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A. Bumec. «Kaxmga moBepusi. YMEOT JIU yIOBHIIA JIIOOUTD ?»

IIpoJior

KunensHo-6emebiii [1leBpone Kpy3 npoHeccst Ha KpacHblii CBET uepe3 nepekpectok. ['opo ere
He crai. Busr TopMo30B nmpopesa Houb U apav30Basl HECKOIBKUX MO3JHUX MerexonoB. TenedoH,
BBIOPOIIICHHBIN M3 OKHA MAIIIMHBI, 3aCKaKaJl 1o OpycyaTtke TpoTtyapa. CTeKJIo pa3ouUiioch OT ylapoB
00 acanbT, KOpITyC BeCh MOKPBUICS HapaniHaMyu ¥ TPECHY/I. DKpaH CyIOPOXKHO MepIasl, ¥ TOIbKO
JAMHAMUK BCe ellle Mpojoiikai padorarth. M3 Hero paznanock apedesxkariee:

— Kpucruna, He aenaii atoro! Ilonoxau! Iocnymai, He cment Tak nocrynath! Thl HE TIOHUMA-
emb! Bepuuch, Kpuctuna. . .

DKpaH Torac OKOHYATEJIbHO M OoJibllie He 3aropajics. bembiii Kpy3 Bce masbie yHOCHIICS
B OeJyI0 MIOHBCKYIO HOUb, TIepeceKasi MepeKpPecTKU BOMPEeKU cBeToopam.
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I'maBa 1

OHa OTKpbUIa TSKENYI0 JBEPh U BOIILIA U3 MOPO3HOrO MUTEPCKOTO Beyepa B MOJYMpaK HOY-
Horo ki1y0a. CTHIIBHOE MECTEUKO JaBHO MOI0OMIIOCH €l CBOeH aHerpayHAHOM OOCTAaHOBKOM. A ellie
KOPMUJIU 3[IECh COBCEM HEIOPOTO U BKYCHO.

Kpucruna Bceraga cuurana, 4to Beuep MATHULIBI, XOPOILasi KOMIIAHUS U €1a, KOTOPYIO MPUTo-
TOBWJI KTO-TO JIpyroy 3a TeOsi — OAHU U3 JIy4IlIMX Belllell B MUpe, HO Terepb He ollylaia ocoOoun
PaIoCTH.

«Her, 3TOT Beuep He Oy/ieT TaKMM, KakK HYKHO».

Beicokas neByiika B 6echOpMEHHOM MajbTO U 0OBEMHUCTOM IIapde CTPsSXHYJIA ¢ BOJIOC CHET.
Pychble ¢ SIBHBIM MeJHBIM OTTEHKOM, OHU CJIETKa BHJIMCh M CITyCKaJIUCh HIke Tuied. [loceTutenbHuia
MpOIILJIa MUMO OapHOH CTOMKH, UIa 3HAKOMBbIE JIUIIA.

— Msi 310ech! Kpuctuna! — no3Bas ee rpoMKuUi rojioc.

JeByIika 3amMeTviIa Jy4dilylo MOAPYTry, MAIIyllylo el pyKoW, U HalpaBuiIach B €€ CTOPOHY.
IMomxons k crony, KpucrtrHa moHsiia, 4to Oobliie % aaTh Hekoro. Bee yxke coOpauch.

— Hy, b1 kak? BeIisimuins CKBepHO, eciv 4ecTHO, — Huka Obuta mpsAMOJIMHENHA, KaK BCerja.
TonbKko Tenepb OHa cena 0OpaTHO Ha CBOE MECTO.

— Jla uuyero. Hukto Beap He ymep, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!

VrbiOka nonyuniach KpUBOi U HEUCKpeHHel, u KpucTtuna OpICTpo cTepria ee ¢ Juia.

— Ecnu xoueriib 3HaTh MOE MHEHUE, TO OH MPOCTO CKOTHHA, )KUBOTHOE, He YesioBeK. U yx Tem
Oosiee, HE MyKUMHA, — IOJaJIa TOJIOC ellle OfIHA TaBHss MpUATEIbHUIIA JeByIIKU, Bepa.

K cronuky noponuia opunmaHTka.

— Yro OyneTe 3aKka3bIBaTh?

JleByIIKy ObICTPO HAJIMKTOBAJIM IIEAPbINA CIICOK OJTIOM U ellie OoJiee BHYITUTEIIbHBIN IiepevyeHb
COMPTHBIX HAMUTKOB. OuUIMaHTKa KUBHY/IA U oTolLIa. Hal CTOMMKOM MOBUCIO HENOBKOE MOTYa-
Hue. OTKIaapIBaTh Jablie Kpuctuxe nokasanock O€CCMBICIEHHBIM, M OHA BBUIOKIIIA TIOAPYTaM To,
paay Yero OHU COOPaUCh — CBOIO MCTOPHIO. TUIMUYHYIO, B CYIIIHOCTH, HO TaKyl0, KOTOPOU Kaxaast
Xo4eT u30exarh B cBoel xku3Hu. Ero 3asepxku Ha padoTe, CTpaHHbIE HOUHBIE CMC C HEM3BECTHBIX
HOMEPOB, TIIyTIble TPUIUPKU U YIIPEKHU, XOTSI «BCE ke ObLJI0 HOpMaJIbHO». Y, HAKOHell, KyJIbMUHALIUS:
OHA paHbllle BpEMEHU MpPUE3KAET OT POAUTENIe U 3aCTaeT ero ¢ APYroil B X ChbeMHOUM KBapTUpe
B LIEHTpe.

B atoT pa3 Aprem He Kpuvain Ha Hee. OH IPOCTO OTCTPAHWJICS OT CBOEH MapTHEPIIH, oOee
JIMIIOM UM Hayajl COMBYMBO YTO-TO OOBSICHATD.

IToka pnmuncst ux poman, Kpucrune kazanoch, 4to ApteM — BCsl ee Ku3Hb. UTO cTouT ei
JIMIIUTLCS €ro, OHA TYT ke ynajaeT 3amepTBo. Ho Bompeku 3ToMy OHa CTOsIa B MpOeMe CHaJIbHU
¢ kameHHbIM JiutioM. Ceppne OellieHo THaJlo KpoBb, JI0 IiyMa B yiax. Ho oHa crosiia, poBHO U cIio-
KOIHO, TSIl Ha 3Ty ClLieHy, OyATO BBIPE3aHHYIO U3 AEIIEBON MEIOAPaMbl U BKJICEHHYIO B €€ KU3Hb.
3arem MeJUIEHHO, Ha HE CBOMX HOT'ax, POoIUIa B KOMHATY U 3aMETHJIA Ha IOy BO3JIE CBOEH MPUKPO-
BaTHOW TYMOOUKH YyXHe KpyKeBHbIe TPYChl. Bce ObU10 OOJIbIIIe MOX0XKE HA COH, YeM Ha PEaIbHOCTb.
TuimmHa noBucna Takas, 4to Kpucrune rnokasanock, OyATO KpPOBb, IPUXJILIHYBIIAS TETIEPh K TOJIOBE,
TMOWET Y Hee U3 YIIIeH, eclid He pa3lacTcs XOTh 3BYK.

OHa nopHsIa 171a3a Ha HE3HAKOMKY B CBOEH ITOCTEJNH:

— OH xopomui, na?

JleByIiKa B KpOBaTU MPUKPBIBATACH €€ OfIESJIOM U He TOBOpHMJIa HU CJIOBA.

— 3Haenb, BOT U 3a0upait ero cebe! — pe3Ko pa3BepHYBIIMCh, Kpuctuna 6pocuiach mpodb
W3 KOMHATHI.

OHa noHecsack 10 KBapTUpE TOYHO II1apoBass MonHus. Vckana cBoo Kouiky, bpuny, Hayraa
cobupaia kakue-To Bemy. Pabouas marmka, HOyTOyK, 3yOHasl IeTKa W nacra (Kynut ce0e HOBYIO,
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He pa3oputcs), peH, (PIaKOHUYMKU CO CPeICTBAMHM IS YKJIAAKH, KocMeTndKa. ['onoBa roroBa Oblia
ABIMUTD OT HANPSUKEHUsI, HO cOOOpaxasa Ha YIUBIICHUE XOPOIIIO.

Korgaa neBymika BOexkaia Ha KyXHIO 32 KOIIaYbMM KOPMOM, ApTeM HeOXKHUIaHHO BO3HUK Y Hee
3a CMHOM. [ 0bIiA, CO cierka BJIaKHOM KOXeH, TPUIEPKUBAIOIINI Ha MOsICE MOKPhIBAJIO:

— INocnymmaii, 3aii, He HAJIO IeIaTh MOCTIEITHBIX BBIBOJOB! DTO BOOOIIE HE TO, UTO THI AyMaelllb.
Korma s1 TeGe Bce 0OBSICHIO, THI eIle CMEAThCS Oy/IeIb !

Ero ronoc B3BomHOBaHHO Apoxkan. KpucrtuHa mpomoikana OpocaTh B CIIOPTUBHYIO CYMKY
KakMe-TO Bellly, He OTBevast HU cyioBa. Tormaa ApTeM MpeanprHsiI elle OfHY TOMbITKY.

— Kpucruna, ny, xsatut! Hy, mocMoTpy Thl Ha MeHs XOTs1 Obl! — OH B3UT €€ 3a IJIeYH C3aH,
coOMpasich pa3BEepHYTH JIUIIOM K cebe.

W TyT 4TO-TO BHYTpPH HEe HIENKHYJI0, OYATO CIOMAaoCh, TPECHYJIO OT HarpspkeHus. Wi ato
Pa30omIIoCh ee cepalle, WM KTO-TO CITyCTHII KypOK y Hee B Tpyau. [leByIlKa cXBaTuia HOX, 3a0bITHIH
KEM-TO Ha CTOJIE ¥ BBHIPBAJIACh U3 PYK NapHsi. Pe3ko oGepHyBIIMCH K HeMy Jniiom, Kprctruna nportie-
JWJia CKBO3b 3yObl:

— He nonxomu! He cmeii! Bosnbinie HUKOraa He cMeit Ko MHe npuommkatbes! Tol moHsn?! Huko-
rgal!!

— Kpucrun... Hy yto Te1?! Thl OmyMai, 4YTo TBOPHILB! — OH OIIAPAIIEHO OTCTYIWJI Ha Iuar
Hazaj, 3a4eM-TO TMOJIHSB JIaJI0HU BBEPX, OYATO €My I'PO3KJIH MUCTOJIETOM.

— A Hy OTOWIM C IOPOTH, — OHA MIOHM3MUJIA TOJIOC TIOUTH JIO IIETIOTa, TAKXKe He BBHITYCKasi U3 PyK
HOX, — €CJIM He XOYelllb, YTOOBI 51, U TIPaB/ia, HATBOPHJIA YTO-HUOYIb!

ApTeM ucnyranHo oTcTynuil. JIeByIka, KOTOPYIO OH, Kak €My Ka3aJloCh, XOPOIIIO 3HAJI, TeTeph
Obla cama Ha ceOs He moxoxka. Cepo-3eseHble IJ1a3a TOpes HEeHABHCTHIO. PhIKeBaThie BOJIOCHI,
HaMarHWYeHHbIE Map¢OM U MOPO30M, pacTperaiich U MPUIABAIN €l BUJI COBEPIICHHO Oe3yMHBIN
u sipocTHbI. He BeIMyckast Hoka u3 pyk, KpuctuHa mpockounsiia MEMO HEro B IPUXOKYI0, CXBaTHJIa
KOIIIKY ¥ €€ MEPEHOCKY, a 3aTeM BBICKOUMJIA B MOABE3I.

I'pomko xJtonHYNA OBEPD.

«[loexaBmas», — JoHECCs CAEIOM KEHCKUM ToJIoC.

TonbKO BHU3Y B MOABE3/I€ OHA HEMHOTO NpuILIa B ceOs. CBamuiia Bely Ha 1oJl, MPUHSLIACH
3aCTeruBaTh CyMKY, HaJbTO U OJUH PACCTETHYTHI HAMOJOBHHY Camor, COBAaTh JIBICYI0 MUTOMMILY
B niepeHocKy. M3 11a3 1o ropsitanm OT BOJTHEHM S IIeKaM KaTHIUCh clie3bl. OHU e Mellalii, U IeBYIIKa
MyTajach B MyTrOBUIIAX M MOMHUSX. Ha ysuile Ha mapKoBKe JOJITO HE MOIJIa HAUTH B CYMOUKE KIJTIOUH
oT MamuHbl. HakoHelr, morpy3uB cKpoMHBbIH Oarax B cBoit Oenbiii [lleBposne Kpys, ona 3aBesna aBTo-
MoOuib. Ho TpoHyThCsl He cymena. ' poMKre pblaHust POTHB BOJIM COTHYJIM ee rorosiamM. OHa ypo-
HUJIA TOJIOBY HA PYJIb U 3apeBeria, ke He CAEPKUBAsCh. VI3 MarHUTOIBI JOHOCKIIACH KAKasi-TO KU3HE-
pagocTHasi MeIOAMsI, KOIIIKA B TIEPEHOCKEe HAUYMHAJA BOJHOBATHCS M YTPOOHO MsyKasa, a Kpuctuna
TUIaKasia 1 He MOIJIa OCTAaHOBUThHCHS.

Hakoner, uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, €l yAaJI0Ch B3sITh ceOs1 B pyKU. BoITepeB OT Biaru riasa,
AEBYIIIKA 3aMeTHJIa Ha MaJTblIaX YepHbIe pa3BoIbl OT Tyl. Hoc pacmyx u3-3a ciie3 U Jpliiaji ¢ Mep3-
KHMM IIIyMOM U IIIMbITaHbeM. Bce 9T0 oTBiekaso ot Meiciel o riiaBHoM. Kyna Teneps eit nomarbcesi?

I[NepBoii nneei 6pu10 Moexats kK Huke, Ho motom Kpuctina cooOpasuia, 4to Ta v TaK yKe AeIUT
KBapTUPY C HECKOJIIBKUMH KIJTbLIaMK: Bepoii — ux o01eit 3HakoMoH, 1 MucTepoM [lapcu, orpoMHBIM
MEPCUACKUM KOTOM, Hali/IeHHBIM MOJIPYToi napy JieT Ha3aj Ha yiuiie. Y eciu Bepa MoskeT okazarbes
HE MPOTUB KOMIIAHUH, TO KOT Ha CBOEH TeppUTOpHHU KOIIKY KpHUCTHHBI HE MOTEPIHT YK TOYHO.

BricTpo HailTH Apyryio KBapTupy eil Obl He yIayloch, 1a U HYKHYIO CyMMBI Y Hee He ObLIO.
OcraBajicst OIMH BapraHT — poautesii. KoHeuHo, OHM OYeHb pacCTposiTCs U3-3a CIyduBIIUMcs. Bee
Be/Ib 0XKM/IAJIH, UYTO OHA BOT-BOT BbIAET 3amMyk. [1ycTh B ABaIIaTh OJMH eIlle HeKy/Ia CTIEIIUTh C 3TUM
JeJIOM, HO pa3 MOJIOZIble CUACTJIMBBI BMECTE U JIIOOAT JIpyT JApyra, To noyemy Het? Ee crapuku yxe
KOIWJIM JIEHBI'M Ha TOPXKECTBO U CTPOWIIM TUIaHbl. KpucTuHe crayio ux *kajib, M Cle3bl 4yTh ObUIO
HE TOJIWJIUCh U3 TJ71a3 C HOBOW CHUJION.
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UrtoObl cOBceM He pacKHMCHYTh, OHA IIEJKHYJIA TIOBOPOTHUK U OTheXajia OT TpoTyapa. [lotom
MPOCTO HE OCTaHABJIMBAJIACh — €3/1a OTBJIEKaJIa, 3aCTaBIslyIa CIISUTh 3a Toporoi. Tak aeByIika 1o0pa-
JIACh 10 POOUTEIIBCKOrO JIoMa B IIPUTOPOLIE.

Tonbko KpuctiHa nocraBuia MalivHy Ha TUIOIIAAKE y JIBEpel rapaxa, Kak Ha Mmopore rnoka-
3aJ1aCh €€ MaThb:

— Kpucruna? Tl otkyna Bapyr? U 6e3 3BoHKa. Thl B TOCTH WM TaK, TIO MyTH 3aCKOUMIIA?

[TpucMOTpeBIIMCh, JKEHIIMHA 3aMETH/Ia KpacHbIe 71a3a U MPUIyXIIuid Hoc godepu. Kak Obuia,
B JJOMAIIHUX TarloyKax, OHa MOIUIa el HABCTPEeYy 10 3aCHEKEHHOW JOPOKKE.

— Munas... IeBouka mos... Hy uto takoe? KpucruHouka, pouka! — marb 3a0upaia y Hee
U3 PYK YBECHUCTYIO KOILIKY B [IEPEHOCKE, OJHOBPEMEHHO YCIIeBasi M MPOBECTH TEIUIOW PYKOM IO eIl
BJIAKHOM 1LIEKe, ¥ TIONPaBUTh PacTpenaBIlIMecs: BOJIOCHI, U BECTU €€ MOJ JIOKOThb K Aomy. Kpucrune
MOYEMY-TO MOAYMAJIOCh, YTO Y MaTepell Ha BCe BCEr/la XBaTaeT PyK.

— Tak Tbl Temepb y poautenieit kuBemb? — Huka oTxae0Hysa TeMHOTO MUBA U3 BBICOKOTO
OoKaa.

— INoka ma, HO HajO chezkaTh. MecTa TaM MHOTO, TOJIBKO BOT 51 COBEPIIIEHHO OTBBIKJIA JKUTh
¢ pomuTtensMu U MM Oparom. OHU ke Bce BpeMst MeHs yremaoT! Bero Ty Henemo. Kaskpiii
neHb! S Tak HUKOTAA HE CMOT'Y 3TO TIEPEKHUTh.

— Bypnenb vickath KBapTHpy? — cripocuiia Bepa, 10 TOro XxpaHuBIIas MOTYaHUE HA MTPOTSKEHUN
BCEro pacckasa.

— Her, ... — oHa 3aMs1ach Ha MTHOBEHHE, — sl BEpHYCh Ha CTapyl0. ApTeM Harmcajl MHe CMC,
YTO ChEe3KaeT Be4epoM B BOCKpeceHbe. UTO OIIaTHII KBApTUPY Ha JBa Mecslia Brepe., 4To Mpo-
CHT TIPOITIEHbS U HE XOUeT MPUUMHATH MHE HeynoOcTBa. [109TOMy OCTaBjisieT MHE MOYTH BCE Belln
U Tiepee3kaeT B IPYroe Mecro.

— HaBepHsika, Kk cBoeit HOBoM naccuu. BoT npaktuunbiil mogoHok! C KBapTUPKOW, BUAMMO,
Hariuesn, — pacxoguiack Huka. — M reneps B 3Ty KBapTUPKY cbedxkaer. Ho cMoTpH-Ka, MOCTHI HE crie-
AT CKUTaTh — 3a TeOsI BIiepel KUJIbe OIUIATHII, XOTsI HUKTO ero 00 9TOM He Mpocuil. A s Bceraa
TOBOPHJIA, UTO PUEIITOPBI — JIFO/IN YIILJIbIe, U BEPUTh UM Heslb3sl HuKoraa! Thl TONBKO He B3MyMai po-
CTUTh €ro, TIOHsTa? A TO IOCMOTPHIIIb, OH K TBOEMY TPUXOJY eIlle IIBETOB OXamnKy Tede MpUHECeT,
Ha KOJIeHW BCTaHeT. Thl He B3yMail TaM YIIIA Pa3BECUTH!

KpuctuHa HecrienHo nuia MUBO | BIIOJTyXa CITyIalia, Kak Mmogpyra ¢ BOOAYIIEBIEHUEM TTOHO-
cuia ee ObBIIero mapHsA. OHa Jymana o ToM, JTIOOWIa M ApTeMa BCe 3TH JIBa Tofa WU MPOCTO
XOTeJia JOOUTh 1 OBITh JIIoOMMOI. HyXanack B KOM-TO, B HaJIS)KHOM MYXXUYUHE, a MOXET, B KOM-TO
ooutblieM. B Tom, KTO OBLI OBI €l1 OJIMKe BCEX HA CBETE, ITOHMMAJ OBl €€, CTAJl €l He TOJIBKO JII0OOB-
HUKOM, HO ¥ IpyroM. MoskeT ObITh, OHA T0 OIIMOKE MPUHSIA €ro 3a Apyroro. Besb OH, TOT camblid, ee
YeJIoBeK, He MOT Obl TaK ¢ Hel MOCTYNUTh. 3HAYUT, OHA TIPOCTO cama ceOe BhIIyMasa UX HieaibHbIe
oTHoreHus1. M tenephb 3Ta 0K pyXHYJIa U rorpedia ee mo o0JoMKaMHu.

[NorpyxeHHast rIyOOKO B CBOM TeUasibHbIe MBIC/IM, KpHucTHHA He cpa3y 3aMeTHiia, 4To TeMa
pasroBopa nepeMeHmIacb. HUKTO yxe He pyrajg HUKOro, HUKTO HUKOTO He JKaJiell, HUKTO He oOpa-
II1aJT Ha Hee HU MaJIelIiero BHUMaHus1. B3rsapl moapyr ObUTA MPUKOBAHBI K YEMY-TO M KOMY-TO
y Bxofa B Ki1y0. HeBosibHO OHa 06epHysiack. 1o 3amy MumMo 6apHOI CTOMKH IIUTH JIBa XOPOIIIO OfIETHIX
MOJIONBIX YesioBeka. OHM SIBHO MCKaM CBOOOAHBIN cTOJI. 002 BHICOKOTO pOCTa, YeM-TO HEYJIOBUMO
CXOKHE M B TO XK€ BpeMs pa3Hble. KamraHoBble BOJIOCH TOTO, UTO IIEJ UyTh BIIEPEAU, JOXOIUIN
1o mwied. OH JBUTAJICS MO-KOIAYbM MSATKO. BJIaCTHBIV B3IJIsSI/T HETIPOHUIIAEMO TEMHBIX IJ1a3 00OBO-
W1 coOpaBIMxcs B Kiyoe monei. Ero ciyTHUK 9yTh HUXE POCTOM, HO TOXE BBICOKMI M CTATHBIM.
UepHbie BOJIOCH KOpOYE TIOICTPUKEHBI, OJIETHO-Cephle T71a3a, PaBHOMYITHO CKOJIB3AIINE 10 JTUIaM
HE3HAKOMBIX JIOJIel, HM Ha KOM He 3a/iep:kuBajvch. Ha BuI 9T [BOE BHITJISAACTH CTApIIE ICBYIIEK,
MpaB/a, He Ha MHOTO.
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Kpucruna orBepHynach, eaBa yBUAEB, HAa UTO YCTABWINCH €€ CIyTHUIB. OHa J10e1a OCTaTKu
cajlata, OTIMJIa IMBa U CHOBA MOTPY3WJIach B CBOM MBIC/IY, HAa 3TOT Pa3 COBEPIIEHHO O APYIOM.

Ee nonpyru 3a cTos10mM NpuHsIM KOKETIMBO-BOOLYIIEBJICHHBIN BU]L U O YEM-TO HETPOMKO I1epe-
rOBapUBAJIUCh.

Bapyr Huka sierkum Tomdkom JIOKTA BeiBea KpuctuHy U3 ee 3ayMUnMBOrO COCTOSHMAL:

— Ciymiait, MOKET, XBaTUT TpycTUTh? TBOI ApTem Toro He cTouT. Bokpyr nonHo apyrux, 6osee
JOCTOWMHBIX KaHAWAATYP, — OHA KUBKOM T'OJIOBBI YKa3ajla Ha TeX IBOMX napHeil. — Kcraru, onu cuadr
BCETrO B IIape CTOJIOB OT HAC U AaXe OIUH Pa3 IOCMOTPEJIH B HAILLy CTOPOHY.

Bepa Boony1ieBiieHHO o iepxkara:

— Yro ecnau Kak-To ¢ HUMHU NO3HaKOMUTHCA? Jlioau ke s storo xoasaT B Takue mecra? Hy,
B TOM YHCIIE. ..

Kpuctuna, He moBopaurBasich OOJbIle B CTOPOHY MPHIIEIINX, OTBETHIA:

— He noxosxe, 4ToOBI OHM CTPaaay OT HEOCTATKA KEHCKOTO BHUMAHUSI.

Kaxk 6bI B monTBEprkIeHHE ee CIIOB O(PHUIIMAHTKA 3aCThUIA CTOIOOM HAIPOTUB CTOJIMKA HOBBIX
nocetutesieil. OHa OMOMHUJIACH TOJIBKO TOCJIE TOTO, KaK MapeHb ¢ KOPOTKMMHU YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU
YTO-TO €l cKaszaJl. [IeBYIIKM He pacCiiblliaid, YTO UIMEHHO, U3-32 PACCTOSIHUSL U TPOMKOU MY3bIKH.
Opnako ouIMaHTKa CMyTWIACh U PACTOPOITHO MOMYAJIACh HA KYXHIO.

B npurieainmx, qedCTBUTENBHO, OBUIO YTO-TO HAa PEIKOCTD MpUTATaTesIbHOe. HeBO3MYyTHMOCTB
1 OeCpUCTPACTHOCTh JIOTIONHSUIMCH TJIAJKOCTBIO U MPABUIIBHOCTHIO JinIl. OHU MPUTATUBAIU K cede
BCE B3IVIs/Ibl, HIUETO OCOOEHHOTO MPY 9TOM He Jienasi. Tak 3Be3/1bl 3aCTaBISAI0T HAC 3aJUpaTh TOJIOBbI
Y CMOTpPETh BBEPX.

— Bot 310 s moHumaio! Bot u3-3a Takux cTOMsI0 Obl YOUBATHCS, — HEMMPUKPBITO BOCTOPrayiach
Huxka. — MoxHo, KcTaTu, HanucaTh UX CTOJIMKY 3alUCKy U niepeaarh yepe3 oduimantky. Ho myudrie
3TO CENAaTh, KOIZla OHU HEMHOXKEUKO BBIIbIOT.

— 41 Hudero nucatk He cTaHy, — cacoBaia Bepa. To i oT AyXOTH Kiy0a ¥ COMPTHOTO, TO JI
OT CMYIIIEHHsI y Hee Ha IIeKaX 0003HAYMIICS JIETKUI pyMsHell.

— Tak BCIO ’KM3Hb ¥ TPOCUIUIIIb, — OABITOXKMIA HuKa.

Bepa TonkHya ee B OTBET JIOKTEM U MPOTsHYJIA OOMKEHHOE «HYYYYYY !».

— A 4ro ecnu. .. — Kpuctuna nozpana ronoc, BbIASA U3 CBOETO 33 JyMYUBOIO OLIETIEHEHH S, — UTO
€CJIU 51 UX MMO30BY?

— Bpock, onn He novayT! — Huka eme pa3 mocMoTrpena Ha He3HakoMIieB. — 1 e mpocto
1IyTUiIa. XOTsl MHE HpaBUTCS X0J TBOMX MbIciel. [Topa yxe oTBieubcst Ha KOro-To CTOSILIETO, TOJIBKO
BOT HE JIyMalo, YTO 3TO — XopoIuil BeIOop. OHU ke HUKOTrO He BUAAT BOKpYr. He ynuBimoch, ecinu
911 JBOE BooOIIe rer. K Tomy ke O0JIbHO BUJ Y HUX XOJIEHBIN, XOTh Ceiiuac Ha KPaCHYI0 KOBPOBYIO
IOopoxKy. BooOiie He moHMMalo, 4YTo OHU TYT JeJaloT. MeCTeUKO-TO AaIeKO He «JIaKIIeph» .

— CnopumM, yepe3 NsATh MUHYT OHU CSIYT 34 Halll CTOJIMK ? — BHE3AITHO oTo3Basiach KpucTuHa.

MBpicb noka3zanach Noipyram CyMacIleien.

—pppdpd!!! Cropee ag 3amep3ner. Ho ecnu Bee ke, To s ceronHs oruaursaio cuer! — Huka
MIPUHSLIA CIIOpP.

— Wper!

Kpuctuna 6picTpo BeTana u BeinpsiMusiack. CHOKOWHO M yBEPEHHO OHA MOJOILIA K CTOY,
3a KOTOPbIM CHJENIU TaKk MPUIJISHYBIIMECs ee noApyram napHu. He cnpammas paspelienus, cena.
Co CcTOpOHBI 3TO BHIIVISLIENO BecbMa HaBA34uMBO. OIHAKO ee NOBE/IEHUE HE BhI3BAJIO HUKAKOIO IPO-
tecTa. JInia Bcex Tpoux ObUTM HE BUIHBI, ¥ IOTOMY HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO MOHSATH, YTO KIMEHHO MTPOUC-
XOIUJIO, U K YyeMy 11110 Jesio. Ho He mpo1nuio u napsl MUHYT, Kak BCSI KOMIIAHUSI IPUIILIA B ABUKEHUE.
ToT, 4To ¢ KalTaHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMH, TIozial KpuctuHe pyky, ¥ TpoMlia HECIIELTHO MOIIJIa B CTOPOHY
3arauBLIMX JbixaHue noapyr. Ionoiias k crony, Kpucruna ckazana:

— 3HakombTech, ['epman U Ajiekc, MOU Jpy3bsi I€TCTBA.
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I'maBa 2

Tot dakT, 9YT0 OHM 3HAKOMBI C JAETCTBa, ObLT npeyBenueH. Torna KpuctiHa yxe He cunraia
ce0s1 peOGeHKoM, el ObLI0 IIecTHaALATh. HaBepHOe, IMEHHO M03TOMY OHa He 60s171aCh UIMETh U BbICKA-
3bIBaTh COOCTBEHHOE MHEHHE, ITYCTh JIaKe MOPOU 3TO CTOUJIO XOPOIIMX OTHOIIEHHI C OKPYKAIOLTIMH.

Bort u B TOT pas, Ha 3aHATHUSX B IIKOJIBHOM KPYyXKKe PUCOBAaHUsI MOCJIE YPOKOB OHA ClieJiasia Bce
M0-CBOEMY, ¥ 9TO BBI3BAJIO OUYEHb OYPHYIO PEaKIIHIO.

Temoili 3amamu oceHHmii HatiopMopT. KpacHblie OyTadopckue s0JOKM UM OrpOMHAsi THIKBA
BBIVISIICIIM HA TKAHOH JpanvpoBKe OUYeHb HEYMECTHO B 9TO BpeMs rofa. [lepBblil cHer paHHe! 3UMbl
y’ke YKPbUIT YJIUIBI MAJIEHBKOTO TIOCEJTKA CBOUM MYIIUCTBIM TUIE/IOM.

Ccopa B KJ1acce BCIIBIXHYJIA BHE3AITHO, a MPUYUHOM MOCTYKUIIO TO, Kak KpuctuHa cmemmBaa
Kpacku. OHa Ij1e-To YnTaja, 4to, YTOOBl KPACHBIH IIBET ObLT O0Jiee SIPKUM, HY)KHO OTTEHUTD €ro JIPY-
MM, KOHTPACTHBIM LIBETOM. DTO MOAYEPKHET €ro M MO3BOJIUT Jy4llle «3By4aTh». Kenas moskcre-
puMeHTUpOBaTh, KprcTrHa 100aBrIa HEMHOTO CHHETO Ha CBOW PUCYHOK. M 3TOT hakT He ocTascs
0e3 BHUMAaHUs.

Jlupa, neByiika U3 OAMHHAIATOTO, BBITYCKHOTO KJlacca, KOTopas Beerjaa Oblia HEHTPOM BHU-
MaHHs CBEPCTHUKOB U 3TAJIOHOM TO/IpakaHusi CBEPCTHMILI, Mpullenuiach kK KpuctuHe u ee pucyHky,
Kak kJjeil. CTOWIO yYuTelIbHULIE HEHAI0TO OTIYUYUThCs U3 KaOMHEeTa, KaK OHa HAaTpaBJIMBaja JIpy-
rux pedar u3 Kpyxka Ha KpuctuHy u ee pucyHOK.

— Kakoit uanorusm! S16moku He ObiBator cunumu! WMnu 1ol nansToHuk? He Buauins, Kyaa
THIYEIIb KUCTBIO, B KaKyI0 KpacKy? — JInaa u ee rpymnmna noAepKu pa3pasuinch CMEXOM. — 3Haelllb,
JaJbTOHMKaM 37iech He MecTo! HUKTO He Mo0uT ypoaleB, YK MpoCTy.

KT0-TO OnpoKuHYyN CTakaH4YMK C BOAOU MPSMO HA ee MaJuTpy, KTO-TO OPOCHUJI €l B 3aThUIOK
JIACTUK, a KOrJja OHa OOepHYJIach, YTOOB OTBETUTD, C €€ CTOJIa MOJIETEN M Ha T0JT COPOIIEHHbIE KEM-
TO KPacKH.

Oo6wua u sipocts niepenonHsi Kprctuny. HUKTO HY CJIOBa HE TOBOPHUI B €€ TMOJIEPKKY, HUKTO
He Melajl UM u3/ieBaTbes Hall Heil. [TogpocTku, He MpUHUMABIILIUE YYaCTHsI B IPOUCXOASIIEM, IPOCTO
MOJTYAJIH ¥ JIeJIalT BU, YTO HUYETo He 3aMeYaloT, U IMPOJoIKaIi pucoBath. KpucTrHa craia Momya
coOMpaTh KPacKu C ToJa:

— Yro momuuiib, peokyis? HenpusrHo, HaBepHOE, ObITh TAKUM CTPAIIMIAIIEM? — ChIATUCh
BCE HOBbIE OCKOPOJICHHUSI.

Hecknannas peBouka, moxoxas Ha JJIMHHOHOTOTO Ky3HEUMKa, He MOJHMMAas I71a3, codupaa
¢ nona cBou Bemy. OTIMBAOIINE PHKUHON HEMOCYIIHbIE BOJIOCH! ClIerKa BUJIKChH, BBINPABIISIIUCH
13-3a yluien v najaiy Ha auio. KpucTrHa nmoHrMana, 4yto BBINISIAUT CMEITHO U KAJKO B IJ1a3ax JIpy-
rux pedar. KTo-to BeIpBasl TeTpaAHbIN JIUCT, CKOMKA U OpOCHUIT €l B FOJIOBY IOJ] CBUCT U YJTIOJIIOKA-
Hbe. Jluga cMesiack v npasaHoBaja nooemy.

— Yro momuuib, ypoguna? He HpaBurcsa?

— Her, He HpaBuUTCs, — BAPYT BCTaJIa U BHIIPSIMIIIACH C Kpackamu B pykax Kpuctuna.

B kJacce moBucia THIIMHA.

— MHe He HpaBUTCSI, KOrJja CTapIINii 3aAUpaeT MIIA/IIIero, Korjaa TOMMon KUAAITCs Ha OHOTO,
Y KOTJIa TYIUIIBI BPOJIEe TeOsl CUUTAIOT ceOsl CAMBIMU YMHBIMH.

[Mocnpimancs 4ei-To ciaBieHHbI cMenoK. JInga u3MeHuIach B JIMLE OT BO3MYILIEHHUSI.

— Benp mo6oii nypak 3Haer, — npojpokaia KpuctrHa, 4yBCTBYs, UTO 3aBjajieBaeT Bce OOb-
[IMM BHUMAaHUEM JPYIMX YYEHUKOB, — YTO JAJIbTOHU3MOM CTPAJAIOT TOJBbKO MYKUMHBL. B npyroi
pas, Korja ¢ TpyJIoM BbIy4HIIIb HOBOE YMHOE CJIOBO, HE MOJIEHUCh IIPOYECTh O HEM UyTh OOJbIIIe Tep-
BOI1 cTpouku B Bukurnenuu.

Bce B3m1s1161 TENIeph ObUTM OOpAIlieHbl Ha Hee, HO KpucTrHa mpocTo cefia Ha CBoe MECTO U Mpo-
JOJDKWJIA PUCOBAaTh, XOTS PYKH €€ YyTh JPOXKAaIA OT BO3OYKICHUS U CTpaxa.
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Jluga HECKOMbKO MTHOBEHHMH WPOCTOsUIA OlIapallieHHas, ¢ TPyIOM Tonoupasi OTBET,
HO HE Halllla HUYero JIydllle, YeM CXBATUThb C YbEro-TO CTOJIA YBECHUCTBI METAJUIMYECKUI MeHa
u OpocuTbest Ha KpucTuHy ¢ KprKOM:

— AX Tbl, MeJIKasi APsIHb !

HewusBectHo, yem Obl Bce KOHYMJIOCh, HO TYT Pa3JaJicsi TPOMKHMI OKPHUK YUUTEIBHUIIBI, Bep-
HyBIIIeics B ki1acc. OHa Bcex paccaauia Mo MecTaM U IPUrposuia OTipaBuTh JIumy K AupekTopy,
€CJIM CHOBA YCJIBIIIAT WJIM YBUAUT YTO-TO MOAOOHOE. 3aTeM KeHIMHa nofonuia Kk Kpuctune u uz-
3a ee Iieya Mojva oreHwIa padoTy, OMoOpUTeIbHO KMBHYB roioBoi. 10 Obuta mobdena. [omHas
1 6€30rOBOPOYHAS.

OpHako Bce OKa3aioch Tak MpocTo. B ToT neHs KpricTriHa NOHsIA, YTO TIITIbIe JTIOAH ¢ OOJb-
IIIMM CaMOMHEHMEM OBbIBalOT O4YeHb oracHbl. Ele Ha 3aHaTum Jluaa Hamucana cooOIieHre CBOeMy
MAPHIO — 0YeHb HEMPUATHOMY THITY. OH IJaBHO OKOHYIJT IKOJTY, HUKY/Ia TOTOM He TMOCTYIHJI U TeTieph
OecrebHO OONTAIICS 10 UX MaJIeHbKOMY FOPOAKY B KOMIIAHUM TaKHX ke, KaK OH caM, OTMOPO3KOB.
T MapHU CYUTATN ceOsl KPYTHIMHU M TOPAO Ha3bIBAIMCh OaHaou. KprucTHa ux cuMTaia momnpocry
Ky4KoU JiereHeparoB. M 3Ta Ky4ka Mojkuasa ee Bo3Jje IIKOJbI TIOC/e 3aHSTHIA.

JleBylike He ymajoch CHavajga Jaxe MOHSATb, YTO MpOMCXOmuT. KTO-TO cxBaTtmi ee c3aau
3a KYPTKY U, KaeTcsl, OTBOJIOK 3a yroJl, Mofajbiie oT uyxux ra3. [llanka cbexana Ha m1a3a, a Koraa
Kpuctuna capunyna ee BBepX, repej coOOi oHa yBHENA MATEPhIX B3POCIBIX MapHEH U YXMBUISIO-
1Iylocs 3a ux crvHamu Jlupy.

— Hy uro, ppikas cyuka?! Vike He Takas ymHas, 1a?! YTo Tel TaM cka3asia mpo MeHs B KJiacce?!
A ny-ka nosropu, YTO Thl CKA3AJIA?!

— Yo 1B Tam ckazana, MansBka?! — 6acun Jluaun yxaxep. Ero 6e300pazHoe HeOpHUTOE JIUIIO
C HEpaBHOMEPHO POCIIEH IETUHON ObLJIO CIUIOIIb YCHIMTAHO KPYIMHBIMUA THOMHBIMH TpPBIIIAMH. —
CoBcem crpax norepsina, ga?! Kpyras, na?! Tel 4o 3zmech, camas ymHas?! Tel HUKTO, TOHSIA?!
[MTOHAJIA?!

OH HaOTMaIllb XJIECTHYJI €€ ThITbHOM CTOPOHOM JIaJOHH MO I1eKe. JIMIo 000KIIIo, Koxa Oyaro
BCIbIXHYNA M3HYTpU. [Touemy Tak 6onbHO? Bapyr Ha ero pyke 4to-To 6s1ecHyino, u Kpucrina cymena
Pa3mIsAAeTh KPYIHOE KOJBLO-TIeYaTKy B (hopme ckoprroHa. U 6e3 Toro 6e3BKycHOE yKpallieH!e ceil-
Yac Ka3aJuoch el 0COOEHHO Ta/IKHM.

W3 mep3koii nactu JluguHoro yxaxepa BoHs110. OH ObUI TIbSIH U TIPH KPUKE OpbI3raj Ha JIMIIO
Kpuctuns! kucinoit cmonoi. OctayibHble TApHU KTO CKATHIICS U3/IEBATENIbCKON YIIBIOKOM, KTO CILIe-
BBIBAJI B YKCTHIN PBIXJIBIA CHET, KTO CMOTpEJ Ha Hee UCTIONJIOO0bs TYIIBIM B3IJISIOM, TTOJTHBIM yT'PO3bI.

Kpuctrna mMonyana u mbITasiach He MOAJABATBCS CTPaxy, XOTs HOTM CTald BaTHBIMH, JIMIIO
ropeJio, a B ropJie MepecoxJo. SI3biK, B OJMH MHT CTaBIIMN TOJICTHIM M HEYKJIIOKUM, Ka3aJloCh, TIPH-
Mep3 K HEOy U He ciymasncs. OHa Tpsiciach, Kak 3arHAHHBIN KPOJIMK M HE MOIJIA BBIIABUTH U3 ceOs
HU 3BYyKa.

Brpyr ToT, 4to yneidasics mmpe BcexX, CIEPHY CYMKY C ee Ieya:

— [Mornsamm, 9TO TYT y HAC, — MO OOOPUTENIBHBIE BO3ITIACH! OH OTKPBUI M TIEPEBEPHYT CYMKY
TaK, YTO U3 Hee BCE MOCHIAIOCh IPSIMO B CHET.

— Ortpaii! — gepHynach ObUIO JEBYIIKA, YTOOBI BHIXBATUTH CBOIO BEIIlb, HO MPHIIIABBIN CXBATHII
ee 3a TUIeYr U OOJIBHO TPUIIOKUIT 00 CTEHY CITUHOM.

3aThUJIOK HaroJMHWICS OOJbI0, M TOJNOBA 3aryfena, Kak Komokoi. Jluga momHsuia U3 cHera
KpacKH, HalllJla TaM KPacHyIo 1 nofickoumna Kk Kpucrune:

— Buaumib, kakoi 310 1BeT? D10 KpacHsii! KpacHbll, Kak s0JOKM U Kak TBOSI ypOICKast
poxka! — Jluma oOmazasia eil JIMIIO0 KPacKoM M CTPSIXHYJIA OCTATKU B CHeT, OyATO 00arpuB ero Kpo-
BbI0. KprcTrHA mbITanach BRIPBATLCS, HO CHJIbHBIE PYKH HA/IE)KHO IMPUTHCHY/IM ee K cTeHe. OHa 1axe
MOYTH HE OCTaBaJIa HOTaMH 3eMJTIO.

XynauraHbl CMesUTUCh, BUJISI, Kak OHa OecrioMolHa. KTo-To TonTan ee Kpacku, OKpaIiyBasi CHer
B pa3Hble I[BeTa, Kak Oymary.
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— He noGaButh 1 Ham cuHero? YtoObl KpacKu Jiydile 3BydaIn! — XoxoTasa, nepeapasHuBas
Kpuctuny, JIuga. Ona nogpoOpana CHHIO KpacKy U Tenepb noactynaina onvxke. Kpuctuna meitanach
BBIPBATHCS, HO JIUIIIb OECIIOMOIITHO OONTANACh, HAJIEKHO yAepkruBaeMast y cteHKH. VI TyT oHa nocrnen-
HUM OTYasSHHBIM [IBHKEHHEM y/Iapuiia AepKaBIlero ee MapHs HOrou B KMBOT, OTITUXHYB €ro OT ceOsl.
Jlupa orermva Ha MrHOBeHUe, U KpuctuHa sipoctHo 6pocmiiack Ha Hee. OHa Ouia OOMIuuIly HeyMe-
JILIMU PyKaMH TIO JIMILY, XBaTaJja 3a BOJIOCHL. B royoBe mysibcrpoBaia BCero ofiHa MbICHb: « 51 He gamcs
BaM Tak npocto! He namcs tak mpocro!»

Kt0-TO yKe cxBaTui ee c3a/ii M OTTaCKUBAJI OT BU3Xkaten JIuapl, Out no pykam, 4ToObl OHa
OTIyCTHJIa BOJIOCHL. [lautblnie ee mapaxHyau 00 CTeHKY, oHa ynana. Ee 6unmm Horamu. KepTBa cxanach
B KOMOK, YK€ HUYero He cooOpaxasi, HO Mpesk/e, YeM 3aKMYPUTCs, YBUEIA TPSMO Y JIMIA CHHUM
cHer. Cunmil.

W Bapyr uro-To npousonuio. Kto-To u3 nuHapmmx ee cripocuit: «Ho Hano?!» OTBera He nocJe-
JoBaJia, a 3aTeM OHa yCIIbIaia 3ByK ynapa. Kak OyATo CTyKHYIHM BO YTO-TO MSITKOE, KaK MOIYIIKA.
Tak ObloT B uBOT. [la, Tenepb oHa He cryTaeT. OHa cama TOJBKO YTO CJbIIIaia, KaK OT TaKOTO XKe
yZiapa U3 ee pTa ¢ Yy)KUM CHITSIIIIM 3BYKOM BBIXOAWJI BO3/YX, OKKAAS JIETKKME MPOTHB BOJIH.

Han weit mporcxoamia Kakas-To BO3HSI, HO OHA HMYETO He BUJIENa, Jieka Ha CHETy M 3aKMY-
puBIIKCh. Bee ciyunnock oueHb ObICTPO, a 3aTEM Yeid-TO rojIoc MPOU3HEC:

— Bcragaii u nonum!

Kpuctuna otkpbita rmasa. [lepen amiiom Bee erie ObUT CHHUA CHET, HO MOYeMYy-TO C Kareb-
KaMu KpoBU. Hajl Hell cTosi1 BBICOKMI ITapeHb ¢ BOJIOcCaMH 0 Tuied. bosbliie oHa HU4ero He cMmorsa
Pa3rIsAAeTh B HACTYMAIOIIMX CyMepKax. leByIlka HeyKJIoxke cTajla MoJHUMaThcst. ManeHbKue Kpac-
Hble KaIUIy Na/1aJ1d Ha CUHWIA CHET.

Ee oOumunky BasisuiMch MOPO3Hb TYT U TaM, AEPXkach, KTO 32 KHUBOT, KTO 3a rojioBy. MM siBHO
JOCTAJIOCh KaK CJIeyeT. DTO 3peuiiie 3acTaBiiio KpucTuHy TOpKeCcTBYIOIIE YIBIOHYThCS, HO YJIBIOKA
npuurHUIA et 607b. ['y0a. JIoKHO OBITh, pacCeKJIN, KOT/Ia JIIUIA €€ HOTaMH.

Hesnakomerr 6sicTpo nmogdupai u 6pocat B ee CyMKY TO HEMHOTOe, UTo yiieneno. Kpacku Obum
PaCTONTAaHBI, KUCTU CJIOMaHbl. 3aKOHYHB C 3TUM, OH BCTJT M BBITIPSIMUJICS].

Beicokuid, Bbiie camoil Kpuctunsl (ycrynaoiieil B pocTe TOJbKO OJHOM JEBYILIKE B KJacce)
Ha TOJITOJIOBBI WM JIa)Ke YyTb OOJIbIIIe, OH MOBEPHYJICS K HEHl:

— Ilonum. Hedero 31eck CTOATS.

Ona Bce elnie He JBUragach C MecTa, peObIBasi B IOKE OT MPOU30IIeIIero. Torna Hexk JaHHBIHI
criacuTeNb HAaOpOCHIT ee CYMKY Ha TIedo U, Tpyoo cxBaTuB KpucTuHy 3a pyKy, MoTanl ObICTPbIM
I11aroM MpOoYb, K BBIXOY C TEPPUTOPHHU IIIKOJIBIL.

JleBy1iKa He ocneBasia 3a HUM U 111J1a BOPUIPbIKKY. OTOMIs1 HEMHOTO OT BOPOT LIKOJIbI, Kpu-
CTHHA BBICBOOO/IMIIAC:

— 4 cama mory uaru!

— Heyxemu? U untu, u gaxe ropoputs? Kakas cuibHas U He3aBUCHMAs, Bbl TocMoTpuTe! —
ChSI3BUJI TTAPEHb.

Tenepp OHa 4yTh JIyullle ero paccMoTpena. Breicokuil, kpenkoro cioxeHus. KamraHoBbie
BOJIOCHI UyTh CITyCKQJTUCh Ha TUIEUH U OJIECTENN B CBETE TOJIBKO UTO 3aKETrHXCsl (hOHApel Ha OTIIO0XK-
HOM BOPOTHHUKE PACCTETHYTOI'O CEpOro nayibTo. TeMHO-Kapue 11a3a ¢ HACMEIIKOM CMOTPEJN Ha Hee.
SIpkue, KpacuBO oOuepueHHble I'yObl ObLIM CJierKa MONepHYThl HaJMEHHOW ycMmemkoh. OH ObLT
HE TOJIbKO BHIIIIE, HO U cTapiie ee. M paHbllle oHa ero HUKOrJa He BUjella B X MaJIeHbKOM Tropofe.
V3 oHa OBl €ro 3arMoMHMJIA.

Tenepp JeByIIKa MPOCTO CMOTpesia Ha HE3HAKOMIIA U He 3Hajla, YTo cKa3aTh. OH TOJIBKO YTO
OTOWJI ee y XyJIUraHoB U 3aueM xke? UYtoOsl camomy nousaeBarbesi? Huuero He nmonnmast, Kpucruna
Moyasia, couTas ¢ TOJKy. Ero B3misig cMsAraumics, ynslOKa craia IUPOKOH U UCKPEHHEN:

— Hy, nagHo. He nmpunumaii 6;m3ko k cepairy. Tol kak? Beé mieno?

— Kaxercs, na, — mpoOyOHWIA OHA B OTBET.
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— Tonpko kaxercs. ['yda pazoura. Bot, — oH 1ocTat u3 KapMaHa ¥ IPOTSIHYJI €l HOCOBOM TLTa-
TOK, — BO3bMH.

— Cnacubo.

Ona B3s1J1a IJTATOK ¥ IIPOMOKHYJIA UM TO TOpSIIIiee MECTo Ha ryoe, re Obuia 1o ee OIyIIeHUSIM
panka. [TnaTok ObLT Bech B KPOBU WIIH. .. B Kpacke! Y Hee ke Bce JIMIO TiepeMa3aHo!

KpuctuHa crana TuxopagouHo OTTUpaTh IMeKH 1 J1o0. Pyku He cinymamce. K razam noacry-
MIAJTK CJIe3bl XKI'ydell OOMIbl Ha TeX, KTO TOJIbKO UTO TaK KECTOKO ¢ Hei odomrencs. Ho eme Gosnbiie
JeBYIIKA 37IJIach Ha ceOs 32 TO, UTO OHA caMa OKas3aiach TaKOW JIETKOU JTOOBIYEH.

— Haii-ka s, — Teneps ero rosnoc 3By4ai msrde. OH noasen Kpuctuny nog ceer ¢oHaps U,
MIPUCTATBHO OCMOTPEB €€ JIUIIO, CTaJl aKKypaTHO OTTHpaTh KpacKy. CraceHHas JeByIIKa, Kak MOra,
AyIIWIa Ce3bl, YTOOBl HE pa3pblaaThCsl MOJ B3MISIIOM 3TUX TeMHBIX I71a3. Crapasich He CMOTPETh
B JIUIIO CBOETO CMIACUTEJNsI M He IJIaKaTh, OHA B3JEpHY/Ia OIOOPOIOK TOBHIIIE, eias BUII, YTO MOJ-
CTaBJISIET JIUIIO CBETY, YTOOBI MapHIO OBUIO JIydille BUAHO. KpucTuHA cMOTpesia oBepX €ro rojioBbl
B TEMHEIoIlee CyMepeyHoe He0O, pacuepyeHHOe TOJbIMU BETBSIMH JIepeBbeB. Bhillie, eie BbIie,
Ha MIePBYIO 3BE3/y, YTOOBI CJIE3bl 3aKATHIIMCh 0OPATHO, A HEe TIO3/IU MpeJaTebCcKU TI0 IEeKaM.

— Tel nutaup, He crecHsiica. Tak Kpacka JiydIie OTTUpaeTcsl.

Oma pe3Ko B3MIIsHYJIA Ha HETO — TEMHBIE I71a3a cMesuTich. Ho 6e3 TeHn n3eBKU, TaKk NCKPEeHHE,
YTO OHA YYTh Y/IBIOHYJIACh €My B OTBET.

— Cnacu60, uto nomor MHe. be3 Te0s ... oHu Obl... — KpucTuHa He 3Hasia, Kak MpOJOJIKHUTb.

— D10 epyHaa. [Jaxe 3a0aBHO, €CJIM YECTHO.

— OHM OoCTaNuCh JIeKaTh TaM B CHETY MOOUTHIE W TIOTPENaHHbIe, U Thl CYMTACIIb ITO 3a0aB-
HBIM? — aKKypaTHO yToyHMIa oHa. C OIaropofHBIM U BO3BBIIIIEHHBIM 00pa30M CIIACUTENISI 3TH CJIOBA
SIBHO HE KJICUJIHCh.

— Ecnu 17151 Koro-To 3a0aBHO M31eBaThCs HAJl TeM, KTO ¢J1a0 M B MEHBIIMHCTBE, TO 0YeMy IS
MEeHsI He MOXeT ObITh 3a0aBHO IPUYMHHUTH OOJIb TAKUM JIIOSIM?

BpoBu [IeByIIIKYM OT y/aBJieHUsI CaMU COOOM TTOTION3IIN BBEPX.

— Of1, 6poch! — mMpoko yasiOHyCcs oH. — Heyxkenn Tebe He ObLII0 IPUSTHO BUIETh, YTO KTO-
TO 3aCTaBUJI UX CTPAAATh TaK ke, KaKk OHU Tebs1?

— MeHs yunim, 4TO pagoBaThCs TAKUM BeIllaM HEXOPOIIIO.

— 51 cmotpio, TeOs1 BOOOIIEe YUUIM Pa3HBIM [IIYTIOCTSIM, a TJIaBHOE CKa3aTh 3a0bLTN — CJCIUTh
3a TeM, KOMY 1 YTO Thl TOBOPHIIIb.

— Bor emie! C yero Tbl 370 B3s1?! — BO3MYTHJIaCh OHA.

— C TOrO, YTO MPOCTO TaK OTMOPO3KM HUKOTO HE XBATAIOT M HE TaIlaT 3a yroj Ha pacripaBy.
ToJbKO 32 HEOCTOPOKHBIE CIIOBA WJIM MOCTYIIKH.

— D10 He npaaa! Ecim xovenb 3HaTh, 1 He cKa3aia Hudero Takoro! M Obuta mpasa! {1 Bce
chenaia, Kak B KHure! — meku KpucTiHbl 3amminch pyMsiHIIEM OT BO3MYIICHUSI.

— A KHWra HaszbiBaJiach ClIyyaiiHO He «Kak HaxuTh ceOe BparoB M ymMepeThb BO IBETE JIeT»? —
napeHb BOMPOCUTETHHO MTPUTIONHSIT OOHY OpOBb. — 3HAEIlb, HEKOTOPbIE HE YNTAIOT KHUT U HE IPUEM-
JHOT TIPaB/Ibl, KPOME TOH, YTO BIMCHIBAETCS B Y3KME PAMKH MX MAJIEHBKOTO M OTPAHMYEHHOTO MO3ra.
W na 6ynymee. Kcraru, kak TeOst 30ByT?

— KpucruHa, — oHa oTBETHJIa HEXOTS.

— Tak Bot, Kpucruna, Ha Oyayluee: WM y4uch AepxkaTb sI3bIK 32 3yOamH, WM Bceraa Oynb
rOTOBA OTCTaMBaTh CBOIO TOUKY 3PEHUS M HAMIM JUIsI STOTO MOAXOISAIINE CPeCTBA UM pa3Bey Mof-
XOZISIIIIE HABBIKU.

Ona BCIOMHMJIA KOE O YeM, KOTJia OH YIIOMSIHYJI O CPe/ICTBaX, M Hallynaja 3TO B KapMaHe.
Manenbkuii nepounHHblii HOX. Korna-to oHa Bbimpocunia ero y orma. OH ckazani, uyto Kpucruna
Oy/IeT XOIUTh ¢ HUM OceHblo 3a rprdamu. Ho y Hee ObuT cekpeT. OHa xonuiia ¢ HuM Beeraa. Ha Beskumi
clryJan.
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— K tBOEMY CcBeeHMIO, 15 TAKKX, KaK OHU, Y MEHs IIPUIIAceH MOJApOK, — OHA 10CTasIa HOKU-
YeK, U MaJIeHbKOE OCTpOe Jie3BUe OJIECHYJIO B cBeTe (DOHAPSI.

Hesnakomern ycmexHyJics, paccMaTpuBasi Belllb:

— Tot cepbesno? He 3a0yapb 1mo3BaTh MeHs, KOT/Ia B3AyMaelllb UM BOCIIONb30BAThCS. X0Uy 3TO
BUJIETD.

— Tb1 oTOMI MeHS y HUX, YTOOBI CAaMOMY TTIOM3eBaThCs? !

— Her. 4 310 cenan notomy, — €ro rojioc ¢ HACTaBUTEJIBHOTO NEPEMEHUJICS Ha MATKUM U 101
HBI y4acTHsi, — YTO THI CTPaHHasl, a s OO0 Bce HeoObryHOE. ThI jke HacTosIas Jynadka)l

OH npoBes ee 10 camMoro JI0Ma, M BCIO I0pOry OHU ToBOpuin. OKa3aioch, HE3HAKOMIIA 30BYT
I'epman, emy 21 rox. I'me-To moOGIM30CcTH OT TIOCENKA B JIeCy y €ro OTIa MOCTPOEH 3aropoIHbBIN TOM
Uil yeAUHEHHOro otapixa. [loxxuB napy AHel BMecTe ¢ poauTeneM BAAIM OT LMBWIM3auuu, [ep-
MaH BBIOpaJICSI CIO[]a B MarasuH 3a €J0i, HaJlesicbh HeMHOTO pa3BesiThesl. [1omyTHO penm mponTHCh
¥ OCMOTpPETh OKpecTHOCTU. M oueHb Kcrat HaOpen Ha KpucTuHy u ee MyumTesnen.

Vike Korja OHU MOAXOIWIN K ee oMy, Y ['epmana 3a3BoHMIT MOoOWIIBbHBINA. 13 pasroBopa Kpu-
CTHHA IOHSJIA, YTO TUIAHbl IOMEHSIIUCh U YTPOM BCSI €TO CEMbSI Ye3KaeT.

— A Kyga? — He yepXaBIINCh, CIIPOCHJIA AEBYLIKA.

— B ITurep.

— Tak TbI Tam kuBelb? [Janeko...

— biusko. Ha mammmne 4 vaca e3npl. Hy a skuBem Mmbl, rae xotum. Ceituac n1a, B [Tutepe.

— [loHATHO, — MeYaJIbHO TPOrOBOPUJIA OHA.

3a To BpeMs1, 4YTO OHM OOJTANH, el CTAJIO TaK JIETKO C HUM, KaK HUKOTJa U HU ¢ KeM. Jlpy3eit
y Hee He Obu1o. VIMEHHO MOTOMY, YTO HUKTO HUKOTrJa He ObUI ei Mo-HacTosiemMy uHTepeceH. Ee
3aHMMAJIM JIpyTUe BEllU, OHA YUTaJIa IpyTue KHUTH, CIyllaia JIpyrylo My3bIKy U HU C KEM HE MOIJIa
HaWTH OOIIETro S3bIKa, & C 3TUM MapHEM BIPYT CMOIJA, MyCTh M He cpa3y. KoHeuHo, moHavyamy oH
MOKA3aJICS el )KECTOKUM. DTa ero MaHepa IIyTUTh TaK, YTO CTAHOBHUTCS MOYTH OOWIHO, OYEeHb pa3-
apaxana. OH 3aJaBajl CTpaHHbIE M HEOXKU/IaHHbBIE BOIIPOCHI, HAIIPUMEp, YTO €l CHUTCS, U BEPUT JIU
OHa B Belllye cHbl. Kak OHa OTHOCUTCS K JIOISM, HO HE K TEM, KOTO 3HAET JIMUHO, a K YeJIOBEYECTBY
B LIeJIOM. BBbIBaeT /i y Hee Takoe YyBCTBO, UTO YaCTh €€ HAXOJUTCS HE 3/IECh, a B JPyTOM MECTE.

I'epman nokazasicsi eil cTpaHHbIM. TakuM ke CTpaHHBIM, Kak 1 OHa cama. M Terepp OH ye3xai
Y TIOKMJAJI €€ HaBCer/a, €/1Ba MOSBUBLIKCH B €€ KU3HU.

— Yacro TBO# otell mpuesxkaet cioga? — Kpructuna Bee ke nurtana ciadyio HaaexIy, 9TO OHU
ele yBUISATCS.

— OH HeT, a s Mor Obl HaBe[IBIBAThCSI BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH. Haaukryem, MHe cBOM HoMep? —
I'epman gocran u3 kapmasa tesedoH. ToT mouT cpasy 3a3BOHWUJI, ¥ NTapeHb OTBETUJI HA 3BOHOK 4yThb
pas3ipaxeHHo:

- Vike eny!

3aTem, HaKOHell, 3arucail KOHTaKThl KpucTuHb 1 yOpan cMapTdOoH Ha3aj B KapMaH MaJIbTo.

— Iloka! — KpuctuHa yneiOHysIach eMy Ha IIpOIaHbe, HO Y/bIOKa BHIIUIA HEMHOTO NeYaibHas.

— o Bctpeun! — 'epMaH KOpPOTKO KMBHYJI €11 Ha POLIAHbE, IOBEPHYJICS U MOLIEJ IIPOYb B TEM-
HOTY.
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I'nmaBa 3

Beuep B HOUHOM KJ1yOe BbIlIET Ha HOBBI BUTOK. C MPUXOAOM B KOMIIAHMIO JEBYIIEK Mapbl
MOJIOZIBIX JIIOZIEW Ha CToJie OBICTPO MOSIBIJIMCh HECKOJIBKO OyTBUIOK BHHA, OyTBUIKA BUCKH M KOJIA.
Cpeayu HalMTKOB IPOMO3IWINCH OIHA Ha JIPYTYIO TapesKH ¢ 3aKycKamu U ropsunM. Cmex 3Byvai
BCE IPOMYE, I'PO3ACh 3aINIyLIUTh MY3bIKY. AJIEKC OKa3aJICs HE TAKUM XMYPBIM U HEIOAUMbIM, KaKUM
BBIIJISIIENT CO CTOPOHBL. OH HEMPEePBHIBHO PAacCKa3blBajl KAKMe-TO 3a0aBHbIE UCTOPUH U3 )KU3HHU, MHOTO
1ryTuil. JleficTBre OOMBIIMHCTBA CIyYaeB MOYEMY-TO TPOUCXOIUIIO 32 PyOeKOM:

— 1 He moHMMalo, OH OTKY/a BooOIIe? — TUXOHBKO cripocuia Kpucruny Huka, ssBHO moKopeH-
Hasl HOBBIM 3HaKOMBIM.

— OH ponusics 34ech, HO POIUTENH ITOYTH cpa3y rocie ero nossienus nepeexaau B CIHA. Tam
oH 1 BbIpoc. [ToaToMy BceM mpencrasisercsa AJIEKCOM, XOTs ero noiHoe uMms Anekcannp. IIpocro
€My TaK [PUBbIYHEE.

Tem BpemeHeM AJIEKC 3aBeJl O4EpETHOM paccKas3, B KOTOPOM pedb LUIa O KAKOU-TO CTyAeHYE-
CKOIl BEUEpHHKE, TJIe, TI0 €ro CJI0BaM, eMy 00 TOJIOBY BO BpeMsl CCOpbI Oblia pa30uTa rurapa c aBTo-
rpacpamu rpymnsl CKOPITUOHC:

— Tonpko menku noceimanuck! Ha MHe HU napanuHel. DTOT AeOMIT CTOUT C TprdOM B pyKax,
CMOTPUT Ha MEHs, IOTOM Ha OCKOJIKU. 1 TyT BXOAUT XO35MH rutapsl!. ..

HUcropus Obuta, mo MHeHMIo KpucTHHBI, ckopee nevasibHasi, YeM Becenasi, HO TIOApPYTH cMesi-
much. C HUIMU BMECTE CMESUICS CBOMM MSATKMM 0apXaTUCThIM CMEXOM U caM AJIeKc.

— Thl e MOHUMAEILIb, YTO OH BCE BPET, Ja? — [ epMaH HAKJIOHUJICA K CAMOMY €€ yXy, — 5l roToB
MOCHIOPUTB, YTO BCE 3TO BbIIYMKA OT IIEPBOTO U JI0 MOCIEAHETO CIIOBA.

JleBymika yauBIIEHHO TiepeBesia Ha Hero B3I, ['epMaH mogHec Ko pTy OOKasl BHCKH, YTOObI
CKPBITh JIyKaBYIO YJIbIOKY.

3a Bech Beuep OH He IPoM3HEC NOYTH HU4ero. OH TO MoJT4a W, IIPUCTAJIBHO IS/ HA UTPY
cBeTa B OOKaJle, TO Mojoiry cMorpes Ha Kpuctuny, yero oHa crapajiach HOINPOCTY HE 3aMevaTh.

— Ilouemy T BApyT cHOBa B [Intepe?

[Mocnennwuii pa3, korga go Kpuctunsl noxonuau HoBoctH o ['epmane, oH Obu1 rae-To B ['epma-
HUM 10 JieJlaM OTLIOBCKOro OM3Heca M BO3BPAILAThCs HE COOMPAICS.

— Crpannslil Bonpoc, — oto3Basics ['epmaH, — rocse Toro, 4ro Npon30ILLIo.

— He nonsna. Tel 0 uem?

Oma mozicena K HeMy 4yTh ONMIKe, YTOObI HUKTO HE YCIIBIIA CIyYaiiHO 4ero-HuoOyap U3 ux
Oecelibl, HO 3TO ObLIO M3NMIIHE. Bee B3mianpl nputaruBan k cede Anekc. OH crapaicsi pasBiedb
noapyr KpuctuHsl, HO Ka3aiock, YTO MM TAKOM JII0OOBAJIMCh BCE TIOCETUTENILHUIIBI KITyOa.

BerkaB, korma cMex BOKPYT UyTh CTHX, | €pMaH BHOBb HaKJIOHWICS K caMOMy ee JiuLy. [osoc
NapHs 3ByYasl MArKO, CJIOBHO ITPOKPAAbIBAsCH MO YIIIHOMY IPOXOAY BIUTyOb UepernHoi KOPOOKH.

— 41 y3Hau1, 4TO THI OCTaNaCh COBCEM OfIHA, ¥ TIOAYMaJ: BAPYT Thl CKyYaJjia [0 MHe?

— U oTKyga TOJIbKO THI BCE 3HAEUIb?

JleBylIka mocMoTpesa Ha Hero ¢ HecKpblBaeMbIM nofo3penueM. Ho ee Bompoc ocrascs 6e3
OTBETa, TaK Kak ['epMaH OHMM IJIOTKOM OCYIIMJI CBOH CTaKaH U MOTSHYJCS 3a OYTHUIKOM, YTOOBI
BHOBb HAIIOJIHUTH €r0. TOJIBbKO MOCIIE 3TOr0 OH IMPOJOJIKWIL:

— S, ecnm yecTHO, He OXKUIAN MOAOOHOro MpreMa. MHe Ka3ajaock, BCe AOJDKHO ObITh MHAYE.
Hey:xenu Tol Bce enie cepauibes Ha MEH: 32 TO. ...

Emy ve manm 3akoHunth. Huka tponyna Kpuctuny 3a pyKy v npuriacuiia BHIATH Ha YL,
YTOOBI HEMHOT'O MO/IBIIIATb.

Mopo3Hblii IeTepOypKCKHUi Beuep XOPOIIO CTOHSIT XMeJlb, TIOMOTasi cCOOpaTbCsi ¢ MBICIISIMU.
JleByIIKM OTOIUTN MOJaJIBIIIE OT BXO/A, T/e ObLIO JIOAHO M HAKYPEHO.
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— Tsl kak OyATO HE paja, YTo BCTPETUIIA CTApPBIX Apy3eit! S, KoOHEYHO, TOHMMAIO, THI ellle «B Tpa-
ype», HO MHe Kaxercs, ['epmaH. ..

— He 6ynem o Hem, nagHo? — KpricTuHa He 1asia ofipyre 3aKOHUUTb, — OH He TaKOW MUJIAIIIKA,
KAaKMM KaKeTcsl.

— Mexay Bamu He Bce Tak MpocTo, jaa?

Momnuanue. Huka oxuBuiIach.

— Yro-to nmpowusoiuio, aa?

Kpucruna HemHOro nomsiiach, HO MocJe OTBETUIIA!

— Mexay HaMu MHOTO 4ero Mpou301UI0. Y Hamleld ApykObl, €CJIM 9TO MOXKHO TaK Ha3BaTb,
OYEHb JIaBHsIS UCTOPUSL.

I'naza nozppyru 3acusim A0ragkou.

— OH T1ebs 6pocu, ga?

— Her. OH meHs Hukorna He 6pocat. B 3Tom u Bes cliokHOCTD. §1 Kak-HUOYb paccKaxy Teode,
TIOTOM.

— 3Haelb, IO-MOeMy, OH. .. — Huka 3amosnkia, yBuzieB, Kak u3 6apa seien ['epman. Ot sipkoro
CBETa YIMYHOTO (hOHAPSI OH COIIYPHII TJIa3a U 9yTh OMYCTUJI JIMIO. B pyKax y Hero 610 MajibTo.

— Vxe yxonuuib?

I'epman oGeprysics Ha rosioc Kpuctunst n nogormesn. Tam, rae CTOsIN JeBYIIKH, CBETA TIOUTH
He ObLIO, ¥ OH OOJIErYeHHO MOJHSUI IJ1a3a Ha Hee.

— Her. Emie Het. { BbllIes cipocuTh: Thl HE MEP3HELIb TYT?

— Her, cnacu6o. 51 B nopsiake.

— JlazHO, — OH HEJIOBKO MOMOTYAJI TTApy CEKYH[. — BrKy, s BaM romeral.

— Her-ner, Hy 4uto ThI, — HuKa 3acmesnace. — ] Kak pa3 crpammsaia ee o T... — Kpucruna
MUXHYJIa ee JIOKTeM B peOpo, — 0 TOM, KOr/ia ke Mbl roiieM oopatso. [a, monpyra?

Bwmecro oteBera Kpuctuna B3sla JeBylIKy nof pyky. ['epMan pacniaxHyn nepej HUMU BEPb
u Bomesn cienoM. [Ipoxoas mumo tyanetoB, Huka 3actaBuiia IpUATENbHULLY 3a€pXKaThCs U, TIPOITY-
ctuB ['epmana Briepeq, 3amenTaia:

— 51 xotena ckazarp, 4TO, IO-MOEMY, OH HU4ero. Thl MHE He paccKasbiBasa, Kakue y TeOsl eCTh
Apy3bsl AETCTBA.

— Tht ero He 3Haenb. OH He Takol, KakuM Kaxkercs. Ha camom sene I'epman — cyunuaaabHO
HACTPOEHHBI MCUXOIaT ¢ MaHepaMy YelmpcKoro Kota v Ky4yei cTpaHHocTed. Takux Jiofen Jiydiie
BooOIIIe n30erath. OH Kak TaiiyH, KOTOPBIT TPOHOCHUTCS Yepe3 TBOIO KU3Hb, HE OCTABHB TOCIIE CeOs1
Y KaMH$ Ha KaMHe.

Huka cobupainack uTo-TO CKaszarh, HO KprctuHa npepsana ee:

— Unewm. {1 notom TeGe Bce OOBACHIO.

Komnanus 3a ux cTonMkoM mpojosikaia BecenuTbhes. ObasHue AJiekca, Ka3anoch, He UCCs-
Kas10. OH MU YKUCTHIN BUCKU U HE TIbsIHEJ, CJIOBHO MTPe00pasyst aJKorojb B PaJ0CTh OKPYKAIOIIUX.

[TomonmuaB HemHoro, ['epmaH MonbITaICs YKPaIKOU MPOAOIKUTh HAUAThIi paHee pa3roBOp:

— Pazpermmins MHe HEeMHOTO Tebe TTOCOUYBCTBOBATH B CBETE MOCIIETHUX COOBITHIA?

—IIpoctu, HO He pa3pelily. 3a OC/IEIHUE THU 51 TOJYYHJIa OT OKPYXKAIOLIUX TAKYIO JO3y COUyB-
CTBUSI, YTO MHE €r0 XBATUT Ha BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb. Bce Tak COUyBCTBYIOT, Oy/ITO MHE HOTH OTO-
pBaio!

I'epman B310XHYII.

— Torna, moser, pacckaxellb, Kak TBOU Aesa?

Kpucruna yyBcTBOBasIa, YTO 3TO COBCEM HE TO, U BCE K€ HaYaJla pacCKa3bIBaTh O CBOMX ycIleXax
Ha apXUTEKTYpHOM (paKy/ibTeTe, O TOM, YTO Ha HBIHEITHEM TPEThEeM Kypce yike Haluia mogpaboTKy
B IPOEKTHOW KOMITAaHWH U JJake Kynuia B Kpeaut MamuHy. Cama. ['epMan B OTBET ciierka ysbioancs,
MOCMaTpHBasi Ha Urpy OJIMKOB B cBoeM Ookaste. Kazasock, OH coBceM He CITyIIaeT ee, TOJIKO ee IoJIoc.

17



A. Bumec. «Kaxmga moBepusi. YMEOT JIU yIOBHIIA JIIOOUTD ?»

— Kak xe Thl 13MeHmIach 3a 3To BpeMs, AeBouKa ¢ Kpackamu! CoBceM Oosbiiasi crana, gaxe
HE BEPUTCH.

OHa BOITPOCUTENBHO B3IJISIHYJIA HA CBOETO COOECe/IHHKA.

— MHe kaxercs, Thl TETIEpb Apyras, He Takasl, Kak paHbllie, U 3TO MeYaJIbHO.

— YTo Thl XOUelIb 3TUM CKa3aTh?

— Huuero, nipocto. .. 51 moMHIO TeOs1 TAKOM. .. JIETKOW, TAKOW CBOOOIHOM, OTBAKHOM.

— U myno#, — BcraBuia Kpucrtuna.

— He npagna! I'mynoctu ThI cTasia enath MOTOM, KOTJa. .. — OH MOMpPaBHII COMBIIUICS pyKaB
y3KO# pyOamku. — B OCHOBHOM, KOHEUHO, KOT/ia TO3HAKOMMJIACH C HUM.

— He nponomxkaid, a To Mbl IOCCOpUMCH.

— Jla MbI 1 He MUpHIHCh. [T09TOMY pa3peln MHe 3aKOHUUTh. Bce MOryio Obl OBITH COBEPIIIEHHO
MHayve, ecyiv Obl THI TOT/Ia He ucmyraiack. Y motom atoT ApteM... MI3BUHM, HO OH COBEPILIEHHO TeOsI
3amyTai. U 3aueM oH ToJbKO TeOe crascs?

— IIpekpatu! MHe kaxercs, Mbl IaBHO yxke o0cynumm 310! OH. ..

— UYro? Jlo cux mop Bech B OesoM? — 371as yCMeIIKa TpOHyJa ero ryoel. — [lociymmaid,
3TOT NApEHb — BCETO JIMILb OUH U3 TE€X, KTO CAMOYTBEP:KAAIOTCS KOJINYECTBOM MOKPBITHIX CAMOK.
Bunumo, on pocto obaeneH qpyrumu tasiantaMu. Kak Tl BOOOIIIEe MOIJIa MOBECTUCh Ha Takoe?!

— Coymai, a 9To ThI Jie3elllb BOOOIIe B MOIO JKU3Hb? — TeprieHre KpucTHHBI ObUTO Ha UCXOJIe.

— IToTomy 4TO TBOSI XWM3HB ObLIA YACThIO MOeH ku3HU. [ToKa THI. ..

— Bce, ¢ MeHs XBaTUT! — OHa HE Aajla eMy JIOTOBOPHUTH, B3sla CBOE MAJbTO U PELIUTEILHO
TONLIA K BBIXOLY.

JleBy1ika crapasiach AT KaKk MOXKHO ObICTpee, Ha X0y LeIUIsIs IIeYaMu IPYTHX IIOCEeTUTENIeH.
Ee mammna crosiina Bosje camoro Bxozaa. Kimou B 3amok, u 6enbiil [lleBposte 3aBescs. CekyHIy oHa
MeUIIIa, pa3ayMbIBasi, CTOMT JIM rocsie OOKasia IMuBa exaTh 3a pyJeM. B 3epkasie 3aiHero Buga Tem
BpEeMeHeM IoKazaJscs BbiOeskaBmi u3 6apa ['epman. Ciegom 3a HUM BeICKOUmIT Asieke, 1 Kpructuna
Ha’kaJla Ha ras.

ABTO OBICTPO Pa3rOHSIOCH, & (PUTYPBI CMOTPSIIMX €i BClIel ABOUX MYXUYMH CTPEMHUTENBHO
yMeHbInanuck. OTbexaB nopasnsiie, Kpucruna Opocuiia nocneHuid B3IsA]] B 3€PKajio 3aJHET0 BUA.
Uepnniii cutysT ['epmana Bee eltie BbICUIICS Bajieke, Kak Masik. OH OIMHOKO CTOSUI Ha TOM ke MecTe
B SIPKOM cBeTe (hOHapsi ¥ CMOTpeJT, Kak OHa ye3xkaeT. UepHslil MasiK, OT KOTOPOro oHa Oekasia mpoyb.

Oma Jerena Mo HOYHOMY TOpOAYy, C TPYAOM 3acTaBisisl ceOsi OCTaHABIMBATLCS Ha KPACHBIH.
UYem ObIcTpee KPYKWIMCh MBICIM B TOJIOBE, TEM CUJIbHEE ee HOTa BIABJIMBAJIA B TIOJ Ie/aib rasa.
Kpucruna xorena gomoii. B cBo10 THXYI0 KOMHATY € TEIUIbIM CIIOKOMHBIM CBETOM HOYHHMKA. XOTesa
MOOBICTPee MPUHSATH TOPSYUNA TYII U JIeUb B MSATKYIO TIOCTEITb, YKPBITHCS OAESJIOM C rofoBou. Tak
HY)XHO CJIeJIaTh, YTOOBI CTaTh HEJAOCTYITHOW ISl CBOMX MBICJIEH M BOCIIOMHUHAHMI O TIPOIIUIOM, KaK
IJ1s1 HOYHBIX MOHCTPOB, KOTOpPBIE HE MOTYT TeOsl IOCTaTh, MOKA ThI YKPBIT OJESJIOM.

Bort oHa cBepHyJa B CTOPOHY KOTTE)KHOT'O MOCEJIKA, IJI€ KUJIM €€ POAUTENU. XOPOLIO 3HAKO-
Masi Iopora Iij1a yepe3 HeOOJIBIIOH MPOJIECOK M Ka3alach IyCTHIHHOM B 9TO Mo3iHee BpeMsi. CBeT ap
BBIXBAThIBAJT U3 TEMHOTHI CHJTY3THl OTPOMHBIX €Jleil. AHTPAIMTOBO-YepHbIE B TEMHOTE, OHU OYITO
TSHYJIM CBOY BETBU-JIAIBI K 000unHe. VI BAPYT U3 I'yIH IepeBbeB MPSIMO Ha JOPOTY BHICKOUMIIO OOJTb-
110€e XXKUBOTHOE. PazmMepom KpymnHee co0aku, ¢ TEMHOM IIEPCThIO, OHO OPOCHIIOCH BIIEpe]] U 3aCThLIO
MPSIMO NOCEPEVHE TOPOKHOM MOJIOCh], iperpaxaasi Kpucrtune nmyts. B sipkom cBete hap coMHeHUI
OBITH HE MOIJIO: Ha IOPOre CTOsIT OrPOMHBINA BOJIK. Yiap no topmo3aM. Cymka Kpuctunsl cierena
Ha T0J1, pacchinaB Bee copepxkumoe. benpiii [lleBpone 3aHecno, oH GOKOM 3aCKOJIB3UII 10 00JIeIeHe-
nomy acanbty. Pyku 1o 60mu Buenuvch B pyib. Cepalie 3aMeprio, 11a3a pacnaxHyJIuch B OKUIA-
HUM Yero-To crpauiHoro. Ho maimna npocto ocTaHOBUJIACK.

Hemnoro npuns B ce6s1, Kpuctuna ornsiaenacs. OHa Obuia 11€71a, HO 32 MpeieiaMyi MaIlliHbI
BCE TOHYJIO B KPOMEIIIHOM ThME.

«Couna wm He cowna? Yaapa, kaxercs, He Obuto. W Obi1?»
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Cepare Bee ernie OerieHo cTyvaso, HO JIeBYIIKa OTKPbUIA JBEph MAIIMHBI 1 BhilLIa. Ha HeBep-
HBIX HOTax OHa 3alllla B TEMHOTY M03a/i1 MaliiHbl. KpacHslil cBeT 3aqHux hoHapeit ocBeliai Jopory,
COMTOrO KMBOTHOTO HHTJE HEe OKa3anock. [1o3aau Hee 3aropeuch OrHA YbuX-TO (hap, KTO-TO exXal.
Jopora ocBeTuiach MOMHOCTHIO. be3 comHenuii, oHa Oblia mycra.
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I'naBa 4

ToW 3UMOMH, MOCJIE CBOETo Yy/lIEeCHOIO criaceHus M 3HakoMcTBa ¢ I'epmanom, Kpuctrna nop-
XaJla, KaK Ha KpbUIbsIX. BCIO CBOIO :KM3Hb OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA THETYILEE OIMHOYECTBO U HE HAXOAWJIA
ceOe MecTa cpeJi CBepCTHUKOB. Mexk 1y Hell U IpyTrUMH JTIObMU CJIOBHO ObUT BHICTPOSH HEBUAUMBIN
Oapbep. [leByliiika MHOTo pa3 MmbITajaach 3aBeCTH APy3ei, HO HUUEro He CKiaabiBajiock. OHa He ymerna
MOJTYaTh, KOIJ1a IPOMCXOIUT YTO-TO HECIIPABEUIUBOE, HE yMeJla BpaTh U U3BOpaunBarhcs. [loatomy
TMIOCTOSIHHO BJIMTIAJIA B KaKue-To uctoprn. O01IaThesi ¢ Helt ObUIo MorpocTy onacHo. CIUIIKOM MHOTO
HapOJy Cpeiu APYrUX YYEHUKOB IIKOJbI ee He Moouao. K Hell XOpoIo OTHOCUIIUCH TOJIBKO MPero-
JaBaTesiy, 3a YTO OHa cpa3y OblLIa BO3BE/IeHA JPYIMMHU yUYalllMMUCS B PaHT JTIIOOMMYUKOB U YIOCTau-
BaJIach elie OOJBILEro Mpe3peHusl.

KpuictrHa yxe v He Haiesiach, 4To ee Jiesia u3MEHSITCs K JiyuiieMy. OHa Hay4duiach ObITh OJTHA,
00X0aUThCsI Oe3 IPYKECKOU MOAICPIKKU, HAXO/S yTellleHHe B KHUIaX ¥ BBIIYMAaHHOM MHUPE CBOETO
BOoOOpaskeHus1. M BIpyr COBEpINIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIN MapeHb CracaeT ee U3 OONbIIoN Oebl, TOBOPUT,
YTO OHA YyJauKa, a 3HAYMT, ocoOeHHas1! M cam OH Takoi ke CTpaHHBI. MOXeT ObITh, TIO3TOMY C HUM
TaK JIETKO U UHTEPECHO?

U camoe 11aBHOE, TO, YTO CHEJIAI0 OXOAKY KpHCTUHBI TaKOW JIETAIIEH, U 3aCTaBUIIO YJILIOKY
HE CXOOUTH ¢ Jnma — oH ckasai, uyto JIOBUT Bce HeoObIuHOE!

Heyxenn ona emy nonpasuiack? nu geno TyT NpocTo B KaJOCTU K HEJIETION JeBOYKE, Mepe-
MaYKaHHOW KPacKoy u ¢ pa3ouroii ryooii? Ho oH Beap criac ee. Mim Tak mocTynvt Obl Kaxk b1 ?

['ne-to B rityOMHE YK KOMOIIMIMCh COMHEHUSI, YTO STO IMPOCTO MPABUIIBHBIN IIOCTYIIOK C €r0
CTOPOHBI ¥ HUYETO OOJIbIle, YTo Oy[b Ha ee MecTe JIpyrasi, OH nmoMor Obl v eid. Ho Benp Het npyroi
Takor! DTO TOJBKO C HEeW Bce Tak ciydaercs. Beerna. Vm net?

B mobGom cityuae gake eciiv 3TO MPOCTO KeCT MOopsAAoUYHOCTH, KprcTrHa 1 5TOMY paioBaiach.
Beap 10 cux nop oHa aymasia, 4Tto OJiHa B 1IEJIOM MUPE, U HUKTO HUKOTJa HE BCTYIIUTCS 32 Hee.

Tenepb OHa MOHs1Ta 0OpaTHOE U YIIBIOATACh, HECMOTPS Ha pa30UTYIO U ellie He 3aKUBIIYIO I'y0y.

EnuHcTBEHHOE, UTO €€ TPEBOKUIIO — 3TO MPEICTOSANIEE 3aHATUE B KPYKKE prucoBaHUsA. byner mu
JIuna cHOBa ocTaBaTh €e, KaK paHbllle, WM TENEPb €€ HEHABUCTh BBIMAET HAa HOBBIA ypOBEHb? YTO
€CJIM OHA OCMEJIUTCS MPUTALLUTh CBOMX TYNOTOJIOBBIX APYXKKOB MPSAMO B KOy ? Bee 3To BbI3bIBAIIO
OIpE/IEIEHHBIE OITACEHUS.

C nopyrol CTOpOHBI MIOKa HUYETO HE CIYYHJIOCh, XOTSI C MOMEHTA CTBIUKM 32 YITIOM IPOIILIO
yXke HecKoJbKo jHel. [TapeHs JIumbl u ero 6ania He 00bsiBIsIHCh. HUkTO He s)an Kpucrtuny nocre
IIKOJTBI, XOTSI Terephb ObUIO ObI CaMOEe BpeMsI, Be[lb CIacaTh e OOJbIle HEKOMY.

JleBylllka Jaxe Aymasa B 3TOT pa3 MNPOMYCTUTh 3aHATHE B KPYKKE, HO MTOTOM OTBEpIJIA 3Ty
uzewo. Kpuctuna pemua, 4yto 310 OyIeT BhIIIsIETh, KaK MPOsIBJISHUE TPYCOCTH,  TOKA3bIBATh CIIUHY
HENPUSATENIO — MOCIIEAHEE JIEIO.

W BOT MOKpO# OT BOJIHEHUsI JIaJOHBIO OHA OTKPbUIA IBEPh B KJIacc U Bomwia. Jlujma yxe Obuia
3nech. Bo pry y Kpuctunsl BApyr nepecoxsio, HO OHa He Mojaja BUJA, TPOMKO IMO3J0pPOBAIACH
CO BCEMH U CIIOKOMHO TPOIILIa Ha CBOE OOBIYHOE MECTO.

Ha nipotskeHrM NepBOi YacTH 3aHSTUSI OHA OOsIaCh, UTO YUUTENILHUIIA TTOKMHET KaOWHET,
1 pa3bopka mexay Hedd u Jlupoit npogomkutcsa. Ho Bece muto miaiko. BeiBiias odumuuma cuena
3a CBOMM CTOJIOM THXO, KaK MBIIIKA, U PUCOBaJa, IMOYTU He MoaHuMMas mia3. MHorma oHa uckoca
MOIISIIBIBAJIA B CTOPOHY KpUCTHHBI, HO OBLIO HE ICHO, YTO O3HAYAJ STOT B3IJISI.

CrycTs MOYTH Yac ¢ MOMEHTA Hayasia Ie/iaror 0ObsIBUIIA JIECSITUMUHY THBINA TIepepbiB. 3BOHKU
yXKe HE JaBaJld, TaK KAaK BCE YPOKHU JABHO 3aKOHUYWIWCh, U TENEph 1IN TOJBKO JOMOJIHUTEbHbIE
3aHATHSA, TPOIJICHKU U KPYXKKHU.

Kpucruna pemmia BHIATH U3 KJIacca ¥ TOOPOAUTH O MOTYMyCTOH 1iKosie. Eif HpaBuimch Takue
nporysku. Koryia KoHYamceh ypoku, U OOJBITMHCTBO JETeH U yUrTesel yXOAWIN JOMOM, caMa IIKOoJIa

20



A. Bumec. «Kaxmga moBepusi. YMEOT JIU yIOBHIIA JIIOOUTD ?»

MeHsuach. ATMocepa B Hell CTAaHOBMJIACh KaKOH-TO 0coOeHHOM. CuiibHEe BCEro 3TO OUIYIIAIOCh
C HacTyIuIeHueM TeMHOThI. Ceituac, 3MMOM, TEMHEJIO BCE PaHbllIe, U B KOPUIOPHI C YJIMILIBI yKE Haualu
BJIMBAaThCSl BEUEPHHUE CYMEPKH.

OnuHOKas1 JeByIIKa HecIella U1, pa3ryisablBas PUCYHKH YYEHHKOB, KOTOpbIE OHA YiKe 3Haja
710 MeJTbYaIImMX mogpooHocTel. Bapyr eit mokaszanock, 4to KTo-To uet ciegoM. OHa ObIcTpo MoBep-
HyJack U yBuzena Jlugy. B nepBoe mraoBenue KpricthHa nmogymana, 4yTo AeBYIIKA MOIUIA 32 Hel,
YTOOBI OTOMCTHUTD 32 HefIaBHEE MopakeHne, HO MOTOM IMOHsLIA, YTO OMIMOIACh.

Jluaa ocraHOBMIIACH U CTOsUIA TeNepb HEYBepeHHO, He Tisias Kpucrtune B riasa. Bes ee durypa
Mpe/IaTeIbCKM UCTOYAJIa CTBIL U CMYIIIEHHE.

['me-To 3Tak0M BBIIIIE TIOCIBIIAICS AETCKUN CMeX, KPUKH Majiburiiek. HaBepHoe, 3aKoHYH-
Jach mpoJieHKa. ToroT HOr 9XOM OTAABAJICS B IYCTHIX KOPUIOPAX U HA JIECTHHUIIE.

Jluaa HepBHO KalUIsSHYJIA U TIEPBOM HAPYIIIWIA MOTYAHUE:

— Thl KPacMBO pUCYEIIIb.

— Cnacu60, — Kpructuna Huyero He noHnMana. Mty 3a Hell, YToObl CKa3aTh, YTO OHA KPACHBO
pucyer? M KTO U3 HUX MOCJIE€ 3TOr0 CTPAaHHbINA?

— 51 xotena ckazartb Tebe. .. — JIuzma oceksiach U CMOJIKJIA.

[ToBuc0 HETOBKOE MOTYaHNE.

— W3BuHM 3a TOT pas. f ckazaia mapHsAM, 4TOObI OOJbIIIEe OHU TeOsI He TPOTaJIH.

Jluaa mMenpkoM nocMoTpena B mio Kpuctune, HO 3aTeM OTBeJa I1as3a:

— 41 BooO11Ie He mpocKiIa X HA O YeM TakoM. Moii apeHb MpoCTo B30eCUICs U3-3a TOrO, UYTO
THI PO MeHsI cKazana. HaBepHoe, KTO-TO ¢ KpyKKa eMy paccKazall, MOKET, MO3BOHIJI MJIM HAIUCAT
CMC. .. DT NIApHU, OHU COBCEM HE JIPYXKaT C TOJIOBOH, €CJIM [IeJI0 KacaeTcs MX MoApyxek, Aa? — Jluga
HEYBEpEeHHO YJIBIOHYJIach U CHOBa mocMoTpena Kpucrune B riasa.

— HaBepnoe, — oTo3Baznach JeByIKa, He Beps HU eJUHOMY CJIOBY. CcaauHbl, OCTaBIIMECS
OT Pa30OpKM 3a IIKOJOW ObUIM elle CBeXMMHU W 3yiaenu, Ho Kpuctuny yuwnm mpomats. Ecim
HE OT YMCTOrO CepiIa, TO XOTs Obl caeaTh BUI. IMEHHO Tak MOCTYMAOT XOPOIIUE JIOIH.

— 4 Tyt nogymaia... Kopoue... — HeoxuaanHo JInga npoTsHysia Bliepes YTo-To, YTo 10 ITOro
npsTaia 3a CIUHOM, — HEXOPOIIO BHIIUIO C TBOUMH Kpackamu. [Toatomy BOT.

KpuctrHa 0cTOpPOKHO MOIONUIA U B3IISIHY/IA Ha CBEPTOK.

— Y0 370 Takoe?

— HoBble kpacku.

Bujis, Kak ieByIlIKa OTIIATHY/IACh, HE JKeJlasi HUYero MPUHUMATh OT CBOEH OBIBILIeH OOMTUMIIH,
Jluaa ObICTPHIM IBUKEHUEM CYHYJIa KOPOOKY €l IPsIMO B PYKH.

— IIpocto BozpMu. U pucyit, kak xodelb. XOTh Bce PUCYl CMHUM! — B TIOCJTIEIHEM BO3IJIace
TIOCJTBIIIIAJICS €/1BA YJIIOBUMBIH CTpax.

Crioputh, moxosxe, ObuU10 OeccmbiciieHHO. OueBUaIHO, uTo JIue Bce 3TO CTOMIIO OOMBIINX YCH-
mwii. [Tostomy KprctrHa ripocto nodnaromapuia ee 3a HeoXuIaHHBIA niogapok. Cyfs 1o pa3mepy
CBEepTKa, B HeM ObLT OOJIBIIION U HE/ICIIeBbIA HAOOP.

«Bpsig u geHer Ha Hero et gamu pogutend. OHU BOOOIIE, CKOpee BCero, He 3HaIOT, C KaKOu
KOMITaHUEH BOIUTCS UX I0Yb U YTO TIO3BOJISIET ceOe B IIKOJIE [0 OTHOUIEHHIO K IPYTHM JIETSIM U YUH-
TesiM. XOpOoIIo, ecd OHa Kynuja KPacKu, OTJIOKHB CO CBOMX KapMaHHBIX JeHer. CIKOHOMMIIA
Ha niiBe U curapeTax? Kak yrogHo, b Obl OHa He OTHSUIA MX yTPOM U MITaIIIEKTacCHUKOB ! » Cripa-
IMBaTh HANPSIMYIO ObLJIO KaK-TO HEBEXKJIMBO. [103TOMY /IeBYIIKM MOJIYA TONUIM 1O MOTyTEMHOMY
KOPHUIIOPY Has3aj B Kjacc. Yike Ha noaxoze Jluia HeoXKuaaHHO CIpOCHIa:

— A TOT mapeHb, KOTOPBIX TOT/a. .. OH KTO Tebe? TBoii Trra OordpeH 1 Ui, MOXKET, pOICTBEH-
HUK? JIBOIOpOIHBIN OpaT Kakoi-HUOyab?

Jluto JIuzael OBUIO TaKUM MCITyTaHHBIM, KOTJ]a OHA TOBOPWJIA O «TOM MapHe», uyTo Kpuctuna
HEBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJIAC:

— Ha rtak. IIpocro apyr.
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HleHb e 3a aHeM, a ['epMaH Tak 1 He 3BOHUJL.

Kpuctuna cHavana He mpuaaBaia 3ToMy 3HavueHHs. OHa CIUIIKOM ObLIa 3aHSITA MBICTSAMU
O CBOMX HE/I0OOpOXKeNaTelisix, KOTOPbIE BIPYT TaK JIETKO OCTABHIIU €€ B IOKOE.

K tomy e meBylIka MoHMMasa, YTo Cpady OH M HE MO3BOHWT. B Takux Aernax Monarajioch
BBUKIATH nay3y. OMBIT y Hee camoid ObLT HEOOJIBINON, HO OHA yXe YcIiesia HaCayIaThcsi 00 TOM BbIIIE
KPBIIIU OT CBOMX OJHOKJIACCHMII U JEBUI] TocTapie. [IeByniku cpa3y He JaloT OTBET, MAPHU Cpasy
HE TIepe3BaHUBAIOT, AEBYIIKH HE 3BOHSAT U HE MOAXOSAT NEPBbIMHU, TAPHU MPUTJIAIIAIOT HA AUCKOTEKY
JOCTYIHBIX, a HE TeX, KTO HpaBUTCs. Bech 3TOT Opes MporcXoaus BOKPYT Hee MOCTOsTHHO, OHA 3HajIa
Bce npaBwia urpbl. Ho eii camoit urpars ¢ I'epMaHOM He XOTEJNIOCh.

OnHu npoBesIM BMECTE OT CHJIBI Yac, a Ka3aJloch, YTO ObLIM 3HAKOMBI 1IETyI0 BeYHOCTh. CTpaH-
HOE YYBCTBO HE MOKHJAJIO JIeBYIIKY. ['epMaH BBIIJISIAE EpIIMCTHIM U JKECTKUM, HO OHA OIIlyIasa
HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO JIETKOCTh MPH OOLIeHUH ¢ HUM. Tak KodeMaHbl ¢ HaclIa)AEHUEM IbIOT TOPbKUIt
Kpenkui Kode.

Ho 3BoHKa ot ['epMana Tak 1 He ObLIO.

«MoeT, OH XO4YeT Urparh Mo BceM npaBuiiam? [lymaeT, 4To HaI0 TOMapuHOBATh MEHs, YTOOBI
s 3aBOJTHOBAJIaCh, CTaja MOCTOSTHHO AyMaTh 0 Hem? Wi, MoxeT, OH OOMTCS TOKa3aThCsl HABS3UM-
BbIM? JlyMaer, 4To He OHpaBUJICS MHeE?»

Ot 31X MBICIIel y Hee yxke ronopa Iuia KpyroMm. KpructuHa naxke cornacHa Obuta Obl cama
eMy 1o3BoHUTH! OHa Ipe3upaa Bce 3T IIIYIOCTH PO TO, UTO JEBYIIKA He JOKHA 3BOHUTD MAPHIO
niepBoii. BoT ToJbKO y Hee He ObLJIO ero HoMepa.

«A, MOXET, OH CIIEIIMAJIBHO caM TMOMPOCcU Mot TesieoH, a cBoil He octaBwii? Mosker, st Bce
cama cede npuaymana’? Ml BoBce He MOHPABIIIACh €My, OH IMPOCTO MOXKaJe] MEeHsI, U BCE TO CAenal
U3 KaJnocTu?»

Kpuctuna novimasia cedst Ha TOM, 4TO CJIMIITKOM MHOTO yMaJja 00 CTy4MBIIEMCsI, HO OTBJICUbCS
He ToTy4asiock. KHUTM Ka3amich CKyYHBIMH, CIOKET YCKOMIb3al OT MoHMMaHusl. OHa MpocCTo JIMcTasna
CTpaHMIIBI, HO HE CMOIJIa OBl Jake OTBETUTh, O YeM TOJIBKO YTO YUTAJIA.

JleByIIKa Tak U3My4Yasach AOTaJKaMM, YTO CTaja IIOXO CraTh.

Eif Hauasm CHUTBCS TPEBOXKHBIE CHBI. ByATO OHa 1U1a 10 JOpOTe U3 MIKOJIBI, 10 KOTOPOH Mpo-
Boxkas ee ['epman. Jlopora Obuta sipko ocBelieHa (hoHApSIMU, HO BAPYT (hOHApH 0331 Hee HAUM-
Hay racHyTh. CHauasia Bajieke, moToM Bce Omake. Byaro kTo-To 3aayBan ux, Kak ceeuu. U B Tem-
HOTe, TaM, TI033/11 Hee, KT0-To Obl1. OHa CIIblIaia rpOMKOe, phluaiie-OysIbKalolee AbIXaHue, BIesa
OIPOMHBII YEPHBIN CUITYIT, HO HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO TIOHSITh, YTO 3TO 32 CyIecTBO. POHAPH raciu, KyT-
KO€ co3laHue nprosmkanock. KpuctuHa myckanach Oexarb M30 BCEX CHJI K CBOEMY JJOMY, HO ThMa
0331 Hee HacTyIaJla, HaroHsIa ee, CTAaHOBIJIAch Bce ONMKe.

BenHsixka mpochlnanach ¢ KpUKOM B XOIOAHOM NOTY. OIHasK /16l OHA [Jake CIy4aiHo pa3Oyauia
MJIaJIero opara, KOTOpBIA criajil B coceiHelt komHate. COHHBIM, OH MPHIIES K Hel U CITPOCHJI, B YeM
aeno. YCIbIlaB, 4yTo TO MPOCTO HOYHOM KOIIMAap, OH MO-B3POCIOMY 3aMeTHJI, OTHpas I71a3za oTo
CHA, YTO i HaJIO valle IyJIsTh Ha BO3[yXe, a TO OT CUACHUS 32 KHWKKAMU Y Hee UCTIOPTHUIICS I[BET
muna. Y 3TH CHBI TOKe OT HeIOCTaTKa JBMKEHUSI U KUCTIOPOAA.

INocne Takux cnoB KpuctuHe crayio ICHO, YTO M3MEHEHUs B €€ MOBEICHUH ObUIM 3aMeYeHbI
ponutenssmu. Te, BUTUMO, X 00CyXJaH, a Opar MpocTo ObLT HEBOJIbLHBIM cBUeTeneM. MHave rae
OH MOT HaXBaTaTbCsl TAKWUX BBIPAKEHUN ?

MosxeT, OHM Bce U rpaBbl. Hasio mpocTo Oosbliie ryssTh.

Ha ynuiie paHo TeMHesno, HO OT cHera ObuTo cBeT0. OCcOOEHHO B sicHbe HOUM. B nx ropoake
MapIIpyTOB ISl TIPOTYJIOK ObLIO He MHOro. M Kak-To BeuepoM, 0OOis Bce OKPECTHOCTU BHOJb
u noriepek, Kprcruna Bhiluia Ha TOpOry, BeAyIIyIO K IIKOJE.

Oma crapanach u3deratb 3TOro Mecta B MO3JHee Bpems. Bce M3-3a MPOKJIATHIX KOIIMApOB,
KOTOpbIE HE OCTABJIST U TPEBOKIIIH €€.
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Ho Tenepb, npu sipkoM CBeTe JIyHBI, OTPaKEHHOM CHEroM, 3/IeCh BCE Ka3aloch Oe30IMacHbIM
MU OTKPBLITBIM, COBCEM HE TAKMM, KaK B €€ CHaxX. OHa 1nuta MUMO YacCTHBIX AJOMHUKOB C YIOTHBIMH
JKUBBIMH M3TOPOSIMUA U JEPEBSIHHBIMU 3a00pYMKaMU U JTI00OBAIACh TUPISIHIAMU HA OKHax. biu-
3usicss HoBBIi TOM, ¥ JIIOAM yXe Havajd TOTOBUTHCS K Mpa3iHUKY. 3aBTpa yyeOa KOHUMTCS, U yda-
IIUXCS OTITYCTAT HA HOBOTOZIHME KaHUKYJIbL. M ckopo Oyner mecsn, kak ['epmaH He 3BOHUT eil.

CnummkoMm 1010, 9To0bl 3TO OBUIO UTPOM WM COOMIOeHNEM MpaBil mpuinirst. OHa B3I0X-
HyJa U MoHMKJIA. BHe3anHo nedvasbHble Mbicn KpucTtuHbl npepBasl Kakoi-TO IIyM B )KMBOM U3IO-
POIM, OHA B3/IPOTHYJIA U 3acThula HA MecTe. Ho 3T0 oKa3asiach BCEro JIMIIb KOIIKA, MPOJUPABIIAsICS
CKBO3b KYCTBI C OFPOMHOI MSICHOI KOCTBIO B 3y0ax.

Ona ymyasnach rpous, ObICTpO NiepedeskaB uepes3 A0pory, a BO ABOPE 32 U3rOPOIbI0 XJIOMHYJIA
aseps. [locnpimanuce Tsxkensle MapKawoye mari. 3ateM OTKPbUIaCh KaauTKa, U B cBeTe (poHaps
MOKa3ajach MOXWIIAs KeHIIMHA B XaJiare:

— Onarp yHecmu! — oHa BeIUiecHy 1a pykamu. — CoBceM Tak ¢ rojiofgy noMmper!

3ameTHB JEBYIIKY, 3aCTHIBIIYIO M CMOTPSIIILYIO Ha Hee, )KeHIIMHA cKa3aa:

— Ilec moii coBcem obOeHmICs, cTail crapbiid. Bedepom He ecT. CTaBimio MHUCKY Y KOHYPBI, & OH
He BHIXOAUT. TonbKo cKynut. MoskeT, 3a0onen? {1 yxe u KOCcTb Kynuia emy, OOJBIIYIO C MSCOM.
Hymana, Beiiiger. Her.

«3aueM OHa Bce 3TO MHe pacckasbiBaeT? OX yK 3TU CTApUKHU. ..»

JleByIiIka 13 BEKJIMBOCTH CITyIIaJia, a KEHIIHA TPOIOKajla TOBOPUTh ¥ TOBOPUTB:

— Beuepamu He BHIMAHUTH €r0 OTTYIA HUKAK. 3a0MBaeTCsl B CaMblid JaJIbHUIA yrOJ M HE UJIET.
CHavasa oH Bce Jiasijl 10 HoYaM Ha Koro-to. Moxer, Ha kouiek 3tux? Henenu tpu Hazan. Her, Bpy!
UYetbipe! Mecsii Hazag Havat. Jlasi Kakaylo HOYb, @ TOTOM OfHAK/ABI 3aTHX. U ¢ Tex mop Goutcs
BeuepaMu BHIXOOWTh. He 3Ha, MOXeT, B oM 3a0paTh ero ¢ yaurpl. Vi Her?

VYenpimag 310, Kprctiuna BApyr nodyBCTBOBaJIA MPHUCTYI OecpUUMHHOrO crpaxa. OHa uepes
CUJTy OTBETHJIA YTO-TO XO3sWKe TIca, a 3aTeM IMOBEPHY/IAch W OBICTPO 3alarajia 1o HarpaBJICHUIO
K JOMY.

DTOI HOYBIO €e CHOBAa My4rsM Kommapbl. PoHapu raciu 3a criuHoi. I')pomagHas TBapp Huia
3a JIeBYIIKOW M BeJa ¢ coooit ThMy. KpuctuHa Oeskaia, 4to ObUIO CHII, HO YKaCHBI MpeciiejoBaTelb
Ob1 Bce Ommke. OHa Bujiena, Kak MEpLAOT ero KJIBIKK U KyTKUE, YePHbIe C KPACHBIM OTOJIECKOM,
r1asa.

[TpocHYBIIMCE C KOJIOTSILIMMCS CEpALIEM, JEBYIIKA 0 yTpa He MOIJIA 3aCHYTb.

Bech nenp B mikosie oHa KieBasia HocoM. Korpa ee BbI3BaiM K JOCKE MO OMOJIOTHH, OHA TaK
MyTajaach B CJIOBAX, YTO YUUTEIbHHIIA TOMHTEPECOBAJIACH €€ CAMOUYYBCTBUEM U MPEAJIOKIIIA TIOUTH
B MEITYHKT WU J1a)Ke JOMOU.

K cuacTbio, 310 OBUT TIOCTIEAHUT YUeOHbI AeHb. [Ipuas u3 mkonsl, KpricTrHa jieria Ha quBaH
Y yCHYJIa IO Bevepa.

[lnm mocneaHue AHU roja, a Hy’KHO OBUIO ellle yCreTh nepeaesaTh Kydy Jiell: KYIUTh BCeM
MOJIApKU, HApSOUTh €KY C MM OpaTtoM MMUIIKOM, MOMOYb Mame C 3aKYIKOW MpPOAYKTOB
K Mpa3AHUYHOMY CTOJY.

Kpucruna yxe noutu He rpycriiia, yro I'epman mcues Takke BHE3alHO, Kak nosieuics. Kak
MO’KHO BUHUTb KOT'O-TO B TOM, UTO Thl eMY He HyxeH? OHa crapajach He NeYaJIUThCsl U HE CEPAUTHCS
1o atomy nosony. Ilo npaeae cka3arh, OHa MOYTH OTIYCTHJIA CUTYalMIO. Ternepb TOJIbKO CTPALIHbIE
CHBI HAIIOMHWHAJIA 00 VX BeUepHEH MpOryJiKe.

W BOT HacTynwI1 npa3qHUYHBII Bevep.

Kpuctuna Tak 3aberanach, moMorasi MaTepy ¢ TOTOBKOM K CTOJTy, YTO 4yTh He 3a0bljia mepe-
OZIEThCS B MIPA3JHUYHOE TEMHO-CHHEe Tu1aThe. Ee mobumoe. [leByika HageBasa ero yxe MHOTO pas,
HO OHO e#l He Hajgoenano. [ TyOoKHiA, HO SIPKUI CUHUI OTTEHSUT €€ PYChlie BOJIOCHI, aKIIEHTUPYs HA UX
PbIKEBATOM OTTEHKE, Kak Obl BBIIEISS €ro.
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— Bcee kak B kHIKKe. OX yX) 3TH 4dyneca konopuctuku! f moxoka Ha sionoko, — Kpucruna
yIBIOHYIach camMoi ceOe, Opocast TIOCIeHNIN, KOHTPOJIBHBIN B3MJISIT B 3€pPKAJIO TIPeXk]Ie, YeM UATU
K MPa3qHUYHOMY CTOJTY.

— C 4ero THl B3sJ1a, MUJIasi, 9TO THI ITOXOXA Ha A010K0? Y Tebs ommyHast purypa. Tel moxoxka
Ha OaHaH, — OTel] 3ale] B e KOMHATY U IIyTIMBO notpenai Kpuctuny 3a meky.

OH ObLT CTPOWHBIM U BBICOKMM, M J0Yb YPOAUJIACH BCS B HETO.

— Her, narm, no uBery, — oHa y;bi0anach ¥ CMOTpesia, Kak KPACUBO OHU HAPSIHBIC BBITJISISAT
B 3€PKaJIbHOM OTpPaKeHHH.

— Cunue ss6mokn? Hukorga He cibiman o Takux. CtpaHHast Mbicib. [Tonumm?

— Huuero crpanHoro! {1 ke y Bac uynauka, — yxois BCJIEl 3a OTLIOM, OHA MOKa3ajia CBOEMY
OTPAKEHUIO SI3bIK, 3aTeM MOJMHIHYJIA ¥ BBIKJIIOUMJIA CBET B KOMHATE.

V3ke MHOTO JieT ceMbsi Kprictunbl mpa3aHoBana HoBblid rof B TECHOM KpYry, HE X0/l HU K KOMY
B TOCTU M HUKOTO He 30Bs1 K ceOe. Tak mpocTo 1 Xopolo, BYETBEPOM, OHH CHIEIH 32 MPa3IHIYHBIM
croioM u roopuin. Ene cipimHo padotan teneBusop. [1o MHenuto KprcTuHbl, OH TONBKO Memna,
HO 0e3 Hero HUKak ObLIO Obl HE y3HaTh, KOTZIA K€, B KaKyl0 TOUHO MHUHYTY HAJI0 yXke 3araJbIBaTh
KeJlaHue, a MOTOM OBICTPO OeXaTh K OKHY CMOTPETh (beriepBepK.

I'epMan momHOCTHIO TOKUHYT MBI Kpuctunel. OHa cHOBa Obuta co00i. OIMHOKON U CYaCT-
JIMBOM, HECMOTPsI HU Ha 4TO. JKM3HB mpoposrkanack. CTpalllHble CHbl YHIYT camu 1o cede, U Bce
OyZIeT, Kak mpexe.

Ha vacax B skpaHe TejieBU30pa CTPEJIKM 3aMepiiv Ha ToiyHour. Bee Bcranmm, yokasich Ooka-
namu. Kpuctune ObUTO eCTHAAIATh, ¥ POAUTENH HATUIA € HEMHOTO IIaMITaHCKOTo, a MuIlke HeT.
OH cHavasa 7ocafgoBas M OOMKaJICS Ha 3TO, HO TETIepb €T JIMIIO ObUIO OTKPBITHIM, CYACTIIMBBIM M BOC-
TOPXKEHHBIM.

Kpucruna nuna nensHoi TepNKUM HAUMTOK 3aXKMYypsiCh, Yachl oTMepsuid 12 yaapoB, oHa
XOTeJa 3arafaTh KeJIaHWe: OKOHYUTH rof 06e3 Tpoek, a JIydille Ha BCe MATEPKH, HO BMECTO 3TOro
IpoMKO Tipor3Heca mpo cedst: «Ilycth ['epMaH MO3BOHUT MHE!», U BBIMKJIA MTOCIEAHUI TJIOTOK.

Houslo nepBoro siHBapsi AeBYIIKa criajia 0coOeHHO OecrokoiHo. HarpsikeHue B ee Kommape
nocturiao nuka. OHa Oekasna OT HaJBUraBIIEHCsS TbMBI, & MOHCTP TMOJACTYMa Bce Onmxke. Bot yxe
COBCEM PsIOM €€ JIOM, HO 3JI0Belas TBapb ABIIINT MOYTH B caMmylo criuHy. Kaxercs, Kpucrtuna ayB-
CTBYET ero JipixaHue y ceOst Mexay Jionatok. Ho 1om Tak 6nmusko. M3 mocineaHux cuil oHa KUaaeTcs
K HEMY, ¥ BIpYT (pOHAPh HA KPBUIbIIE MOTac, U OHA yraja B YepHbIe, KAK cama HOUb, OOBSIThS KYT-
KOro 3Beps. Ee pyku yTOHY/IM B yrOJIBHOTO IIBETA IIEPCTH, KJIBIKACTAS MACTh TOYTH Kacaiach JIMIA,
a y’KacHble TEMHBbIE I71a3a CMOTPEJIY Ha Hee B ynop He Murasi. [71a3a Bonka wiu. .. yenoBeka?

OrpomHbIe J1ambl CTUCHY/IM JEBYIIKY TaK, YTO OHA HE MOIJIa Jake rorieBequTbesi. Kpuctuna
3aKpUYasia v BAPYT CKBO3b COH YCIIbIIIAIA 3BOHOK.

CrnacutesibHbIN OyAUITHHUK !

AX, HeT, 3TO 3a3BOHMUJI MOOWIIBHBIN. He 11s17151 Ha HOMep, CIIPOCOHOK OHA B3sijIa TPYOKY U TIOUTH
IIENIOTOM CKa3zasa:

— Amo...

— C Hoeem rofom, Kpuctuna! Toi emie He 3a0buta MeHs? 1o s, ['epmaHn.
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I'naBa 5

Bce BockpecHoe yTpo mpoIuio B 0KMAAHUM HEMPUATHOTO 3BoHKA. CyMKa ¢ Belamu yxe Obuia
coOpana u crosiia B mpuxokeil. Hakonen, moowmsHblii Kpuctinsl 3a3Bonmn. Homep BeicBeTHIICS,
Y HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUH JIEBYIIIKA COOMPAJIAch C yXOM, YTOObI OTBETUTB:

— Auno.

— IIpuser. Kak 11?7 — cripocut ronoc. Takoil 3HaKOMBIH, 4TO BHYTPU YTO-TO OOJIE3HEHHO CXka-
JI0Ch.

— OrmuHo, a Te? — KpucTrHa He nofasaja BUAy U AepKajlach XOJIOIHO.

— Hukak He npuBBIKHY, YTO TeOs HET... — TOJIOC MOJTYaJ, SIBHO OXHIAs PEakiuu, HO ee
He I0CJIeI0BAIO.

Torna oH MPOJOJIKIUIL:

— KBaprupa cBobonHa. Tsl MOXeIIb npuesxathb. S mogoxky Tedsi, YToObl OTAATH CBOM KJTIOYH.

— OcraBb X cocefike, s Oyly He CKOpO, — COBpasia OHA U TOJIOKMIIA TPYOKY.

3a pysaem Bcio gopory Kpucruna 1ymaa o TOM, 4TO ¢ CaMOro AETCTBAa OJMHOYECTBO ee OyK-
BAJILHO TpeciieioBaso. B mmikose y Hee He ObUIO Apy3eid, a eBa 00peTst KOro-To OJIM3KOro, OHA ero
Tepsia. 2Ku3Hb OyaTO pa3sBoIuiIa ee ¢ JIIIbMH, TO JIM puoeperas UIsi Yero-To JIyqIinero, To Jik Ipo-
CTO 3keJiasi nouszeBarbcs. KOHEUHO, ¢ Hell Bcerja OCcTaBajiCh POJUTENN, HO 9TO BCE PaBHO HE TO.
Mawma y narel, Iana y Mamsl, a y Hee BeJIb IOJIKeH ObITh KTO-TO CBOM. 1 He moToMy, 4TO Bee AEBYIIKH
OTYasIHHO XOTAT BBIMTH 3aMY’K, BOBCE He 3a 3TUM. [IpocTo NoToMy, 4TO JA0JKEH ObITh KTO-TO CaMblid
OMU3KUI, C KeM B TOpe U B PaiocTH, B O0JIe3HH U 31paBuu. TOT, KTO HUKOTI/IA He MPEelacT U HUKOTIa
He Opocur.

Aprtem ee, koHeUHO, OpocaTh He xoTen. OHaKo npenal, He 3ayMbiBasich. U mycTh XOTb Bee
MY>KYHHBI MUPa JI0 XPUIIOTHI TBEPIAT, YTO CEKC — ITO TOJBKO ceKe, KpucTuHy 310 yOoenurh He MOIJIO.

IMonbexaB Kk JoMy, Iie COBCEM HEJABHO JEBYIIKA CYACTIIMBO KUJa B CTAaTyCe HEBECTbI, OHA
OCTaHOBWJIa MalMHy. [Ipesk/e, 4eM BBIXOIUTb, HOCH IeNIa HEMHOTO, COOMPasiCh C JyXOM. 3aTeM B3siia
CYMKY C BelllaM{ M HallpaBUJIach K MOIbE3 Y.

Kpucruna He ycriena mpoiTH ¥ Mapy IIaroB, Kak ee OKJIMKHY/M 1o umeHu. OHa, He 00opaydu-
BasiCh, NOIILJIA ObICTpee. Y caMmoil ABEpU B MOIbE3]] €€ HarHaia ApTeM, KOTOPOro OHa YK€ MbICIEHHO
OKPECTUJIA CBOUM «OBIBIIAM»

— Cron! Jla nocroi xe To1! Ham Hy’kHO MOroBOpUTS!

«JlomkHO OBITH, OH CHIEN Ha MapKOBKe B cBoeil MammHe. Hano ObuIo mepexaars v mpuexarb
nosxe ! »

ApTem npoTAruBa el orpoMHBII OyKeT 6eTOCHEXHBIX po3. OH XOTeJ B3STh CBOOOIHOM PYKOH
ee CyMKY, YTOObl TOMOYb JIoHecTH, HO KpucrrHa otcrpanmiack. Torna mapeHs mpocTo OTKPBUT el
TSOKEJTYI0 METAJUIMYECKYIO IBEPhb B IMOABE3/] CBOUM KJIIOYOM OT JOMOQOHA.

— 3HauuT, KJII0UM y coceqku, 1a? Kakue eie «ciopnpusbl» Thl MHE TpurotoBuii? Haneocs, 3To
He ouyepe]Hasi ronas JIeByIlKa B MOEil KpOBAaTH. .. — OHA CTapaJlach TOBOPUTh KaK MOXKHO CIIOKOIHee,
HO B I0OJIOCE CJIBIIAIUCH IPE3PEHKE U 3710CTb.

— Kpuctuna, Hy 3aueM Tbl Tak CO MHOH? — MOJIOZIOW MYXKYMHA MOHYpPO ILEJ CJAEIOM BBEPX
o JiecTHuLe. — Thl yOeraenb, He Oepelib TPyOKy, He XOUelllb Aaxke MPOCTO MEHs BBHICITYIIIATb.

— Jlyuie oquH pa3 yBUJIETh, YEM CTO pa3 yCJIbIILATh, & HACMOTPENACh 1 JOCTATOYHO.

— Tel He noHMMaemb, Masl! Bo-nepBbix, HU4Yero He Obuto. Hy, To ecTb, Thl Bujena Hac
rOJIBIMH, HO BOOOIIIE 51 He TTaHnpoBa. IIpocto Tak momyumnock. $1 yxke XoTea OCTaHOBUTD €€ U Bee
yIaauTh, Korjaa Tel puiuia. CaM He 3Hal0, KaK BCE TaK JAJIEKO MOIJIO 3alTH.

— 3aTo 4, Kaxercs, 10raJblBaloch, KakK. ..

OH nponoyku, He 1aB €i JOTOBOPUTD:
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— Hy a BO-BTOpBIX, ThI %€ HE MO3BOJIUILIL ITOMY HE0PAa3yMEHUIO IEPEUYEPKHYTh BCE, UYTO MEXK LY
HaMu ObUTO? — €ro rojioc 3Byvas MPOHUKHOBEHHO M UCKPEHHE. — f] MOHMMal0, 4To BO3/Iarath Ha Teos
TaKOUM OIPOMHBII TPy3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH MPOCTO OECCOBECTHO. .. [109TOMY MOCTYILIO, KaK MyK4YMHA
u ckaxy. Kpucruna, 1 HE TIO3BOJIIO. He mMory rmo3BosuTh, YT0ObI M3-32 KAKOTO-TO TIIYTIOrO HEAO-
MoHUMaHUs Bce norwio paxom. Hy, maneim! Hy, s ke yxe Jaxe Komblla Kymui. .. Mbl ke cooupa-
JIMCh TIOKEHUTBCS.

TeMm BpemMeHeM OHU MOAHSIVCH K IBEPU HY)KHOI KBapTHphl. KprcTuHe He XBaTasio pykK, YToObI
JOCTaTh CBOU KJIIOYU U OTKPBITh:

— INonepxu, — OHa JIENIOBUTO OTAAJIAa €My CYMKY, a CaMa CTajla BO3UThCS C 3aMKOM, T'OBOpSI: —
Henopasymenue, ropopuiiib? A He 3TO J1 HeJOpa3yMeHue nrcaiio Tede 1o Hoyam cMc-ku? A? He us-
3a TOrO JIM HEJIOpasyMeHHs Thl CTajl padOTaTh YyTh JM HE JI0 TMOMYHOUM? — JBEpPb OTKPHLIACH,
U JIEBYIIIKA TlepeBesia CBOM Cepbe3HbIN M BHUMATEIIbHBIA B3IJIsA] C 3aMKa Ha MYKUUHY C OyKEeTOM. —
Tol 3MeHnT MHe, ApteM. 3a Tpu Mecsna 10 cBaabObl. U 51, ¢ TBOEro mo3BosieHusi, BO3bMY OTBET-
CTBEHHOCTb Ha ce0s1. OTBETCTBEHHOCTh MPU3HATD TOT (DAKT, UTO 51 OUEHb OIIMOIACh HA TBOU CUET, YTO
sl — HauBHas1 Aypa. OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 TO, YTO S Pa3phIBAI0 ST OTHOIIEHHS U OTMEHSIO CBaIeOHbIe
[IPUTOTOBJIEHHUS.

— Mautpim!

— Her-ner! Ilo3nHo, s yXe Mo3BOHWIIA ITOYTH BCEM, BUEpa, OTMEHWJIA U PecTopaH, u (oTo-
rpaca. A Tbl, KaKk MyX4MHA, MOXeIllb KaTUTbCS K CBOEMY 3TOMY HEAOPa3yMEHUIO U MPUCYHYTb €
xoporteHbKo. O, TPOCTH, WM TaK JeJaloT Kooenu?

OmayieBIINiA OT TAaKOW PETUIMKU, APTeM 3aCTbLT Ha MeCTe.

— Otpait kmoun! — KpuctuHa TpeGoBaTesIbHO BBITSHYJIA BIIEpe]] PACKPHITYIO JIaIOHb.

— A xak xe OyKkeT? — OH pacTepsHHO MsUT B pyKaX OXarkKy OeJIbIX po3.

— Yepr ¢ ToOO¥M, NaBaii U ero cloaa.

[Noka mapeHp He ycrien OMOMHUTHCS, KprcTrHa BhIXBaTH/Ia Y HEro OYKET U CBSI3KY KJIIOYEH,
TI0CJIE YEro MPOCTO 3aXJIOMHYJIa IBEPb.

OxkazaBlIKCh B IPUXOXKEN OJHA, OHA YCTAJIO CIIOJ3Ja MO CTEHKE U Cejla Ha CyMKY CO CBOMMU
BelaMu. X0TeIoch 3ariakaTh. OT OrpOMHOM cOOaubelt TOCKH 1 KaJIOCTH K cede. OT Toro, uto uTo Obl
OHa He cKa3aJia cefiuac Apremy, atoro Oyaer majio. Hukakue ciioBa v ynpeku, HUKakue OCKOpOJIeHusI
HE MPUIMHAT eMy OOJI U OOUIbl, PABHOCKJILHOM TEM, UTO MCIIBITHIBAJIA OHA CaMa.

Bapyr TvinmHYy mycToil KBapTUPhl HAPYIIN HACTOWYMBBIA U TPOMKHI CTYK, a 3aTEM roJIoC:

— Tbl He MOkelb Tak nocTynuTh, Kpructuna! OTkpoit iBepsb! [laBail HOroBOpyUM, Kak B3pocJible
monu!

— Wm k yepty! — oTBEeTMIIA OHA, HO BBILIUIO HE TaK TPOMKO M YBEPEHHO, Kak xorenock. [Ipena-
TEJIbCKHE CJIE3bl YK€ HauallM IeKoTaTh Hoc. JleBylKa c1aBuIia najblamMy IEPEeHOCHULIE, 3aTeEM 3aIpo-
KHMHYJIa T'OJIOBY U ILIMBITHYJIA HOCOM.

«Kaxercs, oTCTYynImIO».

Toraa oHa npuHsiJIack CHUMATh [TAJIBTO U pa3MaTthiBaTh lapd. B nepeHocke yxe 3aBoIHOBasIaCh
ee JIbIcasi KOIIKa, KOTOPYIO HaJl0 ObLIO MOCKOPEe BBITYCTUTb.

— Kpucruna, g Benp He yiny Tak npocro! Ham HyxkHO noroBoputs. JlaBail CHOKOMHO CSiAEM
1 BCe 00CyIuM.

Omna jaxe yepes ABepsb Cblllaia, KakK X0 €ro rojoca ryjser Mo MposieTaM 3Taxkeu.

«Hano cnipoBaauTh €ro Kak-To. A TO Be[jb OH Tak U OyAET TaM TOJIOCUTb, TTOKA BCEX cocenen
Ha yILIM HE IOCTaBUT».

BrinyieHHas komika yckakania BrIyOb KBapTUpbL, a KprcTrHa Tak U ocTanach CTOSITh B IpU-
XO’KE B OJIHOM cariore, pa3iyMbiBasi, Kak IOCTYIIUTh. ApTeM Hayajl HACTOMYUBO 3BOHUTD B JIBEPb.

— Tol MeHs capimmib? D, 51 Beb Bce paBHO He yiiny! YUto 1wl Oynens aenath onqHa?! Xodelb
MHE OTOMCTHTb, Haka3aTb? Xopolio, 51 ycBow ypok! f ucrmyrascs, st Bce noHsi1, XxBatuT. Tel 0 cebe-
to nopymai! Komy 11 HykHa?! Crbluuis?
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Mpiciib B €€ roJIoBy IMpHIILIA HEOKUAAHHO.

— Kak okazayioch, Hy’)kHa HEKOTOPbIM M Jjake o4eHb! — rojoc KpuCTHHBI TYJIKO pa3sHOCHIICS
IO IyCTOM KBapTHUpe.

ApTeM nomoIT9as HeMHOT0, 3aTeM M3-3a JBEPH MOCIIBIIIAIOCH:

— Mens Ha noapyxek npomensiia? Hy-Hy! 3amyxk TeOs Toxe Noapyxku O6parb OymyT? — oH
3acMmesiics.

— A TBI TIOCTOY TaM MOAOJIbIIIE, U y3HAEIIb! — OTO3BAIACH JICBYIIIKA.

— Heyxenu yxe Hanuia cebe koro-to? Yto, BpeMeHu 3ps He Tepsiia, aa?!

— HypHoe neno He xutpoe! He Tebe omHomMy ymaercsi! Tak 4yTO Karuch, THl MHE OOJbIIe
HE HyKeH!

Kaxkoe-To Bpemst 3a iBEpbIO OBUIO THXO, 3aTeM APTEM BBIPYTaJICs, U MOCIBIIIATNCH €r0 Yaass-
foruecs maru. Ha mapkoBKe OH cejl B CBOIO MAIIMHY, HO ye3kaTb He cremmil. KpuctuHa B OKHO
BUJIeNa, KaK OH CHJUT 32 pyJIeM, OKHIasi 4ero-To.

«MeHs1 KapayJuT, — orafanach oHa. — [IpoBepsieT, BBy JIU 51, U KTO Oy/IeT 3aXOIUThb B TIOb-
e3n. Hy u Ha 310poBbe!»

Oma rorpaBuia ITOPY U MOIILTa pa3oupaThes ¢ BelaMu. B mpuxoxeid Ha CyMKe JieKasl OrpoM-
HBII OyKeT, MpruHeceHHbId ApTemMoM. [leByIika Konedaiack, He 3Hasi, Kak MOCTYIHUTh ¢ HUM. BbiOpo-
cuth B okHO? [TycTh oH yBuaNT? Het, 9T0 Kak-TO TeaTpasibHO U U3JHIIHE IPAMATUIHO.

KpuctuHe oyeHb XOTeI0Ch BHIMECTUTh Ha OEJIOCHEXHBIX [[BETAX BCIO CBOIO 3710CTh. OHa yxke
MPE/ICTaBIIA, C KAKUM HAC/IAKAEHUEM CTaHEeT JIOMATh 10 OJIHOMY COUYHBIE CTEOJIN KPYITHBIX P03, KOM-
KaTh B JIQJIOHSX TIBIIIHBIE OYTOHBI. .. HO 3aTeM BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO LIBETHl HE BUHOBATHI B TOM, YTO CJIy-
YHJIOCh.

PermmrenpHBIM 1IaroM OHA HampaBWIach Ha KyxH. [Toka oOpe3ana KOHUMKY cTedrelt u pac-
riofiaraja BTl B MPO3PAYHON CTEKJISTHHOW Ba3e, 0 KPOBH YKOJIOJIACh O IIIHIL.

«Jlaxxe He MOTPYAMJICS MONPOCUTH B Marazmuue, Yro0bl 00pe3any Komovk. O 4eM 1mocie 3Toro
MOHO BooOI1e roBoputh?! He uenoBek, a omHa aekoparus. C BUIy Bce PEeKpacHo, a Ha Jefie. . .» —
OHa IocachIBaJIa MOPAHEHHBIH MaJIell.

Basze ¢ 6ykeTom Haluioch MECTO Ha KOMOJIE B CIIaJIbHE.

«Bymy 3achImath ¥ MPOCHINATHCS C MBICISIMUA O MYKCKOM KOBapcTBe, — nogymaina Kpucruna
u Opocuiia TIOCJAEHUIN B3IV HA PO3bl MEpes TeM, KaK MATU 3aHUMAaThCs pa30OpOM OCTaJIbHBIX
Belneil. — M Bce ke KpacuBble IIBETHI, Jaske HECMOTPSI Ha IUMbL. A MOXeT, Onaronapst UM ?»
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I'maBa 6

Bcio HOUBb AEBYIIKE CHWINCH TPEBOKHBIE CHBI. OHA CHOBA M CHOBA BO3BpAlllaJIach B TOT BEUEP
B Oape.

Kpucruna Beiberaer Ha yauily, yToObl yexaTh MojiasIblie OT COUYBCTBHS nonpyr u ['epmana,
KOTOpbII 3aCTaBJIsleT €e YyBCTBOBaTh ceOs BUHOBATOM BO BceM. OHa cajuTcs B MAIllMHY U CTpe-
MUTEJILHO HaOUPaeT CKOPOCTb, HO €ro CHIIY3T He oThajsercs. MyKunMHa yKOPU3HEHHO CMOTPUT el
Besesl. OHa JaBUT Ha ra3 u30 Beex cvil. Mup 3a OKHaMy MallMHbI YK€ HAYMHAET TEPATh CBOM OYep-
TaHUs, OT CKOPOCTH NPEBPALIAACh B CIUIOLIHOM TYHHEIb YEPHO-CEPBIX TeHeW. OHa CHOBA CMOTPUT
B 3epKaJIO 3aJJHETO BU/A B HAJEK/IE, YTO OTOpBAJIach, cOexana OT STOro B3MIsAA, HO YepHasl TeHb
He orcraeT. OH CTOMT TaM, M03aJy Hee, KaKk YEpPHbI MasK, yKa3bIBAIOUIMN Ha ONACHYI0 OJIM30CTh
CKaJIcToro o6epera 1 MaHsIIMIA IPUCTATh K HEMY.

JleBymika u30 Bcex CHJI X04eT cOexarh Tyaa, e Oyzner B 6ezonacHocT. OHa Ha MONHOM CKO-
POCTH HECETCS B POAUTEIBCKUNA JJOM, B TO MECTO, IJI€ €€ BCET/a KAAJIU MOKOU U YIOT, CIIACEHUE OTO
Bcex crpaxoB. OHa Mpoaupaercsi CKBO3b Jiec, HO, UCKaKEHHBIN KOLIMApOM, OH TSHETCs1 OECKOHEYHO.
Kpuctuna npubasiiseT rady, Ho MaliiHa OoJiblie He pasroHsercs. JlepeBbs CTaHOBSTCS BCE BbILLE
U TEMHEE, I0pora Cykaercs, CBET (pap TYCKHEET, U MaHuKa ycuwimaerca. Celiuac oHa MOrpys3uTcs
BO TbMY, TaK M HE JOEXaB JI0 CBOEM MAaJIEHbKOM KOMHATBI C MATKMM CBETOM HOYHMKa. OT yxaca
cepaue KOJIOTUTCA TakK, YTO, KAXKETCA, TOTOBO IMPOJIOMUTD TPYIHYIO KJIETKY.

N3 nocnepnux cun KpuctuHa xMeT Ha nejasib, MBITAasACh MPOOUTHCS CKBO3b JIEC, HO BHE-
3aITHO MepKHYIIHe (apbl e aBTOMOOKIISI BBIXBATHIBAIOT M3 TEMHOTHI OUEPTaHHUSI YEJIOBEKA, CTOSIIIIETO
IOCPEeM JIOPOrM M CMOTPALIETO NpsAMO Ha Hee. JleByIlKa IbITaeTCsl 3aTOPMO3UTh, HO HE MOXKET.
Mammna cOuBaer ero, 1 KpuctrHa BUAMT, Kak Teslo moadOpackiBaeT OT yaapa BHICOKO BBepX. OHa,
HAaKOHeEL, OCTaHABJIMBAETCS U MOYTH B MOJIHOM TEMHOTE OEXKHUT K PacCIpOCTEpPTOMY Ha 3eMJie MyK-
YKHe, YTOObl TOMOYb, HO, ellle He 100ekaB, MOHUMAET, YTO OH MepTB. PyKM ¥ HOrM M30THYTHI MOT
HEECTECTBEHHBIMHU YIVIaMHU, 110 achasIbTy pacTeKaeTcsl KpoBb. B yxkace HecuacTHas OTCTyIaeT Ha3aj,
K JIOTOpaIolieMy CBETY (pap, HO OH TaCHET, OCTABJIAS €€ B IIOJIHOW TEMHOTE.

BhesanHo KpuctiHy KTO-TO HE’KHO OOHMMAeT c3aiM 3a Ijieyd. Pa3BepHyBIIMCh, OHA BUAUT
I'epmana. Ero 1uio cokoiiHO 1, KakeTcsl, U3TydyaeT XOJIOAHbI cnadbiii cet. Wi 310 nmyHa, moka-
3aBHIasAcA u3-3a Ty4? ['epMaH OCTOPOKHO MpUBJIEKAET ee K ce0e M TOBOPUT, TaK TUXO U CIIOKOIHO,
YTO BCE CTPaxy OTCTYNAIOT NEPE] STUM T'OJIOCOM:

— 1 momory Tebe. Bee Oyner xopormo. Bee MoxHO ucripaButh. Bee MoxHO BepHYTh. TONBKO
Bepb MHe. TOJNBKO. .. JIIOOM MEHs.

Ero ymmmo Ttak OnM3KO, YyBCTBEHHBIE TI'yObI ClleTKa MPUOTKPBITBH. OHAa CMOTPUT Ha HHX
¥ He MoXeT oTBecTH r1a3. OH nenyer ee. Ero nonesnyit gonruii u rimyookuii. Kpucrina pactBopsiercst
B HEM, TaeT, Kak MOPOXXEHOE B ropsiueM YepHOM Kode 1 BHE3aITHO, OOHSB €ro 3a IIIe0, OHA YyBCTBYET
pe3kyto 0osb. OTIepHYB pyKH, JEBYIIKAa HEJOYMEHHO CMOTPUT Ha HUX. V3 MalleHbKUX PaHOK, KOTO-
PBIMH CILIOLIB ITOKPBITHI €€ JIAJIOH!, COYUTCA KpoBb. OHA NOIHMMAET I71a3a Ha [ epMaHa ¥ MOHMMAET,
YTO OH BECh MOKPBIT IIMIaMU. Ero rpyap 1 mieun CJIOBHO YChIIIaHbl OOJIBIIMMU Y€PHBIMU UIJIAMU.

— 4 3naua. I Bcerna 3Hasa, 4TO THI po3a.

Kpucruna nposaauiack B TEMHOTY U OYHYJIACh B CBOE IIOCTENN CPEAM CKOMKAHHBIX IIPOCTBIHA
u ozesa. Cepaue KOJIOTHWIOCH, TEJIO CTAJIO JIMIIKMM OT IoTa. ByIvIbHUK, CBETACh B TEMHOTE, MOKa-
3piBast 5:17 yrpa. OcTaBaThCsl B KPOBAaTH HE UMEJIO CMbIC/IA — JJEBYIIKa ObUla YBEpeHa, 4To OOJiblie
He 3acHeT. Toraa oHa 3aKIyla HOYHUK Ha MPUKPOBATHOM TymOe. B TyckyioM cBeTe Ha KOMOJE JIeB-
CTBEHHOU OEJIM3HOW CHSIIA PO3BL.

«K uyepry ux! BeiOporiy! Bce paBHO OT HUX HUKAKOW PaIoCTH, TOJIbKO KOIIMAPHBIE CHbI».
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C 3TUMU MBICJISIMU OHA MPUHSLIACH HECTIEIITHO cOOMpaThCs Ha y4ueOy B yHuBepcuteT. [logosnbiie
MOHEKUJIACh MOJ1 AYILIEM, CMbIBast OCTATKH TSIKEJIOTO CHA, TJIOTHO M O€3 CIIEIIKH M03aBTpaKaa, MoKo-
najace B mkady, NpUAMPUYUBO BHIOUPAsI, YTO HAIETh, JaKe yCIiesia MOUTPaTh ¢ KOIIKOM.

Vixe nepe]; cambIM yxo0M KpucTiHa BCoMHIMIIA O 3710CYacTHOM OyKeTe, IepeHecsia ero B Ba3e
Ha KyXHIO, OTKpbLJTa JBEpIly MOJ MOKKOH, IJie CTOSUIO MyCOPHOE BEApPO, M OOHAPYXKMIJIA, YTO OHO
3a0UTO C TOPKOM.

«E1e onyH npoIaabHblid MOJapoK OT ApTeMa.

C TpynoMm 3aBsi3aB CIIUIIIKOM TOJHBIA MYCOPHBIH MaKeT, JeBYIIKA MOHSIA, YTO HA IIBETHI Y Hee
MIPOCTO HE XBATUT PYK, a XOAUTh ABA pa3a K MyCOPOIPOBOAY M HA3a/l BPEMEHH YKe He OCTaJIOCh.

«Jla 4yT00 Bac!»

OcraBuB OyKeT Ha KyXOHHOM CTOJIe ¥ TIPUXBATUB MYCOp, OHA 3aCIelIIa TI0 CBOMM JIEJIaM.

Ha 3anatusx KpuctiHa HUKak He MOIJIa COCPEIOTOUMThCS, TIOCTOSIHHO MBICIISIMUA BO3Bpallia-
sCh K cBOeMy cHY. To BCIIOMMHasa KyTKOE JaBsilliee YyBCTBO OT MOJCTYIAIONIEH ThMBbI, TO MSATKHUE
ropstuue TyObl CBOEro MHMMOro criacutesnst. OObIYHO [ake caMble SIpKHe HOYHBIE I'Pe3bl MEPKHYT
C HACTYIUJIGHHEM yTpa, HO 3MHU30]] C MOLEeTyeM, Ka3aJioCh, IIPU CBETE JTHS CTaJ TOJBKO peaTuCTUIHEe.
Crowmio eii 4yTh OTBJIEUbCS OT JIEKLIMH, HA MHUHYTY IPEKPaTUTh MUCaTh, KAK OHA CHOBA YyBCTBOBAJIA
Jerkoe apixanue ['epmaHa Ha CBOeM JIMIIe, a 3aTEM €ro OOKHUTaIoNIe-TOPSTINi SI3BIK Y ceOsl BO PTy.
Cepnre HAYMHAIO OUTHCS YaIle U M0 BCEMY TeJIO Pa3MBajioCh MPUSITHOE YyBCTBO TOMJIEHHs. Bosb-
IIOTO TPYyZa CTOUJIO MPOTOHSATH MPOYb 3TH MBICIM U CHOBA MHCATh MPO 3apOKASHUE CTUJISI aMITUp,
€ro pa3BUTHE U 3aT€M BHITECHEHUE KJIEKTHKOM.

B cymke 3aBuGpupoBait MoOWIbHBIA. KpricTiHA yKpaJKo# JOCTata ero u mocMoTpesia Ha JIuc-
rieit. Beero ymumib coobmenue ot Hukm: «Kyna e mponana? Hajgo BeTpeTuthes».

«B 14:30 Ha Hamrem Mecte ?» — 0Ha ObICTpO HaOpasia OTBET M OTOCIIANIA. DTOT AeHb SIBHO HE ObLT
CO3JaH ISl y4eOHl.

Manenbkas nuiiepus pacrnonaraiack Henogaieky. [logpyru Bctpeyaivch B HEll IHEM TOCTie
3aHSITUN He TIEePBbIN O]l ¥ Ha3bIBAJIM MTPOCTO «HAIIMM MecToM». Korma KpuctrHa OTKphiia 1Bepb,
Huxka yxe cuaena 3a CTOIMKOM U Ipejia pyKH O YalllKy Jasl.

JleByIKa TOJIBKO ycriesia MOJONTH, KaK yCIIbIIaia;

— Tol fOKHA MHE BCe paccKaszaTh! — Mojpyra cMoTpesia Ha Hee B YIop, He MUrasi.

— Bor 310 TIOBOpOT! A THE XKE «IpUBET, IOPOryIla, Kak TaM TBOE pa3OUTOe Cepledko»? —
KpuctuHa BompocuTeIbHO MTPUTIOIHSIIA OPOBb U YJIBIOHY/IACH.

— 4 ¢ pamocThio MOrOBOPIO TTPO TBOE PAa3OMTOE CEp/lle, HO C YCJIOBUEM, UTO IMIOTOM ThI PaccKa-
JKellb MHE Bce 0 TeX IBoux u3 Oapa. M ocobenHo 00 Asekce!

«Bot oHo uTO. 3Haunt, Anekc! Hy, kT0 ObI COMHEBAJICST».

— C AnexcoM y MeHS HalipsiKeHHBIE OTHOIIICHUSI, U YXe JaBHO. Eciii Xodelb 3HaTh MOe MHe-
HUE, OH HE TOT YeJIOBEK, C KOTOPBIM CTOUT COJMKATHCS.

— C 4ero 310 TH B3s71a? Ecii KTO-TO He HpaBUTCS TeOe, 3TO eIlle He 3HAYUT, YTO OH HUKOMY
He ToHpaBuTcs. K Tomy ke Bce Mbl 3HaeM, Kakoi y TeOsi Hey)KMBUMBHIN xapaktep. C ToOO# jerye
HE TOJIaIUTh, YeM TIOJI/IUTh.

— Jlerue He moNamUTh, YeM MONAaUTh. Jlerde cXBaTWT 3a TPyAKH, YeM pa3OMpaTrhcs, YTO
K 4emy... — 3alyMunBO MpoTsaHyaa Kpucruna.

— Tsl 0 yem? — 3anHTEepecoBaniach Huka. — Mesx/1y BaMu 9TO-TO TIOAOOHOE IMPOU3OIILIO?

— Jla mgeno-to mpoiuioe, — B30XHY/a JeBylIka. — K ToMy e, Mbl 00€ TIOHUMaeM, 4TO BCeMy
BUHOW «MOW HEYKMBUYMBBII XapakTep» !

— O#i, Bce! Ilepecrann!

Huka tearpanbHo 3akaTuiia 1iasa.

— A ecTb Kakasi-TO CyIIeCTBeHHas MPUYMHA, YTOOB MHE He IMOAKaThiBaTh K Hemy? ['oBopu
ceiyac Wi yMOJIKHU HaBeKH !
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— INoxanyii, ectb onHa AeTaab. OH 0YeHb Hepa3OOPUMB 1 OECTIOPSAOUECH B CBA3SX, KaK S CIIbI-
masia, — Kpucrtuna Beigaia cCBOM IJ1aBHBINA KO3IPb.

Korpa-to naBHo I'epman nmapy pa3s oroBapuBajiCs Ha 3Ty TeMy, X OHa 3anioMHuIa. [To menkum
JeTaisiM, OOpbIBKaM Pa3roBOPOB OHA MOHSIIA, UTO AJIEKC «ITOpXaeT C I[BETKA Ha IIBETOK», HA HAa KOM
He TUIAHUPYsI OCTaHABJIMBaTh CBOM BBIOOD. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe, HaloNro.

— HepazbopuuB u GecriopsiioueH, ropopuiis? ... [Toxkanyii, MHE 9TO TOIBKO Ha pyKy, — Huka
XUTPO YJIBIOHYJACh. — 3HAYUT, JIOMYCK K Tely MOMY4UTh OyJeT HECTIOXKHO, a TaM yXke, KaK MOueT.
Bo3moxHO, MHE camMoii He 3aX04eTcsl MPOIoIKaTh. 3HACIh Bellb, Kak ObIBAeT. ..

Hacrana ouepenp Kpuctunbl 3akatsIBath r71a3a:

— Oii, He 3HaI0 U 3HaTh He xouy. [Toxoxe, pereHre yxe NpuHATO, U MHE TeOs1 He pa3yOequTh.

— INoxanyi, 9TO TakK.

— Torga mpocto pacckaxku MHe, Kak MPOJOKUJICSA Beuep rociie Moero yxoma. Uro xe Tam
TaKOro MPOU3OIILIO, YTO 51, HE YCIIEB CECThb, YXKe CIIBIITY «AJieKe, Anekc, Aeke»?

B st0 Bpems nogocriena odunmanTka. Kpuctuna caenana 3akas, mocie 4ero mpuroToBUIach
CITyIIaTh.

— YecTHO roBOPS1, MBI HE JIOJITO CUJIEJIH TTOCJIE TOTO, KaK Thl yexaia, — cka3aia Huka. — U kcrary,
C Yero 3TO BJPYT Thl TAK COPBAJIACh?

— He xotena, 4ToObI MHE YUTAIM HOTAIIMU U CHITIAJIA OOBUHEHHSIMHU.

— 3to Hacuer Aprema? Yro-To mioxoe, Aa? Ho torna ['epman mpas.

— YMmeenb Tl OAOOIPUTH, — KPUBO YCMEXHYNIACh JAEBYIIKA. — 3Haelllb, UHOT/A OT TOTO, YTO
KTO-TO IPaB, JIerye He CTAHOBUTCHI.

Huka TospKo noxana ruieyamu.

— Emy To%e, cyns o Bcemy, OT TBOETO yXofa CTajo napmuBo. OTKpOBEHHO roBOpsi, OAPYTa,
ThI HECJ1a00 HaM TOATaAnjIa CBOMM BHE3AITHBIM OETCTBOM.

— 310 erie noyemy?

—Korpa o1 ynuta, I'epman k Ham 3a ctoin Oosibiiie He BepHyJIcs. OH cHavasia MoJTda I Ha Oape,
a MOTOM, JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO, M BOBCE COOPAJICS YXOIWTh.

— A, sicHo. U oboxaemoro Asiekca 3abpait ¢ coOor, 1a? — KpucTrHa eXumaHo YIIBIOHYIACh,
KaKeTcsl, JOraibIBasiCh O CBOEU «BUHE» Tepe/] MOIPYTOi.

Ho otBet ObU1 HEOKMJAHHBIM U COBEPILIEHHO COMJI €€ C TOJIKY.

— Her. Aniekc BooO111e-To yexai cpasy 3a To60i. [ToMHuIIb, KOrga Tl COpBasiach, Kak HEHOP-
MaJlbHas1, ¥ TIOMYAJIach K BBIXOY, OHM 00a Bellb pBaHy M crieoM. Bepree, cHayana ['epman, a yxe
3a HUM Anekc. Kcraty, oHn He JTI000BHUKHM YyacoM?

— Her, onn 6parps. danbine, — Kpuctuna ciyiiana BHUMATEIbHO KaXJ0€ CJIOBO M CMOTpea
Ha paccKa3uuily, He OTPHIBASICh.

— Bbparpa?

— Pacckaxu 10 KOHIIA.

— a, tak BoT. Hazan B 6ap BepHyJcs Tobpko ['epman. OmuH. [TorpycTtiin HeMHOTO, B3sUT TBOM
HoMep TesiedpoHa U yien, — Huka TOCKJIMBO B3IVIsTHY/Ia B OKHO U OTIIMJIA U3 CBOEH KPYXKKH.

— W b1 mana emy Mot Homep?! — oT Bo3mymieHus: KpuctrHa axe ciierka nojgasach Brepes.

OpnHako, nozipyra ObljTa CIIOKOMHA U HEBO3MYTHMA!

— Ma, a uro, He Hajo ObU10? CTpaHHbIe y TeOs APY3bsi IETCTBA, KOTOPHIM HENb3sl JaBaTh TBON
tesiecpoH. Tel UM AeHer nomkHa?

— KoneuHno, Her. [IpocTo He cTouso Tak Jenarh, — KpuctuHa B3sia ceds B pyKHU.

— [ouemy?

— YTOoOHI MPOILJIOE OCTATIOCH B MTPOIILJIOM.

— Tel mobuna ero? — Huka B3mIsiHy 1A i B 1J1a3a Tak MPSIMO U OTKPBITO, YTO BPaTh ObLIO Oec-
CMBICJICHHO.

— CJI0)HO cKa3arh Ternepb TOYHO. ... He 3HalO.
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— A oH Tebs?

— Jla. omkHo ObiTh. HO 3TO OBLIO JaBHO.

— 910 He ObUIO JaBHO. f Tymaro, 3TO JUIUTCS A0 CUX IOpP, — JIMIIO TOAPYTH OBUIO TIPEIeTbHO
CEPbE3HBIM.

— HeBo3moxHo. OH mpocTo mprexan MeHs1 nopooapuTh. Vnm oOBUHUTH B TOM, YTO OBLUIO,
U YCTPOUTH MHE clieHY. OT Hero BCero MOXHO OXUATh.

— Bl Besib He ObuTH BMecTe, Tak? Thl cama cKasajia, 4To Bbl He paccTaBavch. VI3 aToro cremyer,
YTO BBl M HE BCTPEYAJINCh, KaK MapeHb u aeBymka. Ho oH xoten, tak? — Huka 6ypaBuna Kpuctuny
B3IJISIIOM, TIOXOKUM Ha PEHTTEH.

— CoXHO cKa3aTh, Yero KOHKPETHO OH XOTesl. Mbl Bcero pa3 ropopuir 06 3tom. CIoBO
«BCTpeyaThCsi» TaM He (hUrypupoBaio.

— JlagHo, He Xxouellb TOBOpUTh — He ToBopu. Ho mbiciab TakoBa. KTo-To oueHb Hermymnbiid
OTHAK[IbI CKa3aJl, UTO JIOJIBIIIEe BCETO XKUBET HEMPOXKUTAs TIOOOBb. YyBCTBO, KOTOPOMY HE JaJIU pa3-
BUTKCS U TIEPETOPETh.

— Ha 4r0 310 TH HaMeKaellb?

— 41 HameKkalo Ha TO, YTO HUYEro B HEM K TeOe He M3MEHUJIOCh CHJIBHO C TeX TOp, KaK BbI
IO HESICHOM MHE TIpUYHMHE paccTaiuch. U s He Moryia He 1aTh eMy TBOW HoMep. Thl yk cama pa3ou-
paiicst Tenepb. DTO Thl YTO-TO TAKOE O HEM 3Haelllb, U3-3a Yero CUYUTAelllb er0 He TEM UYEJIOBEKOM.
Tebe u pemars, Kak ObITh. Ho 51 He Moria B35Th 3TO Ha ceOsl, BU/IS, KaK OH CMOTPHT Ha TeOsl, Kak
3aTeM MoJT4a IbeT y OGapHoi ctoiku. K Tomy ke, KTo uIleT, TOT Bceraa Haiaer. He yepe3 MeHs, Tak
Yyepe3 KOro-To ele OH BCe PaBHO BhIIeN Obl Ha TeOsl. Benp, Kak s TIOHsJIA, OH He 3HAJI HABepHSIKA,
rae Thl Oyaens Tem Bedepom. U Bee xe. ..

— U Bce xe oH MeHs1 oThicKall. .. Tol mpaBa. KTo uinet, ToT Bceraa Haijier.

Kpucrune 3axotenoch MoOBITh OMHON M XOpOIIEHBbKO Bce oOmymath. Ho Huka Hesamemmm-
TEJILHO KOE O YeM €l HallOMHUJIA:

— A Tenepb mepeiiieM K NMpusTHON 4vactu. Pacckaxku mHe Bce 00 Asekce. ['oBopwiib, OHU
Opatbsi?

Onu neiicTBUTENIbHO ObUTH OpaThsiMu. KpucTHa cHTIIach PUITIOMHUTD: ABOIOPOAHBIMH HJTH
TporoponHbsMU? Aniekc ponuiics B Poccun u 3Basics norpocry Caitieil, a TOTOM ero ceMbs repeexasa
B [llTatel. Korga emy ObUIO JIET ABEHAATH-TPUHAALIAT, OH OCTaJICs cupoToi. OTel 1 MaTh MOrHOH
NPy TIOKape B COOCTBEHHOM JIOMe. DKCIEPThl YCTAHOBUJIM, YTO BO3TOPAaHKUE BO3HUKJIO U3-32 HETO-
TYXIIUX yIJIed B KaMUHE. AJIEKC B 9TOT MOMEHT ObLIT B TOCTSIX y ceMbH | epMana. Manbunku ¢ 1eTcTBa
XOPOIIIO Jiaauu, Anekcanap muaie Bcero Ha rojl. [locne Tparenuu otenr 'epmana opopmut oreky
HaJl HUM, ¥ JAJTBIIIE JIETHU POCTIH B OIHOM ceMbe. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO ceMeiiHbIl OM3HEC B AaTbHEH-
I1IeM JIOJKeH ObLT BO3MIaBUTh ['epMaH, Anlekc HA B 4eM He Hyxkjaiics. OH ObICTpO N30pasl MO3UIIHIO
BEPHOT0 MJIAJIIIErO TIOMOIITHUKA U TIpaBoy pyku ['epmaHa, He MbITasich KOHKYPUPOBATh C BIACTHBIM
Y Xapu3MaTHYHbIM OpaToMm.

— OH npeaH UHTEpECaM CBOEH ceMbH, Kak riec. OIMH CBUCTOK, U OH OEKUT CO BCEX HOT UCTION-
HSATH MOPyYeHUE. DTO U CeMbsI, M padoTa, 51 TaK IOHUMAIO, — oAbToXMWIa KpucruHa.

— IoBepHYTHI, HO MONOKUTEbHBIN. Al JTaliK UT!

— He oGosnbiaiicsi. Y Hero 1ypHOM U BCIIBUILUMBBIN XapakTtep. Eciii xouers 3HaTh Moe MHEHHE,
eMy He MOBpeJIN Obl KypChI TI0 YIIPABJIEHUIO THEBOM.

— O, 6oxe, Kakol MyKJHHa !

— V¥ nero 6b110 OYEHD MHOTO IeByIIieK, HO MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY OH OCTaeTCsl BEPEH TOJBbKO CEMbe
1 OpaTy, — B XOJ1 IIIJIO BCE, HO UTOT ObUT MPEKHUM.

— Her, He nepeybeauina, — Huka mmpoko u XUTPO YIIeIOAIach.

— Hy, kak 3naemp, neno TBoe. [ToToM He 11aubcsi MHE.

— Ecnm 6 6pu10, Ha uT0. Korma I'epman TeGe MO3BOHUT. ...
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— He «korma», a «ecnu», — nonpasuia Kpuctuna moapyry, HO Ta Jlaxe IJla3oM He MOPrHYJa
Y OTBETHJIA:

— He cmenm. OH mo3Bonut. Tak BOT, KOrga 3To cilydyutcs, He 3a0yap cBoio OenHyio Huky
1 nionpocu Homep Aunekca ist MeHs. JlagHo?

CnopuTs 66110 6eccmbicienHO. Eciin Huke KTo-To HpaBHJICS, OHA IIJ1a IO KOHIIA ¥ ObUIa peliu-
TesbHa. HuubK coBeTH He MOIIM ee COMTh ¢ HAMEUYEeHHOro Kypca. MoXeT, TOTOMY TOKa HH OIHU
ee YyBCTBa He XKWJIY Jonblie nonyrofa? [loroMy 4To oHM Bce ObUIM MPOXUTHI €10 0 KOHIIA, Yero Obl
3TO HU CTOUJIO?

Ho B 310T pa3 Kpuctuna He nacT el HacTynuTh Ha crapsie rpadiu. TonbKo 3aiiieT oHa ¢ Apyroro
koH1a. Jla, yx syurre 661 ['epman no3Bonmi. Y KpuctuHsl Obuia K HEeMy BakHasI IPOCh0a.

3a pa3roBopom Bpems mposietesio OpicTpo. [Topa Ot GexaTh Ha padoTy.

JleByIIKe cTajo HEeMHOTO Jierde rocie 3Tou 6ecesl ¢ Hukoid. TSrocTHoe omyIneHre oT cHa pas-
BesIJIOCh, CTOMJIO TTOAGIUTHCS YaCThI0 CBOMX BOCTIOMUHAHHNA. A MOXET ObITh, €i IIPOCTO MOJIbCTHIA
noragka Huku o Tom, uto ee moosT. [IpusiTHO ObLIIO CO3HABATD, YTO KTO-TO HECET STO UyBCTBO CKBO3b
rofibl, He 3a0bIBasi M He npeaaBast. Y 3HauuT, y Halero Mupa eie ObUI IaHC, U OH eIlle He HACKBO3b
TIPOTHMJL.

Kcrartu, cKosbKO MpoIIuio ¢ Toro MOMeHTa, Kak oHu ¢ ['epmaHom nipekpatiii oomarbesi? Yy Th
OOJIbIIIe YETHIPEX JIET, a KaXkKeTcsl, YTO BeUHOCTh. OH Oy/ATO MpHIIeN U3 ee MPOoILIon ku3Hu. Hesepo-
SITHOM, 3aKOoHuMBIIeNcs. Ku3Hu, s kotoport Kpucrtuna ymepna. A ox Bbukui. M Bockpec?

Bechb ocraTtok [HS, POBEIEHHBIN B apxUTEKTypHOM O10po, KprcTrHa He Moria otnenarbes
ot MbIcieit o ['epmane u BociomuHanuil. Cyjsl HaJ| TUIaHAMU STaxKel, BBIIOJTH SIS MEJIKYIO U JOBOJILHO
HYJIHYI0 paboTy, OHa TO M JIeJI0 3aMUpaJja, Morpyxasch rimyooko B ceOsi. To BHOBb B CBOH COH, /e
OHA B €ro OOBATHSIX MOKOPHO JILHET I'yO0amMH K ero MaHSIMM I'ydam, TO B TMOCJEeTHIE TOAbl yueObl
B IIIKOJIE, KOT/Ia OH CTaJl el OJIMKe U TOPOKe BCEX B LIEJIOM MHpE.

Ho notom oHa BcomuHana, Kak Bce KOoHUMIOCh. Cyap0a pasBena WX, Ka3ajloch, HaBCEr/a,
u Kpucruna, norsiakaB HEeMHOTO, BOCIPHHSIIA STOT OPSJIOK Belllei, KaK BEPHBIA U CITPABEIUBBII.
A TI'epman?

Ounysimchk oT pasaymuid, Kprctuna mocmotpena Ha BpeMms. Eme nmsTHagnat MUHYT,
¥ MOXHO exaTb JoMoil. [71y00Ko morpykeHHasi B CBOM MBICJM U BOCIIOMUHAHM S, 32 9TU HECKOJIBKO
pabourx 4acoB OHA TOYTH HUYETO He ycresa chaearh. VieabHblil CTYJeHT U paOOTHUK HE IOKEH
MMETh CepAla.

[NoTonkaBmIKCh B BeUEPHHUX MPOOKAX 4yTh AOJIbIIIE OOBIYHOTO, OHA Mobexana K qomy. [lapan-
Has BCTPETWIAa ee MPHUBBIYHBIM TYJIKUM 3XoM. [lopbIBIIMCh B cyMKe, KpucTuHa Hamuia Kiouw,
HO 3amMepJia C HUMH B pyKe, YBUIIEB Y CBOEH JBepH KOe-4To HeoObruHOe. Bosbinas Kop3uHa OyeqHo-
PO30BBIX TIOJNBITAHOB JIBIIIAIA CBEKECTHIO.

Cpenu XpynKHX COLBETUI BUIHENACh 3amucKa. [leBylka pa3BepHy/a ee, 0Kuaas MpouecThb
odepeHyio MoJIbOy ApTeMa O POILIEHUH, HO BMECTO 3TOr0 OOHApYKUJIa 1yXKOW, POBHBIN M pa3ma-
HIUCTBINA TTOYEPK:

«Hpocmu MEHA 3d Mo, Umo nivl yuia»

VrpiOka cama pacron3iach 1o juity. Eil cTomio u3BUHUTBCS 3a cBoH noder u3 Oapa. Vi Boc-
TOJTb30BaThCsI ITUM IIAHCOM U «ITPOCTUTh» ['epmana? Kakas pasauna?! Xopoiro Obl, YTOOB OH TIPO-
CTO TIO3BOHMJL.

Cups 3a HoyTOyKOM, KprctuHa To 1 neno nocMarpuBasia Ha TesnedoH. Best kBapTupa Omaro-
yXaJia [IBEeTOYHBIMH apoMaTtamu. Hukorna ere y Hee He ObUIO IOMa CTOJIBKO IIBETOB.

«Hamo xe! Oka3biBaeTcsl, CTOMT OCTaThCS OJIHOM, KaK TeOe HAYMHAIOT JapuTh OyKeThl. Beerna
AyMalia, 4TO HaJIM4ue MYKYMHBI O3HAYAeT HAJIMIKE I[BETOB, a HE HA00OPOT».
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Po3bI OHa Tak 1 ocTaBWIIa Ha KyXHE, 2 BOT MECTO B CrajlbHe Ha KOMOJIE JOCTAJIOCh TIOJIbITAHAM.
JleByIiIka Ha/ies1ach, YTO TAKME HEKHBIE IIBETHI HE IPUHECYT C COOOM JyPHBIX CHOBHJICHUH, KaK 3TO
cHesad UX KOMIoYKe MpeIIleCTBeHHUKY.

Bpunga Toke oOlLeHMIAa BCIO TMpPENeCTh HOBBIX I[BETOB CO CBEKUMH XPYNKUMH JIACTBSIMU
U Ccpasy Xke MOIBITATach UX 00XKEBATh.

— bpoice! He cveit! Jaxe u He gymail. ViayM Ha KyXHIO M €lIb 9TU YEPTOBBI PO3bI !

B Tummmne kBapTupbl pasgaics TenedOHHbI 3BOHOK. KpuctuHa ¢ HajexIoi mocMmoTtpena
Ha 9KpaH MOOWJILHOTO.

— A, 3TO THI. ..

Omna B310XHYNMa U OTOMIA 3BOHOK Aprema. OH MO3BOHMII ellle pa3, HO OHa CHOBAa Hakaja
Ha cOpoc. 3aTeM KBapTHpa BHOBb IOrPY3WIACh B TUIIMHY.

«CeromHs kK aaTh OECMONIE3HO, HABEPHOE».

JleBy1ika yxe coOMpaach BHKTIOUUTD Tee(OH, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH CHOBa 3a3BoHMI. Homep
ObLT HE3HAKOMBIM.

— Anno?

— Ilpuser. Tak Tl npocTHILIL MEHS?

OHa cpa3y y3HaJia roJoc.

—3a 1o, uTO A yua?

Haxe He Buas ero juia, KpricThHa MovyBCTBOBaNA, Kak ero ryobl pacTsSHYJIMCh B YJIBIOKE.

«He nymaii o ero ry6ax. 1o mpocto coH. Hudero Gosnbiie».

— Eme s1 Mory M3BMHUTBCS 32 BCIO Ty TMPaBLy O TBOEM OBIBIIIEM MapHe, KOTOPYIO CKa3al H Ty,
KOTOPYIO HE YCIIeJI CKa3aTb.

— Ja Te1 npocTo MacTep u3BMHeHUi! ToNbKO MoYeMy U3BUHSEIILCS Thl, @ CTHIIHO MHE?

— Hagepnoe, motomMy, 4to 310 {1 y’KacHO BUHOBAT, — OH TUXO 3aCMESICA MSATKUM OapXaTUCThIM
CMEXOM.

— IIpekpaTu UrpaTb CO MHOM B 3Ty UI'PY, — OHA CACPKMBAJIA MATKYIO YJIBIOKY.

— $1 urpaio ¢ TOOO¥ TONBKO B T€ UTPbl, KOTOPBIE TeOe HPABATCS, TOMHUIIIb?

Kpuctuna momvana. Koneuno, ona momumna. OH Bceraa BO BCeM €l MOTAKas, MPsIMO Kak
MaJsieHbKOH. PaHble. ..

— Urak, — ero MArkuii, TAry4uii rojioc Npepsaj TUIIUHY.

— Wrak...? — oxugaoie nmoBTOpuia OHa.

— 41 Xouy npuriacuTh Te0s1 MOyKUHATH KyAa-HUOYAb. TONBKO ThI, sl ¥ OOJIbIIIE HUKOTO C HAMU.
VY MeHs K TeOe eCTh BaXKHBIN pa3roBop.

— ¥V MeHs k TeGe Toxke ecTb pa3roBop, Kcratu. Y 1eso 10BOIbHO CPOYHOE.

— Ciymato 1eds1, — yyacTiamBo oto3Bavics ['epman.

— Ckaxu AJiekcy, yToObl He PUOIIKAJICS HU K KOMY M3 MOMX TOZIPYT.

— A mouemy Thl cama emy 00 3TOM He cKazasia?

IToBucina nay3sa, 3aTeM JieByIIKa OTBETUIIA:

— Jla Kak-To. .. BOBMOXHOCTb HE TPe/ICTABUIAC.

— Hy, KoHeuHO, — moc/ibIaics KOPOTKUI CMEIIOK. — XOpollo, s riepeaam emy. Tak Kak HacueT
ykuHa?

— YkuHa IBYX CTapblX JIpy3eil? — OHa 3ayMasach JMIIb HA MTHOBeHHe. — Xopouio. Korna?

— JIpy3eii... — 9XOM [OBTOPUJI OH.

3aTeM [IeByIIIKa BHOBD YCIIbIIIATa TUXUM CMEX Ha JIPyroM KoHlle. B roioBe mpoHecoch:

«O60xato, korga oH cmeetcs. Ero cmex moxox Ha KOHbsIK. QOXHTarone OOUIHbINA 1 TEPIKUH,
HO OCTaBJISIIOIIMI 1TocIIe ce0s1 MPUATHOE YyBCTBO TeIIOThl. OH onbsiHseT. VI TOro, KTO ero CIbIIINT, U,
MOXOXKe, ero caMoro. JJomKHO ObITh, KOT/Ia OH CMEETCs], TO JaKe UyBCTBYET BO PTY KOHbSIUHBIA BKYC.

— ¥V T1e0s1 BO pTy HET IPUBKYCa KOHbsIKA ceiyac?

I'epman nmomensni, 3aTeM OTBETUJT:
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— Her. Ecim 4ectHO, ecTh NpUBKYC KOe-4ero apyroro. Toxke Kpemnkoro, HO 3T0 He KOHBSK.
U teGe syuiie He 3HaTh O TOM, YTO 3TO Takoe. Tak MbI OYKMHAEM 3aBTpa’?

— 3aBTpa s He Mory. Byny 3aHsTa Ha padorte. Karacrpoduuecku He ycrieBaio caaTh YepTeku
B CPOK.

— 310, MpaB/a, Tak BaXHO?

— 3BYUHT, KaK BOIIPOC C TIOIBOXOM.

— OTBeTh € NMOABOXOM, — CIIOKOMHO TIpeyiokui ['epmaH.

KpuctuHa yyBCcTBOBajIa, YTO OH MPOTUB BOJIM BOBJICKAET €€ B OUEPEAHYI0 «UTPY B CIIOBa»,
KOTOPYIO paHbIIle OHU 002 OUCHb JTIOOVIIH.

— Tak, mpekparu cBou IIyTKU. S cka3ana, 3aBTpa He cMory. M He HactamBaii, moxanyicra, —
«1 HE CHHCh MHE OOJTBIIIE».

— He mory. 910 He B MOel BJIaCTH.

— HacrauBatb — 3T0 He B TBOei Biactu?!

OH npoMoyalt, 3aTeM CIPOCHIL:

— Tak 3HauuT, nocnezasrpa? B cpeny?

— Xoporo. B cpeay Tam ke B Bocemb Beuepa. YCTpouT?

— A He X0Yelllb CXO/IUTh B KAaKOW-HUOYIb pecTopaH? MHe roBOprIM, TaM HeJlaIekO OTKPBLIOCH
OYEHb IPUITMYHOE MECTO.

— Her, He xouy. Tak mbl foroBopuimck? — cipocuia Kpucruna.

Herpomxkwuii B310X.

— JoroBopunuck. [IpUATHBIX CHOB.

— U Tebe.

Omna cpazy ke ycnblana ryaku. Kazanock, OH Mojoxui Tpyoky, aaxe He fgociuymiaB. Huka
SIBHO OoIMOasiach Ha ero cueT. ['epmaH BOBce He Ka3aJicsl HECYaCTHBIM BITIOOJICHHBIM, N3HBIBAOIIIAM
OT pa3/lyKu U HeMuIocTu. HacMenMBhIi, yBepeHHBIH B ceOe, OH, BUAUMO, IIPOCTO XOTEJI CHOBA YBU-
JeTh ee, Hy, MOXeT ObITh, UyTh-UyTh OTOMCTHUTb, YKOJIOB Mapy pa3 oOMAHBIMU TogHaukaMu. Hasep-
Hoe, KpuctrHa 310 1axe 3acimyxuia.

«U ugto xe teneps? He uaru? — 3agymanace oHa. — Ait, k uepty! Ilycts nenaer, uyto Xouer,
TOBOPHT, 4TO B3aymaercs! KoHeuHo, BpeMst MeHseT JIioiel, HO €CJIM OHO U3MEHWJIO €ro, TO U MeHs
ToXke. 51 yXe He MKOJIBbHUIIA, YTOOBI 3aJIMBATHCS CIIe3aMH M3-3a YbHX-TO U3AEBOK. [1ycTh KypaxuTcs,
a s MPOCTO TIO3BOJIO ceOe XOPOIIEHBKO MOYKMHATD 32 UyKou cueT. M Oygem B pacuere».

[MomymaB Tak, oHa, HAKOHEII, BHIKJIIOUMIIA TeleoH U yke coOupanach UATH CIaTh, HO BCTIOM-
HWIa Koe 0 yeM. KpucTtruHa BcTana, B3sla ¢ KOMOJA Ba3y C TIONbIIAHAMY U BBIHECIIA €€ Ha KYXHIO.
[MoGnuke K HEHABUCTHBIM PO3aM U TIOJAJIbIIE OT ceOsl.
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I'nasa 7

JleTHue KaHMKYJIBI HE 3aJaJIMCh ¢ caMoro Hadasia. COTHEUHbIX JHEW BblJaIoch Maslo. Bee vare
He0O XMypHWJIOCh, U CTOsUIa yKacHasi JyXoTa, Kak mepes rpo3od. Ho rposa HUKak He Mpuxomuia,
1 OKMJAHUE €€ Ka3aJloCh HEBBIHOCUMBIM. KoHel uiosis, Korja XopoIo ObL10 Obl TOHEKUTHCS HA COJI-
HBILLIKE Y 03€pa, BBIAAJICA KAKUM-TO MYTOPHBIM, O€3BETPEHHBIM, THETYILUM.

Kpucruna xpana rpossl. Ilouru tak xe, kak Bcrpeuu ¢ ['epmaHom.

C TOro nepBoro 3B0OHKA Ha HOBOTOJAHMX KaHMKYJIAX €€ HOBBIM JAPYT CTaJl 3BOHUTH PETYJISPHO.
Oy nofonry BeyepaMu OONTaIM O BCSKOW epyHIe, HO BUAGIUCH HedacTo. BepHee Bcero omHax bl
C MOMEHTA «Ie€POUYECKOT0 CIACeHHUs1» JEBYIIKH OT IANKKM pa30yIIeBaBIIMXCsl MOJIOHKOB.

70 OBUIO B KOHIIE arpesis, B ee IeHb pokIeHus. KprucTiHa xoTena mpoBecT! Mpa3AHKK OfIHa,
HO POAWTENH MPEATNIOWIH, YTOOB OHA TPHITIACKIA KOro-HUOYIbh U TIOBECEIMIIACh B «KPYTY ApYy3ei».
OueHb HeJIerko 3TO CHeNaTh, €CIH Apy3ei y Te0st 0co00 HET, a TOT eJUHCTBEHHbIN YeI0BEK, KOTOPBIH
Tee JOpor ¥ KOTOPOMY Thl He Oe3pa3iMyHa, HAXOAUTCS JaJIeKO-aJIeKO U BEYHO YEM-TO 3aHST.

Mawma HacTosiia Ha TOM, YTOOBI €€ TOCTSIMU OBUTH JIBE€ TUXUX CKPOMHBIX JIEBOUKHU-OMM3HSIKH
13 NIAPaJUIENILHOTO KJIacca — I0YEPU MaMMHOM 3HAKOMOU — Y TPY OJJHOKJIACCHULIBI, BPEMSI OT BpEMEHU
3aXOJIMBIIME K HUM B TOCTH, YTOOBI TOMTPOCUTH Y KPHUCTHHBI MOMOIIY € TOMAIIHIM 33/IaHUEM.

Ponutenmn 060 BceM 103a00THIINCH, YKPACHIIA JJOM, HAKPBUIM CTOJ, JJaKe 3aKa3ayii OOJBIION
TOPT B mekapHe. Ero HoykHBl ObLTM MpUBE3TH OMMKe K KOHIYY MpasfHHMKA, YTOObl MMEHMHHHIA
TOPKECTBEHHO 3aJ1y/Ia CEMHA/LATh CBEYEH. Yke ceMHaauarh! Jta MbICIb HUKAaK HE YKJIaJblBaJlach
B rosioBe. CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO — KOIJIa CTAHOBUILILCSA HA T'OJ CTAPILIE — PAAOCTHOE U NEYAIBHOE OIHO-
BPEMEHHO.

B TOT neHp roctm yxke coOpanuch, a pOXUTENH, MPUXBATHB Miaauiero Opara KpuctuHsl
Muiiky, yexajau K poICTBEHHUKaM M JOJDKHbBI ObUIM IPOBECTH TaM Bce MaiicKue Mpa3gHUKU. oM
C IIPUXOJOM IIPUIVIAIIEHHBIX JEBYILEK HAITOJHWICS CyeTOM, IlyTKaMy U romoHoM. Ho ka3zanock, 4ro
K BUHOBHUIIE TOP/KECTBAa BCE 9TO HE MMEJIO HM Majeiiero otHouleHus. OHa yyBCTBOBaja cebs
HEHY)KHOI Ha COOCTBEHHOM Tpa3/IHUKeE. [IeBYIIKM 3a CTOJIOM TO U /IEJIO BECEJIO CMESUTUCh, 00CYKIast
LIKOJIBHBIE JI€J1a, IPEACTOSAIINE 9K3aMEHBI B KOHILIE TO/1a Y, KOHEYHO XK€, MaJIbYUKOB.

Kpuctuna kuBana, ciymasi MX KpaeM yxa, W JIEHMBO KOBBIpsUIa BMJIKOM cajnaTr y cebs
Ha TapeJKe, Kak BIPYT B IBEPb [TO3BOHWIIN.

— 4 oTkporo.

HukTo He 0OpaTusI BHUMaHUs Ha ee CJI0Ba, U OHA C PaJJOCThI0 IOKMHYJIA TOCTEeH, KOTOPbIM U TaK
ObLIIO BeceJIo.

B n1BepHO¥ IM1a30K HUKOTO He ObLJIO BUIHO.

— Kro tam?

TummmnHa. Mu oHa He ychblaa u3-3a My3bIKH, UTPAIoLIe B O0JIbIION KOMHaTe?

«Yro 3a mytkn?» — KprcTrHa ycrajio B3I0XHY/Ia M OTKPbUIA 3aILEJIKY.

Ha nopore ee noma crosut ['epman.

[Tapy cexyHnn neByIka CMOTpea Ha HEro, HIMPOKO PaclaxHyB IVIa3a, a 3aTeM 3akaJja JaJOHAMU
POT, 4TOOBI HE 3aKpUYaTh OT PAAOCTH. BbICOKMIA, ¢ OJIECTAIMMM HA COJIHIIE T'YCTBIMU KaIlITAHOBBIMU
BOJIOCAMM U B TEMHBIX OUYKaX, OH Ka3aJICsl IPOCTO MPEKPACHBIM BUIEHUEM.

— [purnacummb MeHs B 1oM? — TapeHb BKPATIMBO YIIBIOHYJICS YTOIKaMu ryo.

— Ou, na-y1a, KOHEYHO, Mpoxoau, — KpucruHa ere He onpasuiach OT IIOKa ITPYU BUJE HEXIaH-
HOTO, HO CaMoTr0 KeJIaHHOTO rocts. — [oiinem, st Mo3HAKOMITIO TeOsI KOe C KeM, H... XOUelllb CTh?

CuactimBas, pacTepssHHas ¥ Takasi IIylnasi, OHa IIPOCTO He 3HaJla, 4TO CKa3arh. [IeByllika coTHI
pa3 mpecTaBIsIa UX BCTpedy, TOTOBHJIACh, MOIOMpaia CJIoBa, HO Tereph Bce OYATO BBHIBETPHIIOCH
y HEE U3 TOJIOBBI.
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— Her, Huuero He HyxHO. $1 OyKBaJbHO Ha Tapy MUHYT. [IpocTo X0Ten no3apaBuTh TeOs IMYHO
Y TIOAPHTh. .. — OH JJOCTAJI M3-32 CIIMHBI YUEPHBIIA KBAIPATHBIN (DY TIISIP C cepeOPUCTHIM OAHTOM U MTPO-
TSAHYJI €i, — BOT 3TO.

INoka oHa OTKpbIBajia CBOM MOAAPOK, ['€pMaH CHSUT OYKH M HEJIOBKO KPYTHJI MX B pyKax.

«Heyxenu oH BOJHYyeTCs, 9YTO MHE MOXKET He TIOHPaBUTHCS TO, YTO OH BBIOpAJT 711 MEHSI ?» —
3Ta MBICJb Ka3asiach Kpuctune 3a6aBHOM. OH yKe caenas el JIydInii ofiapok U3 BCeX BO3MOKHBIX —
Mpuexai caMm.

B ¢yTspe Ha MOTOUHO-0€I101 aTIacHOW MOAKJIAIKE Jiekasia cepeOpsiHasi eTovKa U MojIBECKa
B (popMme 3men, Kycaroleit CoOOCTBEHHBIH XBOCT. 3e/ieHble KAMHH, BCTABJIEHHbIE BMECTO I71a3, MepIaJIH
OT COJTHEYHOT'O CBETA, TIAJIaBIIIETr0 U3 OKOH M OTKPBITOTO ITpoeMa JiBepy. [loHauary MMEHUHHUIIA Jake
HE Hallula CJIOB, YTOOBI BBIPA3UTh CBOKM BOCTOPT, M IIPOCTO BOCXHUIIIEHHO MOTYAIa.

— Hpasurca?

—I'epman... 3710... Tak KpacuBo! BojpIoe cnacindo, HO He CTOWIIO TaK TPATUTHCS, — OHA BCE
ere OblTa pacTepsiHa. — A 4TO 3TO 3a 3HAK?

— OauH U3 cUMBOJIOB BeYHOCTH. U 51 He Tpatmiics. 1o (paMuibHAs PETMKBUS HALEW CEMbU
¥ OYeHb JI0porasi MHE Belllb, HO 51 XO4Yy, YTOOBI OHA CTajla TBOEH.

— ®amunbHas aparoueHHOCTh? — KpucTrHa OKpymiwia riasa, a 3aTeM MpOTSHY/Ia MOJapOK
oOparHo. — Hy uto TeI?! §I HEe MOry 310 IpUHSATD!

OH yneIOHYIICS.

— Ortka3 He npuHUMaeTcs. f yxe Bce perml.

JleByIiIKa He 3HaJsIa, YTO OTBETHTh, TOTOMY CHOBA ITPUIJIACKJIA €T0 K CTONY, HO OH OIATh OTKA-
3aJcA:

— He mory, MHe yxe ropa exarb.

Kpuctuna onemmia.

— 4 mymana, Tel HeMHOTO MOOYJEIIb CO MHOU. XOTs1 Obl YaCHK, — OHAa YMOJISIIOIIE TTOCMOTpea
eMy B I1a3a, Ha/IesICh, YTO 3TO €r0 pazKaJoOuT.

—IMpoctu. 4 xoten 6b1, HO He Mory, paBaa. OdeIa, YTo B CJASAYIONIHIA pa3 s IPUeTy XOTs Obl
Ha JeHb, uaer?

Ona MoTya cMOTpeJIa Ha HEro ¢ TUI0XO CKPbIBaeMOM rpycThio. I3 KOMHATBI rocTel JOHeCCs 3BYK
JIOTIAIOIIMXCST BO3AYIIHBIX 1IAPOB M TPOMKUN cMex. KpucTrHa cenana «CTpariHoe», yMOJSIoIee
JIMIIO ¥ TIPOIIIeTnTaa:

— He ocrapinsiii MEHsI C HUMU OJHY.

[Monyunnock, Kak B IemeBoM (priibMe yKacoB, 1 [ epMaH THXO 3acMesiics.

— Jlaii-ka MHe 3T0, — OH B3s1J1 DY TJIsIp U3 €€ OMYyIIEHHOW PYKH U JOCTaJl OTTYy/a yKpalleHue. —
[Nepen yxonom xody HOCMOTPETh Ha TeOsI B HEM.

Kpuctrna coBcem He rOTOBMIIACH K HEXEJTAHHOMY MPa3IHUKY ¥ IOTOMY He HapsiAUIIach BO 4TO-
TO nofodaroiee. He ObLIO 1 pa3AHUYHON MPUUYECKH U Makusika. [IpocTopHble HKUHCH, (PyTOONKA
U KJleTyaras pyoailka, KOIHa HeyOpaHHBIX, CJIeTKa BbIoIMXcsl ppkux Bostoc. Ha ¢one I'epmana oHa
BBITJISIZIENIA TIOUTH OPOISKKOM.

JleByIIKa TIOKOPHO TOAHSIA BBEPX BOJIOCHI M TOJACTaBUJIA IIel0. [Ipyr OoCTOpOKHO Hajen el
TIOJIBECKY, HE KOCHYBIIIUChH €€ KOXH HU PYKOH, HU JJaKe JIbIXaHUEM.

— Tebe uper, — 3amerun ['epmaH, ynoBieTBOpeHHO Tisijis Ha Kpuctuny.

OHa oToIIlT1a K 3epKaly B YroJ MPUXOKeH, YTOOBI TOKe MOCMOTpeTh Ha cedst. CBeT 31ech ObLT
HEsIPKHUM, U JEBYIIIKA IIEeJIKHYJIAa BhIK/TIouatesneM. BerbixHyna sipkasi BepXHsisi mocTpa, [epman Bapyr
I'POMKO OXHYJI, OITYCTHJI JIMIIO 1 OBICTPO HAJleJ COJTHIIE3AIUTHBIE OUKH.

— Yro? Yto Takoe? — ucnyranack Kpucruna.

I'epman yOpas pyKy OT JMIa U HATSIHYTO YJIBIOHYJICSI.

— Huuero. Ipocto uyBcTBUTEbHBIC Ti1a3a. He oOpaiiaii Ha 3T0 BHUMaHUS, HO, TIOXKaIyICTa,
OoJbIIIe He JieNail Tak. .. 0e3 MpeayNpekIeHHsI.
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— 3T0 OT JIIOCTPbI? — OHA BCe ellle He OYeHb NTOHUMAJIA.

— Ma. U, 3Haemnb, MHe yxke, TpaBa, opa, — NapeHb OBICTPO BHIIIEIT HA YIIHILY.

Kpuctuna 3acnemmia K ABepu, 4ToObl MOMpPOIIAThCs, HO ['epmMaH, He OCTaHABIMBASCH, LIET
0 JOPOKKE OT JIoMa K Oosnbiomy yepHomy BMB, mpumnapkoBaHHOMY Ha 0OOYHHE.

— Iocroii! TTpoctn MeHs 1 criacuOo 3a TOAPOK | — KPUKHYJIA OHA €My BCJIe].

OH obGepHyJICs, MaxHYJI €l PyKOH, 3aTeM ceJl B MaIllMHY 1 yexaJ. JIeByIka mapy MUHYT MTOCTO-
si1a B ABEPSIX.

«PamuinbHOe ykparieHue. Ito ke BMB X 6 ceituac orbexan? I'ocionu, aa KTo Tl Takoit?!»

C Tex nop MoJofpIe JIIoIM Tak Oosiblie 1 He BUemch. KpucTrHe He 1aBasia MOKOsI MbIC/b, YTO
MIPUYUHON TOMY OBLTIO ee TIOBe/IeHUe MPH UX MocieaHet BeTpede. OHa Oblla HEYKITIOKeH, HepsIIl-
JIMBO OZIETOM, HABSI3YMBO KAHIOUMJIA, YTOOBI OH OCTAJICS, /1 IOTOM ellle BKJIIOYMJIA 3TOT YepTOB CBET!
JKenas Bce uctipaBuTh, AEBYIIIKA U3BUHUIIACH TTPU MIEPBOM ke YIOOHOM ClTyvae — Kak ToJIbKo ['epman
CHOBa 03BOHMI €i1. 7Kenast moKka3arbCs He TaKOW Y€PCTBOM, OHA OCTOPOKHO MOMHTEPECOBAIACH €TO
OTKpbIBIIEHCS CIa0O0CTHIO.

— Hasepnoe, Te0s1 qpaszHum 3a 310 B mkose? [IpsMo kak MeHsI 32 BOJIOCH M BCe TaKoe.

Otser ee ynuBwi: ['epman HuMKOrga He xomua B mKomy. OH, Kak OKa3ajloch, BCerAaa ObLT
Ha JOMallHeM, a I03Xke Ha AUCTAaHIMOHHOM 00y4eHuH. [legaroru u TpeHepsl, MHAWBU/IyaJIbHbIC 3aHSI-
THS1, BKJIIOYAIOIINE B ceOs1 3HAHUS CBEPX MPOrpaMMbl, CIa4X SKCTEPHOM M BeOWHApHL. 3a BCIO )KU3Hb
IOHOIIIA HUKOIZIa HE HAaXOAWJICS B KOJUIEKTMBE, HE YUWICS B KOMIIAHUM CBEPCTHUKOB. «Ele onHO
CTpaHHOE OTKPBITHE», — MOIyMaJia JIEBYIIKA.

On Bcerna 3BoHWI caMm. Ee TauHCTBEHHBIN Jpyr HACTaMBajl HAa TOM, YTO TaKoe IOJIOKEHUE
Belllel JTydllie ¥ yIoOHee, 4TO B APYroe BpeMsi OH MOXKET ObITh 3aHSAT U BCE PABHO HE BO3BMET TPYOKY.
KpuctuHa He Bo3paxkara, XOTsi MHOTIa €f XOTeJIOCh Obl YaIlie CO3BAaHUBAThCS.

U Tenepp, B 3TO AyIIHOE MPEArpo30BOE MIOIHCKOE YTPO OHA CHOBA MBICISIMU OblIa HE 3/1€Ch,
a I71e-To J1aJIeKO, BMECTE CO CBOMM TaAMHCTBEHHBIM JIpyroM. To IpourpbiBajia B roJIOBE UX MOCIIEIHIO
BCTpevy, CHOBa 1 cHOBa mpesctaniss, kak HAJIO BbLJIO ce6s Bectu, TO Aymaia O TOM, CKPHITHH-
yaeT i ['epmaH, WM 3TO POCTO OHA BCE BPEMsI TOBOPUT O ceOe 1 COBEPILIEHHO HEe YMEeT CITyIIaTh.

«Y Hero 4yBCTBUTEJIbHBIE I71a3a, OH HUKOIJA HE XOAWJ B 1IKOMY. W 51 He 3Hal0 TakoW KHUIH,
kotopyio ['epman Obl He Tipoyest. DTOT MapeHsb Kak OyATo U3 APYroro Mupa!»

Eif My4uTeIbHO XOTEJIOCHh C STUM MUPOM COMPUKOCHYTHCSI, YTOOBI JIyUIlle IOHSTh CBOETO IMpH-
srensi. Ho 31o 6b110 He Bo3MOKHO — ['epMaH He 3BOHWII. Yike J1Be Henenu. [IBe O6CKOHEUHO JIONTUX
HeJleJu.

TpeBoxHasi ayxota u Oe3erpue, Momvamuil Tenedon. Kpuctiuna crapanach oTeiedb ceds
4yeM-To. Beixoquio napimmso. PucoBars He nonyvasnock, KHuru onporusen. C pedstamu U3 Kiacca
OHHM COOMpPAJIMCh TIOeXaTh B MOXOJ HAa OHO M3 MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX JIECHBIX 03€p B OKPECTHOCTSIX,
HO BCE OTMEHWJIY, TaK KaK Ha OIHOM TaKOM O3epe Iponajia KoOMIaHus noapocTkoB. [Iponana ouennb
crpanHo. He Haium H1 MaivHy, HU Bely, HU Tesia. Hukakux cienoB. Yexanu Ha 03epo ¥ UCUE3IH,
OyITO UX U HE CyIIEecTBOBaNIO. BhulO nake HE sSICHO, TJe 3TO Caydmsiock. HUKTO TOYHO He 3HaM,
B KaKO€ MECTO OHM HaIpaBsuTCh. OT 3TOr0 CTAHOBUJIOCH CTPAIITHO BHIOMPAThCS Ha JTI000E 3aTepsiH-
Hoe 03epuo. Bapyr 31o umeHHo To camoe?

K ctriry cBoemy Kprictrna He oropumiiack 0co00, y3HaB O TAMHCTBEHHOM MCcUe3HOBEeHUH. Besib
MPONAJIU-TO MAPHU, KOTOPbIE 3UMOM IIYMUJIUCh HaJl HEW 32 yIJIOM IIKOJIBI.

«[lonmenom. B Takue MOMEHTBH OCOOEHHO HAYMHAEIIIb BEPUTh B KAPMY U B TO, UTO BCE 3710 BO3-
BpalacTca».

Kecrokue mpiciu. Kpuctrne cHayaa ObUTO CTBIAHO AaXe AyMaTh TakK, HO TIOTOM OHA BCIIOM-
HWIa, Kak ['epMaH ogHaXIBI cKaszan eil: «HeT HuJero rioxoro B TOM, 4TOObl HEHABUIETh TeX, KTO
JIOCTOMH HeHaBUCTU. MBI ke JIIoOUM TeX, KTO 3acaykuBaeT mooBu? [Totomy s1 He BUKY 371a B MECTH.
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370 MpOCTO Harpaja 3a apyroe 3710. To, 4To ObUTO MpUUMHEHO MHE paHblle. Bee yectHo. Tak coxpa-
HseTCs1 OaaHe».

C percrBa Kpuctuny yuwiu, 4yTo Tak Hejib3sl, HO cioBa ['epMaHa 3acTaBuiIv ee 3ayMaThbCsl.
YecTHO 7M1 MpoIIATh TOro, KTo NMpUuMHWI Tebe O6onb? MM yecTHee *kenarh eMy Takow ke Oou
U JJake, BO3MOXHO, IPUYMHUTH eMy ee?

V neByIIKY CKOMUJIACh Macca BOIMPOCOB M MBICEN. XOPOIIO Obl ONETUTHCS UMU M OOCYAUTD
¢ keM-To Om3kuM. Tosbko BOT ['epmaH Bce He 3BOHUI.

Kpucruna cuaena y oTKpbeITOro OKHa B CBOEM KOMHATe€ Ha BTOPOM 3TaXe M C TOCKOW JyMasia
O TOM, YTO €i MPEJCTOUT eIlle OIWH HeBBIHOCUMBIM, MYIIHBINA IEHb, JIUIIIEHHBIA BCSIKUX COOBITHI
U TIOJIOKUTEJIbHBIX MepeKUBaHUNA. Bapyr k oMy noabexan yxe 3HakoMblid yepHblii BMB. Tlonauaiy
Kpucruna naxe riazam cBoum He noepuia. Bogurenbckas JBepb OTKPbLIACh U U3 POCKOLIHOTO aBTO
Boimies1 ['epman. OH cpa3y 3ameTui1 ee B OKHE, JIETKOU TOXOJKOM MOJIOIIEN K A0MY H, YbIOasich el
CHHU3Y BBEpX, POMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— Ilpuser. Bot u £, kak oOerias, Ha HEJBIA IeHb WK, BO3MOXHO, Aaxe 6ombine. [Tpoctu, 4to
He MO3BOHWJI U He npexynpeawt. Hy uto, Tol paga?

— 41 cuactmBa! — KpricTuHa cBecuiach U3 OKHa CBOETO BTOPOTO 3TaXa M YyTh HE yIajia BHU3,
B KJIyMOBI.

— I'epman! {1 yxe Hauasma gymath, 9TO THI OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/A He npuenenb. Her, mpaBaa. Mue
MIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO Thl OOUAENCS WM YTO-TO B 3TOM poze. Thl MpPOCTO Tak JOJITO HEe 3BOHMJI, — OHA
TapaTopuiia, Kak COpOKa.

— Hy, npoctu MeHs, nagHo? 51 Obu1 yxacHO 3aHsT. CITyCKaics, TIOILIN MPOMIeMCS.

CuyactimBasi ynpiOKa HUKAK He XOTella CIo3aTh C JIUIA JEeBYIIKH.

— JlagHo, ceituac. Tonbko OTTOHM MalMHY, — OHa MaxHyJIa PyKOH, IIOKa3blBasi EMy OTheXaTb
Aajbliie 1o yiuie. ['epman SIBHO ObUT B 3aMeIaTe/IbCTBE.

— Mama Gorneer, eft Tuioxo ot *kapbl. He xouy, uroOs1 ponurenu teds Buaear. OHU He 3HAIOT,
YyTO MbI JpyxuM. 1 ceftuac HemoaXoasAuii MOMEHT 151 3HAKOMCTBA, — nosicHuia Kpucruna.

OH nonumarome KuBHYJI. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MrHOBeHMH yepHoro Mkc 6 yxe He ObUIO BUIHO.
JleByIka Hacmex mepeonesach W3 JOMalllHeW OfekIbl B Oosee MPWIMYHYIO M, CKa3aB JAOMa, YTO
HAITpaBJIsIeTCsl MOTYJISATh, BHICKOYMIIA HA YIIUILY.

I'epmaH *kjan ee B 0IHOM KBapTaje OT JoMa, y napka. Kpucruna nopaioBaack, 4YTo Ha yJuLe
He OBUTO HU JIyIIU — JIOJKHO OBITh, BCEX JJOKOHAJA 9Ta IyXOTa.

— Hy, npusert! Ilouemy Thl He TIO3BOHWMII, UTO eziemib? Mor npeaynpenuts xots Obl. IIpocto
KOPOTEHbKHI1 3BOHOYEK WJIM CMC-Ka, — OHa pyraja ero, Ho CJioBa BCE paBHO 3BYy4aJld PaJOCTHO.

— Pemmn ycrpouts cropripus, — mapeHb, BCE TaK ke yIblOasiCh, CKJIOHMII TOJIOBY 4yTh HAOOK
Y TPUCTAJIbHO CMOTpPEJ Ha HEE B yIOpP CBOMMM TEMHBIMHU, CMeoIMMHUCS a3aMu. ColHLa BUIHO
He ObUIO, ¥ TT09TOMY TPHBBIYHbIE TEMHbIE OYKM HE 3aKPBIBAJIM IMOJOBHHY ero juia. OT mpsmoro
B3MVIs1/1a ['epMana 1o criuHe IeBYIIKY MPoOesKaId MPUSTHbIE My PAIIKH.

— Nozapasnsio! TBoii clopnpu3 yaaics.

— D10 eme He Bce. S xouy mpuriacuth Teds moexarb cO MHOU. 37eCh HeJaJeKO Ha TITyXOM
JIECHOM 03epe y Hac ecTh JoM. Tam THXO0, CIIOKOMHO M O4YeHb KpacuBo. Thl MOIIa ObI B3SITh C COOOM
KapaHJaIl, KUCTH. .. IOPUCOBaTh. A s1 OBl HEMHOT'O OTJOXHYJ OT padoThl 1 ropoaa. CornacHa?

Kpucruna 3agymanack. MeHbllie Bcero ceiiuac ee MaHWIM JiecHble o3epa. [a u pogurenu
HE OTIYCTST ee C He3HAKOMBIM MapHeM HEM3BECTHO Ky/a, B ITyxoMaHb. KoHeuHo, ecniu OyayT 3HaTh,
KyJa ¥ C KEM OHa Ioexajia.

— Tot utO, Gomibcsa? — ['epmaH, KakeTcs, MOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ HEYBEPEHHOCTh. — I ke ¢ TOOOI.
Uro moxet ciryuntbesa? K Tomy ke 60SThest HAIO JIIofieH, a M TaM BooOiie HeT. Ho Ha Besikuii cmyvaii
B JIOME XpaHHUTCsI OXOTHUYbe pykbe. Hy, KpricTuHa. .. nnm e He poBepsiens MHe?

— Koneuno e, nosepsiw. [Ipocto... — oHa 3aMs1ach. ['epmMaH MosT4ai v BbLKUAAIONIE CMOTpPET
Ha Hee. — HegaBHO Ha o3epax rpornaja KoMIaHus peosr . ..
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-n?

— ..M S HEMHOT'O ornacatoch. HUKTO TOKa Tak v He y3HaJl, I1ie U KaK OHH UCYUE3IH.

— Hy u uT0 Tenepp, He e3AUTh HUKY/IA U YMEPETh 3/1ECh OT JKaphl M CKYKU? A MOXeET, OHU BOBCE
1 He ucuesann. MoxeT, OHM TIPOCTO yeXal U3 3TON OOrom 3aObITON MECTHOCTH B OOJIBIIION TOPOJI
Ha 3apa0O0TKH WA Ha TIOMCKU MPUKTIOYCHUI. Belly u MarHy BeJb He Haluiu?

— A otkyna Thl 3Haemb? — KpuctrHa ucKkpeHHe U3yMIIach €ro OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTH.

— Jla Tak... y OTIa eCTh 3HaKOMBbIE CPeAN MECTHBIX. KTO-TO MO3BOHWMII, paccKa3an HOBOCTH.
A OH OTIpaBWJI MEHsI TPOBEPUTH, BCE JIU B MOpsifiKe 311eck. Ho s He Mymato, 4To mprexaB, OOHapyKy
y HAIllero KPbUTbIa Yel-TO pacTep3aHHbIN TPYII, — OH CHOBA YJIBIOHYJICS €.

«Kak MOXHO Tak JIerko roBOPUTh O TAKHMX KYTKUX BeIax ?»

— INoexamm. TBoeit Mame ckopo Tiosieryaet. Beap Oyaer rposa.

— Otkyaa 31aems? [Ipornos cmotpen?

— Her, npocto MHe Tak kaxercs. Tak Tbl egenib?

I'epman, BUIMMO, OBUT HACTPOEH permuTesbHO. Jla 1 OTell MOpyUYrsl eMy TPOBEPUTD MOPSIKU
B UX JlecHOM BiajieHnn. OH yeseT ceivac, ¢ Heil mim Oe3 Hee. A 3HAUUT, BHIOOP ObUT OUEBHJICH.

— Jlagno. TMomoxau MeHs 31ech, 1 MuroMm. Codepy koe-uTo U noesieM. ToNbKO He momnagacs
HUKOMY Ha IJ1a3a.

Homa KpuctrHa Hacniex cKuaaia B IUISDKHYIO CYMKY KOe-Kakue MPUHAIJICKHOCTU TSI PUCO-
BaHMsI, 3aXBaTHJIa MOJOTEHIIE, KyNAJIbHUK U CIIPel OT KOMapoB, HAIUIeNa POAUTENISIM YTO-TO HACYeT
MOE3IKU K OMHOKJIACCHUIIE Ha /1auy M OKpbIJIEHHAs TOCTISIINIIA HA3a/l.

EnBa 3aBuneB ieByiiky, [epman 3aBen MalnHy, 3aTeM BbIIIET U OTKPBUT € MepeqHIon mac-
CaXXHUPCKYIO JBEPb.

— 41 cany czagu. Bephee, nsry. He xody, 4ToObl KTO-TO YBU/IEN, KaK 5 ye3Kaio ¢ TOOOH.

I'epman ycmexnyiics:

— Popurenu, HaBepHsIKa, AyMaloT, 4TO THI yexajia K MoapyxKKe?

— Tol ipoHMIIaTENIeH, APYT MOW, KaKk HUKTO JPYrod, — OHA Jiexkasa CIIMHOW Ha TPOXJIAJHON
KOJKaHOW OOMBKE B CAJIOHE ero IMIMKapHOW MAaIluHbI, ¥ TIIYNOo yibiOaiack. Malika 3aapanach, Koraa
OHa Hacriex OyXHyJIach Ha CuJieHbe, M Tenepb Kpucruna nexa epsana, nornpasisis ee. ['epman ckocui
I71a3a Ha ee TOJIbIiA 3aropeJiblid )KUBOT U HOTH U CITPOCHI:

— Yno6Ho ycrpounnack? MoskeT, nepecsiielnb Brepe], Koraa oTheeM noaasblie?

HeBymika cornmacunack. OHU exaiy He MeHblIe nonyvaca. CHavana ObICTpO, 3aTEM OCTOPOKHO
poOUpasACh MO YHUCTOMY, MPO3PAuHOMY COCHOBOMY Jiecy. Ee cepalie moAcKkakvMBaio Ha KOYKax
oT panoctu. ['0J10Ba HaroIHSIACh IPUSTHON HEBECOMOCTBIO TTPY KasKI0M OEIJIOM B3IVIsi/ie Ha MapHs
3a pyJieMm.

«OHn npuexan! Bee-taku npuexait ko MHe! 3HaYUT, He OOUIEICS WM TIPOCTUT».

OT 3THX MBIC/IEH BHYTPH Pa3iMBAIOCh TAKOE PAJOCTHOE UyBCTBO, YTO TSIKENIO OBUIO YCHIETh
Ha Mecte. BOT B KOHIIe KOJIOHHAIBI IepeBbeB OiecHYIo HebobIoe o3epiio. Ha camom Gepery crosit
OrpOMHBII I0M U3 OpeBHa. Bonblias Teppaca ¢ BUIOM Ha BOAY M OAJIKOH Ha MaHCAPIHOM STake.
B Takom 0Me MOKHO KHTh KPYIJIBIA TOJI, TOJILKO MeCTa IITyXHe.

MarvHy OHM TOCTaBUJIM PSAOM. [ 'epMaH HEMHOTO MOBO3KIICS € 3aMKOM, U TsDKeJasi AepeBsiH-
Has JIBEpb pacrnaxHynach. BHyTpu goma ObLIO MPOXJIaJHO M CyMEPEYHO M3-3a 33JEePHYTHIX IITOP
Ha okHax. OrpoMHasi TOCTUHAS 3aHMMaJIa MMPOCTPAHCTBO JI0 CAMOM KPHIIIH, C TOJICTBIX OAJIOK Tepe-
KPBITHS CBEIIMBAJIach Ha 1Ny OoJibinas crapas jJoctpa. KamuH, 0010KeHHBIN HATYpaJIbHBIM KaM-
HEM, HEMHOT'O 3albUICHHbIE JUBAHBI U KPECJIO C PE3HBIMH PYUYKaMHU, IMUPOKUE JTOCKH ToJIa C 3aTe-
JIMBBIM PHCYHKOM JPEBECHBIX BOJIOKOH. KpucTHHA HUKOIJAa He BHUJENA MOJAOOHBIX JIOMOB KUBBEM,
TONBKO B KWHO. [ e-HUOyIb B JIeCHOHM IJIyIIM BCerga HAXOMWIICS TaKOW HAPOUYUTO COCTAPEHHBIMH,
HO IIMKAPHBIA JOMUHA. ['epMaH NOHSLT ee B3I
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—Kpacugo, na? Otert moourt crapsie Bery. OH TOBOPUT, YTO HEKOTOPHIE U3 HUX KUBYT JIOJIbIIE
mozei. Cpenu qpy3el Halllel ceMbU €CTh aHTUKBAPhI U qu3aiiHepbl. Hag 3TM MecToM ciiaBHO MOTpY-
mumck. Hapetoch, Tebe 31ech HpaBUTCs ?

— Jlom npocro mukapHslii! — Kpucrtuna He ckpeiBasia Boctopra. — Hagonro Mel 3aech?

— $1 mnanMpoBan 3aepXKaThest XOTS Obl 0 3aBTPAIIIHETO yTpa.

«3BYYHT OTJIMYHO ! »

[Tpu omHOM TONMBKO B3MIsAAe Ha [epmana y KpucTuHbl B KuMBOTE OyATO OTKpPBIBAIACH JIBEPH,
3a KOTopoit ObLT0 HeOO. [TpoH3UTETEHO-TOTY0O0€, TIOTHOE BO3AyXa HeOO 13 BOCTOPra M CBOOOIHI.

N3-3a GeckoHeuHOH TesieHbl 00T1aKOB BAPYT TOKa3aoch coHile. O3epo MmoaepHyJIoch ceped-
POM, ¥ Kpacku OXWJIU. | epMaH MoCHenHo Haies TeMHble UK. OHM ITPUHECIN 13 OaraskHUKA MaKeThl
C MPO/IyKTaMM, OCTaBUJIM HEHYKHbIE BEIIIY 1 TIOILTH K 03epy. KpucTrHa 3axBaTiiia Kpacku v Oymary.

TponmHka 0 Gepera ObUIa 3aJIMTa COJHIIEM, JIACKAIOIINM ToJble HOTH U Tuieur. ['epMaH mmien
PSIIIOM, IepKach B 2XKyPHOW TEHU OT COCHOBBIX BeTBel. KpricTrHa oOpariiia BHUMaHue, 4TO OH 00XO-
JWT TISITHA CBETa, TaM U TYT Majaloliye Ha GapXaTHbHI KOBep cyxoi XxBou. Korna oH HecIIbIIHO 060-
THYJI TI0 Kpaio oyepeHoe, OECIIyMHO CTyrnasi OOCHIMU CTOIMaMH, OHA He BhIJEpKajia U CIIPOCHIIA:

— Yro Thl Aenaenn?

OH yneIOHYyICS:

— D10 Takas urpa. B gerctBe, Korga sl CHJIBHO NEpEeXHMBal M3-32 UyBCTBUTEJIBHOCTU TJIa3
K CBETYy, OTell MPUIyMaJ ee [UIsl MEHs, U MbI [OJIONTY UTPaJTH, TYJISs B JieCy.

— ¥ Bac Mo3ToMy 3aropofiHBIi JOM 3[IeCh, a HE TJIe-TO Ha OTKPHITOM MecTe?

— Ha, moatomy. YToOBI I MOT OTIOXHYTh OT TOJIIBI U SIPKOrO coiHia. CBET 3/1ech MATKUIA,
paspsikeHHBIN. S Mory nmake chenaTth Tak, — CKa3aB 3TO, OH CHSUT TeMHbIe OYKH. — HyXHO TOJBKO
HE CMOTPETh BBEPX.

— MoxHo ¢ To6o#? — KprucTiHa coluia ¢ 3aJIMTON COHIIEM JOPOXKKH.

I'epman nipoTsinyi el pyky:

— KoneuHo. ['maBHOE 1TpaBuIIO — HE BBIXOIUTD Ha CBET.

Jlepxach 3a pyKH, OHH JOIILTH A0 IecyaHoro depera ozepa. ['epMan octascs B Ipo3pavHON TEHH
BBICOKMX COCEH, Ijie 0e3 CHII pacTsHyJICs Ha TOKpbiBasie. KpucTuHa e pacnonoxuiach Ha COJHIIE,
HaJ| BOJIOH, Ha IIAJJKUX U TETUTBIX MOCTKaX U3 IOCOK, ¥ IPUHSIIACh pUCOBaTh KyBIIMHKU. OHH ¢ ['ep-
MaHOM eJie CJIBIIITHO MeperoBapuBaivchk. Ero ronoc, Tuxuit u 6apXaTucThiil, yOAIOKUBAI, KakK IIeIecT
HeOONBIINX BOJTH, HAOETaBIINX Ha MeCYaHblid Oeper.

— 51 naBHO XOTen nmpuexarh K Tede. [IpocTH, YTo MOSBUIICS TONBKO cerlvac.

I'epman nexan Ha OOKY M CMOTpes TO Ha BoAay, TO Ha Hee. OHa cTapajnach He CYTYJIUThCS
Y He CKUMATh TYOBI, YTO OOBIYHO JIesiajia, COCPEeIOTaunBasiCh Ha YeM-TO, KaK ceiiyac Ha pHCyHKe.

— [onsTHo. ThI, HaBepHOE, OBLT 3aHAT YEM-TO OUeHb BXXHBIM? — ee 00K/Ia 3a J0Jroe OTCYT-
cTBUe pacrasia O6e3 ciena, u Kprctuna Oputa no-yercku cuactirba. OHa He OTpbIBajia I71a3 OT JIUCTa,
HO BHUMATEJIBHO CITyIasa, Ouaas oreera. Heckosibko MrHOBEHHMIA 10 Hee JOHOCUIICS TOJIBKO TUIECK
BO/IbI, 3aTEM:

— He 3Hat0, MOXHO 711 3TO Ha3BaTh YeM-TO BaxkHBIM. [IpocTo oTelr o6aBmII MHE 00sI3aHHOCTEN
B CBOeM Ou3Hece. DTO He TO, YTOObI OUYeHb CJIOKHO, HO TpeOyeT MOero npucyTcTBusl. Bece HECKObKO
NepeMEeHUIIOCh C TeX TOp, KaK s Haies Teosl.

— Haxondr kiagpl, — ycMeXHyJIach JEBYIIKA, — & MbI TPOCTO BCTPETHJIVICh.

— To ecTh THI ycIbIIIaIa TOIBKO 3TO M JaXke MHE He MIOCOYYBCTBYEIlIb N3-3a OTHA? — OH CJleTKa
BCKMHYJI OpoBH. — W He MoTpaBisiii MeHsl, MOXKaIyIHCTa, Clu 51 YTO-TO cKazasl. OObIYHO 51 OKa3bIBAIOCh
npas.

Kpuctuna ynpiOHynach OMHUMHU YTOJIKaMu ryo.

— JKanp, uto Tak coBmaso. Haiie 3HaKOMCTBO M TBOSI paboTa C OTIIOM.

— 3710 He coBMaieHre. MHe MoBe3JI0 MEeHbIIIEe TBOETO, 1 MO POIUTEITHN 3HAIOT O HAIlIeM. .. 0OI1Ie-
HUM.
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B cepnue Kpuctunsl 3akpajicsi HENPUSITHBIN XOJIOJOK:

— Onu uro, npotuB? Ho ThI ke MHE MPOCTO MHOTJa 3BOHUIIIb, ¥ MBI BUAUMCSI COBCEM M3PE/IKA.

«Yt0 B 3TOM Takoro?! Mei ke He... KoHeuHo, OHM peruiy, 4To Mbl BeTpedaemcsi! Ho Mbl ke
He napa. nu? Benp y Hero Het AeByIIKUA?»

['epman npepBast uepey BOPOCOB BHYTPU €€ TOJIOBBI.

— Onu He poTuB 3T0ro. Ho oTell XoueT Mo3HaKOMUTHCS ¢ TOOOU JIMYHO. A 51 He TIPEIOCTABIISIO
eMy 3TOi BO3MOXHOCTU. BoT u Bce, — ['epMaH roBopuit oueHb OYTHUYHO M KaK-TO J1axke HEOPEKHO,
Oy/1TO 3TO BCe OBUIO COBEPIIEHHO He BaxkHO. OH Ha/Iesl CBOM TEMHbIE OYKH M, OTKMHYBIIINCH Ha CITUHY,
HaOmoas, Kak Ha (poHe HeOa KOJIBIIIYTCS COCHBL.

«OHu He nipoTtuB. PyX, MPOHECO!»

— CrecHsienbesi MeHs, 1a? — Iy Tsl, CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Her. IIpocto Bcemy cBoe Bpems. [IpencraBimo Tedst 4yTh MO3KeE.

Kpuctna npucBuUcTHYNA, a 3aTeM POroBOpUJIa:

— Bot 310 noBopoT!

«BpIXOmUT, OH Tak cepbe3HO BOCIPHUHUMAET HAIlly JAPYkOY...»

Crapasicb CKpBITb PafoCTh, AEBYIIKA MPOJOJIKANA PUCOBATh W BECTH HECICIIHYIO Oecemy.
CorHIle pUNeKaro, a rae-To 3a KPOMKOM JIepeBbeB, BIAJIEKE MOCIBIIIATNCH PACKAThI TpOMa.

— A BOT 1 TBOs Tpo3a, ['epman. Trl NoTepeiiHbie OMIIETH He TTPOOOBAIT MOKYMaTh? Bapyr Obl
TOXe yranaan, a?

OrtBera He moceoBaso. ['epmaH Bce Tak ke Jiexkan Ha MOKPBIBAJIE B KPYKEBHOM TEHU COCEH.
Ero rpyap pazMepeHHO U Me/IJIeHHO B3/piMaiack. OH criad.

«AX, na! OH ke KaJoBaJICsl HA YCTAJIOCTh OT e U BooOIIe nmprexan otasixars. Hy, a y Mens
OyleT OTIBIX TIOUHTEPECHEee» .

Kpuctrna moHsiiack ¢ HarpeThIX COTHIIEM JI0COK M, TUXO MPOK PABIIMCh MUMO CIISIIIETO Tpusi-
TeJIs1, BIIPUITPBDKKY Mo0esKaa K JOMY, 4TOOBI IIEpeoAeThCs B KyNaJIbHUK. Bo3Bpariasich Ha3asi ¢ 1oJjo-
TEHIIEM B pyKe, OHa Ha MHT 3amMepiia BO3JIe HEero, 3a4apOBaHHO CKOJIb3s B3IVISIOM IO €r0 BOJIOCAM,
JIMITY, CWIIbHBIM TIedaM. OH BBIJISIE HepeaabHO KPACUBBIM U TAKUM OECIIOMOIIIHBIM.

«Crut 1 fake He OI03pEeBaeT, YTO CKOPO HAUHETCSI IPO3a U XJILIHET JINBEHb» .

OT MBICTH O TOM, 4TO ero (pyTOONKa HAMOKHET M MPUJIMITHET K TeJy, OuepurBasi CHIIbHBII
Topc, Kpuctune crano ere xapye, ¥ oHa MOCTEIWIA K Bofie. MajieHbKHe BOJTHBI JIETKO HAKATHIBAJIH
Ha TecyaHblil Oeper U TyT ke OoTcTynaiu. Boma Obuta MPUATHO-TIPOXJIAAHON M YMCTOW HACTOJIBKO,
YTO 3aiilis B Hee MO Ipyib, MOKHO ObUIO YBUJIETh CBOM HOTH, CTOSIIIME HA YUCTOM TIECUAHOM JIHE.
KpuctHa OTTONKHY/IACh ¥ MOIUIBLIA.

O3epo ObUI0 HeOOJBIIIM, U OHA OBICTPO JIOCTHIIIA cepenuHbl. [L1aBath aeByIKa Toouia ¢ Jet-
CTBA. DTO 3aHSTHE €€ YCIIOKAUBAJIO ¥ IOMOTaJI0 OYMCTUTD TOJIOBY OT HEHYXKHBIX Mbiciieid. K Tomy ke
oHa He 0osiIach TIIyOUHBI, MOTJIa CAEPKATH B y3/Ie CBOE BOOOpaXkeHHE, PUCYIOIIEe PYCAJIOK, MOTEePsH-
HBIE CETH, CIIOCOOHBIE OOBUTH HOTH, U TUTAHTCKUX COMOB-YOUHII.

PasBepHyBIMCch, 4TOOBI IJIBITH K Oepery, Kprctuna 3amermnia, yro I'epmaH yxe He CIMT.
CorHile CKpbIIOCh 32 HabekaBIlel mpearpo3oBoi Tyyei. [lapeHb HanpskeHHO XOAWIT BIObL Oepera
Y HEOTPBHIBHO CMOTpeN B ee CTOpoHy. KpuctuHa OpICTpo IUiaBajia ¥ BCKOpE JOCTHIJIA JIEPEBSHHBIX
MOCTKOB. Jlepkach 3a HUX OJIHOW PYKOM U ellle He KacasiCh JHA HOTaMH, OHA TEPEBOAMIIA IbIXaHHUE:!

— He xouems npucoenuHuThCs?

— Her, u TeGe coBeTyio BBIATH Ha Oeper, — OH CHsUT OYKH, U B HACTYIAIOIIEH MPearpo30Boi
TEHH €ro JIMIIO BBHINISAETO0 KAKMM-TO CyMPaYHbIM.

— Ilouemy 310? — cMyTHIach Kpuctuns.

— IToToMy 4YTO 3TO OMACHO — 3ATUIBIBATH TaK AajieKo. Thl HE AyMaa, YeM MOOIMUTHIBAETCS 3TO
o3epo? OTKyza B HEM BOJA, €CJIM B HETO HE BIAJaeT HU pydel, HU peka? OHO nuTaercst XOJIOAHbIMU
KJo4amu. JlestHoi BOIOM M3-TION 3eMJIM, a ellle CaMOHAJECsTHHBIMH AEBYIIKAMH, KOTOPbIE TAKOM
OTIUTBIBAIOT JIAJIEKO OT Oepera.

41



A. Bumec. «Kaxmga moBepusi. YMEOT JIU yIOBHIIA JIIOOUTD ?»

I'epman BbIIsIAEN paccepkeHHbIM. [ poM mporpemert yxe coBceM O13Ko.

— a nagHo Tebe! Co MHOI Bellb HUYETo He CIIyUYHIIOCH.

— Boixonu Ha Oeper, — KOCTAIIKM €r0 PyKH, B KOTOPOM OH CKHMMaJI MosoTeHie Kpuctunsl,
no0eseny OT HaNpsiKeHUS.

Omna nokpacHena OT JOCapl, HO OTITYCTHJIA IOCKA MOCTKOB ¥ CUJIbHBIMU I'peOKaMHU TOTLIbLIA
K Oepery. CKOpo HOTY HavaJv JI0CTaBarh 110 AHa. OOuaa ropsiansia rojioBy, v IEBYIIKa eJie CIepKu-
BaJIach, 4TOOBI He HarpyouTh ['epmany B oTBeT. OH CJIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3TO U CMATYMIICS, HAOPO-
cu1 OOJTBIIIOE TISKHOE TIOJIOTEHIIe e Ha TUIeUH, KaK TUIarll.

— UzBunu. S npocto ucnyrascs. B mepBblii MOMEHT, KOraa s POCHYJICS M TIOHSUL, YTO TeOs
HET psaoM... U moTtoM 51 He cpa3y pasmisiies TBOIO ITIYIYI0 PhUKYIO TOJIOBY HaJl BOJOH.

— Mor Obl OKJIMKHYTh MEHsI TOTJla, — OHa TOBOpUJIa OOMKEHHO cebe mon Hoc. — KpukHyTS,
YTOOBI 51 TUTBLJIA OOPATHO.

— Yt00BI THI UCITyTAJIACh, 3ATOPOIIIIACH, CITyYaliHO XJIeOHY/Ia BOABI M Hauasia TOHyTh? Her yx.
KTO yromHo mycth JI€XUT Ha JIHE 3TOTO 03epa, HO TOJBKO HE ThI, — OH TaK MOCMOTpen B ra3a Kpu-
CTHHE, YTO €€ THEB BMUT YJETYUYHJICS, ¥ CTaJIO Jake HEMHOTO CTBIIHO.

I'epmaH TeM BpeMeHEeM NPUHSIICS CBOPAYMBAThH MOKPBHIBAIO, COOMPASCh YKPBHITHCS OT I'PO3bI
B JIOME.

— A 4t0, MHOro Hapomy TaMm, Ha jaHe? — KpuctuHa myts 06 3TOM crpammBajia Tak Kak
HE BEpUJIa, YTO KPOMe PbIO TaM JICHCTBUTEIIHHO YTO-TO TAKOE MOXET OBITb.

— Hocratouno. U s He gymato, 4yTo 3Ta KOMNaHus Tede Obl MOHPaBIIIACH, — 3AKOHYHMB C TTOK PbI-
BaJIOM, ['epMaH ro1esn B CTOpOHy JOMa.

OT MOJNHBIX JOXK/sI, CHHE-UYEPHBIX TPO3OBBIX TYY JIEC HAMOJIHUIICS MOJIYMPAKOM, OyATO ObLT
yXke TIyOokuil Beuep. [leByIka ozenach W Tenepb OMOJACKMBANA CTOIBI HOT OT TEcKa, YTOOBI
HajeTh OaJeTKH, KaK BIPYr YTO-TO cilabo OlecHyso y caMbix ee Hor. KpuctuHa omyctuiaa pyky
B BOJIy U JI0CTasa cepeOpurcToe Kombio-neyarky. Ckopnviod. OHO MoKa3aioch ei CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM,
HO OTKY/a, HUKaK HeJb3sl ObLJI0 BCIOMHUTB. DTO ObLIO He KoJbllo ['epmana, nnaye Kpucrtuna Ovl ero
3ameTuia cerofiHs Ha HeM. Ho Toraa ube oHo? fIpkast BCIbIIIKa o3apuia HeOo.

— I'epman! — kpukHyJsa oHa. — 31€Ch KOJIBIO!

[NocnenHue ee coBa yTOHYJIM B packaTrax rpoma, M ¢ Heba copBasiach BOJA.
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I'maBa 8

K yxuHy «aByX crapbix apysei» KpucTiHa rotoBuiachk TIiateabHO, YAMBISSICH caMoil cede:
YJIOKWJIA HETIOCITYIIHBIE BOJIOCHI KPYIIHBIMM JIOKOHAMU, CTAapaTeIbHO HAKpacWUjach M Hajeja TpU-
KOTaKHOE TUIaThe, OECCTHIAHO odJieraioiee Bce HepOBHOCTH (pUrypsl. [locieqHIM ITPHXOM CTaIn
carory Ha BBICOYEHHOM LINUIIbKE, KOTOPBIE OHA B IIYTKY 3BaJla «IOKOPUTENsIMH ceprel». Ee cod-
CTBEHHOE CEepJILE OHU MTOKOPUJIM € MIEPBOTO B3IVIAAA, BOT TOJIBKO KOILIEJIEK OT 3TOTO CHJIBHO ITOCTPa-
JaJl.

Eme ot BXona JeByIIka 3aMeTH/Ia 3HAKOMBIN CHITYST B TIoiympake 6apa. HeoOsraHo-cTporuii
B YEPHOM Y3KOM IHJKaKe, OH CUJEJI CIIMHOM KO BXOY.

Kpucruna, BHyTpeHHE roToBas K HOBBIM HallalkaM 1 yIpeKam, IOIONUIA K CTOJIMKY U C JIeJIaH-
HBIM Oe3paznuuneM Opocuia:

— IIpuser.

I'epmaH moaHsA B3MIAA OT CBoero OOKajia, €ro TEMHbIE Ila3a CMOTPESIM MeYaabHO U YCTAJIo.
Ha ynuue 1mien cHer, 1 pacTasBIlie CHEKMHKY MEPLIAJIN B KAIITAHOBBIX BOJIOCAX, UCTOYABIINX MAT-
Kkui 6neck. Kprctuna cena HanmpoTHB, 4yBCTBYS, Kak ObUIOH 3amaj mokuaaeT ee. ['epman THXo mpo-
W3HEC:

— Jlo nocnetHero 0osycs, 4TO Thl HE IPUJIEIb.

— ¥V MeHs OblIa Takasi MbIC/Ib, HO TTOTOM $1 pelliia, 4To 3To Oecrione3Ho. Thl Beeraa 1o0unBa-
embcs cBoero. Tak nim nHave.

— He B a10T paz, — Bo3pasui oH. — S He cTai Obl TOHATHCS 32 TOOOM 1O TOPOY. XOTe, YTOObI
THI CaMa peluia. . .

I'epman BHIIIAET XMYPbIM U CEPbE3HBIM.

— U 4 pag, 41O THI 31€CH.

C 3TUMH CJIOBaMU OH B3s1JI C COCE/IHETO CTyJ1a OyKeT, KOTOPBIH A0 TOro JieXajl He3aMEeUEeHHbIM,
u nipotsHyn Kpucrune. 1BeTs Obiin mogoOpaHbl 0e3yKOpH3HEHHO. [IeByIIKa OCTOPOXHO B3sj1a UX
B PYKH, 3aTI000BaBIIKCb.

— Cniacu60, HO. .. He cTomI0. Ecim TobKO ThI HE XOTeJT B 04epeHOM pa3 MOXBaCTaThCsi CBOUM
6e3ynpeyHbiM BKycoM. Tak 4To TaM 3a BaKHBIN pasroBop y Tedst KO MHe?

I'epmaHn crerka moMopImics, Kak OT BHE3AITHOTO IPUCTYIIA MUTPEHHU:

— He Tak cpa3sy, eciiu MoxxHO. [laBail 151 Hauaia mpocTo MOCKUANM, IOTOBOPUM O KaKUX-HUOY/Ib
HE3HAYUTENIBHBIX BEIIAX, O BCAKOM €PYHJE, — OH YCTaJI0 OTKMHYJICA Ha CIMHKY AuBaHa. — [loegum,
Ha XYJIOl KOHell.

B 310 Bpems kak pa3 nozponuia opuIAaHTKA.

— Msico ¢ KpOBBIO M BUCKH CO JIBIOM. Mo€el CIlyTHHLEE.. . .

OdunmanTka nepedusna ero:

— MB&I He ogaeM MsACO ¢ KpoBbIO. Mory peaJIoKHUTb. . .

— He nyxHO, — I'epmaH gaxe He NOBEpHyJ TOJIOBBI B €€ cTopoHy. — [Ipocto mepenaite
Ha KyXHIO, YTOOBI MSICO HE TIPOKaprBaIv. B 3TOM HET HUYEro CI0KHOTO.

Ero xononHeli 1 pe3Kuid TOH He TepIE BO3PAKEHUM.

«Kr0-T0, MOXO3KE, HE B AyXe cerogHsi», — nogymaa Kprucruna u, 4to0s pa3psiAuTh OOCTAaHOBKY,
MIJIO YAbIOHYNach oUIIMaHTKe, [efast CBOi 3aka3. Korga Ta ymamuimachk K APYrMM HOCETUTEINSIM,
JEBYILKA CIIPOCUJIA!

— VY 105 4TO-TO CITyYHIIOCH?

— Her, mpocTo HEMHOT0 BOJIHYIOCH, — OH HEXOTSI YJIBIOHYJICS, HO YJIBIOKA BBIIIIIA HEUCKPEHHEH,
u ['epmaH, O4yBCTBOBAB 3TO, OTBEJI B3IVIAJ B CTOPOHY.

Kpucruna B ayme pagoBanack, 9To coOeceHUK He CMOTpUT Ha Hee. OHa MoOra, He Tasch,
pasmIAnbpIBaTh €ro, nogMevas, Kak OH U3MeHWICA 3a npowenmue rogsl. [los3pocnesmmii, I'epman
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Ka3aJICsl Terepb YePTOBCKM IUIEHUTEIbHBIM MOJIOIBIM MYXUYMHOU. OH CTajn SIBHO LIMpE B IUIeYax,
HO (purypa rpu 3ToM He yTpaTujia CTPOMHOCTH.

UyBcTBeHHBIE TYOBl ObLIM TeNepb HAMpsKEHHO COMKHYTHI, HEMPOHUIIAEMO-TEMHbIE TJia3a
TMIOJIEPHYTHI JIMXOPaJ0oYHbIM OeckoM. [loxoxuit B3Isiy ObIBAeT y JOAEH, KOTOpble He CHaI BCIO
HOYb. ['ycThIe, UyTh CBeIeHHbIE OPOBH BbIIABAIU TSKEJIbIE MBICITH.

OHM cyzieny Monya Ha NPOTSUKEHUMM HECKOJIbKMX MMHYT. 3aTeM OQUIMaHTKa IMpUHECIa
HanuTKY, 1 ['epMaH, CJI0BHO OYHYBILIUCH OT JIPEMBI, 3aTOBOPUJI:

— Tol, KCTaTH, MIPEKPACHO BHIISLAUIIG. [IpocTo yOuiiCTBEHHO. A BOT s HE Ha BBICOTE — 3apa-
ootascs.

— U Houblo He craj, Mo BCeil BUAUMOCTH.

— M-na, — on ycmexnysics. — Hy, BbinbeM 3a Betpeuy? Tlocie AByX U elie JBYX JOJITHUX JIET
pasiyKu Mbl CHOBA YBUJIEIUCh. §I OUEHB KJaJl ITOrO0 MOMEHTA.

Crnerka HaKJIOHMBIUMCh JPYT K JAPYTy 4epe3 MaJeHbKHUiIl CTOJMK, OHU IJIyXO 3BSIKHYJIM CTaKa-
Hamu. KpuctrHa HeMHOTo puryOusia CBOM BUCKH € KOJIOU. ['epmaH e cpa3y OTIHII MOJIOBUHY. B ero
JBVDKCHUSX Terepb He ObUIO MPUBBIYHON BaJIbsKHOCTH. OH Ka3ajics B3BOJHOBAHHBIM U KaKMM-TO
JepraHHbM. [IeByIliKa BAPYT CIIPOCHJIA:

— Ecnu ThI XOTEN BCTPETUTBCS BCE 3TO BpeMsi, IoueMy He 0ObsiBIICs paHblie? TonbKo He Tak,
KaK B TOT pa3, a HOPMaJIbHO, M0-4YeIoBeYecKu. Mor Obl IPOCTO HANTH MEHS B COLICETSIX, HATIMCATh.

Eil He xoTenoch npu3HaBaThCsl, HO BpeMs OT BpEMEHM OHa BCIOMMHaja I'epmana, nonrue
Oecenbl ¢ HUM TI0 TeslepOHy, peIKUue BCTPEuH, Bce, UTo ObLIO mozoa. VI nHoraa maxe Habupasiach
HArJIOCTH W lyMajia O TOM, 4ero He ObUIO: 4TO CKpbIBasia ero (hyTOONKa Ha Oepery JecHOro osepa
AYIITHBIM JIETHAM THEM, KaK HarpsrIMch Obl MBIIIIBI HA €70 PyKaXx M IJIedax, OOHMMU OH ee, TIPHKMU
K ce0e 130 Bcex cuil. KpucTuHa cThiamiach STUX MBICTIEH, HO HE MOIJIa OT HUX OTJEJIaThCsl M HOCHJIA
B ce0e rogaMu, Kak BPOCIIUI B TUIOTh OCKOJIOK CHapsifa.

— 51 He MOT MOSIBUTBCS paHblIle, — HErpoMKO oTBeTH ['epmaH. — Thl HaYasIa HOBYIO XH3Hb, O€3
MeHs. YTo 51 Io/KeH ObUT IIPeIJIOKUTh TeOe?

— Hy... — geByIliKa He 3Hajia, YTO OTBETUTb.

— A 1617 YTO THI CaMa MoTJIa PEJIOKUTh MHE?

On nomosyan HeMHoro. KpucrtuHe BcnoMHWIach ee chbeMHasi KBapTupa B LIEHTpe U ApTeM,
KaKk OHM MHOTJA MPOBOIMIM B KPOBAaTH BCE BOCKPECEHbE, BCTaBasi, TOJNIBKO YTOOBI OTKPHITH JBEPb
pa3HOCUMKY NUIILIBL. ['epmMaH 3aJyMY1BO POTrOBOPUIL:

— CmoTpeTh Ha JIBYX CUACT/IMBBIX BITIOOJIEHHBIX, KMBYIIMX TUXOW, pa3MEpPEHHOH KHU3HBIO, —
OH HeBeceJI0 ycMexHyJIcs. — botock, MHe mpuuioch Obl cHOBA. .. Ho 51 ke oOemtan. 3HauuT, OTbhe3/
ObLT Obl €TMHCTBEHHBIM BHIXOIOM. M BCe MOMyUYmioch Obl TOUHO TaK ke, KaK Terepb.

PasroBop siBHO He kiewsics, 1 KpuctrHa ayBcTBOBasa ce0st HeJOBKO. Eii X0Tenoch roBOPUTH
¢ 'epmaHOM, cymiaTh €ro rojioc, Kak paHbllle, Yachl HAIlpoJieT, HO ObUIO OYEBHIHO, YTO BCE C TEX
MOp CWJIBHO M3MeHWI0ch. [ToBuCIIO HanpsikeHHOE MoTYaHue. Bokpyr cibliaicst cMeX, 3BOH IMUBHBIX
OOKAJIOB, JISI3T CTOJIOBBIX PHOOPOB M OKUBJIEHHBI TOMOH.

I'epman onpokuHyn B ce0si OCTaTKU BUCKU U 4yTh nomopiics. [lepen KpuctuHoit crosiu
HETPOHYTHIE 3aKyCKH, KOTOpbIE OHA MIPElyCMOTPUTEIIHHO 3aKa3asia, 3Hasi, YTO OCHOBHOE OJTIONI0 TIPH-
JeTcs MOJOXKIATh.

— Yromaiics, — oHa MPUABUHYJIA TAPEJIKY OJNMKE K HEMY.

— Cnacu6o0, Her.

— Oren Bcerga yumsl MEHs, YTO HEJb35l IUTh Ha TOJIOAHBIA KENyHOK, JaXe €CIM OYEeHb
X04eTcsi, — OHa YAbIOHYIach [ epMaHy BrepBbIE 3a BeUep.

— Pa3yMHO, HO TbI %€ 3Haelllb, HA MEHs 9TO MOYTH HE JIEHCTBYET.

— YMHbIe Bely He AercTBYIOT? — KpricTuHa ycMexHy1ach.

— Jla. YMHBIC BelllM. .. ¥ aJIKOTOJIb.

OdunmanTka MoaoIuIa 3a MycThIM CTaKaHOM, U ['epMaH 3aka3zaJ ele BUCKHU.
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— $1 Bcerna mqymana, 4to Thl JTyKaBUIIb Ha 3TOT cueT. LlyTuib i pucyenibesl.

— C To00¥1 s1 HUKOT/IA HE Y4y, — OH BHUMATEJILHO TIOCMOTpeJT el mpsMo B mia3a. — [Toatomy
CTOUT ABAX[IBI MOAYMATh MPEX/IE, YeM CIpalrBaTh MeHs 0 yeM-To. O! A BOT U efia.

K cronuky noponua opuIMaHTKa 1 CTala pacCTaBIsITh TAPEJIKH.

Korpa ona yganunace, ['epMan BOAPYT MPeaIOKAL:

— A nmaBsayl HaribeMcsl CeromgHsa?

— Heoxunanneiii noBopot! — Kpuctina He cnepkanachk ot cmexa. — Booorie s Bcerna aymada,
YTO O TAKOM 3apaHee He JOrOBapUBAIOTCS.

— 4 ceppe3Ho. Bo3pMeM MHOTO BUCKH, MHOTO KOJIbl, MHOTO JIbJIa. ByJieM IIyTUTh, ChIIaTh KOJI-
koctsmu. .. CrienaeM BHJ, 4TO He ObUTO Beex 3TuX Jiet! U He OyleT HUKaKMX Cepbe3HBIX Pa3rOBOPOB.

— Boo0rmie-To MHe 3aBTpa paHO BCTaBaTh, — XOTsI IPeJIOKEHUE Ka3aloch eil 3aMaHunBeIM. OHa
Bce OBl OTJasa, YTOObI CIAJIO TO HAMPSKEHUE, YTOOBI OHU MOTJIA CHOBA MPOCTO U JIETKO TOBOPUTD,
1 He OBUIO MEK/1y HUMHU 3TOTO... Yero?

MenbkoM ee B3IJIsI CKOJIBb3HYI KylIa-To BIIyOb 3aj1a U nepemenusicsi. OHa B3si1a CBOM CTakaH
Y 3QJITIOM OCYIIWJIA, 33J0XHYBILHCH B KOHIIE.

— Kak kpenko! 3auem Tak MHOrO BUCKU?

I'epman ObIcTpO 0OEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY BXOJ1a, HO HE HAIIIEJ I71a3aMU HUKOTO, KTO MOT ObI OBITh
OObsICHEHHEM.

— He cmotpu. OH 3atiien B Tyaser.

— A s yx ObIJIO pelu, YTo Moe TpeIokeHne MPUHSTO. KTo «oH»?

— Huxkro. Yepr! JaBaii yiinem orciona?

— Hy, Het. Beuep ToibKO Havas CTAHOBUTHCS MHTEPECHEE, M MHE TOJIBKO MTPUHECII MOE MSICO,
a ThI npejyiaraens yitu? Ha Te0s He moxoxe.

— Bunuis m, — BbemmBo otBeTria KpuctrHa, — 51 TYT HeIaBHO Tepesxuia OOMbIIYI0 TUYHYIO
apamy!

Ha camom niene oHa He CTOJIBKO YyBCTBOBaIa OOJNb MPU BHUJE UYEJIOBEKa, KOTOPOrO CUMTAIIA
OMM3KIM OYKBaJIbHO BUEPa, CKOJIBKO MPOCTO HE XOTesIa BO3BPAIAThCsl MBICTISIMU K TIponuioMy. Boc-
MOMUHAHYSI OBUTM CBEXH U PAHWIIM, KaK OracHast OpUTBa.

«EnuHCTBEHHBIN CrIOCO0 HE TymMaTh 00 3TOM — HEe BUJIETh €r0».

— OTOMCTHTb.

— Yro, mpoct? — KpuctrHa ciymana B Mon-yxa 1, Kak HA CTapaiach, HE MOIJIa OTBECTH IJia3
OT JIBEPU MYKCKOT'O TyaJieTa.

— 1 roBOpIO, YTO MECTh — JIy4Ylllee CPEeJCTBO. 3ariylaeT QylieBHble MyKH, — [epMaH XuTpo
YIBIOHYJICS U OTpe3an cebe KycOok creiika. — IIpeacTaBb, Kak OH B30eCHTCS, KOTjia YBUIUT TeOs
co MHO#. Jla He cmoTpu Thl Tyna! CMOTpU Ha MeHs.

Kpuctuna otsena rnasa. 'epman ObL1 1pas.

— Ycnokoiics, s ofbrpai Tede, — ee CIyTHUK «0XKUBaJT» Ha I1a3ax. VM 3To MpocTo aJIkoroib
ropstuu1 ero?

Kpuctuna xomnebanach, He 3Hasi, CTOMT JIM IIPUHAMATH TIPEIJIOKEHNE U YCTpauBaTh MPOBOKA-
0. Ee B3rsaa cHoBa ycTpeMwiicst K BXOAy, TA€ B MOTyMpake ApTeM MOMOTrajl CHUMATh MaJbTO
KaKOW-TO KpallleHoW OIOHAMHKE. 3aTeM OH IOLEJIOBAN €€ B TyObl XaHO U MOYTH HENPUJINIHO.

Beuep 6bu1 icnopueH. Kpuctina npukpbLia 1j1a3a pykou, He xkellast BUIETh 3Ty KapTUHY, 3aTeM
3aKazaja ceOe elle BHITUTb.

— He crout Haneratp Ha ciupTHOE, — MATKO BCTaBui ['epmaH.

— HMonumaents 1, DTO JAXKE HE TA JJEBYIIIKA! OH roBopui MHe. .. Mbl COOUPAITUCH. . .
Ali! — oHa pa303J7IeHO MaxHYyja PyKOM.

I'epMan He Mor OOJIbINIE CACPKUBATLCS U 3aCMESLIICS, TIPUKPBIB POT caiheTKOM.

«3ayeM s emy 310 roBopio? OH HEHaBUIUT ApTeMa, a MOsl PeakKlvsi €ro MPOCTO BECENUT.
Koneuno, Befb 3T0 AEUCTBUTEIHLHO CMEITHO. ['0cnoan, Kakas riynocTh!»
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OHa BBIJIOXHYJIA U HEMHOTO YCTIOKOMJIACh. E€ CIyTHUK OTCMESUICS U yYaCTIMBO MPEAJIOKHUIL:

— Xouetb, momensieMcsi? Csneinb Ha MOe MeCTO U He Oyjiellb X BuaeTh. M yiinem, eciu
THI HA CAMOM TaK peluia.

— Her, 310 ritymo. Ms1 octanemcs1. Tem 6osnee, oHr 00a UAYT Clofia.

«[IpuBer», — ynpidasch ckazan Aprem, npoxoss MuMmo. [Tapa yaanumiachk 3a CTOJMK y TaHIIONA.

— CornacHa oroMcTUTh? — rosioc I'epmaHa 3By4ai BKpaJIuuBO, Uy Th CJIBIILIHO.

— CornacHha.

KpuctuHa oTnimiia U3 CBOEro crakaHa U 3ayMaach:

— Ho 4ro moxHoO cnenars?

— He toponuce. TToemb noka, a To ocTeiHeT. Bee JOMKHO BHIMIAAETh HEMPUHYKJICHHO U HATY-
PaJIbHO, — OH YCMEXHYJICS, — KaK TBOsI 3JI0CTh MUHYTY Ha3a/l, — U MPOJOJIKIII HECTIEIITHO Pe3aTh MsICO,
BBITJISIZIEBIIIEE HA CPE3aX COBEPILEHHO ChIPHIM.

Kpuctuna toxe npunsiiach 3a eqy. KyxHsi B 3aBejeHUM OblsIa OTMEHHAs!, U OT OJHOTO TOJIBKO
3amaxa y JIeBYIIKH yKe MOABOIIIIO KUBOT.

Oma He TOpoIIsICh KeBajla, U3pe/iKka NorsiapBas Ha [ epmaHa v gymasi 0 CBoeM, KOrjia 3a3ByJaa
3HAKOMasi MeJIOWsL, TATYYask U YyBCTBeHHas 1o npoxu. Cragkue cHbl MapiuHa MaHCOHA 3aTONMIIH
HOYHOU KJTyO.

— TNoaxopsimmii MomeHT. [lonuid, — MyX4YMHA JIETKO TOMIHSUICS W3-3a CTOJIMKA U, B3SIB €€
3a JIOKOTb, YBEPEHHO YBJIEK 32 COOOM.

[Noka oHM K K LIEHTpPY MOMYITYCTOro TaHIosa, KpructuHa cMyTHO BCIIOMUHANA, KaK KOT/a-
TO JJABHO €AMHCTBEHHBIN pa3 TaHleBaia ¢ ['epmaHoM. JI0KAIMBOI OCEHBIO OHU OIHAK/IBI ITPOBEIIH
1ieJIble BBIXOJIHBIE B €r0 OTPOMHOM MOJYITYCTOM KBapTUpE Te-TO B IeHTpe. MeieHHass My3bIKa,
JOK/1b, CTyYAIlMA TI0 CTEKJTy, U OHU BJIBOEM, CIUIETS MAJIBIBI PYK, MEJUICHHO KAYaloIUecs: B TaKT
My3bike. Ero miasa, cmoTpsiiuye, Kazanocsk, ei B camoe cepjtie. Takumu riazamu Cepsiit Boik cMoT-
pen Ha Kpachyio [llanouky. MIx 60chie HOTH, OCTaBIISIONINE CIIe/Ibl Ha MbLIbHOM Tony. [o Temy mpo-
Oexana BonHa Mypariek. Kak toraa.

—I'epman. .. Dro mioxas unges. A He xouy.

— Pa3Be? — oH oOepHyscs M mocMoTpen Ha Hee. — TeGe MPOCTO HYXKHO PacciIaOUTHCA.
JloBepbcsl MHE.

OH BbIBEJ €€ POBHO Ha CEpeIMHY, MATKO OOHSUT M IPYIKal K cede BIUTOTHYI0. KpurcTuna 3a0biia
CMOTpPETh B CTOPOHY TOTO, pag KOro ObUIO YCTPOEHO 3TO mpencrtapieHue. OHa MOgHsUIA B3I
K Juily cBoero naptHepa. Ha Hee cHoBa cmotpen Cepsiit Bosk. TemHble 11a3a, He Murasi, u3ydaiu
ee 3pauku u, Kaxercs, ryosl. [locnennee yKpaakoil, HO OHa BCe ke 3aMeThJIa.

— Jlpy3bs Tak HEe NPUKHUMAIOTCA, — IpolenTaia Kpucruna.

My3blKa Urpasa rpoMKO, HO, K €€ YIUBJICHUIO, OH €€ YCIIBIIIAI U OTBETHIL.

— A MBI ¥ HE JpY3bA.

— Ceityac, K COXaJIeHHIO, ]a, HO PaHbIIIE. . .

— MBI 1 paHbliie He ObLTH APY3bSIMU.

OH He cBOAMJI CO CBOEW MapTHEPIIN KaaHbIX I71a3, U, Ka3aJ0Ch, OHA TMOJIaBAJIACh UX TUITHO-
ti3My. Ee pyku HexxHo oOBUM mieto I'epmana, n ux o0bsaTUsA cTam 06ogHbMU. OH ObUT COBCEM
omusko. bmke, yem korpa-im6o. OT 3TOro, a MOXKET, OT AJKOTOJs M TSIKEJIOro, MPOMUTAHHOTO
QJIKOTOJTbHBIMY TIAPAMU U IbIXaHHEM HECKOJIBKHX JIECATKOB YeJIOBEK, I'YCTOro BO3ayxa, y Kpuctunel
3aKpyXHIach rojioBa. B camom (prHase nmecHr oHa 4y Th MPUKPHUIA IJ1a3a ¥ IIOYTH KOCHYJIACh CBOMMHU
rybamu ry6 ['epmana. BHe3arnmHo Tpek CMEHMJICS HOBBIM, JMHAMWYHBIM, M WJUTIO3KS OJIM30CTH pac-
TBOpUJIach. Ee meku BerbixHyau pymsiHieM. OHa 3aMeplia B pacTepsiHHOCTH.

— [onuum, — masnbie! ['epMana CKOJIB3HY/IM O €€ JIaJJOHU, PO IMyTh OT 3aIsACThs 10 KOHYM-
KOB TaJIbLIEB, HO OH HE OCMEJUJICS B3ATh €€ 32 PYKY M IPOCTO JABUHYJICS K UX CTOIY.

CwmymieHHass 1 pasosiieHHast, KpuctrHa mpoBokaia ero B3IJISIIOM, TMOHMMAsi, 4TO Ternepb
HE CMOXET CIIOKOWHO CIiaTh MUHUMYM HeJemo. ONOMHMBIINCH, OHA TIOILTA CJSIOM.
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Ces Ha cBoe MecTo, ['epmaH 3ameTu:

— OH Bce erie CMOTPHT Ha TeOsI.

B mazax meByNKM Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aXKIJIUCh HEJOOphle OTOHBKH, HO ee COOeCeIHUK ITOro
HE 3aMEeTHIL.

— ITyctb cMoTpuT, — OTBeTMIIA KprcTrHA U ommycTHIach Ha JUBAH MPsIMO psiioM ¢ ['epmaHoM. —
[oapirpaerniis MHe elie HEMHOTO?

I'epMaH yaMBIEHHO TIPUTIOAHSUT OIHY OpoBb. KpHcTHHA JIOBKO BBICBOOOIMIA HOTY M3 CBOUX
caroXeK Ha BHICOKOM IIMUJIbKE W IPOMYPIIBIKATIA:

— INoxanyiicta, caenaii BujI, 9to TeOe BCe HPaBUTCS.

CkazaB 3T0, OHa JIETKO OITyCTHJIA CTYITHUA €My Ha KOJICHU.

— Tak? — MyXUMHA CIJIOTHYJI, ¥ €70 PyKa OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJIACh €€ JIOABIKKH.

— Jla, IMEeHHO, — IeByIIKa He ObljIa YBEpeHa, YTO MOJA0OHIM IPOHUKHOBEHHUEM B JINYHOE MPO-
CTPAHCTBO CHIrpaeT ¢ ' epMaHOM TaKylo ke 3JyI0 IYTKY, KaK OH C Held, HO MOmpoOOBaTh CTOMIIO.

Ona cnpsitana IOBOJIBHYIO YJIBIOKY, OTIHBasi CBOM BUCKHM C Kosoil. Ee cryTHHMK ycTpouscs
HOY,Z[O6H€€ 1 MATKUMH OBUKCHUAMU Ha4YaJl MaCCUPOBATh €€ CTYITHH.

— 3Haelllb, 3TO TaK MUJIO.

— Yro Tl UMeelIb B BULY?

— Hy, 1 noHumaio, 4to BCEe 3TO MPOCTO AJIKOTOJIb, KeJIaHWe KOMY-TO YTO-TO JOKa3aTh WA
BOOOIIIE TTymasi MIyTKa, HO... S1 Beab OUeHb CKydas mo Tebe Bce 9TH rofbl. Ml MHOTO iymMas O TOM,
YTO MPOU3OIILIO, — OBUIO BUJHO, UTO ['epMaH ¢ TpyIoM moadupa cioBa, coOMpasich cka3aTh YTO-TO
MO-HACTOAIIEMY BaXXHOE, — U sl OCO3HAJI, UTO TOr/a ObLT He TpaB. ...

B 310 Bpems Kpuctuna 3ameTnina, Kak U3 TIyOWHBI 3aJ1a K HUM JIBUKETCSI 10 OO 3HAKOMBIH
MYKCKOH CHITY3T. ApTeM, ee ObIBIINIA MapeHb, SIBHO HAIIPABJISIICS B X CTOPOHY.

«7Kenanue KOMy-TO 4TO-TO JOKa3arh. M ajKorosp,» — IPOHECIIOCh B €€ CJIETKa 3aXMeJIeBILIeH
rOJIOBE.

Kpucruna npuaBrHyIach coBceM OM3KO K ['epmMaHy U MPHIIOXKKIIA TIAJIel] K ero rydam, 4ToObl
OH 3aMoiTyasl. MrHOBeHHe 3aMelnaresbCcTBa. JeByIka mocMoTpena eMy MpsiMo B IJia3a U 0e33By4HO,
OIHUMHM TyOaMu MpoIIenTaa:

— IIpoctn.

Omna nonenoBania ero. To, 4To MJIaHUPOBAIOCH, KaK TOLENYH Il BUJA, I CKaHJaua, s
TOrO, YTOOBI PACCTABUTH BCE TOUKM HaJ «I», BIPYr OKa3aaoch Ha BKyc coBceM UHBIM. ['yObI ['epmana
OKa3aJIMCh MATKMMMU U TOJATJIMBBIMU, OH Cpa3y oTBeTw1 KpuctuHa, packpbiB ux. ['opsunii, BiaXkHbIN
POT ¢ IPUBKYCOM Hepa3z0aBJIEHHOTO BUCKH, €r0 CUJIBHBIN SI3bIK, TAHIIYIOIIUH y Hee BO pry. [leByika
xoTesia Obl, 9TOOBI STOT MUT HUKOT/IA HE 3aKaHYMBAJICS, HO OMIOMHUJIACH U MEJIJIEHHO OTCTPAHUIIACH.
Bo3se Hux Hukoro He 6bUT0. Kityo rymern.

Koneuno, oHa He BHJENA, KaK paccepKeHHbIN MOJIOAON MYKYMHA IMOJOIIES K UX CTOJIMKY,
[JTYTIO TIOTOMTAJICS PSAIOM C XKaIHO MEyIOIIeHCs MapovKoy | yIIel, eie 0ojee 37IbIM U paccepkeH-
HbeIM. Tenepb 3TO Kazayoch el He BaXHBIM. B royioBe oOpa3oBanach MpUsATHAS] TYMaHHOCTb. TOIBKO
CI/II[H]_HI/Iﬁ BO3JIC HCC MYXKUYMHA, KOTOpLIfI LEITYETCA JIydlIe BCEX B MUPE, 6bIH MpPaYCH, KaK TCHb:

— 3ps TH 3TO cAenana. Bor Teneps. .. TOYHO. ..

[Nocnennee cnoBo Kpuctuna He paccibimana. 9To ObLIO TO JIM «KOHEI», TO JIM «H@ie1n».
Tem BpemeHeM ['epmaH ObICTPO TOTHSICS, TIOTSHYJICS K CTOSIIIEH PSAZOM BelIaKe U CTaJl MapUTh
10 KApMaHaM CBOETO MaJIbTO.

— Yro ThI ckazai? { He pacciibliaia, — OCTOPOKHO YTOUHWIIA JEBYIIIKA.

— He BaxxHoO, 3a0y/1b, — OH HAKOHEI] HAIIIEJI 32XKUTAJIKY.

— 9, ThI yero?

— 41 BRIy IOKYpUTh, — OH HE CMOTpEJT Ha Hee, MpsiJa riasa.

— Iocroii! Obs13aTeIbHO UMEHHO ceituac? — KprcTrHa HU4Yero He MOHUMAaJa, U ee TOH CTaHO-
BWICA YYyTOUKY BO3MYILICHHBIM.
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— Het. MHe npocTo. .. Hy’)KHO Ha BO3/yX.
I'epmaH, He ormsAaBIBasACh, MOILIEN K BBIXOAY.
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I'maBa 9

B ToproBom 1ieHTpe ObUIO IIYMHO M MHOTOJIIOIHO. PaHHUM BeuepoM OyaHero JHs JIIoAuU crie-
IIAJIM 32 TPOAYKTAMM, KaK BCeraa. XOTsA U OTIeJIbl KOCMETUKH U OJEK/Ibl TOXKE He ITyCTOBAJIH.

ITpuxons B nonoOHble MecTa, KprcTHa Beerna 3ajaBaiach OAHUMU U TEMH ke BOIPOCAMU:

«Paborator 1 Bce 3t moau? Korna Hu mpuam, B J1I0OOM TOProBOM LIEHTpE MapKOBKa BCe-
r71a 3a0UTa, ¥ BHYTPH TOJHO MOKyMaresieil. YeM OHM Bce 3aHMMAIOTCSI, YTO Yy HUX TMOJHO BPEMEHH,
Y JIEHbI'M HUKOT/Ia HE 3aKaHUMBAIOTCS 7»

CryneHTKa NepBoro Kypca u3 0ObIYHOM CEMbH C BECbMa CPEJHUM JI0CTATKOM, B TUTIEpPMapKeTax
OHa Bcerza 4yBCTBOBasa ceds, KaK Ha 4Yy)XOM Mpas3iHuke Oe3 mpuraiieHuss. OQHAKO CerogHs ee
HACTPOEHUE COBCEM HE ObLJIO I'PYCTHO-3ayMUYMBBIM, HAIIPOTHB, JIEBYIIKA BCS CBETUJIACH U3HYTPH.
370 Temioe cBeuyeHne 00pa30BaIoCh B HEW 4yTh OOJbILE HEJea Ha3al.

Torga, Kak 3T0 YacTo ObIBAET, IOCIIE paHHE! BECEHHEW OTTETeIH IPSHY/IA 3aMOPO3KH, U YJIHIIbI
npeBpaTUIMCh B KaTok. Katanack Kpucrtuna mioxo, 3aTo najaia Ha CKOJIb3KOM IPOCTO IIMKAPHO.

Bor u B TOT pa3 oHa npoexaja Mo Jibly MeTpa MOoJITOpa, €1Ba He CEB Ha IlmaraT. 3aTeM yxe
MIOYTH MOiMasia paBHOBECHE U IOTHAJIa CBOM HOTH, KaK BPYT OHU MPeaTeIbCKU BBICKOIb3HYJIN BIle-
pen obe pazoMm. Uepes MrHOBEHHE JIEBYIIIKA, 3BOHKO I'POXHYB 3aTBUIKOM 00 JieJ], co3epliaja Bedepe-
olee Hedo.

He ycnena oHa B OJIHOM Mepe HacaaJuThCsl CBOMM MaJIeHUeM, Kak KTO-TO yxe Hayasl [IOMOTaTh
el BHOBb IPHUHSATh BEPTUKAIBHOE MooXkeHne. KpuctnHa cOMBumMBO Oriaroapuia, myTtasich B pacity-
IIEHHBIX BOJIOCAX M peMeIIKe CyMKH U COBEPIIEHHO He IIIsis Ha cBoero Onaroneressi. Ho kak Tombko
BOJIOCHI OBUIY MOIPABJIEHBI, & BELU MPUBEAEHBI B IOPS/I0K, OHA IOCMOTPEJIa HA HETO U YKe He OTBO-
AWJIa T1as.

On nonpaswics eil cpa3y. Bbicokuii, ¢ BeceHHUMH, OyaTO OBl yKe BIIOOJIEHHBIMU TJIa3aMH,
C yJIBIOKOM, TOCTOMHOM peKjiamMbl 3yOHOH nacThl. [1og MbIIko# oH aeprkan OykeT nBeToB. [lepexBaTus
ee B3I, MapeHb TYT ke JI0CTal ero v, NONpaBUB, IPOTAHY.I €il.

—MHe? {1, HaBepHOe, He MOTY €T B35ITh, — OT HEOKMJAHHOCTH OTKAa3 3By4asl COMBUMBO U HEYBe-
PEHHO.

— Korpa el magana, s 3aragan xesnaHue. I 0BOpAT, KelaHUEe WUCTIOIHUTCS, €CIIU 3araiaTb ero
Ha MaJaolylo 38e3/1y. 3Haelllb, YTo 5 3arajan’

— Ecim ckazarb, He cOyaercsi, — Kpuctuna ynpi6anack, OHUMasl, 9TO OH BCE PABHO CKaXeT,
1 310 OyJIeT yKe BTOPOW KOMIUIMMEHT.

— 51 3aragan, 9ToOBI 3TOT OYKET IOCTaJICS CAMOM KPacUBOM AEBYIIKE.

Kpuctune ObUI0 MPUATHO, HO OHA OTBETHUIIA:

— Torma nomapure ero TOM, AJs1 KOTO Bl €70 KYITHIM. A MHE HU K YeMy 9yXkKOu OyKeT.

— XoueIb cKa3aTh «9yKOi OYKeT M Uy:KOi MapeHb» ? — OH cpa3y Nepelies Ha «ThD» U YJILIOHYIICS
elle IMpe, B [J1a3aX Urpajiyd OTOHbKY — OTPakeHHe TO JIM CBeTa (pOHapei, To Jiu NepBbIX 3Be3/1. — Bee
coBceM He Tak. IIpocTo aeHb pok/ieHbs y Apyra, a IBETHI [JIs1 €0 MaTepH. Y Hee e TOXKe MPa3JHUK.

— Torna st Tem Oonee He MOTY MX TIPHHSATb.

— Bepu-6epu, 1 ewe ycrieo Ipyrue Kynurh.

OH Tak ¥ geprkajt OyKeT NpoTsAHYThIM eil. KprcTrHe Huuero He octaBajiock, KpoMe Kak IMPUHSATh
03s01me 1BeThl. [IoToM OH npoBes ee 10 MallIHBI.

Ee nepBas mamumnHa! YygoBuile OoTeYeCTBEHHOIO aBTOIPOMa, KoTopoe Kpuctune momapui
OTell, KaK TOJIKO OHA c/lajia Ha Ipasa. JIeBylllKa yKacHO CTECHsuIach CBOEro TpaHcnopta. OgHako
MOJIOAOH YeJIOBEeK He BbIPa3il U TEHU CMYILEHHUS WM UPOHUH.

— Kakoe perpo! CtusbHas MalllMHa y CTUJIBHOM JIEBYIIKU.

Ero MOOWJIbHBIN pa3phIBajICsl OT 3BOHKOB.

— Dt0 npy3bs. Huuero, HauHyT 6€3 MeHs1, — CKa3aB TaK, OH OTKJIIOUIJI TeIedOoH.
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Ha ynurie yxe mopsiikoM CTeMHENO, a OHU BCe TOBOPHJIM, CTOS Y €€ MaIIuHBI. TOJTHKO 3BOHOK
ponuteneli BepHy1 Kpuctuse omryiienue Bpemenu. OHa 3aTOpOMUIIACh TOMOM.

[pomasick, MosofIbIe JTIOAM OOMEHSITUCh HOMepaMu TeJIe(hOHOB.

W BOT Tenepsb, CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO 3BOHKOB U MEPENUCOK B coliceTsx, KpuctuHa criermmna k gy-
KOp/y B OOJBIIIOM TOPrOBOM LIEHTPE, IJIe MOJIOAbIC JIIOIU YCJIOBUIIUCH BCTPETUTHCS U TIOMUTh Kode.
Jlns1 Gonee 3HAYMTENTLHOUM BCTPEUH — IMOXO/Ia B KWHO WM B Kae — BpeMeHU TIOKa He HaXOAUIIOCh.

«B03M0OXkHO, Ha BRIXOIHBIX. S OYEeHb XOTes OBl OTBECTH TeOsI B MMapy OTIMYHBIX MECT, HO TOKa
HE BBIXOIUT».

s Kpuctunsl 310 ObUTO HE Tak BaxkHO. Heymomroe oOrieHre ¢ HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIM ITPOU3BEJIO
Ha Hee OYeHb MPUATHOE BIleYaTIeHUe, 3aTPOHYNIO JIaBHO JpeMaBIlve CTPYHKHU B maymie. [Toatomy
JeBYIIKA PAaJoOBaIaCh BOZMOXKHOCTH MPOCTO CHOBA BCTPETUThLCS JIMYHO.

— Kakoii on? Hy, 3Haernb, Takoli BHUMATeJIbHBIN, TOOPBIA, OTKPHITHIA. CBETIIBINA TaKOw !

— 0-0-0! Krto-T0, Kaxkercs, yxe BIOOWICS!

— OO0 3TOM paHo MoKa cyauTh, — KpuctrHa npsitana cMyIieHue 3a yasioko. B rimyoune nymm
OHa YYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO APTEM — TaK 3BaJIM MOJIOIOTO YEJIOBEKA — YK€ He MTPOCTO HOBBI 3HAKOMBII.

Terneps AeByIIKa IIIJ1a [0 IPKUM MEpexoaM Mexy OT/e/IlaMHi Ha BCTpedy ¢ HUM, He 3amevast
HUKOTO ¥l HIYETO, KaK BAPYT ee OKJIMKHYJT 3HAKOMBII T0JI0C:
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A. Bumec. «Kaxmga moBepusi. YMEOT JIU yIOBHIIA JIIOOUTD ?»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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