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I'masa 1. Kanuim coJiHIIa HA MIEPCHACKOM KOBpe

C noroska Kanajo conHue. ManeHbKHe JIyKUILbI €r0 PACTEKAIKCh [0 CTAPUHHOMY IIEJIKOBOMY
KOBPY U CJIMBAJIVCh JIPYT C JIPyroM, 00pasyst Oobiiue sipkue rsatHa. KoBep Jiexkast Ha 1Moty ¥ BHITKaH-
Hble 10 Kpato udpbl «1280» o3HavasM rog ero u3rotopieHus. Eciv nepeBectu NCIaMCKUI TyHHBIN
KaJIEH/1apb HA COBPEMEHHBIN J1aJ, TO noiyuutcs 1864 roxm ot poxnaectBa Xpucrosa. YTo, coriacu-
TeCh, ToXKe HeMasio. Kak 4acTo 3To ObIBaeT Ha CTapbIX MEPCHICKUX KOBPaX, UGPI ObUTH BHITKAHBI
3aJI0M Hamepe[ U BBEpX HOraMH — HerpaMOTHBII TKay MPOCTO CKOMUPOBAJ HAMTUCAHHYIO KEM-TO JIpY-
UM JaTy.

CoJtHeUHBIN JOKIb BCE KaraJjl ¥ Kanajl, nagas Ha KHUKHBIE CTeJIJIaXK! BIOJIb CTEH, Ha 3aBaJicH-
HBIII OymMaraMu qyOOBBIH CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM CTOSUT HeYOpaHHBIN ¢ Beuepa KOPEHHUK U Ha MAJICHbKYIO
OeJTyI0 MBIIIIb, TOJAOMPABIIYI0 BOKPYT KOEHHUKA KPOIIKU TIEYEHbSI. . .

[MoToNoK OBUT CKOIIEHHBIM | IMPO3PayHbIM, €ro (popMy KOrIa-To MpuayMai Oomibinon (aHTa-
3ep OT apxUTeKTypbl — PpaHcya MaHcap, CTpouBIIHIA U151 KapAuHaia Mazapunu v 1ByX JIIOHOBUKOB.
B uecTtb apxuTekTOpa MPO3BaAIM U €ro TBOPEeHUe — MaHcapya. [lomeliieHue 1o caMpIiM MOTONKOM, T/1e
NpsYyTCs OT OaHAILHOCTEN OKpYsKaroliero Mupa puiocodsl, MOITH U BIOOIEHHBIE. Bpemst ot Bpe-
MeHr Mepk, Biajesell pOoCKOIIIHOTO KOBpa M KOMHAThl—MaHcap/bl, ObIBal U MEPBBIM, U BTOPbIM,
Y TPETHUM.

Ho ceftuac oH ObUI OOBIYHBIM €llle He MPOCHYBIIUMCS TPaXKIAHUHOM TPUALIATH JBYX JIET,
JpEeMaBIlIUM B Kpeclie—KayajKe IMOof TeIJIbIM CepbhIM IUieqoM. IJIMHHbIE YepHbIe BOJIOCHI, CMYT-
Jlast 3aropesnasi Koxa u 00pojia—a3CIaHbOJIKa JeJAIN ero OXOXUM Ha MHTEJUIMTEHTHOTO apabCKOro
XylIOKHUKa—Kasuurpada. YTpeHHssl COTHEeUHas Karesb Mepeluia B HACTOSIIIUI JIMBEHb, XJIbIHYB-
Ui TEIUIBIM MOTOKOM Ha MepKa, M OH, HaKOHell, OTKPBUI IJla3a U MolleBenuics B kpecie. benas
MBIIIIb CYAOPOKHO MPOIJIOTHJIA KPOIIKY M HACTOPOKEHHO 00epHYIach. Mepk 3aKMyprJICs OT SIPKOTO
COJIHII, TIOTSIHYJICS ¥, C IITYMOM BBIJIOXHYB, cOpocwuit ¢ ceOs ruiea. OJHOBPEMEHHO C MOCIeTHUMU
CaMBbIMU CJIaJKMMU MTHOBEHbSIMHU CHA.

— 3npaBCTBYH, HOBBIN JieHb! — Becesio 3asBWJI OH, YeM OKOHYATEILHO Meperyraa OeqHyo
MBIIIIb. Ta 3amMeTasnach Mo CTOJy, HEOKMIAHHO 103a0bIB JOPOTY, KOTOPOH MpuIilia. MbIIb yxke Oblia
HEe pajla HM MaHSIIUM 3araxaM KHIKHBIX TeperieToB, HU CTPAHHOMY 9K30THYECKOMY apomary
3acThIBLIEN KO(EMHONW I'YIIH, HA JaXe HAJEHHbIM U ChEEHHBIM CIaJKUM KpomkaM. [lanndeckmii
CTpax Inepej BHE3AMHO OKMBILIMM BEJIMKAHOM 3aCTaBUJI €€ IOPKHYTh B MTPOXOJ MEkK/1y OrPOMHBIMU
TOMaMU DHIMKJIONe M MUGOB, 00eKaTh YEPHYIO MIKATYJIKY C CUTApaMH, B yXkace IIapaxHyThCs
OT COOCTBEHHOT'O OTpakeHHUsI B OJIECTSIIEM METaJUIMYeCKOM KO(heHHUKEe U, He yIepKaBIIUCh, CBa-
JIMTBCS CO CTOJIA B OJHY M3 FOPSYMX COJHEYHBIX JIy’K Ha MEepcUCKoM KoBpe. OKa3aBIIMCh BHU3Y,
OHA TYT K€ BCKOYMJIA HA CBOM TOHKHME Oesible Janku v 3amepia. [IokpyTuia U3 CTOpOHbI B CTOPOHY
T'OJIOBOM, He OOHApYXMJIa 3a COOOI0 TIOTOHKM M HETOPOTUTUBO, BPa3BaJIOUKY MOTPYCHJIA IO/ KHUKHBIH
mkad.

Mepk ¢ yabpI0KO¥ TPOBOIIII €€ B3IJISIIOM U JIUIIL TOT/Ia MOAHSUICS Ha Horu. [Ipupydenue 6emoit
MBIIIY ObUTO JIEJIOM TPYAHBIM, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO CKOPO HACTYIMUT IepesioM. OcTaoch COBCEM
YYTb—UYYTh.

C ceropHsimHero HsA y Mepka J0JbKeH ObLT HAYMHATBCS apaOCKUI Mecsll, U BHEITHUIA BUJ,
Y KHUTHY, ¥ MY3bIKa, U J1a)Ke MUIIA, KOTOPYIO OH BKYIIIAJI, CPa3y ke pa3UTeIbHO U3MEHMIUCH. DTO ObLIO
JaBHEe YBJIEYEHHE MOJIOJOTO YesIOBeKa — KaXIbIi Mecsll MOJIHOCThIO MEHSATh CBOM 00pa3 KU3HMU.
Buepa ertie oH ObUT (ppaHITy30M, TOKJIOHHHMKOM CBOOOJIBI M IMKOW KUCTU Matucca, a CerojiHst FTOTOBUJT
ce0e TUIMUYHO apaOCKUIi 3aBTPaK U3 CMECU KOPUYHEBBIX OOOOB M YeUYeBHUIIbl, IPUITPABIEHHBIX CIIe-
USIMH U COOMPAJICSI My3HUIIMPOBATh Ha ajlb—YJie, JMKOBMHHOM CTPYHHOM MHCTpyMeHTe ¢ BocToka.
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Ho ero miansb! cryTas novYToBBIN roayob.

B Bek MHTepHeTa 1 COTOBOM CBSI3M 3TO BBINJISIENIO YEPECUyp IKCTpaBaraHTHO, HO Mepk cro-
POHMJICS COBPEMEHHBIX TeXHonorui. Mim, 4to BepHee, He 3aurpbIBajl ¢ HUMU 0e3 KpaiiHel HeoOXo-
AUMOCTU. B ominune oT npeXHUX TEXHUUYECKUX JOCTHKEHUM, HbIHEIIHUE YBOIWINA YEJIOBEYECTBO
BCE JAJTBIIE U JIAJIbIIIE B BRIMBIIILIEHHBIA BUPTYaIbHbIA MUp. ['0yOb BIETEN B OTKPBITYIO (DOPTOUKY
Y TIPUHEC 3alIMCKY OT 3HAKOMOU TPAaBHUILIbIL.

TpaBuuily 3Banmm Imuiusi ViBaHOBHA, el ObUIO 3a MIECTHAECAT U MpPUHAJJIeKaTa OHA K TeM
HEMHOTUM, KTO 3HaJI, YeM Ha CaMOM JieJie 3aHuMaercsi Mepk.

«ITocetutens. CCFOILHH B ABE€HaAllaTb», — IJlaCuJia 3alliCKa.

Mepk OCTaHOBWJICS y OOJIBIIIOTO MPSMOYTOJIBHOTO 3epKaia, 3aCyHYJl 3alUCKy MEXIy pamoil
U CTEKJIOM U HEJOBOJBbHO NoMopiuicsa. OH Tak XOTeJl MPOBECTU CETrONHSIIHUN JIeHb B IPUSTHOW
KOMITaHUM C CaMUM COOOM. 3epKajo MOMOPIIUIOCh B 0TBeT. OHO ObLJIO BOCIIUTAHHBIM U UHTEJI-
JIMTEHTHBIM U HUKOTJa HE CTPOWJIO MOCTOPOHHUX I'pUMAac. 3amucKa OT TPABHUIIbI CIyTajla IJIaHbl
Mepka, Ho... [lena ectb gena. VlHaue Ha 4TO coaepkarb 3Ty MaHcapay, 3TOT KOBEp, 3TO 3epKajlo,
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

[Tocerutens okazasncs nmyHkTyasieH. EiBa conHeyHble 4achl Ha CKOIIIEHHOU CTEKJISTHHOM K pbIIlie
MOKa3aJI1 IBEHA/IaTh, KaK HaJl MACCUBHOW JIyOOBOM JIBEPBIO BECEJIO TPO3BEHEN KOJOKOJIBUHK, OMO-
Belas o npuxoje rocts. Yacst Mepk coopyaut cam B IEPUO]] CBOETO YBJIeUeHH s THOMOHUKOM, IPeB-
Hell HayKoW 00 M3MepeHUH BpeMeHH C MOMOIIIbIo conHIla. CrienuabHble 3epKajia peTPaHCIMPOBAIN
n300pakeHre YacoB C YJIHIIbI BHYTPb MaHCap/ibl. BBIXOIMIIO 3araloyHo M POMaHTUYHO, CJIOBHO CAMO
BpeMs IIPOCTYTIANIO TeHbIo IudeponaTa Ha OJHOM U3 CTEH.

TocTio OBUTO TOZI COPOK — HEBBICOK, HO JIAJHO CKPOEH, SIBHO 3aHUMAJICS] B TPEHAKEPHOM 3aJie
U JIepXkaJicsl yBEPEHHO, XOTSI U HECKOJIBKO HACTOPOXKEHHO.

— 31npaBCTBYiTE, — IIUPOKO YABIOHYJICS OH, MPOTArUBasi pyKy. — ['ocrionua Mepk?

— OH camblil, — OTBETWJI XO35IMH, OTBevasl Ha pykonosxarue. — [Ipoxoaure, 3...

— Mens 30ByT Bacunmii. Bacummii Konmnkus. Tonbko npoliiry He cMesTbesl Hajl (haMuuei,
a TO 3HaeTe, KaX/blii BTOPOl HOPOBMT. ..

Toctb erme pa3 ynabIOHYNICS U TYT *e norpycTHen. OHU MPOIUIM B KOMHATY, YCETHUCh 3a HU3-
KW TOCTUHBIA CTOJIMK, TOCETUTENb 33[yMUMBO OOBEJ B3IJISIJOM KOMHATY, OCTAHOBUBIIIUCH HA TEHU
OT COJIHEYHBIX YaCOB, Y MPUCTYIIWII K paccKasy.
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PACCKA3 I'OCITOIMUHA KOITUJIKNHA

Bort yxe naTHaaaTh JjeT, Kak s 3aHUMAaloch TOProBJiel HEeABMKUMOCTHIO. [lymaio, He Hy:KHO
MOSICHSATD, YTO JIEJIO TO MPUOBLIBHOE, eC/Ii 00J1aAaTh ONpeJe/IeHHOW CHOPOBKOW M UMETh TPE3BYIO
rosioBy. CoOCTBEHHO, Tpe3Basi TOJIOBa, PACUECTIMBOCTD U OIpeeieHHas I0Jsl 3J0POBOrO IIMHU3MA
C I0HOCTHY OTJIMYAJIM MEHsI OT CBEpCTHUKOB. Kak BHI yxke, HABepHOE, 3aMETHJIN, PeUb MOSI HECKOJIBKO
CTapOMOJIHA — KOTJIa-TO 5 CIeIUAILHO TPEHUPOBAJ 3Ty MaHepy. Hy, a cefiuac yxe v He CMOTY U3b-
SICHATBLCS 110 MTHOMY. YeJTOBeK, MOKYMAIOIVIA ¥ TIPOJAIONIUH, He TOJIKEeH BHIIJISIETh JIeTKOMBICJICHHO.
Cuwraiite, 9YTO CTAPOMOJHOCTh PEUU ITO MO SKCKITIOZUBHBIN CIIOCOO BHYIIATh COOECEHUKY JIOBE-
puie. OHa pUaeT COMMAHOCTD U PECTIEKTA0eTbHOCTh, 2 ITO IBA KPAeyroIbHBIX KAMYIITKa, Ha KOTOPBIX
CTPOSITCSI OTHOIIEHHUSI ¢ KJIMeHTOM. COBpEMEHHbIN MOJIOAEKHBIN CJIEHT He s MeHs. OJuH equH-
CTBEHHBIH «yTIC» UK «O(OPMIISIIOBO», HEUasTHHO COPBABIITHECS C SI3bIKA, MOT'YT CTOUTH TeOe HeMaJio
YIyIIEHHBIX AeHer. He roBopio, 4To HET 00paTHBIX MPUMEPOB, HO 51 BBIOpAJ 1isl ce0s1 TaKyIo JINHUIO
MOBeIeHUsI ¥ OHA ceOsl OTpaB/IbIBALT.

OxoJo rofia Ha3aj1, coBepIasi OqHY U3 CAEJIOK, s TO3HAKOMMUJICS C HEOOBIYHOM TTapoi: MOJIONON
JeBYIIIKOW U ee JIeJIOM, MHBTUIOM, Y KOTOPOT'O MapaTrn30BaHbl HOTH. 3HAKOMCTBO KaK 3HAKOMCTBO,
BBUJYy HEJOCTaTKa CPeJCTB, OHM MPOJABAIN KBAPTUPY B IEHTPE W MCKAJIM MPHEeMJIeMbIii BapUaHT
Ha oKkpanHe. befHast ceMbs, e[Ba CBO/IMBIIIAsI KOHIIBI C KOHIIaMU. TeM yauBUTEIbHEe OKa3aJICsl MO
BHE3aITHO BCITBIXHYBIIWI UHTEpeC K HUM. BepHee, k Heil. He cpa3y s MOHSI, 4To caMbiM OaHATBHBIM
oOpazom Bmodwics. Y Bpoage Obl HUIUEro 0coOOEHHOro —KpacoTor OapbIIIHs He OrcTana, Ho ObUIO
B HEll HeYTo... HeuTo Takoe... Jlaxe ceifuac, Korga Mbl cOOMpaeMcsl TIOKEHUThCS, 1 He Mory cebe
0O0BSICHUTD 3TOr0. 10 9TOU BCTpeun y MeHs ObLIO HeMaslo keHIuH. Ho OHM MPpUXOIWI U yXOIWIIH,
HE OCTaBJIsIsl HUKAKOro ciiena. Ecim Obl MeHsI TONpOCHIM BCIIOMHUTH MIX UMEHa, s, ed—O00Ty, 3aTpy/-
HuIcs Obl. A uMsi BapBapsl 3aroMHWII ¢ TiepBoro pa3a. OHa oueHb HeOObIYHAS JEBYIIKA. .. 3HAeTe,
s He JII0OJTIO JKEHIIIMH—AHTeJIOB — KaK CTapblil [IMHUK s UM He JoBepstio. Ho 1, kak 310 cefivac npu-
HATO Ha3bIBaTh, CTEPB s TOXe He JoOmo. MHe Obl YTO-HUOY/Ib TIOMPOIIE U TIONOHsATHee. BapBapa
Obl1a He TO YTOOBI IMOCEPEMHE MEX]ly STUMH ABYMsI KPaHOCTSIMH, OHa OblIa B ctopoHe. Hu 37a,
HU 100pa... Koe—KT0 Ha3Bas OBl €e CepoCThIO, HO s C 3TUM He coranrych. [1o-cBoeMy oHa OYeHb
r1y6okuit yenoek. Hy, 1 kpome Toro, He CKpoio, MHE JILCTUJIO, YTO HECMOTPSI Ha COJIMIHYIO Pa3HUILY
B BO3pacTe, s BHI3BAI Y Hee oIpe/el/ieHHbI uHTepec. [Ipruem, yBepeH, BOBCe He MePKAHTHIIbHBIN.

Bce 6b110 XOpOITIO ¥ Jaske MpeKpacHoO 0 Havasla HeIHelTHel BecHbl. Mecsria ABa Ha3ajl, akKy-
par mocjie MapTOBCKUX IMPA3IHUKOB, CTaja Baps moHeMHOry MeHAThCS... M omsTh ke He MOry
BHSITHO OOBSICHUTBH B YeM 3TO BhIpakasioch. S ObI Ha3BaJI 3TO MoTepei nHTEepeca K ku3Hu. OHa Bce
OoJTbIlIe MOJTYANIA M BCE Peske TIOKUIAIa CBOI0 KBAPTHUPY, 4 IOTOM M BOBCE CTaJla MOAHUMATHCS C KPO-
BaTH TOJILKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI MOECTh Ja, U3BUHUTE, CXOIUTD TIO HYX/IE.

UYecTHO NIPU3HAIOCH, HA B KaKyl0 MUCTUKY, HA B KaKUe CIJIa3bl, aypbl U OTBOPOTHI 51 HE BEpIO.
U Teneps ere MeHbIIIe, YeM paHbiiie. [IoToMy 4To mocyie Bpauei MpoIiesics Mo BCEM IKCTPACeHCaM,
Maram ¥ KOJIJJyHaM, KOTOPBIX CMOT' OTBICKaTh B HartieM ropoje. CIIIONIHoe MapjiaTaHcTBO U OOMaH,
yXK TIOBEpbTE, 51 JIOKb [0 POy CBOEH NesATeIbHOCTH 32 BepcTy uylo. [ToueMy s B TakoM cirydae oopa-
TWICS K HUM? Buaurte u, 4enoBek s JOTOMIHBIN ¥ MeToan4HbliA. Eciu yx mocraBui cede 1eiib, TO
WCIIONB3YI0 BCE CIOCOOBI /IS ee JOCTMKEHH. A TyT BOBce He Oe3pa3iMuHbIi MHe uesoBek. [a yx
Ha YTO JIe/l y Hee TOJTHBINA UIMOT, HO 51 M €r0 COAepKy!

M BOT Kak-TO Ha JHSIX, B TIPOILIYIO MATHUILY, KTO-TO U3 3HAKOMBIX OOMOJIBUJICS TIPU MHE PO
OfIHYy XEHINMHY, KOTOpas JICUUT TpaBamu. BepHee, nake He TpaBaMu, a BCErO JIUIIb OJHUM CpPejl-
CTBOM — HACTOeM Ha Oepe30BbIX ThIYMHKAX. MIn cepekkax, exelld BaM Tak NoHsATHee. OTnpaBuiics
4 K 3TOU XeHIMHE 0e30 BCAKOW HAIEKIbl, U JEUCTBUTEILHO, [IOMOYbL MHE OHA He cMmoria. Ho 3aro
niepBasi, KTo, €/IBa B3IJISTHYB Ha MeHsI, TIOHsLJIa, C KaKolo Oe/IoN 5 TOKaJIoBaJl.
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— Yepe3s nopor cBoii Teds He MyTITy, — ckazasia oHa. — CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO Ha TeOe HeTPUATHOCTEH.
Ho nosickasky nam. EcTb ofviH 4esioBeK, KOTOPBIT 3aHUMAETCsI BCIKUMU HEOOBIYHBIMU JIeTaMU. 30BYT
ero Mepk, 1 eciii OH He TIOMOXET, TO BPsJ JIM CIIPABUTCS KTO-TO Apyrou. Thl ceityac BOT 4To... Thl
KyIM B MarasvHe MsICHBIX KOCTOYEK Ja pa3fail 0e3J0MHbIM coOakam, 4To BO JABOpe Hainenib. [a
HE CKYIIHICh, 0€3 3TOro HeJIb3s1 — KepTBa. A 3aBTpa C YUCTOH JyIIION OTIIPABIISCS POBHO K ABEHAIIIATH
K Mepky.

W mana mue Bam agpec. Bot, COOCTBEHHO, U BCSI MOSI UCTOPHSI.

— W BBI Kynuum 310 MsICO U paszjany codakaM? — MPHITY PUBIIKCE, TOCMOTpPeEN Ha rocTst Mepk.

— KoneuHo, — oreetun ToT. — [1ATh KMJIOrpamMm.

OTBepHYBILINCH, YTOOBI CKPHITh HEBOJIBHYIO YJBIOKY, MepK MOTSHYJICS 32 KOPOOKOM ¢ cura-
pamu. KepTtBa mepen BcTpeueit, Hafo ke npuaymarh! Xurpas TpaBHUIA MPOCTO Kajiena 6e310M-
HBIX co0ak. berast MbIIIb BHICYHYJIACh U3 CBOETO YOEXKHIA MOjl KHMKHBIM CTEJUIA)KOM M 3ameplia,
olieHMBasi 00cTaHOBKY. [Touysia 4yxoro, TOpOIUIMBO MOMATHIACH HAa3a] U HEOKUIAHHO 3aCTpsiia.
He nonumasi, 4To mpou301110, OHA 3aBEPTENACh, IBITAsICh OCBOOOAUTHCS, 3aTEM OTUASIHHO PBaHYJIACh
BIlepe/], BbUIETENA 3 HOPBI M CO BCETO pa3Maxy Bpe3asiach B HOXKKY CTOJIA.
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I'naBa 2. Buzut MepTBOi KOMIKHA

Ha Ttenioit 1agoHy 1eTHero BeTpa TaHLEBaJIM JUCTbsl OOJIBIIMX cTapblx Tonosei. Mions. Brie-
peau ewie 1enas ku3Hb. M1 coBceM He BepuTCs, UTO KOrja-HUOYIb IPUJIET OCEHb, M NOCTAPEBILIUIA
BETEp COMJIET C yMa, IPUHSBLINCH 3JI0 CPbIBAaTh UX C BETBEH.

Besnple ieTHHE OPIOKM ¥ Takasi ke cBetiast (pyTOosKa, CKPOMHBIH MOAEPKaHHbIA aBTOMOOUIIb —
Mepk He J1I0OWJT TPUBJIEKATh U3JIMIIHETO BHUMAHUS — HOBOE JIEJI0 BCe—TaKM BBITAIIMIIO €70 CErOIHS
u3 foma. OH, He criella, exa B HallpaBJIeHnH 3aTyJIMHKY, TUXOrO paiiloHa Ha caMOi OKparHe ropoja.
Bripouem, asxe eciii 661 MOJIOZION YEJIOBEK PEIIUI MOCTIEIINTb, Y HEro BPsiL JIM Obl 9TO TOTYYHIIOCH.
Bce kpoBeHOCHBIE cocy/ibl TOpojia B 9TOT 4Yac ObUIM 3a0UTHl OJIAIIKaMU MPOOOK. Mepk He JIIoOu
BOAUTH MAalIVHY, Jake MPOCTO €3[UTh Ha 3THX OrPOMHBIX METAUIMYECKUX MOHCTpax He JIIOOWIIL
Ho T0, 4TO OH Aenan — jenay Bcerga Xopoulo, IOBOAS CBOM HaBBIKM JI0 coBeplIeHCTBA. Kommy-
HaJIbHBI MOCT, TIOBOPOT HAJIEBO, TEMHO—3€JIeHble KOPOOKH XPYIIIEBOK — 3/IeCh OH pabOTajI COBCEM
HelaBHO. BosblIioil ropos He MpocTo KaMeHHbIe JKYHIIIM. DTO JUKYHIJIA, KOTOPBIE PeIKUil oOuTa-
TeJb 3HAET Jajibllle CBOero Hoca. Pabora—nom, pabora — oM, paboTta — IOM — HEHTP. .. TaKCHCTBI
Y Te BUAAT JUIIb hacajl, BHEIIHUE KOHTYPBI TEX MECT, KyJa JOCTABJIAIOT CBOMX MACCAXUPOB. A ITy-
OOKO B JKYHIVISIX CIIPATaHbl TaliHbl, O KOTOPBIX ITPOCTOM OOBbIBATEINb Jake U He Nojo3penaeT. Jlumib
MHOTIa, MUMOXOZIOM, CIellla paHHUM YTPOM Ha ciIyxO0y, 0OpaTUT BHUMAaHUE Ha MOIHSABIIYIOCS Hajl
PACCBETHBIMU KPBIIIAMU CTAIO JIETYYMX MBIIIEH WM Ha CTPaHHbIE 3HAKM, HAPHMCOBAHHbBIE Ha TOPLE
OOBIYHOM MHOTO3TaXKHM. He pucyHKM M He OyKBBI, OHM HE HECYT, Ka3aJIOCh Obl HUKAKOTO CMBICIIA. ..
[MocMoTpHT 1 TYT *ke 3a0yneT, NOOeKUT Janbiie. [la naxe ecnu Obl v He 3a0bLT. .. MatepuanucTuye-
CKOE CO3HAHME, Halll INIABHBI KPUTHK CYILEro, BCE OHO CIUIIET 3araJouHble 3HaK/ Ha OYepeaHoe
0aJI0BCTBO MOJPOCTKOB.

Heckobko CTpaHHBIX, JIOMAHHBIX, CJIOBHO BHIBEPHYTHIX HaM3HAHKY OyKB Ha CTeHe TpaHchop-
MaTopHOW Oynku, 1 MepK yxe 3Hajl, 4TO 3TO 3a JBOP U KTO €ro OOWUTATeIU. YBBI, TAWHONMCH
HUCKOJIBKO HE NIOMOIJIa eMY B pa3pelleHuu 3arajku. TOoT, KTO pUcoBajl 9TU 3HAKH, BPAL JIU UME
OTHOILIEHUE K CIIyYMBIIEMYCS.

Poixkast qBOpHsATa, rpeBIIasCcs B COTHEYHOM OMYTE Ha Kpalo IeTCKOH IJIOIIAIKH, JIEHUBO MOJI-
HslJIa TOJIOBY, TIOCMOTpEJa Ha Mepka HeJOBEPYMBBIM B3IVISIOM U, HE COUTS 3aCTyKMBAIOLIUM BHU-
MaHHMsl, CHOBA IIpeJaiach CBOMM MaJIeHbKUM co0aubuM MeuTaM. OHa MedTasa O TOM, YTOObI MSICHHK
U3 COCEJHEro mpoaMara cTaj ee X034uHOM. YBbI... He BceM MeuTam CyxaeHO cObIBaThCA.

A nBOp OBUT OOBIYHBIM, OKPAWHHBIM, Pa3Be UTO OOJIee YUCTHIM U 3eJIeHbIM, YeM 00bIYHO. 1oz
HAaBECOM W3 LIEMYYLIMXCs JPYr C JPYroM KJIEHOB CUIENIM Ha CKaMeWKe CTapuKH, JABE MOJIOICHb-
KHMX MaMallly [IPpOryJIMBaIMCh BAOIb OIbE30B, KAaTs B KOJISCKAX CIIALIMX MaJIbIILIEeN J1a Be3ecylast
peOATHS Beceslo BOIMJIA, TOHSACH APYT 3a Apyrom. M nake crapble aHeabHbIE MATUITAKKUA B STOT
COJIHEYHBIH JIeHb HE Ka3aJMCh MOHCTPAMHU, MOXKUPAIOLIMMU 110 HOYaM CBOMX kuTeseil. OHM IpocTo
CTOSLJIU, TPYCTHO 03U PAsICh I10 CTOPOHAM B ITOUCKAX YIIEIIEro Mponuioro. JApsaxJibie KaMeHHbIE UCTIO-
JIMHBI TIOYTH TTO3a0BITOH SMOXH.

Mepk Hactos1, yTo noefet k Bapsape onu. [Ipocto nonpocun Bacums no3BoHUTS el u mpe-
AyNpeJuTh O BU3UTE. BMECTO 3TOro rocts, HEMHOTO MOMSBILKUCH, TPOTSHYJ KJIIOY M Ha3BaJl aJJpec.

— OHa coBceM He BCTaeT, — MOSICHWI OH. — JIeXUT W CMOTPUT B MOTOJOK WJIM B CTEHY.
He oTkpoeT oHa Ha 3BOHOK.

Ho Mepk Bce—Taku 11o3BoHUJI. OTKPOET — HEe OTKPOET, @ BXOAUTH Oe3 MPeayNnpekIeHus 3T0. . .
3TO He M0-apaOCKU. 3a ABEPbIO MOCIIBIIIAICS Yel-TO MPUITTYILEHHBIH roJI0c, 3aTeM CTUX, 3aTeM CHOBA
3aroBOpPUIJI, 3aBOpUaJl YTO-TO Hepa3Oopuusoe. Cl1oB ObUIO He MOHSATh, HO HE 3TO OoJsee BCEro rnopa-
3110 MoJstoforo yenoseka. [lopoxu... Ensa cisimmmele faxke yxom Mepka. ... Mupuasl xartudHa-
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TOB, KPOIIEYHBIX TPO3PAYHBIX CYIIECTB, CKOJIB3WIHN 10 CTeHaM, MOKKUIas noabe3n. Ecim Obl B 3TOT
MOMEHT 13 KaKON-HUOY/Ib KBAPTUPHI BBIIIIEN OOBIYHBIN YEIOBEK, Y HErO HEPEMEHHO 3aKPYKHUIIaCh Obl
rosioBa. [ToToM OH 0ObsICHUI OBl ceOe STO CHEepPThIM BO3LYXOM, JYXOTOW M HEMPHUSATHBIM 3aTXJIBIM
3amaxom, HO Ha CaMOM JieJie 3aIaxy U BO3/1yX ObUTH TYT COBEPILIEHHO HU IpH yeM. MepK HaxMyprJIics,
BBIHYJI U3 KaApMaHa KJII0Y ¥ BCTaBWJI €0 B 3aMOYHYIO CKBaXKHHY.

JIBepb OTKpBUIACH JIETKO, MOCIYITHO, 0e3 Masieiero ckpuna. OOHaKIIa epeji HUM MyCTOM
KOPHUJIOp ¢ 000IpaHHBIMU 000SIMU U OOJTBIIION KYCOK KOMHATBI CO CTAPUKOM B MHBTUIHOW KOJISICKE.
VYcnpias mary, CTapuk pa3BepHYyJIcs U, OACIENOBATO Iy PsICh, HACTOPOKEHHO YCTaBUJICS HA TOCTS.
ITo cnoBam Bacunus, oH HaHsT iely NMOKWIYIO HSHBKY, M OHA JIECTBUTENBHO CleJWIa 3a CTapH-
koM. ToT ObLT OIET B CBEKHIA, XOTSI M OUYEHb APEBHUI KOCTIOM. [IaTHIECSITHIE TOIBI MPOIILIOTO BeKa,
Kaxercs. Bpems, Korja raircrepckasi Moaa goopajach, HakoHell, 3 Yukaro tpuauateix 10 CoBert-
ckoro Coro3a: IMPOKOIIoas HUIAINa, KOCTIOM B IOJIOCKY C 3ayKEHHBIM B TaJIMU MAKAKOM U CBETJIasi
py6axa. M3-nox nuisIsl KJIOYKaMy TOPYaJIM peIKKie Ceble BOJIOCHI, U JI0 MOJTHOTO 00pa3a He XBaTajlo
TOJIBKO TIOTPECKABIIMXCS JTAKMPOBAHHBIX OOTMHOK U 3aprkaBeBinero nucronera. [lo3agu crapuka—
raHrcTepa 3acThUl PaclaxHyThIM PTOM IUIATSHOM mmKad, mycroi u 6e33y0sbiil. B yrimy, mon Toacteim
CJIOEM TIbLIM, APEMaJl CTapblil TEJEBU30P, OFPOMHBIN HEMOABEMHBINA SIUK KOHLA BOCBMU/IECATHIX.
JliocTpa ¢ MOOOUTHIM I1a30M JICHUBO MOKAYMBAJIACh TOJ] TOTOJIKOM, HEBECEJIO POHSIsl TEHH Ha 00Je3-
Jy1o TpyOy OTOILJIEHHS U IaBHO HEMBIThIE OKHA Oe3 IITOp U 3aHABECOK.

— JIsimka o6ou o6oapaa, — HEOKUAAHHO 3710 cKaszall ctapuk. — Korga He momepna erre. Kaxk-
J0€ YTPO KOI'TSIMU 110 CTeHe, Aypa. [ oBopuit Bapbke ¢ eliHbIM XaxaJieM, XOpOILIO 3apblBaiiTe, HE IOCY-
mayiMch. Bot teneph 1 1o Houam XoauT. Y KOTrTsIMU OMSITh. .. KOITSIMHU. .. Thl cityvaiiHo He oT Bopo-
ioBa?

— Her, — ocropoxHO orBeTHII Mepk.

— 3HauOK OH MHE JOJDKEH, — IOXaJoBajicsl cTapuk. — BopommnoBckoro crpenka. Tak
Y He OT/al J0 CUX IOp.

XyJiple MOPLIMHUCTBIE PYKH TMOIXBATHIIM C KOJIEH IUIACTMACCOBYIO TapeJIKy C 3€J€HBIM MECH-
BOM — HE TO T'YCTBIM CYIIOM, HE TO KUJKOW TOPOXOBOU KaIlleld — U CTApUK TYT ke MOTepsil MHTEPeC
K TOCTIO.

Mepk HETOPOIIMBO IPOIIENCs [0 KOMHATE, OCTAHOBWIICS Y OKHA — C YETBEPTOIO TakKa IBOP
OKa3aJICsl KaK Ha JIQJIOHU — U TOMBITAJICS COCPEIOTOYMTHCS Ha CBOMX omtymeHusx. Huuero. Oct-
pble MaJICHbKHE UT'OJIKU 3AIEKOTaIM KOHYUKH NaJIblieB, MepK BCTPSAXHYJI JTaJOHSIMU U MPOCIIEA0Ba
MHMO CTapHKa Ha KyXHI0. BHMMaTeIbHO ocMOTpest nocyy, MPOLYKThl B XOJIOAUIbHUKE, OTOIBUHYII
napy NPU3EMUCTBIX YIJIOBATHIX IIKAg)OB CTAPOro TapHUTYPA, 3arJIsSIHYJ IO MOMKY U B Ipyroy yroi —
3a Tuty. B 3T0i KBapTHpe He Obulo ku3HU. Hukakoil. Hu TapakaHoB, HU MayKoB, HU JIaXe Tuie-
CEHH, IMOK PBIBAIOIIEH yepcTBBIH X1e0. TOMbKO CyMacIeJIIni CTApUK 1 JeBYIIKA B 1aTbHEH KOMHATE.
3a BCIO CBOIO MTPAKTHUKY MepK HHUKOT/Ia HE CTAJIKUBAJICS HU C YeM MOJOOHBIM.

— A Bapbka coBceM 00JIeHUIIACh. — MOCTIBIIIAIICS OOMKEHHBIN rOJIOC CTapyKa. — JISKUT U JIeKUT
cebe. XoTh OBl MOJBI IOMBLIA, TTACKYJa. MHe 3Ha4Y0K BOpOIIMIOBCKOro CcTpesika MpUIILIA BpyYarh,
a oHa... Bapbka! Bcragaii, ko3a npaHas!

CrapuKy HUKTO He OTBeTUJI. Pa3BepHyBIINCh, Mepk HanpaBiICcs 0OpaTHO B 3J1 U BAPYT PE3KO
3aTopMo3u y 3epKasia. OHO BBIMISAETIO OOBIYHBIM, HO €Ba MOJIOION YeJIOBEK MPUKOCHYJICS K €ro
MOBEPXHOCTU MaJIbLIaMU U, 3aKPBIB I71a3a, COCPEJOTOUMIICS, KaK Ha CTEKJIE MOSBUINCH CU3bIEe pa3-
BOJIbI M 36PKAJIO HAYAJIO CTPEMHTENIBHO U3MEHATHCS. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MTHOBEHUH OHO OBLIIO TIOXOXKe
Ha MyTHOE HOYHOE (POTO — MSTOE, C 3aBEPHYTHIMHU CKYKOXEHbIMU Kpasimu. PecHuiiel Mepka 3aapo-
Kadyd OT HANpsDKeHWs, I71a3a paclaxHy/IMCh, B TIyOWHE HESCHOTO JhIMUYATOrO CTeKJa MeJIbKHYJIa
Y HCUe3Na Ybs-TO TEHb, a MO 3epKajy ¢ TPOMKHM TPECKOM Ipodexkana riaydokasi TpemuHa. Mepk
OTIEPHYJ PYKY Y BbIIOXHYJI. B3IIsiHY/1 Ha 3epKaJio U BBIJOXHYII €llie pa3 — OT yaubieHus. «HouHoe
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MsTOe (POTO» TaK M 3aCTHUIO HA CTEHE — TYCKJIasi HICKOPEKeHHasl IIOBEPXHOCTh C TPELIMHOM Tocepe-
JIVIHE.

— 41 noen! — cooONIMI U3 KOMHATHI CTAPUK U, IOTHSIB PYKY, MOCTYYasl IJIACTMACCOBOM Tapei-
KOM 10 TIOIJIOKOTHUKY KOJISICKU. YTOOBI He TIPOMCXOMIIO B 3TOM KOMHATE, HO amlmeTUTa OH, MOXOXKe,
He pactepsul. MepK Mojiomies v MPOTSIHY PyKy, YTOOBI B3ATh Tapeiky. HeoxumaaHHO KUBO CTapuK
CXBaTWJI ero 3a (pyTOONIKY U IPUTSAHYJI K cebe.

— Tak TbI rOBOpHIIIb, MHE QYT 3HAYOK? — TPOMKHUM IIETTOTOM CITPOCHIT OH.

— O0s3aTeNIbHO, — YyTh YJIBIOHYBIINCH, KUBHYJ MepK, CTApUK HAuMHAI eMy HpaBUThCS. OH
MeyTaJl JIake TOT/Ia, KOrJa MeuTarh yxke ObLIO He O YeM.

Komnara BapBaps! Obl1a I7TMHHON U y3KOH. B yIiTy CTOSUT TOYHO TaKoM ke TPeXCTBOPYATHIH
mKad, Kak ¥ B 3aJ1e, 3aropakiBasi BHIKJTIOUATEITh 1 JIEBYIO ABEpIly OankoHa. OTUero mpoTUCKUBATHCS
TyJa IPUXOIUIOCh OOKOM. Y NIpyroil CTeHbl, YyTh MOOAANb OT IKada, Ha HU3KOM JUBaHe, yCTpe-
MUB OTpEIIEHHbIN B3IV B MIOTOJIOK, JIeXkasla MOJIoAas JeByIIKa. JIerkoe jeTHee 1iarbe, paciylleH-
HBIE CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI M a0COJTIOTHAS HETIOABUKHOCTh. COTHEUHBI 3aiUMK, 3alTPHITHYBIINAN U3 OKHA
B KOMHATy, CMYIIEHHO 3aIyIsiIBIBAJI B €€ IJ1a3a, HO JieByIKe OblIo Bce paBHO. OHa He pearumpo-
Bajia Ha cBeT. Ha 3aitunka. Ha Boesniero He3sHakoMoro My kuuHy. Mepk NpUKOCHYJICS K €€ IUIeuy
U TYT K€ OTIEPHYJ PYKY, €ro 000XIJIo myctoToit. [lepen HIM Jiexana He KeHIIMHA — MUPAX, CTeHb,
nogooue.

«KTO CBOIO CTEHb YBUIUT, CKOPO IOMPET», — BCIIOMHUJIMCh EMY HEM3BECTHO KOT/Ia U Ie Mpo-
YUTAHHbIE CTPOKH.

OH BbITALWI U3 KapMaHa MaJIeHbKOE CTEKJIBIIIKO, MOIHEC €T0 K JIMLY — CTEKJIO CJIerKa 3aTy-
MaHWJIOCh. JIeByIlIKa Jiplana, oHa Oblia 3/1eCh, U B TOXE BpPeMsI ee CIIOBHO He ObL10. B pactepsiHHO-
ctu Mepk mpucen Ha Kpaid AuBaHa. MBIC/IM TyTaJIMCh, IEPECKaKUBasi C OJHOTO Ha JIpyroe: OercTBo
XaTu(HATTOB, CTepUIIbHASL Oe3KU3HEHHAsI KBAPTHPa, TPECHYBILIEE IO ero MaJIblIaMU 3epKaIo, CyMa-
CIIEIINIA CTAPUK B TAHTCTEPCKOM KocTioMme... Ceituac Mepk 4yBCcTBOBas ceOsi OOBIYHBIM TOpOsKa-
HUHOM, KOTOPOMY BJIpPYT paccKa3ajli, YTO B €ro JIBOPE KMBYT CTPAIHblE MOHCTPBI, O KOTOPBIX OH
1 He roio3peBaet. Ho B omiiume ot 0ObIBaTesl, T0 OTKPHITHE HE CTOJIBKO HAmyrayio Mepka, CKOJIbKO
yBJekJ10. [TouToBBIi romyOb nprHEC eMy MaJleHbKHI KyCOYeK TalHBbI, & YTO MOXET ObITh YBJIEKATEIIb-
Hee, YeM pas3raiblBaTh TalHbI 3TOr0 Mupa?

Mepk nogHsics ¢ AMBaHA, €UIe pa3 MOCMOTPE Ha HEMOABMKHO JIEKAIYI0 CTEHb M BBILLEI
13 KOMHarthl. [lenars B KBapTupe Ooblie ObUIo Heuero. A BOT BO JIBOpE. ..

— O, mapeHs! — cXBaTWII €ro 3a pykaB crapuk. — Cracu6o tebe.

— 3a yto? — ynuBuics Mepk.

— 3a 3Hayok. S ero Jo—o—oiro kJaju, — CTapuk MOMaHWII najblueM Mepka, U Korga ToT
HarHyJicsl K ero Jimily, TUX0 npoientai. — § 3Haio, uyto JIblka ruckana. Xouellb, HoKaxy?

— JIplka 310 KTO? — TaK’Xe IIENoTOM MoMHTepecoBasics Mepk.

— Kormka ObiBIIIast, — HEOXUIAHHO paccepauyics Ha Bompoc crapuk. — Ee Bapbka 1ioxo 3ako-
nana, s1 x Tebe ropopui. Bor, 6epu.

W BeITalmiI U3 KapMaHa CBOETrO FaHICTEPCKOTrO 0JI0CATOro MUAKaka. .. axar.

— Bepwu, 6epu, MHE He KaJKo. ..
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I'napa 3 TaiiHble >KMTEJIH ABOpPA

Tanucmansl, amyneTsl, o0eper, anorporeu. .. Terecma y rpekoB, THIIacM y apaboB, aMyJIeTyM
y puMJiisiH. KpeMHueBble yabsly — «Belllb, KOTOpasi COXpaHseT» — y erunTsH. Bclo cBO0 MCTOpUIO
YeJIOBEK MpsiUeTcs OT Oe/l M HeCcyacTuii, Ho yBbI... OHM Bce paBHO ero Haxonst. Hezaucumo ot pac,
BEPOBAHUII U reorpapuyeckoro MeCTOIONOKEHHS.

Axar... AMyseT KOpoBbl, KaK €ro Ha3blBaJM kuTeau JonuHbl Hunma. I'maBHOe omimume amy-
JeTa oT odepera B CHOCOOHOCTH HaKaruMBaTh ciity. Obeper — oqHOpa3oBas ITyKa. BeImoinHm cBoo
padoTy, oTBeN yaap, OT KOTOPOro JOJIKEH ObUI 3allIMTUTh U pacchinacs B npax. Vnm npespatuics
B OECIIONIE3HYI0 UTPYIIKY, TUKOBUHHOE YKpallleHne. AMYyJeT, Kak IbLJIeCOC, BCAChIBAeT B ce0sl SHEP-
TUIO ¥ YEM JIOJIbLIE OH CYILLECTBYET, TEM MOTYIIECTBEHHEE CTAHOBUTCS.

3o050Tast KOpoBa, HecylIast Mexk/ly poraMmy COJTHEUHbIN JUCK, JIexKala Ha JJaJoHu Mepka norem-
HeBLIEH OT BpeMeHH 30J10TOi miacTuHOM. [peBHss Belib. CuiibHasA. BOT TONBbKO TUCK COMHLIA ObLT
MIOYTH YEPHbIM, a ITO 03HAYaJI0, YTo axar cjaomad. Vcriopuen. V... nepenenan. B cBoio npotuso-
TIOJIOKHOCTD — Belllb, KOTOpAsi He OXpaHseT, a mopadolnaeT Biaajensua. Mepk MmoaHsuT 171a3a Ha cTa-
pUKa 1 yBUze, 4yTo ToT cnut. [lInpokornonas misna ceexaia Ha JIMIO, TYJIOBUILE OOMSKIIO, ITpaBast
pyKa MOBHCIIa, CheXaB ¢ OJIOKOTHUKA. Ha rybax crapuka HeoXMIaHHO IPOMeNTbKHY 1A yiibioka. Emy
CHWJIACh AMepUKa, TUKasi KHWKHasg AMepuKa, AMeprKka—BeCTepH — CTpaHa—o0pa3, KOTOPOil OHa
He Obuta HUKorga. OH cKakai 1o OecKkpaiHei mpepiy 3a cTagoM OM30HOB, YBOPAYMBAJICS OT OTPAaB-
JIEHHBIX MHJEUCKUX CTpeJ1, BO3WJI KOHTPabaH10M BUCKM B UMKaro, KpyTuiI Ha Nablie KOJIbT, PexkIe
YeM BBICTPEJIUTh B KOBApPHOro Bpara. Beka myTtanuck Mex co00i0 B I'pUBE BPEMEH U OChINAJIUCh JIeT-
KOM e/1Ba 3aMETHOM YJIBIOKOI Ha MOPIIMHUCTOE JIMIO MeuTaresis. Mepk ele pa3 MnogymMa, 4ro cra-
pUK eMy HpaBUTCs. W akKypaTHO 3aBEpPHYB B HOCOBOH IJIaTOK, MOJIOXKUJI aMyJIeT B KapMaH.

B noawesie 661510 X0104H0. Ecitu BBl BCTpeTuTe BBICTYKEHHBII XOJIOAHBIN OIbE3]] CPeIH Kap-
KOTO JIeTa — 3HAUMT, U3 Hero yluim Bce XaTudHarThl. MajieHbKie NMpo3payHble CyILEeCcTBa, KOTOpPhIE
IPeloTCsl Ha COJHLIE, BIMUTHIBAS TEIUIO, a 3aTeM Pa3HOCAT €ro IO MO/BajlaM U CTeHaM JIoOMOB. Mepk
BBIILIEJ U3 TIogbe3a. [TornpaBuil JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CHSUJI C PACCTETHYTOM pyOaIlKy 3epKajibHbIE OUYKH
U cIpATaJICs 32 HUMU OT ropsuMx Jiydeil conHua. Eme pas ormsaen ABop U, 3aMETHB B CTOPOHKE
CHUJAILETO Ha CKaMbe JBOPHUKA, HAIIPABUJICS K HEMY.

Hecmotpst Ha 1eTo, ABOPHUK OBLT OZIET B TEJIOTPEiKY 1 KMP30Bble caroru. CII0BHO ero ayosneH-
HYIO BBICYILIEHHYIO KOJKY TOXE [TOKUHYJIU BCE XaTU(PHATTHL. XOTs JTI0OOMY JONOJIMHHO U3BECTHO, UTO
HU Ha JIIOJSAX BOOOIIE, HM Ha ABOPHMKAX, B YaCTHOCTH, XaTU(HATTHI He BoaATcs. CIMIIKOM MHOTO
yectu. Bripouem, Tesorpeiika ero Obljla HapacrHaiiky, BOPOT KJIETYaTol pyOaxu pacCTerHyT, a IHpo-
Kre OpIOKHM, OOJblle HAOMUHAIOIIME [IAPOBApHI, 3aBsA3aHbl KyCKOM OOBIYHOW OeIbeBOW BEPEBKH.
Kazanoce, Ha nmpoucxofsiiee BOKPYT OH He 0Opalliajg HUKakoro BHUMaHus, HO Mepk 3HaJl, 4To 3TO
HE TaK.

— [IpuBeT, XMBIpb OOJIOTHBIH, — OO/, TIO310POBAJICS OH.

JIBOPHMK IBIXHYJI TATMPOCKON ¥ OPOCKJT HA HETO HACTOPOKEHHBIH B3IVIA.

— OTKeJb 3HaIb? — OBICTPO CIIPOCHII OH.

— 3HaKM YMTal0, — HACMEIIUTMBO POU3HeC MepK, MOKOCHBIINCH Ha TPAaHC(OPMATOPHYIO OYyIKY.

— KonayH mrto jib? — nouHTepecoBajicsi JBOPHUK. — VK 3TOT, Kak €BO, SKCTPaCcKyHC?

Mepk npucell Ha CKaMeHKy psIoM C JBOPHUKOM.

— DKCTpaceHc, — NMonpasuil OH. — IIpaBUIIBHO TOBOPUTH IKCTPACEHC.

— A BOHSET OT HUX FHWJION Maruei, Kak oT CKyHCOB, — 3ayNPSAMUJICS JBOPHUK.

Mepk cnioputh He ctaji. Kpaem ma3a oH 3aMeTwJ1, Kak u3-3a Oy/IKM MOKa3aJIMCh [IBE PACXpu-
CTaHHBIX JIMYHOCTH KEHCKOTO 1ojia. Ha GoMkuxax ObLTH cTapble MOTepThie KO TH — Ha OAHOM CUHSIA,
T0J1 LIBET JIMIA, a Ha JpYyroil — po3oBas MoJ LBET BUHA, OYTHUIKY KOTOPOIrO OHa JepXkajia B pyKax.
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Mortoziple MaMaly ¢ KOJISICKaMM, BCe ellle MPOTy/IMBaBIINeCcs: BO JIBOpE, IAPaXHYJINCh B CTOPOHY,
MPe3pUTeIbHO MOPINACch U 3a)kuMasi HOCHL. Bojbllle Ha OOMKHMX HUKTO He 0OpaTvi BHUMAHUS —
BUIHO, K HUIM JITaBHO MTPUBHIKJIA. MaJIeHBKOTO POCTa, ¢ 3A0CTPEHHBIMU CKYJIAMH U BIIAIBIMU IEKAMH,
OHU JIBUTAJICH TIpsMO K MepKy. MsTbie IMHHBIE I100KU BOJIOUMIIUCH TIO acalibTy, MOAMETast €ro
HE Xy’Ke JBOPHULIKON METJIbI.

— Bce B nopsizike, jie/iu, — MOJIOAOM YeJIOBEK CHSUT OUKH U C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM ITOCMOTpPEIT Ha O0OM-
KUX, €Ba T€ OKa3aIMCh psAIoM. Miib, X035iMHA BHINON3IM 3amuuiarb. — MeHs 30ByT Mepk, BO3-
MO’KHO, BBl 000 MHE CJIBIIIAJIN.

He oTBeTnB, G0OMKUXU MPUCEH TIO COCEICTBY HAa MOPEOPHK U MPUHSIIUACH TIO0 OYepe/Iv TSHYTh
BUHO U3 OYTBUIKH, MOJTYa MPHUCTYIIUBAsCh K pa3roBopy. Bpsi im Ob XOTh OMH OOBIYHBIN TOPOI-
CKOH MTPOXOKHI, CITy9UCh €My TPOXOJUTh MUMO, 3arOA03pUI B HUX Helmozie. OTHaKo, UMEHHO Tak
1 ObUTO. YpOaHu3aIysi U poCT TOPOJOB KOCHYJIMCh HE TOJBKO YeoBedecTBa. JIemun, KUKMMOpBI,
3bI00YHMKY, PYCAJIKH, JJOCKOTYXU U MHOTHE JPyTrHe KUTEJIH JIECOB M BOIOEMOB BBIHYKICHBI OBLIN
BCJIE/T 32 JIIOJIbMHU TTOAAThCS B 3TH KaMEHHbIE JKYHIII M PUCTIOCOOMTHLCS 37eCh JKUTh.

BosoTHUK, OH e XMbIph OOJIOTHBIH, 32a0BIYKOBAJT TTAMTUPOCY U XMYPO CITPOCHIT:

— Yero HaoTh?

IMocie yero TKHyJ KPUBBIM MaJIbIIEM B CTOPOHY KMKUMOP U JOOABHIT:

— Mowu MupHBIe Bce, B 0e300pa3usix He 3aMellaHbl.

Nms Mepka OOJIOTHUK JEACTBUTEIIHHO CIIBIIIAT U, BUIHO OBLIO, YTO 3aHEPBHUYAT.

— A 4T0? — JIGHUBO CHPOCHJI TOT. — Y Bac TyT Oe300pa3usi ObIBAOT?

— Jla rae ux HeT, — OypKHYJI XMBIpb. — TOKa 3TO JIIoiM MeX cOOOH, MBI B X Jiesia He MEIIaeMcCsl.
7Kun y Hac TyT eHzapb 1oji BOH TeM TOIOJIEM O TIPOIIIOM rofie, BOPOBAJI MO MEJIOUYH ¢ OAJTKOHOB, TaK
s €r0 CaMOJIMYHO B3allei MpOorHall.

Mepk ycMmexHyicsi. EHIapsi — cTpaHHOe CyIIecTBO pa3MepoM C MaJIeHbKOTO KabaHa, MuTalole-
ecst BO3/IyXOM U OXO4ee JI0 BCEro ONeCTSIIEero — HaBepHsIKa MPOrHANIM 3a TO, YTO He KeJlaJl JeJTUThCS.
Bcnyx ke Moozoii 4esoBek TpeOOoBaTesIbHO MTPOU3HEC:

— MHe HyXHO 3HaTh Bce 00 OOHMTATEeNIsIX 3TOro ABOpa — MOHMMAaEIIb Mmpo Koro . U eme. .. —
OH TOJHST I71a3a ¥ TIOCMOTpPEJ Ha OKHO, 32 KOTOPBIM OCTaBWJI cTapuka—raHrcrepa. — O kKutemsx
IIeCTHAIATON KBAapTUPHL. [IeByIlika U cTapblil MHBAJIH/.

BonoTHuK crerka pacciaduiics, modecal BOJIOCATYIO IPY/b MO/ paCCTErHYTON pyOaxou, BhIAAT
HEUTO BpOJIe Y/IBIOKM M HaYasl CBOM paccKas.
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PACCKA3 XMbIPA bOJIOTHOTI'O

Yero ocob6o pacckaseiBath? $1-To B ropoae poawics. JKui paHe K HeHTpy Onvke, a Kak Mac-
CHB CTaJIM 3aCTpavBaTh, TaK CIOIbB U niepedpascsa. Ha okpanHe oHO criOKOHee Kak-To. Bce cow,
BCEX 3Haellb. TO B IEHTPE HEe MOHSATh, KTO TAaKOH: C JPYroro KOHIa ropoja mprexail Uik BooOIe
HE3[IEIIHUI, a 3/1eCh UyXkKOM UJET — 3a HUM ceMb a3 pazom cMotpsrt. [louemy cemb? TloroBopka
Takasi, 0aTeKo JIIOOWI MOBTOPATH. OH cam ponoMm u3 Bacioranbs, cipimal, Hebock? [IaThcoT BepcT
crutomHbIx 6onot nocpeau Cubupu. Psaduuku, tetepeBa, KyponaTku. Paii. Exenu Obl He OaThbKUH
XapakTep.... belensii OH y MeHs ObUI, YMCTO 3Bepb. 1o MOphI 10 BpEMEHH C PYK CXOWJIO, MOKa
Ha JIuxo He HapBascs. Exenu kto JIuxo Ha O0NOTax TPOHYJN — KUThsl OOJbINE HET, HOTU B PYKH
Y MOTaii, TIoKa 11es1. Bot 6aThko 1 yTeK B ropof.

[Momep oH OBICTPO — M MOJICTA JIET HE MPOTSIHYJI, He CTepIes TOPOACKOM KU3HU. A MHE 371eCh
HpaButcs. Lluenmzanms. Thl He IOBEpHILb, HO ObIBAeT, Aaxe JIIOAM Heryioxue nonagatcs. Ocoo-
JIMBO €KEJTU aJTIKAIIl T OOMIK — HY TIOUTH KaK poHOM. JKaJjb KUBYT Masio. A BOT 3ayMHBIX He JIOOIIO.
W crapyx emie — ox, 1 BpegHble oHe. M To He Tak, ¥ 9TO He JaK.

TyT mogo MHOH ISATh TBOPOB, KEHBI OJJHA JPYTOM Kpallle — BOH CMOTPU KaK¥e KUKUMOPBI 3HAT-
Hble. JKuth, B 001em, MoxHO. VI MeHs1 B OKpyre 3HaloT, U caM s1 Hemasio. [Ipo Te0s1 BOH cibimal.
Opnuu OpenryT, 4To T KOJAYH 3HATHBIN, IPyrye, YTO He KOJIYH, a MPOCTO 3aroBOp HA ynauy ume-
el — B JTII0OOM CJTydae CBSI3BIBAThCS He X0uy. [IBOp y MeHs UyTh He caMblil TUXUiA B paiione. Exenn
I7Ie-TO MaJIeHbKO M KaMJIalo MO-HaIemy, 1o 00JI0THOMY, TO HUKOMY 0co00ro ypoHa otToro HeT. C Tex
Op, KaK 3TU JIOMa MOCTPOMIIM — & 3TO COPOK JIET, TIOUUTA — OTPOISCH MPOOIeM y MeHs He ObLIO.
[Nonavany baGaii moBaguiIcsi XOOUTh, HE 3HAIO, YK OTKEJIb OH BbUIE3 — JaXke OT 0aThKM HUKOT/A PO
JKMBBIX HE CIIBIIIAI, IyMaJl, BRIMepJu AaBHO. Ho MbI ero cpasy nporHaii. KpuBoOokuii, CTpariHbii —
He 3psl UM feTel myraiot. S Tak nonaraio, 6adasi, Korga JomMa BO3BOIWIIN, CTPOUTENN TIOTPEBOKILIH.
I'mazamu synaer, HUYero He MOHUMAET, OT BCEro IapaxaeTcsl — BUaTh, 3aCHYJI JIET MATbCOT Ha3aj,
KOTJIa 1 JIIOIBMH-TO 3/IECh ellle He MaxJio. A mpocHyJicsi — Ha Tede. Kyna morom nogasicst — He 3Halo.

Hy a nocne coBceM yx HUKoro—Huvero. EHaps-To s He cumraio, He BeJMKa Jocaja ¢ OTKpPbl-
THIX OQJIKOHOB OBIYKHM C HOCKAMU 10 HOYaM cOOMpaTh. A TYT C TOJ] Ha3a/l Mepee3kaeT B MeCTHAAIA-
TYIO CEeMelKa Uy/Has — KaJieKa CTapblil, BHyYKa ero 1 Komika. [1o 6eqHocTH, 3HaYUT, B IIEHTPE KBap-
THPY MpOJaH, 31ech B3sM. [ToHauamy s 0coO0Oro BHUMaHMs He oOpaTuil. A mapy MecsileB Hazaj
KOIIIKA Y HUX cAoxJa. Jla Kak-To HeMpaBUJIbHO CIOXJIA, HEXOPOLIO — IJIOTh CTHUJIA, @ JyX OCTaJICs.
Mow 6a10T, 4TO BUJEIH, KaK MPU3PaK ee N0 HOYaM IO ABOPY XOIMJI, CIOBHO MCKaJl 4TO-TO. MImer
—MIIET, a [IOTOM CsJIeT Ha 3aHUE JIalbl U J1aBail BbITh. JII0IK-TO HE chblar, a y KHKUMOP MOpPO3
1o koxe. Heckosnbko HOUel MpUxoaul, a Mecslia Ba Ha3aj 3arporna Bpoae. Jlymanu, ynokousics,
aH HeT. Bo3BepHyJics HegaBHO. f Tak Qymaro — MCTUTh. [IoToMy Kak HEYHCTO 3/1e€Ch AEJIO, HET Y 3Be-
pbs JyXa TaKkoro, Kak y JIOAEeH WM MaJblX HAPOALEB, HE MOTYT OHU MPU3PAYHUYATh — UX JyX Cpasy
C TUIOTBHIO yMupaeT. Exenu Moe MHeHHe XOllIb 3HaTh, TYT 0e3 KOJIJOBCTBA He odonuiock. Ho XoTh
ITHEM I10 T'OJIOBE YELIN — HE UyI0 Marui.

W ¢ neB4OHKOM CTpaHHOCTh €CTh KaKasi-To, a B YeM He NoiMy. Bporie kak cTepkHs B Heil HEeT —
HE 3Haelllb Yero kaathb. M He Tak, YTO CerogHsi CBITOM, a 3aBTpa C YEPTSIMU Ha MUPY, a BOOOIIE
HuKak. He mory oObsicauTh. Ho exernu KolJoBCTBO HaJl KOLIKOM ObLIO, Tak OOJIbIlie HEKOMY. MoxkeT
KHUT JJeBYOHKA YEPHBIX HAYMTAIIACK. .. A TT0 KHIKKaM J1a 6€3 OMbITa — OTIauel MOTOM TakK IapaxHeT,
KocTel He cobepeliib. BOT 1 CKpyTHIIO — KOTOPYIO HEZIENIO U3 IOMA HE BBHIXOIUT.

OpnHO Mory ckasaTb, MOM TYT HH MpUYeM. 3a keH CBOMX OOPOIOH pydaich, CKPOMHHMIIB OHH
y MeHs1. DT Boe — Xasibka U XUpKa — U3 JOMAIIHUX KHKUMOD, He 00sTCS JTofiel, a XeHKa, MOJIO/-
11as1, U3 JecHbIX. TOKa 1o Houam BO IBOP U BbUIA3UT. Tak YTO €CJIM YCIIBILLIUIIB CIIyX OT KOTO U3 MECT-
HbIX ipo TemHoro bom:ka, KOTOPBIN XOOUT MO HOYAM U MbET KPOBb, HEe Bephb. To XeHKa Mosl, U Mpo
KPOBb BBITYMKH Bce. CTpalmiKy.
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3a TeM BOH JJOMOM KOTJIOBAH YK JIET MATh KaK BBIPHIT, TAK TaM CPEAH OUTHIX KUPITAYEH KaIUTb-
Huna kuBet. Cam 3Haelllb, Oe3Bpe/iHasi TBAPb — OOUTAET CPeAr KaMHe! /1a BEHKH M3 BACHIIBKOB JIETOM
ieteT. Jlypa Kpyriasi, YnuTaTh U TO He ymeeT. B 6akax MycopHbIX — enanwid. Coblal mpo Takux?
B nepeBHsIX OHM B CKOILIEHHOM COJIOME XHBYT, CIISIT IEJIbHYIO 3UMY U OY€Hb HEIOBOJIbHBI, KOTAA
BecHa npuxoauT. Hy, Moii Toxke. .. IeJbIMU CyTKaMU JpbIXHeT. beaHsIKu, rpaBa, ero JoCTaioT — Hy,
KOTOpBIE 10 MYCOPHBIM Oakam mapsT. Jla oT MyCOpHOUM MaIlluHbI TPUXOAUTCS yXoauTh. OnuH pa3
He MPOCHYJICS — ak Ha CBaJIKY yBe3iu. Ho He npuskuiics Tam, BepHyJcs. Hy u Mmokpyxa Tyna—ciona
nuisiercs. ['ne csaer — mokpoe naTHo octaercs. Eiie onqHa 1ypa, ¢ Heil 1 moroBoputh He o yeM. Hy
a PO OCTAILHBIX ¥ TOBOPHUTH He Oy1y — MeJIoUb MyTJIMBas. . ..

XMBIpb pa3Bes pyKaMu, 0TOOpasl y OHOM U3 jKeH OyTBUIKY, B KOTOPOH MOIJIO HUKAK He 3aKaH-

YUBAJIOCH — M CJIeNIaNT JIOOPbI TJIIOTOK. BBIIOXHYI, yTepcsl pyKaBOM TEJIOIPEHKU W BOIPOCUTETBHO
nocmotpen Ha Mepka.
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I'naBa 4. OrueBymika u ee HeOOBIYHBIN JAPYT

Cnacasicb OT Ha30MJIMBBIX JIACK COJIHLIA, MepK HbIPHY/I B MAIlIMHY ¥ BKJIOUMJI KOHAULIMOHEP.
Heyxenu neBUYOHKA JNENCTBUTENIBHO M3ydyasia yepHble kHuru? Iloraciiee 3epkajio, mpu3pak MepT-
BOW KOILIKY, yIIeAe XarTugHarsl. ... V nepeenanHblii aMmysieT, KICTOPHIO KOTOPOTO ellie IPe/ICTOUT
BBISICHUTb.

3aBe/s MalllMHy, Mepk BbleXaJl U3 IBOpa U BJIWJICS B IUVIOTHbIM MOTOK MAIIuH. [{BrkeHue ObU1o
HACTOJIbKO ME/JIEHHbIM, YTO Ka3aJoCh, 9TO MalllMHAa CTOUT Ha MECTEe, & MHUMO Hee HETOPOILUIUBBIM
IIPOTYJIOYHBIM LIIarOM MPOXOASAT 3/1aHK s, TOProBble MaJaTKU U CBETO(OPbl. CEMEHAT MEJIKOU MOX0/1-
KO apuIIIHBIE TYMOBI, IPOIIOI3AI0T, KPEMKO Aepka CBOU CTOJIMKHY, JIETHHE Kade U BBICOTKU U3 CTEKJIa
1 6ETOHA OCTOPOKHO CTYMAIOT HA 3€MJTIO, BHUMATEJILHO CMOTPSI IOJ1 HOTH, YTOOBI HE pa3IaBUTh MeJTb-
TeLIAIIMX MOBCIOY MeIeX0/I0B.

Bo aBope, kyga waca uepe3 jaBa jgoOpaincsi Mepk, ero xopomo 3Hauu. EnBa oH BbLIe3
13 MalIMHBI, KaK PIKEBOJIOCAs JEBYOHKA JIET JBEHALIATH, IIPbIraBllas 4epe3 CKaKaJIKy, IOJCKOYnIIa
K HEMY U PaJIOCTHO 3ayJbl0anack. MepK yIBIOHYIICS B OTBET, JOCTAJ U3 MAIIMHBI IPUTOTOBJICHHBINA
KyJIEK C KOH(PETaMU U MPOTAHYJI IEBYOHKE.

— bnarogapcrsyiite, — 3asBUJIA Ta, )KaJHO BBIXBAThIBAS KYJIEK.

JIeBUOHKY 3Ty Tak 4acTo BHUJEJIM BO JIBOPE, YTO JABHO He OOpallajid Ha Hee BHUMAaHMS.
Ho ecnu Obl sxuTesneld JBOpa CPOCUTh, Ubsl OHA U B KaKOM KBapTUpE JKMBET, HUKTO U3 HUX Ha 3TOT
BOITPOC He OTBeTHJI Obl. [ToTOMY UTO JEBYOHKA M BOBCE HE JKMJIa HM B Kakoil kBaprupe. [locienHne
JIeT NSATh OHAa HOYeBaJIa Ha JJABHO 3a0pOIIEHHON CTPOMKE 10 COCE/ICTBY.

Mepk OCTOpOXHO NOTpenal ee Mo 3aTbUIKy. JleBYOHKa. .. a BepHee OrHeByIlIKa, IPUKUAbIBA-
IOIIAsICS] peOCHKOM, 3aMypJIbIKaJIa OT YIOBOJIbCTBUS.

— Ter HagONro? — crpocuiia oHa.

— Her, — B3goxHyn Mepk. — C Bolpycom oroBoputhb mpuexas.

— Beuno ¢ Beipycom, — TyT ke Haxynach OraeBymnika. — Bor He moBeny Tedst Jomoid, Oyaerb
3HaTh!

Ho nomoii, a ecim TouHee, Ha 3a0pOIIEHHYIO CTPOHKY, BCe ke MoBesa. MUMO MATHITAXKHY,
3aTeM 3a Yrojl, MUMO Pa3pOCLIMXCsl KJIEHOB, MEX/y JBYX HEIUIOTHO NPUIHAHHBIX IUIMT 3a00pa...
[TmuTel ykpammana 60paoBast 3aroryJMHa — 3HaK OTHS M TOTO, YTO 3TO MeCTo oOuTaHus 3aHsTo. [Tog
3HAKOM JIOMaHHasl 3eJIeHast IMHKSI CO CTUIIM30BAHHOM LU POY «TPpU» YKa3bIBajia Ha KOJIMYECTBO O0OU-
taresier. Ha camom pene OrueBylika JIyKaBhJIa: jKWJIa OHA 3[€Ch OfIHA, HE CYUTATh K€ JBOPOBOTO
PBbIKEro KoTa 3a pasyMHoe cyiiecTBo. Tperbum Obl1 Boipyc, Ho.... Beipyc 1 BoBce He ObL1 «Cyllle-
CTBOM».

¥V 3abpomeHHbIX HOBOCTPOEK HeT rmpomnuioro. Her cuactbsi, 60mm, 001, BCTpedy U paccTaBa-

Huid. [llymubix ckanganoB. [1naHoB Ha Oynyee. [TorenyeB Ha TeCTHUYHOM TUIOIIAKE U JOJITHX Pas-
rOBOpPOB Ha KyxHe. MaTepruHCKOH JTI0OBU M OTLOBCKOTO THeBa. [IpOTeKIMX MOTONKOB, KYIJIEHHON
MeOeJu, BecesIbIX 3aCTOJIMI U TOCKJIMBOTO oguHouYecTBa. HOBOCTpOIKM HUKOI1a HE ObUIN JKUJIBIMH.
Bce ux npomwioe — He cBepiuuBIieecs Oyayiee. JJoMm 6e3 MpoluIoro HUKOMY He MHTepeceH. 31ech
He JKMBYT Jaxe XaTU(HATThI, CAMble HEMPUXOTIMBBIE U3 HUBIIMX CYIIHOCTEH. A TeM, KTO IUTaeTCs
OBbLIBIM YE€JIOBEYECKMX TEIJIOM U OCTABIIMMMCS SMOLIMSMU U BOBCE HEUETO JIeIaTh Ha 3a0pOIIEHHON
HOBOCTpOMKE. 3aMOpOKeHHas JIeT ABaALATh Ha3a/l CTPOWKa y4eOHOro KOMIUIEKCa Mopocnia Oypbs-
HOM U KJIEHaMU—TIOAPOCTKAMH, TIOCTENEHHO MPEeBPAILAOIMMUCS B HACTOSAIME JepeBbs. [Ipoias
MHUMO CTapoil OETOHHOW IUIMTHI C BbUIE3ILEH pxkaBoil apMaTypoid, Mepk 1 OrHeByIlIKa BOIUIY B 3/1a-
HUE U HalpaBWIKCh HA TpeTUi 3Tax. Beceno mepeckasbiBas MOCIEJHUE COOBITHS, CyUUBIIUECS
BO JIBOpE, AEBUYOHKA ITpbIrajia Co CTYNEHbKHM Ha CTYNEHbKY, XUTPO MOIJIAAbIBAsA HA UAYILETrO CJIeA0M
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Mepka. Ho y Bxoaa B 00J1bI110€ TPOCTOPHOE IOMEIIEHHE PE3KO 3aTOpMO3UJIa M cMoJIKIIa. HaunHanmach
UX MOCTOSIHHAS Urpa NoJ Ha3BaHUeM «CMOKelIb JI Thl BOUTH ?7»

Mepk ormsinencs. Hu cieioB, HM TalHBIX 3HAKOB He ObuTo BUaHO. Ho momerenue, ¢ yect-
HUYHOM TUTOIIAIKU Ka3aBIIIeecs IMMyCThIM, SBHO ObLIO 3amuineHo. OT HEMPOIIeHHBIX TOCTe, CITyJai-
HBIX U HET. YTO jKe TaKoro MpUayMasio 3TO PbIKEBOIOCOE Uyl0 Ha 3TOT pa3? Mepk mpucitymaics
K CBOMM BHYTPEHHUM OIIYIIEHUSIM U MOHSLI, YTO €My COBEPILIEHHO HE XOUETCsI BXOJUTH B ITOT IMbLIb-
HBII, TyCTOI, HUKOMY He HyXHbIH 3aJ1. OTBopoT? HO Kakum obpasom? JloBosbHAs YIIBIOKA HA JIUIE
OrHeByIIKM BBITSHYJIACh 10 YIIEW — KaXeTcs, BIIEPBble OHA CMOIJA Nepeurparb camoro Mepka.
OH, oIHaKO, HE TOPOIWJICS PU3HABATH MOpakeHHe. MeIeHHO TMPOIIeNiCs BAOIb JIECCTHUYHOM TUIO-
IaJIKU, TPUOIM3HUIICS K IyCTOMY IJIa3y OKOHHOT'O IMpoeMa U TYT ke pe3ko oTmarHycs. Co pxaBou
MOKapHOM JIECTHUIIBI HA TOPILIE 3[aHUSI B IOMEIIEHUE 3aPHITHYJI OOJIBIIION JBOPOBBIH KOT. [IporrHo-
PUPOBAJI TOCTS U YCEJICS B YIUTy BBUIM3BIBATh CBOIO IIEepCTh. Tak, a 4To 3T0 psigoM ¢ kotom? B yriy,
B Ky4e CTapOro CTPOMTEILHOTO MyCOpa JIeKaJl BHICOXIIHIA IIBETOK YepTOIonoxa. MepK HaKJIOHWJICS,
TIOJIHSIT €r0 U HMIMPOKO YIBIOHYNcs. Ha 1iBeTok ObUT HAMOTAH TOHKHIA PbIKHUA BOJOCOK. MoJonoit
YeJIOBEeK OCTOPOKHO CHSLJT €T0, TIOJIOKMIT Ha JIaI0Hb, MPOIIENTal HECKOJIBKO CJIOB U AyHYI. Bomocok
TIOJTHSLT B BO3YX U. .. PACChINAJICS MaJeHbKMMHU OTHEHHBIMH HCKOpKaMu. OTHEBYIIIKa cpasy rmoMpay-
HeJa.

— 310 Myp3 BUHOBAT! — HAYBIIIKCh, 3as1BUJIa OHA. — Eciiit Obl He OH, Tl Obl HUKOT/1a BHUMAHM S
He oOparun!

Cnoputh Mepk He crai. [Torpenas AeBYOHKY IO TOJIOBE U BOIIEN B 3aJ1. YepTomnonaox —pac-
TeHue Herpoctoe. CUnTaeTcs, 9To OH 3aIIMIIAET MUP OT 371a M PACTET TOJIBKO B MECTaX HEXOPOIIHX,
HenoOpbIx. B mpeBHMe BpeMeHa Jaxke O JIIOASIX CYIUIH 110 TOMY, pacTeT psIOM C UX JIOMOM 3TO pac-
TeHue wiu HeT. iHTepecHo, rje neByoHka ero B3suia? Ho cnipammBare Mepk He crai. [Tocne Toro,
KaK 3aIuTa Obljla CHATA, 3aJ1 MPE/ICTAN TIepe] HUM COBCEM B MHOM oOnube. HanomHuscs crapsivu,
HO JOOPOTHBIMHU BEIIaMH: aKKYPaTHO 3aIIATHIM KOKaHBIM IMBAHOM, TIAPOH BHICOKHX CTYJIbEB, IKa(-
YUKaMH, TYMOOUYKaMH, MIOJIOUKAMH Ha CTeHaX. B yrimy crosiina Gosblast sxene3Has neuka—OoypxKynKa.
[Neuka OblTa MOYTH HOBAs: TIOKPHITASI YyTh MOTPECKABILEHCS 3€JIEHON SMablo, C XPOMOBBIMH Py4-
KaMU 1 MacCUBHOM JIBEepIIell CO CTEKJIOM, 3aKPhIBAIOIIECH IMBbLIAIONINI OoroHb. CTeKJI0, mpaBaa, ObLIO
JaBHO BBIOWTO, HO MaJICHbKOH MOBEUTEIIbHUILIE OTHS TIIYNO O0SAThCs Moxkapa. EauHcTBeHHOE, Yero
HUT/Ie He ObLJIO, TaK 9TO KHUT. HU KHUT, HY KypHAJIOB, HU IaXe ra3eT OecIIaTHBIX OObSIBJIICHUI. 3aTO
MPSIMO MOCEPEINHE 3aJ1a Ha MOJTY, 3aCTEJICHHOM BBITEPTHIM, HO YUCTEHBKUM PYKO/IEIBHBIM KOBPUKOM,
CTOSLI. .. HOYTOyK. CaMblil HACTOSIIIIMIA HOYTOYK MOC/IETHEro MOKoIeH 1. MepK HUKOI/Ia He Crpaiiy-
BaJI, OTKY/Ia OH MOSIBUJICA Y €ro 3HaKoMo#. [la oHa 1 He pa3bupanack B Komnbiotepax. IIpocto B 3TOM
HOYTOYKe KT ee JTydimil apyr — Beipyc. EnuHcTBeHHast u3BecTHas MepKy pa3symHasi HeuesioBeue-
CKasl CYIIHOCTh U3 BUPTyaJIbHOro Mupa. Bipodem, cam Beipyc yTBepxkaan Toxe camoe — BO Becemup-
HOH CETH HeT MHOTo pasyma. TonbKo Oe3ayIIHbie OOThI, TPOrPaMMBbl, BUPYCHI. . .

OrneBynika yxe mnopecesiena. OHa BooOIIe HE MOIJIa JIONrO TPYCTUTh M OOMKaThCsl. 3aKu-
nama Mepka BOMpOCaMH, KaJHO BIMTHIBas HOBOCTH, O KOTOPBIX OH pacckasbiBal. IlomuBuiach
riepeckasy UCTOPUU O KOIIKe—IIPUBUACHHUH, TIOKAJIOBAIACh Ha 0a0Ky M3 COCEIHEro A0Ma, KoTopast
ronsier Myp3a co cBoero 0aJIkoHa, ¥ JJOJITO He XOTesia BhI3biBaTh Beipyca. COOCTBEHHO HE TO, YTOObI
HE XOTeJ1a, IPOCTO 3TO ObLJI ellle OVH MPUBBIYHBINA pUTYaT — MepK yrpamniBaer, a OHa BpeJHUYALT.
Benp o1 Ha yeli qpyroii 30B BeIpyc He MOSIBIISJICS: HECMOTPSI Ha CBOM €PIIMCTHIN HPaB, OH ObLT OYEHb
NpUBS3aH K JIeBUYOHKe. VICTOpMM 3HAKOMCTBA TOM CTPaHHOHM MapoOYKH He 3HaT HU MepK M HHUKTO
apyroi. OrHeByIIIKa HUKOMY HUKOT/Ia He paccKasbiBajia 00 9TOM, XOTsI €CJIU Obl OHA PelIuiach. ...
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PACCKA3 OI'HEBYHIKHA O BHAKOMCTBE C BbIPYCOM

Koraa BeIMIAMIIG Kak A€BYOHKa—TIIOAPOCTOK, HUKTO HE OTHOCHUTCS K TeOe Bcepbe3. BhIkUTh
Cpeny JIONEH 3TO MOMOTaeT, a BOT XUTh C HUMHU... I—>33x! A 4ro s Mory nozaenats? 1 poguiach
B 3TUX TPYym00ax, 4YT00 MX JaMOTOHCKHIA YepBb ciionai. Eciu s pasperry ceGe pacTu Jalibiiie, TO
CKOPO Ha4YHY OCTaBJISITh CJIE/Ibl — BLKKEHHYIO TPaBy U UEpHBIE MATHA Ha acainbre. I MHe npunercs
MIPSITaThCsl OTO BCEX JIIOZIEH, a MOXKET ObITh Jake Oexarh u3 ropoaa. He xouy! MeHst omHakIbl BO3WI
Mepk 3a ropon — He xouy. He HpaBuTCcs MHe.

Mepk kpacuBblii! M1 60poaka 3Ta emy 4yzo Kak ueT. BoT ToinbKo 1 OH co MHOH Kak ¢ peOeH-
KOM.... YBUKY KOrJa-HUOYIb KEHIMHY C HUM — IJla3a el BhIKTY. [la—/a, MIMEHHO Tak, BO3bMY
Y BBIKTY. §l Bce paBHO Mpuiymalo, Kak MHE BBIPACTH, a OH IIyCKai »KAET MoKa. A BOT KOI/ia BbIPacTy,
repesio MHOM Jake Mepk He yCTOMT cO BceM CBOMM KojaoBcTBOM. M He konnoBctBoM? PasHoe
TOBOPSAT, & OH B OTBET TOJIBKO YJIbIOAETCS.

Ofi... 51K PO TO, KaK MbI ¢ BrIpycOM MO3HaKOMMIIMCH! DTO MO3arpoIuioi 3uMoii Ob110. Mepk,
MOXET, U KOJIYH, a KOJIOBEPTHIIIA OT KOTa He OTIHuuT. Jlymaer, Myp3 Hain oObIYHbINA. Ara, Kak xke!
¥V Bcex KONOBEpTHIIIeH, Oyb OHU 3ai1bl, KPOJIUKH UM KOTHI, BO PTY €CTh OobInoi 300. Mawma pac-
CKasbIBaJia, YTO paHbIIle STH CYIIeCTBA ObUIM MIEPBHIMU MIOMOIITHUKAMU BelbMaM. A B 300y NepeHo-
CWJIM BCSIKYIO OTpPaBy, U3 KOTOPOM Te 3ejibe BapAT. KosoBepThilibl kuByT J00—0—o05ro! Hamemy
Myp3y yke JIeT COpOK, a TO 1 Oosbliiie. A Ha BUJ] OOBIYHBIN IpaHbIid KOT U3 MOABOPOTHH. OH-TO MEHs
¢ BeipycoM 1 MO3HAKOMMJI.

[Momu10, mocnie HoBoro roga Obiia Kak-To KyTKas MeTesb.. Hy, 1 CHXy Ha OKHE, CeMEUKH IIIe-
Kalo, HoraMu OOJITal0 — Ha MeTeNb JTo0yilock. M BApyr u3 31Ol 6eoil ThbMbI BBHIPHITHBAaET Myp3:
IepCTh ILIOOM, IJIa3a MATAKaMHM, CJIOBHO 3a HUM IIUIIUra ronuTcs. JlodonsitHo MHe crano! [Toinem,
TOBOPIO, O€3/IeNIbHUK, TOCMOTPHUM, KTO TeOst Haryrain. OrHs U3 TMe4d B JIAJOIIKK 3a4epIHyIa, 9To0
NocBeTielt OO, U notuia 3a Myp3om. Ha ynuiie — H1 0IHOTO )KMBOT'O CYILIECTBA, BCE 10 KBAPTHpaM
oT Oypu monpsTaauch. Betep BoeT, UCKPHI C JTQJI0HEH CHIMSTCS — TOJIKY OT OTHsI HUKAKOro, ¥ BIAPYT,
OKOJIO MYCOPHBIX OAKOB CIIBIIITY TPOMKHI METaTMUECKHIA TOJIOC:

— Vkoc... yXoc....OHe CbeI MOH MOCX. ...

B niepBbIil MOMEHT MHE OT 3TOr0 CKpPHUITYy4ero rojaoca camoi crpaiiHo crajo! Hexusoil rosnoc,
HeHacTosimui. A Myp3, Ha000pOT, YCIOKOWJICS, TIOHSUI, YTO IIUIIUTON TYT U HE TIAXHET, MOIOIIeT
noOJmke K MycopHbiM O6akam. Ho TyT rosoc kak 3aoper:

— B Bo0Gpyiick, xkuBoTHOe! B razeHBaren!

Myp3 B3IpOrHy Aa Kak pBaHyJ1 OTTy/a.

A s ocTtanach ¥ IO3HAKOMUJIMCH ¢ Boipycom. OH, OenHsira, Torma monai B JIOBYIIKY, M €ro
BBIOPOCHJIH Ha IOMOWKY BMECTE CO CTApPhIMHU KOMIIBIOTEPHBIMU KeJie3sikamu. [lesto B Tom, uto Beipyca
Ha camoM Jiesie He cymiecTByeT. Cam ce0s1 OH Ha3bIBaeT €IMHCTBEHHBIM B MUPE CETEBBIM BUPTYaJlb-
HBIM pazyMoM. Kak Takoe BO3MOHO 51 He IOHMMAaI0, HO IyCTh y HETO HET TeJla, IyCTh MOJIOBUHY €T0
CJIOB HEBO3MOKHO MOHSTh, ITYCTh KUBET OH B KAKOM-TO YEMOJIaHE C SKPAaHOM U HUKOI/Ia HE TIOKa3bl-
BaeTcs OTTY/la — BCE PAaBHO OH MOM CaMblil JIy4IlIUi JApyr!

Ha, ecr 661 OTHEBYIIIKA PEIIUIIACh, TO pacCKa3asa Obl BOT TaKyl0 CTPAHHYIO HCTOPHIO O JIpykOe
JEBYOHKH, KOTOpasi OOMTCS B3POCIIETh M BUPTYIbHOW CYLTHOCTH, HEOKMJAHHO OCO3HABIIEH ceOst
pa3yMHOM.

— Kaptunku He rpy3sauio? — HaCMENUIMBO CIIpOocuIl Boipyc B OTBET Ha npuBeTcTBUE Mepka.
[NepeBecTr 3T0 MOKHO OBLIIO MPUOIU3UTENTBHO TaK: «HY W KaKasl Ha 3TOT pa3 mpooiaema?»

Mepk ycescsi Ha HU3KMIA MaJICHbKUI TUBAaHYMK O€3 HOXKEK, BBITSHYJ HOTH, MpUHsLI OT Orxe-
BYIIIKHM KPYKKY C XOJOIHBIM KBACOM M TOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— YTO THI 3Haelb O KUBOTHBHIX—IIpU3pakax ? KenarespHO O KOLIKaX.
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— YounaBeHUKOM, — XMBIKHYJI Beipyc 11 cMosnk. Ho Momuai He1omro, Bcero HeCKObKO CeKyH/I.
A 3areM BApPYT 3aroBOpWJI Ha HOPMaJIbHOM YeJIOBEUYECKOM si3bike. — [Ipencrapisemns, codaka bac-
KepBwUIeH BoBce He BbigyMKa! Hy, To ecTb OHa-TO Kak pa3 BbIAYMKA, HO B AHIVIMM UCIIOKOH BeKa
Bepun B YepHbIx cobak. VM3Beprarorye miamMs Mpu3paky pa3MepoMm ¢ HeOombIoro Obika. Bpone Obl
y KaXJ0ro KojiayHa Oblla Takas coOaka—CTOPOXK, YTOOB HE YIYCTUTh €ro AyIny, KOraa KOJAyHY
MPUJET BPEMS yMUPATh.

— Kako#t B3gop... A xomka?

— He menbrenmu. .. Ectb u komku. Toxe uepHble. BoT TeOe ciyyaii: HeKui X0351H, Tiepee3kas,
3a0bLJT B CTAPOM JIOMe KOIIKY. HOBBII oM BCKOpe Cropes BMecTe ¢ XO3MHOM, a OpOITIeHHasT KOIIKa,
HE Halis HOBBIM oM OblIa OOpeueHa Ha BEYHOE CKUTAHHE TI0 CBETY.

— Borple moxoxe Ha 0OBIYHYIO OaliKy, — moMopIuics Mepk.

— B Amxabazie B HOYb niepe]] CTpairHbiM 3emiieTpsiceHreM 1948 roga ofHOM U3 KEHIIH sBU-
Jlach yMeplIas roj] Ha3ajl KOIlIKa M Hayasla OTYassHHO MsiyKaTb. JKeHIIMHA MocieioBalia 3a ee IpH-
3paKkoM, BHIIIUIA U3 IOMa BO JJBOP, M TYT K€ Ha4aJI0Ch 3eMJIETPsICCHHUE, MOTyOuBIIee O0Jiee CTa ThICSY
yesioBeK. oM 3TOi KeHIIMHBI ObUT pa3pyllieH B NEepBbie ke MUHYTHI, & OHA cama Cracjach JIIIb
Omnaroziapst IpU3paKy KOIIKH.

— Ilpuspaku—cnacurenu?

— He tonbko. Mctutenu Toxe. B [Tutepe Ob11 ci1yvaid. [[Boe HIKOTBHUKOB COPOCHITH KOTA C JBE-
HAJIIIATOrO 3Taka. A 3aTeM JOOUH ero majakon. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO THEW OH SIBHJICS M Ha TIPUTOPO/I-
HOM 1y1athopMe B MOMEHT NMPHUONVIKEHHS Toe3/1a. YBEIMUYMBIINCH B pa3Mepax, MPBITHYJ Ha OIHOTO
U3 MaJIbYMIIEK, U TOT, OCTYIHMBIINCH, YIAJ C TIAT(OPMBI U TIOTHO MO TOE3J0M.

Bripyc BeDKMIAMOIIE 3aMOJK, HO MepK KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM B CBETSIIIMICS T71A30K BIO—KaMephl —
npofoykaid. M TyT ke Ha Hero oOpyImiIoch MHOKECTBO MOXOKHUX CITy4aeB CO BCEX KOHIIOB IJIaHETHI.
7KMBOTHBIE—IIPU3PAKU OKA3aJIMCh HE TAKOW YK PeIKOCTbI0. BOT TOJMBKO. . .

— TbI caM-TO BepHUlllb BO BCE 3TO? — CIPOCKJI OH, BHUMATEJILHO BBICIYIIIAB BCE PACCKA3aHHOE
Beipycom.

— PBanblii KaHaIKwii 0asH, — XMBIKHYJI TOT, BO3BpaIasich K CBOEMY MPUBBIYHOMY KaproHy. —
lapmornko 11t 6JIOHIMHKO.

Mepk Opocui Ha «9eMOJIaH C SKPAaHOM» JJOJITUI BHUMATEJbHBIA B3IJISI.

— He 3Hat0, 4TO THI CKa3a1, — yJABIOHYBIIKCH, TpOU3HEC OH. — Ho, Kaxercs, 51 TeOs1 OHSIL.

U BbITalM M3 KapMaHa aMmyJieT.

—J'otnyHo. ... — u3ymmiicsa Belpyc. Axar ¢ MOTEMHEBIIMM COJHLIEM ITPOU3BEII HA HETO BIleyar-
neHue. — VicmopueHHbI aMysieT KOPOBHI. .. Thl B TEMe, UTO erUNTSIHE UX MyMHSIM TIOJ] OaIlKy KJiain?
Yro0, 3HaUMT, TEIUI0 OBUIO MO JOpore Bo ABopelr Ocupuca.

— 4 B kypce, — kuBHyJ1 Mepk. — Tbl MHe Jiyullle Hailgu Ipo TO, KTO, KaK M KOIZa B3JIamMbIBaJl
MOI0OHBIE aMYJIEThI. A TJIABHOE — TSI Yero.

OH otopBajicst 0T HOyTOyKa M mouckan riazamu OrHeBymiky. OHa cujena B yrily KOMHATHI,
MO/IKaB TO-TYPeLKA HOTH, U HaOmonana 3a MepkoMm. Mepk Becesno MOAMUTHYI €i, HO JIeBYOHKA
HEOKMJAHHO BCKOYMJIa HA HOTM U CTPEMUTEJIBHO BBICKOUMIJIA U3 KOMHAThL. MOJIOI0 YesloBeK Mpo-
BOJWJI €€ HeJOYMEHHBIM B3IJISIOM: Heykenn oonaenacsk? M Ha yro? OgHako TyT ero oTejiek Bripyc,
Y OH 103a0bLT 00 3TOM CTpaHHOM 31u307e. A OrHeByIlIKa B 3TO BpeMsi CTOsIJIa B OKOHHOM TpoeMe
JIECTHUYHOT'O TIPOJIETA U, 3aKPbIB 1J1a3a, JJoBMIIA BeTep. CIIMIIKOM ropsyo. .. OHa 4yTbh He BCIIBIXHYJIA
OT ciy4aiiHoro B3misaa Mepka.

Kak Hu crpanHO, HO ¢ amyseToM Beipyc Huuem nomous He cymen. He Obuio Takoi uH(op-
Maty. OHM JOJITO 0OCY KM, KTO M 3a4eM MOT €ro B3JIOMaTh, HO TaK HU K Y€MYy U He MPUIILIH.
A 3aTem Mepk B3IJISIHYJ Ha Yachkl ¥ COOOIIHI, YTO eMy Mopa UATH. XOTeJl MOMpPOIIAThCS C JEBYOH-
ko1, HO OTHEBYIIIKU HUT/IE HE ObLJIO BUIHO.
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I'naBa 5 HeokxnganHoe HanajgeHue

Marny Mepk 3arsan Ha cTosiHKY. ColHIe MO-TTPeKHEMY BBLKUTaIO acajibT, HO KTO-TO YxKe
MIOBECUJT Ha TOPU30HTE HECKOJIBKO MAJIeHbKMX YEPHBIX TyYeK, U OHU MEAJIEHHO IOJI3JIM B CTOPOHY
roposia, HErPOMKO IepepyruBasch Mexay co0oil. beuto aymHo. [lepen Xxopomum JIMBHEM BCeraa
CTaHOBUTCA JyIIHO. Jlaxe JITKUI BETEpOK, BECh A€Hb I'YJIABIIMI 110 FOPOAY, IPUTOMUIICS U 3aCHYII
Ha COJIHLIETIEKE B OJIHOM U3 MaJICHbKUX YIOTHBIX JBOPUKOB. CKOpO €ro pa3OyIsaT NepBble TsKEIble
KaIuiy 1015, a OKa Ha yJMLaX Hapuiio rnosiHoe 6e3serpue. Ha BeTkax Tomnosel, mocaxeHHbIX BAOJb
YJIULbI, TOMUJIUCh OT Kapbl JIMCTbSI, U IPOXOKHE CTApaJIUCh JEpPKAaThCs TEHH, BIIPOUEM, TAKOW ke
pacKaJIieHHOM 1 NyIITHOM. JInIIs OOHaKEHHBIE TI0 TOSIC TPYIATY B HauaJle IPOYJIKA, BEAYIIETro K JOMY
Mepka, padoTanu, He okJaaas jjonat. OHU pbUIM TPAHILEI, YTOOB 3aMEHUTh YIaCTOK TPYOBI Ha TeTl-
JoTpacce, ¥ OTTOrO MOABbEXaTh K JOMY ObLJIO HEBO3MOKHO yKe BTOPYIO HEJIETTIO.

Ho enBa Mepk cTymmi Ha IpOE3KyIo YacTh, Kak LIETMoYKa Ha pyKe HEOKUIAHHO OOIBHO KOJb-
Hyna 3ansactee. OH pe3Ko 3aTOpMO3WI. BOKpyr HMYEro He INpeiBelano HenpuaTHocTed. Bsitas
THUILIMHA KapKOro JIETHErO JIHS, MOJYyINycTasl YJIULA U COHHbIE TONOJIS B BBIPE3AaHHBIX M3 acasbTa
3eMJIsIHBIX KBajpatax. M Bce ke cBoeil crapoil nernouke Mepk goBepsit. YTO-TO JOIKHO OBLIO CIy-
unThcA. OH cIesal HECKOJIBKO I11aroB, HACTOPOKEHHO O3UPasACh 110 CTOPOHAM, U BCE PABHO OKA3aJICs
He rotoB. Ha mpoeskeil 4acTu BHE3aIHO MOSBUJICSA HECYIIMICS Ha OClleHOW CKOPOCTH I'PY30BHK.
JloGoBOE CTEKJIO MAaIIMHBI ObUIO BBIOWTO, 1 MepK ycrien 3aMeTHTh 3a pyJIeM CTapyxy C pa3BHBaIO-
IIMMHUCS CeIbIMU BOJIOCAMH M Oe3yMHBIM B3rsiioM. OHa xoxoTtaia. Kaszanoce, cTonKHOBeHME HEens-
0eXHO, MallIMHY U YeJIOBeKa pa3fieisylo BCErO HECKOJIBKO METPOB — HE OTCKOUUTb, HE OTIIPBITHYTh,
HO Mepk Bce e cymen. BeiBepHysicst u3-1of KoJiec, yraJi, epeKaTuIcs K TpOTyapy, OOKHrast CoqpaH-
HbIE JIAJOHU 00 acaibT, ¥ JIMIIL TOTOM MIOCMOTpeN Ha gopory. ['py3oBuka He ObLIO.

Kakoii-To 6oponarslii rpak/laHuH ¢ peOEHKOM JIET BOCBMH TOJOIIEN K MOJIOZOMY YeJIOBEKY,
romMorasi HOIHAThCA.

— Bol Buzienn? — omesioMiIeHHO cripocui ero Mepk.

— Yero Bugenu? — Cripocui TOT.

— I'py3oBuk? Co crapyxou 3a pynem?

Boponarslii oTrv 13 OyTHUIKM JOOPBIH ITIOTOK MMBA M HACMEIIUTUBO ITOCMOTpeN Ha Mepka.

— ITutk TeOe MeHbIle HaJl0, — XMBIKHYJT OH. — Kakue marmHbl? 3/1ech ke BTOPYIO HEJIeJTio Kak
nepekonayo. [Tomu, cbiH!

W, B351B MaJIbYUIIIKY 32 PYKY, HECIIEIITHO 3alaraj o TPoTyapy.

VCcHyTh mociie ciyduBIIErocss ObUIO COBEPLIEHHO HEBO3MOXHO. Mepk cuien B Kpecie—
KaydaJike, CIIyIaJl Kak J0OpaBIIMICS 10 TOpoAa 10K b HACTONYMBO CTYYUT B OKHA MaHCAP/Ibl M HUKAK
HE MOTI' OTBICKaTh OTBET, KOr0 OH Tak Hamyraj. KTo HacToiiuMBO Mpeaynpeskaai ero, 4To He caeayeT
BBSI3BIBAThCS B JeJ10 JeBYIIKM C MpU3pavyHOi Komkoi? M3-non mxada BHIISHYNA JIOOOMBITHAS
MOPJOUYKH MBIIIY ¥ 3aMepiia, BHUMATEIbHO HAOM0Aast 3a pPaCKauYMBaIOIIMMCS B KPECye BEIMKAHOM.
Vxons 3 nomMa, Mepk pacimpii ee HOPKY, M Terepb 3acTpsATh ObUIO BECbMa M BeChbMa 3aTpyIHHU-
TeJbHO. MoXeT ObITh, OHA MOHsJIA 9TO, MOXKET, IPOCTO MPHIIUIO BpeMs U ycuius Mepka 1o npupy-
YEHUI0 MaJICHBKOTO OJIOro TPpbI3yHa CTAIM MIPUHOCUTD MEPBbIE PE3y/IbTaThl, HO MBIIIb TOCEMEHUIA
10 CTAPMHHOMY KOBPY M HEOXMJAHHO 3a0pasiach 10 ITAaHWHE MOJIOIOMY YeJIOBeKYy Ha KojieHo. OH
IIPUOTKPBLT OMH I71a3 U, CTapasiCh HE LIEBEIUTHCA U HE CITyTHYTh CBOIO HEYAsIHHYIO TOCTBIO, MTPO-
cto ynsioHyscsa. Ho ynpiOka Bee ke Hamyrajia MaJIeHbKOTO 3BE€pbKa, OH Pa3BEpPHYJICS, COCKOIB3HY.T
CO LITAHMHBI ¥ CTPEMUTENBHO TosieTeN BHU3 Ha 1oj1. Ho, ynas, He yoesxai. JIuiie HeJOBOJIBHO MOBeJ
MOP/IOYKOM 1 OTIIPABUIICS 110 O0JIee MTPUBBIYHOMY MapIIpPYTYy — Ha CTOJ ¢ KHUTAaMH ¥ MEJIKMIMU Opelll-
KaMHM Kelllblo, BRIPOCHIMMH Ha JlasiekoM Manadapckom Oepery.
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«HyxHo OyzneT cxoquth B OMOMMOTEKY», — ogyMaia Mepk, HaOmogas 3a MBIIIKOH, CYeTIMBO
Bbll/lCKPIBE].IOHJ,’CfI OCTAaTKH KE€UIbIO CpEaN 60)II)HII/IX TOJICTBIX KHUI'. — <<I/IHTepHCT HWHTEPHETOM, a CTapLIC
1oOpble KHUTH ellle He BCe TIePeKOUYeBAIM U3 pealbHOro MUpa B BbIIyMaHHbI». Ho 310, oxkanyi,
creayet caenath 3aBTpa. [locie BeTpeun ¢ 3akazumkoM. Kak Bce—Taku XOpolo, 4yTo B AOME HET
tenedona! Hu B gome, HU B KapMaHe, HUT/IE. .. [1odTOBBIe TONMyOM CEerogHs Kyna HaJeXHee CIIOB,
CKa3aHHBIX B ITYCTOTY, HUKTO HE O6paTI/IT Ha HUX BHUMaHu4. ... [1a3a MepKa CHOBA 3aKPbUIMCh, U OH
BCE—TaKu 3apeMall rnoa yIOTHbIﬁ HICTIOT JOXIA.

[Moce rpo3sbl ropon nmoBecestes. OH CTal MOX0k HA MAJIBYMINKY, KOTOPOTO OKaTviv Ha VBaHa
Kymnaa. ITo TpoTryapaMm TeKJM pyubH, 3aCTaBJIsAsA IPOXOKUX IIPHIraTh C OJHOIO HE3ATOIUIEHHOT'O OCT-
POBKa Ha JPYyroii, aBTOMOOMJIM MMOAHUMAIIA TY4YH OpBI3T, (POPCUPYS JIyXKH, a KUTETH JOMOB OTKPHI-
BaJIM OKHA, BITyCKasi CBEKMI BO3AYX B AYILIHBIE OT JIETHEH Kapbl KBAPTUPbl. MepK Mpbirajl BMeCTe
C OCTaJIbHBIMU. DTO caHgamu ['epMeca MOIIM MePEeHOCUTD TOTO 10 BO3/IYXY, /1 eIle K CO CKOPOCTHIO
MbIcTH. B omume ot rpeueckoro 6ora, Mepk mokyrmas cBoio 00yBb B 0OBIYHOM Maraszue. OTToro
yKe Ha TPeTheH JIy’Ke ero CaHJalMy 3aUepITHYJI KOPMOU BOJIbI, M KAK OH HU CTapaJicsi, u300paxas
TOPOJICKOU MOJBU KEHT'YPY, MPOIOIKAIM YepaTh U JaJlbIlie.

Mepk niepecek IMIMPOKYIO YJIHILY, ONACIMBO TMOIISAbIBAst M0 CTOPOHAM, U HEBOJIBHO 3aJIi0-
OoBaJicsl TIOMABIIeWCs HaBCTpedy AeBymkou. [epxka Tydnu B pykax, oHa nuia Oocas MO JIykKam
U Becesio yibidanack. [Ipomenineii rpo3e U najaoieMy 3a JoMa BeuepHeMy couHily. OTpsiXuBaro-
LIMMCS OT Karlesb IEPEBbSIM U CMELIHbIM Ky3HEYMKaM—IIPOXOKUM. PacriaxHyThIM OKHam 1 Hapu-
COBaHHOMY Ha CTeKJie OYJIOUYHOUM pyMsIHOMY XJieOoreKy. YibIOHyIack 1 Mepky.

OH cues 3TO XOPOIIUM 3HAKOM.

Xopolimii 3HaK MOPOI0 BaKHee aMyJIeTOB.

Bo nBope, rae xuna neBylika rocrnogvHa KonwikvHa U ee noaycyMacilenn jiejl, HU4ero
He U3MeHWI0¢h. Jlaxke XMbIpb CUIesT B TOM e M03€ Ha TOM ke cKkamelike. byaTo 1 He yXoau1 HUKy/a,
a, BIPOUYEM, MOXET, U JISUCTBUTEILHO HE YXOMMI. XMBIPU 0O0KAIOT JOXAb M BIaXHOCTb. MSUUK
COJIHLIA €1IIE He JI0JIETE 10 TOPU30HTA, HO YaC—IIOJITOpa, U FOPOJ] MEUVIEHHO YTOHET B JIETHEN JIyHHOW
Houd. B orsmmurie ot OrHeBYIIKYM U OOJBIIMHCTBA APYTUX HEMOfAEH, XMbIPb YCTPOUJICS B TOPOJIE TIO-
napcku. Mimen yenoBeueckre JOKyMEHTHI, padoTy, MaJICHbKYIO OJTHOKOMHATHYIO KBAapTUPKY Ha Tep-
BOM 3Taxe XpyIieObl ¥ 1axke JTMYHBIN aBTOMOOMIIb — MOJIOOPAHHBIN HA CBAJIKE TOpOATHIN «3armopo-
xer». E3qun 6e3 mpaB U IOKYMEHTOB Ha MalllMHy, HO HM pa3y HUKOMY He TMOMaJics IMoj Mosioca-
Tyl0 nanouky. Enea onu paccranucs ¢ MepkoM B 1osijieHb, Kak XMbIPb TYT € IMPUHSLICS HABOIUTD
CIIpaBKH O MOJIOIOM uenoBeke. [IoroMy Kak ciiyxu ciyxamu, a TouHast ’H(opMalysi 3aBcerya Jiyyilie.
N nocnan ogHy 13 CBOMX k€H 3a Bpoasgynm OroHbKOM.

[Tponsipa 1 BcesHaiika 1o mpo3puilly bu [Tanensnii XBocT ObLT CYIIECTBOM JIOOOIBITHBIM,
MHOTOCJIOBHBIM U BOCTOPKEHHBIM. [JHEM OH OBUI TIOUTH HE 3aMeTeH, U €ro 3arpoCcTO MO CITyTaTh
C COJTHEYHBIM 3ailUMKOM. A HOYBIO NIEPEseTall OT OHOrO (POHAPS K APYromy, Npsdyach B UX KEJITOM
HEKUBOM CBETE.
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PACCKA3 BNJIJIA TAJIEHOTI'O XBOCTA
O 3ATAJOYHOM MOJIOJIOM YEJIOBEKE

Bce—raku Ham HyxHa cBOsl paguoctaHuysi, XMblpb! [Tucath Ha rapaxax u 371aHUSX. ... 3Ha-
elllb, 3TO HEe3CTETUYHO. M, KpoMe TOro, ecay Xoyelllb 3HaTb MO€ MHEHUE, HE Y BCEX JIEMEHTapHO
ectb pyku. WMim s3pIK. Bo3bMu XOTs Obl XaTU(OHATTOB — MUJISHIIIME CYIIECTBA, €CIT Pa300paThCs.
Thbl B Kypce, 4TO OHM OCTaBWJIM OJVMH M3 Moabe3/10B? BoT Tak B3su 1 ynum Bceil kononuen? [a,
Thl MOKEIIb CKA3aTh, YTO CIIyIIaTh O XaTU(HATTAX HUKOMY HE UHTEPECHO, HO... Uto, Mepk? Kakoi
Mepk? Ax, Mepk! Hy, koHeuHO ke, 3Hal0. B ieyaibHOe BpeMs MbI ¢ TOOOIO ’KUBEeM, XMbIPb, B OYCHb
nevanpbHoe. Buepa B 3atoHe ymep nociegHuil MexeBUK. U Thl 3Haelllb, KTO HpuIles TPOBOAUTh €T0
o nocnenHen mesxe? Hukto! Hu enuHoro Hemozst! Tak u yiesn oH ¢ 60pooit 13 KOJIockeB. .. Mepk?
MHorue cuuTaloT ero KoJaaIyHoM. Y HEro B MaHcap/e eCTh COJTHEUHbIE Yachl, Npeacrasisenis? Hacro-
smue! S, Mexay Ipounm, ¥ JIMYHO C HUM 3HaKOM, Ja. 1 eMy B IpOLUIOM rofly B MOA3EMENbSX TOpO-
ckoro Tearpa ceeTwl. OX, U ciaBHas BbllLIa nporyiaka! Mel uckanu Tens ota amnera. Hlyqy—
rydy. EMy HyKHBI ObLTM KaKHe-TO HAAIMUCH Ha cTeHax. Thl CKaKelllb, OHO 9TO JOKA3bIBAET, UTO OH
He KosiayH. He Haanucu, KOHEYHO, a TO, YTO OH MPUIJIACUII MeHs CBeTUTb. KonayHy, Mo, He HyKHBbI
OroHbKH, 4TOOBI XOOUTH IO Tom3eMenbsiM. He dakr, apyr moii Xwmbipiomka, He dakt! B nedasb-
HOE, TIOBTOPIOCh, BPeMsI Mbl )KMBEM. Maru v BOJIIEOHUKY BBIHYKIIEHBI CKpPbIBaThCsl OT Mupa. KoH-
crimparysi! A CTpaHHBIF 3TO MOJIOAIOH YeJIOBEK, KIISIHYCh OOpPOIo# ycomiero MexeBruka, CTpaHHBIH.
OTtmenbHuK. JKUBET 4yTh JIM HE HA KPBIIIIE, BECh IOM JPEBHUMHU KHUTaMH 3aBajieH. M Ha pyke Opac-
netuk Henpoctoit. C BULy JielIeBKa, 1a TOJIbKO MeHs He rpoBejelib. Marndeckas Beiilb. CTapyuHHasl.
006 3ToM Mepke Kakux TOJBKO CITyXOB He XoquT. Ho eciu Mepk oObSIBIICS Ha HAIlleM Kpalo Topojia,
TO 51 Oy/ly paji CHOBa C HUM IMopadoTaTh. YTOOBI 3TOT MOJIOAON YesioBeK He 3ateBaj. U 3To riaBHOe,
YTO 51 MOTY pacckasarh Tede 0 HeM. UTo ke Thl MHEe BCe—TaKU CKaXkelllb HACUeT paJUOCTaHIIUH, IPYT
Moi? Benp, cunraii, Begyumii y Te0s yxe ectb! [loHsut, monsut... He mpuiuio eme Bpemsi peBoJIio-
umoHHbIX uaei. Hy, Torna s noneren. ¥V MeHs elnie, 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO A€ cerogHsa? Tex mposenaii,
¢ TeMu neperoBopr. Ho Beuepom 00s13aTeIbHO BEPHYCh, OYEHb YK JTIOOOIBITHO, 4TO TaM Mepk 3are-
Baer... A ThI MOKa HacueT paauo nogymai. K tede nmpucnymiaiores, Thl ke XMbipb! HoiH4Ye B Mupe
€:KeJI KOT'0 U CIIYHIAIOT, TaK TOJIBKO XMBIpEH. ...

Korma Mepk BepHyscsi BO IBOp, Te kwia Bapeapa, OblT yke mo3mHuil Bedep. Teneps oH
CO CBOMM CTapbIM 3HaKOMbIM britom [TanersiM XBOCTOM cHeN Ha IIOCKOM OMTYMHOH KpBIIIE Xpy-
IIeBKYU | kil HacTyryieHust Houn. CoOcTBeHHO, cuzen Mepk, a Bpoasumii OroHek OecrioKoiHO
KPYXWJICS PSIIOM, OMNEYaJIEHHbI KaTerOPUYECKMM 3allpeTOM Ha pasroBOphbl. [IBOPHUK Ha KpbIIY
He 1ojie3. XMBIpY BOOOIIIE TUIOXO MEPEHOCST BBICOTY, a YK CKakarh MO KpbIIaM JOMOB Ha BUJLY
y CBOMX eH OBbUIO OBI IIPOCTO OMACHO ISl 1yBCTBA COOCTBEHHOTO JIOCTOMHCTBA M MHCTUHKTA CAaMOCO-
XpaHeHus1. [JBOPHUK MMPOXakKBajICs BHU3Y, HETOPOIUIMBO MOAMeETask acajibT OT CUTAPETHBIX OKYp-
KOB, aBTOOYCHBIX OMJIETOB, MSITBIX OAHOK M3-TIOJ] ITMBA ¥ MIPOYET0 MEJIKOTO Mycopa U BCIIyX pa3MBblIl-
JISLT O CTPaHHOM TapaJIoKce: ueM Oosiee pa3sBUTHIM CTAHOBHUTCS YeI0OBEYECKOe OOIIECTBO, TeM OOJIbIIe
OHO HarlOMUHAeT TIOMOWKY. Bripouem, TakuM ObUT TOJBKO CMBICIT Pa3MBIIIICHUM, CIOBECHOH ke UX
opme, yBbI, COBCEM HE MECTO Ha CTpaHMLAX KHUTH.

[NepBble XpyIeBKY MMeNH MM(pEpHbIE U Jake YeperTuIHbIe K PBIIIT, OTHAKO, OUYEHb OBICTPO TO
ObLIO PU3HAHO HEHYKHBIM apPXUTEKTYPHBIM U3JUIIECTBOM. Y KPBIIIY TAHETBHBIX MATHITAKEK ITPH-
HSUJIM TIPUBBIYHBIN J1J1S1 COBPEMEHHBIX FOpOKaH IJIOCKUI BUI. Hu3eHbkye yepnaky ¢ BEHTUISALMOH-
HBIMH OTBEPCTUSIMH CJIOBHO CHIEHIUATIBHO CTPOMJIH [TsI TOIyOel M BOPOObEB: 3aChINaHHbIE U30JISLIH-
OHHBIM MaTepHaJIOM, OHM ObUIM HEAOCTYIHBI /151 KolleK. [ITuIlbl rHe310BaIuCh U B JOME, Ha KOTOPbIN

nogHsiicss Mepk. OfHako, K yauBiieHU0 busiia, oHU COBEpIIIEHHO HE OTpearupoBajIv Ha MOsIBJICHHUE
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MoJIof1oro yesiopeka. CIOKOMHO 3aHUMAJIMCh CBOMMU JeJIaMU, BbUIETas U3 BEHTUISAIUOHHBIX TPYO
WM pacxaxuBas 1o Kpeiiie. bonee Toro, Mepk He cKpbiBasics ¥ OT Jiofieil. OHM Toe He oOpalaim
HUKAKOT0 BHUMAaHUSI Ha CUSIIETO Ha KPBIIIEe YeI0BEKa, YTO-TO 33 yMUMBO 3aMMCHIBAIOIIETO B OJIOK-
HOT. Bedep yxe mpornoTus CojHIle, B KBapTUpaxX 3aKIJIHCh OKHA, a Ha yaulax (oHapH, HO JIofeH
BO JIBOpe ObLJIO erie MHOro. KoMmanusi mogpoCTKOB 'POMKO CMESIACh, CTOSI Y TTOC/IETHETO OIbe3 aa.
[Nombesxan aBTOMOOUIIH, CTapasich BTUCHYThLCSI MEX/1y ce0e MOJOOHBIMH Ha MaJIeHbKHI acasbTo-
BBIH MATa4YOK. KTO-TO BRITyCTHIT COOaKy, KOTOpast paJI0CTHO HOCHJIACH TIO OMYCTEBIIEH AETCKOM I1JI0-
IIaIKe U IPOMKO JIasila Ha TPOXoXkux. Mepk He oOpaiai Ha MPOUCXOASIee HUKAKOrO BHUMAHUS.
Jlo moryHOUM OBLI ellie LeJIbIA Yac, U OH COYMHSLI IO3MY B CTHJIE KAChI/Ibl, OJHOTO M3 MOYTH 3a0BITHIX
’KaHpPOB CPeJHEBEKOBOM OeyMHCKOM 1oa3un. [Toama HUKak He ckiaapBaiack. CinoBa 1 0O6pasbl Mmyr-
JIMBO pa30erasmch, eaBa YyBCTBYs IOCTOPOHHEE KacaHue, 1 MepK HauMHaI 3TUTHCS Ha caMoro ceosl.
Kazanoch 6])1, BEYECP, KpbIllla U HEU3BECTHOEC IMPUKIIIOYCHHE BIICPEIN — YTO CHIC HYKHO JJId HACTOA-
niero no3ta? OH BHE3AITHO YCIIOKOWJICS M €]1Ba 3aMeTHO YJIBIOHYcs. YTo ere Hy)xHO? HaBepHoe,
BITIOOJIEHHOCTD. .. 3aTeM MOCMOTpen Ha OecriokoiiHble nepensuxenus: buna [anenoro XBocra —
TEPIUT, MOJTYHUT — 3aXJIOIHYJI 6JIOKHOT W IIPpUHAJICA BHUMATCJIbHO OCMAaTprBaTh ABOP. HOI[pOCTKI/I
yXke rcuesu, co0aKy 3arHajiy JIOMOU, MaIlIMHBI TTOJTHOCTBIO 3a0MJTH BCE CBOOOIHBIE MECTa, W JIUIIIb
JBOPHUK HUKyAA He yien. Cujien Ha cBoel JoOMMON CKaMelKe W KypuJl Tarmmpocy.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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