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I'maBa 1

370 yTpO 00Emano Takoii ke OOBIYHBIN JIeHb, KaK U Bceraa. Makcum ¢ TPyIOM OTKPBUT BEKH.
Kaxoe yTpo oH Hagesiics, 4To IrpsAAyLIIMIA JeHb PEe/IBEIAeT YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE U CMOXKET XOTb KaK-
TO U3MEHHTh €r0 CKYUHYIO )KU3Hb, B KOTOPOH THH CUYacThst ObUTH KpaiiHe peaku. Ero pa3Oyann Hao-
e[UIMBBII IIIyM U HAIPbIBUCTBIA clOp 3a cTeHoi. To Opun poaute Makcuma.

IToutyn Kaxapldl IeHb OHU CCOPUJIMCh U CIIOPWJIM 1O MIYNbIM NpUYMHAM. MakCHM cuuTas 3T
CIIOPbl HEOOOCHOBAHHBIMU M JIETKO Pa3pelIMMbIMU, HO EMY PEAKO YIaBajIoCch YOSAUTb B UEM-TO POIU-
teseit. Kaxiplil pa3 Obul prCK caMOMy MONACTbCSA MOJ TOpsuyIo pyKy. M 3T B3pociible Ha/IpbIBUCTBIE
rojioca, pe3Kue JIBUKEeHHUsl U HelpeCcKa3yeMOCTh HEMHOI'O IyraJlid ero ChiHa. A MOCJe CCOpbl OIUH
U3 pouTeliel 00s3aTesIbHO OCTaBajICs pa3paxkeH, Apyroi — paccTpoeH. BuaeTs rpycTHoe u1o Koro-
60 M3 OMM3KKUX OBUIO OYEHb HETIPUSTHO M AyIIeBHO 00bHO. Cliblllia KpuKM, Makc KakIplid pa3
Harpsrajcs. JeKTPUUECKUA TOK MTPOOerasics Mo MbIIIIaM, CTPEMsICh PSMO K cepaily. bosb 1 uyB-
CTBO IIYCTOTBI M COXaJIEHUs J0JITO HE OTITYCKAJIM €ro, KaX/Abli pa3 MopoXAasi CTpax pa3pbiBa CEMbH.

He toponsick, napeHb NPUIOJHSAJICSA W cell Ha Kpaill KpoBaTu. Mojya, onuvpasch Ha JIOKTH,
OH CHJEJI OKOJIO MUHYTBI, iyMasi O IMyCTOM. 3aTeM OH OTOILEJ OT 33 JyMUYMBOCTH U MPOTSHYN PYKU
K JUKMHCAM, YTO BHCEJIM Ha CHMHKE CTysa, CTOSBILErO HeAaJeKko OT KpoBaTW. HaTsaHyB IuTaHbI
Y TIOJION/IS K 3epKaJly, OH JIEHMBO, C HEOXOTOM M OIIACEHUEM, B3IJIAHYJ Ha CBOe OTpakeHue. Brico-
KMI, CTPOMHBIN, HE UMEBIIMIA XapaKTEPHOIo pesibeda MBI, C B3bEPOIIEHHBIMU TEMHBIMH BOJIO-
CaMM ¥ MaJIeHbKUMH CepPbraMU-KHOITKAMH B YIIIaX, IOHOIIA UCTIOIOObs TIIsIIeN Ha OTPaXEHHEe TOM-
HbIMU 71a3amu. «Kakoil ke Tol... Mep3Kuil!» — npo ce0s blpkHYa Makc U pe3ko OTBes B3IVIAA,
3a/paB roJIOBY B CTOPOHY.

OH He J1IoOWIT CBOIO BHEITHOCTh. CunTas cedsl KAIKUM 1 HIYeM He TIpHMedaTebHbIM U HECUM-
NaTUYHBIM MapHeM. BHYTpu, XOTb camM OH He XOTeJ 3TOro NpU3HaBaTh, TAMJIOCh CTPEMJIEHHE K COBEp-
IICHCTBY, CAMOBJIOOIEHHOCTh. IHOT/1a, 4TOOBI XOTh KaK-TO 0OOAPHUTH CAMOTO cedsi, CPABHUBAII C [IPY-
rume, Oojiee HEKpacHBBIMU (KaK OH CUMTAIT) JIOABMH U JyMall, YTO €My elle MOBE3J0, U YTO OH
MPOCTOM MapeHb 0e3 KaKMX-TMO0 N3bSIHOB BO BHEMIHOCTH. OKpYXaloIHe ero JoAu He CYMTAIIA €T
HEKPaCHUBBIM — /111 HUX OH ObUI IPUSATHBIM M OYEHb JIaKe MPHUBJIEKaTeIbHbIM. Besib Kax Jplii uesioBek
0COOEHHBIH, 1 B MakciMe ObLI0 HEUTO MPUTSTaTeNbHOE.

M&I IpUBBIKaeM K CBOEH BHEITHOCTH M, OLIEHUB Ce0sl BO BECh POCT, Mbl HAUMHAEM KOTIAThCSI
B CaMBIX MEJIKMX AETANISIX, KOTOpble MOTYT OBITh HECOBEPIIECHHBIMH, TI0O9TOMY JyMaeM, YTO HeKpa-
cuBbl. Ho MMEHHO U3 3TuX jeTasei, KOTopble B YaCTHOCTU MOT'YT Ka3aTbCsl HENPUATHBIMU, CKJIa bl
BaeTCst 0COOEHHAsI BHEIITHOCTh OJIHOTO €IMHCTBEHHOTO YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOMY He HalTH aOCOMIOTHON
KOITHH. YesIoBEeK COBEpIIICHEH B KaKI0M MeJIOoYH, OCOOEHHOCTH, XapaKTePHOH TOJIBKO /11 Hero. [1po-
cTO 3TOMy MakcuM He keJiall 10 KOHI[a BEPUTh, CChUIAsICh HA TO, YTO 3T CJIOBA JIUIIb «ONpaBJaHus
IJ151 HEYJAaUHUKOB>.

Oroiizis or 3epkaia, MakciuM Hajesn pyTOONIKY M TOJICTOBKY U BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATHL. [Ipoxomns
10 KOPHUAOPY, OH KpaeM IJIa3a ycries 3aMeTHUTh, YTO Marna coOMpasicst Ha paboTy U HEPBHO 3aBSI3bI-
BaJI IIHYPKY Ha O0TUHKaX. JIerko ObLI0 MOYYBCTBOBATh €r0 pasApakeHue: HAPSKEHHOE MBIXTSIIee
JIMLO, TPACYLIMECS Nablbl, TEPEOSIIHE IIHYPKH.

Makc nporien Ha KyXHIO. 3a CTOJIOM CHJejla MaJeHbKasl AEBUYLIKA BOCBMU JIET, MEJIEHHO
coOupasIIIas 0 MOJIOKY Pa3MOKIIIME KYKYpPYy3HBIE XJIOIbsI JIOKKOM. [ pyCTHBIN 1 HEMHOTO CKOPOHBIH
B33 CoHH, cecTpbl Makcuma, He MOAHUMAJICS OT Tapesiki. Mawma, paccTpoeHHas U pa3ipakeHHas,
CTOsIJIa Yy KyXOHHOIO CTOJIa M pa3jvBasia ropsuuil kode u3 Typku B 1Be dapgopoBble yaku. OHa
He MPOpOHMJIA HU cioBa. JKegaHus roBOpUTh, KOHEYHO ke, OTCYTCTBOBaJIO. B paccrpoiicTBe OHa
BCer/Ja NepeocMBbICIMBaja CUTYalMIO, TPUAYMbIBaJa APIYMEHThI, KOTOPbIE YK€ O3JHO ObLIO CKa3aTh
OIIIOHEHTY.
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BHe3arHo TUIIMHY HApyIIMI Pe3KUi XJIOMOK JBEPbI0, OT KOTOPOTO COAPOTHYIOCH BCE, aKe
CTeHbl KBAapTUPHI IIEBEJbHYINCh, a TMocyla B IKady 3BskHyn1a. Mama cHavasa repenepHy/ach,
HO TIOTOM YKOPU3HEHHO IIOKHYJIA SI3bIKOM B a/IpeC MyKa.

Makcum, CMOTpeJT Ha MaTh, TOTOBYIO BOT-BOT BBIPYTaThCsi, OCTOPOKHO MPUTSIHYJI YAILIKY € Koe
K cebe 1 orepcsi 0 Kpaii CTojIa, IepesIoKUB HOTY Ha HOTY, M MEIUICHHO OTXJIEOHYIT TOPSTIYIO JKUAKOCTb.

Ero TpeBoXkHBIN B3I yTKHYICS B o COHM: OHA JOCAIHO IJIsifiena B Tapenky u 6e3 oco-
O0ro anmeTHTa 3a4epripiBasia XJonbs. [IpocuaeB Tak HEMHOTO, JEBOUKA BCe K€ 3aMEeTHJIa HACTBIP-
HBIA B3DIs Opara. Ee Oosblnve, MoJHbIE IETCKOM HAMBHOCTH M TOOPOTHI TJ1a3a, CJIOBHO OYCHHKH,
CBEPKHYJIM T1071 JTydamu yTpeHHero conHia. CoHst KMBHYA, TEM caMbIM cripocuB y Makcuma: «Yto
xoten?». MakchM Takke MeJIJIEHHO TIOMOTaJI TOJIOBOMH, ¥ B3IJISII IEBOUKM CHOBA yIIaJl B TY XK€ TOUKY.
OH mpomorkall cMoTpeTh Ha cecTpy. Kakplii pa3 oH Haxoquul B e€ 1ia3ax Jiyuu Joopa, 6e33a00T-
HOCTU Y HETOPOYHOCTH, KOTOpasi CBOMCTBEHHA KaXAOMY MaJIeHbKOMY peOCHKY, He TO3HABIIEMY
TOPECTHBIX MOMEHTOB XXU3HU. TeM He MeHee, MOKHO ObLIIO Pa3IIIsiIeTh TPEBOTY U IPYCTh B €€ B3IJIsIE.
[Tpu4nHON TOMY, HECOMHEHHO, pyraHb poauTesell. XOTh IeBoYKa OblIa Masia, OHA TIOHUMaJa, YeM
3TO I'PO3UT ISl CEMBH U €€ CaMOM, M HACKOJIbKO TO HETPUSITHO.

MakcuM 0Co3HaBaJ, YTO JOMAIITHUAE CCOPBI BIUSIOT Ha IGBOUKY U T'yOSIT €€ MaJIeHbKOE XPYIIKOe
cepaeuko. Const Obl1a HeMasl. ... Ho 310 He ¢ poxaenus. HeoxuaanHo, OKOJIO MOMYrofa Ha3all, OHa
riepecTasga roBoputh. B TOT MOMEHT Bce Hamyrasmch, HO OoJIbllle Bcex OHa cama. PoxuTenu Havamm
BOJMTH €€ K Bpauyam, TcuxoyioraMm. Bpaun HUYEro He CMOIJIM OTBETHTH, & TCHXOJIOTH CKJIOHSIOTCS
K TOMY, YTO BUHOW HEMOTHI SIBJISIETCS TICMXOJIOTMYECKasi TpaBMa, HAHECEHHAs! POIUTEIbCKIMU CCO-
pamu.

Ho poautenu, XxoTh ¥ 3a00TWIIMCH O J0YEpH, HO HE TMpeKpamaiu pyratbcsa. OHU TOYTH
HE MPHCITYIIMBAIUCH K CJIOBaM MPOpeCcCHoHaoB, OYITO 10 KOHIIA BEPUJIM, YTO C UX peOEHKOM BCe
B nopsinke. Kaxnomy u3 ponuteneid He HpaBUJIOCh 4TO-HUOYAb ApYr B Apyre. leHb 3a JHEM Bce
OOJIbIIIEe HAXOVJIN HEJIETIBIX MOBOJOB AJ1s1 ccop. OHM yKe U CaMU YCTaJIM OT UCXOMSAIIEro OT HUX Hera-
THBA, HO KTO-HUOYIb U3 HUX 00sI3aTeNIbHO pas33azopuBai apyroro. Bee nukmmuno. KoneuHo, ccopbl
He ObUTM KaXJJOTHEBHBIMU, HO OTHOCHTEJIBHO YaCThIMHU.

MakcM He CMOT TIOJTHOCTBIO IOBEPSTHCS IICHXO0JIOTaM, Be/lb CTOJIb BHE3aITHAsI HEMOTa Ka3aJiach
a0CypIHOM, HO APYTo MPUYMHBI HUKTO HAWTH He MoT. Makcy Obi10 kainb Conio. Kaxkapiil pa3 risas
Ha Hee, OH CTpajiaJl, cep/lle ero cxumasock. OH OosiICcs, YTO 3Ta HEMOTa He TpoizaeT. [leBouka ee
COBCEM MaJia, ¥ y Hee BCS JKM3Hb BIEPEH, ¥ TPOBECTH €€ B HeMOTe Oy/IeT TSKEJIbIM UCITBITAHUEM.

HomuB Kperkuil koge, MaKkcuMm CXBaTHJ PIOK3aK C Y4eOHUKaMM, KOUX ObLIO HEMHOTO
(B mocneqHUe THA y4eOHOTO rojia YPOKOB ObUIO MaJIO), M BBIIIET U3 AOMA.

OH no11Ies MemKoM — fara ero JJaBHO He BO3WJI B IIIKOJY, TaK Kak eMy MPUXOAMIIOCH PAHO YXO-
auth U3 1oMa. Anekceint Cepreesuu Kapenun npuxonuicsa Makcumy orunmoM. Ponoit otery Makca
yMep, KOrJa apeHbKy ObLI0 Beero MsATh JieT. CoHst peOeHOK OT BTOPOro Opaka, Ho, HECMOTpsI Ha 3TO,
Makcum JIoOuII cecTpeHKy. [la ¥ ¢ OTYUMMOM Y HEro 3a BCE 3TO BpeMs CIIOKUIIUCH MMPEKPACHBIE OTHO-
1meHusi. AJIeKcell IPUHSUT ero Kak pojiHoro, a Makcum gaxe He TyMasl O TOM, YTO OTYUM SIBJISLIICS
KEM-TO 4yKMM U [0TOMY CHIOKOMHO U C JIIOOOBBIO HA3bIBAJ €T0 «IIAIoii».

Mama Makcuma BbIIIIIa 3aMyX 32 AJieKcest BCKOpe Toc/ie KOHUMHBI TIEPBOTrO MYKa, Beb ObLT
HEOOXOIMM MYKUMHA B JOME, YTOObI BOCIIUTAHUE U CTAHOBJIEHHE IOHOIIM OBUIO TIOJTHOIIEHHBIM.

Ceituac MakcuMy ceMHaLATh, a, 3HAYUT, C OTYUMOM OH IPOKHUJI TIOYTH BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb. VX
OTHOILICHUsI HUYeM He OTVIMYAJIACh OT OTHOIIEHHUI POJHBIX OTIOB M AETEH.

ConHIle SIPKO CBETWJIO U TPeJio TMO-JIETHEMY, XOTh Ha JBOpPE CTOSUT KOHEIl Masi, ¥ TOroaa
Obla eme u3MeHurBoil. [1o ynuiie mpoGeraay TOMMbI JIOeH, CIEMMBIIMX Ha PadOTy U MOTpyXKeH-
HBIX B COOCTBEHHBIE MTPOOIEMBI, 3a00THI. ... M y Kak/10ro ObUTM CBOM MBICIH, CBOM TUIAHBI U KH3-
HEHHbIe CUTYyallui. Bo3MOXHO, KOMY-TO OBUIO KyZa Xyke Ha ayiie, yeM Makcumy. COTHH Jiozieit
Y COTHH cye0 nepeceKkarch Ha ofHou jopore. Cepbe3HOCTh MX JIMIL MTPUAaBaJIa TAKOMY CBETIIOMY
yTpy NeYasIbHBIN BUJI, 3aCTaBJIsLIa TIyOOKO 3ayMaThCsl M BCIIOMHHTH I1JI0X0e. MakcuMy ObLIO J1axe
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CTBIJIHO YJIBIOATHCS TePei STUMH JIOIbMH, Beb KTO-TO YeM-TO OrOpYeH, orevasieH WK MPoCTo 307,
Y YABIOKO¥ CBOEH MapeHb MOT X MPOCTO ellle OOJbIle pacCTPOUTh, PAa303JIHTh.

[NosToMy mapeHs Imel1, Takke YHbUIO YTKHYBIIUCH B 3eMJTIO B3rIsA0M. Ho cpeau rpycTHBIX
JMOJe TMOKa3ajioch Becesioe CYIIeCTBO. beno-peikas codauka ¢ OOBUCIBIMHU yIIaMH, C BHIBAIUB-
IIMMCSI U3 YBIOAIOIENCS TIACTH SI3bIKOM, «OOJIU3bIBajIa» CBEKHM BO3IYX, U MOOYEPEIHO TIsiesa
Ha MPOXOJAIIMX MUMO Jiiofield. YemoBeueckue mpoosieMbl el Hi k ueMy. Cobake He HaJ10 ObUIO TyMaThb
0 paborte, 3apadotke. .. Eii BaxkHa qpyxkeckas 3a00Ta U Kak Obl HAOMTH OpIoX0. B Tpoxoasimux Joasax
OHa MCKaJa MOAJEPKKY U COUYBCTBUE, HO HUKTO JIaXKe He IJIsiAeN Ha Hee. [ oNoHbIe 1M1a3a 1ca ¢ Kax-
IO CEeKYH/IOW CTAaHOBWJIMCh TPYCTHEW, sI3bIK CIIPSITANICS 3a 3y0amu, U ObLIIOE BECENIbe CMEHSUIOCH
MeYaITbIo.

— 3, IpyXKoK! — TMX0 npousHec Makc, Moaxost K ;KUBOTHOMY.

3BepH ero JOOWIA ¥ TIOSTOMY YacTO MIPOSBIISUIA OTBETHYIO J0OpOTY. To ObIII0 HEOOBSICHUMON
IAYXOBHOM CBSI3bI0, HO )KUBOTHBIE PEIKO CKAJIMJIUCh HA HETO MM OOSTHCH.

— Iorepsincsa? Uau cioga... — Makc otorien B croposky. [lec mocienosan 3a Hum. IOHoia
MpYces Ha KOPTOUKY M MIPUHSUICS yecaTh TIca 32 YXOM, Ha YTO TOT OTBETHJI B3aUMHOCTBIO. — Jla ThI
coBceMm pyuHoii! Hy, naBaii, 4to yiu, yrory 1eds. . .

MakcyM MpHBCTAT M Havall PHIThCS B PIOK3aKe B TMOMCKAaX JIAKOMCTBa Jyis 1ica. Ha ero ygauy
BHYTPHY OOKOBOTO KapMalllka OKa3aJIoch CTapoe MeUeHbe B YIIAKOBKE, KOTOPOE OH 3a0bUT I0ECTb.

— Vry, BOT....

TyT peskas 6onb Bpe3asiach B 1iedo Makca. OH CKpyTHJICS OT HECTEPIMMOTO 1yBCTBA PE3H,
KOTOpOE CKOBaJIO Bee Teso. [ledeHbe 1 ploK3ak BHIBAJIMIIOCH M3 €r0 PYK, M OH BMECTE C HUMU PYXHYJT
Ha acaybT. 3Beph, CTOSABIIMN psIoM ¢ MakcuMoM, CKyJIsl, OTCKOYMJI OT CKPIOYMBIIIETOCS IOHOIIIH,
U, TIO/IKaB XBOCT, TIONSATHJICS Ha3al.

MakciM HHUKOT/Ia TAKOTO He YyBCTBOBAJ paHee. DTO ObLIO MOX0Xke HA HOKEBOE paHeHHe MO0
pany ot my;u. OH He UCTIBITHIBAJ Ha ce0e MoJ0OHbIe PaHEeHH s, HO ObUT YBEPEH, YTO 9TO B TOYHOCTH
Takasi xe 0osnb. [TapeHs, onupasich pykoit 00 acanbT, epxaics 3a miedo. Tskenoe qpIxaHue yCKo-
PSUIOCH, ¥ KAIUTM XOJIOMHOTO TI0Ta CTeKaIM K Ty0am, kaJHo XBaTaBIIUM Bo3ayx. CTpax, 00k, IOK —
BCE CMeNIaaoch BHYTpU MakcuMa, ¥ OCO3HABaTh MTPOUCXOIUBIIIEE CTAHOBUJIOCH TSKENIEH.

Bokpyr npoxoaus Hapos, CJIOBHO He 3aMedast IoHOIM. Beipaxenue nvia Makcuma BbI3bIBAJIO
TPEBOTY U COCTpaJlaHue, HO TOJIBKO HE Yy MPOXOISAIIMX MUMO Jofei. [TokpbIToe XOMOIHBIM OTOM
JIMIIO, UCTTyTaHHbIE I71a3a M pacTperaHHbIe BOJIOCH MApHS TePsUIUCH B TojMe. JIMIb HEKOTOpbIE JOAH
3aMevalty I0HOITY, HO UTO UX ocTaHaBMBano? OHu OynTo camu OosuTiCh yero-to. Byaro 3a mpoctoe
MIPUKOCHOBEHME MJIM BOTIPOC X MOXKET KTO-TO Haka3arh. KTO-TO KOCO OIISIIBIBAJICS HA HETO C Oue-
BU/IHOM Ope3riMBOCThIO. MaKCHM MCKaJl B IJ1a3ax JIOJAEW COCTPajaHMsi, HO B HUX YUTAJIOCh JIMIIb
TYMaHHOE «eMy MTOMOTYT» ...

Brpyr ckBO3b CHITySTHI MPOOETAIOIIMX MUAMO JIIOJIEH OH MOMMAaJT B3MJIs TIOKUIJION KEHIIMHBI,
KOTOpasi 03aAa4eHHO, CMOTpeJia Ha Hero u3jaseka. OHa cTosijia 1o Ty CTOPOHY IOPOTH, HA OCTaHOBKeE,
3aMoJIHEHHON JIIoAbMH. MaKCHM M 9Ta KEHIIMHA CJIOBHO HE U3 PeasIbHOTO BPEMEHHU — COMPOTUBIIS-
JIMCh TIOTOKY KU3HU M OerotHe Jioieil. OHM CMOTpeNnH pYTr Ha JApyra, HO Jajbllle HUYEro He Mpo-
ucxoquio. Crapymika He nuia K MakcuMy, a TOJNBKO C JKaJOCTBIO 033a4eHHO CMOTpesa He Hero.
ITOT 3pUTEIBHBIN KOHTAKT NMPUOCTAHOBIII aBTOOYC, MOJbEXABIINIA K OcTaHOBKe. OH OCTaHOBHJICS,
OXujiasi, OKa BCe JIIOAM BOMIYT. MalHa TpoHyJIach C MeCTa M BHOBb IOKa3aJlach OCTAaHOBKA C ee
MJTACTUKOBOW KPBIIIIEH, CUSBIIIeN Ha CoHIlEe. TaM HUKOTrO He ObLIO, B TOM YHUCTIe U CTapyIIKH.

MakcrmMy ToKa3aiach CTPAaHHOM Ta TIOKIJIas KEHIIMHA, HO ceiuac eMy ObUIO He 10 3TOro — OH
CHOBa TiepeBel Bce BHUMaHKMe Ha HEOOBSICHUMYIO 00Jb. CKPIOUMBIIUCH, TAPEHb CTOST HA KOJIEHSIX
u sxan nomory. [ToTuxoHpKy 00k Hauasa ocaadeBaTh, M OH MOCTapasics MOAHATHCS ¢ MecTa. [IBu-
KeHUsI ObLJIM CKOBAaHHBIMH, OCTOPOXXHBIMH — TapeHb MOKa OOsICS JABUTATHCS, ONacasiCh, 4YTo OOJb
BHOBb BEpPHETCSI C HOBOU CHJION. YOeauBIIHCh, yTO O0Jh ocnadina, Makc momoOpai plok3ak U BHOBb
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HAITPaBUJICS K IIKOJIE, MOHAYAITy JBUTrasich OYeHb MEJIEHHO, HO TIOTOM Iepeliies Ha HeObICTPbIi 1I1ar,
MHOT/IA OTJISIbIBAsICh HA OCTAHOBKY M OThEXABIIHIA OT Hee aBTOOYC.

[Momoiins k mkone, MakcuM yaMBHJICS — TUJIOMIAAKA OKOJIO 3[IaHUS MyCTOBaJIa, U HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHasl THIIIMHA Lapuia Ha Hedl. OH CyIOpOXKHO J0cTan TejedoH U3 KapMaHa, MOCMOTpesT Ha 9KpaH
U TYT K€ TIOMYAJICSl BHYTPb IIKOJIBL. M3-3a 9TOro «ymapa» oH 1mo3a0dbUl O BpeMEHH U Terephb Oma3/Ibl-
BaJI. BHYTpH IIKOJIBI JaBHO pa3fajicst 3BOHOK, U BCE AETH yXKe JOJKHBI ObUTH ObITh B KJIacCax.

Makc Gesxalt o KOpuaopy IIKOJIbI ¥ y&Ke He TyMasl O MpoIwion 6omm: «Jlumib Obl ycreTs 3abe-
’KaThb B KJIACC pPaHbIIIe YYUTENSI», HO 3TO ObLIO MasioBeposITHO. [Tonbexas K ABepu KaOUHETa, OH BAPYT
octaHoBmIcs. Cepjlie KOIOTHIIOCh OT BHE3AIMHO OCTAHOBJIEHHOTO Oera, a AbIXaHHue ObUIO YYaIlleHHBIM.
Yunrens Mor ObITh YKe BHYTPH, U BOerath B KaOMHET ObLIIO HEYBaXUTENIbHO. K TOMY ke Hajgo ObuIo
MIPUAYyMaTh OIPaBAHME.

Hap rosnoBoii napeHbpKa K pacoBasiach ropaasi ¥ cypoBasi TaOnuka «32 kabuner. Pusmnka». Yuu-
TeJb (PU3MKU He OBUI 37IbIM UYEJIOBEKOM, HO JIEPXKaJl CBOMX YYEHUKOB B cTporoctu. Ono3aaHus oH
CUMTaJ HEMOIOOAIOITMMHI, OCOOEHHO /151 OIMHHAALIATUKIIACCHUKOB.

['y6GOKO BBIIOXHYB, IOCTAPABIIICH PUOCTAHOBUTD YYaIlIEHHOE AbIXaHKe, MaKCUM MoCTy4val
B /IBE€pb U BOIIIEN B KJIACC:

— 3/paBCTBYITE, U3BMHUTE 32 OIO3/IaHUE, — TUXO U CMUPEHHO ITpou3Hec Makcum.

— IIpoxonu naBaii, HET BpeMeHH CIyIaTh, Kak Ha TeOs ynajo JepeBO WK Haraa cTasi JUKUX
KOIIIEK, — MPOOYOHMII ¢ HACMEITKOW (PU3KK, He OTBOS B3IJIsAA OT JIOCKH, 3alMCHIBAST MEJIOM TEMY
ypOKa.

MakcuM ¢ BUHOBATBHIM BHJIOM HampaBWICs K cBoel mapre. OH 0KuAal KAKMX-TO YKOPU3HEH-
HBIX B3IJISJOB M HACMEIIEK CO CTOPOHBI OJHOKJIACCHUKOB, HO HUYETO MOJ0OHOTO He TIPOUCXOIHIIO —
OHH CIIOKOMHO CHJIENN 33 ApTaMH U JIeJIaJIA 3aICH B TETPaIsX.

VPpOK 1es CIOKOMHO, M IaXke HYJHO. YUeHUKaM HACKY4WJIM OTHOTUITHBbIE 3a0a4u, (hOPMYJIbI
Y HE COBCEM IMOHATHBIE CJI0BA 0 (PU3MUECKUX Mpotieccax. [Tocie Tskeaoro yueOHOro roja, 1a v 3a Bce
9TU OIMHHA/ALATH JIET yueObl BCEM MOPSIKOM HaJoes OIUH U TOT XKe MPOIEecC KaX/AbIA JIeHb, a 0CO-
OEHHO KOrJa COBCEM CKOpPO K3aMEHbI, M3-32 KOTOPHIX KaXJOMY W3 BBITYCKHHUKOB MPHXOIUIIOCH
MHOTO TOTOBUTBCS Y CUJIBHO TIEPEKHMBATh 3a pe3yJbTaT W30 JHS B JeHb. BHyTpu KaOuHera ObLIO
TUXO U CIIOKOWHO, HO KTO-TO YMYJPSUICS NepelienTbiBaTbcsl. PU3MK CBOE MOHOTOHHOU peyblo Bce
OOJIBIIIE YCBITUIST YUEHUKOB.

He cnymas yuurens, Makcum nyman: «YTo ke CIy4uioch 3TUM yTpoM?». DTO coObITHE
HE SIBJISUIOCh KaKMM-TO OCOOECHHBIM MM CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIM, HO BCE ke ObUIO HEHOPMAJIbHBIM,
M TIOTOMY CJlerKa TPeBOXWJIO IoHomry. OH COBUHYN pyKaB (DyTOOJNKHU TOJ pacCTerHyTOW KO-
TOW U TIOCMOTpeJT Ha «paHeHoe» Iiedo. Huuero. [axe mokpacHeHus HeT. Ho 6omb mo-nipexHemMy
HEMHOT'0 3yAMJIa U KIJIa U3HYTPH.

[msins Ha XMypBIX, YTKHYBIIMXCS B TETPa/ib OMHOKJIACCHUKOB, OH 3aMETHJI OIHO 033a4eHHOe
JIMYUKO, KOTOpOoe Tisizieno npsamo Ha Hero. Cujs 3a niepeHedt naprtou, JIuza oOepHyaach K HeMy,
HO 3aMETHUB €ro HECTIOKOMHBIE I71a3a, CMyTHUJIaCh U NepeOpochIIa B3MIs Ha MOJ, a 3aTeM NTOBEpHYJIaCh
BIIEpe/.

JKenanusi morpy3uThbcs B TeMy ypoKa He ObLJIO HUKaKoro. MakchM IMoJIoKuJI TOJIOBY HA JIa/IOHb,
OTEPIIUCh JIOKTEM, U CMOTPEJT B OKHO. MBIC/IM O ITyCTOM TEKJIM TaKKe pa3MEPEHHO B €ro rojloBe, Kak
oOJsaka B HeOe, KOTOpBIe CTAHOBUJIKICH BCE TYIIE, C KaXKJION CEKyHI0M OOJIbIIIe 3aKphiBasi COJTHIIE.

— ...Makcum? — BHE3aITHO TPOMKO TOCHBIIAJCS TOJIOC YUUTENs, U TapeHb OOepHyJCs. —
[ToBTOpPM 3aKOH PaJHOaKTUBHOIO PACMaia.

[Mapens ckoHy3mcs. OH He yJIOBHUJI HU CJIOBA 32 BECh YPOK, U TOT BOIMPOC 3aCTall €ro Bpac-
TUTOX.

—41... g He 3Hal0, — HEyBEepEeHHO Mpou3Hec Makc.

— Bot Tonpko uTo roBopui 00 3toM. Kak Tl MOXelb He 3HaTh?

—Hy...
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— DTO MOTOMY YTO THI HE CJIBIIIHIIB MEHsI! — CYpOBO MpepBaJl yUUTENb, AKICHTUPYS BHUIMAHNE
TSDKEJIBIM THIYKOM YKa3aTeJIbHOTO TMajiblla B YUMTENbCKUMA cTON. — Heuero B oOnakax BUTaTh — ThI
cuauiib Ha ypoke! [Ipyrux Meiciiel He J0JKHO OBITh !

— A MoxeT poGieMbl JIMUHbIe? — HE CAEPKAIICS MOJIOAOH YeJIOBEK U CYPOBO OTBETHJI YUUTETIO
CKBO3b 3yOBI.

— A BOT TuHbIe TPOOIEMBI HY)KHO 00CYKIaTh C MAMOYKOM U TIATIOYKOM, — SI3BUTEJILHO OTBETHIT
(U3MK U cocTpoMIT KUCTYIO (PU3MOHOMMUIO, OT KOTOPOU Ha JyIlie Y MapHs 4TO-TO MIENKHYNO. — MeHs
HE BOJIHYET, YTO y BaC TaM KaKHe-TO MPOOJIeMBl.

CrnoBa yuuTensi 3By4aiy Tak rpyO0 M M3[EBATEIbCKHU, YTO JaXe OJHOKJIACCHUKM Makcuma
CMYTHJIUCh M MBICTIEHHO OCyIwin (pu3nKa. KTo-TO THXOHBKO OXHYJI, KTO-TO OOEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY
napeHbKa, 0OKUasi €ro peakium.

MakcumMy ¢ TPyAOM yaaBasloch ceOsi COEPKUBATh — MPO3BYYABIIHE CJIOBA OUYEHb OCKOPOMIIH
ero. Makcum 3atpsiccs, oOarpoBest 1 3axoTesl OyKBaJIbHO OPOCUTHCS HA YUUTENISl U BIIETIUTH XOPO-
HIyI0 MOIIEYNHY, HO TIOHUMAJI, YTO MOXET HaBjieub Ha ceOst Oosbime mpodiaeMbl. OH XOTes 4To-
HUOY/Ib TaJIKOE OTBETUTH B CBOIO 3aIITUTY, HO HE MOT KOPPEKTHO chopMymipoBaTth ciioBa. OT Geccu-
1St 1 GE3BICXOIHOCTU OH MPOCTO CEeJT 3a MapTy, KPErKo CxKUMast KyJIakH, Ja TakK, 9TO HOTTH BIIMBa-
JMCh B KOXKY. KpoBb BHYTpH Oypiuiia, JTMI0 HAMPSIIochk. YemocTh M BUCKM CKaJlo, CJIOBHO B TUCKAX.
Henuic, npyr Makcruma, CUIEBIIMI ¢ HAUM 32 OHOM MapTOM, OLIEHUB COCTOSIHUE APYra, MOMbITAJICS
MOrOBOPUTD C HUM:

— He obparait BHuManus1, — mennysn JIeHuc, — oH BeJb NOHATHS HE UMEET O TBOEH KU3HH.

MakcuM, 3aayMaBIIMCh HaJ| CJIOBAMU JIpYra, Hauall YCIIOKauBaThCs; KPACHOE, Pa3ropsiYeHHOe
JIMIIO HAa4aJio OCTHIBaTh. Yl TOJBKO MOTOM HAvyalM MPUXOAUTH XOPOIIME U METKHE CIIOBA, KOTOPHIE
MOTJTH Obl TIOCTABUTh HA MECTO YUUTEJS.

Bcé ocraBieecs Bpems ypoka MakcuM crienMaibHO HE CBOAWII IJIA3 C YUYMUTENs, UCTIETIENss
B3rsiioM. Cam yunTesb MHOra Opocas Ha Hero CTporue B3msiabl. DTa 6e3MOJIBHASI BOWHA JJTHIIACH
ele Aoyrue (Kak nokasajsocb Makcumy) nBaguarb MUAHYT.
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I'maBa 2

— ThI cepbe3HO nepekuBaeiIb U3-3a 3Toro? — paBHoAyIIHO crpocu [envc. Ero 6ecriokoiinbie
PYKH Kak Bcerja uto-To TepeOuin. Ha ceii pa3 1o Obl1a 3Meiika-rojoBoioMKa. — JloikeH ke 3HaTh
YTO TAKOE «yuHTesb». [locTosHHBIE HepBbI, padoTa.... Thl y Hero He NMepBbIii U HE TOCIEIHUN. . ., —
OTpEILIEHHO TOBOPHJI IOHOIA, VIS Ha paboTy majibleB. TYCKIIBIA CBET CTapblX JIIOMUHECLIEHTHBIX
JlamI1 TOOJIECKMBAJT Ha JIMH3aX €r0 0YKOB OOpAaMJIEHHBIX B TOJICTYIO YEPHYIO IJIACTMACCY.

B ero pykax nosiBuiack yrioBarasi Koopa.

— Ilc-c-c, — no-3menHoMy nporuunen JIeHuc u NpucTaBri Urpylky K juny Makcuma. B Hem
YaCTEHbKO MPOSIBIISUIOCHh MOI00OHOE Pe0sYECTBO, HO 32 PAMKH OHO HE BBIXOAMJIO.

— XBaTHT, — NOMOPILWICS YTPIOMbIN NTAPEHb M OTBEJI UIPYUIKY ITPOYb OT JIMLA. — DTO MIIYIIO.
SIlcHoe z1eno HepBbl, HO Mepy-TO 3HaTh HaJo. Kak Obl 3a jKMBOE UesloBEKa 3a/1eBaeT.

— Jleno TBOE, HO yXe 4epe3 Mecsll Bbl Oyere OOHMMaThcst Ha BeimyckHOM. DT oy, K cya-
CTBIO, OBICTPO BCE MOTOOHOE 3a0BIBAIOT.

— Her. IIpo6nema B Tom, uto 51 He 3a0yy. Tebe jierko roBOpuTh O TOM, YTO TedsI HE Kacaaoch.
Bce. Ipoty, 60sbli1e He 3a€Bail 3Ty TEMy. YKe U TaK y)KaCHO MEpP3KO Ha Jyllle OT BCETo. ..

JleHuic Bce MOHSII ¥ pa3BEpHYJICA K Mapre.

— Cnymaii, — HEMHOTO BUHOBAThIM TOJIOCOM IepeBen TeMy Makcum. — C ToOo# cirydasnoch
TAaKOE, YTO BHE3aITHO CTAHOBUJIOCH OOJIbHO B KAKOM-TO MECTE, a Ha JieJie TaM HUYEro HeT — HU PaH,
HM cuHsKa. Ecim naxe He 000 4TO HE ymapsiics.

— Hy-y.... {1 e 3na10. He npunomxio takoro. bomut uro-T10? — nouHtepecoascs [enuc.

— A? Her, ner. IIpocto cTpanHas mTyKa yTpoM npousouuia.... — Pasnanca 3BoHok. — Hy,
MyCKau.

Havasica ypok.

OtBiiedyeHue Ipyrov TEMOU pa3roBopa He JaJlo MOJIOKUTENIBHO pe3yibTara. K cepaiy Makcuma
CHOBA MOJepa TOCKa, M Mep3K0-00JIe3HEHHOE OECCHIIHE TIPOHMKJIIO B MBIIIIIBI.

MuHyTy 3a MUHYTOH Makc caepkuBai cebs. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, K cepeiMHe ypOKa OH ymal
Ha IapTy, NOAJIOKUB PYKH 0[] TOJIOBY. XOPOILO, YTO YYUTEID HE JIEJIAJI [TO STOMY [TOBOly 3aMEYaHUs,
TaK KaK MMOHUMAJI, YTO YYEHUK BCE PABHO €r0 CIIyIIaeT.

Beku BBepx, Beku BHU3. BBepXx-BHU3, BBEPX-BHU3. ..

«Tocka... Pa3Be cJIOKHO CONHITY XOTsI Obl HA MUHYTY BBHITJISIHYTh ¥ 03aPUTh CBETOM 3TY YHBUIYIO
koMOpKy? Kaxplil yrojok Kjacca mpuescs A0 TOIIHOTHL. Besblii MOTOJNOK, YHBLIO-3€JIeHble CTEHBI,
MPOTUBHO-KOPUYHEBBIN TIOJI. [leHb 3a JAHEeM, JeHb 3a JHEeM.... MOXeT 1o 3Tomy ere Oyly TOCKO-
BaTh B Oy/ylieM, HO 4TOObI CKYYaTh IO YEMY-TO, OT 3TOTO HY)KHO YUTH XOTsI Obl HA MUJTIO, XOTsI ObI
Ha rof...».

Ero B3r1s1/1 NOAHSAJICA U OH MOHSLL, YTO OLIMOAJICS HACUeT OTCYTCTBUsA cBeTa. [Ipsimo nepes HUM
cujena KaresbKa COJTHIIA, yraBIlasi Ha 3eMJTio rae-To 17 et Haza. M3snHbie TOKOHBI ee BOJIOC CITyC-
KaJIMCh 110 CriMHe. [T1a3Ku To 03a/IJaueHO CMOTPEIN Ha YUUTes, TO B TeTpajib. Kak Obl OHa He CKpBI-
BaJla, YTauTh YTOMJICHHOCTb OT CKYYHOTO ypoka JIu3e He yiaBasiock. DTOMY JIydy HyKHa ObLIa CBO-
6ona! Eil Obl BIOEKATh Ha YJIHILY JIa PACIUIECKATh TEIIO M PAJOCTh T10 JIyXKalKe W JIePeBbsM, UyTh
OpPOCHUB MPOXOKHUX.

Makcumy, s Ha Hee, CTaJIo YyTh TeIuied W npusaTHer. YTo-To B Hell Oe3yTelHO MaHUIIO
1 oyapoBbiBasio. [loTaeHHOE 4yBCTBO MHTEpeca BbI3bIBAJIA AEBYIIKA, 4 IOTOMY MOJIOIOMY YeJIOBEKY
OBbLJIO IOCTATOYHO MOMIISIIETh HAa Hee, YTOOBI B YIIIE UTO-TO 3aTPEIETAaNo, a I71a3 OTBECTH He MOT.

— 9mo cmpannoe uyscmeo — unmepec. Kazanoco ool ne 2110006v, Ho.... A Modcem 6ce-maxu
N0008b?7 — 83b16AN BHYMPEHHULL 2010C. — IX, nayar, ycnokotics! dmo auwo uepywxu! Ho uepams
xouemcs, oa?
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-/a...

— A He oyman, umo eii He xouemcs? [adce He dymaii nooxooums. He xeamano, umoobwt ewe
OoNbULE NOMOM MYUUACSL. ...

— Jla 3amknuce mot yorce! Jaii nacradumcs ero xomsi 6vl 8321500M. ..

MakcuM ¢ HacnakieH|eM TJIsi/IeN Ha JIEBYIIKY, U 9TO-TO TEIUIOe PacTeKasloch IO ero Cepily.

— Jio6ums modxcHo u He g3aumro. Toavko He 3akpeleati MHe 2aa3d. ..

&k

Bcee ocraBmmecsa ypoku MakcuMm npoBest Kak B TymMaHe. JIBurascs, nucaji B TETpaasax, JyMajl
T10 UHEPLIUY, 110 PaHee 3a1aHHOU ITPOrpaMme, KOTOPYIO KOrJa-TO, OIMHHAALATS JIET Ha3a/l, 310K I
B HEM.

Kopunops! 1mkossl, Kak Bceraa, KMIIEI YYeHUKaMu OT MaJia JI0 BeJuKa. B Tomnme Kaxkaplid
HACTyMaJ UayIeMy psijioM Ha Horu. Illym, BU3T 1 cMeX pa3sHOOOpa3sHEHIINX rojIOCOB 3BEHe 10 BCel
HIKOJIE. DTOT CaMblil IIyM J0CTaBJIsL1 MakcuMy JUCKOMQOPT, BILIOTH A0 3BOHA B YIlIaX.

[Tocne 3aHATHIA, pa303/IEHHBINA HAa BCEX U BCSI, OH YTPIOMO LIEJI [0 KOPUJIOPY B CTOPOHY BBIXOJA
U3 LIKOJIBI, PACTAJIKUBasA, CJIIOBHO CTaJI0 CKOIUBILETOCS B OQHOM MECTE CKOTa, B CTOPOHBI JIETEMl.
Hacrpoenrie Makcrma ynajio 10 «KpacHON OTMETKW», U BCE BOKPYT pa3paskaii He CTOJIBKO IITyMOM,
CKOJIBKO TeM (paKTOM, UTO OHM PayI0TCsl, CMEI0TCA 4eMy-T0. OMpaueHHOE HACTPOEHUE MapHs BbI3bI-
BQJIO Y HETO OMEp3€HHe K 3TUM PaJlocTHBIM Jinnam. OH BOOOIIE He KeJlal BUIETb JIIOfIeH.

— Dii, Makc! — ef1Ba CIIBIIIHO JOHECCS Yei-TO 3HAKOMBIH TOJI0C, HO pa3o0paTh, KTO 3TO KpUYas
Y OTKyZa, ObUIO CJIOKHO U3-3a IIyMa.

— Makcu-uM! — rpomye pasziajicsi rojioc, ¥ mapeHb 0O0epHyJICs, YTOObI Pa3IIseTh 30BYLIETO.

Bricoko nozHATas pyka, CJIOBHO pajap, yKasblBajla Ha YeJlOBeKa, KOTOPbIA MPU3bIBAT K BHU-
MaHMIo0. Pyka Maxasia ¥ NOTUXOHBKY IPOJBUraJIach CKBO3b TOJIITY IIKOJBHUKOB K Makcy:

— [IpuBer! — u3 TONMIBI BRINAJI ClIE€TKa NOTPENaHHbI Maibyuiika. Ha ero nuue cusina mmpo-
Kas ynpiOKa. JJJTMHHBIE BOJIOCHI 32K PhIBAJIM VI U MAJIAJIM HA I71a3a, KOTOpbIE CUSLIIM HEONPaBIaHHOM
pagoctsio. [1o kpaiiHeit Mepe MakcuM He HaxOQWJI TIOBOZA PAJIOBAThCA U MPE3PUTEIBHO TTOKOCHUJIICA
Ha [lenuca. Ero prok3ak eie He «BBIIIET» U3 Ky4d HMIKOJbHUKOB U MOTSHYJ PaCTPENaHHOTO Mallb-
YHIIKY 32 COOOH.

— Bupnenuch, magy yx... — MO-IIPOCTOMY M 0Oe3 KeJaHUsl OTBETUI MakcuM, OqHOBPEMEHHO
CXBaTHBIIH 32 PYKY «32K€BAHHOTO» TMAPHUIIIKY, U BBITSHYJI €0 U3 TOJIIHL.

— Byx! BoBpewmsi, ciaci6o, — [leHrc npuHsICS TPUBOAUTD ce0s1 U PIOK3aK B IOPSIOK. Pe3kum
B3MaxOM TOJIOBB HEOPEKHO MOMPABUII BOJIOCH, PACITyIIMBIIMECS HA JIOY. — A Tbl, KCTaTH, IOYEMY
0e3 MeHd oMo Toren?

— WI3BuHM, 3a0bL1... — C IPEXHUM paBHOAYIINEM OoTBeval Makc. — [leHb ceroiHst CTpaHHBIN
KaKOM-ToO.

— Trl npo Cunotuka? — Tak y4E€HHMKH 3a I71a3a Ha3bIBIM yuuTessl (PU3MKH, IOTOMY YTO TOT
4acTo 00J1eN1 ¥ MPUXOIUJ B IIKOIY C CHIUIBIM I'OJIOCOM. M3-3a KaKMX-TO OCJIOXKHEHUI eMy IPUXOIU-
JIOCh CPBIBAThCS, OTYETO TOH IOBBIIIAJICS U BU3IJIMBBIM I'OJIOC BbI3bIBAJ CMEX LIKOJBHUKOB. — {1 ke
TeOe TOBOPUIL. . ..

— Jal... — Makcum XOoTes1 TPOMKO BBIPYraThCsl Ha Ha30MJIMBOIO Jpyra, KOTOPbI BHOBb 3a/1ell
HENPUATHYIO EMY TEMY, — ...HET — BECh JIEHb KAKOI-TO ...CcmpanHblii! — BbIIEIWI IAPEHDb MOCIIeIHEEe
CJIOBO.

IOHOmM 1 no ynune. B cpaBHeHUU ¢ yTpeHHUM SIPKUM, MPEABELIAIOIIMM TeIUIbli, Aake
KapKUi, JeHb, COJIHIIEM, BCE NMEPEMEHIIOCh. JKapKoe CBETWIIO CIIPATANIOCh 3a MEJIEHOIO TSKENbIX,
MpaYHbIX cepbiX Ty4. OHM OCelu HU3KO-HU3KO, Ka3aJloch, MOXKHO 33JeTh UX PYKOM, BBIAIA Ha Oaj-
KOH MHOTO3TaXHOTO0 JoMa. Tyun ObICTpo Oeskasu, 3aTMeBasi CBOMMH OOPBIBUCTBIMH, Pa3BESTHHBIMU
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6okamu sicHoe He0o. Betep 3amyBai 3a IMBOPOT HETEIUION TOJCTOBKM Makcuma, OTYero TOT BeCh
CBEXHIICS, KaK BOPOOYIIIEK, U OT TAKOH MOTOBI ellle OOJbIle MOMpPavHell.

— Moxer 4To-TO cepbe3HOe CIyYMIOoCh? — OCTOPOXKHO crpocuil JleHuc, 4toObl HapyIIUTh
HEJIOBKYIO Tay3y, KoTopasi yrHeTana ero. HecMoTpst Ha MajieHbKUi padOoTaoIIUi HAYITHUK y HEro
B yXe, eMy ObUIO HEJIOBOK OTTOTO, YTO IPYT MOJTYUT.

MakcuMm B OTBET JIMIIb IIOMOTAJI CIIPSITAHHOW B BOPOTHHK TOJIOBOA, IIEBEJIBHYB COOAUKY 3aMKa.
JleHuC He cTal JOKy4aTh IpYyry M MPOCTO 3aMOJIK, BEPHYB ObUIYIO THIIHMHY, B KOTOPOU JIMIIIb BETEp
MOPOIO TIPHCBUCTHIBAIL.

Makcum 11es1, o3adbiB O Jpyre ¥ 0 TOM, 4To JleHrCy TpeOoBaIoCh Kakoe-To BHUMaHKe 1 0011ie-
HHe, TIOTPY3UBIINCh B MpavHble MBICTH. Mypaliku npoderayim rno Koxe. I'nasa, moyiHble yHBIHUS,
YTKHYJIUCh B acaabTUpoBaHHYIO Tpory. Cepble, OTpelieHHbIe OT peaJbHOr0 MHUpPA, MBICIH BS3KOM
Maccoy OONTATCh BHYTPHU €T0 T'OJIOBHI.

— MaspumK, — TUXUM 3XOM pa3jajcs MPUATHBINA KEHCKUH ToJIoc.

Makcum 00epHYJICs: BOKPYT HUKOTO He ObLIO; psIOM IIeJ JIUIIb JIeHuC U ToT, Mo-BUIUMOMY,
HE YCJIBIIIA HIYETO U3-32 MY3bIKM B HAYIIIHUKE U MPOIOJIKAT UATH, CIIOKOIHO CMOTPSI BIIEPEI.

Jenvic 1 Makc 1M oKoJio 3a0pOIIeHHBIX OBYX3TakeK. MecTo 3To ObUIo Oe3III0IHOe U MUMO
MIPOXOIMJIO He MHOTO Jofei. [TapeHs He aymalt, 4To 3TO 30BYT KOTO-TO JAPYroro, Tak Kak Kpome HUX
¢ JlennucoM moOIM30CTH HUKOTO HE OBLIO.

— Wnu croma, — ronoc crani 3By4yarh OTYETIIMBEH, TIO3TOMY MOXHO ObLIO MOHSATH, OTKY/AA OH
ucxoguil. — Makcu-um. ..

[NapeHs yauBuMIICS, UTO HA3BAIM €T0 UMs. 3HAUMT, 3Ta KEHIIMHA 3Haja ero.

[Tpucnymapmmch, OH MOHS, YTO 3BYK UAET CO CTOPOHBI 3a0POIIEHHBIX JOMOB. Makc orjsi-
HYJICSI, HO HUKOT'O He HallleJl, TeM He MeHee JII0OOMBITCTBO MepedOoposIo ero M OH Pelil y3HaTb 308y -
wyro.

ITokuHyB 3a3eBaBLerocs apyra, Makc HalpaBUJICA K JBYXITAKKAM.

3acoximas rps3b JOPOrH, BEAYLIEH 3a yros JoMa, XpycTesa IMoj HOraMH, KOTOpbIe LIyCTpO
NepenpbIruBaId KOJIJOOUHBI U KOJIEH.

— Ma-akc! — BOpyr BHOBb pa3fajicsi KpUK, HO Telepb UCXONAIMi oT JleHuca.

«[loTepsut MeHs. .. Hy U JJaqHO», — oAyMasl MakcuMm, yake 3ailisl 3a yroi U MOJHOCTBIO ITPOIIaB
U3 MOJ1s1 3peHust Ipyra. B TOT MOMEHT ero Gosibliie BOJHOBAJT 30BYIIMH )KEHCKHI rOJI0c, YeM OpoIIieH-
HBII Ipyr. Makca caMoro yIuBIIsIo TaKOe HaIuIeBaTeIbCKOE OTHOIIEHHE K TOBAPHIILY C €0 CTOPOHBI,
HO OH, 3a0bIB O MPUHIIMIIAX, IIIeJT HABCTPEUy Toyocy.

—$1... — BOPYT 4yTb OTYETIMBEN pa3/iaics KEHCKHIA TOJI0C, HO TYT ke ObLT IpepBaH.

— Ma-akc! — HanlepeOoli ’KeHCKOMY 30BY Kpuya JleHuc.

«Hy, nomomuu, npoury! Moy ciokoiiHO oMo !» — IbITAJICs MBICJIEHHO JIOKPUAYAaThCs O Ipyra
Makc.

Ot 3maHus Besio YeM-To MpavyHbM. [locMoTpeB Ha Gapak ¢ apyroi cTopoHbl, Makchm 3ame-
THJI, YTO JIIOAU B HEM eIlle XKUBYT, HO CyIs MO BCeMy HeOJarornoixyyHble CeMbH, Y KOTOPBIX JApY-
rOro MPUCTAHUINA MOMPOCTY HEeT. 3[aHue CTapoe, BETXOe, TOr0 M MM CJOKHUTCS KaK KapTOUHBIH
noMuk. «M kak B Hem yonu eiie kuBYT?!» [ToloBUHA OKOH 3aKOJIOYEHO, a OIMH IMOIbE3] BOBCE
3a0poriieH. ToMbKO NOIPOCTKY TPOOHPAIOTCS TYAA, CKBO3b 3aBaJIEHHbIE IOCKaMH IBEPH, YTOOBI Io0a-
noBatbes. Cpeliy STUX caMbIX PeOsIT Ha CITYXY XOAAT CTPAIIMIIKH, YTO TaM KOTO-TO YOWIIH, a TPYH TakK
1 He Hanw. [Toatomy JII0OONBITHBIE NalaHsATa Oeraay TyJa, HarepeKop 3anpeTam poauTeseH.

OT 31aHMSI HECJIO CHIPOCTHIO. Y OCHOBAHUSI JOMA JOCKH M IIEMEHT IPOTHUII, TIOK PbLJTUCh MXOM
U TuieceHbl0. MypaBelHUKM, KOTOPBIM TYT CaMO€ MECTO, PSIIKOM IMOCTPOMJIMCH BIOJb XOJOTHOM,
cepoi IIleMeHTHOI OCcHOBBIL. [lepBast BeCeHHsIsl TpaBa yke ycIiesia BBICOKO ITPOpacTH, 3a0uBas CTapylo,
KyxJyo. BMmecre ¢ Hell IOTUIMCh MaJIeHbKHE O/lyBaHUMKHU M MaTh-Mauexa. Ho 3TOT «KHUBOM yroiok»
oMpayvajl Mycop: OKypKH, MsSTbIe aTIOMUHHEBble OAHKH ¥ povasi epyHa. [axe 4To-To U3 cTaporo
JOMaIIIHero 0OMXxo/1a, HarpruMep, OUTHIE TapelKd, 0OOPBAaHHBIE KYCKU MEOEJIH. . .
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MakcuMm orisiies KaxJjoe OKHO: 3aHaBECKH Ha HUX ObUTH TIOTPETaHsbl, IPsI3HbIE, IIe-TO UX MPo-
CTO He ObLJIO, ¥ TIO3TOMY BUIHEIUCH HEMTPUOpPaHHbIE MPAaUHble KOMHATHI, C HEKPACUBBIMU TPSI3HBIMU
cTeHaMHu. B HEKOTOpBIX OKHaX He XBaTajo CTeKJia, MeCTaMy OHU ObUTH TIPOCTO pa3OuThL. B obImem,
MpPa4YHOE MECTO, BBI3bIBAIOIIEE HETPUSITHBIE OLIYIIEHH s, OTBPAILIEHNE U HEKOTOPHIN CTpax.

B 01O 13 OKOH BHITISI/IBIBAJIA MaJICHbKAS IEBOYKA, IepKalliasi B pyKax NOTPENaHHOro TUTIoIIe-
BOTO MUIIKY. BuJT y Hee ObLT JKaJIKHIA, CXOXKUM C €€ TPSI3HON UTPYIIKOM: YyMa30e TMIMUKO, paCTperaH-
Hble BosioceHKU. Cepiiie mapeHbKa cKajoch OT OHOTO TOJIBKO ee Buaa. EMy cTasio sxajib u3My4eHHYI0
JEBOUKY, KOTOpasi He 10 CBOEH BOJIE BHIHYXK/IEHA KUTb, & TOYHEE BHIKUBATD, B CTOJIb Y)KACHOM MECTE.
OueBUIHO, POIUTENN ee ObLIM 3aHSATHl COOOH, HEMPOOYHBIM IMbSTHCTBOM U TOJIKOM HE YXaKMBaJU
3a HeW, He BocUThIBaM pedeHka. Cy/s 1mo Bcemy, OHa Jake Hemoeaana.

OH cTOsUT ¥ CMOTpeJ Ha IEBOUKY, He 3amevasi, YTO HaJl HUM crymaercs TeHb. Y 3ameTus uTo-
TO CTPAHHOE, TOJIKO TOT/IA, KOTJIa JEBOYKA CTPAHHO MEPEMEHMIIACh B JIMIE. YJIbIOKa HA €e 1yMa3oM
JIMIIE CMOTpesiach HeT0OPo, XUTPO. TOHKME ryOKHM CHKATUCH K JIEBOM IIIEKe, a TJIa3KK CMOTPEJIH Ha YTo-
TO no3aau Makcuma. BeipaxeHue ee Juiia mokas3aaoch MapHIO OJO3PUTENbHBIM, HO 000paunBaThCs
OH He ctai. Ho korja oH mocMoTpesn Ha 3eMJTIO MO/l HOTaMU Y YBHUJEJ TeHb, TIOX0KYIO Ha OTPOMHOTO,
CTpAIITHOTO 3Bepsi, KOTOpasi IJIABHO JIBUTANIACH 110 sIMaM M JTy’KaM, ceplie OyATO YILIO B MATKH.

«be3 peskux aBskeHuid! Imo MoxkeT HanacTh Ha TeOs. CIOKOMHO. . .» — HaKa3bIBaJl caM cede
Makc. Bbut 11 3710 3Bepb WM CTpAIIHBINA amOall ¢ TyOMHOI HarepeBec — HesicHO. [lapeHsb yxe npu-
HsIJICS pyrath ceOsl 3a TO, 4TO, He MOAyMaB, Tomen cioga. MoxerT, 3Ta camasi IeBOoYKa 3Haja O Tpsi-
AyIeM U OTBJIeKajla BHUIMAHHE TapHSI.

Makcum Harpsircs.

[o3abpiB 0 HaKa3zax camoMy ceOe, MapeHb Pe3KO MOBEPHYJCS U yxke coOMpacsi OpOCUTHCS
Harepekop OrpOMHOMY Jsi/IbKe, HO TYT kK€ HEeJIOBKO MOIIATHYJICS U yOpasl rpo3Hyio rpumacy. Ilepen
HUM CTOsUIa MuWasl CTapylika. [J1a3a ee yTOMJIEHO CMOTpEIM Ha IOHOIY, a T'yObl PacIUIbLIHMCH
B YJIBIOKE, YBUJIEB peaknio Makcuma.

Makc nouyBcTBOBaN cedst HelloBKO: «Hamo ke Obl1o Takoe BhIaTh! DTO Belb MpOCTasi CTa-
PYILKA, U, TIOXOXE, OYeHb Jaxe J00pasi».

— D710 Be/ib BBl MeHS 3BaIM? — ClIpOCII TTapeHb. [lonbitasics: pa3psaauTh OOCTaHOBKY.

— Jla, — cTapymika CHOBa MIJIO YABIOHYJIACh M MOPILMHKH Y TJ1a3 CIOKUJIUCH B TYCUHBIE JIATTKH.

MopIMHKY HE TOBOPWJIM O €€ BO3pacTe — cKopei, Obutn el K yimiy. Ha cekynny Makcumy
TMOKa3aJ1ach 3HAKOMBIM 3TO BBIPKEHUE JIUIIA. .. —TO OHA TOT/Ia PABHOAYIITHO HAOMOau1a 3a TeM, Kak
oH Kpioumicst oT 60! Ho He TOJbKO 3TO MOKa3a0Ch €My 3HAKOMBIM. .. YTO-TO €lle.. . .

— MHe HyXHO ObLJI0, 4TOOBI THI TIPHILIEN Clofa onvH. Haneock, Thl JOBEpHIIbLCS MHE U TIPOW-
Jellb B JOM, MHE HY’KHO paccka3arh TeOe Koe-uTo BaxHoe.. KoHeuHo, ecim Tol He Oouiibes. Xe-
Xe... — MOo-J00pOMy ycMexHyJach xeHiHa. OHa BUENa, YTO MapeHb ObLT B CMSATEHHH OT BCETO
MPOUCXOIAIIETr0. — IT0 OyneT Tede TONBKO Ha MOJb3y. A MHAYe 3Ta OpsiHb — OHA THIKHYJIA MAJIbIIEM
IOHOIIIE MPSAMO B TO MECTO, TJIe YTPOM XKIJIa HyTpo 00k, — OyeT Mydarth TeOs 6e3 KOHIIA.

IOHo1ma otoporesn.

— Xopoulo, — HeyBEpPEHHO KUBHYJI Makc.

— Bot u npaBuibHO! — cTapymika CHOBa MUJIO YJIBIOHY/IACh.

[Mapenpr mocnenoBan 3a MOXWION keHIUHON. OHa Mmofonuia K 3a0pOIIEHHOMY TMOABE3TY
U CJIeTKa OTOIBUHYJIA JJOCKY, MPErpakAaloIIyio BXO/ B MOAbe3 . MaKc CKOJIb3HYI BOJTHOM BOKPYT Hee
Y MHTEJUTUTEHTHO MPUAEPXKal OTCHIPEBIIYIO M HATIOJIOBUHY TMOKPBITYIO MXOM JICPEBSIIIIKY.

«Heyxenu oHa JeCTBUTENBHO TYT KuBET? f gymai, TyT Bce KBapTHPBI OpOIIEHB» — Mpode-
’KaJla MBICJIb B TosioBe Makca.

CreHku nogbesaa ObUTH XKEJNTHIMU OT CHIPOCTH M MPOTEKIIEN BOAB HaOeXaBIeld M3 CTaphbiX
KBapTUP Y MPOTHUBIIEH KPBIIIH, a 3aCTOSBIIEINCS 3allax THUJIbSI 3aCTaBUJI IOMOPIIUTbC Makcrma
U IbIIATh yepes pas. «Kyza e s monait. .. » — JoCagHo TyMaJl I0HOIIA, HO Terepb eMy HUKaK He YUTH.
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KBaprupa *keHumHsl Obl1a Ha iepBoM 3taxke. CTapyiika oTKpbuia 1Bepb. [loxoke, oHa Jaxe
He Obl1a 3amepra. A OT KOro 3anuparbcsi-To? Pa3Be KTo-TO MOT MOgyMaTh, UTO 3/1€Ch KTO-TO KUBET.

[Mapens 3amen, oxxuaas yBUaeTh 000paHHbIe 000U, APSXITYIO MeOeh K MUTAIOIITYIO JTAMITOUKY,
HO OKa3aJI0Ch COBCEM MHaYe: CKPOMHBIE, HEOPOCKHE OXPOBBIE 000H, XOPOIIO COXPAHUBIIHECS C MTPO-
IIJIOTO BEKa; CTAPbIi, CKPUITSIINIA MAPKET ¥ YAUBUTEILHOM KpacoThl MeOeb. Bricokmii rapaepod mnox
CaMBbIil TIOTOJIOK, IOKPBITOM CBETJIBIM JIAKOM, BCTpevas rocTs y rnopora. Ha ero creHkax u gBepkax
KpPacoBaJIMCh Pe3HbIE Y30pbl pa3HOOOpa3HeUMx (opM. 3aBUTKH, IIBETOUYKH, OJIEHSATA, BETOYKU —
BCE 9TO pa30oM yMEIAJIOCh Ha OJHOM IKady Kak Ha KapTuHe. Kazanock, eciii OTKPBITh TOT mIKad,
TO MOKHO OBUIO TIOMACTh B CKa3Ky, HO, KpOME CTapoy TMbLIbHOM OJEkbl U MOJIM, BHYTPU HUYETO
He ObLJI0. AKKYPaTHO M U3SIIITHO BHIPE3aHHOE JEPEBO OBUIO IOKPHITO JIAKOM, OT YEro Kazajioch 30710-
THIM, @ COJTHEUHbIE JTyUYHKH, IIEANINE U3 OKHA KYXHH, CUSUIU TaK, CJIOBHO caM IIKad ObLT CONHIIEM.

— HpaButcsa? — 6abymika 3aMeTrIa 3aMHTepeCcOBaHHbIN B3I Makcuma. — Mysk BbIpe3all.

Crapyika U3MeHWIach B JIMIIE: IJa3a OMYyCTUIMCh B TOJ, a IyOBl eBa 3aMETHO JPOTHYJIH,
CJIOBHO T€MH CJIOBaMH CJTy4aiHO 3a/1eJ1a OHa JABHO MOTYXIIYIO 00Jb. YCOXIIMMHE, HEMOIITHBIMH TTaJTb-
[IaM{ OHA TIPOBEJIa PyKOM MO OAHOMY M3 y30poB. C TOCKOW OHA CMOTpeJia Ha IepeBO, BOCTIOMUHAS
ObUTbIe TOnBl. Ee Tskenoe apIxaHue — IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKHO OBbLJIO CIIBIIIATb.

[Moxwunas sxeHIpHA TIyOOKO HaOpasia BO3/1yXa U cKas3alia, OTACPHYB PYKY:

— Hy nagno, mpoxoau Ha KyXHIO, MHE €I1le MHOTOE HaJI0 paccKasarh.

Ja 1 MakcuMy ObLJIO KaK-TO He 1O ce0e OT CO3/IaBIIEerocs: HalpsDKeHHUS.

OH niporiien B MaJIeHbKYI0 KyxHI0. CBET/IO-OMpI030Basi Kpacka M M3BECTKA Ha CTEHAX U MIOTOJIKE
npeBpaiaim ee B 00mayko. CTo, CTybsl, FTAPHUTYP. .. — BCE OTIABAJIO CTAPHHOM.

— Ipucaxusaiics, — crapymika ykaszaiga Ha TaOypeTKy Bo3ie crona. Cama ke B3sjla cO CTona
MOYEPHEBIINIA OT KOMOTH YalHUK 33 KPUBYIO PYYKY U TIOCTaBUJIa HA OTOHb.

— 4 Bumena, 4To ¢ TOOOH CIYYUIIOCh YTPOM, — OHA MPHCENIA PSIOM C IOHOIIIEH.

— Ha, s y3Han Bac, — 1o jmiry Makcuma mpoOesxasa Jierkas yapioka.

— W3BunM, He cMora nomous. [Ipocto He 3Hana kak. M mogymana, uyro Oyder Jydiie, eciu
pacckaxy 00 3ToM no3xke. boss ObUIa BHe3arHas1, He rpaBa Jiu?

[lapeHb KMBHYJI B OTBET:

— Panpire Takoro He 6pUT0. B TOM MecTe 10 3TOro Hu4ero He 0oJieNo Ja U cefvac paHbl U 0ou
HE OCTAJIOCh. DTO OBLIO AMKO OOJBHO! ... — MaKc MPUHSIICS OKUBJIEHHO PacCKa3bIBaTh.

— Mowu nipearonoxeHusi ONpaBIavch, — KUBHYJIA JKEeHIMHA, iepeOuB ero. — Torna s B 1o6om
cllyyae He cMoryia Obl Tebe TIOMOYb.

Makc 3aMHTepeCOBaHHO TTPUTIOAHSIT OPOBb.

— Ha, 310 crpanHble Bemmy. Co MHOM TOXe 3TO CITy4YaJloCh PaHbIIe U ceivac Mmoporo gaet o cede
3HaTh. Y TeOs Be/ib HE OCTAIIOCh HUYEro Ha Tese?

Makc ormyctun pykaB (pyTOOJKM ¥ CHOBa yOeausICs B TOM, M TOKa3aJl €i, YTO Jake CHHSIKA
HE OCTaJIOCh.

— Ha, ma... — 3agymaiach KeHIMHa. — He mpumoMHio, CKOJIBKO JIET MHE Torja ObUIo, KOorjaa
BIIEPBbIC 3TO CITyYMIJIOCh, MOXKET ABALIATh, MOXKET BOCEMHA/IIIATh. .. HE B TOM CyTb. B 0011iem, Tak xe
CIIOKOMHO T11J1a, KaK BAPYT O0Jb Pe3KO Bpe3asach B CiuHy. S ymnasia, CKplouuBIIuch oT 6omu. Hapon
Torza ObUT 4yBCTBHUTENbHEN — BOKPYT MeHs coOpasach Toama. Jioay He MOHUMAITH: TO JIU MPUTIAI0K
y MeHsl, TO JI OOJIe3Hb KaKasl, — paccKa3blBajia JKeHIIMHA, BIOOABOK IIEBEJIsI TOJIBKO MPABOH PYKOM,
a APyroi ormupanack o KojaeHo. — OUH MyXYMHA U3 TOJIIBI TPUTIONHSIT MEHS M CKa3aJl, YTOOBI 5 ITUIa
3a HUM. Bosb MOTHXOHBKY Havyasa cragath. Mbl C HUIM JOJITO pa3roBapuBasiv, OH OOBSICHWII, B YeM
Most ipoOsieMa. TToToM mornpocus MeHsl I0BepUThCsl eMy M TIOBeJl MeHsI K cBoeMy jaoMy. He nose-
pUThCs eMy OBUIO CJIOKHO — B €ro CJI0BaxX ObLIO CTONBKO... qymu. MIckpeHHe MeHs IOHMMaJl, pac-
CKazal KaXxXIylo JeTasb. ... [JoToOM MBI TPOCTO Pa3rOBOPUIIMCH. A KaKOM ke OH ObLIT KPACOTHI, — yJIbIO-
HyJack 6alymika. — Korga Ml JOIUM 10 €ro KBapTHPHI, OH MOAHSIICA K ceOe, a BepHYJICS ¢ YeM-TO
B pykax. Huuero He roBopsi, OH JOCTaJl U3 MIKATYJIKHA BOJIIEOHOW KPacoThl KaMEHb.
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Crapyika npepBajia pacckas M yIuia B Apyryio komHary. Korga oHa BepHysach, B ee pykax
ObLT HEOOJTBIIION CBepTOK. OHA aKKYpaTHO, APOKAIIMMU MATbIIAMHU pa3BepHYJIa Kpasi CHHETO atjaca,
u oTTyaa OnecHys1 kameHb. OHa oTana cBepTok Makcy.

[TapeHb OCTOPOXHO B3sJT KAMEHb M HaBeJ HA CBET OT OKHA. PaxyXHbI mepenvB 3acBepKa
B [IOJIYIIPO3PAaYHOM, CJIETKa MOJIOUHOM I10 HEI'PaHEHBIM KpasiM, MUHepaJie, II0OX0XkKeM Ha ameTHCT. Bee
OTTEHKH (PHOJIETOBOTO CUSLII BHYTPU KaMHSI.

— HeoObruHblii, He TipaBa JM? — cTapylka MpoJoJIKMIA CBOM pacckas. — OH MHe paccKasan
JIeTeH Y.

«OaHaX B, B MUpE, TJe [IAPCTBOBAIN 3BEPH, U TJIe JIIOAW He 00J1a1aIi BO3BBIIICHHOW CUJION
B TIPUPOZE, OOMH MOJIOION YeJIOBEK M3 MaJICHbKOTO CeJIeHHs MOAPYXHMICS co 3BepeM. Ilpyxkba ux
OblTa Kperka, U MaJIbUMK 3aXOTeN MPUPYYUTh KUBOTHOTO WM NMPHUBECTU B ceneHue. Hapon, y3HaB
00 3TOM, B30yHTOBasICA: «HeyKTo yeoBeK MOXET IpyKUTh C TeM, KTo ero noexpaer?!». Jlonu npu-
Kazajm eMy U30aBUTHCS OT 3Bepsi, HO MaJIbuMK ObUT BepeH Jpyry. OH He Mor ero Opocuts. Torna o
TIOIIIENT MOJIUTBCS B XpaM, Ha/IesICh Ha oMoIIb BeeBbitHero, v ciyuriioch dyno! — bor emy oTBeTH:
«Ecmm npyx6a Mesx1y 3BepeM U 4eIOBEKOM CTOJb KpenKa, TO Terepb Bce OyIyT KUTh B TAPMOHHH.
3Bepb OyeT UYTHTh YeIOBeKa — YeIoBeK Oyner moouThb 3Beps. OTHbiHe Oynet Tak! Ho ecm xe Thl,
MAaJIbUMK, TIPE/Iallb HOBOT'O JIPyTa, TO CEMbsI 3Beps1 OyIeT MyUUThCs OT THETa yesioBeveckoro. Y Myku
coBecTH OyayT Tep3aTh TeOs1 BeuHo. Tak OyAeT ¢ Kak/IpIM M3 Hapoja TBOETO U ceMbH. ThI e Haka-
3aHMS B TOM Ke Clydyae He M30€kKHIIb: KOJIb MHCTUHKT Tpeaact 1eds1, — o0paTuiics OH K 3Bepio, —
Y ThI HE CMOJKEIIIb TPOTUBUTHLCS TIPUPOZE CBOEH, TO MOTEPSIEIb «IyKOro Opata» HaBCera, U KaK IbIi
u3 Bac OyzeT crpaaath. Terneps BBl OJJHA AyIIa U Ballla MPEIaHHOCTb OyAET XPaHUTHLCS B 3TOM ajTape,
Y TIOKa TOPUT OTOHb, BBl OyJeTe kUTh B rapMOHMHM». — OH yKa3asl Ha ajTapb YTO CTOSUI TIOCPEIH
Xpama, B yarie KOTOpPOro, Kak 1o BOJIIEOCTBY, 3aropesicsi OTOHb.

Koraa manbumk 1 3Bepb BBHIIUIM U3 Xpama, OHM YBUJIENH, YTO )KMBOTHbIE TIOMOTAJIH JIOISM,
a moau 3abotmck 0 HUX. Ho 3Beps Gecriokomu cioBa Bora: «...cembst 3Bepst OyZleT My4UThbCS
OT FHETa YeJIOBEYECKOTO. . .». 3Hast O TOM, UTO YEJIOBEK MOKET €ro IpeJaTh, 3Bepb yIyMasl U30aBUThCS
OT yrpo3bl ¥ HAACTh Ha JPyra, COBCEM M03a0bIB O TOM, Kakasi Kapa *kJIeT ero 3a 310. Ml BOT OqHaX/Ibl
3Bepb HE3aMETHO MOAKpAJICS K ApYyry 1 HaOpocuics c3aau. YenoBek ke caMm BpeMeHaMH OIacalicst
Y TI03TOMY BCEra HOCHJI Mpu ceOe KJIMHOK, M BOT, KOTJIa 3BE€pb Hamajl Ha Hero, MaJbuMK JIOCTa
OCTpHE M TTPOH3MJI «9yKOr0O OpaTa.

Bor pasraeBasicsi, y3peB KapTuHy pacrpaBbl: «Bbl 00a ocityIianuch MeHsl — OTHBIHE BECh PO
3Bepsi OyAeT MyUYUThLCS B OJMHOYECTBE, a YeJIOBEK, 3a0paB ero caMoro JI0OMMOTO ChiHa, Oy/ieT yrHe-
TaTh €r0 U My4YHUThCs caM. Bbl ObUTH OTHOM TyIIION — €10 ¥ OCTaHETeCh, HO COSJUHSATH Bac OyleT eIMHOe
rope u 60J1b. A eclii e 0CO3HaeTe MOPOYHOCTh COJAESIHHOTO U 3aXOTHUTE UCTIPABUTHCS — BBl HaleTe
APYT Opyra U JOKaXUTe, YTO BEPHOCTH Ballla HEIOKOPHA pasiyke U ccopam». Torma bor otnan Moso-
JIOMY YeJIOBEKY KaMeHb HEOOBIYaliHOM KPACOTBI, 2 KAKIOMY UeJIOBEKY U3 MOCEIeHU s, TPUPYIHBIIIETO
3Bepsi, OTAAJ TUTS TOTO KUBOTHOTO, KOTOPOrO OH Mpupyumil. «OroHb NOTYXHET U 3a0epeT ¢ coOoit
AYIIN KaKI0TO M3 BaC U OOBEAMHUT Ballli YyBCTBA B €IMHON Ayiie. Bol Oynere 3aBUCETh 10 KOHIIA
CBOMX JJHEH OT BTOPOM MOJIOBUHBI IYIIIA. YMPET 3Bepb, 3HAUUT, TOrMOHET YesioBeK. Y ChIHbI, U BaIlm
BHYKHU OYIIyT HECTH 3TO Opemsi».

Kak ThI moHumaenb, Makcum, OH OTIIPAaBMIJI TOTO MajbuMKa, €0 HApOoja M MX 3Bepell B Hall
MUD, — MPOJOIKAA KEHIMHA, — 371eCh OHU PACCETUIINCh, TAK e, KaK U 3BepH, U 00pa30BaJICsI HOBBIH
MUD, B KOTOPOM MBI k1BeM. U Teneppb yxe Mbl BIACTBYEM HaJl KUBOTHBIMU. . .

ToT MyX4MHa CKa3aJl MHE, YTO s TIPEIOK OJHOTO U3 TIEPECENICHIIEB U UTO IJe-TO TaM, B Mapai-
JIeJIbHOM MUpe, OPOIUT BTOpast MOJIOBUHKA MOEH JyIIIN, MOH 3B€Pb, C KOTOPBIM $1 TETIEPh OJHO IIeJI0e
Y YyBCTBYIO KaXJI0€ €T0 paHeHue, ero 6oib. MHorja BHE3aHO CTAHOBUTCS TPYCTHO WJIM HEMPUSATHO
Ha Jaymie 0e3 MPUYMHBI, ¥ MHE KaXeTCsl, YTO B ITOT MOMEHT T'PYCTUT MOM 3Bepb. MyKuMHa CKaza
MHe, 4TO $1 JI0JKHA M30aBUTD ceOs1, MO OyAyIIuil poji U poJ 3BEpsi OT STUX MYUYEHHUH. .. JaKe BECh
Mup. i1 3TOro MHe Hafio ObLIO OTIIPABUTCS B MAapaJUIebHBIA MUP U TaM HaWTH MOIO MOJIOBUHKY
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AYILH, JOMTHU 10 TOTO CAMOTO Xpama U pa3opBaTh HaIllM y3bl, OPOCKB TOT KaMeHb B OroHb. Ellie oH
pacckazaj MHe (1 MOKHO OBbLJIO A0TaaThCs 10 CAMOM JIETEH/IE), UTO TOT MHP He Takou Kak Haml. Tam
II04YTHU BCE HaO60pOTI B TOM MHPE BJIACTBYIOT JKMBOTHBIC, OT'OHb XOJIOJAEH, CHET ropAaY, BOAa BCEria
TerJa.... Kak oH yTBepxkai, Bce 3TO paccKasblBall €r0 Mpaje]], TOMY paccKasblBall €ro Aefd, U BCs
UX JUHACTHS TepeaBaia 3Ty JIeTeH/1y U3 YCT B YCTa, a CaMblid MEPBBIN OTell ObUT MPEJAKOM OIHOTO
U3 MepecesIeHLIEB.

— Beixogur, s TOXe U3 poAa Tex caMbIX mepeceneHleB? — cnpocui Makcum, nocie pacckasa
JKEHIIIWHBI.

— Ja.

— Ho B Moeil cembe HUKTO 9TUM HE CTPaJaeT.

— T yBepeH? — € JIerKoi yJIbIOKOM CIPOCHIa CTapyIIIKa.

[Mapens 3agymaics: «He 3ameuast, 4toObl KTO-HUOYIL O MEHs TaK ,,Kpounics”. ... Pa3se ciy-
YaJIOCh YTO-TO MOJOOHOE Y MaMBbl, y...».

—IMama. .. — Bapyr OniecHya o3apeHue, CMelaHHOe ¢ OOJIBIO ¥ TPYCTH IABHO 3a0BITOM MOTEPU. —
OH norud, korjaa s ObUT COBCEM MaJIEHBKUM. ... Sl ero moutu He 3Hajl1. M Mama He TOBOPHT O HeM,
Oy/ITO HE XO4YeT, YTOOBI s IOMHHJI O CBOEM XKe OTIIE. . ..

Crapyuika NOHMMaIoIIe KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOA.

— A Befpb s €ro 3Hajia, XOpOIIO 3HaJA.... A TIOTOMY M 3HaKOMa C TOOOH, — Ha JIAIE MOXHU-
JIOH KeHIIMHBI MeJIbKHY/1a yabiOKka. — Ho Toraa Tel ObUI, KOHEYHO ke, COBCEM MAaTIOTKOW. VI3BUHM
3a BOIIPOC, HO Mama TeOe He TOBOpHUJIa OT Yero oH ymep?

— Bpone, oT Kakoi-To TsiKes o O0Ne3HN.

— 41 He momxHa TeGe ITOro ToBOPUTH, HO Bee ke. OH yMep OT TOro, 4To Moruosia ero Bropas
ayma. bonesneit oH He UMel, ObUT OYEHb 3I0POBBIM MY XXUMHOW. Eciin uyBCTBYeII» OOMb TOM AYyIIH,
3HAYUT, MOXKEIllb U yMepeTh TaK ke Kak OHa. bolock BOT, UTO MO 3Beph CKOpPO MOruoOHeT. Benp u s,
1 OH He Mosooi. Kaip 51 Torga He mociyiana Toro Myx4uHy. Tenepb yxe no3aHo. Buaumo on
KUBYYMH, MOU 3Bephb-TO! — MmocMestiach crapymika. Ho eii OblJI0 He 0 cMexa — OHa YyBCTBOBasa
peaibHyI0 YTpo3y, M 3TOT CMeX MOKa3bIBaJI €€ MOYTH MOJIHOE CMUPEHHUE C BO3MOKHOCTBIO BHE3AITHOW
rubeny.

MakcuM U3 yBakeHHUs TOXKE UyTh MOCMESUICS, HO CJIOBA CTApYIIKU €ro Halyraju: «...TOXe
yMpeT...». A uro ecii 1 Makc? Kro 3naer? A nouemy oH BooOIIe JIOTKeH el BepuTb. MokeT oHa
cymacmienmasi? XoTs 3TO He TIOX0oKe Ha Opel.

— Tbl HE XOuelllb MHE BEpUTh? — )KEHIIMHA 3aMeTUJIa YyBcTBAa Makcuma, KOTopble BbI1aBaJIO €0
mvuo. — Hy aa, g Toxe He Bepuiia TeM cJIoBaMm, [I03TOMY M He noliia. Yem B3pociiel s CTAaHOBUIIACh,
TeM OOJIbIlle MOHUMAJIa, YTO BCe CKa3aHHOE MM IPaB/ia, — MPUBCTANIA CTAPYIIKA U MOJOIUIA K IJTUTE.
YaliHUK BOBCIO MMBIXTEN KiIyOamu napa. — Ho cpasy roBopio, — mpooKiiia OHa U3-3a CIIUHBI, — TO
MOeT OBbITh OMTACHO, TAK UTO perai cam. Ecii He Xodelh MyIuThCsl 1 OOpeKaTh JPyrux Ha My4eHbe,
TO B IaJIbHUM I1yTh, HY, & €CJIM XeJaelllb He PUCKOBATh, TO JIEJIO TBOE, s1 HE HACTAUBAIO.

Kunigarok paznuBaics o KpyKKam.

— Ho nomMHu: ecnu noxesnaenib ocTaTtbCsi, TO PUCK BCE PABHO €CTh, IPUUEM HE TOJBKO JJIS
TeOs1 — ThI PUCKYEIIIb CBOEH KU3HBIO, JKM3HBIO TBOMX OYIYIIMX CHIHOBEH, — CTAPYIIKA MOCTABMIIA TIEpe/]
MakcumoM jiBe crapeHbkue papopoBbIe YalllKH, C KPACHBIMU NOJIOCKaMU M LiBeTouKaMH. [loTsny-
JIach 3a caXxapHULEW M YallHMKOM-3aBapHMKOM. — Kcratu, Beb Mbl TaK U HE MMO3HAKOMWJIUCH, 5 —
Bepa I1aBoBHa, — jKeHIIMHA IEPEMEHWIIA TOH U IPOTAHYJIA PYKY U1 PyKONOXaThsA. Makc IpoTAHyI
B OTBeT. PyKkomnoxaTue OblJI0 He KPETKUM — PYKHU CTapyIIKH ObUTM ClaObIMH, KOKa MOPIIMHUCTAS,
TaJIbLIbI XOJIO/IHBL,  JIAJOHb, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, ropsya.

— Ho, a kak *e s1 yroBopio MOero 3Bepsi OUTH cO MHOW? — cKa3an Makc, MouTu He CKpbIBast
WCTUHHOTO COMHEHHS B JOCTOBEPHOCTH ee cJioB. [loaTsHyn yamky k cebe. — Benp oH He moiimer
MEHS.
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— O#i, coBceM 3a0bl1a CKa3aThb: a, Thl CMOXKEIlb C HUIM TOBOPHUTH, HO TOJIbKO €CJIM 3TOT KaMEHb
Oy/leT OMHOBPEMEHHO Y Bac JBOMX.

— OH xe ouH? — MapeHb BHOBb MPUITOJHSLT KaMeIlleK CO CToJIa.

— Hapetock, Thl 4TO-HUOYIL TIpUAyMaeliib. Thl ke BpoJe YMHBIA MAJTbUUK ?

Hacrynuna mayza. «Yro xe 3to 3a Open? Boxe, 51 eme cuxy TyT? Xots... Jlyumero oObsic-
HEHUS YTPEHHEW CUTYalliu HAWTU HEeBO3MOXHO. Jla U He B MOMX MpaBWJIaX OTKAa3bIBATHCS OT BEPbI
BOJIIEOCTBO, Xa-xa! Jo ceil Mopsl 51 B HETO BEpUII, a Tereph, KOrJja OHO MOYTH PeaibHO MepeIo MHOM
TNOSIBJISIETCSI, OTXOKY Hazaa? Her, moka 3TO TOJBKO €e CIIoBA...», — AyMal MapeHeK, TeM BpeMeHeM
HaJIMBasi 3aBapKy U HAChINasi caxap.

Bepa IlaBnoBHa xJana ero cjos.

B komHlIe KOHIIOB, HE HaWIs MOOXOOAIIErO OTBeTa, MaKC MOMHSI IJ1a3a U CKa3ar:

— HecMmorpst Ha Bce yBaskeHHE K BaM, sl HE MOTY JIOBEPUTHCsI BCeM 3THM ciioBaM. Kpome storo,
MoKy, Hy)KHO YTO-TO JEUCTBUTENIBHO YOS UTEIbHOE.

— Pa3Be Te0e HyKHO 4TO-TO OOJiee yoeauTebHOe, YeM Ta 00J1b B rieue? Xouelllb, 4TOObI JOIILIO
70 KpPalHOCTH, A0 CMEPTU? — ropasjio cephe3Hel 3aroBopuia crapyiika. — Kak roBoputcs, moka
METyX He KJTIOHET. . .

— [a, ma. Ions.

— 41 TeGs1 XOpOIIIO MOHMMAIO U CTAPAIOCh He MaBUTh Ha TeOst. Thl HaBepHO qyMaeiib: «CTOUT Jin
eil Takoe TOBOPHTH, KOIJla OHAa cama CTpycWiia M He monuia Ha 310?». W cormamrycs. Ho, mporry,
HE COBepIail MOel OIMIMOKY — IOYTH BCIO CBOIO JKU3HD 51 XKUBY B cTpaxe. TONBKO MOCie pOoKIASHUS
JeTei, s TIOHsIJIa CTOMMOCTh MOEH OIMOKU. A TIOCJIe TIOSIBJICHUsI BHYKOB CTAJIO KyJa OCIOKOWHEH.
W 6bin yxe ciaydail, BUHY B KOTOPOM ce0e TIPOCTUTh HE MOTY..., — IJla3a ee BIajiyd, MOPIIMHUCTHIE
meku oosucn. Hempeononumasi Tocka opiazena cepaieM. — Bee 3To Bpems 51 Kak Ha TIOPOXOBOM
Oouke — x1y, Koraa 6abaxHeT, — e/iBa CIIBIIIHO, OACHUCTO MTPOU3HECTIAa CTApYIIKA.

MakcuMm Bce CHITbHEH yOexkJalicsi B TOM, UTO CJIOBA €€ — YKCTasi, TOpbKast paB/a.

— 41 Bac moHUMaIO U, 4TO OBl TAM HE CIIYYMJIOCh, IITYOOKO COUyBCTBYI0. HO mouemy MMeHHO s
JOJDKEH Ha 3To UATK? Pa3Be Hemb3s1 HAWTH TOTO, KTO CUJIbHEW MEHS, B3POCJIeH 1 XOTS Obl OITBITHE! ?

— Masbuuk MO, OTIBIT 3[1ECh TIOUTH HEe MMeeT 3HaueHus1. A cuna?... Cuiia HU4ITo 6e3 CMEeIOCTH.
JlymaeTcsi, Thl He CTaHeIllb OTPULIATh TO, YTO ThI HE TPYC.

Makc mpoMosTJa — OH IeUCTBUTEILHO He MOT yTBEPKAaTh 0OpaTHOe. Mavieiiiiast 107151 OTBaru
B HEM Bce ke ObuIa.

— He mymaii mpo meHs 1utoxoro. $1 oTmpasisiio Te0s1 He Ha rubeb, a crapalch 00e30MachTh
TBOE Oyayiee. UYTo He TOBOpH, a B TBOM CHJIBI 1 Bepio. B TeOe BUIHO HEUTO... CHIbHOE, HO JIaXKe
THI 3TOTO ellle He pa3misien. [lonpobyii JoBepuThess Myapou crapyike, — Bepa [TaBioBHa yibIOHY-
nach. — Bbisla Obl BO3MOKHOCTh HAUTH KOTO-TO APYroro.... HailTh oqHOro M3 mpeakoB HE COBCEM
JIETKO, BeJJb HE B KaXJIOM 3TO nposieisiercsi. Eciu O6b1 1 IPOSIBIISIOCH, TO OHU OBl O KAKOM-TO TPO-
KJIATUM M HE IOTaAajiich. A BOOOIIIE MOyMai O TOM, YTO CIIYYHJIOCh C TBOMM OTIIOM. Jlerko jin tebe
xuBetcs 6e3 Hero? TeOs Belb MydaeT, CKOJIBKO OblI ThI HE JIIOOMJI OTYMMA, TO, YTO TBOEH KPOBUHYIIIKH
Oobilie HEeT psioM. ... A TBost Mama? [IpesicTaBb, Kak OHa cTpagaia. Xodelllb, 4TOObl U3-3a TeOst OHa
conuia ¢ yma? 1o He IyTKU, MWIbIA. K TomMy ke He 3a ropaMu ¥ TBOE OTIIOBCTBO. U mpeAcTaBb uToO
OyneT, eciu 1ebs1, He nait Bor, Bapyr He craneT. OcraHyTcs keHa u AeTd. OCTaBUIIb UX, HEe TTPOXUB
1 s cebs gocroiHbix Jiet? [la maxe 6e3 cembu! TBOM oTel] HaYa 3TUM OECIIOKOUTHCS Kyaa Oosee
B MMO3/IHUX TOaX, YeM Thl. A IOTOMY TBOH PHUCK ellle 6osee Benuk. He xouercst mm tede elre moxuTh?
He xouercst 1 umeTh cuacmiuBylo cembio? He xouercs caenars Onaro uisi Jpyrux CTpagaroniyx?
41 He Oyny Ha TeOs TaBUTh — TBOE MPABO BHIOMPATh, HO 51 X0y, YTOOBI Onaropazymue B Tebe mode-
muno. [oxymaii o 6muskux. [pencraBb nx Myuenust. CoBceM He UCKJTIOUEHO, YTO U TBOSI MaMa OffHa
U3 HACJIETHUKOB. A TBOSI CECTpa, 3a Hee He OOUIIIbCs ?

BHe3sarHo, cI0BHO MOJIHUEH, TApeHbKa MPOH3HUIIO.

—Yro?! OHa... OHa TOXe MOoJABEPKeHa MPOKJIATUIO? — cripocuil Makc.
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— He 3nar0. Bce BO3MOKHO.

-Nee...

OH He 3Ha, 4TO OOJIBIIE CKa3aTh. B OAMH MOMEHT €ro pelieHue CTalo KyJa OYeBHUIHEH.
JIIo60Bb K cecTpe OblJIa HACTOJBKO BeJIMKA M TIIyOOKa, YTO OH ObUI TOTOB 3AIlIUTUTH €e B JIIOOM
MOMEHT. MaKcuM He TIPOSIBIISLT 9TOM HACTOSIIEH MOTaiHOM JII0OBU OTKPHITO, HO B CEP/LIE OH MOHU-
MaJI, 9TO JIOPO’KEe STOrO MIJIOTO KPOXOTHOTO CYIIIECTBA HET HUKOTO. JIOMyCTUTh HECYACTHOTO CITyvast
OH HE MOT.

— Buky, 1o TeOs HakoHel JIONLIO, — KauyHYJa TOJIOBOM cTapymika. — Termepb MOW ClloBa
HE HYKHBI.

— Yo XK, 5 TOT/a, MoKy, TIONTy, — BCTpENeHyJICs NapeHb, He Moprasi U He CMOTpsI Ha Hee.

TonoBa eme Oosblie 3arpy3miach M TpeOOBala CIMIIKOM MHOTO SHEPruu Uisi 00pabOTKH
nHpopMmaru. Kazanock Obl — Bce Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH, HO BUXPb M3 MBICJICH HE YCIIOKaWBAJICS M 3aTsI-
ruBaj Makca B BOPOHKY.

— Koneuno, nau. Ho mogymait Haq moumu cinoBamu, yiagHo? [TomMHM, X MUp mapasieneH
Y TOpTAJT TyAa TaK ke HeoObrueH. Ecim morpeOyeTcsl MOMOIIb, MPUXOIU CIOAa, U s OOBSICHIO TeOe
BCE, YTO 3HAIO cama.

— Xoporo.

IOHoma ocTaBU yaliky ¢ 4aeM, W3 KOTOPOM He OBUIO BBITUTO WM IJIOTKA, HACMeX OOyIcs
Y BBIIIIEN U3 KBAPTHPHI.

[ornpomaBumcy ¢ NOXUION KEHIMMHON, MaKCUM «BBIION3» U3 MOAbE3/la U HAIPaBUIICS
JOMO¥.

skkosk

CoutHIle y:Ke MOJTHOCTBIO CIPSITAJIOCHh 3a ToJIcTOM nesieHou Ty4. Craso npoxiaaHo. Betep, pes-
KVMH TIOPHIBAMH, TOHSUT MPOILIOTOJHIO TPaBy MOBEpX CBexkel. XOJMOMHBIN MOTOK OCTYXKal BOILY
B JIy)kax, TOHsISI psiOb MOIIHBIMU MopbiBamMHu. [lorosa craga MpadHoi, Kak M HacTpoeHrue Makcuma.
Ha nyme crano TocknuBo. Ha Toit ayiie, 4to Ha 3emie. . .

CrnoBa crapymkuy nopaswim ero. EMy He Beprioch, 4TO BCe TO MPOUCXOAUT ¢ HuM. Kaza-
JIOCh, UTO AyMaTh 00 ITOM Jake He CTOWJIO, ¥ HajIo OBl MpocTo 3a0biTh. Ho emy mperncrosiio cienarhb
Cepbe3HBI BHIOOP, B KOTOPOM CBOM MUHYCHI ¥ TUTIOCHL. Ec/ii OH OcTaHeTcs 3/1eCh M HE CTaHET PUCKO-
BaTh CBOEH KU3HBIO B MUPE, HAMIOTHEHHBIM HEU3BECTHBIMU U OTTACHBIMU KUBOTHBIMH, TO OH MOXET
KHTh CIIOKOMHO. .. Kakoe-To BpeMsi. COBECTb He OCTaBHT €ro B IMOKOE, Be/lb OH OJIMH M3 BCEX JIIOACH
Ha IUJTAHeTe TIPUHSLT 3TOT KaMeHb, KakK dcTaeTHYI0 Majouky, U Terepb OH ObUT M30paH JJIs TOTO,
YTOOBI ICTIOJIHUTH TIPEHAYEPTAHHOE U Pa3pyIIUTh MPOKJISATHE, TEM CaMbIM criacasi CBOIO U UyXkKHe
*m3HA. K TOMY ke BeJIMK PUCK, YTO OH caM MOXKET BHE3aITHO TIOTMOHYTh, OJIMH U3 €ro JieTel Korjaa-
TO B Oymymem, Mama, CoHsl. ... Ykac! Puck ObUT 04eHb OOJIBIIHM.

«Pa3Be Bce 310 peasibHO? MoXkeT oHa cymaciieias, noyemy s el joepsiio? A BIPYr OKa-
XKETCs, uTo 51 3psi el He 1oBepsi1? — cam cede mpotuBopedr MakcuMm. — JIagHo, eci Bee ke mopTat
KaKMM-TO 9yAeCHBIM 00pa30M OTKPOETCs, TO MHE TIPUAETCS IMOBEPHUTH BO BCE TO M UCTIOJTHUTH JOJT.
A, MOXeT, Bce-Taku 51 He ofiH u30pan? MokeT, y KOro-To elie ectb KameHb? Jla, ckopeit Bcero. Tyt
BOT KpaelleK CKOJIOT HeaKKypaTHO, CJIOBHO KTO-TO KOTAA-TO OTKAJIBIBAJI KYCOK OT KaMHsI», — Makc
03aJa4eHHO paccMaTpyBall KaMeHb B pyKe. B rooBe cyMOypHO MeIainch MbICIIU C BOITPOCAMH.

Makcum 111es1 morpykKeHHbIH B MBICJIH U Iake He CMOTpeJI IOl HOru. BIpyr ero 1iedyo cTosk-
HYJIOCh ¢ 4eM-To. To camoe Tiedo, 4To Tak CTpaJajio STUM YTPOM, HO OOk TOrga Oblia ropaszio
CIJIbHEN U OT/INYHA OT 3Tor. OT HECOXKUAAHHOCTH MAPEHDb MMOJIETE BIICPE M YYyTh HE BBIPOHUJI KAMEHb
13 pyK — OJ1aro ycriesn BOBpeMsI CrpyIImpOBaThCsl M ONIEPEThCsl HA HOTH, TPOMKO ITUICTTHYB TIOJIONTBOM
00 accarbr.

— DI, THI Y€T0 He 3/10pOBaeIIbCs? — Pa3aascs 3BOHKUIA TOJIOC.
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Makc noaHsi1 rasa: 3a0aBHOe JeBUYbE JIMUMKO CMOTPEJIO Ha HETO; IJ1a3a CHsUIU, a OT YJIBIOKH
CKYJIbI IPHHUMAJIH TIPUSITHBIE OKPYIJIbe OYepTaHusl. PacTpernanHble TEeMHO-MeTHbIE BOJIOCHI CBUCAIN
Ha TUIeve.

— N3BuHHU, 3anymaiics, — cMyTwics napess. — [Ipuser, JIuza.

OH Bcerma ObUT paj BCTPETUTH ee, TeM Oojiee MOTrOBOPHUTh, Be/lb 3TO YAABaJOCh HEYACTO,
HO Ha cell pa3 eMy ObUTO He 10 3Toro. OT Takoro OTHOIIEHUS K UX BeTpede Makc caM ObUT B HEKO-
TOpOM II0Ke. JIu3a, noxoxe, TOxXe.

MakciM Mpa4HO CMOTPEJT B HOTY U TIBITAJICS. HATSIHYTh (DaJIBIIMBYIO YIIBIOKY.

— Tet yero? boneems? A-a... Tel Bce elie paccTpoeH U3-3a cioB (pu3MKa?... YX Thbl, KaKou
KaMeliek KpacuBblii! — JIn3a HeOXKHUIAHHO MTPUMEHIIIA TeEMY 1 TIOJICKoUrIa Omke K pyke Makca. —
I'ne B3sn?

— A, stor? Jla Tak. .. Hamen. .., — ICHUBO OTBevas napeHb. OH, KOHEUHO ke, He XOTeN PACKPhl-
BaTh UCTOPHIO UICTUHHOTO IIPOUCXOkIeHUs KpucTasuia. [lo kpaiiHel Mepe, He cervac.

— Tsl KaKoI-TO COBCEeM BsuTbIN, — JIu3a Onvke B3MIsIHY A B viio Makcuma. Ee r1asa ¢ couys-
CTBUEM IJISI/IENI Ha BIIAJIble OT PACCTPOMCTBA IIEKHU U IJia3a, KOTOphIEe Jake He CMOTPEJM Ha Hee. —
[Moiinem, noBecenumcsa? B mapk cxoaum?

— VI3BuHM, He Mory, Jiena, — Ha 3TOT pa3 Makc cam ce0st mopaswi. Ero mpakTiyecku mpuria-
IIAI0T Ha CBUJAHUE, 12 ellle ¥ C JeBYIIKON ero MeuThl, a OH 3aHAT, BuauTe ! OH Havan cam ceds
MBICJIEHHO pyraTth 3a TO, YTO CKa3aJl.

— XM, Hy KaK XOuelllb, yTOBapuBaTh He Oyay, — IeByIIKa Ja)ke pacCTpOMIach, HO BUIy MOKa-
3bIBaTh He crasia. [Toxoxe, 4To y Hee NeUCTBUTENbHO eCTh KaKMe-TO UCTUHHBbIE YyBCTBAa K Makcumy,
HO M3-3a JIeBUYbEH TOPAOCTH OHA HE XOTesla TOBOPUTH 3TO mpsiMo. — Kcraru! MHe TyT gaBeda cka-
3aJIM, 4TO OA1 HAMEYaeTCsl MO CIyYalo BBITYCKHOTO, — C UPOHHMEH M apTUCTUYHO-apUCTOKPATHYHOM
MaHEepOi CKa3aJsia OHa, CIIPSITaB OHY PYKY 3a CIHHY, a IPyroi BaJbsKHO BbIAAjIa MUPYITHI, CJIOBHO
OHHM ceiuac BeqyT CBETCKYI0 Oece/ly B 3ajax JeBSATHAALATOrO Beka. MaKCuM Bce-TaKy MOHSLI I71a3a
Ha 9TO MpeJcTaBlIeHre U yXMbUIbHYICS. HacTpoenue Hayano moHeMHory nogHuMarbkcsi. Ee urpu-
BOCTb 1 0QJIOBCTBO YACTO BBI3BIBAIN Y HETO YABIOKY. — He jxesaere Jin Mot co MHOM?

— KoneuHo! — mapeHp HakoHell SIpKO YJIBIOHYJICS, HO IJ1a3a MO-TPeXHEMY BbIIABaIM HEKOTO-
PYIO TOCKY. DTO MpeIokeHre BOOAYIIEBUIO Makcuma, K ToMy ke JIeBYIIIKa cama MpOosIBIIsiia MHU-
[IMaTUBY 1 B OyIyIlleM eMy He MPHUIETCS] CKPOMHHYATh M HepBHUYATh riepes JIn30i ¢ TeM xke mpeq-
JIOKEHUEM.

— 3poposo! Veuaumcsi! — Jluza Musio ynbiOHyJach 1 BHOBb HalpaBHJIACh 1O CBOEMY IyTH,
MOMaxaB MAPHIO PYKOH Ha MPOIIAHHKE.

MakcuMm nomaxaii B OTBET U €l1le HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/]] cMOTpell el Beied. Hactpoenue ero 3Ha-
YHUTEJTHHO MOJHSIIOCHh, HO HACTHIPHBIN XOJIOMHBIN BETEP YAAPUII €T0 B JIUIIO, CIOBHO TOBOPSI eMy: « bl
1o3a0buT 0 cBoMX MpodiemMax ? OHM BaKHEH BCEro, OHU MPEBHIIe STUX MEJIKUX pagocteit!..». Berep
3acTaBmJ Makcuma OTOPOCUTh BCIO MUMOJIETHYIO PajJjoCTh, U OH BHOBb TOTPSI3 B BHICOKOM BOPOT-
HHUKE TOJICTOBKH, TaKXe KaK B HYJHBIX M HA30WIMBBIX Pa3MBIIUICHUSX 000 BCEM 37I000IHEBHOM:
O CeMbe, OTHOIICHUSIX, yuede, MHBIX MUpaX... PalioBaiy JIMIIb MPUATHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS O CBET-
JIOi U SIpKOM ynbiOke JIn3bl, KOTOpasi HanepeKop TUIOXOM MOrofe OCBEIaia Bce BOKPYT ce0s1 CBETOM
AyIIH, ¥ corpeBasia Makcuma U3HyTpH Oarogapsi BOCTIOMUHAHHSIM.

OH BcoMuHa1 00 MX MEpBOM BCTpEYe: OHA, TaKas ke CBeTIast, ¢ J10OpoW YJIbIOKON U HaWB-
HBIMHM TJIa3KaMH, KOTJJa-TO BIIEPBbIE MPUIILIA B UX Kjacc. [loHavaty oH He oOpalian Ha Hee 0co00ro
BHUMaHMsI, HO CO BPEMEHEM ee 3BOHKHMI TOJIOCOK Havasl cujibHee 3a/eBaTh MakchMa, Kak U CBeT,
UCXOJSIIUH OT Hee. AX, 9TOT CONHEYHbIN JIyYHK. ... K ee Terty XxoTeaoch MpUKOCHYThCS, M, XOUelllb-
HE XO4Yelllb, HA ITOT SIPKUI CBET XOTEJIOCh OOpaTUTh BHUMAaHUE, IOTPSI3HYTh B HEM, corpeTbesi. Mak-
cuM 1 JIuza BcTpevyanuch B3MIsIaMH, MOPolo padoTaiy B nape, OeceaoBaii, HO UICTUHHBIX YYBCTB
APYT ApYry He OTKpbiBaiH. Kakaplil M3 HUX BHUIET 3TH YyBCTBA B IPYTOM, HO HU OJMH HE OCMEJTH-

20



V. CroicoeBa. «uBuHmu. OTKPOUN HOBBIN MUP. . .»

BaJICA OTKprT]:» CBOMU. TaKI/IM 06pa30M, OTHOILIICHUA UX paCTYT nu erHHyT C KaXXIbIM HOBBIM CJIOBOM
1 B3IVISZIOM, CJIOBHO MOJIOZIOE JICPEBIIE.

Kaxercs1, HacTana ropa Xo3siHWYATh BeCHe, Malo, YTOObI TaKXkKe PaCITyCTUIIUCh JIPYTHE epe-
BbsI, KaK 3TOT KJIEH, YTO pacTeT Ha KPai MeIeXOqHON JOPOKKH, MUMO KOTOPOro mpoxomuit Mak-
CHUM. HO‘IKI/I Ha TOHCHBKHUX BCTOUYKAX y)Ke JaBHO Ha6yxm/1, 1 UM JaBHO 6I>UIO Hopa HOHHYT]) HapaBHe
C JINCTBOM JIPYTUX JEPEBbEB, OKPYKAIOIIMX KJIeH. Kakoe-To MrHOBEeHHUE, 1 OHU PaCIyCTATCS IyUYKaMuy
CBEKEU COYHOM 3€eJIEHHU, JaBas HaYaJI0 HOBOU XU3HH. ...
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I'nmaBa 3

HacronpHas namma rpoMko norpeckuBaa. CiaOblil CBeT MeJbKaJl, IIEPEMEHHO OCBEINas CyXue
1 pbl MaTeMaTHUeCKuX (hOPMYJT B TETPAIH, JIeKAIeH Ha CToJe.

3a OKHOM BeTep 3aBbIBaJ M BCEH CBOEW MOIIBIO THITAJICS 000pBaTh MPOBOIA CO CTOIOOB —
HanpsDKEHUE B CETU KakIyl0 CEKYH/Iy CKaKasio, 3aCTaBlisisi CBET MeJibKaTh. K ToMy ke Ha HeOe yike
COOpaIMCh YepHO-(UOJIETOBbIE TY4H, BCEM CBOMM BHIOM IPEIBEINAOIIKE CTPAIIHy0 Oypio. Bokpyr
CTaJI0 TEMHO U MPAyYHO, a B BO3/IyXe BUTAJIO HAIIPSDKEHUE M CTPax Mepe]] YeM-TO HeHACTHBIM. TITHIbI
JIaBHO He JICTAJIH, a CIIPATAINCD B YIOTHBIX THe37aX. Bpojisturie sk MBOTHbIE OBICTPO HAIILIA YKPOMHOE
MECTEUKO, YTOOBI MepeskaaTh Oypio. A JOAU CKOpel Oeskasd 1Mo JOMaM.

Makcum cufes 3a IMCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM B CBOEW KOMHATE U MBITAJICS PEIIMTh SK3aMEHAIMOH-
HbIE 3aJIaHUS TI0 MaTeMaTUKe, HO eMy ObLIO He JI0 YPaBHEHHUH — B TOJIOBE PEIIAIMCh COBCEM JIPyrHe
3a/1a4M.

— ®Dyx, — TSKKO BBIIOXHYJT MAPEHb, HAKOHEII MPU/Ist K PEIICHUI0, HO HE K MaTeMaTHyecKomy,
a K TOMy, 4TO BCE BpeMs MOAMBIBAJIO MaKCMMa M3HYTPH, HAOMHHAIOIIEM Oe3ycTaHHO: «SI TBoe
pettienne. MiHoro Beixoma HeT! TOT Mup pellieHre TBouX mpodieM. S Bce paBHO He 1aM TeOe TIOKOSI».

— JlagHo, nomnpoOyio. A pa3Be ecTh JIPyrod Bbixoa? — roBopri Makc cam ¢ coOoi U ayMalt:
«XOpOIII0, HO KaK Ty/a MMOMacTh ?» — MapeHb OTOABUHY.I IIPOYb TETPab U MPUHSIICS TepeOUTh PYUKY,
BpeMeHaMH, CaM TOro He 3amevasi, MOKYChIBasl e MIACTMACCOBYIO KPBIIICUKY.

— OHa BpoJie U4TO-TO FOBOPHJIa HACUET MopTaa. «... OH Tak ke HeOObIUEH. . .» — U YTO TO 3Ha-
YUT? — TapeHb IPOMKO PACCYKJIAJ caM C COOOM, TaK KaK JIoMa HUKOTro He ObU10. Best ceMbsi HeJTaBHO
yIILJTa B TOCTH K 3HAKOMBIM.

BHesarHo cBeT NOTYX, ¥ KOMHATY OIJTYIIIIIO TeMHOTOM. CTasio Tak ke MpPayHoO, KaK Ha YJIHIIE.

[MapeHb CHST HAYIIHUKM, U MYPAIIKKA TYT %ke MpoOeX)aiu 1o cruHe. Betep 3a OKHOM 3aBbi-
BaJI, TO U JIeJIo ynapsis no dacany 3naHus. Bokpyr Oblia mojiHewas teMHoTa. M Bapyr BHE3arHO
CBEPKHYJIa MOJIHUS MPSIMO Tepe]] OKHOM Makcrma, 3a KOTOPO# MOC/IeI0BAa 3/I0BEIIUI packar rpoMa,
KOTOpBIN B30yMOpaxui Bech oM. OT BHe3amHOCTH MaKCUM UCIyTaics M BOCKJMKHYIT: «Oro!».
Bertep craui einie CUIbHEH 1yTh, U TYT Xe OOPYIIUICS KB I0XK/IsI, PE3KO MUICITHYB MO OCTHIBIIIEMY
achasnpTy. PasryasBiiasicss CTUXHsI IIyMeJia, CJIOBHO MAJICHbKHUIA BOJIOMA/ TEKYINEH MPSMO C KPBILIH
MHOTO3TaKKH 2 ¥ BUJI ObLIT TAKOH K€: IMBEHDb C OFPOMHOM CHJION OUJICS B CTEKJIO, CKPBIB €r0 3a Cepoi
OeCITPOCBETHOM TIEJIEHOM, IPOMKO YAapSIOIIEH M0 OTIMBY IIACTUKOBOTO OKHA.

Makc nogiomen K okHy. OuepTaHus yIWIBI 32 HAM ObUTM €[1Ba YJIOBUMBI CKBO3b TEMHOTY
U J10%b. JIMBeHb TO COABJIsI, TO BHOBb HaOMpas 00OPOTHI, M B 3TH CHIOKOMHBIE MOMEHTBI MOXHO
OBLIO 3aMETHTh, KaK JIIOJIU, TPUKPBIBASICH KTO YeM MOT (30HTaMH, XypHaJIaMH, AUTUIOMATAMH, CyM-
KaMH U IPOYUM ), OesKajIi CKOpel JIOMOH, O[] KaKKe-TO HABECHI, B Mara3uHbl, KOTOPBIE €111e HEe YCIIeIn
3aKPbIThCS, JIMIIIb Obl YKPHITHCS OT JIMBHS M MOJIHUIA. BHEIIHSIs WJUTIOMUHALIUS 3aBE/ICHUH, KOTOpbIE
elie He BCTPETHJIMCh C HErOJOBAHMEM CTHXUHU U HE JIMIIWIKCH NEKTPOIHEPrHU Kak joM Makca,
cBeT (hoHapedt U hap MaIIMH PaCIUIBIBAJICA MO MOKPOM JOpOre M OTpakajiCs Ha YacThIX Karuisx
JOKIS HAa OKHe. B3risiHyB BHM3, MakcUM 3aMeTHIT MPOBOM, KOTOPBIM ClIETeT CO CToN0A U Terephb
BUJICSI Y OKHA KBapTUPHI OEIIEHOW 3Meel, a MaJIeHbKKE MPOBOJIKHU, TOpYAIllUe U3 Hee, UCKPUIUCh
KaK MaJleHbKHe MOJIHUM, CIIOBHO HEJaBHUU pacKaT BCe ellle TUXOHBKO TJIeJI BHYTPH 3aKPydYeHHOTO
KaOeJs.

Makc npakTHYeCKM HaOIIyIb MOJOIIe] K mKady Ha KyxHe, Te Jexaia pasHas ObITOBast
MeJIoub, ¥ JJOCTAJI CTapylo MapaUHOBYIO CBEUKY, BCTABJIEHHYIO B MOACBEYHMK. Tak:ke Ha OILyIb OH
HaIlle)l CITUYKK, KOTOpbIC JIeKaad Ha KyXOHHOW rumdte. TTocie BYX HEYJaYHBIX MOIMBITOK CIMYKA
3aKIJ1ach, U BCKOpPE CBeYa MATKUM TEIJTbIM CBETOM O3aprJia KyxHio. [lapeHsb mpoiiiesi 00paTHO B CBOKO
KOMHATY, YTOOBI TOITPOOOBATh BHOBb NIPHUHSTHCS 32 YIIPAXKHEHUS.
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CBeuka cTosila Ha CTOJIe, M TYCKJIO OCBElIajia TeTpaab. MaKkcuM CHOBa Halenus OOJbIlue
HAyITHUKH Ha TOJIOBY U B3sLJT PYUKY.

«YTIpOCTUTE BBIPAKEHHE» — MBICIIEHHO TIPOYMTAIT 33/1aHHE.

«Ckp-Oyx!!!» — packaT rpoma 3XOM OTpaswcs OT OKOH, a IOJ M CTEHBI COIPOTHYJIHCh.
OT HeoxnaaHHOCTH MaKCUM B3JpOTHYJ M PE3KO MOBEPHYINICS K OKHY, HO TYT IPOBOJ HAYIITHUKOB
3aleTnuIICcs 3a MocepeOPEeHHYI0 PyUKY MOJCBEYHUKA, U CBEYa MOJIeTeNa Ha TeTPajib.

— Yepr! Yepr! Yepr! — B 3ameriarenscTe Beipyrayicst Makc.

B cymaroxe oH Hayan MCKaTh, YeM MOXHO MOTYIIUTh OroHb. K cuacTbio, Ha cTone crosuia
YaIka ¢ OCTHIBIIMM Kobe. MaKCUM CXBaTWIT YaIlIKy Y TJIECHYJI Ha 3arOPEBIIYIOCs TeTPajib, HO OTOHb
He rorac — Kode MmpoJieTesio CKBo3b IuiaMs Ha Oymary. I'ma3za Makcuma Bbuie3nu Ha 100. OH He 3Ha,
YTO ellle MOXKHO CJIeJIaTh.

OroHb TeM BpeMeHeM CIUPAJIBIO ToIes 1o TeTpaau. [Tnams Obl1o oxoxe Ha KoOpY, U CJIeAOM
3a ee TOJIOBOM OrOHb CTAaHOBWJICS cuHUM. OHa BUJIACh, BUJIACh U, JOOPABIIUCH 10 CEPEIUHbBI TETPAJIKH,
C ocKasioM Opocuiachk B o Makcuma U TyT e ucuesna. [lapens B yxace otaepHyscs ot oras. O
OBbLT A0COTIOTHO IIOKMPOBAH.

V3ke 3armojioHUB BCIO TIOBEPXHOCTh TETPAM, TUIaMsi CHHUMH SI3bIKaMH BHJIOCH BBepX. Makc,
Ha CBOE YJMBJIEHHUE, HE OIIYIIAJ jKapa OT OTHsl, XOTb CUJE COBCEM OJIM3KO.

OCTOPOKHO BBICTABUB PYKY Mepeji COOOH, OH MOMBITAJICS OIIYTUTD XKap, HO HE MOT JJaKe MOYyB-
CTBOBATh TeIlIa. YOeUBIINCh, YTO OTOHb IO BCEM NMPHU3HAKaM O€30MaceH, HO C HEKOW OCTOPOXKHO-
CThI0, MaKkc OTHOMOMEHTHO TIPOH3UJT JIAJJOHbIO CHHee MIaMsi. OTOHbB JIMIIL OBESUT PyKY MPOXJIaoi,
MoCJIe Yero 1o Koxke MapeHbka mpodexanu mypamiku. Emne pa3 (Termepb MeIieHHel) OH ToxKea
OIIYTHTh BCE BOJIIIEOCTBO, UCXOMSIIEE OT ITOro (peHOMeHa U TTPOBEJ PYKOH.

«...Ilopran Takxke HEOOBIYEH...» — MaKCMM HaKOHel| Hadal MOHMMaThb MPUYMHY CTOJb
HEOOBIYHOTO SIBJICHUS. . .

— 9r10 nopran! — oceHusio Maxkca. — Jla! Oronb B TOM MUpE XOJIOJEH, 3HAUUT, IOPTaJl TaKxke
HeoObrYeH ! — 00pa1oBasICs OH, HO TYT ke rnogymat: — Ho kak B Hero nonactb? OroHb COBceM HEOOIb-
IO — s TyJa He BJIe3y, — 03aJIJaueH0 OCMOTpe TuiaMsi Makc.

[TapeHb OCTOPOKHO OTOPBAJ OT TETPagy TOPSALIMIA JUCTOK. Jlepka ero 3a yrojiok, Makcum
OCTOPOXHO TOZIONIENT K CTeHe. «DTO eIMHCTBEHHbIH IIaHC, — JPYroro BhIXOAA HET», — OTUYAsHHO,
HO oracasich, yoexaas camoro cedst, myman Makc. OH mpoBes 1o 0005iM cBOeoOpa3HbIM (hakesoM
B Ha/IeKJe, UTO €ro MpeariooKeHus IIPABUIIbHBI, ¥ He 3pst HAJEsUICS: TI0 CTeHe, KPYKach U 3aKpy4u-
BasICh APYT C APYIoM, MoOekKaau 3MEHKH TUIaMEHH, OCTaBJIsIsl 3a coO0i KombIio orHsl. Korga nocnen-
Hsisl camasi OoMblIiast 3MerKa, 3aMbIKasi KpyT, MOAIPHITHYJIA BBEPX U yIAPUJIACh B HAUAJIO IJTAMEHHOTO
KOJIbLIa, U3HYTPH INPbICHYJIA BOJIHA XOJIOAHOTO BO3/1yXa U BCEW CBOEH CHIION okaTmia Makcuma, pac-
TpPenaB ero rycTbie BOJIOCHL.

OnpaBuBIIKCH OT BHE3AITHOTO yAapa, KOTOPbIH 3aCTaBUII 3aKPbITh NIEpECyILIEHHbIE J1a3a, Mak-
CUM yBUJIeN, KaK BHYTPU Kpyra CTaJ MPOSIBISATHCS CBET, NEPEIMBAsCh TOMyOBIMH, CHHUMH, (priosie-
TOBBIMU ¥ PO3OBBIMU OTOHBKAMHU.

Makcum cTosin y noprajia, 3atauB JapixaHue. CusibHeliee BlieyaTieHue OT YBUJEHHOTO U IIOK
OT TOTrO, YTO 3TO Mpoucxoawio umeHHo ¢ HM, He oTmyckanu mapHs. YJbpIOKa MOION3Ia M0 ero
JIVIITY, ¥ OH CTaJI JKaJTHO XBaTaTh HOCOM CBEKHUI BO3/yX, MO-OCOOCHHOMY CJIaJKUN W MATKHM, ITIe/I-
mui ot noprana. OT 3TOro rojoBa Havasia KpyXKUThCs erle Oonblie BI0OABOK K TOJIOBOKPYKEHUIO
OT BIIEYATIIECHUH.

«BoT OH — TOT camblil opTan!» — NapeHs CyHyJ pyKy B CBETSILIMICSA BUXPb, U pyKa MpOILIa
CKBO3b CTEHY, ¥ OblIa OBESIHA MPUATHOW BO3IYIITHOM MOAYIIKOM.

3a0bIBIIMCH OT BIEYATICHUI, OH yXe XOTeJl MPbITHYTh BHYTPb, HO OMIOMHUIICS, UYTO HaJIeTKe
TyJa OTHPABJIATHCS HE CTOUT, M MPOCTO TaK, 0e3 OOBSICHEHUH Tepe]] ceMbel, IporaiaTh Ha Heu3-
BECTHBIN CPOK HEJb3sl.
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OOBSICHUTH PUYMHY, TT0 KOTOPO¥ OH TaK MPOCTO CO BCEMU U3BECTHHIMU M OTHIO/Ib CTPAIITHBIMU
MOCJIEACTBUAMM, KOTOPBIE MOIJIM TPOWU30MTH, OTIPABIsETCS B aOCOMIOTHO HEU3BEIAHHOE MECTO,
Makc He mor. [Touemy-To OH 3HaJ1, UTO CIPABUTCS CO BCEMU IPEACTOAIIMMU OMACHOCTSIMU, U YBEPEH-
HOCTb, KOTOPYIO KaK TOJICTYIO JKeJIe3HYIO TUIACTUHY BHYTPH MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKa He MPOOUTh, U3 HETo
He yOpatb. BbIIo /11 3TO jKeaHue UCIIBITAaTh YTO-TO HOBOE WJIM OE3BICXOJHOCTh OH caM He 3Hajl. Bce
HeJJaBHUE COOBITHS HACTONBKO 3a0MJIM €r0O CBETIIBIN pa3yM U YMCTOE Ceplie MPaKOM U MeYaibio, YTo
OH OBbLJI TOTOB OYKBAJILHO Ha BCE JIMIIB Obl 3a0bITHCS, OTAOXHYTh OT HArHETAIOIIMX MOMEHTOB BOKPYT:
ceMbsi, KOTopasi OblJla Ha TpaHM pa3pbiBa; yueda, a BMECTE C Hell M 9K3aMeHbl; HEyBEPEHHOCTh B JINY-
HOW ’KU3HHU. .. — BCE 3TO HACTOJIBKO HAJ/I0€JI0!

Bronbixax Makcum MpUHSIJICS MCKATh MMOXOAHBIN PIOK3aK BHYTPY COOCTBEHHOTO IKada, YToObI
TMIOJIOKUTHh B HEro BCe HEOOXOOMMOE Il MPEACTOSINEro, BO3MOXKHO, JoJroro mytu. OTBICKaB ero
Ha caMo¥ BEepXHeH TMOJIKe U CTSHYB PIOK3aK BHU3 BMECTE C IbLITbIO, MAPeHb, HEIONTO AyMasi oOeka
Ha KyXHIO, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh HEMHOTO €/1bl U BElel B I0pory. 3aKMHYB B PIOK3aK Mapy OyTepOpoioB
C KOJI0Aco, TAKeTUK TIeUeHbsI, OYTHIIKY C BOJIOW, OH OTBHICKQJI B TOM caMOM OBITOBOM IIKadurke
CKJIAJJHOM HOX U, YK€ YXO[is, 3aXBaTUJI KOPOOOK CITUYEK, JISKABIIUI HA TUTUTE.

3ateM OH moOeskaj B KOPUIOp U TaM Hajel JTOOMMbIe KPOCCOBKH, KOTOPbIE YK€ 3aTepiIHCh
U COJIUJIHO MOHOCWJIMCh OT BPEMEHU U TMOCTOSIHHOM HOCKU, HO OHM IO-IIPEKHEMY OCTaBaJIUCh €T0
caMbIMK JTIOOMMBIMU. HazeBath Gosibllie HUYEro He CTasl, MOIIeN B TOM, B YeM ObUI: JKMHCHI, TOJ-
CTOBKa C KaITIOIIIOHOM, a TIofT Hel (pyTOoKa.

Bce, 4TO HY)KHO [1s1 TPEACTOSIIIETO MPUKIIIOYEHUS ObUIO B3SITO.

Vike cros y nopraia, Makc BCIIOMHWUJI, 4TO OCTaJI0Ch CAMO€ BaKHOE — 3alIMCKa J1s1 pOIUTENIEH.

BHICTpO MOACKOUMB K MUCBMEHHOMY CTOJIy, /i€ HelaBHO OyIlleBajl OrOHb, OH C PIOK3aKOM
Ha IJ1e4ax, YT0 HEMHOTO MEIIAJICS ¥ BAJTWIICS Ha OOK, CXBATHJI TeTpaib U1l paboT 1o ayirebpe 1 Hava
MCKaTh JIMCTOK, N30eKaBIIMi Nonaaanus koge. BoipBan Gonee-MeHee yIeleBIuil JIUCT, MMEBIIUI
Ha ce0e JIMIIb HEKOTOPBIE CHIPOBATHIE KAILTH.

«Yto ke Harmucath? He Mory xe s npsMo ckazath: «Mawma. §1 ymien B mapajuiesibHbI MUD,
K yXkuHY He xaute!». Xa-xa... Her... M-m, Touyno!...». [TapeHb cXxBaTui1 pyduky ¥ OBICTPO Harmcam
HECKOJIBKO CTPOK HEAKKYPaTHbIM [TOYEPKOM.

Berep, meammii ot nopraa, BCe MBITAJICS BbIXBATUTD JIMCTOK U3 pyK Makcuma, 1 HaCTBIPHO
3aurpbiBajl C HAM, MPUBJIEKas BHUMaHKe, CIIOBHO ToBopsi: «ii! Thl coBceM 3a0bLT Mpo MeHs1. BricT-
peii IoNUChIBaid M OTIIpaBJisiiics: B myTtemecTBre! Tam kaet TeOs HeOOBIYHBII MUP!».

KpoxotHas aerass oTaensia ero or BeMyaniien ynoctu — kaMeHb! Makcum 4yTh He cura-
HYJI B TIopTaj 6e3 camMoil I7TaBHOM BEUIW B 9TOM ITyTEIIECTBUM — BOJIIIEOHBI MUHEpas, KOTOPHIi
MIOMOET CHATh MPOKJIATHE. [lapeHb OTKPBUI ALK CTOJIA U BbIHYJI KaMEHb.

Ternepb Bce TOYHO OBUIO TOTOBO. MaKCUM C TOCKOW OIJIsiien KOMHATy. BO3MOXHO, OH yxe
He BepHeTcs cioaa. KTo 3HaeT, kakue oracHOCTH MPeICTOUT BCTPeTUTh? MUp, HaroJTHEHHbI TMKUMU
KUBOTHBIM U HEW3BECTHBIMH CIIyYalHOCTSIMH, TauT B cebe orpoMHylo yrposy. Tem Oosee BO3-
MOXHO, YTO OIAcaThCsl CTOMT HE CTOJIBKO 3BEpPel, CKOJIIBKO MPHUPOAY, KOTOpast MOXET MOAOPOCUTD
Ha MmyTh Makcuma pa3HooOpa3Heie npensTcTBrst. MoJoIoi YeioBeK I1eN Hayraj, B Hen3BeaaH-
HOE, U MPEeJICKa3bIBaTh YTO-JIMOO0 OH HE MOT Jjaxke camomy cede. Bo3MOXHO, Jaxke He MPUKIIOUUTHCS
HUYEro HeOOBIYHOTO, M OH OBICTPO ¥ CIIOKOMHO CMOKET CIIPABUTHCS C 3a/1aHUEM.

OH mMeyIeHHO 00BEJT B3MJIAIOM KX IbIH YTOJIOK KOMHATBI. OCMOTpET Te MecTa, Ky/la OH PaHbIIle
Jaxe He POHSUI B3IJIs/1a M He TIPUIaBaJl TOMY MECTY 0COOO0T0 3HAUEHHMSI; HO ceiiyac Kaxaasi MaIeHbKast
AeTajb UMesia KaKoi-TO OCOOCHHBIH CTaTycC, YIOT, B KaXIOM YToJIKe ObLIO YTO-TO POAHOE.

Makcum cHoBa 00epHYJIcs K mopTaiy: «MoxerT, Bce-Taku He ctont? Her!» — oH cypoBo U yBe-
PEHHO NOCMOTpeJ1 Ha nopTal. [TapeHb, XOIOIHBIM B3IJI1J0M, KOTOPbIH CJIOBHO K€JI€3HbIE OKOBBI yITall
Ha MEPIAIOIINIA OTOHb, HE JAaBaJl CIAOMHBI M CAEPKUBAII Ce0s1 OT JKeNaHusI 0OepHYThCsI HA KOMHATY,
YTOOBI HE JaTh BOJIO YyBCTBAM.

«O0parHoro myTu Het!».
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MakcuM CHOBa IIPOBEJT PYKOM CKBO3b MOPTaJ, YTOObI YOSAUTHCS, UTO TOT HE 3aKPbLICS.

[Har nHazan.

[Tpbixok!

N BoT MakcuM yxke okasajics B MoJIeTe Cpejib HesICHOM MycTOThl. HeHachITHBIe royOble OrHU
CXBATHUJIM €r0 U TIOMOTJIM €My B3JIETeTh, HAIPABUB HAa BEPHBIN ITyTh, 1 BMECTE C HUM YTOHYJIM BHYTPU
ropraa.

BypHblii TOTOK BO3/yXa BCKPYKUJI TOJIOBY MAPEHBbKY, a SICHbIE LIBETHBIE OTHU OYPIIMIIA BOKPYT
U psIObIO OTPAKATUCh B €r0 I71a3ax.

TomyOble 3MeliKK BUTMCh BOKPYT HETO B MOJIETE HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl. Bapyr oHu mpoerenu Brie-
pell, OCTAHOBHUBIIIKCh, Pa3BEPHYJIMCh U 3aKPYXUJIMCh MEXAy coOoi. Bece OvicTpeli U ObIcTpeid, TIoka
HE CJIMJINCH B OJIHY OOJBIIYIO CHHIOI KOOpY, KOTopas jeTena npsiMo Ha Makca. TlogyiereB coBcem
OM3KO, OHA HE CTaJla HarajaaTh cpasy, a OOBUJIACh BOKPYT HEro KOJbI[AMHU U C IIHUPOKO OTKPHITOU
nacTpio ONecHys1a OTHEHHbIMU KJbIKamu. Bpocok! Y Makc yke Obl1 BHYTpH CBETAIIEHCS KOOPBHI.
Crenstuii rory0oi OroHb BHYTPHU €€ YpeBa sIpPKO CBETHJI B TJ1a3a 70 HecTepruMon 6o, Bee Obu1o
HEUYETKUM U OBICTPBIM — 3TO OBbLIO TSIKEJIO BOCHPUHUMATh OJJHOBPEMEHHO, U M03TOMY Makc Havam
HE3aMeTHO JJIs1 caMoro ceOsl TepsITh CO3HaHMe. SIpKue romyobie, Oesbie 1 (PUOIETOBbIE OTHU CIIMJIHChH
B €/IMHOE TSTHO /JI51 HETO, a BCKOPEe BOBCE IOTracjiv B TEMHOTE.

Buxpb B kOMHate Kpyx)uicst orasiMu. [1naMeHHble 3MeHKH CBIITUCH B KITyOOK M TOCIIEe SIPKOM
BCIIBIIIKY MOTYXJIM, HE OCTABHB HU Clie/la Ha 000sIX.

Korna kospl10 3aKpbliIoCh, BO3LYLIHbINA MOTOK, LIEJIIMI U3 IOPTaJla, B OCJAEIHUIA pa3 MbIXHYJI
CO BCEW CHJTBI ¥ BHIOPOCHJI IOPBIB BETPa B KOMHATY, OCTABUB €r0 KaK IMOCJIe/IHee HATIOMUHAHUE O TOM,
YTO TYT IPOUCXOAUJIO.

Betep nporesncst mo creHam, MOTHSI B BO3yX BHCEBILME IUIAKaThl U 3alUCKH, a Ha CTOJE
B3bEPOIINJI JIUCTH TETPAIN U TIOIXBATUI BBEPX MAJICHBKYIO, OIMHOKO JISKABIIYI0 OyMaXKYy.

B KomHare Bce ycIoKousIoch, a OyMakka Mo-npexHeMy Kpykuiach B Bo3ayxe. [Iponenas napy
MUPYITOB, 3alKCKa yIaja HaInuChio BBepX: «[Ipoctr, Mama, HO 51 GOJIbIIIE HE MOTY TEpIeTh BaIlIUX
ccop. S yoexan u3 goma. M He mbitaiiTech MeHs1 HaiiTu! $1 He BepHYCh, MOKA Bbl HE MpEKpaTuTe
ccoputhcs. [Toka...»
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I'naBa 4

I'onoBa xyTkO OoJ1ena, CIOBHO €31 KTO-TO KPEMNKO 3aexajl MacCUBHOW ayOuHOu. ITonHATh
BEKH ObLIO OYEHb TSKEN0, HO MaKCHM Bce e OTKPBUI I71a3a, ¥ TI0CTIe HEOOIBIIOTO T'OJIOBOK PYKEHHS
KapTUHKa Iepe] [la3aMu cTajla yeTye.

C nepBoi ke ceKyHapl Makcy yanoch NOHATH, YTO JIEXKUT Ha 3emiie. [Ipsamo nepen ero B3opom
KOJIbIXaJIaCh TPaBa; MapeHb IPOBEJI [0 Hell JIEBOM pyKOM — OHa ObljTa HEBBICOKAsl, HO TaKas ImyIucras!
ITonHsAB B3I BbILLE, OH YBHUJE] CBOW POAHOW PIOK3aK, OJMHOKO BAJIABIIMICS Cpely TPABHI.

Co3HaHMe HaKOHEll OKOHYATeJIbHO BOCCTAHOBWIIOCH: «Tak... §I Ha TpaBe. I'ooBa KyTko
OOJHT, — MIOXOXeE, 5, BBIJIETEB, YN CIIMHOW BHU3 M XOPOLLIEHBKO IIaHJapaxHyJics rojgoBoi. Kak xe
6onpHO!. .. Ta-ak, s BeUIETEN U3 MOpTasia, HO Kyaa?». MeileHHO IOBEpHYB OOJIbHYIO TOJIOBY, YTOOBI
HE CUJIBHO 33/IeTh OOJIbHOE MECTO, OH He CMOT ITOBEPUThH CBOMM IJIa3aM: PSIMO HaJl HUM PACTSIHYJICS
KYIIOJI OFPOMHOTI0, Oe310HHOro HeOa! Tricsiun, MUUTMApAbl 3BE3]L KPYKUJIM B MYIIUCTBIX, TEMHO-
OOpIOBBIX, PO30BBIX U (PHOJETOBBIX OOJAKAX, PEAKO MPOJIETABIIMX Iepel] ONecTAIMM MOJIOTHOM.
U nyHa, Takas Gospluasi, HEOOBIYAHO OOMNbIIAs, CJIOBHO M3/TyYasia YCIOKAUBAIOIIMe BEsSTHUE CBOUM
cepeOpsIHBIM CUSTHUEM.

MakcuM, He OTpbIBas B3IVIAAQ, NPUMOJHSIICS, YTOObI OJIMKE MOCMOTPETh Ha 3T0 uyjo. OH
HE 3aMeyall HM BPeMeHH, HU BCEro, 4To ObUIO BOKPYT. 3BE3/Ibl 04apOBAJIM MapeHbKa, 1, Ka3aloch,
BCE HEOO OTPAXAJIOCh B €ro OOJBIINX, HEMUTAIOIMIKX I71a3aX. OTKPbIB POT OT BIEYATIEHHIA, OH ObLI
TOTOB CMOTPETh Ha BCE 3TO BEUHO.

C TpymoM OTBeAs I7a3a OT OYapoBaTENbHBIX 3Be3l, Makc monpoOoBai Bcrarh. BmobaBok
K TOJI0Be Hayasia nmobdaynmBath cnvHa. OH 0OepHYJCs, W To3aai Hero ObUia Ta ke MOJIsSTHA M TO ke
He00; HIYero OoJiee — MOPTaJl 3aKPBUICS Cpa3y ke, Kak MapeHb BbUIETEN U3 HETo.

Maxkcum crosim Ha HeOombInoi mnosnsHe. [IpsiMo 3a Heil ObUI CKJIOH, HO OYeHb KPYTOi; OH
HE BHUJEJ, 9TOOBI OBLIO 32 CKOCOM. TpaBa BOKPYT UyTh KOJIBIXaJach OT MOPHIBOB TEIJIOTO BETEPKA.

IOHo11a nomaras no 3Toi MATKOW MOACTUJIKE K PIOK3aKy, KOTOPBIH ObUT B IBYX IlIarax OT HEro.
Ho He ycnen Makce npoTsiHyTh pyKy K HEMY, Kak psiIOM YTO-TO MPOIIMBITHYJIO U BBICYHYJIO TOJIOBY
HaJ| TpaBoi. MasieHbKast 3MeiiKa IJisiena ;KelTbIMU [a3kaMu pssMo Ha Makcuma. ITapy cekyHa oHa
rIs/e/la Ha He3HaKoMoe CYILECTBO M BJAPYr Opocuiach B CTOPOHY. Makc, Oylyud B CKPIOYEHHOM
COCTOSIHUM M C TIPOTSHYTOM K PIOK3aKy PYKOMW, NMPOCIEeAN B3IIsAA0M 3a Hel. [Tponomnss napy mer-
POB, 3MeiiKa 3aroJ3ia Ha HeOobIIoN OyJIbIKHUK (paHbllle Makc ero He 3aMeyall) M CHOBa Ky/Aa-To
yCTaBUJIaCh. MaKCUM ycTall CTOSITh B TAKOM IOJIOKEHUH U BCE ke CXBATUII PIoK3aK. KoxkaHblil Melok
OPAKHYJI 3aCTE€XKKOM M 3Mes1, UCITyTaBIIMCh 3BYKa, METHYJIACh 32 KAMEHb, HO IIepe]] TUM Ha ee OoKax
MIOKA3aJIMCh HEOOJIBIIINE OTBEPCTHS MTOX0KUE Ha OOJIbIIME [APANMHBI, U OTTYAA TOSBUJINCH MaJieHb-
KHe JIAIIKK KaK y ALIEepULbl, CJIOBHO TaK U JOJKHO ObITh. U Tereps yxe 3Mes ¢ Jlanamu SIepuLbl
(MM sIepuLa ¢ JUIMHOM 1eedl M XBOCTOM) yOexasa BHU3 10 CKJIOHY. YiuBieHuo Makca He OblIo
npujiena, Takoro OH HUKOIJa He BUJEN: 3Mesl, Jja ellle U C Jlanamu, KoTopble npsAauyTcs! Yem-To 310
CYILIECTBO HAIIOMUHAJIO KMTAWCKOIo ApaKkoHa.

ITapens mpocTosi B CTynope napy MUHYT: «51 To4HO He Ha 3emuie. [Toxoxe 3To JelCTBUTENIBHO
napajuiesbHeld Mup. W ecam nogymars, ciefys JiETeHAe, Ha 3eMIIE 3TO CYHIECTBO Pa3sMHOXUIIOCH
Ha 3MeU U Auepyll. YIUBUTENBHO! XOTh TPOMCXOKAEHUE )KUBOTHBIX Y 9BOJIOLIMIO HA 3EMJIE HE U3Y-
vair! Her, HeT.... 9T0 JypHOU COH, KOLIMAPp. ...».

CrpaHHble YyBCTBa 3aXJeCTHY/IM pasyM Makcuma. OH npoTuBUIICA caMoMy ceOe, He Kesa
BEPUTDb B POUCXOASAILEE. YIUBIEHUE U OJHOBPEMEHHBII CTPaX 3a CBOIO XKM3Hb MEIIAUCh B TOJIOBE.
OH nprcIOHUI CBOOOZIHYIO PYKY K BHE3AIHO OTsIKEJIEBILE TOIOBE.

— DTOro He MOXeT ObITh.... Takoro He ObiBaeT. Eciu 310 Tak u ecTh, TO MyCTh YTO-TO TPO-
M30H1IeT! — C HapacTaHUEM KpH4aJl ITapeHb B IICTOTY, OTBOAS pyKy. OH OTKMHYJI PIOK3aK B CTOPOHY
1 B MOJIbO€ pa3MaxuBasl pyKaMu. — ITO JOJDKHO MPOU30UTH, 4ToObl 1 moBepwi! Ilycts! 5 xay!
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MakcuM Havas OrJIsiAbIBAThCS, UCKATh Ia3amu 3HaK. OH 0OepHYJICS U BeTep, MOJI00HO BECEH-
HEMY, YTO TOHUT 00JIaKa MPOIIEIIeH 3MMbI BAaJb, B TIPOIILIOE, YIAPHI B JIUIIO MOJIOZIOMY Y€JIOBEKY,
CJIOBHO BOMBAasi B CO3HaHUE TO, YTO TeMeph Hayalach HOBAsl IJ1aBa B €ro KW3HU. Betep oBesin1 ero
C HOT /IO TOJIOBBI M PACTBOPHJICS 32 CIIHOWM.

Maxkcum cTosi1, BAbIXasi CBEXUN TEIUIbIN BO3/yX, OKYTABIIUNA €ro, U XOTh IJIsJIEN B BHICOKOE
He0o, TeM BpeMeHeM BCMaTpHUBaJICS B CBOIO Aymry. He Hao ObUIO JIMITHKUX CJIOB WM TPeI3HAMEHO-
BaHUU; OH BCE IOHSII.

INonoias k kpaio ckiaoHa, Makcium obomuien oT u3ymiieHust. HeOpiBanas KpacoTa pa3BepHy-
JIach €ro B30pYy: BOJMIIEOHO-KPACHBOE PO30BOE HEOO TYMaHOM CTEJIMJIOCH MO HWKHEH 4acTu HeOo-
CKJIOHA, & OT CAMOT0 TOPH30HTA, 3aJIMBAJIOCh MyPITyPHBIM ITyXOM 3aKara. 3Be3/bl TaK K€ KPYXKUIn
CTallkaM¥ OKOJIO HOUYHOTo cBeTwjIa. JIyHa ke T/iea B BUHHO-OOpIOBOM Kpeme ropusoHTa. Kazaoch,
B rojioBe Makcuma urpaina ABe Mapus, HO He apuell MEeBULIbI, & 3JIMBOM 3JIEIIHUX NTHUL, IPSYY-
IIUXCSl B OTPOMHBIX, PACCTIJIAIOLIMXCS TIO IIPABOMY Kpalo TOPU30HTA Jiecax, ¥ ITyMOM MHOTOCTPYH-
HOT'O BOJIONA/1a, Pa3IMBAIOIIETOCs 0 MHOTOUYKCIEHHBIM ITOPOTaM Ie-TO JaJIeKO.

Emy kazanock, 4To OH OyIeT CTOATh TYT BEYHO, OECKOHEUHO BIVIS/IBIBASICH B TOTPSICAIOIIHIA
nier3ax, HO BCS paloCTh KyAa-TO Havyajia Mporagarh, Kak TOJIbKO BCIIOMHIUT JTsI 4ero oH 3aeck. Iloa-
HSIB, JISKAIIMIA y HOT, PIOK3aK OH BBIHYJ U3 OOKOBOTrO KapMallka TOT CaMblii KaMEeHb: OH CTal Oolee
APKUM, ITOYTU CBETUJICH. MakcuM HaBesl KaMeHb Ha JIyHHbII7I CBET U KaMCHb Ha4daJl IEpeInBaTbCA
OUPIO301 U CHHEBOW. BHITIIsIZIEIN OH ellie KpacuBel, YeM Ha 3emiie, TeM OoJjiee TIOJI JTYHHBIM CBETOM.

HaTHHyB PIOK3aK Ha IUJICYU U OCMOTPEBIIUCD, MakcnM Hamen IMyTb, UITO6I)I CITYCTUTBCA
CO CKJIOHA. BBICTpO ceMeHs, mapy pa3 CIOTKHYBIIHCh, Makcum cOexan BHU3. Y caMOro MOTHOXKbS
CKJIOHA JIEKAJIO IIPOKOE TOJIe, BAATM KOTOPOTO BUIHEIVCH IPAaHUIIBI JIeca.

Boiizs B 3es1eH0oe MOpe, KOTOpPOe OT JIYHHOTO CBETa Ka3aJoch OMPI030BBIM, Makc 3aMeTHI1, YTo
TpaBa ¢ KaX/bIM IIarOM YBEJIMUUBAIACH B Pa3Mepax M BCKOpPE CTasia BHICOTOM MO Ipyab. Makc mmien
HE CIIClIa, paCCTaBUB PYKH B CTOPOHBI. MHFKI/IC, BJIAJ)KHBIC TPABUHKU IIEKOTAJIN JIAIOHU U KOXKY PYK.

Makcnm YCKOpUJI 1Iar, — OH 4YyBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO HCO6LI‘IHOG B I'pyau, HE IMIOXOXEEC HU Ha CHaA-
CThe, HU Ha ymMHpoTBopeHue. Ha cepaiie ObU1o JIerko u crokoitHo. Hukakue 3a060Thl ero He ofose-
BaJIM, U OECIIOKOUTCS O 4eM-JIM00 ObUI0 OeccMbicieHHO. OH coBHO Kpuyal BceM: «Maurte mpoub
co cBouMU mpodnemamu. S pokieH, yToOwl Jetath!». 3mech MakcuMm Hamen cBoil paii! HakoHern
OH HE BBIIEpXaJ M MoOexan, modexan O6e3 Lenu, He 3Has Kyna. B pajocTHOM MopbiBe OH 3aKpy-
XKUJICSA, @ OT CYACTbS JIAXKE XOTEJIOCh OE3YMHO CMESIThCSI; YyBCTBA PACIIUPAIIH TPY/b, BO3IYXY HE XBa-
tauio Mecta. OH 3aKpyKUJICS, ¥ U3 TPABBI Ty4el BbUICTENIN pa3HOOOpa3HbIe MyIIIKH M 0a00uku. Makc
HE CTapaJiCs UX Pa3mIsAeTh — ITO OBUIO MPOCTO KPACUBO U HEOOBIYHO J1axe B cymOype, B Hepaz0op-
YMBOH Tyue. SpKkue KpacKu MX KPBUIBIIIEK W CBETSIIMECs Teblia Obli HeBeposTHH! HakoHel oH
repecTa KPyKUThCS U YIIall B TPaBy, OTOPOCUB PIOK3aK B CTOPOHY, @ HACEKOMBIE e1lie OOJIbIIel TyJen
BBIIIOPXHYJIN BBBICh.

— Kpacora! — enBa ciibliitHO mpoMosiBuI 1oHOIA. OH Jiexkan v yacto Japiimai. OH Haciaxaancs
Kpacotoii. OH He X0TeN KyAa-TO UITH.

3a4yeM OH 31ech?

3auem 06 3ToM aymarth? Jlydiiie mpocTo nosexkarb, YCHYTh B CBIPOH IMYIIUCTON MEPUHE TPABbI
1 HE IyMaTb HA O YEM. ..

Ot HacnaxaeHus: MakcuM 3aKpbli 171433, HO BAPYT BCIIOMHUII O JIoMe, O cembe, 0 CoHe....
Bo3MorkHO, ceiiyac OHU yke BEpHY/IMCh JOMOM, HAIIUIM 3alUCKy, U, MOXET, MepekuBaioT 3a Mak-
cuMa, a oH? OH maxe He TogyMal o ONMM3KuX, yOexaa HeBeCTh Ky/a. ... BuHa 3a croib 6e3paccyi-
HBII MTOCTYMOK Havajia JaBUTh Ha Topiio MakcuMmy, 1 ObUIOE CUYacThe KyJa-TO YJIeTyurioch. Tenepb
Ha Jy1re Oblj1a TOJIBKO TpeBora. Makc NpUIoAHsIICsS U, OOHSB KOJIEHH, OITyCTHII TOJIOBY. Bypst aMoruii
oOpyIIMIach Ha HETro: YIUBIIEHUE, PaJOCTh, BOCTOPT CMEHSIIUCh HEBEPUEM, CTPAXOM, TPEBOTOM.
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Tenepb Het yTH Ha3aa. OH He IoMa U, BO3MOXKHO, HUKOT/Ia HE CMOKET BEPHYThCs. MOKET, ero
pacTep3aloT 3BEpH; MOXKET OH 3a0JTyAUTCS], YMPET C TOJI0AYy WJIM NOPTaJ IPOCTO-HAPOCTO HE OTKPO-
€TCsl CHOBA.

«['ne ceituac uckatp 3toro 3eps? Kro 3Haer, Kak oH BHINIAAUT? — qyMasl MakcuM. — 3a4eM ke
1 TEpsI0 BpeMsi?».

[Mapens moaTsHY K ceOe PIOK3aK U MOAHSIICS C TeIUION (KaKk HUA CTPAHHO) 3eMJIn. Tereps myTh
ero Jiexkasl K Jiecy, Ty/a, IJie CKOpeil Bcero 0OMTaeT ero Bropas Aylia. ...
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I'naBa 5

Makcum B3IIISIIOM M3MEPHJI BBICOTY JIEPEBBEB, T€, KA3aJOCh, ObUIM BBIIIE AECATUITAKHOTO
noMa, He MeHsbIne. [lepex camuM JlecoM paccTiianach HeOOMNbIIAs AOPOKKA U3 MOIIHBIX KOpHEH
KpaiiHuX JepeBbeB. Ecim BriseTbes BIIyOb Jieca, TO TIOUTH BCS 3eMJist ObUla 3aMoJIOHEHa STHMU
KOPHSIMU.

Maxkcum nomten Briepea. Vi mo orpoMHEHIIIMM OTpoCTKam ObUIO He MPOCTO — Mapy pa3 OH
4yTh HE BBIBEPHYJI HOTY. KpoccoBKM 3acTpeBaiv MeXay MOITHBIMUA KOPHSIMU, 1 Makc cTapascs uaTu
KaK MOJXHO OCTOpPOKHEi. BOT yke mokasanoch MecTo, Tlie JMCThs, TPaBbl, KAMHHU U TIECOK Ooliee-
MeHee BelpaBHUBaIH Jopory. [1o kpaitHeit Mepe, 1o Hell MOKHO MATH, He 00sICh cliomMaThb Hory. Tpora
OblIa MMPOKas — MOXOXKe, 3AECh YaCTO MPOXOAAT 3BEPH U COBCEM He MajieHbkue. KTo 3Haet, ¢ kem
eMy TYT IPUAETCS BCTPETUTHCS.

CrycTst MUHYT JecsiTh OH OKa3aJicst B caMoi rymie. I1Inpokue cTBobl IepeBbeB 0OBUBAJIM pa3-
HOOOpa3HbIe BHIOHKH U LIBETHI. [104TH KakJ0e AepeBO OTIINYAIOCh CBOMM IIBETOUYKOM: y OTHOTO OHU
OBUT PO30BBIE, Y JPYTOro keiThie. M 4To yIMBHUTENIBbHO, YeM BHIIIE POC IIBETOK, TEM CBETIEE ero
nenectky. Takum oOpa3om, Ha CTBOJIE epeBa IBEJ IE/IbIi ePeuB KPacoK OT CBETIOTO K TEMHOMY.
BbIOHKYM OTBETBIISUTCH MEJIbYANIITMMHI OTPOCTKAMH, U T€ BIMBAIUCH B CAMbIe MEJIKHE KUK KOPBL.
JInaHsl, MEIIAsCh C IMUPOKUMH JIUCThSIMU, CBUCAIIH C OOJIBIINX BHICOKUX BETOK.

Kyctol B 3TOM NIecy ObUTH pa3HOOOpa3HEHIIIMME: BHICOKHE U HU3KHE, MEJIKOJIMCTHBIE U IIHPO-
KOJIMCTHBIE, C IIBETaMHU 1 0e3. A paciBeTKa UX OblIa HEIOBTOPHMA: JIUCThS1 ObLITM PO30OBBIMH, (hHIOJIe-
TOBBIMH, OEJIBIMH, C IBETHBIMH MTPOKUIKAMH U TOMY TIOHoOHOe. Pa3HOOOpa3HOil pacBeTKoN OT/IH-
YaJIMCh HE TOJIBKO KYCTHI, HO M HEKOTOPHIE JIePEBbSI.

— Takoro TOUHO He BCTPETHIIIb JoMa! — BCIyX yauBisiicss Makc.

ITo necy TO M 16710 pa3AaBaIMCh MPUYYUTUBbIE KPUKY NTHUILI, MIJIOE KYPJIBIKAHbE, IETIKH KITIO-
BOB, ¥ rOpTaHHbIN TpecK. OJJHa ITUYKA HEMOJAJIEKY 3aJIMBAJIACh YIIOMIOKaHbeM. A Tie-TO B INIyOuHe
Jleca 3BeHeIa KpacuBasi IPOTSIKHAS TIECHb TOJIOCHCTON NTUIBL. B HeOe TOHOCKITNCH KPUKHU XUIITHHKA.
DTH NTULB 1 MHOTHE JIpyryie ObUTH KaK eAMHBINA OPKECTP, CO3IAIONINIA CMM(OHUIO BOMIIIEOHOTO Jieca.

B kycrax, Ha JepeBbsiX, B BO3/lyXe BUTATIM MaJIeHbKHME PA3HOLIBETHBIE CBETISTYKH, OAO0UYKH
U rpoure HacekoMsble. [Topolo mponeTany cymecTBa, oXoXkue Ha CTPEKO3, HO C JUTMHHBIMU, Pa3HO-
IBETHBIMH, C OCTPIMH KOHUMKAMH KPbUTbSIMU. A y 62004eK KpbUTbsi OB ITPO3PAYHBIMH, CO CITIO/SI-
HBIM OTOJIECKOM M C TOHKOH CBeTAIIelics: KaiMoid. [IpakTrdecKky Bech Jiec CBETUIICS pa3HOOOpa3He-
MIMMH KpacKamu. L[BeTHbIE OTOHBKY JIETaJH, TIPHITAJIN U CHOKOMHO KOJIBIXJIMCh OT JIETKOTO MOPBIBA
BeTpa.

Taner orxeil ouapoBbBaj MaKkciMa M OH, pa3ryisiabIBast Kak bl KYCTHK, KaXIblii IIBETOUEK,
riepecTas 3aMeyarb BpeMs M C KaXIbIM I11aroM JBUTaJICS Me/IJIeHHee. DTO YCIOKauBajo U OTBJIEKANIO
OT TYTalOMIMX U TSDKEJBIX MBICTIEH O MPEACTOSIIMX ONMACHOCTSX, O TOM, KTO MOT MpSATAaThCs 32 TEM
WJTY MHBIM JIEPEBOM MJIM KYCTOM M KaK MHOTO TPUAETCS POUTH.

Kakwue-1o rpeI3yHbl MEIbKOM MpOOeraiy Mo ero HoraMu M MpATaINCh B TPaBe WM KOPHSX
MOKPBITHIX MXOM U MCY€3aJIM HeBeIoMa Ky/ia. KpyIHble SIepHIib CITyCKalIUCh C BEPLIMH TUTAHTCKUX
IePEeBbEB M CMOTPEJIH, BHIITYYMB IJ1a3a, HA JUKOBUHHOE CYIIIECTBO.

HeoxunpnanHble, CIOBHO TPECK MOJIHUM, KPUKHU, yXaHbsl M BU3T MECTHOW (hayHbl KaXIbIi pa3
cBowi1 ¢ yma Makcuma. OH B OIMH MUT TIPOAYMbIBaJl (hOPMbI, KJIBIKU U KOI'TH JAMKOTO 3Beps, UTo,
TI0 ero MHEeHUIo, ceiyac HanaJeT. [ 0ToBmIICA K aTake OTKy/a-TO CBEPXY WJIM U3-3a criuHbl. CxkuMa-
SICh BCEM TEJIOM, OH MEJIbKOM OIJISIABIBAJICS, HO BCTPEYal JIMIIb TEMHOTY MPOMIEHHBIX TPOI MU e
Pa3HOIBETHYIO HOYHYIO TTHILY, XJIOMAIONIYI0 KpbUTbsiMU. Ee BhIITy4YeHHBIE CTEKJISTHHBIE I71a3a yCTaB-
JSUTCHh Ha 4esoBeka. «Yept 1ebst moaepu!» — pyraics npo cedsi Kaxaplid pa3 Makc, o0neryeHHO
yIBIOAsICh.

29



V. CroicoeBa. «uBuHmu. OTKPOUN HOBBIN MUP. . .»

Bonee-meHee NMpHUBBIKHYB K OKpyXkaloiieil oOcTtaHoBKe, Makcum yckopwi mar. Ho mgonro
UATH, 0e3 PUKITIOYCHNI He yaanock. [1ouyBCTBOBaB, UTO TO33aU KTO-TO €CTh, NMAPEHb UCITYTaJICs
1 OBICTPO OOEpHYJICS, OKH/As YBUICTh XHMITHUKA. 3BepeK, KOTOPHIH Ies 32 MakcoM, TakkKe UCITY-
rajicsl mapeHbKa, Korjia TOT BHE3aITHO TIOBEPHYJICS.

3Bepb ObLT MOXOX HAa MaJeHBKOTO MUINKY-KOATy WM K€ Ha TOJCTOrO KOTa, C HEOOJBIINM
MYIIMCTHIM XBOCTOM, C JIAlTKaMHU Kak y Jiemypa. Mopaa ero Toxke Kak y KOIIKH, HO C KPYIJIbIMU
YITKaMU ¥ OOJIBIIIUMHU TJIa3aMU, KOTOPBIE OT UCITyTa CTaJIH elrle Oosbiie. « ymakoBaToe CyIecTBo», —
MOJIyMaB, MPUNIOTHST OpoBb Makc.

«Cy1ecTBo» ke He NepecTaBaio IIsAeTh CBOMMHU OIPOMHBIMHU IJIa3aMHU Ha Hero. [J1a3 ero
3ajieprajics v yepe3 MUHYTY YCHIIUI 3BEpeK COCTPOMII TAKYIO XKe TpUMacy, Kak y MOJIOZIOTO YeJIoBeKa.
MakcuM ynuBUIICS, HO TaK U He TIOHSUI, C KAKOW IeJTbI0 3BepPeK TaK CleNiasl, U B OTBET JIMIIh TOKaJ
riedamu. OTJIsAeB C TOJIOBBI IO MAT 3Bepsi, OH Pa3BEPHYJICS U TOIIAras JaJibiie.

[Tporigs nsATh maroB, OH 3aMeTUJI, YTO BO3JIE HOT MOKa3alach Ta xe Mopiaouka. Ho oH He ocra-
HABJIMBAJICS U CTapaJiCs MOKA3bIBATh PABHOAYIINE, HAMIESCh, YTO BCKOPE TOT MYyXJIbIA «TTOTYKOTHUK>»
orcra”eT. Bmecte OHU IITM MUHYT MSTh.

3Bepek, He OTCTaBast, CTajl IOTMXOHBKY MBITAThCS BCTATh HA 3aJHUE Jiarbl. MaKCUM MOHSLT, YTO
TaK MPOCTO OH HE OTBSIKETCS U OyJIET cTapaThCs MOApaxaTh €My BO BCEX IBMKEHUSIX. TeM BpeMeHeM
3BEpb-TIOBTOPIOIIKA YK€ XPOMaJl Ha CBOMX JIBOMX; Tereph OH CTApaJICS 3aKMHYTh TepeTHUE JIarlbl
TaK, CJIOBHO JICPKUTCS 32 JIAMKH pIOK3aka Kak Makcum. OH, MOIIaThIBasCh U KOBBUISS, BCE JKE CMOT
MOBTOPUTH 1BUkeHNE Makca.

3penuiie 3a0aBHOE, HO TOTUXOHBKY Havaso paszapaxars Makcuma. M TyT MeJIbKHYIIA TeHUaITb-
Has (Kak MoyMasl OH caM) MBICJIb B €ro rojioBe: «YTo ecii 3To U ecTh Mo 3Bepb? Bpoje crapaercs
ObITH IOXOKUM Ha MeHsl. Koneuno, MosxeT TToBTOpIOIIKA 9TO JIeaeT MpocTo Tak.... A CMBICT? — OH
CHOBA OIJISI/Ie IONMyTYrKa. — Hy 4TO 3K — MOMBITAIOCh.

[TapeHs MpUTOPMO3MII, CKUHYJT PIOK3aK C TUIeYa M JI0CTal U3 KapMaHa 3aBETHBIM KaMellek.
3Bepek 3aMeTHJI, YTO HE3HAKOMEI] OTCTaJI JIMIIb CITYCTsI HECKOJIBKO 1aroB. M, 00epHyBIINCh, 3aMETHIT
B PyKax 4eslIOBeKa MHTEPECHYIO OJIECTSIIYIO BEIIUITY.

— WUnu croma. Vimu, we Ooiics, — Makc cran 3BaTh 3Bepbka K ceOe, YTOObI TOT TPUKOCHYIICS
K KpUcTaJuly Jjisi oOMeHa peublo. — CMOTpH, Kakast KpacuBasi ITy4Ka!

[NoBTOpIOIIKa C MOAO3pEeHHeM MOCMOTpen Ha Makca, Kak OyATO 3Haj, 4TO TOT HE MPOCTO
TaK XOYeT OTAaTh eMy KaMmeHb. MeJIeHHO, ejie Tiepe/iBurasi JianaMu (Ternepb yKe Ha JeThipex)
OH TSIHYJICS 32 HEOXUAAaHHBIM TomapkoM. Ceifuac 3BepeK HANOMHHAI OO€3bsHKY, KOTOpas XOueT
oToOparh OaHaH — NiepeBUrajcs OOUKOM, MPOTATUBAS JIalTy.

XBatb! 3Bepek nmodesxan or Makcuma mpods ¢ KaMHeM B J1anax. bexkai He ObICTpO — MsICUCTOe
TeJIO He JaBaJio OBICTPO TMEepeIBUTATH JIAIKaMU, TeM 0oJiee C TPy30M.

— D3, croii! — MakcuM He 0KHJall TAKOW OBICTPO peaKIiy, HO IOTHATh BOPHIIIKY HE COCTAaBUIIO
OO0JIBIIIOTO TPy/A.

[Mopxsarus [ToBTOPIOIIKY IO TIEpEIHUE JIATTbl, OH HAaYasl BRIPBIBATh KaMeHb. 3BEpb ke Hauall
BBIPBIBATBCS, CTAPAJICS BCSYECKMM CIIOCOOOM HE OT/IaBaTh «KPACUBYIO IITYUKY».

— Ortpaii! D10 moe! S xoren ML MOrOBOPUTS !

Hakonerr eMy ynanoch BRIXBaTUTh U3 LIEMKUX JIall KpUcTayl. Makc Haya mpoOoBaTh MPUCIIO-
HATh KAMEHb K TeJTy 3BepbKa, YTOOBI [IOTOBOPUTH C SIKOOBI BTOPOH TYIIIOM, KOTOPOW BpOJE KaK SIBJISI-
eTCs ITO KUBOTHOE.

— 31, ayuo! Ckaxu YT0-HUOY/Ib, — B OTBET JIMIIH MTPEKHUIA KaTOOHBIN MUCK BBIPHIBAIOIIETOCS
3Bepsi. «Buaumo 310 He OH, MO0 s YTO-TO HE TaK Jesalo», — pa3ovapoBasics napenb. OH Hagesics,
YTO HAUTU HYKHOTO 3BepsI yAacTCs OBICTPO U 0e3 KaKUX-THO0 podieM.

Ha momeHT 3Beph mepectan OpblKaTbes U 3aMep, elre OoJble BHITYyYHMB Ia3a. Makca 310
Hactopoxuio. Bapyr I[ToBTopiolika pe3ko BeIpBaJICA, CaJlaHyB €My PYKY KOI'TSIMU Ipu Tpbikke. OH
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nomMya’scs Kyga ObICTpel, 4eM ¢ KaMHeM, HO Terepb ClIeTKa MOCKYJIUBasi, IPH STOM OCTaBJIsisl CJIeH
MaJICHbKUX KOPHYHEBBIX «TOPOIIHH».

VBuzes sto Makc nocmesics:

— IloBTOpIOLIIKA, TOXKE MHE. .., — U KPUKHYJI BIOTOHKY: — A 5 Tak He nenan! Xa-xa!

Ho Bce e mapHsi HACTOpOXMJIA TaKasl peaklys 3Bepsi. 3aMETUB UTO-TO HeJIaJHOe, OH Haval
MCKAaTh B3MJISJOM, YEro TaK Hamyrasicsi 3sepek. [IoBepHYJICs 1 MOHSIT, 9TO BCE 3TO BpeMsI 0311 HETro
B KYCTax ropesi ABa xkenthix raza. Cepane MakcrMa OeleHo 3aK0I0THIIOCh, TYIbCHPYS C KaXIbIM
yZIapoM B BHCKax, a caM OH cTai Oenee mena. OH crapalicsi He EeBEUThCs, YTOObI He CIIPOBOLIMPO-
BaTh XUIIHKUKA, HO CEpALIE KOJIOTHIOCH TaK, YTO, KAKETCs, AaxXe 3Bepb CIIBIIIAI €To.

Paznancs, Tuxuil yrpoOHBIN phIK U3 KYCTOB. [ J1a3a cyiiecTBa KOBapHO MOCMOTPESIH Ha KEPTBY,
Y TYT €I1Ie TPY Mapbl 3aropesioch Haj HUMH. Terepb Ha I0HOITY YCTaBUIJIOCh BOCEMb IJ1a3, KaxJasi rmapa
6onblie npenptymei. OT Takol HeOXXUTAaHHOCTA Makca elile CHITbHEH 3aK0JI0THIIO.

«MeHsI HETIPEMEHHO COXPYT», — MOKHO ObLIIO IMPOYUTATh IO €70 UCITyTaHHBIM TJ1a3aM.

W3 KycTOB 1Mokasasnach rojioBa, MoxXoxasi Ha KpOKOAUJIBIO, — C TAKUMH ke pa3MepamHu, HO TeJIo,
B OTVINYKE OT KPOKOAMUJIBETO, OBLJIO OTPOMHBIM, COOTBETCTBOBAJIO TOJIOBE; C OCTPHIMHU CKYJIAMU U JIPY-
TVIMU BBICTYTIAIOIIMMHE YaCTsIMHU MACTH, C HO3/IPSIMHU SIIEPHLIBI M C MHOKECTBOM TOPSIIHX I71a3. [IBymMsI
CJIOBaMH — XyTKast TBapb. [Ioxoxe, BO BpeMsi pa300pOK ¢ BOPHUIIIKOM MakcuM Hajiesaa MHOTO Iyma,
TEM CaMbIM IMPUMAHUB XUIIIHHUKA.

JITMHHAS IIUpOKasi 1mies pa3ayBasiach OT YaCTOTO JIBIXaHUsI TBAPH, KOTOpasi 3arjaThiBaja ¢ Kax-
ObIM pa3oM OOoJIbIlie BO3IyXa, FTOTOBSICh HaracTh. Jlamsl ObUIM Kak y JMHO3aBpa: yelryiyarsle, Mac-
CHUBHBIE, C KOTTSIMH Ha PACTOIBIPEHHBIX MAJIbLIAX ; OHU PA3MUHATUCH TIEPE/] TPBIKKOM, Crpedasi 3eMITio
nox ceos.

[NepBble HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/[| MapeHb HE MOT IBUHYThCSI — HOTYM U PYKU CKOBAJI XKYTKHUH CTpax
niepes; OrpOMHBIM CyIlecTBOM. Ho BOT co3HaHue BepHYJIOCh. Makc Havana MeJICHHO MPHIIOAHU-
MaTbCsl C KOJIEH — 3Bepb 3apbluail. M BOT yke CJIOMSI TOJIOBY NTApEHb HECCSI CKBO3b KYCTHI M TPABY.

XUIIHMK KYTKO PSIBKHYJ ¥ TIOOEKaJ crieloM. [JucTaHIuIo eMy yaaBaioch IPeoaoieBaTh O4eHb
JIETKO — OTPOMHBIE JIalbl 332 pa3 MeperphirMBad PaccTOsHUE, KOTopoe Makc mpoberan Iaros
3a 1eCsITh.

[MapHio ke ObLIO TsKENIO OeXKaTh — HOTM 3aCTPEBAJIM U Iy TAIUCh B KOPHSX IepeBbeB. MenbKoM
OIVISTHYBILICh, OH TIOHSUI, YTO PACCTOSIHME BOT-BOT COKPATUTHCS 10 MUHIMYMA M BCTPEUH C TACTHIO
XUIIHUKA eMy He n30exarth. «Ha mepeBo!» — M B cunMTaHble CEKyHbI TTapeHb 3alleIUIICA 3a JIMaHy
OJIHOTO M3 JiepeBbeB. MaKCUM HUCITyrajics, YTO He ycreeT B300paThesi, Belb CHIIBI ObLIIM Ha UCXOME,
HECMOTPsI Ha SKCTPEMAIbHYIO CUTYAIMIO, B KOTOPOU a/IpeHAJIMH 3aIKAIMBA; a ¥ B MIPOIIIOM OH
HE OTVIMYAJICS] XOPOIIUMH (PU3UYECKUMU HABBIKAMHU.

Bce Beinnie 1 BbIiIe, a 38eph Bee Omike 1 Onmke. M BOT yKe XUIITHUK B IBYX METPax OT JKePTBbI —
MPBIKOK, HO MOIIIHBIE JIATTbl HE CMOTJIM CXBAaTUTh 32 HOTY MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKa.

MakcuMy JaHO ObLIO Mapy CEeKyH[ OTABIIIATHCS, HO paccialisaThCs HENb3s — KOBAPHOMY
’KMBOTHOMY HE COCTABJISUIO Tpy/a 3a0paThCsl MOBBIIIE WM TIOCUIBHEHN MPBITHYTh.

«Kyna 6exarp?!» — mapeHb cuen Ha BEeTKe M MCKaJ IIa3aMy BBIXOI, a 0 APYTUX JIepeBbEB
Iajexo.

MmHorora3as 3Bepiora TeM BpeMeHeM yxke Hauasla UCKaTh, Kak Obl COPOCUTH C BETKM yoOera-
IOIIYIO JKePTBY. 3Bepb KOBAPHO M XUTPO MOCMOTPEN Ha MapHs. Makc UCIyrajicsi Takoro 3J00HOTO
B3rIsia: «OTHIONb HE K A00pY, OX, He K A00pY !».

7KuMBOTHOE MeJIEHHO OIMyCTHJIO TOJIOBY M C TEM e B3IVISAOM, MOMSATUIIOCH Ha3af. ... Xpsi!
OHO, ¢ cuJIol aBTOMOOWISA, YOApWJIO TIO CTBOJY CBOEH MOIIHOM TOJIOBOM. JlepeBO MOIAaTHYIOCh
Y yIapHON BOJHOUM MapHsS METHYJIO B cTOpoHY. OH 4yTh HE ymaJs, HO YCIeJll CXBAaTUThCS PyKaMH
3a BeTKy. 7o eirie OOoJIbIIIe pa3brpaio a3apT y TOJOTHOTO XMIHUKA — J0ObIYa OblIa Tak OJM3Ka.

Makc no-npeskHeMy CTapasicsi AepXkKaTbCs 32 BETKY, HO ellle OJFH TOIYOK U eMy He yAepKaThCsl.
B rnazax cusii ctpax, XOJI0IHbIH MOT 3a7IMBaJl BUCKHU.
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Xps! — ¢ GonbInelt culon TPAXHYIIO AepeBo. [TaibIbl HAYaIM COCKab3bIBATh C BETKH, a KOpa
Hapanaja Koxy.

3Bepb ellle OTPSAXUBAI TOJIOBY OT yaapa. [Toxoxke, HeCMOTpPsl Ha MOIIIHOCTD 4epera, emy ObUIo
6ospHO. EMuHCTBEHHBIN BBIXO /11 Makca — 3T0 BOCIIONB30BaThCs MAay30i, HO MPUIYMATh J1aTbHEH-
LM XO[] HE y/aJI0Ch — MaJIblibl, B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, HE BBIIEPKAIN U COCKOJIb3HYJIU. MaKkCUM yKacHO
nieperyrajcs ¥ pelni, 4To 3TO KoHell. Bce jydriye MOMEHTHI ero sKM3HU CTajii MpoOeraTh nepe
ra3amu. Ho k yauenenuio Makcuma, ero He cxBaTuila KJIbIKAcTas MacTh 3BEpsi — €ro KOMYMK JIMIIIb
BCTPETWJICS C TBEPAOH CITMHOM, €111e HE OUyXaBLIErocs, XMIIHMKA. Makc COCKOIb3HYJI B/I0JIb [10 CIIMHE
1 KOPOTKOMY XBOCTY 3B€psl.

Ha cexynny nmapeHs oOepHyIcsi — 3Bepb, TeNepb yXke YNHUpasch JanamMH B 3eMJII0, CTapasics
CBAJIMTh HEOOJIBIIIOE, pacliaTaBlleecs OT yAapoB, AepeBo. [loxoxe, OH Jaxke He TOYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO
KTO-TO MpOexaJics Mo ero crnuHe. Makcum oOpaTuil BHUMaHKe Ha CITUHY 3Bepsi — OHa ObLIa MOKPBITA
TOJICTBIMU pOM6OBI/IILHLIMI/I riactTuHaMu. He oueHsb sicHa nx (bYHKLII/IH JJI XUIIHUKA, HO CKOpeﬁ OHU
Urpajiv eMy poJjb IIUTa, I03TOMY OH He IOYYBCTBOBAJI JJaKe CHJIBHOTO y/apa MaJaoIiero Tesa.

Makc ckopeil MeTHYJICSI B KYCTBI, YTOOBI 3Bepiora He ycriesn ornoMHHUThCs. OH Oexaln, He OrJis-
IBIBASICh, JIUIIB Obl TIOfasIbIIe. PIOK3aKk HEMHOTO MeIajcs ¥ CUIbHO HIyMeJ, UTO elle OOJbIle MOIJIO
MIPUBJIEYb BHUMAHUE KeJIAIONIMX IePeKyCUTh YesoBeunHo. [lapeHs O6exai, orudas BCTpevaBIIecs
Ha IMyTU JCPEBbA. Cupl YK€ UCCAKIIN U ITOHEMHOI'Y Ha4aJIO KOJIOTh B I'pyAU.

«Bpone yxe maneko...».
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I'maBa 6

Bpoze yxe maneko, MOXKHO M MpUCECTh OTIOXHYTh. Cepiie erie KOJOTUIOCh, HO OBLIO yKe
Jjlerde B OCHOBHOM M3-3a TOTO, YTO 10331 HUKTO He TOHUTCS. MakcuMm 3ariesn B camylo ITyOb Jieca.
OH coBceM 3aMeJIUII LIar U yKe OCMaTpUBAJICS, Ky/a Obl IPUCECTh, Kak BAPYT HOSBUIMCH MAJIEHbKHE
JKEJIThIe OTOHEUKU BAJIH.

«Yro? CHoBa Ta TBapb?».

Brpyr oroHbkM BHOBb MCYE3JIM, M CHOBA MOSIBUIMCH YK€ 3a IpyruM jepeBoM. U Tak, menb-
Kasi MeK]Ly JIepeBbEeB, OTOHBKH MPUOMMIKAINCD K MapHio. OHU yske ObUT OYKBAJIBHO B IBYX METpax
OT Hero.

Makcy cTaJio cTpaiiHo, HO OH He MOT OTOPBAThCs OT ITUX OTOHBKOB — OHU OBLTH HEOOBIYalHO
KPacuBbl, OHU MaHWIH, KaK OTOHb MaHMJI HECYACTHBIX MOTBUIBKOB.

«Her! — mapeHp cam ce0si OTBeN OT MBICAM TOAOWTH K He3HakoMmIly. — Hamo yxoauTs,
CPOYHO!» — MOJICO3HaHME KpHU4asio. MeaJIEeHHO, HO BEPHO OH IOLIarasl BIpaBo, HO BCE PaBHO HE CBO-
JWJI B3[JISIAA C OTHEN — Ternepb OHU OCTABAJIMCh HETIO/IBUKHBI.

«bern! bern! beru!» — co3HaHue gaBano KOMaHAy HOraM, Kak MOKHO ObICTped yOmparbcst
C 9TOrO MecTa.

[Mozamu nocapimancs xpur. [lapens 6exan oT Hero, HO XpHII B Ty K€ CeKYH/y CTall TpoMye.

3Bepb CXBAaTWJI MApHS 3a BOPOT KO(TH! U MOTAIIWI, IATACh Ha3all, CTPAIIHO pblya U ITycKast
cimoHy. Ero mopza Opu1a npsamo 3a 3aTbUIKOM M Makc He MOT' yBU/IETb, KTO Ha HEro Hamall.

Makcum ObICTPO COPUEHTUPOBAJICS U CXBATUII Ps1JIOM BasiABILYIOCs BeTKY. OH Havyas craparbces
Maxarh €i 3a roJIOBOM, YTOOB! YAAPUTh IO MACTU 3BEPS.

Koarr!

3Bepb B3BbUL. Makc ObICTPO MeTHYJICS B cTOpoHY. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €r0 YeTIOCTh TOXKE
cJIerKa CBeJIo, HO He 00paTHiI 0cOO0ro BHUMAaHHMSI, BeJjb Cefuac IJIaBHOE yOekaThb Mmojabie U n3oa-
BUTHCS OT npecienoBanusi. OH cBel 3Ty 00JIb K TOMY, YTO MOT CaM YIapUThCs, TOKa OOOPOHSIICS.

Oroiigs ot 00MM, XUIHUK CBUPENO MOCMOTpEN Ha *epTBy. [lapeHb ormsHysca U yBujaen —
0331 CHJEs OONBILON YEPHBII CKPIOYEHHBIN BOJIK M €r0 paHHEE XKeJIThIe IJ1a3a CTAJIM MOTUXOHbKY
OKPpAILMBAThCS B TEMHO-OPAHKEBbIN, CJI€rKa KPACHBIH, kUJIKa 3a KWIKOW. BBUIO SICHO — XMIIHUK
HE Ha LIyTKY pa303JIiIcs.

OH 3applyai ¥ KMHYJICA B CTOPOHY NapHs, HO Makc 0:XXuaaj 3Toro u NpUCcTaByjl NEPE IPYAbI0
Ty € MOIIHYIO BeTBb. 3yObl U JIalbl BOJIKA YNEPJIHMCh B «IUT». Makc OTOPOCHII €r0 B CTOPOHY —
9T0 OBUIO HE JIETKO, 3Bepiora Obuta OoJbInasi, MOOOIbIIe BOJIKA, MOIIHEH, HO He OObIle MeBe/sl.
Jlasieko conepHuKa OTOPOCUThb HE TOJIyYMJIOCh — XUIIHUK TYT K€ BCTaJ Ha Jianbl. [ 71a3a TeM BpeMeH
CTaJIA COBCEM KpacHbIe — KyTb. He niepemMonsch, oH Buenwics B pykKy Makca. OH 3akpuyai. 3Bepb
TOXE TYT k€ B3BbUL. OH OTCTYIIHJI, CKYJIsI, KpIoUach ¥ MOKaB JIaIly, a [71a3a BhIpakain OOJb U sIPOCTh
O/IHOBPEMEHHO.

Makc TeM BpeMEHEM TOKE CTOHAJT M KPIOYMJICS OT OO B CTOpOHKE. UyTh ONpaBMBLIKCH
¥ 3aMETHB CTPaJIaHus1 BOJIKA, MaKCHM MOHSLT — Y4TO-TO TYT He Tak. OHuM 00a cuzenu, odeperast 60J1b-
Hble MecTa. 3Bepb He PUCKHYI ellle pa3 OpocuTbes. [Toxoke, OH ObLI HE Tak IIIyI.

Maxkcum He Mor cam cebe moBepuTh: «HeykTo oH Tak ObICTpO Halmes cBoero 3Bepsi». Hecmotpst
Ha 60JIb, 1O JMIYy Makca Havaia pacrulbIBaThCsl cyacTamBasi ynbslOka: «f ero Hamen! Heyxemun ato
oH? Mot 3Bepb! Bropas nyma!»

Bosnk ke He moHMMaJ, YTO MpoUCXoauT. Jlamna no-npexHeMy OOJNUT, HO HETIOHSTHO MOYEMY.
Kakoe-To cTpaHHOE CyIIECTBO CUAUT M YJIBIOAETCS] HAPOTHB, XOTSI OH TOJIBKO YTO Hamaj Ha 3TOrO. . ..
asyHororo. Hanaznats eme pa3? PuckoBarh He HaJl0 — 3TO CYLLECTBO MOIJIO €Ie Pa3 XOPOIIEHbKO

yIapUTh.
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— Wpu, nom ciona, — MakcuM cTaj mpu3bIBaTh BOJIKA U NMPUMAHUBATh K ceOe IpoKaluMu
pykamu. — Vim He Goiics. § He 00mKy, — «XOTs KTO KOTO TYT OOMIUT...». — Ecim Th Oyzens 100-
PBIM, TO U 5 Oy[ly TAKMM.

Makc 0cTOpOXXHO BCTAJI U ClIesIall IIar K XUIHUKY. [lociblmancs Jerkuil poik.

— Ja nagso! {4 mpocTo Xo4y KOe-uTo MpoBepuTh. Bumuiib BOT 3107 — Makc noctay KaMeHb
u3 kapMana. OH KpaiiHe oracajyicsi OTBOIUTD B3MJIsA, OOSIICS MOTEPATh KOHTPOJIb HAJl CUTYyarleu. —
Jlait MHE TOJIbKO MPUKOCHYThCS UM K Tebe. Bee 310 1u1st obmero 6nara. Tl Beb MEHs IOHUMAEIIIb ?

3Bepb OIMYCTHJI OTHO YXO — OH He JJO KOHIIa TOHUMAJI, YTO OT HErO XOTHIT.

— 9T0 He cTpaIrHo, — Makc mpoBeJsics KaMHEM 10 pyke. — Buauiib? ToT KameHb Tede HU4ero
He caenaer. Kak u 4.

OH cHOBa JBHUHYIJICS K 3BEpI0, 0xkuaast ppika. Ho HeT — BosK, moxosxe, Terepb ObLT He TPOTHB,
HO MOp/Ia €ro Bce elle BblIaBajla COMHEHHUE U MOJTHYI0 TOTOBHOCTD, B CITy4yae 4ero, aTakoBarh.

Makcum, coporasich, OUTH MPUKOCHYJICSA K IIKype Bosika. OH O0sICcs, 4TO 3Bepb BHE3AITHO
HaraJeT ¥ pacrep3aeT ero B Kjioubs. M BOT Apokaiiye majblipl, AepXkaiiie KaMeHb, JOTPOHYJIHCH
JI0 JJIMHHOW Y MSTKOU IIEPCTH BOJIKA!

— Byx, — cO B3/10XOM BBLJIETENIO U3 €ro nactu. — Yrto sto?...

Jlerkuie mypatku npoOesxaiu rmo Tenam oooux. [lapeHs MoMmaTHYICS OT yIUBICHUS:

— Pabortaer... — eaBa cipimHO npousHec Makc, 6osich CryrHyTh ynady. OH HeJlerno pasuHyJ
POT, He 3Hal0 4TO cKa3aTh. Ha nmile HakoHel 3aurpaia pagocTb. — S Te0s1 mHoHuMal! — BBICKOYMIIO
u3 ero ycr. — CKaxu 4yTo-HUOYIb !

—Yro?

— Xa-xa! Kpyro! Kak 3n0poBo! — yausienuio u cuactbio MakcrmMa He ObUIO TIpesiena.

—3i1! Yto Tede oT MeHsI Ha10? — 3Bepb He pa3AeIvI paJoCTH, PHIKHYJ 1 HEMHOTO OTOJBUHYJICS
OT PYKHU MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKa, YTOOBI YUTH OT MPUKOCHOBEHHS KaMHSI.

—3710... 370. .. BOoOOIIEe! — 6acKCTO CKa3as NnapeHb.

— -3, YCIIOKO¥iCs1! — HEPBBI BOJIKA Yike ObLIM Ha rpejesie. — 3arpbi3y! — Mpopsryai CKBO3b 3yOHl.

— JlagHo, MagHO, — MapeHb Hayal MOTUXOHBKY YCHOKanBaThes. — Thl HE TIOHUMAETIb, KaKoe
3710 uyno! $1 MOHMMAIO )KUBOTHOE... — OH CXBaTHJICS 32 JI0O, HE Bepsl CBOEMY CUACThIO — OH BCEraa
MeuTa 00 3TOM.

— Tak Tbl MeHsI He TIOHUMAaJ?

— Her, — Makc He mymait, 4To MOXET ObITh UHAYe, — a Thl MEHsI IOHUMAJ1?

— KoneuHo, — royoc ero Obl1 cuiieH, Kak y OpaBoro BomHa. Kak nukrop. ['oioc oueHp mgaxe
TMIOJIXO/IMJT, KaK TO HU CTPaHHO, K 00pa3y Boska. CKkopeid, 3T0 He ero rojioc, a 3ByKH B rojioBe Makca.
OH noHMMaJ1, YTO MPOU3HOCHT BOJIK, U €0 BOH, JIAil ¥ CKYyJIEHHE MPeoOpa30oBbIBAIMCH B rojioBe Mak-
crMa B CJIOBA.

Bosik ke ObUT OueHb KpacHB. SIpkue rias3a, KOTopble CHOBA CTaJIH KeAThIMHU U OCTBUIM OT Kpac-
HOH SIPOCTH, MPOKUTaIM U3HYTPHU BCE, Kyla OH He IIsiHeT. ['onoBa Oosbliiast, MOYTH KaK MEJBEKbs,
HO B OCHOBHOM M3-3a mepctu. Hoc ¢ MoxHatoit ropounkoi. Ha 1iee, Kak ¥ y BceX BOJIKOB, MOXHa-
THI «BOPOTHHUK>. YIIIM BBICOKHE, C KUCTOYKAMMU, BHICOTOM UyTh JIU HE C MOJIOBUHY TOJIOBHI U CJIETKa
HaKJIOHeHb! Ha3aJ. OH ObUI BECh YEPHBIM, UTO TMO3BOJISIIO EMY MAaCKUPOBAThCS, B YEM yIaoch yoe-
auThest Makcy, HO JIMIIb MaJIMHOBBIE U (DUOJIETOBbIE IIEPCTUHKY HA BOPOTHUKE BblIaBau ero. OHM
ObLIM Ha I1Iee, TI0J] CaMOW T'OJIOBOM, 3a CKy/1amu. M, Mexay mpourM, CMOTpPEIUCh OYeHb Jaxe Omna-
ropozaHo. Hoc enBa Gnectenn Ha KOHUMKE MOP/BI, U3-32 CBOEH YEpHOTHI OH OBUI €/1Ba 3aMETeH, CIU-
BaJICS C MIepCThIO. Jlarsl cuiibHbIe, OOMbINe, MyCKYJIUCThIe. [la M caMuM TeloCIokKeHUEM OH ObLT
YyTb MEHbIIIE MeBEIs.

O, na, Makcumy I0BOIMIIOCH BCTpevaTh MeaBeas. OH HUKOrIa He 3a0yleT Toi BCTpeyuu, Koraa
BMECTe C JeyIIKOM, 3as1/1JIbIM JTIOOUTENIeM Jieca, OTHPABUIICS B OYepPEIHYI0 (POTOIKCIIETHUIIUIO.
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OObIyHas1 TIpOTyJIKa 10 Jiecy, rpuOsbl, siroabl. EAkuii 3amax cMOJIBI COCEH Ha Kape Bbheaasics
B HOC. JIerkuii BeTepoK MOYTH He IOHOCHJICS IO 3€MJIM M HE MOT OBESITh ITPOXJIA/ION Iy THUKOB, TOJIHKO
IIyMeJ B BBICOKMX KPOHAX COCEH-BEJIMKAHOB.

— Cmotpu, Makcumka, Kakoid MWIBIA! — Jiefyiiika, ¢ (poToanmapaTtom Ha nepeBec, MOCIEIInI
3a €XKHUKOM, KOTOPBIN yoeraa KyJa-To B TIyOb PbIKEro Jieca.

JlioOumblid lenymika BBIMIsAET HEMHOTO 3a0aBHO B 3€JIeHOW Oe3pyKaBKe, MPSMBIX OpIOKax
KJIEII 1[BeTa MIMHBI U B naHame. CKPIOYMBIINCH, OH MOOEKAJ 32 MAJICHBKUM JKUTEJIEM Jieca, YTOObI
MOJTyYHTh OuepeiHoe (pOTO HA CBOM MJIEHOUHBIN (poToarnmapar. OH 4acTo XOIMII B JIeC U JIIOOWUI pa3-
HbIE TIeW3aXKH, JIECHBIX MTHII ¥ )KMBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIE OTHIOb HETIJIOXO BBIXOAWJIM Ha €ro CHUMKAaX.

MarneHbK1ii MAJIBUHK XKe TPOOIIKA COOMpaTh B OMIOHUYMK YEPHUKY, Yepe3 pa3 KJiasl COYHYIO
ArofaKy B poT. emymika yxe ObLT rae-To B MeTpax JBaaiaré oT Makca, ¥ TOJNBKO IMIEMYKU (poToan-
rapara XOM JIOHOCHJIMCh CKBO3b IIIyM BeTpa U Jierkoe Iederanue nruil. Ho BOT zien, yBJIEKIHCh,
TIOIIIEJT ellie AAJIbIlle, U MEeTYKH MepecTaar JOHOCUThCS.

«[Mypx! [ypx!» — nociplanock N03aau MalbuuKa.

— Henymika, a Tel OBICTPO XOAMIIIL, — MaKc yaquBUiICA U OOEpHYJICS B KeJaHUHM YBUJETb €rO
JOBOJIHOE JIMIIO, HO TYT K€ OTOPOIEN: B MATH METpax OT Hero ctrosul Measenb. CTOST Ha CBOMX
YeThIpeX, HO U TaK ObLJIO 3aMETHO — OH HEe MEHbIIIe JBYX MeTpoB. [1oxoske, OH MOYysiT 3arax CBexei
STOIIBI M TOKE 3aX0Tesl epekycuTh. Ho MakciM rmpoaomkan CTosIiTh M, caM TOro He TIOHMUMasl, 3aro-
paxkuBai Arogy OT MelBe/s, 00sICh TBUHYThCS.

Kocomnarbiii, MbIXTs, CIIOKOWHO TIOOpeNT K MaJTb4HKY.

Brpyr Makcum MeJIeHHO IPOTSIHYJT PyKH ¢ OMIOHOM M TIOCTaBUJT Ha 3eMuTi0. MeziBeib TOCMOT-
pen Ha OUIOH, Ha Hero: «To MHe?» — MOKHO ObUIO MPOYUTATH B €ro I1a3ax-OycuHkax. MakcuMka
elBa 3aMETHO KMBHYJI ¥ KMHYJI B3IJIsI]T Ha OWJIOH:

— Emb.

Be3 nonrux pazaymuii MeaBeb OIOIIeN K OUIOHY U HAauall SI3bIKOM BbLTABIMBATh SITOAKH.

MakcuM ocTaBWII MeIBe/ls 3a JJAKOMCTBOM M THXOHBKO TIOIIIEN B CTOPOHY JIEYIIKH, yXKe CTO-
SIBILIETO TI033/11 COCHBbI OYKBAJILHO B TISITH IIarax OT MajiburKa. [I0KMIION MyX4rMHA B OYKaX B TOHKOM
oIpaBe, KOTOpbIe OT YAUBJIEHHS CIIOJI3HM Ha KOHYHMK HOCA 3aMep OT HeokugaHHoCTU. OH B U3ymJie-
HUM CMOTPEJT Ha CUJSIIIETO U IEPXKaBILIEro MesK Jian OUIOH ¢ ATOOH, KaJHO X PIOKAIOIIEero, CMaKy-
IOIEr0 Me/IBe/Isl.

Manbuuk mofomen K jeay, B3sul 3a pyKy, 1 OHM BMECTe MOJTuYa IO KyJa-TO B CTOPOHY
TPOIIBI, BHIBOJSIIEH Ha JIECHYIO IOPOTY, pa3Ma3aHHYIO0 KOJIeCaMy MaIlIiH I'Ps3bIO.

Jlumb BBIAS Ha IOpOTY, AeMyIIKa OMIOMHIIICS, U K HEMY BepHYJICS Aap peuH:

— Kax bl ero?... — BbIIOXHYJI OH.

— He 3Hato, — ClIOKOWHO OTBETHJI MaKCHM U YJILIOHYJICS.

I[Nocne aToOro neaymika He 4YacTo pacChpaniuBal MaJburKa o mpousoineainem. Ho oH Bce paBHO
pacckazan MakcuMKUHBIM poauTesisiM. OHU B U3YMJIEHUM PUHYJIMCDH K CBIHY M TIPUHSUIUCH paccrpa-
IIMBaTh, a Y MaJIbuMKa Bcerjaa Obul ofuH oTBeT: «He 3Hato». JJoOUThcsA Kakux-1mO0 OOBbSICHEHUI
OHM TaK M HE CMOIJIM, ]a ¥ MaJb4MK HE MOT TOJIKOM OOBSICHUTbH, U TOT/IA BCE PEIIMIIM CIHACATH BCE
Ha CYacTIMBYIO cynpOy ¥ ynauy. Ho kakoii Torga cyap0a Morsia ObITh CYACTIMBOM, €CIY HEIABHO €To
MIOKUHYJT OTell. . .

Cpagy nocie npowuciecTBisi MaMa Makcuma, 3arpeTusia ee OTIy I'YJIsATh C BHYKOM B Jjiec. Tak
70 CaMOU CMepTH IeJyIIKA MaJIbUKK OOJIbIlle HE BHIXOAWI B JUKYIO TIPHPOAY. . .

Bor 1 ceiiyac oH He 3Ha, KaK TaK MOIYYHIIOCH.

— B obmiem, Tyt Takoe neno, — MakcuM 3aMenikaics, He 3Halo, Kak HadaTh pasroBop. —
TIPUIIIENT CI0/Ia, KaK Thl HABEPHO CaM JOTaJlaJiCcsl, U3 APYTUX 3eMeJb, U3 Apyroro Mmupa. [lpuien pagu
OJIHOM LIeJT — OCBOOOIUTD HAC M APYTUX OT CTpafaHus. Thl HABEPHO 3HAEIIIb JIETEH/TY O MOTEPSIHHBIX
aymax? — He mopras, BoJIK €Ba 3aMETHO KauHYJI roJIoBOi. — 300poBo. Tak BOT. Thl 3aMeTHII, UTO
KOTJa Thl MEHS YKYCHII, Tebe TOke CTasio OOIbHO?
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Bosk BompocuTesibHO NMOIHST OPOBb:

— Tol u3neBaembea?

— MbI ¢ TOOO# TOKe MOABEPKEHBI ITOMY 3aKJIATHIO, IBE MOJIOBUHKM OAHOW aymmu. U s xouy,
CIeIysl JIeTeH ie, CKedb ITOT KaMeHb, — [apeHb KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY KPUCTaJUIa, KOTOPBIH ObUT B JIAJJOHU
Y TIPUKAT K TPYIU BOJIKA, — M U30aBUTh HAC U IPYTHX OT MPOKJISATHS. Thl CO MHOM?

3Bepb OIYCTUJT OHO yXO, CJIOBHO cripamiuBasi: « Tel 06e3ymen?». OH CIIOKOIHO BCTaJI, pa3Bep-
HYJICSI CIMIHOM K TIApHIO U TOLIEN M0 TEMHOM TpOTie B Jiec.

— i, ToI Kya?! Mbl JOJKHBI 3TO cAeaTh BMecTe! — Makcrma rnopasusio paBHOIYIIME BOJIKA.
[Toxoxe, OH paHO pagoBaics TOMY, 4TO Hamen 3Bepsd. — Crol, s ckazan! — Ho Bosk naxe yxom
He noBesl. — Thl XOUellb W Aajbllie TaK KUTh, My4asiCh OT MOMX paHeHHi? — MakcuM Imesn Bcien
3a BOJIKOM. — BeJib Bcsikoe MOKeT ClTyuuThest! A 060 MHe Thl iomyMan? S ot Tedst cuibHO cTpagaio! —
3Bepst 3TU CJI0BAa HUKAK He BOMHOBaIN. — A eciu 51 ympy? [loruGHy B 3Tux necax? Tl Begpb Toxe
noruoHen b ! — Kpuvaa Makcum Beiiesl, ke OCTAHOBUBIIMCH. DXO0 OT €0 CJIOB IIOHECIIOCh BIITyOb Jieca.

Bonk 3amenmn miar. OcranoBuiics. [lapeHs momkan yroyiok ryd B yXMbUIKE — OH BCE-TaKH
CMOT ero yoeauTh. 3Bepb 0OEpHYIICS, TIOOIIEN BIUIOTHYIO K Makcy, mocMoTpesn B IJ1a3a, U KUBHYI
B CTOPOHY PYKH, KOTOpas Jiepxaia KameHb. [TapeHb TyT ke cooOpas3iil U PUCTIOHMT KaMeHb K TUIedy
BOJIKA.

— OTkyza MHe 3HaTh, YTO BCE ITO MpaBja? — CHOBA pa3aajics OACHCTHIN TroyIocC.

— IMonymaii, pa3se 3to He uyno? S yenopek. PaHblle 51 He MOHUMAaI HU €JUHOTO )KUBOTHOTO,
Y BAPYT CIYYMJIOCh HacTosiiee BomeOCTBo. M3-3a 6onmm M MydeHHi, 1 y3HaI 00 3TOW JiereHne,
O BallleM MUpE, U, WS Ha CBOU CTPax M PUCK, MOMAJ B 3TOT MUP Yepe3 MOPTal, YTOObI MPONTH Yepes
JIOTOBO OTIACHBIX XWIIIHUKOB W HAaWTU TeOs sl TOro, YTOOBl HApyIIMTh MPOKJIsAThe. Hac m3bpanu
IJIsL 9TOrO — HUKOro apyroro! Dto Ham ponr. U kakoe ke 4yno, 4to s Hamesn Tedst Tak OBbICTpO.
Benp cornacuck, HEOOBIYHOE CTEUEHUE OOCTOSTENBCTB: THI XOTEJ ChECTh MEHsI, HO CaM ke TIOCTPaaal
OT 3TOTO M TeTlephb CIIOKOMHO 00IIaelbes ¢ KepTBOM ! — Ha JIMIe apeHbKa pacruibliachk yasioka. Ero
sICHBIE I71a3a BIVISABIBAJIMCH B BOJIKA, KOTOPBIH CTOSLT TaK OJIM3KO M TIPH STOM He Haraal — 3T0 OYEHb
panoBasio Makca. Ho B3misiHYB B IM1a3a XUIIHUKA, TIOHSLT, YTO 3psi CKa3as MOC/eJHee MPeJIoKeHue,
Y YTO BOJIK HE KaXKETCS TAKUM YK 03001 THBIM.

3Bepb cMOTpes OOMKEHHO 1 37100HO. OH CUMTAT YHU3HUTEIbHBIM OTITYCKaTh JKEPTBY, Ja elle
1 O0IIAThCS C HEll Ha PaBHBIX.

— V3BUHM, 5 HE TO UMEJT B BUILY. .. — IPUHSIICS U3BUHATHCS MAapeHb, HO «TCHIK !» OT BOJIKA €ro
nepeOw1, ¥ OH TYT K€ YMOJIK.

Hacrynuna nay3a. Bonk ormyctut riasa.

— A uny c TOO0IA, — MocIie HeIOTUX pa3ayMUI OH MOAHSIT B30P, U TYT ke Pa3BEPHYJICS U TMOIIIEI.

Makc nofHsics ¥ rocsieioBa 3a 3sepeM. OH ObLT pajl, HO cTapajicsl He MOKa3bIBaTh SMOIIUH,
YTOOBI HE CIIYTHYTD yaauy.

— DIi, BOJIK, — TUIIIMHA BCE K€ Hampsirajia, — Thl 3HaeIIb KyJa UJITh?

W cHOBa MPHCIOHNIT KAMEHb.

— Tunym.

—Yro?

— Moe umsg — TuyH.

— A a1 Makc, Makcum. A Tbl 3HaelIb Kyjaa ujaru’?

— [IpumepHo.

Makc 3amHysicsi OT CTPAaHHOM BECTH M OTTOTO, YTO IIIesl OOKOM M TIPU 3TOM JIepKasl KaMeHb
y 3Bepsl Ha TPy — 9TO OBUIO OTHIONb HE MPOCTO.

— 10 Kak Tak? MoxeT, Torga CipocuM y KOro-HUOY/Ib?

— Hy, naBaii, unu BoH cnpocu y OKTOpHKCa, — pa3pakeHHO OTBETHJ BOJIK. — MOXET, 4TO
Y OTBETUT KOTJIa MepexyeT TeOsl.
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Makc MBICJIEHHO comIacWiIcs ¢ HUM. HaBepHO, BOJIK MMeN B BULy TOIO MHOTOI71a30ro. Moxer,
OH BUJIEN UX CXBAaTKY, a, MOXKET, 3TOT OKTOPUKC TYT IVIABHbIA XUITHUK.

[Tapens cHOBa 3anHyscA:

— Ay! Yepr! JlaBaii ocranoBumMcsi? MHe Tak HeygoOHO, — Makc OCTaHOBWJICS, B HaJeKje
Ha MpuBaJl, HO TuyH npourHoprpoBai mpockOy. [lapeHs 3aKaThII 171a3a — MOXOXKe, eMY CIIPABUTHCS
C TaKUM XapaKTepoM HarapHuKa OyaeT cjiokHO. OH pa3orHyJIics 1 OT OE3BBIXOHOUN CUTYAIIUH JIAJTbITIe
noOpe 3a 3BepeM.
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I'nasa 7

3a CnMHOI OCTaBalOCh HECKOJIBKO KMJIOMETpOB. [IyTHMKM HakKOHEI BHIOPAINCh U3 T'YCTBIX
3apocieil. [lepeBbsi pacCTyNMIMCh Niepe]] BOJIKOM U MOJIOIBIM YEJIOBEKOM HIMPOKOW U YUCTOH, 6e3
eMHON SIMKH MJIM KOpeIlKa, Tporoil. ViiTu 1o Heii ObLI0 OHO yIOBOJIBCTBHE, K TOMY K€ BOKPYT OblIa
npusATHas atMocdepa: JIHHBIH CBET, MPOOHPAIONIUIACS CKBO3b PACCTYIUBIIHECS KPOHBI JEPEBbEB,
OCBEIIIaJI TPOITY U MaJiaJl Ha BCe JepPeBbsi U KYCTUKU. HekoTopble KyCThl M IBETOUKH BOMPAIH B ceOsI
3TOT CBET U MAJICHbKUMHU KPAlMHKAMH UJIM YCUKaMU CBETHJIMCh, JONIOJIHUTEIBHO YKpallasi U OCBe-
masi JOpory ImyTHUKam. ByATo KTo-To pacchinai BommeOHyIo TbUIbIYY Mo BceMy Jecy. OT JIyHHOro
CBETa, SICHOTO 3BE3JHOr0 HeOa, CBETIISTYKOB U JIPYTX HEOOBIYHBIX CBETSIIMXCS HACEKOMBIX U pacTe-
HUIi IPUCYTCTBHE HOYM TIOUTH HE OBLIO 3aMeTHO. BOKpYT OBLIO CBETIIO M BCE XOPOLIO Pa3IMYrMO.

MakcuM CHIIBHO yCTaJsl, HOTY KOe-KaK BOJIOKJIMCH 10 3emiie. THITyH-ke HO-TpeKHEMY Hellpu-
HY’KJIeHHO 1maraj. [lapeHs nmobanBaics MpeaiokuTh IPUBAIL, ONAcasiCh arpecCUH CO CTOPOHBI 3BEPS.
OcraBajioch TOJIBKO XkJaTh, IOKA CaM BOJIK HE YCTAHET, a Cy/s M0 ero 00ApoMy HIary TpyAHO ObUIO
Ha 4TO-TO HazesAThesA. Ho, Ha yaauy Makca, SHepruyHblid MyTHUK MPUOCTAHOBUIICS M Ha4asl YTO-TO
HIoXaTh 1o 3emJe. [Ipoiiasack 3urzaroM HOCOM 10 3eMJie YyTh ObLIO OCTAHOBUIICS, HO TYT K€ B3Jep-
HYJI TOJIOBY Y OIVISIZIENICS 110 CTOpOHaM. [ JIyXo# peIK pa3jajicsi BHYTPU NACTU BOJIKA, U OH C HOBBIMU
CUJIaMH PUHYJICS BIIEPES.

— Hy... Bce... s Oonplue... HU mary... — 3aJpIXasch, Npou3Hec MakcuM, poOexaB BCier
3a TrulyHOM OKOJIO TPUILIATH METPOB.

OnepeBIuMch pyKamu Ha KOJIEHU U MOTasICh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, Makc czesan napy 1naros
1 ocraHoBuIcA. Criibl BKOHEL TIOKMHYIJIY NIAPHSA, M OH yIaJl Ha 3€MJIIO.

Bonk ke ynuBiIeHHO B3IVIIHYJA Ha Hero: «Yro 310 Takoe? $1 Bpozme He JaBasl MpHKasa
Ha OTBIX !» — TOBOPWJI OH BCEM CBOMM BUAOM. OH HMKaK HE XOTeJ UATH Ha3a] K yIaBLIEMY.

Bunis, yto Makc 1 He ymas BCTaBaTh, OH Hayall JasiTh. [ pyObIM, BOJTUBKUM JIa€M, C X pUIIOTLION.

— He-noit-iy ! — yetko orpe3an Makc.

TunyH TONMBKO TIIYOOKO B3IOXHYJ M 3aKaTWII I71a3a. EMy co Bcell ero ropaocTbio U HEToKOp-
HOCTBIO MPUIIOCh CMUPUTBCS, HO OH HE CTall JIOKUTbCA PAJOM, a HayaJl UCKAaThb BOKPYI MecTa
NpUBaJsia, IPUHIOXUBATHCS, U TOJBKO YOeJUBIIKCh, YTO BCE B MOPSKE, Cell MooJalb OT Makcuma.
Ce Kak IOKOPHBIM CTOPOKEBOM TIEC M HAYaJl IPUCTAJIBHO IVISAAETh HA, JKaJHO MOIVIOMIAIOIETO BOLY
u3 OYTBUIKH, YeJIOBEKa.

BnoBoss HanMBIIMCH, TApeHb epedpasics Ha OMKaNIIyI0 MAJICHbKYIO TIOJISTHKY M yIOOHO pac-
TMIOJIOXKMJICSA HAa CYXOM CYKY, UTO BJIsICSl HA TpaBe U, OYEBUAHO, JABHO, CyAs IO MOPOCIIEMY MXY
Y MPOTHUBILIEN Cep/LIEBUHE.

— Oyx! — HakoHeI| eMy yAanoch paccnaduThes. — A Thl 4ero? — 3aMeTHII JAJIEKO CHISIIETO
BoOJIKa. — bommbes? He 6on-u-uckh, He yKyiy, — Makc MocMesicsi U CHOBA ITyOOKO B3/IOXHYJL.

TUJTyH BCe Tak ke HEMOABUKHO CMOTPEJ Ky/a-To, MOJEPriBasi ylaMu.

Tem BpemeHeM Makc y:ke MCKaJl B ploK3ake, 4eM Obl MepeKycHTb. TIaTeabHO MOPBIBILIKCH, OH
JOCTAJ IIOKOJIA/IHbIA OATOHYMK.

— W naBHO OH TamM? — apeHsp OMIsAAEN 00EPTKY, YTOObl O3HAKOMMTBCS C €r0 CPOKOM T'OIHOCTH,
BeJlb, COOMPASICh B 3Ty «3IKCIEAUIINIO», OH 3Ty CIAJOCTh C COOOM HE CKIIaIbIBAIL. — X0uellb? — TapeHb
APYKECKU MPOTSAHY/I Pa3BEPHYTYIO IOKOJIAIKY 3BEPIO.

Bosik jxa/1HO TOCMOTpeE, ¥ 4yTh ObUIO, HE PUHYJICS 3 €/10M, HO OTBEJ B3[JIsA]] B 3¢MJIIO U B3IJIOT-
HYJ1 CITIOHOM.

— Jla Ha! — mapeHs TpsIC MIOKOJAAHBIA OATOHUYKK B PyKe, IBITasCh YTOBOpUTh TuiyHa. [To Buy
BOJIKA OBUIO MOHSATHO, YTO OH TOJIOJEH, HO 3Bephb Jake He misjen B cropoHy Makcuma. — Kak
Xoyellb. ..
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BaToHuMK OKazascs Ha yIUBJICHUE MUTATEIBHBIM M, XOPOIIO MOJKPEMUBIIICH, Makc He 3ame-
THJI, KaK 3aapemall.

3acHy/ Tak KpernkKo, YTo, Ka3ajaoch, MPOILIO MIHOBEHbE, M OH OTKPBLT I1a3a. Pa3Oyaun ero
CTPaHHBIM 3BYK: YTO-TO YaBKAJIO M PhIYAJIoO y HEero noja yxoMm. CKBO3b IeJieHy CHa MapeHb He cpasy
TMOHSLT YTO 3TO, HO COBCEM OYHYBIINCH, OH YKACHYJICS:

— ®y! Yto THI AENaE1Ib! DTO OMEP3UTENBHO!

[Ipsamo HanmporuB Makca TuityH xaHO Brpbizajics B 1uub. [Ioxoxe, rojaon ero JOKoHaI.

[Napens TyT e OTBepHYJICs, YTOO HE BUAETb ITOW HENPUSTHON KapTuHbl. KpoBb, Hecuact-
HOE CYyIIECTBO, Xa/HBII XUIIHUK U €r0 OCTPble OKPOBABJIEHHBIE KJIBIKM — MeP30CTh! MaKc MpHKphLT
JIAJIOHBIO TJ1a3a, YTOObI Mepr(EpUITHBIM 3pEHHEM CITyYaiftHO He 3aMeTUTh KpoBu. Eille MOMeHT U ero
CTOIIIHUT.

A TOJIOMHBIN 3BEpPh MPOAOIKAT eCTh. YaBKaJ, pbryaii, 60sCh, 4TO YeJIOBEK OTOepeT JOObIUY.

— Mor 681 fienath 310 B ipyrom Mecte! — Makc He BbIICPKUBAJ THETYIICH CUTYaIluy ¥ 3a0THO
C YrOBOpaMHM CTapajics ToJIOCOM IMepeOnTh YaBKaHbe 3Beps. [lapenb Gosuics. 1o Obuio BUIHO. OH
Y KPOBb-TO penko Buzen. He BoineprkaB, MakcuM BCTall M TOIIEN KyJa-TO B Jiec.

HecuetHoe konruecTBo BeTBeM nperpaxiano emy myTb. OTogsurast ux B CTOpoHy, Makc crps-
XUBAJ C JIEPEBbEB MOTBUIBKOB, KOTOPBIE TYT K€ BJIETAIM €My B JIUIIO.

Uepes napy-TporiKy METPOB MEKLy A€PEBbsIMH ITOKA3aJICs MPOCBET M MaKcHM BBIIIE Ha OKpa-
uHy Jieca. PaccBeTano: conHile okpacuio HeOO B HEXKHBIN PO3OBBIN IIBET, MpUAaBasi 0OJaKkaM BUJ
MYIIMCTOrO KIyOHUYHOTO MOPOKEHOTO, a 30JI0ThIe JIyYd Pa3MBAIMCh MO Pa3HOJIMUCTHBIM, Pa3HO-
[[BETHBIM JIECaM U TOJISIM, YTO PACCTHIIAIUCH BHU3Y, JIETKOM Kapamenbio. M Hebo, 1 Jieca Ka3asmch
KapTUHOW Ha TopTe, 1 Makcy OYKBaJIbHO XOTEJIOCh CIU3aTh BCIO 3TY BKYCHSTHHY SI3BIKOM.

[Tozaau mapHs OKpyXkasl BLICOKUN CTPOH Jieca, U3 KOTOPOro JIOHOCWIMCH MEeHUs U BU3T TITHII,
KPUKH JKUBOTHBIX U CTPEKOTAHME HACEKOMBIX. PelKue MOTBUIBKUA U CBETISYKUA KPYKHIU BOKPYT
Maxkcuma. OHU TaHLEBaJIM APYT C APYroM MO[ JIydaMH TEIIoro YTPEHHEro COJHIIA, KOTOpOoe YkKe
HaOMPAJIO Kap U MOKa OPOIIATIO BCe BOKPYT MPUSITHOW TETIJIOTOH U CBETOM.

YMUpPOTBOpeHHas1 KapTHHA yCIoKanBaia MakcuMma 1 BBOJIMIIA B TPAHC.

[Nocne nepekuTHIX MPUKIIOYEHUI HOUM, KOTOPbIE HAJIONTO €My 3aroMHSTCS (a, MOXKET, elle
Y TIOXJIETIIE BCTPETSTCS), OTABIX MOPAJbHBIN U (pr3rueckuil ObUT MPOcTo HeoOXoauM. [TOTUXOHBKY
KapTUHBI JUKUX COOBITHI, YTO KPYTHJIMChH B TOJIOBE KaK B KaJIeWI0CKOIe, HaUYanu 3a0biBaThes. Ko
3HAET, YTO JKJaTh BIIEPEN U CKOJIBKO JTHEH elrie Oy/eT AJMThCS CKUTAHWS BIATU OT JI0MA.

Hom... OH BCIOMHUJI ceMblo: Mama, rara, CoHs. .. JIuza. OHM HaBEpHO YK€ BEPHYJIUCh, IIPO-
YHUTATU 3aITUCKY, TIEPEKUBAIOT. A, MOXKET, 1aKe He 3aMETUIM, YTO €r0 HeT JIOMa. ...

[Nocunes, nomeuraB, MakcuM Bce ke BEpPHYJICS K MecTy mpHBajia. HecuacTHOHM NTHIIBI yxe
He ObLIO, a BOJIK JIM3aJ1 JIAITbl M, 3AMETUB €T0, OTBJIEKCS OT IIPOLIELY Pbl U B3IJISIIOM, HE MOprasi, IPOBeJ
Makca 10 Kopsiru.

[TapeHsb 00IOKOTHIICS HA BETKY, PSAIOM C KOTOPBIM JIesKasl PIOK3aK, M YCTPEMIT B3IJIs B HEOO.
3Be3/1bl, BUJHEBIIMECS MEX JINCTHEB, ellle MepLaiv B (PMOJIETOBOM IesieHe HeOa M TOTUXOHBKY Traciu
oj Jiydamu conHia. IlapeHb cMoTpen u gymai, Aymai o 4eM-To. BOT meBYasi nTuiia Hermojasieky
3aTsHYJIaCh HEOOBIYAHO KPAaCcHBOM Tpelibio. Bee kak B ckaske!

[Nocne mI0THOTO yXXKHA BOJIKA MOTSIHYJIO B COH, M HAOMIIOAATh 32 YEJIOBEKOM CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE
TsDKeJIel — ria3a OyITO CKJIEMBAJIMCh Mocie OecCOHHOW HOYM. Kask/ible TOIMUHYTH OH yrOBapHUBal
ce0s1 MPOCHYThCS, B UTOTE — HE CMOT' CIEPKAThCSA M YCHYJ. MaKCUM JIMIIb C YMIJICHUEM B3IJISTHYI
Ha CITAIEro )KUBOTHOTO, CJIOKUBILIETO MOXHATYIO TOJIOBY Ha JIarbl, 1 0OPAaTHO HAIPaBUJI B30p B HEOO.
Bckope u cam ycHyiL.

Yro-TO Terioe MPUKOCHYJIOCH Ko JIOy Makcuma. U yiuno. Y cHoBa BepHysiock. CTpaHHO. ... OH
OTKPBUI 171232, ¥ CEP/LIE CIIPOCOHbSI B3IPOTHYJIO U YIIUIO B MATKH — OTPOMHAsI YepHasi MOp/Ia Jbllaja
MPSMO B JIAIO. YOeAUBIIUCEH, YTO Makc yxe He cruT, THiTyH (PBIpKHYI €My B JIUIIO, YTO-TO PHIKHYJT
Y TIPSIMAKOM HAIpaBUJICS B Jiec.
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Cyns no Bcemy, MakcrmMa mpocriajl Bce yTpo — Bce BOKPYT ObUIO 03apeHO CBETOM HOJTYIEHHOTO
COJIHIIA, KOTOPOE BOIILJIO B CAMBIN 3€HUT.

— Croit! Croit! He Tak OblcTpo, — mapeHb cTaj OBICTPO MCKaTh PIOK3aK M OTPSIXUBATHCS
ot 3emuid. — Hy, Kyza Thl MOCTOSIHHO CHENIUIIb?

B oTBeT BOJIK Hauas1 THXOHBKO phIYaTh cede Moj HOC.

— 41 e He MOHMMAIO-10. .., — 3aKATUB TJIa3a, MpocToHad Makc. — ['ie 9ToT Aypankuii KameHb?
Eme He xBartasio norepsath. — [lapeHs mpUHsIICS pa3ipakeHHO PHIThCS B KapMaHax.

[Nocne HenoNTUX MOMCKOB OH MPUCTIOHMI KaMEeHb K CITUHE MIYIIEro BOJIKa:

— .... HE XBaTaJo 4ToObl TeOs1 coxpaiu... [Tonasncs ke Ha MOIo TOJIOBY. ... Bee 51 emy ObIcTpO
uny. He HpaBUTbCS MO BOH B MAcTh K KOMY-HHOYMb... XOTS HET, s K TOXE YMpY, — caM C COOOM
Oypyas BoJIK, OyATO He 3ameuasi KaMHS.

— Ha croii xe! Bee, He mory Tak! MHe HeymnoOHo. JlaBail kak-HUOY/b. .. 3aBsiky! Ho, a kak s
Oylly K HEMy caM MPUKAcaThCs... — OH HaYaJl paccykJIarh, BepTs KaMeHb B pyke. — [locroii-ka. .. —
OH TIepecTal BepTeTh KaMeHb M B3IJISTHYJI Ha CKOJI, Ha KOTOPBIM HE TaK JaBHO oOpaliaj BHUMaHUe. —
Cmotpu — ckon! MOKeT, Bce-TaKy ero yKe pacKajibIBajIi Ha YacTh ? — MapeHb CTaJl B3IJISI0M PhICKATh
BOKpYT. — Tak-Tak.... XM ... — He Hallig HUUero noaxosiero, Makc ornsaen ceds. — JlaaHo, Tak
1 OBITb.

[Napens cHs1 yepe3 BOPOTHHUK (pyTOOJNKY M Pe3KO OTOpBaj OT Hee HU3, TPECHYB HUTKAMHU
TKaHu. Pa3opBas ee, OH B35 KAMEHb M TIPUCENT HAa KOJICHH.

JlaHHasi cuTyarusi 3aMHTpUroBasa aaxe THiyHa — OH ¢ 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTHIO CMOTpEJ Ha TO,
YTO BBITBOPSIET YEJIOBEK.

MakcuM, TeM BpeMeH, yKe CXBAaTWJI JBa YBECHUCTBIX KaMHs, YTO BAJISUTUCh HETIONAJEKY, U,
TIOJIOXKKB HAa OfIMH CaMOIIBET, OTKOJION JAPYTHM OYyJbIKHUKOM HEOOMNbIION Kycouek. OTKMHYB Tshke-
JIbIA KaMeHb B CTOPOHY, MaKcuM, C TPECKOM U MPUSITHBIM XPYCTOM, PACILEIUII 1B KyCOUYKa KpH-
CTaJlia, CJIOBHO KYCOUKHM TpaHarta. Ha ynuBineHue kameHb ObUT OueHb Jake MSATKUM, TONATIUBBIM,
TEM He MEHee, PaCKOJIOTh €ro TaK MPOCTO He yIACTCsl.

— Iomyuunocs. .. — ¢ BocxumeHreM Makc miisiaen Ha KycOuKkH camorBeTa. — Mnu cioza.

V3ke nout He 60sICh, HO HEMHOT'O OTacasich, THITYH MOCIyIIACs ¥ TAXOHBKO MOAOIIEN K Yesio-
BeKy. TOT yxke B3sul KyCOYeK KPHUCTaJUIa, YTO MOMEHBIIE, U TOJIOKWI Ha OTOPBAaHHBINA KYCOK (PyT-
OOJIKM aKKypaTHO Ha CepeqrHKY. MaKcUM OCTOPOXKHO B3sUJICS 32 Kpasi TKAHU U MPUCITIOHUI K Telry
6onbIioro Bosika. [Tokpernue 3aBsi3aB KOHIIB B KPEMKHA y3ea Ha MOXHAToW criuHe TuityHa, OH OTO-
I11eJT ¥ OLIEHWJI CO CTOPOHBI: 3BE€Pb CTOSUI C TIIYITBIM BUIOM, HEJIOyMeBasi, a eIlie 3Ta MOBsI3Ka TMomepek
’KMBOTA C PAaCTpENaHHbIM OAHTUKOM Ha CIHHE. . .

— Hy, B mpuHImmne. .. — ¢ BUIOM 3HATHOTO KpUTHKA MaKCHM OIEHIUT BU]] «<HECUACTHOTO», U BCE-
TaKW HE BbIAEPXKAJ U 3aCMESICS.

— DU! — BO3MYTHJICS BOJIK M OCKAJTHJICH.

— O! Cmorpu-Ka, padoraer! — ynuBuics Makcum reHUaJIbHOCTH CBOE UJIeU U OTISTh MPBICHYIT
CMEXOM.

— PasBe Tak cmemHo?

— He-e, HopMasnbHO, — Bpojie ycrokowicss Makc v CHOBa 3aCMesiIC.

— Hy, Bce! 4 e cornacen!

— Jla nagHO, KTO TeOs TyT BUAUT?

Hanes ¢yr6onky, Makcum 3anuxHysn BTOpOW KYCOK KaMHsI B KapMaH, OJke K Tely.

[Tpoiias coBceM HEMHOTO, MMyTHUKU BBIILIA U3 TYCTHIX 3apOCIIEH 1 JIeC OCTaJICs T03a/11, BMe-
cre ¢ ryaom ero odurareneit. [lepen TwiyHoM u MakcMMoM pasfiersiach IMojisiHa ¢ TYCTOM Tpa-
BOM, HO COBCeM OJIN3KO BUIHEINCS OOphIB. A uepe3 Hero OpeBHO. CTapoe, MOKPhITOE MXOM OpeBHO.
[Mopmoiins Gmuxke, MOKHO 3aMETHTh, YTO 9TO HA CaMOM JieJie IePeBO, U TpaBa OT OOPHIBOB 0OpoOCa
ero, ¥ OHO CJWJIOCH ¢ 3emuield BoenuHo. C BUIy OHO ObUIO CKJIM3KHMM, 3arHUBIIMM, U 9TUM CaMbIM
BBI3BIBANIO onaceHue. ClieBa OT HEero pacrhoyioKuIoch Moxoxee, HO ToHbie. Oba epeBa, Tyro ynep-
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IIKCh B APYTOM Kpail, MyCKaJIM BeTBU, BIUBIIKECS B 3eMIII0, N3BUBAIOIIUECS MEKIy JAPYT JAPYTOM,
CBUCAIOIIHE HaJl MTPOTACTBIO.

TuiyH ¢ onackoii caenait nepeblid mar. Bropoii 1anoi yxe npoBepuil Ha HaJIeXKHOCTh. BoT yxe
u 3agaue. llar — u cepane ynajno B maTku! — BOJK OCTYNUJICSA M COCKOJIB3HYJ BHU3, HO OH yCHe
YXBATUThCS TIEPETHUMH JIAaTIaMU U Ha9aJl SHEPTUIHO TIBITAThCS CXBATUTHLCS 3aTHEH JIaroi 3a OpeBHO,
YTOOBI 3AIOJI3TH HAaBepX. MaKCcHM TYT ke PUHYJICS K HEMY, HO He 3a0eKajl Ha IepeBO, TaK KakK 0osuIcs
CaM COCKOJIb3HYTb, & KaK TIOMOYb He 3HaJ — 3a JIalbl eMy He BBITSHYTb TAaKOTO TSDKEJIOro 3Beps, Aa
Y y HETrO CaMoro elne pucK CBUTUTCS, a peKa Oblia JaJIeKO BHU3Y.

TuyH Kpenko AepkaJcs NepeaHIMH, HO caMa Kopa ObljTa CKOJIB3KOW — 9TO BBI3BAJIO MTAHUKY,
Y OH ellle SHEPrUYHel CTal XBaTaThCsl 3aJHUMU JIAIAMH.

— Kamenn! — Makc 3aMeTn1, Kak KycO4eK KaMHs MTOTUXOHBKY Hadasl BBICKQJIb3bIBATh W3-TIOJ
MOBSI3KH.

TusyH u30 Bcex cuil crapasics 3a0paThesi, HO He ycrien. KameHb BHICKOUMII, yapuiics 00 sarmy
W CTaJl NaJiaTh BHU3, OJIECHYB KpaeM CKOJIa Ha MPOIIaHbe.

Henonro mymasi, BOJK OTIYCTHJ OpeBHO W, C/ENAB CalbTO Haszall, MosieTesl BHU3. [[nuMHHas
IepCTh pa3BeBaiach Mo BeTpy. OT CKOPOCTH BO3AYX OWJI B I71a3a, a IbIIIATh CTalo Tsokenee. CIoxuB
Janbl Tiepe]] MOPIIOH, OH TUTIOXHYJICS, U TeUeHbE TIOHECIIO €r0 BHU3.

Henenas nopsizka cnerena ¢ Tena TuiyHa, Kak TOJBKO MOMaJia MO/ BOIHBINA MOTOK.

HemHoro otoiiast OT CUIIBHOTO yaapa 00 BOAY, BOJIK COIIYPHJICS U PE3KO OTKPbUI IJ1a3a — OHU
BCIIBIXHYJIU SIPKO-TOMYOBIM LIBETOM. TeMHO-CHHUI JTUMO, roiryOasi CBETAINAsACS pagyXKa U TEMHO-
TEMHO-YEPHBII 3pauyoK CBOMM HEOOBIYHBIM, YPE3BBIYAHO KPACHBBIM CBETOM MOIJIHM TMOPA3UTh
10 Opoxu. [1a3a cBeTHIINCh, U U3 TEMHOM, OypIIsiilield BOAIBI, C MX MIOMOIIBI0 MOKHO OBUIO XOTh UTO-
TO pa3Iu4uTh. THITYH HaYasI UCKATh B3MJISIOM CBOIO YACTUYKY KaMHS.

CuiibHOE TeueHHe HecsIo BOJIKa BIiepe], IepeMeIInBast BCIo rpsi3b co AHa. OT 3Toro Boja crajia
CepoH, 1 JIMIIb TOMyOble TJIa3a BOJIKA MPOCBEUMBAIIN CKBO3b TeJIeHy MECUMHOK, Ipsi3u U wia. TuinyH
TIBITAJICS. COMPOTHBIISATHCS TEYEHHMIO M KaK MOKHO TINATEeNIbHEW pasIyisieTh IHO, HO MOTOK Oe3 repe-
IbIXa HEC ero BIepel.

Brpyr uro-to GnecHys0 Briepeau, Ha JHE — KaMEeHb BOIIET OCTPUEM B KUIKHUI MECOK, M BOAA
ouack 00 Hero, MHITAsACh BHIPBATh U MOHECTH TIO TEUSHHIO. BOJIK 4yTh OBLIO HE TPOILIHUT MUMO, U,
rpe0si 1anamu, Havyajl CONPOTUBIIATHCS TEUYSHHUIO — PHIBOK! — BOT KaMeHb yike B 3yOax.

— Ox, 4to *e THl Hajenan! — Makc CTosu1 Ha OOpBIBE, CXBATUBIIKMCH 3a TojIoBy. EMy HUYero
HE TPUIIJIO HA YM, KpOME KaK CUTaHyTh BCIIE] 32 3BEPEM.

[apens ObICTpO CHIpsiTal KAMEHb B PIOK3aK, OTOIIEN Ha Tapy IaroB, cepile KOJOTUIOCH,
HEYBEPEHHOCTh OKOBBIBaJIa HOTH, HO, B KOHIIC KOHIIOB, OH PEIIMJICS W, C CUJION OTTOJKHYBIIUCH
OT TpaBbl, MOOEKAT K OOPHIBY.

ITpbrkok!

JlpIXaHue MepexBaTuIIo; Cepatle, OyITo, OCTAaHOBIIIOCh, MaKCMMY Ka3aoch, YTO OH JIETUT Bed-
HOCTh. Betep mymern B ymax u mMemmas riazaM. HecMoTpst Ha 9T0, OH BBIKpaJl MOMEHT, YTOObI B3IJISI-
HYTb B CTOPOHY: peKa CJIOBHO pa3JBHraja TedeHHeM OOpBIBBI U Oekasa KyJa-To BlIaJlb, a Hajl PEeKOM
SIPKO CBETHJIO COJTHIIE, HE3HAKOMBIE ITTHIIBI BUJIMCh HaJl TeYeHHeM, 00J1aKa TUTABHO TUTBUTH U Ha Heoe,
u B peke. Kpacora. ..

Bort yxe 6mu3ok ymap 06 Bogy. Makc mogaiicsi Biepe, BHIIPSMUT PYKU U CTPEJION Tpuom-
*kacs K Boge. OT cTpaxa Jlaxe 3aKpbUl IJ1asa.

Vnap! Bpeisru, mym oT ygapa o0 BOAy M IIUNEHHE IMy3bIPbKOB — TEUEHHE TOHEeCHa MapHs
3a coboit. biaro Makc ymen miaBath, HO 9TO eéMy He MOHaI00MIOCh, MOXHO OBLJIO TTPOCTO pacciia-
OUThCS, a TeYeHHe caMo TeOsT HeceT, HO He TYT-TO ObLIO: BOJA MepeBOpaurBaia, Bepreia U KpyTuia
MapHs Kak TOJIbKO MOIJIA.
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Heno cpenano — kameHb B 3y0ax! OcTanoch JMIIb BHIUIBITH HA Oeper. A pa3Be OH TYT €CTh?
Bosk sxgast mpocBeTa, Koraa 3eMIIsl TIepecTaHeT BO3BBIIATHCS HAJ PEKOM U MOKAKETCs] MeCYaHblid
Oeper Wiy 3eMJIsl MaKCUMaJIbHO OIYCTUTCS HaJl YPOBHEM BOJbI.

Ho 4to 310? — craiika 6osbmx peid coBHO odnertena TumyHa. VX Tskeno ObUIO pa3iMuuTh,
HECKOJIbKO LIBETHBIX C JIOCHSINEHCS Yerryell ppld ObICTPO MPOMENTbKHY/IM B Ty4e Ipsiszu. «OHM Yero-
TO MCIYTJIUCh ?» — MogyMal 38epb. HO 101r0 pa3MBIILIATE HE MPUIILIIOCh — YTO-TO TEMHOE OBICTPO
MPUOTMKAIOCH — yAap! DTO «UTO-TO»» TSIKENO YAAPUIIO BOJIKA U B rojioBe TriTyHa 3a3BEeHEI0, 4TO-TO
XPYCTHYJIO ¥ IOTEMHEJIO Niepe] Iia3aMu. Ero OTKMHYJIO KO THY, HO JIMIIL OH TMPHIIES B Ce0sl, TPSIXHYT
TOJIOBOM, M KAPTHHA Mepe I71a3aMHU CTajla yeTye, 171a3a CHOBa 3aCHUsLIM royOu3HOM. B oTruibiBaroreit
3arasouHoit purype TuiyH HakoHel[ cMor pa3nuuuth Makcuma. He pazaymbiBasi, 3Bepb OpocHiics
JOTOHSTH OY/ITHIXAIOITYIOCS (PUTYPY.

TuxoHBKO cXBaTHUB 3y0amu Makca 3a IIMBOPOT, YTOObI HE BRIPOHUTh KaMeHb U3 nacTH, THiiyH,
COMPOTHBJISISICH TSKECTH BOJIBI, CTAJ TAHYTh ITapHs HaBepx. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO 3Beph OOJIBIIION, eMy
BCE ke OBUIO TSDKEJIO TAlUTh YesOBEeKa Ha MOBEPXHOCTh BO/BI. MakcuM Aaxe He CTapajics OMOYb
CBOEMY CIACHTENTIO — CYAs 10 BCEMY, TApeHb HATJIOTAJICS BOIbI U BHIPYOMIICS.

Hakonen TusyH okazascs Ha Bo3ayxe. [J1a3a MOTMXOHBKY HaYaJlv MOTYXaTh U CHOBA OOpETaTh
X OOBIYHBIN LIBET.

['my6GoKO TIOTHYB BO3IyXa, 3B€pb OLIEHUII OOCTAHOBKY: BOT YK€ BIIEpPEAU BUIHEIICS IPOCBET —
3HauMT, Oeper Hemaneko. OH Hayasl TPECTH K Kpal HEIIMPOKOW peku. HeBhIcOKHMe, MOPHIBUCTHIC
BOJIHBI YJIapsJIM BOJIKA IO IOJIOBE, MBITAJIUCH NOIPY3UTh HA THO. YKe MOYTH MPHKABILIUCH K 3eMJIE,
TunyH crapajicst He OTIUIBIBaTh OT BO3BBIIIAIOIIMXCS OOPBIBOB. 3eMJIsl y Kpasi CTaja OIMyCKaThCs
Y MIOTUXOHBKY Tepeluia B IUIOCKUI TIeCUaHbli Oeper.

MeicnenHo oronarogapus bora, TuiyH, ¢ TskecThio, BBIOpocu Makcuma Ha Oeper.

W3 mocneqHux cuil BOJIK BBIOpAJICSl M3 BOABI, M, TSKEJIO nepedrpas MOKPHIMH, 0OeCCHIICH-
HBIMHU JIallaMH, TIOIUIENCS TIO ChIpoMy TlecKy. Byayun korjga-To nbliiHas JAJIMHHAS MEPCTh BOJIOKJIACh
o Oepery, ootekasi pyubsimMu. Enpa Boliias u3 Boapl, TuityH ynan Ha 6eper, 3aKpbLi I71a3a U MOTepsiT
co3HaHue. Cuiibl IOJHOCTBIO TIOKUHYJIH €T0.

JIBa co3maHus JIekKalu HEMOABMKHO, odeccusieHo. HarmoraBmmiicss Bogsl MakcuM BHE3AITHO
OYHYJICS, 3aKallUIsll, OTPHIFHYB BOAY HA MECOK.

Eime HemHOro 3a1p1xasich, Kanuissi, Makc OmycTusI rojIoBY M HallpaBuJI B3MIsI B HEOO:

— Y10 310 OBIIO? — C 3aTPYAHEHHBIM JIBIXaHUEM U JIETKUM IIIOKOM B IJ1a3ax, CPOCHII caM ceOsl. —
Tunyn? Tel Kak? — mapeHb COCKOUMJI HAa KOJIEHU M MPUOIM3UIICS e[Ba JbIIIABIIEMY BOJIKY — XOTb
TaKoe JIbIXaHhe MopaioBaJIo.

— To1 Gerrymeu, — 1mienensiBo OTBeTHIT THITYH M OTKPbLUT 171a3a. OH MOIHSLT TOOBY M BBITUTIOHYJT
MeJIKMe KaMeITKU ¢ HeOOIbIIIM KOJIMYECTBOM PEYHOU BOJBI. — 3a4eM ThI 3TO cesan?! — apo 3aKpu-
YaJl Ha oHoITy BOJIK. Ecii 661 MakcuM ero He MOHUMAJI, TO 3TO ObLIIO ObI MOXOKE HA CHUTbHBIN JIai
co0aKH Ha KOIIKY. — 3a4eM Thl IPBITHYJ B Boay?! 51 Obl 1 cam cripaBuuicsi! Pa3Be He IOHATHO ObLT0?!

— Hy, yx, u3Bunu! — Hayan onpapasiBathes napens. — Croii! $1 Teds monnmaro? — Hactynuio
MosyaHue. — ['1ie TBoi KameHb?

Onwu 00a B3MJIsSHY/IM HA HEJIAaBHO BHITLTIOHYTHIE OCKOJIKH, 3aTeM JIpyT Ha Apyra. Hactymuna ode-
peab Makca pyraTrb CBOEro CacuTeNs:

— Kak tak-10!? Thl e nmoHUMaelib, YTO ITO €IMHCTBEHHbIN KaMeHb B Mupe? S1 jxe He BO3bMYy
Y He TIOK/1y B Mara3uH: «A cBellaiiTe-Ka MHe KWIJIOTPaMYMK uy/I0-Kamelka!» . .. — HAUTpaHHO CKa3al
rapeHb.

Bosk, He muras cMOTpes1 Ha pa303/IMBLIETOCs IAPEHBKA — OH YK€ OTIBIXMBAJICS OT BBIIIECHY-
TOM SHEPIUH, YIEPIIUCh I'OJIOBOU B KOJIEHU.

— Tol HUYero He MoHT? — MaKc yke YCIOKOWIICS U IIOCMOTPeJT Ha Oe3MOJIBHOTO.

Bonk nomotan ronosoi. Ilapensb ke moBepTes rojaoBod M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, MBICJIEHHO
paccyxknas: «Hy ga, tak-1o...»
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— $1 He BUHOBAT — 3TO THI AP MEHsI HOTOM, TIOKa OYJITBIXAJICS B BOJIE, — CIIOKOWHO MPOM3HEC
Tunyn.

— Ma? Toraa u3BuHu, — Makc OnmycTuI TojioBy. — 51, BOOOIIe, He MOMHIO, YTO IPOU3OIILIO.

Onu nomosyasu.

—IMonmy4aercs, Tl packosos 3y0amu KaMeHb 1 YacTUIKY nporsiotun? HTepecHo Bee 3To pado-
Taer. ... Beixoaut, 6e3 pa3HUIIBI KaK, HO ThI JIOJIKEH ObITh B KOHTAaKTe ¢ KaMHeM ? — Makc cam ¢ cooi
paccyska, JIUIIb Obl CHATh HANPsDKEHUE W IOTUXOHBKY OIMYCKaJ TOJIOBY.

— A... A nouemy THl cniac MeHs1? — MapHs OCEHWJIO M OH HayaJl C UHTEPECOM IMOAHMMATh
rosioBy. — Benb 51 TeGe coBceM He HpaBIoch. MHe Ka3anoch, Thl COBCEM JakKe He XOTe CO MHOW U/ITH.

TuiyH BCTperneHyJscsi — OH TOJIBKO B TOT MOMEHT OCO3HaJI, UTO CZEJall, HO HUYEro He OTBETHI,
a JIMIIb TOJIOKWJI TOJIOBY HA JIallbl U OTBEPHYJICS.

— Ckaxu. Yto B 3T70M Takoro? — Makc BbIIpaliBail OTBETa.

— He 3Hat... — CIOKOWHO W3-3a CIIMHBI OTBETHJI 3Bephb. — S Beab Toxe Obl morud. — Bonk
TIOJIHSLT TOJIOBY U TIOBEPHYJICSI BO3MYILICHHO I1si1s Ha Makcuma. — Tsokeno, 3Haelb Jid, OblIo Teds
JOCTaBaTh — Thl BEJlb HATJIOTAJICS BOJPDI.

— ThI MOOEIL.

— X3X, MOJIOJ€LI. .. — BHOBb OTBEPHYBUINCh 1 HEMHOTO CMYTHUBIIIKCh, CAPKACTUYHO YCMEXHYJICS
BOJIK.

— Crnacu6o tebe. Xots 3a yro? Thl ke cracan ceGe KU3Hb, a s ObLT 00y30H, — CAPKACTHYHO
cKaszas Makc.

— Ha! U He 6onee! — orpesan TuinyH, BCTal Ha JIarbl ¥ cAesIal OYeHb JICJIOBON BH/I.

Makc He cTaji CIIOPUTh — OH M TaK BUJIEJ, YTO OHU CTAJIM Yy Th-UyTh CONMMKATHCS, ¥ BOJIK HE MOT
JOIYCTUTH €r0 CMEPTH HE TOJIBKO M3-32 COOCTBEHHOW OMACHOCTH.

Bornk nenan Buj cypoBOro, HEMOKOIEOMMOro, HEMOAAAIOIEr0Csl YyBCTBAM U SMOIMSIM 3Bepsl.
Ero xomnomHbIi, pe3peHHbId B3I ObUT TaKUM. .. OOMHOKUM. [Tyckail Buj ero ObUT cypoB U Oec-
cTpailieH, Ho 0osiyicsl OH oHoro — 6omu. He ¢msnyeckoi — aymeBHoi. OH Jepskas BceX Ha paccTo-
SIHAM, He MOAITYCKaJl K cepaiy. XoTs Koro 0buio noarnyckarts? OH HUA ¢ KeM He oOImascs, He ObUIo
CBOEM CTaM WJIM CEMBbU — 3TO ObLIIO BUAHO Aaxe Makcumy. Tem He MeHee, apeHb BUIET B HEM UTO-
TO GIArOpoHOE, CMENIoe, HO OUeHb TOPHOE.

BepHocTh — BOT 4yero He 3aHMMaTh UCTMHHOMY BOJIKY. biaropongneie aymm. He mpenanyt
1 He OpocAT Tex, KTo UM jopor. Hukoraa He ckaxyT, 4To Ha ayiie — OOJIb WM cyacTbe. A eciu
BOJIK ofiiHOYKA? [Opaplii B3IJIs, YCTPEMIICHHBIN K HeOy, TOMHBIN M CHOKOWHBINA. [ opocTh He 1mo3-
BOJIUT CKa3aTh, KaKk eMy TSXKeJ0, a IyIIly pa3IupaeT TOCKa U OIMHOYECTBO. A co cTOpoHbI? «['po3HbIN,
crparHbii youiiia! OH oivH, TOTOMY YTO €r0 HEHABUIIAT ! » — CKakKeT KTO-TO. A Be/lb 3TO €ro 3alluTa.
OT Takux Kak BHI... Ero roHar — od tepnut. Hamagaiotr — oH 3anmmrtuT ceds u ponHbix. He cymute
o BHemmHocTr! 3arissHuTe B mia3a! B 3epkana nymm! Bel yBUanTE B HUX CKPBITYIO JIACKY U JTIOOOBD.
JIOOBITYMK U 3AIMUTHUK CEMBH.... A, MOXET, Y BOJIKA OTPOMHAsI paHa, KOTOpasi THUET U 3aIOJIOHSIET
cep/tie, ¥ OH OOMTCsI HOBOTO Yapa, YTo MOJTHOCTHIO ero pa3pymuT? [109ToMy OH 3aIuIaeTcsi CTeHOu
ropaocty. I Makcum 310 MOHUMAaJI, OH, CIIOBHO caM cedst yOexJall MOHATh — B TUJTyHE YTO-TO €CTh,
HO TIOKa eMy paHO 00 9TOM 3HaTh.
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I'maBa 8

Tunyrn u Makcum CTOSUTM Ha TIeCUYaHOM Oepery pekH, a cpa3y 3a OeperomM pocja IbIIiHas,
COYHO-3€JIeHasi TpaBa, CTEJOIIAsICS BOKPYT.

— Tak, Tl 3HaelIb, KyJa HaM UATH? — CIIPOCUJI TAPEHb.

— IlpumepHo. Panbliie oTelr MHE TOXE paccKas3biBajl 3Ty JIETEHIY, — Ja KTO €€ He 3HaeT, —
Y OH TOBOPWJI, YTO 3TO mpousonuio Ha rope IlpenkoB. EnvHCTBEHHOE, YTO S 3HAl0O — OHA HAXO-
IWUThCS Ha tore. MUMO Hee TOYHO He Tpoizderib. S1 ObLT TaM KOrAa-To, B TeX MeCTax... MOTOM
yILIEJ... ¥ HE BO3BPAILAJICSA ¢ MOMEHTA, KaK B YIIEJbe NOCEIUIUCh TPaKOHbL. — THIIyH B3JOXHYJ. —
He 3Haro, kak Oynem nepeOuparbcs yepes yiiesbe. MoxeTr, CMOkeM HaliTH KakoK-To riepexoq. . . [Toka
HE Ba)KHO.

— ¥V Bac ecTb IpakoHbI?! — KaK M HE CJIBIIIAJ, YTO CKa3aJl BOJIK B KOHILIE, yIUBUIICS Makc.

— Jla, a 9r0?

— 3710 340pOBO!

— X3X, HY 51 IOCMOTPIO Ha TeOsI, KOrja Thl C HUIMU BCTPETUIIBCS.

[MyrHukM BT Ha Oosbioe myctoe mose. OKasbiBaeTcss Oeper ¢ caMoW PevKOM Jiexal
Ha xoime. BoJk ynmuBHIICS U OJIsIACNICS. BOKPYT, YTOOBI TIOHSTh, KaK TeyeT peka. B3oiist Ha camyio
BEPXYIIKY X0JIMa MOXHO OBUIO YBHETh BCIO PEKY C BO3BHIIIAIOIIUMUCS OOPHIBUCTHIMU Oeperamu, ux
TUIABHBIN TEPEX0j1 B TIecUaHblil Oeper U TO, Ky/a Aajblile TeueT OypHast peka.

— Cmorpu, — okmkHya TwiyH Makca.

MaxkcuM JoJIro UcKa TO, 9TO XOTeJI IIOKa3aTh BOJIK.

— Tam xe! He Buaminb? — Havan pasapaxarbcs TUIyH U NOTAHYT Makcuma 3a pacCTerHyTYI0
TMOJIOBUHKY MEpEeIHEN YaCTh KO(PTHI.

[TapeHs ckprounsics u nogasics BIepes, HO T'0JI0Ba €r0 CMOTPENA B TY e CTOPOHY, Ky/la paHblle
cmorpen TunyH.

— A-a... O-o0! — HakoHell yBuzen Makc U TyT ke yAUBHJICS.

OH oTolmen nogabliie OT BOJKa, YTOObI MOMYyUIle pa3iisaeTh YBUAEHHOE.

— 370 K MBI y)Xac-Kakue-Besyuue! Jlaxe He 3Ha10 — OOAThCS WU PaIOBAThCS.

[IpssmMo mox XxoaMoM, Ha KOTOPBIM B3OIUIM BOJIK U I0HOIIA ITyMen Bojonaj. Peka nagana BHU3
JIMIIb YyTh AAJIbIlIe MaJICHBKOTO IecyaHoro Oepera. Y camoro Bojomnanga Oepera 1mo oo6e CTOPOHBI
ObLIM MTPOCTBIMU TOJISTHAMH, OMBIBAEMBIMU MEJIKUMH PEJKUMU OpbI3raMu OypHOTo TeueHusl. Ypo-
BEHb BOJIbl HEMHOTO TIOHU3MJICS U PacTeKasics 1Mo KaMHsAM. Meskas rajibka y 6epero, mpocBeurBa-
1olast o (yxe 4iCToi) BOIoM nepexoansia B 0ojiee KPYIHYIO K CaMOMY YCTYITY M BBIKJIaJbIBAJIACh
TOPKOU HaJl KPYITHBIMU KAMHSIMU TOPHOTO 0OpbIBa. OrpOMHbBIE, MACCUBHBIE CJIOMCThIE KAMHU JepiKa-
1I1e CBOEU MOILIBIO0 BOAONA/, TOJMHY PEKH U BBICOKHME XOJIMBbI OMBIBAJIMCH XOJIOIHOW BOJIOW, KOTOpast
KaK TyMaH OOBOJIOKJIa YepHO-Cepble KaMHHU.

Bosa ¢ orpoMHO¥ BBICOTHI yapsijlach CHadasia 00 OJIMH BBICTYII, a OTTY/A, PacIlIECKaBIIKCh
T0 BO3J1yXY, Na/1aj1a Ha JPyrol KaMeHb — U Tak 0e3 KOHIa. MeJIK1e Karuii pacCerBaIUCh MO BO3AYXY,
HEJIONTO JIEPKAIUCh B HEBECOMOCTH U TOJIBKO TMOTOM OPOIIAIM KOTEJ BOAOMNAJA M IPUJIETAIOIIYIO
JOJIMHY, TOPHbIE KAMHU Y PACTyIIME HA HUX KYCTUKU U MOX.

Ecnu ornsgerbes BOKpYr, TO MOXKHO YBUAETh, Kak JIOJIMHA MO, BOIOMAJOM M XOJIMBI, CTEJNS-
uMecs nepes NyTHUKaMu, COEAMHSUIACh BOSAVHO MO/ YIJIOM JAJIEKO BIEPEIX U BHU3Y, MO/ TOPHBIM
OOpBIBOM, KOTOPBII YMEHbINAJICS OJkKe K CThIKY. Ha cThike jiexkar HeOosbinon Jiecok. Takum obpa-
30M, XOJIMBI JIEKAJIM Ha TOPKE.

Makcum nopakaicsi cBoeil ynaue, Beib eciv Obl TUIyH He BBITAIIM €ro M He BbUIE3 caM
XOTs1 ObI Ha IECATh CEKYHJI PaHbIIIe, TO CMEPTH ObLIO Obl He M30eKaTh — KAMEHHUCTBIE BBICTYITHI IIepe-
nomaii Obl eMy Bce KOCTOUKH. B Takue ceKyHAbl eMy JAeHCTBUTEIbHO XOTeNIOCh BepuTh B bora.
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Jlonro pemiv He CTOSITh U HE Pas3lIsblBaTh MECTHOCTb. Be3MOJIBHO JI0rOBOPUBIINCH, OHU
MOUUIY BHU3 MOJ] XOJIM.

Bokpyr ux okpyxajia COUHO-3eJieHasi TpaBa, TOJbKO OIMHOKOE OOJIBIIOE AEPEBO CTOSIIO Bja-
Jeke 1o xoiMoM. Berep cBoOomHO oBemBasl Bojika M MakcuMma, ocymasi MOKPOBATYIO IIEPCTh
U CHIPYIO OAEK/1y, TOHSIS1 U3YMPYIHbIE BOJIHBI 10 LIMPOKUM XOJIMaM.

— Oro! — ynuBwics: napeHs.

Ilon nepeBoM M Ha caMOM I0J1€ BUAHENUCH Jomaan. OIHY JieKalu B TEHbKE I0J JEPEBOM,
Apyrue naciuch. B oOmiem, 0ObIYHOE CTajo JIOIael, HO JIMIIb OIHO MX OTIMYAIO OT 3eMHBIX —
OOJIBIIION, OCTPOKOHEUHBIN POT, KPACOBABIIMIACS HA MaKyIIKe, OKPYKEHHbII T'yCTON TPUBOM.

— 51 nyman, oHu OBIBAIOT TOJIBKO B CKa3KaXx...

— A-a.... YHTOKH, — He TIpUAB 0COOOro 3HaYeHUe yAUBJIeHNI0 MakcuMa, cKa3asl BOJIK.

HemHnoro nocrosiB, mocMOTpeB Ha JIOmIaiell U MOPa3MBILUISIB HAJl UX «HOBBIM» Ha3BaHHEM,
Makc nomien Beneq 3a TuimyHoMm:

— Ay Hac pocTo eANHOPOTIHX. ..

[Mo nopore myTemecTByONIEH MapOYKe MONaIAIMCh Ha IJ1a3a pa3Hble MoJg00Ms 3eMHBIX HACEKO-
MBIX, KOTOPBIX HE BCTpeTUlb Ha 3emuie. Haj konocuBILeiicss BBICOKOM TPaBOM TO U JEJI0 IIPOJIETaIN
HEOOBIYHbIE MaJIeHbKHE PAa3HOIBETHBIE ITUYKHY, Iie0eya U urpasi B BO3ayxe. Y OJHOH U3 HUX Makc
yCIes 3aMETUTh KpacUBble CUHUE KPbUIbs C IPO3PAYHON KaliMOW Ha KOHIIE KaKI0TO Nepa, KOTopble
Ha coNHIe OJIeCTeNI U B OIMH MOMEHT JIa)Ke CBEPKHYJIM MApHIO MPSAMO B IJ1a3a.

OHM 1IUTM 1O HEIIMPOKOW TPOMMHKE MPOTONTAHHOM KOIZIa-TO )KMBOTHBIMU. [1o Kpasm Tporisl,
U3 TYCTOM TPAaBbl, BHIIVISIIBIBAIN KYIIaBKH, HO HE KaKue OOBIYHO — XKEJThIe, a PA3HBIX IIBETOB: CHHUE,
(roneToBbie, MATMHOBBIE — BCS pajiyra coOpasiach Ha OIHOM 1ojie. Makcum copBasl OOUH Oy TOHUUK
C CHHETO KyCTHKa, HO IIBETOK TYT K€ 3aBsl1 B €ro pykax. IlapeHp oka3asics B JIErKOM 3aMellaTelIbCTBE,
HO HE CTaJl 9KCIEPUMEHTUPOBATH C IPYTMMH 1IBETAMHU, U TIPOCTO MIeJ, HaOMoaas U3JaJTH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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