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AHHOTaAMSA

JleiicTBrie poMaHa MPOUCXOAUT B KOHIle XX Beka B CHOMpPCKOH
Taiire.CMepTeIbHO PaHEHbI ereph PacCKas3bIBaeT JOYEPH O TOM, UTO
OH KOTJa-TO CHJEN U YHeC ¢ 30HbI 4yxkoe. IIpoluio MHOro JieT, HO
€ro Halu ¥ TpeOyIT BEpHYTh MOXUIICHHOE. YMUpPasi, OH MPOCHUT
J09b TIOCKOPEEe YXOIUTh U3 IOMa, MHAYE eii TOXKe YIPOKaeT OMAaCHOCTb.
BepoHvika HaxoouT KJ1aj 1, yXofs, peraeT 3adpatsb ero ¢ codoit. Ho 3a
JIOMOM YK€ CJIe[TUT MOJIOZION MUJTUIIMOHEP MHUTSI, KOTOPbIiA, HECMOTPSI
Ha TPOTECTHl [EBYIIKM, pellaeT UATH ¢ Hed B Tairy. VX xuoyT
HEBEPOATHBIC ITPUKITIOYCHHA. m MMpEeACTOUT HE TOJILKO BbIXKHUThH, HO U
NPeoIoJIeTh MHOKECTBO MPEMSATCTBUM HAa IYTH K CBOEMY CUACTHIO. . .



Oumnpra CkopoboraroBa
Bomuniia
pomaH

I'maga 1. IOTPOM

Beponuka nosro xoguna 1o jecy. Ilocne cmepru marepu,
a MOTOM M OTLA, OHa OCTAJIACh KUTh OJHA HA JAJIbHEU 3alMKE.
CoOcTBEHHO, 9TO OblIa HE 3aMMKa, a cTapoe JiecHn4ecTBo. OTely
€€ MHOTO JIET CIIyKWI JIECCHUKOM. B mpoiiiom rogy 3umoit, ye-
pe3 mojiTopa roja Mnocjae CMepTH MaTepu, NMPUION3 K JA0MY pa-
HeHbIM. BepoHMKa moHayany pemmia, 4To OTell BCTPETUIICS C
Me/IBeJIeM, OfIe/Ja Ha HeM Oblla CHJTBHO M30pBaHa v BCSI B KPO-
BU, TIOTOM, pa3pe3aB TYJIyl U pyOaxy, oOHapyKujia OTHECTpell.
YepToBbl OpakOHbEPHI, TIOIyMasla OHA, HUKAKOTO TOKOsI He Ja-
10T! OHa TIaTeabHO MPOMBLIA PaHy, KPEIKO €€ NnepeBsa3aia, HO
TIOHs1JIA, YTO Oe3 MOMOIIM Bpaya oTel] He BeikapaOkaercs. Pana
ObL1a BO3JIE cepila, Aa U KpoBU MHoro notepsit. Ho kak noses-
TH €ro J10 pavueHTpa? aru cama 3a MOMOIIBIO OHA HE MOTJIa
— CJIMIIIKOM JOJITO — HA JIbLKaxX A0 pallieHTpa AEHb IyTH, MpU-
BE3TH Bpaya OHAa CMOXKET TOJIbKO uepe3 cyTku. [Tomper orelr. ..
EnuncTBeHHas Hafex/1a Oblla Ha y4aCTKOBOTO, KOTOPBI Ternepb
peKo, HO BCe JKe 3ae3Kajl Ha 3aMMKY. PaHbliie Oblia U 1opora,
u mammHa. Ho mammna cinomanace, 1 OTell He3a40ro 40 TOro



cllyyasi OTBE3 €€ B MACTEpPCKYIO, a IOPOry MOCJIE CUJIbHBIX CHe-
TOMAJIOB TaK 3aHECJIO, UTO KIATh MPHUE3/ia yIaCTKOBOTO He ObLIO
cMbicia. Oter; yMep yTpoM CIIEAYIOIIErO IHS Ha pyKax Iuiavy-
Ieu J0Yepu. ..

TpsiXHYB roJI0BOIA, OTTOHSIS TsKeJble BOCIIOMUHAHUsI, Bepo-
HUKa Har"yjack 3a rpuoom. Jla u psaom, OyaTo KamnejibKu Kpo-
BU, aJIeJI IPO3/Ibst OpPYCHUKU. JIeByIIKa yI0kuIa OOPOBHK B KO-
po6 3a cnHHOM, a OpyCHUKY crpediia JIaJoNIKOi 1 OTIpaBuia B
por. [IpekpacHo 3ta Aroga yrossia xaxay! HemHoro nocross u
OMJISIIEBIIVCh, BepoHuka mpopoikuia myTh. OHa BO3Bpalaiach
K JIOMY, KOPOO TsIHYJI IUICUH, COJTHIIE YK€ KJIOHUJIOCh K 3aKary.
CKOpO COBCEM CTEMHEET, a B TAlI'e HOUbIO OCTABATHCS CTPALIHO-
BaTo0. XOTsI, OHa OblJIa pUYYeHa ¢ JeTCTBa KO BceMy. YacTeHbKO
XO¥JIa C OTIIOM Ha OXOTY ¥ 3UMOBAJIa C HUM B JTaJIbHel 30yIII-
Ke, HO TO OBLJIO C OTIIOM, B TOH, TSIKE€JIOM, HO CUACTIIMBOM IMPO-
[IUIOU KWU3HU, a OIHOM. . .

[oaxons k JoMy, OHa cpa3y NOYYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO HEJNAAHOE.
CHsB KOpOO ¥ TIOCTaBUB €r0 B CTOPOHKY, OHA CKUHYJIA C TUleda
pyXkbe U MEJICHHO CTajia MpuOIMKaThcst K qomMy. /IBeph Oblia
OTKpbITa HacTexb. Ho OHa TOUHO MOMHMIIA, YTO 3aKpbiBaia ee!
He BriOexan u3 Oynku ee BepHblid Ipyr — anadait [lon. Bokpyr
CTOslJIa MpayHasi, myraoiias TumrHa. BepoHuka cripsranach 3a
TOJICTBIA CTBOJI KEIPOBOM COCHBI U HEMHOTO MOCTOSLIA, BIJISIIbI-
Basich B cyMepku. Hukoro. Yto ke morio npousonTtu? Ha 3aum-
Ke SIBHO HUKOTO He ObLJI0, a [IoH, pa3 OH He BHIIIIEN ee BCTpevaTh,
3HAuMT... OHa cpa3y MOHsIA, 4YTO 3TO 3HA4UT. OH MEPTB.



Borings B 1om, Beponuka uyTh He ynana B oOMopok. U xo-
TSI OHa ObUIA JIEBYIIIKOW KPENKON M 3aKaJICHHOU, ei BJIPYT CTa-
JIO IypHO W €€ BhIpBAJO MpsAMO Ha nopore. Ho oHa mocrapa-
J1ach B3sTh ce0s1 B PyKH, BbITeplia ryObl pyKaBOM KypPTKH U OIJIs-
nenack. B komHare Bce ObUIO MepeBepHYTO BBepx aHoM! Bos-
Jie GOJIBIIIOrO TYOOBOTO CTOJA JIeKal TPYH MYXKUHHBL, & PSIJIOM
C HAM, BEpPHEE, HA HEM C COMKHYTBIMM Ha TOpJIe YeJIOBEKa 4Ye-
JIIOCTSIMU JIekall okpoBasiieHHbld [loH. Emie pa3 ocMotpeB cBoe
xunmie, BepoHuka moHsuia, 4To B IoMe OOJIbllle HUKOTO HET,
3aKpblIa Ha 3aCOB JBEPh M OCTOPOKHO MojIonua K yontomy. I1o-
IJ1aJUB II0 rOJIoBe BepHOro JloHa, OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJA JIETKOE
npskenue. Cobaka MPUOTKPhUIA TJIa3a M CJerka BUJIbHYNA 00-
PYOKOM XBOCTA.

— JIoH, MWJIBIM MOU, Thl AUB! — TUXO CKa3ajia BepoHuka, BbI-
TUpasi PyKOH cjie3bl U pa3MasbiBasi MO JIMILY KPOBb TO JIU yOU-
TOTO UM YeJIOBeKa, TO i co0aku. OHa OCTOPOXKHO, He 0e3 Tpy-
J1a, pa30MKHYJIa MOIIIHbIE YEJIIOCTH I1Ca U MOIIyTNaa XKUBYUK Ha
W3yPOJOBAHHOM I1I€€ MYKYMHBI — MEPTB. .. AKKypaTHO, I1epeJIo-
’KMB paHeHoro [IoHa Ha ckaTtepTh, OHa C TPYJOM OTTAIlMJIA [1Ca B
CTOPOHY U CTajla OCMaTpUBAaTh ero. Y codaku ObUIO JBE paHbI —
OJJHA BO3JIE ropJa, Apyrasi B pailoHe rpyau. BepoHuka kak cie-
AyeT MpOIIIyTaia uX — Ha [lee 0Ka3ajiach ryOoKasi paHa, HO po-
6uTa ObLIa TOJNBKO KOXKa, TIOJBEC, KaK €ro Ha3bIBaIOT y anabaes.
3TO ero u cracjo. A Ha rpyay HernyOoKasi, HO CUJIBHO KPOBO-
Tovaias. JIoH OTKpbLI I71a3a U 3aCTOHAJI, IIPY 3TOM JIM3HYB XO-
3SIMKE PYKY.



—ITO HUYEro, MaJIBIII, s TeOe MOMOTY, Thl HE YMpeIllb, MUJIbIA
MOM, HE yMUPaid, Thl BEb Y MEHS OIMH OCTAJICS !

Cobaka Tskeso B3/I0OXHYJIA, ¥, PACTSHYBIIKCH HA MOJCTUIIKE,
3aTuxja. BepoHuka ucryranace, 4yto nec ymep. Hakinonumnach k
HEeMYy U ycIiblnana cinadoe apixanue. CXBaTUB YKUCThIE POCTHIHU
U 3eJieHKY, BepoHrka orpOMHBIMU TaMIIOHAMU ITpOMa3ajia PaHbl
Y TYTO nepeBsizalia ux. 3aTeM MPUHECHA U3 CEHEN MUCKY C BOAOU
U TocTaBWIIa nepe Mopaoi codaku. [Toka Bce, MOTOM OHa Mo-
pOETCs B anTeuke U HAlJeT Kakue-HUOYIb JIEKapCTBa, KOTOPbIS
CMOTYT IOMOYb. Terepb HaJI0 OCMOTPETh TPYII, MOHSATH, KTO STOT
YeJIOBEK U YTO eMy ObLIO 371eCh HYKHO, ¥ BHITAIIIUTh €0 13 JIOMA.

Beponuka ¢ onackoii ojoiuia Kk youromy, mpucesia psijiom ¢
HUM Ha KOPTOUYKU U HE 3HaJA, YTO JAejaTh Janiblie. JIuio y Jye-
JIOBeKa ObLIO HenmpuATHBIM. Ha BU eMy ObLJIO JIeT OKOJIO TATH-
necsaTi. BepoHuka pelmia oCMOTPeTh €ro Ofeska1y, MOXKET, Haii-
JeT Kakue-HuOyIb JoKyMeHThl. Oex/ia Oblia Best B KpoBu. Jla. ..
Xoporo ero [lon npunackan... B pyke Obl1 3a%aT HOXK. DTUM
HOKOM OH U TIBITAJICS 3aIlUIIaThCsl. BepoHuKa CHsIa ¢ TOJIOBBI
TUIATOK U aKKYPATHO BHITAIIMIIA HOX M3 OOMSIKIIIEH PyKHU MOKOM-
HuKa. Tak u ectb! — nogymana BepoHuka — GanauTCKas 3aT0Y-
Ka. Takue aenaor Ha 30He. OHa OTJIOKMIIA 3aTOYKY B CTOPOHY U
crasia o0cJeIoBaTh KapMaHsl youtoro. Bece kapManbl ObUTH Y-
CTBI, TOJILKO B OJIHOM, B pyOallike Ha Tpyau, BepoHuka Hamia
KaKyI0-TO CMATYI0 OyMaxKy. 1o ObliIa CripaBKa 00 0CBOOOKAe-
HUM.

Wrak, k Hell Ha 3aMMKY 3a0pest ObIBIINIA 39K, ¥ BUHO PEITIIT



MOKUBUTHCS YeM-HUOY/Ib, a, MOKET, TpocTo ecTh xoten? Ho [lon
ero ocraHoBuJ... Crom. Yro-to He ckianpiBaercs! 3aueM emy
OBbLIO TIepeBOpauYMBaTh Bee B jioMe? Benp cobaka KuUHyIach Ha
HEro B CaMOM CepeiMHE KOMHAThl U MAKCUMYM, YTO OHU MOTJIU
niepeBepHYTh B OOpPhOE, 3TO CTOJ M JIaBKHU. A B JIoMe ObLIO Tiepe-
BepHyTO Bee! MoxeT, o ObuT He oqun? U e 61 [lon? [Nove-
MY OH TIO3BOJIAJI MY WJIM UM BOOOIIIE 3aiTH B JIOM, OOBIYHO OH
Jy;KUX JIaJIbllie KpbUIbIla He MmycKaeT. BoT Tebe u 3a1aukal

Beponuka oOcnenoBana KOMHATY M TIOHsUIa, YTO OAHIUTOB
obu10 1BOe. OOMH, BUAMMO, 3aje3 B OKHO W IIapuil B JAOME, a
JPYroM, TOT KOTOPBIH JIeKaJl ceiyac MepTBbIN, OTBJIEKAJ COOAKY.
Yro npousonwio notoM, BepoHnuka He nonsia. OHU YTO-TO UC-
kaym? Yro y Hee MoxHO uckats? M noyemy [IoH HE mouyBCTBO-
BaJI BTOPOTO, TOr0, KOTOPHIN OECIIPETISITCTBEHHO MPOJie3 B OKHO?

JlanHo, cHavaa Ha1o 130aBUTHCS OT TPYIIa M TIOMBITh KOMHA-
Ty OT KpoBU. BepoHuKa CHs11a OKphIBAJIO C KPOBATH, U, IEpeKa-
TUB Ha HEro KOYeHelwllee Tejo, noraiuia ero u3 goma. C tpy-
JIOM OTTalIMB YOUTOro 3a 3a00p, BepoHMKa HaKpbijla MEPTBOTO
MOKPBIBAJIOM C TOJIOBO, Hape3aJla eJIOBOro JIAMHUKA U HaK11aia
cepxy. [Ipunercs kak-to qOOUpaThCs B PalioOH 32 YYACTKOBBIM.
He 3akansiBath ke ero Bo3ne 3aumMku? CripaBKy OHa akKypaTHO
CJIOXKUJIA M TIOJIOKWIIA 3a CTeKJIO Oydera, B KOTOpOM Bce OBLIO
nepeonTo, a OyTHUTKA C CAMOTOHOM Hcue3na. BepoHuka 3akphbl-
Jla CTaBHM HA OKHAaX W 3aJJBUHYJIa 3aCOB Ha JBepu. TOT, BTOpOu,
cOexan. OH BIOJIHE MOXKET BepHYThCs1! — mogymana oHa. U ei
CTaJIo CTPAILIHO.



Hourio ona noutu He crniana. Eit Oputo He 110 cede, oHa 0os-
JIach, UTO TOT, APYroi OAHIUT, BEPHETCS, U CHOBA TIOIBITAETCS
npoOpatbes B oM. Eil Bce BpeMsl YyIuIuch KaKue-To MIOPOXH
Y 3BYKM, Ka3aBILIKECS €1 IOJ03PUTEIbHBIMU U KYTKUMH, HO OHA
TiocTapaiach B3STh ceOsl B PYKH, U 3aHSJIAaCh JICYCHUEM COOAKHU.
[lokonaBivch B anTeuke, OHAa HAILIA HECKOJIBKO YIAKOBOK aM-
NUIWUTMHA U Peluia JIaTh COOaKe JIEKapCTBO He TOJILKO BHYTPb,
HO M TOCHITNATh MOPOIIOK HA PaHbl, YTOOBI MPEIOTBPATUTH MH-
(pexmro. K yrpy JIoH HEMHOTO OXWJI, HOMUJ BOJIBI U3 MUCKHU U
3acHyJ. plan oH Tskeno, Ho BepoHuka noHsma, 4ro 310 HE
OT paH, a OT OosbInol KpoBornotepu. Cracia ero Tojcras, Imo-
4TU HerpoOuBaemasi 1Kypa. BeokuBer, mogymasa oHa, ele pas
B3IJISIHYB Ha CBOETO JIOOMMIIA, ¥, HAKOHEIl, POBAJIMIIACh B COH.

Ona mpocHysach OT cOOCTBEHHOTrO Kpuka. CKBO3b e Ha
JEpEeBSHHBIX CTAaBHAX OKOH IIPOCBEYMBAJIO sIPKOE COJHIIE. Bepo-
HMKa B3IJISHYJIA HA XOUKH, OHH MOKA3bIBAJIM MOJIOBUHY JBEHA-
auaroro. JIoH yke nexai He Ha OOKy, a Ha )KMBOTE, U TPEBOKHO
B3BU3THYII, YCIIBIIIAB KPUK XO3SHKHU.

— JloHy1ka, — MpoTHpasi pykamu Ija3a, ckazana BepoHuka,
TeOe yxe nonyure?

[ec crerka noreBes 0OpyOKOM XBOCTa M CHOBA B3BU3THYIL.

— Ymuwuna to Mosi! Uto Obl 51 6e3 TeOst nenana? Xodenb cBe-
el BOIMYKM? — JIACKOBO cripocuiia BepoHuka, 1, CllycTUB HOTH
Ha TOJI, CyHyJIa UX B Tanouku. OHa BCcTasia, IpolUia B CEHU U
BIPYT BCIIOMHWJIA CBOM COH! 3a4epIiHyB KPYKKOU BOJIBI U3 BEJI-



pa, OHa cjesiana HECKOJIbKO TJIOTKOB, MOTOM HaJIWjia OCTaTKU B
co6aubio MHCKY M oTHeca JoHy. [lec sxaqHO BHITUII BOY U yJier-
cs1 OoJbIIyIIed TOJIOBOW Ha repeHue janbl. OH HaOmonan 3a
Beponukoii. [Tpocto He criyckal ¢ Hee 11a3, CJIOBHO OOSJICS, UTO
C Hell YTO-HUOYIb CIIyYUTCs, & OH HE yCIeeT ee 3allluTUTh. . .

Ei nmpucHUics oTel, Tak 4eTKO U SICHO... OH morpos3ui eu
HaJIBIIEM, U CTPOTO CKazasl — «Jloub, BCTIOMHHU, UTO 51 TeOe TOBO-
puJI Toraa, repes cMepThio. Y BBIMONHU TO, O YeM 5 Te0s Mpo-
cni. Yxomm ¢ 3auMku! Hemenia!»

Beponuka sackoBo normaguia JloHa mo rosiose, nougynaia
€My HOC, HOC ObUI TETUTBI, ¥ IOOpesia K KpoBatu. JIeByIika CHO-
Ba JIer/1a U CTaja BCTIOMMHAT. ..

... B mom Oenwv, K020a omey, npunon3 Kk 3aumke paHemHwvlii, OH
noumu cpasy Nomepsin CO3HAaHUe, U NOKA OHA €20 Nepedsi3vleand,
Ovin 6 3a0vimou. Bopye omey, omkpoin 2naza u Kak-mo cmpam-
HO nocmompen Ha Hee. OH SI8HO UMO-MO NbIMAACSL ell CKA3amb,
HO Y He20 He xeamano cun. Illomom on cHoéa nomepsin co3Hamue
u Hauan opedums. Beponuxa ne omxoouna om omua. OHa nwi-
Mmanacs NOHsMs, umo ox 2osopun. Ho me obpwiexu ¢ppaz, komo-
puie eli YOanr0Co paccaviulans, COBEPUEHHO He 0A8aANU HUKAKOL
scHocmu. baudxce kK ympy emy, kak 6yomo, cmano nonezue, OH
OMKPbLA 21a3a U 0adxHce OOMPOHYACS PYKOU 00 cnauieli Ha cmy-
n1e psdom ¢ e2o kposamvio oouepu. Ona npocHynrace. A omey, ¢
O0NBUUM MPYOOM HAUAN 2080PUND!

— Jouka, ymuparo s, — Beponuka nonvlmanaco Ycnokoums



€20, CKA3amb, Ymo OH He ympent, Ha4dad NAAKanmv, HO OH 8eae
eli 3aMONMamy, NPUNOHCUE NANeY, K 2Yy0aM, — Y MEHS CAUUKOM
mano epemenu u cun. Caywaii. 5 koz0a-mo Obin naoxXuUM uenoge-
KOM, CUOen, NOMOM blUeN, PEUUL Ha4amb HO8YIO JHcusib. [lpu-
exan 6 Cubupo u ecmpemun meoio mamo. A nosooun, Heenuics,
U uepe3 HeCKONbKO em poounact mol. Mol Obiau oueHsb cuacm-
auevl. Ho mens, xax euouwn, nawau. Mue ne danu 3a06imv o
moti moeti ocusnu. U s 3naro nouemy, s eunosam cam. — Omey
3aMONUAN, MSAHCENO 8300XHYN U NONPOCUN 800bl. Beponuxa npu-
HeCAa emy KPYXHCKY, OH COenan OOUH 2A10moK U Omoan el Kpyorc-
Ky oopammuo. — MHo2o Heab3sl, a Kak Xouemcsi @ NOCAeOHUIl pas
K0100e3HOI 600uybl Hanumucs... Tak eom... A, evliiost ¢ 301w,
npuxeamun uysicoe. yman, umo mom, KoMy 3mo NPuHaONexNca-
N0, Yoice ymep u cnpocums oyoem nekomy. Tam psoom Ovin npu-
UCK, U Y moz20 naxarna Ovin matinuk. OH HUKOMY O HeM He pac-
CKA3bI8AN, HO 80M, OOHANCObL, NOOCAYWAN S, KAK OH O C80ell
HbluKe npodormancsi. boaen on cunvHo, 3HaN, YUMo He 00AHCUBEM.
Hy, mozo, komy oH 3mo pacckaszan, modce Obicmpo 8 pacxoo
nycmuau, a s-mo oypak... Buoamw, ewe kmo-mo 3nan...
Bouuen s, u matinux mom nawen. Policoess mam ovino... 30-
aoma, 3Hauum. Yhec s e2o. Yuien oanexo, u peuwun 8 maiize 3a-
mepsmocsi. Om Mazadana 0o Hawux Kpaes-mo OonbUle wecmu
mulcsiu Kuaomempos. B 2opode ceemumuocsi ne cman. Hy, nona-
uany 6 oepesHe OOM XOPOUULL ROCIPOUN, HCEHUNCS, Mbl POOU-
AACH, HCUAU XOPOULO, OPYIHCHO... A NOMOM UCNY2dacst U CloOd,
6 maiiey nooaics necHuxom. — Omey, 8351 KpYHcKy coendn euie



OOUH 210MOK, U NPOOONNCUN, — HAUWLAU, 8UOamb. XOmb U Aem
MHOo20 npoutno. He bpakonvepol mo dOvlau, me, umo 6 maitiee me-
Hs1 npuxeamuau. Hopmanvno mak co MHOU nozoéopuiu, He no
gene. Cnpawmeanu, 0om, mon, moii 20e. Tak st um u AsanHyn, ymo
MeEHSL MYym KaxcHa cobaka 3Haem, necHuk si. Toeoa oHu MeHs K
oepesy Npussi3anu, CMpensbHYAU 8 MeHst U CMOMAAUCH. /JOH 8bl-
CMpen Ycavixan, Ko MHe npuoexcan, 6epesKy nepezpols, OOHIOXAN
MeHs U K mebe, suoams, novexcan. A s Koii-kak oonons. —Omeu,
3aKpbLA 21a43A, NOMOMMAN, — 6Ce, OOUEHbKA, He Mo2y Doablte, Mbl
60M UMOo — Yxoou omciooa Hemeonsi. U3 ooma monvko Heod xoou-
Moe bepu, a ocmanvhoe 6poco. B dome ono npunpsmaro. Tym.
Jlona 6epu u yxoou cpasy, kak nompy... B usoywxy uou, é my,
Kyoa 6 nozanpownom 200e xoouau. Tam u dcusu, noka éce me
cmuxuem. U eom euwe... — omey, 8300XHYA MSAHCENO, NPEPLIBU-
cmo, — mebst modice 6e3 epouia-mo He ocmasun. Tam Hatideuto
HACNe0CMB0 C80e.

He 3nana ona nukozoa, umo ee omeu, ee 000Opblii nanouxa,
Moz Koeoa-mo Obimb npecmyntukom. .. Tonesxcan on mozoa euse
C 4aCoK, PYKY ee 8ce OMNYCKanv He Xomen, d NOMoM, 24a3d Ont-
KPblA, YAbIOHYACS ell U CKA3AA — 8Ce, DOUEHbKA, NPOuati, monb-
Ko coenaii mak, kak s eenen! — U ymep. Beponuxka mozoa mak u
He NOHsAA, Opedum omely, UAU 8ce KaK ecmb pacckasvieaem. He
NPUHSINA OHA €20 C108A 8cepbe3. A 3psi...

Iloxoporuna omua psioom ¢ AeCHUMECm8oM, NONAaKaad, no-
20pesana, 0a U OCMANAcCh JHCUNMb Mam, 20e NPUBLIKAA. ..



Beponuka siexana Ha KpoBaTH, isiasd B NOTONOK. Kak cTpan-
HO... ITox camoe yTpo e NpuCHWICA TaKOW SIPKUM, TAKOM OTYET-
JIMBBIIA COH, KaK OyaTO 3TO OBUIO HasBY. BeriomuHast TOT crpai-
HBII JIeHb, OHA Oy/ATO 3aHOBO ero nepesxwia. OHa He MorJIa Mo-
HATb TOJIBKO OIHOTO — novyeMy IIOH Torja He IMOBeJl ee K OTILY.
He nan eii moHATH, YTO eMy HEOOXOoquMa ee MoMoIb. MoXerT,
oH Oosuics 3a Hee? MOXeT, OH MOYYsUT 3arax 4yXuX JIoAed u
pelLuI, 4TO OTIly YK€ ITOMOYb HEJIb3sl, @ MEHS Ha/l0 OXPAHSTh,
cracatb oT HuX? Heyxenu codaku ymeoT gymarh?

['maga 2. JIOH

C ormackoii BBIIVISIHYB BO ABOp, BepoHuka Bce ke perniach
BBIITH 13 ToMa. Bokpyr Hukoro He Obuto. TummmnHa. Ecim He cun-
TaTh MPUBBIYHBIX 3BYKOB Taiiru. [IoOpoMB 1o JBOPY, OHA MOHSI-
na, nouemy JloH myctuin dyxakoB B oM. Psjgom c ero Oynkoii
B KyCTax BaJIsIJICS ITyCTOU MepIoBbii 6auioHynk. CTpaHHO, Kak
OH BOOOIIIE CMOT TOC/IE ITOTO TaK OBICTPO OMPABUTHCS, MOKET,
cymelt yBepHYThcs? XOTs, eciv Obl OH HAXOAWJICS B OYJIKE, TO OH
TaM ocTasicsi Obl HAZIOTO, U OAHAUTHI Obl YIIUIA COBEPIIIEHO CII0-
KOWHO, 11eJTlIMU 1 HeBpeTUMbIMU. BepoHuka Opocuiia B3IIIsi1 Ha
TO MECTO, TJie Jiexkaso Teyo youtoro JJoHom uenoBeka. Uto Te-
nepb ¢ HUM Jenath? Y BooOIe, uTo el Teneph JiesiaTh caMou —
obicTpo cobupartbest u yxoquth? Ho [loH He moiiner ceityac 0
TON M30YIIIKK, eMy HaJ0 HEMHOTO OKPEMHYTh, a MOTOM, 3a He
MOIJIM TIPOC/IeUTh. Beap TOT BTOpol GaHOWT yIien u OpomuT



I71e-TO MOOM30CTH, XOTSI, €CJIM OHHM HAIILTH 30JI0TO, TO OH JI0JI-
KeH ObITh yke Janeko. OcTaBanoch BBISICHUTH — HAIIUIM JIA OHU
TO, YTO UCKaJIH?

Beponuka Boruia B ceHu U ocMotpesiack. CeHr ObUT TIOUTH
HETPOHYTHIMHU. [la ¥ rIe TYT MOKHO YTO-TO cIIpATaTh? Bee Buj-
HO Ha npocseT! Beapa ¢ Bonon, HexuTpas KyxoHHas yTBapb. TyT
BOOOIIIE TOTOBHJTU TOJIBKO JIETOM. 3UMO# BCe TIPOUCXOIIIIO B JI0-
Me, TaM U KyXOHbKa MaJieHbKasi YCTPOeHa, U JOOpOTHasl Medb,
KOTOpasi 3MMOM U KOpMUT, u rpeerT. [leus... BepoHuka Bietena
B KOMHATY, [PEIBAPUTENIBHO 3aIlEPEB ABEPU CEHEW Ha 3aCOB, U
NpPUKpbUIA cTaBHU. B KoMHare crano HamHoro teMHer. Ho ato
nasxe yuine. He Oynet BUAHO € y/uIIbl, 4eM OHA TYT 3aHUMAETCS.
A TO, 4TO 32 HEW MOTYT CJIEANTh, OHA HE COMHEBasack. Eil jtyurie
OBl BOOOIIIE cervac mopeske u3 JomMa BeIXoauTh. [Toka He okpen-
Het ee BepHbid [oH. [lormague codaky, BepoHnka nomornuia k
NeyKe, U 3aJyMUMBO CMOTpsSl Ha Hee, noyecala 3aTbUloK. [ie?
['ne B neun MoxkHO ycTpouTh TalHUK? [loMHUTCS, OHa uMTana
OJHY KHMXKKY, UTO KAKOH-TO TaM TOXE HE OYE€Hb YECTHBIM I'PaXK-
JAHUH U3 HEJOPE3aHHBIX APUCTOKPATOB MPSITAN B IeYKe OpUsUIu-
aHTBI, KOTOpBIE CyMEJl YMBIKHYTh IIepeji pacKyiaunBaHueM. [la,
3aJjauka He U3 JIETKUX. BOT, IOMHUTCS, MBUIUCh OHU B TIEUKE,
Korja eie otel] OaHbKy Ha peuke He coopyawi. M mecra Tam
XBarajio uM ¢ Marepblo. Hago Obl missHyTh. MOXET, TaM, B Ka-
KOM-HUOY/Ib YTOJIKe U cripsiTaHo 30510T0? Vnu rae-HuOyap» Mex-
ny kupnuyamu? Hayio mpoctyuath 4to ... TonbKO BOT Kakou
3BYK JIOJUKEH ObITh BepoHnka e 3Hana. [myxoi mim Hao0opoT



3BoHKMI1? Ecnu mycroiiib, TO, HABEPHOE, IO3BOHYEE. . .

Beponuka BoOpy:xuiack KOJOTYIIKOM M CTasla IPOCTYKMUBATh
KaX/IBII KUPIIMYWK B IeYd. 3BYK ObLT Be3/ie OMUHAKOBBIA — TITy-
XOU M HU4eM He mpumevartesibHbli. JIoH ¢ TI0O0MBITCTBOM CMOT-
peJ Ha JeWCTBUSI XO3SIMKM, MHOT/IA TOXE MOCTYKUBasI, TOIBKO 00-
pyOKoM XBOCTa 00 JiepeBsHHBIN 1oj1. EMy, HaBepHOe, Ka3ajoch,
YTO €ro X03sKKa BO YTO-TO C HUM UrpaeT. BepoHuke Hamoeno
CTy4arTh 110 MeUYKe KOJOTYIIKOU, OHA OTJIOKHUIIA €€ B CTOPOHY, U,
OTOW/IS K CTOJTY, CeJia Ha JIaBKy. A 3aueM el BOOOIle HaJo 4To-
TO UCKaTh? — mogyMasia oHa. TOJBKO IS TOTO, YTOOBI YOS TUTHCS
B TOM, YTO 30JI0Ta B JIoMe OOJIbIIIE HET, 1 OHA MOXET CIIOKOWHO
ocTraBaTbCsl 3[1€Ch, U KUTh, Kak kuia npexae? Ho oren Bo cHe
CKazas ey, 4ToObl OHA yXOAWa. 3HAYUT, OH 3HAJI, YTO 30JI0TO
He Haiwm! Yto 3a yemyxa! YUrto 3Hauut — 3Han? OH ke ymep. U
HUYEro yXke 3HaTh HE MOXKeET!

Beponuka Bce ke 3aj1e3/1a BHyTpb I1€UKH, 00cIeioBaia Kax-
JBIA YTOJIOK, ¥ 9aCTh TPYObl, HO TAK HUYETO U He Hanuia. Beiies-
Jla OHa BCSl B cake, U Jaxe Hamyraiga ceoum BujaoMm [ona. On
clierKa peIKHYJI, HO TIOTOM, TIPU3HAB XO3SIMKY, C TPYJIOM BCTaI U
nofonies K Herd. OH JIM3HYJ €Ul PyKy ¥ 3alyMYMBO ITOCMOTpEJ el
B IJ1a3a, Oy/ITO MOHKUMAJI, YTO XO3MKA 3aHUMAETCsI OYeHb BaX-
HBIM JieIoM. BepoHuka He moliuia MbIThCSl Ha IBOP, OHA OMOJIOC-
HYJIaCh B HEOOJIBIIIOM Ta3y B CEHSIX M CHOBA YCEBIIUChH Ha JIAaBKY,
cTaja JyMaTb, T€ OTell MOT CIIPSTAaTh CBOM KJIaf. ..

Bech ieHb OHa j1a3asa 1o oMy, OObICKUBAsE KaX bl YTOJOK,
IIPY STOM, He 3a0bIBast CTABUTH BCE HA CBOM ITPUBBIYHBIE MecTa. U



BCKOpE HaBeJla B KOMHATE OTHOCUTEJIbHBIN NOPsAI0K. OHa BCIIOM-
HWJIA, 4TO YK€ HECKOJIBKO JIHEN HE NOoMMBaJIA (PUKYC, KOTOPBIU
BCer/a CTOsLI BO3Jie OKHa B Oosblnoi kaake. PUKyc, KCTaTu, TO-
’)Ke BaJISICS Ha TOJTy, U MOYTH MOJIOBUHA 3€MJIM ObljIa BHICHIINA-
Ha. OHa aKKypaTHO IpUKpbLIA 3eMJIEH OrOJIMBIIMECS KOPHU U
MIOCTaBUJIa €T0 Ha MPUBBIYHOE MECTO. 3eMJIs ObLTa CJMIIIKOM CY-
xasi, 1 BepoHuka pemmia nonuTh pacreHue. B3sB HeOOMbIION
KYBIIMHYMK, KOTOPHIM OHa BCET/a MOJIMBAJIA LIBETHI, CTOSBLINE
Ha OKHaXx, JIEBYIIKA MOJIUJIa OFPOMHBIN (PUKYC U ITOCTABUJIA KYyB-
IIMH Ha OKHO. ['epanb MOXHO OBLIO yKe He rmonuBath. Bee 1Be-
ThI ObUTM OE3BO3BPATHO UCTIOPYEHBI. [ OpITIKY pa3OUTHI, a JIUCThS
yXKe yCIesu MOYTH MOJTHOCTHIO 3aBsIHYTh. BepoHuka coOpaa ux
B BEJIPO U BhIHEC/IA U3 KOMHATHL. K Beuepy nouien goxapb, Kpyn-
HbIe KaruIi 330JI0MITH TI0 JKEeJIe3HOW KphIIie, B KOMHATE CTaJIO
COBCEM TEMHO, BepoHuKa 3a:KI71a KEpOCHHOBYIO JIaMITy M PELIH-
JIa IPUrOTOBUTH ceOe YTO-HUOY/Ab MOECTh, U MOKOpMUTSH [JoHa. C
yTpa y HUX BO PTY U MaKOBOW pocuHkH He Obuto. Keratu, [lony
HaJ0 OBUTO CHOBA JIaTh TAOJIETKy U 00padOTaTh PaHbI.

JleByIika opesasna xje0, MOYUCTHIIA TyKOBHILY, OTpe3aa Ky-
COK OBEYBETO ChIPa M HAJIWIA U3 KPBIHKH, CTOSABIIEW B CEHSX,
KPYKKY MOJIOKa. D10 ObLT ee ykuH. [JoHy OHa Hamsij1a B MUCKY
xJieba 1 3a1mia Bce 9TO MOJIOKOM. AnaGau coOaku BCEsHBIE,
U egAaT noutu Bce. OH C yAOBOJIBCTBUEM CheJl MPEAJIOKEHHbIN
€My YKUH, BbIJIU3aJI MUCKY U ITOOJIaroJapul XO3s1Ky, JIM3HYB ee
B HOC OIPOMHBIM PO30BBIM SI3IKOM. BepoHuka ynbiOHyIach, 1
JIACKOBO TOIIA/IMB IICa, CKa3aJa:



— Npems Ha nomnpaBky, Manpuuk. Ele 4yTh mopoxaem,
OKPpETHeIllb, U JBUHEMCS K JanbHel n3oymke. K TeTke B 1epes-
HIO COBAThCs CTPAIIHO — OAHIUTHI M TaM MOTYT MOsIBUThCSA. [la
Y 3a4eM ellle U ee MoJ yaap MOACTaBIATh? BOT TOIBKO Kak MHE
y3HaTh, 3a0pajii OHM TO, YTO UCKAIU? — OHAa OTHEC]a MyCTYIO
MHCKY B CEHH, TIOCTaBMJIA ee Tof] TaOypeTKy U ceJa.

W Tyt JIoH TsAXkeEno B3IOXHYJ, BCTal U nogouen K Hen. OH
BHUMATEJIbHO [TOCMOTPEJ €M B IJ1a3a, U CeJl PAIOM.

— Yt0? Yto THI X0uen? ['ynsares? Ha nBop?

Cobaka He IeNOXHYNACh.

— JlaBait TyT, B CeHsIX CBOM Jiena Jienai. Jlydine s yoepy 3a
TOOOM. § Tebst Ha IBOp HE BBHIMYIIY, U caMa He MOy, Jake ¢
PYKbEM.

KobGenb cHOBa mocmoTpen BepoHnke B 171a3a, TOTOM B3sUT €€
32 MOSCOK IUIaThs M MOTSHYJ K OKHy. BepoHuka ucmyraace.
['me-to B ryOuHe ee Tena BCe 3aJpOXKANI0 U 3aXBATUIIO IyX.
Heysxenu 3TOT Bropoit 6aHauT OPOIUT IIe-TO PSIIOM WA CTOUT
BO3JI€ TOTO OKHa, K KOTOpoMy ee TsaHeT JJoH? A BIpYr Ux BOBCE
He asoe? Bapyr ectb eme k1o-10? C 00HUM OHHU € JIOHOM Kak-
HUOYIb CIIPABATCS, a BOT C IByMsI UJIU C TPEMSI. ...

Ho neBy1iika ObICTpO YCIIOKOMJIACh, TaK Kak JJoH He pOosIBIIsI
HUKAKUX MPU3HAKOB OecriokoiicTBa. OH He CKYJIWII, HE phIUal,
a MPOCTO Jepkaj ee 3a MosC IIaThs M Tamui K okHy. Her! K
uxkycy!

— 3aueM Thl MeHS Tyja TaluIb? — crpocuia y cobaku Be-
POHMKA.



JloH OTmyCTHII ee IiaThe MOAOIIEN K OTPOMHOMY IIBETKY H,
9TO OBUIO CHJI, YIApUJI MO KaJKe rosioBoil. GuKyc CHOBA yIal.
3emuis pacceinanach U TyT BepoHuka yBujena, 4tTo BHyTPH €CTh
elle OJIMH ropiiok! 3HauMTeIbHO MEHbIIIe, YeM cama Kajka!

—boxe! Jlon! Kak xe s He goraganiace panbiie? A 314 JiBa ae-
Ouna, Be/ib IoUTH 1o0pauch o nean. Ho... A, Moxer, 51 omm-
6atocs? M Tam Huuero HeT? Majsio i 4yTO MOXET MPUNATH Ha YM
cobake? JIoH 06ukeHO 3apbluai, OTBEpHYJICS OT BEpoHHKY 1 T10-
11eJ1 Ha CBOIO MOACTUIKY. OH Jier, U, MOJI0KUB TOJIOBY HA JIallbl,
cTaJ1 HAOJII0AATh 32 ACHCTBUSIMM XO3SIMKU.

JleBylika nojponuia K OKHY, 33ABUMHY/IA IITOPbL. TO xe OHa
c/ienajia U ¢ OCTaJIbHIMU IByMsi OkHamu. [Iputyiimia cBeT ke-
POCHHKH, U, B35IB B PyKH HOX, CTajJla OCTOPOKHO BBITACKUBATh
rOpIIOK u3 Kaaku. Eif He X0Tenoch MOPTUTH IIBETOK, HAJIO OBLIO
OCTaBUTh BCE TaK, KaK €CTh, YTOOBI OAHAUTHI HE OTraJaIiCh, IJIe
OBILJIO 30JI0TO, ¥ €CTh JIM OHO Tam?

Haxkomer1, ei1 ygasioch BHITAIUTh TIMHSHBINA Topiiok. OHa 1o-
CTaBWJIA LIBETOK PSAAOM M 3arIsiHY/IAa HA JHO IEPEBSHHOM KalyIil-
ku. Tam 4yTtO-TO Jexano. Memiok. Meliok ObLT CTappIM U pBa-
HBIM, C MOATEKAMM BOJIbI, Be[lb (PUKYC MHOT'O JieT nouBaiu. Be-
POHHMKA B35J1aCh PYKOW 3a BEPEBKY, CTSTMBAIOIIYI0 MEIIOK, HO
MOAHATH €ro He cMoria. OH ObLI TskebiM. Torma oHa B3siia Bce
TOT K€ HOX, ¥, OTPE3aB BEPEBKY, PacKpblia Kpasi MOJOTHSIHOIO
Memka. OH OblJI HAIlOJIHEH MaJIeHBKMMM, TOYHO TAKMMH JKE Me-
movkamu. MemmouykoB Obuto MHOTO. OHa B3slJ1a OJTUH, pa3Bs3aia
BEPEBKY U BHICHINAIA HA PYKY COAEPKUMOE. DTO OBUIO 30JI0TO.



30JI0TOM TIECOK. . .

Beponuka ¢ ynuBieHuem cMoTpesia Ha epeuBaIoIIMeECs PU
TYCKJIOM CBET€ KePOCHHOBOH JIaMITbl 30JI0ThIE MECYUHKU U HE
3HaJIa, YTO €i Terephb CO BCEM 3TUM JIeNaTh. ..

— Hy, lon, 11 faems! OTKyna THI-TO y3HAII, TAE OTEL] 30J10TO
cpAran?

JIOH KOKETIMBO B3BU3THYII, U, U30THYB MOIIIHYIO II€10, OTBEp-
Hysics oT BepoHuku. DT0 OH Tak ¢ Hell 3aurpeiBai. OH OYeHb
JIIOOWJI, KOTJIa ero XBaJIWJIM, BIIPOYeM, Kak M Bce COOaKH, Ja u
HE TOJIBKO cOOaKu!

[naBa 3. VYAACTKOBBIN

Beponuka sierna ciath. Beia yxe rirybokast HOUb, U, HECMOT-
psI Ha TaKOe KOJIMYECTBO COOBITHIA, HAJIO OBUIO XOTh HEMHOT'O OT-
JNOoxHYyTb. KTO 3HaeT, Koraa cHOBa IBATCA 3TU ypoAdbl. To, 4To ux
ObLIO HE /IBOE, OHA YK€ MOHSUIA. DTO IECTePKH, a 3arpaBiisii
uMH KTO-TO mokpy4e. Ho cam oH cioga Hoc He coBan! U eme
€e MyYMJIO OTHO OOCTOSITEIbCTBO. [loueMy OHM SIBHUTHCH 32 30-
JIOTOM TOJIbKO JIETOM, a He 3UMOIA, cpa3y Tociie youiicTBa otia?
BorpocoB ObIJIO Tak MHOTO, YTO B TOJIOBE BCE TEepPEeMeIaoch.
Eciv oHM y3HaIM, 4TO OTEL, TOT YENOBEK, KOTOPBIN YKpaJI 30J10-
TO, [TIOYEMY Cpa3y He MPUIILIU B JOM U HE MOIBITAIUCH C €TO «II0-
MOIIbIO» 3a0paTh «CBOE»? 3HAUUT, OHU COMHEBAJIUCH B TOM, UTO
OTel UMEHHO TOT 4esioBeK. OHM y3Ha/IM, YTO OTELl CTaJl JIECHU-
KOM, HO ITPOLIO CTOJBKO JieT! M TOT yenoBek — naxaH, ymep yxe



20 net Ha3aa. Yro 3a ronoBosiomka? KTo-10, KpoMe oTIia, Torjaa
MOZIC/TYINAJ PAa3rOBOP U BUIUMO OTCHMXKUBAJI CBOM CPOK. Tenepnb
BBIIIES U CTAll UCKaTh. A KOIJlJa UMEHHO OH BBIIIEN, U CKOJIBKO
JIET YIUIO HA MOUCKU YEJIOBEKA, YHECILETO 30J10TO, KOTOPOE UM,
KCTaTH, TOXe He MPHUHAAJIekalo, BepoHuke ObUIO HEM3BECTHO.
Bot u nymaii Teneps — 4be Tenepb TO 30JI0TO — TOTO MEPTBO-
IO IIPECTYITHUKA, OTLA, WIXA 3TOr0, HEU3BECTHOTO €1 YesloBeKa?
KT0 no cripaBenMBocTy JOMKEH UM BianeTh? [leBynika 3Hana
TOYHO TOJIBKO TO, YTO 3TO 30JI0TO, KOTJA-TO OBUIO YKPAJEHO C
MPUKCKA, U TPUHA/JIEKANIO M0 MpaBy TOJbKO rocygapctBy. Ho
W/ITH C 3TUM MEIIKOM B MIJIUIIHUIO €/ COBCEM He XOTeNOCh. .. [lo-
Kas3bIBail MOTOM, 4TO Thl He BepOmmon! Torma uto nenats? 305ota
MHOT'0, MOXET, B35ITh HECKOJIBKO MEIIOYKOB, COOpAThCs, U TO-
THXOMY CMOTAThCSI B CBOIO JAJTHHIOI U30YIIIKY, O KOTOPOW HUKTO
He 3Ha1? 710 onacHO! OHM MOTYT MPOCEANUTh, KyJa OHa UJET.
Xors... [loka JloH ¢ Hel, el 6oATbCcs ObUTO Heuero. OH movyeT
yyxakoB. U cpa3y craHer sicHO — ciiefsT 3a Heil win Het. Mim
UIITH K TeTKe B fepeBHIo? OHa naBHO 3Bana ee K cede. CKObKO,
MOJI, MOHO JKUTh B JIECY, KaK OTIIETbHUIE. A TYT ¥ MOJIO/IbIE
JIIO/IU, 3aMYXK YK, [IO[I1, [TOPa BBIXOAUTh. A B JIECY CBOEM, I7I€ ThI
Myxuka Haizenns? [IpaBa terka. B necy ona, kpome GaHAUTOB
HU OJTHOT'O MOAXO/SAIIEro My>KHKa ellie He BcTpevana. [la v He 10
MYXKUKOB efl ceituac! Pa3zoOparbcsi Obl B TOM, UTO MPOUCXOIUT,
Y 4TO JeJIaTh AaJibliie!

Her, k tetke onacHo! OHM, HaBEpHSKA yKE €€ BBIYMCIIUIIN.
Moxer, naxe 3acamy TaM ycrpoAr. [IoMmaior 1 HeBeCTh UToO cae-



JIAl0T cO MHOM, TyMana Beponurka. Beixosa ObUT OIH — 3aTauTh-
csl B IaibHel u30yIIKe ¥ CUaeTh. TOMBKO BOT CKOJIBKO CHJIETH?
Otua BoH, yepe3 20 et Hauwm. I MeHs HaiayT. Xoyelllb, He
X0uellb, a MPUAETCS B MIWIMLMIO UATH. Bpems ceituac HeEXopo-
miee. .. [lepectporiiku Bcsikue, repeesisl. PaHbiiie Bce OBLIO SICHO
Y TIPOCTO, A TENEPb, HE 3HACIIIb, YEro KIaTh. .. [log 31 MbICH,
r1a3a y BepoHuky Hayaim camnaTthes U OHa 3acHys1a. B komHare
ObLJIO TEMHO U TUXO, BO3JIE €€ KPOBATH, IPUMOCTHUJICS €€ BEpHBbIiA
crpax [lon. OH pemu ObITh K Hel MOOIMKE, YTOOBI €ro JIIoOH-
MO XO34MKE HUYETO HE YIPOKAJIO. ..

YTpom Beponuka npocHyack ot psika JJona. OHa Bckouwia,
CXBaTuJa pyxbe U crajia kaarb. Ho TyT oHa ycibliiana oTaaneH-
HBI pOKOT MoTopa. K 3aMMke mombesxkana mailivHa. 3ByK He
OBbLT MOXOX Ha UX crapeHbkuil YA3. 3Haunt, 310 He CeMEHBIY
— MECTHBII MacTep, KOTOPbIH JIOJKEH ObUT MPUTHATH € OTIIOB-
CKYyI0 MalllMHYy, KOTOpasi Bcerjaa jomManack. [Ja 1 He 3Hasa oHa
yXke, 4To C Hel Aenath — otaarte CeMéHbIUy uTO Jib? [lycTh Ha
3aI9acTé pa3oupaer.

OHa TUXOHBKO BHIIILIA B CEHU Y YBUEJIA MAIIUHY YYaCTKOBO-
ro. BepoHuka c oGnierdyeHuem B3/10XHYJ1a, HO ABEPb CPa3y OTKPbI-
BaTh HE CTaJjla, MaJIo Jii 4T0? VI3 MalllvHbl BIIIE MOJIOION MU-
JIMIIMOHEP, COBEPILICHHO HE MOXOKMUHU Ha UX y4yacTKoBoro [lerpa
['puropreBuua. Moxer, 3a6onen? Wnu yBonuics?

Beponuka crosiia Mosya, v npukasaia Moadath Jony. Cko-
pee BCero, 310, KOHEYHO, MUJIMLIMOHED, HO KTO €ro 3HaeT? Bapyr
OaH/IUT TepeoeThIN ?



B nBepp nocryvyanuce. BepoHuka, HEMHOIO MOAyMaB, BCE ke
pelniIa OTO3BaThCA.

— Kt0 Tam? — cripocuina oHa.

— 41 Baill HOBBIM y4acCTKOBBIA. 30BYT MeHsI Buktop AJiekcaH-
aposud. $1 U3 ropona npuiexain. Byay Tenepb y Bac padbotaTs.

— Ara! — ¢ yememko#n ckazana Beponuka, — Tak 51 Tebe u mo-
Bepuia! e crapeiit ygacTkoBblid? JJoOKyMEHTHI TOKaKH, ¥ BOOO-
11e, NpoBaJIMBai OTCI0Ja, Yy MeHs Bce Xopowo! 1 Mumuimio He
BbI3bIBaJIa! — BBIKPUKHY/IA OHA U [IOH, B 3aBepIlleHMH Auajora
XO3(MKHU YIpOKaoLIe 3apblyall.

— HopmasteHo, roopute? Hy, Toraa s noexaii, ko, Bam most
NOMOIIIb He HykHa! BynpTe ocropoxHbl TobKO! B paiioHe mo-
SIBIJTUCH OETJIble TIPECTYIMHUKU.

— W muoro nx? Coexano-to?

— Tax u Gynem u3-3a IBepy pa3roBapuBaTh? — CIIPOCKIT MUAJTH-
oHep. — Jlpyras xo3siika Obl yke B IOM MPUIJIACUIIa, KBACKOM
Hanowsa. sKapa-To, BoH kakad! [la u BoHb y Bac Tyt Ha nBope
KyTKas. ..

— [opoitnu Omuxke! — ckomannoBana Beponuka. — I1pocyHb
CBOM JTOKYMEHTHI MO/l IBEPb, s IPOUTY U BepHY. A Ha TebOs u3
OKHa MOCMOTPIO.

— Buxy, y Te0s1 neBuiia coBceM He Bce B nopsiake! Ho ymo-
CTOBEPEHHUE CBOE 1 HUKOMY B PYKH HE J1al0, HE MOJIOKEHO!

— Hy, nanno, npoxonu, oH, mecto! — BepoHuka OTKpbLia
JBEPDb U BIYCTUJIA MUJIUIIMOHEPA B CEHU.

[locne TmiarenbHOro n3y4deHus yooCTOBEPEHN ], IEBYIIKA, Ha-



KOHCII, IMpUIjlacujia y4aCTKOBOIO B KOMHATY.

JlOH HEOXOTHO OTOIIIEN OT XO3SIMKHU U JIET Ha CBOIO MOJICTUJIKY .
MunuimoHsep npouies B KOMHary.

— Cagurech, kKonb npunum! — ckazana Beponuka, He paccra-
BASICh C PYXKbEM.

— Pyxbe-To moctaBb Kyga-HuOyas. BoH y Te0s kakas oxpa-
Ha. — 3acMesICsl MOJIOJIOW MapeHb-y4aCTKOBBIN.

— Hy, yero Hano? — cHOBa cripocuiia JEBYIIKA, MOJIOXKUB Py-
b€ Ha TMOJL.

— A pa3Be MpeXHUM YYaCTKOBBIM K BaM HE HaBeJbIBaJICA? —
YAUBWJICS] HOBBIW.

— Yro emy TyT Aenarb-to? — [loTOM Bce ke co3Hanach, — Ha-
BeIbIBasICs, 10 Apyx0Oe. C otiiom apyxwi. U mens Oeper.

— C oTiioM pyxwui, ropopuiiib? [laxe, HECMOTpsl Ha TO, UTO
0ars1 TBOM B MPOIILIOM CUJE?

— Bce Tb1 3Haems! [la, 3Has1 OH O ero rpexax, BUAHO. MHe
HUYEro He TOBOPWJIM, OTELl TOJIBKO MEPE]l CMEPTHIO CKa3aJl.

— Tak kTo otnia TBoero yomn? Tak U He HaILIM MPECTYIHU-
KOB?

— Bpakonbepni! KT0 %) erie! — 6oiiko orBeTmiia BepoHuka.

— A s neno nocmotpen. Her tam Hudero. [imyxaps! HukTo Tak
Y HE Hallle]l TeX TBOMX.

— A 0TKyja 3HaeTe, 4yTo UX IBOe ObLIO.

—Tak B nenie HanmcaHo. [la TH X U CKa3ajia TOrAa y4acTKOBO-
My, 4T0 uX Boe Obuto! C TBOMX CJIOB. ..



— Mauo, uro s ropopwia! Kak ckazan orer| nepej cMepThbio,
Tak U 5 ckazana. A rie aand [lers-to? Ha nencuro ymen? — cripo-
cuia Beponuka. — Bpone paHo emy ere.

— Younu ero! — ckazaj HOBBI yYaCTKOBBIN M CHSLT (DypPakKKy.

Beponuka nouyBcTBOBaa JIETKOE T'OJIOBOKPYKEHUE, €1 CTAIO
He 0 ceOe. DTO CTpax MOAKATHIBAJ K TOPITY, a TIOTOM OITyCKaJICSI
HIKE, KyJIa-TO B PalioH keyaKa. A TojioBa Iibljia cama 1o cebe,
OT Tiepen30bITKa COOBITHI 1 yXKacaroleid MHPOpMalIvH. . .

— A KT10? — eJie Hailis B ceOe cuJibl, cripocriia BepoHuka.

— Jla BoT moka uimieM. .. K Te6e oH, kpacapwiia, exaut... Marm-
Ha €ro Ha JJOpore CTosijia, a OH K JIEPEBY MPUBSI3AHHBIA U MEPT-
BbIi. BeicTpesn onuH, B cepatle!

— 3HaIo s, KTO 370 0bUI. OIHOIO TOJIBKO.

— Bo-ot! He 3ps, BunHO, 3aexan. PacckaspiBaii, 4to y TeOs
TYT HpoucxoauT. BoH cobOaka Bcst u3paHeHa, U Thl APOKHUIIb, KaK
OCHHOBBI JIUCT OT KaXA0ro 1mopoxa. TobKo MpaBy JaBail ro-
BODHU.

— Yro 3Hato, TO 1 ckaxy! — BepoHuka Bcrana, mofomuia K 0y-
ety u mocrana uz-3a cTeksa cpaBky 00 OCBOOOKACHUHN, MEPT-
Boro 6anauTa. OHa OTJala €e MUJIMIIMOHEPY U MOJOIILIA K JIBe-
pu.

YuacTKOBBI MPOYEST CIPaBKY ¥ yOpaJl B KOXKaHYIO TArKy, Jie-
’KaBIIYIO Ha cTosie. 1 BOMPOCUTENbHO MOCMOTPEJT Ha JIEBYIIIKY:

— Ortkyna cripaBka?

— TsI roBopm1 BoHsET BO ABOpe? Hao 3Ty CBUHBIO 3aKOIaTh
WJIM YBE3TH K BaM.



— Kaky1o cBUHBIO? — HE TIOHSIJT yYaCTKOBBIH.

— Bon oH, MepTBbIii 32 3a00pom sexuT. [oH ero... 3ane3nmm
OHHM KO MHe B oM. [IBoe ux Obuto. [To ciepam noHsna. Dtoro
JloH 3arpsi3, yxe paHeHblid. OH ero 3aToYKOM 3ape3arh XoTel. A
JpYroii, Bce B JIOMe MepeBepHy u coexan. Bor u Bce, Oomblie
HUYEro He 3HAIO.

— A ThI rIe ObUIA, KOTJIa 3TO BCE TIPOUCXOAUIIO?

— B raiire. I'puOb1 cobupana, cuiku cmortpena. Ecth-To Ha-
JI0 4TO-TO. §l KUBHOCTb HE IEPKY. A MOCIEAHIOK OBILY, Y HAC C
JloHoMm ¢ Henemo Haza yranma. Bonku, Bugats. Criesibl ObLTH
BUJIHBL. TOJIBKO pa3MbIThle, MOXET, U cOOaKa.

— UYro ke JloH ¢ HUMH He pa3oOpascs? — YAbIOHYICA MIIU-
LIMOHEP, — OH K€ BOJIKO/AAB.

— Ilocne cmepTH OTLA, OH OT MEHS ¥ OT JOMa HE OTXOJIHT.

— Tak 4TO *e ThI B Taliry OffHa Xoausa, 6e3 Hero?

— 51 naneko He OTXOXY M pyKbe y MeHs Bceraa ¢ codoi. Koro
MHe ObIJIO 00AThCS, Kpome 3Bepeit? A JloH mom oxpanst. 51 ero
Ha I11eTTh He Cakalo, OH, CJTH, YTO MOYYeT, IPUOEKHUT Ha TIOMOIIIb.
YMHBII OH y MEHS.

— CHauasna NoKaxu 3aTOYKYy, NOTOM MORAEM TPyl CMOTPETb.
Hla noeny 3a 3KcrepraMu U TPyHOBO3KOH. MOxeT, co MHOM TO-
enenb?

— A 2710 enie 3a4em?

— Ha 60s13H0 MHe TeOsl OCTaBIATh TYT. BApyr TOoT BTOpOi
saButcs? Ciyiai, a YTo UM Hago-To ObLIO?

— A K710 uXx 3HaeT? MoXeT, IIOKUBUTLCS YEM XOTEIU, MOXET,



TOJIO/IHBIE.

— Hy, Tbl TOrJa B I0ME 3aMpUCh, ¥ HUKYJA 10 MOETO IIpUe3aa
He BbIxomu. IloHsma?

— Ionsina, e nypa! 4 tak u cugena B nome. Ky, noka Jlon
B CHJIy BOMZET. A C HUM MHE HUYEro He CTPAILIHO.

— A ecimu ero noacrpensat? He mymana 06 atom?

— A 3auem um 3107

— N3 mectu. ToT-T0, BTOpOU BUEN, KaK [oH C ero IpyKKoM
pacrpaBUJICSL.

— Hy, Bot 1 HenoBagHo Oyner!

— BonsHO THI Xpabpasi! YyactkoBoro-To yommm! Yto-T1o oHn
TYT BO3JI€ TBOETO JIOMa KPY:KaT, HEMOHATHO MHE!

— A KTO UX 3Haer! — OmyCTUB IJ1a3a, cKkazaia BepoHuka.

— 3uMoii, Korja oTIa yOwiIu, Thl HUKOTO B Taiire He Bujesa?
K tebe croma He npuxonuu?

— Her! [Iymaio, 4T0 9TO MpoCTO 3a/IeTHbIE OPAaKOHbEPHI ObLITH.

— A g tak He gymao! [Touepk onuH. OTLA TBOETO U y4aCTKO-
BOTO, OJIMHAKOBO yOuBayu. K nepeBy nmpuBsizanu, a moToM. . .

— Bce, xBatut Bony B cryIe Tosous! E3xkait 3a ceBoumu. A To
MIOKa TyJa JOe/elllb, ToKa 00paTHO, TeMHeTh HauHeT. KoHelr aB-
rycTa yxe, a He UIOHb. YK€ K CeMU Bedepa CyMEpPKH HaJIBUTAI0T-
csl, a B IEBATH XOTbh [JIa3 BHIKOJIU !

— boiikas Tel ieBKa, Kak s nocmotpio! Bee. [ons, moexarn .
Hepxuch TyT! A motom perum, 4to ¢ Todou Aesath Oyaem. Hamo
TeOs1 KyZla-To U3 Jieca nepecenstb. Heyxenu ofHol He CKyYHO?

— [a, npuBsIkIa 5 yxe!



— Teneps onacHo. Bee. §I mocrapatock modsicTpee 00epHyTh-
cs! — yYaCTKOBBIM CeJl B MAIIMHY U yeXaJl.

Beponuka nocrosiia 4yTh BO3Jie KPbUIbIIA, TOTOM OBICTPO BbI-
Bena JloHa Ha IBOp M CHOBA 3aKpbliack B joMe. Eil Obu10 cTparii-
HO, MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY cTpailiHO. MOXeT, 3psi OHa He CKa3ajla emy
npo 3on0to? Her. Eme pano. Hano noHATs, 4TO 3a (PpYyKT 3TOT
HOBBII y4acTKOBBIA. M pazoOparbest ¢ TeM, Kak ObUTM CBSI3aHBI
oren| 1 asanapka [1eérp. Moxer, otel pacckasas emy Mpo 3010T0?
U kax Terneps y3Haelb 00 3ToM, Korjga 06a OHU MEepPTBbI?

— Ou, mamouku! — 3artakana Beponuka. — Hy, u Bisnanace
*e 51 B ucropuio! Yto xe MHe jenath-1o Teneps? [lomorn MHue,
['ocriogu, crpaiiHo-TO Kak! — nmpuunTasia BepoHuka, 3akpbiBast
JBEPU U CTABHU B JIOME.

I'maBa 4. MUTBKA

Bech nen» Beponuka nipocuyena B jome. Eii ObIJIO HEBBIHO-
CUMO CKYYHO, OHA IIPUBBIKJIA K BOJE, a TYT... CHIM CUIHEM U
HUKYJIa He BhICOBBIBaiicst! XoTs, eii ObUIO 0 YeM MogyMarh. DTOT
HOBBII YYACTKOBBIM €€ 03aJaunjl. Yexas, TaK HUYero u He cKa-
3aB. Tor, kotoporo youn IloH, OblT HE OETIIBIi, CIpaBKa-To 00
0CBOOOXIeHNU ecTh. [IpaBia, oHa Moria ObITh TIOIAETBHON. A
BOT BTOPOIii, BTOPOI Mor cOexarb. [la 1 He cKJ1aabpIBasioch y Hee
HUYero B rojiope. He Mornm qBa 3tv MyXkuKa npojesaTth Takon
MyTh — UCKATh OTHA LieJbiX 20 JIeT u3-3a KaKOro-To Tam 30J10Ta,
KOTOpOEe YKpalii Tak JaBHO. CKOJBKO MM JIET-TO TOraa Obuio?



[To 25?7 Cnumkom mononsl. I BepoHuka crienana coBepilieHHO
NIPABWJILHBINA BBIBOJI, YTO OBUT KTO-TO TPETHUH, TOT, KOTOPHIA BCEM
9TUM 3arpabJisil. BoT oH u cOesxai1, HaBepHOe. A 3TU JBOE — 111e-
CTEpKHU.

BepoHuka OCTOpOXHO BBIIVISIHYJIA B ILEIb MEKAY CTaBHS-
mu. Bo nBOpe Bce OBUIO CHOKOWHO — HUKOrO M Hu4ero. Kak
CKBO3b 36MJII0 POBAJIMJIMCH! Belb OHM He HaILIM 3010TO. 3Ha-
YUT, I0JKHBI IPUMATH CHOBA. EC/IM OHM yBEpEeHbI, UTO OHO CHpsI-
TaHO B AoMe. HeT, 310, KOHEUHO, XOpOIIIO, YTO OAHAMTHI OOJIbIIE
HE NOSBJISIJIUCH, TPOCTO CTPAHHO KaK-TO... M 4TO Tenepp eu je-
natb? Yxoauth? Tak xuth OGosnblie Henb3st. Hano nonaBarbes k
TETKE WIW YXOAUTH JJaJblIe B TalTy, TyJa, e €€ HUKTO HUKOT1a
He Haiijer. Eif ObUto MHTEpPEeCHO, BHIUUCIIVIIN JIM OaHIWUTHI TET-
Ky. Berancmmm. Cropee Beero! Ecm yOusm y4acTKoBOro, KOTO-
pblid ObLT CBSI3aH C OTLIOM KPETIKOM U JOJIToi JpykO00i, 3HAUUT,
Y POJHIO TOXe yXe rmacyT. Kak Obl ¢ TETKOI He CIIy4rIoch Yero!

W e1ie oHa He 3HaNA, YTO Tenepb JAearh ¢ «(pukycom». Ocras-
JISITh €10 371€Ch, KaK BeJIesI e OTell, WM YHECTH ¢ cobor? MoskeT
cosHatbcs yuactkoBomy, YTO uckanmu Oerbie y Hee B jome? U
oT/aTh ero ot rpexa? MbIC/b-TO MpaBUIbHASA, TOJIBKO BOT OTELl
PO 3TO HUYEro er He roBopuii. OH BeJies1 el MPOCTO YUTH, IPO
coady 30J10Ta B MIJIMIMIO HEe ObLIO U pevd. 3HA4YUT, OH OOsiI-
Csl, 4TO €€ MOT'YT IIPUBJIEYb K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 34 €T0 MPOLUIbIE
I'PEXU.

Beponuka Hanma cede B KpyKKY BOJIbI, CeJla B CEHSIX Ha CKa-
MeeUKy 1, HaOJTio/1as1 32 y9aCTKOM Tepe[] IOMOM, C YIOBOJIbCTBH-



eM Hanwiachk. Boma B ux kosojme Obl1a oueHb BKycHOW. Huka-
koro yat He Hajgo! K Heu B cenu Bbiien [JJoH u cen psaaoMm.

— Toxe nuTh Xouenb? — crpocuia ero BepoHuka.

JIoH MONOXUJ el Ha KOJEHUW OrPOMHYI0 Oellylo TOJIOBY U
B3JIOXHYJL.

— IloHATHO — X0uemb Ha ABOP. UTo ) nouuin. TOIbKO pyKbe
npuxsauy!

JleBylllka BEpHYJIach B KOMHATY, B3sla PyXbe€, U, OTKPbHIB
JBEPb, BBITYCTHIIA COOAKY Ha y/IHUITy. A cama ocTajlach CTOSITh Ha
KPBUIBLIE, IEPKA PYKbE HATOTOBE.

Ho, cnasa Bory, Bce o6onutock, JIoH cienan CBou Jiena v J10-
BOJIbHBIN M0OEXKaJ K JIOMY, HO BIPYT, PE3KO OCTAHOBUJICS U T10-
BE€JI HOCOM B CTOPOHY nojyiecka. [1oTom elie HEMHOTO MOCTOsLT
U IpuOeKas K XO35MKe.

Beponuka Obuta 03agaueHa Takum rosegenueM lona. OH He
pbluaji, MPOCTO NOHI0Xa Bo3ayX. YTo 310 Momio o3Hauyath? [1o-
qysiT Kakoro-HUOyab 3Bepsi? M nmpocto u3 mobdonbitctBa? Ho
coOaka OoJbIlie He BhIpaXkaja HUKAKOTO OecIOKOMCTBa. YCIo-
komnach U BepoHuka. OHa 3aKkpbula 3aJBUKKY ABEPH, €IlE pa3
IIpOBEpUJIa CTAaBHU OKOH U Tonuia 3a JJoHOM B KOMHATY.

Bimxke k Beuepy [JoH HaCTOpOKUIICS, U Yepe3 KaKOe-TO BpeMst
Beponuka cama ycapimana rys Mmotopa. K gomy nogsexanu ase
MamuHbl. OHa Oblla MaIlIMHOW YYaCTKOBOTO, @ BTOPAsi YTO-TO
Bpoze MequIHCKoU. TpynoBo3ka — nonymaina Beponuka, u ee
niepeaepHyJio. OTKpbIB ABEPh U OCTaBUB JlOHA B JOME, JEBYIIIKA
BBIIILJIA BO JIBOP HABCTpedy MUJIMIIMOHEpaM. VX ObUTO Tpoe.



— XopoIio, 4To J0 TEMHOTHI yCIlejd, — cKazajia BepoHuka
Bukropy.

— Bort, npuBe3 3KCnepToB, ceryac 3auJeM B JOM, MOKaKelllb,
IJ/1e Jiexas TPy, U Kak Bce Obuto. 3psi Thl TYT Bce yOpaua!

— Ara! A kak mue TyT ®KuTh-T0? TYT BCe mepeBepHyTO Obl-
JI0, KPOBHIIM MOPE, U TIOKOWHUK. .. A ecjii Obl BBl HE TIprexam?
Bri3Bath-TO 5 Munuimio He Moria. JIoH paHeH ObL1, BTOPO# OaH-
ot coexan. ATty 1o nepeBHU MEeIIKoM, a OTOM elle 10 pai-
HEHTpa J0OUPaThCs — BepHAsi CMEPTH!

— Ja nagHo yx! Yopaia, Tak yopasa, poCcTo MOKaXu, Kak Bce
ObLIO.

Beponuka nokasaia, rje Jjiexkaai MepTBbId MyXUK U COOaKa.
Pacckazasia, 4To CTOJ 1 JTaBKM ObUIY MIEPEBEPHYTHI, 4 B JIOME ObLI
KyTKHIA Oecriopsiiok. Jlaxke B MOATION JIA3WIM U BCEe TaM Tiepe-
BEPHYJIU BBEPX THOM !

—Tonpko g B MoANosa He ja3ana, TEMHO TaM. Tak, MIsHyJa
TOJIBKO.

— Bot 1 oT71MYHO, MBI TaM TOXE TOPadOTaeM, MOXKET, TTaTbUH-
KM KaKue COXpaHWINCh Tjie. A Thl, — oOpamasch kK Beponuke, —
ceiyac JIydilie B IoMe NoCcuAU. Mbl TaM €O KMYPUKOM I1OKa pa3-
Oepemcs. — Ckazay OMH U3 KCIIEPTOB-KPUMHUHAIUCTOB.

Beponuka oTKpbuUIa MOANON, U OAWH U3 HE3HAKOMbBIX €l MU-
JIMLIMOHEPOB 3aJie3 TyAa. pyrou crosn BMecte ¢ BUKTopom Bo3-
Jie NokorHUKa. OHM JI0JITO O YEM-TO NIEPEroBapyuBaIiCh, (poTo-
rpacupoBasid, MOTOM MOJAOUUIA K APYrod MalllMHE U BbI3BAJIU
JIBYX 3/I0POBBIX MYKUKOB. Te BBIIIUIA C HOCWUJIKAMH, MEPETOKU-



JIM Ha HUX TeJIo, 3aJBUHYJIM UX B MAIlIUHY U yexaiau. BepoHuka,
HaOogABIIAst 32 BCEMU MAHUIYJISAIMSIMUA U3 OKHA, OOJIETYeHHO
B3JIOXHYJIa ¥ BBIIILIA HA JIBOP.

BukTOp ¥ TOT, C KOTOPBIM OH CTOSLT BO3JIE YOUTOTO, CU/IENU B
MaIlliiHe U Kypuiii. A TOT, 4TO IIAPHUJI B TIOATIOJNE, CTOSLT, OOJIOKO-
TUBIIIKCH HA KANOT MAIIUHBI, ¥ 33yMYMBO OCMATPUBAJ OKPECT-
HocTU. BepoHuka nojonuia K HUIM U CIIpoCHIa:

— Hy, 1 yto Hanum?

— MBbl, KpacaBuIa, HUYEro He Hauii. TOJIbKO NaJIburKU CHSI-
JM. A Thl HAM cerlyac CBOY OCTaBHUIIb.

— B KomMHaTe MOMX TMOJIHO, a BOT B MOATIOJE OOJIbIIIE OTel] Obl-
Bas1. Ero nmasnblieB TaM MHOTO, a 5 Ty/1a ¢ IeTCTBA 00s1J1ach J1a3aTh.
[TpaBaa, marsl yxe OOJblIile TMOMYroga HET B KUBBIX.

— XOpoIIo TBOM MECUK 3TOrO IpakJaHWHA OTaenajl. Tonbko
OTKMHYJICA M BOT Te pa3! I1laHCOB BbUKUTH He ObLIO coBceM. [la-
ke eciu Obl 3T0 TIpU Tede pousonuio. [lomous emy yke Henb3s
OBLIIO.

— Anabau cepne3nble codaku. — Cormacmiack Beponuka. —
Bujiena Kak-To, Kak OH € BOJIKOM pazjiesiajicsi — CeKyH/1a U Bce. ..

— Thl, BOT UTO, 3asIBJIEHME HAM HATMIIIHY, KaK TIOJI0KEHO, & Mbl
€ro K Jie/ly MPUIIIbEM.

— K kakomy eme aeny? — yausuiiach Beponuka.

— Kak k kakomy? K youiicTny.

— $1 HuKOTO He yOuBaa.

— Jla HeT, ThI HAITMIIN, KaK ThI BOIILJIA B JIOM, 4 TaM. .. B o0mem
cama 3Haerb. ['padexa He ObuT0. B 1oMe HUdero He mpormnaio?



— Her. Huuero.

— 3ayem xe OHU NPUXOAWIN? — 3aAyMUYMBO Npou3Hec Buk-
TOP.

— Ioxparb Hamm Obl ¥ yuuid. Jla BHIMUTH, HEOOCH, OBLIO?
3ayeM MorpoM ycTpauBaTh?

— Bort! Touno, — ynsi0Hy1ach Beponuka, — OyThlIKa CAMOTOH-
ki nponania. Crosia co BpEMeH OTLa.

— Hy... 910 Hecepbe3Ho! — ckazan KpUMHUHAIUCT. — Takoi
norpoM! Onu uckanmu y tebs Tyt uyro-to! He 3Haems uto? — u
XUTPO NOCMOTpES Ha BepoHuKy.

— Ilouem MHe 3HaTh? — OTBETWJIA JIEBYIIIKA W OMYCTUJIA IJ1a3a.

— Twt 6 mpaBay Ham ckazana? Ecnu 3Haelb, KoHeuHO. Benb
€CJIM He HAIILIU, IPUIYT OMSTh.

— IToaTomy oHa u Tpsicercs, 4to xkaet Busuta! Hy, neBoHbKa,
CKaH, Thl YTO-TO 3HAEIIb?

Beponuka cupena 3a ctojom u nucaia 3assiaeHue. OHa noj-
TMCaJIach, M elIe pa3 MPOYUTAB CBOE COUMHEHUE, YIOBIETBOPEHO
KMBHYJIa TOJIOBOM.

— Bor. Bce, uro Obu10, Hammcana! He 3Hai0 Oosbliie HAYETO.
EnuHCTBEHHO, UTO BaM MOT'Y CKa3aTh — OTELl MHE Iepe]] CMEPThIO
TOBOPUJI, YTOOBI 51 OTCIONIA YXOIWJIA, KOT/Ia IOMpeET.

— C yero 6bI 3707 — 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS KPUMUHAJIKCT.

— Otkypa e MHe 3HaTh? bosiics 3a MeHs1, HaBepHoe. Beap TyT
B Taiire offHOM ObIBaeT cTpanrHo. Ho st mpuBbIKJIa 1 HUKOT/IA He
JQyMaia, 4To KTO-TO MOXKET Y MeHsI OapHaK YCTPOUTh, 3aJ1e3Th B



Hai goM! Tyt Hewero ykpacts! UTo B 3TOM AOME MOKHO B3ITh?
Ms1 6eHO kv, Tak kak Bee!

— Tak 6at0-TO ee Bpoae yOunu? — CripoCH KpUMHUHAIMCT Y
Y4acTKOBOTO.

— Youm. Kimment-To Hamn okazasics! [IpaBaa, nena qaBHO Mu-
HYBIIUX AHEW... [IOTOM W1 4eCTHOU M NIPABEJHOM KU3HBIO.

— Moxert, y3HaJl KOro U3 TeX, KOTOpble €ro Nopemiv? — npo-
roBopu Buktop u nocmorpen Ha Beponuky. — He roBopui Hu-
yero?

— Her. He roBopuit. Benen yxonuts u Bce.

— Crpanno kak-1o! Ciyiaii, MOXeT, C HamMH noezenis? ['oBo-
pAT, y Te0s1 poAHs B IepeBHe? — CIPOCUJT KPUMHUHAJTUCT.

— Terka y nee tam. HaBepancs 51 k Hell ceronHs. Tam moka
HUKTO HE MOSBJISUICS, HO TOXKE OMACHO, — CKa3aJl YYaCTKOBBIU. —
TyT noMo3roBarb HafQ.

— B obmmem, Beponuka, nena Takue — ToT Kotoporo TBoi JloH
MOpEeIIn, JeUCTBUTEIbHO OTKUHYJCA ¢ 30HbL. CripaBKa HacTo-
smas. C HUM ernie ouH ObUT, TOT, KoToporo JloH He ycrnen 10-
craTth. DTOT BUHO B Oerax. OHM B KaGake CIIydailHO BCTPETH-
JIUCh ¥ CTOBOPUJIMCh, MOJI, JaBail Terepb BMECTE Jiejia IPOBOPA-
yrBarh. Tem Oojiee OCBOOOKIEHHBIN IPaskAaHH KUTh YECTHOM
JKU3HBIO COBETCKOTO YeJloBeKa M He cobupaics. Ho camoe mH-
TEPECHOE ITO TO, YTO PYKOBOIUT UMM €llle OAWH. ABTOpUTET!
Bonb1ioii Bec, roBOpAT, B KPUMUHAJIBHOM MHUPE UMEET, — CKa3aJl
IKCHEepT.

— OTKyza Thl BCE 3TO 3HAEllb? — YAUBJICHHO MOCMOTPEB Ha



CBOETO KOJUIETY, CIIPOCUJI yYaCTKOBBIN.

— CripaBOUKy s IPOBEPWUJI, @ IOTOM, €CTh Y MEH$ JIIOUIIIKHY,
npoceeTwii. Bugenu nx yacro BMecre. [IBoux. Yike gaxe 3Hatwo,
KTO OH. A BOT IIPO NaxaHa X MHE €Ille HUYErO HEU3BECTHO.

— Hy, 4dr0, 31€Ch OCTaHENIbCS UM BCE K€ C HAMU NOEAEIIb? —
CIPOCHJT YYaCTKOBBIM.

— Her. He noeny. Terky nmoacraBisitb HE XO4y, a cama TYT C
JloHOM ocTaHych. 3ajieTHble 3T0 Kakue-HuOynb. Heuero y mMens
TYT UCKaTh. A, MOXeT, nieperytanu 4to. He siBistioTcst ke 607b-
nie! — ckazana BepoHuka, v e cTano HEBBIHOCUMO CTBIAHO. JTH
JIOIY TIBITAJIMCH €1 TIOMOYb, & OHa UM OeCcCOBECTHO Bpasia!

— Hy, Torna e nomunan quxom! Iloexanm, a To yxe ckopo
yTpo. Jloaro Mbl TyT y TeOst 3aAepKaiuch! — CKa3asl y4acTKOBBIM
¥ BBIIIEN U3 IOMa. 32 HUM TOTSHYJIMCh M 00a €ro KOJUIETH.

BepoHuka BbIIILIa HA KPbUIBLIO MX TPOBOAUTD. ThMa Obli1a Ta-
Kasl, 4TO He ObLJIO BUAHO Jaxe MauuHbl. Houb Obl1a macMypHOI
u Oe3nyHHOU. BukTOp 00epHyscs k BepoHuke, mogMurny ei u
HETPOMKO CBUCTHYII.

JleByllIka HUYEro HE MOHAMA M JaXe HEMHOI'O WCITYTasack.
JIOH HaCTOPOXKWIICS U B3ABIOMJI LIIEPCTh Ha XOJIKE U XBOCTE.

BukTop nocran anekTpuueckuii hoHApUK U OCBETHII UM TIOA-
necok. I3 KycToB MOSIBIJICS KAKOK-TO YeJioBeK. B TemMHOTE Ob110
He pasraneTs. Ponaps norac. K Beponuke u Bukropy nogomien
MOJIOOM CUMIIATUYHBIN MapEHb JIET BOCEMHAILATH-1Ba/ILIATH.

— Konb ThI pemmia ocratbcs, — TUXO cKazasl Bukrop, — s ¢
TOOOW OCTaBIIIO ITOTO MAPHUIIKY. MHE Tak CIOKOMHeH Oy/ieT.



— 9710 yT0? B KauecTBe oxpaHbl? — 3acMeslach BepoHuka, —
YTO-TO OH OOJILHO XJIUTIKU |

— Man 30n0THUK Ja gopor! [Ipyrux He uMmeeM. [la Tel motuie
kpuuu-To! M He oOmkaii ero TyT! Bee, Mbl moexasu, a BbI ObICTPO
B JIOM, Y 3allPUTECh XOPOILIEHBKO!

BukTop crosn 1o Tex nop, noka BepoHuka ¢ napHUIIKON HE
3alUIM B JOM, U HE YCJIBIILAJ 3BYK 3aKpbIBaIOLIENCs meKonasl. 1
TOJIbKO MOTOM MalllMHa 3aBeJach U yexasa.

Mornopple JIIoAu CTOSIM HAIPOTUB JPYT JApyra U He 3HAJIU C
Yero Havyarb pasroBop. [IOH CIIOKOMHO OTpearnpoBal Ha TOCTA.
OH nopoI1es K Hemy, TIIATEIbHO ero OOHI0XaJl, Clerka BUIbHYII
XBOCTOM U JIET Ha CBOIO MOJCTUJIKY.

— 3HauuT, 3TO ThI NPATAJICA B MOJIECKe? — gorajaaiack Bepo-
HUKA.

-4

— A 3auem?

— Mens BukTop Anekcanaposud npuciai. Hy, moka no6paii-
cs1, B 00IIIeM, 9acoB C ABYX AHS TYT Topuy. TeOs oxpaHsiio.

— Toxe mue oxpanauk! [la Tebs1 corutei nepenmoenis! — 3a-
cmesiack BepoHuka.

— Hy, 3T0 MBI €111e mocMOTpUM.

— A 3Barb-TO TeOs Kak? — cripocuiia BepoHuka.

— MuTbKol Bce 30BYT!

I'maBa 5. OH BEPHVYJICA!



— Hy, Murtbka, pacnionaraiicsi, Oyap Kak joma! — ckazana Be-
POHUKA U 3aCMEsIach.

— A 470 THI CMeelbcs-T0? — yIuBUJICS MUTBKA.

— He 3Hatw. Ot cTpaxa, HaBepHOe.

— A ThI lymMaelib, CEroJHs Clofa KTO-TO CHOBA NMPUAET?

— Otkyna s 31a10? [Ipocto mobamBaiock.

— A TBI IEUCTBUTEJILHO HE JOrabIBACIILCsI, KTO 9TO U YTO UM
y Tebst Hafgo? — cripocusl MUTBKA.

— Tebs crona Ko MHe /i1 M3BJIeUeHH s MH(pOpMaIiK MoJIca -
m?

— Yt0OBI THI ObLIA B Oe30MacHOCTH! — 0OujIesICs TapeHb.

— Jla uro ¢ 1ebs B3AThb-TO? KTO THI €CTh TaKOB, YTOOBI TEOs
MaTepble OaHIUTHI HCITYTaJTUCh?

— Hy, Bo-niepBBIX — OHU OYIIyT 3HATH, UYTO THI B JOME HE OJTHA.

— ¢ n Tak He ogHa. Co muou JoH.

— JloH paneH. U He cMOXeT B MMOJHOW Mepe 3allUTUTh TeOsl.
A 1OTOM, 5 BCE K€ YeJIOBEeK, CO MHOW M TIOTOBOPUTb MOKHO.

— Bo, Bo! U g 0 Tom ke! Thl XOuelb BbIBEIATh Y MEHS, 3a4EM
CI0Jla KO MHE 3aJIe3JI U UYTO UCKaJn?

— Ila Hy Te6s! [lait myurre yero-HuOyap noxparb. C yTpa HU-
Yero He eJl.

— A y MeHs KpoMe 3aCOXIIero xjeda v JTyKa HIYero He OcTa-
sock. EcThb elie HEeMHOTO KMCJIOr0O MOJIOKa, HO 9T0 st [loHa. Emy
HaJ/I0 OKPEMHYTh.

— A KaK ke Thl TYT )KUBEIlIb? — ynuBWIcA MUTbKA.

— Kak, kak! Oxouych, rpuobl, sirofs cooupaio. POy soBmo.



Bon, peka kakad... Hy, BCAKyI0 KpyIlly HaM ITPUBO3UJIN U3 Jie-
peBHU. M3 paiilieHTpa oTel BO3WI KOe-4ero. A Tak, y4aCTKOBBIM
Ha s [I€rp, yacteHbKo, TO KapTOUIKH, TO €I11e Yero MpuBo-
3us1. Msico y Hac Bcerja ObLIO — OXOTHIIUCH, a OOJIbIIIe U He HAI0
HU4Yero. BoT TombKO ceiluac HUYero He ocTajioch MOYTH, S0
[letro-To yommu. A s Bce Aymaia, 94ToO 3TO €ro HeT TaK JABHO?
V:ke OoJIbllle HENIEIN. . .

— A x71e0 e 6pana?

—Ileky s ero. TonbKO B OO 32 MYKOH HeE MoOse3y. A B JoMe
KOHYMJIACh.

— MoxeTt, MHe c1a3uTh?

— Her yx. Cuau nyuire.

— A MOJIOKO OTKyna?

— Panbine y Menst ko3a Ob11a, Tak 3a6071e71a 4eM-TO, TIPUIILIOCH
3ape3arth, oka He n3noxJia. Osipl 6bi1i. Ho mocrie Toro kax ma-
bl HE cTaulo, npojaaia Bcex. OnHy, npasaa, octaBuia. MHe Mo-
JIOKA XBaTasio. A TyT Ha AHSIX, BOJIK ee yTaupul. JIoH He yclneaun.
Benp OH Tenepb OT MEHs1 He OTXO/MT.

— Ilocie yero He orxoaut?

— IMocne cmeptu ota! 3a mens 6ourtcsa. OH K HeMy Tpude-
JKaJl, yclblall BelcTpesl. BepeBku neperpbi3 U KO MHE BEPHYJICS.
Oxpanars! U Tenepp Bceraa psaaoM co MHOM. B ToT pas, korga
9TU Tafibl 32JI€3JM B JIOM, 51 €ro HaCUJIbHO JoMa octaBuia. [Ipu-
Kazana, yToObl oxpaHsiut AoM. 3ps. He panunu Obl ero Torna. S1-
TO TAWr¥ HUKOT/IA He 00s171ach, 1a U MaMsITh KOPOTKas. .. 3a0blia,
YTO OTIIA B Taire yousu. Panblie mymana OpakoOHbEpHI, a TETIeph



BOT ITOHsJIa — OaHIUTHI 3TO!

— A TBI TOYHO YBEPEHA, YTO OBILY BOJIK YTaIlIMJI?

— Tam cieant ObLIN.

— A, MOXeT, 9TO Te e OaHIUTHI, TOJILKO ¢ COOAKOM?

— Her, cnenpl Bomupn ObUIH... A TaMm... KTO ero 3Haer? Ha
TpaBe OHU ObLIN, TOJIBKO OJIMH Ha TECKe, MOXET, U TIeperyTaa.

— Jlymaenib, OHH Ij/ie-TO B Taiire B MU30y1IKe KaKoW-HUOYIb KU-
BYT?

— Moxer. [Iymar, OHM XOOAT 32 MPOLYKTAMH, HO BIPYT UM
HIAIIbIKa 3axoTenoch? Wmu gensru koHunauch. Ho cobaka. ..
Toi 3Hae11b, MUTBKA, KaK-TO Pa3, KOT/a OTell B Taire ObLI, OH ke
JIECHUKOM CITY>KWJI, — TTOSICHUJIA IEBYITIKA, — a s HA pblOaJIKe, MHE
TIOKa3aJIoCh, UTO B JoMe KTO-To ObL1. Hy, Korna st BepHyJach.

— M kak ThI goraganach?

— Jla mpeaMeTsl Kak-TO HE TaK CTOSUTM. A OIUH pa3 BOoOIIe
BCsI MyKa M3 OOYKH BbIChINaHa Obl1a. MBI €€ B MOTIONE AePKUM
B JKeJIle3HON Oouke, YTOObl MBI He KXpand. [la u XpaHuTh ee
JIydIlie B XOJIOMHOM MecTe. A TyT — OOUKa IepeBepHyTa, U MyKa
Ha niomy. U pacceimana Tak 4yaHO, OyATO ee CHeluaibHO Mepe-
oupamm. Bot Torga loHy gocranocs!

— A noyemy Bbl PENIWIM, YTO TO OH?

— A komy eme-to? OH TOra, OBIBAJIO, TypaKa Bajsii — TO T0-
IPBI3ET YTO-HUOY/Ib, TO TIOpBeT. .. Ho Ternepsk 51 yBepeHa, uto 310
ObLJT HE OH.

— BepoHuka, a Kak *e OH MyCTWI-TO 4yxkoro? Tel 00 3TOM
aymana? Ecnv He OH MyKy MCIOPTHWII, 3HAYUT, OH JIOMYCTUJ B



JIOM 4ykKaka!

— A s 06 saTom He nogymana! [Toxydaercsi, 4To 3TO OBUT KTO-
TO, KOro oH 3Haj! M xoporuo 3Hai. ..

— U1 mHoro takux?

— Ilo manbliam nepecurTaTh. . .

Beponuka mouemy-To mogymaia o YepHON OBYapKe, JTIOOUMU-
ue asau Ilerpa. ['ne ona teneps, ecnu xo3sivuHa HeT? Beab oH
ObL1 600bUTIEM. Hafo OyaeT y MUMIIMOHEPOB cripocuTh. U eciu
9TO K ceOe B3STb.

— A Ha koro 0bI T TogyMasa? Kto Mor B oM XOOUTh U MyKY
pacceinarb?

— JIoH Mor BIIyCTUTh B AOM TOJIBKO JIBOMX, HET, TPOUX, TETKY
emte. Ho oHa k Ham peaKo HaBe/IbIBAJIACh.

— A ocrtajbHBIE 1BOE?

— Hana Ilerp, y4acTKOBBIM, U MEXAHUK, YTO OTLY MAalIWHY
Bce BpeMs npuroHsi1. Ceménpry. OH UX axe Bpoje Kak JIOOuUI.
['maguTh ceOs no3Bosul. Bosbliie Bpojie HUKOrO BCIIOMHUTD HE
mory. la Het 6onblie Takux jonei. Eciu Bapyr npuxoauim Ka-
KHME-TO OXOTHUKU WM Ha4yaJbCTBO U3 JIECHUYECTBA, TaK OH BEJl
ceOs1 O4eHb HACTOPOXKEHHO. B oM Obl He myCTHII.

— Tlonmyuaercss xpeHoBasi kaptuHKa! Erepeil, OXOTHUKOB, U
BCAKUM TaM YyKOU JIIOJ OH He IycKaj. A cBoux — CeMEHbIva,
OBIBIIIErO YYaCTKOBOTO U TETKY JIIOOWII. ..

— Tel Ha yTO 3TO HameKaellb? — ¢ BHI30BOM BOCKJIMKHYJI1a Be-
POHUKA.

— A Ha TO ¥ HAMEKalo. 3HAYUT, IAPWJI y BaC B JOME KTO-TO



u3 tex Tpoux. Kotopsix JloH xopoino 3Ha1. Bot u 1ymaii Tenepnb
— KTO U3 HUX YTO-TO y Bac B jome uckai. Kto, o cytu, Bam ¢
OTIIOM OBLT Bparom, a He Jpyrom!

— Hy, teTky 51 otmerato cpa3y! OHa y:xe coBceM crapas U uyl-
Hadg. Jla 1 moO0uT OHa MeHs oueHb. S Bedb el Kak [04b. Y Hee
cBoux jerer HeT. Cectpa oHa marepuHa. Pogns. [la u uto MOX-
HO TYT Y HAC UCKaTh?

— Ara! A BApYr HacleICTBO KaKoe OCTaBUJIM UM C TBOEH Ma-
MO, a Mama Bce cebe 3arpadacrasia’?

— Ou! — maxnyna ysagomkon Beponuka, — Hacnencrso! [la
Mama ¢ TETKOU Trojiblo NiepeKkaTHOM Bcerga Obuii. Mama y MeHst
60sbHO KpacuBas Obuta! OTell, KOrja KeHWsICs Ha MaTepu, Hy,
TaK MHE TETKa paccKasblBalia, Ja U Mama MHOT/1a, OYeHb OHU 3a-
KUK XOpoIIo. batst oM psiioM ¢ TETKUHBIM rocTaBuJ1. JIo6poT-
HBIU, Teruiblid. M oeBaThCs cTaiv XOpoIlo, HE B TeIOTrperKax,
KaK paHbllie, U €CTh CIAAKO CTAJIN.

— Tak oTkyna e y OTlia TBOEro JAeHer CTOIbKO ObUIO?

— A s otkyna 302107 OH e 0CBOOOAMJICA TOTJA TOJIBKO 3TO
B... JIail BCIIOMHIO. .. B 65 roay Obuto. [leHbI'n Ha 30He 3apado-
TaHHble He Tpatui. Hy, Tak MHe TeTka roopuia. Ilotom yixe,
Korya oH ymep. 51 BooOiiie He 3Hasa, 4to oH cuzea. OcBodoqum
€ro IOCPOYHO, 3a Xopoiiiee noeegeHue. OH Bellb He yOUHIIa ObLT,
a TaK, 3a YTO-TO Tam nonaji. Toxke, JymMaln, HU4ero XOpoIlero,
KoHe4yHO. Ho moTom BrHY MCKYNUI U paboTas BCIO OCTaBUIYIOCS
K13Hb 4ecTHO! CKOJIbKO OH OpPaKOHBEPOB MOMMAJ — He COCUMTA-
emb. W panen ObLT Ba pasa, M MeIBeIb ero apayi. MHOro Bcero



OBLJIO.

— Yto-TO THI YBIIEKIach! 3HAIO 51, UTO OATS TBOU MOTOM YeCT-
HBIM YeJIOBeKOM cTasl. Thl Aymaii, KTO MOT ObITh BaM Bparom?
MexaHuK wid y4acTKOBbIMA? — MuTbKa, Jaxke cam MCITyrajcs
CBOUX CJIOB. Kak e MOXHO — y4aCTKOBBIN U BAPYT Bpar. .. — Bbi-
xonut, MexaHuk Ceménbrd! Bonbiie HekoMy.

— Oi1, na CemEHbIY TPE3BbIN OBLT TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOT/Ia Malllv-
HY OTILy nipuroHsiy. [Iber nmo-yepHomy.

— Hy, BoT 1 otBet! [leHer Ha MbsIHKY HE XBaTaJO, BOT OH Taid-
KOM H IIIACTAJT K BaM — TIO)KUBUTHCS YeM-HUOYIIb. A, MOXKET, TIPO-
CTO CaMOI'OH MCcKaJ!

— A, MoxerT, Thl 4 nipaB. Tak, He co 37a... [IpocTo uckan BhI-
nuTh. A s TYT Hagymaia ceOe! — 1 Becesio paccMesIBIINCh, Bepo-
HUKa BHIIIUIA B CEHU 3a OcTaTKamu xJieba. — Ceiiuac vaii 3aBapio,
OH y MeHsI BKYCHBI! ¢ TpaBkamHu. [lonbem 4daiiky ¢ X1e0yIIKoM.
A moToMm pelum, 4To Jiejarb. YTPOM TBOU MEHTHI TPUEYT, MO-
IIPOCHM, YTOOBI IIPUBE3JIN MOECTh Yero-HUOYIb.

— Ho, Ho! MenTsbl. D10 uTO eie Takoe? Muimnuonepst! — no-
npaBui ee MutbKa.

— A cam TH TOXe XO4Yellb cTaTh MeHToM? OM, MUJIUIIMOHE-
pom?

— Ha. Kypcant s1. I3 MockBbI.

— W3 camoit MOCKBBI? — BCKpUKHYJIA AEBYIIKA.

— A yto TyT Takoro? Ilpuexain K AsiAgbKe Ha JIeTO. A OH MHe
BOT TaKkylo MPAKTUKY YCTPOUIL.

— A nsaapKa, 310 Bukrop?



— Vragana. OH camMblid.

— U 4ro e OH poAuTeIIsIM TBOMM CKaXeT, €CIA ¢ TOOOH uTO
ciyuutcs?

— A uto cinyunrcsa-to? ITocuky TyT ¢ TOOOH, MOOXpaHSIO, U
yepe3 JBE HeJleId JOMOM — TIO-TIO. . .

Beponuka B3misiHy 1A B 1IeJIb CTABHU, BCKPUKHYJIA U 3aMepiia
C 3aBapOYHBIM YAallHUKOM B OJIHOW pyKe, U ¢ OaHOUYKOM JJ1s1 yasi
B JIpYroi... MuTbKa BCKOYMJI C JIABKU U MIOAOEkKAaJ K Hell — B Ty-
MaHHOM ITPeIpacCBETHOM JBIMKE 3a HeOOJIBIIION TOJISTHOM, BO3JIe
CaMoro Kpasl TaliTy CTOsLT YEeJIOBEK U CMOTpPEJ B CTOPOHY JIOMA.
Ha nem Obuta HakMHYTA IJIAl-TIAJIATKA C KAIIOIIOHOM, TaK YTO
Pa3mIsAIETh €ro JUIIO ObLJIO HEBO3MOKHO, B pyKax OH JIepXkKas py-
KbeE. ..

— OH BepHYyJICS — C y:KacoM MpoIlenTaia IeByIIKa.

— Ha, BepoHuka, Kk Ham rocTu!

I'naa 6. B JAJIBHIOIO U3BYHIKY

MutbKa, He CIlycKas IJIa3 ¢ JIECHOTO T'OCTs, MOJIE3 PyKOU 3a
Kpail MPOKON pyOalku M BbITAlWI nUcToneT. BepoHuka c
y’KacoMm CMOTpeJia Ha MOJIoJoro napHs. OHa J1axe He MpeICTaB-
JIsI1a, 9TO y HETrO MOXET ObITh Opykue!

— Opyxwue B Iome ecTb? — Clipocuil OH Y BepoHuKwu.

— Bor pyxbe, Moe. OHo 3apsikeHo. 1 oTioBckoe.

— A marponsi?

— Bor, naxe MHOro. — BepoHuka oTkpbuia mKag MKk KOMOJa,



B KOTOPOM OHU C OTIIOM BCEr/a JepKaiv MaTPOHBL.

WuTepecHo, mogymana oHa, a Mo4eMy OHM ITATPOHbI HE B35 ?
Benp ux nanui. HaBepHoe, cBoux moJiHO, — peria BepoHuka
Y BBITAIlIJIA OJJHY KOpPOOKY. MUTbKa B3sJ1 MATPOHBI U 3apsIIUII
pyxbe oTia. JJoH BHUMaTeIbHO HAOMIONA 32 MAHUMYJISIUSMUA
XO35IMKM U TOCTH.

— A 49Tt0 3710 JI0H TakoM COKOMHBINA? — cripocuil MuUTs.

— Tak He 4yBCTBYET yrpo3bl MOKa HUKAKOW. MyKUK CTOUT Ha
Kpaio jieca, K IoMy He Moaxoaut. Yero paHbilie BpeMeHHU HEPB-
HUYaTh?

— ThI Tak TroBOpHIIB O cobake, OynTo OHa ymeeT nymMarh. OHa
JOJKHA KOMaH[Ibl BBITIOHSATH U Bee!

— Xa! 910 y Bac B MEHType HEMELKME OBYAPKHU TOJIBKO KO-
MaH/Ibl BBITIOHSIOT, KaK poOOTHL. A ajnadail 3To codaka JTymMaio-
mass. OH MOXeT cliesiaTh TaK, KaK CUUTaeT HYKHBIM, HEB3Upas
Ha KOMaH[y.

— BoixonuT, anabau 1yist cyx0Osl He roasaTcs. JlaqHo, xBaTut
6onrare. Hamo aqymars, 4To emy Hajio.

— Ceituac MOCMOTPHUIIIb, TOAATCS OHU JIJIs1 CITYXKOBI WU HET.
BoH, 3toT ran npubnuxkaercs k qomy. JIoH yke 3aHepBHUYAI.

— Beponuk, Tl Obl ylula B KOMHATy, a TO BIPYr Majib-
HeT? — 03a00UeHO IS/ Ha MPUOIIKAIOIIEr0Cs MyKIMHY, CKa-
3a1 MuThKa.

— Her. 4 ocranyce. [loH, KO MHe, ManpuuK. — JIOH nogomen
K X03s1iike. Ha 3arpuBKe 1 Bo3Jie XBOCTa IIEPCTh Y HETO B3/IbION-
nack. OH yTpOOHO pbIyual, ¥ 3I00HO CKAJTWIT 3yObI.



— Hy u k7piku y Hero! TTpocto cabmie3yOsiil TUTP KaKOR-TO! —
yIBIOHYNCST MUTBKA.

— OH 3710, — nporienTana BepoHuka.

— K107? — He nonsan Murs.

— Tor, uto H6amToHurKoM [loHa 00e3BpeIUTh XOTEI.

— A THI ero BUzena?

— Her. lon Bugen. 1 y3nan ero.

— 3HauMT, K HaM MoKayioBajl 0aHauT. ['0TOBbCA K 0010, Ha3bI-
Baercs!

MyXHK TOIOIIEN MOYTH HA METP K KPbUIbIY U KPUKHYI:

— i1, AeBulIa, pa3roBop ecth. Boiiian, a? Tonbko 6e3 codaku.

JloH 3apbluall Kak JIeB ¥ KMHYJICS TPYIbI0 HA JBEPb.

— Ara, MoxeT TeOs B JJOM MPUIJTIACUTh U CTOJI HAaKPBITh? —
KpUKHY/1a BepoHuka.

— A 4e, g1 0 He OTKa3aJics, Thl IeBKa LIEeHTPoBasi! A TaMm U cro-
BOPUJIUCH Obi!

— 41 ero ceitvac yoblo, — B3opBajicsi MHUTBKA.

— A 3TO YTO TaMm 3a CsABKA? — KPUKHYJI MYXKHK.

— He tBOe nmeno! T'oBopw, yto Hamo u yxoau. MHave cobaky
CHyIy, — KpUKHYJIa Yyepe3 iBepb BepoHuka.

— CIblIIIb, THI, HE CUJIBHO TOHOIIIUCH-TO, COOAUKY TBOIO 51 OBICT-
PO YCITOKOIO!

— OH yueHsI# yxe. 10 OH TeOs1 ycrokouT. ['oBopH, 4TO Ha/Io
Y MIPOBAJIMBAM, B IOCJIEAHUN pa3 MPeAynpexaalo.

— 3Barb-TO TeOs Kak, nepuiia? Kak-To HeynoOHsIK 6e3 KIIMKY-
xu. Mens PxaBbiid.



— A mens Bomuuia. Cnymao! Moii niec yxe TepsieT Teprie-
Hue!

— Bomuuna! — 3apxain Pxkaseiid. — Hy, Tbl 1aenis!

— He HpaButcs, ymatsiBail! — 3aopan MuTthbka.

— Crpimib, Bormauiia, otnai Hailie GapaxJmiiko, u OyieM KBH-
Thl. MBI TeOs1 Tporath O0Jbilie He OyeM.

— Yro 3Hauut Bame? Tol x oquH octaics? [pyraHa TBoero
TPYNOBO3Ka yBe3a!

— Ciipl1lib, Thl, IAJIABA MEHTOBCKAsI, OT/IAll PbLKbE, MHAUE ClIe-
JaeM BaM OOJBHO!

Mutbka noonennen. OH nmocMotpen Ha BepoHuky Tak, Kak
OyATO B MEpBBIN pa3 ee yBujes. BepoHuKa yaoBWIA TOT €ro
B3[JISA]I, HO ClIesiajia BUJ|, UTO HUYEro He 3aMeTuJIa.

— He 3Ha10, 0 KaKOM py’Kbe Thl MHE TOJIKYeIllb! Pykbe BBl UTO
JIb KaKoe-TO UcKajm?

— Konuaii 6a3ap, kypsa! He otnaiib ppikbe, criaivm TBOIO 3a-
UMKY.

— Ara! Ilyrau! Iloka Bbl €ro He HalUIM, NAJIATh HUYETO HE
Oynete! 30BM CBOEro MaxaHa, 5 ¢ IieCTepKkaMu He pa3ropapuBaio!

— He xoueliib, BUaTh, 10 NOHATUAM kUTh! YUTO K noxkaseelib
ene!

— MHe BaI BOPOBCKHE 3aKOHBI, HE IO MOHATUSAM ! — 3a0pajia
Beponuka. — [Normen BoH, 6e3 maxaHa 6a3apa He Oyjer!

Murtbka Momyan. OH obanzen ot pasroBopa Beponuku ¢ 6aH-
JUTOM.

— Kak ckaxenb, Bomuuna. Cama Hanmpocuiace.



— He nyraii, nmyranas yxe! Bce... Cryckato coOaky. ..

MyXuK Ha CeKyH/ay 3aMep, OTOM MOIBITAJICS BCKUHYTb py-
kb€, HO MUTBKa BBICTPEJIMII U3 ITUCTONETA, U BBICTPEJI IIPUILIENICS
KaK pa3 BO3Jie ero Hor, OaHUT MOANPHIrHY U nodexal, Bepo-
HUKa OTKpbUIA JBEPb, ClyCTUIA [JOHA M BBIKPUKHYJIA BCJIE[ CO-
6ake, — JloH, ToHH ero, aTy, ary...

PxaBblii mobesxat eme ObicTpee, OPOCHB Ha X0y PYXKbe, HO
ot JloHa y6esxarh ObLJIO HEBO3MOXHO. OrpOMHBIMU CKQUKaMH OH
JIOTHAJI )KEPTBY M MOIIIHBIM TMPbLKKOM CBaIW ¢ HOT. Jlexka Ha
3eMJIe M CMOTPsI Ha OrPOMHBIE KJIBIKM BOJIKOJABa, PkaBblil pe-
IIWJI, YTO HACTAJI ero nocieHuit yac. OH 3aKMYpHJIICS U TOYYB-
CTBOBAJI Ha JIMIIE TOPSAYYIO CIIIOHY U Tskesoe apixanue nca. Ho
TYT OH YCIIBIIIAJ, IPSIMO BO3Jie ceOsl JeBUUMIA TOJIOC:

— o, ¢y! Ocrass ero. [Tycts youpaercsi.

JIOH MOCITYIITHO, OTOILEN B CTOPOHY, 33/pajl HOTY U IIOMETHJI
MECTO PSIJIOM C JIEKAIUM MOYTH 03 CO3HaHUSI OaHUTOM.

P3xaBblil TsKEJIO TOAHSUICA, HO yCHeN B3MISIHYTh HAa XO35IMKY
cobaku. JleByIika Obl1a OYeHb XOpoIa 1 04eHb Mosiofa. [louru
pebdenok. OHa ¢ BHI30BOM CMOTpEJIa Ha YHUKEHHOTO €10 OaH/InTa,
Y BCEM CBOMM BUJIOM IIOKa3blBaJla €My, YTO OH MOXKET YXOJUTb,
HO €CJId IPUJIET ellle pas...

P>aBblil BcTall U IEpHYJICS K Carory, MblTasich JOCTaTh 3aTOY-
Ky. Ho JloH crneaui 3a kaxapiM ero auxkeHreM. OH ¢ TUKUM
PBIKOM BIIETIMJICS B pYKy OaHauTa, PxaBblii B3BbUI, 2 BepoHuka
yBUJENA, KaK U3 3aIsICThs AJIOW CTpyelt OpbI3HYyJIa KPOBb, U TO-
CJIBILIAJICS IPOTUBHBIM TPECK CIIOMAHHOU KOCTH. PKaBblii B3IIA-



HYJI Ha CBOIO O€3BOJILHO OOJITAIONIYIOCS, UCTEKAIOIIYI0 KPOBBIO
PYKY, U, Tepsisi CO3HaHUE, MPOILENTal, — TOYHSIK, Bomuuiia. . .

K Beponuke nogbdexan Murtbka. OH ¢ ykacoM CMOTpell Ha
JIe’KaBIIero Ha TpaBe OaHJWTa, HA €ro U3YPOJOBAHHYIO PYKY U
Ha U3Ma3aHHYI0 KPOBbIO MacTh [JoHa.

PxaBblii 66T 6€3 CO3HAHUS.

— Hecu 13 joma OMHT 1 3eieHKy. Bosbliie y MeHs1 HH4ero Her.
A, aHaJBIVH TaMm elle ecTh. la, u napy AolevyeKk npruxBary.

— Twt utTO, coOMpaenIbes ero aeunTh? — u3yMuscss MuThbKa.

— Her, MOXXHO, KOHEUHO, OCTaBUTh BCE TaK, KaK €CTb, Y HETO
HayHeTCs TaHTPEHa, U OH YMPET Yepe3 HeAeo, Ipyrylo. MoxHO
cllaTh TBOUM KOJUIETaM, HO TOT/IA Mbl HE Y3HAE€M, KTO Y HUX IJ1aB-
Hbli. Hafgo ero nomyieunts ¥ OTHPAaBUTh BOCBOSICU. A TaM yxke
MYCTh TBOU Jsi7IbKa padoTaer.

— Tbl MeHS1 yIuBIIseIb! — yXO/14 32 alTEYKOM, MPOIIENTa ce-
6e non Hoc Mutbka. — Kto Tl Takasi, kakoe pbikbe? Poikbe?!
Benp peixkbe, HA BOPOBCKOM KaproHe o3Havaer... 3050t1o! OHu
TpebyIoT y Hee 305010? BoT 310 MOBOpOT!

[Toka Beponuka oOpabatbiBania PxkaBomy pyKy, OH Ha CeKyH-
Oy TipuIien B cesl, HO KOrja JIeBYIIKa CTajla BIPABIATh KOCTh,
OH 3aKpUYaJl ¥ CHOBA BIMaJ B 3a0bThe. BepoHuKa Mo-/1el0BOMY
HAJIOKWIA AOIIEYKU U KPEenKo mpuMotana ux ouHTtom. [lotom
nocMmoTpena Ha MUTBKY M cKazana:

— [loka oH B OTKJIIOUKE, HA/IO ObI €ro MoAasblie OT 3aUMKHU
OTHECTH.



— Byny s ero emie Tackats! Pyxbe y Hero 3a6parh Haio!

— A, B o01ieM, Thi 1ipaB. [TycTh Ha I71a3ax y HaC O4yXUBaETCS. —
PazxaB emy 3yObl nayikoid, BepoHvka Bcwimana PxkaBomy B pot
pacTordeHHble TabIeTKU aHaIbrMHa. — CKOpO OYHETCs, MOIUIY B
JoM. Jla, MyKu U3 MOAIosa NpUXBaTh YyTOK, XOTb JIEHEIIEK UC-
nieky. BepoHuka 3amuia B ceHu, Boigasia MUTbKe KacTpIOJIbKY, U,
3arHaB JloHa B 10M, *kJ1ajia Bo3BpanieHusi Mutbku. MUTbhKa BO-
1I€JI B CEHU C KACTPIOJIbKOM MOJTHOM MYKH, TIOCTaBUJI €€ Ha CTOJI,
OTPSIXHYJICS ¥ cell Ha JlaBKy. OH ObUI B 10Ke. BepoHuKa BhITIIs-
HyJIa Ha YJIMIy — HUKOro. M 3axJIONHYB JBEpbh, 3a/IBUHYJIA IIE-
KOJIAY.

Iloka BepoHuka nekia Jyienemku, MuTteka cuzuen psaaoMm U
Mouryasl. OH JyMall. Y HEro HUYero He yKJIagplBajloCh B IOJIOBE.
ITorom Bce ke nocMorpest Ha BepoHuky u cipocur:

— A TIpO YTO OH TaM rOBOPWJI-TO, ITPO PbIKbE KAKOE-TO?

— A s nouem 3Hato? IIpo pyxbe, MHE OKa3aJI0Ch.

— BepoHnuka, Tl 4€ro-To HeJOroBapvBacllb, s 3TO €lle IO
pacckazy JIs/1bKU MOHSI.

— Bot y 1s11bKM CBOETO M CIPOCH. A sl HU TTPO PbLKbE, HU PO
PYXb€ HUYETO He 3Ha10. UTO-TO, BUHO, 3a10J1KaJl OTELl, BOT OHU
Y KPYTATCS BO3JIE 3aUMKHU. XOT CTOJIBKO JIET ITpouwio. Oren MHe
nepes; CMEPTBHI0 CTPOr0 HACTPOTO BeJes yXOOuTh orcioaa. Man,
TOBOPWJI, K TETKE WJIM B IaJIbHEE 3UMOBbE.

— A OTKyza Thl Takue cjoBa 3Haelib? Bynro cama Ha 30He
noObIBajia? — CIIPOCHJI, €Ille He COBCEM IMOBEPUBIIUI JICBYIIIKE
MurtbKa.



— Jla He 3Hat g HU4ero! Oren, CyTKU NEpes CMEPTHIO JIEKAJ,
Openwi Bee. .. BOT 1 Hacymanack BCSKOTO.

— A mouemy Thl Ha3Bas1ach Bomuuiieii?

— A kxT0 51 ectb? JKuBY TyT Kak oquHOKas Boimuuua. Cama pol-
6ady, cama 0X0uych, Bce cama! — MOTOM NOMOTYaIa HEMHOTO H,
B3/I0XHYB, CKa3aJla, — MEHsI Tak Mara Ha3biBal. B m1yTKy, KoHeu-
HO.

CxBaTMB M3 MHCOYKHM TOpSYyI0 Jierneniky, MuTbka oOxer
nasiblibl, U, IEPEKUIBIBASI €€ U3 PYKH B PYKY, IyHYJI Ha Hee.

— BkycHble! — OTKYCHB KyCOY€eK, cKa3al MuUTbKa.

K Hemy TyT ke noporen JIoH, 1 NON0XUI TOJIOBY €My Ha KO-
JICHU.

— Oit, msiau, npusHain 1e6s1! Pa3 eny BempammBaer. U ato
HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO ThI €ro 00uIe!

— Yewm 310 51 ero oouen?

— Tul ckazau, uTo anaban He MOTYT OBITh CITY)KEOHBIMU cOOa-
Kamu. YOenuiics Tenepb, 4to Takoe TypkmeHckuil Bonkonas? U
3TO BCE MMPUTOM, YTO 1 €r0 MOYTH HUYEMY He yuwia. Y HUX 3TO
BCE B KpoBH !

— Yoenuncs! Kak oH ero B3su1! — u gai JIoHy 1ieTyIo JIeTielKy,
MpeJBAPUTENILHO OCTYIUB €€.

— Cmorpu, Kaxercs, odyxaics! — ckasana Beponuka, cMoTps
B LLIEJIb CTaBHU. — Beraer. Kavaercd. ..

— Elue Ob1!

PxaBblii, BcTasl, U, MPUKaB K JKUBOTY OOJIBHYIO PYKY, TOOpe
B CTOPOHY TaWIH, 1a€ HE OVISTHYBIIKCh HA 3aUMKY.



Beponuka npoBoguia ero B3rsaoM. Haja taiirou, gyrom u
pedkou crymaics tyMmas. CKkopo paccger. JleByllka mocMorpesia
Ha ’KaJJHO YIUIETAIONIEro Jienemkn MUTbKY U cKazaa:

— I'nsigm, yxe nouTtu pacceeno. Hajo yxonuTh otciofa.

Mutbka 4yTh He nornepxHyJcs. OH MONOXUIT HEAOEAEHHYIO
JIETIEIIIKY, W, IOCMOTPEB Ha JIEBYIIKY, CIIPOCHIIL:

— Kyna?

— B nepesHio onacHo, B Paiitientp Toxe. Iloligem B gaibHee
3uMOBbe. TaM OHM Hac He HaiinyT. Eciu He Xoyelb UATHA CO
MHOU, UM K JISITbKE.

— A Kak ke 3aMMKa, KaK 30JI0TO?

— Yrto ThI BCe 3aiaaui, 3051070, 3070T0! Her TyT HUKakoro
30JI0TA.

— Mm1 yiinem, nom mycroii Oyaet. [TycTb UIyT TyT, 94TO XOTSIT.
[Toka PxaBblil 10 CBOETO HalapHUKA JOIIETETCS, Mbl yKe Jajie-
KO OyzieM. A KOJIJIeTH TBOM ITyCTh MU M 3aHUMAIOTCs. JIOBAT MX
TYT, Y3HAIOT, KTO 9TOT MaxaH ux... MHe 0e3 pasnuiisl. Hagoeno
B CTpaxe KHUTb.

— Cnyiaii, a Tel TOBOpUJIA, OTIA 3UMON yousu. U mouemy To-
rJa B IOM K TeOe CTajIM Jia3aTh TOJIbKO B KOHIIE JieTa?

— A s otkyna 3Hat0? Bee, 6epy camoe HeoOxoaumoe. Jlenenku
TOXe HaJI0 B35ITh. MUTh, TaM 3a MEYKOH TeJiexkKa cTont. U Topda
Ha Jlona. CoOupaemMcsi 1 yMaThIBaeM.

Beponuka ObICTpo MoKuaasa B TOpObl BCE camoe HeOOXOau-
MO€, TOKYMEHTbI, HEMHOTO JIEHEeT U KOe-4TO U3 OJeK/bl. B Te-
JIEKKY TOJIOKHIIA BCE UMEIOIMECS B JIOME MATPOHBI, PYKbs, MO-



Jo1uia K (pUKycy B OrpOMHOM KaJIke 1 3atymanack. .. Kak ternepb
30710TO U3 Kaaku 3abpars? [lapens ¢ Hee 11a3 He ciyckaert. [1pu-
JIETCS TAIUTh U 1[BETOK. ..

MurTbKa mocMoTpes Ha cOOpBI IEBYIIKM — €My CTaJIO WHTe-
PECHO, ITIOYEMY OHA TaK CTPAHHO CMOTPUT Ha 1BETOK? OH TOXE
NOZOIIEN K (PUKYCY M TOTPOraJl €T ITITHLEBBIE JIUCThSA.

— Twl v masibMy cobupaenibesi ¢ codor 6parh?

— 9710 He nanbma! boranuk xpeHoB! ®ukyc 3to! Jlyuiie no-
MOTH MHE €r0 MOJHATh U MIOCTABUTh B TEJIEKKY.

—Hy, ¢uxyc! Ha ¢pura o1 €ro B Taury, B TaKyIo AaJIb TALUIIb ?

— INamsaTtsb 310! O MaTepu moeit! OHa ero B JeHb MOETO pOK-
nedus nocaguia!

— Hy, — nouecas 3aTbII0K, Tpombluain MuTbka, — Torjaa ja. ..

— Tak TbI cO MHOU, — Bemasi Ha JIoHa TOpOy u MpuBs3HIBas ee
K OIIIEMHUKY, cClipocuiia BepoHuka, — win B APyryio CTOPOHY?

— KoneuHo ¢ 106014, kak st Te0s1 oqy otmytty! Tosnbko 3aruc-
KY JIs1[IbKE OCTABJIIO, YTO CO MHOM BCE B MOPSIJIKE.

— A rae 1ol ee ocraBuib? [IpsmMo TyT, Ha cTose?

— Hy6posckoro uutana? [Ipo aymso, noMHunib?

— ITomHio! — ynbIOHYIACh IEBYIIIKA.

— Hy, BOT Tam u ocrtasimo!

MurtpKa Hamicai 3anucky Bukropy, onucas Bce, YTO CIIy4u-
JIOCh Ha 3aUMKe. YMOJTJaJl TOJIBKO Mpo 3050T0. EMy Hajgo 6b110
caMoMmy pa3oOpaTbcsi B 9ToM. U elnie OH He 3Has, YTO 3aCTaBIIsieT
€ro WITH B KaKyl0-TO M30YIIKY C JEBYIIKOM, C KOTOPOW MO3Ha-
KOMMJICSI BCETO HECKOJIBKO YacoB Hazal. Kemanue pasodparbcs



B 9TOU TOJIOBOJIOMKE WJIM U3-3a caMOil JeByIIKU? OH HEMHOIO
NoyMaJl, 3aneyaTbiBasi 3alUCKy, U PeIln, YTO, BCe-TaKu, U3-3a
3osota. OH JIIOOUJT MTPUKITIOUEHHUSI, 000Kl pa3ra/ibiBaTh BCIKKE
TaliHBI, C AETCTBA B3axjie0 YMTAJl JIETeKTHUBBI, ¥, HABEPHOE, TIO-
STOMY PEIvII IOUTH YUUThCS HA MUAJIMIIMOHEPA.

Tnasa 7. TPY THBIN ITEPEXO/I

— Hy, 1 B Kakyio CTOpOHY MBI C TOOO# JIBUHEM?

— Iloka B CTOpOHY JEPEBHU.

— A nouemy K epeBHe? MoxeT, OHU Tam?

— Jlymaro, OHM y KOro-TO Ha y4acTKe CUASAT, — U MOSICHUIA, —
TYT y KQXKJOr0 CBOM OXOTHUYMI y4acToK ecTh. Hamum u3oymiky
u 3atanuck. [locne yowiicta asimu [lerpa.

— A Kak y3HaTh B KaKOW CTOpPOHE 3Ta u30yika?

— He 3Hai0, HO Aymaro, 310 Hegaeko. MM xe Hajo 3a 1oMoM
Obu10 HaOmonats? Ecth TyT ofiHa, Heroaasneky. 3a0poilieHa oHa.
Bce noymupanu, a HacieJHUKOB HeT. BOT Tam Bce OXOTHUKM U
HOYYIOT, eciii HaxoaaT. [IpoxonHasi.

— A eciiv Ty/a KTO-TO HOpMaJIbHBIN NPUJET? A OHHU €ro...

— He nymaio, 0OXOTHMKYM HapoJ OCTOPOKHBIN, U3/aJIeKa 3amMe-
TAT, YTO MECTO 3aHATO U OT Tpexa, MOIXoAuTh He OymyT. Tem 60-
Jiee OXOTSTCS BCe C COOAKaMH.

— Hapneroch, Ham He B Ty CTOpoHY? — cripocisl MUTBbKA.

— B Ty, HO MBI NOI1/IEM Uepe3 IEPEBHIO, BEpHEE, MUMO JEpPEB-
HH, ¥ 000iIeM ee. A Tam, yrimyOuMCs B TATy U YIIEM JaJblIe.



— A ecnu y HuX cobaka. OHa 1o ciiely Hac Haijier.

—Mosxert 1 ecTh coOaKa, HO Mbl TaM HECKOJIBKO pa3 uepes3 peKy
nepexoauTh Oy/ieM | Clief] 3alyTaeM. A eciu ellle U JOKINYeK
XOPOIIUI MPOUAET. ..

— Jla, 4TO-TO MPOMO3IJIO CTAHOBUTCS, — MOEXWICS MUTbKA.

— B aBrycre y Hac o Houam ITPOXJIAJHO ¥ TyMaHsl rycteie. OT
9TOro U BJIaKXHO. J0%k/1b ObI HAM TOYHO HE TIOMEIIIaJ.

— Tonbko uaTu 6ymeT TPyAHO, — B3TOXHYJ MUTbHKA.

— Iloka, cyTh 1a o, v 3TOT UAUOT PkaBblii JOMAET O CBO-
el HOpBI, MBI yke JTasieko OyaeM. Ham Hasto TobKo IepeBHIo To-
ObIcTpee 0OOOTHYTb.

— A 4TO MBI B ITyTH ecTb OyneM? — nouHtepecoBajcss Muts.

— Tloka ectb Boga | JieTielKu, a TaMm cooopasum. ['puboB B
Talire MHOTO, JIa W SITOAbI XOpoinas nojMora. Pridy moiimaem,
CWJIKH TTOCTABUM.

— Tak 3TO MBI CKOJIBKO Ty/1a UATH coOUpaeMcsi? — UCIyTaics
MurTeKa.

— JIHew necsTh.

— Huyero cebe! A nmombexarh Ty/ia HUKaK ?

— Ha yem? Ha [lone? Tam gopor Her, TaMm IIylilb Takasi, 4To
HUKTO Hac He HaizieT. OTell CrienaabHO TAKOe MECTO BHIOMpAT,
yTOOBl HA OJIHA JIyINA Ty/a He A00pasiach.

— A TBI JOpOry 3Haeusb?

— Y MeHs KapTta ¥ KOMIIAC €CTh.

— K aTomy 51 roTOB He ObLT! — 0OpeUeHHO TPOroBOpPKI MHTB-
Ka. — Morka coxper!



— Ceiiuac nepeojieHellIbCcsl B TUIOTHYIO KYPTKY, a OTKPBIThIE
MecTa MbI C TOOO JKMBHIIEH KeJpoBOi HamaxkeM. Hu komapsl,
HU MOIIIKa €€ TepneTb He MOryT!

— U dro, xycath He OynyT?

— He-a. He Ho#, TH Beap XOTe pukJoueHuii? Bor, noayumn.
Ha Tapenouke ¢ romy0oil KaeMOoJKoii!

— Tak mMHe ke uepe3 JABe HeJe/in ye3kKaTh! — BIPYT BCIIOMHUJ
MuThbKa.

— IIa. O6 stom MbI He onyManu. Hy, Toraa, uay B iepeBHIo,
OT/IOXHU Y JISI/IbKY TIO/I KPBLJIOM, a TTOTOM Ay¥ 1IoMOil B MOCKBY.
A g nonpay oaHa. Thl He niepexuBaii, Mbl ¢ JJoHOM He nponajaeM,
noOepemcs. [lepesumyeM, a TaM, MOKET, yke W TIOMMAIOT ITUX
BOPIOT.

— 'V mens B nepeBHe Oa0yika xuBeT. U nsapka. D10 ero poj-
HOW JIOM, — CKa3aj mapeHb u ocrtaHoBwicsa. OH npyman. Camoe
CTpaIllHOe, YTO OH He MpHeJeT K Havaxy ydeObl, a 3TU CJIoBa —
nepe3rMyeM, EMy COBCEM HE MOHPABUJIUCh.

— Hopory Tel cam oTTyza He Hauaenb. Kommac He otnam. Pe-
11aid, — TBEPAO CKazana BepoHuka.

— A kak xe g 1edg ocrasimo? Her. Pemaroce uatu ¢ ToO0M.
Otuuncnsar, agapka cioBo 3aMOJaBUT. CKaXKeT, Momnajl B epeaes-
Ky Ha 3a/1aHuu. 51 ke Bpojie, MPaKTUKY Y Hero oTpadateiBaio. Bee
JieTo Gajen, a TyT TaKoe JIeJIbIle MOIBEPHYIOCh, YTO HE pacxJie-
Oaernp!

— Hy, Torna mesenu 6aronamu. Ham Hajo 3aTauThes rae-Hu-
Oy/Ib KWJIOMETPOB Yepe3 AT OT IEPeBHU. 3HAIO 51 TAM OJTHO Me-



CTEUKO.

— A 3Tux Tam He Oyner?

— INonoxwuck Ha Mmens u Ha [loHa. Bee Oyner xoporio!

— Tsoxenas ta TBOS Tejera, J1a 3Ta MajbMa MPOKJIATYIIAs!
Moxer, mocagum ee rae-HuOy/b 371eCh, a HA OOpPaTHOM IYTH 3a-
Oepem?

— 9710 He najbpMa! Ckosbko noBTOpATh? Purkyc, 3anomuu! He
BBIKMBET OH. DTO I0)KHOE pACTEHUE.

— Pacrenue noxasneina, a MeHd HeT! — 3aHbT MUTHKA.

OO0oiins nepeBHIO CTOpoHOH, Beponuka moBena Muteky B
HEeOOJIBIIION TPOJIeCOK BO3Je PEKU. 3aTeM OHM IMpoliarajiv
HECKOJIbKO METPOB BOPO/I, ¥ BBIIILIM Ha OosbIIoN Jiyr. TpaBa Ha
Jyry Obl1a BHICOKAsI, UyTh HE C yesloBedecKuid pocT. BepoHuka
3aMeTHIIa, YTO MUTS yKe C TPYIOM TSHET TeJIeKKY U MOCTOSTHHO
OTMaxMBaeTCsl OT BCSIKUX JieTyunx rajoB. OHa pemuia caenarh
NpUBaJL.

— IlpuBan! — ckomangoBasia Beponuka. JIoH ocraHOBWJICS,
KaK BKOTaHHbIA. MUThKa 00JIerYeHHO B3/IOXHYJT U yTIaJI B TPABY.

— Te0s ceiiuac BooOIIIE Bcero UcKycaioT. [laBaii HaiijieM B TOp-
6ax [1s1 TeOs1 KYPTKY C KaIToIIOHOM, riepeojieHebes. [lorom oT-
JOXHEM UYyTh-4yTb U B MyTh. 3a JYrOM Taira. Tam W KUBHUILY
HavigeM. PoHaph He 3a0y/Ib U3 KapMaHa NepesioKUTh. A TO 3acy-
HeM B TOpOy U TMOiIeM Ha OIilymb. B Taiire erie TeMHoO.

— ®oHApeM-TO TOXKE HE CJIUIIKOM-TO CBETUTbh MOXHO, BAPYT
KTO 3aMETHT.

— CooOpaxaerns. ®oHapp HaM HyeH, YTOOBl Ha KOMIIAC



CMOTPETD U )KUBUILY HAWTH Ha Kenpe ! — ynbiOHyacs Beponuka. —
Ho ceituac Ham kom1iac He HykeH. S nonmyTu 3Haw. Hy, moxer,
MHOI/Ia IPOBEPUM HarpaBiieHe, He COUIUCH JIH. . .

— Coymaii, a Kak B Talire MOKHO HaIpaBJIeHUE HE CIyTaTh?
Huuero Beap He BuiHO. CTOSAT ceGe CTBOJBI 1 OOJIbIIIEe HUYETO.

— 41 ¢ percTBa K 3TOMY IprydeHa. C OTLOM XOIua, 1a U Tpo-
TIbl BCSKME €CTh. VX 3aloMUHAeIb U HUKOTIA HE MEPEITyTaelllb.
ITO HOBUUKY BCE OJIHO — CTBOJIBI, cTBOJIBI! JIagHO, XBaTuT 601-
TaTh, MOLLIN.

MuTbKa HEOXOTHO BCTAJI U, B35IB TEJIEKKY 3a PYUKY, TOTAILNI-
cs Beren 3a Jlonom u Beponukoit. JIyr mponum ObICTpO U BO-
I1IJTU B BBICOKUII XBOWHBIH Jiec. Tam ObLI0 MpayuHO U e11ie COBCEM
TEMHO.

— Bor Tyt u xuBuIB HabepeMm, — cka3aia Beponuka.

Murtbka nocrait (poHapp M OTAAI AeBylIKe. BepoHuka nocse-
TUJIa Ha HECKOJILKO OOJIBILIMX CTBOJIOB U Cpa3y HalllIa TOT, YTO
HyXHO. OHa BbITAIIMIA U3 KapMaHa HeOOJIbITYI0 OAaHOUKY U HOX,
¥ CTajla OCTOPOKHO COCKpedaTh C AepeBa MOy KUIKYIO, BI3KYIO
CMOJTy.

— A OTKyja Thl 3Haelllb, YTO MPSAMO TYT, HA CAMOM Kpalo KH-
BUILIA €CTh?

— Tak TyTr *e nepeBHsa panoM. Cioma 3a HEM XOOAT. 3ayem
NOPTHTH Liesioe iepeBo? [la BooOIie oHa Be3zie ecTb.

— A-a, npombruan napess. — Hy, n1aBail nomaxych, 3axpajim,
CUJI HeT yxe!

Beponuka 1 MuTbka HaMa3aJm OTKPBITBIE MECTA CMOJIOM U



MPOJIOJIKUIIN MYTh.

— Kycartor eme, ragpi! — cronan Mureka.

—INonoxau HemHoro. Eiiie XopoIi1o momMoraeT )KUBUIIA TUXTHI.
3to npocto Oask3am Ha panbl! Haiinem, u ee Habepem HEMHOTO.
A BoOOI1Ie THI CKOPO MPUBBIKHEIIB. [TpocTo He Oynernib odpaimarhb
Ha HUX BHUMAaHHUS.

— K aToMy Hesnb3s MPUBBIKHYTh! — CEphe3HBIM TOHOM CKa3ajl
Murtbka 1 Hagonro 3amondai. Koraa consie craio npoouBath-
Cs1 CKBO3b BBICOKHE CTBOJIbI XBOMHUKOB, OHU PACHOIOKUINCH HA
otneix. Hamo 6b110 HeMHoOro nocnath. M mogkpernuthbesi. Bepo-
HUKAa JIOCTajIa U3 TeJIe)KKU MaJIeHbKHI TOTIOPUK U ana MuTthbke:

— Wu, HapyOu nanHuka. BoH crout enka, a BOH nuxta. BHu3
€J1b TIOJIOKMM, a CBEpXY IUXTOBbIE BETKH, OHU HE KOJIOTCS.

— Bce-to TH 3Haemb! — mpoOypyasl mapeHb, HO MOCTYIITHO
B3$1J1 TOTIOPUK U TIOIIENT PyOUThH JIAITHUK.

Beponuka nocrana neneuku u ¢uisry ¢ Bogoi. [onoxuia Bce
9TO Ha HEOOMBITYIO0 capeTKy U cTalla KAaTh, KOT/a ee TIOMOIII-
HUK 3aKOHYMT C YCTPOMCTBOM JIEKAHKHU.

Morsofplie JIIoau MOAKPENWINCh U PYXHYJIU Ha MSTKUE BETKU.
JIOoH MPUMOCTHIICS PAAOM.

Taiira mymena. [TogHsiicsi HEOOMBINION BETEP, CKPUTIENU BET-
KU U CTBOJIbI IEPEBBEB, IJIe-TO BAAJIEKE TPeIal TETePeB, MTUIIBI
nie0eTany, 3aHMMasiCh CBOMMH TTOBCEJHEBHBIMHU JIeJIaMU, Talra
Kuia, Ho BepoHuka u1 MuTbka HUUETo 3TOrO YK€ He CIbIILIAIH,
OHU KPEIKO CHaJiv, MOXaJyd, BIEPBbIE 32 3TU IBA HECTIOKOU-
HBIX W CTpAIHbIX THA. JIoH qpemait psjaoM, HO OH Bcerja Obul



HacTopoxe. [Ipy KaxJaoM IMOpOXe UM HEMOHSTHOM MYy 3BYKe
TieC MPUOTKPHIBAJI 71433, ¥ BHUMATEIFHO CMOTPEJI IO CTOPOHAM.
BepHblii 1iec 1 oTapIXasi, BBIMOMHST CBOIO padoTy, OH OXpaHsuI
CBOIO XO3SIMKY, 32 KOTOPYIO, HM Ha CEKYH/Iy HE 3aJyMbIBasICh, OT-
J1aJ1 Obl CBOIO COOAYBIO KU3HbD. ..

[Tpocnany OHM MOYTH IO MOYIHS, HO OMPENCUTh 3TO UM
yAJIOCh TOJBKO MO 4YacaMm Ha pyke Mwutbku. CosHIE Kyaa-To
CKPBUIOCHh M BOOOIIE OOJIbIIe He TOSIBIISUTOCh. [loroia ssBHO Me-
HSLJIACh, 2 UM HAJI0 OBLJIO TIPOUTH ellle HECKOJIbKO KMJIOMETPOB JI0
cleayolero npusaia. Ternepp OHM peluiIn cnath Houbl. OHU
OyIyT yXe JajeKo M COBEPIICHHO He OOsUIMCh, YTO UX HAUIYT
O6anguthl. CKOpee Bcero, Te JJaBHO 0OC/IeIOBAJIU JIOM M TTOHSUIH,
yT0 BepoHUWKY yXke U ciief] MPOCThUL. A TJie ee UCKaTh HUKTO U3
Hux He 3Haj. Jlaxke mumuius. Tak Kak B cBoel 3arucke Muts
HE MOT' yKa3aTh MeCTa, KyJa OHU HallPaBJIsIOTCS. ..

Inasa 8. P2KABBIN

— [Touemy cHOBa 51?7 — YyTb JIM HE MJIAKCUBBIM I'OJIOCOM CIIPO-
cuil PxaBblid.

— Heyxenu Tl ITymaenib, YTO UATH HAJO0 MHE? — BBICOKO-
MEPHO TJIsi/isl Ha OECIIOKOMHO TIePEMUHAIONIErOCsl C HOTU Ha HO-
ry PxxaBoro, Bce BpeMsi MpHKUMAIOIIEro K cede OOIbHYIO PYKY,
CKa3aJ1 BHICOKUH OJIOHIIMH, B JOPOTOM MMIIOPTHOW KYpPTKE U TIO
BUJIy COBEPIIICHHO HE HATOMUHAIOIINI OJIATHOTO.



— 41 mo yxaca 6010Ch 9TOM COOaKM.

— A MeHs1? — MPUIILYpPHUBIIKCH, CIIPOCKI €ro OMOHIUH. — Thi
e 3Haelllb, 32 MHOM JIeJIO He CTaHET, 1 He OJ1aTHOM, MaJIbYMKOB Y
HUX MouX HeT. fl BooOIIie, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, moteprenimii! Cram
TeOs1 MEHTaM, 1 9TO TeOe rpo3uT?

— [a 3Hat0, — orpbI3HyJics PxaBbiii. — OH CTOSIT HA Kpalo Jieca
Y CMOTpEJT Ha 3aUMKY.

— IMoitpems Tyna. IlocmoTtpuiiib, 4TO Aa Kak. A MOTOM U s
nopoiay. OHa ke MeHs 3Bajia. MoXeT, 10roBOpUMCS.

— U yuto ¢ Hen pgenath? U ¢ TeM XMBIpEM, UTO Tam BSIKaI? —
MOTOM BCIIOMHMJI, KaK TOT CTPEJISIET U 3aMOJTYal.

— Tol roBOpMI, KJileBasi AeBaxa?

— KpacuBas u mononas ouenb. Ho 60p3as!

— A 4ro ¢ geBkamu aesnator? Cam He 3Haems? [omonbs3yemes
u B pacxof. Ham cBuneTenu He HyXHbl!

— JKanko neBky. Pebenok moutu. /la 1 He 3HaeT, moau, Kyaa
ee 0aTs pbIKbE 3aHBIKAI.

— U 1 B 310 Beputb? — paccMmesics: OJIOHIUH.

— K10 ee 3Haer?

— Xanoctnuseiii kakoi! Bee, koHuait 6azap, uan. 5 1e0s TyT
KILY.

PaBblil CIUTIOHYJT ¥ C BUZIOM OCYXIEHHOTO Ha Ka3Hb IOOpe
K 3aMMKe. BJIOHIMH 3aKypuJl U, COPSITABIIKUCh 32 TOJCTHIN KeJl-
POBBII CTBOJ, CTaJl AATh.

P3xaBblil OCTOPOKHO MOJOIIEN K JOMY, EMY MTOUYEMY-TO Cpasy
MOKA3aJIOCh, YTO B JOME HUKOIO HET. [lepHyB BEpb, OH MOHSII,



gto He ommnoOcs. C HEKOTOPOU Bee ke OMACKOM, MPOW/Isi BHYTPb,
OH ocMoTpeJics. Bece ykas3biBasio Ha TO, 4TO MOKA OH IUIEJICS CO
CJIOMaHHOM PYKOM K UX U30YIIIKe, IEBYOHKA C XaxayeM coexara.
Kpyrom Bansuuch kakue-to Bemu. Cooupaiuck, BUAHO, ObICT-
po. PxaBblii ellie HEMHOTO MOCTOsLT B KOMHATE, IISIHYJI 32 [1€Yb,
MOTOM BBIILIEN U3 JOMA, U 3arjIsHyJ1 B oamnod. .. Bee, civHsm!
A t7ie xe pbikbe? B3su ¢ coboi, mim ero BooOIe TyT HUKOTAa
He ObL10. Maso ym yro 6a3apuiu? [1polio cTonbKo JieT, 4To oT
9TOrO CaMOro 30JI0Ta YK€ HUYETr0 He OCTaJIOCh.

OH BbILIEI HA MOJISIHY TIEpe]] TIOMOM Y MaxHYJ1 pyKOW CBOEMY
nofiesIbHUKY. TOT yBUJIEJ 3HAK U CTaJl MPUOMIKATHCA K JIOMY.

— Hy, uro? Bomuwuiia yoexana B jiec?

— Iouemy B siec? — ynuBuics PxaBbiid.

— Jla 310 1 TaK, paccyxknaato. Kyna eme Bomuuiie 6exats? Ee
30ByT BepoHUKOI1, a HE BOIUYUILIEN.

— Jlom ocmoTpen, CBaIUIN OHU!

— Hy, naBaii emie mistHem, Kak xujia Haria Bomuuna. [Tocmor-
PH BCE JIA OCTAJIOCh HA CBOUX MECTAX ?

— Ila Bpoze Bce! DTux, KyCTUKOB, Kak TaM — FrepaHeil HeT, Tak
MBI UX B IPOILIbIH pa3 elile Bee norepedusn. Korna B okHO Biie-
3ayM. A korga 1ot 3Bepiora IIITeipst 3aMounI, s TOBO, YeEpe3 OK-
HO K€ HOTH U CAeJal.

— 3HauuT, Bce Ha MecTax. [leub 1ienas, moJoBUIIbI HE MOIHS-
THI. ..

—Bo! —3akpuyain PxaBeiit, oT cTpaxa Kymmod cHecsio! lepeBo
TYT Kakoe-To ctosiio! Bombimoe takoe, Onectsmee. B kaake. 51



€ro TOXe Torja NMepeBepHyJ1, B 3eMJie TOKONAJICS, HO TaM HUYEro
HE Haules.

— JlepeBo, roBopuilib, B Kaake... — bionaun 3agymancs. — A
Ternepb OHO Tje?

— Hy, tak Hery! bsuio, u Her.

— BricTpo ocmotpu aBop. Eciv rie Basnsgercs, npuHecu. A Her,
Torna s Te0s1 youBarh, THULY, Oyy. ..

P>xaBbli1 BbUIETEN BO IBOP, CIIOTKHYJICSI Ha JIECTHULIE, U Uy Th
He ynail. [IpukpbiBasi O0JIBHYIO PYKY, U3pbIrasi TPOKJISATHS U Ma-
TepsCh, OH OOEKaJl BECh ABOP, JOOEKAI JI0 PeKH, 0OCIea0Ba
BCIO MOJISIHY U, KOHEYHO, HUYEro HEe Halled. . .

BepHyBIIUCh B JI0M, OH CTOJIKHYJICA C KE€CTKMM B3[JISIOM
brnonguna.

— Hy, u rne ono? Hamen?

— Her.

— A KajyllIKy WY ropiioK, B KOTOPOM OH poc?

— Toxe Her.

— Hy, uro %, rauna, youts te0s uto su? Vnm meHTam ciath?
Yro Tam TeOe 3a nBa youiictBa cBeTUT? Bhimika?

— Her, biionauH, TOJBKO HE MEHTaM, 51 BCE CAENAl0, 3EMIII0
HOCOM PHITh Oyay, HO Bomuuity Haviy!

— Ee 30ByT Beponuka! — ckaszan biionaus, Bbiesn u3 joma u
3aKypUJI.

PxaBbli1 IOCTOSIT B HEPEIIUTEILHOCTH, TIOTOM BCE K€ BBIIIIE
BCJIE 3a BiioHIuHOM.

— Jle3p B mognon!



— Ha koi1? — cipocun PxaBbiid.

— Kanucrpy ¢ 6eH3uHOM iy, X035IMH TYT, TIOXOXe, 3arac-
nvBbIiA ObUT. [TycTUM meTyXa v JIMHSAEM.

— A BIpYT pbIKbeE ellle TIe-To B Jome?

— Tsl mauor? Her ero yxe 31ech. YIIUIO PbLKbE BMECTE C JIE-
peBom! B kagxe!

P>kaBblii 1oJie3 B MO0, U CTaJl IapuTh B TemHoTe. Opyo-
BaTh OJIHOW PYKOH ObUIO HEyJOOHO, a Ipyrasi pyka HelagHo 0o-
nena. Ero pa3oupaia 37100a — KTO OH Takou, 3TOT BIoHIuH, 4TO
Tak KoMaHayeT uM? 3aMOYHTh THUY, U B Oera. Tepstb emy Obl-
70 yxe Hedero. [la u OpaTBa, y3HaB, YTO OH C/IENAJI C YYaCTKO-
BbIM, eMy He npocTut. Hano BanmuTh. PkaBblil, HAKOHEII, HaIIly-
naJl KAHUCTPY, TPSXHYJ e — eCThb. [ 1e-TO ¢ 4eTBepTh KAHUCTPHI.
[TpobpaJicst K BBIXOAY, MOCTOSIT HEMHOTO. . .

— Hy, rze 1 Tam 3acTpsn?

— [a uny yxe, uny.

PxaBbiii BbUIe3, BIIOHAMH BBIPBAI Y HEr0 KaHUCTPY M Havall
o0nmBaTh oM OeH3uHOM. [1I0TOM OTKMHYJ MyCTyI0 KaHUCTPY B
CTOPOHY, YUPKHYJT 3Q)KUTAJTKON U OTOIIIE.

OroHb Becesio modexal o nepumMeTpy A0ma, NoJAHUMAsICh BCe
BBIIIIE U BBIIIIE, MTOKA SI3BIKK TJIAMEHU TIOJIHOCTHIO HE TIOTJIOTUIIN
ero.

— YTo Thl HA MEHS TaK CMOTpPUIIIb? — cipocuil biioHuH, yno-
BUB TMOJTHBIN HEHAaBUCTH B3MIIs PxaBoro. — [axe He mymaii! Tol
Ha KOro 6aToH KpOIIUIIIb?

— Jla 51 9TO, 1 HUYEro, — OIMYCTUB IJ1a3a, MPOMAMIII PxaBbiii.



Hwuuero, 51 ¢ TOO0I elrie MOKBUTAIOCH, CITy4aii MOJABEpHETC s, 3a
BCE OTBETHIIIb, MOIyMaJl PxkaBbiii.

— Bcee, Bastum otciona! — kpukHyn bionaus.

Tpeck u ry noxapa ObUT CIBIIIEH JJae Ha Kpato Tairu. Pxa-
BBII OOEPHYJICS, TOCMOTPEJ Ha TOPSIIIIUE JI0M U B3porHyi. Emy
MIOYEMY-TO CTaJIO Kajb U YOUTOrO UM JIECHUKA, U €r0 MOJIOJICHb-
KyIO /I04b. PkaBbiii He ObUT OCOOEHHO CEHTMMEHTAIBHBIM — OH
HUKOT/Ia He MpoIlaJl MPUYMHEHHOrO eMy 371a, HO U O 00pe He
3a0biBasl. OH ObUT YBEPEH B TOM, UTO €CJIM OBl JIEBYIIIKA HE OKa-
3aja eMy MOMOIIb, M1 OH Obl BEPHYJICS B M30YIIIKY CO CJIOMAaH-
HOM, TIouTH OoNTalomeics pykoi, bioHauH ¢ HUM He cTaj Obl
LEPEMOHUTLCS — MyCTHJT Obl B pacxof. U elie oH 3Hau1, 4TO eciu
bronaun Haiiner Bomuuily, OH MOCTYNUT € HEM Tak, Kak T'OBO-
pwi. W 1 Toro xyxe. ..

[Tnersch 3a BiaonauHOM 10 Taiire, OH MOAYMaJ, XOTb ObI JIEB-
YOHKA CJIMHS1IA TIOJIAIbIIIEe ¥ 3aHbIKAJIACh MOy Yllle, YTOObI ee HU-
KTO HUKOT/IA HE HAIIIelI. . .

B nepesHe 3ameruiu noxap. 1 cpady CMEKHy/IM, 4TO TOPUT
HE Taira, a crapoe JjecHu4ecTBo. CpOYHO BbI3BAJIM MOKAPHBIX U
MIMIEO. [JaBHO N0 iepeBHE OPOIMIIH CITyXH, YTO OOBSIBHIIIHCH
KaKue-To Oeryible, KOTOphIe YacTo HaBeABIBAIUCH K BepoHuke Ha
3auMKy. Kto-TO Gostanyi, u nomuio-noexano. [IeBka oHa onu-
HOKas, JajgHast. Bce 60stnch, Kak Obl Yero ¢ Heil He CITy4uIIoch,
HO HaBECTUTb CUPOTY, WJIM YEM-TO €l IOMOYb HE pelainuch. Bee
IPUJEPKUBAIUCH MHEHUSA — CUAM THUXO, HE MOJy4UIIb JIMXa!



Munuius npuexasia nepBoit. [loxkapka mouTu ciegom 3a Heu.
Benp ecimu moxap nepeKuHeTCsl Ha Tanry, 6ea KOCHeTCsl BeeX.
Y4acTKOBBIN MOJOIIEN K YK€ PYXHYBIIIEMY, TOTOPAOIIEMY J0-
My U JI0JITO, TTOYTH 3aBOPOKEHO CMOTpEJI Ha IJIaMs. DTOro OH
He oxuaan Hukak. [ e ke Mutbka? Uto ¢ Beponukoii? U ecre-
CTBEHHO MBICIIU Pa0OTAI TOJNBKO B OJIHY CTOPOHY — XOTh ObI
MwurTbKa ObUI JKUB, & UTO TaM C JIBUIICH, Y KOTOPOH, 110 €ro MHe-
HUIO, PbUTbLIE OBUIO B MYIIIKY, KOTOPAasi YTO-TO SIBHO 3HAJIA, HO HE
XOTena cKazarb, eMy ObUTo Bce paBHO. Hy, %aib, KOHEYHO, JIeB-
Ky, HO MUTBKa-TO IJIEMSIHHUK, POAHAS KPOBb. ..

— Hy, 4to Tam, Kak gymaenib? — NOAOKAsS K OJHOMY U3 IO-
’KapHbIX, cripocus Bukrop.

— A otkyna g 3Ha0? Tenepp TOJIBKO KPUMUHAIMUCTHL OIIpe/ie-
JIAT, €CTh TaM TeJIa WK HeT. Ye 5k MHE B OrOHb JIE3Th UJIU I0JI0-
BEIIIKU pa30packiBaTh? 3auid, 1 TO Xopoimo. M 4to Ha Taiiry He
NEPEKUHYJIOCh TOKE yAaya — BUlllb, BETEP KAKOW pa3bIrpajics?

— Buky, — B340XHYJI BUKTOp M BApPYr BCIIOMHUJI, O YEM JI0-
rOBapUBaJjCs C TUIEMSAHHUKOM. OH BeJiel KPUMUHAIMCTaM, KaK
crieyeT 00caeoBaTh MECTHOCTD, AaKe YUUTHIBAsI, UTO MOXap-
HBlE 3aTOITaJM IOYTH Bce cielpl. Ho KaHMCTpy Bce ke Ha-
IIJTH, U3PSIHO OOTOPEBIIYIO, HO C OHOW CTOPOHBI KPACKa TOJIb-
KO HEMHOTO MTOTPECKAIACh. 3HAYUT, MOKHO W MAJbUYMKU HAUTH.

BukTOp oToliien K mposecky, 3aTeM TUXOHbKO, ITOJIOIIEN K pe-
Ke, OIJISTHYJICS, He BUJUT JIM KTO, M HATHYJICA K OOJIBILIOMY, JIesKa-
IIEMY HAIOJIOBUHY B BOJIE iepeBy. TaM ObUIO MasieHbKOE AYILIO.
OH mpocyHyJ Tyza pyKy H... moonarogapwi ['ocrona, kK KoTopo-



MY, KaK SIpblii KOMMYHHCT, OOpaIajics UCKIIOYUTETBHO PEIKO.
BriTaimmB mManieHbKUi, CBEPHYTHIN B TPYOOUKY JIMCTOUYEK Oyma-
I'i, OH CHOBA OIJISIJIEJICS Y TIOJIOKMJI ITUCbMO B KapMaH.

Korna oH BepHyJics, oxkapka yxe yexasa. Bosie npiMsaimumxcs
rOJIOBELIEK TOJIUIINCH €0 KOJIJIETH.

— Burth, — cKazas1 OIMH U3 KPUMUHAIUCTOB. — [lasibunku BTO-
poro B Kaptoreke Hamien. OcBoOoauscs B npouuioM rogy. He
Oernplii. Kitmuka PxkaBpiil. A B Mofmnose, YbMX NajibleB TOJIBKO
HeT... Hy, x0351eB 1oMa eCTECTBEHHO MOJIHO, HO €CTb €11Ie OAHU —
HAIIIero y4acTKoBoro. Xopomwuii Obi1 Mmyxuk. Ho. .. Ipyx06a-To
y HUX C JIECHUKOM JaBHsis1 Obuta. Korga BeponukuH namaria cu-
nen, Ham [I€rp tam Bepryxaem Obul. Tak uTO, IpykOaHbI OHU
ellle C TeX BpeMEH. A KOE-KTO yIUBJISLICS. . .

— A Kkrto yOwms, Tak ¥ HensBecTHO? BombHO TOXOXe yOuBan
JPyraHoB! — 3alyMYMBO CKa3aJl HOBbIM YYaCTKOBBIM.

— Iloka eme He TOYHO, HO noxpo3pesaro Pxasoro u ITeips.
Ho ectb KkTO-TO eme. DTu 1Ba HA MOKPYXY Obl He Tonu. Kro-
TO HAJIOYMWI WM 3aCTaBUIL

— JlagHo, noexamu. TyT yxe Ham jaenatb He4yero. A BOT TO-
r'0 aBTOPUTETA, KOTOPBI BCEMH STUMH JI€JIAMHU 3aIPaBJIsIET, HAM
HaJI0 OBl TIOOBICTPEE BHIUUCIIUTD.

— Omsate riryxaps ! TosmbKo BOT 32 yOUICTBO YYaCTKOBOTO C HAC
OT/IEJIBHO CIPOCHT, a 3TO AEJIO OJHOU BEPEBOYKOU CO BCEM 3TUM
CBSI3aHO.

BukTop cen B MamvHy 1 Moka ObUT OMH OBICTPO JIOCTAT 3a-
MYCKY U MPOYUTAT:



«... llsaas Butd, Hac BBIHYAWIM YUTU. YIIUIM B Talry, J0poru
HE 3Hal0, KOIJia BEpHYCh TOXE, HO C HAMHU BCE XOpolo. . . [Jopora
JaJTbHSISA, UJEM B KaKyI0-TO M30YIIKY, TaK YTO CBSI3b TEPSETCS.
Ecnu He BepHYCh 10 BECHbI, He BojHYy#Hcs. W He uinute Hac, Be-
POHMKA TOBOPUT, YTO MECTA TaM HEMPOXOAMMbBIE U HAC TaM HU-
KTO He HanjeT. Hu GaHaWUThI, HU MUAJTULIMS. . . »

BuUKTOp CKOMKaJ MMCbMO, U CILUTIOHYJI B (POPTOUYKY MAIllMHBI:

— Bort nypavok! Kyna nonecno? Yro s renepb ero poauTessim
ckaxy? Yiuesn B Tairy Ha 3uMoBKy? Jla 1 s Toxe xopoi! Moso-
JIOrO MapHs NPsAMO B MIEKJIO 3aCYHYJI. ..

I'masa 9. HOWIEI C Y IOBCTBAMMUA

Beponuka u MuTbka rporiuti 6e3 OT/pIxa ouTH 1eJIbIi JICHb.
JloH, oOBelIaHHbI TOpOaMH, 111eJT BIiepev U BHIMCKUBAJ TPOII-
KM, YTOOBI OBLIO Jierde mpoiTu. Tpornok, coOOCTBEHHO, HUKAKUX
1 He Ob10. [IpocTo OH 0OXOAMIT MecTa C 3aBajlaMU CTaphIX, yKe
OTXKUBIIMX JiepeBbeB. MoJojibie oA ObLTH €My 3a 3TO OYeHb
OJ1aromapHbl, CHJIBI UX ObUTH yike Ha ucxoje. Ha BceM cBoeM Ity-
TH OHU HE BCTPETHIM HU OJIHOTO YeJIoBeKa — HM TPUOHMKA, HU
SITOTHMKA, TaK KaK 3TH MecTa ObLIA yXke JajleKO OT JIEpEeBeHb U
nocesTkoB. OHY UK K HEOOJIBITIIOMY TaeKHOMY 03epy, Iie XOTe-
JI YCTPOUTHCSI HA HOYJIET, TIOMBIThCSI 1 TIOMIOJIHUTD 3a1iac BOJIbI.
Jlasblire myTh UM MPECTOS elie OoJiee TPYIHBIN, TaK KaK B TeX
MecTax ObLIO MHOI'O OOJIOT, a €I11e JAJIBIIE UX KAl HEOOJIBIIINE
IIPEIrOpbsl M OBparu, KOTOPbIe UM HaJI0 ObUIO peooneTs. [nm



OHU YyXe Tpu JIHs1, BepoHMKa MHOra CMOTpesia KapTy U CBepsiia
IIyTh KOMITaCOM.

— 41 ycran TamuTh 3Ty NPOKJIATYIO TENEKKY, MOXKET, BCE-Ta-
KM OCTaBUM TBOH (PHKYC riie-HUOYIb Ha COJHEYHOU MOJISIHKe ! —
BOCKJIMKHYJI MUTBKa U cell.

Beponuka Toxe mpucesia Ha CTBOJI CTaporo IEPEBa, BbITEpIIa
HOT €O J10a ¥ ¢ UPOHKEN cKazana:

— Torna BeIKMIBIBAN PyXbsl U ATPOHBI, & MAMKHH (PUKYC 5
BBIOPACBHIBaTh HE TIO3BOJIIO.

— W uro TBI Tak K HeMy npuBsA3atack? Maso s (pUKycoB, KO-
TOpbIE CakaJIu HAIlld MAaTepPU U OTLIBL.

—V 1ebs marth xkuBa? — TUXO crpocuiia BepoHuka.

— JKuBa, xoneuno. U oreir.

— A 4 cupora! — B 1a3ax y JEBYLIKM NOKA3AINACH CJIE3bI, OHA
OTBEpHYJIaChb OT MUTBKM U MpOLIENTaNa, — & 3TO, BCE, YTO OCTa-
JIOCh OT MOMX poauTenen. M eciiv Thl ycTas ero TaluTh, 3HaYuT,
ero noraruy !

— Ja naymHoO, He 1wiayb, BepoHwuk, moramty s ero. Pa3 on Tebe
TaK JIOpOr.

— OH gopor MHe Kak cama xu3Hb! [la u Tebe Teneppb ToXe. ..

— He noHan? — 03agayeHHO B3IVISIHYB Ha JIEBYIIKY, CIIPOCUI
napeHs. — A 4-TO TyT ipu4em?

— ThI mo1Ie1 co MHOM. A, 3HAYUT, CBA3AJI CBOIO CY/IbOY C MOEH,
BOT U Bce OOBSICHEHHE.

—9TO Tl HA YTO ceYac HameKaellb? — ucyraucs MuTbka. —
Sl Tenepp, 9TO KEHUTHCS HA TeOe NOMmkKeH?



—Hy, 1 nypak e Thl, KaK st TOCMOTPIO! — TPYCTHO YJIBIOHY/IACh
Beponuka.

— Yro 310 cpazy aypak? — oduaencs napeHb. — [IpocTo Th
TaKUe CTPAHHbIC BEIM TOBOPUIIIH !

— W uuvero crpannoro. banautel Buaenu vac odoux. M uryt
Ternepp HaC JBOMX, & HE TOJIBKO MeHs !

— A-a. Tsl 00 3TOM! — YCTIOKOMBIIUCH, B3JOXHY MUThKA. —
A 3auem um BooOI1e Hac uckatb? Heyxenu oHu Bee ele Haje-
I0TCSI HAWTU Kakoe-To TaM 30710T0? Ecim OHO ocTajioch B JOMeE
— Bce mpocto! Pa3zoOpanu 30y Ha JIONMIEYKH U HANLIA. MBI UM
COBEpILIEHHO HE HYKHBI!

— Mbsl Buzienu ux. M 3Haem, 4To 3T0 OHM YOWJIM MOETO OTIa
v y4dactkoBoro. lammwo [erpa.

— Otkyna y Te0s1 Takue BBIBOJIbI?

— He 3nar. Ho, gymaro, oHM Tak CUMTAIOT.

— Xopolilo, a ec/Id He CYUTAIOT TaK, HAaUAYT CBOE «PbIKbE»
u cMotaoTcsa. Mnmm Mol nsnpka ux novimaet. M um Oyzet yxe
He JI0 Hac.

— He naunyr.

— Iloyemy? OHO ke, Kak OHM CUUTAIOT, CIIPSATAHO Te-TO B JIO-
Me, Ha 3aMKe.

— Onu ommbarorcs. JlagHo, XBAaTUT PAaCCHKHMBATBHCS, TOpPa
JIBUTaTh Jajblie. A TO Mbl He JoOepemMcsi K HOUM J0 O3epa.
N npunercs HoueBarh 3/€Ch, B 9TOM HEYIOTHOM BBICOKOM Jie-
cy. Ceituac npoiieM elre HEeMHOTO TIO TIPSIMOM, a oToM OyIeM
capuratbes Ha FOro-3anaa. Yepes Tpu yaca TOKHBI IPUUTH K



MECTY Hallleid HOUeBKHU.

— A 4ro Mbl Oygem cerogns ects? Hagoenu rpuosl, nenen-
KH-TO Thl Bce JIOHY cKapMUIIMBaelllb.

— Tam sirog mHoro. Y 6onotia. KimokBa, 1a 1 yepHUKa erre
nonajiaercsi. 3Haelllb, a MHOIIA Ha MPUTOPKAX WK B BbICOKOM
TPaBE MOKHO U 3eMJISIHUKY HaWTH! — CKa3zajia napHio BepoHuka
Y KaK-TO COBCEM IO-/IETCKU YJIbIOHYIaCh.

— A uT0-HMOYIb TIOCcepbe3Hel? — crpocuy MUTS U, KOHEYHO
ke, 3aMETHJI 3Ty ee YJIBIOKY. OH MoyeMy-To HU pa3y He CMOTpe
Ha Hee, Kak Ha AeBylIKy. CTpaHHO. A OHa Belb OYEHb KpPAaCH-
Bas... Ul HexkHas, Kak 11BeTOK !

— Hy, 1 nymasa, 4yto B Halleil KoMaHzae MyxuuHa Tol. [loa-
CTpEJUIIb YTO-HUOY/Ib HA YKUH. YKe MOXKHO U KOCTEP Pa3kKu-
ratb, 1 lrymMeTb. Hac 3/1€Cb HUKTO HE YCIIBIIIUT.

Sra ee ppaza cpasy ke octynuna Mutbky. MoMeHT oyapoBa-
HUS niporien, OynTo ero u He Obuto. Ceifuac OHa emMy MMoKa3aiach
CJIMIIKOM Y:K B3pOCJION U JeJIoBOM. Bpore cepxkaHTa /1711 HOBO-
OpaHIIeB.

Mojonpie 01 NOAHSUINCE, JIOH, JieskaBIINKM Bo3Jie HOru Be-
POHMKHU, TOXe TOIHSLICS, ¥ ToOpe Briepeau. OHU ycTalu, XOTe-
JIM €CTh, U KakK CJedyeT OTIO0XHYTh. BepoHuka 3Hana, 4To ux ce-
TO/IHS KAET HOUEBKA C yIOOCTBAMH, a HE MO OTKPHITHIM HEOOM,
KaK JIBE Mpe/IbplAyIIe HOUM.

Becpb ocraBumiics nyte, MuTbka aymain Haj ciioBamu Bepo-
HUKU. OH BCIIOMMHAJ BCE CKA3aHHBIE €10 CTPAHHBIE BEIH, OCO-
6eHHO Tpo 3070T0. OHM OMmMOATCS, YTO 3070TO B foMe! DTo



ObL1a ee nocneHss paza. 3HAUUT, OHA 3HAJA PO 30JI0TO C ca-
moro Hayasa? Hy, Bo BCAKOM cityuae, Iocye TOro, Kak K Heu 3a-
ne3mu Oanautel. [lomyvaercs, oHa 3Haer, rae oHo? Ho momuur
Y He roBopuUT Jaxe emy. OH HEMHOTO ellle MOAyMaJ, U PeLul,
9TO caM OblI TOKE He CKa3aJl O 30JI0Te KAKOMY-TO ITOCTOPOHHEMY
YeJI0BEeKY, KOTOPOro 3HAET MeHbIIe Hefieu. Tem Ooree, 4To 3TOT
YeJIoBeK ObUT MOJIOC/IAH K Hel yYaCTKOBBIM MUJTMITOHEPOM, Ja
ellle SABJISETCS eEMY TUIEMSIHHUKOM. .. DTO BCE MOXKET [TOKA3aThCs
el Ooree yem cTpaHHbBIM. V1 BepoHurKka BIOJTHE MOXKET PeluTh,
9TO OH OBUI MPUCTABJIEH K HEW He AJIsI OXPaHBbl, a [Tl BBIYXKMBA-
HUS HY:KHOHN nHpopmaru. Kopode, oHa yBepeHa, UTo OH IITH-
oH!

DTH TpU Yaca JaIUCh UM Tsikeso. OHU yxke C TPyJOM Iepe-
CTaBJISUTM HOTU. JIOH TSIKEJIO AbIIIAJI, HO BCE Ke Iles BIepeau
BCEX, M BCE BpeMsl ITPUHIOXUBAJICS, KaKk OyATO YyBCTBOBAJI 3aax
KWIbs1 U BKYCHOH €[Ibl.

— Hy, xoraa xe Mbl joraemM? — CTOHAJI U3MYy4YeHHbII MuUTh-
Ka. — DTa najbMa OTTsIHyJIa MHE BCE PYKH, & HOTH YK€ COBCEM
HE WIYT.

— Ckopo yxe.  Toxke yxe ene mierycb. BoH — mocMorpu Ha
JloHa, OH y’ke 4yBCTBYET MECTO HOUJIETA.

— C 4ero 3710 Thl B3s71a? — BBIMYUEHHO YJIbIOHYBIIUCH, CITPO-
cus1 MurtbKa.

— OH 4yBCTBYeT 11eJIb HAIIIEeTO MYTH.

— To, k koTopomy MbI i ? 30ymKy?



— Her. Ml ¢ oTIIOM 3€Ch B MO3AMPOIILJIOM IOy OCTaHABJIN-
BaJMCh. TaM BBICTPOEH KPEIKMK HIAJIAILL.

— MManam? A g-To gymai. ..

— JIns Hac m manam ceiiyac 4to-to Bpoje aoma. Tem Gonee,
TaM €CTh BCE HEOOXOIUMOE.

— Yro TH MMeelb B BUy? — yIuBWICA MuUTbKa.

— [punenb, cam yBuauiib. BoH, yike BUKY, TOIXOIUM.

JIOH 3aBWJIST XBOCTOM U KY/a-TO ITOHECCH.

A MwurTbKa, Kak HU BCMaTPUBAJICSI B TO MECTO, BO3JI€ KOTOPO-
'O BECEJIO KPYTWICS MEC, TAK HUYETO U He yBUJE. Enku, KyCThl,
Ky4a MOBaJeHHBIX AepeBbeB U Bce! UyTh mopjasbiie OH yBUIEI
HeOoJbIIoe 03epiio. OHO CBEpKaJo B JlyyaX BEUEpHEro COJIHIIA
¥ MaHWIO K ceOe. XOTea0Ch CKUHYTh C ceOst 3TY MPOBOHSIBIIYIO
IIOTOM U JIBIMOM OfIEK]1y, ¥ OKYHYTbCSl B IIPO3PAYHBIE U OUMIIIA-
1011e BoAbI 03epa. [JJoH yxke cTos Ha Kpao 1 Jlakas Boay. [lotom
MIO/IHST TOJIOBY, IIOCMOTPEN Ha XO31KY U PaJlOCTHO FaBKHYI.

— Bcee! ITpunum! — ckazana BepoHrka v CKMHYJIA C 1U1eY Ts-
JKEJIbIM PIOK3aK.

MuThKa CTOSIT Kak 3aBOPOKEHHBINA. BOKpyT OBLIO moTpsicaio-
11Ie KPacuBO, OH HE 3aMeyvall KpacOTbl MECTHOCTH, M0 KOTOPO
OHM IIUTH, a Terepb BAPYr oOpaTui Ha 310 BHUMaHue! Ckopee
BCET0, 9TO OT MpPEABKYIIEHUs OTAbIXxa U enpl. OH MOCTaBUII Te-
JexxKy ¥ nogoiuen K JJony. JIoH npuskai K HeMy roJIOBY U IOBEP-
YMBO [TOCMOTPEJI EMY B IJ1a3a.

— A oH Te6s nomo6u. U yxe noeepsiet tede! — mocMoTpeB Ha
HEXXHOCTH [I0Ha, C HEKOTOPOM PEBHOCTHIO B T'OJIOCE TPOrOBOPHIIA



Beponuka.

— A THI? — IOBEPHYBILNXCH K AEBYIIKE, CIIPOCAI MHUTBKA.

— A g... ... eme He 3Haw! — pacrepsnack Beponuka. Hy, B
CMBICJIE BTOPOTO, KOHEYHO!

MuTthka Beceno pacxoxoTajcs M JACKOBO MOMIAIMI cOOaKy.
[IoroM OH HarHyscs K BOAE U YMBLICS YMCTOM ITPOXJIAJHOU BO-
TIOM.

— Wnu cona, HegoBepuMBas Haia, ymoucs!

— MHe TyT nomouip HyKHa, UOU CIOAA, a IOTOM U yMOEMCH,
1 J1aXKe UCKYIIaeMCs.

[Tapens nopomen k Beponuke u yBues Kakon-To 3aBajl, BMe-
CTO LlaJ1aua.

— D70 TH Ha3bIBaelllb IIAJAIIOM CO BCEMH ynoOcTBaMU? — ¢
CapKa3MOM CIPOCHJI OH.

— [punercs HEeMHOTO MOCTapaThCsl, YTOOB HABECTH TYT TOPSI-
Jok! B TakoM ke TOHe OTBeTW/a JIeByIIKa. — DTO Mbl ¢ OaTeil
CMIEIMANIBHO TaK C/IENIANIU, YTOOBI He MPUBJIEKATh BHUIMAHUSI.

— To1 % roBopuIIb, YTO 34€CH HUKTO HE XOAUT HUKOrA!

— Hy, mayio yu! Bupyr OpakoHbepsl 3a0peyT. XOTs, cerlvac
Hapo7 MOLLE MEJIKUA U KaJHbIN. JlaJIeKo He XOAAT, HACTPEJIAIOT
I4¥ BOJIM3M C )KWJIbEM, U B IEPEBHIO, XBACTAThCSI M BOJIKY IMUTD !
JKamHOCTh K yOMitCTBY 3TO cTpanHo! § moHMmai 0X0Ty TOJBKO
TaK — XOUelllb ecTh, 100ynb cede eny. Kak B mpupone. A youBarhb
’KUBHOCTb pajiv 3a0aBbl ¥ 6aXBaJIbCTBA ITO CTPAIIHbIN Ipex. OHU
Xyxe 3Bepeit! A BooOIe-T0 OHU He TYT OXOTSTCS, YyTh B CTOPO-
Hy JIy4llle, TaM U IIPOXOAMTB JIerde, ¥ MOAbEXaTb Ha MallliHax



MOJKHO.

— A 310 jJaneko orcroga?

— Kuiomerpos 70-100, — 1 nokazana Tyga pyKou.

— Toraa 3a4eM ke Bbl 3TO AeJaly ¢ OTLHOM? — pa30upasi 3aBa-
JIbI U3 CTapbIX OpeBeH M CyXHX BETOK, CIpocusl MUTBKA.

— Ha Bcakum cinyvai. Ynum eme Heganeko. bepexenoro bor
oepexer!

— O#, 3mes! — 3akpryan MUTbKa U OTCKOYMJT B CTOPOHY.

— W uTto THI TaK openib? — 3acMestiach Beponuka. — OHa ceit-
9ac ymomiser. A BOOOIIE eCTh TAKOE 3aKJIMHAHUE — €CJTM BUIUIIH
3Mel0, HaJI0 MPOTSAHYTh PYKY, BOT TaK — OHA BBHITSIHYJIA PYKY U
BBICTABUJIA BIIEpe] J1aJJOHb, U cKa3aTb — O3m, 0304, o3ua! 1 oHa
TYT K€ YIOJ3eT.

— U dro, nomoraer? — ¢ THTEpPECOM CIPOCHJI ITAPEHB.

— A xak xe! Buguiib, ee yxe HeT!

— A ecnu He yBUIMIIIL?

— MoxeT 1 nanHyTh!

— A BIIpyT TaM elie UX MOJHO? — UCITYTaHHO I/ Ha IIaJall,
cpocus Mureka.

— Ceituac Bce pacrnonsyTcs, Aaxe eciv U ecTh. [JoH, mpoBeps!

— W THI BOT Tak IPOCTO 3acCTaBIIsielh TIOOUMYIO COOAKy JIe3Th
B TaJIOIIHUK ?

— 9710 %€ TypKMEHCKMI BOJIKO/AB, BbIpoCcIIMK Ha Bojie! OH
y&e UX CTOJIbKO YOWJI... U cben. [lymaenib, 4To oH Takum 601-
pssukoM uzet? Ha ogaux nenemkax yro jau?

— To1 mryTris! — ¢ y:xacoM BOCKIMKHYJI MUTBKA.



— KoneuHo, mry4y, nmpo To, 4To OH UX €1 1o Aopore. A BOOO-
I1e OH CBOOOTHO OepeT 3Mel0 U PEe3KUM JIBMIKEHUEM JIOMAeT e
xpebet. Bot u Bce! [Topona takas!

B 310 Bpemsi [IoH Bhiles U3 MOYTH OCBOOOKIEHHOTO I11ajalia
C OrPOMHOM YEpHOM Ta/II0KOH B MacTu. 3Mes Obljla MEpTBa.

— ThI KaK XOueIb, a 1 TaM HOYeBaTh He Oyy! — 3aHBUT MUTBH-
Ka.

— Hy, Torga cnu Ha ynuue, a Mbl C MOUM MaJIbUMKOM Ceilyac
CBEXKYIO MOJCTUJIKY MOJIOKUM, U JiskeM B Teruie. [IpaBaa, moi
MaJIbuuK ?

JoH 6pocu 3melo, nofoien K BepoHuke u nprskaics K Hel
IIMPOKOM CIIMHOM.

— Mornogen, Hon! Brarogapio 3a ciyx0y! — ronocom KoMas-
aupa nporosopwia Beponuka. — I HECKOIBKO pa3 momiaguia
Tica Mo MymmcTou 6emoi mepctu. — Hazeroch, Tam Oosbilie HeT
HUKAKOH KMUBHOCTH ?

JIOH MOAHSAJ TOJIOBY M IPOMKO raBkHYJ. M1 Mutbke nokasa-
JI0Ch, 4TO nec ckazan eu: — «Cinyxky Coerckomy Corwo3sy!»

I'maBa 10. HOYb

PacuuctuB momanxy nepeq majaamoM, MOJIOABIE JIIOAU Ha-
TaCKaJM JPOB M pa3oxkIM Kocrep. Iloroga crosuia sicHas, XOTb
Y HEMHOTO BETpEHas1, HO 3TO NOKa3aJI0ch BEpoHuKe Jaxe Ha py-
Ky. MOXHO nocTuparb Ofek 1y U 3a HOUb BeICYIIUTH. [locie To-
ro, KaKk OHM HApyOWJIM JIATHUKA M CHeJady B IIasalie MATKUi



Y TOJICTBIM HACTWUJI, BepoHuKa peminiia UCKynarbcs, Aa 1 MuThb-
Ka y’&e JaBHO MedTan 00 3tom. [lodyBcTBOBaTh ce0s1 YUCTHIM U
CBEXKUM, TIOCJIE TPEXTHEBHOTO TACKAHM S 110 TalTe, Ka3aJloCh eMy
npocto OnaxkeHcTBoM. Haiins B TopOax ogex iy s cebs u ass
Mutn, BepoHnka npejioxuiia eMy UCKynaTbCs epBbIM. MUTB-
Ka COmIacuyICsi, HO HEMHOTO TTOOAMBaJICsI — BCE-TaKU He 3HAJ Ka-
KO€ TaM JIHO, Jia W BUJ YBUICHHBIX UM MOJ3AI0IIUX TajI0B €ro
oueHb Harpsrai. Torna BepoHuka npeanoxuia UATH KylaTbCs
BMecTe. [lapeHb faxe nokpacHes.

— YT0 370 THI, KaK KpacHa aesuiia 3apaeics? [lo-moemy crec-
HATHCA HAJ0 ObLIO OBl MHE?

— Hy, BOT, COOCTBEHHO, TIOITOMY . .. — TPOMSIMJIUAJI OH.
— $1 He cobupatoch Kynarbcst Harumom. He Hazeiics!
— A xak xe?

— Thl MOXeIllb KynaTbCsl, Kak Xouellb. MeHsl TUM He CMYy-
Tuib. Tem Gosiee cMOTpeTh s Ha Tedst He codupatoch. My BoH
TyJa — W TIOKa3ajia HEBBICOKUH psifi KYCTOB BJIOJb Oepera. Tam
XOpOLIUM 3aX0[. A 51 BO-OH TaM MCKyIalch. M nepekuHyB uepes
IUIEYO JIETKOE IMOJIOTEHLIE, MOIILIa K BOJE.

— Bor naer, neBuna! — npodypyan cede nog Hoc MuTbka. —
He cmyTuiib ee, BUIUIIb JIM, MOMM TOJIBIM BUIOM. .. Cama-To OT
rOpLIKa JBa BEPIIKA, a BCE Tyna xke!

MuTs niieckasicst B 03epe, IiaBajl, HbIpsij, U HUKaK HEe MOT
BBUIE3TH U3 BOJBI. YK€ HAYAJI0 CMEPKaThCsl, HA/I0 OBbUIO CKOpee
OJIeBaThCsl, MHAUE, KaK TOJIbKO BBIMJEIIb Cpa3y HAJIETAT MOTYU-
ma rayca. OH TalikoM OOepHYJICS M B3IJISIHYJ HA TO MECTO, I/e



TOJIBKO YTO Kynayack Beponuka. JleByiiku oH He yBuen. beuio
OYEHb THUXO, U OH UCITYTaJICS.

— Beponuka! Tel rae? [IoH, ko MHe!

— Yro pazopanca-to? — BIXOAS U3-3a KYCTOB, YK€ OfIeTasl B
IUIOTHBIE TIOJIOTHSIHBIE IITAHBI U TaKylO K€ KypPTKY, CHIOKOWHO
CIpocuia JIeByIika. JJoH co MHO, a ThI IaBaii, BHIIOI3aid OBICT-
pee. CKOpO COBCEM CTEMHEET, a HaM €lIe Kallly CBAPUTh HAJIO.

— Ara, — OKpacHeB, cka3al MUTs, BBIXOKY yKe.

OneBast Ha ceOsl MOYTH TaKKE K€ IITaHbl U KYPTKY, OH TOAY-
MaJ1, kakas kama? M3 ronopa uro nn?

[lopoins K mwasnaily, OH C YIMBJIEHUEM YBUJIEN, UTO UX OAEK-
Jla y’ke MOCTHpaHa U COXHET Ha CyubsiX JepeBbeB. Korjma ona
ycnena? — nogyMan oH. Y BAPYr MouyBCTBOBaJl BOCXUTHUTEIIb-
HBIM 3a1ax I'PeYKu C TyIIEHKOW! § Crumo — pemmn oH, OTKyza
OHA B3sJIa TPEUKY M TYIIEHKY? DTO, HABEPHOE, rAJUTIOLMHALIMU
Or0JIOAABILIETO TypHUCTa!

Ho Beponuka nenoButo nomenmsaia rycroe BapeBo U, J10-
CTaB M3 KapMaHa KaKyl-TO MaJIeHbKyl0 OaHOYKY, OTKpbLIa
KPBIIIKY U TIOCOJIUJIA TIOXJIEOKY.

— Ortkyna takoe 6oratctBo? Thl B3si1a ¢ cOOOM CKaTtepTh ca-
MOOpaHKy 1 He cooonia MHEe? CKOJIBKO y TeOsI ellle CeKpeToB
Y TaliH?

— Bce mpocto! MbI € OTIIOM OCTaBWJIM TYT HEOOJBIION 3amac
nponykToB. Heckonmbko OAaHOK TYIIEHKU U KPYITY.

— U rae xe Tyt XonoauabHUK? YTO-TO HE BUKY! — IIYTJIMBO



BOCKJIMKHYJI MUTBKA.

— Bor. — Beponuka B3s1a TONOPUK U, NOALIENIUB KYCOK JEP-
Ha, OTKpbLIA KPBIIIKY TalHUKA. [JocTaTouHO IyOOKO B 3emuie
ObLIa 3apbiTa OoMblas kenae3Hast 0aHka. OHa OTKpbLIA KPBIII-
Ky 1 Mutbka obanmen. Tam ObII0 HECKONBKO TaYeK I'peYKd 1
Tpu Oanku TymeHku. Comnb, 9ai, caxap, ¥ KyCOK XO3sIIICTBEHHO-
IO MbUIA.

— Otnan! Mut cniacenst! Tenephb goiieM A0 U30YIIKH, HE TO-
Jonast.

— [lonoBuHY BO3bMEM, OCTAJIBHOE OCTABMM Ha OOpaTHYIO [10-
pory.

— A, MOXeT, Bo3bMeM Bce? — ¢ MOJIbOOH B rojIoce TPOroBOPUII
MurTeKa.

— ITocmoTpum. Kto 3HaeT, kak Bo3Bpamatbes Oymaem. A ceid-
Jac caJuch, BOT TeOe JIoKKa, — BepoHuka Bbiiana Mutbke niepe-
BSHHYIO JIOKKY U KpyXkKY. [lociie kaim 3aBapym TpaBsiHOW Yau.

— Kaiid! — BockmkHyn MuTbka 1 HakuHyscs Ha efy. Haso-
paumBas Kally BMecTe ¢ BEpoHMKOM psMO U3 KOTEJIKA.

Tonbko JIOH e U3 OTAENbHOW MHUCKH, KOTOpyl BepoHuka
npuxBaruia u3 1oMa. OH NOMTyYuII CBOIO MOPIMIO U Chell ee OyK-
BaJIbHO 3a ceKyHy. [ToToM OH n0/To J1ekasn B OOHUMKY C ITyCTOM
MUCKOW Y OCMaTpUBaJl OKPECTHOCTH, OXPAHSS HE TOJIBKO XO351-
Ky, HO U KOTEJIOK C BKYCHOM KallIeu.

[locne yxuHa, yxke B KpPOMEIIHOM ThME, MOJIObIE JIIOAU H-
JIM Yail, ¥ TIOUTH 4TO KJIeBaJi HocaMu. [JoH Opoau BOKPYT UX
CTOSIHKM, OOHIOXMBAJI 36MJTIO, BTSTMBAJ HOCOM BETep, OH OyaTO



COBCEM He yCTasl U HUKAK HE MOT' yTOMOHUTbCS.

— BkycHbIi yan nosmyuwics! — fonusas, ckaszan Murs.

— Sl HaOpasta pa3HbIX JIMCTUKOB U JOOABHJIA B KOTEJIOK HEMHO-
IO fIroJl, KOTOpPBIE HAILIA BOKPYT.

— Caymiaii, korja Tl Bce ycnesna? — 3eBasi, ClIpOCHII apeHb.

— IIpuBbiuka! — ycrano orsermia aepymka. He moronaems —
He nosionaens! Ionum cnats?

— IMonumu. Tonbko IpoB HAJO MOAOPOCUTD, ThI UM, PACTIONA-
raiics, a Mol ¢ JIoHOM ertie mogdpoCcuM APOBHUIIIEK B KOCTEP U TO-
e 3aroi3eM K tede moj OoK.

Ycranas neBynika KUBHYJIa T'OJIOBOM, 3a10J13J1a B IIAJIAI U Ye-
PEe3 CEeKYH/Y YXe cliaa.

Housto Jlon HacTopoxwica. OH TMXO BBINOJI3 U3 IIAjama, 1
npuHioxascs. Bosne ux Hounera 6poaui 38epb. OH elne He To-
HSUI, YTO 3TO 3a 3BEPb, U MPEJCTABIAET JIM OH KaKylo-HUOYIb
yrpo3y AJis €ro Xo3siku. [TapHs OH X035 MHOM He CUMTaJI, HO YKe
IIPUBBIK JOBEPATH eMy. Ilec criast Mex 1y MOJIOABIMU JIIOABMU, HO
crapasicst OOJIbIle TPHKUMATHCS TEMJIHIM OOKOM K JIIOOMMOM XO-
3siike. Ceiluac OH He 3HaJI, CTOUT JIM OyIuThb €e, 3Bepb OpOaUII
BOKPYT UX CTOSIHKM MOYTH OECIIyMHO, HO [IOH 4yBCTBOBAJ €ro.

B KOHI1IE KOHIIOB, MEC PEIIIIT OCTABAThCS psAIOM ¢ BepoHukou,
U MIPOCTO HaOmoaTh, U BeaylMBaTbes. [lepes manamom sipko
IbUIaJ KOCTEP, M JUKUIA 3Bephb He nojoier 6mausko. Emy noka-
3aJ10Ch, YTO 3TO CYIIECTBO HE IPUYMHUT UM BpeJla, OH CIIOKOKWHO
IIOJIOKWJI TOJIOBY Ha JIAllbl U CTaJl KAATh.



[IpocHysncss Murts, oH npotep 1a3a u yBujaen JoHa, KOTopbli
MOYTH BBITIOJI3 U3 HIAJIAIIA U TPEBOKHO IMPUHIOXUBAJICS.

— Tol yTO, JJOH? — IENOTOM CIPOCKJI OH Y ICa, ¥ MOIJIaIn
emy criuny. llepcTh Ha criuHe coOaku ObLa B3ApI0IeHa, 1 MUTh-
Ka MOHSLJT, 9TO BO3JIE UX CTOSTHKU KTO-TO Opoaut. OH He 3Ha1, Oy-
JuTh Beponrky mim HeT. OHa Tak CaJIKo Chajia, 4To EMy He XO-
TeJIoch ee OecrokonTh. Cam OH 3axoTes B TyasieT. U BeliiTH emy
BCE€ PaBHO Obl MPUIILIOCh. CITUIITKOM YK HABAJIUJICS OH BEUEPOM
Ha 4yail. MuTbKa ellle HEMHOTO MOTEPIIEN, HO BCKOPE €My CTajio
COBCEM HEBMOTOTY... HO Kak TOJBbKO OH MOIBITAJICS BBIIOI3TH
Ha ynuiry, JIoH cxBaTul ero 3ybamu 3a IITaHUHY W HE TIO3BOJIHIT
€My JIBUHYThCSI HU Ha caHTUMeTp. OH Jiepkaj ero oueHb Kper-
KO, ¥ [IPA 3TOM CMOTPEJI HA HETO CBOMMM YMHBIMU IJIa3aMHU.

— JIoH, MHE HaJI0 BBITH, TOHUMAEIIb? — 3alleNTal EMY Ha YXO
Murtbka. — Tel e MyK4uuHa, T0JIKEH MOHSITh, MHE CPOYHO HAJI0
OTIOJI3TU JIO KYCTOB.

HloH HEMHOro noaymall, v Bbuie3 BMecTe ¢ HUM. CTosi BO3je
MuTbKHM, OH MPOAOIKAN AEpkKaTh ero 3y0aMu 3a INTaHWHY, HE
MO3BOJISISI OTOMTH OT IIajialia J1axke Ha MOJIMETPA.

MuTbka OCMOTpeENCsS, HO B KPOMEIIHOM ThME€ HHUYEro He
yBuzen. [ne-to Baajieke 3akpuyaiia Kakasg-To nTuna, MuTbka
B3/IPOTHYJI OT HEOXUIAHHOCTA W PEIIWJI, OT rpexa MOAAJIbIIIe,
NOOBICTPEe 3aKOHUUTh CO CBOUM MOKPBIM JIEJIOM U 3aJIe3Th 00-
paTHO B masaiil. [JoH BCMaTpuBajIC B TEMHOTY U TUXO MOPBIKHU-
BaJI, YEM OKOHYATEJIbHO Hamyraj MmapHsi.

— JloH, oM cnatek! — mpomental napess. M nec, eme pas



MIOCMOTPEB 110 CTOPOHAM, 3aj1e3 BMecTe ¢ MUTBKOM B I1ajaml.

W 410 OH TaM MOr BUJETh B TaKMX IOTEMKax? — IOLyMas
MuTbKa, BblJIE3 HA MTHOBEHUE M3-TIOJ KPBIIIM MUX BPEMEHHOIO
’KUJIMILA, TIOJKHUHYJI B OTOHb [jBa TOJICTHIX MOJIEIIKA, & TIOTOM 3a-
BAJIWJICS HA JIAITHUK ¥ MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYJL.

JIoH xe He crai BCIo OCTaBIIyoCsA HOUb. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI KO-
ro-TO, U, 3Hasl, YTO 3TO CYIIECTBO HE IPUUYMHUT BpeIa €T0 X034-
€BaM, BCE K€ PEeLI OXPAHATh UX JIO CAMOI0 paccBeTa. A TaM OH
paz0epercsi, KTO K HUM I0XKaJIOBaJ, ¥ YTO eMy HykHO. OH 3Ha1
TOYHO TOJIBKO OJHO — 3TO OBLT HE BOJIK U HE YEJIOBEK. . .

Murtbka npocHyJics paHblie Beponuku. [loHa B manaie yxe
He ObLIO, BOKPYT OBUIO THXO, €CJIM HE CYMTATh TOMOHA IMTHIL U
TAKMX YK€ IPUBBIYHBIX 3BYKOB O’KMBAIOILETrO jieca. OH BHIIVISHYJT
U3 IaJialia, Ho He YBUE COOAKH.

W rne ero Hocut? — nogyman Murbka. U eiie oH peras, ro-
BOPUTH JI1 BepoHMKe, 4TO HOYBIO BOKPYI MX IIajamia KTO-TO
O6ponun? Moxer, He CTOUT IyraTh e€, Befib Bce, Bpoze Obl, 000-
1UI0Ch ?

OH npunogHsACs Ha JIOKTE U CTajJl CMOTPETh Ha CIALILYIO Jie-
ByIIKy. OHa Obl1a BOCXUTHTENbHA. THXasl, Teras u 6e33aimr-
Had. U takaa kpacuBas! [loueMy OH He 3ameuaer 3TOro TOraa,
Korja oHa 6oxpcrByer?

BepoHurka noTsaHys1ach 1 OTKpPbLIA I1a3a.

— C n1oOpeiM yTpom, (pesi! — ckazas oH U yIbIOHYJICS.

— Or 4ero xe s Tenepb crana ¢eeir? — yIpOHyIach eMy B OT-



BeT BepoHuka.

— Korpa 1e1 criuiib, a He KOMaHyellb, Thl OUYeHb MOXO0XKa Ha
npekpacHyio dero! — ckazanm MuTbka U PUTIIAAUI PyKOH BOJIO-
CBI.

— IpuxopammBaenibcsi? — ¢ exujnein cnpocuia Beponuka.

— Ja Her. f u Tak Kpacus.

— Hy, B 3TOM 51 He comHeBasiach! — 3acmesiiack Beponuka u
CTajia BbUIE3aTh U3 IlAJalla.

Murtbka, HaOmoas 3a IeBYIITKOM, 1 JII0OYSCh, KaK T'PaIiiO3HO
OHA BBINOJI3a€T U3 UX HOYHOTO YKPBITUS, BAPYT 3aMETHII, YTO
OHa 3aMepJia U OOJIbIlle HEe JBUTAJIach C MECTa, OCTAaBUB BHYTPU
TOJIBKO CBOIO COONa3HUTENbHYIO MOnKy. Ho Beap 310 He Morio
OBITh 3auTpbIBaHUEM ¢ HUM? YTo e Torga?

OH nocie1oBa 3a Her U yBUAEJ, HAKOHEL, TOrO, KTO HE AaBal
uM cniokorHo criacts! Hy... He emy, Tak [lony.

C HeOOJBIIIOro MPUropKa Ha HUX BHUMATENIBHO CMOTpElia
OoJbIIIasi YepHasi OBYapKa.

JloH Gpomwit psAOM U He oOpallal Ha Hee HUKAKOrO BHUMA-
HUSA. ..

—boxe! — BockinkHyna BepoHuka, 51, KaxeTcs, 3Halo 3Ty ICHU-
Hy! DT0 *)e codaka asam [lerpa!

I'maa 11. MAPTA

— A THI yBepeHa, 4TO TOT He BOJIK? — paccMaTpuBasi COOaKy,
cpocu1 Mureka.



— Kakoii Bonk? — 3acMmestiach BepoHuKka, — OH OBl yKe Jiexkas
MEPTBBIM, PSJIOM C IIAJalmoM. A MOTOM, s B COCTOSIHUM OTJIU-
YUTh COOaKy OT BOJKa!

— A... 3a06pu1, Ham [IoH Beab BOJIKONIAB! — ¢ MPOHMEN CKa3asl
MurtbKa.

— U nwedvero uponmsuposats! 1 mymaio, ecm Obl OH YBUJIEN,
Kak MapTta pexeT Hallly MocJeTHIOI OBILy, OH ObI eii 3a1a1. Ho
HE JIyMalo, 4TO YOWJI OBl

— Tl Tak curraenn?

— IIpocto yBepena! 910 MpoU30LLIO YEPE3 HECKOIBKO JTHEN
nocJie youricta yuactkoBoro. Cobaka Oerana rojogHast. U Hu-
KOMY HEHY:KHasl.

— Ho ona morna y Koro-Hu0y/ib U3 MECTHBIX TIOITPOCUTH €CTb.

— B nepeBHSAX peaKo KOpMAT MPUOTYIUBIIUXCS COOAK.

— Ho Bce *e noiKHBI ObUIM 3HATh, b 3TO coOaka!

— Tem Gonee! E€ xo3s1Ha He O4YeHb JIIOOWIN B IepeBHE. A B
palllieHTpe He 3HAl0.

— A TBI yBepeHa, 4To 9TO TOYHO co0aKa yOMTOro y4acTKOBOTO?

— Ceituac nonpo0ylo ee oKJIMKHYTh. Mapra! Ha!

Cobaka cBepHyJia ToJI0By HaOOK, TOTOM OBICTPO BCKOYMJIA U
nofdexana Kk BepoHuke.

Beponuka B3s1a Mucky JloHa, ¥ OsI0KWIa €l HEMHOTO Kalllu.
OHa MOMEHTAJIBHO CheJia €€, BbUIN3ajla MUCKY U BOIIPOCUTEIHHO
MOCMOTpEJIa B IJ1a3a JEBYIIIKE.

— Maro THI eii gana! — noxanen codbaky MuTbKa.

— K10 3Haer, ckoiibko OHa yxe ronogana. Cpazy MHOTO Hellb-



351, J1a ¥ Kallla [IOYTH KOHYMJIACh.

JloHy HE OHPABUJIOCh, YTO MapTy KOPMSAT U3 €r0 MUCKH, OH
yTpoOHO 3apbryai U oTBepHyJIcs. OH ele JoIro NoToM Bopyall,
HO Korjia BepoHuka, BBIMBIB MUCKY B O3€pe, Jlajla Kallld U emy,
OH YCIIOKOWJICS, 1, OOHSIB €€ JIariaMu, He CTIeIa ITPUHSIICS 3a e1Ty.

Mapra cMOTpesia Ha HEro, a C KOHUMKa €€ S13bIKa CTeKaJIa TOH-
Kasl CTpyHKa CIIIOHBI.

— U He cTeigHO TeOe, oH! — mogoias K Hemy, MoKy puJia rca
Beponuka.

— Heyxenu Tl AyMaenib, 4TO OH €€ JPa3HUT? — Jorajajics
MurtbKa.

— AbGcomotHo yBepeHa. Thl Bujien, Kak OH 00buHO ecT. Ce-
KYHJa U €/Ibl HeT!

MuTbKa 3aBaIWIICA HA TPaBYy M PACXOXOTAJICH.

— C Bamu He cockyuuiiibesi! Takoro TyT HACMOTPHIIIBCS, MOK-
HO B CTapOCTU MEMYaphl IMUCATh, KaK 5 MPATAJICS B IJTyXOU Taire
oT OaHIUTOB, HAOJIOAAIT 32 PUPOJON U 32 OTHOIICHUSIMU MEK-
Iy cobakamu.

— Koneuno! 3a kem xe eme? Mexay HaMu ¢ TOOON HUKa-
KHMX OTHOIIICHW, €CJTA TOJIHKO 32 IMKUMHU 3BepsIMU HAOJTI01aTh, —
chs13BrIIa Beponuka. — Tonbko s 3T0ro Tede nearh He COBETYIO!

— 4 He noHAN? D10 HaMeK? — MONONASA K AEBYIIKE, CIIPOCUIT
MurtbKa.

— Ha 4t0? — cenaB Buj, YTO HE IOHUMAET €TO0.

— Ha 10, 4TO Yy Hac HUKaKuX OTHOIIEHUH HeT. Thl XOuelllb,
9TOOBI y HAC OBUTH OTHOIIIEHUS?



— Hy, xots1 6b1 apyx)eckue. ..

— A bl He Apy3ba?

— Her. Tbl MO OXpaHHMK, — 1 HAXMYPUJIACh, — UM HAZICMOTP-
kK. [Tnerembcst 32 MHOM BIIyOb Tallru, 4TOOBI y3HATh, TE
npsay Kyuy 3oio0ta! My kak Tam ero Ha3bIBaloT OJIaTHBIE — PhI-
KbsI.

— Hy, To1 naems! — odunencss Mutbka 1, OTBEpHYBIIUCH OT
Hee, CTaJl coOUpaThCsl.

— U1 veyero oomxkarecs. [Toka uto g He BUAesna ot Te0s HUKa-
KOW TOJb3bl. 3HAYMT, Tl IIPOCTO 32 MHOU HAOJIOACITb.

— Tak. Bce! [loH TBOsI coOaka, — XBaTasich 3a TEJICKKY, CKazall
Murtbka, a Mapra mosi. Mapra, ko MHe!

Mapra nogouuia kK MUTBKE U cena psijioM C HAM.

—Bo-or! Yro 3HaunT Hemelkas oBuapka. becnpekocnoBHoe
MOIYMHEHNEe XO3AUHY !

— Toxe mMHe xo3smH! Mapra, ko MHe! — mo3Baja codaky Be-
ponrka. Ho cobaka He caBHHYIach ¢ MecTa.

Beponmuka naxe odangena. Huuero cede! 4 ee kopmuina, a xo-
3sIMHOM 3Ta HeOarogapHas rcrHa BeiOpaia MuThbKy!

— Bor. Bunena? Teneps y MmeHs cBost cobaka! A 'y Tebst cBost!

— Hy, u 3ameuaresnbHO!

— Bor u ommyHO!

Mornopple moay 3aKMAATIM BETKAMUA MECTO CBOETO HOYJIETa,
3aTyLIWIN KOCTEP, HABAJIWJIY CBEPXY JIAITHAKA U CTAPBIX CTBOJIOB,
3akamyIMpOBaB TAKMM 0Opa30M U IaJIalll, ¥ KOCTPHIIIE, 1 Tal-
HUK. Beponuka nmoBecria Ha [JoHa TopOy, B3s1a CBOM PIOK3aK U



CKazana:

— Ionwm. CerogHs myTh Oyniet ere TpyaHee. Kperuce, cry-
JIeHT!

Ot0 OblIa UX NepBasi pa3MOJIBKA. . .

Mosnozaple oM UM emie yeTsipe AHs. Bee mocnenyromiye
HOYM OHM HOYEBAIU TOJ OTKPHITHIM HEOOM, pazkurasi Kocrep,
OBICTPO TOTOBs cebe YKUuH, U, nagas 0e3 cui, 3acbinanu. OHU
Terieph HAXOAUJIKCH IO/l HEYCBIITHOM OXpaHOU JBYX cobak, Map-
Ta cniasia psaaoM ¢ Murtbekou, a JIoH IeMOHCTPAaTUBHO JIOKUIICA C
JPYrod CTOPOHBI, PAJOM C X035IiKOl. Takum oOpa3zoM, momyyva-
J0ck, 4To Beponuka u MuThKa criaii psiioM, M MHOT/IA B yKe J10-
BOJIbHO ITPOXJIA/IHBIE ABI'YCTOBCKME HOUM CIIMIIKOM CHUJIBHO MTPU-
KUMaJIUCh APYr K Apyry. Hu neByiika, HU mapeHb HE MOV C
TOYHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, YTO UM ITO HpaBUoch. Ho oHM BocnpuHU-
MaJIi 3TO KaK JOJIKHOE, KaK BBIHYKJIEHHYI0O He0OX0AuMOocCTh. U
HU TOT, HY JIPYTO YK€ He MOIJIA yTBEP:KAaTh, YTO UX ITO COBCEM
HE BOJIHOBAJIO. ..

Mapra okazanach 0O4eHb TOJIKOBOW COOAKOM, M MPHUBBIKIIEH
3a JIOBOJIbHO HEMPOJOKUTEIHOE BPeMsi CKUTaHHIA, CAMOCTOSI-
TeIbHO JOOBIBaThH cede muiry. OHa YacTo MpUTacKUBaIa Ha CTO-
SIHKY YOMTOTO €l0 3aiilia, WM 3a3eBaBIIerocsl Ha TOKY IIyxaps,
M BCe BpeMs OTaaBaja no0biay Mutbke. MUTbKa HeJJOYMEHHO
CMOTpes Ha YOUTYIO KMBHOCTb M COBEpPIICHHO He 3HAJI, YTO C
Hel Jenarh. YacTo 9T0 MPOMCXOIMIIO Ha MpUBaiax, U BepoHuka



C eXUIHBIM CMEIIKOM 3a0upasna y MUTbku quub, CBEXKEBaJIa ee,
WM OOIIUMBIBAJIA MTUITY. DTO OBUIO HETUIOXOW TOJMOTOM, TaK
KaK KpoMe JBYX KWJIOTPaMMOB I'DEUKH U OAHKHU TYIICHKHU Y HUX
HUYEro He ocTanoch. Mapra Obula COBCeM He MPOTHUB, UTO Jie-
BYIIIKA 3a0Mpasia y X03siuHa JIOOBITYIO €l0 Indb. [ J1aBHOE [7151 CO-
6aku OBUIO TO, YTO OHA IPUHOCKIIA €€ CBOEMY HOBOMY XO35IMHY,
a MoToM U3 pyK BepoHUKHM Mosyyasna MUCKY BKYCHOM Kalllu.

MutbKa yke He MOI' paBHOAYILIHO OTHOCUThCS K Maprte, oH
4acTo ITIaIUJ1 €€ U XBAJIWII, YeM MPUBOJUII €€ B TOMHOE COCTOSI-
Hue. OHa HAYMHAJIA JJACTUTHCS K HEMY, KaK KOIIIKa, JIOKUJIACh HA
CriuHYy, TpeOys, YTOObI el OIJIaINIIN KHUBOT, a TIOTOM HaYMHAaJIa
HOCUTbCS] BOKPYT CTOSIHKA U BOCTOPKEHHO JIASATh.

— Heyxenu b1 mymaenis, yto Mapra Moriia yOUTh TBOIO OB-
1y? — Kak-To pa3 crpocu Murtbka y BepoHuku.

— He 3Ha10. Cneapl ObUIH, HO, MOXET, 3TO ObUIU CJIEbl BOJIKA.
A, MOXeT, pocTo noadexkana K oBile, Befb OHU ¢ asaei [lerpom
KWK B IEPEBHE, U OHA MOCTOSTHHO BUJIENA JIOMAUTHUX KUBOT-
HBIX.

— Ckopee Bcero, ee yramman OanauTel. CIMIIKOM YK OHa
noOpasi.

— Ho %uBHOCTB-TO JIOBUT!

— Kpars 3axouems, nonmaens! — Bo3pasui Beponrke Muts-
Ka. — A Tbl €e 4acTo BUJeJIa paHblie? Y4YacTKOBbIM MpUe3ka K
BaM C Heu'?

— Her. Tlapy pa3 Tonpko. OH Bceraa rmpuesxai Ha CirykeOHOU
mammHe. Cobaka ocraBasiach goma. Ho, ymato, OH ¢ Hell Xopo-



1o oOparmaics. MHaue 661 OHa ObLIa MyTJIMBOW U cpasy Obl K HaM
HE MOJIONIA.

— Tol gymaeriib, 9YTO 3TO YYaCTKOBBIN MCKAJ y Bac B JOMe 30-
J0T0? — cripocust MuThKa.

— He nckmouaro u 3Toro Bapuanta. MHe nmpocTo HE Ha KOro
OOoMbIIIe TyMaTh.

— A Tetka?

— To1 ¢ yma comien? Yro et y Hac uckatbh-10? I[lpuesxana us-
penka, Haeemasia Hac. U Bee!

— A trie xe ObuTa Mapra, Koraa y4acTKOBOrO yOWIN? — TUXO
cripocut Murs.

— Wnu poma, v ¢ aum. Ho, eciii Obl OHa ¢ HUM ObLIa, €€ OBl
TOXE MPUCTPETVIIH.

— Ckopee Bcero.

Morsofplie 01 OTABIXaIY Nepe;] OCIeAHUM repexoaom. Be-
POHMKa CKa3asia, 4To yaca yepes YeThlpe MyTH OHU ykKe J00epyT-
ca 1o mecta. Jlon nexan psgom ¢ Beponukoin, a Mapra cuaena
psiiom ¢ Mutbkoii. Cobaku He 0COOEHHO JIaIHIT MEX Ty COOOM,
TaK, MPOCTO TEPIIENIU APYT APYyra, YTO B OYEPETHON pa3 TOKa3bI-
BaJI0, 4TO JIpyk0a MEXAY y4acTKOBbIM U1 OTIIOM Beponuku Oblia
HE CIJIMIIKOM HCKpeHHel. Benp coOaku 4yBCTBYIOT OTHOIICHUS
xo3seB. [lapenp rmaann Mapry 1o rojoBe U Jyman — HEyXKeld
BCE K€ YYaCTKOBBIU 3arpaBisii 3Tumu Oanauramu? CTpaHHO, He
XOTesIoch Obl B 3TO BEpUTh. BAIPYT ero pyka KOCHy/Iach KOXaHO-
0 OIIEHMKA COOAaKH, U My TOKa3aJIoCh, YTO IO OIICHHUKOM
Kakoe-TO yromiieHue. OH OCTOPOKHO CHsUT ¢ MapThbl OlIEHHUK



Y HalleJs1 MPUILUTHIA C BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHBI TPSAMOYHBINA MEILO-
yek. OH BbITAlllMI U3 KapMaHa HOX, HAaApe3aJl Ha TPSAIHUIIE I1I0B
Y BCKPUKHYJT:

— Beponuka, uau croga. 51 4to-To Hailes, Kakoe-To MUCbMO!

HeByika rnpucena psgaomM ¢ MUTBHKOM, B3sla Y HETO U3 PYK
HEOOJTBIIYIO CJIOKEHHYIO B HECKOJIBKO pa3 OyMakKy M MpoOeska-
Jia M0 HeH I1a3amu.

— He MoeT ObITh ! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. — DTO MUCHMO OT AU
[Terpa.

— U1 xomy oH ero Harmcan? — cripocusi MUTBKa, C JIIOOOTBIT-
CTBOM IJISIJIS1 HA JIEBYIIIKY.

— M=ue, koHeuHo! OH crienuasnbHO nociain codaky Ko MHe Ha
3anMKy. M oHa npuiuia, HO ee, BUIMMO, YTO-TO CIyrHyno. OHa
Jonro Oeraja BOKpPYT, a KOrJa Mbl yIIUIA, OHA TOIUIA CJIEIOM
3a HaMHu. Mapra BBINOJNHSUIA TIPUKA3 XO35IMHA, JaKe MOCJe ero
cmeptu!

Tnasa 12. OTEIL M1 X151 ITETP

— Yt0 Tam? — C HETEPIIEHUEM B IoJIOCE, CIPOCHII MHUTBKa.

— He memnaid, tounraio, pacckaxy.

— A BCIIyX TBI HE MOJKEIIb IIPOYUTATH? — OOMETICS TAPEHb. —
ITO ke 5 HauleJl MMChMO !

— Jla mopoxau Thl! — ckasasa BepoHuKa U, CIOKUB JIMCTOK,
yOpasa ero B KapMaH IITaHOB.

— 1 aro? Jlaxe He paccKaxelb?



— MHue Hazio Bce 00mymarh!

— Thl 10 cux mop AyMaenib, YTO s MOAOCIIAHHBIM IIMHOH? —
BO3MyTWICS MuTbKA.

—Ipekparu ucrepuky! [Ipugem B M30YIIKY, CAIEM U CIIOKOM-
HO TTpouTeM. A MOoTOM BMecTe Bce oOaymaeM. OHa rojoBa Xo-
poro, a age Jyyiie!

— A Ham ganeko emie?

— 41 sxe roBopmuIa, eriie yaca yetsipe mytu. Ho ato Oyner Tpya-
HO. TaM BOKpyr 60JI0TO, HAJIO UATU MPENEIBHO OCTOPOKHO, HO
51 3HAIO JIOPOTYy.

— Heysxenu Tl 3anoMHmIa ee, Oyyuu TaM BCEro ofuH pas?

— Her. He coBceM, HO ThI cam Bce nonMenib. Yaca yepes Ba
OT/IBIXaeM, HAXOAUM JJIMHHbIE TIAJIKK U OyaeM IpoOupaThes K
HAIlIEMY JIOMUKY.

— A Kak xe co0aku? — UCIyraHHO Cpocusl MUTBKA.

— 3a HuX He OecroKoKcs, oHU TIpoiayT. MapTa BooOIIIe Jier-
Kasd, a JloH, 3HaeT 31oT nmyTh Hau3ycTb. OH Hac U noseaer. OH
TaM OBIBAJI C OTIIOM €llle Mapy pas.

Hy, Ttorna momum, 4to-To Thl MEHs Hamnyraia. Heyxenu Bo-
Kpyr ogHu 6osora?

— Her. C npyroit croponsl Taiira. A M30ymika Ha monsiHe,
OKpYXKeHHasl TIOPOCTIbI0 Oepe3, OCHH U €0K. .. Ee mpaktuiecku
He BUJIHO. A 3a OOJBbIIMM JiecoM cHOBa Oosoto. [Tostomy Tyna
HUKTO HE 3aXOJUT.

— Hy, a o3epo i peuka-to tam ectb? Kynarbscs u pbiOy Jio-
BUTH?



— Tsl Bce yBuamib caMm! — BepoHnka BcTaja v Nomia BCles
3a JloHom. MuTbKa mouecas 3aThUIOK MO/ KETKON U rmoopern 3a
Beponukoii u Jlonom. Mapra KpyTuiiack BO3JI€ HETO, MUHOTJa OT-
Oerast B cTopoHy. M oH oueHb OecrioKoumsics 3a COOaKy.

— Mapra, Mapra, Ko MHe! — KpyuJaJ OH, ¥ OHa cpa3y mpuoe-
rajia 3a ero 30B.— Bot 4éproB (pukyc, Kak ke OH MHe Hajoe!

—XBaTuT Oparh B TaWre, CIyrHellb MeJBe/s, BOT TOrJa pac-
KpUYMIIbCsl! — MOBEpHYBUIMCh K HEMY, cKa3ana BepoHuka. —
Hukyna tBost Mapra He nenercs, npuger!

Yepes 1Ba gaca OHM MOJOILIY K KPalo TAWTH, TaJIbIlie ObLI Iy-
CTOI MOJJIECOK, a 32 HUM 00710T0. HEeMHOro OTI0XHYB, MOJIO/IbIE
JIONU cpe3ayv ceOe Kperkye U UIMHHbIE Kepau, U Hauyalu Ipo-
Ouparbcs yepe3 3apociy MOJIecKa.

Toxe He CIUIIKOM-TO JIETKUU MyTh! — nogyman MuTbka, Ta-
1A 3a coOOM TSIKEJICHHYIO TEeJIeKKY, KOTOpasi BCe BpeMsl HOpO-
BUJIa iepeBepHyThcsA. Ha HecuacTHOM (pUKyce JIMCThEeB OYTH HE
octrasioch. Ho ynpsimast BepoHuka Bce Bpemsi cMOTpeia, HE MO-
TepAJ1 M MUTBKA 3TO JOPOroe ee Cepaiy ACPEBO B TAKEIECHHON
Kajike. Mapra yke xana ux Bo3ne Kpas 00J0Ta U cjerka mo-
BU3TMBAJA.

— Mapra! Croats! — cHOBa 3a0pann Murbka.

— KoHyvaii komaH/IHBIN TOJIOC pa3padaThiBaTh! — CKa3aia emy
Beponuka.

— A BZIpYI OHa B CaMyI0 TOIb 3aJIE3ET?

— He 3aneser, He nypa! — Bo3pasuia aeBymka. — Hy, Bot, Te-
neps camoe TpyaHoe. .. Hago orapiarscss HemHoro!



JloH, cTost Ha Kpaw OosoTa, kJaJl KOMaH/Ibl WITH BIEpEI.
OH yxe poXoau1 3TOT MyTh. BepoHuka, mocMoTpeB Ha MuTio,
CTPOTMM T'0JIOCOM CKa3aJia:

— Npers 3a MHOM IIOYTH ClIe[ B ciied. BoH, BUOMIIL KOUKU?
Mei1 6ynem uaru o HuM. OHU MOTYT OBITh HEYCTOWYMBBIMU, T10-
cTapaiicsi COXpaHUTh paBHOBecHe. [lepkuch 3a mopociib U IepeB-
1a. Ecnu npoBanuibcsi HOrou, noJyib3yics kepapio. Onupaiics
Ha Hee U BbhITacKMBail Hory. Mapra nowger 3a JJonom. Hy uro,
(011011794

— YTO-TO HE CIMIIKOM-TO Ha OOJIOTO MOX0Xke! — MOCMOTPEB
BIiepen, ckasasil Mutbka. — TpaBka Takas kpacuBas U 3ejieHas !

— D10 He TpaBKa, 3710 Tonb! Tyna Hu Horou! [loH, Bnepexn! —
npukasayia Beponuka. [JoH OCTOpO:KHO ABUHYJICA BIIEpen, Iepe-
CTymasi C KOYKM Ha KOYKY, CJIEJIOM 3a HUM Iiuia Mapra.

MurtbKa cTapaics uaTu 3a BepoHuKkoii, KOUKM ObLT HEMHOTO
TPSICYILIMECS], HO C PABHOBECUEM OH CITPABJISLICS, TOJILKO BOT 3Ta
MPOTUBHAS TeJIe)KKa BCE BPeMsl Ky[Ia-TO MPOBAJIMBAIACH, XOTS
OH MPUBA3AJI €€ Ha JIBe JJIMHHBIC )KEPAU U TAIIUI €€ TIOUYTH BO-
JokoM. EMy ¢ HeuesnoBeuecKuMHU YCUIUSMU, PUXOAUIIOCH Bbl-
TATUBAThH €€ HAa MOBEPXHOCTh OHOM PYKOH, APYroMl Aep:Kkach 3a
KYCTHI U HEBBICOKHE TOHKHE OepPE3KH.

[IInm nonro, MHOTJA OCTAHABIMBASCH, YTOOBI HEMHOTO Tiepe-
JOXHYTb. Pyku 1 Horu y MUTBKM TpSICIMCh, HO OH HOPMAaJIbHO
BBIJIEPKaJl U 3TO UCIIbITAHUE.

— Hy Bort! — BeITepeB mot co j16a, mporoBopriia Beponuka. —



Mpi1 ero npouuiu.

— Hexenu, — egBa Bopoyast I3bIKOM, MPOCTOHAT MUTbKA U
PYXHYJ Ha TBEpAylo 3eMii0. BepoHuKka Toke OTabpIXaia, psijioM
¢ Hell cuzenu cobaku. MIm octaBanoch mpolTy OYKBaJIbHO CTO
METPOB Yepe3 MOPOCUIYIO MEIKMMU AEPEBIIAMHU TOJISIHY.

— Heysxenu mbl npunum? — cnpocust Muthka.

— Ha. Cuurai, uro Mbl JoMa! A Te1 monogen;! OTIMYHO BbI-
Jepxkai myTb. Tebe MOCKOBCKOMY MapHIO, BIIEPBbIe OKa3aBIlle-
MYCSl B TAKMX SKCTPEMAaJIbHBIX YCIJIOBUSIX, ObUIO AEHCTBUTEIHHO
TPyAHO!

— JlaBait yxe 10TaluMcs 10 JOMUKA, a TaM MepeoieHeEMCS U,
MOkeT, KyrHémcs. Jlerue Oymer.

— Jla. Tam ecth HeOosbIIOE 03epIio, uncToe. M ppida B HeM
BOIWTCS. A OT/IBIXaTh elie He ckopo OyaeM. Hano 3umoBbe pac-
KOHCEPBUPOBATh, MPOTOMUTh, BCE BHICYIIUTD. .. Jlen — 1o Houn!

— boxe! Korma e 3to koHuntca! — 3acMmesiics MUThKA.

— Ckopo, Bce yxe nozaau! [omwm 4ro yib?

— [Mo-o-um. ..

MwuTbKa OTBSI3aJT JKepIy C TeJIe)KKH U TIoOpest 3a BepoHukoi
U coOaKamu.

Bckope onm mogonum K HeOosbIon pomuiie, JJoH Beceno
3aBWJISITI XBOCTOM M CKPBUICSI B IOPOCM HEBBICOKMX JIEPEBBEB.
Mapra obepHysach, mocMoTpesia Ha MUTBbKY, M Toxe yoexana.

W30yiiika cTosijia B OKPYKEHUM JIEPEBbEB, KOTOPHIE TOJHO-
CTBIO CKPBIBAJIM €€ OT MOCTOPOHHUX IJ1a3, XOTsI HUKAKUX MOCTO-



POHHUX IJ1a3 TYT ObITh U HE MOIJIO. Pa3Be TOMbKO 3BEpUHBIX !

MuTbKa ¢ BOCTOProM OCMOTPEJT 3MMOBBE CO BCEX CTOPOH, T10-
poOOBaJ IBepb — KPernkKa Ji, MOITynajl PyKou TOJICThie OpeBHa
cpy0a, 1, OTOW/s1 B CTOPOHY, BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— Knacc! Bor TBO# Oars m30ymiky BeicTpowi. Hacrosmii
aom!

— Hy, Koy HacToAI iz — MMJIOCTH TPOCUM, OybTe roctem! —
W otkpblia gBepb.

[lepBbiME BiieTen 00e COOAKM U CTaM Bce OOHIOXMBATh. B
OCHOBHOM 3TUM 3aHuMasace Mapra. [IoH Bce 3amaxy IOMHWI U
3HaJI. OH TSKEJI0 B3JJOXHYJI, U, MIOJI0KMB TOJIOBY, HA Jiallbl yJIercs
BO3JIE ME€YKHU.

Mornopple 014, MOCMOTPEB HA 3TO, HE CMOIVIM CIAEPXKaTh
YIIBIOKH.

Bechb ocraBmmiicst geHb Beponuka u Muts youpaiuch B U3-
Oylke, BepHee, B u30e. [JJoMuKk okazascs He TaKUM YK MajleHb-
KHUM, BO BCSKOM Cllydae, He TaKUM, KaKUM €ro MpecTaBIsiI ce-
6e MuTtbka. B Hem OblTM 1BE MaJieHbKE KOMHATKH, OTAIlJIBa-
eMble OTHOH TeYbl0, HeOOJIbIINE CeHU U XO3AWCTBEHHBIN OTCEK.
['ne npennonaranock nepxaTh Kakylo-HAOY/Ib )KUBHOCTb. A ceil-
Yac Tam ObLTH CTeJJIaXu ¢ UHCTpyMeHTamMu. CTosLN Befipa, Kaj-
KU M BCSIKHIA XO3SICTBeHHBIN cKapO. C 3a/1Hel CTOPOHBI TOMUKA
OBbLT IPUCTPOEH JIPOBSIHOW capaiiuuK. JIpoB TaM ObUIO MPHITAY-
HO. Ho Ha 3umy Hazio ObLIO elle MHOTO HAITUWJIMTh, YTOObI XBaTH-
JIO 10 BECHBI.

— Kak TBOM OTen, MO COTBOPUTH TAKOE B OOUHOYKY? — yIu-



BWICS Muts.

— OH y MeHs ObUT PyKacThIl, U OYEHb TPYIOTIOOUBBIA. A TI0-
TOoM. .. Cylis O TOMY, YTO §1 Y3HaJIa TIEpe]] €ro CMEPThIO, OH CO-
OupaJics, B ClIydae yero, mepeBe3TH Crojia Hac ¢ Marepbio. JKuTb
OCOOHAKOM, YTOOBI HUKTO HE HAIIIEJL.

— Kak craposepsi!

— Tuna toro!

— A ThlI ObUIA TYT TOJILKO OJJVH pa3?

— Ha. Cpazy nociie cMept Mambl. OTeEL| He 3aXO0TEN OCTABJIATh
MeHS TaK HaJoJTo ofiHy. M Mbl mpunuim ciofga BMecte. 1o Oblia
camasi cyacmIMBasi 3MMa B MOEH KU3HU. XOTs 51 OUYEHb CTpajalia
no Mmame. OH Toxxe cTpajai, Mo3ToMy U npuien cioga. M xoren
TYT Koe-4To jaofenath. S emy nomorana. Ham Obuto xoporio, —
JEBYIIKA 3aMOJTYAJIA M Ha [Ia3aX y Hee MOKA3AIUCh CJIE3bI.

— Mnue ouensb xajb, Beponuka. Ho oH momkeH Obul 3HATH,
YTO paHO WY MO3[IHO €ro HauayT. U :ku3Hb, yxe HalaKeHHas U
CUACT/IMBas1 TPEBPATUTCSA B /1. 3psl OH C ITUM 30JI0TOM CBSI3AJICSL.

— Y0 emie MOXET cKa3aTh OYIyIIUiA MITUIIHOHED. . .

— Hapo 6wu10 ero otaars. U ero ocraBuim Obl B TIOKOE.

— He ocraBumu Ob1! Tam ObUTO yke He Bce. UTO-TO OH Bellb
peamzoBai. Cramm Obl TpeOOBaTh U 3TO. A eciu Obl HEe OTHal,
yOousIn Obl.

— OHu 1 TaK ero yownm!

— Ha. Ter ipaB. Younu. BepoHuka B3si1a BeIpo ¢ BOIOH U CTa-
J1a MBITh 11071 B JoMe. OKHa OTKPBUIM, YTOOBI TPOBETPUTH KOM-
HAThI, BBITHATh CIIEPTHIM BO3AYX. B JOM BOpBascs CBEKHI BETe-



POK C 3araxamu yXe MOYTH OCEHHeW JMCTBbl. MUThKA BTl
B JIOM TEJIEXKKY, BBHITAIIWI KaJKy C MPAKTUYECKU OOJICTEBIIAM
(puxycom, u cripocun y Beponuku:

— Hy, 1 Kyga craBUTh TBOE JIparolieHHoe J1IepeBo?

— IlocraBb Kk OKHY. Bus y Hero, KOHeUHo, Tenepb Kaakui, HO
3TO caMoOe JJOPOroe IepeBo B mupe!

MwuTbKa MOCTaBUJI KaJIKy Ha JEPEeBSIHHYIO TaOypeTKy, CHSLI
C MOYTHU TOJIOTO AepeBa HECKOJbKO TPAaBUHOK, OTOIIEJ OT HEro,
KPUTUYECKU OCMOTPEJI, U PelInI, 4T0 y BepoHUKY cuikom mMa-
HUAKAJIbHOE OTHOILLIEHUE K TOMY OT'PbI3KY, KOTOPBIM paHbIIIE Ha-
3bIBAJICA (PUKYCOM. ..

Korja cremHeno, u MoJyiofiple JTIO/IU IMOCJIe CBITHOTO YKUHA, CU-
Is1 32 CTOJIOM, TIWJIM 4Yaii, a yCTaBIIMe COOAKM MHUPHO CIATU Y
neyr, MuTbKa BCIIOMHUJI O NUChbME y4yacTkoBoro. Han cronom
BHCeJIa KEPOCHHOBAS JIaMIIa U MSITKO OCBelljajla KOMHATy, ObLIO
YIOTHO | TEIUIO, CTPAIITHO XOTEJIOCh CIaTh, HO JIIOOOIBITCTBO TIe-
pedoposIo YCTAIOCTh.

— Jasait mpouteM nuceMo ga1u Ilerpa, — monpocun Muts-
Ka. — Thl Tak M He pacckaszaya, YTO OH TaM Hamucall.

— Mosxer, 3aBTpa? Eme nocrenu crenuts. Thl rae Oyaerinb
crnars? B 3TOM KOMHATE WY B JAJIbHER?

— M=e Bce paBHO. He 3aroBapuBaii mHe 3yOsl. [loctaBaii much-
MO, TIpoYTEeM U Ha OOKOBYIO. 3aBTpa CHOBA MHOTO JIeJ.

— Hy, paBai1, yroopwi. BepoHuka focrana mucbMo U3 PrOK-
3aKa, KyJa oHa ero yopaja nocjie KynaHus, pa3riaauia MThIA
JIMCTOK OyMaru, ¥ Hauajia YuTaTh:



« Mwunasg BepoHuka, ObITh MOXET, KOIJIa Thl HadAelb 3TO
NIChbMO, MEHsI yxke He Oyner B kuBbiX. [Ipomry TeOs, neBod-
Ka, HEMEJUIEHHO YXOJU C 3aMMKHU. BO3bMM TOJILKO CBOM BEIlIH,
OCTaJIbHOE OCTaBb. BaHAUTHI 3HAIOT, YTO 30JI0TO HAXOAUTCS B JI0-
Me, ¥ He OCTaBsIT TeOs B mokoe. OHM HAWAYT ero U pasesnaT-
csl ¢ TOOOM, TakK *ke, Kak C TBOMM OTIIOM, W, JyMaio, CO MHOW.
[Tpoctu MeHs, 1 HE XOTeJl MPUYMHATH 371a HU TeOe, HU TBOEMY
OTILy, HO Ha MEHsI HAJJaBWIU U 51 CKa3aJl, KTO YHEC 30J10TO. DTO s
TOI/Ia MOACTYIIAN paccKka3 OOJBHOTO MaxaHa, U TOXe JIOJITO ero
uckait. Thl, Qymaro, 3aMedaia 310, HO He MOTIJIa TIOHSATh, KTO ObI-
BaJl B JIOM€, KOIJa Bac C OTLIOM TaM He ObUto. TOJIbKO HETaBHO
s poragascs, rae ono. Ha mens gaBsat. Kak TOJbKO 51 UM CKaxy,
IJIe OHO 3anpsITaHo, MeHs1 yoepyT. [laxe OaTHble, He CMOTYT MHE
MOMOYb. DTOT YEJIOBEK MOKA HE MPUHALJIEKUT K MPECTYITHOMY
MUpY, HO OH XECTOK U OecriolazieH, Ooiics ero. 3Haiw, 4To KO-
raa-HUOYIb OH MPOKOJIeTCs U OyIeT HaKa3aH, HO TIOKa Oeperuch
€ro, yXojy, yXoju, Kak Mo:xHO ObicTpee. [Tocputato k Tebe Map-
Ty, IIyCTh OHA OCTAHETCS C TOOOM, M03a00THCS O HEH, U TIPOCTH
MeHs, aypaka craporo!... UyTh HUXke ObLJIO HAMMMCAHO — K TeTKe
He X0, Te0s TaM xayT, [TETp».

— Hwuuero cebe mH(popmaims! — 3aqyMYdBO IPOTOBOPHI
MurtbKa.

— Hy, na... OH Hanucas MHe TO, 4TO o yxke 3Haia. Hy, nora-
JILIBAJIACK. ..

— Bot u gymaii Tenepp, KTO TOT YesioBeK! — B3JOXHYJ MUTb-
Ka. — 1 kak Mbl 1ogymaemcs, KOrua Mbl 3aHBIKAJIUCh B TIIyXOU



Tayre!

— OH Xe gcHO Hamucall, 4YTO K TETKE XOOUTh Helb3s1! Beixo-
JIUT, s CIOMSI TOJIOBY, TOJKHA OblTa OekaTh B HEU3BECTHOM Ha-
npasjieHun?

— A BIpYT OH 3Ha1 00 3TOU M30YIIKe W MPOrOBOPUIICS OaH-
nuram?

— Her. O06 3toii n30yIike He 3Haa HUKTO. Hu TeTka, HU [siist
[Terp. Tosbko OTEN, U C MO3anponuioro roja . A Toxe Moayana.
Ila 1 KoMy MHE TOBOpUTh-TO? barsd MHe Torjga ckasall, Korua Mel
B [IEPBBIM pa3 CloJa NPHUILLIA — [IOMHHU, J104b, TOJIBKO 34E€Ch TBOE
yoesxwuine. HukTo He moimkeH 3HaTh 00 3TOM MecTe! A 51 HU4Yero
Toraa He noHsa. Jlymana 3to urpa kakas-to. Mue 0buto-1o 16
JIeT Bcero!

— A BIpYr OH caM MPOTrOBOPUJICS, KOIJIA €r0 NbITAIN, epes
CMEpPTHIO?

— Her. On He mor. 4 B 3ToM yBepeHna. U [Iss Iletpo Toxe He
3HaJI, YTO y HAC €CTb ITOT JOMUK B Taure. [Ipo Bce ocrasbHbie
3MUMOBbS 3HaJI. A TIPO 3TOT HU OfiHA AylIa He 3Haja. OTer ero
JIOJITO CTPOWJI, HECKOJIBKO JIET. XOIWJI CIo/1a OAWH U 10 HECKOJIb-
KO Hejiesb ponajal. YXOAWI B Talry, U BUJHO, CIOJa 3aXOAMIL.
Bunumib, ckapd TyT Bech €CTh, HABEPHOE, U3 JIPYTuX M30YIIeK
BCE TIEPEHOCHJT TIOTUXOHBKY. UTOOBI B CiTydae OMacHOCTH, CIofia
CEMBIO MMPUBECTH.

— A npoayktsl otkyga? Cronbko Bcero! M kpymna, u vait, u
COJIb C CaXapoM, — paCCMaTPHUBasI COIEPKMMOE JKeJIE3HBIX OaHOK
Ha CTeJulaxax, Clpocuy MUTbKa.



— YT0-TO OH NPUHOCKJI paHblie. M1 Mbl ¢ HUM B [MO3alpoLIIOM
Trofly CIojia MHOTO IprHeCTu. Basoe Gorbiiie, uem HaM Hajo. Bot
u octasniock. Ho skoHOMUTH mipuaercs. OXOTUThCS OyaeM, peiOy
noeuth. He mponanem! — ckazana BepoHuka.

— U cKonbKO ke HaM TYT CHIIETh? — MCIYTaHHO CMOTPs Ha
JEBYIIKY, cripocusl MuTbka?

— O, e 3Hato! BooOiie Hu4ero He 3Haw. .. M nouemy nsaas
[1érp He Hamucal, Koro 60SAThCA-TO HAJO0, KTO TOT YeIO0BEK, KO-
TOPBIN OAHIUTAMU 3arpaBIIsieT?

— Jla oH BOOOIIIE HUYETO HE HAIHMCAJT TOJIKOM, TOJIBKO Tpey-
npeau 1e0s1, YTOOBI Thl YXOIWJIA, M UTO Yy TeTKH 3acana. Hy...
W1 npoienus nepen cmeptbio nonpocui. — [lorom nogyman, u
cnpocun y BepoHuku, — a 310 TOYHO OH nucai? Thl MOYEPK €ro
3Haemb? Bapyr 310 GaHAWTH MaIsIBY 9Ty B OIIEWHHUK K coOaKe
3aMMXHYJIM ¥ CKOPO TyT OyayT. [Ipocnenynm 3a Hei. ...

— Ox, MutbkKa, y Te0s rpocto napanorisi! Kak onu Morv mpo-
CJIE/IUTH 32 HEW, KOT/la OHA JIONTO caMa K 3aMMKe He MOIXOIuIA.
Bostnace, BUgHO, nx. OHa ux 3Hana! A modepk, TO4HO ero. Bu-
Jiena sl YaCTeHbKO, KaK OH IMUCAJT aKThI O 33/Iep)KaHuU OpaKOHbe-
poB. Bo Bcskom ciyyae, MOXox.

— Hy, monanu msI ¢ To60i#1! Teneps TyT Bek KykoBaTh? A Kak
K€ MOM MHCTUTYT, poputesm? W naapka, HaBEpPHOE, C yMa CXO-
T!

— Hebocb, Taiiry npouecbiBaiotr! — 3acMmesiiach BepoHuka. —
3TO TOYHO, IOMAJIM MBI C TOOOM B 3acajly M 3TO COBCEM HE CMellI-
HO!



MwurTbKa ocuaen HeMHOTO MoJT4a, OyATO YTO-TO cooOpakas,
TIOTOM C JTIOOOTIBITCTBOM B3IJISIHYJI HA BepoHUKY U CITpOCHUT:

— A th1? Tak m He Hanwia 305010? MM ocraBmiia?

Beponuka mocmMoTpesia Ha Hero JA0JTuM, M Kak MUTBKe ToKa-
3aJI0Ch, CJIETKa MPEe3PUTENIbHBIM B3IJISAIOM, M CKa3aJa:

— Iopa cnare. OCOOEHHO TaKWM HEIOTAIJTUBBIM OYIyIIUM
MUJTUITMOHEpaMm !

I'nasa 13. IOUCKH

Kyna onu mornu 3anponactutbesi? — gyman Bukrtop. OH cro-
sUT BO3JIE CrOpeBIIel 10Tia 3auMKu. Pa3zoOpaB cropesiimii oM,
9KCIIEPTHl YCTAHOBUJIM, YTO BO BPeMs NOXKapa B JOME HUKOTO HE
ObLT0. A 3TO 03Ha4as0, uTo Beponunka n MuTs ynum u3 goMa 10
noxapa. Takske ObIIO YCTAaHOBJICHO, UTO TIOIOXKIJIM JIOM HE OHH,
a 6anauThl. Criespl, KOTOPbIE OCTAIMCH BO3JIE CTOPEBIIETro JI0Ma
npuHae:xanu He Muteke, u He Beponuke. [1o pasmepy caror
BBIXOWJIO, UTO 3TO PkaBbiii. Jla 1 maJiblibl HA CHITBHO OOTOPEB-
1€, HO IOYEMY-TO YLEJIEBIIEH KAaHUCTPE COOTBETCTBOBAIM OT-
neuatkam PxaBoro. Bukrop gymai, 3auem GaHautam Hajo Obl-
710 xeub mycToit jom? Kcratu, Bo3je 1oMa, 4yTh MOOAANb, Obl-
JIV HAW/IEHBI eI1le OJTHU CJIeJIbl OT MYKCKHUX OOTHHOK. 1 HeCKOITb-
KO OKYPKOB OT curapeT, Mapku ABA. BukTop 3Hai1, yto Muth-
Ka He KypuT, BepoHuka Ttoxe. A PxaBblil HaBepHsiKa Kypui 00-
Jiee AelIeBble CUTapeThl, €CId OH BOOOIEe Kypuil. 3HAYUT, MO-
Ka PxaBpiil 00mBaj OEH3MHOM JIOM, KTO-TO CTOSUI M HAOJIIOAAT



3a 3TM. To, 4TO pedsTa Kyaa-To yIuld, ¥ C HUMH ITOKa HUYETO
JYPHOTO HE CIIy4WJIOCh, OH 3HAJI U3 3alMCKU IIieMsiHHUKa. Ho
BOT KyJ]a OHU MOIJIA JIEThCsI? Y3Ke TaBHO Mojaid Obl BECTOUKY,
HO HUKAKMX U3BECTUI He ObLI0. BaHauThI TOKe, Kak CKBO3b 3eM-
JII0 POBAJIMJIMCh. 3aTaWJIUCh TJIe-TO U CUASAT. A Xy:Ke TOro — MO-
JKET, UIIYT, TAKKE KaK ¥ MWUMLY, UICYE3HYBIINX MOJIOABIX JIIO-
Jeu. BUKTop Ha JHSX 3aXoqui K TeTke BepoHuku, HO OHa cKa-
3aJ1a, 4TO HE MOoJyvyasla HU MUCEM, HU 3alUCOK OT IIEMSIHHULIbI
¥ OuYeHb BOJIHYeTCs He morudsa v oHa. KeHIIuHa Tuiakana, u
BukTop Buaen, 4to OHa UCKpEHHE nepexkuBact 3a Beponuky. Bo
BpeMs pasroBopa ¢ AHHOM, BUKTOpY ITOKa3aj10Ch, YTO 3a IBEPBIO
COCE/IHEN KOMHAThI KTO-TO CTOUT U MOACTYIIMBAET UX Pa3roBop.

— Bb1 He ofHa B jome? — cripocuin Bukrop.

—Her. 4 cpao komHary.

— A JIOKyMEHTBI Bbl Y 3TOTO YeJI0BeKa MPOBEPSIU, OH MPOIU-
caH?

— W nposepsiia 1 npomnucana, €mie y CTaporo y4acTKOBOIO
paspelleHye mojyJaia Ha nponucky. a Bel He gymante, dyeno-
BEK MPWIMYHBIM, HE U3 IIBAJIM Kakou... M oneBaeTcst xopouio u
pasroBop BexJuBbIA. CONMUIHBIA TakoW, Kpacasell. biioHauHu-
crhiii! Bee 1eBkM B iepeBHE KO MHe OEraioT M BBICIIPAIIMBAIOT,
HAJI0JITO JIM K HaM, keHar Jii. [Ipsamo ¢ yma Bce nocxonuim!

— He 060 MHe 1 peub, XO3sI0MIKAa? — U3 KOMHATHI BBIIIIEIT
BBICOKMI KPACUBBI MYKUMHA CO CBETIBIMU BostocaMu. OeT oH
ObLIT B UMIIOPTHYIO KYPTKY, Kakux B PaiinienTpe He Kymnuiiib. SIB-
HO ITPUE3KUH U3 TOPOJa HA MTOUCKH MTPUKJIIOYECHUN.



— Ja. O Bac. Haynonro u B Hamm kpasi? M ¢ Kakou 1esbio
npuexann? — copocui Bukrop.
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