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IIpoJor

Kro ckazan, yro B Any Henb3s xuth? Wm yto cue 3nmau-
HOE MECTO OOXHMTaIoIed TeMIepaTypsl CIUIOIIb W PSIOM 3ace-
JIeHO JIeMOHamH 1 OecaMu BceX (pOpM M BUIOB U3 CpeiHecTa-
TrcTHYecKoro kommapa? HoHceHe, rocniona. Becemu n3BecTHbIi
AJl He YTO MHOE, KaK MapaulesIbHblii MUp 3emile, ¢ KUBYIIUMU
Ha Hell CMEPTHBIMH YeJIoBeYeCKUMH oco0siMu. U Kak B modom
Mupe, B Ally €CTb IropoJia 1 JaXe UMIIEPAN CO CBOEU MepapXh-
eil 1 BnacThio. Ml HacessIoT UX BIIOJHE CUMIIATUYHbIE BU/IbI, YTO
CTOSAT BBIIIE CTYIIEHBIO MTOCJIE MOHCTPONOAOOHBIX YepTeil U Mpo-
Yeld 3JI0CTHOM MAKOCTU. DTUX CTPAILMIIOK Mbl HE BCTPETUM, TaKk
KaK MCTOpHS MOWAET UMEHHO O TeX 0COOSIX, UTO HaXOASITCS TaK
CKazaTh MO JPYryl0 CTOPOHY BOJIIOLUM OT POraThiX U MEperoH-
4aToKpbLIbIX. O TeX, KTO Oirke 1Mo 00pasy v MOA0OUIO K JIIOASIM.
Ho He Tak paneko ot nmpapoauTenei 37a. . .

Ha-na. Tak yx BbIILIO, 4TO cTapuHa Jlommdep B cBoei Oec-
KOHEYHO JUIMHHOH U He JIMILEHHOW NPUKJIIOYEHUH KU3HU Japo-
BaJI HAYaJI0O MHOTMM HOBBIM OTHEHHBIM pacaMm. JeTHIIKH Moiy-
YUJIMCh YTO HAZ0. 3JI0CTHBIE, KOPBICTHBIE M YEPECUYP CaMOCTO-
sITeNIbHbIE IO/l CTaTh nanouyke. Tak U 0Opa3oBalucCh CO BpeMe-
HEeM JiBa OOLIMPHBIX U IIMPOKO U3BECTHBIX B JIIOJCKUX MH(axX
KJ1aHa — pypuii ¥ peHrKcoB. [ToHavary Bee 1IUI0 3aMevaTesbHo,
HY IO a/ICKUM MEpKaM ecTeCTBEHHO. KWy, He TyXWIH, Mpo-
LBETAIM JJaXXe, U3PEe/IKa THPAHS YEJIOBEYECTBO B COCETHEM MMU-



pe. Ho co BpemeHeM, koraa moau 003aBench MPOYHON 1MBU-
JM3alreil U TEXHOJOTUSMU, TEPPOPU3UPOBATh UX CTAJIO CKYYHO.
[ToToMy 4TO MHOTMM M3 HUX 3TO HPaBUJIOCh, M1 OHU B CBOIO OYe-
pelb MBITAIMCh OTJIOBUTh UYIHBIX CO3JaHUM M NPENapUpoOBaTh
uXx Kak Jjarymek. Hy ux, ¢ Takumu onbitamu. Yik jtydiue nepe-
HATH y OAlIKOBUTBHIX CMEPTHBIX Tapy WUAEH 1O MOBOLY JEKTPO-
HUKU U OPYXKHUSL.

Ho ropsuasd KpoBb HE [aeT MOKOSA aJACKUM KUTEJISIM.
W He ponaro gymas, MONO3NIMA MHTPUIM M HAlaJKU Ha MECT-
HBIX OObIBaTesiell. Masio-nomasty HeOOMbIIME CBAPHI 3aTSHYJIHCH
B OoJlee OKeCTOUYCHHBIe CXBATKHU, a 3aTeM Mepepociu B MHO-
TOJIETHIOW Bpaxiy. M KTO mepBbIM Hayaja YK€ U HE BCIIOM-
HUTh. Ho urtor Bcemy ofuH. PeHUKCHI ¥ (DypuH CITyCTS CTOJIETHSA
U3 ONMM3KKUX POACTBEHHUKOB MPEBPATHIINCH B JIIOTHIX KPOBHBIX
BpAaroB.

Tak Kk yemy BezieTcs NoBeCTBOBaHUE? A K TOMY, UTO B KOHILIE
KOHIIOB, ITPABUTENISIM OOOMX KJIAHOB B KOU TO BEKU HA/I0€JI0 BO-
eBath. M pemmim oHM BEepHYThCSI K UCTOKAM U OOBEAUHUTHCS.
XOTs elle HEU3BECTHO, K YeMy NpUBENeT MogooHas OpenoBast
unes. Benp npeacraButesnm oOoux pac, BCe A0 €AUHOro, Moro-
JIOBHO HEHaBUJAT JIpyr apyra. I Ha MHEHUE UX BEPXOBHBIX IIU-
IIEK UM OTKPOBEHHO HAIUIEBATh TJIe-TO B TIIyOWHAX WX YEPHBIX
ayul. Ho npukasbl HauyaabCTBa ellle HUKTO He OTMeHs1. M ux xo-
Yellb He XOouelllb, a OyAellb BHIIONHATH. [lake ecau 3TOT ykas
KOPOJIEBCKOW JIJTAaHU W BEJIUT BCTYMUTh B Opak Mutamaiiei ¢y-
PUICKOU MTPUHIIECCE C NIABHOKOMAHYIOIIAM apPMHUHU (DEHUKCOB.



J1aGbI TeM caMbIM TIOATBEPIUTh MUPHBIH JOrOBOP Ha OJ1aro 00o-
WX HAapOJIOB.

Ho HUKTO He cripaimmBal MeHs1, X04y JIv s TOIOOHOM BEJTUKON
y4acTH, BO3JIOKEHHOM Ha MOM MOJIOfIbIe Tieun. A s1 COOCTBEH-
HO HMKTO MHasl KaK Ta camasi muiaamas pypuiickas npuHIiecca
Banenrtrna, obemannas xectokomy conpapony Keepkey, Oymnb
OH HesazeH. U 4to mpukaxere MHe JiesiaTh, €Clii 1 U B CaMOM
KOIIIMapHOM U3 CHOB Y MOMBICIIUTH He Moruia o nogooHom? [pa-
BWJIBHO, Oexarh. UTO 1 COOCTBEHHO U ClIelaa.

U BOT Temneps, MpoaupasiCh Yepes roibie KOMoUe HEBBICOKHE
OTPOCTKH, YTO 3BaJIMCh Obl Ha 3eMJie JIepeBbsIMU, s TO U JIEIIO,
Jpo’ka Kak 3asll, OIVIsiIbIBAIOCh Ha3aJ M 3aMUpalo, BCIYIIUBA-
SICb B 3aBBIBAHMSI 3HOMHOTO BETpa B OarpoBOM HOYM B OKHJIA-
HUM TTOTOHHM, KJISTHSI Ha YeM AJ] CTOUT CBOIO MaTh W YePTHIXAsICh
TI0J1 HOC TIOCJIe KaXkaoro najieHnsi. He umest H1 MaJtefiiero rnoHsi-
THS, KaK U 1j1e Oyy KUTb TeNepb, 1 C KaKAbIM I11aroM BCe Aajib-
11 U JJAJIbIle TOKU/IAIA CBOW MPUBBIYHBIA MUP, UTO U OBUI CY-
POBBIM M HEMPUTJISIIHBIM Ha TIepBbIA B3rIsAA. OKyHasICh B HEU3-
BECTHOCTh C TOJIOBOM, 51 TIOKJIsIach ceOe ellle Ha ajibIX MecKax
AJ1a, 4TO HU 32 YTO HE BEPHYCh, MOKA 3Ta JbSIBOILCKAS TTOMOJIB-
Ka He KaHeT B HeObITun. OHAKO, KaK 3HATh, Ky/la 3aHeCeT Me-
Hs IOMOOHKIN BeTep niepemMen? M 4to rpo3ut mMoeit mKype, e
MEHS BCe e OTJIOBST, Kak 3a0JTy/IInyio oBily? Bpems mokaxer. ..
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— Yeptu Anossl! Het! T Bce ke noOpascs 10 HUX. .. — Pas-
JaJicsl BO3MYIIIEHHBI KEHCKUI BOIUIb B aJIbIX BCIIOJOXaX pac-
CBeTa.

VTpo TOJNBKO BCTYIIAJIO B CBOM MpaBa Ha 3THX 3eMJISIX, HO TEM-
niepatypa yxe OblUla OOXHUTaIoIIe aJCKOi. XOTs MOIoOHBIE Ka-
NpY3bl ObLTA TIPUCYIIU TIPUpOJie STUX Tepputopuid. Korma kro-
TO TIOOJIM30CTH TOBOPIJI TIPO AJI, TO UMeJ BBULy UMEHHO 3TO
MECTO, a He BBIMBIIJICHHBI 00pa3. A/l CYIIECTBOBA U 3]IpaB-
ctBoBaJl. Bech, OT ajyioro GarpsHIia BHICOKOro HeOa 1 ero ipKoro
CBETHWJIA JI0 PKABO-TEPPAKOTOBOI'O MECKA, PACKATIEHHOTO CJIOBHO
CKOBOPOJIKA, OT YaXJIbIX YEPHBIX KYCTOB TEPHOBHUKA JIO CMEPIIsi-
IIUX €KUM JIBIMOM CMOJISTHBIX PEK.

Haxopsich mapanienisHO 3emiie JTofel, pacKaJeHHbIe YepTo-
T 3TOrO MUpa OOOCHOBAJIA OTHEHHBIE Pachl, 3HAMEHHUTBIE CBO-
UM CKBEPHBIM BCIIBLTBYMBBIM HPABOM M KECTOKUMU IPUBBIYKA-
Mu. Bce OHM MOrOJIOBHO MMENHM CITIOCOOHOCTh K pa3pyIIeHUIO.
JInib eTuHUIBI MOTJIM CO3UAATh U TBOPUTH, KAK CMEPTHBIE JTIO-
1A, ¥ 3TUX YHUKYMOB CTOPOHUJIUCH OYATO MPOKAXKEHHBIX.

Bynyun mmagmen pouepsto IloBemmrensHULBI Beex (hypun
AbGayionHsl, BaneHtnHa moouna pucoBaTh. OHa MoOIJla yacamu
CHJIETh Ha 3a/IHEM JIBOPE MX IUTAJEIA U CMOTPETh Ha OarpoBbIii
ren3ax, 4ro ObLI N30 JHA B J€Hh HEM3MEHHBIM [T JII0OOro 0OBI-
Baresiss. Ho Ban 6puta mpyroro muenus. IlepeHnocst ceon HaOmo-



JIeHUsI Ha TPyObIe XOJICTBI, OHA MOTJIa TBOPUTD BOJIIIEOCTBO, Tpe-
00pa30BBIBasI CBOW POJHOW MHUP BO UTO-TO HEBOOOPA3UMO Ipe-
KPACHOE B CBOEW MPAYyHOU CypOBOM peabHOCTH. 32 3TO MacTep-
CTBO OHa CTaJa mapuei 11 Bceil cBoelt cembu. Ee uypanuch ca-
Mble OJTM3KHE W CMESIIHCh TTOIaHHbIe MaTepr. A cama AOaJIoHHA
CMOTpeJia Ha MJIAJIIIYIO JI04b, KaK Ha peakoro ypoaua. C mpe-
3peHHeM, pa30uapOBaHUEM.

OuepenHoe 10Ka3aTeNIbCTBO KOBAPCTBA CBOEH ceMby Baut ced-
Jyac CKMMajia A0 MOOENeBIIMX KOCTSIIEK B CBOMX JIAJOHSX.
[MonmomaHHbIe KUCTH, UCTONTAHHBIE B MBUTh KPACKH, UTO OBLIO
HEMMOBEPHO CJIOKHO JI0CTaTh B MofoOHOM MecTe. Bee 310 coTBo-
pu ee Myt Opat Criaiik. J1o )KyTu n30aoBaHHBIN TPeICTa-
BUTEJb IAPCKOTO poza. Byabs OH poXkeH B 000 Ipyrou cembe,
Craiik ¢ MaJIbIX JieT ObLT ObI TTpeBpailieH B pada, Cyry Wiv TOro
Xy’Ke, coijara, pa3sMeHHOE MsICO, UTO MOCHUIAJIOCh HA KPOBABYIO
OOIHIO C X BEYHBIMU BparaMu-(peHUKCaMH WA Ha TIOTPaHUYbe,
YCTIOKaMBAaTh pa3OyIIEeBABIINXCSI CBEPX MEPbl JEMOHOB.

TakoB ObUT yzien Bcex (PypuiicKuX MykunH. B ux kiiane mpa-
BWJIN JINIIG KEHIIAHBI. DTUM UX BUI ObLI IIOJ00EH aMa30HKaM
Y BaJIbKUPUSIM, JIUIIb C OIHOW pasHuiiel. Pypun Obuin acKuMu
CTEpBaMU, KECTOKUMH BOWTEJILHUIIAMH U CAMBIMH 3JI00HBIMU
U3 U3BECTHBIX 0COOEH KEHCKOTO 1ojia. YTo B CBOIO 0Uepeh elne
pa3 JOKa3bIBaeT OUEPEIHYI0 HEMOXOXKECTh BaJleHTHBI HA CBOMX
coponuyeid. X0oTs OHa MOrJIa TIOCIIOPUTh 00 9TOM B OINpe/ielieH-
Hble MOMeHTHI. Haripumep, ceriuac sxeiaHue yOrMBaTh ObLIO Kpai-
He CIJIbHBIM. PacTtep3aTh 3y0aMu KOro-To MeJIKoro, He T0 TojiaM



Harjoro rajgeHeimal. ..

— BasilentnHa! — Pe3kuit OKpUK Marepu npepBajl MbICIEHHBIN
CMUCOK OyIyIIMX MBITOK Oparia.

HeBymika oOepHynach uyepe3 IUIeYO, BIUBASCh CEPAUTHIM
B3IJISIZIOM B IIapCTBEHHBIN 001K AGasoHHbl. Koporesa B3upana
Ha Hee C BBICOTHI CBOETO OAJIKOHA, U JIaXe Ha TAKOM PACCTOSTHUN
€€ YepHBIN B3IV ObUT OeCCTPacTHBIM, CJIOBHO OHAa 0OpaTUiach
K ciyre. M oHa *kJasia J0/KHOTO K cebe oOparttieHusi, Xotst Ban
OTYasIHHO eJajia OCIYIIaThCsl U IPOMOIYaTh, HO CTpax mepen
HaKa3aHHeM ObUI CHIIbHEE.

— a, mama? — Kak MOXHO cMHUpeHHee npou3Hecia Ba, non-
HUMAsICh C KOJIEH U Ipsiya 3a CIMHOM OCTAaTKU CBOUX TBOPUYECKMX
WHCTPYMEHTOB.

— [IpuBenu ceOs B HaIeKAIIMI BUJ 1 IBUCh B TPOHHBIN 3aJI.
Ectb pasroBop. — KoposneBa He crana JoXugaTbCcs coriacus J10-
yepu. llapcTBEHHO B3MAaxHYB YEPHBIMU JJIMHHBIMUA BOJIOCAMH,
OHA CKPbUIACH B MOTYMpPAKe [IUTAAEIIH.

Bugumo, ciyuuinoce 4TO-TO M3 pslla BOH BBIXOASINIEE, pas
MaTh OOpaTWiach K HeW JIMYHO, a HE 4Yepe3 CIYr, Kak ObIBajIo
paHblIIe.

C coxaneHueM B3IVISIHYB Ha CBOM UCIIOPYEHHBbIE Belly, Ba-
JIHTHHA coOpajia X C TopsYero necka v He 0e3 rpyctu 3a0po-
CWIa B OAWH U3 ropsiluX (POHTAHOB, UTO SIBJISLIMCH TOPAOCTHIO
matepu. OToHb aIHO MOIVIOTUJI JAPOBAHHYIO EMY MHIILY, Tpella
UCKpaMH OJIarOJapHOCTH.

OTpsIXHYB JJTMHHYIO KOXKaHYI0 100Ky ¢ 6axpomoii, BaieHTrHa



B3IJISIHYJIA HA YXOMSIIYIO BHICOKO B pKaBOe HEOO 1UTAIENh, Yep-
HBII KaMEHb KOTOPOM JIOCHUJICS, OYITO UCTEKas TIOTOM B IOJ00-
HOM ’ape, K KOTOPOW MECTHBIE XKUTEJTN ObLIM MPUBBIYHBL. OKOH-
HbIE [TPOEMBbI, 3aMOIIICHHBIE MTy3bIPYaTHIMU CTEKJIAMU, Ka3aJI0Ch,
COUYMJIMICh KPOBBIO, OTpaskasi N300WIYIOIIUI B 9TOM MHPE Kpac-
HBII cBeT. PopuBIIMCh M MPOKUB IBAAIATH JIET 3/1ech, BageHTH-
Ha He 3HaJja JIPYroro JioMa, paBHO Kak u Oojee AoOporo oopa-
mieHus K cede. He perasich 3acTaBisaTh MaTh kAath ee, Bai mo-
Crienma K KpyToMmy Kpsuiblly. KazaTbest He3amMeTHOM ObLTo Ora-
TOCJIOBEHHEM B TIOJIOOHOM MeCTe, HO eCliv TeOs BCe JKe 3aMeTH-
JIM, TO OCTeperaicsi BbI3BaTh ele OONbINUI IHeB, YeM OOBIYHO —
OJIHO U3 MpaBui Afa.

Ckomnb3s1 TEHBIO 10 JITTMHHBIM KOPUIOPaM C BHICOKUMH CBOJI-
YaThIMHM TIOTOJIKAMHU, Bajn He rmisjena mo CTopoHam, 3Has Ha-
U3YCTh KaKAbIM YTOJIOK pOogHOro joMa. Eiie B qerctBe oHa Mor-
JIa TIPSITAThCS JIydllle BCEX, CTAHOBSICh aOCOMIOTHO HEBUIUMOM,
YTOOBI CTapIIIME CECTPhI He BHIMECTHII Ha Hell OuepeJHON CBOM
BCIUIECK 371006, HaOmonas u3naieka, oHa yumiach 60proe, Ko-
rj1a 00yJasM cTapimx jereid. M korja npuiiia ee oyepe/ib, OHa
cTaja Jydilueid u3 Bcex. MOXKeT JUIIb 10 ITOW MPUYMHE MaTb
Teprena ee? OQHAKO, BCSIKUU pa3 BU/Isl HOBbIE KAPTUHBI, UTO BbI-
XOJVJTU M3-TIO/I KUCTU BasieHTHHBI, Ka3aa0ch, 4To AOaJJOHHA OT-
JaJisieTcst OT Hee Bce janbiie. M kak Obl TO HU ObLIO, KOpOJie-
Ba BeJiesia pa3BelIBaTh TBOPEHUS MJIA/IIEN JOUepy 1Mo BCeMy
3amMKy. Ho He B kauecTBe mpeamMeTa JTo00BaHMs, a B HAa3UIaHKe
OCTAJIbHBIM, YTO HE CTOUT BBIIEIATHCS U3 OOIIEH TOJIBI CTOJb



MOCTBIIHBIM KaY€CTBOM, KaK TBOpUYECKAs KWiKa. B Any Takum
HET MecTa.
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Koe-kak mpuriauB pyKoil HEMOCIYIIHbIE JIOKOHBI, Bas Ibl-
TaJach YHATDb JPOXKb MAJIbIIEB, HECIBIIIHO MOACTYNAs IO MPaMO-
py 1oJ1a K OTPOMHBIM CBOIYATHIM ABEPSIM B TPOHHBIN 3ai1. CTpa-
’Ka 1axke He B3IVISIHYJIa Ha Hee, KOTa JeBYIIKa POOKO CKOJIb3HYJA
BHYTpb. KoMHaTa Obl1a OrpoMHOI#1 1 G0JIbIIIe TOXOAMIIA Ha Mellie-
Py CBOMM MPAuHBIM BHJOM M MOAABISIOIUM BearmureM. Heoo-
TEeCaHHBIA KaMeHb CTeH peJibe(pHO 0OpaMJIsI POCTPAHCTBO, ITe
€XKeTHEBHO MPOBOAWIUCH MPUEMbl U Oasibl, HAUMHASACH KasKAbIi
pa3 OJarornpucTOHO, C LIEPEMOHHUH, TaHLIEB U (pyplleTa, HO 3a-
KaHYMBasICh BCEr/la OAMHAKOBO — OypHOI oprueil. [la, TakoBbl
obun (pypun. CragocTpactve y HUX B YeCTH Jlake OOJIbIIe, YeM
cBUpenasi ’ax/1a KpOBH.

V nanpHell CTeHbl B CHSTHUM YEPHBIX BBICOKHX CBEYEH, UTO
CTOSIIM TIPSIMO Ha TOJTy, PACIofiarajicsi MaCCBHBIN TPOH ee Ma-
TepH, HATOMWHABIIHIA OOJIBIIIE TIO CBOEMY BHUY KYIIIETKY, 000M-
TyI0 KpacHbIM OapxaTtoM U 30510Toi napuoid. Ho ceituac ato cue
LJAPCTBEHHOE JIOXkE, YTO OOBIYHO MaTh JIeJIWJIA C TEM WM UHBIM
TMOOOBHUKOM, ITyCTOBAJIO.

AGaJtoHHa CTOsIJIA B OKPYKEHUU CBOUX COBETHUII U HE3HAKO-
MBIX JIMYHOCTEN BOEHHO BBIITPABKH Y OTHOTO U3 PE3HBIX CTOJIOB.
To u ngeno xMypsich, OHa BUMTHIBAJIACh B JJIMHHBII IIepraMeHT-
HbIi cBUTOK. [1pn He3ameTHOM cBOeM npubvkeHun, Ba B yxa-
Ce pacro3Haja B He3HaKOMLAaX (PEeHUKCOB. UTO Bparu UX pachl



3a0BUTM B caMoM cepiiie ¢ypuiickoro kiaHa? Bows ¢ atumu
BCIIBUTBUMBBIMU OCOOSIMU YK€ HE OIIMH BeK, ObLIO CTPAaHHO Ha-
OmonaTh X B Takor Om3u. Pypuii u (heHUKCOB POTHIIIO JIUIIIb
OJIHO — UX co3fatenb, Jlonudep, HeM3MEeHHBI BIacTUTeNb Afa.
W ecnu y pypuii )KeHILMHBI CTOSUIM BO IJ1aBe BCErO, TO Y (PEHUK-
COB CTapIIMHCTBO OBUIO 32 MyKYMHAMH. TaK MOBEJIOCH C CAMOTO
Hauasa 3apOo/IeHUsI STUX JIBYX OTHEHHBIX pac.

WU ceituyac s Ha CypOBBIX OIPOMHBIX MYKYMH, YIakKo-
BaHHBIX CJIOBHO KOHCEPBHbIE OAHKM B CUSIOIIME JHocrexu, Bai
UCTIBITHIBAJIA UYTh JIM HE OJIArOTOBEUHBIN yKac, CTOIKHYBIIUChH
¢ (peHukcamu BrepBble. Bynyun JBOPLOBBIM LIBETKOM, 3arep-
THIM OT OCTaJIbHOT'O MHMPa C €ro BOMHOM M MOJHON aHapxuen Xa-
oca, IeByIIKa OblIa OTTOPOXKEHA OT ITOW HEMIIETPUSTHON CTO-
POHBI KU3HU.

AbanoHHa, HAKOHEI], OTOPBaJa B30p OT KycKa Oymaru, 4roObl
MUMOJIETOM B3[JISIHYTh HA JOYb M BHOBb OOEPHYTHCS K CYpOBBIM
MYKYMHAM CO CIagyaiineid yIpIOKON Ha ajbIX yCTax.

— Bce nmonpaBku BHeceHBI BEpHO, rocrioa. S1 6ecCKOHEYHO pa-
JIa, 9TO MBI MIPUIILIA K KOHCeHcycy. U 51 paja npeacTaBuTh Bam
CBOIO 10Yb. BanentnHa?!

Basn B31mporHyna ot pe3Koro OKpuka CBOEM MaTepu, OUHYB-
IIKCh OT 3aBOPOKEHHOI0 cOo3epLaHus uyxakos. [locremHo cae-
JIaB Iar BOepea U He 0 KOHIA MOHWMAas MPUYUHBI ee TpU-
CYTCTBUS 3/1€Ch, JIEBYIIIKA CeJiaia TPalo3HbIi TOKJIOH U Trop-
10 pacripaBwia miedd. Benp oHa (ypuiickasi npuHiiecca, Kak-
HUKak! Cmesio BCTPETUB OLIEHUBAIOIIMN B3MJIs1/] (DEHUKCOB, OHA



YIBIOHYJIACh Y OCMEJUIIACH PACKPBITh POT B MPUCYTCTBUU CTOJTb-
KMX IJ1a3, YTO BOIPOCUTENILHO B3UPAJIA HA HEe.

— Mawma, Mory s y3HaTh IPUYUHY MOETO MTPUCYTCTBUS 3]1ECH?
N xto Haim roctu?

Mo Bugy AGasiOHHBI MOKHO OBLIO SIBCTBEHHO MPOYECTb, UTO
Ta HEAOBOJIbHA BbICKa3biBaHMeM Ban. Ho koponeBa macrepcku
He T0/1ajIa BUJIY, YTO 00ECKypaxeHa ee CMEJIOCThIO, B CBOIO OYe-
pellb MPOU3HOCA MEAOTOYUBBIM TOJIOCOM.

—Pazymeercsi. DTU rocTu, HU KTO UHbIE, KaK MOCIbI (DEHUKCOB
¢ npemioxeHueM Mupa. Kak 4ynaecHo, 4To CIycTsi CTOJNBKO JIET
HAIlM KJIaHbl 0O bETUHATCS. BOHE KOHEII, U ThI, JOYb MOSI, TOMY
3aciyra.

— IIpoctu, He MOHsA. .. — YJIbIOKAa CMEJIOCTH CIIOJI31A C JIUIa
Bau, kak cMbITast BOIOM peTyllb.

B yem ee 3aciyra B 3akmoueHun mupa? OHa axe HU pasy
HE BbIXO/IMJIA AAJIbIIE [JIABHBIX BOPOT 3aMKa. YTO-TO TPEBOKHOE
CKaJI0 AEBUYBIO I'Py/ib. MBICIH IMXOPAJOYHO POUIIHCH B €€ I'0JI0-
B€, BBIMCKMBAsl MOAXOASAIIME MOMEHTBI CEMY CIIyYal0, HO THIET-
Ho. [Toka AGamoHHa ¢ TpuymM¢OM He TPOM3HECNIa Cleaykomen
(ppa3sbl u ee c0Ba, MOAXBAYEHHBIE 9XOM, HE PA3HECIIHCH 10 BCEM
YTOJIKaMm 3aJibl U B TOJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHYIO BBICOTY MOTOJKA.

— Mos pparouennast Banentuna! Tel, HakoHe1, oOpena CBOIO
uens B xku3Hu. U g atomy Oe3mepHo panga. bpak ¢ Kcepk-
COM, [VIABHOKOMAaHyIOIIUM apMUel (PEHUKCOB, TIOJIOKUT BOMHY
K TBOMM IOHBIM HOraMm. ThI criacaelib CBOMX CecTep OT JaJIbHEe-
IIEr0 KPOBOMPOJIUTHUSI. DTO BEJTUKAS Y€CTh, U ThI, JIOJKHO OBITh,



OnaroapHa, YTo0 MMEHHO ThI YIOCTOCHA €€. ..

[Mocnemuue coBa ObUTM TIPOU3HECEHBI C HAXKUMOM [IJISI TOTO,
yToOBl Ban X0Th Kak-TO mpopearnpoBajia Ha ceid CBEPIIUBIIIHIA-
¢ paKT, BMECTO TOTO, UTOOBI MOJTYA CTOSATH U XJIOMATh IJIa3aMHU.
Ho neBymka ocranach 0e3ydyacTHa K poO3pavyHOMY HaAMeKy ma-
Tepr. OHa OLIENIEHENI0 CMOTpeia MPSIMO Tiepe]l COOO0M, OTJasTH-
HO TIBITAsICh CAEJaTh IIOTOK BO3[yXa, HO OH OyATO Bech McYe3
13 3TOU BCEJICHHOH TOCIIe TO O0MOBI, UTO CKMHYJIa Ha HEe MaTh.
Bbpak. C ¢pennkcom. [la He ¢ MPOCTbIM PSIIOBBIM, & C CAMUM. ..
C kem?! Kcepkcom?! C Tem cambIM, O KOTOPOM OHA CIIbIIIajIa
cTonbKo cruieted? O ero JiereHAapHOU KeCTOKOCTH, €ro CaJJucT-
CKOU HaKJIOHHOCTH Y YepT 3HaeT, yeM eiiie? [ieBath Ha Xopoiiiee
BOCIIMTaHKE, OHA TOTOBA MPsIMO cervac JIMOO 3aBU3KATh, TUOO
XJIOMHYTHCSI B OOMOPOK. . .

— Banentuna?! — Tuxuil Bonpoc MaTepy He MpeABeIIal Hu4e-
r'0 XOpOIIIero B ee Oyayiem, eciu ceiuac Ban ocmenutcs mpo-
W3HECTH YTO-TO KapAUHAJIBLHO HEMPAaBUIILHOE.

—a, mama. .. § 6maromapHa. .. — Ene BeiMonBiiia Basientuna,
yYTPaTUB BJACTh HaJ CBOUM PTOM.

3a YTO e TaK HEHaBUAWT €€ ITa >KEHIIMHA, YTO MOojAapuia
OJHAX/Ibl € U3Hb? [ 71517151 HOBBIMM IJ1a3aMHU HA KOPOJieBY y-
pui1, Ban Tonpko cernyac oco3HalIa, Kak OHU BCE K€ JAJIEKU APYT
oT apyra. I ObuUM TakoBBIMM BCerJa, pa3lelieHHbIe BJIACTHIO,
HIHbKaMH, aMOULIMSIMM U JKeJTaHUSAMM AOaIOHHBI, BEYHO 3aHSI-
TOW BOMHOW U BepeHMIIEH HECKOHYAEMBIX JTIOOOBHHMKOB.

— [IpeBocxogHO, 10Yb MOs1! ThI IPSIMO ceilyac HaPaBUILIbCS



B MOUM KaOWHET, rje 1e0s yxke J0KUAAeTCs TBOW HapeYeHHBIH,
KOTOPBIY OTABIXA€T TaM OT JIMTeNnbHOU noporu. [Toka msl ¢ roc-
TIOJIaMH JIOTOBApPUBAeMCsl O Balllel CBajibOe ¥ Ipoueit OyMaKHOW
Yeryxe, Bbl, TOJTyOKH, MOXETe TIOKa TTIO3HAKOMUTHCS ¥ TIOBOPKO-
BaTh. Kbi!

OTocnaB ee IAPCTBEHHBIM KECTOM, W30ABHBIIUCH, KaK
OT HEHYKHOTO XJiama, AGaJIOHHA TYT e BEpHYJIAch K OKPYXKHB-
MM ee MyxunHaM-eHnukcam. He npekpariias mederaTh 0 MU-
pe 1 pagoctu Oymyiien cBaapObl, OHa Harmpoub 3a0buta 0 Bai,
KOTOpasi TaKk ¥ He CIBUHYJIACh C MECTa, 3aCThIB, OY/ITO HAMEPTBO
BMYpOBaHHOH B 10J1. YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH €€ JIOKTs, ¥ Bayi 4yTh
HE TOAMPBITHYJIA OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH. PSIIOM ¢ Hell BO3BBIIIAI-
cs1 OWH U3 conaar. Ero Mo ObI10 MpauyHbIM U PEITUTETBHBIM.
OH KMBKOM yKa3ajl ed Ha JBepb, W JeBYIIKA MOHsJIA, YTO Tie-
pen Heli ee MpoBokaThIi. M ecim oHa celiyac e He CABUHETCS
C MeCTa Ha BCTPeYy C ero KOMaHIMpPOM, TO OH MPOCTO MEepPEeKU-
HET ee Yepes IJIeY0 U JOCTABUT JI0 MecTa HazHaueHusl. CrIIOTHYB
KOM B roprie, Bas pe3ko pa3BepHyJIach ¥ OIPOMETHI0 OpPOCHIIACh
BOH M3 3aJ1a, CJIBbIIIA 110311 ceOs TOTOT IIaroB, Kak 6apadaHHyIo
JIpoOb Tiepe]] ee Ka3HbIo.
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Corpsicadgcp BceM CBOUM XpYIKUM TejbleM, BaneHtnHa
B CBOEM CMSITEHHH, UTO C KaKJI0M MUHYTOH repepacTaso B 6e3-
YAEPKHYIO SIPOCTb, HE 3aMETUJIa, Kak AoOexkasa 10 IBepeu 1ap-
ckoro kabuHeta. Kak ona nocmesna?! CiioBHO Bellpb Ipojiaia Bpa-
ry! Pogayio gous! U 3a uro? 3a mo6oBs Ban k npekpacHomy?
Kak ymepOHyo? Penmiia n30aButh CBOW KJIaH OT TIOPYM B BH-
ne Hee?

['HeB KJIOKOTa B HEH, W JEBYIIKA JJake He 3aMedara, Kak
CHSUIM OTHEM €€ IV1a3a, Kak JMXOPago4Ho anesu mieku. [loaro-
HsieMasl aJJpeHaIMHOM B CBOEH KPOBH, OHA CTOJIBKO He Oexaia,
CKOJIBKO BMJIaCh AbIMOM Haj NosioM kopujopa. [Ipunss tenec-
HYI0 (DOpPMY Yy BBICOKMX [IBE€pEM JIUIIb ISl TOrO, YTOObI OBEP-
HYTb PYUKY Y TOJKHYTbh CTBOPKY, BajleHTHHa BOopBajiach B KOM-
HaTy MaJIEHbKMM yparaHoM M JIMIIb TorJa 3amepia Ha mecte. Of-
HAKO JIBIXaHWE BHIPOBHSATH € ObLIO He 1o cuity. [bIxTs1, Kak ma-
poB03, BaJsl rHEBHO OKMHY/IA KOMHATY AUKUM B30pOM, Ml TOro,
Ha KOM MoIJia Obl BBIMECTUTh BCIO CBOIO 3710CTb.

Ee rmaza npoOexainch Mo KHUKHBIM TIOJIKaM, TaK HUA pasy
¥ HE UCIOJIb30BaHHBIM 0 Ha3HaueHuo. Pypuu He MoOWIHN 9u-
TaTth. MHOTME U3 HUX Jaxe ObLIM Oe3rpaMOTHBI, CUMTasl yde-
HHe OyKB M s3bIKOB Oecriosie3Hoil Tpatoil BpemeHu. Ho Tosnbko
He Ban. Bce atm kHuru Obin ee Apy3bsMu. U mbuth HA HUX
HE CKarumMBasiach Oaromapsi b eid. KaOuHeT Bclo ee KU3Hb



OBLI ee MaJIEHbKUM YO@KHINEM, BeJlb OMOIMOTEKH B 3TOM 3aM-
Ke He ObUJIO 1 B IomuHe. Korjia 31eck He coOupauich B3pocibie,
IIPOBOJIMBIIIME CBOM OECKOHEUHBbIC BOEHHbBIE COBETHI, BajeHTH-
Ha MpsATanach B 3ToM 3a6biToM MecTe. Celiyac ke ee MaJleHbKoe
CBATIJIHIIE OBUIO OCKBEPHEHO MPUCYTCTBUEM Bpara.

W na, on ObL1 371€Ch 1 K1a7 ee. Boccenas B kpeciie 3a MacCUB-
HBIM CTOJIOM M3 JKEJIE3HOT'O JIepeBa, Kak Ha TpoHe mupa, Kcepke
MIPUTBO3/IAJI €€ K MECTY aJIbIM B3JIs110M. Jlake cujist, OH BO3BbI-
IIaJIcs Ha/l Hell, TIO/IaBIsisi CRBOUM pPa3MepoM, CUJIOH, Oy pUCThI-
MU MBIIIIAMU MO TOHYAUIIIEX TYCKJIO MEPUABIIEN KOJIbYYTOM.
Oco3HaB pa3Mep CBOEro JMYHOro Bpara, 3anaji Ban 4yyTh npu-
yTUX, HO JIUIIIb Ha MrHoBeHue. He naBas ceOe BpeMeHU HCITY-
raThCsl, OHA TYT K€ PUHYJIACh B JIOOOBYIO aTakKy.

— 4 He BhINY 32 Bac! — Beimanuna Bast, mpoxuras ero Heucro-
BbIM B30POM.

Kcepkc HUKakK He mpopearrpoBasl Ha MOJOOHOE 3asiBJICHUE.
OH, MoTYa, IPOIOJIKasi CBEPIUTH TbLUIABIIIYIO MPABEAHBIM THE-
BOM (PypHIO OTHEHHBIM MPAaYHbIM B30POM, MTOJHSICS U3-3a CTO-
na. C HenpeB3OUJICHHOW Tpaliedl XUIMHUKA (PEeHUKC OOOoIIeT
paszessaBIINN UX IpeAMeT MeOeId M OCTAHOBUIICS TIPSIMO Mepe
Hell. Ee ronoBa He noxonuia aaxe 110 ero rieva, u Bas, 3agpas
TOJIOBY TIPH €r0 MPUOIMKEHUH, YepThIXHYJIAch Mpo cebs. Yepr,
Hy OHa U BiuIa!

— Io Gonbiiomy cueTty. .. — [TpoTsSHYJ OH IyCTHIM HU3KUM TO-
JIOCOM HaJ| €€ I'OJIOBOM U, UyTh HAKJIOHUBIIIKCH K IEBUYbEMY YXY,
3aKOHYMII. — ... MHE IIJICBaTh.



Takoro 3agBieHus oHa He oxuaaia. [loatomy B OTBET OHa
IIPOCTO MOPTHYJA, A€ HE JOLyMAaBIIMCh OTHIATHYTHCSA OT CTOJIb
OJIM3KOTO paccTosiHUSA C Bparom cBoel packl. Ho Kcepkey 6b110
¥ Ha 3T0 NIIyOoKOo hrosietoBo. OH OTBEPHYIICS OT Hee U MPOoIIIe-
Cs1 110 KOMHaTe, COOCTBEHHUYECKH OTJISIIbIBAS MOJIKU C KHUTAMH,
IIPOBOJS PYKOM IO y30pYaTOM KPBILIKE APEBHETO CTOJA, HA KO-
TOpOM OBLIO BBIPE3aHO (DaAMUIIBHOE IPEBO KOPOJIEBCKOMW by pHii-
ckoil auHactuu. PeHuke Bell ceOsi CToMb CBOOOIHO BO Bpaske-
CKOUM OOWTEIH, UTO CTpax 3aKkpajcs riyooko B aymry Ban. Eciu
eMy He HyXeH Opak, Torza 3a4eM OH 3/1eCh?

Kcepke Oynro mouyBcTBOBa ee MeTaHusi. OTIsTHYBIIUCH Ye-
pe3 IJ1e40, OH YJIBIOHYJICS, OCKAJIMB OCJIEMUTENIbHON OeMU3HbI
9yTb 3a0CTpeHHbIe 3yObl. M TobKO Tenepb Bas 3ameTnina Tonkuit
mpaM Ha ero mieke. [Ipu ero XMypom BbIpaXeHUH YBEUbe ObLIO
HEBU/IMMO, HO KOT/Ia YJIBIOKA pacTsAruBaa ryobl, mpam MposiB-
JIsi7Ics, IpeBpaias Ty B 0e3yMHbIi ockai. Bot Teneps neByika
OTUIATHYJACh.

— 4] monas B 3TOT HENMPUCTYITHBIN 3aMOK, UTO BEKAMU OCAK 1A
Mo# Hapon. Yto mHe eme HyxxHO? [lobena yxe B MOMX pyKax.
JIuib ctouT yOuTh TBOIO MaTh U cectep. — OH MPOU3HEC 3TH YKa-
calolye cjoBa CToJb OyAHUYHBIM TOHOM, 4TO Bas Bepuiia emy
¢ TpyroM. OnHako asnple T1a3a He jramd. OHu oOeran Mope
KPOBHU U OKeaH 00JIM ee POHBIM, €CJIM OHA Ceifuac He COTIacuTCs
Ha Oe3yMHbIE yCIIOBUSI.

— 3[eCh MOJHO CTPaXU... — YyTh 3aIUIETAIOIIMMCS S3bIKOM
npodopmoTana Ba.



— Yro, yxe He Takas cmenasn? — CHoBa yxmbuibHYJICA Kcepke,
BBITSIHYB IEPBYIO MOMNABIIYIOCSA KHATY ¢ nonku. Ha ero cnosa,
OyaTo noxacrernyTas, Ban cHoBa pacnpaBuia 1ie4u, BCIIOMHUB,
YTO B HEW TeueT KpoBb camoro Jlouudepa.

— Bam He ypacrcs caenath M mara... — YkKe TBepXke Hayva-
na oHa. Ho nBukenue (peHMKca MpUBIJIEKIO €€ BHUMAHUE, 3a-
CTaBUB 3aMoT4aTh. Kcepke Kak pa3 nmpocMaTpusal (pypHUICKyIO
UCTOpUIO Ha camou cepeaune. U koraa BanentuHa 3aroBopuina,
€ro pykH € HIEJIECTOM CTPaHUI] CKaJld KHUTY. Basl cynopoxHo
BTSIHYJIA B ce0s1 BO3LyX, KOT/Ia ee JIIoOUMasi PyKOIUCh BCITBIXHY-
JIa B MYKCKUX pyKax CHOMOM OarpoBbix UcKp. [lapa MraHoBeHwmii
Y JIALIBb [eTieN ocbinaeTcs Ha 1oj1. CTONbKO pa3 NepeunThiBast 3TU
CTpaHUIIBI, BJbIXasl HEMOBTOPUMBIN apomar OyMaru 1 CJIOB, Ceii-
gac ObUIO OONBHO BUJIETh BOOYMIO, KAK OHU MPEBPAIAIOTCS HU
BO uTO. PaBHO, Kak u ee k13Hb. BbIIO cTpaHHO cpaBHUBATH ceOs
co crapbM (posiMaHTOM, HO Ban He Moria OCTaHOBUTh CEd IO-
PBIB. — A 4TO €C/ii ¥ MHE IIJIeBaTh Ha HUX?. .. — [lomepTBeBIIUM
rojocoM npousHecia Ban, Habmonast, Kak cepbliil eren KpyKuT
HaJl TI0JIOM OT MaJICHILIETO IBUKEHUS BO3/1yXa.

— W 4ro ThI OGyrienis Aenath, OCTaBIIMCH cOBceM oaHa? B mupe,
IJIe HerJie COpATaTbCs OT 3PUMBIX M He3puMbIX Bparos? Ocras-
mIMCh 03 CeMbH, A0Ma, 3alIUThl? — MeaeHHO MPOM3HOCS BCE
ee cTpaxu, yTo Baus Tak goaro npsitana rityOoKo B CBOEH Iylie,
Kcepkc mMenieHHO, HO BEpHO 3aroHsui ee B JIOBYIIKY. OHa 0osi-
JIach OCTaThCsl OfiHA. bosiiack MoTepsiTh Ty ceMblo, Te ee n3oe-
raji, BeJlb IPyrou y Hee He ObLI0. Bosiach MOKUHYTh TPUOEKH-



11e, YTo OBbLJIO ee MPUIOTOM C pOXJIeHUs. — Mou CoIaThl KIyT
JIVIIITH TIPUKA3a, YTOOBl YHUUTOXKUTH KOPOJIEBY U CTEPETh ITO Me-
cTO B IopouIok. Heyxkenu Tol CTOJIb )KeCTOoKa, MaJieHbKas (pypus?

Omna axe He 3aMeThIa, Kak OH mpuoau3uics. Ban ounynach
JIUIIIb TOT/IA, KOT/Ia MOYyBCTBOBAJIA JIOMIATKAMM TBEPOCTh KHUK-
HBIX MOJMOK. A KcepKc CTosi1 HampoOTUB, 3aropaxuBas IIUPO-
KMMHU IUJIeYaMH MYTU K OTCTyIUieHUI0. OHa BCKMHYJIA HA HEro
3aTpaBJICHHBIA B3MJIsIl, © OH OOJIM3HYJICS, TOChIIas OYepeIHYIO
BOJIHY APOKH 1O €€ CIIMHE.

— Mowu monu ycranu. BoliHa — nipekpacHasi ctepBa, HO OHa
10 oy pu u3marbiBaeT. — OH HaKJIOHWICS K Baut v BTsiHy 1 B ceOs
3arax ee BOJIOC, 3aCTaBJIsAs €e YYBCTBOBATh CEOSI KPOJIMKOM Tie-
pen rononHbM BosikoM. Cepirie OelieHO OTCTYKHMBAJIO YEUeTKY
B €e Ipyau, korga Kcepke CKIIOHWICA HUKE U MEAJIEHHO JIM3HYJT
ee MbUIaBIIyIo eky. — Kakas cnankas... Moxer uzest ¢ Gpakom
HE TaK yX ¥ mioxa?. ..

Kak y Hee xBaTuio cui nepemectutbes, Ban He nmomHuia.
OHa b ClIblaia U3EBaTeIbCKUA PACKATUCTBIA CMEX CBOE-
ro XXeHuXa, MOKa Heclach Mpoyb OT KaOWHETa B BUJIE JHIMHOTO
BUXPSI.
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Omna npunia B ceds, JUIIb OKA3aBIIMCh B KOMHATE, 4YTO 3a-
HUMaJa ¢ ecATH JieT. Ee mpesxHIon OOMbIIyI0 CIATBHIO OTIAIN
HOBOPOXJeHHOMY CriaiiKy. A 3Ty KAMOPKY B KOHLIE TEMHOTO KO-
puaopa OTIaIU ei, KOora B Hell Havyasia MPOSIBIATHCS TsAra K Uc-
kyccTtBy. Ctonso Ban b HapyucoBaTth CBOIO MEPBYIO KapTUHY
HeOBIBAJION Kpachl, Kak AGa/IOHHA TOTBITAIACH YIIPSITATh CBOETO
HeyJaBIerocsi oTnpeicka nofaibiie. Ho Banentune naxe Hpa-
BWJIOCh 37Iech. Baanu or niyma ee crapiix cecrep, oT Impoje-
JIOK Opara, KOTOpOMY M3-3a JIMIITHEro Beca yKe B TAaKOM IOHOM
BO3pacTe, ObUI0 OTKPOBEHHO JICHb TAIIUTHCSA B €€ JATBHUIN YOI
31ech ee OKpyKajlo YMUPOTBOPEHUE W TIOKOM, KOTOPBIM THEM
C OTHEM He CBIIIEIIb B AJly.

Meuach Ha y3KOM IPOCTPAHCTBE MEX]y KpOBaTblO, IUIATS-
HBIM ITKa(OM ¥ ThMOU MOJIOTEH U KAPTUH, YTO 3aHUMAIIN OOJTb-
IIyI0 4acTh BCel KOMHAThI, BajeHTHMHA ckMMana U pazkuma-
Jla KyJIaKy BCIIOTeBIIMX JiagoHeu. Yrto eut nenars? Yto genats?!
OHa He MOXET BbINTH 3a 3TOro MoHcTpa! CTaTh UTPYIIKOM B Py-
kax tupana! [louemy ona? [lpsBon ero 3adepu, moyemy?! Ee
CTapIye cecTpbl ObUTH KyJla KpacuBee W ONbITHEE B OOIICHUN
¢ MyXxurHaMmu. Bas 3Hana o0 TOM He MOHACIHBIIIKE, a yOeau-
JIach BOOUMIO Ha OTHOM M3 3BaHbIX BEYEPOB, KOT/1a 3aXMEJIEBIINE
MPUHLIECCHI, TOCPBIBAB OJIEKIbl C OAHOTO U3 CIIYT, YTO PA3HOCKII
e/ly U HaIUTKH, MPSMO TaM, Ha IOJTy 10 odepenu B30MpaiCh



Ha OllIaJIEBIIEr0 TAKUM BHUMAaHUEM NapHs. Ml Kak OH TOJBKO BbI-
KW TIOCJIE CTOJIb JUKOU CKauKu?

Ho ona... Ban HUMKOrJa He y4acTBOBaJla B UIPUIIAX CBOEU
pa3BpaTHOii ceMbu. Ctapasich ObITh MEHEe 3aMeTHOH, OHa, Kak
NpHHIIecca, Oblla 00si3aHa MPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha KakaoM Oaly,
HO HEM3MEHHO MOKUAAJIA 3a1Ty 3a/10JIT0 IO OCHOBHOM KapKOU Ya-
cTH Beuepa. M ee HUKTO He 3ameyalt 0 Cero JIHS.

Ban He 3Hana, CKOJbKO MPOILJIO BPEMEHU B €€ METaHMSX,
HO MOYTH CXO[Isl C yMa OT BOJIHEHUS U OTYASIHUSA, UTO TUCKaMH
CKMMaJIA BUCKM M HAKOBAJIbHEW CIABJIMBAJIM PyIb, OHA BbLIE-
TeJla U3 CBOEro CIACUTEJBHOrO YOekWIla Ha TMOMCKUA TOW, KTO
BCE 3TO 3aTesia. BopBaBIIKCh B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1, BaneHTnHa ¢ Ta-
KO CHJION pacriaxHyJ/ia ABEPHU, UTO T€ C OITYIIUTELHBIM IPOXO-
TOM YIApPWIKCH O CTeHBIL. [IOAMpBITHYB OT IIIyMa, YTO camMa e CO-
31aia, Ban oxBaTuia mpocTpaHCTBO OOECTIOKOSHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.
Huxoro. Jlume mycrota ee Bctpeuana. M Ban Obia Obl pajia e
paHbliie, HO He ceiJac.

['me moxer ObITh ceiiyac ee mMaTh? He mMest HU masieiiiero
MIPE/ICTaBJICHUS], AEBYIIIKA METHYJIACh K JIMYHBIM MOKOSIM KOPO-
JIeBbl. Y MAacCHBHBIX 30JIOTHIX ABEpEW OHA YyThb 3aMeJINIIACh,
TIIETHO MBITASICh YHATh HEPOBHBIN CTYK CBOETO cepaiia. AOGaI0H-
Hy HE IPOMMEIb KPUKOM M cne3aMu. J1o Ban ycBouna eme
B JIeTCTBE. JIUIIIb CIOKOMHBIN Pa3roBOP U BECOMBIE JJOBOJIbI CMO-
I'YT €l IOMOYb B TAKOM PEJKO CJIy4Ya€MOM Pa3roBOpPE C MATEPBIO.

IloctyyaB oguH pa3, Bay He cMor1a yCTOATh HA MECTE JOJIb-
11e ¥ cpa3y Boluia B KOMHATy. CraJibHsI KOPOJIEBBI ObLJIA OTPOM-



HOW M POCKOIITHOM, KaK TOro u TpeOOoBaJIO MOJIOKEeHHe ee 001a-
narenpHUIBL. Hucnanatomye qpanvpoBKy 1IEIKa 3aK PbIBAJIU Ka-
MEHb CTeH, pe3Hast MeOeJIb 13 IICHHBIX PEIKUX MOPO]] iepeBa Obl-
JIa CO BKYCOM paccTaBJieHa, Co3/IaBast XaOTUYHbIHN JJAOUPUHT, UTO
BeJI K OTPOMHBIX pa3MepOB KPYIJIOW KPOBATH, YTO KakK JIEHUBBIN
3Bepb, PACKUHYJIACh B IIeHTpe KOMHAThl. MIMeHHO Tam u Oblia
AbajioHHa, HO He ojiHa. ToT camMblii (peHUKC, YTO MpoBOXas Ba-
JICHTUHY TIapy YaCOB Ha3aJ| B KaOWHET, ceiuac C:KUMaJ e Ko-
POJIEBHI, ’KECTKO BOMBAsICh B Hee Oe/lpaMM C3a/Iu.

ITonavany Ban He nonsna npoucxoadmero. [lomHsa yrposy
Kcepkca, aeByika pemmnia, 4Yto (PEeHUKC BCE-TaKU OTHAJl IPU-
Ka3 CBOEMY COJIJIaTy, HO KOT/Ia 9KCTa3 COTPsIC IBa OOHAKEHHBIX,
OJIecTeBIINX UCTIAPUHOM, Tesla, Bas moHsma, Kak ke Iiyrno oHa
BBITJISI/IUT, CTOSI B PACTIAXHYTHIX JIBEPSIX C BHIPAXKEHUEM JIUKOTO
ykaca Ha jiuiie. MaTtepu CTOUJIO JIUIIIb pa3 B3IJISIHYTh B €€ CTOPO-
HY, YTOOBI pa3pa3uThcs Oe3ynepKHbBIM X0X0ToM. Kpacka cmyiiie-
HUS 3aJI1a Mo Baut, korma (peHrKe, XMypsiCh Ha Hee, CKaTHII-
CS1 C KOPOJIEBHl U TIPUHSIICS HETOPOIUIMBO HATSTUBATh Ha CeOs
onexay. CMmex Bce 3Bydyasl B KOMHATe, Jake MOoCie yXoaa MyK-
YMHBI, 3aCcTaBIsIsA Baa cxuMarbcs, Kak OT yJapoB.

— UYro, mosi noOpozaerenbHass 104b, TeOsl 0 yXkaca KOpO-
out oOpa3 ku3HM TBoel Matepu? — HakoHer, HATeIUBINMCH
BCJIACTh, XPUIUIBIM TOJIOCOM TMPOroBopuia AOaJoHHA, TJIaBHO
TIOIHSABIIIKCH C JIOXKA U COBEPIIIEHHO HE CTECHSISCh COOCTBEHHOMN
HAroTBhI, MPOIIUIA K CTOJTY U IJIECHYJIA B TSKENbIA KYOOK TEMHOTO
KPacHOTO BUHA U3 XPYCTAJIBHOTO rpaduHa.



Ckonbko et Obuto KoposeBe? [lsaTb-miects coteH yet?...
bpen. Ee Teno Obuto MONOOO M TOATSIHYTO, Kak Yy PE3BOM
IOHOM JIEBYILIKM, KOeH ceituac Oblia ABafuaTuieTHss BanenTu-
Ha. MHOXECTBEHHBIE POJibl, BOMHA U TOJbl HUUYTh HE UCIIOPTU-
JIM CTPOMHOIO CTaHa M YIPYTUX almeTUTHBIX OKPYIJIocTel. A ee
7110, 6€3 eTMHON MOPIIMHKY — TIPEIMET 3aBUCTH BCEX KEHIIMH
B OKpyre. YucrokpoBHas pypusi, muiaamas u3 gouepeit Jlonu-
(bepa, 4TO MepexmIa BceX CBOMX CECTep M B3OIILIa HA TaK BO-
KJeneBmui eo TpoH. OHa Oblla ICTUHHON KOPOJIEBOM 3J1a, Ka-
KOBBIX OITMCBHIBAJIM B XPOHUKAX, KOMX OOsIHCh, Kak orus. U srta
KEHIIMHA OblIa ee MaTepblo. .. TpyJHO NOBEPUTH, UTO y HEE MOT-
Jla TIOSIBUTHCA Takas J04b, Kak BanentuHa. Msrkas, nyrinvBas
MBIIIKA, TPE3UBIIAS NAJIUTPON KPACOK U MOAXOISALIUM €€ Xy/I0-
’KECTBEHHOMY B3IJIsIly BUJIOM.

CnoBHO uuTas ee Mbiciv, AOGaOHHA, B3IISIHY/IA Ha Hee TOo-
Bepx Ookasa. CKJIOHMB rojIoBy HAOOK, KOpOJieBa MPOILIach CBO-
UM OCTPbIM, KaKk OpUTBA, TEMHBIM B30pPOM 10 (hUType CBOEH J10-
YepH, OCTAHOBUBILUChH Ha JIMLE, YTO KaK OTPaKEHUE, MOXOJUIIO
Ha ee COOCTBEHHOE.

— Kaxnpiit pa3 s 3agaloch BorpocoM camoii cede... — Mea-
JICHHO TIPOTSIHYJIA OHA, TBMHYBIIUCH K Ba, miaBHO nokaunBas
6enpamu. — C KeM ke s Jieria B IOCTeNb, YTOObI TOSIBIJIACH Ta-
Kasl, Kak ThI?

Yenpimas nogodHoe, BaseHTMHa OTInaTHy/ack, B HEBEpUU
pacriaxHyB m1aza. OHa 3Haja, Kakoro MHEHHMsI O HEW MarTb,
HO CJIBIIIATH MTOAOOHOE HAMPSIMYIO U3 ee yCT. .. Kaxplii pa3 Obl-



710 OOJIBHO.

— Ecnu Ol s1 He MOMHMIIA TBOETO POKICHHS, — TEM BPEMEHEM
npoAoKMiIa AGaIOHHa, HA KaruTi He CMYTHBIIHCH IIOKA J04e-
pu, — pemmia Obl, 4yTo Thl He OT Moux upeces. Hy u? Tak u Oy-
Jeiis Momyath? Vnu Tel 3asiBUIach B MOM TIOKOM, JIMILIb JJIsI TO-
ro, 9TOOBI TIPEPBATh MO YyAHO MTPOBOIUMBIN Beuep?

CynopoKHO BTSIHYB B ce0s1 BO3/1yX IMOJI TSKEIBIM B30POM CBO-
ell apcTBeHHOW Matepu, Baj nbitaiack coOpaThCsi C MBICIISIMH,
HO T€ MpeaTesIbCKu pa30erayiuch U JIMIIb Clie3bl HAaBOPAYMBa-
JIMCh Ha IJ1a3a.

— O, pamu [IpsiBona! — BamaxHyna cBoOomHON pykoit Aba-
JIOHHA, OTBEPHYBIINCH. — EC/iv Tl puIiUIa pa3BOIUTH 3[€CH Chl-
POCTb, TO Thl 3Ha€lllb, Ie ABepb! CTOUT JIUIIb C/IeNaTh TPU I11ara
Hazaj.

— 32 4TO ThI TaK MEHs HeHaBUaMIIb? — OHa He XOoTeJa crpa-
mMBarth. X0Ts HeT, Xoresna. Ho coBcem He To. CiioBa BbLIETENN
camu, 1 Ban gaxe 3axana pot JIaAOHbIO, 3a1yIIUB, PBABILIUICS
CJIEIOM BCXJIMIL.

— Yr0?... — OOGepHYBIIMCH Yepe3 TUIeU0, CBEPKHY/Ia HeJ00-
PbIM B3IJISIIOM KOpOJIeBA. — A HEYXKE/IU cama He J10ra/lbIBaelllb-
ca? Viam MHe packphITh TeOe Ii1a3a, joporas?

OTIBBIPHYB IyCTOM OOKaJI HA CTOJ, OHA CXBATWJIA JITAHHBIA
xajnat u Habpocuia cebe Ha Tuieun. OCTaBUB Belllb PaCcTIaXHYTOH,
AGa/ioHHa BHOBb MOBEpHYJIAach K noOnenHeBiierd Banentune u,
yIepeB PyKu B KPyTbie OOKa, Hauasa HellaIHbIN MepecyerT.

— Ter OecxpeberHasi, craboxapakTepHasi JEBCTBEHHUIIA,



JI0 OfypH BIIIOOJIEHHAsI B CBOIO UEPTOBY KMBOMUCH. biaromaps
TeOe, 000 MHe OPOAIAT JUKUBbIE CIUIETHH, UTO s CHOIIIAJIACH C aH-
resiom, 3a4aB Te0s1! 060 mue! O ypwuiickoii Biaipramiie! — Ada-
JIOHHA Y’K€ IaBHO Iepelilia Ha KPUK, HO €1 3TOro MoKa3ajaoch Ma-
70. CxBaTHB rpa¥H ¢ OCTaTKaMH BUHA, OHA pa30uia ero oo roJ.
OckoJsky 1 OarpoBble Karuiv MOYTH JIOCTUTIIM HOT BajeHTHHbl,
HO OHA He 3aMeTwiia Obl, KaK PYXHYJI BeCh 3aMOK BOKpPYT Hee,
He TO 4TOoOBI 3Ty Menioub. — Ho Kcepke HayuuT Te0st ObITh HACTO-
sien ¢pypuent. Pa3 He BBIIIUIO Yy MeHs, Tak (peHUKC TocTapaercs
9TO UCIIPABUTb.

— A ecnu 51 He BbIy 3a Hero? . .. — Yepes cuity BbiiaBuiia Bai,
005ICh JISIMHYTb YTO-TO JIMIIIHEE, KaK paHbIIIe.

— O, 1Bl BoRIAAEb, BanentnHa. — Ockanmmiack AOaIoHHA
Ha cadblil IPOTECT JOYEpPH.

— a... unm oH yobeT Bac... — Eme Tume nmporoBopuia Bau,
YYBCTBY#, KaK ropsiyas cjie3a CKOJIb3UT I10 €€ IIEKe.

— Bor yx Bpsa sin. — OtmaxHynace koposiea. OHa CHOBa po-
IJTa K CBOEH KPOBaTU M OTKUHYJIACh HAa Oapxar MOMSITHIX paHee
TO/TyIIIEK.

— OH Tak ckazaj... — Buas, 4to MaTh He BOCHpPUHUMAET €€
BCepbe3, Ban noBbicwiia rosioc v caesania mar Bnepea. — Ero or-
psin rae-to Herogaieky. OH TOJNBKO M kAT IaHca, YTOOBI T0-
1acTh Clofa. . .

— Thl AEUCTBUTENBHO MOJATaEIllb, YTO S JaM €My XOTb Ma-
newmii manc?! — [Mpormmnena 310 AGajoHHA, CHOBA TIOI0PBaB-
IIMCh HA HOrW. — Kax/1plii €ro 1mar s 3Halo Harepe/, Kpacapuua!



S He OfIMH BEK ye TaHI[yI0 C HUM B 9TOM TaHIIe, U Thl CMEEIlIb
MHE yKa3bIBaTb Ha MHUMbIEe Tipomaxu? Tel He 3Haelb HUYEro!
Cups 371ech, Kak Kpbica, B 9TOM TBEPIBIHU, Thl HE BUEIA U TO-
JIMKYU TOTO, 4TO BUJEJNA sl Win TBOM cecTpsbl. Jla Oyner Tebe us-
BECTHO, MOW 1IBETOYEK, TBOSI CBaJjb0a, KaK MEPBBIN IIar K MUPY
HAIlIMX HAPOJIOB OOTOBApHBAETCS yKe He MepBbIid Tox!

OOpymmB Ha 104b MMOA0OHYI0 MH(pOpMarmio, AGaJOHHA J0-
BOJIBHO YXMBUIbHYJIACh, 3aBU/IEB, KAK UCOYT U IIIOK BHOBb BO3-
BpamanTcs Ha OjeqHoe Juio. Ei ObUTO MPUSATHO OCO3HABATh,
yTo BanieHTrHa neiTaeTcsl BHITYCTUTh KOTOTKH, U ITaBWJIA HA Hee,
YTOOBI y3peTh, Ha UTO CIIOCOOHA ee MJIAIIast A0Yb.

— Ho nouemy s7?...

Ee nposxaBimii rosioc 3actaBui AGaioHHY (DBIPKHYThH U 3a-
Katuth raza. [ e 3Hamennrtas pypumckas spocts?! Her, sta
MJIajIasi mpuHIiecca 6e3Ha exHa. . .

— Iotomy uto s Tak xouy! M moromy uto TeGs m3Opan
Kcepkce. — OrpeisHynace koposieBa. OTBEPHYBIIUCH OT AOYEPH,
OHa MPOIIJIa K PaCHaxXHYTOMY OKHY U YCTaBMJIaCh BJiajib, BCEM
CBOMM BHJIOM TIOKa3bIBasl, UTO pa3roBOp OKOHYEH. — Yepe3 1Ba
JHS1, B TBOW JBa/LIATh NEPBbII JE€Hb POXKIEHUE COCTOUTCS I'PaH-
JIMO3HBIA OaJl B YeCTh TBOCH IMOMOJIBKY, Ha KOTOPBIN ThI IBUIIIb-
Cs1 C IOJKHBIM CeMY ciydaio HacTpoeM. [lopTHble 3aKkoHYaT TBOM
Hapsa B cpok. M Banentuna... — Jlo6aBuia Harnocie ok KOpo-
JieBa, BHOBb B3IUIsIHYB Ha eJie XUBYIO J04b. — He pa3ouapyii mo-
WX OXUOAHUM... CHOBa!
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Kazanoce, 3TOT maMsATHBIA Pa3roBOp COCTOSUICS MUHYTY Ha-
3a]1], HO BOT Bau yxe cTouT nepen 3epkajiom, oOlaueHHast B CBOM
MOJBEHEYHBIN Hapsl, B KOTOPbIM €€ HapsiAWIM CIyTd mojirdaca
Haza/l. YepHbIil ¢ 30JI0TOM IIEJIK, MEpIIABIINE aJIMa3bl B TSKEIIBIX
CKJIA[IKaX U B CUAIOIIMX Kyapsx. Horu, BeICTaBIeHHbIE HA TO-
Ka3 B OTKPBITOU criepeu 100Ke, O0TATMBaIa TOHYAKIIAS YepHast
KO’a. BrICOKHE canory HeMpUBbIYHO CKUMAJIM UKPBI M CTYITHH,
IIPUBBIKIIKUE K JIETKUM TYIISM.

Ban Beimisiiena Hacrosimen ¢pypuen, CTepBoil 10 Mo3ra Ko-
CTel, HO He YyBCTBOBasIa ce0st TakoBol. Bee, uto oHa ormnymana
ceiiyac, 9To Bcenoromammui yxac. CTpax ObITh BBICTAaBJICH-
HOH Harokas, Kak ’kepTBa Ha 3akyaHue. 1 coexars oHa He MorJia.
B rimyOuHe mymmm oHa He XoTesa MOABOAWTh MaTh. Ty, KOTOpOii
OBLIO BCETa IJIEBATh HA CBOIO J04b. VI3 Bcex cBoux aerer Ada-
JOHHA BRIOpasa ee, u Bas Jo/mKHa CHATH CYacTbeM, a He yTOoIaTh
B YHBIHUU U OTYasIHUU. XOTh pa3 eil JOBEPUIIM CIIACTH CBOIO Ce-
MbIO, KOTOpasi Obl HUKOTJIa He criacia ee. Tak mouemy corjiacHa
Ha 3T0 oHa? U cTpaHHO, KaK 3TO MaTh 3allOMHIJIA JATy €€ POXK-
JeHMs. A MOXET, OHa MPOo ceOsI MPOKJISIA STOT ACHb?

Pe3kwmii cTyk B IBepb MpepBaj ee MbICIEHHbIE METaHusl, 3a-
CTaBMB BHOBb COJIPOTHYTbCS TEJIO MOJ TSKEIOM MULTYPOU. XO-
TeJIOCh IPUTBOPUTKLCS TEHBIO. Bas peluinia, eciyu npoMoIuuT, TO
TOT KTO 32 JJBEPBIO PELINT, YTO B KOMHATE HUKOTO HET U YIJeT.



Ho nerckas orroBopka He nipoiiuia. JIBepb pacnaxHysach, siBJsis
B30py 3aMepLIeH IEBYIIKH €€ JIMYHbIN KommMap. Kcepke sBucs
COMPOBOJMTH CBOI0 HEBECTY Ha 0ajl, M TYT YK HUKAK HE OTBEp-
TeTbCs. Bas Monya marHysa Brepes, 3apas rojIoBy M BCTpeda-
sICb ¢ (DEHMKCOM HEMUTAIOLIUM ITYCTBIM B3[JISIIOM.

— Hy xe, manenpkast pypus, ynsioHuCh. — Kcepke mpoTsaHyn
PYKY 1 00XBaTHJI €10 MaJIeHbKYIO JIaAoMIKy Bas. — A TO Thl 1o-
X0Ka Ha rasellb, 3arHAaHHYIO B YIOJI TOJIOAHBIM BOJIKOM.

— Yk He BB 11 TOT BOJIK? — Mpauno OypkHysa Bas, nbitasich
clienaTh enle mar B KOpuaop.

Ho Kcepkc He gan e atoro caenarb. OH Cxall ee J1aJJOHb CUJIb-
Hee, 3aCTaBJIsisi BHOBb B3IJISIHYTh cebe B 71a3a. U korma ieByni-
Ka, MOpIIAach OT OOJU, MOAYNHUIACH, OH JIOBOJILHO YJBIOHYIICS
Y OTBETHIL.

— Tak u ectb, JOporas.

Bosnbinie oHM He OOMOJIBUJIMCH M CJIOBOM 10 IMYTH B OAJIbHYIO
3aiy. MIM HaBCcTpedy nomnajaauch CIyr, MPUABOPHBIE, ITPUIJIA-
eHHble rocty. Y Bcem BasieHTrHa noirkHa ObUIa OCJIEUTEIBHO
yJIBIOAThCSI B OTBET Ha TaKHe ke (pasibllKBhie YAbIOKU. Onryias
cebsl, KaK TOYHO BBIPA3WIICA €€ «KEeHUX», 3arHAHHOW B KaIlKaH,
BanenTtuHa coBHO 1uiblia NpoTUB TeueHust. Kaxplii mar ei ga-
BaJicsl ¢ TpyaoM. Horm oxBarmna 60mb cygoporu, OyaTo HOBbIE
carnory ObLTM TOJHBI IIUIOB ¥ Komovek. [11aTbe TecHO cxrMa-
JIO IpyAb, MPOITyCKas ¢ TPYAOM BO31yX B JieTKHe. Bbicokas npu-
YyecKa, yBeHUaHHasl peIKUMH CaMOLIBETAMHU, J1aBUJIa CBOEH TsIKe-
CTBIO, 3aCTaBJIAsA KPYKUThCA roioBy. Ho ona ne ynaner. Tosbko



HE Iepe]l CTOJIbKUMU MpuxJjedaTessMi ee MaTepyd U OCOOCHHO
He nepen (peHUKCaMu.

3aJ1 BCTpETWI X TPOMKOUM MY3BIKOH, OTJaloIIeicss Habatom
OT CTeH U MoTojka. Ban gaxe He Moryia MOHSATh, YTO 32 MEJIO-
TVl 3BYYUT, OTJTyIIIEHHAsI TOMOHOM TOJIOCOB M CMeXa, OCTIeTIIeH-
Hasi CBETOM THICSY CBEYEH, YTO BO CTO KpaT MOBBIIAIN U Oe3
TOrO CTOJIb KapKylo Temmepatypy. [e3opueHTrpoBaHHas Je-
BYIIKA JUKO O3MPasach MO CTOPOHAM, IMBITAsICh OTHICKATh MaThb
WM CecTep B ITOM ToMuee IoCcTei, 4To, Ka3ajloCh, ChEXaINCh
co Bcex yronkoB Ana. CeromHs nurazienb NPpUHUMaIa MHOTHE
pacel B CBOEM KaMEHHOM 4peBe. 31ech ObUIM IEMOHBI BCEX Ma-
cTell, MHOKeCcTBO OecoB U ynbipeit. Ho u3 (heHMKCOB ObLIH JIUIIIb
KEeHUX co cBoeil cBUTOM. CTpaHHO, KaK 3TO OHM BCEM KJa-
HOM He 3asiBUJINCh. XOTs Bce ObuTo Briepenu. Benp ectb Topike-
CTBO To3HaunTesbHeH. CBap0a... DTa MBICTH OOJBIO pe3aHyJia
10 BUCKaM BaJleHTUHBI, 3aCTaBUB €€ COIPOTHYThCSI BCEM TEJIOM.
W x nocazie AeBYyIIKH, ee HeyaoO0CcTBo 3aMeTril Keepkc.

— [oranmyii co muOM. — U1 310 GBI HE TTPOCKOA.

BnactHol pykoW (PEHUKC YBJIEK JEBYIIKY B LIEHTP 3ajIbl
K [MPOYMUM KpyXKaluMmcs napaM. My3blKaHTbI UTpaJid CBOIO Bep-
CHMIO aJICKOTO BaJibca, 1 Kcepkc yBepeHHO MpUBJIEK CTPONHBIN
CTaH HeBeCThl Oyke K ceOe. BajleHTHHA MpaKTMYEeCKU OKaMeHe-
JIa, TOYYBCTBOBAB HANPOTUB ceOs1 cTajb rpyau ¢peHunkca. OnHa-
KO, CTOSAITh HE MPUCTAJIO TaM, IJIe BCe JBMKETCS MOJ] 3BYKHU CKPH-
TNIOK, ¥ BaneHTnHa 3amopxajia 3a BEJOMBIM €€ TIAMEHEM.

Oma crapanacb CMOTPETb KyAa YTOJHO, HO TOJIbKO HE Ha MYX-



YHMHY, YTO TaK KPENKo NprkUMall ee K ceOe. Ban He cOmnach HU
pasy ¢ putma, noka Kcepkc He 3aroBopu.

— lymaio, Thl He pa3 3a/1aBajach BOPOCOM, MajieHbKasl (y-
pusi, MoYeMy U3 BCEX TBOUX MPEKPACHBIX cecTep 51 BBIOpas UMeH-
HO TeOs1. . . — [IpOTsiHY ero HU3KUI POKOUYIIUI rOJI0C MOYTH HAJl
CaMbIM €€ YXOM.

MammmHasibHO Banm okuHyna B3MISIOM 3aly, HaTHIKAsCh
Ha CBOMX IIIECTEPBIX CECTEP, TPEKPACHBIX KaK I'PeX, MEJIbKABIIIUX
TO TYT, TO TaM B TOJITIE C TEM WJIA UHBIM JIbSIBOJILCKUM KaBaJie-
pom. Bce onm Benu cebst iep3Ko, pa3Bs3HO, cMento. [ poMKo cme-
SUTMCh M HEe OOsTCh OTKPOBeHHO (hmproBath. [locnenHen ne-
BYIIIKa pasriisena CBOI0 MaTbh, UTO MOJyJIekaaa Ha CBOEM TpO-
He, OKPYXXEHHOU NmpuxBOCTHsIMU Kcepkca, Jyue3apHO UM yJIbl-
6asich M JacKkas pyKor OOHaXXEHHYIO TPyAb ONMMKAWIIEro K Hel
(penukca.

— Bol nonasu B camyio cyTb... — [JIyXo oTo3Banach IeByIlka,
OTrOPaXUBASICh OT BECEJIbsi CBOMX POMHBIX K CBOEMY COOCTBEH-
HOMY HECYACTbIO.

— Toi 3Haemb OTBET, KpacaBulia. Thl HE OX0XkA HA HUX, Yep-
HBIX, UCTIOpPYEHHBIX. S1 Bujen TBOM KapTuHbl. OHU MPEKPACHBI,
Kak 1 ux aBTop. Thl uricTa, oapeHHa, u s, Kak JUJIep CBOero KJjia-
Ha, JOJDKEH UMETh TaKylo keHy. BoeHHbIM Tpogen, He Nonb30-
BaHHbI HUKEM, KpOME MEHsl. — DTH CJIOBA OH MOAYEPKHYJ CBO-
€l JKECTKOM XBaTKOW, OCTaBJIsAs, O3 COMHEHUA, HA TOHKOU Jie-
BUYbEH TaMu OarpoBble CUHSIKU.

— OTKyna Bam 3HaTh, YTO s JOCTATOYHO 4YMCTa... — Havaa,



CHOBa MopIace, BanentnHa, HO xBarka Kcepkca jmib ycuim-
JIack.

— Cnyxu o tebe obnerenu Bcio [Ipencnogniorn. — OH oOna-
BaJl €€ YXO U 11110 CBOMM KapKUM JbIXaHUEM, U JEBYIIIKA Haya-
JIa OIIYIIATh TOIIHOTY, YTO B3OYHTOBAaJA keyaoK. — Ho rmaBHoe
TBOE JIOCTOMHCTBO, WA HEJOCTaTOK B TAKOM MecTe, Kak Al —
9TO MOKOPHOCTh. U ThI Oyaellib UCONHATH 000 MO Kanpus,
MaJsieHbKas pypusl.

Ee miaza moMuMO BOJIM MOJIBIXHYJIM OTHEM HErOJ0BaHUS,
u Ban He ycnena ckpeiTh 31010 0T Keepkca. OH yxBaTwil nasib-
LJaMH [IPaBOM PyKH, YTO A0 ITOTO CKUMAJI €€ JIalOHb, JIULIO Ae-
BYILIKH, HE J1aBasi OTBEPHYTHCSI.

— O, Tebe He Mo BKycy Mou TpeboBaHusi? — KpuBO yXMbLIb-
HYJICSI OH, JIacKasi OOJIBIIMM MaJIblieM OapxaT I0HO! mieku. — UyB-
CTBYIO, 4TO Oy[ly Hacla)JaThCsl TBOUM HEBOM, KOIJa Thl OKa-
KEIIIbCs TIOIHOCTBIO B MO BiacTh. S Hayay Tebs ipOCTH, IPUH-
necca.

BaneHTuHy TpscCIo, ¥ 3Ta IpOXKb C KaX/IbIM CJIOBOM €€ Bpara
npoOysK/1aia 4To-TO TEMHOE ITyOOKO BHYTpPH Hee, IpeBHee, Kak
cama ku3Hb. PeHUKC OKa3aJics MPOBULIEM Ha cell cueT. OH Tou-
HO BBIIYCTUT €€ UCTUHHYIO TPUPOY Ha Boi0. 1 B 3TOM OHa BO3-
6mnaropaput Kcepkca. He 6biBaTh TOMY, UYTOOBI (hypUIICKast TPUH-
ecca crajla Urpylikol B UbMX Obl TO HU ObLIO pyKax.

— JlaBaii ke, masieHbKas pypus, pazosznucsk. — [llentan Keepke
coBceM Omm3Ko. — [103BOJIb CBUPENOCTH CBEPrHYTDH MOKPOB T0-
CIIyIlIaHUs C TBOEW YepHOM Aylin. CTaHb TaKOM K€, KAK OHH, YTO-



OBl 51 cMOT O€e3 JIIOOBIX MIOMEX YHUUITOKUTH TBOKM KJIaH.

Jmkun B3 Ban ynepes B anblii BUXpb a3 peHukca. OH
y/IBIOAJICS M KMBKOM YKa3bIBaJ el 3a cruHy. OOepHyBIIUCH, 1e-
BYIIIKA YBMJEJA TO, YTO TaK 4YacTO MEJbKOM BUJENA B CTEHAX
3TOro 3aMKa. bimke K KaMeHHbIM HUIIAM, B KOTOPBIX ObUIH pac-
CTaBJIEHBI TAPUOBbIE PE3HBIE KYILETKH, HAUMHAJIa CBOE JIEVCTBHE
OprHs, 9TO B CKOPOM BPEMEHH OXBaTUT Bech 3a1. OOHaKeHHas
(ypus TaHueBana Ha cTONE, MPU3BIBHO M3rMOasCh CTPOUHBIM
TenoM. Ee Koka TauHCTBEHHO CHsljla B CBETE UEPHbBIX CBEYEH,
maibHas YIbI0Ka MaHWIa K cede. M IeMOHBI, YTO JIMIIb BHEIITHE
ObLIIM NOXOkHU Ha JIIOJeW, HO BHYTpY ObUIM YepHee Oe3/IHbl, pU-
OJIMXKAINCh K HEll CO BCEX CTOPOH.

BaneHTrHa medanbHO YIBIOHYNACh M, MEPECHIIMB XBaTKY
Kcepkca, noBepHysa kK HeMy MOTYXILUI B3IJISL.

— Moe Bpems yiTH... — TuX0, HO HEMPEKJIOHHO MPOU3HEC-
Ja (ypusi, NOUysB CTPaHHYIO CHJIy B CBOeM rosnoce. — Bbl xke
HE XOTUTE paHbllie BPEMEHH MOCBSITUTh CBOIO HEBECTY B PAIOCTH
IUIOTCKUX yTex?

VapiOka Keepkca crionsna ¢ ero smia, pesue 0003HauMBIIAS
XUIIHUYECKUe YepThl. JKeBaky 3aurpajii Ha ero cKysax, Kormua
OH CKBO3b 3yObI ITPOM3HEC:

— Tbl MO3HaEIIb UX JIUIITH CO MHOM, 1 He Oy/Iellb yBUAEHA HU-
keM. JIlumb Mos, gymon u tenoM. [Toka He Hackyunib. — OTIny-
CTHUB PYKY C ee Juua, (heHUKC ciesial miar Hasajl. B3goxHys noi-
HOM I'PY/IBIO, OH OLYTHJI 3aM1aX CTPACTH, YTO HAYMHAII HATIOIHSATh
KOMHATy HapaBHE C BIIOJIHE OYE€BUAHBIMU 3ByKamu. — CKopo...



a MoKa, MapIil B CBOI0 KoMHaty. — Pe3ko npousnec Kcepke, sicHo
naBast IOHATH Bas, Kak ObIBaeT HeTeprenuB ee OymIyIid MyxK.
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Crapasice He cMOTpeTh 0 CTopoHaM, Bai Obuia Oosee yuem
rOTOBA UCTIOJHUTD NpUKa3 (peHukca. Kaxasiil pa3 pa3spar, 4ro
3aBepIai TOT WM WHOW Oall, 3aCTaBJIsUT IEBYIIKY CKPBIBATHCS
B THUILMHE CBOEM KOMHAThl. BaJleHTHHA MCIIBITBIBAIa OTBpAIlle-
HME K MacCOBBIM CHOLIEHUSM, XOTb M CaM aKT HE Kazajics eu
Mep3kuM. OpHako BaneHTnHa cunrana, 4to MOg0OHOE JOKHO
MIPOUCXOIUTH TIO JOOBU M MEXIy IBYMS, a HE U3 TIOXOTU MHO-
’KECTBA, CJIOBHO 00E3yMEBILIMX B CBOEM MApOKCU3ME CTPACTH.

IIbiTasick ckpbIThCs ceityac, Bas nepenia Ha Ger U ycroko-
WJIACh, JIMIIb OYYTUBLIMCh BO ThbME M TULIMHE KOPUIOpPA Aajb-
Hero Kppuia. IIpuciiOHMBIIMCH CIIMHOM K YyTh TEILUIOMY KaMHIO
CTEHBI, TEMIIepaTypa KOTOPOro MNajiaja JIMIIb Ha Mapy IpaaycoB
C HAaCTYIUIEHHeM HOuM, BajleHTHHa nbITajach yHATb OEIIEHO CTY-
yaniee cepaue. JIMIb OquH TaHel OHa CMOIVIA BBIAEPKATh C HUM.
Ho Bcio u3Hb? D70 ObLIO BHIIIE e npeaena. OHa He CMOKET. . .
Ho kak ke cempsa? Oka3aBIINCh B OJUHOYECTBE, MBICJIA CHOBA
HAaOpOCHJIMCh Ha JEBYIIKY CBOMMHM COMHEHUSIMH U CTPaXaMH.

BoIpoBHSIB cOOCTBEHHOE COMBYMBOE IbIXxaHHe, BaneHTuHa
chymana, Kak cepiie OTOMBaeT POBHBIA PUTM B €€ BHCKax
U ycriokavBajack. K Takol MeuTany oHa pYBbIYHA C IETCTBA.
U 310 cpabaThIBajio BCAKMI pa3, Kak ee JOCTaBaIld CECTPhl U Ma-
JoneTHUi OpaT, HO He ceityac. CeroaHs peasbHOCTh ObliIa CHJTb-
Hee. BeomuHas nocnegHuil yac, BaneHTHHa Bce SIBCTBEHHEU



0CO3HaBaJIa, YTO HE CMOXKET CeJaTh TO, 4ero ot Hee XotaT. OHa
HE CTAaHET *keHOW (peHHMKca. MOXKET TOro M XoTella €€ CEMbsS —
cOBITh TIOJIAJIbIIIE HEYTAUHYI0 POICTBEHHMITY, HO cama Bas sToro
He skesasa. OHa yiJeT Juiilb 0 CBOEU BoJie M HU ubell nHou. Ee
KJIaH CWJIbHBIN. Beb He 3pst OH TPOTUBOCTOSLT (PEHUKCAM CTOJTb-
KO BeKOB. Tak cripaBuUTCS U Tereph, HO Oe3 Hee.

Bce npuctasibHeli BIIsSiABIBAsACh B HOUb, BajieHTHHA oliyIia-
Jla OCTpoe keJlaHue BhIpBaThcs U3 3TOM KieTku. Kak crpanHoO,
YTO CHs MOTPeOHOCTh BO300Jaaia B Hel Jiuib ceidvac. Mm
MIPOCTO yXKac mepe]] CBabOOl C CaJUCTOM TEPECHITUIT ee TPO-
IJTbIE CTPAX¥ HEM3BECTHOCTH Uy:KOro sl Hee Mupa? Ho kak Obl
TO HU ObLIO, Ban yBepeHHO 1IarHysa Brepes U paciaxHysa Tsi-
JKEJYI0 CTBOPKY OKHA, YTO IMPOH3UTEIbHO CKPUITHYJIA PKaBbIMU
nerisiMud. OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH JIEBYIIIKA 3aMepJia, TPUCTYIIIBa-
SICb K MOCTOPOHHUM 3ByKaM. Ho o ee molere 3HaJsia JvIIb OHA
cama. M mOMBICIUTh HUKTO HE MOT, YTO 10 APOKH MPABUIbHON
Banentune npuaer HeuTO MOJOOHOE B TOJIOBY.

Crowio JUIb OTKPHITECS OKHY, BajieHTuHY TyT %€ 001aio
’KapoM HouU. BriisiyipiBasick B OarpoBbie TEHH AaIeKO BHU3Y, (y-
pUsi JIMIIIb MUT COMHEBAJIACh, HO 3aTEM OOEPHYJIACh IIMOM U I10-
Hecsach Mpoyvb. Bee ObicTpee, MojixBaueHHAs TOPIBAM 3HOMHO-
ro Berpa. Bce gasnbiiie OT 10Ma, CTEHBl KOTOPOTO HE MOKUJAIa
HUKOT/IA.

Jlerets Tak nonro oHa He Moria. BonHeHue cOuBaso ¢ HyxX-
Horo HacTposi. I Bas npuiiiock npu3eMimThCst WM KaK BBIIILIO
B ee ciyvae npurnecounThesi. Y He coBcem MSrko. PyxHyB Ha Ko-



JIEHU CO BCEro Maxy, JIEBYIIIKAa HE CMOTJIa C/IEPXkaTh CTOHA OOJIH.
OrnsaeBIIMCh IO CTOPOHAM, OHA C JJOCAT0H OCO3HANA, UTO Yiie-
TeJa He TaK Jajieko, Kak XoTesoch Obl. Ee okpyskau rycroie 3a-
POCIT TEPHOBHMKA, YTO OBbLIM BBIPAIIEHbI 3[IECh JIUIIb C OHOU
HEJIbI0 — 3aTPYIHUTD MPOXOKAEHUE K IUTAIEIIH.

Yro K, pa3 He MOMYYHUIIOCH cpasy, morpodyem ere. CHOBa
U cHOBa ypusi 000paurBaIach ABIMKOW, OTJIETasi BCe JTaJIbIle
oT 3amka. M morna Obl U jajbllie Tak JeTeTh YphIBKaMH, HO,
HE 3Has MEeCTHOCTH MOXHO YTOIUTh B CMOJISIHYIO TOIb WJIM Jia-
BOBYIO peKy. M mycTh OHa OTHEHHOWM Pachl, HO JIaXke OHA He BbI-
JEPKUT CTOJb IPOU TEMITEPATY PH.

Tak yto nmpunUIOoCh UATH NieKkoM. Bot Torna Ban cronkny-
Jlack ¢ HoBOM mpoGeMoid. HeynoOHbIe carmoru ¢ BHICOKUMU Kao-
JIyKaM¥ ObLJTM COBEPIIIEHHO HETPUTO/IHBI K ITTUTEIbHBIM ITPOTYJI-
KaM T10 aJICKO MECTHOCTH, M300UTYIOIIEH IECKOM U CKaJIbHBIM
KaMEHHUCTbIM TPYHTOM. TO M JeJI0 CHOTHIKAsCh U YepPThIXasiCh
cebe 1107 HOC, BasleHTHA, HAaKOHEI], OCTAHOBHJIACh U OOJI0OMa-
JIa K 4epTsM cOOaYbUM 3TH TOHKHE TTAJIKU, YTO OCMENTJIACH Ha-
3BaThCsl KaOykaMu. 3aBepiunB padoTy pyk cBouX, BaneHTnHa
ocCTaJach I0BOJIbHA, XOTh UJTU CTAJIO HE HAMHOTO YIOOHE! Ha UC-
KPUBJIEHHOM MOJIOIIIBE, HO TO BCE € ObLIO JIyYIlle, YeM MPex/e.

KpoBaBble cymepku yKpbIBaJIM €€, HO BCe Ke JJaBast XOTh Ma-
Jiefiiiee pejcTaBieHre 00 OKpyskatoieM ee mupe. B Any penko
I/l lapuia HerporisiiHasl ThMa. B OCHOBHOM OrOHb, BBIPbIBAB-
IIAIACS U3 PA3JIOMOB B MOPOJIE, JaBaJl JOCTATOYHO CBETA, HAPS LY
C 3apeBOM OT JIABOBBIX MOTOKOB. CiyImasi 3ByKM HOYH, UYTO CO-



CTOSUIM U3 3aBbIBAaHMS BETPA U TPECKA OTHA I/Ie-TO HEMONAJIEKY,
BaneHnTtuHa To 1 110 OMIAABIBAJIACh HA3a/ ¥ 3aMHUpajia Ha MECTe.
OmHa xiaja, 9To BOT-BOT OOBSIBUTCS MOTOHSI 32 HE, U He 3Hala
pafoBaThCs WM HET, YTO TIOKa Ha TOPU3OHTE OBLIIO TUXO.

B KOHIle KOHIIOB €i1 Ha/l0eno WATH, HO U Ha OOJbIINE pac-
CTOsIHMSA OHa He MomnIa nepeMecturbes. [loatomy Ban npuaup-
YMBO OCMaTpHUBaJla PACCTOSIHUE BIepeu ceOsl U, OCTaBasCh J10-
BOJILHOW YBUJIEHHBIM, II€peJieTajla Ha METPOB JECAThb-/1BaALATh
Bepen. Tak fesno momuio ObicTpee, XOTs M ycTaBaTh OHA Haya-
na crpemutenbHee. [locie Takux MPBIKKOB ei BCKope moTpedy-
eTcsl OCHOBaTeNbHbI OTAbIX. HO 0 cHe He MOrIo ObITh U peyu.
He B ee B3BMHUEHHOM cocTosiHMM. YTO )€ aenars? Benp Bnepe-
11 He ObLIO Jake HaMeKa Ha XOTh KPOIIEYHYIO Tenepy, B KOTo-
POii AEBYIIKA MOIJIA OBl YKPBITHCS M OTAOXHYTh.

HenpuBbluHas K JOATMM IyTEHIECTBUSAM, KHU)KHAsA 3aTBOP-
HMIIA, BajleHTHHA yXke He B NIEPBBIN pa3 MOXKaJela O CBOEH pUC-
KOBOM 3atyMke. OHaKo, OHA HU 32 YTO OBl HE TOBEPHYJIA Ha3a].
Tonbko He B nanbl Keepkcea. ..

3amgymaBimch 00 3ToM 37100HOM heHUKce, Ban nepemectu-
Jach 3a OOLUIMPHBINA KOMIOUYMI KYCTAPHUK M, OOPETS TEJIECHYIO
opmy, He oOHapy:xuIIa ormopsl 1o Horamu. OKa3aBIIKCh B CBO-
OOIHOM TIOJIeTe, IEBYIIKA, PACKUHYB PYKH, YBU/IENA, YTO OKa3a-
JIach JIETAEW BHUA3 TOJIOBOM C KPYTOTO CKJIOHA, YTO HAUMHAJICA
3a KyCTapHUKOM U OOpPBIBAJICS B IIMPOKOI JOJIMHE AaJIeKO BHU-
3y. U, moxosxe, Mo rnpusemieHuu ee OyIyT BCTpeyars.

He ymes TOUYKM OMopel 1 MOPaJIbHOM KOHILIEHTPALIMU JIs Jie-



MaTepuaIn3alyy B JBIMHOE COCTOsIHUE, Ban Buaena, kak crpe-
MUTENIBHO MpuOImKaercs 3emiist. M 4To Xyke 3TOro, AeByIIKa
pasnymiia HesicHble (PUTYphl, YTO JIBUTAJIMCh B €€ HallpaBlie-
HUY Ha JHE 3JI0CYaCTHOro oBpara. Ho BpeMeHu Ha IaHuKy y Hee
He ocTajiock. CTOMIIO JIMIIb € KAMHEM PYyXHYTb HA TIPUJIMYHBIE
BAJTyHBI CJIaHIIA, 00IMpPasi B KPOBb PYKU U HOTH, KaK €€ CO3HAHUE
3aBOJIOKJIA TIeJIeHa MpakKa, Iorpykas ee B 0e3/1Hy OecriaMsITCTBa.
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«0, Bce ngemonbl Ana! Yto k Tak mioxo-1o?!» — ObLIO mep-
BOU MbICTIBIO BasieHTHHBI nocsie ee mpoOysxaenus. Heyxenu ona
BBITIJIa CBEPX MEpPHI Ha OAJTy B YeCTh THS CBOETO POXKICHUS, Pa3
roJIoBa roTOBAa BOT-BOT B30pBaThCs OT 001. OTKPbIB MEIJIEHHO
I71a3a, JEBYIIKA TYT ke 3aKMypuiach BHOBb. He MoskeT xke 31oro
ObITh!... VI TyT BOCHOMUHAHMSI OOPYIIMIIMCH HA Hee, BO3BpaIlast
B HeNpuIIsaHoe Hacrosiuee. [la, oHa Oblia Ha Oany, HO HE W3-
3a CBOMX MPOXUTHIX ABAJIATH OJHOTO rofja Ha 3TOM MPauyHOM
cBeTe. A B YyecTb IIOMOJIBKU C (PeHUKCOM, OT KOTOPOTro OHa cOe-
’Kajia U3 OTYEro JoMa U cervac okasasacsk. .. Hu MHoro He maiio
B IUIEHY !

Cesa3aHHOM 10 pyKaM U Horam, BaneHTuHa siexana, Kak me-
IIOK ¢ MyCOPOM Y OJHOM U3 YEPHBIX NAJIATOK, YTO MOTYKPYTOM
BBICTPOWJIMCh Y TIOXOJHOTO KOCTpa, HaJl KOTOPbIM Ha OTPOMHOM
BepTelie Kapuiach Liesasi OCBeKeBaHHas Tylla. [leBylka aaxe
rajgath 60s71ach, KeM ObLT paHbllle HBIHEITHUIA 00e/.

— A BOT M Haa mramka npocHyiaacs! — IlpoGacuit kTo-TO
3a ee CIHMHOM.

[Moutn cpasy ke ee rpy0O CXBATHIM 3a TYTO CKpydYeHHBIE
PYKM U MOCTaBWJIM Ha 3aTeKIue HOru. bonb mpoHecnach crpe-
JION Yepe3 Bce MOMATOE MafeHUeM Teslo Ball, BHOBb 3aKOPOTHB
Ha MIHOBeHuUe 3peHue. M korna To BHOBb COU3BOJINIIO BEPHYTh-
cs, OHa OOHapyXuja cedsl B TVIOTHOM KOJIbIIE OTPOMHBIX MYK-



yrH. B Konmbuyrax, ¢ 0OOBETpeHHBIMU HEOPUTBIMU TPYOBIMU JIH-
aMH ¥ OTPOMHBIMM MO3OJUCTBIMU PYUHMIIIAMU, KOTOPBIMHU T€
TYT e OlIyNai HOBYIO HaxoKy. ®PeHukchl! M 31ech 311 3710CT-
Hble TBapu. Heyxenu Kcepkce-Taku cymen ee uznosuth? M Tak
ckopo? Ho nocroiite! OHa *e eie Ha 3emiisix pypuii! Kakoro
gyepTa TOT OTPsIT 3a0bLT HA IyKOU TeppUTOpUM ?

— Kr0 310 Y Hac TyT Takon xopomeHbkuii? — Tem BpeMeHem
TOJIOCUJI TOT, KTO IIPUBEJ €€ B UyBCTBA CBOMM I'pyObIM oOpaliie-
HueM. — Oypus He nHaue! Ha 31uX 3eMiiaX MX TbMa ThbMyLIas,
HO ellle HU OJTHA He ObLJIa CTOJIb TITyTIa, YTOOBI OTBAXKUTHCS B OJIH-
HOYKY HaBECTUTh HAC.

['HycHbIE CMENIKM pa3Jaluch B MX TECHOM KaMIIAaHUM,
1 10 Bais co ckpurnom Havyasao JOXOAUTh (BUAHO, CUJIBHO K€ OHA
yAapyIach MaKylIKOM), UTO €CJIM OHA Celvac He PeIIpUMET Ye-
ro-HUOY/Ib O0JIee pa3yMHOT'0, YeM €€ TPEKJIATHIN MoOer, TO ObITh
eyl 37Iech U ceruac UCTEpP3aHHOM HACMEPTh KYUKOH cOIapOHOB.
Kotopele, o Bceil BUAUMOCTH, €lle HE 3HAIOT JMYHOCTHU, YTO
CBAJIUJIACH HA UX TOpsTUrE ToJIoBbL. M 3TOT (DaKT I0MKEH ChIrpaTh
el Ha PYKYy, €CJIM KOHEYHO Ceil TOOJECTHBI OTPsJ HAXOAUTCS
B nogurHeHun y Keepkca.

— BBl JOJKHBI HEMEUIEHHO MEHs OTIYCTUTh! — 3aBomnuia
Ban, crapasich npuaarth roiocy XoTb TOIUKY yBepeHHocTH. Ho,
KaXeTcsl, y Hee He BBIIILIO, pa3 YIMBJICHHbIE B3IJISAbl CMEHUJIMCh
I'POMKHM XOXOTOM, UTO OIJIYUIWJIM TUIEHHUILY HE XYK€ HeJJaBHe-
o yJapa o 3eMJII0.

— Koneuno, ornycrtum, ngymedka! Kro crioput? — IIponomkan



MEP3KO CKaIUThCSA (DEHUKC, UTO JIepKal ee MEepTBON XBAaTKOW,
TECHO NPYKUMasi K cebe 1 001aBasi THWIBIM JbIXaHueM. — Bot
NIOZIAPMILIb HAM Karulio 3HAMEHUTOMN (DypPUNCKOM JIACKH. . .

— Her! — C xapom obopBana Ban Harrenia. — § U3 koposieB-
CKOU ceMbHU 1 Bbl HE CMeeTe MHe Takoe Tpejararh! I cama BbI-
Ovpaio, KOro OJapuBaTh CBOMM BHUMaHHUEM! — 3710CTh TIPOCHY-
Jlack B HeW BHe3arHo. MM MOXeT ee CIIPOBOLMPOBAJIO OTBPA-
IIEHUE K TYXJIOMY 3amaxy, YTo IUIO OT MYKUYKHBI, JePKaBIIErO
ee, Bas He 3Hama. OJHAKO OHA OKMHYJIA KYUYKY MY’KJIaHOB BOKPYT
Ha/IMEHHBIM B30POM U IPOJOJIKMIA HE MEHEE IAPCTBEHHBIM TO-
HOM. — Celyac B 3aMKe MOJIUCHIBAETCS MUPHBIN JJ0TOBOP, U BB
BpSAJ JIM XOTUTE BBICTYIUTh MPOTUB 3TOIO CBOMMH IMOCTBIHBI-
mu nevictBusmu. [lymato, uto Bar BoeHauaibHUK Kcepke Oyner
OYeHb OrOpPUeH, €CJM y3HAeT 00 3TOM HEMPHUATHOM MHIIA/ICHTE. ..

Tenepb MyXUMHBI XMYPO B3WpaJIi Ha CBOIO BHE3AITHYIO JIET-
Kylo 100br4y. Ilopaseneubcst xotenoch kaxaomy. Ho Hu kTo
HE XOTeJ BbI3BaTh THEB Kcepkca, TyT OHa monasna B TOUKy. Bop-
Yya ¥ pyrasch, OHM Ha4aJId paCXOAMUTHCS 110 CBOMM AesiaM. Pagom
OCTaJIACh JIMIIIb TPOE, 14 TOT, YTO IMPOAOJIKAJI €€ HEIAJHO CTUC-
KUBAaTh.

— OtKyza Thl 3Haelb 0 MUpHOM nakTe? — Cripocuit Hanbosee
CEPbE3HBIY U BIMATENbHBIM U3 HUX. Ero TeMHBIN B3I TPOH3AIT
Ban cBoelt mogo3pUTesIbHOCTHIO.

— Ha uyto Ml ee ciaymaeM? KTo y3Haer o ee ncue3HOBEHUM ? —
He yHumancs teM BpeMeHeM ee KOHBOUD, Y KOTOPOTro BUAMMO
CJIMIIKOM 3yZ€eJ10 B ITaHax. OH He nepecraBal TEPEThCS O CBOIO



TUIEHHUITY, O€3 COMHEHUs TPEJCTaBIIsIsA ee YyXe Moja COOoM. —
DTa ke NpocTo ouepeaHas pypurckas norackyxa. M rpaxarscs
eil TonpKo B pasocth. OHM Bee Takue! PacckasbiBasiv MHE Mpo
TO, YTO TBOPUTCS 32 CTEHAMM UX LUTaaesm!

Ho crapinero heHrkca He BrieyamviIa )anoda cCBoero 0oeBo-
0 TOBApPUINA, TAK KAK OH MPOIOJIKAI XMYPO OypPaBUTD B3IJISAOM
YepHbIX IIa3 MOJIOAYI0 0CO0Y, OOBEIIAHHYIO IParolieHHOCTSIMH,
KaK aJIMa3HbIil PYAHUK, IIBIKHYB B CBOIO OUYepe/lb Ha MJIAJIIIEro
conjara.

— 41 xe ckazanma. 51 ogHa... 3 mpuaBOpHBIX Bemmkon Aba-
noHHBL. — UyTh 3amsiiack Ban, He kesast pacKpbiBaTh CBOEH MC-
TUHHOW MPUHAIJIE)KHOCTU K (pypuiickor auHacTuu. — CeronHs
B IIUTa/1e Oajl B Y4eCTh TIOMOJIBKY Balllero TeHepajia ¢ OIHOW
U3 NIPUHIIECC, B LEJIAX 3aKTI0YEHUS MUPA.

— Hy u nouemy 1b1 He Ha Gany? [ToGmu3ocTH OT CBOEI KOpO-
neBbl? — BorpocutenbHO B3/iepHY OpoBb (peHuKC. Ban pemia,
YTO IJIABEHCTBO B 9TOM IIallKe UMEHHO 3a HUM, pa3 OH TaK yBe-
PEHHO BeJI C HEW pa3roBop.

— MHe... Hackyuw10 TaM. — Bemanuna Bain, He cBoas ¢ Hero
CBOMX YECTHBIX I1a3. Beqb TO, 4TO OHa roBopuiia, ObUIO0 OTYACTU
npasioi. — U s pemmnia nporyastecs. [logpiaTh HOUHOM cBe-
JKECTBIO. .. TIOKA CIIYYaliHO HE PyXHyJIa C TOro OOpbIBa.

— He cnmmkom ke Tl ipeaHa cBoel Tocnoxe, pas Opocuia
€e pajau mporyiku. — XMbIKHYJI OH, OIJIs/IbIBasi €€ 3arlbUIeHHbIN
MIOMSITBIN HApsIZl, KOTOPHIA XOTh U TMOTpenascs, HO He yTpaTi
Omecka OorarcTBa. — JlomycTum, 9TO THI HE JIKEIb.



— U BB oriyctute MeHA? — YK CIMIIKOM IOCHEIIHO BOC-
npsiia IyxoM Bai, Ho 3aBuieB MpayHyl0 MUHY TJ1aBapsi, ObICTPO
CHMKJIA.

— TBotwo cynpOy permmt Keepke. Mbl puIiuin Ha STH MPOKJIS-
Thl€ 3eMJIU ¢ HUM. VI HOUyeT OH 311eCh, B3aMEH MATKUM [EpUHAM
TBOETO 3aMKa, [J€ 3alPOCTO MOKHO IMOJYyYUTh HOX MEX JIOMa-
ToK. CKOpPO OH BEpPHETCSI M PEIIUT, 4To Jeiath ¢ Tobon. — Coi-
JiaT BbIpa3uiIcs MPENENbHO SICHO, HE HAMEPEBAsICh MEHATh CBOE-
IO pelieHus. YX0jsi TPovb CO CBOUMHU JPY3bsIMU BIITyOb JIareps,
OH OCTaBWJI TIPUKA3 ee OXpaHHUKY. — Dakap, OpoCh 3Ty KPOIIKY
B KPaWHIOIO MaJaTKy U IJ1a3 C Hee He CIyCKaH, MOKa KOMaHIup
HE BEpHETCS.

— Byger... cnenano. — ®bIpKHYN yAepKUBAOIIUN ee Oyrai
¥ TIOTAIIWIT 32 CKPIOYEHHBIE PYKHU 32 COOOM.

[TuckuHyB ot 60su, Ban TyT ke CIOTKHY/IAaCh HA HEYCTONYH-
BBIX HOTaX U MOYTH yraa Obl, €CJIM CONIAT He JepsKail Obl ee Tak
Kpenko. A Tak pPyKH JIMIIIb CHJIbHEE OXBaTUIa OO0Jb, CKpPyUUBasi
MBILILBI PACKAJIEHHOU ITPOBOJIOKOM.

— [onumm! — PaBkHyn (peHUKC, IBHO pa310Ccai0BaHHbIA OTME-
HOW paspiieueHusl. He epeMoHsCh C BCXJIMIIBIBAIONIEH HA KaX-
JoM mary ¢pypuei, OH 3aTOJKaJl e B YepHYI0 HEOOJBIIYIO Ta-
JIaTKy u3 Ope3eHTa W JIajieKO He JIACKOBO IIBBIPHYJT HA YTpam-
6oBanHyI0 3emmio. OKa3aBIIMCh Y HOT' CBOETO OXpaHHUKaA, Bas
IbITAIach CAEaTh INIOTOK BO3yXa, YTO BHIIIMOJO U3 €€ JIETKUX
najgeHueM. — Hu yrelieHusi, Hu BBITUBKY HE MOy4y M3-3a TBO-
€ro JIMHHOTO S13bIKa, NapivBKa! TobKo Ha JIMIIHUK 1030p Ha-



pBaJICs. ..

OH npoAoITKaT YePTHIXaThCs, BRI/ HAPYKY U TIOCITYIITHO 3a-
MepeB BO WCIHOJHEHUU TpuKaza. OrsaeBIIMch MO CTOPOHAM,
Baut He Halia HUYero nosie3Horo st ceds. 31ech Jaxke He ObLUIo
TIohsIKa, Ha KOTOPBI OHA MOTJIa OBl 3a0paThCsl C KECTKOM TOpsI-
yeii 3emutn. CBSI3aHHBIE PYKY ¥l HOTH YOUBAJIH €€ CBOel arOHUeH,
HO B cBOeM OeciradariHoMm nobere Ban He mogymanack mpuxsa-
TUTh ¢ COOOM Jlake MaJleHbKHIA HOK. BoT ymHuna-to! M3smyuus-
IIUCh CBOMM JIOJITMIM TTOXOZOM U HEPBHBIM HAIPSI)KEHUEM B CJIO-
BECHOM Tepernajke, Bas rotoa Obiia pa3peBeThCst OT O€3bICXO/I-
Hoctu. CoBcem ckopo ciofa siButcsi Keepke. M kakoB xe Oy-
JeT 11 HeTO CIOPIIpU3, OOHAPYKUB CBOI0 HEBUHHYIO MaJIEHbKYIO
HEBECTY CBSI3AHHOW U T'PSI3HOU B OTHOW U3 MaJaTOK CBOUX COJ-
nar! Kak xe oH Oyzet paj... OTOpBaTh el rojioBy yxke ceivac!

Eit HyxHO BbIOpaTbhcs orciona. Ho kak? Ecnm ona paxe
He B clJlaxX M30aBUThCS OT MyT. MOXeT el ynactcsi o0paTuThes
B 16iM? Ceituac, kak ke! OHa 4yTh He BBIpyOMIach CHOBa B Oec-
TUTOJHBIX MOTyrax. [lomuaca MOMBITOK HYU K YeMy He TPUBEIIH.
[ToT cTrekan ¢ Hee py4bsIMHU, TOJIOBA paCKAJIBIBAJIACh OT HAITPSIKE-
HMSI, a OHA TaK M OCTaJach Ha TOM CaMOM MecTe, KyJa ee, Kak
KyJIb C MyKOH, cOpocuit peHuKC. JInbo BepeBKH ObLIN 3aroBO-
PEHHBIMH, JTHOO OHA HETIO3BOJIUTEILHO OBICTPO HUCUEpIIasia BECh
CBOH Marmueckui noreHimat. U ¢ ee-to 6e33a00THOCTHIO CKO-
pee Bcero BTopoe, ueM nepoe. CecTpbl HUKOTIa Obl HE MONaIu
BIIPOCAK TaK, KaK yMyApPWJIACh OHA, Jake He MOKUHYB (pypHii-
CKHX 3eMmelib. 1 nogesom en.



3a HEMMEHUEM JIpYyIruX BapUaHTOB, Basl B N3HEMOXEHNH 3a-
Apemala, TO ¥ IeNIO B3/IparuBasi B OKUIAHUU CBOEH CyIbOBI-3J10-
JefKY B BUZIE Pa3rHEBAHHOTO (PeHUKca ¢ OOIBITION OYKBBI «Ko».
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CKoJBKO AJIIICS €€ HECTIOKOMHBIN COH, Bail He Moruia 3Hath,
HO B TOJIHOE CO3HAHUE €€ MPUBEJH YbU-TO IPpyOble PyKH, UTO
HETO3BOJIMTENIBHO CMEJIO IIAPUJIM 110 €€ CBSI3aHHOMY 3aJiepeBe-
HesoMy Teny. [Ipoxp oTBparieHus nmpodexana rno cnuHe Bai,
KOT'J]a OHa paclaxHyJla Ila3a ¥ HaTKHYJIach Ha MOXOTJIUBYIO (bu-
3MOHOMMIO ee oXpaHHHMKa. He oOpaias BHUMaHusI Ha ee Ipo-
OyxaeHue, (PeHNKC yBJIeUeHHO 3aHUMAJICS ee paszieBaHueM. To
€CTh MBITAJICS, HO (DYPUIICKUIA HapsiT HE MOJIABAJICS TOPOILIH-
BBIM JPOXKAIUM MYKXCKMM pyKaMm. PeHHKC TO U A0 OIJIs/Ibl-
BAJICS] HA BXOIHOM KJIANaH MajaTKu, OyATO oracasch, 4TO KTO-TO
MOXeET HapylIUTh CHe MUJIOe yeauHeHue. Ban He cmoria crep-
NeTh Yy’KUe MPUKOCHOBEHHUS], ellle He CTOJIb MHTUMHBIE, HO yxke
6mm3kue K Tomy. OHa Hanpsiack BCEM TEJIOM, Pe3KO B3OpPbIK-
HYB B IIOITBITKE COPOCUTD C ceOs1 HarJiena.

— Cnesp ¢ Mens! — [Ipommnena Bai, npoxka HeromoBaHUeEM,
CMEUIaHHBIM CO CTPAXOM.

— A Hy, 3arkHuch! — [locnenoBan pe3kuil OTBET HapsdLy
CO 3BOHKOM MOIIEUYMHOM, OT KOTOPOil rojioBa BajieHTHBI BHOBb
OOJILHO yAapuiiach O 3eMITIO.

[Toka neBymika, Moprasi OT MOACTYNUBIIUX CJIE3, MbITAACh
YHSTb 3BOH B YIIIaX, HACUJIbHUK TEM BPEMEHEM YCIIeJl pa300paTh-
sl C MEJIKMMH KpIouKaMu KopceTa. Terepb HI4eM He CKPBITYIO
rpyab Bast oOxuran skapkuii aJcKHii BO31yX, OHAKO €ro ObICTPO



CMEHWUJIM MO3OJIUCTbIE JIAIOHU COJJIATa, YTO MPUHSIUCH Hella -
HO TepeOuTh HEeXKHYIO TUI0Th. CMHUHAS U CUITBHO TOIIMTIBIBAS €,
(beHMKC TOBOJIBHO YTO-TO OOpPMOTAJT, HE TIepecTaBasi ep3aTh Bep-
XOM Ha CBOEW KepTBE, KOTOpasi Hayasla MPOTECTYIOIIEE XHBIKATb.

Tenepb ciie3bl, HE CKPbIBAsICh, TEKJIM MO IIeKaM BajeHTu-
HbI. CTpax Oosbilie He CKOBBIBAJ el cepylle. beccribHast ApoCcTh
Ha cBoe OOE3JBMKEHHOE 3aTeKllee Teslo coTpsicaja (ypuio
KpYIHOU Jpoxblo. He jkenas noinyvars HOBBIX YAAPOB B MOMbIT-
Ke 0OOOMTHUCh MaJIOl KpOBbIO, Bast cBepimina (peHnKca spoCTHBIM
B30POM, JINXOPAJA0YHO OOyMBIBAS IIYTH CIIACEHHMS.

— Jla He Tpsicuch Thl Tak ! — CHOBA MPUTITYIIEHHO MPUKPUKHYJT
Ha Hee congar. — He yOynet ot Teds. HeGochk 1 He Takoe Bbije-
JIbIBAJIa 32 CTeHaMu cBoero yeprora. K Tomy e, Thl 10J1KHA MHE
32 BHEYPOUYHYIO BaxTy!

XOXOTHYB CBO€H OCTpoOTe, (PEHHUKC MepeBUHYJICS K HOram
csi3aHHON (pypuu. [IpoBesasi pykamu 1o ee Oepam, yTSHYTHIX
B IJIOTHYIO Y€PHYIO KOXKY, KOTOPBIX HE ObLJIO HUKAKOW BO3MOX-
HOCTU pa3opBaTh, OH OCTAHOBWJICS y JKE€JIaHHOM Pa3BWJIKU Je-
BUYbUX HOT. XMYpO MOKOCHUBIIMCh Ha MIPOYHO CBSI3AHHBIE JIO-
JBbDKKM TUIEHHMIIBI, OH C KAKUM-TO COXaJIEHUEM IPOBEJ JIaJ10-
HBIO 110 MOJIOYHBIM XOJIMMKaM TpylIel, YTO TaK U XOJWIU XO[y-
HOM OT BO3MYILIEHHOTO 3JIOCTBIO JAbIXaHUSI.

— Her, pa3BszbiBath Te0s1 He OyneM. — [Tpo6opmoTast heHHKC,
pe3Ko onpokubiBasi Basm Ha OOK M CHJIbHBIM PHIBKOM CTSITUBAsI
JIOCHUCTYIO KOXY OpIOK ¢ ee Oenep.

A BOT Ternepb NaHuKa caBuiia AEBUYbIO TPY/b, JIUILAS KaTHO



IoTaeMoro Bo3ayxa. YyBCTBYsl, Kak roiyio KOxXy Oenep u siro-
JMI] LaparaioT MeJKue Kamylnkd, Bam Hadana OemieHO M3BU-
BaTbcsl BceM TesnoM. Kpenko cTucHYB 3yObl, 4TOObl HU OAMH
KPUK HE BBIPBAJICS U3 ropjia U HE NPUBJIEK JIMIIHETO BHUMa-
HUsI CHAPYKH, (pypHsi BO3HAMEPUJIACh MPUIIOKUTh BCE CBOU YCU-
JIMs1, HO He JOMyCTUTh (heHrKca erne Onmvke K cBoemy Teny. Con-
JaT ke, TeM BpeMeHeM OOHaKaBILUil CBOIO CaMyl0 BaXKHYIO 4acCTb
Tesa, 37I00HO YEPTHIXHYJICS Ha BHE3AITHOE COMPOTUBJIEHHE U CHO-
Ba 3aHeC HaJ| CBOeW kepTBoM Kynaku. OnuH yaap npuiiesncs Ban
B BHCOK, Y BCIIBIXHYBIIIHE TYT K€ 3B€3/Ibl B IV1a3aX JaJIM OLIyTH-
MBI/ TOJTYOK BBICOKOOKTAHOBOM (DYpPHUICKOU SIPOCTH, YTO CJIUIII-
KOM JIOJITO JpeMaJjia B HEu.

He oco3HnaBasi, 4To jenaer, 1efCTBYsl CKOpee MHCTUHKTHUBHO,
HEXEJIM OCHOBBIBASCh HAa 3HAHMA, IOJTYUYEHHBIE B YPOKAX JIyd-
mmx O0¥II0B, Bast pe3ko nmepekaTusiach Ha 3aImy TaBIIerocst B coo-
CTBEHHBIX ITaHax peHuKca. OKa3aBIIUCh CBEPXY, OHA C CHUJION
OIyCTWJIA CBOM 3aThUIOK HA JIULIO COJJIATa, C YIOBJIETBOPEHUEM
3aCIIbIIIAB CMAYHBIM XPYCT.

deHuKC B3peBed MoJ] HECIIOKOMHOW TYIIKOW (bypHUH, YTO Kak
3Mesl BEpTeNach Ha MeCTe, KaXIblll pa3 U3BOPAYMBASCH OT 3a-
xBara. OclierieHHbI COOCTBEHHOM KPOBBIO, UTO 3aJIMBAJIA BCE
€ro JIMILIO W3 CIOMAHHOIO HOCA, OH MbITAJICS HAIyNaTh I'OpPJIo
B30yHTOBaBIIEecs crepBbl. Ho Bai okazanacek ovictpee. [loars-
HYBILUCh HA MYyX4uHe, (pypusl ycenach TOMY Ha Ipy/b, BLIETIVB-
IIKCh CBSI3AHHBIMU 3a CIIMHOW PyKamH B KaJblK Ha €ro ropie.
B MruoBeHue oTpactuB Kortu, Ban BoH3MIa UX B IJIOTh U XPs-



M, KpoMmcasi Tpaxel, Kak cekaropom. [lambibl peHnkca Bce
cnabee ckpeOu oOHaKeHHbIe Oeipa JEBYIIKH B KAJIKOH MOTBIT-
Ke ocBoboauThes. U pypurs MusiocepiHO He 1aia ToMy HY €/1d-
Horo manca. O3BepeB BIepBbIe B CBOEH KU3HU, BajleHTHHA Mpo-
JOoJDKaTa CKUMaTh pa3oJpaHHOe Topiio (heHHKca, MoKa MOCe]-
HUIA XPHIT HE COpBAJICA € ero Ty0. XOTs Jake TOorjaa el MoHajo-
OWIIOCh BpeMsi, YTOOBI TPUATHU B CeOsl.

He oOuneB u Myxu 3a Bce BpeMs CBOETO cylliecTBOBaHus1, Ba-
JIEHTHHA UCTIBITHIBAJIA JUKUH yKAaC OT CBOMX HEOXKUIAHHBIX IJIsI
ce0s1 gerictBuil. CoxaleHue CIUIETaloCh B TYrOM KJIyOOK Tpo-
THBOPEUMsI C HeObIBAJIBIM JIoceNie ynoBieTBopeHreM. OHa mobe-
J1JIa HACWIIBHUKA, U He TIPocToro, a ¢peHrkca. KpoBHoro Bpara
pacel u... congara Kcepkca. Yepr! 910 0co3HaHME BCTPAXHYIO
Ban, kak ynap TokoMm. Yem nanbiue, teM xyxke! Ei Hy)HO BbI-
Opatbcs orciona HemeuieHHO! Eciu clofa 3armisiHeT ouepeiHon
UCKaTelb (pypUICKOM JIAaCKH, TO HATKHETCS Ha TaKoe. . .

Oo6opBaB ceds1 Ha ITOI MbICITH, Ban muxopagodHo odmapu-
Jla TeJI0O MepTBOro (peHMKca M 4yTh HE pacillakajlach CHOBA,
HO yke oT oOnerdyeHusi. Ha mosice mraHoB, 4To ceituac 6omra-
JICh BOKPYT KOJIEH TPYMa, IeBYyIlIKa OOHApYKKJia HeOObIINE. . .
CO CBOE Tpefruieube, HOxHbL. W kunkan Oobi1 BHyTpH! Oco3Ha-
HUe OJIM3KOW CBOOOJIBI COTPSICIIO HOBOUM BOJTHOM JPOXKH HUCTEP-
3aHHOE TeJ0. AJIpeHaIuH, YTO B 0010 MOACTErUBaJI ee, ceiuac oT-
CTYMNWJI, BO3BpaIas 4yJ0BUIIHYIO0 OOJIb U HETPEOAOIUMYIO Clia-
6octh. Ho ctucHyB 1o ckpexera 3yObl, Ban He mo3Bonuna ce-
6e BHOBb pa3MsIKHYTh. COBEpIIMB CBOE MEpBOE YOMICTBO, OHA



BCTYIWJIA B BOMHY 3TOM HOYbIO. M 3TO 3HAUMT, 4TO Mopa B3poc-
JIETh.

[MonTsiHYyB MakcMMasbHO OJTM3KO K cebe Horu, Bas ¢ HeObIBa-
JIBIM 1151 ceOs1 TPYIOM MPOTAIIUIA CBSI3aHHbIE 000 paHHbIe, eJie
ciymaoipecs pyku Brepen. Cine3bl cHOBa OpbI3HY/IM U3 TJ1a3
NIOMVMO €€ BOJIHM, KOTJa OHa y3pesia 0OarpeHHble YyKOoi Kpo-
BbI0 00O/IpaHHBIE PYKH, CO CIIOMAHHBIMU HOTTSIMH M UCTEPTOM
YyThb JIM HE A0 Msica Koxel 3arsactuil. OJHaKo OHa NoXkaJleeT ce-
051 IOTOM, KOT'JIa OCTaBUT Jiarepb (PeHUKCOB JaJIEKO 3a CITMHOM.

Hox ¢ npoTskHBIM 3BOHOM BBUIETEN W3 KOXKAHBIX HOMKEH,
CKaThIM I0HOM JEBUYbEN PYKOHM. 3akaB €ro Mexay KojeH, Bain
JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO pacIuInjIa CBOM MYThl HA PyKaX, HEMHOTO
TOpaHKWB U Oe3 TOro KPoBOTOUAIIyIO IJI0Th. Elle ObicTpee oHa
CIIpaBMIIach ¢ Horamu. M okazaBImch, HAKOHEII, CBOOOIHOM, 13-
psITHO Martepsich cebe Mo HOC, IPUBENa CBOI0 OICXKIY B MOpS-
JIOK, CTapasich HE CMOTPETh Ha HAUYaBLIee YEPHETH TeJIO (PEHUKCA.

Bparu ee pacel nmen CBOMCTBO BO3POKAATHCS TOCTIE CBOEH
cmepti. Ho TobKo ecit HemonpaBruMBbliA ypoH He ObUT HAHECEH
pyKamu cBoer KpoBHOM JuHUU. U Tenepb 3TOT (beHUKC He Bep-
HETCs K )KU3HM YK€ HUKOI/IA, NMaBIIMK OT pyK (DYpUICKOM MPUH-
IIECChI, UTO OblJIa B OY€Hb JAJIbHEM, HO POJCTBE C HUM IIO OTILY.
3aTKHYB NMPUOOPETEHHBIN B YECTHOM CXBaTKe HOX cede 3a To-
sic, JIeByIKa OoJjiee TIIaTeIbHO OOBICKaJla CBOEr0 HACHIIbHUKA,
110 COBMECTUTENILCTBY OXpaHHUKaA. He s Ha ero cxkasleecs
JOCTOMHCTBO, Bas oOpaTuiia BHUMaHKe Ha CTPAaHHOM (DOPMBI KY-
JIOH Ha €ro pa3BOpoveHHoM miee. OT 310l crnMpaeBUIHON Oe3-



JeJTyIIKY UCXOAW CHITbHBIA Marnueckuil (hoH, BUOPAITUK KOTO-
POro oceaay HEMPUSTHBIM OCaIKOM B CaMHX KOCTsIX BasieHTH-
Hbl. He 3agymbIBasich Ha/1 MPUPOON €ro Ha3HAYEeHM S, OHA TIPU-
cBousia cede u ero, Kak 6oeBoit Tpoceit. CxkaB ero B KyJake, ae-
BYIIIKa pOOKO BHIIJISIHYJIA B IIPOPe3b BXOMHOTO KianaHa. Kocrep
BCe elnle ropen. EcrecTBeHHo, rae yx& eMy OTYXHYTb, B Al1y-T0?
Ho msico yxe He japuiioch U COJIJIAT HE OKa3aJI0Ch MOOIM30CTH.
3710 00BSICHSET, MOUEMY Ha HeJlaBHee CpakeHUe B KpailHel ma-
JIEHbKOM NaJIaTKe, KOTOPOE BPSIA JIU HA30BEIIb Oe3MOJIBHBIM, HU-
KTO He cOexasicss. OCTOPOKHO BBHIOPABIIMCH HAPYKY, Bas mpo-
Kpajach K COCEJHUM IIaTpam M, MPUCTYIIABIINChH, Pa3IndnIa
MepHbId Xpar. Heyxenu (peHUKCH CTOJIb CaMOHAJEsHHBI, YTO
CHSAT KPENKKUM CHOM MJIAJIEHIIa Ha BPAXKECKOU TeppuTopun?. ..

— Crosts!

Pe3kuii okpuk 3actaBui Ban moanpeirHyTh Ha MECTE U PEe3KO
o0epHyThcs. BoT rynas-to! A mpo J1030pHBIX OHA HE MoAyMa-
Jla, KOTOpbIE ceilyac rpO3HO B3UPAIM HA Hee, HAlleIUB B IPyab
OrHEeHHbIe apOasieTsl. Bu opykus, HAPpaBJIeHHOTO Ha Hee, CHO-
Ba BCKOJIBIXHYJI TUKOCTh B ee KpoBH. Ho mogymath o OoJibiieM
OHa HE CMOIJIa, TAK Kak aMmyJieT ¢ 1eu (peHukca, yto Ban kpern-
KO CXMMaJla B JIaIOHU, OMBLICSI €€ OTHEHHOW KPOBBIO C UCTEP-
TBIX 3aMCTUM U BAPYT BOCIUIaMeHWJICA. Bee 4yto yBuena naib-
e pypusi, ITO JIETAIIME K Hell CMEPTOHOCHBIE CTPEJIb, TIPeXk/ie
YeM C XJIOIIKOM MCUYE3HYTh U3 ITOTO MUPA.
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Kcepkc pazMuHyJICcs CO CBOEH HEBECTOM MUHYT Ha J1BaALIATb.
[TpeObiBast B KpailHe pa3ipakeHHOM COCTOSTHHMH, (PEHUKC Bep-
HYyJICSI B CBOM JIarepb, 4TOObl HATKHYTHCSI HA HEBOOOPA3UMBIH
nepenoyiox. Cyera conjaT ero Majio ceiiuac BojHOBala. bpuin
NPUYMHBI TOBAXXKHEW ero KpaiHell 03a00ueHHOCTU. BaseHTrHa
coexana. Ero manenskasi ¢pypusi, ero BoeHHbI Tpodeit! OHa
OCMEJIMJIACh OCIIYIIAThCSl €r0 MPUKa3a U YJIU3HYTh HE3aMeueH-
HOW U3 3aMKa!

OKyHYBIINCH B CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHOE TOCTENPUMMCTBO (PYpHUi,
Kcepkc Oonee He cuuTa CBOIO XKEHUTHOY Ha OIHOW M3 HUX YK
TakuM aOcypaom. Beuep mpusiTHO ero yauBuWII, BCJIACTb HaTe-
IIMB €ro HaKJOHHOCTH K JIOMUHUPOBaHU. Pypun Mo3Boisiiv
)KECTKO OpaTh MX MPSAMO Ha IOy, UCTIONHSIM JII0O0E ero xea-
Hre 6e3 JMIHUX cnoB. OHM COMPOTHUBIISIIUCEH, KOTa OH 3TOTO
XOTeJ1, OBUTH TTOKJIAMCTHI B HYKHBbIE MOMEHTHL. 11 BKOHeI[ Ha-
CBITUBIINCH CIIAJIOCTPACTHEM, (PEHUKC U3bSBUI JKeJlaHUE HaBe-
CTUTb CBOIO HEBECTY MEpe/l BO3BPAILEHUEM B Jlarephb, 4To pa3ou-
JIM €r0 COJIJIAThl IOYTH Ha I'PaHULE UX 3EMEb.

Ho Bce panymme yneTy4nsiock Bpas, Koraa OH OOHApYKIUT TTO-
crenb BaneHTuHbl myctoi U XosoaHou. OHa He BO3Bpalaiach
B CBOI0 KOMHary ¢ Oasa. Tak rae e oHa Obuta? [Tbutast Herogo-
BaHueM, Kcepkc BepHyIICs B IOHO OPrHH, YTOObI OTOPBATh CBOUX
CaMIIOB OT OOHAKEHHOW KOPOJICBHI.



— I'ne ona?! — Bapesen Kcepke, rojoc KOToporo TyT ke pas-
HECCS M0 BCEW OTPOMHOM TENIEpPe, YTO 3BaIaCh TPOHHBIM 3aJI0M.

— I'ne k10? — IIbITasiCh NPOSICHUTD Pa3yM OT OE3yMHBIX JIACK,
Bornpocuia AGaJJoHHA.

— I'ne Bama gous? Bama npaBennas Banentuna? Ee komHaTa
IIyCTa, U {1 HE 4yI0 €€ IPUCYTCTBUSA BO Bcer Kpenoctu! — byme-
Bas1 Kcepkc, pacrivxuBas npodsb (pypuid, 4To MONagaIuch Ha €ro
MYTH MO IPOJIBUKEHUIO K TPOHY.

— Uro 3Haumt, ee HeT? — HemoOpo comrypuiack KOposesa,
MOJHMUMAsSICh BO BECh POCT M HE CTECHSSACh CBOEW HAroTel. Bee
CNIaJJOCTPACTHE CIIETENIO C Hee, Kak MOPOK, OOHAXUB SIPOCTh BO-
WHa, 3aKaJIeHHOTO B Thicsiuax OUTB. — Kyna Thl en Moo 10Yb,
enukc? Y nogymait, npexne, yemM gath otser. Ecim 310 onuH
13 TBOMX (POKYCOB, TO Tl HE BBIMJIEIIb U3 9TOU 3aJIbl JKUBBIM !

JlBepu ¢ J1A3roM 3axJIONHyIUch 3a ero cnuHou. M Kcepke,
OOEpHYBIIINCH, y3pes MOATBEpXKJIeHUE HauOosee 4acThIM CIly-
xaM. «Pypun MOrIM MpsIMO U3 OOBITUN JTIOOOBHUKA PUHYTh-
cs1 youBate». Bee anckue mouepu, OpocB yOnakeHHe TOCTeH,
ceilyac B3MpaId Ha HEOOJbIIYI0 Ipyniy (DEeHUKCOB BO IJlaBe
¢ Kcepkcom yOuiictBeHHbIMU B30opaMu. Bee, kKak oiHa, oTpacTu-
JI JIJTMHHBIE KOT'TU U BBITYCTUIIN 3MEMHBIE KJIBIKK. VX 00HakeH-
Hble Tesa ObUTM HANpsDKEHBI, KaK TETUBA JIyKa, W JKAAJIW JIUIIh
OTMAIIIKM CBOEU KOPOJIEBBI, KOTOpask TEM BPEMEHEM CITyCTUJIACh
C BO3BBIIIEHUsI M OCTAHOBWJIACH MOUYTH BIUIOTHYIO K Oydaylemy
3ATIO.

— Hy uto, Kcepke? — Ipopbruania A6agoHHa, CKBO3b IMHHBIE



kJIbIKY. [IpoBesist YyMOBUIIIHBIMU KOTTSIMH TI0 €r0 OOHaKEeHHOU
TPyAY, OHA CKJIOHHMJIA TOJIOBY HAOOK, OKH[asi €r0 OTBETA.

— 4 He mpUYACTeH K ee MCUE3HOBEHUI0. Buanmo, Thl MJI0X0
3Haelllb CBOIO JIOUYPKY, pa3 YIYCTUJIa U3-TI0Jl CBOEro Kpbula. —
PaznpaxxeHHO orpbI3HyIics (peHUKC, HEXOTsI PU3HABasi CBOE TO-
paxenue. OH ObUT B YUCJICHHOM MEHBIITUHCTBE CO CBOUMH OXMe-
JIGBIIMMHM COJIJIaTaMM, KorJga Kak ¢pypur ObLIM Ha yIWBJICHUE
TPE3BBI U CTPAHHO ITPOBOPHBL. YK, HE B JIOBYLIKY JIA OH YTOAWJ?

— Haperocs, Thl roBOpHUIIL TTPaBAy, U BajeHTUHA elle KuBa. —
Brimonyna AbaoHHa, POH3asl €0 YePHOTON CBOMX O€3/10H-
HBIX IJ1a3.

— 1 Haiiny cBOlO HeBecTy cam U npuBeny K Tede! — PrikHyn
B CBOIO ouepenp Keepke, HakJIoHMBIIMCH 4yTh Briepen. — Ho sto
Joporo Tede 00oiIeTcs, KoposieBa CyK!

— Hamm Topru 3akoH4MIMCh Ha TBOEW MOANMKUCY MUPHOTO MaK-
Ta, 4yTh paHee, MOMHHUIIb? — Ockanuiack Qypus, modyxaasi ero
MPOJIOJIKUTH CrIOp, HO Kcepke He 1ocTaBuil € TaKoro YI0BOJIb-
ctBus. [IopbIBUCTO OTBEPHYBLIUCH, OH MOJAJ 3HAK CBOMM COJI-
JataM U MOKUHYJ 31 U (PYpUICKYIO IIUTAIENb, KJISHS HA YeM
AJ1 CTOsLT CBOIO POJIb B 3TOM YEPTOBOM MUPCKOM COITIALIEHUU.

W ceituac mapmupysi HMIMPOKMMU IIaraMyd K CBOEMY UYEPHO-
My IIATPy B Jlarepe Cpeayd CBOMX MNpenaHHbIX Jioaeu, Kcepke
BIpPYT B HEAOYMEHUH 3aMep Ha MecTe. BTSHYB HOCOM BO3yX BO-
KpyT ce0si, OH He MOT MIOBEPUTh CBOUM OIllyIlieHUsIM. BanenTina
31ech? YK HE UyIuTCs JId eMy €€ TOHKMI apomar, OT KOTOPOro
y HEro 3aTMeBa’sio pa3ym Ha 6ay? Kak uieiika, Kcepke nBunyI-



cs1 O cJiey, KOTOPbIil TPUBEJ €ro K KpaHel MaJIeHbKOW MaJiaT-
Ke. 371ech ee 3armax He MPOCTO ObLT MUMOJIETHBIM, OH CIIMOAJT Ha-
noBaJl. Ho HermoBTOpMMBIi apoMaT ero HeBECThl ObLIT C KAKOW-TO
Mep3Koi npumMechio. CMpajl KpoBU U CMEPTH HAlIpO4b MOPTUI
ero. He 3Has, yero oxugars, Kcepke pe3ko marnys Blepes v oT-
Opocwit uepHbIil TeHT npoyb. He oOpariast Ha rmopasuTeTbHYyI0
THIIMHY, YTO BOLIAPWIACH B STOT MOMEHT 3a ero cruHoi, Kcepke
OOHapyKWJI MEPTBOT'O COJJATa, HAKPHITOrO C TOJOBOM MPOCThI-
Hell, Kak caBaHOM. Hauagiiiee pasnaratbcsi Tes0 ObLjIo I'yCTO Mpo-
MUTAHO apomMaTroM BajeHTHHBI, TO3TOMY HE BO3HMKAJIO HU Ma-
JISUIITUX COMHEHUI, YTO UMEHHO OHA YKOKoIuia yomoaka. Ero
MaJsieHbKasi (pypus CTyNuja Ha TPOILy BOMHBI ¢ HUM, Kcepkcom,
cOexaB HaKaHyHe CBa/IbObI U yrpOOUB OJJHOTO U3 ero mofeit. Pe-
HUKC 3JI0Pa/IHO YXMBUILHYJICSI U OOEPHYJICSI K CBOMM COJIATaM,
YTO BCE KaK OJUH CTOJITUJINCH 32 €r0 CIUMHOM, OJKU/1asi BEPIMKTa
CBOEr0 KOMaHAMpA.

— Hy u Kak Tak BBIILIO, MOM JIOOJIECTHBIE BOMHBI, YTO MOSI
HapeueHHast MoObIBaIa 3/IeCh B TOCTSAX M OCTABWJIA Cel CMepIs-
M nopapok ? — 3nosenie Tuxo Bonpocui Keepke, 3arisapiBas
B I71a3a KaXJ0MY (DEHUKCY.

Be3mornBue, kazanoch, MJIMIOCh BEYHOCTb, MOAIPABICHHOE
MPU3HAHKEM BHHBI, HO BOT BIiepe] Bbiilen [lepek, mpaBasi pyka
Kcepkca.

— OHa Ha3Basach npuOIMKeHHON KoponeBbl. [lonana B Hai
Jarepb CIy4aiHoO... CBIMBIIMCH C OOpbiBa. MBI CBSI3aM ee
Y TIOMECTWIM B Ty MajaTky, 10 TBoero Bo3BpaileHus. — Cyxo



OTO3BAJICSl 3aMECTUTEIb KOMAHJUpPa, HE MUrasi, IJIs[isl B ajible
rna3a Kcepkca.

— Yro x... — Hawan Kcepkc, chnenaB mar Hazaa, U Co-
pBaJI C Tpyna MNPOCTBIHIO, TPONUTAHHYIO KPOBbIO. JIUIIb B3IJIs-
J1a Ha 3Ty HENPUTJISIIHYI0 KAPTUHY XBATUIIO, YTOOBI MOJICTETHY Th
u 0e3 Toro 0OypeBaBIIyI0 €ro spocTh. — A KaK Thl OOBSICHUIIIb
TOT (PAKT, YTO MOU COJI/IAT JIEKUT CEMYac C pa30pBaHHBIM TOp-
JIOM y MOMX HOT C BSJIBIM WJIEHOM Harosio?

— 4 nocraBun Pakapa oXpaHsTh (PypHIO JO TBOETO MPUXOAA. —
Ve He Tak yBepeHHO oTBeTwI Jlepek, MOKOCUBIIUCH Ha yOUTO-
ro.

— Jla, 1 OH pelm1 CKOpOTaTh BPEMs Ha MOCTY B MPUATHON
JKeHCKor KoMmnaHuM? [1710Xo Tl MyIITpyelb MOUX COJJar, pa3
OHM HE MOHUMAIOT MpocTeniero npukasa! — Bapesen Kcepke,
BBIXBATUB OPOH30BBIA MeY M3 3aIlJICUHBIX HOKEH, UTO ObLI OMa-
CeH JJIs )KUTeser AJja, ¥ BOH3UJI B )KUBOT CBOEMY 3aMECTHUTEJIIO.

He ynoBnerBopuBmmch Oojie3HeHHBIM XpurioM [lepeka,
Kcepkc nepHyn ne3Bre BBEpX, BHIIOTPOIIUB (DEHUKCA JO CAMOTO
ropia. Korga minams oxeatuiio cosjata, oOparias B nemnesn s
nepepoxaeHus1, Kcepkc nepemiarnyn yepe3 CO34aHHbIA UM ke
MYCOp, OOpaTHB MbLIABIIHMI THEBOM B30 Ha OCTAJIbHBIX.

— Mnangmasi moub AGaJIOHHBI, MpHHIlECca BaneHTHHa, MOst
HeBecTa Oblla CpeJv Bac, BHIPOJKOB. A Bbl HE CMOIIIU €€ yiep-
kath! — BepTa B pyKax OKpOBAaBJIEHHBIN KJIMHOK, YTO HE MOT
youTth (peHrKca, HO ObUI B CHJIaX MPUYUHHUTH AJICKUE MYKH,
Kcepke xoawit B3aa U Boepes nepes HEpoBHbIM cTpoeM. — Py-



UM BCET/la BepTesIu HAllUM POAOM, KaK XOTEJH, U caMast YhcTast
U3 HUX CMOTJIa 0OBECTH BaC BOKPYT MAJIBIIA. . .

— Cup, ona copsaa c iien Pakapa amyser nepexosa. .. — Poo-
KO TOJaJI TOJIOC OAIVH U3 COJIAAT, YTO CKUMAJ B pyke apoarer.

Kcepkc pe3ko oGepHyIIcsi 1 METHYIT B HaIJiela, 4To CMeJl ero
npepBarb, CBOM KJIMHOK. JIe3BMe BOH3WIOCH B Ipydb (peHUKca
10 caMylo pyKosTh. Ellle oqHa jxepTBa spoCTH KOMaHAUpa pac-
chinaziach rnpaxom, Ho Kcepke Bee ke ynbiOnysncs. Y ot yiabiOku
9TOW MOPO3 MOIIIeSI MO0 KOXKEe BEUHO ropsiunx (DEHUKCOB.

— 3HauuT, MaJjblKa BaseHTrHa OTIpaBuIace B Iy TEIECTBUE
Ha 3emumio. Yto x, mourpaem B psATKH, foporas. M korna s te-
Os1 Havify. .. — Kcepkc He JOroBOpuII U pa3pasmniicsi JUKUM IPOM-
kM cmexoM. [lorpagiisist BO30yXIeHUE B IITAHAX, OH HAITPABUJI-
¢ K CBOEMY IIaTpy HecrnemHou noxoakou. IIpuHiecca mouru
B €r0 pyKax.
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BasieHTHHY OXBaTwia CTpaHHas CWJla, CKpy4YMuBasi, OTYAHSAA
cebe. [losBUIIOCH OIIyIIIEeHNE 3aTATMBAHME B OTPOMHYIO BOPOH-
Ky. Ho ucnyrarbcs neBylika He ycriena, OTOMY YTO €€ CJIIOBHO
pOOKY, BHITUTIOHYJIO B MHYIO PEaJIbHOCTh U UYKOM sl Hee MUD.
BosbHO ynapuBIIMch 0 KamMeHb 1oJ1a, Bail cjaBjieHHO UCKHYIIA,
BBIIYCKAsl U3 PyKH OCTBIBIINI aMyJIeT (DeHUKCA.

[lepen miazsamy IUIBLIA YEPHBIE KIISAKCBI, B HOC YyIapwil 3a-
IIaX CBIPOCTH U €Il YEero-TO OMEP3UTEIbHOIO, OTYero u 0e3 To-
ro B30yHTOBaBILMIICS KeJIYJOK 3aIiescsi B OOJE3HEHHBIX Clla3-
Max. Baj1 cynopokHO BLENUIACh B XOJIOAHBIN M10JI CK PIOUYEHHBIMU
NaJIbLIaMy, [TOKA €€ BhIBOpaunBaJIo Hau3HaHKy. Hakonen, cyxue
cria3Mbl COOOIIMIIN O ITYCTOTE ee XKUBOTa, U (Pypusl mocrapaiach
OT/BIILIATHCS Yepe3 POT, TOJIBKO Obl HE UysATh CHOBA ITOT CMpPaJI.
Yacro Mopras OT 3aCTpABLIMX B PECHUIIAX CJie3, Ban nonHsnace
Ha cabble Ipoxariye Horu. Ee okpykaiu cepbie pOBHBIE CTEHBI,
HO TO ObLT He KaMeHb ckajl. Ee BRIOpOCHIIO B MOABE3]T MHOTO-
3Ta)xHOro JoMa. Eiie nosesno, 4to B neperoposke He 3acTpsiia.
EnuHCTBEHHOE OKHO paciiosiarajioch Mo MOTOJIKOM, HO JEBYIIKa
BCE PaBHO HE CMOIVIa OBl XOTh YTO-TO Yepe3 HEro pacCMOTPETb.
Bmecro creksia B pame KpacoBalicsl Kycok (paHepsl. JlecTHn4-
HbIE MPOJIETHI C INATKUMHU MIEPUJIAMUA PACXOIWINCh BBEPX U BHU3,
u Ban He ocraBasioch HUYETO JIPYyroro, Kak CIHyCTUTbCS M YBH-
JETh, Ky[a €€ 3aHeCIO.



[MonHsB ¢ GeToHa BoOMIIEOHYIO Oe3NeNyIIKy, KOTopas ele
MOTIJIa el MPUrOIUThCsI, Bast moTomnasna no mepoaTsiM CTyTeHsIM
BHU3. HacunTtaB ueThipe 3Taxa, OHa HATKHYJIACh HA TIPUOTKPbI-
TYIO KeJIe3HYI0 IBepb M POOKO BBIIJISHY/IA Hapyxky. Ha ymuie
OBLIO TEMHO W XOJIOJHO, 10 MEpKaM aJICKOM KUTEILHUIIBI. Ma-
JICHbKMH 3aXJIAMJIEHHBIM JBOPUK OCBELIAJ OIMH-EIMHCTBEHHBIN
TYCKJIO MuraBiiuid (poHaps. OKa3aBIINCh BIEPBBIE B UyKOM MHU-
pe, Ban Bce ke He Obuta cTosb omapaiieHa. [IpoBoas 1HU Ha-
MPOJIET B YTCHUHM UCTOPUUYECKUX (POJMAHTOB C HAOMIOICHUSAMU
O APYTUX MUPAX C WX KXUTEISIMHA U KYJIbTYpOU, KOTOPHIX OBLIO
B M30BITKE Y BOMHCTBEHHBIX (PypHil ¢ 3amMalllkaMy MMOKOPEHUS
BCEJIEHHOM, JIEBYIIIKA MOIJIa y3HaTh MHOTHE OCOOEHHOCTH TOTO
WM UHOTO u3Mepenus. U cyns no npeoOnaganuio 6eToHa U Ku-
BUTEJIBHOU MPOXJIa/Ibl, & TAKKE OYEBUIHOM IEATETBHOCTH Y€eJI0-
BEKa, YTO BbIpaxkasach B 0OWIMKM Mycopa, Ban orOpocuiia 37b-
(puiickue neca, ropbl TPOJLJIEN U MPOYNE KOCMUYECKHUE KOJIOHUU
B MOJIB3Yy 3eMutn. DTo Obuia u3Io0IeHHas 3a0erajloBKa BCex Je-
MOHOB 1 mipounx xuteieid Ana. Cioma OTHEHHOMY JIIOIy OBLIO
Jierdye BCEro MomnacTh, BE/Ib YEJIOBEUECKUI MUP He ObUT 3aIIUIICH
OT Maru4ecKux rnepexo/oB.
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