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AHHOTaAMSA

MepKk HETOpOIUIMBO TpOIIeNcs IO KOMHaTe, OCTAaHOBHJICS
y OKHa — C YeTBEPTOro 3Taxka JBOP OKasajics Kak Ha JIAJOHU —
U TIOMBITAJICSI COCPEOTOUYMTHCS Ha CBOMX OIlIylleHusx. Huuero.
OcTpble MaJIeHbKME WIOJIKM 3allleKOTaJIM KOHYMKU MaJiblieB, Mepk
BCTPSIXHY/ JIaJOHSIMU W TIPOCJTEAOBAl MHUMO CTapuka Ha KYXHIO.
BHumatenbHO OCMOTpen TMocydy, MPOLYKThl B XOJOJWJIBHUKE,
OTOIBUHYJI Mapy TMpPU3EMUCTBIX YIVIOBAaThIX IIKa(oOB CTaporo
TapHUTYPA, 3arJIsHYJ MO MOMKY U B Ipyroi yron — 3a TiuTty. B aToi
KBapTUpe He ObUIo ku3HU. Hukakou.
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I'naBa 1. Kanjm coJsHna
HA MePCHICKOM KOBpe

C norosnka kanajo cosnHie. MajieHbKue JIy)KHLBI €r0 pacre-
KQJIUCh 10 CTAPUHHOMY ILEJIKOBOMY KOBPY M CIIMBAJMCh JPYT
c apyroM, oopasys Oosblive sipkue nsaTHa. Kosep sexan Ha no-
JIy ¥ BBITKaHHBIE TIO0 Kpaio 1udpsl «1280» o3Havamu roj ero
u3roTossieHus. Ecim nepesectr nCiIaMCKUM JIyHHBIM KaJIeHJaphb
Ha COBpPEMEHHBbIN Jiaj, TO noiyuyutcs 1864 rog or poxiaecTBa
XpucroBa. Yro, cornacutech, Toxke Hemano. Kak yacro 1o Obl-
BAET HA CTapbIX MEPCUICKUX KOBpPaX, LU(Pbl ObUIM BHITKAHBI 3a-
JIOM Harlepes] ¥ BBEPX HOraMU — HETPAMOTHBIY TKa4 IPOCTO CKO-
NIMPOBaJl HATMCAHHYIO KEM-TO JPYTUM JaTy.

CosnHeuHBI JOXKIb BCE Kanal M Kamaj, najas Ha KHUX-
Hble CTEJUIA)KU BJIOJb CTEH, Ha 3aBajJieHHbI Oymaramu J1y0o-
BBIIl CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM CTOsIJT HEyOpaHHBIH ¢ Beuepa KOpEeHHNK
¥ Ha MJICHBKYIO OEJTyI0 MBIIIb, IOAOMPABIIYI0 BOKPYT Koei-
HUKA KPOILIKY EYEHbS. . .

[ToTonOK OBLIT CKOIIEHHBIM M MPO3payHbIM, €ro (popMy Ko-
I71a-TO TIPUAYMAaI OOMBIION (paHTazep OT apXUTEKTypsl — Ppan-
cya MaHcap, crpouBLIMU AJ1 KapauHaiia Masapunu u aByx Jlo-
JOBUKOB. B uecTp apxuTekTopa npo3Bajii ¥ €r0 TBOPEHUE — MaH-
capaa. [lomereHye noja caMbIM MOTOJIKOM, TJie MPSIYyTCs OT Oa-
HAJTBHOCTEN OK Py KaIomero Mupa (prytiocodsl, IO3THI U BITIOOJICH-



Hble. Bpems ot BpemMeHu Mepk, Biajenel] pOCKOIIHOTO KOBpa
¥ KOMHAThl—MaHCap/pl, ObIBAT M TIEPBBIM, U BTOPHIM, U Tpe-
THUM.

Ho ceituac oH ObUT OOBIYHBIM €11le He MPOCHYBIIMMCS I'PaX-
JAHWUHOM TPUJLATU JBYX JIET, APEMABIIMM B Kpecje—Kavyake
MO/l TETUIBIM CEepbIM TUIeAOM. [[IMHHBIE YepHbIe BOJIOCHI, CMYT-
Jlast 3aropenasi Koxka 1 60poJa—>CHaHboNIKa JAeald ero rnoxo-
KM Ha HUHTEJUTUTEHTHOTO apaOCKOro XyHdOKHUKa—KaJUTUrpa-
(pa. YTpenHss conHevHas Kamelb Mepeluia B HACTOSIIUI JIH-
BE€Hb, XJIBIHYBIIIHI TEIUIBIM MOTOKOM Ha MepKa, U OH, HaKOHell,
OTKPBLI [J1a3a U MOIIeBEIWICA B Kpeciie. benas Mbliib cyqopox-
HO IMPOIJIOTHJIAa KPOIIIKY M HACTOPOKEHHO 0OepHyJ1ach. Mepk 3a-
JKMYPUJICS OT SIPKOT'O COJIHIIA, TOTSIHYJICS U, C ITYMOM BBIIOXHYB,
copocui ¢ ceds ien. OMHOBPEMEHHO ¢ TIOCJISTHIUMU CAMbIMU
CJIQJIKUMU MTHOBEHbSIMU CHA.

— 31paBCTBYM, HOBBIM JIEHb! — BECEJIO 3aBUJI OH, YEM OKOH-
YaTeabHO Tepenyran OeJHy0 MbIlllb. Ta 3aMeTanach 1o CToiy,
HEOXUIaHHO TM03a0BIB JIOPOTY, KOTOPOU Mpuiuia. MBI yxe
ObUla He paja HA MaHAIMM 3amaxaM KHUXKHBIX TeperuieToB,
HU CTPAaHHOMY 9K30TUUYECKOMY apoMary 3acThbIBIlIed KOEHMHON
TyIIY, HU Ja’Ke HAlJIEHHbIM U CbEIEHHBIM CJIQJIKUM KPOLIKaM.
[Nannueckuii cTpax mepeq BHE3AHO OKMBIIMM BEJTMKAHOM 3a-
CTaBUJI €€ I0PKHYTh B MPOXOJ MEXIY OIPOMHBIMU TOMaMH DH-
UKJIoneauu MudoB, 00ekaTh YEpHYIO MIKATYJIKy C CUTrapamH,
B yKace MIapaxHyTbCs OT COOCTBEHHOTO OTpakeHWs B OlecTsi-
1IEM METAJUINYECKOM KO(PENHUKE U, HE YIEPKABIIUCH, CBAJIUTh-



Cs1 CO CTOJIA B OJTHY U3 TOPSIYMX COJIHEUHBIX JIyXK Ha MEPCUIICKOM
koBpe. OKa3aBIIUCh BHU3Y, OHA TYT € BCKOYMJIA HA CBOU TOH-
Kue Oesble Jlanku U 3ameprna. [TokpyTuiia u3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPO-
HY T'OJIOBOM, He OOHapyXKuJja 3a cOOO0I0 TIOrOHU M HETOPOILUTUBO,
Bpa3BaJIOUYKY MOTPYCUIIa MOA KHUKHBIM IIKad.

Mepk ¢ yJIbIOKOU MPOBOVJI €€ B3IJISIIOM U JIIIIb TOT/Ia TOJI-
HsiICsl Ha Horu. [Ipupydenue Oeiof MBIIK ObUIO JIEJIOM TPY/-
HBIM, HO OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CKOPO HAcTynuT nepenoM. Ocra-
JIOCh COBCEM UyTh—YYTb.

C cerognsimHero jHs y Mepka JomkeH ObUT HAUMHATBHCS
apaOCKWii MecsI1, U BHEITHUN BUJI, 1 KHUTH, U MY3bIKa, U JIAXe
NMIIA, KOTOPYIO OH BKYINAJI, CPa3y ke pa3suTeSIbHO N3MEHIIHCh.
310 OBUIO AaBHEE YBJIEUEHUE MOJIOIOTO YeIOBEKa — KK bl Me-
CSIIT TIOJTHOCTHIO MEHSITh CBOU 00pa3 u3HU. Buepa ere oH ObLT
(paHIry30M, MOKJIOHHHKOM CBOOOMBI M IMKOW KUCTH Marucca,
a CerofgHs1 TOTOBWJI ceOe TUIMHMYHO apaOCKUM 3aBTpak U3 CMe-
CH KOPHYHEBBIX O0OOB M Y€UEBUIIbI, TPUTIPABICHHBIX CIEIUIMU
U cOOMpaJICsl My3UIIMPOBaTh HA ajlb—Yyjie, JMKOBUHHOM CTPYH-
HOM MHCTpyMeHTe ¢ BocTtoka.

Ho ero miansl cryTat moYTOBbIN TOTYOb.
B Bek VHTepHeTa M COTOBOM CBA3M 3TO BBINIANENIO 4Yepec-

Yyp 9KCTPaBaraHTHO, HO MepK CTOPOHWUJICSI COBPEMEHHBIX TEX-
Hojtoruid. Vnu, 4to BepHee, He 3aurphIBaJl C HUMU Oe3 KpaiHen



HEOOXOIMMOCTH. B oT/iMure OT npeXHUX TeXHUYECKUX TOCTH-
JKEHWI, HBIHEITHUE YBOJIWJIM Y€JIOBEUYECTBO BCE AAJIBIIE U Jalb-
11Ie B BBIMBIIIUIEHHBIN BUPTYaIbHBI MUp. [0yOb BiieTEN B OT-
KpPBITYI0 (POPTOUKY U MIPUHEC 3aMKUCKY OT 3HAKOMOM TPABHMUIIbI.

TpaBauity 3Bau dmutust IBaHOBHa, eii ObUIO 32 IECThAECAT
Y MIPYHAJIEKAJIa OHA K TEM HEMHOTMM, KTO 3HAJI, YeM Ha CaMOM
Jere 3aHuMaetcss Mepk.

«[Toceturens. CerogHsl B IBEHAILIATh», — [VIACHJIA 3aIIMCKA.

Mepk ocCTaHOBWICSI Y OOJBINOTO MPSIMOYTOJBHOTO 3epKaia,
3aCyHyJI 3allUCKy MEX]y pamMOM M CTEKJIOM M HEJOBOJIbHO IO-
Mopimics. OH Tak XOTeJs MPOBECTH CETOHSIIHUN IEHb B IIPU-
SITHOW KOMITAaHUU C CAMUM COOOH. 3epKajio MOMOPIIUIIOCH B OT-
BeT. OHO OBUIO BOCHHMTAaHHBIM M WHTEJUIMTEHTHHIM M HHUKOT/IA
HE CTPOWJIO MTOCTOPOHHUX T'pUMac. 3anucKa OT TPAaBHUIIBI CITy-
Taja miadel Mepka, Ho... [lena ectb gena. MlHavye Ha 4to coaep-
KaTh 3Ty MaHCapy, TOT KOBEP, 3TO 36PKAJIO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

[locetutenp okazancs NMyHKTyasjdeH. EnBa coiHe4YHble 4achl
Ha CKOITIIEHHOM CTEKJISTHHOM KpBIIIIe TOKa3a/lv JIBEeHAIIaTh, Kak
HaJl MACCUBHOM JTyOOBOII IBEPhIO BECEJIO MPO3BEHEN KOJIOKOIb-
YUK, ornoBeuias o npuxone rocrsa. Yacel Mepk coopyaun cam
B IIEPUOJ], CBOEIrO YBJIEUEHHS THOMOHMKOW, APEBHEN HayKOW
00 U3MepeHNr BpeMeHH ¢ IOMOIITbIO coHITA. CrienrasbHbIe 3ep-
Kajla PeTPaHCIUPOBAIN M300paXeHUE YacOB C YJIUIBI BHYTPb



MaHcapbl. BbIxonuio 3arajodHo 1 pOMaHTUYHO, CJIOBHO CaMO
BpeMsI IPOCTYNAJIO TeHbIo nupepoiaTta Ha OJHOU U3 CTEH.

[ocTio GbUTO MO COPOK — HEBBICOK, HO JIAHO CKPOEH, SIBHO
3aHMMAJICS B TPEHAXKEPHOM 3aJle U JIEPKAJICSA YBEPEHHO, XOTS
Y HECKOJIBKO HACTOPOKEHHO.

— 37ApaBCTBYiiTE, — IIMPOKO YIBIOHYJICS OH, MPOTATUBAS PY-
Ky. — 'ocnonun Mepk?

— OH camblil, — OTBETWJI XO35IMH, OTBEYasi HA PyKOIOKATHE. —
[Tpoxonurte, 3...

— Mens 3oByT Bacwmmii. Bacuimui Konwnkus. Tonbko nporiry
HE CMesIThCsl Hall (PaMWIIMEH, a TO 3HAETE, KaK/bld BTOPOU HO-
POBHUT. ...

['octs erme pa3 ynelOHYnCS U TYT e norpyctHen. OHu mpo-
IIUIM B KOMHATY, YCEJIMCh 3a HU3KUU TOCTUHBIM CTOJIMK, ITOCE-
TUTEJNb 33JyMUMBO OOBEJ B3IJISIIOM KOMHATY, OCTAHOBUBIIMCh
Ha TEHU OT COJIHEYHBIX YaCOB, U IIPUCTYIIMII K paccKasy.



PACCKA3 I'OCITIO/INHA
KOIINJIKNHA

Bor ye nsiTHaALaTh JIEeT, Kak sl 3aHUMAaloCh TOPTOBJIEH HEBU-
KUMOCTBIO. Jlymalo, He HYXHO MOSICHSTh, UTO JIEJIO 3TO TpU-
OBUTbHOE, eCl 00JIaIaTh OIpee/IeHHON CHOPOBKOM M MMETh
Tpe3Byio rosioBy. COOCTBEHHO, Tpe3Basi TOJIOBA, PACUETIMBOCTD
U ofpeJiesieHHast A0Jisl 3I0POBOrO IMHU3MA C IOHOCTU OTIIMYaIIN
MeHs OT CBepCcTHUKOB. Kak BHI yke, HaBepHOe, 3aMEeTHIIU, PeUb
MOSI HECKOJIbKO CTapOMOJHA — KOTIJIa-TO $I CMelMaJIbHO TPEHH-
poBait 3Ty MaHepy. Hy, a cefiuac yxe u He CMOTY U3BSICHSITHCS
10 MHOMY. YesoBeK, MOKyNAIIUKA ¥ IPOJAIOIINMI, HE JOJIKEH
BBITJISJIETD JIETKOMBICTIEHHO. CUMTAlTe, YTO CTAPOMOIHOCTD pe-
YW 3TO MOH 3KCKJIIO3MBHBIN CIIOCOO BHYIIATh COOECEAHUKY JI0-
Bepue. OHa TIPUAAET COMUIHOCTD U PEeCHeKTabeTbHOCTD, a 3TO
JIBA KPaeyrojbHbIX KAMYIIIKa, HA KOTOPBIX CTPOSITCS] OTHOIIICHUST
¢ kJmeHToM. COBpeMEHHBIN MOJIOICKHBIMA CIIEHT HE JJISI MEHS.
OmvH eIWHCTBEHHBI «yIC» WIH «O0(hOPMIISIIOBO», HEYAsTHHO
COPBABIIHECS C 3bIKA, MOTYT CTOUTh TeOe HEMAJIO YITyITIeHHBIX
nerer. He roBopio, 4To HET OOpaTHBIX MPUMEPOB, HO S BHIOpA
JUTs1 ce0s1 TaKyIo JIMHUIO TIOBEICHHUSI U OHa ceOsl OMPaB/IbIBAET.

OxoJ10 royia Ha3aj1, CoBepIlasi OHY U3 CIACIIOK, 51 TO3HAKOMUJI-
Ccs1 C HEOOBIYHOW TTAPOW: MOJIOZION JIEBYIIIKOU U ee JIeloOM, MHBa-
JIJIOM, Y KOTOPOTO Mapajan30BaHbl HOTM. 3HAKOMCTBO KakK 3Ha-
KOMCTBO, BBU/1y HEIOCTAaTKa CPEJICTB, OHU MTPOIABATI KBAPTUPY



B LIEHTPE W UCKAJIM MPUEMJIEMBII BApUAHT Ha OKpauHe. benHas
CeMbs, €/1Ba CBOJMBILAS KOHILIbI C KOHIAMU. TeM yIuBUTE/IbHEES
OKa3aJicsl MOW BHE3AITHO BCIIXHYBIIMI UHTEpEC K HUM. BepHee,
K Heil. He cpa3y s moHsi1, yTo cambIM OaHAJTbHBIM 0Opa30M BITIO-
omicsa. U Bpone Obl HIYEro 0COOEHHOTO —KpacoTor OapbIIIHS
He OrcTaa, HO ObUIO B HEM HEUTO. .. HEUTO Takoe. .. Jlaxe cei-
Jac, KOrja Mbl coOMpaemMcsi TIOKEHUThCS, s1 He Mory cebe 00b-
SICHUTD 3TOTO. [l0 9TOM BCTpeun y MeHsi ObUIO HEMAJIO KEHIIUH.
Ho oHu npuxoaui v yxonuiiv, He OCTaBJIsisi HUKAKoro ciiefa. Ec-
71 b1 MEHS TOTIPOCUIIA BCTIOMHUTH UX UMEHa, 51, ed—O0ory, 3a-
TpyaHuiIcs Obl. A uMs BapBapbl 3arnoMHm ¢ epsoro pasza. Ona
OYeHb HEeOObIUHAs JIEBYIIKA. .. 3HAeTe, 51 He JIOOMI0 KeHIIIMH—
AHTeJIOB — KaK CTaphlil IIMHUK 51 UM He noBepsiio. Ho u, kak 31o
ceiiyac MPHUHATO Ha3bIBaTh, CTEPB s TOXE He J0Omo. MHe Obl
4TO-HUOY/Ib TIOMPOIIIE U MOToHsATHee. BapBapa Ob1a He TO YTO-
Obl TIOCepeIMHe MEKAy STUMHU IByMsI KpallHOCTSIMHU, OHa ObLia
B cropoHe. Hu 31a, Hu no0pa... Koe—kTo Ha3Bas Obl ee cepo-
CTBIO, HO sI C 3TUM He coranrych. [1o-cBoeMy oHa oueHb Tiry0o-
Kuii yenoBek. Hy, 1 Kpome Toro, He CKpoI1o, MHE JIbCTUJIO, 4TO
HECMOTpSI Ha COJMIHYI0 Pa3HUILy B BO3pacTe, sl BbI3BAT y Hee
orpeneneHHbl uHTepec. [Ipuyem, yBepeH, BOBce HE MEpKaH-
TUJIbHBIM.

Bce ObUTO XOPOIIIO ¥ J1a)ke MpeKpacHo JI0 Havajla HbIHEITHer
BeCHbl. MecsIa 1Ba Ha3aJ|, akKypar nocjie MapTOBCKUX Mpa3/-
HUIKOB, cTasa Baps noHeMHoOry MeHAThes. .. M onaTh ke He Mory
BHSITHO OOBSICHUTD B YEM 3TO BHIPAKAJIOCh. $1 ObI HA3BAJT 3TO TO-



Tepeii MHTepeca K ku3Hu. OHa Bce OOoJIbIIe MOTJYalia U BCe pexe
MOKK/IajIa CBOIO KBAPTUPY, a IOTOM U BOBCE CTaJla MOJHUMATHCS
C KpOBaTH TOJIBKO JIJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI TIOECTh Aa, U3BUHUTE, CXO-
JUTH TI0 HYXK]IE.

YecTHO NMpU3HAIOCH, HU B KaKyI0 MUCTHKY, HU B KaKKe CIJIa3bl,
aypbl ¥ OTBOPOTHI s1 He Bepio. U Tereps ellie MeHblle, YeM paHb-
mre. [Totomy 4To mocie Bpadeid MpoIiesics Mo BCEM SKCTPACEH-
camM, Maram ¥ KOJIIlyHaM, KOTOPbIX CMOT OTBICKAaTh B HAIIIEM T'0-
pore. CIioniHoe MmapiaaTaHCTBO U 0OMaH, YK TOBEpPbTE, 51 JIOKb
M0 POAY CBOEH JEATENIbHOCTH 3a BepcTy uylo. [louemy s B Ta-
KOM cliy4yae oOpatuiics K HuM? Buaute Jiu, 4eioBeK s TOTOIII-
HBII ¥ MeToanYHbINA. Eciu yx mocraBui cede 11e1b, TO UCTIONb-
3yI0 BCE CITOCOOBI JIJIS €€ JIOCTHKEHUS. A TyT BOBCe He Oe3pas-
JIMYHBIA MHE 4esioBek. Jla yk Ha 4To Jie/l y Hee MOJHBIN UAUOT,
HO 1 ¥ €ro conepky!

W BOT Kak-TO Ha JHSIX, B MPOILIYIO MATHUILY, KTO-TO U3 3HA-
KOMBIX OOMOJIBUJICSI TIPU MHE TPO OJHY KEHIIMHY, KOTOpas Jie-
yuT TpaBamu. BepHee, qaxke He TpaBaMu, a BCETO JIMIIb OHUM
CPeACTBOM — HACTOEM Ha Oepe30BbIX ThIUMHKAX. Vnu cepexkax,
€XKeJIu BaM Tak noHsATHee. OTrpaBuiIcs s K 9TOH kKeHIuHe 6e30
BCSIKOU HA/IEXKTbI, U IEWCTBUTEIIHHO, TOMOYb MHE OHA HE CMOTIYJIA.
Ho 3aro nepBasi, KTo, €/1Ba B3IJISIHYB Ha MEHsI, IMOHSJIA, C KAKOI0
0eno1 s MOKaJIOBAJL.

— Yepes nopor cBoii Teds1 He myIily, — cka3ajia oHa. — Cnuri-
KOM MHOro Ha tebe HempustHocTel. Ho monckasky nam. Ectb
OJIVH YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN 3aHUMAETCsI BCIKUMU HEOOBIYHBIMU JIe-



Jamu. 30BYT ero Mepk, 1 €It OH HE IOMOXKET, TO BPAAJL JIU CIIpa-
BUTCS KTO-TO Ipyrou. Tsl ceryac BOT 4To... Thl Kynu B Marasuxe
MSICHBIX KOCTOUEK J1a pa3fai 6e3J0MHBIM COOAKaM, YTO BO IBOPE
Haiaentb. [la He ckynuch, 6€3 3TOro Hesnb3s — KepTBa. A 3aBTpa
C YMCTOM YoM OTIPABJISICS POBHO K JBEHAIUATU K MepKy.
W nana mue Bam agpec. Bot, coOcTBEHHO, 1 BCSI MOSI ICTOPHSI.

— W BBl Kynuim 310 MSICO U pa3faiu codakam? — MPUIIy pUB-
IIMCh, IOCMOTPEN Ha rocts Mepk.

— KoneuHo, — orBeTw1 TOT. — [IATh KIJTIOrpamm.

OTBEpHYBIIUCH, YTOOBI CKPHITh HEBOJBHYIO YJIBIOKY, Mepk
MIOTSIHYJICS 32 KOPOOKOH ¢ curapamu. KepTBa nepej BCTpeuei,
HAJIO e MpuayMarh! XuTpas TpaBHHIIA MPOCTO KaJiena Oe3/10M-
HBIX coOaK. besast MbIlIb BHICYHY/IACh U3 CBOETO YOEKHIIA O]
KHIKHBIM CTEJUIA)KOM U 3aMepiia, OlieHUBasi 00CcTaHOBKY. [louy-
sJ1a 4y’KOro, TOPOILIMBO MOMATUIACh HA3a/ U HEOKUAAHHO 3a-
crpsiia. He moHnmasi, 4to mpou3o011Uio, OHAa 3aBepTesach, IbITa-
SICh OCBOOOIIUTHCS, 3aTEM OTUYASTHHO PBaHYJIaCh BIIEpe/l, BbLIETe-
JIa U3 HOPBI U CO BCETO pa3Maxy Bpe3aslaCh B HOXKKY CTOJIA.



I'naBa 2. Busur MepTBOIl KOIIKH

Ha Terutoii JlaloHM JIETHEr0 BeTpa TAHIEBAJM JIUCThSI OOJb-
mMx crapeix Tonosen. Mions. Briepeau eme nenas xxu3nb. U co-
BCEM HE BEPUTCS, YTO KOTJIa-HUOYIb TIPUIET OCEHb, ¥ TIOCTAPEB-
A BETEp COMJIET C yMa, PUHSIBIIUCH 3J10 CPbIBATh UX C BETBEH.

Besnble leTHUE OPIOKY 1 TaKast e cBerast (pyToosika, CKpoM-
HBII TIOJICP)KaHHbBI ABTOMOOWIIL — MepK He JTI0OWIT TIPUBJICKATh
W3JMIITHETO BHUMAaHUS — HOBOE JIEJI0 BCe—TAaKH BBITAIINJIO €T0
ceromHs u3 goma. OH, He criella, exaj B HarpaBJieHMHA 3ary-
JIMHKY, TUXOTO paiioHa Ha caMOH OKpawHe ropoja. Bripodewm,
Jaxe ecny Obl MOJIONOUM YeJOBEK pEIvl TMOCIEHINTh, Y Hero
BpsiJ1 1 OBl 3TO TIOJYyYMIIOCh. Bece KpOBEHOCHBIE COCY/TBI TOpOIa
B 9TOT yac ObUTA 3a0MTHI OJsIIKaMu TPoOOK. Mepk He 0w
BOJIUTh MAIIMHY, JIaXe MPOCTO €3/IUTh Ha 3TUX OIPOMHBIX Me-
TAJUTMUECKMX MOHCTpax He moowi. Ho To, 4to oH aenan — nesant
BCEr/la XOPOIIO, JOBOAS CBOM HABBIKM JI0 COBEpIlieHCTBA. KoM-
MYHaJIbHBIA MOCT, TIOBOPOT HaJIEBO, TEMHO—3€JIeHbIE KOPOOKHU
XPYILIEBOK — 371eCh OH paboTaJl COBCeM HellaBHO. Boutbinoii ropon
HE MPOCTO KaMEHHbIE JUKYHIJIN. DTO JKYHIJIN, KOTOPBIE PeIKUiA
oOuTaTeNb 3HAET JIaJIbIlle CBOEro Hoca. Pabora—moMm, padora —
JIOM, paboTa — JIOM — LIEHTp. .. TakCUCTHI ¥ Te BUAAT JIUIIb (a-
caJl, BHEIITHHAE KOHTYPHI TEX MECT, Ky/a JIOCTABJISIIOT CBOMX T1ac-
CaXHUPOB. A TIIyOOKO B JIKYHIJISIX CIIPSITaHBI TAalHBI, O KOTOPBIX
IIPOCTON OOBIBaTEb IAXKe U He Toio3peBaeT. JIuIib nHoraa, My-



MOXOJIOM, CIIeIlla PaHHUM YTPOM Ha CIyk0y, 00paTUT BHUMaH1e
Ha TIOTHSBINYIOCS HAJl PACCBETHBIMU KPBIIIAMU CTAlO0 JICTYYHX
MBIIIEH UM Ha CTPAHHBIC 3HAKH, HAPUCOBAHHBIE HA TOPIIE OObIY-
HOI MHOTO3TaXKH. He pucyHKM 1 He OYKBBI, OHU HE HECYT, Ka-
3aJ10Ch Obl HUKAKOTO CMbICHA. .. [TocMOTpUT U TyT *ke 3a0yrner,
noOexuT gasnbiie. Jla naxe eciu Obl 1 He 3a0bU1. .. MaTtepuasm-
CTHUYECKOE CO3HAHMWE, HAIIl [JIABHBI KPUTHUK CYIIErO, BCE OJHO
CIIUIIET 3araJovHble 3HaKM Ha ouepeaHoe OaJoBCTBO MOAPOCT-
KOB.

Heckosbko CTpaHHBIX, JJOMaHHBIX, CJIOBHO BBIBEPHYTHIX Ha-
M3HaHKY OyKB Ha cTeHe TpaHcopMaTopHO# Oyaku, 1 Mepk yxe
3HAJI, YTO ITO 3a JIBOP U KTO €ro OOMTATENIN. YBBI, TAWHOITUCH HH-
CKOJIKO HE MOMOIJIa EMY B pa3pelleHuu 3arajku. ToT, KTO pu-
COBAJI 9TU 3HAKU, BPSi/1 JIU UMEJ OTHOIIEHUE K CIIyYHUBIIIEMYCS.

Porkasi 1BOpHsra, rpeBIIascs B COJHEYHOM OMYTE Ha Kpalo
JETCKOM IUIOIIAIKH, JIHWBO TMOAHSIA TOJIOBY, IMOCMOTpENa
Ha Mepka HEJOBEpUYMBBIM B3IVISIAOM M, HE COUTS 3aCTyKHBAIO-
MM BHUMAaHM 1, CHOBA MIPeAaiaCh CBOUM MaJICHBKUM COOAYbUM
Meutam. OHa MeuTasia O TOM, YTOObI MSICHUK W3 COCETHETO MPOJI-
Mara cTaJ ee X035 MHOM. YBBI... He Bcem MeuTam CykeHO cObI-
BaThCH.

A 1BOp ObLT OOBIYHBIM, OKPAUHHBIM, Pa3Be UTO OOJIEe YUCTHIM
U 3eJIeHbIM, YeM 0ObIuHO. [lom HaBecoM W3 IMIEMYyIIUXCs IPYT
C IpyroM KJIEHOB CHJIEJIM Ha CKAMEWKe CTAapUKU, ABE MOJIOJACHb-
KMX MaMally MporyJIvuBaIvCh BIOJb MOIbE3I0B, KaTs B KOJSC-



Kax CITSIIMX MaJIBIIIEH 1a Be3aecyIasi peOsTHS BeCesIo BOMUJIA,
TOHAACH IpyT 3a ApyroM. M gaxe crapble naHebHBIE MATUITAK-
KM B 9TOT COJIHEYHBI! JIEHb HE Ka3aJIUCh MOHCTPAMM, MOKHUPAIO-
MMM 110 HOYaM CBOMX kutesiell. OHU MPOCTO CTOSIU, FPYCTHO
03UPAsCh MO0 CTOPOHAM B MOMCKAX YIIEALIEro Mpouuioro. Jpsx-
JIble KaMEHHbIE VICTIOIMHBI TIOYTH M03a0BITON SMOXH.

Mepk Hacros1, uto noezaeT k Bapape onun. IIpocro nomnpo-
cu1 Bacuins no3BoHUTD €1 M NpeynpeauTs o Bu3uTe. Bmecro
3TOTrO FOCTh, HEMHOT'O TIOMSIBIIKCH, POTSIHYJI KJIIOY Y Ha3BaJl a/1-
pec.

— OHa COBCeM He BCTaeT, — MOSAICHUJ OH. — JIEKUT U CMOTpUT
B IIOTOJIOK MJIM B cTeHY. He oTKpoeT OHa Ha 3BOHOK.

Ho Mepk Bce—Ttaku mno3BoHWI. OTKpOEeT — HE OTKPOET,
a BXOAuTh O3 MpeaymnpexaeHus] 3TO... 3TO He Mo-apaOCKH.
3a JBEpPBI0 MOCHBIIIAJICA YEU-TO MPUIIYIIEHHBIM TOJI0C, 3aTeEM
CTHX, 3aTeM CHOBAa 3arOBOPWJI, 3aBOpYaj 4TO-TO Hepa3dopuu-
Boe. C/ioB OBIJIO HE TOHSTH, HO HE 9TO OOJee BCEro Mopasuio
Mosonoro uesnoeka. Illopoxu... ExBa ciapliMMble Jaxe yxoM
Mepka.... Mupuagsl XaTTU(HATOB, KPOIIEYHBIX MPO3PAuyHBIX
CYILIECTB, CKOJIB3WJIM MO CTeHaM, MOKuaas noabesa. Ecmu Obl
B 9TOT MOMEHT U3 KaKOH-HUOYAb KBAPTUPHI BBIIIIET OOBIIHBIN Ue-
JIOBEK, Y HEro HelpeMeHHO 3aKpyKuiach Obl rosioBa. [Totrom oH
00bsACHW Obl ceOe TO CHEepPTHIM BO3/1yXOM, JyXOTOW U HENpu-
SITHBIM 3aTXJIBIM 3aIlaXOM, HO Ha CaMOM JIeJie 3araxy U BO31yX
ObLIM TYT COBEPIIIEHHO HU MPH YyeM. MepKk HaXMypuJICs, BHIHYI



U3 KapMaHa KJII0Y M BCTABUJI €70 B 3AMOYHYIO CKBAXKUHY.

JIBepb OTKPBLIACH JIETKO, TOCITYITHO, 0€3 MAJISUIIIEr0 CKPHIIA.
OO6Haxu1a Iepe]] HUM IyCTOM KOPUIOP ¢ 000IpaHHBIMU 000SIMH
1 OOJIBIION KYCOK KOMHATBI CO CTAPUKOM B MHBAJIMTHOM KOJISIC-
Ke. YCIblIlaB ark, CTapuk pa3BepHYJICs U, MOACIENOBATO IITy-
PACh, HACTOPOKEHHO yCTaBuicA Ha roctd. 1o cioBam Bacunus,
OH HaHsU1 Iely NOXKUJIYIO HSHbKY, M OHA IECTBUTENBHO Clle/Ina
3a cTapukoM. TOT ObLT OZIET B CBEXKMUMA, XOTS M OYE€Hb IPEBHUI KO-
ctioM. [IsaTuaecsiTeie rofpl MPOIUIOTro BeKa, Kaxercs. Bpems, ko-
I71a TaHTCTepCKast Mofia Jo0pasach, HAKOHeIl, n3 Ynkaro Tpuama-
ThIX 0 CoBerckoro Coro3a: MPOKONoas MANa, KOCTIOM B IT0-
JIOCKY C 3ay’KEeHHBIM B TaJIUM MUIKAKOM U cBeTasi pydaxa. W3-
MO/ LIUTSITIBI KJIOUKAMU TOPYAJIM PEIKUE Ceble BOJIOCHI, U A0 MOJ-
HOro oOpasza He XBaTaJlo TOJBKO MOTPECKABIIMXCS JIAKUPOBAH-
HBIX OOTMHOK M 3apXkaBeBiero nucronera. [losagu crapmka—
raHrcrepa 3acTbll pacliaXHyThIM PTOM IUIATSHOM MIKad, mycTon
u 0e33y0blil. B yrity, moj TOICTBIM CJIOEM MBLTH, IpeMal CTapbiid
TEJIEBU30P, OrPOMHBII HENOILEMHBIN SIIIMK KOHIIA BOCBMUECS-
ThIX. JIIocTpa ¢ NOAOUTHIM IJ1a30M JIEHUBO IMOKAYMBAIACh MOJ [10-
TOJIKOM, HEBECEJIO POHSISl TEHU Ha 00J1e31yI0 TpyOy OTOILIeHUs
Y JTABHO HEMBIThIE OKHA 0e3 IITOp 1 3aHABECOK.

— JIpimka obon obompana, — HEOKHUAAHHO 3710 CKasasl CTa-
puk. — Koraga He nomepna eme. Kaxknoe yrpo korrsimu 1o cre-
He, a1ypa. ['oBopui Bapbke ¢ eHbIM Xaxajiem, XOpOLIO 3apbiBaii-
Te, He Mocylanuck. BoT Teneps 1 no Houam xoaut. M korrsimu
OIIATH. .. KOITAMM. .. THI ciydanHO He oT Bopommiosa?



— Her, — ocropoxHO oTBeTrs1 MepkK.

— 3Ha4YOK OH MHE JOJIKEH, — MOKaJIOBaJICs CTapuK. — Bopo-
HIWJIOBCKOTO cTpesika. Tak v He OTaai 0 CUX Mop.

Xy/iple MOPUIMHUCTBIE PYKHU MOJXBATUIIU C KOJIEH IJIaCTMAacC-
COBYIO TAPEJIKY C 3€JIEHBIM MECUBOM — HE TO I'YCTBIM CYIIOM, HE TO
JKUJKOW TOPOXOBOM Kalllel — Y CTAPUK TYT K€ MOTEPSIT MUHTEPEC
K TOCTIO.

Mepk HETOpOIUIMBO MPOILIENCA MO KOMHATE, OCTAaHOBUJICA
y OKHAa — C YETBEPTOro 3Taka ABOP OKAa3aJcsl KaK Ha JiaJo-
HU — U MOIBITAJICS COCPEAOTOYMTHCS HA CBOMX olyleHusx. Hu-
yero. OcTpple MaJIeHbKUE UTOJIKM 3aIIEKOTaIM KOHUYMKHU NaJlb-
ueB, Mepk BCTPSAXHYJI JIAIOHAMU U ITPOCIIEA0BAT MUMO CTapUKa
Ha KyXHI0. BHMMaTe/IbHO OCMOTpes MoCcydy, MPOAYKTHl B XOJIO-
JWIbHUKE, OTOABUHYJI MApy MPU3EMUCTBIX YIVIOBATHIX MIKA(DOB
CTaporo rapHUTYpa, 3arjisHy/ MOJ MOMKY M B JPyrod yroa —
3a ruty. B 9Toii kKBapTupe He Obuo xu3Hu. Hukakoi. Hu Tapa-
KAaHOB, HU MAYKOB, HU JIaXe IJIECEHU, MOKPHIBAIOLIEH YE€PCTBbIN
xJ1e6. ToNbKO cymacIe/imii CTApyK 1 AEeBYIIKA B TaTbHEN KOM-
HaTte. 3a BCIO CBOIO MPAKTUKY MepK HUKOIja HE CTAJIKUBAJICS HU
C 4EM ITOJOOHBIM.

— A Bapbka coBceM 00JIeHIIIACh. — MOCTBIIIAJICS OOMKEHHBIN
rojoc crapuika. — JIexur u exut cede. X0oTh Obl TIOJTBI TOMBLIA,
nackyga. MHe 3Ha4ok BopollmioBCKoro crpesika npuIluId Bpy-
yaTh, a OHa... Bapbka! BcraBai, ko3a gpanasi!



Crapuky HUKTO He oTBeTWI. PasBepHyBIIMCh, MepK Hampa-
BUJICSI OOPATHO B 3aJ1 ¥ BAPYT Pe3KO 3aTOPMO3MII y 3epKana. OHO
BBIJISIEIO OOBIYHBIM, HO €JBa MOJIOJJOM YeNIOBEK MPUKOCHYJICS
K €ro MOBEPXHOCTU MAJIbLIAMU U, 3aKPBIB [J1a3a, COCPEIOTOUMNII-
Csl, KaK Ha CTEKJIe MOsIBUJINCH CU3bIe Pa3BO/bl U 3€PKAJIO HAYAJI0
CTPEMHTEIBHO U3MEHAThCA. Uepe3 HECKOJIBbKO MTHOBEHMH OHO
OBLJIO MOXOKE Ha MyTHOE HOUYHOE (DOTO — MSATOE, C 3aBEPHYTHIMU
CKYKOXEHBIMU KpassMu. PecHunisl Mepka 3a1poxkaiiu oT Hampsi-
JKEHUS, TJ1a3a PaclaxHY/IUCh, B TIIyOMHE HESICHOTO JhIMYATOrO
CTEKJIa MEJIbKHYJIA U MCUE3JIa UbsI-TO TEHD, a IO 3€PKAJy C TPOM-
KUM TPEecKOM IpodOexkaia riyookas TpemuHa. Mepk OoTaepHyI
PYKY Y BbIAOXHYJ1. B3IyIsiHYy/1 Ha 3epKajio U BBIIOXHYII €llie pa3 —
ot ynusienus. «<HouHoe MsaToe poTo» Tak M 3aCTHIIO HA CTEHE —
TYCKJIasl ICKOPEKEHHas TOBEPXHOCTh C TPEIMHON MOCEPEAVHE.

— 41 noen! — cooOMmMI U3 KOMHATBI CTAapUK U, IOJHAB PYKY,
MOCTYYaJl IJIACTMACCOBOM TapeJIKOU MO MOJJIOKOTHUKY KOJISICKU.
YT10oOBI HE IPOUCXOOIIIO B 3TOM KOMHATE, HO alMeTHTa OH, TI0XO0-
ke, He pacTepsiy1. MepK MOJIOIIeN U TPOTSHYJ PyKY, YTOOBI B3ATh
Tapesky. HeoxumaHHO jKMBO CTapuK cXBaTWUJI ero 3a (pyTOoNKy
Y TIPUTSHYI K cele.

— Tax Tbl roBOpUILIL, MHE AAYT 3HAYOK ? — TPOMKHMM LIETIOTOM
CIIPOCHUJT OH.

— O0s3aTesbHO, — YyTh YJIBIOHYBILIUCH, KUBHYJI MepK, cTapuk
HaYMHaJI eMy HpaBUThcsl. OH MeuTal Jake TOra, KOrJa MeuTarh
yXe ObUIO He O YeM.



KomHara BapBapsi Obuta AJIMHHON 1 y3KOU. B yrity cTosti Tou-
HO TaKoM e TPeXCTBOpYaThIil MmKad, Kak U B 3aJle, 3aropakuBast
BBIKJTIOUATEJTb 1 JIEBYIO ABEpLly OasikoHa. OT4Yero NpoTUCKUBATh-
csl Tya IPUXOIMIIOCh OOKOM. Y JpYyroil CTeHbl, 4yTh MOOJAITH
OT 1IKaga, Ha HU3KOM JIMBaHE, YCTPEMUB OTPEIEHHBIN B3IJIS]
B MOTOJIOK, JIeXkasa MoioAasi JeByiuka. Jlerkoe seTHee rniarbe,
pacryieHHbIe CBET/IbIe BOJIOCH! U a0COIIOTHAS HEMOIBUKHOCTb.
CosHeuHBIN 3alYMK, 3alpbITHYBIIMN U3 OKHA B KOMHATY, CMY-
IIEHHO 3aIJIs1IBIBAJI B €€ I71a3a, HO JEBYIIKe ObLIO Bee paBHO. OHa
He pearnpoBaja Ha cBeT. Ha 3aiiunka. Ha Bomieamero HesHako-
MOro My K4MHY. Mepk NPUKOCHYJICA K €€ TUIEYy U TYT Ke OTAEp-
HYJ PyKY, ero o00OXIio mycrotoi. [lepes HUM nexana He jKeH-
IIMHA — MUPAX, CTeHb, TIOJOOUE.

«KTO CcBOIO CTEHb YBUIUT, CKOPO MOMPET», — BCIIOMHUJIUCH
€My HEM3BECTHO KOI/ia U Ile IPOYUTAHHBIE CTPOKHU.

OH BBITAIINIT U3 KAPMaHa MAJIEHBKOE CTEKJIBIIIKO, TIOTHEC €0
K JIMILY — CTEKJIO CJIerKa 3aTyMaHWIOCh. JleByliKa Jpliajna, OHa
ObLJ1a 371ECh, U B TOXKE BpEMsI ee CIIOBHO He Obl10. B pactepsiHHO-
cru Mepk nipuces Ha Kpaid AuBaHa. MBICIH Iy TaJInCh, TIEpECKa-
KMBasl C OHOTO Ha Jpyroe: OErcTBO XaTu(QHATTOB, CTEPUIIbHAS
0e3KM3HEHHAs1 KBApTHpPa, TPECHYBILIEE TIO]] €ro MajbliaMu 3ep-
KaJlo, CyMaclleJIIMi CTapyuK B raHrctepckom Koctiome. .. Ceii-
yac Mepk 4yBcTBOBaJ cedst OOBIYHBIM T'OPOKAHUHOM, KOTOPOMY
BAPYI PaccKa3aj, 4To B €r0 JBOPE KUBYT CTPAIIHbIE MOHCTPBI,
0 KOTOpHIX OH M He nofo3peBaeT. Ho B oTimume ot oObiBaTens,



9TO OTKPBITHE HE CTOJIBKO HAIlyrajo Mepka, CKOJIBKO YBJIEKJIO.
[NouToBBIi1 rOTyOB MPUHEC EMY MaJeHbKHI KYCOUEK TalHBI, & YTO
MOXET ObITh yBJIEKaTeJIbHEe, YEM pas3ra/ibiBaTh TaliHbI ITOTO MU-
pa?

Mepk noaHsICcs ¢ AMBaHa, e1Ie pa3 MOCMOTPEN Ha HEMOBUK-
HO JIeKAIYI0 CTEHb UM BBIIIE] U3 KOMHATHL. [lesath B KBapTHpe
Ooutbliie ObUIO HEYero. A BOT BO ABOPE. ..

— D, mapeHs! — cxBaTuiI ero 3a pykae crapuk. — Crnacu6o
Tebe.

— 3a yro? — ynuBuicsa Mepk.

— 3a 3HauoK. I ero 10—o—oro xjaju, — CTapuK MOMaHWUJ
najbleM Mepka, 1 Korzaa TOT Har"yJicsl K €ro Jimiy, TUXO Ipo-
menral. — 5 3xat, yto JIbimka uckana. Xodelb, NOKaxy?

— JIplmKa 3TO KTO? — TakkKe IIENOTOM MOMHTEPECOBAJICS
Mepk.

— Korka ObiBITIasi, — HEOKUAAHHO PacCepAWICS HA BOMPOC
crapuk. — Ee Bappka moxo 3akonana, 51 % Tebe ropopui. Bor,
oepu.

W BeITalM M3 KapMaHa CBOEIrO I'AHICTEPCKOrO I0JIOCATOrO
MUKAKA. .. axar.

— Bepu, Gepu, MHE He KaJKo. ..



I'naBa 3 Taiinble ;KUTeJH JBOPA

Tanucmanbl, amynetsl, oOeperu, amoTpored... Tegecma
y T'PEKOB, TWJIACM y apaOoB, aMy/IeTyM y puMJysiH. KpemHueBbie
yABAY — «BElllb, KOTOPasi COXpaHsAeT» — y erunTsH. Bcio cBoo
MCTOPUIO YEJIOBEK MpsYeTcs OT Oefl M HecyacTHid, HO YBbI... OHU
BCE PaBHO ero HaxoaAT. HezaBucumo ot pac, BepoBaHMM U Ieo-
rpau4ecKoro MeCTONOIOKEHUS.

Axar... AMyJeT KOpOBBI, KaK €ro Ha3bIBaJM KUTEJU HOJI-
Hbl Huna. [aBHOe oTiiuue amynera or odepera B CIOCOOHO-
CTH HakaruBath cuity. OGeper — ofHOpa3oBas TyKa. Beimon-
HII CBOIO padoTy, OTBEJ yIap, OT KOTOPOTo JOJIKEH ObUT 3aIly-
TUTh W pacchinasics B mpax. Vnm mpeBparuiicst B 6eCrosne3nyio
UTPYUIKY, TMKOBUHHOE YKpalleHue. AMyJIeT, Kak MbUIECOC, BCa-
CbIBaeT B ce0s1 SHEPrHIO U YeM JIOJbllle OH CYILECTBYET, TEM MO-
I'yILIECTBEHHEE CTAHOBUTCS.

3onoras KOpoBa, Hecylas MexX/ly poraMy COJIHEUHBIN JMCK,
Jiekana Ha JJaJoHM Mepka NOTEeMHEBIIEW OT BPEMEHHU 30JI0TOU
iactuHon. IpeBHsas Bemb. CuiibHasA. BOT TobKO JUCK COHLIA
ObLJT MOYTH YEPHBIM, a ITO O3HAYAJIO, YTO axar cjaomad. Mcmop-
yeH. Miu... nmepenenad. B cBOO MPOTUBOMNOIOKHOCTD — BEIllb,
KOTOpasi He OXpaHseT, a nopadoiaer Biaaesbiua. Mepk MoaHsu
IJ1a3a Ha cTapvKa M yBUeN, 4yto ToT cnuT. [lupokononas nuis-
1a chexala Ha JILO, TYJIOBHUILE OOMSIKJIO, ITpaBasi pyKa MOBHCIA,
CheXaB C MOAJIOKOTHHKA. Ha rybax crapuka HEOXHWIaHHO IPO-



MelnbKHYNa yiabiOka. EMy cHunach Amepuka, JUKash KHUKHAs
Awmeprka, AMepuKa—BECTEpH — CTpaHa—o00pa3, KOTOPOH OHa
He Obuta HuKorga. OH ckaka o 6eckpaiiHel pepur 3a CTaaoM
OW30HOB, YBOPAUMBAJICS OT OTPABJIEHHBIX MHAENUCKUX CTPEJ, BO-
3WJ1 KOHTpaOaHAoi BUCKM B YMKaro, KpyTHJI Ha MaJiblie KOJIbT,
npexk/e YeM BBICTPEJUTh B KOBAapHOIro Bpara. Beka myrtanuch
Me:K cOOOI0 B IPUBE BPEMEH U OCBHINTIAIUCH JIETKOH e/1Ba 3aMETHOM
Y/IBIOKOM Ha MOPIIMHKCTOE JIMIIO MeuTaTess. Mepk ele pas 1o-
JyMaJl, YTO CTapUK eMy HpaBUTcs. M akKypaTHO 3aBEpHYB B HO-
COBOM IUIATOK, TIOJIOKMJI aMyJIeT B KapMaH.

B noawesne Obi10 xonmomHo. Eciu Bb BCTpeTUTE BHICTYKEH-
HBIW XOJIOMHBIN TIOABE3 CPEIM KAPKOT'o JieTa — 3HAUUT, U3 HErOo
yIIuM Bce XatudHaTThl. MajieHbK1e IpOo3pavyHble CYIIEeCcTBa, KO-
TOpBIE TPEIOTCS HA COJTHIIE, BIMTHIBAS TEIUIO, & 3aTEM Pa3HOCAT
€ro 1o TojBaJlaM M CTEeHaM JIOMOB. MepK BBIIIIEN U3 TOIbE3-
na. TlonmpaBuil IMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CHSUT C PACCTErHYTOM pyOarri-
KM 3€pPKAJIbHbIC OYKH U CIPSITAJICSA 32 HUMHU OT TOPSTYMX JTyden
conHia. Eine pas orisiien 1Bop u, 3aMeTHB B CTOPOHKE CHISIIE-
r'0 Ha CKaMbe JIBOPHUKA, HATIPABUJICS K HEMY.

HecmoTpst Ha JieTo, IBOPHUK OBLT OJIET B TEJIOIPENKY M KUP-
30BbIe canoru. CJIOBHO ero JIyOJIeHHYIO BHICYIIIEHHYIO KOXKY TOXE
TIOKMHYJIU Bce XaTU(HATTHL. XOTs JIIOOOMY JIOTIOJJTMHHO U3BECT-
HO, YTO HU Ha JIIOASIX BOOOIIE, HM HAa IBOPHUKAX, B YaCTHOCTH,
xaTtuHaTTH He BogATcs. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO YecTd. Bripouewm, Te-
Jlorpeiika ero Oblla Hapacraiiky, BOPOT KJIeT4aTol pydaxu pac-



CTETHYT, a IUPOKKE OPIOKH, OOJIbIIIe HATOMUHAIOIIE IIapOBa-
PBI, 3aBsI3aHBI KYCKOM OOBIYHOWM OenbeBoil BepeBKHu. Kazamocs,
Ha MPOUCXOASIIEee BOKPYT OH He 0Opaiiial HUKaKoro BHUMaHUs,
HO Mepk 3HaJl, 4TO 3TO He TaK.

— IIpuBeT, XMbIPh OOJIOTHBIN, — MOAOW/IA, TIO3/I0POBAJICS OH.

JIBOpPHUK TIBIXHYJT MATTMPOCKOW W OPOCHIJI HA HEr0 HACTOPO-
JKEHHBIN B3IVIS.

— OTkenb 3HaIIb? — OBICTPO CITPOCHIT OH.

— 3HAaKY YMTAK0, — HACMEIUIMBO MTpoU3HeC MepkK, MOKOCHUB-
IIUCh HA TPAHC(OPMATOPHYIO OY/IKY.

— Konpys miro j1b? — monHTEpecoBasics IBOpHUK. — Mu 3TOT,
KaK B0, 9KCTPacKyHc?

Mepk nipucesn Ha CKaMelKy psiIoM C JIBOPHUKOM.

— DKCTpaceHc, — Nnonpasui oH. — [IpaBUIbHO TOBOPUTH IKC-
TpaceHc.

— A BOHSIET OT HUX THWJIOW Maruei, Kak OT CKYHCOB, — 3a-
YIPSIMUJICS] IBOPHUK.

Mepk crioputh He crai. Kpaem miaza oH 3aMeTwi, Kak u3-
3a OYJIKU IMOKA3aJIMCh JIB€ PACXPUCTAHHBIX JIMYHOCTU KEHCKOTO
nona. Ha Gomkuxax ObLIM cTapble MoTepThie KOGThl — HA OfI-
HOW CHHSIs, IO 1IBET JIMIIA, & HA JPYroll — po30Basi IMoj I[BET
BUHA, OYTBUIKY KOTOPOTO OHa JiepXkajia B pykax. Mosozpie Ma-
Mallli ¢ KOJISICKaMH, BCE ellle TTPOTy/IMBABIIIUECS BO JBOPE, I11a-
PaxHYJIMCh B CTOPOHY, MPE3PUTEIHLHO MOPILACH U 3a)KUMasi HO-
cbl. Bospiie Ha GOMKMX HUKTO HE OOpaTUl BHUMAHUS — BUJIHO,
K HUM JIaBHO TIPUBBIKJIM. MaJleHbKOrO pocTa, ¢ 3a0CTPEHHBIMU



CKYJIaMH U BIAJIBIMU ITIEKaMH, OHHU JIBUTAJIKCh MPSIMO K Mepky.
MsiThle IJTMHHBIE 100KU BOJIOYHJIUCH TIO acasibTy, MOJIMETAst eT0
HE XyXKe JIBOPHUIIKOW METJIBI.

— Bce B mopsiake, neaM, — MOJIOAOW YENOBEK CHST OYKH
Y C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM MTOCMOTPENT Ha OOMIKHUX, e/JBa Te OKa3aJIvCh
psom. Wb, X03sMHA BBITIONBIN 3alMINaTh. — MeHsI 30BYyT
Mepk, BO3MOXHO, BBl 000 MHE CIIBIIIIAJIH.

He oTrBeTHB, OOMKUXU MPUCEIH TI0 COCEACTBY Ha MOPeOpUK
Y TIPUHSUIUCH 110 OYepe/iv TIHYTh BUHO U3 OYTHUIKH, MOJTYA TTPU-
CITIIMBASICh K Pa3roBopy. Bpsia i Ob XOTh OMUH OOBIYHBIN TO-
POJICKO¥ MIPOXOKHIH, CITyYHCh €MY IIPOXOAUTH MUMO, 3aITOJO3PHIT
B HUX Hemonei. OHaKO, IMEHHO TaK W ObUIO. YpOaHW3aIus
U POCT TOPOIOB KOCHYJIMCh HE TOJIBKO 4YesioBeuecTBa. Jlemmuy,
KUKUMODBI, 3bI00YHUKH, PYCAJIKH, JIOCKOTYXU ¥ MHOTHE JpyTrre
’KUATEJIN JIECOB M BOJOEMOB BBIHYKIEHBI ObLIM BCJIE]T 32 JTIIObMU
NIOJIAThCSl B T KaMEHHbIE JUKYHIJIA U TIPUCIIOCOOUTBCS 31€Ch
KUTb.

BOJIOTHHK, OH e XMBIPb OOJIOTHBIN, 3a0BIYKOBATT MATUPOCY
Y XMYPO CIIPOCHIL:

— Yero Ha10TH?

[Mocne 4ero TKHyJ KPUBBIM MaJblIEM B CTOPOHY KUKHUMOP
U T00aBWIT:

— Mowu mupHbIe Bce, B 6e300pa3usix He 3aMelaHbl.

Wms Mepka OOJIOTHUK JISHCTBUTEITHHO CIIBIIIAI U, BUIHO Obl-
JI0, YTO 3aHEPBHUYAJL.

— A 4910? — JICHUBO CIIPOCHJI TOT. — Y Bac TyT Oe300pa3us



ObIBAIOT?

— Jla rae ux Her, — OypKHYJ XMbIpb. — TOKa 3TO Moau Mex
co0o0M, MBI B UX Jiesa He MetaeMcsl. Kui y Hac TyT eHaapb 1oj
BOH TEM TOIOJIEM O ITPOLLIOM I'ojie, BOPOBAJI IO MEJIouu ¢ Oal-
KOHOB, TaK 51 €ro CaMOJIMYHO B3alllei IPOrHal.

Mepk ycmexHysics. EHnaps — cTpaHHOe cyniecTBO pa3Mepom
C MQJICHBKOTO KabaHa, MUTAIoIIeecs] BO3AyXOM U OxXouee 10 Bce-
ro OJIECTAIIEro — HaBEPHsIKA MTPOTHAJIM 3a TO, YTO HE XKeJlall Jie-
MThCA. Beiyx ke Moooi yesioBek TpeOoBaTeIbHO MPOU3HEC:

— MHe HyXHO 3HaTh Bce 00 OOUTATENSIX STOTO JBOPA — OHHU-
Maelb po Koro 5. U ele... — OH MOgHSI IJ1a3a U OCMOTpEI
Ha OKHO, 32 KOTOPBIM OCTaBHJI cTapuka—TraHrcrepa. — O xure-
JISIX IIECTHAALATON KBAapTHPHL. [IeByllKa U cTapblili UHBAIH],

BonoTHUK crerka pacciaaduics, modecan BOJOCaTyio Ipyb
IO/l PACCTErHYTOM py0axoil, Bbl1a HEUTO Bpojie YJIbIOKU U Ha-
yaJl CBOM pacckas.



PACCKA3 XMbIPA BOJIOTHOI'O

Yero oco6o pacckaspiBath? S1-T0 B ropoae poawiics. Ku pa-
HE K LEHTpY OJIMKe, a KaK MacCUB CTaJIM 3aCTPanBaTh, TAK CIO/IbI
u nepeOpascsa. Ha okpanHe oHO criokoiiHee Kak-To. Bece cBou,
BCEX 3Haelllb. DTO B LIEHTPE HE MOHSATh, KTO TAKOW: C JPYroro
KOHIIa TOpofia prexasl WK BOOOIIIe HE3/ICIIHHIIA, a 3/1eCh UyKOH
UJET — 3a HUM CeMb IJ1a3 pa3oM cMoTpAT. [Touemy cems? [loro-
BOpKa Takasi, 0aTbKo JII0OWI MOBTOPsITh. OH cam pogom u3 Bacio-
raHbsl, cblmai, HeOochk? [19ThCOT BEPCT CIUIONIHBIX OOJIOT TM0-
cpenu Cubupu. Psaounku, TerepeBa, KyponaTtku. Paii. Exxernu Ob1
He OaTbKWH XapakTep. ... bemeHbiii OH y MeHs ObLJ1, YMCTO 3BEPD.
o mops! 10 BpEMEHHU € pyK CXOIWJIO, MOKa Ha JIuxo He HapBa-
cs1. Exxer k1o JInxo Ha 60M0Tax TPOHYJ — JKUThsI OOJNbIIE HET,
HOTY B PyKHU M MOTaii, TIOKa 11eJ1. BOT 6aThko 1 yTeK B TOpOJI.

[Tomep OH OBICTPO — U MOJICTA JIET HE MPOTSAHYJI, HE CTEpIIeN
TOpOJICKOM KU3HU. A MHe 31ech HpaButcs. LuBuimzarms. Thl
HE MOBEPHIIb, HO OBIBACT, JIaXe JIIOAW HETUIOXHUEe TOMaJaloTCs.
Oco0MBO eXeNu ajKall Wik OOMXK — HY IMOUYTH KaK POJIHOM.
JKasb xxuBYyT Masio. A BOT 3ayMHBIX He moomo. 1 crapyx ere —
OX, U BpeliHble OHe. M To He Tak, U 3TO He J/aK.

TyT mogo MHO# NATH JBOPOB, KEHbI OJHA JPYrol Kpauie —
BOH CMOTpPY KaKKe KMKUMOPHI 3HaTHbIE. JKUTh, B 00IIeM, MOX-
HO. I MeHs B OKpyre 3HaIOT, U caM s Hemauio. [Ipo Tebs1 BoH
cipiman. OnHu OperryT, YTO Thl KOJ/IYH 3HATHBIN, Ipyrue, 4ro



HE KOJIJyH, a TPOCTO 3aroBOp Ha yaayy UMeelllb — B JTIOOOM CIIy-
Jae CBA3BIBATLCS HE X0uy. /[[BOp y MEHsI UyTh HE CaMblil TUXUI
B paiioHe. Exeu rjie-1o MaJIeHbKO 1 KaMJIalo Mo-Hallemy, 1mo 00-
JIOTHOMY, TO HUKOMY 0c000ro ypoHa ottoro HeT. C Tex mop, Kak
9TU JIOMa MOCTPOWJIM — & 9TO COPOK JIET, TIOUUTAll — OTPOJISICh
npo6iieM y MeHs1 He Ob10. [Tonauany babaii moBaauiicst XOmuTh,
HE 3Hal0, YK OTKEJIb OH BbIJIE3 — JJa’ke OT OaThKY HUKOT/IA PO KK~
BBIX HE CIIBIIIA, AyMaJl, BBiMepiiu JaBHO. Ho MBI ero cpa3y rpo-
rHa. KpuBoOOKWMiA, CTpaliHbelil — He 3psi UM JieTel myratoT. 5
TaK rojaraio, 6adas, Korja JjoMa BO3BOVIIN, CTPOUTEITH ITOTPe-
BOXKWIM. [ J1a3amMu JIyraet, HU4ero He IOHMMAET, OT BCETO I1apa-
XaeTcsl — BU/IaTh, 3aCHYJI JIET MAThCOT Ha3aJ, KOIJa U JIIOIbMU-
TO 371eCh elle He maxyio. A mpocHyncsi — Ha Tebe. Kyna mortom
TIOJIAJICST — HE 3HAIO.

Hy a mocne coBceM yx HUKoro—Hu4ero. EHnaps-To s He cuu-
Talo, He BEJIMKA JI0Ca/Ia C OTKPHITHIX OAJTKOHOB OBIYKH C HOCKaMU
10 HOYaM cOOMpaTh. A TYT C TOJ Ha3aj Mepee3kaeTr B IeCTHA-
JIATYI0 CeMerKa Iy/IHast — KaJleKa CTapbli, BHYYKa €ro U KOIIIKa.
[To 6GeqHOCTH, 3HAYNT, B IICHTPE KBAPTUPY MPOJIAIIHU, 31eCh B3sl-
. [ToHavany s1 0co60ro BHUMaHUsI He 00paTiil. A mapy mecs-
1IeB Ha3aJl KOIIKa Y HUX c/IoxJa. Jla Kak-To HempaBUIbHO COX-
JIa, HEXOPOIIIO — TJIOTh CTHUIIA, a IyX ocTajics. Mou 0aiT, 4To
BUJIEJIN, KaK TIPU3PaK ee Mo HOvaM IO IBOPY XOJAWJI, CJIOBHO UC-
KaJ1 4To-TO. MIeT—HIneT, a oToM CSIIeT Ha 3a/HUE JIaTlbl 1 J1a-
Bail BbITh. JIIOOU-TO HE CTIBIIIAT, & Y KHKUMOP MOPO3 IO KOXKe.
Heckonbko HOUel pUXoInJI, a MecsIa 1Ba Ha3a1 3arporiaj Bpo-



ne. Jlymanu, ynokowics, aH HeT. Bo3BepHyiica HenaBHO. S Tak
JyMar — MCTUTb. [I0TOMY KaKk HEYMCTO 311ECh JEJI0, HET Y 3BEPbS
JlyXa Takoro, KaK y JIOJEH WIK MaJIbIX HApO/LIEB, HE MOT'YT OHU
MpU3pavHUYaTh — UX JyX Cpa3y C IIOThio ymMupaeT. Exenu moe
MHEHHE XOIITb 3HaTh, TYT 0€3 KOJJIOBCTBA He 00omuiock. Ho XoTh
ITHEM T10 TOJIOBE YEIIN — HE YyI0 Maruu.

W ¢ 1eBYOHKON CTPAaHHOCTb €CTh KaKas-TO, & B YEM He IMOu-
My. Bpoze kak cTepkHsl B HEl HET — He 3Haelllb Yero KAaThb.
N He Tak, 4TO CerofgHsi CBATOM, a 3aBTpa C YEPTSIMHU Ha TMHUPY,
a BooOiie HUKak. He Mory oObsicauTh. HO exenu KoamoBCTBO
HaJ[ KOIIKOH ObLIO, TaK OO0JIbIIIe HEKOMY. MOXET KHUT JeBYOHKA
YEepHBIX HAUMTANACh... A TI0 KHI)KKaM J1a Oe3 oIbiTa — OTaauei
MOTOM TaK IIIapaxHeT, KOCTe He coOepelb. BoT u ckpyTuio —
KOTOPYIO HEJIENI0 U3 JOMA HE BBIXO/MT.

OpHo Mory cKa3zaTh, MOU TYT HU MpUYEM. 3a KeH CBOUX 00-
POAOKM Py4aloCh, CKPOMHHUIIBI OHU Y MEHs. DT J1Boe — XajibKa
1 X¥WpKa — M3 JIOMAITHUX KUKUMOP, He O0SATCS JIIoIeH, a XeHKa,
MOJIOJIIIAs], U3 JIECHBIX. TOKa 0 HOYaM BO JIBOP M BbUIA3HT. Tak
YTO €CJIM YCJBIIUIIb CIYyX OT KOro U3 MECTHbIX Mpo TemMHoro
BoMka, KOTOPBIM XOAUT MO HOYaM U MbET KPOBb, HE Bepb. TO
XeHKa Mos1, ¥ ITPO KPOBb BbIAYMKH Bce. CTpalimiku.

3a TeM BOH JJOMOM KOTJIOBAH YK JIET MSITh KK BBIPHIT, TAK TaM
cpeny OUTHIX KMpIHMUel KaauibHuIa kuBeT. CaM 3Haellb, 6e3-
Bpe/iHas TBaph — OOUTAET Cpe/Ii KaMHel J1a BEeHKU U3 BaCUJIbKOB
neroM tuieteT. Jlypa Kpyriasi, Yutath U TO He ymeeT. B Gakax
MYyCOpPHBIX — Jiegamuid. Cipliian npo Takux? B aepeBHsaX oHu



B CKOIIIEHHOM COJIOME XUBYT, CIISIT LIEJIbHYIO 3UMY U OUY€Hb HeJI0-
BOJIbHBI, KOTJJa BeCHA NpuxoauT. Hy, MO TOXe. .. LEIbIMU CyT-
KaMH JIpbIXHET. beaHsKu, npaBia, ero JOCTaloT — HY, KOTOpbIE
10 MYCOPHBIM Oakam miapsT. /la oT MycopHOW MaIIMHbI PUXO-
autest yxoauTb. OJJUH pa3 HE MPOCHYJICS — aXK Ha CBAJIKY YBE3-
. Ho He npuxwiicsa Tam, BepHysica. Hy u Mokpyxa Tyna—cioaa
nuisietrcs. ['ne csaper — Mmokpoe nsaTHO ocraercs. Ene onHa nypa,
C HeWl U MOroBopuTh He 0 yeMm. Hy a mpo ocTasibHbIX U TOBOPUTH
He Oydy — MeJloUb MyIJIuBasl. . ..

XMBIph pa3Bes pyKaMu, 0TOOpal y OfHOW U3 KeH OYTBLIKY,
B KOTOPOH MOWJIO HUKAK HE 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh — U CAeal J00-
Pblil IJIOTOK. BBIIOXHYI, yTepcsi pyKaBOM TEJIOTPEUKHU U BOIIPO-
CUTEJIBHO NTOCMOTpes Ha Mepka.



I'maBa 4. OraeBymka
1 ee HeOOBIYHBIN APYT

Criacasich OT Ha30MJIMBBIX JIACK COMHITA, MepK HBIPHYJI B Ma-
IIMHY Y BKJIIOYWJI KOHAWIIMOHep. Heyxenu 1eBYoHKa JefCTBU-
TEeJIbHO M3y4asa yepHble KHUru? Iloracmiee 3epkaio, npuspak
MEPTBOM KOIIKH, YIIeAIe XarTudHarel.... I nepenenanHbi
amyJieT, UICTOPUIO KOTOPOTO €Ille PECTOUT BhISICHUTD.

3aBens mamvHy, Mepk Bblexal U3 ABOpa U BIWJICS B ILJIOT-
HBIl TIOTOK MaiuH. [IBukeHue ObUIO HACTOJNBKO MeJJIEHHBIM,
YTO Ka3aJoCh, ITO MAIIMHA CTOUT HA MECTe, & MUMO Hee HETO-
POIUIMBBIM IPOTYJIOYHBIM IIArOM MPOXOAST 3[JaHUsI, TOPrOBbIE
najaatku v ceetoopbl. CeMeHAT METKON MOXOAKON a(pUITHbIE
TyMOBI, ITPOMNOJI3AIOT, KPEMNKO JiepKa CBOU CTOJIUKH, JIETHUE Ka-
(be 1 BBICOTKM U3 cTeKJia M OETOHA OCTOPOKHO CTYMAIOT HA 3eM-
JII0, BHUMATEJILHO CMOTPSI TIOJ] HOTH, YTOOBI HE pa3/IaBUTh MEITb-
TeIlaIIKX MMOBCIOY TEIIeX0/I0B.

Bo aBope, kyna yaca uepe3 qBa qoopasicst Mepk, ero Xoporro
3HaM. EaBa OH BbUIE3 U3 MALIMHBI, KaK PbIKEBOJIOCAs JEBUOH-
Ka JIeT JIBEHA/IIAaTH, MpPbITaBIas yepe3 CKaKaJKy, MOACKOYMIIa
K HEMY M PaJIOCTHO 3aynbi0anack. Mepk yablOHYJICS B OTBET, J10-
CTaJl U3 MAllMHBI IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIN KYJIEK ¢ KOH(peTaMu U Mpo-
TSHYJ J€BUOHKE.



— BrnarogapcrByiite, — 3as1BUIa Ta, )KaIHO BHIXBATHIBAS KYJIEK.

JIeBUOHKY 3Ty TaK 4acTO BUJIENU BO IBOPE, UTO IABHO HE 00-
pamany Ha Hee BHUMaHus. Ho ecnu Obl sxuTeneil qopa crnpo-
CHUTb, Ubsl OHA U B KaKOW KBAPTUPE KUBET, HUKTO U3 HUX HA 3TOT
BOIpPOC He oTBeTUs Obl. [IoTOMY UTO A€BYOHKA U BOBCE HE KH-
Jla HM B Kakou kBaprupe. [locnenHue et nATe OHa HOYEBasa
Ha JJABHO 3a0pPOILIEHHON CTPOMKE MO COCEACTBY.

Mepk OCTOpOXKHO TOTpemnan ee Mo 3aTbUIKy. [eBUYOHKa...
a BepHee OrHeBYIIIKa, IPUKUJIBIBAIOIIASICS PEOSHKOM, 3aMY PJIbl-
KaJla OT YIOBOJIbCTBUS.

— Tel HamONTO? — Cipocua oHa.

— Her, — B3noxnyn Mepk. — C BeipycoMm NOroBoputb rpuexal.

— Beuno ¢ Breipycom, — Tyt ke Hagynace OrueByika. — Bor
He ToBeLy Tedst JOMOM, Oyaentb 3HaTh!

Ho nomoii, a ecu TouHee, Ha 3a0pOIIEHHYIO CTPOIKY, BCe ke
nosesia. MUMO IATHUITAKKU, 3aTEM 3a YIoJl, MUMO Pa3pOCIIUX-
Cs1 KJIHOB, MEX/Iy /IByX HETUIOTHO MIPUTHAHHBIX TTAT 3a00pa. . .
[TmuTh ykpammana 60proBas 3aroryJimHa — 3HaK OTHsI U TOTO, YTO
9TO MecTo oOuTaHus 3aHTO. [lo 3HaKOM JIoMaHHasI 3eJieHast Jiu-
HUSI CO CTUJIM30BAaHHOM LIM(POHN «Tpr» yKa3blBasla Ha KOJIUYe-
ctBo odurateneii. Ha camom nene OrHeByIKa JTyKaBWIA: KUia
OHAa 371eCh OJJHA, HE CUMTATh KE JBOPOBOIO PBLKETO KOTA 3a pa-
3yMHOe cylecTBo. TperbuM Obl1 Boipyc, HO.... Beipyc 1 BoBce
He OBLJT «CYIIIECTBOM».

¥V 3a0porieHHbIX HOBOCTPOEK HeT mpomnuioro. Her cuactss,



6ou, 0bua, BcTped u paccraBanuil. [llymubix ckanpanos. [Tna-
HOB Ha Oynyiee. [TorenyeB Ha JIECTHUYHOM IJIOIMAIKE ¥ JIOJTUX
Pa3roBOpOB Ha KyxHe. MaTeprHCKOM JTI0OBU U OTIIOBCKOTO THE-
Ba. [IpoTekImx MmoToNKOB, KYIJICHHOW MeOelr, BECEJIbIX 3aCTO-
JIMI ¥ TOCKJIMBOTO OfiMHOYecTBa. HOBOCTpOMKY HUKOTIa HE ObI-
M KwIbiME. Bee ux mporuioe — He cBepImBIieecs Oymyiiee.
Jlom Ge3 MpoIIoro HUKOMY He MHTEpeceH. 3/IECh He )KUBYT J1a-
ke xaTugHaTThl, CaMble HETTPUXOTIUBBIE U3 HU3IIUX CYIIIHOCTEN.
A TeM, KTO MUTAETCs OBIJIBIM YEJI0BEUYECKHX TEIJIOM U OCTABIIIN-
MUCSI SMOLIMSIMUA U BOBCE HEYEro JejiaTh Ha 3a0pOIIEHHON HO-
BOCTpOIKe. 3aMOpOKeHHas JIeT IBa/ILAaTh Ha3a/l CTPOWKa yueo-
HOT'0 KOMILJIEKCa TOpociia OypbsSHOM U KJIeHAMU—TIIOAPOCTKAMU,
MOCTENEHHO MPEBPAIIAIIIMMUCS B HacTosIIIMEe aepeBbs. [1poii-
Js1 MAMO CTapodl OETOHHOW TUIMTHI C BBUIE3IIECH pPXKaBOU ap-
Matypoir, Mepk u OrseBylika BOILJIM B 3[4aHHE W HalpaBU-
JIMCh HAa TpeTui Tax. Beceno mepeckaspiBast mocaeHue COObI-
THs1, CJTyYUBIIUECS BO JIBOPE, JAEBUOHKA IMPbITaJia CO CTYNEHbKHU
Ha CTYINEHbKY, XUTPO NOIJIsAAbIBAsA HA UAYIIEro ciaenaom Mepka.
Ho y BXoz1a B 60J1bI110€ ITPOCTOPHOE TIOMEIIICHHE PE3KO 3aTOPMO-
3Wia U cMoJikJa. HaunmHanach MX MOCTOsIHHAS Urpa Iojl Ha3Ba-
HHeM «CMOsKelllb JIA Thl BOWUTH 7»

Mepk orsiiencs. Hu crieioB, HU TallHBIX 3HAKOB HE OBLIO
BuaHO. Ho momelneHue, ¢ J€CTHUYHOM IJIOMIAAKM Ka3aBIlleecs
MYCTHIM, SIBHO OBLIO 3amuitieHo. OT HEMPOIIeHHBIX TOCTEH, CITy-
YailHBIX U HET. YTO e TaKoro MpUIyMalio 3TO PbIKEBOIOCOE Uy-
JI0 Ha 3TOT pa3? Mepk npuciymascs K CBOMM BHYTPEHHUM OIIy-



HIEHUSM U TOHSUI, YTO €My COBEPIIEHHO HE XOYETCs BXOAUTh
B 9TOT NBUIBHBIN, ITyCTOM, HUKOMY HE HYKHBIM 3a71. OTBOpOT?
Ho kakum o6pazom? JloBonbHast yibpiOka Ha jmie OrHeByIIKU
BBITSIHYJIACh A0 YILIEN — KaKeTCsl, BIIEPBbIE OHA CMOIJIa MEPEuT-
parb camoro Mepka. OH, OJHaKO, HE TOPOITWJICA IPU3HABATh I10-
paxenue. MenjieHHO MpoIencs BAOJb JIECTHUYHOM TIOIIAAKH,
NPUOIM3UIICS K ITyCTOMY I7Ia3y OKOHHOTO IPOEMa U TYT XKe Pe3KO
otuiatHyscsA. Co pikaBo MOKAPHOM JIECTHULIBI Ha TOPLIE 3JaHUS
B ITOMeEIIeHUE 3alPhITHYJT OOJBIION ABOPOBBI KOT. [IpourHopu-
POBaJI TOCTA M YCEJICA B yIIy BBUIM3BIBATH CBOIO IIEPCTh. Tak,
a 4TO 3TO PSIOM ¢ KoToM? B yrity, B Ky4ye CTaporo CTpOMUTEb-
HOT'O MycCOpa JiesKaJl BBICOXILIMI LIBETOK yepTononoxa. Mepk Ha-
KJIOHWJICSI, TIOJHSUT €10 M MIMPOKO YibiOHYscs. Ha nBeTtok Obut
HAMOTAaH TOHKMMA PbIKUM BOJIOCOK. MOJIOION YENIOBEK OCTOPOXK-
HO CHSUI €r0, MOJIOKUJI Ha JIAZ0OHb, IPOILIENTAJ HECKOJIBKO CJIOB
U IyHyJ1. Bomocok moaHs1 B BO3AYX W... pacchilajcs MajleHb-
KMMU OTHEHHBIMU UCKOpKamK. OTHEBYIIIKa Cpa3y NOMpayvHeJa.

— 310 Myp3 BUHOBAT! — Ha/TyBIIUCh, 3asiBIJIA OHA. — Eciu Obl
HE OH, Thl Obl HUKOT/Ia BHUMaHUsI He oOpaTu!

Crnioputb Mepk He crai. [lorpenait JeBUOHKY 110 I'OJIOBE U BO-
n1es1 B 3aJ1. Yepromnosnox —pacrenue Henpocroe. Cuuraercs, 4To
OH 3aIlMALIAET MUP OT 3/1a ¥ PacTeT TOJIBKO B MECTAX HEXOPOILUX,
HeoOpbIX. B IpeBHME BpeMeHa Aaxe O JIOASX CyAWJIH IO TO-
My, pacTeT psjI0M C UX JOMOM 3TO pacTeHue wiu Het. iHTepec-
HO, IJe JeBUOHKa ero B3suia? Ho cnipammBare Mepk He cral.
[Mocne Toro, Kak 3ammra ObUTa CHATA, 3271 MPEACTAT Mepe HUM



coBceM B MHOM oOnmybe. HarmomHwics crappiMu, HO JOOpPOT-
HBIMM BEIaMK: aKKYPaTHO 3aIUTHIM KOXaHBIM JIMBAHOM, T1a-
PO BBICOKHX CTYJIbEB, IIKa(puuKaMu, TYMOOUKAMH, MOJIOUKAMU
Ha cTeHax. B yriy crosiiia Oosblnas kejie3Hast neuka—oypiKyit-
Ka. [leuyka ObUta MOYTH HOBASI: MIOKPHITAsI Uy Th MOTPECKABIIEHCS
3€JIEHOM SMAJIBIO, C XPOMOBBIMU PyYKAMU U MACCUBHOM JIBEpLIEU
CO CTEKJIOM, 3aKPbIBAIOIIIEH MbLIAIONIMKI OroHb. CTEeKJI0, paB/a,
ObLIO IABHO BHIOMTO, HO MaJIEHHKOM MOBEIUTENILHULIE OTHS TITY-
1o OosAThCA ToXkapa. EAMHCTBEHHOE, Yero Hurae He ObLIo, Tak
9TO KHUT. HU KHUT, HU KYPHAJIOB, HU JIaXe ra3er OecrulaTHBIX
00bsIBJIEHUI. 3aTO MPSIMO MOCEPEAMHE 3aj1a Ha MOy, 3aCTeJIeH-
HOM BBITEPTHIM, HO YUCTEHbKUM PYKOJIEJIbHBIM KOBPUKOM, CTO-
sT... HOYTOyK. Camblil HACTOSIIIMI HOYTOYK IMOCJIETHETO TOKO-
nenust. MepK HUKOTJa He CIIPAIuBaJI, OTKY/Ia OH MOSIBUICS Y €T0
3HakoMmou. Jla oHa u He pa3zOupanack B Komrblotepax. [Ipocto
B 9TOM HOYTOYKe KU ee JIy4iuil apyr — Beipyc. EnuncTBeHHas
u3BeCTHas1 MepKy pa3yMHasi HeuenoBeuecKas CyIIHOCTh U3 BUP-
TyaJIbHOro mupa. Bripouem, cam Beipyc yTBep:x1ai Toxe camoe —
B0 BcemupHoi#i cetr HeT nHOTO pa3yma. Tosbko 6e3ay1iHbie 00-
Thl, TPOrPAMMBI, BUPYCHI. . .

OrneByiika yxe mnoBecenena. OHa BooOIe He Morjia JoJ-
r0 TPYCTUTh M OOMXKaThcs. 3akugana Mepka BoIpocamH, Kaf-
HO BIIUTHIBAsi HOBOCTH, O KOTOPHIX OH paccKasbiBaj. [lonueu-
Jlach MepecKasy MCTOPUU O KOIIKe—IIPUBUACHUM, MOXKaIoBa-
Jack Ha 0aOKy W3 COCEIHEro JoMa, KoTopas roHsier Mypsa
CO CBOEro OaJIKOHA, U JIOJITO He XOTesa BeI3kiBaTh Beipyca. Cob-



CTBEHHO HE TO, YTOOBI HE XOTeJNa, IIPOCTO TO OB e11ie OJ1H MPU-
BBIYHBIM pUTyasl — Mepk ynpammsaeT, a OHa BpeqHu4aeT. Benp
HU Ha 4Yell Ipyrou 308 Belpyc He NOSABIISAIICA: HECMOTPSI HA CBOU
epIIMCTHII HpaB, OH ObLJ OYeHb IPUBSA3aH K jieBUOHKe. Victopun
3HAKOMCTBA TOW CTPAHHOW MAPOYKU HE 3HAJ HU MepK U HUKTO
apyroi. OrHeByIIIKa HUIKOMY HUKOT/Ia HE pacCKa3biBasia 00 3TOM,
XOT$1 ec/iv OBl OHA PEeIuIach. ...



PACCKA3 OI'HEBYHIKHA
O BHAKOMCTBE C BbIPYCOM

Korna BeIsaaMIb Kak JEBYOHKA—IIOAPOCTOK, HUKTO HE OT-
HOCHTCSl K Tebe Bcepbe3. BbKUTh cpeau el 3TO MOMOraer,
a BOT XUTb C HUMHU... I—>333x! A uTO s mory nogenats? A po-
JWJIAch B 9TUX TPyIIoOax, 4ToO UX JTaMOTOHCKUI YepBb CIIOMAJ.
Ecnu s paspenry cebe pactu Aajbliie, TO CKOPO HAuYHY OCTaB-
JIATh CJebl — BBDKKEHHYIO TPAaBy U Y€pHbIE NATHA HA acdaib-
te. VI MHe npuzeTcs npsaTaTbCst OTO BCEX JOACH, a MOXKET ObITh
naxe 6exarb u3 ropona. He xouy! Mens ogHax sl Bo3uin Mepk
3a ropox — He xo4uy. He HpaBuTcs MHe.

Mepk kpacuBbliit! I Gopoaka 3ta emy uyno Kak uuer. Bor
TOJILKO U OH CO MHOM KakK C peOEHKOM. ... YBUKY KOTIa-HUOYIb
JKEHIIVHY C HUM — I71a3a el BbUKTY. [Ja—naa, MMeHHO Tak, BO3bMY
Y BBIKTY. 5l BCe paBHO NpUAyMalo, KaKk MHE BBIPACTH, 4 OH ITyC-
Kay ;KIET MOoKa. A BOT KOIZia BBIPACTY, IEPEeJ0 MHOM Jaxe Mepk
HE YCTOUT CO BCEM CBOMM KOJIIOBCTBOM. Min He Kos10BCcTBOM ?
Pa3Hoe TroBOpSIT, a OH B OTBET TOJIBKO YJIBIOAETCSI.

O#... 1 K mpo TO, Kak Mbl ¢ BeipycoM MO3HAaKOMUIUCH! ITO
NO3aIpOILION 3UMOl ObUT0. MepK, MOXKET, U KOJIIYH, a KOJIO-
BEpPTHIINIA OT KOTa He omMyuT. [Jymaer, Myp3 Harll OObIYHBINA.
Ara, Kak *ke! Y Bcex KoJIoBepThIle, OylIb OHH 3aHIIbl, KPOJIHU-
K{ WK KOTHI, BO PTY €CTh OOJbIION 300. Mama pacckasbiBaia,
YTO paHblIIe 3T CYIIECTBA ObUIM MEPBBIMU MOMOITHUKAMU BE/Ib-



MaMm. A B 300y NepeHOCHUJIN BCSIKYIO OTPaBY, U3 KOTOPOU Te 3eJ1be
BapAT. Konoeproiibl xxuBYyT 100—0—0iro! Hamemy Myp3y
yXke JIET COPOK, a TO U OoJibIe. A Ha BUJT OOBIYHBIN JPAaHBIA KOT
13 nogBOpoTHU. OH-TO MeHs ¢ BblpycOoM M MO3HAKOMMUIL.

[MomHuto, mocne HoBoro roma Obila Kak-TO KyTKas MeETeJlb..
Hy, st cky Ha OKHe, CeMEUKH IIeJIKAI0, HoraMu OOJITai0 — Ha Me-
Teab moOyioch. M BApYr u3 3Toi Oenoil ThbMbI BBIIPHITMBAET
Myp3: miepcts OpI00M, I71a3a MATaKaMH, CIOBHO 32 HUM IIH-
mmra rorutcs. JlrooomsiTHO MHE ctaso! [loitiem, roBopio, 6e3-
JeJbHUK, TIOCMOTPHUM, KTO TeOs1 Haryrait. OTHs U3 Tie4r B JIafio-
KK 3a4epIiHyJia, YTo0 MOCBeTIel ObLIo, U momnuia 3a Myp3om.
Ha ynuue — HM OIHOrO MBOTO CYHIECTBA, BCE MO KBAPTUPAM
oT Oypu nonpsitayiuck. Betep Boer, NCKPHI ¢ TaJIOHEH CHITISITCS —
TOJIKY OT OTHSI HUKAKOT'0, ¥ BJIPYT, OKOJIO MyCOPHBIX OaKOB CJIbI-
11y TPOMKHI METAJUTMYECKUH ToJI0C:

— YX)ocC... yXOC....0HE CbEJIM MON MOCX.. ..

B nepBbIil MOMEHT MHE OT 3TOrO CKPHUITy4ero rojoca camou
crpamHO crano! HexwuBou rosoc, HeHacrossmui. A Myp3, Ha-
000pOT, YCIOKOWJICS, TIOHSUT, YTO IIUIITUTOM TYT U HE TIAXHET, T0-
Jo1mien noosvke K MycopHbiM 0akaM. Ho TyT rosioc kak 3aoper:

— B BoOpyiick, xxuBotHoe! B rasenBareH!

Myp3 B3IpOrHy Ja KaKk pBaHyJ OTTyJa.

A g ocrasiach U Mo3HaKOMWIUCh ¢ Boipycom. OH, OenHsra,
TOr/Ia TMOMaJl B JIOBYIIKY, U €ro BHIOPOCHJIM HA TIOMOWKY BMe-
CTe CO CTapbIMU KOMIIBIOTEPHBIMHU Kese3sikaMu. [le10 B TOM, YTO
Bripyca Ha camom jienie He cymectByer. Cam ceOst OH Ha3bIBa-



€T eJMHCTBEHHBIM B MUPE CETEBbHIM BUPTYaJIbHBIM pasymoM. Kak
TaKoe BO3MOXKHO $1 HE TIOHUMAI0, HO MYCTh Y HETro HeT TeJia, IMyCTh
TMIOJIOBUHY €ro CJI0B HEBO3MOXHO TMOHSTH, MYCTh )KMBET OH B Ka-
KOM-TO YeMOJIaHe C SKPAHOM M HUKOT/IA He MOKa3bIBACTCS OTTY-
Jla — BCE PaBHO OH MOM CaMblid JTy4IlIU# Ipyr!

Ha, ecu 661 OrHEByIIIKa penmiach, TO pacckasana Obl BOT
TaKyI0 CTPAHHYIO UCTOPHUIO O Ipy*k0e IeBYOHKH, KOTopasi OOUTCs
B3pPOCJIETh U BUPTYAIbHOM CYIIIHOCTH, HEO)KUJAHHO OCO3HABIIIEN
ceOs1 pa3yMHOI.

— KapTtuHku He rpy3auno? — HacCMENUIMBO cIpocusl Beipyc
B OTBeT Ha npuBeTcTBUe Mepka. [lepeBecT 3T0 MOXHO ObLIO
TPUOJIM3UTENILHO TaK: «HY M KaKasl Ha 3TOT pa3 mpodiema?»

Mepk ycesncsl Ha HU3KUN MaJICHbKUU JIMBAaHUMK Oe3 HOXEK,
BBITSIHYJI HOTH, TPUHsUT OT OTHEBYILIKU KPYKKY C XOJIOZIHBIM KBa-
COM Y TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Yro THI 3Haellb O XKUBOTHbIX—IIpU3pakax? KenareabHO
O KOIIKaXx.

— YouIaBeHuKkoM, — XMbIKHYJT Boipyc u cmonk. Ho momuan
HEJI0JIr0, BCErO HECKOJIbKO CEKYH[I. A 3aTeM BIpYI 3arOBOPUJI
Ha HOPMAJIbHOM YeJloBe4ecKoM si3bike. — [Ipencrapinsenis, coda-
ka backepsuien Boece He BbimyMKa! Hy, To ectb OHa-TO Kak
pa3 BbIIyMKa, HO B AHIVIMM UCIIOKOH B€Ka BEPUJIU B YEPHBIX CO-
6ak. M3Bepraoiye miams Npu3paku pa3sMepoM ¢ HeOOJIbIIIOrO
Obika. Bpozie Ob1 y KaxI0ro KosjiyHa Oblia Takasi co0aka—cCTo-
PO’K, YTOOBI HE YITyCTUTD €T0 AYIIY, KOrJa KOJAYHY IPUIET Bpe-



Msl yMUpaTh.

— Kaxou B3110p. .. A xomka?

— He menpremu... Ectb u komku. Toxe uepHbie. BoT Tebe
ClIy4ail: HeKMiA XO35IMH, repeesskasi, 3a0bl1 B CTapOM JIOMe KOIII-
Ky. HOBBIIT 1OM BCKOpe Cropes BMecTe ¢ X031MHOM, a OpOIIeH-
Hasl KOIIKa, He Hal/Is1 HOBBIH oM OblJIa 0OpeueHa Ha BEYHOE CKH-
TaHUE 10 CBETY.

— Bosbiiie noxoxe Ha 00bIUHYI0 Oaiiky, — momopiuuics Mepk.

— B Amxabazse B HOYb Mepejl CTPAITHBIM 3eMIIETPSICEHUEM
1948 rona oqHOM U3 KEHILMH SBUJIACh YMEPILIas O/l Ha3a 1 KOIII-
Ka M Hayajla OTYassHHO MsyKarTb. JKeHIMHA MocieioBaa 3a ee
IIPU3PaKoM, BBIIUIA U3 JIOMA BO JBOP, M TYT € HA4aJIoCh 3€M-
JeTpsiceHre, rnoryousiiee Ooliee cra Thicsd yesioBek. JJom 3Toit
JKEHIIMHBI ObLT pa3pylleH B TMEepBble K€ MHUHYTHI, a OHA cama
craciach JIMIIb O1arogapsi NpU3paKy KOIIKH.

— IIpuzpakn—cnacurenu?

— He tonbko. Mcrutenu toxe. B Iurepe Obut cityyait. [IBoe
IIKOJIEHUKOB COPOCHIIM KOTA C IBEHA/ALIATOTO 3Taxa. A 3aTeM J0-
OusM ero najikoil. Yepes HECKOJIbKO AHEN OH SIBUJICS UM Ha MPU-
ropojiHOH m1atpopMe B MOMEHT MPHUOJIMKEHHS 1T0e3/1a. YBelu-
YMBIIMCh B pa3Mepax, IPbIrHY/I HA OAHOTO U3 MAJIbUMILEK, U TOT,
OCTYNUBIIUCH, YA C IIAT(OPMBI ¥ TOTUO TOJ TIOE3/I0M.

Beipyc BeuKMAAIOLIE 3aMOJIK, HO MepK KMBHYJI TOJIOBOU B CBE-
TSALIMIACSA IIa30K B90—Kamepbl — npoaopkaid. M TyT jxe Ha Hero
OOPYIIMIIOCh MHOKECTBO IMOXO0XKHUX CITy4aeB CO BCEX KOHILIOB I1a-
HeThl. JKMBOTHBIE—IIPU3paKN OKA3aJIMCh HE TaKOU YK PEAKO-



CThi0. BOT TOJIBKO. ..

— Tl camM-TO BepuIlIb BO BCE 3TO? — CHPOCUII OH, BHUMATEJIBHO
BBICJTYIIIaB BCE paccKkazaHHOe Buipycom.

— PBanblil KaHaKui 6asiH, — XMBIKHYJI TOT, BO3BpaIlasich
K CBOEMY MTPUBBIYHOMY Kaprony. — ['apMoIIko it GJI0HIUHKO.

Mepk Opocrit Ha «4eMOJIaH C SKPaHOM» JIOTHIA BHIMATEb-
HBII B3MIAI.

— He 3Halo, 4TO ThI CKa3aJj, — yJIBIOHYBIIUCh, IPOU3HEC OH. —
Ho, kaxercs, g 1e0s1 MOHSI.

W BeITammi U3 kapmaHa amysier.

— TotuyHo.... — uzymuscs Beipyc. AxaT ¢ MOTeMHEBIINM
COJIHLIEM MPOM3BEN Ha HEro BrieyatieHue. — MicnopueHHbI amy-
JIeT KOPOBHI. .. ThI B TEMe, UTO ETUNTSIHE UX MYMUSIM TIO]1 OaIlky
xiamm? Yto0, 3HAUMT, TErIo ObLIO 1o jopore Bo jaBoper] Ocu-
puca.

— 41 B Kypce, — kuBHYJ Mepk. — Thl MHe JTydllie Haliu Ipo To,
KTO, KaK U KOIJ/Ia B3JIaMbIBJI MMOJJOOHBIE aMyJIEThl. A TJIaBHOE —
JUISL YEro.

OH oTopBaJicst OT HOYTOYKa 1 TIOMCKaJ miazaMu OrHEBYIIIKY.
Omna cuziena B yrily KOMHATBI, ITOJ)KaB MO-TYPELIKN HOTM, U Ha-
omonana 3a Mepkom. Mepk Becesio MOIMUTHYII €i, HO JIEBYOH-
Ka HEOXXMJIAaHHO BCKOYMJIA HA HOTU U CTPEMUTEIBHO BBHICKOUU-
Jla U3 KOMHaThl. MOJIO[I0M YeI0BEeK MPOBOAMII €€ HEIOYMEHHBIM
B3MJIsIIOM: Heyxenu oouaenack? 1 Ha yro? OgHaKo TYT ero oT-
BJIeK BoIpyc, 1 oH 1mo3abeut 06 3TOM cTpaHHoM 3nu3oae. A Or-
HEBYIIIKA B 3TO BPEMSI CTOsJIa B OKOHHOM ITPOEME JIECTHUYHOTO



IIPOJIETA U, 3aKpPBIB IV1a3a, JIoBWIA BeTep. CIMIIKOM ropsyo. ..
OHa 4yTh He BCIIBIXHYJIA OT CJIy4alHOTro B3misaaa Mepka.

Kak HU cTpaHHO, HO C aMyJieTOM BrIpyc HIUeM OMOYb He CY-
mein. He 6put0 Takoi napopmaimu. OHM A0JIT0 00CYK AU, KTO
¥ 3a4€M MOT er0 B3JIOMaTh, HO TaK HU K YeMY ¥ He TIPUIILTH. A 3a-
TeM MepK B3IJISIHYJI Ha 9achl ¥ COOOIIMII, YTO €My Topa M/TH.
XoTeJ MonpoIiaThCs C ISBYOHKON, HO OTHEBYIIIKY HUT/IE HE Obl-
JIO BUJTHO.



I'naBa 5 HeoknganHoe HanmajJgeHue

MammHy Mepk 3arHan Ha crosHKy. CosHIle MHo-TpexkHe-
MY BBDKHMTajo acaibT, HO KTO-TO YK€ IMOBECHJI HA TOPU3OHTE
HECKOJIbKO MaJICHbKMX YEPHBIX Ty4YeK, 1 OHU MEJICHHO IOJI3/I1
B CTOPOHY IOpojia, HErPOMKO IIepepyruBasich Mex 1y coOou. bul-
710 aymHo. [lepea XopoiM JIMBHEM BCETrja CTAHOBUTCS JyILHO.
Jlaxe Jerkuii BEeTepoK, BECh IEHb I'YJISBILUI IO TOPOLY, TPUTO-
MWICSI U 3aCHYJI Ha COJIHLIETNIEKE B OJIHOM U3 MAJIEHbKUX YIOT-
HBIX ABOPUKOB. CKOPO ero pa30yasT MepBble TsoKeIIble Kariu J10-
K4, a TIOKa Ha yJIMIax napuio nojHoe Oesperpue. Ha BeTkax
TOTIOJIEM, MOCAKEHHBIX BIOJb YJIHULIBI, TOMUJIUCH OT Kapbl JIUCTHS,
U MPOXOXKHE CTAPAIUCH JIEPXKAThCs TEHHW, BIPOUYEM, TaKOH *ke
packajeHHON U qyIHoW. JIuibs oOHakeHHbIe MO MOsIC TPYAATU
B HayaJje mpoyJika, Beyuiero K fromy Mepka, padotanu, He To-
kJagas jgonar. OHU PbUIM TPAHIIIEI0, YTOOBI 3aMEHUTDh YYaCTOK
TpyOBI Ha TETJIOTPAcce, ¥ OTTOTO NMOABEXATh K JJOMY ObLJIO HEBO3-
MOXHO YK€ BTOPYIO HEEIIO.

Ho enea Mepk cTynmuil Ha IPOE3KYK YacTh, KAK LEMNOYKA
Ha pyKe HeOKHIAaHHO OOJIbHO KOMbHYIa 3armsicthe. OH pe3Ko 3a-
TOpMO3MI1. BOKpyr HUUero He npeBelano HenmpusATHOCTel. Bsi-
Jlasi TUILMHA 5KapKOro JIETHETO [IHs, MOJYIyCTasi yJaula U COH-
HbIE TOMNOJS B BHIPE3aHHBIX U3 ac(asibTa 3eMJISIHBIX KBaJparax.
W Bce ke cBoeit crapou nenouke Mepk noepsit. YTo-TO J0TK-



HO ObUTO ciTyunThesi. OH cliesiasl HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, HACTOPOKEH-
HO O3MpasCh IO CTOPOHAM, M BCE PaBHO OKa3ajcsl HE TOTOB.
Ha npoe3:xeli yacTu BHE3aMHO MOSBUJICS HECYIIMIACS Ha Oere-
HOUM CKOpPOCTH TPpy30BUK. JIOOOBOE CTEKJIO MAITMHBI ObLTIO BHIOU-
TO, 1 Mepk ycresn 3aMeTUTh 3a PyJIeM CTapyXy C pa3BUBAIOIIN-
MHUCSI CEILIMU BOJIOCaMH ¥ Oe3yMHBIM B3r1si10M. OHa X0XoTasa.
Kazanoce, cronkHOBeHHEe HeM30e:KHO, MallIMHY 1 YeJIOBeKa pas-
JEJIJI0 BCETO HECKOJIbKO METPOB — HE OTCKOYMTh, HE OTIIPHIT-
HYTb, HO MepK Bce ke cyMen. BeBEpHyJICs U3-110[1 KOJIEC, yal,
NepeKaTiics K TpoTyapy, OOKHrasi COApaHHbIe JaoHU 00 ac-
(anbT, ¥ IMIIE TOTOM IOCMOTpE Ha Jopory. ['py3oBuKa He Obl-
JI0.

Kakoii-To 60poaaTsiii rpaXk JaHUH ¢ PeOSHKOM JIET BOCBMH ITO-
JouIes K MOJIOIOMY 4€JIOBEKY, IIOMOrasi IOJHATHCA.

— Bl BUsien? — omesioMIeHHO cpocui ero Mepk.

— Yero Buaenu? — Cripocu TOT.

— I'py3oBuk? Co crapyxoii 3a pyiem?

Boponareiii ot U3 OyTHUIKU JOOpPHIN TJIOTOK MUBA M Ha-
CMEIIMBO NOCMOTpeJ Ha Mepka.

—IIute TeOe MeHblIIe HA/I0, — XMBIKHYJI OH. — Kakue maimmnbi?
3IECh YK€ BTOPYIO HEJIENMIO KaK nepekonano. [lomwy, cbH!

W, B34B MaJIBUYMIIKY 3a PyKY, HECIIEIIHO 3alaraj o TpoTya-

py-

YCcHyTh MOCITe CITyYHMBIIETOcs: ObLIO COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOX-
HO. Mepk cujien B Kpecjie—KavaJike, CIIyIiajl Kak JTI0OpaBIIHIACS



JI0 TOPOJA IOk Ib HACTOMYMBO CTYYUT B OKHA MAHCAPIIBl M HUKAK
HE MOT OTBICKaTh OTBET, KOro0 OH Tak Hamyraa. Kro Hacroium-
BO IMpeaynpexkai ero, 4YTo He cieayeT BBsA3bIBaThCs B Aeso [le-
BYIIIKM C TTpU3pavyHoi komkor? M3-nof mikada BhIMJISHYJIA JTI0-
OOmbITHAST MOPIOYKU MBIIIM U 3aMeplia, BHUMATEIbHO HaOJI0-
Jasi 32 paCKauMBAIOIIMMCS B KpEcjie BEJIMKAaHOM. YXO[s U3 J0-
Ma, Mepk pacimpu ee HOPKY, 1 Terepb 3acTpsATh ObUIO BeCbMa
¥ BeCchbMa 3aTPYIHUTENHLHO. MOXeT ObITh, OHA MOHsIA 3TO, MO-
JKET, MPOCTO MPUIILIO BpeMs 1 ycuinst Mepka 1o npupydYeHuIo
MaJIEHBPKOTO O€JIOTO TPhI3yHA CTaJI MPHHOCUTH TIEPBBIE PE3yIib-
TaThl, HO MBIIIb [IOCEMEHNJIA [0 CTAPUHHOMY KOBPY U HEOKHIaH-
HO 3a0pajach Mo MITaHWHE MOJIOJOMY YeJloBeKYy Ha KojeHo. OH
MPUOTKPBUT OIVIH I71a3 U, CTAPAsICh HE IIEBEIUTHCSI ¥ HE CITyTHY Th
CBOIO HEYAsTHHYIO TOCTBIO, IPOCTO YAbIOHYIICsA. Ho yibiOKa Bee ke
Haryraja MaJIeHbKOrO 3BEepbKa, OH Pa3BEPHYJICS, COCKOJIb3HYII
CO INTaHUHBI U CTPEMUTENHHO TosieTeN1 BHU3 Ha non. Ho, ynas,
He yoesxaJt. JIuib HeJOBOIbHO MOBENT MOPIOYKOW M OTIPABHUIICS
1o 60J1ee MPUBBIYHOMY MapIIPYTY — HA CTOJI C KHUTaMH U MEJIKH-
MU OpelIKaM¥ Kelllbio, BRIPOCIIMMU Ha AajiekoM Manadapckom
Oepery.

«HyxHO Oyner cxomutb B OMOMMOTEKY», — mogymain Mepk,
HaOmogas 3a MBIIIKOM, CYEeTJIMBO BBHIMCKMBAIOIIEH OCTaTKH Ke-
IIBIO CpeJiv OOJIBIIIMX TOJICTHIX KHUT. — « IHTEpHET MHTEPHETOM,
a crapsle 100pble KHUTH e111e He BCE MEePEKOUEBAIN U3 PEAIbHOTO
MUpa B BblIyMaHHbI». Ho 310, Moxkainyi, cienyeT caenarb 3aB-
tpa. [locne BeTpeun ¢ 3aka3zunkom. Kak Bce—Taku Xopollo, 4to



B ioMe HeT Tenedona! Hu B nome, HU B Kapmane, Hurje. .. [Tod-
TOBBIE TOJTyOH CETO/THSI Ky/Ia HaJIe)KHee CJIOB, CKA3aHHBIX B ITyCTO-
Ty, HUKTO HEe OOpaTUT Ha HUX BHUMaHWUs. ... [ 1a3a Mepka cHoBa
3aKPBUIMCh, U OH BCE—TAaKM 3aJjpeMaJl Mo YIOTHBIN IIENOT J0-
KIS

[Mocne rpo3s ropon nosecesten. OH CTal MOX0X Ha MaJIbUHII-
Ky, KoToporo okaruiu Ha MBana Kynana. ITo Tpotyapam Tekiu
PYYbH, 3aCTaBJIsIS TPOXOKHUX MPBITATh C OHOTO HE3aTOIIEHHOTO
OCTPOBKa Ha APYToi, aBBTOMOOMIIY TIOJHUMAITH TyIH OpBI3T, (hop-
CHpYs JIyXH, a KUTEIU IOMOB OTKPHIBAJIM OKHA, BITyCKas CBe-
KWW BO3/1yX B IyIIHbIE OT JIETHEN Kapbl KBApTUPbL. MepK Mpbl-
rajl BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU. JTO caHAaIMu | epmeca Moriv nepe-
HOCHTB TOTO IO BO3/yXY, JIa €lle ¥ CO CKOPOCThIO MbIC/HU. B oT-
JIM4Ke OT rpeyeckoro dora, Mepk mokymnai cBoio 00yBb B OObIY-
HOM Marasute. OTTOro ye Ha TpeTbel JIyKe ero caHJaauu 3a-
YeprHY/ M KOPMOW BOIbI, M KaK OH HU CTapaJicsi, U300paxasi ro-
POICKOIA IOABH KEHTYPY, TPOJOJIKAIN YepaTh U JaJIbIIe.

Mepk mepecek IHMPOKYIO VIMILY, OMACIMBO TOTJISAbIBAS
10 CTOPOHAM, ¥ HEBOJTLHO 3aTI000BAJICS TIOTABIIENCS] HABCTPEUY
neBymkou. [lepxka Tydnu B pykax, oHa muia 6ocasi o JyKam
U Becesio ynbioanack. [Ipomenmeid rpo3e u nagaomemMy 3a J0-
Ma BeuepHeMy conHITy. OTpSXUBAIOIIMMCS OT Karesb IePEBbsIM
U CMEIIHBbIM Ky3HEUMKaM—IIPOXOKUM. PacnaxHyTbiM OKHaM
Y HAPUCOBAaHHOMY Ha CTeKJie OyJIOUHOW PYMSIHOMY XJIEOOTIEKY.
Vneionynace u Mepky.



OH c4est 3T0 XOPOIIMM 3HAKOM.
XopoImui 3HaK NMOPOI0 BaKHEE AMYJIETOB.

Bo aBope, rie xxwia IeBylka rocrnoguHa KonuikuHa u ee
HOJIyCYMacCIIeAIINIA Je/l, HIYero He U3MeHWI0Ch. [laxke XMbIpb
CHUJIEJI B TOM K€ IO3€ HAa TOW XK€ CKaMeuke. bynro u He yxogui
HUKY[Ia, 4, BIPOYEM, MOXET, U IEMCTBUTENILHO HE YXOAW. XMbl-
py 000XKAIOT I0XKb U BJIAKHOCTb. MSYMK COJHIIA elle He J0-
JieTen 0 TOPU30HTA, HO Yac—IOJITOPa, U TOPOJ] MEIIEHHO yTO-
HEeT B JIETHEW JTyHHOW HOUH. B ommume or OrHeByIIKY U OOIb-
HIMHCTBA JPYTUX Heofied, XMbIpb YCTPOWJICS B TOPOJE MO-11ap-
cku. MiMesn yenoBeueckre JOKYMEHThI, paboTy, MaJIEHbKYIO Of-
HOKOMHATHYI0 KBapTHPKY Ha MEPBOM 3Ta)e XPYIIeObl U JIaxe
JIMYHBIA aBTOMOOWITb — IONOOPaHHBIA Ha CBAJIKE ropOaThIid «3a-
nopoxetl». Ezquin 6e3 npaB U JOKyMEHTOB Ha MalllHY, HO HU
pa3y HUKOMY He Monajcs Ioj Iosnocarylo najoyky. Exsa onu
pacctayiuch ¢ Mepkom B MOJIJIEHb, KAK XMbIPb TYT K€ MPUHSLI-
Cs1 HABOJUTH CIIPaBKU O MOJIOAOM uesioBeke. Ilotomy Kak ciyxu
cllyXxamu, a TouHast uHgopMartus 3aBceraa jgyduie. M nocnan oa-
HY U3 CBOUX €H 3a BpoasunM OroHpKoM.

[Tponbipa u Bce3Haiika 1o npo3uity bus [anensiii XBoct
OBbLT CYIIECTBOM JIIOOOTBITHBIM, MHOTOCJIOBHBIM M BOCTOP:KEH-
HbIM. [IHeM OH ObUT MOUTH HE 3aMeTeH, U ero 3arpocTO MOTJIH
CITyTaTh C COJTHEUHBIM 3aYMKOM. A HOYBIO [IepeJieTall OT OJIHOTO
(onHapst k Jpyromy, npsYach B UX KEJITOM HEXKUBOM CBETE.



PACCKA3 BJIJIA ITAJIEHOTI'O
XBOCTA O 3ATAIOYHOM
MOJIOAOM YE/IOBEKE

Bce—raku HaM HykHa cBOs paarocTaHlus, Xmblpb! [TucaTsh
Ha rapaxax ¥ 31aHusX. ... 3Haelllb, 3TO HeacTeTu4yHo. U, kpome
TOr'0, €CJIM XOUElllb 3HaTh MOE MHEHUE, HE y BCEX JIEMEHTAPHO
ectb pyku. mu s3pik. Bo3bmu X0Ts1 ObI XaTU(DHATTOB — MUJIEH-
IIMe CYIIEeCTBa, ecm pa3oOparbes. Tl B Kypce, YTO OHH OCTa-
BUJIM OJVH U3 MOABE310B? BOT Tak B3sUIM U yIIUIA BCEN KOJIOHU-
ein? Jla, Thl MOKEILIb CKa3aTh, YTO CJIYIIATh O XaTU(PHATTAX HUKO-
My He MHTEPECHO, HO... Uto, Mepk? Kakoii Mepk? Ax, Mepk!
Hy, KoHeuHo ke, 3Ha10. B neyanpHOe BpeMst MbI ¢ TOOOIO KUBEM,
XMbIpb, B O4YEHb NeyasibHOe. Buepa B 3aToHe ymep nocieaHun
Me:xeBUK. U Thl 3HaelIb, KTO MPUILENT IPOBOAUTH €I0 IO MOCIIE-
Heil mexe? Hukto! Hu equnoro nemons! Tak u yien o ¢ 60-
POAOH U3 KOJIOCKEB. .. Mepk? MHOrMe CUMTAIOT €ro KOJIYHOM.
YV Hero B MaHcap[ie eCTb COJHEYHbIE Yachl, IpeacTasisgenb? Ha-
crosume! 1, Mexy mpoYnM, ¥ IMYHO C HUM 3HAKOM, Ja. f emy
B IIPOILLJIOM IOy B IMOA3EMEIIbSIX TOPOJCKOro Tearpa cBeTus. OX,
Y cjaBHas BbIILIA mporyaka! Mel nckamm Tenb otua ['amiera.
lyyy—imyuy. EMy HyXHBI ObTM KaKHe-TO HA/IIMCH Ha CTEHAX.
ThI cKaxelIb, OOHO 3TO JOKA3bIBAET, YTO OH HE KoJayH. He Hax-
MUCH, KOHEYHO, a TO, YTO OH MPUIJIACKII MeHsI cBeTUTh. Kommy-



HY, MOJI, He HYKHbI OTOHBKH, YTOOBI XOIUTD IO TIO/I3EMETbSIM.
He ¢axrt, npyr mon Xmeipomika, He ¢pakr! B newansHoe, 1mo-
BTOPIOCh, BPeMsI Mbl )KHMBeM. Maru 1 BOJIIIEOHUKH BBIHYK/ICHbI
CKpbIBaThcsl OT Mupa. KoHcnupanusi! A CTpaHHBIA 9TO MOJIOAON
JeJIoBeK, KJISHYCh Oopomoit ycomiero MekeBuKa, CTpaHHbIM.
OtienbHUK. JKUBET 4yTh JIM HE HA KpBIILIE, BECh JIOM JIPEBHU-
MU KHUTramu 3aBajieH. U Ha pyke Opacietuk Henpoctoil. C BU-
Iy JEIlEBKa, Ja TOJIbKO MEHS He MpoBeellb. Marnueckas Bellb.
Crapunnas. O6 3toMm Mepke Kakux TOJBKO CIIyXOB HE XOIMWT.
Ho eciin Mepk oOBsBIIICS Ha HalleM Kpaio ropona, To s Oymy
paj CHOBa C HUM MOpadoTaTh. UTOOBI STOT MOJIONOH YeloBeK
He 3areBasl. U 9TO0 rmaBHOE, YTO 51 MOTY pacckas3arh TeOe O HeM.
Yto ke Thl MHE BCE—TaKH CKaXelllb HACUET PaAUOCTaHIIUU, IPYT
moii? Benb, cumraii, Beaymuii y Teos yxe ectb! [ToHsI, MOoHST. . .
He npunuio eiie Bpemsi peBooIMOHHBIX uaei. Hy, Torna s mo-
Jeten. Y MeHs ellle, 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO Jeil ceroaHs? Tex mpo-
Besial, ¢ Temu neperoopu. Ho Beuepom 00si3aTebHO BEPHYCh,
OYeHb YK JIOOOMBITHO, YTO TaM Mepk 3areBaeT... A ThI MMOKa
HacyeT paauo noaymaid. K tebe mpuciymmaiorcs, Tbl ke XMbIpb!
HrpiH4e B Mupe e:xesin KOro U CIIyIaloT, TaK TOJIbKO XMBIPEHL. . ..

Korma Mepk BepHyscs BO ABOp, Tie xwia Bappapa, Obit
yXe Mo3JHuM Beuep. Tenepb OH cO CBOMM CTapblM 3HAKOMBIM
busiom [ManensiM XBoCTOM cujien Ha TIOCKOM OUTYMHOM Kpbl-
IIe XPYIIEBKU U kIl HACTyryieHus Houu. COOCTBEHHO, CHJIEN
Mepk, a Bponstumnii Oronek 6€CIOKOMHO KPYKHICS PSIJIOM, OTe-



YaJIEeHHBIN KaTerOpUYEeCKUM 3alpeToM Ha Pa3roBOpbI. [IBOpHUK
Ha KPBIIIY HE TMojie3. XMBIPU BOOOIIE TUIOXO MEPEHOCAT BHICO-
Ty, @ YK CKaKaTh 10 KPHIIIIaM JIOMOB Ha BUJIy Y CBOUX JKE€H Obl-
JI0 OBbI IMPOCTO OIACHO ISl YyYBCTBAa COOCTBEHHOIO JIOCTOMHCTBA
Y MHCTUHKTA caMOCOXpaHeHus1. [IBOPHUK MPOXaKUBAJICS BHU3Y,
HETOPOIUIUBO NoIMeTast ac(pasibT OT CUTAPETHBIX OKYPKOB, aBTO-
OyCHBIX OWJIETOB, MATHIX OAHOK M3-TIOJI ITMBA U IPOYETO MEJIKO-
r'0 MyCOpa U BCIYX Pa3MBbIIILISIT O CTPAHHOM Hapajiokce: yeM 00-
Jiee pa3BUTHIM CTAaHOBUTCS YeJloBeYeCcKoe OOITeCTBO, TeM OOJIb-
IIe OHO HallOMHUHAeT MOMOWKY. Brpouem, TakuMm ObLT TOJIBKO
CMBICJT Pa3MBIIIJIEHUH, CIOBECHOH ke uX (opme, YBBI, COBCEM
HE MECTO Ha CTPAHUIIAX KHUTH.

[lepBble XpyIIEBKY UMENU MUQEPHbIE U AXkKE YEPETMYHbIC
KPBIIIIY, OTHAKO, OYeHb OBICTPO 3TO OBUIO MPU3HAHO HEHYKHBIM
APXUTEKTYPHBIM U3JIMIIECTBOM. M KPBILLIM MaHEIbHBIX ATUITA-
JKEK MPUHSIM NPUBBIUHBIN IS COBPEMEHHBIX TOPOXKaH IIOC-
kui Bull. Hu3eHpkre yepiaku ¢ BEHTUISIMOHHBIMU OTBEPCTH-
SIMM CJIOBHO CHEIIMAJIbHO CTPOWJIH ISl TOJTyOel U BOPOObeB: 3a-
ChIITAaHHbIE U30JISIIIMOHHBIM MATEPUAJIOM, OHU ObUTM HETOCTYITHBI
Juist Koulek. [ITuipl rHe3A0BaIuCh U B JIOME, Ha KOTOPbIN MOJ-
Hsuica Mepk. OgHako, K yAMBIEHMIO brjuia, OHM COBEPIIEHHO
HE OTpearupoBaJid Ha MOSIBJIIEHUE MOJIOAOro yeoBeka. Criokou-
HO 3aHMMAJIUCh CBOMMM JI€JlaMU, BbIETasl U3 BEHTWIALIMOHHbBIX
TpyO WM pacxaxuBasi 1o Kpsiiie. bonee Toro, Mepk He CKpbI-
BaJics U OT Jmofet. OHM TOXe He oOpalaii HUKAaKOro BHUMa-



HMS1 Ha CHJIAIIETO Ha KPbIIIe YeJIOBEKa, YTO-TO 33 JyMUMBO 3aIl-
CHIBAIOIIETO B OJIOKHOT. Beuep yke mporiaoTui comnHie, B KBap-
TUpax 3aXKIJIMCh OKHA, a Ha yaunax (hoHapu, HO JIIOAeH BO JIBO-
pe ObL10 elie MHOro. Kommnanus noapocTkoB rpOMKO CMesilach,
cTos y nocneiHero noxbesna. Ilogbesxanu aBTomoouy, crapa-
SICh BTUCHYThCSI MEK/Ty ceOe IToAOOHBIMU Ha MaJIeHbKUH acaib-
TOBBII MATa4YOK. KTO-TO BBIMyCcTHII cOOaKy, KOTOpasi pagoCTHO
HOCHJIaCh MO OIYCTEBILEH JETCKOH IUIOLIAJKe U IPOMKO Jasiia
Ha Mpoxoxux. Mepk He oOpalnan Ha MPOUCXOASIIEe HUKAKOTO
BHUMaHUs. [0 momyHOUM OB e1rie esTbIii yac, M OH COUMHSLI TI0-
9MY B CTHJIE KaChIIbl, OHOTO U3 MIOUYTH 3a0BITHIX JKAHPOB CPEIHE-
BEKOBOMW OeyrHCKOH noa3uu. [Tosma HUKak He CKJlaJbIBaIach.
CnoBa 1 00pa3bl MyIIMBO pa30eraivch, eaBa IyBCTBYS MOCTO-
pOHHee KacaHue, 1 MepK HauuHa 31UThCsl Ha camoro ceds. Ka-
3aJ710Cch Obl, Beuep, Kphlllla ¥ HEM3BECTHOE MPHUKIIOYEHUE BIie-
pear — YTO ellle HYXKHO JUIs HacTosero nosra? OH BHE3alHO
YCTIOKOWJICS U €IBa 3aMeTHO YibIOHycs. YTo eme HyxHO? Ha-
BEpHOE, BIIIOOJIEHHOCTb... 3aTeM MOCMOTpeN Ha OECTIOKOMHBIE
nepeasuxennsa buua [lanenoro XBocra — TepIUT, MOJIYUT — 3a-
XJIONHYJT OJIOKHOT Y MPUHSLJICS BHUMATEIbHO OCMaTpUBaTh IBOP.
[MonpocTky yxe rcuesnu, codaKy 3arHajiy J0OMOW, MallIMHBI TOJI-
HOCTBIO 3a0UJTH BCe CBOOOJIHBIE MECTA, 1 JIUIIL TBOPHUK HUKY/IA
He ymen. Cuzen Ha cBoel JMOOMMON CKaMelKe M KypHJl Taru-

pocy.
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