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AHHOTaAIUSA

Ppenepuk byre (1874-1941) — ¢paHIy3ckuil micarenb, aBTOP
MHOKECTBA OCTPOCIOJKETHBIX MPUKITIOUEHYECKMX KHUT; KpOME TOro,
3HAYMTESbHAS YacTh €ro MPOM3BEIEHUI COAEPKHUT (PAaHTACTHUYECKYIO
(babymy, BO MHOIMX NPHCYTCTBYIOT MHCTUYECKHE MOTHBBI, YTO
MO3BOJISIET MPUYUCITUTh MX K JKAHPY «YepHOU» (PaHTACTUKH, WM
macabre science fiction, SBISOIMEMYCS OTBETBJIEHHEM IpPYIoro,
Oosee HIMPOKOro IUTEPaTyPHOTro KaHpa, HOCALIEro Ha3BaHue fantasy.

Knon Mepkep, repoii pomaHa «J/IBOWHWK», — TepCIIEKTHBHBIN
MOJIOION TIOJIUTHK, YK€ MHHHUCTP, KOTOPOMY BCE BOKPYT Ipoyar



Onectsmylo  Kappepy U Oe3oOmauHoe Oynymiee. Ho  Takoe
CYIIIECTBOBaHUE TPeOyeT Upe3MEPHOTO HATPSIKEHU S CHJI, M IPUBOUT
K crpeccaMm. [1o9ToMy OH C PaioCThI0 YXBaTHJICA 32 YAMBUTEIbHOE
MpeIokeHne HEe3HAKOMIIA, MOXOKero Ha Mepkepa Kak ABe Kariu
BOIBI, M CIOCOOHOTO TOOMEHHWTh ero B JoObIX Jenax. Ho Bor
He3ajgava: moOuMas KeHIMHA He Aenutcsl Hansoe. OUH U3 repoes
JOJIKEH YUTH CO CIIeHHL... B UTore Tak u caydmioch. YOUIACTBO WM
HecyacTHbI! ciy4vaii? U raBHOe — KTO U3 HUX?

B kHury Take BKJIIOYEHBl [BA KOPOTKUX TPUKIIOUYEHUECKHX
pOMaHa, HaMCAHHBIX B CTHJIE TPOTECKA.
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JIBOMHHUK

I'nasa I
3eJieHble YePHUJIA

Kion Mepkep cupen omun u padoran. [Ipodexas rimazamu
OuYEepeHOM JOKJIAJ U CAEIaB KpaTKUe IOMETKY CUHUM KapaH/aa-
IIIOM, OH BCTaJI C KPecJia U MPOLIeJ HECKOIBKO I1aroB MO rPOMa/ji-
HOMY KaOWHEeTY; 3aTeM MOJIONIeNl K OMHOMY U3 OKOH U C MHHY-
Ty TOTyOECCO3HATEILHO CMOTPEIT Ha HAOepeKHYIO U PEKy, eBa
BUJIHEBIIYIOCS] CKBO3b OJIE/IHBII TyMaH HOsIOpbckoro ytpa. [o-
TOM OH OIISAATh BEPHYJICS K MUCBMEHHOMY CTOJTY C Ky4Yel IHUCeM,
aJPECOBAHHBIX JINYHO €MY, U IIPUHSIICS UX YUTATb.

ITocryuyanu B n1Bepb. Bommen kypoep.

— ['ocnionyH MUHUCTP, Bac XOUeT BUIETh JOKTOpP BoThe.

Mepkep NOHSIT TOJIOBY.



— Ilpocure ciona! — nprkaszan OH CO CBOMCTBEHHBIM EMY Pe3-
KUM, aBTOPUTETHHIM TOHOM.

Kypbep HemenieHHO MCONHWI MprKa3zanue. Mepkep mnoresn
HaBCTpEUy MOCETUTEINI0 C TAKOM JPYKECKOW IMOCHENIHOCTBIO, C
KaKOH OH He BCTpeuasl HUKOIO JIPyroro.

JokTop BoTbe ObLT €ro MKOIbHBIM TOBAPHUIIIEM M OTHOTO BO3-
pacta ¢ HUM. Ho JOKTOpY, BBICOKOMY, XyJIOMY, C OJICTHBIM JIH-
1IOM, U300POKAEHHBIM Ha JIOY U Ha IIeKaxX rTyOOKUMH MOPIIH-
HaMH, C MOPE/IEBIIMMU HA BUCKAX U MIOCEIEBIIMMHU BOJIOCAMMU, HA
BUJ1 OBLIO JIET COPOK ISITh; a MepKepy HeJb3s1 ObLIO 1aTh OO0Jb-
e TpuanaTi BocbMu. OH ObLT IIMPOKOILIeY, OEJIOKypble BOJIO-
Chl 3aUYeChIBaJI Ha3a/l, CBETJIbIE YChI MOJCTPUral KOPOTKO; SHEP-
TMYHBIA OPJIMHBIA TPO]IIb, MPABUIbHBIE YEPTHI JIUIIA, TEMHBIE
132, 3QKUTaBIIMeECs OJIECKOM U3-TIOJ] CBETJIBIX TYCTHIX OpPOBEH,
npuBJieKaIy BHUMaHue. OHU MOXaIM JPYT IPYry pyKy ¢ pamu-
JIbSIPHBIM U HACTOSIIIIUM PaAyIINEM, KaK JABHUE UCKPEHHUE APY-
3bsl.

— Kak noxwuBaems? § He Memato Tede? — cripocui Botbe.

— Thl OTIMYHO 3HaEIb, YTO HUKOI/IA HE MOKeIllb MTOMeIaTh
MHe! Caguch. OT4ero Thl ¢ MOHeIeIbHUKA HE MPUXOInI?

— Y Mens mHoro aen. Tol ke 3Haelnb, 4YTo s OAUH U3 JeJIeraToB
Ha KOHTpecc B AMepHKe, a OH HAaUMHAETCS yepe3 /IBa Mecslia.
MHe HaJ0 3aKOHYUTh paboTy, OTPEeIaKTUPOBATh TOKIaabl. Pa3-
Be 3a0bu1? Thl ke caM ycTpousi, YToObl MeHSI BHIOpAIM Ha STOT
KOHI'pecc, XOTs apyrue rnpodeccopa MeIuumHCKON akaeMuu 1
cTapiiie MeHs. ..



— Her HagoOHOCTH OBITH BOCBMUAECATHIETHUM, YTOOBI CUM-
TaTbCsl OJHUM W3 CBETWJ (DPaHIy3CKOW HayKu, — cKkazain Mep-
Kep. — Thl OTJIMYHO 3HAEIIIb, YTO 51 TOBOPIO TeOe TO, YTO TyMalo. . .
Y 4TO €CTh Ha camoM feJie. MTak, korna e Thl ye3:Kaelllb U CKOJIb-
KO BpeMeHHU MpoOy/enb Tam?

— 51 ye3xaio uepe3 ceMb HeJlesb 1 Oy/ly B OTCYTCTBUM MecsIia
yeTbipe WK nsTh. [locie KoHrpecca 51 xody noexarb Ha HEKOTO-
poe Bpems k Kappeo.

— Honro Mbl TeOs1 He yBUAMM! — pe3ko ckazan Mepkep.

— 41 Mory BepHyTbCA cpa3y nociie KoHrpecca... Miam xe co-
BCEM HE €3]JUTh, €CJIU Thl yMaelllb, YTO s TeOe Oyay HYXKeH, —
CIOKOMHO cKa3as Botbe.

— To ecTh Thl MHE TIOXEPTBOBAJ ObI TIOE3[IKOW, KOTOPAsi CO-
CTaBUT 3MOXY B TBOEHU )KU3HU W KOTOPOU ThI CTPAIIIHO UHTEPECY-
enbcsi?

— ’KeptBa He ouenb Oosbinas. To, 4To 51 HE CKaxy TaM, CKaxy
B Apyrom mMecte. HayuHas nctiHa Hen30eKHO BHIAIET Ha CBET. A
KpOMe TOTO, 3Haellb, Mepkep, s, He KOJeOJIsiCh, MOTY IIPHHECTU
TeOe ere OoJiee Cepbe3HYI0 KEPTBY, uyeM 3Ta. He 3abbiBaii, uto
€CJIM s CTaJl TeM, 4TO s €CTh, TO TOJIbKO Onaromapsi Tebe. Beap
KOIJa s B IEBSTHAALIATS JIET, CTYIEHTOM NIEPBOro Kypca, OCcTa-
Cs1 TIOCJIe CMEPTH OTIa 6e3 eIUHOTO CY IS MPOJIOJKEHUS yde-
HUA... Ecim Obl y MeHs1 He ObUIO TaKoro Apyra, Kak Thl... [a,
eciii Obl y MeHsI He ObLIIO 9TOr0 U3yMUTEILHOTO, HECPABHEHHOTO,
HEBEPOSATHOIO CYACThsl — UMETh TeOst cBouM Jpyrom... Korga s
MOAYMAI0, YTO ThI CAEJaN TOrAA. .. [IJIsi MOJIOAOTO YelIOBEKa TO



COBEpIIIEHHO UCKJTIOYUTEIbHBIN MOCTYIOK: Thl IETUJICSI CO MHOM
CBOUMH JIEHbraMU M KaK/AbI1 MECSI] JaBaJl MHE CTOJIbKO, UTO $1
MOT KUTh U CIIOKOIHO padoTaTh.

JIunio Boteke 3agepranoch OT IIIOXO CAEPKUBAEMOrO BOJIHE-
HUS. YIbIOKa CMSTYmrIIa BiacTHoe uio Mepkepa, U B ero riia3zax
MIPOMEJIbKHYJIO HE)KHOE BbIpaKEHHE.

— He cTouTt Ge3 KOHIa BCIIOMUHATH TO, YTO Mbl 00a TIpeKpac-
HO 3HaeM, — cKaszas oH. — Toraa y MeHs1 AeHer ObL1o OoJblile,
yeM MHe TpeOoBasoch... U... 51, 04eBUIHO, yMeN TOr/a yKe Cy-
JIMTH O JIIO/ISIX,, €CJH orleHwuT TeOs1. Thl Bceria ObUT MOMM JTyYITHM
WIH, BEpHEe TOBOPSl, MOMM €AMHCTBEHHBIM JIPYTOM. S MPUBBIK,
ThI CaM 3Haelllb, BHICKAa3bIBATh I'POMKO IpH TeOe BCe, YTO MPUXO-
JUT MHE Ha YM. Tak s caenai u ceiyac: KOHEYHO, YEThIpe-TisTh
MecsIIeB He BUIETh TeOs1, He JIEUThCS C TOOOW MBICIISIMH, KOTO-
pbie 51 BBICKa3bIBAIO TOJILKO TeOe, MHe OyJeT He OYeHb TIPUSTHO.

— U mue Toxe, — 3ameTun Borbe. — [Toatomy 4...

— Ax, Het! Iloxanyiicta, 6e3 rirynocreit. — Mepkep CHUCXO/IH-
TeJIbHO 3acMestics. — Tl noenems! He npasna m? £ aToro tpe-
oymo. 51 xoren mogapa3HUTh T€Os1, TOBOPs, UYTO Thl MeHs Opoca-
elllb, ¥, KOHEYHO, Thl MHE Cpa3y OTBETUJI, YTO IIPY TAKUX YCJIOBU-
SIX THI OCTaembes. .. JIoporoit Mo, ¢ TOOOM HeJlb3sI IOy TUTh! —
W OH 1acKOBO MOJIOKMII PYKY Ha IIJIEYO Jpyra.

— Hy xoporo, — ckazan Botse criokorinee. — 4 noeny. Tosb-
KO Kak Obl Thl He 3200J1e]1 B 9TO BpeMsl, — MPOOJIKAJ OH TOCe
KOPOTKOT'O MOJTYaHUSI.

— 3ayeM MHe 6051eTh? DTOro CO MHOW HUKOTA He ObIBaeT. Y



MeHSI TIPEKPACHOE 3I0POBbE, Thl ATO OTJIUYHO 3HAEIIIb, BEAb Th
K€ caM yXa)KMBaelllb 32 MHOM, TOYHO 32 YMHUPAIOLIUM.

— A y 1e0s Bce-Taku 110X0M BUA. ThI CJMIIIKOM MHOTO pado-
Taelb. [Toyemy Tl He IOpy4Yaelb BCIO Ty padOTy ceKpeTapsim?

Botbe ykazan Ha Kydy nucem, niepes KoTopsiMu cuaesl Mep-
kep. Tor noxai riedamu:

— [lotomy, 4TO BCe PEeIIUTENBHO HAIO JIE1aTh caMoMy. A Kak
TOJIbKO TIOPYYHMIIb Pa0OTy KOMY-HUOY/Ib, TaK YK HABEPHSIKA UTO-
HUOYb Aa HaryTaoT. .. O! C caMbiMu JTy4IIMMU HAMEPEHUSIMH,
OT ycepaus, OT CTapaTeJIbHOCTU WK OT JKeJJaHUsI XOPOUIO CJie-
nath... Bee, 4To 5 1O JIeHOCTH mepeato APyruMm, Beeraa ObIBaeT
TJIOXO TIOHSITO, IJIOXO MCIOJMHEHO. MoxkeT ObITh, 3TO camMOyBe-
PEHHOCTh, MaHUsI, BCE, UTO XOUelllb, HO 5 JIOBEPSII0 TOJILKO CaMO-
My cebe. MHe HyKHO JIBe KM3HH, YTOOBI Bce Tieperiesnarh. $1 mo-
YTU HE CIUTIO, HUKOT/IA He pa3pelnal cede HA OJJHOTO Jaca CBO-
0071l 1 ¢ OOJTBIITUM TPYAOM CITPABJISIOCH C €5KeJTHEBHON Pa0OTOM.
DTO BEYHOE MYUYEHHUE, U OHO TEP3AET MEHA. Y MEHS peryTalus,
Y, IO-MOEMY, CITPaBEeJIMBAsA, HEYKPOTUMO SHEPrUYHOIO Yesio-
Beka. 51 yecTomoOuB 1 MOy TIOJHOE YOBJIETBOPEHUE CBOE-
My 4eCTOTOOUIO; B COPOK JIeT 51 — MUHUCTD; FOfia Yepes JiBa, Mpu
TIEpPBOM 3Ke CITydae, 51 9TO 3Halo, s Oy1y Ipe3uaeHToM coBeta. To,
9TO 51 TeOE TOBOPIO, HE XBACTOBCTBO, a ICTHHHAS ITpaB/a. Bee aTo
npaB/a, HO ObIBAIOT MOMEHTHI, KOTJIa 1 YYBCTBYIO ceOs1 pa3/aB-
JICHHBIM TaKOW KW3HBIO U MAJIOAYIITHO MEUTal0 XOTs Obl O Kpat-
KoM oTabixe. [ToiiMu MeHs1, ApYr MO, — s HE KUBY; 51 — MaIIMHA
IUIst paOOTHI. .. ¥ IS TIPEJICTAaBUTENNLCTBA. M 3TO MEeHS yrHeTaer



Ootbilie BCEro, MpsIMO HE MOTY CKaszaTh TeOe Kak, MOTOMY 4To,
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MPEACTABUTENBLCTBO HE HY:KHO. [loHuMaern?
CoBepIlIeHHO He HY)HO! DTO — IeKopalus, 3TO — Mnapaj, Heu3-
OeKHbIN, HO HUKYEMHBIN. . . [1a, 1 3Ha10, A cam co3/1ajl ceOe Takoe
CYIIIECTBOBaHUE, HO, MIOBTOPSIIO: 9TO HE 3HAUUT, COOCTBEHHO T'0-
BOp#I, KUTh. MHE HE3HAKOMBI TaKKe CJIOBA, KaK: OPOIUTh, Me-
TaTh, BECEJUTHCS, KUTh. .. [la-na, sxuth! S mpex e Bcero gomkeH
NOJ|/IEP)KUBATh CBOIO peryTaniuio. /{15 Bcero Mupa st — 4epCTBbIi,
CYPOBBII, CEPbE3HBIN YEJIOBEK. .. DTO MOSI peIyTalys, 1 51 BO YTO
OBbI TO HU CTAJIO JIOJDKEH MTPOJIOJIKAThH OBITh TAKUM. S — Ha BUILY,
s1 — Ha BepIIMHE, Thl 3Haelllb, MHe, oJ00HO Harosneony, Hemb3s
MO3BOJIATH ce0e pe3KuX OBUKEHUH. .. BOT 51 u ckyyaio. Henpas-
nonono6Ho, a? Ckydatormii Mepkep! Uto nonenaenip, s He Ka-
MEHHBIH, 51 He OPOH30Basl CTaTysl, HECMOTPS Ha BCe, MHE WHOT/Ia
OuYeHb XOTEJIOCh ObI KUTh. . .

Hacrynuio monmyanue.

— Kenwucs, — ckazan Bapyr Borse.

— Pa3Be y mens ectb Bpemsa? [la, s BUKY MHOIJA KEHIIUH,
KOTOpbIE MOTJI Obl MHE TIOHPABUThCS. Takux mMasio, HO...

— Xunsoepra I'epnus, Hanpumep. OHa ymHasi, Ooratas, Xo-
poITIleHbKasl JKeHINMHA; el He Oobine Tpuanard. OHa OBIOBeNa
JIET IATh Ha3a M JOCTATOYHO 3HAET KHU3Hb. ..

— MoxeT ObITh. .. Ho OHa MeHs He oOuT. A MHE HEKOI1a HU
3aCTaBUTh MOTIOOUTH ceOsl, HU caMOMYy TOJII0OUTH. .. [la, KoHed-
HO, OHa MHe HpaBuTcs. JloJkeH cka3aTh, YTO OHA — €[IMHCTBEH-
Has JKEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi, MHE Ka3aJIOCh, HE MOXKET HaJI0ECTh XO-



Ts1 ObI MeCsI1Ia TP TIOCIe CBaIbObI. .. Takue JIou, Kak s, He COo-
31aHbl Ui Opaka... Kro xoder padorarh, TOT HykIaeTcs B TOJ-
HOH HE3aBUCHMOCTH. 1 TOIKeH CMUPUTHCS C STUM. MosT KU3Hb
— 3T0 yecTomodue, Kapbepa, Tpyd. TOJbKO. .. TOIbKO MHE MHO-
IJ1a KQXeTcsl, YTO UMEHHO TaKasl KeHIIMHA, KaK OHa, MOTJIa Obl
NIOMOYb MHE.

Heckonbko MUHYT OH OBLT 33/lyMYMB, 3aTeM, 1O CBOEH MpH-
BBIUKE I0aB TUIeYaMu, Kak OyITO roBopsi: «A, BCE PaBHO», —
3aKypuJI IAMMPOCY U CTAJ OMSATh pacreyaTbiBaTh KOHBEPTHI.

— [Ipoctn MeHs1, — ckazan OH Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl. — DTO
TIOYTH MeXaHn4ecKasi paboTa, He MelakoIiasi MHE TOBOPHUTb.

— Berpevaetcst uto-HuOyab MHTEpECHOE?

— IMourn HUKOrAa. AHOHMUMHBIE MMUCHbMA, pa3HbIe TIYMOCTH,
HEeoOOCHOBaHHBIE XOATalCTBa, Open cymactesirero. U, neBarsb
pa3 U3 JecsATH, CBEACHMS, UHTEPECHBIE C TIEPBOTO B3IJISA/AA, HO
KOTOpbIE OKa3bIBAIOTCS JIOKHBIMH.

— Cnymaii, — ckazan Bapyr BoTtbe, — nelicTBUTENbHO, Y TeOs
o4eHb TI0Xo B Ecnu Obl s1 He BeICTyIIa TeOsl IHS TpU-de-
ThIpE TOMY Hazaj, s Obl criesiai 1o ceiiuac. Ho toraa s ycmoko-
WJICS M 3HAI0, YTO 3TO TOJIbKO MepeyTomiieHue. .. [loatomy s co-
BeTYyI0 TeOe, M COBETYIO OYeHb Cepbe3HO, CcraTh moodobie. Mo-
JKeIllb MPUHIMATh HEMHOTO CTPUXHUHY.

Mepkep noxai rieyamu:

— Ecnu xouertrp, 51 cbIXas, 4To 9TO CPeICTBO MOA0AAPUBAET. . .
Ho s BenukonenHo cebst 4yBCTBYIO.

OH ymonk. Y Hero B pykax ObUT OOBIKHOBEHHBIA KEITHIA



KOHBEPT, Ha KOTOPOM 3eJICHBIMU YEepHIJIAMU, KPYITHBIM KpYT-
JIBIM TTIOYEPKOM OBLITM HAIKCAHBI €ro ajpec, (haMuivs, a HaBep-
Xy CJIOBa, TPUXK[IBI MOTYEPKHYTHIE: «B coOcTBeHHBIE pyki». OH
BCKPbUI KOHBEPT, BBITAIIM TMCbMO U IIPOCMOTPEJ €ro.

— OnsATh, — MPOOOPMOTAIT OH C JIETKOU YJIBIOKOU. — HacToii-
YUBBIN!

— Yro 310 Takoe?

— 370, BO3MOXKHO, YTO-HUOY/Ib 3HAUMTEIIbHOE, HO BEPOsITHEE
— 3710 nyctsku. Ha, npouTu!

Bortbe B3s11 muckMo. OHO OBUIO HaNMCAaHO Ha OyMare B KJIETKY
U TaK Ke, Kak U KOHBEpT, 3eJieHbIMU uepHuiiamu. OH mpoyert:

«[ocnogua MUHKCTP!

D10 muckMo — Tpethe. Ecim oHO He OygeTr HUMeETh
HUKAaKOro ycriexa, Kak M JBa MpeAblayIIux, s Oymy
NPOJOJIKATh IIUCATH BaM KaKIAyI0 HE/IEN0, TOKa He JOObIOCh
TOTO, YE€ro X04y: yBUAEThCS C BAMH.

CerogHs 51 onsITh Oyly XOOWTh B3aJ M BIIEpeja BIONb
orpajsl caguka y nepkBu CeH-Kepmen-ie-Tlpe, Ha yriy
wiomaayd 1 yaumbl A603. 1 Oyay Bac kmaTh OT JecATH
10 OOUMHHAIIATA. DTO MECTO JOCTATOYHO JIOTHOE, UYTOOBI
MBICTTb (KaK Obl HEBEpOSITHA OHA HU ObUIA) O KaKOW-HUOY/Ib
3amajjHe He OCTAaHOBUJIA Obl BaC, U OHO JIOCTATOYHO TIIyXOe
JUIL TOTO, 4YTOOBI HaIllel BCTpeYe MOMEIIald CIUIIKOM
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE MPoXoXxue. HarmomuHaio Bam, 4TO Ha MHE
Oy/leT 4yepHas IUIANA C OMYIIEHHBIMHU TIOJSIMH M CEpoe,
CTJILHOTO IIBETa MaJbTO C TIOOHATHIM BOPOTHUKOM. f1
BCEMU CWJIAMU HAcTaumBalo, 4yToObl Bbl Mpunui. He xouy



HAMKCaTh B IUChME TO, YTO S AOJDKEH BaM CKa3aThb U 4TO
MHE KaXeTcsl O4YeHb BaXHBIM M IJIA Bac, M VIS MEHS:
s1 yBEPEH, UTO BbI B 3TOM cpasy ke yoemutech. M noiimure,
YTO IJ1A MeHsA ObUIO OBl HEBO3MOKHO JEMCTBOBATh MHAYE,
YyeM s ICHCTBYIO ceiyac, JJisi TOro, YTOObl BCTPETUTHCS C
BamMH. $l OTJIMYHO 3HAIO, YTO 3TU POMAHTHUYECKO-IETCKHE
Ha BUJ TPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH KAXyTCsA BaM CMEIIHBIMU U
YTO Ha3HAYaTh HEM3BECTHOMY YE€JIOBEKY CBUIaHKE — HAIJIO,
TMOJIO3PUTEITLHO 1 Heseno. Y Bce-Taku HeoOX0AUMO, YTOOBI
BbI npuiLTi. [TOBTOPSII0, C IEPBBIX K€ MUHYT CBU/IAHUSI BbI
noimere Bce. Sl He MOry NEWCTBOBAThH JAPYTMM OOpa3oM;
VMHaue Halle CBHUIaHue OydeT Oecroie3HbM. YBepsio
Bac: Bbl JIOJDKHBI MPUHATH. $I He OOMaHBIBalO Bac U He
00MaHBIBAIOCh CaM: 3TO OYeHb BakHO! BoT yBHaMTE.

[Tponomkalo mucath BaM 3eJICHbIMUA YEPHUJIAMM: eIle
OJIHA MOSI CTPaHHOCTb, pe0suecKass U HeHyxHas. Ho stor
[[BET YEPHWI MpHBJCUYET Ballle BHUMAaHUE, U S HAJIEIOCh,
YTO €CJIM Bbl XOTh CKOJIbKO-HUOYIb 3aWHTEPECyeTech, TO
BCErga OTIMYUTE MOE MUChMO U mpoutere. Ecim 310 He
TaK, TO, y3HaB MO€ IMMCbMO, BbI OynieTe cpa3y Opocarth ero B
KOp3UHY, He pacrievaTbiBass. HO HACKOJIbKO BCeM M3BECTEH
Balll XapakTep, 51 AyMalo, 4To Bbl ripouteTe. .. 1 yBepeH, uto
BBl PAHO WJIM TO3JHO TpuzeTe. Bo3amMoxHO, uto 310 Oyner
CKOpo. 3aueM TepsATh BpeMs? f maxe Haierch, YTO ITO
Oy/IeT CErOHS BEYEPOM».

[Moanucy nox NUCbMOM He ObLIO.
Botsbe, He roBOpsl HU CJI0Ba, BEpHYJI NUChbMO Mepkepy.
— 4l noiixy ceromHst Beuepom, — BAPYT PEIII TOT.



— Bor eme! Yto 3a panTazus, — ckazan uzymieHHblii Borbe.

— Hla, mouny! Yxe B NpOLUIbIA YETBEPr, KOIAA S MOIYYNsI
npeaplayllee, BTOPOe, MUCbMO, MHE 3aXOTEJIOCh TIOUTH.

— Ho 15! puckyenis. ..

—Yem? ¥V MeHs1, KOHEUHO, €CTh BParu, Kak y Bcex, 1 B 0COOEH-
HOCTH KaK Y BCAKOI'O ITPEYCIEBAIOLIETO MOJIMTUYECKOTO ACATEIA.
Ho s He 3Hat0, KTO Obl U3 MOMX BparoB MOT CEphe3HO HEHABU/IETD
MeHs. DTO BCE TOJbKO CONEPHUYECTBO, 3aBUCTb, OOUBL... OT
HUX MOTYT OBITh HEOOJIBIIINE TTOTUTUIECKHE TTOJBOXU — U TOJIb-
ko. Her, npyr MoH, 51 B 3T0 He Bepro. DTO HE MOM CTUJIb. S He
co3zad g Menoapamsl! JlormycTuM camoe HEBO3MOKHOE, YTO
KTO-HUOY/Ib HEHABUJUT MEH$I TaK, YTO TOTOB MOKYCUThLCS HA MOIO
Ku3Hb. .. Torga, BMECTo Toro, Yto0bpl Ha3HAYATh TAKOE CTPAHHOE
CBHUJIaHUE, Ha KOTOPOE 51 WIX HE IpHUIYy COBCEM, WM IIPULY C
TIOJTHBIM HEJIOBEPUEM, TAKON MOM «Bpar» MPOCTO-HAITPOCTO MO-
KET MEHs XK JaTh Ha yJIUIIE, KOrJa s BBIXOKY, YTOOBI IEIIKOM U/~
TH JOMOM, KaK g 9T0 4Jacto aejan. U 3aueMm... Her!.. 910 HeBe-
posatHo! Kto MeHs Tak HeHaBuauT? [louemy? DTO HE MMeeT HU
MaJlerIero ocHoBanusi. .. Kisinych tede. 1o mucemo. .. B Hem
YTO-TO JIPYTOE. ..

— Moxet ObITh, 3TO KaKOW-HUOYJb NIYTHUK JYPHOTO TOHA.
Emy xouertcst ToCTaBUTh cebe YIOBOILCTBUE MUCTH(DUIIMPOBATH
BUJHOIO TOJIUTUYECKOTO AEATENsA, OH XOYeT MOALIYTUTbh Hal
Knonom Mepkepom. Eciu 310 Tak, To OH monpoOyeT 3J10ynoTpe-
OUTH TBOEH JIETKOBEPHOCTHIO M OyJIeT paccKa3biBaTh TeOe HeObI-
JIMITBI WJTH K€ CTIPSTYETCS M C BOCTOProM OyJeT CIeANTbh, KaK ThI



TyJIsienlib BAOJIb Orpasl... A Ha OymyIieid Hefesie BCSl 9Ta UCTO-
pusi TIOSIBUTCSI B KAKOM-HUOY/Ib IOMOPUCTUYECKOM KYpHAJIE U C
KOMMEHTAPUSIMU. . .

Mepkep Haxmypus OpoBuU:

— IlytHuk? Bor npuayman! C Knogom Mepkepom He Iy TAT.
MeHs xopomo 3HawT. 1 oThIy MUCTH(PUKATOPA, U OH TEM WA
WHBIM CIIOCOOOM, HO IOPOTO MHE 3a 3TO 3arUIaTUT. B KOHIIe KOH-
OB, 4TOObI 3aCTPaxXOBaThCsl OT CIPSATABIIErOCs] MUCTU(HUKATO-
pa, s MPOCTO MpOoely CHayaja 4yepe3 IUIOMAb; €CJU 1 HUKOTIO
HE YBUKY, 5 HE MOUAY, U MEHSI HUKTO HE YBUAUT. MOXHO ele
IPE/INOJIOKUTh, YTO 3TO cyMacmeqmui. Ho He moxoxke, 4ToObl
9TU MHUChbMA MUCaA OE3yMHBIN... A KpOMe TOro, 3Haelllb, s TaK
9TUM 3auHTepecoBaH. CaM He 3HAI0 [I0YEMY, HO BCE TO KaKETCH
MHE OY€Hb CEPbE3HBIM. Y MEHS TAKOE BIIEYATIIEHUE, YTO TYT €CTh
YTO-TO MHTEpecHoe. .. HeOobInast mporyJika B JecsITh 4aCoOB Be-
yepa B Cen-Kepmen-ne-Ilpe Oyner nis MeHst pazHooOpasueM
cpeny MoMX pabouMX BEYepOB U BHIE3JOB. B 3TOM ecTh 4TO-TO
KPacHBOE, YTO-TO POMAaHTUYECKOE, Kakasi-TO XU3Hb. Bepp MHe,
s1 COBCEM He HaMBHBIM MAJIbYMK, HO OTTOTO, 4YTO 51 HE KUBY, YTO
s paboTaio 0e3 nepepliKy, BO MHE OCTAJI0Ch MHOTO IETCKOTO. . .
3Haellb, 3Ta UCTOPUSI HEMHOTO TI03a0aBUT MEHsI. A 51 TaK 3TUM
He nu30asoBaH!

Botbe nogHAIICA:

— Ilopa yxoguts! S BUXKy, YTO Thl PELIWIICS UITU CETOHS Be-
4epoM; XOUelllb, 51 IOMIy ¢ TOOO0i?

— Her! Her! Tyt HanucaHo, 9ToOBl s pUXOIWI OavH. S u



noray. Ilotepsito yac BpemeHH. 3aTteM MOSIBIOCh HA TIPUEME B
MUHHCTEPCTBE MHOCTPAHHBIX JIeJT. DKUIMax OyJIeT MeHs K/1aTh, U
B JIBEHA/ILIATh s BEPHYCh Clofia padoTats. [Iprxoau 3aBTpa yTpoM,
s pacckaxy Tebe Bce, yTo mpousonaet... Eciu BooOie npo-
U30MJET YTO-HUOYIb TaKoe, O YeM OydeT uTo pacckasarh... [lo
CBUJIAHUSI, CTApUHA.

— Jlo 3aBTpa! 4 mpumy B 1ecsATh, U Thl MHE PACCKaXKEIb Pa3-
rajIky MUchbMa, HaIMCAHHOTO 3€JIEHBIMU YEpHUJIaMU, — CKa3all,
ynbiOasich, Botbe.

OHu OOMEHSUTUCHh PYKOTIOKATUSIMU, U BoThe yimer.

Mepkep CIIOKHII MUCBMO, OIYCTHJI €ro B KapMaH U TO3Bal
ceKkpeTapei 3aHMMaTbCsl TeKyn MU fesiaMu. Ho MbIcib o cTpas-
HOM CBUJIaHUM BCEIIeNIO BJajiesla UM B MPOAOJIKEHUE BCEro pa-
6odero JqHs.



I'naBa 11
CBunanue

TyMmaH, KOTOPBIi CJIETKa paccesuics IHEM, CTaJl K Beuepy elle
rymie. CuHeBaTOM, MATKOW ThbMOM OH HETOJIBMKHO 3aIrlOJIOHUIT
VJIMIIBI, 3arTYIIHIT BCE 3BYKH, MPUTYIIAI CBeT (poHapei, KOTo-
phIli CKBO3b TIEJIeHY TyMaHa Ka3aJics pacCessHHBIM M KaKUM-TO
HepeasbHbIM CIIEKTPOM.

[Tpo6uiio yeTBepTh IBeHaALaTOro, koraa Kiog Mepkep ocra-
HOBMJI 3Kuniax Ha yriy OynabBapa CeH-Kepmen u yiurpl CeH-
Benya; 310 ObUI CTaphiii (priakp, KOTOPBIM OH HAHST HEJAIEKO
oT MmuHucTepcTBa. Ho ero HamepeHue rnpoexarh CHavyaJla B 9KU-
naxe, 9ToObl yOeIuThCs, KIET JIU ero KTo-HUOYydb, OKa3aJoch
HEOCYIIECTBUMBIM; YKe 3a TIATh METPOB HUYETO He OBLIIO BUTHO.
OH BbIIIEN ¥ PACIIIATHIICS C U3BO3UYMKOM; OBICTPHIMH IIIAraMU
JIOIIIe JI0 TJIOIIA/IH, TIEPECeK €€ U MPOIIie] MUMO IIEPKBH.

OH ycrplman mard Waymero K HeMy HaBCTpedy 4esloBeKa
paHbIle, YeM pa3IuIuiI CKBO3b TYCTYIO 3aBECY, JIENABIIYI0 HOUb
eme Oosiee TeMHOM, ero cuiry3T. Ha HeM ObUIO IMHHOE TeM-
HO-CEpOe MaJIbTO, C MOJHSATHIM BOPOTHUKOM, CKPHIBABIIIMM HU3
JIMIIA; OMYIIEHHBIE MOJIsI IIUISANbBI Opocaiv TeHb Ha JIOO U 1J1a3a,
CKPBITHIE eITle KPYIJILIMA OUKAMU C JKEJITBIMU CTEKJIAMH.

[To HeoOBbsCHUMOM TPUYUHE JTIOOOMBITCTBO, KOTOPOE TIpUBe-
7o Kitoga Mepkepa Ha 310 cTpaHHOE CBUIaHUE, BAPYT UCUE3TIO U
CMEHUJIOCh, KaK 3TO YacTO y Hero ObIBajio, BHE3AIHBIM MPHUCTY-



oM pazzpaxkeHusi. «Bce 3To yxxacHo mymo, — ¢ 10caoil cKkaszal
oH cebe. — BoTbe ObLT mpaB: Kako# 51 MAMOT, YTO TPHIIET CIOAa».
N oH pe3ko crpocuil 4esloBeKa, KOTOPBIM B 3TY MUHYTY OCTaHO-
BUJICS TIOYTH HA LIAr OT HEro0 U KOTOPOI'O OH TIIETHO CTapajics
pas3IIsAeTh:

— 910 BBl ucasid MHe? YT0 310 3HaUMT? YTO BBI XOTUTE?

— 1 ObLT yBepeH, UTO Bbl B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MTPUETE, — MEJICH-
HO Y COBEPILIEHHO CIIOKOWHO ITPOrOBOPHII OH ITyXHUM OJIOCOM. —
W ecnu BB npunuiv, TO He BHaJadTe B pa3apaxkeHue. Bce Bbi-
IJIAAUT, KOHEYHO, OYE€Hb MEJIOAPAMaTUYHO M CMEIIHO, HO 1 He
MOT TOCTYIIUTh WHAYE.

«W roe s, yept modepu, CIbIIIAT 3TOT TOJI0C?» — MOAyMAal
Mepkep.

Hesnakomenr Opocun BOKpyr ceOsi ObICTpHIA B3MIsA. DTa
YacTh IJIOMAIN OblJTa COBEPIEHHO IyCcTasi, U TyMaH 3aKpbIBa
uX 00OMX CBOMMU OOJIAYHBIMU CTEHAMHU.

— INoiigemte k TOMy (pOHapIO, — CKa3aJl YelIOBEK, — U Bbl BCE
HOVMETE.

Mepxkep, yAMBIEHHBIN STUM XJIaJHOKPOBUEM M CHOBA 3aWH-
TPUTOBaHHBIH, IIPOILIEN 32 HUM HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB. Y (poHaps ue-
JoBeK ocTtaHoBWICS. OH OBICTPO CIABMHYJI 3a 3aTHUIOK IUISILY,
OTOTHYJI BOPOTHUK U CHSUI OUKH.

— IlocmoTpute Ha MeHs, — CKa3ajl OH, BBICTaBJISAS BIIEPE] JIU-
1O.

Mepkep B3IVISIHYJI Ha HErO U cpa3y He OTnan ceOe SICHOrO
oTyera B TOM, 4TO yBuaea. Ho 310 mponomkanocs auiib OqHO



MraoBeHue. OH MOHSUT ¥ B3APOTHYJ OT U3YyMJICHHUS.

— Ho... Kak BBl IOX0XHM Ha MeHs! — cKa3ajl OH. — Bl mopasu-
TEJIbHO MOXOXH Ha MeH: !

U Ha camomM fiesie oHu ObUIM TaK MOXOXH APYT Ha Jpyra, TOu-
HO OJIH ObUT IOPTPETOM JPYroro. Y HUX ObLIM HE TOJIBKO OJIH-
HAKOBBIE YEPTHI, LIBET U 1aXKe BHIPAKECHUE JIMIIA, HO U OTUHAKOBO
HIMPOKME TUIeur; 00a OHU ObLIM OJMHAKOBO MOJHBIMH, TOJIBKO
HEe3HAKOMell ObLT YyTh-UyTh MOBHIIIIE POCTOM.

— 3t0 HeBeposiTHO! — mpodopmoTast Mepkep. — Kak Oyaro s
cromw nepea 3epkaioM. Ho Bce-taku... A-a! — ocenmno ero. — ¥V
BaC YEpHbIE YCbl U TEMHBIE PECHUIIbI! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, 3aMe-
TUB 3Ty JieTaJlb, U3-32 KOTOPOW OH, BEPOSITHO OeCCO3HATEIHHO,
HE MOHSJI cpa3y UX MOJHOIO CXOJCTBA.

He3Hakomelr ybIOHYJICS:

— Jla, HO 51 Tako# *e OJIOH/AMH, KaK U Bbl... I mogymar, 4ro
Oy/IeT OCTOpOXXHEe, €M YIOTpeOUTh HEMHOro Kpacku. OHa Ha-
KJIQ/IbIBAETCS] U CHUMAETCS B OfIHY MUHYTY. .. Tenepb Bbl BUIUTE,
YTO {1 He JIrajl, Korja Iucall, 4To Bbl Cpa3y BCe NOMMETE. . .

— 41 Huyero He noHumalo, — npepsai ero Mepkep. — Bol Ha
MEHS1 MOTPACAIOIIE TTOXOXKH, 3TO MpaB/a, HO. ..

— JlaliTe MHE BO3MOXXHOCTbh BaM OOBSICHUTh, — ITPEPBAJI €T0 B
CBOIO OYepe/lb HE3HAKOMeELl. — Bl JOJIKHBI TOKEPTBOBATh HA 9TO
yac BpeMeHHU. Ternepp, Korjga Bbl MEHS BUJENIU, Bbl HE OTKaXKe-
Te... U, YBEPSIO BAC, Bbl HE MOXKalleeTe 00 ITOM. ..

— Xoporio, — ckazasl Mepkep. — 4 He 3Hal0, 4TO Bbl MHE CKa-
s)kete... M He 3Ha10, KTO BHI. ..



— 51 Bam 310 cKaxy. Kpome Toro, Moe umst He UMeeT OOJIBITIO-
0 3HAYCHUSI, ¥ HEe TIOJIyMaiTe XOTh HA MUHYTY, YTO 51 COOMPAIOCh
TIOBEJIaTh BaM KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib TPOTraTeIbHYIO TAlHY MOCH UJTH Ba-
el ceMbu. Bee [1€10 TObKO B TOM BEIIECTBEHHOM M HEOCIIO-
pUMOM (pakTe, YTO Mbl UCKJIIOUMTEIBHO TOX0XKHU IPYT Ha Jpyra.
Ho 3necp, Ha miomany, Heab3s rOBOPUTH CIOKOMHO. Hanerocsk,
COMIACUTECh 3alTU KO MHE. §l )KUBY psIOM, BO BIOJIHE MPUJINY-
HOM OTelIe.

— Xopolno, uaeM K BaM, — He KoyeOJsch, cKkazasl Mepkep;
MpocTasi ¥ OTKPbITasi MaHEpPa HE3HAKOMIIA IMPOM3BEJIa HA HETrO
XOpolee BIevaT/ieHue.

[TpukITI0YeHre CTaHOBUIIOCH JIIOOOMBITHBIM, U €My HPaBHUJIaCh
9Ta CTpaHHasl TAMHCTBEHHOCTh. OH Bce Oostee 1 Oosiee yBIeKaics
Y 111€J1 32 HE3HAKOMIIEM, Pa3MBIILISsA, K YEMY TOT KJIOHMT.

UYepe3s nsTh MUHYT OHU BOIIUIY B MPUJIMYHBIA U HAa BUJ TUXUA
otenb. Heznakomelr B3su1 kim0, Ha3Bausl ceOsi. Mepkep He pac-
cplIall ero umst. MykurHa B NajbTo OTHEP ABEPb CBOEU KOM-
HaThl B IepBOM 3Taxke. OH BBEJ IOCTS B KOMHATY, 3aXer CBET,
npeokuI Mepkepy Kpeciio U 3aTONuI KaMUH, B KOTOPOM Obl-
JIM 7K€ TIPUTOTOBJIEHBI IPOBA.

Mepkep, cusi B KpaCHOM Kpecie, MalIMHAJIbHO OCMaTpUBa
aKKypaTHO yOpaHHYIO ¥ O4YeHb OaHATbHYI0 KOMHATY.

— DTa KOMHAaTa B CTOPOHE, M HUKTO HE YCJBIIIAT Halll pa3ro-
BOD, — CKa3aJ1 HE3HAKOMell, MOJXO0AsA K 3€pKaly C MOKPBIM I10JIO-
TeHiieM. OH ITpoBeJ1 UM 1o OpoBsiM U pecHuiiam. Korjga He3Hako-
Mell MTOBEPHYJICS K MepKepy, TOT HE MOT OISITh HE B3IPOTHYTh:



9TOT YeJIOBEK Tereph, Oe3 MUIAIBI U ¢ OEJIOKYPhIMH, KaK y HEro,
BOJIOCAMU U yCaMH, eirie OOJIbIIe, YeM B CyMpaKe YJIHIIbI, TTOX0-
JIWJT Ha €10 COOCTBEHHOE 3epKaJIbHOE OTpaKeHHe.

— Ionorigem Kk 3epkaiy, — C HeTeprHeJuBON MHTOHAIUEN CKa-
3a;1 Mepkep.

— Ecimu xotwure.

C MUHYTY OHU CTOSUIM PSIIOM Tiepe] OOJBIITMM HEMHOTO MYT-
HBIM 3€pKaJIOM.

— INopasurenpHo. .. — TUXO IpodopmoTan Mepkep.

— 4l Ka)Xychb HEMHOTO BBIIIIE BAaC, HO 3TO MOTOMY, UTO y MEHSI
TIOBBIIIIE KaOJIyKW Ha carorax, — ClIOKOMHO OOBSICHUJI He3HAKO-
Mell, — TOXE U3 MPEJOCTOPOKHOCTH; MHE XOTEJIOCh, HA BCAKUI
cllyyayl, He IPOIYCTUTh HU OJTHOM JIETaJIu.

— Urak, — ckazan Mepkep, — xay oObsicHeHmid. B uem neno?

— Bot! — He3nakomeli cen nmpoTuB HEro, BHIHYJ U3 KapMaHa
OyMaXXHUK, a U3 OyMaKHUKA — CJIO)KEHHBIN Harle4aTaHHBIN JIH-
CTOK U MPOTsAHYN ero Mepkepy. — Byabre 100phl, MOTpyauTECh
MPOYECTh CHaYasa 3TO.

Mepxkep B3sUT JIUCTOK M Pa3BEPHYJ €ro. ITO oKazanach CTa-
Th$1, BbIPE3aHHAsA, T0-BUJUMOMY, JOBOJIBHO JIABHO U3 KaKOr0-TO
JKypHasia: Ha3BaHUe KypHasia He yka3aHo. OH Mpoyvelt:

«Cmeco

dabpurka IBOIMHUKOB

Takass ¢paOpuka cymectByeT B AMepuke U CHaOxaer
Bechb Mup. Elo ynpaenser HekTo rocnioguH Tiopkeit. Ceit
yBaKaeMblid [PKEHTJIbMEH OCHOBAJI €€ HECKOJIBKO JIET TOMY



Ha3aJ M CyMmel MOBECTH 3TO BaXHOE JIeN0 C SHeprue
¥ yMOM, HEOOXOOMMBIMH JUTSI TIONHOTO Pa3BUTHS TAKOTO
OTJIMYHOTO MPEIIPUATHS.

[TpousBeneHusi TOro JOMa IMPEBOCXOJHOIO KayecTBa
W BHe KOHKypeHIuH. Henb3ss B 3TOM pone caenatb
Huuero Jyumero. [ocnomun Tiopkeln [oBen ero 1o
NpenesioB COBEpIIeHCTBA. [IpeBOCXOIHbIE HCIIOHUTEIH,
COTPYIHMYECTBO KOTOPHIX OH OIUIAYHMBACT, KAK TOBOPHTCS,
Ha BeC 30JI0Ta, CIIOCOOHBI HA TPyIHEHIHEe MpeBpaIieHus
U MOryr Opath Ha ceOs 3aJayd JIOJeH, 3aHUMAIOIIUX
caMble BHIHbIC TIOJIOKEHUsI, UTPAaTh CaMble CIIOXHBIE U
caMble IEKOTIMBBIe ponu Oe3 pucka BbiIaTh cebs. OHu
YMEIOT ObITh JBOMHUKAMU JIIOOBIX BUIHBIX JIHII, KAK CAMbIX
WHMBUIYaJIbHBIX, TAK M CAMbIX TYCKJIBIX, U HU CaMble
OMM3KHe NPy3bsi, HA CaMble sIpble Bparu HUKOTAA He OT/INJaT
UX OT TeX, KOrO OHM N300paxkaioT.

Tocnonuu Tiopkeli JKEeHTIIbBMEH BO IIBETE JIET, OYEeHb
CIMOKOWHBIN Y BOCTIUTAHHBIN.

— He mory BaM TOYHO CcKa3aTh, — OTBETWJI OH Ha
MOH BOIPOC, — HO 3HAI0, YTO JaBHO 3apOAWIIACH Y MEHs
9Ta MbICTb. [loMHHTE poMaH (PpaHIly3CKOTO THCATeNs
Kions Bepra? {1 3a0b11 ero Ha3BaHue. .. [leno mpoucxoauT
B AMepHKe, BO BpeMs BOiHBI TpOTUB padcTBa. Tam
JIEACTBYIOT 1Ba Opara, a0COTIOTHO MOXOKKE IPYT Ha Ipyra;
OHHM COBEpINAIOT BCSAKHE IPECTYIUICHUSI W YCTPAMBAIOT
ApYr Opyry amuOu, TO BCeil BUIMMOCTHA COBEPLICHHO
OeccriopHbie. ITO, MOXKET OBITh, JAJIO TOTYOK MOEH MBICIIH.
OcranpHOE CcO3peno, KOrga s CTajd MPUCTYIIMBAThCS K
’KasobaM JIofeH, CTOSAIMX BBICOKO U UyBCTBYIOIIUX ceOs



HECYACTHBIMH OTTOTO, YTO y HUX COBEpPIIEHHO HET HU
MHUHYTHl TOKOsl. 1 momyman o000 BceM, 4YTO MOXHO W3
9TOTO U3BJICYb, ¥ TIPUHSICA 32 PadOTy. DTO OBUT AOITUN U
TSDKEJIBINA TPy, yBepsiio Bac. Hajo ObLIo MMeTh COMMIHBIN
OCHOBHOM KanuTaJI, YT0OBI 3aBECTH [IEJI0 Ha ITMPOKYIO HOT'Y,
9TOOBl YCTPOUTH HEIVIACHYIO peKjIaMy M Oe3yKOpPU3HEHHO
UCTIONIHUTh TIEpBble 3aKa3bl. B OCOOEHHOCTH CIOXHO
ObLJIO IOCTaTh BEPHBIX, MPEJAHHBIX, YECTHBIX M YMHBIX
COTPYIHHKOB.

,HOH)KGH CKa3zaTb, YTO KJIMEHTHI IIOABUINCH OYEHb
OBICTPO ¥ TIOYTU CaMHU COOOW. DTH JIIOOM TaK U3MYUEHbI
Pa3HBIMU CBETCKUMU OOSI3aHHOCTSIMU, Bble3/IaMU, 3BaHBIMU
o0enaMy M BCIKUMH CKYYHBIMHM COOpHIIIAMH, OT KOTOPBIX
OHM HE CMEIOT OTKa3aTbCs MPOCTO W3 YBAXEHHUs, 4YTO
B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CJIy4yaeB OHM C BOCTOPrOM MpPUHUMAIN
IIpeUIoKEHUs MOMX Ipencrasuresied. Hekoropsle smua
OTHECJIUCh K MOEMY HAauMHAHUIO BHAyajle C HeJOBEpHUEM,
HO KOIJa MOHSUIM, HACKOJBbKO MOM CIy)Kalllde JOCTOWMHBI
MIOJIHOTO JIOBEPUsI, KOTIa BOOUMIO YBUEH, KaK B TOCTHHON
K HUM TOOXOOWI KaKOW-HUOYIb HMX CTAPUHHBIA APYT,
caguics psAIOM, TOBOPUI O CEeMEeHHBIX [eflax, a OHHU
W 3armof03puUTh HE MOIJIM, 4YTO 3TO ObUI JIBOWHUK,
MOCTAaBJICHHBI MHOIO, — TOTJa U OHHM ObLIM 3aBOEBAHBI.
[MockonbKy Bce MOM Ciy’Kaliyde HeOONTIIUBBI, YCEPAHBI U
OYeHb JIeIMKATHBI, & BCE MOU KJIMEHTHI — JIIOAU U30PaHHOTO
oOIIecTBa M XpaHAT B COOCTBEHHBIX MHTEpEcax IOJTHOE
MOJTYaHUE O HaIMX OTHOHICHUAX, TO MOC IPEAIIPUATUC
JOCTHIJIO YCIIeXa U MPOLBETAET.

— MosKHO Bac CIIpOCUTb, Kak Bbl AeiicTByeTe?



— OueHb MPOCTO: HOBHIM KJIMEHT oOpalnaercss KO MHe
U TIPOCUT JaTh eMy JBONHMKA. KonedHo, 3TO BechbMa
Oorarplil YelOBEK, M TaK KaK Temepb MOe MOJIOXKEHHE B
00IIeCTBE OYEHb COJNMIHO, TO 3TO YEJIOBEK, JeJIAlOIINii
kapbepy. [lonumaere? OH TOJNBKO YTO KaKUM-HHUOY/Ib
oOpa3oM BblIBUHYJICA. [loaTOMy eMy Hajo BblE3XKarh,
ObIBaTh Ha CBETCKMX COOpaHMsIX, Ha 3BaHbIX obemax. I[o
OOIIENPU3HAHHOMY MHEHHUIO, 3TO — €IMHCTBEHHBIH CII0cO0
NOJIEPXKUBATh CBOIO CJIaBYy M pas3jlyBaTh CBOE 3HAYEHHE.
HpaBI[a JM 9TO WJIM HET, HO B ITO BEPAT, MU TaK BCE
noctyrnaioT... Ho or 3toro crpagaer paborta, a Takke H
37I0pOBbE: BEUHAs YCTAJIOCTh U CIIMILIKOM OOMJIbHAS €12 Ha
3BaHbIX 0Oeax. BOT TyT-TO M Ha/10 MOIyMaTh O TBOWHHUKE.
HoBasi 3HaMeHUTOCTh OOpaIaeTcsi KO MHe, U 51 CBOXKY €ro ¢
OJIHUM M3 MOUX apTHCTOB, MPUOIM3UTEILHO OJHOTO pOCTa
C HUM U IOXOXKero Ha Hero. Ecim Y MEHA HET TOro, 4to
HAaJ10, TIOJ1 PYKOH, 51 HAYMHAIO TIOUCKH U Haxoxy... 1 uepe3
ABa, camoe OoJblliee TPU Mecslla MO areHT, BCe BpeMs
CNIeNVBINMIA 32 KJIMEHTOM, Majo-TIOMaly BOCHPUHHMAET
€ro BHEIIHOCTb, OH YCBAWBAE€T €ro MaHepbl, JKECTH,
O0COOEHHOCTU. Y HEero, KOHEYHO, TaKHe K& KOCTIOMBI,
M OH OYeHb YIOBJIETBOPUTESHHO TMPEACTABsET €ro Ha
o(pUIUATBHBIX TOPJKECTBAX, HA CBa/IbOAX, MOXOPOHAX, Jake
Ha MapaHbeIX 00eax, a TeM BpeMeHeM OpUTHUHAJ CIOKOWHO
paboTaer B xasate u B Ty(isix y ceOsi nepesi KAMHUHOM.

Mbl MOXEM 3aMEHUTh KOrO YIOIHO, BEpbTE MHE.
Tonbko, YTOOBI HOCTHYD XOPOLIMX PE3YyJbTATOB, HYKHO
MHOro npodeccuoHaIbHbIX ycuinidi 1 aeHer. Ho s Bcerna
JOCTUraj BEpIIMH B CBOEM JieJie, U HU OfIHa Heyjauya



HE OMpaumia Moeill pemyTaiuu. Y HEKOTOPHIX M3 MOUX
CTaphiX KJIMEHTOB €CTh COOCTBEHHBIC JIBOMHUKH, KOTOpPBIE
padoTalT TOJNBKO HAa HHUX, M TaK yHAA4HO, YTO S U cam
HE MOTy OTIMYMTH TEepBeHlla OT ero komuu. 1 moctur
MOpa3UTENIbHBIX PE3YJIbTATOB, YBEPSIO Bac.

Tenepp Bbl mpencrapisiere cebe BCIO I'PaHIHMO3HOCTh
HAIllero TMpeanpusTus. Bl BUOWTE, YTO MBI MOXEM
VAOBJIETBOPUTh BCe TpeOOBaHWS. YBepsl0 Bac: Halld
areHThl — WCKIIOUMTeNIbHBIe monu. [lomymaiite TOJNBKO,
MBI HMMEEM YeCTh OOCIyXHBaThb KOPOHOBAHHBIX 0COO,
1aB rocynapers. .. Jla, koneuno!.. I'mas rocynapers... Ho
octaBUM!.. DTO Kacaercsl yke IUILUIOMATUYECKUX TauH.
3HaiiTe TOJIBKO, IOPOroi MOM, YTO MbI — IIOCTABITUKH CBOEH
MPOMYKIIMA Ha BEChb MUP, YTO HUKTO HUKOrJA HE 3HAET
HaBepHOE, C KEM OH TOBOPHUT. ..»

Cratbsl mpofobKayiach U Jjajiee B TaKOM K€ IOMOPUCTUYE-
CKO-(haHTaCTUECKOM TOHE, HO MepKep He CTasl YUTaTh Jajbliie
1 OpOCHJI Ha CTOJ TOKEITEBIINH JINCTOK, KOTOPHIA cervac xke
OIISITh CJIOKUJICS TIO CTAPhIM CTHOAM.

— U BBI MeHS# 3aTeM MTOOECTIOKOMITH, YTOOBI S TPOYUTAII ITO? —
CIPOCHUJT Pe3KUM TOHOM Mepkep.

— Ja, s Bac moOECOKOW ISl 9TOTO, — OTBEYAJI XO35IUH TeM
K€ TOHOM.

U Teniepp, KOria OH TOBOPUJI CBOMM €CTECTBEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM,
9TOT TOJIOC OKAa3aJiCsl HACTOJIBKO MOXOXKHMM Ha ronoc Mepkepa,
YTO TOT MOT MIPUHATH €r0 3a X0, MOBTOpsiBIIee ero ¢gpazy. U
STOT BJIACTHBIN TOJIOC, KOTOPBIN OB, JEUCTBUTEIHHO, €r0 IOJI0-



COM M KOTOPOMY, KaK OH ITPUBBIK, BCE OKPY:KaIOIIKE €rO MOBU-
HOBAJIMCh O3 KOJieOaHMs1, BBIXO/ISl U3 YCT 3TOrO CTPAHHOTO JIBOM-
HUIKa, 3aCTaBJISIJI €r0 CaMOro MOJAYMHATHCS CBOEMY ABTOPUTETY.
OH, Kak Obl TPOTHB BOJIH, HE MOT JIOMYCTUTh MBICJIH O TIIATEILHO
MOATOTOBJIEHHON MUCTU(PUKAIIMK, HE MOT pacCepaUThCS U cpa3y
yut. OH MoJT4a, IOJTO U MPUCTATIBHO CMOTPEJT HA HE3HAKOMIIA.
3aTteM ckazai:

— Ho Bce-Taku, He 3TO ke Bbl MHE Mpejyiaraere?

Tor KuBHYI.

— 4 He mpeanoNaraio 3701 UIYyTKU C Ballled CTOPOHBI, — CIO-
KOMHO Mpooixkasl Mepkep, — M Bbl MHE KaKeTeCh pa3yMHBIM Ye-
noBekoM. Kpome Toro, kak Obl s1 HM OOPOJICs, Hallle TOpPa3uTeb-
HOE CXOACTBO MEIIAET MHE CYMTATh BAC COBCEM UY:KUM MHE. ITO
HE JIOTMYHO, HO 3TO TaK 1 €CTh Ha caMoM Jeje... CKaxxuTe MHe
OTKPOBEHHO, K 4eMy, COOCTBEHHO, BbI cTpemuTech? Beb He Mo-
*KeTe JKe Bbl, HA CAMOM JieJie, Ha/IesSIThCs POBECTH B JKU3HB OoJiee
WY MeHee CMEITHYI0 IOMOPUCTUYECKYI0 HEOBUTHUITY, KOTOPYIO BbI
3aCTaBUJIM MEHS MPOYECTb. Benp 3TO TONBKO (hbaHTacTUYECKAs
BbIIYMKA. .. O4eHb OCTPOYMHasl, €CJIU XOTHTE. . .

— B camoii JilerkoMbICJIEeHHON (paHTa3uKM KPOeTCsl MHOTa 3ep-
HO TIOJIE3HOW MBICJIM, — CKa3aJl XJIQJHOKPOBHO HE3HAKOMell. —
A nonnmaro Bame usymsienue... Ho... Hy na! Ila, a1 xk atomy
CTPEeMJIIOCh, TOJIBKO K 3TOMY, yBepsio Bac... [lomymaiite!.. Ko-
HEYHO, paHbllle BCEr0 BO3HUKAET OJIMH BOIIPOC, JAX€ PaHbIIe
0OCYK/IEHUSI TOTO, OCYIIIECTBUMO JIA TO, YTO s BaM Mpejiaraio,
WIN HET... DTO BOIPOC: Oy/IET JIM ISl Bac 3TO TMOJIe3HO, TIOHH-



maere. .. none3Ho. O0neryut Ju 3To Baiy paboTy, Bally Kapbe-
Py, BCIO BaIly XU3Hb. § Aymaio, 4To Ja, ¥ 1O TOMY, YTO sI MOT
y3HaTh O BAC U3 ra3eTHBIX CTaTei, U3 CIUIETEH, U3 aHEKIOTOB, KO-
TOpBIE CO3JIAI0T CPEIU IMPOKOU MyOIUKH, BPOJIE MEHsI, TIOHATHE
O BBIJIAIOIIMXCS JIIOISIX, 5 [yMalo, YTO He OIMUOAI0Ch U UTO BHI,
OoJTbIIIE YeM 1, TOro ke MHeHus . .. [lomymaiite 00 aTom. OTBETh-
Te, €CJIM XOTHUTE, MOTOM. A ceifyac NO3BOJIbTE MHE CKa3aTh BaM,
C KeM Bbl umeete fes0. [0BOpio Bam Mpeskjie BCero, 4ro cam s
HE TPEeJICTaBJISII0 KAKOro-HUOY/Ib MOTPSICAIONIETO HHTepeca, HO 5
MPUWINYHBINA Y€JIOBEK, U €CJIM MbI C BAMU CTOJIKYEMCsI, TO JIydIlie,
YTOOBI BbI 3HAJIH, KTO 5. MHE TpUALIATh AEBSITh JIET; HA TOJ MEHb-
111e, YeM BaMm, He Tak Jii? Mens 30ByT Paynb Bepikan. 1o Bron-
He npuemsiemMast (hamMiIusi, Kak Bl qymaete? Moit otert ObuI J10-
pPOKHBIM areHToM B Jloupa, HO Hala ceMbst OPETOHCKOTO TPo-
UCXOXK/IeHUs1, U3 OKpecTHOcTel bpecra.

— YV MeHs Toxke npeaku OpeToHIibl, — ckazan Mepkep. OH 3a-
KypHJI TTAMTMPOCY U BHUMATETBHO CITyIIAJL.

— Jla, 3Ha10, ¥, MOXKET OBITh, HAIIIE CXOICTBO OOBACHAETCS
OYEHb JIaJIbBHUM POACTBOM, KOTOPOTO Mbl C BaMH, KOHEYHO, HE
3HaeM. Bripouem, 3T0 He MMeeT HUKakoro 3HaueHus. EcTb 110-
CTATOYHO MHOT'O CJTy4YaeB CXOJICTBA MEXK]1y JIIOJIbMH, COBEPIIICH-
HO YyKMMH JIPYT JIPYTY, YTOOBI HE HAJ0 OBLIO MCKaTh OOBSICHE-
HUU. B Kakol-TO cTapoy JIereHe TOBOPUTCS, YTO Y KaKAOrO ue-
JIOBEKa Ha 3emJie ecTb CBOW ABOWMHMK. f Baill IBOMHUK, BOT U
Bce! Ho. .. 6yny mponomkats Moo Ororpaduio. S xopoIro yuuni-
cs1 B ['peHoOne, 3aTeM OKOHYMIT I0puIndecKiid (pakyabteT. 1 Tak



KaK y MeHsl He ObLJIO CPEJICTB — OTeIl OCTABHJI MHE B HACJIE/ICTBO
TOJIBKO OKOJIO JIECSITh ThICSY (DpaHKOB, BCE CBOM COEpPEKEHUS, — 51
TIOCTYITHJI FOPUCKOHCYJILTOM B OJTHY U3 MECTHBIX OOJIBIINX aKIIH-
OHepHbIX KoMIanuii. Bot u Bee! [IoGaBimio ernie, 4To 51 He KeHaT.
BbI sicHO MoskeTe ceOe NPe/ICTaBUTh MO0 JKU3Hb: TIPOBUHIIUAITb-
HYIO, TYCKJIYIO, CHIOKOWHYIO U13Hb. HO Tak Kak MeHS He TSHYJIO
HU UrpaTh B KapThl B Kade, HU K JIENApPTAMEHTCKUM UHTPHUTaM,
TO S CTaJl ISl pa3BJICUCHUsI YUTATh BCE: KyPHAIIbI, POMaHBI, HC-
Topuio — Bce. Korjia B skypHasie uim razere MHe Mora/iajioch 4To-
HUOYH 3a0aBHOE, § iesal BeIpe3Ku. Takum oOpa3oM y MeHsI CO-
XpaHWIach CTaThsl, KOTOPYIO s JIaJl BaM IIPOYUTATh, OHA ObLIA Ha-
rieyaraHa JieT MSTHAIIaTh Ha3aJ B KAKOM-TO IOMOPUCTHYECKOM
kypHasie. OHa MeHs1 nopas3uia. Y MeHs OlpeJesieHHbI BKYC K
POMAaHTHKE U K BBITyMKE — €CJIi OHa TIPaBAononooHa. MeHs To-
I71a YBJIEKQJI BOIIPOC O CXONCTBE, U S HEMHOTO M3y4Yal ero, 1o
KpaiiHell Mepe HaCTOJIbKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBUIO BO3MOXKHO C Te-
MU HEMHOTMMHU JaHHBIMH, KOTOPbIE s1 HAXOIMJI TaM B OMOIHOTe-
Kax... HemaBHO sl 9TUM ONATH 3aHSUICA. .. DTO OBUIO B MPOIILIOM
rofy, JIETOM, MecsIeB MATHAAIaTh TOMy Has3ajd. Pa3 yrpowm, ot-
KpbIBasi ra3ety, s ¢ U3yMJICHUEM YBUJIEN HA TIEPBOM CTpaHUIIE
cBo# moptpet. To ecTb y MeHsI ObIJI0 Oecco3HaTeIbHOE BIleYaT-
JIeHWe, TPOAOJIKABIIIeeCs] BCEro OIHY CEKYHILY, YTO 9TO MOH CO0-
CTBEHHBIN IopTpeT. Ha camom zeste 910 ObUT Balll MOPTPET; Baila
(bamumus crosia BHU3Y. 3a TpH JHS 10 STOTO BbI ObUIM Ha3HA-
YeHbl MMHUCTPOM, U BCS TTpecca 3aHuManach Bamu. Ho Bce-Ta-
KU Takoe aOCOMOTHOE (PU3NIECKOe CXOICTBO, KOTOPOE 51 YBUIET



ME>X 1y BAMU M MHOM, TPOU3BEJIO Ha MEHS CUJIbHOE BIleUaT/IeHe.
JlomkeH BaM CKas3aTh, YTO OKPYKAIOLIKE ITOrO HE 3aMETHIIN. Y
MEHsI B TO BpeMsl Oblia ocTpast O0poIKa, KOPOTKO OCTpPHIKEH-
HbIE BOJIOCHI, U SI HOCWJI, U3-3a TIepeyTOMIICHUS 3pEHUs], KEeIToe
neHcHe. Ho cam-To st xopotiio 3Haut ce0st, U s cpaBHIII Barty ¢o-
Torpaduio, MOMEIIEHHYIO B ra3eTe, CO CBOEN CTapOM KapTOUKOU,
CIICJIAHHOW YeThIpe-TISATh JIET TOMY Ha3ajl, Korja s ObUT OPUTHIM.
Mexy Hamu ObLIO TIOJIHOE CXOZCTBO, U s B 9TOM elle Oosee
yOenuics, Korjua JocTa Jiydnnyio Bamty ¢ortorpaduio. lomken
BaM CKa3aTh, YTO Bbl YK€ JIABHO MEHsI 3aMHTEPEeCOBAJIM Balllen
UCKJTIOUUTEITBHO ONeCTSINel Kapbepoil U BCEM TeM, UTO paccKa-
3bIBAJIM O Balllell SHEPruu, O Baliel padoTOCHOCOOHOCTH, O Ba-
IIAX 3aMeYaTeSIbHbIX KaueCTBaX KaK roCyIapCTBEHHOTO JIESTEIIS.
OTKpOBEHHO MPHU3HAIOCH BaM: s ObUT CHaYaJla HAUBHO W TJIYTIO
rop/ TeM, YTO ObLT MOXOX Ha TAKOTO BBIIAIOIIETOCS UETOBEKa;
a TIOTOM MHOI OBJajieNia ’KECTOKask TOCKAa; MHE CTaJIO CTBIIHO,
YTO 51 TOJIBKO CKPOMHBIN CITyKalluil, He UMEIOIIUI Biepein HU-
Yero, KpoMe CKYyYHOro MpOJOJKEHHUSI TAKOTO Ke CEPEHBKOIo 1
OaHaIbHOTO CyIecTBOBaHUSA. S1 roBopuii cede, UTo MpH APYTUX
YCIIOBUSIX $I TOXE, MOXKET ObITh, CTaJT Obl BBIJAIOIIUMCS YeJIOBe-
KOM. 3aTeMm, u3-3a KaKOro-To CTPaHHOIO Pa3/IBOEHUS, MHE Haya-
JIO Ka3aThCsl, YTO 51 OTYACTH Pa3Aesisiio Ballil TpUyMQbl, 32 KOTO-
PbIMU 51 CTPACTHO CJIeWJI MO ra3eram... Kak s1 Bam yxe ropopui
— y MeHs1 6oratoe BOOOpakeHue, U s MOI' CBOOO/IHO TpeaBaTh-
csl eMy, OKOHYMB MOI0O CKPOMHYIO €XeIHEBHYI0 padorty... Bor
TYT 51 ¥ BCIOMHIJT 00 3TOM (PaHTACTHYECKOM pacCKa3e, KOTOPHIH



YK€ paHbllle TaK MOPa3UJl MEHsI, YTO s BBIPE3AJl €r0 U CIIpSATAl. . .
W nakoHer, s cka3an cebe: a mouemy Obl Het? [la, modemy Obl
MHE, B HEKOTOPBIX Clly4dasx, He 3aMeHATb Kiiona Mepkepa, uto-
OBl OH MOT' B 9TO BpeMsl CIIOKOMHO padOTaTh, OTABIXaTh. .. WU
BECEJIUTRCS. . .

OH ymonk. Mepkep, iepxa B ajibliaX Manupocy, ¢ TOOOTbIT-
CTBOM CMOTpEJI Ha HEro.

— IIpopomkaiite, — ckazajl OH HaKOHeEIl.

— IlepBoe, 4yTO MHe 3aXOTeNoCh caeiaTh, — 3TO YBUIETh Bac
coOcTBeHHbIMU I1a3amu. 1 moexan B JInoH, Kyia Bbl O(bUIaIIb-
HO MIPUOBUIM HA OTKPHITHE MAMSATHUKA... HE TIOMHIO YK, KaKo-
My BEJIMKOMY 4YeJIOBEeKY. fl Bac BUJEJ; 51 CIbIIIIA Ballly peyb.
S ybenuiicsi B TIOJIHOM HaIlleM BHEIITHEM CXOJICTBE M B TOM, UTO
y Hac OIMHAKOBBIA Tooc. Ho Torma st 6pu1 HEMHOTO Xyree Bac;
HECKOJIbKO MECSIIIEB YCHJIEHHOTO TIUTAHUs, U s CPABHSLICS C Ba-
MU. B TO ke Bpemsl sl COBEPILIEHCTBOBAJICS B aHIJIUMCKOM SI3bIKE,
TaK Kak y3HaJ, 4TO BHI Oniectsie Biajaeere um. Crasa oory, s cam
OUYE€Hb XOPOIIIO 3HAJ €ro; MOsi MaTh BOCIIUTHIBAIACh B JIOHIOHE
U C JETCTBAa Hayuyusaa MeHsl TOBOPHUTbH MO-aHITIMICKU. I Takxke
THIATEBHO CTAJ U3yYaTh MOJMTUYECKYIO KU3Hb 3a TMOCJeIHUE
TOJIbl ¥ CTapaJiCsi MPUOOPECTH MO3HAHUS TIO SITOHCKOMY HCKYC-
CTBY, IIOTOMY YTO BbI, KQ)XKETCsl, 3HAETE €r0 B COBEpILIEHCTRE?

— 9710 Henpasa, — ckazall Mepkep. — MHe co3ianu Takyio pe-
MyTaIuIO, HO 3TO MpeyBeIrndYeHo. MHe OHO HpaBUTCS, HO Y MEHsI
HET BPEMEHHU 3aHATHCS UM, U 51 HUYETO TOJKOM He 3HaI0.

— Tem nyuriie, mOTOMy 4TO 3TO O4Y€Hb TPYAHO, — CKazal bep-



*aH. — Kopoue roBopsi, s1 ctapasicsi 130 BceX CHII U, 3aMeThTe, 0e3
BCSIKOUM YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, UTO KOTJa-HUOY/Ib PEITyCch OeXaTh
TIOBU/IaTh BAC U MPEJIIOKUTh BaM TaKOE HEBEPOSATHOE COTPYTHH-
yectBO. MHOTAA 51 rOBOpHI cede, YTO 51 MPOCTO CyMACHIEAIIHA,
1 He JyMajl 00 9TOM LIeJIbIMM JHSMH. .. TI0 KpaliHel mMepe, cTa-
pasicst 6osbiie He aAymath. HO 9TO MOCTOSIHHO BO3BpAIaioch U
BJIajIeJI0 MHOM. $1 cCTAaHOBUJICS YeCTOMIOOUB. . . 3a Bac. Mos1 KU3Hb
Kazajach MHe Bce Oosiee U Oosee cepoy, MPECHOW U CKYYHOU.
MHe npencTaBisuioch, YTo, He Tpesiarasi BaM CBOE TOMOIIIH,
s TIpeJialo Haile o0Iee ¢ BaMu Jieio. .. Bee, 4To s TOBOpIO Bam,
OYEHb 3aIyTaHHO M CTPAHHO... HO ¥ MOW MBICJTU ObLIM TAaKUMU
xke... Uro penatp? Haiie ¢ BaMu MoJioxeHUe Takoe HeoObluaii-
Hoe. .. Ml HakoHell, Mecsll TOMY Ha3aj, s BAPYr permics. S B3sut
OTIycK 1o Oose3nu u yexain. [Ipuexas B [lapuk, s ocTaHOBWIICS
31ech. S1 3HAUT 3TOT KBapTaJl, TaK KaK KW 3]IECh BO BpeMsl CBOMX
KpaTtkux Hae3noB B [lapuxk. B nocnennuii pa3 3to ObLI0 YeThipe
rofa Hazaz. Terneps s mpuexat HOUbIO U, PEIIUB CBUIETHCS C Ba-
MU KaK MOXHO CKOpel, cOpvt 60pojty, YTOOBI BB C TIEPBOTO ke
B3[JIsa OBUTH MOPaXeHbI HAIIIMM CXOJICTBOM; 3aTE€M BBIKPACHII
OpOBU U YChI, YTOOBI 3TO CXOJICTBO He OPOCAIOCH B I71a3a BCEM, U
IUISI TOTO K€ YBEJTMUYMII CBOW POCT BHICOKMMU KaOimykamu. [lo-
CJie BCEro 3TOrO s HAMKCAJ BaM MOE€ TIepBOE MHChMO U TOJIBKO
TOI/Ia cpa3y MOHsUI, YTO MHE OYeHb TPYIHO Oy/IeT BCTPETUTHCS C
BamH. $1 He MOT HU MOITHU K BaM, HU MOMPOCUTh BaC MPUHSThH Me-
Hs1, HU OOBSICHUTH B MUCHME, B UeM Jiesio. Eciu Ob1 KTO-HUOY b,
KpOMe Hac, y3HaJ Obl Hallly TaiHy — TOT/IA eIrle 3TO ObljIa TOMb-



KO MOsI TallHa, — HUYEro HeJib3s1 ObUIO OCYIIECTBUTD; TO, UTO S
IIPOCUJT y Bac, ObUIO OYeHb HEOOBIYaHBIM. 51 3TO 3HAT U My4HII-
cs1. Mou niepBbie OKUIaHKS Y PelieTKH [IePKBU MHE MOKa3aJIiCh
6eckoHeuHbIMU. U Bce-TakM Kakoe-TO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO JJABAJIO
MHe Hajexay. Xorute 3HaTh Kakoe? f1 roBopun cebde: «Ha ero
MecTe st Obl HeIPEeMeHHO Tpuiles». M B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 51 OKa3aJ-
cs1 TIpaB, Tak Kak BbI puniuii. C MUHYTY OHU 002 MOJTYAJIH.

— Urak, — MeasieHHO cka3an Mepkep, — Bbl MHE Mpejijiaraere
JercTBUTENHHO 3T0? Y BB MOIJIM XOTh CEKYH[Y MOAYyMaTh, 4TO
s COTJIAITYCh TOTEPATH BCeoOllee yBakeHUe, CTaTh CMEITHBIM,
pa3ouTh Kapbepy U3-3a MPOBEJCHUS B )KU3Hb KAKON-TO HeJIeTon
(banTazum, koTopas, ecau Obl 1 UMeI Oe3yMue MOAIATLCS eil, Obl-
7a Obl 300/IMYeHa B TIEPBYIO ke MUHYTY!.. D10 (hapc, moporoit
MOW, Mesiofipama. .. Bce, 4To XoTuTe. .. HO TOJIBKO YTO-TO HEOCY-
IIECTBUMOE . . . K HECUACTBIO. .. — MPUOABUJI OH TOYHO MTPOTHUB BO-
JIN.

— Bbl roBopure, k HecuacTbio? — cipocui bepxkan.

— 4 roBopwo, k HecuacTho... la! KoneuHo, s1 roBopio — k
HecyacTbio. Ecitu Obl Balile nipeijioxkeHre ObLIO TPUEMIIEMBIM —
KOHEYHO, 51 MPUHsUI OBl ero. 1o camo coOoi oueBuaHO. U 310
Obl1a OBl caMast OoJIbIask yCayra, KOTOpyI0 KTO-TOO MOT OKa-
3aTh MHe. HecMOTpst Ha Bce MOM yCUJIHsI, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO S
OYEHb OBICTPO PAdOTAI0 M HUKOT/IA HE OT/IBIXAI0 OOJIbIIIe, YEM 3TO
CTPOro HeOoOXOAMMO, MHE HUKOT/IA HE YAeTCs CliesiaTh CaMOMy
BCE TO, UTO XOTeJIOCh Obl czienaTh. [lororeHHbli 6e3 nepe/bII-
K1 OelleHoi paboToi, sl He XKUBY. Y MEHsI HET HU MUHYTHI JIJISI



JIMYHOM KWU3HU. EAMHCTBEHHO, YTO CTOMT 3allOMHUTbH U3 TOIO,
YTO BBl 3aCTABUJIM MEHSI IIPOYECTh, — ITO PaOCTBO 3HAMEHHUTOTO
YeJioBeKa, HUKOT/Ia He puHaieskaiero ceobe. KoneuHo, 6110
Obl IPEKPACHO, HEOLIEHEHHO — UMETh JABOIHUKA, KOTOPBIi Obl I1e-
PEBOIUIOTUIICS B Bac, KOTJa BaM HYKHO TOJIKO Ijie-HUOY/Ib TPU-
CYTCTBOBAaTh M MPEACTABUTENIBLCTBOBATD. I 4acTO MeuTan OCBO-
O0IUTHCS OT TOW OUIMATBHON YeyXH, KOTOpasi MPOCTO MpU-
BOJIUT MEHs B OTYAsIHUE, MOIJIoNIast OeCrose3HO OOBIIYIO YacTh
MOET0 BPEMEHH.

Bepxan yneiOHyICS:

— Bot s 1 npeanaraio Bam crnocoo0. ..

— Bbl MHe npesiaraete Kakylo-To 0e3yMHYIO IIYTKY, KOTOPYIO
BBI [IPUAYMa OT Oe31ebsl 1 OilMHOYecTBa. Bbl camu ceds yBe-
pWIM B OCYLIECTBUMOCTH 3TOM XMMEpPHL. Y Bac €CTb OINpaBAa-
HHE B HallleM HEeOOBYallHOM CXOJCTBE... §l UyBCTBYIO, UTO BBI
YECTHBII U UICKPEHHU YeJIOBEeK, MHaye s1 Mor Obl MOAyMaTh, YTO
KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 MOMX COINEPHUKOB WJIM BParoB, KEJAIOIINX 3a-
HATb MOE MECTO, YCTPOWJI 3Ty (PaHTACTUUYECKYIO UCTOPHIO, B Ha-
AeXJe, uTo 5 TIOMaayCh Ha Ty yIOYKY W IOTUOHY. ..

— 970 OBLJIO OBl CIIUIIKOM XMTPOYMHO, — CIIOKOIHO 3aMeTUJI
bepxan. — { gymaro, Bbl XOpOILIO OLIEHUBAETE MOJIOKEHUE . . .

— He HacrauBante! — npepsai ero Mepkep, BcraBas.

— Her, Oyny HacrauBath. Eciv BHI cilylnany 10 cux nop MeHsl,
NocJIynainTe eme. S CaMIKoM XoTea UMETh ¢ BaMH 3TO CBUJA-
HHE, YTOOBI OHO MOIJIO TaK OKOHYUTHCA. .. Bbl IpuHY Xk 1eHbI Oy-
JeTe COITIACUTBCS, MIOTOMY UTO TO, YTO 1 BaM MpejJiarai, BIOJ-



HE OCYIIeCTBUMO. .. MHe KaxeTcsi, Bbl ceOe Bce 9TO He TaK Mpe/-
CTaBJISIETE, KAK 9TO €CTh Ha caMoM jelie. KoHeuHo, eciu Obl s
ObUT areHTOM Balllero Bpara U mpedall Bac, BbIIaB Hallly TaiHY,
B TO BpeMs KOrja s Bac Obl 3aMEHSI. .. 9TO HABPEAWJIO OBl BaM.
Ho Ha camom geite Benp 310 He Tak! BeI oka3pIBaeTe MHE 4ECThb
HE CYMTATh MEHSI TAKMM... U B 3TOM Bbl COBEPIIECHHO IPaBbl.
Bl 3HaeTe, 4To s HE MPOBOKATOP... A KpOME TOro, JIETKO MPo-
BEpUTh BCE TO, YTO 51 pacCKa3biBasl... EJMHCTBEHHO, YTO Bam
MellaeT MPUHSATH MOe COTPYJHUUYECTBO, KOTOPOE /ISl Bac ObLIO
Obl HEOIICHUMBIM, — TO OOsI3Hb, UYTO HAC MOTYT OTKPHITh. Tak
3TO HEBO3MOXHO. [loymaiite XOpOIIeHbKO: BO-IIEPBbIX, SIBHAS
HECOOOPa3HOCTh TAKOTO MPEATNOJIOKEHUsS] — HUKTO HE PUCKHET
3arofIo3pUTh UCTUHY, IO TOTO OHA OyJeT cMela; a BO-BTOPBIX, f,
XOTsI OBl JIJ151 Hauas1a, Oy/ly 3aMeHsTh BaC TOJIbKO B O(DUITUATIBHBIX
TopxkectBax. M Bbl camu OyjieTe MOSIBJISITBCS Ha IPYToW JIeHb WIN
Jlake yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO YacoB. .. Eciv Obl Jaske BO3HUKIIO MOJ0-
3peHue, XOTsl OHO, KJISIHYCh BaM, HEBEPOSITHO, BbI €T0 cerlyac xe
pacceere.

— Ho kak BbI XOTHTE, 4TOOBI BaC, HECMOTPS Ha HAIlle UCKJTIO-
YUTETBHOE CXOJICTBO, Cpa3y ke He pa300aun/iv, He YCTAaHOBIITU
Bally JMIHOCTH .. [IOBTOpSIIO: 3TO, MOKET ObITh, OYEHDb YAAYHBIN
JIMTEPATyPHBIN IIPUEM, HO. ..

— IIpoctute! Kak s yxke ckazal — s u3ydasl 3TOT BOMPOC.
KoHeuHo, 9T0 HEOJHOKPATHO MCHOJIb30BAHHBIN JIUTEPATYPHBIN
MpyeM, HO 3TO He TOJBbKO JIUTepaTypHbI mpueM. B ucropuu
MOXHO HAaWTHM MHOIO COBEPHIEHHO MOPA3HUTENbHBIX MPUMEPOB



TaKOro HeoOBIYaiHOTO cXoacTBa. Y ITnnHus, KHATa BTOpas, IJ1a-
Ba JBAALATh TPEThs, U Banepus Makcuma, KHura Bropas, rjiaBa
nsATHaarTas, ckazano, yto Cypa, ObIBIIUE MPoKOHCYITOM Cu-
IIWJIAW, BCTPETUJICS pa3 ¢ OETHBIM PHIOAKOM, U3YMHUTEIBHO TIO-
XOKMM Ha Hero. Y HHMX ObUTM OJMHAKOBBIC YEPTHI JIUIIA, OJJHA-
KOBOE CJIO;KEHME, Te K€ JBUKEHMSI, TAKOM ke rojIoc, CMeX, U, Ha-
KOHell, OHU 00a 3auKauch. [1o cBuaeresbcTBy Toro xe [mHus,
KHMTa cefibMasl, I7laBa TpuHaaras, y CtpaboHa, OTIia BeJIMKO-
ro [Tommnesi, ObLT MOBap — BBUIMTHIA €ro MOPTPET, KOTOPOro OH
MOT BBI/IaBaTh 3a ceOs1. MOKHO MPUBECTH MHOXKECTBO MOJI0OHBIX
npumepoB. Hanbosee TUMAYHBIN — 3TO CITy4aid, TPOU3OIIE TN
B IIECTHAAIaTOM Beke ¢ Maptunom ['spom. Brl 3Haete?

— He odens xopomo, — ckazain Mepkep.

— Bor B AByX ciioBax B yem Aeiio: Maptus I 3p KeHuIcs O4eHb
MoJIObIM Ha beprpanae ne Posbe u kUil ¢ HeW B JepeBHE, Ha
1ore ®pannuu. Korga eMy MUHYJIO JBaLIaTh 1BA I'O/1a, OH COBEP-
IIAJT KaKyI0-TO MEJIKYI0 Kpaxy U Oexall, He CKa3aB Jake KeHe
Kyna. Bocemp j1eT He OBUTO HMKAaKMX BECTEH OT Hero. 3areM To-
SIBUJICS UEJIOBEK, Ha3bIBaBIMiA cebss MaptuHoMm ['5pom u 10 To-
r0 MOXOXUI Ha HEeTO, UTO BCE MPU3HAIN ero 06e3 BCSIKUX Koyieha-
HUI, HAUMHAS C €r0 YEThIPEX CeCTep U ero keHbl — bepTpaHibl ie
Pornbc, KoTOpas onsTh crajna KHUTb C HUM, Kak ¢ MyskeMm. [Tponuio
HECKOJIBKO JieT; y MaptuHa ['3pa npou3soluia ¢ OJHUM U3 €ro Asi-
JIeUl ccopa Ha IeHeKHOM 1moyBe. [si/151 cTan yTBep:KaaTh, UTO TOT
BEPHYBIIIUICS Y€JI0BEK HE HACTOSIIUN €ro TUIEMSHHUK, U XOTeJl
3aCTaBUTh bepTpaHy Mpu3HaTh, 4TO YEJIOBEK, C KOTOPbIM OHA



Kuiia, He ee Myx. Ho oHa oTBeTHI1a, 4TO €i1-TO JIyullle 3HaTh, YeM
KOMY-JIOO JIPYyroMYy, U UTO «3TO ObUT OO ee MyX, OO JepT
B ero Koxe». U Bce-Taku 310 Obl1 He OH! B onuH mpekpacHblit
J€Hb B JIEPEBHE MOSBWICS YEJIOBEK C AEPEBSHHOW HOTOM U 3a-
SIBWJI, YTO OH HacTosmuid Maptus ['3p, uTo OH Bo3Bpaiiaercs u3
apmuu 1 niotepsi1 Hory nipu ocage Cen-Jlopana. O notpe6oBat
BOCCTaHOBJIeHUs B MpaBax. O6onuM Maprunam [spam crnenanu
OuHyI0 cTaBKy. OHM ObUTH MOPA3UTETHHO IOXOXKU MEXAY COOOM
¥ 003bIBAJIM APYT JIpyra camo3BaHIaMu. Torja mpuBeIn YeThl-
pex cecrep I'apa u beprpanay ne Ponbc. OHM, Kak ¥ B IEPBBIA
pa3, 6e3 maeiiiero kojae0aHus MPU3HAIM B BEpHYBIIIEMCS Ye-
noBeke Maptuna [pa, co3Hanuch B cBoeil oMOKe U 3asiBIIH,
YTO BTOPOM-TO U ObLT HacTosAuM MaptuHoM [3pom, ux OpaTom
u myxeM. Torna noxuelid Maptus [5p, TOT, KOTOPBIY BEpHYJICA
NePBbIM, IPU3HAJICS, YTO OH COJITaJl M YTO Ha CAMOM Jiesie OH ObLI
Apnonbaom e Tunem. Ero nosecuiu.

Bam xe, Kiion Mepkep, He npueTcsi BO3BpaIllaThCs U Tpe-
OoBaTh BOCCTAHOBJIEHHS B TIpaBax, Be/lb €Ciu 51 Oymy JeHCTBO-
BAaTh, TO TOJIbKO C BAILIETO COIJIACUsl... XOTUTE ellle APYrue Npu-
Mepbl?.. Llenblil psaa MCTOPUYECKUX 3arajlok U 3HAMEHUTHIX CY-
JeOHBIX TIPOIIECCOB OCHOBAHBI Ha cxofcTBe. He cront nepeunc-
JITh Bee cirydau. bui sxe Jixeqmurpuid. Bijio 1emo 06 oxepesbe
u3-3a cxoacTBa Mapuu- AHTyaHeTThl ¢ neButier Hukoms Jlers. B
Anriium 661710 HeoObIvaitHoe festo TaitmoopHa, rae OTHOMY XUT-
pPOMY MSICHHMIKY YJQJIOCh BBIIATh ceOsl 32 TIOTOHYBIIIETO B MOpe
HACJIE[IHUKA CTApUHHOM ceMbH. JIo camor MocaeIHEn MUHYTHI,



Jla’ke KOTJIa Cy/lIbHM MPU3HAIM €r0 BUHOBHBIM, MaTh YTOHYBIIIETO
IPOJOIIKAJIA YTBEPIK/IaTh, YTO CAMO3BaHEI] ObUI ee ChIHOM. B AH-
VMM ke BCKPbhUIACch HEJJABHO cTpaiHas TaiiHa J{pyca [Topmian-
Jla, OCHOBaHHAs HA CXOJICTBE MEX/y BHICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIM JIH-
IIOM ¥ TOProBIieM MeOesIbio. DTO Oblla HACTOSIIAs CEHCAIS, CO
BCEMU aKCECCyapaMU 3aXBaThIBAIOIIETO POMAHA: ABOMHAS KU3Hb
— TO KyIIell, TO TepIior, Moj3eMeJbsl, (hasbIMBbie OOPOJIbI, apH-
KW, MHAMBbIE TIOXOPOHBI, T'Pp00, HAIIOJTHEHHBIA CBUHIIOM, TalHBIN
Opak, 1 BCE 3TO MOJIEPKUBATIOCH YbMMH-TO B3HOCAMH.

Bugure: g xopolo u3yuusn 31oT Bonpoc. Bee 3ty npumepsl
JIOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO MOE MPEAIOKEHNE BIOJIHE OCYIIECTBUMO. 1
caMm BHaJaJie Kojiebascs: He 6e3ymMue Jid To, UTo s 3aaymai’?..

—Ho, — npepBan ero Mepkep, — 51 IOHUMAIO COBEPIIIEHHO SICHO
— €CJIM JIOMYCTUTh, UTO Balll TJIaH OCYIIECTBUM, — BCIO BBITOTY
€ro JUIsI MEHsI, HO BaM-TO YTO B 3TOM?

— BuiHO, 4TO BBl COBCEM HE 3HaeTe, UTO 3HAYMT CKydaTh B
MaJIeHbKOM TTPOBUHITUAILHOM FOPOJIKE, — CKa3aJl C JISTKOH rope-
9pi0 Bepxan. — C Tex mop Kak sl Ha4ajx qymarb 00 3TOM, MOsI
’KU3Hb CTajla COBEPIIEHHO HEBBIHOCUMOM. MeHs MOKHUPaJIo 3TO
HeJIeroe YecToNoOue «3a Bac», 0 KOTOPOM 51 BaM TOJIBKO UTO TO-
Bopus. Cam 110 ceGe s1 HUITO; HO, IPUHMMAs yJacTHe B Ballein
JKW3HU, B Balllel cJlaBe, s1 TAKUM 00pa30M CTaHOBJIIOCh YEM-TO. . .
IOyOepoM 3HAMEHUTOTO YesIoBeKa!.. IpaB/a, TOJNBKO AyOnepoMm,
HO B TeUEHME HECKOJIbKMX YacOB MOE camomooue Oy/ieT yaoBe-
TBOPEHO, Yero s caM 1o cebe HUKOTJa He CMOTY JIOOUThCS, TaK
KaK y MEHsI HeT HM IMEHU, HU COCTOSTHHSI, HU CTIOCOOHOCTE, HU



SHEPruM... Sl cpeTHuN YeJOBeK, s 3TO 3HAIO... HO 3TOT CPEeTHUN
YeJIOBEK BHEIIIHE NOXO0K Ha Bac. Mosl €qMHCTBEHHAs yadya, Moe
€IMHCTBEHHOE JTOCTOMHCTBO — 3TO TO, YTO 1 [IOXOX Ha Bac U 4TO
s1 BoOOpas3ui1 cede, YTO MOTY 4TO-HHOYIb U3BJIEYb U3 ITOTO...
3ameTbTe, s1 cCuuTalo ceOs JOCTAaTOYHO YMHBIM, YTOOBI HE HaJe-
JIaTh OTUIOITHOCTEH, KOTOPhIe MOTJIM ObI BCE BBI/IATb.

— Bbl HUYEro He rOBOPUTE O JIEHbIax, — cKkazay Mepkep, npsi-
MO VIS eMy B IJIa3a.

— He crour! I 3na10, uTO BHI Cczienaere Bce, YTO Ha/IO0. Bhl Oy-
JieTe OIUIaYMBaTh MOE CYIIIECTBOBAHUE 3/IECh, BE/Ib OHO OyleT U
BalllUM. A KpOME TOT0 — HO YBEPSIO BaC, TO COBCEM BTOPOCTE-
MIEHHBII BOITPOC, TAK KaK 51 B 3TOM OTHOIIEHNUH COBEPIIEHHO CIIO-
KOEH, — BBl 0OraThl, 1 51 Oy/ly TOJIB30BATHCS BAIIUM OOTaTCTBOM.
W ecnu Bce moieT Tak, KAk HaM XOYeTCsl, a MHAYe W ObITh HE
MOJKET, Bbl MHE 00eCIieunTe CIIOKOMHYIO CTapOCTh. . .

— WTak, — mponoskan oH, U rojioc ero 3aJpoxai OT JIETKOro
BOJIHEHU S, — BbI cormiacHbl! KiisiHych Bam, Ham 310 ynacred... A
B 9TOM YBepeH, NOBTOpsito Bam! M nymaro, 4TO 3TO U MO3BOJISIET
MHE C TaKOW YBEPEHHOCTBIO TOBOPUTH C BaMU... MHe Kaxercs,
YTO s TOBOPIO caM ¢ coOOM. .. fI He cTecHsI0Ch, He KOH(YKYCh. . .
BbI MEHS 32 3TO MPOCTUTE. .. MITaK, peleHo: Bbl COMIACHbI!

— ... a1 He 3Ha... — ckazan Mepkep. — OTKpPOBEHHO rOBO-
Psi, MEHsI 3TO OYeHb COOJIa3HSIeT. .. YiKe O/lHa HeoObIYaiHast CMe-
JIOCTh BAlllero MpoeKTa Moria Obl coOMa3HUTh MeHs. {1 oo
PUCK, €CJIM €CTh 32 UTO PUCKOBATh... fI OYEeHb TOUEH, SICEH U
ypaBHOBeneH. Ho 310 BOBCEe HE 3HAYUT, YTO S OTKA3bIBAIOCh OT



POMaHTU3Ma B KM3HU WU B 3aMbIciiax. B, KOHEUHO, 001yManu
U OT/IeJIau BCE JIETAJIM OCYIIECTBIIEHUS BAIIIETO MPEIIOKEHUSI.
MosxeTe Bbl UX U3JIOKUTh MHE?

— KoHeuHo: mpesxjie Bcero, Mbl JOJKHBI C BaMU B TeueHUE
HEKOTOPOTO BpeMeHH — JIBYX, & MOXET ObIThb, M TPeX He/leNb —
«PEeTeTHPOBATh», YTOOBI sI MOT BIIOJTHE YCBOWTH Ballld MAaHEPbI
Y Balll OObIYHBIE XeCThl. [[J1s1 3TOrO BBI OyJeTe )KepTBOBATh Ya-
COM WJIM IByMsl, KOrja y Bac Oynet cBodoqHoe Bpemsi. Bbl qomxk-
HBI PaccKa3aTh MHE C TOUHOCTBIO, KaK BbI JIepKuTe cedsl B IyO-
JIMKE, Ballle OTHOIIEHUE K JIIO/ISIM, HAXOISIIIMMCS PSIOM C BAMU
Ha O(pUIIMATBHBIX TOPKECTBAX, U Te (ppa3bl, KOTOPHIE BHI OOBIYHO
ropopure. .. Jlymaio, 4To st MOr Obl HAUaTh C KAKOTO-HUOY/Ab OaH-
KeTa, KOHEYHO, He TIPe/ICTaBJIsIoIIero ocodoro 3HaueHus1. Ha ta-
KHX O(pUIIMAILHBIX Tpare3ax Bceraa ObIBaeT MesIblid Psijl JTONeH,
KOTOpBIE BAC COBCEM WJIU TIOUYTH COBCEM He 3HAIOT.

— [la. TTo-moemy, HeT HoJiee OTBPATUTETBHOTO CIIOCO0a TEPSITh
BpeMsi. DTO BXOIUT B KPYT TeX JIESTHUM — /IS MeHsI COBEPIIIEHHO
HE HYXHBIX, — KOTOpbIE HAJIAraloTCsl Ha YeJIOBeKa, CTOSIIErO Yy
BJIACTH, TEM, UTO 51 Ha3bIBAIO MPECTABUTEILCTBEHHBIM 3a0.TyXK-
JeHueM. B Takux cityyasix Bl sIBJISIETECH IIEHTPOM, K KOTOPOMY
CXOJISITCS TISITB/IECSIT, IECTHECIT WU CTO MEJIKUX YeCTOIOOMH,
OTKPOBEHHO MPUHUMAIOIIUX JIMYMHY MPEJaHHOCTH. B Kaxaom
BO3PAXEHUH, B KaXKIOH KpacHOPEUHBOU (popmyne 0 OECKOpHI-
CTUU TpETIeIET Ta ke MojapasyMeBaeMast (ppazouka, KOTopas B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB ¥ OOHApYKUBAETCsI, MTHOTa Tpy00, a MHOT/IA JIOB-
KO 3aMaCKHMpOBaHHAsI, B 3aBUCHIMOCTU OT TeMIlepaMeHTa coOe-



cefHUKa: «51 aroro xouy!».

— Hy u ckentuk e Bbl! — IMpon3Hec cierka cMyeHHbsin bep-
KaH.

— Jla, 1 CKENTUK IO OTHOLIEHUIO K MIEAM, KOIJIa OHU 3TOro
croar... Ho BBl BUAMTE, YTO S ¢ BAMU MPOCTO JTyMAal0 BCIYX...
37O HeNeno, HO, MOBTOPSIIO, s1 HE MOTY 3aCTaBUTh ceOst HE OTHO-
CHTBCS K BaM C UHTUMHOM OecliepeMOHHOCThI0. Harrie vckitioun-
TEJIbHOE CXOACTBO MEIIAET MHE BUJETh B BAC COBEPLIEHHO YyXKO-
ro yejoseka. Hackospko BaM OHO J1a€T yBEPEHHOCTb, HACTOJIb-
KO MEH$I OHO JIeJIa€T JOBEPUUBBIM. 51 HE MOTY ylepXkaTbCsl, 4TO-
Obl HE TOBOPHUTH C BaMU KaK C CaMUM COOOW... XOTs MHE He
CBOMCTBEHHA TaKasl JOBEPUUBOCTD. .. JI0 CHX MOP 5 BBICKa3bIBaJI
€€ TOJIbKO OTHOMY YE€JIOBEKY... €IMHCTBEHHOMY MOEMY JIpYyry,
K KOTOPOMY $I OTHOIITYCh O€3 BCSIKOTO CKETITUIIM3MA. .. BBI TOBO-
UM, YTO HauHeTe ¢ OaHkeTa? Xoporo!

— 41 Toxe, BUANTE, XOUy MPUBBIKHYTh. .. 5l HE OUEHb 3aCTEH-
YKB. .. HO BCE-TAKU ropas/io MeHbIIe Oy/1y CTECHAThCS, eI Oy-
JET CTO YeJIOBEK, YeM Iepe]] OfIHUM WU JByMs, B KaKOM-HU-
Oy/b 4acTHOM Jenie. S Bblydy TO, UTO HaJao OyAeT rOBOPUTb...
Bsl MHOTO roBopure?

— Her, — ckazan Mepkep. — {1 momyanus. — OH 3acMmestica 1
no6aswi: — He 3a0biBaiiTe, 94TO 1 OUEHb MAJIO €M M IHI0 TOJIBKO
BOLY.

— V MeHs1 OObIKHOBEHHBIH armneTuT, — 3aMeTu1 bepxaH, — u 4
IBIO BUHO... HE MHOTO, HO C y/lI0BOJIbCTBUEM. .. Ho 51 06oiiaych
6e3 Hero, OyabTe CIIOKOMHBL. .. BiKy, MHE IpUeTCsl HauaTh Ky-



puTh. MHe Bpay KOrjaa-To 3alpeTui KypeHue u3-3a Cepala, Ho s
CHOBA JIETKO MPUBBIKHY... VTak, Oyay Mpogoikars: He ymMaio,
9YTOOBI MBI MOIJIU U JAJIILIE KUTh B 9TOM OTeJIe; 3/1eCh HEI0CTa-
TOYHO KOM(OPTAOETbHO ISl BaC, U TIOTOM, 3TO MOIJIO Obl TIPe/-
CTaBUTb PsiJI TPAKTUIECKUX HEYNOOCTB. Sl CHUMY KBapTUpY, JTy4-
IIIe BCEro Ha MePBOM ITaXe, M CKaxy, YTO y MEeHsI eCTh Opar, Ko-
TOPBIA MHOTO IMyTEIIECTBYET U MHOT/Ia HaBellaeT MeHs. bpatom
OyzeT npyroii u3 Hac. B iepBoe Bpems 51 Oy/ly Bam He O4€Hb I10-
Jie3eH, HO KOI/a s COBCEM MPUBBIKHY, TO Oydy B COCTOSTHUM 3a-
MEHSTh Bac KaX[IbIi pa3, KOIja BaM He HY)KHO OylIeT «MOpaib-
HO» TPHUCYTCTBOBATH I7ie-HUOYb. S1 CKOPO pa3ydy MOIO pOJib, BbI
MOJKETE IMOJIOKUTHCS Ha MOE IIPUJIEKaHUE, a €CJIU MPEICTABUTCS
HEOXHUJIaHHOE 3aTpy/lHEHUe — sl CyMelo ero oOouTu... TexHuka
3aMeHbl O/IHOTO JPYrMM He CJIOKHa. Bbl Besib HE KUBETE B MU-
HUCTepCTBE?

— Her, g )K1BYy OIMH U OY€Hb CKPOMHO, BOT Y€ MATHAIATh
JIeT, B OHOM U TOM kXe KBapTupe, Ha ynuie JInuib... Y MeHs
BCETO OJIVH JIAKEH.

— IpekpacHo! Korpa 51 Bam Oyay HyXeH, Bbl BhIliIETe OT ceOst
Y Ha HEKOTOPOM pacCTOSTHUM BO3bMETE KUK, YTOOBI 100paTh-
cs1 10 Harel oOmedt kBaptupsl. S Bac xay. 51 omer Tak ke, Kak
Bbl — Kito, Mepkep, — Takoe ke 4yepHoe MajibTo, TAKOU ke KOTe-
JIOK M CTPOrWi TayicTyK. $1 yXOXky M 3aHMMai0 Baiie Mecto. Bbl
OCTaeTech JJ0Ma, Bbl CBOOO/IHBI, BbI CTAHOBUTECH MHOM, U, €CIH
9TO HAJI0JITO U Bbl TOKE XOTUTE BBIMTH, Bbl OAKPAILIMBAETE YChI
1 OPOBH, U3MEHSIETe PUUYECKY, JeIaeTe IpsMOor TpoOop BMECTO



3aYeCaHHbIX Ha3a/ BOJIOC, HaJeBaeTe OOTHHKY C BBICOKMMHU Ka0-
JlyKaMH, KEJITOE MEHCHE, KJIETYATOE NAJIbTO, (PETPOBYIO HUIAMY,
TaJICTyK JlaBajbep. D10 OyJgeT MOW OObIUHBIN KOCTIOM. M moka
s Mepkep, Bbl Bepxkan. § Hazieoch, 9To CKOpo Oyay UMeTh BO3-
MOJKHOCTb JIaBaTh BaM HECKOJIBKO JHEW CBOOOJIBI IMTOAPSIT — [T
CIOKOWHOM paboThl. HO Kak TONBKO MBI HAUHEM Harry padoTy
— HY’)KHO OyJIeT ceifuac ke 0TocjaTh Baiero Jiakesi. OH XopoIio
3HaeT Ballli MIPUBBIYKK. Ero MoryT nopasuth Kakue-HUOY/Ib Ae-
TaJId, KOTrga MHE MPUAETCsA 3aMEHSATh Bac Ha Ballleld KBapTUpe.
HoBeli1 j1akeit, KOTOpBIT OylIeT 1Mo ovepey BUJETh HAC, IPUMET
HAallli NMPUBBIYKY, HE MOJ03pPEBAsi, YTO OHU MPUHAJIEKAT JIBO-
UM pa3HbIM JIIOJAM. MOXeT ObITh, OH OYJIET CYUUTATh BaC Karpus-
HBIM, BOT U Bce... MTtak, Bbl corIacHbI! — 3aKOHYMJI OH C BOOY-
IIEBJICHUEM.

Mepkep 3aaposkail, Kak OyITO OUHYJICS OT CHA:

— Her! Her! Her eme!.. 4 xouy nogymarts... I He OTKa3bI-
Baloch. .. M 3aueM MHe, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OTKa3bIBaThCA? 3aueM
HE BOCITOJIb30BAThCS CIIy4aeM, KOTOPbIH AA€T MHE BO3MOKHOCTH
HECpaBHEHHbIE, KaKUX ellle He ObUIO HU Y OIHOTO YesioBeka. [1o-
cinymiaite, bepxkan, st HU4ero He periai. S Xxouy mocoBeToBaTh-
Csl C OTHUM JPYroM, O KOTOPOM 51 BaM TOJIbKO UTO TOBOPHIL.

— Ho mogymatite, eciiit KTo ObI TO HU OBUIO Y3HAET. ..

— Tonbko He oH! I Bepio eMy, Kak camomy ceOe. 5 He perrych
0OMaHyTh €ro, ¥, KpOMe TOT0, Y HaC HUYero He BBIMJIET, €CITH Mbl
HE NOCBATUM €ro. OH CIIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO MEHS 3HAET. .. A 3aTeM,
s Tak xouy!.. Begp puckyro £, a HE BHI.



OH CcHOBa cTaJ BIACTHBIM, MOYTH TPyObIM MepkepoMm, KOTo-
POMY HUKOI/Ia HUKTO HE CMEJI BO3PaXkarh.

— Xoportio, — mpodopmotan bepskan. — S moHumar. .. Bbl, MO-
XKET OBbITh, XOTUTE TAKUM 00Pa30M MTPUHSATH MEPBI ITPEIOCTOPOK-
HOCTH IPOTUB MeHS1. §l HUUero He Mory BO3pas3uTh, U, TaK Kak s
M3JIOKUJI BaM BCE COBEPUICHHO OTKPOBEHHO, Y MEHSI HET KOJIe-
OaHui, pa3 Bbl TaK YBEPEHBI B BallleM JIpyTe. . .

— ITonoBuHa nepsoro, — BApyr ckazan Mepkep. — A yxoxy.
Bbl nonyuurte Moi OTBET Yepes3 Tpu AHS.

On ymesn. bepxan 3agymancsa. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO HE 3a-
cHeT. Bapyr oH 3ameTu1 Ha cToJie 3a0bIThiii MepKepoM MOpTCH-
rap. OH B3suJ1 MAUPOCY U 3aKypPHII €€, UTOObI, Ha BCAKUM CITyvaid,
MPUYYUUTHCS.

B BOCKkpeceHbe yTpOM MPHUIIIO MUCHMO; OH BCKPBUI €ro C
CHUJTBHO OBIOIIIMMCS cepaiieM. B mricbMe ObUIO TONBKO OTHO CJI0-
BO: «Coracen».

Bep:xaH Bech 3a7posxal, ero Jui0 MPOsICHUIIOCh; EMY TOKa-
3QJI0Ch, YTO OH HAUYMHAET HOBYIO KU3Hb. OH cean JBUKEHUE
IUIeYaMu, TOYHO COPOCHIT ¢ ce0sl KaKyI0-TO TSKECTh — TSKECTh
JOJITUX JIET CEPEeHbKOU JKM3HU O€THOr0 YMHOBHUKA, MPUTBOXK-
JIEHHOTO K OOBIIeHHOM padoTe, 6e3 BCAKUX HaJlexk 1, 6e3 BOTHe-
HUiA, 6e3 oxuaanuii. OH MooIIe] K MyTHOMY 3epKaiy Ikada
MOCMOTpPETh Ha cebsl. .. mocMoTpeTh Ha jmio Kinona Mepkepa B
CBOEM JIMLIE.

3areM BEpHYJICS K CTOIY, B35 JIMCT OymMaru v Harmcat Much-
MO K cebOe, B IPOBUHITNIO, CBOEMY HAYaJIbHUKY.



«l'ocriogux aupexTop!

YecTh WMe0 TIOKOPHEHINE TPOCUTh Bac IPUHSTH
Moo OTcTaBKy. COCTOSTHME MOEro 3/I0pOBbsI 3aCTaBIIsSET
MCHA. .. »

M oT 0XBaTUBILIETO €0 BO36y>K)ICHI/IH €Tro pyka ,HCI';ICTBI/ITQTH)-
HO IpoikKaJjid, KakK y JINXOPaJO4YHOIro OOJILHOTO.



I'naBa II1
Penernnus

[Tocne Broporo ceuaanus ¢ Kiogom Mepkepom Payns bep-
’KaH HaHSUT MAJICHBKYIO KBapTUPY U3 TPeX KOMHAT, KyXHU U y3-
KOT0 KOPU/IOpa; OHA HaXOAWJIACh B CIIOKOMHOM JIOMe Ha OCTPOBE
Cen-Jlyu, Ha HaOepeskHOI MPOTUB JieBoro Oepera CeHsl, Ha yT-
JIy OIHOTO THXOTO Tiepeynika. Bxon B kBapTupy ObLT U3-TI0[ BO-
pOT, HE IOXO/IsI IO MOMEIIEHUS TPUBPATHUIIBI, U TAKUM 00pa3oM
MOKHO OBUIO, XOTsI OBl OTYaCTH, U30eKaTh ee MpodecCHoHAIb-
HOro mo0omnbITcTBa. OKHA ABYX MEPBBIX KOMHAT BBHIXOAWIM Ha
HaOepekHyl0; OKHa TPeThe KOMHATHI, KOTopasi OblIa Ha yIiIy,
¥ OKHA KYXHH BBIXOJWIM B TEPEY/IOK; TaK KaK OHU HAXOVJIHCH
HEBBICOKO OT 3eMJIH 1 OBbLTH O€3 pelIeToK, a TOJbKO CO CTaBHIMM,
TO UMM, TIPH CITyYae, MOKHO ObLIIO BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS KaK IBEPHIO,
MUHYS IPUBPATHHILY.

BepxaH, y KOTOpOTo, TI0 €ro COOCTBEHHOMY IIPU3HAHUIO, ObLIa
CUJIbHASI CKJIOHHOCTh K POMAHTU3MY, OUY€Hb IMOHPABUJIUCH OCO-
OEHHOCTHU 9TOW KBAPTHPHI, U OH OBICTPO yUel BCE BBITOMbI, Ka-
KY€ OHHM MOTYT MPEJCTaBUTh. [IeiCTBUTEIBHO, 9TO OBUIH JTyUIlIvie
YCJIOBHS, TIPH KOTOPBIX MOKHO ObLIO yAOOHEe BCEro COXpPaHHTh
TaliHy ero cmeJoro 3aroopa ¢ Kinogom Mepkepom. OHu 3aKTi0-
Yaju B ceOe BHICIIYIO MPEIOCTOPOKHOCTh U TApaHTHIO0 Oe301ac-
HOCTH, KOTOpas cpa3y Bocxutwia ero. M xorsa Mepkep Haen
CHauasia, 4to ocTpoB CeH-JIyn pacrosiokeH CJMIIKOM JaJIeKO OT



[IEHTpa ero OOIIECTBEHHOM JIeSITEbHOCTH, HO CKOPO caM Ipu-
1IeJ1 K TOMY K€ 3aKJ0ueHuo. bep:kaH HaHs1 Ha CBOe MMS KBap-
TUPY B TPU KOMHATBl U Ha JIEHbI'H, MOITyYeHHble OT Mepkepa,
npocTo 1 KomdopTadenpbHo o0cTaBuI ee. Yepes J1Be Heleu To-
clle UX nepBou BcTpeun y orpapbl nepkeu Cen-Kepmen-ie-Ilpe
OH yXe€ IOCEJIWJICS B HEU.

W BOT TyT-TO, B CpellHeil KOMHATe 3TOW KBapTUPbl, CaMOi
O0JIBLIION KOMHATe, U3 KOTOpol bep:kaH criesa 4to-To Bpojie pa-
060Yero KaOMHETa-rOCTHHOM, COOPAJTUCH B OIMH U3 AeKaOPhCKUX
BeuepoB Mepkep, bepxan u nokrop Borbe.

Korpa, 3a HECKOJIbKO BpEMEHHU /10 3TOro, Mepkep no3HakoMm1
BoTbe co cTpaHHBIM IPe/IIOKEHUEM YeJI0OBEKa, TaK MOXOXKEro Ha
HETro, JIOKTOP UCKPEHHE YIUBHJICS U JA0JT0 OOAyMBIBAII. .. 3aTeM
NO/IHSI [J1a3a Ha Mepkepa U ckazai:

— A nouemy Obl Het?.. [la! [Touemy Obl HeT?.. Hago odeHn
OCTOPOXHO OTKJIOHSAITh OT ce0sl Bce CTPaHHOE U HeoObluaiiHoe,
TOJIBKO TMOTOMY, YTO 3TO YTO-TO CTPAaHHOE M HEOOBIYalHOE. ..
[pennoxenue, caenaHaoe Tede, MOKATyH, eAMHCTBEHHBIA CIO-
€00, 4TOOBI TAKOW BBIJAIOIIMICS YEJOBEK, KaK Thl, CTAl YeM-
TO O0JIee 3HAYUTESIbHBIM, YEM IIPOCTO BBIJAIOIINICS YETIOBEK. . .
Jla, MoMy4YnTh TaKylo, MOYTH BOMIIEOHYI0 BOZMOKHOCTh pa3/iBa-
MBAThCS; UMETh €CIIM He BABOE OOJIbIlle BPEMEHH, YeM Y BCeX
JONeH, TO, BO BCAKOM Cllydae, Ha TpeTh OoJblie. Bce HeHy)xHOe
B TBOEH JKM3HU yHET OT TeOs1, ecu Thl calb ee Apyromy. OH
TIOMOXeET Tebe HeCcTr OpeMsi, B35IB Ha ce0s1 Ty 4acTh, KOTOPYIO Te-
6e He HeoOXOAMMO HEeCTH caMoMy. Takum 00pa3oM, Thl MOXKETITh



enle NpoaepkaThes. .. S roBopio — npoaepxkarbes. Thl cropaelis!
Ecnu TbI He Oy/ielib OTAbIXaTh, TO, KAKOBBI Obl HU ObLITA TBOM CH-
JIbI, SHEPI s, CHOCOOHOCTH K OOpbOE, ThI HE OYJIEIb B COCTOSTHUM
MIPOJOIKATh TBOIO U3HYPUTENIbHYIO paboTy. EcTh oueHb GaHasb-
Hasi, HO aOCOJTIOTHAsI UICTHHA: CHJIBI YeJIOBeKa He Oe3rpaHuYHBI.
TeOe HyXHO BpemsI ISl OT/IbIXa, MHAYE, MOXKET OBbITh, U JIAKe Ha-
BEpHOE, SIBUTCSI BAPYT HeU30€KHbIN, U3HYPSAIOIINN MepepPbIB U3-
3a 6oJe3HM W niepeyTomieHust. Tpedys oT camoro ceOsi CuIII-
KOM MHOT'OTO, Thl PUCKYeIllb KOrJa-HuOy/Ib He TMOMYYUTh HUYE-
ro. Ciry4ailHO OCTpOyMHasl BBIIyMKA 3TOTO Y€JIOBEKa JAeT Te-
06e BO3MOXKHOCTb OTJIOXHYTh: 9TO UCKJTIOUUTEIbHBIN, UYIECHBIMH,
HEBEpOSITHBIN cityvar! Bocnosnb3yiicsi UM WM, 1o KpalHen Me-
pe, mocrapaicsi BOCIOIb30BATbCSA. JTO, KOHEYHO, COBEPILIEHHO
HEOOBIYANHBIN CITy4aid... HEOObIYalHbIA, HO B HEM HET HUYEro
HU3MEHHOT'0, HUUEro MypHOTro, HUYEro TaKOro, YTO MOKET TO-
BpPEIUTh JPYrOMY YEJIOBEKY. DTO MPOTECT — KOTOPBIM, MpaBja,
OCTaHETCSI HEU3BECTHBIM — 3TO TBOM MPOTECT MPOTUB HAITPACHON
MOTEPU BPEMEHU, CBSI3AHHOW C TBOMM MOJOXEHHEM. A Kpome
TOrO, MO-MOEMY, TaKUe JIIO[U, KaK Thbl, — UHCTBEHHbIE CyIbU
CBOMX MOCTYNKOB. YTOOBI BECTH K O1ary cBoe /€10, Thl MOKEIIlb
CBOOOHO TIOJIb30BaThCSl BCEMHU CIIOCOOaMM, Kakue TeOe HYKHBI.

— Urak... Tl ymaelib, s JOJKEH COrJIaCUThCS ?

— a! A Kpome TOrO, €Cliil S U CKaxy Tebe «HeT» — Thl BCe
paBHO coracuilbes. Thl yKe 3TO pelni. Sl He COMHEBAIOCh, YTO
MoOe MHeHue jJjisi TeOsl IEHHO, HO PSZOM C TBOMM OHO HHUYTO.
Hoporoii Moii, s1 ToBopio Tebe, Kak Bceraa, Bce, YTo JyMalo. ..



W npubasisio, 9To ecau Obl ThI He ObLT TAKUM — ThI He ObUT OBl
Knogom Mepkepom... Ho Bce ke... Bce ke COBEPUICHHO SICHO,
YTO TaKOe MHEHHE, KaK TBOE, TaK U MOE, UMeeT 3HaAUCHHE JIUIIIb
IIPY OJIHOM YCJIOBUH, €CJIM 9TO OPUTMHAIIBHOE 3aMellleHHe JIOTH-
YeCKM BO3MOXKHO. I Xo4y ckazaTh: HEOOXOAMMO, YTOOBI CXOJI-
CTBO Mexy ToOou u Paynem bepxkaHoM ObLIIO COBEpIIIEHHBIM,
aOCOJIOTHBIM. .. A 3TOT BOIPOC OJIUH TOJIBKO sl MOTY PEIlUTh,
MOTOMY YTO Bbl MEHsI OJJHOTO IMOCBATWJIM B Ball I1aH. [Toxox
7 Ha TeOsI ITOT YeJIOBEK TaK, Kak Bbl 00a 310 aymaere? ToibKo
KTO-HUOYIb TPETHIA, BU/ISI BAC BMECTE, MOXET PEIIUTh ITOT BO-
npoc. OMBIT ¢ 3epKaJioM, KOTOPBIH THI MPOJIENa, JaeT OOJbIIIre
HaJIeK/Ibl, HO €r0 HeAOCTaTOYHO. MaHephl, MO3bl, KECThl MOTYT,
HECMOTpsI Ha ONMM3KOe CXOACTBO, He ObITh Moxoxumu. Cymeer
i BeprkaH TouHO mogpaxats Tede? S Oymy pyKOBOAUTH UM, HC-
NIPaBJIATh OMMOKY M YKa3bIBaTh Ha JIETAIN, KOTOPHIE Thl, KOHEY-
HO, ¥ CaM He 3Haelllb. B TeueHue 3TUX HECKOJIbKUX HeJleNb, KO-
TOPBIE OCTAIOTCS JI0 €r0 «Ae0ITa» U MOEro OThe3/1a, 51 €ro, eCiu
MOXHO TaK BBIPA3UThCSI, TIOATOTOBIIIO. A eClii HaM He y/IacTcst
JOOUTHCS TTIOJTHOTO COBEPINICHCTRA, MPUIETCS OTKazathes. .. Ho,
Cylsl TIO TOMY, YTO Thl MHE O HEM TOBOPWJI, OH A0ObeTcs... A
KpOMe TOTO, Balll TUIaH JIO TOrO HEOOBIYEH, YTO HE MOXKET BO3-
HUKHYTh HUKAKUX MMOJAO3PEHUN; JIJISI 3TOTO HYKHO, YTOOBI TBOW
JBOWHUK CeJIaJl KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib TPyOeHIyI0 OMMOKY A 3aX0-
TeJ pearh 1eds.

— Hu Toro Hu nipyroro Hevero 0osIThCsl, — KUBO CKazal Mep-
Kep. — DTO YMHBIM U CEpbE3HBIN YesloBeK. OH crienaer Bce BO3-



MOXHO€, YTOOBI YIOBJIETBOPUTH CBOE YECTOMOOUE, TO €CTh OBITh
MHOU. .. 1 ecnu nmomymarh XOpPOIIEHBKO — €My €CTh M3-3a YEro
crapatbest. [IpencraBb cebe TONBKO Ty XHM3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH BEJl
B IIPOBUHIMM, U Ty, KOTOPYIO €My IPUIETCA BECTH 37ech. UTO
Kacaetcst u3MeHbl... Her! 910 pemurenbHO HEBO3MOKHO, BE/lb
3TO JI0 TOrO MPOTUBOPEYHT €r0 IBHOMY HMHTepecy. U 3atem, ecim
OH MEHSI BBIJIACT. .. HY... TaK 51 BO BCEM MPU3HAIOCh. .. I paccka-
Ky BCEM, UTO MEHsI 3aCTaBJIO MOWTH HA TaKOW 0OMaH. YBepeH,
YTO MOU aBTOPUTET ellie OOJbIIE BHIPACTET OTTOTO, UTO 51 [TIOCMET
COBEPILUTH ITO.

— Bo3moxHo... Ho He HaBepHOe... MOXET CIly4uThCsl, 4TO
MOJIyYUTCS TAKOW CKaHJad, OT KOTOPOro Thl MOTMOHEIIb, XOTs
€CTh CIIOCOOBI 3apaHee rapaHTHpoBath ceds... Bripouem, ocra-
BUM 3TO. [IeMCTBUTEIBHO, TPEIATENBCTBO COBEPIIIEHHO HEBEPO-
SITHO, €CJIM TOJILKO OH pacckazayl Tebe MpaBay O CBOEM Ipo-
IIJIOM.

— 51 Bce pazy3Haio... MHe Oy/IeT JIeTKO 3TO IPOBEPUTH OKOJIb-
HeiM ryteM. Het! Her, oH McKpeHeH, 1 3TO 4yBCTBYIO, SI MOTY
eMy JOBEPUTHCS, Kak caMoMy ceOe.

Botbe Huuero He oretmi. OH pemmi u3yvyarb bepikana He
TOJIBKO CO CTOPOHBI €r0 CXOACTBa ¢ MepkepoM, HO U C MOpaJib-
HOU cTopoHbl. U mocsie atoro pasroBopa Mepkep Hanmcan bep-
kany: «Cornacen».

JIBoiiHbIe 3elieHble OapXaTHbIE 3aHABECH HAa OKHAX ObUIU TIIA-
TeJIbHO 3a/IBUHYTHI, B KAMUHE SIPKO ITbLIaJI OTOHb, & TPH OOJIbIIINE
JamItel 6e3 abaxypoB ocBeman koMHary. JJoktop Botbe cupen



B KOXXaHOM KpecJe, HaOmoaas 3a Mepkepom u bepxkaHoM; oHr
CTOSUTH TIepe]] HUM, 002 OJJMHAKOBO OJIEThIE, U PA3rOBAPUBAJIH.

— Hobumuck! — mpodopmorast Botbe. — Wiu, 1o kpaiiHei Me-
pe, CKOpO J100beTeCh.

— l'ocnogun bepxkan, — Mpooikan OH TPOMKO, — Bbl JIeJIaeTe
MOPA3UTESIbHBIE YCIIEXH. DTO HAIllA MATAs PENETULMS, U Bbl YKE
MOYTHU COBEPILIEHHO OJHO JIUIIO ¢ Mepkepowm... [la, mouru 4ro. ..
TonpKko He 3a0bIBaiiTe TAKOTro XapakTepHoro st Mepkepa ke-
CTa, KOrJa OH BJAPYT CJIErKa MOXUMAET IieYaMu U OTKU/IbIBAeT
TOJIOBY Ha3aji, XMypst OPOBH. .. a PYKU AEPKUT B KapMaHax IH-
okaka... Ila, na, Bot Tak! He 3a0bIBaiiTe Aenath 3TOT KeCT Bpe-
Msl OT BpeMeHH, Korja Oyaere ciymarh coOeceHuKa. A 3ateM
NIPUBBIKHUTE OBITH OOJIee pe3KUM B IBHXKEHHX, Mepkep Bceria
pe3ok. OH MaJIo KEeCTUKYIUPYeT, 0OpaTuTe Ha STO BHUMAaHUE, Y
BaC €CTh CKJIOHHOCTb K JKeCTaMm, ropaszjio OoJibllie, YeM Yy Hero;
y Mepkepa xecT NOphIBUCTHIN U YeTKui. CTapaiTech Takke, KO-
I7a TOBOPUTE, OTYET/IMBee BOMBATh CJIOBa. Y Bac rojoc Oonee
MSTKUH, 00Jiee My3bIKaJIbHBIN, YeM Y HETO.

— Xopoio, — cka3aJl MoKOpHO bepixkaHn.

Mepxkep B3s11 anupocy 1 3akypuil. bepxan crnenan To xe.

— IpekpacHo, — omo6puit ero Borbe. — Bammm nBukeHus co-
BEPIIIEHHO TOX/ICCTBEHHHI. .. Ternephb cauTech 00a rmepeo MHOU
u OyzieM BTpoeM pasroBapuBarth... [ocnonun bepxkaH, 3amMeThb-
Te 3TO JBMXeHue Mepkepa: OH KJIAJET JIEBYIO HOT'Y Ha IIPaBYIO
Y HaKJIOHsIETCs1 KOpILycoM BIpaBo... He coBcem Tak, OH Aenaer
910 pe3ue. Ha ator pa3 xoporo. He 3a6wiBaiite, 4to OH Beeria



CMOPKAETCsI JIEBOU PYKOM. DTO, KOHEUHO, BCE JIETAIM, HO HUYEM
HE HaJI0 IpeHeOperaTh. .. BHTh MOXeT, Cpeiu JIIoJei, C KOTOPbI-
MU BaM MPUAETCS BCTpevarhcs, OyIeT TOHKUI HaOoAaTeb. . .
Bripouewm, yBepsito Bac, ycrex ooOecrieueH. S ymero HaOmonarh:
MOYTH HEBO3MOKHO OTIMYUTH Bac OJHOTO OT apyroro. Koneu-
HO, JUISI MEHSI €CTh Pa3HUIIA, ObITh MOXET, OHa ObUIa OBl U /ISt
BCSKOro, HaOJIIOAAIOIEro 3a BaMM, Korma Bel BMecte. Ho, BU-
I Bac TIOPO3Hb, HU OJMH HEMpeayOeskIeHHBIN YeIOBEeK He yCO-
MHUTCSI, YTO BUJIUT OJTHO W TO e JIUIO... Sl Jaxe He yBepeH,
9TO U TpeayOeKAeHHBIN YeJIOBEK MOXKET 3aMETUTh Pa3HUILY...
locriogun Bepxkan, rociogun bepxkan, nocinyinaiite, He IPUHU-
MaiiTe Takoro MeutareabHoro Buga. ¥ Kiona Mepkepa Hukoraa
He ObIBaeT meurareabHOro Buaa. OH 4acTo OBIBAET MOJTYAJIMB,
B OCOOEHHOCTH TaM, TJIe Bbl €T0 JIOJDKHBI Oy/ieTe 3aMeHsITh... B
TaKMX CIyYasix y Hero OblBacT 03a00UEHHBI BUJI, HO HUKOT/IA
HeT OJy’KIAI0IIUX IJ1a3 U MIPUATHOM MOy YJIBIOKH, JAIOIIel Takoe
MSTKOE BhIpakeHHe Balemy Juily. Bol oOpaTute Ha 3T0 BHUMA-
Hue, He npaBaa Jiu? [Ipoctute 3a 3TU MOCTOSIHHBIE YPOKH, HO. ..

— I Bam GeckoHeuHO OaroapeH, — MOYTUTEIIBHO cKasal bep-
*aH. — EMMHCTBEHHOE MOe KeJIJaHUE — 9TO OBITh JJOCTOMHBIM TOM
YeCTH, KOTOPYIO OKa3bIBaeT MHe rocriofivH Mepkep, coramaschb
Ha MO€ CKPOMHO€ COTPYIHUYECTBO.

— I[MoroBopuM HeMHOTO O OaHKeTe, — IpepBajl ero Mepkep —
4 Bam man, beprkaH, CIIMCOK MPUTJIAIIEHHBIX U OMKCAT TeX, KOMY
BaM IIPUJETCS CKa3aTh HECKOJILKO CJIOB.

— 41 Bce 3Ha10 HaM3YCTh, — CKa3al bepxkaH, — a cedyac s yuy



peub, KOTOPYIO AOJKeH Oydy mpousHecTu. .. Ha crnenyromeii Ha-
IIei PereTUINY 51 CKaxy ee, a Bbl OyJeTe Tak JOOPbI OMPaBUTh
MHE UHTOHALMHU.

— 3a 00e/10M Bbl KalllJISIHETE HECKOJIBKO pa3, — MpepBall ero
JokTop BoTtbe. — ITM MOXHO OyaeT OOBSICHUTD IITyXOH TOJIoC,
KOTOPBI y Bac, MOXaTyH, OyZIeT OT BOJHEHHS Ha TIEPBOM BallleM
BBICTYIUICHUMU.

— Ecnu ¢ BamM 3aroBopsAT 0 BONPOCAX, BBIXOASAIIUX U3 yKa-
3aHHBIX MHOW PaMOK, Bbl CKa)eTe TOJNBKO: «Mbl 00 3TOM elrie
IIOTOBOPUM>.

Bortbe 3acmescs.

— Cupiiate, rocniofivH bepkas, 3Ty 4eTKyl0 HHTOHAIUIO, 00-
PBHIBAIOIIYIO M CAXKAIOLIYI0 HA MECTO BCSIKMX IPOCUTEJIEN U Haxa-
70B: «MBbI 00 3TOM el1ie TIoroBopuM !»

— B kauectBe npocurens, — ckazai Mepkep, — Bac, bepxan,
OyzeT, HaBepHoe, ocax1aTh HeKTo bydpemon. 3Haemb, Botbe,
Hail ToBapuil 1o jumielo. OH Oyaer Tam, MOTOMY 4TO OH Jie-
3eT BCIOAY. DTO TOJICTHIN, OPUTBIN MaJIbIA, C PO30BHIMU IIEKAMH,
YEepPHBIMH YCaAMHU U OJIECTSIIEH JILICUHOM; JIETaHTHBIN, B OpAeHAX
Y BaXHBIM. Y HEro MaHus HAIIOMUHATh MHE O ThICAYax MeJIouen
13 BOCIIOMUHAHUN JETCTBA, K KOTOPBIM 51 COBEPILIEHHO PABHOLY-
IIIeH MJTA O KOTOPBIX 5 COBceM 3a0bLt. .. [IpaBaa, — moOaBumi oH, —
y MEHsI B FOJIOBE CTOJIbKO BOIPOCOB, TPEOYIOIINX HEMETIEHHOTO
pa3peleHns, YTo U3 MOer MaMSATH YJIETYYMIIMCh BCE MEJIKUE Je-
Tajau nponutoro. I Ob He MOT Jake BCIIOMHHUTb, KaK 3BaJI Ha-
IMX MPENoAaBaTesIe.



— ToI ounCTHII MECTO, YTOOBI ITOMECTHIIOCH TO, YTO TEOE CEM-
yac HyxkHO. [IpekpacHast mTyka 3a0biBaTh... MeHbIIe 3aMeda-
elllb, 4TO cTapeeinb. .. Ho s, crapuHa, st He 3a0bIBal0 HEKOTOPBIX
BeIllel U3 MPOILIOro. .. — 1o0aBwi oH. U, yBuneB, uto Mepkep
XO4YET OCTAHOBUTH €ro KecToMm, nodaswi: — He Ooilics, g He co-
Ouparoch OnsATH TOBOPHUTH TeOe O MOel O1aroqapHOCTH, HO 3HAM,
9TO 51 cOOOIMII 00 3TOM TocnonuHy bepkany. [la, kak-To Bede-
POM, TIOKa MBI kJ1ayi TeOs1. .. $1 9T0 caenai, 9ToObl OH 3HAJI, YTO
MOXET JIOBEPSATh MHE, KaK TeOe cCaMoMy. ..

Ho Botbe czienan 3o Takke u s Toro, 4toosl bepkan 3Hau,
YTO 32 HUM HAOJIIOJIaeT U €ro u3yvaeT Oe3rpaHUuYHO Mpe/IaHHbIN
Kiony Mepkepy 4eiioBexk.

— DTOT Aypak, s roBopio o bydgpemone, — nponomkan Mep-
Kep, — OOBIYHO 3aChIlaeT MEHsSI HeOObYaHBIMHU TIOXBaJlaMU U
BBIpAKEHUEM JIPYKECKUX 4yBcTB. OH 3a0bUT BCEX HAIIIMX TOBA-
pUIIIei, KOTOpbIE JIOCTHIJIM ycrieXa. Bbl Oy/ete XONOoaHbI C HUM.
OH HenpepbIBHO OYIIET TOBOPUTH BaM «Thi»; TOBOPUTE C HUM Ma-
no. OH Oyzer HaMeKaTh Ha OMHO oOemaHue. Bbl ckaxere, 4To
HaJ0 Mook aath. Kcratu, st HUKOIIa He JaBasl eMy OOelaHus,
HO OH HaJeeTcsl 3aCTaBUTh MEHs 3TOMY MOBepUTh. Peub uzer 06
opleHe, KOTOPOro OH KaXJIEeT, HO KOTOPOrO OH He TOJMYYHT. ..
N0 KpaiiHed Mepe, Jyepe3 MeHsl; 3TO ObUIo Obl HECTIPABE/IIUBO:
y HEero HeT HUKAKWX Cepbe3HbIX MpaB. M oH mepedut Obl ero y
TeX, KTO MMeeT Bce MpaBa, KOMY 3Ta Harpajaa BaxHa JUisl Kapbe-
pbl ¥ KTO MeUTaeT 0 Hell OyKBaibHO N0 Oose3nu. Utak, Oynpre
C HAM XOJIOJIHBI ¥ OOpBIBAMTE €ro, KOrJa OH OyJeT JbCTUTh, KaK



OH 3TO JieJIaeT OOBIYHO M TaK YPE3MEPHO, UTO sI OBLIT OBI ITOJIOXKH-
TEJTbHO CMEIIOH, €CJIi Obl CTaJl CITyIIATh €ro.

— 4l emy ckaxy, 4TO KaJIJIo CO3/IaHO He /sl yOUCTBA, — CKa-
3as1 bepxaH.

— Hemoxo cka3aHo, 1Ji1s1 MaJIEHbKOTO IIPOBUHIIMAIBHOIO YH-
HOBHMKA, — 3ameTii1 Botbe. — [locnymmaiire, y Hac 4o yxoaa eie
ecTb Bpems. [laBaiiTe MOroBOpUM O YEM YIOJHO — O TOrofe, O
MOJIMTUYECKOM TOJIOKEHUH, O TIOCIIEAHEN ITbeCe, KOTOPYIO U3 HacC
HUKTO HE BUJEI.

— B ¢eBpane Oyner mapagHbiii criekTakib B bombioi onepe
TI0 CJTyYalo MpUe3/ia STIOHCKOro uMmeparopa. .. Bel MeHs Oynere
TaM 3amelarb, bepkan, — ckazan Mepkep.

— 4 x Bammm yciyram... Ho ckaxure mue, rocnoqus Mep-
Kep, BBl XOTUTE, YTOOBI TIOCJIE STOrO OAHKETa sl HOYeBal y BacC U
NIpUILIEN CIOJIa Ha IPYroe yTpo, YTOObl Bbl MOIJIM MOWTH B MUHU-
crepctBo?.. Xopomo!.. Ho s nomken Oyay npenBaputesnbHoO IMo-
ObIBaTh y BaC Ha KBapTHUPeE.

— Koneuno! Brl npuaere kak-HUOYI» BEYEpOM, B BalIMX OY-
Kax M C HAaKpallIEeHHbIMU ycamMu. Bbl MOqHUMUTECH, HE Pa3roBa-
puBasi ¢ MPUBPATHUIIEH; Jlakesi He OyneT aoma... § paccumraio
€ro, YTOObI 3aMEHUTh HOBBIM, HAKAHYHE Balllero 1e0i0Ta, Kak Mbl
C BaMH YK€ YCIIOBUJIHCH.

— l'ocnonun bepxaH, Mepkep HUKOra HE TIAAUT YCOB TaK,
KaK Bbl 3TO ceituac jenaere, — npepsai ero Borbe. — Ho, moxa-
Ny#cTa, He OyneM roBopuTh Oosbiie o aenax. [Ipocto modonra-
eM. [locimyman, Mepkep, Kak Tbl JyMaellb, JOJIKHA JIA KEHIIN-



Ha — 51 TOBOPIO, KOHEYHO, O YECTHOM KEHIIIMHE — ObITh KOKETKOM
1 JI0 KaKoU cTereHn’.. BeIckaku cBoe MHEHHE, a MBI C TOCIIOIU-
HoM Beprkanom Oynem oTBevarh Teoe.

Mepkep 3acMmesiyicsi, U OHM Bce Tpoe CTajiu OeceoBarh, CHa-
Yajia HEMHOT'O HEJIOBKO, Kak ObIBAeT BCEr/ia MPU BhIHYKIEHHOM
pasroBope, a 3aTeM COBEpIIEHHO CBOOOAHO. BoThe, mpuHmMas
U3pejIKa yJacTre B pa3sroBope, Hadmoaas 3a 000MMu COOeCeTHu-
Kamu. Mepkep, 1o cBoei MPUBbIUKE, ObUT Ppe3KUM, TOPIBUCTHIM
HE TOJIbKO B TOHE, HO M B TOM, YTO OH BbICKa3biBal1. bepikaH, y
KOTOPOTO ObLIH JIPyTHe B3IJISIIbI, MAJIO-TIOMAITy O)KUBUJICS, U €TO
MOYTHUTENIbHAS CIEPKAHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH BBIKA3bIBAJI BHAUAIE,
coBceM ucuesna. OH ropsdo Bo3paxai Mepkepy.

— Ha sTomM MBI 1 OCTaHOBMMCH, €CJIM XOTHUTE, — CKa3aa Bo-
Tbe. — Ilopa yxonuts, rocnogun bepxan, s 10/KEH BaM ClIEIaTh
cepbe3Hoe 3aMevaHre: HaOmoaiTe 3a coOoil. Bl ocTpoyMHBI,
Y Bbl 3TO BBICKA3bIBAETE, BbI JIETKO MOXKETE MOJ1aThCS KEJIAaHUIO
OmucTath B oOmecTBe. Bl pemmTensHbl U OCTPOYMHBI, Y Bac
BCTpevaloTcsi 3a0aBHbIe OCTPOTHI. TiaTenbHo nu3beranTe Toro.

Hacrynuito kopotkoe monyanue. bepikan cierka ynpioasncs u
KazaJicsi CMyILeHHbIM. MepKep N3yMuJics v HeloOposkesaTeIbHO
nocmotpen Ha Botbe.

— Jloporoy Moy, — CKa3ajl OH HAKOHEIl, CTapasiCb TOBOPUTh
PABHOIYIITHBIM TOHOM, — HEYXKEeJIM Y MEHsI TaK MaJio OCTPOyMMUSI?

Botbe nocmotpesn emy npsMo B JIMLIO:

— 41 He roBOpIO, UTO y TeOsI HET OCTPOYMHUsI, HO y TeOsl HeT
TaKOro PoJia OCTPOYMHUsI, WJIK ke Thl HE MOKa3biBaelb ero. Her,



CTapuK, HAMPACHO Thl MPUHUMACIIh OCKOPOJICHHBIN BUJI, SI BCE
PaBHO He JIOCTABIIO TeOe YIOBOJIBCTBHS TEM, YTOOBI MO-UANOT-
CKH JILCTUTH TeOe. Thl TOBOPHIIIb TO, YTO XOUElllb CKa3aTh, BCe-
I/1a SICHO, a KOT/la HY’KHO, TO U KPACHOPEUYMBO; y TeOs1 €CTh CUJIa,
ropeyb, UPOHHUSI, HO THl COBCEM HE TO, UTO Ha3bIBaeTCsl OIecTsi-
i codeceqHUK. Thl 3TO Tak ke XOPOIIO 3Haelllb, KaK | s, U
ThI CaM ThICSUY pa3 TOBOPWUJI, UTO, MO-TBOEMY, OJIECTSIIMI coOe-
CeTHUK — XYAIINA U3 OOITYHOB. DTO MHEHUE OYE€Hb HENIPUSTHO
IUist TocnioivHa bepkaHa, y KOTOporo ecTh Bce CBOKCTBa OJiecTsi-
IIero coOeceqHMKa, U ey Obl OH Aaj ceOe BOJTIO, TO CO3Aal Obl
TeOe peryTaruio OCTPOYMHOI'O YeJIOBEKa, COBCEM HE COBIAAI0-
11yio ¢ oomum MHeHueM o tede. Bot u Bce! [oxanyiicta, Bl 062
He oOmxkaiTech Ha MeHsl. ['ocrioguH BepkaH TOKeH CMATIUTH
CBOU HEPOBHOCTHU M CBOIO BHEIITHOCTD, & CEYac OTIPaBUMCS J10-
MO, MIOTOMY YTO YK€ TO3[IHO. .. DKUMaXK XKJIET MEeHs, s 3aBe3y
TeOs1, Mepkep.

Onu npoctrimcs ¢ bep:xanom, Hafem nayibTo U BbIILIK. [1a-
nai nerkuit cHer. OHM 33pOkKaii OT Pe3KOro Xojoaa, ObICTPO
CeJIM B OKU/IABIINI UX KUTIAK U TIOEXaIu BIOJIb TEMHOU HaOe-
PEKHOM.

— Hy uto? — cnpocust Mepkep.

— Bynp cnokoen, geino nonger!

— U TH1 He BepulIlb OOJbIIIE B BO3MOXHOCTh KaKOW-HUOYIb
OIJIOUIHOCTH, KOTOpasi BCE BbIJACT; HE BEPUIlb B IpeaaTesb-
CTBO?

— OmtoriHOCTh? OH HA 3TO HE CMOCOOEH, OH CIIMIIIKOM XHUTEp



1utst 3toro. OH He COCOOEH 1 Ha TpeaTeIbcTBO. 1 B 3TOM yBe-
peH. Torna, Beuepom, Korja Mbl ObLTH C HUIM BJJBOEM, OH MHE Tie-
penai 6ymary. D10 ObUIO MMCbMEHHOE MPU3HAHUE B TOM, UTO OH
o0okpas MeHs1. «Takum oOpa3oM, — cKa3aj OH, — y Bac He Oyaer
HUKAKOTO COMHEHUsI B MO€W UICKPEHHOCTU. DTUM JIO)KHBIM MTPU-
3HAHUEM £ OTHAIOCH B BalllA PyKHU. f 3Ha10, 4T0 rocroguH Mep-
Kep JIOBepsieT MHE, HO BBI, KaK JIpyT, OoJiee MOI03pUTEbHbI, YeM
OH CaM, 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBII B 3TOM. Ternepp y Bac ecTb opyaue
NPOTUB MEHs, U, Oarofapsi emy, Bbl JIOJKHBI BIIOJIHE JIOBEPSITh
MHE».

— A 4ro crenan Tel? — cripocus Mepkep nocie nay3sl.

— 4 cxer sty Oymary. Ho teneps s1 oBepsito emy. OH UCKpe-
HEH.

— Bce, uto oH roBopms MHe TIpo cedsl, EeTMKOM TOATBEP-
JIMJIOCh TIOJTyYEHHBIMUA MHOW CBEJIEHUSIMU, — CKa3aal Mepkep. —
Her, GosiTbcst HeUero, Kak u Hafo ObUTo npeanonarats. Urak?..

— 10 ymacres, — ckasan Borse. — bynp criokoeH!

— HakoHer-To st MOry HEMHOTO TIOXKHUTh, — IpOOOpMOTa Mep-
Kep, OTKUABIBASCH B IIIyOb IKUMaXkAa.

W neiicTBUTENBHO, 1715 HETO, KaK U JJ1s bepkaHa, HaunHanach
HOBAsl )KU3Hb, U HU OJIMH U3 HUX — HU MepKep C ero rpoMaiHbiM
yMoM, HU bepkaH ¢ HeOOBIKHOBEHHOH IMOKOCTBIO CBOETO U300-
pETaTesIbHOTO ymMa — He MOI' YCMOTPETh TOW OMAacHOCTH, Kakas
KJana ux.



I'naBa IV
Kunnoepra

U 3a Bce BpeMs, TIOKa MPOAOIKAIOCh HEOOBYAHOE COTJIa-
LIEHKE, IIPEJIOKEHHOE B Ty TYMaHHYI0 HOub Paynem bepxanom
Kinony Mepkepy, HM y KOro He SIBUJIOCh HU MaJIeWlIero COMHe-
Hus. Hukro u3 conpukacasmuxcsa ¢ muauctpom Kiionom Mep-
KEpOM HE 3aMETWJI, YTO HE BCErAa OJUH U TOT JKE YEJIOBEK 3a-
HUMaJI 3TOT BBICOKHUI MOCT. BBUIO TONMBKO OTMEYEHO, UTO pado-
TOCIIOCOOHOCTb TOrO FOCYJAPCTBEHHOTO AesiTessi Oblia elne 00-
Jiee TIOpa3UuTeNIbHOM, YeM Koraa-moo. Kak nokazarenbcTBo 3To-
IO, MOSIBWJIOCHh HECKOJIBKO JIECTHBIX OT3BIBOB B I'a3eTax Ja OfiHa
WY JIBE€ KapuKatypbl, n3o0paxasimx Kiona Mepkepa B Buje
ArtnaHTa, nogaepAkuBaIIero nommruiyeckuii Mup. Ho HukTo 13
YJIEHOB MPABUTENbCTBA, HUKTO U3 €r0 CBETCKUX WM JIEJIOBBIX
3HAKOMBIX, HUKTO W3 ONMMKAUIIMX COTPYTHUKOB MO MHHHUCTEp-
CTBY HE 3aMETWJI, YTO «CaMbli BUJIHbIU MOJIATUYECKUN IEATENb>,
KaK T'OBOPWJIM €T0 MOKJIOHHUKH, UMeJT IBOMHUKA.

Bep:xaH TBepno BBIAEPKUBAT CBOIO POJib C HECPABHEHHBIM
XJIAIHOKPOBHEM, MPUCYTCTBUEM [yXa M TAaKTOM. DTOT MAJICHb-
KU HUYTOXHBIM MPOBUHIIMAIbHBIN YAHOBHUK, TIOYTH BHE3AIl-
HO BO3HECEHHBIN Ha BEPIIMHY OOIIECTBEHHOH JIECTHUIIBI, CyMe
C TTOJTHBIM COBEPILIEHCTBOM MPUCTIOCOOUTHCS K CBOEMY TTOJIOKEe-
Hu10. Hukakas HeOKMIaHHOCTh HE MOIJIA 3aCTaTh €ro BPacILIOX,
¥ OH ObUI TAJIAHTJIMBBIM MepkepoM, He Xyxe camoro Mepkepa.



ITosnoxxeHue 310 OBUIO HACTOJIILKO HEOOBIYAMHBIM, OHO OBUIO Ha-
CTOJIBKO BHE BCSIKMX BO3MOXKHBIX TIOIO3PEHUIA, UTO MIMEHHO OJ1a-
rofapsi 5TOMy HUKTO HE MOT HUUETO 3aroI03PUTh.

ChHauana bepxkaH, Kak y HUX M paHbllle ObLJIO YCIIOBJIEHO, 3a-
MeHs1T Mepkepa TOJIbKO Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMsI M TOJIBKO TaM, TJie
TpeOOBaIOCh O(UITMAILHOE TTPEACTABUTEIHLCTBO MUHKCTpA. Ho
OUeHb CKOPO YCIIEX J1a]l UM CMEJIOCTh, U beprkaH Bce yale 1 Ja-
e OobiBas1 Kiionom Mepkepom. OH niepeHsiT Bce ero MaHephl ¢
TIOJTHEHIIIMM COBEPILIEHCTBOM; OH CTapaJiCs YCBOMTh U €ro TI0-
4epK, eMmy OBICTPO 3TO yIaioch, U 1o npukazanuio Kioma Mep-
Kepa OH MOAIMUCHIBAJI 32 Hero Oymaru. Yepe3 HECKOJILKO HeZleIb,
BOUJISI B KYpPC BCEX TEKYIIMX JeJl, OH IOYTH BCEIEeNIO B3sUT Ha
ceOst TATOTH OPUITUAIILHOM KU3HM, KOTOpbIe 0 3THX mop Kion
Mepkep omkeH ObUT HECTU OTUH. EMHCTBEHHBIN POJICTBEHHUK
Mepkepa — ero Asiisi, CIyKUBIIHI CyIbell B AJKUpe, — prexat
B [lapmx, Bunen aa paza Mepkepa, a Tpu pa3a bepxaHa, Tak u
yexaJi, HIYero He rmojao3penasi.

Kusnp Kiiona Mepkepa B To BpeMsi, Korjia OH ObiBas Payiem
bepxkanom, mano uzBectHa. B cBoux nucbMax Kk JOKTOpy Botbe,
KOTOPBIN ObLT TOr/Ia B AJKUPE, OH U3 OCTOPOKHOCTH OMHUCHIBAJT
ee B OUeHb HEONpe/IeJIeHHbIX M 3aMaCKUPOBAHHBIX BbIPAKCHH-
sx. OH Bcera ObUT CKyN Ha TIEPENUCKY U B MUCbMaxX K CBOEMY
ommkaiimemy apyry Botbe ynoMsiHyJ TOTBKO O HEKOTOPBIX BIIe-
YaTIeHUsIX J1a ONMCaJ OJUH WJIU JIBa KaKWX-To ciydas. [a u To,
9TOOBI TIOHATH ITO, HAZO OBUIO OBITH B Kypce coObiTHil. Koneu-
HO, Y9aChl OTUHOYECTBA U CBOOOIBI, KOTOPHIX OH JOOUJICS] TAKUM



criocodoMm, ObLTH 11T MepKkepa, 10 ceil Iopbl — pada cBoei 00-
LIECTBEHHOM XW3HU, OYeHb oporu. Korna oH, ¢ HaKpaleHHbI-
MU ycaMH, IPUYECAHHBIA U OAETHI TaK, KaK TOT, Ybl0 JIMUMHY
OH IIPUHMMAJI, padoTaJl, pa3MbILLUISLI WM IPOCTO OTbIXAJ B Ma-
JIEHbKOU KBapTUpKe Ha ocTpoBe CeH-JIyH, — OH UCTIBITBIBAJT TH-
X0€ YIOBJIETBOPEHHUE U IIEHWUJT €T0 C KQKABIM JHEM Bce OOJIbIIe 1
6osbliiie. JlHemM OH BOOOIIe n30era BBIXOAUTh U3 KBAPTUPHI U 10-
YT He MOKU/1aJI CBOEr0 TUXOro ocTpoBa. OH HPaBUJICS €My CBO-
el CTapUHOM, CIIOKOWCTBUEM M IMYCTHIHHOCTBIO. OH 0O €ro
cepble KaMHH, JIepeBbsl, TOPKECTBEHHBIE, YCHYBIIIME OCOOHSIKH,
y/uIbI 6€3 MTPOXOKUX, HAOEPEKHBIE, 0 KOTOPBHIM OH TYJISUI B CY-
MepKax; ero OXBaTbIBAJIO 3TO CIIOKOWCTBUE, OH OOJIOKauMBaJICS
Ha MepuJia ¥ CMOTPeJT, Kak BHU3Y OECIITyMHO TeKJIa peKa, UCTIeIl-
penHas otoneckamy. OH HEMHOTO TIOCMEMBAJICS HaJ CAMHUM CO-
0010, UTO OTKPbUT TAKKE PAIOCTH U YTO OH LEHUT UX; MBICJIH €r0
CTAHOBWJIUCH BCE IIYOXKe; OTIbIX OOHOBJISI MX; OH HUKOIJa He
YyBCTBOBAJI ceOs1 TaK caMHMM COOOM, KaK KOTrJa Urpasl KaJKylo
POJIb HEM3BECTHOT'O, HE3AMETHOTO YEJIOBEKA, JIMIIIEHHOTO BCSAKO-
ro yecromoous. [1o Beuepam, JOBOJIBHO YaCTO, OH MIOKUIAJT OCT-
pOB U 11eJ1 00eAaTh B OIMH U3 CKPOMHBIX pecTopaHoB JlaTuH-
ckoro kBaprasa. MlHoraa, mocie obea, OH 3aX0AWI B KaKOe-HU-
Oynb kade Ha OynbBape Cen-Muiniens, rie ObUIO CBETIIO, BECEIO
u urymHo. Y gyman, uro B 310 BpeMsi bepikaH npucyTcTByer rie-
HUOYAb Ha O(PULIMATIBHOM IPHEME BMECTO HETO.

OnHaxJp1 BEUEPOM OH YCIIBIIIAN, KaK 32 COCEAHUM CTOJIMKOM
TpO€ MOJIOZIBIX JTIO[EH TOBOPUJIM TIO TIOBOJLY €T Pedu Io OOIIei



MIOJIUTHKE, KOTOPYIO OH IMPOU3HEC 32 JIEHD /IO ITOTO B MapiaMeH-
Te. DTa pedb BbI3BaJIA OONBINON myM. «Mepkep — 3aMedaresib-
HbIM yesioBek. Kakas cuiia Bonu! OH 3Haer, Kyja uaet. D10 eIUH-
CTBEHHbIN rOCY/IapCTBEHHBIN AesTeNb Y HAC. ..» «MOXKeT ObITh, —
ckazan pyrou. — § He yBepeH. OH CIUIIIKOM OBICTPO Ccaesal Ka-
pbepy. S He 1oBEpsAI0 MOJIOABIM yiayHuMKaM. Bee BocxuianTcs
ero padboTocrocoOHOCTHIO. JIa, HO OH CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO paboTaeT;
OH He )KMBET. Y Hero HeT J0CTaTOYHO OnbITa. YTOOB! YIIPaBIATH
JIIOZIbMU, HAaJIO 3HaTh XU3Hb». U, CKa3aB 3T0, OH MPUHSLT KPacH-
BYIO 103y. DTO ObLI OvapoBaTesbHbI OMOHIMH. EMy He ObLTO
elie ABalaTH JieT.

Boruia Monozas xeHiuHa u cena Hanpotus Hero. OHa Obuia
XOPOIIEHbKAS . ..

Mepkep nogymal, 9to 3To ObLJIO BEPHO: OH HUKOTI/A HE KU,
eMy Bceraa OblIo HEKOT/ia; ¢ JBA/ALIATH JIET OH ObLIT BCElesIo To-
DJIoIeH paboToi, yectomoouem, Kapbepoil. Kak oH nmpusHaics
Bortbe, y Hero maxe He ObLJIO BpeMeHU JIOOUTh. Y HEro He Obl-
JIO HU KECTOKUX, HU HEeKHBIX BOCTIOMUHAHUI MPOIUIOTO; Mepe-
Oupasi BCIO CBOIO CYpOBYIO KM3Hb, OH HE MOTI' IIPUIIOMHUTh HU
OJIHOTO >KEHCKOT'0 JinIa. EMy MpuIuio Ha ym, 4To OH, BEPOSITHO,
MPOXKUII YXe OoJiee MOJIOBUHBI KU3HU; OH TOyMaJl, UTO Yepes
JeCATH JIeT eMy Oy/IeT IATHIECAT, U TOT/Ia ke OyJeT MO3/HO. .. ’
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT cIipaiuBai ce0s, He omuOcs i oH? He Obut
JIM CMBICIT )KU3HU COBCEM HE B TOM, B 4eM OH ucKai ero?.. B
€ro MpeCTaBJIeHUN BO3HUK 00pa3 MPEeKpPacHOro0 YMCTOro JIMIIA
C JUTMHHBIMU CEpPbIMU OJIECTSIMMU TJIa3aMH, C SPKAM PTOM U



OeJIbIM JIOOM, OKPYKEHHBIM T'YCTHIMU YEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMHU. DTO
6b10 JM110 JKumbOepTot ['epims. .. Mepkep youBmics. .. Moxer
OBbITh, OH JIIOOWJI 3TY KEHIIMHY, €CIIU €€ JIUIO TaK Cpasy BCTAJO
nepen HuUM? OH ¢ Hell yke He BCTpeyvasicsl HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs, T0-
TOMY UTO Terieph bepkaH 3aMeHsT ero Ha opUIMATbHBIX Bede-
pax, Tzie OHa JacTo ObIBasa; y Hee Kak y I0Yepy CeHaTtopa, ObIB-
IIEro MUHUCTPA, ¥ BAOBHI IUTIIOMATA, YMEPIIETO AT JIET TOMY
Hazall, Bce 3HaKOMCTBA ObUTH B MOJIMTHYecKoM Mupe. OH clierka
noxan riedamu. Heyxenn oH CTaHOBWJICSI CEHTUMEHTATbHBIM ?
Ponp nmepBoro moOoBHMKA HE OYEHb IIIa K HEMY, U OH HH 3a
YTO OBl HE PEIITUIICS UTPaTh €€ C JKEHIIIMHOM, YTBEPKIaBIIIEH, UyTO
HUKOT/IA HE BBIMJET 3aMyXk, U MPOSIBISIBIIEN K HEMY MHTepec,
He OoJlee YeM KO BCSIKOMY UeJIOBEeKY Ha BUAY, Kak Obl cTap Win
ypomuB oH HU ObUT. OH HUKOTAA Obl HE OCMENUIICS 3aTOBOPHTH
c Helt 00 3ToM. OH 3TO TBEpO 3HA: €My BCeraa Meliaja ero Jiu-
Kasi 3aCTEHYMBOCTb U MpayHasi TOpAOCTh, He AOMyCKaBIIasi Aaxe
MBICTH O Heynaue. .. HeGombImM ycraeM BOJM OH MPOTHAM OT
ce0s1 3TOT 00pa3 1 MOOOPOJT BOJIHEHKE. 3aTeM BHIIIeN U3 Kade u
3BE3[JHOM MapTOBCKOM HOYBIO, TIOJTHOM MPEABECEHHEN THIIMHBI,
OH MYCTBIHHBIMU YJIUIIaMU jiotiien 10 octpoBa Cen-Jlym.
Hoktop Botbe yexam u3 Ilapuxa B koHIle nekaOpsi, BIOJ-
HE YCIIOKOEHHBIN HAacyeT coTpyaHnuecTBa Mepkepa u bepxkana.
On 3Han, yro Mepkepy Heuero 6ositbcsi. Y neiicTBUTENIHHO, B
TeyeHue siHBaps, (peBpasis U MapTa Bce nUlo 0e3 nepedoeB, K
BEJIMKOMY YIIOBOJILCTBUIO Mepkepa, y KoToporo Oblia cBodoza,
u BeprkaHa, MCIIBITHIBABIIETO PagOCTH yIOBIETBOPEHHOTO CaMO-



MoOusl, paJOCTU, KOHEUHO, HEMHOT'O UCKYCCTBEHHBIE, HO TeM He
MeHee 04eHb ocTpbie. [10 cpaBHEHMIO € €ro TernepenHen KU3HbI0
€ro MpexHsisl MPOBUHIMAIbHAS KU3Hb Ka3aJlach €My MPAaYHbIM
kommMapoM. OH ¢ BOCTOProm NOrpyxajcs B HOBbI MUP, OT KO-
Toporo Mepkep Oexai ¢ HeMEHBIITUM BOCTOPTOM.

3 anpesist ObUT OOJBINON OIArOTBOPUTENIBHBIN Oa3ap, yCTPOEH-
HBII B MOJIB3Y MOCTPAAABIIMX OT HABOIHEHHUs Ha 1ore P paHIuu.

OH npoucxoaua B MOPCKOM MUHUCTEPCTBE, B KPACHBIX TOCTH-
HBIX, OTJ€JIAHHBIX 30JI0TOM U CO 3HAMEHUTHIMHU rOOeIeHaMH, KO-
TOpble MUHUCTP, aagmupai Jlectanrib, mpeaocTaBuil B pacnopsi-
’KE€HMe OPraHU3aIMOHHOTO KOMUTETA.

Kunnoepra ['epu3z BXonuia B COCTaB KOMUTETA, Uy Hee ObLI
OJIVH M3 CaMbIX TJIABHBIX KMOCKOB. Kak 1 octanbHbIe 1ambl Ha Oa-
3ape, OHa coOpaJsia By /J1s1 TPOJIaKU Y CBOMX 3HAKOMBIX, pa3o-
cllasia TIpUIIalIeHusl BCeM, KOro 3Haja, U pacCUMThIBAJIA, YTO K
Hell pueIeT MHOTO JIIOEH, TPUHA/IJIeKAIUX K BBICIIIEMY TTOJTH-
THYeckoMy Mupy. U mpeskie Bcero, oHa OCOOEHHO pacCUMThIBA-
na Ha Knoga Mepkepa, KOTOpbIil Ha IIOC/IeTHEM Beuepe B UCTIaH-
CKOM TIOCOJILCTBE OIpeJeSIeHHO 00eIa eil mpuexarb.

Hcnomaut 1 oH cBoe oOemanve? Xors BcrioMHuT au? OH
TIOTJIONIEH TAKUM KOJIMYECTBOM BCEBO3MOKHBIX 3200T, UTO BCE
ero BpeMsl 3aHATO A0 nocjeaHeil MuHyThl. U Bce ke, B IyOu-
He aymu, JKuibbepra Obula yBepeHa, YTO OH He MPHIIUIET T0-
JKEPTBOBAHME, a TIPUENIET caM, U TIpUeeT u3-3a Hee... Bot yxke
HECKOJIBKO HeZeNb, KaK OH ObUT 10 OTHOIIEHHWIO K Hell COBCEM



HE TakoW, Kak paHbliie. Ternepb, BCAKUHN pa3, KaK OH BCTpeyall-
Cs C HEM, OH Ka3aJICsl OUeHb CUACTIMBBIM, ObLI TaK JII0OE3€eH, TaK
npeynpenTesieH Mo OTHOIICHUIO K Hel, BHIKa3bIBaJI €f U CHM-
MaTHIo, M BOCXUINEHUE, KOHEYHO, B OUYEHb ClIEPKaHHOU opme,
HO BCE X€ OHa He MOrJia 3TOro He BUETh... OH yke ObUl He
npexauM Kitogom Mepkepom, pe3KuM U CKPHITHIM, 03a00UeH-
HBIM U PaBHOJYIITHBIM, KOTOPBIN TaK JIOJTO MIPUBOIVII B CMYIIIE-
Hue JKunpOepry, XOoTs U CHIIbHO UHTEpPEeCcOoBal ee. ..

Omna x/1aja ero ¢ caMoro Hayaja 6a3apa ¥ clierka BOJHOBa-
jack. OHa 3Hasa, YTO KPAaCWBa, U yXa)kHMBaja 3a CBOEU Kpaco-
tor. Ho 10 3TOro aHs oHa 9TO Aenana ajis ceds, a cedvac Jis
Knona Mepkepa. Ha Helt ObIO TeMHO-CHHeEe aTjiacHOe TuiaThe,
BCE B MATKHUX CKJIAJKaX, C OJeCTAIIEN BBIIIMBKOM;, OOJIbIIas, TO-
K€ CHUHsIS TIoJIeBasi IUISINa MPYKUMaia Ko JIOy ee YepHbIe BOJIO-
CBI; CErOJHS OHa ObLIa OCOOEHHO XOPOIlia, OHA BUJIENA 9TO B 3ep-
KaJlaX ¥ y3HaBaja Mo B3MIAJaM OKpyxkawomux. OHa 9yTh-UyTh
MOAPYMSHWIACh. B TpuaLaTh JIeT y Hee COXpaHUJICS IBET JIMIIa
IOHOU JIEBYIIIKH, COXPAHWJICh U YHACTBIE JINHUU CTPOMHOM (pUry-
pbl. OHa cama yIUBJISUIaCh TOMY, YTO TaK BOJHYETCS B OJKUJIAaHUN
9TOr0 YesIoBeKa. BhUTo JTu TOMY TPUUMHOM €ro MOJIOKEHUE, KOTO-
pOe CTAaHOBHWJIOCH C KaXKIbIM JJHEM Bce OoJiee 1 Ooiee 3HAYMTe Tb-
HbeIM? i ke ero nomynsapHocts? M Biacts?.. OHa cripocuiia
cebst 00 aToM. Koneuno Het! [Ipyroii B TakoM e MOJIOKEHUH, C
TaKOM K€ BJIACTHIO HE BHYIIAI Obl € IOJI0OHOTO BOJTHEHMS.

TyT coBceM He ObIJIO HUKAKMX YECTOMIOOMBBIX HA/IEK], OHA
HE BHIHOCHJIA YECTOJIIOOMS. .. 3HAUUT — U3-3a Hero camoro. Toraa



rovyeMy e TOJIKO Terepb, Belb OHA TaK JaBHO ero 3Haja?

[To rocTuHBIM mpoOesxai 1menor. ['ycras Tonma 3arieBenu-
nack... «Mepkep!.. Bor Knon Mepkep!»... OH nosgBuics, Kak
BOILIOIIEHHE (PU3NYECKON M YMCTBEHHOU CHIIbI, KPETIKO CJIOKEH-
HBII, B IIPOCTOM U CTPOTOM KOCTIOME, C BJIACTHBIM JIUIIOM, Op-
JIMHBIM TIPOPUIIEM U TIPOHU3HIBAIOIIUME TEMHBIMU OJIECTSIIIH-
MU mazamMu. Ero okpyxkanu JToau, KaxIylye mo3J0poBaThCs
C HUM, TIOKa3aThCsl €My, MOKa3aThCsl PSAAOM C HUM. Pe3kwid, Ho,
KaK BCer/a, JIOOE3HBIN U B 3TOT JIEHb JIaXe YIIOAIONIUICS, UTO C
HUM CJTy4aJiOCh PEJIKO, OH IMPOJIBUTAJICS BIIEPE/I, TIOKUMAasi MHO-
*kecTBO pyK. OH MOJIOIIEN IO3I0POBAThCS C Mpe/ceaaTeIbHUIIeH
KOMMUTETa, rocrnoxoil [lenarepc, eHOW mpeacenaresns COBeTa:
cama oHa He TIpofasajia Ha 6azape. [1pu Bue ero y Hee cxkajaoch
cepare; OHa 3HaJsia, YTo Mepkep, py NMepBOM YIOOHOM CiIydae,
3aMEHHT €e CTapeloliero Myka; HO HMUeM He BbIKa3ajia OOHIy
YXOJSIIIMX CO CLIEHBI Ha TeX, KTO MPUXOAUT Ha cMeHy. OHa Oblia
C HUM O4YapoBaTelibHa, C )KapoM OJ1arogapuiia ero u cama oTeena
K KHOCKY BHIIe-TIpe/ICeIaTeIbHUIIBI, KpacaBUIbl BoHa, IpKO-phI-
el )KSHIIUHBI, Y KOTOPOH BOJIOCHI, 3yObl, IIBET JIMIIA TaK U CBEP-
Kainu B niyOuHe 3aia. OH 3aruiatuil cTo (PpaHKOB 32 KaKylo-TO
CKBEPHYIO TPaBIOPKY, KOTOPYIO OH MOT 3aCyHYTh B KapMaH, He
oOpeMeHsist ceOsT TaKeTOM.

U ToJIbKO TOTIa OH MOT TIOMTH B JPYTO# 3aJ1 K KHOCKY Kuib-
Oepthl ['epnus.

OHa CHOKOWHO *kJajia ero, ObICTPO MOOOPOB JIETKOE BOJIHE-
HUe, OXBAaTUBIIIEe ee, KOTJla OHA yBUJIeNa, KaKk OH BXOJIWII B 3aJl.



OH CKJIOHWICS HaJl TPOTSHYTOM EMY PYKOM.

— Bbnarogapio Bac, — cka3aja oHa, — 1 IOYTU HE HaJes1ach. . .

— O, — mpobopmoTast oH, — 51 ObI Bce Opocu ... — OH He
MIOCMeJT CKa3aTh «JIs1 Bac». — [lJ1s1 TOro, 4ToObl MPUIATH CIOAA.

Wx cnymamu. [IBe GapwlliHM, OMHA B KEJNTOM, Apyrasi B po-
30BOM, KOTOpBIE TTPOJABAIM B KHUOCKe JKUIbOepThl, Tak ObUH
B3BOJIHOBAaHbI NIPUCYTCTBHEM BEJIMKOIO YelIOBEKa, 4To 3a0buln
po NpUOBLIBHYIO MPOAAXKY, KOTOPYI0 OHU BEJIU 0 CHUX TOp
C WBSIIIHBIM U HEeYAEPKUMbIM YCEPAUEM, OMYCTOIas KapMaHbI
CBOUX T'OCTEN.

Mepkep nojomen K AJMHHOMY NPWIABKY, 3aBAJIEHHOMY B
NPUYYVIMBOM Oecriopsiike PbIHOYHBIMU BelllaMU U TPOU3BeE/Ie-
HUSIMU HCKYCCTBA, CO MHOXECTBOM TOJyIIeYeK [Uisi OyJaBoK,
Hen30eKHBIX Ha BCSIKOM OJIarOTBOPUTEIEHOM Oasape.

— Ecnu pasperute, s yTo-HUOYAb BBIOEPY, — cKa3as Mepkep
1OCJIe KPaTKOro MOTYaHUS.

KunbOepra yciplinana B ero rojoce Jerkoe BOJTHeHHe, KOTO-
poOe, KOHEUHO, TOJIbKO OHA OJIHa 3aMETWJIa, YTO CMYTHO U IO-
JILCTUIIO €M, ¥ B3BOJIHOBaJIO ee. M oHa crajia Becesio pacxBaliu-
BaTh TOBAp, KaK MPOJABIIKIIA, KeJIAoIast POAaTh ero.

— ¥V Hac npekpacHble Bely, MeTajuinueckue, ¢pappopoBsie,
ecTh OyMaKHUKH, TOPTCUTAPHI. . .

— BoT umMeHHO nopTtcurap; 3To-To MHE U HYKHO!

OH npOTSHYJ PYKY K MOPTCUrapy U3 TUCHEHOW KOXH, KOTO-
poro B 3T0 Bpems Kacanach pyka KumbpOeprtsl. OHa Oblia 0e3
NepyYaToK; UX MaJjblibl CJerka MPUKOCHYIMCh. Mepkep crepxkai-



cs1, YTOOBI HE B3IPOTHYTh, U €T0 B3MJIs] BCTPETUIICS C OOJBIIIMMU
CepbIMHU IVIa3aMH, CMOTPEBIIMMH Ha HETO M HE Cpa3y OTOpPBaB-
HIMMMUCA OT HETO.

— Her, ner, He Gepute 3TOT, OH 0€3 MOHOIpPaMMBbI; y Hac,
HaBEepHOE, €CTh C BalllUMHU WHUIMATAMU, — OBICTPO 3arOBOpMIIA
Kunwbepra, u ee rosioc ObU1, OBITh MOKET, HE TAKOW CIIOKOWHBI,
KaK BCer/a.

— a... ImenHo... BoT 3TOT, — CKa3aJl OH.

Ona nocMoTpesa Ha Belllb B €ro pyKax M paccMesiiach.

— Kaxercs, Bama damumms HaunHaetcs: He Ha OykBy «b»,
rocrionguH Knon Mepkep. Co3HaidTech, YTO Ballla pacCEIHHOCThb
SICHO JTOKa3bIBAET, KaK JaJIEKU BALIM MbBICJIHM OT HAlled HECUACT-
HOWU MPOJAXKH.

Ona cMestiack, 9YToO0BI CKPBITH cMyItienue. OHa ObuIa U TPO-
HyTa, ¥ TOpAA T€M, YTO IPOU3BOAWIIA HA ITOTO CHJIBHOTO YeJlo-
BEKA TAKOE BIIEYATIIEHUE, YTO OH COBCEM PACTEPSLICS.

OH B3OpOTHYJI U ceituac ke B3su1 cedst B pyku. Ha moprcurape
ob1a OykBa «b». Kakas ormormaocts! Hao 6b110 coiitu ¢ yma,
4TOOBI CIIeIaTh TaKylo omnOKy ! Hey:xenu aTa skeHI1Ha 10 Takon
CTENeHU BOJIHOBAJIA €ro, YTo OH 3a0bu1?!..

KoHneuHo, Bce 3TO mpOM30IILIO TaK OBICTPO, YTO HUKTO HUYE-
ro He 3aMeTHJI: yOIuKa OTXJIbIHY/A K OydeTy, rae HaunHajCs
KOHILIEPT.

— KoneuHo! — BockMkHyJ OH. — ['ie y MeHsi ronoBa? Bot kak
pa3z u «M».

OH B3s1 Apyro mopTcurap, OnsiTh B3MIAHYN Ha JKumbpOepry



¥ TI0CJIe HEKOTOPOTo KOJIeOaHHs TUXO CKa3al:

— YBepsiio Bac — 3TO MPOU3OIILIO HE TIOTOMY, UTO 51 ObLIT MBIC-
JISIMU J1aJIeK OTCIOf1A.

Ha 10T pa3 oHa cnerka rnokpacHesa, HO HIYero He OTBETHJIA.
W B3s171a CIIOKEeHHBIA OAHKOBBIN OWJIET, IPOTSHYTHIA WM.

— Yo BBl gymaerte genars Ha [lacxy? — cipocuit oH, MOMOT4aB
HEMHOTO, pa3Bs3HbIM TOHOM YEJIOBEKA, MPOAOJIKAIOIIErO CBET-
CKuil pasroBop. — Bel He yesxkaete u3 [Napuxka?

— Jla! Mens npurnamaioT B pa3Hble mecta. Ho s erie Huko-
My He Jayia cornacus. .. Bee komedmock. S paccunThiBaio cKopo
yexaTb, HO ellle He 3Hato Kyaa. OaHa noxgpyra 3o0BeT MeHs B Ty-
peHb, Ipyrasi XoueT yBjieub B buappuil, 1 HakoHell, MOsI Ky31Ha
Jlemasu HacTanBaeT, YTOOBI 51 IPOBEJa HECKOJIBKO JIHEH y Hee, B
®OHTEHOIO. .. HO { €Il HE 3HAIO. ..

— A, — mpoGOpMOTaJl OH, — BHI €1lie He pelin. .. OueHb Kai-
KO... f Ha BTOopoii nenb [acxu nomkeH exatb B OKcep Ha OTKPbI-
THie namsATHUKA. [1o Bo3BpailieHnu st BOCIOJb3YI0Ch TeM, UTO, U3-
3a poCIycKa majar, y MeHs OyleT CBOOOTHOe BpeMsi, W 5 T0-
ely Ha HECKOJIBKO JIHEH B IEPEBHIO. .. 1 CTAHOBIIOCH CMEUTHbIM,
OTTOrO YTO HUKOIJA HE MOb3YI0Ch KaHUKYJIaMH. .. 1 oXox Ha
NPUJIeKHOTO yueHHuKa. U Tak Kak s1, HaBepHoe, BbiOepy PoHTeH-
6710, TO, MOXET ObITh, MHE ¥ TIOBE3ET: MOE MPEeObIBAHNE TaM COB-
najer ¢ BalliM.

On 3amornk. [onHas, ciuikoM HaMa3zaHHas 1ama, B BOJTHAX
IIeJIKa [aHXaH, ITyMHO OpOCHIIach K HUM.

— Kak s onozgana! INouenyit mens, Kunpoeprouka! I'ocro-



JMH MUHUCTP, HAIlla 3HAMEHUTOCTh, KaK 51 CYaCT/IMBA BaC BUJIETh.
Ax, Bamia nocneHsas peub! Yto 3a uyno! 4 Oblna B Mectax mis
nyOJIMKY 1 eJjBa C/IepXkKajiach, YTOOBI He aryIonupoBarh! beaHbii
®parmens! Bol ero coBcem oropormu! KunbOepra, goporas
MO, 51 B OTUasSIHUM, MHE CTpAIIHO CThIHO! §I Bam oberiasna ObITh
37ech ¢ yTpa. MeHs Tak TIIyIo 3a7epkajid, MpHiuia OeloBei-
ka. Ho mbl HaBepcTaeM norepsiHHoe BpeMs!.. Ckaxure: 310 pe-
IEHO — BbI efieTe ¢ Hamu B TypeHb? Mbl paccunThIBaEM Ha Bac.
SI Bac yBOXy B MOeM aBTOMOOWMIIE B OYy/IyII1ii BTOPHUK.

Kunp6epra ['epnu3 caenana Buf, 4To OHA B CTPAITHOM OrOp-
YEHUH.

— Hdoporast Mos, 1 B OTYasiHUU. DTO HEBO3MOXKHO. Bbl 3Hae-
Te, MOsI Ky3WHA paHbllie MpurJamniana MeHs: B @oHTeHOso. .. oHa
TaK HACTaMBaJa, YTO 51 € OKOHYATEIHbHO OOeMIaa. .. BOT TOMb-
KO BYepa... CylleCTBYIOT, YBbI, POJCTBEHHbIE OTHOILIEHUS. ..
TOJIBKO 4YTO roBopuia o0 3toMm rocrioguny Kinony Mepkepy. A
JOJKHA €XaTh MOC/Ie3aBTpa.

Ona emie pa3 B3MISAHYJIA HA HETO U MPOYJIA B €r0 Ia3ax pa-
J0cTh 1 OnmarogapHocTb. OHa YyTh 3aMETHO, HO BECEJIO U JIACKO-
BO ynbIOHY/1ach. OH npocTuiics v Bbines. Kak u npu nosisineHnu
€ro, B TECHUBIIIEWCS] BOKPYT Hero Tourne mentanu: «Kinon Mep-
kep!.. 9to Kiog Mepkep!..»

OH B nepBbIi pa3, ¢ TeX NOp KaK MPUIyMaJl 3TO 3aMellEeHUe
Y C TAKUM MacCTepPCTBOM ITPOBOAMII €T0 B )KU3Hb, YBUIEN 00paT-
HYI0O CTOpOHY ero. Ero cpasy oxBaTWJIO Xrydee, My4UTEJIbHOE
YyBCTBO: TYT OBUTH M PEBHOCTh, M YHUXKEHVE, U BO3MYIIICHVE. . .



OH 11001eaHEN.

DKUMax kJajl ero nepea MuHUCTepcTBOM. Payns bepxkan
OTOCJIaJT ero ¥ OOJIBIIMMHU Iaramu momes Ha octpoB CeH-Jlyw,
rae nommHHbIN Kitog Mepkep, TOT, KOTO OH TOJIBKO 3aMelal,
KA €r0.

Bepxan 1mien Joiaro, 4ToObl YCTIOKOUTHCSI OT HOBBIX UYBCTB,
BOJIHOBABILUX €ro... OH Tak ObLI MOTpyKeH B CBOU MBICJIH, TaK
60poJICsl C MPOTUBOPEUMBBIMU UyBCTBAMM, OXBATUBIIMMU €O,
YTO IIEJ BJIOJb PEKU, COBEPLLIEHHO HE OTJAaBasl OTYETA, [JIE Ha-
xomutca. W BOpyr yBuges, 4ro gouien 10 AyCTEPIMIIKOrO MO-
CTa; OH TepelresT ero 1 JeBbiM Oeperom, no HabepexHon CeH-
Bepnap, nodpascs no ocrpoBa Cen-Jlyu, yepes mocrt ae-ist Typ-
Hesb. Hacrynanm cymepku.

Tpu 1A urpas oH posib Mepkepa, ¥ Tenepb TOT, YUTasd, KAall
ero. YBU/Is BHOBb 3TOTO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIA ObLT peaslbHO Be-
JIMYMHOM, TOT/Ia Kak OH ObUI ero TeHblo — bepxkan, 6e3 coMHe-
HUS, emle Oojiee OCTPO MOYYBCTBOBAJI BCIO rOpPedb TOJBKO YTO
MOSIBUBIIENCS B HEM 3aBUCTU. HO, BO BCSKOM cilydae, OH Cymell
CKpBITh ee. OH CHOBa BCELEJIO MOAJAIICSA aBTOpUTETY Mepkepa.
OH cBOMM OOBIYHBIM (PaMUITbSIPHO-TIOUYTUTEILHBIM TOHOM JIOBE-
PEHHOI'0 YMHOBHMKA, [IENAIOIIErO JOKJal, pacckasanl Mepkepy,
YTO OH JIeNIaJl 32 9T TPH [TH, Koraa ObUT Ha €er0 MeCTe, U Kakue
HOBOCTHU OBbUIH €My COOOIIICHBI.

Mepkep BHUMATENBHO CJIyIIal €ro, IpepeiBas BpeEMs OT Bpe-
MEHU TO KaKUM-HHOYb BOIIPOCOM, TO 3aMEUaHHUEM.

— 41 coBcem 3a6bu1, fOporoi Mot bepxkan. A gomken Bam cie-



JIaTh HEeOOJBINIOE 3aMevyaHue. B CeromHsIHuX yTpeHHUX rase-
Tax OMATh TOBOPAT O MOEeM OCTpoyMuH. .. OKa3biBaeTcs, 51 ObLI
OYEHb OCTPOYMEH Ha IIPUEME TPETHETO AHS B TOPOACKOU IyME. ..
Yro Bl M Tam HaroBopuu? [loxkanyiicta, He 3a0bIBaiiTe COBE-
TOB Moero apyra Boree... He Hamo 06 3TOM, — IpO/IoiKai OH,
OCTaHaBIIMBas pykolo bepxana, 4ToObI TOT He OTBeYasl. — ToJb-
KO He 3a0yabTe, YTO Y MEHsI COBCEM HET PermyTallliid CBETCKOTO
YeJioBeKa. .. A 4TO 3TO 3a 6J1aroTBOpUTENIbHBIN 6a3ap, 0 KOTOPOM
BbI HE paccKazaiv MHe?

— 41 TosmpKO 4TO XOTEN pacckasarb, — oTBeTWII bepxkan. —
TOJIBKO UYTO OTTYAa. Bac oueHp Onaromapuia rocroxa enarepc.
Ona cka3ana, 4To ee My:X — Ipe/ice/iaTesIb COBETa — CETOJHS YKe
HE TaK CTpajaeT OT aCTMbl; rocnioxka B oHa mpocurt Bareu rnpo-
TEKLUU VI CBOETO I0HOTO IUIEMSIHHUKA... OH XO4YeT MATU IO
JAWTUIOMATUYecKou gopore... OHa HaroMUHAIa BaM 00 OpJieHe,
oOeraHHoM ee 34TI0. .. OHa ObUIa OUeHb MHTepecHa. Bbl Kynuim
y Hee, 3a CTO (DpaHKOB, BOT 3Ty I'PaBIOpPY.

— Ho Beap oHa yxacHa, — cka3an Mepkep.

— A y rocnioxu ['epiu3 Bbl Ky BOT TOT nopreurap. .. 13-
MeHWICS JM rosioc bepxkana, Korga OH TOBOPUJI O TOCTIOKE

['epnuz, wim Mepkep, yciiblilaB ee uMsi, O4EHb B3BOJTHOBAJICS
— TOJIKO MEX/1y HUMHU MPOOEKaIO0 YTO-TO, KAKOE-TO MTHOBEH-
HOE OIIyIIEHUEe, HEMPEOAOIMMOE, HEYTOBUMOE, HO OHO C OBICT-
POTOI MOJTHUM OCBETHUJIO UX B3aUMHYIO BPakJIeOHOCTb.

— l'ocnoxka Jlanannens nmpuexajia 0O4eHb MO3JHO, — MPOAOI-
*kan bepxkaH, — OHa MO3/IpaBMIIa BAC, YTO BBl 32)KaJIM POT — COO-



CTBeHHOe ee BhipaxeHre — @parnmemo. OHa Obla B MyOuKe. . .
Bor, kaxercs, u Bce... Ax, 3a0but! [To JaHHOMY MHe yKa3aHUIO,
BbI 3a5IBWJIM Pa3HbIM JIMIIAM, YTO TOCJIE OTKPBITHS TAMSITHUKA B
Okxkcepe, Bbl ye[IeTe Ha HECKOJIbKO JIHEN B OKpeCcTHOCTU POHTEH-
0no. Korma xe exars?

— O4eHb CKOpO. DTO BBIXOAUT KAaK-TO YPE3MEPHO CTPAHHO:
He JaBaTh ceOe HU MUHYTHI oTabixa. Haj Moeil HemcToBoii pa-
60toii yxe cmetorcsi. Ho Gnmaronapsi BaMm 3TOT OT/IBIX, BIIPOYEM,
JOBOJIbHO OTHOCHUTENIBHBIN, TaK KaK U 32 TOPOIOM KO MHE OyayT
IIPUCTABATh HE MeHbIIE, YeM B [lapuke, MHE 1acT 3/1€Ch HEIEIO
TIOJTHO# CBOOOBL. XOTS 9TO, TIOKATYH, M HE COBCEM OCTOPOKHO.
MoxeT ciyuuTbcs Kakas-HUOYIb HEOKUAAHHOCTh, WU, €CTIH —
9TO HEBEPOSITHO, HO BCE-TAKMU. .. €CJIM BbI BIIPYT TaM 3a0oJieeTe. . .

— Y MeHs npekpacHoe 340pOBbe, — KUBO IpepBai ero bep-
’KaH, — U BCErJa XBaTUT CWJI yeXaThb MO KEJIEe3HOM JI0pore Win
B aBTOMOOMJIE, BEpHYThCA clofa U ctath bep:xanom. TouHo Tak
e s IOCTYIUTIO, €CITU CIYUIUTCS YTO-HUOYIb HEOXKUJAHHOE, KaK
9TO U OBIBAJIO /IBa WM TP paza. MHe OylneT 9TO HUCKOJIBKO He
TpynHee caenats B @oHTeHom0, yem B [Naprxe.

— Hy koneuno. Bce e mnpu3Haioch BaMm, 4YTO IPOBECTH
HECKOJIbKO JIHEH Ha JIOHE ITPUPOJIbI, MEHsI O4eHb COOJIa3HsIeT, caM
He 3Haio rouemy. U ecii Ob1 y MeHsI He ObIJIO CTOJIBKO paOOTHI. . .
Ho 310 HEBO3MOXKHO!

Mepxkep Bcras. OH BbIILIEN B COCEJHIO KOMHATY, B HECKOJIBKO
MHUHYT NIEpEOesiCsl U CTEP KPACKY C YCOB.

BepxaH B 3T0 BpeMs MPUHSIT TOT OOJHK, C KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO



4yTO paccrajics Mepkep.

— o cy0600THI, — ckazan eMmy Mepkep. — 3aBTpa y MeHsI 3ace-
JlaHue, Mocje3aBTpa 3apoc B MapiamMeHTe. DTH J1Ba JHS s caM
JOJIKEH OBITh TaM. . .

Mepkep ObicTpo Bbien. OH mepernien yepe3 MOCT M Ha yr-
ny Cen-’KepmeHckoro OyiibBapa TOI03BaJI U3BO3YMKA U CKa3al
cBoil agpec. Ha Hero Hanmano pazgymbe. Kakoe-To riyxoe pas-
JpaxeHue, MPUUUHbI KOTOPOrO OH HE MOT YSICHUTD ce0e, BOJTHO-
BaJIO ero. BIpyr oH MOHsUI, YTO 3TO pa3fpakeHue BbI3BIBACTCS
Bepxxanom. B Hem 3apomuiack 371002 Ha TOTO YesloBeKa, KOTO-
pbIi TaK YacTO U C TAKMM YCIIEXOM M300paxal ero camoro. 3Ha-
YUT, TaK IPOCTO ObITh MepKepoMm, eciii KaKOR-TO MPOBUHINAIb-
HBIIl HUYTOXHBI YMHOBHUK MOT TaK JIETKO 3aMeHsTh ero. Ko-
HEYHO, 37IeCh HeOOXOIMMBIM YCJIOBUEM OBLIIO MX HEOOBIKHOBEH-
HOe (pr3HUYecKOe CXOJCTBO, HO Bellb He B (PU3UIECKOM Xke 00NIu-
Ke 3aKJII04anach cuiibHasi MHAMBUIyaTbHOCTh Kiona Mepkepa?

OH 3aKypuJ1 MANupocy 1, OOMKEHHBII, OCKOPOIEHHBIN U YHU-
JKEHHBII TeM, YTO TaK JIETKO ObLJIO 3AMEHUTh €ro, CTaJl Pa3MBbIIII-
JIATH O TIIETE CJIaBhI.



I'naBa V
JI1000Bb

B atot Beuep Payns bepxan oneBaicsi ¢ 0cOOEHHBIM BHIMA-
HUEM B HAps/JHOU CHAJIbHE CBOETO HOMEpa, KOTOPbIM OH 3aHU-
MaJl B OJHOM U3 POCKOLIHBIX OTesieil. OH, C HAMBHOCTBIO IOHIIA,
JKEJIAIOILIEr0 HPABUTHCS M AYMAIOIIETO, YTO XOPOIIO 3aBsS3aHHbII
TaJICTyK U THIaTeJIbHAs IPUYeCKa MOT'YT MOBIUAThH Ha JIIOOMMYIO
’KEHILUHY, 10JIT0 CTOsUT nepe] 3epkaiom: eciu 0b1 Kinon Mepkep
y3HAJI PO 3TO — OH HallleJ Obl ero cMelHbIM. Tak, 1Mo KpaiHei
Mepe, nogyMai bepxan, Hanesass cMokuHr. [IpaBaa, 4ro Hapsagy
C 9TUM OH TIOIyMaJ, ¥ He 6e3 pazapaxenusi, uto MHenne Kiona
Mepxkepa He UMeeT 1Sl HeTO HUKAKOTO 3HAYEHUS.

Bort yxe Henemo, uro oH B ®oHTeHOs10 — B pou Kiioma Mep-
kepa. OH Buaut Kwisbepry ['epnu3 Kakaplil 1eHb W 9acTo 110
JiBa pa3a B JIeHb, IOTOMY YTO KPOME MX BCTpeY y Ky3UHbl JKMiib-
6epthl, rocrioxxu Jlemasu, ¢ BOCTOProM MprHUMABIIEN 3TOrO Be-
JIMKOTO YeJIOBeKa, OH 4acTo BcTpevasl KunbOepTy U CllydaitHo;
9TU CiTydau ObUIM TaK MPUSITHBI U TAK 9aCTO TIOBTOPSUTUCH, UTO,
BEPOSITHO, TYT TIOMOTJT KTO-TO U3 HUX OOOWX, a MOXET ObITh,
MOMOTaJIN U 00a.

Ternepsb oH J00m1 JKUnpOepTy 0YeHb rTyOOKO, TOM JII0OOBHIO,
KOTOpasi JaeT U HaclaxJIeHUe, U CTpajlaHue; OH JJa)Ke U HE IIbl-
TaJics OOPOTHCS € HElo — TaK HermoOearMa Ka3anach emMy 3Ta Ipu-
BA3aHHOCTb. OH HE CMeJ cliesiaTh JO CUX MOp MPSMOro IpU3Ha-



Hus JKunpOepre, He cMel MOJIUTh ee 00 OTBETe, HO JIO OThe3/ia
OCTaBaJIOCh TOJILKO ABa JHS, U OH 3HAJ, 4TO He yeaeT u3 PoH-
TeHOJI0, He TIOTOBOPUB C HEll.

OH BHIIIIEN U3 IOMY B TIOJIOBUHE CEIbMOT0, YTOOBI UATH K TOC-
noke Jlemasu, JaBaBIlied B 9TOT AeHb 00e/ B ero yecth. OHa ¢
TOPKECTBYIOIEN HACTOMYMBOCTBIO IPENOAHOCHIIA ETO BCEM CBO-
uM 3HakKoMbIM. OHa npuriamana HapouHo u3 [lapuxka apyseid,
yTOOBI MOKa3aTh MM, HACKOJIBKO OJIM3Ka OHA CO 3HAMEHMTHIM
rOCyJapCTBEHHbIM JesiTesieM. bepikaH MOIUMHSIICS 3TOMY C Ta-
KON 0X0To, KoTopyro Kion Mepkep B poIokeHUe BCer CBO-
el Kapbephbl He BbIKa3blBaJl HUKOMY; HO bBepkaH 1 He Ha TO ObLI
ObI ToTOB paau compkenus ¢ Kunpoeproit. Bce Haxonumu, 4To
Knoxg Mepkep caenasics mpoiiie, He TaKoW TajeKuid U XOJIOIHBIM,
KakK Tpexk/ie, CTajl IIOOUTh CBETCKUE YIOBOIbCTBUS. BepkaH HU-
CKOJIbKO He 3a00TWJICSI O TOM, UTO B 3TOM CJIy4ae OH MOABOIMI
YeJI0BEKa, poJib KOTOPOTO Urpal.

Brnipouem, y Hero JM4HO He ObLUIO TOW BHICOKOMEPHOU CYypO-
BOCTH, C Kakolo Mepkep 70 UX JIOroBOpa 3allvIall CBOE Bpe-
Mst. OH JIIoOMT OOIIECTBO, MTPUAaBajl 3HAUCHHUE OOJBIIIOMY CBe-
Ty, OBLT OUEHb CYACT/IMB, KOT/Ia MOT TIOSIBJISITHCS B HEM, KaK BCe-
MOTYIIHI YeIOBEK, OKPYKEHHbI BOCXUIIICHUEM U NTPUBETCTBU-
SIMH, OH — O€/THBIT TPOBUHITMATLHBI YNHOBHHK, 3HABIIIUH TOJTb-
KO 00e/Ibl B TPAKTUPUMKAX Ja TOCKJIMBBIE Bevyepa JoMa, Korjaa
€My CTAaHOBWJIUCH ITPOTMBHBI HUYTOXKHBIE IPEIECTH MECTHBIX Ka-
0OAYKOB M OH YKPBIBAJICSI B CBOEM OIMHOKOM JKUJIMIIE, OTYIIEeB-
M OT CKYKHU U OT HECOBITOYHBIX JKEJTAHUM.



¥ rocrioxwu JleMasu ObLIO B 9TOT Beuep YeJIOBEK JIBEHA/IIATh,
Cpely KOTOPBIX CTapbli ToBapuil Mepkepa 1o Koienxky, byd-
peMoH. OH caMm, 0e3 BCAKOH 1lepeMOHMH, BbITpocua y Kusb-
OepThl yecTh ObITh MPUIJIAIIEHHBIM Ha 00en. OH Hafesicsl BOC-
TMOJIb30BATHCSl STUM UHTUMHBIM COOpaHUEM, e ero 3HAMEeHH-
THII IpyT Oy/IeT, KOHEYHO, IOCTYITHee, YeM B IPYyTOM MecTe, UTO-
ObI JIOOUTHCS KPACHOM PO3ETKU, KOTOPYIO OH Kask1aJ Bee Oosiee
u 6oJiee cTpacTHO, 6e3paccyIHO, TIOUYTH OOJIe3HEHHO.

[Mocne 06ena, Kak TONBKO BCE MEPEILIA B CATIOH, OH JIOBKUMU
Y CMEJIbIMU NPUEeMaMU 3aBJIeK MUHHUCTPA B OJUH U3 YTOJIKOB. ..
[Tocne Heckompkux GaHAIBHBIX (hpa3 U BOCXHUIIEHUS OH CAesall
CHayaJla HECKOJIbKO TYMaHHbIX HAMEKOB, 3aTEM 3arOBOPHII O CBO-
€M KeJlaHuU yxke sicHee. bepxkaH, Bcerna CKJIOHHBIA K IIYTKE,
MPUTBOPUJICS, UTO HE TIOHUMAET ero. bydpeMoH cran HacToinuu-
Bee U, MpU/isl B OTUASHUE TIPU BUJIE, YTO Y HErO YIUJIBIBAET STOT
3HAaK OTINYMS, €3 KOTOPOTO KU3Hb ISl HETO He MMeJa HUKAKOU
MIPEJIeCTH, Pelluil JEUCTBOBATD MPSAMO. Y HEro Ha JIOY BHICTYITHII
TMOT; OH TaK JPOXaJ OT BOJIHEHMS, UTO HE MOT TOBOPUTb, HE MOT
CBSI3HO CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO (ppa3 M Melaa TOBAPUITIECKOE «ThI»
C TOP’KECTBEHHBIMU (popMYysiaMu O(PULIMATBHOW BEKIMBOCTH; OH
rOBOpUJI 00 YBEHUAHHUHU €T0 Kaphepsl, O XKeHe, 00 yCIIyrax, KOTo-
pbie OH MOT Obl OKa3aTh, €CJI Obl YBHUJIEI TIOOIIPEHHE, O TIpaBax
JpYyKOBbl, WAYIIEN C TeX CYACTIIMBBIX THEU, KOTraa OHU cUeu OOK
0 OOK Ha IIKOJIbHOW cKambe... Jla! Dta merckas apyxOa omHa
TOJIbKO HAcCTOsIIasA U BeyHas1!.. VI OH ¢ rOpIoCThIO HAIOMHUJI, KaK
Mepkep XBaTHJI €ro KyJIaKOM B IJ1a3, KOTJIa OHU ObUTM B IIECTOM



ksacce. OH JOTO TOBOPUII O MIOBOAY KPAaCHOM PO3ETKH, 3aTEM
CHOBA BCIIOMHWJI KeHY, JIETeH, KOTOPbIe TaK Obl TOPIVITHCK. . .

Paznpaxennsiii bepxxan BApyr BCIOMHWI OOBIYHYIO (ppasy
Mepxkepa 1 cyxuM, Kak y TOro, roJIocoM cKazaJ:

— Me1 moroBopum 06 3TOoM. — Ul IOBEpHYJT €My CITHHY.

HecuactHeii BypeMoH, OTIMYHO 3HABIIMKA CMBICH 3THX
CJIOB, ObLIT COBCEM YOMT; OH Be/lb yXke JAyMaJl, UTO JOOUIICS CBO-
ero. ..

A bepixaHn, B Ty k€ MUHYTY KaK HECYaCTHBII OTOIIIE] OT HETO,
yBujen Bosje cebs Kumpoepry. OHa yIUBIEHHO CMOTpesa Ha
HEro.

— O! Kakoi1 xectokuil ToH! — cka3zajia oHa. — ¢ eBa y3Hasa
Ball rojioc. 10 rojsoc MuHKUcTpa? Benp Tak?

OH HEMHOTrO MOKPACHEN U, CMYIIIEHHbI — KaK BCEraa B MpHU-
CYTCTBUM ITOM KEHIIMHBI, HAIIEJI CKa3aTh €1 TOJIbKO:

— 51 He 3Hau1, 4TO BBI CIBIINATE MEHH. .. — M 1TOCIe MUHYTHOTO
MOJTYaHUSI TPUOABHUIL, CTAPASCh YIBIOHYThCS: — 3/1€Ch HET MUHHU-
crpa. Ilepen BaMu MpocTo YesnoBEK, KOTOPBIN. .. — OH HE OKOH-
g1 (ppasbl.

— Ha, — ckazana Xunpbepra, — cipocuTe-Ka HECYaCTHOTO
Bydpemona, OH Tak yMOJIsisI Bac. .. CIIPOCUTE €r0: €CTh JIU 3[1eCh
BCEMOTYILIMA MUHUCTP?..

bepxan noxan reyamu:

— OH HacTaumBaeT Ha MOJIYYEHUH TOrO, YTO MO CIPABEJIUBO-
CTU HEJb3sl 1aTh EMY.

— boxe moun! — ckazana oHa. — {1, kaxercs, 3Halo, 4ero oH



IIPOCHT, U, MPaBo, 3TO ObUIO OBl OnarofesinuemM! OH, KOHEUHO,
3a00JieeT, eciii He MOYYHUT. .. S1 O4eHb IpyXkHa C ero KeHOW U
ropstuo Jooso ee... M 3HaeTe: Koraa HecrpaBeJIMBOCTh HUKOTO
He OOMKaeT, a, HaITPOTUB, MOXET JOCTaBUTh TOJIBKO PalOCTh. ..
TO OHA, [I0-MOEMY, U3BUHUTENIbHA.

— Hy, Tak 310 Oy/1eT ucrnoHeHo!| — cka3ali OH, COBEPIIEHHO 3a-
ObIBas1, YTO PACMOPSIKAETCS BIACTHIO, HE MPUHAJIeKAIIEH eMy. —
Byner ucnoiHeHo, MOTOMY YTO BBl JKE€JIaeTe 3TOro... S oueHb
CYACTJIMB.

OH Tak OTKPOBEHHO PAJI0BAJICS BO3MOKHOCTH TOBUHOBATHCS
Y CIIY’KUTh €M, JI0Ka3aTh €1, KaKylo BJIACTh OHA UMEJA HaJl HUM,
yto KuapOepra mokpacHesa U He 3HaJIa, YTO OTBETUTH EMY.

OH xe, 6e3 BCSIKOro nepexofa, cka3a ed THXO:

— 4 yesxar nocnesasTpa... Bel 3Haere... Bbl Toxe BO3Bpa-
njaerech B [lapuk... MHe Ha/lo MOrOBOPUTh C BAMHU PAHBIIIE. ..
Hapo Bugets Bac onHy. .. MosxkHo 3aBTpa? [oxanyiicra! d gon-
JKE€H MOTOBOPUTH C BAMM. . .

OHa omycTuia na3a U OTBETWIA OYE€Hb THUXO:

— Xopouo... IIpuxonure croga B Tpu 4aca. f 3Hato, 410 Ky-
3WHBI HEe OyZIeT IoMa.

W, orxonsi, oHa B3MIsIHY/IA HA Hero. OH B3ITISTHYJ TaK ke, 1 002
3arpeneranv. M o0a yxke 3HaIM, 4TO 3aBTpalllHEe CBUIAHNE HE
CKa)XeT UM HMYEro HOBOro. M Bce-Taku OHU ¢ OBIOIIUMCSI Cepii-
LIEM AyMaJIM O HEM BCe BpeMsi, IIOKa OHO HE COCTOSIJIOCH.

Korna Ha gpyroit nenb bepikaH MO3BOHWII y PEIETKU BUJI-
JIbl TOCTIONM Jlema3u U CTapuK-ciayra, OTBOPHUBILHKA €MY JBEPb,



CKPBLICSI, OH YBUJIEN Ha KpbUiblie foMa 2Kuboepry. OHa Jierko u
IPaIMO3HO COIILIA C JIECTHUILIBI U ABUHYJIACh K HEMY HABCTpEUy.

— OcraHemcs B caly, XOTuTe? — CKa3ajla OHa HE OYeHb yBe-
PEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

OH caM CTpaIIHO BOJTHOBAJICS; TOPJIO Y HETO CKUMAJIOCh, PYKU
apoxanu. OHU TPOILIN MPSIMO B aJLJIeo.

D10 ObUT rPOMAIHBIN 3amylieHHbld caf. [lepea momom, cpe-
JI¥ IIBETOYHBIX KYCTOB, ObLI MPY/I, HA KOTOPOM I1JIaBaJIH JieOeau.
Mesxy 3eneHbIMU KycTamu Oenenu cratyu. Hasblie i 60b-
e AepeBbsi, TEMHENIM 3apOCIINe TPABON aJlled MEXKIY IIbIIII-
HBIMHU KYCTaMU KaCMUHOB. YTPOM IIIeJT JOXK/Ib; HA BETBSIX eIl
JpOKaIM Karuld, HO anpebCKUA JIeHb, BECh HACHIIIIEHHBIN BJa-
IO ¥ 3HOMHBIM COJIHIIEM, OBUI TEIUIBIN, KaK JIETOM.

Kunpbepra u Paynb num psaom, MojTda, MpsiMO B TTYCTHIH-
Hyl0 TeHb ayuledi. Kakas-To cwia, moguuHsBIIas cede BOIIO,
opnazena bepxanom. OH sicHO BUJeN Bce Oe3ymMue CBOMX TIO-
CTYIIKOB, BHJIEJ, B KaKyl0 MpONAacTh CTpPaJaHusl, pa3oyapoBa-
HUSI U YHWKEHHs] OpocaeTcsi OH M0 COOCTBEHHOUW BOJIE; HO OH
3HAJ TaKXe, YTO HUKaKasl BJIaCThb B MUPE HE MOXET MOMellaTh
€My CKa3aTh €, 4To OH JoouT ee... Ho oH eme konedancs. ..
Ero ynepxkuBaia TOJIBKO ojHa OOS3Hb: 1aTh €f CTPaJaHus. . . KO-
/1a-HUOY/Ib TIO3XKE. . . KOTJIA Y3HAET. .. [IOTOMY YTO BO3MOXKHO JIH,
4yTOOBl OHA He y3Hanma? Ho oHa Oblia 311ech, PSIIOM C HUM, OHA
y’ke Obl1a ero, MoTOMYy 4TO OHA yie JIoOWIa ero, OH He COMHe-
Bajics B 3TOM. Bech Mup, BCs KHM3Hb COCPEAOTOYMBAIIUCH IS
HEro B HACTOSIIIIEM MTHOBEHUH, BO BJIACTHOM YYBCTBE CTPACTH,



B TOPIIOM YTIOGHUH OXUIAaHUEM €€ TIPU3HAHUS B JIIOOBH.

Kunpbepra Bujiena, Kak OH BOJTHOBaIcs. [IpunuceiBast 310
€IMHCTBEHHOM MTPUYMHE, KAKYI0 OHA TOJIBKO U MOIJIA JIOYCTUTb,
oHa ObLJ1a TPOraTeJbHO B3BOJTHOBAHA. DTa CKPOMHOCTb Y TAKOTO
JeJIoBeKa SIBJISIACh CAMBIM SIPKMM JIOKA3aTeJIbCTBOM €ro JTI0OBU
K HEW.

OH 3aroBopuJ1 BIOJT0J0CA, OTPHIBUCTO, HE CMes B3IJISIHYTh
Ha Hee:

— Bbl 3Haete, 3a4eM s MONPOCKI BaC MPUNTH HA 3TO CBUIA-
Hue?.. Benp 3Haere? Jla?

W, He noxuaasce oTBeTa, MPOAOIIKAIL:

— 4 oueHb cMy1IeH... A He mpuBBIK cMylarbes. [Ipocture
MeH4. .. BOT 1 He Hax0:Xy €J10B, KOTOpBIE XOTeN cKa3ark BaM. [Ipu
BacC s COBEpILICHHO He y3Halo ceOsl. .. 1 Tepsiock. .. Bbl MeHs 1mo-
naiisiete. .. Sl coBcem He ymelo BiaieTh coOoi. Bbl TOMKHBI Ha-
XOIUTh MEHSI OYEHb KOMUYHBIM, BOT TEIIEPh, KOTJA S UAY PAIOM
C BaMu U MO4y. A Be/ib, KJISTHYCh BaM, KOrJa 51 OUH U, Aymas
0 BacC, OCMEJIMBAIOCh TOBOPUTH C BAMU — 51 HAXOXKY OYEHb Kpac-
HOpEUMBHIE CJIOBA... A ceiluac s TOYHO 3aCTEHUMBBIA PEOCHOK.
CkaxuTe: MOXKHO JIM MHE TOBOPUTH? Bbl 3HaeTe, 4To 51 XOuy Bam
cKkazarb. Eciiu BaM HENpUSATHO — 3alIPETUTEe MHE TOBOPUTb. .. Pa-
JIY Bac, pay MEHH. ..

OHM OCTaHOBUJIMCH OKOJIO I'YCTOU KyTbl KycTOB. OHa MOJHsIIA
ra3a. Yl oH yBuaen 1ot xke B3MIsA[l, KOTOPbIH MOMMaJl HAKaHYyHE.
On 326611 1 Mepkepa, 1 bepxkana. Bbut TOTbKO My X4YMHA, JIATIOM
K JIAIY C KEHIIMHOMU.



— 4 moo6mo Bac, JKunpOepra, — cka3al OH IITyXUM OT BOJIHE-
HUS TOJIocoM. — f1 oGm0 Bac BceMH CHUJIaMHU, JIIOOJIO BacC Tak,
4To 0e3 Bac XW3Hb HE MOXET MMeTh HUKAKOro cMmbicia. $1 Bac
JI00JTIO.

OHa npsiMo CTosiIa Tiepe]] HUM, BCs 3aJTUTast BIQKHBIM, MSIT-
KuM cBeToM. Hukor/a eme He BUa OH ee Takou KpacuBor. OHa
HE OTBeJIa OT HETO CBOMX CBETJIBIX I71a3, HO JISTKUW PyMSIHEI] 110-
KPBLI €e IIeKH, U I'Py/Ib CTalla OIHUMAThCS BCe ObICTpee U ObICT-
pee.

— 51 Toxe moOITIo0 Bac, — MPOCTO CKa3aja OHa.

— 3HAYMT, BBl COIJIACHBI PA3JEJIUTh CO MHOIO XH3Hb, — IPO-
60OpMOTaJ OH, BECh APOXKA OT PAAOCTH.

— Ma! 51 npexne He 3Hana Bac. Teneps — 3HaI0 ¥ JIIOOJTIO Bac.

— $1 momoOuI Bac ¢ MepBOTO JIHS, KaK YBUIEI. . .

Ona Beceno yblOHYIach:

— U Ttak nonro xaanu, 4ToObl cKa3aTh MHe?

— Honro?!. Ho...

— IIponuio o KpaiHen Mepe MATh-LIECTb JIET C TEX MOpP, KaK
MBI C BAMH BCTPETWINCh B MEPBBIN pa3. S He TOBOpIO, YTO MbI
OBLTN 3HAKOMBHI. . .



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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