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YacrTs nepsas
IIpuBugeHue

Cocyz, 4TO JOIr0 NOJHUTCS, PaHO WJIN MO3HO BBUILET U3 Ce-
051 BCE, 4TO KOrJa-To BMemal. Beé, ka3anock, Ha9anoch B 00bIY-
HbII JeHb. Ho 310 ObLIO He Tak.

OpanzeBblid JTyd CKOJIb3HYJI O €€ noaylike. BepoHuka oT-
KpbUla M1a3a. XOTeJI0Ch IUIOTHEE 3aJEPHYTh TSKEIBIE LITOPHL,
CMIA/IA0IKe Ha TI0JI, YTOOBI HEMpOIIEHbId CBET He MPOHUKAT
B €lIE TEMHYIO KOMHATy. XOTsI OHa IOHUMaJIa, YTO CHAJIbHS paHO
WJIA TIO3/THO 3aITOJTHUTCS CBETOM, KaKoW Obl JIaBSIIUNA Mpak HU
3aCThIBaJI BHYTPH.

W oHa Hu4ero He Moria nogenarb ¢ TUM. CONHEYHbIN JTy4
Bceraa OyaeT OTTeHsATh 00JIb, KOTOpask HUKyJa He YIIET.

Beponuka pe3ko orOpocmia ofesio U BCTalla ¢ KPOBATH.
ConHile pasropajioch BCE sipue, BCE sICHEH, cBeTieil. A TeMHOTa
BHYTPH He€ He MEHs1ach, OHA ObLJIa HEYMOJIMMOM 1 HETIOBHIK-
Hou. Kak OyaTo 4€pHBIH KyII0J1, HAKPHIBAIOIIINI BCE €€ CYIIECTBO.
W 1M 5ieTo, HU BO3AYIIHbIE SKJIEPHI Y JIapbKa BO3J1€ MOA3EMHOIO
NEPEX0Aa, HA BJIAXKHASA 3€JIEHb HECKOLIEHHOM TPaBbl HE MOIJIU
HU 3a0JTyIIUTh, HU YMAJIUTh CTPa/IaHusl.

Bcé kak Bcerma.

Uepe3 nATh MUHYT KyXHS 3alOJIHUAIACh CBEXKUM apoMaToM
ko(pe. BepoHunka BIOXHYa ero He crema, MeayieHHo. He nmoto-



My Aaxe, 9To OHa Oblla YMHOM JIEBYIIKON W MOHUMAJIA, YTO 3TO
Y €CTh CaMa KW3Hb, — a IIOTOMY, 4TO, HECMOTPs Ha TO, 4rto Hu-
Ka He JIIoOMUJ1a COJTHEYHBIN CBET, OHA MPOCTO TSAHYJIACh KO BCEMY
TEIIOMY U NIpUATHOMY. Ell BCE paBHO XOTEJIOCh KUTb.

KpacuBasi geByilika, cTaBlasi 3aTBOPHULIEH, 3aKpbIBAIOIIAS
ceOs1 OT MUpa B TEMHOM KJIETYIIIKe-KOMHaTe, Kak B octpore. [le-
BYIIKA C pyKaMy M HOraMu, 0e3 BHEIIHEro YpOACTBa, C BUAY CO-
BEPIIEHHO OOBIKHOBEHHAs1, KAKUX ThICSIUM. [leByIlKa, He To0s-
nas coyiHue. BeyHo ckpbiTas TEMHBIMU IITOPAMU WJIM (HA YJIU-
1I€) TOJICTBIM HEB3PAYHBIM KAITIOIIOHOM, MPSYYIIMM M TIbIII-
HbIe, BBIOIIHAECS KOJICUKAMH, TSKENTBIE pychle BOJIOCHI, POOUBa-
1olyecs u3-nof rpyooi cepoil Tkanu. Beponuka. OtiesnbHuIa,
He MPUHSBILAs COJTHEYHbIN CBET.

Omna B3sJ1a CO CTOJICIIHULIBI YAIIKY C YEPHBIM KO(E U MOCcTa-
BUJIA HA CTOJI.

Hu 6epé3oBbie BETBH, CTy4allIMECs B CTEKJIO, HU KPACHEBIIINE
oOJaka, 3aJIMThie JTy4aMu, HU acajbT MO OKHOM, MPUBBIYHO
WCITMCAHHBINA IIBETHBIMU MEJIKaMu, He Oy/IvId B HE W CerOqHs
HUYEro: U B 3TOT JieHb BCE ObLJIO MPUBBIYHO U OOBIIEHHO, KaK
U MporyJka ¢ (ppaHiry3ckuM Oyinbaorom Mapkom.

Bcé, kpomMe B3yieTeBIIEr0 HEOKUAAHHO HAa BBHICOTY B YEJIOBE-
YECKMHU POCT JEPEBSAHHOIO CTYJA, TPY3HO YIABILErO BO3JIE OT-
KPBITOH JIBEpHY B CHAJIBHIO.

['pOXOT MTHOBEHHO 3aCTaBWJI IEBYUIKY BCTPENEHYTHCSA U I10-
BEpUTH B Ipou3oleaiiee. BepoHuka pe3ko OTCKouYMIa K OKHY,
COBEpILIEHHO HE 3Hasd, 4YTO Aesarh. [leBylika, Bcerga 3akpblBa-



IOIIAsiCsl OT COJIHIIA, CTPEMUTESILHO BhIOEkKAa HA OCBEIIEHHYIO
SIPKAM CBETOM YJIMILY, YPOHUB CO crojia (hbap(opoByI0 YalIKy
Y pacIulecKaB Koge Ha 1oJ.

Torga 310 Ci1y4nsIoOCh B IEPBBIA pa3.

He 4yBCTBYsI cTapbix JIECTHUUHBIX CTyIeHer, Beponuka Hec-
nace poub. OHa M He 3aMeTha, Kak JoOexkana 10 IOBOpOTa,
Y Pe3KO OCTAaHOBWJIACh, Kak OyITO €€ oceHuJa MbICIb. JleByIi-
Ka BCIIOMHMJIA, KAK CTPEMUTENIBHO CXBAaTWJIa B MAHUKE KJIIOYH,
HO Tak ¥ He 3arepia asepb. Cepaiie KOIOTUIOCh B TPYAU, MYyJIbC
cTy4an OeIleHO, HO JIOTMKA W 3/PaBbld CMBICT Ha4daau Opath
BEpX. 31€eCh, CTOA HA ITyCTOM JI0pOre, MOJ BA3AMHU, I1€ BCE Tell-
710 1 0OBIKHOBEHHO, BepoHuka npuiuia B ceds. OHa BAPYT Mo-
AyMaJia, YTO U HE3HAKOMOE, IPO3HOEe, HEOOBSICHUMOE — BCE Ke
He caMmoe crpamoe. TalHoe HUKOTIa He CTaHEeT TAKUM KOIIMap-
HBIM, KaK OYEBHUJIHOE, KECTOKOe, Hecyllee 00Mb; Kak caMm 4epT,
XpaHuBIlee B cebe OTKPOBEHHOE, HU B YEM He MpsIuyIleecs 3J10.
3110, KOTOPOE UCXOIUT OT YEJIOBEKA.

B ronose y BepoHHMKM ITPOHECIIOCH, YTO JIETAIOLIMN CTYJ BCE
PAaBHO HE CMOXKET HaIyraThb €€ Tak, Kak 3T0 ObLIO IECSTh JIET Ha-
3an. Kak monu. [la u sBaserca nu yxac cuiibHbIM 3710M?7 OHa
TIIATEeJIbHO Tepedrpasia CBOM MBICIIU, — C )KUBOW HAJECKION, —
HO BHYTPH He€ CKOJIB3KOM ITTbIO0H 3acThiBaj cTpax. Ho urto Bcero
crpaiineii? Moxer, Bcero crpaiiHei 6omib?.. [lymeBHas 60ib?

Ona cxana pykoil B KapMaHe ocTpble Kpas Kioda. Huuemy
He uctyrath e€! OHa JI0/KHA BEPHYTHCS JOMOW M XOTS OBl 3a-
KPBITh KBapTUPY. BBII0 OBI ITyTO JMIIaThCSt MEOEU 1 ACHET 13-



3a TOr0, BO YTO OHA U HE MOTJIa IOBEPUTh. Tak ObUIO OBl JIOTMYHO.
Beponmuka mo6una oruky. Bc€ momKkHO ObITh MPaBUIbHO | JIO-
TUYHO.

E€ naBHMii Komimap, ckopee Bcero, He BepHETcs. OHa
Y He 3HaJia, YTO €l MPUAETCS] CHOBA BCIIOMHUTD €0 HE pas.

[NoBuHysiCh TpeOOBaHUSAM CBOEW BHYTPEHHEH JIOTMKH, Bepo-
HUMKa Pe3KO CBEpHYJIa C aJUIeH K IOMY, BCE CHITbHEE CKUMas B Y-
Ke KJII0Y U prkuMast K cede Mapka. BHyTpuH, Kak JiaBa, pacre-
KaJicsl crpax. Kunsmmii 1 oqHOBpeMeHHO NpuriyiieHHblil. Ei
NIPE/ICTOUT CTONKHYTBHCSI C YEM-TO HEOOBSICHUMBIM M HEU30eK-
HBIM.

Beponuka He Oosiiack npuBuaeHU. [lo ceromHsIHero qHs
OHa B HMX He Bepwia. [lomHuMasCh MO JIECTHULIE, TAHYIIEUCS
BIIOJIb CTPAIITHBIX OOIIAPIIAHHBIX CTEH, HUKOT/A HEe 3HABIINX pe-
MOHTA4, TaK He MOX0KUX Ha €€ MaJICHbKUI YXOKEHHBIN YIOT, OHa
CHOBA OITYTHJIa UCIYT, KUPHBIM YKOM MEJICHHO OOBUBAIOIIIA-
csy ropia. IMeHHO TaMm, B 3TOM YyIOTe, a HE B 3TOM MPOTOPKJION
JIECTHUYHOM IJIOIIAJKE, TeNeph TaWJIOCh YTO-TO 3/I0BELIEE.

Beponuka o1enoMIEHHO MOKayasa rojoBoid. Toro He Mo-
ket ObITh! OHa Bcera, HeCMOTPSI Ha BCE CBOE CTpeMJIEHUE K JIO-
TYKEe U PalMOHAJIbHOCTH, ObLJIa OY€Hb PAHUMOW U 1yBCTBUTEIb-
HOW.

Ecmu Bor ectb, oH X0Ts ObI cefyac JOJIKEH [IOMOYD €H.

Cepatie ctyyasio, cioBHO OapabaH, Korja AeByIIKa MoBepHYyJia
PYUKY ABepu. Mapk nprkuMaics K Xo3s1Ke, HO HUUero He 1Mo-
HuMai. Ckopee ero OecroKOmIo e€ COCTOSIHUE, UTO TOXe ObLIO



CTPaHHO.

IIpexne, yeM pacraxHyTb JBEpb, OHA CTajJa YYTKO CIIyIIAaTh
THUILVHY, MBITASACh YJIOBUTh KaXIbIM IIOPOX, KaX/10€ MaJeHIlee
JBUKEHHE, Ka3aJI0Ch, IEBYIIKA MbITAIACh YCIBIIATh JakKe Mepe-
MelleHue Bo3ayxa. Ho crblinana Tonbko Kak KpOBb MyUUTENbHO
CTy4ajia B BUCKaX.

— Mapk, MUJIBIN. . . — eJie cablHO nporenTaia Huka, Hakio-
HsIsl K co0aubeMy JIOy UCIyraHHble cepble T1a3a. M B3aporuya,
Kak OT rpoxota. ['onoc e€ B moabesie mpo3Byvyan HEOKUIAHHO
T'POMKO, ¥ emI¢ 6oee TPOMKMM TOKa3aJIoCh PaCKaTHUCTOE X0,
NOCJIEA0BaBLUIeE 32 HUM. A MOKET, €1 BCEro JIMIIIb TaK Ka3aJIoCh.

«Hayo nobwicTpee OTKPHITh IBEPD, YOSOUTHCS, YTO BCE KOH-
YEHO, 1 3a0bITh BCE 3TO, KK CTPAIIHBIN COH,» — IIPOHECIIOCH B IO-
7oBe y BepoHMKH, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI TOJKHYTh JIBEPh, OHA
TUXO JBUrazia e, 1ooesa cxumasi najiblbl, TaK, YTO CYCTaBbl Ha-
Yanu 00JIeTh.

TakuM cTpaHHBIM ObLT BHUMATEJIBHBIN U OCTOPOKHBII OCMOTP
COOCTBEHHOU KBapPTUPHI, CBOEH MTPUXOKEH, CJIOBHO OHA cama 3a-
1IUIa B JIOM K IIPECTYITHUKY.

BepoHuka JOTONIHO BIVIsABIBAIACh B CaMble JAJIbHUE YIoJ-
KU KBapTUPBI, 3aMETHbIE U3 Kopuopa. [leByIika BcMaTpuBaach
Y BCJIYILIMBAJIACh, 33/ICP/KUBas JbIXaHUE.

Kaszasoch, Bc€ ObLIO Tak ke, Kak U Koraa oHa yoexana. PoBHo
CTosIIME YEPHBIE TY(IIN, Pa3HOLBETHBIN ITOJIOBUUYOK, U3 KOTOPO-
'O KOT BbIIEPTUBAJI HUTKH, 3aKPHITHIN IJIOTHO 1IKad), HANOIbHAS
Ba3a c nBetamu... M tummHa. Huka Opocuia B3IJIsA B CTOPO-



HY CMaJIbHU, NbITASICh YBUJETh TaM OUYEPTaHUSI JIEKAIIIETO CTYIa.
Ero we 6put0. Kak OyaTo HIYEro u He MpOU30IILIO.

ToNbKO CTYN JEUCTBUTEIIBHO JIeXkKasl, HO YKe Ha MOy KyXHHU.
3HauuT, IBMKEHUE MOBTOPsIoch?.. Vu, MokeT, oHa U cimbna
ero, yoeras? Ho Her! OHa e He cymaciiearas!

Beponuka He crasia TiTh YCTIOKOUTEILHOE, He TIoOeskaia K Co-
celsM, He MO3BOHMJIA €JUHCTBEHHOW IMOApYre, YTOOBI MOMPO-
CHUTh €€ rpuexaTb. YTo Obl TO HU OBbLIO... OJHO OHA 3HAJA TOY-
Ho. BCE CAMOE CTPAIIIHOE 3JI0 UICXOJIUT OT YEJIO-
BEKA. Tonbko ot uenoBeka. Hanpumep, ecitit Obl eii mpeasioxu-
71 paboTaTh B MOpre, oHa Obl corstacuiiack. OHa Bejib 3HaJIa, 4To
HaJ0 OOSATHCS KUBBIX.

N ona BcE e Havajia CXOIuThb ¢ yma?

JleByIika gocraia U3 KyXOHHOTO IKada OOJNBINYI0 OyTHUIKY
co cBATOM Bofoi. Ha kakoe-To Bpemsi BCE CTajio XOPOIIIO.

«Huyero He Oovicsi, Huka...» — onsATh B T0JI0OBE MPUBBIYHO
3By4Yasl HU3KMI U HEXKHBIH royoc otia. «Huuero He Govics, Hu-
Ka...» Korma-to, xorma e OpUI10 cemb JieT, oterr Opait e€ ¢ co-
00l Ha PHIOAJIKY, XOTh Mavyexa U He ofoopsuia 3toro. OHHU ca-
JUIUCh Ha Oepery o3epa, OKyTaHHOTO TYMaHOM, CJIOBHO pa3iiu-
THIM CBEKMM MOJIOKOM, 1 Moimdaiu. OHa moOusa 3Ty TUIINHY.
Ho ogHaXx bl e moKa3anochk, 4To peida 3arjaoTuiia e€ HaXUBKY,
Y OT PaJIOCTH OHA HavYaJsla KpUJaTh U MPbIraTh, TaK € XOTEIOCh,
Kak U oTell, noiMath pbiOy. Ml oHa CIIOTKHYJIAch U ynasia, a BOJ-
HBI CTAJIM HaKpbIBaTh €€. DTU CEKyH[Ibl JUIUIUCh TOrJa KakK 4ac.
Bopa Bcé Oosbinieit cTeHo BO3BHIIIAIACH HAJl HEl, He J1aBast TOJI-



HSATBCSI, PYKY CBEJIO OT XOJIOJa, U €l OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO Oecrio-
MOIITHO OapaxTaThCsl U CMOTPETh Ha OJIeTHOE MSATHO, KOTOPHIM
Ka3aJIoCh COJIHIIE MO ToIyOoi Tomerd Boabl. OTell, KOHEYHO,
BBITAIII JJOYb, HO €€ UCITYT ObLT HACTOJIbKO CHJTBHBIM, UTO C TEX
Top OHa HavaJja 3aukarbcsl. «Hudero He Oorics, Huka. ..» — Bce-
I71a MOBTOPSLT OH, IJ1a/1s1 €€ MO I'YCThIM NpsiAKaM. MajeHbKasi OHa
ObL1a OYEHb TOIIEH, U, Ka3aJI0Ch, KPOME ITUX KPYIJIbIX JIOKOHOB,
MOXO’KMX HA KO3bIO IIEPCTh, IOYTH HAYETO HE JIEKAJIO HA €T0 KO-
neHsix. Mars BepoHuku ymepia, korja ei eme He ObUTo U roja.
Bcio 3a00Ty 0 geBouKe B3su1 Ha cebs OTell, MHOTa ero Marth 3a-
oupana Huky k ceOe Ha jeTo, B iepeBHI0. Ho Gorbliee, 4To oHa
TIOMHUJIA U3 IETCTBA, 3T0 ObUTO «Huvero He Goiics, Huka. . .»

[Ipo1nuio HECKONIbKO THEH, U OHA J1aXe OTBJIEKJIACh OT BCETO
3TOrO, MOTOMY YTO Y ChiHA €€ Jydrei moapyru, Kupuiia, 6b0t
JIeHb poskjieHus1. JleByilka Kynusia MaJIbYuKy UTPYHIEUHOTO 3aii-
1a, TOPT C KPEMOM U IIECTh PAa3HOLIBETHBIX CBEYEU Ha €ro Iie-
CTOI JIeHb poskJieHHsl. Bc€ oHa 3amakoBasia B KOpOOKY, MOBsI3aia
LIMPOKOW CHHEM JIEHTOW W NOBE3JIa B COCEHUN TOpof, B KOTO-
POM 3KWJIa paHblIIIe.

[opon BeTpeTun e€ poaHbIM, HEOOBATHO CUHUM HeOOM. Bbut
ykKe Beuep, U B CTEKJIAX BUTPHUH yOAIOKUBAIOIIE CBETUIIUCH HOY-
HBIE OTHU, YCTIOKaWBasl, U 32KUras Kakylo-TO HEMOHSATHYIO Ha-
nexny B cepnue. BepoHuka coBcem 3a0bliach, Kak B JIETCTBE.

Bor u ceituac oHa Kak OyATO KJajla 4ero-To, XOTsl 3HAJA,
YTO HEMPUMETHBIN MOJYMPAK TOJIBKO 3aTSHETCS] YEPHOU CBEXEn
MIJIOH, a TIOracIire BUTPUHBI B TIOJIHOUb CMEHSIT YHbLIbIE (hOHA-



pu. U uyna He mpou30oiIET, HO B IOKOE MpaKa v Oe3MOJIBHUSI TOXKE
410-TO OyzeT. To, 4To B MycTOTE HET 00N, a B TUIIIMHE BOILICH
OOMKEHHBIX, HECUACTHBIX, OOJIbHBIX, — JeJIaeT UX HAIOJTHEHHbI-
MU YeM-TO, U J1ake HEMHOTO Yy/IECHbIMH, TIOUTH OJa’KEHHBIMH,
no4TH OOKECTBEHHBIMH.

Ho B Kpeciie rocTUHOM, pa3HEeKUBIIUCH OT TUIIWHBI, AEBYIII-
Ka HEOXMJAHHO 3acCHyJa, U el mpucHwics coH. OHa yBujena
JUIMHHBIE KOITH, CypOBO TSHYIIMECS K HEW U3 TEMHOTHI, OCT-
pble, 3aKPYIJIEHHBIE, KAK MCKPUBJIEHHBIE MEYM — IIPUHAJIEKA-
IIYe 4YeMy-TO KyTKOMY, HeM3BeCTHOMY, AukoMy. Kak Oynro xu-
BOTHOMY. OHM MEJJIEHHO TSHY/IUCh K HEl, OKYyTaHHBIE Ccaxei
Mpaka, TOTOBBbIE pacTep3aTh, Ka3aJoCh, pa30pBaTh HA MEJIKUE Ya-
CTU, U3 THETYIIEH, TPO3HOM TEMHOTHI. VI3 Henmpeonoanumon, riry-
XOH, sIpKo# TbMBI. [TycToTa BOKpYT Heé OblTa yxke He ONakeHHOH,
a SIPOCTHOM.

Oto cHa Beponuky pa30Oymun BecEnbiil neTckuil Kpuk. Ile-
crunernuid Kupus u ero crapiias cecrpa, CEMWIETHSISI Pblke-
BoJiocasi JIeHa HOCHJIMCh MO IOMY, KpUYaid, U TO YHOUTEIbHO
CMESUTUCh, TO PYTaIUCh APYT C IPYTOM.

Beponuka caenana u3z ymaru 6ospiioro 6esnoro ronyos. Ku-
pusL1 ObUT B BOCTOpre. JIEHbI B 9TO BpeMs PsIIoM He ObLIO, HO T10-
TOM, MpHOEXaB U3 KyXHH, OHA, BUJVIMO, [TO3aBHUI0BajIa Opary,
1 nopBasia ero. OH cxai 3yObl 1 yoexast B CBOIO KOMHATy. CIé3bl
BOJIONA/IOM XJIbIHYJIM Y HETO U3 IJ1a3.

Beponuka moruia 3a HUM, 4TOObI yTEIIUTb.

— {1 e€ HeHaBUKY, — IPOCTO U CIIOKOWHO MPOLIEANT OH, ITOpa-



3UTEJIHbHO cAep:KuBasi ropedb. OH ObUT TPOCTO peOEHOK, HECMOT-
Ps Ha BCIO CBOIO BBIIEPXKKY.

— Tel HeHaBUAMIIB CcBOIO cecTpy, Kupa?.. Kak xe tak! — ¢ go-
cazioil nmpousHecaa BepoHuka, kayas rosoBou. — OHa J10/KHA
OBbITH TEOE JTOPOKE TOTYOsI.

Tyt Kupust He Bbiiepxkal, v MEKU ero BCIbIXHYIU OT THEBA.

— Ho ona 3710 caenana crienaibHO, cielyaibHo! — B3peBes
oH. — OHa crielaapHo ! ..

Beponuka B310xHyJ1a U TIOIJIaIUJIa €ro MO MPsIMBIM BOJIOCAM.
Ona mo0uia ceiHa CBOeH eAMHCTBeHHOH moApyru. OH Bcerga Ka-
3aJICS1 €1 XOPOILIMM.

— Thl JOTKEH MTPOCTUTD €€.

— Huuero g He nomxken! — He ycriokaumBaiica Majisil. — [Toue-
My 3107!

— Ecii He nipocTtuiib, 00u/1a TSKEIBIM TPY30M OYJeT JiexKaTh
y TeOs1 Ha cep/iiie, — CIOKOMHO cka3zana Beponuka. OH Ha MUHYTY
3ayMaJics, IJ1a3a ero 4yThb MPOCBETIENN, HO BCE PaBHO Mevalib
B3s1J1a BEPX.

— Thl yke HUYEro He CMOKEIllb C ITUM IOJeNaTh, — MPOIOJI-
xana Huka. — [Ipoctu e€, Kupwii. ITpocru.

— He Oyny! — o6una Obina emié cBexa. Maabuuk OTBEpHYIICS
oT BepoHuku U ¢ TOJI0BOM HaKphIcs ofesioMm. — He Oymy!..

— Torna npocto nogymaii 00 3roM. U Thl HOAMENI, YTO 5 MTpa-
Ba. O0ua Beceraa Tskena. — BepoHuka yiia ¢ STUMU CJI0BaMH,
Y 3TU CJIOBA 3anayid U B €€ cepaue. OHa TOxXe IPOCTUTh HE MOT-
na. Kazasnocs, jierde caatbCst 9TUM KOTTUCTBIM pyKaM, Kak OyaTo



Jlaram caMoM Tievasid, 4eM IMpocTuTh. M To 310 ObLIO ObI 17151 Heé
Jierye, HaMHOTO Jierye.

Jloxachk criaTh, OHa HAYMHAJIA CTPAIIUTHCS 3TOro cHa. Ho BMe-
CTO €ro MOBTOPEHMs Y He€ Hayaiach OECCOHHUIIA, JUIIb TOI0-
rpeBasi BOJTHEHUE.

Y Beponuku ObUI XOpOIIMA MOJIOZOW 4YesoBeK. JleByika
KPEIKO 3a/lyMajiach, OTKUHYBIIIMCh HA CIMHKY Kpeca-KavyasKu.
PacckaszpiBath i €My O TOM, YTO C Hed mpousouio? OT 3Ton
MYUMTENLHON MBICIIHA, KOTOPOW OHA BKOHEI] M3Hypuia ceds, 3a-
6onena rojoBa, Kak Oy/ITO BICKM M B CAMOM JIeJie CKald KOI'TH-
crbie anbl. [loBeput i oH eii?.. Ho 3aueM ke 3TO OT HEro CKphl-
BaTh, BE/Jb 3TO CIIyUUJIOCh C HEW?

A eciu OH COYTET e€ cyMacIealei?

Emy oHa foBepsiia HACTONIBKO, YTO PelIniach cKa3aTh O TOM,
4yTo mpou3onwio. Eil HUKOraa BcepbE3 He HPABWINUCH STOUCTHI.
BHITh MOXET, MOTOMY, UTO IJIOXOTO B €€ KU3HU ObLJIO U TaK MHO-
ro.

— Ja namHo, TeGe mokasanock... — Cepéxa cHayama pesko
TIO/TH LT BBEPX OPOBH, a 3aTeM HaMopiu j100. OH He ObLT BHEIII-
HE TpUBJIeKAaTebHBIM, HO B €ro 4epTrax He ObUIO U HUYEro OT-
TAJIKABAIOIIETO; MOJTHOE, CJIErKa PyMSIHOE JIMIIO, PYChIE BOJIOCHL.
BorpIie Bcero B HEM el HpaBUJIUCh €r0 TEMHBIE OeCTsIIue II1a-
3a.

OH ¥ cam MOHSJI, YTO CKasal raynoctb. [lokazaTbes, 4TO
CTyJ B3JieTeN, He MOrIo. MOIJIO MPUCHUTHCS, MOIJIO TPUITH
HAa YM CyMacHie/leMy, MOIJIO OBbITh MPUIYMaHHBIM; HO TOKa-



3aTbCs HE MOIJIO. DTO BE/Ib HE MATasA HOXKKa. EMy CTOMIIO HEMMO-
BEPHBIX TPY/IOB OMYCTUTh CBOM OPOBH.

— Tsl MHe He Bepulllb. — OHa PUBBIYHO CHIpsTaia CBOIO JI0-
cafy 3a MOYTH UIyT/JIMBBIA TOH, KaKk OyATO ero COMHeHue ObLIO
JUTsl He€ He oueHb 3HaunMo. Ho mpobGiema e€ kazanach cepbes-
HOU. XOTs1 ObI TOTOMY, UTO TIO YTPpaM Ha PyKaxX OHa CTaJla HaXxo-
JUTh CUHSIKU. Bosbllive, cuHue, ¢ KpOBOMOATEKAMU, B3SIBILIUECS
CJIOBHO U3 HUOTKYAA.

— Huka. MoxeT ObITh, TeO€ TPUCHWIIOCH, — TUXO CKa3aJl OH,
cxumast e€ pyku. — ITo Bejib 06110 yTpoM? CTpaliiHble CHBI Yaliie
CHSAITCS YTPOM.

Honro caepxuBath sMoluM, Kak Kupusi, oHa Oosnblie
He Moria. Y He€ BAPYr MPOMENBKHYJIO Mepes Ila3aMy BCE:
Y LIKOJIBHBIM KOPUIOP, Y OAKAIIMBAIOIIMECS HOTH, U 3aTEM OHa,
0e3BOJTLHO JieKallast Ha ChIPOH 3emJie, U OECIIOMOIITHOCTb, U Ha-
CKBO3b ITPOH3aMoI11ast 60J1b, ¥ €€ c1adble pyKH, B KOTOpPbIE BIIMBA-
JIach KOJOYasi MPOBOJIOKA. YCMeEIIKa M PaAoCcTh OOMIUYHMKA, YTO
SIZIOBUTHI TAK K€, KaK M €ro KyJaku. Top:kecTBO Bpara, paBHOLY-
e mozei. Bcé crpemutensHO mpoOekano nepen Hel U TYT ke
YTOHYJIO B YEPHOH TeJieHe OTBEPrHyTOM €10, 0e3KaJI0CTHOM Ma-
MSITH.

W kax oHM 3anupaiy e€ OfHY B [TOABAJIE U AECPXKAJIU TaM JI0 Lie-
Jioro Beuepa. Be€, uro onu nenanu ¢ Hel. [lonrue roapl yHuxe-
HUS U oTpeleHus. KuBoe cepiiie, He kefaoliee ObITh OTBEp-
JKeHHBIM. ...UM momyIika, KaxJpli IeHb X paHsAIIas OTrevyaTku eé
3y0oB. Henpekpamaroriyocsi HUKOria qyieBHyo 001b. O0xM-



ralolme KoKy IIEK CIE€3bl M3rosi. bosb, 4To Aymniiack Tak MHOTO
JIeT, KOTOPYIO TPUXOAVIIOCH ITUTH CHOBA U CHOBA, — U3 OOU/IBI, TO-
peuu, CyMacIIeAIIero OTYasiHusl, OTpUlLIaHusl, oTpedyeHus. Yep-
Hasl OTpaBa, KOrJa OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIIb CKpeskeTaTh 3y0amu. [1po-
CTO TIOTOMY, YTO ObLJIa )KMBA HE TOJBKO OHA, HO U mamsTh. [la-
MSITh, YTO ObUIA CJIMIITKOM CHJIbHA: KUIIsIIIee, YEpHOe Oyprsiiee
3eJIbe.

SdlnoButas, 3anonHAKIIAsA BCE CYIIECTBO, KaK LIMAHWI, OHA
CHOBA CTajla HAKPbIBaTh €€ MaJIeHbKOE XpyIkoe Teyo, 1 Huka
MOYyBCTBOBAJIA YPHOTY.

OnHa pe3ko BCKOUWIA, KOIJa U3 Ta3 €€ OpbI3HYIU CIE3bI,
a cepjlle TOTOBO ObLJIO pa3opBaThCsl OT HETrofIOBaHUs, — caMa
HIBBIPHYJIA CTYJI K CHIAJIbHE U 3aKpUYajia B MOTOJIOK:

— Boixomu! 4 e 6otock 1ebs1! A He 6otoch TEBA!

Cepéxa BCKOUWJI, MOAXBATUI €€ U IpUXKaJ K cede.

— Ycnokorvicst! Beponuka! I-1i-mi-m-1i. . .

CkonbKko pa3 e€ cnacaiu ero HexxHele pyku. Korna eit neit-
CTBUTEJIHHO OBLIO TUI0X0. Ho ceifuac oH HU4YeM He MOT TIOMOYb.

W BoOOIIIE, B MPUHIUIE, UHOTJA MPU BCEM BO3MOXHOM CO-
YYBCTBUM, JPYror 4eJOBEK IOMOYb HE MOJKET.

OH He Bepwi eil. OHa CHOBa OCTajiach OJIHA, KaK M TOT/A.

Jla ¥ maMsTh, Ka3aJIOCh, yKe BbIHECIIA €1 CBOW ITPUTOBOP.

Houblo BCE€ MOBTOPUIIOCH, YCHJIMBLIMCH BO MHOro pa3. OHa
MIPOCHYJACh B TTyOOKOH TEMHOTE, ¥ TIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY B OXKU/IA-
HUW YBUJETb CBETAIIMECS 3€IE€HBIE HU(PPBI IIEKTPOHHBIX YACOB.



Wx He ObuIO.

«J107KHO OBITB, OIATH OTKJIIOUIMIIN CBET», — IIPOHECIIOCH B TO-
nose y Beponuku. YE€pHeI Mpak OKyThIBaJl KoMHaTy. OHa ce-
JIa Ha MOCTeJI, MbITasICh HalllynaTh ctonamu koBeép. Ho Horu eé
YyBCTBOBJIM TOJILKO BO31yX. QuepraHusi mpeaMeToB, MeOemu,
IIPOCTPAHCTBA, YTO CTAJIM YyThb MPOSBIATHCA, KOIJA I71a3a MpH-
BBIKJIM K HOYHM, TOXKE ClIerka U3MEHWINUCh. ThMa Oblia TSKENON
u ryctoil. I TyT 10 He€ Io1uio: KoBpa moj, HoraMu U He ObLIO.
Ona Bucena B Bozayxe! E€ KpoBaTh BUCENA B BO3IYXE.

TemHOTa ObLTA TAKOIO K€, KK 1 B TOM CHE: YEPHOW U TPO3HOM.

— IIpekp-paru! — 3akpuyana oHa OOJbHBIM, XPUILIBIM TOJIO-
COM, IEIUISISICh MaJbI[aMU 32 MPOCThIHb, Kak OyATO Ta MOIa
yAepXKaTh €€. 3aMKaHue, KOTOPbIM OHA CTpajalia B IETCTBE, BEP-
HyJ0cb. Ho romnoc e€ ObuT permrebHbIM, He TEPISIIMM BO3pa-
xenuil. OHa He 3HaJIa, K KoMy oOparanack. — [Ip-pekp-paru!

Huuero He MeHsocs. U, X014 OHa U MMOMHUIIA, YTO BCE ca-
MO€ CTpalllHOE 3J10 JIeJI0 PYK YeJIoBeKa, cedyac 3T0 He MoMora-
J10. bbu1o uTO-TO rHETYIIEE M rOpbKOE. BClo KOMHaTy 3aymBania
4yEpHasi BsI3b, YEPHAS KaK JIMIKas1, Oepe30Basi cMoa.

— Yto T-TeOe H-HYX)HO?!

TurmmHa ObUTa TIONHOM, Yackl ¢ KYKYIIKOW B KOPHUIOpPE TO-
xe He Oum. Kak Oynro BpeMsi OcTaHOBWJIOCHh. BepoHuka cxa-
JIach, M30 BCEX CUJI CKUMAs KYJIaKH, 4O TAKOU CTENIEHH, YTO HOT-
T CTaJIA BIIMBAThCS B KOXKY. XOT$ CKa3aTh TOTO, YTO OHA HUKO-
I/1a paHbllle HE UCIBITHIBAJIA HUYETO MOJOOHOT0, ObUIO HEJb3sl.
HeoxunanHo 1uis cedst Huka mogymaia, 94To To, 4TO cefuac oHa



YyBCTBYET, BCE Xke JTydllle, YeM TO, UTO YyBCTBOBAJIA, Korja Oblia
PEeOEHKOM, TONTUMH HOYaMU, Kycasi 3yOaMu MOAYIIKY U 3a/IbIXa-
SICh OT ropstumnXx c1€3. CTpax He MOKET ObITh TAKMM YIYIILTUBBIM.

WHorza oH BbIHYk1aeT cOOpaTh BCIO CBOIO BOJIO B KYJIaK, YTO-
ObI ieficTBoBaTh. lyreBHast 60J1b, HAOOOPOT, Mapanu3yer. [lena-
eT OECIIOMOIITHBIM.

— Yo 1-Tebe HyXk-kHO? OT-T M-MeH-H:?!

Tummza Obuta BCE TaKOM ke MOJIHOM, HeoObaTHON. Kak Ko-
ra-To €€ 00b.

B 37011 THIIIMHE OUITOCH TONBKO €€ ceparie. BuezanHo oHa yBu-
JeJ1a IBIMKY, Pacro3aionlylocs o KoMHaTe. To ObUIO MOXOKe
Ha TIOTPY’XKEHUE B KaKyl0-TO MapaJlielbHYI0 PealbHOCTb, CYIIe-
CTBYIOIILYIO PSIIOM ¥ OTAEJIBHO OT MPUBBIYHOTO MUpa. TyT yxe e€,
0e33aIUTHYI0, TPOOWIT XOJIOAHBIN TIOT, PYKH 3a/IPOKAITH, & MO-
KeT ObITh, ¥ BCA OHA. «OT-TI-TI-IIIYCTH M-MEHS. .. — COPBAJICS
y Heé€ ¢ ry0 ene CHBIIHBIN MENoT. — OTN-N-MyCTH. ..» XO0JIOoA
npodexan no cnmHe. Jlioctpa B (popme 3aKpHITHIX OyTOHOB Hava-
JIa MUTaTh, TO 3aropasich, TO CHOBA IOTPYXkasi BO ThMY, OCTaBJISIsI
JIVIITh CBETJIBINA CJIe]], OKPYKAIOIINI U3BUBbI CTEKJISTHHBIX CTEO-
JIeil.

Pacnonzanue ocranoBusiock. Ho Huuero He nepecranio. biea-
HOE MSITHO 0OpeTaso (popMy U IBET, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B TEMHOTE
BO3HMKJIa HACHIIIIEHHO-0eJas 1mojioca, 4To 00pa3oBayiach U3 00-
JIAKOB Tapa, ¥ CTaja Moxoxen Ha. .. yelryio. OHa mMpocTo cCMOTpe-
JIa Ha Yy/IoBUITIE ¥ OOJIbIIIe HUUETO He MOTJIa CHIeaTh. TO HEUTO
C)KUMAJIOCh, CTAHOBIJIOCH BCE OoJiee JJTMHHBIM, U, HAKOHEII, CTa-



JIO U3BMBATbCSI, KAK BOJIHBI, HATIOMUHAS CHAYasa y30p MpUuy/-
JIMBOY FOTMYECKOM OTpajipl, a 3aT€M 3MEI0, COTKAaHHYIO U3 HesC-
HOI'O CBETa U MHOKECTBA KOJIEI] IYCTOro OeJioro Jpima.

JliocTpa B (popme 3aK pbIBIIMXCS CTEKJISIHHBIX IIBETOB I1Oraciia
COBCEM, MO3BOJIUB TEMHOTE OKYTaTh MPEIMETH OOCTAHOBKH.

Ho Busenue He ucuesaio. Yygosuiiie, 4To Napuio B BO3AyXe,
HE BIIOJIHE ObUIO 3Me€H, 3a CYET CTpaHHOW (POPMBI MHOTOUMC-
JICHHBIX YelllyeK, — Ha €r0 rOJIOBE CTAaJIM 3AMETHBI MaJible YEPHbIE
TOYKH, KaK OyJTO MPOBAJIMBIIIMECS I71a3a. Y3KUe, 37I0BEIIUe, Kak
JUIiHHBIE TyHHe M. CaMa e roJioBa ero HaroMHuHasa JIbBUHYIO.
Bc€ ObUTO Tak SIBCTBEHHO HAPUCOBAHO MeEJIbYANIIIUMK KOJIbIIa-
MU JbIMa, HO IIEBEJIJIOCh, IEPEMEIIATIOCH U BHITVISAIEIIO KUBBIM.
[TpuBuaeHWE OBUIO UYIUINEM, ITOXOKUM Ha JpakoHa Oe3 Kpbl-
JIbEB U Jiall, U3 CHEKHOTO Mapa v pIMa.

Jlioctpa BembixHYIa ¥ nioraciia cHoBa. Clé3bl XJIBIHYJIU U3 T71a3
Beponuku. 3akpryana oHa JIMIIb TOTAA, KOr/a 37I0Bellee Cylle-
CTBO HAYaJIO Ha/IBUraThCsl HA HEE, MOM351 MO BO3/1YyXY U OCTABJIsASA
no3aju ceOsi OpaHKeBbIi, KJIOKOUYIHiA oTcBeT. Kazasnocsk, ceit-
4yac BCE OMAJMUTCHA OTHEM.

UynoBuile OTKPbLIO NACTh, U OTTYAA BBICYHYJIUChH 1BA TOHKKX
Y JUTMHHBIX, U3BUBAIOIIMXCSA si3blka. Ha MUHYTY €l moka3aioch,
YTO STOMY CYIIECTBY KaK OyATO HYKHBI ObLITH €€ OO0JIb U €€ CIIE3BI.
U oHo kak OyATO MOACO3HATEBHO HABEBAJIO € TOpeyb, CJIOBHO
nutas ce0s e€ cTpajanreM. Biekomasi HeBeJOMBIM MTPUTSIKEHH-
€M, OHa He MOIJIa OTOpBaTh OT HEro ria3. JIbBUHas ronoBa ero
ObLJTa TAKOM e 37101, )KYTKOW U MyYUTEIbHOM, KaK JIe3BHE OOJH,



caJIHUBIIIee B IPy/H, YTO el HaHecu jmonu. Kak u e€ sipocth, oT-
JasiHKe, 0e3bICXOJHOCTh, KOTOPBIE B IOHOCTH MOJICTPEKAIU B TPY-
JIM CMepYr THeBa 1 00u ibl. TONIBKO ero Hesib3s1 ObLIIO TIOOe/IUTh,
3aHOBO coOMpast ceOs1 U3 OCKOJIKOB.

CaeueHue ObLIO U TIeYaIbHBIM, M TPO3HBIM, Ka3aJI0Ch, 3aCTaB-
JiAs1 JEBYIIKY BCIIOMMHATh BCE CaMOE MYYHMTEJBHOE M TUIOXOE.
Kazayioch, OHO camMO HECJIO B ceO€ YTO-TO TMITHOTHYECKOE, CBO-
nsiee ¢ yMma. Kak rpo3Hbie KOITUCTBIE Jiarbl, KaK ThMa JIpemMy-
yux JiecoB. Kak Oy/To OHO MOIJIO BTOPraThCs B IOJCO3HAHUE.

[TopsI cerKa NOKAYMBAIMCH OT BETPA, TUXO LIEJIECT M0 T10-
JIy, 4TO OBLJIO XOPOIIIO CJBIIIHO B MOJMHON TuinuHe. Huka, Bcé
eni€ BIIEMUBIIKCH B MPOCThIHb, HaYaja OTIOJ3aTh, HO KPOBATh
no-TipekHeMY BHcena B Bo3ayxe. Cripsitarbest Obuto Hekyna. Hu
B YE€M HeJib3s1 ObLIIO YKPBITHCS, KaK M KOIja-To oT jonei. Kak
1 OECKOHEUHBIMM HOYaMU — OT OOJIM, pa3pbiBaiolier cepaiie,
a JIHSIMU — OT HACMEIIIeK, YXMbUIOK U KYJIAKOB.

Jlionu B e€ xu3HM ObuTM cTpaimrHee. HamHoOrO cTparixee Jio-
OBbIX UY/IOBHIII.

HagepHo, 1 nostomy B pokoBylo MUHYTYy Huka crana Bcro-
MHUHATh O HUX. A MOXeT, 3T0 Oblia 3ammra. Pa3 oHa mpeonose-
Jia CBOE MPOIILIOEe, TO TeTepb, el Ka3aJoCh, CMOXKET MPEO0JIeTh
1 3TO.

KyTkas 3mes BCE elI€ HaJBUTaIACh HA HEE, OCBETJISAS HOYb.
U xoTs1 oHa ObLIa neperyrana, oCieAHs s MbIC/Ib, YTO OHA TIOM-
HUWJIA, 3BydYaja Kak BbI3OB: «YTo THI?.. MOXelb M Thl OBITh
CTpaIlIHee TOro, 4To ObUIO?..»



...bospiie oHa HM4Yero He noMHwiIa. Hous nponuia, u coms-
1I€ MEJIEHHO BBIXOZIAJIO U3-32 IIyCTOrO TOPU30HTA, CBETAIIErOCs
CKBO3b I'psI3HOE CTeKJIo aBTodyca. [lepen e€ rmazamu npeacrasa-
JIa evasibHasi, CTpaHHasl Kpacora myctbipeid. [anékas, crenHas.
JleBy1Ka npukuMaa K rpyam JackoByo mopay Mapka u My4du-
TEJIBHO TBITAIACh AyMaTh, HO M TOJI0Ba OblIa mycTa. Tonmbko méc
JOBEPUYMBO U KaJIOCTIIMBO CMOTPEN B €€ KOJIIOUUE Cepble IT1a3a.

UYUro-T0 BHYTpPU HEE OTKa3bIBaJIOCh NMpUHUMaTh (akThl. Kak
OyATO OHa He MOIJIa MIOBEPUTH CaMoi cede.

bapcuk He mpumén nomon. C Tex nop, Kak B IOM€ B3JIETEN
B BO3JlyX CTYJI, OH TaK W He NOsABWICA. BepoHuka ouyeHp Hazes-
Jlach, 4TO €€ KOT, BCErAa yTellaBlIIMM €€, U He MPUIET JOMOM.
U BcE ke xayb ObLIO, eciu el OoJIbIlie He YBHUIETh €ro Mmojoca-
TOH, KaK y 3¢0pbl, MOXHATOU IIyOKH, B KOTOPYIO MOXHO OBLIO
HBIPHYTB JIUIIOM U 3a0bITh HA MTHOBEHUS O CBOE OOJIH.

Cepéxa ObUT /151 HEE€ MPAKTUYECKU UIEaTbHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.
EnuHCTBEHHOE, OH HE NMEPEHOCUIT KUBOTHBIX B JoMe. CbexaThb-
Cs1 C HUM 3HAYMJIO OBl PaccTaThCsi M C KOTOM, ¥ ¢ Mapkom, To-
TOMY 4TO cOOaK OH He Tepries1 Boooiie. Mapka Toxe, 1 néc oT-
BE€YaJl EMY B3aMMHOCTBI0. OJHAK/1bl CIOKOMHBIN MEC AAKE UyTh
He MpoKycus1 emy pyky. K Tomy ke, naxe eciu Obl BCE€ ObUIO Ha-
000pOT, OH XKUJT B OOLIEKUTHH, KyAa HE TyCKAIN IIOCTOPOHHHUX,
u yexarb k Cepéxe oHa He MoIIa. BepoHrKa pemmsiack NOXUTh
y OTLia, HECMOTP#I Ha CBOIO Mavyexy. AHxenrka HukonaeBHa Bee-
raa Hepomoomueana e€. Ho ceituac 310 HE UMeEJIO 3HAUEHU .

Huka nonro BriisapiBasiachk B HEHacTHbIE nond. Jlonrue, my-



cThle, XoJ0aHble, MaHsme. [Ipekpacusie. [IpekpacHsie. .. dtoT
MHpP BCE paBHO MpeKpaceH, HecMOTpsl HU Ha 4yto. OHa Oosbine
HE XOTeJla yMUPATh.

ABTOOYC CBEpHYJ Ha XOPOIIYIO TOPOT'Y, U TPSICTU MepecTallo.
Bokpyr yxe crajiv nosiBJSATHCS MbIIIHBIE 3€JIEHbIE U3TOPO/IH, TSI-
KEJble, )KUBBIE, HABEIIAHHBIC HA BBICOKKE 3200pbl. DTO 3HAUMIIO,
YTO CKOpPO OHa IpHeAeT B A0M Mauexu. OTiy MpUIIOCh MPO-
JaTh UX CTapblil JOM, Koraa ManeHbkass Huka cuiibHO 3a60memna.
Jleuenue ObLIO ycHENTHBIM, ¥ O0JIE3Hb BOIIUIA B CTOMKYIO PEMUC-
CHI0, HO JOJITO €ME UM MPUXOIUIIOCH I0TUTHCS MO TECHBIM KOM-
HATYIIIKaM, TOKa OTel] CyMeJN 3apadoTaTh HA HOPMAJIbHOE KH-
€. To camoe, OT KOTOporo ceidyac Oexasa B3pocnast Beponu-
ka. BepoHuka, Bcerna npsiaymniascs 3a ero OeTOHHBIMU CTEHAMU.
3aTBOpHULIA, HEMOAMMKA, MOJIOAasl OTLIEJIbHULIA, KOTOpas N30
BCEX CWJI CTapaJlach He MOKUJATh UX. Ero eMHCTBeHHAas1, To0U-
Masi JIEBOUKa, KOTOPYI0 €My OIHaX[Ibl YAAJIOCh BBIPBATh U3 Jall
cmeptu. Ho He ynanoch BbIpBaTh U3 Jlall CTpalaHUsl.

Anxenvka HukomaeBHa O4YeHb ropawiach CBOMM [IOMOM.
Ona nonyumsia ero B HaCJIEACTBO OT AAJIBHETO POACTBEHHMKA,
a JI0 3TOr0 UM MPUXOAUIIOCH KUTh B TECHOM M YOOTOM KUJIbE.
Terneps oHa M30 BCEX CUJI JieNayia BUJI, YTO COOAKa JIEBYIIIKH e
HerpusATHA. oM oHa Oeperia, Ka3ajiochk, OOJbIe, yemM Oeper-
na Oul cBowo nymry. Ho Beponuka u He kxjajna oT He€ HUYero
xopoiero. Otua joMa He okaszanoch, MiBan BanepbeBuu yexain
B OUEPEIHYI0O KOMaHIMPOBKY. DTU AHU €Il IPUIETCS KUTh C Ma-
Yexou, JyMajia eByllKa. Toxe HUYero XOpoIero.



— Map-pk, — TUXO No3BaJja AEBYLIKA, [I0YEMY-TO 3aKPbIB PY-
Kamu poT. Huka mobuna TMIMHY U ceivyac el 0COOEHHO XOTe-
JI0Ch e€. A MOXKeT, OHa OO0sIITIACh CIIOB, CPHIBAIOIIINXCS Y HEE C SI3bI-
Ka.

Omna cujiena Ha 6eoil, aKKypaTHO 3aCTeIeHHON KpOBaTH Ha-
IPOTHB CBOEro yemopaaHa. AHxennka HukonaeBHa He cKymnu-
Jack Ha npucayry. Pazoupats Benm He xotesnaoch. BooOie Hu-
YEero He XOTeJIOCh.

—Mapk. .. — oHa 00Hs11a TIca, OJIOKUBIIETO € Ha KOJIEHH [1BE
CBOM KOpMYHEBbIE Janbl. — YTO T-Tenepsp JI-1enarth?..

[1€c Havyan mu3ate el pyku. OHa Bslo ynblOHYJach. [pyxe-
MOOHBIN B3MIAA ero corpepan e€. IllepriaBblif, po30BbIi A3bIK
MOYMJT €€ OTKpBIThie JaJoHU. OH eJUHCTBEHHBIN ObUT PSAAOM
¢ Herl. OHa HaKJIOHWIA TOJIOBY M THXO TOIEJIOBaIa ero B Ji00.
B e€ m1azax 3acTbUIO OIHO CJIIOBO — «CITACHO0».

— Kax bl MOXelIb 1mu3aThesi ¢ HUM?! — BHE3aHO 000pBal e€
CMOKOIHYIO JIacKy pe3kuii ToH AHxennku HukonaeBHbl. OHa ro-
BOpHJIa OBICTPO, CYETIMBO, HO BCEI/Ia KATETOPUYHO U HEPBHO. —
Benpb 310 K€ 3Beph!

JleBy111Ka MocMOTpesia Ha He€ BHUMATE IbHBIM, CJIETKA OTCTpa-
HEHHBIM B3IVIS1/I0M, Kak Oy[TO BUjieNa B TIEPBbIN pas.

— 3Bepu NpUATHEE, YeM JIIOAM, — HE BblAEpkKaia BepoHuka.
Ha camoM zienie oHa Tak cuuTasia He BIIOJIHE, HO CENYac ey CTajlo
o4yeHb 00uIHO 3a Mapka. OT 06usbl e€ cepaie cxKaaoch.

— Hy KOHEYHO, KOHEYHO... — C MPE3PUTETIbHON YCMEIIKON
IIpou3HecHna xo3auka. — Mou yxunats. Moxelb OTOM IOTy-



JIATh, Korja pa3oepéib Bemu. MecTa 3/1ech XOpOIIIHe.

— 4 He xouy ecTb, ciacn6o, — Huka nckpeHHe crapanach ObITh
BEXJIMBOM. — Beru s1 BeuepoMm pazoepy. S mpaBna ycrana.

Anxenka HuxonaeHa Haxmypwiack. Ilo sy aeByniku
OBbLJIO BUJIHO, YTO y HE€ MPOOIEMBI.

— Yro ciyuniocs, Beponuka?

He moxoxe ObUto, 4TO €€ Tporaau MpoOIeMbl JEeBYIIKH.
Ho Beap nomkHa ke Obli1a oHa cipocuTh. VI B 9TOM, B Takoi cu-
Tyaliy, TOXe BeJjb HUYEro Ioxoro He Obuto. Jlydre xoTs Bu-
JIMMOCTb, XOTb TIOJ00ME 3200ThI, COUYBCTBHSI, YeM HETIPUBETIIN-
BOE MOKA3HOE PAaBHOAYIIIKE.

PackpeIThb cBOIO TaiiHy el Huka e morua. [Jaxe crpaiHo Obl-
JI0 ipeAcTaBuTh cede nocnencTsusi. Ckopee BCero, Mauyexa Had-
HET TBEPAUTH OTILY, YTOOBI TOT CHOBA CBO3WI €€ K TICUXHUATPY
WJIM elIE XYXKe.

— MoxHO, 1 OTOM paccKaxky? — OCTOPOXXHO IpoJernerana
Huxka. — OTI0XHY HEMHOIO U CKaXKY.

«Tonpko mpuaymalo, YTo BpaTh», — MPOHECJIOCh B TOJOBE
y He€, HO 3TOTo BCIIyX OHA He cKa3asia. HykHo ObUIO UTO-TO Mpu-
JOyMbIBaThb, BE/Ib HEJIb34 ke ObLIO CKa3aTh CBAPJIMBOI Mayexe To-
0, 4TO OBLIO.

[Mporynka Obta Hegonrod, Ho BepoHuka coBcem 3a0bLia
npocs0y Arkenukyn HukomaeBHbI OCTaBIATh Ty HENMpeMeH-
HO IIE€pe] BXOIOM B [IOM, U Pa3yJ1ach, 110 IIPUBBIYKE, HA ITOJIOBUY-
Ke B puxoxeil. AHxennky HukosnaeBHy 9TO BbIBEJIO U3 AyIIIEB-
HOT'O PAaBHOBECHS U CITYYMJICS CKaHIAJ.



OueHnb OOIE3HEHHBIMU 17151 JIEBYIIKY ObUTH YIIPEKU AHKEU-
k1 HukonaeBHbl, ocjaeaoBaBsIlve 3a pyraHbio. /KeHImHa Kpu-
yasa, yto Huka B3pociasi ieByIika, HO He yMeeT KUTb OfIHA, YTO
HE MOXET B CBOM T'OJIbl CIIPABUTHCS CO CBOMMU MPOOJIEMaMU; UTO
XOUET KUTh B O0JIbIIIOM OoratoM nqome AHxenku HukomaeBHbl,
a HE B CBOEW TECHOM KaMOPKE; YTO OHA HaxaJlKa M JIyHbs, KaKk
¥ BCS1 HBIHEUTH 151 MOJIOZIE Kb, PACUET/IMBAS HACTOJIBKO, UTO, IO €€
CJIOBaM, M aKBAPUYMHBIX PBIOOK HE MOKOPMUT JIMIIIHUE pa3, ec-
JIM 32 9TO HE TIOYUYUT XOTh CKOJILKO-HUOY/Ib JICHET.

— Horu moeii 3nech Oonbine He Oynet! — Beponuka, pa3o3nus-
IMCh, 3a0pasia Mapka 1 yexasia Ha BOK3aJl. bojblie u exatb Obl-
JIO HEeKy/a.

Beponuka He Morna storo crepriers. Tenepb OHa crasia rop-
noi. OHa yxe He ObUTa OECCUITBHON U TUTavyITed pa3Ma3HEN, 3a-
OUTHIM ITOCMENTHITIEM, CJIOMAHHBIM U MTO3BOJISIBIIMM C COOOH Jie-
Jath 4to yrogHo. OHa 3aHUMAaIach WUTIOCTPAIMAMHU KHUT (3TO
u ObL1a e€ JmoOrmMast paboTa), M YyBCTBOBaJIA OOJIE3HEHHBIE UTJIBI
caMomoOu s, KOTa N3aTesd IOpoi OTKa3bIBAIMCH OpaTth e€ pa-
60tbl. IHOTAA U B 3epKajie €€ OCTpblid, KOJKUN B3MJIs1]] IPOH3U-
TEJIbHBIX CEPbIX I71a3 Ka3aJICsl HA/IMEHHbIM, CMOTPSIIIIUM Ha BCE
Kak Obl cBbICOKa. OTHAKO, TO/Ibl YHOCHIIU 3TO ¢ cO00i. ['ompl i
TUXO U Pa3MEPEHHO, a MaJIOE YHOCUJIM CTPEMUTESIBHO, KaK I1eM-
KU U OCKOJIKM MEJIKMX KaMHell OypHasi rOpHasi peka.

Cné3bl KaTWIIMCh 1O JMily BEpOHMKM U HE OCTaHABIMBAJIHCH.
Tymib, cTekas U3BUIMCTHIMUA YEPHBIMU CTPYSIMU, pa3Ma3biBaIaCh
TIO IIIeKaM, 1 JTIO/IY C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CMOTPEJIH Ha He€. 3aJ1 OKu-



JaHUsI yCTeJ, ¥ TOJIBKO el ObLI0 HeKyaa uatu. CBeT rac, BOKpYT
CTaHOBWJIOCH THXO. Tereps oHa Oe3momHas. Pusnueckyio Oec-
MPUIOTHOCTb JIOTIONIHSUIM €€ HeTTPUKASHHOCTh Y OIMHOYECTBO.

Ona MorJa No3BOHUTH OTILy, HO Terephb eil He XOTeaoCh My-
ratb ero. ’Ku3Hsb 1oj1 OIHOM KphlIIier ¢ MayeXon TOXe MpecTaB-
Js1ach € MYYHTESIbHOM M TOIIHOM, 0COOEHHO u3-3a e€, Bepo-
HUKHU, TIyTION PAHUMOCTH.

Beuep, kazasioch, Obl1 co3gan camum borom asst Toro, ue-
o ceiyac cyieaTb OH HUKaK HE MOT: YCIIOKOUTDb €€ HepBbl. Or-
HU JJAIHUX T0€3JI0B, YOAIOKWBAOIINN BETEp, MyCTON roimyooun
TOPU30HT, — BCE 3TO OBUIO TAKUM MWJIBIM M OYapOBATEIIbHBIM,
POMAHTUYECKUM, TaK He MOJXOASIIUM K CUPOTCTBY U OIMHOYE-
ctBy. OrHu ganbHUX (poHApEd, KOTOPHIMU OBLT YCEsIH OKPYKalo-
LI BO3YIIHBIA MPOCTOP, KAK CUSIONIMMU 3BE31aMu. U B TO ke
BpeMs BOK3aJ1, KaXKeTCsl, MIMeJ el OIM3KYI0, POICTBEHHYIO JIyITy.
OTBepXEeHHYI0, YCTATYI0, OIUHOKYIO.

OH TaiiHO XpaHuI B cede To, 4To OBbUIO e€ 3aBeTHON MeUTON —
OJTakeHHBIN TIOKOW 0e3 cTpaxa u O60u. 3/1ech JIIoau He OOMKa-
10T ¥ HE 3aMevaloT JIPYT Apyra. 3/1ecChb HEe MOXET ObITh HHYETO
MOCTOSTHHOTO, HY OTOPUYEHUI, HU TOCKH, HA PaJlOCTU, HU MYK, —
3/1eCb BPEMEHHO BCE. BMecTe ¢ 3TUM BCE 3TO HAYUCTO JIMIIIEHO
JMLIeMEepHsl, KOKAbI HUUYEM He XOUeT Ka3aThCsl, Bellb BOK3aJI —
HEMOCTOSTHHOE, KaKk MUT. BecnpuioTHOCTh U UCKPEHHOCTh, Ka3a-
JIOCh, XpaHWJIM 0CcOOYIO IeYaTh Ha MOBUCIIIEM HaJ| roJioBaMH OJie-
CTAIIEeM KpyriioM Iudeponare 3aMepImx 4acoB, MATHOM OeJie-
IOIUX B BHIIIIUHE.



JIronu Terepb HE CMOTPENM Ha HEE.

Hous peByika nposesa Ha Bok3asie. Cepéxa, KOTOpOMY Ha-
KOHEIl yJaJloCh JI0 HEE JO3BOHUTBCS, HACTOMYMBO IPOCUII €€
BEPHYTbCS JOMOI. YOexaas, 4to B loMe Huuyero HeT. OH He 1o-
BEpUJI eM.

Cupsa Ha ckameirke, BepoHMKa CHOBa BCIIOMMHAJIA CBOIO
KU3Hb. SICHOCTb M TEIUIOTa BO3JyXa CHOBA CTAHOBWJIUCH TSIKE-
abl U1 He€. ’KusHb Bceraa Ja€r gopory 0e3 IIMIOB TOMY, KTO
6ombliie He MokeT uaTU. Ho BOT ceffuac 3Ty BeUepHIOI WANIIIHIO
M30PBET, pacceeT Mol BHOUTHIMU BaHJaIaMU (pOHApSIMU YE€pHAsT
TeMa. Bc€ nmornotut. U Xoporero BCHOMHUTH €l ObLIO MaJio.

C camoro aercrBa BepoHrka HEMHOIO 3aMKaach, TOIAA €IE
HecwibHO. Ho 310 cmymiano e€, u oHa HauMHaJIa KpaCHETh, 3a-
uKasch eme Oonpine. E€ mamoHn motenu, a HOTM CTaHOBHJIHICH
MSATKMMM, B I71a3aX BAPYr TEMHEJIO, CIIOBHO HOYBIO, UyXKHUE IO-
Jl0ca JOHOCWJIMCh Kak OyaTo usjaneka. CBepCTHUKM Havalu e€
Apa3HUTh U U3/ieBaThcs Hal Hell. U oHa 3amKHYynack B cebe, OT-
CTpaHWIACh, 3aKpblIack. OT 3TOro Crajo ToIbKo Xyxe. JKecro-
KOCTb BO3pOCJIa BO MHOI'O pa3.

CHayvasia OHU IPUHOCKIIM U3 IoMa OYyJIaBKH U ThIKAJIU €€ UMM,
CMESCh HAJ TEM, KaK MCKaXaJIOCh OT OoiM e€ urno. Ilotom,
B CTapIIMX KJaccax, OJHA W3 JIEBYOHOK, dTaKas 3aBOAWIIA, KO-
TOpasi ObUIa YO KOMIIAHUH, Jake Y MaJbuMIlIeK, n30mia eé
Ha BUJY Y BCEX XeJIe3HbIM MPYTOM. YOexaB, OHM OCTaBHJIM €€
TaK JIeKaTh, OJHY HA IYCTBIPE, HEABMKUMYIO, YCTaBILYIO KPH-
4arb, U UCTEKAIOIIYIO KPOBBIO.



ITocne aToro oHa crajaa OTYEro-To CUMTATHCS M3rOEM B KJIacce
BooO1e. C Hell ObUIO CTBHITHO pa3roBapvBath, € ObLIO HEJIOB-
KO MOMOTaTh, ¥ MO30POM OBUIO JJae MPOCTO MPOXOAUTH MUMO
He€. Kak Oynro oHa Obuia 3apa3Hoit 1 6onbHOU. K ropiy KoMkom
MYUHTENBHO MOACTYNAJIO YyBCTBO Jocansl. Kak Oyaro oHa Obl-
Jla BUHOBATA Mepej BCeMH, YTo kuiia Ha ceete. [lopou, mpoxons
MHMO JIPYTHX, OHa U caMa OLIyIIaja, Kak MOsBJSIETCS YyBCTBO
ropeuu BO pTYy.

JIérkoe 3ankanue okazanock Tpareauen e€ xkusau. Kak 6yaro
camo €€ PUCYTCTBUE BCEr[la HATOMUHAJIO CBEPCTHUKAM O TOM,
YTO JKM3Hb XPAHUT B ceOe U HEUTO MEpP3KOe, HelTPUIMIHOE, JI0-
CTOMHOE TMPe3peHHusl, Yero Hajao ObLJI0 BCeMU CUJIaMH M30erarh.
Huke ka3anoch, 4to 310 ObUIA OHA, YTO OHA OTUYACTH 3aCITyKH1BA-
€T 9TOTO OCYKJIEHHSI CBOMM O€3BOJIbHBIM, MSATKUM XapaKTePOM.
E€ xapaktep Obul pa3MsrIIMM, Kak OBOIIl, Pa3BapeHHBIA B KU-
MATKe, a U cama OHa ObLIa, MOXaTyH, MOX0Ka Ha OBOIII.

Ei1 6110 TOPBKO OT TOTO, YTO OHA CYIIECTBOBAJIA.

Kazanocs, Bce Jiou Ha 3eMJie CTOPOHUJIKCH €€, Kak Oy/ITo OHa
ObL1a OOJIbHA TTPOKA30MA.

Ho cnomarts €€ um 0bu10 Masto. ITomaBuB e€, OHM HayasIu 3a-
MM PaTh CBOIO JKEPTBY Ha BECh JIEHb B IOJIBAJI CTAPOTO 3a0POITICH-
HOTO 70Ma, W TyraTh e€, 4roObl OHa Kpuyayia. E€ uCTONIHBIN
BOIUIb JIOCTABJIST UM YJIOBOJILCTBUE. A OJIMH U3 CaMbIX KECTOKHUX
MOJPOCTKOB, POMaH, KOTOpBIN B CBOU I1IECTHA/ILIATh YKE COCTO-
ST Ha YYETE Y TIOULIENCKUX, IIPUBOJIOK OTKYJA-TO KYCOK OCTPOi
MPOBOJIOKM C HIMIAMM U MPEJIOKUI CBA3ATh €€ U IMIOCMOTPETb,



q1o Oyzer.

N onu e€ He noxasienn. OH U el€ HECKOJIbKO IIKOJIbHUKOB
(cpenu KOTOpBIX psioM Obuta 1 MHra) Tyro nepeBsizaim e€ pyku
KOJTI0Yel MPOBOJIOKOMA. .. [IoToM OH 6ui e€, oHa MOMHMIIA, Kak
OH OWJI €€, — a JaJibllie ToTepsijla CO3HaHWe. BuaumMo, oHM TI0-
TOM XOTEJIU ¥ yOUTh AEBYIIKY, UM HUYETrO U He OCTaBaJIoCh, Be/b
HY)KHO OBUIO CIeJIaTh TaK, YTOObI 00 9TOM HUKTO HE y3HAJ U UTO-
Obl UM HUYero 3a 3To He Obuto. Ho Beponuke ynanoch mo3Bathb
Ha TOMOIITb: CTYYaliHO TMPOXOMAIIAS MUMO 3a0POIIIEHHOTO JIOMa
JKEHILMHA YCJIbIIIANA KPHK.

WX mpuroBopuiIM K UCIPaBUTEIbHBIM PadOTaM B KOJIOHUHU.
Tonbko Beponuke He crano jerve. He 3Hana oHa, 4To co BceM
9TUM Jienath, ¥ Tenepb. OHa Bceraa Hocula 3To ¢ coOoM, U ITa
cepAeyHas paHa, KOTopasi, B OTJIMYMU OT TEJIECHBIX paH, HE 3a-
TATUBAETCS M HE 32KMBAET, HE JaBasa er nokosi. Hukorna.

VBan BanepbeBud Bce AHU MPOBOAMI Ha padoTe, ObLI TPYI-
HBIC BpEMEHA U MHa4Ye MM Heuyero ObLIo Obl eCTh, — U OCOOCHHO
HE MOT' YBUJETh HUKYAA HE yxonsmen pansl. Kotopyio neBouka
CTapaTesibHO TpsTaia nojajiblie ot goaerd. OHa CIMIIKOM PaHO
TMIOHSJIA, YTO JOBEPATh HUKOMY HEJIb3sl.
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