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A. Cepnenra. «CMepTb — TOJILKO HAYAJIO»

I'maBa 1

Ckaro npuIoch JIETeTh C IPYroro KOHUa cBera — u3 ®paHuuu, rie 3actajo ero nocjaHue
Jioka. OH 1axe He CMEHWJ OIEKIY, YU C CepellMHbl Ipecc-KOH(EPEeHIIUY, Kyaa eMy MPUHECI
tenerpammy. [IpocTo Bhilesn yepes Bpaliaimecs ABepH 31aHns1 <k AHTEHH-2», CeJl B CBOW JIMMY3UH
U npuKasaji Be3tu ero B asponopt apnsa ne T'omns, roe yxe oxujgan, myMms MOTOPaMu, €ro 1epco-
HaJIbHBIN caMoET. MIHOoraa, 4ToOB! MalllMHa He MPOCTAaNBajia, OH OAKMBAJ CAMOJIET TOCCITYKaIM
BBICOKOT'O paHra, HO ceiiyac eMy MoBe3io. MeHblIle YeM uepe3 BaAlaTh MUHYT cepeOpucTas MTula
noaHsuiack Haj [lapuikeM M B3sj1a Kypc Ha OCTpPOB.

Kak Ckaii Hu cniemwl, OH e/iBa ycIiesl Ha IOXOPOHBI CECTPBI, PpaclopsiKaJCs XOAO0M KOTOPBIX
ok OpHyHr. Pactonkas Tojmmy MyXK4MH M KEHIIMH B YEPHBIX KOCTIOMax — B OCHOBHOM, Apy3eu
[Manombr, Ckaii 3amMep y Kpast MOTHIIBI, B KOTOPYIO MEJICHHO OITyCKAJICSI POCKOITHBIH, IOpOroi rpod
u3 ny0a, 3aK0I0YeHHBIH Harmyxo. Koria MexaHn3M OCTaHOBHMIICS, Ha KPBIIIKY rpo0a MOJeTesH [IBETHI
BIIEpEMENIKY ¢ KOMKaMu 3eMJiu. [py3bs Ilanomel YuaneH, oraaBas MOCIEOHION AaHb €€ MaMsTH,
cTapartesibHO OOXOIMIM CTPAITHYIO B CBOEH HETIOIBUKHOCTU (PUrypy €€ HeJTIoIMMOro, 3arajiouHoro
Opara. Ckail Momya CTosi1, Isiisl BIyOb; IJOK cTapajicsi He OTXOAUTb OT HEro, Onacasich, 4To TOT
OpocHTCs BHU3, CTPEMSICh IPUCOSAUHUTLCS K CBoel oboskaemoit [Tanome. [laxe HeBecTa He 03Ha4Yasa
s Ckast Tak MHOTO, Kak cectpa. Jlyania Obuta poCTo CpecTBOM MPOIUTUTh €ro POl — a He OHa,
tak apyras. Ho [asoma. .. [lasoma Oblia eIMHCTBEHHOH Ha 3eMJIe.

VY4acTHUKM 1IepEeMOHUM TIOTUXOHBKY Pa3oILINCh, HE COOMPAsCh Pa3aessiTh TOpeUub yTPaThl C
Yunnenom. OH He 0O UX, ObUT PEBHUB, CJIOBHO JIIOOOBHHK — IIOTOBAPHBAJIH, YTO TaK OHO U €CTh, 1
BCIO XM3Hb CTapajcs aepxarb [1agomy B momectbe, mpu cede. HeyaueuTenbHO, 4TO OHA OT Hero yoe-
raja. OHu coOepyTcs Mo3ke, B Kabauke Ha 3araiHOi CTOPOHe OCTpoBa DcMepaiibia, B [Tasoma-Cutu
— CTOJIMIIE OCTPOBA U €AMHCTBEHHOM ropojie Ha HEM. CobepyTcs Bce BMeCTe M IIOMSHYT «CyMacIiie/i-
nryio [lanomy» OfHOM U3 TeX BEYEPHHOK «II0 MOJTHOM MporpamMes, 4To OHa Tak Jioowna. 1 6ymyT
HApKOTUKM, Y CTPUIITU3, U 3allpEILEHHBIE Ha OCTPOBE (hefiepBEPKU. AJIKOTOJIb MOJbETCS pekou... U
MYCTh XUTETU DCMepasIbabl OAYMAIOT, YTO Y MPUE3KUX OYepeaHor mpa3aHuK. [lamoma Obuta Obl
pana ymepersb Tak. TONbKO OHM, €€ Opy3bs, HOHUMaIX Ayury ITasomsrt. ..

A Ckaii PoBep YuaneH Bc€ CTOsUT Ha KOJICHSIX Y MOTHIIBI CECTPHI M PhIJAJI, Kak peOEHOK, a
MIOTOM pblyal, OyATO AUKUM 3BEPb:

— IManoma, kak eI MorJIa, [Taoma?! 1 xe mobwi Teds... Kak Tol mocMena, IpsiHb. . .

I'naBa 2

— Ckait, s1 He MOT JIaJibllie TSHYTh ¢ perieHueM. [lanomy cieaoBaso NoXOpOHUTS.

— 4 roBopu, 10K, HE O TOM, U Thl 3TO MOHMMaellb. Kak Thl MO3BOIWII UM, 3TUM MSICHUKAM,
paszenuTh €€ Ha KyCOUYKM U pa3ociaTh BO Bce KOHLBI Mupa?! Tel 3Haelb, yTo oTHbIHE Ayie [Tanomel
He OyJeT TOKOS. ..

— W3Bunu, Ckaid, 9to Tebe mpoTUBOpedy, HO JyMalo, 4TO HMEeHHO Temnephb [lamoma oOpeTer
MOKOM. £ Bezib ObLI C HElo JI0 MOCIETHUX MUHYT, 51 CIIbIal e€ cinoa. OHa jxajiesia 0 TOM, 4TO pacTpa-
THJIa CBOIO KM3Hb TIOHAIIPACHY. A MMOTOM MOMPOCHJIA CMACTH KOro-HUOyb 3a e€ cu€t. U e€ agBokar
rpuexas cpasy ke — ¢ IMCbMEHHBIM Pa3pellieHNeM Ha TPAHCIUIAHTALMIO OPTraHOB. XUPYPru cKa3aiu
— ceiyac WM HUKOT/A.

— Monogas uauotka, — Ckaii OTBEpHYJICS, 3aKpbIB pyKamu Jiuiio. Cepjlie ero npeBpaTuioch
B OIPOMHYIO KpoBOTOUalIylo paHy. — OHa Obuta 111 MeHst BceM, IIIoK, a s1 He ycren eé cnacTtu. 51
CHOBA, KaK Bcerja, ObLT JaJIeKO, Jiesiasi 3TU MPOKJISATHIE JeHbIN. [Ja KoMy OHM Tereph HyKHbI, KOTAa
e€ HeT psijiom!..

— Hammmm getsim, JTIOOMMBIA, — MPOBOPKOBAJIA OCIIETIUTENTbHAST OJIOHAMHKA C TIOPOTa.

ok OpHYHI' HEBOJIBHO B3JEPHYJ T'OJIOBY M TYT K€ 3aKpbUI I1a3a, JAEACTBUTEIBHO OIAcasiCh
notepsTh 3penue. Ceronus Jlyamna Hut Obuta Best B cepeOpsiHOM, O Tpaype B IoMe HAalTOMUHAJT TOJIBKO
4YEpHBIN OAHT Ha e€ JIeBoM Tutede. [IJTMHHbIE Cephru 3aeBaJH KECTKUI BOPOT CepeOPSTHOTO KOCTIOMA,
KaOJTy4KH Ha CUSIIONIMX TY(ISX 3BOHKO MOCTYKUBATH. Bonocs! Jlyaibl ObUIM BHIKPAILIEHBI C YYETOM
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A. Cepnenra. «CMepTb — TOJILKO HAYAJIO»

0OCTOSITEILCTB ¥ HATIOMUHAJIM JJOPOXKKY VTSI TIEIIEX00B Yepe3 MPoe3Kylo YacTh: Mosoca uépHas,
rosioca cepeOpsiHast. YMoMm Jlyaia He BbIACIANIACH, 9TO TOJNBKO MOMEIIAI0 Obl €€ YMEHHIO TIPUCTIO-
caOmuBaThCs. 3aTo JKEHIIMHA 3HaJIa, YTO €€ BHEITHOCTh CBOIUT MYK4UMH ¢ yMa. OHa IeHCTBUTETEHO
Obl1a mpekpacHa, u ok OpHYHT He OHUMAJI, ToYeMy Ipu Buje OnucrarenbHou JIysmisl y Hero
BO3HMKAJIa TOJIKO OJIHA MBIC/Ib — 9TA KEHIIIHA €My He TI0 Cpe/ICTBaM. .. BO3MOXHO, Tak cpabaThiBa
€ro MUHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHEHUSI.

— Hetsam? — Ckaii 37100HO OCKaJIUJICS, TIOBOPAYMBASICh BMECTE CO CTYJIOM K CBOEH MPEKPaCHON
HeBecTe. — YTO-TO Thl, MOS1 1I0pOrasi, He TOPOIUIIIBCS MHE UX MTOAAPUTH.

— YTo-TO THI HE TOPOIUIIIbCS B3ATh MeHs1 B k€HbI, Ckail PoBep Yunuen! — xkeéctko mapupo-
Basa Jlyamna. OHa cena Ge3 mpuriiaieHusi, TOHUMasi, 9TO MOXKET ero U He JOXAaThes. — Bripouem,
KOHEYHO, ceiiuac He BpeMsl JIsl pa3roBopoB o cBaawoOe. benHsokka [anoma. .. s oyeHs modwia eé, —
Jlysnna e conrana. OHu Obutn oApyramu ¢ [lanomoit YujjieH, 4acTeHbKO BMECTe Pa3BIICKAJIUCH.
[Manoma npencrasuna Jlyamty cBoemy Opary, HOCTOSIHHO MOATAJIKMBAS €ro K skeHUThOe. OHa XOpOIIIo
3Hasa, yTo CKail HM B 4€M He MOXET OTKa3aTh ed. A Oymyllee MOAPYrH CJIef0Bajo 00eCHeUnTh.
Tosnbko cBepx3ansTocTb Ckasi criacana ero. Tenepb OH MPOKJIMHAI ce0s 32 TO, YTO HE CMOT JJOCTABUTh
CecTpe 3Ty MOCJIEIHIO PaIoCTh B €€ KOPOTKOM KuU3HU. OH BHIMOIHUT BOJIO [1aoMbl U KeHUTCS Ha
Jlyanne, Kak TOJIBKO OKOHYMTCS Tpayp 1o cectpe. U mycts nopoi Jlyasia HEeBBIHOCUMO pa3/ipakaeTt
€ro CBOMM JIETKOMBICJIMEM Y BHYTPEHHEN IMyCTOTOM, CBOE HECKPBHIBAEMOW KaXk 10U JIEHeT — Kakasi
pazuuna? Tak xorena I[anoma, a oHa He moxenana Obl JypHOro 1Jis Opara. . .

— Hpyxuie, — [IIOK BHIIJIAIEN UICKPEHHE OTOPYEHHBIM, — 5 3HAI0, YTO yTpaTa TBos Tsukesna. Ho
Tl MeHsI OeCITOKOUIIb BCE Oobiiie. HOUbBIO 51 OMSATH CIBIIIAN ATk B TBOEH criajibHe. [louemy Thl He
CIUIIIb ?

Jluio Ckas BeITIsiAENO To-HacTosmeMy aukuM. OH emé 6osee MoXyaes 3a MpoIIe/Ie TPy
HeJeNu, 00pOC I'yCTOH IETUHOW, UMEIOIIEH HeyXOKEeHHBIN BU/I, IPOHUIIATE/ILHBIC I71a3a BOCHAIMIIUCH
Y TIOKPaCHEJIH.

— 41 kKoHuYeHBI YesioBeK, [{I0K, — B OTBET Ha 3a00Ty OH TOJBKO MaxHY/I pykoi. — Mue 0e3
[Tanombl KUTH HE3aUEM.

— Jla KaK THI MOXeIIlb TaKoe. . .

— OHa ToXxe Tak cuuTaet, — npepsai Ckail BO3MYyIlIEHUE KOMITAHbOHA.

— Omna? Kro ona? — JIjok onemmi.

— [Nanoma, — kak MaJIeHbKOMY peOEHKY, MmosicHUT 60cc. — OHa MHE CHUTCS, KaK TOJIBKO 3aKPbI-
Balo I71a3a. U ynpekaeT B CBOel CMepTH.

ok OpHYHI' MBICJIEHHO 3aCTOHAJI.

— Yeépr nodepu, Ckait, 310 TBOS (paHTa3Ms1, TBOU MBICIH, a He e€! Thl BRIIyMaJl, YTO BUHOBAT
BO BCEM, U Terepb HaMepPeH U3BeCTH ceOst ITOM MHUMOI BUHOM.

— Ho s pefictButenbHO ObLT e€ orekyHoM! f moikeH ObLT OXpaHATh €€ U 3a00TUThCS, U
JIIOOUTb. . .

— A 10 THI He Moo e€, Ckaii! [la Bce BUIEIN, UYTO OHA JIs1 TeOs1 — €IMHCTBEHHAS 3BE3I0UKA
B OKoIlIke. Y He mbITaics. . .

— B Moux cHax oHa TOBOPUT MHE, YTO XOUeT MOTYyYUTh Ha3a/l CBOE Teso. 51 TOJKeH BBITIOTHUTD
eé poimo, oK.

XooHasi pemmMOoCTh BO B3I YUIeHa 00eCIOKOMIa KOMITAHbOHA.

— Ha 11 ¢ yma comén, Ckait Poep Yunuen! [anoma cama nana paspelieHre Ha TpaHCILIaH-
TalMIO €€ OPraHoB. ..

— Ona He mogymasia, 4To OHU MOTYT JIOCTaThCS HE JIOCTOMHBIM 3TOTO JIIO/ISIM.

— Omna u ceituac Tak He qymaer. OHa ymepia, nonumaenib? Ymepia! U uro, Tel coOupaenibest
IIPUHECTH B KEPTBY BCEX TEX, KOMY MMIUIAHTUPOBAJIM €€ OpraHbl?!
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— 41 ToNBbKO X0Uy BOCCTAaHOBHTH CIIpaBeIuBOCTh. UToOw! [asioma ycrokomnack. Beap 1o, uto
OHU CJIeJIaJiu C HEel, 3TO e YroJOBHOE MpecTyIuieHue ! ..

— A TO, 9TO COOMpAeIIbCs CAeIaTh Thl, — HET?

Ckait 06xBaT1 00eMMH pyKamMH TOJIOBY, Tpsiva JIMIO. BUCKK pa3phIBaIvCh OT HEBHIHOCUMOM
60mH.

— I'ocrionu, MoK, s He 3Hal0, He 3Hal0! Ho oHa He ocTaBiisieT MeHS B IOKOE.

— Moxert ObITh, 0OpaTUMCS K MCUXUATPY? — OCTOPOKHO MPEIIOKUI [JIoK.

OH BripaBe ObLT OKU/IaTh B3pbIBA B OTBET HA CBOIO IEP30CTh, HO CKall TOJIBKO YCTaJIO IIOCMOTPEN
Ha Hero.

— Kakoro uépra, [iok... Eciu g — cymaciieanmmvii, To MHE HUKaKoW MCUXUATp HE TIOMOXKET.
A ecmu Her, u [lanoma IeWCTBUTENBHO MBITAETCS BCTYNUTh CO MHOM B KOHTAaKT, TO CKOpee HyXeH
aKcTpaceHc. Thl Tak HEe cUUTAEIIIb?

— Hy Tak naBail momiieM u TOro, ¥ Jpyroro, — BEpHBIH Ipyr Bceraa OblT roToB moMoub. — Ho
4EpT MeHsI OOepH, eCiH 5 3HAI0, KTO UIMEHHO U3 HUX TeOe HyKEeH.

— W s we 3naio, ok, — Ckail oTBepHyJIcs, uiia rmasamu gortorpacduio [anomsr Yunnex, 1o
e€ cMepTH BCerja CTOSBINYIO B paMouke Hag KamMuHoM. Potorpaduu Ha MPUBBIYHOM MeECTe OMSTh
He okasayiock. He Bblpaxas HeynoBonbCTBUS, CKall OTKPbUI BEPXHUI SAIMK MUCbMEHHOIO CTOJIA.
CHMMOK Jiexan Tam JuioM BHU3. bpat I1amomsl JII0O0BHO IPOTEP CTEKJIO, MPEXAE YeM MOCTABUTD
otorpacduio Ha kamuHHYI0 10KYy. OH Je1aj1 3To B ABaUATh BTOPOU pa3 3a MpOLIe/IIee BpeMs.

— ITouemy TbI Bc€ Bpems youpaenis e€, [Jiok? OHa Be/lb yAUBUTEILHO KPACHBA. . .

— Ona 6bL1a KpacuBa, Ckail. OHa MbITaeTCs YIPaBIATh TOOOH U TIOC/IE CMEPTH.

— Hy, 10 *%e He Ooruns apeBHux nHAycoB Kanmu. OHa He TpeOyeT OT MeHsI KPOBaBbIX JKEPTB.

— Tsl B 3TOM yBepeH? A Kak e MOKHO Ha3BaTh TO, YTO Thl COOMPACIILCS CAeaTh C HEBUHHBIMU
JObMH, UMEBIIMMHU HECUACThE TIOTyIUTh Opransl [Tamombr?

— 1)1 HUX 9TO BesMyaiiiee cuactbe, [JI0K, — THXUM TOHOM, PeayNpesKAaI0IIM 00 OTIACHOCTH,
IIPOrOBOPUJI €r0 NapTHEP.

— 51 He cobuparoch y4acTBOBaTh BO BCEM 3TOM Oe3ymuu, — [{iok OpHYHT oTBepHYyJIcs. — 1 naxe
HE TO/IyMalo, KaK paHbllle, IPOBOAUThH PacCeIOBAaHUS IS TeOsI.

— 51 He mporry Te6s1 00 3TOM, — CKail KPUBO YJBIOHYJICA, HO JOOABUJI IPEKE, YeM KOMITAaHbOH
ycren o0pagoBaTkCs, 4TO 00CC OTKA3aJICsA OT B3IOPHOU uien. — S Bc€ caemnaio cam. DTo MOU 0T
niepen [Tasomori.

VYTpoM OH yreTes ¢ OCTpoBa DcMepaliba Ha TIOUCK JIIofIeH, Pa3/Ie/IUBIIUX MEXIY COOOM MOJIO-
noe, kpacuboe tesio [Tanomsl YuaaeH.

I'naBa 3

Mecro npencteus: Xenmcaenn, Hlormanggus.

Kepcren Urpeiin xaana.

Ona genana 3T0 KaXIblil JeHb, C TOTO CAMOTO MOMEHTa, Kak NMoMHMJIa ceOs. M oHa 3Hana,
YTO 3HAYMT KUTh B TSHKKOM PYTUHE TEKYIIIErO BpeMEHH, KOTia Kax/as MUHYTa, CEKyH/Ia TPOHN3aHa
OIIYIIEHUEM U OKMJAHUEM BBICIIEH LIeJIU, JOCTHYb KOTOPYIO OHA MOKa He JOCTOMHA.

Ona ncroBo Bepuia B bora, Ho Bor He cnenmn nomous ei. [leBymika He oryauBasiack. OHa
KaX[plil I€Hb HAUMHAJIA C TOXO0/1a B IIEPKOBb, IJie TOJOJTY CTOsIa BO3JIE PACHsTHsI, CMOTpesa Ha
JIMKY CBATHIX, HO HU O Y€M He MPOCHIIA, TOJIBKO THITATIACh HAUTU OTBET Ha JKT'yUUH BOMPOC: mouemy?
CesThIe MOJTYAIH, U, YTOOBI paciieBeIUTh X, KepcTeH mprHOCHIIa MOJAPKHU: BBIIIUTHIC TIOKPBIBAJIA,
PE3HbIE BEIHIIbI, KOTOPBIE OTJaBajla CBAIIEHHUKY, — MOACTABKY U 3aKJIaaKy it buOmim, noxoxue
Ha JIEPeBSIHHOE KPYKEeBO CBOE TOHYAKIIIEH pe3b0oi, MOAJIOKOTHUK, YTOOBI eMy OBbUIO YIOOHO YMTaTh
¢ kaeaps! mponoseau. Otenr JaBua Onarogapuit JoOpy0 U MUAJIYIO JEBYIIKY, HO Jake OH He MOT
OTBETHTH Ha BOMPOC, MoueMy bor HeB3/moOwm e€ emié 10 poxk/IeHHS.
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EnnucrBennas noapyra KepcreH yauBisainack NMbUIKOCTU €€ MOJIMTB U cujie Bepbl. «Kak Tbl
MoOeIIb cykuth EMy miocite Toro, uro OH caenan? OH ke COTBOPHT TeOs KaJIEKOU. . .»

BcenencrBue cBoero nedexra Keperen pocia criokoiHoW 1 TUXOH aeBovkoi. OHa He Oerana,
He IIymesa U He moOwia urpatk. Yarne Bcero ee 3actaBaiv 3a0UBILEHCS Tie-HUOYIb B YTOJNOK C
cepbhe3HO KHIKKON. Muccuc Urpeiin obokalia CBO0 eIMHCTBEHHYIO JOUKy. Erie mpu 6epeMeHHO-
cru Kpucren UrpeiiH 3Hana, 4to dyaec He ObIBaeT, HO HaJeslach Ha 4yJo. Y cepbe3HO OONBHOU
MaTepy He MOXKET POAUTHCS COBEPIIEHHO 3[J0POBbI peOeHOK. Bpaun mpemynpexaang, 4to JeBOYKa
MOJKET JIa)ke OTHSITh KU3Hb Y CBOer Matepu, HO KpucrteH 310 He ocTaHaBimBasio. [pyroro maHca y
Hee ObITh He MOrJIo. 11 GepeMeHHOCTh peliy He TpephiBath. JleBouKa poauiach MajJeHbKOM, clia-
6oii. Ee ¢ TpynoM oTkavasm u moce Jep:Kaji OUTH YeThipe Mecslia B cTepribHOM Ookce. Toraa ke
Bpa4M ¥ OOHAPYKWJIM y Hee OOJIe3Hb ee MaTepH.

Ortua cBoero KepcreH He 3Hana, OHA JKiJIa TOJIBKO ¢ MaTepblo. HefocTaTka B mogapkax oHa He
UCIIBITBIBAJIA, HO JKJIaJIa TOJIBKO OAHOTO. Takoro, KOTOPBIH MO3BOIMI Obl €1 CTaTh OOBIYHOM JAEBOY-
KO, JIEBYILIKOM, Oerath, He 00SICb yMepeTh B JIIOOYI0 MUHYTY, MeTh, UTPaTh U BIOONAThCS. [JokTOpa
o0emrany el 3TOT MoAapoK, U KepcreH cMUpeHHO Kaaja, He Tepsisl HaAEeK/Ibl C KaKIIM YXOISAIINM
IHEM poxaeHus. B KaHyH ABaqaTUABYXJIETUS €l TIO3BOHWIIM.

Kepcren nonyuusa cBoi moapok, HO Kakou 1eHOM !

Ceituac oHa ObUIa yXke IMOUYTH 37J0POBa, HO JOKTOP YOpPHECC Bce paBHO COBETOBAI €1 TTOOOJIbIIE
oTneIxaTh. 1M KepcTeH u 3aHMMAamach, MpOryJIMBasich BIOIb PEKU, KyMHasich B Jydax Ipe3aKar-
HOT'O, BCE ellle TeTUIoro CoJHIA. Bov OHa yXe He UCIBIThIBAJIA, Cepllle OMIOCh HETIPUBBIYHO Me/I-
JieHHO ¥ poBHO. To, YTO KakeTcsl He3aMeTHBIM HOpMaJIbHOMY 4esioBeky, st Kepcren Urpeitn Obu1o
yynoM. OHa BHOBb ¥ BHOBb IPHKKMMAJIA JIAIOHb K Tpyau, Onaronapst bora u 60sick TpoCHYThCS 0e3
CBOETO yIMBUTENHLHOTO Mofapka. OHa yxe Jooua ero.

[MouyscTBOBaB, uTO ycTana, KepcreH mprcena Ha OOJBIION HEOOTECAHHBI KaMeHb y Kpast
noporu. Bokpyr Hee paccTuianiach dyjiecHas 3ejieHas JIy)Kaika, OMyBaHUYMKH COrPEBATU B3IJISIT CBO-
VMU e ThIMU rosioBkamu. CKoJbKo ce0st moMHuIa, Keperen odosxana nmpupony. OHa He XoTesa KUTh
B OOJIBIIIUX TOPOJIAX, 3HAsI, UTO BCE PABHO OCTAHETCS TaM UyKOM, a BOT TOJIS, Jieca, MOPE U CKaJIbl He
MOTJI OTHOCUTBLCS K Hell BpaxaeOHo. Bo Bcem OHa ciibilalia rojioc Mambl, BUIesa €e MIJIOE JIUIIO. . .

I'ne-To Hexaneko, B HU3MHE 32 CITYCKOM 3aJiasiia codaka. MUHYTY CITyCTsI HAa BEpIIMHE TOPKH,
B HECKOJILKMX MeTpax oT KepcTeH MmosiBUIICS camblil TPeKpacHBIN 1ec, KOTOPOro OHa BUjIeNa B CBOEH
KU3HHU, TTePeTMBAIOIUICS Ha COJTHIIE 30JI0TOM UPJIaHICKUi ceTTep. HercToBo pasmMaxuBasi XBOCTOM,
OH KHMHYJICS K CUJISIIIIEH Ha KaMHe JIEBYIIIKE U, BCTAB Ha 3aTHKE JIallbl, IPUHSLICS 0OM3bIBATh TEILIHIM
SI3BIKOM €M JIUIIO.

— Ponnwm, 4t0 TH Tam BHITBOpsielib? POHHY, HElb3s1! — HABEPHOE, ITO OBUIO 3aKOHOMEPHO, UTO
BCJIE/I 32 0YApOBATEJIbHOW COOAKOUM M3-TIOM TOPBI, YyTh 3aIlbIXaBIINCh, BOHUK M CaAMbIi KPAaCHUBBIN
MyxunHa BeenenHoi. KepcTeH cousa BIofiHe €CTECTBEHHBIM, UTO Y MPEKPACHON COOAKU XO3MH TaK
ke xopoin codort. To Jin YepHbIe, TO JIM CHHUE I1a3a MYKYMHBI BCTPEBOKEHHO OJIECHYIIU, KOT/Ia OH
YBUJEJ, YeM 3aHUMAETCs ero Tiec. — POHHU, mpekpaTy HeMe/IJIeHHO !

[MomaxuBast XBOCTOM, TieC OTKA3aJICs MOAUYMHUTHCS ero koMaH ie. OH Tepcst TOJIOBOU O KOJICH!
CHJAIICH KEHIIUHBI C TAKUM YcepaueM, CJIOBHO HamepeBaJicsl BTepeTh ee B KaMeHb. Miu, Moxer
OBITh, OH CTpajiai oT 6;10x. KepcTeH ¢ ynbiOKol MoIoXkuiIa pyKy Ha TEeMHO-PBIKYIO CIIMHKY KpacaBlia
Ponnu.

— He BonHyi#iTech, st He 60I0Ch COOaK.

— Hy cnaBa Bory! — myxumnna B310XHY! ¢ oOneryeHreM. — OOBIYHO KEHIIMHBI HAYMHAIOT
BOIUThH Cpa3y, Kak TOJbKO POHHU MOAXOAWT K HUM. DTO BBIPAOOTAJIO Y HEro MPUBBIYKY HU30erarh
npoxoxux. He moHumaro, mouemy oH BooOIIe K BaM OPOCHIICS. . . — MY KUHMHA CJIeJIAJ ellle Mapy maroB
BIIepe/1, IPUIOKUIT PYKY KO JIOY, 3alUINAsCh OT CJCTSIIIUX ero JIydeil COJHIIA, U TONpPaBUJICS, C
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SIBHBIM Y/IOBOJIbCTBHEM TJISI[ISL HA TO, UYTO OTKPBLJIOCH ero B3opy. — Her, moxkanyii, nonumaro. Kak Bbl
MIPEKPACHHI. . .

Kepcren cmyiieHHO noTepeOuia KOHYMK OJHOW U3 CBOMX 30JIOTHCTHIX KOC.

— BboI cyiummikoM 106pbt Ko MHe. S camast 0OBIKHOBEHHAsl. DTO 0OCTAaHOBKA HABOJUT HA POMaH-
THUYECKUE. ..

— 51 OBl Tak HEe cKazaJ, — MOKavyaJl rOJIOBOW MYKUMHA. — BBl MO3BOIMTE MHE HEMHOTO MTOCHIIETh
y Balux HOr? A TO 51 HAUMHAIO 3aBUJOBATh POHHU. ..

[oHsIB, 0 KOM HIIET peyb, CETTEP BHOBb 3aBUJISLIT XBOCTOM, CTapaTe/IbHO BHUTU3bIBAs pyKH Kep-
CTEH.

— 3emuia xonmoHasi, — Keppu crierka yisioHynach. — Bel 3amMep3HeTe.

HesnakoMbIil My k4rHa OpOCHJT Ha TPaBY CBOIO KYPTKY U CeJl, He OTpbIBasi B3MJIsJa OT ee JIMIA.

— Bam yacto, HaBepHOE, TOBOPST, UTO BHI ITPEKPACHHI. . .

— CoBcem HuKoOraa, — KepcreH nokadasa rojgoBoii, BOIPEKU 3APaBOMY CMBICTY YBJI€YEHHas!
3TUM pa3roBopom. — Hekomy roBoputhb 3T0, — MOSICHWJIA OHA.

— A MyX? — HACTOWYMBBIN HE3HAKOMEIl U30THYI B yauBiIeHUM 6poBu. OHU ObUTH Y HEro Kpa-
crBOM (hOPMBI, TAKUE K€ TeMHBIE, KaK U JJTMHHBIE, CJIETKa BBIOIIMECS BOJIOCHL. — A KeHUX, APYT WK
BO3JTIOOJICHHBIH ?

— Y MeHs HeT HU TOTO, HU JIPYyroro, HU TpeThero. $1 coBepiiieHHO ofHa. PaHbIie MHe roBopuIia
TaKKe CJI0Ba Mama, HO OHa Be/lb ObLIa MPUCTPACTHA. .. A ceiiyac OHa yMepIia, — OIYCTHB IJla3a, OYeHb
TUXO 3aKOHYMJIA JIEBYIIKA.

Ho ne3nakomen ycnpiimas.

— Kak xaJib, — IOYTH MIEmoTOM OTO3BAJICS OH, M B €r0 COYYBCTBHHU HE MTPO3BYYAJIO HA TpaMMa
HerckpeHHOCTH. KepcTen Oblta eMy 3a 910 OarogapHa.

— MHorue xurtenu Xeamcaensia CYMTaly ee CTPaHHOM, IOTOMY YTO OHa HUKOTAA HE MpUIia-
I1ajia TocTeld B JIOM, He yCTparBajla BEUSpPUHOK, He YJaCTBOBAJIa BO BCAKMX IIIYMbIX KOHKypcax Ha
JIYYIYIO BHINIEYKY UM PO3BI... XOTS PO3bI B €€ Cajly BCe PaBHO ObLIM CaMBIMK JIYUIIUMH. Y Hee
ObLI0 OONbHOE ceprle. .. — KepcTeH mprikasia masiblibl K IIeKaM, TBITasiCh YHATH clie3bl. Kak riymo,
YTO OHA Pa30TKPOBEHHMYAJIACH C COBEPIIEHHO HEU3BECTHBIM €1 YEJIOBEKOM.

— Bui 31€ch %1BeTe, Aa? — My)KUMHA y €€ HOT MolIeBeInIcs, MeHss no3y. — HasepHoe, naBHO?

— CTOJBKO JIET, CKOJIbKO TIOMHIO ce0s1, — Kepcten GnietHo yibiOHynack. — 1 HUKOTa HUKY/Ia He
BbIE3XkaJa, JaXe B COCEIHUE ropona. S, MOXXHO cKa3aTb, OC/IEAHUI MPEICTaBUTE b BRIMUPAIOLLIETO
porna abCcOMOTHBIX MPOBUHIMATOK. OTHAX b1, [TPaBAa, 51 Jiexkasa B rocnuranie B MIHBepHecce, HO BpsijL
JI1 3TO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh MOE3JKON B OOJBIION rOpof, K TOMY K€ s HIYero TaM He BHJEJa, Kpome
OOJILHUYHBIX CTEH.

— Yro ¢ BaMu CITy4nsIoCh?

— MHe penanu onepanyio, — MOTIAHIKA MOXaja TuieyaMy, U MYKYMHA TIOHSUI, 94TO OOJIbIie
HUYETo Ha 3Ty TEMY OHA HE CKaXkKeT.

— Bl Takas kpacuBasi. .. — BHOBb IOBTOPUJI OH, IJIsIIs1 HA COJTHIIE, 3aIlyTaBIIeecs B €€ BOJIocax. —
Kak xanb, 9to s mpuexai B XeJIMCcICHI HeHAI0/TO U TIO JiejiaM, a TO OBl. . .

— Kakwue nenma moryt ObiTh B XenMmcreisie? — UCKpeHHe YOUBWIAch JeBymika. — Emre mory
TMIOHSTh, IOYEMY 3/IECh XKUBY 51, XYI0XKHUK T10 JIEPEBY, WIN BCAKHAE MY3bIKAHTHI U JKUBOITUCIIBL. 3/1ECh
MIPEKPACHOE MECTO [JIsl OTIIEIbHUKOB U TBOpYECKUX HaTyp. Ho BbI — yesioBek Apyroro ckjiaja, 3To
Cpa3y TIOHATHO TIO BaleMy pTy u JiOy. Bel mparmartuk. ..

— Bo3moxHO, 51 — OU3HECMEH M cOOMpaloch KYMUTh 3[JaHUE€ MECTHOrO MyHMIUNaIuTeTa? —
HEYKJII0XKe MOIIYTHJI My’KUMHa B OTBeT. M TyT ke mepeBes1 pa3roBop Ha Apyryio temy. — Tak, 3Ha-
YWT, BBl BBIpe3aeTe BCSIKMeE 3a0aBHBIC BEIIHIIBI U3 AepeBa? DTO MHTEPECHO. XOTes Obl 51 Kak-HUOY/Ib
3arJIsTHYTh K BaM B TOCTHU U MOJII0OOBATHCS HA BAIHA U3JCIH. . .
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— YV MeHs He ObiBaeT OoJIblle ABYX-TpeX IITYK, — MOSICHIIIA eBYyIIKa. — f cpa3y Bc€ oTmpas-
nsiio0 B IHBepHecc Ha npofaxy. MiHaue MHe Oyaer He Ha 4To kuTh. 51 He pabortana, moka Gosena, u
HAKOMUJIUCH JOJITH 32 BpeMsl O0JIE3HH MaMHl. . .

— Ecim 51 yeM-TO MOTy MOMOYb BaM... — HE3HAKOMell 03a00ueHHOo npunofHsics. — Keraty,
MeHs 30ByT CKail.

— A g — Keppu, — AeByIIKa HEMHOTO I'pPYCTHO eMy YiIbiOHyaack. — Her, ciacn6o, momoIis MHe
He Hy)XHa. {1 coBepIIIeHHO He MPUBEPEJINBA, a Ha ey M HEOOXOIMMBbIE JIEKApCTBA JOCTATOYHO TOTO,
41O 5 3apadaThiBaio. .. Kakoe y Bac HEOOBIUHOE UMsI, — IEPEMEHMIIA OHA TeMY, O0SICh, UTO KPACHBBIH
HE3HAKOMEII CITIPOCUT, YeM OHa OOJIbHA, M Y3HAET, UTO OHA COBEPIIEHHO Oecrosie3Ha Kak KeHIIMHA. —
Heyxenu Bac Tak HazBanmu pogutenu, Ckai?

— Hy, Mos mMaTy1ka MorJia 1eibsIMu JHSIMH CMOTPETh Ha Toty0oe HeOo!*, — yeMeXHyJICS My K-
yrHa. — OHa TOBOPHIIA, YTO I71a3a y MeHsI ObUTH TAKUMHU ke TOTyObIMHU, TIOKA s ObLT MaleHbKiM. Ceii-
yac, MpaBo ke, He 3Hal0, B ACTIOPTe UX IIBET 3aMMCaH KaK «(PUOJIETOBBIN». A MOe O(pUILIUATBHOE UM
— Ckaiinep, Ckaitiep PoBep, — U3 npeioCTOPOKHOCTU OH HE Ha3BaJl MOCJEIHEr0 UMeHU. — TObKO
HUKTO U HUKOT/a He Ha3biBal MeHs1 CkailsiepoM. A BOT Ballle UMs — TUITMYHO IIOTIAH/ICKOE.

— Hagepnoe, — Keppu paccestHHO noTepeOuia TpaBUHKY, POOMBIIYIOCS COOKY OT KaMHs. — 5
Be/Ib MOTIaHKa. $1 Moo MO0 pOuHY .. .

— W BepeckoBblil Me? — MIYTJMBO 3aKOHUMII CTPOKOH 13 Oautansl CtuBeHcoHa Ckainep.

Keppu B oTBeT y/bIOHY 1aCh.

— Bbl MOMHHUTE — «M MYCTh CO MHOW YMpET MOsI CBsATasl TaiiHa...». Perent npurotoBieHus
BEPECKOBOT0 Me/ia IaBHO yTpaueH, Tenepb B Illotnan i neiot «Koka-komy». UTo 10 MeHsl, s TepreTh
ee He mory. [Ipeanounrtaio MoJOKO. .. Tak YTO Bl Bce-TakM HAMEPEBAETECh JieslaTh B XeIMCAEIIE,
mucrep PoBep? — BepHy/1ach OHa K MHTepecyloliel ee Teme. — M kak 1oniro Bel 3aech podyaere?

Ckail THXOHBKO B3JIOXHYJL

— Mucc Keppu, £... BuauTe 11, s aIBOKAT, — OH HE COBCEM IO PEIII TPOTUB UCTUHBI, B OU3-
Hece eMy NMPUXOAUIIOCH pelaTh U IpUIMYecKre BOMpochl. — [10 MOpyUYeHuIo KJIMeHTa s pa3bICKMBAIO
OJIHOTO 4YesioBeka. .. sxeHiuHy. Muccuc Kpucren Urpeiin. Bol ee 3Haete?

Kepcren B3aporHyna Bcem TeJIOM Tak CHIIBHO, UTO €/1Ba HE ynajia ¢ KaMHs. B oqHO MrHose-
HHE YeJIOBEeK, CHIAIIMN y ee HOT, CTaj e MOJ03PUTENIeH U JIaKe HECKOJIBKO HEeTIpUsITeH. 3aueM OH
pas3bICKUBAeT ee Mathb?

— 41 He mpenmnonarana, 4To aJBOKATCKHE KOHTOPHI ACHCTBYIOT TaK MO-JIIOOUTEIbCKH, — MTPOTO-
BOpHJIA OHA. — MHE Ka3aJIoCh, Bbl PacChlIaeTe 3ampochl B OpUIIMAIbHBIE OPTaHbl M BCE TAKOE. ..

— Hy... npuxonutcs 1eicTBOBaTh pa3HbIMU CIIOCOOAMH. .. — JIMXOPAJOYHO MOIBICKMBAs MTPaB-
JOTOOOHKI OTBET, TpodopMoTan Ckail. A Bellb ceiiyac OHa CIIPOCHT, YTO IMEHHO eMy TpeOyeTcs OT
stoit Kpucren Urpeiin, ¢ yxacom nousut od. Kakas BwenmmBas qeuoHka! C qByMs mpeaplayIuMu
peuunuentamu [1anoMel Takux mpoOsieM y Hero He BO3HUKaIO. 7Kajib, YTO OHM YMEpIH JI0 TOrO, KaK
OH ycHeJs 0 HUX J100paThCsl.

— 51 Beib TOJIBKO CIPOCHIL. .. — HA4aJl OMPaBAbIBAThCSI OH, HO JIEBYIIIKA YK€ BCTAJA.

— MHe nopa nomoi. Eciu 51 mpocTysKych, 3T0 MOXET 3aKOHYUTHCS AJ1s1 MEHsI OYeHb IU10X0. Wnu
XOpOIIIO, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, KAK CMOTPETh Ha 3TOT Bonpoc. CMepTh — 3TO MOKOH, a 5 TaK O HEM
MeuTalo, — OHa TIOTUIOTHEE 3aKyTaslach B TEILTYIO IaJIb M CJIETKa OTOIBUHYJIA BECEJIO 3aIphIraBIIero
BOKpYT Hee cerrepa. — [loxanyiicta, He TpOBOXKANTE MEHS.

— Bawm ne crout 60sThcst POHHU, — pactepsinHO noBTopui CKai, TOXe MOAHUMAsICh Ha HOTH.

— 51 cobak He Oo10Ch, — OTBETUIIa eMy BCE ToM ke (ppa3oit neymika. M yia no gopore BIOJIb
Oepera, a KenTas alb pa3BeBAIACH 32 ee IJIeYaMu, TTOX0Kasl Ha KPbUTbsl aHTreJIa.

— Boe, Kak ke oHa mpekpacHa! — ¢ 4yBcTBOM miporoBopwt Ckaii, oOpaiasick K CBoeMy Bep-
HoMy Ponanpay. Cobaka Toxke cMOTpeJia Bejie] HOBOM 3HAKOMOM, a TIOTOM TepeBesia B3IJIsiI Ha X03s-

! Sky (anrn.) — He60
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nHa, 1 CKar NoKa3aaoch, YTO Ha YMHEWIIIeH Mopjie ceTTepa ObUIO HAIMKMCAHO MOJTHOE OJOOPEHHe ero
CJIOBaM.

C camoro Havasia IOT/IAH/ICKOTO JTara cBoe esTenbHocTH CKail MOHUMAJT, YTO KaMITAaHUIO 110
yHuutoxenuio Kpucren Urpeiin 3a oiuH JeHb €My He TPOBEPHYTh, IOTOMY Cpasy IMoclie Ipre3/ia B
XeJMCIeHsT OH OTIpaBHJICS TOJBICKMBATh cede kuiibe. [IprurHa, o KOTOpOoii OH He BOCTIONB30BAJICS
yCIIyraMH HU OIHOTO M3 TPEX FOPOACKUX OTeNel, Oblila OMMHAKOBOM: TOPHUYHBIE B JIIOOOH TOUKE 3eM-
HOTO I1apa UMEI0T IPUCKOPOHYIO IPUBBIUKY COBATh HOC B Uyskue fena. A Ckail HUKOMM 00pa3oM He
XOTeJ1, YTOOBI BECh TOPOIOK 0OCYKAaJ €ro MaJIeHbKOE CBATHIIHIIE, YCTPOSHHOE B ITTyOMHE KOMHATHI
— OrpOMHBII MOPTHET [1aKOMBI C OCTOSIHHO TOPSIIMMY CBeYaMH Iepesl HUM. M, KOHeYHO, CUMBO-
JIMYECKUMU 3aMEHUTENISIMU TeX JacTed Tejla, KOTOphIe OHa yXKe ycriena MOoMy4YuTh Ha3aj Omaromapst
CMepTH JBYX peumnueHToB u3 Mcnanuu u Mapokko. Ha ouepeaun Obuia 3Ta momiaHaka.

Ho yxe k cepenune Hepemu Ckail MOHSII, YTO TOMYYUTh Kakue-TuO0 cBedeHus o KpucreHn
Wrpeiin ot sxuteneit XenamMcaenna He Tak-To mpocto. CTOMIIo eMy 3a/1aTh CBOM BOIIPOC, KaK y HETro TyT
e BCTPEUYHO MHTEPECOBATUCH: a 3aUeM, COOCTBEHHO TOBOps, eMy noHagoomnack Kpucren Urpeitn?
[Mocne npocitymmrBaHus KOPOTKOM JIET€H/1bl OOJIBITMHCTBO U3 HUX TMOCTYIAIM TIOJOOHO TOW JEBYIIKE
Ha Oepery 3ajiMBa — CMOTpPEJIM Ha «aJBOKaTa», Kak Ha IyCTOe MECTO, OTBOPAUMBAIIUCH U YXOIUIN
nipousb. [locne nsroro omnpormeHHoro Ckaii pelml HONbITaTh CYACTbsl B OPUIMAIbHBIX OpraHax.

OH CTONKHYJICS ¢ OTYASTHHO TOPOISIIMMCS KJIEPKOM U3 €IMHCTBEHHOT'O B TOPOJIE areHTCTBA 10
HEJBIKMMOCTH yKe Ha CTyIeHbKaX, KOTjia TOT 3alupal JBepb.

— Sl uHTEepecyl0Cch BO3MOKHOCTBIO CHSITh JKHJIbE B BaIlleM ropojie, — ObicTpo nporoBopuit Ckai,
O/IHOBPEMEHHO TPOTATUBAS KJIEPKY BU3UTHYIO KApPTOUKY COMUIHON (pupMbl 13 DauHOYypra, I0pUcT
KOTOPOH KOTI/Ia-TO Ha MpHeMe BJIOXWI ee B pyKy Ckasi. YUIeH CyHy/I KapTOUKy B KapMaH U 3a0bLT
0 HEeWl, a cefiyac BHOBb OUYEHb YIAYHO OOHAPYKII.

— Hy, s He 3Ha0... — KJIepK 03a00YEHHO MOKPYTHJ B PyKax KapTOUKy, 30J0Tble OyKBBI Ha
KOTOPO# SIBHO MIPOM3BEJM Ha Hero BrevyamieHue. — [lonnmaere, mucrep BaHc, s Tak crienty. MHe
MO3BOHUJIM, YTO KEHY TIOBE3JIM B OOJIBHUILY POKATb. . .

— Tonbko oauH Borpoc, — ycrokous ero CKail, — U 51 OTHYIILY Bac pafioBaThCsl MPUOABICHHUIO
B CEMENCTBE.

— HaBaiite, — KJIEpK ¢ 0Oler4YeHreM YJIbIOHYJICS.

— Ilonumaerte, st noroBopwics ¢ jeau no ¢amuauu WrpeilH, 9to oHa coacT MHE KWibe Ha
BpeMs. Ho s, onyx Tako#, motepsis1 6yMakKy ¢ ee TelneOHOM M aJpecoM, U Terephb He 3Halo, Kyaa
MHE UTH. ..

— CtpaHHO, — KJIepK OcMOTpe1 B He6o, 1 CKato Ha OfIUH yXKaCHBI MOMEHT TTOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH
TOXE ceiuac OOPOHUT IyCTSIKOBOE 3aMeYaHKe O MOrofie U YHIeT, — CTpaHHO. Bpose Okl OHa HUYero
HE YIIOMHHAJIA O KeJIAHWU CIaBaTh JAOM. $1 Obl 3aIIUTHII €e MHTEepECH!. .. BBl Tak He cuuTaere, MUCTEp
DBaHC? — KJIEPK TOUTH arpecCMBHO YCTaBUJICS HA COOECETHUKA.

Ckail mocrienmm 3aBepuTh, YTO HUIyTh HE COMHEBAETCS B JIEJIOBBIX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX MOJIOZIOTO
puentopa. ToT cierka yCnokOWiICs U cpa3y BCIIOMHWII O IIPUYMHE, 3ACTABUBIIEN €ro 3aKPbITh O(pUC
B cepeivHe paboyero JaHs.

— O 6oxe, JInz3u! — OH 3aTOPONTIIICS BHU3 TIO CTYTICHBKAM.

JloBeeHHBIN 10 OoTYasHUSA W 037100eHHbI CKall KPEernKo CXBAaTHII €ro C3aJv 3a MUKaK U
PSIBKHYJI B CAMOE YXO:

— Anpec!

Krepk mocmoTpesn Ha MyduTeNsi JUKUMHU TJIa3aMH.

— AcoH-poajt, 522, — BRIPBABIIUChH, OH JOOEKaT 10 MAJIOJUTPaKHOW MAITUHBI, TTPUTIAPKO-
BaHHOW BHM3Y, U yeXaJl, HU pa3y He OIJISTHYBIIHCh.

ToJBKO CITYCTSI TPY MUHYTHI YHIJIEH COOOPA3MII, YTO BU3UTKA SAMHOYPICKOroO aJBOKaTa OCTa-
nace y 3amurtHUKa uHTEpecoB K. Urpeiin. Hy, He nMeer 3HaueHus1, BOT IyCTh NIOTOM M pPa3bICKU-
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BaioT ['epOepra DBaHca u3 DauHOypra. Moxker, 3T0 Hay4YuT €ro He pa3gaBaTb CBOU KapTOUKU KOMY
nona’o. ..

Ckail Havya1 MeJIEHHO CITyCKaThCsl BHU3 IO CTyMeHbKaM. EMy ocTaBajiock TOJIBKO HaJlesIThCs,
YTO B MIOMpAaYeHUU PacCyJKa pHeJTOp He Ha3Basl eMy CBOEro coOcTBeHHOro ajpeca. Ho B Takom
ciayvae Ckail CMOXET OTBICKATh ero M youTts. [IpocTo 4toOsl oTBECTH AymIY. ..

Ha stot pa3 KepcreH yxe He ymuBHUIach, 3aMETHUB HECYIIETOCS €/ HABCTpeUy I10 3eJIeHOM TpaBe
30JIOTHCTO-pbIKero cerrepa. OHa JMIIb MOCTapagach YTUXOMUPUTH BocTOpr PoHHM 10 TOrO, Kak
cobaka MornbITaaach OCTABUTD OTIEYATKH MCTIAUYKAHHBIX TPSI3BIO JIall Ha ee OeNbIX IKMHCAX.

— Tak nenath HeNb3s1, — CEPAMTO MOMaxasia JeBYIIKA MaJbLIEM MIEpe]l CaMbIM HOCOM CeTTepa.

PoHHM cent Ha 3a/1HUE J1anbl U BHICYHYJT TIOUTH HATIOJIOBUHY PO30BBIH S3bIK. TsDKEINO /Abliia, OH
C MpeXHUM BocToproM cMoTpes Ha KepcreH. PaccmesiBivch, eByIIKa Moriaguia ero mno rojiose.

VY Keppu 3a Bclo ee U3Hb He OBUIO JIOMAITHUX XUBOTHBIX — JII0OAs aJUleprusi Morjia UMeTh
TsDKeJIbIe TIOCICJCTBHSI; U JIEBYIIIKAa He Oblla yBepeHa, uTo cTpajana oT 3toro. OHa He MoHUMasa
cama, 4To OOYIMIIO e Ha CIIeAYIONINIA IeHb TIOC/Ie BCTPEUH C KpacaBIIeM CETTEPOM 3aiTH B MECTHBIN
300MarasuH, CIy4ailHO MPOXO/si MUMO, M KYITUTh YIIAaKOBKY IMOMYJISIPHOTO CyXOro KOpMa Jist COOaK.
A moTom JBa AHS TOIPSII, BBIXO/AS Ha BeUepHHE MPOTYJIKH, KJIAaCTh FOPCTh 3TOr0 KOpMa B KapMaH
*kakera. Ha rmonb3y ozexae 3To sBHO He MUIO. ..

— Tebe upaButcs? — ¢ BocTroprom mnporoBopuia KepcreH, isias, Kak pa3HOLBETHBIE CyXue
KYCOYKH OJIMH 32 JPYT'UM HUCYe3al0T B IPUOTKPHITOM MacTu coOaku. POHHM OTYastHHO BEpTEJ XBOCTOM
B 3HaK OJJOOpeHHMS.

Ha paccrosinnu noyyBCTBOBaB HapyIlleHHE MPaBUII, 3aTBEPKEHHBIX COOAKOW BO BpeMsl Jipec-
CypHl, X0351uH PoHabIa MosIBUJICS HAa IOIbEME XOJIMa, He YCIIeJIO MPONTH M MUHYTHI.

— PoH! — HU3KKM KOJIIOYMM TOJIOCOM MTPOTOBOPHJI OH.

Cobaka 3aayMuUMBO TMOCMOTpENIa B CTOPOHY MPHUOPEKHBIX KYCTAPHUKOB, HACTYIUB TPABOM
JIarou Ha yMaBIIMKM KYCOYeK KOpMa.

Keppu vicnyranHO BBIPSAMIIACH.

— Panu Bora, npoctute mens1, muctep Posep. [Toxoxe, s mopdy Bamry coOaky... HO OH TaKON
MUJIBIH, — HE yAEPXKaBIIUCh, JOOABIIIA OHA.

Barsan Ckas HemenieHHO noteruien. JIloOoi XO3sIMH He OCTAHETCs] PAaBHOAYIIIHBIM K MCKPEH-
HUM KOMITTMMEHTaM, CKa3aHHBIM B ajipec JIoOMMon codaku. K ToMy ke 3Ta rmoxpasia cieresna ¢ ryo
Keppu — feByliku, HAMOMUHABILIEH €My aHreJa.

— Mucc Keppu, — ¢ MakcMMaIbHOM yOeAUTETbHOCTBIO OTO3BAJICS OH, — 51 U CaM TPUHSIT Obl 13
BalllMX PyK HE TO YTO JIAKOMCTBO, HO JIaXe Yallly, HAIOJTHEHHYIO IIUKYTOM.

Emy noHpaBuiIoch, 4To MpocTas IeBYyIIKa U3 MOTIaHICKON TIyOWHKHU SIBHO ObLIA 3HAKOMA C
ucropueit Cokpara.

— Cpaercs MHe, 4TO ceiuac UKyTa — OoJbInast peakocTh. [Iporie Jo0ObITh [IMAaHUCTHIA KA.
U tpedyetcst ero MeHslIe.

Ckail OT Iy paccmesiycs.

— He kaxxnoe npenoxkeHne ciaeayeT HeMeAJIeHHO MPETBOPSITh B KU3Hb.

— He kaxnoe, — cornacuiach aeBymka. Ee ynpiOka cHavana corpena Ckasi, HOTOM IMPOHUKIIA
B caMoe cepille M OcJenuia — TaK 4TO MYyX4YMHa ObUI BBIHY)X/IEH NMPHUKPBITH I71a3a. Bonb cl10BHO
pBaHyJa TIIyOOKO BHYTPHU sKeJle3HbIMH KorTsiMu. to [Nasoma Yunnen nepecraBana ObITh HEHTPOM
Bcenennoii 1y1st 6ororBopuBIiero ee Opara. MpICib 0 TOM, KaKHe KPaCHBbIE IOy YHIIHCH OBl Y HETO OT
3TOM IOTIAHIKM JIeTH, 3acTaBuiia Ckailiepa MOIAaTHYThCS, U OH C pa3Maxy OIYCTHJICS HA TOT CaMblid
KaMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM TpH JHsI Ha3ajl BriepBble yBuaen Keppu. OH gaxe He 3HaN ee (hpaMUJIUM. ..

— Ckait, 4yto ¢ BaMu? — 3a0eCIOKOMIach JIeBYIIKa. — BHI. ..
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A. Cepnenra. «CMepTb — TOJILKO HAYAJIO»

Omna HeoXXUAaHHO 3aMoirdaiia, 1 CKai IToaHsUT Ha Hee 1a3a. JIMIo momIaHaKky ObUIO UCKAKEHO
cTpagaHueM, Oesble 3yOKH BITWIIMCH B HIKHIO TyOY, a J1aJloHb IPAaBOM PyKH OHA MPUKUMaa K Tpyau
4yTb BbIIIE 0OnacTy cepaia. [IoHsB, YTO BO3HUKIIM MPOOIEeMBbl, YUIJIEH BCKOUMIL

— Keppu! — B351B IeBy11IKY 32 pyKHU MOBBIIIIE JIOKTEN, OH OCTOPOXKHO, CJIOBHO MMeSI JIEJI0 C APSIX-
JICIOIIAM TapPAJTUTHKOM, TTIOMOT €1 OIyCTUTHCS Ha OTIIOJIMPOBAHHYIO BETPAMH TOBEPXHOCTh KAMHSI.

['y6b1 geBymky noodeseny.

— ¥V MeHs... apuTMus, — BbIJIaBIJIa OHA CKBO3b CKaTble 3yObl. — Ceivac. .. BCE MpOMeT. . .

Ckail mpojioKan Jiepkarh ee 3a pyKy, IbITasiCh BCIOMHUTh HOMEP SKCTPEHHOU MOMOIIH B
Motnanauu. CoToBbIi TenedoH — Kak pa3 1yisl MOJAOOHBIX CITyyaeB — JieKal B KApMaHe ero KypTKH.
Ho cniyctst Tpr MUHYTHI 3€JIeHOBATO-0JIEAHOE JIMILIO IEBYIIIKM HEMHOT'O TIOPO30BEJIO, a I71a3a ee 3alie-
creni. OHa yOpasia JIaJIoHb OT TPyAX M HEMHOTO CMYIIICHHO B3MJIsiHY 1a Ha Ckaiinepa.

— IIpoctute... 51 He XOTeNa, YTOOB! BbI CTAHOBHJIMCH CBUJIETENIEM TaKUX CIICH.

— Koneuno, BbI nipeanowy Obl yMepeTb B OIMHOYECTBE, — M3JIUIITHE PE3KO OTBETUJI BCE eIl
U3PSAAHO nepernyraHHblil Ckail.

JleByIiIka MoK pacHena, OIyCThIIa IJiasa.

— IIpocrure.

YuaneH ve oOpaTiil Ha ee U3BUHEHHSI HUKAKOTO BHUMAHHUSI.

— W uro, HM4Yero HeJb3d cAenaTh?

— Bpaun y:xe crnenanu Bc€, YTO MOIIM, — OYEHb TUXO OTO3BAJIACh AEBYIIKA. — Ternepp 310 mpo-
WCXOJUT PEJIKO, TOJIBKO KOT/IA 51 MCTIBITHIBAIO BHE3AITHBIE U CUJIbHBIE SMOLIUH.

— Taxk 310 M3-3a MeHsI? — mompauHer erne 6osbie CKai.

Kepcren orpurniats 31010 He craa:

— BBl BBIIIAEN TAKUM. .. UCITyTAHHBIM. . .

— W 6b1710 OT Yero, — 3aBopyUa MyK4nHa. — MHE MOKa3aJloch, YTO 51 TOTOB BIIOOMTHCS B Bac.

OH oxuan JIoO0ro BIPaKEeHUs ee I71a3, HO He YJIBIOKH, MOTHOM paIoCTHOTO HEIOBEPUSI.

— Uro Bei! Enle HU oviH MyX4rMHA He ObUI BIIOOJIEH B MeHs. B ToM cMbiciie, 4To S-TO He
MIPOTUB. .. — CIIOXBATHJIACh OYapoBaTesibHas MOTIaHAKa. CTapasch CKPBITh CMYIIIEHHE, OHA 3a7aja
BOIPOC. — A TIOUeMY 3Ta MBICJIb TaK CHJIBHO Bac Haryrasia?

Ckait PoBep YunieH noxupai ee OTKPOBEHHO TOJIOAHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— MHe, HaBepHOE, CTOUT paccKa3aTh HEMHOTO O cede. MHe 1BalaTh BOCEMb JIET, I He JKeHaT
1 JIO CUX TOp HE UCTIBITHIBAJ BIIOOJIEHHOCTH HU B OJHY KEHIIIMHY MUpa. S TOBOpIO O 1IeJIoM MHpe,
MIOTOMY UTO IO JieJIaM CBOero Ou3Heca ObIBaio Be3zie, KpoMme, HaBepHOe, APKTHUKY U AHTapKTUAbL. U
Ha KaXJI0M MEpONPUSTHH, HE MEHBIIIE CTa BEUEPOB B IO, 51 JJOJIKEH MOSIBJISATHCS C MPHUBJIEKATETbHOM
CIyTHHLIEH. BepuTte nim HeT, HO /17151 STOro MHE MPUXOAUTCS 0OpaIaThes B CITyKOBI 9CKOpTa. Y MEHs
MPOCTO HET TAKOTO KOJIMYECTBA 3HAKOMBIX JKEHCKOTO TOJIa. . .

— A movyeMy Bl HE KEHWJIMCh? — OECXUTPOCTHBIM T'OJIOCKOM 33/1ajia OUYeHb CJIOKHBIA BOIIPOC
Keppu.

Ckail mompauHeJi, BCOMHUB OKMAIONIYIO €r0 BO3BpAIlleHHUsI HA OCTPOB DcMmepaibia Jlyamny
Hur. TTouemy-To ceffuac MbICIb O BHITIOJIHEHUH MTPEACMEPTHOM BOJIM CECTPHI yKe He Ka3aiach CTOMb
6e3ycnoBHOM. JKeHnTthest Ha Jlyansie u My4dnThCsl BCIO KU3Hb, XOTs [lasome mo cyTu 31o OyzmeT yxe
Oe3pa3muHO?

— ¥ MeHsl yXOIuIIO TIOYTH BCE BpeMsl Ha BOCTIMTaHKe MJTajiiei cectpsl. [lorom nmorpedoBasuch
JeHBI'M Ha ee 0OyueHue, BHIBOJL B CBET, HapsAbl. Ml MHe mpHiuioch ux 3apadarsiBarh, — ynbiOka Ckast
MOKa3bIBaJIA, YTO €ro JIOOOBb K CECTPEe HUCKOJIBKO OT TPYJHBIX OOCTOSATENIHCTB HE MOMEPKJIA.

— Bara cectpa 1o/kHa OBITH CYACT/IMBA, UMesl Takoro Opata, — KepcreH HecMero yabiOHyIach
Ckaro.

I'maza muctepa PoBepa nmoutu noyepHesu ot BeIpakeHus: 00N, OTPa3UBIIErOCs B HUAX, & TOTOM
Y BCE JIMIIO CTAJIO YTPIOMBIM, YTOJIKM PTa CKOPOHO OMYCTHUJIMCh BHU3.
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A. Cepnenra. «CMepTb — TOJILKO HAYAJIO»

— Cecrpa ymepia OKoJI0 NOJIyrojia Ha3ajl, — OH HEMHOTO MoAnpaBmil Aaty cmeptu [lanomsl. —
[Moru6na B aBTOKaTacTpode.

Paznenss ero Tpareauio, TyObl IOTIAHAKY 33 JPOKAIIH.

— Kak yxacHo, 4ro I'ocriogp nnepBeIMy IPU3BIBAET JIYUIIHMX U3 HAC, — IIEMHYJIa OHa. — Kak Bary
CecTpy H...

Ckail TyT ke IPUIIOMHIJI KOPOTKOE YIIOMUHAHKE O €€ MaTepH.

— Ha, u Bamy mamy Toxe, mucc Keppu. Korma Bce mombIcabl v 3a00Thl COCPEeOTOUEHBI Ha
eIMHCTBEHHOM YeJIOBeKe, HeT HUYero OosibHee, YeM MOTePSTH ero.

OnycTuB rojoBbl, OHU B pa3JeJIeHHOM MOJTYaHUM KaKOe-TO BpeMsl IIOIPYCTUIIA O CBOMX yTpa-
tax. Y mepexutast 60Jb CTpaHHBIM 00pa3oM 0ObEMHUIIA UX.

— MHe ouens xopoino ¢ Bamu, mricc Keppu. Ho st He Xouy ObITh HABSI3UMBBIM, TIPUIJIAIIAS BAC
IIPOBECTU CO MHOM Beuep. K ToMy ke 3T0, BO3MOXHO, 1ypHO MOBJIMSET Ha Ballly PEyTaluIo, Be/Ib 5
yeny, Korja 3aKOHYY CBOM Jiejla B XeJIMCIIEHIE, a Bbl OCTAaHETECh. . .

— Bl cuacinBuMK, — B310xHYyJa KepcreH, — 4To MOxeTe npue3kaTh U ye3kaTb Tak JIETKO. A
sl HIYEro He BUJEesa B CBOEH KU3HU, KPOME 3TOT0 ropoja. ..

— MoxeT ObITh, BCE eme nepemeHuTcsi, — Ckail He ObLT MOKA HACTOJIBKO YBEPEH B CBOUX UYB-
CTBax, YTOOBI JaBaTh Kakue-To oOeranus. — A noka, mucc Keppu, — on mopan Kepcren pyky, momo-
rast eil MOAHATHCS C KaMHsI, — MOXKET, Bbl COCTABUTE MHE KOMIIAHUIO B MIPOTYJIKE BAOJb Oepera u s
CMOTY TTOKa3aTh BaM CHSATHII MHOI0 IoM? {1 Bcerna Oyay pan BUIETh Bac rOCThEW B HEM. ..

WNpnanackuii cerrep PoHHM BUJISLIT XBOCTOM, M30 BCEX CUJI IOATBEPAK1asl IPUIJIAILIEHUE CBOETO
XO35IMHA.

[NepByro 3aragounyio noceiky Kepcren Urpeiin oOHapykuia y mopora CBOero joma B ToHe-
nenbHUK. OHa coOupaach BHIATH B €aJl, YTOOBI MPOMOJIOTHh OCTABIIMECS HA MAMSTh O MAaTEPU PO3bI.
To nu KpacuBeHIye BEThl C U3YMHUTENILHBIM 3a1axOM JEUCTBUTEIBHO TOCKOBAJIM IO PyKaM MOKH-
HYBIIIEN X XO3SIMKH, TO JIM UX OfI0JIEBAIM BPEAUTEIU, HO Ha BTOPOM MecsIl rnocjie cMmeptu Kpucren
HavyaJM 3achixaTh U OE3BO3BPATHO 3aBsuM MyprypHble «bpennenne JInoe», n Kepcren ¢ Gonpimm
TPYIOM yIaBAJIOCh MOJJIEPKUBATH KPEMOBO-KENIThIE pO3bl B IIeHTpe caga. OHa mo0uia IIBETH U IIpU-
POy, HO HUKOTJa Ha caMOM JieJie He TIOHMMaJla, KaK MOXHO TPAaTHTh CTOJIbKO JAPArolieHHOrO Bpe-
MEHH Ha yxoJ 3a HuMu. Marus iepeBa TsHy/1a KepcreH k cebe 1 3aBopaxkuBaa, a paCTeHUsI MUCCUC
WrpeiiH aeHb 3a IHEM OCTaBAIMCh MPEJOCTaBIeHHBIMUA caMuM ceGe. Ho, MpocHyBIIHCH B TIOHE/IEITb-
HUK yTpoM, Kepcren UrpeitH TBepao pemmia HayaTh yTPO € IPOMOJIKU PO3.

Ona Haziena romy0oe XJIOMKOBOE IUIaThe, YJIOXKWIA AJMHHBIE BOJIOCH KOCAaMH Ha TOJIOBE H,
BOOPYKUBIIIMCh BCEMU HEOOXOAMMBIMU UHCTPYMEHTaMHU, PEIIUTEILHO OTKPbUIA JBEPh JOMA.

Kopo6ouka pazmMepom JecsTh Ha IeCATh CAHTUMETPOB, OOEpHYTasl B OJIECTAIIIYIO MOJAPOYHYIO
Oymary ¢ 6aHTOM, JOKHJAIACh €e BHIMAHHS HA KOBPUKE C IadJIbCKOW HAMUCHI0 « Mo 10M — TBOU
JOM», BBIIIUTOM, Kak 1 BCE B JoMme, pykamu KpucteH. Ee math He 0coOeHHO TIo0uIa 00IEeCTBEHHYIO
’KU3HB U BCE CBOE BpPeMsI TMOCBSAIIAJIA YKPAIIEHHIO I0Ma. [JoM 1 po3bl, U ITpeKpacHble HeXKHbIE BOCTIO-
MUHAHUS — BCE, UTO OCTaBWJIA B HacJieIcTBO cBoet nouepu Kpucren Urpeiin. U emie HoBoe ceptie.

OriszieB Ha BCAKUE CTydaid OKpecTHOCTH, Keppr mogHsIa KOpOOKY ¢ KOBPUKA M OCMOTpeia ee
O4YeHb BHUMATEJIbHO — COCEICTBO C MOCTOSTHHO Booloiel Mpinanauein He MpoXOauIo s MO TIaH/a-
1eB gapom. Kaprouku ormpaBuTesniss Ha KOpoOKe He ObUIO, HO BHYTPY HUYETo, MO KpalHen mepe,
SIBCTBEHHO HE THKaJo. XOTs ceiuac, Kaxercs, yxe u300penar OSCHIyMHYIO TUIACTHKOBYIO B3pbIB-
YaTky. ..

Tonbko TO, YTO MoACo3HaTeNbHO KepcTeH Obula TOTOBA K TUIOXOMY COAEPKAaHHIO TIOCHUIKH, U
CIIacyIo ee OT Cep/IEYHOro MPHUCTYIA, KOTOPBIN B €€ COCTOSTHUM HEMUHYEMO 3aKOHUMIICS Obl CMEPTHIO.
Ha erie To, yto KepcTeH He cpa3y MOHsIa CMBICI 3TOTO COAEPKUMOTO.

Her, BHyTpH He J1exano oTpyOJIeHHbIX YacTel YeJ0BeUeCKOro Tesla MK IBIIUISAT CO CBEPHYTOM
meeit. Tam gaxe He Obl10 GOMOBL. TONBKO MPO3pAUHbIA XPYCTATBHBIN 1Iap, BHYTPU KOTOPOTO OblIa
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3aKyIopeHa ropcTh TSIKENIOro ceporo rneria. M Manenbkast, rpy0o caenaHHas KykJjia — JEeBYIIKa B
HAIMOHAJIBHOM IIOT/IAH/ICKOM HapsiJie C MPUIIUTHIM Ha OfIEKIY B OONACTH IPYyIU KYCOUKOM IIIETKOBOM
KpacHo¥ TkaHu. HammmBka Toxe Oblia cienana HeyMeJIbIMHA pyKaMuy B n300paxaa cepite.

Kepcren 3aqyMmurBo MOKpyTHIIa B pyKax o0e BeIly, He COBCEM IMOHMMAsl, YTO OHM O3HAYAIOT.
Ha oGpatHoii cTopoHe I1apa oHa OOHApyXKWJIa MPUKJIEEHHYIO MOJIOCKY JIMITKOW OyMaru, Ha KOTOpOu
ObLJIO HallaparaHo KPUBBIMH OYKBaMH — Kak Oy/ITO NIMCAJIU YKe TIOBEPX Iapa WU MbITAJICS U3MEHUTD
MOYEPK YeJIOBEK, He MMEIOIINI HUKAKOTO HaBbIKa B 3TOM Jienie: «I1o [lanoma. OHa meptBa...». Ha
HOTe Y KYKJIBI OOJITasICS SIPJIbIUOK, U HAJIKCh HA HEM Mpojosikaia ¢pasy: «...a 31o Thl, Urpeiin. U
ThI ’KUBa. DTO HecrpaBeBo. Bepuu cepaie [Tanombr».

CnoBno oOxermmch, Kepcren yponmia ode BemuIpl 0OpaTHO B SIIIUK W OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro OT
ceOs1.

— T'agocts! TagocTh, — MpoOOpMOTaIa OHA yke Tuile. AmMyek NMOKAYHY/ICS Ha Kpal CToja
u ynaji. Bc€ ero cogepkumoe BHICHIIATIOCH Ha 101, U KepcTeH movyBCTBOBaIA, YTO HE MOKET OTBeE-
CTH OT KyKJIBI ¥ IIIapa I71a3. DTU IpeIMEThl CJIOBHO TMITHOTU3UPOBAII €€, 3aCTaBIssl cepiiie OuThCs
©0JIe3HEHHO HEPOBHO.

Bce myTku Ha cepreunblie Tembl Kepcren BooOIe BocripuHIMaa 0e3 IoMopa, a 9Ta K TOMY ke
ObU1a TypHOro ToHa. CIMIIKOM Majio MpOILIO BpeMeHH Tocie onepauui Keppu, civimkoM cBexa
ObL1a MaMsATh O TIPeKHen cnaboCTH, KOra JeByIIKa He MOIJIa C/IeNaTh JIMIIHETO I1ara U He HavaTb
3aJIbIXaThCsl, YTOOBI PA3rOBOPHI O CMEPTU He HaBoausM yxkac Ha Keppu. Her, He o cmepTH — 0 BO3-
MOXXHOCTH JIMIIUTBHCS €€ HOBOTO cepia. 1o Obuto noxysxke cMeptH it Keperen UrpeiiH.

Oo6xons cron, Keppu mouty HaCTynuIa Ha TOJIOBY yIaBIIed KyKJIbI, HO, BOBpEMs 3aMETHUB ee,
C BU3IOM OTJIEPHYJIA yKe 3aHeCeHHYI0 Hory. OcTaHOBUBIIMCEH, Keppu ¢ HeioyMeHreM pasriisiabiBajia
pa3dpocaHHbIE TIO MMOJTY TPEIMETHI — OHA yCIiena yxke 3a0bITh 00 MX cymecTBoBaHuu. Ho 3T0 He 3Ha-
YHJIO, YTO OHa cOOMpasach Maparh PyKH, onoupas ux ceiryac. KepcreH kakoe-1o BpeMst pa3ayMbl-
BaJa, MOKAYMBAsICh B3aJ U BIiEpe]l HA KOHUYMKAX MajbleB HOT, OOYTHIX B SIPKME OpaHXkeBble KPOC-
COBKH.

Hakonern ynaunbiii Beixos ObuT HaviieH. [IpraepkuBasi COBKOM MOAAPOYHBIN SIIIUK, BEHUKOM
Kepcren 3amena 00paTHO B HEro ObIBILIEe COAEPKUMOE U BCE ITO 3aTOJIKANA B CAMYIO CepeJHy HaOu-
TOro0 MyCOpHOro mnakera. [lomiepxuBasi BRIMPAIOLIHMIA TUIACTUKOBBI OOK KOJIEHOM, OHa C TPYIOM
3aTsiHYJIa CBEpXY 3aBSI3KM U MOBOJIOKJIa MEIOK K BbhIXOMy. HesicHbIe yrpo3bl TAMHCTBEHHOTO KOppe-
CIIOH/IEHTA HE OYEHb-TO €€ HaIlyrajd, XOTs B rojioBe, oka KepcreH paccmarprBaiia MpUMUTHBHYIO
KYyKJTy, OTKYJa-TO BCIUIBLIA HEMPUSTHBIC aCCOIMAINY C BYIY.

Bepnu cepmie IManomsr... CtpanHo, Kepcren Obiia yBepeHa, 4TO HMKOTA paHbIe HE CIIbl-
masa atoro umeHu. Ctost Ha mopore coocTBeHHOro goMa, Kepceren rimyooko 3agymanacs. [anoma. ..
Kaxercs1, mo-uTabssHCKU — T Ha OJJHOM M3 CXOJIHBIX SI3BIKOB — 9TO O3HavaeT "romyoka”. Ho Bpsi
3Ty MOCBUIKY €l TIPUCTIa MOMEIIaHHBI JTIOOUTEN b JIETKOKPBUIBIX MTHUI] — U3 TeX, KTO BEYHO BBICTY-
naet "u3 NpuHIMNA" POTHB JIIOOBIX BMEIIATEIbCTB B IIPUPO/LY, KaK KUBOTHYIO, TaK U YEJIOBEUECKYIO.
Ho niput 3TOM, Kak TOJIBKO YTO-TO CIYYaeTcsl y HEro caMoro, OH O€KHUT K BpayaM.

BeicTaBUB MeIIOK Ha AOPOTY, YTOOBI MAIIMHA MYCOPIIMUKOB 3a0paJia ero rmocje ooeaa, v cjerka
3aJIpIXasich OT 3aTpayeHHoro ycuus, Kepcren BepHynack B oM. [Iporiia Ha KyxHio, coOUpasich pu-
TOTOBHTH ceOe JaIky yast 0e3 koernHa, ocTasia YalHbIA MAKETHK . .. ¥ 3aMepIia HaJl CTOJIOM ¢ Oypiisi-
M YaiiHuKoM B pyke. Ha koxe Keppu BbicTynmIa XonoaHas UCiapuHa OT MOPa3UBIIIEH €€ MBICIH.
A g0, ecriu HemsBecTHas [lanoma Obita ee moHOpoMm? U Tereph KTO-TO U3 €e POACTBEHHHMKOB, HE
TIO/INMCABIINI COTTIACH S HA TPAHCIUIAHTAIIMIO, TIHITAETCS U3BECTH ee, cunTasi KepcreH cocperotourem
BCEX I'PEXOB COBPEMEHHOro Mupa. [leByiika HerpoMKo BbIpyrajgack. CKOTHHA. .. TOJIBKO 3TOU Mpo-
Onemsl eii erie U He xBatasio! Kto 3Haer, ynactcs u efl yOeauTh 3TOro HEHOPMaJIBHOTO, UTO Jake
LIEPKOBb YK€ pa3peliniia NogoOHbIe ONepaIiu. .. A eCJI OH TaK U He MOKaxkeTcs?

CrycTuBIINCh B MACTEPCKYI0, KepcTeH B3siia B pyKy KycOuek CBETIIOro OyKa, OArOTOBJIEHHOTO
eto i1 purypku Mucyca Xpucra. Peinrurnossslie TeMbl OCTaBAIMCh BCETAAa CAMBIMH JTIOOMMBIMH 1151
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Hee — Tak KepcTeH Mora cuutarh, 4To KOMIeHcupyeT bory ycuis, morpayeHHble Ha ee epepoik-
nenvie. ChenaB pa3MeTKy CHelMaIbHBIM KapaH/JAIlloM U OMYCTHUB Ha IJ1a3a OYKH, 3AIUIIAONIIe OT
JPEBECHBIX CTPYKEK, AEBYIIIKA 3aHeca Haj OyIyIM Mpou3BeIeHHeM UCKyccTBa pesell. [anoma. ..
MHTEPECHO, Kakasi oHa Oblia?

Peser cockonb3Hy 1 ocTaBuiI rTyOokmii el Ha nanbiiax Keperen. C mpoKIsiTbeM OTKHHYB
MHCTPYMEHT, IEBYIIIKA HCTEPUYECKH pa3pbliaiack. 3a UTo, 32 UTO KU3Hb Haka3bBaeT ee? OHa Bcero
JIVIITH XOTeJIa KUTh, ObITh MOJTHOIICHHBIM YeJIoBeKOM! 3aMeHa MUTPAJIbHOTO KJIaraHa IMoMOria Tpo-
IJITH ee KU3Hb XO0Ts Obl Ha 10-15 ner. B mpoTuBHOM ciiydyae y Hee He ObUIO HUKAKUX IIaHCOB
JOTSIHYTh M /IO BO3pacTa, B KOTOPOM ymepra ee coOcTBeHHast Math. Kprcren UrpeitH Takxke cTpa-
nasa 6one3nblo Yaraca, nepenas ee 1o HaceACTBY AOUEPH, U TIOUTH BCIO €€ KU3Hb HAXOIWJIACh MO
HaOmonenneM Bpadeit u3 LleHTpa cepneunsix 3a0oneBanmii B MlHBepHecce. AnTeuka B IoOMe MUCCHUC
Urpeiin Obl1a MoHA T1Y PETUKOB, OeTa-0I0KaTOPOB M aHTHAPUTMUYECKUX CPEACTB. MequKaMeHTO3-
HbIE CIIOCOOBI JICUEHHU ST CEPACYHON HETOCTATOUHOCTH TIO3BOJISTH YIYUIIIUTh COCTOSTHUE OOJIBHOTO, HO
HE pelaay npodiemMbl KapauHaiibHO, oaToMy U Kpucren, u Kepcren Urpeiin o0e cTosiii Ha ydete
CIIEIMAIMCTOB B OXKUIAHUH OTIepallvy 10 TpaHCIUIaHTaluK cepana. Ho cloxHOCTh cocTosiia B TOM,
YTO JOHOPCKHUX ceppell ObLIO He TaK YK MHOTO, a 3[J0pOBbe OOJbHBIX YXYAIIAIOCh C KQKABIM JHEM.
W xorma mokrop YopHecc MO3BOHMI, YTOOBI COOOLIMTH O BOBMOXKHOCTH CIIEJIaTh OJHY OIEpPaIHIo,
ME3K/1y MaTepbio ¥ JOUYEPhIo PUIILIOCH Aenath Beioop. Ero cnenana Kpucren. OHa naxe He cooOmmia
CBOEH JeBOYKE O TOM, 4TO BBIOOp ObUT Bo3MOxeH. [IpocTo coOpana Bemu KepcreH u oTBe3na ee B
rocnutanb. Y nmotom Haemania 104 B VIHBepHecce MoYTH KakIblid AeHb, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO €ro
OTHEJISI0 OT XenMceiia Oonee cra kKuiomeTpoB. Keppu rpodsia B rocnutalie OKOIo Mecsia Moj
HaOJTIOIeHneM Bpayvel, KOTOpble OIacajivich OTTOPKEHHS TKaHeH, MH(eKIMU 1 Bcero Ha ceete. Mx
CTpaxy He OMpaBJAIUCh — MoJiool opranu3M Kepcren UrpeitH ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO MPUHUMAT HOBYIO
*u3Hb. CHaOXeHHAas! TIOJAPOYHBIM HAaOOPOM JIEKApPCTB M CTPOTMMH YKa3aHMSIMU HACYET TUETHI, B
deppase Kepcren Obi1a otnymieHa jomont. Kpucren Urpeiin ymepia B Hauase anpens. Pacckas qok-
Topa YopHecca cpa3zy mnocie noxopoH KpucreH o xkepTBe, IpUHECEHHON MaTepbIo paiy I0UepH, II1y-
6oko motpsic Kepcren. OHa miiakasia, mpokJIMHaIa Hebeca, He JIaBIlve el BBIOOpa. .. HO MOCTENIeHHO
MpUHSsIA ¢ OIarofapHOCTHIO U OLIEHWJIa BEJMKUiA 1ap Matepu. Kpucren crana [isi Hee CBSTOM, MyCTh
JasKe sKuTeau XeaMceia J10 MOCIEIHEro THsI CYMTAIM ee CTPAHHOW U HeJTIOAMMON OTIIEIbHULIEH.

Kepcten pactepsiHHO ocMoTpesnia Ha KpOBb, Karalolnyio Ha CTol ¢ ee najbleB. Hy HeT, oHa He
TMO3BOJIUT KaKOMY-TO MJMOTY CBECTH Ha HET BCE, UTO chesajia s Hee Math! OHa pasbllieT ero...
B HapyxHyI0 1Bepb TPOMKO MOCTYYaJIM, ¥ CEPALEe IEBYIIKU UCITYTAaHHO TPENBIXHYJIOCh. A €Cli 3TO
OH...

— Mucc KepcreH, Bol foma? — qoHeccst 3HaKOMBIi rojioc [Ixerimu ['mnOepTa, BHIBO3UBIIIETO B
XenMcaeine Mycop.

C oGneruenuem nepeBe/s apixanue, Kepcren Berana.

— 4 yxe nay! — KpUKHyJIa B OTBET OHA, NOAHUMASCH 10 JIECTHULIE U3 MAaCTEPCKOW. 300pOBOM
PYKOW OHa MPUOTKpbUIA IBEPb. — 3ApaBCTBYH, [Jxeiimu. Uto-TO ciryumiocs?

[NapeHs HeNOBKO MepecTyna ¢ HOrM Ha HOTY, CMHUHAsI B OTPOMHOM JIaJOHH OefcO0IKY 1 n30e-
ras cMoTpetsh B m1a3a Kepcren.

— Tam Takoe neppbMOBOe JeJ10, MucC KepcTeH, yk U3BUHUTE MEHS. ..

— Ha, IxeiiMu? — nonbitasiack NonoOapUTh ero rogocoMm Keppwu, misias, Kak KpoBb Kamaer ¢
MOPE3aHHbIX MaIBIIEB HA KOBEP Y JIBEPU.

MycopiluK CyI0pOKHO B3AOXHYJL.

— HagepHoe, MaJbuMIIKM HANaKOCTWIM. Ball Memok Bech M3pe3aH, U MYCOp JIeKUT Kyden
npsiMo Ha fopore. He monOupats sxe MHe ero. ..

Kepcren oT HEOKMIAHHOCTH M HETOOBAHUSI TPOMKO BCKPUKHYIA. [[)KeMU MPUHSLT STOT 3BYK
32 BO3MYILIEHHE €T0 MPUXOIOM.
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— Mucc KepcreH, 51, KOHEYHO, MOTY, HO... — OH MOJHSUI IJ1a3a OT KOBPUKA Y JIBEPU, YBUJEI
KpoBb Ha pyke Kepcren u ucnyrancs emie 6onbine. — ['ocnonu Mucyce, 4To Takoe ¢ BaMu, MHCC
Kepcren?!

— INope3zanacek, — Keppu yabIOHYyIach €My TUIOTHO CKAaThIMK ryO0amu, — TOJIbKO uTO. Thl TIOTO-
KM, oxayicra, [xelimu, s ceifuac TOJBKO MEpeBsSKY PyKy W Bc€ Tam moadepy. HasepHoe, ThI
MpaB, 3TO MAJBbYUIIKK, KOMY XKe eIlle TaK Pa3BJeKaThCsl. ..

— Mucc Kepcren, naxe He nymaite! — [xeiimu ['undept BosmyTtuiics. — MHe, 4TO, TPYIHO
KyuKy Mycopa ropooparb? Tem Oosiee 4To y MEHs €CTh ClielMabHble TIepUaTKi. A BBI ellle 3apasy
KaKylo 3aHeceTe. . .

— JIxeiimu, ThI cBATOM, — Keppu cMoTpesna Ha Hero ¢ BocxuieHueM. — $1 Oyay yxkacHo Gnaro-
napHa. f TeGe ceiiuac HOBBII MEIIOK AaM. A TIOTOM IIPUXOMH, ST yroury Te0s yaeM mim «Koka-komou».
Ha ynune 4epToBCKM KapKo, Thl, HABEPHOE, YCTAl. ..

— Cnacu6o, mucc Kepcren, — [IxeiimMu cMyIIeHHO YIbIOHYIICS. — £ BCe ciesiaio 3a MsiTh MUHYT. . .

Bropas nmoceuika BCE B TOM ke MOJApOYHON Oymare MosiBUIach HECKOJIBKO JIHE CITyCTsI, KOraa
Kepcren yxe ycrokomsiack, XOTs ¥ ObUla YBEpeHa, YTO U3PE3aHHBIN MEIIOK ¢ MyCOpPOM ObUIT JeJIOM
PYK TOro e HepoOpoxkenaresns. [Ipomeniye B IOJIHOM CHOKONCTBUU YEThIpe AHS M € OCHO-
BaHME HAEAThCS, YTO HEHOPMAJIbHBIM IpeciieoBaTellb yexal BOCBOSICM, OrPaHMYMUBIIUCH BCETO
aByMs Beixozikamu. Ho, Bo3Bparasich ¢ BeuepHei MporyJiky, Ha KOTOpOW OHa onsITh Berperuia Crast
Porepa, KepcreH yxke B ecATH Iarax 3ameTuia KOpoOKy, MOKUIAIONIYIO ee Y nBepu. U mpuros-
HATOE HACTPOEHUE, BHI3BBAHHOE OTKPOBEHHBIMH YXaXKUBAHUSIMUA MOJIOJIOTO KpacaBlia, MOMEHTAILHO
UCTIApHIIOCh.

Kepcren 3acTpiia Ha caioBOH IOPOKKE, Pas3ryIsablBasi KOPOOKY C TAKUM BbIPaKEHUEM Ha JIHIIE,
CJIOBHO TMPUTAUBINYIOCS Y JBEPH 3MeI0. JIydIM BHIXOAOM, KOHEYHO, ObLIO Obl Cpa3y BHIKUHYTh STOT
"mozapok" B KOHTEHHEp 11 MycOpa, Jjake He paclakoBbiBas ero. Mim oTBEpHYyThCS U YUTH, Hajle-
SICh, YTO OH MICUYE3HET caM 1o ceOe. Ho Mo3BoMTh KaKOM-TO KOPOOKE BBITHATH ce0s U3 COOCTBEHHOTO
noma? KepcreH nocrana U3 HarpyIHOro KapMaiika onerzepa HHrajIsiTop ¢ aHTHAPUTMHUECKUM TIpe-
rapaToMm, He OTpbIBasi OT KOPOOKH B3MJIsAAa, Opbi3HYJIa cede B poT. Terneps oHa Oblia FOTOBA CPA3UTHCS
C 9TOM raJIoCThIO.

Hepxa kopoOKy AByMs majbliamu 3a OaHT, Kepcren MrpeiiH mosioxuia ee Ha caloByl0 CKa-
MEWKY, pelImB JJaxe He 3aHOCUTbH B oM. OCTOPOXKHO JIepHYJIa 3a KoHell OaHTa, a MOTOM, MTHOBEHHO
riepeyMaB ¥ CIIPABUBILIKCH CO CBOUM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM, PEIIMIA HE 3aIisbIBaTh BHYTPb, YTOOBI HE
paccrpauBatbcsi. [TogHsma KOpoOKy 3a OaHT M IIOHECIA 32 BOPOTA y4acTKa, YTOOBI cpa3y BHIOPOCUTD B
MYCOPHBII KOHTEeHEp, YCTAaHOBJICHHBIH Ha YJIUIIE B CTa IIarax ot ee yyacTka. Ho KopoOka BBICKOJIb3-
HyJIa U3 OCJa0JeHHbIX JICHT, YAapuiIach O JOPOKKY M pa3Balniach, CIeaB 3TO MEAJIEHHO W 3Jie-
ranTHO. Ha mbUThHOM JOPOKKE OCTasach JiekaTh MaJIeHbKast MOAYIIeYKa U3 aJloro IIesKa, CAeIaHHast
B (hopMe cepiilia ¥ OYeHb KPacHBasi, C BBIIIIUTON MOCEPEANHE KEITHIMU HUTKaMU roiTyOkoi. HeoObIk-
HOBEHHAs1 KpacoTa BBHIIIMBKY MPUKOBaia B3 KepcreH, 3acTaBUB MpeHeOPEKUTETHHO OTHECTHCh
K OCTJIbHBIM COCTaBJISIIOIIMM MOCBUTKM. CBEpHYTAas B KPYT BOJIOCSIHASI BEPEBKA U 3AIKCKa, TIPUIIET-
JIeHHas K Hel, yIajii Ha 00pamIIsTIoHe JOPOKKY KYCKH OyJIbIKHUKA U BBITJISIIESN OY€Hb )KMBOIICHO
B OKPYKEHUH MTPOOUBIIUXCS Yepe3 KAMHH JUTMHHBIX 3€JIEHBIX COPHSKOB.

[Nokone6aBimcy, KepcreH HakJIOHMIIACh, YTOOBI MPOYECTh 3aMKCKY, XOTS MOHUMAasa, 4TO
HUYEro XOpOIIero st ce0s oHa TaM He HaizeT. Ha 3ToT pa3 modepk ObL1 O0Jiee eCTeCTBeHHBIM — U
6osee MyXCKMM, OyKBbI UMEJM TaKHe OUepTaHHsI U [IBET, CJIOBHO TEKCT ObLT HAIMMCAH B CIEIIKe, HO
JOPOroi, ¢ TOHKUM riepoM pyukoit. «Ilasoma xnet, Urpeiin. Caenaii 3To camax.

dripkHYyB, KepcreH ¢ nmpe3peHrem oTBepriia MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OHA TIOBECUTCS U3-3a KaKOro-
TO HEJIOyMKa — Jla ellle Ha 3TOW IpyOoid, lapanamoiei Koxy BepeBke. [loxagHudan mpuciaTh e
IIeJIKOBYIO yIaBKy... Her, 3ToT yenoBek — He mkeHTIbMeH! [TofimMaB ceGs1 Ha 3TOM BBICOKOMAPHOM
MbiciH, Keppu Hauasa XoXoTaTh, BCIYTHYB OpeayIyo 1o jopore Kypuily. Ta BO3MYIIIEHHO 3aKBO-
XTaJla, HEMHOTO MOATIPHITHYJA, XJIOMast 0 3eMJIe KpbUibsiMu. Keppu Opocuiia B Hee 3aBaJISIBIIMMCS B
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KapMaHe KYCOUYKOM co0aubero Kopma, HoHuMasi, 4To POHHU He o1ieHus1 Obl TAKOTO OOpAIeHHs] C ero
MoOUMBIM JTakoMCTBOM. Kypuiia Toxke He BBIIIIsiesa MOIbIIEHHOMN, C HEBEPOSITHON CKOPOCTHIO YIle-
NeThIBAs MO Jopore Basib. Keppu cHOBa pacxoxoTaiach, XOTs IEPBOE BECEIbe, IIOUTH UCTEPHUECKOE,
y’e TPOoIIUIO, U BepeBKa Ternepb Kazaaach el MPOTUBHOMN 3Meell, CBepHYBIIEHUCS MEX/1y KaMHSIMH.

Kepcren ornsinenach B mouckax mpeamera, KOTOpbIA MOr Obl TIOMOYb i B yOOpKe Mycopa.
JITMHHAs asIka, CIyKUBIIAst PY XKU3HU MaTEpH IIECTOM TSI CaI0BOTO (piiara, MoAXoauIa NaeaibHo,
ee BCe paBHO JABHO cjefoBajio yopathb. [logHaryxusimch, KepcreH BbITalpia mectT U3 3eMIIM U
Toj|j1eN1a JAJIbHUM KOHIIOM CBEPHYTYIO BEPEBKY BMeCTe ¢ 3anicKoi Ha Hell. CTapasich axe JIMITHUMA
pa3 He CMOTpPETh Ha MOAOPOIIEHHYIO B ee caJl raJocTh, Keppu 1oHecna BepeBKy Ha IIecTe 10 Mycop-
HOTO KOHTEHHEepa, HUCKOJIbKO He 3a00TACh O TOM, YTO MOIJIM OBl MOAyMaTh CIIy4YaiHbIe MPOXOKHUE,
3aMETHUB ee C ITOM MAJIKOW Ha Tuieve. [ ie-To B ryOrHe TyIIM OHa 1a)ke MCTUTENIBHO HaJeslach, YTo
CBUZIETEJIEM 3TOU CILIEHBI CTAaHET TEPPOPHU3MPYIOIINI ee MaHbsIK. MOXKeT ObITh, €ro OTPE3BUT OTHO-
IIEHKE KEPTBBI K €r0 BHIXOIKaM?

Ho 3a Heto HUKTO He HaOMoaa, AJUTMCOH-poaj OblIa aOCOMIOTHO MyCTHIHHA B 00OMX HAaIlpaB-
nenusx. Pacnipasusimce ¢ mycopoMm, KepcreHn BepHynack B goM. Iloutn BepHysack, Korja ymas-
I11ast Ha TOPOKKY TOyIIIeYKa BHOBb MPHBJIEKIIA €€ BHUMaHKe. Biekomasi HeBeJOMO, HO OTTOTO He
MeHee HacToiumBoy cuior, Keppu WrpeitH nomolia K IMeIKoBOMY cepaeuky ¢ ronyokoi. Ilomy-
IIIeYKa BHIIVIS/IENA TAK. .. HEBUHHO, TaK CBSITO, CJIOBHO ObL1a 0COOOM LIEHHOCTBIO JJIsI KAKOTO-TO YeJIo-
Beka. Keppu HarHynach M, IOMUMHSISICH BHE3AITHOMY UMITYJIbCY, CXBaTHUJIa TIOAYIIEUKY, COOMPAsCh
YHECTH €€ B JIOM.

— Bor tak u B Tpo1o nomnasn KoHb ¢ pUMJISHAMH BHYTPU, — TPYCTHO MMPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJIA OHA
yXe B TOCTHHOM, BbIOMpas camoe 3(peKTHOe MECTO /IS MOAYIIEUYKH Ha KAMUHHOH TOJIKE.

Bech nen» Kepcren criokoiiHO 3aHMMasach pe3bOo, laxke He BCTIOMUHAS O BUepalTHel UCTO-
pUM, U JUIIb PEAKUNA B3IV HA MOMYIIEUKY-CepIle, YKpAIIAIyl0 KAMIUHHYIO TIOJIKY, 3aCTaBJIsLT
JBUTaThCS €e MBICIHM B JAPYroM HampasieHun. OHa Obl yOpasia TIOAYyIIeuKy ¢ IJ1a3 0o, eciau O
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO Ta OTHUMAET y HEe CUJIbL; HO KpacuBasi MATKasl BEIUIIA, TTOXOXKe, TOIBKO Jesiasa
ee sHepruyHee. Hen3BecTHBIN MaHbsIK MPOCUYUTAIICS, HAMEPEBasiCh CBOMMHM TIOCJAHUSIMH HaIyraTh
1 00e30pyXuTh ee. A Houblo KepcTeH npucHuIach He3HaKOMasi AEBYIIKA, OYeHb KPachBasi CBET/Iast
OJIOHIMHKA, HEXKHOE JIUI0 KOTOPOW MOPTHJT TOJIBKO KAIPU3HO M30THYTHIN POT M B3IJISA]] IPECHIIIIEH-
HOW KypTu3aHku. OHa paBHOAYIIHO cMoTpesa Ha Keppu, MOCTaBUB JIOKOTh Ha JIBEPLy OTKPHITOW
CIIOPTUBHOM MarvHbl, 1 Kepcren nmoHnMana, 4to 1o U ecTh HeBenomas [lanoma, cepuiie Kotopoi
XKUJIO Terephb B Hell. [IpocHyBIIMCH, JEBYIIKA MEPBBIM JIEJIOM CXBATMJIACh 32 KapaH/alll, HO B PUCO-
BaHMU 10 Oymare OHa He OblJla TaK YK CHJIbHA, IO3TOMY TOYYMBIIMICS MMOPTPET HE YIOBIETBOPUIT
ee. PaznpaxeHHO BBIPBaAB JIMCT U3 abOoMa, Keppu cyHy/a ero B nmarky Mexy APYruMH — yIauHbIMUA
Y ITyCTSKOBBIMU — SCKU3aMHU.

B mectp yacoB Beuepa OHa Havyasa UCIIBITHIBATh CMyTHOE OECIIOKOWCTBO, OTKYA-TO 3Hasl, YTO
Ckaii PoBep, ee HOBBII 3araIouHbII ¥ TAKOW ITPUBJIEKATENIbHBIN JPYT, BMECTE CO CBOMM CETTEPOM ykKe
noxugaercs ee Ha 6epery. Kazanoch, 4To OHa MOJKET UUTATh €0 MBIC/IY, YyBCTBOBATH €70 HETEPIICHUE
U JIETKOE pa3paskeHe OT TOTr0, YTO MPUXOAUTCS KAaTh, & YUTH HEBO3ZMOKHO, HEMBICIMO.

Hakunys xaket, Kepcren ObUI0 3aHecna pyKy Haj Markoi ¢ pUCyHKaMu, COOMPAsiCh MPUTBO-
PUTBCS, UTO MJIET Ha Oeper 3aJIMBa pUcoBaTh, HO TIOTOM Niepeaymaia. Kakoii cMbICT TackaTh ¢ cOOOM
TSIKECTH, €CJIM — OHA TIOHMMAJIa — OHa JIaxke He OTKpoeT 3Tou nanku ¢ Bugamu Mopu-®epra. Ckait
PoBep nmoHumai ee 4yBCcTBa HE MEHee XOPOIIO, YeM OHa — ero coocTBeHHbIe. KepcTteH, nepexuBaio-
I11eH epBoe CUJIbHOE POMAHTHYECKOE YBJIEYEHHE, YKe Ka3aJoCh, UTO OHU CO3JaHbl JPYT IJIsI ApyTa.

Crost Ha camoM Kpaiw o0pbiBa, Ckaii PoBep Yuanaen cMotpen Ha cepbie BOIBI IIOTIAHICKOTO
3a7MBa W pyraa ceOs mociaeAHuMH cioBamu. OH COBCEM MOTEPsUT TOJIOBY OT OYapOBAaHMS STOM
AEBYIIKH C 30JI0TBIMH KOCaMU. BHITh BIIOOJICHHBIM, KOHEYHO, 3aMeYaTeIbHO U MPUSATHO, HO UCITBI-
THIBATh MaJICHbKOE, JIerkoe 4yBcTBO CKail He yMell, OTYEro M CTpaaal BCIo ku3Hb. Ero amormu Obuu
CHJIbHBI M KaTacTPO(PUUHBI, KaK BCeJIeHCKUI noTor. JIloOoBb, HEHABUCTh, MecTh Ckas YujieHa ofu-

18



A. Cepnenra. «CMepTb — TOJILKO HAYAJIO»

HAKOBO HAHOCHJIM TPaBMY JIIOASM, CTaBIIMM OOBEKTaMH ero yyBcTB. CBoeil 00Je3HEeHHOM, My4H-
TEJIbHOUM CTPaCThIO OH JIYIIVJI JKEHIIMH, He OTIyCKasl uX, W, 3Hasl 3a cOOOM Takue KavyectBa, Ckaii He
XOTeJ1 JMOOUTH JeBYIIKY 1o nMenu Keppu. OHa Oblia MOJIOAOM, CHITBHOM, O0KECTBEHHO MIPEKPACHOM,
a OH ObLT YyJOBHIIEM, CTPEMSIIMMCS 3aTOUYUTh ee B KJIeTKy. OH MOT HayuHlTh €€ TOJBbKO Clie3aM,
IPYCTH M HEHABHUCTU K CBOEMY TIOPEMIIIKY — BCEMY TOMY, UTO UCIBbIThIBaNa K Hemy [lasoma. [a,
KOHEYHO, CecTpa yJbl0asiach eMy BIIOJHE MCKPEHHE, Opocasich Ha IIe0 MpU ero Mmpues3ax, HO yKe
Yyepe3 HeCKOJIbKO YacoB arMocdepa B IoMe HaYMHaJIa TATOTUTH ee. bpar xotesn 3HaTh BCE, YTO OHA
Jienana B ero OTCYTCTBHE, BILIOTB JI0 TOTO, YTO M BO CKOJIBKO OHA €J1a Ha 3aBTPaK, Kakue (pUiIbMbI CMOT-
pena o kabenpHOMy TB, Kk kKomy e3nuia B [lanoma-Curtn. Bayrpennuit 6ec mognaunBai [laniomy
pacckasbiBath CKalo JeJMKaTHbIE TIOIPOOHOCTH PO CBOMX OECUMCIICHHBIX JIIOOOBHUKOB; OpaT Mop-
muics, Ho Momyait. [ToBeieHre GOrMHM HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €TI0 BBICOKMM CTaHIapTaM, HO MaJleHb-
KM OCTPOB DcMepalibJa He MPeJOCTaBIIsT OCOOBIX BO3MOKHOCTEH MmoMeHsTh ee. QO0oxars Jlyamry
Hur, monpyry cecTpsl, MOCTENIEHHO MPEBPATUBIIYIOCS B €70 HEBECTY, ObUIO JeI0M, OOpEeUYeHHBIM Ha
ycrex ¢ camoro Havana. Jlyamia cama cuutana cedsi epCOHOM, JOCTOMHOW CaMOro BeTMYaMIero
000XkaHUs1, BRIPAXKAIOIIErocs, B TOM Yucie, U B MatepuaibHoi (popme. Ckaii Popep YuaneH He Obut
O€/IHBIM YEJIOBEKOM U C yIOBOJILCTBHEM OCHITIaII Obl JKeHY MOIAPKaMH U APArolieHHOCTSIME. DTa uepTa
ero xapaktepa ObUIa TeM, YTO BJIEKJIO U MPOYHO AEpXkajo Bozjie Hero Jlyamiy, HECMOTpsl Ha Tpo-
CTO KOIIIMapHbIA, IO €e MHEHUIO, XapakTep M30paHHMUKA. A TMOKa3Hasi MEPKaHTUIbHAsI HEXHOCTb U
TeprieBoOCTh JIyamiel 3actapisiia Ckas obpamarscs ¢ Held eme Xyxke. OHU MMOCCOPHIIUCH Tiepe]t
cambiM 0The3710M Ckast, v B306ereHHas Jlyamna npssMo OOBHHIMIIA €T0 B KeJIAaHUU "'CMBIThCA", UTOOBI
He 0opMJIATh OGUIMaIbHBIE OTHOLIEHUs ¢ HeW. HaBepHoe, OHa CIMIIIKOM MHOTO MO3BOJISUIA EMY
B TIOCTEJIM, U OH PEIIN, YTO B CeKce HUuero HoBoro Jlysmia He Moxer emy nathb. [lostomy oHa
MOKUAAET ero, OecuyBCTBEHHOTo OOJIBaHa, M HE MEHbIIIe, YeM Ha MOJITroAa, YTOObl OH MOHSUI, YTO
3HaumiIa g Hero Jlysmia Hur. Y torga oH nmpumomseT K Hed Ha KOJIEHSIX, YMOJsisl BEPHYThCS. . .
Ckail uCKpeHHe HaJIeslyiCsl, YTO B OTHOIIIEHUW BPEMEHHU, JIAHHOTO eMy JUIsl mepebiky, Jlyamia He
conrana. He ero BuHa, eciu oHa BepHETCSl HA OCTPOB DcMepaliba, KOrJa BO3BpallaThes OyleT yxke
HE K KOMY. ..

Ponanba nepBeiM mouysit npuomkenue Keppu v pagocTHO Hauasl BEPTEThCS y €€ HOT.

— Ponnu, PoHHH, MOe cokpoBuIlle, MO KpacaBUMK! — yMWJISUIACh, MPUCEB Ha KOPTOUKH,
neBymika. — KisiHych, 3a 3TOT JIeHb THI CTaJ ellle KpacuBee, CIIOBHO 3aropaJl Mo COMHBIIIKOM. . .

PackuHyBIIMCh Ha CIIMHE U 3/1paB JIANbl B BO3AYX, POH OTKpPOBEHHO HAC/IaXAaJICs TIOYeChiBa-
IOIIMMU IBWKEHUSIMU KEHCKUX nasbiieB. Ha ero Mopze 6110 HanrcaHo CKpOMHOE MTPU3HAHUE CBOUX
nocTtouHCTB: "Jla, s1 TaKOM — KPacHuBBIi, JOOPBI, TACKOBBIN U Y)KaCHO YMHBIN».

Ckail BcTasl psiIoM Ha KOJICHM M TOXE 3alyCTHJI PYKH B rycTyio mmepcTb Pona. ITanbipl ux
BCTPETUIIUCH.

—IIpuBer, Ckaiisiep, — MOYTH HIENOTOM ITPOroBOpHIIa MOTIaHaKa. [1leku ee cTanu MyHIOBBIMY,
a MaJIbIIbl, HATIPOTHB, JIE/ISTHBIMHU.

— Ipuser, — 3a0bIB Bce cBOM KJIATBBI U oOemanus, Ckail ¢ KaJHOCTBIO JTIOOOBAJICS CKJIOHEH-
HBIM JKeHCKHMM TpocusieM. Y He ynepskaiicsi, 4TOObl HE CIIPOCUTh. — A TBOSI MaTh TOXe ObLIa TAKOM
kpacusoit, Keppu?

— Mama? — KepcreH cHavana yaMBWIach, a IOTOM JIMLIO ee Mmpocusiio. — Uto Tei! Mosi Mama
ObLJ1a He TIPOCTO KPAaCUBOM, & HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM. Thl OBl yMep OT BOCXUINIEHHUSI, BCTPETHB €€.

— VBbI, MHE HE MOBE3JI0 YMEPETh TAKON MPEKPACHOW CMEPThI0! — IIyTIMBO B3A0XHY CKail. —
Ho s Mory ymuparh «MaJIeHbKOM CMePThIO» KaXk/Ibli pa3, Koraa Oymy cMOTpeTh Ha TeOst. Thl 3Haelb,
yTO (ppaHIy3bl Ha3bIBaOT "la petite mort"?

— Her, — Kepcren HeBUHHO yabIOHYMach. — Yto?

Ckaii 3ams1Icsl, Ha KW €ro HavyaJl Haroj3aTh pyMsiHell.

— He ckaxy.

— [Mouemy? — Bo3myTuiace KepcreH.
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— Tel Bce paBHO He NOMMEIIIb.
— 41, 94T0, MOX0OXa Ha AyPOUKY? — MHTOHAIMS MIOTJIAHAKY Cpa3y MOXO0JIofesa Ha mapy JAECSITKOB

MYHKTOB.
— 3nech He B yMe 1es10. YToObl 3TO MOHSATH, HyKEeH JIOOOBHUK. Y TeOsl eCTh JIIOOOBHUK, petite?
— A... — Keppu Boirisigena pazoyapoanHoil. Ho He cianack. — 3HauuT, Thl HUKAK HE MOXKEIIIb

MHE 3TOTr0 OOBSICHUTH?

— Hukak, Masnsblmika, — HexxHo npomienTai Ckaid. Ero mno erie HeMHOro puOIM3UIOCh K JIUIY
Kepcren. I1po nexarnero mexay Humu PoHHM Bce m03a0bUTH.

— B takom ciryuyae, MOKeT ObITh, — JIEBYIIIKA ITTyOOKO B3[IOXHYJIA U OUEPTsI TOJIOBY PUHYJIACh
BIIEpe/1, — THl CTAHEIIb MOMM JIIOOOBHUKOM, U TIpoOyiemMa Oyaer perieHa?

Tsoxenslil Xpu BeIpBAJICS U3 rpyau NoTpsiceHHoro Ckasl.

— MoxeT ObITh, — ellle HesKHee TPOOOPMOTAIT OH, TIPEXK/Ie YeM MPUKOCHYThCS TyOamMu K ryoam
Keppu. U neBymika Hayaga mpoBaJMBATLCS B MSTKHE, HEKHBIC, OKYTHIBAIOIIME €¢ MeuTaTe/IbHbIe
obnaka. LlenoBaTbesi OBUIO TakK YAMBUTENBHO M MPUATHO... Teruioe v mymucToe 00aako Mo UMeH!
PoH, Ha KOTOpOE OHa CIUIIIKOM CHJIBHO ONIepiIach PyKOH, TPOTECTYIONIE B3BU3THYIIO, M3BEPHYJIOCH U
cronkHys0 pyky Keppu c ce6s. [ToTepsiB paBHOBecHe, JeBYIIKa 3aMaxaia pyKamH.

— Ait! Ait! — u Havasia magath. [Tpuzemnmiack oHa B 0ObATHSA CKasi, HO MyKUMHA TOXE HE
yZepXkaJics, 1 OHU BMecCTe ynajiu Ha TpaBy, Ckail nepBbiM, a KepcteH — Ha Hero.

CHavasna oHM 00a Ka3aJuch OLIEJIOMJICHHBIMUA TaKMM UCXOA0M, HO CKail TyT e COPHUEHTUPO-
BJICSl B CUTYAIlUH, M €ro NOIeTyH Moka3aanch Keppu eie BocXutuTeabHee Terephb, KOorjaa ux Tesa
TUIOTHO comnpukacanuch. Ckail ObUT TAKMM OOJBIIIUM M MYKECTBEHHBIM, M OT HEro 3aMeyaresIbHO
MaxJo. ..

Ckaii npuinen B ceOsi, Korja KeHIIUHA B ero pyKax 3aMypJiblkajia, Kak JOBOJbHAs Kolka. 1
yX)acHyincsi: uto oH fenaet? Ilocie Bcex ero KJsTB, IaHHBIX camoMy cede, U 0OelaHuii OH CHOBa
TpOraeT 3Ty JIeBYIIKY, Oojiee Toro, oOHUMaeT ee u enayeT. Ckail TOHMMaJ SMOIMOHAIBHBIA 3apsif
Keppw, kenanue IeByIIKY TIOOUTH U OBITH JTIOOMMOI — BO3MOXKHO, UTO €€ 10 3TOr0 JAaXe HUKTO U He
IeJIOBAJI, Cy/Is TI0 TOMY, C KAKUM SHTY3Ua3MOM U HEYyMEHHEM TOJICTaBIIsiIa OHa eMy cBou ryoku. Ho
ce0s1 Ckaitnep Posep Yunien noHsaTs oTkaspiBajics. OH HUKOrJa He ObUT IOMEIIaH Ha CeKce, Mpua-
Basl eMy Jake He BTOPOCTENEeHHOe 3HAYeHHUEe, U 9TU ero MOTPeOHOCTH BIIOJHE YIOBJIETBOPSIIO eXe-
HenenpHOe nocenienue Jlysmisl Hut. A xorpa Jlyamna yeszxkana, Ckail mpecrokoiHO ooxoauics 0e3
*keHckoro odmiectsa. OH BooOIIe He MOT TPUTIOMHHUTD CITyvasi, 4YTOObI €ro BO30yIuIa SpoTHUIeCKast
crieHa U3 (huiIbMa WM MPEeaMeET KEHCKOTo Oelibsi, UK Kakue-To dpotorpadpuu. M Tonbko odieHue ¢
IOHOM INOTJIAHAKOM C 30JI0THIMHU «3aiYMKaMU» B BOJIOCAX 3aCTABUJIO €r0 IIepeOrTh BCE CBOU PEKOPIbI.
ITO-TO M JIeNaio ero CToNb OMacHbIM /7151 Keppu — MeasIeHHO HapacTaiollee XeJlaHue CenaTh ee
CBOEH TIOJTHOH 1 a0COIOTHON COOCTBEHHOCTBIO.

— Keppu, munas, 4to Mbl Jesiaem. ..

— ThI kaneens? — ee U0 OBLIO TaK OJM3KO K ero cOOCTBeHHOMY, uTo CKaii OIIyIIa JpIXaHne
JEBYIIKH Ha CBOMX Ty0ax.

— A 11?7 — MaATKo otBeTms1 CKall BOIpocoM. — Sl He U3 TeX MYKYWH, KTO CIOCOOEH MOJapuTh
JKEHIITMHE CYaCThe.

Kepcren ropranHo, ¢ JIETKON XPHUITOTIION paccMesiiach, BHIKA3biBasl JIETKOMBICJIEHHOE PaBHO-
AyIIHE K €ro CJIOBaM.

— Cuwurail, 4To 5 IpeaynpexacHa. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, MOsSI MaTh TOXE POAMJIa MeHs 0e3 Myxa.

JIutto Ckast U3MEHMIIOCh, 1 OBUIO 3aMETHO, YTO CTPACTh MOKMHYJA €0 OKOHYATEJIBHO.

— 51 nono6HoTO He nonytry, Keppu. Moi pedeHok He Oyaer pactu 6e3 otiia. Ecim 51 y3Hato, 4to
Kakasi-TO KEHIIMHA XKJEeT OT MeHs peOeHKa, s HeMeICHHO JKeHIOCh Ha Hell. [laxe eciv B3arMHbIe
YYBCTBA JABHO OCTBLIH.

— 4 3anomHI0, — r1a3za Keppu siykaBo cBepkHy. Ho TyT ke oHa norpyctaesna. — OueHb xKaib,
HO MHE UMETb JIeTell Henb3s1. A s Obl XOTea. . .
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— D70 U3-3a TOM omneparuu, KoTopyio Tede enanmu B peBpaiie? — Ckail mepeMeHW o3y U cel,
MPUCTIOHUBIIKNCH CIIUHOM K KaMHI0. ['ontoBa KepcreHn sierna emy Ha kojieHu, a POH mpuMocTuicst of
OOKOM Y JIeBYIIIKH, M TIAJIBIIBI €€ JIEBOM PYKH HEkKHO mepedupainu ero mepctb. Ckaidl CHOBa MOYyB-
CTBOBAJI pe3KUi OOJIE3HEHHBIH MPHUCTYII AYIIEBHOW TOCKH — IMEHHO TaK OH MeUTaJl IPOBOIUTH BPEeMsI
OTJIBIXa CO CBOeH cembeid. M moHuMat, uto xaath nopooHoro ot Jlyamisl Hut Gymer HampacHo.

MoTnanaka rryboKo B3AOXHYJIA.

— Jla. D70 He 3Ha4MT, uTO 51 He Mory umets aeteit Booodie. 1 HE [JOJIXKHA storo penats ceid-
yac. Hy, u eme napy siet, HaBepHoe. .. Oneparyst Obiia OOJBIIMM CTPECCOM IJIS MOETO OpraHu3Ma, —
MOHOTOHHO ITPOrOBOPUJIA OHA 3ayYEHHBIE CJIOBA.

— A 5 He yBepeH, 4To MOTy CTaTh XOpoumM oTioM, — CKail cierka Mckasui cOOCTBEHHbIE
MBICJIH, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTH €. — S He 3Halo Jake, C KaKOW CTOPOHBI TIOJACTYNAThCS K MJIAICHILY.

— MHorue He 3HaloT, — paccmesiiack Keppu. — Ho nymaro, ecim HaMm T0BEAETCS CTaTh POAUTE-
JISIMH, Mbl HAy YMMCH.

— 41 He yBepeH, — ocTopoxHO Hadas CKaii, — YTO Y HallIMX OTHOILIEHUH ecTh OyyIee, 10porasi.
4 nokuny Ilotnanauio, Kak TOJIbKO 3aKOHYY CBOM JIeJIa, MAKCUMYM 4€pe3 MeCsLl, U OYEHb HE X0uy,
YTOOBI THI CTpaJiasia U3-3a Pa3OMTHIX WLTIO3HH.

Kepcren ponro Mosnyana, ormycTus rojioBy.

— Tbl HaUMHAEIIbL MHE HAJI0eJaTh, — HAKOHEI! IIPOrOBOPHIIA OHA CKBO3b CkaTbhle 3yObl. — Thl Bce
BpeMs Ky/axdellb 1 MpeaocTeperaeliib, Kak KypHila-HaceKa WK IEKCITMPOBCKast BeIbMA. . .

— Hackonbko s 3Hai0, MEeKCITMPOBCKUE BEIbMbl HE OCOOCHHO YBJIEKAIMCh HPABOYYEHUSMH, —
B rosioce Ckas 3Bydasa ooua.

Kepcren TyT e mouyBCTBOBaJIA €€, cesla ¥ MOPBIBUCTO OOHSIIA €ro.

— O, noporoii, mpoctt MeHs1! Thl Tako# 10OpHIi 1 3a60TuBHIA. HO 51 ke ckasana, 4To roroBa
IIOTOM HEMHOT'0 [TOCTPaaTh, €CJIM Ceiyac UCIOIb3YI0 CBOM IIaHC NOKUTh MOJIHOM KU3HBIO. f 1ocTa-
TOYHO JIOJITO CYIIECTBOBAJIA B CTEPHJIBHBIX YCIIOBUSIX, TETIEPh sl XOUY OOKEUbCS U CTPaaTh OT OJKOTA.
Ho, no kpaiiHeii mepe, s1 Oyly Ha COOCTBEHHOM OIIBITE 3HATh, YTO TaKOe OroHb. JlOporoii... — oHa
POOKO TOJIOKMIIA JTAOHb €MY Ha KOJIEHO, TIPOCUTEIIBHO 3aryisiablBasi B I71a3a, — JJaBaid CUMTaTh, YTO
MBI JJOTOBOPUJIUCH?

He Boinep:xan, Ckail paccMestyics, U BCsl oOH/Ia ero pacrasiia 0e3 ciefa.

— Ha, munas, — o o6Hs1 Keppu, — moroBopminck. Thl Oyzelib mpekpacHor 0a00UKOM, Kpy-
XKarei Hajg MouM orHeM. babouka 000XKeT CBOM KPBUIBIIIKK U TIOTUOHET, a y OrHsI OyzeT 1enast
KU3HB, YTOOBI CKOPOETD M TUIAKATh, YTO OH MOTyOUJT TAKOE U3YMUTEIbHOE CO3/IaHueE.

— He kucHm, — 601po nocoeroBana Kepcren. — [NoiigeM srydiiie mporyisieMcs.

BasiBimmce 3a pyku, onu goaro Opoauiu o depery Mopu-®epra, He 4yBCTBYsI 3aMETHO OCTBIB-
IIIero K Bevepy BeTpa U OOMEHMBAasICh MOYTH IIEJOMYAPEHHBIMU TonenysiMu. PoH Beceno Oeran
PSIIOM, HACKOJIBKO He OOMKasiCh, YTO HA HEro He oopamiaioT BHUMaHusl. OH Urpajt ¢ eHHBIMH BOJI-
HaMu, HaberaoImuMu Ha Oeper 1 OCTaBJISIONIMMU, YX07is, Oesble «Oapamku» Ha iecke. Keppu u Ckait
¢ yabpIOKamMu HaOMmoIaM 3a TeM, Kak POHHM OCTaHaBIMBAJICSI MOP/IOW K BOJIHAM, 3aHMMaJl OXOTHUYbIO
CTOMKY, MTPUTIOIHSB MEPEIHIOI0 MPABYIO JaIy, 1 K AaJl, TIOKa BOJHA MOAKATUTCS OOIMKE, YTOOBI H30
BCEX CWJI IIJICTTHYTh IO HEeH Jiarou, pa3ouBasi ee. A MOTOM JIOJro 3aJIMBUCTO JIasil, IOKa3biBasi CBOIO
nobOeny Haja npuponoi. Ho k Tomy BpeMeHH, KOria TEMHOTA OKyTajla FOpof, yTOMUJICS ¥ OH, U JieT
CriaTh y HOT JIBYX BJTIOOJIEHHBIX, JTIOOOBABIIIMXCS 3BE3/IHBIM HEOOM C BepaH bl foMa Ckas YujjeHa.

— Keppu, — Ckaii riyOOKO BIOXHYJ CBEKHIA IUTPYCOBBIH 3arax, UCXOASAIIMNA OT JeBYIIKH, — 5
HACTOJIbKO CYACT/IMB, YTO B 3TOM €CTb YTO-TO ONACHOE. TaKoe COCTOSIHUE HE MOXKET JIJIMTHCS BEYHO.
Ckopo 51 IPOCHYCh, W 3Be3/1bl OyAyT 3aTSHYTHl Ty4aMH, a BMECTO TEHHs MTHUI] — YHBIIO KBaKaTb
JSATYIIKH. . .

— Ileccumuct! — HexHO yrnpekHyna ero Kepcren. — Jlarymku He kBakaioT, oHu Tak [IOIOT.
310 UX BhICIIast (popMa CaMOBBIPaKEHHSI. A TYYM HYKHBI JIJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI HATIOMTh YMHUPAIOIIYIO OT
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KaKIbl 3eMITI0. A TPYCTh — JJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI CHJIbHEE TIOUYBCTBOBATH IOCIIE HEE PAIOCTh M CUYACTBE.
He 6piBaet mup 6e3 TeHeid, Mol JoOnMBbIi. [laxe 51, Oe3HaIe)KHAS TPOBUHIIMAIIKA, 3HAIO 3TO.

Ckail MoYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO TOPJIO Y HErO MEPECOXJIO M OH HE MOXKET BbIKATh U3 Ce0s Jake 3BYK.
UYro xe emy aenarb? Ecim ceiluac OH MOKUHET 3Ty HIOTIAHIACKYIO JEBYIIKY — MOJIOAYI0, MYIpPYIO
MIPEKpacHyI0, TAKOTO COKPOBHUIIA OH He HaiiaeT OoJblie HUKorga u Hurge. B atom Ckail YuaneH He
COMHEBAJICS, @ OH JJOCTATOYHO TIOBHIAJT XKEHIIMH U MUp. Keppu 3acTaBiisiia ero cMesAThCs U TUIaKaTh,
BUJIETh MPEKPACHOE B CAMOM HETIPUIJISITHOM, CJIBIIIATH MY3bIKY B BO3IyXE, Pa3IUTyI0 BOKPYT HHX.
Ho 4to oH Mor nipeJiokuTh eil, 9T00b OHa OpOCHIa CBOIO POJMHY U yexasa Bcies 3a Hum? JIo0oBb?
OH He 3HaJI KEHIINH, CIIOCOOHBIX IPOMEHSTh CIIOKOMHYIO YCTOSIBIIYIOCS )KM3Hb Ha TaKOoe 3(heMepHOe
YyBCTBO — JIIOOOBb.

— 3aueM ThI IpeAsIaraeib MHE TaKk MHOTO, 3Hasl, YTO s BCE PABHO yeqy? — 3TOT BOIPOC MYUHJT
ero.

Kepcren nierko ynpiOHyIach, CKpbIBasi 32 9TOW YJIBIOKOH KOJBHYBIIYIO €€ B caMoe cep/tie O0b.

— ’Kuznpb — cama 110 cede puck, JoOuMbIid. CTpax ObITh OTBEPrHYTOM WJIM YTO-TO TIOTEPSATH —
elle He MOBOJ, YTOObI HUKOMY He OTJaBaTh CBOe cepiiie. [ yno 0oAThCs TOro, Yero Thl HE UCTIBITAI.

— To1 — HacTosee coOpaHue adopr3MOB, aHTes1 MOH, — CKail OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY JAMBaHa,
npuxai Kk cebe Kepcren u cynopoxno 3eBHyJ. [lotom erme pa3. — boxke, mpocT MeHsI, [oporas.
Sl ceromHst MOPSAAOYHO MOTPYIWICS, a BCTATh MPUIILIOCh OYEHb PaHo, elle 10 paccBera. f e3nu B
Nusepnecc.

— 1 Toxe Tyna cobupaioch uepes napy aHei. MHe cieyeT mokas3arbcsi Bpauy ¥ OTBE3TH HOBYIO
napTyio pe3bObl Ha IPoAaxy. B mocienaHee BpeMsi MEHs MOYeMy-TO MPHUBJIEKAET MTUYbS TEMa, 0CO-
6eHHo ronyou. M romyOku. A Kak MpOIBUTAIOTCS] TBOU TIOMCKH TOH KEeHIIUHBI, UrpeiiH? — 0CTOPOKHO
MPOrOBOpHJIa HIUETo He 3abbiBIas KepcreH.

OHa HanpsiKeHHO KJajia 0TBeTa, HO Testo Ckast ObLIo pacciabaeHo U CBepXy TOHOCHUIIOCh THXOE
MepHoe corteHbe. OH criast. Keppu elie HeMHOTo rosnesxasia Ha ero riede, nepedupasi pazoerarommecs
MBICJTH, @ TIOTOM THXO, CTapasiCh He Pa3OyIuTh JIOOMMOr0, BBICKOJIL3HYIA U3-T10]] oOeperaroliei ee
pyku. OHa OThICKaJIa CIIOKEHHBIN Ha KPOBATH B JIOME TUIe]l, YKpblia MM crisiiiero Ckasi u, pas3riiauB
TMIOLETYSIMA MOPIIMHKUA MEXIy ero OpoBsiMH, OTIIPaBUJIACH AOMOM MO Oepery 3ayuBa, IJIsijs, Kak
3aroBOPIIMYECKHY TIOJMHUTHUBAET €1 XKeNTas JTyHa.

I[NepBoie nono3puTenbHble 3ByKM Keppu ycnblmana yTpoM, Korja emne He paccBeno. OHa cama
He MOHMMaJa, uTo pa3dynuio ee. [lepea Tem, Kak OTKPBITH I71a3a, OHA BHUJEIA BO CHE YTO-TO yXkKac-
HOE, OT Yero OHa MbITalach yOexarh, HO HOTH BSI3JIM B JIMIIKOM TyMaHe, KOTOPBIA TSHYJCS K Hei
CBOMMU TPSI3HO-CEPHIMU OTPOCTKAMM, HATIOMUHAIOIIMMU TPOTECKHBIE HIyNabIla, BBI3bIBAS HAa KOXKE
xoJoaHbIN 03H00. Tyman 3aseruisin potr Keppu, Memast Kpudathb, MPU3bIBATH HA IOMOIIIb, U HE ObUIO
CUJT pa30pBaTh TUIOTHHIA KOKOH, OOMaTBIBAIOIIUICS BOKPYT Hee.

— Urpeiin, Urpeiin! — menecteny Haji roloBOM IEBYIIKY JICThsI MPAuHbIX BEKOBBIX TyO0B. Mx
XUIIIHBIM BETBSIM €€ MaJIeHbKasi (pUrypKa TOKe Ka3aaach KeJIaHHOW TOObIUEH. . .

BckpuknyB, Kepcten BeipBaiach U3 0ObATHIA KOIIIMapa U cejia B IOCTEIH, Tskeso jbima. Hou-
Has pyOallka JyIuia ee, I0M HaCKBO3b IPOAYBAI JIASHON BETEp — HABEPHOE, OHA 3a0bljIa 3aKPhITh
B MacTepCKOW OKHO.

— Urpeitn. ..

JleBy1ika 3acTblia, cpaxkeHHas yxacom. Cepiie cHavasia ckaaoch, a MOTOM Meperuio B HepyT-
MUYHBIH rajomn. Kepcren rpoMko 3actoHana ot 601 U yKaca.

— Urpeitn. ..

Her, menor eii He mouyauiics. TAMHCTBEHHBIM 00pa30M OH MPOoOpaJICs U3 KOIIMapa B peaib-
HOCTb U TeTlepb — HU3KHM, C XPUTIOTIION — Pa3HOCHIICS 110 BCEMY JIOMY.

— Urpeiin, [Manome TockamBo 6e3 ee cepaiia. OHa rpycTHT. . .
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«['onoc ¢ Toro cBera» ObLT MOYTH MaTepHUasieH, OH CTJIAJICS, CIIOBHO TYMaH M3 €€ CHa, IO Oy
CIaJIbHU, X PUIIENT HAJI CaMOW T'OJIOBOM JIEBYIIIKY, BBI3bIBAsI HECTEPITUMOE KeJIaHUE 3aKaTh YIIIA U KPH-
Yarh, KPUYATh. ..

— UrpeiiH. .. — 3BaJ1 ee 3a cOOO¥ HEBEIOMBII TOJIOC, — 9TO HE TBOE CEp/ILIE. .. He TBOE Cepille. . .
cepaue. ..

Uytkoe yxo KepcTeH cpasdy MmodyBCTBOBAJIO HeNaHOE: X0 ObLIO SBHO haibBbiM. To jn
MPUBUJICHUE, TIOCETHUBIIIEE €€ JIOM, ObUIO MOJIOAILIM U HEOIBITHBIM, TO JIU... OHO He OBUIO MPHUBH/IC-
HueMm. U B cBete nociieiHnX coObITHil Keppy CKIIOHSIaCh K TIocieTHeMY. 3aMOTUJTbHBIC TIO/IBBIBAHUS
HEOKUIAHHO TIePECTaI BBI3BIBATh Y HEE CTPaX U MIOBEPIJIM B JUKYIO SIPOCTb.

— Hy e, ckotrHa, nokaxucs! I'me Tol npsiuenibes, HeroAsai? — 6opmotana Keppu, paciiBbl-
p¥iBas MOMYIIKU B pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. 3a0bIB O CIIOCOOHOCTH 3/IPABO MBICIUTh, OHA JIEHCTBUTEILHO
coOMpasiach UCKATh 3IOYMBIIIIJICHHUKA TIO]l CBOSH KPOBATHIO.

Ho Bpar ckpbiBasics, ero He ObIJIO HA TaM, HU B KJIaJOBKe TIOJ JICCTHUIIEH, HU B MyCTYIOIIEH
TOCJIe CMEePTU MaTepy CriajibHe. A HaBS3UYMBBIN I'OJIOC CHOBA MPUHSUICS 32 e (DAMUIIUIO, TTPOCTYKEHHO
CHIISI:

— Urpeiin, [Nanoma xoueT BepHYTh Ha3aj CBOE CEpIlIE. . .

KepcreHn Obl1a ynvBieHa Tak CHJIBHO, YTO Jake Ha MUHYTY TPUOCTAHOBUJIA TIOUCKU. JleByIKa
13 ee CHa COBCEM He TI0Ka3asiach el 0COO0H, YacTO UCTIONB3YIOIEH CBOE Cep/lle B )KUTSHCKUX JIeax.
Cepnarie kpacaBuiisl [TamoMsl 10KHO ObUTO OBITH TBepke KaMHs. Ho ObLIO SICHO, UTO YesloBeK, Tep-
popusupyoiyii ee, KepcreH, BUIE Ty AEBYIIKY COBCEM B APYroM cBete. B po3oBom. B cBeTe moOBH.

Perunku «npuBHeHUs» He OTJIMYAINCH pa3HOOOpasueM, Ho Keppu Bce ke 4yBCTBOBaJIA, YTO
KOHUYMKH TAJIbIIEB OHEMEJIH OT ykaca, a TyOsl apoxar. [ e ke oH nmpsuetcs, ee Myuutesib? CaMbiM
OOMIHBIM OBUTO MOHMMAaHKE TOTO (DaKTa, YTO OHA HUYEro, COBCEM HHMYEro He MOIJIa eMy CJIeaTh,
KOTJIa HAlJIeT ero, pa3Be TOJIBKO MBIPHYTh KYXOHHBIM HOkOM. HO ToTOM eil mpuaercs: JoKa3biBaTh,
YTO OHA HE MPEBBICKIIA TIPEIETIOB CAMOOOOPOHHI. . .

CHOTKHYBIIIUCh O Kpadl 3arHyTOro KoBpa, Keppu ymana, CHJIbHO yAApHMBIIUCH JOOM O TIOJ.
Korna Tyman nepen riazamu paccesuicsi, OHa cpa3y He BCTajla, IPOOoJKas TYIIO CMOTPETh Ha JieKa-
IIyI0 MEXIy HOXKKaMHM JIMBaHa KOPOOKY, U3 KOTOPOM TopYasM Kakue-To rnmposofa. Hackombko Keppu
MOMHUJIA, BO BpeMs MocjeqHel YOOPKH JoMa 3TOM BeIly 37ech He Obl10. VI Xpurisiie-3aBbIBaIoIHiz
3BYK OBUI CJIBIIIICH 371eCh CHJIbHEE BCETO, laparas HepBbl. Keppyu He OblJla HACTOMBKO MPOBUHITHAT-
KO, YTOOBI HEe 3HATh, YTO TAKOE TIOPTATUBHBII MarHUTO(MOH.

— Tak, — KepcreH ornyTuia yIoBJIeTBOpeHHe BOMHA, OOHAPYKHBIIIETO Bpara B 3acajie paHblIle,
YeM TOT yCIesl BHIIIPHITHYTh Ha Hero orTyaa. OHa OCTOPOXKHO MOTSAHYJIA 3a MPOBOJOK, TOT BHICKOYMIT
W3 KperuieHus1, ¥ 37I0BEIHiA FOJIOC B €e CHaJlbHe CMOJIK Ha TIOJTyCJIOBE.

Kepcren nonHsmack Ha HOTH.

— YOb10, — permTeIbHO TTPOroBOpHIIa OHA.

Bo3MO0XHO, 3TOT HOPTATUBHBIN MAarHUTOOH OBLT UyIOM JIEKTPOTEXHUKH, U BHEIITHee 0POpM-
JIeHWe TIaHEe)TA BBI3BIBAJIO CTETUYECKOe BOCXMIIICHUE Y BCEX, KTO CMOTpeJT Ha Hero. MoxeT ObITh, OH
ObLT Tpou3BezieH Ha TaiiBaHe Wi Jaxe B camoll Simonun. Bo3aMoxHO, py cO3JaHMM €ro Kopryca u
CJIOXKHBIX MEXaHU3MOB OBLTH UCIIOIb30BaHbI TIepe/IOBbIe TEXHOIOTUH M pekue Metauibl. Ho korma
Kepcren UrpeiiH, MCTS 32 UCTIBITAHHBIE €10 CTPaXU, 3aKOHUWIIA YIAPATH M0 HeMY KYXOHHBIM MOJIOT-
KOM JIJI1 OTOMBKY Msica, MarHUTO(hOH OOJIbIlie He ObLT IOPOTMM M BRICOKOKaYeCTBeHHbIM. OH Jaxke
6obiie He 6611 MarHuTOoHOM. [TPOCTO BBI3BIBAIOIIAS KAJIOCTh KYUKa KeJIE3HOTO JIOMa, U3 KOTOPO
MeCTaMH TOPYAIA OTOPBAHHBIE XBOCTUKY KOPUYHEBOM TUICHKH.

KepcreH crpe6ina miacTUKOBO-MeTaUTMYeCKUe OCTaHKU Ha JIEPEBSIHHYIO JIOCKY, CIYKUBIIYIO
el oropo pu pe3rde, U BLIOPOCHIIA TO, YTO PaHbIlle ObLJIO MArHUTO(DOHOM, TIPSMO Ha JIOPOT'y, BETy-
ylo MuMo ee aoma. Ecii 3ToT yOmmofoK, MBITAIONIMIACS JOBECTH JO CMEPTH OOJIBHOTO YeJloBeKa,
MOSIBUTCS, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, KaK pad0TaeT ero «aTTPakIiMoH», yCTh BUJWT, YTO OHA AyMaeT O HeM
u ero (hoKycax.
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Bepnysumce B 1oM, Keperen pacruiakanacs. HarpsikeHre BOKpYr Hee HarHETajloch, Kak 2J1eK-
TPUUYECTBO B BO3/yX€ Mepe/l I'po30il. A UTO, eci Herojsiii He orctynuT? Heyskenu, pa3yBepuBIIUCH
B TICUXOJIOTMYECKOM BO3JIEHCTBUM, OH, 3TOT MYXXUYHMHA, CMOKET IMPOCTO IPUATH 1 YOuTh ee? Benp ee
rubenb Oyaer o3HavaTh, yto Kpucten ymepina HanpacHo. .. IHTepecHo, eciii Obl 3TO cepie, cepaey-
HBIT KJIanaH JocTalics Obl ee MaTepy, UCTsI3aI Obl Herofsii mooOHbpM o6pasoM u Kpucren Urpeitn?
B takom ciydae, Keppu morzia Tonpko nopasoBarbest, uTo KpucteH yxe He criocoOHa UCTIBITHIBATD
HUKaKue Myku. be3 comMHeHus1, Mame ceiiyac XOpolo B paio. Bo3aMoxxHO, OHa Jaxe craja aHrejoM
U Terniepb odeperaeT JIpyrue 3a0Iyaiime JyIiu.

Msiciu o matepu ycnokousin KepereH. OHa cipaButces. CipaBuTCs M ¢ KPOBOKAJHBIM MaHbsI-
KOM, TIOMEIIaHHBIM Ha IeJIOCTHOCTH TeJla Hen3BeCTHOW [1ajiombl, ¥ ¢ JKU3HEHHBIMH TIPOOJIeMaMH,
BO3HMKAIONIMMU Ha TyTU. A eciii Bor OyeT HacToIbKO MUJIOCTUB, YTO OTAACT B €€ PyKH TOrO HEeTro-
ass... Xots Ol Ha yac. Keppu nmogymara u norpasuiach — JIydilie Ha JBa Jaca.

I'naBa 4

JleBast pyka BomuTess Jiexkasaa Ha pyJe aBTOMOOWJIs, ABUTABILIETOCs MO BCE ellle Mpocesioy-
HOW, HO COBCEM He TUIOXOH yTpamboBaHHOU Aopore. bimke k IHBepHECCY OHA BOJILETCS B aBTOMa-
TUCTpaJlb, BOIUTENb YK€ 3HAJT 3TO, U €3/1a IPEBPATUTCS B CIUIOLIHOE YIOBOJbCTBHE. XOPOILO, YTO
npuayabl CynpObl 3aHecTH ero He B [71a3ro, rj1e IBMXeHUE, Kak BO BCeX KPYIHBIX TOPOAAX, TOKHO
ObITb, OTHUMAET Maccy BpeMeH! 1 cril. OH JOCTAaTOYHO MOBUJIAI YKE HAa CBOEM BEKY CTOJIUI] M Mera-
nonucoB. Ecii b1 MOKHO OBUTO OCTaThCsl HABCETJa B MOKOE U THIIMHE XeJIMCAeIa, CUIETh B COJI-
HEYHbI JIeHb Ha Oepery 3ayiuBa 1 JiioOoBaTbcsi Ha Mopu-®epT u Urpy 30JI0ThIX 3aiMYMKOB B BOJIOCAX
Keppu, cunsieit psgom! JleHer y Hero yxe CTOJIbKO, YTO XBAaTUT Ha MATh )KU3HEW B YMEPEHHOCTH,
K KaKoy MPUBBIKJIA OHA.

Ho Her, HeBO3MOXHO. .. Ero He OCTaBAT B MOKOE HU COIO3HUKH, HU KOHKYPEHTHI — BCE T€, OT
KOTO 3aBUCUT OH U 4be OJIarornojyyue 3aBUCUT OT Hero. PHIHOK IeHHBIX Oymar, KoneOaHus KypcoB
BAJIIOT, MPE3eHTALINH, OpPOKEPbl, KOHTPAreHThl, OAPSAIIMKY — BCE OyJeT pa3 3a pa3oM BTOPraThCs B
UX XW3Hb, TOKa Keppy ofHaX 1kl HE TIOUYBCTBYET ceOsl yCTaBIIIeH HACTOIBKO, YTO COOEpET B YeMO/IaH
CBOM BEIIM U YHJIET, Aaxke He IpeaylpeanB ero. Tak MoCcTynuim Te ABe KEHIMHbI, C KOTOPHIMUA OH
TIBITAJICS HATAUTh TTPOYHbIE OTHOIIIEHUS elie A0 3HakoMmcTBa ¢ Jlyamon Hut. Kak pas ¢ Jlyamioit y
Hero npoodseM ObITh He HOKHO. OHA He UCTIBITHIBAET K )KEHUXY BEJIMKOW CTPACTH, M €d BCEe PaBHO,
yeM OyJeT 3aHUMAThCS €€ MYy, 10 TeX TIOp, MOKa OH UCTIPABHO TOTIOJHSIET €€ KPEIUTHYIO KapTOUKY.
A 9rto oT 3101 caenku nomyuuT oH? Jlereit? Bo3aMoxHO, oqHOTro — HacieaHuKa. JIloOoBbh U MOHUMA-
Hue? He crout nake HajgesThes. 3aTo eMy He Hafio OyaeT OOSThCSI HEOCTOPOXKHBIM CJIOBOM OTTOJK-
HYTb OT ceOs 3Ty keHiuHy. Jlyamia Hut ocranercst ¢ HUM, MOKa y Hero OyayT BOOUTHCS JEHBIH.

Ckas HEBOJIbHO MEPEAEPHYJIO OT TaKoW MepcneKTuBbl. VITak, OH BEpHYJICS K caMOMy Havay:
C OJHOM cTOpOHBI Jlyas1a, 3HaKoMast eMy, Kak XOpOIIO pa3HOIIEHHbIE IOMAIIHUE TAllOYKH, C IPyron
— Keppu, 0 KOTOpO#i OH 3HAET TOIBKO OHO — YTO OH ee MoOuT. Ho eMy npuaercsi HalTH B ceOe CHJIbI
Y OTITyCTUTSH ee, ocTaBuTh B [lloTianauy v HUKOrIa He uckarh ¢ Heto Berped. [lycts Keppu momyuur
IIIaHC HAITH CBOE CYACThE.

Ot Keppu ero Mbic/iv mepeluiy Ha JIe/1o, yaep:kuBaioliee ero B Xeamcaenie. TauHCTBeHHast
Kpucren Urpeit, penmnuent [lanomsr... [JoM Ha AJIMCOH-poaj Ka3ajicsi HEOOUTAEMbIM, HO IO
HEKOTOPbIM MEJIKMM U3MEHEHUSIM — IPUOTKPBITON KAJIMTKE, MELIKaM J1sl Mycopa Bosjie Hee — Ckaii
JeJ1ajl BBIBOJ, UTO B JIOME €CTbh, 110 KpaiiHeil Mepe, oquH kuiell. CaM OH HU pa3y He CyMes YBUIETb
9TOU KeHIMHBL, BripoyeM, CKail omacajicsi 4acTo MPUXOAUTh Ha AJUIMCOH-POAJ, YTOOB MECTHbIC
KUTEJIN HE 3alIOMHUII €TO.

3a3BoHWI COTOBBIN TesiedoH, Ckail MpaBoil pyKOM JI0CTaJl €ro U3 THe3/ia aKKyMYJISITOpa, Mof-
Hec K yXy. Bpokep TpeGoBas ero MHCTPYKIMA OTHOCUTENILHO aKIUIA I0)KHOAMEPUKAHCKUX PYTHUKOB.
PasroBapuBasi ¢ Hum, Ckail Bbexan B MiHBepHecc. MecToM ero Ha3HaueHUsl ObUT JICJIOBOM IIEHTP,
OCHAIIICHHBIN BCell HEOOXOAMMOM eMy TeXHUKOH U TeJIeKOMMYHUKAIIMOHHBIMU YCTPOUCTBAMMU.
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OducHoe 31aHMe HaXOAWIOCh HA TOH ke yiuue, uyto U IlloTnanackuil HeHTp TpaHCILIaHTO-
JIOTH, OOHECEHHBIN 0 MePUMETPY BBICOKMM 3a00poM. It BXOJa-BhIXO/A PEIOKUX MOCETUTENEH
Y MAIMEHTOB UCIOJIb30BAJIaCh KOBAaHAsl KAJIUTKA B 9TOM HEMPUCTYITHOM CTEHE; CKBO3b CTEKJISTHHbIC
creHsl OusHec-1ieHTpa Ckaii mpekpacHo Bujen ee. M 6osbliie HUUero, Kpome TSHYIIEHcs: B 00e CTo-
POHBI yCTBIHHOW AOPOTH.

Oxupaas 3BOHKA MapukcKoro naptHepa, Ckail YualeH OoT Heyero jenaTb CMOTpEN Ha 3Ty
KauTKy. CJIOBHO 4TOOBI pa3Biieyb €ro, Ha CTOSIHKE Mepeji BOPOTaMHU OCTAHOBWIICS CTapblil CHHUI
aBToMoOWJIb. BouTe b ero, Mooaasi KeHIIMHA, BHIOPAIach CO CBOETO CUACHMS, TPSIXHYJIa KOIMHOU
PACHyILIEHHBIX 30JI0TUCTBHIX BOJOC, HATHYJIACh B CAJIOH 32 YEM-TO 3a0BbITHIM, BBIIIPSMUIIIACH, JEpikKa
B pyKax Ope3eHTOBYIO CYMKY, 3amepia IBeph U HallpaBWIach K KalIuTKe. BbUIO SICHO, YTO OHA HE B
NIEPBBIN pa3 MPOJEIIbIBAET ITOT MYTh.

Ckaii HaxMypHJICS, BCTIOMHUB JIaBHee yromuHaHue Keppu 00 onepatiiu, KoTopyio ei ieaiv B
rocniutasie B IuBepHecce. OH Hafesics, YTO 9TO ObLIO HEUTO BPOJIE yAIEeHUS arleHJuKca; HO BPsjL
JIM TIGHTP TPAHCILIAHTOJIOTHH CTaJl Obl CBSA3BIBATHCS C ANMEHIUIIATOM.

OH nomked 3HaTh. [Jake pasroBapuBasi ¢ naptHepoM, Ckaiiep YujjieH He OTpbIBaJl B3IIsAa
oT okHa. M ObUT BO3HArpaxaeH MUHYT Yepe3 COpOK, Koraa Keppu BhllLIa uepes Ty ke KalIuTKy, cesa
B CBOIO MaIllMHYy NIEHCMOHHOTO Bo3pacTa 1 yexasa. CKail peluTeIbHO HalpaBUICS K BOPOTaM.

Ho6wBast nHpopMarmio o Kprcren UrpeiiH, oH yke OblBall B IIEHTPE TPAHCIUIAHTOJIOTHH, U
OXPaHHMK y3HaJl ero. MyKunHa JIeT MeCcTUAeCATH B (popMe XaKi U ¢ KOOYpoil — HEMOHSTHO, ObLIO
JIM TaM OpPY’KH€E, CKydas B Kpeciie B IECATU METPaxX OT PETUCTPATypPHl.

— O, no6pwiit 1enb, muctep IBanc! OnATh K Ham?

Ckail OCTaHOBWJICS PSIJIOM.

— Jla, Bce HUKaK He MOXEeM IMPUHSATDH pellieHHe HacueT Olepalyu OTLa, — POAUTENN YU IeHa
JaBHO MOTHOJH, TOITOMY OH HE OIacalicsi IpUBJIeYb K HUM Oefy.

— ¥ Hac paboTaloT NepBOKJIACCHBIE BPaUH, — OXOTHO MOJJIePKall pa3roBOpP OXPaHHHUK.

— Myxuunpl? OTely yxe B BO3pacTe, U €My XOUeTCsl BUZIETh BOKPYT ceOsl XOPOIIEHbKHX JKEeH-
IIVH.

— U My’XK4uHBI, U )KEHIUHbI, — OXPAHHUK NOAMUTHYI eMy. — W ecTh HacTosIue KpacoTKHU.

— 310 TOuHO, — CKail JOOPOAYITHO YIBLIOHYJICS B OTBET. — $1 TOJIBKO UTO Y BOPOT BCTPETHIICS
C MOJIOZIOH KEHIIIMHOM C TAKUMH POCKOIITHBIMU BOJIOCAMH. .. Y Hee CHHHIA aBTOMOOUJIb, OHA KaK pa3
yeskana. 1o Xupypr?

— A KTO ceiiuac BbIXOIWI? — OXPAaHHUK HAXMYPUJICS, IPUIIOMUHAS, TIOTOM JIMLIO €r0 IPOCBET-
neno. — A, Bl uMeete B Buly Keppu Urpeiin! OHa u Bnpasay npenecTHas IeBylka, Ho mucc Urpeiin
HE Bpay, OHa — MalMeHTKa JAokTopa IxuHa Yophecca...

MosxeT ObITh, OH TOBOPHII U €I1Ie YTO-TO, HO CIIyX Ha Kakoe-To BpeMs oTkazal Ckaio. Pamuus
Keppu — Urpeiin? Moxer ObiTh, faxke Kpricten Urpeitr? Benp oH Tak U He y3HAJ ee TOJTHOTO UMEHH,
OIMPOMETUYUBO PACCYIIUB, UTO JJIsI TIOOBU aHKETHBIC JAHHBIC HE 00S3aTeJIbHBI.

Hanpsixenno npumtypusiimch, Ckail cMOTpels, Kak OXpPaHHUK OTKPBIBAE€T POT, ILJIENaer
ry0aMu, HO He CIIBIIIAJ HU €AMHOTO 3BYKA, IPOM3BOAMMOrO MMHU. Bor Hakaza ero riyxoToi 3a ero
npecryruieHre. Ho, ckopee Bcero, 3To ObUIO CIIEACTBIEM MEPEKRUTOrO IIOKA.

A, MOXeT, Tpon30IUIa OmuOKa, W Bce ele Hanaautcsa? VrpeilH — TUMUYHO IMOTIAHCKas
pamuus, He oqHa Keppu Hocut ee. HaBepHoe, ectb npyras Kpucren Urpeiis... Ho oHa He xuBer
B XenMcpenie, He OrepupoBajiach B IIEHTpE TpaHCIUIaHTonoruu, u [lasoma He Oblia ee TOHOPOM.
Cepaue IManomsl, HexHOe, MooOsIee, nocraiock Keppu. He ciayvaiiHo oH momoOu ee ¢ mepBoro
B3MJIAJA. ..

— ...TaM IMPOM30IIUIA TaKask UCTOPUS, UTO MO HEW BIOPY Cepuallbl CHUMATh, — FOBOPHJI OXPaH-
HUK, JOBOJIBHBIN, UTO 3aMoydm1 OnarogapHoro ciymarens. — Y mucc Keppu Obiia Marth, KoTopast
TOXe OoJiesnia Mo CepaeyHOl YacTh. A OMeparuio MOTJIH ClesaTh TONBKO OHOM, HO Muccuc Kpucren
HHUYEro He cKasaJia JJOuke, YTo yMpeT Oe3 oneparyu, U MpuBe3ia ee Clofa.
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— Ona ymepna? — ycinsimai Ckail CJIOBHO CO CTOPOHBI UYXKOU, M3JIOMaHHBIN TOJIOC.

— Yepe3s napy Mecs1eB, — B3I0XHYJ OXPaHHUK.

— W1 marb, u 104b 3B ogHAKOBO — Kpucten Urpeitn?

— He coBcem Tak, — MyX4nHa He yIUBHJICS €ro Bompocy. Beceraa xouercst 3HaTh Kak MOKHO
Ooubiie 00 0OBEKTE CBOETO MHTEpeca.

— Kpucren — 310 Mats, a y mucc Keppu nosnsoe ums — Kepcren. Mimena 3Bydar Bpozie Ioxoxe,
HO KepcreH — 310 apyroe nms.

— 3Hauur, onepaiuio Ha cepaue caenanu Kepcren, a math ymepina?

— TouHo Tak. Muccuc Kpucren noxeprBoBajia coOOH, Tak CKa3aTh. A 9TO 3HAYHT, — OX PAHHUK
HEO)KMJJAHHO C YYBCTBOM XMBIKHYJI, — YTO y Bac He OyleT Telld, MUCTEp DBaHC, €CJM Bbl BIPYT
noseziere mucc Keppu no anraps.

— I nmombITaloch, — BCE elle UCIBIThIBAS 3JI0)KEHHOCTD B yIIIaX, KaK OT Pe3KOro rnogbeMa Ha
BbicOTy, CKail yabIOHYIICS.

Onu obMmeHsuuCh elnie mapoit ¢pa3, u Ckail "BCIOMHMII' O HA3HAUEHHOW BCTpeue C BPavuoM,
KOTOpasi ¥ IIpPUBEJIa €ro CerofiHs B rocnuTasib. OH Mpocuies MUHYT MATHAALATh B KOMHATE 1151 [ToCe-
IIIEHWH, TBITAsICh IPABIJIBHO YJIOXKHUTh BCE Ma3jbl B MO3auKy. Ho MbIcu ynpsiMo BO3Bpaliaimch K
TOMY Teppopy, uTo oH ycrpora Keppu, npunumas ee 3a Kpucren Urpeiin. Kotopast Toxe He Oblia
HY B YeM BHHOBATA.

Ckaiinep YuajeH 9yBCTBOBaJI ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO MPOCHYJICA TOCJE TSKEJION, MyUYUTETbHON
00JIe3HU, HO 3TO MPOOYKAEHUE He MPUHECIO HUKAKOro OOJerdyeHusi, Tak OH ObUT c1ad, pacTepsH
u... Hamyrad. Harmyran tem, 4To eBa He MOryOWII JTIOOMMYIO UM [IEBYIIKY, €IMHCTBEHHYIO JIparo-
LIEHHOCTh, KOTOpasi y Hero Oblia. Ee J1i000Bh HarlOMHMHAJIA IIBETOK HAa PACCBETE, JIyYl BOCXOMSIIETO
COJTHIIA, BHIPBIBAIOLIMECS] U3-TIO/ TOMIIM BOJ M OKPAIIMBAIOIINE OKEAHCKUE BOJHBI B CAMble HEBEPO-
saTHbIe 11BeTa. OHa ObUIa TAKUM K€ 4yI0M, KaK CJie3bl MJIaJeHIa, ’KeMUy)KHHAMH CKaThIBAIOIINECs B
TMOJICTaBJICHHbIE J1a0MKU. OH MOTepsieT ee, ITO BCEro JIUIIb BOMPOC BPEMEHH.

Ckalio XBaTUJIO COPOKAa MHUHYT, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS U THIATETBHO BCE OOCYAUTH C JOKTOPOM
JxnHOM YopHeccoM. XUpypr HEMHOIO IOYIUBIIAJICA I10 ITOBOAY TOTO, YTO HAYETO HE CIIBIILAT OT
Kepcren Urpeiin o HamMunM y Hee KeHHXa, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 0100pwJI Bee TulaHbl MucTepa PoBepa
B oTHoIeHnu Mucc Urpeitd, cHaOaun Ckast Kyvell IpeInrcaHiil ¥ B3sUT KJIATBY pa3 B TPU MecsIa
npuBo3uTh Keppu B IHBepHECC A1 OCMOTpA.

Boopy:xennblit OarocioBenneM qoktopa, Ckait oTripaBuiicsi B 00paTHbIN myTh. Kak oH HU crie-
I, HO BheXall B XeJIMCIEWT 1Mocie HACTYIJIGHUsI TEMHOTHI U, He 3ae3xkast K ce0e, CBepHYJI K 3Ha-
KOMOMY JI0MYy Ha AJUTMCOH-poall. Vi3beneHHoe TpeBoror BooOpakeHue MOJCOBBIBATIO eMy Bee Ooree
1 OoJiee KMBble KAPTUHKU: HAITyraHHAsI TEMHOTOM M MaHbsIKOM, ITPUTaUBIIMMCS B cafy, Keppu npsi-
YeTcsl B JOME U SIPKO 32)KUTaeT BO BCEX KOMHATAX CBET. .. 3a0MBaeT JI0CKaMH U3HYTPY OKHA U JIBEPH. . .
WY TUIAYeT, CBEPHYBIIMCh KOMOYKOM T0[ ofiesioM. .. Ee 6obHOe cepiiie MOXKeT STOro He BblIep-
KaTh, U BUHOBAT Oy/ieT TONbKO OH, CKaid.

[Tpomuaimch yepe3 TEMHBIN caJl IO CKOJIb3KOM JIOPOKKE, YUJJIEH C TAKOM CUJION 3aKOJIOTUJT
BO BXOJIHYIO IBEPb, UTO, ec’v Keppu He ymeprna ot yxaca rpu Buje ero "cropnpusa’, OCTaBJIEHHOTO
B JIOMe, OHa MMeJla BCe IIAaHChI cAesaTh 310 ceiiyac. Ckail mocTyyvas elie SHepruyHee U 3aKpuda
OIHOBPEMEHHO:

— Keppu, He 6oiics, 310 51, Ckaii! Keppu!

CrycTst ISITh WM 1IECTh MUHYT, TIOKA3aBIIUMHUCS €My OeCKOHEUHBIMH, 32 JABEPbIO MOCIIBIIIA-
JIUCh OCTOPO’KHBIE IIard. B 1e1b BBIpBaICs OCTPBIH JIyd IEKTPUUECKOTO CBETA M IMOKA3TUCh TEM-
HbIE TIeperyraHHbIe IJ1a3a.

— Ckait? — npoluenraia 4yTh CIbIIIHO JeByIIKa. CHUT OTKPBITh IBEPD /10 KOHIIA Y HEe He OCTa-
BaJIOCh.

Ckail TOJTYKOM CJIeJTall 3TO 32 Hee, BOpBAJICA B MPUXOXKYI0 1 noaxsatii Keppu Urpeiin npex e,
YeM OHa CIOJI3/1a Ha Oc/a0eBIMX HOrax Ha 1mojl. Becusia oHa MeHblIIe, YeM NTUYKa, KOCTU BBICTYTIAJIH
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Jaxe B TeX MeCTax, IJie OHU He JIOJKHBI ObITh BUIHBI Y KeHIMHBIL. "Kak ke oHa m3myumnachk!" — ¢
TpeBoroi nogymain Ckail, IIsAs Ha 3eJIeHOBATO-0JIeJHOE JIUII0, 0OECKPOBJIEHHBIE TYObl, KPYTH MO
rmazamu. OH Mor youTs ee, Ho, cnaBa Cosnaremo, Bcé odonuiock. Tenepp Ckaitiep YuaneH Oyner
UCIIPABJISITh COIAESIHHOE VM.

— JlaBaii, roiiileM B KOMHATy, MOs1 ioporasi, — jierko noaHsiB Keppu Ha pyku, Ckail nepeHec ee
B TOCTHMHYIO U YJIOXKWJI HA TUBaH, OOTSHYTBIN BBITEPIIEHCS U 1aXKe MOPBAHHON B HEKOTOPBIX MeCTax
Marepueit. Keppu nepskanach 3a ero e 00euMH pyKaMu U OTKa3bIBalach OTITYCTUTD, Jake OKa3aB-
IIUCh B O€30MAaCHOCTH KOMHATHI.

— 41 HeHnaBmKy rposy, — Keppu 3amakana, apoxa BceM TesioM. — OHa CKOpO HAYHETCS — UyB-
CTBYelllb, KaK TIOTPECKUBAET BO3/1yX?

— He Bonnyiics, s 6yny psgom, — Ckalo Tak ke He XOTeJIOoCh OTITyCKaTh ee PyK, Kak U edl —
paccraBaTtbCsl C HUM.

— Xoporto, — mucc Urpeitn 6;1eaHO ynpiOHyIack. — MHe ¢ To0o# criokoiHo. $1 moomo Teds, —
OHa MPOM3HEC/A ITU CJIOBA HEBUHHO, KaK peOEHOK, KOTOPOro OTeIl IeTyeT B JI0O Ha HOYb.

Ckaii cxaut 3yObl, 3aKpbLT IJ1a3a. .. ¥ Pelicss. MeauTh ObLI0 HeJlb3l.

— Keppu, y MeHs ecTh k TeOe cepbe3HbI pa3roBop. DTo Jaxe He mpeiokeHue. S xouy, 4Toosl
THI yexaJla CO MHOU.

Pecuunpt Keppu 3arpenerani, Kak Kpbuibsi 0a00UKH, ¥ TO COBCEM HE BBITIISIEIIO TeaTpaIbHbIM
KECTOM.

— 3aueM MHe nepeeskarb B TBOU 10M, Ckail? I')po3a cKkOpo HauHEeTCs U Tak k€ CKOPO 3aKOH-
YUTCSI. DTO BCETO JIUIIH OJHA HOUb.

— Thl He TOHSIA MEHsI, — CKaB MajbllaMu ee pyKy, Ckail MPOHMKHOBEHHO IVISTHYJ B IJla3a
neBymku. — 5 xouy yBe3tu Te0s1 HacoBceM. B moii oM. Thl oeaenis?

— Hagcerna yse3tu u3 lllotnanaumn? — Henonumaroriie nosropuia Keppu. — 3auem?

Ckaii mocrapajics BJIOXKHTH B YIBIOKY Bce CBOe 0OasiHe.

— PasBe Th He noragpiBaembes? S momoOwm Teds. Tak CHIBHO, YTO MEHS IMyraeT MbIC/Ib He
BUJIETh MOIO JIIOOMMYIO XOTsI Obl JIeHb. MHE He TOJI CHITy OKa3aJIOCh CIIPABUTHCS C STUM 1yBCTBOM.

— Tel npeanaraenis MHe CTaTh TBOEW KEHOM?

— II-na, — mocse TOMHUTENbHON nay3bl noarBepawn Ckail. — JI1s Hadana Mbl OOpYYMMCS, ThI
MOKUBEIb B MOEM JIOME M TIPUMEIIIb PellieHre, YKe 3Has1, YTO 3HAUUT KUTb CO MHOU. Y MeHS TshKe-
JIBIA XapakTep, JooruMasl.

— 51 He mory yexatp, — o Keppu omMmpaumsiocs.

Ckaii He Tepsit Hafgexpl. [1o mpaBzie roBopsi, OH ObUT TOTOB, €CJIM OHA OTKAXKETCsl, YIAKOBATh
ee B 3aIUICYHbII MEIIOK M BBIBE3TH Ha OCTPOB KOHTPAaOaH/I0M.

— Ecnm Te6s1 6ecniokouT pasperieHre Bpadeid, To 5 yKe IMOTyIrI ero.

I'naza Keppu mmpoko pacKpbLIuCh.

— Tot — utO caenan?

— CeronHst THEM sI pa3roBapuBaJl C JOKTOPOM YOPHECCOM, U OH pa3peli tede yexarsb. Tebe
noHpaBUTCs Mol oM. Tel moous [aBain?

— 51 HuKorIa Tam He ObLIa, — TyOBI AEBYIIKH APOTHYJIH, CIOBHO OHAa COOMpPAach paccCMesiThCsI.

Ckaii Bce elle ¢ HanpsiKeHUEM YIIbIOHYJICS.

— 4 xuBy Ha mpekpacHoM ocTpose B [TonuHe3un. MecTHbIe KuTeu — ToOperIve JTOu, IMBU-
JM3aI|s He ycresa ucnoptuth ux. Ha Bcem octpoBe Tonbko oauH ropon — [anoma-Curu.

Keppu B3apornyna Bcem TesioM U 3amepria.

— Yro Takoe, 11000Bb MOA?

— Ilouemy 3TOT ropof Tak Ha3bIBaeTCs?

— IManoma-Cutu? D10 3HAYUT "TOPOJI TOTYOKH'' HA UTATTBTHCKO-aHTJIMHACKOM SI3BIKE.

— A KTO romyOka?
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— 41 e 3naw, — Ckaii cMyIIeHHO YIbIOHYJICS ell. — 1 HuKoraa He uHTepecoBasics. [opon yxe
CTOsIJT TaM, KOT/Ia MO POJIMTEN TMpHeXaiyd Ha OCTPOB.

Ero cectpy HazBasm [lasiomoii, moTomMy 4TO MaTepy 0e3yMHO HPaBUJIOCh HA3BaHUE rOPOAa; HO
B Takue nojgpooHocty Ckaii mocesmatk Keppu He cooupasics. Hukorga. OHa He JOKHA JOTaIaThCs,
Jake KUBS Ha ocTpose, uTo [lanoma Yugnen koraa-to cymecrsoBasa. EMy Haso o3BoHMTH [IIOKY
OpHYHTY ¥ MIOMIPOCUTH MOATOTOBUTD JJIs1 TOCTBY JIETHHI JI0M Ha rnodepeskbe. KoTTemxk crosi moutu
Ha TecKe, B MATUIECATH Iarax OT HaOeraiiux BOJH — U B MATH KWJIOMETpax OT MoMecTbs. Yto
COBCEM He TI0X0, APYToro 4eI0BeYeCKOro Kuiibs TaM HeT. Hukakue cocenu He HyKHBI eMy 1 Keppu.

— 1 cornacHa, — ybpIOHYIach JEBYIIKA, B €€ YIBIOKE CMEIIaTUCh JII0OOBb U HETePIIeIMBOE OXKH-
nanue repeMeH. — Heyxenu Te0s1 coBceM He ImyraeT Mosi O0JIe3Hb?

— J11st MEHs ThI JTydIlie BCeX B MUpe, TI0OMMasi, U COBEPIIEHHO He BaXKHO, IEpPeHecIa Thl KaKue-
TO Onepanuu uim HeT. Sl codupaiock MoOuTh U 6epedsb Tedst BCIo Moo Xu3Hb, Keppu Urpeiin.

I'maBa 5

Kepcren xuia cIOBHO BO CHE yke TPEThIO HENIeJTI0, COCTOSTHIE U3YMJIEHHOTO BOCXHILICHUS HE
nokuaaso ee. Yepes geHsb rocsie HOYHOTO pasroBopa onu co Ckaem npuierenu B Jlumy B Bpasmmin
Y Ha HeOOJIbIION SIXTe MPOAOUKMIIM CBOM IMyTh IO OCTpOBa DcMepaiibaa. Keppu BriepBble IUIbLIA
Ha Kopalsie 1 oracanach CTONb Pa3peKJIaMAPOBAHHON MOPCKOHM OOJNE3HH; HO KETyJOK ee OCTaJcCs
PaBHOYIIHBIM K Kauke. Mopckoe MyTelecTBIe 3aHsUIO0 ellle 1Ba THS.

[NonuHe3uiickuii pail BCTPETWII MX SIPKUM COJTHEYHBIM CBETOM, OEJIbIM MECKOM, 3eJICHBIMU
MaJibMaMU W HEeKHBIM IIIypIIaHNeM OKEaHCKHMX BOJH, HaOeraiomux Ha Oeper, 4ToObl Yepes3 MOIMHU-
HYTbI TOKUHYTH ero. K Takoit kpacore Keppu He Obl1a roTOBa J1ake MOCIIe peKJIAMHBIX MTPOCIIEKTOB,
KOTOpbIE OHAa TPOCMATPUBAJIA B CaMOJIETe.

Hebeca 3aech cusiimm Tak sIpKo, YTO MOC/IE CEPOro MIOTIAHICKOrO HeOa, TO U AeNO pa3paxaro-
mmerocs 1oxaeM, KepcreH gyyBcTBoBasia cedst OUTH ocnieniied. B 3ToM TpornnieckoM paio CBepKaio
BC€ — He0O, OKkeaH, OeJIbIi YHUCTHIN TIECOK, TIISHIIEBbIE JIUCThsI SK30THUECKUX PACTeHUM, OecTsIue,
Oynro BeIMBbITEIE Bofoi. Ho mup aiist Keppu Obu1 Obl SpKUM U Pa3HOLIBETHBIM JaXe B 3aIlJIECHEBEIOM
KOJIOJILIEe, KOorjia ¢ Heto psijioM Obut Ckaid.

3a HernonHbIe TpU Hesleu Keppu 3aropena Tak, 4To crajia MoXoxkel Ha MyJ1aTKy, Koge ¢ MoJo-
KOM, TIPHYEM J0JIs1 MOJIOKA YMEHbIIIAIach C KaXJbIM JHEM. BoJockl, oTimBaroiye 3010ToM Ha (poHe
3a;miBa Mopu-®epT, nocreneHHo npruodpeTany 1BeT, KoTopblii Keppu HasbiBana "KogeiHblil JieH".
Ckail BoCXHUIIIAJICS e BOJIOCaMHU, €€ IJla3aMU, IMOXOAKOM, €€ OCTPhIM YMOM, HO TaK U HE pPelImics
MIPEANPUHSATH aTaKy Ha ee Teso. Y Helb3s cKa3aTh, YTO OH MOTEpsT HHTepeC K Hel Kak K JKeHIIMHE,
y3HaB Mpo ee Oone3Hb. Ckaiiniep PoBep m30 Bcex cuit crapajicst ObITh 3a00TIIMBBIM U JICTMKATHBIM.
Keppu He ynanock mponmycTUTh HA OHOM Tparie3bl, HA OIHOTO MpUeMa JIEKApCTB, MOKa ee OIUTeIb-
HBIT CTpax OBUT PSIIOM, BCE, 4TO MOTJIO TIoOecrokonTh Keppu, 3apaHee youpanoch U3 ee mojisi 3peHus.

Korma npu6sut 6arax Keppu, neByiika rnopa3suiach, Hackoibko Ckait Bce npogymain. OH He
3a0bLJ1 ee JTIOOMMOW IOMAIITHE! OIeXKIbl, e KOCMETHKH, 3ar1aca JISKapcTB Ha 1mojroja Brepes. B smu-
Kax JIe)KaJlu JJake ee MHCTPYMEHTBI Il pe3bObl 10 AEPEBY, €€ aTbOOMBI C 3apUCOBKAMH M MaTepHal.
Ho Keppu uyBcTBOBasTa ceOsl CIMIIIKOM pa3HEXEHHOH, CIIMIIIKOM JIEHUBOM, YTOOBI OpaThes 32 padboTy
— Ty camylo, 4TO TIO[/IEP)KMBAJIA €€ B YKACHbIE THU U HEJIENU N0C/Ie CMEPTH MaTepH.

Korrenx, B koTOopoM OHa kuja, — 4oM CKast — CTOSIT IOUTH Ha TUISDKE U BBIIISIZIEN JOCTAaTOYHO
CKPOMHO: 0eJ10e OIHOSTaXHOE 3[aHKe C BepPaH/I0W, TpeMsi KOMHATAMH BHYTPU U KPOXOTHOM KyX-
Heil. Keppu BIonHe ycTpanBaia 3ta mpocToTa, B 0osiee 00raTroM KUIMIIE OHa YyBCTBOBasa Obl ceOst
HesloBKO. Xopoiio, urto y Ckas He Tak Y MHOro geHer. OHM OCTaHyTCs O 3aKaTa UX KU3HEW B
9TOM JOMHKE Ha Tuisike, Ckail OyaeT 3aHMMaThCsl CBOMMHM I0PUIMIECKUMH JIeJIaMU — XOTs1, Kak Keppu
TMO/I03peBaJIa, HA TAKOM MaJIEHbKOM OCTPOBE €ro MPAKTHKA He BEJIMKA; a OHA CTAHET MO-TPeKHEMY
MpOJaBaTh CBOU PE3HbIE N3/EHsI M BHOCUTH THM CBOIO JOJTIO B CEMEWHBIH OtojikeT. Y Hux BcE Oyner
xopolio, naxe eciu Ckail Tak U He MPEIJIOKUT el ctaTh Muccuc Posep.
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Keppu Bcepbes 1 He paccunThiBasia Ha 310. Hecmotps Ha Bee yennust Ckast, OHa MO-TIpexXHeMY
olrymaia cedsi TYPUCTKON Ha K30THUECKOM KypopTe, CPOK MyTEBKM KOTOPOW MCTEKaeT CO AHS Ha
AeHb. BbIJIo MOUuTH HEBO3MOKHO MPEICTABUTH, YTO OHA IIPOKUBET B OKPYKEHUH STOTO SIPKOTO COJHIIA,
©eJ10ro MecKa 1 BJIAKHOU 3eJIeHH BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb.

Bpemst npochImarhes MpUILIIO ABa AHS Ha3aa, korga yexan Ckail; Keppu Oblia yBepeHa, uto
MMEHHO OHA KaKUM-TO 3araJIouHbIM 00Opa3oM BBIHYAMJIA €rO CAENATh 3TO.

To yTpo Havanoch Kak OOBIYHO: MO3[HEe MPOOYKAEHHE MO IIyM HaOeralux OKeaHCKHX
BOJTH, CKail, 0:)KMAAIOIIMIL €€ HA Teppace C YKe TOTOBBIM 3aBTPAKOM — MOTYPT, TOCTHI U Liesiast KOp3UHa
sKk3oTHueckux gpykToB. Ckail He pa3pe3al ux 10 Tex Mop, noka Keppu He ycraBaia pas3risasiBaTh
IO/l ¥ BOCXUIIAThCS (paHTa3uer co3jaBiieit ux npupojabl. OKazanock, 4To 3a BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb
HUYEro, Kpome OaHaHOB M aHAHACOB HAa KapTHUHKE, OHA He BUJIENA.

Stum yrpom Ckail ycrpown Keppu sk3aMeH — 3aBs3aB I71a3a, OH KJIaJl €id B POT MO OJHOMY
JIOMTUKY (DPYKTHI U, HEKHO MOAApa3HUBast, 3CTABJISUT yraapBaTh UX Ha3BaHue. B pesysbrate Keppu
Tak oObenach PPyKTaMH, YTo elle yaca MoJITOpa MOIJIA TOJBKO JIEKaTh Ha MOKPHIBAJIE IO TETUTHIM
COJIHIIEM M JpeMaTb, KaK CHITHIH TIoieHb. [IpoCHYach OHa B OHO MIHOBEHHE, Oe3 ciiefia O0JIeBaB-
111eHl ee B Mocye/iHee BpeMsi JIeHH, SHEPIMYHO CceJla Ha KOBPUKE, TOTOM BekourIa. [labiisl TpeboBam
pabotbl. Keppu Urpeiin HaripaBuiach B JOM 3a KapaHAAIlaMH M MAnKoi ¢ 3cku3amu. OHa chesnaer
POCKOIIHBIA nogapok ajst Ckasi, XOTsl IO CUX IOp He 3Hasa, KOrJa TOYHO y HEero JIeHb POKICHHUS.
OHa BbIpEsKeT U3 KyCKa JiepeBa BeCh 3TOT OCTPOB — C MaJIbMaMH, BOJIHAMU U MAJICHbKAM JJOMHKOM Ha
Oepery okeaHa. A, MOXeT ObITb, Iake ¢ MUHHATIOpHbIMU (purypkamu Anama u EBbl — Ckast u ee. 3a
BCE TpU Hezlenu Ha DcMepanbie KepeTeH He BeTpeTusiia Hi €IMHOTO YesioBeKa M Havaula yke COMHe-
BaThCsl, 4TO OCcTpoB odutaem. Korma-to Ckaii ynmoMsiHyJ1, 4To Ha DcMepalibie ecTb ropon, [lamoma-
Curtu, Ho Keppu He xoTenoch MpocuTh 0TBE3TH ee Tyaa. OHa 6osiiack camoro 3Toro umenu — [Nanoma.
UYro, ecy B TOM ropojie e CyXAeHO BCTPETUTh cBoI0 cyabOy? Het yx, Gnaromapium MoKopHO, OHa
MOTEPIUT B HEU3BECTHOCTH.

[otsuaysumics, Keppu cHsia ¢ ganbHel NMOJNKK aabOOM C cKU3aMu. Benen Ha mos CriopxHy:T
HAOpPOCOK — JIMIIO U (pUrypa MPUCHUBILEHCS €l AeBYIIKH, KOTOpylo oHa cuuTania [lamomoi. Torna,
OBICTPO HAOPOCAB CHITYIT, OHA 3aCyHYJIa PUCYHOK MEXIy JIUCTaMu aibOoma 1 3a0bl1a 0 HeM. Kepcren
B Pa3ayMbe ITOCMOTpeIa Ha JEBYIIKY, OMUPAIOIYIOCS IPABOi pyKOU Ha ABEPb KPACHOTO CIIOPTUBHOTO
aproMoOmIsl. [lanoma oTBevyasia e CIIOKOMHBIM, CAMOYBEPEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, CJIOBHO TOBOPSIIIIVIM:
"TlonpoOyii, yHUUTOXb MeHs!"

Keppu noxaia nieyamu, cyHyaa HAOPOCOK Ha IpekHee MecTo. DTa uctopusi ¢ [1anomoii 3akoH-
YMJIaCh, KaK KOHYAIOTCS PaHO WJIM TMO3/IHO BCE WICTOPHM; €/1Ba JIA TOT CyMAacCHISANINIA A0oragaeTcs
MCKaTh ee Ha MaJloHaceJleHHOM ocTpoBe B [lonunesuu. KepcteH HEBOIBHO yIBIOHYIACH TIPH MBICIH,
B KaKyI0 fIpOCTb, JIOJDKHO OBITh, BMaJ TOT YEJIOBEK, YBHIECB pa3OUThHId BApeOe3rn MarHUTO(OH U
TIOHSIB, UTO KepTBa yCKOJIb3HY/a oT Hero. Hactpoenne Keppu cpasy yiydmminocs, riae-To Haj rojo-
BOW TPEHbKHYJIA 30JI0THIMH CTPYHAMH JIMPbI AOJTOXKIAHHAS MY3a.

Kepcren ycrpounsack prucoBarh Ha HEOOJIBIIIOM MbICE, BAAIOIIEMCSI B MOPE HEJAJIEKO OT JIOMa;
tam CKail ele B MepBble THY ITOCTABWII [UIsl Hee CPellu IEPEBbEB MAaPYyCUHOBOE KPECo, YTOObI OHA
MorJIa OTAbIXaTh B TeHU. Ee Bo3mo0eHHbIi moHuMalt, uto nocie Hlotnanauu ei tskesno Oynet Bee
BpeMsl HAaXOJUTHCSI MO IPKUM KapHOCKHM COJIHIIEM.

JleByIiIka paccrenuia Iie/l Ha TpaBe U Hauasla pucoBaTh CHITYST OYyIyILEro OCTpoBa B ajiboome
TOHKO OTTOYEHHBIM KapaHpamoM. [TocteneHHo Ha GeJ1oM JIECTe MPOCTYMal MONIOTUi Oeper, MaabMbl,
HavaJs MOsIBJISATHCS JAOM. ..

— 41 He xoten TeOs1 6ECMOKONTH, TOpOrasi, HO MPOIIO BpeMs YK€ U MO3JHEro JaHya, a Thl He
nosiBiisienibesl. Thl He vyBcTBYellb rojoga? — Ckail cesl Ha pacK/aHOe KPecio, BO3BbILASACH HAJl
Keppu, nmocraBui Ha OKPHIBAJIO KOP3UHY, IPUHECEHHYIO C COOOH, U TIOCMOTPEI Ha 30JI0TOBOJIOCYIO
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momianaky. OHa yapidaiack eMy HEMHOTO OTCTPaHEHHO, B IV1a3aX €€ CBETHJIOCh CTOJIBKO JIIOOBH, UTO
cepaue Ckasi CHOBa HAallOJHIJI CTpax MoTepsTh ee. [locie 3Toro eMy ocTaHeTcsi TONbKO YTOUTHCS.

— 41 He XO4y TIOKa3aThCsl CTapbIM OPIO3TOH, JIIOMMasi, HO TeOe He CTOUT CHICTh Ha 3emuie. Thl
MOXeIlb TPOCTYAUTHCS, & B TBOEM COCTOSIHHH. . .

— 51 HuKorma He yyBcTBOBasa ceds Jyure, Ckail, — Keppu cMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ Me4taresibHbIM
BuaoM. — I OyaTo momnana B CKasKy, JI0OOBb MOSI.

— MeHs nenaeT cuacTIMBBIM TBOE c4yacTbe, — CKail TOPBIBUCTO B3I €€ 3a pyKy. — S Hazierocs,
YTO 371eCh, Ha DCMepalib/ie, Thl HUKOT/IA He y3HAelllb CTpaxa win oropueHuid. Eciu ato Oyzet B Moux
cunax. Tebe Hevyero onacarbesl.

Kepcren noBHMMaTenbHee IIsSIHYJIA HA HETO.

— ITouemy TbI 3aroBOpMII 00 3TOM?

— MHe He HpaBUJIOCH, Kak Thl BeirsiAena B [llomianauu, — He cran KpuBuTh aymion Ckai. —
Takas ycraBiasi, HaryraHHas. . .

— Y mens Obi ipuanHbl, — Keperen Urpeii yriepiach B3ISIOM B CBOU MaJIbIIbI, B KOTOPBIX
BepTesia KapaH/aril.

— Yero TbI Oosi1ach?

— Pazperm MHe He 06cy)kaath 310 ¢ TOOOH, CKaiijiep, — ¢ HeCYaCTHBIM BUIOM, HO TBEPHOCTHIO
B TOJIOCE MTPOTrOBOPHJIA JIEBYIIKA. — YecTHoe CI0BO, 3TO COBCeM-CoBceM TeOsi He Kacaercsi. Kpome
TOT0, TOM MPOOIEMBI OOJIBIIIE HE CYIIECTBYET.

— Hy u cnaBHo, — BctaBasi, Ckail moragui ee 1o 1ieke. — Hagelocs, Tereps Thl Beeraa Oyelnb
TOJIBKO YJIBIOAThCS.

— Kak IlenkyHnuuk, — nogapasnuia ero Keppu. — Tbl He X04elb OCMOTPETh MOU PUCYHKU?

Ckail yibIOHyIICS.

— Emie Obl, 51 MPOCTO CTECHSJICS IOMPOCHUTb.

[NonoxuB Ha JIEBYI0 PYKY TSDKEJIBIN abOOM, MY)KUYMHA TIPUHSUICS TEPEeTUCThIBATh CTPAHUIIBI.
OH He CKyNWICS] Ha BHIPaKEHHST BOCXHMIIEHUS TaTaHTOM XYJOKHHKA.

— Tebe Hy HO yUMThCS B CHIEIMATBHOM MIKOJIE, ThI CTAaHEIIb 3HAMEHUTOCTBIO.

— 1 He xouy OBITh 3HAMEHUTOCTHIO, — 3aCMesIach MOTIAHIKA. — Jlydre s1 Oyay mpoCcTo KeHOH,
uMerolIel HeoObIYHOE X000U.

— JloroBopuitick, — CKkaii HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI TTOLIEIOBATh €€, ATbOOM B €r0 pyKax HaKpeHUJICH,
Y U3 HErO TMOCHIIAIKICh pa3HOpOpMaTHBIE OyMaru — HAaOPOCKHU, CKU3bI, YEPTEKH.

— Ox, nzBuHN"!

— Huuero crpaminoro. Bo BceM BHOBaTa MOsI IPUBBIYKA XPAHUTD B aJIbOOME BCE, UTO MPHUIET
B TOJIOBY.

Ckail mpuces Ha KOPTOYKH, moMorasi Keppu cooupath ¢ OKpHIBaJIa U C TPABbI PACCHITABIINECS
Oymary. BHe3arHo oH 3amep, CJIOBHO IPOH3EHHBIN MOJTHHEH, Iepika B pyKe KapaHJalTHbI HAOPOCOK.

— Otkyna 310 y Te0s1?

— Yto numenno? — Keppu noTsiHynach, 4ToObl B3MISIHYTh HA €0 HAaXOAKY. — A... — TyObI ee
CKaJICh, HA JIUIIO JIETJIa TeHb.

— DT0 YacTh TON UCTOPHH, O KOTOPOH 5 He 3axoTesia Tede paccKas3biBaTh. OTHAKIBI HOUbIO MHE
MIPUCHUIIACH 9Ta JIEBYIIKA. Sl He 3HAI0, TUIO/ 3TO MOETO BOOOPaKEHH I MIIM OHA CYIIECTBYET HA CAMOM
Jene. .. HO OHa TaK KpacuBa, TaK HEOObIUHA, YTO 51 He CMOIJIa MOOOPOTh MCKYIIIEHUSI HAPHCOBATD €e.
[IpaBaa, B Heil €cTh YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE?

— [poxknstee! — muiio Ckast ObUI0 MPaYHBIM M HAITyTaHHBIM OJHOBPEMEHHO, HACKOJIBKO BO3-
MOKHO COBMEIIATh 3TH JJBE SMOIMHU. — Thl 3Haelb, 1a? 3Haelb? — OH BIWJICS I1a3aMu B I1a3a Keppu.

— 3Hao 4T0? — JeByIIKa CJerka OTOABMHY/IACh, HO HE OTBeNa B3MIsiga. — Thl YBEpeH, 4To
xoportio ceds1 ayBcTByelb, Ckaii?

— Bynp Bce mpoksiATo! — mpopbiyall ee BO3MOOIEHHbI, MOJHUMAsCh Ha HOTU. — Jlepbmo! —
OH OrPOMHBIMH IIIATraMH MTPOMYAJICS K JIOMY, ¥ Yepe3 MUHYTY 3allyMes MOTOp ero jxumna. MammHa
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JIeTena 1o JIopore Tak, CJIOBHO 3a Hell THaJMCh BCe JbsBOJIBI U3 npeucnioaneir. Ho naxe nm Keppu
He noxenana Obl HacThdb Ckaityiepa PoBepa, KOTOpBIN cuies Ha IepeAHEM CHICHUH, BICTTUBILICH B
PYJIb C BUOM KaMUKa/13€e, YBUICBIIETO Niepe]] COOOH 3eMITI0 M OCO3HABIIIETO, YTO TO €ro MOCeAHUI
nonet. Vinu naxe He 3emMutio, a OypIislid BYJIKaH — pa3BepcThie BOPOTa a/1a.

INon6upass pucynku, KepcreH mnoxana minedamu. Heyxemun BHemHocTh ee Ilamombl Tak
NoTpsicia MyKckoe Hadasio Ckasi, YTO OH OTHPaBHJICS MCKaTh KPACOTKY C PUCYHKa, rje Obl OHa HU
obu1a? Yto K, ec OH OyzeT Tak rHaTh MallMHY, TO MOJYYHT IIaHC BCTpeTUThes ¢ [lamomoint — Ha
HebOecax. Keppu mbITanach 3a MPOHUEH CKPBITH CBOE OECHOKOWCTBO 32 JTIOOMMOro MyXK4uHy. Yro,
eciim Ckaii He BepHetcsi? Ho kyaa emy eliie BO3BpaliaThesi, KpoMe cBoero qoma? A eciu OH ronajer
B aBApUIO WJIY TOJIE3eT B APAKy MOCJIe HECKOJIBKMX MOPIIUI BUCKH B Oape? A ecnu... a BApYr... He To
yTo0BI CKail ObLT TIEPBBIM YEJIOBEKOM, TOKUHYBIIIUM €€ XKU3Hb 0e3 BCAKUX 00bsicHeHu#, Ho Kepcren
BCE XK€ XOTEJIOCh, YTOObI OH BepHyJicsi. OHa MpUHSIA €AMHCTBEHHOE PellieHre, JOCTYITHOE KEeHIIMHE
B €€ TMOJIOKEHUH — KAATb.

Jlenatp 9TO OHa Havaja CIIOKOWHO U 00cTosTeNIbHO. OCMOTpesa 3amackl epl B KyXHe 1 KJIaJ0-
BOW KOTTEIKa U TPUIILIA K BBIBOLY, YTO TOJOAHAS CMEPTh MOXET €€ HACTUTHYTh MPUMEPHO Yepes
nonroaa. K Tomy BpemMeHr OHa TOYHO HAy4UTCs JIOBUTh MOPCKYIO phIOY C MTOMOIIBIO CHACTEH, OOHa-
PYKEHHBIX B MACTepCKO# B nojBajie. byaer murarbcsi ppiOOH, 3aniedeHHON Ha KOCTpe, M KOKOCAMU
C MaHro, OOMJIbHO CBHICAIOIIMMU C JIEPEBbEB B COCEOHUX polax. B ormmuue ot Podunszona Kpyzo
y Hee, Keppu, ecTb 3HaUMTENIbHOE MTPEUMYIIECTBO — OHA YUTANA, XOTS U B AETCTBE, ITO MPEBOCXO/-
HOE PYKOBOJICTBO IO BBIKMBAHHIO HA TPOITMYECKOM OCTpoBe. Keppr HECKOIbKO MCTEPUYECKH 3aXH-
xuKasa. MIHTepecHo, 4yepe3 CKOJIBKO JIET OHA Ha{yMaeT BBIIOIOUTH MUPOTY U3 CTBOJIA MIEPEMMIICHHOTO
MaHMKIOPHOM MMUJIOUKOM JepeBa?

Ha cnenyrommuii ners Kepcren UrpeitH onsath pucoBasia, crapasich He BIaJaTh B YHbIHUE, a IS
3TOro — COBepIleHHO He aymath 0 Ckae. HaOpocok ocTpoBa ObLT MOYTH TOTOB, HE XBATAJIO TOJBKO
3HAHUU O ceBepHOM OKOHEeUHOCTH DcMmepanbabl. [logymas, Keppu HapucoBaia mopT ¢ npuyajiamu,
3aJIMB U U3SIIIHbBIC SIXTH B HEM TaK, KaK OHA MpeJCTaBisiia cede HeOOIBIION MOPTOBBIN TOPO/.

Houslo et onsith cHmnack [Manoma. B 3ToT pa3 aeBymika xmypuiia OpoBU U OY€Hb HEMPUATHO
MPUTIOTHUMAJIA BEPXHIO Iy0y Hajl OCTPhIMU OeJIbIMU 3y0aMu — CJIOBHO Obl cKanmiiack. «Tebe He Ha
YTO PACCUMTHIBATH!» — 3710 MOBTOPsJIa OHA, TIOCTYKMBasti HOCKOM cariora o jgopory. Kak Bcerna, 3a ee
CIIMHOM OblJTa KpacHasi CIIOPTHBHASI MAIIIMHA C BKJTIOUEHHBIM JJBUTaTeJIeM, 32 3aTEMHEHHBIM CTEKJIOM
yrabIBajICs ellle OJMH KeHCKUIA CHITYaT.

Keppu npocHynack B OTy — 1 B pa3apaxeHuu. [Jo Kakux mop 3ta KarnpusHas JAeBuia OyaeT
npecnenoBarh ee? Moxer ObITh, 3T0 ayx [lamombl mopOpackiBa el OTBpaTUTEbHbIE CIOPIPU3bI B
XemnmMcreitne 1 octaBisi1 Bce 9Tv 3anucku? Cromn. B Muctuky oHa He Beput. I'agoctu O6butd 1eiom
PYK peayibHOro 4esioBeKa, U3 TUIOTH M KPOBH, a HE TOM, OT KOTOPOM OCTAJIOCh JIMIIIb CEp/Lle, a BCe
OCTaJIbHOE JaBHO pasjaraercsi B mape MeTpoB mof 3emieil. [lopaxeHnas ee norukou, [lasoma no
KOHIIa HOuM ocTaBuiIa Keppu B mokoe. A paHO yTpoM B IIOCTENTb CKOJIB3HYJIO TETI0e 0OHAKEHHOE TeJIO
C COBEPIIIEHHO OKOYEHEBIIMMHU pyKamMH M Horamu; ux-1o CKail ¥ IPUHSIICS OTOrpeBaTh, MOACYHYB
MO CIIAIIYIO IEBYIIKY.
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A. Cepnenra. «CMepTb — TOJILKO HAYAJIO»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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