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JleicTBue pomaHa poUCXoauT B KoHIle XX Beka B Cubupckoil taiire. CMepTesbHO
PaHEHBIN €repb PaCCKa3bIBA€T JOYEPU O TOM, YTO OH KOIJAa-TO CUAET U YHEC C

30HBI uyskoe. [Ipolio MHOTO JIET, HO €ro Hallui U TPeOyIoT BEpHYTh MOXUIIIEHHOE.
VYMupas, oH IPOCUT JOYb ITOCKOPEE YXOIUTh U3 IOMa, MHAYE €1 TOXKE YTPOKAET
OIacHOCTb. BepoHMKa HAXOIUT KJIaj U, YX0[s, periaeT 3a0paTh ero ¢ coboit. Ho 3a
JOMOM YK€ CJIEAUT MOJIOIOW MUTMIIMOHEP MHUTS, KOTOPBIM, HECMOTPS Ha MPOTECTHI
JEBYIIKHU, PEIIAET UJITU C Her B Taury. VX *KIyT HEBEPOSTHbIE MPUKIIOUeHus. im
MPEJICTOUT HE TOJIbKO BBLKUTh, HO Y IIPEOIOJIETh MHOKECTBO MPEMSTCTBUM Ha MyTH
K CBOEMY CUACTBIO. ..
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0. A. CkopoboraroBa. «Bomuamia»

Osera CxopoOoraToBa
Bonuuna

pomaH

I'maga 1. IOTPOM

Beponuka yonro xoauna no secy. I[locie cmepti Matepu, a IOTOM U OTIIa, OHA OCTaJIaCh
KWUTH OfTHA Ha JajibHel 3arMKe. COOCTBEHHO, 9TO OblIa He 3aMMKa, a cTapoe JiecHnuecTBo. Oter ee
MHOTO JIET CITYKUJI JIECHUKOM. B mporiom romy 3umoit, 4epe3 Mmojiropa roja nocjie CMepTi MaTepH,
MIPUTION3 K IOMY paHeHbIi. BepoHuka moHavyasy pemnmia, YTo OTell BCTPETUJICS C MEABEEM, OfIeKIa
Ha HeM OblIa CUJILHO M30PBaHA M BCS B KPOBH, ITOTOM, pa3pe3aB TYJIyH U pyOaxy, OOHapyKujia OrHe-
crpen. YEpToBel OpaKOHBEPHI, MOAyMalla OHa, HUKAKOro Mokost He AaioT! OHa THaTeabHO MPOMBbLIa
paHy, Kperko ee epeBsizalia, HO MOHsLIa, YTo Oe3 TIOMOIIM Bpaya OTell He BhlkapaOkaeTcs. PaHa Obiia
BO3JIE CepIIIIa, J1a ¥ KpoBH MHOTO notepsit. Ho kak goBe3tu ero o painentpa? Mnru cama 3a momo-
IIbI0 OHA HE MOTJIA — CJIMIIKOM JOJITO — Ha JIbDKAX 10 pailieHTpa AeHb MyTH, IPUBE3TH Bpada OHa
CMOXeT TOJIbKO 4yepe3 cyTku. [TompeT otelr... EquHcTBeHHAs Hajeskaa Obljla Ha Y9aCTKOBOTO, KOTO-
pbIi TeNepb PeAKo, HO BCe JKe 3ae3kKal Ha 3auMKy. Panbliie Oblta U fopora, u MammHa. Ho mammHa
cJIOMasiach, U OTEl| He3a/I0Jro 10 TOro ciydasi OTBEe3 €e B MacTepCKylo, a JOPOry TMOC/e CHIIbHBIX
CHETONaJoB TaK 3aHECsI0, YTO KAaTh MpHe3/ia yYaCTKOBOTrO He ObLIO cMbicia. OTell ymep yTpoM clie-
JYIOIIEro THsS Ha pyKax IIadyIied JoYepH. ..

TpsAXHYB TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSIS TSKeJIble BOCIIOMUHAHNMS, BepoHuka HarHysmachk 3a rpuodoM. [la u
pamoM, OYITO KareslbKu KPOBH, ajiefiv Tpo3/ibs OpycHUKH. [leByIlKa ynoxuia O0pOBUK B KOPoO 3a
CIUHOM, a OpPYCHUKY crpedsia JIaJOIKON 1 OTIIpaBuiIa B poT. [IpekpacHo 3Ta sroja yTossia xKaxy!
HemHoro noctosiB u ornsiaeBumch, Beponrka nponomkuia myts. OHa BO3BpaIaiach K Jomy, Kopoo
TSHYJI IJIEYH, COJTHIIE YKe KIIOHMIIOCH K 3aKkaTy. CKOpO COBCEM CTEMHEET, a B TAlTe HOUBIO OCTABATHCS
CTpaIIHOBaTO. XOTs, OHa ObLIa MPUYyUYeHa C IETCTBA KO BceMy. YaCTeHbKO XOAMIa C OTIIOM Ha OXOTY U
3MMOBAJIA C HUM B JAaJIbHEH N30YIIKe, HO TO OBUIO C OTIIOM, B TOH, TSKEJIOM, HO CUACTIIMBOM IMPOILION
JKA3HH, a OIHOM. . .

[Nonxonst K AOMy, OHa cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBaJa 4TO-TO HesaaHoe. CHSIB KOpOO U MOCTaBUB €ro
B CTOPOHKY, OHA CKMHYJIA C IJIeya pyXbe U MEJICHHO CTajla MpUOIMKaThes K oMy. [IBepb Oblia
OTKpBITa HacTexkb. Ho OHa TOUHO MOMHMIIA, YTO 3aKkpbiBaia ee! He BbiOexkan u3 Oylku ee BepHBIN
apyr — anabaii JIoH. Bokpyr cTosiyia MpavHas, Imyraiomias TUIIMHA. BepoHuka cripstanach 3a TOJICTHIN
CTBOJI KEJJPOBOU COCHBI 1 HEMHOTO TIOCTOs11a, BIJIsIIbIBasiCh B cyMepku. Hukoro. YTo xe Morio mnpo-
u3ontu? Ha 3auMke sIBHO HUKOTO He ObUIO, a JIoH, pa3 OH He BBIIIEN ee BCTpevarh, 3HauuT... OHa
cpasy MOoHslIa, YTo 3T0 3HAUUT. OH MEpTB.

Boiins B nom, Beponuka 4yTh He ynana B 0OMOpok. M xoTs1 oHa Oblia AEBYIIKOM KpEmKoi
Y 3aKaJIeHHOM, el BAPYT CTaJIO IypHO M €€ BBIPBAJIO MpsiMO Ha ropore. Ho oHa mocrapanach B3STh
ce0s1 B pyKH, BBITEpJIa ryObl pyKaBOM KypTKH U OrJisifiesiack. B KoMHaTe Bce ObLJIO IepeBEpHYTO BBEPX
aaoM! Bosne GobInoro ay00BOro CTona Jiexkan TPy MYXYHHBI, a PAJOM C HAM, BepHee, Ha HEM C
COMKHYTBIMHU Ha TOpJie YeJIoBeKa YesIoCTsIMU Jieskall okpoBasiieHHbIH [JoH. Emie pa3z ocMoTpeB cBoe
)uuie, BepoHuka noHsiia, 4o B JomMe O0oJbllie HUKOTO HET, 3aKphljla Ha 3aCOB IBEPh U OCTOPOKHO
nozonuia K youtomy. Iormanus mo ronose BepHoro [loHa, OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA JIETKOE JIBUKECHHE.
Cobaka MpUOTKphLIA IJ1a3a M CJIerka BUIbHYJIA 0OpyOKOM XBOCTA.

— JloH, MUJIBIIA MOW, THI )UB! — TUXO cKa3ana BepoHuka, BbITHpas pyKoil Clie3bl U pa3masbiBasi
10 JIMILY KPOBb TO JIM YOUTOTO MM YesIoBeKa, TO Ji cobaku. OHa OCTOPOXKHO, He Oe3 Tpyna, paso-
MKHYJIa MOIIIHBIE YeJTIOCTH TICa U TMOITyTaJla ’KUBYMK Ha U3YPOIOBAHHON I1Iee MYXYUHBI — MEPTB. . .
AKKypaTHO, IepeJyioKUB paHeHoro JIoHa Ha cKaTepTh, OHA C TPYIOM OTTAIIIMJIA [ICa B CTOPOHY U CTajia
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OCMaTpuBarth ero. Y codaku ObUIO IBE paHbl — OJJHA BO3JIE TOpJIa, Apyras B paiioHe rpyau. Beponuka
KaK cJie/iyeT IMpoIynaia X — Ha Ilee OKa3ajach IIyOoKas paHa, HO MpoOUTa OblTa TOJNBKO KOXKa,
TIOJIBEC, KaK €ro Ha3bIBAIOT y asladaeB. DTO ero M cracio. A Ha Tpyau HerTyOoKasi, HO CHJIbHO KPOBO-
Tovauias. JIoH OTKpbLI IJ1a3a U 3aCTOHAJI, IIPU 9TOM JIM3HYB XO3HKE PYKY.

— DTO HAYETO, MAJIBIII, s TeOe TIOMOTY, Thl HE YMpeIllb, MUJIBI MOW, HE YMUPAW, Thl BeIb Y
MeH$ OfIUH ocTajcs!

Cobaka TsiKeso B3/I0XHYJA, U, PACTSHYBIIMCh Ha MOJICTUIIKE, 3aTHXJIa. BepoHuKa ucmyranach,
yto iec ymep. HaknoHmnack Kk Hemy M yciblmasia ciadoe qpixanue. CXBaTUB YKMCTbIE MPOCTBIHU U
3eJIeHKY, BepoHUKa OrpOMHBIMH TaMIIOHAMH TpOMasalia paHbl ¥ TYro repeBsizaia ux. 3areM Npu-
Heca U3 CeHell MUCKY ¢ BOJIOH M MOCTaBMIIA riepesi Mopao codaku. IToka Bce, MOToM OHa opoeTcs
B alTeyKe M Hal[IeT Kakue-HUOyIb JIeKapCTBa, KOTOpble CMOTYT MOMOYb. Tenepb HaJjo OCMOTPETh
TPYII, MOHSATH, KTO TOT YEJIOBEK M YTO eMy OBUIO 3[1eCh HY)KHO, M BBITAIIIUTD €r0 U3 I0Ma.

BepoHnuka ¢ onackoii mofoiia K youtomy, mpucena psjioM ¢ HIM Ha KOPTOUKM U He 3HaJa,
YTO Aenarh Jabiie. JIumo y yengoBeka ObUIO HeMpUATHBIM. Ha Bua eMy ObUIO JIET OKOJIO TSATHIe-
caTU. BepoHuKa permia OCMOTPETh €ro OfIEK /1y, MOXKET, HaiIeT Kakre-H1Oyab JOKyMeHThl. Opexaa
oOb1a Besl B KpoBu. [a... Xoporo ero JloH npuiackai... B pyke ObUT 3akar HOX. DTUM HOXOM OH
U TIBITAJICS 3AIUIIATHCS. BepoHMKa CHsia ¢ TOJIOBBI TUIATOK U aKKYPATHO BBHITAIIMIIA HOXK M3 OOMSIK-
el pyKu nokoiHuka. Tak u ects! — nmogymana Beponuka — Gangutckas 3artouka. Takue aenaioT
Ha 30He. OHa OTJIOXKIJIA 3aTOYKY B CTOPOHY M CTajia 00ciejoBaTh KapMaHbl youTtoro. Bce kapmaHsl
ObLIM TTYCTHI, TOJIBKO B OMHOM, B pyOalike Ha rpyau, BepoHuka Hala Kakylo-To CMATYI0 OyMaxKy.
Dto ObLIa cripaBKa 00 OCBOOOXK ICHHH.

Wrtak, k Hell Ha 3auMKy 3a0pes ObIBIIMI 39K, M BUAHO PEII MOKUBUTLCS YeM-HUOYIb, a,
MoxkeT, mpocto ectb xotes? Ho JloH ero ocranoBui... Cton. Yto-1o He ckiagbsiBaercs! 3aueM emy
ObLIO TIepeBOpaunBaTh Bce B gjome? Benp codaka KMHy/Iach Ha HETO B CAMOW CepelMHe KOMHATHI U
MaKCHUMYM, YTO OHU MOIJIM TTePEeBEPHYTh B OOpHOE, ITO CTOJ U JIaBKU. A B JIOMe ObLIO MEPEBEPHYTO
Bce! Moxet, o Obu1 He oguH? U rae 6pu1 [Jon? TloueMy OH TIO3BOJIMIT €My WJIM UM BOOOIIIE 3aiTh B
JI0M, OOBIYHO OH YYXKHX JIaJIbIIIe KPBUIbIIA He IMycKaeT. Bot Tebe n 3amaukal

Beponwka oOcieoBaia KOMHATY U TIOHSIIa, YTO OaHAMTOB ObLIO qBOe. OMH, BUIMMO, 3aJie3
B OKHO U IIApWJ B JIOME, a JIPYroM, TOT KOTOPBIA JieKall ceiluac MEpTBBIN, OTBJIEKaN cobaky. Yro
MPOM30IILIO TOTOM, BepoHuka He noHsiiia. OHu uTo-TO McKanu? Yto y Hee MOKHO ucKath? U moyemy
JIoH He MOYyBCTBOBAJI BTOPOT'O, TOTO, KOTOPHI OECIPENSITCTBEHHO MPOJie3 B OKHO?

JlagHo, cHavyana Hago M30aBUTHCS OT TPYIa M MOMBITh KOMHATY OT KPOBH. BepoHuKa cHsiia
MIOKPHIBAJIO C KPOBATH, M, IEPEKATUB HA HEr0 KOUeHelollee TeJlo, MmoTaiia ero u3 goma. C Tpyaom
OTTaIMB youToro 3a 3a60p, BepoHrka HakpbUla MEPTBOrO MOKPHIBAJIOM C TOJIOBOM, Hape3aa enno-
BOTO JIAITHUKA Y HaKujaa cBepxy. [Ipuaercst Kak-To 1o0uparhcs B paiioH 3a y4acTKOBbIM. He 3aka-
MBIBATh ke ero Bo3je 3auMKu? CrpaBKy OHa aKKypaTHO CJIOKUJIA U TIONOXKIIIA 32 CTeKJIo Oyderta, B
KOTOPOM Bce ObUIO TIepeOuTo, a OyTHUIKA C CAMOTOHOM Hcue3ia. BepoHuka 3akpblia CTABHY Ha OKHAX
Y 3aJBHHYJIA 3aCOB Ha iBepu. ToT, BTopoi, coexai. OH BIOJIHE MOXKET BEpHYThCs! — OayMalia oHa.
W ei1 crano crpaiiHo.

Houplo oHa noutu He cnasia. Eif Oputo He 10 cebe, oHa 0osyIach, 4TO TOT, APYroW OaHIMWT,
BEPHETCS], U CHOBA TOMbITaeTCs MpoOpaThesi B 1oM. Eil Bce BpeMsi YyAMIMCh KaKHUe-TO MIOPOXU U
3BYKH, Ka3aBIIUECs el MOJO3PUTEIbHBIMU M )KYTKUMH, HO OHA MOCTapasach B3STh Ce0sl B PyKH, U
3aHsIach JiedeHneM coOaku. [TokomaBImch B anTeyke, OHAa HAILIA HECKOIBKO YIIAKOBOK aMITUIIHJI-
JIMHA ¥ PellInia JaTh COOAKe JIEKApPCTBO HE TOJBKO BHYTPb, HO M TIOCHITIATh IOPOIIOK Ha PaHbl, YTOObI
npenoTBpatutTh NHQpekmo. K yrpy JIoH HEMHOTO OKWJI, TIOTWJI BOJIBI M3 MUCKH M 3aCHYIL. JlpIIIan oH
TsDKeJI0, HO BepoHurKa MmoHsia, 4To 9T He OT paH, a OT 0obInoi KpoBornotepu. Criacnia ero TojcTas,
MOYTH HerpoOrBaeMasi IKypa. BeIKHMBET, ogyMalia oHa, ele pa3 B3[ISIHYB Ha CBOETO JIoOUMIIA, |,
HaKOHell, TPOBAJIMIIACH B COH.
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Omna npocHynack 0T cOOCTBEHHOTo Kpuka. CKBO3b IIE/IM Ha JIEPEBSHHBIX CTABHSAX OKOH IMPO-
CBEUYMBAJIO SIPKOE COJIHIIE. BepoHMKa B3IIsIHY/Ia HA XOOWKH, OHU TIOKa3bIBAJIHN TTOJIOBUHY JBEHAIIA-
Toro. JIoH yxe Jiexxal He Ha OOKy, a Ha JKMBOTE, U TPEBOXKHO B3BU3THYJI, YCIIBIIIAB KPUK XO3SHKH.

— Honymka, — MpOTUpasi pyKamH I1a3a, ckaszana BepoHuka, Tebe yxe nomyurie?

IMec crerka moreBe 0OpyOKOM XBOCTa M CHOBA B3BU3THYL.

— YMmuuma Tt Mosi! YUto Obl 51 6e3 TeOs aennana? Xodelb CBekeld BOQUYKH ? — JTACKOBO CIIPOCHJIA
Beponuka, 1, crycTMB HOTM HA TOJI, CyHYy/Ia MX B Tarnoyku. OHa BCTasa, MpoIia B CEHU U BAPYT
BCIIOMHMJIA CBOM COH! 3a4eprHyB KpyKKOM BOJIbI U3 BEJpa, OHA ceJiajla HECKOJIBKO TJIOTKOB, [TOTOM
HaJIJIa OCTaTKM B co0aublo MUCKY U oTHecna [ony. [lec xkaaHo BHIMWI BOAY M YJercst OONIbIIyIIe
roJIoBOM Ha mepeaaue jarsl. OH HaOmonan 3a Beponukoii. [Tpocto He crmyckan ¢ Hee 171a3, CJIOBHO
0os17ICs, UTO ¢ Hel YTO-HUOY/Ib CIIYUHUTCS, a OH HE yCIeeT ee 3aliTUTh. . .

Eit npricHUIICS OTell, TaK YeTKO U SICHO. .. OH NMOTrpo3uII e MaJIblieM, M CTPOTO CKaza — «Jloub,
BCIIOMHH, YTO 51 TeOe TOBOPHMII TOT/a, rieper cMepThio. 1 BHINONMHYU TO, 0 YeM s TeOs POCHI. YXOau
¢ 3aumku! Hememna!»

Beponwnka nackoBo mormagwia JloHa 1Mo rojioBe, Mollynaja eMy HOC, HOC ObUT TEerUTbld, U
noOpena K KpoBary. [leBylika cHOBa Jiersia v CTajia BCIIOMUHATb. . .

... B mom Oenv, K020a omey, npunon3 k 3aumke paHeHbvlii, OH NOUMU cpasy NOMepsn COHAHUE,
U NoKa OHA e20 nepess3vléand, Obln 6 3advimvil. Bopye omey, omkpeln 2naza u Kak-mo cmpaHHo
nocmompen Ha Hee. OH 56HO UMO-MO NLIMAACS el CKa3amb, HO Y Hezo He xéamano cua. Ilomom
OH CHO8aG NOMEPAN CO3HAHUe U Hauan Opedums. Beponuka He omxoounra om omya. OHa nwvimandace
NOHAMb, YUMo OH 206opun. Ho me obpuvisku ¢pas, komopule eii yoarocb paccavliams, COBEPULEHHO
He 0asanu Hukakoll aschocmu. baudice k ympy emy, kax 6yomo, cmano nonezue, OH OMKPbLLA 21430 U
oagice OOMPOHYACSE PYKOIL 00 cnsiuyell Ha cmyne psidom ¢ e2o Kposamuto oouepu. Ona npocHyaaco. A
omel; ¢ OONLUUM MPYOOM HAUAN 2060PUMb!

— Houka, ymuparo 51, — Beponuka nonvimanace ychokoumse e2o, cKa3amsv, Ymo OH He ympem,
HA4ana nAaKkamv, HO OH 8enen el 3aMONUANb, NPUNONCUS NANeY, K 2YOaM, — I MEHS CAUUKOM MAN0
apemenu u cun. Caywaii. A ko20a-mo 6bln NAOXUM UeN08EKOM, CUOeN, NOMOM 8blUten, DEULUN HAUAamMb
Hogyio dHcushs. [lpuexan 6 Cubupo u 6cmpemun meoro mamo. A noarodun, HeeHucs, U uepe3 HeCKONbKO
s1em poounace moel. Mol 6biau ouernv cuacmaugel. Ho mens, kak suouv, Hawau. Mrue He 0aau 3a6vime
0 moii moeli dHcuznu. M s 3Haro nouemy, s eunosam cam. — Omey 3amMonuan, maxceno 6300XHyn U
nonpocun 600vl. Beponuka npunecaa emy Kpyocky, oH coenan 0OUH 210MOK U OMOAA el KPYIHCKY
00pamHo. — MHo20 Heab3s, a Kak Xouemcs 8 NOCAeOHUI pa3 KoN00e3HOU 600Uyl Hanumucsl... Tak
gom... A, evllidsi ¢ 30Hbl, NPUXEAMUA uYdicoe. /Jyman, umo mom, Komy 3mo NPUHAONEHCANO, Ydice
ymep u cnpocums o6yoem Hekomy. Tam psioom Obln npuuck, u y moz2o naxama Oevln matiHux. OH HUKOMY
0 Hem He paccKasvléan, HO 60m, OOHANCObL, NOOCAYULAN 51, KAK OH O C80€ll HbluKe NPOOONMAANCH.
bonen on cunvho, 3nan, umo He dodxcusem. Hy, moeo, komy on smo pacckaszan, modxce Oblcmpo 6
pacxoo nycmuau, a s-mo Ooypax... Buoame, ewe kmo-mo 3uan...

Bouuen s, u matinux mom nawen. Poidcos mam Ovino... 3oaoma, 3nauum. YrHec s e2o. Ywen
oanexo, u pewiun 8 maiiee 3amepsamocs. Om Mazadana 0o Hawux Kpaeg-mo 6onvude uecnu molcsau
Kunaomempos. B 2opode ceemumucs ne cman. Hy, nonauany é Oepesre Oom XOpouwiuli nocmpoua,
HCEHUNCS, Mbl POOUNACH, HCUM XOPOULO, OPYIHCHO... A NROMOM UChyeancs u crood, 8 matiey nooanCcs.
snecHuKom. —Omey, 8351 KpYHCKY cOenan euse 00UH 210MoK, U NPOOOANCUN, — HAUWLAY, udamb. Xomb u
sem MHoz0 npoutno. He bpakorvepol mo Ovlau, me, umo 8 maitize mens npuxeamunu. Hopmanvrho max
€O MHOI no2oéopunu, He no gere. Cnpauusanu, 0om, mon, moii 2oe. Tax s UM U AANHYA, UMO MEHS
mym Kad)cHa cooaxa 3naem, necHuk 5. To2eoa onu meHs Kk 0epesy npues3anul, CmpenvHyau 6 MeHsl U
cmomanucy. JJoH 8blcmpen Yycavixan, KO MHe NpUoexcan, 6epesKy nepezpols, OOHIOXAN MeHs U K meoe,
eudamu, nobedxcan. A s koii-kak oonons. — Omey, 3aKpola 21a3d, NOMOAMAN, — 8Ce, OOUEHbKA, He MO2Yy
OonbUe, Mbl 80M YUMo — Yxoou omctooa Hemeonsi. U3 doma monvko Heobxooumoe bepu, a ocmanbHoe
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opocb. B dome ono npunpsmaro. Tym. Jlona 6epu u yxoou cpasy, kak nompy... B uzoywky uou,
é my, Kyoa 8 nozanpouinom 200e xooumt. Tam u dusu, noka éce He cmuxrem. H eom ewe... —
omey, 6300XHYA MSHCENO, NPEPLIBUCHIO, — MeOsi modxce De3 zpouta-mo He ocmasun. Tam Havideuts
HACNeOCmB0 caoe.

He 3nana ona nuxozoa, umo ee omeuy, ee 000pulil NANouKa, Moz K02oa-mo Ovims nPecmynHu-
KoM... [lonedxcan on mozoa ewse ¢ wacok, pyxy ee 6ce OMNYCKAm He XOmen, a NOMOM, 2Aa3d OMKPbLA,
YAbIOHYACS ell U CKA3an — 8ce, OOUEHbKA, NPowail, moavko coenati max, kax s eeaen! — H ymep.
Beponuxa mozoa mak u He noHsaa, 6pedum omey, UAU 6ce KaK ecmb pacckasvieaem. He npuusina
OHa €20 cN08a 8cepves. A 3psi...

Tloxoponuna omuya psioom ¢ NeCHUMeCMEOM, NONAAKAAA, NO20Pesand, 0d U OCMANACH HCUMb
mam, 20e NPUBbIKAQ. ..

Beponuka nexana Ha KpoBaTH, M B notosnok. Kak crpanno... [log camoe ytpo eil nipu-
CHWJICS] TAKOW SIPKUH, TAKON OTUETIIMBBIN COH, KaK OyATO 3TO OBUIO HasIBY. BcioMuHAs TOT CTpaliHbli
eHb, OHa OYJTO 3aHOBO ero mnepexwia. OHa He MOIJIa MOHATH TOJIBKO OHOro — rnovyemy [JloH Torna
He roBel ee K oriy. He fgan eif moHATs, 4To emy HeoOxoauma ee nomotlb. Moxer, oH Oosyics 3a
Hee? MoxeT, OH Movysil 3alax 4yKUX JIOJEW U pellin, YTO OTIly YKe IOMOYb HeNb3sl, a MEHsS HaJ0
OXpaHsTh, criacath oT HUX? Heyxenu codaku ymeroT qymarh?

I'nasa 2. IOH

C onackoii BHIIVISIHYB BO J1BOpP, BepoHMKa Bce ke pelnsiach BHIITU U3 1oMa. Bokpyr HUKOro
He ObU10. TurmmHa. Eciii He cunTaTh NPUBBIYHBIX 3BYKOB Tairy. [ToOpoauB 1o JBOpY, OHA TIOHSIA,
noyemy JIOH MyCTHIT YyKaKoB B JIOM. PsitoM ¢ ero Oyakoii B KycTax BaJIsUICS TTYCTOM IEPLIOBbINA OaI-
noHuMK. CTpaHHO, KaK OH BOOOIIE CMOT TIOCJIE STOTO TaK OBICTPO OMPABUTHLCS, MOKET, CyMeT yBep-
HyTbcs? XOTs, ecii Obl OH Haxoawscs B OylKe, TO OH TaM OCTaJiCsl Obl HaJOJITrO, M OAHJUTHI Obl
YIIUTH COBEPIIEHO CIIOKOIHO, 11eTbIMU U HEeBpeIUMbIMU. BepoHuka Opocuiia B3IJIs/1 Ha TO MECTO, I1e
Jexaro teso yourtoro JJonom uenoBeka. Uto Terepsb ¢ HUM aenath? Y BooOinie, 4To eii Ternepb JiesaTh
camoii — ObIcTpo coOupatbest U yxomuth? Ho JIoH He moiiner ceidac 10 TOW M3OYIIKH, eMy HaJo
HEMHOTO OKPEITHYTh, & TIOTOM, 3a Hell MOIJIM IIPOCeIUTh. Beh TOT BTOpOU OaHIWT yIiiea u OpoauT
I71e-T0 TOOIU30CTH, XOTS, €CJIM OHU HAIIUTK 30JI0TO, TO OH JOJDKEH ObITh yxke Jayeko. OcTaBasioch
BBISICHUTH — HAIILIA JIM OHU TO, YTO UCKAIU?

Beponuka Boria B cenu 1 ocMoTpesniack. CeHrt ObUTH MOYTH HETPOHYTHIMU. [1a ¥ rie TYT MOKHO
4TO-TO cripsATaTh? Bee BUIHO Ha ipocBeT! Bepa ¢ Booit, HexuTpast KyxoHHasl yTBapb. TyT BooOIe
TOTOBWJIM TOJIBKO JIETOM. 3MMOi1 BCe IPOUCXOAMJIO B IOME, TaM U KYXOHbKa MaJIeHbKasl yCTpPOEHa, 1
noOpoTHas TIedb, KOTOpasi 3MMOW U KOPMUT, U TpeeT. [leus... BepoHuka BieTena B KOMHATY, Mpe[-
BapUTEJILHO 3allepeB JBEPU CEHEN Ha 3aCOB, U PUKpPbUIA CTABHU. B KOMHaTe CTajlo HAMHOT'O TEMHE.
Ho 310 maxe nyurie. He Oyaer BUAHO C y/IWIBI, YeM OHA TYT 3aHMMaeTcs. A TO, YTO 3a HEW MOTYT
CJIeIUTh, OHA He coMHeBasiach. Eil yure Ob BoOOIIE ceifyac mopexke u3 oMa BhIXonuTh. [Toka He
okpernHeT ee BepHblid JoH. [Tornagus codaky, BepoHnka nopomuia K rneyke, ¥ 3aJyM4MBO CMOTPsI Ha
Hee, noyecasa 3arbUloK. ['ne? I'ne B meun MoxHO ycTpouTh TalHUK? [IOMHUTCS, OHA yMTaa OfHY
KHMKKY, YTO KaKOW-TO TaM TOX€ HE OYeHb YECTHBIA I'PakJaHUH U3 HEJOPE3aHHBIX apUCTOKPATOB
NpsATaT B NeuKe OpUJUTMAHTBI, KOTOPbIE CyMeN YMBIKHYTh TIepel] pacKyiaunBanueM. Jla, 3aauka He
U3 Jierkux. BoT, MOMHUTCS, MBUIUCh OHM B TIEUKE, KOTJIa ele oTell OaHbKy Ha peuke He COOPYIMII.
W mecta Tam xBarano um ¢ Marepblo. Hago Ovl missHyTh. MOXET, TaM, B KAKOM-HUOY/Ib YTOJIKE U
cripsitaHo 3051010? Vnm rae-uubyns mMexay kupnudamu? Hamo mpoctydats uTo ji... Tombko BOT
KaKoW 3BYK JOJDKeH ObITh BepoHuka He 3Haua. [yxoit wim Haobopot 3BoHkui? Eciu mycronb, To,
HaBEepHOE, I03BOHYEE. . .
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Beponuka Boopykuiiach KOJIOTYIIKOM U CTajla MPOCTYKUBATh KaX bl KUPIIMUYKUK B IIEUu. 3ByK
ObLJT BE3/Ie OIMHAKOBBIN — IITyXOW M HUYEM He MpHMevaTeIbHbIN. [IoH ¢ TOOOMBITCTBOM CMOTpEI Ha
JeVCTBUSI XO3SIMKU, MHOT/IA TOXe MOCTYKUBasl, TOJbKO 0OpYOKOM XBOCTa 00 JiepeBAHHBIN 1o EMy,
HaBEPHOE, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €r0 XO3sIKa BO YTO-TO C HUM MI'paeT. BepoHHMKe HaI0€es10 CTy4arh Mo NeUKe
KOJIOTYIIIKO¥, OHA OTJIOKUJIAa ee B CTOPOHY, M, OTOU/IS K CTOJY, CeJla Ha JIaBKy. A 3aueM eil BooOIIe
HaJI0 YTO-TO UCKaTh? — Mogymasa oHa. TOIbKO IJIs1 TOro, YTOObl yOeJUThCS B TOM, UTO 30JI0Ta B JIOME
OoJIbIIIe HET, ¥ OHAa MOXET CIIOKOWHO OCTaBaThCs 3[1ECh, U JKUTh, KaK xuia npexae? Ho orer Bo cHe
CKa3aJl eif, 4ToObl OHA YXOAW/Ia. 3HAYUT, OH 3HAJ, UTO 30710TO He Hanuti! Yto 3a yeryxa! Yto 3HaUUT
—3Hai? OH xe ymep. VI Hu4ero yxe 3HaTh HE MOXeT!

BepoHnuka Bce ke 3asie3a BHYTpb MEYKH, 00CIeoBala KAkl YTOJIOK, U YacTh TPyObl, HO
TaK HUYEro M He Haluia. Beuiesna oHa Bcsl B cake, U 1ake Haryraia ceouM Buaom Jona. OH cierka
PBIKHYJI, HO TIOTOM, MPU3HAB XO35IKY, C TPyAOM BCTal U mnojpoulen K Hell. OH JIM3HYJ eil pyKy U
3ayMUYMBO IIOCMOTpEJI €i B IJ1a3a, OyATO MOHUMAJT, YTO XO31Ka 3aHUMAETCSI OUeHb BaKHBIM JIEJIOM.
BepoHnuka He moruia MeIThCSI Ha IBOP, OHA OTMOJIOCHYJIACh B HEOOJBIIIOM Ta3y B CEHSIX U CHOBA YCEB-
IIMCh Ha JIaBKY, CTajla AyMaTh, IJie OTell MOT CIIPSITaTh CBOM KJIa]. ..

Bech neHp oHa j1a3ana 1o oMy, OObICKUBAs KaKIbIA YTOJOK, TPY 9TOM, He 3a0bIBasi CTABUTh
BCE Ha CBOM MPUBBIYHBIE MecTa. M BcKope HaBena B KOMHATe OTHOCHTENbHBIN OpsioK. OHa BCIOM-
HWJIA, 4TO yXKe HeCKOJIbKO JIHEH He mojMBasia (PUKYC, KOTOPBIN BCET/Ia CTOSUT BO3JIe OKHA B OOJIBINION
Kaake. PUKyc, KCTaTH, TOXKE BAJISUICS Ha TOJTY, ¥ TIOUTH IOJIOBHHA 3eMJIM ObljTa BhIChINana. OHa akKy-
PaTHO MPUKPBUIA 3eMJIeH OrOJIMBIIMECS KOPHH U TIOCTaBUJIA €0 Ha MPUBBIYHOE MECTO. 3eMiist Obla
CJIMIIIKOM cyXasi, U BepoHHKa pelmia mojauth pacteHre. B3ssB HeOOMbIION KyBITMHYKMK, KOTOPHIM
OHa Bcer/ia MojMBaja IBETH, CTOSBIINE HA OKHAX, AEBYIIKA MOJIWIA OTPOMHBIN (PUKYC U TIOCTaBUJIA
KYBIIMH Ha OKHO. ['epaHb MOXHO OBUIO yke He mojiuBaTh. Bee 1iBeThl ObUTH O€3BO3BPATHO UCIIOP-
YyeHbl. ['opIiky pa3ouTel, a JIMCThsI YKe YCIIENU TIOUTH MOJTHOCTHIO 3aBAHYTh. BepoHnka cobpaia ux
B BEJIpO U BhIHECIA U3 KOMHAThl. K Bedepy morien g0k 1b, KpYIHbIE KarId 3a0I0MIH 10 KeJIe3HOM
KpBIIlie, B KOMHATE CTAJI0 COBCEM TEMHO, BepoHMKa 3aKriia KEpOCHMHOBYIO JIAMITY M pelliia MPHUro-
TOBHUTH ce0e UTO-HUOYIb MOeCTb, M MOKOpMUTh [JoHa. C yTpa y HUX BO PTY M MAKOBOW POCHHKHU HE
obu10. Keraru, JloHy Hafio ObUTO CHOBA J1aTh TAOJNETKY ¥ 00padoTaTh paHbI.

JleBy1ka nopesana xje0, MOYUCTUIIA JIYyKOBHILY, OTpe3aja KyCOK OBEUbEro Chipa U HaJIa U3
KPBIHKH, CTOSIBIIIEH B CEHSIX, KPYXKKY MOJIOKA. DTO ObLI ee YKUH. JIoHy OHa HaMsijla B MUCKY XJie0a 1
3aJIMJ1a BCE 3TO MOJIOKOM. Anaban coOakM BCesiiHbIe, U eAT MouTd Bee. OH ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM Che
MIPe/JIOKEHHBIN €My YKUH, BbUTM3aJ MUCKY U TOOJIarofapui Xo3siKy, JU3HYB €€ B HOC OIPOMHBIM
PO30BBIM sI3bIKOM. BepoHuKka ysbIOHy1ach, ¥ JJACKOBO MOIIA/IMB TICa, CKa3aa:

— Wpems Ha morpaBky, MasibumK. Ellie 4yTh MOJOXKAEM, OKpEIHellb, U ABUHEMCS K JaTbHen
n30ymke. K TeTke B IepeBHIO COBAThCS CTPAIIHO — OAHAMUTHI M TaM MOTYT MOSIBUThCA. [a 1 3auem
elle U ee Moj yAap MoACTaBIATH? BOT TOMBKO Kak MHE y3HaTh, 3a0pajiv OHU TO, YTO UCKaJM? — OHa
OTHECJIa MyCTYI0 MUCKY B CEHH, TIOCTaBHJIa ee o/l TAOypeTKy U cela.

W Tyt [loH Tskeno B3AOXHYI, BCTaI ¥ niofoules K Heil. OH BHUMAaTEeIbHO MOCMOTPEJI € B IJ1a3a,
U ceJl psAoM.

— Yt0? Yto T8I X0uewms? I'ynars? Ha asop?

Cobaka He IIeI0XHYJ1ach.

— JlaBaii TyT, B CeHsIX CBOH Jiena fesai. Jlyurre s1 ybepy 3a To060ii. S TeOs Ha IBOp He BBIMYIILY,
Y cama He TIOUY, 1aXke C PyKbeM.

KoGenb cHoBa mocmotpen BepoHuke B 171a3a, IOTOM B3$UT €€ 32 MOSICOK IUJIaThsl U MOTSHYJ K
okHy. Beponuka ucrnyranace. ['1e-to B ryOuHe ee Tena Bce 3aApoXkasio U 3axBaTwio ayx. Heyxenu
3TOT BTOPOW OAHIUT OPOAUT Ie-TO PAIOM MM CTOUT BO3JIE TOrO OKHA, K KOTOpoMy ee TsiHeT [JoH?
A Bapyr ux BoBce He 1Boe? Bapyr ects ere kT1o-10? C oqHUM OHU ¢ JIOHOM Kak-HUOYIb CIIpaBATCS,
a BOT C ABYMSI WJIH C TpEMsI. ..
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Ho peBy1ika ObICTpO yCIOKOMIIACh, TaK Kak J{oH He MpOsIBIIsT HUKAKUX TMPU3HAKOB OECIOKOM-
crBa. OH He CKYJIWJI, HE pbluaJl, a TPOCTO JIepkKaJl ee 3a MosIC I1aThs U Tamui K okHy. Het! K ¢ukycy!

— 3aveM Thl MeHs Ty/a TaluIIb? — Crpocuia y codaku BepoHuka.

JIOH OTIyCTHJI ee TIaThe MOJOIIe]T K OTPOMHOMY IIBETKY U, YTO OBbLJIO CHUI, yIapUJI TIO KaJike
rosioBord. PUKyc CHOBa ynaJl. 3emisi pacchlnanach U TyT BepoHuka yBujena, 4To BHYTPU €CTh ellle
OIVH TOpPIIOK! 3HAYUTEIbHO MEHbIIIE, YeM cama Kajka!

— Boxe! Jlon! Kak ke s He noraganach paHbine? A 3Tu JBa AeOwWia, Be/lb MOUTH JOOPATUCH
no nemu. Ho... A, moxer, s ommbatoch? I Tam Hudero Het? Majio i 9YTO MOXET MPUNTH HA YM
coOake? JIoH 0OMKEeHO 3apblyali, OTBEPHYJICS OT BepoHMKY 1 TIOIIeT Ha CBOIO OACTUNIKY. OH Jier, u,
TIOJIO’KUB TOJIOBY HA JIallbl, CTaJl HAOMIONATh 32 ICHCTBUSAMU XO3SHKU.

JleByliika mojonuia K OKHY, 3aJIBUHY/Ia IITOPHL. TO ke OHa cleiaia U ¢ OCTaJIbHBIMU ABYMSI
okHamu. [Iputyiumsia cBeT KEpOCUHKY, U, B3sIB B PYKH HOX, CTajla OCTOPOKHO BHITACKMBAThH FOPIIIOK
u3 Kajgku. Eil He XOTesnoch MOPTUTH IIBETOK, HAJO OBLIIO OCTABUTh BCE TaK, KAK €CTh, YTOOBI OAHUTHI
HE JIOrafajinuchk, rae ObUIO 30JI0TO, U €CTh JIU OHO TaM?

Haxoner, eil ynanoch BHITAIIUTh TIMHSAHBINA ropiiok. OHa MocTaBWIa BETOK PSIOM U 3ariis-
HyJIa Ha JIHO JIEpeBsSHHOM KaayImKku. Tam 4to-To jexano. Memok. Memok ObUT CTapbiM U PBaHBIM,
C MOJTEKaMU BOJIbl, Bellb (PUKYC MHOTO JIET MOJMBaIU. BepoHuka B3s1ach pyKoil 3a BEpPEBKY, CTATH-
BaIOIIYI0 MEIIIOK, HO MOJHATH ero He cMoria. OH ObUT TsokenbiM. Torga oHa B3sjIa BCE TOT ke HOX,
1, OTpe3aB BEPEBKY, pacKpbUia Kpas MOJOTHAHOro mMemika. OH ObUT HAIMOJTHEH MaJIeHbKUMHU, TOYHO
TAKUMH ke MeloukaMu. MermoukoB Obu1o MHOro. OHa B3sijla OJIVH, pa3Bsi3ajia BEPEBKY M BbICHINATA
Ha PYKy COAepKUMOe. DTO ObUIO 30JI0TO. 30JI0TOM MEeCOK. . .

BepoHnuka ¢ yauBieHueM cMoTpesia Ha MepeauBaioluecs: Ipu TYCKJIOM CBEeTe KePOCHHOBOM
JIAMITbI 30JI0ThI€ IECYMHKY U HE 3HaJIa, YTO €i Ternepb CO BCEM ITUM JIe/IaTh. ..

— Hy, Hon, Thl gaems! OTKyga THI-TO y3HAJI, IJIe OTEI] 30JI0TO CIpsITa?

JIOH KOKEeTJIMBO B3BU3THYJI, M, U30THYB MOIIIHYIO 11110, OTBEPHYJICS OT BepoHUKHU. DTO OH Tak
c Helt 3aurpbiBajl. OH OUeHb JTIOOWII, KOT/Ia €r0 XBAJIAJIH, BIIPOYEM, KaK M BCe COOAKH, 1a ¥ He TOJIBKO
coOakw!

Iasa 3. YAACTKOBBIN

Beponwka sierna ciath. Bputa yxke riry0okast HOUb, M, HECMOTPSI Ha TAKOE KOJIMIECTBO COOBITHIA,
Hag0 6HHO XOTb HEMHOI'O OTAOXHYTb. Kto 3HACT, KOIrla CHOBA ABATCA 3TU YPOIbI. TO, YTO UXx 6]:»UIO
HE JIBOE, OHA YK€ MOHsUIA. DTO MIECTePKH, a 3arpaBisyl UMU KTO-TO MoKpyde. Ho cam oH cioa HOC
He coBay1! U emie ee Myumnsio otHO 00cToATebCTBO. [ToueMy OHM SIBUJIHCH 32 30JI0TOM TOJIBKO JIETOM,
a He 3UMOW, cpa3y Toclie youiicTsa otiia? BormpocoB ObUIO TaK MHOTO, UTO B TOJIOBE BCe TIepeMeltia-
nock. Eciiu oHM y3Hau, 4TO OTell, TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN YKpas 30JI0TO, IIOYEMy Cpasy He MPUIILTH
B JIOM U HE TOIBITAUCH C €T0 «IIOMOIIIbI0» 3a0paTh «CBOe»? 3HAYUT, OHU COMHEBAJIMICh B TOM, YTO
OTell UMEHHO TOT 4esioBeK. OHM y3HaJIM, YTO OTeI] CTaJl JIECHUKOM, HO MPOIILIO CTONbKO JieT! U ToT
yeJloBeK — MaxaH, ymep yxe 20 ser Ha3an. Yro 3a ronoosioMka? Kto-1o, KpoMme oTlia, TOraa noj-
CJTyIIIaJI Pa3rOBOP M BUAMMO OTCHKMBAJI CBOW CPOK. Tereph BhIIIET U CTall UCKaTh. A KOrJja UMEHHO
OH BBIIIEN, ¥ CKOJIBKO JIET YIIUIO Ha MOUCKH YeJIOBEeKa, YHECIIIEro 30JI0T0, KOTOPOE UM, KCTaTH, TOXKe
He TpuHaasexano, Beponuke Obllo Hem3BecTHO. BOT M qymail Tereps — ube Ternephb 3TO 30JI0TO —
TOTO MEPTBOI'O MPECTYIMHUKA, OTIA, UM STOT0, HEM3BECTHOTO el uenoBeka? Kto mo cripaBemmBocTu
JOJDKeH MM BiaaeTh? [IeByliKa 3Haja TOYHO TOJBKO TO, YTO 3TO 30JI0TO, KOTA-TO ObLIO YKPAIAEHO C
MIPUUCKA, U TIPUHAJIEKATIO 110 TIPABY TOJIBKO rocyaapctBy. Ho uaTu ¢ STMM MeKoM B MUJIUIIMIO €
COBCEM He XOTeJIoCh... JlokasbiBaii motoM, 4to Thl He BepOmon! Torna uto genats? 3010Ta MHOTO,
MOXET, B3SITh HECKOJIbKO MEIIIOYKOB, COOPAThCsI, U IO-TUXOMY CMOTAThCS B CBOIO JAJTBHIOI H30YIIIKY,
0 KOTOPOW HUKTO He 3HaJ1? DTo onacHO! OHM MOT'yT NPOCIEeAUTh, KyJa oHa uiaer. Xors... [Toka [lon
C Hel, el 6osaTbesl ObUTO Hevero. OH mouyer uykakoB. M cpa3dy CTaHeT sICHO — ClIefsT 3a Hed Win
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Het. M uatu k TeTke B AepeBHIo? OHa qaBHO 3Basia ee K ceOe. CKOIbKO, MOJI, MOKHO JKHTh B JIECY,
KaK OTIIEJIbHUIIE. A TYT U MOJIOJbIE JIIOIH, 3aMYyX YK, TIOIH, TOpa BHIXOOUTh. A B JIeCy CBOEM, I/e
ThI My)XUKa Hanzaens? [IpaBa tetka. B necy oHa, Kpome OaHAUTOB HU OJJHOTO MOAXOASINETO MyKHUKA
ere He BcTpevasia. [la 1 He 10 MyKHMKOB eii ceffuac! PazoOparbcs ObI B TOM, YTO IPOUCXOIUT, U UTO
Aenath Jaspliie!

Her, k Tetke onacHo! OHu, HaBEepHSIKA yke ee BhIUUCIUIN. MOXeT, Jaxe 3acaay TaM yCTPOST.
[NoiMaloT ¥ HEBECTh UTO CAEAI0T CO MHOM, TyMasa Beponuka. Beixos ObUT OMH — 3aTauThCS B JaJTh-
Hell n30yIike U cuaeThb. TONMbKO BOT CKOJBKO cuieTh? OTia BoH, yepes 20 jet Hanu. Y MmeHs Hail-
ayT. Xouelllb, He XOYelllb, a IPUAETCS B MIIULIMIO uATH. Bpems ceituac Hexopotuee. .. [lepectpoiiku
BCsIKME, Tiepeiesibl. PaHbiie Bce ObUIO SICHO M TPOCTO, a TeNepb, He 3Haelllb, Yero Kaath. .. [1og atu
MBICJIH, TJIa3a y BepOHMKY Haualu CIMMIAThCsl M OHA 3acHya. B KoMHaTe ObUIO TEMHO U TUXO, BO3JIE
ee KpoBaTH, MPUMOCTHJICS ee BepHbIi cTpak [oH. OH pem ObITh K Hel oOIHKe, YTOOBI ero JII00H-
MOW XO35IK€ HUUYEro HE YIPOXKaJo. ..

Y1pom Beponuka npocHysack ot peika [loHa. OHa BCKOUMIIa, CXBAaTHIIA PYKbE U CTaJla KAaTh.
Ho 1yT oHa ycnblmana oTaaneHHsli pokoT MoTopa. K 3anmke mogbeskana MammHa. 3ByK He ObLT
MOXOX Ha UX cTapeHbkuil YA3. 3HauuT, 310 He CeMEHBIY — MECTHBIN MacTep, KOTOPBIN JOKEH ObLI
IIPUrHaTh €l OTLIOBCKYIO MAlllMHY, KOTOpasl BCerja JoManach. [la u He 3Hajla OHa yxke, 4TO C Heu
nenath — otaath Ceménpray uto jib? I1ycTh Ha 3amyacTu pa3oupaer.

OHa THXOHBKO BBHIIILIA B CEHM W YBHJEJIAa MAIIMHY Y4acTKOBOro. BepoHuKa ¢ oOnerdyeHvem
B3JIOXHYJI4, HO JIBEPb Cpa3y OTKPBIBAThH HE CTasa, MJIO JiM 4TO? W3 MaIvHbI BBIIIET MOJIOJON MUITHU-
IIMOHEP, COBEPILIEHHO He MOX0XKHUH Ha uX ydactkoBoro [lerpa I'puropbeBrua. Mosxer, 3a6omen? Vnu
yBosuics?

Beponuka crosina monva, u npukaszana momyarts JloHy. Ckopee BCero, 3To, KOHEUHO, MUJIULIM-
OHep, HO KTO ero 3HaeT? Bupyr 6aHauT nepeoneTsiii?

B nBepb nocryvanuck. BepoHuka, HEMHOIo NoJyMaB, BCe K€ pellinia OTO3BaThCS.

— Kt0 Tam? — cipocuiia oHa.

— 41 Bair HOBBIN y4acTKOBBIA. 30BYyT MeHs BukTop AnekcanapoBud. f U3 ropoaa mpuexadn.
Byny Terneps y Bac padoTarh.

— Ara! — ¢ ycmenikoi cka3ana Beponuka, — Tak s Tebe v moBepria! I'ie cTapblil y4acTKOBbIN?
JIoKyMeHTBI MOKaXH, U BOOOIIE, TPOBAJIMBA OTCIONA, Y MEHs Bce Xopolo! S MUIMIINIO HEe BBI3bI-
Bajia! — BHIKPUKHYJIA OHA 1 JIOH, B 3aBEpIIIEHUH AUAJIOTA XO3SUKH YIPOXKAIOIIE 3apbIuall.

— Hopmasnbho, rosopute? Hy, Torga s noexas, konu, Bam Mosi momoiis He HyxHa! Byabre
OCTOPOXHBI TOJNBKO! B paiioHe mosiBUIMCh Oeriible MPecTymHUKH.

— 1 muoro ux? Coexano-1o?

— Tak u OygeM uM3-3a IBEpU Pa3roBapvBaTh? — CIPOCHII MUIMIMOHED. — [lpyrasi Xo3stiika Obl
yXke B JIOM IpUIjlacuia, KBackoM Harowa. Kapa-to, BoH kakas! Jla u BoHb y Bac TyT Ha nBope
KyTKa. ..

— Tomovimu 6mke! — ckomanaoBasia Beponuka. — [IpocyHb CBOM JOKYMEHTHI TOJ IBEPh,
MPOUTY U BepHY. A Ha TeOs U3 OKHA TIOCMOTPIO.

— Buxy, y Tebs neBuia coBcem He Bce B nopsiake! Ho yaoctoBepeHne cBoe st HUKOMY B PyKU
HE Jato0, He MOJIOXKEHO !

— Hy, nagHo, npoxoau, [loH, Mecto! — BepoHrKa OTKpbUIa IBEPh M BIIYCTWIA MUJIUIIMOHEPA
B CEHHU.

[Nocne TmarepHOro U3yUeHUs yIOCTOBEPEHU s, IEBYIIIKA, HAKOHEIl, IPUTJIACHIIA YIaCTKOBOTO
B KOMHATY.

JIOH HEOXOTHO OTOIIEN OT XO3SIKM U JIeT Ha CBOIO MOACTWIKY. MWIMIMOHEp NpOILeNT B KOM-
HaTy.
— Capgurecs, koib npunum! — ckazaina BepoHuka, He paccTaBasich ¢ pyKbeM.
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— Pyxbe-To noctaBb Kyna-HuOyabp. BoH y Tebst kakast oxpaHa. — 3acMesiicst MOJIOJOH MapeHb-
YUYaCTKOBBIIl.

— Hy, 4yero Hano? — cHOBa CIipocuIia JIeBYIIKa, MOJOXKKB PYKbe Ha TOJI.

— A pa3Be NpeXHUI YYaCTKOBBIM K BaM HE HaBebIBAJICA? — YAUBUJICS HOBBIM.

— Yto emy TyT Aenarh-to? — [ToTOM BCe ke co3Haach, — HaBeIbIBAJICH, 10 apyxoe. C oTioM
npyxui. U mens Geper.

— C otuoMm apysxwui, ropopuiiib? Jlaxke, HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO OATs TBOW B IMPOIILJIOM CHJIEN?

— Bce o1 3Haems! [la, 3Ha7 OH O €ro rpexax, BUAHO. MHE HIUYEero He TOBOPUJIM, OTEIl TOJIBKO
nepes CMepThIO CKazall.

— Tak kT0 oT11a TBOETO YOUI? Tak 1 HE HAILIM PECTYTHUKOB?

— Bpakonbepsi! Ko % eme! — 60oiiko otBeTrIa BepoHuka.

— A s geno nocmotpen. Het tam vudero. Iimyxaps! HUKTO Tak ¥ He Hailiesn Tex ABOUX.

— A oTKy[na 3Haere, 4To UX JABOe ObLIIO.

—Tax B nene HarmcaHo. [la THI K U CKa3ajia TOT/Ia y4acTKOBOMY, UTO UX Boe Oblo! C TBOMX
CJIOB. ..

— Maro, uro s ropopuia! Kak ckazai orer mepesi cMepThIo, TaK U s ckazasa. A rae nsas [lers-
to? Ha nencwuio ymen? — cripocuina Beponuka. — Bpone paHo emy erre.

— Y6uu ero! — cka3asi HOBBI YYaCTKOBBIA U CHSUT (DypaxKy.

Beponuka nouyBcTBOBaIA JIETKOE TOJIOBOKPYKEHUE, €l CTajlo He 1o cede. DTO CcTpax MoIKa-
THIBAJI K TOPJTY, & TOTOM OITyCKaJICSl HMKe, Ky/1a-TO B paliOH XkKeNTyIKa. A rojioBa Iuibljia cama 1o ceoe,
OT Mepen30bITKa COOBITUH U yKacaole HHPOPMAIHH. . .

— A KkT0? — ene Haiinsg B cebe cuibl, cripocuiia BepoHuka.

— [a BoT noka umeM. .. K tebe oH, KpacaBuiia, exaj... MaliHa ero Ha Iopore CTosijia, a OH
K JIepeBy NpUBS3aHHBI U MEPTBBIA. BricTpesn oauH, B cepate!

— 3Halo s, K10 310 0blI. OJHOIO TOJIBKO.

— Bo-or! He 3ps1, BugHO, 3aexan. PacckaspiBaii, 4to y TeOs TyT mporcxoqut. Bon cobaka Bcs
M3paHeHa, U Thl IPOXKHIIb, KAK OCHHOBBIN JIUCT OT KaXJJOro mopoxa. ToNbKO MpaBy JaBaii TOBOPH.

— Yo 3HaW, TO U ckaxy! — BepoHuka Bcrana, noponuia Kk OydeTy U goctana u3-3a CTeKia
CIIpaBKy 00 OCBOOOKIeHUH, MepTBOro OanauTa. OHa OTata ee MIIUIIMOHEPY ¥ MOJIONLIA K JBEPH.

VY4acTKOBBII MpoYes CIIPaBKy M yOpas B KOXKaHYIO MAarky, JieaBllyo Ha crone. 1 Borpocu-
TEJIbHO TIOCMOTPEJT Ha AEBYIIIKY:

— Otkypa cnpaBka?

— T roBOpuUIT BOHSIET BO 1Bope? Hago 3Ty CBUHBIO 3aKOMaTh MM YBE3TH K BaM.

— Kaky1o cBUHBIO? — HE TIOHST yYaCTKOBBIM.

— BoH oH, MepTBbIii 32 3200poM JieskHT. [JoH ero... 3ane3nu oHl KO MHe B IoM. [IBoe ux ObUIO.
ITo cnenam nonsna. dtoro oH 3arpei3, yxe paHeHblid. OH ero 3aTOYKOM 3ape3arhb XOTes. A ApYrou,
BCE B JIOME TIepeBepHYJI U cOexall. BoT u Bce, OOJbIlie HUUEro He 3Halo.

— A Tl T71e ObLTa, KOTJa 3TO BCE MPOUCXOIUIIO?

— B Taiire. ['puGb1 coOupana, cuiku cMotpena. EcTb-To Hafio 4to-T0. $1 JKMUBHOCTH HE AEPXKY.
A mocneqHo10 OBIly, Y Hac ¢ JIoHOM ¢ Hefiemo Ha3aa yranpuii. Bonku, Bugats. Cieqpl ObUTH BUJHBL.
ToNbKO pa3mbIThIE, MOKET, U COOAKA.

— Yo ke [loH ¢ HUMH He pa3obpaics? — YIbIOHY/ICS MUTTMIIMOHED, — OH e BOJIKOJIAB.

— Ilocne cMepTH OTIA, OH OT MEHS ¥ OT JOMa HE OTXO/UT.

— Tak 4TO ke Thl B Taliry oiHa X0oAujIa, 6e3 Hero?

— 41 nmanexo He OTXOXY M pyXKbe Y MeHs Bcerna ¢ codoi. Koro MHe Obu0 00SIThCS, KpoMe
3Bepeii? A JIoH oM oxpassit. S1 ero Ha 1eTib He caxkalo, OH, €CJIH, YTO TIOUyeT, TPUOeKHUT Ha TIOMOIITb.
VYMHBI OH Y MEHs.

— CHavasa mokaxu 3aTOUKy, IIOTOM MOKIeM TpyIl cMOTpeTh. [la moeqy 3a sKcrepTamu U Tpy-
OBO3KOH. MOXeT, CO MHOH HOEHEIIh?

11



0. A. CkopoboraroBa. «Bomuamia»

— A 310 eme 3auem?

— Jla 60s13H0 MHE TeOs1 OCTaBIATh TYT. Bapyr ToT BrOpoit siButcsa? Ciylaii, a 4To UM Hajo-
TO OBLTIO?

— A K10 ux 3Haer? MoXeT, TOXUBUTHCI YEM XOTEIH, MOXKET, TOJIONHEIE.

— Hy, Tb1 TOTIA B JTOME 3anpuch, ¥ HUKY/A 10 MOEro npuesa He Bbixoau. [lonsuia?

— Ilonsna, ve nypa! 4 tak u cunena B nome. Ky, noka [lon B cuity BoiieT. A ¢ HUM MHe
HHUYEro He CTPAIIHO.

— A ecyu ero noxcrpensr? He qymana o6 atom?

— A 3auem uMm 310?

— W3 mectu. Tot-TO, BTOpOM BUAEN, Kak JIOH C ero IpyXKOM pacrpaBUICS.

— Hy, BoT 1 HenoBagHO Oyrner!

— BonbHO THI XpaOpasi! YdactkoBoro-to yousau! YTo-To OHM TYT BO3JIE TBOETO AOMa KpyKar,
HEMNOHSTHO MHe!

— A KTO UX 3HaeT! — OMyCTUB I71a3a, cka3aia BepoHuka.

— 3uMoN, Korja OTiia YOUJIH, Thl HUKOTO B Taire He Bujena? K Tebe cioma He npuxonuim?

— Her! Iymaio, 4To 3T0 pOCTO 3a/IeTHBIE OpaKOHbEPhI OBLIH.

— A g Tak He nymamwo! TTouepk ogmH. OTiia TBOEro M y4acTKOBOTO, OIMHAKOBO youBaiu. K
AepeBy NPUBSI3AIHU, a IOTOM. ..

—Bce, xBatut Bofy B cTyne Tosioub! E3xkaiil 3a cBouMu. A TO 1oKa Tyfia 10e/Ieliib, ToKa 00paTHo,
TeMHeTh HauHeT. KoHell aBrycra yxe, a He WIOHb. YK€ K CeMU Beuepa CyMEpKHU HaJIBUTaloTCs, a B
AEBATh XOTb I71a3 BBIKOJIH !

— boiikas Tbl ieBKa, Kak s nocmotpio! Bee. [onsut, moexan s1. [lepskuch TyT! A OTOM peium,
41O ¢ TOOOM nenarsk Oymem. Hamo Tebs kyma-To u3 sieca nepecenisats. Heyxkenmu ofgHoON He CKyYHO?

— Ja, npuBbIKa 51 yxe!

— Teneps onacho. Bcee. f mocrapatoch nmoobicTpee 00epHYThCsI! — YUACTKOBBIN CEJT B MAIIUHY
U yexad.

BepoHnuka nocrosiia 4yTh BO3Ji€ KpbUIbIIA, TOTOM OBICTPO BhiBesa JJoHa Ha IBOP ¥ CHOBA 3aK Pbl-
nack B jome. Eif ObUTO CTpalllHO, MO-HACTOSIIEMY CTpaiiHo. MoXeT, 3psi OHa He cKaszajia eMy Ipo
3onoro? Her. Emte pano. Hago noHATk, 4To 32 PPYKT STOT HOBBIN YUacTKOBBIN. W pa3zoOparhbes ¢ Tem,
Kak ObLIM CBsA3aHBI oTell u asinbka [1érp. Moxer, otenr pacckasan emy npo 3o101o? U Kak Ternepb
y3Haelb 00 3TOM, Korja 06a OHU MepPTBHI?

— O, mamouku! — 3aruiakana Beponuka. — Hy, u Bisimasiach ke s B ucropuio! YUro xe MHe
nenatb-To Tenepb? Ilomoru mue, I'ocnoau, crpaimiHo-To Kak! — npuuntana BepoHuka, 3akpbiBasi
JBEPU U CTaBHU B JIOME.

I'naBa 4. MUTBKA

Bechb nenp Beponuka npocunena B tome. Eif ObU10 HEBBIHOCUMO CKYYHO, OHA ITPUBBIKJIA K BOJIE,
a TyT... Cuu cujiHeM M HUKYJa He BbICOBbIBaics! XoTs, ei ObUI0 O 4eM MOAyMaThb. DTOT HOBbIN
YUYaCTKOBBIM ee 03aJaumil. Yexall, TaK HUYero u He ckazan. ToT, kotoporo yous JJoH, ObuT He OeTJIblii,
CIIpaBKa-To 00 OCBOOOXAeHUH ecTh. [IpaBaa, oHa Morsa ObITh MOIENIBHON. A BOT BTOPOW, BTOPOU
Mor cOexarb. Jla 1 He CKJIaIbIBaIOCh Y Hee HUYEro B roioBe. He Morin qBa 9Tu MyKHKa MPOesaTh
TaKOW MyTh — UCKaTh OTIA 1eJbIX 20 JIeT U3-32 KaKOro-To TaM 30J10Ta, KOTOPOe YKpasld Tak JIaBHO.
Ckonpko uM JjieT-to Toraa osuto? IMo 25?7 Cnumkom mononsl. I BepoHuka caenaia cCOBepIieHHO
MIPaBWJIBHBIN BBIBOJI, UTO OBUT KTO-TO TPETUH, TOT, KOTOPBIA BCEM 3TUM 3arpasiisil. Bot o u coexan,
HaBEpHOE. A 3T JIBOE — IIECTEPKU.

Beponuka oCTOpOKHO BBITJISIHY/A B IIENTb MEXy CTaBHAMU. Bo 1Bope Bce ObLJIO CITOKOMHO —
HUKOro 1 Huuero. Kak ckBo3b 3emutio mpoBamiiiick! Beb OHM He HAluM 30710T0. 3HAYUT, HOJKHBI
npuiTH cHOBa. Eciu OHM yBepeHsl, UTO OHO CIpSTaHo B fome. Her, 3T0, KOHEYHO, XOpOIIIO, YTO
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OaHIUTHI OOJTBIIIE HE TIOSIBIISUTUCH, IIPOCTO CTPAHHO Kak-To. .. Y uto Teneps eit nenars? Yxonuts? Tak
KUTH OoJblne Heb3si. Haio mogaBaThCs K TETKE WM YXOAWUTH JaJIblle B Talry, TyAa, TAe €€ HUKTO
HUKOT/Ia He HaieT. Eii ObUI0 MHTEepEeCHO, BEIYMCIIUIIN JTU OaHIUTH TeTKY. Boraucmu. Ckopee Beero!
Ecnmu yowimm y4acTKoBOro, KOTOPBIM ObUT CBSI3aH C OTIIOM KPENKOHW U JIOJTOW APYXOOH, 3HAUUT, U
POMHIO TOXe yke rmacyT. Kak Obl ¢ TETKOW He CIIyYrIoch 4ero!

W emie ona He 3Hana, 4TO Teneph Aeyarh ¢ «pukycom». OCTaBIsTh €ro 3/1eCh, Kak Besen el
OTell, WX YHeCTHu ¢ codoii? MosxkeT co3HaTbesl yuactkoBoMy, UTO uckanu Gerbie y Hee B jome? U
OTIaTh ero OT rpexa? MBICIb-TO MpaBUJIbHAS, TOIBKO BOT OTEll PO 3TO HUUEro ei He roBopuil. OH
BeJIeJT e MPOCTO YUTH, TIPO C/Iauy 30JI0Ta B MIJIAIMIO HE ObLJIO M peur. 3HAUUT, OH OOSUICS, UTO ee
MOT'YT IPUBJIEYb K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 €T0 MPOIIUIbIE IPEXH.

Beponuka Haymmiia cebe B KpyKKY BOJIBI, CeJla B CEHsIX Ha CKaMeeuKy 1, HaOmoaas 3a y4acTKOM
niepes] JOMOM, C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM Hammiack. Bona B Mx komoziie Opuia oueHb BKycHO. Hukakoro 4aio
He Hajo! K Hell B cenu Boiiesn JoH U celt psijiom.

— Toxe Utk xouenb? — cpocuiia ero Beponuka.

JIOH TONIOKWMIT e Ha KOJIEHH OTPOMHYIO O€JTyIo TOJIOBY M B3IOXHYII.

— IlonsTHO — XOuemb Ha ABop. YUto *k nouutu. Tobko pyxbe npuxsayvy!

JleByI1iIka BepHy/ach B KOMHATY, B3sij1a PYXbe€, M, OTKPBIB IBEPb, BBITYCTHJIa COOAKY Ha YIIHILY.
A cama ocTajach CTOATh Ha KPBUIbIIE, Iepka pyKbe HArOTOBE.

Ho, cnaBa Bory, Bce obornuiock, [IoH cenan cBou Aejia U JIOBOJBHBIA MoOekal K J0MY, HO
BIPYT, PE3KO OCTAHOBWJICSI U TIOBEJT HOCOM B CTOPOHY mojiecka. [IoToM elie HEeMHOTO MOCTOSUT U
npudexka K XO3sHKe.

Beponuka Obi1a 03agaueHa Takum rosesieHreM JJona. OH He pblyalt, TPOCTO MOHIOXAN BO3/IYX.
UYro 310 Moryio o3HavaTh? [ouysin kakoro-uuodyab 38eps? M npocto u3 moodonsircTBa? Ho codaka
OoJbIIIe He BhIpakala HUKAKOro OeCroKoMcTBa. Ycnokonaach M Beponrka. OHa 3aKpblia 3aIBUKKY
ABEpH, ellle pa3 MpoBepria CTABHU OKOH U Tonuia 3a JJoHOM B KOMHaTy.

Bmke k Beuepy [IoH HaCTOpOXKMIICA, M Yepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMsi BepoHuka cama yciblmaia ryJ1
Motopa. K tomy nombexanu ape Marmuael. OjHa Oblj1a MallIMHOM Y4aCTKOBOTO, & BTOPAsi YTO-TO BPOJIE
MenuuuHckor. TpynoBo3ka — nogymaina Beponuka, u ee nepeaepHyno. OTKpbIB IBEpb U OCTaBUB
JloHa B joMe, [IeBYIIIKA BHIIUIA BO JBOP HABCTpedy MUIUIMOHepaM. Mx Obu1o Tpoe.

— XopoI11o, 4To 10 TEMHOTHI YCTIENH, — CKa3ana Beponuka Bukropy.

— Bor, npuBe3 skcnepToB, ceityac 3aieM B I0M, ITOKaXKeIllb, T/ie JiexkKas TPYI, ¥ Kak Bce ObUIO.
3ps THI TYT Bce yopaua!

— Ara! A kak MHe TyT kuTb-T0? TYT Bce nepeBepHyTO ObUIO, KPOBHUIIM MOpPE, U TOKOWHUK. . .
A eciu Obl BBl He nipriexaiu? Brei3BaTh-TO 1 MIIIMIMIO He Moria. [IoH paHeH ObLI, BTOPON OaHIWT
coexai. UATu 0 iepeBHM MENIKOM, a TIOTOM ellie 0 pallieHTpa 1001paThcsi — BEpHAsI CMEPTh!

— Ja nagHo yx! YOpana, Tak yOpaia, mpocTo MOKaXH, Kak Bce ObLIO.

Beponuka nokasana, rae Jiexaan MepTBBI My KUK M cobaka. Pacckazana, 4To cTON U JIaBKU
ObLIM TIEPEBEPHYTHL, a B JOMe ObLT )KYTKHI1 Oecriops10K. [lake B MOATION JIA3WIU U BCE TaM TepeBep-
HYJIA BBEPX JTHOM !

—Tomnbko 51 B OANON HE J1a3ana, TEMHO TaM. Tak, IIsiHy/1a TOJBKO.

— Botr 1 omuHO, MBI TaM TOXe MopadoTaeM, MOXET, MATbUYMKN KaKhe COXPaHWIHCh Tae. A
ThI, — OOpaiasch K Beponuke, — ceityac jydine B 1oMe NOCHIA. MBI TaM CO JKMYPUKOM TTOKa pazoe-
pemcsi. — CkazaJl OlMH U3 KCIIEPTOB-KPUMHUHAIUCTOB.

Beponuka oTKpbUIa IOANOJ, ¥ OAWH U3 HE3HAKOMBIX €il MIJIMIIMOHEPOB 3asie3 Tyaa. pyroii
crosi1 BMecte ¢ BuktopoMm Bo3zjie nmokoiHuka. OHM JOITO O 4eM-TO MeperoBapuBaiuCh, oTorpa-
(upoBaK, MOTOM TMOAOIIUIM K JIPYrOil MalllvHE W BBI3BAIU JABYX 3I0POBBIX MYKHMKOB. Te BBIIILIH C
HOCHJIKAMH, TIEPEJIOKMITM Ha HUX TeJO, 3aJBUHYJIM UX B MAIlIMHY 1 yexasii. Beponuka, HabmogaBIast
32 BCEMU MaHUITYJISIIASIMU M3 OKHA, OOJIErYeHHO B3[I0XHYJIA U BHIIIUIA HA JIBOP.
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BukTOp M TOT, C KOTOPBIM OH CTOSIT BO3JIe YOUTOrO, CU/ICIM B MAIllIMHE U KypWIH. A TOT, 4TO
IITAPHJI B TIOATIONE, CTOSLT, OOJIOKOTHBIIMCH HA KArlOT MAIIUHBI, U 33[yMYMBO OCMATPUBAJI OKPECTHO-
cru. BepoHuka nojoruia K HUM U CpocuJa:

— Hy, u 9yro Hawm?

— MBpl, KpacaBuiia, HIYEro He HallIu. TOMbKO MaJbuYMKU CHSUTM. A Thl HAM ceiiyac CBOM OCTa-
BUIIIb.

— B KOMHaTe MOMX MMOJTHO, a BOT B TIO/ITIONe Oobiiie oTel] ObiBai. Ero masbiieB TaM MHOTO, a
Tyaa ¢ AeTcTBa 6osiachk ga3arh. [IpaBaa, mamsl yxke O0JbIle MOMyrofa HeT B KUBBIX.

— XOpoI110 TBOW MECUK ITOTO TpaxaaHuHa oTaesal. Tompko oTkunyscs u BoT Te pa3! [llancos
BBDKHTH He ObLIO coBceM. Jlaxke eciu Obl 310 mpH Tede nmpom3onuio. [ToMoub eMy yxke Heslb3s ObLTO.

— Anabau cepbesnbie codakn. — Cornacuinack Beponuka. — Busiena kak-1o, Kak OH C BOJIKOM
paszenaics — CeKyHJa U BCE. ..

— ThI, BOT UTO, 3asIBJICHUE HAM HAITUIIH, KaK TIOJIOXEHO, a MBI €r0 K JIEJTy MPUIIIbEM.

— K kakomy eine nenny? — ynuBuiach Beponuka.

— Kak x kakomy? K youiicTBy.

— ¢1 HuKoro He youBana.

— Jla Her, THI HANUIIK, KaK THI BOILIA B JIOM, a TaM... B o0mem cama 3Haemns. ['padexa He
ObL10. B noMe Huvero He mponaio?

— Her. Huyero.

— 3auem xe OHU MPUXOIWIN? — 3ayMUYUBO MpousHec Bukrop.

— Ioxpare Hatww Obl 1 ynuty. la BEIMUTE, HeOOCh, ObLTO? 3a4eM MOrpoM yCTParBaTh?

— Bot! TouHo, — yneiOHynack Beponunka, — OyTblika camoronku npomnana. Ctosiia co BpeMeH
oTLA.

— Hy... D10 Hecepbe3Ho! — ckazan KpuMUHAMUCT. — Takoit morpom! OHM McKanu y 1eds TyT
yT0-TO! He 3Haemb uto? — v XUTpo nocmotpes Ha BepoHuky.

— Ilouem mMHe 3HaTh? — OTBETUJIA JIEBYIIIKA U OIYCTHJIA IJ1a3a.

— Te1 6 mpaBay Ham ckazana? Eciu 3Haelns, KOHeUHO. Beap ecv He Halluid, TPUIYT OMSITh.

— I[Tostomy oHa u TpsiceTcst, uTo ket Busuta! Hy, 1eBOHbKA, CKaXH, Thl UTO-TO 3HAEIIb?

Beponwka cuziena 3a crojiom ¥ nucaia 3assieHue. OHa MOAMucanach, M emie pa3 mpoynTaB
CBOE COUYMHEHHE, YOBIETBOPEHO KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOM.

— Bort. Bce, uto 6bu10, Harucana! He 3Hato 6osbiiie HU4Yero. EAWMHCTBEHHO, YTO BaM MOTY CKa-
3aTh — OTeIl MHE Mepe] CMEPTHIO TOBOPHII, YTOOBI 5 OTCIOAA YXOIWJIa, KOT/Ia TIOMpeT.

— C 4ero 6bl 3T0? — 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS KPUMHUHAIIHCT.

— Ortkyna ke MHe 3HaTh? Bosisics 3a MeHsI, HaBepHoe. Beib TyT B Taiire OJJHOU OBIBAET CTPAIITHO.
Ho s npuBbIKJIa ¥ HUKOT/IA HE JTyMasia, 9YToO KTO-TO MOXKET Y MeHsI Oap/iak yCTPOWTh, 3aJ1e3Th B HAIIl
aom! Tyt Hevero ykpacts! Uto B 3TOM I0Me MOKHO B351Th? MBI O6e1HO kuu. Tak Kak Bce!

— Tak 6atio-To ee Bpoje yousnu? — CipoCH KPUMUHAIUCT Y YYaCTKOBOTO.

— Younu. Knuent-to Hai okazasics! [1paBaa, gena JaBHO MUHYBIIUX JHEH. . . [IoToM ut yecT-
HOW U NpaBeJHOM KU3HBIO.

— MoxerT, y3HaJl KOro u3 TeX, KOTOpble ero Mopeniwin? — mporoBopui BUKTOp 1 mocMoTpent
Ha Beponuky. — He roBopui Huuero?

— Her. He roBopui. Benen yxonuts 1 Bee.

— Crpanno kak-to! Ciymiaii, MOxeT, ¢ Hamu Tioezienib? ['oBopsAT, y TeOs1 poiHs B iepeBHe? —
CITPOCHJT KPUMUHAJIHCT.

— Terka y Hee Tam. HaBenasicst s1 kK Hell ceromHs. Tam MoKa HUKTO He TOSIBJISIICS, HO TOXE
OTACHO, — CKa3aJl yYaCTKOBBIA. — TyT MOMO3roBath HaJIo.

— B o6mem, Beponuka, iena Takue — TOT KOTOPOro TBou JI0H Mopemw, JeHCTBUTEILHO OTKH-
Hyscst ¢ 30HbL. CripaBka Hacrosimas. C HUM elrie ofiH ObUI, TOT, KoToporo JIoH He ycIies JoCTaTh.
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ItoT BUAHO B Oerax. OHU B KaOake CIIyYaitHO BCTPETHIIUCH M CTOBOPWIINCH, MOJI, JIaBai Terieph BMe-
CTe Jiesia TIpOBOpavMBaTh. Tem Oojiee 0CBOOOXKIEHHBIA I'paXJaHUH JKUTh YECTHOM JKU3HBIO COBET-
CKOro 4eJjioBeKa M He cobupaics. Ho camoe mHTepecHOe 3TO TO, YTO PYKOBOAMUT MMM €Ile OJIUH.
Astopuret! BoJbl1o#l Bec, roBOpAT, B KPUMUHAIBHOM MHUPE UMEET, — CKa3aJl IKCIEPT.

— Otkyza Thl BCE 3TO 3Haellb? — YIUBJIEHHO ITOCMOTPEB Ha CBOETO KOJLJIETY, CIIPOCKIT Y4acT-
KOBBII.

— CnpaBouky 5l MpOBEpUJI, a MOTOM, €CTh Y MEHs JIIOIUILKH, MpocBeTIN. Busenu ux yacro
BMecTe. JIBoux. Yike naxe 3Halo, KTO OH. A BOT IIPO IIaXxaHa UX MHE ele HUYEr0 HEU3BECTHO.

— Hy, uto, 3A€Ch OCTaHelIbCsl WM BCE K€ C HAMU MOe/Ielh? — CIPOCUJT YYaCTKOBBIH.

— Her. He noeny. Terky noacraBisTh He Xouy, a cama TyT ¢ JJoHOM octaHych. 3ajeTHbIe 3TO
Kakue-HuOynb. Heuero y MeHst TyT UCKaTh. A, MOXeT, neperyTanu uto. He siBisiorcs ke Oonbiie! —
ckazasia BepoHuKa, M eil CTaJlo0 HEBBIHOCUMO CTHITHO. DTHU JIIOAU TMBITAIMCh € TIOMOYb, & OHA UM
OeccoBecTHO Bpasia!

— Hy, Torga ne nomunaii muxom! INoexanu, a To yxe ckopo yTpo. [oiaro Mel TyT y TeOs 3a1ep-
JKaJIMCh! — CKa3aJl yYaCTKOBBIN U BBIIIE U3 JJOMA. 3a HAM MOTSHYJIUCh U 00a €ro KOJJIETH.

BepoHnuka BbIIIUIa HA KPBUIBIIO MX MPOBOAWUTH. ThMa Obla Takasi, 4To He ObUIO BUJHO JIaXKe
MamvHbel. Houb Obl1a macMypHoO#t 1 6e3myHHOM. BukTop o6epHyscs k BepoHuke, MOAMUTHY ei 1
HErPOMKO CBUCTHYJI.

JleByIlIka HMYEro He MOHsUIAa M Jake HEMHOTrO MChyrayiach. JJoH HACTOPOKWIICS M B3/IBIOWIT
1IepPCTh Ha XOJIKE U XBOCTE.

BukTop nocrain anekrpruueckuil (pOHapUK U OCBETUII UM MOAJIECOK. M3 KyCTOB MOSIBUIICS KAKOM-
TO yesioBeK. B TeMHoTe Ob110 He pasrisaeTs. @onaps norac. K Beponuke u Buktopy nogmortiesn mMosio-
JIOM CUMITaTUYHbIN MAapeHb JIeT BOCEMHAIaTh-/IBaIIATH.

— Korb TH permia ocratbes, — TUXO cKazasl BUKTOp, — s1 ¢ TOOOH OCTaBIIiO 3TOrO MAPHUIIIKY.
MHe Tak CrioKoiHel OyJeT.

— 310 uro? B KavuecTBe OxpaHbl? — 3acMesiach BepoHHKa, — 4TO-TO OH OOJTBHO XJTUIKUH!

— Man 3onotauk aa gopor! Jpyrux He umeem. [a Tol notuie kpuuu-to! M He obukaii ero
TyT! Bee, Mbl oexaii, a Bbl OBICTPO B JIOM, U 3alIPUTECh XOPOILIEHBKO!

BukTop crosin 1o Tex nop, noka BepoHuka ¢ mapHUIIKON He 3allUlv B JOM, ¥ HE YCJIbIIIAJ 3ByK
3aKphIBAIOLIENCS IIEKOJIbl. Y TObKO MOTOM MalllMHa 3aBejiach U yexasa.

Mornogple 1oy CTOSIM HAlIPOTUB JIPYT ApPYyra U He 3HaJIM ¢ Yero Havyarb pasroBop. JoH crio-
KOWHO OTpearupoBasl Ha roctsi. OH MoJoIes K Hemy, TIIATeIbHO ero OOHIOXal, CJIerKa BUIbHYJI XBO-
CTOM U JIET Ha CBOIO MOJCTHUIIKY.

— 3HauuT, 3TO THI NPATAJICS B MOJJIecKe? — 1orajanack BepoHuka.

-4

— A 3auem?

— Mens Bukrtop Anekcanaporuu npuciai. Hy, moka qoOpasics, B 00IeM, 4acoB ¢ IBYX THS
TYT TOpuy. TeOs oxpaHsiio.

— Toxe mue oxpannuk! [la Tebs corutelt mepemmbenis! — 3acMesiiach BepoHuka.

— Hy, 310 MBI e1e nocMoTpum.

— A 3Barb-TO Tebs Kak? — cripocuiia BepoHuka.

— Murtbkoii Bce 30ByT!

I'maBa 5. OH BEPHVYJICA!

— Hy, Mutbka, pacrionaraiicsi, Oyap Kak goma! — ckazaia BepoHuka u 3acMesiiach.
— A 4T0 TH cMeenlbes-To? — ynuBuicsa MuThbKa.

— He 3na0. Ot crpaxa, HaBepHOe.

— A Tbl 1yMaellib, CEroJHs clofja KTO-TO CHOBA MpUIeT?
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— Ortkyna s 3Ha10? [IpocTo modanBaoch.

— A TBI JEWICTBUTEILHO HE JIOTaJIbIBACIIIHCS, KTO 9TO U UTO UM Yy TeOst Hafo? — ciipocuyi MUTBKA.

— Tebs cioga kKo MHe 11 U3BJIeUeHUs] MHPOPMAITUH TTOICAANITH?

— YtoOsl THI ObUIa B 6e30macHOCTH! — 00U IeIICS TIApEeHb.

— Jla uTo ¢ TeOs B3ITb-TO? KTO THI €CTh TaKOB, YTOOBI TeOsI MaTepble OAHAUTHI UCITYTAJTHUChH?

— Hy, Bo-niepBbIX — OHU Oy/yT 3HAaTh, YTO THI B IOME HE OJHA.

— 1 u Tak He ogHa. Co mHoM [{oH.

— Jlon paHeH. I He cMOXeT B TIOJIHOW Mepe 3alllUTUTh TeOs. A TOTOM, 51 BCe ke YeJIOBEK, CO
MHOW ¥ TIOTOBOPUTbh MOKHO.

— Bo, Bo! U1 51 0 Tom xe! Tel Xouenib BbiBeJaTh Y MEHS, 3a4eM CIojIa KO MHE 3aJIE3/I U UTO
UCKam?

— Ja Hy Te6s! laii yurie yero-HuOyap moxparb. C yTpa HUYETo He eJl.

— A y MeHs1 KpoMe 3aCOXIIIero xjaeda v JJyKa HU4ero He octanock. ECTh e HeMHOTro KMCIOoro
MOJIOKa, HO 310 14 [JoHa. EMy Ha10 OKpenHyTh.

— A Kak ke Tbl TYT XUBELIb? — yIUBWICA MuUTbKa.

— Kak, kak! Oxouycs, rpubsl, siroasl cooupaio. PeiOy soBmo. BoH, peka kakas... Hy, Bcskyio
KpyIly HaM NPUBO3WJIM U3 JIepeBHU. U3 paiilieHTpa oTell BO3MII Koe-uero. A Tak, y4aCTKOBBIM Halll
nsas [ETp, yacTeHbKO, TO KAPTOIIKH, TO eIlle Yero MprUBo3uiI. Msico y Hac Bceraa OblIo — OXOTHJIHCH,
a OoJIbllie ¥ He HA/I0 HUYero. BoT TonbKo ceifuac HUUero He 0CTanoch Modty, Asaio [letio-To younm.
A s Bce ymaJa, 4To TO ero HeT Tak JaBHO? Yike OOJbIlie HeleH. . .

— A xJ1e6 rae Opana?

— Ileky s ero. Tonbko B moamnosn 3a MyKoi He nosiedy. A B JoMe KOHYMJIAch.

— Moker, MHE CJIa3UTh?

— Her yx. Cunu nyuiue.

— A MoJoko oTkyaa?

— Panbiie y MeHst ko3a Ob1a, Tak 3a0onena 4eM-To, IPUIIUIOCh 3ape3arh, OKa He M30XJIa.
Ogribt Ob1. HO mocs1e Toro Kak marsl He ctalio, mpojana Bcex. OnHy, npasia, octaBuia. MHe MOJIOKa
XBaTajgo. A TyT Ha AHSX, BOJIK ee yrauwl. [JoH He ycinenui. Beap oH Tenepb OT MEHS HE OTXOIMT.

— Ilocne yero He oTXOIUT?

— Ilocne cmeptu otia! 3a mMenst 6outcss. OH K HeMy MpHUOeskal, yCIblal BeiCTpel. BepeBku
neperpbI3 U Ko MHe BepHyJicsl. OxpanaTs! U Teneps Beerna psaom co MHOM. B ToT pas, korga atu
rajibl 3aJ1e37M B JIOM, 51 €r0 HaCWJIBHO JIoMa ocTaBwia. [Ipukaszana, 4yroObl oxpansut goM. 3ps. He
paHwIM OBl ero Torga. f-To Tailru HUKOrAa He OosIach, a ¥ MaMsATh KOPOTKas. .. 3a0buia, 4To OTIa
B Taiire younu. Panbine qymana OpakoHbepl, a Terepb BOT MOHsIA — OAHJUTHI 3TO!

— A Tbl TOUHO yBEpEHa, YTO OBIY BOJIK yTaIlu?

— Tam cnenp ObLTH.

— A, MOXET, 9TO Te e OaHIUTHI, TOIBKO C COOAKOM?

— Her, crienpl Bomyby ObUTH. .. A TaM... KTO ero 3HaeT? Ha TpaBe oHM OBUIH, TOJIBKO OTWH Ha
TMIECKE, MOXKET, U MeperyTaa.

— Jlymaeliib, OHU I7ie-TO B Taiire B M30YIIKe KaKOW-HUOYIIb KUBYT?

— Moxer. [lymaio, OHU XOIAT 3a TPOAYKTaMU, HO BAPYT UM HIANIUIbIKA 3aX0Te0ch? Viu teHbru
koHumMCh. Ho cobaka. .. Thl 3Haelh, MUTBKA, KaK-TO pas3, KOTjia OTell B Taire ObLI, OH ke JIECHUKOM
CITy’KWJI, — TIOSICHWJIA JIEBYIIIKA, — & sl HA pbl0ajike, MHE TIOKa3aJlIoCh, YTO B IoMe KTO-TO Obul. Hy,
KOI/1a 51 BEPHYJIach.

— W kak T8I goraganace?

— Jla mpeaAMeTHl KaK-TO He TaK CTOSUTU. A OIMH pa3 BOOOIIE BCs MyKa U3 OOYKH BbICHITIaHa ObLyIa.
MslI ee B moArone AepkKUM B JKeJIe3HOM OOUKe, YTOObI MBIIIM He Kpaiu. [la 1 XpaHUTh ee JTydlle B
XOJIOMHOM MecTe. A TyT — O0UKa IepeBepHyTa, U MyKa Ha noiy. W paccelmana Tak 4yaHo, OyaTo ee
crierabHO nepedupan. Bot toraa JloHy nocranocs!
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— A mouemy BbI PELIHIH, YTO TO OH?

— A xomy enie-to? OH Tor/a, OBIBAJIO, AypaKa BaJISI — TO TIOTPHI3ET YTO-HUOY/Ib, TO TIOPBET. . .
Ho Teneps s yBepeHa, 4To 3T0 ObLT HE OH.

— Beponuka, a Kak xe oH mycTUI-To 4yk0ro? Tel 00 3ToM nymasna? Eciti He OH MyKy UCTIOPTHIL,
3HAUUT, OH JOIYCTHJI B IOM UyXkaka!

— A 5100 3T0M He omymana! [omyuaercs, 9To 310 ObLT KTO-TO, KOTO OH 3Has! M XOpoITIo 3Hal. . .

— U mHoro Takux?

— Io manbuam nepecyurars. . .

Beponuka nmouemy-To rnogymalia 0 YepHOU oBuapke, moodumuiie asau [lerpa. e oHa tereps,
ecu xo3siuHa HeT? Benp oH Obut 600biIeM. Hamo Oyner y MumimonepoB cripocuTb. U ecm uto K
ceOe B3SITh.

— A Ha koro Obl Tel mogymasa? Kto Mor B IoM XOAUTh U MyKY paccChirnaThb?

— JloH MOT BITYCTHTh B IOM TOJIbKO JBOMX, HET, TPOUX, TETKY eie. Ho oHa K Ham peako Hae-
IbIBAJIAC.

— A ocrasibHble 1BOE?

— Hansa [léTp, yyacTKOBBIN, M1 MEXaHUK, YTO OTIly MAlllMHY Bce BpeMs NpUroHsul. CeMEHbIY.
OH ux gaxe Bpojie Kak oo, [aguts ceds mo3Bossil. Bosblie Bpojie HUKOro BCIIOMHUTD HE MOTY.
Ja Het Gosbllie TakuX Jioei. Ecam BApYr NpuXoauin Kakue-To OXOTHUKY MJTM HAYaJIbCTBO U3 JIec-
HUYECTBA, TAK OH BeJl ce0s1 OYeHb HACTOPOKEHHO. B ToM ObI HE IyCTHII.

— Ilonyyaercs xpeHoBas kapTuHKa! Erepeii, OXOTHUKOB, U BCSIKMIA TaM 4y’KOM JIIO]] OH HE ITyC-
Kaj1. A cBoux — CeMEHBIYA, OBIBILIETO YYACTKOBOTO M TETKY JIIOOMI. ..

— Tel Ha yTO 3TO HaMeKaelb? — ¢ BHI30BOM BOCKJIMKHY/1a BepoHuka.

— A Ha TO ¥ HaMeKal0. 3HAYUT, IIAPUJT Y BaC B IOMe KTO-TO U3 TeX Tpoux. Kotopsix JIoH xoporio
3HaI. BoT 1 mymaii Tenepb — KTO U3 HHUX YTO-TO y Bac B JoMe uckaji. Kto, o cytu, BaM ¢ OTIIOM
OBbLIT Bparom, a He JApyrom!

— Hy, TeTky s oTmMeTalo cpasy! OHa yxe coBceM cTapasi ¥ uyaHasi. [la v ioOuT oHa MeHsI OueHb.
S Bedpb el kak oub. Y Hee cBoux jereil HeT. CecTpa oHa MatepuHa. PonHs. [la 1 4to MOXHO TyT
y Hac UcKartb?

— Ara! A BOpyr HacIeICTBO KaKoe OCTaBUJIA UM C TBOEH MaMoi, a Mama Bce cede 3arpadacrana’?

— Oii! — maxnyna najgomkoit Beponuka, — Haciencrso! [la mama ¢ TETKOM roiblo nepekaTHON
Bcerga Obuti. Mama y MeHst 60s1bHO KpacuBasi Obuta! OTely, Korjaa KeHWICS Ha MaTepy, Hy, Tak MHE
TEeTKa PacCKa3blBasIa, Ja U MaMa MHOT/A, OY€Hb OHU 32KWJIM XOpoIIo. bars oM psiioM ¢ TETKUHBIM
noctaBui1. JJoOpoTHBIN, Teruisli. M ofeBaThCsi CTasiu XOpOIIIo, He B TEJIOrpeiiKax, Kak paHbllle, U eCTh
CJIAJIKO CTaJIN.

— Tak oTKyzaa *e y OTIia TBOEro AEHer CTOJIbKO ObLIO?

— A g otkyaa 3Hai0? OH e 0CBOOOAMJICS TOTAA TOJBKO 3TO B... Jaidl BCIIOMHIO... B 65 rogy
obL10. JleHpru Ha 30He 3apadoTaHHble He TpaTwi. Hy, Tak MHe TeTka roBopwia. [Totom yxe, korma
oH ymep. f BooOie He 3Hana, 4To OH cujes. OcBOOOAMIM €ro I0CPOUHO, 32 XOpoIliee OBEeICHHUE.
OH Bezb He youiia ObL, a Tak, 3a YTO-TO TaM romnaj. Toxe, TyMaro, HH9ero xopoiero, koHedo. Ho
MIOTOM BHHY MCKYIIHJI ¥ pabOTaJI BCIO OCTAaBIIYIOCS XKU3Hb 4ecTHO! CKOJIbKO OH OpakOHbEPOB MONMAT
— He cocunTaenb. M paHeH ObUI 1Ba pasa, U MeJBeb ero apai. MHOro Bcero ObUIo.

— Yrto-TO THI YBNIEKJIach! 3HAIO s, YTO OATS TBOYM IMOTOM YECTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM cTal. Thl Tymaid,
KTO MOT OBITh BaM Bparom? MexaHuK WU y4acTKOBbINA? — MUTBKA, Jake caM UCITYTaJICS CBOMX CJIOB.
Kak e MOXHO — y4acTKOBBIN U BIPYT Bpar... — Beixonur, mexanuk Ceménba! bosbiiie HeKoMy.

— Oii, na CeMEHBIY TPe3BbIi ObLT TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOT/IA MAIIMHY OTIly MpUroHsul. [IbeT mo-uep-
HOMY.

—Hy, Bot 1 otBeT! JleHer Ha IIbSIHKY HE XBaTaJlo, BOT OH TAKOM M IIACTAJ K BaM — [OKUBUTHCS
4eM-HUOy/Ib. A, MOXET, TPOCTO CAMOTOH MCKat!
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— A, MoxerT, Tl 1 TIpaB. Tak, He co 37a... [IpocTo UcKal BHIUTH. A s TYT Hagymauia cede! —
1 BeceJIo pacCMesIBIINCh, BepoHuKa BBIIILIA B CEHU 3a ocTaTkaMu xJieba. — Celiyac vaii 3aBapio, OH
y MEHsI BKYCHBII ¢ TpaBkamu. [lonbeM 4aiiky ¢ XJ1eOyImKkoM. A TIOTOM PelIvM, 4To JiejiaTh. YTPOoM
TBOU MEHTBI TIPUEYT, MOMPOCUM, YTOOBI TPUBE3JIH ITOECTh Yero-HUOY/Ib.

— Ho, Ho! MeHThl. D10 uTO eme Takoe? Munmimonepsl! — norpasui ee Mureka.

— A caMm Tbl TOXe XOuelllb cTaTh MeHTOM? OUl, MUJTUITIOHEPOM ?

— Ha. Kypcanr s. I3 MocCKBBI.

— W3 camoii MockBbI? — BCKPUKHYJIA JEBYIIIKA.

— A uro 1yt Takoro? [Ipuexai k as/ibKe Ha JIETO. A OH MHE BOT TaKyIO ITPAKTUKY YCTPOUIL.

— A naapka, 3to Buktop?

— VYragana. OH camblil.

— U 4970 %€ OH poAUTEIsIM TBOUM CKAXET, €CIM C TOOOH UTO CITyqUTCS?

— A uto cinyuntcsi-to? [Tocuxky TyT ¢ TOOOM, MOOX paHsIIo, ¥ Yepes3 ABE HeeIH JOMOU — TIO-TIO. . .

Beponuka B3r1s1HY 1 B 111€/1b CTABHU, BCKPUKHYJIA U 3aMepJia C 3aBAPOYHbIM YaHUKOM B OHOMN
PYyKe, ¥ ¢ OaHOUKOM /17151 Yasi B APYrou... MUTbKa BCKOYMJI C JIABKH M NOI0ekas K Hel — B TYMaHHOM
MIPEIPAcCBETHOM JbIMKE 32 HEOOJIBIION MOJISTHOM, BO3JIE CAMOTO Kpasi TAUTH CTOSLT YeJIOBEK U CMOT-
pen B ctopoHy goMa. Ha Hem Oblia HAKMHYTA IUIAII-TIAJIaTKa C KAIMMOIIOHOM, TaK 4TO PasMisiIeTh ero
JUIO ObLIIO HEBO3MOXHO, B PYKaxX OH JIEPXKAJ PYXKbeE. ..

— OH BepHyJICS — C yKAacOM IpOIIENTasa JeBYIIKA.

— Ha, Beponuka, k Ham roctu!

I'masa 6. B JAJIbHIOIO U3BYIHIKY

MurtbKa, He cIycKas IJ1a3 ¢ JIeCHOTO rocTs, 1ojie3 PyKOH 3a Kpail IIMPOKON pyOalliky U BbITA-
111 UcToneT. BepoHuka ¢ y:xacom cmoTpera Ha Mosiofioro napHs. OHa 1axe He peAcTaBsia, 4To
y HEro MoXeT ObITh Opy:xue!

— Opyxue B jome ecTh? — cripocuil oH y BepoHuku.

— Bor pyxbe, moe. OHo 3apsikeHo. U oTioBCKOE.

— A natpoHs1?

— Bor, naxe MHoro. — BepoHuka oTkpblia mKaguuk KoMoza, B KOTOPOM OHH C OTLIOM BCerjaa
JepKaiv MaTPOHBIL.

NutepecHo, nogymasia oHa, a MoyeMy OHM MaTpoHbl He B3su? Benp ux Hamum. Hasephoe,
CBOMIX TIOJTHO, — pelia BepoHrka 1 BhITAIMIAa OHY KOPOOKY. MHTBKA B3SUT MATPOHBI U 3aPS I
py*xbe oTia. JJoH BHUMATEIbHO HAOMIOAN 32 MAHUITYJISIUSIMUA XO3SIMKH U TOCTSI.

— A 4to 310 JIOH Takoil CrIOKOWHBINA? — cripocui Mursi.

— Tak He 4yBCTBYeT yrpo3bl IOKa HUKAKON. MyXUK CTOUT Ha Kpalo Jieca, K JIOMY He TTOIXOIHT.
Yero paHbllle BpeMeHU HEPBHUYATH ?

— Tw Tak roBOpUIIL O codake, OyaTO OHa yMmeeT JaymaTh. OHA JOKHA KOMAHIBI BHITIOTHSTD
u Bce!

— Xa! D10 y Bac B MEHType HeMeIlK1e OBYAPKHU TOJIbKO KOMaH/Ibl BHITIOJHSIOT, KaK pOOOTHL. A
asabaii 3T0 cobaka aymarormasi. OH MOKET caesaTh TaK, Kak CUUTAeT HYKHBIM, HEB3Upasi HA KOMaH/y.

— Beixoaur, anabau mis ciykObl He roasatcs. JlamgHo, xBatut 6onrark. Hago qymars, dro emy
HAJIo.

— Ceifuac IOCMOTPHUIIIb, TOAATCS OHU JJIsI CITYKOBI WM HeT. BOH, 3TOT raj npuOamxkaercs K
JoMy. [IoH yxe 3aHepBHUAYAIL.

— Beponuk, TH OBl yIIJIa B KOMHATY, a TO BAPYT MaJbHET? — 03a009YEHO IS/ HA TTPUOSIHIKA-
IOILIETOCs MYKUMHY, CKa3ajl MUTbKa.

— Her. 4 ocranyce. [loH, ko MHe, MmasibuuK. — JIoH mogomien k xo3siiike. Ha 3arpuBke u Bozie
XBOCTa IIEPCTh Y Hero B3pi0nIack. OH yTpOOHO phIYa, U 3JI00HO CKAJUT 3YOBI.
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— Hy u kpikn y Hero! [Ipocto cabne3yObiil TUTP Kako-To! — yibIOHycss MUTBKA.

— OH 3710, — TporienTaia Beponuka.

— Kt0? — He nmonsin Murs.

— Tor, uro 6amnorunkom JloHa 00e3BpeIUTh XOTEJ.

— A TbI ero Bugena?

— Her. [Ton Bunen. U1 y3nai ero.

— 3HayuT, K HaM nokayiosas Oanaut. [otoBbcd K 6010, Ha3bIBaeTcs!

MyXUK MOJOIIENT MOYTH HA METP K KPbUIbILY U KPUKHYIL:

— DM, neBuiia, pa3roBop ecth. Boiiiau, a? Tonbko 6e3 coOak.

JIOH 3apbIyai Kak JIeB M KUHYJICS IPY/IbI0 Ha BEPb.

— Ara, MoxeT TeOsI B JOM MPUTJIACUTH W CTOJT HAKPBITH? — KpUKHYJIa BepoHuKa.

— A de, 1 6 He OTKa3aJICs, TH eBKa lleHTpoBasi! A TaM ¥ CTOBOPUJIUCH Obl!

— 41 ero ceituac yOblo, — B3opBaJicsi MHUTBKA.

— A 3T0 4TO Tam 3a csIBKa? — KPUKHYJI MYKHUK.

— He 1BOe neno! I'oBopu, uto Hajo u yxogu. MHaue codaky cryIny, — KpUKHYJIa uyepe3 IBepb
Beponuka.

— Crpliimib, THI, HE CUJTBHO TOHOIIUCH-TO, COOAUKY TBOIO 51 OBICTPO YCITOKOIO!

— OH yueHbI# yxe. ITo OH TeOsl YCIIOKOUT. [ 0BOpH, UTO HAJI0 M MPOBAJIMBAM, B IOC/ICTHUN pa3
MIPeIyTIPEkK Q0.

— 3Barb-T0 TeOs Kak, AeBuia? Kak-to HeynoOHsaK 6e3 KiIuKyxu. MeHst PxaBblid.

— A mens Bomuuia. Cnymaio! Moii iec yxe TepsieT teprieHue!

— Bommuuiia! — 3apxan Pxasbiii. — Hy, Tel qaeinn !

— He HpaBuTtcs, ymatbiBaii! — 3a0pan Mutbka.

— Copib, Bommauiia, otaail Hare Gapaximiinko, U OyaeM KBUTHL. Mbl TeOst Tporath OOJIbIIe He
Oynem.

— Yro 3HauuT Bame? Tol % oauH octasics? [pyraHna TBOero TpynoBo3ka yBesia!

— Copiimib, ThI, IIAJIaBa MEHTOBCKAS, OTJAN PbIKbe, MHAYE ClieIaeM BaM OOJIbHO!

Murtbka noonearen. OH mocMoTpen Ha BepoHuKy Tak, Kak OyaTO B MEpBHIN pa3 ee YBHUJIEL.
BepoHuka ysoBuia 3T0OT ero B3MIsA, HO caesiajia BUII, YTO HUYEro He 3aMeThIIa.

— He 3Hato0, 0 KakoM pykbe Thl MHE TOJIKYelIb! Pykbe BBl UTO JIb KaKOe-TO UCKaIn?

— Konuaii 6a3ap, kypsa! He oTaarib peikbe, CIaiuM TBOIO 3aUMKY.

— Ara! Ilyraii! [Toka BBl ero He HaILUTH, TAJUTh HUYEro He Oyaere! 30BU CBOETO MaxaHa, 5 ¢
IIECTEpPKaMH He pa3roBapuBaio!

— He xouemsb, BUgaTh, O HOHATUAM KUThH! YTO K noxalieels emie!

— MHe Bamy BOPOBCKHE 3aKOHBI, He 10 MOHATHsAM! — 3aopasia Beponuka. — [omen BoH, 6e3
naxana 6a3zapa He Oyner!

Murtbka Momuan. OH obanien ot pasroBopa BepoHuku ¢ 6aHIUTOM.

— Kak ckaxenib, Bomuunia. Cama Hanpocusiach.

— He nyraii, myranas yxe! Bee... Cryckaio co0aky. ..

MyXUK Ha CEeKyH/Ay 3amep, TIOTOM TONbITATICS BCKUHYTh PyKbe, HO MUTBhKA BBHICTPEIHI U3
MUCTOJIETA, W BHICTPEJT TIPUIIIEJICS KaK pa3 BO3JIe ero HOT, OaHIWT MOANPHITHYI U rodexas, BepoHnka
OTKpBUIA IBepb, crycTiia JloHa 1 BRIKpUKHYJIA Beien codake, — [IoH, ToHHM ero, aty, aty...

PxaBbiii mobexan erie ObicTpee, OPOCHUB Ha XOIy pyXkbe, HO OT JloHa yOexaTh ObLJIO HEBO3-
MO}HO. OrpOMHBIMU CKauKaMH OH JIOTHAJ KEPTBY U MOIIHBIM MPBIKKOM CBATMJI ¢ HOT. Jlexka Ha
3eMJie ¥ CMOTpPSI Ha OTPOMHBIE KJIBIKU BOJIKO/IaBa, PXaBbIil pelmi, 4To HACTal ero MOC/eTHHI Jac.
OH 32KMypUJICS ¥ TIOYyBCTBOBAJT Ha JIUIIE TOPSUYIO CITIOHY | TsIKeJoe AbIxaHue 1ica. Ho TyT oH yciibi-
111, IpsIMO Bo3Jie ce0sl IEBUUMIA TOJI0C:

— JloH, ¢y! Ocrapsb ero. [Tycts youpaercs.
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JIOH MOCIyIITHO, OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY, 3apajl HOTY U IIOMETHJI MECTO PS/IOM C JIEXKAIUM MOYTH
0e3 co3HaHUsI OAHIUTOM.

PaBblil TSKETIO MOAHSIICS, HO ycHes B3IJISTHYTh Ha XO3sIKy coOaku. JleBymika Oblia OYeHb
xopoina 1 oueHb Mosiofa. [lourn pedeHok. OHa ¢ BBI30BOM CMOTpeJia Ha YHHKEHHOTO €10 OaHIuTa,
Y BCEM CBOMM BUJIOM IOKa3bIBaJIa €MY, UTO OH MOXET YXOAUTh, HO €CJIU MPUJIET ElIe Pas. ..

PixaBblii BcTas U IepHYJICS K carory, Nneltasch 1octars 3atouky. Ho JIoH cienu 3a KaxapiM
ero apxenreM. OH C TUKUM PBIKOM BIETWIICS B PyKy OaHauTta, PkaBeiil B3BbUI, 2 BepoHuka yBu-
Jena, Kak U3 3aIsiCThs aJlod cTpyelt OpbI3HYyJIa KPOBb, U MOCIBIIIAICS TPOTUBHBINA TPECK CJIOMAHHOM
KOCTH. PaBblil B3IJIsSIHYIT Ha CBOIO OE3BOJILHO OOJITAIOINIYIOCS, UCTEKAIOIIYI0 KPOBBIO PYKY, U, Tepsis
CO3HaHMeE, MPOIIeNnTall, — TOYHSAK, Bomuuiia. ..

K Beponuke nmogdesxan Mutbka. OH ¢ y’KacoM CMOTpeJT Ha JIeKaBIIIero Ha TpaBe OaHuTa, Ha
€ro U3ypoA0BaHHYI0 PYKY U Ha MU3Ma3aHHYIO KPOBBIO MacThb [JoHa.

PxaBbli Obl1 €3 CO3HAHUS.

— Hecu 13 njoma OWHT ¥ 3eieHKy. Bostbilie y MeHsT Huuero HeT. A, aHaJIbI'MH TaM ellie ecTb. [a,
Y Mapy JOUIeYeK MPUXBaTH.

— Th1 uTO, COOMpaENILCs ero JeUnTh? — U3yMUICs MUTHKA.

— Her, MOXHO, KOHEYHO, OCTaBUTh BCE TaK, KaK €CTh, y HETO HAUHETCSl FAHI'PEHa, M OH YMpET
yepes HeAeo, Apyryo. MoxHO caaTh TBOMM KOJUIEraM, HO TOTJa Mbl HE Y3HA€M, KTO y HUX IJIaBHBII.
Hano ero nmoasieunts U OTIPaBUTH BOCBOSICH. A TaM yiKe IyCTh TBOU AsiibKa padoTaerT.

— Tbl MeHs1 yauBsienb! — yXo/s 3a anTeykou, mporrentan cede mog Hoc Mutbka. — KTo Thi
Takasi, Kakoe peikbe? Pookbe?! Benb ppokbe, Ha BOPOBCKOM KaproHe o3Havaer... 3oio0to! OHu Tpe-
OyioT y Hee 30510T0? BOT 310 MOBOpPOT!

INoka Beponuka obpadarbiBana PxaBomy pyKy, OH Ha CEKyHOy MpuIlen B ce0si, HO Korga
JEBYIIIKA CTajla BIPABJISITh KOCTh, OH 3aKPUYajl M CHOBA BIaJl B 3a0biThe. BepoHMKa Mo-Ie0BOMYy
HAJIO)KUJIA JIOIIEYKH U KPenKo npumoTania ux ouHtom. [Totom nmocmorpena Ha MUTBKY U cKaszasa:

— Iloka OH B OTKJIIOUKE, HAJO OBl €r0 MOAAJIbIIIE OT 3aMMKH OTHECTH.

— Byny 4 ero eme tackats! Pyxbe y Hero 3a0path Haio!

— A, B 0o0mem, Tol TipaB. [TycTh Ha 1a3ax y Hac ouyxuBaeTcs. — PazkaB emy 3yObl MaJIKOH,
Beponuka Bebinana PxkaBoMy B poT pactordeHHbIe Ta0neTKu aHabruHa. — CKOpo OYHETCs, TIOILIY B
noMm. [la, MyKu U3 NoAmnosa NpuxBaTH YyTOK, XOTb JIETIEIIEK UcrieKy. BepoHuka 3aruia B CeHu, Bbliaja
Murtbke KacTpIoJIbKy, U, 3arHaB JloHa B J1I0M, kJajia Bo3BpalleHuss MuTbk. MUTBKa BOLIEN B CEHU
C KaCTPIOJIbKOM TMOJHOM MYKH, TIOCTAaBHJI €€ Ha CTON, OTPSIXHYJICSA U cell Ha JiaBKy. OH ObUT B IIOKe.
Beponuka BbIIIsiHY/Ia Ha y/IUIly — HUKOTO. U 3aXJ10nHYyB 1BEpb, 3aABUHYJIA IEKOJIY.

IToka Beponuka nekJa jnenemku, Murteka cuzaen psjaom 1 moryail. OH aymai. Y Hero Hu4yero
HE YKJIaJpIBasioch B rosose. [loroM Bce ke mocMoTpes Ha BepoHuky u cripocuit:

— A 1po 4TO OH TaM rOBOPHJI-TO, ITPO PbIKbE KAKOE-TO?

— A g nouem 3Hat0? IIpo pyxbe, MHE TOKa3a10Ch.

— BepoHuka, Thl YEro-To HEJOTOBApUBAEIIIb, 51 3TO €lIe M0 PACCKa3y ASAAbKU MOHSLI.

— Bor y 1K1 CBOETO U CIIPOCU. A 51 HA IIPO PBUKbE, HU MPO PYKbE HAYETO HE 3HAW. YTO-
TO, BUJHO, 3aJI0JKaJl OTEL, BOT OHU M KPYTATCS BO3JIE 3aMMKU. XOTsI CTOJIbKO JieT mpouuio. Oten
MHE IIepefi CMEPTHIO CTPOr0 HACTPOI'o BeJIes yXOAUTh OTCIoAa. Vu, roBopuil, K TETKE WM B JaJIbHEE
3MMOBbE.

— A OoTKyza Tl TaKKE CJIOBa 3Haellb ? Byaro cama Ha 30He moObIBasia? — CIIPOCHII, 11Ie HE COBCEM
MOBEPUBILMI JeBylIKE MUTBKA.

— Jla ve 3Ha10 s1 HU4ero! Otell, CyTKU Nepe]] CMePTHIO Jiexkas, Openw Bee. .. BoT u Haciymanach
BCSKOTO.

— A nouemy Thl Ha3Basach Bomuunueii?
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— A k10 51 ecth? JKuBY TyT Kak onmuHOKas Bomuniia. Cama ppidady, cama 0Xo4ych, Bce cama! —
MOTOM MOMOTYaJIa HEMHOTO U, B3/IOXHYB, CKa3aJla, — MEHsI Tak Mana Ha3biBajl. B 1IyTKy, KOHEUHO.

CXBaTHB U3 MUCOYKH TOPSIUYIO JIETMEIKY, MUTbKa OOXKeT MaJIblibl, U, IEPEKUIBIBAS €€ U3 PYKH
B PYKY, AyHYJ Ha Hee.

— BkycHble! — OTKycHB Kycouek, cka3an MuTbka.

K nemy TyT e nogomen [IoH, ¥ MONOKUI TOJIOBY €My Ha KOJICHH.

— Oi1, rsiam, mpusHan Tedsi! Pa3 eny BeimpammBaeT. M 9T0 HECMOTpsI Ha TO, UTO ThI €ro oouzen!

— Yewm 3710 5 ero oduaen?

— ThI ckazai, 4yTo anaban He MOTYT OBbITh CITY)KEOHBIMU COOaKaMU. YOeInIICs Tenepb, YTO TAaKOe
TypkmeHckuii Bonkozas? M 3To Bce IpUTOM, UTO 5 €ro MOYTH HUYEMY He yumiia. Y HUX 3TO BCE B
KpoBH!

— YVoenuncsa! Kak oH ero B3s1! — u gan JIoHy menyio Jieneniky, mpeiBapuTesIbHO OCTY/IUB ee.

— Cmorpu, Kakercs, ouyxascs! — ckazana Beponuka, cMoTps B 1iesb craBHU. — Beraer. Kava-
ercsl. ..

— Emne 651!

PxaBblii, BCTau, U, MpUXkaB K )KUBOTY OOJIBHYIO PYKY, TOOpEN B CTOPOHY TalrH, Aaxke He OrJIs-
HYBIIIMCh Ha 3aMIMKY.

Beponuka nposoauna ero B3misiaoM. Han taiiroit, iyrom u pedkont crymaics Tymad. CKopo
paccaeT. JleByIllka MocMOTpea Ha jKaJHO YILIETAOIEro Jerelkd MUTbKy U cKazaja:

— I'nsam, yxe nmoutn pacceeno. Hano yxonuts otciona.

Murtpka 4yTh He mornepxHyJacs. OH TOJNOKWIT HEAOESAEHHYIO JICTIeNIKY, U, IMOCMOTPEB Ha
AEBYIIIKY, CIIPOCHJT:

— Kyna?

— B nepesHio onacHo, B Paiientp Toxe. [oiinem B nanbHee 3uMoBbe. TaMm OHU HAC HE HAWAYT.
Ecnu He xouenib UITH CO MHOU, UM K JSI/IbKE.

— A Kak Xe 3alMKa, KaK 30JI0TO?

— Yro Thl Bce 3aj1ainJ, 3071070, 30510T0! HeT TyT HuKakoro 3o050T1a.

— Mt yitnem, om mycroit Oyzet. [Tycts Uiyt TyT, uto XoTaT. [Toka PxaBslii 10 cBoero Hamap-
HUKa JOTIETETCsI, MBI yXKe JajieKo OyleM. A KOJUIETH TBOM IyCTh UMH U 3aHUMAIOTCS. JIOBAT UX TYT,
Y3HAIOT, KTO 3TOT MaxaH ux... MHe 6e3 pa3nuipl. Hagoeno B ctpaxe KuTh.

— Cuymiaid, a Tel TOBOpPHIIA, OTIA 3UMOM youu. Y modyeMy Toraa B IoM K TeOe CTaiu Jia3aTh
TOJIBKO B KOHLIE JieTa?

— A g otkyna 3Ha0? Bee, 6epy camoe HeoOxoqumoe. Jlenenkuy Toxe Ha/lo B3ATh. MHUTh, TaM
3a eyKkon Tenesxkka crout. M Topoa Ha [Jona. CoOrpaemMcst 1 yMaTbIBaeM.

Beponuka ObicTpo mokugaia B TOpObI BCE caMoe HEOOXOAUMOE, JOKYMEHTbI, HEMHOTO JE€Her
Y KOE-4TO U3 OfIeKIbl. B TesnexKy Mmonoxusia Bce UMEIUecs: B JOMe MaTPOHbI, PyXbs, TOJOIILIA K
(ukycy B OrpoMHOI Kajke U 3aaymMainack... Kak temeps 30010 U3 Kaaku 3adpath? IlapeHs ¢ Hee
r1a3 He cryckaert. [Ipuaercs TaimuTh U IBETOK. . .

MwuTbKa MocMOTpesT Ha cOOpbl AEBYIIKM — €My CTaJI0 MHTEPECHO, NOYEeMY OHa TaK CTPAHHO
CMOTpHUT Ha 11BeTOK? OH TOXe MOJIOIIeN K (PUKYCY ¥ OTPOraj ero IIIsTHLEBbIC JIUCThSI.

— Tsl 1 manbeMy coOupaelbesi ¢ coOou Opath?

— 9710 He nanbpMa! boranuk xpenoB! @ukyc 3to! Jlydilie MOMOrd MHE €ro MOIHATh U IIOCTaBUTh
B TEJICKKY.

— Hy, ¢uxkyc! Ha ¢wura TbI ero B Taiiry, B Takyio JaJjib TallyIIb?

— IMamsare 310! O Matepu moeii! OHa ero B AeHb MOETO POXJISHUS ocaaunal

— Hy, — nouecas 3aTbU1oK, mpoMbryan MuThKa, — TOrja Ja. ..

— Tax THI co MHOIA, — Bemast Ha JJoHa TopOy U NpUBS3BIBas €€ K OLIEHHHKY, crpocuia Bepo-
HUKA, — WIU B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY ?
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— Koneuno ¢ T1060it, kak 51 Te0s1 omqHy oTimyiy! ToibKo 3armcKy IspKe OCTaBIIi0, YTO CO MHOM
BCE B MOPSIIIKE.

— A e 1ol ee ocraBuib? [Ipsamo TyT, Ha cTone?

— Ny6posckoro untana? [1po ayrio, HOMHHUII?

— ITomHI0! — ynBIOHYACH JEBYIIKA.

— Hy, BoT Tam u ocrasio!

MurThKa Harucas 3aniucKy BUKTopy, orucaB Bce, 4TO CIyYMIIOCh Ha 3aUMKE. YMOTUaIT TOJIbKO
npo 3050T10. EMy Hazo 6bu10 camoMy pazoOpaTbesi B 3ToM. U elrie OH He 3HaJI, YTO 3aCTaBJIsieT ero
U/ITH B KaKyl0-TO M30YIIKY C AEBYIIKOH, C KOTOPOW MO3HAKOMUJICSI BCETO HECKOJIBKO YacoB Hazajl.
JKenanue pazoOparbcsi B 3TOM rOJIOBOJIOMKE MJTM U3-3a caMoy JieByIIKu? OH HEMHOTO TIOTyMaJl, 3arie-
YaThIBasl 3aMUCKY, ¥ PEIII, YTO, BCe-TaKH, 13-3a 30510Ta. OH T0OWIT MPUKITIOUeHus1, 000Kall pasra-
ObIBaTh BCAKHNE TaﬁHbI, C OETCTBa B3axje0 unTai ACTEKTHUBLI, U, HABEPHOEC, MIOITOMY PECIINJI TTIOUTH
YUYHUTHCA Ha MUJIMIUOHEPA.

naga 7. TPY THBIN IIEPEXO/1

— Hy, u B Kakyio cTOpoHy MBI ¢ TOOO¥ TBUHEM?

— Iloka B cTOpOHY N€pEeBHM.

— A nouemy k aepeHe? Mosket, OHU Tam?

— Jlymaio, OHM y KOrO-TO Ha y4acTKe CUJISIT, — U TIOSICHWIIA, — TYT Y KaX/I0T0 CBOM OXOTHUYUI
yuacTtok ectb. Hamm u30ymiky u 3atamnucsk. [locne youiictsa nsiau [erpa.

— A Kak y3HaTh B KaKOi CTOpOHe 3Ta u30ymika?

— He 3Haio, HO nymato, 3T0 Henasieko. Mim ke Hajo 3a jomMoM Obuto Hadmonath? EcTh TyT onHa,
HeroziasieKy. 3abpoiena oHa. Bee noymupaiy, a Hac/ieTHUKOB HeT. BOT Tam Bce OXOTHUKHM M HOUYIOT,
eciu HaxonAT. [TpoxonHas.

— A ecnu Tyga KTO-TO HOpMaJIbHBIN NpyaeT? A OHU ero. ..

— He nymato, 0XOTHMKM HapoJ, OCTOPOXHBIN, N3JaJIEKa 3aMETST, YTO MECTO 3aHSTO U OT rpexa,
MOAXOMUTh He OyayT. Tem Oosee OXoTATCS Bce ¢ cobakamu.

— Hapetoch, HaM He B Ty cTOpoHY? — ciipocul MuTbKa.

— B Ty, HO MBI TIO¥iIeM yepe3 epeBHI0, BEpHEe, MUMO JIEPEBHU, U 000iIeM ee. A Tam, yIiy-
OUMCS B TalTy U YijIeM JaJibliie.

— A ecyim y HUX cobaka. OHa 1o cliely Hac Hauzer.

— Moxer u ectb co0aka, HO Mbl TaM HECKOJIBKO pa3 Yepe3 peKy MepexoiuTh Oylem U clief
3aryTaeM. A eci ele ¥ JOKIUYEK XOPOLIUI TPOMJET. ..

— Jla, 4TO-TO MPOMO3IJIO CTAHOBUTCS, — MOEKUICS MUTBKA.

— B aBrycre y Hac o HOYaM NpPOXJaJHO U TyMaHbl rycteie. OT 3TOro M BaaxHo. Joxap Obl
HaM TOYHO HE TIOMellaJl.

— Tonbko unTy OyeT TpyaHO, — B310XHY/T MUTBKA.

— Iloka, cyTh a €10, ¥ STOT UAMOT PkaBbiil IOWAET O CBOEH HOPBI, MBI YK€ JajieKo OyaeM.
Ham Hano TonbKo AepeBHI0 MoOkIcTpee OOOTHYTh.

— A 9TO MBI B ITyTH €CTh OyaeM? — monHTepecoBaics MuTsi.

— Ioka ecTb BOJA U JIETIEIIKH, a TaM cooOpa3um. [ prOOB B Taiire MHOTO, J1a U ATOIBI XOPOIIast
nogMora. PriOy moiiMaeM, CHIIKH TTOCTABHIM.

— Tak 3TO MBI CKOJIBKO Ty/1a UATH coObupaemcs? — uctyraicss MuTbKa.

— JIHe necsTh.

— Huuero cebe! A mogbexaTh TyJa HUKAK?

— Ha yem? Ha [lone? Tam opor HeT, TaMm [JIyIb Takasi, YTO HUKTO Hac He HaineT. Orer crie-
[IMAJIbHO TaKO€ MECTO BBHIOMpPaJI, YTOOBI HU OJHA JyIIa TyAa He 100pasach.

— A Tbl 1OpOry 3Haeuib?
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— ¥V MeHs KapTa ¥ KoMIac ecTb.

— K stomy s rotoB He Obu1! — 06peueHHO nmporoBopui Mutbka. — Morka coxper!

— Ceituac niepeoieHelbCs B TNIOTHYIO KYPTKY, @ OTKPBITHIE MECTa Mbl ¢ TOOOH KUBUIEH Kell-
poBoi1 HamaxeM. Hu komapbl, HU MOIlIKa ee TepreTh He MOTyT!

— U 40, Kycath He OymyT?

— He-a. He Hoii, ToI Beqp X0Ten npukmodeHuii? Bot, momyun. Ha tapenodke ¢ romy6oii Kae-
MOYKOW !

— Tak MHe ke yepes ABe HelleNu ye3:xarb! — BAPYr BCHOMHWI MuTBKa.

— a. O6 stom Mbl He iogymanu. Hy, Torna, uam B IepeBHIO, OTIOXHH Y ASABKY MO KPBUIOM,
a nmotoM Ayl nomoil B MockBy. A g noiiny ogHa. Tel He nepexuBail, Mbl ¢ JIOHOM He IPONaAEM,
nobepemcs. [lepesrmyem, a TaM, MOKET, YK€ M TOMMAIOT TUX BOPIOT.

— ¥V meHs B aepeBHe 6aOymika xuBeT. U asgapka. D10 ero pogHoi A0M, — CKasall MapeHb U
octaHoBwiIcs. OH ayman. Camoe CTpalliHOe, YTO OH He MpUeleT K Havasly y4deObl, a 9TH CJoBa —
repe3rMyeM, EMy COBCEM HE TIOHPABUIIUCH.

— Hopory Tbl caM oTTya He Haiaenb. Komnac He otnam. Peinait, — TBepao ckazana Beponuka.

— A Kax xe g 1e04 ocraBimo? Her. Pemarocs naru ¢ To6oi. OTyucidar, gsaapKa CJI0BO 3aMOJIBUT.
Ckaxer, momnaji B repeieKy Ha 3agaHuu. $1 ke Bpoje, MpakTUKY y Hero orpadarsiBai. Bee jeto
Oaniesn, a TyT Takoe JeJIblie MOJBEPHYJIOCh, UTO He pacxJieOaen !

— Hy, toraa mesenu 6aronamu. Ham Hafo 3atanthest rae-HUOYIb KIJIOMETPOB Yepe3 MSTh OT
JepeBHU. 3HAIO 51 TaM OJJHO MECTEUKO.

— A 3THX Tam He OyzeT?

— INonoxwuck Ha MmeHs u Ha Jlona. Bee Oymet xoporo!

— Tsokenast 9Ta TBOsA Tesera, Jia 9Ta najabMa NpokJsATymias! Moxer, nmocaaum ee rae-HuoyIb
31IeCh, @ HA OOpaTHOM ITyTH 3abepem?

— 910 He nanbma! Ckonbko NoBTOPATH? PuKyc, 3aroMuu! He BbIKMBET OH. DTO 10)KHOE pac-
TEHHE.

— Pacrenue noxasnena, a MeHd HeT! — 3aHbUT MUTEHKA.

O06oiiis IepeBHI0 CTOpOHOM, BepoHuka moBesa MUTBKY B HEOOJBIIION MTPOJIECOK BO3JIE PEKU.
3areM OHM MpoIIarajyu HeCKOJIbKO METPOB BOPOJ, W BHIILIA HA OOJbINoi Jyr. TpaBa Ha jyry Obuia
BBICOKAs, UyTh HE C YEJIOBEYECKMi pocT. BepoHuka 3amermia, yto MHTS yKe C TPYAOM TSHET
TEJIeXKKY U TIOCTOSIHHO OTMaXMBAETCsl OT BCAKHUX JIeTyunx rajgoB. OHa perwia cienarh npuBadl.

— IIpusan! — ckomannoBana Beponuka. [IoH OCTaHOBWJICS, KaK BKOMAHHBIA. MuUTbKa ooser-
YEHHO B3/I0OXHYJI U YAl B TPaBY.

— Tebs ceituac BooOIIEe Bcero uckycawoT. JlaBail HaliieM B TopOax i TeOs1 KYpPTKY C Karto-
LIOHOM, TiepeoieHelIbesl. [IoToM OTIoXHEM 4YyTh-uyTh W B MMyTh. 3a JIyTOM Taira. Tam U KHUBHULLY
Havizem. PoHapp He 3a0ydb U3 KapMaHa MepesoKuTh. A TO 3acyHeM B TOpOy U TMOW/IEM Ha OIIYIIb.
B Taiire eme TemHo.

— ®oHapeM-TO TOXe He CIIMIIKOM-TO CBETUTh MOXHO, B/PYT KTO 3aMETHUT.

— Coo6paxaenib. PoHaps HaM Hy)KeH, YTOObI Ha KOMIIAC CMOTPETh M KUBUITY HANTH Ha Keape! —
yneiOHynnack Beponnka. — Ho ceifuac Ham kommac He HyxeH. S mommyTH 3Hao. Hy, Moxer, nHoraa
MPOBEPUM HaIlpaBJIeHUE, He COVITUCH JIN. . .

— Cnymaid, a Kak B Taiire MOXXHO HaripaByieHue He criyTath? Huuero Benp He BUIHO. CTOST
ceOe CTBOJIBI U OOJIbIIIE HUYETO.

— 4 ¢ perctBa K 3TOMY npuydena. C OTIOM XO/MIIA, /1A ¥ TPOITBI BCSIKUE ecTh. VX 3armoMuHaeIn
Y HUKOTJA He MepemnyTaenib. ITO HOBUYKY BCE OTHO — CTBOJIBI, CTBOJBI! JlasHO, XBATUT OONTATH,
TOILTH.

MuTbKa HEOXOTHO BCTaJl U, B35IB TEJIEXKKY 32 PYUKY, MOTaIIIcs Beien 3a JJonom u Beponukoi.
Jlyr mporuu ObICTPO ¥ BOIIUIM B BHICOKUI XBOWHBIN Jiec. Tam ObLIO MpayvHO | ellle COBCEM TEMHO.

— Bor Tyt u xuBuIB HabepeMm, — ckazana BepoHuka.
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Murtbka toctan hoHaph ¥ OTAAN IeByIKe. BepoHrka nmocBeTuia Ha HECKOIBKO OOJIBIINAX CTBO-
JIOB M Cpa3y HalllIa TOT, YTO HykHO. OHa BbITAIIMIa U3 KapMaHa HeOOJBIIYI0 OaHOUKY U HOXK, M CTajia
OCTOPOXHO COCKpeOaTh C JepeBa MOMYKHUIKYIO, BA3KYIO CMOIY.

— A OTKy[a Thl 3Haelllb, YTO MPSMO TYT, HA CAMOM KPpalo KMBHIIA €CTh?

— Tak Tyt *e nepeBHs psgom. Ciozia 3a Hell XOAT. 3a4eM MopTuTh 1iestoe aepeBo? [a BooOie
OHa BE3JIE €CTb.

— A-a, npombruan napedsb. — Hy, 1aBaii moMaxych, 3axpajiu, CHI HEeT yxe!

Beponuka u MuThka HaMa3aiu OTKPBITIE MECTa CMOJION U MPOIOJKUIIM Y Tb.

— Kycaror eme, ragpt! — croHan Muthbka.

— Iopoxau Hemuoro. Eiie XopoIio momMoraeT )uUBUIA MUXThL. DTO MPOCTO Oab3aM Ha paHsbl!
Haiinem, u ee Habepem HeMHOro. A BOOOIIEe Th CKOPO MpUBBIKHEIIb. [TpocTo He Oyzeris oOpamiarh
Ha HUX BHUMAaHHUSI.

— K 3TOMy Hesnb3s MpUBBIKHYTh! — CEpbe3HBIM TOHOM CKa3al MHTbKa M HAJI0Ir0 3aMOJIyall.
Korga comHile crayno nmpoouBaThCsi CKBO3b BBICOKHME CTBOJIBI XBOWHMKOB, OHU PACIIONIOKIIINCH Ha
otpix. Hano 6su10 HeMHoro nocrnats. Y moakpenuthest. BepoHrka gocrana U3 TeseXKy MaJeHbKHNA
TOIOPUK U Jasa MuThbke:

— Wnu, HapyOu tanHrKa. BoH CTOUT eJ1Kka, a BOH MUXTa. BHU3 eJ1b IMOJIOKNM, a CBepXY ITUXTOBbIC
BETKH, OHU HE KOJIIOTCS.

— Bce-To TBI 3Haemb! — mpodypyasl mapeHb, HO MOCIYIIHO B3SUT TONOPUK U TOIIEN PyOUTh
JIaTHUK.

Beponwuka pocrana nenemku u ¢uisry ¢ Bogou. [lonoxwuna Bce 310 Ha HEOOMbBITYIO candeTKy
U CTajia *KJaTh, KOTAa ee MOMOIIHUK 3aKOHYHUT C YCTPOWCTBOM JICKAHKH.

Mortoziple JIIOIY MOAKPENUINCh U PYXHYJIM Ha MSTKUE BETKU. JJOH MPUMOCTHJICS PSIJIOM.

Taiira mrymena. [onHsisicss HeOOMBIION BETEp, CKPUTIETN BETKU U CTBOJIBI IEPEBLEB, ITIe-TO BIa-
JIeKe Tpemlaj TeTepeB, NTULIB e0eTall, 3aHMMasICh CBOMMU TIOBCEHEBHBIMU JIeJIAMU, TalTa JKia,
HO Beponunka u MuUTbKa HUYEro 3TOr0 yKe He CIIbIIIAIA, OHU KPETKO CIaju, TOXKayi, BIepBbIe 3a
9TU [IBa HECTIOKOWHBIX U CTpAIIHBIX AHs. [JJoH Apeman psaom, HO OH Bceraa Obul HacTopoxe. [lpu
KaXJJOM IIOPOXE WJIM HEMIOHSTHOM €My 3BYKeE TeC MPUOTKPHIBAJ IJ1a3a, U BHUMATEIBHO CMOTPEJI 110
cTopoHaM. BepHblil 1iec 1 OTapIXast, BBITOTHSIT CBOIO padOTY, OH OXPaHsLT CBOIO XO35IHKY, 32 KOTOPYIO,
HU Ha CEKYH]ly HE 3a/[yMbIBasiCh, OTIJT OBl CBOIO COOAYBIO KU3Hb. . .

[Ipocnanu oHM MOYTH A0 MOTYIHS, HO OIPENENIUTh 3TO UM YIAJIO0Ch TOJIBKO I10 4acaM Ha pyKe
Murtpku. ConHIle Kya-To CKpbUIOCh M BOOOIIE OOoJbIIe He MosABIIsIoch. [loroga siBHO MeHsIach, a
UM HaJ10 OBbLJIO MIPOYTH elle HECKOIbKO KMJIOMETPOB JI0 CJIEAYIOIIEro MprBaja. Tenepb OHU pervim
craTh HOublo. OHU Oy/IyT yXke JajleKO ¥ COBEPIIEHHO He OOsTUCh, 4TO UX HaayT OaHauThl. CKopee
BCEro, Te JaBHO 00CIIeJOBAJIM JIOM M MOHSUIA, YTO BEpOHUKY yiKe U ciiefi MPOCThUL. A Tjie ee UCKATh
HUKTO U3 HUX He 3Ha. Jlaxe mwiuius. Tak Kak B cBoei 3arnucke MUTs He MOTr yKa3aTh MecTa, Kyaa
OHM HAIPABJISIOTCH. . .

Inasa 8. P2KABBIN

— ITouemy cHOBa A7 — 4y Tb JI HE TUIAKCUBBIM I'OJIOCOM CIpOCHI PikaBbiii.

— Heyxemu Thl gymaerib, 4To UATH HaJO MHE? — BHICOKOMEPHO IJIsi/isi Ha OECIIOKOMHO Tiepe-
MHHAIOIIErocsl C HOTU Ha HOTy PkaBoro, Bce BpeMs IPHXKMMAIOIIETO K cede OONBHYI0 PYKY, CKa3asl
BBICOKHMH OJIOHIMH, B TOPOTON UMITIOPTHOW KYpPTKE U TI0 BUY COBEPILIEHHO HE HAIIOMUHAIOIIHI OJ1aT-
HOTO.

— 51 no yxaca 6010Ch 3TOI COOAKH.
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— A MeH$1? — IPUIIy pUBIINCH, CIIPOCKJT €10 OJTOHIUH. — Tl 5ke 3Haelllb, 32 MHOM JeJI0 He CTaHeT,
s1 He OJIATHOM, MaJbYMKOB Y HUX MOUX HeT. S BooOime, MOXKHO cKa3aTh, noteprepmuii! Cnam teds
MeHTaM, U ITO TeOe TPO3UT?

— Ila 3Hato, — orpei3HyJicsi PsxaBeiil. — OH CTOSUT Ha Kpalo Jieca ¥ CMOTpPEJT Ha 3aUMKY.

— Toitnems Tyna. [MocmoTpuib, 4To a Kak. A motoM U s nopoiay. OHa ke MeHs 3Baja.
MozxeTt, TOroBOpUMCH.

— W uro ¢ neit nenatb? U ¢ TeM XMBIpeM, YTO TaM BSIKAJ? — TOTOM BCTIOMHIJI, KaK TOT CTPEJIsieT
Y 3aMOJTYaJl.

— Tel roBopu, KiIeBast geBaxa’?

— Kpacusas u mononas ouens. Ho 60p3as!

— A uto ¢ geBkamu genaioT? Cam He 3Haenb? [Tonons3yemcs u B pacxoa. Ham cBuzerenu He
HYKHBI !

— JKanko neBky. Pebenok mouru. [la v He 3HaeT, MOAHU, KyJa ee 0aTsi pbiKbe 3aHBIKAL.

— W 81 B 37O Bepullb? — paccMmesiics: OJIOH/IMH.

— Kro ee 3Haer?

— XanoctuBeiii kakoi! Bee, koHuait 6azap, unu. S 1eds TyT xiy.

PaBblil CIUTIOHYJT ¥ C BUZIOM OCY’KJIEHHOTO Ha Ka3Hb MOOpeN K 3auMKe. BIoHIuH 3aKkypu u,
CIPATABIIMCH 32 TOJICTBIN KEIPOBBIN CTBOJ, CTAJ K/IaTb.

PaBblil OCTOPOKHO MOAONIEN K JOMY, MY MOYeMy-TO cpa3y MMoKa3ajaoch, YTO B JOME HUKOTO
HeT. [lepHyB /1Bepb, OH MOH:I, YTO He onmOcs. C HEKOTOPOH BCe ke OMacKOM, PO BHYTPb, OH
ocMmoTperics. Bee yka3piBasio Ha TO, YTO MOKA OH IUIEJICS CO CIIOMAaHHOW PYKOH K MX M30YIIKe, JeB-
YOHKa ¢ Xxaxasem coesxana. Kpyrom Bansumick kakue-Tto Bery. CoOupanuch, BUTHO, ObICTPO. PxkaBblii
ele HeMHOT'O TOCTOSUT B KOMHATe, IJISTHYJT 3a MeUb, TOTOM BHIIIENT U3 J0Ma, U 3arJIsTHY/I B TTOATION. . .
Bce, ciuusuu! A rae ke peikbe? B3sm ¢ coOoi, mim ero BooOie TyT HUKOraa He 6110, Majo
yto 6azapusm? IIpoIuio CTOMBKO JIET, YTO OT STOTO CaMOT0 30JI0Ta YK€ HUUEro He 0CTaIoCh.

OH BblIIIIEN HA TIOJISIHY TIepel AOMOM M MaxHYJI PyKOH CBOeMy IMOfIe/IbHUKY. TOT yBHUe 3HAK
Y CTaJI TpUOJIMIKATECS K JIOMY.

— Hy, uro? Bomuuia y6esxana B jec?

— Ilouemy B nec? — ynuBmics Pxasbiil.

— la aT0 1 TaK, paccyxaan. Kyna eme Bomuuiie 6exats? Ee 30ByT BepoHukoii, a He BOTYHIICH.

— lom ocmoTpes, cBJIMIN OHM !

— Hy, nagaii emie risiHeM, Kak xuia Hama Bomuuia. [TocMoTpu Bee i ocTanoch Ha CBOUX
Mmecrax?

— la Bpozie Bce! DTux, KyCTUKOB, KaK TaM — repaHei HeT, Tak Mbl X B ITPOIUIBII pa3 elle Bce
nonepeOum. Korma B okHO Bie3aim. A korma 3T1ot 3Bepiora IITeips 3amMouni, s TOBO, Yepe3 OKHO
K€ HOTH U C/IeNaJl.

— 3HauuT, Bce Ha Mectax. [leds 1enasi, MoJOBHILIBI HE TIOJHSTHI. . .

— Bo! — 3akpuyan PxaBbii, oT cTpaxa kymrion cHecsio! JlepeBo TyT kakoe-To crosuto! Bosnbiiioe
Takoe, Onecrtsiiee. B kanke. S ero Toxe Torna nepeBepHy1, B 3eMJie TIOKOMAJICs, HO TaM HUYEro He
Harmes.

— JlepeBo, roBopHiiib, B KaJKe... — bIOHAWH 3aaymaiicsl. — A Tenepb OHO rae?

— Hy, tax Hery! Bois10, 1 Her.

— Brictpo ocmotpu aBop. Ecnu e Basisietcs1, mpuHecu. A Het, Torna st Tedst youBath, THULY,
oyny. ..

PxaBblil BbUIETEN BO JIBOP, CIIOTKHYJICS HA JIECTHHLIE, M YyTh He ynai. [IpukpeiBas O0OIbHYIO
PYKY, M3pbITasi MPOKJIATHS M MaTepsich, OH 00eKall BECh JBOP, JOOEXKa 10 peKH, 00CIe10Bal BCIO
TMOJISIHY ¥, KOHEYHO, HUYETo He Halled. . .

BepHyBIIMCh B TOM, OH CTOJIKHYJICSA C )K€CTKMM B3IJIsiIoM BiioHaMHa.

— Hy, u rae ono? Haen?
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— Her.

— A KaJylmKy Wiy ropiiok, B KOTOPOM OH poc?

— Toxe Her.

— Hy, uro x, rauza, youts 1eds uro au? M mentam caath? Yto Tam Tebe 3a qBa youiicTa
cBeTuT? Bhimka?

— Her, ByiioHouH, TOMBKO HE MEHTaM, 51 BCE CIeNalo, 3eMJII0 HOCOM PBITh Oydy, HO Bomuuiry
Haiigy!

— Ee 30ByT Beponuka! — ckazan BiioHauH, BBIIIEN U3 OMa U 3aKypHIL

P3kaBbiii IOCTOSUT B HEPEIIUTEIFHOCTH, TIOTOM BCE e BBIIIIEN Beie 32 BioHauHoM.

— Jle3b B nmoamon!

— Ha koi1? — cipocun P:xaBblii.

— Kanuctpy ¢ 6enzuHOM uiy. XO035UH TYT, MOXOXe, 3anaciuBbiid Obul. [TycTum meryxa u
JIHSIEM.

— A BIpYT pbIXbe €llie I1e-TO B Jome?

— Tot uguot? Her ero yxe 3aech. YIUIO peikbe BMecTe ¢ gepeBoM! B kanke!

P>xaBbiii 1osie3 B OO, U CTJT IAPUTh B TeMHOTe. OpyIoBaTh OAHOUM PyKOH OBLIO HEYITOOHO,
a Jpyras pyka HemagHo Oonena. Ero pasoupaina 371002 — KTO OH TakOM, 3TOT BJIOHIWH, YTO Tak
KOMaHAyeT uM? 3aMOunTh THULY, 1 B Oera. TepsATh eMy ObuIO yxke Heuero. [la u OpaTBa, y3HaB, 4ToO
OH CJIeJIaJl ¢ YYaCTKOBBIM, eMy He mpoctut. Haio BanuTh. PkaBbiid, HaKOHEI], HAIyaJl KAaHHUCTPY,
TPSIXHYJI ee — eCTbh. [ 1e-T0 ¢ yeTBepTh KaHUCTPHI. [IpoOpasics K BHIXOMY, TIOCTOSUT HEMHOTO. . .

— Hy, rae Tol Tam 3actpsin?

— la uny yxe, uny.

P>xaBbiii BeIe3, BIIOHAMH BRIPBaJT Y HETO KAHKWCTPY M HaYaJl OOMUBATh oM OeH3uHOM. [TotoM
OTKHHYJT ITyCTYI0 KAHUCTPY B CTOPOHY, YMPKHYJT 3KUTATKON 1 OTOIIIE.

Oronb Becesio Modekas Mo MepuMeTpy JI0Ma, TIOJIHUMASACh BCe BHIIIIE U BBIIIE, ITOKA S3BIKU
TJIAMEHH TIOJTHOCTHIO HE TIOTJIOTUJIH €T0.

— Yro TH Ha MeHSI TaK CMOTPHIIL? — CIPOCHT BJIOH/INH, YIIOBUB TIOJHBIA HEHABUCTH B3IJISI]T
PxaBoro. — [laxe He qymaii! Tol Ha KOro GATOH KPOIIUIIE?

— Jla 51 4TO, 1 HUYEro, — ONMYCTUB IJ1a3a, MPOMSIMINI PxaBbiid.

Hudero, 51 ¢ TOOO ellle TOKBUTAOCh, CTyYall TIOIBEPHETCS, 32 BCE OTBETHUIIIb, MOAyMall Pxa-
BBII.

— Bce, Basium otcrofa! — KpukHy1 bionauH.

Tpeck u Ty noxapa ObUI CIBIIICH JJakKe Ha Kpalo Tairu. PxkaBelii 0OepHYyJIcs, IOCMOTpENT Ha
TOPSAIIHIA JIOM ¥ B3APOrHYJI. EMy rouemy-To cTaio kajib 1 yOUTOTrO UM JIECHUKA, ¥ €T0 MOJIOJIEHBKYIO
no4b. PkaBbiii He ObLT 0COOEHHO CEHTUMEHTAIBHBIM — OH HUKOT/Ia He TIPOINAT MPUIMHEHHOTO eMy
3714, HO ¥ 0 1oOpe He 3a0biBat. OH ObUT yBEpPEH B TOM, UTO €CJTU Obl IEBYIIIKA HE OKa3aJia eMy TIOMOIITb,
1 OH OBl BEpHYJICS B M30YIIKY CO CJIOMAaHHOM, MOUTH OonTaromieicst pykoi, BIOHANH ¢ HUM He cTam
OBl LIEPEMOHUTHCS — TYCTUIT ObI B pacxoj. U erne oH 3Hau, 4to ecim BrioHawH Haiiner Bomuauity, oH
MOCTYIHT C HeHl Tak, Kak roBoprl. VImu 1 Toro xyxe. ..

[Tnetsick 3a BioHaAMHOM TIO Taiire, OH MOAYMaJI, XOTh ObI JIEBYOHKA CIIMHSJIA TIOJAJIbIIIE U 3aHbI-
KaJiach MOJTyyIlle, YTOObI € HUKTO HUKOT/IA He HaIlel. ..

B nepeBHe 3amerwm noxap. M cpady cMEKHYJIM, 4TO TOpUT HE Taiira, a CTapoe JIECHU4Ye-
cTBO. CpOYHO BBI3BAJIM MOXKAPHBIX M MIJIMIHIO. [IaBHO 110 iepeBHE OPOAMIIM CIIyXH, YTO OObSBUIIUCDH
Kakue-To Oersible, KOTOphIe YacTo HaBeIbIBTUCH K BepoHuke Ha 3anMKy. KTo-T0 G0onTany, v nomwio-
noexajo. [leBKka OHa OMHOKas, JagHas1. Bce 6osuich, Kak Obl 4ero ¢ Hell He CIIy4YMsIOCh, HO HaBe-
CTUTbh CUPOTY, WM YEM-TO €l IOMOYb HE pelaivch. Bee npuaepkuBalIuch MHEHUSI — CUJU THXO,
HE MOy YMIIb Jiuxa!
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Mwunnums npuexasna nepoi. [loxkapka noutu cneiom 3a Heil. Benp ecny noxap nepekuHercst
Ha Tairy, 6eJja KOCHETCs BCEeX. YYaCTKOBBIN MOJOIIEN K yXKe PyXHYBIIEMY, JOrOpaioleMy oMy |
JIOJITO, TIOYTH 3aBOPOKEHO CMOTPEJ Ha IIaMs. DTOro oH He oxkuaain Hukak. ['ne sxe Mureka? Yro ¢
Beponukoii? U ectecTBeHHO MBICIH padOTAIM TOIBKO B OHY CTOPOHY — XOTb Obl MUTBKA ObLIT JKHB, a
YTO TaM C JIEBHILIEH, Y KOTOPOM, 110 €ro MHEHHIO, PhLIbIie ObUIO B MYIIIKY, KOTOpasi YTO-TO SIBHO 3HAJIA,
HO He XOTeJa cKazaTbh, eMy ObUIO Bee paBHO. Hy, *kab, KOHEUHO, IeBKY, HO MUTbKa-TO TUIEMSTHHUK,
ponHasi KpOBb. ..

— Hy, uto Tam, Kak aymaenib? — MO0 K OHOMY U3 MOXKapHBIX, cripocui Bukrop.

— A orkyna s 3Hao? Tenepb TOJbKO KPUMUHAIUCTBI ONPEAENIAT, €CTh TaM Tejla Win HeT. Ye
K MHE B OTOHb JIE3Th WJIM TOJIOBEIIKH pa3OpachiBaTh? 3alMuid, U TO Xopomo. M 4to Ha Tairy He
MEPEKUHYJIOCh TOKE y/aya — BUIlb, BETEp KaKoy pasbirpaics?

— Buxy, — B3710XHYJ1 BUKTOp M BIPYr BCIOMHMII, O YEM JIOrOBapUBaJICs ¢ IUIEMIHHUKOM. OH
BeJIeNl KpUMUHAJIMCTaM, KaK CJIeAyeT 00C/IeoBaTh MECTHOCTD, IaXe YUUTHIBAs, YTO MOKAPHBIE 3aTOI-
TaJIM TIOUTH Bce cieabl. Ho KaHMCTpy BCe ke HalLIM, U3PSAHO OOrOpEBIyI0, HO C OHOM CTOPOHBI
KpacKa TOJIbKO HEMHOT'O MOTpecKalach. 3HAYUT, MOKHO Y MAJILYUKU HAWUTH.

BukTop oTormien kK mpoJsiecKy, 3aTeM TUXOHBKO, MOJOLIEN K peKe, OISIHYJICS, HE BUIMT JIU KTO,
Y HarHyJicsi K OOJBIIIOMY, JIeKallleMy HalloJIOBUHY B Bojie JiepeBy. Tam Obl1o MajieHbkoe qyruio. OH
MIPOCYHYI Tyla PyKy H... mobnaromapui ['ocrioga, K KOTopomy, Kak sipblil KOMMYHHCT, 0Opaniascs
WCKJIIOYUTEIIBHO PEAKO. BHITallMB ManieHbKUM, CBEPHYTHIN B TPYOOUKY JIMCTOUEK OyMaru, OH CHOBa
OIJIsIAETICS Y TIOJIOKWII ITUCHMO B KapMaH.

Korna on BepHysics, moxkapka yxe yexasa. Bosie ApIMsAImuXcs rosoBetiek TOMIUINACh ero KO-
JIETHU.

— Burs, — ckazan oquH U3 KpUMHHAIUCTOB. — [lambunku BTOporo B Kaproreke Haiien. OcBo-
6omuiics B mpouutoM roxy. He 6erbiid. Kimuka PkaBblid. A B 1OAose, YbUX MaJIblieB TOJBKO HET. ..
Hy, X03s€B 10Ma eCTeCTBEHHO IOJIHO, HO €CTh €Ille OIHM — HAIero YYaCcTKOBOTO. XOPOIIHA ObLT
myxkuk. Ho... [Ipyx06a-To y HUX ¢ JlecCHUKOM AaBHsis Obuta. Korga BepoHuKWH manarma cuaesn, Ham
[T€rp Tam Bepryxaem Obul. Tak 4TO, APYKOAHBI OHU €IIle C TeX BpeMeH. A KOe-KTO YAMBIISIC. ..

— A Kro yOus, Tak u HeusBecTHO? BoibHO MOXOXe YOMBaIM APYraHoB! — 3aJyMUMBO CKa3all
HOBBIM YYaCTKOBBIH.

— Ioka emie He TouHO, HO Tofo3peBaio Pxasoro u Teips. Ho ecth kTO-TO eie. Tu aBa Ha
MOKpPYXy ObI He monuti. KTo-To HagoyMus uim 3acTaBuJl.

— JlagHo, moexanu. TyT yxke Ham Jie1aTh Heuero. A BOT TOrO aBTOPUTETA, KOTOPbIA BCEMU STUMU
Je/laMu 3anpaBJisieT, HaM HaJo Obl TOOBICTPee BBIYUCIUTD.

— Omsare rmyxaps! Tonmbko BOT 32 yOMHCTBO yYacTKOBOTO € HAC OTAEIBHO CIIPOCAT, a 3TO JeJI0
OJJHOM BEPEBOYKOW CO BCEM ITUM CBSI3aHO.

BuxTop cen B MammHy ¥ 1oka OblT OAMH OBICTPO JOCTAJT 3AIUCKY W IPOYMTAL:

«... [lsaas Burs, Hac BBIHYIQWIM YUTH. YIIUTM B Talry, JOPOTU HE 3HAI0, KOTJa BEPHYCh TOXKE,
HO C HAMH BCe XOpomlo... [lopora ganbHss, UIEM B KaKylo-TO M30YILIKY, TaK YTO CBS3b TEPSIETCS.
Ecnu He BepHych 10 BecHBI, He BolHyMcsA. Y He uinure Hac, BepoHuka roBoput, 4To Mecra Tam
HETPOXOIUMbIE M HAC TaM HUKTO He Haijer. Hu GaHIuThl, HU MUAJUITHSAL. . . »

BukTop ckomKas MucbMo, M CIUTIOHYJI B (POPTOYKY MAIlMHBI:

— Bor aypauok! Kyna nonecno? Yro s tenepb ero pogurtessiMm ckaxy? VYimen B Tallry Ha
3uMOoBKY? [la u s Toxe xopori! Mosogoro napHsi IpsiMo B IIEKJIO 3aCyHYII. . .

I'maBa 9. HOUWJIEI' C YIOBCTBAMMU

Beponrka 1 MuTbka mipornnm 0e3 OTabIXa MOYTH [ejblid JieHb. [JIoH, oOBelmaHHbIi TopOaMHu,
111eJT BIIepe/Id U BBIMCKUBAJ TPOIKH, YTOOBI ObLIO Jierde MporTH. Tpomnok, COOCTBEHHO, HUKAKUX U
He ObuT0. [TpocTO OH OOXOIMIT MecTa C 3aBaJIaMM CTaphIX, yXKe OTKUBIINX AepPeBbeB. MoJIO/IbIE JIIOAN
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ObLIM €My 3a TO OYeHb OnarofapHbl, CUIIBI UX ObUIM yXke Ha ucxoze. Ha BceM cBoeM IMyTH OHM He
BCTPETHJIM HU OJTHOTO YeJIOBeKa — HM TPUOHUKA, HU TOJHKKA, TAK KaK 3TU MecTa ObUTH yKe JaJIeKO
OT JlepeBeHb U mnoceakoB. OHU 1M K HEOOJBIIOMY TaekKHOMY O3epy, ITle XOTeJI YCTPOUThCS Ha
HOYJIET, TIOMBITHCS ¥ TOTIOTHUTD 3amac BOAbL. Jlabliie myTh UM MPEICTOSI eltle Oojiee TPYAHBIN, Tak
KaK B TeX MecTax ObLIO MHOTO OOJIOT, a ellle Aajbllie UX XIaJi HeOONIbINe TPearopbs U OBpar,
KOTOpBIE UM HaJi0 ObUIO mpeooseTs. [l oHu yxe Tpu AHs, BepoHrka uHOTIa CMOTpesa KapTy u
CBepsJIa IyTh KOMIIACOM.

— 4l ycTan TarmmTh 3Ty MPOKJIATYIO TEJIEKKY, MOKET, BCe-TAKM OCTABUM TBOM (PUKYC rie-HUOYIb
Ha COJTHEYHOM MOJIsSIHKe! — BOCKJIMKHY/T MUTBKa U cel.

BepoHnuka Toxe mpucesa Ha CTBOJI CTApOro jiepeBa, BhITEpIIa MoT o J10a U ¢ MPOHKEH CKa3aa:

— Tornma BRIKUABIBAN PY&bs U IATPOHBI, & MAMKHUH (PUKYC 51 BHIOPACHIBATh HE MO3BOJIO.

— W ut0 TH Tak K HeMy TpuBs3ajgachk? Majo 1 (pUKyCOB, KOTOpPBIE Ca)kali HAIIU MaTepu U
OTIIBI.

—V 1ebs MaTh kuBa? — TUXO Cripocuiia BepoHuka.

— JKuBa, xoneuHo. U orer.

— A s cupora! — B I71a3ax y JEeBYIIKM MOKA3aJIKUCh CJIE3bl, OHA OTBEPHYJIACh OT MUTBKU U TTPO-
niernTajga, — a 3T0, BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT MOUX poauTesed. M ecnu THl ycran ero TaluThb, 3HAYMT,
ero notanty s!

— Jla nagHO, He TUIaub, BepoHuk, gotaity s ero. Pa3 on Tebe Tak mopor.

— OH jopor MHe Kak cama xu3Hb! [la u TeOe Terneph Toxke. ..

— He nonsn? — o3agaueHHO B3MISIHYB Ha JIEBYIIKY, CIPOCKHII TApeHb. — A -TO TYT npuyem?

— ThI morien co MHOM. A, 3HAYMT, CBA3AJI CBOIO CYbOY C MOEM, BOT U BCe OOBSICHEHHE.

— DTO THl HA YTO ceidvyac HaMeKaellb? — ucmyrajics Mureka. — $1 Tenepp, 4To JKEHUTHCS Ha
TeOe JOoKeH?

— Hy, u nypak *e Tbl, KaK sl IOCMOTPIO! — IpyCTHO YJIbIOHY ach BepoHuka.

— Yto0 3710 Ccpasy aypak? — oduesncs mapeHs. — [IpocTo Thl TaKWe CTpaHHBIE BEIM TOBOPHIITH!

— U1 muvero crpanHoro. banmutel Bugen Hac o6oux. M Uiyt Ternephb HAaC ABOUMX, a HE TOJIBKO
MeHs !

— A-a. Tel 00 3TOM! — YCTIOKOMBIIKCH, B3IOXHYJI MUTBKA. — A 3a4eM UM BOOOIIE HAC UCKATh?
Heyxenu oHM Bce elie Hajiel0TCsl HATU Kakoe-To TaM 30i0to? Eciu oHO ocranock B ioMe — Bce
nipocto! Pa3oOpanm n30y Ha JIOMEYKU U HAILTH. Mbl MM COBEPILICHHO He HYKHbI!

— Mui Buiesm ux. M 3HaeM, 4to 310 OHM yOMJIM MOEro oTIiia 1 yyactkoBoro. [lsmo [Tetpa.

— Otkyna y Te0si Takue BHIBOIbI?

— He 3nar0. Ho, nymaro, OHM Tak CUMTAIOT.

— XOopol110, a €CJIM He CUUTAIOT TaK, HAWAYT CBOE «PbIKbe» U CMOTAIOTCs. Vi Mo# Asiibka ux
norimaet. M um OyzieT yke He 10 Hac.

— He naiigyr.

— [Nouemy? OHO ke, Kak OHU CUUTAIOT, CIIPSATAHO TIe-TO B IOME, Ha 3alMKe.

— Onu ommbarotces. JIaqHo, XBaTUT pacCUKUBAThCA, TIOPA ABUTATh JaJIbIle. A TO MBI He 100e-
pemMcs K Houu 10 o3epa. Y mpuaercs HoueBaTh 3/1eCh, B ITOM HEYIOTHOM BBICOKOM Jiecy. Celiyac mpoii-
JIEM ellie HEMHOTO T10 MPSIMOi, a ToToM OyzieM caBurarhes Ha FOro-3amaa. Yepes Tpu yaca JOKHBI
MIPUMTH K MECTY Halleld HOYEBKHU.

— A ut0 MBI OyeM cerofHs ecth? Hamoenu rpuOsl, Jienenku-T1o Tel Bce JJOHy CKapMJIMBAeTIlb.

— Tam sirox mHOTO. Y 600TIa. KTIOKBa, /1a ¥ YepHUKa ellle MoTaiaeTcs. 3Haelllb, a MHOT/IA Ha
MIPUrOPKAx WJIM B BBICOKOW TPaBE MOKHO U 3€MJISIHUKY HalTH! — cka3ayia napHio BepoHuka u kak-
TO COBCEM IO-AETCKU YJIBIOHYIACh.

— A 4ro-HuOyIs ocepbe3Her? — cripocusl MUTS U, KOHEUHO ke, 3aMEeTHIT 3Ty ee Yabioky. OH
MOYEMY-TO HU pa3y He CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, Kak Ha JeByIKy. CTpaHHO. A OHa Bellb OUeHb KpacHuBasi. ..
U HexHas, Kak LIBETOK!
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— Hy, s nymana, uTo B Hameii koMaHje MykuiHa Thl. [TofcTpenuins 4To-HuOyIb Ha YKUH. Yke
MOXHO ¥ KOCTep pa3Kurarh, U mmyMeTb. Hac 371ech HUKTO He YCIIBIIINUT.

Arta ee ppaza cpazy ke ocryauia Mutbky. MOMEHT odapoBaHHs IpoIIIe, OyITo ero 1 He ObLIO.
Ceitvac oHa eMy TIOKa3aJiach CJIMIIKOM Y B3pOCJION U IeJIoBoi. Bpojie cepxkaHTa Ji1s HOBOOpAHIIEB.

Moronpie oy MOAHSUTUCH, JIoH, JiexkaBImii Bo3jie Horu BepoHUKH, Toke MOAHSIICSA, U TIoOpet
Briepeny. OHM yCTasli, XOTEJIM €CTh, M KaK Cle/lyeT OTIOXHYTb. BepoHMKa 3Hasia, YTO UX CEroiHs
KJET HOUeBKa ¢ yI0OCTBaMHU, a He MOJ] OTKPHITHIM HEOOM, KaK JIBE MPEeAbIAYyIIe HOUH.

Becb ocraBumiics nyte, MuThka gymain Hajl ciioBamu BepoHuku. OH BClIOMUHAJ BCE CKa3aH-
HBIE €l0 CTPaHHBIE BEIY, 0COOEHHO PO 30510T0. OHU OMMOAIOTCS, YTO 30J10TO B oMe! D10 Oblia ee
nocnenHsas (ppaza. 3HaUMT, OHA 3HAJIA PO 30JI0TO ¢ camoro Havasna? Hy, Bo BcskoM citydae, mocre
TOTO, KaK K Heil 3ane3mu 6anautsl. [lonyyaercs, oHa 3HaeT, rae oHo? Ho MOTUUT 1 He TOBOPUT J1ake
eMy. OH HEMHOTO eIle MOyMaJl, ¥ PEelIrI, YTO caM Obl TOKe He CKa3asl O 30J10Te KaKOMY-TO MOCTO-
POHHEMY YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPOTo 3HaeT MeHblle Heaenu. Tem Gosee, 9To STOT YeTOBEeK ObUT MOA0CIAH
K Hell YYaCTKOBBIM MUJIMITMOHEPOM, [ ellle SBISIETCS eMy IUIEMSIHHUKOM. .. DTO BCE MOXKET TMOKa-
3aTbes ed Oosee uem cTpaHHbIM. 1 BepoHuKa BIIOJTHE MOXET PelInTh, YTO OH ObLT IPUCTABJIEH K HEl
He [Tl OXPaHBbl, a IS BRIy )KUBaHUS HY)HOU nHpopmaru. Kopode, oHa yBepeHa, 4To OH IITHOH!

OTH TpU yaca Jaiuch UM Tsikeno. OHU yKe ¢ TPYJOM NepecTaBIsid HOTU. JIOH TsKeso Apliiall,
HO BCE K€ IIeJT BIepear BCeX, M BCe BpeMsl IPUHIOXUBAJICSA, KaKk OyATO YyBCTBOBAJI 3alax SKMJIbsI U
BKYCHOH €[Ibl.

— Hy, xorna e mbl goitiem? — CTOHaI M3My4YeHHbId MuThbKa. — DTa najabMa OTTsHYJIa MHE BCE
PYKH, a HOTH YK€ COBCEM HE UJIYT.

— Crkopo yxe. 5 Toxe yxe eine mierych. Bon — mocmorpu Ha [IoHa, OH yke 4yBCTBYET MECTO
HOuJIera.

— C 4ero 310 ThI B3sy1a? — BLIMYyYEHHO YJIBIOHYBIIUCH, CIIPOCHIT MUTBKA.

— OH uyBCTBYeT LI€JIb HAILETO MyTH.

— To, x koTopomy Ml 1 ? N36y1IKY?

— Her. MBI ¢ oT1iOM 371€Ch B [TO3aIPOLUIOM IO/1y OCTAHABJIMBAINCH. TaM BBICTPOEH KpPENKUi
1ajamnt.

— MManam? A a-To gymai. ..

— Iy HaC ¥ anianl cefvac yTo-To Bpoze AoMa. Tem Oosee, TaM ecTh Bce HeOOXOIUMOE.

— Yro THI MMeelb B BULY? — ynuBuica MUTbKa.

— IIpupems, cam yBuauib. BoH, yke BUKY, OAXOAM.

JIOH 3aBUJISIT XBOCTOM M KyAa-TO TIOHECCH.

A MuTtbKa, Kak HA BCMaTpUBaJICS B TO MECTO, BO3JIe KOTOPOIO BECEJIO KPYTWIICS IEC, Tak
HUYEro U He yBuzen. Enku, KycThl, Ky4a MoBaJIeHHBIX jepeBbeB U Bce! UyTh nogasbliie OH yBUIE
HeOosbInoe o3epiio. OHO CBEpPKAJIO B JIydax BeuepHEro COMHIIA M MaHUIIO K ceOe. XOTeJI0Ch CKUHYTh
c ce0OsI 3Ty MPOBOHSIBIIIYIO IOTOM M IHIMOM OJIEK/1Y, U OKYHYThCS B IPO3PAYHBIE M OUMITIAIOIINE BOIBI
o3epa. IloH yxke CTOosi1 Ha Kpaio U jakai Boay. [ToTom MoaHsu1 rojioBy, MOCMOTPEN Ha XO3SIMKY U
PaIOCTHO raBKHYIL.

— Bcee! Ipunumu! — ckazana BepoHuka 1 CKUHYJA C IUIEY TSKETbIN PIOK3aK.

MwuTbKa CTOSUT Kak 3aBOPOXEHHBIN. BOKpyT ObLIO MOTpsicalolie KpachuBo, OH He 3amMevalt Kpa-
COTBI MECTHOCTH, 110 KOTOPO¥ OHM IIUIH, a TeTlephb BAPYT oOpatui Ha 310 BHUMaHue! CKopee Bcero,
3TO OT MpEIBKYLIEHUsI OTAbIXa U eApl. OH mocraBui TesexKy U nopomwen K Jony. oH npuxan K
HEMY IoJIOBY U JJOBEPUYMBO MIOCMOTPEN €My B IJ1a3a.

— A oH Te6s nomoou. U yxe noBepsiet Tede! — mocMOTpeB Ha HeKHOCTH JIoHA, ¢ HEKOTOPO#
PEBHOCTBIO B rojioce mporosopusia Beponuka.

— A TbI? — IOBEPHYBILUCH K JEBYIIKE, CIPOCUI MUTBKA.

—As... d... emme He 3HaW! — pactepsuiach Beponuka. Hy, B cMbIciie BTOporo, KOHEUHO!
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MwuTbKa Becesio pacXOXOTaJICsl M JIACKOBO MOraauia codaky. [Totom oH HarHyncst K Bome |
YMBLJICS] YACTOW TIPOXJIQJHOU BOJOM.

— Wau ciona, HeroBepunBas Haia, yMomcs!

— MHe TyT nomolip Hy’KHa, UM CIOJa, a TOTOM U YMOEMCsl, ¥ Jake UCKyIaeMcsl.

[Napens nmopomen k BepoHuke 1 yBuaen Kakor-To 3aBajl, BMECTO IIajalia.

—DTO THI Ha3BIBACID IAAIOM CO BCEMH YIOOCTBAMHU? — C CAPKA3MOM CITPOCHII OH.

— Ilpunercst HEMHOTO TIOCTapaThCsi, YTOOBI HABECTH TYT MOPsAAOK! B TakoMm ke ToHe oTBeTmIIa
AEBYIIKA. — DTO MbI ¢ 0aTeil CrienUaIbHO TaK CIeNa, YTOOBI He MPUBJIEKAaTh BHUMAHHUS.

— ThI % roBOpHIIIb, YTO 3/1€Ch HUKTO HE XOAUT HUKOTAA!

— Hy, mano mu! Bapyr 6pakonbepbl 3a06peayT. XoTs, ceiliyac Hapo MOIIeN MEIKUIA 1 JKaTHbIM.
Jlanieko He XOAsIT, HACTPEJISAIOT UM BOJIU3M C KWIbEM, M B AEPEBHIO, XBACTATHCS U BOIKY THTH!
KamHocTh K yOmMiicTBY 3TO cTpariHo! S MoHMMalo OXOTY TOJNBKO Tak — XOYellb €CTh, A00yIb cede
eny. Kak B mpupone. A yOuBath KUBHOCTh pajy 3a0aBbl 1 0AXBAJIbCTBA TO CTpalIHbi rpex. OHU
Xyxke 3Bepeit! A BoOOIIe-TO OHU He TYT OXOTATCS, UYyTh B CTOPOHY JIydIlle, TAM U TIPOXOAUTD Jierye,
Y MOAbeXaTh HA MaIIMHAX MOXHO.

— A 310 Hanexo orcoaa?

— Kunomerpos 70-100, — 1 nokazasna Tyaa pyKoi.

— Torpa 3aueM ke BBl 3TO AeNaIU C OTHOM? — pa3dupast 3aBaJibl U3 CTAPHIX OPEBEH M CYXHX
BETOK, CIpOCcKI MHUTBKaA.

— Ha Beskwmii cryyaii. Yium eme Hepaneko. bepexenoro Bor 6epesxer!

— Oi1, 3mest! — 3akpuyas MUTbKa U OTCKOYUJI B CTOPOHY.

— W gt0 TH TaK Opems? — 3acMestiack Beponnka. — OHa ceifdac yromnser. A BooOIIIe ecTb Takoe
3aKJIMHAHKE — €CJIM BUJIUIIb 3MEI0, HA/I0 MPOTSIHYTh PYKY, BOT TaK — OHA BBITSIHYJIA PYKY U BBICTAaBHJIA
BIIEpe/] JIaJloHb, U cKa3aTh — O3u, 030a, o3ua! M oHa TyT ke yromnser.

— U 4t0, nomoraer? — ¢ IHTEPECOM CIPOCHJI TAPEHb.

— A xak xe! Buguiib, ee yxe HeT!

— A ecnu He yBUIUIIb?

— MoxeT 1 nanHyTh!

— A BApPYT TaM ellie UX MOJTHO? — UCITyTaHHO IIS/IsI Ha [Iajall, cripocui MUThKa.

— Ceituac Bce pacnonsyrcs, J1axe eciu u ecTb. JJoH, mpoBeps!

— W TBI BOT Tak MpOCTO 3aCTaBJIsellb TIOOUMYIO COOAKY JIe3Th B T IIOIIHUK ?

— 310 )e TypkMeHCKHI BOJIKOIAB, BHIPOCIINIA Ha Bojie! OH yKe UX CTOJBKO YOWII... U Chell.
JymMaelb, 9To OH TakuM OozpsiukoM uzet? Ha opHux sienenikax 9ro jm?

— Tol myTumb! — ¢ y’xacom BOCKJIMKHYJI MUTBKa.

— Koneuno, nryuy, rmpo To, 4To OH UX €J1 1o Jopore. A BooOIe OH CBOOOAHO OepeT 3Mel0 U
pe3KuM JABMKeHUEeM JiomaeT el xpedeT. Bot u Bce! ITopona takas!

B 310 Bpems JIoH BhIIIeT U3 MOYTH OCBOOOK/ICHHOTO IAJallia ¢ OrPOMHON YepHOH TaIIoKOM
B macTu. 3mes Oblla MepTBa.

— ThI Kak xouerb, a 51 TaM HOYeBaTh He Oymy! — 3aHblT MHTBKA.

— Hy, Toraa criu Ha ynuie, a Mbl C MOUM MaJIbdYMKOM Ceiuac CBEeXKYIO MOACTUIIKY TOJIOKUM, U
nsxkeM B Teruie. [IpaBna, Mot Mmaibumk ?

Jon Gpocui 3Mero, nopoiesn K BepoHrke v mpukaiicst K Hell IIMPOKOW CITUHOM.

— Mononen, [ou! Brnaronapio 3a ciyx0y! — romocom koMmanaupa nporopopmia Beponnka. — 1
HECKOJIbKO pa3 MoMIauia 1ica 1o MmyImucToi 0esoit mepct. — Hazieroch, TaM O6omblie HeT HUKaKOM
KUBHOCTH?

JIOH NOZIHSJT TONOBY U TPOMKO raBkHYJ. M1 MuTbhKe nokasasnoch, 4to nec ckasani ei: — «Ciyxy
Cogerckomy Coro3y!»

I'naBa 10. HOYb
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PacuncTuB 1iomiaaky nepe; majiamom, MOJIOJbIE JTIOAM HATACKAJIM IPOB U PA30XKIJIUA KOCTEp.
[Moropma crosuia sicHasi, XOTh ¥ HEMHOTO BETpeHasl, HO 3TO MOKa3ajJoch BepoHuKe aaxe Ha pyKy.
MoxHo MOCTHUPATh OACKAY U 3a HOYb BLICYHIUTD. Tlocie TOIr0, Kak OHU Hapy6I/UII/I JIaITHUKA U cle-
JIaJ B LIaJIallle MATKUM U TOJICTBIN HacTWI, BepoHuka permia uckynarbes, 1a 1 MUTbKa yke 1aBHO
MeuTa 00 3tom. [TouyBcTBOBaTH CeOst YMCTHIM M CBEKHMM, ITOCTIE TPEXTHEBHOI'O TACKAHMSI T10 Takre,
Ka3aJIoch eMy MpocTo OnaxkeHCTBOM. Haiins B TopOax omexmy /s ceOs u i Mutu, BepoHuka
NPeUIoKUIIA €My CKYTaThCs IepBbIM. MUTBKA COTIACKHJICS, HO HEMHOTO II00auBAJICS — BCE-TaKH HEe
3HAJI KaKO€ TaM JHO, 1a U BU YBUJCHHBIX UM I10JI3AI0IIUX I'alOB €Ir0 OYCHb HalpsAral. TOI‘IIEI Bepo-
HUKa MpeJIoKUIA UATH KynaThest BMecTe. [lapeHpb gaxe MoK pacHel.

— Yro 3710 THI, KaK KpacHa JeBuriia 3apaesics? [To-MoeMy cTecHSITbCs Hafio ObLIO Obl MHE?

— Hy, BOT, COOCTBEHHO, TIO3TOMY. .. — IPOMSIMJIHIT OH.
— 51 He cobupatock Kynarbest HarumoM. He Hanefics!
— A Kak xe?

— Tol MOXeIIIb KynaThCsl, KaK XO4elllb. MeHs 9TUM He cMyTHIIIb. TeM OoJiee cMOTpeTb s Ha Te0st
He coOupaiock. im BOH Tyda — M MOKa3ajia HEBBICOKHMI psili KYCTOB BIOJIb Oepera. Tam Xoporuii
3axof. A 51 BO-OH TaM UCKYMaiochk. M mepekrHyB yepes IIevo JIErkoe MOJ0TeHIIe, Molia K BOJIE.

— Bor paer, neuna! — npoOypuan cede mog Hoc Mutska. — He cMmyTHIib ee, BUAMIID JI, MOUM
rojibiM BUJIoM. .. Cama-To OT ropiika JjBa Beplika, a Bce Tyjaa xe!

Murts mieckasicsi B 03epe, IUIaBaj, HbIpsUl, © HUKaK He MOT BBUIE3TH M3 BOIBL. YK€ HAYAJIO
CMEpPKAaThCsl, HAJI0 ObLJIO CKOpee OfIeBAaThCsl, MHAUE, KaK TOJIBKO BHIM/EIIL Cpa3y HAJETAT MOMYMIIA
rayca. OH TaiilkoM 00epHYJICS M B3IJISTHYJI HA TO MECTO, T/Ie TOJIBKO UTO Kynajiach Beponuka. JleByIiku
OH He yBH[eJ. BbiJIo 0OueHb THXO0, U OH UCITyTajCsl.

— Beponuka! Tei rae? JloH, ko Mue!

— Yro pazopascs-To? — BBIXOIs U3-32 KYCTOB, YK€ OfeTasi B IJIOTHBIC TIOJIOTHSIHBIE IITAHBI U
TaKyIo ke KypTKY, CIIOKOMHO CIpocHiia JeBymiKa. [JoH co MHOM, a Thl JaBai, BBINION3all ObICTpee.
CKopo COBCEM CTEMHEET, a HaM ellle Kallly CBapuTh HaJO.

— Ara, — TTIOKpacHeB, CKa3ajl MHUTS, BBIXOKY YiKe.

OpneBast Ha ceOsl MOYTH TaKMe e IITaHbl U KypPTKY, OH MOAyMaJl, Kakas Kamia? M3 toropa 4to
m?

INonoias k manamnty, OH C YIUBJICHHUEM YBHUIEN, YTO UX OAEXKIa YKe MOCTHpaHa U COXHET Ha
cyubsix nepeBbeB. Korma ona ycriena? — mogymai oH. M BApyr mouyBCTBOBaJ BOCXUTUTEIIBHBIN 3arax
IpeyKku ¢ TymeHkoun! $1 crumo — permt oH, OTKYy/a OHA B3sIa TPEUKY U TYIIEHKY? DTO, HAaBEPHOE,
raJUTIOIMHALIMK OTOJIOZIABINETO TypHCTa!

Ho Beponuka 1e10BUTO NOMeIMBasia ryctoe BapeBo U, 10CTaB U3 KapMaHa KaKkylo-TO MaJIeHb-
KyI0 0aHOYKY, OTKpbUIa KPBIIIKY U TIOCOJIHJIA TIOXJIEOKY.

— Otkyna takoe 6orarctBo? Thl B3si1a ¢ cOOO CKaTepTh caMOOpPaHKY M He cooOmmia Mae?
CkombKO y TeOsI ellle CEeKpEeToB U TaiH?

— Bce mpocto! MbI ¢ OTIIOM OCTaBWJIM TYT HEOOJBIION 3amac mpoayKToB. Heckompko GaHOK
TYLIEHKU U KPYyILy.

— U rae xe TyT xonoauabHuK ? YUTo-TO He BUXKY! — NIyTIIMBO BOCKJIMKHY/ MUTBKA.

— Bot. — BepoHuka B3sisia TONOPUK U, MOALENHMB KYCOK JEPHA, OTKPbUIA KPBIIIKY TalHUKA.
JocTtaTouHo TiIyOOKO B 3emiie Obula 3apbiTa OoJblasi kee3Hass Oanka. OHa OTKpbUIA KPBIIIKY U
Murtbka obanaen. Tam ObLTIO HECKOJIBKO MavyeK TPeuku U Tpu OaHKU TymeHKU. Conb, Yaii, caxap, u
KYCOK XO3SIICTBEHHOTO MbLIA.

— Otnaa! Mt ciacenst! Tenieps oviaeM A0 W30YIIKH, HE TOIOAS.

— IlonoBrHY BO3bMEM, OCTATbHOE OCTABUM Ha OOpATHYIO I0POTY.

— A, MOXkeT, Bo3bMeM Bce? — ¢ MOJILOOU B roJioce MporoBoprsl MUTBKaA.
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— IMocmotpum. Kto 3HaeT, kak Bo3Bpamiarbcs Oyaem. A ceilyac caauch, BOT TeOe JIOKKA, —
Beponuka Bbijania Muthbke JepeBsSHHYIO JOKKY U Kpy:kKy. [locne kaim 3aBapum TpaBsiHOM 4Yail.

—Kaiid! — BockmmkHy1 MuTbka n HakuHyJIcs Ha ely. HaBopauuBas kaury BMecte ¢ Beponukoit
MPSIMO U3 KOTEJIKA.

Tomnbko JIoH e U3 OTAeIbHON MUCKH, KOTOpYIO Beponuka npuxBaruia u3 goma. OH nomydus
CBOIO MOPLIMIO U Chell ee OYKBAJIBHO 32 ceKyH1y. [I0TOM OH 10/1T0 Jieskal B OOHMMKY C ITyCTOM MUCKOU
Y OCMaTpUBaJl OKPECTHOCTH, OXPaHsIsl HE TOJIBKO XO35IMKY, HO M KOTEJIOK C BKYCHOM KaIlley.

[Tocne yxuHa, yke B KPOMELIHOM ThbME, MOJIOAbIC JIIOAW MWIM Yaid, U MOYTH YTO KJIEBAIU
HocaMu. [IoH Opoaus BOKPYT MX CTOSIHKHM, OOHIOXHMBAJI 3€MJIIO, BTSTMBAJ HOCOM BeTep, OH OyATo
COBCEM HE YCTaJl U HUKAK HE MOT' yTOMOHUTHCHI.

— BkycHbIi yail nonyuwics! — gonusas, ckazaia Muts.

— 5 HaOpasta pa3HBIX JIMCTHKOB U 10OABUIIA B KOTEJIOK HEMHOTO SITOJI, KOTOPBIE HaIllJIa BOKPYT.

— Crnymaid, korja Thl Bce ycriena? — 3eBasi, CIpOCHII TTapeHb.

— IlpuBbruka! — ycrano orsetuia aeByiika. He noronaens — ve nononaemis! [omuum cnars?

— [omwm. TompKo ApoB HaI0 MOAOPOCUTD, TH UM, pacroyiaraics, a Mel ¢ JJoHOM elrie monopo-
CHM JIPOBHIIIEK B KOCTEp M TOKE 3aMoJi3eM K Tede mof OOK.

VYcranas neBylika KUBHYJIa FOJIOBOM, 3aI10j1371a B IAJIAIl U Yepe3 CEKyHy YKe cliaja.

Housto [lon Hactopoxkwics. OH TUXO BBITION3 U3 IIajiaiia, U npuHioxaics. Bosne ux Hounera
Opomun 3Bepb. OH elre He MOHSUI, YTO 3TO 32 3BePb, M MPEACTABIISACT JIU OH KaKyl-HUOYIb YIpo3y
JUIs1 ero Xo3siiKu. [1apHsi OH XO3MHOM He CUMTasl, HO Y€ MPUBBIK JOBepsATh emy. Ilec can mexy
MOJIOJIBIMU JIIOIBMH, HO CTapasicsl OOJIbIIE MPYKUMATHCS TETUIBIM OOKOM K JIIOOMMO# xo3siike. Ceil-
4yac OH He 3HaJI, CTOUT JI OYITUTh ee, 3Bepb OPOAMI BOKPYT UX CTOSHKH MOYTH OecIryMHO, HO JloH
YYBCTBOBAJ €r0.

B koHIIe KOHIIOB, MeC el 0OCTaBaThCsl PAIOM ¢ BEpOHUKOM, U TTPOCTO HAOONATh, U BCITY-
mmBathes. [lepen manamom sipko TbUIAT KOCTep, U AUKHI 3Beph He nopoiaet omsko. Emy moka-
3JI0Ch, YTO 3TO CYIIIECTBO HE MPUYMHUT UM BpeJla, OH CIIOKOMHO TOJIOKUJI TOJIOBY Ha JIarlbl U CTa
KJIATh.

[Tpocuyncs Muts, oH npotep mia3a M yBuen [oHa, KOTOPBIM MOYTH BBINOA3 M3 LIajalia U
TPEBOXKHO MPUHIOXUBAJICS.

— ToI uto, JIOH? — 1IENOTOM CIPOCKJI OH Y Tica, U noraaui emy crnivny. Illepcts Ha crivHe
coOaku OblTa B3/IbIONICHa, 1 MUTHKA MOHSII, YTO BO3JIE UX CTOSIHKHA KTO-TO Opomut. OH He 3Hal,
Oymuth Beponuky umm Hetr. OHa Tak ClIAJIKO chajia, 9To eMy He XOTeJloch ee Oecrokontb. CaM OH
3axoTen B TyasieT. Ul BeIiiTH eMy Bce paBHO Obl TPUIILIOCH. CITUIIKOM YK HABAJIWJICS OH BEUYEPOM Ha
yail. MUTbKa ere HeMHOT'0 MoTepIiesi, HO BCKOpe eMy CTajo COBCEM HEBMOTOTY ... Ho Kak ToJIbKo OH
TIOTTBITAJICS BBHITIONI3TH Ha y/viLy, JIOH CXBaTHII ero 3y0amMu 3a IITAaHUHY U HE TIO3BOJIUIT eMY JIBUHYThCS
HU Ha canTumeTp. OH Aepxan ero O4eHb KPenko, U Mpu STOM CMOTpesl HAa HEr0 CBOMMU YMHBIMU
IJ1a3aMHU.

— JloH, MHE HaJ|0 BBITH, IOHUMaEIIh? — 3aientail eMy Ha yxo Mutbka. — Thl ke MyK4MHa,
JIOJKEH TIOHSITh, MHE CPOYHO HAJI0 OTIION3TH /IO KYCTOB.

JloH HeMHOTO TIoAyMaJl, U Bblie3 BMecTe ¢ HUM. Ctosi Bo3jie MUTBHKU, OH MIPOIOJIKAT JIepKaTh
ero 3y0amu 3a IITaHWHY, He TMO3BOJIsISI OTOMTH OT IIaJIalia JJaxe Ha ToJIMeTpa.

MuTtbka OCMOTpeJICs,, HO B KPOMEIITHOW ThMe HUYEero He yBuje. [ie-To Baajieke 3akpuyasa
Kakasg-To NTuia, MuThKa B3POTHY/I OT HEOKUIAHHOCTU M PEIInI, OT rpexa Moaajbliie, moobicTpee
3aKOHYUTH CO CBOMM MOKPBIM JIEJIOM M 3aJIe3Th 0OpaTHO B Imaani. JJoH BcMaTpuBajcs B TEMHOTY U
TUXO MOPHIKMBAJ, YEM OKOHYATEJILHO HAIyTasl MapHs.

— JloH, nmouum cnath! — nporenTtan napeHs. U nec, eme pa3 nocMOTpeB MO CTOPOHAM, 3aJle3
BMecTe ¢ MUTBHKOH B IIaJjialil.
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M 4to OH TaM MOT BUJETh B TaKUX roTemMKax? — rnogymali MI/ITLKa, BbLIJIE3 HA MI'HOBCHUE H3-
oA KPBIIIH MX BPEMEHHOI'O JKUJIMIIA, IIOAKUHYJI B OI'OHb JIBa TOJICTBIX IOJICHIKA, a4 TIOTOM 3aBaJINJICA
Ha JIAITHUK 1 MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYIJI.

I[OH 7K€ HE CIIaJl BCIO OCTAaBIIYIOCA HOYb. On YyBCTBOBAJI KOI'0-TO, U, 3HAs, YTO 9TO CyHIECTBO
HE IPUYUHUT BpPEla €ro Xx034€BaM, BCC KE PCIINII OXPAHATH UX JO CaMOro pacCBETa. A Tam oH pas-
6€p€TCH, KTO K HUM IIOXKaJIOBaJI, U UYTO €EMY HYKHO. OH 3HaJI TOYHO TOJIBKO OJHO — 3TO ObLT HE BOJIK
1 HE YCJIOBEK. ..

Murtbka npocHysicst paHbliie Beponuku. [IoHa B 1mianaiie yxe He ObLIO, BOKPYT ObUIO THXO,
€CJIM He CUMTaTh FTOMOHA ITHIl U TAKUX yXKe MPUBBIYHBIX 3BYKOB OKHMBAIOIIEro yieca. OH BBINISIHYI
13 IIajamia, Ho He YBHUJE COOAKH.

U rne ero Hocut? — mogyman Mutbka. U ere oH perian, roBopuTth i BepoHuke, 4To HOYBIO
BOKPYT MX Iajiaiia KTo-1o Opoaui? MoxeT, He CTOHT Mmyrath e€, Be/ib Bce, Bpojie Obl, 0001UI0Ch?

OH npUNOHSIICS HA JIOKTE W CTAJI CMOTPETh HA CIAIILYIO AeBYIIKY. OHa Obl1a BOCXUTHUTEIbHA.
Tuxas, Terias u 6e33ammTHas. M Takas kpacusas! [Touemy OH He 3aMeuaeT 9TOro Torja, Korjaa oHa
oonpcTByer?

BepoHuka notsiHyJIach ¥ OTKphLJIA I71a3a.

— C no6peM yTpoM, desi! — ckazalt oH U yJIBIOHYJICS.

— Ot yero *ke s Teneps craya ¢eeit? — yapOHyIach eMy B oTBeT BepoHuKa.

— Korga Thl criumib, a HE KOMaHjyelllb, Thl OU€Hb MOXOXa Ha MpeKkpacHyio ¢ero! — ckazai
MuTbKa ¥ U PYKOU BOJIOCHI.

— IlpuxopammBaenbesi? — ¢ exuaLen cripocuiia Beponuka.

— Jla Her. 4 u Tak Kpacus.

— Hy, B 3TOM 51 He comHeBasach! — 3acMesiiach BepoHrKa 1 crana BbUIe3aTh U3 MIaJiamia.

Murtbka, HaOmoast 32 IEBYIIKOM, 1 JIIOOYSCh, KaK IPAIIMO3HO OHA BHIMIOI3AET U3 MX HOYHOTO
YKPBITHSI, BIPYT 3aMETHJI, YTO OHA 3aMepIia 1 OOJIbIIE He JBUTaJIach C MECTa, OCTABUB BHYTPH TOJIbKO
CBOIO cOOMazHUTENbHYIO IONKY. Ho Benb 9T0 He MOrIo ObITh 3aurpbiBaHeM ¢ HUM? Yo xe Torga?

OH nocnenoBas 3a Hell W yBUZEN, HAKOHEI, TOr0, KTO He JaBajl UM CIOKOMHO cracts! Hy...
He emy, tak [ony.

C HeOOoBIIOro MPUropKa Ha HUX BHUMATEJIBHO CMOTpesia OoJIblIiasi YepHasi OBUapKa.

JloH Opoauy pAOM M He oOpallail Ha Hee HUKAaKOrO BHUMAHUSI. . .

— Boxe! — BockukHyna Beporuka, 51, Kaxercs, 3Hal0 3Ty TicuHy! 910 ke codaka nsau [lerpa!

I'maBa 11. MAPTA

— A TBl yBepeHa, 4To 3TOT He BOJIK? — paccMaTpuBasi codaky, cripocuyi MUTBKa.

— Kakoii Bonk? — 3acMestyiack BepoHuka, — oH OBl yKe Jieskasl MepPTBBIiA, PAIOM C IIajiainiom. A
MOTOM, 51 B COCTOSIHUM OTJIMYUTh COOAKY OT BOJIKA!

— A... 3a6wun, Ham [IoH Beaph BOMKOAAB! — ¢ MpOHMEN cka3asl MuTbKa.

— U neuero uponusupoBars! S qymaio, ecim Obl OH yBUzEIN, Kak Mapra pexeT Hallly rmocie/-
HIOIO OBITY, OH ObI eii 3a1a. Ho He mymaro, uto yous Obl.

— ToI Tak cuuTaenib?

— Ilpocto yBepena! DTo mpou30nUIO Yepe3 HECKONbKO JHEH Mocie YOUHCTBA Y4acTKOBOTO.
Cobaka Oerana ronoaHasi. I HUKOMY HEHyKHasl.

— Ho ona morna y koro-Hu6yap» U3 MECTHBIX MOITPOCUTD €CTb.

— B nepeBHsX peaKo KOPMST NPUOITyIUBIIUXCS COOAK.

— Ho Bce ke TomkHbI ObLUIN 3HATH, Ybsl 9TO coOaka!

— Tem Gonee! E€ xo3d1Ha He OYEeHB JTIOOWIN B IEpeBHE. A B padiliecHTpe He 3HAIO.

— A TBI yBepeHa, YTo 3TO TOYHO COOaKa YOUTOro y4acTKOBOTO?
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— Ceituac morpoOyio ee OKJIMKHYTh. Maprta! Ha!

Cobaxka cBepHyJia roJioBy HaOOK, IIOTOM OBICTPO BCKOYMJIA U TIoOekaia K BepoHuke.

Beponuka B3suta Mucky JloHa, v nonoxuia eid HeMHoro Kamm. OHa MOMEHTAJIbHO Chena ee,
BBUIM3aJ1a MHCKY M BOIIPOCHTEJIBHO TIOCMOTpEJIa B IJ1a3a AEBYIIIKE.

— Majo Thi et fana! — noxasnen codbaky MuThka.

— Kro 3Haer, ckonbko oHa yxe ronoaana. Cpa3sy MHOTO HeJlb3s, J1a U Kallla MOYTH KOHYMJIAC.

JloHy He TOHPABUJIOCh, YTO MapTy KOPMST U3 €r0 MUCKH, OH YTPOOHO 3apbluall U OTBEPHYJICS.
OH eriie 10r0 MOTOM BOpYaJ, HO Korga BepoHuka, BBIMBIB MUCKY B 03epe, Jajla Kalld U eMy, OH
YCTIOKOWJICS, ¥, OOHSIB €€ JIariaMy, He CIiela MPUHSLICS 32 efy.

Maprta cMOTpesia Ha Hero, a ¢ KOHUMKa ee s13bIKa CTeKasla TOHKAsl CTPYHKA CITIOHBI.

— W ne creigHo Tebe, [JoH! — mopoiias kK Hemy, Moxypuia nca Beponuka.

— Heyxenu Tbl yMaeliib, YTO OH €€ APa3HUT? — goragaics MuThka.

— AbcomoTtHO yBepeHa. Twl BUJIEN, Kak OH 0ObIYHO ecT. CeKyH/a 1 ebl HeT!

MuTbKa 3aBauiICs Ha TPaBy U PACXOXOTAJICS.

— C Bamu He cocKyumIbesi! Takoro TyT HACMOTPHIIIBCS, MOKHO B CTAPOCTH MEMYaphbl IUCaTb,
Kak s MpsATAJICS B ITIyXOH Taiire oT 0aHAWTOB, HAOMONAT 32 IPUPOAOIA M 32 OTHOLICHUSMH MEKLy
coOaKamu.

— Koneuno! 3a kem xe eme? Mexay HaMu ¢ TOOOM HUKAKWX OTHOIIEHWA, €CITU TOJBKO 32
IUKVMU 3BepsIMU HaOMoAaTh, — Chsi3BuiIa BepoHuka. — Tonbko s 3Toro Tede aenars He COBETyIo!

— 41 He noHsAn? D10 Hamek ? — MOAOI A K JEBYIIKE, CIpocHsl MUTbKa.

— Ha 4t0? — caenaB BuJ, YTO HE TOHUMAET €ro.

— Ha 1o, 4T0 Yy Hac HUKaKuX OTHOIEHUI HeT. Thl XOuellb, YTOOb y HAC OBUTH OTHOIICHHS?

— Hy, xots ObI gpy)eckue. ..

— A MBI He Ipy3bs1?

— Her. Tbl MOIi OXpaHHUK, — M HAXMY PUJIACh, — WJIA HAACMOTpIIMK. [11eTeribes 3a MHOH BITyOb
TalTy, YTOOBI Y3HATh, T1e s Mpsdy Kydy 30mota! Mnm Kak Tam ero Ha3bIBaloT OJaTHBIE — PBIKbSI.

— Hy, 01 gaems! — obunencst Mutbka 1, OTBEpHYBILKCH OT Hee, CTall COOMpaThCs.

— U neuero odmxarbest. [Toka 4to 51 He BUAena oT TeOsl HUKAKOH MOJb3bl. 3HAYMT, Thl IPOCTO
32 MHOU HaOJTIO/1aelIb.

— Taxk. Bce! Jlon TBOst cobaka, — XBaTasiCh 3a TeJekKy, ckazan Mutbka, a Mapra Mosi. Mapra,
KO MHe!

Mapra noponuia K MUTbKe U ceJla psIoM C HAM.

—Bo-ot! Uto 3HauuT Hemelikas oBuapka. becnpekocioBHOE MOAYUHEHUE XO35UHY !

— Toxe mHe xo3suH! Mapta, ko MHe! — mo3Basia cooaky Beponuka. Ho cobaka He ciBUHYIach
C MecCTa.

Beponwka naxe odangena. Hudaero cede! 51 ee kopmuiia, a XO3IMHOM 3Ta HeOJaroiapHast cHa
BbIOpaa MuTBKY!

— Bor. Bupnena? Teneps y MeHst cBosi cobaka! A 'y Te6s1 cBos!

— Hy, u 3ameuatesnbHoO!

— Bot u oinyHO!

Mortoziple JIIOAM 3aKUAATM BETKAMHM MECTO CBOETro HOWIera, 3aTyIIMJIM KOCTep, HaBaJIMIIH
CBEpXY JIAITHUKA U CTAPBIX CTBOJIOB, 3aKaMy(IMPOBAB TAKUM 00Pa30M U A, ¥ KOCTPUILE, U Taii-
HUK. Beponuka noecua Ha Jlona TopOy, B3sijla CBOM PIOK3aK M CKa3asa:

— Iouum. Ceropns myTsb Oyner eme TpynHee. Kpenwch, cryneHt!

It0 ObUIA UX TIepBasi PAa3MOJIBKA. . .

Mortoziple JTIOM IIUTH eliie YeThipe AHs. Bee mocneayomme HoYM OHM HOYEBAU MO OTKPbI-
THIM HEOOM, pazkuras Kocrep, ObICTPO rOTOBs ceOe yXKUH, U, mafas 0e3 cuJl, 3achinani. OHU Terepb
HAXOJWJIKCh TOJ] HEYCHIITHOM OXpaHOM JBYX co0ak, MapTta crnana psiioMm ¢ MuTbKO#, a JIoH aeMoH-
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CTPATHBHO JIOXHUJICS C IPyrOi CTOPOHBI, PAIOM C X03s1iKou. Takum 0Opa3om, nmomyvasnock, uto Bepo-
HUKa 1 MUTbKa cIiaim pAOOM, 1 KTHOI'IAa B YK€ JOBOJIBHO IMPOXJIaAHBIC aBI'YCTOBCKHME HOYM CJIMIIKOM
CWJIBHO NPYKAMAJIMCh OpYyT K Apyry. Hu neBynika, HU mapeHb He MOIVIA ¢ TOYHOCTBIO CKa3aThb, YTO
UM 3TO HpaBWJIOCh. HO OHM BOCIIPMHMMAIIM 3TO KaK JIOJKHOE, KaK BBIHYKAEHHYI0 HEOOXOIMMOCTb.
W Hu TOT, HU ApYroM yKe HEe MOIJIM YTBEPK/aTh, YTO UX 3TO COBCEM HE BOJIHOBAJIO. . .

Mapra oka3zayiacb O4eHb TOJKOBON COOAKOM, M TIPUBBIKIIIEH 32 JOBOJBHO HETIPOAOKUTETFHOE
BpeMSsI CKUTaHUM, CAMOCTOSITEJIHO JOObIBaTh ceOe nuiy. OHa 4acTo MPUTACKUBAJIA HA CTOSTHKY YOU-
TOTO €10 3112, UJIM 3a3€BaBILIETOCs Ha TOKY IIyXapsi, M Bce BpeMsi oTaaBaja 100sray Mutbke. MuThbka
HEJJOYMEHHO CMOTpeJ Ha YOUTYIO KMBHOCTb M COBEPILIEHHO HE 3HAN, YTO C Hel Jenarh. YacTto 31o
MIPOMCXOIUIIO HA IPUBAJIAX, U BepoHUKa ¢ eXUIHBIM CMEITIKOM 3a0upaiia y MUTHKH J14b, CBEKeBaja
ee, WA OOMIUIBIBAJIA MTUILYy. DTO ObLJIO HETUIOXOH MOAMOTrOM, TaKk Kak KpoMe JIBYX KHJIOIPaMMOB
rpeuky 1 OAaHKM TYIIEHKH Y HUX HUYero He ocTaiock. Mapra Obljla COBCEM He MTPOTUB, UTO JAEBYIIKA
3abupaia y X03sMHa J0OBITYIO el0 Juub. [J1aBHOE AJ1s1 COOaKU ObLIO TO, YTO OHA MPUHOCHIIA €€ CBO-
€My HOBOMY XO35IMHY, a IIOTOM M3 pyK BepoHuKY mosydana MUCKY BKYCHOH Kallld.

MuTbKa yXe He MOT PaBHOAYIIHO OTHOCUTHCS K MapTe, OH 4acTo IJaani ee ¥ XBAIWI, YeM
NPUBOAMI €e B TOMHOe cocTosiHre. OHa HauMHasa JIACTUTHCS K HEMY, KaK KOIIKa, JIOKWIach Ha
CIIUHY, TpeOysl, YTOOBI el TOIAMITN KUBOT, a TIOTOM HAauMHAaJIa HOCUTHCSI BOKPYT CTOSIHKU U BOC-
TOPXKEHHO JIAsITh.

— Heyxenu Tb1 gymaernis, yro MapTta Morsia youTb TBOIO OBITy? — KakK-TO pa3 CIpociil MuTbKa
y Beponuku.

— He 3Hatw. Criesibl ObLIH, HO, MOXET, 3TO OBLTH CJIE/IbI BOJIKA. A, MOXET, IIPOCTO Mog0ekKaia K
OBIIE, Bellb OHU C Aszei [leTpom xuim B iepeBHe, ¥ OHA MOCTOSTHHO BUJIENA JOMAITHUX KUBOTHBIX.

— Ckopee Bcero, ee yranwin 6aaauthl. CIMIITKOM yX OHa 100pas.

— Ho XUBHOCTB-TO JIOBUT!

— Kpatp 3axoueinb, noiimaenib! — Bo3pasuil Beponrke Mutpka. — A Tbl ee 4acTo BUjesa
panbiiie? Y4acTKOBBIM MpUE3Kal K BaM ¢ HEl?

— Her. ITapy pa3 tonpko. OH Bceraa npuesxai Ha ciyxeOHoi manmHe. Co0aka octaBajiach
noma. Ho, mymaio, oH ¢ Heii xoportio ooparaics. ViHaye Obl oHa Obl1a MyIJIMBOW U cpa3y Obl K HaM
HE TOJIoNIA.

— Tel gymaenib, 4TO 3TO YYaCTKOBBIN MCKaJl y BAac B IOME 30JI0TO? — cIpocul MuTbKa.

— He uckimouato u 3Toro Bapuanta. MHe IpoCcTo He Ha KOro OOJIbIIe JyMarth.

— A terka?

— Toi ¢ yma commen? Yro eii y Hac uckarb-10? Ipuesxkana uspenka, Hageana Hac. 1 Bce!

— A 11e xe Obl1a Mapra, Koraa y4acTKOBOro younu? — THXO Cpocusl MuTs..

— W moma, wim ¢ Hum. Ho, ecriu Ob1 OHa ¢ HUM ObLIa, ee Obl TOXKe TPUCTPETVIIH.

— Ckopee Bcero.

Mortoziple IO OTABIXANH TIepe/] OCIeJHUM TepexofoM. BepoHuka ckazania, 4To yaca uyepes
YeThIpe MyTH OHU YKe JoOepyTcs Ao MecTa. [IoH jexan psaom ¢ Beponnkoii, a Mapra cunena psaom
¢ Murbkoil. Co6aku He 0OCOOEHHO JIAUIN MEky cOOOM, Tak, MPOCTO TepHesu JpYyr Apyra, 4ro B
OYepeIHON pa3 JOKa3bIBAJIO, UTO JApYkOa MEkKIy Y4aCTKOBHIM U OTLIOM BepoHuku Obuta He CIMIII-
KOM HMCKpeHHel. Beap codaky 4yBCTBYIOT OTHOIIEHHS X03sieB. [lapeHsb rimaaun MapTy 1o rojioBe u
AyMall — HeYKeJIM Bce ke YJaCTKOBBIH 3arpapisl 3TuMu OanauTamu? CTpaHHO, HE XOTeIOCh Obl B
9TO BepuTh. BApyr ero pyka KOCHyJ1ach KOXKaHOTO OIIEHHUKA COOAKH, U eMy TMOKa3aJIoCh, YTO IO
OIIEHUKOM Kakoe-To ytosneHre. OH OCTOPOKHO CHsUT ¢ MapThl OIIEHHUK W HAlles MPUIIUTHIA ¢
BHYTPEHHEW CTOPOHBI TPANOYHbINA MeroueK. OH BHITAIWII U3 KapMaHa HOX, HaJpe3all Ha TPANULEe
ITIOB U BCKPUKHYII:

— Beponuka, uau croga. f 4To-To Haiel, Kakoe-To MUChMO !
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JleBymika mpucena psaaoM ¢ MUTBKOHM, B3sla Y HEro M3 pyk HEOOJNBIIYIO CIOKEHHYIO B
HECKOJIBKO pa3 OyMakKy U mpobexaia 1o Hel Iia3aMu.

— He MoxeT ObITh! — BOCKJIUKHYJIA OHA. — DTO MUChMO OT jasiiu [lerpa.

— W xomy oH ero Hanmcain? — cripocusi MUTBKa, C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM IJIs/Isl HA IEBYIIKY.

— Mme, xoneuHo! OH cnienmajbHO Mociall co0aky KO MHe Ha 3auMKy. M oHa mpumuia, HO ee,
BUJIUMO, 4TO-TO ciyrHyJ10. OHa 1oro 6erana BOKpPYT, a KOrJa Mbl YIIUTH, OHA TIOIIUIA CJIEJIOM 32 HAMH.
Maprta BHINIONHSIIA IPUKA3 XO35IMHA, JAaXe MOCHe ero cMepTu!

nasa 12. OTEIL M1 IS TTETP

— Yro Tam? — ¢ HETEepIeHUeEM B ToJioce, CIpocu MuUTbKa.

— He menaii, nounrtaio, paccKaxy.

— A BCIIyX Thl HE MOXEIIb ITPOYUTaTh? — OOMENICS TAPEeHb. — DTO Ke 5 HalllesT MMCbMO!

— a nonoxau Th! — cka3ana BepoHuka u, CJIOKHB JIMCTOK, yOpasa ero B KapMaH IITaHOB.

— W uro? [laxxe He pacCcKaKelb?

— MHe Haj0 Bce 0Oaymars!

— Tel 10 cux nop gyMaelib, YTo 51 HOJOCIAHHbINA MINMUOH? — BO3MYTHIICA MUTBKA.

— [pekparu uctepuky! [Tpugem B n30yIIKY, CSAAEM U CIIOKOMHO MPOYTEM. A TTOTOM BMECTe BCe
obmymaem. OHa TOJIOBA XOPOIIIO, a JIBE JTydilie!

— A Hawm nanexo emie?

— 41 xe roBopmia, enie yaca detsipe mytd. Ho 3to Oymet TpyaHo. Tam Bokpyr 6010TO, HaI0
WATHU IPEJIENIbHO OCTOPOKHO, HO 5 3HAIO JOPOTY.

— Heyxenu TbI 3anoMHmIa ee, Oyyur TaM BCEro OOUH pas?

— Her. He coBcem, HO Thl caMm Bce mnoiimMenib. Yaca yepes /1Ba OTAbIXaeM, HaXOAUM JJIMHHBIE
MaJIKK 1 Oy/ieM MpoOMpaThesl K HAIIEMY IOMUKY.

— A Kak ke co0aKku? — UCIyraHHO cripocusl MuUThKa.

— 3a HuX He Oecrnokoiics, oHM TpoiayT. Mapra BooOIIe jierkas, a JIoH, 3HaeT 3TOT MyTh
HauzycTh. OH Hac 1 noBeaeT. OH TaMm ObIBAJ C OTLIOM ellie Tapy pas.

Hy, Toraa nomwi, 4to-To Tl MeHsI Hamyrajia. Heyxenu Bokpyr oqHu 6010Ta?

— Her. C gpyroii cropons Taiira. A M30y1ika Ha rossiHe, OKpyKeHHasi TIOpOCIIbio Oepe3, OCUH
u €10K... Ee nmpaktuvecku He BUAHO. A 3a OONBIIMM JIeCOM CHOBa 060o0To. [ToaTOMy Tyaa HUKTO
HE 3aXO/IUT.

— Hy, a o3epo i peuka-To Tam ecth? Kynarbcst v peiOy JIOBHUTH?

— To1 Bce yBuauib caM! — BepoHuka Bcrana u nomnuia Beseq 3a JJloHom. Mutbka rnouecar 3aTbl-
JIOK TOJ] KernKo# 1 moopen 3a Beponukoi u Jlonom. Mapra kpyTuiachk Bo3jie HEero, MHoraa oroeras
B CTOpOHY. V1 OH OueHb O6eCroKOmICs 3a COOaKy.

— Mapra, Mapra, Ko MHe! — KpruaJt OH, ¥ OHa cpasy rmpuderaa 3a ero 30B.— Bot u€ptoB (ukyc,
KaK ke OH MHe Hajioe!

—XBaTUT opathb B TafIFe, CIIyrHEIIb MEABEAA, BOT TOrga paCKpI/I‘II/IH_[bCH! — MNOBEPHYBULIUCH K
Hemy, ckazasia Beponuka. — Hukyna TBosi Mapra He aenetcsi, npujer!

Uepes 1Ba yaca OHM MOJOIILTH K KPalo Talry, Jaibiie ObUT T'YCTOM MOAJIECOK, a 32 HUM OOJIOTO.
HemHOro ot10XxHYB, MOJIOZIbIE JIIOMU Cpe3aii ceOe KpernKue W UIMHHBbIE KepAu, U Havaau Mpoou-
partbCs yepes 3apociu MoAJIeCcKa.

Tosxe He CIMIIKOM-TO JIETKUH MyTh! — mogymMan MuTbKa, Talma 3a coO0H TSHKEJICHHYIO TEJIEKKY,
KOTOpasi Bce BpeMsl HOpoBUJIa IlepeBepHyThcsl. Ha HecuacTHOM (puKyce JIMCThEB MOUYTH HE OCTAJIOCh.
Ho ynpsimas Beponuka Bce BpeMs cMOTpera, He MoTepsiyl 11 MuUThKa 3T0 JOporoe ee cepily AepeBo
B TSDKEJIEHHOM Kajike. MapTa yxe kJajia ux Bo3Jie Kpast 00J0Ta U CllerKa MOBU3TMBaJIA.

— Mapra! Crosite! — cHOBa 3a0pan Mutbka.

— KoHnyaii koMaHIHBIH rojioc pa3padaTeiBaTh! — ckazana eMmy BepoHuka.

36



0. A. CkopoboraroBa. «Bomuamia»

— A BIIpYr OHa B camMyI0 TOIIb 3aJI€3€T?
— He 3aneser, He aypa! — Bo3pasuna zaeBymika. — Hy, Bot, Tenepb camoe TpyaHoe... Hano
OTABIIIATHECS HEMHOTO!

JloH, cTost Ha Kpaio 0010Ta, KAal KOMaHIb! UATH Briepel. OH yke MPOXOAWII 3TOT MyTh. Bepo-
HUKA, IOCMOTPEB Ha MUTIO, CTPOrMM I'OJIOCOM CKa3aa:

— Upnems 3a MHOM miouTH ciep B cien. BoH, Buauinbs kouku? Mbl OyaeM uati o HuMm. OHu
MOT'YT OBITh HEYCTOWYMBBIMH, TIOCTAPAICS COXPAHUTh paBHOBecHe. [lepXKUCh 3a TIOPOCIb U AEPEBIIA.
Ecnu npoBanuiiibcst HOrou, nosb3yics xepapio. Onupaiicsl Ha Hee U BITACKUBai HOry. Mapra noit-
net 3a [lonom. Hy uto, nonuim?

— YT0-TO HE CIIMIIKOM-TO Ha OOJIOTO MOXOXke! — MOCMOTpeB Briepe/, ckasan Mutbka. — TpaBka
Takasi Kpacupasi U 3ejieHas !

— 3t0 He TpaBKa, 310 Torb! Tyna nu Horo#! [loH, Bnepen! — npukasaia Beponuka. JIon octo-
POXKHO JBUHYJICS BIIEPE, NIEPECTymnas ¢ KOUKM Ha KOUKY, CJIE/IOM 3a HUM I11a Mapra.

MurtbKa crapasicsi uATH 32 BepoHHMKOIA, KOUKH ObUIM HEMHOTO TPSICYIIMECS, HO C PABHOBECHUEM
OH CIIpaBJIsICS, TOJIBKO BOT 3Ta NPOTHUBHAs TeJEkKKa BCe BpeMs KyJda-TO IPOBAJIMBAJIACh, XOTS OH
MIPUBSI3aJ1 €€ Ha JBE JUIMHHBIE KEePIU U TalWII €€ OYTH BOJIOKoM. EMy ¢ HeuesoBe4eckuMu yCHUJIu-
SIMH, TIPUXO/IUJIOCH BBITSTUBATh €€ Ha TIOBEPXHOCTh OJJHOUM PYKOM, PYTrOi AepKach 3a KyCThl U HEBbI-
COKHME TOHKHE Oepe3KHu.

[IIm1 ponro, MHOTIA OCTAHABIIMBASICh, YTOOBI HEMHOTO TIepeIOXHYTh. Pyku 1 Horvt y MUTBKH
TPSCIIUCH, HO OH HOPMAJIbHO BBIIEPKaJT M 9TO UCTIBITAHKE.

— Hy Bot! — BeITepeB nmot co n16a, nmporoBopuia Beponuka. — Ml ero mpomnuiy.

— Hexenu, — eiBa Bopouast sI3pIKOM, ITPOCTOHAT MUTbKA M pyXHYJ Ha TBepAyIo 3emiio. Bepo-
HUKa TOXe OTAbIXaja, PSAoM ¢ Hell cuzienu codaku. Vim octaBanoch IpolTH OYKBAJIBHO CTO METPOB
yepes MOPOCIyI0 MEJKUMU JIepeBLAMU MONSHY.

— Heysxenu Mpl ipunmn? — cripocust Mutbka.

— a. Cuwmraii, uro mbl gjoma! A Tl Mosiozien]! OTIMYHO BhIIEpKa MmyTh. TeGe MOCKOBCKOMY
MIAPHIO, BIIEPBbIE OKA3aBIIEMYCsI B TAKUX SKCTPEMAIBHBIX YCIIOBHSIX, OBUIO ICHCTBUTEIHEHO TPYIHO!

— JlaBaii yxe IoTaImmmMcs JI0 JIOMHKa, a TaM MiepeoJieHeMcs U, MOXeT, KynHéMmcs. Jlerde Oyner.

— Ia. Tam ecTh HeOOJBIIIOE 03epII0, YrcToe. M pbida B HEeM BOOUTCS. A OTABIXATh ellle He CKOPO
Oynem. Hamo 3uMOBbe pacKOHCEPBHPOBATH, MPOTONHTH, BCE BBICYIIUTS. .. [lea — 10 Houw!

— boxe! Korga ke ato koHuntcst! — 3acmesiicss Mutbka.

— Ckopo, Bce yxe nozaau! Ilomumm 4ro Jjin?

— [o-o-num. ..

MutbKka OTBsI3aJ1 JKep/IU C TEJISKKH U TIoOpest 3a BepoHukoil u cobakamu.

Bckope oHM moponu K HeOONbIION pomyiie, JJoH Beceso 3aBUIsI XBOCTOM U CKPBLUICS B
MOPOCIIM HEBBICOKHUX JIepeBbeB. MapTa o0epHyaach, mocMoTpesia Ha MUTBKY, U Toxe yoexana.

N306y1ika crosiia B OKPYKEHUH JIePEBbEB, KOTOPBIE MOIHOCTHIO CKPBHIBAIMA €€ OT MOCTOPOHHKX
I1a3, XO0Ts HUKAKUX IMOCTOPOHHUX IJIa3 TYT 6I>ITb U He MOorJI0. Pa3Be TOJIBKO BBGPPIHLIX!

MuTbKa ¢ BOCTOPrOM OCMOTpEJT 3MMOBbE CO BCEX CTOPOH, MOMPOOOBA JBEpPb — KperKa Jiu,
TIOIIYTIaJT PyKOW TOJICThIE OpeBHA cpyOa, 1, OTOW/ISI B CTOPOHY, BOCKJIMKHYII:

— Kuacc! Bor 1Bo# Oatst n30ymiky BeicTpowi. Hacrosimuii jom!

— Hy, Ko HacTosMiA — MUAJIOCTH TIPOCUM, OyabTe rocteM! — M oTKpbLIia JBEpS.

[NepBboiMu BrieTesn 006e cOOAKM M CTAJIM BCe OOHIOXMBATh. B OCHOBHOM 3THUM 3aHUMAJIACh
Mapra. [loH Bce 3amaxu NOMHUI ¥ 3HaJI. OH TsDKeJO B3IOXHYJI, U, ITOJI0KUB T'OJIOBY, Ha JIallbl YJIercs
BO3JIC TICUKH.

Morofpie JIIoau, IIOCMOTPEB Ha 3TO, HE CMOIJIN C/IEPXKATh YIIBIOKH.
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Bech ocraBmmiicss nen» Beponuka m Muts youpanuce B u30ylike, BepHee, B u3de. oMUk
OKazaJics He TaKUM YK MaJleHbKMM, BO BCSKOM Ciydyae, He TaKHUM, KaKMM €ro MpejCTaBIisLT cede
Murtbka. B HeM ObU jBe MajleHbKHME KOMHATKU, OTAIUIMBAEMBbIE OIHOH TeYbl0, HeOOJIbIIE CEHU U
XO3SIUCTBEHHBIN OTCeK. [ 1e mpearnonaranocs Aepkarh Kakylo-HUOYIb KUBHOCTh. A cefivac TaM ObLIH
CTeJUIaXu ¢ MHCTpyMeHTaMu. CTosiM BeJpa, KaJKH! U BCAKHUI X03MCTBEeHHBIN cKap0. C 3aqHel cTo-
POHBI IOMHUKA ObLIT MPUCTPOEH APOBSHOM capaiurk. [IpoB Tam Obu1o mpuimyHo. Ho Ha 3uMy Hamo
ObLJIO eI1le MHOTO HAUJIUTh, YTOOBI XBATHJIO JIO BECHBI.

— Kak TBo#1 oTeIr] MOr COTBOPUTH TAaKOE B OAMHOYKY? — yAUBHIICS MUTSL.

— OH y MeH# ObLT pyKacThId, M 04eHb TPYAOMIOOUBBIA. A OoTOM. .. Cy/s 1O TOMY, UTO 51 y3HA/IA
niepes] ero CMepThio, OH COOMpaJIcs, B Clydae 4ero, nepeBe3Ty Clofa Hac ¢ Matepblo. Kutb ocoOHsI-
KOM, YTOOBI HUKTO HE HAIIIE.

— Kak craposepsi!

— Tuna Toro!

— A Tbl ObITa TYT TOJIBKO ONIUH pa3?

— Ia. Cpazy nocne cmepti Mambl. OTell He 3aX0TeJ OCTaBJIATh MEHS TaK HaJoIro ogHy. M Mel
MIPUIILTH CIofia BMecTe. DTo OblIa camasi CYacT/IMBasi 3MMa B MOEH JKM3HU. XOTs 1 O4€Hb CTpajaa 1o
Mame. OH Toke cTpajall, M03TOMY U npuinen cioga. M xoren TyT koe-uTo gonesnars. Sl eMy nomoraa.
Hawm 6b110 X0poI110, — JeByIIKa 3aMoTyalia M Ha Ila3ax y Hee MOKa3aJtCh CIe3bl.

— Mae ouenb xaib, Beponuka. Ho oH goimkeH ObUT 3HAaTh, YTO PAHO WJIM MO3/IHO €r0 HAWAYT.
W xu3Hp, yXe HalakeHHas U cYacT/IMBasi IPEBPATUTCS B afl. 3psl OH C TUM 30JI0TOM CBS3AJICH.

— Yo erie MOXeT cKa3aTh OyIyIui MUAJTMIIAOHED. . .

— Hapo 6b1710 ero otnats. U ero ocraBuy Obl B TIOKOE.

— He ocraBunu 6b1! Tam Ob1IO yxke He Bce. UYTO-TO OH Benp peasm3oBait. Ctam Obl TpeOOBaTh
1 3T0. A ecm OBl He OTJaJ1, YOUIN OB

— OHu 1 Tak ero yousnm!

— Ha. Tol mpaB. Younu. BepoHuka B3sila BeIpo C BOIOM M CTajla MBITh Moi B gome. OKHa
OTKPbUIH, YTOOBI TPOBETPUTH KOMHATHI, BHITHATH CIIEPTHI BO3AyX. B JoM BopBasics cCBeXUil BETEPOK
C 3ar1axaMu YyKe MOYTH OCEHHEH JIMCTBbl. MUTBhKa BTAIUJI B IOM TEJIEKKY, BBITAILWI KaJKy C MpaK-
THUYECKH 00JIETEBIINM (PUKYCOM, U cripocui y BepoHuku:

— Hy, 1 Kyzna craBuTh TBOE AParolieHHOE JepeBo?

— IMocraBb Kk OkHY. Bua y Hero, KOHeUHO, Terephb KaJKHii, HO 3TO caMoe JIOporoe JIepeBo B
mupe!

MwuTbKa MOCTaBWII KQJIKy Ha JEPEBSIHHYIO TAOypETKY, CHSUI C TIOYTH TOJIOTO IepeBa HECKOJIBKO
TPAaBUHOK, OTOLIE OT HErO, KPUTUYECKA OCMOTPEN, Y pelini, 4YTo y BepoHUKM CIMIIKOM MaHua-
KaJIbHOE OTHOLIEHUE K 3TOMY OTPbI3KY, KOTOPbII paHbIle Ha3bIBAJICS (PUKYCOM. ..

Korna cremHeno, 1 MoJiofible JI0/IM [0CIe CBITHOTO YKMHA, CUJIS 3a CTOJIOM, TIWJIM Yaid, a yCTaB-
e co0aky MUPHO Criayii y Tieur, MuThKa BCIIOMHMJI O TIChbME y4yacTKoBoro. Haj cronom Bucena
KEPOCHMHOBAs JIaMIa U MATKO OCBellaia KOMHATY, ObLJIO YIOTHO M TEIUIO, CTPAIIHO XOTEJIOCh CaTh,
HO JTIOOOTBITCTBO TIepeOOPOIIO YCTAJIOCTb.

— Hagaii npourem nmceMo asau [lerpa, — nonpocun Mutska. — Thl Tak M HE pacckasajia, uTo
OH TaM Harucal.

— Mosker, 3aBrpa? Eme nmocrenu crenuts. Thi T1e Oynenis criath? B 310 KOMHATE WU B AaJTh-
Hen'?

— Mmae Bce paBHO. He 3aroBapuBaii MHe 3yObl. JlocTaBail muchbMo, MPOYTEM U Ha OOKOBYIO.
3aBTpa CHOBa MHOTO JIEJ.

— Hy, nagaii, yroopwi. BepoHuka jocTana nucbMo U3 pIOK3aka, KyJa OHa ero yopasa rnocnie
KyTaHUs1, Pa3riaania MATHIA JIMCTOK OyMaru, v Hadajla YuTaTh:

« Munasi BepoHuka, ObITh MOXKET, KOT/Ja Thl HAMJIEIITh 9TO IIMUCbMO, MEHS yKe He Oy/IEeT B KMBBIX.
[Mpory TeOs1, 1eBOYKa, HEMEAJIEHHO YXO/IU C 3aUMKH. BO3bMHM TOJIBKO CBOM BEIIM, OCTATbHOE OCTaBb.
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BaHauThl 3HAIOT, YTO 30JI0TO HAXOAMTCS B JIOME, U HE OCTaBAT TeOsi B mokoe. OHU HAWIyT ero u
paznenaiorcsi ¢ ToOOH, Tak ke, Kak ¢ TBOUM OTIIOM, H, Jymaio, co MHOM. [IpocTu MeHs, 51 He XoTen
MIPUYMHSATH 3714 HU TeOe, HU TBOEMY OTILy, HO Ha MEeHsI HaJJaBUJIM U 51 CKa3aJl, KTO YHEC 30J10TO. DTO 5
TOT/1a MOAICITYIIAN PaccKa3 OOJBHOTO MaxaHa, v TOXe JOJITO ero uckail. Thl, Tymalo, 3amevaia 3To, HO
HE MOIJIa IOHSATh, KTO OBIBAJI B JIOME, KOT/Ia BaC C OTIOM TaM He Obl10. ToNbKO HeAaBHO s iorajancs,
rae oHo. Ha meHs naBat. Kak TonbKO 1 MM CKaxy, IJie OHO 3allpsiTaHoO, MeHs yoepyT. Jlaxe OnatHble,
HE CMOT'yT MHE [TOMOYb. DTOT YEJIOBEK MOKa He MPUHAJIEKUT K IIPECTYITHOMY MUPY, HO OH KECTOK U
OecnioriazeH, 6oiics ero. 3Halo, YTo KorJaa-HuOY/Ib OH IIPOKOJIETCS 1 OyeT HaKka3aH, HO TIOKa Oeperuch
ero, yXoiu, YXOIu, Kak MoxHo OwicTpee. [lockutaio k Tebe Maprty, IMycTh OHa OCTAHETCsI C TOOOM,
103a00ThCsl O HEH, U MPOCTU MeHs, Aypaka craporo!... UyTh Hke ObUIO HAITMCAHO — K TETKE He
X0, Teds1 TaM KayT, [IETp».

— Huuero ce6e nagopmanus! — 3a1yMIruBO TporoBopmi MuThka.

— Hy, na... OH Hamucasl MHe TO, 4TO o yxe 3Hasia. Hy, poraapiBaiachk. ..

— Bor u nymaii Tenepb, KTO TOT 4esioBek | — B310xHYJ Mutbka. — I kak Mbl 1ogymMaemMcs, Koraa
MBI 3aHBIKAJIUCh B TJIyXOH Taiire!

— OH 3Xe sICHO HarucaJ, 4To K TeTKe XOAUTb Helb3s1! BHIXOOUT, s cIoMsI TOJIOBY, AOJKHA ObLia
OexaTb B HEM3BECTHOM HaIlpaBJIeHUN ?

— A BIIpyr OH 3HAJ 00 3TON M3OYIIKE W MTPOrOBOPUJICS OaHIUTaM ?

— Her. O6 >toii u36ymike He 3Han HUKTO. Hu TeTka, Hu nsins [érp. Tonbko oTell, U ¢ mo3amnpo-
nuioro roja . § Toxe momyana. [la u komy MHe roBopuTh-T0? baTsi MHe Torja cka3aj, Korja Mbl B
TMIEPBBII pa3 Ciofia MPUIILTH — IOMHH, JI0Yb, TOJIBKO 3[1eCh TBOE yoeskuie. HUKTo He Jo/keH 3HaTh 00
9TOM MecTe! A s HMUero Torja He noHsuia. Jlymana 3To urpa kakas-to. MHe Obuio-To 16 Jiet Bcero!

— A BIpYr OH caM IIPOTrOBOPWJICS, KOTJia €r0 MbITaNIH, Iepe]] CMEPTHIO?

— Her. On e mor. 4 B atoM yBepena. U [Isiis [leTpo Toxke He 3Ha, 4TO y HAC €CTh STOT JOMHUK
B Taire. [Ipo Bce ocranbHble 3MMOBBSI 3HaJI. A TPO 3TOT HU OfHA Aylla He 3Hana. Otell ero 10Jro
CTPOWJI, HECKOJIBKO JieT. XOIu CIojia OJWH U MO HECKOJILKO Hejlesb Mporajai. YXoaul B Tairy, u
BUJIHO, CI0fIa 3aX0W/1. Buauinb, ckapO TyT BeCb €CTh, HABEPHOE, U3 APYTMX M30YIIEK BCE MEPEHOCHIT
MOTUXOHBKY. UTOOBI B ClTydae OMacHOCTH, CIO[ja CEMbIO TIPHUBECTH.

— A nponyktsl otkyaa? Crosnbko Becero! M kpyna, v yai, U coJib ¢ caxapoM, — paccMaTpyBasi
COIepKMMOe XKeJIe3HBIX OaHOK Ha CTeJlIaxax, Cipocu MHTBKa.

— Yt0-TO OH MpUHOCKUJ paHblle. Ml Mbl ¢ HUM B NO3ANPOLUIOM IOy CI0a MHOTO IIPUHECTIH.
BnBoe Gonpiiie, yem Ham Hago. Bot u octasiock. Ho skoHOMUTE nipuaercs. OXoTuthbes Oynem, prioy
noButh. He npornagem! — ckazana Beponuka.

— U ckonbKO ke HaM TYT CUJETh? — UCITyTaHHO CMOTPs Ha JEBYILKY, cripocui Mutbka?

— Oti, He 3Ha10! BooOie Hruero He 3Hao. .. W noyemy asins [1€rp He Hamuca, KOoro 60sSThes-
TO HaJI0, KTO TOT Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPHIA OaHIUTaMU 3arpaBiisieT?

— Jla oH BOOOIIIe HUYETO He HAMKMCAJ TOJIKOM, TOJIbKO Mpeaynpeau Tes, 9YToObl Thl YXOAWJIA,
u uto y TeTku 3acaja. Hy... U npomenus nepen cMeptsio nonpocui. — Ilotom nogymait, u cripocui
y Beponuku, — a 310 TouHO OH nucain? Thl mouepk ero 3Haels? Bapyr 31o GaHAWTH MAJISIBY 3Ty B
OIIEHHUK K co0aKe 3alMXHy/IM U CKOpo TyT OyayT. IIpocnenunm 3a Heid. . .

— Ox, Murska, y Tedst mpocTto napanoiisi! Kak oHM MOT mpocieiuTh 3a Held, KOrjia OHa JIOJro
caMa K 3aMMKe He noaxoauia. bosnace, BugHO, nx. OHa ux 3Hana! A nouyepk, ToyHo ero. Bunena s
YaCTEHbKO, KaK OH MHCAJT aKTHI O 3a/IepKaHui OpakoHbepoB. Bo BCsKOM cityuae, MOXOK.

— Hy, nonanu msl ¢ To6oii! Tenepb TyT BeK KyKoBaTh? A Kak k€ MOW MHCTUTYT, pOAUTENN?
N nsanpka, HaBepHOE, € yma CXOIuUT!

— He0ocb, Taiiry mpoyechBaioT! — 3acMesiiach BepoHuka. — 3To TOYHO, MONaIN MbI C TOOO
B 3aCajly ¥ 3TO COBCEM HE CMEIIHO!

MuTbKa nocues HEeMHOTO MOJT4a, OYITO YTO-TO COOOpakKasi, TOTOM C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM B3IJISTHYT
Ha BepoHuKky u cipocuir:
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— A 11? Tak 1 He Haia 301010? MM octaBmia?

Beponrka nocmMoTpena Ha Hero JIOJIruM, U Kak MHTBKe TIOKa3aJloch, CJIETKa MPe3pUTeTbHbIM
B3IVISJIOM, M CKa3aJia:

— Ilopa ciatb. OCOOEHHO TAKWUM HEIOTA/ITMBBIM OYAyIIAM MILTUIIHOHEepam !

I'nasa 13. IOUCKHA

Kyna onu mornmm 3anmponactutbesi? — nyman Bukrtop. OH cTosul BO3jie CropeBlleil A0TIa
3auMKH. Pa300paB cropeBimii Jom, SKCepThl YCTAHOBUJIM, YTO BO BPeMsI IOKapa B JOME HUKOTO He
ObL10. A 3TO 03Ha4asI0, uTo Beponnka u Muts ynum u3 goma 1o moxapa. Takske ObUIO yCTaHOBJICHO,
YTO MOJOKIJVIM JIOM He OHH, a OaHaAuThI. Clie[ibl, KOTOPbIE OCTAJIMCh BO3JIE CTOPEBIIIETo I0Ma MPUHA/I-
nexanu He Mutbke, 1 He Beponuke. 1o pazmepy canor BeIxoauio, 4to 310 Pxaseii. [la v manbiibl Ha
CUJIbHO OOTOpeBIIel, HO TIOUeMY-TO yLeJIeBIIel KaHUCTPe COOTBETCTBOBAIM OTIeyaTkam PxkaBoro.
BuxTop mymait, 3auem 6aHauTam Hajao ObUIO keub ImycToit fom? Kcratu, Bo3nie qoma, 4yTh Moogasb,
ObLIM HAMJCHBI ellle OJHU CJIe/Ibl OT MYKCKUX OOTMHOK. V1 HECKOJIBKO OKYPKOB OT CHUrapeTr, MapKu
ABA. Bukrop 3Ha1, uro Muthka He Kyput, Beponuka toxe. A PxaBblii HaBepHsIKa Kypui Oolnee
JeIIeBbIe CUTAPETHI, €CJIM OH BOOOIIE KypHJl. 3HAUUT, OKa PkaBblii 00:11Ba OEH3MHOM JIOM, KTO-TO
CTOsIT 1 HaOmoan 3a 3TuM. To, uTo pedsita Kyaa-To YIUIM, U C HUMH TIOKa HUYETro ypPHOTO He CITy-
YUJIOCh, OH 3HAJI U3 3alMCKH TUIeMsIHHUKA. HO BOT Kyaa oHM MO eThesi? Yike AaBHO Moau Obl
BECTOYKY, HO HUKAKHMX U3BECTUH He ObUT0. BaHAUTHI TOXE, KaK CKBO3b 3€MJTI0 TTPOBAJIMIIHCH. 3aTau-
JIUCh TIE-TO U CUIAT. A XyXe TOrO — MOKET, MILYT, TAKKe KaK U MUJIMLIMS, UCUE3HYBIIMX MOJIOIBIX
mopneil. BUKTop Ha IHAX 3axoquil K TeTke BepoHUKM, HO OHa cKa3asa, YTo He Mojyvaa HU IHCEM,
HU 3aITUCOK OT TUIEMSHHUIIBI M OY€Hb BOJIHYETCsl He morudsa jm oHa. JKeHiuHa riakana, u Buktop
BU/IEJI, UTO OHA UCKPEHHE NepexuBaeT 3a Beponuky. Bo Bpems pasroBopa ¢ AHHOM, Buktopy noka-
3aJ10Ch, YTO 3a JIBEPHIO COCEIHEN KOMHATBI KTO-TO CTOMT M MOJCIYIIMBAET UX Pa3roBOp.

— Bol He oniHa B jome? — cipocuit BukTop.

—Her. 4 cparo komHary.

— A JIOKyMEHTBHI Bbl y 3TOTO 4YeJIOBEKa IIPOBEPSLIN, OH ITPONKCaH?

— W npoBepsiia u nponucana, eme y Craporo y4acTKOBOIO pa3pelieHue Molyyalia Ha TPOIKCKY.
Ha Bbl He mymaiite, YeoBeK MPWINYHbIN, He U3 IIBAIM Kakou... M ogeBaeTcs Xopolo U pa3roBop
BexJmBbIA. CONMMIHBINA TakoH, KpacaBell. bionaunucteiii! Bee 1eBku B gepeBHe KO MHeE Oeraior u
BBICIPAILIMBAIOT, HA/I0JIO JIU K HaMm, eHar Jd. [Ipsamo ¢ yma Bce nmocxoausu!

— He 060 MHe 11 peub, XO35I0ITKA? — U3 KOMHATHI BHIIIET BHICOKMIA KPACHUBBIA MYKUMHA CO
cBeTIbIMU Bostocamu. OfieT OH ObLT B UMITIOPTHYIO KYPTKY, Kakux B PaiilieHTpe He Kynuib. SIBHO
MPUE3KUI U3 TOPOJa Ha MOMCKU MTPUKIIIOUEHUH.

— Ha. O Bac. Haponro v B Hamu kpasi? U ¢ kako# 1iesisio nipuexaiin? — cripocus Bukrop.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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