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Ppenepuxk byre
JBonHuk. IlyremecrBue I0unyca
IInnrsuna. IloBects 0 Inukom YenoBeke

JIBOMHHUK

I'naBa I
3eJjieHbIe YepHUJIa

Ko Mepxkep cunen oqun u padorai. [Ipobexas riazamu ouepeIHoi J0KIa] 1 CAeslaB Kpar-
KM€ IIOMETKM CHHUM KapaHJaIloM, OH BCTAJI C KPeciIa M ITPOILLEN HECKOJIBKO I1aroB 110 TPOMaIHOMY
KaOMHETYy; 3aTeM MOJOIIeN K OJHOMY U3 OKOH U C MUHYTY TOJyOecCO3HATeIbHO CMOTpes Ha Habe-
PEKHYIO U PEKY, €Ba BUIHEBIIYIOCS CKBO3b OJieIHbI TyMaH HOSIOpbCKoro ytpa. Ilorom oH onsith
BEPHYJICA K IMCbMEHHOMY CTOJIy C Ky4el IUCEM, aJPECOBAHHBIX JINYHO EMY, U IIPUHSIICA UX YUTATh.

[Tocryyanu B nBepb. Boien kypeep.

— l'ocnoguH MUHUCTP, Bac XO4eT BUIETh TOKTOp BoTbe.

Mepxkep NOAHSII T'OJIOBY.

— IIpocute crona! — nprkasan OH cO CBOMCTBEHHBIM €MY PE3KUM, aBTOPUTETHBIM TOHOM.

Kyppep HeMenJIEeHHO NCTIONTHWII TPUKa3aHue. MepKep MOLIEN HABCTPeUy MOCETUTENIO C TAaKOU
JPYKECKOM MOCTIEIHOCTBIO, C KAKOW OH HE BCTpevasl HUKOIO APYroro.

Joktop BoTbe ObLT €ro MKOJIbHBIM TOBAPHMILEM M OAHOTO Bo3pacTa ¢ HUM. Ho gokTOpy, BBICO-
KOMY, XyAOMY, C OJIeHbIM JIUIIOM, U300POKAEHHBIM Ha JIOY U Ha IeKax r’TyOOKMMHU MOPIIUHAMM,
C TIOPE/IEBILIMMH Ha BUCKaX U MOCEIEBIIMMHU BOJIOCAMHU, Ha BUJL OBUIO JIET COPOK IAATh; a Mepkepy
HeJb3s1 ObUIO aTh OoJblle TpUALaT BocbMU. OH ObUT IIMPOKOIUIEY, OeJIOKYpble BOJIOCH! 3a4eChl-
BaJI Ha3aJl, CBETJIBIE YCBI TOACTPUTajl KOPOTKO; SHEPTUYHBIY OPJIMHBINA PO(UIIb, IPABUJIbHBIE YEPTHI
JIMLA, TEMHBIE IJ1a3a, 3aKUraBlrecs 0JeCKOM M3-T1071 CBETJIBbIX TYCThIX OpOBEN, NPUBJIEKaId BHUMA-
Hue. OHY NOXKaJM APYT APYTY PYKY ¢ (DaMUIBSPHBIM M HACTOSIIIIUM palyllIMeM, KaK JaBHUE UCKPEH-
HUE Jpy3bsl.

— Kak noxuBaems? 5 He memato Tebe? — cripocun Botbe.

— Tel oIMYHO 3HaeIIb, YTO HUKOrJA HE MOXelb nomenats MHe! Caguck. OTUYEro Th ¢ OHeE-
JeJIbHUKA He TPUXOau1?

— ¥V mens mHoro gen. Tel ke 3Haelb, 4To A OfMH U3 JEJIETaToB Ha KOHrpecc B AMepuke, a
OH HaYMHAEeTCs yepe3 JBa Mecsa. MHe HaJlo 3aKOHYHUTh paboTy, OTpelaKTUpOBaTh JOKIa/Ibl. Pa3se
3a6bu1? ThI ke camM yCTpoWII, YTOOBI MEHsS BHIOpaM Ha STOT KOHIPECC, XOTs Apyrue mpodeccopa
MenuIMHCKOM akaJIEMUH U CTapIlIe MEHS. ..

— Her HagoOHOCTH OBITH BOCBMHIECSATUIETHIM, YTOOBI CUMTATHCS] OTHUM U3 CBETUIT (DPaHILY3-
CKOM HayKH, — cKa3ajl Mepkep. — Thl OTIMYHO 3Haelllb, YTO s TOBOPIO TeOe TO, YTO JyMalo... M YTO
ecTh Ha caMoM fene. MTak, korja xke Thbl ye3kKaelllb U CKOJIBKO BpeMEHH MTpoOyaelb Tam?

— 4 ye3xkaio yepe3 ceMb Hezieslb M Oyly B OTCYTCTBMM Mecsilia YeThipe WK nsTh. [locne KoH-
rpecca s Xo4y IoexaTb Ha HEKOTopoe BpeMs K Kappeito.

— Honro MbI TeOs1 He yBUIMM! — pe3Kko ckaszan Mepkep.

— 41 Mory BepHyTbCS cpa3y Hociie KOHrpecca. .. M ke coBceM He €3MTh, €CIU Thl JyMaellb,
41O 5 TeOe Oyay HyXkeH, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3aJsl BoTbe.
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— To ecTh THI MHE MOXEPTBOBAJI Obl TIOE3KOM, KOTOpasi COCTABUT 3MOXY B TBOEW KU3HU U
KOTOPOH THI CTPAIITHO MHTEPECYelbCsi?

— XeptBa He ouenb Oonbinas. To, 4To 51 HE CKaXy Tam, CKaxKy B Apyrom mecte. Hay4ynas ucrtuna
Hens30eKHO BBI/IET Ha CBET. A KpoMe TOTO, 3Haelllb, Mepkep, s, He KoneOsich, MOTY IIPHHECTH TeOe
eme Oosiee cepbe3HyIo KepTBY, YeM 3Ta. He 3a0bIBail, UTO €ciu s CTasl TeM, YTO s €CTh, TO TOJIBKO
Onarozaps TeOe. Benb Kora s B IeBATHAALIATD JIET, CTYAEHTOM IIEPBOT0 Kypca, OCTaJICA MOCIe CMepTU
oTia 06e3 eJUHOro Cy il MPOJOJUKeHUsl yueHus... Ecim Obl y MeHsl He ObLJIO Takoro apyra, Kak
THI... [la, ecii Ob1 y MeHs1 He ObLJIO 9TOr0 U3YMHUTEJIBHOTO, HECPABHEHHOTO, HEBEPOSITHOTO CUACThSI
— nMeTh Tedst CBOMM JpyroM... Koraa s momymaio, 4to ThI ciesialt Toraa. .. st Mojogoro yegoBeka
9TO COBEPIIIEHHO MCKJIIOYUTEIbHBIA MOCTYIOK: ThI JEJIUJICS CO MHOM CBOMMU JIEHbraMH U KaKblid
MecsIII 1aBaJl MHE CTOJIBKO, YTO 51 MOT JKUTh M CIIOKOMHO padoTaTh.

Jluio BoTee 3agepraiock OT TUIOXO CAEPKUBAEMOTrO BOJNHEHHUS. YIIBIOKA CMATYMJIA BIACTHOE
o Mepkepa, 1 B ero ria3ax MpoMesIbKHYJIO HEXHOE BhIpaKeHHE.

— He crout 6e3 KOHIIa BCIIOMUHATH TO, YTO MBI 00a MPEKPACHO 3HaeM, — cKkazai oH. — Toraa
y MeHs JIeHer ObUTo OOJIbIlle, YeM MHe TpeOOBaioCh... ... 51, 0OUeBHIHO, yMeJT TOTAA YKe CYAUTh O
TOMSIX, €CIH orieHw Teds1. Thl Bcerna ObUT MOMM JTyUIIIMM HJTH, BEPHEE TOBOPSI, MOMM €/IMHCTBEHHBIM
apyrom. f TpUBBIK, THI caM 3Haelllb, BHICKA3bIBATH TPOMKO TpU TeOe Bce, YTO MPUXOAUT MHE Ha
yM. Tak s cenan u cefiuac: KOHEUHO, YeThIpe-TIATh MeCSIeB He BUIETh TeOsl, He JISUThCS C TOOOM
MBICTISIMH, KOTOPBIE 51 BBICKA3bIBAIO TOJIBKO TeOe, MHE OyJeT He OYeHb MPUSATHO.

— U mHue Toxke, — 3ametrl Botbe. — [ToaTomy ...

— Ax, mer! TNoxanyiicta, 6e3 miynocteil. — Mepkep CHHCXOOMTENIBHO 3acMesuics. — Tol
noenemb! He npasaa mu? 4 atoro tpedyio. 51 xoTen moaapa3HuTh Tebs1, FOBOPSI, YTO THl MEHs Opoca-
elllb, ¥, KOHEYHO, Thl MHE Cpa3y OTBETHJI, UTO MIPU TAKUX YCJOBHUSX ThI OCTaelibes. .. JJoporoi Mow,
¢ TOOO Hemnb3s1 Moy TUTh! — M OH JIACKOBO MOJOKUII PYKY Ha TUIEUO Jpyra.

— Hy xopormo, — cka3zan Botbe cniokoiinee. — 4 moeny. Tonbko Kak Obl Tl He 3a00J€N B 3TO
BpeMsi, — IPOJOJIKAJI OH MOC/IE KOPOTKOTO MOJTYaHMSI.

— 3auem MHe 60JieTh? DTOro co MHOM HUKOTAA He ObIBaeT. Y MeHs MPEKPACHOE 3[J0POBbE, ThI
9TO OTVIMYHO 3HAEllb, BeJJb ThI K€ CaM YXaKMBaelllb 32 MHOM, TOYHO 32 YMHPAIOIIUM.

— Ay Te0s1 Bce-Taku TUI0X0i BUJ. Thl cUIIIKOM MHOTO padotaeis. [Touemy Thl He OpyYaelib
BCIO 3Ty padoTy cekperapsim?

Bortbe ykazain Ha Kydy nviceMm, niepe]; KotopbiMu cuaen Mepkep. Tot noxait miedamu:

— [Notomy, 4TO BCE pemmMTeNbHO HAJIO IeJIaTh CAMOMY. A KaK TOJIBKO MOPYYHIIb paboTy KOMY-
HUOY/b, TAaK YX HaBepHsKA YTO-HUOYAb aa HamyTtaoT... O! C caMbIMM JIydIIUMUA HAMEPEHUSIMH,
OT ycepausi, OT CTapaTeJbHOCTH WM OT XKeJIaHWsI XOPOIIO CHeNaTh... Bee, UTo s Mo J1IeHOCTH nepe-
a0 IPYTUM, BCera ObIBaeT IIOXO MOHSTO, TUIOXO UCHOMHEHO. MOXeT ObITh, 9TO CAMOYBEPEHHOCTb,
MaHUs1, BCE, UTO XOUelllb, HO 51 JOBEPSIO TOJIbKO caMoMy cebe. MHe Hy)XHO IBe KMU3HH, YTOOBI BCE
nepesenaTh. $1 MOYTH HE CIUTIO, HUKOTJA He pa3pemial ceOe HW OHOrO vaca CBOOOJBI U C OO0Jb-
[IIUM TPYAOM CIIPABJISIIOCh C €XKeJHEBHON padOTOi. DTO BEYHOE MyuYeHHE, U OHO Tep3aeT MeHs. Y
MeHsI pernyTalsi, 1, I0-MOoeMy, CIIpaBeJTUBasi, HEyKPOTUMO SHEPTMYHOro YesioBeka. 51 yectonoons
Y TIOJyYMJT TIOJTHOE YIOBJIETBOPEHUE CBOEMY UECTONIOOMIO; B COPOK JIET 51 — MHUHHUCTP; TOfIa Yepes
1Ba, TIpY TIEPBOM e Cllydae, s1 9TO 3Halo, 51 Oyay mpe3uaeHTom coBera. To, uTo 51 TeGe TroBopIo, He
XBaCTOBCTBO, & UCTUHHAs TpaBaa. Bce 310 mpaBaa, HO OBIBAIOT MOMEHTHI, KOT/Ia sl YyBCTBYIO ceOst
Pa3IaBIeHHBIM TAKOW KMU3HBIO M MAJIOAYIIHO MEYTAl0 XOTs1 Obl O KpaTkoM otabixe. [loiiMu MeHs,
APYyT MOM, — 5 HE KUBY; sl — MaIlIMHA U1 PaOOTHI. .. ¥ IS MIPEeCTaBUTENLCTBA. M 9TO MEHS yrHeTaer
OoJbIIIe BCEro, MPsIMO HE MOTY CKas3aTrh TeOe KakK, IOTOMY UTO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ITPEICTAaBUTEIHLCTBO
He HyxHO. [Tonnmaens? CoBepilieHHO He HykHO! DTo — IeKopalis, 3T0 — mapajl, Hen30eKHbIH, HO
HUKYeMHbI. .. la, 51 3Hal0, 51 caM co3fai ceGe Takoe CYIIeCTBOBaHKE, HO, TIOBTOPSIIO: 9TO HE 3Ha-
YHT, COOCTBEHHO TOBODS, KUTh. MHe HE3HAKOMBI TAKUE CJIOBA, KaK: OpOINTh, MEUTaTh, BECEJIMTHCS,
KuTh... [la-na, xuth! 1 mpesxe Bcero A0KeH NoQIepKUBaTh CBOIO peryTaiuio. i Bcero Mupa si —

7
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YEepCTBBII, CypOBBIi, CEPbE3HbIN YEJIOBEK. .. DTO MOSI peryTalusl, U sl BO YTO ObI TO HU CTJIO IOJKEH
MPOJOJIKaTh OBITh TaKuM. S1 — Ha BUAY, 1 — Ha BEpUIMHE, Thl 3Haelllb, MHE, MOA0OHO Hamoneony,
HeJIb3s1 TIO3BOJIAATH ceOe Pe3KUX ABWKEHHUH. .. BOT 51 u ckydaw. Henpasiornono6Ho, a? CKydaomuii
Mepkep! Uto nonenaens, s He KAMEHHBIH, s1 He OpOH30Basl CTaTysl, HECMOTPSI Ha BCE, MHE MHOTAA
OYeHb XOTEJIOCh Obl KHUTb. ..

Hacrynwio monmuanue.

— /Kenucep, — ckazais Bapyr Boree.

— Pa3Be y mens ectb Bpems? [a, s BHKYy MHOTIA KEHIIUH, KOTOpble MOIJIA OBl MHE MOHpa-
BUTHCS. Taknx Majo, HO...

— Xwp6epra ['epus, Hanpumep. OHa yMHasi, OoraTasi, XOpOIIeHbKast )KEeHIIMHA; el He OOoJIbIe
Tpuauaty. OHa OBjIOBeIa JIET NSATh Ha3aJ U JOCTATOYHO 3HAET KU3Hb. . .

— Moxert ObITh... Ho oHa MeHd He mo0uT. A MHE HEKOIIAa HU 3aCTaBUTh NOMIOOUTE ceOsd, HU
caMoMy TMOJMIOOUTS. .. Jla, KOHEYHO, OHa MHE HpaBUTCs. [JomkeH cka3arh, YTO OHA — €MHCTBEHHAS
JKEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi, MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, HE MOXKET Ha/I0€CTh XOTsI Obl MecsiIia TPy Mocjie cBaIbObI. .. Takue
JIOIY, KaK 51, He co3/1aHbl Ui Opaka... Kto xouer padorars, TOT HyXIaeTCsl B OJTHON HE3aBUCUMO-
CTH. §l MOMKeH CMUPUTBCS € STUM. Mosi )KU3Hb — 3TO YeCTomooue, Kapbepa, Tpy/. TOJIBKO. .. TOIBKO
MHE WHOT/Ia KaKeTCsI, YTO MIMEHHO TaKasl JKeHIIMHA, KaK OHa, MorJia Obl TOMOYb MHE.

Heckomnbko MUHYT OH ObUT 33 yMUUB, 3aTeM, TI0 CBOEH MPHUBBIUKE MOXKaB TUIeYaMH, Kak OyaTo
roBOpsi: «A, BCE PaBHO», — 3aKypHJI AIIMPOCY U CTAJI ONSATh pacrievyaThlBaTh KOHBEPTHI.

— IIpoctn MeHs1, — cka3aj OH yepe3 HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsl. — DTO MOUTH MeXaHHuecKas: padoTa,
HE Mellalas MHE TOBOPUTb.

— Berpeuaercst uro-HUOYIb HHTEpECHOE?

— INoutn HUKOrga. AHOHMMHBIE MHCHMA, pa3Hble TIIYNOCTH, HEOOOCHOBAHHBIE XOIATAKCTBA,
open cymacieniero. U, neBsATh pa3 u3 AeCSATH, CBEICHU s, THTEPECHBIE C IEPBOTO B3IVIsiIa, HO KOTO-
pble OKa3bIBAIOTCS JIOKHBIMHU.

— Cnymait, — cka3an Bapyr Botbe, — eficTBUTENIBHO, Y TeOs OYeHb TUIoXoi Bua. Eciu Obl 51
He BbICyIai TeOs1 JHS TpU-YeThipe TOMY Hazaf, s Ol chenai 1o ceityac. Ho Torma s ycriokouscs
¥ 3HAI0, YTO 3TO TOJIBKO IMepeyTomiieHue. .. [loatomy s coBeTyio Tede, U COBETYI0 OUeHb Cepbhe3HO,
crath modosbine. Moxelb IpUHUMATh HEMHOTO CTPUXHHHY.

Mepkep noxai rie4amu:

— Ecnu xouenb, s ciIbIXal, 9To 9TO CPeACTBO MoadaapuBaeT... Ho s BenukonenHo ceds uyB-
CTBYIO.

OH ymoIiK. Y Hero B pykax ObUT OOBIKHOBEHHBIH JKeJIThIN KOHBEPT, HA KOTOPOM 3€JIeHbIMU Yep-
HWIAMH, KPYITHBIM KPYIJIBIM MOYE€PKOM OBLIM HAIMCAHBI €T0 ajipec, (haMIIis, a HaBepXy CJIOBa, TPH-
Kbl IOMUEPKHYTHIE: «B cobcTBeHHbIEe pyKr». OH BCKPBLT KOHBEPT, BHITAITAII ITMCHMO U IPOCMOTPET
ero.

— Onsth, — MPpoOOPMOTAJI OH C JIETKOH YJIbIOKOH. — HacToitumBbiii!

— Y0 370 Takoe?

— DT0, BO3MOXHO, YTO-HUOYIb 3HAUUTEIIBHOE, HO BEPOsiITHEE — 3TO MycTskH. Ha, mpourn!

Bortbe B3si1 nuckmo. OHO ObUTO HAaMTMCAaHO Ha Oymare B KJIETKY U Tak ke, Kak ¥ KOHBEPT, 3eJ1e-
HbIMU yepHuiIaMu. OH npoyen:

«['ocriopyn muHMCTp!

310 nuceMo — TpeTbe. Eci oHO He OyeT MMeTh HUKAKOTO ycrexa, Kak H /1Ba
NpeAbIAYIIHX, 51 Oyqy MPOAOJIKATh MUCATh BaM KaX/Ayl0 HEJIeNo, TIOKa He J0ObI0Ch
TOTO, Yero Xo4y: yBUEThCS C BAMH.

Ceronus 51 onATh Oy/y XOIUTh B3a]] U BIiepe]] BAOJb Orpajbl CauKa y LEpKBU
Cen-Kepwmen-ne-Ilpe, Ha yrny momany u yaunbl A663. A Oyny Bac kaath OT
JECATH OO OAWHHAIIATUA. DTO MECTO JOCTATOYHO JIIOAHOE, YTOOBI MBICTb (KaK ObI
HEBEpOsITHA OHAa HM OblIa) O KakoW-HUOYIb 3arajHe He OCTaHOBWiA Obl Bac, U
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OHO JIOCTATOYHO IJIyXO€ [UIsl TOrO, 4TOOBI HAlllell BCTpeve MOMEIATN CIUIIKOM
MHOTOUHC/ICHHbIE poxokue. HanomuHaio BaM, 4To Ha MHe Oy/ieT YepHast IUIsia ¢
OITYIIEHHBIMH TIOJISIMH U CEPOE, CTATILHOTO 1BETA MAJIBTO C TIOJHSTHIM BOPOTHUKOM.
Sl Bcemu cuiamm HactamBalo, 4yToObI BbI mMpuILid. He Xody Hamucath B MUChME
TO, YTO 51 JIOJDKEH BaM CKa3aTh M YTO MHE KaXeTCsl OYeHb BaXXHBIM W JIJISl BaC, U
IJIS MEHSI: 1 YBEpeH, UTO Bbl B 9TOM cpasy ke yoenurtech. W movimwure, 4to jajist
MeHSs1 ObUTO OBl HEBO3MOKHO JIeICTBOBATh MHAYE, YeM sl JISHICTBYIO ceruac, IS Toro,
YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS C BaMU. §1 OTIIMYHO 3HAI0, YTO 3TH POMAHTUYECKO-JETCKUE Ha
BUJI MIPEOCTOPOKHOCTH KaXYTCSl BAM CMEITHBIMH U YTO Ha3HA4YaTh HEM3BECTHOMY
YeJIOBEKY CBUaHME — HAIJIO, TMOJI03PUTENIbHO U Heeno. M Bece-Taku HeoOXoauMmo,
9TOOBI BbI MTpUIILTK. [TOBTOPSIIO, C MIEPBBIX ke MUHYT CBUIAHUS BbI orimMeTe Bee. S
HE MOTY JISHICTBOBATh IPYTUM 00pa30M; MHAaue Hallle CBUAaHNe Oy/ieT OeCroIe3HbIM.
VBepsiio Bac: Bbl JOJKHBI TPUATH. Sl He 0OMaHBIBaIO BaC U HE OOMAHBIBAIOCH CaM:
3TO OYeHb BakHO! BoT yBuuTe.

[Mpomomkaio mucaTh BaM 3eJIeHBIMHU YSPHUJIAMU: €llle OJHa MOsI CTPaHHOCTb,
pebOsiueckast ¥ HeHyx)Has. Ho TOT 1[BeT YepHWII MpUBJICUET Ballle BHUMAHUE, U S
HAJICI0Ch, YTO €CJIU BBl XOTh CKOJIbKO-HUOY/Ib 3aMHTEPECYeTeCh, TO BCET/a OTIINYUTE
MOe MUCBMO M Tipoutere. Ecii 3T0 He Tak, TO, y3HaB MOE MHChMO, Bbl OyjieTe
cpazy OpocaTh ero B KOp3MHY, He pacriedarbiBass. Ho HacCKOJIbKO BCceM M3BeCTeH
Balll XapakKTep, sl [yMalo, 4To BbI ITpouTeTe. .. V1 yBepeH, 4To Bbl PAHO WIIU MO3HO
npuzere. Bo3aMoxHO, 4To 910 OyzieT ckopo. 3aueM TepsATh Bpems? 51 naxe Haaeoch,
YTO 3TO OyET CETrOIHS BEUSPOM».

[Nonnucy noa NMCbMOM He ObLIIO.

Bortbe, He roBopsl HU CJI0Ba, BEpHYJI MMCbMO Mepkepy.

— 4l noiiny ceronHs Be4epoM, — BAPYT pelin TOT.

— Bor emie! Yro 3a panTazus, — ckazain u3yMmiieHHblil BoTbe.

— Ia, noiny! Yxke B IpoLUIbIA YETBEPT, KOrJA s MOTy4nJI IpeblaylIee, BTOPOe, UCbMO, MHE
3aX0TeJIOCh TIOMTH.

— Ho T8I puckyenis. ..

—Yem? ¥V MeHs1, KOHEUHO, €CTb BParu, Kak y BCeX, U B OCOOEHHOCTH KaK Yy BCSIKOTO Ipeycrie-
BAIOIIIErO MOJIUTHYECKOro fAesTesns. Ho s He 3Hato, KTo Obl U3 MOMX BParoB MOT CEPhe3HO HEHABUIETh
MeHs1. DTO BCE TOJIbKO COMEPHUYECTBO, 3aBUCTh, OOUIBI. .. OT HUX MOTYT OBITh HEOOJIBIINE MOJIUTH-
YyecKMe N0/IBOXU — U TosIbKO. Her, apyr Moi, s B 3TO He Beplo. To HE MOH CTWIIb. Sl He co3aH A
Mesozipamsl ! JIormycTuM camoe HEBO3MOKHOE, UTO KTO-HUOYIb HEHABUAUT MEHS TaK, YTO FOTOB IOKY-
CUTbCSI Ha MOIO KM3Hb. .. TOr/a, BMECTO TOrO, YTOObI Ha3HAYATh TAKOE CTPAHHOE CBUAAHKE, HA KOTO-
poe s WK He NPUY COBCEM, WX NIPUAY C MOJTHBIM HEJJOBEPUEM, TAKOW MOM «Bpar» MPOCTO-HAIPO-
CTO MOKET MEHs KJaTh Ha y/IUIE, KOTIa s BBIXOXKY, YTOOBI MEIIKOM MATU JOMOM, KaK sl 3TO 4acTo
aenao. U 3auem... Her!.. 910 HeBeposaTHO! KTO MeHs Tak HeHaBuaut? Ilouemy? D10 He UMeeT HU
Mavieiiero ocHoBanus. .. Kisinycb te6e. 1o nucbmo. .. B Hem 4to-To apyroe. ..

— Moxet ObITh, 9TO KaKON-HUOYb NIYTHUK JAypHOro ToHa. EMy Xodetcst joctaButh cede yao-
BOJILCTBUE MUCTU(PULIMPOBATh BUAHOIO MOJUTUYECKOTO AEATENS], OH XOUeT NOAUTyTUTh Haj Kinonom
Mepkepom. Ecim 310 Tak, TO OH MOMpoOyeT 3710yNnoTpeOUTh TBOEH JIErKOBEPHOCTHIO U OyJeT paccKa-
3bIBaTh TeOe HEOBUIMIIBI WM e CIPSYETCS] U C BOCTOProM OyZeT CJAEeAUTh, KaK Thl IYJsellb BAOJb
orpapsl. .. A Ha OyayIei Heziesie BCsl 9Ta UCTOPH S TIOSIBUTCS B KAKOM-HUOY/Ib FOMOPUCTUYECKOM KYP-
HaJle U ¢ KOMMEHTApUAMM. ..

Mepkep HaxMypui1 OpoBu:

— Ilytauk? Bor npunyman! C Knogom MepkepoM He 1iyTAT. MeHs XOpo1o 3HaloT. S oTbIiy
MUCTU(HUKATOPA, ¥ OH TEM WM MHBIM CHOCOOOM, HO JOPOrO MHE 3a 3TO 3aIllUIaTUT. B KOHIle KOH-
1I0B, YTOOBI 3aCTPaxoBaThCsl OT CHPSATABILIEIOCs MUCTU(MUKATOPA, s1 MPOCTO MpoeLy CHavyaja dyepes

9



®. byre. «/lpoitauk. [Tyremectsue FOnmuyca [Tuarsuna. [ToBects o [ukom YenoBeke (COOPHUK)»

TUTONIA/Ib; €CJIU sI HUKOTO He YBUXKY, 51 HE TIOMIY, U MEHsI HUKTO He YBUIUT. MOXHO elle mpero-
JIOKHTB, YTO 3TO cymMaciieanmid. Ho He moxoxe, 4ToObl 3TH NHChbMA MUCAT OE3yMHBIH... A Kpome
TOTO, 3Haelllb, s TAK 3TUM 3anHTepecoBaH. CaM He 3HAI0 MMoYeMy, HO BCE 9TO KaXXeTCs MHE OYeHb
Cepbe3HBbIM. Y MeHsI TaKoe BIevaTeHue, YTo TyT eCTh YTO-TO MHTepecHoe. .. HeGonbias nmporyiaka B
necsATh yacoB Beuepa B CeH-KepmeHn-ie-TIpe Oyaer st MeHsT pa3HOOOpa3ueM Cpe/id MOMX pabouux
BEYEPOB U BHIE3TIOB. B 3TOM ecTh 4TO-TO KpacHBOE, YTO-TO POMAHTUUYECKOE, KaKasi-TO KU3Hb. Bepb
MHe, 51 COBCEM He HaWBHBIA MaJIb4MK, HO OTTOTO, YTO s HE KMBY, UTO 51 paboTaio 6e3 MepeablIiKy,
BO MHE OCTaJIOCh MHOTO JIETCKOTO. .. 3Haelllb, 3Ta UCTOPUsI HEMHOT'O M03a0aBUT MeHsI. A s TaK 3TUM
He n30aoBaH!

Bortbe nogHsuics:

—INopa yxoauts! 51 BIKY, UTO ThI PEILIMIICS UIITH CETO/IHSI BEYEPOM; XOUEIIlb, s TIOUIY C TOOOM ?

— Her! Her! Tyt nanmcano, 4toObl s1 mpuxoaui oquH. S u moiay. Iotepsiio yac BpeMeHH.
3aTeM MOsBIIOCh HA MpUEMe B MUHKCTEPCTBE MHOCTPAHHBIX Jiesl. DKUIMax OydeT MeHs kKJaTh, U B
JBEHAIIATh s BEPHYCH clofia padoTath. [Iprxoau 3aBTpa yTpoMm, s1 pacckaxy Tede Bce, YTO MPOU30¥-
net... Eciu BooOIIe mpon3oiieT 4To-HuoyIb Takoe, 0 4eM OyfIeT 4To pacckasarh... Jlo cBUgaHus,
CTapHHa.

— o 3aBtpa! S mpuay B IecsiTh, ¥ Thl MHE PACCKaXKeIllb Pa3raJKy MMCbMa, HAMCAHHOTO 3eJ1e-
HBIMH YEPHUJIAMH, — CKa3aJl, yibloasich, BoTbe.

OHM 0OOMEHSITHCh PYKOIIOKATUSIMU, U BoTbe yimes.

Mepkep CJIOKHUII IUCBMO, OITYCTHII €70 B KApPMaH U MO3BaJI CeKpeTapei 3aHUMAaThCsl TEKYIIUMU
aenamu. Ho MBICITb O CTpaHHOM CBHJAHUM BCEIIETIO BJIaIeNa UM B TPOJOJIKEHUE BCEro pabouero aHs.
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I'naBa 11
CBuaganue

TymaH, KOTOPBIi CJIeTKa paccesiics THEM, CTall K Beuepy ertle rymie. CuHeBaTon, MsIrkoi ThMON
OH HETOJBUKHO 3aIl0JIOHMJI YJIULIB, 3aIMTyILIII BCE 3BYKH, IPUTYIIINJI CBET (pOHApEl, KOTOPbIN CKBO3b
TeJIeHy TyMaHa Ka3aJiCsl pacCesTHHbIM U KaKUM-TO HEpEaJIbHbIM CIIEKTPOM.

[TpoGuito yeTBepTh ABEHAIATOrO, Korna Kionx Mepkep ocTaHOBIII 9KHIAX Ha YIiy OyibBapa
Cen-Kepmen u ynuiipl Cen-benya; 3To ObUT cTapbli (puakp, KOTOPIA OH HAHSIT HETAJIEKO OT MUHH-
crepctBa. Ho ero HamepeHue mpoexarbh CHavala B SKUIIakKe, YTOObl YOEIUThCS, KIET JIU er0 KTO-
HUOY/Ib, OKA3aJI0Ch HEOCYILIECTBUMBIM; yXKe 3a MATh METPOB HUYEro He ObLI0 BUAHO. OH BHIIIENT U
PacIUIaTHIICS C M3BO3YMKOM; OBICTPBIMH IIIAraMU JIOMIEN O TUIOLIAIH, MIepeceKk ee U MpoIes] MUMO
LIEPKBH.

OH ycnpllian mard UOyIero K HeMy HaBCTpEuY YesIOBEKa paHbllie, YeM pPas3jMyuuil CKBO3b
TYCTYIO 3aBecy, JeJaBIIyI0 HOUb elle 0oJiee TEMHOM, ero CHiTy3T. Ha HeM ObLIo AJTMHHOE TEMHO-Cepoe
MaJIbTO, C MOJAHATHIM BOPOTHUKOM, CKPBIBABIIMM HH3 JIUIIA; OMYIIEHHBIE MOJS LIS OpOcaiv TeHb
Ha JI00 ¥ I71a3a, CKPBITHIE €111e KPYIJIBIMA OYKAMHU C KEJITHIMUA CTEKJIAMH.

[To HeoOBsCHUMOI MPUYKHE JTIOOOIBITCTBO, KOTOpoe TipuBeso Kitoga Mepkepa Ha 3TO CTpaH-
HOE CBUJIaHKE, BIIPYT MCUE3JI0 U CMEHWIOCh, KK 3TO YacTO Y HEero ObIBajio, BHE3ATHBIM MPUCTYIIOM
paznpaxenus. «Bce 310 ykacHO rymo, — ¢ gocajion ckazan oH cebe. — BoTbe ObUI MpaB: Kakou s
WAKOT, 4TO MpuIlen ciofa». 1 oH pe3ko crpocui yeaoBeka, KOTOpbId B 3Ty MUHYTY OCTAaHOBUJICS
MOYTH Ha LIar OT HETO ¥ KOTOPOT'O OH TIIETHO CTapaJiCsl pa3liisIeTh:

— 3to BbI ucamu Mue? YUto 310 3HauuT? YTO BB XOTUTE?

— $1 O6bUT yBEpeH, YTO BBl B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MPHUJETE, — MEIIEHHO M COBEPIIEHHO CITOKOMHO MPO-
TOBOPUJI OH INIyXUM rosiocoM. — M eciv Bl IpUILUIK, TO HE BIIaJaiTe B pa3apaxeHue. Bee BHINIAIUT,
KOHEYHO, OY€Hb MEJIOJPaMaTUYHO U CMEIITHO, HO 51 HE MOT' ITOCTYITUTh MHAYE.

«W t7e s, 9ept modepu, CIBIIIA ITOT TOJI0C?» — MogyMan Mepkep.

Hesznakomery 6pocuit BOKpYT ceOsi ObICTphIN B3MISAA. DTa YacTh TUIOMAAN OblIa COBEPIIIEHHO
MycTasi, 1 TYMaH 3aKpbIBI KX 0OOUX CBOMMH OOJIAYHBIMU CTEHAMHU.

— Ioiigemte k ToMy (hoHapIO, — CKa3al YeJOBeK, — U Bbl BCE TIOMMETE.

Mepxkep, yIUBIEHHbI 3TUM XJaJHOKPOBMEM M CHOBA 3aMHTPUIOBAHHBIW, MPOLIET 3a HUM
HECKOJIbKO IIaroB. Y (poHapst yesnoBek octaHoBWIICSA. OH OBICTPO CABMHYJ 32 3aTHUIOK HUIAIY, OTO-
THYJI BOPOTHUK M CHSUT OUKH.

— IlocmoTpuTte Ha MeHs, — CKa3ajl OH, BBICTaBJISIS BIEPEN JIULIO.

Mepkep B3IVISIHYJI HAa HETO M cpa3y He oTaal cede sICHOro oryera B ToM, uTto yBuzen. Ho ato
MIPOJIOJIKAJIOCH JIUIIIB OIHO MIHOBeHHE. OH MOHSUT U B3/IPOTHYJ OT U3yMJIEHUS.

— Ho... Kak BbI MOXOXU HA MEHs1! — CKa3aJl OH. — BbI MOpa3uTeIbHO MOX0XKU HA MEHs !

W Ha camoM sienie OHM OBUTH TaK MOXOKH JPYT Ha JIpyra, TOYHO OAMH ObUT MOPTPETOM JPYroro.
V HUX ObLIN HE TOJILKO OUHAKOBBIC UEPTHI, IIBET U JIaXe BhIPaKeHHE JINIIA, HO U OAMHAKOBO IIIUPOKHE
iedr; 00a OHM ObUIM OIMHAKOBO MOJTHBIMH, TOJIBKO HE3HAKOMeEI[ ObUT Uy Th-UyTh MOBBIIIE POCTOM.

— D10 HeBeposATHO! — podopmoTan Mepkep. — Kak Oyaro s croro nepen 3epkasiom. Ho Bce-
Taku... A-a! — oceHWIO ero. — Y Bac YepHbl€ YCbl U TEMHBIE PECHULIbI! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, 3AMETUB
3Ty JeTajlb, U3-32 KOTOPOW OH, BEPOSITHO OECCO3HATEIHHO, HE TOHSIT Cpa3y MX MOJHOTO CXOICTBA.

Hesnakomen yibiOHyCS:

— Jla, HO 5 TaKoW ke OMOHIWH, KaK | BHL... 51 mogymall, 4to OyaeT OCTOpOXHee, €CIH yIoTpe-
O6uTh HeMHOTO Kpacku. OHa HaKJIA/ILIBAETCs U CHUMAETCS B OMHY MHUHYTY... Terepb Bbl BUIUTE, YTO
s He JIraJjl, KOorja Mucai, 4To Bbl Cpa3y BCe MOMMETE. . .

— 41 Huuero He noHMMal, — npepsal ero Mepkep. — Bel Ha MeHs noTpscaloIe MOX0KH, ITO
rpasja, Ho...
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— JlaiiTe MHE BOBMOXHOCTb BaM OOBSICHUTh, — IPEPBAJI €70 B CBOIO OYepe/b He3HaKoMell. — Bb
JOJKHBI TTOKEPTBOBATh HA 3TO Yac BpeMeHH. Tenepb, Koraa Bbl MEHS BUJEIIH, BBl HE OTKaXeTe. .. U,
yBEpsIIo Bac, Bbl HE TIOKaJieeTe 00 3TOM. ..

— Xoporo, — ckazasl Mepkep. — Sl He 3Hat0, YTO Bbl MHE CKaxerTe... M He 3Hato, KTO BHI. ..

— 4 Bam 310 cKaxy. Kpome Toro, Moe ums He IMeeT OOJIBIIIOTrO 3HAYEHM S, M He TIOYMAanTe XOTh
Ha MHUHYTY, 4TO 51 COOMPAIOCh MOBEAATh BaM KaKyl0-HUOYIb TPOTaTe/IbHYIO TAallHy MOEW WM Balllei
ceMbd. Bce 1e710 TONMBKO B TOM BEHIECTBEHHOM M HEOCTIOPUMOM (hakTe, YTO Mbl MCKJIIOUUTETIHHO
MIOXOKH JIpyT Ha apyra. Ho 31eck, Ha ruiomany, Hesib3si TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO. Hajetocs, cornacurech
3aiTH KO MHe. {1 KUBY psiIoM, BO BIIOJIHE MPHITMYHOM OTeEJIe.

— Xopot11o, ujieM K BaM, — He KoneOsICch, cKazan Mepkep; MpocTasi ¥ OTKPbITasi MaHepa He3Ha-
KOMIIa TPOU3BeJia Ha HEero Xopolliee BlieyaT/ieHue.

[TpuksoueHre CTaHOBUJIOCH JTIOOOIBITHBIM, M €MY HPaBHIJIACh 3Ta CTPAaHHAS! TAMHCTBEHHOCTb.
OH Bce Ooree 1 Hosiee YBIEKJICS U IIeN 32 HE3HAKOMIIEM, Pa3MBbIIIUIsAs, K YeMy TOT KJIOHUT.

Uepes nsiTh MUHYT OHU BOILIM B MPUJIMYHBINA M HAa BUJ TUXUIA oTesb. He3HakoMel1 B3siT KITioy,
Has3Basl ceOss. Mepkep He paccibiiiai ero uMs. MyKuuHa B TaJbTO OTIEP JBEPh CBOEH KOMHATHI
B 1epBoM 3Taxe. OH BBEJ roCTsl B KOMHATY, 3QXeT CBET, MPEAJIOKIIT MepKkepy Kpecio U 3aTOMUT
KaMHH, B KOTOPOM OBbLTH YK€ ITPUTOTOBJICHBI APOBA.

Mepkep, cusi B KpaCHOM Kpeciie, MalIMHAJIBHO OCMATPUBAJT aKKYPaTHO YOPaHHYIO U OYEHb
OaHaJIbHYI0 KOMHATY.

— DTa KOMHATa B CTOPOHE, X HUKTO HE YCIBIIIUT Halll pa3roBop, — CKa3ajl He3HaKoMell, MOl
XOZIS1 K 3epKaJly ¢ MOKpPbIM TosioTeHIieM. OH rpoBest uM 1o 6poBsaM 1 pecHuiiaM. Korna HesHakoMerl
NoBepHYJicsi K Mepkepy, TOT He MOT ONSITh He B3APOTHYTh: TOT YEJIOBEK Terepb, Oe3 MUISAIBI U C
OeJIOKYpBIMH, KaK y HEro, BOJIOCAMH U yCaMH, ellle OOJbIlle, YeM B CyMpaKe YJIHUIbI, TOXOIUI Ha ero
COOCTBEHHOE 3epKAJIbBHOE OTPaKEHHE.

— INopoiineM k 3epkaiy, — C HETEpIeJIMBON MHTOHALIMEN cKa3al Mepkep.

— Ecim xorwure.

C MUHYTY OHU CTOSUIU PSIIOM Tiepe]] OOJBIIIUM HEMHOTO MYTHBIM 3€PKAJIOM.

— INopasurenpHo. .. — THXO MpodopmMoTall Mepkep.

— 4l Ka)xych HEMHOTO BBIIIIEe BaC, HO 3TO IMOTOMY, YTO y MEHs TIOBbIIIEe KaOJMyKH Ha carorax, —
CITOKOMHO OO'BSICHWII HE3HAKOMETI, — TOKE M3 MPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH; MHE XOTEJIOCh, HAa BCSKHIA CITydaid,
HE MPOITYCTUTb HU OJIHOM JIETAJIH.

— Urak, — ckazan Mepkep, — xkay oObsicHeHHiA. B yem nenno?

— Bor! — Hesnakomerr cest mpoTHB HEro, BHIHYJ U3 KapMaHa OyMakHHK, a U3 OyMaXHUKA —
CJIO)KCHHBI HarevyaTaHHBIN JIMCTOK M NPOTSAHYA ero Mepkepy. — Bynbsre 100psI, moTpyauTtech mpo-
YecTb CHavasa 3To.

Mepkep B3sUT JIUCTOK U Pa3BEPHYJI €ro. DTO OKa3ajach CTaThsl, BHIPE3aHHAs, [0-BUIUMOMY,
JOBOJILHO JJABHO M3 KAKOTO-TO JKypHaJIa: Ha3BaHMe KypHaia He yKa3aHo. OH mpouelt:

«Cmeco

dabpuka IBOIHUKOB

Takas paOpuka cyiecTByeT B AMepuke U cHaOxkaeT Bech Mup. Elo yrpapiser
HekTo rocnoguH Tiopken. Cell yBaxaeMblid IKEHTIIBMEH OCHOBAJI €€ HECKOJIBKO JIET
TOMY Ha3aJ] ¥ CyMeJl [TIOBECTH 3TO BAKHOE JIEJI0 C SHEPTrUer 1 yMOM, HEOOXOIUMbIMU
IJ151 TIOJTHOTO Pa3BUTHSI TAKOTO OTJIMYHOTO MIPEANpUSTHS.

[TpousBeneHus 3TOro 1oMa MPEeBOCXOTHOTO Ka4eCTBa M BHE KOHKYpPEHLIUH.
Henp3s B aTOM pone caenars Huvero Jsyudiiero. ['ocrionun Tiopkent n1oBen ero 1o
npeziesioB coBepileHCTBa. [IpeBOCXOAHbIE UCTIONHUTEINH, COTPYIHUYECTBO KOTOPBIX
OH OIUIAUMBAET, KaK TOBOPUTCS, HAa BEC 30JI0Ta, CHOCOOHBI HA TpyAHEHIHe
NpeBpalleHns U MOTYT OpaTh Ha cedsl 3a/1a4u JIIOZIeH, 3aHUMAIOIIUX CaMble BUIHbIC
MOJIOXKEHUsI, UTPaTh Camble CIOXKHBIE M camble HIEKOTIMBbIE PO Oe3 pHcKa
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BbIIaTh ce0s. OHU yMeloT ObITh JTBOMHUKAMU JIIOOBIX BUIHBIX JIUI], KaK CaMbIX
WH/IMBU/IyaJIbHBIX, TAK U CAMBIX TYCKJIBIX, M HU Camble OJIM3KHUE JIPY3bsi, HU CaMble
sIpple Bpard HUKOT/Ia He OTJIMYAT UX OT TeX, KOro OHU M300paxaror.

locmonun Tiopkeit TKEHTJIbMEH BO IIBETE JIeT, O4YeHb CIOKONHBIA |
BOCIHHUTaHHBIN.

— He mMory BaM TO4HO cKa3aTh, — OTBETHJI OH Ha MOW BOIIPOC, — HO 3HAI0, YTO
JABHO 3apoAujiach Y MeHs 3Ta MbIcib. [loMHUTE pomaH (ppaHIy3cKOro mucaresns
Kions BepHa? $1 3a0bi1 ero HazBanue. .. [leo mpoucxomuT B AMepuke, BO BpeMst
BOWHBI IPOTUB padcTBa. TaM NEeHCTBYIOT ABa Opara, aOCOIIOTHO TOXOKHE IPYyT Ha
Apyra; OHU COBEPIIAIOT BCAKHUE MPECTYIUIEHUS U YCTPAUBAIOT JIPYT APYTYy aavowu,
MO BCell BUIMMOCTH COBEpIIEHHO OeCCIOpHBbIE. DTO, MOXET ObITh, JAT0 TOTYOK
Moell Mbicii. OcTajibHOE CO3pesio, KOrja s CTajl MPHUCIYHIMBAThCsA K KajloOam
JIIOfIeH, CTOSIIIUX BBICOKO M YYBCTBYIOIIUX CeOsl HECUACTHBIMHM OTTOTO, UTO Y HHUX
COBEPIIIEHHO HET HU MHHYTHI MOKOsl. § mogymain 000 BCeM, YTO MOKHO U3 TOrO
W3BJIeUb, U MPUHSIICA 32 paboTy. DTO ObLT JAOATUN U TSKEJIBIA TPy, YBEPSIO Bac.
Hayo 6110 UMeTh CONMUIHBIA OCHOBHOM KaNMTaJI, YTOOBI 3aBECTH JIeJIO HA IUPOKYIO
HOT'Y, YTOOBI YCTPOUTH HETJIACHYIO peKJIaMy M Oe3yKOPU3HEHHO MCTIOHUTD TIePBBIC
3aKka3bl. B 0COOGHHOCTH CJIOXKHO OBLTIO JAOCTaTh BEPHBIX, MpPEJIaHHBIX, YECTHHIX U
YMHBIX COTPYIHUKOB.

JIoJKeH cKaszaTh, YTO KJIMEHTHI TOSIBWJIMCH OYeHb OBICTPO W TIOUTH CaMH
co0O0M. DTH JTOY TaK U3MYYEHBI PA3HBIMU CBETCKMMU OO0SI3aHHOCTSIMU, BbIe3/IaMH,
3BaHBIMU 00€/IaMH M BCSIKUMU CKYYHBIMU COOPUIIIAMH, OT KOTOPBIX OHU HE CMEIOT
OTKa3aTbCsl MIPOCTO M3 YBAXKEHUsI, UTO B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CIy4aeB OHU C BOCTOProM
MPUHUMAJIU TIPEIJIOKEeHUs] MOUX TpejcTaButesieli. HekoTopble jmiia OTHECIUCh K
MOEMY HAaUMHAHUIO BHaYajle C HEOBEpHEM, HO KOIZa IMOHSUIM, HACKOJIbKO MOM
CIIy’Kalllie JOCTOMHBI MOJIHOTO JIOBEpPHs, KOT/la BOOUYMIO YBUJIEIH, KaK B TOCTUHOU
K HUAM TIOIXOAWJ KaKOW-HUOYOb WX CTAPUHHBIN JPYT, CAIWICA PSIOM, TOBOPUJI
O CeMeWHBIX JieslaX, a OHM M 3alofIO3pUTh HE MOIJIH, YTO 3TO ObUI JIBOMHUK,
MOCTABJICHHBII MHOIO, — TOTJa W OHM ObUTM 3aBoeBaHBl. [IOCKOJIBKY BCe MOM
cITyXarue HeOONTIIMBBI, YCEPAHBI M OUYeHb JeJTMKATHBI, 2 BCE MOM KJIMEHTHI — JTIOIU
M30paHHOro OOIIECTBA U XPaHAT B COOCTBEHHBIX MHTEpECcax MOJHOE MOTYAHUE O
HAIIIUX OTHOIIEHHUSIX, TO MO€ MIPEeINPUATHE TOCTUIJIO YCIieXa U MPOoIBETaeT.

— Mo3kHO Bac cipocuTh, Kak Bbl JEHCTBYeTE?

— OueHb TPOCTO: HOBBIA KJIMEHT OOpamiaercsi KO MHE M TPOCHT JaTh
eMy ABoiiHMKa. KoHeuHo, 3T0 BechMa OOraThlii YeJoBeK, M TaKk Kak Terepb Moe
TMOJIOKEHNE B OOLIECTBE OYEHb COMHMIHO, TO 3TO UENIOBEK, JENAOIINA Kapbepy.
[Monnmaere? OH TONMBKO 4YTO KaKUM-HHOyOb 0Opa3oM BbiABUHYJICS. [loatomy
€My HaJ0 Bbe3KaTh, ObIBaTh Ha CBETCKMX COOpaHUWsX, Ha 3BaHbIX obemax. Ilo
OOIIENPU3HAHHOMY MHEHHIO, 3TO — €IMHCTBEHHBIN CIOCO0 MOAJNEePKUBATH CBOIO
ClIaBy M pa3ayBaTh cBoe 3HaueHue. [IpaBa i1 310 UK HET, HO B 3TO BEPST, U TaK BCe
noctymnaiot... Ho ot aToro crpamaer padoTa, a Takke 1 3J0pOBbe: BeUHas! yCTAIOCTh
U CIWIIKOM OOWJIbHASI €[ja Ha 3BaHbIX obOenax. Bor TyT-To M Hamo momymarh O
npoitHuke. HoBasi 3HAMEHUTOCTh OOpaIaeTcsi KO MHE, M sI CBOKY €ro C OJHUM
U3 MOUX apTUCTOB, MPUOIM3UTENILHO OJHOTO POCTa C HAUM U TIOXOXEro Ha HeEro.
Ecnu y MeHs HeT Toro, 4to Hajo, MOJ PyKOH, s HAYMHAID TIOMCKU U HAXOXYy...
N yepe3 nBa, camoe OoJblliee TpU Mecslla MOW areHT, BCe BpeMsl CJICIUBIIUI
32 KJMEHTOM, MaJlo-IIOMajly BOCHPHUHUMAET €ro BHEUIHOCTb, OH YCBauBAaeT €ro
MaHepHl, )KeCThl, 0COOEHHOCTU. Y HEro, KOHEYHO, TaKKe ke KOCTIOMbI, U OH OYeHb
YIOBJICTBOPUTEJIHHO MPEJICTABIISIET ero Ha O(PUIIMAILHBIX TOPKECTBAX, Ha CBA/IbOAX,
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MOXOpOHAaX, Jaxe Ha MapagHblXx 00efax, a TeM BPEMEHEM OpPUTMHAJT CHOKOWHO
padoraet B xajiaTe U B Ty(uisax y ceOsl mepej] KAaMHHOM.

MbI MOXeM 3aMEHHUTh KOTO YrojiHO, BepbTe MHe. TOJbKO, 4TOOBl TOCTUYb
XOPOIIMX PEe3y/lbTaTOB, HY’KHO MHOTO MPO(eCCHOHANBHBIX yeuaui u nener. Ho s
BCerjga JOCTUTaJl BEPIIMH B CBOEM Jejie, M HU OHA Heydaya He oMpaulia MOen
peryTaiun. Y HEKOTOPBIX U3 MOUX CTaphIX KJIMEHTOB €CTh COOCTBEHHbBIE TBOMHUKH,
KOTOpbIe padOTaIOT TOJBKO HAa HUX, U TaK yIAuyHO, YTO 51 U CAM HE MOTY OTJIMYHUTh
MIepBeHIIa OT ero KOMUH. S JOCTUT MOpa3UTENIbHBIX PEe3YJIbTATOB, YBEPSIO Bac.

Tenepb BbI MpeACTaBisieTe cebe BCIO TPaHAMO3HOCTh HAIIIEro MpeapUsATHS.
Bbl BuaMTe, YTO MBI MOXEM YAOBJIETBOPUTh BCe TpeOOBaHWsA. YBepsii0 Bac:
Hallll areHTbl — MCKJIOUUTENbHbIE Jiionu. [lomymaiite TONBKO, MBI UMEEM 4YecTh
0OCITy’)KMBaTh KOPOHOBaHHBIX 0c00, TMaB rocyaapcts... Jla, koHewno!.. [aB
rocygapcts... Ho ocraBum!.. D10 Kacaercs yxe AMIJIOMATUYECKUX TaiH. 3HaiTe
TOJIBKO, JOPOTOM MOM, YTO Mbl — [IOCTaBILMKH CBOEW MPOLYKIIMK Ha BECH MUD, UTO
HUKTO HUKOT/Ia HE 3HAeT HaBepHOE, C KEM OH FOBOPUT. ..»

Cratbsi IpoaoIKaach M Jajee B TAKOM ke IOMOPUCTHUYECKO-(paHTaCTUYECKOM TOHE, HO Mep-
Kep He CTaJl YUTaTh JajbIlie U OPOCU HA CTON TMOXKENTEeBIIUIN JIMCTOK, KOTOPBIN ceiiuac e OrsTh
CJIOXKHJICS TIO CTApbIM Crudam.

— W BBI MeHs 3aTeM MOOECTIOKOMITH, YTOOBI 51 TPOUMTAI 3TO? — CIIPOCHIT pe3KUM ToHOM Mepkep.

— Jla, 51 Bac MOOECTIOKOMI [IsI STOTO, — OTBEYAJI XO3MH TEM ke TOHOM.

W Tenepb, Koraa OH TOBOPHJI CBOMM €CTECTBEHHBIM IOJIOCOM, 3TOT IOJIOC OKA3aJICsl HACTOJIBKO
MIOXOKMM Ha rojioc Mepkepa, 4To TOT MOT' IPUHSATH €ro 3a 3X0, MOBTOpsBILee ero gpaszy. U stor
BJIACTHBII rOJI0C, KOTOPBIH ObLI, JEUCTBUTENBHO, €TI0 FOJIOCOM M KOTOPOMY, KaK OH IPUBBIK, BCE OKPY-
KaloIIMe ero MOBUHOBAIUCH 0e3 KosieOGaHusl, BBIXO/IS U3 YCT 9TOTO CTPAHHOIO ABOMHMKA, 3aCTaBJISLI
€ro camMoro NOAYMHSATLCS cBoeMy aBToputeTy. OH, Kak Obl IPOTHUB BOJIM, HE MOT JIOIYCTHUTh MBICJIH O
TILATEJILHO TOATOTOBJIEHHOW MUCTU(DUKAIIMY, HE MOT' paccepanTbes U cpady yiti. OH Moirya, Jo/Iro
Y MPHUCTATBHO CMOTPEJ Ha HE3HAKOMI[a. 3aTeM CKazal:

— Ho Bce-Taku, He 3TO ke Bbl MHE Mpejsiaraere’?

Totr KuBHYyIL

— 51 He mpearonaraio 37108 LIYTKHU C Balledl CTOPOHBI, — CIIOKOMHO Ipofomkan Mepkep, — u
Bbl MHE KakXeTech pa3yMHbIM uesioBeKoM. Kpome Toro, kak Obl s HU OOpoJIcs, Hallle TOPa3UTEIbHOe
CXOICTBO MeIlIaeT MHE CUMTaTh BAC COBCEM UYXKUM MHE. DTO HE JIOTMYHO, HO 3TO TaK U €CTh Ha
camoM jene... CKaxkute MHEe OTKPOBEHHO, K UueMy, COOCTBEHHO, Bbl cTpeMuTech? Benb He MoxeTe
e Bbl, HA CAMOM [ieJie, Ha/IesIThCsl IIPOBECTH B KU3Hb O0JIee WM MEHEee CMEITHYI0 IOMOPHCTUYECKYIO
HEeOBUIUILY, KOTOPYIO BBl 3aCTaBUJIM MEHs IIpouyecTb. Beab 3TO TONBKO (haHTacTHUecKasi BBIAYMKA. . .
OueHb OCTpOyMHasi, €CJIU XOTHUTE. ..

— B camoi1 JilerkoMbIcieHHON (paHTa3uM KPOETCS MHOTAA 3€PHO IOJIE3HOM MBIC/IH, — CcKas3all
XJIAIHOKPOBHO He3HakoMmell. — S nonumaro Baie usyminenue... Ho... Hy na! [la, 1 k aTomy crpem-
JIOCh, TOJIBKO K 3TOMY, yBepsiio Bac... Ilogymaiite!.. KoHeuHo, paHbllle BCero BOZHHMKAeT OIUH
BOIIPOC, JaXe paHbllie 00CYkKIEHUsI TOTO, OCYLIECTBUMO JIM TO, YTO 51 BaM Mpeylaraio, Wid Her...
310 Bonpoc: OyleT JIM AJIs BaC 9TO MOJIE3HO, IOHUMAETe. .. Tosie3HO. OOIeryur jim 3To Bauly padoTy,
Ballly Kapbepy, BCIO Ballly KU3Hb. $1 qymalo, 4To [1a, ¥ 10 TOMY, YTO sl MOT' y3HATh O BAaC U3 ra3eTHBIX
cTarteii, U3 CIUIETeH, U3 aHEK/I0TOB, KOTOPbIE CO3AAI0T CPEAU IIMPOKOU MyOIMKH, BPOjIe MEHS, ITOHsI-
THE O BBIIAIOIIMXCS JIIOASX, 5 lyMalo, 4TO He OIIMOAI0Ch U YTO Bbl, OOJIBIIE YEM 51, TOTO K€ MHEHHUSI. . .
[Momymaiite 06 3ToM. OTBETHTE, €CITU XOTUTE, IOTOM. A ceiiyac Mo3BOJIbTe MHE CKa3aTh BaM, C KeM
BBl UMeeTe JeJ10. [ 0BOpIo BaM Mpesk/ie BCEro, YTo caM sl He MPEACTaBIISA0 KaKoro-HMOyab noTpsica-
IOLIEr0 MHTepeca, HO 51 IPUWJIMYHBIA YeIOBEK, U €CJIM Mbl C BAMU CTOJIKYEMCsl, TO JIy4YIlle, YTOOBI BbI
3HAJIM, KTO 5. MHe Tpuauarh IeBsTh JIE€T; Ha TOj MEHbIIIe, YeM BaM, He Tak Ju? MeHs 30ByT Paynb
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Beprxan. D1o BriosiHe nipueMsieMast (haMiIHs, Kak Bbl gymaete? Moit oter OblT JOPOKHBIM areHTOM
B Jlocpupa, HO Hala ceMbst OPETOHCKOTO MPOUCXOXKIEHHsI, M3 OKpecTHOCTel bpecra.

— ¥V MeHs Toke Tpeku OpeToHIIbl, — ckazan Mepkep. OH 3aKypusl Manmupocy ¥ BHUMATEIbHO
CITyIIIaJL.

— Ha, 3Ha10, 1, MOXKeET OBITh, HAIlIe CXOICTBO OOBSICHAECTCS] OYEHb AATBHUM POACTBOM, KOTOPOTO
MBI C BAMH, KOHEUHO, He 3HaeM. Bripouem, 3To He MMeeT HUKAKoro 3HaueHus. ECTh J0CcTaTOYHO MHOTO
CIIy4aeB CXOJCTBA MEXY JIIOAbMH, COBEPIIIEHHO Yy KUMH JIPYT IPYTy, 4TOOBI HE HAO ObLJIO UCKATh
00bsICHEeHUI. B KakoW-To cTapoii JiereHie TOBOPHUTCS, YTO Yy KaXKIOro YesioBeKa Ha 3eMJyie eCTh CBOM
nBOMHUK. S Barm qBOWHUK, BOT U Bee! Ho... Oyay mpomomkats Moo ororpadmuio. S xoporio yuusics
B ['peHobre, 3aTeM OkOHUMI Iopuandeckuil pakynbreT. U Tak Kak y MeHs He ObLJIO CPEeJCTB — OTell
OCTaBHJI MHE B HACJIEJICTBO TOJIbKO OKOJIO JIECSATh THICSY (PPAHKOB, BCE CBOM COEpEKEeHUsI, — 51 TIOCTY-
AT IOPUCKOHCYJIBTOM B OJJHY U3 MECTHBIX OOJIBIIINX aKIIMOHEPHBIX KoMIaHui. Bot u Bce! [lo6aBmo
elle, 4To s He KeHat. Bhl sicHO MoxkeTe cebe MpeICTaBUTh MOIO XKU3Hb: TPOBUHIMATBHYIO, TYCKIIYIO,
CIIOKOMHYI0 k13Hb. HO Tak Kak MeHs He TSHYJO0 HU UIpaTh B KapThl B Kade, HU K JenapTaMeHTCKUM
MHTPUTAM, TO s CTaJl JUIsl pa3BJIeUeHUs] YUTATh BCE: )KYPHAJIBI, pOMaHbl, MCTOpHuio — Bce. Korga B
KypHaJIe WIK ra3ere MHe MOMNagaioch YTO-HUOYb 3a0aBHOE, S Jes1al Bhpe3ku. Takum oOpa3oM y
MEHsI COXPaHIIACh CTaThsl, KOTOPYIO s JaJl BaM MPOYMTaTh, OHA ObLJIa HarleyaTaHa JIeT MSITHAIIATh
Ha3aj B KAKOM-TO IOMOPUCTUYECKOM KypHajie. OHa MeHsl opasuia. Y MeHsl Onpe/ieieHHbI BKYC K
POMAaHTHKE ¥ K BBIIYMKE — €CJIM OHa IpaBIooo0Ha. MeHsI Toria yBJIeKal BOIPOC O CXOACTBE, U
HEMHOT'0 M3y4aJl ero, M0 KpaitHel Mepe HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO ObLJIO BOBMOXKHO C TEMU HEMHO-
TMMU JJaHHBIMH, KOTOpPbIE 51 HAXOWJI TaM B OMOMMOTeKax. .. HegaBHO s1 3TUM omATh 3aHsUICS. .. DTO
ObLIO B MPOIILJIOM TOALy, JIETOM, MeCsILIeB MATHAALATh TOMY Ha3aa. Pa3 yTpoM, oTKpbIBast rasery, s
C U3yMJICHUEM YBUJIEN Ha MEPBOM cTpaHuIle cBoi nmopTper. To ecTb y MeHs ObUI0 Oecco3HaTeNIbHOE
BIlEUaT/ICHUE, TPOJOIDKABILIEECsT BCEro OHY CEKYH/LY, UTO 3TO MO COOCTBEHHbIH noptpet. Ha camom
aene 3To ObLT Balll MOPTPET; Baia (paMuiIvs CTosila BHU3Y. 3a TPH AHS JI0 TOTO Bl ObUIM Ha3Ha-
YeHbl MUHUCTPOM, M BCs TIpecca 3aHuMasiach Bamu. Ho Bce-Taku Takoe aGcomoTHOe (pr3ruecKkoe
CXOJCTBO, KOTOPOE 51 YBHET MEXAy BaMH M MHOH, IIPOU3BEJIO HA MEHsI CHJIbHOE BrievatieHue. J1om-
KEH BaM CKa3aTh, YTO OKPYXKAIOIIME STOTO He 3aMeTHIN. Y MeHs B TO BpeMsi Oblia ocTpast 00poaka,
KOPOTKO OCTPHKEHHBIE BOJIOCHI, ¥ s1 HOCWJI, M3-3a MepeyTOMJICHUSI 3peHHsl, xkenToe neHcHe. Ho cam-
TO s XOPOIIIO 3HAJ ce0s, ¥ 51 CpaBHIJI Baiy ¢phoTorpaduio, MOMeIIeHHYIO B ra3ere, Co CBOel crapou
KapTOYKOMH, C/ICIAHHOM YeThIpe-TISITh JIET TOMY Ha3ajl, Kora s1 Obul OpUThIM. Mekay HaMu ObLIO TOJI-
HOE CXOJICTBO, U sI B 3TOM ellie Ooree yoeauscs, Koraa JoCTall Jiydinyio Bamry ¢gortorpaduio. [Jomken
BaM CKa3arh, YTO Bbl YK€ JaBHO MEHS 3aMHTEPECOBAJIH Balllel CKJIIOUUTETBHO OJIeCTSIIel Kapbepoil
¥ BCEM TeM, UTO PACCKa3bIBAJIM O Balllell SHEPIUH, O Ballel padOTOCIOCOOHOCTH, O BalllMX 3aMeva-
TEJIbHBIX Ka4eCTBaX KaK rocylapCTBEHHOTO AesTteliss. OTKPOBEHHO MPHU3HAIOCH BaM: s ObUI CHavasa
HAWBHO M TJIYTIO TOPJ TeM, YTO ObLT OXOK Ha TAKOTO BHIAAIOIIEr0Cs YeJI0BeKa; a MOTOM MHOM OBJIa-
JieJia ’KeCTOKasi TOCKa; MHE CTaJlo CTBIHO, YTO 51 TOJIbKO CKPOMHBIW CITyKaIllWid, He UMEIOIIUIA BIe-
peau HU4Yero, KpoMe CKy4YHOTO MPOJOIKEHUST TAKOTO e CEPEeHBKOT0 M OaHAJIBHOTO CYIIECTBOBAHMUS.
41 roBopuI1 cebe, UTo MpU JPYTUX YCIOBUSIX s TOKE, MOXKET OBITh, CTAJI OBl BBIIAIOIIMMCS YE€TIOBEKOM.
3atem, M3-3a KaKOrO-TO CTPAHHOTO pa3/IBOCHUS, MHE HA4YaJlo Ka3aTbCs, YTO 51 OTYACTU Pa3eIsio
BaIly TpUyMBbl, 32 KOTOPHIMU s CTPACTHO CJIEAMJI IO ra3etaM. .. Kak st Bam yxe roBOpui — y MeHs
6oratoe BOOOpakeHue, 1 s1 MOT' CBOOOJHO MPEAaBaThCsl My, OKOHYMB MOIO CKPOMHYIO €KeTHEBHYIO
padoty... Bor TyT s 1 BcnoMHUT 00 3TOM (DaHTACTHUECKOM paccKase, KOTOPHIM YKe paHbIIe TakK
MOpa3uyI MEHs, UTO s BBIPE3al ero u cupstai... M HakoHel, s ckazan cede: a mouemy Obl HeT? [a,
novyeMy Obl MHE, B HEKOTOPBIX CITydasix, He 3ameHsATh Kitoma Mepkepa, 4ToObl OH MOT B 3TO BpeMs
CITOKOWHO Pad0TaTh, OTABIXATh. .. M BECEIUTHCS. ..

OH ymonk. Mepkep, nepska B ajibliax Marmupocy, ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CMOTpPE Ha HEro.

— IIponomxkaiite, — ckazana OH HaKOHEII.
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— IepBoe, 4TO MHE 3aX0OTENOCH CHENATh, — 9TO YBUAETh BAC COOCTBEHHBIMHU I71a3aMH. $1 moexain
B JIMOH, Kyia Bbl O(UIMAIBLHO TPUOBUIM HA OTKPBITHE MAMSITHUKA. .. HE TIOMHIO YK, KAKOMY BEJH-
KOMY 4eJIoBeKY. $1 Bac BUJEI; s CIIBIIIAI Bally pedb. 1 yOeauscs B MOJIHOM HallleM BHEITHEM CXO[I-
CTBE U B TOM, UTO Y HAaC OMMHAKOBBIH rostoc. Ho Toraa st Obl1 HEMHOTO Xy/iee Bac; HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB
YCUJIGHHOTO TIUTaHWsI, ¥ 51 CPABHSUICS C BaMH. B TO ke BpeMs 51 COBEpIIEHCTBOBAJICS B aHIIUHACKOM
SI3bIKE, TAK KaK y3HaJl, 4TO BB Onectsie Buageete uM. CinaBa Oory, s caM O4eHb XOpOIIIO 3HAJ €ro;
MOsI MaTh BOCIIUTHIBAJIACh B JIOHOHE U C AETCTBA Hay4Wsia MEHSI TOBOPUTH MO-aHIJIMICKU. S1 Takxke
TIIATEJIBHO CTAJl M3Y4aTh MOJUTUYECKYIO )KU3Hb 32 TIOCIEIHUE TObl ¥ CTapajics PUOOPECTH MO3Ha-
HUS TI0 SITTOHCKOMY MICKYCCTBY, IOTOMY UTO BbI, KQ)KETCsI, 3HAETE €ro B COBEPILIEHCTBE?

— D70 Hemnpas/a, — ckazasn Mepkep. — MHe co31aii Takylo peryTaiuio, HO 3TO MPeyBeInIeHoO.
MHe OHO HpaBUTCS, HO Y MEHSI HET BpEeMEHH 3aHSAThCS UM, U 51 HIYETrO TOJIKOM He 3HAIO.

— Tewm Jydie, MOTOMy 4TO 3TO OYEHb TPYAHO, — cKa3al bepxkan. — Kopode roBops, s crapaics
M30 BCEX CUJT U, 3aMeThTe, O€3 BCSIKON YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, UTO KOTJa-HUOY/Ib PEeIIych oexarh MOBH-
JaTh Bac M MPEUIOKUTh BaM TaKO€ HEBEPOSTHOE COTpyIHMUYecTBO. MHOIAA s1 roBOpumIl cede, uTo s
MIPOCTO CyMaCHIEAIINIA, U HE TyMaJl 00 3TOM LIEJIBIMH AHSMHU. . . TI0 KpaifHel Mepe, crapaiicsi OoJblie
He 1yMaTh. Ho 3T0 MOCTOSIHHO BO3BpAIasIoCh M BJIAIENI0 MHOM. Sl CTAHOBUJICS YeCTOMOOMB. . . 32 Bac.
Mos xu3Hb Ka3ajlack MHe Bce Oojiee U GoJiee cepoid, IPECHON U CKYYHOU. MHe MpeacTaBisIoCh,
YTO, HE TpeJyIarasi BaM CBOel MOMOIIIH, s TpeJalo Hallle od1ee ¢ Bamu Jiefo. .. Bee, uTo s roBopio
BaM, OYEHb 3AIyTAaHHO M CTPAHHO. .. HO U MOY MBICJIM ObUIM TaKMMH ke. .. Yto nenars? Hare ¢ Bamu
TIOJIOXKEHUE TaKOe HeoObIuaiiHoe. .. Ml HaKOHel, MecsI] TOMY Ha3a/, s BAPYT perics. S B3su1 oTImyck
no OGone3nu u yexai. [lpuexas B [laprk, s ocTAaHOBWIICS 31€Ch. Sl 3HAJ STOT KBapTal, TaK KaK KU
31ech BO BpeMsl CBOMX KpaTkux Hae3noB B [aprk. B mocneqauil pa3 310 ObUIO YeThIpe rojia Ha3aj.
Tenepp s mpriexas HOUBIO U, PEIIUB CBUIETHCS C BAMHU KaK MOKHO CKOpeid, cOpHI1 OOpOY, YTOObI BbI
C TIEPBOTO e B3IJIs1/1a ObLIH MOpaKeHbI HAIIIMM CXOICTBOM; 3aT€M BBIKPACHII OPOBH U YChI, YTOOBI 3TO
CXOICTBO He Opocasioch B I71a3a BCEM, M JUIS TOTO K€ YBEIWYMJI CBOW POCT BBICOKUMHM KaOTyKamH.
[Mocne Bcero TOro 51 HaIMcaa BaM MO€ TIEPBOE MUCbMO U TOJIBKO TOTIa Cpa3y MOHSLT, YTO MHE OYEHb
TPYIHO OyJeT BCTPETUTHCS C BaMU. $1 He MOT HU TIOMTH K BaM, HM TIOIPOCUTH BAC MPUHATH MEHSI, HH
OOBSICHUTD B ITUCHbME, B UeM jiesio. Ecii Obl KT0-HUOY/Ib, KpOME Hac, Y3HaUI Obl HAIlly TaiiHYy — TOTa
ere 3To ObUTa TOJNBKO MOS TailHa, — HUYEro Heb3sl ObUIO OCYIIECTBUTH; TO, UTO s MPOCKI y Bac,
ObLIIO 0OYeHb HEOOBIYAHHBIM. §1 3TO 3HA M MyuwIIcsl. MoM IiepBble OKUIAHUS Y PEIIETKY [IEPKBU MHE
TMOKa3aJIuch OECKOHEYHBIMU. 1 BCce-TakM Kakoe-TO CTpPaHHOE YYBCTBO JaBajio MHE HAaJekKy. XOTHUTeE
3HaTh Kakoe? f roBopuia cebe: «Ha ero mecrte st Obl HEIPEMEHHO MpHIeT». V1 B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
OKazaJics MpaB, Tak Kak Bbl MU, C MUHYTY OHH 00a MOTYAITH.

— Urak, — MeyieHHO cka3zail Mepkep, — Bbl MHE Tpejjiaraete I1eicTBUTeNIbHO 3107 U BBl MOIH
XOTh CEKYHJIy MOIyMaTh, YTO sI COIJIAIITYCh MOTEPSITh BceoOlee yBaKeHUe, CTaTh CMEIIHBIM, pa3OUTh
Kapbepy 13-3a MPOBEICHH S B )KU3Hb KAKOW-TO HeNlernoi (paHTa3uu, KoTopasi, eciu Obl s uMent 6e3ymue
TO/IIAThCS eid, OblTa Obl N300JIMYeHa B TIEPBYIO ke MUHYTY!.. DT0 hapc, Joporoi Mo, Meoapama. . .
Bce, 4to xOTHTE... HO TOJBKO YTO-TO HEOCYILECTBHMOE... K HECUACThIO... — MPUOABUI OH TOYHO
MPOTUB BOJIH.

— Bsl roBopuTe, k HecyacThio? — cripocuit bepxkan.

— 4 roBopio, k HecuacThio. .. [la! KoHeuHo, 51 roBopio — K HecuyacThio. Eciu Obl Baliie mpeio-
JKeHre ObLJIO TPUEMJIEMBIM — KOHEYHO, 51 PUHSLI Obl ero. 910 camo codoit oueBuaHo. M 310 OblIa
Obl camasi OoJIbITIasi yciyra, KOTOpylo KTO-TMO0 MOT OKa3aTh MHe. HecMOTpst Ha BCe MOM yCHJIHS,
HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO 51 OYEHb OBICTPO padOTal0 M HHUKOTIA HE OTIbIXAl0 OOJbIIE, YeM 3TO CTPOro
HEeoOX0IMMO, MHE HHMKOT/a He yaaeTcs cheslaTh caMOMy BCe TO, YTO XOTeJIoch Obl caenatsb. [lormo-
IIIEHHBIN O3 Mepe/IbIIKY OelieHON paboToM, 51 He KUBY. Y MEHsI HET HU MAHYTHI JUTs1 JIMYHOM KU3HHU.
EnyHCTBEHHO, YTO CTOMT 3allOMHUTH U3 TOTO, YTO Bbl 3aCTABMJIM MEHs MPOYECTh, — ITO paOCTBO
3HAMEHUTOT'O YeJioBeKa, HUKOI/Ia He puHaiexaniero cebe. KoneuHo, Opu10 ObI TPeKpacHoO, Heolle-
HEHHO — IMETbh JBOMHHKA, KOTOPbI ObI IEPEBOILIOTUIICS B BAC, KOI/Ia BaM HYKHO TOJIBKO Tlie-HUOYIb
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MIPUCYTCTBOBATh M TPEICTABUTEIbCTBOBATH. S 4YacTO MeuTan OCBOOOAUTHCS OT TOW OpUIMATLHOMN
Yeryxu, KOTopast IPOCTO MPUBOIUT MEHSI B OTYAsSIHUE, MOIONIast OeCrosye3HO OOJIBIIYI0 YacTh MOETO
BpPEMEHHU.

Bepxan yabIOHYIICS:

— Bor s u npeqiaraio Bam croco0®. . .

— Bbl MHe npeqiaraere Kakyio-1o 0e3yMHYIO IIyTKY, KOTOPYIO Bbl IIPUAYMAIN OT Oe3/1eNbs U
OIMHOYECTBA. Bbl camu ce0s1 yBEpWIIM B OCYIIIECTBUMOCTH TOM XUMEpHL. Y Bac e€CTh OIpaBaHKe B
HalieM HeoObIYaiHOM CXOACTBE... § UyBCTBYIO, UTO BBl UYECTHBIA M MCKPEHHUH YeJIOBEK, UHAYe s
Mor OBl TOlyMaTh, YTO KTO-HUOYIb 13 MOMX COTIEPHUKOB WJIM BPAroB, KeJaloNMX 3aHATh MOE MeCTO,
YCTPOMJI 3TY (DaHTACTHUECKYIO UCTOPHIO, B HAZIEKIE, UTO s OMAAyCh Ha STy YAOUKY U MOTUOHY. ..

— D710 ObIIO OBl CUIIIKOM XMTPOYMHO, — CIIOKOMHO 3ameTu1 Beprkan. — $1 qymaio, BB XopoIio
OLIEHMBAETE IOJIOKEHHUE. . .

— He nacrausaiite! — nmpepBai ero Mepkep, BcraBasi.

— Her, 6yny HacrauBatb. Ecitit BB cllyIiany 10 CUX TOp MeHsl, MOoCIyIaiTe emie. S cammkom
XOTeJl UMETh C BAMH 3TO CBUJIAHKE, YTOObI OHO MOIJIO TaK OKOHYUTHCSA. .. Bbl MpuHYXaeHb Oyaere
COMIACUTHCS, TOTOMY UTO TO, YTO 51 BaM Ipejyiaraio, BIIOJIHE OCYIIECTBUMO. .. MHe KakeTcsl, Bbl cede
BCE 9TO HE TaK IMPEe/ICTaBIIsIeTe, KaK 9TO eCTh Ha caMoM Jiesie. KoHeuHo, eciu Obl 51 ObLT areHTOM Balllero
Bpara ¥ npejaj Bac, BbIJaB HAIy TaliHy, B TO BpeMs KOra sl Bac Obl 3aMEHSLT. .. 9TO HaBPEAUIIO Obl
BaM. Ho Ha camom zienie Besib 310 He Tak! Bl OKa3piBaeTe MHE YECTh HE CUATATh MEHS TaKKM... U B
3TOM BBl COBEPIIIEHHO ITpaBbl. Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO 51 HE MPOBOKATOP... A KPOME TOrO, JIETKO [POBEPUTH
BCE TO, YTO 51 paccKa3plBall... EIMHCTBEHHO, UTO BaM MeUIaeT PUHATh MOE COTPYAHUYECTBO, KOTO-
poe 17151 Bac ObUIO Obl HEOLIEHUMBIM, — 3TO OOSI3Hb, UTO HAC MOTYT OTKPHITh. Tak 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO.
[NomymaiitTe XOpOIIEHBKO: BO-TIEPBBIX, SIBHASI HECOOOPA3HOCTh TAKOTO MPEAIONOKEHUS] — HUKTO He
PUCKHET 3arofio3pUTh UCTHHY, 10 TOTO OHa OyJeT cMelia; a BO-BTOPBIX, 51, XOTsI Obl JIIs1 Hauasia, Oyy
3aMEHSITh Bac TOJILKO B O(PUITMATIBHBIX TOp:kecTBax. W BbI camu OyieTe MOsIBISATHCS HAa IPYroi AeHb
WM JJaKe Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO YacoB. .. Ecim Obl Jake BOHUKJIO MOJ03PEHHE, XOTsI OHO, KJISIHYCh BaM,
HEBEPOSITHO, Bbl €T0 Ceiyac ke pacceere.

— Ho kak BbI xoTUTE, 4TOOBI Bac, HECMOTPS Ha HaIlle MCKJIOUYUTETbHOE CXOJICTBO, Cpasy ke
HE pa300aumiv, He YCTAHOBWIIM Ballly JIMYHOCTB?.. [IOBTOpSIIO: 9TO, MOXKET OBbITh, OUCHb YIAUHBII
JIUTEpaTypHBIA TTPUEM, HO. ..

—IIpoctute! Kak s yxe ckazan — s u3ydas 3ToT Bonpoc. KoHeuHo, 3T0 HEOTHOKPATHO UCTIONb-
30BaHHBIN JIMTEPATYPHBIN IIPUEM, HO ITO HE TOJIBKO JIMTEPATypPHbIN IpHUeM. B uctopun MoKHO HalTu
MHOT'O COBEPIIIEHHO MOPAa3UTENbHBIX IPUMEPOB TAKOr0 HEOObIYaiiHOTO cXofcTBa. Y IlnuHus, KHUra
BTOpas, IlaBa JBaaLaTh TPeThs, U Banepus Makcuma, kHUra Bropas, laBa IsTHaALaTasi, CKa3aHo,
yro Cypa, ObIBIIMA TPOKOHCYIOM CHITWMIINM, BCTPETUIICS pa3 ¢ OelHBIM PBIOAKOM, U3YMHUTEIBHO
MOXOKUM Ha Hero. Y HUX ObUTH OJJMHAKOBBIE YEPTHI JINIIA, OMMHAKOBOE CIIOKEHHUE, Te e ABUKEHUS,
TAaKOM ke rojioc, CMeX, U, HaKOHell, OHM 00a 3aukauck. [1o cBuaerenbeTBy Toro ke [lmHus, Kaura
ceabMasi, riaBa TpuHaauarasi, y CrpadoHa, otia Besmkoro [Tomrest, bl HoBap — BBITUTHIN €0 MOpT-
peT, KOTOPOro OH MOT BbIIABaTh 3a ce0s1. MOXXHO MPUBECTH MHOKECTBO MOAOOHBIX puMepoB. Han-
6osiee TUITUYHBIA — 3TO CIIydYail, MPOM3OIIEeIIIMI B IeCTHAaTOM Beke ¢ MaptuHom 'spom. Bei
3Haere?

— He ouenp xoporo, — ckazan Mepkep.

— Bor B 1ByX ciioBax B ueM Jeno: Maptul ['9p xkeHwica o4eHb MononbiM Ha beprpanpae ne
Posnbc u xun ¢ Helt B nepeBHe, Ha tore @panruu. Korga eMy MuHyso 1Baaiarh JBa roga, OH COBEp-
IIAJT KaKylo-TO MEJIKYIO Kpaxy M Oexall, He cKa3aB Jaxe ’keHe Kyaa. Bocemb jieT He OblJI0 HUKAKHUX
BECTEeH OT Hero. 3aTeM MOsSIBUJICS YeIOBEK, Ha3bIBaBIIUi ce0st MaptuHom ['SpoM 1 10 TOro moxo-
KWW Ha HEro, YTo BCe MPU3HAIM ero 0e3 BCAKMX KoJieOaHWH, HAaUMHasl C €r0 YeThIpeX CecTep U ero
keHbl — beprpanabl ae Posbe, KoTopas onsiTh cTaja XUTh C HUM, Kak ¢ MyxeM. [Iporuio Heckosbko
net; y Mapruna ['spa npousoliia ¢ OMHUM U3 €ro Jsjeil ccopa Ha AeHexHou nouse. snas cran
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yTBEPKAaTh, YTO STOT BEPHYBIIMICS YEJOBEK HE HACTOSIIMH €ro IIeMsSHHUK, U XOTEJl 3aCTaBUTh
Beprpany mpu3Hath, 4TO YeJIOBEK, C KOTOPBIM OHA XWJja, He ee Myk. Ho oHa oTBeTmia, 4T0 ei-To
JIydIIIe 3HaTh, YeM KOMY-JIM0O0 IPyroMy, U UTO «3TO ObLT IMOO0 ee MyX, TUOO 4epT B ero Koxke». M Bce-
TaK® 3TO ObUT He OH! B O1H MpeK pacHbIil IeHb B JEPEBHE MOSBUIICS YEJIOBEK C IEPEBSIHHOW HOTOM U
3asIBWJI, YTO OH HacTosmuil Maptus ['3p, 4To OH Bo3BpalaeTcst 3 apMHUH U IOTEPSUT HOTY TP Ocae
Cen-Jlopana. OH noTpe©oBaj BOCCTaHOBJIeHU s B TpaBax. O6onM MapTtunam ['apam caenanm ouHyo
craBky. OHHM OBUTH MOPA3UTEIHHO TOXOKH MEXAY COOOM U OO3BIBTH JPYT ApPyra CaMO3BaHIIAMH.
Torna npusenu vetsipex cectep [apa u beprpanay ne Ponbe. OHM, Kak U B TIepBbId pa3, 6e3 MaJiei-
I11ero KosebaHus MPU3HAIM B BEepHYBIIeMcs yenoBeke Mapruna ['9pa, co3Hanuch B CBOEH OIMOKe 1
3asIBUJIM, YTO BTOPOM-TO 1 ObLT HacTosiiuM MaptuHom ['spom, ux 6patom u myxem. Toraa JIOKHBIH
Maptus ['ap, TOT, KOTOPBIN BepHYJICS MEPBBIM, ITPU3HAJICS, YTO OH COJIral M YTO HA CAaMOM JieJie OH
o611 ApHonbaom fie Tunem. Ero mosecum.

Bawm ke, Kiionq Mepkep, He npuieTcst BO3BpaIaThes U TpeOOBAaTh BOCCTAHOBJICHUS B TIpaBaXx,
Be/lb eClu s Oy/ly JIefCTBOBATh, TO TOJIBKO C BAIIETO COIVIACHS... XOTUTE elle JIpyrue MpruMepsl?..
Llenblii psig MCTOPUYECKUX 3araJloK U 3HAMEHHUTHIX CyA€OHBIX MPOIIECCOB OCHOBAHBI Ha cxoncTee. He
CTOUT TNEPeuncysaTh Bce ciaydan. beut sxe Jhxeagmurpuil. Beuto geno 06 oxepenbe n3-3a CXOACTBA
Mapuu-AnTyaHerTsl ¢ aeBurieid Hukons Jlers. B Anrmu 6010 HeoObruaiiHoe feso TaimdopHa, e
OIHOMY XMTPOMY MSICHUKY YJaJOCh BbIJAaTh ce0sl 3a MOTOHYBIIETO B MOPE HACJIEHUKA CTAPUHHOU
cembr. Jlo caMoli MmocieiHeld MUHYTHI, Jake KOTAa CyAbH MPU3HAIM €ro0 BUHOBHBIM, MaTh YTOHYB-
IIIETro MPOJOJIKAIA YTBEpPK/AaTh, YTO CaMO3BaHell ObLT ee CHIHOM. B AHIJIMM ke BCKPbLIACh HETABHO
crparHas TaiiHa pyca [TopTianna, OCHOBaHHasl HA CXOJCTBE MEX/1y BBICOKOIIOCTABJICHHBIM JIMLIOM
Y TOpro.ieM Me0espio. DTo Obla HACTOSIIAsT CEHCAlMsI, CO BCEMH aKCecCyapaMy 3aXBaThIBAIOIIETO
pomMaHa: IBOWHAsI KU3Hb — TO KYIIEll, TO TepILIor, MoA3eMebs, (pajbIMBbie OOPOJIbl, TAPUKH, MHU-
MBbI€ TIOXOPOHBI, I'PO0, HATIOJIHEHHBI CBUHIIOM, TalHBIN Opak, U BCe 3TO MOAACPKUBATIOCH YbUMHU-
TO B3HOCAMH.

Bunure: 51 XOpo1o u3y4mi1 3ToT Borpoc. Bee 3Tu npuMeps! 10Ka3bIBaIOT, YTO MOE TpeIIokKe-
HHE BIOJIHE OCYIIeCTBUMO. $1 cam BHavasie kojedascs: He 6e3yMue JiM TO, YTO s 3ayMait’..

— Ho, — npepBan ero Mepkep, — 1 IOHUMAIO COBEPIIEHHO SICHO — €CJIM JIOIYCTUTh, YTO Balll
TUIaH OCYIIECTBUM, — BCIO BBITO/LY €r0 JJIsl MEHsI; HO BaM-TO YTO B 3TOM?

— BuzHo, 4TO BBl COBCEM HE 3HaeTe, YTO 3HAYUT CKy4aTb B MaJICHBKOM IPOBHHIIMATIHHOM
rOpOJIKe, — CKa3aJl ¢ Jierkor ropeusto bepxan. — C Tex mop Kak s1 Havyasi AyMaTh 00 3TOM, MOsI )KU3Hb
CTaJla COBEPIIEHHO HEBBIHOCUMON. MeHs MOKUPAJIO 9TO HEJleroe YeCTONMoOre «3a Bac», 0 KOTOPOM
s1 BaM TOJIBKO 4TO roBopuil. Cam 1o cebe s HU4TO; HO, IPUHUMAsI YYacThe B Ballled KU3HU, B Balllei
cliaBe, sl TAaKUM 00pPa30M CTAHOBJIIOCh YEM-TO. .. TyOlIepoM 3HAMEHUTOTO YesloBeKa!.. MpaB/aa, TOIbKO
nyOnepoM, HO B TeUeHHEe HeCKOJBKHMX YacOB MOe camoiiooue OyleT yIOBIETBOPEHO, Yero s cam o
ce0e HUKOI/Ia He CMOTy JOOUTHCS, TaK KaK y MeHsI HeT HU UIMEHH, HU COCTOSIHUSI, HU CIIOCOOHOCTEH,
HY SHEPruu. .. 51 cpesHuil YeaoBekK, sl 3TO 3HAIO. .. HO 3TOT CPEJHUN YeJIOBEK BHEIIIHE MMOXO0XK Ha Bac.
Most emuHCTBEHHAs yaa4ya, MOe €IMHCTBEHHOE JIOCTOMHCTBO — 3TO TO, YTO s IMIOXOX Ha Bac M 4TO
BOOOpa3mi cede, UTO MOTY UTO-HUOY/Ab W3BJIEYb U3 3TOTO... 3aMeThTe, s CUMTAI0 ceOsl JOCTAaTOYHO
YMHBIM, YTOOBI HE HaJIeJIaTh OIJIOIIHOCTEN, KOTOpbIe MOIJIU Obl BCE BBIIATH.

— Bbl HMUEro He roBOpHTE O IeHbrax, — ckazan Mepkep, psMo IJIsi/isl eMy B IJ1a3a.

— He crout! {1 3Hat0, 4TO BHI cAenaere Bce, YTO HaI0. Bbl OyaeTe oriaunBaTh MOE CyIECTBO-
BaHMe 3/]1eCh, Belb OHO OY/IeT U BalllUM. A KPOMe TOT0 — HO YBEpSIIO BaC, 3TO COBCEM BTOPOCTETICHHBIH
BOIPOC, TaK KakK sl B 3TOM OTHOLIEHUH COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOEH, — BBl OOraThl, U 51 Oy/y MOIb30BaThCS
Baimm oorarctBoM. U ecim Bce MOMIET Tak, KAK HaM XOYeTcs, a MHa4Ye U ObITh He MOXKET, Bbl MHE
obecrieunTe CIIOKOMHYIO CTApOCTh. ..

— Wtak, — mpofiosKai OH, U TOJIOC ero 3a/IpoKall OT JIETKOTO BOJTHEHMS, — BbI coryacHsl! Kis-
HYCh BaM, HaM 3TO yaactcsl... Sl B 9ToM yBepeH, nmoBTopsiio Bam! M gymaio, 94To 3TO M MO3BOJISIET
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MHE C TaKOW YBEPEHHOCTHIO TOBOPUTH C BaMH... MHe KakeTcs, UTo 51 TOBOPIO caM ¢ coOoW. .. S He
CTECHSIIOCh, HE KOH(PYXKYCh. .. BBl MEHS 32 TO MPOCTHTE. .. VITak, perieHo: Bbl COTJIaCHBI !

—4... 1 He 3HaW. .. — cka3an Mepkep. — OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPSI, MEHsI 9TO OYEeHb COOJTa3HSIeT. . .
Vike oqHa HeoObIUaifHask CMEJIOCTh Balllero MpoeKTa Moria Obl cOOMa3HUTh MeHs. 1 JIoOMo prCK,
€CJIM €CTh 3a YTO PUCKOBATh... Sl OUeHb TOYEH, siCeH M ypaBHOBelIeH. Ho 3To BoBce He 3HAYHUT, UTO
sI OTKA3bIBAIOCh OT POMAHTU3Ma B XKU3HU WM B 3aMbIciiax. Bbl, KOHEYHO, 00yMaJi U OTJesaId BCe
AETaJIM OCYIIECTBIICHHS BAIIEero MpeaioKeHus. Moxere Bbl X M3JI0KUTh MHE?

— Koneuno: mpexje Bcero, Mbl JOJUKHBI C BaMHM B TeUEHHWE HEKOTOPOrO BPEMEHHU — JBYX, a
MOXET OBITh, U TPEX HEJIENIb — «PETIETUPOBATh», YTOOBI sI MOT' BITOJIHE YCBOUTD BAIlld MaHEPhI M BaIIlH
OOBbIYHBIE KeCThI. [1J151 TOro Bl OyJeTe KepTBOBATh YacOM WJIM JBYMSI, KOrJa y Bac OyzieT cBOOOIHOe
BpeMs. Bbl MOIKHBI paccKa3aTh MHE C TOYHOCTBIO, KaK BbI IEpKHTE ceOsl B MyOInKe, Ballle OTHOIIE-
HUE K JTIOI M, HaXOISAIIMMCS PAIOM C BaMH Ha ODUIMATIBHBIX TOPKECTBAX, M Te (Ppa3bl, KOTOPHIE BbI
OOBIYHO TOBOpUTE. .. [lyMaio, 9To s MOT OBl HAYaTh C KAKOro-HUOYIb OaHKETa, KOHEUHO, HE TIPE/ICTaB-
JsI0Iero ocodoro 3HaueHus1. Ha Takux ouImalibHBIX Tpare3ax Bcerga ObIBaeT LeNblid Psijl JIONeH,
KOTOpbIE BaC COBCEM HJIM MOYTH COBCEM HE 3HAIOT.

— a. TTo-moemy, HeT Oosiee OTBPATUTEIHHOTO CIIoco0a TepSATh BpeMsl. DTO BXOIUT B KPYT TeX
AesTHUH — /17151 MEHST COBEPIIEHHO He HY)KHBIX, — KOTOPbIE HaJlaraloTcsl Ha YeJIoBeKa, CTOSIIIETO y Blia-
CTH, TE€M, UTO s Ha3bIBaIO MTPECTABUTEIILCTBEHHBIM 3a0TyK/ICHHEM. B TakuX cilydasix BbI SBJISIETECH
HEHTPOM, K KOTOPOMY CXOJSTCS TISATHAECST, IECTHACCAT WU CTO MEJIKHMX YeCTOMOOUH, OTKPOBEHHO
MPUHUMAIOIIUX JIMYUHY TTPEJaHHOCTU. B Ka)X10M BO3pakeHNH, B KaXkJI0l KpacCHOPEUMBOU hopmyIie
0 OECKOPBICTUH TpETIeIET Ta ke Moapa3symeBaeMast (ppazouka, KOTopasi B KOHIIE KOHIIOB M OOHa-
pyXMBaeTcsi, UHOT/a rpyoo0, a UHOT/A JIOBKO 3aMAaCKUPOBAHHAS, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TEMIIEpaMeHTa
cobecerHrKa: «51 3TOrO X0UYy!».

— Hy u ckentuk ke Bbl! — IpOM3HEC ClleTKa CMyILeHHbI bepikaH.

— Jla, s CKeNTUK TI0 OTHOIICHUIO K WJIEsM, KOTJIa OHHM 3TOTrO CTOAT... Ho BBI BUaMTE, UTO £ C
BaMH IIPOCTO TyMalo BCIYX... DTO HEJEeNo, HO, IOBTOPSIIO, 51 HE MOTY 3aCTaBUTh Ce0sl HE OTHOCHUThCS
K BaM C MIHTUIMHOM OecliepeMOHHOCTBI0. Harlre cKImounTeTbHOe CXO/ICTBO MeIaeT MHE BUIETh B BaC
COBEPIIIEHHO YyXOro YesioBeka. Hackombko BamM OHO JJaeT yBePEHHOCTh, HACTOIBKO MEHSI OHO JeJaeT
JOBEpYMBHIM. $1 He MOTy ylepXkaTbCsl, YTOObI HE TOBOPUTH C BAMHU KaK C CaMUM COOOM. .. XOTs MHe
HE CBOWCTBEHHA TaKasl IOBEPUMBOCTh. .. Jl0 CHMX MOp s BBICKA3bIBAJI €€ TOJIBKO OJTHOMY YeJIOBEKY. ..
eIMHCTBEHHOMY MOEMY JIPYyTy, K KOTOPOMY sI OTHOIITYCh Oe3 BCSKOTO CKENTUIM3MA. .. Bbl TOBOpHIIH,
YTO HauHeTe ¢ OaHkeTa? Xoporo!

— 4 Toxe, BUIUTE, XOUy IPUBBIKHYTh. .. S HE OYeHb 3aCTEHYHMB. .. HO BCE-TaKU TOpa3io MEHBbIIIe
OyIly CTECHSITBCS, €Cli OyAeT CTO YeJIOBEeK, YeM Tepe]] OOHUM WM IByMsl, B KAKOM-HUOYIb YaCTHOM
nene. S BeIy4y TO, 4TO Hamo OyJeT TOBOPHTH. .. Bbl MHOTO roBopute?

— Her, — ckazan Mepkep. — A momuanus. — OH 3acMesiicst u to0aBwi: — He 3a0biBaiiTe, 4To
s1 OUeHb MAJIO €M M IO TOJIBKO BOJLY.

— YV MeHs OOBIKHOBEHHBIH aIIeTHT, — 3aMeTU/1 bepikaH, — U 1 Mbl0 BUHO. .. HE MHOTO, HO C yJI0-
BOJIbCTBUEM. .. Ho s1 06oiimych Oe3 Hero, Oy/ibTe CIIOKOWHBI. .. BUKy, MHE MpUIeTCsl HauaTh KypUTb.
MHe Bpau KOrJa-To 3ampeTil KypeHre u3-3a cepaia, HO 51 CHOBA JIETKO MPUBBLIKHY... MTak, Oymy
MPOJOJIKATh: HE [yMalo, YTOOBI MBI MOTJIM U JIAJIbILIE KUTh B 3TOM OTeJe; 3[eCh HEJOCTATOYHO KOM-
oprabenbHO 115 Bac, ¥ IOTOM, 9TO MOIJIO OBl TPEICTABUTH PsI] PAKTHUECKUX HEYI0OCTB. I cHUMY
KBapTHPY, JyUIlle BCEro Ha TIEPBOM ITaxe, U CKaxy, 9TO Y MEHsI €CTh OpaT, KOTOPBIN MHOT'O ITyTelle-
CTBYET ¥ MHOT/Ia HaBellaeT MeHs1. bpatom Oynet apyroi u3 Hac. B nepBoe Bpemsi 51 Oy/1y BaM He OUeHb
TIOJIE3eH, HO KOT/Ia sl COBCEM MPHBBHIKHY, TO Oy/ly B COCTOSTHUM 3aMEHSATh Bac KaXAbIH pa3, KOrjaa Bam
HE HY)XHO OyJIeT «MOPaJIbHO» MPHUCYTCTBOBATH TAe-HUOYIb. I CKOPO pa3ydy MOIO pOJib, BBl MOXETE
TMIOJIOXKUTHCS HA MO€ TIPUJICKAHUE, & €CIIM MTPEACTABUTCS HEOKUIAHHOE 3aTPyAHEHUE — 51 CyMEIO €ro
o0oiTH. .. TexHuKa 3aMeHbI OJJHOTO APYTMM He CJIOKHA. BBl Bellb He K1BeTe B MUHUCTepCTBE?
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— Her, 51 xuBYy 0IMH 1 OY€Hb CKPOMHO, BOT yXe MATHAIATh JIET, B OJHOW 1 TOH ke KBapTUpe,
Ha ynutie JIuuib. .. Y MeHs BCero oJjuH JIakei.

— Ipekpacho! Korga st Bam Oymy Hy’eH, BbI BbIiIeTe OT ceOsi 1 Ha HEKOTOPOM PacCTOSTHUU
BO3bMETE IKHUIIAK, YTOOBI TOOpaThCs JI0 Halel oomei kBapTupbl. S Bac xay. S oger Tak ke, Kak
Bbl — Kion Mepkep, — Takoe ke 4epHOoe MajbTO, TAKOW K€ KOTEJIOK U CTPOTuM rajictyk. 1 yXxoxy
Y 3aHMMalo Baiie Mecto. Bbl ocraetech j0Ma, BbI CBOOOIHBI, BBl CTAHOBUTECH MHOM, U, €CIIU 3TO
HAJI0JITO U BBl TO’KE XOTHUTE BBITH, BbI TIOJKPAIIIMBAETE YCHI U OPOBH, M3MEHsIETE MIPHUECKY, JeaeTe
npsAMOW TTPOOOp BMECTO 3aUeCaHHBIX HA3aj BOJIOC, Ha/leBaeTe OOTHMHKM C BBICOKMMHM KaOlyKamH,
XKeJIToe MeHCHE, KJIeTYaToe NMajibTo, (DETPOBYIO LAY, TAJICTYK JaBajibep. DTo OyIeT MOM OOBIYHBIH
koctioM. M oka st Mepkep, Bbl Bepikan. {1 Haperoch, 4To ckopo Oyay MMeTh BO3MOKHOCTb /1IaBaTh BaM
HECKOJIbKO JJHEH CBOOO/IBI OIS — /17151 CIIOKOMHOM padoThl. HO Kak TOIBbKO MBI HAUHEM Hallty padboTy
— HyXHO OyJeT cefiuac ke OToc/IaTh Baliero Jiakes. OH XOpOIIO 3HaeT Ballu MpUBLIYKU. Ero MoryTt
MOPa3uTh Kakue-HUOYIb JeTalli, KOrJa MHe MpUAETCs 3aMEHATh Bac Ha Bailel kBaprtupe. HoBblit
JIaKkel, KOTOpbIi Oy/IeT 1Mo ouepeiy BUIETh HAC, MPUMET HAIM MPUBBIYKH, HE TION03pEeBasi, YTO OHU
MPUHAJIEKAT JBOUM Pa3HbIM JIIOAsIM. MoKeT ObITh, OH OyJeT CUMTATh BAC KallPU3HBIM, BOT U BCE. ..
WTak, BbI cormnacHbl! — 3aKOHYMJI OH C BOOLYIIEBJICHUEM.

Mepkep 3a1poskal, Kak OyATO OYHYJICS OT CHa:

— Her! Her! Her ee!.. I xouy nogymars. .. {1 He oTka3biBaioch. .. M 3auem MHe, B KOHILIE KOH-
1LI0B, OTKa3bIBaThCs1? 3aueM He BOCIIOIb30BaThCs ClIy4aeM, KOTOPBIN JaeT MHE BO3ZMOXKHOCTH HECpaB-
HEeHHbIE, KaKuX elle He ObLI0 HU Y offHOro 4esoBeka. [lociymaiite, BepxaH, s Huuero He pemao. S
XO4y MIOCOBETOBAThCS C OIHUM JIPYTOM, O KOTOPOM 51 BaM TOJIBKO YTO FOBOPHIL.

— Ho nonymaiite, ecii KTo ObI TO HU OBUIO y3HAET. ..

— Tombko He oH! 4 Bepio emy, Kak camomy cebe. S He pelrych 0OMaHyTh €ro, U, KpoMe TOro,
y HaC HUYETo He BBIIJIET, €CJU Mbl HE MOCBATUM ero. OH CIIMIIKOM XOpOIIO MEHs 3HaeT... A 3areM,
s Tak xouy!.. Besp puckyo £, a He BBI.

OH cHOBa CTaJl BIACTHBIM, [TOYTH IPyObIM MepKepoM, KOTOpOMY HUKOTJa HUKTO HE CMeJ BO3-
paars.

— Xoporo, — npodopmoTtan bepxan. — I moHUMAIO. .. BbI, MOXKET OBbITh, XOTUTE TAKUM OOpa-
30M IPUHSATH MEpPBI MPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH MPOTUB MeHs. S1 HIMUero He MOry BO3pas3uTh, U, TaK Kak s
M3JIOKWJI BaM BCE COBEPIIIEHHO OTKPOBEHHO, Y MEHsI HET KOJIeOaHuii, pa3 Bbl TAK YBEPEHBI B BallleM
apyre. ..

— TlonoBuHa nepBoro, — BApPYr ckazain Mepkep. — S yxoxy. Bel onyuute Moyt oTBeT 4yepes
TPY JTHS.

On ymwesn. bepxan 3agymancsa. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO HE 3acCHET. BApyr oH 3aMeTus Ha cTolie
3a0bITHIE MepkepoM noptcurap. OH B3sUJT IAIMPOCY U 3aKyPHJI €€, YTOObI, Ha BCAKUH CITydaid, pu-
YUHTBCSL.

B BockpeceHbe yTpOM MPUIIUIO MUCHMO; OH BCKPBUI €ro ¢ CHMJIbHO OblomuMcs cepiiem. B
nchbMe OBUIO TOJIBKO OHO CJI0BO: «Cormacen».

Bepxxan Bech 3a/1poxkal, ero JULO MPOSICHUIOCh; EMY [OKAa3aJIoCh, YTO OH HAYMHAET HOBYIO
*u3Hb. OH chenan ABMKEHUE TUIeYaMH, TOYHO COPOCHII ¢ ceOsl KaKyIo-TO TSKECTh — TSIKECTh J0J-
TUX JIET CEPEHBbKOM KU3HHU OETHOr0 YMHOBHMKA, TPUTBOXKAEHHOTO K OOBIIEHHON padoTe, Oe3 BCAKUX
HaJieK, Oe3 BoMHEeHUM, 0e3 oxkuaanuil. OH MmojoneT K MyTHOMY 3epKaily Ikada MmocMOTpPEeTh Ha
ce0s... mocMoTpeTh Ha Jiuno Kiiona Mepkepa B cBoeM JivIie.

3aTeM BEepHYJICS K CTOJY, B3sUT JIMCT OyMar M Harmmca MIchbMo K cede, B TIPOBUHIIUIO, CBOEMY
HAYaJIbHUKY.

«['ocnionuu pupexTop!
YecTb MMeEI0 MOKOPHENIIIE TPOCUTD BAaC MPUHATH MOK0 OTCTaBKy. CocTosiHue
MOETO 3JJ0POBbsI 3aCTABJISICT MEHS. . .»
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U ot oxBaTHBIIIEr0 €ro Bo30YKACHHS €r0 PyKa JEHCTBUTENIBLHO JIpoKaia, Kak Yy JIUXOPaJOYHOIO
OOJILHOTO.
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I'nasa III
Penerunusa

ITocne Broporo ceuaanus ¢ Kinonom Mepkepom Payie bepxkan HaHs1 MaJIeHbKYI0 KBapTUPY U3
TPeX KOMHAT, KyXHHU U Y3KOTO KOPUIOpa; OHA HAXOIMJIACh B CIIOKOMHOM JioMe Ha octpoBe CeH-Jlyw,
Ha HabepexXHOW MpOTUB JieBoro o6epera CeHbl, Ha YIITy OMHOTO THUXOTO repeyiika. Bxon B KBapTupy
ObLT U3-TI0]] BOPOT, HE JOXOMs A0 MOMEIEHUsI TPUBPATHUIIBI, U TAKUM 00pa30M MOKHO ObLIO, XOTS
Obl 0TYACTH, N30€XKaTh ee MPO(PeCCHOHATBLHOTO JTOOOMBITCTBA. OKHA ABYX NMEPBBIX KOMHAT BBIXOAWIIN
Ha HabepexXHyI0; OKHa TPeTbhell KOMHATHI, KOTOopasi Oblla Ha yIJIy, M OKHA KYXHU BBIXOJIMIM B Tiepe-
YJIOK; TaK KaK OHM HaXOIWJIUCh HEBBICOKO OT 3eMJIM 1 ObUTH O€3 PeleToK, a TOJIBKO CO CTaBHSIMM, TO
MMM, TIPU CITy4yae, MOXHO OBUIO BOCIIOJIB30BAThCS KaK JABEPbI0, MUHYS PUBPATHHMILY.

Bepxan, y KOTOpOTO, 10 €ro COOCTBEHHOMY MPU3HAHUIO, ObUIa CHJTbHASI CKJIOHHOCTh K POMaH-
TH3MY, OYeHb TIOHPABUJIUCh OCOOEHHOCTH 3TOM KBapTHUPbI, 1 OH OBICTPO Y4Yel BCE BBITOMbI, KaKUe
OHHM MOTYT MpPeJCTaBUThb. [efCTBUTEHHO, STO ObLIM JIyUIlIe YCIOBUS, TIPH KOTOPHIX MOXHO OBLIO
ynoOHee BCero COXpaHWTh TaiiHy ero cMmesioro 3aropopa ¢ Kinogom MepkepoM. OHu 3aKimoyaiiv B
ceOe BBICIIYIO IPEJOCTOPOKHOCTD U TapaHTHIO OE30MaCHOCTH, KOTOpasi cpa3y BoCXUTHIIa ero. U xors
Mepkep Haien cHavyasa, 4rto ocTpoB CeH-Jlyn pacnosioxkeH CIMIIKOM JIAJIeKO OT IIEHTpa ero ooine-
CTBEHHOW [JIeSITEIbHOCTH, HO CKOPO CaM IpHUIIIeN K TOMY ke 3aKJII0YeHH0. bepkaH HaHsUT Ha CBOe
UMs1 KBApTUPY B TPU KOMHATHI M Ha JIEHBIH, MOTyYeHHbIe OT Mepkepa, mpocTo U KoM¢popTadeIbHO
oOcraBui ee. Uepes IBe HesieNu Mocyie UX MepBoil BeTpeun y orpaapl nepksu Cen-Kepmen-ie-ITpe
OH YK€ IOCEJIUJICS B HEl.

W BoT TYT-TO, B CpeIHEN KOMHATE TOW KBAPTHUPHI, CAMOI OOJIBIIION KOMHATE, U3 KOTopoii bep-
’KaH ceNan 4yTo-To Bpoae pabouyero kabuHeTa-roCTUHOM, COOPAMCh B OUH U3 IeKaOPhCKUX Beue-
poB Mepkep, bepxan u nokrop Botse.

Korga, 3a HecKonbKo BpeMeHH J10 3Toro, Mepkep rno3nakoMus1 Botee co cTpaHHBIM Ipejiioxe-
HHEM 4YeJIOBeKa, TaK MOXOKEro Ha Hero, JOKTOpP UCKPEHHE YIMBWJICS U JOJITO OOAyMbIBAT... 3aTeM
TIOJIHSLT I71a3a Ha MepKkepa U ckaza:

— A nouemy 6w Het?.. [la! Tlouemy Obl HeT?.. Hajjo 0ueHb OCTOPOXKHO OTKJIOHSTH OT ceOsl Bce
CTpaHHOE U HEeOObIYaitHOE, TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO 3TO YTO-TO CTPaHHOE U HeoObvaiiHoe. .. [Tpeasnoxe-
HUe, cleJlaHHOe TeOe, TIOKAIYH, eqUHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCO0, YTOObI TAKOW BBIIAIOIIHMIACS YeJIOBEK, Kak
ThI, CTAJI YeM-TO OoJiee 3HAYUTETbHBIM, YeM MPOCTO BHIJAIOLIUIACS YeloBeK. .. Jla, MoIyduTh Takylo,
MOYTH BOJIIIEOHYI0 BO3MOKHOCTh Pa3[BaMBaThCs; UMETh €C/IM He BABOE OOJbIle BPEMEHH, YeM Y
BCEX JIOJIeH, TO, BO BCAKOM ClTy4ae, Ha TpeTb Oosblne. Bce HeHy:KHOe B TBOEH JKM3HU YHIET OT Te0s,
€CJIM THI cAalIb ee qpyromy. OH OMOXkeT TeOe HecTr OpeMsl, B3sB Ha ceOsl Ty 4acTh, KOTOPYIO TeOe He
HEoOX0IMMO HecTH camoMy. Takum oOpa3oM, Thl MOKEIIIb ellle TMPOoAepXKaThCs. .. S ToBOpIo — Mpo-
nepxatbest. Tol cropaeis! Eciiu Tl He Oyienib OTIbIXaTh, TO, KAKOBBI Obl HU ObLITA TBOM CUJIBI, SHEP-
T'Usl, CIOCOOHOCTH K OOphOe, Thl He Oy/eIlh B COCTOSTHUM MPOIO/IKATh TBOIO M3HYPUTEITBHYIO padoTy.
Ectb oueHb GaHasIbHASL, HO AOCOJTIOTHASI HICTHHA: CHJTHI YeJloBeKa He Oe3rpaHnyHbl. Tebe HyKHO Bpems
IJIs1 OT/IBIXA, MHAYE, MOXET OBbITh, U Ja’ke HABEPHOE, SIBUTCS BAPYT HEN30EKHbIN, N3HY PSIOLIHN Iepe-
PBIB M3-3a OOJIE3HU WM repeyToMiieHusl. TpeOys oT camoro cedst CIUIIIKOM MHOTOTO, Thl PUCKYeEIIlb
Korga-HuOyIb He OMyYuTh HU4ero. Ciy4aiiHo OCTpOyMHasl BbIyMKA TOTO YesioBeKa AaeT Tede BO3-
MOHOCTb OTJIOXHYTb: 3TO MCKJIIOUMTENIbHBIN, YYy/IECHBIN, HEBEPOSTHBIN ciydail! Bocronb3yiics um
WM, TI0 KpaliHel Mepe, mocTapaicsl BOCIIONbh30BaThCsl. ITO, KOHEYHO, COBEPIIICHHO HEOOBIYAHbIN
CIIy4Yai. .. HeOObIYAMHBIA, HO B HEM HET HUYEro HU3MEHHOTO, HUYEero JypHOro, HUYEero Takoro, 4to
MOXET OBPEAUTh APYTOMY YeJIOBEeKY. DTO MPOTECT — KOTOPBIM, NMPaB/a, OCTAHETCS] HEM3BECTHBIM —
3TO TBOH MPOTECT MPOTUB HAIIPACHOM MOTEPU BPEMEHH, CBA3aHHOW C TBOMM IOJIOKEHUEM. A KpoMe
TOTO, TI0-MOEMY, TaKue JIIOIU, KaK Thl, — €AMHCTBEHHBIE CY/IbU CBOMX MOCTYNKOB. UTOOBI BeCTH K

Omary cBoe JeJo, Thl MOXeEIlb CBOOOIHO TIOJTb30BaThCs BCEMH CIIOCOOaMU, Kakue TeOe HYKHBI.
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— Wrtak... Tel IymMaenib, 51 IOJKEH COTTaCUThCS?

— Ha! A Kpome TOro, eciii 51 U CKaxy Te0e «HeT» — Thl BCE PABHO COIIACHIIbCA. ThI yiKe 9TO
pem. §l He COMHEBAKOCh, YTO MOE MHEHHE IS TeOsI IEHHO, HO PSIJIOM C TBOMM OHO HUUTO. Jloporoii
MO, 51 TOBOPIO TeOe, Kak Bcerya, Bce, 9To qymaio. .. M mpudasisio, 4to eciv Obl Thl He ObLT TAKAM —
ThI He ObLT ObI Kitonom Mepkepowm. .. Ho Bce ke. .. Bce e COBEpIIeHHO SICHO, YTO TAKOe MHEHHE, Kak
TBOE, TaK M MO€, UMeeT 3HAUSHHUE JIMIIIb TP OJHOM YCJIOBUH, €CIIM 9TO OPUTMHAJIBHOE 3aMelleHUe
JIOTUYEeCKH BO3MOXKHO. S X0uy cKa3aTh: HEOOXOAUMO, YTOOBI CXOACTBO MeX Ty ToO0M U Paynem Bep-
’KaHOM OBUIO COBEPIIIEHHBIM, a0COIOTHBIM. .. A 3TOT BOIPOC OIUH TOJIBKO I MOTY PEIIUTh, IIOTOMY
YTO Bbl MEHsI OJJHOTO TOCBATWIM B Banl IU1aH. [ToXox 1 Ha TeOsl 3TOT YesloBeK Tak, Kak Bbl 00a
910 nymaete? TOMbKO KTO-HUOYAb TPETUH, BU/ISI BAC BMECTE, MOKET PEIIUTh ITOT Borpoc. OmbIT ¢
3epKaJIoM, KOTOPBIN ThI MPOJeNal, JaeT OObIINe HaJekK Ibl, HO €ro HeA0CTaTOYHO. MaHepbl, Mo3bl,
JKECTBHI MOTYT, HECMOTPSI Ha OJIM3KOE CXOCTBO, He ObITh MmoxoxkuMu. CymeeT i BepkaH TOUHO Mof-
paxatb Tede? 51 Oyny pyKOBOAMTH UM, MCHPABIIATH OMIMOKM M yKa3blBaTh HA JETAJIN, KOTOPBIE ThI,
KOHEYHO, ¥ CaM He 3Haelllb. B TeueHne 3TUX HECKOIbKUX HeJlesTb, KOTOPBIE OCTAIOTCS A0 €ro «Ie0i0Ta»
Y MOETO OThEe3/1a, 51 €T0, €CIIM MOKHO TaK BHIPA3UTHCSI, TOATOTOBIIIO. A €CJIM HaM He y/IacTCsl TOOUThCS
TMIOJIHOTO COBEPIIEHCTBA, MPHUIETCS OTKa3athes... Ho, cyas Mo ToMy, 4TO Thl MHE O HEM TOBOPHUI,
OH JOOBETCs... A KpoMe TOro, Balll TUIAH JI0 TOrO HEOOBIYEH, YTO HE MOKET BO3HUKHYTh HUKAKUX
TIOJIO3PEHUH; AJIs1 TOTO HYKHO, YTOOBI TBOW JIBOWHUK C/IENIaJl KaKylo-HUOYIb IpyOeinyio ommoKy
WM 3aX0TeJ IpeaaTh TeOsl.

— Hu Toro Hu npyroro Heuero GOSIThCs, — KUBO CKazaal Mepkep. — DTO YMHBIA U cepbe3-
HBII yenoBek. OH clesaeT Bce BO3MOKHOE, YTOOBI YIOBIETBOPUTh CBOE YECTOMIOOUE, TO €CTh OBbITh
MHOM. .. 1 ecm mogymaTh XOpOIIEHBKO — eMy €CTh M3-3a 4ero craparbces. [IpeactaBb cede TOIbKO
Ty ’KU3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH BEJI B IPOBUHIIMH, U Ty, KOTOPYIO €My MpHUIETCs BeCTu 31ech. UTo Kacaercs
u3MeHBI. .. HeT! D10 pemmuTesHO HEeBO3MOXKHO, Belb 9TO IO TOTO MPOTHBOPEYUT €ro IBHOMY MHTe-
pecy. U 3atem, ecim OH MeHsI BHIJACT... HY... TaK s1 BO BCEM MPU3HAIOCK. .. § paccKaxKy BCeM, UYTO
MEeHsI 3aCTaBIJIO MTOWTH HA TAKOK 0OMaH. YBepeH, UTO MO aBTOPHUTET e1le OOJbIIe BBIPACTET OTTOTO,
YTO s IOCMEJT COBEPIIUTH ITO.

—Bo3moxHo... Ho He HaBepHOe. .. MOXET ClyunTbCsl, YTO OIYyUUTCS TAKOW CKaHIaJl, OT KOTO-
POro Thl OrMOHEIIb, XOTsI €CTh CIOCOOBI 3apaHee TapaHTUpOBaTh ceds... Bripouem, ocTaBUM 3TO.
JleficTBUTENbHO, TIPeJaTeIbCTBO COBEPIIEHHO HEBEPOSATHO, €CIM TOJBKO OH pacckasal Tede IpaBy
O CBOEM ITPOIILIOM.

— 51 Bce pa3y3Hato... MHe OyzeT Jilerko 3To mpoBepuTh OKOJIbHBIM IyTeM. Het! Her, oH uckpe-
HEH, 51 9TO YyBCTBYIO, 51 MOTY €My JIOBEpUThCS, Kak caMoMy ceoe.

Botbe Huuero He orBetwi1. OH pemmi u3ydyarh bepkaHa He TOBKO CO CTOPOHBI €70 CXOICTBA
¢ Mepkepom, HO U ¢ MOpaJIbHOI cTopoHbl. M mociie aToro pasroBopa Mepkep Harucan bepxany:
«Cornacen».

JIBoliHBIE 3eJIeHbIe OapXaTHbIE 3aHABECH Ha OKHAX ObLIH TIIATEIBHO 32JBUHYTHI, B KAMUHE SIPKO
TBUIAJTT OTOHb, a TP OOJIbIIKE JIaMITbl Oe3 abaxypoB ocBelaan koMmHary. [loktop Botbe cuaen B
KOKaHOM Kpeciie, HaOmonas 3a MepkepoMm u bepkaHoMm; OHU CTOsUTH Tiepell HUM, 00a OJMHAKOBO
OfIEThIE, U PA3rOBAPUBAIIH.

— Mo6unuck! — mpodopmorant Botbe. — Wim, 1o kpaiiHeit Mepe, CKOpo J0ObeTech.

— T'ocrionun BepskaH, — Mpomo/Kall OH TPOMKO, — BBI JieJlaeTe TOPA3UTENIbHBIE YCIeXU. DTO
Hallla NsATasi perneTUIvs, U Bbl yKe TIOYTH COBEPIIEHHO OHO JUIo ¢ MepkepoM. .. [la, mouTu 4ro. ..
TonbKo He 3a0bIBaliTe TAKOTO XapaKTepHOTO 7151 MepKepa KecTa, KOrjaa OH BAPYT CJerka MoKMMaeT
TUIeYaMH ¥ OTKHUJIBIBAET TOJIOBY Ha3aj, XMypsi OpOBH... a PyKH JEpPKHUT B KapMaHax Mumkaka. .. [a,
na, BoT Tak! He 3a0bIBaiiTe enaTh TOT XKeCT BpeMs OT BpeMeHH, Korja Oyaere ciymarh cooeceq-
HUKa. A 3aTeM NPUBBIKHUTE OBITH OOJiee pe3KuM B ABMKEHUsX, Mepkep Bcerga pe3ok. OH majo
KECTUKYJIMPYET, 0OpaTuTe Ha 3TO BHUMaHKE, Y BaC €CTh CKJIOHHOCTD K KeCTaM, Topas/io OOJbIlle, YeM
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y Hero; y Mepkepa xecT NOpbIBUCTHIA U YeTKkUid. CTapaidiTech Takxke, KOrjua roBOpuTe, OTYETINBEE
BOMBaTh CJIOBa. Y Bac rosoc 6osee MATKHMA, Oojiee My3bIKaJIbHBII, YeM Y Hero.

— Xopo11o, — cka3aJl TOKOpHO bep:kaHx.

Mepkep B3s1 nanupocy M 3akypuil. bepxan caenan to xe.

—IIpekpacno, — onoOpui ero Botbe. — Barm aBrkeHns COBEPIIEHHO TOXKIECTBEHHHBI. .. Ternepb
caguTech 00a repesio MHOM 1 OyzieM BTpoeM pasroBapuBaTs. .. ['ocnonun bepikaH, 3ameTbTe 3TO JBU-
keHre Mepkepa: OH KJIaJIeT JIEBYIO HOTY Ha IIPaBYIO M HaKJIOHSIETCS] KOPITycoM BIpaBo... He coBcem
TaK, OH JeaeT 31o pe3ue. Ha stot pa3 xopormo. He 3a0biBaiiTe, YTO OH BCeria CMOPKAeTcsl JIEBOM
PYKOI. DTO, KOHEYHO, BCE AeTalli, HO HIUEM He HaJI0 IpeHeOperarh. .. BbITh MOXeT, cpeau JIoaei, ¢
KOTOPBIMHU BaM TPHUJETCS BCTpevarhbes, OyeT TOHKUi HaOmoaTesns. .. Bopouem, yBepsiio Bac, ycnex
obecnieyeH. S1 ymeo HaOmOAATh: MOYTH HEBO3MOKHO OTIIMYUTH BAaC OAHOTO OT jpyroro. KoHeuHo,
IUTSI MEHsI €CTh Pa3HMIIA, OBITh MOXKET, OHa ObUIa Obl U JIJIS1 BCSAKOTO, HAOJMIOAAIOIIETO 32 BaMU, KOT/Ia
BBl BMecTe. Ho, Bi/Is Bac MOpO3Hb, HU OIMH HENpeayOek ICHHBII YelIOBEeK He YCOMHUTCS, YTO BUIUT
OJIHO M TO ke JIUIO... 5l Taxxe He yBepeH, UTO U MpeayOeskIeHHBIN YeTOBeK MOXKET 3aMETUTh Pa3-
Huly. .. ['ocnionun Bep:xan, rocnonun bepikan, nocnyinaiite, He MIPUHUMATE TAKOT'O MEUTATEILHOTO
Buza. Y Kitona Mepkepa HUKOrJa He ObIBaeT MeuTtaresbHOro Buaa. OH 4acto ObIBaeT MOIYAJIVB, B
0COOEHHOCTH TaM, TJIe Bbl €ro JOJKHBI OyJieTe 3aMeHATh. .. B Takux ciydasx y Hero ObiBaeT 03a00-
YEeHHBI BUJI, HO HUKOT/A HET OMyXKJAIONIMX IJ1a3 W MPUSTHOHN MOMYYJIBIOKH, JAIOIIEH TaKoe MSATKOe
BbIpaXKEHUE BareMy Juily. Bel oOpatute Ha 310 BHUMaHue, He rpaBaa jm? [Ipoctute 3a 3TH mocTo-
SIHHBIE YPOKH, HO. ..

— 51 Bam GeckoHeuHO OnaroyapeH, — MOYTUTEIHbHO CKa3an bepxkaH. — EnnHcTBEHHOE Moe kela-
HUE — 3TO OBITh JOCTOMHBIM TOHM YECTH, KOTOPYIO OKa3biBaeT MHE TOCNoiH Mepkep, coraiiasich Ha
MO€ CKPOMHOE COTPYIHUYECTBO.

— [NoroBopum HemHorO 0 OaHKeTe, — mpepBai ero Mepkep — S Bam gai, bepxkan, CICOK Ipu-
I[JIalIEHHBIX M OMMCA TEX, KOMY BaM MPHUIETCS CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO CIIOB.

— 4 Bce 3HaI0 HaM3yCTh, — CKa3ald bepkaH, — a ceiyac s ydy peub, KOTOPYIO JIOJKEH Oymay
npousHecTy. .. Ha cnenymommei Hameil peneTHiyy si CKaky ee, a Bbl OyzieTe Tak JOOpbI MOMPaBUTh
MHE MHTOHALIWY.

— 3a 00e1oM BBI KalUIsSIHETE HECKOJIBKO pa3, — MpepBajl ero JOKTop BoTbe. — DTUM MOKHO
OyneT OOBSICHUTD TIIYXOH TOJIOC, KOTOPBIM y Bac, MOXaIyi, Oy/leT OT BOJHEHHS Ha MEpBOM BallleM
BBICTYTUICHUH.

— Ecnu ¢ Bamu 3aroBopAT 0 BOIIPOCAx, BHIXOASIIMX U3 YKa3aHHBIX MHOM PaMOK, Bbl CKaxkeTe
TOJIBKO: «MBI 00 9TOM ellie TOrOBOPUM».

Botbe 3acmestics.

— Cnpitmte, rocionyiH bepkat, 3Ty 4eTKy10 HHTOHAIHIO, OOPBIBAIOIILYIO U CAXKAIOIIYI0 HA MECTO
BCSIKMX MTPOCUTENEHN U HaxasloB: «Mbl 00 9TOM ellie Moropopum !»

— B xauectBe mpocurenis, — ckazan Mepkep, — Bac, bepxkat, OyaeT, HaBepHOe, 0CakJaTh HEKTO
Bydpemon. 3naens, Botbe, Hamt ToBapui 1o juteo. OH OyleT TaMm, TOTOMY YTO OH JIe3eT BCIOAY.
ITO TOJCTHIA, OPUTHIA MaJIbIiA, C PO3OBBIMH IEKAMH, YSPHBIMH YCAaMU U OJIECTSIICH JIBICMHOM; 371e-
TaHTHBIN, B OPJIEHAX U Ba)KHBIN. Y HEro MaHusl HATOMUHATh MHE O ThICSYaX MeJIOuel U3 BOCIIOMUHA-
HUI IETCTBA, K KOTOPHIM 51 COBEPIIIEHHO PABHOMAYIIIEH UM O KOTOPHIX s1 coBCceM 3a0bLi. .. [IpaBaa, —
n00aBUJI OH, — Y MEHsI B TOJIOBE CTOJILKO BOMPOCOB, TPEOYIOIUX HEMEIJICHHOTO pa3pelieHus, YTo
U3 MO MaMsATH YJIeTYYMIUCh BCe MEJIKUE AeTaIy MpoIwioro. $l Obl He MOT Jaxe BCIIOMHUTD, KaK
3BaJIM HAIIKX [PErnoJaBaTesen.

— Thl ouncTHI MecTO, YTOOBI IOMECTUIIOCH TO, UTO TeOe ceituac HyxHO. [IpekpacHas mTyka
3a0bIBaTh. .. MeHblIle 3aMedaelib, 4To cTapeelisb. .. Ho 1, crapuHa, 51 He 3a0bIBal0 HEKOTOPBIX BEIlIei
U3 MIPOLIOTO. .. — 100aBui oH. U, yBuaeB, yto MepKep XO4eT OCTAaHOBUTD €ro kKecToM, T00aBUIL: —
He 6oiics1, 5 He coOMpaioch OMSITh TOBOPHUTH TeOE O MOEH OJIaroIapHOCTH, HO 3HAM, YTO s COOOIIIT
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00 atom rocioguny bep:kany. Jla, Kak-To Be4epoM, TIOKa MBI k1au TeOst. .. 51 3To caenasn, yToObl OH
3HaJI, YTO MOXKET JOBEPSATh MHE, KaK TeOe caMoMy. ..

Ho Botbe chenain 31o Takke u Aj1s Toro, yToosl bepkaH 3Hai, 4To 32 HUM HAOMIONAET U ero
n3ydaer Oe3rpaHnvHo npenanabii Kiiony Mepkepy 4esoBexk.

— DT0T Oypak, s roBopio 0 Byppemone, — mpogomkan Mepkep, — OOBIYHO 3aCHINAET MEHS
HEOOBIYaliHBIMU MTOXBAJIAMH U BBIPAXKEHUEM JIPYKeCKUX 4yBCTB. OH 3a0bUT BCEX HAIIMX TOBAPUIIIEH,
KOTOpbIE IOCTUIN Yycriexa. Bol Oynere xonoaHsl ¢ HUM. OH HepephIBHO OyET TOBOPUTH BaM «Thl»;
ropopute ¢ HUM Masio. OH OyJer HameKaTh Ha ofiHO oOeranue. Bbl ckakeTe, 4To HaJ0 MOI0XKIATh.
KCTaTI/I, A HUKOI'Jla HE JaBaJl EMY O6CH_laHI/IH, HO OH HaJACCTCA 3aCTaBUTb MEHSA 9TOMY INIOBEPUTD. Peun
uzet 00 opaeHe, KOTOPOro OH JKakKAET, HO KOTOPOTo OH He TOYYHT. .. TI0 KpaiiHel Mepe, yepe3 MeHs;
9TO ObLIO Obl HECTIPABEAJIMBO: Y HEro HET HUKAKMX Cepbe3HbIX mpaB. M oH nepeOut Obl ero y Tex,
KTO MIMEeT BCe MpaBa, KOMY 3Ta Harpaja BakHa [UIsl Kapbepbl U KTO MEUTaeT O Hell OyKBAJIBHO JI0
6one3nu. Mrak, OyapTe ¢ HUIM XOJIOTHBI M OOphIBaiiTe €ro, Korjaa oH OyJeT JTIbCTUTh, KaK OH 3TO JeaeT
OOBIYHO U TaK YPE3MEPHO, UTO 51 ObUT OBl MOJIOKUTETLHO CMEIIIOH, €CJIM OBl CTaJ CIIYIIATh €ro.

— ¢l emy ckaxy, 9TO KaJIuJIO CO3/1aHO He IS yOuicTBa, — ckasan bepkas.

— Hemnoxo ckazaHo, a1 MajeHbKOrO MPOBHHIIMATIBHOIO YMHOBHMKA, — 3aMeTHa Botbe. —
[Tocnyiuaiite, y Hac 10 yxoza eie ecTb Bpems. JlaBaiiTe IOroBOpUM O YEM YIOIHO — O MOroje, O
MOJIUTUYECKOM ITOJIOKEHUH, O MOCJIEJHEN Mbece, KOTOPYIO U3 HAC HUKTO HE BUJEIL.

— B ¢deBpane Oyner mapaaHbiil CrieKTakyb B BonbInoi onepe 1o ciydaio rnpuesa SrmoHCKOro
umIeparopa. .. Bel MeHs Oyerte Tam 3ameriath, bepkaH, — ckazan Mepkep.

— §1 x Bammm ycyram. .. Ho ckaxute MHe, rocnionud Mepkep, Bbl XOTUTE, YTOOBI TIOCIIE STOTO
OaHKeTa 51 HOUeBaJl y Bac M MPHIIE CI0fIa Ha IPyroe yTPpo, YTOObI Bbl MOTJIA MOWTH B MUHUCTEPCTBO?..
Xopormo!.. Ho 51 gomken Oyay mpenBaputesbHO MOOBIBATh y BaC Ha KBapTUpeE.

— Koneuno! Bbl nprere kak-HUOY/Ib BEYEPOM, B BAIIMX OYKAX U C HAKPAILICHHBIMH ycaMu. Bbl
TMIOTHUMUTECH, HE Pa3roBapyBasi C MPUBPATHUILIEH; J1akesi He OyaeT 1oMa. .. I paccumTaio ero, YroObl
3aMEHUTh HOBBIM, HAKaHYHE Ballero 1e0l0Ta, Kak Mbl C BAMH YK€ YCJIOBHJIHCh.

— I'ocnonun Bepxan, Mepkep HHMKOI/a He INIAJUT YCOB Tak, Kak Bbl 3TO cepyac jenaere, —
npepsai ero Borse. — Ho, moxanyiicra, He OyaeM roBoputh Oodblie o aenax. [Ipocto mobonraem.
[Mocnymaii, Mepkep, Kak Tbl lyMaelllb, JOJKHA JIM JKEHIIMHA — sl TOBOPIO, KOHEYHO, O YeCTHOM JKEH-
IMHE — OBITh KOKETKOW U JI0 KaKoi cTerieHn?.. Bbickaxu cBoe MHEHHE, a Mbl ¢ TocriofuHoM Bepika-
HOM OyJeM oTBevarh Teoe.

Mepkep 3acMesiyics, 1 OHU BCE TPOe CTaIU Oece0BaTh, CHaYaIa HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO, KaK ObIBaeT
BCerJa MpH BBIHYXKJIEHHOM Pa3roBOpe, a 3aTeM COBEpIIIEHHO CBOOOAHO. BoThe, mpuHuMas u3peaka
ydyacTie B pasroBope, HaOMogan 3a obonMu codeceqHuKkamu. Mepkep, 1Mo CBOEH MPUBBIYKE, ObLT
PE3KUM, TOPBIBUCTBIM HE TOJIBKO B TOHE, HO U B TOM, YTO OH BbICKAa3bIBaJI. Bep>1<aH, Y KOTOPOro GI)IJII/I
ApyTue B3IISIIbI, MAJIO-TIOMaITy OKMBUJICS, ¥ €TO TIOUTHTENIbHAS CIEP)KAaHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH BBIKA-
3bIBaJl BHa4aJle, coBceM ucuesna. OH ropsiuo Bo3paxkai Mepkepy.

— Ha sToM MBI 1 OCTaHOBUMCS, €ClU XOTUTe, — cKasan Botbe. — [Topa yxoquts, rocnonux bep-
KaH, s JOJUKeH BaM C/ieslaTh cepbe3Hoe 3aMedaHue: HaOmopaite 3a coO0oi. Bel ocTpOyMHBI, U BbI
9TO BBICKA3bIBAETE, BbI JIETKO MOXETE MOIAAThCS KEJAHUIO0 OJTMCTaTh B 0OIecTBe. Bbl permTesbHbl
¥ OCTPOYMHBI, Y Bac BCTpeYaloTcs 3a0aBHbIe OCTPOTHI. TiatesbHo u3beraite SToro.

Hacrymuio kopotkoe Momyanue. bepxkan ciierka yapioancs u Ka3aucs CMyIeHHBIM. Mepkep
M3YMUJICS] M HEJJOOpOsKeTaTeIbHO MoCMOTpelt Ha BoTbe.

— Jloporoii Moil, — cKa3ajl OH HaKOHELl, CTapasiCh TOBOPUTh PABHOLYIIIHBIM TOHOM, — HEYXe/In
y MEHsI TaK MaJio OCTpOyMHusi?

Botbe nocmotpest emy npsiMo B JIMILIO:

— 51 He TOBOPIO, UTO y TeOSI HET OCTPOYMHUSsI, HO y TeOsI HET TAKOTO POjia OCTPOYMHSI, WU XKe ThI
HE ITOKa3bIBACIIb €I'0. HGT, CTapuK, HAITPACHO Tbl IPUHUMACIIb OCKOp6JICHHbeI BUI, A BCC paBHO HE
JOCTaBIIIO TeOe YIOBOJIILCTBUSI TEM, YTOOBI MO-UAUOTCKH JIbCTUTh TeOe. Thl TOBOPHIIIB TO, UTO XOUEIIIb
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cKazarh, BCEr/a SICHO, a KOIja HYKHO, TO U KPaCHOPEUUBO; y TeOsl eCTh CUJja, rOpeyub, UPOHUS, HO
THI COBCEM HE TO, YTO HA3bIBACTCS ONECTAIUI codeceJHUK. Thl 3TO TaK ke XOPOIIO 3Haelllb, KaK U
sI, ¥ THI CaM THICSYY pa3 TOBOPUJI, UTO, TIO-TBOEMY, ONECTSIIHIA COOECEHUK — XYIIINHI U3 OONTYHOB.
ITO MHEHHE OYEeHb HETIPUSITHO ISl TocnofuHa beprkaHa, y KOTOporo ecTh BCe CBOMCTBA OJECTSIIErO
cobeceJHUKa, U ecir Obl OH J1aJ ceOe BOJIO, TO co3/1al Obl Tehe pernmyTario OCTPOyMHOTO YeJIoBeKa,
COBCEM He COBMAJIA0NIYI0 ¢ 00muM MHeHHeM o Tede. Bot u Bce! IMoxkanyiicta, Bb 00a He 0OMKaii-
Tech Ha MeHs1. ['ocnonuH bepkaH H0/KeH CMATYUTh CBOM HEPOBHOCTH U CBOIO BHEIITHOCTh, & cefuac
OTIPABUMCS JIOMOU, TIOTOMY UTO YK€ TIO3[IHO. .. DKUIMAX XKIAeT MeHs, s 3aBe3y 1eOst, Mepkep.

Onu npoctunuck ¢ bepxkanoM, Hazienu nansTo U BbiuIK. [lanan nerkuii cHer. OHM 3aapokaiin
OT PE3KOro X0JIofIa, OBICTPO CEJTU B OKUJIABIINIA UX SKUTIAK U MOEXaIH B0 TEMHOW HaOepeKHOM.

— Hy uro? — cnpocun Mepkep.

— Bynpb criokoeH, jeno nouiaer!

— U Th1 He BepwIIb OOJIBIIE B BO3MOKHOCTh KAKOW-HUOY/Ib OIUIOITHOCTH, KOTOPAast BCE BBIIACT;
HE BEpHUILb B PeIaTeIbCTBO?

— OmommHocTh? OH HA 3TO HE CMOCOOEH, OH CIUIIKOM XUTep it 3Toro. OH He crocoOeH U
Ha nipezatesibeTBO. S B 3TOM yBepeH. Toraa, BeuepoM, Koraa Mbl ObUTH C HUM BJJBOEM, OH MHE Tepe-
nan Oymary. DTo ObLJIO MUCBMEHHOE MPU3HAHME B TOM, UYTO OH 00OKpa MeHs. « Takum oOpazom, —
CcKas3aJl OH, — y Bac He OylleT HUKaKOro COMHEHUsI B MOEH UCKPEHHOCTH. DTUM JIO)KHBIM TPU3HAHUEM
s OTZIAIOCh B BallM PyKH. § 3Haio, 4to rocnoguH Mepkep HOBepsieT MHe, HO BbI, Kak Jpyr, Oonee
TIOJIO3PUTEIBHBI, Y€M OH CaM, 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN B 3TOM. Tereps y Bac ecTh Opyaue MpoTuB MeHs,
1, Orarogapsi eMy, Bbl IOJDKHBI BIIOJIHE JOBEPSATh MHE».

— A 4ro caenan Tel? — cripocust Mepkep 1ociie rays3bl.

— 4 cxer sty 6ymary. Ho tenieps 51 toBepsiio emy. OH UCKpEHEH.

— Bce, uto OH roBopHs MHe Mpo cedsl, IeTUKOM MOATBEPANIOCH TIOJTyYeHHBIMA MHOH CBejie-
HUSAMH, — cKa3an Mepkep. — Het, 6osaTbcst Heuero, Kak U Hafo ObUIo mpennonarath. Urak?..

— 310 ynacrcs, — ckazan Borbe. — Bynp ciokoeH!

— HakoHen-To s1 MOry HEMHOTO MOXHUTb, — IPoOOpMOTasl MepKep, OTKUABIBASICH B ITyOb 9KHU-
naxa.

U peiicTBuTeINbHO, /17151 HETO, Kak U yis BeprkaHa, HaunHaiach HOBasl )KU3Hb, M HUA OJIMH U3 HHUX
— HU Mepkep ¢ ero rpoMaHpIM YMOM, HA bepkaH ¢ HeOOBIKHOBEHHOM I'MOKOCTBIO CBOETO N300peTa-
TEJILHOTO yMa — He MOT YCMOTPETh TOW OMAacHOCTH, Kakasl kJaja ux.
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I'naBa IV
Kninoepra

U 3a Bce Bpems, MOKa MPOAOIKAIOCh HEOOBIYAlHOE COIIAIlIeHUEe, TIPEIOKEHHOE B Ty TyMaH-
Hylo Houb Paynem Bep:xanom Kiony Mepkepy, HU y KOro He SIBUJIOCh HU MaJIEMILIErO COMHEHUS.
Huxkro 13 conpukacapimmxcs ¢ munuctpoM Kiiogom MepkepoM He 3aMeTuJ1, 4To He BCerna OAuH U
TOT K€ YeJIOBEK 3aHUMAJI 3TOT BHICOKUM MOCT. BBUIO TOJIBKO OTMEUEHO, YTO pabOTOCIIOCOOHOCTH 3TOTO
rOCyIapCTBEHHOTO AesiTesis Obuia ere 6oJiee mopa3uTeIbHOM, YeM Koraa-ino6o. Kak moka3zaTenbecTBo
3TOr0, TOSIBIJIOCh HECKOJIBKO JIECTHBIX OT3bIBOB B I'a3€Tax Jla O/IHA WJIH JIBE KAPUKATYPbl, U300paKaB-
nmx Knoga Mepkepa B Buje ATiaHTta, NOAAEp:KUBAIOIIETro MOJIUTUYECKUil Mup. Ho HUKTO U3 uieHOB
MPAaBUTENILCTBA, HUKTO U3 €r0 CBETCKHUX WJIM JEJIOBBIX 3HAKOMBIX, HUKTO M3 ONMMKAUIINX COTPYIHU-
KOB 10 MUHUCTEPCTBY HE 3aMETHUJI, UTO «CaMblid BUHbIN MTOJIUTUYECKUI IEATEIb», KAK TOBOPUJIU €TO
MOKJIOHHUKHU, UMEJT JBOMHUKA.

Bepxxan TBepno BblIEpKMBA CBOIO POJIb C HECPABHEHHBIM XJIaJHOKPOBUEM, MPUCYTCTBUEM
JyXa ¥ TAKTOM. DTOT MaJIeHbKUI HUYTOKHBIN MPOBUHIIUAIBHBIA YMHOBHUK, TIOYTH BHE3AITHO BO3HE-
CEHHBbII Ha BEpIINHY OOIECTBEHHOH JIECTHUIIbI, CyMeJI C TIOJTHBIM COBEPIIEHCTBOM MPUCIIOCOOUTHCS
K CBOEMY MoJiokeHHIo. Hukakasi HeO)XMIaHHOCTh HE MOTJIa 3aCTaTh €r0 BPACIUIOX, U OH ObLT TAJIAHT-
nuBbIM MepkepoM, He Xyxke camoro Mepkepa. [TonoxeHue 3To ObLIO HACTONBKO HEOOBIYAHBIM, OHO
OBLIO HACTOJIBKO BHE BCAKMX BO3MOXKHBIX TTOJJO3PEHHI, YTO MIMEHHO OJ1aroiapst 5ToMy HUKTO HE MOT
HUYETO 3ar0J03pUTb.

ChHavana Bepxkas, Kak y HUX U paHbllie ObUIO YCIIOBJICHO, 3aMeHs1T MepKepa TOJIbKO Ha KOpPOT-
KO€ BpeMsI U TOJIbKO TaM, Tjie TpeOOoBaIOCh O(pUIMaIbHOE MPEACTaBUTENLCTBO MUHKCTPa. HO oueHb
CKOPO YCIIeX JJaJl IM CMeJIoCTh, U bepxkan Bce yarne u varie OsiBan Kitonom Mepkepom. OH niepeHsit
BCE €ro MaHephl C MOJHEUIIMM COBEPIIEHCTBOM; OH CTapaJiCsl YCBOUTDb M €rO MOYepK, eMy OBICTPO
9TO yJaJIoch, U 1o Tipuka3anuio Kinoma Mepkepa oH noanmuckiBai 3a Hero Oymaru. Yepes HECKOIBKO
HeJesb, BOM/IS B KypC BCeX TEKYIIMX Jiesl, OH TIOUTH BCELeNIO B3sJT Ha ceOsl TATOTH O(UIMATbHOMN
’KU3HU, KOTOpbIe 10 31X nop Kitog Mepkep forkeH ObUT HecTH oivH. ENqMHCTBEHHBIN pPOICTBEHHUK
Mepkepa — ero A, CIyKUBIINN cynbeil B AJukupe, — npuexan B [lapuk, Buaen aBa paza Mepkepa,
a Tpu pa3a bepxkaHa, Tak M yexas, HU4ero He Nofo3peBas.

Kusnap Kiona Mepkepa B To Bpems, Korjia oH ObiBan Paynem Bepxanom, masio n3BectHa. B
CBOMX NKCbMax K JIOKTOpYy BoTbe, KOTOpBIN ObLT TOrga B AJDKHpPE, OH U3 OCTOPOKHOCTH OITUCHIBAII
ee B OUYeHb HEOIPE/ICICHHBIX M 3aMaCKMPOBAHHBIX BhIpakeHHsiX. OH Beeraa ObLT CKYI Ha TIePEricKy
Y B IIICbMaxX K CBOeMy OnvkaiiiiieMy 1pyry BoTbe yroMsiHy/ TOJTBKO O HEKOTOPHIX BIEUYATICHUSIX
2 OmMcal OAWH WM JBa KaKMX-TO ciaydas. [la ¥ To, YToOBl MOHATH 3TO, HAJO ObLIO OBITH B Kypce
coObiTuil. KoHEeuHO, Yachl OMMHOYECTBA U CBOOOIBI, KOTOPBIX OH JOOUJICSI TAKUM CIOCOOOM, OBUTH
st Mepkepa, 1o ceit mopsl — pada cBoel 00IecTBeHHO! KHU3HHU, OueHb noporu. Koraa oH, ¢ Hakpa-
IIIEHHBIMU YCaMH, TPUYECAHHBIN U OAETHIN TaK, KaK TOT, Ybl0 JIMYMHY OH MPUHUMAJ, padoTal, pas-
MBIIUIST WJIM TIPOCTO OTAbIXaJ B MaJIEHbKOM KBapTUpKe Ha ocTpoBe CeH-Jlyu, — OH UCTIBITHIBAN TUXOE
YIOBJIETBOPEHHE M LIEHWI ero ¢ KaXIbIM JHEeM Bce Oosbiiie U Oonbine. [JHeM oH BooOie mu3deran
BBIXOJUTh U3 KBAPTUPHI U MTOUYTU HE MOKU/IAJ CBOETO TUXOro octpoBa. OH HpaBUIICs €My CBOEH CTa-
PUHO¥M, CMIOKOMCTBHEM M MYCTHIHHOCTBIO. OH JIIOOMIT €r0 cepble KaMHH, JePEeBbsi, TOPKECTBEHHBIE,
YCHYBIIIME OCOOHSIKH, YJUIIBI 03 MPOXOKHMX, HAOEpPeKHbIE, 0 KOTOPHIM OH TYJISUI B CyMEpKax; ero
OXBaTHIBAJIO TO CIIOKOMCTBHE, OH OOJIOKAUMBAJICS HA TIEpHJIa U CMOTPEJT, Kak BHI3Y OECIITyMHO TeKJIa
peka, ucneniperHas oroneckamu. OH HEMHOTO IOCMEUBAJICS HAJl CAMUM COOOI0, UTO OTKPBLT TaKUe
PaJOCTH U YTO OH IIEHWUT MX; MBICJIM €Tr0 CTAHOBMJIMCH BCE TIIyOke; OTABIX OOHOBJISLT MX; OH HUKOTAA
HE YYBCTBOBAJI ceOsl TAK caMHM COOOM, Kak KOTrJa Urpal )KaJIKylo pojib HEU3BECTHOTO, HE3aMETHOTO
YeJIoBeKa, JIMIIEHHOTO BCSIKOro vectomoous. [1o Beuepam, JOBOJIBHO YacTo, OH MOKHUIA OCTPOB U

e o6eaTh B ONMH U3 CKPOMHBIX pecTopaHoB JlatuHckoro kBaprana. MHorma, mocne obesa, oH
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3aX0IWI B Kakoe-HUOYb Kade Ha OyapBape CeH-Muiiesb, riie ObUIO CBETIIO, Becesao W nrymHo. U
AyMaJ, 9To B 3TO BpeMs bepxkaH MpucyTcTByer re-HuoOyIb Ha O(pUIaIbHOM IpUeMe BMECTO HETo.

OpnHaxIpl BEYEPOM OH YCIIBIIIAI, KaK 32 COCEIHUM CTOJIMKOM TPOE€ MOJIOIBIX JIIO/IE TOBOPHIIH
T0 MOBOJIY €ro peyuu Mo oOIIel MOMUTUKE, KOTOPYIO OH IPOU3HEC 32 AEHb JI0 3TOro B MapiaMeHTe.
Ata peub BbI3BaIa OOJIBIION IIyM. «Mepkep —3amevaresbHbli yenoBek. Kakas cuna Bom! OH 3Haer,
KyZa ujIeT. DTO eJUHCTBEHHBIN TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIN JEsITeNlb Y HaC...» «MoXkeT ObITh, — CKa3al Apy-
roii. — 51 He yBepeH. OH CJIMIIIKOM OBICTPO clieNal Kapbepy. 51 He ToBepsiio MOJIOABIM yaauHuKaMm. Bee
BOCXUIINIAIOTCS €ro paboTOCIIOCOOHOCTHIO. [1a, HO OH CITMIIIKOM MHOTO paboTaeT; OH He KUBET. Y Hero
HET JIOCTaTOYHO OMbITa. YTOOBI yIpaBsATh JIOAbMH, HA/IO 3HATD KU3Hb». M, CKa3aB 3T0, OH MPUHSLT
KpacuByIo 103y. DTo ObUT OuapoBaTesbHbIi O710HMH. EMy He ObL10 ele 1Baaary Jer.

Bormta Monogast xeHIHa 1 cesia HarpoTuB Hero. OHa Oblia XOPOIIeHbKAs. . .

Mepkep nojgyMaJt, 4yTo 3T0 ObUIO BEPHO: OH HUKOT/IA HE JKHJI, eMy Bcerja OblIo HEKOT/a; C IBa-
JIaTH JIeT OH ObLT BCElesIo TMOMIoIIeH paboTol, yecTomoorneM, Kaprepoid. Kak on mpusHaics Botbe,
y HEro Jjaxxe He ObUIO BPEMEHH JIIOOUTh. Y Hero He ObUIO HU KECTOKHX, HU HEXHBIX BOCTIOMUHAHUI
MPOIILIOTO; Mepedupasi BCIO CBOID CYPOBYIO KM3Hb, OH HE MOT MPUIIOMHUTb HU OJHOTO KEHCKOTO
muna. EMy npuiio Ha ym, 4To OH, BEPOSITHO, MPOKII yke OoJiee MOJTOBUHBI )KU3HH; OH TOAyMal,
YTO Yyepe3 AECATh JIET eMy OyleT MAThAECST, U TOra yxe OyleT MO3/IHO. .. K HECKOIBKO MUHYT CIpa-
mmBaJI ceOs1, He ommoc it oH? He ObUI JIM CMBICI )KU3HU COBCEM HE B TOM, B YEM OH HCKaJ ero?..
B ero npencrapneHny BO3HUK 00pa3 MPEKPACHOTO YKMCTOTO JIMIIA C JUIMHHBIMU CEPhIMU OJIECTAIIMMU
71a3aMH, C IPKUM PTOM U OeJIbIM JIOOM, OKPYKEHHBIM I'YCTBIMU Y€PHBIMH BOJIOCAMH. DTO OBLIO JIUILIO
Kunp6eptsl ['epnus... Mepkep yauBuics... MoxeT ObITb, OH JIIOOUJI 3Ty KEHILMHY, €CJTH €€ JIMILIO
Tak cpazy Bcrayio nepea HUM? OH ¢ Hell yke He BCTpedasicsi HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi, TOTOMY UTO Terepb
BeprkaH 3amMeHs11 ero Ha O(pUIMAIBHBIX Beuepax, IJje OHa 4acTo OblBaJia; y Hee Kak y JOYepu CeHa-
TOpa, OBIBIIIEr0 MUHHUCTPA, U BJOBBI AUIUIOMATa, YMEPILETO MATh JeT TOMY Ha3a[, BCe 3HAKOMCTBA
ObUIM B mosMTHYeCKOM Mupe. OH ciierka rnoxain riedyamu. Heyxen oH CTAaHOBUIICSI CEHTUMEHTAJTb-
HbIM? Poss iepBoro J000BHUKA HE OYEHb IIJIa K HEMY, M OH HH 32 4TO Obl HE PElInyICsS Urparth ee
C JKEHIIIMHOW, YTBEPXKJABILEH, YTO HUKOIIA HE BBIAAET 3aMyXK, M MPOSBISBIIEH K HEMY MHTEpEC,
He OoJiee YeM KO BCSIKOMY UeJIOBEKY Ha BUJY, Kak Obl cTap WM ypoaiauB OoH HU ObUL. OH HUKOTAA
Obl HE OCMEUJICS 3arOBOPUTH € Hell 00 3ToM. OH 3TO TBEPAO 3HA: €My BCerja Melaja ero JIuKas
3aCTEHUMBOCTb U MpayuHasi TOPAOCTh, HE TOMYCKaBINIas Jaxe MbICIU O Heyaade... HeGonbimum ycu-
JIieM BOJIM OH TIPOTHAJT OT ceOs1 3TOT 00pa3 1 MoOOPOIT BOJTHEHHE. 3aTeM BHIITIeN U3 Kade 1 3Be3IHOM
MapTOBCKOW HOYBIO, MTOJTHOM MpeJBECEHHEN THILIMHBI, OH MYCTHIHHBIMH YJIMIIAMU JIOIIEN 10 OCTPOBa
Cen-Jlym.

Hoktop Botbe yexan u3 Ilapuxka B KOHIIE JeKaOpsi, BIOJIHE YCIOKOGHHBIA HACUYET COTPYIHU-
yectBa Mepkepa u Bepxkana. OH 3Has, 4T0 Mepkepy Hevero 0osiTbest. M IeCTBUTENILHO, B TEUSHHE
stHBaps1, (peBpasis U MapTa Bce 110 0e3 rmepedoeB, K BEIMKOMY YIOBOJBLCTBUIO Mepkepa, y KOTo-
poro Obl1a cBOOOa, ¥ BepkaHa, MCIIBITHIBABIIETO PAIOCTH YIOBIETBOPEHHOTO CaMOTIOOU I, PaJIOCTH,
KOHEYHO, HEMHOTO MCKYCCTBEHHbIE, HO TeM He MeHee oueHb ocTpble. [1o cpaBHEHMIO ¢ ero Teneper-
Hell )KU3HBIO ero MPEKHss MPOBUHIMATbHAS JKI3Hb Ka3aiach eMy MpauHbIM KommapoM. OH ¢ Boc-
TOProOM MOTPY’KaJics B HOBBI MU, OT KOToporo Mepkep Oeskal ¢ HeMEHBIIIUM BOCTOPIOM.

3 anpesnist ObLT OOMBIION OIArOTBOPUTENBHBINA 06a3ap, YCTPOSHHBIH B MOJIB3Y NMOCTPAJABIIAX OT
HABOJIHEHUS Ha ore P paHIuu.

OH pOUCXO/INIJI B MOPCKOM MHHHUCTEPCTBE, B KPACHBIX TOCTUHBIX, OTACIAHHBIX 30JI0TOM H CO
3HAMEHHTHIMH roOesIeHaM1, KOTOpble MUHKCTD, aAMHpa JlecTaHrb, MpeJocTaBiI B paclopsiKeHHe
OpraHU3aI[MOHHOTO KOMUTETA.

Kunpbepra ['epiu3 BXoauia B COCTaB KOMUTETa, U Y Hee ObLT OJMH U3 CAMBIX IJIABHBIX KHOC-
koB. Kak 1 ocranbpHble 1aMbl Ha Ga3ape, oHa coOpasia Bely ISl TPOJAXH Y CBOMX 3HAKOMBIX, pa3o-
cJlajia TPUIJIAIIEHHUs] BCEM, KOTO 3Hajla, M PacCUMTHIBAJIA, YTO K HEW MpHUeIeT MHOTO JIIfIeH, MpHU-
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HAJISKAIMX K BBICIIEMY MOTUTHYECKOMY MUpy. U mipexe Bcero, OHa 0COOEHHO pacCcuMThiBasa Ha
Krnona Mepkepa, KOTOpBII Ha MOC/IETHEM Beuepe B UCMAHCKOM IMOCOJIBCTBE OMPEeSIeHHO 00eIa
ell mpuexarb.

Wcnonuut mm oH cBoe obemianue? XoTh BCHOMHUT Ji? OH MOIJIONIEH TaKUM KOJIMYEeCTBOM
BCEBO3MOXHBIX 3a00T, UTO BCE €r0 BpeMsI 3aHSITO JI0 MOCyeAHe MUHYTHL. V Bce ke, B IITyOrHe AyII,
KunpOepra Obl1a yBepeHa, YTO OH He MPHIIUIET MMOKEPTBOBAHUE, a TIPUEIET caM, U MpUeleT U3-3a
Hee... BOT yke HeCKOJIBKO HeJlelTb, KaK OH ObLI 10 OTHOIIIEHHUIO K HEll COBCEM He TaKOM, KaK paHbIIIe.
Tenepb, BCAKMIA pa3, KaK OH BCTPEUaJICs C HEl, OH Ka3aJiCsl OYeHb CUACTIIMBBIM, ObUT TaK JTIOOE3eH,
TaK MpeAyNpeauTesieH 10 OTHOIIEHHUIO K Hel, BBIKA3bIBAJI €1 M CUMIIATHIO, ¥ BOCXHIIIEHHE, KOHEYHO,
B OUEHb CHepKaHHOU (popme, HO BCe ke OHa He MOIJIA TOTO He BUJIETh. .. OH yke ObUT He TIPeKHUM
Knonom MepkepoM, pe3KUM ¥ CKPBITHIM, 03a00Y€HHBIM M PABHOAYIITHBIM, KOTOPBIHA TaK JOJTO TPH-
BOIWJI B cMyIlieHre JKubOepry, XOTs U CUJIbHO MHTEPECOBaI ee. . .

Oma sxzana ero ¢ caMoro Havasa Ga3apa W cierka BomHoBasiack. OHa 3Haja, YTO KpacuBa,
yXakuBaJia 3a cBoei kpacotoil. Ho 1o aToro aHst oHa 370 enana ajs cedst, a ceituac 1is Kinoga Mep-
kepa. Ha Heii OpUI0 TeMHO-CHHEE aTJIaCHOE IJIaThe, BCe B MATKUX CKJIaKaX, C OJIeCTSINeH BHIIIUBKOM;
Oonbllias, TOXKE CHHsIS TIOJIeBasi IUISATNA MPHKUMaa Ko JIOy ee YepHble BOJIOCHI; CETOJHS OHA Oblia
0COOEHHO XOpOIla, OHA BHJEJA 3TO B 3epKajlax M y3HaBaja Mo B3MIsAaM OKpyxaomux. OHa 4yTh-
YyTb NOIPYMSIHUJIACh. B TpUAIaTh JIeT y Hee COXpaHWICS LIBET JIMIA IOHOM JIEBYIIIKU, COX PAaHUJIHChH
Y YMCTBIE JIMHUM CTPOIHON (purypel. OHa cama yauBIIsAIach TOMY, YTO TaK BOJHYETCS B OXKHUIAHUU
3TOro 4eJioBeKa. BhUIo JiM TOMy MPUYMHOM €ro MOoNokKeHHe, KOTOPOE CTAHOBUIJIOCH C KaK/IBIM JIHEM
Bce Oornee u Oonee 3HauMTEbHBIM? Vn ke ero momyasspHocTh? Wi Biacts?.. OHa cripocuiia ceds
00 3Tom. Koneuno Het! JIpyroii B TaKOM ke TIOJIOKEHWH, C TAaKOW e BJIACTHIO HE BHYIIAT Obl el
MOI00HOTO BOJIHEHUSI.

TyT coBceM He ObLJIO HUKAKMX YeCTOTIOOMBBIX HAJIEK/I, OHA HE BHIHOCKJIA YECTOMIOOMS. .. 3Ha-
YHT — U3-32 Hero camoro. Toraa noyemMy e TOJNBKO Tenepb, BeJb OHA TaK JJaBHO €ro 3Haja?

Mo roctuHbIM mpode:kan mernot. ['ycras Tonmna 3armeBenunack. .. «Mepkep!.. Bor Kiog Mep-
kep!»... OH nosiBUIICA, KaK BOIUIOLIEHHUE (PU3MUECKON M YMCTBEHHOH CHUJIbl, KPENKO CJIOKEHHbIMH,
B MPOCTOM U CTPOTOM KOCTIOME, C BJIACTHBIM JIMIIOM, OPJIMHBIM MPO(HIEM U MPOHU3BIBAIOIINMHU
TEMHBIMH OJNieCTSIMMHU 171a3amMu. Ero okpyxanu jmogu, axIylliue MO3/0pOBaThCsl C HAM, TOKa-
3aThCs €My, TIOKa3aThCs PAJOM ¢ HUM. Pe3kuid, HO, Kak Bceraa, JTOOe3HbIN U B 9TOT JIeHb JIaXKe YJIbl-
OaIOIMIMIICS, YTO C HAM CIIy4aJloCh PEAKO, OH MPOIBUTAJICS Bepel, NOXUMasi MHOXeCTBO pyK. OH
TIOJIONIEN TIO30POBAThCS C TpelceaaTeIbHUALIH KOMUTETa, rocroxou Jlenarepc, skeHOM rpezacena-
TeJIsl COBETA: caMa OHA He MpojaBasia Ha Oazape. [Ipu Bume ero y Hee ckajioch cepiie; oHa 3Hasa,
yro Mepkep, Ipy NepBOM yIOOHOM cCilydyae, 3aMEHUT ee CTapelollero Myka; HoO HIUeM He BhIKa3asa
o0My YXOISIIMX CO CLEHBbl Ha TeX, KTO MPUXOAUT Ha cMeHy. OHa OblTa C HUM OYapoBaTesbHA, C
’Kapom Onarojiapuia ero ¥ cama OTBeJIa K KHOCKY BUIIe-TIpe/Ice/IaTeIbHUIIbI, KpacaBullbl BoHa, sipko-
PbIKEH KEHIIMHBI, y KOTOPOH BOJIOCHI, 3yOBl, IIBET JIMIIA TAK M CBEPKAJIHU B ITyOrHe 3a1a. OH 3ariaTu
cTO (PPaHKOB 32 KAKYIO-TO CKBEPHYIO I'PaBIOPKY, KOTOPYIO OH MOT 3aCyHYTh B KApMaH, He 0OpeMeHsis1
ce0s1 MaKeToM.

U TonpKO TOT/Ia OH MOT TIOWTH B JPYroM 3a K KUOCKY KunbpOepts ['eprms.

Ona croKoMHO *kJ1aj1a ero, ObICTPO MOOOPOB JIETKOE BOJTHEHNE, OXBATUBIIIEE €€, KOT/la OHA YBU-
aena, Kak OoH BXoaw B 3a1. OH CKJIOHUJICS HaJ| MPOTSHYTON €My PYKOM.

— Bnaronmapio Bac, — cka3asia OHa, — 5 IOYTH He HAJesIach. . .

— O, — mpobopMoTa oH, — 51 ObI Bce Opocu yis. .. — OH He TIOCMeJT CKa3aTh «UIs Bac». — [l
TOTO, YTOOBI IPUITH CIOAIA.

WX cnymanu. [Ige GapblliHy, OJJHA B XKEJITOM, APYras B pO30BOM, KOTOPBIE IPOIABAIIN B KHOCKE
KunpOeptsl, Tak ObUTH B3BOJTHOBAHBI IPUCYTCTBHUEM BEJIMKOTO YEJIOBEKa, YTO 3a0bUIH PO MPHOBLIH-
HYIO MTPOJAKy, KOTOPYIO OHU BEJIH JIO CHX TOP C M3SIIIHBIM U HEYACPKUMBIM YCEPAUEM, OITyCTOIIAsI
KapMaHbl CBOMX TOCTEN.
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Mepkep nozoies K JUIMHHOMY MPUJIaBKY, 3aBaJICHHOMY B MPUYYJIUBOM OECTIOpSIIKE PHIHOY-
HBIMH BeIllaMU ¥ ITPOM3BEJEHUSMH UCKYCCTBA, CO MHOKECTBOM IOAYIIEUeK it OylIaBOK, HEN30eK-
HBIX Ha BCSIKOM OJIarOTBOpUTEIbHOM Oazape.

— Ecnm pazperure, s 4To-HUOYIb BHIOEPY, — CKa3zan Mepkep rmocje KpaTKoro MOTYaHusI.

KunpOepra ycrnbliaia B €ro rojoce JIerkoe BOJIHEHHe, KOTOpoe, KOHEYHO, TOJbKO OHA OfiHA
3aMeTuIIa, 9TO CMYTHO M MOJIbCTUJIO €, M B3BOJTHOBAJIO ee. M oHa crasia Becesio pacxBajJvBaTh TOBAp,
Kak MpOJaBIIMIIA, KeJIAloIas MpoaaTh ero.

— ¥V Hac npekpacHble BelH, MeTaJuinieckue, (pappopoBbie, ecTh OyMaKHUKHU, TOPTCUTAPHI. . .

— Bot umeHHO nopTcurap; 3T0-To MHE M HYXHO!

OH npoTSAHYA PYKY K NOPTCUTapy U3 THCHEHOHM KOXHU, KOTOPOTO B 9TO BpeMs Kacajach pyKa
Kunp6eptsl. OHa ObuIa O€3 IepUaToOK; MX MAaJIbIIBI CJIETKa MPUKOCHYJIMCH. MepKep CepKacs, YTOObI
HE B3/IPOTHYTb, U €r0 B3IJIs] BCTPETHIICS C OOJBIIMMH CEPbIMU I71a3aMH, CMOTPEBIIMMHU Ha HETO U
HE Cpa3y OTOPBABIIUMICS OT HETO.

— Her, Her, He Gepute 3TOT, OH 6€3 MOHOTPaMMBI; Y HAC, HABEPHOE, €CTh C BAIlIUMU MHUIIHA-
JamMu, — ObICTpO 3aroBopwiia JKmisdepra, U ee ToI0c ObLI, OBITh MOXKET, HE TAKOW CITOKOWHBIN, Kak
BCerya.

— Ha... UmeHHo... BoT 3TOT, — CKa3aJl OH.

Ona nocMoTpeJa Ha Belllb B €ro pyKax U paccMesiiach.

— Kaxercs, Bama hamuimsi HaunHaeTcst He Ha OykBy «b», rocriogun Kiton Mepkep. CozHaii-
TECh, UTO Ballla PACCESIHHOCTD SICHO JOKa3bIBAET, KaK JajJeKH Balll MBICJHM OT HAIlled HeCUYacTHOM
MIPOJAKH.

Omna cmestnach, YToOBI CKPBITH cMyIieHre. OHa OblTa M TPOHYTA, M TOp/a TEM, UTO IIPOM3BOIMIIA
Ha 3TOrO CMJILHOTO YeJIOBEKa TaKoe BIeYaTIeHHe, YTO OH COBCEM pacTepsiics.

OH B31IpOTHYI M cervac ke B3su1 ceds B pyku. Ha moptcurape Oputa OykBa «b». Kakas oruror-
HocTh! Hao 6bu10 coiiT ¢ yma, 4yToOBbI caesaTh Takylo ommOKy! Heyxkenu ata jkeHIIMHA 10 TaKoi
CTEIIEHU BOJHOBAIA €0, YTO OH 3a0bL1?!..

KoneuHo, Bce 3T0 MPOMU30IILIO TaK OBICTPO, YTO HUKTO HUYETo He 3aMEeTHJT: IyOIMKa OTXJIbIHYJIA
K Oy(ery, rae HauMHAJICS KOHIIEPT.

— KoneuHo! — BockiinkHy1 oH. — ['ie y MeHs rosioBa? BoT kak pa3 u «M».

OH B3sU1 Apyrou mopTcurap, onsiTh B3MIsAHY Ha KuapOepTy 1 mociie HEeKOTOpOoro KoseOaHust
THXO CKa3a:

— VBepsiio Bac — 3TO MPOMU3O0IILIO HE TIOTOMY, YTO 51 ObUT MBICISIMU JIaJIeK OTCIOA.

Ha stoT pa3 oHa cierka rnokpacHesa, HO HIUero He oTBeTwa. M B3siia CloKeHHbI OaHKOBBIN
OWJIeT, TIPOTSHYTHIA VM.

— UYro BHI 1ymaete jenath Ha Ilacxy? — cripocui OH, TOMOTYAB HEMHOTO, Pa3BS3HBIM TOHOM
YeJIoBeKa, MPOAOJIKAIOIIET0 CBETCKUI pa3roBop. — Bel He yesxkaete u3 [lapuxka?

— a! Mens npurianiaior B pa3Hsie Mecta. Ho s erie HUKOMY He Jaiia cornacusi. .. Bee kone6-
JMOCh. §l paccuMTBHIBAI0 CKOPO yexaTh, HO elle He 3Haio Kyga. OfHa mojapyra 30BeT MeHs B TypeHb,
Apyrasi XoueT yBjeub B Buappwuil, 1 HakoHel, Mosi Ky3uHa Jlema3u HacTauBaeT, YToObl s IpOBesa
HECKOJIbKO JHeH y Hee, B POHTEHOIIO. .. HO 1 ellle He 3HAO. ..

— A, — mpoGOpMOTa OH, — BHI ellie He perid. .. O4yeHs kaiko... 1 Ha Bropoii aens [lacxu
nomkeH exarb B OKcep Ha OTKpbITHE MamMsATHUKA. [1o BO3BpaIieHn st BOCMOMb3YIOCh TEM, UTO, W3-
3a poCIycKa majiart, y MeHsi Oyzner cBoOOJHOe BpeMsi, U s TIOoely Ha HECKOJIbKO JHEeH B JepPEeBHIO. ..
Sl CTaHOBITIOCH CMENTHBIM, OTTOTO YTO HUKOI/IA HE MOb3YI0Ch KAHUKYJIAMH. .. S MOX0X Ha MPHIIeK-
HOro yueHuka. M Tak Kak s, HaBepHOe, BbiOepy POHTEHON0, TO, MOXKET ObITh, MHE U TIOBE3ET: MOE
npeObIBaHKUE TaM COBIAJET C BaIlIUM.

On 3amonk. [omHasi, cMIIKOM HamMa3aHHast Jama, B BOJTHAX IIeJKa [IaHXaH, IIyMHO OpOCH-
Jach K HUM.
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— Kak 51 onoznana! Tonenyit mensi, KunbOeprouka! ['ocrioqH MUHUCTp, HaIlla 3HAMEHUTOCTb,
Kak 5 CUacT/IMBa Bac BUIETh. AX, Bamia rocnenHss peus! Uro 3a uymo! 5 Obia B MecTax jis myo-
JIMKH U €/IBa CIEpKaach, YToObl He arionuposats! beansiit @panmess! Bol ero coBcem oropomm!
Kunpbepra, oporast Mosi, 1 B OTYAsTHUM, MHE CTPAIITHO CThIIHO! fI Bam oberiaia ObITh 3€Ch C yTpa.
MeHs Tak mIyno 3ajepxany, npuiuia oenomseiika. Ho Mel HaBepcTaem notepsiHaoe Bpems!.. Cka-
JKUTE: 3TO PelIeHO — Bbl eieTe ¢ Hamu B TypeHb? Mbl paccunThiBaeM Ha Bac. S Bac yBOXy B MOeEM
aBToMoOuJIe B OyIyIIMiI BTOPHUK.

Kunp6epra ['epnus crienana Buj, 9To OHA B CTPAIIIHOM OT'OPYEHUH.

— Joporas Mosl, 51 B OTYassHUU. DTO HEBO3MO:XHO. Bbl 3HaeTe, Mosi Ky31Ha paHbllie IpUIJiaiaia
MeHs B POHTEHOIIO. .. OHA TaK HACTAMBaJIa, YTO s €l OKOHYATeJIbHO OOeIIaia. .. BOT TOJIBKO BUEpa. . .
Cy11ecTByIOT, YBbI, POACTBEHHbIE OTHOIICHUS. .. S TOIBKO 4TO roBOpmiIa 00 3TOM rocrioguny Kiony
Mepkepy. {1 nomkHa exarb 1ocjae3aBTpa.

Omna ere pa3 B3MJIsSIHYJIA HA HETO U MPOWIA B €ro I71a3ax pajocTsb U OnarogapHocTb. OHa 4yTh
3aMETHO, HO BECEJIO U JIACKOBO YJbIOHYIach. OH MpocTuiics  Boiien. Kak v mpu nosiBieHuu ero, B
TECHUBILIEICS] BOKPYT Hero ToJmne menTtanu: «Kinon Mepkep!.. 1o Kion Mepkep!..»

OH B nepBbIil pa3, ¢ TeX MOP Kak NpuayMal 3TO 3aMellleHHe U C TAKMM MacTepCTBOM ITPOBOAMII
ero B JXW3Hb, YBUJIENl 00paTHYIO CTOpOHY ero. Ero cpady oxBaTuiio xrydee, My4lTeIbHOE YyBCTBO:
TYT ObUIM ¥ PEBHOCTb, 1 YHHUKEHHUE, U BO3MYIIleHHe. .. OH nooieHes.

DKuIax KAajl ero nepej MUHUCTEpcTBOM. Paynb Bepkan otocnan ero u OONbIIMMHU IIaramMmu
niotest Ha octpoB Cen-Jlyu, rae nopuHHb Kiiog Mepkep, TOT, KOro OH TOJIBKO 3aMelal, 1ajl ero.

Beprkan 1men 1051ro, 4ToObl YCIIOKOUTHCS OT HOBBIX YYBCTB, BOJIHOBABIIUX €ro0... OH Tak ObLT
MIOTPY’KEH B CBOM MBICIIH, TaK OOPOJICSI C TPOTUBOPEYMBBIMU UyBCTBAMM, OXBATUBIIMMH €T0, YTO
11es BAOJb PEKU, COBEPILEHHO HE OTAaBasi oT4eTa, riae Haxogurcs. VI Bopyr yBuzaen, 4yTo Aomen J0
AyCTepiuIIKOro MOCTa; OH Iepelies ero 1 JieBbiM Oeperom, 1o Hadepexnon Cen-bepHap, nodpancs
1o octposa Cen-Jlyu, uepe3 moct ae-is1 TypHens. Hactynanu cymepku.

Tpu nHA urpait oH poias Mepkepa, U Tenepb TOT, YATasd, KA1 €ro. YBUASA BHOBb TOTO Yeo-
BeKa, KOTOPBIA ObLT peabHOW BEeJIMYMHOM, TOTIa KaK OH OBLI ero TeHblo — bepxkaH, 6e3 COMHeHus,
ere Oosiee OCTPO MOYYBCTBOBAJI BCIO FOpeyb TOJIBKO UTO MOSIBUBIIEHCS B HeM 3aBucTu. Ho, BO Bes-
KOM cllyyae, OH cyMell cKpbITh €e. OH CHOBa Bcelesio nopaajics apropurery Mepkepa. OH cBoum
OOBIYHBIM (haMUJTBSIPHO-TIOYTUTEIBHBIM TOHOM JIOBEPEHHOTO YMHOBHHKA, JEJIAIONIETro TOKJa[, pac-
ckazas Mepkepy, UTO OH Jejaj 3a 3TH TPH JHs, KOrjaa ObUT Ha ero Mecte, ¥ Kakue HOBOCTH ObLIU
€My COOOIIICHBI.

Mepkep BHUMATEITLHO CITyIIAJ €ro, IpepbiBasi BpeMsI OT BpEMEHH TO KAKMM-HHOYIb BOIIPOCOM,
TO 3aMEYaHUEM.

— 1 coBcem 3a0bL1, Toporoit moi Bepskan. $1 moymkeH BaM caenath HeOOJbIIoe 3aMevanue. B
CETOJHSIIITHUX YTPEHHHUX Ta3eTax OIsTh TOBOPAT O MOEM OCTPOYMHH. .. OKa3bIBaeTcs, 51 ObLT OUEHb
OCTPOYMEH Ha ITpUeMe TPEThEro JIHsI B TOPOJACKOW gyMme. .. YTo Bbl uM Tam HaroBopuiu ? [loxanyiicra,
He 3a0bIBaiiTe COBETOB Moero apyra Botee... He Hago 00 3TOM, — MpogosKain OH, OCTaHABIIMBAS
pykoio bepxkana, 4toObl TOT He 0TBeval. — ToNbKO He 3a0yIbTe, YTO y MEHsSI COBCEM HET pernyTalluu
CBETCKOTO YeJIOBEKa. .. A YTO 3TO 3a OJ1aroTBOPUTENbHBIN 6a3ap, 0 KOTOPOM BBl HE paccKa3ain MHe?

— 4 TONBKO 4YTO XOTEN paccKka3arb, — OTBETWI bepxkaH. — f Tonbko 4to orTyna. Bac oueHn
Onaropapuia rocnioxa Jlenmarepc. OHa ckazana, 4To ee Myxk — IpeJice/iaTellb COBETa — CETOHS yKe He
TakK CTpaJlaeT OT aCTMbI; rocroxa B oHa mpocuT Ballieil pOTEeKLIMH /1J151 CBOETO IOHOTO TUIEMSIHHUKA. . .
OH XOueT WJITH TO TUTUIOMaTHYecKor fgopore... OHa HaloOMHUHAIA BaM 00 OopJieHe, 0OeIIlaHHOM ee
39710... OHa OblJTa OYeHb UHTEpecHa. Bl Kynuim y Hee, 3a cTo (bpaHKOB, BOT STy I'PaBIOpY.

— Ho Benp oHa yxkacHa, — ckazan Mepkep.

— A y rocrnioxu ['epnus Bel Kynviiv BOT 3TOT ropreurap. .. Ismenwics i ronoc bepxkana, korga
OH TOBOPWUJI O TOCIIOXKE
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Iepru3, wim Mepkep, ycrbllliaB ee uMsi, O4eHb B3BOJTHOBAJICS — TOJIBKO MEX]ly HUMH Ipode-
’KaJI0 YTO-TO, KAKOE-TO MTHOBEHHOE OIIIyIIIEeHHEe, HEPEOJOIMMOE, HEYJIOBUMOE, HO OHO C OBICTPOTOM
MOJIHUM OCBETUJIO UX B3aUMHYIO BpaK/1eOHOCTb.

— T'ocnoxa Jlanangens npuexajia O4eHb MO3AHO, — MpoAokal bepkaH, — oHa mo3apasuia
BaC, YTO BBI 3aKaJll pOT — COOCTBEHHOE ee BhIpakeHue — Pparnmemo. Oxa Oputa B myonuke. .. Bot,
Kaxercs, v Bce... Ax, 3a0bu1! [lo TaHHOMY MHE yKa3aHUIO, Bl 3asBUJIM PA3HBIM JIUIaM, 4TO TIOCIIE
OTKpbITUS MaMsATHUKA B OKcepe, Bbl yeJeTe Ha HEeCKOIbKO JHEeH B okpecTHOCTH PonTeHOm0. Koraa
ke exarb?

— OueHb CKOPO. DTO BBIXOAWT KAK-TO YPE3MEPHO CTPAHHO: HE 1aBaTh ce0e HU MUHYTHI OT/IbIXA.
Han moeit HencToBo# pabotoii yxe cmetorcsa. Ho Gnmaromapst BaMm TOT OT/IBIX, BIIPOUYEM, JOBOJTBHO
OTHOCHUTEJIbHBIN, TaK KaK M 3a TOPOIOM KO MHe OyIyT MpHUCTaBaTh He MeHblle, yeM B [laprke, mHe
JacCT 3[eCh HEeNeso TMOTHOW CBOOObL. XOTs 3TO, MOKAIYH, U HE COBCEM OCTOPOXHO. MOXeT ciy-
YUTHCS KaKasi-HUOYIb HEOKUIAHHOCTh, UJIH, €CJIM — 3TO HEBEPOSITHO, HO BCE-TAKHU. .. €CJIA BBl BAPYT
Tam 3aboreere. . .

— Y MeHs mpeK pacHoe 3J0POBbeE, — KUBO IpepBa ero bepkaH, — v Bcerga XBaTUT CHJT yeXaTh 10
XKeJIe3HOU Jopore WK B aBTOMOOMJIE, BEpHYThCS Clofja U cTath bep:xanoM. TouHO Tak Xke 51 OCTYIUTIO,
€CJIM CIIyYMTCsl YTO-HUOY/Ib HEOXKHUIAHHOE, KaK 3TO M OBIBAIO JBa WM TpU pasza. MHe Oyaer 1o
HUCKOJIbKO He TpyaHee caesath B Ponrtenono, yem B [lapuke.

— Hy xoneuno. Bce e mpu3Haoch Bam, YTO MPOBECTH HECKOJIBKO JTHEW Ha JIOHE MPHPOJIH,
MeHsI OYeHb cOONa3HseT, caM He 3Haio noyeMy. U ecii Obl y MeHsI He ObLJIO CTOJIBKO padoThl... Ho
3TO HEBO3MOXHO!

Mepkep Bctan. OH BBIIIIENT B COCEIHIOD KOMHATY, B HECKOJIBKO MUHYT TEpeoescs U CTep
KPacKy C yCOB.

BeprkaH B 9TO BpeMsl PUHSLT TOT OOJIMK, C KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO UTO paccTajics Mepkep.

— Jlo cy0600THI, — ckazan emy Mepkep. — 3aBTpa y MeHs 3ace[jaHue, Mocje3aBTpa 3amnpoc B
napyiameHTe. DT IBa AHS 51 caM JOJIKEH ObITh TaM. . .

Mepxkep OvicTpo Boiien. OH meperien yepe3 MocT U Ha yrry Cen-KepmeHckoro OyibBapa
TO/I03BAJT M3BO3YMKA U CKa3asl cBOM aapec. Ha Hero Hanmano pasmymbe. Kakoe-To rimyxoe pasmpaxe-
HUe, IPUYMHBI KOTOPOTO OH HE MOT YSICHUTH ce0Oe, BOJTHOBAJIO ero. Bapyr oH noHsi1, 4To 3T0 pasapa-
*keHue BbI3biBaeTcsi bepskanoM. B Hem 3apomuiiack 371002 Ha 9TOroO YesioBeKa, KOTOPbINA TaK YacTo U C
TaKMM YCIIEXOM M300pakall ero caMoro. 3HauuT, Tak MpocTo ObITh MepKepoM, eciii Kakoi-To Mpo-
BUHIMAJIBHBII HUYTOXHBIA YAHOBHUK MOT TakK JIEFKO 3aMEHATH ero. KoHeuHo, 3/1ech HEOOXOIUMBIM
YCJIOBHEM ObLIIO MX HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE (PU3NYECKOE CXOACTBO, HO Be/lb HE B (PU3UUECKOM Ke OOJTHKE
3aKJII0YaIach CUJIbHASI MHAVBUAYaIbHOCTh Kiiona Mepkepa?

OH 3aKypuJI ManMpocy U, OOMKEHHBIN, OCKOPOJIEHHBI U YHUKEHHBIH TE€M, UTO TaK JIErKO ObLIO
3aMEHUTD €r0, CTaJl Pa3MbILUIATH O TIIETE CJIaBHI.
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I'naBa V
JIro00Bb

B stot Beuep Paynb Beprkan oneBasicst ¢ 0cOOEHHBIM BHUMAHUEM B HAPSIAHOW CIIAJIbHE CBOETO
HOMEpa, KOTOPHIM OH 3aHMMaJl B OJHOM U3 POCKOLIHBIX oTesedl. OH, ¢ HAMBHOCTBIO IOHIIA, JKeJIalo-
IIEr0 HPaBUTHCS M JIyMAIOILETO, YTO XOPOIIO 3aBSI3aHHBIN TAJICTYK U TINATENIbHAS PUYECKA MOTYT
TMIOBJIMATH HA JIIOOMMYIO KEHIIMHY, JOJITO CTOSUT Iepest 3epkajiom: ecau Obl Kitog Mepkep y3Han npo
9TO — OH Hamlen Obl ero cMemHbIM. Tak, Mo KpaitHei Mepe, noxyMan bepxkaH, HafgeBas CMOKHHT.
[IpaBaa, 4To HapsiAy C TUM OH MOgyMall, ¥ He Oe3 pazapaxkenus1, yto MmHeHne Kinoga Mepkepa He
MMEET ISl HeTO HUKAKOTO 3HAUYEHMSI.

Bor yxe Heneno, uto oH B PoHTeHO0 — B post Kinona Mepkepa. On Bugut JKunsoepty ['ep-
JU3 KaXKIblid IEHb U YacTo 10 J1Ba pa3a B JeHb, IOTOMY 4TO KPOME MX BCTped y Ky3uHbI JKuibOepThl,
rocroxu Jlemasu, ¢ BOCTOProM MpHHUMABIIIEH STOrO BEJIMKOTO YeIOBEeKa, OH 4acTo BcTpevan Kuib-
OepTy U CIIydyaiiHO; 9T CIydau ObUIM TaK MPUATHBI M TaK YacTO MOBTOPSUIUCH, YTO, BEPOSITHO, TYT
[IOMOTaJI KTO-TO U3 HUX 000UX, a MOXET OBITh, [IOMOTaJIA U 004a.

Terepsb on moomI KumbOepTy odeHb rIyOOKO, TOH JIIOOBBIO, KOTOpas JaeT U HACTIaXJIeHHe,
Y CTpajJaHue; OH Jaxe U He IBITaJICs OOPOThCS C HElo — TaK HenodeanMa Ka3ajiach eMy 3Ta MpHBsi-
3aHHOCTh. OH HE CMel cesaTh 10 CUX Hop mpsiMoro npusHaHus JKuibOepre, He cMell MOJIUTDH ee
00 OTBeTe, HO JIO OThe3/[a OCTABAJIOCh TOJIBKO JBA HS, M OH 3HaJ, 4TO He yeneT u3 PoHTeHOoso, He
IIOTOBOPUB C HEW.

OH BbIIIIeN U3 IOMY B MOJIOBUHE CEILMOTO, YTOOB MIATH K Tocnioxe Jlemasu, 1aBaBIieit B 3TOT
neHb oben B ero yectb. OHA C TOPKECTBYIONIENH HACTOWYMBOCTHIO MPEMOIHOCHIIA €r0 BCEM CBOMM
3HaKoMbIM. OHa npuriamana HapouHo u3 [apuxka apyseid, YToObI MOKa3aTh UM, HACKOJIBKO OM3Ka
OHa CO 3HAMEHUTHIM I'OCY/IApPCTBEHHBIM AesTeNIeM. bepkaH MOAUMHSIICS 3TOMY C TAKOM OXOTOM, KOTO-
pyio Kinoxg Mepkep B npofokeHre Bceil CBOel Kapbepbl He BbIKa3blBaJl HUKOMY; HO bepkaH u He
Ha TO ObUT ObI TOTOB panu compkenus ¢ Kunpoeproid. Bece Haxomumu, uro Kitog Mepkep crnenascst
TpoIIle, He TaKOW JaJIeKUid M XOJOMHBIH, KaK TpeX/e, CTal JJIOOUTh CBETCKUE yIOBOILCTBUS. bepkan
HUCKOJIBKO HE 3a00TUJICS O TOM, UTO B STOM CJIy4ae OH MOABOJMII YeJIOBEKa, POJib KOTOPOTO Urpall.

BripoueM, y Hero JIMYHO He ObLIO TON BBICOKOMEPHOM CYpOBOCTH, € Kakow Mepkep JI0 MX J0ro-
BOpa 3aIuInai cBoe Bpems. OH 0O 00IIeCTBO, TPUAABaJI 3HAUEHHEe OOJIBIIIOMY CBETY, ObLIT OUYCHb
CUYACT/IMB, KOTJa MOT TIOSIBJISITHCSI B HEM, KaK BCEMOTYIIMI YeIOBEK, OKPYKEHHBIN BOCXHUILIEHUEM U
MIPUBETCTBUSIMH, OH — OSTHBIN IPOBUHIMATIBHBIA YMHOBHUK, 3HABIIUIA TOJIBKO 00€Ibl B TPAKTUPUH-
Kax Jla TOCKJIMBBIE Beyepa JIoMa, KOrJja eMy CTAHOBUJIMCh TIPOTHUBHBI HIYTOXKHBIE TIPEJIECTH MECTHBIX
Ka0a4yKOB M OH YKPbIBAJICS B CBOEM OJMHOKOM SKHJIMIIE, OTYNEBIIUI OT CKYKH U OT HECOBITOUHBIX
KEeJaHUM.

¥V rocnioxu Jlemasu ObIIO B 3TOT Beuep YeJIOBEK JBEHAIIATh, CPEAN KOTOPBIX CTAPBIN TOBAPHII]
Mepkepa 1o komexy, bydpemon. OH cam, 6e3 BCAKOU IIepeMOHUM, BBITPOCKT Y JKUIbOepTH 4ecTb
OBbITH MPUIJIAICHHBIM Ha 00ea. OH Halesicss BOCHOMb30BaThCSl TUM MHTUMHBIM COOpaHMEM, T
ero 3HAMEHUTHIHA Apyr Oy/eT, KOHEUHO, TOCTYITHEe, YeM B JIPYTOM MeCTe, UTOOBI JIOOMThCSI KPACHOU
PO3eTKH, KOTOPYIO OH XkaxJas Bce Oojiee U Oojiee CTpacTHO, Oe3paccyiHO, IOUTH OOJIE3HEHHO.

INocne o6ena, Kak TONBKO BCE MEPEILIA B CAJIOH, OH JIOBKUMH U CMEJIBIMU TIPUEMaMHU 3aBJIeK
MUHHUCTPA B OJMH U3 YTOJIKOB. .. [Tociie HeCKOIBKMX OaHaTbHBIX (Ppa3 M BOCXUILIEHHUsI OH CesIal CHa-
Yajia HECKOJIbKO TYMaHHbBIX HAMEKOB, 3aTE€M 3arOBOPHJT O CBOEM XKeJIaHWH yke sicHee. beprkaH, Bceraa
CKJIOHHBIH K IIIyTKe, IPUTBOPHJICS, YTO HE MOHMMaeT ero. bydpemon cran HactoiluuBee u, mpus
B OTYasiHUE TIPU BHJE, YTO Y HETO YIUIBIBAET STOT 3HAK OTIMYMS, O€3 KOTOPOTO KM3Hb IJIsI HETO He
MMeJIa HUKAKOM NPEsIeCTH, Pelil AeHCTBOBATh MPSMO. Y HEro Ha JIOY BBICTYITHII TIOT; OH TaK JPOXKal
OT BOJIHEHHSI, YTO HE MOT TOBOPHUTH, HE MOT CBSI3HO CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO (Ppa3 v Melall TOBApHIIECKOe
«TBI» C TOPKECTBEHHBIMH (pOpMyJIaMy O(UITMATBLHON BEKJIMBOCTH; OH TOBOPWII 00 YBEHYaHUH €rO
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Kapbepsl, 0 jKeHe, 00 ycyrax, KOTopble OH MOT Obl OKa3aTh, €CJIM Obl YBUZEN MOOLIPEHUE, O paBax
APYXOBI, UAYIIEH C TEX CYACTIIMBBIX JHEH, KOT/1a OHU CUJIeNT OOK O OOK Ha IIKOJIbHOM cKambe. .. [la!
Ata gerckas Ipyxk0a oqHa TOJIBKO HacTosimas ¥ BeuHas!.. VI OH ¢ ropaocThio HAMOMHII, Kak Mep-
Kep XBaTWJI ero KyJakoM B IJIa3, KOrja OHU ObUIM B IIecToM Kiacce. OH JOJITO TOBOPUJI MO TIOBOLY
KpacHOM pO3eTKH, 3aTeM CHOBA BCTIOMHWII )KeHY, JIeTel, KOTOpbIE TaK Obl TOPAMIIUCS. . .

Paznpaxennsiii bepikan BAPYr BCOMHMII OOBIYHYIO (bpasy Mepkepa U CyxuM, Kak y TOro,
TOJIOCOM CKa3aJl:

— M&I noroBopum 00 3ToM. — 1 OBEpHYIT eMy CIIHHY.

Hecuactbiit BypeMoH, OTIMYHO 3HABIIHIA CMBICT STUX CJIOB, ObLI COBCEM YOHT; OH Beb yKe
AyMaJ, 9To JOOHUIICS CBOETO. ..

A Bepixan, B Ty ke MUHYTY KaK HECUYACTHBII OTOIIIEN OT HEero, yBue Bosje cedst Kumipoepry.
OHa yIMBJIEHHO CMOTpeJa Ha HEro.

— O! Kakoii sxxecTokuil ToH! — cka3ajia oHa. — §l ef1Ba y3Hajia Ball rojioc. 1o rojioc MUHUCTpa?
Benp Tak?

OH HEMHOTO TIOKPACHEN 1, CMYIIIEHHBIN — KaK BCerja B MPUCYTCTBUM TOW KEHIIMHBI, HAIIET
CKa3aThb €il TOJIbKO:

— 51 He 3Ha, YTO BBI CIIBIIIIATE MeHSI. .. — M 1oc/ie MUHYTHOTO MOJTYaHUSI TPUOABUII, CTapasich
YIBIOHYThCS: — 31ech HeT MUHUCTpA. [lepen BaMu pOCTO YeIoBeK, KOTOPHIN. .. — OH He OKOHYMI
ppasbl.

— Ha, — ckazana KunpOepra, — cripocute-ka HecuacTHOro bydpeMoHa, OH Tak ymoJsiI Bac. ...
CIPOCUTE €ro: €CThb JIM 3/1eCh BCEMOTYIIIUIA MUHUCTP?..

bepxan noxan ruieyamu:

— OH HacTauBaeT Ha NOJIYYEHUH TOTO, YTO 10 CIIPABEAJIMBOCTH HEJIb3s JaTh EMY.

— Boxke moii! — ckazana oHa. — $1, KaxkeTcs, 3Hal0, Yero OH MPOCHUT, U, MPABO, 3TO ObLIO ObI
onarozesinieM! OH, KOHEUHO, 3200JIEET, €CIIU He MOTYYHT. .. S OueHb JpyXKHa C ero KeHOW U ropsyo
moOmo ee. .. 1 3HaeTe: Kora HeclipaBeyIMBOCTb HUKOTO He OOMXKAET, a, HAIPOTHUB, MOXET JJOCTABUTh
TOJIBKO PajloCTh... TO OHA, [I0-MOEMY, U3BUHUTEJIbHA.

— Hy, Tak 310 OyzIeT ucnoiHeHo! — cKa3aJl OH, COBEpIIIEHHO 3a0bIBasi, YTO PACTIOPSIKAETCS Bila-
CTbIO, HE IIPUHAJIEKAILEN eMy. — ByeT ucronHeHo, MoToMy YTO Bb JKeJaeTe 3Toro. .. 51 oueHs cuacrt-
JIUB.

OH Tak OTKPOBEHHO PaJOBajICsi BO3MOXHOCTH MOBUHOBATbCS U CIIYXKHUTh €H, JOKa3aTh €M,
KaKylo BJIaCTh OHa UMeJia HaJ HUM, 4To KnipOepra nmokpacHena U He 3Hajla, YTO OTBETUTDb EMY.

OH xe, 6e3 BCAKOro mepexojia, cKa3all el THXO:

— 4 yesxaio nocne3aBrpa... Bbl 3Haere... Bol Toxke Bo3Bpamaerech B Ilapux... MHe Hano
MOrOBOPUTH C BamMU panblie... Hago BugeTh Bac onHy... MoxkHo 3aBTpa? [loxanyiicra! A nomken
MOrOBOPUTH C BAMH. . .

Omna onycTuiia 1j1a3a 1 OTBETHJIA OYEHb TUXO:

— Xoporo... [TpuxonuTe ciofa B Tpu 4yaca. 51 3Halo, 4YTO Ky3UHBI He OyJeT Joma.

W, orxons, oHa B3rIsiHY/Ia Ha Hero. OH B3MISIHYJ Takoke, U 00a 3arpenerany. M oba yxe 3Hanm,
YTO 3aBTpAIllHEe CBU/IAHME HE CKaXeT MM HHYEero HOBOro. M Bce-Taku OHM ¢ OBIOIIMMCS CepaLieM
JOyMaJli O HEM BCe BpPeMsl, ITOKa OHO HE COCTOSIIOCh.

Korna Ha apyroii ieHb bepxkaH Mo3BOHMI y pelleTK! BUILIbI TOCIIOKHU [leMasu U cTapuK-ciyra,
OTBOPHUBIIINI €My JIBepb, CKPBLJICS, OH YBHIEJ Ha KpbUiblie qoma KuapOepry. OHa J1erko v rpaliio3HO
COIILIA C JIECTHULIBI U ABUHYJIACh K HEMY HaBCTpEYy.

— Ocranemcs B cajy, XOTUTe? — CKa3ajla OHa HE OYEHb YBEPEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

OH cam cTpalliHO BOJTHOBAJICS; TOPJIO Y HETO CAUMAJIOCh, pyKH Apoxkanu. OHU NPOILIA IPSIMO
B aJLJIEI0.

10 OBLT rPOMA/IHBIN 3amTyIieHHbIN cafl. [lepen 1oMoM, cpey IIBETOUHBIX KYCTOB, ObUI TPy, Ha
KOTOPOM TUIaBaut J1ebean. Mex Ity 3e/ieHpIMH KycTamu Oesiesi cratyu. Jasblie num Gonbiime nepe-
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Bbsl, TEMHEJIM 3apOCIIHE TPABOW aJlJIeM MEX/Ly MBIITHBIMUA KyCTaMH KACMHHOB. YTPOM IIIEJT JOK/Ib;
Ha BETBSIX €Ile JIPOKAJIM KarlIk, HO allpesIbCKUM AeHb, BECh HACBIIIIEHHBIN BIaroil U 3HOWHBIM COJTH-
[eM, ObUI TEIUIBINA, KAK JIETOM.

KunpOepra u Paynp num psgoM, Monda, MpsiMO B MyCTHIHHYIO TeHb ajuteil. Kakasi-to cuna,
nouMHsBIIas cebe Bommo, oBnanena bepxkanom. OH sicHO Bujen Bce Oe3yMHe CBOMX TMOCTYITKOB,
BUJIEJI, B KaKylO MPOMACTh CTPaJlaHusl, pa304apoBaHus U YHUKEHUs1 OpocaeTcsi OH M0 COOCTBEHHOM
BOJIE; HO OH 3HAJI TaKKe, YTO HUKAKasl BIACTh B MUPE HE MOXET MOMeIIaTh eMy CKa3aThb €i, YTO OH
moour ee... Ho oH eme konedascs... Ero yaepkuBaia TONbKO ojiHa OOS3Hb: 1aTh € CTpaJaHusl. . .
KOrJa-HUOyIb MO3KE. .. KOrJa y3HaeT. .. IOTOMY YTO BO3MOXKHO Ji, YTOObI OHa He y3Hana? Ho oHa
ObLIa 3/1eCh, PSJIOM C HUM, OHA yXe OblJIa ero, MOTOMY UTO OHA YXe JIIoOWIa ero, OH He COMHEBAJICS
B 9TOM. Bech Mup, BCsl KU3HB COCPEIOTOUMBANIUCH [UIsI HETO B HACTOSIIIIEM MTHOBEHMH, BO BIIACTHOM
YYyBCTBE CTPACTH, B TOPIOM YIIOCHUH OXKUAHUEM €€ IPU3HAHUS B JIIOOBU.

KunpOepra Buena, Kak OH BOJTHOBaJICA. [IpunuckiBast 3T0 €IMHCTBEHHOHN MPUYHHE, KaKyIo
OHA TOJIBKO M MOIJIA JIOMYCTUTh, OHA ObLJIa TPOTaTeJbHO B3BOMHOBAHA. DTa CKPOMHOCTb y TaKOTO
YeJIoBeKa SIBJISUIACh CAMBbIM SIPKUM JJOKa3aTeJIbCTBOM €ro JIOBU K HEW.

OH 3aroBopuJI BIOJITOJIOCA, OTPHIBUCTO, HE CMesl B3IJISTHYTh Ha Hee:

— Bbl 3HaeTe, 3a4eM s MOMPOCKIT Bac MPUIATH Ha 3To cBUaaHue?.. Beap 3naere? [Ja?

N, He noxuaasce oTBeTa, MPOAOIIKA:

— 41 oueHb cmy1ieH... A He npuBbIK cmyliartecs. IIpocture MeHs... BOT 1 HE HaXOXKy CIOB,
KOTOpBbIE XOTeJI CKa3aTh BaM. [1pu Bac st COBepIIIeHHO He y3Halo ce0s. .. S Tepsiock. .. Bbl MeHs nonas-
nsiere... 1 coBceM He ymelo BiaageTh coOo. Bbl HOKHBI HAXOOUTh MEHsI OUYeHb KOMUYHBIM, BOT
TeTiepb, KOrja st Uy psaoM ¢ BaMH U MOJT4YY. A Bellb, KJISHYCh BaM, KOTJa 51 OOVH U, AyMasl O Bac,
OCMEJIMBAIOCh TOBOPUTD C BAMU — 5T HAXOKY OUeHb KPACHOPEUMBBIE CJIOBA. .. A ceifuac st TOYHO 3aCTeH-
ynBbIi peOeHOK. CKaxuTe: MOXKHO JIU MHE TOBOpHUTH? Bbl 3HaeTe, uTo 51 X0uy BaM ckasaTb. Eciii Bam
HEMPUATHO — 3alPETUTe MHE TOBOPUTS. .. Payl Bac, paau MeHsI. . .

OHHM OCTAaHOBUJIUCH OKOJIO TYCTOM Kymbl KycToB. OHa mofHsiia r71a3a. I oH yBUJEN TOT ke
B3MJIsA, KOTOPBIM TorMant HakaHyHe. OH 3a0bu1 1 Mepkepa, u Bepxana. Beul TOJIBKO MyKUWHa,
JIMIIOM K JIMITY C KEHIIMHOM.

— 4 mo6mo Bac, KunbpOepTa, — cKka3a OH TIIyXUM OT BOJTHEHH S TOJIOCOM. — £ o010 Bac BceMu
CHJIaMU, JII0OJIIO Bac Tak, YTO O€3 BacC KMU3Hb HE MOXET UMETh HUKAKOro cMbIciIa. 51 Bac J1io0IIio.

Ona mpsiMO CTOsIJTa Tiepe], HUM, BCsl 3ajMTasi BIAXHBIM, MSTKAM cBeToM. Hukorga ere He
BUJAJI OH ee Takoil KpacuBou. OHa He OTBeja OT HEero CBOMX CBET/IbIX IJ1a3, HO JIETKUW pyMsIHEll
TIOKPBUI €€ IEKH, U TPYy/b CTajla MOIHIUMAThCS Bce ObIcTpee U ObICTpee.

— $1 Toxe moOMI0 Bac, — MPOCTO cKas3aJia OHa.

— 3Ha4uUT, BBl COITIACHBI PA3IEIUTh CO MHOIO KHM3Hb, — IPOOOPMOTAJI OH, BECh JPOXka OT pajo-
CTH.

— Ma! 4 npexne He 3Hasa Bac. Teneps — 3Ha0 ¥ JIIOOJIO Bac.

— ¢ momoOwT Bac ¢ mepBoro IHs, Kak yBUJET. ..

Ona Beceso yJIbIOHYJIach:

— U Tak gonro xaanu, 9ToObl cKa3aTh MHe?

— Honro?!. Ho...

— [Ipomwo no kpaiiHei Mepe NATh-1IECTb JIET C TeX MOP, KAK Mbl C BAMU BCTPETUJIMCH B IIEPBHIN
pas. {1 He TOBOPIO, YTO MbI ObLITA 3HAKOMBI. . .
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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