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AHHOTaAMSA

OnvH HeOOBIYHBIH CTyYail K3MEHUJI €0 XKHU3Hb Ha «JI0» U «IIOCTIE».
3Han 6b1 MakcuM, YTO 3arajioyHasi BCTpevya B TOT MOMEHT OTKpPOEeT
IUIsl HErO HOBBIM MHUpP. Mup, rjie BCe MPUBBIYHOE CTAHOBUTCS YYKUM
Y HEOOBIUHBIM, CTPAIIHBIM M 3arajiouHbiM... C 3TUM MHPOM €ro
CBSI3BIBACT MPOKJIATHE, KOTOPOE €My MPEJICTOUT Pa3pyIlUTh, YTOOBI
crnactu ce0s U BCex, KTo eMy jopor. Ho CKolbKUM emy TpeicTouT
PMCKHYTh M TIOKEPTBOBaTh, YTOOBI TMPOWUTH CBOM IyTh B 3TOM
HEOoOBIYaHO KPACBOM MUPE, TasIIIAM YTPO3Y €ro KU3HU?..
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I'maBa 1

3710 yTpO 00EIAo TaKoil ke OObIYHBIN [IeHb, KaK U BCEr/a.
MakcuMm ¢ TpyIoM OTKpbUI BEKH. Kaxx10€ yTpo OH HajesIcs, 4YTo
TPSITYIINI JIeHb TPEeIBEIIaeT YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE U CMOXET XOTh
KaK-TO U3MEHHUTb €r0 CKyYHYIO KU3Hb, B KOTOPOU JIHU CUACThS
ObUM KpaiiHe peaku. Ero pa3Oyaui HagoeUIuBbIiA IIyM U Hal-
PBIBUCTHIH criop 3a cTeHoil. To Obuti ponutenn Makcuma.

[Toutn Kax[aplil A€Hb OHU CCOPUJIMCH M CIIOPWIM MO IIy-
IbIM NPUYMHAM. MakcUM cuMTal 3T Crophl HEOOOCHOBAHHDI-
MU U JIETKO pa3peliMMbIMU, HO €My PEIKO YAaBaloCh yOeIUTh
B 4eM-TO poxauTeseid. Kaxpiil pa3 ObUT pUCK cCaMOMY TTOTIACTHCS
10J1 TOpsAYYyIo PyKy. M 3T B3pocble HaJpbIBUCTBIE TOIOCA, Pe3-
KMe BUKEHHUS U HelpeCcKa3yeMOCTh HEMHOTO ITyTaJld €ro Chl-
Ha. A TIOCJIe CCOpbl OIMH U3 POUTeNiel 00sI3aTesIbHO OCTaBall-
csl pa3gpaxeH, ApPyroi — paccTpoeH. Buaers rpyctHoe Mo Ko-
ro-160 13 OMM3KUX ObUIO OYEHb HEMPHSITHO U AYIIEBHO OONb-
HO. Criblllia KpyKyU, Makce Kaxplil pa3 Harpsirajics. eKTpude-
CKMI1 TOK NMPOOEerasicsi o MbIIIIAM, CTPEMSCh MPSMO K CepAiLy.
Bostb 1 4yBCTBO IyCTOTHI ¥ COKAJIEHHS JJOJITO HE OTIYCKAJIH €10,
KaXblii pa3 MOpOXkJasi CTpax pa3pblBa CEMbU.

He toporisick, mapeHs NpUIOIHSIICS U Cel Ha Kpail KpOBaTH.
Morsya, onupasch Ha JIOKTH, OH CHJIEJI OKOJIO MUHYTHI, JymMas
0 IyCTOM. 3aTeM OH OTOILEJ OT 3alyMUYMBOCTH U IPOTAHYJI PyKU
K JUKMHCaM, YTO BUCEJIM Ha CIIMHKE CTYJIa, CTOSIBILIETO HEJaJIEKO



OT KpoBaTu. HaTsHyB 1ITaHbl ¥ MOJOMAA K 3€pKaly, OH JICHU-
BO, C HEOXOTOW U OMIACEHUEM, B3IVISIHYJI HA CBOE OTpakeHue. Bbl-
COKMH, CTPOMHBIN, HE UMEBIINN XapAKTEPHOTO pesbeda MBIIIILL,
C B3bEPOIIEHHBIMU TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMU U MAJICHbKMMM CEpbIa-
MU-KHOITKaMH B yIIIaxX, IOHOIIA UCTIOIIOObS TJISI/IEN HAa OTpaKe-
HHME TOMHBIMU TJ1a3aMu. «Kakoi ke Thl. .. Mep3Kuii!» — po ceos
(bbipkHyT Makc 1 pe3ko oTBeJ B3IUIsi]1, 33ApaB I0JI0BY B CTOPOHY.

OH He mo0OuI1 CBOIO BHEIHOCTh. CunTtan cebs kKajaKuM U HU-
YeM He MpuMeyaTeSbHbIM 1 HECUMIIATUYHBIM NapHeM. BHyTpu,
XOTh CaM OH HE XOTeJI 3TOro MPU3HABATh, TAUJIOCh CTPEMJIEHUE
K COBEpIIICHCTBY, CAMOBIIOOIEHHOCT. IHOT1a, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-
TO 0001IpUTH camoro cebsi, CpaBHUBAJ C IPYTUMHU, OoJiee HeKpa-
CUBBIMU (KaK OH CUMTAN) JIOIbMU U AyMall, UTO EMY €Il TOBE3-
JI0, ¥ YTO OH ITPOCTOM MapeHb Oe3 KaKUX-JMOO0 U3bSHOB BO BHEIII-
HocTU. OKpyXKalolye ero JIoAW HE CUUTAIN €r0 HEKPACHBbIM —
JUIsl HUX OH OBUT MIPUSITHBIM M OYEHb JIaXke MPUBJIEKATETbHBIM.
Benp kaxaelil 4eaoBeK OCOOEHHBIN, 1 B MakcuMe ObLIO HEYTO
IPUTSATaTEIbHOE.

MBblI npUBBIKaeM K CBOEH BHEIIIHOCTH U, OLIEHUB ce0sl BO BECh
POCT, Mbl HAUYMHAEM KOIAThCS B CAMBIX MEJIKMX AETalsX, KO-
TOpble MOTYT OBITh HECOBEPIIEHHBIMU, TIOTOMY TyMaem, 4To
HekpacuBbl. HoO MMEHHO U3 3TUX JeTasieil, KOTOpble B YaCTHO-
CTH MOTYT Ka3aTbCsl HETIPUSATHBIMU, CKJIA/IBIBACTCSI OCOOCHHAS
BHEIIIHOCTb OJJHOTO €MHCTBEHHOI'O YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPOMY HE Haii-
TH aOCOJTIOTHOM KoImuu. YesioBeK CoBepIlleHeH B KaXI0W MeJlo-
91, 0COOEHHOCTH, XapaKTEePHOH TOJBbKO [1s1 Hero. [Ipocto sTomy



MakcuMm He Kejall 10 KOHIIa BEpUTbh, CChUIAsICh HA TO, YTO 3TU
CJIOBA JIMIIIb «OMPABJAHUS 151 HEYTAYHUKOB.

Oroiins ot 3epkaina, Makcum Hajen (pyTOOJKY M TOJICTOBKY
Y BblIEN U3 KOMHathl. [Ipoxoas mo Kopuaopy, OH KpaeM IJa-
3a ycres 3aMeTHTh, UTO Mara coOupasicsi Ha paboTy U HEPBHO
3aBSI3BIBAJI IIIHYPKU HAa OOTUHKAX. JIerko ObUIO MOYYBCTBOBAThH
€ro paspakeHue: HAMPSKEHHOE MBIXTAIIEe JIULIO, TPICYIIUeCs
NaJTbLIbl, TEPEOSIIME IITHYPKU.

Makc npouiest Ha KyxXHI0. 3a CTOJIOM CHJIEIa MAJIEHbKas J1€B-
JyIIIKa BOCBMH JIET, MEJIJIEHHO COOMPABIIIast IO MOJIOKY Pa3MOK-
IIMe KYKypy3HbIE€ XJIOIbsI JIOKKOU. ["pyCTHBIN U HEMHOTO CKOPO-
Hbi B3] CoHu, cecTpbl Makcrma, He MOJHUMAICS OT Tapei-
K. Mama, paccTpoeHHasi U pa3[ipakeHHasi, CTOsIa Y KyXOHHO-
IO CTOJIA ¥ pa3jvBaja ropssyud koge u3 Typku B ase ¢apdo-
poBble Yaiiku. OHa HE MPOPOHWIIA HU ciioBa. /KejaHusl TOBO-
pUTh, KOHEYHO ke, OTCYTCTBOBaJIO. B paccTpoiicTBe oHa Bcerna
MEPEOCMbICIMBAJIA CUTYALMIO, IPUIyMbIBaJIa APTYMEHTBI, KOTO-
pbie yKe MO3/IHO OBUIO CKa3aTh OIMIOHEHTY.

BHe3anHo TUIIMHY HapyIIWI Pe3KUI XJIONOK JIBEPbIO, OT KO-
TOPOT'O COIPOTHYJIOCh BCE, /AK€ CTEHbl KBAPTHUPHI IIEBEJIbHY-
JICh, a TIocyAa B mKady 3BsikHyJIa. MaMa cHauana nepeaepHy-
JIaCh, HO MOTOM YKOPU3HEHHO LIOKHYJIA SI3bIKOM B a/Ipec Myxka.

Makcum, cMOTpesn Ha MaTh, TOTOBYIO BOT-BOT BbIPYraThCs,
OCTOPOKHO MPUTSIHYJ Yallky ¢ kode K cebe 1 ornepcsi 0 Kpaii
CTOJIa, TIEPEJIOKHMB HOTY HA HOTY, U ME/IJICHHO OTXJIEOHYIT rOpsi-
YYI0 )KAJKOCTb.



Ero TpeBoXkHBII B3I/ yTKHYJICA B o COHM: OHA J10caj-
HO IIsifieNia B TapesKy ¥ 0e3 oco0Oro ammeTTta 3adepribiBajia
xJionbst. [IpocuneB Tak HEMHOTO, IEBOYKA BCE Ke 3aMeTHIIa Ha-
CTBHIPHBIN B3MJIs171 Opata. Ee Gonblime, mosHble AeTCKOi HauBHO-
CTH ¥ JOOPOTHI I71a3a, CIOBHO OYCUHKH, CBEPKHYIIH MO JTy9aMU
yTpeHHero conHna. CoHsl KUBHYJIA, TEM CaMbIM CIIPOCHB y Maxk-
cuma: «Yto xoten?». MakcuM Takke MeAjIeHHO TIOMOTaJ ToJIo-
BOW, U B3MJIsI AEBOYKM CHOBA yNal B Ty ke Touky. OH nmpopon-
JKaJl CMOTpeTh Ha cecTpy. Kakapiil pa3 OH Haxonui B €€ Iia3ax
Jaydan 1o0pa, 0e33a00THOCTH M HETIOPOYHOCTH, KOTOpasi CBOK-
CTBEHHA KaXJOMy MaJICHbKOMY peOeHKY, He TO3HaBIIeMY ToO-
PECTHBIX MOMEHTOB XM3HH. TeM He MeHee, MOKHO ObUIO pas-
IJISIIETh TPEBOTY U IPYCTh B ee B3rise. [IpuunHoii Tomy, Heco-
MHEHHO, pyraHb poauTesiell. XOTh AeBOYKa ObUIa Maja, OHa To-
HMMAaJIa, YeM 3TO TPO3UT IS CEMbH U €€ CaMOM, U HACKOJIbKO
3TO HEMPHSITHO.

Maxkcum 0CO3HaBaJI, YTO JOMAIITHHUE CCOPbI BIIMSIOT HA Jie-
BOUKY U TyOSIT ee MajleHbKoe Xpyrkoe cepaedko. CoHsl ObLia
HeMmasl. ... Ho 310 He ¢ poxnenus. HeoxuaaHHO, OKOJIO MOMTyroaa
Ha3aj1, OHa IlepecTaia TOBOPUTh. B TOT MOMEHT Bce Hamyrasmch,
HO OoJbIlie BceX OHa cama. PoauTenu Havasm BOOUTH ee K Bpa-
Yam, ricuxosoram. Bpaun HI4Yero He CMOTJIM OTBETUTD, a TICUXO-
JIOTH CKJIOHSTIOTCSI K TOMY, YTO BUHOW HEMOTHI SIBJISIETCS TICUXO-
JIorM4ecKasi TpaBMa, HaHECeHHAas! POIUTEbCKUMU CCOPAMHU.

Ho ponurenu, XOTh U 3a00THIIMCH O JI0OYEpH, HO HE TpeKpa-
many pyratbest. OHU IOUTH HE MPUCITYIIUBATUCH K CJIOBaM IPO-



(eccronanos, 6ynTo 10 KOHIA BEPHIIU, UTO C UX peOEHKOM BCe
B nopsiike. KaskmoMy u3 pogureneil He HpaBIJIOCh YTO-HUOYIb
apyr B napyre. JleHb 3a THeM Bce OOMbIIe HAXOMMIIM HEJeMbIX
noBojIoB A1 ccop. OHM yke M caMH yCTaJId OT MCXOJSIIEro
OT HHUX HEraTuBa, HO KTO-HUOY/b U3 HUX 00s3aTeIbHO Pa33ao-
puBain apyroro. Bee mukmmano. Koneuno, ccopsl He ObUTH Kak-
JOTHEBHBIMHU, HO OTHOCUTEJIBHO YaCThIMU.

MakcuM He CMOT MOJTHOCTBIO JIOBEPAThCS TICUX0JIOraM, Bellb
CTOJIb BHE3AITHAsI HEMOTA Ka3ajiach aOCyp/HOW, HO APYTOM MpH-
YUHBI HUKTO HAWTH He Mor. Makcy Ob10 xaib Conro. Kaxmaprit
pa3 IIsi/is Ha Hee, OH CTpajal, cepale ero ckumanocb. OH 0o-
SUICS, YTO 3Ta HEMOTA He npouzaeT. [leBouka elle coBceM Mala,
Uy Hee BCs XKU3Hb BIIEPE/IU, U TIPOBECTU €€ B HeMoTe OyzieT TH-
JKE€JIbIM UCTIBITAHUEM.

HomuB kperkuii Koe, MakciM CXBaTUJI PIOK3aK C y4eOHUKa-
MU, KOUX OBUIO HEMHOTO (B MOC/IEJHUE JHA Y4eOHOro rofa ypo-
KOB OBLJIO MaJI0), ¥ BBIILIEN U3 JOMA.

OH mouies NemKoM — rara ero JJaBHO He BO3WJI B LIKOJY, TaK
KaK eMy MPUXOAWJIOCh PAHO YXOOMTh U3 oma. Anekcent Cepre-
ey Kapenun npuxoguics Makcumy otuynMoM. PonHoi otent
Makca ymep, Korja mapeHbKy ObUIo Beero mnsth Jier. CoHs pe-
OEHOK OT BTOpPOro Opaka, Ho, HECMOTPsI Ha 3T0, MaKkcuM JIIoOWT
cecTpeHKy. [la ¥ ¢ OTUMMOM y Hero 3a Bce 3TO BpeMs CIOKU-
JIMCh TIPEKPACHBIE OTHOLIEHU . AJIEKCEel MPUHSLI ero KaK pOjIHO-
ro, a Makcum Jake He AyMas O TOM, YTO OTYMM SIBJISUICS KEM-
TO YY)KUM U TTOITOMY CHIOKOWHO U C JTIOOOBBIO HA3BIBAJI €0 «I1a-



OW».

Mawma Makcuma BbIIIa 3aMyk 3a AJIeKces BCKOpe Mocie
KOHYMHBI TIEPBOTO MYXa, BeJjb ObUT HEOOXOIUM MYKUMHA B J0-
Me, YTOOBI BOCITUTAHKE Y CTAHOBJICHUE IOHOIIU OBLJIO TIOJHOIICH-
HBIM.

Cenuac Makcumy cemHauarh, a, 3HAYUAT, C OTYMMOM OH MPO-
’KWJT TIOYTH BCIO CBOIO XKM3Hb. VIX OTHOIIIEHM s HUYeM He OTJINYa-
JIUCh OT OTHOIIEHWI POJHBIX OTIIOB M JICTEH.

CoJHIle SIPKO CBETHJIO M TPEJIO MO-JIETHEMY, XOTh Ha JIBOpE
CTOsIJT KOHEIl Masi, 1 rorofa Obuta eme m3meHunBou. [o ynure
npoOeraay TOMITB JIIOAEH, CIeNIMBIIMX HA PadoTy U MOTrpyKeH-
HBIX B COOCTBEHHBIE TIPOOIEeMBI, 3a00THI. ... U y Kakaoro Obun
CBOM MBICITH, CBOY TUIAHBI U )KU3HEHHbIE CUTYyalluu. Bo3MoXxHO,
KOMY-TO OBUIO Kya XyXxe Ha ayiie, yeM Makcumy. COTHU Jiiozieit
¥ COTHU Cy/ie0 nepecekatnch Ha oqHou fopore. Cepbe3HOCTh UX
JIMIT TIPUABaJia TAKOMY CBETJIOMY YTPY IeUaIbHbIA BUJI, 32CTaB-
JIs1a TIIyOOKO 33yMaThCsl M BCIIOMHUTSD TUI0X0e. Makcumy Obl-
JI0 JaKe CTBIAHO YNIBIOATHCS TIEPEe STUMHU JIIOIbMU, Beb KTO-TO
9YeM-TO OrOpYeH, OrevasjeH WM MPOCTO 301, U YJABIOKON CBOEH
napeHb MOT UX TIPOCTO erlie OOJIbIlle pacCTPOUTD, Pa303JTUTh.

[TosToMy mapeHb IieN, TaKKe YHBUIO YTKHYBIIWCh B 3€M-
mo B3rsgAoM. Ho cpeam rpyCTHBIX JTofei Mokas3aaoch Beceaoe
cymectBo. bemo-peikasi codayka ¢ OOBUCIIBIMU YIIAMH, C BbI-
BAJIMBIIUMCS U3 YJIBIOAIONIECHCS MACTH SI3BIKOM, «OOJIM3bIBajIa»
CBEXHI BO3/IyX, U TIOOYEPEHO IIIsA/esIa Ha MPOXOASIIMX MHUMO
moniert. YenoBeueckue mpoOiiemsl e HU K yemy. CoOake He Hallo



ObLIO ymath O padote, 3apadotke... Eif BaxkHa Apyxkeckas 3a-
60Ta 1 Kak Obl HAOUTH OPIOX0. B MpoXoAIMX JTIOASX OHA HCKaIa
NOIEPIKKY M COUYBCTBHUE, HO HUKTO Jjake He IJsien Ha Hee. ['o-
JIOMHBIE T71a3a Tca ¢ KAXKJOM CEeKYH/IO0W CTAaHOBWJIUCH TPYCTHEM,
SI3BIK CIIpATAJICA 3a 3y0amu, B ObLIIOE BeCellbe CMEHSIOCH Teva-
JIBIO.

— 91, npyxok! — Txo npousHec Makc, moaxons K KUBOTHO-
My.

3BepH ero JIOOWIN U TIOSTOMY YacTO TMPOSIBIISIA OTBETHYIO
no6porty. To 6bUT0 HEOOBSICHUMOM JTyXOBHOM CBSI3bI0, HO KUBOT-
HbIE PEIKO CKaJIMJIMCh HAa HETO WU OOSTUCH.

— Iorepsuica? Wnu cropa. .. — Makc otoiiien B CTOpoHKY. Ilec
nocnieioBai 3a HUM. FOHoIa npricesn Ha KOPTOUKH U TIPUHSLICS
yecarb IIca 32 YXOM, Ha YTO TOT OTBETHJI B3aUMHOCTBIO. — [la Thl
coBceM pyuHoii! Hy, naBaii, 4to iy, yromy Te0s. ..

Makcum nprBCTal U HaYaJl PhIThCS B PIOK3aKe B MOMCKaX Jia-
KOMCTBa /151 1ica. Ha ero ymady BHYTpr OOKOBOTO KapMailka
0Ka3aJIoCh CTapoe NeYeHbe B YIAKOBKE, KOTOPOE OH 3a0bUT J0-
€CTb.

— V¥ry, BOT....

Tyt pe3kast 601b Bpe3anach B miiedo Makca. OH CKpyTHIICS
OT HECTEPITUMOI'O YyBCTBA Pe3U, KOTOPOE CKOBaJIO Bee TeJo. Ie-
YEeHbE U PIOK3aK BBIBAIMJIOCH U3 €r0 PyK, U OH BMECTe C HUMU
PYXHYJ Ha acanbT. 3Bepb, CTOSBIIMIA PSAAOM ¢ MakCUMOM, CKY-
JI51, OTCKOYMJI OT CKPIOUUBIIIETOCSI IOHOIIIH, U, TIOJ[)KaB XBOCT, TIO-
NATWIICS Ha3al.



MakcuM HUKOT/1a TAKOTO He YyBCTBOBAJ paHee. ITo ObLIO HOo-
X0e Ha HOKEBOE paHeHHe MO0 paHy oT my/u. OH He UCITBITHI-
BaJI Ha ceOe MoJ0OHbIe paHeH s, HO ObUT YBEpEH, UTO TO B TOU-
HOCTU Takas sxe 6onb. [lapeHs, onupasich pykoir 06 accaisbt,
Jepxaics 3a 1edo. Tsokenoe IbIXaHuWEe YCKOPSUIOCh, U Karulud
XOJIONHOTO TI0Ta CTEKAIM K Ty0aM, jKaJHO XBATABIIAM BO3IYX.
Crpax, 60Jb, IMIOK — BCE CMEIIANOCh BHYTpH Makcuma, U 0co-
3HaBaTh POUCXOAUBIIIEE CTAHOBUJIOCH TSIKEJIEH.

Bokpyr npoxonuin Hapon, CIOBHO HE 3aMevas IOHOMIU. BbI-
paxeHue Jmia MakcuMa BbI3BIBAJIO TPEBOTY M COCTpPajaHUe,
HO TOJIBKO He y Mpoxoasimux Mumo joneil. [Tokpeitoe xonoa-
HBIM TIOTOM JIMIIO, UCIYTaHHBIE [JIa3a M pacTpenaHHble BOJIO-
Chl MAPHS TEPSUTUCH B ToJIE. JIUIIb HEKOTOPBIE JTIOIM 3aMevalln
IOHOIITY, HO YTO MX ocTaHaBmuBasio? OHU OyATO camMu OOSUTUCH
4ero-1o. ByATo 3a npocroe NpUKOCHOBEHME UM BOIIPOC UX MO-
€T KTO-TO HakazaTh. KTO-TO KOCO OIIIsiIbIBAJICSl HA HETO C OYe-
BUIHON Ope3rTMBOCThI0. MaKCHM MCKaJT B TJ1a3ax JIojIel cocTpa-
JaHUSI, HO B HUX YUTAJIOCh JIMIIIb TYMAaHHOE «E€MY ITOMOTYT»...

Brpyr cKkBO3b CHITYyITHI POOETAIOIIUX MUMO JIIOJIEH OH IOV~
MaJl B3MJIsA[L MOKUJION KEHIIMHBI, KOTOpasl 03aJau€HHO, CMOT-
pena Ha Hero uzganeka. OHa crosyla MO Ty CTOPOHY AOPOTIH,
Ha OCTAHOBKE, 3aIllOJIHEHHOM JII0AbMU. MaKCUM U 3Ta KEeHIMHA
CJIOBHO HE W3 PEaJbHOr0 BPEMEHU — COMPOTUBJISIIUCH MOTOKY
’KU3HU U O6erotHe Jtozieil. OHM CMOTpEITH JIpYT Ha Jpyra, HO Aajib-
nie Hu4yero He npoucxoamwio. Crapymka He nula kK Makcumy,
a TOJIbKO C 7KaJIOCTBIO 033JAYEHHO CMOTpeJIa He HEero. DTOT 3pU-



TeJIbHBII KOHTAKT MTPUOCTAHOBUJI aBTOOYC, TIOIBEXABIIHUH K OCTa-
HOBKe. OH OCTaHOBWJICS, OKM/Iasi, TOKa BCE JIIOAX BOUIYT. Ma-
IIMHA TPOHYJIACh C MECTa ¥ BHOBb IOKa3ajlaCh OCTAaHOBKA C €e
TUIACTUKOBOM KPBIIIIEH, CUSIBILIEN Ha COMHIIE. TaM HUKOTO He Obl-
JI0, B TOM YKCJIe ¥ CTAPYIIIKH.

MakcuMy TmOKa3ajlaCh CTPAHHOM Ta TMOXWJasl SKEHIIUHA,
HO ceiiuac eMy ObLJIO HE JI0 3TOr0 — OH CHOBA TepeBell BCe BHU-
MaHUe Ha HeOOBSICHUMYIO 00sb. CKPIOYMBIINCH, NAPEHb CTOSUT
Ha KOJIEHSX U kjaan nomoiy. [ToTuxoHbpKy Oonb Havyaja ocia-
0eBaTh, U OH TIOCTAPAJICS TIOMHATHCS C MecTa. [IBrKeHust ObUH
CKOBaHHBIMH, OCTOPOKHBIMH — MapeHb ITOKa OOSIICS JIBUTAThCA,
oracasich, 4To 00JIb BHOBb BEPHETCSI C HOBOW CHUJION. YOeauB-
IIKMCh, YTO 00JIb Ocadsa, Makc mogoOpan ploK3ak ¥ BHOBb Ha-
MIPABUJICA K IIIKOJIE, TOHAYATY IBUTASICh OY€Hb MEJICHHO, HO I10-
TOM TIepellies Ha HeOBICTPBIN I1ar, HHOT/IA OTJISAbIBAsICh HA OCTa-
HOBKY U OThEXaBIINIA OT Hee aBTOOYC.

[Monovinsa k mkone, Makcum yauBUWIICS — TUIONIAJKA OKO-
JIO 3[aHUSI TYCTOBaJa, M HEOOBIKHOBEHHAs TUINMHA IIapujia
Ha Hedl. OH CyJOpOXKHO J0CTal TeledoH U3 KapMaHa, TTOCMOT-
peJl Ha 9KpaH U TYT ke TOMYaJICsl BHYTpPb IIKOJbL. M3-3a 3TOrO
«yzapa» OH 103a0bLT O BPEMEHHU U Terieph oma3/ibiBal. BHyTpH
IIKOJIBI JIABHO pa3/iajicsi 3BOHOK, M BCE JIETH YKe JIOJKHBI ObUTH
OBbITH B KJIACCaXx.

Makc 6e3kai o KOpuaopy IIKOJIbI U ke He TyMaJl O MPOIILION
6omu: «JIumib Obl ycnieTh 3a0€)aTh B KJIACC PAHBIIE YUUTENS»,
HO 3T0 ObUI0 MasioBeposiTHO. [lomOexaB K nBepr KabWHETa, OH



BApYr octaHoBuics. Cepiiie KOJOTUIOCh OT BHE3AITHO OCTAHOB-
JIeHHOTO Oera, a pIXaHue ObLIO YYallleHHBIM. YYUTeIh MOT OBITh
y’ke BHYTPH, U BOerath B KaOMHET ObLIO HeyBaxuTesbHO. K To-
My ke HaJio ObUIO MPUIYMAaTh OIPaBIaHUE.

Han ronoBoii mapeHbka KpacoBasiach ropaasi U cypoBasi Ta0-
muka «32 kadunaeT. Pusnka». Yuurtennb (PU3nKu He ObLT 37TbIM
YeJIOBEeKOM, HO JIepKajl CBOMX YUYEeHUKOB B cTporoctu. Omo3a-
HUSI OH CYMTAJ HEMOA0OAIOIUMK, OCOOEHHO /ISl OMHHAIIIATH-
KJIACCHUMKOB.

['1y60OKO BHIJOXHYB, MOCTAPABIIMCH IPUOCTAHOBUTD yJallleH-
HOE JpIXaHue, MakcuM MocTydant B IBEPh M BOIIET B KJIACC:

— 3/1paBCcTBYITe, U3BUHUTE 32 OMO3/JAHUE, — TUXO M CMUPEHHO
npousHec Makcum.

— I[Ipoxoau naBaii, HET BPEMEHHU CIIyIIaTh, KaK Ha Teds yma-
JI0 IepeBO WM Hamajia CTasi IMKUX KOIIeK, — MpoOyOHMII ¢ Ha-
CMeNIKo (pU3MK, He OTBOAS B3IVISAA OT IOCKHU, 3aITUChIBasi Me-
JIOM TEMY YpOKa.

Makcum ¢ BUHOBATHIM BHJIOM HATpaBWIICS K cBoel mapre. OH
OXKMJIAJT KAKUX-TO YKOPU3HEHHBIX B3MJISJIOB M HACMEIIIEK CO CTO-
POHBI OTHOKJIACCHUKOB, HO HUYEro Moj0oOHOr0 He MPOMCXOIM-
JIO — OHU CTIOKOMHO CHJIENU 32 TIAPTaMU U JIeJIaji 3aIlUCU B TeT-
pajsx.

VpOK 11N CHOKOWHO, M Aaxe HYTHO. YUYeHUKaM HaCKy4Hu-
JI OHOTHUITHBIE 3a/1auu, (POPMYJIBl M HE COBCEM IMOHSITHBIE CJIO-
Ba 0 (pmsuueckux nporeccax. [locne Tsxenoro yueGHoro roaa,
Ja ¥ 32 BCEe 9TH OAMHHAINATH JIeT y4eObl BCEM MOPSIKOM Ha-



J0eJT OIMH M TOT K€ MPOILEeCC KaXAbl JeHb, a OCOOEHHO KO-
IJa COBCEM CKOPO 9K3aMEHBI, U3-32 KOTOPbIX KaXJIOMY U3 BbI-
IIYCKHUKOB ITPUXOIMJIOCh MHOTO TOTOBUTBCS Y CUJIBHO TIEPEKHU-
BaTh 3a Pe3y/IbTaT U30 JHA B ieHb. BHYTpH KabrHeTa ObLI0 THXO
U CIIOKOMHO, HO KTO-TO yMYApsIcs NepelentsiBaTtbes. PUsnk
CBOEH MOHOTOHHOH PEUbl0 BCE OOJBIIE YCHITLIS YIEHUKOB.

He cnymasa yuurensa, Makcum pgymann: «Yro xe ciayduioch
3TUM YTpoM?». DTO COOBITHE HE SIBJISUIOCh KAKMM-TO OCOOEH-
HBIM WJIM CBEPXBECTECTBEHHBIM, HO BCE € OBbLJIO HEHOPMaJlb-
HBIM, ¥ IIO9TOMY CJIETKA TPEBOXWIO I0HOUTy. OH CIBHHYN py-
KaB (pyTOOJIKM MOJ pacCTErHyTOM KO(TON U MOCMOTPEN Ha «pa-
HeHoe» revo. Huuero. [laxke nokpacuenust vet. Ho 60ib 1o-
NPEeKHEMY HEMHOTO 3y/IMJIa U KIJIa U3HYTPH.

['s15 Ha XMypbIX, YTKHYBIIHXCS B TETPAIb OJHOKJIACCHUKOB,
OH 3aMEeTHUJI OJIHO 033JaYE€HHOE JIMYMKO, KOTOPOE MISIENO MPSAMO
Ha Hero. Cujid 3a nepeaHeit naproii, JIusa odbepHynace K Hemy,
HO 3aMETHB €ro HECTIOKOWHBIE TJ1a3a, CMyTHJIAch U Mepedpocuia
B3[JIAJL Ha I10JI, a 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJIACh BIIEpE].

Kenanusi nmorpy3uThcss B TeMy Yypoka He ObUIO HHMKakKo-
ro. Makcum IOJIOKWII TOJIOBY HA JIafOHb, OINEPIINACH JIOKTEM,
Y CMOTpEJI B OKHO. MBICIM O ITyCTOM TEKJIM TaKke Pa3MEPEHHO
B €r0 roJioBe, Kak o0naka B HeOe, KOTOPbIE CTAHOBIJIHCH BCE Ty-
1Ie, C KaK/I0M CeKyH/I0N OOJIbIe 3aKphIBasi COTHIIE.

— ...Makcum? — BHE3aITHO TPOMKO MOCIIBIIANICA TOJIOC YUH-
TeJsl, ¥ mapeHb 0O0epHyscs. — [IoBTopr 3aKOH paiMOAKTHUBHOIO
pacniaja.



[apens ckoHdy3miics. OH He YJIOBUII HU CJIOBa 3a BECh YPOK,
¥ 3TOT BOIIPOC 3acTall €ro BPacIIoX.

—$1... s He 3HaI0, — HEYBepeHHO IpousHec Makc.

— Bor Tonbko uyTto roBopuwiu o0 3ToM. Kak Thl MoOkerb
HE 3HaTh?

—Hy...

— DTO MOTOMY YTO Thl HE CIIBIIIUIIL MEHs! — CypOBO MpepBaj
yUuTeNb, AKIIEHTUPYS] BHUMAHUE TSKEIbIM THIYKOM yKa3aTellb-
HOT'O MaJTbIIa B YUUTEIbCKUI cTON. — Hevero B o0akax BUTATh —
ThI CHIMIIb Ha ypoke! [Ipyrux Mpiciieit He TOMKHO OBbITh!

— A MOXeT poGeMbl JIMUHbIe? — He CAepKaCs MOJIONOH de-
JIOBEK ¥ CYpOBO OTBETUJI YUUTEIIO CKBO3b 3yOBl.

— A BOT JM4YHBIE MTPOOIEMBI HY’)KHO 0OCYKJaTh C MAMOYKON
Y TIANIOYKOU, — SI3BUTEJIBHO OTBETUIT (PU3UK U COCTPOMIT KUCITYIO
(buzroHOMMIO, OT KOTOPOH HA JIyIIIe Y IAPHSI YTO-TO MIEIKHYJIO. —
MeHs He BOJIHYET, YTO y BAaC TaM KaKue-TO MPOOJIeMBl.

Crnoa yuuTesnst 3By4aii Tak rpy0oo 1 U3eBaTeNbCKH, UTO Ja-
K€ OTHOKJIACCHUKY Makcuma CMyTHJIMCh U MBICIIEHHO OCYIUITN
(usuka. K1o-TO THXOHBKO OXHYJI, KTO-TO OOEPHYJICSI B CTOPOHY
NapeHbKa, OXKUAASI €70 PEeaKInHm.

Makcumy c TpyAOM yaaBanioch cedsi CAEpKUBATh — MPO3BY-
YaBIlIMe CJIOBA OUYeHb OCKOPOMIM ero. Makcum 3arpsiccsi, mooar-
POBEJ U 3aX0Tesl OyKBAJIBHO OPOCUTHCS HA YUUTENSI U BIICTIUTh
XOPOIIYIO TOIIEYHHY, HO TIOHUMAJI, YTO MOXET HaBJieub Ha ce-
0s1 6osbinve podaeMel. OH XOTes YTO-HUOYIb TJKOE OTBETUTD
B CBOIO 3aIIIUTY, HO HE MOT KOPPEKTHO C(hOPMYIMPOBATH CJIOBA.



Ot Geccumnust 1 Ge3bICXOTHOCTH OH MPOCTO CEJl 32 APTY, KPETKO
CKUMast KyJIaku, Ja TaK, YTO HOI'TH BIHMBAINCH B KOXY. KpoBb
BHYTpUY OypJnJia, JIUIO HANpPSIIoch. YemocTh M BUCKU CXKAJIO,
CJIOBHO B TUCKax. Jlenuc, apyr Makcuma, CMEBIINI ¢ HUM 3a OfI-
HOU TApTOM, OIIEHUB COCTOSIHHE APYTa, OMBITAJICS TIOTOBOPUTD
C HUM:

— He oOpariaii BHUMaHuUs, — 1IenHy.1 JleHrc, — OH Be/Tb MOHSI-
THS1 HE UMEET O TBOEH JKU3HMU.

Makcum, 3agymaBIINCh HaJ CJIOBaMH JIpyra, Hayasl yCIo-
KauBaThCs; KPacHOE, Pa3rOpsiMEHHOE JIMIO HAYaJl0 OCTHIBATb.
W TOJIBKO MOTOM HavyaJid MIPUXOAUTH XOPOIIIME U METKHE CJIOBA,
KOTOpbIE MOTJIN Obl MOCTABUTh HA MECTO YUUTEJIsI.

Bcé ocraBiieecs: Bpems ypoka Makcum crieldajibHO HE CBO-
JWJI T71a3 C YYUTeNs, crienensis B3rissaoM. CaM yuuTens nHorma
OpocaJl Ha HEero CTporue B3MIsAbl. DTa Oe3MOIBHAs BOMHA J1JTH-
Jack erie Aoarue (Kak rnokasanoch Makcumy) qBaaiarh MUHYT.



I'maBa 2

— Thl cepbe3HO mepekuBacllb U3-3a 3TOro? — PaBHOAYILIHO
cripocu [lennc. Ero 6ecriokoiinble pyKH Kak BCerjia YTo-TO Te-
peowmu. Ha ceit pa3 310 Obuta 3MelKa-rojoBojoMka. — Jlom-
’KEH e 3HATh YTO TaKoe «y4uTesb». [locTossHHbIE HepBBI, pado-
Ta.... Thl y HEro He NMEPBBIM U HE MOCJIENHUM. .., — OTPELIEHHO
rOBOPWJI I0HOIIIA, TSI/ Ha padoTy nasblieB. TYCKIIBIA CBET CTa-
PBIX JIIOMHUHECIICHTHBIX JIAMIT ITOOJIECKUBA HA JIMH3aX €r0 OYKOB
0OpaMJIEHHBIX B TOJICTYIO YEpHYIO TIacTMAcCy.

B ero pykax nosiBujiach yrionarasi Koopa.

— Ilc-c-c, — no-3menHoMy niporurien J{eHuc v MpUCTaBrJl Ur-
pYyIIKy K Jviry Makcima. B HeM 4acTeHbKO MPOSIBIISIIOCH MOI00-
HOe peOsiuecTBO, HO 32 PAMKHU OHO HE BBIXOJUJIO.

— XBaruT, — MIOMOPLIWICS YT PIOMBI IAPEHB U OTBEJI UTPYLIKY
IIPOYb OT JIMLA. — DTO INIYNO. SICHOE [EesI0 HEPBBI, HO MEPY-TO
3HaTh Ha/l0. Kak Obl 3a ’KMBOE YeloBeKa 3a/1eBacT.

— Heno TBOe, HO yxke 4epe3 Mecsl Bbl OyaeTre OOHMMAThCs
Ha BeIyckHOM. DTH 04U, K CYACTBIO, OBICTPO BCE MOAOOHOE
3a0bIBAIOT.

— Her. I1Ipo6nema B ToM, 4TO s He 3a0yay. TeOe JIerko roBo-
pUTh O TOM, 4TO TeOs1 He Kacasnock. Bee. Ilporry, Oosblie He 3a-
JieBayl 3Ty TeMy. Y3Ke M Tak yKacHO MEpP3KO Ha JyIle OT BCETO. ..

JleHuc Bce MOHSUT M pa3BEPHYJICA K MapTe.

— Chymaii, — HEMHOTO BUHOBAaThIM T'OJIOCOM TEpEBENl TEMY



Maxkcum. — C T00O# ClTy4asoch Takoe, YTO BHE3AIMHO CTAHOBU-
J0ch OOJIPHO B KAKOM-TO MECTe, a Ha JieJie TaM HU4ero HeT — HU
paH, HU cuHsKa. Eciu naxe He 000 4TO He yaapsuics.

—Hy-y.... {1 He 31a10. He npunomuio Takoro. boimur uyro-to? —
NouHTepecoBasics [leHuc.

— A? Her, ner. IIpocto cTpaHHas IITyKa yTpPOM IPOMU30-
nuia. ... — Pazgancs 380Hok. — Hy, myckan.

Havasnca ypok.

OTByieyeHue Apyroi TEMOI pa3roBopa He J1aJ10 MONI0KUTE T b-
HO pesynbrata. K cepouy Makcnma cHOBa momnepsia TOCKa,
¥ Mep3KO-00JIe3HEHHOE OSCCUITHE TIPOHUKJIO B MBIIIIIHI.

MunyTy 3a MuHyTOM Makc ciepxkuBan cedsi. B kKoHIIe KOH-
1I0B, K Cepe/IMHE ypOKa OH yMaJjl Ha MapTy, MOJJI0KUB PYKH MOJ
roJIOBY. XOPOIIO, YTO YYUTEJb HE JIENIAJ IO ITOMY ITOBOAY 3aMe-
YaHUsl, TaK KaK MOHUMaJI, YTO YYEHUK BCE PaBHO €r0 CIIYIIAET.

Beku BBepx, BeKU BHU3. BBepX-BHU3, BBEPX-BHU3. ..

«Tocka... Pa3Be clI0)KHO CONHITY XOTsI Obl HA MUHYTY BBITJISI-
HYTb W O3apUTh CBETOM 3Ty YHbUIYIO KOMOpPKY? Kaxaplil yro-
JIOK KJlacca MpHesICcs 1O TOIIHOTHL. Besblil MOTOJOK, YHBLIO-3€e-
JIEHbIE CTE€HbI, TPOTUBHO-KOPUYHEBBIN 10J1. [leHb 3a JHEM, JeHb
3a JTHeM.... MOXkeT 1o 3ToMy eire Oy/1y TOCKOBaTh B OymIyIeM,
HO 4YTOOBI CKYYaTh MO Y€MY-TO, OT TOIO HYXKHO YWUTH XOTsI Obl
Ha MUJTIO, XOTsI ObI HA TOfI...».

Ero B3r1511 OAHSIICS U OH TOHSUL, YTO OIMIMOAJICS] HACUET OT-
cytcTBus cBeta. [Ipsamo nepen HUM cupeia Kamejabka COJIHLA,



yhaBIas Ha 3eMJyi0 rae-1o 17 ner Hazaa. M3diiHble JOKOHBI ee
BOJIOC CITyCKAJIMCh MO CIUHE. [71a3Ku TO 03aJaueHo CMOTpen
Ha yuuTesis, TO B TeTpaap. Kak Obl OHa HEe CKpbIBaja, YTauTh
YTOMJIEHHOCTbh OT CKY4YHOro ypoka Jluze He ynaBajiochb. DTomy
Jydy HykHa Obuta cBobona! Eil Obl BeIOEKaTh Ha YIAUILY J1a pac-
TUIECKATh TEIJIO U PAJOCTh MO JyXkKalKe U IePEeBbSIM, UyTh OPO-
CHB TIPOXOXKHUX.

Makcumy, ssi Ha Hee, CTaJlo YyTh Teried W MpPUsITHEH.
Yro-To B Hewl Oe3yTenHO MaHWUJIO U oyapoBbiBasio. [lotaeHHoe
YYBCTBO MHTEpECA BhI3bIBAJIA JIEBYIIIKA, 2 TOTOMY MOJIOAIOMY Ye-
JIOBEKY OBLIIO JIOCTATOYHO TOTJISAETh Ha Hee, YTOOBI B AYIIIE YTO-
TO 3aTPerneTalio, a rja3 OTBECTU HE MOT.

— 9mo cmpannoe uyecmeo — unmepec. Kazanoce 6wl He nio-
008b, HO.... A Modicem éce-maxu N10008b? — 83b18A.1 GHYMPEHHUTL
2onoc. — Ix, nayar, ycnoxoiics! Imo auwo uzpywiku! Ho uzpamos
xouemcsi, 0a?

-/a...

— A He Oyman, umo eli He xouemcs? [adxce He oymaii nooxo-
Ooums. He xeamano, umoobwt ewje 601611€ NOMOM MYUUACS. ...

— Ja 3amknuce mot yoce! /Jlaii Hacradumces ero xoms Ovl
632/15100M...

MakcuMm ¢ HacnaxJIeHreM IJIsifieN Ha IEBYIIKY, U YTO-TO Tel-
JIO€ pacTeKasioch IO €ro Cepaiy.

— JIrooums modxcHo u He e3aumto. Toavko He 3aKpvieaii MHe
2nasd...



Kok

Bce ocraBmmecs ypoku Makcum nposes Kak B Tymase. [IBu-
rajcs, nucaj B TeTpajsx, JyMaJl [0 MHEPLUH, 110 paHee 3a/laH-
HOH IporpamMme, KOTOpYIo KOrja-To, OAUMHHAIIATS JIET Ha3ajl, 3a-
JIOXKWIN B HEM.

Kopuopbl HIKOJBI, KaK BCEra, KUILEIN YYEHUKaMH OT MaJia
10 BeslMKa. B Tonme kaxaplid HacTynasl uayleMy psioM Ha HOTH.
[Iym, BU3T 1 cMeX pa3HOOOpa3HENIIIKX T0JI0COB 3BEHE MO BCe
HIKOJIE. DTOT CaMblid IIYM JOCTaBIA1 Makcumy AuCKOM@opT,
BIUIOTb JIO 3BOHA B yIIaX.

[locne 3aHATHI, Pa303JIEHHBIN HA BCEX U BCS, OH YTPIOMO 1I1€JT
110 KOPUJIOPY B CTOPOHY BBIXOJA U3 IIKOJIbI, pACTAJIKUBAs], CIIOB-
HO CTaJI0 CKOIMBILETOCs B OJIHOM MECTE CKOTa, B CTOPOHBI Je-
teil. Hactpoenne Makcuma ynasno 10 «KpacHOM OTMETKH», U BCE
BOKPYT Pa3[pakaji He CTOJIBKO ITyMOM, CKOJIBKO TeM (PaKTOM,
YTO OHU PAAYIOTCs, CMEI0TCsl YeMy-To. OMpayeHHOe HaCTpOeHHe
NIapHS BBI3BIBAJIO Y HET'O OMEP3EHUE K 3TUM PaJOCTHBIM JIMLIAM.
OH B0OOOI1IE HE KeJTal BUAETD JIIONEH.

— 91, Makc! — eziBa CIIBIIIHO AOHECCSA YEW-TO 3HAKOMBIU TO-
JI0C, HO pa3o0parh, KTO 3TO KpHUaJl ¥ OTKY/A, ObLJIO CIIOKHO W3-
3a Iyma.

— Makcu-um! — rpomue pazgasics rojioc, U napeHb 0OepHyJIcs,
9TOOBI Pa3IJIsAETh 30BYIIETO.

Bricoko nmogHsATasi pyka, CJIOBHO pajap, yKa3blBaja Ha 4esio-



BEKa, KOTOpbIM MpU3bIBAJ K BHUMaHUIO. Pyka Maxana v nortu-
XOHBKY MTPOJBUTaJIaCh CKBO3b TOJIITY IIKOJBHUKOB K Makcy:

—IIpuBet! — u3 TOMIIBI BBINAJ CJIETKA MOTPENaHHbIA MaIbUHMIII-
ka. Ha ero nuue cusiia mumpokas yabiOka. [JJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH! 3a-
KPBIBAJIM YIIM Y MaJaJ Ha [J1a3a, KOTOPBIE CHSIM HEOIIpaB/IaH-
HoU panocTteio. [Io kpanHen mepe MakcuM He HaxXOAWJI NOBOJA
paoBaThCs U Mpe3pUTEbHO NoKocwiicA Ha [lennca. Ero prok3ak
€llle HE «BbILIEJ» U3 KyUd IIKOJbHUKOB U MOTAHYJ pacTpenaH-
HOTO MaJIbYMIIKY 32 COOOM.

— Bunenwce, maam yx... — Mo-mpocTomMy U 0e3 KeJaHus oT-
BEeTWJI MakcuM, OTHOBPEMEHHO CXBATUBIIM 32 PYKY «3aKEBaH-
HOT'O» NMApPHULIKY, Y BBITSAHYJI €TI0 U3 TOJIII.

— Byx! BoBpewms1, ciacu6o, — [IleHuc npuHsIICs PUBOAMTS Ce-
Os1 U PIOK3aK B MOPSIOK. Pe3KrM B3MaxoM ToJIOBbI HEOPEKHO
MIOIPABMUJT BOJIOCHI, PACHYIIMBIIMECS Ha JI0Y. — A Tbl, KCTaTH, 10-
yemy 6e3 MeHs JIOMOH morien?

— W3BuHM, 3a0bUI... — C MPEKHUM PABHOMYIIHMEM OTBEYAJ
Makc. — JIeHb cerofHs CTpaHHbIA KaKOU-TO.

— Tol mpo CunoTtuka? — Tak YYEHUKH 3a I71a3a Ha3blBAIM YUU-
Tens (PUBUKH, IOTOMY YTO TOT 4acTo OOJIes ¥ MPUXOJUI B KO-
JIy € CUILIBIM rosiocoM. M3-3a KaKuX-TO OCJIO)KHEHUI eMy MpU-
XOJUJIOCH CPBIBATHCS, OTYETO TOH MOBBIIIAJICSA Y BU3IJIUBBIN IO-
JIOC BbI3bIBAJI CMEX LIKOJIBHUKOB. — I e Tebe roBOpuII. ...

— Ha!... — Makcum XOTesl T'POMKO BbIPYraThCsl Ha Ha30WJIM-
BOTO JIpyra, KOTOpbIii BHOBb 33/1€]1 HENPUATHYIO EMY TEMY, — ...
HET — BECh JIEHb KAKOU-TO ...CMPAaHHblli! — BBIAEIWI APEHD I10-



Cclie[THee CJIOBO.
FOHomwm 1w no ynuie. B cpaBHEHUM ¢ yTpEeHHUM SIPKUM,
NpeABELIAIOIIMM TETUIbIN, AaXe KapKUil, IeHb, COJTHIIEM, BCE Tie-
peMeHmIoch. JKapKoe CBETUJIO CHPATAIOCh 34 TMEJIEHOI0 TsiKe-
JIbIX, MPAuHbIX cepbiX Ty4. OHU OCENM HU3KO-HU3KO, Ka3aJioCh,
MOXHO 3aJIeTh UX PYKOU, BBIH/I Ha OAJIKOH MHOTOSTAXHOTO JI0-
Ma. Tyum ObICTpO Oexkaiu, 3aTMeBasi CBOUMH OOPBIBUCTHIMH,
pa3BestHHbIMU OOKamu sicHoe Hebo. Betep 3aayBait 3a MBOpPOT
HETerUIoN TOJICTOBKM Makcuma, OT4ero TOT BeCh ChEeKHUIICS, KaK
BOpOOYIIIEK, U OT TAKOW TOTO/IBI e11ie OOJIbIIIe TTOMPayHeT.

— MoOXeT 4TO-TO Cepbe3HOe CIIYUMIIOCh? — OCTOPOKHO CIPO-
cun JleHric, 4ToObl HAPYIIUTH HEJOBKYIO May3y, KOTOpasi yrHeTa-
na ero. HecMoTpst Ha MaJieHpKUI paOOTAIOIIMI HAYIITHUK Y HETO
B yXe, eMy ObLJIO HEJIOBOK OTTOTO, YTO JAPYT MOTYHT.

MakcuMm B OTBET JIUIIb MOMOTAJ CIPSATAHHONM B BOPOTHUK
TOJIOBOM, IIeBeJIbHYB COOAuKy 3aMKa. JleHHrc He cTal JOKy4daTb
JpYyry ¥ MPOCTO 3aMOJIK, BEPHYB ObLIYIO TUIIIMHY, B KOTOPOM
JIMIIIb BETEP MOPOIO MPUCBUCTHIBA.

Makcum 11ie, mo3a0bIB O Ipyre 1 0 ToM, uTo JleHucy TpedoBa-
JIOCh KaKOe-TO BHUMaHKe U OOIlIeHNE, TIOTrPy3UBIIMCh B MpayHble
MbIcTH. Mypartiku npoderaiu o koxe. [ 71a3a, nojgHbie yHbIHUSA,
YTKHYJMCh B acaibThpoBaHHylo Tpomy. Cepble, OTpelleHHbIE
OT peaJIbHOrO0 MHpa, MBICJH BSA3KOM Maccoil OONTaIuCh BHYTPU
€ro roJIOBHI.

— MaJlb4MK, — THXUM 3XOM Pa3AaJiCsl PUATHBIN KEHCKUM TO-
JIoC.



Makcum 0OepHyJICs: BOKPYT HUKOTO He OBbUIO; PSIIOM IIIel
ovib JIeHuC U TOT, MO-BUAMMOMY, HE YCIbIIIA] HUYEro M3-3a
MY3bIKHM B HAYIITHUKE U ITPOIOJIKAIT UATH, CTIOKOIHO CMOTPsI BIle-
pen.

Henvic 1 Makc 1uti okoJio 3a0poIleHHbIX IByXdTaxeK. Mecto
9TO OBUTO OE3TI0HOE U MUMO TTPOXOIUIIO He MHOTO Jmofei. 1a-
pEHb He JyMaJl, 4TO 3TO 30BYT KOTO-TO APYIoro, Tak Kak KpoMme
HUX ¢ JleHrcoM MoOaM30CTH HUKOTO He ObLIO.

— Wpu cropa, — rojoc cran 3By4yaTh OTUETIMBEH, MOITOMY
MOKHO OBUTO MOHSITH, OTKY/Ja OH UCXOAWI. — MaKcu-¥M. . .

[Tapenb yaquBHIICS, YTO Ha3BaIM €ro UMsl. 3HAUUT, ITA KEH-
IIMHA 3HAJa €ro.

[IpucnymaBmmce, OH MOHSLI, YTO 3BYK KUAET CO CTOPOHBI 3a-
OpOIIEHHBIX JOMOB. Makc OrIsIHyJICS, HO HUKOTO HE HaIllesI, TeM
He MeHee JIIOOOMBITCTBO NMepedOpoIIo ero U OH PelIil y3HATh 30-
syuyro.

IloknHyB 3a3eBaBlIerocs apyra, Makc HampaBWICAd K JBYX-
9TaXKKaAM.

3acoxuias rpsas3b JOPOrH, BeLyLIeW 3a Yroj jJoma, Xxpycreia
101 HOraM#, KOTOPBIE IIIYCTPO NEePENPhIruBaIv KOJIOOMHBI U KO-
JIeu.

— Ma-akc! — BIpyr BHOBb pa3jiajics KpUK, HO Telepb UCXO/s-
i ot JleHuca.

«[lotepsin MeHS... Hy W JIaJHO», — MoAyMan Makcum, yxe
3ai/sl 32 Yroj W IMOJHOCTBbIO MPOMaB U3 MOJIsl 3peHUsl Jpyra.
B TOT MOMeHT ero 6oibilie BOJTHOBAJ 30BYIIUI KEHCKUH TOJIOC,



yeM OpOIleHHBIN ApyT. Makca caMmoro yauBIIsIo TaKOE HarjieBa-
TEJTbCKOE OTHOIIIEHHE K TOBAPHIILY C €0 CTOPOHBI, HO OH, 3a0bIB
O MPUHIMIAX, 11 HABCTPEUy royiocy.

— 4... — BApPYr UyThb OTUETIMBEN pa3fajicsl KEHCKUH ToJIoc,
HO TYT e ObLJT IPEepBaH.

— Ma-akc! — Haniepe6oii xkeHCKOMY 30By Kpuuau JleHuc.

«Hy, nomomuu, npomry! Minyu cnokoMHO JOMO# !» — MbITascs
MBICJIEHHO JIOKpUYaThCs 10 Apyra Makc.

Ot 3naHus Bessio 4eM-To MpayHbiM. [locMoTpeB Ha Oapak
C Ipyroi CTOpOHbl, MakcuM 3aMeTHJ1, YTO JIIOAY B HEM €l1le KU-
BYT, HO Cy/1s1 IO BCEMY HeOJ1aronoyYHble CeMbH, Y KOTOPBIX JpY-
rOro MPUCTAHUIIA MOMPOCTY HET. 3aHUe CTapoe, BETXOE, TOr0
U DJISIAM CTIOKUTCS] KaK KapTOUHBIA JOMUK. «M Kak B HEM Joau
emie kuByT?!» IT0JIOBUHA OKOH 3aKOJIOYEHO, a OUH MOIBE3]] BO-
Bce 3a0poriieH. TonbKO MOAPOCTKH MPOOUPAIOTCS Ty/a, CKBO3b
3aBaJieHHbIE JJOCKaMU JIBepH, 4TOObI oOanoBaTbest. Cpeau 3Tux
CaMBbIX PeOsIT Ha CITyXy XOASIT CTPAIIIIKY, YTO TaM KOTO-TO yOu-
71, a TPyH Tak ¥ He Hanuti. [TosaToMy moOONBITHRIE TAllaHsTa
Oeranu Tyna, HarlepeKop 3arperam poAUTesIeH.

OT 31aHUS HECJIO CHIPOCTBIO. Y OCHOBaHMS JIOMa JIOCKH U 1ie-
MEHT MTPOrHUJIH, TTOKPBUIMCh MXOM U IUIeCEHbI0. MypaBelHUKH,
KOTOPBIM TYT CAMOE MECTO, PsIIKOM IOCTPOMJIUCH BAOJb XOJIOA-
HOW, CEpOM LIEMEHTHOM OCHOBBI. llepBasi BeCeHHss TpaBa yxke
ycresna BBICOKO Mpopactu, 3a0uBasi crapylo, xKyxJjayio. Bmecre
C Hel IOTUJIUCh MaJIEHbKUE OJyBaHUMKH U MaThb-Mauexa. Ho stor
«KHMBOH YroJIOK» OMpayaj Mycop: OKYPKH, MSTbIE aJJIOMUHKE-



Bble OAHKU U TMpovasi epyHja. Jlaxe 4To-To U3 CTaporo JoMari-
Hero oOMxoja, HarpuMep, OUThIe TapesIku, OOOPBAHHBIE KYCKU
MeOeu. . .

Makcum orsiien Kaxaoe OKHO: 3aHaBECKM Ha HUX ObUIM
MOTpeNaHbl, TPSI3HBIE, T/Ie-TO UX MPOCTO HE OBbLIO, U MOITOMY
BUJIHEJIUCh HETTPUOPaHHbIe MpaYyHble KOMHATHI, C HEKPACUBBIMU
IPSA3HBIMU cTeHaMU. B HEKOTOPBIX OKHAX HE XBaTaJIo CTEKJIa, Me-
CTaMM OHU ObLIM MPOCTO pa3duThl. B 00iem, MmpayHoe Mecto,
BBI3BIBAIOIIEE HEMPUSATHBIEC OIIYIIEHUS], OTBPAIIEHHE U HEKOTO-
PbIN CTpax.

B oaHO U3 OKOH BBITJISABIBAIA MaJIeHbKasl EBOYKA, JepiKa-
11asi B pyKax NOTPeNaHHOro TUII0IIEBOro MUIIKY. Bun y Hee Obut
KAJIKUI, CXOXKHI C €€ TPSI3HOW UIPYUIKOW: 4yMa3oe JIMYMKO,
pactpenaHHble BosioceHKH. Cepjilie mapeHbKa CKaloch OT OTHO-
o TOJILKO ee Buja. EMy cTaso kaab u3My4eHHYIO IEBOUKY, KO-
TOpasi He 10 CBOEM BOJIe BHIHYK/IEHA KUTh, & TOUHEE BbIKUBATD,
B CTOJIb y’KacHOM mecTe. O4eBUAHO, POAUTENH ee ObLIM 3aHs-
Thl COOOM, HEMTPOOYTHBIM TMbSTHCTBOM M TOJIKOM HE YXa)KUBAJIU
3a HeW, He BOCUTHIBAIM pedeHKa. Cyas mo BceMy, OHA Jlaxe
HeJoeaa.

OH cTosIT ¥ CMOTpeN Ha IEBOYKY, HEe 3ameuasi, YTO HaJl HUM
crymaercsi TeHb. Yl 3aMeTus1 4To-1o CTpaHHOE, TOJILKO TOTAA, KO-
ra IeBOYKA CTPAHHO MEepeMeHUsIach B Juile. YbOKa Ha ee 4uy-
Ma30M JIMIe CMOTpenach HegoOpo, XuTpo. ToHkue ryOKu cxka-
JIMCh K JIEBOU IIeKe, a I71a3KU CMOTpPEJIM Ha YTO-TO Mo3aau Mak-
cuma. BelpaxeHue ee JiMia MOKa3ajloch MAPHIO MOAO3PUTENb-



HBIM, HO 000OpauMBaThcsl OH He cTan. Ho Korma oH mocMmotpen
Ha 3eMJIIO IO/l HOTaMH U YBUJIEN TEHb, IMIOXO0XKYI0 HA OTPOMHOTIO,
CTPAILIHOTO 3BEpPSl, KOTOpas IUIaBHO ABUralach MO sAMaM M JIy-
*Kam, cepjtie OyITo YILIO B MATKH.

«be3 pe3kux aBmkeHmi! Imo MoxeT Haracth Ha Teos1. Crio-
KOWHO. ..» — HaKa3biBaJl caM cebe Makc. BbiT Jn 3T0 3Beph Wi
CTpaIIHBII amban ¢ 1yOuHON HarepeBec — HescHO. [lapens yxe
NIPUHSLICS pyraTh ceds 3a TO, YTO, He TIOIyMaB, Molie cioa. Mo-
JKET, 9Ta caMasi AeBOYKa 3HaJIa O IPsAYIIEM U OTBJIeKala BHUMA-
HUE MapHs.

Makcum Hanpsres.

[To3abbIB 0 Haka3zax camoMy ceOe, MapeHb Pe3KO MOBEPHYII-
sl M y’Ke coOrpaicsi OpOCUTHCS HAIEPEKOP OTPOMHOMY [IsIIbKe,
HO TYT k€ HEJIOBKO IOIIATHYJICS U yOpasl rpo3Hyio rpuMacy. [le-
pell HUM CTOsiIa MwIas crapyiuka. [J1a3a ee yromieHo cMoTpe-
JIM Ha IOHOIIY, a TYOBI PACIUIBUIACH B YJIBIOKE, YBUJEB PEAKIIUIO
Makcuma.

Maxkc nouyBcTBOBasT ce0si HeloBKO: «Hamo xe Oblio Takoe
BbIIaTh! DTO Bellb MPOCTasi CTapyllKa, U, TIOXOXKE, OUeHb Aaxke
Jno0pasi».

— 970 Benb Bbl MEHA 3BaM? — cipocui napess. [lonsitancs
Pa3psIUTh OOCTAHOBKY.

— Jla, — crapylika CHOBa MWIO YJIbIOHYJIaCh U MOPIIMHKHU
y [J1a3 CJIOKWINCh B T'YCUHBIE JIAIIKH.

MopIIMHKY HE TOBOPUJIM O €€ BO3pacTe — CKopew, ObLI el
k mny. Ha cekynny Makcumy nokasaaach 3HAKOMBIM 3TO BbIPa-



JKEHUe JIMIIA. .. — 9TO OHA TOrJja PAaBHOIYIIIHO HA0JI0/1a7a 3a TeM,
Kak oH Kpiouwmics ot 6omu! Ho He TONBKO 3TO MOKa3aioch eMy
3HAKOMBIM. .. YTO-TO EIIIE. . ..

— MHe Hy)HO ObLJ10, 4TOOBI ThI PHILIEN clofia oauH. Haneoch,
ThI IOBEPUIIIbCS MHE W MPOKJIEIIb B JIOM, MHE HYKHO paccKa-
3aTh TeOe Koe-4To BaxkHoe.. KoHeuHo, eciv Thl He OOUIIbCs. Xe-
Xe... — Mo-100poMy yCMexHyJach xeHimuHa. OHa BUzesa, 4to
napeHb ObLT B CMSATEHUH OT BCErO MPOUCXOSIIEro. — ITo Oyaer
TeOe TOJILKO Ha MONb3y. A MHAYe 3Ta JpsiHb — OHA THIKHYJIA MaJTb-
1IeM OHOIIIE TIPSIMO B TO MECTO, TJie YTPOM XKIJia HyTpO OO0Jb, —
OyzieT My4aThb TeOs1 6e3 KOHIIA.

IOHo111a oToponern.

— XO0po110, — HEYBEPEHHO KUBHYJI Makc.

— Bot u npaBmibHO! — cTapyIiika CHOBa MIJIO YJIBIOHYJIACh.

[Tapens mocaenoBai 3a MOXUION KeHIMHON. OHa moAoILIa
K 3a0pOILIEHHOMY MOJbE3/ly M Clerka OTOABHHYJA JOCKY, Ipe-
rpakIAIoNIYI0 BXO/I B MObe3/1. MaKc CKOJIb3HYT BOJTHOM BOKPYT
Hee ¥ MHTEJUTUTEHTHO TPUAePKasl OTCHIPEBIYIO U HATIOJIOBUHY
TIOKPBITYIO MXOM JIEPEBSIIIIKY.

«Heyxenu oHa aefictBuTesIbHO TYT kuBeT? 1 myman, Tyt Bce
KBapTUPHI OpOIIIeHbI» — IIpoOeskaia MBICITb B ToJloBe Makca.

CreHkM mobe3a ObUTH KEJITHIMU OT CBIPOCTH M IIPOTEKIIIEH
BOJIbI HaOEkKaBIIIel U3 CTAPBIX KBAPTUP U MPOTHHUBIIECH KPBIIIIH,
a 3aCTOSIBILIEVCS 3araxX THUJIbsI 3aCTaBUJI MOMOPIIUTHCS MakcH-
Ma ¥ JIBIIIAaTh yepes pas. «Kyna e s momait. . .» — 10caiHo JyMal
IOHOIIIA, HO TENEPb €EMY HUKAK HE YWTH.



KBaprupa xeHmumHbl Obl1a Ha TiepBOM 3Take. Ctapyika oT-
Kpbuta aBepb. [loxoxke, oHa Jaxe He ObUTa 3amepra. A OT KOro
3anupaTbcsa-To? Pa3Be KTO-TO MOT MOyMaTh, YTO 3[1€Ch KTO-TO
KUBET.

[Mapens 3aren, oxxuiast yBUIETH 00OAPAHHBIE 000U, IPSIXITYIO
MeOesb ¥ MUTAIOIIYIO JIAMITOYKY, HO OKa3aJIoCh COBCEM HMHAve:
CKpPOMHBbIE, HeOpOCKHE OXPOBBIE 000U, XOPOIIIO COX PAHUBIITHECS
C MPOIILJIOTO BEKa; CTapblid, CKPUMSAIINI NAPKET U YAUBUTETbHON
KpacoTbl MeOesb. BbICOKUH rapepod moj1 caMblid IIOTOJIOK, TT0-
KPBITOM CBETJIBIM JIAKOM, BCTpevasl rocts y nopora. Ha ero cren-
Kax 1 JIBepKax KPacoBAJIUCh PE3HbIE Y30Pbl pa3HOOOPA3HENIIINX
(opm. 3aBUTKH, IBETOUKH, OJIEHATA, BETOYKU — BCE ITO Pa3oM
yMeIIajaoch Ha OMHOM IKady Kak Ha KaprtuHe. Kazasocsk, ecim
OTKPBITh 3TOT IIKa(, TO MOKHO OBLIO MOMACTh B CKa3Ky, HO, KPO-
Me CTapOM TMbLJIBHOW OfICXk/IBl M MOJIA, BHYTPY HUYETO He OBLIO.
AKKYpaTHO U U3SIIHO BbIPE3aHHOE IEPEeBO ObLIO MOKPHITO Jia-
KOM, OT 4ero Ka3ajoch 30JI0ThIM, a COTHEUHbIE JTYUHKH, ITIE/IITHIe
U3 OKHA KyXHH, CUSUIM TaK, CJIOBHO caM MIKa( ObUT COTHIIEM.

— HpaBurcsa? — 06alymika 3aMeTWia 3auHTePECOBAHHBIN
B33 Makcuma. — Myx Belpe3ad.

Crapy1ika I3MeHUJIach B JIMIIE: IJ1a3a OMYCTUIIMCH B MO, a TY-
OBl e/1Ba 3aMETHO JIPOTHYJH, CIIOBHO TEMH CJIOBAMH CIyYaiHO
3ajiefia OHa JIABHO TOTYXIIYI0 OOJb. YCOXITMMH, HEMOIIHBIMH
naJibllaMy OHa MPOBeJa PyKOU MO ofHOMY U3 y30poB. C TOCKOM
OHA CMOTpeJia Ha IepeBO, BOCIIOMHHAsI Obuble TofIbl. Ee Tsikenoe
JbIXaHUE — €TUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOKHO OBUIO CIIBIIIATH.



[Moxunast keHIMHA rTyOOKO Habpasia BO3AyXa U CKa3aa, OT-
JepHYB PYKY:

— Hy najiHO, mpoxoay Ha KyXHIO, MHE ellle MHOTOE HaJI0 pac-
CKa3aTb.

Ila m Makcumy ObUITO KaK-TO He 10 ceOe OT CO3JaBIIEerocs Ha-
TIPSIKEHU L.

OH npories1 B MaJIeHbKYI0 KyxHI0. CBeTJIO-OMpro30Bast Kpac-
Ka ¥ U3BECTKA Ha CTEHAX U MOTOJIKE MpeBpallaiyd ee B 00JavKo.
Cro, CTybs, TApHUTYP. .. — BCE OTJABAJIO CTAPUHOM.

— [pucaxuaiics, — crapyIika yka3aia Ha TaOypeTKy BO3Jie
crosa. Cama e B3sJ1a CO CTOJIa [IOYEPHEBIIUH OT KOTIOTH YaHUK
32 KPUBYIO YUKy U TIOCTaBWJIA HA OTOHb.

— 51 Buzena, 4To ¢ TOOOU CIYYMJIOCh YTPOM, — OHA TpHUCENa
PAIOM C IOHOILIEH.

— Ha, s y3Han Bac, — o Juiy Makcuma rpoOeskana jerkas
yJbIOKA.

— W3BuHU, He cMoria noMoub. [Ipocto He 3Hana kak. U no-
AymaJa, uyto OyIeT Jydile, eClii paccKaxy 00 3ToM mo3sxe. boib
ObUIa BHE3amHas, He Mpas/ia i’

[TapeHb KMBHY B OTBET:

— Panpiue takoro He ObUT0. B TOM Mecrte 10 3TOro HUYEro
He OO0JIeIIOo /1a U ceiyac paHbl M OO HE OCTAJIOCh. DTO OBLIO M-
KO 0OJBHO!. .. — Makc NpUHSJICS OKUBJICHHO PacCKa3bIBaTh.

— Mowu npennonoxeHus onpabiaiuch, — KUBHY/A KEHIIMHA,
nepebuB ero. — Torma s B moOoM ciiydae He cMmoria Obl Tebe
TIOMOYb.



Makc 3aMHTEepecOBaHHO MPUITOAHSIT OPOBb.

— MHa, 310 crpanHble Bemy. Co MHOM TOXE 3TO CIy4asloCh
paHblIIIe ¥ cefiuac nmopoio Aaet o cede 3HaThb. Y TeOs Beb He OCTa-
JIOCh HUYETO Ha Tesie?

Makc onyctut pykaB (pyTOONKHA U CHOBa yOenuics B TOM,
¥ MOKa3aJ €M, YTo JJa)Ke CUHSKA HE OCTaJIOCh.

— Ha, na... — 3aaymanach KeHiuHa. — He npunomHio, CKosib-
KO JIET MHE Torja OblJIo, KOIjia BIEPBbIE ITO CIyUUIIOCh, MOKET
JBaJIaTh, MOXET BOCEMHAIATh... HE B TOM CyTh. B o01iem,
TaK e CIIOKOWHO IIIJIa, KaK BAPYT OOJb Pe3KO Bpe3aach B CIU-
Hy.  ynana, ckprounBivcs ot 6ou. Hapon Torna 601 4yBCTBU-
TeJIbHEN — BOKPYI MeHs1 coOpasachk Toimna. Jliogu He NoHuMaIu:
TO JIM TIPUTIAJIOK y MEHsI, TO JIM OOJe3Hb KaKasl, — paccKa3blBajia
JKEHINMHA, BJOOABOK IIIEBEJIsI TOJIHKO MPABOM PYKOH, a APYrou
OIupajach 0 KojieHo. — OAUH MyX4YMHA U3 TOJIIIbI MPUTIOAHSLT
MEHs U CKa3aJjl, YToObl 5 1114 32 HUM. Bosib MOTUXOHBKY Havyasa
cnajarth. Mbl ¢ HUM JIONTO pa3roBapuBaJii, OH OOBSICHUII, B YeM
Mos1 ipodiiema. [ToToM mompocH MeHs JOBEPUTHCS EMY U TTOBET
MEHsI K CBoeMy jioMy. He ToBepUThCs eMy ObLIO CIIOKHO — B €0
CJIOBax ObLIO CTOJNIBKO. .. qylu. VICKpeHHe MeHsl TOHUMaJ, pac-
CKa3aJl Kakaylo JeTajb.... [IoToM MBI IPOCTO Pa3roBOPUIIUCS.
A Kakoii xe OH ObLT KpacoTsl, — yIbIOHYIack Oabymika. — Koraa
MBI JIOIIUTH JIO €r0 KBapTHPHI, OH MOAHSIICS K cebe, a BepHYJICA
C 4eM-TO B pykax. Huuero He roBops, oH 10CTaJl U3 LIKATYJIKHA
BOJIIIIEOHOM KPAcOTHl KAMEHb.

Crapy1ka npepBaJia pacckas U yluia B Ipyryio KoMHary. Ko-



IJIa OHAa BEpHYJIach, B ee pyKax ObUT HeOobIoi cBepToK. OHa
AKKypaTHO, TPOKAIUMH TaJIbIIaMK pa3BEPHYJIa Kpasi CHHETO aT-
Jaca, ¥ OTTyaa OrecHys1 KameHb. OHa oTana cBepTok Makcy.

[TapeHb OCTOPOKHO B3sJI KAMEHb M HaBeJl Ha CBET OT OKHA.
Pany:xHblii iepevB 3acBEpKaJl B MOTYIPO3PAYHOM, CJIETKA MO-
JIOYHOM TIO HErpaHEeHBIM KpasiM, MUHEpase, TIOXOKeM Ha ame-
THCT. Bce OTTeHKM (hUOIETOBOTO CUSITU BHYTPH KaMHS.

— HeoObruHblii, He npaBaa u? — CTapylika MpojoiKuIa CBOM
paccka3. — OH MHe paccKaza JieTeH1y.

«OnHaXap, B MUpe, TJe IApCTBOBAIM 3BEpU, W TJe JOIU
He 00JIaJaJTi BO3BBIINIEHHOW CUJIOW B TIPUPOZE, OIUH MOJIOIOM
YeJIOBEK U3 MaJIEHbKOTO CeJIEHH I IOIPYKUIICS cO 3BepeM. [Ipyx-
0a ux OblIa Kpernka, U MaIbUMK 3aX0TeN TPUPYIUTh KUBOTHOTO
W TIpUBeCTH B cenienne. Hapox, y3HaB 00 3TOM, B3OyHTOBAJICS:
«HeyxT0 yenoBek MOXET APYXHUTh C TeM, KTO ero noemaer?!».
Jlionu npukazanu emy U30aBUTHCS OT 3BEpsi, HO MAJTBUYUK ObLI
BepeH npyry. OH He Mor ero OpocuThb. Torma OH MOIIeNT MOJIUTh-
csl B XpaMm, HajiesiCh Ha TOMOIIL BCEBBIIIHETO, U CITYYHIIOCH 1Y-
no! — Bor emy orBetu: «Eciu 1pyx6a Mexay 3BepeM U 4esio-
BEKOM CTOJIb KperKa, TO Terepb Bce OyayT KUTb B FAPMOHHU.
3Bepb OyJeT YTUTh YesloOBEeKa — YesioBeK OyleT JToOUTh 3Bepsi.
Otaeine Oynet Tak! Ho eciu e Thl, MaJIbuMK, Tpe/ialib HOBOTO
Apyra, TO CeMbsI 3Beps1 OylIeT MyUYHThCSI OT THETa YeJIOBEUECKOTO.
W myku coBectu OyayT Tep3arh TeOst BeuHo. Tak Oyner ¢ Kax-
JIbIM M3 HApOZIa TBOETO U CeMbU. ThI 5k HaKa3aHUSI B TOM Ke CITy-
Jyae He W30eXKHUIIb: KOJIb MHCTUHKT TpeacT Te0s, — oOpaTuiics



OH K 3B€pIO, — U Thl HE CMOXEIIIb TPOTUBUTHCS TIPUPOJIE CBOEH,
TO MOTEPSCIh «IyKOro OpaTa» HaBCeraa, U Kak/pli U3 Bac Oy-
JeT cTpajiaTh. Terneph BbI O/IHA AyIa U Ballia MPeJaHHOCTh Oy/IeT
XPaHMUTHCS B 9TOM ajTape, U MoKa TOPUT OrOHb, Bbl Oy/IeTe KUThb
B rapMoHHM» . — OH yKa3aJ Ha aJITaph YTO CTOSLI TIOCPE/IU Xpama,
B YaIle KOTOPOro, KaK 1o BOJIIEOCTBY, 3arOpPeJICsl OTOHb.

Korja Manbuuk 1 3Bephb BBIILUIN U3 Xpama, OHU YBUJIENHU, U4TO
’KMBOTHBIE TIOMOTAJIH JIIO[ISIM, a oy 3a00TUiHCch o HuX. Ho 3Be-
ps1 Gecriokowyu cioBa bora: «...cembsi 3Bepst OyJeT My4YUThCS
OT THeTa YeJIOBEYECKOTO...». 3Hast O TOM, UTO YEJIOBEK MOXET
ero npeaarhb, 3Bepb yayMasl U30aBUTLCS OT Yrpo3bl U HAMACTh
Ha JIpyra, COBceM Io3a0bIB O TOM, KaKasi Kapa kJeT ero 3a 3T0.
W BOT ofiHAKIbI 3BEPh HE3AMETHO TOIKPAJICS K IPYTy U HaOpO-
cuics c3aau. YenoBek ke caM BpeMeHaMH Oracajics U MO3TO-
My BCerja HOCWJI Mpu cebe KJIMHOK, U BOT, KOIJIa 3Beph Hara
Ha HEro, MaJIbuuK JA0CTaJl OCTPUE U IPOH3MIT «UYKOTr0o OpaTtax.

Bor pasrueBasicsi, y3peB KapTuHY pacrpaBbl: «Bbl 06a ociy-
IIJTCh MEHSI — OTHBIHE BECh POJI 3Beps1 Oy/IeT MyUUThCS B OJTH-
HOYECTBE, a YeJIOBEK, 3a0paB ero caMoro JI0OMMOro ChiHa, Oy-
JeT YrHeTaTh ero M MYYMThCSl caM. Bbl ObLIM OHOM AyIION —
€10 ¥ OCTaHeTeCh, HO COETMHATH Bac Oy/IeT equHoe rope U OOJb.
A eciu e 0co3HaeTe IOPOYHOCTh COZIESTHHOTO U 3aXOTHUTE WC-
NIPAaBUTHCS — Bl Hal/IeTe APYT Apyra U JIOKaXUTe, 9TO BEPHOCTD
Ballla HEMOKOpPHA pasiiyke u ccopam». Torma Bor otnan moro-
JIOMY YeJIOBeKY KaMeHb HeOObIYaliHOM KPACOTHI, a KAKIOMY Ue-
JIOBEKY W3 TIOCEJICHUSI, TIPUPYUUBIIIETO 3BEpsi, OTIAI TUTS TO-



'O )KUBOTHOTO, KOTOPOTO OH Npupy4usi. «OroHb MOTYXHET U 3a-
Oeper ¢ coOOM Ty KaXI0ro U3 BaC M OObEAMHUT Ballld UyB-
CTBa B eMHOM J1y1ie. Bol Oy/eTe 3aBUCETh 10 KOHIIA CBOMX JTHEW
OT BTOPOH MOJIOBUHBI AYIIIU. YMPET 3B€Pb, 3HAUUT, MOTMOHET Ye-
7oBeK. U chiHbI, 1 Balli BHYKHU OYyIyT HECTU 3TO OpeMsi».

Kax Tl noHMMaens, Makcum, OH OTIPaBUII TOT'O MaJIbUMKa,
€ro HapoJ 1 UX 3Bepel B HAlll MUP, — MPOJIOJIKaJIa KEHIIMHA, —
3[1eCh OHU PACCEIMJINCh, TaK ke, KaK U 3BepH, U 00pa3oBacs
HOBBII1 MU, B KOTOPOM MBI k1BeM. U Tenepb yxe Mbl BIaCTByeM
HaJl )KUBOTHBIMH. . .

ToT MyX4rHa cKa3asl MHeE, 4TO sl IPEJOK OJHOro U3 mepece-
JIEHIIEB U UTO IJIe-TO TaM, B apasuieIbLHOM MUpe, OpOIUT BTOpast
MOJIOBMHKA MOEM YU, MOW 3BE€Pb, C KOTOPHIM $I TETEPb OAHO
1IeJI0e ¥ YyBCTBYIO KaXJ0€ €ro paHeHue, ero 6omnb. MHOra BHe-
3aITHO CTAaHOBWTCSI TPYCTHO WJIM HEMPHATHO Ha ayine O0e3 mpu-
YUHBI, 1 MHE KaKETCS, UTO B 3TOT MOMEHT I'PYCTUT MOM 3BEPb.
Myx4nHa cKa3aja MHE, YTO s JOJKHA M30aBUTh ceOs, Mol Oy-
OyIIUU POA U POI 3BEPS OT STUX MYUYEHUH... 1akKe BEChb MUP.
Jl71s1 3TOr0 MHE Hafo OBUIO OTIPABUTCS B MAPAJUICITBHBI MUP
Y TaM HalTU MOIO MOJIOBUHKY AYIIH, IOUTHU 10 TOTO CaMOI'0O Xpa-
Ma ¥ pa3opBaTh HAIM y3bl, OPOCHB TOT KaMeHb B Oronb. Ere
OH paccKazay MHe (M MOXHO ObUIO JOTa/IaThCs TIO CAMOM JIETeH-
Jie), 4TO TOT MUP HE Takoi Kak Haul. Tam moutu Bce HAOOOPOT:
B TOM MHpPE BJIACTBYIOT JKUBOTHBIE, OTOHb XOJIOJIEH, CHET IOpsY,
BOJIa Bceryja TerJia. ... Kak oH yTBep:xJai, BCe 3TO pacCKa3blBall
ero npajes, TOMy paccKasblBaj €ro Jejl, U BCS UX JAWHACTHSA Tie-



pesaBasia Ty JIereHy U3 yCT B YCTa, & CaMblid IIEPBBIN OTEIl ObLT
IIPEAKOM OJIHOTO M3 IEPECENICHIIEB.

— Beixogur, A TOXe M3 poja TeX CaMbIX MEpecesieHLEeB? —
cripocusl Makcum, nociie pacckasa KEeHIIHHBI.

— Ha.

— Ho B Moel ceMbe HUKTO 3TUM HE CTpajaer.

— Tsl yBepeH? — ¢ Jierko#l yabIOKoi cripocuiia crapyuika.

[Mapens 3agymancs: «He 3ameuas, 4ToObl KTO-HUOYIb 10 Me-

HsI TaK ,,KpIoumics®. ... Pa3pe ciydanock 4To-To MojoOHOe y Ma-
MBI, y...».
— [ama... — Bapyr OnecHyna o3apeHue, CMeIIaHHOe ¢ OOJIbIO

Y TPYCTH AaBHO 3a0bITON noTepu. — OH noru6, Koraa s ObUT co-
BCEM MAJIEHBKUM. ... Sl ero nmo4yru He 3Haji. I Mmama He roBOpUT
0 HeM, OYATO He XOYeT, YTOOBI S IOMHHJI O CBOEM XK€ OTIIE. . ..

CrapyIiika MOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOM.

— A Bejib 51 €ro 3HaJla, XOPOIIo 3HaJa. ... A OTOMY M 3HAKO-
Ma ¢ TOOOI, — Ha JINIIEe TIOKUJION KEHIIMHBI MEJIbKHYA YIIBIO-
ka. — Ho Torga Tel ObUI, KOHEYHO ke, COBCEM MAJIIOTKON. V3BHHM
3a BOIPOC, HO MamMa Tebe He TOBOPHJIA OT Yero OH ymep?

— Bpone, oT Kakoi-To TSkenol 0oJe3Hu.

— 4 He nomkHa Tebe ITOro roBOpUTh, HO Bee ke. OH ymep
OT TOT0, YTO TOruOMa ero Bropas ayma. boie3Heil oH He nmern,
ObUT OYEHb 3[I0POBBIM MY:KYMHOU. Eciiu ayBcTBYel» 00jb TOM
JyITW, 3HAYUT, MOXKEIIb U YMEPETh TaK ke Kak oHa. boioch BOT,
YTO MOW 3BEepb CKOpO MOruOHeT. Benp u 51, 1 OH HE MOJIOION.
Kanb 51 TOraa He mociyniaia Toro Myk4uny. Ternepb yxe mo3j-



HO. Bugumo oH kuBy4Hii, MOH 3Bepb-TO! — MOCMESIACh CTApYIII-
ka. Ho eii ObUIO He 10 cMexa — OHa YyBCTBOBAJIa PEaIbHYIO yIPO-
3y, ¥ 9TOT CMeX IMOKa3bIBaJI €€ MOYTU MOJIHOe CMUPEHHUE C BO3-
MOKHOCTBIO BHE3AITHOM T'MOEIIH.

Maxkcum U3 yBaKeHUS TOXKE UyTh MOCMESLICS, HO CJIOBa CTa-
PYILLKH €r0 HAIYTAJIN: «...TOXE YMPET...». A 410 ecnu u Makc?
Kto 3Haer? A mouemy oH BOOOIIE AOJKEH ed BepuTh. Moxer
oHa cymacieamasa? XoTs 3To He TIoX0ke Ha Ope].

— To1 He Xxouenb MHe BepUTh? — KEHIIMHA 3aMeTuIa YyBCTBa
Makcuma, KoTopsle BbiIaBajio ero juio. — Hy aa, s Toxe He Be-
puJia TeM CJIOBaM, TIOSTOMY U He Toiiia. Yem B3pocie sl cTaHo-
BUJIACh, TeM OOJIbITIEe IOHMMAJIa, YTO BCEe CKa3aHHOE UM TpaB/a, —
MPUBCTAJIA CTApYIIKA U MOJOIIIA K TMTe. YaliHUK BOBCIO MbIX-
Ten Kiydamu mapa. — Ho cpa3y roBopio, — mpoJonkuiia OHa 13-
3a CIIMUHBI, — 3TO MOXKET ObITh OIMACHO, TaK 4YTO peraii cam. Eciu
HE XOYelllb My4UThCS U OOpEKaTh IPYTMX Ha My4YeHbe, TO B J1ajTb-
HUH MyTb, HY, & €CJIM eJlaelllb HE PUCKOBATh, TO JIEJO TBOE,
HEe HaCTauBalo.

KumnsaTtok pasnmBasics 1o Kpy:KKam.

— Ho nomuu: eciiu noxenaenib ocTaTbCsi, TO PUCK BCE PABHO
€CTb, IPUYEM HE TOJIBKO JIJIsI TeOs — Thl PUCKYEIIlb CBOEH JKU3-
HbBIO, )KM3HBIO TBOMX OYIYIIUX CHIHOBEH, — CTAPYIIIKA MOCTaBUIIA
nepea Makcumowm jiBe crapeHbkue hapdOopoBbIe YaIlIKH, C Kpac-
HBIMU TOJIOCKaMU M 11BeToukamu. TloTsHynach 3a caxapHulien
Y YallHUKOM-3aBapHUKOM. — KcTaTu, Beib Mbl Tak U HE IMO3HA-
KOMWINCh, 1 — Bepa [laBioBHa, — KeHIMHA NEpeMEHWIA TOH



Y TIPOTSIHYJIA PYKY AJIsl pyKonoxkarus. Makc npoTsHys B OTBET.
Pykonoxarue ObII0 He KPENKUM — PYKH CTapyIIKU ObLIH C1a0bl-
MU, KOKa MOPILLIMHUCTAS, aJIbLIbl XOJIOIHBI, a JIAJI0Hb, HECMOTPS
Ha 3TO0, ropsya.

— Ho, a kak xe s yroBopio MOero 3Bepsi IOUTH CO MHOMN? —
cKa3aJl Makc, OYTH He CKpbIBasi ICTUHHOI'O COMHEHUS B JIOCTO-
BepHOCTH ee ciioB. [lonTsaHyn yaiky k cee. — Bep oH He noii-
MET MEHS.

— Oii, coBceM 3a0bU1a CKa3aTh: 1a, Thl CMOXKEIIb C HUM I'OBO-
pUTH, HO TOJIBKO €CJTH 3TOT KaMeHb OyJeT OMHOBPEMEHHO Y Bac
JBOUX.

— OH e oivH? — apeHb BHOBb ITPUITOAHSII KAMELIEK CO CTO-
na.

— Hagetoch, Tel yTO-HHOYOH MpHayMaelib. Thl ke Bposie yM-
HBI MaJIbUMK ?

Hacrymuna nay3a. «Yto xe 310 3a Open? boxe, 5 ele cuxy
TyT? XOT4... Jlydriero oObsCHEH!s] YTPEHHE! CUTYallui HAWTH
HEBO3MOXHO. [la 1 He B MOMX IPaBUJIAX OTKA3bIBaThCS OT BEPHI
BOJILIEOCTBO, Xa-xa! [lo ceil mopsl 51 B HEro BepuJi, a Tenepb, Ko-
I71a OHO IMOYTH PEAJIbHO NEPEI0 MHOM MOABJIAETCA, OTXOKY Ha-
3an? Het, moka 3To TOJIBKO ee cJioBa. ..», — AyMaJjl IapeHeK, TEM
BPEMEHEM HaJIMBasl 3aBapKy M HAChINas caxap.

Bepa [1aBnoBHa x/1ana €ro cios.

B KOHIIe KOHLIOB, HE Hai[d NoAXoAuIero orsera, Makc noau-
HsJI [J1a3a U CKasal:

— Hecmotps Ha Bce yBakeHHUE K BaM, 1 HE MOTY JIOBEPUTbCS



BCEM 3TUM cjioBaM. Kpome 3Toro, noxainyi, Hy;>KHO UTO-TO Jeii-
CTBUTEJILHO yOEAUTEIbHOE.

— PasBe TeGe HykHO UTO-TO HoJIee yoeauTebHOe, YeM Ta O0JTh
B 1ieye? Xouelllb, 4YToObI JIOIUIO 10 KPAMHOCTH, 10 CMEPTH? —
ropas/io cepbe3Hell 3aropopuiia crapyika. — Kak rosopurcs, mo-
Ka MEeTyX He KJIIOHET. ..

— a, na. IloHsn.

— I Tebs1 XOpOIIIO MOHMMAIO U CTapaloCh HE AaBUTh HA TeOsl.
Tb1 HaBepHO Tymaeliib: «CTOUT JIK eil TAaKOe TOBOPUThH, KOT/Ia OHA
cama CTpycwia ¥ He nouuia Ha 310?». W cornamrycs. Ho, mpo-
11y, He COBepIlail MOel OIMUOKU — TMOYTH BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb $
KUBY B cTpaxe. ToNbKO Mocie poxIeHUs AETeil, s MOHsIA CTO-
MMOCTb MO€# OIIMOKHU. A TIOCTIe TOSIBJIEHUSI BHYKOB CTaJIO Ky/ia
Oecniokoiinelt. 11 ObUT yxe citydaii, BUHY B KOTOpOM cebe mpo-
CTUTh HE MOTY. .., — [71a3a ee BIaJId, MOPITUHUCTHIE IEKH OOBHUC-
. Henpeononumas tocka oBnajaena cepaueM. — Bee 1o Bpe-
Ms 51 KaK Ha IMOPOXOBOM OOYKe — K1y, Koraa OadaxHeT, — e/ia
CIIBIIITHO, OACKCTO MTPOM3HECA CTAPYIIIKA.

MaxkcuMm Bee cuibHer yoexaasncst B TOM, YTO CJIOBA ee — Yu-
cTasi, ropbKas MpaBja.

— 41 Bac moHMMaI U, 4TO OBl TAM HE CIIyYHJIOCH, TITYOOKO CO-
yyBcTBYI0. HO moueMy mmMeHHO s JomkeH Ha 310 uaru? Passe
HEJb3s1 HalWTH TOTO, KTO CWJIbHEW MeHs, B3pPOCJeH M XOTs Obl
OIBITHEN?

— MaJibuMK MOM, OITBIT 3[IECH ITOUYTH HE UMEET 3HAYEHU . A CHU-
na?... Cuna Hu4ato 6e3 cmenoctr. Jlymaercs, Thl He CTaHellIb OT-



pUIIATh TO, YTO ThHI HE TPYC.

Makc npomonyan — OH JIEUCTBUTENIBHO HE MOT YTBEPKIaTh
oOpaTHOe. MaJieias 10151 OTBark B HEM Bce ke ObuIa.

— He nymaii npo MeHs1 mioxoro. S ornpanisiio Te0si He Ha I'H-
Oesb, a cTapaloch 00e30MacuTh TBOE Oymyiee. YTo He roBopH,
a B TBOM CHJTHI sI Beplo. B TeOe BUIHO HEUToO. .. CHITbHOE, HO J1aXke
ThI 3TOTO ellie He pas3rses. [TonpoOyii ToBepUThCS MyIpoii cTa-
pyiike, — Bepa I1aBnoBHa ynbiOHy1ack. — Bpiia Ob1 BO3MOXHOCTD
HAWTH KOTO-TO JAPYroro.... HailTu oqHOTrO 13 NMpeKoB HE COBCEM
JIETKO, Be/Ib HE B KaXJIOM 3TO mposiBiisieTcst. Ecim Ob1 v posiB-
JISTI0Ch, TO OHU OBl O KAKOM-TO TIPOKJISITUM W HE JIOTa/IaJIUCh.
A BoOOI1Ie MToIyMaii O TOM, YTO CIIyYUJIOCh C TBOMM OTIOM. Jler-
KO Jiu TeOe xkuBetcs 6e3 Hero? TeOst Beib MydaeT, CKOJIBKO ObI Th
HE JIIOOWJT OTYMMA, TO, YTO TBOEH KPOBUHYIIKH OOJIbIIIE HET Psi-
JoM.... A TBost mama? IlpesicTaBb, Kak OHa cTpagaia. Xouelllb,
9yTOoOBl U3-32 TeOsl OHA coluia ¢ yma? DTo He UIYTKH, MUJIbIA.
K tomy xe He 3a ropamu U TBOe OTHOBCTBO. M mpenctaBb 4TO
Oyner, eciu 1ebs1, He aait bor, Bapyr He ctaHeT. OcTaHyTcs jKeHa
u sietr. OCTaBUIIIb KX, HE TIPOKUB U JIJIs1 ceOs1 TOCTOMHBIX JIET?
Ha naxe 6e3 cembu! TBoIT OTell Hauan 3TUM OECIIOKOUTHLCS KY-
na 6ornee B MO3/IHUX rofiaX, YeM Thl. A TTIOTOMY TBOHM PUCK ele
6onee Benmk. He xouercs i tebe eme moxuth? He xouercst
UMETh CYACTIMBYIO ceMbio? He xodercs caenath O6aro uist 1py-
rux crpagaonmx? f He Oyay Ha TeOsi JaBUTH — TBOE TIPABO BbI-
Ouparsb, HO s Xo4y, 4ToOBI Onaropasymue B Tede modeauio. [1o-
naymaii o 6rmskux. [IpencraBb ux mydenust. CoBceM He MCKITIO-



YEeHO, YTO M TBOSI MaMa OJIHA M3 HACJICJJHUKOB. A TBOSI CecTpa,
3a Hee He OOUIIILCS?

BHe3zamnHo, CJIOBHO MOJIHUEN, MapeHbKa MPOH3UJIO.

— Yt0?! OHa... OHa TOXe MOABEPKEHA MPOKJISTHIO? — CIIPO-
cu1 Makc.

— He 3Haro. Bce BO3BMOXKHO.

—-UNee...

OH He 3HaJ, 4TO OOJIBIIIE CKa3aTh. B OIMH MOMEHT ero peiiie-
HHUE CTajio Kyaa odeBuaHer. JIoOOBh K cecTpe Obljla HACTOIBKO
BEJIMKA U ITyOOKa, YTO OH OBbLT TOTOB 3AIIUTUTh €€ B JII0OO0H MO-
MeHT. MakciM He TIPOsIBJISUT 9TOM HACTOSAIIIEN MOTalHOM JIIOBU
OTKPBITO, HO B Cep/lle OH MOHMUMAJ, YTO JOPOXKE ITOr0 MHJIO-
IO KPOXOTHOTO CYIIECTBAa HET HUKOTO. J[OMyCTUTh HECYACTHOTO
cllydasi OH HE MOT.

— Buxy, 10 TeOs HakoHel| JIOIILI0, — KauHyja TOJIOBOM CTa-
pyuika. — Terepb Mou CIOBa HE HYXKHBI.

— Yro X, 5 TOrAa, NoXaylyid, MOMWAY, — BCTPENEHYJICS NTApEeHb,
HE MOprasi U He CMOTpsI Ha Hee.

[onoBa ermie Gonbllie 3arpy3uiiach U TpeOOBasla CIUIIKOM
MHOTO 3Hepruu st ooOpadotku uHgopmarmu. Kazanock Ob1 —
BCE Ha TMOBEPXHOCTH, HO BUXPb U3 MBICIEN HE YCHOKAWBAJICS
v 3araruBaj Makca B BOPOHKY.

— Koneuno, uau. Ho nogymaii Hai MOMMU CJIOBaMH, JIAAHO?
[TomHuU, UX MUp TapajuIeieH U TopTal TyJa Tak ke HEOOBbIYEeH.
Ecnu notpedyercsi moMoIils, IpUXoau CIofia, U s 00bsICHIO Tebe
BCe, UTO 3HAIO cama.



— Xopomio.

FOHoIIIa OCcTaBUII YaITIKy ¢ YaeM, U3 KOTOPOU He ObLIIO BHIITUTO
Y IJIOTKA, HACIeX OOYJICS W BBIIIEN U3 KBAPTHUPHI.

[ornpouaBimuck ¢ NOXUION KEHIIUHOU, MaKCUM «BBITION3
U3 MOJbE3/1a U HAMIPABUJICS JOMOM.

keksk

CouHIie y3Ke MOTHOCTBIO CIPSTAIOCH 32 TOJICTOM MEJIEHOU TyY.
Crano npoxsaaHo. Betep, peskumu nopeiBaMu, roHsuI MPOILIO-
TOJHIOI0 TPaBYy MOBEPX CBEXkeM. XOJIOAHBIA MOTOK OCTYXkaJl BO-
1y B JIy’)ax, TOHsIs pssOb MOITHBbIMU TIopbiBamMu. [loroga crana
MpavHOM, Kak 1 HacTpoeHre Makcuma. Ha nyiie crano Tockiu-
Bo. Ha Toi1 ny1uie, uto Ha 3eme. ..

CroBa crapyiiku nopasuiv ero. EMy He Bepuiocs, 4To Bce
9TO mpoucxoauT ¢ HuM. Kazanock, 9to jgymaTth 00 3TOM aaxe
HE CTOWJIO, ¥ HaJ10 ObI IPOCTO 3a0bITh. HO eMy mpencrosiio cie-
JIaTh CEPbEe3HBIN BHIOOP, B KOTOPOM CBOU MUHYCHI U TUTIOCHL. Ecin
OH OCTAHETCsI 3[1ECh U HE CTAHET PUCKOBATh CBOEH JKU3HBIO B MU-
p€E, HAMOJIHEHHBIM HEU3BECTHBIMU M ONACHBIMU KUBOTHBIMH, TO
OH MOXET KUTh CIIOKOMHO. .. Kakoe-To BpeMsi. COBEeCTb He OCTa-
BUT €T0 B [IOKOE, BE/Ib OH OJJUH U3 BCEX JIIOJIEHN Ha IJIaHETe MPU-
HsUJT 9TOT KaMeHb, KaK 3cTapeTHYI0 NMajlouKy, U Ternepb OH ObLI
u30paH ISl TOro, YToObl UCTIOJHUTH MPeTHAYEPTAHHOE U Pa3-
PYUIUTh TPOKJISITUE, TEM CaMBIM CHacasi CBOIO M UyKH€ KU3HU.
K ToMy ke BeJTMK pUCK, UTO OH CaM MOXET BHE3aITHO MOTUOHY b,
OJIVH U3 ero Jeteit Koraa-To B OymymieM, mama, CoHsl. ... Yxac!
Puck ObLT O4eHb OONBIINM.



«Pa3Be Bce 310 peanbHO? MoOXeT OHa cyMaciieas, rno4emy
51 €U JoBepAIn? A BAPYI OKaXeTCs, 4To 5 3ps €M He JoBepsn? —
cam cebe nportuBopeunst Makeum. — JlagHo, ecau Bee ke 1op-
TaJl KAKMM-TO YyJECHbIM 0Opa3oM OTKPOETCsl, TO MHE MPUIETCS
NIOBEPUTH BO BCE 3TO U HUCTIOIHUTH AOJT. A, MOXKET, BCE-TAKU
He oivH n30pan? MoxeT, y KOoro-To ere ecTb KameHb? [la, cko-
peut Bcero. TyT BOT KpaelleKk CKOJIOT HEaKKyPaTHO, CJIOBHO KTO-
TO KOIZIa-TO OTKaJbIBaJl KyCOK OT KaMHs», — Makc 03aa4yeHHO
paccMarpuBal KaMeHb B pyke. B ronoBe cymOypHO Melaauch
MBICJIM C BOITPOCAMH.

Makcum 111e1 orpy’k€HHbIN B MBICJIHU U JJa)KE€ HE CMOTPEJI MO
HOrW. Bapyr ero mie4o CToJKHy/IOCh ¢ 4yeM-To. To camoe 1uie-
90, YTO TaK CTPAJAIO STUM YTPOM, HO OOJIb TOr/Ia ObLIa TOPa3/Io
CWIbHEN U OTJIMYHA OT 3TOM. OT HEOKUJJAHHOCTHU MApPEeHb MoJie-
TeJ1 BIIEpe/l U YyTh HE BBIPOHMIJI KaMeHb U3 PyK — Onaro ycren
BOBPEM: CTPYIIIIMPOBATHCS U ONIEPETHCS HA HOTU, POMKO I1LJIeTI-
HYB TOJOIIBOM 00 acabT.

— D1, ThI YETO HE 3[0POBAEIIbCS? — pa3/iajcs 3BOHKHIA ToJIoC.

Makc nonHsn rasza: 3a0aBHOE JEBUYbE JMUYMKO CMOTPEJIO
Ha HEro; rja3a CUsUIM, a OT YJBIOKU CKYJIbI TPUHUMAIIU TIPUSIT-
HBIE OKpYIJIble ouepTaHusi. PacTpenanHbie TeMHO-MeJHbIE BOJIO-
ChI CBUCAJIU Ha TUIeYe.

— N3BKHM, 3agymaiics, — cMyTuics napess. — [Ipuser, JIuza.

OH Bcerma ObUT paj BCTPETHUTH ee, TeM Oojiee MOrOBOPHTS,
BEJIb 3TO YAABAIOCh HEYACTO, HO Ha Ceil pa3 emMy ObLJIO He JI0 9TO-



ro. OT Takoro OTHOIIIEHHS K UX BCTpeue Makc cam OblT B HEKO-
TOpPOM LIOKe. JIn3a, moxoxe, Toxe.

Makcum MpayHO CMOTpE B HOTU U TBITAJICA HATAHYTh (Dasib-
IIIMBYIO YJIBIOKY.

— Tst yero? boneems? A-a... Thl Bce elle pacCTpOEH W3-
3a cnoB (pu3MKa?... VX Thl, KAKOM Kamellek Kpacusbli! — JIn-
32 HEOKUJAHHO TTPUMEHUJIa TeMy U TOACKOUMIa OJIMKe K pyKe
Makca. — I'ne B3s11?

— A, srot? Jla TaK. .. Haies. . ., — JICHUBO OTBevasl napeHs. OH,
KOHEYHO ke, He XOTeJl PACKPbIBATh UCTOPUIO UCTUHHOTO MIPOUC-
XOxJeHus Kpucrasia. [lo kpaitHel Mepe, He ceiuac.

— Tol Kakol-TO coBceM Bsuibli, — JIuza Onuxke B3MIsAHYNA
B Julo Makcuma. Ee r1a3a ¢ couyBcTBUEM IIsIEM Ha BHAJIbe
OT PACCTPOICTBA IIEKU U IJia3a, KOTOpbIE Jaxe He CMOTpENn
Ha Hee. — [loiinem, noBecenumcs? B mapk cxonum?

— VI3BuHM, He Mory, Jiena, — Ha 3TOT pa3 Makc cam cedst opa-
3uJ1. Ero npakTuyecku npurianiaoT Ha CBUIaHUE, [1a €111 U C Je-
BYIIIKOM €r0 MEYUTHI, a OH 3aHAT, BuauTe ! OH Haua cam ceOst
MBICJIEHHO pyraThb 3a TO, YTO CKa3aJ.

— XM, Hy KaKk Xouelllb, yrOBap1BaTh He Oy/y, — JeBYIIIKa Ja-
K€ paccTpousiach, HO BUAY MOKa3blBaTh He craja. [loxoxe, 4yto
y Hee JICUCTBUTENILHO €CTh KaKue-TO UCTUHHbIE YyBCTBA K Mak-
CUMY, HO U3-3a IEBUYbE TOPIIOCTH OHA HE XOTesia TOBOPUTH ITO
npsimMo. — Keratu! MHe TyT naBeua ckaszaiu, 4yto Oajl HaMedaeT-
Cs1 IO CJIy4alo BHIITYCKHOTO, — C UPOHUEW U apTUCTUYHO-APUCTO-
KPAaTUYHOM MaHEPOM CKa3ajla OHa, CIPATAB OJHY PYKY 3a CIIUHY,



a IPyroi BaJIbSKHO BbIIaJIa TIMPYITHI, CJIOBHO OHU CEYac BeIyT
CBETCKYI0 Oece/ly B 3ajlaXx JeBSITHA/IATOTO Beka. MakcuMm Bce-
TaK¥ TIO/IHSUT I71a3a Ha 3TO MpeCcTaBIeHre U yXMbUIbHYJICS. Ha-
CTpOEHMe Havaslo MOHEMHOTY NogHuMaThcsi. Ee urpuBocts u 6a-
JIOBCTBO YacTO BBI3BIBAJIN Y HETO YIIBIOKY. — He kenaere v nou-
TH CO MHOM?

— KoHeuHo! — mapeHb HaKOHEI| SIPKO YJIBIOHYJICS, HO TJa3a
HO-TIPEXKHEMY BbIIABAIM HEKOTOPYIO TOCKY. DTO MpeAIoKeHNe
BOONyIIeBUI0 Makcuma, K TOMY ke JEBYIIKA cama TPOSIBIIs-
Jla VHUIIMATHBY U B OyIyIlIeM eMy He MPHUIETCS CKPOMHHUYATh
Y HepBHUYATH niepell JIn30ii ¢ TeM ke MpeyIoKeHUEM.

— 3noposo! Yeuaumcs! — JIuza Muiio yapiOHyIach U1 BHOBb
HAIpaBUJIaCh MO CBOEMY IyTH, TIOMaxaB MapHIO PyKOW Ha Mpo-
IIaHKE.

Makcum romaxaii B OTBET U ellle HECKOJIBKO CeKYH]1 CMOTpe
el Bcien. HactpoeHue ero 3HauMTeNbHO MOAHSIIOCH, HO HACTBIP-
HBII XOJIOMHBIA BETEP YIApWJI €r0 B JIUIO, CJIOBHO TOBOPS EMY:
«TbI M03a6bLT 0 cBoMX Mpodiemax ? OHU BaKHEN BCEro, OHU pe-
BBIIIE 9TUX MEJKUX pajgocten!..». Berep 3actaBun Makcuma ot-
OpOCUTD BCIO MUMOJIETHYIO PAJOCTh, U OH BHOBb MOT'PSI3 B BBICO-
KOM BOPOTHUKE TOJICTOBKH, TAKXKe€ KaK B HyAHBIX U HA30MJITUBBIX
Pa3MBIIUIEHHUSX 000 BCeM 3JI000IHEBHOM: O CEMbE, OTHOIIIEHH-
X, yueOe, UHBIX MUpPax. .. PajoBav Jib IpUATHBIE BOCIOMU-
HAaHUs O CBETVIOW U sIpKOW ynbiOKe JIu3bl, KOTOpasi Harepekop
TUIOXOM TOTofie OCBellasia BCe BOKPYT ceOsl CBETOM AyIIIHU, U CO-
rpeBasia Makcuma U3HyTpy Oaroiapsi BOCIOMUHAHUSIM.



OH BcrioMHHAI 00 WX MEePBOM BCTpeYe: OHA, TaKas jKe CBET-
Jasi, ¢ 10OpOH yIBIOKOW M HAMBHBIMU TJIa3KaMU, KOTIA-TO BIEp-
Bbl€ MpUIILIA B UX KJacc. [loHauany oH He oOpalial Ha Hee 0Co-
00ro BHUMaHMS, HO CO BPEMEHEM ee 3BOHKHUU TOJIOCOK Havasl
CWJIbHEE 3a/1eBaTh MakcuMa, Kak U CBET, UCXOIALIMN OT Hee. AX,
9TOT COJIHEUHBIN Jy4dK.... K ee Terny XoTenoch NpUKOCHYTb-
csl, U, XO4elllb-He X0Yelllb, Ha TOT SIPKUI CBET XOTeJI0Ch 00pa-
TUTh BHUMaHKe, TIOTPS3HYTh B HEM, corpeThcs. Makcum u JIuza
BCTPEYAIMCh B3MJISIAMHU, TIOPOI0 paboTallv B Tlape, Oece10BaIH,
HO UCTUHHBIX YyBCTB JIPYT APYTY HE OTKPpbIBATU. Kaskablil U3 HUX
BUIEJ 9TU YyBCTBA B JPYroM, HO HU OJJUH HE OCMEJIMBAJICS OT-
KPBITh CBOM. TakuM 00pa3oM, OTHOIIEHUsI UX PACTyT M KPEITHYT
C KaX/IbIM HOBBIM CJIOBOM M B3IJISIJIOM, CJIOBHO MOJIOJIOE JIEPEB-
1e.

Kaxercsi, Hactajia mopa XO3AWHWYATh BECHE, MAK, YTOOBI
TaKXke paclyCTUIUCh APYTHe JAepPeBbsi, KaK ITOT KJIeH, UTO pac-
TEeT Ha Kpalo MEeIeX0IHOW JOPOKKH, MUMO KOTOPOTO TTPOXOIVIT
Makcum. [Toyky Ha TOHEHBKMX BETOUYKAX YKe JaBHO HaOyXJIH,
¥ UM JIJaBHO OBLIO MOpa JIOMIHYTh HApaBHE C JIMCTBOU JPYrux Ae-
PEBbEB, OKpYXKaIOIKX KJieH. Kakoe-To MrHOBEHHE, 1 OHU PacITy-
CTATCS MyYKAMU CBEXKEN COUHOW 3€JIeHU, JaBasi Ha4yaJlo HOBOM
JKU3BHU. . ..



I'nmaBa 3

HacronpHast nammna rpomko mnotpeckuBana. CrnaOblii cBeT
MeJIbKaJl, IEPEMEHHO OCBelIas cyxue IUpbl MaTeMaTUHYECKUX
(popmyn B TeTpagm, Jiexkamen Ha CToJe.

3a OKHOM BeTep 3aBbIBAJI U BCE CBOE MOIIBIO MIbITAJICS 000-
pBaTh MPOBOJIA CO CTOJIOOB — HAMPSKEHKE B CETU KaXkK/1yI0 CEKyH-
Iy CKaKaJio, 3aCTaBJisisi CBeT MelibkaTh. K ToMy ke Ha HeOe yke
cobparch YepHO-(PHONETOBBIE TY4YH, BCEM CBOMM BHUJIOM TIpeI-
Bellaye crpaiHyio Oypio. Bokpyr crano TeMHO M MpaydHo,
a B BO3/1yX€ BUTAJIO HAIIPSKEHUE U CTPAX Mepe]] YeM-TO HEHACT-
HbIM. [ITUILIBI 1aBHO HE JIeTasH, a CIIPATAIUCH B YIOTHBIX THE31aX.
Bponsture )XUBOTHBIE OBICTPO HAILIM YKPOMHOE MECTEUKO, UTO-
Obl iepexaaTh Oypro. A JTI0AU CKopei Oekalu 1Mo JoMaM.

MakcuMm cuzen 3a NMUCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM B CBOEM KOMHATE
U MBITAJICS PELIUTh SK3aMEHAIIMOHHbBIE 3a/1aHUsI TI0 MaTeMaTuKe,
HO eMy ObLIO He JI0 YpaBHEHHWH — B TOJIOBE PEIIaJIFCh COBCEM
Jpyrue 3aa4u.

— ®yX, — TSAKKO BbIIOXHYJI [TAPEHb, HAKOHEI] IPUJs K pellie-
HUIO, HO HE K MaTeMaTU4YeCKOMY, a K TOMY, UTO BCE BpeMsl MOjI-
MBIBAI0 MakcuMa W3HYTpH, HAllOMUHAIOIMEM Oe3yCTaHHO: « Sl
TBOe pereHue. MHoro Bbixona Het! ToT mup pelieHue TBOMX
npoOsem. 51 Bce paBHO He JaM TeOe MOKOsT».

— JlagHo, monpoOyio. A pa3Be ecTb Ipyroi BbIX0[? — TOBOPHJI
Makc cam ¢ co6oii 1 ymat: «XOpoIro, HO KaK Ty/Ia IonacTh ?» —



napeHb OTOIBUHYJI MPOYb TETPA/Ib ¥ IPUHSICS TEPpeOUTh PyUKy,
BpPEMEHAMH, CaM TOTO HE 3aMedasi, MOKYChIBasl €€ TIacTMACCOo-
BYIO KPBIIIICUKY.

— OHa Bpofie 4TO-TO TOBOpWJIA HacueT mopraia. «... OH
TaK JKe HEOObIYEH. . .» — ¥ UTO TO 3HAYUT? — TAPEHb IPOMKO pac-
CYXIaJI caM ¢ cOOOM, Tak Kak JJoMa HUKOTO He ObL10. Best cembst
HEJaBHO YIIIIa B TOCTU K 3HAKOMBIM.

BHesarHo cBeT NOTyxX, U KOMHATy OrTymuio TeMHotoun. Cra-
JIO TaK e MPavyHO, KaK Ha YJIUIIe.

[MapeHb CHST HAYIIHUKH, U MYpPAIIKA TYT Xe MpoOex)ain
no crnivHe. BeTep 3a OKHOM 3aBBIBaJI, TO U JIeNO yAapsis 1o ¢a-
cany 3naHusi. Bokpyr Obl1a nosHeimas teMHota. M Bapyr BHe-
3aITHO CBEPKHYJIA MOJIHUS MPSIMO TMepei OKHOM Makcuma, 3a Ko-
TOPOU TOC/IEIOBAJT 3JIOBEIIHIA PacKaT TpoMa, KOTOPBIN B30YIIO0-
paxun Bech oM. OT BHe3armHOCTH MakcuM HCIyrajcst U BOc-
KJIMKHYJT: «Oro!». Berep cran elie cuiibHel 1yTh, U TYT ke 00py-
IIAJICS TIKBAJT JIOK/IsI, PE3KO IIIJIETTHYB IO OCTBIBIIEMY acasib-
Ty. PasrynsBiiasicsi ctuxusi nirymesa, CJIOBHO MaJICHBKHIA BOJIO-
naJ| TeKyIel IpsiMo C KPBIIIIA MHOTOSTAXKHY J1a U BUJ| ObLT Ta-
KO Ke: JIMBEHb C OIPOMHOW CHJIOW OWJICSI B CTEKJIO, CKPBIB €ro
3a cepoll OeCITPOCBETHOM TEJIEHOM, TPOMKO YIaPSIONIeH 1o OT-
JIVBY TIJIACTUKOBOTO OKHA.

Makc noyiomnen kK okHy. OuepraHust yJIHIIbI 32 HUM ObUTH €]1-
Ba YJIOBUMBI CKBO3b TEMHOTY U J10%[Ib. JINBEHb TO COABIISII, TO
BHOBb HaOMpas 0OOPOTHI, M B 9TH CITIOKOWHBIE MOMEHTHI MOXHO
OBbLJIO 3aMETHTh, KaK JIOIH, TIPUKPHIBASICH KTO YeM MOT (30HTa-



MU, XypHAJIaMU, JTUTUIOMaTaMu, CyMKaMU U MPOYKUM), Oexaiu
CKOpEeW IOMOM, TTOJ] KAKKEe-TO HABECHI, B MAra3uHbI, KOTOPHIE €11Ie
HE yCIeJIM 3aKPbIThCSI, JIMIIb Obl YKPHITHCS OT JIMBHS M MOJTHH.
BHemHsasa wimoMuHaLMA 3aBEIEHUI, KOTOpBIE elle HE BCTpe-
TUJIKCh C HETOAOBAaHUEM CTUXHUU U HE JIMILIUJINCH IEKTPOIHEP-
MM Kak 1oM Makca, cBer (poHaper U pap MallvH paciuibiBaI-
Csl 10 MOKPOW JOPOre W OTPAKAJICS HA YACThIX KarllsiX JOXK/s
Ha OKHe. B3misHyB BHM3, MakcuM 3amMeTus IpOBOJ, KOTOPBIN
clieTest co croyida M Termepb BUJICA y OKHA KBAapTUPHI OeleHon
3Meel, 2 MAJIEHbKHE MMPOBOJKH, TOpYAIllME U3 HEe, UCKPUIHUCh
KaK MaJIEHbKHE MOJIHUM, CJIOBHO HEIABHUI pacKar BCE €Ile TU-
XOHBKO TJIEJl BHYTPH 3aKPY4YE€HHOro KadeJsl.

Makc npakTU4ecKd HaolUlyIlb MOJOLIeN K IIKady Ha KyXHe,
IJ1e Jie)Kaya pa3Hasi ObITOBast MeJIOUb, M JJOCTAN CTapylo napadu-
HOBYIO CBEUKY, BCTABJICHHYIO B MOJCBEYHUK. Takke Ha ONIyIb
OH HallleJl CIMYKH, KOTOpbIE JIeXKaIu Ha KyXOHHOH muTe. [lo-
cJie ABYX HeY/IaYHbIX MOMBITOK CIIMYKA 32KIJIAaCh, U BCKOPE CBEYa
MSTKHAM TEIUTBIM CBETOM O3apwiia KyxHio. [lapeHp mpormen 06-
paTHO B CBOKO KOMHATY, YTOOBI TIOITPOOOBATH BHOBb MPUHSITHCS
32 yIpaxXxHEHUs.

Ceeuka crosiia Ha CTOJIE, M TYCKJIO OCBellaia TeTpaap. Mak-
CHM CHOBA HalleNwJ1 OOJIbIIIME HAYIITHUKY Ha TOJIOBY U B35LJT Py4-
KY.

«YTIpOCTUTE BBIPAKEHUE» — MBICJIEHHO MIPOUYMUTAJT 3a/IaHUE.

«Ckp-0yx!!!» — packar rpoma 3XoM OTpa3HJjICs OT OKOH, a ITOJT
Y CTEHBI COOPOTrHYJIMCh. OT HEOKMAAHHOCTH MaKCUM B3pPOTrHYJT



U PE3KO TMOBEPHYJICS K OKHY, HO TYT MPOBOJ] HAYIIIHUKOB 3alie-
nJICS 32 MocepeOpPEeHHYI0 PyUKy MOICBEYHMKA, U CBeva IMoJeTe-
JIa Ha TeTpajb.

— Yept! Yept! Yeprt! — B 3ameraresnbcTBe Boipyrajics Makc.

B cymaroxe oH Ha4yan ucKarh, YeM MOKHO MOTYIIUTH OTOHb.
K cuacrseio, Ha cTONE CTOSIA YalllKa ¢ OCTHIBIIMM Kode. Makcum
CXBaTWJI YaIIKY U IJIECHYJI Ha 3arOPEBIIYIOCS TeTPajlb, HO OTOHb
He morac — Kogpe mposeresno CKBo3b IjiaMs Ha Oymary. [aza
MakcuMma BbuIe3 1M Ha J100. OH He 3HAJI, 4TO eI1e MOKHO CIAEIATh.

OroHp TeM BpeMeHeM cipalibio mnouien no terpagu. [lnams
OBLJIO MOXO’Ke Ha KOOpY, U CJIE/IOM 32 €€ rOJIOBOI OTOHb CTaHO-
BuIics: cuHUM. OHa BUIach, BUJIACh U, TOOPABIIKCH JI0 CEPEJUHBI
TeTPaJKH, C OCKaJIOM Opocuiiach B M0 Makcuma U TyT e UC-
yesna. [lapens B yxkace otnepHyscs ot orasi. OH ObUT a0COTIOTHO
IIIOKUPOBAH.

ViKke 3aroJoHUB BCIO TIOBEPXHOCTh TETPA/IH, IJIaMsi CHHUMU
SI3BIKaMU BUJIOCh BBepX. Makc, Ha CBOE YIUBJIEHHE, HE Oy
’Kapa OT OTHSI, XOTh CHJIENT COBCEM OJTM3KO.

OCTOpPOXXHO BBICTaBUB PYKy Iepe COOOW, OH MOIBITAICS
OLIYTUTH XKap, HO He MOT Ja)ke IMOYyBCTBOBATh Teria. YOeauB-
IIUCh, YTO OTOHb IO BCEM MpPU3HAKaM Oe30mMaceH, HO C HEeKOW
OCTOPOKHOCTBI0, Makc OAHOMOMEHTHO IIPOH3UJI JIQIOHBIO CUHEE
r1amsi. OToHb JIMIIb OBEsUT PYKY MPOXJIa oM, MOCIe Yero mno Ko-
e mapeHbka npodexanu mypaiku. Eme pas (tenepb memieH-
Hell) OH TMOKeJall Ol TUTh BCE BOMIIEOCTBO, UCXOMSIIEe OT TO-
ro (peHoMEeHa M POBEJ PYKOM.



«...Tlopram Tak:ke HeOObIUeH. ..» — MaKCcHM HaKOHell HaJyal
TIOHUMATh PUYUHY CTOJIb HEOOBIYHOTO SIBJICHUSI. . .

— 910 nopran! — ocennsio Makca. — [la! Orons B ToM Mupe
XOJIOZIEH, 3HAYUT, MOPTAJT TaKKe HeoObrYeH! — oOpaaoBascs OH,
HO TyT ke nopyman: — Ho kak B Hero nonacts? Orons coBcem
HEeOOJBINION — 51 TyAa He BJIe3y, — 03aJa4eHO OCMOTpEN IUIaMs
Makc.

[lapeHb OCTOPOKHO OTOpBaJ OT TETPAAU TOPSAIIUHN JIMCTOK.
Hepka ero 3a yrosok, MakcuM OCTOPOXHO TOJOIIENT K CTEHE.
«ITO €AUHCTBEHHBIN I1IAHC, — JPYTOro BBIXOJA HET», — OTYASIHHO,
HO omacasich, yoexaas camoro cebst, ;yman Makc. OH mipoBen
1o 000siM CBOe0Opa3HbIM (pakesoM B HaJEkJe, YTO ero mpe-
TMOJIOKEHU 1 TPABUJIbHBL, U HE 3psi HAJesICS: 110 CTEHEe, KPYkKach
M 3aKPY4YMBasCh APYT C APYroM, MOOEKa 3MEUKH IJIaMEHH,
ocTaBJisisl 32 coOoM Koubllo orHs1. Koraa mocienHsist camast 00b-
1iasi 3MeiKa, 3amMblKasi Kpyr, MOANPbITHyJIa BBEPX U YIapuiach
B HAYaJI0 TUIAMEHHOT'O KOJIblIa, U3HYTPU MPBICHYJIA BOJIHA XOJIO/-
HOTO BO3/lyXa U BCEM CBOEW CWJIOW OKaTwia Makcuma, pacrpe-
T1aB €ro I'yCThIE BOJIOCHI.

OnpaBUBLIKCH OT BHE3AMHOIO y/Aapa, KOTOPbId 3aCTaBUJI 3a-
KPBITh NI€pecyIlIeHHbIE I71a3a, MakcuM yBUJIEI, KaKk BHYTPU Kpy-
ra CTaj MPOSIBIATHCS CBET, MEPeUBAsCh TOMYOBIMH, CHHUMH,
(proneToBBIMU ¥ PO30BBIMU OTOHBKAMMU.

Makcum crTosin y noprasna, 3atauB IpixaHue. CuipbHelee BIie-
YyarmieHUe OT YBUAECHHOTO U IIOK OT TOTO, YTO 3TO MPOUCXOIUIIO
umeHHo ¢ HVM, He otmyckanu napHs. YIsiOKa Momnossia 1o ero



JIMILY, U OH CTaJ %aJHO XBaTaTb HOCOM CBEXHUM BO3AYX, I10-OCO-
OEHHOMY CITaJKUI U MATKUH, e ot mopraia. Ot 3Toro ro-
JIOBa Hava1a KPYKUThCS elrie Ooblie BIOOABOK K TOJIOBOKPYKe-
HUIO OT BIIEYATIIEHUI.

«BoT OH — TOT cambiii IopTaj!» — MapeHb CYHYJ1 PyKY B CBe-
TAIIUACS BUXPb, U PyKa MPOIILJIa CKBO3b CTeHY, U OblIa OBEsIHA
IPUATHON BO3/AYIIHOW MOAYIIKOM.

3a0bIBIINCh OT BIIEYATICHUI, OH YKe XOTel MPBITHYTh
BHYTpPb, HO OTIOMHUJICS, UTO HAJIETKE TyAA OTIPABJISATHCS HE CTO-
UT, U TIPOCTO Tak, Oe3 OOBSICHEHUH Tiepell CeMbel, MpOoraiaTh
Ha HEU3BECTHBIN CPOK HEJIb3sl.

OOBSCHUTH MPUUYUHY, [0 KOTOPOW OH TaK IMPOCTO CO Bce-
MU U3BECTHBIMU M OTHIO[b CTPAIIHBIMU MOCIEACTBUSMU, KOTO-
pbie MOIJIM TIPOU30UTH, OTIIPABIISIETCS] B AOCOTIOTHO HEW3BEIaH-
Hoe MecTo, Makc He Mor. [loueMy-To OH 3Haj, 4TO CHpaBUTCS
CO BCEMM IPEJCTOSIIMMHU OMACHOCTSIMU, U YBEPEHHOCTb, KOTO-
PYIO KaK TOJICTYIO JKeJIE3HYIO IUIACTUHY BHYTPU MOJIOJIOTO YeJlo-
BeKa He MPOOUTh, U3 HEero He yoparh. BbuIo 1 3TO KenaHue uc-
IBITaTh YTO-TO HOBOE MJIM OE3BICXOTHOCTh OH caM He 3Hajl. Bce
HeJJaBHUE COOBITHSI HACTOJIBKO 320N €ro CBETJIBIN pa3yM U YM-
CTOE cepjlle MPaKOM M IeYaliblo, YTO OH OBLI TOTOB OyKBaJlb-
HO Ha BCE JIMIIb OBl 3a0bIThCSI, OTJAOXHYTh OT HATHETAIOIIUX MO-
MEHTOB BOKPYT: CeMbsI, KOTOpast Oblla Ha I'PpaHK Pa3phiBa; yde-
6a, a BMecTe C Hell U 9K3aMeHbl; HEYBEpEHHOCTh B JIMUHOM KU3-
HU... — BCE 3TO HACTOJIbKO Ha10es0!

Brionbixax MakcuM NOpUHSIICS WCKaTh TOXOAHBIA PIOK3aK



BHYTPU COOCTBEHHOro IKaca, 4ToObl TMOJOKUTh B HEro Bce
HEOOXOMMOe JUTSI TPEICTOSIIEr0, BOSMOXKHO, JIOJNTOrO ITyTH.
OTBICKaB €ro Ha CamMoil BepXHEH IMOJIKe U CTSHYB PIOK3aK BHU3
BMeCTe C TbUIbIO, TIApEeHb, HEJOTO JyMas modOexall Ha KyXHIO,
YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh HEMHOT'O €Ibl U Bellled B JIOPOry. 3aKWHYB
B PIOK3aK mapy OyTepOpoaoB ¢ KOIOACOM, MAKEeTHK MeYeHbs, Oy-
THUIKY C BOJIOW, OH OTBICKAJI B TOM CaMOM OBITOBOM IIKa(purKe
CKJIQTHOM HOX U, YK€ YXOJIsl, 3aXBaTUJI KOPOOOK CITUYEK, JIeKaB-
IIUI Ha TJTUTE.

3areM OH MobOexkaa B KOPUJIOP U TaM HaJiell JTIOOUMBbIE KpOoc-
COBKH, KOTOpbIE YK€ 3aTepJICh U COJIUIHO TIOHOCHJIUCH OT Bpe-
MEHH U TOCTOSTHHOW HOCKH, HO OHH TO-TIPEKHEMY OCTaBaJIHCh
ero camMbiMu JTOOMMBbIMU. HazieBaTh OG0JIbIIIe HUYEro He CTall, To-
IIIeJT B TOM, B YeM OBUI: JUKUHCHI, TOJICTOBKA C KAITIOIIIOHOM, a 10J1
Heil (pyTOoIKa.

Bce, 4T0 HYKHO /17151 IPE/ICTOSIIETO MPUKTIOUEHU T ObLIO B35~
TO.

Vke cros y moprayia, Makc BCIIOMHHII, YTO OCTaJIOCh CaMoe
Ba)XHOE — 3aIUCKa JIIsl POJUTEJIEH.

BBICTPO MOJICKOYMB K NIMCBMEHHOMY CTOJTY, TJie HeJaBHO Oy-
IIEBaJI OTOHb, OH C PIOK3aKOM Ha IUleyax, YTO0 HEeMHOTO MerlaJi-
csl ¥ BaWJICS Ha OOK, CXBATWJI TeTpaib Jisl padoT 1o anredpe
Y HauaJl MCKaTh JIMCTOK, N30eKaBIIMH rornajanusi kode. Beipea
Oonee-MeHee YIIeIeBINUii JIMCT, UMEBIIUA Ha ceOe JIUIIb HeKO-
TOpBIE CHIPOBAThIE KAILIH.

«Yro xe Harmucars? He Mory xke A nmpamo ckaszarb: «Mawma.



Sl yien B mapauiesibHbIl MUp, K YKUHY He kaute!». Xa-xa...
Her... M-m, Touno!...». [lapeHp cxBaTui pydky u OBICTPO Ha-
MMCaT HECKOJIBKO CTPOK HEaKKYpPaTHBIM MOYEPKOM.

Berep, menimii oT noprana, Bce MbITAICS BHIXBATUTH JTUCTOK
u3 pyk Makcruma, U HACTBIPDHO 3auTpbIBaJl C HUM, MpHBJIEKas
BHUMaHUE, CJIOBHO roBopsi: «ii! Thl coBceM 3a0bUT PO MEHSI.
BeicTpelt nonvceiBay 1 otiipasiisiics B mytemecrsue! Tam xxaer
TeOs1 HEOOBIYHBIA MUP !».

KpoxoTHas neranb otaesnsijia ero OT BeJuvaiIien ryrnocTu —
KaMeHb! MakcuM 4yTh He CUTaHyJI B TTOpTaj Oe3 caMol IJTaBHOW
BelllM B 3TOM IyTEIIECTBUU — BOJIIIEOHBI MUHEPAJ, KOTOPBIN
TIOMOXET CHATh MPOKJIAThE. [lapeHb OTKPBUT SIIIIUK CTOJIA U BbI-
HYJI KAMEHb.

Tenepp Bce TOYHO OBUTO TOTOBO. MaKCHM C TOCKOW OTJISIAET
KOMHaTy. Bo3aMoxHO, OH yke He BepHeTcs ciofa. KTo 3Haer, ka-
KM€ OIMACHOCTH MPEICTOUT BCTPeTUTh? MUp, HarOJTHEHHbINA H-
KMMU XVUBOTHBIM M HEU3BECTHBIMU CITyYaHOCTSIMH, TaUT B Ce-
6e orpomHy1o yrpo3y. Tem Gos1ee BOZMOKHO, UTO OMAcaThCsl CTO-
UT HE CTOJIbKO 3BEpei, CKOJIBbKO MPUPOY, KOTOpasi MOKET IO~
OpocuTh Ha MyTh Makcuma pazHOOOpa3HeHIlue MpensTCTBUSI.
Mortozioii uenoBex el Hayraj, B HeM3BeIaHHOE, U MTPeCKa3bl-
BaTh YTO-TMOO OH HE MOT Jlaxke camoMy cebe. Bo3amoxHoO, naxe
HE TPUKJTIOYNTHCS] HIYEro HEeOOBIYHOTO, U OH OBICTPO U CIIOKOM-
HO CMOJKET CIIPaBUTHCS C 3aJaHUEM.

OH MemyieHHO 00BeJ B3IVISIIOM KaK/AbIA YrOJOK KOMHATHI.
Ocmotpesn Te MecTa, Ky/la OH paHblle Jaxke He POHsI B3IIsja



¥ He MpUJaBaj TOMY MECTy 0cOOOro 3HaYeHHMsI; HO celvac Kak-
Jasi MaJIeHbKasl IeTaslb MMeJa Kakor-TO OCOOEHHBIH CTaTyc, yIoT,
B KQXJ/IOM YTOJIKe OBbLJIO YTO-TO POJHOE.

MaxkcuM cHoBa 0OepHYJsCsl K moprainy: «MoxkeT, Bce-Taku
He ctouT? Het!» — 0H CypoBO M yBEpEHHO IOCMOTPE Ha NOPTAJL.
[TapeHs, XOIOOHBIM B3IJIAIOM, KOTOPBIX CJIIOBHO KEJIE3HBIE OKO-
BBI yIaJl HA MEPLIAIOIINI OrOHb, HE JaBaJl CJIAOWHBI M CIICPKUBAT
ce0s1 OT KeJJaHUs1 0OEePHYThCsA Ha KOMHATY, YTOOBI HE AaTh BOJIO
YyBCTBAM.

«ObparHOro myTu HeT!».

Makcum cHOBa NpoBesN PyKOM CKBO3b MOpPTaJl, YTOOblI yOe-
JUTBCS, YTO TOT HE 3aKPbLICS.

IMar Haz3an.

[Tpbrkok!

1 BoT MakcuM yxke OKa3aJicsl B IOJIETE CPeb HESICHOM ITyCTO-
Tbl. HeHachITHBIE TOTyOBle OTHU CXBATUJIM €0 M MOMOITIA eMy
B3JIETETh, HAIIPABUB HA BEPHBIN MyTh, 1 BMECTE C HUM yTOHYJIU
BHYTpU MOpTaJIa.

BypHBII NOTOK BO3/yXa BCKPYKWJI TOJIOBY IIAPEHBKY, a SICHBIE
LIBETHBIE OTHU OYpJIMJIM BOKPYT U PAObIO OTPAKaJIUCh B €r0 IJIa-
3ax.

[omyOble 3MeKM BUJIMCh BOKPYT HETO B TOJIETE HEKOTOPOE
Bpems. Bapyr oHu nposerenu Brepes, OCTAHOBUBIIWCH, Pa3BEp-
HYJIMCh U 3aKPYXKWINCh Mex 1y coOoil. Bce OpicTpeil u ObicTpei,
MIOKa HE CIUJIMCh B OIHY OOJIBIIYI0 CHHIOI KOOpY, KOTopas Jie-
Tena npsMo Ha Makca. [loanereB coBcem OnMM3KO, OHA HE cTaja



Hamajgarh cpasy, a 0OBUJIaCh BOKPYT HEro KOJIbLIAMU U C HIMPO-
KO OTKPBITOM MAcThi0 OJIeCHy/1a OTHEHHBIMU KJIbIKaMu. Bpocok!
1 Makc ysxe ObUT BHYTpH CBeTsIIeHcs KoOpbl. Censmuii romy-
00i1 OrOHb BHYTPH €€ upeBa SIPKO CBETWUJI B IVla3a JI0 HeCTepIlu-
Mo 6o, Bce ObUT0 HEUETKUM U OBICTPBIM — 3TO OBLIO TSIKe-
JIO BOCIIPUHMMATh OTHOBPEMEHHO, ¥ ITO3TOMY Makc Hayas1 He3a-
METHO JIsI caMOoro ceOst TepsITh co3HaHue. SIpkue romyosie, Oe-
Jible U (PUOJIETOBBIE OTHU CIIWJIMCh B €IMHOE IATHO IS HETrO,
a BCKOPE BOBCE II0Taciii B TEMHOTE.

Buxppr B KOMHare Kpyxuicsa orHaMM. IlnameHHsle 3MenMKku
CBUJIMCH B KJIyOOK U TOCJIE SIPKOM BCIIBIIIKY TIOTYXJIH, HE OCTa-
BUB HU cJie/la Ha 000sIX.

Korna KomblO 3aKpbLIOCh, BO3AYIIHBIA MOTOK, IIEAIINI
U3 MOpTaJIa, B MOCIIEIHIIA pa3 TBIXHYJI CO BCEH CHITBI M BRIOPOCHIT
NIOpBIB BETPA B KOMHATy, OCTaBMB €r0 KaK IOCJIEJHEE HAlIOMU-
HAHUE O TOM, YTO TYT IPOUCXOAUJIO.

Berep nporuesncs no creHam, OHSJI B BO3/lyX BUCEBIIME I11a-
KaThl M 3aIMCKHU, a Ha CTOJIE B3bEPOLLII JIUCTHI TETPAAU U MOA-
XBaTHJI BBEPX MAJICHbKYIO, OTMHOKO JIEKABIITYI0 OYMaKKY.

B KoMHaTe Bce yCroKOMIOCh, a OyMaxKa Mo-IpexHeEMY Kpy-
Kuiace B Bo3ayxe. Ilpogenas mapy nupysToB, 3amMcKa ynajia
HaJmuUChIo BBepX: «[Ipoctu, Mama, HO s1 OOJIbIIIe HE MOTY TEPIETh
Barmx ccop. 1 yoexan uz goma. M He nbitaiiTech MeHs1 HalTh !
51 He BepHyCh, IIOKA BBl HE ITpeKkpaTute ccoputhcs. [loka...»
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['onoBa xyTko Oonena, CJIOBHO C3aJd KTO-TO KpEMNKO 3a-
exaJsl MaccuBHOM a1yOuHON. [TogHATh BeKM OBUIO OUEHB TSIKETIO,
HO MakcuM Bce ke OTKPBLI I71a3a, ¥ TocJie HeOOJIBbLIOTo ToJI0BO-
KpYKeHUs KapTUHKA Tepe/l I1a3aMu cTajla yeTye.

C nepsoii ke ceKyHAbl Makcy ygajnoch MOHATb, UTO JIEKUT
Ha 3emJie. [Ipsmo nepen ero B3opoM KoJbIxajlach TpaBa; NapeHb
MIPOBEJT 10 Hel JIeBOM PyKOW — OHa ObLJIa HEBBICOKAsl, HO TaKasi
nymmcras! [TogHsB B3MIs1]] BbIIIE, OH YBH/IE CBOW POIHOM PIOK-
33K, OJVUHOKO BaJIABIIMICS CPEJU TPABHI.

Co3HaHME HAKOHELl OKOHYATEJIbHO BOCCTAHOBUIIOCH: «TaK...
41 Ha TpaBe. ['00Ba KyTKO OONHT, — MMOXOXKE, 51, BBUICTEB, YAl
CIMUHOW BHU3 M XOPOILIEHbKO IMIaHAapaxHyJics ronooi. Kak xe
6onbHO!. .. Ta-ak, s BbUIETEN U3 MOpTaa, HO Kyaa?». Measen-
HO TOBEpPHYB OOJIbHYIO TOJIOBY, UTOOBI HE CHJIBHO 3aJIETh OOJIb-
HOE MECTO, OH HE CMOT [TOBEPUTh CBOUM IJ1a3aM: MIPSIMO HaJl HUM
pAacTSHYJICS KYIOJI OrpOMHOro, 6e310HHoro Heba! Tricsun, Muit-
JIMap/bl 3Be3/1 KPYKUIM B IYLIMCTBIX, TEMHO-OOPAOBBIX, PO30-
BBIX M (PHOJIETOBBIX OOJaKax, peKko IMpOoJeTaBIIMX repen One-
cTsmmM nonotHoM. U iyHa, Takast Oobinast, HeOObYaitHO O0ITb-
11asi, CJIOBHO M3JIyyasa YCIOKaWBaIoIIMe BesTHUE CBOMM ceped-
PAHBIM CHSTHUEM.

MakcuM, He OTpbIBasi B3MIsAQ, PUTOTHSIICS, YTOOBI ONvKe
NOCMOTpeTh Ha 3T0 4yao. OH He 3aMeval HU BpeMeHH, HU BCe-



T0, 4TO OBbLJIO BOKPYT. 3BE3/Ibl 04apOBAJIM NAPEHbKA, U, Ka3aJI0Ch,
BCe HeOO OTPaXasIoCh B €ro OOJBIINX, HEMUTAIONIHX I71a3ax. OT1-
KPBIB POT OT BIEYATJICHU!, OH ObUI TOTOB CMOTPETh Ha BCE 3TO
BEYHO.

C TpyaoMm oTBe[is IJ1a3a OT O4apoOBaTeNIbHbBIX 3B€3[, Makc no-
poOoBaJT BCTaTh. BoOaBoK K TojloBe Havyasia modaiuBaTh CIv-
Ha. OH 00epHyJICs, U 103311 Hero ObUIa Ta JKe MOJISTHA U TO ke
He0o; HuYero 0osee — MopTaj 3aKpbUICs cpa3y ke, Kak MapeHb
BbLJIETE]T U3 HETO.

Makcum crostt Ha HeOoubion nonsiHe. [Ipssmo 3a Helr ObuT
CKJIOH, HO OYeHb KPYTOW; OH He BUIE], YTOOBI ObLJIO 32 CKOCOM.
TpaBa BOKpYT 4yTb KOJIbIXaJIACh OT MOPLIBOB TEIUIOrO BETEPKA.

FOHo11a nomara no 3Toi MArkoM MOJACTUJIKE K PIOK3aKy, KO-
TOPBI OBUT B IBYX miarax ot Hero. Ho He ycnien Makc npoTsiHy Th
PYKY K HEMY, KaK PSIZIOM UTO-TO MPOIIMBITHYJIO M BBICYHYJIO TO-
JIOBY HaJl TpaBoW. MasieHbKasi 3MelKa IJisijiesia KeIThIMU IJ1a3-
Kamu npsamo Ha Makcuma. [lapy ceKyH[ OHa IJIs/Iena Ha HE3HA-
KOMOE CYIIIECTBO M BAPYT Opocuiach B CTOpoHy. Makc, Oyayun
B CKPIOYEHHOM COCTOSIHUU WM C TIPOTSIHYTOW K PIOK3aKy PYKOH,
npocie vl B3IsiIoM 3a Hel. [Iporonss mapy MeTpoB, 3Meika
3aros3Iia Ha HeOOJbINo OyIbDKHUK (paHbiiie Makc ero He 3ame-
JaJT) ¥ CHOBA Ky/Ia-TO YCTaBUIaCh. MaKCHM yCTaJl CTOSITh B TAKOM
TIOJIOKEHUM U BCE K€ CXBATWJI PIOK3aK. KoxaHbIA MEIIOK OpsiK-
HYJI 3aCTEKKOWM M 3Mesl, UCIYTaBIIMCh 3ByKa, METHYJIAch 3a Ka-
MeHb, HO TIepe/l 9TUM Ha ee OOKax IMOKa3aJIMCh HEOOJbIIUE OT-
BEPCTHSI TIOXOXKKE Ha OOJBINME APAITAHBI, U OTTY/IA TIOSBUJIUCH



MaJIeHbKHE JIATIKU KaK Y SIEePHIIbl, CJIOBHO TaK U JIOJKHO OBITb.
W tenepsb y:xe 3Mes ¢ JanaMu SIIEPULIb (WK SIepyla ¢ JJIMHOU
1eei 1 XBOCTOM) yOexkasia BHU3 O CKJIOHY. YAuBJIeHUI0 Makca
He ObLJIO MpHjesna, TAKOro OH HUKOT/A He BUEN: 3Mes, J1a elle
Yl C JIallaMu, KOTOpbIe Npsa4yTcs! Yem-To 3TO CyecTBO HallOMU-
HAJIO KUTAKWCKOTO IPAKOHA.

[lapeHp mpocTOsI B CTYNOpe Napy MHUHYT: «$ TO4YHO
He Ha 3emuie. [Toxoke 3T0 AEMCTBUTENBHO NapalieJIbHbIA MUP.
W ecnu nogymars, ciaenys JIEreHJe, Ha 3EMJIE 3TO CYLIECTBO pas3-
MHOKWJIOCh HA 3MEN U Sepull. YIUBUATENBHO! XOTh TPOUCXOK-
JIEHUE )KMBOTHBIX Y BOJTIOLIMIO HA 3emuie He u3ydan! Her, Her. . ..
DTO AyPHOH COH, KOIIIMAP. ...».

CrpanHble 4yBCTBa 3aXJIECTHYJIM pasyM Makcuma. OH nmpoTu-
BWJICS caMoMy ceOe, He JKeJlal BepUTh B MPOUCXOIAIIee. YIUB-
JIEHWE ¥ OJHOBPEMEHHBIM CTPax 3a CBOIO KU3Hb MEIIAINCH B TO-
noBe. OH TPUCTIOHWIT CBOOOJIHYIO PYKY K BHE3AITHO OTSIKeJleB-
I1Ie rOJIoBe.

— DTOro He MOXeT OHITh. ... Takoro He ObiBaeT. Eciu 310 Tak
Y €CTbh, TO IYCTh YTO-TO MPOU30MAET! — C HApACTAaHUEM KpHUYAJl
napeHb B MyCTOTY, OTBOAA pyKy. OH OTKMHYJI PIOK3aK B CTOPO-
HY ¥ B MOJIbO€ pa3MaxuBasl pyKaMu. — ITO JIOJKHO TIPOU30UTH,
41o0bI 1 oBepwi! [lycts! 9 xmy!

MakcuM Hayajl ONJISIAbIBAaTbCs, MCKaTh Ila3aMu 3Hak. OH
oOepHyJICSl U BeTep, MOAOOHO BECEHHEMY, YTO TOHHUT OOnaka
MpouIeiel 3MMbl BAaJb, B MPOIUIOE, YIAPUI B JIMIO MOJIOIO-
My YeJIOBEKY, CJIOBHO BOMBAasi B CO3HAHHE TO, YTO Tereph Hava-



Jlach HOBasl IJ1aBa B €10 )KU3HU. BeTep oBesi1 ero ¢ HOT /10 TOJIOBBI
Y PaCTBOPUWJICA 3a CITIMHOU.

Makcum CTosi1, BAbIXasi CBEKUM TEIUIbIA BO3/1yX, OKYTaBIIIHANA
€ro,  XOTb IJI5/IeN B BBICOKOE HeOO, TeM BpEMEHEM BCMAaTpUBaJl-
cs1 B cBOIO ynry. He Hajo ObLIO JIMIITHKX CJIOB WM MpeI3HAMe-
HOBaHHUW; OH BCE ITOHSIIL.

[opoiins Kk kpato ckjioHa, Makcum ob6omiien OT U3yMJICHHUS.
HeObIBasas KpacoTa pa3BepHYJIach €ro B30py: BOJIIIIEOHO-KPacH-
BOE pO30BOE HEOO TYMAHOM CTEJIMJIOCH IT0 HUKHEW 4acTh He0o-
CKJIOHA, a OT CaMOr0 TOPU30HTA, 3AIMBAJIOCH ITyPITy PHBIM ITyXOM
3aKaTa. 3Be3/bl TaK ke KPY:KUJIM CTAalKaMU OKOJIO HOUHOTO CBe-
tuia. JlyHa ke Tiiesia B BUHHO-O0pIOBOM Kpeme ropu3oHTa. Ka-
3aJI0Ch, B rojioBe Makcuma urpaia Ase Mapus, HO He apuen
MIEBULIBL, & 32JIMBOM 3/ICIIHUX MTHILI, IPSYYIIUXCSA B OTPOMHBIX,
PacCTUJIAIONIUXCS 110 TPaBOMY Kpalo TOPU30HTA JIecax, U IIyMOM
MHOTOCTPYWHOTO BOZIONA/a, Pa3JIMBAIOLIETOCs IO MHOTOUMC/IEH-
HBIM [IOPOraM TAe-TO AAJIEKO.

Emy kazasioch, 4To OH Oy/IET CTOATh TYT BEYHO, OECKOHEUHO
BIJISI/IBIBASICh B MOTPSICAIOIINI MEeM3aXK, HO BCS paJIOCTh KyJa-TO
Hayaja Iporajarh, Kak TOJbKO BCIIOMHUJI JJIs1 YETO OH 3[€ECh.
[MonHsB, Nexamui y HOT, PIOK3aK OH BBIHYJ U3 OOKOBOTO Kap-
MaIlka TOT CaMblil KAMEHb: OH CTaJI 00Jiee IPKUM, TIOUTH CBETHII-
cs1. MakcuM HaBeJsl KaMeHb Ha JIYHHBIM CBET U KaMEHb HavaJl Ie-
penuBaThcsi OMPIO30i ¥ CUHEBOU. BhIMisiien oH ele KpacuBei,
yeM Ha 3emuie, TeM OoJiee Mof JIyHHBIM CBETOM.

HaranyB prok3ak Ha 1uiedd U OCMOTpeBLIUCh, MakcuM Ha-



IIeJT MyTh, YTOOBI CITYCTUTHLCS CO CKJIOHA. BBICTpO cemeHs1, mapy
pa3 CIOTKHYBIIUCH, MakcuM cOexas BHU3. Y CaMOro TOTHOXbSI
CKJIOHA JIeKaJIo IMHUPOKOE T0JIe, BTN KOTOPOTO BUTHEUCH Ipa-
HUIIBI JIECA.

Boiins B 3eneHOe MOpe, KOTOPOe OT JIYHHOTO CBETa Ka3ajioch
OUP30BHIM, MaKC 3aMeTHII, UYTO TPaBa C KX IbIM IIIarOM yBeJIH-
YMBAJIaCh B pa3Mepax M BCKOPE CTajla BBICOTOM MO rpyab. Makc
1IeJT He CIella, pacCTaBUB PYKU B CTOPOHBL. Msrkue, BilaXKHbIE
TPABUHKM LLEKOTAIN JIAIOHU U KOXKY PYK.

Makcum yCKOpWJI Iar, — OH YyBCTBOBJ YTO-TO HEOOBIU-
HOE B TpyOH, HE MOXOXee HU Ha CcYacThe, HU Ha YMHUPOTBO-
penue. Ha cepniie Obiio jierko u crnokoiHo. Hukakue 3a60ThI
€ro He OJ0JIEBAJIA, U OECIIOKOMTCS O YeM-JINO0 OBLIO OECCMBIC-
nenHo. OH cjoBHO Kpu4an Bcem: «Maute mpoub co cBOUMHU
npooiemamu. S poxaeH, 4ToOsl JieTaTh!». 3mech Makcum Ha-
e cBoit paii! Hakonell oH He BbIIepXkal U mooOexas, mooe-
Kaj 0e3 1ie/, He 3Has Kyda. B pajiocTHOM MmopsIiBe OH 3aKpy-
JKUJICS, @ OT CUACThS IaXkKe XOTEJIOCh Oe3YMHO CMESIThCST; YyBCTBA
pacrpaliv rpy/ib, BO3AyXy He XBataio mecta. OH 3aKpyKWIICS,
Y U3 TPaBbl TyuYeil BbUJIETEM Pa3HOOOpa3Hble MYIIKU U 6a004-
K. Makc He crapajcs X pasmisiieTb — 3TO ObUIO MPOCTO Kpa-
CHBO M HEOOBIYHO Aaxe B cymMOype, B Hepa30opuuBon Tyde. Sp-
KM€ KPAaCKU UX KPBUIBIIIEK U CBETSIIUECS Tesiblia ObLTH HeBEepO-
saTHbI! HakoHell OH epectalt KpyKHUThCS U yraj B TPaBy, OTOPO-
CHB PIOK3aK B CTOPOHY, a HACEKOMBIE eIlle OOJIbIIEH Tyuel BbI-
MOPXHYJIA BBBICh.



— Kpacora! — enga cipbiiHO npoMosiBui oHoma. OH Jiexan
1 Jacto apimai. OH Hacnaxgaicsa Kpacotod. OH HE XOTell Ky-
Ja-TO UITH.

3ayem OH 371ech?

3auem 00 3TOM aymarb? Jlydiie mpocTo MoJjekaTb, YCHYTh
B CbIPOW MYIIKCTOW NIEPUHE TPaBbl U HE JyMaTh HUA O YEM...

Ot HacnaxaeHus MakcuM 3aKpbul IJ1a3a, HO BAPYT BCIOMHUIT
0 JoMe, o ceMbe, 0 CoHe. ... Bo3aM0xHO, ceiuac OHU YK€ BEPHY-
JIUCh JIOMOM, HAIILIM 3allMCKy, U, MOXET, NepekuBaioT 3a Mak-
cuMma, a oH? OH Jaxe He TOayMasl O ONM3KUX, yOexkaa HEBECTh
Ky/aa.... BuHa 3a cronp Oe3paccygHblii MOCTYNOK Hayana Ja-
BUTb Ha ropiao Makcumy, U ObUIOE CYacTbe Kyda-TO YJeTy4H-
nock. Terepp Ha AyIe OblIa TOIBKO TpeBora. Makc mpUmoaHsII-
csl ¥, OOHSIB KOJIEHH, OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY. Bypsi amormii oOpyIu-
JIaCh Ha HETO: YAUBJIEHUE, PAJIOCTh, BOCTOPI CMEHSIIUCh HEBEPU-
€M, CTPaxoM, TPEBOTOK.

Tenepp HeT myTn Hazaa. OH HE JOMa U, BO3MOKHO, HUKOT/IA
HE CMOXET BEPHYTbCA. MOXET, €ero pacrep3aioT 3BEpU; MOKET
OH 3a0JTyAMTCS, YMPET C TOJIOAY WK NOPTal MPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO
HE OTKPOETCS CHOBA.

«['me cetyac uckathb 31010 3BepsA? KTO 3HAeT, Kak OH BHITJIS-
JuT? — nymail MakcuMm. — 3aueM ke s TEpSIo BpeMs 7».

[Tapenb noaTsiHYN K ceOe pIOK3aK U MOIHSJICS C TeIJIoN (Kak
HU CTPAaHHO) 3eMJIM. Tenepb MyTh €ro Jiexkas K Jiecy, Tyaa, Iie
CKOpeli BCcero oOMTaeT ero BTopasi IyIia. . ..
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Makcum B3ITISI0M U3MEPUIT BBICOTY JIEPEBBEB, TE, Ka3aJIOCh,
ObLIM BHIIIE JECATUITAKHOIO JJOMa, He MeHsblne. [lepen camum
JIeCOM pacCcTUIasIach HeOObIasl JOPOKKA U3 MOIIHBIX KOpHEN
KpailHuXx epeBbeB. Ecu BrisiieTbes BIyOb Jieca, TO MOYTH BCS
3eMJIs1 OblIa 3aI0JIOHEHA STUMU KOPHSMU.

Makcum nomesn Boepe. 1aTi no orpoMHENIIMM OTPOCTKaM
OBbLIO HE MPOCTO — Mapy pa3 OH YyTh He BHIBEpHYI Hory. Kpoc-
COBKHM 3aCTpEBAIM MEXly MOLIHBIMU KOPHAMU, 1 Makc crapai-
Csl MOTU KaK MOXHO OCTOpOkHeW. BOT yxe nmokasajoce MecTo,
I/ie JIUCThsI, TPaBbl, KAMHHU U MIECOK OoJiee-MeHee BhIPABHUBAIIH
nopory. I[o kpaitHeit Mmepe, 1Mo HEl MOKXHO UATH, He OOSCH CIIO-
Matb Hory. Tpora Oblla MIMPOKasi — MOXOXke, 3[1eCh YacTo MPo-
XOJAT 3BEPU U COBCEM HE MajieHbKue. KTo 3Haer, ¢ kem emy TyT
IPUAETCS BCTPETUTHCS.

Cryctst MUHYT A€CATh OH OKa3ascs B camou ryme. [llupokue
CTBOJIBI JIepEBbEB OOBUBAIM Pa3HOOOpPA3HbIE BHIOHKH U IBETHI.
[Toutn Kaxa0e JepeBO OTIIMYAIOCh CBOMM LIBETOUKOM: Y OJIHO-
ro OHM OBUIM PO30OBBIE, y APYToro xenrsie. 1 uto yauBuTensHo,
9YeM BHIIIIe pOC IIBETOK, TEM CBETIIee ero jenecTku. Takum oOpa-
30M, Ha CTBOJIE JIepeBa LIBEJI LIEJIbIN NIEPEIUB KPACOK OT CBETJIIOrO
K TEMHOMY. BBIOHKY OTBETBIISUIMCH MEJIBYANIIIAMU OTPOCTKAMH,
¥l T€ BIIMBAJIMCh B CaMble MEJIKUE KUJIKH KOpbl. JInaHel, Melasch
C IUMPOKUMHU JIUCThSIMU, CBUCANIN C OOJBIIAX BHICOKMX BETOK.



Kyctel B 3TOM Jlecy ObutM pa3sHOOOpA3HEUIIMMU: BHICOKHE
Y HU3KUE, MEJIKOJIUCTHBIE U IIMPOKOJIMCTHBIE, C IIBETAMU U 0e3.
A paciBeTka ux ObUIa HEMOBTOPUMA: JIMCThsI ObLTM PO3OBBIMH,
(proneToBbIMHU, OEJTBIMU, C IIBETHBIMH ITPOKWJIKAMHA M TOMY TIO-
no6Hoe. PazHOOOpa3HOI paciiBeTKOW OTIMYAIUCH HE TOJIBKO KY-
CTBI, HO ¥ HEKOTOPBIE JIEPEBbSI.

— Takoro TOYHO He BCTPETHIIL JIOMa! — BCIYX YIUBJISUICS
Makc.

[To necy To u Jieno pa3aaBavch NPUIYIJIMBbIE KPUKU NTHII,
MUJIOE KypPJIbIKaHbe, MMEeTYKU KITIOBOB, U TOPTaHHBIA Tpeck. Of-
Ha TTUYKA HEMOJAJIeKy 3aJMBaslach YIIOMIOKAaHbEM. A TJEe-TO
B INIyOMHE Jieca 3BeHela KpacuBasi MPOTSKHAS TIECHb TOJIOCH-
cToil nTulibl. B HeOe TOHOCHIIMCh KPUKW XMIHUKA. DTH ITHIIBI
¥ MHOTHE Apyrue ObUTA KaK eUHBI OPKECTpP, CO3IAIONIIIA CHM-
(honmio BommeOHOTO Jeca.

B kycrax, Ha JepeBbsiX, B BO3/IyXe BUTAIM MaJleHbKUE pa3-
HOIIBETHBIE CBETJISTYKM, 0a00UKM M TIpoure HaceKoMbie. [Topoio
MpOJIETAJIA CYIECTBA, TIOXOXKKE HA CTPEKO3, HO C JUIMHHBIMH,
Pa3HOIIBETHBIMM, C OCTPBIMU KOHUMKAMH KPBUIbSIMU. A y 0a-
00YEK KpbLIbsi OBLIM MPO3PAYHBIMH, CO CIIOSTHBIM OTOJIECKOM
Y C TOHKOM CBeTsIIeics kaiMmon. [IpakTHuecKu BeCh JieC CBETHII-
cs1 pa3HOOOpa3HENIUMY KpackaMu. [[BeTHbIE OTOHBKY JIETATIH,
TIPHITAJIA 1 CTIOKOMHO KOJIBIXAJIMCh OT JIETKOTO IOPBIBA BETpa.

Taner orHeit ouapoBbiBajl Makcuma 1 OH, pasrisabiBast Kax-
JBIA KYCTHMK, KaX[Ibld IIBETOYEK, MepecTay 3aMedyarb Bpems
¥ C KaXJBIM IIIArOM JIBUTAJICSI MeJJIeHHee. DTO YCIIOKarBaJIO



Y OTBJIEKAJIO OT MYTAIOUIUX U TSDKEJIBIX MbICIEN O MPEACTOSAIINX
OIACHOCTAX, O TOM, KTO MOT IIPATATBHCSA 32 TEM WX UHBIM JIEpe-
BOM WJIM KyCTOM M KaK MHOTO IIPUJETCS ITPOUTH.

Kakue-To rpbI3yHBl MEJbKOM MpOOeraau Ioj ero Horamu
Y NIPSTAJIUCh B TPaBE WM KOPHSIX MOKPBITHIX MXOM U MCUE3IU
HeBeJoMa Kyza. KpynHble siepuisl CiycKaauch ¢ BEPIIMH M-
TaHTCKHUX JEPEBbEB U CMOTPEIIH, BHIITYUHB I71a3a, Ha TMKOBUHHOE
CYLIECTBO.

HeoxuaHHble, CIOBHO TPECK MOJTHUU, KPUKH, YXaHbs1 U BU3T
MECTHOM (payHbI Kax1blid pa3 cBoauii ¢ yma Makcuma. OH B OTMH
MUT TPOLYMbIBA (POPMBI, KJIBIKA M KOITH JUKOTO 3BEpsl, 4TO,
TI0 €r0 MHEHUIO, ceryac HanajeT. [ 0TOBUJICA K aTake OTKY[a-TO
CBEPXY WU U3-32 CIUHBL. CKUMAasCh BCEM TEJIOM, OH MEJIbKOM
OIJISABIBAJICS, HO BCTpPEYall JIMILb TEMHOTY MPONIEHHBIX TPOI
WUJIM K€ PA3HOLIBETHYIO HOUHYIO MTHULLY, XJIOMAIOILYI0 KPbUIbSIMHU.
Ee Bbllly4eHHbIE CTEKJISIHHBIE I71a3a YCTABJISUIUCh Ha YEJIOBEKA.
«Yepr 1e0s noxepu!» — pyraiics mpo ceOs Kaxaplid pa3 Makc,
OOJIETYeHHO YITBIOASIC.

Bonee-MeHee NpUBBIKHYB K OKpyXkalolieid o0cTaHoBKe, Mak-
cuM yckopui miar. Ho ponro uaru, 6e3 npuKIIIOYeHUi He yaa-
sock. [TouyBCcTBOBAB, UTO M03a/1 KTO-TO €CTh, IAPEHb UCITyTaJl-
cs1 11 OBICTPO OOEPHYJICSA, OKUAAS yBUIETh XUIIHUKA. 3BEPeK, KO-
TOPBIN 1€ 32 MakcoM, Takke UCIyrajics napeHbKa, Koraa ToT
BHE3AITHO MMOBEPHYJICA.

3Beph ObUT MOXOX HAa MAJIEHHKOTO MUIIKY-KOQTy WU XKe
Ha TOJICTOTO KOTa, C HEOOJIBIIMM MYIIHCTHIM XBOCTOM, C JIalKa-



MU KaK y Jjemypa. Mopra ero Toxe Kak y KOIIKH, HO C KPYIJIbl-
MU YIIKaMUA 1 OOJIBIIUMHY TJIa3aMH, KOTOpPBIE OT HMCIyTa CTaju
ertie 6onblne. «YynakoBaToe CyIecTBO», — MOAyMaB, TPUTIOHSLIT
OpoBb Makc.

«Cy1iecTBo» ke He NepecTaBaso IMseTh CBOUMU OI'POMHBI-
MU I71a3aMU Ha Hero. ['71a3 ero 3agepraics v 4yepe3 MUHYTY YCH-
JIMU 3BEPEK COCTPOMJI TAKYIO K€ IPUMacy, Kak y MOJIOIOTO 4Ye-
JoBeKa. Makcum yIuBUIICS, HO TaK M HE MOHSJ, C KaKOW LEJIbIO
3BEpeK TaK CAesall, U B OTBET JIMIIb Moxkall miedamu. OrsiaeB
C TOJIOBBI JIO TSIT 3BEPS], OH Pa3BEPHYJICS U MoUIarai Jajiblie.

[Tpoiias nATh 1MaroB, OH 3aMETWJI, 4YTO BO3JI€ HOT NTOKA3aJI1ach
Ta e Mopaouka. Ho oH He ocTaHaBIMBAJICS U CTAPAJICS ITOKA3bl-
BaTh PABHOAYIIIKE, HAJIESICh, YTO BCKOPE ITOT MyXJIbIA «IOIYKO-
TUK» OTCTaHeT. BMecTe OHM NI MUHYT ISATb.

3Bepek, He OTCTaBasi, CTaJ TMOTHUXOHBKY TBITAaThCSI BCTATh
Ha 3aJiHue Janbl. MakcuM MOHsI, YTO Tak MPOCTO OH HE OTBSI-
KeTcst M OyIeT CTaparhCsl MOIpaKaTh My BO BCEX IBHIKEHUSIX.
Tem BpeMeHeM 3BEpb-IIOBTOPIOIIKA YK€ XPOMAJl HA CBOMX JIBO-
YX; Telepb OH CTapaJiCsl 3aKUHYTh MEepeJHKE Jallbl TaK, CJIOBHO
JEepXKUATCA 32 JIIMKM plok3aka kak Makcum. OH, nomarbiBasich
Y KOBBUISIS, BCE K€ CMOT IOBTOPUTD ABM:KeHHe Makca.

3penuiie 3ab6aBHOE, HO TOTHMXOHBKY HAUYaIo pas3jipaxkarb
Makcuma. 1 TyT MelibKkHYJIa TeHUabHas (KakK MoayMall OH caM)
MBIC/Ib B €ro rojyioe: «Yro eciau 310 U ectb Mou 3Bepb? Bpo-
Jie cTapaercst ObITh TIOXOKUM Ha MeHs1. Koneuno, Mmoxet IToBTo-
PIOIIKA 3TO JeJIaeT IMPOCTO TaK.... A CMBICI? — OH CHOBA OIJIA e



nonyT4rka. — Hy 9to % — monbITaioch».

[Tapenb MpUTOPMO3UJI, CKMHYJ PIOK3aK C IJieya M J0CTall
U3 KapMaHa 3aBETHBIN KaMellleK. 3BEPeK 3aMETUJI, YTO HE3HAKO-
Mell OTCTaJl JIUIIb CITYCTsI HECKOJIbKO mIaroB. M, oGepHyBIIKCD,
3aMETUJT B pyKax 4YesIoOBeKa MHTEPECHYIO OJIECTSIIIYIO BEIIHITY.

— Wnu croma. nm, He Oovicsi, — Makc crai 3BaTh 3BEpbKa K ce-
0e, 4TOObI TOT TPUKOCHYJICS K KPUCTAILTY /JIsi OOMeHa peyblo. —
CMmoTpu, Kakasi KpacuBasi 1ITy4JKa!

[MoBTOpIOIIIKA € TOAO3pEeHreEM TOCMOTpe Ha Makca, Kak Oyi-
TO 3HaJI, YTO TOT HE MPOCTO TaK XOYET OTAATh EMY KaMeHb. Me-
JICHHO, eJie NepeBuras Janamu (Teneppb yXke Ha 4eThIpex) OH
TSHYJICS 32 HEOKMJAHHBIM MojapkoM. Ceiiuac 3BepeKk HaroMu-
HaJl 00€3bsIHKY, KOTOPasi XOUeT 0ToOpaTh OaHaH — MepeIBUralICs
OOUYKOM, TIPOTATUBAS JIAITy.

XBars! 3Bepek modesxan or MakcrMa mpodb ¢ KAMHEM B Jia-
nax. bexan He ObICTPO — MSCUCTOE TeJIO He JaBasio OBICTPO Tie-
peaBUrath JIalkaMu, TeM 0oJiee C rpy30M.

— 3, croit! — MakcuM He OXUIall TaKoW OBICTPOM peaKIu,
HO JIOTHATh BOPUIIIKY HE COCTABHJIO OOJIBIIIOrO TPY/a.

[MonxBatus TToBTOpIOIIKY MO/ IEPEAHNE JIarbl, OH HAYaJ Bbl-
pbIBaTh KaMeHb. 3BEpb K€ Hayall BBIPbIBATHCS, CTAPAJICS BCSTUe-
CKUM CIIOCOOOM HE OTHaBaTh «KPACUBYIO IITYUKY».

— Otnait! 1o moe! 4 xoTes auiilb MOrOBOPUTH !

Hakonernl eMy yaanoch BBIXBaTUTh U3 HIENIKUX JIall KPUCTAJLIL.
Makc Havan mpoOoBaTh MPHUCIOHITh KaMEHb K TNy 3BepbKa,
9YTOOBI TIOTOBOPHTH C SIKOOBI BTOPOM TYIIOW, KOTOPOH BPOJe Kak



SIBJISIETCSI 3TO JKUBOTHOE.

— 9, ayuto! CKkaxu 9T0-HUOYAb, — B OTBET JIMIIIb MPEKHUAN
’KaJIOOHBIN MUCK BbIpBIBAIOIIErocs 3Bepsi. «Bunumo 310 He OH,
7100 5 UTO-TO HE TaK JIeJalo», — pa3oyapoBasics napeHb. OH Ha-
JesiJICsI, UTO HAWTH HY)KHOTO 3Bepsl yaacTcsl ObICTpO U Oe3 Ka-
KHUX-JTOO MpoOsIeM.

Ha momeHT 3Bepb niepecTas OpbIKaThCsl M 3aMep, ellie OoIbIIe
BBIMYYMB I1a3za. Makca 310 Hactopoxuio. Bapyr IToroprorii-
Ka Pe3KO BBIPBAJICS, CAJJaHyB €My PYKY KOTTSIMH TPU TPBIKKE.
On nmomyaricst Kyga ObICTpeil, 4eM ¢ KaMHeM, HO Terieph CJierka
MIOCKYJIMBAs1, TP 3TOM OCTaBJIsis Clie/l MaJI€HbKUX KOPUYHEBBIX
«TOPOILIUH».

VBuaeB 3to Makc nocmesics:

— [loBTOpIOMIKA, TOXE MHE. .., — U KPUKHYJ BIOTOHKY: — A 5
Tak He genan! Xa-xa!

Ho Bce e nmapHsi HACTOpOXUJIa TaKasi peakius 3Bepsi. 3ame-
THB YTO-TO HEJaHOE, OH HAaYaJl UCKATh B3IJISAOM, YEro Tak Ha-
nyrazcs 3Bepek. IloBepHyscs U MOHsI, YTO BCE 3TO BpeMs I0-
3a]]1 HETO B KyCTax ropesiu ABa kenTbix rmasza. Cepaiie Makcuma
OelIeHO 3aKOJIOTHIIOCh, MYJILCUPYS C KAXK/IbIM YAapOM B BUCKaX,
a cam oH ctan Oenee Mena. OH cTapascs He IeBEIUThCS, YTOObI
HE CIPOBOLMPOBAThH XUIIHUKA, HO CEpLE KOJIOTUIIOCh TaK, 4To,
KaxeTcs, axe 3Bepb CIbIILIAI Ero.

Paznasics, Tuxuid yrpoOHBIN peIK U3 KycTOB. [ 71a3a cyiecrsa
KOBApHO MOCMOTPEJIM Ha KePTBY, M TYT €Ille TPU Mapbl 3arope-
Joch HaJ HUMU. Ternepp Ha IOHOIY YCTaBUJIOCh BOCEMb IJ1a3,



Kaxas napa Oosnbine npeabiayieil. OT Takoid HEeOKUAaHHOCTU
Makca eltie cujibHer 3aKOJIOTHUIIO.

«MeHsl HEeNpeMeHHO COXPYT», — MOXHO ObLJIO MPOYUTATH
TI0 €r0 MCIYTaHHBIM TJ1a3aM.

W3 KycTOB MoKa3anach rojioBa, MOXoxkas Ha KPOKOAWIIBIO, —
C TAaKUMH ke pa3Mepamu, HO TeJIO, B OTVIMYME OT KPOKOAUIIBETO,
OBLIO OIPOMHBIM, COOTBETCTBOBAJIO TOJIOBE; C OCTPHIMU CKYJIaMH
Y JPYTUMU BBICTYTIAIOIIMMH YaCTSAMU MACTH, C HO3IPSAMU SIIIe-
PHUIIBI U C MHOKECTBOM TOpSIIUX 1ia3. [[ByMs cioBaMu — KyT-
Kast TBaph. [loxoxke, BO BpeMsi pa300poK ¢ BOpUIKorn Makcum
HaJies1al MHOTO IIyMa, TeM CaMbIM MPUMaHUB XUIITHUKA.

JTMHHAS MUpoKas Iesl pa3ayBajlaCh OT YacTOro JIbIXaHMS
TBapH, KOTOpas 3arjaThiBajia ¢ KaKIbIM pa3oM OOJIbIIe BO3/IyXa,
TOTOBSICh HAmacTh. Jlambl ObUIM KaK y TUHO3aBpa: Yelryinvarhie,
MACCHUBHBIE, C KOTTSIMUA Ha PACTOMBIPEHHBIX MaJIbIaX; OHU pa3-
MUHAJIACh TTepe]] PbIKKOM, crpedast 3emMitio moj ceds.

[epBbie HECKONBKO CEKYH/I MapeHb He MOT JIBUHYThCSI — HO-
T U PYKU CKOBAJI XYTKUU CTpax IMepe OrPOMHBIM CYILIECTBOM.
Ho BoT co3Hanue BepHYIoch. Makc Hauaa MeIJIeHHO MPUTIOAHU-
MaThCsl C KOJIEH — 3Bepb 3apbiuai. M BOT yxke clIoMs ToJIoBYy Ma-
PEHb HecCsl CKBO3b KYCTHI U TPaBYy.

XUIIHUK KYTKO PABKHYJI M moOexan crienoM. JlucraHimio
€My YIaBaJIOCh MPEOAOJieBaTh OYEHb JIETKO — OTPOMHBIE JIarlbl
3a pa3 MepenphIruBau paccTossHUe, KoTopoe Makc mpoberai
I11aroB 3a JI€CATh.

[MapHio ke ObUIO TSKENO OeXaTh — HOTM 3aCTpEeBAIM U Y-



TAJIMCh B KOPHSX JIepEeBbEB. MeJIbKOM OIJISIHYBIIUCH, OH TTOHSLI,
9TO PACCTOSTHUE BOT-BOT COKPATUTHCS JI0 MUHUMYMAa W BCTPEYr
C MaCThIO XUIIHKUKA eMy He u30esxath. «Ha nepeBo!» — 1 B cumnra-
HbIe CEKYH/Ibl TAPEHb 3ALIETJICS 32 JIMaHy OJIHOTO U3 JIePEBbEB.
MakcuM ucIyrasics, 4to He yCreeT B300paThCsl, Be/ib CUJTbI ObLIH
Ha MCXOJie, HECMOTPS Ha SKCTPEMATbHYIO CUTYAIIMIO, B KOTOPOM
aJIpeHaJIVH 3allIKaJIMBA; 1a U B TIPOILJIOM OH HE OTJIMYAJICS XO-
pormuMu (PU3UIECKUMH HaBbIKAMHU.

Bce Bhile 1 BhIIIE, a 3Bepb Bce Ommke 1 Ommke. M BOT yxe
XUIIHUK B IBYX METPaX OT KEPTBBI — MPBIKOK, HO MOIIIHBIE JIAIThI
HE CMOIJIM CXBaTUTh 32 HOTY MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKa.

MakcuMy 1aHO OBLIO Tapy CeKyH/I OTIBIIIATHCS, HO pacciiad-
JIIThCSL HEJTb351 — KOBAPHOMY JKMBOTHOMY HE COCTaBJISJIO TPyl
3a0paThCsl MOBBIIIIE UK TOCUTIbHEN MPHITHYTh.

«Kyna 6exarb?!» — mapeHb cujies Ha BETKE W UCKAJT TJIa3aMu
BBIXO]I, a JIO APYTUX JIEPEBbEB JIAJIEKO.

MHorornazas 3Bepiora TeM BpeMEHEM ke Hadaja HCKarh,
Kak Obl COPOCUTH C BETKH YOEralollyio kepTBy. 3Bepb KOBAPHO
¥ XUTPO MOCMOTpEJT Ha TapHsl. Makc UCIyTascsi TaKoro 37100HO-
ro B3rsaa: «OTHIONB He K 100py, OX, He K 100py !».

JKuBOTHOE Me/IJIEHHO OITYCTHJIO TOJIOBY U C TEM e B3IJISIOM,
MONATHIIOCH Ha3aj.... Xpsm! OHO, ¢ CUJION aBTOMOOWJIS, yaa-
PUJIO TIO CTBOJTY CBOEH MOIIHOM TOI0BOM. [lepeBo MoIaTHynoch
¥ yIApHOU BOJIHOY MTapHSI METHYJIO B cTOpoHy. OH 4yTh He ynad,
HO YCIIeJI CXBaTUThCsI PyKaMH 32 BETKY. JTO ellie OOJIbIIe pa3bir-
paJio a3apT y rOJIOJHOTO XUIITHUKA — NOObIYa ObUIa Tak OJM3Ka.



Makc mo-npexHeMy cTapajicsl IepXkKaThCs 32 BETKY, HO elle
OJVH TOJTYOK U €My He yaepKarbcs. B razax cusii crpax, Xo-
JIOTHBIN ITOT 3aJIMBAJI BUCKM.

Xpsm! — ¢ 6osnbled cuon TpsAxHYJIo aepeBo. [lanbiel Hava-
JIM COCKaJTb3bIBaTh C BETKH, a KOpa I1aparaja KOoxy.

3Bepb elle OTPsAXUBAI rojioBy oT yaapa. [loxoxe, HeCMOTpst
Ha MOIITHOCTh Yeperna, eMy ObLJI0 001bHO. EIMHCTBEHHBIN BBHIXO]T
Jutst Makca — 3To BOCIIONb30BaThCS May30i, HO IPUAYMAaTh J1ajTb-
HEWIHIA X0/ He YJAJIOCh — TAJIbIIbl, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HE BBIJIEP-
JKaJIM U COCKOJIb3HYJIM. MaKCUM y:KacHO MEeperyraics U peru,
YTO 3TO KOHell. Bee sryuriivie MOMEHTBI ero )U3HH CTasli Ipooe-
rath niepes rmazamu. Ho k yauBnenuio MakcuMma, ero He cxBa-
THJIA KJIBIKACTasl TacTh 3BePsI — €ro KOMYMK JIMIIh BCTPETHIICS
C TBEPIOU CIIMHOM, €Ie HE OYYXAaBILIErocs, XUIIHUKa. Makc co-
CKOJIb3HYJI BJIOJIb TI0 CITUHE U KOPOTKOMY XBOCTY 3BEPSI.

Ha cexyHny mapeHb 0OepHYJICS — 3Bepb, TeTlephb YKe yrnupa-
SICh JIaTIaMM B 3eMJTIO, CTApaJICs CBAJIUTh HEOOJIBITIOE, pacilaTaB-
ieecst OT ynapoB, aepeBo. [loxoxe, OH 1axe He MOYyBCTBOBAI,
YTO KTO-TO MPOEXAJICS IO ero cruHe. Makcum oOpaTui BHUMa-
HUE Ha CITMHY 3Beps — OHa Oblj1a TIOKPhITa TOJICTBIMUA POMOOBU/I-
HBIMU TTacTuHaMu. He oueHb sicHa ux (pyHKIUS U151 XUITHUKA,
HO CKOpEeW OHHM UTpaJid €My PoJib IIUTA, TOSTOMY OH HE MOYYB-
CTBOBAJI JIaXxke CHJILHOTO yJapa MaaioIiero Tena.

Makc ckopeil MeTHYJICS B KYCThI, YTOOBI 3BEpIora He YCrie
onoMHUThCA. OH OeXxal, He ONIAABIBASICE, JIUIIL ObI MTOJAJIbIIIE.
PIoK3ak HEMHOTO MeIIAJICS W CUJIBHO IIIyMeJT, YTO elle OOJbIIe



MOIJIO IIPUBJIEYb BHUMAHUE KEJIAIOLIMX IEPEKYCUTD YEIOBEYH-

Hoil. [lapens Oexan, orubasi BCTpeyaBIIMEeCs Ha IyTH JAEPEBbsI.

Cuiibl yKe UCCSAKIIM Y TIOHEMHOTY HAa4yaJlo KOJIOTh B TPYIU.
«Bpone yxe Janeko...».



I'naBa 6

Bpone yxke Jajieko, MOXHO M IIpUcecTb OTAOXHYTh. Cepate
ele KOJIOTUJIOCh, HO OBbUIO yXe Jierde B OCHOBHOM M3-3a TOTO,
YTO MO3a¥ HUKTO HE TOHUTCA. MaKcuMm 3aimel B camylo ITyOb
neca. OH COBCeM 3aMeUIWI IIAr ¥ YK€ OCMaTpUBaJICs, Kyja Obl
IIPUCECTb, KaK BAPYT MOSABUINCH MAJIEHBKUE KEJIThIE OTOHEUKH
BIAJIM.

«Yt1o? CHOBa Ta TBaphb ?».

Bropyr oroHbkd BHOBb MCYE€3JIM, U CHOBA TOSIBUINCH YyXke
3a ApyruMm zepeBoM. U Tak, Menbkass MexJy IEpEBbEB, OrOHb-
K{ MpUOIKaInch K mapHio. OHM yxke OblT OyKBaJIBbHO B ABYX
MeTpax OT Hero.

Makcy crajio CTpaiiHO, HO OH HE MOT OTOpBAThCSl OT ITHX
OrOHBKOB — OHU OBbUIM HEOOBIYAHO KPacHBBI, OHU MaHWIH, KaK
OrOHb MaHWJI HECYACTHBIX MOTBUIBKOB.

«Her! — mapens cam cebst OTBET OT MBIC/IH TIOJONTH K HE3HA-
komuy. — Hano yxomute, cpoyHO!» — MOICO3HAHME KPHUYAJIO.
MenJieHHO, HO BEPHO OH IoLIaraj BIIPaBo, HO BCE PaBHO HE CBO-
JWJI B3I/1a C OTHEW — TETIepb OHU OCTABAJIMCh HETIOJBHKHBI.

«beru! bern! bern!» — co3HaHue gaBano KOMaHAy HOraM, Kak
MOXHO ObICTpell yOupaTbcsl ¢ 3TOr0 MecTa.

[Mozaau nocasimancs xpun. [lapeHs Gesxait OT Hero, HO XpuM
B TY K€ CEKYH/ly CTaJl FpPOMYE.

3Bepb CXBaTWJI NapHs 32 BOPOT KO(TH U MOTALIMI, MATICh



Ha3aJl, CTPAIIHO pblua u MmycKas cmoHy. Ero Mopna Obuia nmpsimo
3a 3aThUIKOM U Makc He MOT yBHJIETh, KTO Ha HErO Hamall.

Makcum OBICTPO COPUEHTUPOBAJICS Y CXBATHIT PSIJIOM BaJIsiB-
nryiocst BeTky. OH HavyaJl crapaTbCcsl Maxath €id 3a TOJIOBOM, YTO-
OBl yIapUTh IO TIACTH 3BEPSI.

Konan!

3Bepb B3BbUI. Makc OBICTPO METHYJICS B CTOpOHY. OH MOYyB-
CTBOBAJI, UTO €ro YeJI0CTh TOXE CJerka CBelo, HO He 0OpaTui
0co00ro BHMMaHMs, Bellb celvac IlaBHOe yOexkaTh IMOJalIbile
¥ 30aBUTKCS OT mpecienoBanus. OH CBeJ 3Ty 00Jb K TOMY, 4TO
MOT' CaM YIapHUThCS, IOKa OOOPOHSIIICS.

Ortoiinsg or 00/MM, XUIIHUK CBUPETO MOCMOTPEN Ha KEpPTBY.
[Mapens ormsiHyICSA ¥ yBUIET — TIO3aQ1 CUJIEN OOJIBIION YePHBIN
CKPIOYEHHBII BOJIK U €r0 paHHee JKeJIThIe I71a3a CTAJIN OTUXOHb-
Ky OKpAaIllMBaThCSI B TEMHO-OPAHKEBbIM, CJIETKa KPACHBIM, K-
Ka 32 KUJIKOU. BbUTO SICHO — XMIIHUK HE Ha IIYTKY Pa303JIHIIC.

OH 3apblyal ¥ KUHYJICA B CTOPOHY MapHs, HO Makc oxuaan
9TOTO U MPUCTABUI TIepe]] TPYIbI0 Ty e MOIIHYIO BETBb. 3yObl
U JIarbl BOJIKA YIEPIKCh B «IIUT». Makc OTOpOCHII €ro B CTO-
POHY — 3TO OBUIO HE JIETKO, 3Bepiora Obljia O0JIbINasi, IOOOJIbIIE
BOJIKA, MOIITHEH, HO He Ooibilie MenBessi. [lajieko cornepHuka oT-
OpOCHUTD HE TOTYYUIIOCh — XMIITHKK TYT %€ BCTaJI Ha Jarbl. [J1a-
3a TeM BpEeMeH CTaJIl COBCEM KpacHble — KyTb. He 1iepeMoHSCh,
OH Blienwjics B pyKy Makca. OH 3akpuyail. 3Bepb TOXKe TYT ke
B3BbUL. OH OTCTYNWJI, CKYJIsI, KpIOYach M MOJKaB Jiamy, a Iyia3a
BBIPXaJi OOJIb ¥ IPOCTh OTHOBPEMEHHO.



Makc TeM BpeMeHeM TOKe CTOHAJI M KPIOUHJICS OT OOJIH B CTO-
poHke. UyTh OMpaBUBIINCH U 3aMETUB CTPa/iaHus BOJKa, Mak-
CUM TIOHSUT — YTO-TO TYT He Tak. OHuM 0ba cuaenu, odeperas
OosbHBIE MecTa. 3Bepbh He PUCKHYJI ellie pa3 Opocuthbes. [Toxo-
e, OH ObUT HE TaK TJIyIL.

Makcum He Mor cam ceOe oBepuTh: «HeyKTo oH Tak OBICTPO
HaImes cBoero 3Bepsi». HecMoTpst Ha 60:1b, 110 Jiriy Makca Hava-
JIa pacIyIbIBaThCsl cyacTauBas ynbioka: «51 ero nammen! Heyxenu
310 oH? Mot 3Bepb! Bropas ayma!»

Bonk ke He moHMMa, 4YTo mpoucxonuT. Jlana no-npexHemy
00JIUT, HO HEMOHATHO movyeMy. Kakoe-To cTpaHHOE CYIIEeCTBO
CHUJIUT U YJILIOAETCSI HAIIPOTUB, XOTS OH TOJIBKO UTO Haraj Ha 3TO-
ro.... ApyHororo. Hamagare eme pa3? PuckoBare HE Ha10 — 31O
CYIIECTBO MOIJIO €llle pa3 XOPOIIEHbKO YAapUTh.

— Wm, unu criona, — Makcum ctai mpu3biBaTh BOJIKA M ITPUMa-
HUBaTh K ceOe Ipoxanmmu pykamu. — Mau He Oovics. S He oou-
Ky, — «XOTSI KTO KOTO TyT OOMIUT...». — Eciu Thl Oyaens 100-
PbIM, TO ¥ sI Oy TaKHM.

Makc OCTOpOKHO BCTaJl M CAAeJIall Imar K XuImHuKy. [Tocmbl-
I1JICS JIETKUH PBIK.

— Ma nagHo! 1 mpocTo Xo4y KOe-4To IMpoBepUTh. Buauis BOT
3107 — Makc focran kaMeHb U3 kapMaHa. OH KpalHe oracascs
OTBOJIUTH B3I/, OOSIICS MOTEPSATH KOHTPOJIb HAJl CUTYalllei. —
Jlaii MHe TOJIbKO IIPUKOCHYThCS UM K TeOe. Bee 1o ajist ooiero
Omara. Tel BEOp MEHS IOHUMAENTD?

3Bepb OMYCTUJI OIHO YXO — OH HE JI0 KOHIIA MOHUMAJI, 4YTO



OT HEro XOTSIT.

— ITO He cTpalHo, — Makc mpoBescsl KaMHEM 1O pyke. — Bu-
uiIb? DTOT KaMeHb Te0e HUYEro He caenaer. Kak u 4.

OH cHOBa ABUHYJICA K 3Bepio, oxkujas peika. Ho HeT — BoIK,
MIOXOXe, Tenepb ObUT He IPOTUB, HO MOPJIA €ro BCe ellle Bbl1aBaia
COMHEHHE U TOJIHYI0 TOTOBHOCTD, B CIIy4ae Yero, arakoBaTh.

Makcum, cogporasichb, MOYTU MPUKOCHYJICS K IIKYpe BOJIKA.
OH 6osics, YTO 3Bepb BHE3AHO HANajeT M pacTep3aer ero
B KJI0ubsl. VI BOT Ipoxkaliye nablipl, AepKaliye KaMeHb, 1I0TPO-
HYJIMCh A0 JJIMHHOM W MSITKOU IIEPCTH BOJIKA!

— Byx, — O B37J0XOM BBUIETEJIO U3 €ro nactu. — Yro 3ro?...

Jlerkue mypaiku npodesxanu 1o tenam odoux. Ilapens mo-
HIATHYJICS OT Y/IUBJICHUS:

— Pabotaer... — enBa cibiHO npousHec Makc, 605Ch CITyT-
HyTb yaady. OH HeJleno pa3vHyJl pOT, HE 3HAI0 YTO CKa3arhb.
Ha nuiie HakoHel 3aurpana pagoctb. — S TeOst noHumaio! — Bbl-
CKOYMJIO U3 ero ycT. — CKaxu 4To-HUOYIb !

- Yr0?

— Xa-xa! Kpyro! Kak 310poBo! — ynuBiieHu1o u cyactobio Mak-
crMa He ObLIO Tpejiena.

—3ii! Yro tebe oT MeHs Hao? — 3Bepb He pa3JesIiil paoCTH,
PBIKHYJI 1 HEMHOTO OTOJABUHYJICSI OT PYKM MOJIOJIOTO Y€JIOBEKA,
YTOOBI YUTH OT IPUKOCHOBEHUST KAMHSI.

—970... 3T0... BoOOIIEe! — 0acuCcTo CcKazas rnapeHb.

— D-3, YCHIOKOWCS! — HEpBBI BOJIKA yKe ObUTM Ha Tipejese. —
3arpeizy! — mpopsryai CKBo3b 3yObl.



— JlagHO, n1aiHO, — ApeHb Havyajl MMOTUXOHbKY YCIIOKAUBaTh-
cd. — Thl HE MOHMMaeNb, Kakoe 3To uygo! f nmoHumaloo KuBOT-
HOE... — OH CXBaTWJjcs 3a JI0O, He Bepsl CBOeMY CYacThi0 — OH
BCEra MeuTajl 00 TOM.

— Tak Tl MEH$1 He TTIOHUMAJI?

— Her, — Makc He ymait, 4To MOXeT ObITh MHAUE, — & Thl MEHS
MoHUMan?

— KoneuHo, — rosioc ero Obl1 CujieH, Kak y OpaBoro BOWHa.
Kak gukrtop. ['onoc oyeHb aaxe MOAXOAWJI, KaK 3TO HU CTPaH-
HO, K 00pasy Bosika. CKope#, 9TO He ero royioc, a 3ByKH B TOJIO-
Be Makca. OH moHMMaJ1, YTO MPOU3HOCUT BOJIK, U €r0 BOU, Jlan
Y CKYyJIeHHWe MTPeo0pa30BbIBAJIUCH B TOJIOBe Makcuma B CJIOBa.

Bonk xe ObuT Oo4eHb KpacuB. SIpkue riia3a, KOTOpble CHOBa
CTAJIM JKEJITBIMA U OCTBUIM OT KPACHOU SIPOCTH, MPOKUTAIHA U3-
HYTPHU BC€, Ky/Ia OH He IJIsAHeT. [ 01oBa O0sibIasi, MovTH Kak Meji-
BEXbsl, HO B OCHOBHOM M3-3a mepctu. Hoc ¢ MoxHaToii ropOuH-
koi. Ha miee, kak 1 y Bcex BOJTKOB, MOXHATBIN «BOPOTHHUK». YN
BBICOKHE, C KUCTOYKAaMU, BBICOTOU YyTh JIK HE C MTOJIOBUHY I'0JI0-
BbI M CJIeTKa HaKJIOHeHbl Ha3a. OH ObLT BeCh YE€PHBIM, UTO T103-
BOJISLIO €My MacKHMpPOBaThCs, B YeM YIaJIoCh YoeauTbcss Makcy,
HO JIMIITh MAJIMHOBBIE U (PHOJIETOBBIE IMIEPCTUHKU HA BOPOTHUKE
BbIIaBa ero. OHU ObUTH Ha IIiee, MOJ] CaMOM TOJIOBOM, 3a CKY-
Jamu. U, Mexly mpourM, CMOTPEJTUCh OYeHb Jake O1aropojiHo.
Hoc enBa Gnectenn Ha KOHYMKE MOP/IBI, U3-3a CBOEH YepHOTHI OH
OBLI e/1Ba 3aMEeTEH, CIIMBAJICS C IIepCThIo. Jlarbl criibHBIE, 00JTb-
e, MycKyJucToie. [la u camuM TeocaokeHreM OH ObLT Uy Th



MEHBIIIEe MEBEIS.

O, ma, Makcumy 1OBOOMIIOCH BCTpedaTh Measeas. OH HUKO-
I71a He 3a0y/ieT TOW BCTpedH, KOrJa BMecTe C JeAyIIKOM, 3asiI-
JIBIM JTIOOUTENIeM Jieca, OTIIPABUJICS B OYepeHYI0 (DOTOIKCIIE -
IHIO.

OObIyHas TIPOTYJIKA MO Jiecy, rpuObl, Aronsl. Emkmii 3amax
CMOJIBI COCEH Ha ’Kape BbeAasics B HOC. JIerkuii BeTepoK Mo4Tu
HE JOHOCUJICS [0 3eMJIU U HEe MOT OBESITh MPOXJIaJO! MMy THUKOB,
TOJIBKO IIIyMeJT B BRICOKMX KPOHAX COCEH-BEJTMKAHOB.

— Cmorpu, MakcuMKa, Kakod MWIblid! — aenymka, ¢ goro-
anmaparoM Ha MepeBec, MOCHEeIINT 33 €KUKOM, KOTOPBIN yoerat
Ky/1a-TO B ITyOb PbIXKEro Jieca.

JIroOMMBIA JIe/TyIKa BHITJISAIC] HEMHOTO 3a0aBHO B 3€JICHON
Oe3pyKaBKe, IPsAMBIX OpIOKax KJIeII IBeTa ITIMHBI U B TMaHaMe.
CKpIoYMBILKCh, OH IOOEkKAJ 32 MAJICHbKUM KUTEJIEM Jieca, UTo-
ObI MOJTyYnTh OuYepeaHoe (POTO Ha CBOU TUIEHOUYHBIM (poToarnma-
par. OH YacTo XOAWJ B JieC U JIOOWT pa3Hble Merd3aku, JIECHBIX
NTUIL] U )KUBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIE OTHIO/b HETJIOXO BBIXOJMJIM HA €r0
CHUMKax.

ManeHpKuil MaJIbYMK K€ TIPOJOIKAT cOOMpaTh B OMIOHUYMK
YEepHHKY, Yepe3 pa3 KJIa/isi COUHYIo ArofKy B pot. [denymika yxe
ObLJT r7Ie-TO B METpax ABaALaT! oT Makca, ¥ TOJIBKO MIETIKH (Po-
ToarnmnapaTa 3XoM JOHOCUJIMCh CKBO3b IIIYM BETpa M JIETKOE IIe-
6eranue ntuil. Ho BOT zes1, yBIEKIIKCh, MOIIEN ellle Aajblile,
¥ IIETYKYU TePeCTaTv JOHOCUThCS.

«ypx! ypx!» — nocaplanock Mo3aad MajabyuKa.



— Henyiika, a Tl OBICTPO XOOUIIL, — Makc ynuBuiIcs 1 0oep-
HYJICA B KEJIAHUU YBUJETh €TI0 JOBOJIBHOE JIALIO, HO TYT k€ OTO-
porest: B IATH METPax OT HEro cTosul MesiBeb. CTOSAI Ha CBOMX
YeThIPeX, HO U TaK ObLIO 3aMETHO — OH HE MEHbIIIE IByX METPOB.
[oxoske, OH MOUysLT 3arax CBEXKEM Aro/ibl U TOXE 3aXOTeN Mepe-
Kycutb. Ho Makcum nponoskait CToarh U, caM TOro He IIOHUMas,
3aropaxvBa’ sirofy oT Me[Be/si, 00sCh JBUHYThHCSI.

Koconarplii, MeIXTs, CIOKOMHO MOOpPEN K MaJIbUMKY.

Bnpyr Makcum MeisieHHO MPOTSIHYJ pyKH ¢ OUIOHOM U TIO-
CTaBWJI Ha 3eMJTI0. MeiBe b TOCMOTpesT Ha OMJIOH, Ha HETro: «JTO
MHe?» — MOKHO OBUIO IIPOYMTATh B €ro Iia3zax-0ycnHKax. Mak-
CHMKa e/IBa 3aMETHO KUBHYJI M KUHYJI B3IJIsI]T HA OUJIOH:

— Emb.

be3 monrux pa3gymuil MeaBeb MOAOMIET K OMJOHY M Hava
SI3BIKOM BBIJIABJIMBATD SITOJKH.

MaxkcuM oCTaBUJI MEABEA 3a JJAKOMCTBOM M TUXOHBKO ITOLLIE]
B CTOPOHY JIE[IyIIIKH, YK€ CTOSIBIIIETO T03aJ COCHbI OYKBaJIbHO
B IISTH IIArax OT Mayib4yuKa. [Toxuinon myx4drHa B O4Kax B TOH-
KO OIpaBe, KOTOpbIE OT YAMBJIEHUS CHON3/IA Ha KOHYMK HOCA
3aMep OT HeOXUIaHHOCTH. OH B U3YMJIEHUM CMOTpEJ Ha CUJS-
IIETO U JIEPXKaBIIIero Mex Jian OUJIOH C SITOfION, Ka/IHO XPIOKAI0-
1IEr0, CMAKYyIOLIErO MeIBEA.

MauibuuK NOAIOIIEN K A€y, B35U1 32 PyKY, 1 OHU BMECTE MOJIya
MOLUIX KYJIa-TO B CTOPOHY TPOIIbI, BBIBOASIIEN HA JIECHYIO JOPO-
'y, pa3Ma3aHHYI0 KOJIECAMU MAIUH I'PA3bIO.

JInue BBIAA HA JOPOTY, A€AYIIKA OTIOMHWICS, U K HEMY Bep-



HYJICSI J1ap peuu:

— Kak 1b1 ero?... — BBIIOXHYJI OH.

— He 3Hat0, — criokoitHO oTBeTHJI MaKCUM M yJIBIOHYJICS.

[Tocne sTOro aemynika He 4acTo paccrpariviBal MajJlbuuKa
o mpousomeainieM. Ho oH Bce paBHO pacckazasl MakKCUMKHU-
HbIM poguTesisaM. OHU B M3YMJICHUM PUHYJIHMCh K CbIHY W MpPHU-
HSJIMCh pacClpalivBaTh, a y MaJbudKa Bcerjga ObUl OIMH OT-
BeT: «He 3Hawo». JJoOUThCS KaKUX-JIMOO OOBSACHEHUN OHU TaK
Y HE CMOIJIM, J1a U MaJIbUUK HE MOT TOJIKOM OOBSICHHTb, U TO-
IJIa BCE PElIMIM CIKcaTh BCE HA CUACTIIMBYIO CynbOy W yaaudy.
Ho kakoii Torga cynp06a Moriia ObITh CUaCTIIMBOM, €CJTM HEIABHO
€ro MOKUHYJI OTell. ..

Cpazy nocne npoucmectsusl MamMa Makcuma, 3arpeTuia ee
OTILy TYJISAITh C BHYKOM B Jiec. Tak 70 camou CMEPTH JEeIyIIKU
MaJIbUMK OOJIbIIIe HEe BBIXOAWI B TUKYIO IPUPOJLY .. .

BoT u ceiiuac oH He 3HaJj, Kak Tak MOJTy4YUIOCh.

— B obriem, TyT Takoe aeso, — MakcuM 3aMelnkacs, He 3Haio,
KaK HayaTh pa3roBop. — f mpuInesn crioaa, Kak Thl HABEPHO cam
Jorajancs, u3 Ipyrux 3eMmesib, u3 gpyroro mupa. [lpuien pa-
JIM OJTHOM 11T — OCBOOOIUTh HAC W APYTMX OT cTpagaHus. Tel
HaBEPHO 3Haelllb JIeTeHAY O MOoTepsiHHbIX aymax? — He mopras,
BOJIK €]Ba 3aMETHO Ka4HYJ IrolIoBoU. — 310poBo. Tak BoOT. Th
3aMETHJI, YTO KOTJIa Thl MEHS YKYCHII, TeOe TOXe CTasio OOJIbHO?

Bonk BonmpocuTtebHO MOgHST OPOBb:

— Tel u3neBaembLed?

— MpI ¢ ToOO¥ TOXe MOABEPKEHBI STOMY 3aKJISITHIO, TBE T0-



JIOBUHKM OfHOM nymu. U g xouy, crieays JiereHje, Cxkedb TOT
KaMeHb, — TApeHb KUBHYJ B CTOPOHY KPHCTAJIa, KOTOPHIA ObLT
B JIAJIOHU U NIPUXKAT K TPy BOJIKA, — U U30aBUTh HAC U IPYTUX
OT MPOKJAThs. Thl cO MHOW?

3Bepb OMYCTWJI OHO yXO, CIOBHO cripammBasi: « bl 00e3y-
Men?». OH CIIOKOMHO BCTaJl, Pa3BEPHYJICA CITMHOM K ITAPHIO U IT0-
11eJ1 [0 TEMHOM TPOTIe B JIEC.

— D1, Tl Kyga?! Mbl 10JKHBI 9TO crienath BMecte! — Makcu-
Ma nopasujio paBHOyiue Bojika. [Toxoxe, OH paHO pagoBascs
TOMY, 4TO Haien 38eps. — Crou, s ckazain! — Ho Bosk naxe yxom
He noBesl. — Thl XOYellb U Jajbllle TaK kKUTh, My4asiCh OT MO-
uX paHeHui? — MakcuM 1en Beiiesl 3a BOJIKOM. — Beap Besikoe
MOXeT ciyunthbesi! A 000 MHE Thl iogyman? f ot 1edst CUIbHO
cTpajaio! — 3Beps 9TU CI0BAa HUKAK HE BOJHOBAIM. — A eciiu
s ympy? [loruOHy B 3TMX necax? Tl Beab TOke MOTHOHENIb! —
Kpuyasl MakcuM Bcliell, yKe OCTaHOBUBIIKMCh. DXO OT €ro CJIOB
TIOHECJIOCh BIJTyOb Jieca.

Bosk 3amenmun mar. OcranoBuiics. [lapeHb nomxan yroyiok
ry0 B YXMBUIKE — OH BCE-TaKU CMOT ero yoeauTb. 3Bepb 00ep-
HYJICS, TIOJIOLIENT BIUIOTHYIO K Makcy, mocMoTped B 1J1a3a, U KUB-
HYJI B CTOPOHY PYKH, KOTOpas Aep:kajia KameHb. [lapeHsb TyT xke
coo0pa3mil ¥ IPUCTIOHMT KaMeHb K TIJIedy BOJIKA.

— OTKyaa MHe 3HaTh, YTO BCE 3TO MpaBjaa? — CHOBA pa3jajics
6acucThlIii roJsoc.

— Ilonymaii, pa3se 310 He uyno? { yenosek. Panbile s He No-
HUMaJI HY €JUHOTO XHUBOTHOTO, M BAPYT CIIyYMJIOCh HACTOsIIEe



BOMIeOCTBO. M3-32 0011 M My4YeHHid, 51 y3HaI 00 3TOM JiereH e,
0 BallleM MUpE, U, UJISl HA CBOYM CTPax U PUCK, MOMaj B STOT MUP
yepes MopTajl, 4ToObl TPOUTH Yepe3 JIOTOBO OMACHBIX XUIIIHUKOB
Y HalTu Tebs AJ1s TOro, YTOObl HAPYIIUTh NMPOKJIAThe. Hac u3-
Opasu [1s1 3TOro — HUKOro fipyroro! dto Har goir. M kakoe xe
9yJI0, 4TO 51 Hares Tedst Tak ObIcTpo. Beapb cormacuch, HeOOBIU-
HOE CTeYeHre OOCTOSITENIbCTB: Thl XOTEJ ChbeCTh MEHSI, HO caM ke
NOCTpaJial OT TOTO U Tenepb CIIOKOWHO OOIIAeNIbCsl C KepT-
BOI1! — Ha JIMIIe TapeHbKa pacIuiblIach yiabioka. Ero sicHele ra3a
BIISI/IBIBAJIMICH B BOJIKA, KOTOPBIH CTOSIT TaK OJTM3KO U TIPU 3TOM
HE Harajaa — 3To oueHb pagoBayio Makca. Ho B3misiHyB B 1a-
32 XMIIHMKA, MTOHSUI, YTO 3ps CKa3aJl MOCJIEIHEE MTPeJIOKEHNE,
Y YTO BOJIK HE KaKETCs TAaKUM yX O€300UTHBIM.

3Bepb cMOTpesT 0OMkKeHHO 1 37100HO0. OH CUMTANT YHU3UTETb-
HBIM OTITYCKaTh XEPTBY, JIa ellle U OOIIAThCs C Hell Ha PaBHBIX.

— V3BUHM, 51 HE TO UMET B BUAY... — IPUHSJICS U3BUHATHCS
NapeHb, HO «TCHIK !|» OT BOJIKA €ro nepeOuIt, ¥ OH TYT K€ YMOJIK.

Hacrynuia naysa. Bonk onmyctui riasa.

— 41 uay ¢ T060ii, — Moc/ie HEIONTUX Pa3AyMUIl OH TTOIHSLI
B30p, U TYT K€ pa3BEPHYJICA U MOLIEI.

Makc momgHsICS W rmocienoBas 3a 3BepeM. OH ObLT paf,
HO CTapaJiCsl He TMOKa3bIBaTh IMOIIMH, YTOOBI HE CITYTHYTh yIauy.

— DI, BOJIK, — TUIIIMHA BCE K€ Hampsrajia, — Thl 3Haellb KyJa
uaTu?

N cHOBa npucIOHU KaMEHb.

— TuiyH.



— Yro?

— Moe ums — TunyH.

— A g Makc, MakcuM. A Thl 3Haelb Kyaa uaru?

— IIpumepHo.

Makc 3amHysicst OT CTPaHHOU BECTH U OTTOTO, UTO I11eT OOKOM
¥ TIPH 9TOM JIepKaJl KaMeHb Y 3BepsI Ha TPy — 3TO OBUIO OTHIONb
HE IMPOCTO.

— 910 KaK Tak? MoXeT, Torjaa CpoCcHM y KOro-HuOy/b?

— Hy, naBaii, uau BoH cripocu y OKTOpUKCa, — pa3ipaxeHHO
OTBETWJI BOJIK. — MOXKET, UTO M OTBETUT KOT/ja MepeKyeT TeOsl.

Makc mbIcTIeHHO cornacuiics ¢ HUM. HaBepHo, BOJIK mMmen
B BU/ly TOT'O MHOTOI1a30r0. MOXET, OH BUJIEN UX CXBATKY, &, MO-
KeT, 3TOT OKTOPUKC TYT IJIABHBIN XUIIHUK.

Ilapenb cHOBa 3arHyJICA:

— Ay! Yepr! [aBaii ocranoBumcsi? MHe Tak HeymOOHO, —
Makc ocTaHOBWJICS, B HAJIEK€ HA TPUBAJI, HO THUJIyH IPOUTHO-
puposan npockOy. [lapeHp 3akaTui riia3za — Moxoxe, eMy cripa-
BUTHCSl C TAKMM XapaKTepoM HamapHuka Oymer cioxHo. OH
pa3orHyJICs U OT O€3BBIXOIHOM CUTYAITNH JaJIbIlie TOOpeJ 3a 3Be-
peM.



I'nasa 7

3a cnMHOM 0CTaBaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO KUIoMeTpoB. [TyTHuKY Ha-
KOHEI[ BRIOPATUCh U3 TYCTBIX 3apociiel. [lepeBbsi paccTymuimch
niepe] BOJIKOM M MOJIOZIBIM UeJIOBEKOM IIMPOKOW U YKCTOH, Oe3
€IMHOW SIMKU WJIM Kopelika, Tponoi. atu mo Helt ObUI0 OJHO
YIOBOJILCTBUE, K TOMY K€ BOKPYT OblIa pusATHas atMocdepa:
JIYHHBIU CBET, TPOOUPAIOIIUICS CKBO3b PACCTYIHUBIITNECS KPOHBI
JIepeBbEB, OCBEILAT TPOMY U Majal Ha BCE JIEPEBbs U KYCTUKH.
HexkoTtopsle KyCTH U 1IBETOYKU BOMpaJIU B ceOsl 3TOT CBET U Ma-
JIEHPKUMU KPAMHKAMU WM YCUKAMU CBETHITUCH, JIOTIOTHUTEITb-
HO yKpalliasi ¥ OCBellasi Iopory myTHUKaM. ByTo KTo-To pacchl-
aJT BOJIIEOHYIO MBUIBITY TIO BceMy Jjiecy. OT JIyHHOTO CBETa, Sic-
HOT'O 3BE3/IHOTO HeOa, CBETIISTYKOB M JPYTMX HEOOBIYHBIX CBETSI-
IIUXCS1 HACEKOMBIX U pACTEHUI MTPUCYTCTBUE HOUM MOYTHU HE Obl-
710 3aMeTHO. BOKpyT OBUIO CBETIIO U BCE XOPOIIIO PA3INIUMO.

MakcuM CHIIBHO YCTajl, HOTH KOe-KaK BOJIOKJIUCH TIO 3eMJIE.
TunyH-ke Mo-TpexHeMY HeNmpuHykaeHHo mmara. [lapeHs mo-
OauBaJICs IPEAJIOKUTH MPUBAJI, OMACASICh ATPECCHU CO CTOPOHBI
3Bepsi. OcTaBajoch TOJNBKO JIaTh, TIOKA CaM BOJIK HE YCTaHET,
a Cys o ero 60IpoMy IIary TpyJHO ObLJIO Ha YTO-TO HANESATh-
cs1. Ho, Ha ymauy Makca, SHepriuyHbIi IMyTHUK MPUOCTAHOBHUIICS
¥ Hayvaj 4TO-TO HIOXaTh 1o 3emJe. [Ipoiiasch 3urzarom Hocom
10 3eMJIe YyTh ObLJIO OCTAHOBUJICS, HO TYT XK€ B3JEPHYJI TOJIOBY
Y OIVIAZAEIICA 1O CTOpOHaM. [ TTyXou peIk pa3jajics BHYTpH ITaCTH



BOJIKA, U OH C HOBBIMU CUJIAMU PUHYJICSI BIIEPEA.

— Hy... Bce... 51 OOJbIlie... HU MIATY... — 3aJBIXasACh, MPO-
usHec Makcum, npoOesxaB Beiiell 3a TUTyHOM OKOJIO TpuaLaTv
METPOB.

OnepeBUIMCh pyKaMu Ha KOJIEHU U MOTAsICh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTO-
poHy, Makc caenian napy maroB U ocTaHOBUJICS. Cuilbl BKOHEI
MOKMHYJIY TIAPH$, ¥ OH YIIaJl Ha 3eMJIIO.

Bonk e ynuMBiI€HHO B3IVIsIHYJ Ha Hero: «Yto 310 Ttakoe? S
BpOJI€ HE J1aBaJjl MPUKa3a Ha OTAbIX !» — TOBOPUJI OH BCEM CBOUM
BruAoM. OH HMKaK He XOTeJl MATH Ha3al K yIaBLIEMY.

Buas, yro Makc 1 He ;ymall BCTaBaTh, OH Havyal J1asTh. ['py-
ObIM, BOJTYBMM JIa€M, C XPUTIOTIION.

— He-noii-gy! — yetko orpe3an Makc.

TunyH TOMBKO TIIYOOKO B3AOXHYJI M 3aKaTWi ria3a. Emy
CO BCEU €ro ropAoCThI0 M HETIOKOPHOCTBIO MTPUILLIIOCh CMUPHUTh-
Csl, HO OH HE CTaJl JIO)KUTHCS PSZIOM, & Hauasl UCKaTh BOKPYT Me-
CTa MpUBaJIa, TPUHIOXUBATHCS, ¥ TOJIBLKO YOEIUBIIHChH, UYTO BCE
B MopsAzKe, cen noogaib or Makcuma. Cesn Kak OKOPHBINA CTO-
POXKEBOU IEC U HAYAJI IPUCTAJIBHO IIIAAETh HA, KaIHO MOIVIONIA-
IOIIETr0 BO/y M3 OYTBIJIKH, YeIOBEKa.

BroBone HanuBIIMCH, TapeHb Mepedpalcs Ha OMKanIIyio
MAaJICHBKYIO TOJISTHKY U YAOOHO PacroNOXUIICS Ha CyXOM CYKY,
YTO BAJISUICA HA TPABE U, OUEBUAHO, JABHO, Cy/S 110 IOPOCIIEMY
MXY U IPOTHUBIIEN CEPALIEBUHE.

— dyx! — HaKOHeIl eMy y/IaJI0Ch paccnabuThes. — A Thl 4ero? —
3aMETII JAJIEKO CHUIAIIErO BojKa. — boumbca? He 6ou-u-uco,



He yKyIry, — Makc rnocmesicsi U CHoBa IyOOKO B3OXHYJI.

TwiyH BCce Tak %€ HEMOABMKHO CMOTPEJ KyAa-TO, MOAEPIrU-
Basl yliamu.

Tem BpeMeHeM Makc yxe MCKaJl B PIOK3aKe, yeM Obl TIepeKy-
cuthb. TaTelbHO MOPHIBIIMCH, OH JIOCTAJT IIIOKOJIaTHBIN OaTOH-
YUK.

— U naBHO OH TaM? — mapeHs orisizies1 00epPTKY, YTOOBI O3HAKO-
MUTBCS C €0 CPOKOM T'OTHOCTH, BElb, COOUPASCh B ITY «IKCIIe-
JWILINIO», OH 3TY CJaJ0CTh C COOOW He CKJIabIBaL. — XO4ellb? —
MapeHb JPYKECKU MPOTSAHYJI Pa3BEPHYTYIO MIOKONAIKY 3BEPIO.

Bosik %agHO OCMOTpeT, U 4yTh ObUIO, HE PUHYJICS 3a €JI0H,
HO OTBEJI B3IJIsA]1 B 3¢MJIIO Y B3IJIOTHYJI CITIOHOM.

— Jla Ha! — mapeHb TPSC MIOKOMATHBIN OATOHYMK B PyKe, MbI-
Tasick yropoputh TwiyHa. [To Bumy Bojika ObUIO TIOHSATHO, YTO
OH TOJIOZIEH, HO 3BEpb JlaXke HE IIsAJeN B CTOPOHYy Makcuma. —
Kak xouelsb.. .

BaroHumMK Okazasicsi Ha yIUBJIEHUE MUTATENILHBIM U, XOPOILIO
MOJKPEIUBIIMCH, MaKC HE 3aMETUJI, KaK 3aJpeMall.

3acHyJI Tak KPEerKo, 4TO, Ka3ajoch, MPOIILJIO MTHOBEHbE, U OH
OTKpBLI T71a3a. Pa30yami ero cTpaHHBIN 3BYK: YTO-TO YaBKaJO
Y pblyajio y Hero nof yxoMm. CKBO3b IeJIEHY CHa MapeHb He cpa3y
MIOHSJT YTO 3TO, HO COBCEM OYHYBILUCH, OH YKACHYJICS:

— ®y! Yro ThI Aenaemb! 910 OMEP3UTEIBHO!

[Ipssimo HanmpotuB Makca TunyH kagHO Brpbi3ajicsl B JUYb.
INoxosxe, ronon ero JOKOHAJI.

[Mapenb TyT ke OTBEpHYJICS, YTOO HE BUAETh ITOU HENPUST-



HOW KapTuHbI. KpOBb, HECUACTHOE CYILIECTBO, KaJHBII XUITHUK
U ero OCTpble OKPOBABJIEHHbIE KJIBIKM — Mep30CcTh! Makc mpu-
KPBUT JIAJIOHBIO IJ1a3a, YTOObI TIeprhepUHBIM 3pEHUEM CITydaii-
HO He 3aMeTHUTh KpoBH. Ellle MOMEHT M ero CTOIIHUT.

A TOJMIONHBIN 3Beph MPOIOIKAT ecTh. YaBKall, ppraaj, 0osCh,
YTO YeJIOBEeK OTOepeT JOObIuYy.

— Mor 0651 ienaTh 310 B ipyrom Mecte! — Makc He BbIACPKU-
BaJI THETYINEN CUTYaIMK U 3a0/IHO C YTOBOPAaMH CTapaJicsl TOJo-
COM mepeOuTh YaBKaHbe 3Bepsl. [lapeHs Oosuics. 1o ObUIO BU-
HO. OH M KpoBb-TO peako Buzaei. He Boiaepkas, Makcum BeTas
Y TIOIIesT KyJIa-TO B JieC.

HecueTHoe Kom4ecTBO BETBEH Mperpaxjaino emy myTb. Oto-
JIBUTast UX B CTOPOHY, MaKc CTpsIXHUBAJI C IEpEeBbEB MOTBLIIBKOB,
KOTOPBIE TYT K€ BJIETAJI €MY B JIULIO.

Uepe3 mapy-TporiKy METPOB MEXIY IEPEBbsIMU TMOKa3ajcCs
npocBeT 1 MakcuMm Bl Ha OKpauHy Jieca. PaccBerano: comnH-
1Ie OKpacuiio HeOO B HEXHBIA PO30OBHIM IIBET, IpHUIaBast 00jIa-
KaM BUJI ITyIIHCTOTO KJIyOHMYHOTO MOPOKEHOTO, a 30JI0ThIE JTy-
YU Pa3IUBAJIUCh MO PA3HOJIMCTHBIM, PA3HOIIBETHBIM JIECAM U TIO-
JIIM, YTO PacCTUJIAUCh BHU3Y, JIeTKoW Kapamenbio. M HeOo,
U Jieca Ka3aJich KapTHUHOW Ha TopTe, u Makcy OyKBaJIbHO XOTe-
JIOCh CJIN3aTh BCIO 3Ty BKYCHSATUHY SI3bIKOM.

[lo3any nmapHs OKpyXkajl BBICOKUW CTPOU Jieca, U3 KOTOPOIo
JOHOCHUJIMCh TIEHUSI ¥ BU3T NITHII, KPUKH JKUBOTHBIX M CTPEKOTa-
HHE HACEeKOMBIX. Peflkue MOTBUIBKY U CBET/ISTYKU KPYKUIM BO-
kpyr Makcuma. OHu TaHIIEBAJU APYT C APYTOM MO/ JIyYaMu Terl-



JIOTO YTPEHHETO COJIHIIA, KOTOPOE yXke HaOupajio kap M TOKa
OpOIIAJIO BCE BOKPYT MPUATHOM TEILIOTOU U CBETOM.

YMuUpoTBOpeHHas KapTrHa ycriokamBajia Makcuma u BBOIU-
JIa B TPaHC.

[Tocne nepexuThIX MPUKIIOUEHUH HOYM, KOTOpbIE HAJOJIrO
€My 3allOMHATCA (2, MOXET, €IIe U MOXJIEIIE BCTPETATCSA), OTABIX
MOPaJIbHBINA 1 (PU3UIECKHIA ObUT TPOCTO HeoOXoauM. [ToTHXOHB-
Ky KapTHHBI JUKUX COOBITHI, YTO KPYTUJIMCh B FOJIOBE KaK B Ka-
JIefIocKoIIe, Havaiu 3a0biBaThesl. KTo 3HaeT, 4To kiarh Brepe-
1M ¥ CKOJTBKO JTHEH etrie Oy/IeT JUTUTHCS CKUTaHM I BAAM OT JI0OMA.

Hom... OH BcoMHUJ ceMblo: Mama, mamna, CoHs... Jluza.
OHM HaBEPHO YK€ BEPHYJIUCh, IPOUUTAIIM 3AIMCKY, NEPEKMBa-
I0T. A, MOXET, 1aXe He 3aMETUJIM, UTO €ro HET AoMa.. ..

Iocuaes, nomeuras, MakcuM Bee K€ BEPHYJICA K MECTY IIpU-
Basia. HecuacTHO NTuUIlbl yxe He ObUIO, a BOJIK JIM3aJT JIallbl U,
3aMETUB €0, OTBJIEKCA OT MPOLIEAYPHl U B3MJIAIOM, HE MOpras,
npoBes Makca 10 KOpsITHy.

[TapeHb OOMOKOTMIICS Ha BETKY, PSIIOM C KOTOPBIM JIeXkKa
PIOK3aK, M YCTPEMUJI B3[JIs]] B HE0O. 3Be3/1bl, BUAHEBIIMECS MEX
JIMCTBEB, ellle MepLaIU B (PHOJIETOBOM MesieHe HeOa U MOTUXOHb-
Ky Tacjiv 1oz Jiyyamu cosHia. Ilapens cMoTtpen u gymait, gymai
0 yeM-To. BoT meBuas nTuiia Hemogaaeky 3aTsHyJIach HeOObIIai-
HO KpacuBOU Tpesblo. Bee Kak B ckaske!

INocne I0THOTO yKMHa BOJIKA MOTSHYJIO B COH, M HAOMOAATh
3a YeJIOBEKOM CTAaHOBHJIOCH BCE TsIKeJied — Iy1a3a OyATo CKJIeu-
BAJIMCh TOcTIe 6ecCOHHOM HOuM. Kask/iple MOIMUHYTHI OH yroBa-



puBaJ ceOsi MPOCHYTHCS, B UTOTE — HE CMOT C/IEPKATHCS M YCHYIL.
Makcum Juiib ¢ yMUWIEHUEM B3IVISIHYJI Ha CISLIErO JKMBOTHOTO,
CJIOKUBIIIETO MOXHATYIO TOJIOBY Ha JIallbl, 1 OOPaTHO HAIpPaBUI
B30p B He00. Bckope 1 cam ycHyi.

Yro-TO Terioe MpUKOCHYJIOCh KO 0y Makcuma. U ymuo.
WM cHoBa BepHystoch. CtpaHHO.... OH OTKpBLT VIa3a, U cepaLe
CIPOCOHBSI B3/IPOTHYJIO M YLUIO B MATKM — OIPOMHAasl yepHast
Mopaa Jpliliasia MpsMO B JIMIO. YOeAUBIIMCh, YTO Makc yxe
He cnuT, TuityH (pbIpKHYJ €My B JIMIO, YTO-TO PHIKHYJI U MIPSIMHU-
KOM HarpaBHJICS B JIeC.

Cyns o BceMy, Makcuma rpocrast BCce yTpo — BCe BOKPYT Obl-
JIO 03aPEHO CBETOM MOIYJEHHOIO COJIHIIA, KOTOPOE BOLIO B Ca-
MBI 3€HUT.

— Croit! Croit! He Tak 65ICTpO, — MapeHb cTaj ObICTPO UCKATh
PIOK3aK M OTpsiXUBaThcs OT 3emiid. — Hy, Kyzia Thl MOCTOSIHHO
[G3(S11171111:94

B oTBeTr BoNK Hauasl THXOHBKO phIYaTh cede Mmojl HOC.

— 4 ke He MOHMMAW-10..., — 3aKaTUB IJIa3a, IPOCTOHAJ
Makc. — I'me ator nypaukui kamenn? Ene He xBatasio more-
paTh. — [lapeHb NpUHAICS pa3apaKeHHO PHIThCS B KAPMaHaXx.

[locne Hemonrux MOMCKOB OH MPHUCIOHUJ KaMeHb K CIIMHE
UIYLLIETro BOJIKA!

— .... He XBartaJio 4ToObl TeOs1 coxkpau. .. [Tonasics xe Ha MO0
rojioBy.... Bce s emy Obictpo uny. He HpaBUThCS UM BOH
B MaCTh K KOMY-HUOY/Ib. .. XOTSI HET, 51 K TOXe YMpY, — CaM C CO-
0011 Oypuast BOJIK, OyITO He 3amMeuast KaMHsI.



— Ha croit xe! Bce, ne mory tak! Mue HeymnoOHo. [laBait
Kak-HUOyb. .. 3aBsoKy! Ho, a kak 51 Oymy K HeMy caM IpuKa-
caTbCs... — OH Hayaj paccykJarb, BEpTs KaMeHb B pyke. — I[1o-
CTOH-Ka... — OH MepecTaj BEPTETh KAMEHb U B3IVISIHYJI HA CKOJI,
Ha KOTOpBI HE Tak AaBHO oOparian BHMMaHue. — CMOTpU —
ckos1! Moxer, Bce-Tak €ro yke pacKajblBald HAa YacTU? — Ma-
PEHb CTAJI B3MVIAJOM PBICKATh BOKPYr. — Tak-Tak.... Xm ... —
He Haiiisi Huuero noaxopsiiero, Makc ornsinen ceos. — JlaaHo,
TaK U ObITb.

[Tapens cHsn yepe3 BOPOTHUK (pyTOONKY M PE3KO OTOpBAT
OT HEee HU3, TPECHYB HUTKaMU TKaHU. Pa3opBaB ee, OH B35 Ka-
MEHb Y IIPUCETT HA KOJIEHHU.

HaHHast cuTyanus 3aMHTpUroBasa jaxe TuiyHa — OH C 3auH-
TEPECOBAHHOCTBIO CMOTPEI Ha TO, YTO BHITBOPSIET YEJIOBEK.

MakcuMm, TeM BpEeMEH, YKE€ CXBATWJI [IBA YBECHUCTBIX KaMHs,
YTO BAJISJIMCh HETIOJAJIEKY, U, MOJIOKHUB HA OJMH CaMOLIBET, OT-
KOJIOJ IPYTUM OYJbDKHUKOM HEOOJNBINON KycoueK. OTKUHYB TsI-
JKEJIbIM KaMEHb B CTOPOHY, MakcuM, ¢ TpeCKOM U MPUATHBIM
XPYyCTOM, pacIlenu JBa KyCOUKa KPUCTAJUIA, CIIOBHO KyCOUKU
rpanata. Ha yquBneHue kameHb ObUT OUY€Hb Jjake MSATKUM, T0-
JATJIMBBIM, TEM HE MEHEE, PACKOJIOTH €0 TaK IPOCTO HE YAACTCA.

— [Hosmy4nitocs. . . — ¢ BocxuieHueM Makc misaesn Ha KyCOUYKU
camolsera. — Mau crona.

Vike noutu He 00siCh, HO HEMHOTO OMacasch, TUIyH MOCy-
HIJICA U TUXOHBKO IOJOIIEN K YEJIOBEKY. TOT yKe B3s1 KyCO-
YeK KPUCTaJUIa, YTO ITOMEHBIIIE, U MOJIOKWII HA OTOPBAHHBIN KYy-



COK (pyTOOJIKM aKKypaTHO Ha cepefMHKY. MaKCUM OCTOPOXKHO
B3sUICS 32 Kpasi TKaHW Y MPUCIOHWI K Tely OOJBIIOTO BOJIKA.
[Tokpenue 3aBsi3aB KOHIBI B KPENKUI y3€/1 HA MOXHATOW CIIMHE
TuiyHa, OH OTOLIEN M OLEHUJI CO CTOPOHBI: 3BEPh CTOSA C IIIy-
IIBIM BUJIOM, HEIOYMEBAs, a €Ile ITa MOBA3Ka MONEpeK KUBOTa
C pacTperaHHbIM OAaHTUKOM Ha CIIUHE. . .

— Hy, B npuHuune. .. — ¢ BUI0M 3HaTHOTO KpuTuka Makcum
OLIEHWJI BUJI «HECYACTHOTO», U BCE-TAKU HE BbIJEPKAJ U 3aCMe-
SIICAL.

—DU! — BO3MYTUJICA BOJK ¥ OCKAJMIICA.

— O! Cmotpu-ka, padotaet! — ynuBuicss Makcum reHuaJIbHO-
CTU CBOEH UJEU U OMATH IIPHICHYJ CMEXOM.

— PasBe Tak cmMenHo?

— He-e, HopmasbHO, — Bpoze ycrnokowicss Make u cHOBa 3a-
cMestIcs.

— Hy, Bce! 4 He cornacen!

— a nagHO, KTO TeOs TYT BUIUT?

Hanes ¢yrOonky, MakciuM 3amvxHyJl BTOPOW KyCOK KaMHS
B KapMaH, OJIMKe K Tely.

ITpoiinsa coBceM HEMHOTO, ITyTHUKHM BBILIUIM U3 I'YCTBIX 3apO-
Cllell U Jiec OCTaJicsl TI03au, BMECTE C TYJIOM €ro oOuTaTesei.
Ilepen TriryHOM M1 MakcuMOM passierniach MoJsHa € TyCTOU Tpa-
BOW, HO COBCEM OJIM3KO BHHENCS OOpbhIB. A depe3 Hero OpeB-
Ho. Crapoe, nokpeitoe MxoMm OpeBHo. [lozoiias Onmxe, MOXKHO
3aMETHUTh, YTO 3TO HA CAMOM [IeJie JEPEBO, U TpaBa OT OOPHIBOB
o0poca ero, ¥ OHO CIMJIOCH ¢ 3emJIelt BoeauHo. C BUIY OHO Obl-



JIO CKJIM3KUM, 3aTHUBIINM, U 3TUM CaMBbIM BbI3bIBAJIO ONACEHUE.
CreBa OT Hero pacroyIoKIIOCh IOX0Xkee, HO ToHbIe. 00a epe-
Ba, TYTrO YIEPIIUCh B IPYroil Kpai, MycKajau BETBH, BIMBIIMECS
B 3eMJII0, U3BUBAIOILMECS MEXY APYT JPyroM, CBUCAIOIME Hall
IPONACTHIO.

TwiyH ¢ onackou crenajn nepsbld mar. Bropon samon yxe
IIPOBEPUJI HA HAJEKHOCTh. Bot yxe u 3aanue. Illar — u cepaue
yNajo B NATKU! — BOJIK OCTYIMJICS M COCKOJIb3HYJI BHU3, HO OH
yCHes YXBaTUThCS MEPEJHUMH JIallaMu M Hadasl SHEPIUYHO IIbl-
TaThCSl CXBATUTHCS 3aJIHEH JIaron 32 OpeBHO, YTOOBI 3aIoN3TU
HaBepX. MakcuM TyT ke pUHYJICS K HeMY, HO He 3abexkal Ha Jie-
PEBO, TAK Kak OOsIICS caM COCKOJIb3HYTh, & KAK TOMOYb HE 3HAJ —
3a Jiarbl €My HE BBITAHYTb TAKOT'O TSKEJIOTO 3BEpsl, 1a Uy HEro
CaMoro ele prucK CBATUTCS, a peKa Oblla JaeKo BHU3Y.

TunyH Kpenko Jepxajicsl epeJHUMH, HO cama Kopa ObLia
CKOJIB3KOM — 3TO BBI3BAJIO NIAHUKY, U OH €LIe SHEPrMYHEN CTall
XBaTaTbCs 3aHMMHU JIallaMu.

— Kamens! — Makc 3ameTni1, Kak Kyco4eK KaMHsI IOTUXOHbKY
HayaJl BbICKAJIb3bIBATh U3-T10]] MOBSI3KU.

TunyH u30 Beex cuil crapaiics 3a0patbcesi, HO He ycries. Ka-
MEHb BBICKOUMJI, YAapuJIcs 00 JIamy U CTaJl HaJaTh BHU3, OJIECHYB
KPaeM CKOJIa Ha MPOIIaHbe.

Henonro nymasi, BOJK OTHYCTHJI OpEBHO M, CHEJIaB CaJIbTO
Hasajl, nosieresa BHU3. IJIMHHAA epCTh pa3BeBaslach 110 BETPY.
OT ckopocTH BO3IyX OWJI B IJ1a3a, a ABIIIATh cTasio Tskenee. Cro-
KMB Jialbl NIepe/l MOPIOK, OH IUTIIOXHYJICS, U TeYEHbE MOHECIIO



€ro BHM3.

Henenas nossaska cierena ¢ rena TruiyHa, Kak TONBKO monasa
TI0/T BOJIHBIH MOTOK.

HeMHOro oToWijisi OT CHJILHOTO yrapa 00 BOMY, BOJIK COIITY-
pUWICA M PE3KO OTKPbLI Ila3a — OHU BCIIBIXHYJIM SIPKO-TOJTY-
ObIM 11BETOM. TeMHO-CHUHMIA TUIMO, TOTyOasi CBETSIIASACS paIykK-
Ka ¥ TEMHO-TEMHO-YEPHBIN 3pDa40K CBOUM HEOOBIYHBIM, YPE3BbI-
YaliHO KPacUBBIM CBETOM MOTJIH TIOPA3UTh 10 APOXU. [ 1a3a cBe-
TWIKCh, U U3 TEMHOM, OypJisIedl BObI, C X MOMOIIBI0 MOXKHO
ObLIO XOTb YTO-TO Pa3iM4MTh. THIYH Hayasl UCKaTh B3MJISAOM
CBOIO YaCTUYKY KaMHSI.

CuiibHOE TeyeHHe HecJIO BOJIKA BIepel, MepeMelinBas BCIo
rps3b co jqHa. OT 3TOro Bojia cTajia Cepoi,  JIUIIb royoble TJ1a-
3a BOJIKA MIPOCBEYMBAJIM CKBO3b TEJIEHY MECYNHOK, IPSA3H U UIa.
TuIyH MBITAICS CONPOTUBIIATHCS TEYEHUIO U KAaK MOJKHO TINA-
TeJIbHe! pasIiisijieTh JHO, HO TIOTOK Oe3 Tepe/bixa HeC ero Brie-
pe.

Bapyr 4to-To GriecHyJI0 BHepeau, Ha JIHe — KaMeHb BOIIE
OCTpHEM B XKHUJKHI MIECOK, M BOjIa OM1ach 00 HEro, MbITasiCh BbI-
PBaTh U MOHECTH TI0 TEYEHHIO. BOJIK 4yTh ObUIO HE MPOTUTHLT MU-
MO, U, Ipeds JlanaMu, HadaJl CONPOTHUBIIATHCS TEUCHUIO — Pbl-
BOK! — BOT KaMeHb yXe B 3y0ax.

— OX, 4yTO *e Thl Hageaaa! — Makc cTosi1 Ha OOpbIBe, CXBa-
THMBIIIKCH 32 TOJIOBY. EMy HUYero He MpHIIIO Ha yM, KpoMe Kak
CUTaHyTh BCJIE/ 32 3BEpeM.

[MapeHb ObICTPO CrIpsATAaT KaMeHb B PIOK3aK, OTOIIE] Ha Ia-



py IIaroB, cepiiie KOJOTUIOCh, HEYBEPEHHOCTh OKOBBIBAJIA HO-
'Y, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH PEIIUJICS U, C CUJION OTTOJIKHYBIIIVChH
OT TpPaBbl, TOOEXa K OOPBIBY.

[Tpbrxok!

JlpixaHue repexBaTuio; cepitle, OyaTo, OCTAaHOBUIIOCH, Mak-
CHMY Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH JIETUT BEYHOCTh. BeTep mrymen B yimax
U Menian ra3zaMm. HecMoTpst Ha 310, OH BBIKPajl MOMEHT, YTOOBI
B3IJISIHYTh B CTOPOHY: peKa CJIOBHO pa3/iBUTaja TeueHreM 0Opbl-
BBl U Oexkaja KyJa-To BAajb, a HaJl PEKON SIPKO CBETUJIO COJTH-
1le, He3HAKOMBbIE MTUIIBI BUIUCh HAJ| TEUSHUEM, O0JIaKa TJIaBHO
TUTBLTM 1 Ha HeOe, u B peke. Kpacora. ..

Bort yxe 6nm3ok ygap o6 Bomy. Makc nogajcsi Brepes, Bbl-
NpSIMUIT PYKU U CTpesioi mpubmmkancs K Boge. OT crpaxa gaxe
3aKpbLI IJ71a3a.

Vaap! Bpbi3ru, mym ot ynapa 00 BOAY U IIUMNEHUE MTy3bIPb-
KOB — TeUeHHe MOHeca napHs 3a codoil. biaaro Makc ymen ma-
BaTh, HO 3TO €My He MOHAJ00MIOCh, MOKHO OBLJIO TIPOCTO pac-
CIaOUThCA, a TeUeHHe camMo TeOs1 HeceT, HO He TYT-TO ObUIO: BOsia
niepeBopaurBalia, Bepresia U KpyTuiia MapHs KakK TOJBKO MOIJIA.

Heno cnenano — kameHb B 3y0ax! OcTanoch JUIIb BBIILIBITH
Ha Oeper. A pa3Be oH TyT ecTb? BoJIK %k a1 mpocBeTa, Korjia 3eM-
Jisl IEPECTAHET BO3BBIIIATLCS HAJl PEKOU U MOKAKETCS MECYAHbINA
Oeper WM 3eMJIsi MAKCUMAJIbHO OITyCTUTCSI HaJl YPOBHEM BOJIBI.

Ho uT0 310? — craiika 60X peio c1oBHO obietena Tuy-
Ha. VIX TspKeno ObUIO pa3iiMuuTh, HECKOJIBKO IIBETHBIX C JIOCHSI-
HIe¥ics Yeryeld peld ObICTPO MPOMENTLKHYIU B Ty4e rpsizu. «OHu



Yero-To UCMYTaIUCh ?» — MogyMaJ 38epb. Ho 10/1ro pa3mbInuisaTh
HE TPUIIJIOCh — YTO-TO TeMHOE OBICTPO MPUOINKATIOCH — ynap!
ITO «UYTO-TO»» TSIKEJIO yIAPUIIO BOJIKA U B TosioBe TrTyHa 3a3Be-
HEeJIO, YTO-TO XPYCTHYJIO M MOTEMHENO Tiepel razamu. Ero ot-
KHMHYJIO KO JIHY, HO JIMIIb OH TIPUIIIEN B ceOs1, TPSXHYI TOJIOBOM,
¥ KapTHHA Mlepe]] I71a3aMHy CTajla YeTue, ria3a CHOBA 3aCHUSLIU ro-
JMyOusHo. B oTruibiBatomeit 3aragouHoi gpurype TuiyH Hako-
Hell cMoT pa3nuuuTh Makcuma. He pazaymbiBast, 3Bepb Opocuii-
Cs1 IOTOHSITh OyATHIXAIOITYIOCS (PUTYpY.

TuxoHbKO cXBaTUB 3ybamu Makca 3a IMBOPOT, YTOOBI HE BbI-
POHWTH KaMeHb U3 MAacTh, TUIyH, COMPOTUBIISSACH TSIKECTH BO-
Ibl, CTal TSAHYTh MapHs HaBepx. HecMmoTpsi Ha TO, 4TO 3BEpb
OOJIBIIION, eMy BCe ke ObLIO TSKEJIO TAallUTh YeoBeKa Ha II0-
BEPXHOCTh BOABL. MaKkchUM faxke He CTapajics MOMOYb CBOEMY
CMIACUTEIIO — CYAS TI0 BCEMY, MapeHb HArJIOTAJICS BOJIBI U BBIPY-
oucs.

Haxonen TwityH okazasics Ha Bo3ayxe. [ J1a3a NOTUXOHBKY Ha-
YaJii TIOTyXaTh ¥ CHOBAa 0OPETaTh MX OOBIYHBIN IIBET.

[myOGOKO T7I0THYB BO3/yXa, 3BEpb OIEHMJI OOCTAHOBKY: BOT
y’ke BIepeIu BUIHEJCs MPOCBET — 3HAUMT, Oeper Hepaneko. OH
HayaJl TPeCTU K Kpaio HEMMPOKOW peku. HeBricokue, MophIBU-
CThIE BOJIHBI YJAapsiTM BOJIKA IO TOJIOBE, MBITAIMCH TIOTPY3UTh
Ha JHO. YK€ TIOYTH TpPWXKAaBIIUCh K 3eMiie, THIyH crapajcs
HE OTIUIBIBATh OT BO3BBIIIAIOIIMXCSI OOPBIBOB. 3eMiisl Y Kpasi CTa-
JIa OMYCKAaThCsl ¥ TIOTUXOHBKY Mepeluia B TUIOCKUIM IecyaHblii Oe-
per.



MpeicinenHo oronarogapus bora, TuiyH, ¢ TSKeECTbIO, BHIOPO-
cui Makcuma Ha Oeper.

W3 mocneqHux cui BOJIK BHIOpAJICS U3 BOABI, U, TSXKETIO mepe-
Oupast MOKPbIMH, 00€CCHUIEHHBIMU JIATIaMU, TIOTLIEJICS 1O ChIPO-
My MecKy. Byayun Korga-to melliHasi IJIMHHAS LIEPCTh BOJIOK-
Jack 1o Oepery, ootekas pyubsimu. EyiBa Boliis u3 Boapl, TuinyH
ynaj Ha Oeper, 3aKpbUl I71a3a ¥ oTepsul co3Hanue. CUItbl 1moji-
HOCTBIO MIOKUHYJIU €r0.

JIBa co3maHus Jiekaan HEMOABMIKHO, oOeccuseHo. Harmoras-
muiics Bojibl MakcuM BHE3AITHO OUHYJICS, 3aKalllIsyl, OTPBITHYB
BOJIy Ha MECOK.

Eme HeMHOro 3aapixasich, Kanuisiss, Makc OmycTWI TroJIOBY
Y HaIlpaBWJI B3I/ B HEOO:

— Yt0 310 OBUTO? — C 3aTPY/THEHHBIM JIHIXAaHUEM U JIETKHM II10-
KOM B IJ1a3ax, crpocuil cam ceOsi. — TumyH? Tel kak? — napeHb
COCKOYMJI Ha KOJIGH! 1 TTPUOSTU3UJICS e/Ba JBIIIIABIIEMYy BOJIKY —
XOTh TaKOe AbIXaHUE TOPAJ0BAJIO.

— Th1 Genrymey, — 1mienessiBo OTBETH THITYH U OTKPBLT IJ1a3a.
OH NO/IHSUI TOJIOBY M BBITUTIOHYJT MEJIKUE KaMEIIIKHU C HeOO bIITNM
KOJIMYECTBOM PEYHOM BOJIbL. — 3a4eM Thl 3TO crienain?! — sapo 3a-
KpyJaJl Ha 1oHoIy BojiK. Ecii Ob1 Makcum ero He moHUMall, TO
9T0 OBUIO OBl IOXOXE HAa CUJIBHBIN JIail COOAKW Ha KOIIKY. — 3a-
4yeM Thl PbIrHYIT B Bomy?! §1 Obl 1 cam cripaBusicst! PasBe He mo-
HATHO ObLIO?!

— Hy, yx, u3BuHu! — Hauasn onpasapsiBaThcs NapeHb. — CToi!
51 Te6st nonmmaio? — Hacrymuno momuanue. — e TBO kaMeHb?



Onu 00a B3MISIHY/IM HAa HEJJABHO BBITUTIOHYTHIE OCKOJIKH, 3a-
TeM Ipyr Ha apyra. Hacrynwia odepens Makca pyratb cBOEro
CIIACUTEJIS:

— Kak Tak-10!? ThI %€ NOHMMAEIllb, YTO 3TO €JUHCTBEHHBIN
KameHb B Mupe? f ke He BO3bMY M He MoKy B Marasut: «A cBe-
11aiTe-Ka MHE KAJUIOTPAMYMK YyJ0-KaMelKa!». .. — HaurpaHHO
CKa3aJl MapeHb.

Bouik, He Muras cMOTpes1 Ha pa30o3JIMBILIETOCS ITAPEHbKa — OH
YK€ OTIBIXMBAJICS OT BHIILJIECHYTOM SHEPIUHU, YIIEPILIUCH TOJIOBOM
B KOJICHMU.

— Tbl HUYEro He NoHs1? — Makc yxe yCOKOUJICS U MOCMOT-
pes1 Ha 6e3MOIBHOTO.

Bonk momoran ronoBoi. IlapeHp ke mMoBepTena TOJOBOU
U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, MBICJIEHHO paccyxkpaas: «Hy na, tak-
TO...»

— $I He BUHOBAT — 3TO THI yAApUJ MEHS HOTOH, MOKa OyJIThbI-
XaJicsi B BOJIE, — CIIOKOMHO npousHec TuityH.

— 1a? Torna u3BuHU, — Makc omycTu rojioBy. — 51, Booore,
HE MOMHIO, YTO POU3OILLIO.

OnHu nomoyanm.

—INomnyuaetcs, Tl pacKoso 3y0amMu KaMeHb U YaCTHUKY TPO-
motun? IHTepecHO Bce 3TO padoTaer. ... Beixomut, 6e3 pa3Hu-
Il KaK, HO THI JJOJKEH OBITh B KOHTaKTe ¢ KaMHeM? — Makc cam
¢ co0OM paccy)aa, TUIIb Obl CHAThH HANPSI)KEHUE U OTUXOHBKY
OITyCKaJI IrOJIOBY.

—A... AnoyeMy Thl clac MeHs? — MapHA OCEHWJIO ¥ OH HavaJsl



C MHTEPEeCOM MOJHUMATH roJIoBY. — Bejib s Tebe coBceM He HpaB-
Jmock. MHe Ka3aioch, Thl COBCEM JIakKe HE XOTEJl CO MHOM U/TH.

TuyH BCTpeneHysics — OH TOJIbKO B TOT MOMEHT OCO3HAJI, UTO
crienaj, HO HUYEero He OTBETWJI,  JIUIIIb [TOJI0KUJI TOJIOBY Ha JIaIlbl
Y OTBEPHYJICSI.

— Ckaxu. Yto B 3TOM Takoro? — Makc BblnpammBai OTBETA.

— He 3Haw... — CIOKOWHO W3-3a CIIMHBI OTBETHJI 3Bepbh. — 51
Be/Ib ToXke Obl orud. — BoJik MmogHsI rosoBy U MOBEPHYJICS BO3-
MYIIIEHHO IJsA1s1 Ha Makcuma. — Tsikeno, 3Haellb Ji, ObUto TeOs
JIOCTaBaTh — Thl B€Jlb HATJIOTAJICS BOJIBL.

— TreI MOTOZE.

— X3X, MOJOJEL. .. — BHOBb OTBEPHYBIIUCh 1 HEMHOIO CMY-
TUBIIIKCH, CAPKACTUYHO YCMEXHYJICSI BOJIK.

— Cnacu60 teb6e. Xots 3a uro? Tl ke criacai cede KU3Hb, a 5
ObLT 00Y3001, — CApKaCTMYHO cKa3ai Makc.

— Ha! 1 ue 6onee! — orpesan TuityH, BCTas Ha Jarbl ¥ ciesasl
OYEHb JIEJIOBOU BUI.

Makc He cTaJi ClIOpUTb — OH U TaK BUJEJ, YTO OHU CTAJTU Yy Th-
9yTh COJIMKATHCS, ¥ BOJIK HE MOT JIOITYCTUTh €70 CMEPTHU HE TOJIb-
KO M3-32 COOCTBEHHOM OMACHOCTH.

Bonk nenan Buj cypoBOro, HEMOKOIEOUMOTo, HETo/1atoIne-
rocsi 4yBCTBaM U 3MOIMSIM 3Bepsi. Ero XosomHbid, Mpe3peH-
HBIW B3MJIsIT ObUT TaKKUM. .. OqUHOKMM. [lyckaii Buj ero Obu1 cy-
pOB U OeccTpallieH, HO Oosiicsi oH ogHoro — 6om. He dusnye-
CKOM — qynieBHOM. OH jiepikail BceX Ha pacCTOSIHUU, HE MOJITyC-
KaJ K cepriry. XoTs Koro Obu1o noamyckaTtsb? OH HU C KeM He 00-



[aJIcs, He OBUIO CBOEM CTay WIM CEMBH — 3TO OBUIO BHIHO JAaKE
Maxkcumy. Tem He MeHee, TapeHb BIE B HEM YTO-TO O1aropo-
HOE, CMEJIOe, HO OYEHb FOPAOE.

BepHocTb — BOT 4ero He 3aHMMaTh UCTUHHOMY BOJIKY. buaro-
ponuble nymm. He npenanyt m He OpocAT TeX, KTO UM JOpPOT.
Hukorna He CKaxyT, 4TO Ha Ayiie — OOJb WM CYaCThe. A el
BOJIK oiHOYKa? ['opablil B3I, YCTPEMJICHHBIN K HeOy, TOM-
HBII U CIIOKOUMHBIN. [ OpIOCTh HE MO3BOJIUT CKa3aTh, KAK MY TsI-
KeJI0, a AYULy pa3gupacT TOCKA U OIMHOYECTBO. A CO CTOPOHBI?
«['posHblit, cTpamHbil youiiia! OH oauH, TOTOMY 4TO €r0 HeHa-
BUJAT!» — CKaXeT KTOo-T0. A Befib 3TO ero 3amuTa. OT Takux
KaK Bbl... Ero roHsaT — oH tepnut. HanmagaloT — OH 3alUTUT ce-
0s1 u poanbix. He cynure mo BHemHocTu! 3arisHute B r71a3al
B 3epkana gymm! Bel yBugnTe B HUX CKPBITYIO JIACKY U JTIOOOBb.
JIOOBITUMK Y 3AIMUTHUK CEMBH.... A, MOXKET, Y BOJIKA OIPOMHAsI
paHa, KOTopasi THUET U 3aroJIOHsIET CepIie, K OH OOUTCSI HOBOTO
yaapa, 4To MOJIHOCTBIO ero paspymmt? [loaromy oH 3amumiaer-
cd creHou roppoctu. Y1 Makcum 310 MOHMMAJI, OH, CIOBHO CaM
cebs yOexjas moHATh — B THiIyHe 4TO-TO eCTh, HO TIOKa eMy pa-
HO 00 3TOM 3HaTh.



I'naBa 8

TuyH 1 MakcuM CTOSUTA Ha TIeCYaHOM Oepery pekH, a cpasy
3a GeperoM pocJa MbIIHAS, COYHO-3eJIeHas TPaBa, CTETIONIAsCS
BOKPYT.

— Tax, TbI 3HaeIb, Ky1a HaM UATH? — CIIPOCUJ TAPEHb.

— IlpumepHo. Panbiiie otelr MHE TOXe paccKasbIBaj 3Ty Jie-
TeH/1y, — 1a KTO €€ He 3HAeT, — U OH TOBOPUJI, YTO ITO MPOU3OIILIO
Ha rope IIpeakos. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO 5 3HAI0 — OHA HAXOAUTHCSA
Ha fore. MUMO Hee TOYHO He mpoiiaenb. 1 ObUT TaM KOoraa-To,
B T€X MeCTax... MOTOM YIIeI... U He BO3BpaIAJCs C MOMEH-
Ta, KaK B YIIEJIbe MOCETUIUCh APAKOHBL. — THIIyH B3IOXHYJ. —
He 3Haro, kak OyjieM riepeOuparhcs uepes yienbe. MoxkeTr, cMo-
’KeM HalTH Kakou-To nepexon... [Toka He BaHO.

— Y Bac ecTb JIpakoHbI?! — KaK W He CJIBIIIAJI, YTO CKa3aJl BOJIK
B KOHLIE, ynuBwWiIca Makc.

— Jla, a yto?

— 3910 370pOBO!

— X3X, Hy s IOCMOTPIO Ha TeOs, KOT/ia Thl C HUIMH BCTPETHIIIb-
csl.

[TyTHMKY BBIILTM Ha OOJIBITIOE TTycTOe Tosie. OKa3biBaeTcs Oe-
per ¢ caMoil peukoi Jiexkan Ha xonme. Bomk yauBuics u oris-
JieJICSl BOKPYT, YTOOBI TOHAThH, KaK TedyeT peka. B3oiiis Ha camyio
BEPXYIIKY XOJIMa MOXHO ObUIO YBUJIETh BCIO PEKY C BO3BBIIIIAIO-
IIUMUCST OOPBIBUCTBIMU OeperamMu, UX IUIABHBIN TIepeXojl B Tec-



YaHbIN Oeper u To, Ky/a Aajblile TedeT OypHasi peKa.

— Cmotpu, — okmkHya Tuimyn Makca.

MaxkcuM A0ro UCKall TO, YTO XOTeN MOoKa3aTh BOJIK.

— Tam xe! He Bugumb? — Hauan pazapaxarbcs TUayH u no-
TsAHY1 MakcuMa 3a pacCTerHyTyIO MOJIOBUHKY INEpeHel yacTu
KO(THI.

[lapeHb CKproumiICs U MOJAJICS BIEPE/, HO TOJI0BA €ro CMOT-
peJia B Ty K€ CTOPOHY, KyAa paHbliie cMoTpes TuiyH.

— A-a... O-0! — HakoHell yBuaesl Makc U TYT K€ YIUBUICA.

OH oTor11es ojIaNIbIIe OT BOJIKA, YTOOBI MOTyYIIe PasrisaeTh
YBUJICHHOE.

— D70 X MBI y)Kac-Kakue-Besyuue! Jlaxe He 3HaI0 — OOSThCS
WIN pajioBaThCSl.

[IpsiMO o XOIMOM, Ha KOTOPBIM B3OIIJIM BOJIK U IOHOIIIA II1Y-
Men Bogonaj. Peka nagasia BHU3 JIMIIb YyTh JaJIbllie MaJeHbKO-
ro rnecyanoro oepera. ¥ camoro Bofomnajaa Oepera no ooe cro-
POHBI OBLTM TTPOCTHIMU TOJISTHAMU, OMBIBAEMBIMU METKUMHU PE/I-
KUMU OpbI3raMmul OypHOTO TeueHHsi. Y POBEHb BOJIBI HEMHOT'O T10-
HU3WICS U pacTeKaJics 1Mo KaMHsIM. MeJkas rajibka y Oeperos,
npocBeurBaoias noja (yxe 4ucTon) BOAOU nepexoauia B 00-
Jiee KPYIHYI0 K caMOMY YCTYIy M BBIKJIa[IbIBaJIach TOPKOU Hajl
KPYITHBIMHM KaMHSIMU TOPHOTO 0OpbiBa. OrpOMHBIE, MACCHBHBIE
CJIOMCTBIE KAMHH JIEprKalliie CBOEW MOIIbIO BOAONA/, IOJUHY pe-
KU ¥ BBICOKME XOJIMbI OMBIBAJIMCH XOJIOAHOM BOJIOM, KOTOPAasi Kak
TyMaH OOBOJIOKJIa YepHO-Cepbie KaMHH.

Boma ¢ orpoMHO# BBICOTHI yaapsiiach cHayasia 00 OJVH BbI-



CTYyII, a OTTY/a, PaCIUIECKABIIIUCH 110 BO3/yXY, Najgaja Ha JIpyrou
KaMeHb — ¥ Tak 0e3 KOHIIa. MeJKue Karii pacCeuBaIMCh IO BO3-
JyXY, HEJIOJTO IEPKAJMCh B HEBECOMOCTH U TOJIBKO TIOTOM OpPO-
IIAJIA KOTEJT BOJIONA/IA U TIPHJIETAIONIYIO IOJUHY, TOPHbIE KAMHU
Y pacTyIlle Ha HUX KYCTHKH U MOX.

Ecnu orisiieTbest BOKPYT, TO MOKHO YBUZIETh, KaK JIOJIMHA TIO]T
BOJIONAJIOM M XOJIMBI, CTEJISIIIIECs Tiepe]l ITyTHUKAMU, COS/IUHSI-
JIMCh BOEJIMHO TIOJT YIJIOM JIaJIeKO BIIEPeX U BHU3Y, MO/l TOPHBIM
0OpPBIBOM, KOTOPBIN YMEHBINAICs ONvKe K CThIKY. Ha cThike Jie-
’KaJ1 HeOOJIBITIOH JiecOK. Takum 00pa3oM, XOJIMBI JIeKaJT Ha TOp-
Ke.

MakcuM nopakasicsi CBoew ynaue, Besib eciiv Obl TUTyH He Bbl-
TAIIWJI €r0 U He BbLJIE3 caM XOTsI Obl Ha JIECATb CEKYH]] paHbIIIe,
TO CMepPTH OBLIO Obl He N30€KaTh — KAMEHHUCTHIE BBICTYIIBI TIepe-
JomMai Obl eMy BCe KOCTOUKU. B Takue cekyH[pl eMy JIefCTBU-
TeJIbHO XOTeJIOCh BepUTh B bora.

Jlonro peimim He CTOSITh ¥ He pa3iisi/IbiBaTh MECTHOCTD. be3-
MOJIBHO JIOTOBOPHBIIIMCh, OHU TIOIUTA BHU3 IO XOJIM.

Bokpyr ux okpykajia COUHO-3eJieHasi TpaBa, TOJbKO OJIMHO-
Koe OOJIBINOE JIEPEBO CTOSUIO BIIAJIEKE TOJ XOJIMOM. Betep cBo-
60IHO OBerBaJI BOJIKAa U MakcuMa, ocyiiiasi MOKPOBATYIO IEePCTh
Y CBIPYIO OJIEKY, TOHSISI U3YMPY/IHbIE BOJHBI TIO IIIMPOKUM XOJI-
MaM.

— Oro! — ynuBuiCs napeHs.

[Ton nepeBoM 1 Ha caMOM T10Ji€ BUAHEIUCH Jiomaad. OIHu jie-
JKaJIM B TEHbKE TI0]] IEPEBOM, JIPYTHE Macauch. B obmiem, oObrd-



HOE CTaJI0 JIOLIA/IEH, HO JIMIIIb OAHO MX OTJIMYAJIO OT 3EMHBIX —
OOMBIIION, OCTPOKOHEUHBIH POT, KPAacOBABIIMICS HA MAaKyIIKe,
OKPY>KEHHBII I'yCTOM TPUBOWU.

— 51 mymas1, oHM ObIBAIOT TOJIBKO B CKa3Kax...

—A-a.... YHTOKH, — HE IPU/IaB 0COOOTO 3HAUYEHHE YAUBJICHUIO
Maxcuma, ckaszail BOJIK.

HemHoro nocrosiB, HOCMOTPEB Ha JIOLIAAEW U MOPA3MBIILISB
HaJl UX «HOBbIM» Ha3BaHWeM, Makc nomen Beieq 3a TuimyHoM:

— Ay Hac IpocTO EAUHOPOTH. ..

[lo nmopore nmyremecTByomEer NapovKe NoMNajainch Ha Iyasa
pasHble MO0OMS 3eMHBIX HACEKOMBIX, KOTOPBIX HE BCTPETHIIb
Ha 3emuie. Haji KosocuBIeicst BBICOKOW TPaBOM TO U JIEJI0 TTPO-
JieTaa HeoObIYHBIE MaJIEHbKHME PA3HOIBETHBIE ITUYKH, Iie0eya
Y Urpast B BO3AyXe. Y OAHOM U3 HUX Makc ycrien 3aMeTuTh Kpa-
CHBBIE CUHME KPbLJIbsl C MIPO3PAYHOM KAaMOM Ha KOHILIE KaXk[J0-
ro rnepa, KOTopble Ha COJIHIIE OJIECTe/M U B OIMH MOMEHT JlaKe
CBEPKHYJIM IIAPHIO MPSMO B I71a3a.

OHM UM 110 HEMIMPOKOU TPOIMHKE MPOTONTAHHOW KOTAA-TO
’KUBOTHBIMU. [10 Kpasim TpoOIIbl, U3 T'YCTOU TPaBbl, BHIJISAABIBAIN
KYIaBKH, HO HE KaK1e OObIYHO — JKEJIThIE, a Pa3HbIX 1[BETOB: CHU-
HMe, (proJeTOBbIe, MAIMHOBBIE — BCS pajyra coopasiach Ha Ofl-
HOM Tmosie. MakcuM copBast OfiH OYTOHUHMK C CHHEro KyCTHKa,
HO LIBETOK TYT K€ 3aBslI B €ro pykax. [lapeHp oka3ascs B JIerkoM
3aMeIlaTesIbCTBE, HO HE CTaJl SKCIIEPUMEHTUPOBATh C JPYyTrMMHU
[[BETaMH, U TIPOCTO 11eJ1, HaOmoaas U3Jaiu.
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