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JIropmmwiaia EpmosiaeBa
HeuckyméHnnasi J1000Bb, HJIH
HcnoBeab CTPUNITU3EPIIN

I'maBa 1

— Cgerka, musammu! Tebe nuceMo NpUIUIO! — KYAPsBBIA YEPHOBOJIOCHI MajlbuyraH Tak TOpO-
IWICA K CECTPE, YTO CIIOTKHYJICS O IOPOT ¥ TPOXHYJICA CO BCErO pa3Maxy Ha IOJI, J1a TaK, YTO UCKPBI
13 I71a3 MTOCHITAIUCE.

— Oii, 6emHeHbK M, TH He yimOcs? Hy-ka, BcTaBaii, XOpOIIHiA MOH, ¥ OTAail MHE IMUCHhMO !

Cgera nomor/ia NoiHAThCS MIaALIEMy OpaTHIIKe Ha HOTH.

— Hy nagno, g 1 cam Mory, 4To s — MaJIeHbKHiA, 4TO J1? A MHUCBMO 51 TeOe MPOCTO TaK HE
ornam! He Tak yx 1 4acTo Thl UX NosTy4yaels! A 3T0 TaKOe MyXJIEHBKOE, HABEPHOE, MHTEPECHOE-TTPE-
MHTEepecHoe!

— AHJIPIOIIKA, 0T/ TIO-XOPOIIEMY HJIH s1 OTHUMY ero y Te0s!

— A BOT 4 He OTHUMEIIb! — BOCKJIMKHYJI BPEJHEHBKUM TOJIOCKOM MaJIbYMIIKA U OIPOMETHIO
Opocuicst u3 KoMHathl. Ho He TyT-To ObT0! CBETKa, Kak M3rosoAaBIasics aHTepa, pUHYJIach 32 HUM
1, 0OXBATHB €ro C3aJly OIHOM PYKOM, Jpyroi BblpBaja MUcbMO. beiHbIil AHApPIOIIKA, KOTOPOMY He
YIAJIOCh OCYIIECTBUTH CBOM 3aMBICEI, OOMKEHHO HaLyJ I'yOKH M, HEMHOKKO TIOAyMaB, PacIUIaKascs.
CBeTke cTajio ero xajko.

— Hy nagno, 3anHbKa, He riaus! Bor Tebe nqeHekku, cxomu, Ky cede MopoxkeHoe!

CBeTka ¢ MHTEpECOM pasIIsibiBajia MACBMO. B MaHHBIX OTIpaBHTENst HE OBUIO OOPAaTHOrO
angpeca, HO 3ato crosiia hamuius ¢ naunmanamu: [Tnayruna JI.C. «Boxe moii! Jlapouka! Most mo6u-
Mas nogpyxka! Kak gaBHO 51 0 Tebe HUUero He cipliiaial». CBeTka B HETepIIeHUH pa3opBaJla KOH-
BEPT U BHITAIWIA OTTY/A JOBOJIBHO BHYIIMTEIBHOE MTMCMELIO M OTKPBHITKY, OYEHb KPACUBYIO: LIBETHI
Ha HEW CMOTPEJIUCh KaK KUBBIE, & B LIEHTPE OTVIMBAJIXA 30JI0TOM [Ba, CIUIETEHHBIX BMECTE, KOJIbIIA.
Dto ObUIO MpUIIAllieHue Ha cBaabOy. «Bo Jlapka maér! 3amyx BeiXOmuT! A 51 y3Hal0 00 3TOM U3
NPUIJIAIIEHUSI»,— C TEHBIO 00Kl ogyMasia CBeTKa M MPUHSIACH 32 YTEHHE MUChMa.

MossObl TOAPYIY O MPOLLIEHUH 3a JOJIT0e MOTYaHUEe 3aHsUI0 IPUMEPHO MoJIcTpaHulpbl. [lanee
OHa paccKasbplBajla O TOM, KakK eil 10Be3JI0, BeJJb OHA BBIXOAUT 3aMy 3a OYeHb OOraToro 4ejaoBeka!
Jlapa npurnamana CBeTy mpuexarh K Hell e1rie 10 CBaIb0bl, YTOObI TOMOYb €H C IOITOTOBKOM K 3TOMY
3HAYMUTETLHOMY B €€ JKM3HM COOBITHIO. «THI jke 3Haelb, y MeHsi, Kpome TeOs1, HuKoro HeT. Ceftyac,
KaK HUKOI/Ia, MHE Hy’KHa TBOSI [TIOMOIIIb M TIOJIEPKKA. A €€ s MeUTalo O TOM, YTOOBI ThI Ilepeexaa
ciofia KuTh. Thl MOIJIa OBl YCTPOHTH 3/1€CH CBOIO KU3Hb, OIYYUTh 00pa30BaHMe, B KOHIIE KOHLIOB. UTO
TeOe JienaTh B 310i iepeBHe? §l momMory HaiiTu Tebe mpecTHAKHYI0 padoTy. Thl OCBOMIIIBCS, a TOTOM,
nait bor, yaauHo BBIFENIb 3aMyK M CMOXEIIb 3a0bITh O TOM, 4TO Takoe padora! Ecim 3axouers,
KOHEYHO... Y MeHs eCTb IpeKpacHasi IByXKOMHATHAas KBapTupa. 51 B Hell, KOHEUHO, KUTh He Oyiy.
Ilepeeny k Myxy B ero xopomsl. [IpongaBaTs ee He UMEET CMBICIIA, Y HETO M TaK JIEHET Kypbl HE KJIIOIOT!
Jla 1 BooO11e, y MEHsI XOTb YTO-TO JIOJDKHO OBITH 3a JYIIOW, Maso Jiu 4To... Eciim Mama 1e0s1 He
OTITYCTUT OTHY, TaKk Oepu ee ¢ coOoi BMecTe ¢ AHIpIomKoi. Keratu, kak 3/10poBbe MOel JII0OMMON
3unauapl [letpoBHbl? A Hamr AHgpeac? Be€ Takoi ske 3a0aBHBIN? S MO0 HUM OYeHb CKyyaio!

Coobum MHe, MoOXaiyiicra, Korga Tel Hpuesemb. f 3aeqy 3a ToOoi Ha MammHe. Mory,
KOHEYHO, TpHUexaTh 1 0e3 MpeaynpexIeHns], HO He 3Hal0, Kak K 9TOMY OTHECETCsI TBOSI MaMa, BelIb 51
HamepeHa 3a0paThb Tebs1 Hafonro. .. Thl yXk IOATOTOBb e CHavasa.

Hy Bcé. [Toka. XKy te6s ¢ nerepnienuem! C mo6oBbio, Jlapa». [lanee ObUT HanvcaH ajipec u
TesieoH.
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Jlapouxka! IToapyxka mosi! A Belb y Hee ICHCTBUTEIFHO HUKOTO HET, KpOME MEHS. . .
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I'maBa 2

Marts Jlapsl, AsieBTHHa, OTIIPaBHJIa CBOIO JI0Yb Ha MoredeHne 0aOyIIKy, Koraa eil MCIOHU-
JIOCh BCEro J1Ba rofguka... B Monogoctu AneBTrHa Oblla OUYEHb KPACHBOM, HEOOBIKHOBEHHO SIPKOM
NeBYIIKOH. Y AJieuky ObLJIM TIpaBUIIbHBIE, HEKHbIE YEPTHI JIMLIA, a e€ OeJIOKypble BOJIOCH U TOTyOble
BBIPA3UTENbHbIC I71a3a B COUETAaHUU C U3SIIIHON (PUTYPKOIl MOIJIM CBECTH C yMa JIDOOT0 MpeAcTaBu-
TeJsl MyKCKoro nosa. M, KoHedHo ke, Bce Obui Oe3 MaMsATH BIOONEHbl B Hee, HO AJil HUKaK He
MOIJIa OCTAHOBHUTH CBOI BHIOOP Ha OHOM — €JMHCTBEHHOM. MaJIeHbKHI IyHKTHK, TPOYHO OOOCHO-
BaBILIMIiCA B €€ MUJION I'OJIOBKE, HE JaBajl €l 3TOro clieiaTh: CTOWJIO JIMIIb TOIBKO MYKHUKY CKa3aTh,
Kakasl OHa KpacuBasi M Kak OH JIIOOWT ee, AJIEBTMHA Tasla Ha I71a3ax W MpeBpalagach B U3JIHIITHE
MSATKYIO, JIETKOAOCTYIHYIO KeHIIMHY. [ToHauany KaxIblil U3 MOJIOJIBIX, @ MHOTAA U HE OYeHb MOJIO-
IBIX JIOJEH, TBITAJICS OTBOEBATh TOJNBKO JJISI ce0sl MOKOPHYI0 AJiedky. DTo OblIo OypHOE Bpems
BEJIMKUX CTPACTEl, COPOBOXKAAIOIINXCS HEMUHYEMbIMU JIPAKaMH, HETTPEMEHHO 3aKaHUMBAIOIXCS
NOOUTHIMUA HOCaMH, BBIBEPHYTBIMU PyKaMH, BHIOMTBIMU KOJIEHKaMH U Jjaske KOCcThlIsAMU. Kak-To pa3
BBISICHEHHE OTHOIIICHUI 00EpHYIIOCh TOPa3/o 0oJiee TParnIHbIM 00pa3oM.

Kun B nepeBHe onuiH 6e300MIHBIN MAPEHEK AJIEKCaH/Ip, COBCEM eIE MOJIOAEHbKUM, BOCEM-
Hajauary Jiet or pony. OH JaBHO yxke 3amisablBajics Ha AJIEUKy, M HE IIPOCTO 3aIVIAABIBAICS: EMY
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO KEHIIMHA ero MeuThl! Ha cBOMX poBecHHIl OH coBceM He oOpallal BHUMaHHUS,
HECMOTPs1 Ha TO, YTO OHM BCSYECKH MBITAJUCh €r0 MpHBJeyb, BeJb CaHEK, TaK OOBIYHO Ha3bIBAJIM
MAPHUIIKY, ObLT BecbMa 3(P(EKTHBIM MOJIOABIM 4YesoBeKOM. OJJHAKO K CBOEH MacCHy OH He CMell
naxe MpUOIM3HUTHCS, a €CIIM BAPYT caMa AJiedka IpOXOoauia MIUMO Hero wim, He aail boske, 3arosa-
pYBaJia C HUM, MAJIbUMIIKA OT POOOCTH JMOO BIagai B CTYNOP, JMOO TOBOPWJI BCSKHE TIIYMOCTH.
OOBIYHO B OTBET Ha 3TO AJleUKa yabl0asach, APyKECKH TPeraa ero 3a BOJIOCH, H YXOAWIA BOCBOSICH.
Ho omnaxnpt Canék ocmeren... DTo ObUI Beuep MpoBOAA €ro B apMuIo. ['yiisiia mpakTHYecKu BCst
IepeBHsl, TI0 KpaiiHell Mepe, 1oOpas e€ nonosrHa. 1 BOT, Korna Bee yxke ObUIM B IOCTAaTOYHOM IOfI-
IIUTHHY, ofuH U3 apyse Canpka, Mimoxa, ckasair:

— Caymiaii, OparaH, TeOe Heslb3s1 yXOAUTD TyJa MajbuuKkoM. Ha ciry:x0y Mbl JOJKHBI, HET, TIPO-
CTO 00sI3aHbI, OTIPABUTD TeOsI HACTOALIMM MykUKOM! §1 mymalo, MeHs1 Bce mojepkar u TeM Oonee
ThI.

— Yro THI NMeelb BBULY? — 03aaaunsics CaHEK.

— A 1O M UMelo, uTo 6ady Tebe Hy)KHO OTBIMETh, — YXMbUIbHYJICS Vb,

— PeGsr, s npaBuiibHO 6a3apio? — Mitioxa OKMHYJ B3IVISA10M CUIALIMX PsAIOM NTapHEH, U, yBUJIEB
O1I0OpHTENBHBIN OJIECK B MX IJIa3aX, BOOMYIIEBHJICS.

— Tak, Canék, ciaymail cioa, — MpOJOJDKII OH, — TeOe Kakass 0aba HyKHa: COIUTMBAsI WU
3penas?

PebsiTa 3arannenu, nopdupas J0CTOMHYIO KaHIUAaTypy uist CaHbKH.

— la uto Mbl My4aemcsi, — Mimoxa siBHO ObLT 03200Y€H OCYIIECTBICHHEM 3ayMaHHOTO, — OH
ke ¢ AJIBKM I71a3 He CBOAUT. BOT ¢ HEl-TO MBI €ro U CBe/IEM.

— Ciymiaiite, MoXer, 51 caM pazoepych? — MArko Bo3pasuil CaHéEK.

— Paz6wupaiics, — TBEpno ornapuposan Mibs, — 1160 cam, 1100 MBI JeJIeraluio K Heil oM.
Kcraru, noyemy e€ Het 31ech? Aijia 3a Heu!

— Her, pe6sr, s cam, — pemmmresnbHO cka3an CaHEK.

U masnbumInKka Ha KpbUIbSIX JTIIOOBHY MOJIETEN K CBOEH MOOMMOM. AJIeuKa, OTKPBIB JBEPb, COBCEM
He yauBuiIack npuxony CaHbka, Kak OyaTo Obl jk1asia ero.

— Hy 4ro, opén, yneraeus ot Hac? Hudero, 1Ba roga ObICTpO MPOJIETAT, COCKYUUThCS HE ycIie-
elllb.

— Her, ycrielo, ouens gaxe ycnero — 6e3 1edsl. . .
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— Hy o 4ém 151 roBOpUIIB, Mastbim! [Toyemy 6e3 MeHsi? A Kak ke TBOM Noapyxkku? Tbl ke
BOH Kakoil y Hac Kpacagel! JIioOyio NeBYOHKY BBIOMpaii! — ¢ MaTepUHCKON HEXHOCTHIO B rojioce
npousHecna AJs.

— MHe HUKTO He HykeH, Kpome TeOs1! U 51 yxe B3pocblii My k4unHa! — Ha ri1a3ax CaHbKa MosiBU-
JIach HENPOILIEHHAs Cle3a.

TyT B Aneuke ctasim OOpOThCS MEky cOOOM JBa YyBCTBA: ed ObUIO Tak skajiko CaHio, 4TO
3aX0TeJIOCh OOHSTH €0, PYKATh K TPYIH, PHIACKaTh, HO TAKKe OHA IOHUMAJIA, YTO STOT MaJIbUMK
MpeiHa3HaveH Cyap00i coBceM He it He€. OHaKo, TOT 3JIOMOTYyYHBIH MyHKTHUK B3sU1 BBEPX HaJL €€
Onaropasymuem, Ajedka Opocuiach B OOBSITHS MaTbUMKa U C YMIJICHUEM U HEKHOCTBIO TTOJapua
eMy cBolo Jo6oBb. Ho cyactbe CaHbka mpogomkanock He1oro. B To Bpemsi, Korjaa oH, oOeccuieH-
HBII, HO OE3yMHO CUACT/IMBBIN, TPUMOCTHIICSI HA TPYJH JTIOOMMOM, a Ta €ro JaCKOBO MOIIaKMBaja
10 TOJIOBE, B IBEPb HACTOWYMBO MOCTy4Ya u. JIIOOOBHUKY B3IPOTHYIHM OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH. AJIeUKa,
HAKMHYB Ha IUIeYH IIaJTh, IOn0exkania K ABepu:

— K10 Tam? — ronoc xeHIIMHBI OT BOJIHEHUS OX PHUIL.

— OrtkpbIBall, KpacaBuiia, CBOM, — MPOOACHII He3HAKOMell. B ero rosoce sIBHO OIIyIAIUCh
XMeJIbHbIE HOTKH.

— Kr0 3710 — cBOM? — HcnyranHo cpocuia AJs.

— Jla nagHO, HE y3Ha/a YTO JIM Mya CBOEr0? — YCMEXHYJICA 3a JBEPhI0 MYKYHMHA.

— V MeHs HeT MyXa, — eIme 0ojiee B3BOJIHOBAHHO TIpOHeca AJls.

— Hy myxa, MykuKka cBoero, kakasi pa3Hula? — yxke ¢ OTTEHKaMH pa3fipaXeHus POXpUIIEIT
HE3HaKoMell.

Haxkonent u Ansa, u Canék y3Hanu B He3Hakomile KosbKy, TpakTOpUCTa U3 COCEIHEro ceJa.
Heckomnbko MecsilieB Ha3aja OH YIOPHO JOOMBAJICS PYKH U cepalia AJIEUKH, HO MyHKTHUK, Tak Oe3-
OTKa3HO cpabaThIBAIOIIMI Ha JPYrUX MYyKUMHAX, KENABIIMX €€, Ha 9TOT pa3 JEeHUBO Momyai. Boz-
MOXHO, rpyoocTh Hukonass He naBamm Ajieuke paccinadutbes. OQHAKO, OOVH pa3 OHHM BCE-TaKU
COEIMHWIM CBOM Tejia B JIIOOOBHOM TOpbIBe. B 3TOT neHb Ajieuka ObUta pacciadiieHa XOpOIIUM
BUHOM, npuHecéHHBIM Hukomnaem. C Tex nop TpakTOpUCT Kak B BOLy KaHyisl. 1 BOT Teneps. ..

— Hy 4ro, nonro MHe xaaTh, HAKOHeL? — HayaJsl TepATh Teprnenue Hukomnaid.

— Ceitvac, ceituac, Konb, mogoxam, — Ajist TMXOPaIOYHO METHYJIACh K KPOBATH.

— Caneuka, Musbiid, TeOe Hamo yxonuTh! C Hukomaem 1y Tku mioxu!

— TeGe yrposxaet onacHocTb?! — Bcrpenenyscst CaHek.

— Her, urto TbI, cO MHOW Bce OyzeT B MOpsIKE — BCIUIECHYNIA pyKamMH AJieuka, — OMacHOCTh
yrpoxaet Tebe! Hemennenno yxonu! OpeBaiicsi u 6erv oTciofia uepes 3aJHUN BXO.

Canék HavaJ cyIopOXHO HATATUBATh IITaHbl. Ha Xomy 3acTéruBasi HIIMPUHKY, MApeHb BHIOEKAT
Ha YJMILy, HO PEeIlvI He YXOOUTh, eMy HEOOXOAMMO ObLIO 3HATh, YTO OyAET JaJIbIle C ero JIOOUMO
JKEHIIMHOM, ¥ BOBPEMsI BMEIIaThCsI B XOJ COOBITUH, ecii MoTpedyeTcss. CaHEK MPUTAMIICS 3a IBEPHIO.

— Hy u4ro, erosza, Megumib? — He yHUMasicsi Hukomnaid, — MHe 4TO, 1BEpb BbLJIOMATh UTO JiK?
S mory!

— 4 yxe oTKpbIBalO, — BCIIOJIOMINIACH AJIA.

B cymaroxe Ajeuka Tak U ocTajgach B HAKUHYTOM Iav Ha OOHaXEHHOM Tesie. OTKPBIB IBEPb,
JKEHINMHA TToriMaJIa Ha ceOe yAMBIIEHHBIN, a 3aTeM Ka/IHBIA CIIaIiaBblil B30I HUKoMast, U TyT Hako-
Hell [TOHsJIa, YTO MOYTH HE OfIETa.

— A...,— npotsinyn Hukonaii, — BCE MOHATHO... a 51 YK XOTeJl yOUBaTh TBOETO JIOOOBHUKA. A
TBI TPOCTO MOATOTABIMBAIACH K BCTPEUe CO MHOM, rpasja’?

— Jla, KOHeuHO, — 3acTaBmiia ceOst YIbIOHYThCsT Anst. OHa Gecriokomiachk 0 OeTHOM MaJbUKKe,
Y €l HUYEro He OCTaBajoCh AejaTh, Kak MPUHATDH ycJIoBUs Urpsl Hukomnas.

— Hy torna, He OymemM MeIUTh, — C skapoM MpousHéc Hukomai u nmopcTynmics K Ajieuke.

— Hy 41O ThI, NOAOK 1M HEMHOTO, — AJIe COBEPILIEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh JAae nmpuKacarbcs K Huko-
Jaio.
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— A 4ero xpaarb-T0, — yauBwicsa Kons, — Tel %k cama 3TOro Xoresa: BOH KaK HapsiAWIach-To.
W s ommbaock? — ¢ Mogo3peHreM OCMOTPEI Ha JKEHIIMHY OH, — MOXeT ObITh Thl CTapasiach He
i MeHs? — Bo B3rIsAe Hukonas Hapacrana spocTh.

— Her, Het, — nocrienmia ycroKOUTh MYKUMHY AJisl, — IPOCTO s He OKUAAIA OT TeOs TaKkou
TIPBITH.

— Bpocs, ppidka Most. Hy 1aHO, XBaTUT SI3bIKOM MOJIOTh, TIOPA MIEPEXOAUTD K AENTY, — C STUMHU
cnoBamu KoJist cxBaTuit B oxanky AJieuky, COBEpIIEHHO He 00paliasi BHMMaHUs Ha e€ OypHOe COnpo-
THBJICHUE, Y TIOBTHJICSI BMECTE C Hell Ha KPOBaTh. 3aTeM MYKYHMHA CTaJI CYI0POKHO JIOBUTh T'yOaMU
AJeYKUHBI TYOBI, yAePKUBAsI TP TOM JIATOHSAMU €€ TOIOBY. AJIsl K30 BCEX CHJT IBITAJIACh BHIPBATHCS
W3 LENKUX 00bpsaThi Hukomasn, oHa oTOMBaIach OT HA30MJIMBOIO JTI0OOBHMKA YEM TOJIBKO OBLIO BO3-
MOHO: PyKaMu, HOTaMH, €€ TeJIO U3BUBAJIOCH, TIBITAsICh COPOCUTH € ceOs HeKEeJIAaHHOTO JTIOOOBHUKA.
OnHaKo MPOTUBOCTOSITH €ro rpy0oil cuiie ObLIIO OueHb HerpocTo. JKeHIIHa efie caepkuBaia B cede
KPUK O TIOMOIIH, 00sICh, UYTO MOXET MOCTpaaaTh HeBUHHBIN CaHeuka, KOTOPHIA, BOZMOXKHO, elIE He
ycren Aajieko oToitu ot e€ noma. Ho B To Bpems, korma Hukonaii, HakoHell, oByiajien e€ ryoamu,
Y OHa OIIyTWJAa HE TOJbKO 3alax, HO M OTBPATUTENbHBII MPUBKYC Ieperapa ¢ MoMechio 3JI0BOH-
HOTO YECHOKA, €€ HepBbl HE BBIIEPKAIM, U OHA MPOH3UTENbHO 3akpuuana: «lloxap!!!». [Touemy-
TO UMEHHO 3TO y)Kacalolllee CJIOBO FOPTaHHBIM BOIUIEM BBIPBAJIOCh U3 €€ rpyau. BeposTHo, B 3Ty
CaMyl0 MUHYTY OHa BCIIOMHMJIA COBETHI [ICUXOJIOTOB MO 3aLIUTE OT HACUJIBHUKOB. OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH
Huikonaii oTIpsiHyI ¥ CTall paccestHHO O3UPaThCsi BOKPYT. AJIeUKa BOCIOIb30BAIACH OJ1arorpusiTHHIM
MOMEHTOM, BHIPBAJIACh U3 OCIA0EBIINX OOBSATHIA rOpe-HACUIbHIKA, KHHYJIACh K BBIXO/LY M CTPEMIJIaB
MYCTHJIACh B OOBATHS HOUHOHM TeMHOTHI. OHa Oekasa, He OIJIsi/IbIBasICh, TIOKA He HATKHYJIACh Ha IBEPb
B capail, TYT e pBaHysa e€ Ha ce0si, BOexkasa B MOMEIleHUe U ObICTPO 3aKpbUIa IBEPh HA 3aCOB,
3a0uy1ach B Yroj capasi U IpUTamiach, Kak MBIIIKA.

UYepes kakoe-To BpeMsl OHa yCIIbllaja TPOMKHE MY>KCKHE roj10ca, BCKOPE MOCBIILIAICS TITyXOn
yZiap 1 MocJie I0Jroro, JeASHSIIEero QyIry MOTJYaH!s], TUIIMHA pa3pasuiack OpaHHBIM BoruteM Huko-
nas. B gyme y Anu noxonozeno, ¢ HeoOphIM MPeIIyBCTBHEM OHA BHIOPAIach U3 CBOETO YKPBITUS
U, MOIIAThIBAsICh, HA BAaTHBIX HOTaX, MOIUIENACh K SMUIICHTPY 3JI0CYACTHBIX cOoObITU. To, YTO OHA
yBUjIena, OBepIio e€ B oleneHeHne. Ha 3emuie jexan Oe3apXxaHHbIA AJIeKCaHAp, a BO3JE HEro, C
JIoNaTo B pyKax, cros1 HuKkomai ¢ KakuM-To OTpelIEHHBIM B3IJIAAOM. AJieuka OeCIIOMOIIHO PyX-
HyJIa Ha KosieHu niepen; CaHeukol, OOHsIa ero U 0e3yAepKHO 3apblaia, YyTKHYBIIUCH B €r0 IPy/b.
TyT oHa movyBcTBOBa/IA Ha cebe ero ciadoe JIpIXaHue H, B3IsSHYB Ha Koomio, npormumnena oceBImm
rosiocoM: «OH AbIIAT emmig. .. Thl 9T0, yOUTH €ro Xoten?»

—Her, yto THI... S1 He xOTeN. .. DTO OH. .. OH POCTO HA MEH4. .. C JIONATOM. .. S He paccuurai. ..
— pactepstHHO OopmoTan Hukomnaii.

— 3auem?... Yto Tenepb... — AJid MBITANACh COCPEJOTOUUTHLCS, — HA/I0 CPOYHO B OOJBHUILY
ero... HyxHa mammHa. .. cpo4Ho. ..

Hukonaii ctosi1 He 11eI0XHYBIIUCD.

— Ha gto Th1... OuHKCH Tl HakOHeII! Thl MEHSI CIBIIUIIIL? — AJIS IPUTIUIA B ceOs U MOMBITANIACh
paciieBesMTh 3acthiBiero Hukomas.

—Jla... ma... HaJo 4TO-TO AeNaTh. ..

— Taxk nenaii ke, HakoHel! — AJist BCKOUMJIa Ha HOTH, cxBaTuiia Hukonas 3a rpyaku v NpUHsIIach
CYJOPOKHO TPSICTH €rO0.

Hukonaii cran nocteneHHo BBIXOOUTh U3 COCTOSIHUS OLIETIEHEHUS.

— Hy nagno, xBatut MeHs Tpsict, aypa! Be€ us-3a Tebds, Kypuila, mpousolnio. Bee 6enpt Ha
3eMJIe M3-3a KEHIWH. .., — Hukonail oTTOnKHYN OT ceOsi AJIEBTHHY, HO HE PacCUMTal CBOM CHJIBL:
AJs onATh OUyTUJIACh Ha 3eMile Bo3iie CaHeuKu.

— Ax, Boxe moit! Yto *ke 1ol genaemb, u3sepr! [Ipuan x Tol B cedst! — Aneuka Obuia B oT4a-
STHUU.
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— JlagHo, AJbKa, yCIOKOWCs1! Y MeHsI jke COTOBBIN JJOJKeH ObITh, ceiuac mocMoTpio, — Hukomaii
1oJie3 B KapMaH CBOMX OPIOK, JIOJTO IIAPUJI TaM U HAKOHeIl BBy TeseoH. — AJIbKa, Kak HaOpaThb
ckopyto nomots? 03 yro ym? Tak.., YTO-TO HE TSAHET. ..

— Honb momonHuTeIbHO HaOepH: HOJb-HOJb-TPH, MOHSI? — BOCKJIMKHY/IA AJIbKa U PyXHYyJa
roJIOBOM Ha rpyab OecriomoriHoro CaHbKa.
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I'nmaBa 3

Anedka yxe JBe HE[eM He BbIXOQMIa U3 OOJIbHULIBI, YXaXK1Bas 3a apHeM, HECMOTps Ha Oyp-
HbIE€ MIPOTECTHI €r0 POACTBEHHUKOB. CaHsl NMEpEeHEC OUEeHb TSKENYI0 ONEpalyio, Bpaul B OyKBaJlb-
HOM CMBbICTIe OOpONUCh 3a ero ku3Hb. OIHAKO, HECMOTPSI Ha BCE MX YCWIIMsI, pe3YJbTaT OKa3acs
BEChbMa IUIaueBHBIM: (DYHKIIMM MO3ra He ObLIM JI0 KOHIIAa BOCCTaHOBJIEHBI, U CaHsl He TOJIBKO MaMsATH
JIMUIAJICA, HO M, MATKO roBopsi, yMa. OH BEN ceOsl Ha YPOBHE JBYXJIETHETO peOEHKA, eMy OlleBaJIM
MaMIIepChl, ¥ Aaxe KOPMUTb €ro MPUXOJUIIOCH C JIOKEUKH.

Mo dakty n36meHns ¢ THKETBIMU MOCIEACTBUAMH OBUIO BO30YKAEHO YTOJIOBHOE AENO. AJS
BBICTYIIAJIa B poJiv cBUAeTeNs. To, YTo MpUIILIOCh €l IEpekUTh U Bpary He noxesaenis! Bee 3Tu MHO-
TOKpaTHblE OOBSICHEHUs1, ONTMCAHUE MHTUMHBIX IOAPOOHOCTEH, YHU3UTEIbHBIE BOIPOCH U YXMBUIKH
ciiefioBaresisl IPUBOJMIIM €€ B YKaCHOE COCTOSIHUE OTBEPKEHHOH U OIJIEBAHHOW JKEHIIMHbI, KOTOPOU
HeT onpapjaHus. K Tomy ke, eil He y Koro 0bUI0 MCKaTh 3aluThl. HUKoMai ke Kak B BOLY KaHyll, OH
cOexalt cpasy ke nocie norpy3ku teja Canu B MauimHy «CKOpO MOMOIIW», a BIIOCJIEACTBUU €r0
OOBSBIJIMA B PO3BICK. AJie ke MPHIIIIOCh JaTh MOANKCKY O HEBbIe3[e, a 10 HOYaM I'OpPbKO IUIAKaTh B
MOIYIIKY, COXaJles] O CIOMaHHOM CyIbOe MaJbuMKa M O CBOEH HECUACTHOM JI0Te.

KoneuHo, manHOe cOOBITHE €I A0Ir0 OBUIO MPEAMETOM PAa3HOOOPA3HBIX CIUIETEH, CIIOPOB M
ciyxoB. Kaxaplii ieHb MM AJIEBTUHBI HE CXOMJIO C YCT Hapoja, OypHO MONMBasCh rpa3bio. beanas
’KEHIIIMHA HEe MOTJIa BBIITH Ha YJIUITY, Be/Ib €/1Ba 3aBUIEB €€, KaJblii HOPOBUJI KAKMUM-JIO0 00pa3oM
YUIEMUTB, NOAETD €€. «BeapMar», «cTepBax», «ralHa» — HECJI0Ch €l BAOTOHKY, @ HEKOTOPbIE IIPOCTO
MOJTYa TUIeBAJIM e B ciell. AJIEBTHHA CTapasiach Jlake B MarasuH He XOIUTh BO M30eXaHUe HETpH-
ATHBIX TocnencTBuil. Ho Gonbiie Bcero oHa 6osiiack BeTpeTuth MaTh CaHeukd. .. [Toce ns3Bectust
O CIIyuYMBIIEMCsI OHA HAJOJITO Clerfia, Jaxke B OOJNBHUILY HEe CMOIJIA TpreXaTh HABECTUTh CHIHOUKA.
IMocne Toro, kak CaHio BeIIUCAIN U3 OOJIBHULIBI, KAKHE-TO HEBEJOMbIE CUJIbl TIOJHSIIM €€ C IOCTeNH,
¥ OHA C 3aBU/IHBIM YIIOPCTBOM IPHHSIACH YXaKUBATh 32 CBIHOM KaK 332 MaJIEHbKUM PEOEHKOM.

Kazanock Obl, Ha cynpOe AJIEBTHHBI MOKHO OBLIO MOCTAaBUTh KPECT, HO OIHAXKIBl B CEJIO Ha
MIOCTOSTHHOE MECTO JKMTEJIbCTBA MPUEXal OAUH A0CTATOYHO MPEAN PUMMUUBbIN (hepMep-KUBOTHOBO/,.
OH ObUT IPOCTO 3aBOPOKEH KPacoTON AJIEBTHUHBI M, HECMOTPSI Ha CIIyXH, KOTOpbIE XO/IMJIU TIO Cely,
NIPEAJIOKIII el CBOM pyKy M cepaue. Hano ckasare, uto CtenaH, Tak 3Baiu depmepa, ObUT HE OUYEHb
xopotu co6oii. MajieHbKOro pocTa, NIyTIJICHbKUI, HAUMHAIOIIHH JILICETh MYKUMHA 0COOOT0 BOCTOpra
y AJIEBTUHBI HE BBI3BIBAJ M HA €T0 3aBEPEHNsI B JTIOOBU, KaK HU CTPaHHO, OHa OTBETHJIa He cpasy. Ho,
paccyauB, AJIEBTHHA MOHSJIA, YTO 3[€Ch €l OO0JIbIlle HUYEro He CBETUT, M COIJIACUIIACh BBIATH 3aMYy XK.

He ycnienu ceirpats cBaap0y, Kak MyXKeHEK, 3Hasl ee MaJIKyI0 K MyKUMHaM HaTypy, CTaJ HOIMpo-
CTY 9KCILTyaTupoBaTh ee. OH CumTal1, 4To eCyv ee 3arpy3uTh paboToM, OHA He Oy/IeT CMOTPETh HAJIEBO.
[Monauaity Tak OHO 1 ObLTO. AJIEBTHHA YyBCTBOBasIA ceOsi BUHOBATOM Iepe]] MyXKeM 3a CBOE MPOIILIOE,
TeM OoJiee UTO Ha ceJle IOBOJIbHO-TAaKM 4acTo €My B Ila3a TOBOPHJIM, YTO OHA I1LTI0Xa, a CTenaH Bceraa
3aIlMIIal ee U 1aBaJl pe3KUil OTIIOp BCEM, KTO OCMENIMBAJICA Tak ee HasbiBaTh. HO, B KOHILIE KOHIIOB,
He JIOIIa/Ib e OHa — MaxaTh W30 JIHA B JIeHb 0e3 oTapixa! AJleBTHHA cTajla {yMaTh, KakK 3aMaciuTh
Myx)eHbKa. U npunymaia. . .

OpHax/Ipl OHa MPUTOTOBUJIA €My OYeHb BKYCHbIA yxkMH. Kcratu roBopsi, roTOBUTb AJsl He
OYeHb-TO JIIOOWIIA, ¥ BKYCHO y Hee MoTydyaiock He Beerga. Ho Ha 3ToT pa3 oHa mpeB3oliuia camy ceosl.
Hakopmuiia MyxuKa, Jajla BBIIUTh XOPOLIETO I'PY3MHCKOIO BUHA W, YBUAEB HAKOHELl €ro J00psle,
cJIerKa 3aTyMaHEeHHbIE OUYM, IIPOM3HECA BIOJITOIOCa:

— Cremnymika, JOpOroi, MOXHO ¢ TOOOH MOrOBOPUTH?

— Bansii! A TeI ceromHs Mosnozen, nocrapaiack. Bor Obl Bcerna Tak roToBuiia, LEeHs! Obl TeOe
He ObLI0!

AneBTHHA pa3pyMsIHIIIACh: HE KaK/Iblil IEHb CIIBIIIUILD TIOXBATY OT MYXa.
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— Cnacu6o, goporoit. 51 BOT 4to xouy Tede mpeaiokuTh. [IoHuma, 4To Mbl XOTETN OTJIOKHUTD
9TO JIeJI0 Ha ONMKalIve Tpy roaa, Ho. ..

— Kakoe Takoe neno, nypexa?

— Tbl moHUMaeIb, BpeMsi UfeT, s CTapero. ...

— la 4ero ThI OonTaeIIb, KaKasi CTapoCTh?

— Ho s tak mHoro padoraro. ..

— MHoro pa6otaenib? § Obl Tak He CKazal... A JydIe, eciy Obl THI 10 MYyKUKaM Xoauia?

AJist XoTena BOSMYTHTBCS, HO cAepkaia ceOsi, POIJIOTHB CJIOBA MYy’Ka KaK TOPbKYIO MUITIONIO.

— Ha uaro o1, CTenymika, 51 qaxe He gymaio 00 3tom! [TpocTo jkeHIHA He TOKHA ce0sl CUITbHO
3arpyskarh TSKeJIOH padoToM, MHAUYe OHAa He CMOKET POIUTh 30POBOTO peOeHKa.

— AX, BOT OHO 4TO... Jla Kakas Thl JK€HII[MHA, ThI — Oa0a!

Ha sToT pa3 ona 1axe BOZMYTHThCSI ObLIA HE B CUJIAX, IIPOCTO CJIE3bI MOJIMJIKCH U3 713 OT OOHIbI
TaK, YTO OCTAHOBUTH MX OBUIO MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO. TyT CTenaH MoHs1, 4To COONTHYJI JIMIITHEE.

— Hy nagno, He mutaub, ycrokoucsi. AJjisi, Befib 51 M He Jymasl oOuieTh Tebs1, IPOCTO XOTeN CKa-
3aTh, YTO ThI He 0OeseHa 310poBbeM, CraBa Bory! A Thl, Kak 5 MOHSLI, XOUeIllb PEJIOKUTh 3aBECTH
HaM peOeHka?

AJIs1 TONBKO OOMAKEHHO BCXJIMITBIBAJIA.

— IIpekpatu peBers, ceituac xke. 3Haelllb, YTO 51 TEPIETh He MOTY JKEHCKHUX CJIe3.

AJbKa TYT Xe TepecTaia IUIakaTh, a TO, Yero JoOpOro, pasosivilb MYykKHKa, a 9TO cefyac
Hekcrat. A Crenas, ovecas 3aThUIOK, CKa3all:

— Hy nagHo, g nogymao. ..

Hemnoro nopasmbiciuB, CtenaH MmpuIien K BHIBOAY O TOM, 4TO peOeHKa 3aBecTH ObLIO Obl,
B TIPUHIIHIE, HE TUIOXO, Ja U AJibKe 3a00T Obl TpUOaBUIIOCH, He OyleT 0 Mykukax aymarb. C Tex
nop AJIeBTHHA He Tieperpyxaia cedst paboToil. My HaHsUI il MOMOITHUITY, KEHIIUHY JIET COPOKa,
KOTOPOH HYKHBI ObLTH A€HBI'M (2 KOMY OHH He HykHbI?). M Tak Kak B cesie HaiiTh paboTy CJI0KHOBATO,
€CJIM He CKa3aTh — MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO, TO U paboTasia OHa, He MoKIaaas pyk. Kazanock, 4To Ku3Hb
CTaJla HAJIQ)KUBATHCS.

Ho nipomien ron, apyroi, a nereit Bce He Obiio. Tyt yxk Crenad, KOTOpOMY MPOYHO 3acesna
MBICTTb O peOeHKe, CTal HEepBHUYATh, HAYAJIMCh YIIPEKHU U CKaHIAJIBI.

— D70 BCE M3-3a TBOMX MOXOKACHUH, CyUyKa Thl JpaHast!

AJst yxe ycTasa oT yIpeKOB U OCKOPOIICHUN Myka.

— Jla, a ThI, KO3eJ TPYXJISABBIN, caM Oe3rpeliieH, 4to jm? Thl MeHs ONpeKaelb BCe BpeMsl, Kak
OyaTo 51 B 4eM-To niepe]] ToOOi BUHOBaTa. Bce MoM rpexul B poIiom, s Te0e HU pasy He U3MEHsIa.
A He ymaenib JIv Thl, 4TO JIeJIO He BO MHe, a B Te0e?

CrenaH OCYMTaN 3TO OCKOPOJIIEHHWE HUXKE CBOETO JIOCTOMHCTBA M CO BCErO pa3Maxy BIIETIHT
AJbKe ToITIeurHy. AJIeBTHHA, HECYACTHAS, OTJIETesNIa 91aK METPOB Ha ISITh B YTOJI KOMHATHI, CheXH-
Jlach BCSL OT OOMM M KaJIOCTH K caMoi cede, a 3aTeM TrOpbKO-Tperopbko 3aruiakana. OHa v Tak He
OYEHb-TO JIIOOMJIAa MYy*ka, a Terepb MOCIeHSs Karis TeIJIoro 4yBCTBa MCMapuilach, Kak BOJa Ha pac-
KaJIEHHOU cKkoBopozke. C Tex Mop OHM JOJITO HE pa3rOBapUBAIIH JAPYT C APYroM. AJIbKa XOTenla yxe
YUATH OT My’a, HO HAMOC/IE/IOK Pellnia POBEPUTh, BUHOBATA JIM OHA B TOM, YTO Y HUX HET JIETeil.
[NepeOpana B MBICTISIX BCEX 3HAKOMBIX MYKHUKOB ¥ PEIlIiIa OCTAHOBUTHCS HA OJHOM U3 HUX, MOJIOZIOM
1 kpacuBoM. CoOIa3HUTD €ro Tpyaa He cocTaBmiio. Tem Ooree, Bcst MyKCKasi IOJIOBUHA Cella TOUMJIa
3y0 Ha Ctenana. Bo-miepBbIX, 3a TO, 4TO OH OOraue ux, BO-BTOPBIX, 32 TO, UTO y HEro KpacaBuIa —
’KeHa, C KOTOPOU OH He XOTeJl ¢ HUMH JIeJIMTLCS, HY U BOOOIIE OH ObUT UyKaKOM JIJIs1 HUX.

UYepe3 kakoe-To BpeMsi AJIeBTUHA yXke TOUHO 3Haja: oHa OepemenHa! Ho 4to ke Temneps eit
nenath? Y3HaB NpaBay, MyX U yOUTh ee MoxeT. Ho ecnu maxe He yObeT, TO YK TOUHO OPOCHT Ha
Mpou3BOJI CyAbObL. M Ha Kakue rpoiy oHa OyJeT KuTh, 1a elle ¢ MaJleHbkuM pederkom?! ITomymas
HEMHOT'0, OHA pellnIa MOMUPUTHLCS C MyKeM, M Kak MOKHO ObicTpee! Ho 3To ObUTO HE Tak-TO MPOCTO.
Ha pa3zHble TaM %eHCKHe YJIOBKM OH He TOJJIaBaJICS], KOT/ia ObLT HE B HACTPOSHUH. A KaK eMy MOIHSTh
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HACTPOEHUE, €C/IM BOT yXke TPH Mecslla OH XOAWI Kak B BOLY OMyIIeHHbI? «MoXeT, OMsiTh CraceT
BKYCHBIN YkMH ¥ BUHO? Hasto monpoOoBats. ..»,— pemmia ais ceost Ajs.

Beuepom keHIMHA B HETEpIieHWM HaOM0faNa, KaKk MYyXK YIUIETAaeT YKHH, a 3aT€M BBIITMBAET
BUHO. OH IpUIIacuil €€ BBIIMUTh BMECTE C HUM, M 'y HEe€ MOsIBUIACh UCKpa Hagexbl. [locie BeimmTon
PIOMKU AJIbKY 3BEPCKH 3aTOIIHUIIO, HO OHA PEIINJIa JepKaThCs 10 MOCIEAHETO.

— 3Haemb, AnbKa, 1aBHO XoTen Tebe cka3arh,— TyT CTenaH HamuI ceOe elle BUHA B CTaKaH U
3aJITIOM BBITTHJL.

« HTepecHo, 4To OH cobupaeTcst MHe cka3aTh? HaBepHsKa XO4eT MpeasIoKUTh YIaAuTh HallK
OTHOITIEHU | », — 0OpagoBaIach AJs.

— 41 ponro gyman Haji 3THM BOIIPOCOM... M PeIIuI... pa3dexarbcsi ¢ ToOou... Hy, HuKak He
KJientcs y Hac... [la eme nereid HeT. Bein Obl peOeHOK, MOXeT, Bce ObUIO Obl TIO-JIPyroMy, a Tak...

AJbKa CJIOBHO Iy XOJIOAHBIN NpuHsia. Heyxenu Bce notepsHo?

— Crénouka, 10poroi, He crieny. .. Beap Thl JIIOOUIIL MeHsI, TTpaBaa?

— Panbine mo6wu, He criopio. Jlaxke o4eHb JIIOOWI, TIPOCTO TOJIOBY MOTEPSUT OT JIIOOBH. A ceil-
yac... YTo-1o 000pBaioch. ..

— Ho muI ¢ ToO01 ObUTH B cCcOpe. A ceiiyac, MOCMOTPH, YKe pasroBaprBaeMm. JlaBaii BCE HAUHEM
c Havana!?

— Jlerko cka3ars. .. Her, 3T0 BCE CIMILIKOM IPUMUTHUBHO: C Hauasa HayaTh. .. Hy a yro nanbiie?
B o6mmiem, Ha3zag qoporu HeT, Bce KOHUYeHO. S1 He Jooimo Teds!

[Nocne Takux coB AJibKa XOTelsla pa3peBeThesl, HalaBaTh €My IMOIIEUMH, BOOOIIE MOKOJIOTUTh
ero... Ho uro Ob1 310 mano? [a Hudero... A eii Hamo ObUIO BO YTO ObI TO HU CTaJIO0 COOIa3HUTD €T0.

— 3HAuUT y HAC CErofiHs MPOUIAJIbHBIN YKUH?

— Hy, Bpoze Toro... — npsiya mia3a oT NpUCTAJILHOTO B3IVIsAAA KeHbl, TpousHeEc CrenaH.

— Tak maBaii ke 10Be/IEM ero J10 KOHIIA. . .,— C STUMH CJIOBaMHU OHa OpoCHIIach K HEMY B OOBSTHS,
MIPUHSIACh 11€JI0BaTh €ro, OMHOBPEMEHHO opoinas ciezamu. CTenaH cHavaa cjerka OTTajlKuBall eg,
HO ITPOTUB AJIEUKMHBIX JIACK €IlIE€ HU OAMH MYXKUYMHA HE YCTOSI. ..

OHM HacIaIWIIUCh IPYT JPYTOM, a 3aTeM CIIOKOMHO YCHYJIU, OOHSIBIIHUCS.

[IpocHynack Ajbka B OTJIMYHOM HACTPOEHHUM: OHA JOOMIIACh TOTO, YEero XOTelia Buepa Oosblie
Bcero Ha cBete. Tereppb Bc€ TOIKHO ObITh Xopoio. Ctenana He 66110 JomMa. Ho 310 Ao He HacTopo-
’KMJI0, OH YacTO PaHo ye3kaJl U3 IoMa M0 KaKUM-TO CBOMM JieJlaM, KOTOpbIE MaJIO MHTEPECOBAIH €€.
Hy uto0 %), Tenepp Hajio nmocrapaTbcsl yroauTh MyKy. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa mpurotoBmia BeJIMKOJIETHBIN
TOPT, KOTOPHIH yaaics Ha peakoctb. Ho Ctenan He npuién Hu Ha o0ell, HA Ha yxuH. Ero He Obu10
TpU Mecsila. .. begHas KeHIIMHA BCSl M3BEJIach, 1a K TOMY ke Y He€ ObUT CUIIbHBIA TOKCHKO3.

Koraa on mpuinen, Asst KMHy/Iach eMy Ha I1elo, Kpruda B KaKoM-TO Oe3yMHOM TIOpPBIBE:

— Te1 BepHynca? Tol BepHysics HaBcerga? 51 He 3HaJIa, YTO U AyMarh. ..

Crenan yopast e€ pyku cO CBOMX TIeY.

— IIpocth, eciu MOXelllb, HO 5 HAILIEN APYIYIO KEHIIUHY U YXOXKY K HEH.

V Anbku Bc€ BHYTpH 000pBaIOCh.

—Ho ..., 1 — 6epemenHa, — nporenTtaia Ajsi, OXBaYeHHAas! yAyIUIMBON BOJHOM.

— [la... HO 3TO He YOUBJISIET MEHS, BeJlb 5 TaK JOJITO OTCYTCTBOBAI. .., — C TOPbKOW YXMBLIKOW
nipomonBui Crenas.
— Ho 310 TBOW peOeHOK. ..,— AJist ObLIa B TTOJTHOM OTYasTHUU.

— 51 He yBepeH B 3TOM! — ¢ OTPEIEHHBIM BUAOM 3asIBUJI MYyKUMHA.

— la kak T MOXemb Tak roBoputh! Thl ke oueHb XOoTen peOEHka! — Ans chenana mar
HaBCTpEUy MYXKY, CJIETKa KOCHYJIaCh €ro PyKHM B HaJIeXK[E, UTO BO/S B €r0 JIMUYHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO,
OHa cyMmeeT yOeUTh ero B CBOEH IpaBoTe.

— Xorer..., Ho cBoero! — Crenad NOCMOTPEI Ha KeHY MIOMYTHEBILIMM, TSKEIbIM B3IVISIOM.

VY Anpku Havanack ucrepuka. OHa Bonwiia, Tomajga Horamu, Opocaiach Ha CrenaHa ¢ Kyrna-
kamu. [Totom noBanmack Ha MOJ M CTaja UCTOLIHO KPUYaTh, CKAB KyJIaKu J0 XpycTa B KOCTSIX.
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Ho Bce e€ crapanus npusieds K cebe BHUMaHue U couyBcTBHe CTenaHa He MPUBENH K XKeJlaeMOMYy
pe3yibTrary. E€ Myx cTosi 1 paBHOAYITHO HAOMIOAAT 3a TeM, KaK OHa OECUTCS, HA OIMH MYCKYJI He
APOTHYI Ha ero juie. «Kakas oHa cTpariHasi», — TOJIbKO U rogymMan oH. Bpocus B3risin Ha Ctenana u
YBUJIEB €TO MOJTHOE PABHOAYIINE K CBOMM MaHUMYJISAIMAM, AJbKa pellinia U3MEHUTh TakTUKy. OHa
BCTaJ1a, YMbLJIACh, BHIMJIA TP TAONETKU BAIEPhSIHKM U HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJIAC.

3areM MojoIUIa K MyXKy U CTajla MOJlYa CMOTPETh Ha HETO.

— Hy 4ro, oksiemanack? — xononHo cripocuis Crenas.

— Tol mHe ckaxu, Cténa, noueMy Bc€ Tak BbiLIO? [Touemy Thl He Bepuib MHe? [louemy Thi
HE BEpUIIIb, YTO 51 OepeMeHHa OT TeOs1?

— Jla 3Haemb Jim, MOJ cejia ye TOBOPUT O TOM, YTO THI Iepecnana ¢ MUIIKOM.

— I'mynoctu! Thl e paHblile HUKOTO HE Ciyiat!

— DT0 OBUIO paHbIIE. ..

AJbKa onATh 4yTh OBUIO HE YJapHiIach B UCTEPHKY, HO, BCIOMHUB O €r0 XOJIOJAHOCTH, Pl
CHOepKaThCA. . .

— A THI, IOZTIEN, JABHO BCE 3ayMaJl, U KEHIIUHY 3aBEN JaBHO, He Tak Jin? To-To s cMoTpio,
OH BCE XO3SIICTBO pacnpofal. A s-To, aypa, AyMaia, 4To OH IJisl Halllel CeMbU CTapaeTcsl. . .

— Kopogy s te6e ocraBui! Byzet, yeM KOpMUTh peOEHKA.

— Hy cnacu6o tebe, noporoii! — ¢ capkasmMoMm B Tojioce mpousHecia AJls.

— He Gecrniokoiics, alMMEHTHI s TeOe MIaTuTh Oydy, He MPOoMNajiETe.

Bckope Ha cet nosiusiack Jlapka. B ceugerensctse o poxaennn CternaH 3HauUMICs €€ OTLOM.
dopmanbHO OH Tpu3HAT JIapouky cBOei 10Yepbio, HO TIO )KU3HHM OHA HE BBI3BIBAJIA Y HETO HUKAKUX
OTIIOBCKMX UyBCTB. HaBepHOe, OH Tak U He MOBEPUJI B CBOE POJACTBO C HEeW. AJIMMEHTHI OH AEHCTBH-
TEJIbHO UCTIPABHO BBICHUIA U IOBOJIbHO-TAKM HEMaJible. AJIEBTHHA CTapajiach TPATUTh UX S9KOHOMHO,
OOJBIIYIO YacTh OTKJIaAbBaIa. OIHAKO, KOTIa JOUKe UCMIOIHIIIOCH Ba TOfla, OHa coOpasia Bce CBOU
cOepexeHus1, mpoJaia KOpoBy, IOM U McCUe3/ia B HEM3BECTHOM HAIpaBJIeHUH, ocTaBuB Jlapouky Ha
nioneyeHun 0adyIku. AneBTHHA ObUTa B IPOXJIAJHBIX OTHOIIEHHIX CO CBOEH MaTepblo, HO OT BHYUKH
Ta HE OTKAa3aJ1ach, 1axe 00paoBagach BOZMOKHOCTY MCIPABUTh OIIMOKY, JOMYIIEHHYIO B BOCIIMTA-
HUM cBoet nouepu. A CTenaH craj nepevrcisTh AeHbI'M Ha cOeperatesbHyI0 KHUKKY Oa0yIIKy.

HukTo He 3HaeT, Kak OHa CMOIJIa 3TOTO I0OMTHCSI, HO BCKOpE AJIs BBIIIUIA 3aMY>K 32 HHOCTPAHIIA
U yexasa ¢ HUM B AMepuKy. Bpsi i oHa ckazasia emy O CyIIeCTBOBaHMM MaTepy U I0YepH, HO UHO-
raa AJisi BhIChUIAJIA IM TTOAAPKH 110 MEXJyHapOqHOM route. JleBouka 04eHb pa1oBasiach, KOraa moiy-
yaja ux, a 6abyIiika Bceraa rjiakania... Bckope mocie okoH4aHMs KOk, Oadyimka Jlapsl Tskeno
3abonena u ymepia. CBeTMHa MaMa HacTaMBasa Ha TOM, 4ToObl Jlapoyka kujla ¢ HUIMU, HO pa3Be
MOHO OBLIO YTOBOPUTH TOPAYIO IEBYIIKY CTaTh HaXJICOHUIIeH? ...
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I'naBa 4

HNcropwuio o Jlapunoi matepu CBeTka 3Haja M BCerja skasena nogpyry. Benps cama oHa noszHana
noopoty u 3a00Ty cBoeil Matepu, a BoT Jlapa — Het. XoTs oTell MX ToXe OPOCHII TIOYTH Cpasy Mocie
poxaenuss Anapromky. Hamen ce6e momnonyio, kpacusyio. [Torom, npasja, mpuxoaui K Mame Mpo-
LIEHUsA MTPOCUTh, XOTEJ BEPHYThCS, MOJIONYXa-TO €My pora Hacraswia... Ho Mama He cMmoria ero
npoctuth. «M BOT Temeph MHe MPUAETCS e€ OPOCUTh?» — MydmIach yrpeiseHusIMEA coBect CBerta.
«OHa Befib TaK cTapajiach paJu Hac ¢ AHIPIOIIKOM, paboTaa, He OKJIaast pyK, XBaTaach 3a Jo0ylo,
Jaxe camylo HeMpHUATHYIO paboTy, JIUIIb Obl MBI C AHAPIOIIKON OBUTH CBHITHI, OETHI, OOYTHI. A, MOXET
ObITh, OHA BCE e COMIACUTCS MOeXaTh CO MHOM ?» — MEJIbKHYJIa TeHb HAaJeK/Ibl Y JeBYIIKH, HO TYT
ke ucuesna. «Her, HaBpsix u, oHa xe ropaasi. [la 1 cMOXeT 1 OHa BCE OPOCHTH BOT TaK BOT, cpazy?
Ho s o0s3atenbHo noexy! Uto MHe AenaTh B 9TOM AbIpe, B 3TOM JiepeBHe, Kak cka3aia Jlapka. OHa,
JIMca, 3HaJIa, 4TO s MPOCTO HEHABUKY, KOIa MOM JIOM POJHOM Ha3bIBAIOT «IEPEBHEWN», 1a U «CEJI0»
MEHs TOKE He YCTpauBaJlo, «[IPUropol» elE Kya HU IJ10. .. 3AeCh 1151 MEHs] HUKaKUX MepCIeKTHB,
a XOUeTCsl Yero-To I0OUTHCS B )KU3HU. 51, B 001eM-To, He 0c000 ropiasi ¥ Morsia Obl BOCTIONB30BAThCS
MOMOIIBIO JTIOOMMOM MOIPYTH, OHA ke cama Toro xouet. Be€, Oymy pasroBapuBath ¢ MaMoi ! »

TyT Kak pa3 ¥ Mama IpUILUIA, JIETKA Ha TIOMUHE.

— Csera, THI fOMa?

— Jla, mamouka!

— O#1, na Th! Besl cBeTHIIbes! YUTO MPUKITIOUMIIOCh TAKOTO XOPOILIEro?

— Mawma, Jlapka 3amyX BBIXOOMT, OHa MHE IIUCBMO C ITPUITIAIIIEHUEM ITpUCIIaal

— Ha?! boxe mon, Jlapouka, neBouka Hama! Ho He paHO Jiu el 3aMyX BbIXOIUTh?

BujiHO OBLTO, 4TO MaMa cjerka ornelmiIa OT Takoi HOBOCTH.

— Ho mama... Ham yxe ckopo nBaauars. ..

— Jla, neficTBUTENBHO, BpeMsl OBICTPO JIETHUT. ..

— Hy naBaii, paccka3biBaii, Kak oHa Tam? § Tak nepexuBaiia 3a Hee!

Caera nepeckasasa BKpartie copepxanue Jlapunoro nucpma.

— Mawma, Tbl 3Haelllb, OHa 30BET MeHs K cede.

—Jla, na, KOHe4YHo, y He€ ke cBa/Ib0a, a Thl €€ Jyulnas nogpyra! Kak xopoiuo, 4ro eii nosessno! —
o 3uHanabl [1eTpoBHBI 03apHIIOCh YIIBIOKON.

— Mama, MHe Toxe MokeT noBe3Tu. OHa 30BET MeHsI He TOJIBKO Ha CBagbOY ...

—To ectb...

— OHa medTaeT, 9ToOBl 51 KUJIa PSAIOM C Hell.

— Ha o1 uto? C Helt pagom Oyzaet Myx! — Bo3pasuiia 3uHana [lerpoBHa.

— Ho 51 Gyay xwuTtb otaensHo oT HUX. KcraTh, oHa npurianiana Hac BCex.

— Hy uto ThI... Kyna MHe? A Tbl, Heykenu OyJellb KUTb 3a €€ CUET?

— Mawmouka! [ 6yny padortats! [Ja 1 BooOI1I€e, YEro CTPALIHOIO B TOM, YTO Jlapka MHE HEMHOTO
nomosker? Y Heé xe OyaeT OoraThlii MyX, a €€ KBapThpa BCE PaBHO MYCTYeT, HAJIO ke KOMY-TO IpH-
cMaTpuBaTh 3a Hen'?

— 3HaenIb, Ha TBOEM MecTe 51 Obl He Moexasia, HO ThI Be/Ib YK€ B3pociiasi U, HaJleloCh, TOJIOBA Y
TeOst Ha Mecte. E3xkaii! He xouy, 4ToOBI TH MeHsI TOTOM Nonpekaia. Ho mpo mathb cBolo He 3a0biBai,
xoporo?!

Caerka Opocuiach K MaMe Ha INel0 M MpUHsUIach e€ LeoBaTh B 00€ IEKH, OTHOBPEMEHHO
opou1as Cle3aMu:

— Mawma, noporas, st moomo Teds1! Criacu0o, Thl Bceraa NOHUMAEIb U TOAJePKUBACIIIb MEHS.
U s Bc€ Bpemsi Oymy MOMHHTB O TOM, YTO ThI 3[IECh TIEPEKUBACIIb 32 MEHsI, U OyIly CTapaThCs M30
BCEX CHJI, YTOOBI STHX MEPeKUBAHMI ObUIO KaK MOXKHO MEHBIIIE.

— $1 Hapgerock. ..
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CBera 1 He OXHJIaJa, 9TO BCE TaK OBICTPO U OJIAromnoNyyHo paspermuTces. Tereps Hago MO3BO-
HUTH Jlape u OTIIpaBATHCS B MyTh XOTh 3aBTpa... C TenedoHamu, mpasja, Oblia mpodieMa. B cene
MX BCETO TPH: Y IMPEKTOPA KUBOTHOBOAUECKOM (pepmbl, B 1iKosie Uy CtenaHa. YioOHee Bcero noutu
Kk Crenany, OH U KMBET HeAalleKo, U co CBETKOM B HOpMaJIbHBIX OTHOIIEHUsIX. «OH, a cka3aTh Ju
emy, urto Jlapka 3amysx Berxogut? OHa BCE ke I0Yb ero, XOTs ObI 10 IOKyMeHTaM. V1, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
OH TutaThi el anumenTsl! [IpaBna He 7O BOCEMHAIATH JIET, KaK Mojaraercsi, a 0 YeThlpHAIIaTu
rae-To... [Ipocto mocneqHue mATh JIeT OH MPAaKTHYECKH HIYEro He 3apadaTbhiBaeT, a MOMpPOCTy CIH-
BaeTcs. MoxkeT ObITh, eMy 1 TeJieDOH OTKJTIOUIIIN 32 HeyIiaTy? XoTs OH Bceraa A0poxkw uM. [1yctb
HE JI0ECT, He JIOTbET, a 3a TesedoH BoBpeMs 3aruiaTut. Moxer, KIET 3BoHKa oT Koro-To? Tloimy-
Ka 51 K Hemy. Hudero npo Jlapky He ckay, OHa He Tpochiia MeHsI 00 TOM, a 3aXO4eT, TaK U cama
€My COOOIIUT, ECITU YKe 3TO He ClieNaa. . .»
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I'naBa 5

Crenan yxe He B IepBbIi pa3 Bo3Bpalaercs B 3710 ceo. Korga Ang yexana B ropon, Crenan
BEpHYJICS Clofia C HOBOM keHOM. [la..., 3Ta KpacaBuia ObUIa TIOJTHOM MPOTHBOIOIOKHOCTBIO AJIEB-
THHBL. MsIrkas, 100pasi, MOKHO CKa3aTh, TIOKOPHAs AJIsl CMEHMJIACh HE3aBUCUMOM, 3T00HOM, KaKOw-
TO PE3KOi M OBICTPOMl, Kak yparaH, ['ammHoil. OHa COBEpILEHHO He CiylIagach MyXa, BCEraa BCE
Jesajia o-CBOEMY, a KOrjja OH JeJ1ajl €M 3aMeUaHtsl, B BRIpaKEHUAX He cTecHsulack. Ha cene 3Banu e€
KOJIIYHbEH U CJIerKa MoOanBajvch. XOAWIU CIyXH, 4TO OHa mpuBopoxmia Crenana. HTepecHo, 4to
Aaxe BO BHeIIHOCTH ["asinHa 1 AJIeBTMHA Pe3KO OTIIMYAJIUCh IPYT OT Jpyra. Ajis Obula BCs Kakas-To
BO3/IyIIIHAsI, HE3eMHasl, €€ MOKHO ObLIO CPABHUTH C MHOIUIAHETSIHKOM W (beeid 13 JoOpoii JeTCKon
CKa3KM. ['ayig ke HaroMyHaIa KOJIYHBIO WJIM 311y10 Madexy. [Ipsamon [JUIMHHBIN HOC, TOHKUE, BCEerna
Ho[KaThle TyObl, pKUe, YETKO OYepUYeHHbIe, OPOBU BPA3NET U, HAKOHEL], TYCThle YEPHbIE BOJOCH B
COUYETaHUH ¢ OJIeTHBIM JIMIIOM HEOIPOBEPKMMO JOKa3bIBAJIM €€ POJICTBO C TEMHBIMHU criIaMH. [‘anmiHa
3amperana BUIETbCS MYXKy C JI0YEepblo, M MPU BCAKOM YAOOHOM Cilyyae HarlOMUHajIa eMy O TOM,
yto Jlapka emy 4yxkas. Bo3MOXHO, B BUJIE IPOTECTa IPOTUB HACWIINS KEHBI Hag cBoer Boser, Cre-
IIaH, BTailHe OT He€, NepevncIsl AeHbIU 71 Joyepu yepe3 0a0ymky Jlapsl. OpHaxasl [ans y3Hana
00 9TOM M 3aKaTH/Ia TaKOi rPaHAMO3HBIA ckaHgan 6emqHoMy CTemnaHy, YTO TOT HECKOJIBKO JHEW He
TIOKa3bIBAJICS HA YJIUIIE, IOTOMY YTO €My OBbLIO CTBITHO MOKA3bIBATh CUHSKH, MONYYEHHBIE OT JKEHBL.
Camoe ynuBuTensHoe, 4yto ['asimHe BCE MpoIasoch M Mo3BOJAI0Ch, CTenaH HUKOIZA He pelajics
NoAHATH Ha He€ pyKy. Ilotom I'ana ysesna Crenana B cBou pogHou ropos Acrpaxanb. HeroHATHO,
YTO UX CBA3BIBAJIO Meskay coOoi!? MoskeT ObITh, [ aBisach SHEPreTHYecKUM BaMITMPOM U MOJ-
NUTHIBAIACh 3Heprueit or Crenana, WM MPOCTO C HEW HUKTO HE YKUBAJICS, KpoMe Hero? A oH ObL1
MIPOCTO KEPTBOM KOJJOBCTBA MM TO-CBoeMy JToOmi e€? OnHako, naxe yexas, CTernaH He 3a0bIBaJT
0 JI0YepH, IpHChLIat Jlape MOCBUIKY ¢ CYIIEHON BOOJIOM, pa3IMYHBIMK PHIOHBIMU KOHCEPBAMH, AaKe
4y€pHyI0 UKpy. [lymaercs, uto ["asns 06 3TOM HIYEro He 3Haja, MHaYe pasHecna Obl ero B MyX U Mpax.

A Ha MX MeCTO MmpHexaJl OMH KpyToi Or3HecMeH Ha «BobBO» cTasibHOrO 11BeTa. Bee tepsiiuch
B JIOrafKax: 4To eMy Hy:KHO B 3Tou Abipe? HO MOoTOM NMpUIIUIM K BBIBOAY, YTO OH, CKOPEE BCETO, OT
KOTO-TO CKpbIBaeTcs. ¥ ApCeHUs, TaK ero 3BaJi, ObUI HENPUCTYIIHBIIA, IPO3HbINA BUJ, TAPMOHUYHO
COYETAIOIIMICS ¢ KPENKUM TeJIOCJIOKEHUEM U OIPOMHBIM POCTOM. YK €ro-TO TOUHO BCe OOSINCh U
HE MOJXOANJIA K HEMY Ha pacCTOsIHUE ITylevHoro BeicTpena. Ho nmoutu ¢ camoro npuesna ApceHus
Clo[la, OH HayaJl ITPOsIBJIATH MOBBIIIEHHOE BHUMaHKe K Jlapouke. ' 0Bops ¢ Hel, OH MeHSAJICA B JIMLIE,
€ro B3IVIsA/1, TOTOBBII B JIIOOYIO CEKYH/y BBICTPEJIUTb, CMEHSJICS JJACKOBBIM B30POM, B I71a3aX €ro MosiB-
JISI71aCh HEXKHOCTh, KOTOpAsi TAK He MOXOAMIA BceMy ero oOnuky. OH cTa e€ 3alllMTHUKOM U TaJIlC-
MaHOM. DTO OBbLIO KaK HeJb3s1 KCTaTH, Belb JIapKy yacTeHbKO 0OMkKaiu e€ CBEPCTHUKH. 3a TO, 4TO
oHa OblJ1a caMoll KpacuBo, Jlapa jxe npuxonuiack Jouepbio «en», €€ HeHaBuIeIu JeBYOHKN. OHU
HAlUTK K YeMY NPUIPAThCS B HEM, a UMEHHO, K BBICOKOMY POCTY U JIOEAMHOI I1IeiKe 1 IPO3BaJI €€
«ryceiHen». Ho Gomnbine Beero Jlapka o6mxkanack, Korjia e€ Ha3blBald «CUPOTOH Ka3aHCKOI». Maib-
YUIIIKK TOXE JPA3HIIM e€ 3a TO, YTO OHA ObLIa He MOX0Ka Ha APYTHX: HEJOCTYITHAS, HEOOIIUTEIbHAS
U, K TOMY K€, HUKOIJIa He XOIua B KJIy0 Ha JucKoTek. EfuHCTBEHHON noapyroii, MoHMMAIOLIEH,
noOpoi u BepHOi, Obuta CBeTka. Ho 1 oHa He morya 3ammTuTh Jlapy ot Bcex HemoOpoxemnaTenei,
XOTh U CTapajlach, 3a 4TO cama Ioiyyvaia croiHa. K tomy e pedsTa, yale Bcero, BHIOUpaau BpeMs
IJ1s1 CBOMX BPEIHBIX U IIIYIBIX HIYTOK TOrja, korga psaaoM ¢ Jlapoit CBeTsl He ObLIO, TOCKOJIBKY Ta,
SIPOCTHO 3alMINAsl OAPYTY, MOIJIa BHIKMHYTh HE OYEeHb MPUATHBIN 111 00uaunKoB (okyc. Hampu-
Mep, MOIJIa OBICTPEHBKO BBITAIIUTH U3 KAPMaHa COJIb WM Mepell M OPOCUTh 3TO OOMTYMKAM B IJIa3a.
Ho crouno Jlapouke octaTbesi 03 CBOEH BEPHOU «TeIOXPaHUTEIbHULIB», KAK peOsiTa HAUMHAIIH Tpe-
TBOPSATH CBOM 3JI00HBIE MJIeU B KU3Hb. OCOOEHHO YacTo 3TO MPOMCXOAWIIO B HIKoJe. Jlapka Myxe-
CTBEHHO MEPEHOCUJIa BCe BBIXOIKM peOsAT, He IUIaKala, He Kpuyaia, a BOJIO CJIe3aM JaBajia TOJIbKO
noma, B oquHouecTBe. OHa faxe 6adyIike HM O YéM He paccKasblBasia, YTOObl HE paccTpamnBaTh €€,
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TMOCKOJIBKY Y TOH ObLIO 60sbHOE cepatie. [la 1 CBeTKy OHa He XOTesa 3arpykarb CBOUMH ITPOOTIeMaMH.
CKOJIBKO MYKECTBa U TEPIIEHUS TAWJIOCh B 3TOW XPYIKOM JIeBOUKe!

OpnuH pas, cuas Ha ypoke, Jlapa BApyr NO4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MO HEM KTO-To non3aer. OHa nop-
HslJTa PYKY, TONPOCUJIA pa3pellieHus BRIATH, OeromM godexaiia 10 TyajeTa U TOJIBKO TaM 3aBU3Kala,
YBUJIEB TIOJI3AIOIIETO 10 Hel TapakaHa. OHa ux TepreTh He Moria! Ha rirym mpubeskasia yuyuTeTbHUIA
U3 COCE/IHEro KJiacca.

— Jlapouka! Yrto ciayumsiocs?

— Ja nuuero, Hanexna IlerposHa! Ilpocto s yBuaena TapakaHa U UCIyrajach.

— Hy 4ro TbI, 1Oporas,— 3acmesiaCh yUMTEIbHUIIA, — OH K€ TAKOW MaJIeHbKMI, a Thl Takas
oonpmas. Hamo ckazath TupekTopy, 4ToObl MPOBEM CAHUTAPHYIO MpodrakTuky B mkosne! Hame-
I0Ch, ThI €0 3a4aBuja’?

— Her, He ycriena. ..

— Kasiko... Pa3Benyrcs Bep.

ITorom Jlapa, kak HU B 4éM He OBIBAJIO, BO3BpaTHIach B Kiacc. OHa HUKOTA HE MOKa3bIBasIa
JETSM CBOM MCHYT. A UM TaK XOTEJIOCh YBUIETh €€ KaJIKOW U IIauyIen!

B npyroii pa3 eil noMoKWIM KHOMKKM Ha CUJIEHbE, CTIEIIMAIBHO TIOKPACHB UX IO IIBET CTYIA,
4yTOOBI OHA X He 3aMeTia. B aToT nens Jlapa onosnana Ha ypok, KCTaTH, TOXE JETKU MTOCTAPAJIHCh,
CKa3aB, 4TO €€ BBI3BIBAET AMPEKTOP MIKOJIBL. OHa, 3albIXaBIIKCh, CeJla Ha CTYJ He TS/, HO, TIOUyB-
CTBOBaB 00JIb, Iake He MUKHYJA. Tak 1 nmpocujesna Ha KHOIKaX BECh YPOK.

A Kak-TO pas, 1ocse ypokoB, Jlapky okpykuiia Lesas Tojna MaIbYUIIEK U JEBYOHOK, U KakK-
OBl U3 HUX MPUKJIEWST el Ha BOJIOCHI KeBaTeIbHYI0 pe3uHKY. HecMOTpsi Ha Bech Tparusm CHTya-
IIUH, HeCUYaCTHAs IEBOYKA Oe3yIepKHO pa3phlIaiach yxke J1oMa, Oe3 cBujeTesel. Eit ObUTo Tak kaako
CBOM POCKOUIHBIE JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, KOTOPBIE SABJISIUCH IpeiMeToM e€ ropaoctu! Jlapka nociie 3roro
HeJTyI0 HeZIeNO B MIKOMY He Xoauia. CBeTKa perruia Bo 4To Obl TO HU CTaJI0 MOMOYb CBOEH Mofipyre
Y MPeJIOKIIIA €M IoeXaTh B TOpojl K €€ TETKE M HAlTH caMoro JIy4dIlero macrepa-napukmaxepa. OHu
coOpasy Bce CBOM JIeHEKHbIe COepeKeHUs U TTOeXaH.

Térs, Banentuna TumodeeBHa, pajyliHO NpUHSIA UX U, BBICIYILIAB UX UCTOPUIO, CKa3aa:

— B Hamem ropopie ectb TOoJIbKO OJUH, IEHCTBUTENILHO caMblil Jydiuil mactep. to ['opozen-
kuid. OH HE MPOCTO MaprKMaxep, OH CTUIMCT MeXIyHapoqHOro Kjacca, moOequTeslb HECKOIbKUX
MexnyHaponHbix KoHKypcoB, B o611eM, cyniepkiiacc! Ho oH, toporue mou, 6epet 3a CBOE UCKYCCTBO
uesioe cocrosiHue! Moeil MecsTYHOU 3apIuiaThl HE XBATHT.

— Térsa! A orkyna Tel Bc€ 3T0 3Haerb? Thl UTO, XOq1Ia Pa3opsAThCS K HEMY ?

— Jla Her, netka, uto TH! 4 emé He coBceM moTepsiia rojosy. IIpocto Most mofpyra padoraia
noMpaOOTHHLIEH y OIHOM OoraToil faMmouku. Tak BOT OHa BCE BpeMsi XOuia K HemMy M ObUla OYeHb
JOBOJIbHA TJIONAMH €T0 TBOpUYECTBA. A OJMH pa3, B KAYECTBE MPEMHUH 3a XOPOIIYI0 padoTy, JaMOUKa
CBOAWJIA K HEMY MOIO MOJPYXKKY. Pe3ynbrar mpep3omen Bce ux oxuganusi! Yeuaes Moo Hatky B
TaKOM BHJIE, s Jake He y3Hana e€. 1o ObUto Kakoe-To uyno! Hukorma He mymana, 4ro mpudécka
MOKET TaK M3MEHMTh 4esioBeka. [IpaBaa, Xo3siiika MOTOM IMoOXkajeaa O CBOEM LIEJPOM IOCTYIIKE,
MOTOMY YTO BCKOpE JIMIINJIACH OTJIMYHOM noMonTHuIbl. Hatanbs Hamuia cebe JOBOJIBHO YCIEITHOTO
OW3HECMeHa U BBIIIUIA 32 HEeTO 3aMyXK. Tereps el u paboTaTh He HAaJ0, U BIIOJIHE MOKET caMa HaHSTb
cebe nompadoTHuIly. Ho OHa 3TOTO He Aenaer, Tak Kak 000kaeT JOMAIIHIOK paboTy: HABECTH MOPsi-
JOYEK JIoMa, IPUTOTOBUTH BKYCHEHBKO — 3TO €€ Kpeso. Bo3MoXkHO, 3TOM OOOBBIO K JIOMAITHEMY
YIOTY OHA ¥ TIOKOpHJIa CBOEr0 OM3HECMEHYMKA, HO CHavas1a BCE-TaKH B3sJIa BHEIITHOCTBIO, HE TaK Jin?!

— Téra! Ham nyxen stot ['oponenkuii!

— JleBOuKM MOM XOpOIIKe, K HeMy IIoNacTb HeBO3MOKHO! fI BaM e1i€ He Bcé ckasana. berienbie
pacIeHKH — 3TO enié nmondepl, K HEeMy 3aluCh BEAyT 3a MeCsIl, a TO U 3a JBa, €CJIM OH BIPYT B
pazbe3nax. Cxogure-ka jyuite B LlenTpanbusbiil lom BeiTa, TaM Xopolo cTpuryT, He rnoxaseere!

— Bot umenHo: Bcero b ctpuryt! Ckaxu Ham, rae padOTaeT 3TOT KyAECHHUK, a Mbl CaMHU
pazodepémcs!
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Téra HeoBEpUMBO MOKaJla IJIEYaMH, HO BCE ke MO3BOHWJIA CBOEH yJawIMBOW MOAPYKKE U
y3HaJja ero ajpec.

ITo nopore Jlapouka ¢ coMHEHHEM B T0JI0CE CIIPOCKIIA IOAPYTY:

— CBeTouka, Ha 4TO MbI HajieeMcs?

— He 3naro, JIapék, HaBepHOE, Ha CBOI0 MOJIOAOCTh M KPacory. ..

— Ho 310 *e ryno!

— ¥V Hac HeT BbIOOpa. XOTsI €CTh: €CJIM HUYEro He MOoMyuyuTcs, noiuaém B [lom Beita.

Haxkonenr oHM BoluM B KpacuMBOE, BHYIIMTENIBHOTO BUJA 34aHUE COBPEMEHHOU MOCTPOMKHU.
JIeBOUKM MOPa3sUiIMCh BEIUKOJIENIO, KOTOpOe OTKpPbLIOCh Hepen Humu. Cpasy B I71a3a OpocHiiach
Oenas MpamMOpHasi JIECTHUIIA, 3acTeJIeHHasi KPaCHOM KOBPOBOM JIOPOKKOU. Y TIOMHOKHS JIECTHUIIBI B
HAIlOJIbHBIX, HABEPHsIKA IOPOrOCTOSIIIMX, Ba3aX POCIM YXOKEHHbIE MajibMbl. CTEHBI yKpalllaiu Kap-
THHBI C NIei3a)KaMU, HallMCaHHbIE PYKOM M3BECTHBIX XYJOKHUKOB COBPEMEHHOCTH. [IeBOUKM HeyBe-
PEHHBIM I11arOM HalpaBWJIUCh K JIECTHULIE, HO TYT UX OCTAaHOBHUJI CTPOIMiA MYXKCKOM T0JI0C:

— U Kyna 310 BB HAIPABUJIUCH ?

Cpenu Bcero 3Toro BEJIMKOJIENMS OHU U HE 3aMETUJIM OXPAaHHUKA, TPYy3HOTO MYKUMHY CPETHUX
JIeT.

— Mu1 k I'oponenikomy, — cmeno orBetusia CBeTka.

My>X4rHa OLIEHMBAIOIIE TOCMOTPEJT HA HUX, a TOTOM BIPYT CTYKHYJ cebs 10 JIOy:

— A, BbI, HaBepHOE, Moaem? f 31ech HegaBHO paboTalo, He BCEX 3HAIO B JIUIIO.

«OH, ckopee Bcero, BOOOIIIe MepBbI AeHb pad0TaeT, pa3 COMHEBAETCS, YTO MOT HAC HE 3aIOM-
HUTh. Y3k JlapKy-To, KpacaBuily, TPyAHO 3a0bITh. ..»,— ogyMaia CBeTKa, a OXpaHHUKY CKa3aJa:

— Ha, mbl Mmozenu. Camu HeJTaBHO MPOLUIM KacTUHT. HaM MOXHO MOAHATHCA 110 JieCTHULIE?

Jlapka yauBia€HHO mocmotpena Ha nonpyry: «Monogen, CBeTka, He pacTepsilach, KaCTUHT
KaKOH-TO eIl MpuayMaa, 1 I1e OHa TaKMX CJIOB HaxXBaTajach».

— Moxete, KOHEYHO, U Ha JUQTE NMPoexaTbCsl, HO YTO TAKOE BTOPOM ITax ISl MOJIOBIX JEB-
YOHOK. Ycneere enié Hakatarbes!

«Ara, 3HAYUT BTOPOU ITAX. ..»,— MOILYyMaJIU AIEBOYKH U XUTPO NeperissHynuch. [Toka um Besno.

«OX, KaK 3/1eCb YIOTHO», — IOPA3WIKCh OHH, YBU/IEB OOCTAHOBKY XOJIJIa HA HY’KHOM MM 3Take.
Msirkue ynoOHble Kpecia, OOUThIe KOKel MacTeIbHOrO OTTEHKA, XPYCTaIbHbIE CTOIMKH C Pa3JIoKeH-
HBIMH HA HUX XXypHAJIaMH, aKBAPUYM C JTUKOBHHHBIMH PHIOKAMU, MSTKHE KOBpPBI Ha TIOJy XU MHOTO
KOMHATHBIX PACTEHMH Ha CTEHAaX M B HAIOJIBHBIX Ba3ax, CO3/IaBAIN OYEHb MUJIYIO, JOOPOKEIATEb-
Hyl0 atMocepy otabixa. HecooTBeTcTBME BceMy 3TOMY BEJMKOJIENMIO BbI3bIBAJIA JIUIIIL TOJICTYILKA
B OUKaX C POroBO¥ OIPaBOii, KOTOpasl CHJIEJIa 32 KOMITBIOTEPOM U YTO-TO COCPEA0TOUYEHHO U3yydaia.
Hakower neBouky yBUIENN JBEPb, B KOTOPYIO UM, CKOpee BCEro, U Ha/I0 ObLJIO BOUTH.

Onu nopdoapwiu IpyT Apyra B3MISIOM U MOJTYa, HO YBEPEHHO HAIIPABIJIKCH K TBEPH.

Torncryiika TyT e oTopBaslach OT 9KpaHa MOHUTOpA, M KAKUM-TO 3bIYHBIM T'OJIOCOM IIpOIiena:

— Bbl kyna-a-a?

— Ms! k 'oponenkomy.

— Oner ®EnopoBry He MprUHUMAET Oe3 3arucu. YTo-To 51 He MOMHIO, YTOOBI BbI 3aITUCHIBATUCH
K HEMY.

Ha, Takyio TETKY He OOMaHelllb, ¥ ¢ MOJEJISIMU HOMep He MPOMIET, YK OHA-TO HaBEpHSKA BCEX
3HAET B JIULIO.

— Ham HyXHO ¢ HUM IOTOBOPUTb.

— Bam, moxet ObITh, 1 HyXHO. TOJBKO 51 9TO BaM He 1o3Boi0. Oner PENOPOBUY — YeIOBEK
3aHATOMN, Y HETro Kax/Jas MUHYTa paclycaHa U TPaTUTh BPEMS Ha Pa3rOBOPHI C KAKUMU-TO caslaraMH,
OH He OyzerT.

— Tak mycTh OH caM ¥ CKakeT HaM 00 3ToM,— cMeJio 3asBiia CBeTka u, cxBatuB Jlapy 3a pyky,
roTanuia e€ K 3aBeTHOM JIBepH.
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TyT TOJCTYyIIKA C YIUBUTEIBHBIM IIPOBOPCTBOM OYYTHJIACh TIepe]] IeBOYKAMU U CBOMM MOIII-
HBIM TOPCOM Tperpaauia uM myTb. Hy, Terneps Bc€ mponano! Jta... KOCTbMU JISIKET, HO HE MPOITy-
ctuT ux K I'oponenkomy!

— MHe 3a TO 3apIuiaTy U IiatsaT, YToObl sl He IMyCKaia B 3Ty JIBEPh TAKMX MPOXOAMMOK U ade-
pucTok, Kak Bbl! [Touemy oxpaHHUK Bac He 3anepxai? Ceituac st MO30BY €ro, M OH Bac OBICTPEHBKO
BBIITPOBO/IHT.

— He nano, Mbl camu yiiném,— ckazasa CBeta, He xejast ObITh Pa300Ja4EHHON BO JIKU Tiepe]t
TEM YEJIOBEKOM.

— Bor u ymatbiBaiitTe otciona, yTod JIyXy Baiero TyT He Obuio!

JIeBOUKM yKe pa3BEepHYJIMCh, YTOOBI YWTH, Kak BAPYr ABEPb pacHaxHylach, M Ha MOpOre
MOSIBUJICS CTHUILHBIA MYXXUYMHA JIET TPUIIIATH.

— Y0 32 1m1yMm, a Ipaku HeT?

— Oner ®énopopuu! {1 He myckao k Bam aByx 3Tux adepuctok, 7adbl OHM He OTBJIeKau Bac
OT pabOoTHI.

— A 4TO OHU XOTAT?

— OHu, BUAMTE JIU, XOTAT MIOTOBOPUTH ¢ Bamu.

— Pauca JIbBoBHa, ciacu60 Bawm 3a yceprnHyio cityk0y, HO sl BCE-TaKH BBICTYINAIO UX.

— Oner ®énopopuu! Bel He 3a0bUTH, UTO ceivyac MPUAET BakHas 0coOa, MOCTOsTHHAs Bara
KJIMeHTKa?

— 4 Bcé momuio! Korya ona mpunér, yrocrute e€ kode, mycTh MOCUANUT, PACCTAONTCS, TOYUTACT
KypHassl. MHe i Bac yunts?! A Bopeapb nmycts He onasapiBaet! [Ipoxoaure, 1eBOYKM.

Panca JIbBOBHa HAKOHEII-TO MOABUHYJIACH, U IEBOYKH CYMEJIM IPOTUCHYTHCS B IBEPb.

— Hy a Tenepp npesictaBbTeCh U BHIKJIAbIBANTe MHE, YTO Bac npuBeso ciosia, — yislOHYBIIIKCS,
ckazas Orier, Korja JIBepb 32 HUMH 3aXJIOMHYJIaCh.

JleBoukM Ha3BaM ceOs1 M paccKa3alld eMy O CBOe Oefe.

— Ali-s1-s111. .. Kak MOIyM 3T1 HeIOHOCKU UCMIOPTUTD TaKyI0 KPacoTy, — COKPYIIEHHO MOKavas
rosioBoi Ouier, — Takue 3aMeyvaTesbHble, TycThie Boockl. Ho He BCE moTepsiHO, IeBUOHKH, BCE elé
MOXHO HcnpaBuTh! BeICTpeHBKO camuchk B Kpecio! — oOparwmics oH K Jlapke, u oHa, Oyato 0osich,
YTO BEJIMKHUI MacTep INeperyMaeT, Mmyjieil MeTHY/Iach K KPeciy |, YCEeBIINUCh B HETO, BOMPOCUTEIBHO
nocmotpesna Ha Orera.

— Tak... Temepp paccnadbCs ¥ HU O YEM He TyMaii, BcE OyaeT XOopoIo!

Cgera crosiiia u modoBanack ero padoroid. Kakue noBkue u kpacusble apmxkeHus pyk! Kakoit
npoeccuonanm3M! Jlapka MeHs1ach Ha ria3ax!

Bckope Oner TopxkecTBeHHO ocMoTpen Ha Jlapy u ckazain:

— Hy Bor, nmoxanyi, u Bc€! Kak tebe, Jlapouka?

A Jlapa kak Oyaro notepsuia nap peud. OHa JMIb cMOTpesia Ha ce0sl B 3epKajlo M CYaCTIMBO
ynbioanack. IlotoM, coOpaBIIMCh C CUIAMU, YyTh CJIBIIITHO MPOIIEnTaa:

— Cniacu6o Bawm, BrI criaciii mens!

— Ha nanHo, yero Tam! Kcratu, xouenb, pokyc nokaxy? Ceityac s 32 TpU MUHYTHI U3MEHIO
BHEIITHOCTh TBOEH MOAAPYTH IO HEY3HABAEMOCTH.

— Xouy, KOHEYHO. DTO OUYEHb UHTEPECHO.

Ho Cgertka, nogymas o ToM, 4TO 3a BCE MPUAETCS TIaTUTh, TUXO MPOMOJIBUJIA:

— He Hagno, yro Bei! Mbl ¢ Bamu He pacriiatumcst!

— He roBopu rynoctu! Canuch ceiiuac sxe! MHe ke HaJlo ONpakTUKOBAThCs nepe Mexy-
HaponHeiM KoHkypcom!

[Mpuuécka y He€, KOHEUHO, OblIa He aXTH Kakasi: YTo-TO THIA «Kape» 0e3 uénku. C Takou mpu-
YECKOW y HUX Ha cesle Kaxaas BTopas xoawia. OHa 1aBHO XOTesla CMEHUTh UMUK «CEJTbCKOM JIeB-
YOHKH», HO He 3HaJia Kak. .. CBeTKa cena B Kpecyo U 3aKkpbuia ria3a. TyT oHa MOuyBCTBOBAJIA JIETKHUE,
CKOJIB3SIIIIME IPUKOCHOBEHUSI K CBOEH rosioBe, motoM CBETKY HEMHOT'O TIOKPYKUJIA Ha Kpece, 3aTeM
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OHa OIIYTHJIAa KaKKMe-TO MSTKWe BHOpAIMU M MPUSTHBI Maccak. Bc€ 310 B coyeTaHuM ¢ JIETKUM
TMOIIETKMBAaHUEM HOKHUIT BBI3BAIO Y CBETKM raMMy TaKMX He3a0bIBAEMbIX OIIYILEHHUH, YTO OHA Yy Th
ObLIIO He yneTesna Ky/1a-T0 B KOCMHUYECKYI0, CBepPKAIOIIyIo 1aib. «Oi, KaxKeTcs, 51 Tepsi0 CO3HAHUE» ,—
noxymMasia CBeTka ¥ MoObICTpee OTKpbLIA IJ1a3a.

—Hy, BoT 1 Bc€! POBHO Tp1 MUHYTBI,— TOCMOTPEB Ha Yackl, KoHcTatuposai Oner ©Enoposuy. —
IMocmotpu Ha cebst! Tol ke Tenepb KpacaBuiia, Joporasi Most!

CBeTKa ¢ OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO B3IVISIHYJIa Ha ceOsl B 3epKAJI0 M CHOBA UyTh OBLIO He TOTepsijia
co3HaHue. Ha He€ cmoTpena He Kakas-To JIepeBeHCKas MPOCTYILKA, a HACTOALIAs CylepMOAEeb U3
pekiamsl. Jla OH TPOCTO BOJIIIEOHUK !

— Tak, neBoYkH, MHE C BaMH OUYeHb MPHUATHO ObLIO paboTaTh, HO, K COXAJIEHUIO, MHE TIOpa
NpUHUMATh KJIMeHToB. [Ipuxoaute eme, qBepu AJist Bac Beerga OymayT OTKPBITHI!

JIeBYOHKHM B HEPEUIMTEILHOCTY NOMSUIUCH y nopora. VM 1nokazanoch, YTo JIEHETr OH y HUX He
BO3BMET, a MPOCTO TaK YUTH... CIOBHO yragaB ux mbiciau, Oner mpousHeC:

— Buky, He 3Haete, Kak oTOnarogaputh MeHs? Ho 51 yxe ckaszan Bam, UTO BBl ITOMOIJIA MHE
TMIOJITOTOBUTBLCS K KOHKYpCy. Mla, emg. .. UToObl BB He YyBCTBOBAIM ceOsl 00SI3aHHBIMU, JaBaiTe s
Bac cororpadupyio AJis pekyiambl. Bol cornacHbi?

JleBouku 00pasoBaHo 3akuBai. OJer OBICTPEHBKO J0CTaN (poToarnmapar v caesai HECKOJIbKO
CHHMKOB.

— Ja, xcratu. Korma Bbl HEMHOXKO MOJPACTETE, MTPUXOAUTE padoTaTh KO MHE MoAesiMu. Bot
BaM Mos1 Bu3utka. Hy, roka!

— o cunanus! Cnacr6o Bam 6ombltioe! — Xopom ckazaiu I€BOYKH U CKPBUIMCH 32 IBEPBIO.

B xone oHu yBUIEIM JaMOUKY, pacIMBAIOILy0 Kode U JUcTalylo KypHal. OHa noaHsia
r1a3a Ha CeTky u JlapKy, XMBIKHYJIa ¥ C SIIOBUTON YCMEILIKOM ITPOU3HECIA:

— Hy, xoneuHo xe! MosofeHpkie 1 cMa3TMBeHbKHE 00CITYKMBAIOTCS 31iech Oe3 ouepean!

— Hy uro Bbl,— rops4o Bo3pasuia eii toncrymka Pauca JIbBoBHa, — 310 %€ Mogenu Orera
dénopoBrua. Bhl ciierka 3aiepkaich, 1 OH MopadboTaa ¢ HUMH Mepe]] MOe3KOM Ha KOHKYPC BO
D paHLHMIO.

«Bot oHa kak 3anenal!»,— CBeTka enie ciepkanach, YToObl He MOKa3aTh STUM JBYM BPEIHBIM
TETKAM SI3bIK.

— Ha! On ezet Bo ®pannuio? A BooOIIe-To MHe HpaBsATcs X npuuecku! OcoOeHHO BOH y TOM,
6enenpkoid. [Torporry Onera dEnopoBrya MOCTPHUYb MEHS TaK ke. X0uy BHIISIETh MOJIOXKe!

— BbI 1 Tak npekpacHo Beirsaute, HO Oner ®EnopoBuy MoxeT crenars u3 Bac aeBouky!

— JlagHo, Pauca JIpBoBHa, noiy k Hemy! Cracu6o 3a kode!

— Bcerna k Bammum ycnyram, Anekcanapa E¢pumonhna!

JIeBOUKM TOTOBBI OBUTM PACXOXOTaThCs, KaK HEJIENo W YCIYXKJIMBO 3Ta TOJCTYIIKA, KOTOpast
roToBa ObUIa CHECTh UX 3aKHMBO, TETIEPh PaCIIapKUBAIacCh repes OoraToil KianeHTKol. OHU, TOUTH
OeroM, BBUIETENIN Ha YIUILY, M JaJIi BOJIIO CBOMM 4yBcTBaM. HacmesiBIIMCh B/IOBOJIb, J€BOYKM BHH-
MaTesIbHO MOCMOTPEIM JIPYr Ha JIpyra W, YIOBJETBOPEHHbIE YBUAEHHBIM, Nocnemmin Kk CBeTUHOM
Tére. Ta, e1Ba 3aBU/IEB IEBUYOHOK, OTKPBLUIA POT OT YIMBJIEHUS, a [IOTOM CTajla axaTh U oxarb. Yepes
Kakoe-TO BpeMsi OHA BCE-TaKW oOpesia Jap HOPMAaJIbHOW, WIEHOPA3AEIbHOM pedr M MOMPOCHIIA UX
pacckazarb BC€ MO NMOPSAKY. [JIeBOUKM ¢ yIOBOIBLCTBUEM IMOACIMIIMCH C HE MepBOM KPYITHOH 1mode-
JIOM B UX XKU3HU.
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I'maBa 6

Korga Cgera u Jlapa nosiBUIMCh B 1IKOJIE, peOsATa HE MOIVIM OTOPBaTh OT HUX B3MVIAAA... YUu-
TeNs, KCTaTH, Toxe. Beem, 6e3 MCKIIOYeHHs], XOTelIoCh y3HaTh, KTO TOT YyAECHBI MacTep, KOTO-
PBIA Tak MpeoOpasiil AEBUOHOK. YUHTEISIM OHHM, KOHEUHO, CKa3aJi MpaB.y, HO Te TOJIBKO C OOJIb-
IIMM HeJJOBEpHEM MOKAUMBAJIM TOJIOBAMU. «A pedsiTa IycTh 000y TCs 0e3 00BbsICHEHHH | », — permim
Cgera u Jlapa. Ha kakoe-To BpeMs1 JeBYOHKH KJ1acca Aake MOILUIM Ha MUPOBYIO, JTIOOOIBITCTBO Mo0Oe-
JWJI0O HEHAaBUCTb, HO, TAK U HE JOOMBILIKCH pe3yJbTara, OsATh OOBbSIBUIM BOWHY.

W Bot nosBisieTcsa Apcenuii. .. iMest Takoro apyra u 3amuTHrKa, CBeTka u JIapka B30OXHYIM
cBoOoziHO. HuKTO Teneppb He cMen aaxe Oam3ko npuommkarbes K Jlapouke. MHorue u3 oOMIunKoB
yKe UMeJH Je10 ¢ ApceHreM 1 OOJbIle He JKeIaM C HUM OOIIAThCsl. TOT YeJIOBEK CTal HeBHIU-
MO¥ TeHbl0 JIapo4KM 1 Beerzia BOBpeMs MOSIBIISICS, YTOObI CIIACTH WJIU 3ALUTUTh €€. APCEeHUH CcTal
*KeJIaHHBIM rocTeM B jome y Jlapbl. OH Beeraa mpuxoau K Hel ¢ MoJapKaMu: TO C OrPOMHOM KOpOO-
KO KOH(ET, TO ¢ (prIakOHOM J1I0pOrux (hpaHIy3CKUX JyXOB, TO C KHUTAMH, KAaKUX U B [IOMUHE HUKTO
He BUJIBIBAJI 3/1eCh: Oymara Joporas, JIOIIEHAs!, TIOUTH Ha KakJI0W CTPaHULE BEJIUKOJIEIHbIE WILTIO-
crpauuy. OgHaXAbl IPUHEC KEMITEp, TAKOW MyIIMCThIA, MATKUI M YIOTHBIN, yTo Jlapouka, HageB
ero, JJOJI'0 He MOIJIa pelIUThcsl CHATh. K ToMy e, He)xHast po30oBasi pacliBeTKa JpKeMIlepa OueHb
nonxoaunia Jlapouke. BrocneacTeum oHa Beerga pagoBaiach IPOXJIaJHOM MOroje, Kotopas JaBaja
eil BO3MOKHOCTb HaJeTh e€ moouMslil [kemnep. [loHauany Jlapa cmymanack v mbItajiach OTKas3bl-
BaThCs OT MOIAPKOB, HO Pa3Be MOKHO ObLIO OTKa3aTh ApceHuio? EMy cTousI0 TOJIBKO OCMOTPETh Ha
He€, M OHA TYT ke ¢ OJIaroAapHOCTHIO M JIETKUM MCITyTOM IPUHMMAJIa Bee ero noaHomenus. Korma y
Jlaps! OBUIO IeHb POKICHH S, APCEHUI MTPUILET C TPeMsI HEOOBSITHBIMU BELIIAMH: OTPOMHBIM OYKETOM
OeJIbIX po3 (C TeX Mop OeJible PO3bI CTAIH JTIOOMMBIMU LIBETaMU JIapbl), OOMBITYIIMM Me/IBEAEM — 9TO
ObL1a MsArKas Urpymnika (ApceHui ckasal, 4To OH OyJeT OXpaHATh JIapouky HOUbIO, KOT/la OHA CIIUT) U
CYMKOH, TOKe HeMaJIbIX pa3MepoB. B cyMke siexanu mpoayKTel. Yero Tam To1bKo He ObUIO: HECKOJIBKO
Pa3HOBHHOCTEH JIMTHBIX COPTOB ChIpA M KOJIOACH, YE€pHAast M KpacHast MKpa, OAJIBIK, JOBOJIBHO BHY-
IIATEJIbHBIA COM ropsYero KOImYeHus, MaHAapUHbI, anleJIbCUHbI, aHAaHAChI, OaHaHbI, TPH YIIAKOBKH C
COKOM, a Takke 0e3aJIKOroJIbHOE BUHO W IIaMITaHCKoe. [IeBOYKM XOTenu MpocTO OTMETHTh Mpas/i-
HUK YaeruTHeM U IO 3TOMY CJIydalo Ucrekim TopT «Hamoneon», o KOTopom Bceraa Bce BOCTOP-
’KeHHO oT3bIBasiCch. Ho mocye npuxona ApceHus CTos MpocTo JOMUJICA OT BCEX 3TUX JMKOBUHHBIX
scTB. KpoMme Toro, oH NpUHEC KJIACCHBIN AUCK C PUTMUYHOM My3blkoil. KcTath, He3aaoiro Jo 3toro
Npa3HeCTBa, OH MpUHEC JIape My3bIKaJIbHBINA HEHTP, MONPOCKB JEBOYKY MOfIEPKATh €ro y ce0si 1oMa,
MIOCKOJIBKY B JJAHHOE BpeMsl y HEro MJIET PEMOHT U 3TO 4y/0 TEXHUKH [TPOCTO MellaeT eMy. [leBoukH,
a Tem Oonee onHa Jlapa, HUKOrIa He TIPUXOAMIIM K HEMY JIOMOH, HECMOTPSI Ha €ro MpUIJIalleHus], 1
IIPOBEPUTH JOCTOBEPHOCTh €0 CJIOB O PEMOHTE HMKAK HE MOIVIM, XOTS JI0Tra/IbIBAIUCh, YTO TEIeph
OH HaBepHsIKa 3a0yJeT Mpo CBOW MY3bIKAJbHBIA LIEHTP. B 00ImeM, 3ToT jeHb poXIeHHUs JeBOYKH
3alIOMHUJIM Ha BCIO JKM3Hb. He ObII0 HIYero, 4To Moryio Obl XOTh KaK-TO MCTIIOPTUTH UM HACTPOCHUE:
NOJapKH, OOWJIbHAS €/1a U TUTBE, TaHLBl O yIaay, BECEIbe U CMeX CO3JasI aTMOcepy CUacThs,
Yero JaBHO yXke He ObUIO B 3TOM JIOME.

JleBOUYKM Hayay MOHEMHOI'Y IPUBBIKaTh K APCEHMIO, Be/lb C HUIMU OH ObUI TaKOH 1OOPHI 1
IIE/IpbIA, XOTS MOHAYaJly OHH €ro TOXe I00anBaIUCh M CTECHSUIMCh C HUM pa3roBapuBath. A Jlapka
HACTOJIBKO TPUBA3AJIach K HEMY, YTO Teneph M AHs He Mora 6e3 Hero ooxomuthes. CTomno emy
TOJIBKO yeXaTb Ha IEHEK — JIpyroil U3 cejia, OHa MPOCTo MecTa cede He Haxoausa. Be€ y He€ Bastmiioch
U3 PYK, OHa HE MOIJIa HU €CTh, HU MUTb, €€ HEe MPHUBJIEKAJIO HU YTEHHUE, HU MPOCMOTP TeJIEBU30pa.
B 3710 Bpemst oHa 3a0pachiBajia ypoKH, a MHOT/A ITPOCTO HE XOAMJIA B IIKOJTY, TOBOPHJIA BCEM, UTO Y
Heé cHIIbHO OonuT rosoBa. Cama e Jiexasa Ha KpoBaTH, OOHSIBIIMCH CO CBOMM JIIOOMMBIM MHIIIKOH,
¥ MeuTaja... A eme nepuoAnvecKr BeiOeraaa u3 oMa ¢ OMHOKJIEM U BCMaTpHBAaJIach B/AJIb: BAPYT
OH TOKaxeTcst Ha ropu3oHTe? CBETKY HAYMHAJIO 3TO yKe OECIIOKOUTB !
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— Cnymaii, mogpyra, Hesb3si ceOst Tak JoBoauTb! Heyxkesu Thl HaCTOJIBKO CUJTBHO BITIOOMIIACh
B Hero? Thl mpsiMO cama He CBOsI, — 03a004eHHO cKa3aya CBeTKa, Korja B OYepeHON pa3 3acTaja
MOZIPYTY ¢ OMHOKJIEM B pyKax.

— Ha, Ceetka, BmooOwiack... Bmoounacy 6e3 mamaru. .., — nmpousHecia Jlapa 3aqyMynBo U
r1yOOKO B3JIOXHYIIA.

—Ho, Jlapouka, mo060Bb e J0/KHA TPUHOCHUTH TOJIBKO PasIOCTh, & ThI, s CMOTPIO, CTpaaelb! —
Bo3pasmia eii CBeTka.

— MHoOro Tl TOHUMaeIIIb. .. BOT BIIOOUIIILCS cama, TOTia MOCMOTPHM, — BO3MYTHJIACh TIOPYTa.

— Hy yx ner. Ecim mo60Bb — 3TO TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT C TOOOM, TOrJa YBOJIBTE — HUKOTJA HE
BmoOmocsk! — B noareepxaeHne cBoux cinoB CBeTKa MOAHsIIA PYKY M pe3KOo OpocHiIa ee BHU3, KakK
OBl pa3pe3asi BO3IyX.

— Hukorza He roBopu «HMKOraa». baHanbHOe BbIpakeHHe, HO MpaBHIIbHOE. APCEHUI 4acTo
ero MoBTOpSiET. .. — Jlapouka omsTh B3AOXHYJIA.

— Hy, 3Haems 1, Tak He MOXET OOJIbIle TPOJOJIKATECS. APCEHUI 3HAET O TBOMX UyBCTBaxX? —
He yHuMasach CBeTka.

— Her, uto TbI!

— Tak ckaxu emy 00 3TOM.

— Tebe nerko roBoputh. 5 Oot0Ch ero. — Jlapouka 3akpbiia JUIIO pyKaMu, U yKe TOToBa OblTa
3aruIaKarh.

— Jlapouka, ycriokoiicsi! — CBeTa J1acKOBO OOHsIIa MOAPYTY 3a Tuieur. — [IpocTo Tl Kakas-To
CTpaHHas... A, MOXeT, Thl U He ToOuIlb ero? Kak MoxkHO O0SThCs TIOOMMOTO YeioBeKa?

— HaBepnoe, 51 6010ch €ro peakiy Ha CBOY YyBCTBA. BAPYT OH CKakeT, 4To He JIIOOUT MEHS. . .
— npousHecina Jlapouka, yxe BCXJIMIIbIBAs.

— Torpa 3auem oH mpecieqyeT TeOs, JapuT AOporue nogapku? YTo 3T0 MO-TBOEMY, €ClIv He
mo0OO0Bb? — TACKOBO MpoMypiblKasia CBeTKa M CMaxHyJa Clie3y C MIeKH OIPYTH.

— Hy, He 3Ha10. .. Bo3MOXHO, 51 HAOMUHAIO €My KOro-To. .. W, BooOIiie, sl eMy B JIOUKH TOXKYCh.
OH HaM HUYEro He PaccKas3blBaj O CBOEH JIMYHOM KU3HU. MOXKET, 51 HAOMUHAIO EMY €rO J10Yb. . .

— Koneuno, 310 Bo3mMoxHO. Hy Tak y3Haii 3T0 y Hero.

— 51 6010Ch. .. — IEBYIIIKA BCS ChEXUIIACh, BTSTHYB TOJIOBY B TUICUH.

— Jlapka, Hy, OKaJIylCTa, HE CTpajail Thl TaK. XOYelllb, 51 IOTOBOPIO C HUM?

—Her, CBetuk, He B3gymaii! f Oyny knath. .. Sl Bcerna Oyay ero skaath. .. — C evasblo B rojioce,
HO TOPKECTBEHHO MpousHecna Jlapouka.
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I'nasa 7

Korzaa Hacrao BpeMs BblITycKHOro 0asta, ApceHuid nogapui Jlape BeMkosenHoe miatbe po3o-
BOT'O 1IBETa, B KOTOPOM OHa MPOCTO pacupena. Bor Gepu e€ u Bean Ha chEMKH (pruitbMa 0 30ITyIIKe
WM Kakoi-HuOynpe npuHuecce. Cpasy Obl Jaiu miaBHylo ponb! Ha aToM mpasaHuke ApceHuid He
orxoaui ot Jlapsl, 1 1axe, BiepBble, TAHLEBAJ C HEW MEJIJIEHHBIN TaHELl. « Yk TENepb-TO OHU TOYHO
o0BsicHsATCs ! »,— mogymana Ceeta. Ha crnienyromuii ieHb, e/1Ba yCrieB MPOCHYTHCS, U Jake He M03aB-
Tpakas, CBeTka nodesxana k Jlapke.

— Jlapék, ThI He cnuib? — 03a004eHHO cripocuia Ceera.

— Her, Ceeruk, npoxogu. Sl moutu Bcio HOUb He cnajia. — CllaIko 3€BHYB U NOTSHYBILUUCH,
Jlapoyka nogoIuia K rnojgipyre v oOHsija ee.

— la Hy..., HaBepHOe, OH TeOe B JIIOOBH MpU3HaJICcsA? — cTpoma goraaku CBeTka.

— K coxanenuio, HeT. .. — OIyCTUB IV1a3a, cKasaa Jlapka.

— Ho BbI Tak TporareysbHO TaHLIEBAJIM C HUM Ha BBITYCKHOM! CTO ITyZI0B, UTO BbI LIEJIOBAJIMCH C
HUM Buepa. [laBaii, OblcTpeHbKO Mpu3HaBaiicsi! Y CBeTH B I71a3aX MMOSIBUJICS OTOHEK HEMOIeTTbHOTO
UHTEpeca.

— Cgetka! MHe Tak 31oro xoresnocs! Korzma Mbl ¢ HUIM TaHLIEBaJIM, OH TaK MPHKaJ MeHs K ceOe,
aX JyX 3aXBaTWJIO..., 51 ObUIa yBEpPEHa, YTO OH MEHS MOLENYET. . ., S YyBCTBOBAJIA €0 KeJlaHHe. . ., —
MeuTaTesIbHO cKasasia Jlapa.

— Ho, Moxet ObITb, OH He XOTeJ MPUIIIONHO? — C HaJekJI0M B rojioce crpocuiia Ceera.

— 4 Toxe Tak nogymana. Ho motom-Tto, Kora oH MpoBOsKajl MEHs1, MbI OBUTH OJTHH. .. — TPYCTHO
yneiOHynack Jlapa.

— A ThI... THI IpU3HAIack eMy? — He orcraBajia CBeTKa.

— Tel npeacTaBigenp, S Tak 1 HE OCMENNIIACh. — Jlapa BUHOBATO MOCMOTpEIA Ha MOAPYTY.

— Hy u nypa! Ckonbko eme Oynenib My4uThb ce0si? — ¢ pa304apoBaHHEM B rojloce OTBETHIIA
Caerka.

— 3Haenb, s CeroHs HOUBIO PelIniIa, 9YTo CKaKy eMy 000 BCEM 3aBTpa.

— 3aBTpa... A nouyemMy He cerofHs? — He yHuMmanach CBeTka.

— Y1pom oH yexai B ropon. I[Ipuenet Tonbko 3aBTpa. Thl JOBOIBHA? — OTMAXHYJIACh OT NOAPYTH
Jlapa.

— A yemy MHe pagoBatbes? BApyr Tel OIATH CTPYCHIIB? — HEAOBEPUYMBO Npon3Hecna CBeTka.

— Her, peweno! — Jlapa noarsepansia CBOK pEIIMMOCTb, 3aKaB NaJIbLIBI B KyJIaUKH.

Ho cnenyrommuii nens npunéc Jlapke Hecuactbe: ymepiia e€ 6adymika. .. Tuxo Tak, Bo cHe. Jlapka
3alll1a K Hell yTpoM, CIIpocuiia e€, XO4eT JIM OHa Yero-Huoy/ib, a Ta He OTBEYAET. . .

Boxe! Bennas Jlapa! Ona mmmiack caMoro pogHoOro v OIM3KOro YesioBeKa, KOTOPbId 3aMEeHHIT
€U ¥ MaTb, 1 otua. Teneps Jlapouka ocranack COBCEM OfiHA. .. ApCEHUN yTelall €€, HA Ha MAHYTY He
orxonu oT He€. KoHeuHo e, BCI0 KaHUTE b C TOXOPOHAMH OH B3sUT Ha cedsl. 3aruiaTtiil KoMy Hajlo,
U T€ BCE CAENAJN B JTy4IIEM BUJE, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO.

Jlapka HECKOJIBKO JJHEl Xouiia B KAKOM-TO OLIEMIEHEHUH, Kak Oy/ITO He OCO3HaBaJla BCEro TOro,
YTO C Hel mpou3onuto. OHa HU C KEM He pa3roBapvBajia, Ha BOIIPOCH HE OTBEYasa, BOOOILE He CIIbl-
1ana, 4ro et ropopsr. Eil ObUlo OueHb TsKeNno, HO OHA Jaxe He ruiakaia. OnHaxkabl ApceHui e
CKazaJ:

— Jlapouka, Mus1ast MOsI IEBOYKA, Thl [10IL1aUb, POfIHAS, TeOe JIerye CTaHeT, 51 3Halo. . ., — 1 [orJ1a-
o e€ no rosnose. Tyt Jlapa He Belaepkaia U paspsianack. [lnakana oHa o4eHb JOIroO, CKJIOHUB
CBOIO I'OJIOBKY Ha IUIe4o ApceHus, a oH Monva rmaaui e€. [ocie atoro Jlapa crana yxe kak-To pea-
TMpPOBAaTh Ha OKPYKAIOIMI MU, HO IT€4ajib U TOCKA IIPOYHO 3aCEU B €€ AyIle. A BCKOPE M OHU CTalld
MIOCTETIEHHO BBITECHATHCS I0OPOI MaMsAThIo 0 OalyIIKe.
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Apcenmuii Bc€ BpeMs cTapaiicsi oTBiieub Jlapy oT rpycTHbIX Mbicieid. OH cTai yacto Oparthb eé
co Cgeroii B ropop. [Tokynasn um OUIETHI TO B KMHO, TO B Tearp, TO B IIUPK, a CaM OTIPABJISIICS
10 JIefiaM, 2 MHOTJa U caM XOAWJI ¢ HuMU. KoHevHo e, He 3a0bIBaJIM XOAUTDb U B IIEPKOBb, CTABHJIH
CBEUKHM B TIaMsATh 0 JlapuHo# Galy1ike.

B oaun npekpacHblii IeHb, cujisi B Kae — MOpOKEHOE U yIIIeTasi INIOMOUp CO B3OUTHIMU CITUB-
KaMu, ApCeHUi IPOU3HEC HPABOYUUTEIbHYIO PEUb:

— JIeBOYKH, BBI YK€ OKOHUYMJIM IIIKOJTY, CTAJIM COBCEM B3pocibiMu. He mopa i Bam nogymats o
Oymymem? YToObl 4ero-To JOCTUYb B 3TOM KU3HU, OCOOSHHO KEHIITMHAM, HaJI0 00s3aTeNIbHO TIOITY-
YHTH BhICIIEe 0Opa3oBaHue. Bbl, HaBepHOe, yxke 3HaeTe, KeM XoTuTe ctath? Ho, YToObI BBl HE peliif,
sl IOMOTY BaM BCEM, YeM CMOTY. A MOTY 51, IEeBOYKH MOH, MHOTO€, Y TIoBepbTe. Tak uTo, 1eJ10 OCTa-
€TcA 3a BaMHU.

— Ho novemy BbI Tak 3a00THTECH O Hac? — CBETKA peluia MOCTaBUTh BCE TOUKU HAJ «H».

— 4 nmpocto GonbIoi SroucT. MHE OCTaB/IsSIeT OrPOMHOE YAOBOJIBCTBUE MOMOTaTh JIOISM,
KOTOpbIE MHE JIOPOTH.

«OTBeT, KOHEYHO, JOCTONHBIN»,— ogyMasa CBeTka, — «HO TaK HUYero v He mposicHsieT. Pa3se
CKaXeT OH cervac mpaBiay, Tem Oosiee npu MHe?! OnpenenéHHo, Jlapke HaJ0 TIOrOBOPUTH C HUM
TeT-a-TeT, U HeMeUIeHHO. ..». Y Jlapsl ObutH Te ke Mbiciii. OHu BooOIe yacTo co CBeToi qymMau
O/IMHAKOBO, MO3TOMY M MOHMMAJIU JIpyr Apyra 0e3 CJIOB, MHOI/IA JOCTATOYHO OBbLJIO OJHOTO TOJIBKO
B3MJIs/1a. BOT M ceifuac, CTOMIIO UM TOJIBKO TIOCMOTPETh APYT Ha Jpyra, Kak CBeTka yxe 3Haja, 4To
Jlapka pemmace. ..

Bech ocraBimmiics e CBeTKa He Moryia HalTH cede Mecta. OHa HUKAK He MOIJIa JIaTh pa3yM-
HOe OOBSICHEHHE CBOEMY OECIOKOMCTBY. «ApCEHUI e YMHbI 4YelIOBeK, U oH JoouT Jlapy, 51 ke
BUKY... BO3MOXHO, OH IPOCTO HE XOUeT HaBsA3bIBATh CBOIO JIIOOOBH Jlapouke, COMHEBasiCh B €€ UyB-
CTBax K Hemy. .. Ho 4to xe MHe He 1aéT mokos 7». CBeTa B3s1a KHUKKY Y MPUHSIACH 32 UTEHUE CBO-
ero JOOMMOTO JEeTeKTUBA, HO CTPOUYKH MPHITAIU TEpej I71a3aMu, IyTaUCh, 10 He€ HUKAK He JI0XO-
AW CMBICT TipounTanHoro. Hakonerr oHa Opocuia 3T0 6ECTONKOBOE 3aHSATHE U BKITIOUMIIA MY3bIKY.
VY CBeTku CTaJM ykKe CIMIAThCS I71a3a, KaK BIPYT MOCIHBINIAICS TPOMKHIA CTYK B IBEPb, KOTOPYIO
OHa yCriesa ye 3aKpbiTh Ha HOYb. «/ KOro 3T0 npuHecna Helerkas?», — MpOHECIOCh B TOJOBE Y
neByHIKH. .. CBeTKa Mocrelmia OTKPhITh JBePb, O0SICh, UTO OMATH OyAyT CTY4aTh U pa3zOyasaT MaMmy
¢ AHJIPIOIIKOM.

Ha nopore crosna Jlapka, Bcs Kakas-To pacTpellaHHas ¥ 3apEBaHHas.

— Oit, Jlapék, uro ciyumiocs? [Tpoxomu ObicTpee. Yto ciyumnoch ¢ Toboi? Ha tebe nuia
HeT! — UCITyTaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa CBerta.

Jlapa mMomya mpoiuia B KOMHATY MOAPYTY, OyXHYJIach Ha T0JI, 3aKpbljia JIMLIO pyKaMH, U 0e3-
yepxHo 3apbiiana. Ceera nmpucena kK Jlapouke, oOHsIa €€ 3a IJIeUH.

— Hy uro ¢ To60¥, ponHasi..., Hy roBopu xe! OH obunen 1eds?

Jlapa oTpurareiabHO 3aMOTasIa TOJIOBOM.

— Her... Ho CeHs He TOOUT MeHS. . .

— Tak... naBaii ycriokauBaiics! $1 Tebe ceiiuac mpuHecy BOJIbI, i Thl MHE BCE paCCKaKelllb.

Jlapa BbINMIa XOJOTHOM, POHUKOBON BOAWYKH, 3aTeM, HAOpaB e€ B JIAJIONIKY, OpbI3HyJa cede
B JIMII0, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMJIACh M TTPUHSIIACh PACCKA3bIBATb.

— Ceetuk! CeromHs 51 TBEPIO pelwia cKa3aTh eMy o cBoel mooBu. Korga s nmpuiiia Kk Hemy,
OH OYEHb YIUBWJICS, Beb sl He ObUTa y Hero Hu pasy. f maxe He moHsiia, 0OpagoBajcs Jiu oH. Mel
C HUM BBITWIM Kode, MOOOTaIN Tak, HU 0 4éM. [1oTOM OH MOMpOCKI MeHs, YTOOBI 51 paccKaszaia
eMy O TOM, YTO MEHsI My4aeT, BeJlb He TIPOCTO ke TaK s MpuUILIa K Hemy. U TyT s1 eMy npu3Hasach B
moOBH. ..,— Jlapka 3amMorTyana ¥ CHOBa XOTeJa 3aryiakaTh, HO BCE-TaKH cAepxkana ceos.

— U 410 %)e oH, rag, orBeTHI TeOe? — CBeTa roToBa ObLIa pa3rHEBAThCH. . .

— He Hano, CBetuk, He Ha3biBai ero Tak! OH B3sU1 MOIO JIaIOHb B CBOM PYKH U CTajl FTOBOPUTH
MHE O TOM, KaKasl 5 CJlaBHasi, XOpollasi, KpacuBasl, 4To 51 Haiiay cede gocToiiHoro mapHs. OH roBo-
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PWJI, YTO OTHOCUTCS KO MHE, KaK K MJIaJIIIIel CeCTpEHKe WK JIaxke TOUYKe, Belb Y HAC Takasi pa3HUIIA
B Bo3pacre. $1 crayia yOexaTh ero B TOM, UTO MHE HUKTO He HyXeH, KpoMe Hero, a pa3HHIla B BO3-
pacre — 3To MyCTAKU. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 51 BBIMIAJIWIIA, YTO XOUY, YTOOBI OH, U TOJILKO OH CJIeNial MeHs
JKEHIIUHOM.

— Hy b1 naéms! Y oH, KOHEUHO ke, 3TUM Bocroib3oBasics?! Y Tebe He MOHpaBUIIOCh? — CTPO-
wia poragku CBeTka B HETEPIICHUH. . .

— Her, oH cka3ay MHe, 4TO TOJILKO 3aKOHUEHHBIN MOJIEI] MOT OBl BOCIIONIb30BATHCS CUTYaITEH
Y COBPATUTh MAJEHBbKYIO, YHCTYIO J€BUYOHKY, U UTO MEHsI OH MOPTUTh He codupaercs. XOTs s He
MOHUMAIO, pa3Be MOXET UCTIOPTUTh MEHS ero JII0OOBb?

CBeTKa xoTeJia cKa3arhb MOpyre, 9YTO OHa, BOZMOXKHO, OTOBOPUJIACH HACUET €ro JOOBU, HO HE
crasia e€ emié OoJbIIe TPABMUPOBATD.

— U emg, Mbl He OIIMOTUCH C TOOOM: Yy HETO JIEUCTBUTETHHO €CTh I0Ub, U 51 HAa He€ OUeHb MOXO0XKa,
npeacTaBJisieb!

— Ha, kak B Bony rsinenu! Ciyiai, a, MOkeT, OH Bc€ BpET? UTo-To 311eCh HE TaK. .., — 3ayM-
yiBO npousHecia Ceerta.

— Ilouemy ThI Tak cuuTaerb? — yauBuiaach Jlapa.

— A 1€ ero J104b, MOYEMy OH HUKOTJ]a He TOBOPHWJI HaM O Hew? MoxkeT, OH Ha XOIy BbIIyMaJl
9Ty rctopuio? Ham e npuIiia Takast MbIC]Ib B TOJIOBY, BOT U €My MPHIIUIA. . .

— OH Bc€ 00BSICHWII ¥ TIPABAOINOI00HO OTBETHII Ha Bce Mou Bompockl. Co cBOel keHON OHU
pa3BesCh IATH JieT Haza. OHa Harta ce0e KaKoro-To Xaxajis-HeMIla U yexasia ¢ HuM B ['epmanuio,
3a0paB J1I04b C COOOM.

— Ho Benp oHa He MorJIa MPOCTO TaK B3SATh U yeXaTh C €ro JoYepblo, HYXKHO ero coriacue! —
BO3MyTMIach CBeTKa.

— A kypa emy ObUTO ieBaThesa? OH fad. ..

— Uro tH roBopuiib? OH MOr OBl OCTaBUTH JIOUKY ceOe, eciu Tooun e€! — He yHuMalach
Cgertka.

— A THI moAyMaza o TOM, YTO y He€ ecTh el U MaTb, KOTOpasl TOXKe JIOOUT CBOIO J0Yb HE
MeHblITIe, 4eM OH. M Torja nena B Gu3Hece y Hero IIM He Tak XOPOIIo, Kak ceiyac. A TOT Hemell ObuT
JOCTATOYHO OOECIIEYeHHBIM YEIOBEKOM.

— Ho BbI ¢ ApceHreM HU KamneJbKu He TIOXOKU JPYyT Ha JIpyra, oYeMy ke Thl HaTlOMUHAEIIIb
€My ero J104b?

— OHa noxosa Ha MaThb. ..

— Boo0iie-To Tak, mo-moemy, He ObIBaeT, YTOOBI JUTS TIOJTHOCTHIO TIOXOAUJIO TOJIBKO HAa OJTHOTO
U3 poAMTENie. A eclv 9TO BCE e Tak, TO Thl JOJIKHA HAIOMUHATh U €ro OBIBIIYIO CYIPYTY..., UTO,
3HAeIIlb JIM, He 0YeHb-TO XOpoIo 1yist Tebs. [IpeacTapiserns, oH Tebs 1eNyeT, a TyMaeT O Hei!

TyT, yBUIEB HecUacTHOE BhIpakeHHe JIuIa moapyru, CBeTKa MoHsiIa, YTo COONITHYJIA JIUIITHEe.

— O, mpoctu Mens, nypy! S He xoTena TeOs1 oropyars. ..

— Jlymaelib, MHE 3TH MBIC/TA He TIPUXOIWIN B TOJIOBY? — C TOCKOM B Tojioce oTBeTma Jlapa.

— Oii, Jlapéuek, uro x Terneps OyneT-to? Uto oH mpeasioxui tede? Beap Tenepb Bbl He CMOXKETe
00IIAaThCS TO-TIPEKHEMY.

Cgera, B TIOpPBIBE SMOIIMH, BCIUIECHY/IA PyKaMU M 3aMOTaJia TOJIOBOM.

— OH HajzieeTcs, 9TO y MEHsI BCE 3TO IMPOMJIET B CKOPOM BPEMEHH, a MOKa MPEJIJIOKUII TOCTYTUTh
B Xopoiiiee yueOHoe 3aBesieHre. OH lyMaeT, 4To KOT/Ia 51 CTaHy CTY/IEHTKOM, Y MEHsI MOSIBATCS] HOBbIS
3a00THI, IPYy3bsl, KEHUXHU. . .

— Tol 3Haemb, OH npas!

— A emié oH cKa3aJl, 4To HUKOTJa MeHsI He OpOCUT U Oy/ieT oMOoraTh MHe JIaXke TOrja, Korjia s
BBI/TY 3aMyk. TOJNBKO MHE ero IoMoIIb Tenepb He HyxkHa. [TycTh ydirie o cBoel qouke 3a60Tutcs! —
pelmTeNIbHO 3asaBuia Jlapa.
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— Ioapyra..., s He xouy ¢ TOOOW CIIOPUTH, OAHAKO OH TpaB! Thl ke HUKOro, KpOMe Hero u
He BUjena... JlaBail BMecTe MOCTYyIMM B YHMBEPCUTET, Y HAC HAUHETCS COBCEM MHas ku3Hb! Bor
YBU/IUIIIb, THI TOMIOOMIIB IPYroro YesioBeka, a 00 ApceHnu Oyaenb BCIOMHUHATH C YABIOKOM, Kak O
CBOEH MepBo¥ JIIOOBH, — MbITA/IaCh yoequTh noapyry CeeTka.

— 41 He xo4y Ipyroro, MHe HUKTO HE HyXKEH, KpOMe Hero...— M3 JIapKuHBIX MPEKPaCHbIX I71a3
OIATh Py4bEM moTekym cié3pl. — Hy nagHo, CBerouka, st movay JOMOH, He Oyday JocTaBarh TeOs
CBOMM HBITHEM.

— Croit! Hukyna Tl He noizems! OcraBaiics y MeHsl, celyac YailKy IMOIMbEM. .. Y MeHs ecTb
BKYCHBIE IT€UeHbsI, cama JIesaa.

CBeTKa, UCIYTaBIIKCh, YTO MOJPYra MOXET YIUTH B TAKOM COCTOSTHMM, CXBAaTHJIA €€ 32 PYKY.

— Cnacu6o, Ceruk! Ho MmHe nipaBaa noma Oyzer Jiyuiiie! — paccestHHO ckasana Jlapa u nmombl-
Tajach OCBOOOAUTH CBOIO PYKY U3 LENKHUX PYK HOAPYTH.

CBeTka 0YeHb CHJIBHO B TOM COMHeBasiach. OHa TBEPIO peliiia He OCTaBJISATh MOAPYTY OHY,
CMYTHbIE TIPETIYBCTBUS TPEBOKIIIH €€.

— Xoporto, Jlapék, nonum Kk Tede. Bcé paBHO THI OT MeHsI POCTO Tak He OTAesaemibes. — U
CBeTKa pemmTeIbHO MoCeIoBaa 3a noapyroi. Jlapka xorena Bo3pa3uThb, HO 'y HE€ MPOCTO HEe ObUIO
Ha 3TO CUJI.

Jlapouke IeCTBUTENBLHO JOMA Jierye He crano. Beé 3aech HanomuHano o HéEM. Kyna vu 6poch
CBOH B3IJIs, Be3Jie JIGKUT BelMIila, rnojapeHHas um. Jlapka Opocuiiack Ha KpoBaTh, YTKHYJIACh B
TIOJIYIIKY, ¥ BHOBb pa3peBenach. CBeTKa Jieria psiIbIIKOM, OOHsIIa MOAPYTY U 3apblaia BMECTe C
Hell B 3HaK COJMAAPHOCTU U, KOHEYHO K€, OT JKaJIOCTU K Hel, a 3a00HO U K cede: y Jlapku XoTb U
OJIHOCTOPOHHSIsI, HO JIIOOOBB, a K Hell, Oefonare, Aaxe Takasi He MpuxoauT. HakoHelr ycTanocTs B3sijia
CBOE, M OHM YCHYJIU, OOHSIBIIMCh, U U3PE/IKA BCXJIUIBIBASI BO CHE.

[MpocHyBimck, CBeta oOHApYXWIa PAAOM C COOOM OrpPOMHOrO MYIIMCTOrO MeIBE.si, TOro
caMoro, oJapeHHoro ApceHreM Ha AeHb poxaeHus Jlapel. CBeTka nouysiia HeoOpoe. OHa BeTasna
C KpOBaTH, Mpodexanach 1Mo KOMHaTam, A0M ObUl TycT. «Jlap€uek, Muiiasi, Kyga Thl MofeBaiach?
Mosxert, Ha ynuiy nonuia?». Bo qBope Toxke Jlapku He Obi1o. CBeTKa BEpHY/Iach B JIOM, 3alllia B
KOMHaTy, IJie OHU CMajid, 3a4eM-TO 3ariissHysa 1o kposatb. «O Boxe, urto s genao! Yk moa Kpo-
BaThb-TO OHA TOYHO HE 3aKaTWach, a B MPSATKU MBI C Hel JaBHO yke He urpaem. Ho rae ke oHa?
Heyxenu k aTomy xmbIpio modexana?». Tyt B3risaa CBeTKH yIiai Ha MMCBMEHHBIN CTOJ, ¥ OHA YBH-
Jena JIMCTOK Oymaru, UcrielpeHHbI BUTHeBaThiM JlapkuHbiM moguepkoM. CBeTKa CXBaTUIIa €ro
C TPEBOTOM MPUHSIACH YUTATb.

«Caetuk, modumMast Most ioipyxka! I[Tpoctu MeHs, 3a TO, YTO 5 TaK MOCTYIAIO0, HO 51 HE MOTY
uHave. [loHnmaenb, s1 He X04y MOMaAaThCs eMy Ha r71a3a. He Xxody HU BUIETh, HU CIIBIIIATH ero. U
eILE, TEPIETh HE MOTY, KOI/1a MEHS JKaJleloT. A 4TO, KpOME KaJIOCTH, S MOTY IOJYyUYMTh 371ech? 51 Xouy
cama yCTpOUTh CBOIO CyabOy Oe3 ubeii-moo nomoru. [loemy B ropon, yerporoch Tam. He 6ecriokoricst
000 MHe, nHorAa 51 Oyay crnath Tebe Bectouku o ceOe. He ckyuaii! [la, mo3aboThes, moxanyicra, o
Muytke. Bo3bmu ero cede, mycTh OH HaloMUHaeT Tebe 000 MHE M OXpaHseT TBOM COH, KaK HEKO-
raa oxpansut Moit. Hy Bc€, moka. CeeTuK, s moomo 1eds! [TomHn, yTo Kpome Tedst y MeHsI HUKOTO
HeT». CBeTKa B yace OMycTuIach Ha moji. Bot u cOpumnchk e€ mypHble npeauyBctBusi! Ho urto ke
terniepb nesath? Kak Jlapouka OyneT kuth ofHa, 03 IeHer U KWbsl B 1y>KOM, HE3HAKOMOM ropoie?
Brpyr cepatie CeTsl ckanock OT HECTEPIUMOU OOJH: a XOUeT Jii oHa BooOme xkuth? TyT eit nmpen-
CTaBWJIACh JKyTKasl KapTHHA: Oe3bIXaHHOe, 00e300pakeHHOEe TeJlo e€ TIOOUMOM MOIPYTH BBITACKH-
BalOT U3 peku... Her, Tormutbcst oHa Bpsia Jiu 3axoueT. OHU OIUH pa3 BUJIENIHN YTOIUIGHHHKA, T/Ie-TO
C HeJIeNTo MPOOBIBIIETO B peke. DTo ObUIO 3penuiie He IS cTaboHepBHBIX. [IeBYOHKU TIOTOM IIeTbii
MecsIIl He XOIVJIM KYIaTbCsl Ha PeUKy, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, UTO Kapa CTosiyla HeBbIHOCUMasl. Tora oHu
TBEPIO PEIIMIN, YTO HUKOTa He OyayT TONUThCs! «A BAPYT OHA PEIIUT OPOCHUTHCS MO MOe3 I, KaK
Anna Kapenuna? Cnasa bory, uM He npejacTaBujiach BOZMOKHOCTD JIMIE3PETh JIIO/IEH, MOMABIINX
T0J1 TIOE371, HO, IyMAaeTCsl, 3TO 3peJvIle AajieKo He U3 mpusATHbIX ! Heyxkenu oHa nmo3Bomut cede Tak
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BHIIIsAACTH? Dy, Kakue rafKue MBICITU TPUXOSAT MHE B TOJIOBY. . ., HO HAJIO e YTO-TO JeJIaTh, HeJIb3s
CHJICTh CJIOXKA PYYKHU. BO-TIepBhIX, HAJO O CIyYMBIIEMCsI paccKka3aTh APCEHHUIO, BCE-TaKH 3TO U3-
3a Hero BcE mpou3onwio. [la U BO3MOXHOCTEH y 3Toro ¢paHTa Mmooosbile, 4YeM y MeHs: TeJedoH,
MaIlliHa, J1a U CBSI3U B TOpOJie, HaBepHsIKa, Toxke ecTh. Cefiuac 0OBACHIO BCE Mame, OHA TIOUMET, a
3aTeM OTIIPABJIIOCH HA TIOMCKH JIapOYKM C STHM 3JI0MOTyYHBIM ApceHreM, Oy/lb OH HelaaeH».

3unanga [lerpoBHa, yCIBIIIaB MCTOPUI0 OO0 WCUe3HOBEHWM Jlaphl, CXBAaTWIAch 3a Cepille.
Caetka ObICTpeHbKO Hakamasa eil «KopBayon», pyras ceOs 3a TO, YTO Cpa3y BbUIMJIA HA MaTh 3Ty
TOPBbKYIO MH(POPMALMIO, JaKe HE MOArOTOBUB €€.

— Oii, MaMOUKa, Thl He TepexrBai ToJIbKO! BOT yBUaMIIE, MBI CErofHs e HailaeéM e€. — CBeTKa
cTapajach TOBOPUTH CIIOKOWHBIM M YBEPEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— Kak mb1 e€ Haiiném? OHa ke He cooOmTuIa, Tae e€ UCKaTh, Qypéxy! — BCXJIMIBIBAs, TOIOCHIA
3unaupa [lerpoBHa.

— Mawma, s 1oraJpIBaoCh, Ijie oHa MoxeT ObiTh. C ApceHreM MbI e€ OBICTPO OThIIIEeM! — yCITo-
KanBasia math CBera.

— Bot Besipb Haria B Koro BIoOUThCs1! OH ke TOOUTCS e B OTIIbI! — MPOIOKast BCXJIMITHIBATb,
ckazasia 3uHauja [lerpoBHa.

— OH 1 BoctipuHMMAJ €€ Kak Joub! He Mor yx Kak-To nmomMsrde ¢ Heil 0O0UTHCH. . ., — C YIIPEKOM
B ajipec ApceHus ckazaia Ceera.

— CBeTouKa, Hy a Kak OH MOT il oTBeTUTh? COBpaTUTh, ONIO30PUTH OSTHYIO JEBYOHKY, ChHIIPaB
Ha e€ jioBepuH U MooBU? A MOTOM uTO OBI C Helt ObuT0? Her, mocTynui OH MpaBUiIbHO, Aaxke O1aro-
poaHo. A o gpyrom xaseto, CBerouka! — cMaxHyB C IIEeKH cie3y, ckazaia 3uHauaa [lerpoBHa.

— O yém, mamouka? — CBeTKa Bcsl 00paTUiIach B CIIyX.

— 3710 Beap 5 e€ nmpoBopoHmia. [Ipeanarana xe e, 3acpaHke, MOKUTh y HAC, XOTeJla ONEKY HaJ
Hell 0hopMuUTh, 2 OHA — HU B Kakylo. He xoTena, BUaUTE JiM, Ha IS0 KO MHE CaauThcsA. Bbina Obl
3IECh, PAABIIIKOM, TJISITUIIIb, U He OCMENTUIAch Obl YUTH. A Thl, CBETHK, KakK e Thl e€ ymycTmia? — ¢
HOTKaMU COXJICHHS | yIpeKa rmpousHecia 3uHanaa [leTpoBHa 1 ONSITh IPUHSIACH BCXJIAIIBIBATD.

— Ecyu Ol 51 3HaMa 0 JIapKUHBIX HAMEPEHUSIX, BCIO HOUb He criajia Obl, — CTajIa ONPaBIbIBATHCS
Cgera.

— Ecnm 611 na kadbl, Toraa 6 Bo pry pociu rpudbl. CBeTHk, Oeru Obictpee K CeHbke, eMy MOKHO
JIOBEPSITh, U TOMbITaliTeCh HaUTH e€. MokeT, 51 ¢ Bamu noeay? — 3uHauaa [lerpoBHa ¢ rOTOBHOCTBIO
BCKOUMJIA C Kpeca, Ha KOTOPOM CHJea.

— He Hago, MaMouka, Mbl CIIpaBUMCS, a ThI 3[Iech AHJIpIOIIKe Hy)Ha. Bc€, Oery! — He ycrena
cka3aTth CBeTKa, Kak yxe Obl1a 32 TOPOroM JoMa.

Ecnmu ckazare, uTo ApceHuil oropumics, y3HaB o mooere Jlapbl, T0 3HAYUT HUYETO HE CKa-
3arh! Ha HEéM numa He ObU10... OH JI0OJAT0 MOYAs, TOJMBKO CKYJIBI XOIMIA XOMYHOM U KOCTH Tpe-
IIAJI B CKATHIX KyJIaKax, a spKue, BhIpa3uTesIbHBIC I71a3a BAPYT KaK-TO Cpa3y MOMEPKIIA U 00ecIIBe-
Trich. CBETKe TIOKa3aJioch, YTO OH ceivac 3aruiauer. Bunena Obt Jlapka, Kak OH pacCTpoUTCs U3-32a
e€ mobera, MOXeT, 1 He cOexasia Obl Torna. HakoHer| oH npuiién B ceOst ¥ IPOX pUTIEIT:

— Tak, CBetka, ObicTpo Toexanu. Thl, Kak e€ JIydInasi oipyra, MOXelllb MPEIIONIOKHTh, TIe
OHa, OeryistHKa 31akast. Hy s eff 3a1aM, Kak TOJIBKO Hau Ty !

CHauvana onu 3aexayim Kk CeruHol 1€TKe. Pazymeercs, Jlapsl Tam He okazanoch. Banentune
TumodeeBHe nanmu HoMep TenedoHa ApCEHHS W MPOCKIIN TTO3BOHUTH, KaK TOJBKO OHA TOSIBUTCS.
Hanee moexamu k ['opozernkomy. BrioiHe BeposiTHO, OHa 3axo4veT 3apaboTaTh HEMHOTO JEHET, CTaB
mozenbio Onera @énopouya. VX BCTpeTil BCE TOT ke OXPAHHUK.

— 3napascrByiite, Mbl K ['oponenikomy. S — monens, Bbl MeHst moMHUTE? A 3TOT Y€JIOBEK — CO
MHOW, — PeIIB ONepeIuTh COObITHs, CKa3zana CBeTka.

— Iloporast Mos1, €CJIH ThI €70 MOJIEJIb, TO IIOUEMY e THI 371eCh, a He Bo ®@paniuu? Pa3se Tol He
B Kypce, uto Oner ®énopoBruu cTaj nodeauTeseM MexIyHapOJHOro KOHKypca U cefiuac padoraer
10 KOHTPaKTy ax B camoM Ilapuxe?
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CBeTKa MOKpacHesa ¥ roToBa OblIa MPOBATUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMJII0. YeCTHO roBOpsi, OHA XOTesa
MPOM3BECTH BIeUYATIEHHE Ha APCEHHUsI CBOEH 3HAUMMOCTBIO, 4 cama cejia B TaKyIo IPA3HYIO JIyXKYy. . .

— Tyt em€ ogHa nceBIOMOJENb NMPUXOAWIA HeJaBHO. la BBl ¢ HEW B MPOLUIBIA pa3 BMECTe
ObLTH. A ceiiyac, 4To *ke, IIOCCOPWIIUCH, UTO Jii? Tak 3HAYMT, BB BCE-TAKW HE TPOIUIA KaCTUHT?

OXpaHHUK MPUTOTOBUJICS CKA3aTh UM €IIE YTO-HUOYIb SMaKOe eXUIHEHbKOE, HO ApCeHuU mpe-
pBaJ ero:

— Cnymait, 6paran! JlaBHO Jiv1 Ta, ipyrasi, IpUXoauia croaa’?

— Jla HeT, rae-To yac Hazaj, a 4Tto?

— Jla Bcé okkeit, Opatan! Tonbko mpockOa y MeHsI Oy/IeT Takasi: KOrja OHa eIl MOSIBUTCS 3/1eCh,
TMI03BOHU MHE, Jaapl? BoT TenedoH, — ApceHnil [ocTan u3 0apceTKy BU3UTKY ¥ TIOJIOXKUI €€ Ha CTOJ
niepes; OXpaHHUKOM.

— Jla uto MHe, ienath OOJIbIIEe HEYero, TOIBKO 32 TBOUMU JIEBKaMU CJIeAUTH?

— Obuxkaernin, Opatan. Ho 51 Te0s He 00mxy. Bo3Harpaxy 3a O€CIOKOHCTBO.

C >Tumu coBaMu ApCeHUI M3BJIEK OTKYJA-TO JBMKEHUEM (DOKYCHHMKA 3eI€HYI0 OyMaxKy
JOCTOMHCTBOM CTO AOJUIAPOB U MPOTSIHYJN €€ OXpaHHHKY. «He MHOroBaTo jiM 3a OIWH 3BOHOK 7» —
MPOHECOCh B MbIC/AX Y CBeTku. To ke camoe MomyMall ¥ CTpask MopsijiKa:

— ¢1 He Mory cToBKO B35Th. MOE OGECIOKONCTBO HE CTOJb JOPOTO.

— Bepwu, pa3 gaio, y MeHsl HET MeHbIIIe, — CKa3asl APCEeHUH 1 MOCMOTPeEIT Ha Hero CBOMM (hup-
MEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, TIOCJIe KOTOPOTO €My HUKTO eIl He OTKa3all.

— JlagHo, cnacu6o. A ecnu 'opomenxuil mpuesner BAPYT, TOrga — 3BOHUTH? — OXpaHHHK
OepekHO B35JT BU3UTKY, JIEKAIIYIO TIepe]] HUM Ha CTOJIe, 3aBEPHYII €€ B KYIIOPY M aKKYPaTHO YJIOKHUII
B KapMaH.

— O6s3atenbHO! OH TOXE MPUTOAUTCS.

— Be3 mpobem.

— Hy nanpt! BeiBaii, Gpatan!

OnHu MOTYa BB U, HE TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, MPOILIA K MAIMHE.

[Tocnennssa CBeTkuHA HaJekAa pyxHyJIa, KaKk KapTOYHbIi TOMUK. Eii cTano tak napimmso, 4To
OHa He yliepXajach U 3apeBesia BO BECh I0JIOC.

— Cgetka! He peBu! Ectb em€ onqna mpicauiikal

A CgeTKa yxe He Moria ocTaHoBUThes. E€ 3aHecio B cyrpo0 TOCKU U MeYaIu.

— CBeruk, AeBOYKA MOSI, €CIIM Thl ceiuac ke He YCIOKOMIIbCS, MBI TMOeJeM JOMOM, a TBOS
MoOUMast TIOIPYKKA OCTAHETCSI 3/1eCh U Oy/IeT HOYeBaTh 1MoJ] 3a00pOM.

Ero cnoBa o6mam CBeTKy Jie[isTHOM BOJION, M OHA CKOpOTaIMTe bHO Tiputiuia B cedst. C Apce-
HUEM UIyTKH IJI0XHU!

— Bot u ymuuia! A mbiciib y MeHs Takasi. Jlapa — ieBouKka He riiynasi, MOM pa3roBOpPHI O Jajib-
HelieM 00pa30BaHUK MOTJIM IOWTH 10 Hee. . .

— BbI XoTHTE CKa3aTh. .. HAJ0 UCKATh €€ Cpe/li a0UTypUEHTOB?

—Bo3moxHo. Ceityac mpoIBbIpHEMCS IO YHUBEPCUTETaM U y3HAEM, HE 1T0JjaBajia JId OHa 3as1B-
neHre. Moxet ObITh, OHA AyMaeT, HaMBHAsI AEBYOHKA, UTO TaK JIETKO MOCTYNUTH Tyaa?

— Her, Hy 51 moHuMal0: IeHbIM, CBSI3M, HO IOIIPOOOBATh MOXHO. ..

—Bot u THI Ty %€, mpoBUHIIMANIOUKA! S yBepeH, UTo BbI e1IE BOCIIONb3YeTeCh MOEH MOMOIIIBIO !
CBeTHK, J1aBaii, TIOKa He TIO3[IHO, 51 IOMOry TeOe, IMoJaBai 3asBieHue B moOon BY3, a Jlapka motom
npudexuT!

— Hy, Bo-niepBbIX, 6e3 Jlapku s1 He Oy/y U MBITaThCS, & BO-BTOPHIX, KOT/IA HAAEM €€, Mbl 000H-
némcs u 6e3 Bac. YBepena, uro Jlapka Tenepb OTKakeTcs OT Bareii momortu.

— Hano ckazatp Te0e, Most Joporasi, 4To OT MOe TIOMOIIM €€ HUKTO He oTKasbiBaics. Eciu
HaJi0, Oy/1y JeHCTBOBAaTh MHKOTHUTO.

— JlagHo, moexaiu, s rorosa!

— Bor 1 ymHunal!
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Bo MHOr#x y4eOHBIX 3aBeJCHUSIX YK€ HAUaIMCh BCTYUTEIbHBIE K3aMeHbl, B HUX Jlapouka He
ycriena Obl ToJaTh JOKYMEHThl. ApceHnid co CBETOM CTaji MPOBEPSITh CIKMCKU MOCTYMAIOIINX B TE
BY 351, KOTOpBIE emE TPOAOIKAIN IPUHUMATD 3asIBJIeHUS OT abUTypreHTOB. K coxalieHnio, Hu4ero
YTEHUIUTENBHOTO JIst ceOs1 He HAlluTM. APCEHHIA JOTOBOPHJICS C TIpe/IcCeaaTe s IMK MPUEMHBIX KOMHUC-
cuii Bcex BY30B, uTo oHU coo0mar emy o nosiBjieHuu Jlapbl HeMe/IJICHHO.

W yxe yepe3 ABe Hefleny OHY 3HAJIM TOYHO: HU B ouH 13 BY30B Jlapka noctynars He 3axoTena.
Ha Bcskmil ciyyail oHM IpOBEpWIIM U KOJUIEKU. Be3pesysbraTtHo... «A BIPYr OHa TOYHO pellnia
CBECTH cUeTa C JKU3HBIO?» — C OTYassHhEeM | 00JIbI0 B ymie nogymania CeeTka, — «Ecim 310, He nai
Bor, cnyuniock, HaIo UCKaTh € Cpe/li HeOMO3HAHHBIX . .. XOTs HET. .., OHA e B3sJ1a ¢ COOOH JTOKY-
MEHTHI, OATBEePKAAIOIIHe €€ JINIHOCT. ..». Ho Jlapku He ObUTO HU cpeid ONIO3HAHHBIX, HU Cpen
HEOMNO3HaHHBIX. .. COBCEM OTYASIBIIMCH, OHU XOTEJIU YK€ MOAKIIOYUTH K MOUCKAM TMOIUIHIO, ¢1abo
HaJlesICh Ha €€ 3(pPeKTUBHOCTD, HO BIIPYT.. ., HAI0 UCKaTh BCce BO3MOXHBIE IyTH. [1o nopore k otae-
JICHWIO TIOJAINH, BJPYT PE3KO 3aTpernan MOOWIbHUK ApceHusi. 1o Obuta CBeTHHA TETS.

— Apcenwnii? Bbl mpocuiv mo3BOHUTS, eciii BAPYT Jlapa oObsaBUTCA. . .

— Yro? — Bcrpenenyics Apcenuii. — OHa y Bac? — OH B HeTepnieHuu 3a€p3al Ha CUJIEHbE, a
CBeTKa 3aranja JbIXaHue.

— E€ camoii HeT, HO BECTOUKY OHa MpUCIIaa.

—Yro ¢ Heit?

— 'V Heé Bc€ xopouo. [Ipuesxkaiire!

— Enem!

Banentnna TumodeeBHa BcTpeTwsia UX € KaKMM-TO CTPAHHBIM BBIPAXKEHHEM JIMIIA, MOKHO
ObLIO CKa3aTh, YTO OHO M PAJOCTHOE, ¥ I'PYCTHOE OJHOBpeMeHHO. Kak Oyato oHa He 3Hamna: pajio-
BaThCS €l UJIM OropyaThCs.

— 4] Hanuta e€ B MOYTOBOM sIIIMKe, O3 KOHBEPTa, BOT B TAKOM BHJIE, — KOHCTATUPOBAJIa OHA,
nepejasasi 3alUCKy B pyKu ApceHus.

3anucka macuna: «Jloporue moun, Cera u Apcenuii! {1 3Haio, yTo Bl uiliete MeHsi. He Hamo
3TOro Aenarh. Jlaxke ecau Bbl MEHSl HaWAETe, YTO MAJIOBEPOSITHO, HE CMOXKETE K€ Bbl MEHSI CHIIOW
yTammuTh 1oMoi? Y MeHs Bc€ xoporno! 4 yerpowiack Ha padoty. [Tomoraio oiHOM HHTEJTUTeHTHOM,
MOXUJION KEHINHE TI0 XO3SICTBY, )KUBY B e€ KBapTupe. [IoaToMy 32 MeHs He OeCIIOKONTECh, Y MEHS
BCE €CTh: U XWIbE, M IeHBI'W, U UM, Bpems oT BpemeHu Oymy cooOmaTh BaMm o ceOe. Beg, moka.
Jlapa».

— Yo BB tymaete 00 3ToM? — TETKA MpedbIBajia B HEPEIUTEIbHOCTH, — MOXKET ObITh, OCTABUThH
e€ B mokoe? OHa Xo4eT ceituac Mook Th HEMHOTO caMocCTosITeNTbHON. CTOUT Jn e Memmarh? 1o BCE-
Taku e€ COOCTBEHHas! KU3Hb, MyCTh CaMa el U PacropsiKaeTcsl.

[Nocrenenno ronoc Banentunst TumodeeBHBI TproOpeTant yBepeHHOCTb.

— BsI He GecniokoiiTech, OHa ke O[] TPUCMOTPOM STOM JKEHIIMHBI, a 51, B CBOIO O4Yepe/ib, BCe e€
cooOreHus1 Oymy 00s3aTeNIbHO MepeaBaTh BaM.

— Xoporo, T€TsA. DTO NUCHMO Jyuliie, yem Huuero. [lo kpaiiHeit Mepe, Mbl 3HaeM Terepb, YTO
OHa *kuBa!

CBeTKy HACTOJIBKO OJOJIENT MBICTH O JIapkrMHOM CyMIujie, YTO OHa ObLIa MOYTH CYACTIIMBA,
KOIZla IIpOYMTasa 3aucKy. B ma3ax ApceHus yutaiach pelMTesibHasi HOTKa, OH BIPYT 3aCYEeTHIICS
Y TIOCTICIINJI PACKJIaHATHCS.

— Cnacu6o Bam, Banentuna Tumodeena! Ham mopa exats!

— Ofi, peOsATKY, s e TMHUPOT JJIs Bac Ucrekia. /lapaiite mombEéM Yaiiky, a TIOTOM BBI TTOE/IETe.
ITO He 3alMET y BaC MHOTO BPEMEHHU !

— Cnacu6o0, T€1s Basb, Ham JIEHCTBUTEILHO TIOpPA €XaTh, CKOPO yXkKe CTeMHeeT, a JOPOTH caMu
3HaeTe Kakue! — pemnwia nogjaepxarb ApceHust CBera, XOTb €id M HECTEPIMMO XOTEJIOCh OTBEIATh
KyCOY€K IHUpora.
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— Torma Bo3pMUTE €ro ¢ co00M, B AOpore Mokymaere! — kak OyATo mpovuTaB MbICiu CBETH,
HACTOATENBHO 3as1BuIIa BanentrHa TumodeeBHa 1, ObICTPO 3aBEpHYB MUPOT B OyMakKHOE MOJIOTEHIIE,
cyHyna ero B pyku CBeT/aHbl.

Cgera oT Ay nodarogapria CiaCUTEIbHUITY CBOETO POTOJIOIABILETOCs KeTyJKa H, oI po-
I[aBIIMCh, MOJIO/IbIE JIIOJV BHIITUIA W3 KBAPTUPBI.

Capsce B mammny, CBerta cipocuiia ApceHus:

— M1 Tenieps He OyneMm e€ uckarb?

— Kro 1ebe ckazan? Xors Tede, JEUCTBUTEIILHO, COBEPIIIEHHO HE3a4eM CO MHOW MOTaThCs, 51
cripaBmiock onuH. O pe3ysbratax cooory Tede, He repexuBai !

Caerka XoTena BO3pa3uTh, HO, COOOPA3MB, UTO ITO OECIOE3HO, MOMYA YTKHYIACh B OKHO
MamuHsbl. [lepes B30poM JeBYIIKM METbKaIU )KUBOIMCHBIE TIel3aXK1, HO OHU €€ BOJHOBAIM ceiuac
MeHbIIe Bcero. «Jlapy Hemnb3st 6pocaTh Ha IPOU3BOJ CyAbObl. OHA eIé MasleHbKasi, MOsI TIOZIPYXKKa.
Ko 3Haer, uto B30pen€T eii B rosioBy? OiHa, B 4y:KOM rOpoJie, TaKasi XpyrKasi, JOBepUrBas, He3alu-
meéHHas. .. Ené He u3BecTHO, IpaBy JIM OHA MUIIET WU ITPOCTO MBITAETCS HAC YCIIOKOUTD, YCHITUTD
omutenbHOCTh ?» CBeTKa, yTOMIIEHHAs! OECCOHHBIMHM HOYAMU, JOJITUMH ITOUCKaMHU M OECKOHEUHBIMU
nepekKUBaHUSIMU 32 TIOJIPYKKY, HE3aMeTHO YCHYIIA. . .

C tex nop ApceHuii e3aui1 B ropor ofauH. OH MOAKJIIOYMII K TOMCKaM BCE CBOM KaHAJIBI U CBSI3H,
Ho Jlapky Tak 1 He Hanwm. Bckope ApceHnid perm yexarth u3 cefa, npegynpenus oo srom Ceery.

— 41 3aBTpa ye3xkai. 31ech MHe Jienath Heuero. JKuBsi B ropojie, MHe OylIeT Jierye OThICKaTh
Jlapy. Ecnu BOpyr oHa mosiBUTCS 3[eCh WJIM HAIUIIIET, TO3BOHU MHe, Xopomo? Tel 3Hael» HOMep
Moero MooupHUKA. [lymaro, uto Jlapka Oyaer aepxkarhb ¢ TOOOH cBs3b. OHa JIIOOUT TeOs U HE JIOIY-
CTHUT, 4TOOBI THI CTpajiaia u3-3a He€. KcraTw, 3Haenb, KTo BO3Bpalaercs B ceyo?

— W xro xe?

— Crenan!

— Jlyurie 6b1 Bo3Bparuiach Jlapka!

— Kcraru, eciiu y Te0s1 mosiBUTCA CBsA3b ¢ JIapoid, CKaku ei. .., — TYT ApCeHUN 3aMsyIcs, OTBEIN
B3[JISA]] B CTOPOHY, M, TSKEJIO B3JIOXHYB, MPOIOJIKUIL,— ThI CKAXKH €H, UTo s JII0OJIo e€. . .

BunHO Ob110, YTO ApCEHMIO HENErKo JaliCh 3TH CJIOBA, OH MOYYBCTBOBAI Ce0sl HEJOBKO M
OBICTPEHBKO yaanmicsi, octaBuB CBeTKy B 3amemiaresibecTBe. «Bot nanor! [ToueMy oH He ckasan ei
00 3TOoM panbliie? Hudero He ciryqninoch Obl. .. A, MOKeT ObIThb, OH BpET? UyBCTBYET ceOsi BAHOBATHIM
Y 3TUM NPU3HAHUEM Hajeercsl BepHyTh €€ qomoi? Kto ero 3Haer... S ckaxy Jlapke, ckaxy, JuIib
Obl OHA OOBSBUIIACH ! »
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I'maBa 8

B teuenun Tpéx set Jlapka npuchuiaja BECTOUKH O ceOe TOJIBKO M0 Mpa3iHuKaM: Ha HoBblii
I'on, Ha BocbMoe MapTa 1 Ha CBETKUH JIeHb poxAeHHs. BripoyeM, Ha 3TUX KpacHUBBIX OTKPBITKax 0e3
00paTHOrO aJipeca W IMOYTOBOTO IITEMIIeNs, OPOIICHHBIX B MOYTOBBIH suK Banentunsl Tumode-
eBHbl, JIapka no3pasisia cBO NOAPYTY, kejajla el BCEro CaMoro HawIyydllero, epeasaa Mpy-
BeT CBeTrHON Mame U T€Te Bate, o cebe ke TomycKasia HCKITIOYUTEIbHO KPAaTKyIo HH(pOpMaImio: «Y
MEHS BCE XOPOLLIO».

U BOT Teneps BAPYT MpHIIAlIieHHEe HA CBaIbOY. .. «MoXeT ObiTh, y JIapku AeHCTBUTEIHHO BCE
Ob110 XOpomo? M Mbl HanipacHo 3a He€ nepexuBain? Momnozel, geB4oHka! Oi, Kak MHE He TepIUTCs
YBUJIETb €€, MOPAJoBaThCs U MOIUIaKaTh BMECTE C Hell, Kak B Oblible BpemeHa. Hazio OpicTpee Oexathb
K Crenany!». CBeTKa BbICKOUWIIA U3 KAJMTKU U TaJIoNoM MoHecnach Kk oMy Crenasa, paciuyras IO
JOpOre CTPOMHYIO BEpPEHUIy ryce. I'ycak, naynmi Bo IlaBe CEMENUCTBA, HE CTEpIIES TAKOro HeyBa-
JKUTEJIBHOTO OTHOIIEHUS K ce0e M, TPOMKO IrapKHYB, HanHy1 CBeTky 3a Hory. OHa BCKpUKHYJIA, HO
HE CTaJia BBISICHATh C HUM OTHOLIEHMS, JIMIb YCKOpHJIa cBoi Oer. ['ycak, mouyBCTBOBAB MpaBy Ha
CBOEH CTOPOHE, KAKOE-TO BPEMsI ITPECIIE0BAI HAPYLUMTEIBHUILY TIOKOSI, HO, TaK U HE JIOTHAB €€, BO3-
BpaTWICA K CBOMM OIJIOE/IaM.

CremnaH CTOsUI OKOJIO KQJIUTKU M YBJIEUEHHO Oece/loBajl ¢ MECTHBIM «aJIKOHABTOM». B3risiHyB
Ha Hero, CBeTka cpa3y noJymaja o TOM, YTO eMy He clieqyeT 3Hath o Jlapkunoii cBagpOe. Bapyr o
NOSIBUTCSA TaM U OyZIeT BceX IMyraTb CBOMM KpaiiHe HENPHUATHBIM BUIIOM, a Jlapka CropuT OT cThlia.
Tenepb, N30aBUBIIUCH OT JBYX CBOMX *€H, CTenaH nepectay ObITh Uy:KakoM B 3ToM ceiie. C ero
KOPOHHOM (ppazoii: «Bce 6adbl — 0. ..» ero NpUHIMAIH B JIIOOYI0 MYKUIKYI0 KOMITAHHMIO U HAJIMBAJIN
CTOIIOYKY CAMOTOHKHM, OH C PaJOCTBIO OIPOKMUIBIBAII €€ B CBOE HYTPO U MPOJOJIKAJ pa3rarojabCTBO-
BaTh Ha JIAaHHYIO U3MOOJIEHHYI0 TeMy. YacTo K HeMy 3aris/iblBajId APY3bsi — COOYTUIBHUKM, U OHU
BMeCTe KOJOOPOAMIIN BCIO HOYb, HE JlaBast ONMMKANIIMM COCEAsIM CIIOKOMHO MOCHaTh: TO U JeJI0 U3
noma Crenana JOHOCHIIICH KaKHe-TO CyMacIle e KPUKH, 3BOH OBbIOIIErocsi CTeKJIa, BHICTPEIbI 3
OXOTHUYbETO PYXKbS U APYTUE IIyMbl HEU3BECTHOIO NMPOUCXOkIeHUS. CTelaH U B JIy4IlUe BpEMEHa
He O/ucTall KpacoToM, a Terepb U MOJABHO: OH BECh CMOPILIWJICS, BBIIVISAE] COBCEM CTAPUUKOM, a €r0
JIMLO TIOYTH Beerja ObUIO paciyXIIUM M OLYyTJIOBATHIM OT OecripoOyIHOTO NbSHCTBA.

— 3napacere, asaaa Cren!

— A, Cetuk, NpuBeT, Kakas HeJerkas Teds npuHecna’?

Cobecennuk Crenana, cierka NoKauyMBasich, yOpasicsi BOCBOSICH.

— Jana Crén, MHE MO3BOHUTB HAZI0, MOKHO?

— a-na, 3B0HM Ha 310poBbe! UTO, KEeHUXU 0OBSIBUIIUCH, UTO JIK?

— Jla oTKyga UM B34ThbCA, KeHUXaM-To? TETe X0uy MO3BOHUTH B rOpOJl, KaK OHA TaM.

— UYro-To ThI 3acusienack B ieBkax, CBeTka. Thl 5k KpacaBulIa, JaaHas, (purypucras Takas, rede
Obl My’Ka NPUJIXYHOTO HAJIO.

— O¥4, 1aIHO, 51 3BOHUTH 10OETy,— OTMaxHysach OT Hero Ceera.

— Tonbko, 3Haemb, — 3akpuyai el Bjoronky CremnaH, — Buepa y MeHs cxoika Obuia, a Muiika
OyTBUIEM MYJIbHYJ B TeJIe(hOH HEHAPOKOM, MOKET, TOBPEAUT YEro.

«Tonpko 3TOro MHe ceifuac He XBaTajo»,— uciyragach CBeTKa U MOAXBaTHIIa BATSABIIUICS B
Kopuope Ha noiy tesaedoH. «l'ocrioau! Jlumib Ol 0H padotan!» — B3monunack Ceerka. Ho on mon-
YaJi, HUKakux ryakoB. OHa crayia TepeOuTh ero 3a mHyp. «Hy, naBaii, MIUICHbK W, JaBaii, padoTai xe
Thl, HaKOHeIl. [Toxaiy#, mepectas JOpoXKUTh TOOOM XO35MH. .. A Bpsij 11 MHIIIKa HEHAPOKOM, TTO/IN
CIeMagbHO X0Ted oToMcTuTh CTenany 3a 4to-T1o». TyT CBeTka 3aMeTuiia, u4to TeJeOHHBIN IITHYP
cBOOO/IHO OonTaercs B Bozayxe. «OH ke MPOCTO OTKJIIOYEH. MOKET, MIHYp Kak-To 3aJeiH. ..». [loa-
KJIIOYUTh TeJiepoH K ceTH He cocTaBuiio A1l CBeTku Oosblioro Tpynaa. M BOT paspasics A0aroxaaH-
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HBIA rynok. «Cnaa Bory!»,— CBeTka ax Bcrotena ot BonHeHus:. C 3aMUpaloyM cepieM Ha0paia
HYXHBIA HOMep. Pa3 ry/ok, 1Ba ryiok, TpH. ..

— Auno, s Bac ciymaro! — yenpimana Ceera JajieKuid, HO TaKOW POIHOM ToJIOC MOAPYTIH.

— Jlapék! — ejie CiIBbIIIHO IMpoJieneTaia OHa.

— CgertuK, 3aiika Mosi, 310 Thi? ['OBOpH rpoMue, TeOs TII0XO CIIBIIIHO!

— Jlapouka, st xouy ObicTpee yBuaeTh Te0si! — yxe nmoutu Kpuyaia Ceera.

— Tbl moroBopuiia ¢ MaMoii?

— Ila, oHa coryacHa!

— Bel enere Bce BmecTe?

— Her, g onna. ..

— CgertuK, 5 3ae11y 3a TOOOH 3aBTpa, XOpOIIo?

— KoneuHo, s 1y Teds ¢ HeTeprienueM, noapysxkka! Tel, mpaBaa, 3aMmys BRIXOAUIIIL? 3a KOTro?

— 51 Bc€ pacckaxy TeGe mpu BCTpeye.

— Hy nangHo, Jlapéuek, memyio 1eds!

— 4 Toxe! o BcTpeun!

Caerka Opocuiia TpyOKy Ha pbluar ¥ B3BU3THYJA OT pagoctu. OHa xoTena yxe 0exarb JOMOM,
Kak BAPYT HEBOJILHO OTIIATHYJAch, yBueB Ctenana. OH Clblai BECh pa3roBop. ..

— Tax 3HauuT, CBETHK, THl 3BOHIJIA HE TETE. ..,— C TOPEUBI0 M 00N 101 B rojioce mpon3Hec Cre-
TaH.

— Hsana Creén, 4... — pactepsiHHO 3asienerana Ceera.

— Th1 3BOHMIA MOEH JouepH, s 3HaI0, — TPYCTHO YIIbIOHYCsS CrenaH.

— Hans Ctén, s He 3HaJIa, 3aX04eT JIM OHa, YToObl Bl 3Hamu. .., — mpomsimimna Ceera.

— Ha..., oHa, BO3MOXHO, U HE XOYeT MEHsI 3HaTh. .., HO 5 e MOMOraJ ei, Tak cKa3arb, MaTe-
puanbpHO, CBETHK, THI ke 3HAelllb, sl He 3a0bIBaJl O Hell.

— Henbru He Bc€ pemaioT, asasa Ctén. Eil He XBaTano poauTeIbCKOM JJACKU 1 3a00Thl! — HaKO-
Hell-To pus B ceOs, ckazana Ceera.

— Hla, Tl 1IpaBa. A s — UAMOT, KPYIJIBIA UAKOT, €IIE Ha YTO-TO HajesuicA. [lymasl, oHa MOAOMIET
Korja-HuOyIb KO MHe U cKakeT: «[lama» ... A Tenepb OHa MeHsI CThiIUTCA. .. Ho, mociyimaii, oHa xe
HE 3HaeT, 4To 51 OIATh 371ech! CBeTKa, MO3BOHU el U CKaku 00 3ToM! — permmTesbHO 3asBi1 CTernaH.

«Yrto ke nenarb, boxe moit! f He xouy paccrpauBath Jlapky nepen cBaabOOH, €CJIM OHA €ro
yBUAUT. .. Yto aenats? A, Oynp 4To OyJeT, pacKpoio emy I71a3a, U MyCTh 5 Jy4dllle ero oOmxKy, yem
JOCTaBJII0 HEMPUATHOCTH CBOEH JIIOOUMOM TOIPYKKE» .

— Mana Ctén, oHa, KOHEUHO, He 3HaeT, 4To Bel 31eck. Ho crout nm et roBoputh 00 310M? BhI
nocMoTpute Ha cebs B 3epkaiio! [la Bl e€ mpocTo Hamyraere CBOMM BUIOM, M OHA YK€ HUKOTJa He
Ha30BET Bac «mamoii». CoxpaHuTe e B Heil MpUATHbIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS O Bac, nipesxxHeM. {1 3Hato, B
ayme Jlapouka moout Bac, Beib OHa ¢ TaKUM BIOXHOBEHHMEM OTKpbIBajia Barm NmoChUIKY, U 0B
Xyzoro o Bac s HUKoOrzIa OT He€ He cllblaa.

— T kKak OyaTO XOPOHUIIL MEHS 3aKMBO. XOTS, THI MPaBa: 51 — HUKYEMHBIN YEJIOBEK, s yMep.
W 310 BCE ["anbka, crepsa, youia MeHs1, BCe COKY U3 MEHS BbIKIJIA, Be/IbMa. Thl e ITOMHHIIb, KAaKOW
s16b11? AX 112, OTKy/Ia Tebe MOMHUTb, Bellb TeOs1 1 He Obuio Toraa! Jlydrie Obl st ¢ JIapKuHON MaTepbio
OCTaJICsl, OHA XOTh W TYJIAIIel, HO J0Opoi 0adoii OblTa, a YK KpacaBuIlel — MUCAHOM, BeCh Oebiii
CBeT 3aTMeBasia cBoel Kpacotoil! Jlapouka oueHs Ha He€ moxoxa. Thl He TpelCcTaBsenb cede, Kak
s X0uy e€ YBUJIETh B OEJIOM ILIaThe, T0YKY MOIO!

— Jsana Cténouka! Bel ke HUKOra He BCTpedanuch ¢ Jlapoid, a Bcerga HaOmomanm apyr 3a
apyrom uszpaieka. M uro ke, tenepb Bbl npesactanere nepen Hell B TakoM Buje? Bwl yBuaute eé
HecyacTHbIE IJ1a3a, CMOTpSIIKME C KalnocThio Ha Bac... Craner s Bam ot 3toro serye? — neltajiach
nocrydarbest 1o pazyma Crenana Ceera.
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— JleTka Mos1, ThI peskeltb MeHs 1o xkuBomy! Ho, 3Haelb, ¢ CeroqHsIIHEro THS s 3aBA3bIBAIO,
XOuy MpeJCcTaTh YeJIOBEKOM Iepes cBoell 1oukoil. Tl Bepuib MHe? ... — CTenaH MaxHy/ pyKoil B
CBeTKMHY CTOPOHY Y TOPBKO 3aIuIaka. . .

Caetka OblIa B IIOKE, OHA HUKOT/Ia HE BUJIENA ero TakuM, OHA BOOOIIE He TyMaJia, 9YTO MYyK-
YUHBI YMEIOT IJIaKaTh. .. OrpOMHBIN KOM KaJIOCTH BBHIPOC B €€ JyIlle, M OHA He 3HaJIa, 4TO el Terepb
TOBOPHTH €My, Kak ceOs BecTh. OHa CcTosiIa KaK BKOTIAHHAsI M TOTOBA ObLJIa cama pa3peBeThCsl.

Bo3MOXkHO, 3TO ¥ CIIyIUIIOCh OBI ¢ HEeld, eciii Obl B IOM He Bomén Muxamn. OH Toxe JOCTOUH
obL1 kanoctu. Kyma neBasiack ero Obutast kKpacora? A Beflb €ro BO3pacT MO3BOJIST €My Ha3bIBAThCS
MYKYUHOH B MOJTHOM pactiBete cuit! Ho, yBBI. .., HUKTO He pUCKHYJI OBl TaK €ro Ha3BaTh. . .

— 9W, nad — Crenas, Thl Yero HOC nmosecu? BeimuTh uto i Heuero? JlaBaii, MaTh TBOIO, COOM-
paii KOCTOUKH | rovanaiy K JIpoHy, OH cerofHs rae-To 6a0ku HaapiOal, rynser oparsa!l

Caetka 3aMeTnIa, Kak 3absectrenu ria3a Crenana. «BoT kKak Masio Hy)HO YeJTOBEeKY /IS cyua-
CTbsI!» — C 9TON MBICIIBIO €€ KOM C JKaJIOCTBIO CTaJl MOCTENIEHHO TasATh, a AyIlla HAIMOJIHSIACh JOCee
HEHCIIBITAHHBIM, HEMPUSTHBIM YYBCTBOM Hapacraroiiero npespeHus. «4ro xk, 31ech MHe OOJbIle
JeJaTh Hevero, Hajio MOTaTh OTCIONA, OT Irpexa nojaajbiie». CBeTka MeMEeHTOM BbUIETEeNIA U3 0Ma U
Opocuiach HayTEK. DTO cliesiaia OHa Kak HeJib3s BOBPEMs, MIOCKOJIbKY MuIlka Opocuiics 3a Hell ¢
kpukoM: «[lomoxam, Kyna Tel pBaHy/a, ero3a? Mul ceronHs 6orarsie, U Tede 0OJOMUTCS KYIII, TIPH-
JIMYHBIA KYIII, CIBIIIIIG?» CBETKa MPUITYCTHIA, YTO ObUTO Mour. Hakonern, Muiiika BHIIOXCS, Max-
HYJ pyKo# 1 BepHyJics K Crenany.

— 39X, TaKyI0 JeBKY YIYCTHJIU,— C TOPEYbI0 BOCKJIMKHYJ MHUIIKa U Tpsi3HO BhIpyraics. — [Ipu-
KHHb, OblTa ObI yKpallleHneM CToja, Aa U 3apadoTtaia Obl MPUIMYHO. IpOH — IIeApbIA MBI, s €ro
3HAIO.

— Tsl nosierye Ha moBopoTax, — BcrpeneHyscsa Crena.

— U kak g e€ paHbinie He 3aMedan? — He oOpaias BHUMaHKs Ha ciioBa CTernana, MpoIosiKa
COKpyHarbcsi Munika.

— Thl IEBYOHKY HE TPOHb, MaJIeHbKasi oHa eie! — 3amminan Ceery CrenaH, MaTepHO Pyrasichb.

— Hu xpena ceGe, masieHbKasi, 3T0 ¢ TakoU-To 3aaHurierr! Cam Beap roBopuilib: «Bce 6a0bI —
0...». Ecri Obl He yu3HYy/a, OX ¥ TPOHYJ OBl 51 €€, yCMUPHUIT Obl €ro3y JAUKYIO. . .

— Jla oHa TeOe B Iouepy romuTCs, KO3E Tl HeytoAeIanHbli | — ria3za Ctenana HeroOpo moonéc-
KUBAJIH.

— A 3a KO371a Thl MHE OTBETHIIIb, NEC MIETYINBbIN, — U BRI Ha CTernaHa Takoe CoOpyKeHHe
MAaTEpHBIX BBIPAKEHUH, YTO TOT MPO ceOs1 YCMEXHYJICS: JIO Yero ke KPacuB U Pa3HOOOpa3eH PyCCKUI
SI3BIK !

— Tl 1 Tak 10Yb MOIO cebe BBIMUCAI, U emE BceX 0ad KpacuBBIX HA ceOsl TSAHET, HUKOMY He
JA€ET, — Mo Muxania UCKa3uioch OT 3JIOCTH.

Crenan B3MIsIHYT Ha MMIIIKY, a Y TOTO PYKH Tak M 4yecasich HaOuTh eMy Mopay. «Ecimu Tak
Oy/IeT MPOIOJIKAThCS, eIé MTHOBEHHUE U TIO-TI0 MOE POIHOE TIOMJIO, OCTAHYCh HU COJIOHA XJICOABIIIH,
9TOTO HEJb3s AOMYCTUTh HUKAK».

— JlamHo, Mu1ika, KTO cTapoe MoMsIHeT, TOMY IJ1a3 BOH! A 3Haelllb, Hallla Jo4b, Jlapka, 3amyx
BeIXOAUT! 3a 31O cTOMT, MUXa, BHIIUTH! — IPYyKeTI0OHO U TOPKECTBEHHO cKazan CremnaH.

— Jla ny... IlpaBna tBosi! Tak nmapaii, Onsixa Myxa, OflHa HOTra 37iech, Apyrast Tam. Jpuraem! —
Muiiika ObUT SIBHO JOBOJIEH TeM, 4To CTeraH, HAKOHEII-TO, «IOJISTUJICS» C HUM J0Yephlo, CKa3aB
«HAIlla», ¥ BCe MPOIILIbe OO IbI OTOBUHYJIMCH HA 3a/THUH I1JIaH.

3a6exaB Bo qBop, CBeTKa OBICTPO 3aKpblia KAJUTKY HA 3aCOB, OMHUM MaxOM OYyTHJIaCh B
J0Me, 3aKpbljia JIBeph HA BHYTPEHHUI 3aMOK U, MPHIKABIIUCH K ABEPH, CMOIJIA, HAKOHEI, IIepeBeCcTU
nyx. Eit Bc€ kazanock, uto Mullika roHATCS 32 Hell.

— Jlouka, uTo ¢ ToO0M? 3a TOOOH KTO, JICIINI TOHUTCS, YTO JIA?

— Xyxe, Mmama, — 151,151 Muina!

— Jla 9yTO emy Haji0, KOO0 HeCYACTHOMY, yX 5 eMy 3aj1am!
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— He Hamo, mama! {1 ybexana ot Hero, OH MPOCTO MOITYTUTh XOTEl. . .

— 41 3Ha10 ero MIyTOYKH, PyKU-HOTH eMy TT00OIoMal0, 4ToO He MOBAJHO OBLIO 32 EBUOHKAMU
oeratnb!

— Mawmouka, ponHasi, 3aBTpa Jlapouka npuesnet 3a MHou! — CBeTKa XoTesa moosicTpee yUTH OT
HETIPUSITHOTO Pa3roBOpa U COOOIIUTh MaMe CIaAKyI0 HOBOCTb.

— O#1, nouenbka! — ycresna cka3arh Mama Tiepes] TeM, Kak CJE3bl CTaIM AYIIUTh €€, 1 OHAa He
MOTIJIa YK€ BBIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA. . .

Cgera nofonua K MaMe ¥ Moil4a OOHsUIa €€, HO He BhIIepkaia U Toke paspblgaiack. OHU
JOJTO TUIAKAIU OT PAAOCTH MPECTOSIIEH BCTPEUX C IOPOTUM UM YEJIOBEKOM U OT OOJIM TpsiayIeit
pasiyku, HO 00e OHU HaJesUTMCh Ha IpsIyIiee CBeTioe OyayIiee.

— Mamouka, — nepoii ounynach Ceera. — Pognast Mos1, Xxouelib, s1 HUKyAa He noeny? Wnu
noegaem Bmecte? JlaBaii moeneM BMecte !

— Caeruk, s roBopuia Tede yxe HacueT ceOsi, MO€ MHEHHUE C TeX TMOp He MU3MEHWJIOCh. A Thl
00s13aTeNILHO TIOE3XKaM, TIOKa He CTajia KepTBOM Kakoro-HuOyap Mutiku!

— Mawma, He Oyay S HUKaKOH XepTBOU, HU 3/1eCh, HM TaM, He BOJMHYy#Hcs! — ckazana Ceera u
JIACKOBO YJIBIOHYJIACh MaTepH.

— Jaii Bor Tebe cuacTbs, fouenbka! — 3uHauaa [leTpoBHa mocMoTpesia Ha 10Yb U IEPeK pecTuiia
ee. ..

Ha cnenyromuii nenn, koraa Jlapa, kpacuBasi, IpocTo CHOrcummoaresbHasi, B CTpOroM J0POroM
KOCTIOME TIpuexajla Ha HOBEHbKOM KPACHOM JUKHUIIE, BCE Cesl0 BHIOEKAJIO TIOCMOTPETh Ha 3TO Yy/I0
MIPUPOIBI B 30JI0TOM 000JI0uKe. Bee oxanmm, axaim, CTpallHO 3aBUI0BAIM, HO BU/IA HE TIOKa3bIBAJIH,
a Bce JlapuHbl OOMIUMKY M3/1aTeKa HAOMONAIN 32 TIPOUCXOIAIIMM, He pelnasich TOJONTH K Hell.
[ymrykanuch, MOCMENBAIUCh, TBITATUCH KAK-TO OXJIaJAUTh CBOY SMOIIHH, 3arJIaJUTh MEKLy COOOH TO
sIpKOe BIeYaTJeHue, KOTopoe MPOou3Belia Ha HUX cyacTivBasi, boratast u 0e3yMHO Kpacusas Jlapka.
A Cgera 1 e€ MamMa He BUJIe/IM HUKAKOW 30JI0TON 0OOJIOUKH, JIJIs1 HUX CYIIECTBOBAJIA Cevac TOJIBKO
ux poporas, mooumas Jlapouka. OHM CTOSITTM BTPOEM, OOHSIBIIVICH, M TUIAKAJIM, HUYETO HE BUIS U
HE CJIBIIIA BOKPYT.

3a 06e10M Bce BOCXMINAIMCH M3BICKAHHBIMU OJTIOlaMM, KOTOpbIe MpuBe3na ¢ codoi Jlapa.
AHJIpIOIIKA TaK XOTeJ HOMPOOOBATh BCE 3TH U3bICKU, KOTOPBIX CPOAY HE BU/IBIBAII, HO OH TaK OOBEJICS
KpEeBETKaMH, JIAHT'YCTaMH, MAIITeTAMU U3 HEU3BECTHBIX €MY NMPOLYKTOB M MPOYMMHU BKYCHOCTSIMH,
YTO MeCTa B JKeJyIKe ISl IK30THUECKUX (PPYKTOB Y HETO HE OCTANIOCH. «A BAPYT OHU BCE ChEIAT, a 5
TaK HUKOI/IA U He MOMPOOYI0 3TUX KOKOCOB, aHAHACOB, KUBH, aBOKAJIO U emE 4ero-To. .. Jlapka roBo-
puIIa, a s1 He paccibiiai. Hy, monoxum, HEKOTOpbIE U3 HUX 51 yKe TPOoOO0BaJI, UX MPUHOCKHI ApCEeHUI.
Ho o e MHe moHpaBHIKCh Toraa! A emié ecTb 1ies1ast Kyya HOBEHbKHX, COBCEM HEM3BECTHBIX MHE
9K3EeMILISIPOB, U IJIe TOJBKO OHa MX codpasia? Heyxenmu BcE 310 OOraTcTBO pacTéT y He€ Ha rpsijike?
Ecnu 51 BO3bMY ceifuac KMBH, TO HUKOI/IA He MOMpoOyIo aBOKa10». Bce 3T TsKKMe pa3MbIIUICHUs 1
COMHEHHMSI OTIIeYaTAJIMCh Ha YTPIOMOM AH/IPIOIIKUHOM JinurKe. CecTpe 1 MaTepu He ObLJI0 HUKaKOro
JieNna 70 ero TPYCTHBIX YMO3AKJTIOUeHUH, OHH BCEIeI0 OMIOTHINCH JIApOUKUHBIMU OOBSICHEHUSMU
Ha TeMmy: «YTo 310 M Kak 310 endar!» Ho Tyt cama Jlapa, B3IJIsIHYB Ha HEro, BECEJIO paccMesiiach,
OyIITO MPOYUTAIIA €TO MBICIIH:

— Anpgpromenbka! Yto, He momMernaercst O0JbIle B JKUBOTHUK ?

Manb4yoHKa, CMyTHBIIKCH, MOJTYa KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— He nepesxwugaii! 4 ceituac orpexy Tebe MaIeHbKUI KycOUeK OT KakI0ro (ppyKTa, ThI MOMPO-
Oyemb BCE, a MOTOM BbIOEpellb MOHPABUBIIMIACA. YK Ui TOOUMOro (pykra y 1eds Halgercs
MECTEUKO?

AHJIpIOIIKA MTPOCHUST OT PaJOCTH: ero JujieMMa Oblla pereHa Tak npocto! IlompoOoBas Bce
(bPYKTBI, OH YBEpEHHO OCTAaHOBUJICS HA KUBH, TOTOMY UYTO 3TOT IUION Y€M-TO HAIOMHHAJI KITyOHHKY,
KOTOPYIO OH IPOCTO 0003KaJI, a B STOM IO/ly OHa [0YeMy-To He ypoauiack. Jlapa 1ana emy HECKOJIBbKO
HITYK.
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— Ecnu xouens, uau, yroctu apysei!

Amnppromka crpé0 B oxarky KMBU U BBIOEKaJ BO ABOD.

— Hy a teneps, Jlapouka, pacckaxu HaMm, Kak Thl JOIILIA 1O %kU3HU Takor? — 3uHana [lerpoBHa
JOJTO KJajia MOAXOASIIEro MOMEHTa, YTOObI 33/1aTh STOT BOIIPOC U Y3HATh HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO HCTO-
puio JIapKMHOTO BBIKMBaHUS, a TETIEPhb yXKe — MPOLIBETAHUS.

— O#1, Téts1 3uH, 3TO Takas AoJiras UCTopus. .., — C HeoXoTor oTBeTuia Jlapa.

— Ho Ml ke HUKYza OKa He ToOponuMcs, paBaa? — He caaBasiach 3uHana [leTpoBHa.

— MHe npocTo noBesso ¢ camoro Havana. Korga s mpriexana B ropor, MeHs Cly4aiiHo cyip0a
CBeJIa C XOpoIiel J00po keHIuHOM. 1 yxaxuBaia 3a Held, moMoraa 1o xo3sicTBy. K crapoctu ona
pelumia nucaTb MEMyapbl O CBOEH, KCTaTH, OU€Hb MHTEPECHOM KU3HHU, U 51 I1evaTalia oj €€ JUKTOBKY
Ha KoMmnblotepe. Kanb, He ycnenu gonucars. . .

— A 4TO CITyumII0Ch, OHa ymepiia?

— Ha, k coxayienuio. § ycrena npuBsA3aTbCs K HEW. ..

— Jlapouka, HO Kak Thl IpHOOpesa AByXKOMHATHYIO KBapTUPY?

— ¥V 370 XeHIMHBI He ObLJIO POACTBEHHHUKOB, M OHA 3aBelllayia KBapTUPY MHE.

— Hy nano xe! Ciyuaercs ke Takoe! — yauBIeHHO nonHsa Opou 3uHanaa [letpoBHa. — A
KAaK Thl IO3HAKOMMUJIACH C MYKeEM? — CIIPOCHJIAa OHA Y TIPUTOTOBUJIACH YAMBIISATHCS JAJIbIIIE.

— Bui He moBepute! OH criac MeHst OT 3JI00HBIX XYJIMTaHOB! — TOPKECTBEHHO 3asiBuiIa Jlapouka.

— Ha ny... Kak ato npousonuio? — 6poBu 3uHanabl [1eTpoBHBI POAOIKAIM TIOI3TH BBEPX.

— Ilocne cmepTy XO3sHKM 51 HUKaK He Morjia HaiTh cebe Mecta. [lepexuBana... S kak Oynro
BHOBb TOTepsiyia OJIM3KOr0, POJHOrO YesioBeKa. Y MeHs Hadanach OecconHuna. Kak-To pas, mocrne
HEYAaYHOM TMOMBITKY 3aCHYTb, S PEIIMIa MPOTYJIAThCS 0 HOUHOMY ropofy. May s cebe, crapaioch
AyMarb O XOpPOILEM, BaC, MOMX POJHEHbKMX, BCIIOMUHAI0. BApyr, OTKyJa HU BO3bMUCH, MOSIBISAETCS
1ies1asi cTasi MOAPOCTKOB M OKPYyKaeT MeHs. {1 )KyTKo mepemnyraiach, IOCKOJIbKY Clblana o decrnpe-
JETbHOM 5KeCTOKOCTH MOJIOABIX JIIOZIEH, OCOOEHHO €CJIM OHU TYCYIOTCS IpyIIamMu. A 3THX ObLIO Yeso-
Bek gecaTh. CHavyasa oHU MoJjioyy si3bikamu: «O! Kakas Ténkal» 1 Tak gajee, IOTOM 3aBEJIM MEHS B
KaKyI0-TO MOJBOPOTHIO U CTaJIM PACIYCKATh CBOM I'PsI3HBIE PYKU. f cTana KpuyaTh U BBIPHIBATHCS, A
YTO MPOU3OILIO MOTOM — He TIOMHIO, B OTKJIIOUKe Obl1a. MOXET, yIapuid MeHsl, UM S C TIepemnyry
B 0OOMOpOK cBaymiach. TONBKO KOTAA s OTKPbUIA I71a3a, UX yXKe U CJIef MPOCThUI, a Mepes MOMMHU
B3opamu npeactan OH. OKa3piBaeTCsl, MOH PHIIIAPD YCIBINAI KPUK ¥ PHOESKaIT criacath MeHs! — Ty T
Jlapka nmobenonocHo nocmotpena Ha 3unauay [lerpoBHy u CBeTKy, OyATO 3TO OHA cama pacKuaasa
TEeX MOJPOCTKOB-HEJOHOCKOB.

— Ila, Tenieps OH TBOU ['epoii! — moHMMast GaHaILHOCTB (hpas3bl, HO He MTPUIYMaB HUYero dosee
METKOI'0, BOCKJIMKHYJIa CBeTKa.

— Tel B npumiaieHny ero Kak-To no-aoMaiiHemMy Hasasa: «Cans». Ero nonHoe ums — Asek-
canap?

— Ha, — cnerka cmyTtuachk Jlapka. — Ho ce0s 51 Toxke 0603Baja mo-gomaniaemy: «Jlapa»!

— Koneuno. A kak ObI ThI eni¢ ce6s HazBaia? Jlapucoit Te0s1 HUKTO He KJIndeT! — mojjiepxania
noapyry Caera.

— Teprietb He Mory 310 uMs! Jlapuca CrenmaHoBHa! MHe Obl em€ M OTYECTBO CMEHHTH! — Ha
mmte Jlapucsl 0TOOpa3UIOCh IOUTH MTPE3pPEHKe. . .

— Ilpekparu HecTH yenyxy, — Bo3pasuia 3uHanja [lerpoBHa. — He ums kpacur yenoseka!

Jlapke He Teprnienock epeBecTy pa3roBop B Ipyroe pyciio, 1 OHa BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Oii, noporue mou, 1 e BaM MOoJapKH MPUBE3JIA U, [T0-MOEMY, BTOPOIISX B MAIlIMHE OCTaBUJIA.
Ceituac nipusecy!

UYepes nare MuHYT Jlapka nosiBUIach ¢ 4EpHOIM CYMKOM BHYIIMTENBHBIX pa3mepoB. Bmecrte ¢
Hell B KOMHATY 3aKaTWicsi AHIPIOIIKA.

— A... xurpen! Kak nogapku nony4arhb, Tak Thl TYT KaK TyT! — paccmesiiach Jlapa. — Hy nagHo,
HayHEM C TeOs, a To Oy/Ielb TyT MO HOraMu MellaThes!
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C 3TuMH CJIOBaMU OHA BBIHYJIA M3 CYMKHU OOJBINYIO SIPKYI0O KOPOOKY, OTKpbLIa €€ U J0cTaja
OTTyJa KPACHBII JKUII.

— Mos mammHa B MuHHaTIOpe ! DTO HKUT HAa paauoyIipaBieHun. — M oHa mpuHsIach OOBACHSTDH
AHJIpIOIIKe, KaK UM YIIPaBJsATh. BocTopraMm Majib4oHKU He ObLIO KoHIAa. OH U MedTaTh HE MOT O
TakoM rogapke! Kpome Toro, Jlapa nopapuia eMy KOCTIOMUYHUK, TAKOW JIETAaHTHBIN, KJIACCUYECKUN U
Hakazaja IpUATH B HEM Ha e€ cBap0y, a elié TErIblii 3MMHUN KOMOWHE30H.

3unange [leTpoBHe OHa Bpyumiia COTOBbIN TeJe(OH:

— 310 Bam, Té1s1 3uH, 4T0OBI BBl BCerna iepxaiy CBsA3b C HAMU M He BOJTHOBAJUCH 3a CBeTy!

— Jlapouka! Cnacu6o Tebe, Most IeBOYKa, HO sI 3HAIO, COIEPKATh €r0 O4YeHb JOPOro, OOKCH. ..

— Huuero He 6oiitech! — nepeduia xennmny Jlapa, — Bc€ ommaueno Ha ron Bnepén. He crec-
HsiiTe ceOsl B pa3roBopax, Moxasyicra.

— Ho, Jlapouka... ThI 3amiaTunia 1ejioe cocTosiHue, 3auemM? MHe, 1paBo, HeyIoOHO. . .

— Térsa 3un, Bl BcE Bpems 3a00Tuiiick 000 MHe, s1 OUeHb 000 Bac, Heyxenu s He Mory
crenarth 17151 Bac ManeHbkuii mogapok?

— Cnacub6o, Jlapouka! Terneps MHe OyneT criokoiiHee. O0elan He Ha/loeqaTh BaM, HO BHI ITPO
MeHA He 3a0bIBaiTe, 3BOHUTE !

— Bot u noroBopuimck! $1 xotena Bam KynuTth emeé MOIHBI OpIOYHBI KOCTIOM, 4TOOBI Bl
MIPUIIUTM B HEM Ha MOIO CBaJIp0y, a TOTOM TOyMaJia, BAPYr Bam He MOHpaBUTCS. . .

— IIpaBwiIbHO caenana, 9YTo He KYIWIa, Y MeHsl eCThb TUIaThe /I TOPKECTBEHHBIX CITyJaeB.

— Térsa 3uH, s MpoCTO penmia OTJIOKUTH MOKYIKY /10 Barero mpuesia Kk Ham, BMeCTe CXOAUM
Y KYITUM TO, YTO HAJIO.

— Jlapouka! [laxe He mymait 00 aTom! — permmTenbHO Bo3paswia 3uHaua [lerpoBHa.

— Huuero, Téts 3uH, Oyaer aeHb, OyeT u nuia!

— Bot umenHo!

— Ho, Hagetoch, ot nmansTo Bel He oTkaxutecs! §1 korma-to mprodpena ero s ceOs, Haaena
napy pas, a motoM 3a0buia Ipo 3TO YyI0, KYIHB KJIacCHYI0 nryoeiky. OHo nomkHO Bam ooty mo
pasmepy, Bbl ke y Hac Takas crpoiHasi!

— Ho Tb1 cama BriosiHe Moruia Obl €ro HOCHTB !

— ¥V MeHs ceiuac CTOJILKO JIMIITHUX BeIlel, s Jake He 3Halo, Ky/a UX JIeBaTh, YeCTHOE CJIOBO.
Bor npuenere, Bam nonoBuny otmam!

3unanza [leTpoBHa npuMepwia MajibTo ¥ CIOBHO COPOCHIIA JIECSITOK JIET C TUIey.

— Hy Bot! Bul Tenieps y Hac koposiea! 3a KOposiéM Aesio He cTaHeT!

— OtKyga 31ech KOpOJISIM B3SIThCA-TO? — KPyKach BO3JIe 3epKaia v Jo0ysAch COOOH, C UpOHUEH
B rosioce cripocuiia 3uHauaa [leTpoBHa.

— Huuero, B ropone Haiiném! — paccmesiiack Jlapa.

— Jlapka! Tsl uTO-TO COBCEM pacriosicajlach, IpeKpaTu ceivac xe! — CMyTuIach KeHIIUHa.

— Bcé, ymorkaio 10 opsl 10 BpeMeHH. .. A Tebe, CBETUK, s 1apio Ty(eTbKH.

— Jlapumk, mHe-TO 3aueM? {1 xe emy ¢ To6oit! — ynuBuiach CBeTka.

— He BonHyiics, Tam TeOs1 okuIaeT KyJa cliopnpu3oB! A ceifuac 51 mpuBe3sia Tede Ty, YToObI
THI He cKazana: «/3BuHu, Jlapouka, s1 He moexy ¢ ToO0i, MHE HE BO UTO OOYThCSI».

CBeTKa 3acMesiiach, OHa BCIIOMHUIIA, KaK OHAK Ikl JIapKe MpUIIia B TOJIOBY MBICIIb BHICTICAUTH
Apcenus B ropoge. OHa npocuia CeTky noexars ¢ Heil. Kakue Tonbko 1oBoaps! He puBomia Ceera,
YTOOBI Pa3yOeanTh MOAPYTY B €€ HeoOMyMaHHOM perieHnd, Ho Jlapa nacranBana. Torma Cetka, B
cep/liax, BhIMaIuia UMEHHO Ty (ppasy, KOTOpyIo ceryac el 1 npunoMHuia Jlapka.

Vike JaBHO MepeBaInIIO 3a IMOJTHOYb, KOT/ia BCe, JOBOJIbHBIC U CYACTIIUBbIE, CBATIMIIUCH B CBOU
KpOBaTH M YCHYJIM CJIaJJKUM CHOM, YCEsTHHBIM MeuTaMH O cBeTsioM OyaymeM. Ha crnenyromee yTpo
JeBYOHKH, PAJIOCTHO MEPErOBapUBAsCh MEKIY COOOM, BJIeTeIM B KPACHBIH KU M COOMPAITUCH yKe
oTbexarb, HO Jlapa BIpyr yBHesa OecTsiye Ia3éHKN AHAPIOIIKU: OH C TAKUM BOCTOPIOM CMOTpE
Ha MaluHy!
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— Téra 3un, Anapionl, caiuTech B MalllMHY, 51 Bac Mpokavy!

Mautpumiiika co CYaCTIMBBIM TMKaHbEM OPOCHJICS Ha 3ajIHee CUieHbe UKuMa, a 3uHauaa [ler-
POBHa, HEMHOTO IO/IyMaB, CeJia PSAJAOM C HUM.

— Téra 3uH, MOXeT ObITh, IIOEIEM CEMYAC BCE BMeCTe?

— Her, Jlapouka, MbI e JOroBOpUIHChH — Oy/ieM depe3 Mecsir!

— 4 mpuiUTIo 32 BAaMU MalIvHYy, cama Bpsiji JIU YCIIEHO. . .

— Koneuno, HO, MOXeT OBITh, MBI CBOUM XOIOM?

— Téra 3uH...

— Hy xoporo.

Jlapa 3aexaina B ceJIbCKUM Mara3uH, HaKyMwia pa3HbIX CJIaJ0cTell AHJIPIOIIKE, ITOTOM BCE eIle
pa3 MOMnpoIAIUCh, BCIUIAKHYIM HAIOCEIOK, 1, HAaKOHEll, JeBUOHKM yexayiu. 3uHauja [letrpoBHa
CMOTpeJia UM BCJIe]], U Ha JyIle Y He€ CKpeOiu KOomKHu. «MoxkeT, s 3ps e€ OTIyCTUIa B HEM3BEeCT-
HocTh? Kak tam oHa Oyner? ... Ho Jlapouka ke cripaBuiIach ¢ TPYAHOCTSMHU, C €€ MSATKUM XapaKTe-
poM... XOTs, AOJKHO OBITh, €i MPOCTO TOBE3JI0, OHA Be/lb TaKasl KpachBasi, BCS B MaTh... A Mos
Cgerka, OHa, KOHEUHO, TOXe 00asiTeNbHas, 1a U XapakTep y He€ moTBEpke. byny HagesaThCs Ha yd-
1iee», — ycrokauBasia cedst 3unauza [leTpoBHa.
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I'maBa 9

— Hy Bor, MbI 1 npuexasm. Bxoxu B Moto o0uTesnb! D10, KOHEYHO, HE XOPOMBI MOETO JIOMMOTO,
HO JKUTb 316Ch MOXHO.

Cgera ocmorpenack BOKpyr. OnpenenéHHo, el 371eck HpaButcs! IlpekpacHasi miiaHupoBKa:
MIPOCTOPHBIN KOPUIIOP, OOJIbIIast CBET/Iast KyXHsI U BE N30JIMPOBAHHBIE KOMHATHI: 3aJ1 M CIIAJIbHS Pas-
MECTWIMCh B KBApTUpE TaK, 4TO JIydllle U He puAyMaenib! A 00CTaHOBKA, TYT U TOBOPUTh HEYEro:
KpacoTa, Jja ¥ TOJIbKO!

— Jlap, kak 3mp0poBo! D10 ) eBpoau3aiiH! M 4to MHe OoJble BCEro HPaBUTCS — HU OIHOM
JIMIITHEN BeIllf, — C BOCTOProM ckaszasia CBeTka. — Y Hac BOH, cama BHENa: KpyroM ofHa MeOesb,
NIPOBEPHYThCS Herae. M xjlamMa CTOJIBKO jKe, CKOJIBKO IYCTBIX MBIC/IEH B TOJOBE. .., — YCMEXHYJIACh
[EBYILKA, — a TYT... Y MeHs HeT coB. Ckaxu, Te0e 9T0 BCE KEHUX YCTPOHII?

— Her, Cgeruk, s cama. C HUM 5 He Tak JJaBHO BCTPETUJIACh, — CMYLIEHHO 3asBuiIa Jlapouka.

— Ho 310 )€ Bc€ 6e3ymMHO goporo! 1o 4TO... BCE HACIEICTBO TOM KEHUIUHBI? — YAUBIEHHO
BCKMHYB OpoBH, npousHecia CBeTka.

— Jla, y He€ ObuIO KoW-Kakoe cocTosiHue. K ToMy ke s Toxke Befib He cujielia, CJIoXKa PyuKH,
paboTaia B OIHOH conuaHou pupMe, — nosgcHUIa noapyre Jlapouka.

— Tl u ceituac Tam padotaeliib?

— Her, moii Oyaymmii Myx He XO4eT, YToObI sl padoTala.

— A To1?

— Kak Tebe ckazaTb... ¢ OZHOM CTOPOHBI, MHE XOUeTCs OBITh ClIeTKa He3aBUCHMMOW OT MYXa,
Yero-To JOCTHYb B TOW KM3HU CaMOM, MOHMMaelb? — THXO cKasana Jlapouka, kak Oyaro 60sich
CBOETO KeJIaHUsI.

— Koneuno, nonnmaio! Besib mouTy o 3TOM NpUYKMHE Thl M CMOTAJIaCh OT HAC, — MOATBEPANIIA
CBeTka BHyTpeHHUe cOMHeHus Jlapouku.

— Jla, HO ¢ Apyroi CTOPOHBI, 51 JIOOMIO €ro U He XO4y CCOPUThCSA C HUM M3-3a 3TOro, — eie
CJIBILIHO BO3pa3uia Jlapouka.

— A Tl HE MOXelllb ¢ HUM JOTOBOpUThCsA? Bl el He jKeHaThl, a OH Y)Ke IIpaBa Kayaer! —
BO3MyTUJIach CBeTKa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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