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HNpuna JloOycoBa
I'1a3 3ej1eHOoro JpakoHa (COOPHHK)

I'1a3 3ejieHoro apakoHa

— Tuine to1! He Tonai kak cJioH. . ..

— Ja s ve Tonato! Yero npunenuics? [ToHacTaBUIM STUX MYCOPHBIX OAKOB. . .

— 3aTKHUCB!

JIBa moApocTka 3aMepiM, HalpshKeHHO BCIYHIMBAsACh B HOUHYIO TuIIMHY. Ho B 3Ty HOUB
THILIMHA Ka3ajach aOCOMIOTHO IJIOTHOM: HU 3BYKa, HU 1IOPOXA, HU CKpUMa.... MUp BOKpPYT BBIMEP,
ObUT HAKPBLT TVIOTHBIM 00JIAKOM He TIPOITYCKAIOIIel HUYero TUIINHLL. M OT 3T0ro Bee Kazanoch erne
OoJsiee CTpaIlHBIM. . .

HakoHer1 BTopo# mogpoCTOK (TOT, 4TO OB MOBBILIE POCTOM), TOJIKHYJI CBOETO CITyTHUKA B OOK:

— Ha yero Tb1... Her Hukoro Bokpyr. Cam BUAMIIb.

— SI-TO BUXKY, — OTO3BAJICS IEPBBIM, HAITPSKEHHO BCMATPUBAsACh B TEMHOTY, — TOJIBKO BOT JIMII-
HsS1 OCTOPOHOCTb BCE PaBHO HE NIOMELIAET.

— OCTOpOKHOCTb, OCTOPOKHOCTB!.. — 3710 NEPEKPUBUII BHICOKHI MOIPOCTOK, — BeJelIb ceOs
KaK IMOoC/IeHuI uanot! Bee MAMIIMILD JO MOCTIEAHEr0, MHENIbCA. .. TOUHO, OCIeqHUNA TPULYPOK !
Henmapom TbI Biisinasics B CBOM HENPUATHOCTH, He 1apom! C TBOUM IypallkuM XapaKTepOM €lIle U He
TaKO€ MOXKET IMPOU30MTH !

— Yro THI KapKaelllb, Kak BOpoHa Ha Kianouie? U He s Bismnasncs, a mbl 06a! Thl TOXe B 9TOM
3amerad. Thl, Kak ¥ 51, 6a0KM JIOKEH, TaK YTO MPU YeM TyT Moy xapaktep? TeOe smib Obl pyratbes!

— [Ipu Tom! — TeMHOTa CKpbIBaJIa JIAIIO MOAAPOCTKA, HO Jake CKBO3b Hee ObLIO BUIHO, KaK 3710
OnecTsT ero riiasa, — Npu TOM, YTO Y TeOsl €CTh KJIACCHBIN IMIAHC M30aBUTHCS OT BCEro Cpasy, a ThI
BOT-BOT €TI0 yIyCTULIb!

— Jla HU4ero 4 He ynymy. ..

— W nopymaemib — CIIOKHOCTH: BJIE3Th, OTKPBITH OKHO... Jlean Ha 5 MUHYT! A Tl TYT pa3Bo-
JMIb. . ..

— 3arkHuch, CTepkeHb! — BHYIINUTEIBHO MPOU3HEC BTOPOM, ¥ BBICOKMIA MUCITyTaHHO 3aMOJI4al,
CJIOBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB B €TI0 T'0JIOCE MPEkKE HE TPUBBIYHBIE HOTHI. ..

— Hla nagHo. .. Ye 1ol ropsgumiibes, [Tunor. .. f npocro Tak ckaszas.

— 3anoMHM pa3 M HaBceraa: IMPOCTO TaK HUYEro He MpoMcXoduT. S ckasai, 4ro nouay, g u
nowest. M geno 1o koHua noseny. Ho s xouy 10BECTH €ro ¢ yMOM — YTOOBI HUKTO HE Y3HaJI, YTO 3TO
CIIEJIAJIN MBbl, TTOHSIT?

— Jla HUKTO M HE y3HAET, Y€ THI...

— A eciu Thl, Kak NOCJIEJHUN Aypak, OyJellb JIe3Th Ha MPOJIOM, 3aBTPa BECh paiiloH Oy/IeT 3HaTb,
YTO UMEHHO Mbl OrpaOWiiv KUTaLa.

— Orpabumm! — CtepkeHb OOMXEHHO 3aCOMel, — Hy Thl CKaKellb Toxe !

— A Kak, Mo-TBOeMYy, 3T0 HasbiBaeTcs? [lymaelnb, Te0s 1Mo roI0BKe MOIMIAAST, €CIM HOMMAaloT?
Jla THI IPSIMMKOM 3arpeMHUILb B KOJIOHHIO, U s ¢ TOOOM Toxke! BOT mosToMy Hy:KHO JIeicTBOBAaTh OCTO-
posxno. Thl, Haziel0Ch, B KOJOHMIO He xouenb? S He xouy! [ToaTomy Mbl He OyneM npsMo niepesesarh
4epes 3a00p, a 3ai/ieM CripaBa, 4epe3 CoOaumii Jias. ..

— Hy th1 naems, [Munor! 3neck cpomy codak He ObUIO!

— A na3 ects. {1 Buepa yrpom passenan. Hy, xsatur sa3bikoMm decars! [lonesnn.

Bckope 3a00p ObUI 11033711, ¥ TIEpenavyKaHHbIe IPSI3bI0 U IIPEJIOi TPaBOM MOIPOCTKH OKA3AITICh
B 3a0pOIIIEHHOM, HO TIPOCTOPHOM /IBOPE, TJI€ B YIUTy, MOJ 3200pOM, I'pyJ0ii ObUTH CBaJIEHbI TPOMO3/I-
KM€ IUIACTUKOBBIE AIIMKH.
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— 3710 ewe uTo? — B3IAA CTEepkHS YTKHYJICSA B SAIIMKH, & 3pAYKU PACILIMPUJIUCH, KaK Y 3BEpS,
MOYYSBILIETO 3alaHIo.

— He 6epu B ronoBy! Cocenu Buepa yTpoMm 3abpocuin. MiMyiecTBo crapuka B HUX 3aBTpa
coOMpaloTcs BBIBO3UTH. Tak UTo, KaK BUAMIIb, MBI AeaeM Omaroe aeno. Bee-Taku To, 4TO Mbl BO3b-
MeM, TIOMaZIeT B XOPOIIIMe PYKH, a He OyleT BaJIAThCS Ha Oapaxoiike Kak He HYXKHBIN XJIaM.

— Ara, He HyxHbI1! I[IpOocTO HUKTO HE 3HAET ero LEHHOCTb.

— U g He 3Ha10. U TBI TOKE. DTO BeAb MPOCTO JiereHaa. A JiereHJa — BCe paBHO, YTO CKa3Ka.

JIBOp mMpou3BOAMII YHBUIOE BIevarieHue. B Hem He ObUIO HM oropopa, HU JepeBbeB. Bce
3apOCIIO BBICOKOM, yXkKe MOXKYXJIOW TPaBOM, KOTOPYIO JaBHO He youpasu. 3penuiie OblJI0 He THITAY-
HBIM JIJ1s1 JTIOOOTO YaCTHOTO JIoMa JIake B Ipeiesiax OoJBIIOro ropoa (Tae B YaCTHBIX KOTTeKaxX JIaxe
Ha | coTke 3eMJI1 YMYZAPSIOTCS pa3MECTUTD AEPEBbS U CA/IMK ), a JIs1 OKPauH MaJIEHbKOIO JAJIbHEBO-
CTOYHOTO TopofIKa (O0JIbIIe HAMOMHHAIOIIETO AEPEBHIO, YeM MOCEIIOK TOPOJICKOTO TUMA) — U TIOABHO.

B ryOuHe qBOpa CTOSIT MPU3EMHUCTBIH OTHOSTAXKHBIH JIOM C IMTOKATOR OCTPOYTOIbHOM KpbIIIEH,
KaK y KUTaNCKOM naroapl. JIomM ObLI JepeBSHHBIN, HO B HEOOJBILION HUIILIE HA CTEHE CTOSITT KAMEHHBIH
kutaiickuil bynia. Byana, cuMnaruynas cKyJblTYpa, CTApUK C XUTPOU YXMBUIKOI U 30POBEHHBIM
KPYIJIBIM KMBOTOM OBUI BBITIOJIHEH M3 KAKOTO-TO HEU3BECTHOT'O 3€JICHOrO KAMHS1, HUKOT/Ia He BU/IaH-
HOTO B 3TUX Kpasx. CTpaHHBII OTTEHOK 3TOM 3eJIeHH ObLT BUJIEH JaXe HOUbIO.

JIBoe MOAPOCTKOB 3aMepiiy, s Ha 1oM. OKHa ero ObUIM TeMHBI, HE 3aKPBITH HA 3aHaBeC-
KaMH, HU CTaBHSIMHU, OTTOTO Ka3aJoCh, YTO JIOM, KaK HEMOW CTpaxk, MPUTAUBIIUCH, HAOMIOAALT 32
JIOIbMM, IOCMEBIIMMU HAPYILIUTH Lapsiiee B HEM MOJTYaHME.

— JKyTko 3pech Kak-To... — menotoM mpousHec CTep:keHb, CTapasch JOEepXKaTbCs M03aau
[Tunota, yBepeHHOCTb M CIIOKOMCTBUE KOTOPOTO BhIJaBaJIM B HeM Jujepa. Beio petmmocts CtepikHs
CHSIJIO KaK PYKOM, ¥ OH OB SIBHO HE paJl, 9TO PEHIICs Clofia 3a1e3Th. MOKeT, MIMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT
OH T0-HACTOSIIIEMY NTOYYBCTBOBAJI BCIO TSI)KECTh YK€ COBEPILIEHHOIO UM MOCTYIIKA.

[Muot HUYero He ckasaj, HO YyBcTBoBal cebs He Jyure CtepxkHs. OH ToXe OLIyTHII CTpaH-
HyI0 aTMocepy 9TOro Mecrta, ¥ sIBHO ObUT He B CBOeH Tapeske. Bosbiie Bcero yxaca BHYIIAT eMy
MOYEeMY-TO 3eJIeHblld KaMeHHbI Bysia, u eMy Bce Bpems Ka3asiock, 4to Bynia HeoTpeIBHO U ycTpa-
I1A0I1Ie CMOTPUT UMEHHO Ha Hero. OmyiieHne ObIO TAKKM CHIIBHBIM, UTO BCSI €70 CITTHA MTHOBEHHO
cTajia MOKpOU OT TIOTa, a (pyTOONKY, MPUIIHITIIYIO K JIEASTHON KOXe, MOKHO OBUIO ITPOCTO BBIKAMATh.

— Tbl yBepeH, uTo ero 371echb HeT? — B rosioce CTep:kHsI PO3ByYall yxkac, U, ycJblias 31o, [Tunor
MIPOCTO 3aCTABUI B3SITh ceOsl B PyKH.

— AbcomotHo. Ero 3z1echk Her yxke Oosbiie Hegenn. K Tomy ke, oH ymep B OOJbHUIIE BUEpa
yYTPOM.

— 4 3Ha10 310 abCOMOTHO TOUHO. MHe AJieHa paccka3aia, a ee MaTh B OOJIbHHIIE CAHUTAPKOW
padoraer.

— A POJICTBEHHUMKH, CEMbsI?

— Her y Hero HUKakoy cemMby, U pOACTBEHHUKOB B Poccuu Het. MoxeT, ocranuck B Kurtae, HO
KTO UX CTaHEeT Tenepb UCKaTh. .. HUKTO He 3HaeT, OTKya B35JICS OH B HAIlIUX KpasiXx. A pa3 HUKTO HE
3HAET, KaK MOKHO OTBICKATh CJI€/bl, KOTOPBIX ITPOCTO HE CYILLECTBYET?

[ToppocTky 3amonyaiu, ¥ pa3oM BCIIOMHMJIM CTapUKA-KUTAHIa, CyTKM HAMIPOJIET CUJEBILIETO
BO3JIE OKHA PsZIOM C 3eJieHbIM bymioit. B mocesnke craporo kuraiiiia Ha3bBaM Jsonika Bax, u,
HECMOTps1 Ha TO, YTO OH Npoxui B Poccu okoso 60 sier, oH 04eHsb I10X0 roBopuil no-pyccku. Ho,
HECMOTPsI Ha 9TO, CTAPUK JIIOOWJT JTIOAEH, U C yIOBOJILCTBUEM C HUMHU 00IIaJIcs. MHOTHE CUMTANIH €ro
3HaXapeM: OH COOMpPAJ U3BECTHBIE TOIBKO €My TPaBbl, M TOTOBUJI CHaJ0Obs, IOMOTABIIIME OT CaMbIX
HeusJieuynMbIX Oosie3Hel. He oqHoro xutesns mocenka crapblii Ban nocraBui Ha HOry, Koraa ouiu-
aJIbHasI ME/IMIIMHA OKa3asach OeccruibHa. [Innot u CrepkeHb ObLUIM YaCTHIMU TOCTSIMU B JJOME CTa-
puKa, Tak Kak CTepKeHb C POIUTEISIMU KU HA TOM e YIIULE, Yepe3 ABa JoMa. A ToJ] Ha3a]l CTapblii
Ban Bbuteunst Math CTEpKHS OT 9K3€MBbl, KOTOpasi He MPOXO/AMIIA HU OT Ma3el, HM OT aHTUOMOTHKOB,
Y OCHOBATEJIbHO MOPTUJIA €1 KU3Hb.
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CrepskeHb YacTo 3a0eraj B IOM CTapuKa, U OIHAXIIBI IPUBEJ K HEMy cBoero japyra, [Tumora,
MOJTYYMBUIETO TaKyl0 KJIMYKY 32 TO, YTO, KaK HACTOSILIMI FOHILMK, OH TOHSII HA CTAPEHbKOW OTLIOB-
CKOH MaIlvHe, ¥ ObUT BCErJa MepBbIM Ha COPEBHOBAHMSX IO Kapard He TOJNBKO B MX TOCEJKe, HO U
00JIaCTHOM TICHTpE.

B nome craporo Bana Obl10 OUeHb TEMHO M3-32 OOMJIHS CTAPUHHBIX TIPEIMETOB, TPUBE3EHHBIX
uM u3 Kurasi: GpoH30BbIe 1 M030104eHHbIe (PUTYpBI By/i] — OT KpOIIIEYHBIX JI0 OTPOMHBIX, B YeJIOBe-
YECKUI pPOCT, pe3HbIE IIKATYJIKU C CEKPETOM, CBETUJIbBHUKM, KUTalilCKKe (poHapy, OrPOMHBIE Beepa,
cTapyuHHOE opyxkue. .. CTaTy3TKU U3 sIMbl U HeppuTa, MeIHasI KUTalCKasi ocya. . .. Yero TojbKo He
6b110 B 3TOM J1oMe! CTeprkeHb 0003Kall paccMaTpyuBaTh COKPOBHUIIA CTAPUKA — HO, K COXKaJIeHuIo, Ban
HE TO3BOJISUT ITPUKACAThCs K HUM pyKaMu. Eciu KTo-To Tporan Bemm 0e3 ero rno3BoJieHus, CTApUK
CBUpEIeEJ, ¥ CTAHOBUJICS TaK CTPAILIIEH, YTO €ro IyTajMch HE TOJILKO MOIPOCTKH, HO U B3pOCible. A ¢
MIPOBUHMBILIMMMUCS HA MPOTSIKEHUU LIEJION HEJeJIN CTy4aIuch pa3inyHble HenpusaTHoCTU. HUKTO He
XOTeJI BbI3BATh I'HEB cTaprka Bana. 1 mOTOMY sKeaoImuXx JIeUnuThCsl Y Hero ObI0 HAMHOTO MEHBIIIE,
YyeM ObLJIO BO3MOKHO TPH TAKOM YcIieXe JiedeHusl. 3IIble SI3bIKM MOrOBAPUBAIIU, YTO CTAPUK CITYKHUT
IbsIBOITY, ¥ B3aMEH U3JIeueHUsI TpeOyeT 3aI0KUTh CBOIO Ayiry. Ho 3To ObUTH MPOCTO 371ble POCCKA3HMU.
XOTs HUKTO M3 TeX, KTO oOparaics K BaHy 3a OMOIIbIO, HUKOTa HE TIPU3HABAJICS B TOM, YeM U
KaK 3aruiaTuil 3a CBOE JIEYEHHE.

CreprkeHb 4acTO 3aXOQWJI K CTApUKY — C HUM OH TOYEMY-TO JiepKas ceOsi CBOOOTHO, U eMy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO CTAPUK MOOIIPSIET €0 BBIXOAKU — OT KOTOPBIX TOIIHMIJIO MHOTHMX B ITOCEJIKE.

Emre korma CTepkHIO HCMIOMHWIOCH 12, OH CTajl WICHOM MECTHOM MOJIO/Ie)KHOW OaH[Ibl, BEChMa
TyTalolle MPOBOIUBIILIEH BpeMs B KPYITHOM 001acTHOM LieHTpe. HecMoTpst Ha To, uto CTep:keHb ObLT
IIECTEPKOM Ha MOOETYIIIKaX y BOkKaKa, OH YyBCTBOBAJI ce0sI cCaMbIM HaCTOSIUM OaHauToM. OT CIiucKa
ero MpaBOHAPYIIEHUI y yYaCTKOBOTO BBIPOC Ha CTOJE MyXJIBI OyMaxXHbIii TOM. Yero Toibko Tam
He ObUIO: XyJIMTaHCTBO, MOXKOTH, MEJIKMe KPaKH, APaKH. YTHAHHbIE MOTEIbI, IIOJIOMaHHbIE 3a00pbI,
HaHEeCceHMe JIETKUX TeJIeCHbIX TOBPeXIeHM, U rpouee... W ecnu Obl mana CTepxHs He ObLT Jemy-
TaTOM OOJIACTHOTO COBETa (TO €CTh YNHOBHUKOM-B3STOYHUKOM, OT KOTOPOTO 3aBHCE]I MHOTHE U B
rocesike, u B ropoze), CTepikHsi 1aBHbIM-/IaBHO Obl OTHpaBWIM B KooHuio. Ho manouka CtepxkHs,
C MeJICHOK M30aI0BaBIIMI CBOE U3MIOOIEHHOE Ya/l0, BCEra Orpaxaj ero OT KPYIHBIX HEMPHUATHO-
creit, a noromy CTepkeHb IMPOIoIKaT KOM(pOPTHO pacxakuBaTh Ha CBOOOIE, 3aMOJHsIs TOM Ha CTOJIe
Y4acTKOBOI0.

Hexoropbie Bbixoaku CTepxkHs Mana ¢ ylI0BOJIBCTBUEM CITyCKal éMy C PyK: OH CUMTAJ, YTO
TaK1M 00pa3oM (Kpakamu, ApakaMu ¥ IPOYUMHU TMOJIOCTSIMU) ChIH €0 CTAHOBUTCSI HACTOSIIIIEH MY K-
yrHOM. Kak roBoputcs, I0JI0KO OT SIOJIOHM. . ...

Ho, Hecmotps Ha crosp MorHyio 3ammry, CTepikeHb He 4yBCTBOBaJI ceOs1 yBepeHHO. CTepik-
HEM €ro Mpo3Bajii U3-3a 0OYEHb BHICOKOTO POCTa M yXkKacarollen, He3JJ0pOBOi XyHoOb!. [IeBYIIKH ero
He JIIOOWIIY, a OCTaJIbHbIEe WISHB! OAH[IbI TPE3UPATH U OTKPOBEHHO UCIIONB30BAJIH, 3aBUILYS BHICOKO-
MIOCTABJICHHOMY IalloukKe. . ..

Bce uzmenmnocs, korga B 00J1aCTHOM IIEHTPE Ha COPEBHOBAHMSIX 1O Kapary CTep:KeHb MMo3Ha-
KoMuJIcs ¢ [IMI0TOM — MECTHBIM YeMITMOHOM M 3HAMEHUTOCTHIO. Y HUX HAIIOCh MHOTO OOIIETro, 1
BCKOPE OHU CTaJIM 3aKaJAbIYHBIMU JIpy3bsiMU. CTepxkeHb 000Kasl HOBOTO ApPyra, BO BCEM eMy HOIpo-
kanx 1 Obul OYKBAJIbHO y HEro Ha moOerymkax. A, Tak Kak 1Mot Obi1 B OONBIIOM aBTOpUTETE Y
MAaJIOJIETHUX OAHIUTOB, TO U CTepikeHb OBICTPO TOBBICHII CBOM PEUTHHT.

[MuoT ObLT KpacaBLieM, AEBYIIKH HE AaBAIM eMy MPOXo/a, HO eMy He ObLJIO 10 HUX HUKAKOTOo
nena. Y Hero Obuta Meuta. [TwioT MeuTan crath 3HAMEHUTHIM YEMITMOHOM, CHUMAThCs B OOEBUKAX
1 3aTKHYTH 3a mnosic bproca JIU, Ixxekn Yana, CtuBeHa Curana u Bcex Mpouyux, BMecTe B3AThX. U
OZTHK/IBI Cy/Ib0OA J1asia eMy IIaHC.

OH pokeH ObLT MoexaTh Ha YEeMITMOHAT B 0OJIACTHOM IIEHTP, Ha KOTOPBIN JOJIKEH ObLT IpH-
exarb rpomiocep U3 MOCKBBI, TIOABICKUBAIOIINI aKTepoB [UIsi OoeBHKa-cepraia. [Iunor Hocuics ¢
9TO MOE3/AKOM, KaK BAPYT OyKBaJIbHO HAKaHyHE CTYKHYJICS Ha OTIIOBCKOM MamnHe. OH Bpe3asics B
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OeTOHHBIN CTONO (CKOPOCTH OBbLIa MAJICHBKOM, UTO CIIACIIO eMY KU3Hb), HAUBIHCH co CTepXHEM, U
cioman pyky. Emy Hanoxwunu rumnc. [Toe3ka Hakpbliach — He COCTOsIACh U BCTpeUa ¢ MPOAI0CEPOM.
A pyka, Kak Ha3/o, He XOTela 3aKUBATh — KOCTH CPOCIIUCHh HEMPABMIIBHO U MPOMCXOAMIN BCSIKUE
TUIOXHE TPOLECCHI. . ... IMeHHo Torna CTepkeHb peru IoMoYb Ipyry U MoBes ero K Bany.

— Byana y Bac Ha crenke, — cripocui ITuior (u30ayi0BaHHBI BHUMAHHMEM JIIOJEH, OH JyMall,
YTO 3HAET aOCOIOTHO BCE U UTO MY JOJIKEH BECh MUP), — 9TO KTO?

— Pan, uro 61 ero 3ametui! [IpucMoTpuch K HeMy TOBHUMATeNIbHEH, Korga OyAellb BBIXO-
IWTh, — BaH 9acTo-4acTo 3aKayall TOJI0BOM, U JIMIIO €ro MPHOOPEIO HEMPUSATHOE, XUIITHOE BhIpaxKe-
HUe, — 3T0 cTpax. CTpaxk 3eyeHoro apakoHa. OH CTOPOXUT IJ1a3 3eJIeHOrO APaKoHa, KOTOPBIA Med-
TAIOT HAlTH BCe HEMOOEAUMbIE BOUHBI.

— Henob6eaumbie BonHbl? — m1a3a [Iusora mmpoko pacnaxHyiauck, U CTepKeHb MOHSII, YTO
Teriepb ero ot BaHa He OTTAIIMIID U 32 YIIH.

— PasBe ThI HUKOTIa HE CIBIIIAI O 3€JICHOM JIpaKoHe? — MPOAOJIKaI KUTAell.

— Her.

— OH f1aeT JoIsIM CHJTBI BUZIETh HEBUMIMOE U COBEPIIIATh HEBO3MOKHOE. A €I11e OH ITOBEJIEBAET
cekperamu cMepTd. OH TO3BOJISIET YMEPIIBIATh Oe3 MPUKOCHOBEHHS pyKu. CyllecTByeT JereHa,
YTO 3eJICHBIN APAKOH TOMAJ Ha 3eMJTIO C TIEPBHIM HEOECHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, IPAaX KOTOPOTO MOKOUTCS
B caMoW OOJBIION M3 OeIbIX KUTAUCKUX MUPAMUJI, MEeCTOPACIIONIOKEHHE KOTOPOU 10 CUX TIOp TIa-
TEJIbHO OXPAHSETCs] KUTAUCKUM MPaBUTETbCTBOM. UTOOBI pa3OMTh apMHIO0 MaHWKYpPOB, BJIaJEBIINX
B TO BpeMsi Kurtaem, nmneparop BbIpBaJl y 3eJIeHOro ApakoHa ra3. CTousio BOMHY MOJIepKaTh STOT
I71a3 B pyKe, KaKk OH CTAaHOBUJICSI O€CCMEPTHBIM. Bosibliie ero HUKTO He Mor nodeauthb. OH ObUT CIOCO-
OeH JOCTHYb JTI0O0r0 MOTYIIECTBA M CJIaBbl. MiMmiepaTop co3nas aqecatepbix BOMHOB — U OHU pa3ouiv
MHOTOMMJIJTMOHHYIO apMHI0 MaHuKypoB. U 3aBoeBaim Bech Kuraii. Ho nossxe Hernodeanmbie BOVHBI
B30yHTOBaIMCh. 11 OMMH M3 HUX CBEpr MMIlepaTtopa, yOUB €ro, a caMm 3aHsI €r0 MECTO B BEpPXOB-
Hol Biactu. Ho nepen cMepThio UMIIEpaToOp TIIATEIBHO CIIPATAN IJ1a3 3€JIEHOTO JPaKOHa, Oracasich
ero morymiecTBa. C Tex MOp Kaxk[plii, YBJICKAIOIIUIACS OOEBBIMU UCKYCCTBAMU, MEUTAET HAUTHU STOT
TajrcMaH. MHOTve HaXOAWIM — ¥ JOCTUTAJIM HeObIBAJIOro MOTyIIecTBa 1 caBbl. Ho moTom tanucman
BBICKAJIb3bIBAJI TAMHCTBEHHBIM 00pa30M U3 MX PYK, a ero ObIBIIEro o0agaTesisi HaCTUrajl eyaabHbIi
koHell. ['oBopwin, 4to Tak 6su10 ¢ Bpiocom JIu... C Mao 1[3e-/lyHoM. 3HaMeHHUTBIE IMEHa, He TaK
m? Kaxaplii MeuTaeT HalTH 171a3 3eJIeHOTO APaKOHa, HO He KaXKJIOMY 3TO JIaHO.... — CTApUK XUTPO
rocMotpen Ha ITuora.

— A 4TO CcTasI0Ch C CAaMMM 3€JIEHBIM APAaKOHOM? — CIIPOCHJT TOT.

— JIMmmMBIIMCH CBOETO XO35IMHA, OH yJeTesl oOpaTHO Ha He0O, HO Tepes STUM Hakas3asl ajd-
HBIX, KOPBICTHBIX 1 MEJIKHX Jiofieid. OH ogapri UM ONMYM — KECTOKOE HaKa3aHKe, HeUero cKas3arh.
[TosTOMy KypHJIBLIMKOB OMMYyMa Ha3bIBAIOT CIIyTraMH 3€JICHOrO JIpakoHa. MHOTHe BepsAT B TO, UYTO
3€JIEHBIM JIPaKOH — 3TO CTPax 3Ja.

— Ilouemy crpax 31a?

— OH TIaTeNbHO OXpaHseT 3HaHK, KOTOPbIe MOTYT MOBJIUATH HA U3MEHEHHUSI JTIOJICKOTO MUPA.
W 4T0oOBI 17123 3€JIeHOro JApaKkoHa MPOAOJIKA UCYe3aTh, He J1aB 0ONaJaTeNio CBEpXbECTECTBEHHOTO
MOT'YIIIECTBA, OH MOCHUTAET Ha 3eMJIIO CTPaXkka, KOTOPBIi UMeeT MUCTHUYECKYIO CBSI3b CO CBOMM TaJIHC-
MaHOM, U JIOJUKEH BOBpeMsi 3a0path ero, Korjaa npujaet Bpems. [louemy — s He 3Ha0. O4eBUAHO, y
X0351eB 3€JICHOTO APaKOHa ObLIM KAKME-TO CBOM PACUEThl, — YCMEXHYJICS CTApUK.

— Hy, 10 Bcero b nerenna, — Haxmypuics [unor, — geTckas ckaska, He Oornee.

— Kak 3Hatb, Kak 3HaTh. ... — MOKa4yas rojloBOW CTapHK, — MOYeMy BAPYT OIMH, HUYEM He Ipu-
MeuaTeJIbHBIN BpOoJie YeJIOBEK, B3MBIBAET TaK BBICOKO BBEPX HaJ1 BceMH moapMu ? [TloueMy MMEHHO OH,
a He nipyrori? Moxet, B 3ToM U ecTh TaiiHa? Bynp y TeOs 171a3 3eJIeHoro ApakoHa, TH Jaxe C MOJIo-
MaHHOUW PYKOW BCTpETHJICS Obl C TIPOMIOCEPOM U MOy Obl IJIABHYIO POJb, KOTOpasi MTHOBEHHO
caenasa Obl TeOst Cynep3Be3Ion. . .

— Otkypa Bbl 3HaeTe?! — KpoBb OTXJIbIHYJIA OT JMua ITunora, — Bbl YTO-TO Ciibiamu?!
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— Orkyna s 3Ha10? — BaH ycMmexasicsl Bce OTKPOBEHHEM, pacTArvMBasi B HENPUSATHON YXMBUIKE
CKOJIb3KHE T'yOBI 3eJIEHOBATOr0 OTTEHKA, — TaK U OBITh, s TeOe CKakKy. Y MeHsl eCThb I71a3 3eJIeHOro
apakoHa. Ml omHaX bl ThI CMOKEIIIb €T0 B3STb.

Pazymeercs, [Tunor He moBepwmi. M Bcio 0OpaTHYO JIOpOry 10 AOMa, Kak MOT, CMesijICs HaJl
crapukom. CTepkeHb eMy MOIIaKUBaI — XOTS B ITyOMHE AYyIIH JUIsl HEro cjioBa craporo Bana 3By-
Yajau BechbMa yOeIUTEIbHO. .... A pOBHO 4yepe3 Mecsll U B VIHTepHeTe, U 1o BCeM TesleKaHalaM, U B
[JISTHLIEBBIX Y MOMYJISIPHBIX XKEJTHIX Ta3eTax, KOTOpble BCe-TAKHM MPUBO3WIN B MOCEJOK, MOSIBUIIACH
uH(pOpMaIHs O TOM, YTO HOBBIM aKTep cepuajia, KOTOpPOro oToOpall Ha IJIaBHYIO pOJib MPOIIOCEP B
00JIACTHOM LIEHTpE, CTaJI 3Be30M. DTO OBUT TOT CaMBIl IPOIIOCEDP, C KOTOPHIM JIOJKEH ObUT BCTpe-
TUThCSI [TUII0T — HO He BCTpeTuiics. DTo ObLI TOT CaMblii cepuall, B KoTopblid [TiiioT Mor nonacth — HO
He rornaJl. To ObUTH Te caMble COPEBHOBAHMSI B OOJIACTHOM IIEHTPE, KOTOPbIe MOT BHIMTpaTh [TuioT
— HO OH MX He Beiurpajl. VIx Bbmrpan apyroi, 16-1eTHUA NOAPOCTOK, U CTaJl 3BE3101.

[Munor mepectan cMmeATbCsl HAA CTapukoM. A crapblii BaH mpu KaxaoMm ymoOHOM ciydae
TIBITAJICS TTOAYEPKHYTh TOT MOMEHT, UTO OJIHM HAa3bIBAIOT B3JIET HABEPX yAauei, OpTYHOM, CUACTIIH-
BBIM CJIy4yaeM, a JIpyrue — [Ia30M 3€JIEHOTO JIpaKoHa.

Iotom B *xu3Hb [Iunora u CrepkHs npunuia 6eaa, ¥ OHU 3a0bUIM HA BpeMs MIPO CTaporo
kuTaiia. bepa npunuia B ToT eHb, Koraa CrepkeHb 1 [TU10T mpourpaii B KapThl MECTHOMY aBTO-
purety. Urpamum, pasymeercs, Ha IeHbI'M, a HUKakux aeHer y [Tuiora u CtepxHsi He Obuto. B pesyib-
Tate 00a Monaar Ha OOJBIIYI0 CYMMY, KOTOPYIO HE OTKYAa ObLIIO B3SITb.

ABTOpUTET AT OTCPOUKY Ha Mecsiil. Uepes Hezielno, OeCIeNbHO IaTasich 1Mo CBoeH yiuile (Tioka
[Tuot ObLT HAa TPEHUPOBKE), YBUET, KaK cTaprKa BaHa Ha CKOpOW TIOMOIIM YBO3ST B OOJIBHUITY. A
yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEN cTapblil Ban ymep, u oM ocrascs MyCTOu.

Korga crapuk ymep, Crepkenb npeaioxui [Twioty 3aye3th B JOM cTapuka v 3adparh IeH-
HBI BEIM, KOTOPBIX TaM ObLJIO HaBajioMm. IToToM Bce 3TO mpopath U OTAaTh aBTOpUTeTY Aoar. Bee
PaBHO Bl CTapuKa MPONagyT — JOM IOJTHOCTBIO OOUMCTST Mapojephl-COCEI, OHU HA HEro YyXKe
7123 NoNoXWwIM. VM, cocesiM, HUKakoi monb3el, a Ctepxkens u [Tunot OyayT criaceHsl. Mim nipsimast
BbITof1a — ocoOeHHo [Tunoty. KTo 3HaeT, yem 4eprt He MIyTUT — MoXeT, [TWIoT HaiieT 3TOT camblii
I71a3 3eJICHOTO JIPAaKOHa, BEeIb CTApPUK YTBEPXKaJ, UTO OH Y Hero ectb. B modom ciyyae, oHu OyayT
ero MCKaTh, a JaJIbIIe — YKe KaK TMOIyYHUTCS.

U Mot He Mor He coracuthes. Tem Gonee, YTo mocie pa3piedeHnil B kKommanuu CTepikHs
[Musto crast mpourpeiBaTh, ¥ MPOUTPaJl KPYITHbIE COPEBHOBAHUS JIBA pa3a MOAPsA. 3BE3JHOCTh MECT-
HOro macuiraba momarHyaack. [TWIoT HUKOrga He BHIET TAJIMCMAaH W3 JIETEH[Ibl, HE TPEeICTaBIIsT
naxe, Kak OH BBIIJISIWT, HO, TEM HE MeHee, IJIa3 3eJIeHOTO JIPaKOHA MOCTOSIHHO, JIeHb M HOUb, ObLT
Tiepest ero raa3aMu.

OxkHo ckpurnnyio. Ctapasi JepeBssHHasi paMa JIerko BepHyJiach Ha mecto. Ctep:xeHb U [Tunor
OKa3aJIMCh B CIUIOMIHON TeMHOTe. O0a CTOsT ONMM3KO K OKHY, Jepkach 3a CTeHY, OOsICh TOIeBe-
JIMTHCS U COUTh KAKOM-TO U3 MHOTOUYKCIIEHHBIX TIPEIMETOB, BCET/a 3ar POMOXK/IABIIMX KOMHATY, TEM
CaMBIM B3bIBAaB TIO3BOJISIONINN OOHAPYKUThH UX IITyM.

— ®oHapHK BKIIOYH, UAKOT! — 3710 3ammurnesn [Tunor — emy nmouemy-To O6bU10 0COOEHHO HeTpu-
SITHO UCKaTh CBOIO MEUTY, CMBICJ BCEH CBOEW XU3HU MPU TOHKOM Jiyue (poHapuKa, mpsyach, Kak
camblil HactosMid Bop. COOCTBEHHO, OH YK€ CTal BOPOM... PaHbllle 3Ta MBICIIb KaK-TO HE MPUXO-
JWJIa eMy B TOJIOBY, HO TeTeph OHA CJIOBHO 3aKaJla €ro B JyIIHbIE, He TIPOITYCKAIOIHe BO3IyX THKH,
OTYEro emMy cpasy CTajo He Io cede.

BcrnbixHyI TYCKIIBIH JTy4, ¥ B TAHUKE 3aMeTaJICs 1Mo cTopoHaM — y CTep:kHs qpoxanu pyku. Ha
JOJTI0 CEKYH/Ibl BHICBETHIICS] METHBIM OOK OrPOMHOM HAIOJIBHOM Basbl, KAKOWU-TO MECTPBIN Beep, Kpaii
Pa30pBaHHOTO JIMHOJIEYMa Ha TPSI3HOM IOy U Yachl Ha CTEHE.

[MuoT 601pHO BITWIICS NANTbIIaMU B TU1edo CTepKHS:

— Jepxwu posHo, npunypok! He BugHO HUM XpeHa!
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Ho Crepxenb, B3BU3THYB, MOCIIE ITOrO 3aTpsicCs elle Oosbliie, U J1yd (hOHApUKa MPSIMO Kak
oTOpachiBaeMBINl TEHHUCHBI MY CYIOPOXKHO 3aIlIscasl 1o CTOpOHaM. BApyr yscHHB, 4TO caM OH
TpsiceTcsl He MeHbllle, [In10T ocTaBui €ro B MOKOE.

— Cnpib, [Tunor.... — B ronoce CtepxkHsl 3Byuasa MaHUKa, — 4dyelllb, KaKOW 37ech 3amax’?
CtpaHHbIii. . ..

— 3anax? — 1ot B HeIoyMeHuM nepeiepHyJI IJIe4aMy — B 3TOT MOMEHT 3arlaX KOMHAThI 3aHU-
MaJl ero MeHbllle BCero, — Kakou, K 4epry, 3amnax?

— BonsieT ci0BHO TYXJISITUHOM. .. Vinn GOJOTHO¥M THUJIBIO. . ..

— MHoro Tl NIOHUMaeb B 0omoTax !

— ¢ 6bL1 OMHAXKTBL. .. BoMOTa Tak THUIOT. ..

— He 6onraii yenyxu! BoHsieT kak 0ObIYHO B KOMHATe, B KOTOPYIO JIOJIO HUKTO HE 3aXOMMII.
Kpome Toro, crapuk cTonbko Bcero Hatauwil. .. TyT U MOBEPHYTHCS TOJIKOM HErZie,  Thl TOBOPHIIIb
3amax...

CJ0BHO B 10Ka3aTeIbCTBO o ¢10B, CTep:keHb BIPYT HEJIOBKO pa3BepHyJics. Bmasacs nieuom
B OCTPBII YToJ1 KaKOTro-TO IKada, ¥ B3BBLT OT 00U — J1a TaK IPOMKO, UTo [THI0TY OCcTaBanoch Juilb
CILTIOHYTh C Aocafbl. .. Ecim no6am3ocTy ObUIM JII0AM, OHM HE MOTJIM HE CPearupoBaTrh Ha 3TOT BOML.
Ho moneit He Ob10. HUKTO He XJIOMHYJM ABEPhIO, HE MOCTy4Yasl B OKHO, HE 3aKOJOTHII TIO 3a00py
MAJIKOM, Yrpokasi BbI3BaTh MIJIMLIMIO — U [THJI0T HEMHOTo paccnabuiics: OHHM ISHCTBUTEIIHHO ObLIH
B CIUIOIIIHOM IyCTOTE.

Cpasy yCIOKOMBIIIUCH, OH JJOCTAT U3 pIOK3aKa Oojiee MOIIHBINA (hOHApPh M HAKal Ha KHOIIKY.
SIpKuii CBET OCBETWII MPUBBIYHBIE MPEMETHI, KOTOPbIE OHU yXKe BUeIU He oauH pa3. CTepikeHb C
00JIErYeHNEM BBIIOXHYT:

— Vx 1hI! 31€ech Bce Tak, Kak Bcerga.

— A TBI 4TO JymMan? — nokocuics Ha Hero [TiioT, — 4to Thl oxxuaa 31ech yBuaeTh? KpoBaBbix
MIPU3PAKOB, BHIIIOI3AI0IIMX U3 TEMHOTHI?

CrepxeHb XMBIKHYJI — K HEMY BepHYJoch xopoiuee HactpoeHue. K IIunoty Toxke — 1 OH He
yZAepKaJics MIOBTOPUTD:

— Kak Buauiib, KpoBaBbIX MPU3PAKOB 3/1ECh HET. . ..

W, 6onpiiie He oOpariiast BHUMaHKS HU Ha YTO, PUATEIN-COOOITHUKY HAPABUJIUCH K PE3HOMY
Oydery, rae crapuk Ban nepxait pa3indyHble COKPOBHUIIA, YTOOBI €T0 B3JIOMATh.

Xpynkoe 1epeBO XPYCTHYJIO I0[ JIE3BUEM MEPOUMHHOIO HOXKA... 3amax THWIM ycuiuics. B
KOMHATe IIPOCTO CTano HeueM Jpimath. [Toka [Tumor peuics B Heppax O6ydera, CTepkeHb CBETUII eMy
MOIIHBIM (hOHAPEM.

— 3pech yxe aplniath HeueM! — ckazan CrepxkeHb, HO [Tuior He yciblima ero ciosa.

Haxkoner [TuoT BHIHBIPHYT HA TOBEPXHOCTH. JIMIIO €ro BeIpakayio KpailHee pa3ouyapoBaHue.

— Huuero a6comotHo. .. HanipacHo MeI clona Bie3mu! [leHer BooOie HeT. TolnbKo BCSIKUE I'po-
IIIOBbIE KUTACKUe Oe3/IeNyIIKH, KOTOpble MOKHO KYNHTh Ha JIOOOM Oazape, a U3 BCEX COKPOBHIIL
camoe IIEeHHOE — ITyCTas TIOJIOMaHHasl IIKATYJIKa C MepIaMyTpOBOM KpbIIKoi. Becemy atomy Gapaxity
rpo 1ieHa. Ctapyk ObUT HUII, KaK HEPKOBHAS MBIIIb! Y HEro B3sTh a0COMIOTHO Hevuero!

— A ma3? Tsl Hamen rmas?

— He nHarmen Huvero gaxe otaaneHHo rnoxosxkero. CTapyk MpoCcTo BBLKWII U3 yMa, BI1ajl B MapasM
¥ MeHs pasbirpai. Tak s u gymait... HopmanbHBI YesloBeK HU 32 UTO He TIOBEPHT B 3TH OpeTHH.

— Ho mblI e TOJIbKO HayaIy UCKATh. ... — Pa304apoBaHo NpoTsaHyl CTepkeHb.

— To1 ObI BUIEN, KaKylo (PUTHIO XPaHWII 3TOT cTapblid uauoT! [TycThie CKOPIYNKU OT IPelKux
OpEXOB, HAIIpUMEDP, WJIM LLIENTYXy OT ceMeuek. .. Ele nosioMaHHble OYKH, BbIPBAaHHBIE JIMCTKU KaJIEH-
Japsi AeCATUIIETHEN JaBHOCTU — KCTAaTH, HA HUX Ha BCEX MOYEMY-TO CETOAHSIIHEE YUCIIO, U CTapble
COBETCKHE JIEKTPOHHBIE Yachl, KOTOPHIE JIET JeCATh yXKe HUKTO HE HOCHUT. ..

— Y0 THI 3aLMKIIMIICS Ha 9TOM OydeTe, Koraa 37ech MOITHO BCAKUX MOJMIOYEK U IKadoB!
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— Ha, To1 ipaB, HO... Ho s mpoCcTO BCIOMHMII KaK YacTO CTApHK MOCMATPUBAIT Ha 3TOT Oyer. ..
A TIOMHUIIIb, KaK OIHAXIIBI OH, IPSMO MOTHPAsi PyKH OT yIOBOJBbCTBHS, CKa3aJl, YTO KOE-KTO OYEHb
OBl YIMBUIICS, €CJIM OBl YBHIEI €70 COIEPKUMOE. . .

B mamsaTtu 06oux BAPYr YETKO BCIUIBLT TOT CaMblii MOMEHT: CTapblii BaH onmparcs o aBepiry
Oydera riedomM, a B I71a3axX €ro CBETUIOCh KaKOe-TO OYeHb CTPAHHOE YOBJIETBOPEHHE, OT KOTOPOTO
€ro JIMIO, ¥ 0e3 TOro HAMOMUHAIOIIIee MOJTHYIO JIYHY (MJTH KPYIJIbIA JIOCHSIIIUIACS OIMH) CJIOBHO yBe-
JIMYUIIOCHh B 0OOBEME.

[Muot HarpaBuJICs K 1iesion 6aTapee APyrux MKapIMKOB, HAXOASAIIMXCS B TIIyOMHE KOMHATHI,
HO He YCIIesT OTKPBITh HM OJWH U3 HUX, Korjaa CtepikeHb BAPYT UCIIYTaHHO TPOHYJI €ro 3a IJIeYO.

— Th1 copimmmb 3TOT 3BYK ? — mpornentan CTep:KkeHb, U 3pauky ero paclIMpIIINCh OT yKaca, —
CJIBIIIUIIE?

[MuoT npucymanics, HampsKeHHO 3aMepeB B TEMHOTE. 3BYK ObLT OXOK HAa TUXUM IIEIeCT —
CJIOBHO KTO-TO TAll[WJI 32 OKHAMU KaKOW-TO TSIKEJIBI IPEAMET, HallpUMep, TPYKEHHBII MEILOK, IO
caMoi 3emJie K JIoMy. 3BYK ObLT OTJAJICHHBIN, HO MOCTOSIHHBIN: YTO-TO TAIMJIM 10 HAMPABJICHUIO K
JIOMY, ¥ IOPOX CO3/IaBAIO TPEHUE O MOBEPXHOCTh 3eMJIU ITOTO TSKEJIOro MpeMeTa.

Bneuatnenue ObU10 CTpaHHBIM, Belb OYKBaJIbHO ellle napy MUHYT Ha3ag u CtepxeHs, U [Tunor
MOpaXaJInCh MOTHOMY 0e33By4HrIo Bo ABope. Jlioau Bce-Taku Obutn nodmmsoctu? Ho toraa moyemy
HUKTO HE CpearpoBasl Ha 11ym, Korjga CtepxkeHb B3BbUI OT yaapa?

— Mosker, MammuHa 1o yiuie eaer? — ¢ HaAexkaou npeanonoxuia CrtepkeHb, — eIeT OUYeHb
MeJJIEHHO, a Jopora uioxas. .. BoT 1 Kaxercs, 4To Tanar 4To-To..

— Her, — IIunot mokayas rojioBoid, — Thl caM 3Haelllb, YTO MAIIMHbI 3[IECh TPOE3KAIOT OUEHb
penKo, 0cOOEHHO HOYBIO.

— Torma uro?

— Iloxosxe, uto-To Tamar. HaBepHoe, KTO-TO O HAac ¢ TOOOM yXke 3/1eCh MOIIypOBaJl, U Tereph
THXOHBKO TIBITAETCS] YTAIIUTh YKPaJeHHOE.

— Jlo Hac kTo-TO cofa Bae3? — masza CTepkHs paCIUMpPUIINCh.

— A mouemy Het? Bce 3HalOT, UTO CTapuKa B JOME JIONTO HET, YTO OH yMep B OOJbHUILIE. A 1OM
MPOCTO HAOWT IIeHHBIMK Bemamu. Ham ke mpwuiinia ¢ To0oi B TooBy 3Ta ues! Tak moyemy 3Tum
HE MOT' BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsl KTO-TO e1ie?

— Torma naBaii oriMaeM ypoza U oToepeM TO, YTO OH CTariu!

— Iopnoxau. Bee 310 Kak-10 cTpaHHo. S He MOHMMAK. ..

— Yro?!

— Ecim 9to-TO TBITAIOTCS OTCIOAA BBHITAIIMTH, TO TOYEMY 3BYK HE yaaisieTcs OT Joma, a
HA000POT, TpudIMKaeTcs K Hemy? Thl CIIBIIIUIIIE ?

3BYyK yCHJIWJICS: Terepb 00a sICHO CIIBIIIAIM ero npuonmkenre. Ecim paHbliie OH CyIecTBo-
BaJI Kak Obl B OTJAJICHUH, TO TeNepb OH KAaTHWJICS CIIOBHO IO HapacTalollel, yBeIMuuBasch Ha Ooee
BBICOKMX YaCTOTaX — Kak OyJTO yBEIMYMBAIACh CKOPOCTD MEePEMENIAIoNIerocs mpeamMera, ¢ OOIbIION
CKOPOCTBIO TPYIIET0Cst O 3eMITIO.

Or1o Henb3sa ObUIo He ycubimaTh — u CTepikeHb, Beeraa 0osiee JIerko MOMIAIONIMICS TTaHUKe,
BAPYT 33/IpOKaJl BCEM TEJIOM, CYIOPOXHO XBaTasi PTOM BO3/IyX.

— Jagaii yitnem orciofa... Crpamso... O4eHp yxk CTPaIIHO. .. — [IOYTH 3aCTOHAJ OH — I10 €T0
JIMITy KaTWJIMCh KPYIHBIE KallIM T0Ta, — JaBail CKOpee yHIeM. ..

— Tol mpaB, — [T10TY OBLIO CTPAIIHO HE MEHBIIE, IIPOCTO OH OOJiee YCIEIIHO YMe JiepKaTh
ce0s1 B pyKax, — 4to Obl 3TO HU ObUIO, HaJ0 yxoauTh. U OicTpo! Unem.

CxBatuB CTepXkHs 32 PyKY, OH METHYJICS K OKHY — HO OKHO TJIOTHO 3aKpbIBaJI MeTaJlTye-
CKHe CTaBHH, B3sIBIIMECS] HEM3BECTHO OTKYAA. PaHbllle HUKaKuX cTaBHEH (TeM OoJiee MeTaTTMYECKUX )
3aech He ObU10. [TWIIOT yiKe MpOTsAHYN PyKH, YTOOBI COPBaTh HEOXKUAAHHO TMOSIBUBLIYIOCS TIPErpajy,
KaK KOMHATy BAPYT 3aJIWJT SIPKUH CBeT.
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TemHas rpeskjie KOMHATa BAPYT BCS HAMIOJTHUIIACH CBETOM — 3€JICHOBAThIM, OJIe[IHBIM, HO B TO
e BpeMsl IPOH3UTEILHBIM CBETOM, BHICBETUBIIIMM JIaKe CaMble TEMHBIE YTJTbl KOMHATHI. B3sBITmiics
HEM3BECTHO OTKY/IA, CBET IIeJI Cpa3y CO BCEX CTOPOH PACCESTHHBIM MOIIIHBIM TIOTOKOM, M B €T0 JIydax
BCE MPEeIMEThI, HAXOAAIIMECS BHYTPH, MOMyJYasid Oojiee CTpaHHbIe, YEeTKUE M, OTHOBPEMEHHO, pac-
TUTBIBIITMIECS] OYEPTaHUs, CJIOBHO yBelM4MBasich B pasmepax. Hu Crepxens, Hu [Twior HUKOTIa He
BUZIEIM TAKOTO CBETa — €ro He MOIJIO JIaBaTh JEKTPUIECTBO, €ro He MOIJIM JIaBaTh JIIOOBIE CYIIe-
CTBYIOIIME (POHAPU WJIM UICTOYHUKY OCBEIIEHU . 3€JIeHbI HACBIIIIEHHBIN CBET CJIOBHO CTaJI IJIOTHBIM
BEIIIECTBOM, M MYJIbCUPOBAJI HA YEJIOBEUECKOUN KOXe, MPHUaBasi il Myraiomuil O0JIOTHBIN OTTEHOK.

CrepxeHb B3BBUL. B 3TOM Boe He OBbLIIO HUYErO YeIOBeuecKoro. Tak MOIIO BBITh 3arHAHHOE
KMBOTHOE, UCTIBLITHIBAIOIIEE TIEPBOOBITHBIN YKac — JKUBOTHOE, KOTOPHIM OH yXke CTaJl.

Bos, CtepxeHb METHYJICS K OKHY, 3aTeM K IBEPHU, 3aTeM 3aMETaJICS [0 KOMHATe, HATAIKMBASICh
Ha CTOSIIIIME B HEW MPEIMETHI, 3aTeM BAPYT CYIOPOKHO 3aMoTdal — u Toraa [IunoT yBuaen to, 4to
niepBbIM yBHeN CTepkeHb. DTOro He MOIJIO OBITh B peaIbHOCTH, HO, TEM He MEHee, 3TO ObLIO IMEHHO
TakK...

B nBepb, enBa momemasch B ABEPHOE OTBEPCTUE, U3BMBAACH, IIPOHUKAIA OTPOMHAS 3Mes. ..
3Mel-MOHCTP HEBUJIAaHHBIX Pa3MepoB, B 0OXBaTe OOJbIlle, YeM HECKOJIBKO YesioBeK. V3BHUBascCh
TEJIOM 10 TIOJTy ¥ M3/1aBasi IIPY STOM OTBPATUTEJIHHOE Iy pIIaHue (ITO ObLT TOT CAMBIi 3BYK, KOTOPBII
TaK Hamyraj X BHayYaJjie), CBUBASICh B KOJIbLIA M PA3BUBASICH, YTOOBI 3aHATH OOJIbIIIEE MPOCTPAHCTBO,
3Mel IPOHMKAJT B KOMHATY.

OtBpaTtuTeNbHas yernyiiyaras Koxka 3Med OTJIMBaJIa U3YMPYIOM, HO CAMBIM yXKaCHBIM ObLTH
r1aza. Y 3men ObLIO He JIBa, a LEJbIX TPU IJia3a — SAPKO-TOPAIIUX MU3YMPY/Aa, CJIOBHO BIABJIEHHBIX
B YPOMJIUBYIO MOpAy 4yAoBuina. Tperuil ra3 Obu1 Ha JIOY, HaJ JAPYTUMU IBYMS, U TaK ke, Kak U
9TH JIBa, TIepeMelaJIiCsl B pa3HBIX HAIIPABJICHUSIX — 3Mes CJIOBHO OCMATPHUBAJIa BCIO KOMHATY, IPOSIB-
JIsisl He CBOMCTBEHHYIO PETITHIIMAM BHUMATEIBHOCTh. DTO OTBPATUTEILHOE CYIIECTBO M3JABAJIO TOT
camMblii OOJIOTHBIN 3amax THIJIN, KOTOPBIM IPOIIaxjia BCsS KOMHATa, U OT KOTOPOTO BHYTPHU ObLIO IMPO-
CTO HEBO3MOXKHO JIBIIIIATD.

[MapamuzoBanHbli yxacom CTepkeHb ymaj Ha TOJ, 3allelMBIINCh 32 KaKyl-TO TaOypeTKy.
VYenbima 1rym, 3Mesi OCTAHOBUJIACH U HAITPSDKEHHO 3aMepria. 3aTeM PhIBKOM Opocuiiach BIiepe]l —
u 3arorana CrepxkHs. Ero uckaxkeHHoe IUKUM YXacoM, OKPOBABJIEHHOE JIMIIO MCYe3JI0 B 3MEUHOM
MacT, ¥ OBLIO CIIBIIIHO, KaK JIOMAIOTCS €r0 KOCTH B XHUBOTe y 3Mer. OOOpBaHHBIN BOTUIL YMUPAIO-
IIer0 YYJOBUIITHOM CMEPTHIO YeJIOBEeKA 3aTHX, a 3Mesl TPUHSIIACh epeBapUBaTh CBOIO JI0OBITY, METO-
JIWYHO PacKauMBasi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY CBOIO YPOIJIMBYIO TUIOCKYIO TOJIOBY.

3a oiHy ceKyHIy BOJIOChl Ha royose [Twora cramu Genbivu. [lapann3oBaHHBIA yKacom, Bce
ele He Beps B Y)KaCHYI0 CMepThb Apyra (pacCyJOK OTKa3bIBAJICS BOCIPUHUMATH €ro cMepTh), [Tumor
BJIABJIMBAJICS B CTEHKY, CJIOBHO ITBITAsICh HAUTH B HEl criaceHre. Bee ero MBI CBEJIO CYIOPOTOM.
Ho 3eenblii cBeT, 3aJIMBIIHIA KOMHATY, OOHaXas1 abcomoTHO Bee. OT Hero Hekyaa ObLIO CIIPSTAThCS.
3eJleHBIN CBET MyJIbCUPOBAJT Ha CTaBIlel Oeslee Mena Koxe [IumoTa.

[ToBepHyB ronoBYy, 3Mesl HalmpaBWIach K HeMy. 3Mesl Moy3iaa MeaieHHo. [lopaBHSABIINCE ¢
[MuoToM, HaXOAAIIMMCS B COCTOSTHUY MTOJTYCMEPTH, OHA BBICOKO TIOIHSLJIA TOJIOBY — TaK, UTO €€ ropsi-
e W3yMpPYIbI-TJ1a3a CTad BPOBeHb ¢ Tiazamu [Iunora. He oTpeiBasich, coxpaHsis MONHYIO HETo-
JBVDKHOCTD, HE Jiesiasl TOTBITKY HaIlacTh, 3Mesl cMoTpena B 11a3a [Tuora. . .. Tlotom pasmacs ronoc
— ToJIOC, 3aIOTHUBIIMIA BCIO KOMHATY, 3By4JaIimii s [Tunora, Kak Bce TpyOBl CTPAIITHOTO Cy/a.

— DT0 3esIeHbIH JIPaKOH, — MPOU3HEC TOJI0C cTapuka BaHa, — s o0eras, 4To OJHAX/IbI Thl €T
YBU/IUIIIb.

[Munot packpeut riaza. OH X0OTeNn MoTepsATh CO3HAHUE — HO He Mor. Kakas-To cuja 1ernko Jiep-
’Kajia ero Ha MOBEPXHOCTH CO3HAHUS.

— Tot ymep, — ckazan [1u1ot, — 1 B TBOEM JJOME IOTOMY, UTO Thl yMep.

Paznascsa cmex, u Ha r1a3ax [TuoTa Mo 3Meu CTaio YeTOBeYECKUM — 3TO ObLIO JIMIIO CTAPUKA
Bana. to 61 cTapuk BaH, craBmmii orpoMHON 3Meei.
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. JlobycoBa. «I[na3 3eneHoro qpakona (COOPHHUK)»

— 41 He Mory ymeperTsb. {I 3eneHblil JpakoH.

—Her. Her.... Her... — [Tiwot 3aapixajicsi — HO CO3HAHUE HE YXOIWJIO, HAIIPOTUB, CTAHOBUJIOCh
Bce OoJiee YETKUM.

— 41 3enenblil JpakoH, — pousHec BaH, — U s uIy HOBOTO CTpaxka.

— Yro 310 3HAUUT?

— 41 Mory cyIecTBOBaTh TOJIBLKO TOT/IA, KOTAA Y MEHS €CTh CTpakK. S Wiy HOBOrO cTpaka Kaxk-
Jble IeCATH JIeT.

— A 49TO CTAaHOBUTCS C MPEIBIIYIINIM ?

— OH ucuezaet. D10 AOTOBOP.

— HoroBop ¢ kem?

— TbI He oVIMeEITb.

— 3HauuT, TH HE YEIOBEK ?

— Her.

— A m1a3? Yto ke o3HauaeT raa3 3eJeHOro JpakoHa?

— I'ma3 — Bcero b MprMaHKa, KOTOPOH 51 3aMaHMBAIO JIOJIEH TaK, KaKk 3aMaHUI TeOs.

— ITouemy b1 youn CrepxHs?

— OH HUKOMY He HYXeH. Ero mymma Obl1a mycra, U y Hero He ObUto nienv. Ero gyma mMHe He
HYXHa.

— ITouemy ThI He YOI MeHs?

— Tl CTaHENTL MOUM CTPAKEM.

— A eciu 51 OTKaxKycCh?

— Torma TH MOCTEAyeNIb 32 CBOUM TIpUATeNieM. Y TeOsl ecTh BHIOOP: JIMOO Thl CTAHOBUIIILCS
MOUM CTpakeM, JTUOO Thl UCUE3HElllb, YI/ICeIh HaBCer/a. . ..

UYesoBeueckoe JIUIO UCUe3TI0. 3Mesi, He OTPhIBAsCh, MPUCTAILHO CMOTpEJia B €ro JIUIIO.

— 41 He Xouy! — KpUK BBIPBAJICS M3 HETO MIOMKMMO €r0 BOJIM, — sl He XOUy, He X04y, He Xouy!...

BHe3arnHo OH MOHSI, 3arIsTHYB B MYTAOIIYI0 U3YMPYIHYI0 Oe3/IHY.

— Tol — 3meit no3Hanus. 3meit U3 aga... [locnaHen AbsBOIa, KOTOPBIA MOXET CYIIECTBOBATh
TOJILKO TOT/IA, KOT/Ia CYIIECTBYET €r0 CTPaX. .. 3MEeU-UCKYCUTEb. .. ThI JK/IeIIb, YTOOBI 1 OTKA3AJICH. . .
ThI XOueIIb, YTOOBI 51 0TKA3AJICS CTATh TBOUM CTpaskeM. .. Toraa Tl Oy/ielib CBOOOIeH 1 TOKUHEIIIb ajl.
Ha camom pese y MeHs1 HeT HUKaKoro BeiOopa. .. Ecim s ctaHy cTpakem, 3HAYHUT, MEHSI HAllpaBJisieT
He af....

— OTKa3bIBaiicsi! — rPOMOBOM I'OJIOC 3aMIOTHUII BCIO KOMHATY — M BECh €0 MO3T, — OTKa3bIBaics!
Cwmeprts nyuiie! Y Teds ecth BHIOOp!

— Her. 51 Bcerna xoten crath BOMHOM CBeTa. BbiOopa y MeHs Her.

N3BuBasich, 3Mes IOAHSIIACH K MOTOJIKY, I'PO3HO UM U COOMPAsCh HANACTh. .. PacipsaMuB-
IIKCh, OH TIPUHSLT OOEBYIO CTOMKY — TaK, KaK KOTIa-TO Ha PUHTE, U, IPUHUMAsI BBI3OB CYIbOBI, OpOCHII
C TOPbKOM HEM30EKHOCTBIO, KaK YeJIOBEK, IPUHSBIINN OKOHYATEJILHOE PelllcHNE:

— 41 HoBwIi1 cTpax! S — TBOM cTpak!

3eMJs1 pa3Bep3iach, U 3Mesl, U3BMBasCh, MCUe3Jia B MBUIAIOIIUX Hepax. PacTBopsischk B mpo-
CTPAHCTBE, BBIMTPAB CBOIO TOCJICTHION OWTBY, KpaeM YCKOJIB3AIOIIEro CO3HaHUsI OH yBUAET Oeloe
00JIaKO — TO YXO/IMUJIA BBBICH, K CBOOOIE, TyIIIa MPEIbIIYIIEero CTpaxa. bebiii iBeT 0003Havas ATy,
CTaBIIIYIO aHTEJIOM.

10 set coycrs.

AHTHKBapHasi JJaBKa HAXOIWJIACh B CAMOM IIEHTPE TYPUCTUYECKUX MAPIIIPYTOB CTAPOro ropojia.
B Heii Bcerga ObUIO MHOTOJTIOHO — JIIOZIEH MPHBJICKATIO OOMJIME KUTAUCKUX OE3/IeTyIIeK U PEeIKo-
CTel, BBICTABJICHHOE B HEMHOTO TECHOM 3aJie. B JlaBke Bceriia TOproBasi ee X03s1uH — CTapUK-KHUTAeI
C KPYIJIBIM JIMIIOM, TIOXOKMM Ha TOJTHYIO JIYHY WJIA MacyistHbIi OnnH. Ero 3Banu crapuk Bas.
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. JlobycoBa. «I[na3 3eneHoro qpakona (COOPHHUK)»

JIBoe My*X4uH (B OJHOM M3 HUX MOXHO OBUIO y3HATh M3BECTHOIO OOKCEpa, BHICTYIAIOIIETO B
Cpe/iHeM Bece, BTOPOi ObUT er0 MEHEeIKepOM, 1, TIO COBMECTHUTENILCTBY, OJIU3KUM JIPYTOM, C KOTOPHIM
OoKcep ObUT He pasliell Boaa) 3aepKalluch mepe]] BXOIOM B JIABUOHKY. OHU paccMaTpuBau (pUrypy
Byniel 13 3e1eHOro KaMHS, CTOAIIYIO B HUIIIE BO3JIE BXO/A.

— 3abaBHas CTaTy3TKA.... Y HEro Takoe cepbe3Hoe JIUI0! — cka3asl 00Kcep, — TOTOB IMOCIIOPUTh
Ha YTO YTOJJHO, YTO B CBOEH MPOIILION )KU3HU OH ObLJT BOMHOM, 3TOT CBSATOM! VT KTO Tam OH y HUX. ..

— 3eneHbll, Kak U3 00JI0Ta, — MPOBOPYA MEHeKep, BCera HaCTPOSHHBIN CKeTITHYHO, — JIJIsI
KaMHsI OY€Hb CTPAHHBIN IBET.

— Ho Bce-Taku Kakoe MyKeCTBEHHOE JIMIIO. .. — 33[yMUMBO MOKAYaJl TOJIOBOW OOKCep.

— 4 mazwBamo ero [Tunotom, — cka3as CTapuk-KUTael], BOSHUKAs B IBEPX, — TaK €ro 30BYT. ..
Bepuee, 3Basin koraa-to. OH crpax. He xotute i BorTn?

O0a BoOIILM 32 KWTAKIIEM B JIABYOHKY, B KOTOPOU B TOT JIeHh BOOOIIIE HUKOTO He OBLIO.

— Crpax? — mepecripocui 6oKcep.

— CTpax 3eJIeHOro ApakoHa, — 1, MOWMaB B3IJIsI/T MeHeIXkepa, OpOIIIeHHbI Ha CTApUHHBIA pe3-
Hou Oycder B ImyOuHe, YIBIOHYJICS, — BBl CMOTpUTE Ha Mou Oyder? Cropio Ha 4TO YrOJHO, BbI Obl
M3yMWJINCh, Y3HAB, KaKWe Bellld XpaHATcs B Hem! Hanmpumep, KJTI0Ud OT CTapbiX OTIOBCKUX KHUTY-
JIeHd. ... — CTAPUK QX CHSI, TIOTHpast PyKH OT KAKOrO-TO CTPAHHOTO YIOBOJIbCTBUS, — B HEM COKPO-
BUIIA, HACTOSIIIIE COKPOBUIIIA!

— 3aroBapuBaeTcs CTApUYIOK ! — IIEMTHYJ MEeHeKep, HO OOKCep ero He YCIIBIIIAT.

— Crpax 3esenoro apakoHa? Bel 0 uem?

— 51 pacckaxy Ty JlereHly ¢ YAOBOJIbCTBHEM! A BbI CITBIIIAN KOTIa-HUOYb PO IJ1a3 3eJICHOTO
JpakoHa? — CIPOCHUIT CTApUK.
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. JlobycoBa. «I[na3 3eneHoro qpakona (COOPHHUK)»

JIBa meya

Crapuk 3aKkpbUl ABEpb W, B3IOXHYB, BEepHYJCS Ha cBoe mecro. C TpyooM cell, paclpaBuB
madpaHOBbIE CKJIAIKU OAEsTHUS OyIMiicKoro MoHaxa. ['opbKkue BOCIIOMHHAHUSI TPOPBAICH HOBBIM
B3/I0XOM, OCTABUB CKJIAJJKH Ha JIOy... ['0/ibl HE Te. .. HOrM CIIYIIAIOTCS C TPYAOM, U PyKa BCe TsKeei
BBIBOIUT MEPONIU(BI HA MEPraMeHTe — C KQKAbIM JHEM. .. M JIMHU [TOXOXKHU Ha 3aKOPIOUKH, Ha XOJI-
MHUCTBIE JIOJIMHBI UJIM JIHO BBICOXILIETO Py4bsi — COBCEM HE TaK ObUIO paHbllle, HE TaK. ...

OOMakHYB Nepo B YEpHWIBHHILY, CTAPUK BEPHYJCS K CBOEMY IEpramMeHTy: «KakK ITHIIbI,
napuim B HeOecax Jerenzpl o Bemmkom Xpame [TogHeGecHO. .. 0 BOMHAX, MPUIIEIIINX ¢ HeOa, Ubs
MOCTYIb ObUIa KaK CTajlb, & CTalb UX MeUYel — KaKk TOPHBII XpyCcTallb UCKPSIIIENCS YUCTOTHI, IepesIv-
BaJIach OTPaKEHWEM BOJIIIIEOHOTO CBeTa...». [lepraMeHT MUPHO MOCKPUIIBIBAII MO, PYKOW CTapHKa.
YepHuiia kanaau Ha nonn. CTapyKy Tak MHOTO HYKHO OBUIO paccKas3arh, TaK MHOTO... A BpeMeHU
ocTaBasloch Tak Majio! Yeners! Jlumib Obl yeneTs, Moka He mpoObeT yac! Bce BHYTpH c1aBIIIO TOpb-
Koe (ropbKoe, KaK CKJajika Ha JI0y) 4yBCTBO TPEBOrH. B rocneiHee Bpems TpeBora CTaHOBUJIACh BCE
OTYET/IMBEH, BCe CUJIbHEN. YBEIMYMBaJIach, pocia ¢ Kak/abM JHeM. Y HykHO ObLIO ycrieTb. YcneTs!
Ckpurn Bepy 3acTaBUi CTapUKa MOAHATH IOJIOBY, U, NOXOJIOEB, MOJYa CMOTPETh, KaK Ha ropore
BBIpACTaeT JUIMHHASI TeHb. TeHb, MpuoOpeTaolias peaibHble ouepTaHus. Bece OGomnblie u Oosnblie.
Iepo BbIMao U3 pyK CTapHKa, OCTABUB TOHEHBKYIO YEPHUJIBHYIO UEPTOUKY Ha IPOTEPTOM LIMHOBKE.
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IIncbmo, OTHIPaBJIEHHOE CPOYHOM
no4Toi, riaaBnodyramr. Ilekun

«Jloporo#i Ipyr, s HAAEIOCh, YTO Thl BHIIOJHUIIL MOIO TTPOCkOy. S Tpolly He Tak MHOTO, He
npasja u? 3agep:ky MOU OTITYCK Ha JMIIHIOK Heaemo! TToBeph, HUUEro cTpaniHoro He CyuuTCs.
Hy npugymait yro-HuOyab, Thl Takor yMHBIN! CKaky BCceM, K IPUMEpY, UTO s Tskeno 3abonen. Y
Te0s nomyunTtcs. S 3naw. S HuKak He Mory BepHyThes ceivyac! MTak, emo, KoTopoe MorHajio MeHs
3a THICSTYM KustoMeTpoB oT [leknHa. Thbl He mpounTaerb 00 3TOM B ra3eTax, He YCIIBIIIUIIb B HOBOCTSIX
0 TEJIEBU30pY... HO 51 YBEPEH — €CJIM 51 HACTUTHY CBOIO IIeJIb, €CIM s IOOBIOCH pe3yJibTara, MUp
B3JPOTHET ropaszzio OOJIbIIe, YeM OT JTI0OBIX CeHCAIIMOHHBIX ucTopuid! ThI ke 3Haellb, 1 yMelo HAlTH
MIPUKJIIOYEHH S Ha CBOIO rojioBy ! TOJIBKO B 3TOT pa3 Bce HAMHOI'O CEphEe3HEN, YEM KaKasi-TO ouepe/iHas
rynocts. B Ilekune 51 ve 3anepxkych. CeronHs ke BeuepoM s ey B XaHbuwxyH. [loBeps, 51 neiicTByI0
TaK He U3-3a cymacOpopcTBa! M He TONBKO MOTOMY, UTO CIYYallHO OKa3ajics CBUjETeIeM yOMICTBA.
A moToMy, 4YTO KJIIOY K yOMICTBY CTapUKa-MOHAaXa Y MEHsI B pyKax. Sl OTmpaBJisiio 1o 3JIeKTPOHHOM
TMIOYTE ellle OTHO MUCbMO. BKIII0OUM CBOI KOMITBIOTEP U MPOYTH, TeOe MHOTOE CTAHET SICHO».
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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