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IIpoJior

Kt0 ckazan, yro B Ay Henb3s kuTb? VM 4TO cHe 371a4HOe MeCTo OOKHTarolel Temrepa-
TYpbI CIUIOLIb U PAJOM 3aCeIeHO JIeMOHaMM M Oecamu BceX (hOpM M BUJIOB U3 CpPEAHECTaTUCTHYE-
ckoro kommapa? HoHceHe, rocriofa. BcemMu u3BecTHBI Afl HE UTO MHOE, KaK MapaJulesIbHBI MUP
3emuie, C )KUBYILMMM HA HEl CMEPTHBIMH YeJIoBeYeCKUMH oco0sMU. U Kak B moboM mupe, B Ay
€CTh ropojia 1 J1axe MMIIEpPUH CO CBOE nepapXuei 1 BIacThio. M HaceasIoT ux BIOJIHE CUMIIATHYHbIE
BU/IBl, YTO CTOSIT BBILLIE CTYIEHBIO IOCIE MOHCTPOIOIOOHBIX YepTel M MPOUel 370CTHOM MaKOCTH.
ITHUX CTPAIIWIOK MBI HE BCTPETHM, TaK KaK UCTOPUSI TIOWAET UMEHHO O TeX 0COOSIX, YTO HAXOASTCS
TaK CKa3arh 10 JPYTYI0 CTOPOHY BOJIOLMH OT POraThiX M MEPEeNoOHYaTOKphUIBIX. O TexX, KTo Onike
1o 06pazy 1 nogoomio K monsam. Ho He Tak Jajeko oT mpapoauTesniei 37a. . .

Ha-na. Tak yx BbIIUIO, yTO cTapuHa Jlormdep B cBoei OECKOHEYHO JAJTMHHON U HE JIMIIEHHOH
MIPUKJIIOYEHUI XKH3HU 1apOBaJl HA4a10 MHOTMM HOBBIM OTHEHHBIM pacaM. JIeTHIIKY MOy YrIIUCh YTO
HaJ0. 370CTHBIE, KOPBICTHBIE U Yepecuyp CaMOCTOSTE bHbIE MO CTaTh Marnouke. Tak 1 06pa3oBanuch
CO BpeMeHeM [1Ba OOIIMPHBIX U IIMPOKO W3BECTHBIX B JIIOACKUX MH(pax KiaHa — pypuil U (peHuk-
coB. [loHauasry Bce LIUIO 3aMevartesibHO, Hy MO aJCKUM MepKaM eCTeCTBEeHHO. Kuiu, He TyKWiH,
IIPOLIBETAIIM AaXe, U3peKa TUPaHs YesIoBeUYeCTBO B coceqHeM Mupe. Ho co BpemeHeMm, Korja Joau
003aBesTCh TPOYHON [IMBUIIM3ALIMEHN U TEXHOJIOTUSIMH, TEPPOPU3NPOBATh UX CTAJIO CKy4yHO. [ToTomy
YTO MHOI'MM U3 HUX 3TO HPaBUJIOCh, U OHHM B CBOIO OYepe/lb MBbITAJIMCh OTIOBUTh UyAHBIX CO3JaHUM
Y IIpenaprpoBaTh UX Kak JsAryniek. Hy ux, ¢ TakKuMU onbITaMu. YK JTydlle IepeHsTh Y OAIIKOBUTHIX
CMEPTHBIX Mapy UJei MO MOBOY NEKTPOHUKHU U OPYKHS.

Ho ropsiuas KpoBb He JaeT NOKOs aJCKUM xutesaM. 1 He nonro aymasi, NONOJI3IM UHTPUTH
Y HalaJK1 Ha MEeCTHBIX oObIBaTesiell. Mao-riomany HeOOobIIe CBaphl 3aTSHYJHCh B O0Jiee 0KecTo-
YEHHbIE CXBATKM, a 3aTe€M I1EPEPOCIIM B MHOTOJIETHIOW Bpaxay. V1 KTO NepBbIM Havyall yke ¥ He BCIIOM-
HUTh. Ho utor Bcemy onuH. PeHMKCH U (DypHu CITYCTSI CTONETHS U3 OJIM3KHUX POJICTBEHHHUKOB ITpe-
BPATWJIKCH B JIOTHIX KPOBHBIX BParos.

Tak kK yemy Befercs MOBeCTBOBaHKME? A K TOMY, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, IIPABUTENISIM OOOHX
KJIAHOB B KOM TO BEKH HaJJOEJI0 BOeBaTh. M pelmim OH1 BEpHYThCS K ICTOKAM U OOBEJUHUTHCS. XOTS
elre HeM3BECTHO, K YeMy MpUBeAeT NofooHas OpenoBast uzes. Benp npencraButeny 000X pac, Bce
10 €IMHOTO, TIOTOJIOBHO HEHABUIAT APYT Apyra. Ml Ha MHEHUe UX BEPXOBHbIX IIUIIEK UM OTKPOBEHHO
HaruvieBarhb IJje-To B INyOMHax MX 4epHbIX Aynl. Ho mpukasbl HayanabCTBa €lie HUKTO HE OTMEHSI.
U ux xodvels He Xouellb, a OyIenIb BBITOMHATD. [lake eCliM 3TOT yKa3 KOPOJIEBCKOM [VIAaHU U BEJIUT
BCTYNUTH B Opak Mutaimei (pypHuiicKoi MprHIIECcce C IITaBHOKOMaHIYIOIIM apMuK (heHUKCOB. [1aObl
TEM CaMBbIM ITOATBEPAUT MUPHBI I0rOBOP Ha 01aro 000OMX HApOJIOB.

Ho HMKTO He cripaiimBa MeHs, X0uy JIU 51 OI0OHOW BEJIMKOW Y4acTH, BO3JIOKEHHON Ha MOM
MoJofble Iieun. A s1 COOCTBEHHO HUKTO MHasl Kak Ta camas Muiajmas ¢pypuiickas npuHuecca Basen-
THHa, oOelaHHas1 xkectokomy connadony Keepkey, Oyap on HenaneH. M 4To npukaxere MHe JienaTh,
€CJIM 51 U B CaMOM KOIIIMapHOM M3 CHOB U MOMBICJIUTh HE MorJia o 1ogio0HoM? [IpaBuiibHO, Oekarh.
Yto 51 COOCTBEHHO U czienaa.

U Botr Tenepp, mpoaupasich 4epe3 Toyble KOMIOYME HEBBICOKME OTPOCTKH, UTO 3BAJHCH ObI
Ha 3emuie JepeBbsMU, s TO U JeJI0, APOXka Kak 3asll, ONISABIBAIOCH Ha3al U 3aMHUpalo, BCIyIIMBa-
SICh B 3aBBIBAHMS1 3HOMHOTO BeTpa B OarpoBOil HOYM B OKMIAHWUU TIOTOHU, KJISIHS HA YeM Al CTOUT
CBOIO MaTh U YEPTHIXasACh MO/ HOC MOC/Ie KaxA0ro nagaeHus. He nves HU Maneiiuero noHATus, Kak
U rae Oyay KUTb Terepb, 51 ¢ KaKIbIM IIaroM BCe JaJIblIe W JaJiblie MOKUIala CBOM MPUBBIYHBINA
MHUD, 4TO ¥ ObUI CYpOBBIM M HETIPUIJISAIHBIM Ha NepBbIi B3I, OKyHasCh B HEU3BECTHOCTB C T0JI0-
BO, 5 MOKJIsIach cede elle Ha aylblX Meckax AJia, 4YTo HU 32 YTO HE BEPHYCh, [IOKA 3Ta JbSBOJIbCKAS
MIOMOJIBKA He KaHeT B HeObITuH. OHaKO, KaK 3HaTh, KyJa 3aHECET MeHsI OJOOHbIN BeTep nepeMeH?
U 49TO rpo3uT MOE IIKype, eCJIM MEHsI BCe JKe OTJIOBAT, Kak 3abmy/inyio oBily? Bpemsi mokaxer. . .
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— Yeptu Anosi! Het! Thl Bce ke noOpajicst 10 HUX... — Pa3naiicss BO3MYIIEHHBIN KEHCKUN
BOILTb B aJIbIX BCIOJIOXaX paccBeTa.

VYTpo TOJIBKO BCTYNAJIO B CBOM IIpaBa Ha 3TUX 3eMJIsIX, HO TeMIleparypa yxe Oblia 00KUTraloIe
aJICKOi. XOTs MoIo0HbIe Karpu3bl ObUIM MPUCYIIU TPUPOJE ITUX Tepputopuii. Korma kro-To nodmm-
30CTH TOBOPHJI IPO AJl, TO MMeJT BBUIy MIMEHHO 3TO MECTO, a He BBIMBIIIUIEHHBIN 00pa3. Al cylile-
CTBOBAJI U 3[IpaBCTBOBAJ. Bech, OT ajyioro 6arpsiHiia BRICOKOro Heda 1 ero sSIpKoro CBETUsIa A0 PKaBo-
TEpPAKOTOBOI'O MecKa, PaCKaJIeHHOIo CIIOBHO CKOBOPOIKA, OT YaXJIbIX YEPHBIX KYCTOB TEPHOBHHUKA
10 CMEPASIIUX €AKUM JIBIMOM CMOJISIHBIX PeK.

Haxonsich mapaenbHo 3emiie Jiiofiel, pacKaJleHHbIe YepPTOTrM 3TOro MUpa 0OOCHOBAJIA OTHEH-
HBIE PAChl, 3HAMEHUTbIE CBOMM CKBEPHBIM BCIIBLJIbYMBBIM HPABOM M KECTOKMMH MpUBBIYKamMu. Bcee
OHU TIOTOJIOBHO UMEJNM CIIOCOOHOCTD K pa3pylieHuo. JIUilb eqUHUIBI MOTJIM CO3UIaTh U TBOPUTD,
KaK CMepTHbIE JIIO[H, ¥ TUX YHUKYMOB CTOPOHUJIUCH OY/ITO MPOKAKEHHBIX.

Bynyun muammeit nodyepbto [loBenmutenbHuisl Becex dypuii AGanoHHbI, BasieHTHHA mo0uia
pucoBath. OHa MOIJIa YacaMM CUJIETh Ha 3aJHEM JBOPE UX LIUTAJESN U CMOTPETh Ha OarpoBbIil Meil-
32X, 4TO OBUT M30 JHS B JIeHb HEM3MEHHBIM 151 JIoOoro oobiBatesiss. Ho Ban Obiia 1pyroro MHeHUS.
[epeHocst cBou HAOMOCHU ST Ha TPyObIe XOJICTHI, OHA MOTJIa TBOPUTH BOJIIIEOCTBO, TPe0Opa3OBbIBast
CBOM POJHON MUP BO YTO-TO HEBOOOPA3MMO MPEKPACHOE B CBOEH MpayHON CYpOBOM peajbHOCTH.
3a 3T0 MacTepcTBO OHa CTaja mapuen AJis Beeil cBoeid cembu. Ee uypanuch camble OTU3KME U cMesi-
JIMCh TIOIaHHbIe MaTep. A cama AGaZOHHA CMOTpesia Ha MIIAJIIIYIO 104b, KaK HA PEIKOTO YpOMIa.
C npe3peHuneM, pa3oyapoBaHUEM.

OuepeiHOE JIOKA3aTEIHCTBO KOBApPCTBA CBOEH ceMbu Bai ceifuac cxumana 0 moOeseBImx
KOCTSIIEK B CBOUX JIaJOHX. [lofloMaHHble KUCTH, UCTOIITAHHBIE B MbUIb KPACKHU, YTO ObLIIO HEUMO-
BEPHO CJIOKHO JIOCTaTh B MOIOOHOM Mecte. Bee 310 cotBopuit ee mutammmii 6par Criaiik. 1o KyTH
M30aJIOBaHHBII MpeCTaBUTENb TAPCKOTo poja. Bynb OH poxjeH B Mool apyrov cembe, Craik
C MaJIbIX JIeT ObLT OBl MpeBpailieH B pada, CIIYTy WK TOrO XyXke, Colgara, pa3MeHHOe MsICO, UTO MOCHI-
JIaJIOCh HA KPOBaBYIO OOMHIO C UX BEYHBIMU BparaMu-(heHnKCaMy WK Ha MOrpaHUybe, YCIOKauBaTh
pa3OyI1IeBaBIIMXCS] CBEPX Mepbl JEMOHOB.

TakoB ObLT yzen Bcex (PypuicKUX MyXUYWH. B MX KJlaHe MpaBUIM JIMIIb KEHIIUHBL. DTUM UX
BUJ1 ObUT MOI00CH aMa30HKaM M BAJIbKUPUSIM, JIUIIIb C OJHOW pa3Hulied. Pypurt ObUIM aJICKUMH CTep-
BaMU, KECTOKMMU BOUTEIBHUIIAMA U CAMBIMU 3JIOOHBIMHU U3 M3BECTHBIX OCOOEH JKEHCKOIO II0Jja.
Uro B CBOIO oYepe/b elle pa3 JOKA3bIBAET OUEPeIHYI0 HETIOXOKeCTh BaleHTHHBI Ha CBOUX COPOIU-
yeid. XOTs1 OHa MOIJIa TIOCTIOPUTH 00 STOM B OMpe/ie/ieHHble MOMeHTHI. Hampumep, ceituac xkenaHue
yOuBaTh OBLIO KpaiiHe CUJIbHBIM. Pactep3arh 3ybamMu KOro-To MeJIKOro, He 1o TofiaM Harjioro rajie-
Hblma'. ..

— Baynientuna! — Pe3kuii OKpHK MaTepy IipepBajl MbICJIEHHBIN CITUCOK OYIYIIMX MBITOK OpaTiia.

HeBymika oOepHynach 4yepe3 IIeUO, BIUBASICh CEPAUTHIM B3IISIIOM B LIAPCTBEHHBIA OOIMK
Aobanonnsl. KoposeBa B3upania Ha Hee ¢ BBICOTBI CBOETro OAlKOHA, U Jake Ha TAKOM PACCTOSTHUU ee
YepHBIN B3IJIs1/] ObUT OECCTPACTHBIM, CJIOBHO OHA 00paThJiIach K ciyre. M oHa *kJjasa JIOKHOTO K ceOe
oOpartieHus1, XoTs1 Basl 0T4asiHHO JKejajia OCIyIaThCst ¥ MPOMOTYATh, HO CTpax Iepell HaKka3aHueM
OBLJ1 CUJIbHEE.

— a, mama? — Kak MOXXHO cMHpeHHee rpousHeca Bas, moqHuMasich ¢ KOJIeH U Mpsiva 3a CIiu-
HOW OCTAaTKU CBOMX TBOPYECKUX MHCTPYMEHTOB.

— IlpuBenu ceds1 B Ha[jIekaluii BUA U SIBUCh B TPOHHBIN 3a1. EcTh pasroBop. — Koposesa
He CTala JOXKUAAThCS cornacus jouepu. LlapcTBeHHO B3MaxHYB YepHBIMU JJTMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU, OHA
CKpbLIach B MOJyMpaKe LUTAJeIH.
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BI/I)II/IMO, CJIIYYUJIOCh YTO-TO M3 psAda BOH BBIXOAAIICE, pa3 MaTb O6paTI/IJIaCI) K Hen JIMYHO,
a He uepes CIyT, Kak ObIBAJIO paHbIIIe.

C coxalieHHeM B3IVITHYB Ha CBOM HMCIIOpPUEHHBbIE Belld, BajieHTHHa cobpasia uX ¢ ropsvero
recka 1 He 6e3 rpycTu 3a0pociiia B OMUH U3 TOPAIIHMX (DOHTAHOB, YTO SBJISUIUCH TOPIOCTHIO MaTePH.
OroHb *aHO MOIJIOTHII TAPOBAHHYIO €My THIITY, TPella NCKpaMu OJIaroqapHOCTH.

OTpsIXHYB JUTMHHYIO KOKaHYI0 00Ky ¢ 6axpoMoi, BajleHTrHa B3IIIsAHYJIA Ha YXOISAIILY IO BHICOKO
B pkaBoe HeOO LUTAJeNbh, YePHBI KaMEHb KOTOPOM JIOCHWICS, OYATO UCTEKast IOTOM B MOAOOHOM
’kape, K KOTOPOMl MEeCTHbIEe KUTeTU ObLTM MPUBBIYHBL. OKOHHBIE MTPOEMBbI, 3aMOIIEHHBIE My3bIpya-
THIMU CTEKJIAMH, Ka3aJI0Ch, COUMIIUCH KPOBBIO, OTpakask N300MITYIOIIHIA B 9TOM MUPE KPACHBIN CBET.
PonuBimck 1 poXUB IBANATh JIET 3[1eCh, BaJleHTHHA He 3HaJIa IPYroro JIoMa, paBHO Kak M Oojee
no6poro odpaiieHus k cebe. He perasch 3acTaBisTh MaTh KAaTh ee, Ban mocrenmia Kk KpyTomy
Kpbuiblly. Kazarbcst He3ameTHOW ObUIO OJ1arocioBeHHEM B MOJOOHOM MecTe, HO eciiu TeOsl Bce ke
3aMETHJIN, TO OCTePEraics BbI3BATH ellle OOJBIINI THEB, YeM OOBIYHO — OTHO U3 MpaBwi AJia.

CKoJIb3$1 TEHBIO T10 AJIMHHBIM KOPHUOOpPpaM € BBICOKMMU CBOAYATBIMU IMOTOJIKAMU, Ban He r14-
7ieNa Mo CTOpPOHaM, 3Hasi HAM3YCTh KaK/IbIi YTOJIOK pojHoro goMa. Ele B 1eTcTBe oHa Mora npsi-
TaTbCAd Jy4dlI€ BCEX, CTAHOBACH a6COJIIOTHO HCBHI{HMOﬁ, ‘{TO6LI CTapmine CEeCTpbl HE BBIMCCTUIIN
Ha Hell ovepeJHOM CBOM BCIUIecK 37100k, HaOmonas n3naneka, oHa yuuiachk OopbOe, koraa oO0ydanu
crapumx jereil. M koraa npuiuia ee ouepep, OHa CTajia JIydlierd u3 Bcex. MOXeT JIiib 1o 3Tor
MMPUYXHE MaThb TEPIICIIa ee? OIIHaKO, BCIKUM Ppa3 BUaA HOBbLIE KAPTHUHBI, YTO BBIXOOWJIU U3-T10[] KUCTH
BasnenTrHbI, Ka3aaoch, 4To AGAJIOHHA OTIAISIETCS OT Hee Bce Aasbine. U kak Obl TO HU OBUIO, KOPO-
JieBa BeJieia pa3BelMBaTh TBOPEHUS MJIIIen Jouepy 1o Bcemy 3aMKy. Ho He B kadyecTBe npeameTa
HIOGOBE].HI/IH, a B Ha3nJaHue OCTaJIbHbIM, YTO HE CTOUT BbIACIATHCA U3 O6H_[CI7[ TOJIIIBI CTOJIb ITOCThI-
HBIM KaueCTBOM, KaK TBOpYECKas KUJIKa. B Ay Takum HeT mecra.
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Koe-kak mpuriague pykodl HENOCIyIIHbIE JIOKOHbI, Basl mblTanach yHATh POKb IMaJIbLIEB,
HECJIBIIIHO MOJCTYMAas M0 MpaMopy MoJia K OrPOMHBIM CBOJYATHIM JABEPSIM B TPOHHBIN 3ai1. CTpaxka
Jaxe He B3MIsHYJAa Ha Hee, KOrJa JIeByIIKa POOKO CKOJIb3HYJa BHYTph. KoMHaTa Obla OrpoMHON
1 OOJIbIIIe MOXO/MJIA Ha Melepy CBOMM MPavyHbIM BUJIOM M MOJABJISIONINM BennareM. HeobrecaHHbIN
KaMeHb CTeH pesibepHO 00paMJIsyl POCTPAHCTBO, T/ie €XKEeJHEBHO MPOBOIMIIVCH TIPUEMbI U OaJIbl,
HAYMHASICh KQXKABIH pa3 O1aronprcToiHO, C IEPEMOHHIA, TaHIIEB U (pypIeTa, HO 3aKaHYMBasICh BCe-
I71a OIMHAKOBO — OypHoM oprueil. [a, TakoBbl OblM pypun. CrnajocTpacTiie y HUX B YECTH JIake
OoJblIIe, YEM CBHUpeNast KKaxaa KpOBH.

V nasnbHeil CTeHbl B CUSIHUM YEPHBIX BBICOKMX CBEYEM, YTO CTOSUIM MPSMO Ha MOy, pacrosa-
rasicsi MACCHBHBIA TPOH €€ MaTepH, HAIIOMUHABIIHIA OOJIbIIE IO CBOEMY BUAY KYIIETKY, OOOUTYIO
KpacHbIM OapxaToM M 30510TOi mapyoil. Ho ceiiyac 310 cue 1apcTBeHHOE JIOKe, YTO OOBIYHO MaTh
AeNnia ¢ TeM WIM UHBIM JIOOOBHUKOM, ITyCTOBAJIO.

AOaJloHHa cTOsiJIa B OKPY/KEHMM CBOMX COBETHHI] M HE3HAKOMBIX JIMUHOCTEH BOEHHOM
BBIIIPABKM y OJIHOTO M3 pe3HbIX CTOJIOB. To M €10 XMypsCh, OHA BUUTHIBAJIACH B JUIMHHBIN Iepra-
MEHTHBII CBUTOK. [1py He3ameTHOM cBoeM NpuOIKeHnH, Bas B y’kace pacno3Hasia B He3HAKOMIIaX
(pennkcoB. YTo Bpark MX packl 3a0bUTM B caMoM ceptie (pypuiickoro KiaHa? Borosi ¢ STumMu BCbLIb-
YUBBIMU OCOOSIMH YK€ HE OfIMH BeK, ObLIO CTPAaHHO HAOMIOAATh UX B Takoi Omusu. Pypuii u peHuk-
COB POIHMJIO JIUIIb OJJHO — UX co3/1aTelsb, Jlouudep, Hen3MeHHbIi Biactutens Axa. U ecim y pypuii
JKEHIMHBI CTOSUTU BO IJIABE BCETo, TO Y (DEHMKCOB CTAPIIMHCTBO ObLIO 32 MyKUMHAMU. Tak MOBEJIOCh
C CaMOro HayaJla 3apoXkJEHUs TUX JIByX OTHEHHBIX pac.

W ceituac mis1s Ha CypOBBIX OIPOMHBIX MYXXYMH, YIIAKOBAaHHBIX CJIOBHO KOHCEpPBHbIE OaHKU
B CHSIONINE JOCTIEXH, Baj ncbIThIBaIa Yy Th JIM HE OJIarOrOBEiHBIN ykac, CTOMKHYBIIHCH C (DeHUK-
camu BriepBble. Byyur ABOPLOBBIM LIBETKOM, 3aII€PTHIM OT OCTAJIBHOI'O MHUpa C €ro BOMHOM 1 IOJTHOW
aHapxueil Xaoca, ieByliKa Oblla OTTOPOKEHA OT STOW HEJTMLIETIPUSTHOW CTOPOHBI KU3HH.

AbanoHHa, HaKOHEI, OTOpBaJIa B30 OT KycKa OyMaru, 4ToOsl MUMOJIETOM B3IJISIHYTh Ha J0Yb
Y BHOBb OOEPHYThCS K CYPOBBIM MYKUMHAM CO ClIaqyaiiiliell YJIbIOKOW Ha aJIbIX YCTax.

— Bce nonpaBku BHeCeHbI BEPHO, rocnofia. S1 0eCKOHEUHO pajia, YTO Mbl PUIILTH K KOHCEHCYCY.
W 51 paja npeacraBuTh BaMm CBOIO 04b. BaneHtuna?!

Baut B31porHysia oT pe3koro okpuka CBOei MaTepu, OYHYBLIMCh OT 3aBOPOKEHHOTO co3eplia-
HUA 4yyxakoB. [locrnemHo caenas mar Boepe] U He JO KOHLIA MIOHUMasl IPUYMHBI €€ MPUCYTCTBHUS
31eCh, JEBYIIKA cjesaia rpalvo3Hblid MOKJIOH U TOpIo pacrnpaBuia Iuieud. Beap oHa Qypuiickas
NpUHIecca, Kak-HUKak ! CMeso BCTPETUB OLIeHUBAIOIIHIA B3IUIs1 (DEHUKCOB, OHA YJIBIOHYJIACh U OCMe-
JINIACh PACKPHITh POT B IMIPUCYTCTBUU CTOJIBKMX I71a3, YTO BOIIPOCUTEIBHO B3UPAJIM HA HEe.

— Mawma, mMory 5 y3HaTh IPUYUHY MOETO MPUCYTCTBUA 371ech? M KTO Hamm roctu?

Mo Bugy AOGamoHHBI MOXHO OBUIO SIBCTBEHHO IPOYECTh, YTO Ta HEIOBOJIbHA BBICKA3bIBAHHEM
Basi. Ho koponeBa macTepcku He mojajia BUIy, 4TO 00eCKypakeHa ee CMEJIOCThIO, B CBOIO OYepe/b
IIPOU3HOCS MEJOTOUMBBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Pazymeercs. DT rocTH, HU KTO MHBIE, Kak MOC/Ibl (PEHUKCOB C MpeylokeHremM mupa. Kak
YyJECHO, YTO CITYCTSl CTOJIBKO JIET Hallli KJIaHBl OObeIUHATCA. BOiiHE KOHell, U Thl, 104b MOSI, TOMY
3aciyra.

—IIpocty, He MoHsA. .. — YIBIOKa CMEIOCTH CIOM3Ia ¢ Jinia Baj, Kak cMbITast BOOOI peTyIiib.

B uyem ee 3aciayra B 3akmoueHud Mupa? OHa jaxe HU pa3y He BBIXOIWIA JaJIblLIe IJIABHBIX
BOPOT 3aMKa. YTO-TO TPEBOKHOE CKAJIO JEBUYBIO I'PY/Ib. MBICH JIMXOPAJA0YHO POMIIKCH B €€ I'0JIoBe,
BBIMCKMBasl MOIXOAIIME MOMEHTHI CEMY CITy4alo, HO TieTHO. [Toka AGaioHHa ¢ TpruyM@OM He Ipo-
M3Heca crieytoniel (ppassl U ee clIoBa, NOIXBAYE€HHBIE 9XOM, HE Pa3HEC/IUCh 10 BCEM YTOJIKaM 3aJIbl
Y B TOJIOBOKPYKUTEJBHYIO BBICOTY MOTOJIKA.
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— Mos nparonienHast Banentuna! Tel, HakoHel1, oOpesia CBOIO 11eJib B )KU3HU. U 1 3TOMY 6e3-
MepHO paja. bpak ¢ Kcepkcom, riiaBHOKOMaHAYOIIMM apMuent (peHUKCOB, MOJIOKUT BOMHY K TBOUM
IOHBIM Horam. Thl criacaelib CBOMX CECTep OT JaJIbHEHIIEro KpPOBOIPOIUTUS. DTO BEJIUKasl YeCTb,
1 THI, JIOJKHO OBITh, OJIaroIapHa, 9TO UMEHHO THI YJJOCTOCHA €e. . .

[Nocnenaue cnoBa ObUIM IPOU3ZHECEHBI C HAKMMOM [T TOTO, YTOOBI Bast X0Th Kak-To mpope-
arupoBaja Ha ceil CBepIIUBIIMICS (PaKT, BMECTO TOrO, YTOOBI MOJYA CTOSATh U XJIOMATh IJ1a3aMH.
Ho peBymika ocranach 6e3ydyacTHa K mpo3pauHoMy HaMeKy Matepr. OHa oreneHesio CMOTpeJia MpsMo
niepes; cOOOM, OTYASTHHO TIBITASICh CIETIaTh TIOTOK BO3/1yXa, HO OH OYITO BECh UCYe3 U3 ITOW BCEJIeH-
HOM 1ocyie Toit 60MOBI, UTO CKMHYNA Ha Hee Math. bpak. C denukcom. [la He ¢ MPOCTBIM PSIOBBIM,
a c camuMm... C kem?! Kcepkcom?! C Tem cambIM, O KOTOPOM OHa CJIbIIIajia CTobKO criereH? O ero
JIETeHJAPHOM KECTOKOCTH, €ro CAAUCTCKON HAKJIOHHOCTH U YepT 3HaeT, yeM eme? [lneBatb Ha XOpo-
111ee BOCIIMTaHKe, OHa TOTOBA MPSIMO ceiuac MO0 3aBU3KATh, JIMOO XJIOMHYTHCS B OOMOPOK. . .

— Banentnna?! — Tuxuii Bompoc Matepy He MpeBelia] HIUero Xopolero B ee OyayIem, eciu
ceityac Ban ocMenuTcst MpOM3HECTH YTO-TO KAPAMHAIBHO HEMPaBUIIbHOE.

—Ma, mama. .. { 6marogapna... — Ene BeiMonBiia BaseHTrHa, yTpaTvB BJIaCTh HAJI CBOUM PTOM.

3a YTo K€ TaK HeHABUWT ee 3Ta JKEeHIIMHA, YTO TIoJapriIa OMHAK B el KU3Hb? [T/ HOBBIMU
rJ1a3amMu Ha KoposieBy ¢ypui, Bast Toibko ceiiuac oco3Halla, Kak OHHM BCE K€ JaJIeKH JIPYT OT Jpyra.
W 6b1111 TAKOBBIMU BCET/IA, pa3esIeHHbIC BIACThIO, HIHbKAMU, aMOMIIMSIMU U sKeJTaHUsIMA AOa/IOHHBI,
BEYHO 3aHSTON BOMHOM M BEPEHMIIEH HECKOHYAEMBbIX JIIOOOBHUKOB.

— IIpeBocxongno, noub Mosi! Thl MPsIMO ceiivac HANpaBUIIILCS B MOW KaOWHET, rae Tedst yxe
JNOXKUJAETCS TBOM HApEUYEHHBIN, KOTOPBI OTBIXaeT TaM OT JJUTebHOU 1oporu. [Toka mbl ¢ rocro-
JaMU TOTOBapUBaeMCsl O Balllel cBapOe M Mpodeld OyMakHOUM Yerryxe, Bbl, TOMyOKH, MOXeTe TIOKa
MO3HAKOMUTBCS ¥ TIOBOPKOBaTh. Kpir!

OTocaB ee IIapCTBEHHBIM JKeCTOM, N30aBUBIIIMCh, KaK OT HEHYXKHOTO XJ1ama, AGaIOHHA TYT ke
BEpHYJIaCh K OKPYKHBIIMM ee MyK4nHaM-(peHnkcam. He mpekpaias mederaTb 0 MUpe U PaoCTH
Oymy1ei cBapObI, OHA HAITPOYb 3a0bU1a 0 Basl, KoTopast Tak v He CABUHYJIACH C MECTa, 3aCThIB, OY/ITO
HAMEPTBO BMYpPOBaHHOM B MOJI. UTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH €€ JIOKTS, M Basl uyTh He MOAIPBITHYJIA OT HEOXKH-
AaHHOCTH. PsioM ¢ Hell BO3BBIIIAJICSA OOVMH U3 cojar. Ero jmio O6bU10 MpauyHbIM U PEIIUTETbHBIM.
OH KMBKOM yKa3aj eil Ha JBepb, U JIEBYIIKa IMOHsJIa, YTO Mepel] Hell ee mpoBoxkathiil. M ecau oHa
ceiiyac ke He CIBHETCSI C MeCTa Ha BCTpeuy C ero KOMaHUPOM, TO OH MPOCTO NIEPEKUHET ee uepes
TUIEYO U JIOCTABUT JI0 MecTa Ha3HaueHus. CIIIOTHYB KOM B ropre, Ban pe3ko pa3BepHyach U orpo-
METhI0 OpOCHIIaCh BOH M3 3aJia, CJIBIIIA TI03aau cedsl TOIOT IIaroB, Kak OapaGaHHyO IpoOb Tiepes
ee Ka3HbIO.
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Cotpsicasich BceM CBOMM XPYIIKMM TejblieM, BajeHTHHa B CBOEM CMSATEHUH, YTO C KaxkIOu
MUHYTOH Mepepactayio B Oe3yJep:KHYIO spOCTh, HE 3aMeTusIa, Kak JoOekasa 10 ABepeil LapcKoro
kaOuHeta. Kak oHa mocmena?! CioBHo Beripb nponaiia Bpary! Pomnyio nous! U 3a yro? 3a m060Bb
Baut x npekpacHomy? Kak yrepOnyio? Permna n306aBuTh CBOM KJIaH OT IOPYM B BUjie Hee?

['HeB KJI0KOTaJI B Hel, U AEBYIIIKA JIaXke He 3aMeyalia, Kak CHsUIA OTHEM ee I71a3a, Kak JIMXopa-
no4Ho anenu 1eku. [loaronsiemas aapeHaaIMHOM B CBOEH KPOBU, OHA CTOJIBKO He Oekasia, CKOJIbKO
BUJIACh JBIMOM HaJ1 TIoJIoM Kopuaopa. [IpuHsB TenecHyio (hopMy Y BHICOKMX JABEpEi JUIIb AJis TOTo,
4YTOOBI IOBEPHYTh PYUYKY U TOJKHYTh CTBOPKY, BajleHTHHA BOpBajiach B KOMHATY MaJICHbKUM ypara-
HOM U JIMIIIb TOrJa 3aMepiia Ha Mecte. OJJHAKO JbIXaHWe BHIPOBHSATH €il ObUIo He Tof cuity. [TbixTs,
KaK MapoBo3, Basl rHEBHO OKMHY/Ia KOMHATY TMKUM B30POM, MIIa TOr0, Ha KOM MOTJIa Obl BBIMECTUTD
BCIO CBOIO 3JIOCTb.

Ee maza npoOexkasuch 1Mo KHYKHBIM TOJIKaM, TaK HU pa3y U He WCIOJIb30BaHHBIM IO Ha3HA-
yeHuo. Pypun He MoOUIM YnTaTh. MHOTHE U3 HUX Jake ObLTM Oe3rpaMOTHBI, CUUTAsl yueHHe OYKB
U SI3BIKOB Oecrioyie3Hoi Tpatoii Bpemenu. Ho Tonbko He Ban. Bece 3Tu kKHUrm ObUM €€ Ipy3bsMH.
U nibuth Ha HUX HE CKAIUIMBAJIAch Onaromapsi Jmib ei. KabuHeT BCIo ee sKU3Hb ObUT e¢ MaJIeHbKUM
yOeKHIIeM, BeJlb OMOJIMOTEKH B 9TOM 3aMKe He ObUIO 1 B IoMuHe. Kor/a 31ech He coOupamch B3poc-
JIble, TIPOBOJIMBIIIE CBOUM OECKOHEYHbIE BOCHHBIC COBETHI, BajleHTHHA MpsiTanach B 3TOM 3a0BITOM
Mecte. Ceifuac ke ee MaJeHbKOe CBATUIUIIE ObUIO OCKBEPHEHO MPHUCYTCTBUEM Bpara.

W na, on 6611 371€Ch M K11 ee. Boccenast B Kpeciie 3a MACCUBHBIM CTOJIOM U3 XKeJIE3HOTO JIepeBa,
KaK Ha TpoHe Mupa, Kcepke MpurBo3ani ee K MecTy ajibiM B3II0M. Jlaxke cujisl, OH BO3BBIIIAJICS
HaJ| Hell, TOJIaBJIsIsl CBOMM Pa3MEPOM, CUJIOH, OyTpUCTHIMU MBIIIIAMU T10J] TOHYAKIIEeH TYCKJIO Mep-
naBuierd Konpayro. Oco3HaB pa3Mep CBOEro JMYHOIO Bpara, 3anajl Bayi 4yTh nNpuyTHX, HO JIMIIb
Ha MrHoBeHre. He naBasi cebe BpeMeHH UCITyTraThCsl, OHa TYT K€ PHHYJIACh B JIOOOBYIO aTaky.

— 4 He BBIAY 3a Bac! — Beimanmua Ba, nmpoxurasi ero HEMCTOBBIM B30OPOM.

Kcepkc HHMKak He mpopearupoBasl Ha mopoOHoe 3aseieHue. OH, Moya, TIPOJOJIKas CBep-
JIUTH TIBUIABIILYIO TTPABEAHBIM FHEBOM (DYpPHUI0 OTHEHHBIM MPAayHbIM B30POM, MOJHSJICS U3-3a CTOJIA.
C HenpeB30WICHHOW rpallieil XUIHUKa (PeHUKC 00O0IIIeNT pa3/iesABIIMI UX MpeaMeT MeOeu U OcTa-
HOBWJICA npsiMo nieped Hell. Ee ronosa He oxoauiia gaxe /10 ero 1ieda, u Bai, 3aapaB rojgoBy npu
ero MpuOIKeHUH, YePThIXHYIACh TTpo ceOs1. YepT, Hy oHa U BiuILIa!

— Ilo Gonbiiomy cuety... — [IpoTsHYI OH T'YCTBIM HU3KUM TOJIOCOM HaJl €e TOJIOBOW U, UyThb
HAKJIOHMBIIKCH K AEBUYbEMY yXY, 3aKOHUUIL. — ... MHE IJIeBaTh.

Takoro 3asBieHus oHa He oxkuaana. [loaTomy B OTBET OHA MPOCTO MOPrHYJA, Jake He JOIy-
MaBIIKCh OTIIATHYTHCSI OT CTOJIb OJIM3KOTO PaccTosiHUs ¢ Bparom cBoei packl. Ho Kcepkey Obuto
1 Ha 3T0 T1yOoKo ¢uonetoBo. OH OTBEpHYJICS OT Hee U MPOIIIeNcs M0 KOMHaTe, COOCTBEHHUYECKU
OIJISIABIBAS TIOJIKK C KHUTaMU, IIPOBO/ISI PYKOH MO Y30p4aToi KPHIIIKe JPEBHErO CToMa, HA KOTOPOM
ObLIO BhIpE3aHO (paMUIIbHOE TPeBO KOPOJEeBCKOM (pypuiickoil quHacTuu. PeHukc Ben cedsi CToNlb
CBOOOIHO BO BpPaXeCKOW OOMTEIH, UTO CTpax 3aKkpajics Iiyooko B aymy Ban. Ecnu eMy He HyxeH
Opak, Toraa 3aueM OH 3/1eCh?

Kcepkc 6yaro nouyBctBoBa ee Metanus1. OIISIHYBIIHCH Yepe3 TIEU0, OH YJIBIOHYJICS, OCKAJIMB
OCJIENUTEILHON OeNTM3HBI UyTh 3a0CTpeHHbIe 3yObl. M ToNbKO Teneps Ban 3aMeTnna TOHKUE 1pam
Ha ero mieke. [Ipu ero XMypom BeIpakeHUH YBeube ObLJIO HEBUIMMO, HO KOT/Ia YJIBIOKA pacTsruBaja
ryOBbl, IIIpaM TPOSIBJISIICSA, peBpaias Ty B 0e3yMHbI OcKal. BOT Tereph JeByIiKa OTIIATHYJIAC.

— 1 moman B 3TOT HENMPHUCTYIHBIA 3aMOK, YTO BEKaMM Ocakaajl MoW Hapon. YTo MHe ere
HyxHO? [ToGena yxe B Moux pykax. JIuib cToUT yOuTh TBOIO MaTh U cecTep. — OH MPOU3HEC ITU
yXKacalolye CJIoBa CTOJIb OYJIHUYHBIM TOHOM, 4TO Ban Bepuia emy ¢ Tpygom. OfiHaKo ajbie Ii1a3a
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He jrami. OHK oOelan Mope KpOBH U OKeaH OOJM ee pOJHbIM, €C/IM OHA Cefvac He COITIACUTCS
Ha Oe3yMHBIE YCIIOBUS.

— 3/1ech MOJTHO CTPaXH... — YyTh 3arieTaomMcs S3pIKoM TpodopMoTasia Bait.

— Uro, yxe He Takas cMenasi? — CHoBa yxmbuibHYJICs KcepKce, BHITSIHYB MEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS
KHHTY ¢ Tioyik. Ha ero cyoBa, Oyaro moacrernyrasi, Bas cHoBa pacrnpaBuiia Tuiedd, BCIOMHHUB, YTO
B Hel TevyeT KpoBb camoro Jlommdepa.

— Bawm He ynacrcs cnenath U mara. .. — Yxe TBepxke Hauana oHa. Ho nBukeHue peHukca npu-
BJIEKJIO €¢ BHUMaHHUe, 3acTaBUB 3aMoiryarh. Kcepke kak pa3 mpocMarpuBai (pypUNCKYI0 UCTOPUIO
Ha camol cepeaune. U korna BanentrHa 3aropopuiia, €ro pyku ¢ IIEJIECTOM CTPAHMLL CoKAJIM KHUTY.
Bau cynopoxxHo BTsHYyJa B ce0s1 BO3/IyX, KOr/ia ee JIIoOMMasi pyKOIUCh BCIIBIXHYJIA B MYXKCKHX pyKax
CHOTIOM OarpoBbIX UCKp. [lapa MrHOBEHUI M JIMIIb TieTes ochinaercs Ha mol. CTONbKO pa3 nepedn-
THIBas 3TH CTPAHUIIbI, BAbIXasi HETIOBTOPUMBIN apoMat OymMaru u cJoB, ceiyac OblI0 OOIBHO BUIEThH
BOOYHMIO, KaK OHU IMPEBpallaloTCd HA BO 4YTO. PaBHO, KaK U ee XWU3Hb. BEIIO CTpaHHO CpaBHHBATb
ce0s1 co ctapbiM (hOTMAHTOM, HO Basl He Mory1a OCTAaHOBUTH CEH TOPHIB. — A UTO €CJTU U MHE TUIeBaTh
Ha HUX?... — [loMepTBEeBIIUM TOJIOCOM Tpou3Hecaa Ban, HaOmoast, Kak cepblil TeTies1 KpyKHUT HaJl
II0JIOM OT MaJIEHILIEro JBMKEHUsI BO3yXa.

— W1 uro TeI Oyzienisb AenaTh, OCTABIIUCH COBCeM oiHa? B mupe, rie Herae cupsATaThCcsi OT 3pH-
MBIX ¥ He3pUMBIX Bparo? OcTaBImch 0e3 ceMbH, I0Ma, 3aluThi? — MeJIeHHO TTPOM3HOCS BCe ee
cTpaxu, 4to Bas Tak jomro npsraia rimy0oko B cBoei yiie, Kcepke MeasieHHO, HO BEPHO 3aroHsuI ee
B JIOBYIIKY. OHa 0osi1ack ocTaThcs ofHA. Bosiimack MOTepsATh Ty CeMblo, T7ie ee n30eraiu, Beb APyrou
y Hee He Obu10. Bosiiack MOKMHYTH MPUOEKUIIIE, YTO OBLIO ee MPUIOTOM C POXAeHUs. — MoU coaThl
KIYT JIAIIH MPUKA3a, YTOOBl YHUITOKHUTH KOPOJIEBY M CTEPETh 3TO MECTO B TIOPOIIOK. Heyskemnu Thl
CTOJIb KECTOKa, MajieHbKast pypus?

Omna Jaxe He 3aMeTWIa, Kak OH MpuOMM3WiIcs. Ban ouHymack Uik TOra, KOrjaa MovyBCTBO-
BaJia JIONMAaTKaMU TBEPIOCTh KHMKHBIX MOJIOK. A KcepKce CcTosis1 HanmpoTUB, 3aropaxxuBasi MIMPOKUMU
ie4aMy yTH K oTcTyruleHno. OHa BCKMHYJIA HAa HErO 3aTpaBJICHHBIA B3MJIS, U OH OOJIM3HYJICS,
MOChUIAsl OYEPEAHYIO BOJIHY JPOKH I10 €€ CIHHE.

— Mowu mionu ycranu. BoliHa — mpekpacHasi ctepBa, HO OHa JI0 Oy py u3MatbiBaeT. — OH HaKJIo-
HWIcsA K Ban u BTAHYN B ce0s 3amax ee BOJIOC, 3aCTaBJisAs €€ YyBCTBOBaTh CceOs KPOJIMKOM Tiepe]t
rojogHbIM BosikoM. Cepaiie OelieHO OTCTYKMBAJIO YeUeTKy B ee Tpyad, koraa Kcepkc ckioHuics
HUKEe ¥ MeJUIEHHO JIM3HYJI ee ThUIABIIYIO 1eKy. — Kakas cinagkas... MoxeT ujes ¢ OpakoM He Tak
yX U oxa?. ..

Kak y Hee xBatuio cui nepeMectutbest, Basl He momuuia. OHa JIMIIb ClIbIIaia U3/1eBaTellb-
CKUU paCKaTI/ICTbII;'I CMEX CBOCTO KE€HUXA, ITOKA HECJIACh ITPOYb OT Ka6I/IH€Ta B BUJC JBIMHOI'O BUXPA.
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Ona npunuia B ceOst, JIMIIb OKa3aBIIKMCh B KOMHATE, YTO 3aHUMAJIa ¢ IecsTu JieT. Ee mpexHIon
OOJIBIIYIO CTIAJIBHIO OTAATA HOBOPOXKAeHHOMY Craiiky. A 3Ty KaMOPKY B KOHIIE TEMHOTO KOpUI0pa
OT/IAJIM €M, KOT/Ia B HEeW Havyaula MPOSIBIIATHCA TAra K UCKyccTBy. Ctonsio Bas v HapucoBaTh CBOKO
MIepBYI0 KapTHUHY HeOBIBAJIOW Kpachl, Kak AOaJOHHA TOMbITAIACH YIPSATATH CBOETO HEYIaBIIEroCs
otnpeicka nopansie. Ho Banentune naxe HpaBUIoCh 37ech. Boamu oT myma ee crapiimx cecrep,
OT MPOJEJIOK OpaTa, KOTOPOMY M3-3a JIMIITHETO Beca YKe B TAKOM IOHOM BO3pacTe, ObUIO OTKPOBEHHO
JIEHb TALIUTBCS B €€ NaJbHUM YIOJl. 3/IECh €€ OKPYKaJI0 YMUPOTBOPEHUE U MOKOM, KOTOPbIM JHEM
C OTHEM He CHIIIIelb B Afy.

Meuach Ha Y3KOM MPOCTPAHCTBE MEXAY KPOBATbIO, IJIATSHBIM MIKA(OM U TbMOW IMOJOTEH
Y KapTHH, YTO 3aHUMAJTX OOJIBIIYIO YacTh BCell KOMHAThI, BaneHTHHA cxkuMana v pa3kuMaia Kylaku
BCIIOTEBUIMX JIaJloHer. YTo et aenars? Yto nenatsh?! OHa HE MOXET BBIMTH 3a 3T0oro MoHcrpa! CtaTh
urpymkou B pykax tipana! [Touemy ona? [IpsiBon ero 3abepu, nouemy?! Ee crapiime cectpbl ObLUH
Ky/la KpacuBee U OIbITHee B OOIIEHUM ¢ My:KYMHaMU. BaJt 3Hana 00 9TOM He MOHACJIbIIIKe, a yoe-
AUIach BOOYMIO HA OTHOM U3 3BaHBIX BEYEPOB, KOT/IA 3aXMeJIeBIIINEe MPUHIIECCHI, TOCPbIBAB OIEK/IbI
C OITHOTO U3 CJIYT, YTO PA3HOCKJI €/Ty ¥ HAITUTKH, TPSIMO TaM, Ha MOJTy 10 oYepe/v B30 PaJIMCh Ha OIlla-
JIeBIIETO TAKMM BHUMaHUEM MapHs. M Kak OH TOJNbKO BBIKHII MIOCIIE CTOJb IMKOUM CKAUKH?

Ho ona... Ban HuKOrga He ydyacTBOBaJla B UIPMILNAX CBOEW pa3BpaTHOM cembH. CTapasich
ObITh MeHee 3aMeTHOM, OHa, KaK TpHHIlecca, ObUla 00s3aHa MPHCYTCTBOBATh HAa KakIOM Oaiy,
HO HEM3MEHHO MOKMaJIa 32Ty 3aJI0JI'0 JO OCHOBHOM JKapKo yacTu Beuepa. 1 ee HUKTO He 3amevat
JIO CETOo IHA.

Ban He 3Hana, CKOJMBKO MPOIILIO BPEMEHU B €€ METaHMSX, HO MOYTH CXO/sl C yMa OT BOJIHe-
HUS ¥ OTYasIHUS, YTO TUCKAMU CXKUMAIM BUCKM UM HAKOBAJIbHEN CAABIMBAJIM IPylb, OHA BbUIETENA
U3 CBOETO CIACUTENILHOrO YOEXKHINA Ha TIOUCKYU TOH, KTO BCE 3TO 3aresuia. BOpBaBIIUCh B TPOHHBIN
3aJ1, BajleHTMHA ¢ Tako¥ CUJION pacnaxHy/a IBEpU, YTO Te C OIJTyIIMTEIbHBIM IPOXOTOM YAAPHIIUChH
o cteHbl. [TomnpeIrHyB OT IIIyMa, 4TO cama ke co3/ajia, Bast oxBaTuiia mpocTpaHCTBO 00eCIIOKOSHHBIM
B3rsioM. Hukoro. Jlvmb mycrota ee Berpeuasnia. M Ban Obita Obl pajia eii paHbliie, HO He ceivac.

I'ne moxer ObITh ceituac ee Math? He nMest HM Masiefiiero npejicTaBjieHus, IeBYIIIKa METHY-
J1aCh K JIMYHBIM MOKOSIM KOPOJIEBBI. ¥ MACCHUBHBIX 30JI0THIX IBEPEN OHA UyTh 3aMeIIACh, TIHIETHO
MIBITASICh YHATh HEPOBHBIA CTYK CBOETO cepiia. AGaJIOHHY He TIPOWMEITh KPUKOM U Clie3aMH. DTO
Ban ycBouna emie B getctBe. JIMIb CIOKOMHBINA Pa3sroBOp M BECOMbIE JOBOAbI CMOTYT €l IIOMOYb
B TAKOM PE/IKO CIy4aeMOM pa3roBOpe ¢ MaTephbio.

IToctyyaB onuH pa3, Ban He cMmoria ycTtodTh Ha MecTe JOJbIle M cpa3y BOILIA B KOMHATY.
CnanbHs1 KOpoJIeBbI ObliIa O'POMHOM ¥ POCKOIITHOM, KaK TOTO ¥ TPeOOBAJIO MOJIOKEHHE ee 00J1aaTesTb-
Hulpl. Hucnagaonye qpanipoBKy 1e/TKa 3aKpbhIBJIM KAMEHb CTeH, pe3Hasi MeOellb U3 LIEHHBIX pe/l-
KHX TIOpOJI ZiepeBa Oblla CO BKYCOM pacCTaBjieHa, CO3/1aBast XaOTUYHBIN JTJAOUPUHT, YTO BEJI K OIPOM-
HBIX pa3MepPOB KPYIJION KPOBATH, UTO KaK JICHUBBIN 3Bepb, PACKUHYJIACH B LIEHTpe KOMHATHI. IMeHHO
TaM 1 Obl1a AGaIoHHa, HO He ofHa. ToT caMblil (heHHKC, YTO MPOBOXKAI BalleHTUHY napy yacoB Ha3ajl
B KaOWHeT, celyac CKUMAT IIIel0 KOPOJIEBHI, )KECTKO BOMBASICh B Hee OeipamMul C3a/1u.

[Tonauany Ban He nousina npoucxonsiero. [Tomust yrposy Kcepkca, aeBymika perivnia, 4to
(beHrkc Bce-TakM OTAAN MPHUKA3 CBOEMY COJIIATY, HO KOIJa 9KCTa3 COTPSC JBa OOHAKEHHBIX, OJe-
CTEBIIIMX UCTIAPUHOM, Tesa, Ban noHsia, Kak ke IIyrno OHa BBIMJISIUT, CTOSI B PACHIAXHYTHIX JIBEPSIX
C BBIpaXEHUEM JMKOTO yKaca Ha Jiile. MaTtepy CTOWJIO JIMIIb Pa3 B3IJISIHYTh B €€ CTOPOHY, YTOOBI
paszpasuthcest Oe3ynepkHbIM XxoxoToM. Kpacka cmyrienus 3aiuia auno Ban, korna ¢heHuKe, XMypsich
Ha Hee, CKaTUJICS C KOPOJIEBBI U ITPUHSIICS HETOPOIUIMBO HATATMBATh Ha cebst onesxay. CMex Bce 3BY-
yaJl B KOMHATe, J1a)ke Mocye yxoa MYy>KUMHbI, 3aCTaBlisisi Ban cxuMarbes, Kak OT yAapoB.
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— Yro, Mos1 goOposieTesbHas 10Ub, TeOs 1O ykaca KOpoOUT oOpa3 )HU3HU TBOeW marepu? —
Hakomer1, HaTemMBIIKCh BCIACTh, X PUTUIBIM I'OJIOCOM IIPOroBopuiia AGaI0HHA, MJTABHO MOIHSIBIIKCH
C JIOKa U COBEPILIEHHO He CTECHSSICh COOCTBEHHOM HArOTHI, MPOIILIA K CTOJTY U TUIECHYJIA B TSKEJIbIN
KyOOK TEMHOTO KpacHOTO BUHA U3 XPYCTAIBLHOTO rpaduHa.

Cxkorbko siet 66010 Koposniee? [1satb-1ects coteH Jiet?. .. Bpea. Ee Teno 6bi10 Mo10/10 1 oaTSI-
HYTO, KaK y Pe3BOH I0HOM JIEBYILIKM, KOel ceivac Obuta JBaaiaTuieTHs s BasentiHa. MHOKeCTBEH-
HBIE POJIbI, BOWHA Y TO/Ibl HUYYTh HE UCIIOPTHJIM CTPOMHOTO CTaHA U YIPYTHUX AlMEeTUTHBIX OKPYIJIO-
cTeil. A ee u1o, 6€3 eAMHON MOPUIMHKY — IIPEIMET 3aBUCTHU BCEX KEHIIMH B OKpyre. YMCTOKpoBHAs
ypus, managmas us gouepert Jlormdepa, 4To nepexuia BCEX CBOMX CECTEP U B301UIA HA TaK BOXKIE-
neBimi ero TpoH. OHa OblJTa ICTUHHOM KOPOJIEBOM 3714, KAKOBBIX OIKCHIBATN B XPOHUKAX, KOUX 00sI-
JIMCh, KaK OorHs. U 9Ta sxeHImmHa Obuia ee MaTepsio. .. TpyJHO NOBEPUTD, YTO Y HEe MOTJIa MOSIBUTHCS
Takasi 104b, Kak BanentrHa. Msrkas, myrjanBasi MbIIIKa, TPE3UBIIAsl MAIUTPON KPACOK M MOAXOAS-
UM €€ XYJ0KECTBEHHOMY B3IJISILy BUIOM.

CnoBHO yuTasi ee MbicaU, AGaIOHHA, B3MIsHYJIA Ha Hee moBepx Ookasa. CKJIIOHUB TOJIOBY
HaOOK, KOpoJieBa MPOIILIach CBOUM OCTpPBIM, Kak OpUTBa, TEMHBIM B30POM IO (pUrype CBoeH gouepH,
OCTAQHOBHBIIVCh Ha JIMILIE, YTO KaK OTpakeHHE, MOXOANIIO HA ee COOCTBEHHOE.

— Kaxpiit pa3 51 3a/1a10ch BOIPOCOM camoit cede. .. — MeJIeHHO MTPOTSIHYJ/Ia OHA, IBUHYBIIUChH
K Ban, minaBHo nokaunBas 6egpamu. — C KeM ke s Jieria B OCTelb, YTOObI MOSIBUIACH TaKas, KaK Th?

VYenpimae nogoOHoe, BaneHTHHa oOTIIaTHYJIach, B HEBEpUM pacraxHyB miaza. OHa 3Haia,
KaKkoro MHEHHUsI O Hell MaTb, HO CJIBIIIATh MOJOOHOE HANpsMylo U3 ee ycT... Kaxmupii pa3 Obuio
OOJTBHO.

— Ecnu Obl 51 HE TOMHMIA TBOETO POXKAEHHS, — TEM BpeMeHeM Mpofoiikuia AOaJoHHA, HU
Karuii He CMYTHBILKCH IIOKA J0YEPH, — peluia Obl, YTo Thl He oT Moux upeces. Hy u? Tak u Oynemb
Moryath? VIm ThI 3as1BIJIACH B MOM TTOKOU, JIMIIIB [T TOTO, YTOOBI IPEPBATh MOU YyJHO TPOBOAUMBII
Beuep?

CyIopoXHO BTSIHYB B ce0sl BO3/IyX IO TSDKEIBIM B30POM CBOEH IApCTBEHHOW Martepu, Bas
MIBITAJIACh COOPATHCS C MBICISIMU, HO T€ TIPEIaTeNIbCKU Pa30erasvch 1 JIMIIb CIe3bl HABOPAYMBAJIHCH
Ha I71a3a.

— O, pamu [IpsiBona! — B3maxHysna cBoOoaHON pyKoi AGaJloHHA, OTBEPHYBLINCh. — Eciu Thi
MIPUIILIa Pa3BOAUTH 371€Ch CHIPOCTh, TO ThI 3HACIIb, T ABepb! CTOUT JMIIb CAeaTh TPH IIara Ha3aj.

— 3a 4ro TH Tak MeHs HeHaBuuIlb? — OHa He XOTela ChpalmBaTh. XOTs HET, XOTelna.
Ho coscem e To. CrioBa BblieTeIM camu, U Ban gake 3axaiia poT J1aJloHbIO, 3a7yIlUB, PBAaBLIMICS
CJIEZIOM BCXJIMIL.

— Yr0?... — OOepHYBIIMCh Yepe3 IUIeYO, CBEPKHYJIa HEeJOOpbIM B3IVISIOM KOpOJeBa. —
A Heyxenu cama He JioraapiBaenibesi? Vinm MHe packpeITh TeOe I1a3a, qoporasi?

OTIIBBIPHYB MyCTOM OOKaJI Ha CTOJI, OHA CXBATHJIa [UIMHHBIN XasiaT ¥ Habpocuia cede Ha TUIeUH.
OcraBuB Bellb pacriaxHyToi, AGaloOHHa BHOBb IIOBEPHYJIACH K MOOJIeAHeBIIel BaneHTrHe U, ynepes
PYKH B KpyThle O0Ka, HaYaaa HellaJHbIA Tepecyer.

— To1 GecxpebeTHas, cnadboxapakTepHast IeBCTBEHHHMIIA, /10 O/1yPH BIIIOOJICHHAS] B CBOIO UEPTOBY
*uBonvck. biarogaps Tede, 000 MHe OpOAAT JIKUBBIE CIIETHH, YTO 51 CHOIIIAIACH C AaHTeJIOM, 3a4aB
te0s1! 060 mue! O ypwuiickoit Bragsauie! — AGaJoHHA yKe JaBHO Mepeluia Ha KpUK, HO ed 3TOro
nokazayioch Majio. CxBaTuB rpaviH ¢ OcTaTKaMH BUHA, OHa pa3omiia ero o0 moj. OCKoJIKu u Oarpo-
BbIE KT IIOYTH JOCTUIITN HOT BaJIeHTHHBI, HO OHA He 3aMeTrIIa Obl, KaK PyXHYJI BECh 3aMOK BOKPYT
Hee, He TO 4ToObI 3Ty Mesioub. — Ho Kcepke Hayuut TeOst ObiTh HacTosiiel gpypueit. Pa3 He BbIuio
y MeHsl, Tak (PEHUKC MOCTAPAETCS TO UCIPABUTb.

— A ecn 51 He BBl 32 Hero?... — Yepes cuity BeiaBuiia Bast, 60sICh JISITHY Th UTO-TO JIMIIIHEE,
KaK paHblIle.

— O, oI BhIAzICIL, BanenTrHa. — Ockanmunach AOaJoHHA Ha C1aOblid IPOTECT JOYEPH.
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— Ha... wm oH yoOber Bac... — Eme Tumre nporosopuia Bai, 4yBcTBysl, Kak ropsiyasi ciesa
CKOJIB3HUT T10 €€ IIEKe.

— Bot yx Bpsn . — OtmaxHysack KoposieBa. OHa CHOBA IpoluIa K CBOEW KPOBaTH M OTKUHY-
Jach Ha GapxaT MOMSTHIX paHee MOAYIIeK.

— OH Tak ckaszal... — Bujs, 4ro Math He BOCIIPDMHMMAET €€ BCepbe3, Basl MoBbICHUIA royoc
U caenana mar Brepea. — Ero otpsa rae-to Henoganeky. OH TONBKO M KA IAHCa, YTOOBI MOTAcTh
cloaa. ..

— Thl neCTBUTENBHO TOJIaraelib, YTo s AaM eMy XOTh Masieduii manc?! — [pommunena 310
AbajioHHa, CHOBA MOJIOPBABIIIMCH HAa HOTY. — KakIplii ero miar 51 3Hato Hariepe, Kpacapunia! 1 He oquH
BEK YK€ TaHI[yIO C HUM B 3TOM TaHLIE, U Thl CMEEILIb MHE YKa3blBaTh HA MHUMBIE TpomMaxu? Trl He 3Ha-
emb HAYero! Cusd 31ech, Kak Kpbica, B 3TOM TBEPIABIHU, Thl HE BUJEJIA U TOJUKHU TOTO, YTO BUIENA 5
WM TBOM cecTphl. [la OyneT Tebe M3BECTHO, MOM IIBETOYEK, TBOSI CBA/1b0A, KaK MEPBHIM IIar K MUpPY
HallIMX HapOJIOB OOroBapyBaeTCs yke He epBbli roj!

OO6pymmB Ha 10Yb MOAOOHYI0 MH(pOpMaIHio, AGaOHHA JAOBOJIBHO YXMBUIbHY/IACh, 3aBUICB,
KaK MCIT ¥ IIOK BHOBb BO3BPAIIAIOTC Ha OnetHoe u1o. Eil ObLI0 MpUATHO OCO3HABATh, UTO BaseH-
THHA TIBITAETCS BBITYCTUTh KOTOTKH, U IaBIJIA HAa Hee, YTOOBI y3peTh, HA UTO CIIOCOOHA ee MIIa/Iast
J0Yb.

— Ho nouemy #?...

Ee npoxaBmmii ronoc 3actaBuil AGaloHHY (PHIPKHYTh M 3aKaTWTh I71a3za. [ne 3HameHuTas
dypwuiickas spoctb?! Hert, aTa Miaqimas npuHiecca 6e3HaiekHa. . .

— IMotomy urto s tak xouy! 1 moromy urto Teds nzdpan Keepke. — Orpei3Hynach KOposesa.
OTBepHYBUINMCH OT JOYEPH, OHA IMPOLLIA K PACIaXHYTOMY OKHY M YCTaBWJIach B/lajlb, BCEM CBOUM
BUJIOM IIOKa3bIBasl, YTO Pa3roBOp OKOHYEH. — Uepes [1Ba 1Hs, B TBOM JBa/LIATh [EPBbIi AEHb POXKIe-
HHUE COCTOMTCS] TPAaHAMO3HBIN Oall B YeCTh TBOEH MOMOJIBKU, HA KOTOPBIN ThI SIBUIILCS C JOJKHBIM
ceMy ciydaro HacTpoeM. [TopTHbIe 3akOHUYAT TBOM Haps B cpok. M BanenTuHa. .. — Jlo6aBuia Haro-
CJIE/IOK KOpOJIeBa, BHOBb B3IISIHYB Ha €J1e ’KUBYI0 J04b. — He pazodapyii MOMX OXUIAHUM. .. CHOBA!
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Kazanock, 3TOT namMATHBIN pa3roBOp COCTOSUICS MUHYTY Ha3aj, HO BOT Bain yxke crout nepen
3epKaJioM, oOlaueHHasi B CBOM NMOJABEHEUHbII Hapsi/l, B KOTOPBIM €e Haps QUM CIIYTY Mojyaca Ha3aj.
UYepHblil € 30J0TOM 1IEJIK, MEPLABIINE alIMa3bl B TSKENBIX CKJIaJKax U B cusOUMX Kyapsx. Horu,
BBICTABJICHHBIE HA [TOKa3 B OTKPHITOM Criepein I00Ke, 00TArMBaa TOHYAiIast YepHas Koxa. Beicokue
Caroru HEMPUBBIYHO CKUMAJIM UKPBl U CTYITHH, PUBBIKIIUE K JETKUM TY(IISAM.

Bau BorIsiiena HacTosLen ypueit, ctepBoil 10 MO3ra KOCTeil, HO He 4yBCTBOBasIa ceOsl Tako-
BOil. Bee, 4To 0OHa omymana ceifuac, 3To Becenoromanomuii yxac. Ctpax ObTh BHICTABIEHHOW HAIO-
Ka3, KaK jkepTBa Ha 3akjaHue. U coexarb oHa He Morvia. B riryOuHe ayiu oHa He XoTesia NOIBOAUTD
Martb. Ty, KOTOpO# OBUIO BCera IeBaTh Ha CBOIO 104b. 113 Bcex cBoux aeteit AbaioHHa BhIOpaa ee,
1 Ban gomkHa cUSTh c4acTbeM, a He yToIlaTh B YHBIHUM M OTYassHUM. XOTb pa3 el JIOBEPUJIU CIIaCTH
CBOIO CEMbIO, KOTOpasi Obl HMKOI/1a He cnacia ee. Tak rmoyeMy corjiacHa Ha 310 oHa? U ctpaHHO, Kak
9TO MaTh 3alIOMHUJIA ATy ee POXKAEHUs. A MOXKET, OHa Ipo cedst MPOKJIsIa STOT AeHb?

Pe3kuii cTyk B ABEpb NpepBall €€ MbICJIEHHbIE METaHHs, 3aCTABUB BHOBb COAPOIHYThCS TEJIO
T0J1 TSKEJION MUILYpOH. XOTeJ0Ch MPUTBOPUTHLCS TEHBIO. Basl permiia, eciii IpoOMOIYUT, TO TOT KTO
3a IBEPBIO PELINT, YTO B KOMHATe HUKOro HeT u yizaer. Ho nerckas orroBopka He npouuia. [Isepb
pacnaxHyJsach, siBJisisl B30py 3aMepllei IeBYILIKY ee JIMYHbIN Kommmap. Kcepke sBuiics conpoBoAuTb
CBOIO HEBECTY Ha OaJl, M TYT YK HUKaK He OTBepTeThcs. Ban Monya marnyna Briepes, 3a/ipaB rojioBy
Y BCTpeYasich ¢ (PEHUKCOM HEMUTAIOLIMM ITYCThIM B3IVISI0M.

— Hy xe, manenbkas Qypus, yablOHUCh. — Kcepke IpoTsAHy pyKy M 0OXBaTUII €10 MaJIEHbKYIO
JTafowky Ban. — A TO Thl MOX0%a Ha ra3elib, 3arHaHHYIO B YTOJ1 TOJIOHBIM BOJIKOM.

— Yk He BBl i1 TOT BOJIK? — MpauHo OypkHyaa Baj, mbitasich cienats ere mar B KOpUIop.

Ho Kcepkc He nan e atoro caenats. OH cxall ee J1aJOHb CUJIbHEE, 3aCTaBJIsAs BHOBb B3IJISIHYTh
cebe B m1a3a. M korga AeByIika, MOpIIACh OT 00U, MOJYMHUIIACh, OH JIOBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYJICS U OTBE-
THIL.

— Tak u ectb, goporas.

Borblne oHr He OOMOJIBIIIHCH M CJIOBOM TIO ITyTH B OasibHYI0 3ai1y. MM HaBCTpedy nomnaiaimch
CJIyTH, IPUJIBOPHBIE, TIpUIJIalieHHble rocTi. M Bcem BaneHTHHaA JO/KHA Obl1a OCIENUTENBHO YJIbl-
OaTbCs B OTBET Ha Takue Xke (hasplmBbie yIblokn. Omryinas cedst, Kak TOUHO BBIPa3HIICS €€ «KEHHX»,
3arHaHHOM B KallKaH, BajleHTHHa CIOBHO IUIbLIa TPOTUB TeueHHs. Kaxaplii mar et jaBasics ¢ TpyaoM.
Horu oxBaruiia 60716 cynqoporu, OyITo HOBbIE Cariory ObLIM MOJHBI IIUIOB U Komouek. [Tnatbe TecHO
CKMMAJIO T'Py/ib, MPOIyCKasl ¢ TPYJOM BO3yX B Jlerkue. Boicokas nmpuuecka, yBeHUaHHasi peAKMMU
CaMOLIBETaMM, JaBUJIA CBOEH TSKECTBIO, 3aCTaBJIsAsl KPYKUThCs rojoBy. Ho oHa He ynazer. Tonbko
HE TIepe/i CTOJILKUMHU MTpUXJie0aTessiMi ee MaTepy U OCOOSHHO He reper] (PeHUKCAMH.

3as BCTpeTWsI UX TPOMKOM MY3BIKOH, OTHaloIIeiicss HabaToM OT CTeH M MoToika. Ban make
HE MOIJIa MOHATh, YTO 32 MEJIOAUS 3BYUUT, OIJIyIIIEHHAasi TOMOHOM TOJIOCOB U CMeXa, OCJIeTlJIeHHasI
CBETOM THICSIY CBEYEH, UTO BO CTO KpaT MOBBILIAIN U O€3 TOro CTOJb KapKYyIo Temreparypy. [lezopu-
eHTUPOBaHHasl JeBYIIKa JUKO O3UpaJlach 10 CTOPOHAM, MBITASCh OTBICKATh MATh WJIM CECTEP B ITOU
TOJIYEE TOCTEN, UTO, Ka3aJIOCh, ChEXAJIUCh CO BCEX YToNKoB Ana. CerogHs nuTaeb NpUHUMasIa MHO-
T'e pachkl B CBOEM KaMEHHOM upeBe. 37eCh ObUIM JEMOHBI BCEX MAacTeld, MHOXXECTBO OECOB U YITbl-
peit. Ho u3 ¢eHuKCOB ObUIM JIMIIIL KEHUX CO CBOeW CBHUTOH. CTpaHHO, KaK 9TO OHM BCEM KJIAHOM
He 3asgBWINCh. XOTS Bce OblIO Brepeau. Beap ectb TopkecTBO nmoszHauuteabHeid. CBaapoa... ITa
MBICIIb OOJIBIO Pe3aHyJia MO BUCKaM BasleHTHHBI, 3aCcTaBUB ee COAPOrHyThCs BceM TeioM. U k nocaze
IEBYILKH, ee HeynoOcTBo 3ameTi Keepkc.

— [otanmyit co muoM. — U 310 OBLIA HE MPOCHOA.

BractHoi1 pyKkoii (peHHMKC YBJIEK IEBYILKY B LIEHTP 3aJIbl K IPOYMM KpyxKaiumes napam. My3bl-
KaHTbl UT'PAJIM CBOI0 BEPCHUIO aJICKOr0O Bajibca, U Kcepke yBepeHHO NMpHBJEK CTPOMHBINA CTaH HEBe-
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CcThI Onke K cebe. BaneHTHHA MpaKTUYeCKH OKaMeHeIa, TIOYYBCTBOBAB HAIIPOTUB ce0s1 CTallb TPyAn
(enmnkca. OmHAKO, CTOATH HE TPUCTAJIO TaM, I7ie BCe IBHIKETCS TOJ 3ByKHM CKPUIIOK, U BaneHTnHa
3aropxasia 3a BEIOMbIM €€ IJIAMEHEM.

Oma crapanach CMOTPETh Ky/la YTOJHO, HO TOJIBKO He Ha MYKYHHY, YTO TaK KPETKO MPYKUMAT
ee Kk cebe. Ban He cOmnack HU pasy ¢ putma, oka Kcepkc He 3aroBopui.

— Jlymaio, Thl HE pa3 3ajaBajiaCh BOIIPOCOM, MaJleHbKasi (pypusi, oyeMy U3 BCeX TBOMX Ipe-
KPacHBIX cecTep s BbIOpat MMEHHO TeOs... — [IpOTsaHy ero HU3KUi POKOUYIIUIA TOJI0C TIOUTH Ha
CaMbIM €€ YXOM.

MarmuHansHO Banm oKuHYys1a B3MISIIOM 3Ty, HATBIKAsICh HA CBOMX ILIECTEPBIX cecTep, peKpac-
HBIX KaK Tpex, MeJIbKaBIIMX TO TYT, TO TaM B TOJITIE C TEM WJIM MHBIM JIbSIBOJIbCKUM KaBajiepom. Bee
OHU BeJu ceOs1 Iep3KO, pa3Bs3HO, cMesio. [ POMKO cMesuTUCh U He OOSUTMCh OTKPOBEHHO (PITMPTOBATD.
[Nocnenuen feByIIKa pasrisjena CBOIO MaTh, YTO MOMYJeXalla Ha CBOEM TPOHE, OKPYKEHHOH NpH-
XxBOoCcTHsIMU Kcepkca, jryde3apHO UM yiIbIOasiCh M JlacKasi PyKOW OOHaXKEHHYIO I'pylb ONMKaWIIero
K Hell (peHHKca.

— Bbl monanm B camyIo cyTh. .. — [7Tyx0 0TO3Basach AEBYIIKA, OTTOPAKUBASICh OT BECEIIbsI CBOMX
POIHBIX K CBOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY HECUACTHIO.

— TbI 3HaeIIb OTBET, KpacaBuia. Thl HE TIOX0KA Ha HUX, YEPHBIX, UCTIOPUSHHBIX. 51 BUIET TBOM
KaptuHbl. OHU TIPEKpacHbl, Kak ¥ UX aBTOp. Thl UMCTa, ONApEHHA, U 51, KaK JIMJIEP CBOEro KJiaHa,
JOJKEH UMETh TaKylo keHy. BoeHHbIll Tpodel, He MOJIb30BaHHBIN HUKEM, KpOMe MEHs. — DTHU CJIOBa
OH TIOMYEPKHYJI CBOEH KECTKON XBATKOM, OCTaBJIsAsl, 0e3 COMHEHUSI, HA TOHKOHN JeBUUbCH Taiu Oar-
POBBIE CHHSIKH.

— OTkyna BaM 3HaTh, YTO I IOCTATOYHO uucTa... — Havama, cHoBa Mopiiack, Banentuna,
HO xBaTKa Kcepkca Jmiib ycummach.

— Cnyxu o tebe obnerenu Bcwo [IpencniomHior. — OH oOgaBall ee yxo U MIel0 CBOUM KapKUM
IbIXaHMEM, M JIEBYIIIKA HavyaJla OIIyIaTh TOLUIHOTY, YTO B30yHTOBaIA keaydoK. — Ho rmaBHOe TBOE
JIOCTOMHCTBO, UJIM HEJJOCTATOK B TAKOM MeCTe, Kak AJl — 3TO MOKOPHOCTh. VI ThI OyAeIb UCTIONHSTD
moOo MOH Karipus, MajieHbKast (pypusl.

Ee rmaza momMuMo BOJNM TOJIBIXHYJIM OTHEM HEroJOBaHWs, M Basl He ycrmena CKpbITh 3TOTO
ot Kcepkca. OH yxBaTuj1 najibliaM# IPaBO¥M PyKH, YTO JO 3TOTO CKUMAJ ee JIaJ0Hb, JIUIO AEBYIIKH,
HE J1aBasi OTBEPHYThCS.

— O, Tebe He 1o BKycy Mou TpeOoBaHus? — KprBO yXMBUIBHYJICS OH, JIacKasi OOJIBIIIUM TaJTh-
1ieM Oapxar I0HOM 1eKu. — YyBCTBYIO, UTO OyIly HACIaXJAThCSI TBOUM T'HEBOM, KOTJJa Thl OKXKEIIbCS
TMOJIHOCTBIO B MOEH BiIacTH. §l Haydy TeOs SipoCTH, IpUHIIECCa.

BasieHTHHY TpsICIO, 1 9Ta IPOXKb C KAXKBIM CJIOBOM €€ Bpara mpoOysk/1aia yTo-TO TEMHOE TITy-
OOKO BHYTpH Hee, IpeBHee, Kak cama Ku3Hb. PEeHNKC oKa3ascs MpoBHUIIeM Ha ceid cueT. OH TOUHO
BBIITYCTHT €€ UCTUHHYIO MpUpoy Ha Boio. M B 3TOoM oHa Bo3Omarogaput Kcepkca. He ObiBaTh TOMY,
4yT0OBI (PypuiicKast MPUHIIECCA CTajla UTPYLIKON B UbMX Obl TO HU OBUIO PyKax.

— Jagaii xe, maysieHpkast pypus, pasosnuck. — [llentan Kcepke coBcem Onmm3ko. — [To3Bonb
CBHMPETIOCTH CBEPrHYTh MIOKPOB MOCYIIAHKS C TBOEH uepHOU aymu. CTaHb TAKOU ke, KaKk OHH, YTOObI
s cMor 6e3 JTOOBIX TIOMEX YHUUTOKUTh TBOM KJIaH.

Hukuit B3rasa Ban ynepcest B anblii BUXpb 11a3 ¢peHukca. OH yapi0asicss 1 KUBKOM yKa3bIBa
eit 3a criuHy. OOepHYBIIKCH, JEBYIIKA YBHUIEIA TO, YTO TaK YaCTO MEJIbKOM BHJIENA B CTEHAX 3TOTO
3aMKa. Bike K KaMEHHBIM HMIIIaM, B KOTOPBIX OBUTM PacCTaBJIEHbI MMApYOBbIE PE3HbIE KYIIETKH,
HayMHaJIa CBOE JIEWICTBUE OpPIvs, YTO B CKOPOM BPEMEHHM OXBaTWUT Bech 3ai1. OOHakeHHast (ypus
TaHIeBaJa Ha CTOJIEe, MPU3bIBHO U3rHOAasiCh CTPOMHBIM TesloM. Ee Koka TamHCTBEHHO CHsijia B CBETE
YEepHBIX CBEYeH, IIajbHas YJIblOka MaHwia K cede. M 1eMOHBI, YTO JMIb BHEIIHE ObUTH TTOXOKH
Ha JTI0fIel, HO BHYTPH ObLTH YepHee Oe3HbI, TPUOJIFKAIUCH K HEH CO BCEX CTOPOH.

Basientnna nevasibHO yJbIOHYJIAaCh U, IepecyiuB XBaTKy Kcepkca, moBepHy/1a K HeMy MOTyX-
U B3IJISA.

17



[O. YenyxoBa. «M3 mpaka HOuUM J1a B NekJio Aja»

— Moe Bpems yiiTH. .. — THXO, HO HEMTPEKJIOHHO MPOU3HECa (PypHs, OUYSB CTPAHHYIO CHITY
B CBOEM TroJioce. — Bbl ke He XOTHTe paHbIlle BpeMEHH MOCBSITUTH CBOIO HEBECTY B PAJIOCTH TUIOTCKUX
ytex?

Vrnpi6ka Keepkca cronsna ¢ ero jmiia, pe3ue 0003HaYMBINAS XUITHUYECKUE YyepThl. KenBaku
3aurpajy Ha ero CKyJax, Koraa OH CKBO3b 3yObl IIPOU3HEC:

— Thl MO3HAEIIIb UX JIMIIb CO MHOM, U He Oy/elib yBUieHa HUKeM. JIuIib Mosi, yIIOi 1 TeIoM.
[Toka He HacKyuuib. — OTIYCTUB PYKy C ee Juia, (peHuKC crenan mar Ha3ajl. B3noxHyB MOTHOM
TPY/bIO, OH OIIYTHJI 3allaX CTPACTH, YTO HAUYMHAJ HAIMOJHATh KOMHATY HApaBHE C BIIOJIHE OYCBUI-
HBIMH 3ByKaMu. — CKOpo... a TIOKa, MapIll B CBOI0 KOMHaTy. — Pe3ko npousHec Kcepkc, sicHo naBast
MOHATH BaJl, kKak ObIBaeT HeTeprieuB ee OYIyIiA MyX.
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Crapasicb He CMOTpETB I10 CTOpoHaM, Baut Obu1a Gosiee 4eM roroBa MCIOJTHUTG MPHUKa3 (peHHKca.
Kaxplil pa3 pazBpar, 4To 3aBepliiaji TOT WM MHOW Oall, 3aCTaBJIsjl AEBYIIKY CKPbIBAThCS B TUILIHE
CBOEHl KOMHaThl. BasJleHTMHA HCHBITHIBAJIA OTBPAIEHHE K MACCOBBIM CHOLUEHUSIM, XOTb M CaM
aKkT He Kasajica edl Mep3kuM. OnHako BaneHTuHa cumTana, 4yto MOJOOHOE AOJIKHO MPOMCXOAUTH
10 JIIOOBY ¥ MEX/1y ABYMs, 2 HE U3 IOXOTU MHOXECTBA, CIOBHO 00€3YMEBILIMX B CBOEM MAPOKCH3ME
CTPACTH.

[MbiTasics cKpeIThCS ceituac, Ban nepeiia Ha Oer ¥ YCIOKOMIIACh, JIUIIb OYYTUBILKCH BO ThME
Y THLIMHE KOPUJOpa AajbHEro Kpbuia. [IpUcIOHMBIIKCH CITUHOM K Yy Thb TETJIOMY KaMHIO CTEHBI, TEM-
riepatrypa KOTOporo najajia JMilb Ha Iapy IpaJycoB ¢ HacTyIUIeHUeM Houu, BasieHTHHa mblTanach
YHATH OelIeHo cTyyaitee cepaue. JIuibe oquH TaHel OHa cMoIvia BblaepkaTh ¢ HUM. Ho BClo Ku3HB?
D10 ObUTO BhIIIE ee Tpenena. OHa He cmokeT... Ho kak ke cembsa? OKa3aBIIUCh B OMHOYECTBE,
MBICJIM CHOBAa HAOPOCHJIMCh Ha JIEBYIIIKY CBOMMU COMHEHUSIMU M CTPaxaMu.

BrIpoBHSB cOOCTBEeHHOE COMBUMBOE JbIXaHue, BasieHTrHa cyiana, Kak cepie OTOMBaeT poB-
HBIl pUTM B €e BUCKaxX M ycnokauBajach. K Takoil Mequrtalnuy oHa NpuBbIYHA C jaercrBa. U 3to
cpabaThIBaJIO BCSKHI pa3, Kak ee JOCTABAIM CECTphl M MaJIOJIeTHUIA Opat, HO He ceiyac. CeroqHs
peasbHOCTh ObLTa cuibHee. BecrommHas mocnenHuii yac, BajgeHTuHa Bce SIBCTBEHHEH OCO3HABAJIA,
YTO HE CMOXET CIeJIaTh TO, Yero ot Hee XoTAT. OHa He CTaHeT keHoil (heHnkca. MoxkeT Toro u xoresa
ee ceMbsi — COBITh TIOJAJIbIIIE HEYAAUHYIO0 POACTBEHHUILY, HO cama Bax storo He xenana. OHa yiaer
JIMUIb TIO CBOEY BoJIe M HU ubeil MHOM. Ee Ki1aH cuiibHBIA. Benb He 3pst OH IPOTUBOCTOSIT (heHUKCaM
CTOJIBKO BEKOB. Tak CripaBUTCS U Terepb, HO Oe3 Hee.

Bce npuctanbHell BIVIAABIBAsACh B HOYb, BasleHTHHA OlyIlana OCTPOE KeJaHHE BbIPBATHCS
U3 3T0i1 KJ1eTKkH. Kak cTpaHHO, 4To cust moTpeOHOCTh BO300Iafana B Heil b cefiuac. Mnm npocto
yXkac repeji cBaJbOOH € CaJlCcTOM NEPECUIIUI €€ TPOLUIbIE CTPaXy HEM3BECTHOCTH UYKOro Uil Hee
mupa? Ho kak 6s1 TO HI ObLI0, Bant yBepeHHO 1maraysna Briepe/ ¥ pacrnaxHyJia TSKETyIo CTBOPKY OKHa,
YTO MPOH3UTEBHO CKPUIIHYJIA PAKABbIMU NEeTIAMU. OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH AEBYIIIKA 3aMepia, PUCTY-
MIMBAsICh K TOCTOPOHHMM 3ByKaM. Ho o ee mobere 3Has1a mib oHa cama. Y OMBICITS HUKTO HE MOT,
YTO [0 JPOKH MPaBWIbHOW BasieHTHHe npuaeT HeuTo MogoOHOE B IOJIOBY.

CronJIo JMIIIb OTKPHITHCS OKHY, BanleHTHHY TyT ke 06110 kapom Houu. BrisapiBasich B Oar-
POBBIE TEHU JJAJIEKO BHU3Y, (Dypusl JIMIIb MUT COMHEBAJIACh, HO 3aTeM OOEpHYJIaCh JbIMOM U TIOHEC-
Jack npoyb. Bee ObicTpee, nmoaxBayeHHas MOpbIBaM 3HOWHOIO BeTpa. Bee nasbliie oT AoMa, CTEHbI
KOTOPOTo He MOKKAAjIa HUKOT/a.

Jlerets Tak m0r0 OHa He Morvia. BonHeHue couBaso ¢ Hy:kHOro Hacrposi. 1 Ban npunuiocs
MIPU3EMJIMTBCS WM KaK BBIIILIO B €€ Clly4ae Mpunecounthbes. VM He coBceM MATKO. PyXHYB Ha KoJieHU
CO BCEro Maxy, JeBYIIIKa He CMOIJIa ciepkaTh cToHa Oomu. OmIsAeBIIMCH IO CTOPOHAM, OHA C 10CaI0H
OCO3HaJIa, YTo yJeTesa He TaK JajieKo, Kak XoTesoch Obl. Ee OKpyskasm rycteie 3apociv TEpHOBHHUKA,
YTO OBUTH BBIPAILICHBI 3[€Ch JIUIIb C OJHOM LIEJIBIO — 3aTPYAHUTH ITPOXOXKICHHE K LIUTA/IEIIH.

Yro X, pa3 He MOMY4MJIOCh cpasy, nornpodyeM emie. CHOBa U CHOBa (pypusi 06opaurBaiach
IBIMKOH, OTJIeTasi Bce aiblie OT 3aMKa. M Morsa Obl M Jasibliie Tak JIeTeTh YphIBKaMH, HO, HE 3Hast
MECTHOCTH MOJKHO YTOAWTb B CMOJISIHYIO TOIb WJIM JIABOBYIO peKy. M mycTb OHa OrHEHHOW pachl,
HO JIa)Ke OHA He BBIICPIKUT CTOJIb SIPOi TEMIepaTyphl.

Tax 4To mpuIIock MATH nemkoM. Bor Toraa Ban cronkHynack ¢ HoBoii mpo6iemoit. Heyno6-
HbIE€ Calorv ¢ BBICOKUMM KaOJyKaMu ObUIM COBEPIIEHHO HENPHUIOIHBI K JJIMTENIBHBIM HPOryJIKam
IO a/ICKOM MECTHOCTH, M300MITyIOLIEN IECKOM U CKaJIbHbIM KaMEHUCTBIM TpyHTOM. To M Jesio cro-
THIKAsICh M YepThIXasich ceOe 1moj Hoc, BaneHTrHa, HaKOHel], OCTAaHOBMJIACh M OOJIOMasa K 4epTsiM
co0aybMM 3T TOHKHE MAJIKM, YTO OCMEIMIIMCH Ha3BaThCsl KaOlyKamu. 3aBepiInB padoTy pyK CBOMX,
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BanenTrHa ocranack JOBOJbHA, XOTh UATH CTAJIO HE HAMHOTO YJOOHE! Ha MCKPUBJIEHHOH MOJOIIIBE,
HO 3TO BCe ke ObUIO JIyullle, YeM Mpex/e.

KpoBaBble cymepku yKpbIBaJM €€, HO BCe ke J1aBasi XOTh MaJieiiiee mpeicTaBieHne 00 OKpy-
KawoueM ee mupe. B Any penko rae napuia HenporjsigHas TbMa. B OCHOBHOM OroHb, BHIPHIBAB-
LIMIACS U3 Pa3jioMOB B MOPOJE, J1aBaJl IOCTATOYHO CBETA, HAPs/y C 3apEBOM OT JIABOBBIX MOTOKOB.
Caymiast 3ByKHM HOUYM, UTO COCTOSTM U3 3aBbIBAHUS BETPA M TPECKA OTHS IJIe-TO Herojaieky, Banen-
THHA TO U JIEJIO OIJISiABIBAACh Has3aj U 3amupasa Ha mecte. OHa kana, 4To BOT-BOT OOBSBUTCS
TIOTOHS 32 Hel, ¥ He 3HaJla paJIoBaThCs WM HET, YTO IMOKA Ha TOPU3OHTE OBLIO THXO.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB €i1 HaJI0eNI0 UATH, HO ¥ Ha OOJIBIIINE PACCTOSHUSI OHA HE MOTJIa IEPEeMECTUThCS.
[Mostomy Ban mpuauipunBo ocMaTpuBaia paccTosiHUE Briepean cedst ¥, OCTaBasiCh JJOBOJIBHOW YBH-
JEHHBIM, TIepesieTaa Ha METPOB JIecsSITh-IBaaTh Briepea. Tak neso nomnwio ObicTpee, XOTs U ycTa-
BaTh OHA Havasa crpemutesbHee. Tloce Takux MpBIKKOB €l BCKOpe MOTpedyeTcss OCHOBATEIbHBIN
oteix. Ho o cHe He Morio ObITh 1 peun. He B ee B3BUHUEHHOM coctosiHAU. YTo ke nenatsh? Benp Brie-
penu He ObLIO J1aXke HaMeKa Ha XOTh KPOIIEUHYIO Meliepy, B KOTOPOU JeBYIITKA MOTJIa Obl YKPBITHCS
Y OTJIOXHYTb.

HenpupbluHas K 10JruM MyTelIECTBUAM, KHUXKHAs 3aTBOPHUIIA, BaseHTHHa yKe He B epPBbIT
pa3 noxasena o CBoer puckoBoil 3agymKe. OIHaKO, OHA HU 32 4TO OBl HE MOBEpHYIa Ha3aa. ToIbKo
He B yansl Kcepkea. ..

3agymaBmuchk 00 3TOM 37100HOM (eHukce, Ban mepemectriach 3a OOIMIMPHBINA KOMIOUUHT
KyCTapHUK 1, 00peTs TesiecHyIo (hopMy, He OOHapYKuIIa Oropbl o Horamu. OKa3aBIIKUCh B CBOOO-
HOM I10JIeTe, EBYILIKA, PACKMHYB PYKH, YBUJENA, YTO OKa3aJlach JIETAIIEN BHU3 IOJIOBOI C KPYTOTO
CKJIOHA, YTO HAYMHAJICS 32 KyCTAPHUKOM M OOPBIBAJICS B IIIMPOKOM JIONMHE ajieko BHU3Y. U, moxoxe,
10 TIPU3EMJICHUH ee OyIyT BCTpevarh.

He umest Touku onopsl 1 MOpaJIbHOM KOHIEHTPAIUH JJ1s1 AeMaTepruaii3aliii B JHIMHOE COCTO-
ssHUe, Ban Buzena, Kak CTpEeMUTENBHO MpuoOImkaercs 3emis. M 94to Xyke 3TOoro, IeByIIKa pas3iiu-
YyuJia HesicCHble (PUTYPBI, UTO IBUTAIMCH B €€ HallpaBJIeHUH Ha JHE 3710c4acTHoOro oppara. Ho Bpemenu
Ha MaHUKY y Hee He ocTanoch. CTOUJIO JIMIL €l KAMHEM PYXHYTh Ha MPUJIMYHBIC BATyHBI CJIAHIIA,
oOaupasi B KpOBb PYKM U HOTH, KaK €e CO3HAHME 3aBOJIOKJIA TejieHa Mpaka, Iorpyxas ee B Oe3IHy
OecriaMsTCTBA.
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«0, Bce neMoHbl Afa! YTo X Tak 1IoXxo-1o?!» — ObLIO MIepBOi MBICTbIO BasieHTHHBI Mocrie ee
npoOyxaeHus. Heyxen oHa BhINIIa CBEPX MEPBI HA Oty B YECTh JHS CBOETO POXKIICHU S, pa3 rojioBa
rOTOBA BOT-BOT B30pBaThCs OT O0i. OTKPBIB ME/IIHHO I71a3a, JEBYIIKA TYT XKe 3aKMYPHIIach BHOBb.
He moxeT xe 31oro ObITh! . .. VI TYyT BOCIOMUHaHK OOPYIIMIMCH Ha Hee, BO3Bpallasi B HEPUIJISHOE
Hacrosiiiee. [la, oHa Obuta Ha Oajty, HO HE W3-3a CBOMX MPOXHUTHIX ABAALATH OIHOTO roAa Ha 3TOM
MpPa4YHOM CBeTe. A B UECTh IIOMOJIBKH € (PEHUKCOM, OT KOTOPOro OHa cOexala u3 OTYero Joma v cei-
yac okazazack... Hu MHOro He majio B mjeny!

Cas3aHHOM 110 pyKam U HoraMm, BasieHTrHa s1ekaa, Kak MEeIOK ¢ MyCOPOM Y OIHOW U3 YEPHBIX
NaJIATOK, YTO MOJTYKPYTOM BBICTPOMJIMCH y MOXOAHOIO KOCTPa, HaJl KOTOPbIM Ha OTPOMHOM BepTelie
*Kapuiach 1esiasi OCBeKeBaHHas Tymia. JeBylika gaxe ragarb 0osij1ach, KeM ObUT paHblile HBIHEITHUN
oben.

— A BOT M Hallla nraika npocHy/acs! — IpoGacuit KTo-To 3a ee CMHOM.

ITouru cpasy ke ee rpy00 CXBAaTWIIM 32 TYTO CKpPY4Y€HHbIE PYKH U ITOCTABMIIM HA 3aTEKIIME HOTH.
Bonb npoHecnack crpenoil yepe3 Bce NOMSATOE MaJeHUueM Tesio Baji, BHOBb 3aKOPOTHB Ha MTHOBE-
HHe 3peHue. M Korga To BHOBb COM3BOJIMIIO BEPHYTHCS, OHA OOHApykujia ceOsl B TFIOTHOM KOJIbIIE
OrPOMHBIX MYKXYMH. B Kompuyrax, ¢ 0OBeTpeHHBIMH HEOPUTHIMU I'PYOBIMHU JIMIIAMU U OTPOMHBIMH
MO3O0JIUCTHIMU PYYUHUILAMH, KOTOPIMU T€ TYT K€ Oy HOBYI0 Haxoaky. ®eHukcnol! U 31ech 31
3noctHele TBapu. Heyxem Kcepke-taku cymen ee uznosuts? U tak ckopo? Ho nocroiire! Ona xe
eme Ha 3eMJIsiX (pypwii! Kakoro depra 3ToT OTpsiji 3a0blT Ha YYXOH TeppuTOpun?

— K10 310 y Hac TyT Takoi XopoeHbKuii? — TeM BpeMeHeM rojIOCUJI TOT, KTO ITPUBEI €€ B UyB-
CTBa CBOMM IpyObIM oOparieHreM. — Pypust He nHave! Ha 31X 3emiisax uxX TbMa ThbMyINasi, HO elle
HU OfiHa He OblIa CTOMb IJIyIIa, YTOOBI OTBAXKUTHCS B OIMHOYKY HABECTUTH HAC.

I'HycHbIe CMeIlIKM pa3Jaiich B MX TECHOM KaMITaHUU, ¥ 10 Bajl co CKpunom Havyalio I0XOAUTb
(BUAHO, CUJIBHO € OHa yAAapujach MAKYIIIKOi), 4TO €CJIM OHa ceilvyac He NMpeArpuMeT Yero-Huoy/b
Oosiee pa3yMHOIO, YeM ee TPEKJIATHIN MoOer, To ObITh el 3[ech U celyac MCTep3aHHON HaCMepTh
Kyuko# congacoHoB. Kotopble, 110 Bceil BUAMMOCTH, €11ie He 3HAIOT JJMYHOCTH, YTO CBAJIMJIACH HA UX
ropsture rosioBbl. M 3TOT (pakT JOJKEH ChIrpaTh €i Ha pyKY, €CJIM KOHEYHO ceil 10OJIeCTHBIN OTpsj
Haxoaurcs B nopgunHeHuu y Keepkca.

— BbI 10/KHBI HEMEUIEHHO MEHs OTIYCTUTh! — 3aBomnwiia Ba, crapasck npuaaTh rojaocy XoTb
TOJIMKY yBepeHHOcTH. Ho, KaxeTcs, y Hee He BBIIILIO, pa3 yAMBJIEHHbIE B3JISIbl CMEHUJIMCh TPOMKUM
XOXOTOM, YTO OIJIYIIMJIY TUIEHHUILY He XyXe HeJIJaBHEro yriapa o 3eMJIIO.

— KoneuHo, ornyctum, aymedka! Kro cnoput? — Iponomnkan Mep3ko cKaluThCsl (PEHUKC, UTO
IepKaJl ee MepTBOM XBaTKOM, TECHO MPYKUMasi K cede M 0OaaBasi THUIBIM JIbIXxaHueM. — Bot noxaa-
PHILIb HAM Karullo 3HAMEHUTOW (PYPHUIICKOM JIACKHU. . .

— Her! — C xapom obopsana Ban Harnena. — § 3 KOponeBCcKod ceMbU U BBl HE CMeeTe MHE
Takoe npezyarars! 9 cama BeIOMpalo, KOro olapuBaTh CBOMM BHUMaHHEM | — 3710CTb IIPOCHYJIACh B HEH
BHe3arHo. M MoXeT ee CpoBOLIMPOBAJIO OTBPALLEHUE K TYXJIOMY 3araxy, 4To U0 OT MYKYMHBI,
Aepkasluero ee, Ban He 3Hana. OHAaKO OHA OKMHYJIA KyUKy MYyJIAHOB BOKPYT HaJIMEHHBIM B30POM
Y ITPOZIOJIKWIIA HE MEHEE LIAPCTBEHHBIM TOHOM. — Ceiuac B 3aMKe MOAMCHIBAETCS MUPHBIN JOTOBOP,
Y BBl BPS/1 JIM XOTUTE BBICTYIIMTh IPOTUB 3TOTO CBOMMHU HOCTBIIHBIMU JIEUCTBUAMU. [lyMalo, 4To Ball
BoeHavaIbHUK Kcepke Oyner oueHb oropyueH, eciv y3HaeT 00 3TOM HEeNPUSTHOM MHIIU/ICHTE. . .

Tenepb MyXYMHBI XMYPO B3MpaJIM Ha CBOI0 BHE3AIHYIO JIETKYI0 100bI4y. ITopa3Bieuscs xore-
Jock KaxkaoMy. Ho Hu KTo He XoTen BeI3BaTh THeB Kcepkca, TyT oHa nonasa B TOuky. Bopua u pyra-
SICh, OHM HAUaJIM PACXOIUTHCS [0 CBOMM JesaM. Ps10M ocTaiuck JvIib Tpoe, Ja TOT, YTO MPOIOIKA
ee Hel[aJHO CTUCKUBATh.
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— Otkyna Thl 3Haemb 0 MUpHOM Makte? — Crpocuil HanOosee cepbe3HbId U BIIMSITEIBHBIN
13 HuX. Ero TeMHbIi B3M1s11 IpoH3as1 Bas cBoel mojo3puTebHOCTHIO.

— Jla uto mbI ee ciaymaeMm? KTto y3Haet o ee ucuesHoBeHuun? — He yHuMancs teM BpeMeHeM
ee KOHBOMP, Y KOTOPOro BUJMMO CJIMIIKOM 3yJesio B mrtaHax. OH He nepecraBall TEPEThCs O CBOIO
TUIEHHUITY, O3 COMHEHUSsI MPEeCTaBIIss ee yKe Moj COO0M. — DTa ke MpoCcTo ouepenHast pypuiickas
notackyxa. M Tpaxatbcs eit ToibKo B pagocTh. OHu Bee Takue! PacckasbiBaniu MHE MIpo TO, YTO TBO-
pUTCS 3a CTEHaMU MX LiUTaesu!

Ho crapiiero ¢enrkca He BrieyaT/mia skanoda cBoero 60eBoro TOBapHIla, Tak Kak OH Mpooi-
’KaJ XMypo OypaBUTh B3[JISIIOM YEPHBIX I71a3 MOJIOYIO 0cO0y, OOBEIIaHHYIO JPAroleHHOCTSIMH, KaK
aJIMa3HBIA PYIHUK, [ILIKHYB B CBOIO OY€peb Ha MJIAIIIETO COJ/IaTa.

— 5 xe ckazana. S omHa... U3 npuaBOpHBIX Benukoil AGanonHbl. — YyTh 3amsiiach Bai,
HE Kejlas pacKpblBaThb CBOEM WCTMHHOW IMPUHAMJIEKHOCTU K (pypuiickoll avHactuM. — CerogHs
B IIUTaJe M OaJl B YeCTh NMOMOJIBKH Balllero T'eHepasia ¢ OIHOM U3 MPUHIIECC, B LENsX 3aKTI0UeHUs
MUpa.

— Hy u mouemy b1 He Ha Gany? [ToOMM30CTH OT CBOEH KOposieBbl? — BonpocuTebHO B3IEpHYIT
OpoBb (peHHKc. Bas permia, 4To I71aBeHCTBO B 9TOM IIaliKe MIMEHHO 3a HUM, pa3 OH TaK YBEPEHHO
BeJI C HEll pa3roBop.

— M=e... Hackyuwsio TaM. — Beimanmia Bas, He cBOA ¢ HEro CBOMX YeCTHBIX Iv1a3. Bedp To,
YTO OHA TOBOPWJIA, OBLIIO OTYACTH TIpaBao. — U 51 pemmnia nporynstbes. [loapimars HOYHOW CBexXe-
CTBIO. .. TIOKA CITy4aliHO He PyXHYJIa C TOr0 OOpbIBa.

— He cimiikom e ThI pejaHa cBoe rocnoxe, pa3 Opocuia ee paau MpOryaKu. — XMBIKHYJ
OH, OIJISIIBIBAS €€ 3alblICHHBIN IOMSITBIA Hapsi/l, KOTOPbINA XOTh M MIOTPETIAJICS, HO He yTPaTUJI OJiecka
6orarctBa. — JIOMyCTUM, YTO THI HE JIKEIb.

— U Bbl oTIiycTuTe MEHA? — YK CIMIIKOM MOCTIEIIHO BOocTipsiia AyxoMm Bai, Ho 3aBuzieB Mpay-
HYIO MUHY IJ1aBapsi, ObICTPO CHUKJIA.

— Toto cynpOy penmt Kcepke. Mbl pUIILIM HA 9T MPOKJIATHIE 3eMJIH ¢ HUM. Y HOUyeT oH
3[1eCh, B3aME€H MSATKUM NEpUHAaM TBOETO 3aMKa, [ 3alPOCTO MOXKHO MOJIYyUUTh HOXK MEX JIOMATOK.
Ckopo OH BepHETCs U PEINT, YTo Jearh ¢ ToOor. — Conaar BeIpa3uiics MpeesbHO SICHO, He Hame-
peBasich MEHSATh CBOETO pellleHusl. YXO[s Mpodb CO CBOMMMU JIPY3bsMHU BIJTyOb Jlarepsi, OH OCTaBUJI
MpUKa3 ee OXpaHHUKY. — Pakap, Opoch Ty KPOIIKY B KPAWHIOW MAJIATKY U IJIa3 C Hee He CITyCKa,
MOKa KOMaHAUP HE BEPHETCS.

— Bygzer... caenano. — ObIpKHYN yIepKUBAIOLIMIA ee Oyrail ¥ MOTaIIWII 32 CKpIOYEHHbIE PYKU
3a cOOOM.

[MucknyB ot 601, Bas TyT e CIOTKHY/IACh HA HEYCTOMYMBBIX HOTaX U MOYTH yraja Obl, eClu
COJIJIAT He Jepikajl Obl ee TaK KPenKo. A Tak PyKH JIUIIb CUJIbHEe OXBaTuiia O0JTb, CKPYYHUBast MBIIIIIbI
packajeHHOW IPOBOJIOKOM.

— [louum! — PaBkHy: (peHMKC, IBHO pa3focaloBaHHBIII OTMEHOH pa3BiedeHus. He nepemo-
HSICh C BCXJIMMBIBAIONIEH HA KaXKIOM mary (bypuer, OH 3aTOJKaJl ee B YepHYI0 HEOOJBIIYIO MaJIaTKy
n3 Ope3eHTa 1 JIaJIeKO He JIACKOBO HIBBIPHYT HA yTpaMOOBaHHYI0 3eMitio. OKa3aBIIUCh Y HOT' CBOETO
OXpaHHMKa, Bajn mpITanack cenars IJ0TOK BO3/AyXa, YTO BBINIMONO U3 €€ JIETKUX najeHueM. — Hu
yTelIeH!s, HA BBIIIMBKY He TOJy4y M3-32 TBOETO JUIMHHOTO SI3bIKa, MapivBKa! ToMbKo Ha JTUIIHUIMA
J030p HapBaJcH. ..

OH nponomkan YepThiXaThCsl, BHIAAS HAPYXKy U MOCTYIITHO 3aMEPEB BO MCIIOJTHEHUY TPHUKAa3a.
OrsneBnmch O CTOpoHaM, Ban He Halia HUYero mnose3Horo ajsi ceds. 31ech Jaxke He ObUIo
TIo(hsiKa, Ha KOTOPBII OHAa MOTJIa Obl 3a0paThCsl C KECTKOU ropsueit 3emin. CBsA3aHHbIE PYKH U HOTH
yOuBanM ee CBOeW aroHuer, HO B CBoeM OeciradaniHoM noodere Basm He nomymanach MpuXBaTUTh
c co0oii Taxe MaJIeHbKHiA HOX. BOT ymHMIIa-TO! VI3MYyUMBIIHMCH CBOMM JIONTMM TTOXOJIOM ¥ HEPBHBIM
HarpsoKeHHEM B CIIOBECHOM Tepenasike, Ban rotoBa Obuia paspeBeTbest 0T OesbicxopHocTu. CoBceM
ckopo ciona seutcs Kcepke. M kakoB ke OymeT [Uist HEro Clopripus, OOHapyXKUB CBOI0 HEBHHHYIO
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MaJIEHbKYIO HEBECTY CBSI3AHHOW W TPSI3HOM B OJHOM M3 majiatok cBomx conpatr! Kak ke oH Oymer
paj... OTOpBaTh €il roJIoBy yxke ceiyac!

Eit HyxHO BeIOpathest otciona. Ho kak? Ecim oHa nake He B cuitax n30aBUThCS OT IMyT. MoxkeT
eil ymactcst oopatutbest B abiM? Ceitvac, kak xke! OHa 4yTh HE BBIPYOMJIACh CHOBA B OECIUIOAHBIX
notyrax. [Torgaca nonsITOK HU K YeMy He npuBenu. [1oT cTekan ¢ Hee pydbsMu, TOJIOBa PaCKaIbIBa-
JIach OT HANPSDKEHHUsI, 2 OHA TaK ¥ OCTaJIach HA TOM CAMOM MecTe, Ky/Ja ee, Kak KyJIb C MyKOi, cOpo-
cun (peHukc. JInbo BepeBKH ObLIIM 3arOBOPEHHBIMH, JIMOO OHA HEMO3BOJIMTEIBHO OBICTPO HcUeprasa
BECh CBOW Marmyeckuii moreHuumai. U c ee-to 6€33a00THOCTBIO CKOpee BCEro BTOPOE, YeM TepBOe.
CecTpsl HUKOT/IA OBl HE MOMAIHM BIPOCAK TaK, KaK yMYAPUJIACh OHA, JaXe He TIOKUHYB (DypHICKUX
3emeltb. U nopesnom eil.

3a HeMMEeHMeM ApPYruX BapUaHTOB, Bajl B M3HEMOKEHUM 3a/ipeMalia, TO U JeJI0 B3paruBasi
B OXU/IaHWU CBOEW CyAbObI-37I0[EWKY B BUE Pa3THEBAHHOTO (peHUKCa ¢ OOMbIIOoN OyKBbI «K».
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CkouspKO JUInJIcs ee HECTIOKOMHBIM COH, Basl He Momia 3HaTh, HO B IIOJIHOE CO3HAHUE €€ NPU-
BEJIM YbU-TO I'pyObI€ PYKH, YTO HEMTO3BOJIUTEILHO CMEJIO IIAPUIIY TI0 €€ CBA3AHHOMY 33/1ePEBEHEIOMY
Teny. JIpoxb OoTBpaieHus rnpodekaia mo cnuHe Ban, korma oHa pacmaxHysia Ijla3a ¥ HaTKHYJIACh
Ha TIOXOTJIMBYIO (PM3MOHOMMIO ee OXxpaHHMKa. He oOparrast BHIMaHuMs Ha ee poOyKaeHne, (PeHUKC
YBJIEYEHHO 3aHUMAJICSl ee pas3jieBaHueM. To ecTb mbITancs, HO (PypUIHCKMI Hapsja He MOAJaBajics
TOPOILIMBBIM JAPOXKAIUM MYKCKUM pyKaM. PeHHMKC TO M [IeJI0 OIVIAABIBAJICSA Ha BXOJHOW KJlalaH
najiaTku, OyATO onacasich, 4To KTO-TO MOKET HapyLIMTh CHe MUJIoe yeuHeHue. Ban He cMmora crep-
NIeTh Yy’KMe PUKOCHOBEHHMS, ellle He CTOJIb MHTUMHBIE, HO yxe Onmu3kue K ToMy. OHa Harpsriach
BCEM TeJIOM, Pe3KO B3OPHIKHYB B MOIBITKE COPOCUTD C ce0sl Harvena.

— Cne3sb ¢ mens! — [Ipommnena Bas, gpoxa HeronoBaHueM, CMEIIAHHBIM CO CTPaXOM.

— A Hy, 3arkHuCch! — [locnenoBan pe3kuid OTBET HapsLy CO 3BOHKOM MOIIEYMHOM, OT KOTOPOR
rosioBa BajieHTHHBI BHOBb OOJIBHO yAapuiach O 3eMIIIO.

Ioka aeBy1ika, Mopras OT HOACTYNMBILMX CJI€3, IBITAJIACh YHATD 3BOH B yIIIaX, HACWJIBHUK TEM
BpeMEHeM YcIies pa300paThCs ¢ MEJIKUMU KpIouKaMmu KopceTa. Tenepb HIYeM He CKpBITYIO rpyab Bai
OOXHTaJl XKApKUi aJCKUI BO3AYX, OJHAKO €ro ObICTPO CMEHMJIM MO3OJIMCTHIE JIAOHU COJJIaTa, YTo
MPUHSUIACH HEIaHO TepeOUTh HeXHYIO TUI0Th. CMHUHASI M CHITHHO TTOLIUNIBIBAS €€, (PeHUKC JOBOJIEHO
YTO-TO OGOPMOTAJI, He TepecTaBasi ep3aTh BEPXOM Ha CBOEH KepTBe, KOTOpasl Hadasia MpoTecTyoliee
XHBIKaTb.

Teneps cie3bl, He CKPBIBasACh, TEKJIM MO IekaM BanenTunsl. CTpax Oosiblile HE CKOBBIBAJI €il
cepaue. beccunbHas SpocTh Ha cBOe OOE3ABMKEHHOE 3aTeKlIee Teslo coTpscaia (pypuio KpyHmHOU
apoxbio. He skenast mosnyyath HOBBIX YJapoOB B MOINBITKE OOOWTHCh Maslol KpoBbio, Bas cBepimia
(beHnKca APOCTHBIM B30POM, JIMXOPAJOUYHO OOyMbIBAs ITyTH CHACEHUSI.

— Jla He Tpscuchk THl Tak! — CHOBa MpPUIVIYLLIEHHO NPUKPUKHYJ Ha Hee conjar. — He yOyner
ot Te0s1. Heboch 1 He Takoe BbIIeNbIBAJIA 32 CTEHAMU CBOETO ueprora. K Tomy e, Tl IOJDKHA MHE
3a BHEYPOUHYIO BaxTy!

XOXOTHYB CBO€H OCTpoTe, (PEHHKC MEepeBUHYJICA K HOraM cBsa3aHHON (ypuu. IIposens
PyKamH 110 ee 6eipam, yTSHYTHIX B ITTOTHYIO YEPHYIO KOXKY, KOTOPBIX He ObLJIO HUKAKOH BO3MOKHOCTH
pa3opBaTh, OH OCTAHOBUWJICS Y XKEJIAHHOM Pa3BUJIKU JEBUYbMX HOT. XMYpPO IMOKOCHBIIUCH HAa IIPOYHO
CBSI3aHHBIE JIOIBDKKY TUIEHHUIIbI, OH C KAKMM-TO COKaJIEHUEM IIPOBEJT JIAJOHbIO [0 MOJIOYHBIM XOJI-
MUKaM IpyJei, 4TO TaK ¥ XOAUIA XOAYHOM OT BO3MYIIIEHHOTO 3/I0CThIO AbIXaHUS.

— Her, pa3Bsi3biBath TeOs1 He OyneM. — [IpodopmoTan heHHKE, pe3Ko OonpoKuapBast Ban Ha 60k
Y CHJIBHBIM PBIBKOM CTATHBAsI JIOCHUCTYIO KOXKY OpIOK ¢ ee Genep.

A BOT Tenepb NaHMKa CAABUIIA JEBUYBIO IPY/ib, JIMINAS jKaJHO [TI0TaeMOro Bo3ayxa. YyBCTBys,
KaK royyto Koy Oeiep 1 sAArofiui] lapanaroT MeJIKie KamyIlky, Ba Hayana OelieHo U3BUBaThCS BCEM
tesnoM. Kpernko cTucHyB 3yObl, 4TOOB HU OJMH KPUK HE BBHIPBAJICS M3 rOpJia U He MPUBJIEK JIMIITHETO
BHUMaHM CHapy: k|, (pypusi BO3HaMepHJIach IPUJIOKUTh BCE CBOU YCUIIUS, HO HE AOMYCTUTD (PEeHUKCa
emre Ommke K cBoemy Teiy. Conyar ke, TeM BpeMeHeM OOHaKaBIIMil CBOIO CaMyI0 BaKHYIO 4acTh
TeJa, 3I00HO YEPTHIXHYJICS] HA BHE3AITHOE COMTPOTUBIICHHE Y CHOBA 3aHEC HaJl CBOEH KePTBO KYJIaKH.
Opun ynap npuiescs Ba B BUCOK, M BCIIBIXHYBIIME TYT K€ 3BE3/IbI B IV1a3aX a1 OLLLy TUMBIN TOTYOK
BBICOKOOKTAHOBOM (DYpUICKOW SIPOCTH, YTO CJIMILKOM AOJTO APeMaa B HEH.

He oco3HaBas, 4to Jenaer, JeCTBYsS CKOpee MHCTUHKTUBHO, HEXKeJIM OCHOBBIBAsICh HA 3HAHM S,
MIOJTyYeHHBIE B YPOKax JIydyIIMX OOWIOB, Ban pe3ko mepekarmiach Ha 3amyTaBIIErocsi B COOCTBEH-
HBIX IITaHax (peHnkca. OKa3aBIIMCh CBEPXY, OHA C CHJIOM OIyCTHJIAa CBOM 3aTBUIOK Ha JIMLO COJIAATA,
C Y/IOBJIETBOPEHUEM 3aCJIbIILIAB CMAYHBII XPYCT.

denuKc B3peBe 01 HECIOKOMHOM TYIIKOU (pypHuH, UTO KaK 3Mesl BEpPTeIach Ha MECTe, KakK Iblil
pa3 M3BOpauMBasich OT 3axBara. OCJeryIeHHbI COOCTBEHHON KPOBBIO, UTO 3ajMBaJIa BCE €r0 JIUI0
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U3 CJIOMaHHOTO HOCA, OH THITAJICS HalynaTh Topio B30yHTOBaBIIeics crepebl. Ho Ban okazanach
owicTpee. [loaTsHYBIINCH HAa MyX4KHe, (Pypus ycenach TOMy Ha Tpy/b, BUETMBIIUCH CBA3aHHBIMU
3a CIIMHOW PyKaMH B KaJbIK Ha €ro ropjie. B MrHoBeHue oTpacTiB KOI'TH, Ban BOH3MIA MX B TUIOThH
U XpsIIH, KpoMcasi Tpaxelo, Kak cekatopoM. Ilasbipl (peHrKkca Bee cmadbee cKkpeOian 0OHaKeHHBIE
Oe/1pa IeBYIIIKY B KaJIKOU MOIBITKE OCBOOOAUTHCS. M (pyprisi MIIIOCEpIIHO He /1ajia TOMY HU €IMHOTO
manca. O3BepeB BIIEpBbIe B CBOEH kM3HHM, BaseHTHHA Npopo/kaia CKMMaTh pa3oipaHHOE ropIio
(beHmkca, Moka MOCAeHUIN XPUIT He COpBAJICS € ero ryd. XoTs Jake Toraa e HoHagoOuIoch BpeMs,
YTOOBI IPUATH B ceOs1.

He obuneB n Myxu 3a Bce BpeMsl CBOETO CYIIECTBOBaHUs, BajleHTMHA MCTIBIThIBATIA JTUKUIA
y’&Kac OT CBOMX HEOXUJAaHHBIX /s ceOs aericTBuii. CoxkaleHue CIUIeTaloCh B TYroM KIyOOK Mpo-
THBOpPEYHMsI ¢ HEOBIBAIBIM Jlocesie ynoBeTBopeHrueM. OHa modenuia HaCMIIbHUKA, ¥ HE MPOCTOro,
a ¢enukca. KpoBHoro Bpara pacsel u... congara Kcepkca. Yept! D10 oco3Hanue BCTpsixHyso Bai,
Kak yrmap TokoMm. Yem nanbine, Tem xyxe! Eil Hy)HO BoiOpaThes oTciona HememienHo! Ecim ciona
3arIsTHET OYepeHON UcKaTeb (PypHUICKOM JIACKHM, TO HATKHETCS Ha TaKoe. . .

Oo6opBaB cedst Ha 3TOI MBICTH, Bast mmxopagodHo odmapuia Tejao MepTBoro (peHuKca 1 4y Th
HE pacIllakaiach CHOBA, HO yke oT oOnerdeHus. Ha mosice mrtaHoB, 4To ceiiuac OONTaIMCh BOKPYT
KOJIH TpyIIa, JIeByIIKa OOHApYKUJIa HEOOJBIINE... CO CBOE MpPEeAIlIeube, HOXKHBI. W KMHKam ObLT
BHYTpu! Oco3HaHUe OIM3KOI CBOOOIBI COTPSICIIO HOBOK BOJTHOM IPOKU MCTEP3aHHOE TeJlo. ApeHa-
JIVH, 4TO B 0010 TIOJCTETUBAJ €€, Ceiiuac OTCTYIUII, BO3BpAIas YyJI0BUIIHYIO OOJIb U HEMPEOAOTUMYIO
crmabocts. Ho cTucHyB 1o ckpeskera 3yObl, Basl He mo3Bomnmia cebe BHOBb pa3MsKHYTh. COBEpIIMB
CBOE IepBOe YOUICTBO, OHA BCTYIMJIA B BOMHY 9TOW HOUBIO. V1 3TO 3HAYMT, YTO MOpa B3pOCHETh.

[NoaTsaHyB MakcMMaJIbHO OJTU3KO K ceOe Horu, Bast ¢ HeObIBaIbIM JI71s1 ceOst TPYIOM IPOTAIIUIIA
CBsI3aHHBIE 000/IpaHHbIe, eJ1e Cymaipecs: pyku Brepea. Cre3sl CHOBa OpbI3HYJIH U3 TJ1a3 IOMUMO
ee BOJIM, KOTI/1a OHA y3pesia 00arpeHHbIe Yy:KOi KPOBbIO 00OJpaHHBIE PYKH, CO CJIOMAHHBIMHU HOTTSIMU
Y UCTEPTOM YyTh JIM HE 0 Msica Koxei 3amsictiii. OHaKo OHa MmoxkaseeT ceOsi TOTOM, KOTjia OCTaBUT
jarepb (DEHUKCOB JIAJIEKO 3a CITMHOM.

Hox ¢ mpoTsKHBIM 3BOHOM BBUIETE U3 KOXKAHBIX HOXKEH, CXKAThId I0HOW JEBUYbEN PYKOM.
3axaB ero Mexay KoJjieH, Ban 1octatouHo ObICTPO paclviiviia CBOM MyThl HA PyKax, HEMHOT'O Mopa-
HUB 1 0€3 TOro KpoBoTovarlyio 1ioth. Emme OpicTpee oHa crpaBuiach ¢ Horamu. M oka3aBIIHCh,
HaKOHell, CBOOOJHOM, M3PSAHO MaTepsich cede 1Mo HOC, IPUBESIa CBOIO OJIEK/Y B MOPSIOK, CTApasiCh
HE CMOTpETh Ha HauaBIllee YepHETh TesIo (peHUKCa.

Bparu ee pacel iMenu CBOMCTBO BO3POXAAThCS Tociie cBoeit cMepTu. Ho TosbKo ecnu Herno-
MIPaBUMBbIN YPOH He ObLT HAHECEH PyKaMH CBOel KpoBHOM JIMHUU. U Tenepb 3TOT (peHUKC He BepHeTCs
K )KM3HH yKe HUKOT/Ia, TIaBIIMI OT pyK (bypUIACKOM MPUHIIECCHI, YTO ObLIa B OUeHb JaJIbHEM, HO POJI-
CTBE C HMM 10 OTI1y. 3aTKHYB MPUOOPETEHHBIN B UECTHOM CXBAaTKe HOXK ce0e 3a MOosIC, eByIKa Oosee
TIIATEJILHO OOBICKAJIa CBOETO HACHITBHUKA, TI0 COBMECTUTEIICTBY OXpaHHHUKA. He misiis Ha ero cxaB-
11eecsi IOCTOMHCTBO, Bas oOparnia BHIMaHKUe Ha CTPaHHOU (hOPMBI KYJIOH Ha €ro pa3BOPOYEHHOM
mee. OT 3TOM crniMpasieBUAHON Oe3[eyIIKA UCXOIUI CHIIBHBI Marnueckuid (hoH, BUOpaIu KOTO-
POro ocesiaii HEMPUATHBIM OCA/IKOM B caMUX KocTsix Banentunsl. He 3agymbiBasich Ha/i Ipupooit
ero Ha3HaueHWs, OHA TPHUCBOWIA cede U ero, Kak 0oeBoil Tpogei. CkaB ero B KyJake, JAEBYIIKa
POOKO BBHIIISIHYJIA B TIPOpe3b BXOAHOTO KianaHa. Kocrep Bce ere ropen. EcrectBeHHo, rae yx emy
MOTYXHYTh, B Ay-T0? HO MsICO yKe He kapuioch M CONJAT He OKa3aJIoch MOOIM30CTH. DTO 00bsIC-
HsIET, I0YEeMy Ha HeJJaBHee CpakeHHe B KpaiiHel MaJIeHbKOH MajiaTKe, KOTOpOoe BPsijL JIM Ha30Bellb
0e3MOJIBHBIM, HUKTO He cOeskascs. OCTOPOKHO BHIOPABIIUCH HAPYKY, Ban mpokpasack K coceqHUM
[maTpaM |, MPHUCITYIIABIINCH, Pa3Muiia MepHbIi Xpar. Heyxem (hbeHUKCHI CTOb CaMOHA/IEsTHHBI,
YTO CHAT KPENKUM CHOM MJIaJICHIIa Ha BPaKECKOW TeppuTopun?’...

— Crosrs!

Peskuii okpuK 3actaBuil Ban moAnphirHyTh Ha MecTe U pe3Ko 00epHyThcs. BoT rynas-to!
A Tpo I030pHBIX OHA He TMOayMasia, KOTOphle ceiiuac rpo3HO B3WMpaid Ha Hee, HALNUB B IPyIb
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OrHEHHBbIe apOaseThl. Bu opykusi, HalpaBJIeHHOTO HAa Hee, CHOBA BCKOJIBIXHYJT IMKOCTDb B €€ KPOBH.
Ho nogymath 0 GosbliieM OHa He CMOIJIA, TaK Kak aMyJieT ¢ Ien peHrKca, 4To Baj Kpenko cxumarna
B JIQJIOHU, OMBLJICSI €€ OTHEHHOW KPOBBIO C UCTEPTHIX 3aIICTUN U BAPYT BocIIameHuicsi. Bee uto
yBUzena fajblie ¢ypus, 3TO JeTAIIMe K Hell CMEPTOHOCHBIE CTPEJTBI, TIPEX/Ie YeM C XJIOMKOM Ucye3-
HYTb U3 3TOI'O MHUpA.

26



10. YenyxoBa. «/3 Mpaka HOUM Aa B MEKJIO Aza»

9

Kcepkc pasmuHysncst co cBoeil HeBeCcTO MUHYT Ha JBajauarth. [IpeObiBast B KpaiiHe pasipa-
’KEHHOM COCTOSTHUH, (DEHUKC BEPHYJICS B CBOM JIarepb, YTOObI HATKHYTHCSI HA HEBOOOPA3MUMBIH Iepe-
nosox. CyeTa conjar ero Majio ceifuac BOJHOBaJIa. BblIM MpUUYMHBI OBAXXHEW ero KpaitHeil 03abo-
yeHHoCcTU. BanentuHna cOexana. Ero manenbkas ¢ypusi, ero BoeHHbli Tpogeit! OHa ocmenmiach
OCJIyIIaThCS €ro NMpHKa3a U YJAU3HYTh HE3aMEeUEeHHOH 13 3aMKa!

OKyHYBIIMChH B CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHOE TrOCTeNpUUMCTBO ypuii, Kcepke Gornee He cuntan cBOIO
KEHUTHOY Ha OJHOW U3 HUX YK TaKMM aOcyproM. Beuep NpuATHO ero yauBuIl, BCJIACTh HATEIIUB €0
HAKJIOHHOCTH K JOMMHHPOBaHUI0. PypHy MO3BOJISIIN KECTKO OpaTh UX MPSIMO Ha TMOJTY, UCTIONHSIIN
moOoe ero xenanue 6e3 TUIHUX coB. OHU COMPOTHUBIISIIUCH, KOTa OH 3TOTO XOTel, ObUTH MOKJIa-
JUCTBl B HY)KHbIE MOMEHTHI. V1 BKOHEIl HaCHITUBILKCH CIIAIOCTPACTHEM, (DEHUKC U3bSBUI KeJlaHue
HABECTHUTh CBOIO HEBECTY Tepe/i BO3BPALIEHUEM B JIarepb, YTO Pa3OMJIM €ro COJIaThl OYTH Ha Tpa-
HUILIE UX 3eMellb.

Ho Bce pamymme yneryumnoch Bpa3, KOra OH OOHApYXWII TOCTeNb BajleHTHMHBI ITyCTOH
u xosnogHo. OHa He BO3BpaIaiach B CBOIO KOMHary ¢ 6ana. Tak rie e ona Obuta? [Ibinas Heromno-
BaHMeM, Kcepke BepHYJICS B JIOHO OPriu, 4YTOObl OTOPBAaTh CBOMX CaMLIOB OT OOHA)KEHHOIN KOPOJIEBBI.

—I'ne ona?! — B3peen Kcepkc, rojoc KoToporo TyT ke pa3Heccs 10 BCEl OrpOMHOM Meniepe,
YTO 3BAJIACh TPOHHBIM 3aJIOM.

— I'ne kto? — IlbiTasick MPOSACHUTH pa3yM OT OE3yMHBIX JIACK, BOIIpocuia AOGaOHHa.

— I'me Bama 1ous? Bama npaseqnas Banentuna? Ee koMHara mycTa, U s HE 4ylo €€ IIpUCYT-
cTBUsA BO Bcel Kpenoctu! — Bymean Kcepke, pacnuxuBas npous (pypuil, YTO MOMAJAINUCh HA €r0
IYTH N0 MPOJIBUKEHUIO K TPOHY.

— Yro 3Hauwur, ee HeT? — HenoOpo coliypuiack KoposieBa, NOJHUMAsCh BO BECh POCT U HE CTec-
HsASICh CBOEM Harothl. Bee cnajocTpacTtrie cieresio ¢ Hee, Kak MOPOK, OOHAXXUB SIPOCTh BOMHA, 3aKa-
JIEHHOTO B Thicsiuax OMTB. — Kyna bl gen Moo 104b, heHuke? M nogymaid, npexnie, 4eM Jath OTBET.
Eciu 310 0aMH U3 TBOMX (POKYCOB, TO Thl HE BBIIEIIb U3 ITOM 3aJIbl KUBHIM !

JIBepu ¢ J3roM 3axJIONHYJIMCh 3a ero cnuHoi. Y Keepke, 06epHyBIIKCD, y3pes MOATBEpKIe-
HIEe HanOoJiee YacThiM ciyxaM. «Pypur MOTIH psIMO U3 0OBATUH JTIOOOBHUKA PUHYTHCSI YOMBATh».
Bce anckue nouepn, OpocuB yOnmakeHHe TOCTEH, ceifuac B3Mpaad Ha HEOOMbIIYIO Tpynmy (heHUK-
coB BO maBe ¢ KcepkcoMm yOMICTBEHHBIMH B3opaMu. Bce, Kak OHa, OTpacTWJIM JJMHHbIE KOT'TU
Y BBITYCTWJIM 3MEMHBIE KJIBIKH. VIX 0OHaKeHHBIE Tesa ObUTH HAalpsUKEHBI, KaK TeTUBA JTyKa, U AN
JIMIIb OTMAILIKK CBOEH KOPOJIEBBI, KOTOPasi TEM BPEMEHEM CITyCTUJIACh C BO3BBILLIECHUS U OCTAHOBU-
J1Iach TIOYTH BIUIOTHYIO K Oy/yIieMy 3sTIO.

—Hy uto, Kcepkc? — ITpopbiyana AGailoHHa, CKBO3b AJIMHHbBIE KJIBIKU. [IpoBes 4y JOBUIITHBIMU
KOI'TSIMH TI0 €ro OOHaKEHHOM I'Py/M, OHA CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY HAOOK, OXKU/IAsl €T0 OTBETA.

— 41 He pUYaCTeH K ee MCUYe3HOBEHUI0. BuanuMo, Thl IJI0X0 3Haelb CBOIO I0OUYPKY, pa3 yIy-
CTHJIA U3-TI0J] CBOETO Kpblia. — Pa3apaxeHHO Orpbi3Hysics (PeHUKC, HEXOTsl IPU3HaBask CBOE MOpaxe-
Hre. OH ObUT B YHCJIEHHOM MEHBIIMHCTBE CO CBOMMH OXMEJIEBIIMMU COJIJaTaMH, Koraa Kak (ypun
ObLIM Ha YIMBJIEHUE TPE3Bbl U CTPAHHO MPOBOPHBL. YK, HE B JIOBYIIKY JIM OH Yroaui?

— Hagetocs, Tel roBopuILb IIpaBy, ¥ BajieHTrHa ele sxuBa. — BoimoHyma AGaioHHa, TPOH3as
€ro YepHOTOI CBOMX OE3JJOHHBIX IJ1a3.

— 4 Haiiny cBolo HeBecTy caM U npuBedy K Tede! — PrikHyn B cBoto ovepens Kcepkce, Hakiio-
HUBIIKCH 4yTh Briepe. — Ho 3to noporo tebe oboiinercs, kKoponesa Cyk!

— Hamm Topru 3akOHYMIMCh Ha TBOEW MOIIMMCH MUPHOIO IMaKTa, 4yTh paHee, MOMHUIb? —
Ockamunack ¢ypusi, moOyx)aast ero MpoaoKUTh criop, Ho Kcepke He 10CTaBuII €if TAKOTrO YI0BOJIb-
ctBusl. [IopbIBUCTO OTBEPHYBUIMCH, OH MOJAJ 3HAK CBOMM COJlJaTaM M MOKUHYJI 321 U (DypHICKYIO
LIUTa/IeJIb, KJISAHS Ha 4YeM AJl CTOST CBOIO POJIb B STOM YEPTOBOM MUPCKOM COIJIALIEHUH.
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W ceituac Mapiumpys HIMPOKMMM 1IaraMy K CBOEMY YEpHOMY ILIATpy B Jlarepe Cpeiy CBOMX Ipe-
JaHHBIX Jilozier, Kcepke BAPYT B HeJOyMeHUH 3aMep Ha MecTe. BTsSHyB HOCOM BO3yX BOKPYT ceOsi, OH
HE MOT IOBEPUTh CBOMM OILYILIEHUAM. BajieHTHa 31ech? Yk He 4yuTcs JIM eMy ee TOHKHUIA apoMar,
OT KOTOPOT'0 Y Hero 3aTMeBajio pa3ym Ha Oamy? Kak uieiika, Kcepke qBUHYIICS 1O cliey, KOTOPBI
MIPUBEJI €T0 K KpaliHel MaJIeHbKOM MasiaTke. 3/1ech ee 3arax He MPOocTo ObLT MUMOJIETHBIM, OH CIIMOAT
HaroBaJ1. Ho HEMMOBTOPUMBII apoMar ero HeBeCThI ObLT C KAKOW-TO Mep3KOH npumechio. CMpaj] KpoBU
¥ CMEpTH Harpoyvb NopT ero. He 3Has, yero oxuaath, Kcepke pe3ko marHys Brepea u oTOpOCHII
YepHBIN TEHT Mpoub. He oOparias Ha mopa3uTebHyI0 TUILIHHY, YTO BOIIAPUIIACH B 3TOT MOMEHT 32 €ro
crimHoi, Kcepke 0OHapyXuia MEpTBOTO CONJATa, HAKPHITOTO C TOJIOBOM MPOCTBIHEW, KAK CAaBAaHOM.
Hauagiiiee pasnaratbcest Tes10 ObUIO TYCTO MPOITUTAHO APOMATOM BasleHTHHBI, TOSTOMY He BO3HUKAJIO
HU MaJICHIINX COMHEHHMH, YTO UIMEHHO OHa yKOKoImia yomonka. Ero manenskas (ypust crynmia
Ha TpOIly BOWHBI ¢ HUM, Kcepkcom, cOexaB HakaHyHe CBaJbObl U YITPOOUB OIHOTO W3 €ro JIIOAIEH.
deHuKe 3710paHO YXMBUTBHYJICS U OOEpHYJICA K CBOMM COJJATaM, YTO BCE KaK OJMH CTOJIMJIUCDH
3a €ro CIMHOM, 0kKJasl BEpAUKTa CBOET0 KOMaHupa.

— Hy um kak Tak BbIIUIO, MO JOOJIECTHbIE BOMHBI, YTO MOSI HapeueHHasl MoObBaJla 3[eCh
B TOCTSIX U OCTaBWJIa Ccell cMepasiuid nogapok? — 3ioBerie tuxo Borpocui Kcepke, 3arisabiBas
B IJ1a3a KaxJ10My (DeHUKCY.

Besmonsue, kazanock, JIMI0Ch BEYHOCTb, OANPABIEHHOE ITPU3HAHUEM BUHBI, HO BOT BIEpe[l
Bhien [epek, mpaBas pyka Kcepkca.

— Ona Ha3Basach MpuOIMKEeHHOW KoposieBbl. [lomasa B HaIll jlareph CIy4aiHo. .. CBAIMBIIUCH
c 0OpbiBa. MBI CBSI3A/IM €€ ¥ IOMECTUJIM B Ty MaJaTKy, 10 TBOEro Bo3BpaieHus. — Cyxo oTo3Bajcs
3aMecTUTeb KOMaH1pa, He Muras, M B anble rmasza Kcepkca.

— Yro %k... — Hayan Kcepkc, cnenas mar Haza, U COpBajl ¢ TpyIa MPOCTHIHIO, POMUTAHHYIO
KpoBbi0. JIMIIb B3I/ HA 3Ty HEMPUIIISTHYI0 KQpTUHY XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI MOJACTETHYTh M O€3 TOro
00ypeBaBIIYIO €r0 SIPOCTb. — A KaK Thl OOBSICHHIIb TOT (DAKT, YTO MOH COJIAAT JIEKHUT cerdac ¢ pa3o-
PBaHHBIM TOPJIOM Yy MOMX HOT C BSIJIBIM YIEHOM HaroJyio?

— A nocraBun ®Pakapa oXpaHsTh (PypUIO 10 TBOETO MPUXOAA. — YKE HE TaK YBEPEHHO OTBETHII
Jlepek, MOKOCHUBIIUCH Ha YOUTOTO.

— Jla, ¥ OH pemmni CKOpoTaTh BpeMsl Ha MOCTY B MPUSATHOM >KeHCKOW KoMmaHuu? I1noxo Tel
MYIUTPYellb MOUX COJIAAT, Pa3 OHU HE MOHUMAIOT MpocTeniero npukasa! — Bpesen Kcepke, BbixBa-
THB OPOH30BBII MeU U3 3aIUICUYHBIX HOXEH, YTO OBbUT OMAaceH /s KuTeaed Azla, ¥ BOH3WI B KHBOT
CBOEMY 3aMECTUTEIO.

He ynosnerBopuBimcs 6ose3neHHbIM xpurioM Jlepeka, Kcepke nepHyin nie3Bre BBEpX, BBIIO-
TpommB (eHrKca 10 camoro ropaa. Korga mimaMst oxBaTuiio conaata, oOpaias B Ternes jajis nepe-
poxaeHusi, Kcepkc nepermaraysn yepe3 co3JaHHbIA UM ke Mycop, OOpaTUB MbLUIABIIAN THEBOM B30D
Ha OCTaJIbHBIX.

— Munaamas gous AGaIoHHBI, IpUHIIecca BasieHTHHA, MOst HeBecTa Oblia Cpe/iv Bac, BHIPOJKOB.
A BBl He cMOIIIHM ee yaepkaTh! — BepTs B pykax OKpOBaBJIEHHbIN KJIMHOK, YTO HE MOT YOUTb (peHUKCA,
HO OBUI B CHJTaX IPUYMHUTSH aJICKue MykH, Kcepke xoani B3aj v Briepe] riepe]] HEpOBHBIM CTPOEM. —
dypuu Bceraa BepTeId HAIUM POAOM, KaK XOTEJH, M camasl YKCTasi U3 HUX CMOIJIa 0OBECTH Bac
BOKPYT MaJIBLIA. ..

— Cup, oHa copsaina ¢ meu Pakapa amyseT nepexona. .. — POOKo mogas rojoc ofuH U3 cosjar,
YTO CKHMMAJ B pyke apoOarer.

Kcepkc pe3ko oOepHyIicsi 1 METHYI B HarJlela, 4To CMeJl ero mpepBarh, CBOM KJIMHOK. Jle3ue
BOH3WJIOCH B IpyAb (DEHUKCaA IO camMylo pyKosTh. Ellie ofHa xkepTBa poCTU KOMaHIMpa pacchlaiach
npaxom, Ho Kcepke Bce ke yapiOHyscs. Y OT yabplOKY 3TOM MOPO3 TOIIENT MO KOXEe BEYHO TOpsInX
(penukcos.

— 3HauuT, MaJIblKa BajieHTrHa oTrpaBwiIach B MyTelecTBre Ha 3emimo. YTo K, mourpaem
B MPATKH, oporasi. U korna st teds Haiiny. .. — Kcepke He JOroBopui 1 pa3pasuics: AMKUM IPOMKUM
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cmexoM. [lompapnsiss BO30ykIeHUE B IITAHAX, OH HAIPABUJICSA K CBOEMY IIATPy HECIIEITHOM MOXOA-
koii. [IpuHniecca mouTH B €ro pykax.
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10

BanenTuHy oxBaTmia cTpaHHasi CHJa, CKpyumBas, nomuuHss cebe. [losBuioch olyiieHue
3aTArMBaHUE B OIPOMHYI0 BOpoHKY. Ho ucryratbesl JeByliKka He ycrena, IIOTOMY YTO €€ CJIOBHO
NIPOOKY, BHIUTIOHYJIO B MHYIO PEJIbHOCTh M UY>KOM /17151 Hee MUP. BoJIbHO yaapuBILCh O KaMeHb T0J1a,
Baut ciaBieHHO NMUCKHYJIA, BBIITYCKAs U3 PYKU OCTBIBILIMI amyJieT (heHUKca.

Iepen rnazamu IUIBUIM YepHbIE KJISIKCBHI, B HOC YAApUJI 3allaX CHIPOCTHU U €I1le YEero-To oMep-
3UTEJIBHOTO, OTYEero W 0e3 TOro B3OYHTOBABILIMICS JKENYJOK 3aiiesicss B OOJIE3HEHHBIX Crla3max.
Basi cynopoxHO BlENWJIach B XOJNOAHBIN MMOJ CKPIOYEHHBIMU MajbliaMH, MOKA €€ BBIBOPAUYMBAIIO
Hau3HaHKy. HakoHer, cyxue cra3Mel COOOIIMIIN O MYCTOTe ee KUBOTA, M (pypHst OCTapasach OT/IbI-
I1aThCSl Yepe3 poOT, TOJBKO Obl HE YyATh CHOBA 3TOT cMpai. YacTto Mopras OT 3acTpsIBLIMX B PECHU-
nax cies, Ban nmogHsack Ha cnabble qpoxkaie HOoru. Ee okpyxkaiu cepble pOBHBIE CTEHBI, HO TO
ObUT He KaMeHb cKaJl. Ee BRIOpOCHIIO B moabe3 MHOroaTaxkHoro noma. Eme nmosesno, 4o B nepe-
ropojike He 3acTpsijia. ENMHCTBEHHOE OKHO pacnosiarajoch 1oj NOTOJKOM, HO JIEBYILIKA BCE PaBHO
He cMoria Obl XOTh YTO-TO Yepe3 Hero paccMoTpeTh. BMecTo crekia B pame KpacoBaJiCsl KYCOK
(banepsl. JlecTHUYHBIE TPOJIETHI C MIATKUMU MEPUIaMK PacCXOAUIMCh BBEPX M BHU3, U Ban He ocra-
BaJIOCh HUYETO JPYroro, Kak CIyCTUTbCS U YBUIETh, Ky/la €€ 3aHeClIO.

[MogusiB ¢ 6eToHa BOMIIIEOHYIO OE3/IEIyIIKY, KOTOpas ellle MOIJIa el MpUroguThest, Ba moro-
najga 1o mepoaTbiM CTyrHeHsM BHU3. Hacumrap yeThlpe 3Taka, OHa HATKHYJAaCh Ha MPHOTKPHITYIO
*eJIe3HYI0 IBepb M pOOKO BHIIJISIHY/Ia HapyKy. Ha ynuiie 6pU10 TEMHO 1 XOJIOAHO, 10 MEpKaM aJCKON
JKUTETbHULIBL. MasleHbKUI 3aXJIaMJIEHHbIN JBOPUK OCBEIA OUH-€IMHCTBEHHbIN TYCKJIO MUATABILIUI
¢onapp. Oka3zaBIIMCh BIIEPBBIE B 4y:KOM MHpe, Bas Bce ke He Obla cTob ommapariena. [IpoBons aHu
HANpoJeT B YTEHHH UCTOPUYECKUX (POIMAHTOB C HAOMIOACHHUSAMHU O APYTHX MUPaX C UX KUTEISIMHU
Y KYJbTYPO, KOTOPBIX OBbLJIO B U30BITKE Y BOMHCTBEHHBIX (DypUil C 3aMalllkaMy TIOKOPEHUS BCEJIEH-
HOM, JIeBYILIKa MOIJIa y3HaTh MHOTME OCOOEHHOCTHU TOTO MJIM MHOro u3mepenus. U cyns no npeotina-
IaHMI0 OETOHA M KMBHUTEIbHOW MPOXJIa/bl, a TAKXKE OUEBUIHON IESITEILHOCTH YeJIOBEeKa, YTO BHIPa-
*kasach B 00MIMu Mycopa, Ban oropocuiia anbguiickue jieca, ropsl TPOJUIEH 1 IPOYre KOCMUYECKHEe
KOJIOHMH B TIOJIb3y 3eMJIM. DTO Oblla M3MOONIeHHAst 3a0erajioBKa BCeX AEMOHOB U MPOYMX JKUTENIeH
Ana. Crona orHeHHOMY JIIOZLy OBLJIO JIerde BCEero MonacTh, Beb YeOBEUYECKUIl MUP He ObLT 3allUIIeH
OT Maru4ecKux MepexoyoB.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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