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I'maBa 1

— IToxoxe, UX HUCKOJIBKO He BOJIHYET, YTO OHH YMPYT.

A3poH, OeccMepTHBII BOHMH, OJIEP)XUMBINA AEMOHOM SIpoCTH, IPUMOCTHIICS HA KPBIIIE 3/IaHUSI
Babaxoc B 1ienTpe bBymanemira u, misas BHU3, HaOmoaan 3a 0e33a00THO CIIEMIAIUMHU 110 JIejiaM
monpMu. OHU XOAAT MO Mara3uHam, OOJITAIOT M CMEIOTCSI, TIepeKyChIBAIOT Ha Xony. HuKTO He mamaer
HUII ¥ HE yMOJIsIeT OOTOB MPOJUIUTH CYIIECTBOBAaHME CBOETO OpeHHOTro Tesia. HUKTO He phigaeT, MoHu-
Mas, 4YTO HE CMOXKET XHUTh BEYHO.

OH niepeBet B3MJIA C JIIOZIeH Ha MX OKpyxkeHue. JIplomuiics ¢ HeOec paccesTHHBIN JTyHHBIH CBET,
CMEIIMBASICh C IHTAPHBIM CUSTHHEM (OHapeH, JIOKUTCS TEHSMH Ha MoltieHble MocToBble. [1o 06e cro-
POHBI YJIMIIBI TSHYTCS 3/I1aHHSI CO CBETJIO-3€JIEHBIMUA HABECAMH HaJl BXOIIOM, UJICAJTbHO COUYETAIOIIH-
MUCSI C U3YMPYITHOM 3€JIEHBIO ePEBbEB.

CuMINaTU4YHO, €CJIM PO I'POOBI MOXKHO TaK CKa3aTh.

Jlionu 3HAIOT O CBOEM MEJICHHOM yracaHuu. YepTr BO3bMH, OHH B3POCIICIOT C MBICIIBIO, UTO
PaHO WJIM TIO3]JHO MTPUJIETCS TIOKUHYTh BCE U BCEX, KOTO JIIOOAT, M TEM He MeHee, KaK OH 3aMeTHJI, He
TpeOYIOT U Jake He MPOCAT OOJIbIIe BpeMEHH. DTO. .. OYapPOBbIBAaeT. Y3HAil ASPOH, UTO €My BCKOpe
MIPE/ICTOUT HABCEeTIa PACCTaThCS C NPY3bsIMU — IPYTUMH OJEPKMUMBIMU JIEMOHAMY BOMHAMH, KOTOPBIX
OH 3alMIIAET MOCJIeHNE HECKOIBKO THICSY JIET, — OH TOIIesT Obl HA YTO YTOHO, BKJTIOYAsk U MOJIbOBI,
JUNIb Obl K3MEHUTH CBOIO CYIBOY.

OTuero e cMepTHbIe TOro He JesaiT? YTo OHU 3HAIOT TAaKOTo, YTO €My HEBEIOMO?

— OHH He yMaloT 0 CMEPTH, — OTO3BAJICA cUAAIMI mozyie Hero [lapuc, ero apyr. — OHU KUBYT,
[TIOKA €CTh BO3MOXHOCTD.

Aspon ¢eipkHyT. He Takoro otBera oH uckasl. Kak MOXHO «KHTh, IIOKA €CTh BO3MOKHOCTD»,
€CJTM 3Ta BO3MOXHOCTD JIJTUTCSI HAYTOXHO KOPOTKOE BpeMsi?

— OHu Takue Xpynkue. VX JIerko yHUUTOXKHUTh, KaK TeOe OTIIMYHO U3BECTHO.

T'oBOpHTH 1O100HOE OBLIIO OYEHB KECTOKO CO CTOPOHBI A9pOHa, BeJb IOAPYKKY [Tapuca — vmm
TMOOOBHUITY ? VT M30PaHHYIO KEHIMHY ? — COBCEM HeJTaBHO 3acTpesiiu npsiMo y [aprica Ha riasax.
U Bce e A3pOH B CBOMX CJIOBaX HE pacKauBaJICs.

Bynyuu onepxkvmMbiM ileMoHOM PazBparta, [Tapuc BRIHYRICH KaX/Ibli pa3 criath ¢ JPYro eH-
IIIMHOM, MHAYE PUCKYET MOTEPSATH CHITHI U yMepeTh. OH He MOXKET MO3BOJIUTH ceOe OIIAKUBATh TIOTEPIO
mo6oBHUITBL. OCOOSHHO TIOOOBHUIIBI-Bpara, KeM M OKa3ajiach ero Massiika CueHHa.

Kax HU cTHITHO OBUIO A3POHY 3TO MPU3HATH, HO B KAKOW-TO CTETICHU OH JIaXke ObLT paji TOMY,
YTO 3T KeHIMHA yMepia. OHa ucrosb3oBasia Obl cTpacTh [lapyca mpoOTHUB HEro caMoro ¥ B KOHEYHOM
cueTe npuBena Obl ero K ruoenu.

«$1 ke Oyy BEYHBIM rapaHTOM €ro 0e30MacHOCTH», — MOKJISUICS cebe AIPOH.

BepxosHblii 60r nipegoctaBui [lapucy BBIOOp: BEpHYTh U3 3arpoOHOTO MUpa JAYIIy €ro XeH-
IIWHBI UM OCBOOOIUTh APOHA OT Y)KACAIOIIEH KaX /bl KPOBU, HABSI3YMBBIX MBICJIEH O MyYEHHSIX U
yOUICTBE, TEP3AIONIHUX €ro pasyM. MBIC/Iel, KOTOpbIE OH — CTBITHO MPU3HATHCS — BOTUIONIAT B )KU3Hb.
CHoBa 1 cHOBa.

W3-3a storo npokisatus Pefiec, Xpanutens neMoHa bonu, efBa He MoTepsil CBOIO BO3IIOOJICH-
Hylo [laHuKy. ASpOH JICWCTBUTEILHO ObUT TOTOB HAHECTH CMEPTENIbHBIN ylap U ykKe 3aHEC OCTPHIM
KHMHKaJI, YTOOBI BOH3UTH €T0 B e NpesieCTHYIO MIeHKy. .. Ho 3a mur 1o Tpareauu [Mapuc criac AspoHa,
a He Bo3mMoONeHHYI0 CHeHHY, TeM CaMbiM COXPaHUWB KW3Hb [IaHWKH, Majad KOTOPOH MTHOBEHHO
OCBOOOJIUIICS OT BJIAJICBINIETO UM OE3yMUsI.

A3pOH MPOIOIIKAT TEP3aThCs yTPHI3EHUSIMUA COBECTH M3-3a €/IBa HE CTaBIIIEH peaIbHOCTHIO Tpa-
re/Iuy ¥ nocliencTBrid Beioopa [apuca. YyBCTBO BUHBI pa3beaasio ero U3HYTPH, MPOKUTast O CaMbIX
KocTel, cioBHO kucioToit. Teneps [Mapuc cTpamaer, B TO BpeMs Kak caM ApOH HAC/IAXIaeTCsl CBO-
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6on0i1. Ho 310 BOBCE He O3HAuYaeT, YTO OH CTaHET IMIAJANUTh YyBCTBA Jpyra. [l 3TOro oH CIMIIKOM
CHJIBHO ero JiloOuT. bosnee Toro, A3poH y Hero B 10ry. M MPUBHIK TUIATUTH 11O CYETAM.

MMeHHO 03TOMY OHU M CUAAT cefuac Ha KphIlLe.

[Tpucmarpusarsb 3a Ilapricom okazanock 3a1aueil He U3 Jerkux. Ha nporskeHun nocieiHux
1IeCTU HOuel A3pOH IPUHOCHII CIofla APyra, HEB3UPasi Ha €ro HellpepbIBHbIE IpoTecThl. [lapucy ocra-
BaJIOCh JIMIIb yKa3aTh HA KEHILMHY, U ASPOH TYT ke JOCTABJISA €€ K HEMY U CTOsUI Ha CTpaske, IIoKa
OHM 3aHUMAIMCh ceKcoM. Ho ¢ kaxmoii Houbio [lapuc Bce Dombliie U JOJIbIIe TSHYI C BHIOOPOM.

A3pOHY yKe CTaJlo Ka3aTbCsl, YTO Ha 3TOT Pa3 OHU MPOCUJIAT Ha KPBHILIE JI0 CAMOTO PAcCBETa,
Be/sl IyCThIE Pa3rOBOPHI.

Ecnmu Ob1 HbIHE MPeOBIBAIOIINIA B JISTIPECCUN BOWH IO MPUMEPY CaMOro A3poHa CTOPOHUIICS
CJIa0bIX CMEPTHBIX, TO CevYac He TOMUJICS Obl O TOM, Yero He MoXeT nonyunth. He Bras Obl B 0T4a-
sIHAE OT CBOEro OECCHIIUS M He OTpHLIA Obl €r0 IO CKOHUaHUsI BPEMEH.

A3DPOH B3JOXHYJI.

— apwuc, — Hauan on u ymonk. Kakue monoOpats cioa? — [Topa yxe niepectatb CKOpOeTh. —
Xopomo. Cpa3y 1o cyTH, KaK OH JIOOUT. — D10 ocnadnsier Tedsl.

[Mapuc mpoBesn A3bIKOM MO 3yOam.

— Kro 651 ToBopu o cmadoctu. CKOJIBKO pa3 ToOOW Oe3pasliesibHO OBIaaeBasl JeMOH SApo-
ctu? BeccueTHOE KOMMYECTBO. A CKOJIBKO pa3 U3 3TOro 6€ccYeTHOro KONMYeCTBa BUHUTD CJIEOBAIIO
6oros? Jlumbs omuH. Korma nemMoH mopaboiaer TBoe Teslo, Thl HAllPOUb Tepsiellb Hag cOOOW KOH-
Tposb. Tak uTo faBaii He OyeM J0OABIIATH K CIIUCKY TBOMX IPEXOB JIUIIEMEPUE, JOTOBOPUIIHCH?

Aspon He obugencs. K coxanenuio, emy Heuero Bo3pasuth I[lapucy. Muorna nemon fApoctu
JENCTBUTENTHHO 3aBJIAJIEBAJT €r0 TEJIOM, 3aCTaBJIssl JIETaTh HAJl TOPOIOM U HalaJaTh Ha JII0OO0ro Yeso-
BEKa B IIpeJiesiax 10CcAraeMOCTH, Kajleua M YIMBasCh YyKUM yxacoM. B Takux ciyyasix A3poH noj-
HOCTBIO OCO3HABAJI MPOMCXO/sIIEe, HO ObUT He B COCTOSTHMU MPEKPATUTh OOMHIO.

Kotopyio He Bcera u xotenoch npekpamiath. HekoTopbie oy 3acayKUBaloT MOJOOHON y4a-
CTH.

Ho emy HeHaBHCTHA MOTEPst KOHTPOJISI HaJ, COOOH M HU3BE/IEHUE JIO YPOBHSI MAPUOHETKH. Vn
TUIANIYIIEH 10 KoMaHie 00e3bsHKU. [IpeObiBasi B OJOOHOM COCTOSTHMM, A3POH MPe3npal CBOEro
JeMOHa — U BCe ke He TaK CHJIbHO, Kak cebs1 camoro. [1oToMy 4TO ¢ HEHaBHCTBIO OH MO3HAI TOp-
noctb. ['opnocts SIpocteio. st TOro 4to0sl OTBOEBAThH y JEMOHA KOHTPOJIb HaJl CUTYaIluel, Tpeoy-
I0TCSI CHUTBI, & CHJIA JIIOOOTO poia eCTh Harpaja.

OpnHako 60pbOa Mesk 1y JTIOOOBBIO M HEHABUCTBIO €T0 MO-TIPEKHEMY TPEBOXKHT.

— ThI TONBKO YTO MOATBEPIAMIT MOH CJIOBA, XOTh M HEMIPEeHAMEPEHHO, — CKa3ajl ASpOH, BO300-
HOBJIsAsI Oeceny. — CmaboCcTh MOPOKAAET pa3pylieHre. ITO 3aKOH.

B ciyyae ITapuica ckopOb paBHO3HAYHA PACCESTHHOCTH, KOTOPask MOKET OKa3aThCs (haTaTbHOM.

— Kakoe otHomenue 3to umeer ko MHe? Kakoe oTHOIIEHHE 3TO UMEET K TeM JIIOJsIM BHU3Y? —
cpocu ITapuc.

ASPOH TIOHSLJT, YTO TIPUIILIO BpeMsi OOpHCOBATH CUTYAITUI0 MAcITaOHO.

— Te mogu. .. ITo Mepkam BEYHOCTH OHU CTapeloT U yMUPAIOT B OJJUH MHUT.

— Yo ¢ Toro?

— Hait mHe oroBopuThb. Eciii BIIOOMIIIBCS B CMEPTHYIO KEHIIIMHY, CMOKEIIb OBITh C HE BCEro
HECKOJIbKO JIECATKOB JieT. VI To, eciii ee paHbllie He yHeceT 00Ie3Hb UM HeCYaCTHBIN ciyvaid. [Ipruem
BCE 3TH rofibl Thl Oyaentb HaOoIaTh, KaK OHA yracaeT, Me/IJIEHHO MPUOKAsICh K CMEPTH, U 3HATh,
YTO BIiepeay TeOs OKUIAET 1iesasi BeUHOCTh Oe3 Hee.

— CruiomHoy neccumusM. — [apuc npunokHyn s3pikoM. He Takoil peakiyu 0:xuaain oT Hero
As3poH. — Thl paccMaTpUBaeIlb 3TU TO/IbI KaK HEOOJIBIIION MPOMEKYTOK Iepeji HEOTBPATUMOM TMoTepei
TOrO, KOTO HE MOXKEIllb 3aIIUTUTh. A 51 — KaK BpeMs HACIQXACHHUS BEIMYANIINM OJaroCIOBEHUEM.
BnarocioBenueM, KoTopoe npedyneT ¢ TOOOH BCI0 OCTaBIIYIOCS BEUHOCTb.
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[Tpedyner ¢ Todoi? I'mynoctu! Koraa Tepsers 4To-To IOpOroe, BOCIIOMHHAHKS TpeBpalia-
I0TCSI B MYUYHUTEJIbHOE HATIOMUHAHUE O TOM, Yero yxe HUKoraa He Oyaer. Takue BOCIOMUHAHUSI CKO-
pee OCTIOKHSIOT KHU3Hb, OTBJIEKAIOT, — B oTiIn4Ke oT [laprca, ASpoH He cOOMpaICs MPUYKpalIuBaTh
CUTYAIINIO, — a HEe TIPU/IAIOT CHJL.

V AspoHa 1 ToKa3aTeIbCTBO MMeeTCst — COOCTBEHHBIE YYBCTBA K BasieHy, ogep:kuMomMy 1eMo-
HoM HeBepusi, KOTOpBIN HeKora ObUT €ro JIydIliuM APYroM. JJaBHBIM-JaBHO ASPOH MOTEpsUT TOTO,
KOro JTIoOWIT 60JIbIIe, YeM MOT Obl JIIOOUTh pOIHOTO Opara, U Terepb, OCTaBasCh HAGAMHE C COOOM,
4acTo npeacTapisger bajeHa u gymaer o ToM, Kak MOIJIa Obl CIIOKUTHCS JKU3HbB, €CITH OBl TOT HE MOTH0.

[Napuicy oH MogOOHOM yyacTH He Kesaer.

Uepr ¢ Hel, ¢ MACIITAOHOCTBIO. YK JIyullle CHOBA OOPAaTUThCS K KECTOKOCTH.

— Ecnu THI criocoOeH ¢ JIETKOCTHIO MPUHSATH YTPaTy, Kak yTBEPK/Iaelllb, IIOUYeMy ke TOr/Ia Bce
ere ckopOwib o CueHHe?

Cger syHbl 03apwt Jmiio [lapuca, 1 ASpoH 3aMeTHJI, UTO I71a3a Y Hero Clierka OCTEKJICHEBIIE.
IToxoxe, ox 1. OnATs.

— YV Hac He ObUIO HECKOJIBKUX JECATKOB JIeT. Bcero Jmib HECKOJNBKO JHEH, — IPOM3HeC OH
0€3’KM3HEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

«HyXHO UATH 10 KOHIIa».

— A ecyu ObI THI IPOXKUI C HEW CTO JIET, TO CMUPUJIICS OBl C €e CMEPTHIO?

[ToBucna nay3a.

KoneyHo *ke Her.

— XBarut! — [apuc yaapui Ky;J1akoM IO KPbIIIe ¢ TAKOW CUJIOH, YTO BCE 3/1aHHE COIPOTHYIOCH. —
He xouy Gosblnie 06 5TOM TOBOPHTS.

Ouenb 110X0.

— Ioteps ecth motepst. CrabocThb ecTh cnadocTsb. He 1mo3Boss cede MpUBA3LIBATHCS K JOMSM,
HE CTaHeM M MepekuBaTh, KOrJa OHU yMpYT. Ecim Mbl 3akaiauM cBou cepiia, To He OyleM KemaTh
TOTO, Yero He MOXeM MOTy4uTh. Harm qeMOHBI TTperofiaii HaM XOPOIIUHN YPOK.

Hekorna vx 1eMOHbI OOMTaITU B 8y ¥ OTUASTHHO JKask 1y oOpectr cBoOony. OO beJMHUBIIHCH,
OHHU CyMeJIi BHIOPaThCsl, HO B KOHEUHOM CYeTe JIMIIIb CMEHWIN OfIHY TIOPbMY Ha JpPYrylo, U BTOpast
OKa3aJiach ropasjio Xyxke MepBou.

[Mocrte MBITOK cepoii U TIaMeHeM MPEUCIIOHEN JeMOHBI Ha THICSAUY JIET OKA3JTUCh 3ariepThIMU
B sapiie [Tanmopsl. Teicsuy JieT TbMBbI, Oe3bICXOIHOCTH U 0o, Ha ceil pa3 oHM JIMIITMIMCH He TOJBKO
CBOOOIBI, HO M HAJIEKIbI HA JIYYIIYIO JIOMIO.

Ecnu Ob1 1eMOHBI ObLTH CUJTbHEE M CIIOCOOHBI 00Y3/1aTh CBOM KeJIaHWs1, He TIOMajy Obl B IIJIEH.

Ecnu 661 A3poH 005agast JOCTaTOYHOW CHIION BOJIM, TO HE CTaJT Obl TOMOTaTh OTKPHIBATH JIapell.
U torga ero He MOCTUTIIO OBI IPOKJISATHE, U TEJIO €0 He MPEBPATHIIOCH Obl BO BMECTHIIUIIIE JIJIS1 BeJTHU-
YaWIIero 371a, KOTOpoe OH caM ke 1 ocBoOoawt. Ero He n3raasm Ovl ¢ HeOec, U3 eJMHCTBEHHOTO JI0Ma,
KOTOPBIT OH 3HAJ, M He OOPEKJIM ITPOBECTU OCTATOK BEUHOCTH HA HECTIOKOMHOM 3eMJle, T/ie HUUTO He
OCTaeTCs HEM3MEHHBIM.

On He notepsin Obl bafeHa, Bpaxaysl ¢ OXOTHUKAMU — IMPE3PEHHBIMU CMEPTHBIMU, HEHABU/IS-
MM Briagpik 1 0OBHHSIIOIIMMU UX BO BCeM 371e Mupa. [pyr ymep ot paka? — Pazymeercsi, BUHO-
BaThl Biasibiku. JleBouKka-moapocTok oOHapyxuia, uro 6epemeHHa? — M 310, HECOMHEHHO, TIPOUCKU
Bnanpik.

Bynp A3poH kpemnde IyxoM, He OKa3ajicsi Obl CHOBA BTSIHYTHIM B BOWHY, TJIe HY’KHO CpaXXaThCsl
u youBatsb. Becerna yousars.

— Tol kOrIA-HUOY B Kenan cMepTHYI0? — cipocuJi [apuc, OTBIIeKast ero OT MpauHbIX MbICIIEH. —
B nutane cexca?

ASpPOH HErPOMKO XMBIKHYII:

— BrycTuTh B CBOIO KM3HB KEHIIMHY Ha OJIMH J€Hb U NOTEPATH ee Ha crieayiomuii? Het. — On
HE TaKoOH JIypak.
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— K10 roBoput, 4To THI 00sI3aTeNIbHO ee moTepsienb? — [Tapric BeITAIII U3 BHYTPEHHETO Kap-
MaHa KOJKaHOU KypTKHU (PIISKKY.

CHoBa askoronb? BusiHo, 601TOBHS, 3aTestHHAs, YTOOBI MOAHATH IPYry HACTPOEHUE, HE TIPH-
HecJ1a TOJb3bl.

CrenaB OOJBINON TJI0TOK, [Tapuc 1o6aBwt:

— YV Mbaanokca ectb nutnH, y JliockeHa — AHbs, y Pelieca — [lanuka, a terieps u y Cabuna
ectb ['BeH. [laxe y cectpol I'BeH, BosiHKM YkacHOM, uMeeTcs BO3MIOOJIEHHBIA — aHresl, C KOTOPbIM
MHE MPHIILIOCh OOPOTHCA B MacJe. .. BIpodyeM, He BaxHO. He Oymem 06 5TOM roBOpUTS.

Bopotbes B Macne? Jla yx, O TAKOM JEMCTBUTENBHO JIyYllle HE TOBOPUTD.

— Bce 3tu mapouku oOpenu Apyr apyra, HO KakAast U3 KEHIMH 00/1a/1aeT KaKOH-TO CIOCOOHO-
CTBIO, BBIICJISIIONIEH ee cpeu npourx. OHU He TIPOCThIe CMEPTHBIE.

OpnHako 3TO He O3HAYAET, YTO OHU OYIYT KUTh BEeYHO. [lake OeccMepTHBIX MOXKHO yOuTh. KoMy,
Kak He A3pOHY, 3TO 3HaTh, BeJlb UMEHHO OH MoA00pas rojioBy baseHa — oTiesieHHyI0 OT TYJIOBHIIA.
W uMeHHO OH TIepBBIM YBUJIET HABEUHO 3aCTHIBIIICE HA JIUIIE APYyra BIpaKeHUE MIOKA.

— Hy, npuser, pemerne mpodiemsbl. Bcero-To v Hy:)KHO, YTO HAUTY JKEHIIMHY C YHUKAJIbHBIMU
CIIOCOOHOCTAMM, — cyxo 3ameTi [lapuc.

Ecnum 6w1 Bce ObU10 Tak mpocto. Kpome Toro. ..

—V wmens ectb JIernoH, v ¢ Hell OTHOM SI B JIAaHHBIE MOMEHT MOTY COBJIaJiaTh.

[Ipy BoCOMMHAHMY O MaJICHBKOW JIEMOHecce, CTaBIIel eMy KeM-TO Bpoie no4epu, ApoH
ycMexHysncsi. Poctom oHa eziBa IOXOAMT eMy 1O Tosica. 3esieHast Yellys, jJBa MaJIeHbKUX pora,
HEJJABHO BHIPOCIIIME y Hee Ha roJIOBE, M OCTPbIe 3yObl, BBIICNSIONINE SIIOBUTYIO CITIOHY. [Iragemsl —
ee JIIoOMMOe YKpallleHne, a ’KuBasl IJI0Th — JII0OMMOoe OJTI0IO.

INepBoii ee c1abOCTH OH BCAYECKHU TOTAKAET, a CO BTOPOU CTapaeTcst O0pOThCs.

C JlernoH A3poH MO3HAKOMWICS B ajay. BepHee, HACTOJIBKO OMM3KO OT T€eHHBI OTHEHHOW,
HACKOJIbKO BOOOIIE MOXHO MO100paThcsi 6€3 prcKa CropeTh 3a)KMBO B kKapKoM Iiamenu. Ero 3ako-
BaJIM B IIeTM, TaK CKa3aTh, B IIare OT MPEWCIOIHEH, OMbSHEBIIEr0 OT MPOKJISITON KaX/bl KPOBH,
3acCTaBJIsIBIICN HamaaaTh Jaxe Ha Apy3eid. JIernoH mpopsuia Xoi B TEMHHILY A9POHA, U €€ TPHUCYT-
CTBUE KaKMM-TO 00pa30M MPOSICHUIIO €r0 pa3yM M IPUIAIIO KeJTaHHbIe ciitbl. OHa moMorsa emy coe-
KaTh, U C TEX MOP OHM HHUKOI/IA HE PacCTaBAJIVICh.

Ho Hacrosiiero MmoMmeHTa. Ero nqparorieHHasi ieBouKa BEpHYJIaCh B HCHABUCTHBIN €i a1, TOTOMY
YTO HEKM TIpeIaHHbI OOram aHresT TahKoM HaOmomaeT 3a A3pOHOM, MpsYach B TEHH, OCTaBasCh
HEBUAUMBIM, OXHIAsS. .. 4ero-1o. Yero — Hem3BecTHO. B HacTosimii MOMEHT ApPOH HE OIIyIIaeT
3TOTO MPUCTATBHOTO B3IJIsIA, HO 3HAET, YTO aHreN BepHeTcsi cHoBa. U JlernoH He BhIHECA €ro npu-
CYTCTBHUSL.

OTKUHYBIIKCH HA3a/, ASPOH BCMOTpENCSl B HOUHOE He0O. 3Be3[bl CEroiHsi CUSIOT, CJIOBHO
OpPWUTMAHTHI, pacCHINTaHHBIE 10 YepHOMY amiacy. MHoraa, xenas HacaaJuThcsl XOTs Obl MILTIO3UEN
yeIUHEHHMsI, OH B3JIETAJ TaK BBICOKO, KaK TOJILKO MOT, a 3aTeM KaMHEeM TaJajl BHU3, CTPEMHUTEIIHHO 1
YBEPEHHO, pactpaBJisisi KPbUIbs JIMIIIb 32 APy CEKYH 0 yAapa O 3eMIIIO0.

[Mapuic cnenan erme oauH OOMBIION TIOTOK U3 (OISIKKU, U B BO3YXE MOILJIBLI apoMar aMmOpo-
31U, HEXHBIN U CIIAJIKUI, KaK JbIXaHue peOeHKa. ASpOH nmokadan rojoBou. [lapuc nzdpan aMOpo3uio
CBOMM HAapKOTHMKOM, IOTOMY 4TO OHA €IMHCTBEHHAS CIIOCOOHA MPUTYIUIATH Pa3yM U BO3JEHCTBOBATD
Ha Tesia OECCMEPTHBIX BPOJIE HUX, HO €€ HEyMEepeHHOe yroTpedeH e MpeBpaIiano HeKoraa CBUpe-
MIOr0 BOM Ha B Pa3MaszHIo.

I'ne-To no ynmuiiam 6ponut ["aneH, mpeaBoAUTe b OXOTHUKOB, OACPKUMBIA JEMOHOM, KaK U
Branpiku, nmostomy AspoHy TpeOyercs, uToOsl [lapric XOTb HEMHOTO cooOpaxkai. A elne Jydiie —
npeObIBal B MOJTHOW OOEBOI FOTOBHOCTH, BElb HEBEIOMOIO aHreja TOXe He CTOMT CIHCHIBATH CO
CUETOB. AHTIeJbl, KaK HEJIaBHO BBISICHII A3POH, 3aHUMAIOTCS YHUUTOKEHUEM JIEMOHOB.



H. Ioyontep. «TemHas cTpacTh»

Xoten i 3TOT aHres ero youts? HeussectHo, u Jlucanap, Bo3moOneHHbIl BbsiHKY, He TOTpY-
AWJICS TIPOSICHUTH CUTYaluio. Bripouem, 3T0 U He Ba)XHO. A3POH COOMPAJICS BBINOTPOLIUThH TPYCa,
OyIlb TOT MYKYMHOU WJIM KEHIIMHOM, KaK TOJIbKO TOMY JOCTaHET MYKECTBA CHOBA CYHYThCS K HEMY.

HukTo He paznmyuut ero c¢ Jlernon, a ToT, KTO OCMEIUTCS BMEIIAThCS, MOIUIATUTCA. B 3TOT
CaMBblil MUT OeHSI)KKA MOKET CTpajarh AylIeBHO Wi (pusruecku. [1pu 3Toi MBICT ASPOH CTUCHYI
KYJIaKM C TAaKOW CHJIOH, YTO KOCTH eiBa He TpecHY/M. CoOpaThsi ero MIJION MAJIBIIIKK JTIOOST HacMe-
XaThCsl HAJl ee TOOPOTOM M cocTpagaHueM. A ellle UM HPaBUTCS 32 HEeW TOHSATLCS, U OHUM Ooram
M3BECTHO, UYTO OHU OBl C HEW clieNau, ecii O CyMesH ToMMarh.

— Kaxk 6bl T1 HU TI06W1 JleruoH. . . — mpousHec [lapuc, cHoBa BbIiepruBasi A3poHa U3 rTyOOKO
TPSICHHBI MBICJIEH. 3aIyCTUB KaMHEM B TPOTHBOMOJIOKHOE 3[JaHUE, OH O OCTaTOK aMOpO3UH U
noroBopuii: — OHa He cocoOHa yIOBJIETBOPUTH BCE TBOU MOTPEOHOCTH.

OH, KOHEUHO, UMeeT B BUIy ceKc. Heyxkenm Henb3s 3aKphITh 3Ty TeMy pa3 v HaBcerga? ASpoH
B310XHYJ. OH HE craj ¢ JKEeHIIIMHON HECKOJIBKO JIET, 2 MOJKET, U BEKOB. He CToAT OHM 3aTpavyeHHbIX
yeumid. M3-3a nemMoHa $Ipoctu kenaHue MpUIMHUTD JTIOOOBHUIIE BPE CKOPO TMEPEBEIINBAIIO Kella-
HHE JIOCTaBUTh €l ynoBoJbCTBHE. Boree TOro, MOKpHITOMY TaTyMPOBKAMH M 3aKaJ€HHOMY B 0OsIX
A>3pOHY PUXOIWIOCH TSHKKUM TPYAOM 3aBOEBBIBATh pacnoyioxkeHue K cede. JKeHIIMHBI ero 0osTcs
— Y TIPaBUJILHO AeNAloT. [TOMBITKY NOHPABUTHCSI UM TPeOYIOT BpeMEHH M TePIIeHH I, KOTOPHIMH OH He
pacrnionaraet. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, Y HETO €CThb Jeja NoBakHee. TpeHnpoBKH, HaITpUMep, OXpaHa JoMa
u npysei. [Torakanue mo0Oo mpuxoTu JIernoH.

— Her y meHs Takux norpebHOCTEN.

ITo Gosnbireit yacTu 310 nMpapa. HageneHHBIN jKele3HON CaMOAUCITUILIIMHON, ASPOH PeIKO MOJI-
AaBaJics keJaHuAM 11oTd. OH Mor ceOe TO MO3BOJIUTh, pa3Be UTO OCTaBasICh B OAMHOYECTBE.

— A mory nonmy4uTs Bee, uTo 3axouy. Cinyiai, Mbl Clo[ja OTKPOBEHHUYATH 3a0paJIiCh HITH YTOOBI
HalTH Tede MOOOBHUILY?

3aperyas, [Tapuc mBBIpHYI MycTyIO (PISKKY TOYHO Tak ke, Kak mpexae Kamenb. OHa ynapu-
J1ach O CTEHY MPOTUBOIIOIOKHOTO 3/1aHHsI, B3METHYB OOJIAYKO MBUTH M KAMEHHOM KPOIIIKH.

—Ilpuner aeHb, Koraa KTo-To odapyeT TeOsl, IPUBJIeYET U MOWMAeT B CETH, U ThI OyJeIIb KelaTh
ee KaxIoW KjeToukon Tena. Hazmetoch, oHa cBener Te0st ¢ yma. Haneioch, 4to XoTsi Obl MOHAYaIty
CTaHeT OTBeprarh Te0s, 3aCTaBJisis moderarhb 3a co00i. MOXKeT, TOr/ia Thl MOYYBCTBYEIIb XOTb TOIUKY
Moe# 6onu.

— Eciii umenHo 310 TpebyeTcs, YToObl OTILIATUTH TeOe 3a TO, YeM Thl paJiii MEHsI OXKEPTBOBAJ,
s ¢ PaJOCThIO IPUMY TaKyIo y4acThb. Jlaxke Oyay MOIUTH O Hell OOTroB.

As3poH He Mor cebe MpeacTaBUuTh, YTO BOZKETAET JKEHIIMHY, CMEPTHYIO WA OECCMEPTHYIO,
HACTOJIBKO, YTO 3TO Pa3pyIIUT ero ku3Hb. OH He TOXOX Ha JPYrHX BOMHOB, MOCTOSHHO MIIYIIUX
ceOe mapy, 1 AEHCTBUTENHHO MPEANIoYUTaeT oquHouecTBO. Hy, nim HaxoauThest HaeauHe ¢ JIernoH.
Kpome Toro, oH CIMIIIKOM ropj, 4ToObl Oerath 3a KEHIMHOW, He OTBEYalolell Ha ero YyBCTBA.

Opnnako ceituac A3poH ropopuii cepbe3Ho. Pagu [apuca o B caMoM Jiesie rOTOB Ha YTO YTOIHO.

— Capimmb, Kponoc?! — mpokpuyai oH, HOTHSB rojoBy K HeOecaMm. — [Tomum MHe KeHIHY.
Takyto, koTopast OyeT MeHsl My4uThb. Takyio, KOTopasi OTBEprHeT MeHs1 !

— CamoHa/iesTHHBIN YOIIOOK, — HerpoMKo 3acmestics [Tapuc. — Uto, eciv OH 1 BITpaBLy MOIUIeT
TeOe TaKkylo ropasuKy?

Aspona nopaznoBana Becenocts [lapuca. OH ceifuac Tak Moxox Ha ce0s mpexHero!

— CuJIbHO COMHEBAIOCh.

Kponoc nogesnesn, 4ToObl BOMHBI COCPEAOTOYMIIMCh HA YHUUTOKEHNH [aneHa. IT1o crajo ero
HaBSI3YMBOM HWJieel ¢ Tex mop, Kak JlaHuka mpenckasana, uto BepxoBHbI OOr MOrHOHET OT PyKU
lNanena.

Hanuka sBisercsa BeeBuasimm OkoM, U ee BujieHUs Beerga cObiBaoTcs. axke rioxue. Ho
€CTh B 9TOM M MOJIOXKUTEIIbHBI MOMEHT: 3Hasi Oy/yllee 3apaHee, MOKHO MOIBITAThCSl €0 U3MEHUTb.
[To kpaitHeit Mmepe, TEOPETUUYECKHU.
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— A eciu Bee ke ronuiet? — cHoBa cripocu [lapuc, YToObl HApyIIUTh 3aTSHYBIIEECs: MOTYaHHe.

— Eciiu KpoHoc oTBeTUT Ha MOM MOJTBOBI, CTaHy HACIIAX JaThCS TIOCTEICTBUSMU, — YXMbLIbHYB-
IMch, coras Aspol. — Hy, xBatut yxe 060 mHe. [laBail ciiesiaeM To, 3a4eM MPHIILTH.

BeInpsMuBIINCE, OH IOCMOTpPEJT BHU3 HAa HAYaBILYIO PEETh TOJITY.

Pagu coxpaHHOCTH MOCTOBBIX BBE3]] ABTOTPAHCIIOPTA B 3TY YacTh rOPOJa 3allPETHIIU, U JIIOAU
XOIWJTU 3/Iech TermKkoM. [loaromy A3poH 1 BHIOpas 3To MecTo. EMy BoBce He y/bI0aioch BHITACKH-
BaTh u30panHuIly Ilapuca w3 awxkyieiics mammbbl. Ceitdac ke [lapucy Bcero-to u HykHO, 4TO
caemnaTh BHIOOP, M ASPOH, PaclIpaBUB KpPbLIbsl, CPasy IOCTaBIIsUT ero BHU3. OUH B3IV HA MTPEeKpac-
HOT'O TOJTyOOI71a30T0 JIbsIBOJIA — M U30paHHAs UM JKEHIIIMHA OCTaHABJIMBAJIACh M BOCTOPXKEHHO axaa.
Wuorna omHo# yneiOku Ilaprca oKka3plBaIoCh I0CTaTOUHO, YTOOBI YOEAUTh €€ pa3/ieThCsl MPSMO Ha
yJUIIe, TIIe MOT YBUIETH JIOOOW CITy4aiHbIN MPOXOKHUIL.

— Huxkoro Tbl He Haiiaenb, — orMaxHyJcs [apuc. — 4 yxe cmotper.

— Kak Hacuer... 3Toii? — ASpoH yKa3aJl Ha IMyXJIEHbKYI0 OJIOHAAMHKY B Yepecuyp OTKPOBEHHOM
HapsiJe.

— Her. — Hu mauteiiero kone6anusi. — CIUIIKOM. .. O4EBU/IHO.

«OnATp B35UICSA 3a CTApOe», — C yKacoM Nogymasl ASpoH, yKa3blBasi Ha JIPYrylo KEHIIMHY:

— Asra?

Beicokasi, ¢ cOOMa3HUTENIBHBIM TEJIOM M KOITHOM KOPOTKHMX PBUKUX Bosioc. OyieTa KOHcepBa-
TUBHO.

— Her. Ciumikom myxernonoOHast.

— Yro 31O 3HAUYMT, YepT nojaepu?

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO A ee He xouy. Cienyronias.

Burelii yac AspoH mpeasaran KaHIuIaTypbl MOTEHIMATBHBIX TI0OOBHUII, a [lapuc oTrBeprai
UX MO pa3HbIM CMEXOTBOPHBIM IPUYMHAM: CJIMIIKOM HEBUHHAS, CJIMILKOM HEpAIUIMBAs, CIUIIKOM
3aropenasi, CJIMIIKOM OneqHast. EMUHCTBEHHBIM MTpUeMIIEMbIM OTKA30M ObUIO: «S1 ¢ Hell yxke cria»,
a Tak Kak [lapuc cras co MHOrMMu, A3pOH 4acTo CJIBIIIAT 9TH CIIOBA.

— B koHeuHOM cuete Tebe mpueTcst Koro-To BeiOpars. [loueMy Obl He TPeKpaTUTh HAIITK MyYe-
HUA? 3aKpoi I71a3a U TKHU Hayraja. Ha Koro ykaelb, Ta ¥ BBIUTPAET.

— 4 yxe ogHax bl urpai B 3ty urpy. M 3akonumiiack oHa... — ITapuc B3gpornyn. — He BaxHo.
Hesauem 00 3tom BciomuHath. Tak uto Het. [IpocTo Her.

— Kak nacuer. ..

A>3pOH oceKcsl, YBUJIEB, KaK KEHIIMHA, Ha KOTOPYIO OH MPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPEJI, UCUe3/Ia B TEHU.
He nponasia 13 noss 3peHus1, 4To BIOJIHE B Tpupoze Belei. Yto cunraercs Hopmoii. Her, ona npo-
CTO pPacTBOPUJIACH: TOJIBKO YTO CTOslJIa HA MOCTOBOM, a B CJIEAYIOIIMI MUT Mcye3na. TeHb KakUM-TO
00pa3oM BTSIHYJIA ee B ce0sl, TOUHO Ha TIOBOJIKE.

ASpOH BCKOYMJT HA HOTH, M U3 IIIeJIel Ha ero OOHaKeHHOW CIIMHE aBTOMATUYeCKU MOSIBHITUCH
Y PaCKpbUIUCH KPbUIbSI.

— ¥V Hac npobOnema.

— UYro crpsicnoch? — [Napuc Toxe Bckouml. [lake cierka nokaunBasich mocjie aMopo3uu, OH TMo-
MIPEKHEMY OCTaBaJICS BOMHOM M MTHOBEHHO BBIXBATUJI KUHKAJI.

— TemuoBonocas xenuuna. Tel ee Bugen?

— Koropyio u3 Hux?

Bort u otBeT Ha Bonpoc Aapona. Her, He Buzien. B mpoTuBHOM citydae He cTast Obl CIiparivBarh,
0 KOM peuyb.

— Upem. — A3poH 0OXBaTHJI JIpyra 3a TaJIUIO0 M CHOPBITHYJ C KpblK. Betep Tpenas BolOCH
[Mapuca, HECKOBKO PAa3HOIBETHBIX MPsICH XJIECTHYH €ro IO JIUITY, a 3eMJIsl BCe MPUOIMKaach. . .
npudmkanack... — CMorpu B 06a. Mbl HIlleM XEeHIMHY ¢ YepHBIMU BOJIOCAMH [0 TUled, IPSMYIO,
TOYHO TaJIKa, POCTOM MPUMEPHO TATh (PYTOB JECATH JIONMOB, JIET IBAIIATH C HEOOIBIINM, OETYIO
BO Bce yepHoe. CKopee Bcero, OHa He YeJIOBEK.
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— Yovem?

— Her, B rj1eH Bo3bMeM. Y MeHsI K Hell €CTh BOIIPOCHI.

Harpumep, Kak efl ynanoch UCUE3HYTb, 3a4eM OHA 3[1eCh U Ha KOTro padoTaer. Y 6ecCMepTHBIX
BCEI/la UMEIOTCSI MOTHUBHI.

A>3pOH B3MaxHYJ KPbUIbSIMH 32 MUT /IO CTOJIKHOBEHHUsI ¢ OETOHOM M KaMHEM. 3aMe IUBIIHCh,
OH C JIETKMM TOJTYKOM ITPU3EMJIWIICS] Ha HOTH, oTITycTr [lapuca, 1 OHUM TyT ke pa3olUIUCh B pa3HbIX
HarpaByieHusX. [lociie Thicsd JieT cpaxeHuit OOK 0 OOK JPY3bsl 3HAIU, KaK JeWCTBOBATh, He OOroBa-
pUBasi KaXJ0€ IBUKEHHE 3apaHee.

A3pOH, mpsiya KpbUibsl, CTPEMIVIAB NIOHECCS MO Y3KOU YJIOUKe, yXOIsLIel HajleBO, TaK Kak
MMEHHO B 3TOM HalpaBJIEHUM Molula xkeHiuHa. [lo Jopore oH 3aMeTHs1 HECKOJIBKUX JIofiel —
MapoyKy, AepXKallyiocs 3a pyKd, Oe3I0MHOT0, MBIOIIEr0 BUCKU U3 OyTBUIKM, YEJIOBEKA, BHITYJIMBA-
Io1Iero co0aky, — HO HU CJiefla TEeMHOBOJIOCOM JKEHIIUHBL. JloOekaB 1O KUPIUYHON CTEeHbI, ASpOH
obepHysics. Yeprt nmogepu. Uto, ecim oHa Takas ke, Kak JliockeH? CriocoOHa TenenopTHpOBaThCs B
mo00e MECTO CUJION MbICIH?

HaxmypwuBiich, AspoH punysics oopatHo. Eciii moHagoOuTcsi, OH OOBIIET KakAyo YIUIY B
3TOM paiioHe. OIHaKO Ha MOJMITYTH Ha3aJ TEHW BOKPYT HETro CryCTUJIMCh, 3aTMEBAasl 30JI0TUCTbIN CBET
(onapeii. I3 Mpaka rnpocaunBaIviCh THICSIUM PUIYILIEHHBIX KPUKOB, ITOJHBIX My4Y€HUsI U arOHUU.

A3pOH OCTaHOBWJICS, ONacasCh BPE3aTbCsl BO YTO-TO WJIM KOTO-TO, M BBIXBATUJ KUHKAJIbI.
Kakoro gpsiBona TyT TBO. ..

Bapyr u3 TeHM B HECKONBKMX IIarax OT HETO BBIILIA KEHIIUHA — ma camas keHiuHa. OHa
Ka3aJlach €JMHCTBEHHBIM JIyUOM CBETa BO BHE3AITHO BO3HHUKILEM OIPOMHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE ThMBI.
['ma3a 4yepHsbl, Kak OKPYKAOIIUI MpakK, TyObl — KpacHble U yBJIa)KHEHHbIE — TIOXOKHU Ha KpoBb. OHa
ObLJIa KpacrBa OCOOEHHOM, KeCTOKOU KPacOTOM.

Hemon fApoctu 3ammnesn y A3poHa B rojioBe.

Ha mrHoBenue A3poH uctyrascs, yto KpoHoC AefCTBUTENBHO YCIIBIIIAT €70 MOJIBOY M TOCa
JKEHILMHY Tep3aThb ero. Ho, 151151 Ha Hee, OH He Oy TUJI HM pacTeKaloIIerocs o BeHaM kapa, HU yJa-
IIIEHHOTO cepIieOreH si, O KOTOPBIX pacCKas3bIBaIM Apyrie Biaapiku, onuckiBasi BCTpedy CO CBOMMMU
n30paHHUIIaMU. B He3HAaKOMKe HET pOBHBIM CYETOM HUYETr0 OCOOEHHOTO — A9pPOH Yepe3 CeKyHY Obl
0 Hel mo3a0bLI.

— Tak-tak-Tak. [Toxoxe, MHe yinbiOHynack ynaya! Onus u3 Brnagpik [Ipencrniogneit mouTut MeHs
CBOMM IIPUCYTCTBUEM, — IIPOrOBOPUJIA KEHIIMHA XPUILIBIM, KaK y KypWIbIIMKa, TojocoM. — Jlaxe
MIPOCUTh HE MPULILIOCH.

— Ha, s Bnagpika. — Kakoii cmbic oTpuniate oueBugHoe? I'opoxaHne cpasdy y3HaloT A3poHa
U Jpyrux BOMHOB. HekoTopele Jake cuuTaloT ux aHreiaaMu. OXOTHUKHU TOXE Y3HAIOT UX C NIEPBOTO
B3IJIS1/1a, HO Ha3bIBAIOT ieMOHaMu. Kak Obl TO HY OBUIO, STUMU CBEACHUSAMM €Ba JIX MOKHO BOCIIOJb-
30BaThCs MPOTUB Hero. — U 51 B camoMm Jesie uckai Teosl.

VYcrplmas 310 npU3HaHKUE, HE3HAKOMKA N300pa3uiia Ha JIMIE JIETKOe YIUBIICHHE.

— Kakas yectb. 3aueMm xe Tbl MEHs UcKaJ1?

— Xorten y3HaTh, KTO THI Takasi. — MoxeT, nmpaBujibHee ObLIO Obl CKa3aTh «YTO ThI TaKOE» ?

— Bo3MoOkHO, 51 HE HACTOJNBKO yAawInBa, Kak aymana. — OHa HaJqysla CBOU TOJIHBIE KPacHbIE
ryObl ¥ IPUTBOPHJIACH, UTO BBITUPAET Clie3y. — Pa3 pomHoi OpaT MeHsI He y3Haer.

Uro x, cuTyalsl Hayajia MposICHATHCS: OHA — JITYHbSI.

— VY MeHs HeT cecTphl.

OHna n30rHyNa YepHyI0 OPOBb.

— Tol B 3TOM yBepeH?

- Ja.

VYV AspoHa He ObUIO HU OTIIA, HU MaTepu; 3eBc, BepXOBHBIN OOT OJIMMITUIATICB, POCTO CO3AIT
€ro, NpOU3HecH 3aKJMHaHKe. Tak ke, Kak M BCEX OCTaJIbHBIX BiaJblk.
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— Vopsamen! — He3Hakomka NpUILIOKHYJIA S3bIKOM, HAIIOMHUB 3TUM kectom [lapuca. — Mue
clieioBajio Obl JOTAJaThCsl, YTO MbI OyJeM MOXOXHU. B JIoOOM cilydae o4eHb 3J0POBO HAKOHEII-TO
3acTarh KOro-To U3 Bac B onuHOYKY. W k1O xe MHe nonanca? Hapumccusm? § npasa, He Tak in?
[Mpusnaiics, To1 opepxkumM Haprmccusmom. TTotomy U packpacuit cBoe Tejlo TaTyUpOBKaMU ¢ U300-
paskeHueM coOcTBeHHOTro Jiuia. Muto. MoxHo, s Oyay 3Bath TeOs Hapum?

Haprcenzm? Hu oguH 13 ero codpatheB He ofiep:kuM 3TiM JiemoHoM. ComHenue, boesHs,
[eyans u ele MHOTO APYTHUX, J1a, HO HE 3TOT. ASPOH MOKayasl rOJIOBOM U TYT BCIIOMHUJI, YTO TJie-
TO CYIIECTBYIOT U JIPyTUe OfiepKUMbIe leMOHaMK OeccMepTHBIe. beccMepTHbIe, KOTOPBIX OH HUKOTAA
He BcTpeyasl. Ho KOTOPBIX OJKEH OTHICKATh.

Tak Kak UMeHHO BJI&IILIKI/I OTKPLUIA JIapEIl HaH)IOpI)I, OHHM BCerja IoJjiarajiv, 4yT1o ABJIAIOTCA
eIMHCTBEHHBIMU OeCCMEPTHBIMU, YbH TeJIa CAENAIMCh BMecTuIMINeM eMoHOB. Ho KpoHoc HenaBHO
pasBesi1 3T0 3a0yk/IeHre, BPyYUB BOMHAM CBUTKM C UMEHAMU JIPYTUX, UM MoAoOHbIX. [Toxoxke,
JEMOHOB OKa3aJIoCh OOJIbllie, YeM BMHOBHUKOB IPOUCIIECTBUS, M, TaK Kak Jiapel Mporal, OJIuM-
MTUHIIB — TIPABAIIHE B TO BpeMs OOTY — 3aTOUMIIA OCTABIIIMXCS TBApel B OecCMepTHBIX Y3HUKOB Tap-
Tapa.

ITO OTKPHITHE He TIpe/iBeIaio Biagsikam HU4Yero xoporero. B 6siTHOCTH cBOI0 BeccmepTHOi
I'Bapnueit 3eBca onu 3anepiv B Taprape MHOTO TJIEHHUKOB, a TIPECTYIMHUKM YacTO KUBYT TOJBKO
pamu MecTi. A3pOH OTJIMYIHO YCBOUJI 3TOT MPETIOJAHHBIN IPOCTHIO YPOK.

— D! — HanoMHWIa o cebe KkeHIHA. — Thl erne 3/1ech?

Yacro 3amopraB, A9poH IIOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee CBEPXY BHU3, MBICJIEHHO MTPOKIMHAs ce0s1. OH 1mo3-
BOJIIJI ceOe OTBJICUbCs B IPUCYTCTBUM BO3MOXHOTO Bpara. Jlypak.

— He TtBOETO YMa 11€710, KTO 51 TAKOW. — DTY MH(POPMALIMIO BIIOJIHE MOKHO UCTIONIb30BaTh IPOTUB
Hero. SIpocThk B mocnie/iHee BpeMsl OUeHb JIETKO BCIIBIXMBAET, U JIaXKe camble HeBUHHBIC 3aMeYaHUsI
MOT'YT HIOTPY3HTh €0 — a CIIEI0BATENbHO, U A9pPOHA — B KPOBOXKAJHOE Oe3yMue, MOABEprasi OacHOCTH
rOpoJ U BCEX €ro KUTeJeH.

Bo Bcem BUHOBAT CreAISIIIMiA 32 HUIM aHTell.

Bot Tonbko He3aueM OOBHHSATH aHTeNa, KOrjga JeMOH SIpocTH HauMHAeT phluaTh B rOJIOBE U
CKpECTHCh B Ueperie, OTYasTHHO XkeJas JielicTBoBaTh. Harpumep, mpuanHuTh 00716, CaMast cujibHast
CIIOCOOHOCTH IEMOHA — YMEHHE YyBCTBOBATh I'PEXHU JIDOOTO YesIOBEKa, HAXOJUBIIETOCs TOOIN30CTH.
A criicok HpGFpCIH@HI/Ifl CTO}IHlefI Nnepea HUM JKCHIIHUHLI, ITOXOXKE, HEBEPOATHO JIMHCH.

— Cyns mo TBoeMy BHE3aITHO TIOMpayvHEBIIEMY JIMILY, OTBET «HET» Ha 0o0a Bompoca. Thl He
Hapuu u 81 He 31€Ch.

— 3amoimyu. ..

ABpOH CTUCHYJI BUCKHU MaJiblaMM, NMOYYBCTBOBAB ITPUKOCHOBEHHUE K KOXKC XOHOHHOﬁ crain
KJIMHKOB. OH TOMBITAJICSI OCTAHOBHUTH OJM3SIIYIOCS MEHTAIBHYIO aTaKy — eIlle OAWH OTBJICKAIOIIUI
(bakTOp, KOTOpHII €Ba JIM CMOXET clepxarb. becrione3Ho. Bce MHOrounciieHHbIe MPECTYIUICHUS
HE3HaKOMKM 3aMeJIbKaJIi B €ro CO3HaHUM, CIIOBHO KaJlpbl Ha 3kpaHe. HenaBHO oHa nozBepriia yeno-
BEKa MBbITKaM: IPUKOBAJIA K CTYJIy M MOJOKIVIA. A JIO 9TOrO BCIOPOJa KUBOT skeHIuHe. Emie oHa
oOMaHbIBajIa ¥ BopoBaia. [Toxutiia pedeHka u3 1oMa. 3aMaHuIa MyKYMHY B CBOIO TIOCTeJTh M TIepe-
pe3ana emy ropio. Hacunue. .. Tak MHOTO HacHJIMs... MOpe yxkaca, OOJU U TbMbl. ASPOH CJIbIIIAT
KPUKH €€ KEepTB, OLYIIAJI 3aax ropsile II0TH U BKYC KPOBH.

MoxeT, y Hee UMeNHCh IPUUUHBI BCE 3TO JeaTh. A MOXeT, U HeT. B mobom ciaydae Apoctsb
XOTeJl MOKapaTh HE3HAKOMKY, BOCIIOJIb30BABLINCH €€ k€ METOIAMU: CIIEpBa 3aKOBATh, 3aTEM BbIIIO-
TPOIIUTh, TIepepe3aTh ropJio U MOIKEUb.

Tak neiicTByeT IeMOH A3poHa: M30MBaeT TeX, KTO ObeT, yOMBaeT TeX, KTO HeceT CMepTh, M TaK
nanee. lemon Apoctu noacrpekan, Aspon uctonssi1. [Ipuyem He enuHoxapl. Ceiiuac A3poH oTva-
SIHHO HalpsraJl MBIIIILIBI TeJIa, CTapasich yaepkarbcs Ha MecTe. «CrokoiHo. Hemnb3s TepsATh KOHTPOJIb.
HyxHo ocraBatbcs B 3jpaBoM yme». Ho Ooru... kellaHue Haka3arh... ObUIO TAKUM CHJIBHBIM... U
HPaBUJIOCH eMy OoJTbilie, YeM ciieioBasio Obl. Kak u Bceraa.
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— Yro 1HI Aenaems B bynanemnre, sxenmuHa? — Yto x, Heroxo. CoBceM Heruioxo. OH mej-
JIEHHO OITyCTHJI PYKH.

— Bay, — BoIIOXHYJIa OHA, UTHOpUPYs Boripoc. — Hy 1 BeiaepkKka y Te0s!

Heyxenu oHa 3HaJ1a, 9TO €ro IEMOH XOUYeT MPUYUHUTH el 00IIb?

— Jaii-ka yrajgawo. — OHa nocryJaia HorreM 1o mogoopoaky. — Tel He Hapiu, Torna, 107KHO
ObITh, THI... [lloBuHuCT. {I cHOBa yramana, mpaBaa? Jlymaenn, KpacuBasi JIeBYIIIKa BpoJe MEHS He
niepeneceT npasabl? Ommbaenibest. Ho 31o He BakHO. OcTaBb cBoM ceKpeTsl pu cede. Thl MeHs elre
y3Haelb. O J1a, y3Haelllb.

— Jla THl, HUKaK, yrpoXaellb MHe, )KeHIIMHA?

U cHOBa OHa €ro MpOUrHOPUpPOBAIIA.

- XOI[HT CIIyXH, 4TO KpOHOC Jajl T€6C CBUTKHU U ThI CO6I/IpaeHIbCH C UX IIOMOIIIBIO BBICJICOUTDH
Hac. Mcnonb3oBarh Hac. Bo3aMoXkHO, 1axke yOUTb.

YV Aspona ynano cepaue. Bo-niepBbix, HE3HAKOMKa OCBEIOMJIEHA O CYIIIECTBOBAHWY CBUTKOB,
TOrga Kak BHEI,Z[]:»IKI/I O HUX TOJIBKO Y3HaJIH. BO-BTOpLIX, OHa CYUTACT, YTO €€ UMs 3HAUUTCA B CITUCKE.
3HaunT, OHA JIEVCTBUTEILHO OeCcCMEpTHAsI — U TIPECTYITHUIIA K TOMY XK€ — U, €CJIM €l BEpUTb, TOXKE
ofiepKrMa JJEMOHOM.

A>SpOH KEHIIMHY HE y3Hasl, 3HAUUT, B TEMHUIYy €€ 3aTOYMIM He Brnaaplku, a KTO-TO JpYrou.
[Nonyyaetcs, oHa MosiBIJIach Ha HeGecax 10 HUX. A 3TO, B CBOIO OY€pe/ib, O3HAYAET, YTO OHA — TUTAH
U TIPE/ICTABIISIET COOOI OrPOMHYIO YTpo3y, TaK KaK TUTaHBI Kyla OoJiee HeoOy3/1aHHbIE, YeM UX Tpe[-
MIECTBEHHUKHU — OJII/IMHI/II7ILII)I.

UYro ermie Xyxe, UMEHHO BHOBb OOpeTIIIe CBOOOAY TUTAHBI TEMephb 3alpaBIsioT BCEM MUPOM.
Bo3MokHO, HE3HAKOMKA TIOJIB3YeTCs UX O0KECTBEHHBIM TTOKPOBUTEILCTBOM.

— UYro B TeOe 3a 1eMoH? — TpeOoBaTeIbHO CIIPOCKT ASPOH, He THYIIAIOIIUACS 00paTUTh Clia-
00CTH CHIAIIEH BHYTPU €€ TBApU NPOTUB €€ HOCUTESI.

Oma 3710Be1IIe yCMEXHYJIach, ero rpyOblil TOH SIBHO ee 3a0aBIsi.

— Tol He cooOmun MHe aHaToruyHou nHpopmaryu o cede. C vero ke MHe 4TO-THOO Tebe
pacckas3biBaTh?

HeBosmosxHas xkeHIMHA.

— ThI HECKOJTBKO pa3 YIIOMHUHAJA CJIOBO «HAC». — ASPOH MOCMOTPET MOBEpX ee IJieya, Oyaro
OXHJasd, YTO KTO-TO BBIIIPBITHET N3-3a CIIMHBI U HAITAAET HA HETO. Ho yYBUIECII JIMIIb TbMY... U CHOBA
yCJIBIIIAT TPUIJTYIIEHHbIE KPUKU. — ['1e e 3Tu ocTasibHble?

— Yepra ¢ n1Ba 51 3Ha0. — OHa pa3Besia pyKd B CTOPOHBI, TIOBEPHYB K HEMY ITyCThI€ JIAJJOHH,
CJIOBHO TTOKa3bIBasi, 4YTo Oe30pyxkHa. — 5 cama mo cede, Kak BCeraa, U MHE 9TO HPaBUTCH.

Bo3morkHO, oHa cHOBa JkeT. Kakast )eHIMHa pUCKHET MPUOIM3UTHCS K 3JI0BeneMy Bragpike
[Mpeucnonneit 6e3 crpaxoBku? He ocnadmsisi 6auTebHOCTH, A9POH MOCMOTPE €id B IJ1a3a.

— Ecnu Th siBUIACh cpaxkaTbcs ¢ HAMU, 3Hal. . .

— Cpaxarbcsa? — paccMestiiach oHa. — Korja criocoOHa nepe6uts Bac Beex Bo cHe? Her, s nuiib
XoTesa mpeaynpeantb. OT30BUTE CBOMX TICOB, WU 51 COTPY BAC C JIMIA 3eMJIM. MHe 3TO 1Mo CHJIaM.

[Tocne Toro, uto mokasan gemMoH fApoctu, AspoH el moBepwi. OHa HamaJaeT BO TbMe, Kak
npu3pak, 6e3 npeaynpesxaeHus. HecoMmHeHHO, HET Ha CBeTe MPECTYIUICHUsI, KOTOPOe MOKa3aJioch Obl
el yepecuyp kecTokuM. Ho 3T0 He 03HauaeT, 4To OH y/IOBJIETBOPUT €€ TPeOOBaHMSI.

— Mosxelb MHUTB ce0s1 CKOJIb YTOIHO MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM, HO BceX Hac Tede He modeauTs. Ecin
MTPOJIOJIKHIIb JIENIaTh TIOOOHBIe TIPEeAYIPEKICHHUS, TO JOOBEIIbCS JIUIIL BOWHBI.

— Kak Obl TO HM OBUTO, BOMH, 5 CKa3aJia, 4To XoTesa. Momuch, 4ToObl 3Ta Hallla BCTpeya OKa-
3aj1ach nocnenHer. — TeHn CHOBa CTajM CTYIIAThCS, OKYTaB KEHIMHY U He OCTABUB HU MaJICHUIIIETrO
MpU3HAaKa ee MpUcyTCTBUs. [ToKa rojoc He mpoIenTas MpsMo Ha yxo A3poHy: — Jla, ¥ BOT ellie uTo.
It10 ObLT MO BU3WT BEXKJIMBOCTH. B crieqylomumii pa3 s He CTaHy UrpaTh IO MPaBUJIaM.
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3aTteM MUp BHOBb 0OpeJT MPUBBIYHBIE OYEPTAHUS: JOMa MO0 00EMM CTOPOHAM YJIHUIIbI, TPOMO3-
JSIIMECs Ha TPOTyapax MEeIIKU ¢ MyCOPOM, BISIIOIIUICS HeB/IaIeKe Teneph yke MEPTBbIN MMbsSHUIIA.
HleMoH fApocT HAKOHE-TO YCITOKOWJICS.

A3pOH ocTaBaJics HAa4yeKy, BHUMATEJIbHO IJIsI/SI MO0 CTOPOHAM, TOTOBbI K HamajgeHuio. OH
HAMpsHKEHHO JIOBWJT KaX/IBI 3BYK, HO CIIBIIIAT JIMIIb COOCTBEHHOE pa3MEepPEHHOE [bIXaHWe, Iaru
JIOfIeH Ha YJIUIIe Y IeHUe HOYHBIX MTHI.

CHoBa BBIOPOCHB KPbLTbsi, ASpOH B3MBUI B BO3/IYX, IMOJHBIN permmmMocTy Haiitu [lapuca u Bep-
HYThCS B KperocTh. HyXHO npemynpequts octaibHbIX Biagpik. Kem Obl HU SIBJISIIaCh 9T KPOBOXKA-
Hasl KeHIIMHA ¥ Ha 9TO ObI OHa HU ObUIA CIIOCOOHA, ¢ Hel Halo pazodparkcs. M mockopee.
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I'maBa 2

— Aspon! AspoH! — paznaiics KpHK, eiBa Biasipika npuseminics Ha OajKoHe, TPUMBIKAIOIIEM
K €ro CraJjbHe.

B3zaporHyB oT 3Byka HE3HaKOMOIO )KEHCKOr'0 rojioca, OH rnocrnemHo ormyctui [apuca.

— AspoH!

IMonHblit yxkaca u OTYasHUSA, TPOH3UTEIIBHBIN KEHCKUI KPUK MPO3BYYall B TPETUI pa3, 3acTa-
BUB AspoHa ¢ [laprcom 0OepHYTbCSI M MOCMOTPETh Ha PACCTHJIAIONIMICS BHU3Y XOJIM. MOIIHbIE
KPOHBI IEPEBbEB BHIPHCOBBIBAIMCH HA (DOHE HOYHOTO HeOa, 3aCIIOHssI 0030p, HO ake CKBO3b IeCT-
pYIo 3aBecy 3eJIeHH M BETOK A9POH CyMeJ pa3inuuTh OfeTyIo B Oeroe (purypy, OeryIyio npsiMuKkomM
K UX JIOMY.

— JeBymika-u3-Tern? — ynusuics [apuc. — Kak, 4ept Bo3bMH, eii yIanock Tak ObICTPO MPoO-
Opatbcs 3a orpaxaenue? bes mocropoHHel nmomoriu?

[Moka oHM NeTenm 0OpaTHO B KPEToCcTh, ASPOH paccKasall eMy O BCTpede ¢ TAMHCTBEHHOH jKeH-
IIMHOH B NepeyJIKe.

— 9T0 He OHa, — Bo3pasuil A3poH. ['010¢ 9TOM KEHIIMHBI BHILIE, MEJIOAUYHEE U TOpa3/io MEHee
YBEPEHHbII. — A Kak OHa Mpeojioiesia OrpaxaeHHe. .. 1 He 3Halo.

Heckorbko Hesienb Ha3a/l, ONPaBUBLLIKCH I10CTIE PaH, TOJTYYEHHBIX B OUEPEIHOM CXBATKE C OXOT-
HHUKaMH, Bnaipiky oOHEeCIM KperocTh XkKeae3HON orpajoil maTHaauaTé (yToB B BBICOTY, OOMOTaH-
HOI KOJTIOUel TPOBOJIOKOM M C IMITAMH Ha KOHIAX, TAKUMH OCTPBIMH, YTO U CTEKJIO ObI pa3pe3aliH.
Orpaga HaxoAWsIach MOJ, HANPSKEHUEM, JOCTATOYHBIM, YTOOBI BBI3BATh Y UeJIOBEKa CepeUHbIN MPH-
cryn. JIIoOoii, KTO pUCKHYIT Obl KapaOKaThCsl HaBepX, HEe TIPOKMIT OBl JOCTATOYHO JOJTO, YTOOHI CITy-
CTUTBCS C IPOTUBOIIONIOKHON CTOPOHBI.

— Hdymaeriib, oHa HaxkuBKa? — ITapyc CKIOHWII TOIOBY, BHUMATENIBHO Pa3IvIsAbIBasl IEBYILKY. —
Ee Morym 3a6pocuTh clozia ¢ BEpToJieTa.

OXOTHHKH CJIaBSITCS TEM, YTO MCTIONB3YIOT KPACHBBIX CMEPTHBIX JKEHILMH, YTOObI BHIMAHUBATD
Bnagplk U3 KpenocTu, OTBJIEKATh U JIOBUTH MX, a 3aTEM IBITATh. JTa HEXAAHHASA TOCThA C JJIMHHBIMU
BBIOLIIMMICSI BOJIOCAMU IIOKOJIATHOTO 11BETa, OEJIOCHEKHOM KOKeH 1 TMOKMM, O0KECTBEHHO IpeKpac-
HBIM TEJIOM ONpe/IeJIEHHO OTBEYaeT Hy)KHbIM KpuTeprsam. OHa ellie He MOJoIIUIa JOCTATOYHO OJIU3KO,
YTOOBI ASPOH CMOT' Pa3JIMuUTh YEPTHI €€ JIMLA, HO TOTOB ObUT NOOUTHCSA 00 3aKJIajl, YTO OHU TOHKHUE
Y U3SIILHbIE.

W3 1mieneid y Hero Ha CliMHE BBICKOJIB3HYJIM KPBUIbS.

— Bo3MOXHO, — OTBETHII OH.

Byab npoKJIATE OXOTHUKU C UX UJ€aJIbHBIM MOMEHTOM AJis1 HanajeHusi! IlojoBrHa BOMHOB
ornpaBuiack B PuM, B Xxpam HeHa3biBaeMbIX, pyHHBI KOTOPOTO HEIABHO MOIHSJIUCH U3 MOps, B
HaJIeXK /e HAWTU KaKylo-HUOYb 3alEeTIKY, IPUBE/IIYIO Obl K yTEPSIHHBIM O0KeCTBEHHBIM apTepaKkTaM.
CoOpaB BOEIMHO BCE YETHIPE, OHM PACCUMTHIBAIOT OIPEAEINTbh MeCTOHaxoXkJeHue apua [langopsl.

OXOTHHMKH HAMEPEHBI KCTIOIb30BaTh JIApell, YTOOBI CHOBA 3aIlepeTh B HEM JJEMOHOB, TEM CaMbIM
YHUUTOXUB MX HOcUTeNEH — BiaJiblk, KOTOpblE HE MOT'YT CYILECTBOBATh O3 CBOMX TEMHBIX «KHJIb-
LIOB>». BOMHBI e MMPOCTO XOTAT YHUUTOXKHUTB JIapell.

— Tam Bce omyTaHo npoBogamu! — BockJIMKHY.I [Tapuc gposxarum rosocom. M3-3a nosisieHus
HeBymku-u3-TeHu, Kak oH ee po3Bal, [lapuc He ycnen nepecnars HA € KEM B TOpojie, YTOOBI BOC-
CTAHOBUTb CUJIbl, 1 OHHM B HACTOSIILIMI MOMEHT MPOIOJIKAIOT yObIBaTh. — Ec/in OHa He mooctepesxercs,
TO... Jla’ke Ha)KMBKa He 3aCITy)KUBAeT MOJOOHOH CMEpPTH.

— AspoH!

CxBaruBIIHCh 32 Nepuiia 6ankoHa, [lapyc nmepernysics, YToObl JIydie BUAETh MPOUCXOJISIIEE.

— INouemy oHna 30Bet Te0s? [Ipu 3TOM (haMHIIBbSIPHO Ha3bIBAsI 1O NMEHU ?
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— Ecnu oHa HaxMBKa, 3HAYMT, IJe-TO MOOTM3OCTU 3aTAWIUCh B OKHIAHUM MEHSI OXOTHUKU.
OHu HamagyT, Kak TOJIBKO s MOMBITAIOCh €l TOMOYb.

[Napuc BbIMpsIMUIICS, TIOACTABUB JIMIIO TYHHOMY cBeTy. [1of ero riazamu 3ajeriy TeHH.

— 51 mo30By OcTasIbHBIX, M MBI C Hel pazoepemcsi. VI ¢ OXOTHUKaMHU TOXe.

He ycnien Aspon u ciioBa ckazarh, kKak [Tapuc mpoOeskai yepe3 CriaibHIO U BBICKOYMIT B KOPH-
J0p, TPOMKO CTy4a OOTUHKAMU 10 KAMEHHOMY TIOJY.

A>3pOH CHOBa cOCpeIoTOUM/T BHUMaHKe Ha JeBymke. OHa mpuOnukanack, U Tenepb OH pac-
CMOTpeJI, YTo 0OepHyTasi BOKPYT ee Tea Oejasi TKaHb B AEHCTBUTENIBHOCTU TUIaThe. A Ha CIHHE,
KOTOpasi Mpexk/e OblIa eMy He BUHA, aJIel0T KPACHBIE MSITHA.

Tydens Ha neBymike He ObU10. CIIOTKHYBIIMCH OOCON HOTro¥M 0 KaMeHb, OHA yTiaJia, ¥ €€ BOJIOCHI
I[BETa IIOKOJIa1a 3aCTPYMIIUCh KacKaoM. BruleTeHHble B IPsiM LIBETHI HAYAIM YBSAJATh M OCHIIATHCS,
a Topyallye Bo BCe CTOPOHBI BETOUKH €/1Ba JIM 33/[yMbIBAIMCh KaK yKpaiieHue rnpudyecku. OHa moj-
HecIa TPSCYIIHMECs: PyKH K JIMILYy M OTKMHYJIA BOJIOCHI.

Hakonen-to A3poH cMor pa3risiieTb ee YepThl, a YBUIEB, B3APOrHYI U Harpsires. [Jaxe mepe-
MaYKaHHOE TPSI3bI0 U OITyXIIlee OT CJIe3, JIMIO ObUIO COBEPIIEHHBIM, KaK OH U npepmnosnarair. Orpom-
Hble HeOECHO-TOTYOBIe IJ1a3a, U3SIIHBIA HOC, TOYEHbIE CKYJIB ¥ IONOOPOIOK 1 JMBHBIE TYOBI B (hopme
cepleuka.

A>pOH HHKOT/Ia HEe BCTpeyYal ee Mpek/ie — OH Obl 3aIOMHUJI, — HO BHE3AITHO OIIyTHJI B HEH 4TO-
TO... HEYJIOBUMO 3HAaKOMOE.

Heyxkmoxke MOTHABIIMCH, MOPINACh M MOCTaHbIBasl, JAEBYIIKAa CHOBA ycTpeMmiach Brepea. U
cHoBa ynana. C ry0 ee copBajics CTOH, HO OHa MOAHSUIACH U YIIPSIMO MPOJOJDKUIA POOUPATHCS K
Kpenoct. HaxvBKa oHa MM HET, TOIOOHAsI PEIIMMOCTh TIOCTOMHA BOCXUITICHHUSI.

Kakum-T1o 00pa3oM HE3HAaKOMKa yXUTPHJIACh OOOWTH BCE JIOBYIIKH, CIOBHO 3HaJIa, TJie OHU
PacroOXeHsbl, HO, CIIOTKHYBIINCH U YIIaB Ha 3eMJTIO B TPETHI pa3, TaK U OCTAJIACh JIeXKaTh, COAPOTasiCh
OT PbIIAHUI.

I'maza Aspona pacluMpuianch, KOrja OH BHUMATEJBHO paccMoTpen ee cnuHy. Kpachoe...
Hey:xenu. .. kpoBb? PaHa, cyns o Bcemy, cBe:xasi. JIerkuil BeTepok JOHEC 3amnax /10 Ho3apel A3poHa,
Y OH OLIYTWJI Ha SI3bIKE METAITTMUECKUI TIPUBKYC, MOATBEPIUBIIHIA ero mogo3penust. [la, 3To KpoBb.

Ee? Wnu koro-to npyroro?

— Aspon. — OHa 6osbilie He KprJasa, TOJIBKO Tulakaia. — [Tomoru MHe.

Ero KpbUibsi pacKpbUTHCH, TIPEsK/Ie YeM OH YCIes XOPOILIEHbKO 00IyMaTh CUTYaluio. BeposiTHO,
OXOTHHMKH PaHWJIA HAKHMBKY TEpeJl TeM, KaK IOCJIaTh €€ B JIOTOBO JIbBA, PACCUUTHIBAS BHI3BATH Y OyaIy-
1el JKepTBHI cocTpaianue. [laxke ecnu u Tak, A3poH He codupaicst OpocaTh paHEeHYI0 Oe33aIIUTHYIO
IEBYIIKY, XOTh, CKOpPee BCEro, M MOJyYUT B KOHEUHOM HTOre CTpely WM MyJTio B cnvHy. EMy He
BriepBoi. He coOupasicsi OH ¥ IO3BOJISATH APY3bsIM PUCKOBATH KU3HBIO, YTOOBI CIIACTH — WJIM YHHUTO-
KHUTh — €r0 MAJICHbKYIO TOCTBIO.

«[ouemy s17» — 3agaJ1Ccst OH BOIPOCOM, B3JieTasi ¢ OasikoHa. Hekotopoe BpeMst OH MOIHUMAJICS
BBEPX, a TOTOM PUHYJICSI BHU3, BBIIIMCHIBAS B BO3/IyXE 3UT3ardd, YTOOBI 3aTPYAHUTD MTPEATIONAraeMoMy
Bpary IpuIies, OJHAKO He YCIBIIAI HU CBUCTA CTpeJi, HU TPoXoTa BhicTpenoB. HecmoTpst Ha 3T0,
A>SpOH He CTaJl MPU3EMIISITBCS PSAAOM C JeBYHIKON. He CHMkast CKOPOCTH, OH MOAXBATHII €€ Ha PYKH
Y B3MBLUI BBBICh.

Bo3MorkHO, OHa GOUTCS BBICOTBI, TOTOMY M HATIPSAT/IACH. A BO3MOXKHO, OJKHIAJIA, YTO €ro YObIOT
npexJe, YeM OH yCIieeT 10 Hee H0OpaThesl, U Terephb el MpOCTO CTpantHo. ASpoHy Bce paBHO. OH
caenai To, uto codupasics. OH crac ee.

Hesnakomka crana cnado oTOMBaThCs, 00pMova CKBO3b O0Jb U TIOTPsICEHHE:

— He Tporaii mens! Ornycru! OTIycTy WM KJISHYCb. . .

— Panu Bcero cBsToro, He Aepraics, Wi s HAPOUHO TeOsT YPOHIO.

OH 06xBaTUJI ee TIoMNepeK TYJIOBHUIIA, Jepka JIMIIOM BHU3, TAK YTO €l ObLJIO XOPOIIO BU/IHO, C
KaKOW BBICOTHI MPHUIIUIOCH ObI TIAJaTh.
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— Aspon? — M30rHyB 11€10, OHa ocMoTpesia Ha Hero. Korna ux B3mis/ipl BCTPETUIINCh, OHA
paccnaduiach U gaxe MeJICHHO YIbIOHY/Iach. — A9pPOH, — IOBTOPIJIA OHA C TIPUIBIXaHUEM, — 5 TaK
00s171aCh, UTO ThI HE TIPHUJICIITh.

Panocn, OT BCTpEYU C HHUM, TaKad UCKPCHHAA, 663 rpaHa IpUTBOPCTBA, YAUBWIIA U HAXKE
HEMHOIO CMYyTHWJIa €ro. Panbmie KCHIIMHBI HUKOI'Id TaK Ha HETO HE CMOTPECII.

— He Toro 6ostnacek. Tebe ciienoBaso CTpaIMTLCS, UTO s IPULY.

Ee ynpiOka yracna.

Tak-To nyuiie. EquHcTBEHHOE, UTO ceiliuac BOMHYeT A3poHa, — 3TO MofvyaHue AeMoHa. Ero
CO3HAHUE JOJDKHBI ObLTM HABOAHUTH OOpasbl U KeJlaHWe TOoKaparh, Kak B ciyvae ¢ JleBymKon-u3-
Tenu.

«[Tozxe Oyaerb 00 STOM BOTHOBATHCS».

HpOIIOJDKaH BBIIIMCBIBATb B BO31YXE 3UI'3dal', OH BJICTCJI B CBOIO CIIAJILHIO, ITPOTUB O6BIKHOBG-
HUS HEe 33/IepXKaBIIUCh Ha OATKOHE, jKeJlasi Kak MOKHO CKopee MornacTh B yKpbiTue. Ha Besikuid ciy-
yail. Bionbixax A3poH 3aLenusics: paclipaBJeHHBIMU KPbUIbSIMU O JJBEPHOM KOCSIK, U MX TYT K€ OKa-
THJIO BOJIHOM OOJIH.

A>3pOH MOKaYHYJICS, HO OBICTPO BBIIPSIMUIICS U, TIPOIIATaB K KPOBATH, OEPEKHO YIIOKII CBOIO
HOIIIy Ha MaTpac, JuioM BHU3. Korna oH nmpoBesl KOHYMKOM Masiblia BAOJIb €€ TO3BOHOUHHKA, T'yObI
B (popMe cepieuka MPUOTKPBUIMCh U JIEBYILKA U3[aja My4YUTeIbHbII cTOH. OH Hagesuics, 4To ee
UCTIAUYKaJIM YyKOU KPOBbIO, HO HET. PaHbl OKa3a11ch HACTOSIUMM.

ITO OTKpHITHE HE cMATYIIIO A3poHa. Bo3aMoxkHO, oHa cama ce0s mopaHuIia — WK TI03BOJIHIA
3TO clieNiaTh OXOTHUKaM, — YTOOBI BbI3BaTh cocTpananue. « Hukakoro cocrpaganusi ¢ MOei CTOPOHBI.
Tonbko pazppaxkeHue». HanpaBuBimch K mKady, OH TOMBITAICS CIOXKUTb KPbUIbs, HO, OymyuH
MOBPEXICHHBIMU, OHM HUKAK He YOMPAIUCh, YTO JIMIIb YCUIUJIO €r0 3JI0CTh Ha HE3BaHYIO TOCTHIO.

BepeBKI/I Y HETrO HE 6bIHO, HO IIOKUAATb KOMHATY U OTIIPABJIATHCA HAa €€ ITOUCKH COBEPIICHHO
HE XOTeJI0Ch, IO3TOMY A3POH CXBATHJI APy raJICTYKOB, KOTOpbIE €My Jlajia DIUIMH Ha CIyvai, eciu
OH 3aX04eT «IIPUHAPAIUTHCS», U BEPHYJICS K KPOBATH.

JleBy1iKa OBEpHYJIA rOJIOBY, IPUKABLIKCH IIEKOW K MaTpacy, U CieAnsa 3a Kax/IbIM ABHKe-
HUEM A3pOHa, CJIOBHO HE B CWJIaX HM Ha MUI' OTBECTH B3IJIA, HO B €€ IJla3aX, B OTJIMYUC OT APYTI'UX
JKEHIIIUH, HE 6LIJIO OTBpallICHUA. B HuMxX cBETHJIOCH YTO-TO ITOXOKee Ha CTpacThb.

[TpuTBOPCTBO, OE3 COMHEHUS.

W Bce xe 3Ta cTpacTs. .. MoKasanach eMy 3HAKOMOM, YTO HE MOIJIO HE TPEBOKUThL. AIPOH ellie
paHblIle 3aMeTHJI, YTO, KOIJIa HE3HAKOMKA MPOMU3HECTA er0 UMsI C HEOOBSICHIMBIM, HO OYEBHIHBIM
TOMJICHHEM, B ITTyOMHE TYIIM OH TOHSUI, YTO KOTJA-TO YK€ CTAJIKMBAJICS C 3TUM olnymenueM. Ho
korna? I'ne?

Omna 51 BbI3BaJIa 3TO OLIyIIEHUE?

[Tponormkast BHUMATEILHO CMOTPETD Ha JIEBYIIIKY CBepXY, ASpOH BAPYT cO00pasu, uTo ApocTb
MO-NpEKHEMY MOJTYUT. OH noutu YBEPEH, UYTO BUAMUT €€ BICPBLIC, HO JICMOH TaK WU HE YIOCYKWUJICA
IIPOKPYTUTH B €ro rosioe uepeay ee rpexo. Kak crpanHo. Ipexae 3To ciyyanock JqUib OTHAK/IbI
— ¢ Jlernon. IlpiunHa 10 cUX MOp OCTaBalIach eMy HEBEIOMa, Be/lb, OOTY CBUJIETENH, €r0 MaJIBIIIIKA-
JEeMOHecca YK TOYHO He CBSTasl.

[Touemy sxe 310 Mpoucxoaut cHoBa? [la ele u ¢ BepoATHON HaKUBKOM ?

Heyxenu sTa sxeHIIMHA HUKOTAA He rpemmia? Hu pa3dy HUKoMy rpyOoro ciioBa He ckazasa?
Huxkorga HUKOro He MOJACTaBWIIA U HE yKpasla KakoW-HUOYIb epyH/ibl Bpoae KoHgeTku? Ee sicHbie
HeOecHO-TomyOble TJ1a3a TOBOPWJIM, UTO TaKOE BIIOJHE BO3MOXHO. MM OHa Bce ke rpemia, Kak
JlernoH, HO ee MPOCTYNKM MO KaKOW-TO MpUUrHe SIpocThio He 3a(pUKCHPOBATUCH ?

— Kro tH1?

A>3poH 00XBaTWII NablIAMU €€ TOHKOE 3aIlsCThe — M-M-M, Kakas Teruiasi Msrkasi Koxa! — u
rajJICTyKOM IPHBSA3aJ K CTOMOMKY KpoBaTH. [IoTOM MOBTOPWII Ty ke MPOLIeypy CO BTOPOUH PYKOH.
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Bo3spaxeHuii co cTOpOHB HE3HAKOMKH He TIOCIIEI0BAJIO, OYATO OHA OXKHUJIasa — U 3apaHee CMU-
pUIIach — ¢ MOAOOHBIM OOpAIlleHUEM.

— Mens 30ByT OnuBus.

OmuBus. KpacuBoe ums 1 ogxomuT ero odnaaatenbHuie. Takoe HexHoe. BOT Tobko rosoc
ee HUKaK HeJIb3s Ha3BaTh HeXHbIM. [ TTyOOKMiA, OH TauT B cede. .. 4T0? EAMHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO, KOTOpPOE
MIPUXOJUT Ha YM, — «4ECTHOCTb», U OHA U3JIy4YaeT €€ C TAKOW CHJIOW, YTO ASPOH OTIIATHYJICS.

OH roToB ObLII TOOUTHCS 00 3aKJIafl, YTO STOT rOJIOC HYU pa3y He MPOU3HEC HU €IMHOTO JDKUBOTO
ciosa. [Ipocto He cmor Obl.

— Yro THI 31€CH Aenaenib, OauBus?

— ¢l 3meck. .. s 30ech paau Teos.

W cHoBa mpaBna... MOLTHBIM MMOTOKOM XJIBIHYJIA B VI ASPOHY, 710 KpaeB 3arojHUIA TeIO U
elBa He CBaJIIJIa C HOT, He OCTaBJIsisi MecTa MoA03peHusIM. [laxe Manedmmm. ASpOH MOBEPUIT Kax-
JIOMY ee CJIOBY, TaK KaK He MOT ITOCTYIUTh NHAYE.

Cabuny, onepxxumomy eMoHoM COMHEHWMsI, OHa Obl IIOHPAaBMJIACh, BE/lb HUUTO TaK HE Pajio-
BaJIO €ro JIEMOHa, KaK yTpaTa KeM-JIMO0 YBEpeHHOCTHU B cede.

— Tol HaxuBKa?

— Her.

OH BHOBb €l OBEPUJI, y HETO MPOCTO He ObLIIO BHIOOPA.

— Tw1 npura, 9ToObl YOUTH MEHS?

A>pOH BHITPSIMUJICS, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha TPYAU M BBUKU/IAIONIE IJIsIIS HA Hee CBEPXY BHM3.

OH 3HaJ1, KAKMM CBUPENbIM Ceifuac BHIIISITUT CO CTOPOHBI, HO JIEBYIIIKA OTPEearupoBajia CoBCEM
HE TakK, KakK MMpoyYre MpeacTaBUTEIbHUIIBI CIa00ro Moja: He 3aposkalia, He HCIyrajach 1 He 3aruia-
Kaja. JIumb B3MaxHyJla AJIMHHBIMA Y€PHBIMH PECHHULIAMHU, CJIOBHO OH PaHUJ €€ YyBCTBA, IJIOXO O
HEH MoyMaB.

— Her, xoneuno Her. — [lay3a. — BepHee, Tenepb Her.

Tenepb Hetr?

— 3HaYUT, KOTA-TO ThI BCE ke COOMpaach MEHsI YHUUTOKHTH?

— Jla, HEeKorAa MeHsI UMEHHO 32 3THM U MOC/IAH.

Kakas uCKpeHHOCT®b. ..

— Kro nocnan?

— Nonavany Equneiit ctiabbI Bor oTnpaBuil MeHst pocTo HaOmoaaTh 3a To0ou. S BoBce He
XOTeJa OTIYTHYTb TBOIO MAJICHBKYIO MOAPYXKKY. S JIMIIb MbITaNack Iejath CBOIO padoTy.

Cre3bl HABEpHYIIMCh €i Ha I1a3a, MpeBpalias ux B 03epa UCKpeHHero packasHus. «Hukakoit
KaJIOCTU», — HAIOMHII ce0e A9POH.

— Kto Takou stor Enunsiii Mctunnasii bor?

UepThl ee suiia o3apuiia 6e3rpaHuyHast T000Bb, MTHOBEHHO IPOTHAB I'PUMAacy OOJu.

— Troii Bor, moit Bor. On ropa3no 6osee MOTyIecTBeHHbIN, YeM Balliy OOTH, XOTs TPeATIOuH-
TaeT CKPHIBATHCS B TEHU U pefIKo cebst oOHapyxkuBaet. Otelr Bcero yesnoevectsa. OTell. .. aHTeNIoB.
Takux, Kak 4.

«AmnrenoB. Takux, kak s1». [TocnenHue cnoBa JEBYIIKH 9XOM Pa3AaBaMCh B TOJIOBE A9pOHA.
I'naza ero pactmpuiuck ot u3ymiaenus. HeyauButeabHO, YTO IEMOH HE MOYYBCTBOBAJI B Hewt 311a. U
4qTO B3IUIAJL €€ Ka3aJics TaKUM 3HakKoMbIM. OHa adresn. ToT caMblii aHTel1, TOCIAHHBIH, 110 €€ COOCTBEH-
HOMY IIPU3HAHUIO, YOUTH ero. XOTs Tenepb OHa U He COOMpPAETCs 3TOro fearth. IHTepecHo, mouemy?

Bnpouem, kakasi pazHuna? 1o Xpynkoe Ha BUJL CYIIECTBO HEKOTa HA3HAUMIIM €10 MaJIauyoM.

As3poH eniBa crepxai cmex. bynro et 1o cuiiam ogoneTs ero!

«ThI ke ee He Buzes. Kak Obl TBI CMOT JaTh € OTIOP, eclii Obl OHA IBUJIACH 32 TBOEH TOJIOBOM 7>

OT 3TO¥ MBICITH BECEJThe Pa30M UCIAPIIIOCh. DTO OHA HAOJIO/IAIa 32 HUM TIOC/IeTHUE HECKOJIBKO
Henesnb. OHa ciefoBasia 1Mo MsATaM HEeBUIMMOW TeHbIO, BBIHYAMB OeHsDKKY JIernoH crnacatbesi Oer-
CTBOM.
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Uro cHOBa BO3BpaIago K BOIpPOCy: moyeMy SIpocTh He pearnpyeT Ha Hee Tak, Kak Jlernon —
CO CTPaxoM U (pU3MYECKON aroHuer? A3poH peliui, 4YTo aHrelly 1Mo CUjaM KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, KAKOW
U3 JIEMOHOB MOXET €€ MOYyBCTBOBATh. DTa MOJIe3Hast CIOCOOHOCTh MO3BOJIUT €M JiepKaTh MOTEHIIU-
AJIBHBIX JXEPTB B HEBEJICHUU OTHOCUTEJIBHO €€ IPUCYTCTBUA U I[aHLHeﬁH.IHX HaMep@HHﬁ.

A>pOH OXu/1aJ1, YTO €ro BOT-BOT 3aXJIECTHET BOJHA IMKOM SIPOCTH, KOTOPYIO OH Moodera cede
OOpyIIMBaTh Ha 3TO CYIIECTBO CHOBA M CHOBA, €CJIM TOJIBKO OHO MPOSIBUT ceOsi. OHAKO SIPOCTH He
MOCIIeIOBAIIO, U ASpOoH npu3aaymaics. OH IOJKeH 000U 1IEHOH 3allUTUTh CBOMX JIPY3eil.

Ho 3Ta 1iens ocraBasiachk 6e3HaIekHO Jlaiekoi. UTto ke emy aenath? ASpOH CMYTHIICS.

— Tak Thl...

— AHre, KOTOpBIA CJIeANT 32 TOOOH, BEPHO, — CKa3aja OHa, MOATBEPKAast €ro MoJg03peHHs. —
Tounee, 51 ObU1a anresioM. — OHa MPUKpBLIA T71a3a, ¥ HA €€ PEeCHUIIAX 3aIPOKaJH Cle3bl. — A Terepb
s HAYTO.

W cHoBa A3poH eii moBepus — Kak ke uHaye? DToT rosnoc... B camom paene, oH XoTen Obl
YCOMHHUTBCS B €€ CJIOBAX, XOTh B UeM-HUOY/Ib, HO HE MOT. ASPOH MPOTSIHY/I K HEH APOXKAIILYIO PYKY.

«To1 uTO, pebeHok? HemenyieHHO coOepuch».

XMypsich OT OAOOHOTO MPOSIBJICHUS C1a00CTH, ASPOH 3aCTaBUJI ceOsl YCIIOKOUTHCS U aKKy-
paTHO, YTOOBI HE 33JeTh PaHbl, OTBEJ B CTOPOHY BOJIOCHI JIEBYIIIKHU. B3siicst 32 0BaJIbHBINA BHIPE3 TOP-
JIOBHUHHI IJIaTbsd 1 OCTOPOKHO ITOTAHYJI. Msdrkag TkaHb Jerko pa3onuiaCb, OTKpbIBad CIIMHY.

U cHoBa rma3za AspoHa pacmmpuinck. Mexay JomaToK, TaM, Ie JOIKHBI ObUTH OBITh KPbUIBS,
K INIO3BOHOYHHUKY TAHYJIHMCH OBE F)IY6OKI/I€ PBaHLIC paHbI, O6HEI)KEIIOHII/IG CYXOXWJIUA, MBILIIBI 1 JAXKE
KOCThb. BapBapckue, kecTokue, HEeMUJIOCEpIHbIE, BCE ellle KpoBoTovalue pansl. OqHax s ASpoHy
CaMOMy BBIPBAJIM KPbUIbsl, ¥ 9TO OblTa camasi OOJIe3HEHHasI TPaBMa 32 BCIO €0 JOJTYIO KU3Hb.

— YT0 nMpou301LI0? — CIPOCKII OH BHE3AITHO OXPUIIIIM T'OJIOCOM.

— 51 mana, — mpU3HaIACh OHA JPOXKAIIUM OT CTBIIA TOJIOCOM M YTKHYJIACH JIMLIOM B MOAYIIKY. —
S1 Gonbiie He aHres.

— [ouemy?

A>pOH HHKOTa paHbIIle He CTAIKUBAJICS C aHTeJlaMH — 3a UCKJIoueHreM Jlucanapa, HO 3TOT
Mep3aBell He B CUeT, TaK KakK OTKazajics 0OCyXAaTh ¢ BragpikaMu XOTh YTO-TO BaKHOE, — TIOTOMY
MaJIo O HUX 3HaJI. Bce ero cBeieHMsi MOUEpITHYTH U3 paccKa3oB JIErMoH U, Kak ClieJCTBHE, MOTYT
OBITH OKpAIIIEHBI €€ JIMIHOW HEHABUCTBIO K 3TUM co3/1aHuAM. Hu OTHO M3 onucaHwii IeMOHeCChl He
MOJXOAWIIO JIEBYIIIKE, JISKAIlel ceiiuac Ha ero KpoBaTu.

Io cnoBam JlernoH, aHresbl — 0ecayBCTBEHHbBIE U O€3/1yIITHbIE CO3aHM S, JKUBYILNE PaIy €J1H-
CTBEHHOU LEJIN: YHUUITOKCHHU A CBOUX TEMHBIX ITIPOTUBHUKOB — IEMOHOB. Taxxe oHa YTBEpKAaia, YTO
aHTeJIbl YaCTEHBKO TO/IaBAINCh COONA3Hy IJIOTH, OYapOBAaHHBIE TEMH, KOTO JOJKHBI ObLTM HEHABH-
OETh. Takue aHressl HU3BCPIraJIMChb IIPAMUKOM B a/i, I1€ AEMOHbI, KOTOPbIX OHHW HEKOI'la HO6€I[I/UII/I,
MOJTyYaJT BOSMOKHOCTh HEMHOTO HACJIATUTHCS] MECTBIO.

A>pOoH 3a1yMaics, Y& He CIy4rIIoCh JIM MoI00HOe ¢ 3TUM aHreniom? Heyxenn oHa moObiBasia
B aJly ¥ Ha ceOe MCrbITaia MBITKK JeMOHOB? BO3MOXHO.

Crnenyer mu eMy pa3Bs3arh ee? Ee rmiaza... Takve OECXUTPOCTHBIC, TaK¥e HAaBHbIE, OHU OYyK-
BaJIbHO MOJISIT O oMonu. 1 o cnacenun.

Ho 6orpIie Bcero oHM mpocsiT OOHSATh U HUKOTA HE OTITYCKaTb.

N30 Beex cuit crapasch crepkarbesi, ASpOoH MogyMal, 4To yxke JaBaj ceOsl ofypadnTh Momoo-
HOMY HEBUHHOMY Ha Buj co3ianuio. M BajeH Hekora momnascs Ha MOXOXKYIO YJIOBKY M ITOTIATHIICS
3a 3TO KU3HBIO.

«HyXHO MOCTynuTh 1MO-yMHOMY U pa3y3HaTh O Hell MOOOJIbIIIe, MPEekae YeM YTO-TO AENaTh»,
peu A3poH.

— Kro nmummn Te6st KppuibeB?

Borpoc mpo3By4as OTpbIBUCTO U HEMPUBETIMBO, U BOWH KUBHYJI, JIOBOJIbHBIN COOOA.

OHa Cr0THYNIA U B3JPOTHYA.
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— Korna mens noepriu ¢ veoec. ..

— A3pOH, TyIo NPUAYPOK, — epedrT ee MYKCKOoH rojoc. — CKaku MHE, 4TO ThI He. . .

[Napric BemMueCTBEHHOW TIOCTYIIBIO BOIIEJ B CMIAJIBHIO, HO 3aMep Ha MecTe rpu Buje OnvBuu.
[Tpury puBIIKCE, OH TTPOBEJ SI3BIKOM 10 3y0aM.

— 3HauuT, 3T0 npapja. Thl ISHCTBUTEIHLHO CJIETaJl BHU3 U MOJ00pa ee.

OnuBHSsI HATTPATIIACH ¥ CIIPSITANIA JIUIIO B TIoyIKe. [1neun ee 3aTpsciiuck, CJIOBHO OT PhIIAHUI.
Heyxenu ona Hakonen ucnyraiacek? Ilouemy umeHHo ceiiuac?

Kenmunasl Beqs oooxaoT [lapuca.

«Cocpenoroubcsi». ASpOHY He HYXKHO OBUIO CrpamivBaTh, oTKyaa [lapuc 060 Bcem y3Ha.
TopuH, ofepXuMblid 1eMOHOM Bosie3Hu, cliequT 3a KpernocThlo U XOJIMOM, Ha KOTOPOM OHa CTOMT,
JIB/IIIaTh BOCEMb YacOB B CYTKH, JIEBATH THEH B HEJEJIO — TaK, 110 KpailHel Mepe, Ka3aaocCh.

— 51 myman, ThI MOIIEN CO3BIBATh OCTAIBHBIX.

— Topun npyician MHe COOOIIEHUEe, M CHavasIa s 3aIMIsIHY/ K HEMY.

— Yo oH Tebe o Hell ckazan?

— Belitnem B kopuaop, — npeioxui [lapuc, kuBasi B CTOpOHY ABEPH.

A>3pOH Ka4yHyJI FOJI0OBOM:

— MosxHO u npu Heil roBopuTh. OHa HE HAaXKUBKA.

SI3pik TTaprica cHOBa TpoIIIesics: IO OeJIbIM POBHBIM 3yOaM.

— A 4 eme gymal, 4TO CTaHOBJIOCH JypakoM, KOrja Jeso Kacaercs skeHIIuH. OTKyga Tebe
3HaTh, KTO OHa Ha camoM jese? OHa cka3ania Tede, a Thl el Cpa3y U MOBEepHJI? — HACMEIIUIUBO TPO-
Tany [Tapuc.

— OmHa anreJ, gecror Te 9makuii! 1o oHa HaOII0Ia1a 32 MHOM.

ITH CJI0Ba MOMEHTAJILHO CTEpJIH MTPe3pHUTeSIbHOE BhIpakeHue ¢ jmna [lapuca.

— Hacrosimuii anren? C nebec?

— Ja.

— Kak Jlucaunp?

— Ja.

[Napric MenyIeHHO OKHMHYII IEBYIIKY B3IJISAOM. By/1yuu 3HATOKOM KEHIIMH, OH, BEPOSITHO, Cpasy
e y3Hall O ee TeJle Bce, YTO MOXHO. Pasmep rpynu, oxsar Oeniep, TOUHYIO JUIMHY HOT. ASPOH TeM
BpPEMEHEM TIbITAICS YOenuTh ceOs1, 9TO ero He TPoraeT Takoe MpucTaibHoe BHUMaHue K ONUBUM CO
croponsl [Tapuca. Benp oHa y1st Hero HU4ero He 3Ha4uT. OT Hee OJJHUA HENPUSATHOCTH.

— Kewm 6b1 oHa HU ObLIa, — mpousHec [lapuc Kyna 6oee CHOKOWHBIM TOHOM, — 9TO HE O3HAYaeT,
YTO OHa He paboTaeT Ha Haiero Bpara. He MHe TeGe HamoMuHath, 9To ['ajieH, STOT BeaTUYaninii B
MUpE XBaCTYH, Ha3bIBaeT ceOsl aHTEJIOM.

— Jla, HO OH JIKeT.

— A oHa Jirath He MOXeT?

A>pOH MoTep JINIIO, YyBCTBYS, KaK Ha HErO HABAIMBAETCS YCTAJIOCTb.

— OnuBwus, THI IOMOTaeIb [asieHy, YTOObl TPUIMHUTH HAM Bpej?

— Her, — mpo6opmorana oHa, u [lapuc oTimaTHyscs, Kak mpekae ASpoH, IpKUMas PyKy K

rpyau.

— boru Bcemoryiue, — axHys1 OH. — JTOT rojoc. . .

— 3Hai.

— Ona He HaxkxuBKa U He ioMoraeT ['aneny. — B ycrax [lapuca 310 yke 3By4alio Kak yTBepikK/e-
HHUE.

— 3Haio, — NOBTOPWJI ASPOH.

[Tapuc TpsIXHYJ ron0BOM, CJIOBHO NBITASICh PUBECTU MBIC/IU B TIOPSIZIOK.

— Kak 6b1 T0 HU ObUTO, JIIOChEH 3aX0UeT MPOBEPUTH, HET JIM Ha XOJIME OXOTHUKOB. Ha Bcsakumii
clryJan.
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ITO O/lHa U3 MHOTUX IPUYMH, IO KOTOPHIM A3POH B CBOE BpeMs MocieaoBal 3a JliocbeHoM.
Branpika, onepxumblii jleMmoHoM CMepTH, YMEH U OCTOPOKEH.

— Korza oH 3aKOHYHMT, CO30BU BCEX, KTO CeMYac B KPEMOCTHU, U PACCKAKU UM O TOM, Apyrou
JKEHIIIMHE, KOTOPYIO 51 BCTPETHJI Ha YJIUIIE.

[Mapuc kuBHYI, U ero roayoOble 11a3a BAPYT OJIeCHYIIH.

— Tor emme Beuepok y Te0s Beiascs, na? HTepecHo, KOro elle Thl CeroqHs IOBCTpeyaeilb ?

— Jla u306aBAT MeHst O0rM OT HOBBIX BCTpeY, — MPOOOPMOTaT ASPOH.

— He crowmno apasauts KpoHoca, npusitess.

Kenynok AspoHa cikasics, a B3IsL MEeTHYJICs K aHreny. Heyxem BepxoBHblil Oor ieiicTBU-
TeJILHO OTBETUJI Ha ero Bei30B? Bbina s OnuBuUs TOM, 32 KOTOpOU emy mpujercs moderatb? OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CEPALIE €0 I'YJIKO KOJIOTUTCS B TPYIH, & KPOBb BCKUIIAET B XKUJIaX.

Aspon crucHyn 3yosl. He BakHO, siBisiercss OnuBHS TOH, O KOM OH IMpocui, uin HeT. OHa
MOXET IOIBITAThCS €ro COONIA3HUTD, HO MOTEPIUT MOPAXKEHUE AaXKe C ITUM CBOMM BOJOMNAIOM IIIOKO-
JIAJTHBIX BOJIOC, HEBUHHBIMU TOIyOBIMHU IJ1a3aMU U ry0aMu B (popMe cepredka.

— 41 He coxaJiero 0 CKa3aHHOM, — 3asiBUJ1 ASPOH, HE 3Has1, TOBOPUT JIM MPaBy WJIM JIKeT. Bpsn
i KpoHoc 001agaet BiacThio HaJ| aHreaaMu. Bo3MoXkHO, OH He IMEeT K MPOUCXO/AIIEMY HUKAKOTO
OTHOILICHUSI.

OnsTb-Taku He BaXXHO. A9POH HE TOJIBKO He JACT aHTely IPeJbCTUTh Ce0sl, HO U BBITOHUT U3
KPEToCTH Mpex/e, YeM OHa HAYHET JOCTABJIATh HENPUSTHOCTH.

— K tBOEMY CcBenenuio, — npoposkui [lapuc, — TopuH 3acek ee Ha X0JIMe € OMOLIBI0 CBOUX
CKpBITBIX Kamep. CKkazasi, 4To OHa BRIOpAIach U3-T0J 3eMJIH.

W3-non 3emim. O3Ha4YaeT M 3TO, YTO €€ ASHCTBUTETbHO HU3BEPIJIM B aJ] U €l IPUIILIOCH OyK-
BaJIbHO HOT'TSIMU TPOKAMBIBATh cede 10pory Ha cBoOOmy? ASpPOH He MOT MPeCTaBUTh, YTOObI TaKast
XpyHKasi Ha BU] IeBYIIIKA CyMeJia OCYIECTBUTH MOI00HOE, /1a ellie U BbIKUTh. Ho 3aTeM BCoMHMI,
KaK pelImTesbHO OHa Oekasa K KpernocTy. YTo K, BO3MOXKHO.

— 3t0 npasaa?

OH nocmotpen Ha ONMUBHIO IO-HOBOMY. Y Hee Ipsi3b MO/l HOI'TSIMU U PyKH UCIIAYKaHBI B 3eMJIE.
3aTo 11aTbe aOCOMOTHO YKCTOE, 3a UCKITIOUEHUEM IATeH KPOBHU Ha CIIMHE.

[psiMo Ha T1a3ax pa3opBaHHAsi UM TKaHb COILIACK, TOI0OHO TOMY, KaK ero COOCTBEHHOE TeJIO
3aKUBJIsIeT paHbl. Kycok TkaHu, yMelomuil ucreasaTbes? DTU dyaeca Korga-HuOyIb 3aKOHYaTCs ?

— OnuBus, OTBETH MHE.

Ona KMBHYJIA, HE OTpbIBasl JIMIIA OT MOAYIIKU. ASPOH YCIBIIIAN BCXMIbBaHusA. Hy To4yHO,
TUIaver.

B rpyau KospHYI0, HO OH POUTHOPUPOBAJT O0JTb. «He BakHO, KTO OHa TaKas ¥ YTO BHITEpIIEa.
Yept Bo3bMU, He packucail. OHa oTmyruBaet JIernoH u npuauHseT eil 60J1b ¥ TOTOMY JIOJKHA YATH.

— Hacrosmmmid, xwBo¥ aHren, — ¢ Omaroropenuem mpowustec Ilapuc. — 4 3a06epy ee B cBowo
KOMHATy, €CJIY Thl He TIPOTHB, U...

— OHa C/IMITIKOM M3paHeHa JUis JIIOOOBHBIX UTP, — OTpe3asl ASPOH.

[Mapuc Gpocrit Ha HETO CTPaHHBIH B3MJISIA, 3aT€M YXMbBUIbHYJICS U TIOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM:

— 51 1 He cobupascs c Hell pa3BJIeKaThCsl, TAK YTO OCTaBb CBOIO PEBHOCTb.

370 ke OTBETA He 3aCITyKMBAJI0. ASPOH HUKOT/IAa He PEBHOBAJI ITPEX /e U He COOMpAJICS HAuu-
HaTb cenyac.

— 3aueM Tor/ia THI Mpejyiaraeiib MepeHecTy ee K cede B KOMHATy ?

— Yto0sI nepeBsizaTh ee panbl. Hy, u kTo U3 Hac necnior?

— 4 cam o Heit M03a00YYCh.

NutepecHo, mogxodsAT U aHrenam uesioBevyeckue JjiekapctBa? Vv oHu Jumib HaBpeasT?
A3pOH XOpOIIIO 3HA, KaK OMAaCHO JIaBaTh OJIHOM pace TO, YTO MpeIHA3HAYEHO JIJIs1 IPYrou. DIILIUH,
K [IpUMepy, e/iBa He yMepiia, MonpoOoBaB aMOPO3UI0 — BUHO OECCMEPTHBIX.
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MosxHO 0110 OBl cripocuThb y Jlucanapa, HO M30paHHBIA aHTENI-BOMTENb B HACTOSIIIIEE BPEMsI
KUBeT ¢ BpsHKON Ha HeOecax, U, €CIM M eCTh KAKOW-TO CIoco0 /10 HEero JI0CTY4aThCsi, ASPOHY O
HeM He ckazanu. Kpome Toro, Jlucanmap ero He moOUT U e/1Ba JU MO JOOPOH BOJIE CTAHET JEUThCS
uH(pOpMaIMen 0 CBOeH pace.

— Xouelllb caM HECTH 3a Hee OTBeTCTBeHHOCTh ? M3Bouth! Ho nipusHaii, — yxmbuibHysics [apuc, —
YTO yXe MpeIbsBIIsACIb Ha Hee TpaBa.

— Huvero nono6noTO.

V AspoHa He ObUIO HU MaJIeHIIero xenaHus 31o aenath. [Ipocto OnuBus paHeHa, He MOXET O
ceOe 1Mo3a00TUTHCS U yXK TeM 0oJiee He B COCTOSTHIU C KeM-JIMOO0 mepecnaTb. A 3TO BCe, YTO HYKHO
ot Hee [Napucy. Cekc. Uto Obl OH Tam HU OOJITaJI PO PaHBbI.

Kpome Toro, oHa 3Basia *MEHHO A3poHa. BeIKpHUKHBasia €ro ums.

Huuyts He cmyTuBImMes, [lapuc npogomxkut:

— ThI ’xe MOHUMaeIIIb, YTO TEXHMUECKH aHTeJT — He YeJIOBEK. AHIeN — 3TO HeuTO OoJbIIee.

AspoH menkHya 3ydamu. «H 310 Bce, UTO Thl 3aTIOMHIIT U3 HAIIIEro pa3roBopa?»

— 51 ckazas, 4TO He MpPeIbsBISIO Ha HEee TIPaB.

[Tapuc paccmescs:

— Kak noxenaeun, apyxuie. Hacnaxnaiics cBoei KeHIIIMHOW.

A>PpOH CKaJl KyJlaku, pa3IpakeHHbII HACMEITKaMH JApyTa.

— W m nepenait JliockeHy Bce, O YeM Mbl TOBOPUJIM, HO HU B KOEM ClTyyae He paccKa3blBai
JKEHIIIMHAM, YTO 3/1eCh HAXOIUTCSl paHeHbId aHren. MiHaue oHu cOeryTcsi B MO0 KOMHATY, Kelas ee
YBUJIETb, a CEYaC HE caMoe MOAXO/IIee BpeMsl.

— ITouemy? CoOupaenibesi ¢ Held IepenuxXHyThCs ?

A>3pOH CTHCHYJT 3yObl C TAKOW CHJION, YTO UCITyTajcs, Kak Obl HE CTEPETh UX B TIOPOIIOK.

— $I cobuparochk ee JONpPOCUTb.

— Bor, 3HauuT, KaK 3710 Teneph Ha3biBaeTcsi! YTo X, JKea XOPOIIOo MOBECETUThCS.

[Iponomxas yxmbuiaTbes, [lapuc Belen 3 KOMHATHL.

BHOBB OCTaBIIMCH ¢ JEBYIIKOW HaeauHe, ApOH TocMoTpen Ha Hee. Ee 6e3MONBHBIN TUIad
HAKOHeI| IMPEKPaTUIICS, U OHA CHOBA BCTPETUJIACH C HUM B3IJISIOM.

— Yto THI 38€Ch aenaersb, OauBusa?

3BYyK €e UMEHH He JI0JKeH ObUT MOBJIUATh Ha A9pPOHA — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH IIPOU3HOCKJT €T0
paHbIlle, — OTHAKO 3TO CIy4nsIock. KpoBb ero Bckumena. JJokHO ObITh, BceMy BUHOH ee TJiasa...
TaK¥e TPOH3UTEIbHBIE. . .

OsnuBus IPEpHIBUCTO B3OXHYJIA.

— 4 3Hana o mocneAcTBUsIX, 3Haja, YTO JIMIITYCh CBOMX KPBLIbEB, CIOCOOHOCTEH, OeccMepTus,
HO BCE paBHO ToIUIa Ha 3710. [IpocTo... Mos 3a1aua u3MeHwIach. S Gomble He Japuia pagocThb.
Tonbko cMepThb. Ml HeHaBHesa TO, YTO OHM 3aCTaBJISUIA MEHs Jienarth. 1 He cMoria UCTIOJTHUTD TIPH-
ka3, AspoH. IIpocro He cmora.

To, Kak OHa MPOM3HEC/IA ero UMsI — TaK MPUBBIYHO, — BHIOWJIO €ro M3 KOJIeu, U y Hero repe-
XBaTWJIO AbixaHue. Yto ¢ HuM takoe TBopHTcs? «Cobdepuch. CTaHb TeM XJIaJHOKPOBHBIM, KECTKUM
BOMHOM, KaKAM OBLI BCEra».

— 4 cnenuna 3a ToOOM, — MPOJOJIKMIIA OHA. — 32 TOOOM U 32 BCEMH, KTO TeOs1 OKPYKaeT, 1 3TO. ..
MIPUYUHSIIO MHe 00J1b. 5 Xkenana Tes U BCero, 4To y Bac eCTh, — CBOOOIBI, JTIOOBU U Becebsl. 51 xoTemna
pasBieKarhcs. XoTena 1eioBaTh TeOsl U KacaThCsl TBOETO Tesa. XOTeNa HACAaXKIaThCsl KU3HBIO. —
Ona mocMoTpena Ha HEero MOTYXIIMM, CIOMJIEHHBIM B3[JISIIOM. — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MHE IPHUIILIOCH
BbIOVpaTh. [1acTs. .. umm youts Teds. f pemmna nacts. U BoT 1 31ech. Psiiom ¢ TOOOI.
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I'nmaBa 3

«Psnom ¢ Toboii». He criienosaro eii 910 roBoputh. OMBUS 3aCThUIA OT yKaca, U BEC MBICIH B
rOJIOBE 3aTMIJIO IOHUMAHKUE: OHA TOJIBKO YTO BCE Pa3pyIInia.

Hano Obu10 nonbITaThCsl CMATYUTSD /111 ASpOHa MpaB.y. B KOHIIe KOHIOB, Kak/IbIi pa3, Koraa
Ha NIPOTSDKEHUM STUX HECKOJIbKUX He/Ie/Ib OHA MPHOJMIKAIACh K HEMY, OH YIPOXaJI el MyYeHUsIMU U
cmepthio. To, 4To OHA HEBUMMA, HE UMeJIO ISl Hero 3HaueHus. OH 3HaJj1, 4yTo oHa psaaoM. OnuBus
TaK ¥ He CyMeJia MOHSTh, KaK eMy YIaBaJoch ee MouyBcTBoBaTh. OHA Be/lb AOMKHA ObITh HEOCsI3ae-
MOW, CJIOBHO OECTeJIeCHBII MpU3paK B HOUM. A Terepb, KOrJa OHa JISKUT 37eCh BO TUIOTH W BBIOAJI-
THIBAET CBOU CEKPETHI, ASPOH, BEPOSITHO, COUTET ee ellle OOJbIel yrpo3oi. Bparom.

BepositHo? OnuBust 6e3paiocTHO paccMesiiachk. Tak 1 ecTb. Ero Bompock! xjiectau ee, CJIOBHO
6uy, pans 1o rayouns! aymu. [Ja. OHa npourpana. ASpoH Ternepb He 3aX04eT UMETh C Hell HU4Yero
obmero. Pa3Be 4to mogBeprueT My4eHHUsAM U CMEPTH, KaK U COOMpaICs.

«He 3arem TbI ¢ 60eM mpoOHMBaIach U3 TIIyOMH aja, YToObl ObITh 3aPE3aHHON B KPETIOCTU».
Omna npoiuia yepe3 Bce 3TO paau IiaHca ObITh ¢ A9poHOM. HecMOTpsi Ha BEpOSATHOCTb ObITh UM
OTBEPrHYyTOM.

«Tbl MOXeIIb 3TO crenarb». OHa Tak JOJNro TaKoM HaOmoAana 3a HUM, YTO BO3HHMKJIO OILIYy-
1eHue, OyATO XOpoIIo ero 3HaeT. OH TUCIMITMHUPOBAH, AEPKUTCS OCOOHSIKOM U Oe3yKOPU3HEHHO
yecteH. He noepsier HukomMy, kpome apyseid. He teprniut cinaboctu. Ilpu Bcem mpu 3ToM OH 100D,
BHUMaTeJIeH U 3a00TIHB ¢ TeMU, KOro JoouT. CTaBUT WX OJarornoydre MpeBbiile COOCTBEHHOTO.
«BoT OBl MEHH TaK JIIOOUIN».

Ax, eciu 661 A3poH yBuaen ONUBUIO A0 TOTO, KaK €€ BHIIBBIPHY/IN U3 €AMHCTBEHHOI'O JIOMa,
KOTOPBIN OHa Koraa-ando 3Hana! [Io Toro, Kak y Hee OTHSUIM CIIOCOOHOCTH JieTaThb. [Ipexne, yem u3
ee TaMsATH CTepJId HOBOIIPUOOPETEHHOE YMEHHUe CO3/1aBaTh OpykHe u3 Bo3ayxa. [Ipexie, yemM oHa
yTpaTHjIa ClIoCOOHOCTh 3aKPBIBATHCS OT 3714 ITOTO MHUPA.

A cefiuac. ..

Ona cpenanach cnabee MPOCTOTO CMEPTHOTO. 3a BCIO CBOKO JIONTYIO, HACUUTHIBABIIYIO
HECKOJIBKO CTONEeTU U3Hb ONMUBHS MPUBBIKJIA OOJNbIIIE MOJaraTbCsl Ha KPbUIbsi, Y€M HA HOTH, U
TeTiephb JIaXe He 3HaJIA, KaK MPaBUILHO XOAUTbh. UTo, ecii y Hee BOOOIIE He MOTYyYUTCS TTOAPYKUThCS
¢ COOCTBEHHBIMHM HOraMu?

Ona BexutnnHysia. OHa MpoMeHsijIa CBOM JIOM U py3el Ha 00J1b, YHUKEHUE U OECIIOMOIITHOCTb.
Ecnu u A3poH ee BBIIBBIPHET, €l MPOCTO HeKyAa OyAeT MOUTH.

— He mnaup, — nponienuyt ASpoH CKBO3b 3yOH.

— He mory... Hu4ero... ¢ codo# mnojenark, — OTBETHJIA OHA, COTPsICAasICh OT pbiaaHuid. [Ipesxie
OunuBus TUIaKaa JIMIIb OIHAK/IbL, IPUYEM TOXe U3-32 A9pOHA — KOT/Ia MMOHSIA, YTO YYBCTBA K HEMY
MOJTHOCTBIO 3aTMUJIM MHCTUHKT CAMOCOXPAHEHUSI.

Macmitab Toro, 4To OHa HaTBOpWUJIA, C TPYIOM YKJaabsiBajics B rooBe. OHa OKa3asach OfHa,
3aKJII0UeHHast B c1a00OM TeJie, C KOTOPbIM He yMeeT 0OpallaThesl, U 3aBUCUT OT MUJIOCTU MYKUUHBI,
KOTOPBIN BpeMsl OT BpEMEHH CeeT CMEPTh U pa3pylleHUs CpeJi HUYero He MOJ03PEeBAIOIIMX JIOEH.
Jlioneit, 3a cyacTbe KOTOPBIX OHA, Oyay4r BECTHUKOM PaloOCTH, HEKOT/1a OTBEYasa.

— IonsITaiics, yepT TeOs AepH.

— He mor OBl THI. .. BOBMOXHO. .. HE 3HAIO. .. OOHATh MEHSI? — C TPYJOM BHIT'OBOPWJIA OHA.

— Her! — Kazasiock, cama MbICib 00 9TOM IpHBeia ero B yxkac. — [Ipocto HemesieHHO peKpaTu
IUIaKaTh.

OnuBus pa3peliaiach myiie npexHero. by oHa 1oma, ee HacTaBHUK JIMcaHap 3aKJIIOUKIT Obl
ee B 0ObTHS U BOPKOBAJ HAJ HEll JI0 TeX Mop, Moka He ycriokows. 1o kpaitHelt mepe, oHa Tymana,
YTO OH MMEHHO TaK Obl ¥ TIOCTYITWJI, XOTsI IIAHCA TPOBEPHUTH TEOPUIO HA MPAKTUKE HUKOT/IA HE TPeI-
CTaBJIJIOCH.
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benupiit Munbiii Jlucanap. 3Haer au oH, uyto oHa nponana? M Hukorga He BepHercsi? Emy
M3BECTHO JIUIIIb, YTO €ro MOJAO0NeYHasi 04apoBaHa A3POHOM U ITPOBOAMT KaXk/1yl0 CBOOOIHYIO MUHYTY,
TaKOM HaOJTIo/1ast 32 HUM, Oy[lyYd He B CHJIaX BBHIMOHHUTHL CBOE yxkacamwiiee 3aganue. Ho Jlucanap
Y MPETOIOKUTh HE MOT, YTO OHa TIOKEPTBYET BCEM P/ MYKUHHBL.

Ecmu gectHo, OnuBus 1 caMa He Aymalia, 4To KOraa-HUOYIb Ha TAKOE OTBAKUTCH.

BripoueM, HeuTo 10100HOE MOXKHO OBLIIO TIPEATIONOKUTH, Beb BCe e TPOOIeMbl HAYTUCH eITie
JI0 TOTO, KaK OHa BIIEpBBIC YBHEIA AIPOHA.

Heckomnbko MecsiiieB Ha3a/1 B €€ KPbUIbSIX MOSIBUJICS 30JI0TOM MYIIOK. 30JI0TOM — 9TO OTIUYH-
TEJIbHBIN IBET BouTesiel, a OMMBUS HUKOT/IA He CTPEMUJIACH TTOTIOTHUTL COOOU UX PSJIbL, Iake paau
TMOBBIIICHUST PaHTa.

BcriomuuB 0 cBomx HecuacThsix, OnmBust B3moxHyna. CyIecTBYeT TPH YpOBHsI HMEpapXuu
anresioB. Cemepo M30paHHBIX, Kyla BXOOUT U JIucaHap, MOAUUHSIOTCS HEMOCPEeICTBEHHO EnquHoMy
Uctunnomy Bory. VX BeIOpau eliie B Havyajie BpeMeH, U C TeX MO OHU HEYKOCHUTEJIBHO UCTIOTHSIIOT
CBOM OOSI3aHHOCTH: 00YYalOT APYTMX aHTEJIOB U OTCJICKUBAIOT MTPOsiBIeHus 371a. CeayomMy ULy T
BOWTEJIH, B UbIO 3a/1a4y BXOAUT YHUUTOKEHHUE JIEMOHOB, CYMEBIIHMX COEXaTh U3 OTHEHHBIX TIOpeM. U
MOCJIEJHHAE — 3TO BECTHUKM PAJIOCTH, K KOTOPhIM HeKor/ia rnpuHayiexana u OnuBusl.

MHorue u3 ee coOpaTheB UCTIBITATM MUMOJIETHBIN YKOJI 3aBUCTH TPH TIOSIBJICHUH B €€ KPbLIbsX
30JI0TOTO ITyXa — HUYEro CePbe3HOr0, pa3yMeeTcsl, — HO BIIEPBBIC B JKU3HU OHA 3aCOMHEBAJIACh B TOM,
Kak ObITh gasbinie. [Toyemy nMeHHO ee n30pasy 1ist MOJOOHOM 3a1aun?

Pabory coo OnuBus moOuna. Eil HpaBUIOCh HAIIENTHIBATH JIIOASIM KPACUBBIE CJIOBA, Mapsi
PangocTh U YBEPEHHOCTD B ceOe. MBICITb O TOM, YTOOBI IPUYMHKUTE BPe] APYTOMY KUBOMY CYIIECTBY,
MyCTh JIaXe W 3aCTyKUBAOIIEMY HAKA3aHUS. .. 3aCTaBJIsIa €€ COIPOraThCsl.

Nmenno Torma OJMBuUs BIIEpBbIe 3aayMaliach O MajeHUM W Havajie HOBOW ku3HHM. CHauasia
MBIC/IM 9TH ObIJIN BIIOJIHE HEBUHHBL. «YTO, €CIIU» U «MOXKET ObITh» . .. B3SIBIIMCH CIIEANTD 3 ASPOHOM,
OHa CTaJla Pa3MBIILIATH 00 3TOM Bce vare. Yto, ecnu Ob OHM ObLTH BMecTe? BO3MOXHO, cMOTH Obl
JKUTh J0JITO U CYACTIIMBO.

Ha 4t0 310 BOOOIIIE MOXO0KE — OBITH YETOBEKOM ?

Tak uro Kk TOMy BpemeHu, kak Beiciuii HeGecHeiii CoBeT — BHyIHaIlee CTpax coOpaHue,
Ky/a BXOIAT aHTeJIbl — MTPEJCTABUTENIN BCEX TPeX KaTeropuid, — BHI3BAN ee B 34Ul CyJa, OHA OKujaja
HaKa3aHUs 3a OTKa3 YHUYTOXKUTH A3poHa. BMecTo 3TOro eii BHIABUHYIIN YIbTUMATYM.

OHa cTosiyia B IIEHTPe MPOCTOPHOM OeJI0i KOMHATHI C KYTOJIOOOpa3HBIM MOTOJKOM M 00pa3yio-
IIMMU HICAJTbHBIA KPYT CTEHAMH, BJIOJIb KOTOPBIX TSHETCS Psijl OCTOCHEKHBIX KOJIOHH, YBUTHIX ILTIO-
IIIOM COBEPIIIEHHOTO, HEMIOPOYHO-0esIoro 1BeTa. Mexay KOJIOHHAMU YCTAHOBJICHBI TPOHBI, HA KaXk-
JIOM M3 KOTOPBIX BOCCEAeT BeIMUeCTBCHHAs (pUrypa.

— Tel 3HaCMIB, 3a4eM TeOs ciofa mpu3Baiy, OMuBUA? — CIPOCKIT 3BYYHBIN TOJIOC.

— Jla. — XoTh OHa W JpoXajia OT CTpaxa, ee JUIMHHbIC I'PAIlO3HbIe OCIIOCHEKHBIE KPBLIbsI C
BIUIGTCHEM MeXTy IePbsIMU JIYHHOTO 30J10Ta He MpeKpariaiv IJIaBHO ABUraThCs. — YTOOBI MOTOBO-
puth 00 Aspone, Bnaasike [Ipencrionneii.

— MHI TeprieMBO K IaJTi HECKOIBKO Heflellb, OnmBusl. — BeccTpacTHBIN roioc 9XoM OT/IaBaJICs
B ee roJioBe, CJIOBHO OOi MpeBelarniiero BoiHy 0dapadana. — Mbl npeiocTaBuiv Tebe MHOKECTBO
BO3MOKHOCTEH NIPOSIBUTH ceOs1. M Kaxaplid pa3 Thl TepIiesia Heyaauy.

— ¢ He mpeaHa3HAUeHA Il MOJOOHOTO, — OTBETHJIA OHA JAPOXKAIIMM T'OJIOCOM.

— TBoe mpejHa3HaUeHWEe UMEHHO B TOM M 3akimodaercs. Her mydinero criocoba mpuHecTu
pamocTh, YeM M30aBUTH JIIOfIeH OT 371a. DTo TeOe M HYKHO CHeaTh IS 3aBeplieHus 3agadn. Jaem
TeOe mocaeqHuiA maHc. Tol yObelb A3poHa, UM Mbl yObeM TeOsl.

Omna noHumaia, 4To Ha camoM jiesie perreHre CoBeta BoBce He skectokoe. [Ipocto Ha HeGecax
Takue nopsaku. OqHa-eIMHCTBEHHAS Karulsd sijja CIIOCOOHA OTPABUTh OKeaH, IOTOMY HEOOXOIUMO
YHUYTOXHTD €€ MPesk/ie, YeM OHa MomnajieT B ero BoiHbl. OmHako OMUBHS BCe paBHO BO3pa3ua:

— Bol He MoxkeTte youTts MeHs 6e3 ogoOpenusi Enunoro MctunHoro Bora.
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Kotoporo OH He facT, Tak Kak SBJISIETCS BOIUIOMEHHEM HeXKHOCTH ¥ JOOpOoThl. OH 3a00THTCS
0 CBOEM Hapoje, 000 BceX JKMBBIX cyiecTBax. [laxke o cBoeHpaBHBIX aHrenax. [Ipore ropops, On
€CTh JIIOOOBb.

— Ho mbI MOXkeM m3rHath Te0s1, MPEKPATUB TBOE HBIHEIIHEE CYIECTBOBAHHE, — TPOTOBOPHIT
Oe3JIMKUI TOJI0C, TTPUHAJITIeKAIHIA, OTHAKO, KEHIIHE.

Ha mruoBenue y OnvBuM nepexBaTuiio JIbIXaHUe, U Tiepe]] IIa3aMu 3aIuiscaii SIpKUe UCKPBI.
Heyxenu onu noiayT Ha nonoO6Hoe? OHa BeJlb TOJIBKO YTO MPUKYIHJIAa cebe HOBOE OOJIbIIoe 00JIaKo.
U nooberiana MOOMEHUTh OHOTO U3 APY3ei — BECTHUKOB PAJOCTH, YTOOBI TOT MOT B35ITh OTIYCK, —
a OHa HUKOTJa Mpex/Je He Hapyluaia obemanuii. TeM He MeHee OHa MPOIOJKasia YIOPCTBOBATh:

— A3poH He 3710. OH He 3aCITy’KMBaeT CMEPTH.

— D10 He TeOe pemarb. OH HAPYIIWJI IPEBHUN 3aKOH W JIOJDKEH TMOHECTH HaKa3zaHWe, MHave
ApyTHe COYTYT, YTO MOTYT MOCTYIATh TaK *ke, He O0sICh TIOCIIE/ICTBU.

— CoMHeBaloch, 4TO OH BOOOIIE CO3HAET, UTO HATBOPUJI. — ONUBHS yMOJISIONIE ITpOCcTepiia BIie-
pen pyku. — Eciivt ObI BB TO3BOJIWIIM €My YBHUIETh MEHS, YCIIBIIIATh MOM TOJIOC, 51 Obl TOTOBOPUIIA C
HUM 1 OOBSICHUIA. . .

— B Takom city4yae peBHUI 3aKOH HAPYLIMM MBI CAMH.

Wcrnnnas npaeaa. Bepa 3mwxaercs Ha MPUHIMIE MPUHATHS CEPIIIEM TOrO, YTO HEJAOCTYITHO
rnazy. Jlumb CemepbiM M30paHHBIM BpeMsi OT BPEMEHHU JO3BOJISIETCS SIBJISATHCS HA 3€MITI0 B CBOEM
MCTUHHOM OOJIMYbe, YTOObI BO3HATPAAUTH JIOJCH 32 UX BEpY.

— [pomry nporenus, — nporoBopuiia OUBHS, OMYCTHB TOJIOBY. — He ciieioBano MHe MpOCHTh
0 TIOIOOHOM.

— ThI npornieHa, qUTsi, — OTBETHIIN €i B YHUCOH.

[pomenue 371ech Beerga qapoBaiy o4eHs Jierko. Kpome Tex ciryyaeB, Korja HapyIaivch 3amo-
Beau. «benHbiii A3poH», — ojgyMasia oHa, a BCIIyX cKazaa:

— bnaropmapio Bac.

Jleso B TOM, 4TO... ee MpocTo BievyeT K A3poHy. Co CBOMM MOKPBITHIM TATYMPOBKAMU TEJIOM
OH BBIIVISITUT a0COIOTHBIM JIEMOHOM, ¥ BCE K€, BIIepBble YBHUIEB ero, OnvBUs MCIbITANIA KeJTaHus
CJIVILIIKOM CHJIbHBIE, YTOOBI X UTHOPUPOBaTh. UTO OHA MOYYBCTBYET, €CJIM JOTPOHETCS 0 Hero? A
ec AspoH fotpoHetcs o Hee? [o3HaeT m OHa cama c4acTbe, KOTOPOe MPUHOCHT JIpyrimM?

[Nonavasy oHa cThIIIach MOIOOHBIX MbIcIel. Ho uem syuine y3HaBasa A9poHa, TeM CHITbHEe
CTAHOBUJIOCH €€ KeJIaHhe, — M B KOHEUHOM UTOre CTPEMJICHHE MacTh U ObITh C HUM BBITECHUIIO BCE
OCTaJIbHbIE.

Hakoneny OnuBusi MpHHsa CBOIO CUJIBHEHINYIO MPUBS3aHHOCTh K A3pOHY, MOTOMY YTO,
HECMOTPs1 Ha BHEITHOCTh U Jiaxke Ha pemienre CoBeTa, OH OTJMYAETCS YeCTHOCTHIO U JOOPOTOM. A
pa3 eMy MPUCYIIH 3TH KauyecTBa, 3HAUUT, U eid TIO3BOJIMTENBHO JIe1aTh TO ke, YTO U OH, U TPH STOM
OCTaBaThCs YeCTHOM U 10O0poi. bosee Toro, eit HU4TO OBl HE YTPOKaJIO, TOTOMY YTO ASPOH IPUPOXK-
JEHHBIN 3AIIUTHUK, KOTOPBIH cymMeeT yoepeus ee OT Bcero Ha ceete. OT Apyrux v OT Hee CaMoi.

Y6uB ero, el mpUIUIOCh ObI MPOKUTH OCTATOK BEYHOCTH, TAK HUKOT/IA U HE y3HAB, HACKOJIBKO. . .
BOCXUTHUTEIIBHO OBUIO ObI MOYYBCTBOBATh €ro BO BCEX CMBICIaX 3TOro cioBa. OHa packanBasach Obl
1 ckopOesia 0 HeM.

Opnnako criactu ero ONMBYSL MOTIA JIUIIb LIEHOW COOCTBEHHOTO M3THAHMSI, YTO 03HAYAJIO OTKA3
OT MPUBBIYHOTO 00pa3a KU3HM, Kak ¥ noctanoBui1 CoeT. Majio Toro 4ro oHa rnotepsieT J0M U Kpbl-
JIbsl, €M ellle TIPUIETCS CYLIeCTBOBATh B MHpE, Il HEYacTO HaXOAUTCS MECTO MPOIICHUIO, TEPIICHUE
PEIKO BO3HArpaxaaeTcs, a rpyooCTb U BOBCE SIBJISIETCSI 00Opa3oM KU3HH.

— YowuiictBo A3poHa — mepBoe sl TeOsl 3alaHMe TaKOro pojia, MO3TOMY TBOE HEKEIaHWe
BIOJIHE NMOHATHO, OuBusA. OTHAKO HEJb3s O3BOJIUTH YYBCTBAM Pa3pyIIMTh CBOIO CYIIHOCTh. HykHO
niepecuiIuThb ceOs1, Have Oy/iellh paciulaulMBaThest BEYHO. UTO Tl BHIOMpaeIib?
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It0 OblIa MoceaHss oTyassHHas nonbiTka Coera cnactu ee. Ho OnuBHs BCKMHY/IA TOJIOBY
Y TIPOM3HECNa BCIYX CJIOBA, KOTOPBIE HECKOJIBKO HEJleNIb KUIMEId BHYTPH €€ M B KOHEYHOM HTOTe
npuBesu ee crofa. [Ipexe yem crpax 3acTaBUT ee Nepeaymarh.

— 51 BeIOUpaio AspoHa.

— D1, KeHIMHA?

['pyOsiii rosoc BeipBai ONMBUIO U3 BOCIIOMUHAHMM, TOJIOC TIIyOXe U 3ByYHee YeM Yy KOro Obl
TO HU OBLJIO U... TAKOW HYXHbIHA efi. OMUBHS 3aMOpraia, ¥ OKpPYKalIuidi MUP MeIJICHHO MPUOOpet
yeTkue oyepranus. OHa HAXOOWUTCS B CHajibHe, 0OCTAaHOBKY KOTOPOH 3HaeT Ham3ycTh. [IpocTopHast
KOMHaTa ¢ cepeOpUCTHIMU KAMEHHBIMHM CTEHAMM, 3aBEIIaHHBIMU M300paKeHUSIMU IIBETOB U 3BE3]I.
Ha mony TeMHBII CBEpKaIOIIMI MapKeT, 3aCTEICHHBI MSTKAM PO30BbIM KOBpoM. CTosiye 37ech
KOMOJI C 3€pKaJIOM, TyaJIeTHBIM CTOJIMK M KyIIeTKa OOJIbIle MOAXOAT ISl CIabHU IOHOM JIEBYIIKH.

MHorue nocmesuiuch Obl HaJl JKEHCTBEHHOW OOCTAHOBKOM, B KOTOPOM OOUTAET STOT CHIIbHBIN
Y TOpIbIA BOMH, HO TONbKO He OmmBus. MeOesb MpoCcTO-HAPOCTO JI0KA3bIBAET BCIO CHITY JIIOOBH
AspoHa K ero Jlernos.

Ectb 5111 B ero cepaue Mecto Jjist Koro-to ere?

OnuBus nepeBena B3MJIsAA Ha ApOHA, TIO-TIPEKHEMY CTOSIIIEro y KPoBaTH, Ha KOTOPOW OHa
Jiexana, 1 CMOTPEBILIETO Ha Hee... 0e3y4acTHO M pa30yapoBaHHO, OTMETWIIA OHa. Pa3Be MOXkHO ero
B 9TOM BUHUTH? OHa, JOKHO OBITh, SIBJISIET cOOOM *kajkoe 3penwuie. Cre3sl Ha IeKaxX BBICOXJIH,
OTYEro KOy CTSHYJIO, ¥ OHA CTaJla 9yBCTBUTEIBHOM. B BOJIOCaX KONTYHBI, TEJIO EPETiauyKaHo TPsI3blo.

B T0 Bpemst kKak A9pOH BBITJISIAUT BEJMKOJIETHO. BBICOKMIA, ¢ MOTpsicaolieid MyCKyIaTypo 1 ¢
CaMBIMH BOCXUTHUTEJIBHBIMH Ha CBETE Ila3aMu (pHOJIETOBOTO 1IBETAa B OOpaMIICHUH UIMHHBIX Y€PHBIX
pecHuIl. [ 151151 Ha ero TeMHble, KOPOTKO OCTpHKEHHBIE BOJIOCH, OMBUS 3aJa71ach BOIIPOCOM, YKO-
7oy Obl OHU ee JIaZloHb, TIPOBEIU OHA 10 HUM PYKOW?

TosbKo BpsiA 11 ASPOH MO3BOJIUT €i ceOsl TOTIauTh.

Bce ero Teno — u qaxe uaeabHble CKYJIbITYPHbBIC YEPThI JIMLIA — TIOKPHITO TATYUPOBKAMU, KaXK-
aasi 13 KOTOPhIX M300pakaeT YTO-TO OTBpaTUTEIbHOE. Pe3Hs, ymyiieHue, oIKoru, KpoBb — OYEHb
MHoro kpoBH! Bce noxoxue Ha yepena Jivia uckaxeHbl Mykoil. Cpeay 3Toro okeaHa HaCUJIUS BblJie-
JISIIOTCS IB€ OCOOEHHBIE TATYMPOBKU-0a00UKH: OJHA pacIipocTepiia cardupoBble Kpblbs Ha pedpax,
a Ipyras — Ha CIIMHE BOMHA.

OnuBwus 3aMeTHIA, UTO y Opyrux Braabik Bcero rmo ogHON TaTyMpoBKe-0a00UKe, CUMBOIU3H-
pYyIOIei METKY JIeMOHA, KOTOPbIM OHHM OAEPKHUMBI, U YaCTEHBbKO rajaia, rmouemy y AspoHa emie u
BTOpast Hakoska? He moxoxe, 4ToObl B €ro Tejie ObUTH 3aKJII0UEHbI 1Ba JEMOHA WM YTO-TO B 9TOM
pore.

Bonee Toro, on npe3upaet cnadoctb. MoxeT ObITh, 0a00YKH CITyKaT HAIOMUHAHKEM APOHY O
ero 6e3ymun ? Vi, Ha000pOT, BCe OCTaIbHBIE TATYUPOBKH, U300pasKaloIIye HACUIINE, SBJISIOT COOOM
yXKacHble JIesIHUsI, KOTOPBIE 3aCTaBJISUI €0 COBEpIIATh JEMOH ?

OnuBHsI HUKaK HEe MOIJIa IOHSTh, TOYEMY 3TOT MY)KUMHA HE BBI3bIBAET Y HEE OTBpAIICHU S, KaK
y APYTUX aHTEJIOB, TIOUEMY MPOJOIKAET BOCXHUINATD ee?

— JKeHIllMHA, — HETEPNEJIMBO MTOBTOPUII A3POH.

— J1a? — ¢ TpyaoM npoxpuriesia oHa.

— Thl MEHA HE cylnania.

— IIpoctn.

— Kr0 xoten moeit cmeptu? U nouemy?

— Csnp, noxanyicra, — B3MOJIAJIACh OHA BMECTO OTBETa. — Y MEHs 3aTeKaeT Iuesi OT HeoOxo-
JAUMOCTH CMOTPETh Ha TeOs1 CHU3Y BBEpPX.

[NoHavasy oHa peluia, 9To OH ¥ He MOyMaeT BHIONHATH MPOChOY, HO OH YAWBUII €€, IPHUCEB
Ha KOPTOYKU. BrlpaskeHue Juiia ero HeMHOro cMsirdmiioch. Korga ux rina3za HakoHeI[ OKa3avch Ha
ofHOM ypoBHe, OnuBHS 3aMeTHIa, uTo Yy A3poHa pacimupensl 3padyku. CtpaHHo. OObBIYHO Takoe
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cllyyaercsi, ecy Joau cyacTiuBbl. Mnu cepasarcsa. Ho eaa s ASpoH KUCHIBITBIBAET OJHY M3 3TUX
SMOLUIA.

— Taxk my4ine? — cripocui oH.

— a. bnarogapo.

— Xopoto. A Tenepb OTBETh HA MOH BOIIPOC.

[puposxnennsiii komanaup! Bripouem, OnuBus He BO3paskasia, TAK Kak YyBCTBOBasIa ce0si BO3-
HarpaxjaeHHou crionHa. Ceilyac OHa MOKET, He TIPUKJIAIbIBast HUKAKUX YCUJINH, TI0O0OBAThCSl BOCXH-
TUTEJIBHO 37I0BEIMM ASPOHOM M pa3roBapuBarh C HUM, O YeEM MeuTajla MHOTO HEJeIb.

— Beicimii He6ecHpiii CoBeT mpuroBopril Te0s1 K CMEPTH, TIOTOMY YTO ThI IOMOT IEMOHY cOe-
KaTb U3 aja.

OH HaxMypuJICs.

— Tet umeens B Buay moio Jlernon?

Ero Jlernon? ITomopmuBiucek, OnuBrsi KuBHysa. [Ipexie oHa HUKOTa He UCTBITHIBAJIA OOIH
— HU JYIIEBHOM, HU (PU3NYECKOI, — [IO3TOMY ITOHSTUS HE UMeJIa, Kak ¢ Hell cripaBiisiThes. [1o kpaiiHeit
Mepe, He 3HaJla, YJAeTCs JIM CKPbITh CBOU NEPeKUBAHUS.

Moxert, u ynactcs. Tena moneil BbIpaOaThIBAIOT alpeHATMH U JIpyrveé TOPMOHBI, KOTOpHIE
KakUM-TO 00pa3oM MPUTYIUISIOT YyBCTBA. BO3MOXHO, Temeph, CTaB YEJIOBEKOM, OHA TOXE Ha 3TO
criocodna. OHa Bce OTUeT/IMBee OIIYIIala, YTO OTAATISAETCS OT CBOETO HOBOT'O TeJla M €r0 HEMOHSTHBIX
Ooneit 1 epeKMBaHMA.

— He nonumaro. Korga mbl Berpetusuch, Jlernon yxe BbiOpanack Ha cBodony. S He crmenan
HUYEro, YTOObI 3aCITyKHUTh Yei-TO. .. THeB. — Ha mociesHeM ciioBe ryobl €ro MIOTHO CHKaJHCh.

— Booomie-to cnenan. be3 Tedst oHa He cMoria Obl BHIOPAThCSl HA TOBEPXHOCTD, MOTOMY UTO
ObLIa CBSI3aHA C MOA3EMHBIM MUPOM.

— U Bce paBHO HE TOHUMAIO.

BHezanHo Beku OnMBUM HAJIWIIMCH TSKECTBIO, a IV1a3a, B KOTOPbIE CJIOBHO IECKa HACHINAJY,
3aKPBUTCH — XOTh Obl CMEHUTh TEMY! — HO OHa 3acTaBujIa ce0s1 CHOBA MMOCMOTPETh Ha A9pOHa.

— Io Gosnpinield yacTy IeMOHBI CHOCOOHBI TOKUAATD a1, TOIMBKO KOT/IA MX MPU3bIBAIOT HA 3EMITIO.
D10 MaJieHbKas JIa3elKa, 0 KOTOPOW MBI JIO TOPHI 10 BpeMeHH He 3Haimu. Kak Obl TO HU ObLIO, KOT/Ia
JEMOHOB TIPU3bIBAIOT, UX CBA3b C aJJOM Pa3pbIBAETCS, U BMECTO 3TOI'O OHU MPUBSA3BIBAIOTCS K TOMY,
KTO UX BBI3BAJI.

— Emie pa3 Tebe noBTopsiio: 51 He npusbiBail Jlernon. OHa cama MpuIiia KO MHe.

— Bo3mokHO, ThI efiCTBOBA OECCO3HATENBHO, HO, TPUHSIB €€ KaK CBOI0, UMEHHO 3TO U CAENAL.

A3pOH CHOBA M CHOBA CKMMAJI M pa3KUMaJl KyJaky — IPU3HAK TOTO, YTO OH IbITAETCS] BEPHYTh
cebe CaMOKOHTPOJIb. BO3MOXHO, OH B caMOM JieJie 3/IUTCS.

— V Hee ecTb MOJIHOE MPABO XOIUTH IO 3eMJie. 51 cam AEMOH U HAaXOXKyCh 3/IECh yXKE HE OIHY
ThICSIYY JIeT. Ml HUKTO MeH$ 3a 3TO He HaKa3bIBaeT.

Yro BEpHO, TO BEPHO.

— Ho TBOI#1 nIeMoH 3akJtioueH BHyTpH TeOs1. ClieoBaTebHO, THI M €CTb ero aj. JIernoH ke Ternepb
CBOOO/HA M MOKET pas3ry/uBarh rie noxenaet. [loimyyaercs, y Hee HET ajia, 4To UIET Bpazpes ¢ Hebec-
HBIMU 3aKOHaMH.

OsnuBus BUJENa, 4To ASpOH HAMEPEH OCIIOPUTS €€ CJI0BA. BEposiTHO, UMeeT CMBICI Pa3bsCHUTh
€My OCHOBBI YCTPOWCTBA aJia.

— Campble cuibHBIC IEMOHBI HEeKoria OblIM aHre1amu. 3ateM oHu najiu. CTaau nepBeIMU Iajl-
mmMu. VX cepatia moyepHesu 1 yTpaTiiin Bee JoOpoe U Xopolliee, YTo paHee XpaHun B cede. Bme-
CTO TOTO YTOOBI JIUIIUTHCS KPbLIbEB U CUJI, IEMOHBI OKa3aJICh 0OpPEYEHHBIMHU Ha BEUHOE CTpaJaHue.
Ta ke ydacTh MOCTUIVIA M UX TIOTOMKOB. B 3TOM mpaBumiie He MOXET ObITh MCKTIOUeHUH. [{eMOHBI
JOJKHBI OBITH TIPUBSI3aHBI K a1y, HE BAXKHO K KakoMy. Tex, KTO pa3pbiBaeT 3Ty CBsi3b, yOUBAIOT.

Panyxkn AspoHa 3anbulaiy KpacHbeIM, pasropasch BCe spye.

— Xouelb cKka3arb, 4To pa3 y JIernoH HeT aja, OHa JI0JKHA yMepeTh?
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— Ja.

— W gro Hekorna oHa ObUIa aHTesIoM ?

— Her. [onas B aj1, 1eMOHbBI HAYYMJIUCh TIPOU3BOJUTH MIOTOMCTBO, U JIETMOH — OJTHA U3 TaKUX
CO3JJaHM.

— Tsl cobupaenibcst HaKa3aTh ee, Jaxe 3Hasi, YTO OHA He MPUYMHWIA HUKOMY Bpeaa?

— 51 He xouy ee HaKa3bIBaTh, HO 9TO BCE PABHO JOKHO CITYUYUTHCS.

— A Teniepb ciymaii MeHsl. I HUKOMY He TIO3BOJIO €€ 00UETh, — CIIOKOMHBIM, HO YTPOXKAIOIIIM
rOJIOCOM IIPOM3HEC A3POH.

OnuBust mpomonyaia. OHa He CTaHEeT JIraTh ¥ TOBOPUTH TO, YTO €MY XOUETCSl YCIIBIIATh, — YTO
onu ¢ JlerroH Terneps B 6€30MaCHOCTH, a MPO WX MPeCTyIUIeHHs Ha Hebecax yxe JaBHO 3a0bputi. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Ha cMeHy OJNMBUM MPUAET TOT, KTO CMOXKET BBITIOIHUTH 3aJaHHE.

— JKu3Hu B agy OHa He 3aCly’)KMBAeT, — MPOPbIYa ASpPOH.

— D10 He Tebe pemark.

OnuBus MocTapanach, 4ToOsl (hpaza Mpo3Bydaia Kak MOKHO Msrde. Ho, 9XoM MOBTOpPHB Te
camble coBa, KoTopble Ha CoBeTe ObUIM OOpAIeHBl K HEel, OHA OIIyTHJIa BO PTY HENPUSTHBIN MPH-
BKYC.

A>3pOH pe3Ko BTSHYJI BO3AYX, pa3ayBasi HOZAPH.

— Tw1 xe cama nasna. [Touemy B TakoM ciydae TeOs1 HE HU3BEPIVIM B aj1?

— IlepBble magmme anrensl oTBEpHYIUCh OT EquHoro McrunHoro bora, mostomy ux cepaua u
novepHenu. § He oTBopaunBaiack. IIpocto BeIOpaia MHOM MyTb.

— Otyero 1edg NOC/IAIM 32 MHOH TOJILKO ceryac? BeIXOOUT, THI HE MAAIIMNA aHresd, a najgad?
Toicsum NIeT Ha3a[ s TROPUJI Bl Ky/ja OoJiee yKacHble, YeM pa3phiB CBSI3H C aJJOM MaJICHbKOH JIeMO-
Hecchl. MBI Bce coBepIlaiy mojooHoe.

— CoBer coracuiicsi ¢ 60ramu, 4To Thl 1 TBOM COOPAThS — 6JUHCTBEHHBIE, KTO CIIOCOOEH HOCUTD
B ce0e 1, BOBMOXHO, OTHAX/IBI B3SITh TIOJl KOHTPOJIb cOEkKaBIIMX AeMOHOB. Kak s yxe roBopuia, Bbl
UX a1 ¥ TEM CaMbIM CIIOJIHA PACTIIATUIIMCH 32 CBOM JABHUE MIPECTYIUICHHUS.

TopxkecTBO OTpa3nIOCh Ha Jiniie ASPOHA, CIIOBHO OH MOWMaJl COOECEIHUITY Ha JIKU.

— Crout MHE ymepeTh, U SIpoCTh TYT ke BBICBOOOOWMTCSI M3 CBOETO Tak HasbiBaeMoro ajga. U
yto Torga? Tl Bce ele coorpaeribest MeHs1 YOUTh?

Ecnu Ob1 9Ta Na3eiika eme CyIecTBoBaa. . .

— Hexkoraa Ham ObLJIO 3ampeiieHo yOuBaTh AEMOHOB BBICIIETO MOPSIIKA, K KOTOPBIM OTHOCUTCS U
TBOM fApocTh. 3aTtem oHM cOexkanu U3 ITyOuH aJa, BHIHYIUB HAC U3MEHHUTD ITPaBUIIa COOTBETCTBEHHO.
Tak 4TO... s JOJKHA OblJIa YHUUTOKHUTh U SIPOCTh TOXKE.

OT 3TOrO NMpHU3HAHMS BHIPaKEHNE TOPKECTBA Ha Juile A9poHa MOOJIEKJIO.

— Ho 781 mana. D10 03HayaeT, 4ToO Thl HE COMNIACKJIACH C TIPUKA30M, IPEINHICHBAIOIIIM YOUTh
MeHs, MOero aeMoHa 1 Jleruos.

— He coBcem Tak, — nmornpasuna ero Onusus. — [la, s momnaraio, 4to 1e0s1 CleayeT MOMUIOBATb.
U Apocth ToXe, Tak Kak OH — 4acTh Teds. Ho cumrato i s, yto JIernoHn MoXHO MO3BOJIUTD KUTH B
stom mupe? Het. OHa npescraBisier cOOOM yrposy, KOTOPOM ThI IIOKa He OCO3HAJI, M, CKOpee BCero,
MIPUYMHUT HEMBICJTUMBIH Bpe[. §l maja, moroMy 4ro...

— Xortesna cBOOOIbL, JIIOOBU M Becesbsl, — 3aKOHYMJI 32 Hee AIPOH, HACMEILIMBO UCKAa3MB ee
coOcTBeHHbIe clioBa. — [Toyemy BooOiiie TeOst BeIOpamu yist 3toro 3aaanus? Trel youBana npexie?

OnuBHsI HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJIA, HE XKeJlasi pacCKa3blBaTh, KaK COOBITHS Pa3BOPAYMBAIMCH HA CAMOM
7ene, HO IOHUMAs1, 9TO OOBSICHUTBCS BCE Ke MPUACTCS.

—Tor, TemHOBOMOCHIHA. .. Pefiec. .. oH MHOTO pa3 ObIBajl Ha HeOecax Oarogapst CBoeH KEeHIMHE,
Hanvke. OgHaX/ABI 51 3aMETHJIA €r0 ¥ TIOCeJoBaJIa 32 HUM CIoJa, JKeJlasi y3HaTh, KaK YCTPOMIIN CBOIO
KU3Hb OJICP’KMMBbIE IEMOHAMU BOVHBI.

— Ilorogu-ka. — AspoH XMypo Ha Hee B3IIsIHY.I. — Thl ocnenoBasa 3a Peitecom?

— Jla. — Pa3Be He 3TO OHA TOJILKO YTO cKa3asa?
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— Tol cnequiia 3a Peliecom. — Bcem cBoMM cyiiiecTBOM A3pOH U3JTydasl sIpOCTb.

— Ja, — npomentana OnvBHS, OHSB, B YeM JIEJO, U TIOXAJIEB, YTO HEe yTauia 3Ty YacTh UCTO-
pun. OHa 3HaJIa, Kak 6epekHO AIPOH OTHOCUTCS K CBOMM JPY3bsiM. JIOIKHO OBITh, €r0 HEMpHI3Hb
K Hell pacTeT ¢ KaXI0l MUHYTOW. — $1 He mpuuunHsIa emy Bpena. 51... s moroM Bce BpeMs Opoania
10 OKpecTHOCTAM. — «Crienyst 3a To60i. JKenast ObITh C TOOOI», — MBICJIEHHO JJOOABHJIA OHA, & BCITYX
ckazana: — MeHsl BBIOpasIv, IOTOMY UTO $ JIyUIlle BCEX 3HAI0 BAITy TIOBCETHEBHYIO KU3Hb.

A MOXeT, cTapeHIIHbI IOYYBCTBOBAJIM €€ pacTyIiee KeJlaHue K ASPOHY M PElIIv, YTO eCin
OHa ero yobeT, TO 30aBUTCS 320HO U OT TOro y:kacHOro 4yBcTBa? OHa 4acToO pa3MBIIILIsIA HaJl
3THUM BOIIPOCOM.

— Kak 1ebe uzBecTHO, y Pefieca ecTh jxkeHIMHA. — A9POH BHITHYJT OPOBb, UCKaKash BHITATYHPO-
BaHHOE Ha JI0y N300pakeHue MPU3PAYHBIX Tyl — KPUYAIIUX, JIETAIIMX HABCTPEUy CBOEMY IPOKJISI-
thio. — Ho 3T0 Bpsig i uMeet 3HaveHue. S Xouy 3HaTh, KaK Thl COOMpanach MeHs yOUTb.

Omna co3pana Obl OTHEHHBI Med, Kak yuus ee Jlucanap, u orpyomna Obl ASpOHY TOJIOBY.
Hackonbko eii ObUI0 M3BECTHO, 3TO camasi ObICTpasi CMepTh, KaKylo MOXeT JapoBarh aHren. Camas
ObICTpas U camasi MUJIOCEpIHAs], TOTOMY UTO JKepPTBa HE YyBCTBYET HU MaJieIeit OO0,

— Ectb pazHble criocoObl, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBeTHIAa OIIUBUSL.

— Ho T8I nasia 1 noToMy He MOXKeIllb UCMIOJTHUTh CBOK0 MUCCHIO, — ITOABITOXUI A3poH. Teneps
€ro roJioc 3Byvall HaNpsKEHHO M3-3a OBJIAJIEBILIETO UM CTpaxa. — BMecTo Tedst MonuTioT KOro-To JIpy-
roro, He Tak Jim?

Hakonern-to o Hayan moHuMaTh. OJIMBUS COTTACHO KMBHYJIA.

OH HaxXMypWJICSl M CHOBA CEPIUTO HAa HEe TIOCMOTPE:

— Kak 51 yxe ckazal, 1 He TO3BOJIO MPUYMHUTD Bpe[ JlernoH. OHa Mosi, a 1 3aIUINa TO, YTO
MIPUHA/ITICKHUT MHE.

OnuBHs C TOMJICHHEM TOAyMasa O TOM, YTO TOXE XOueT MpHHAAIexars emy. Kenanue 06o-
XKIJI0 TIOCHITbHEee (pu3nvecKor 001, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, UMEHHO M3-3a 3TOT'O CBOETO JKEJIaHUsI OHA 371eCh
Y OKa3aJach. YK JIydilie OJHO MIHOBEHHE C ASPOHOM, YeM Iiefiast KU3Hb C KeM-TO IPyTHM.

KowneuHo, eii XxoTesioch Obl OTYYUTh MOOOJIBIIE OMHOIO MTHOBEHHUS, HO, TI0 BCEH BUIUMOCTH,
OO0MBIIIM OHU He pacrionaraioT. KTo-1o 06s13atebHO npuieT eil Ha cMeHy — 1 Toraa A3poH ympert. Ot
9T0i MbIc/ Y OJIMBHU CTAJIO TSIKENIO Ha cepaile, HO JIeI0 MUMEHHO Tak M 00CTOUT. A3poH Oyaer 6e3-
3alUTeH Tepe] JTUIOM POTUBHKUKA, KOTOPOTO He CMOXKET HY BUJIETh, HY CJIBIIIATh, HU OCs3aTh. [1po-
TUBHHKA, KOTOPHIH, B CBOIO 04Yepe/ib, OyJeT 00IagaTh BCeMH BBIINICO3HAYEHHBIMU MTPEUMYIIECTBAMH.

Xoporio 3Has, Kak (pyHKIMOHUPYeT HebecHoe mpaBocyaue, OMMBHS MOHUMANA, YTO BMECTO
Hee monumoT Jlucanapa. [Totomy 4TO MMEHHO HACTABHUKY TPEJACTOMT HECTM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32
HeyJayy CBOEeH MOJONEeYHOM.

Jlucannp 6e3 KoneOaHU HaHeceT cMepTesIbHBIN yaap. OH BOOOIIe HUKOTA He COMHEBACTCSI.
Jla, oH M3MEHUJICS C TeX TIop, KaK CTal BcTpevyarhcs ¢ BhsiHKOM, Taprivei ¥ ToToMKoM camoro Jloru-
depa. Ho ecm 1 HaCTaBHHMK OTKa)eTcst OT yOUICTBa A9pPOHA, TO MIPHUJET ero Yepell HaBceria MoKH-
HYTh HeOeca. DTOT BeJIMKHIA aHTeJT He OTKAXETCsI OT CBOe BEYHOCTH ¢ BhsaHKOM, MO0 OHa cTana s
HEro CMBICJIOM KU3HHU.

— bnaropapio 3a npenynpexaeHue, — ckazaia A3pOH U NOAHSJICH.

Ecnmu oH u ckazan 4to-To 110 31oro, To OnuBus, 3alyMaBIIKCh, BCE Mpociymana. Yto ¢ Hei
Takoe TBopuTcsi? OHa pUIIUIa Paay HEro, HO C MOMEHTA MOSIBJICHHUSI 37IeCh TIO OOJIBITIEH YaCTH BUTACT
B CBOUX MBICIISIX.

— INoxanyiicra. Ho 51 momkHa MompocuTh KOe-4To B3aMeH. f1. .. s1 xotena Obl OCTaThCs 371€Ch, —
Bhinayinia oHa. — C To6oi. § Morma Obl momorarh Tede ¢ yOOpKOM, €I XO4elllb. — Ta ujes MoKa-
3aJ1ach €i JOBOJIBHO y/IauHOM, BE/lb OHA MHOTO pa3 HaOmoaasa, Kak A9pOH HaBOAMT MOPSIJIOK B Kpe-
MOCTH, BOpYa U JKaJIysCh Ha JOCTABIIYIOCS €My PYTUHHYIO padoTy.

OH HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI pa3BsI3aTh ee 3aIlsACThs, U JEUCTBOBAJ TaK HEKHO, YTO OHA TIOUTU HE
MOYyBCTBOBasA OOJIH.
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— Boiock, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

—Ho... nouemy? § HukomMy He Oyay co3maBarth mpodiem. YecTHo.

— Tsl yxe co3aana npoodiemy.

INon6oponok OnuBUY CHOBA 3a/IpOKaJl, a BaEBIIee €10 SMOIMOHATIBHOE OlleTIeHeH e OBICTPO
ynetyumioch. «OH Bce elle XoueT OT MeHsl M30aBUThCs». Ha Hee HaxJIBIHY/IM CTpax, CMSTEHHUE U
orvassHue. OHa YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B MOAYIIKY, YTOOBI HE BBIIABATh CBOMX YYBCTB Iiepe] ASPOHOM,
Be/Ib €€ TOJIOKEeHUe 1 Oe3 TOTO JIAJIeKO He BBIMTPBIIIHOE.

— JKenmuna, — mpopbIyall OH, — s e BeJiesl TeOe He MJIaKaTh.

— Torna He HY’)KHO paHUTb MOU YYBCTBA.

Crnosa OnuBur OBUTH e/Ba CIIBIITHBI M3-32 MPHKATOTO K Ty0aM XJIOIKa U 13-3a cJie3.

Oma ycrbilana menecT oaek/Ibl, OyaTo ASpoH NepeMUHAETCsI C HOTY Ha HOTY.

— Panuts uyBcTBa? Jla ThI Oaronaputh MeHs IOJKHA 32 TO, YTO 51 TeOs1 He yOu1. 3a mociaeJHui
MecCSI] Thl TPUYMHUIIA MHE MHOKECTBO Oej1. 1 He mMes HU MaJiefInero moHsATHS, KTO 32 MHOU CJIGJUT
1 oueMy. Mos BepHas Tiofipyra He MorJjia OOJIbIIle OCTaBaThCsl CO MHOM, W € TPUIILJIOCh BEPHYTHCS
TyJa, € €l BCe HEHaBUCTHO.

Tyna, Kak moOWIM TOBOPUTH Apyrie Bianpiky, rae e u cienyer ObiTb. XOTh A9POH TaK U He
CUUTaET.

— MHe oueHb Kab.

Hecmotps vy Ha uto, OnuBus ropopuia uckpeHHe. OueHb CKOpo ASPOH JIMIIUTCS BCETO, YeEM
JOPOXKUT, ¥ HUKTO HE B CUJIaX MPEJOTBPATUTh HABUTAIOIEECs] HECUACThE.

«[lepecranb 00 3TOM IyMaTh MM CHOBA PACILIAYEIIIbCS».

A3DPOH B3JOXHYJI.

— $1 mpuHMMalo TBOM M3BMHEHUS, HO 9TO HUYEro He MeHsieT. TeOe 3/1ech He pajibl.

On npoctuit ee? HakoHel-To 1miar B Hy’>KHOM HaIlpaBJICHUM. . .

- Ho...

— Tol mana, HO Mo-nipexkHemMy OeccmepTHa. [TpaBunbHO? — OH He /a7 el BO3MOXXHOCTH OTBE-
TUTb. B ero noHmmanum, pas ozexja rocTby UCLIEIUIIACH, TO ke CaMOe JOJIKHO IPOU30MTH U C CaMOou
aeBymiKoi. — K yTpy Thl yke Oyzelib B MOpsiJIke W TOT/a MOKUHEIIb KPErnocTh. DTO MPUKa3.
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I'naBa 4

A>pOH yke HECKOJIBKO YacOB BBIILIArMBAJI 110 KOPUIOPY, U NMEPEIBIIKA B 0003pMMOM OyIyILeM
He npeaBuaesock. KTo-To ke Jo/mkeH oxpaHATh aHresa. He oT He3BaHBIX rOCTel, a OT Hee CaMOoM, Ha
ClIydail eciii ee Mocjajy Clo[a BTEPEeThCs B A0BEpHUE U MOJICTYIIATh YTO-HUOY/Ib BaKHOE.

He ciumikom tornyHoe oObsICHEHUE, HO ApYroro y AspoHa He Haxoausock. Ene Oyayun HeBu-
OVMBbIM M HEYSA3BMMBIM aHresioM, OJMBHSA MOIJIA YCJIBILIATh TO, YTO HE CJIENOBAJIO, HO CEMYac OHa
0e33alMTHA U, MOy OHA B JIallbl OXOTHUKOB, BBIAACT UM 3HAHMS, KOTOPHIMU T€ HE IPEe MUHYT
BOCIIOJIb30BATHCS, YTOOBI IPHUMHUTH BPEI €T0 IPY3bsIM.

A3pOH CXkaJl KyJaKd U YCHJIMEM BOJIM OTOTHAJT OT ceOsi MbIcM O IbiTKax OJIMBUM U CMEPTH
MIpUATENEN, TPEXAE YEM MCIBITAET HEONOIMMOE KEJIaHUE YIAapuTh B CTEHy KpenocTd. Mmm koro-
HUOY/Ib U3 ee OOHUTATENIEH.

Kpowme Toro, oH nopo3pesai, 4To Kak TOIbKO OJMBUA JOCTAaTOYHO OKPETHET — & 9TO MOXKET
ITPOM30UTH C MUHYTBl HA MMHYTY, — TO MONbBITAETCA YIU3HYTb U3 €0 KOMHATHl U OTIIPABUTCS Ha
noricku JlerroH. U XxoTs1 AeMOHeCCH B KperocTy He ObL10, A9POH He MOT IOIYCTUTD ITOI00HOTO pas-
BUTHSI COOBITHIL. [Jaske HecMOTpst Ha TO, yTo ONMBHS TeTiepb MAIIMIA aHTe] U He CIIOCOOHA TPUYH-
HUTD JIErMOH CyIIECTBEHHBIN BpE.

Tem He MeHee OnuBUA MOXET NOJEIUTHCA CBOMMHU OTKPBITUSAMHU C IPYTUM aHIeJIOM, CKOpOe
TNOsIBJIEHHE KOTOPOTO cama ke U IpeJicKas3ala, a YK TOT MOIBITAeTCs 3aBEPLIUTh ee paboTy.

«TonbKO HE B MOE JIEXXYPCTBO», — OAYMasl A9POH.

Jpy3bs yxe Bce 00CyanIn — A3poH clibliai OOpMOTaHKE, IOTOM CMeX U YAAJISIOLIMECs 11ary,
KOrja OoHM pacxonuauck. Ho OH MOHATHA HE UMeNl, K KaKOMY OHM NpUIUIM pelieHuo. Hukro He
COM3BOJIMJI €ro NpocBeTHTh. COOMPAIOTCS JIM OHM TPECNIeOBATh Ty CTPAHHYIO XKEHIIMHY, KOTOPYIO
OH BCTpeTWJI Ha ysauue? O6Hapy:xu i JIIocheH criefibl OXOTHUKOB Ha XoMe?

A>3pOH TBEpPAIO NpUIEPKUBAJICA MHEHM, 4TO ONIMBUSA HE JEUCTBYET 3a0HO ¢ UX Bparamu. Ho
T€ MOIVIM ITPOCJIEUTD 3a HEN JJO CaMOM KPETIOCTH, BE/Ib HAallaJCHN sl UCTIOATHIIIKA BIIOJIHE B UX CTUJIE.

B camom fiene, Bpaxxeckas araka crajia Obl JOCTOWHBIM 3aBEPLIEHUEM 3TOM KOIIMAPHOW HOYH.

INomyaca Hazaa AspoH no3Bail JIeruoH, xenas nperynpeauTb ee o ciayduBiiemcs. OObIYHO
OHa BCEr/a, HE3aBUCUMO OT PAcCTOSIHUS, CIbIIIAJA €ro U ABIsulach Ha 30B. Ho He B a1OT pa3. Kak
n JliocbeH, AeMoHecca yMmena NepeMelaTbes U3 OJHOTO MECTa B IPYTO€ CUJION MBICIH, HO CErOqHSA
TaK U HE MOABUIIACS.

Yro, eciu oHa paneHa? M cBsazana? A3pOH MCIBITHIBAJI UCKYIIEHUE NPU3BaTh JIernoH no
BCEM IIpaBHJIaM, KaK OHA €ro yuuiia — XOTs JO 00bsicHeHni OIMBUM HEe COBCEM ITOHUMAJI, YTO JIEMO-
Hecca MMeJia B BUly, — TaK Kak 3HaJI, YTO TaKOW 30B OHA HE CMOXET IIPOUTHOPUPOBaTh. Yem Oosbliie
OH pa3IyMbIBaJl 00 9TOI BO3MOXKHOCTH, TEM IPOYHEE YTBEPIKIAJICS B MBICIIU, UTO aHreJTy — MaaleMy
WINA HET — CJIENyeT TIOKUHYTh KPEnocTh, NHaue JIernoH Tak u He BepHeTCs. A3POH BCIIOMHWII, Kak
OHa HauMHaJIa JAPOXKaTh OT CTPaxa IPU CIOBE «aHIel».

Koneuno, Aspon mor 6bl nonpocuts OJMBUIO yMEPUTH CBOE BIIMSIHUE HAa MAJICHBKYIO IEMO-
Heccy, TaK Kak 3TO NpUYuHsAeT Toi 60sb. U He Tosbko eil. He3BaHas rocTbsl MOIJIa HaBpeIuThb U €10
Apy3bsM, Be[lb OHU JJaXe HE OUIyIlaau ee npucyTcTBusA. Ho ApoH He cTaj HM O 4eM ee MPOCUTb.
Omna ucuensercs, 1 OH HE XOTEJ €€ TPEBOKMUTD.

OcobeHHO MocIie BCero, 4To OHa AJ1s1 HEero cielaa.

«He HyXHO ee KaJleTb».

B xoneuHoMm urore oH pemnil He npusbiBath Jlernon. Iloka.

C tpynom BepuTcs, YToOb! Xpynkasi ONMBHsL MOIJIa KOro-To oOouzeTsh. [laxke koraa Haxoquaach
B ITOJTHOM CHJIe — Kako# Obl 9Ta cuita HU Obuta. Ecim nesnto movizer o apaku, To JlernoH B MrHOBEHHE
OKa BOH3UT B BeHbl OJIMBUM CBOU OTPABJICHHBIE KJIBIKU.
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«Mos 1eBOUKa», — C HeXKHOCTBIO MOAyMan A3pOH, YXMbUIbHYBIIHCh. HO ero ynbiOka ObicTpo
yracna. Msicib o cMepti OnuBuM emMy coBceM He noHpasuiack. OHa Beb ocilyllaiach NMpUKasa u
He youta ero. Bpsin sm eit 310 BooO1e Obl yIanock, HO OHa iaxke He mbitanack. U Jlerrion oHa Bpena
HE NMPUYMHWIA, XOT$1, BO3MOKHO, U kejaja 3Toro. OnuBus MPOCTO XOTeNa NO3HATh paloCcTb KU3HHU,
B KOTOPO#1 el SIBHO OBLJIO OTKAa3aHo.

OHa He 3aCiTy’)KMBaeT CMEpPTH.

Ha mrHoBeHue, olHO KpaTkoe MIHOBEHHE, ASPOH 3aJyMaJsiCsl HaJl TeM, 4TOObl Pa3peluTh
aHTeJly OCTaThCs. YUMTBIBAsI TO, KaK CIIOKOWHO BesieT ceOsl AeMOH fIpocTu B ee MpHCYTCTBHH, HE
TpeOys HaKa3aTh 3a MPECTyIUIEHHEe, KOTOPOEe OHA COBEPILIIA ABAIATh JIET Ha3ald, IeHb VI MUHYTY
Hazan, OnuBus crana 6bl ASpoHY MpeKpacHoi cryTHurel xu3Hu. Kak ckazai [Mapuc, ona mozabo-
THJIACh OBl O €ro KeJaHusIX.

O ’xenaHMsIX, KOTOPBIX, IO €ro COOCTBEHHBIM CJIOBaM, y Hero HeT. Ho oH He Mor oTpuiarhb
OYEBMHOTO — KOIJJa OH CHJIEN Ha KOPTOUKax psAaoM ¢ OnuBUEl, BHYTPU €ro YTO-TO LIEBEJIbHYIIOCh.
Uro-To0 xapkoe u onacHoe. OHa naxJia COJTHLIEM U 3eMJIEH, a €€ I71a3a, CMHUE U SICHbIE, KaK yTpeHHee
He0O0, CMOTpeM Ha HEero JOBEpUMBO U € HafexkJoi. I eMy 3T0 NOHpaBHUIIOCh.

«Maurot! BooOpaszwi, uTo 1eMoH MoxeT oOnanarsk anresom? Bpsn . Kpome toro, oHa siBu-
J1ach CI0f1a, YTOOBI TIOBECENTUTHLCS, a Thl, APYT MO, HACTOJIBKO JaJieK OT BEeCebsl, HACKOIBKO MOKET
OBITH MYKYHMHA».

— AspoH!

Hy, nakonen-to. Xotb Kakue-to HoBocTH. C obnerdyeHreM BHIOpPOCHB MbIcH 00 OnvBumM 13
TrOJIOBBI, ASpOH pe3Ko obepHyJics U yBuen Topuna. TOT cTosu1, MPUCTOHUBIINCH TIJIEYOM K CTEHE,
CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPYAM U XUTPO YJIbIOASICh.

JloCcTaTOYHO OHOTO NMPUKOCHOBEHUs TopuHa, xpaHutesnd geMoHa bosesHu, K Koxe Apyroro
’KHUBOTO CYyIIECTBA, YTOObl HECUACTHBIA CKOHYAICS OT YyMbl. IMeHHO 1osToMy TOpUH MOCTOSTHHO
HOCWJI IEpYATKH, 3AIIHUINAIONINE OKPYKAIOLIHX.

— Ouepennoii Bnagpika [IpeucrionHeii 3anupaer KeHIIUHY y ceOsi B CHaJIbHE, My4UTEIbHO
TBITAsICh PEINTD, YTO K€ C HEHl Jasblile JelaTh, — HACMEILIMBO 3amMeTus1 TopuH.

He ycnien A3poH oTBeTUTS, KaK Mepe]] ero MbICJIEHHBIM B30POM HA4YaJIU NOSIBJISATHCS] KAPTUHKU.
Bor TopuH ¢ pemuTenbHbIM BbIpaKEHUEM JIMIA 3aHOCUT KJIMHOK. 3aTéM KJIMHOK OITyCKaeTcs...
MIPOH3AET CEeP/ILIE KEPTBHI. .. U BBIXOAUT HAPYKY, UCIIAYKaHHBIN KPOBBIO.

CMepTHBIN MYK4YMHA, KOTOporo TOpPHH 3aKO0JI0JI HOKOM, Oe3KM3HEHHOW Maccoi majgaeT Ha
3emut0. MeptBbiil. Ha ero 3anscree BUHeeTCs1 TaTyMpOBKa B BU/IE IEPEBEPHYTON BOCBMEPKU — CUM-
BOJI OECKOHEYHOCTH ¥ MeTKa OXOTHUKOB. OH He Hamaian Ha TopuHa, 1axe He nbitasicst. OHU TPOCTO
MePeCceK/INCh Ha YJMILIE, IOUYTH YEeThIpecTa JIET Ha3all, KOorja MOBeIUTe b IeMOHa boe3Hn noKuHy
KPernocCTh, YTOObI HAKOHEI[ BCTPETUTHLCS C JIIOOMMOU KEHITUHOM, HO, 3aMETUB KJICMMO Ha 3aIisCThe
MY’KUMHBI, Haraj MepBbIM.

J1st SIpocTH 3TOT MOCTYMOK KECTOK M HEOOOCHOBaH. A 3HauuT, TOPUH 3acayKMBaeT Hakaza-
HUS.

A3pOH MHOTO pa3 BU/IeJ1 IMEHHO 3TOT 3MM30/, U BCErja eMy IPUXOIUIOCh CAepAKUBaThCs. BoT
U cefvac CIIy4msIoch TO ke camoe. Ero masblipl pOTUB BOJIM CKaJIM PYKOSATKY KHMHKaja, HAXJIBIHYJIO
MYUUTEIbHOE KeJIJaHWe MPOH3UTh UM TOpHHA, KaK TOT KOIZIa-TO CAEIa C OXOTHUKOM.

«$1 mocTynut ObI TOYHO TaK Xke! — MBICJIEHHO MPOKPHYAJ OH CBOEMY JIEMOHY. — YOUJI Obl TOTO
OXOTHHKA 0e3 BCAKMX pa3oupatenscTB. Tak uto ToprH He 3acayKMBaeT HaKa3aHUs».

SApocte 3apbryal.

«CnokoiicTBue!» A3poH pa3ikall najblLbl U OYCTUI PYKY BIIOJIb TeJa.

— JleMOH XOueT Ha MeHsI HanacTh? — OyAHUYHBIM TOHOM MOMHTepecoBascs: TOpHH.

Hpy3bs1 XOpoLIo 3Haau A3poHa.

— Ila, HO He BoNHYy#cs. S1 KOHTpOIMpYIO YOmoaKa.

EMy nokazanock, 4To J6eMOH HACMEIUIMBO (DHIPKHYIL.
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Uem Oonbliiie OH caepkuBal SpocTh, TEM CHUIIbHEE TOT MOHYKAJ €ro HaKa3blBaTh OKPYKAIOIIUX
3a uX mpocTynku. HakoHel 3Ta moTpeOGHOCTD 3aXBaThiBajia A9pOHA LIEJTMKOM, ¥ TOTJa OH CPBIBAJICS U
JIeTeN B TOPOJl YMHUTDH O€3)KaTOCTHOE BO3ME3/IE 38 MAJISHIINE TperpelieHnsi BceM, KTO Momaaascs
TOJT PYKY.

[Mpunaaky HeoOy3JaHHON MECTH M CTAJIM MPUYMHOM, IO KOTOPOW A3POH MOKPBUI CBOE TEJIO
TaTyUpOBKaMu. Bynyun GeccMepTHBIM, KOTOPBI HEOOBIYAIHO OBICTPO MCHESAETCS, eMy IPHIILIOCH
MO/IMEIIaTh B YEPHUJIA SKCTPAKT aMOpO3UH, YTOOB N300pakeHusI He CXOnWwM ¢ Koxu. [Ipouenypa
OKazaJsiach BechbMa O0JIE3HEHHOM, OyATO ObI OH BITPHICKUBAJ ceOe B BEHBI )KUAKUI oroHb. Coxaes i
oH 00 3TomM? Yept monepu, HeT. Beskuii pa3, misiyist Ha ce0s B 3epKajio, ASPOH BCIIOMHMHAT O CBOMX
CTPAIIHBIX JISSHUAX ¥ MOHUMAJI, YTO €CJIM HEe TIOOCTEPEKETCS, TO ITO MOKET MOBTOPUTHCSI.

Kpome 3TOr0, TaTyMpOBKM CITYy’KMJIM HAlOMHHAHUEM O JIIO/ISIX, KOTOPBIX OH HE3aCIyKEeHHO
JMIIAN XU3HU. VIHOTAA 3T0 00nervyano ASpoHy TSKECTh BUHBL. A MHOTAA MOMOTAJIO MPUIITYIIATh
HEYMEPEHHYIO TOPIOCTb CUJION CBOETO JEMOHA.

— VBepeH, 4To KOHTPOJIMpYeELIb ero?

— Yt0? — cipocui A3pOH, OYHYBILUCH OT CBOMX MBICJIEH.

ToprH cHOBa YCMEXHYJICA.

— 4l cpocu, yBepeH Jiu Thl, YTO KOHTPOJIMPYeIlb CBOero AeMoHa? Thl 4acTo MOpraeliib, a TBOU
I71a3a CBETSITCS KPACHBIM.

— 41 B nopske.

B otymurie ot OnuBuM €ro rojoc 3Byvyasl HEUCKpeHHe. B HeM SIBHO clibiianach (pasbliib.

— 4 TeGe Bepo. YecTHo. MTak... BepHeMcs K Haiemy pasroBopy? — cripocut TopuH.

O yem OHU rOBOPWJIM, KOTJIa OH OTBJIEKCs? AX Ja.

— Th1, 63 coMHEeHus1, SIBUJICS CIO[Ia BOBCE HE 3aTeM, YTOOBI CPABHUBATh MEHSI C TEMH HAIIIUMU
APY3bsIMH, KTO 0Opes BTOpbIe TIOJIOBUHKH. $1 eBa JIM TOXOX Ha BIIOOJEHHBIX UIMOTOB, B KOTOPBIX
OHH TPEBPATIJIVCh, CTOWJIO UM MPUBECTU B KPETIOCTh JKEHIIMH.

— W 310l (ppas3oit Tel MHE LIEJIBIX TP HIYTKH UCTIOPTUIL. DX, ¢ TOOOW HE TIOBECEUIIIBCS.

O ToMm sxe mogyman u A3poH, koraa OnuBuUs yIIOMsIHY/IA TIPO TpH cBouXx skenanus. [lo Hero-
HSTHOM MPUYMHE MOATBEPKAECHHE JIOTAIKHM €ro pacCTPOMJIO.

— TopuH, Onke K ey, TOXaTyHCTa.

— Xopormo. TBoii aHren yxe cosnaan npoodnemy. HekoTopble U3 HaC XOTAT OT Hee M30ABUTHCS,
Apyrue — OCTaBUTh 3J1ech. S momIepKMBa0 BTOPYIO KOMaHAy W CYMTAIO0, YTO CTOUT IPUBJIEYD ee Ha
CBOIO CTOpPOHY, MpEkJe YeM HM3-3a TeOs OHAa HAaC BCEX BO3HEHABHIWT M HAYHET MOMOTaTh HAIlUM
Bparam.

— JlepKHCh OT Hee MOJAIbIIIE.

Aspony He xoTenochk 1 61m3Ko noamyckars TopuHa Kk OnuBun. brarogapsi cBoum GesToKypbIM
BOJIOCaM, YepHBIM OpOBSIM U 3eJICHBIM HACMEIILTUBBIM IJIa3aM 3TOMY KpacaBUMKY Jaxe He HYKHO
ObLIIO MPUKACATHCA K KEHIIMHE, YTOOBI 3aBOEBATH €e.

TopuH 3akarui rmasa.

—Bbongan! Tebe ciemoBaso Obl GaronapuTh MEHs, a He yrpoxkars. 1 Kak pa3 v mpHIles cKasaTb,
4yToOBI THI ee crpsitai. [Iotomy uTo YMiIbsiM ToXke BBICTYMAeT 3a TO, YTOObl OHA OCTasach, TaK KakK
TUIAHUPYET CaM 3aHSThCS ee OOONbIIEHUEM.

VYunbsm. BeccMepTHBIN, TOMENTaHHBIN Ha cekce. YepHble BOJIOCH! U royOble I71a3a, elne Oosee
nopounsle, yeM y ToprHa. Bbicokuii, MyCKy/IMCTBIN ¥ HEOOY3/1aHHBIN BOWH, CKPBHIBAIOIIHIA ITOJT OJIEK-
0 COBEPIIIEHHO OCOOBIE TATYUPOBKM: KPECT HAJl CEPALIEM U KapTa COKPOBHIIL HA CITHE, €CJIU MaMSITh
Aspony He n3MeHsieT. Kapra COKpoBHIIl TSHETCS BIOJIb pedep, CIyCKasCh HUXE MOSICHULIBI TIPSIMU-
KOM K «30HE pa3BJI€YEHUI».

INo coBaM CMEpTHBIX JKEHIIUH, YWIbsIM — HACTOSIIMIN CUJIA4 ¥ JIIOOUTEIb TOPa3BIEUbCs.

OnuBHYM OH, OXATYH, TOHPABUIICS OBI.
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A>3pOHY BIpPYT 3aXOTEJIOCh BIeYaTaTh YWIbsIMA B CTEHY, YTOOBI MOANOPTUTH €r0 CMa3JIUBYIO
MopralKy. PaHpllle y Hero HUKOria He BOHUKAJIO TAKOIO KeJlaHUs, XOTs SIpocTh HACTOIUMBO Tpe-
OoBaJI HaKa3aTh OECCMEPTHOr0, Pa3OMB €ro cepiie Ha COTHU KYCOYKOB TaK ke, KaK OH IMOCTYITUII C
coTHsAMU xeHIMH. [IpaBna, SIpoctb xoTesn, 4ToObl ASPOH BEPILIII IPABOCY/HE C TIOMOIIBIO KWHKaJIA.

OH Bcerga CONpOTHBIISUICS KEJIAaHUSIM CBOETO JIEMOHA, IOTOMY YTO €My HpaBWJICS YWIIbSIM,
KOTOPBI, XOTh U HE SABJISJICS HACTOSAIIMM Brangpikoii, B 6010 HUKOra He moasoaui. M He ocTaHas-
JIMBAJICS JTaXe repes] yOuMCTBOM.

«B otcytcTBue JlernoH Tedst Tak U TSHET MOAPAThCs, BOT U Bce». a yx. OH sIBHO OanaHcupyeT
Ha rpaHM.

— Cnacu6o, TopuH, 4TO TpeaynpenuT HacueT YUJbsMa, — cKa3ajl A3pOH, CTapasich, YTOOBI
roJIoC €ro Nnpo3Byy4asi HacMelnuMBo. — Expa mm OnuBus 3aaepKuTcs 34€Ch HAJOMIT0, TaK YTO HUKTO
HE yCIIeeT ee 0uapoBarh.

— YunbsiMm, HECOMHEHHO, OTBETUJI Obl TeOe, UTO €My XBATHT U HECKOJIBKUX CEKYH[I.

«He pearupyii». X0Ts1, OKaXuCh ceiiyac YUibsM NOOIM30CTH, A3POH C YIOBOILCTBUEM «CITY-
YaifHO» TOTepsisT Obl KOHTPOJIb HAJl IEMOHOM SIpOCTH, TIO3BOJIMB €My HaKOHell 100paTbcs 10 Oec-
CMEPTHOTO.

SIpocTs 0nOOpHUTENHHO 3aypyall.

— U Bot emie uto, — o6aBui ToprH, BHOBb PUBJIEKAst €ro BHUMaHKe. — Pa3 yxk Mbl 3aroBOprIIn
0 MOMEIIAaHHBIX Ha cekce, To [Tapuc mpocuin nepeaats Tede, uto ceronHs JIlocheH TenenopTupyer ero
B IOpOJ] Ha TIOMCKU eHIIMHBL. I ocTaBUT TaM /10 yTpa.

— Xoporo.

OcraBasnioch HaIesAThCA, YTO 3aXJIECTHYBIIee A9pOHA YYBCTBO OOJIErYeHUs HE UMEEeT HUYEro
o6rrero ¢ TeM pakrom, uyto [lapuc Oyaet HaxooUThCs Aaneko ot OIUBHH.

— JiocheH oOHapy KT Kakue-HUOYAb CJIeIbl OXOTHUKOB, MTOKa ObLT TaM?

— He-a. Hu Ha xonwme, Hu B Byne.

— Xoporio, — NOBTOpWJI A3pOH, CHOBAa MPUHSBLIMCH pacXaXuBaTh MO KOPUOOPY U3 yIjia B
yroji. — A Kak HacueT TeMHOBOJIOCOW KEHIIIVHbI?

— Huuero, Ho [Maprc nooGeman npogokKuTh ee MOMCKU. Kak TOIBbKO BOCCTAaHOBHT CHUTBI, pasy-
meetcsi. Keratu, 06 yrpate cui. [apuc ynmomsiHys, 4To aHresl paHeH. XOuelllb, sl MOIMPOIIy KOro-
HUOYb IPUBECTH JOKTOpa?

Ha ux s13bIke «IpUBECTH» 03HAYAIIO «TIOXUTUTH>.

— Her. Ona cama ucuenurcs.

Hexortopoe Bpems Hazaj Bnaablku MbITaMCh 3apyYUTHCS YCIyraMy OCTOSIHHOTO JOKTOpa, HO
TietHo. Terneppb u3-3a GepeMEeHHOCTH DILIMH BOMPOC BCTal KpaitHe ocTpo. HUKTO He 3Ha, Kem
OyzneT peOEHOK — CMEPTHBIM WJIM JIEMOHOM, — TIOSTOMY Bpada CJIeJOBajJlo BHIOMPATh KpaiiHe OCTO-
POXKHO.

OXOTHUKHM, KaK HEJABHO BBISICHUIOCH, TOJAMU CKPEIIMBAIM CMEPTHBIX U OECCMEPTHBIX,
BBIBOJISI pacy JIETeH-MONIyKPOBOK B HAJIEK/Ie CO3/1aTh Hemobenumyto apmuio. Pedenok nemona Hacu-
JWst cTaul OBl IIEHHBIM MTPU30M, KOTOPBII MEeUTaeT 3aroyIUTh JII0OOON OXOTHHUK. A HEHaJIe)KHBIN TOK-
TOP C JIETKOCTBIO NIEpeIacT CEKpeThl Biaagplk ux Bparam.

TOpuH COUYBCTBEHHO MOKAayasl TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO ASPOH CIWIIKOM TJIYI, YTOOBl MBICTUTh
31IpaBo.

— Tw1 yBepeH, uto oHa cama uctenutcsi? Ee ke BBIIBBIPHYIU ¢ HeOec.

— Hac toxe BBIIIBBIpHY/IM ¢ HEOEC, HO Mbl BBI3IOPABIMBAEM TaK ke ObICTPO, KaK M MpeKIe.
Jlaxe MOXeM OTpacTUTh HOBbIE KOHEUHOCTH.

Yewm ceituac u 3anumaetcs ['uieoH, ogep:xumsbiid iemoHoM JIxu. Bo Bpemsi ociieiHen CThIuKu
C OXOTHUKaMH BOMHA MOWMAJTH U KECTOKO IMBITAIN, YTOOBI BBIYAUTH MH(OPMALIUIO, KOTOPYIO, BIPO-
YeM, OH TaK M He PacKpblI. B OTMECTKY OXOTHHKM OTCEKJIM eMy 00e pyKH.
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I'meoH Bce elie MPUKOBaH K TIOCTENH, TIOCTETICHHO CTAHOBSICH JIIS1 BCeX OOJIBIION 3aHO30H B
3aqHULIE.

— NHTepecHas Mbicib, — ckazan TopuH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 criajibHu A3pOHA pa3jalics KeHCKUN KPUK.

A3poH 3amep Ha MecTe, a TOpUH OTTOKHYJICS OT CTeHBI U BhIIIpsAMUJIcs. Korya Kpuk paszniasncs
CHOBa, 00a yxe Oexanu K KoMHate, XOTs2 TOpUH 3HAUMTeIbHO OTCTaBaI. PHIBKOM pacraxHyB JIBEpb,
A3pOH NepBbIM BOPBAICS B CHAJIBHIO.

OnuBus NO-TIpe)KHEMY JIeKasla Ha JKUBOTE, HO Tereph MeTanach 1o Kpoatu. Ee Beku ObuH
CMeKeHBI, a TIOJI IJIa3aMHU, TIOMUMO OTOPAChIBAEMBIX PECHHIIAMU TeHEH, OSBUIUCH CUHSKU. CITyTaH-
HbI€ TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI PACCHINAJIKMCH TIO TIJIeYam.

Ee mnaree, oueBUIHO, caMO ceOs1 BBIMUCTUJIIO, U CJIEIBl KPOBH MOUTH HUcues. OIHAKO Ha TOM
MeECTE, II€ MOIJIU 6[;1 Ha4daTb paCTI/I KprIb}I, TIIOABUJINCH IBA HOBBIX HpKO-KpaCHbIX IIATHA.

OnuBHIO Tep3aJu IEMOHBI.

Ona yyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MX KJIBIKM BIMBAIOTCS B KOXY, JKaJISAT, PBYT TeJo Ha yactu. Omymiana
MOKPHIBABIIYIO MX YellyidvaThle Tejla JIMIKYIO CIIU3b U OOKHUraoiiee cMpagHoe apixanue. Crplinana
JIMKYIOIIUNA CMEX, OT KOTOPOTo €€ MyTHUJIO.

— CMmoTpu-Ka, 4To £ HallleJl, — 3aXUXUKaJ OAMH.

— KpacuBslil aHrenouek cBajviics NpsMo K HaM B PYKHU, — (PBIPKHYJI IPYTOM.

B BO31myxe BUTAMM XJIOMbSI CEPBHl M TPYXHU, a HO3IpH, Koraa OnvBUS MOMBITANACH BIOXHYTH,
3anonHmIo 3n0BoHue. Ee Tobko uTo Hu3Bepriu ¢ Hebec. O0maka pacCTyNnuInCh y Hee ToJ] HOTaMu, 1
OHa I10JIeTesIa BHU3. .. BHU3, B HEU3BECTHOCTh, OTYASIHHO MOJIOTSI PyKaMU U HOTaMM, MbITAsICh 32 YTO-
TO 3aLIENIUTHCS, KaK-TO 3aMeUIUTh NaJeHue. .. [loroM HakoHell yBu/iena 3eMJTo, HO M Ta pa3Bep3/1ach,
1 aJICKOE IUIaMs MOIVIOTUJIO €€ LIEJIUKOM.

— DTO aHres-BOUTENb. Y HEE 30JI0ThIe KPbUIbSI.

— Vike Her.

Ee notsiHy M 3a KpbUIbsi C YIBOEHHOM keCTOKOCThI0. ONMBUSI MUHATACh, OWJIACh U Jake Kyca-
J1ach, TIHITASICh BBIPBATHCS, UTOOBI YO€KaTh M CIPATATHCS, HO €€ YCHIIUS MPOTAId AaPOM — IEMOHOB
ObLJIO CJTMIIIKOM MHOTO, J1a ¥ HEpPOBHAsI KAMEHUCTasi MECTHOCTh ObLTa el He3HAKOMA, TaK 4YTO BPs[ JIU
oHa cymena Obl CKpbIThCsl. CyXOKMIIUS KPbUTbEB HAYAJIM PBATHCS, ¥ OOXKHUTA0IIast O0JIb OXBATHIIA BCE
€e CyILECTBO, MOIIONIasl CO3HAHUE, ITOKA B FOJIOBE HE OCTAJIaCh OJIHA-€AMHCTBEHHAS MBICIIb: JIyYllle
yMepETb, TOIBKO Obl ITU MBITKU MPEKPATUIUC.

«[loxanyiicra. [laiite MHE yMeEpeTh».

[Nepen ria3amu 3aKpyKUIMCH 3BE3/IbI, M 3TO ObLIO €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA €Ille MOIJIa BUJIETh.
Bce ocranbHOe norpysuiock Bo TeMy. ThMa — 3TO Xopoio, 310 kenaHHo! Ho Bokpyr no-npexHemy
3By4aJsl CMEX, U €€ MPOIOJIKAJIM TSAHYTh 32 KpbUlbsd. Y OJIMBUM 3aKpyKUIACh r0JI0Ba, KEIyI0K CKpPY-
THJIA TOLIHOTA.

[Touemy oHa He ymepiia? 3aTeM OJHO U3 KPbLIbEB OTAEIUIIOCH OT Tena, U ONuBUSA 3aKpUvasia ot
CUJIbHEHIIIeH O0MH, epepociiiel B HACTOSIIITYIO aroHuio. [laxke cMepTh He PEKPATHUT STUX CTPaJaHui,
1 oHM OynyT npecienoBaTh OMMBHIO U B 3arpoOHOM KU3HU.

3a mepBbIM OBICTPO TOCIIEJOBAIIO BTOPOE KPBLIO, X OHA BCE KpHuasia, Kpuyajia U Kphyasa.
Knbiku paspeiBaim ee ofiexay, CijbHee MOBpek/1asi KOXKy, BIIMBAsCh B CBEXKUE paHbl Ha crivHe. Hako-
Hell ee BbIPBAJIO PaliCKUMM (PPyKTaMu, KOTOPBIE OHA €J1a STUM YTPOM.

— Teneps THI yXe He Takasi MUJIEHbKasl, KaK paHblIle, a, BOUTEIbHUIIA?

Ubu-TO pyKU CTUCHYJIM €€, KacasiCh TaM, IJie HUKTO IpexJe He Kacaics. Cne3bl KaTUuch 1o
ee IeKam, Moka oHa, OeCroMoIITHas, Jiexaia Ha 3emie. Bot u Bce. Teneps oHa TouHO ympet. Hako-
Hell-1o. [IoToM CKBO3b OKpykarlliee ee MOpe ThMbI IPOOMJIACh MBIC/Ib: OHA OTKa3ajach OT CBOEH
MIPEKPACHON KU3HH TOJIBKO AJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI YMEpETh B ajly, TaK U HE y3HAB HACTOSIIIEH PaJOCTH U
He MoObIBaB B 00bsATHSIX AdpoHa. Her. Her!
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«ToI cunbHas. Bopucs xe!» Ila. la! Ona cunbHas. OHa Oynet 6opoTtbes. OHa Oyper. . .

— OnuBus!

XOpoI1110 3HAKOMBIN CYPOBBII TOJIOC TPOHUK B CO3HAHUE, MTHOBEHHO BHITECHUB HEHABHCTHbIC
BOCIIOMHUHAHUSI, 00Jb U CKOpOb. OCTAaBUB JIHIIb PEITMMOCTb.

— OnuBuS, NPOCHUCH!

C HEKOTOpBIM OOJIErYeHHEM OHa OCO3HAJIA, YTO TO BCErO-HABCETO KOIMIMApHBIM COH. Jlioasim
JOBOJIBHO YaCTO CHATCS CTpalliHble cHbl. Ho HeT, 3TOT Kolmap — He poCTo BU/IEHNE, & HATIOMUHAHKE
O BpPEMEHHU, ITPOBEICHHOM B afy.

OsnuBus NOHSA, YTO BCe ellle MeveTcs o KpoBaT. CriHa FOPUT OTHEM, TOKPBITOE CUHSKaMU
TeJI0 OOJIUT, MBIIIIIBI CBOAUT cynoporoi. OHa ¢ TPyJOM pasJienuia BeKH, 3acTaBisisl ceOsl yCIoKOo-
uthesi. OHa 3apIXaeTcs, BKarasi B Marpac rpy/b ObICTPO MOJHUMAETCS M OTIA/IAeT, a BO3AYX OOKHUIraeT
HO3JpU ¥ Topiio, OyATO Tyaa monajgaet Kuciota. OT cTpysimerocs o Koxe MoTa IuiaThe HAMOKJIO U
MPUJMILIO K Teny. biarocioBeHHOe olenieHeHre, OLyIAaeMOe €10 PaHbIlIe, MOTHOCTBIO UCUE3TIo, U
Terepb YyBCTBA OOOCTPUIIKCH JIO TIpe/iena.

CmMmepThb, MOKATYH, cTama Obl JTyUIIIAM BBIXOIOM.

A>3pOH CHOBa CHJIUT BO3JI€ KPOBAaTU Ha KOPTOYKAX U cMOTpUT Ha Hee. Ele onuH MyxuunHa —
OnuBHsI BCIOMHMJIA, YTO €ro 30BYT TOPUH, — CTOMT 10331 A3pOHa U CMOTPUT Ha Hee Oe3yMHBIMU
3€JICHBIMU [JIa3aMHU.

«Jlemon», — nogymana Onususi. Topun nemon. Kak u te, kto BbipBai el Kpbuibs. Kto gorpa-
TMBAJICS JI0 €€ Tesla U My4uJI ee.

[TpoH3uTENBbHBI KPUK BHIpBAJICS U3 ee OosbHOrO ropia. Eil HyxkeH A3pOH, TOIbKO A3pOH,
MOTOMY YTO OCTaJIbHBIM OHa He JoBepsieT. He xouer, 4yToObl KTO-TO Apyroi Buaen ee ceivyac. Oco-
6enHo nemoH. To, uro caM A3pOH ofiepkuM JeMoHOM SIpocTh, HUUYero He MeHsieT. [[ins Hee OH
ocraercs npocto Asponom. Ho Bce, 0 uem OnuBus ceityac Moryia gymars, Iisas Ha TopuHa, — 3T0
Yyelyinyarsle JIamsl, LUILTIONIME €€ COCKU U ITPOHUKAIoIIMe Mexay Hor. CTpaliHo NpeIcTaBUTh, YTO
HATBOPWJIM Obl TH JIAIlbl, HE HAYHHU OHA COTIPOTUBJISITHCS.

Cormporusnstecsi! Bor umenHo! OnmBus onbiTanach MHYTh TopuHa, HO MPOKJIsATast Hora oec-
CWJIBHO yIaJjia Ha KpPOBATh — MBIIIILIBI CJIMIIIKOM HallPSIKEHbl M OTKA3bIBAIOTCSI HOPMAJIbHO (DYHKLIMO-
HupoBaTh. OHa coBepieHHO OecriomorHa. OnsaTh. Bexmun cMmemmancsi ¢ KpuKoM, ropiio CAaBUIIO, U
OnuBHSI MOMBITATIACH BCTaTh C KPOBATU M OPOCUTHCS B 00BATHSL ASPOHY, HO caboe Teso Mo-Tpex-
HEMY OTKa3bIBaJIOCh TOBUHOBATHCA.

— IlycTb OH yizeT, mycTh yUJET, yCTh YI/IET, — CHOBA U CHOBA BBIKPUKMBaJa OHA, 3apbIBILUChH
uoM B nionymiky. Eit 6put0o 60sbHO Jaske cMOTpeTh Ha BToporo Bragpiky. OHa cpa3y moHsiia, KTo
OH, HO HE 3HaJjia ero Tak XopoIlo, Kak AspoHa. 1 He xorena ero, Kak A3poHa.

A3poHa, KOTOPHIA MOXET MOMOYb €H, KaKk KakAylo HOYb MoMoraer cBoemy apyry Ilapucy.
A3poHa, KOTOPBII MOXKET 3alIUTUTh €€, KaK 3allUIIajl CBOI0 MajieHbKyIo JIernoH. AspoHa, KOTOpbIit
OIHMM CBOMM CBUPETIBIM BU/IOM OTIIYTHYJI €€ HOYHbIE KOILIMapHl.

CusbHble pYKM JIETJIM €/ Ha IUIeYd W YIACpKMBAJIM, HE JaBas CHOBA HauyaTb METAThCS I10
MOCTEJH.

— HI-t-m, tumre. Tuie. YCrokocs, a TO MOpaHMIITbCS elrie OOJbIIIe.

— Yo npoucxoaut? — cipocust TopuH. — Mory s1 yueM-HHOYIb TOMOYB ?

Her. Het-HeT-HeT. JleMOH Bce ellie 3/7eCh.

— Ilycts oH yiiner! 3acrass ero yittu. Ceituac xe! HemenneHnHo!

— 51 He nmpuumHIO TeOe Bpesa, aHreln, — MATKO ckazan TopuH. — 9 31ech, YTOOHI. . .

Knokouymas BuyTpu OnvBUM MCTEpUKA TPO3WIIA BOT-BOT BBIPBATHCS HA CBOOOMY, IIETTMKOM
MOITIOTUTH €€ Pa3yM.

— Ilycrs oH yitger! Tloxanyiicra, AspoH, ryctsb oH yiaet! I[loxamnyiicra!

Hwuskwii pbik BeIpBasics U3 ropiaa A3poHa.
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— IMpoknsatee, TopuH, BeIMETalCs OTCIOAA K 4epTsam codaubum. OHa He YCTIOKOUTCS, TTOKA ThI
31IECh.

[Mocbimancs TsoKem bl B3/I0X, B KOTOPOM 3ByYalia rmevajib, 3aTeM, cjiaBa 00ry, pa3aacs 3ByK
YAAJISIONIUXCS 11aroB.

— INocroit, — okmkHyn ToprHa A3poH, 1 OJIMBUM CHOBA 3aX0OTeJIOCh 3aKpuyarh. — Tenenop-
tupoBaics i JltockeH Ha THAX B [IITaTel, Kak TUIAHKPOBAJI, YTOOI KYITUTh TAUJICHON JISl KSHIMH?

— Hackomnpko MHe U3BeCTHO, J1a, — OTBeTvI TopuH.

«Onu eme u 6ecenyior? Ceituac?»

— Ilycts oH yiiger! — 3aBonuia Onusus.

— IlpuHecu MHe HECKOJIBKO TaONeToK ! — mpopeBest A3poH, epeKpUKHUBas ee.

JIBepb cO CKpHITOM OTBOpHIIaCh. HaKOHEII-TO IEMOH YXOIUT — HO OH BEPHETCS C YeJIOBEYEeCKUM
nekapctBoM. OnuBus 3axHbIKaia. OHa HE B COCTOSIHUM TEePEXUTH ITO enle pa3. OHa U Tak e/iBa He
yMepJa OT cTpaxa.

— IIpocto 3a06pock my3bIpek B KOMHATY, — 100aBUI A3POH, Oy/ITO MPOYTS €€ MBICIIH.

«Bnaromapio Te6s, mutocTuBbiii Bor Ha HeGecax». [[Bepb CO MIETYKOM 3aKpbliach, U ONuBHUs
c obreryeHreM OTKHUHYJIACh Ha MaTpac.

— OH ymien, — MSTKo ckazajl AspoH. — Tenepb 3/1eChb TONBKO ThI U 1.

OHa Tak CUJIBHO JIpoXkaJjia, YTO KPOBaTh MO/ HEW TPsICach.

— He nokupait mens. [oxanyiicra, TOIbKO HE IOKUIAl MEHSI.

CBoeit Monb0Ooi ONMBUS JIMITHUKA pa3 TIOKa3biBajia, HACKOJIBKO cyiaba, HO el ObLIO BCe PaBHO.
Omna HyxJaetcst B A3poHe.

OH npUryIa Ul BIKHYIO OT TOTa NIPsIIh BOJIOC y Hee Ha Brcke. Ero mpukocHOBeHUE 0Ka3aJloch
TaKUM ke MATKHAM, KaK ¥ TOJI0C. A9POH, KOTOPOTO OHA 3HAET, He CTaJl Obl TOBOPHTH C HEW TaK JIACKOBO
1 JIOTPArnBaThCs JI0 Hee C TAKOW HeXKHOCTHIO. B 3Ty epeMeHy MouTv HEeBO3MOKHO IMOBEPHTh. [Tlouemy
e oH usMeHwics ? [Touyemy oOpariaercs ¢ Hell Tak ke, Kak CO CBOMMH JIPY3bsIMH, XOTSI OHa, 110 CYTH,
JUIs1 HETO vyxasi?

— Panbire ToI ipocuia, 9ToOBI 51 TeOsT OOHST, — CKa3asl OH. — Thl O-TIpeKHEMY 3TOTO XOYelllb?

— Ja.

O na. He BaxxHO, B 4eM IpUYMHA MOJOOHON cCMeHBI HacTpoeHus. Ceifuac oH 371ech U coOupaeTcs
JaTh ed TO, O YeM OHa TaK JIOJro MevTaia.

MeyieHHO ¥ OCTOPOXHO, CTapasiCh He TOJIKHYTh, A3POH ceJl Ha TIOCTeJTb, a IIOTOM JIET PSIOM.
OnuBus MOAOABUHYJIACH K HEMY TaK, YTOOBI IMOJIOKUTH TOJIOBY HA €ro CHJIbHOE Topsdee Iiedo. 1o
JBVDKEHUE TIPUIMHUIIO el O0JTb U OTHSUJIO MOCTIeAHUE CHITBI, HO OBITh PSZIOM C HUM M HaKOHeIl KOC-
HYTBCS €T0... OHO TOTrO CTOMJIO. Bellb MMEeHHO 3a STUM OHa CIo[a Y TPUIILIA.

ASPOH TIOJIOKWII PYKY €i Ha MOSICHUILY, CTapasiCh HE 3a/IeTh PaHbl HA CIHMHE.

— IMouemy ThI He uctensenbess, OMuBUA? — CIPOCKIT OH, KacasiCh TEIIBIM JbIXaHUEM ee JI0a.

Eit HpaBWOCh, Kak ASPOH MPOU3HOCUT ee MMs, — U KaK MOJIMTBY, M KaK MOJILOY OJHOBpe-
MEHHO.

— 41 xe Tebe ckazana, MeHs U3rHaIM ¢ HeOec. Terneph 5 OMHOCTHIO YeJIOBEK.

— [TonHOCTBIO YeNoBEK, — MOBTOPWJI OH, HANpArmKch. — Her, Takoro Tel MHe He roBopwia. 51
OBl TOT/1a TIPUHEC TeOe JISKAPCTBO TOPa3io PaHbIIIE.

B ronoce ero 3Byvana BuHa. Buna u ctpax. OnvBHS He TOHsUIA, YTO €ro MCIyrajio, HO Obuia
CJTUIIIKOM U3MOTaHa, YTOOBI CIIpaIIuBaTh. A 3aTeM 1 BOBCe 3a0bl1a 00 3TOM, KOT/ia B IEHTPE KOMHATBI
3aCUsT THTAPHBIN CBET, Pa3pacTasiCh, CTAHOBSCH BCe OOJIBIIIE. .. ¥ OOJIBIIIe. .. CBEpKAs TaK sIPKO, UTO
el PUIIUIOCH 3aKMYPHUTHCSI.

W3 custHus Matepuain3oBaiach (pUrypa KpymHoro MyCKyJIMCTOTO MYKUUHBI B OJIOM OJIesTHUH,
OYEHb MTOXOXKEM Ha ee COOCTBEHHOE. 3aTeM CTaJIU BUIHBI CBETJIBIC BOJIOCHI, HUCTIAAMOIINE HA MOTYYHe
ruteun. [Tpu Buze r71a3 rpeTta )KUAKOro OHUKCA U OieJHOU Koy QMBS Oy THJIA JIETKUH YKOJT BUHBL.
[MoceHUMY MOSBUIIMCH CBEPKAIOIIUE KPbUThsI U3 YUCTOTO 30J10TA.
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OnuBwst XOTeNIa MPUBETCTBEHHO ITOMaXaTh PyKOM, HO CMOTJIA JIMIIb ¢1a00 YIbIOHYThCSI. MBI
Jlucanzap Bce e MpUIIes YTEIIUThb ee, IYCTh U B BOOOPaKeHHH.

— 41 cHoBa Buxky coH. Ho 310T MHE HpaBUTCA.

— I-11-1m1, TUNIe, — MpOIIenTal el ASpOH, — s 3/1eCh.

— U s Toxe. — JIucaHap OKMHYJ KOMHATY B3[JISIIOM, ¥ €70 I'yObl CKPUBIJIHCH OT OTBPAILICHHUS. —
K coxanenuio, 310 He coH. — OH, Kak Bcerja, TOBOPUJI IPaBAy, ¥ €ro rojoc 3Byyal Tak ke yBEpeHHO,
KaK Koraa-To 1y camoi OJBHH.

Hey:xenu 3to npourcxoaur HasBy ?

— 51 e Tenepp YeNOBEK U HE JIOJKHA TeOsT BUNIETh.

B pevicTBUTEIBHOCTH TO, UTO OHA €ro cervac BUAMT, UIET Bpadpe3 ¢ mpaBuiamu. Eciu Tonbko
Bor He pemmn ee Bo3HarpaauTh. Ho 3T0 ManoBeposiTHO, MpUHMMasi BO BHUMaHHE TO, YTO OHa
OTBEpIJIa CBOE HaCJIe1eE.

Jlucanap cMoTper eii B ria3a — Tak MPOH3UTENIBHO, Oy/ITO 3aryIsAbIBa MIPSIMO B AYIIY.

— 51 noman nporenre CoBety oT TBoero nMeHu. OHM COTTIACHUIIUCH 1aTh TeOe elrle OIMH IIaHC.
Tak 4TO YacTh TeOs1 MO-TIPEKHEMY aHTENIbCKAsi M OCTAHETCSl TAKOBOW Ha TIPOTSIKEHUH CIEIYIONINX
YeThIpHA/LIATH JIHEeH. B TeyeHue 3Toro cpoka Thl UMeEEIlb MIPAaBO MepeyMaTh U BEPHYTHCS Ha CBOE
3aKOHHOE MECTO.

[Tok mopaszwi ee, TOYHO yaap MOJHUU, OOKUTAIONIMIA Y UCTICTIEISIIOIINA.

— 41 He nonumaio. — Ertie H1 oMH NaAIIMI aHTell He YJOCTauBaJICsl BTOPOTO IIIaHCca.

— Heudero Tyt noHnMars, — ckazana A3poH, BCe ellle MbITasiCh YCIOKOUTD ee. — 5 ¢ TOOOI.

— 4 Benp omuH 3 Cemepbix M30panHbix, Onmusus. [lostomy, korma s monpocui st TeOs
YeThIPHAIIATh JHEH, TeOe MX 1aIr. DTO BPeMsI Thl MOKEIIb TPOBECTH 3/1ECh. . . HACIATUTHLCS KU3HBIO.
A moToM HYKHO BEepHYThCs Hazal. — B ronoce Jlucanapa 3Bydana obusia Ha y9eHHMILy 3a TO, YTO OHA
He JIorafajiach O MOJAralolIyXcsl ero CTaTycy NpUBUJIETHUIX.

Ona ynoBUJIa Takke W HOTKM HAJIXK[bl, oredaiuBinve ee. BeiOpaB AspoHa, oHa coxasiena
JIMIIb O TOM, YTO MPpUYMHMIIA O60Mb JIMcaHapy, STOMY yAMBUTEILHOMY BOUTENO. Benpb OH oouT ee
1 KeJlaeT e TOJBKO Jo0pa.

— MHe kaJib, HO 51 HE IIEpeyMalo.

Takoii otBeT ommenomu Jlnucanapa.

— Iaxe Korza 3Toro 6eccMepTHOro y Te0s OTHUMYT?

OnuBus efBa cliepkanach, 9ToObl He 3arUlakaTh OT cTpaxa. «f He roToBa MOTepATh erox». Ho
OHa Tak cyaba, YTo HUYEeM He MOXKET MOMOYb A3POHY, M 3HAeT 00 ITOM.

— IToromy THI. ..

— Her-Her, ycriokoiicsi. { mpuiiien ciofa He 7151 TOTo, YTOObI €ro YOUTh. — OH He CKa3al «IOoKa»,
HO 3TO TIOPa3yMeBaJIOCh caMO cOOO0M. — EciM Thl peluIb OCTaThCsi, TO HOBOTO Majiaya BHIOEPYT 110
WCTEUYEHUH OTBEJCHHBIX TeOe YeThIPHAIIIATH THEH.

UYro %, 3HAUUT, OHA MPOBeJIeT ¢ ASpOHOM JBe Hezienu. He Gorbliie 1 He MeHbIle. DTOro IOKHO
OBITH JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 3aMIACTHCh BOCMIOMUHAHUSIMU Ha BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS XU3Hb. ECi, KOHEYHO,
ynactesi yoequtb A3poHa OCTaBUTH ee B KperocTH. OH Belb TaKOW YIPSIMBIHA. . .

OsnuBuS B3I0XHYJIA.

— Cnacu6o, — ckazana ona Jlucannpy. — 3a Bce. Thl He 00s13aH OBUT 3TO JeJIaTh JIsT MEHS.

HagepHsika 3a TOnOOHYIO YCTYIKY €My MPHIIUIOCh SIPOCTHO MOBoeBaTh ¢ COBETOM, XOTh OH U
onuH u3 Cemepsix M36panabix. OnHAaKO OH J00UIICs cBOero, nogaprs OIMBUM BOZMOXHOCTb HAC/a-
JUTHCS CTOJb KEeJTAHHBIMU PAJOCTSIMH OOBIYHOM KU3HU M CTPACTHIO, TIPEK/IE YeM OHA CHOBA 3aiiMeT
cBoe MecTo B pato. OHa He crasia roBopuTh JIcanapy, 4To He BEPHETCS HU MPU KaKOM MCXOJIE.

BepHuch oHa yepe3 YeThIpHAALATH THEW, el OMNATh Mopydvar yOuTh A3pOHa, M OHA, KaK U
Mpek/ie, He CMOKET 3TO CHIENaTh.

— 41 mo6mo Tebs1. Hanetock, Th 310 3Haeb. M He BakHO, YTO OyJeT Jajbllie.

— OnuBus1, — IPOU3HEC SIBHO COMTHIN C TOJIKY A9POH.
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— OH He MOXeT HU BU/IETb, HU CJIBIIIATh, HM YyBCTBOBATh MeHsl, — nosiciu Jlucanap. — Ceityac
OH TIOHSUI, YTO Tl TOBOPUIIIL HE C HUM, U IyMaeT, Oy/To y TeOsl raJuTonuHanuu ot 6omu. — HactaBHuK
IIarHyJ K KpoBatu. — JloyokeH Tebe HaloMHUTD, JIMB, YTO 3TOT MyK4MHA — AeMOH. U onunieTBopsieT
co0o1 BCe TO, MPOTUB Yero Mbl OopeMcs.

— Kak u TBOS %eHIIMHa.

Jlucanap pacnpaBui MIMPOKME TUIEYM W B3JEPHYJA MONOOPOMOK. YIIpSMBIA BOWTENb e€e
Jlucannp. Kak u A3poH.

— BpsiHKa He HapyIaia HaIMX 3aKOHOB.

— Jaxe ecnu Obl U TaK, THl BCE PABHO 3aX0Tell Obl OCTaThes ¢ Hel. Thl Hates Obl Crioco0, Kak
3TO ClieNarh.

— OnuBus? — noBTOpUIT A3pOH.

Jlucanap He OOpaTUI HA HETO BHUMAHMS.

— INouemy ThI ipeAnoOYIa CMEPTHYIO KU3Hb ¢ HUM, OnuBusa? Paay HECKOMBKUX MUHYT B €r0O
00bATHAX ? DTO NMpUHECeT TeOe JMIIb CTPAJAHUS U pa30vuapoBaHue.

W cHOBa B ero cioBax Mpo3Byyasia HerpesokHas UCTUHA. JIOKb B UX MHUpe HE JOMyCKaeTcsl.
«Temnepp 3TO TOJIBKO €r0 MUP», — NEYAJIBHO MOAyMajia OHAa. TeM He MeHee el He XOTeJIOCh BEPUTh
Jlucanzapy. 3nech OHAa MOXKET JIeJIaTh TO, Yero Tak OTYastHHO *kenayia. OHa He TOJBKO MOMy4ria BO3-
MOXHOCTb KUTb, KAK CMEPTHBIE, HO M UyBCTBOBATh TaK €, KAK OHH.

JIBepb CriaJIbHU OTKPBLIACH, CrIacasi ee OT HeOOXOAUMOCTH OTBEYaTh, B KOMHATY BJIETe MaJIeHb-
KM TUIACTUKOBBIN My3bIPEK U PU3EMITIIICS Ha TIOJ PSAOM ¢ OOyTBIMH B CaHJaIiu Horamu Jlucanapa.

— Bort nekapctBo! — kKpukHYa ToprH U 3aXJIONHYI ABEPS, npeske yeM OMBHUs ycriena CHOBa
pacKpuuaThCs.

AspoH xoten ObUT10 NOAHATHCSA, HO OJMBUS HABATWIIACh HA HETO BCEM BECOM, yIepKUBas Ha
MecTe.

— Her, — nporoBopuiia oHa, MOpPIIACh OT OYEPEAHON BCIIBIIKHA 00, — OCTaHbCS.

OH Mor ObI OTTOJIKHYTB €€, HO He CTaJl.

— MHe HyxHO B3Th TaOneTku. OHM 006seryar TBoi0 OOJb.

—ITo3xe, — cKa3asa oHa.

Tenepp, y3HaB HE)KHOCTh TPUKOCHOBEHUI APOHA, TETUIO ero Tesla, YCIIOKauBaloIIue OObsATHS,
OnuBuHs He XOTesa pa3iiydaTbes ¢ HUM. [laxe Ha mur.

CHayana eyl 1okasasaoch, YTO OH IIPOUTHOPUPYET ee MPOochOy, HO CITyCTsi MTHOBEHHE OH pac-
crabuics u oOHsT ee Kperrde. OJMBHS IOBOJIBHO B3[IOXHYJIA M CHOBA IMOCMOTpEJIa B )KECTKHUE I71a3a
Jlucanapa. OH xMypuJcs.

— Bor nouemy, — obparmiiack OHa K HEMY.

Anrensl 1pyr apyra He oOHuMaloT. HaBepHsika Moriu Obl, eciiu O 3aX0Tesil, HO HUKOTa TakK
He JIenaoT. 3aueM Obl UM 3TO MoHaA00MI0ch? OHM Bellb CUUTAIOT APYT Apyra OpaTbsMU U CECTPAMH,
1 (PU3BUYECKOMY KEJIaHHIO B STUX OTHOIIEHUSX HET MeCTa.

— Y10 «BOT MoyeMy»? — cipocusi ASpoH, TO-TIPEKHEMY COUTBIH C TONKY.

— Botr nouemy Thl MHE HPaBHUIIIbCS, — YECTHO OTBETHJIA OHA.

OH HanpArcsi, HO POMOJTYAJL.

[Mpurypusimce, Jlncanap riaBHbIM ABUKEHUEM PaciPaBIIT KPbUIbsI, U UX 30JI0TO 3aCBEPKAIIO
B JIyHHOM cBeTe. OJJHO Tepo yrajio Ha MoJl.

— [Nompasnsiiicsi, Munasi, a TOTOM 51 BepHYch. Tebe 3aech He MecTo. Co BpeMeHeM Thl 3TO TOXeE
MOYYBCTBYEIIIb.
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I'naBa 5

B niepBy1o HOUb cBOero npeObiBaHus B Kperoctu OJMBUS YCHYJIA, €1Ba 3aKOHYMB CTPaHHBIN
pasroBop ¢ camoii co6oil. OHa CTOHaa U B3/bIXaja, My4dasich OT OOJIM, M MeTalach 10 KPOBaTH,
OTYero paszdepe/inia CBOM paHsl ellle CuibHee. A Ha BTOPYIO HOUb OISITh CTajla 00pMOTATh O JIEMOHAX.

— He tporaii MeHs1, Tbl, BOHIOUas TBapb. — Peiganue, Bexiumn. — [oxanyiicra, He Tporai MeHsl.

Ha TpeTpio HOUb BOLIAPUIIOCH 3JI0BENIEE MOTYaHUE.

AspoH nipeanoyen 66l MOJIbOBI.

Bce 310 BpeMsi OH HaxXOQWJICS PSIIOM — BBITUPAJ € MOT cO Jiba, oW BOJAOH C TOTYCHBIMU
TaOJeTKAMHM 1 JIaXe MTPOYUTAN BCIYX OMH W3 JIIOOOBHBIX poMaHOB [lapuica, xotss ONMBHS HUKaK He
orpearrpoBaia. EMy BoBce He XOTeJIoCh, UYTOOBI €¢ CMepTh OblIa Ha €r0 COBECTH.

Bornee Toro, A3poH xkeaj, 4ToObl OHA KCUe3yIa U3 ero KU3HU, U He BaXHO, KaK CUJILHO €0 TeJIO
pearupyert Ha ee 6m30cTb. Vi Ha Mbicu o Hell. OH He Jirall, TOBOpsl, YTO, KaK TOJIbKO BBI3IOPOBEET,
OHa JIOJDKHA OyzieT yiuTH. IMEeHHO 13-3a peakI|u ero Tela.

Xyxe Toro, u3-3a peakuuu ero geMoHa. He Ha Hee, a u3-3a Hee.

«Hakaxmu, — kaxercsi, B COTbIM YK€ Pa3 HacTauBaJl AEMOH. — Hakaxu Tex, KTO ee My4uuni».

Korma Ha A3poHa HaNOXWIM NPOKJIATUE KaXbl KPOBH, IEMOH pa3roBapvBaJl C HUM OJHO-
CJIOKHBIMM KOMAaHAAMHU Y TO U AEJI0 TPOELMPOBAJ B €0 CO3HAHUE CLEHbI Hacuins. OHAKO Nociea-
HUe TpH JHA ApocTh BAPYT MOMI0OUT 00IATHCS TMHHBIMU MPEAIOKEHUSIMU, K KOTOPBIM APOH ellie
He npuBbIK. Kyna aeBasicst noko#, BbI3BaHHBIM NosiBiieHMeM OnuBum?

Brno6aBok A3poH He ObLT YBEpEH, Yepe3 UTo €i MPUIIIOCh TPOUTH, KOT/a €€ BBIIIBBIPHYJIH C
HeOec, ¥ TIOKa He MO3BOJIsUT ceOe TO BBISICHSATH, BE/Ib TOT/IA BPSIL I CYMEET ylepKaTh CBOETO JIEMOHA
oT Bo3me3aus. OH U ceryac-To C TPYIOM €ro KOHTPOJIUPYET. A €CJIM y3HAET MpaBly, TO, BO3MOXKHO, U
HE 3aX0ueT OCTaHaB/IMBaTh. Eciii oH Koria-HUOyIb U OylIeT HaClakIaThCsl TEM, YTO TBOPUT SpocCTh,
TO...

«He HyXHO Tak 1ymaTb». ASpOH He XoTes BecTu cedsi ¢ OnuBuUel Msarye, yem ceiiuac, Kak He
KeJall, YToObI OHa ellle TITyOke MPOHKKJIA B €0 MBICIH U pellieHus. B ero ’u3Hu u 6e3 Toro xparaer
cnoxHocter. CBOMM MOSBJIEHUEM OHA JIMIIDb JOOABUIA HOBBIX.

OnuBus XOYeT BeceNuThCs, a AIPOH Jake 3HAUSHUs ITOTO CJI0Ba HE 3HAET U He coOupaeTcs
TPaTUTh BPeMs Ha BbIsICHEHUE. U coxaieHnid n3-3a 3Toro He UCIBbIThIBAET. YeCcTHO.

Ona xouer JI0OBH, HO ASPOH JIJISl STOW I/ COBEPIIEHHO He MOIXOomuT. PoMaHTHYecKyIo
MOOOBb OH TOYHO HUKOMY IPEJIOKUTh He MOKeT. OCOOEHHO XPYyIKOMY co3/aHuIo Bpone OnuBum.
N 06 31OM TOXE HE coxkayeer. YecTHO.

Omna xouet cBo6o/bl. BoT 310 A3pony 1o cuiiam eil mpeaoctasutsb. B ropoze. Eciu Tonbko oHa
HAKOHEI NOIIPaBUTCs, YepT ee aepu!

OHa 00s13aTe/bHO TIONPABUTCS, B IPOTUBHOM Cllydae, OOTM CBUIETENN, A9POH BCE-TaKH CITy-
CTUT CBOETO JIEMOHA C TOBOJIKA, IPUYEM CJIEJIAeT 3TO OXOTHO U Oe3 KOJIeOaHHI.

«Hakaxu. Hakaxu tex, KTO My4yu ee».

[Touemy nemony Apoctu tak HpaButcsa OnuBusA? OHa Belb €My HPAaBUTCS, B TOM HE MOXET
ObITh COMHEHUI. Bostbllie HU4YeM Henb3si OOBbSICHUTD €r0 KeJlaHhe aTaKoBaTh CYIIECTB, KOTOPBHIX HU
caMm A3pOH, HU €ro JIEMOH JIMYHO HUKOIA He BeTpedaid. OH MHOTO pa3MBbIILISIT Hall 3TUM, HO Tak
Y HE MpUIIET HA K KAKOMY 3aKTI0YEHHUIO.

A3poH notep pykou muo. M3-3a ero orkaza nokuaats Onusuio JllockeHy no-npexHeMy Mnpu-
xomutcst 3a60TuThes 0 [aprice U clienuTh, YTOOBI TOT JOJKHBIM 00pa30M KOPMUJI CBOETO JeMOHA.
A TopuH, B CBOIO 0o4epe/ib, CIEIUT 3a TeM, YTOOBl eCTh He 3a0bIBall A3POH, — 10 HECKOJIbKY pa3 B
JIeHb TIPUHOCHUT TIOJHOCH C €JJ0M, HO HU pa3y He 3aJiepXaJicsi B KOMHATE, YTOObI MOroBOpUTh. Eciu
OnuBHsA TPOCHETCA U YBUIUT OAEP)KAMOIO IEMOHOM bosie3Hu... A3pOH COBCEM HE XOTeN MOBTOPe-
HUS €€ MpeablaylIer UCTEPUKU.
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K HecyacTblo, XEHIIMHBI B KPENOCTH Y3HAJM O TMOSIBJICHUM aHTejia U BCEeW TOJIMOU SIBUJIHCH
nosuats OnuBuio. Ho A3poH HM OfiHY U3 HUX Jaxe Ha ropor He myctuil. HemsectHo, kak OnvBus
oTpearrpoBa’a Obl Ha X MPUCYTCTBHE. Kpome Toro, HU OIHA U3 HUX BCE PABHO HE 3HAET, KaK MOMOYb
a”resty. A3poH cripamvsail. JlagHo, saaHo. He cipammBai — npoperyat.

XOTs, MOkKaJyi, OH COrJIacUIICs Obl BbIIEPKaTh PUCTYIIBI TAHUKU OJIMBHHU, €CITH Obl B Pe3yJib-
Tare OHa NpuIIa B co3HaHue. Kakoro npsiBona oHa He npocbinaercs? Takas HenoaBuxHasl. .. OueHb
OCTOPOXHO, YTOOBI He TONKHYTh ONMBHIO, ASPOH TEpeKaTUiICs Ha CBOIO TOJIOBHHY KpPOBAaTH U
IOCMOTpEJ Ha Hee. BriepBble OHa He NpWIIbHYJIA K HEMY, a OCTaJlach JIeKaThb B TOM ke 103€, YTO U
panbie. Ee koka crana O1eHOM, MOYTH MPO3PAvyHOM, CKBO3b HEE OTUETIIMBO MPOCTYIAIA BEHBI.
Borocs! criyTanuch B ITUYbE THE3/10 BOKPYT TOJIOBHI, IIEKU BBAJIMJIVCH, & KPOBb 3areKJIach Ha UCKY-
CaHHBIX ry0ax.

Jlaxke B TakoM BHJIE OHA OCTaBaJIaCh HEBEPOSATHO KpacuBoil. VICTUHHOE COBEpILIEHCTBO, MyCTh
U B JIyXe «3alluiiai MeHs BeuHo». [Ipu B3risae Ha OnuBuio y Aspona 3aiemMuio B rpyau. He uz-3a
YyBCTBa BUHBI, HO M3-32 COOCTBEHHUYECKOT0, MPOOMPAIOIIETo O KOCTEH KeJIaHHs CTaTh ee 3alluT-
HUKOM.

OnuBHs JOJKHA BBI3JOPOBETH, & €My CIIeyeT OT Hee n30aBUThCs. Kak MOXHO ckopee.

— Ecnm Tak noiiger jaseliie, TO OHa CKOPO YMpET, — IPOpbIYajl OH, IJIsiis B IOTOJIOK, HE yBe-
PEHHBIIA, TOBOpUT Jiu ¢ ee Equapiv Borom mimm xe ¢ 6oramu, KOTOpBIX 3HAJT caM. — Thl 3TOro XouenIs?
UroObl OIMH U3 TBOMX AHTEJIOB MEPEeKUJI HEBOOOPa3UMBble MyUEHUs, Mpekae YeM MOruOHyTh? Thl
B€/Ib MOXEIIIb CIIACTH €e.

«[locmotpu Ha cebs1, — ¢ OTBpallleHHeM MogyMail A3poH. — YMOJsielb O JKM3HU Tak, Kak He
JieJ1aJl HA OJIMH CMEPTHBIN».

Ho naxe 3Ta MBICIIb €10 HE OCTaHOBUIIA.

— Ilouemy TbI He criacenib ee?

TyT 10 ero ciyxa fosneTes Npu3pavyHblil HAMEK Ha. .. pbluaHre? A3pOH HapArcs v MOTSHYJICA K
CTOJIMKY 3a KMHKaJIOM, BHUMATEJIbHO OCMaTpUBasi B3Is11oM KoMHary. Kpome Hux ¢ OnuBueit 31ech
Oonblie HUKOTO HeT. Hukakoe 00XecTBO He SIBUIIOCH, YTOOBI TOKAPATh €ro 32 HEYYTHUBBIH TOH.

[NocreneHHo A3poH paccnabuiics, pelyB, YTO HaYasl CKa3bIBaThCsI HEOCHIIL.

JlaBHO HacTymujia HOYb, U CKBO3b 3aCTEKJICHHbIE OAJTKOHHBIE IBEPU B CIIAJIBHIO JIMJICS CBET
JyHBbL. B ObUT TAKMM YMUPOTBOPSIOIIAM, 2 A9POH Tak yCTall, 4To eBa He mpoBaauics B coH. Ho
yaepxaics. Henp3d ceituac cnats.

UYro oH Oyzmer penars, ecu OnmuBus ymper? CraHer Jid oIlakuBaTh ee, Kak Ilapuc cBoio
Cuenny? Pazymeercsi, HeT. A9poH Belib coBceM He 3HaeT OnuBuio. Ckopee Bcero, OH Mo4yBCTBOBAI
Obl BUHY. Be30pexHbIii OkeaH BUHBL. Belb OHa criaciia ero, a OH He CMOT' OTBETHTD €i TeM Xke.

«Tbl ee He 3aCiTy)KHBaelllb», — [IPOLIEJIECTEN B €r0 I'0JIOBE IrOJI0C, U A9POH 3aMoprail. ITo roBO-
purt He SIpocTh — TeMOp CIIMIIIKOM HU3KUM, PE3KUH U, KaK HU CTPaHHO, 3HaKoMbIit. Heyxenn CabuH,
ofepxkuMbIil teMonoM CoMHeHusI, BepHyJIcs U3 Puma u Teriepb, Kak OOBIYHO HEYMBIIIJICHHO, TTBITA-
eTCs MOIIATHYTh €T0 YBEPEHHOCTh B cebe?

— CabuH! — psiBKHYJT APOH Ha BCAKHIA CITyYai.

Her orsera.

«OHa CIMIITKOM XOpoIIa Jisi TeOsT».

Ha stot pa3 fIpocth, BHE3aITHO OKMBUBLINCH, 3aMETAJICS Y HETO B TOJIOBE, YAApssICh O CTEHKU
yeperna.

3Haunt, 310 He CabuH. Bo-niepBbIX, ASpOH He CJIbIIIAT O BO3BPAIIEHUH APYra, a BO-BTOPHIX,
3HaJI, YTO TOTO U HE JIOJUKHO OBITh ellle HeCKOJIbKO Helenb. BroOaBok B 3THX (hpa3ax He 3Bydaso
JIMKOBaHUs, a IeMoH CaOWHa UCTIBITBIBAT HEBEPOSTHYIO PaOCTh, PACIPOCTPAHSISl CBOM sI11.

Ko ke 310 ckazan? Kto oOnamaer B1acTbio MBICICHHO TOBOPHUThH C HUM?

— K0 31€Cch? — TpeGoBaTebHO CIPOCUT ASPOH.

«3T10 He BaxxHO. ] mpwuiiesn, 9ToObl UCIIETIUTH €€».
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Hcuenuts ee? A9poH HEMHOTO pacciaduiicsi. TOT ToJI0C UCTIONHEH MpaBpl, Kak 1y OnvBuu.
MozkeT, 3T0 aHren?

— Cnacubo.

«OcTaBb CBOIO ONIarofapHOCTh Mpu cede, TEMOH».

Pa3Be MoxeT aHres roBoputh ¢ Takoi 3nocteio? Ckopee Bcero, HeT. Vm Hekuid 60r OTBETHI
Ha ero MoJibObI? A3POH CUell 1 3TO MPEINOoNIOKEHNE MAIIOBEPOSTHBIM. boram HpaBHUTCS SIBIATHCS BO
BceM OJiecke cBoero Benukosenvst. OHM He yIyCTId Obl BO3MOKHOCTH TOKA3aThCsl U MOTPeOOBATh
OnaropapHocTu. A Oyap 310 bor OnuBuM, BO3AyX Kak MUHUMYM BHOPHPOBaJT Obl OT UCXOASIIEH OT
Hero cuiibl. BMecTo 31oro. .. myctoTa. ASpOH HMYEro He YyBCTBYET U HE OIIYyIIaeT.

«$1 OT Bcei aymm HaJech, YTo, MPOCHYBUIMCh, OHA TIOMMET, YTO Thl HA CaMOM Jejie cOOOoM
MIPE/ICTABIISICIIIb>.

Tak Kak roBOpuBIIMI ObUT yBepeH, uTo ONMMBUSI TPOCHETCS, ASPOH He 0OpaTuil BHUMAHHUS Ha
3aByaJIMPOBaHHOE OCKOPOJIEHNE, CTOJb BEJIMKO OKA3aJ0Ch HAXJIBIHYBIIIEEe Ha HETrO OOeryeHue.

— U 410 *)e 51 coOoi MpeacTaBisiio?

He 10 4T00BI MHEHME HEBUMMKH BOITHOBAJIO ASPOHA, HO 10 OTBETY OH MOT JJOTaJIaThCsl, C KeM
pasroBapuBaeT.

«HWYTOXHBINA, TOPOUHBIN, 3TTOOHBIN, TIYIBIA, YIIEPTHIN, OE3HPABCTBEHHBIN, HEAOCTOWHBIN U
O0OpeYEeHHBII».

— Ha camom gene Thl Tak He qymaelib, — CyXO OTBETHJI ASPOH, HaJesiCh CApKa3MOM OTBJIEUb
BHUMaHMe COOeCeJHUKA, U TeM BpeMeHEeM MeIeHHO MPHUKpbUT ONMBUIO CBOMM TEJIOM, CJIOBHO
IIATOM.

37100HbBIA ¥ TIOPOYHBIA — 9TO Ka4yecTBa, NMpUITUChIBaeMble Brampikam oxotHukamu. Ho 3ti
Haraym Obl Ha ASpoHa, He TIOTPYAUBIIKCH MTPEAJIOKUTb TIOMOIIb. Jlake CBOei HaKMBKe.

OH cHOBa 3a1aJICsI BOIPOCOM, MOXKET JIM ITOCETUTENb, HECMOTPS Ha 3JI0CTb U SIBHYIO HEHABUCTb,
OKa3aTbCsl aHresaom?

B ronoBe ero cHOBa 3XOM pa3HECIOCh phlYAHME.

«TBOSI IEP30CTh JIMIIIL JOKA3BIBAET MOIO MPaBoTy. $1 mo3Bosmo OamMBuM y3HATH TeOs1, KaK OHA U
XOTeJa, TaK KaK PacCUMTHIBAIO, UTO €/ He MMOHPABUTCS TO, YTO OHA BBISICHUT. TONBKO. .. HEe 0OecuecTb
ee. Ecimu mocmeertis 310 czienath, s TOXOPOHIO TeOs U BCeX, KTO Tebe I0por».

— ¢ Obl HUKOT/IA HE. ..

«Tuxo. OHa ceiiuac mpOCHETCS».

COBHO B J0Ka3aTesbcTBO THX CJIOB OJIMBHS 3aCTOHaA. ASPOHA OXBATHJIO HEBEPOSITHOE,
HeoObsicHuMoe oOieryeHre. CIMIIKOM CHJIBHOE Ui TOTO, KTO YTBEPXKJall, YTO 3HATh HE 3HAeT
TOCTBIO U HE cOOMpaeTcsi ee OIUIaKMBaTh. B OMHOM OH He COMHeBaJcsi: KeM Obl HU ObUI ero code-
CEIHUK, OH JISVCTBUTEILHO HA/IEJIEH HEMAJIOW BJIACTHIO, Pa3 Tak ObICTPO BhIpBai OJNMBUIO U3 KOTTEeH
CMEPTEJIbHOTO CHA.

— Cnacu60, — cHOBa ckazai ApoH. — OHa cTpajasia He3acayKeHHO H. ..

«f xe Benen tebe momuarh! Ecim ocMenuibcs MOTPEBOKHUTH €€ BO BpeMsl HCIIENIEHUS,
JeMOH. .. BooOi11e-To 5 y’ke T0CTaTOYHO HaTepIielicsl OT TeOs i oqHoro Beuepa. Camoe Bpems Tede
IIOCIIaTbh>».

Kax 661 A9pOoH HM CONPOTHUBIISIICS STOMY MTPUKA3y, TEJIO ero OOMSIKJIO Ha KPOBATH B HECKOJIb-
KHX Jioimax ot OnvBum. [1a3a 3aKpbUIUCh, HABATMIIACH COHJIMBOCTD, YTSHYBINAS €ro, OpbIKaloIIe-
rocsi ¥ KpUyaliero, BO TbMy, KOTOpOW OH Ipexie oopagoBasicsi Obl. Tem He MeHee ThMa He TioMelasa
eMy oOHATh OJIMBHIO U TIPUBJIEYH K cede.

Ee mecto psiom ¢ HUM.

Bynyum He B cunax pasnenuTs Tskesble BeKu, OMMBUSA BBITSHYJIA PYKU HaJl FOJIOBOM M BBITHYJIA
CIIMHY, YyBCTBYSI, KaK HampspKeHHUe MOKKUIaeT MbIIbl. «Kak ke xoporo!» YIbIOHyBIIHCH, OHA TITy-
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OOKO B3[IOXHYJIA M OIIyTWJIA apOMaT SK30THUECKHMX CIIeNMi W 3ampeTHbIX panTasmid. [Ipexne ee
00JIaKO HUKOT/IAa HE TIaXJIO TaK... CEKCyaslbHO. 1 He ObUIO TaKKMM MOUYTH 10 HETPUIMYMS TETUTBIM.

Ei1 xoTenoch jexarh Tak LEJIy BEYHOCTb, HO aHresjaM JIEHOCTb HecBOHCTBeHHA. OnuBus
penia HaBecTuTh Jlncanapa. Eciv TobKO OH He Ha CEKPETHOM 33/IaHHH, KaK 4acTo ObIBAJIO, WU HE
3arnepcst co cBoert brsiHkon. [lotom oHa nonetuT B pacnonoxkeHHyo B bynanenire kpenocts. MHre-
pecHo, 4eM cerofns 3aiimercst Aspon? O4yapyer Jid ee B OUepeIHON pa3 CBOer MPOTUBOPEUUBOCTHIO?
[TouyBCTBYET /11 CHOBA €€ MPUCYTCTBUE, XOTs, 110 Ujee, He TOJDKEeH, MOTpedyeT JIi OT Hee sIBUTh ceOsl,
ropsi keJaHueM yOUTh?

OTH yrpo3sbl Bcerja paHuin yyBcrBa OMBHUY, HO OHA He BUHWIIA A3poHa 3a 3710¢Thb. OH Be/ib He
3HAET, KTO OHA U KaKOBHI €€ HaMepeHUs1. «X0uy, YTOObI OH y3HaJI MeHs». Ee cunTaior oueHs npusiie-
KaresabHOU M Mujio. Hy, no kpaiineit Mepe, 1pyrue anressl. OnuBus MpeCTaB/IeHNs HE UMEa, YTO
MOJIyMaeT O ee 0OJIMKe OAEPKUMBIH IEMOHOM OECCMEPTHBIN BOMH — €€ MOJTHAS TPOTUBOIOIOKHOCTb.

Bort Tonmbko A3poH BoBce He Kazasics eil jeMoHoM. Hukoum oOpazom. OH HasbiBaeT Jlernon
«JparolieHHON MaJIbIIIKOW», TIOKYNAET €il AUaJAeMbl U YKPAIIaeT CBOIO CHAJbHIO B COOTBETCTBUU C
ee BKycoM. Jlaxe morpocu apyra u coopata Magnokca cMacTepuTh 1)1 Hee KymeTky. Ty camyio, ¢
PO30BBIM KPYKEBHBIM MTOKPBIBAJIOM, YTO CTOUT PSAJOM C €r0 KPOBAThIO.

OnuBusi MedTasa, YToObl B €ro KOMHATe MOSBUJIACH KYIIETKA ¢ KPYKEBHBIM MOKPBHIBAIOM U
1U1s Hee.

«3aBucTh TeOE HE K JIMILY, — HATIOMHWJIA OHA cebe. — MokeT, y TeOs1 1 HeT TaKOW KYIIETKH,
3aTO ThI MOJAPUIIA CMEX M PAIOCTh OECUUCIICHHOMY KOJIMUECTBY JIIOAEH, HAY4MJIa UX JIIOOUTD KU3Hb>.
Ja, OnuBHS UCTIBITBIBAJIA OT STOTO OrPOMHOE yrnosjieTBopeHue. Ho... Teneps e xouercst OobIIero.
Bo3morkHO, OHa Bceraa xoTena OOJBIIero, MpoCcTo He OCO3HABAJIa 3TOTO JI0 CBOETO «IPOABMKEHUS
IO CITyXKOe».

«Kakas xe 4 xagHasi», — MogymMaja OHa CO B3JOXOM.

TBepnplil Kak KaMeHb, HO IIPY 3TOM ITIAAKUI MaTpac 1oj] Hell MOIIEBEINIICS U 3aCTOHAIL.

[Monoxaute-ka. TBepapiii kKak kameHb? [lomesemicsa? 3actoHan? MrHOBEHHO OYHYBIIIUCH,
OnuBus pacriaxHysna 71a3a. YBUIEHHOE — TOYHEE, He YBUJIEHHOE — 3aCTaBUJIO €€ pe3KO cecTb. Bokpyr
He ObUIO HU TOXyOOBaTOW ABIMKM OT MOAHUMAIOIIErOCs COJHIA, HU MSTKHUX IYIIUCTBIX OOJaKOB.
Bwmecto 3Toro ee B3opy npejcrania cajibHs ¢ HPOBHBIMU KAMEHHBIMU CTEHAMU, AEPEBSHHBIM I10JIOM
Y TOJIMPOBAHHOW MeOeJIbI0 BUIITHEBOTO JIepeBa.

W xymieTkoii ¢ po30BbIM KPYKEBHBIM ITOKPbIBAJIOM.

Ocoznanue mpousomeiero oopymmiock Ha Onusmio. «[lana. fd mana». OHa mpoBanUIacs B
aji, ¥ 1eMoHB!. .. «He nymaii o Hux !» OT MaseiIero BOCHOMUHAHMS O CBOMX MYUYMTEJISIX €€ HaulHaIa
ouTh 1poxb. «Terepp s ¢ AspoHom. f B 6e3omacHocT». HO eciim oHa NEeHCTBUTENIBHO CMEpTHas,
MI0YEMY €€ TeJIO KAXKEeTCsl TAKUM. .. 3[40POBbIM?

[Tpunuio HOBoe OCO3HAaHKUE — TIOTOMY UTO B IEICTBUTEIBHOCTA OHA HE YEJIOBEK.

[Tporiner yeTsipHaaUATh JHEN, BCIIOMHWIUCH €l cioBa JlucaHapa, mpeskae 4eM OHa yTpaTuT
CBOM aHresbckue yeptol. O3Havaer v 370. .. MOIJIM JI1 €€ KPbUIbS. . .

3akycuB ry0y, crpamach HauesTbess, ONMBUS 3aBeia PyKy Ha3al M KOCHynach crimHbl. To,
YTO OHA OUIYTHJIA, 3ACTABUJIO €€ TUIEUM OIYCTHUTHLCS OT OOJErYeHus U TPyCT OHOBPEMEHHO. PaHbI
3aKWJIM, HO KPbLJIbsl 3aHOBO HE BBIPOCIIH.

«Tol cpenana BeIOOp. W mosyumna orpesienieHHble OoCeACTBUs». [a, oHa 310 npuHumaet. U
BCE K€ CTPaHHO, YTO OECKphUIOe Telo MpHHAUICKUT ed. Teno, koTopoe He OyleT KHUTh BEYHO U
KOTOpPO€ B PaBHOM CTENEHU YyBCTBYET U IIOXOE, U XOpOILIIEe.

OnuBus nocremmia yoenquts cedsi, 4To Bce B nopsiike. Beab oHa B Kpernoctu Brnasibik, oHa ¢
A3poHOM. ASPOHOM, JieKaluM ceitac nox Heid. Kak 3a6aBHo. Jlo cux Mop ee HOBOE TeJIO UCITBITHI-
BaJIO TOJILKO IVIOXO€, U TENeph MPHILEIT Yepe] 1151 XOPOLIETo.

OnuBHst cKaTUIach ¢ ASpOHa U pa3BepHYJIAch, YTOOBI JIydile ero paccMorpeTb. OH elne cnai;
YepThl €ro JIMIA pacciaabuiInCh, OOHY PYKY OH 3aKHHYJ 32 TOJIOBY, a APYTYIO BBITSHYN BJIOJb Tela,
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TaM, Tje paHbine Jiexxana cama OmBus. OH oOHMMaI ee BO cHe. OHA MeuTaTenbHO YJIBIOHYJIAch, U
Ceplle ee HEUCTOBO 3aTperneTao.

®yT60nKM Ha A9pOoHE He ObLIO, M OCO3HAHKE ITOro (PaKTa 3aCTABUJIO €€ Cep/lle 3a0UThCS elle
cuibHee. ONMBUS criajia Ha ero MUPOKOU Pa3prCOBAHHOM I'PYIIH, OUIYIAs KPOIIEYHbIe KOPUIHEBHIE
COCKH, TYTU€ MYCKYJIbl ¥ BOJHYIOIIUH MYTIOK.

K coxanenuio, JKMHCH ASPOH He CHSUL. 3aTO CTYIHU ero Obuti 0ockl, 1 ONMBUS yBUENA, YTO
Aaxe MabIbl HOT Y HEro MOKPHITH TaTyrpoBKamMu. O4dapoBaTesbHO.

«QOuaposarensro? B camom nene? Yro ¢ Todoii TBOpHUTCs?» TaTynpoBKH Ha MasibIax u300pa-
Kam youTeix um monei. Tem He MeHee ONMBHUM XOTEIOCh OOPUCOBATH MAJIbIIEeM UX KOHTYphl. OHa
MpoBeJia pyKo# 1o 6adouke Ha rpyau. KOHYMKY KpbUlbeB ObUTM 320CTPEHHBIMU, YHHUTOXKAS JII0OOMH
HaMeK Ha XPYIKOCTb.

[TouyBcTBOBaB IPUKOCHOBEHUE, APOH B3A0XHYJ, U OnuBus otnpsHyaa. Hu 3a uro Ha cBete
el He XOTesIoch ObITh IOMMaHHOW Ha 3aurpbiBaHun ¢ HUM. Hy, 6e3 ero paspemenusi. [IBuxkeHue oka-
3aJI0Ch CHJIbHEE, YeM OHA PACCUMTHIBAJIA, M OHA CBAJIMIIACH C KPOBATH, IUIETHY/IACH HA MO ¥ OOJIBHO
ynapwiack. Boiocsl B3BMETHYJIMCH HaJ| ee JIMIIOM, U, OTKMHYB MX Ha3ajl, OHa OOHApYXua, 4To pas-
Oynuaa AspoHa.

OH cest Ha TIOCTENH U TeTepb CMOTPEI Ha Hee CBEpPXy BHU3.

CrnotnyB, OnuBHSI CMYIIEHHO NIOMaxaJla eMy NajblaMu:

—3-3... mobpoe yTpo.

[TpuiypuBIIMCH, OH OKMHYJI €€ B3IJISI0M.

— Tw1 BeII MG JTyutiie. HamHoro stydrie. — ['oioc ero Obi1 XpUIuisiM, BO3MOXKHO, TIOCIIE CHa,
a He OT CTPACTH, KaK OTYAsSHHO HaJlesiach Kaxaasl KJIeTouka ee Tena. — Thl ucuenmiach?

— Jla, criacu0o.

ITo kpaiineit mepe, OnuBus Tak aymana. Cepne ee HUKAaK HE YCMOKAWBaJIOCh, MTPOAOIKAS
outhes ¢ nepedosivu. B rpynu 6osernno. 1o cpaBHEHMIO ¢ TIepeHeCEHHOW OOJbI0 B CITMHE 3TO OBUIH
CyILIMe MYCTSIKH, HO BCE e HEeMPUBBIYHO. U kemyqoK OyHTYeT.

— Tr1 npomyunnack Tpu qus. U 4to, HUKakux ocnoxuenuii? Huuero ve 6omut?

— Tpu nusa?

Ona 1 He JorajpBaIach, 4To MPOIILJIO CTOIBLKO BpeMeHH. U Bce ke eil eBa JIM XBaTUJIO Obl
TpeX JHeH /sl TIOJTHOTO BBI3I0POBJICHHUS.

— Kak BbIILIO, YTO 51 COBEPIIEHHO BBI310pOBesia’?

A3pOH NOMpavHel.

— Iporwioit Houblo y HAcC ObUT rocTh. OH He MPeCTABWICS, HO CKa3all, YTo BbUleUnT Te0s. U,
MOXOXe, craepskai cinoBo. Keratu, s eMy He OHpaBHJICS.

— Moii HacTaBHUK.

Pazymeercs, ucnensaTh ee ObUIO MPOTHUB MPaBUJiI, HO Belb JIMcaHap momMorana coCTaBsATh 3TH
camble rpaBuia. M, KOHEYHO, 3HAJI, KaK MX MOKHO OOOUTH. AHres, KOTOpoMY He HpaBUTCSI ASpoH?
Touno JIucangp.

AspoH cHoBa orsizien ONMBHIO, CIIOBHO TBITasiCh OOHAPYKUTh HE3QKHBIIKE PAHbI, HECMOTPS
Ha CIIPaBeIMBOCTD ee 3asiBJIeHus. Ero 3paukul paclimpuiInch, M YepHOTA MOJTHOCTHIO MOTJIOTHIIA Kpa-
cuByIo (prosieToBylo paayxkkKy. He ot cuactes, a oT... spoctu? CHoBa? OnvBUS HUYETO HE ClIeNana,
YTOOBI YHUUTOKHUTD €r0 MPEKHIO HeXKHOCTb. MoxerT, JIncanap ckasasi eMy 4Tto-To oouaHoe?

— TBoe mnarpe. .. — XpHUILIO MPOU3HEC OH U OBICTPO MOBEPHYIICS K HEW CITUHOM.

Bzopy OnvBru npeacraia ero BTopasi TaTyupoBKa B BUjie 0a00uku. IHTEpecHO, KaKOBBI 3TU
3a0CTPEHHbBIE KPbUTbsl HA BKyc? Ee pOT HanoIHWICS CITIOHOM.

— Ilompass ero.

HaxwmypuBiuck, oHa ocMotpena cebs. KoseHu corHynmuch, U IiaTbe 3a1pajioch JO CaMOi
TaJIMM, OTKPBIB B3IJISLy KPOXOTHBIE Oesible Tpycuku. OH He HO/KEeH ObUT Ha 3TO CepAUTHCA. AHbS,

45



H. Ioyontep. «TemHas cTpacTh»

xeHa JliocheHa u OOTMHS AHApXUM, W30 JTHS B J€Hb HOCUT KyJa MeEHbIe Ofekabl. TeM He MeHee
OnuBusA HATSAHYNA MATKYIO CTPYSIIYIOCS TKaHb JIO JIObDKEK.

— Bce B nmopsake, — ckazajia oHa.

Korma AspoH moBepHYJICS K HEeH, ero 3pavku Mo-rnpekHeMy ObUTH pacimpebl. OH HaKJIOHWIT
roJIOBY HAOOK, OYITO 3aHOBO MTPOUTPHIBAJT KX Pa3rOBOp y ceOsl B FOJIOBE.

— 3aueM TeOe HACTABHHUK ?

ITO HECTIOKHO OOBSICHUTB.

— Kak u smioiu, aHTesNsl TOJKHBI YUUThCS BBIKUBATh, IIOMOTATh HYKIAIOIIMMCS, CPAKAThCS C
neMoHamu. Mo¥ HaCTaBHHK OBUT — ¥ OCTAeTCs — JIy4IlIMM B CBOEM pOjie, U MHE HEBEPOSITHO TIOBE3JIO
padoTarb ¢ HUM.

— HazoBu ero ums. — CiioBa mpo3ByYaid pe3Ko U rpy00, TOUHO yiap XJIbICTa.

OTkyna Takasi HeraTUBHAsl peakius?

— Hymaio, Bbl ¢ HUM 3HaKOMBI. Thl Beqb 3Haels Jlucanapa, na?

3pauku A3poHa HaKOHEI| YMEHBIIWINCh, M CHOBA CTAJIM BUHBI (PHOJIETOBBIE pagykku — Onu-
BUsI €/IBa HE YTOHYJIA B X HEBEPOSITHOU TITyOnHe.

— Jlucanap besHku?

dopMyMpoBKa BhI3BAJIA Y HEe YIIBIOKY.

— Ja. OH 1 KO MHE TTPUXOIKI.

— B Ty HOYb, KOT/Ia THI CJIOBHO cama ¢ COOO0U rOBOpHIIa, — IOHUMAIOITEe KMBHYJT A9POH.

— Ja.

N Jlucannp mnanupyet BepHyThcs. Ho 00 3ToM oHa ymonyania. HactaBHUK TIOOUT ee W He
TPOHET ASPOHA, BO BCSIKOM CJTydae IMoKa, Be/ib €0 CMEePTh, B CBOIO OUYepe/ib, TPUUUHIIIA ObI € O0JTb.
[To kpaitneit mepe, OnuBUS HETISIACH 32 3TY HAJIEKTY.

A3pOH HaxMypUJICH.

— OnuBHS, 3TU aHTEILCKUE BU3UTHI HAZIO IPEKPATUTh. Y HAC M TaK 3a00T XBAaTaeT — C OXOTHU-
KaMU Y C HATUMK JIeMOHaMU. XOTb JIucanap teGe 1 1omor, 3a 4To s OUeHb eMy OaroiapeH, s He
MO3BOJTIO, YTOOBI OH CHOBA BMEIITHBAJICS.

OnuBHS HE CMOTJIA YIIEPKAThCSl OT CMeXa.

— Hy, ynaum tebe.

[TeITaThCsl OCTAHOBUTH aHTEJIA — BCE PABHO UTO MBITAThCS OCTAHOBHUTH BETEP, IPYTMMHU CIIOBAMHU,
HEBO3MOKHO.

OH HaxMypuJIcs CHIIbHEE.

— Ectb xouenin?

CmMmeHa Tembl ee He 0OeCroKOmMIa, HAa0O0poT, el ObUIO MPHUATHO. ASPOH YaCTO MPOIEbIBAT
MoIo0HOe C MPy3bsIMH, Oe3 MpeIypeskAeHNs epecKakuBasi C OMHOTO Ha JIpyroe.

— O pa. Ymuparo ot ronosa.

— Torna st Tebs MOKOPMITIO, TIPEXkJIe YeM OTBECTH B TOPO[l, — CKa3asl OH, CITyCKas HOTHM Ha TIOJ
Y TIOMHUMASICh C KPOBATH.

OnuBus MpoAoKaIa CUIETh Ha MOy, OyATO MPUpPOCa K HeMy. Bo-miepBbix, A9poH mpekpa-
ceH. MyCKyJIMCTHIA ¥ OMACHBIM, C TOJOBBI IO HOT TIOKPBITHIA Pa3HOIIBETHBIMU TaTyMpOBKaMu. Bo-
BTOPBIX. . .

— Tsl no-nipeskHEMY coOMpaenIbCst BHIIBHIPHYTH MEHsI OTCIofIa?

— Pazymeercs.

«He cwmeii makatb».

— INouemy? — Heyxenu Jlucanap ckazai emy 4TO-TO OOMIHOE, KaK OHA W Mojo3peBasia?

— Jlyume cipoc, ¢ yero Ob MHE MOCTYNATh MHAYE?

OH npolara B BAHHYIO ¥ CKPBLJICS U3 BUJIA. 3allypiiiajia ofeskaa, IOTOM pa3falicsl IyM BObI.

— Tol e BCIO HOYBb AepKasl MeHS B 00bATHAX ! — KpUKHYIA emy Beien OnmuBust. — Tol Tpy qHS
3a00THIICSI 000 MHE.
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ITO XOTh UTO-TO JIa 3HAYUT, IpaBaa? MyKUUHBI TaK HE IMOCTYIAIOT, €CJIM TOJIBLKO He BIIOOJICHBI,
pasBe HeT? 3a Bce TO BpeMsl, UTO OHA CJeuia 32 ASpOHOM, HUKOTa He BUJEJa ero ¢ XKeHIMHOM.
Hy, 3a uckmouenuem JlernoH, Ho MajieHbKasi ieMOHecca He B cueT. OH HUKOr/Ia He OOHUMAJ ee HOUb
HarpoJeT. 3Ha4YWT, ero BHUMaHue K Hell, OJMBUM, COBEPIIIEHHO 0OCOOSHHOE, BEPHO?

OtBeta He mocie0oBajo. Beckope B criayibHIO MPOCOYMIICS Map M apoMar canfgaia, u OnvBus
cooOpaszmiia, 4to AspoH npuHuMaet aymr. Cepiie ee BHOBb 3aCTy4asto ObICTpee, BpeMsi OT BpeMeH!
MpomycKas yaapsl. ASpOH HUKOT/IA MPeXe He XOIWI B AyIIl B ee MPUCYTCTBUM. Beerna goxumancs,
MOKa OHA YHET.

JKenanue yBuieTh ero 0OHa)KeHHOE TeJIO CTaJlo ee HaBaKICHHEM.

Ectp 11 y Hero Tam TatyupoBku? Mexay Hor To ecth? Ecim 1a, To Kakue n300paxeHus: OH
BHIOpa?

«W mouemy MHe Xo4eTcs MoJIM3aTh UX TaK ke, Kak 1 6abouku Ha ero tesne? — [Ipencrapiss, Kak
oHa 3710 JienaeT, OB MpOBea SI3BIKOM IO ry0aM M 3acThbUia OT u3ymyieHus. — [noxas, ucrnopuen-
Hast IeBYOHKa». CTONIb CHITBHOE KeJlaHue. . .

«Hy, s Benmp Gosbllie He aHTeNl», — HAMIOMHWJIA OHA cebOe, Tepsis TOJIOBY OT HEOOXOIUMOCTH
YBUIETh OOHaXKEHHOE TeJl0 ApOHa W MONMpoOOBaTh €ro Ha BKYC. 3HAUUT, TaK OHA WM MOCTYITUT —
yBUAUT U nionpoOyet. Ilocie Bcero, uTo eil JoBeaoch nepekuth, OIUBHS 3aCTyKUBAET HEOONIBILIOTO
BO3HarpakJieHus. A MoxeT, u Oonbinoro? B moOoM ciydyae oHa He yiHIeT U3 KperocTH, MoKa He
B3MJISTHET HAa A3POHA XOTb OJIHAM TJIa3KOM.

OnuBUS pelUTENILHO MOAHSIACH HA HOTH, HO, HE B CHJIaX yAepKaTh paBHOBeCHe 0e3 KPbLIbEB,
TYT K€ ONMPOKHMHYJAch Briepea. Komenu nponsuia pe3kas 6oib, 1 OnuBus nomopimiack. Ho 3to
OHa MOXeT cTepreTh. [Tocie Toro Kak el BHIpBaIM KPbUIbsI, OHA, KAXKETCs, CIOCOOHA BhIJEPKATh YTO
YTOJTHO.

Omna cHoBa Bcrana. U cHoBa ynana Ha non. ['p-p-p! Lllym Boasl ctux ciumikoM paHo. 1o mpa-
MOPHOMY TIOJTy 3alllIeNaJi MOKpPBIE HOTH, 3aTeM pa3JaJicsi HIOPOX CHUMAEMOTO MOJIOTEHIIa.

«[Tocniermmm!» Tloka He CTaO CIUIIKOM MO3/HO.

UroOsl yaep:kaTh paBHOBECHE, OHA BBICTABUJIA OJJHY HOTY BIIepesl, a APYTryio Ha3ajl v, pa3Be/s
PYKHU B CTOPOHBI, MEJJICHHO BBIIPSMUIIACH BO Bech pocT. [TokauHysack BJIeBO, IOTOM BIIPaBO, HO B
3TOT pa3 ycTosiia Ha Horax. «Maum xe!»

VBBI, €e ka0 pa3oyapoBaHue — AIPOH YK€ BBIIIES U3 BaHHOW, OOMOTAaB OJHO TMOJIOTEHIIE
BOKpYT Oefiep, a Ipyroe — rnoBecys Ha mieto. CiuikoM no3aHo. Baxapt «Ip-p-p!».

— Tl Tak ObicTpO MOMBLICS. HaBepHsIKa POMyCTHIT TAPY-TPONKY TPSA3HBIX MATEH! — BOCKJIMK-
Hyna OnuBus.

He rszis B ee cTOpoHy, OH MPUHSIICS COCPEJOTOUEHHO NIepedrparh COAEPKUMOe KOMOJIA.

— Her. Huyero s He niporyctu.

Ox.

— Tenepsb TBOSI OUepenb, — mpor3Hec A3poH, Kiaas GyTOONKY Ha KOMOJ U IPUHUMASICh BBITH-
paTh BTOPBIM TOJIOTEHIIEM CBOM KOPOTKHUE BOJIOCHI.

Ona yxe roBopuia, 4to oH npekpaced? Eil cienoBaio Ha3BaTh €ro «BEJIMKOJIEITHBIMY.

— Mens ouniaer riarbe. — THTepecHO, ASPOH TOXe CIIBIIINT, YTO OHA TOBOPUT C TIPUIbIXa-
Huem?

OH HaxMypwJIcs, TIO-TIpeXKHEMY CTapasich He CMOTpPETh Ha Hee.

— Jlaxxe BOJIOCHI?

— Ja.

JpoxanumMuy pykaMuy OHa HaTsIHYJ/Ia KaIoIIOH Ha TOJIOBY, BBIKJaJIa BpeMsl, JaBasi BOJIIEOCTBY
CBEpIIUThCS, ¥ CHOBA CHs1a. Korja Tkanbs cockomb3Hya, OMuBUS IpOBeSia pyKO# 1o BOJIOCaM, BHOBb
CTaBIIIAM TJIAJIKUMH U IIeJIKOBUCTBIMHU.

— Bugnims? OHO ouHIaeT MeHS LIEJTUKOM.

47



H. Ioyontep. «TemHas cTpacTh»

A3pOH OCMOTpEI ee ¢ TOJIOBBI 10 HOT, 33/IepXaB B3IJIS/ B ONMPEAEICHHBIX MECTaX, OTYEro ee
KpoBb 3a0ypinJia, a KOy Havaslo MoKajbiBaTh. Korna riasa ux BCTpeTUIUCh, 3paukil ASpoHa BHOBb
PACIIMPUIIMCh ¥ YEPHOTA MOTJIOTHIA (DUOJIETOBYIO PalykKYy.

B camom pene, yem oHa Tak ero pasapaxaer?

— Buky, — ppIkHYJT ASPOH, pa3BepHYJICs Ha MMATKAX U MPOIIeT B CBOIO TapAepOOHYI0, CKPbHIB-
much U3 BUaa. [lonoTeHnie B3MbUIO B BO3/yX Y IUICMHYJIOCH HA TTOJL.

«OH cHOBa 0e3 onexapl, — nogymana ONuBHsL, MOMEHTAIBHO T03a0bIB PO €ro THEeB. — DTO
TBOM IIAHC». YCMEXHYBILIUCh, OHA IBUHYJIACh BIEPE]] U CyMela CAeNaTh Mapy IIaros, Mpek/ie YeM B
OYepeIHON pa3 CIOTKHYJIACh U yrasia Ha KoeHH. OCTaToK IMyTH OHA MPEeojIoiesa MoI3KOM, C TPYIOM
JbIIIA.

— Yro Thl Aenaenn?

OsnuBUs IOTHSIA TOOBY. ASPOH 3aCThUI B IBEPSIX TapiepOOHOM, OETHIN B YepHYIO (PyTOONKY,
JKVHCHI U carord. JIommkHO ObITh, OH Bce CBOE MYCKYJIUCTOE Tesio 0OBeIasl opysxkueM. [ J1a3a ero Obuiu
MIPUIIYPEHBI, a TYOBl HEOBOJIBHO CXAThl B TBEPAYIO JIMHUIO.

Onsth He noBe3no. ONMBHS pa304apOBAHHO B3JJOXHYJIA.

— Boo0111e-To He BaHO, — TPOM3HEC OH, SIBHO YCTaB JI0KUIAThCA ee 0TBeTa. — Ham mopa.

[Ipsimo ceiivac?

— Tb1 He MOeIIb OTBECTH MeHs B Topoj! — Bbimanuia Onusust. — § Tede HyxkHa.

A3pOH 4TO-TO TIpoOOpMOTaIT cede IO HOC, TIOCIe Yero T00aBuI rpomMye:

— Bpsn 1. MHe HUKTO HE HYKEH.

Ax, Heyxemnm?

— He 3a0pIBaii, 4TO KOrO-TO 00513aTEILHO MPUIILTIOT BBIIOIHUTH Pad0OTy, KOTOPYIO 51 HE CMOIJIA
cnenats! Pa3 Tl He onry T npucyTcTBus Jlucanapa, Koraa oH HaBelaa MeHs, TO ¥ APYTroro aHresa
MOYYBCTBOBATh HE CMOKEIIIb.

A>SpOH CKpeCTUII pyKU Ha MOIITHOW TPy, SIBJIsIsi COOOM )KMBOE BOILIOIIEHUE MYKCKOTO YIIPSIM-
CTBa.

— Ho 1e06s-To s omyTwi, He rpaBaa Ju?

Ha, ourytui, xotst ONMBUSA Tak U HE cOOOpa3mia, Kak eMy 3TO YAaJIoCh.

— Kak g yxe ckaszaina, Jlucanapa Tsl He IO4yBCTBYeELb. S ke, HAIIPOTUB, MOTY BU/IETh AHIEJIOB.
U cymero npenynpenuts Te0s1 00 UX MPUOIKESHWH.

Boo01ie-To oHM He MPUIYT 32 ASPOHOM B TEUEHHE ee YeThIPHAIIATUAHEBHON OTCPOYKH — Ha
caMoM JieJie OJVHHAIIIaTUJHEBHOM, Beb TPU JHS yKe MPOILUIH, — HO eMy 00 9TOM 3HaTh BOBCE HE
00sI3aTEITHHO.

A>SpOH MOABUTAN YEITIOCTHIO BJIEBO-BITPABO, OTYETO TATYMPOBKH Ha €ro JIMIEe UCKA3UIIHC.

— Twl ckazaina, uro rononHa. Maem, paznoOynaeM Tede 4To-HUOYIb MOeCTb.

Ha stot pa3 cmena Temsbl pazoznuia OnuBuUI0, HO OHA MPOMOITYasia, TOHUMAsI, 9TO TPENHUPaThCs
¢ HuM Oecrone3Ho. Kpome Toro, oHa 1 npaBaa xo4et ectb. OHa MOTHSIACH HAa KOJIEHH, 3aT€M OCTO-
poxHo Bcrana. OuH 1mar, BTOpoil. .. TpeTuid. .. Bckope oHa ctosiia nepes ASpoHOM, TOPKECTBYIOIIE
yIIBIOASICh.

— Hy u 4t0 3710 6BLTO? — CHIPOCHIT OH.

— Xonp0a.

— Tl Tak JONTO 1714, YTO S yCHes MOCTapeTh JIeT Ha MAThICCST.

Ona B371epHYJIa IOIOOPOIOK, HUIYTh He 00ECKYpakeHHas ero rpyooCThIo.

— Yro %k, 3aTO 4 He ynaja.

A3pOH MoKavyaJl TOJIOBOM — pa3pakeHHO? — U B3sUI €€ 3a PYKY.

— Upnewm, adred.

— IMammmii, — aBroMaTryecku nonpasuia ONMuBHSA, Tperena OT MPUKOCHOBEHUS €r0 TeIUTbIX
CUJIbHBIX MasibiieB. YyBCTBO, KOTOPHIM €id ObLJIO 3aIlpelieHO HACTaKIaThCsl.
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Korga AspoH moTsiHyn ee Brepeld, OHa CHOTKHYJAach O coOCTBeHHble cTymHHU. K cyacTsio,
npexne, yeM OJMBHUs ycriena CHOBA IOLIEJIOBATh 3eMITI0, ASPOH pe3KO AEpHYI ee BBepX, a 3aTeM
MpyKai K cede.

— Cnacu60, — mpodopMoTasia OHa.

Terepb oHa omrymaer cedsl Mo-HACTOsAIMEMY XUBOW. [IpuibHylIa K A3pOHY Tak TECHO, Kak
Tosibko Morv1a. Cronetusimu OuBuUsI HAOMOAANA, KAK JIIOAM YCTYNAIOT HU3MEHHBIM JKeJIaHUSIM, HO JI0
TIOSIBJIEHM ST 30JI0TOTO IyXa B KPbUIbSIX HUKOI/A HE 33yMbIBaJIach, IOUEMY OHM Tak JenatoT. Ceiuac
OHa 3HAET: KaXJOe KacaHWe BOCXUTUTEILHO. TakuM, JOIKHO OBITh, OBLIO s1010KO EBLL

OnuBUM XOTEIOCh OOJIBIIIETO.

— Tl siBAsIEIE COOOM yrpo3sy, — mpoOypyast A3poH.

— [lonesnyro yeposy. — Bo3MOXHO, €cIM HAlIOMUHATH 00 TOM IoYalle, OH HaKOHell ITOWMET,
YTO JICUCTBUTEIBHO HYKAAETCS B HEM.

He ynocrouB oTtBeToM, A9pOH TOBEJ €€ TI0 KOPUIOpY, oMOrasi YAepKUBaThCSl B BEPTUKAIb-
HOM TIOJIO)KEHUH. A Ha JIECTHUIIE eMy BOOOIIIE MPUIIJIOCh B3ATh €€ Ha PYKH, YTO OBLIO ellle JIydIle.
OnuBus Hacmaguiach Obl CHTYyared B OOJbIIel CTENeH!, ecid Obl He OTBJIEKATaCh HA OKPYXKalo-
11y10 00cTaHOBKY. CTeHBI KPEMOCTH YKpalllaid KapTHHBI, M300pakalolye Kak Hebeca ¢ napsmumu
B O0J1aKkax aHresnamu, Tak u aj. OJUBKSA HAMEPEHHO OTBEJA B3MJIsA OT MOCIEAHUX, YTOOBI HE MYYUTh
ce0s1 BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMH O MTPOBEJCHHOM TaM BPEMEHH.

Takske MMeNIUCh MOJIOTHA ¢ OOHAKEHHBIMH MY)XKYMHAMH, BEIMYECTBEHHO BO3JICKABIIMMH Ha
IIeJIKOBBIX TIPOCTBIHAX. OJMMBUS Tapaluiach Ha HUX BO BCE IJIa3a, HUMAJIO HE CMYTHUBIINCH, Jake
KOTJa MPUIIIOCh YTepeTh COHY. Bce 3T0: KokKa. .. MyCKYJIBI. .. MOIIb. .. — Ky/a JIy4Ille CMOTPEJIOCh
OBbl, C TOJIOBHI JI0 HOT TIOKPBHITOE TaTyHPOBKAMH.

— VkparenueM goMa 3aHuMasiack AHbs. Tak 4To TeOe JydIle 3aKphITh I71a3a, — MPOM3HEC
A>3pOH CBOMM TITyOOKUM TOJIOCOM, HapyIas ee mp JUIs I71a3.

— Tlouemy? — 3akpsiBaTh IIa3a MpocTO npectynHo! be3 coOMHeHus, 3TUM MOCTYNKOM OHa
ockopOmia ObI cBOero bora, Bejib el Kak pa3 1 TMoJiaraeTcsi BOCXUIIATHCS €0 TBOPEHUSIMU.

— Panu Bcero cBsToro, Tol ke anrein. TeOe He cieyeT CMOTPETh Ha TaKMe BEIIlH.

—IMammmii, — cHoBa HanomHMIIa emy OsmBust. — TeGe-To OTKy/Ja 3HaTh, UTO MHE CJIe/IyeT JeaTh,
a 4To HeT?

— Ilpocro... 3akpoii rnasa.

[TocraBuB OnuBHIO HA HOTH U TTOJIEPKMBasi, ASPOH 3aCTaBUJI €€ 3aBEPHYTh 3a YIoJl.

BnesarHo ee ciyxa IoCTUr XOp roiocoB, M ONUBHS HANPSIIACH U CIIOTKHYJIACh, HE TOTOBAs
MMETh JIeJI0 C KeM-HUOY/Ib ellie, KpoMe A3poHa.

— OcTopoxkHee, — CKa3aJ OH.

Ona 3ameuuiia mar. Jlioay HempeacKa3zyeMsl, a ero OecCMepTHBIE JPy3bsi — U MOAABHO. XYXKe
TOroO, TeMeph €€ TeJO0 BOCHPUUMYHMBO K JI0OOro poma Hacwimio. Ee MoryT mbitarh, (pU3HMYECKH,
AYXOBHO Y SMOLIMOHAJIBHO, U €i He y/acTCsl YJIeTeTh POUb.

Ha neGecax Bce apyr apyra mo0Ost. Tam HeT HU HEHaBUCTH, HU KECTOKOCTHU. 31ech ke 100poTa
HE B YECTH, a JIOJH YaCTO OO3BIBAIOT PYT APYra yXKACHBIMH CJIOBAMH M YHIIKAIOT, YMBIIIJIEHHO paHs
rOpIOCTb.

OnuBUsA C PajoCThiO Mpearnowia Obl MPOBECTH KaKAYID MHUHYTY CBOSH CMEpPTHOW KU3HU
HaeJAnHe ¢ A9POHOM.

«[TomHwMIIIB, KaK THI BRIOMpaia Mexay 1o0poM u 31oM? Toraa Thl peruia, 4To BO3MOXHOCTD
TMOJTYYUTh YAOBOJBCTBHE CTOUT Yero YrofHo. Tak 4To Thl cripaBUIIIbCs. JJomkHa».

— Tol B opsizike? — cripocusi A3poH.

— a, — pemmTenbHO oTo3Basach OMBUSL.

OnHu 060THY/H e11ie OIUH YTOJI ¥ BOIIUTH B CTOJIOBYIO0. A9pOH OCTaHOBHMIICS. [ 0/10ca MTHOBEHHO
cruxid. BeicTpo ocmoTpeBiuch, ONMBUS yBHUENA, YTO 32 JIOMSIIIUMCS OT €/Ibl CTOJIOM CUAST YeT-
Bepo. YeTBepo NOTEHUMAIBHBIX MyUUTESIEH.
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Ot cTpaxa y Hee mepexBaTuIo Japixanue. He oco3naBasi, 4To jienaer, OHa BBIBEPHYJIACh U3 00b-
ATUI A3pOHa W, OTCTYNHB HAa3aj, CIPSTANach €My 3a CIIUHY, YIEpPIIMCh B Hee JIAAOHIMH, YTOObI
yZlepKaThCsl HA HOTaxX.

— Hakownen-to. CBeskee aHreJIbCKoe MsICIO, — C XPUILIBIM CMEIIIKOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA KeHIIMHA. —
A MBI-TO Y& pemwiu, 9to A3poH codupaercst npsaTath Tedst BeuHo. Hy, 51 Obl TAKOTO BCe PaBHO He
JOIYCTHIIA, cCaMa TIOHMMaeIIb. § yke OThICKala CBOI0 BEPHYIO OTMBIYKY M HAMETHJIA HaIly ¢ TOOOM
BCTpeuy Ha CErOAHSIIIHION TTOJTHOYb.

Bcerpeuy B ayxe «IpUSTHO MO3HAKOMUTBCS» WM «KaK TeOe Ha OLyIb MO KJIMHOK»? Ckopee
Bropoe. OnuBus y3Hana ronoc Kaiin Ckaiixoyk, Omm3Henia BesiHku u crapiieid cectpel ['BeH. DTa
Kaiis — notomok camoro Jloimdgepa, BopoBka u jkuBas rapnust. OHa nomoraet Biagbikam B ouc-
Kax Japua [TaHIopsl ¥ TOTOBAa YHUUTOXHTH JIIOOOTO, KOro OCUMTAeT yrpo3oi. Hampumep, anrena.

I'Ben, mutammas u3 cecrep Ckaiixoyk, kuBeT B Kperoct ¢ CabuHOM, XOTs1, HAacKOJIbKo OMBUA
M3BECTHO, B HACTOSIIIIEE BpeMsI 9Ta MapovKa HaXoAuTcsl B Pumve BMecTe ¢ ertie HeCKOJIbKUMU BOUHAMM.
OHH 3aHSTHI TIIATEILHBIM OCMOTPOM OZIHOTO M3 BHOBb MOSIBUBIIIMXCS U3 BOJL MOPCKHMX XPaMOB THUTA-
HOB, HaJIesICh HAWTHU apTedakThl, HEKOrAa nNpuHayiexasme KpoHocy.

I'mynomy KpoHocy, kotoporo Biaapiku cuntanu BcecuIbHBIM. Eciii ObI OHM TOJTBKO 3HAJH. . .

— 41 661 Ha TBOEM MecTe MOIpPUAEPXKAT SI3bIK, — MPEAYNPEIIT TApIHIO TOT, KOTO HA3bIBAIN
[Tapucom.

OnuBus yKpaaKou BBINJISIHY/IA U3-32a TU1e4a A3pOHa.

— INouemy? — 6ecnieuro cnpocuna Kaiis. — [lymaenib, A3poH Ha MeHst HaOpocutcs? Tebe
He 3HaTh, KaK s 1oomo 6oprOy. B macre.

[Tpu BocriOMUHAHMK O COOCTBEHHOM MAJIOIIPUSATHOM OITbITe 00pbObl B Macie [Napric momxan
ryobl. OH cpaxascs ¢ Jlucanapom. OnuBun Obl 3TO 3peJHIIe TOHPABUIOCh.

— Her, 3amomyars Tebe crnemyer He u3-3a AspoHa. [Ipocto TeGe Tak OoJbIle U/eT.

laprst peipkHyaa, 1 OnuBKs yIeIOHYIack B 0TBET. He MyurmMast Gosbine 601e3HeHHBIMU BOC-
MOMHUHAHUSIMU, OHA, K CBOEMY YIMBJICHHUIO, OOHAPYKWJIA, YTO U CTpax IMepes JeMOHaMHU MOOJIeK.
Mosker, el 1 IpaB/ia yAacTcsi COBJIagaTh ¢ COOOM.

— 31, OnuBus, — oOpatuics K Hel [Tapuc, — Kak Tl ceOs dyBcTBYyelb? Tebe syudrie?

— Ila, ciacu0o, — OTBETMIIA OHA, HE TIOKK/1asi CBOETO YKPBITHUS 32 CITUHOU A3pOHa.

— M-m-M, xOTesn OBl 51 1aTh Tebe KOe-4To, 3a YTO JeUCTBUTENIBHO CTOUT ONIaroJapyTh.

OnuBHs 10rafanach, YTo 3TO MOAAN TOJIOC YWIbSIM, IIOPOYHBIN KPACABUMK C YEPHBIMHU BOJIO-
caMu U TOMyObIMU TIa3amMy. HeyKpOTHMBIN pa3BpaTHUK CO CTPaHHBIM YyBCTBOM IOMOpa, KOTOpOe
OHa He Bcer/a MoHumMara.

— Komy-To crouT Koe-uto Tede oTpe3aTh pajau Oara BCex JKeHIIVH.

Pennmuka npunaanexana Kameo, enuHcTBeHHOU xeHiuHe Brnagpike. Hy, eauHcTBEeHHOH, O
KOTOpOH UM u3BecTHO. Kameo — onepkumast ieMoHoM [levanu, v motomy B ee rojioce 3By4YHT BCs
CKOpOb MHpa.

BuesarHo OmnmBum 3axotenoch ee 0OHATh. HUKTO He moraapiBasics, uto Kameo kaxkaslil Beuep
TUIaYeT mepesi CHOM. DTO MPOCTO paspbiBajio cepaue. OMMBUs MOgyMala, 4To, BO3MOKHO, YIacTCs
nozipyxuthes ¢ Kameo, cHoBa yIMBIIsIsICh TOMY, UTO CTPax OTCTYITHIL.

— Hy, npsimo ceiiyac 00 3ToM 1 peun ObITh He MOXET, — Tpor3Hec A3poH, cHoBa Oepsi ONMuBHIO
3a PyKy, U, Iarasi Brepe/, NOTSHyI ee 3a co0oil. [Tonoins Kk cToiy, OH BBIABUHYJI I HEE CTYIL.

OnuBHs KaYHYJIA TOIOBOM, MO-TIPEKHEMY IJISIAS B TOJ.

— Her, cracu6o.

— [ouemy?

— 41 He xouy cuneth ogHa. — OCOOEHHO MOCe TOro, Kak Mo3Haa OakeHHOe OITyIIeHre -
30CTH A3pOHa, CriepBa B KAUeCTBE ee MaTpaca, MOTOM — OIOPHI.
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B3noxHyB, oH cam ruTioXHYyJICs Ha cTy1. CTapasich ciepkaTh TOPKECTBYIOILYIO YAIOKY, OnBuUs
YCTpOWJIaCh y HEro Ha KojeHsx. JlagHo, Ha caMoM Jiesie OHa LUIENHYJIach K HEMy Ha KojieHu. Benp
0e3 ero NoIEPKKH el He 3a YTO ObLIO YIENUThCS. ASPOH HAIPSITcsi, HO HEe OTTOJIKHYJI ee.

Ona NoHATHSA He UMeIa, Kak CUJSIINE 3a CTOJIOM BOCIIPHHSUIN 3TO MaJIeHbKOE IpeICTaBIeHIE,
MOTOMY UTO TIO-TIpeXKHEMY Jeprkasia Iia3a omymeHHbIMA. CamMol el ObUTO OYeHb CIIOKOWHO U XOTe-
JIOCh BECh JICHb IMPOBECTH Ha KOJICHSIX Y A9pOHa.

— I'ne octanbHbIe? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH TaK, CJIOBHO Pa3roBOP U HE MIPEPBIBAJICS.

— JlioceeH u AHbd B ropojie, Bee ele Uiyt 1ol [eBymiky-u3-Tenn, — noscaun Ilapuc. —
TopuH, Kak OOBIYHO, B CBOEW KOMHATEe, HaOMIOJAaeT 3a OKPYXKAOIIMM MHUPOM M OXpaHseT Hac.
Hanvka. .. — [Ipy ynommHanuu 31oro uMeHu A3poH B37porHyi, 1 OMuBHUS yCIOKAaUBAIOIIE MOXJIO-
nasa ero 1o pyke. OH JI0 CUX MOP UCTIBITHIBAET YyBCTBO BUHBI 32 TO, UTO €/1Ba He yous noupyry Peii-
eca. — JlaHuKa 4TO-TO PUCYET, HO TIOKA HE TOBOPHT, YTO MMEHHO, a DIIIUH MPOCMATPUBAET CBUTKH,
nepenanHbie KpoHOCOM, MBbITasICh BCIIOMHUTS, CIIBIIIANA JIM PA3TOBOPHI O KOM-JTOO U3 CITUCKA.

OnuBws 3HaJa, YTO B YIIOMSIHYTHIX CBUTKAX MEPEUKCIICHbI TOYTH BCe OECCMEPTHbIE, ONIePKH-
MbI€ JIEMOHAMHU, BBIPBABIIMMUCS U3 Japua [TaHaopbl. AHTENbl CTOJIETUAMY CIASIUIN 32 HUMH, TaK
yro OnuBUs B Kypce, Iie HEKOTOpPbIe U3 HUX KUBYT. [IpUroBopuT i1 ee cOOCTBEHHAs paca K CMEpTH,
€CJIM OHa pacckaxeT Briagpikam To, 4To el u3BectHO? HapyluT i1 oHa TeM caMbIM APEBHUIA 3aKOH?

— O, 6oru, Pa3Bpat, Ham cTout nepenmenoBathb Te0s1 B CKyKy. [laBaii HoroBopum o 4eM-HuOy/Ib
6onee BecesioM. Pa3Be He mosaraeTcsi BHauasie MpeACTaBUThCS? — MOICKa3al YUJIbsAM. — DTO ke Je-
MeHTapHasi BEKJIMBOCTb.

— C Kkakux nop 1eds1 BOJTHYIOT MPaBUIa IPUINIUS? — PIBKHYJI ASPOH.

— C 31HX cambIX.

OnuBus ycIplnaia, Kak OH CKPUIHYJT 3yOaMu.

— 3t1o OnuBus. OHa aHren, — cKa3asl OH, HU K KOMY KOHKPETHO He oOpamasck. Ero rpyOsiit
TOH He MPEeAToyarayi pa3BUTHSI TEMBI.

— IMagmmii anresn, — TeM He MeHee NOIPaBUIIa OHA U HE CMOIJIa CepKaTh PaJOCTHBIN BO3IJIAC,
3aMeTUB Ba3y ¢ BUHOrpajoM. Tpu [THS ronofa AaBayim o cede 3HATh.

VYMeHue NeMThCs ¥ YMEPEHHOCTh — JIBa €€ HeM3MEHHBIX JKU3HEHHBIX MPUHIIHIA — OTOIUTN HA
BTOPO TUJIaH, KOTJIa OHA CXBaTWJIa Ba3y M MpUKaya K cBoer Tpyau. [IpuropiiHsMu oTpbiBast BOCXH-
THUTEJIbHBIE ATO/bl, OHA OTIIPABJISIA X B POT OZIHY 3a JIPYroil, HACTaXJasiCh BKYCOM U MOCTAHbIBAsI OT
ynoBosbcTBUs. OUeHb CKOpo Baza omycrena, 1 OnrBUs HaXMypUIach — MOKa HE 3aMeTHIIa TapesIKy
C KyCOYKaMH SI0JI0Ka.

— BrycustuHa. — OHa NOTsHY/IACh 3a JJAKOMCTBOM M €JBa He OIIPOKMHYJIACH, HO CUJIbHBIE PYKHU
AspoHa sernu Ha ee Oesipa, yaep:KUBasi Ha MEcTe U 3acTaBiisisl Tpenerars. — Criacuoo.

— He 3a 4ro, — npoxpurmnel oH.

OnuBus ¢ yABIOKON YMBIKHYJIA TApesIKy CO CTOJIa M BHOBb YCTPOMJIACh y A9pOHA Ha KOJIEHSIX.
OH Harpsrcs ¥ clierka TOJIKHYJI ee B TIOSICHUILY, HO OHa He oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUs1, ObICTPO TOTJIONIAs
KYCOYKH 5I0JI0Ka M TIOCTaHBIBAsI OT yIOBOJILCTBUSI. Terneph, KOrjia OHa CTasia 4eJI0OBEKOM, €/1a Ka3asach
eme BKycHee. Crarie. [IpuHsATHE NHUIIM U3 TPUBBIYKY MPEBPATHIACH B HEOOXOIUMOCTb.

Hakoner HaceiTiBIIHCH, OJNUBHS OINISIIEIACH, YTOOBI MPEIJIOKUTh KOMY-HHOYIb OCTABIINICS
Kycouek siooka. M moHsiia, 4to, MOKa OHa efia, Bce OCTalIbHbIe He CBOAMIIM ¢ Hee 11a3. Ena B kenmyake
HaJINJ1aCh CBUHIIOBOM TSIKECTBIO.

— IIpoctute, — aBTOMaTMUECKM MPOU3HECHIA OHA, Tafiasi, YTO OMAATH CAEjala He TaK.

— 3a yTto THI U3BHUHsIENIbCsA? — cripociia Kaiist. B ee rosioce He ObLIO 3JI0CTH, JIUIITH HETIOAICITh-
HOE JIIOOOTBITCTBO.

— Bce Ha MeHs1 cMOTPAT, U s iogyMaa. .. — Jla 1 ASpoH Hampsrcs eiie CUjbHee.

— Cornamnych ¢ rapnvieii, — MOAJAKHYT YWIbsIM, rogepraB OpoBsiMu. — MHe HpaBsITCS KEH-
IIMHBI, KOTOPbIE YMEIOT COONA3HUTENBHO €CTh.

Oma ke HuJero nNogoOHOTo He Jefana, npapaa?
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Kaiis orBecuiia eMy Noa3aTblIbHUK:

— 3arkHHUCH, TIeiOoi. Hukoro He nHTEpecyeT TBoe MHeHHe. — 3aTteM oOpaTtuiiack K OMBum: —
Ha ciydaii, ecyu THI elnie He J0raianach, MOSCHIO: 51 Pa3IIsAIbIBAI0 TeOs MPOCTO U3 JIIOOOIBITCTBA.

To xe camoe OnuBus uctipiThiBasia Kk Kaiie. ['aprnyu MOryT €CTh TONBKO YKpa/IEHHYIO ITUIILY, OHU
0e33aCTeHUMBO JITYT M caM03a0BEHHO yOMBaIOT. Kopode roBopsi, SIBJISIOTCS TIOJTHOW TPOTHUBOIIONIOK-
HOCTBIO aHTeJIaM U CTIOJTHA HACJIaKAAI0TCs KU3HBI0. BoT mouemy Jlucanap BeiOpast ceOe B OIPYKKU
OIHY U3 HUX.

«CKopo s Toxe Oyy KUTh Ha MONTHYIO KaTYIIIKY».

— 3uaemsb Jlucanapa, npustens Moei OnusHsAmKN? — crpocuia Kaiis.

— Jla, ¥ 04eHb XOPOUIO.

laprnust mocTaBmIIa JIOKTH Ha CTOJI, OTYEro Mocyaa 3aapedesxkana.

— OH npaBa Takoi 6e3KaJIOCTHBIN, Kak s fyMa? — B rojioce ee CKBO3WIIO OTBpaIlicHUE.

— BosmosxHo, naxke 6osee Toro.

— Tak s u 3Haya! benustxkka bu. — Cocrpaganue oMpayniio ee YepThl, HO OHa TYT ke MPOCU-
sma. — [Mpugymana. Mel ¢ TOOOI CTaHeM JepKaTbCs BMECTe, TIOTOMY YTO JIBE KPAcHBbIE TOJIOBKU
BCeryia Jydille OJHOM, U cOOOpa3nuM, Kak ero XOTh HEMHOXKO CMATYUTh. MBI JTaXke CMOKEM JIydllie
y3HATh JAPYT apyra. KeHIuHaM B 9TOM JJOMe MPUXOAUTCS JepKaThCsl COOOIIa.

— Bpsag mm 10 y Bac nomyuutes. Iocne 3aBTpaka st orBe3y OnuBHIO B TOpof. — APOH elrie
CUJIbHEe CTUCHYII ee B 00BATUsAX. — Tak 4To HUKaKuX 1yiaHoB. Hukakux nocnabnenuii. U yx TodHO
HUKAKOU APYKOBI.

[Mneun OnuBun nonukm. Heyxenu ASpoH Beeria ObUI Tak CypoOB, a OHA ITPOCTO He 3amMedaa?
Wnu Bepet cebs Tak paau ee ke Onara?

— Tol yBepeH, uTo Xo4elllb OT MeHsI M30aBUThCsA? — cripocriia oHa. — S Tede mpuroxych. O0e-

maro!

— [NoTtoMy 4TO MOeIh MHE ITOMOYb? — CIIPOCHIT OH, XOTs CJIeJJOBAJIO Obl TOBOPUTH YTBEPIH-
TEJIBHO.

O)II/IBI/II/I BI[I)YF 3aX0TEJIOCh CXBATUTH yanMHa 3a IJIieuu n XOpOHIeHbKO BCTp}IXHYTb.

— Ja.

— ¥V Hac 371eCh U Tak IOJIHO IOMOIIHUKOB.

— Einie s1 Mory crienathb Tak, 4to Thl OyJelib yIbloaThesl. ITO MOsi padoTa, MOMHUIIL? — Boooiiie-
TO MpEKHssA padoTa, M0 KOTOPOH OHA CKydaeT. — Thl ObI XOTeN yabI0aThes?

— Her, — 6e3 konebanmii 0TBeTHII A3POH.

— A 51 61 XOTeJ, — BMerascs YuibsaMm. — JIio01io exkath 0OOHaKEHHBIM B TTOCTEIIH 1 YJIBIOAThCS,
TaK 4TO 1 32 TO, YTOOBI OCTABUTh AHTENIA.

Hortu AspoHa BIMJIMCH CKBO3b TKaHb IUIaThsl B KOXKY OJIMBUM, HO OHA HE CTajla BO3paxarh. B
MIPOTUBHOM Clly4yae OH yOepeT pyKH, a eid HpaBUTCS OIIYINATh MX TaM, IJie OHU ceryac.

— Kak ckazana Kaiisi, TBoe MHEHHE HUKOTO HE MHTEPeCyeT.

— Kpome toro, — modasua Kaiisi, — 1 COMHeBaIoCh, U4TO 3[J0POBSIK BOOOIIE YMEET yIbIOaThCs.

— Bor u 51 comHeBaioch, — OpsIKHYT A3POH, U BCE 3aCMESIITUC.

— SIcHoe neno, BopuyH. — Kaiis mepeOpocuia yepes 1miedo CBOU OTHeHHbIE BOJIOCH. — CoyInai,
TeOe He3a4eM OTBO3MTH aHresa B ropof. S caMoimnyHo mo3abouych 0 TOM, YTOOBI MOOMKE MO3HA-
KOMUTBCSI ¢ Hell. MeHs1 HeBEpOsITHO BIIEUATIHI TOT (aKT, YTO OHA TIO3BOJIMJIA BHIIIBBIPHYTh Ce0sl C
Hebec, U TpeOyio MoOoNbIIe MMKAHTHBIX MTOJPOOHOCTEH.

— Kak u 1, — permurensHo kuBHYyIa Kameo. — B cMbiciie, y3HaTh ee oOmmxke.

— Mosxete 1 MeHs JOOABUTh B KOMITAHUIO. — YWJIbsM rocian OMMBUM BO3AYIIHBIN MTOLIETYH, U
oHa 3apyenach. — He Hao HU4ero roBoputh. $1 mpeBrKy, Kakue CI0Ba TOTOBBI COPBATHCS C TBOETO
s3p1ka. [lonpaBb MeHs1, ecii s OIMmMOaloch, HO Tebe Oy/IeT MPUATHO Y3HATH MEHs MOOJIMKE.

A3pPOH M3/1aJ1 HU3KOE TOPTAHHOE PhIYaHUE.
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— OnHa He ocTaHeTcsl, TaKk 4To MpUATHO el He OyneT. Kak s yke ckazan, s OTBe3y ee B ropof
# octaBiio TaM. CeroaHs xe.

— Ho nouemy? — cnipocuna OnuBusi. MoxeTt, OHa M HEHaBHJEIa CBOM OOSI3aHHOCTH aHTeJa-
BOUTEJISI, MOXKET, €l HUKOT/Ia He MPUXOAUIIOCh YOMBATh, HO 9TO HE O3HAYAET, YTO OHA COBEPIIIEHHEH-
mas cnadauka. — Thl tymaenb, OyaTo Tede He HyKHbI ellle IOMOIIHUKY, HO TApaHTHPYIO: Te, KTO y
TeOs1 €CThb, He 3AIUTAT OT CJIEAYIOIIEro aHTea, MOCIAHHOTO 33 TBOEH T'OJIOBOM.

OnuBHs OXuUjana, YTO KTO-HUOYIb BBHICKAKETCS B €€ MOAJEPKKY, HO, Ka3aJoCh, HUKOTO He
Oecriokon1 HeOeCHBIN yOUiilla, KOTOPBI SIBUTCS YHUUTOKUTH UX Jpyra. Bce cusinue 3a cToiom,
BUMMO, TI0JIaraioT, 4to A3poH HeroOenum. Bkimouast ero camoro.

Tak 4dt0, pazymeeTcs, OH IPOAOIKA YIPSIMUTHCS:

— MHe Bce paBHO.

OnuBHsI MOCTaBMIIA TapesIKy OOpPaTHO HA CTOJ, 3arpeMeB MOCYION KyJa CHIIbHEE, YeM MpexkIe
Kaiis.

— Takxe st Mory momMoub Te0e ModeUTh OXOTHUKOB. — M 3T0 npasaa.

— OmuBus! — Eif He Hy)KHO OBLIIO CMOTPETh Ha HEro, YToOBI MOHSATh, YTO OH BO3JIEJ Ila3a K
MIOTOJIKY, CJIOBHO YMOJIsisl Hebeca HUCTIOCHIaTh eMy TeprieHHsl. BoT Tonbko, eciii oHa He ommdaercs,
B MOJIUTBE, KOTOPYI0 OOpMOTan A3pOH, OH MPOCKT O cuiie. — MBI IEMOHBI, & IEMOHBI M aHTEJIbl He
MoryT ObITh BMecTe. Kpome Toro, JIerroH He BepHETCsl, TOKa Thl 37€Ch.

EnuHcTBeHHBIN apryMeHT, KOTopblii OJIMBUS HE MOTJIa ITOJTHOCTBIO OITPOBEPIHYTh.

—Ho... HO... 51 ObI XOTeJsa ¢ Hel MoNaguTh. — EC/IM OH ¥ yCITBIIIal TAaHUKY B €€ ToJIoce, TO He
nozant Bugy. — M s1 Oyy npuBeT/IMBa CO BCEMU OCTaIbHBIMU TBOMMH Jpy3bsiMu. Kak sxe nnaue? 51
MOXEPTBOBAJIA BCEM, YTOOBI CIIACTH TeOs.

— 3Haio, — mpopbIya; A3poH.

— Camoe MeHbllIee, YTO Thl MOXEIlIb CIEJaTh, — 3TO. ..

— 41 He mpocui TeOs1 Hu4YeM KepTBoBaTh! — B3opBasicsi OH. — Tak uto HeT. Hukakoro «camoro
MEHBIIIErO» ObITh He MOkeT. Thl BoI3topoBena. Mbl B pacuere. $1 HuUero Tede He JOJIKEH.

Urnopupys ero, Kameo onepiach JOKTSMH O CTOJ M HAKJIOHMIACh Onvke K ONuBUM:

— 3abyap o Hem. [IpocTo oH elle He MOMYYMI HYXKHYIO 103y KodenHa. [laBaii-ka BepHeMCs
HEMHOTO Ha3a/l. Yem Tbl MOXelllb TOMOYb HAM C OXOTHUKaMM?

Haxonen-to! XoTh kakoe-To nposiBlIeHHE UHTEpeca, ycTh Jaxke ToH Kameo ckopee nedasb-
HBIA, yem obonpstomuii. OJMBHSA elle BhIIe B3/IepHYJIa MOA00POIOK.

— Bo-niepBbIX, MHE M3BECTHO, Tlie HAXOHATCS OCTaJbHbIE OecCMEpTHbIE, OAEePKUMBIE JEMO-
HaMmH. — K cuacTsio, ocrie 3Tux CJIOB ee He opa3uiia MOJTHUSA U HE OKPYKWJIY aHTeJIbl C MbUIAIOIIUMU
Medamu. — Kakercs, Bbl TOBOPUIIN, YTO Pa3bICKMBAETE UX.

MuHyTa npoliia B HOpakeHHOM MolmyaHuu. Bee omenomiieHHo cMoTpesi Ha OMBHIO.

— A3poH... — Hadana Kameo.

— Her. 910 He umeeT 3HaYeHU s, — TBEPIO IPOU3HEC OH. — Y HAC K€ €CTh CBUTKHU.

— Jla, HO B HMX yKa3aHbl UIME€Ha, a He MECTOHaXOXJIeHue. — B3 keHiuHbl Braapiku cran
npon3aoumM. — CaOlH HaBEpHsIKa 3aX0UYeT MIOrOBOPHUTH C HEH, KOTJja BEPHETCSI.

— Tem Xy:xe 714 Hero.

— Paz ator kperun CabuH 3aX04eT C Hell MOTOJIKOBAaTh, TO ¥ [ BeHHU ToXke, — mpon3Heca Kaiis,
OapabaHs HOI'TSIMH TIO CTONTY. — A KaK ThlI YK€ 3Haelllb, MOJIOKOCOC, sl IPUBBIKJIA CIIEIUTh, YTOOBI MOSI
cecTpa Bcerja nonyyana xkenaemoe. Kpome Toro, s yMupaio ot CKyKH, Belb, BOIIPEKH OOCIIaHUSIM,
HUKTO Ha KPENoCTh TaK U HE HamaJl.

— l'apnusi, — npoperyast ASpoH, — He UCIIBITHIBA MOe TeprieHHe. Thl MOTYMHUIILCS MHE U Aalllh
aHresy yuTu.

— BouHBI IPOCTO JIyIIKK, KOTJa HAUMHAIOT BECTH ceOs Kak KpyTble KoMaHaupbl. — Pyka Kaiin
PE3KO METHYJIACh BIEPE], M CHOBA Pa3JaJicsl TPOXOT MOCYAbl. ['apnus cxBaTuiia IPUTOPIIHIO UL U
LIBBIPHYJIA UX B A3pOHA.
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OnuBust OBICTPO MPUTHYNIACK, U STAIIA YTOAWIN eMy B JH0. OH CKpUBHJICS, BBITUPAs JKEJTYIO
Maccy. K OnuBun oH 605bliie He PUKOCHYJICS, a TIONOXKUI PYKU Ha TTOAJIOKOTHHUKH.

Kaiis 3axuxyKajia, Kak IKOJIbHUIIA.

— He niputBOpsiiicsi, OyATO yAMBIIEH HAIKMM KeJJAaHMEM OCTaBUTh ee 31ech. Ilapuc pacckaszan
MHE, 4TO Thl KpUKHYJ1 KpoHocy TOll HOublo Ha Kpbiiie. «[lonum MHe KeHIIMHY, KOTOpas MeHs
OTBEPrHET», — MEPeApa3HIIIA OHA.

— Ja neyxenu? Korga s1o Bbl ¢ [laprcom Hanum Bpems Ajisl pa3roBOpoB MO Ayliam? — OUH-
TepecoBasICsl YUJIbSIM, HaMa3blBask MACJIOM YEPHUYHBIN KEKC.

Kaiis mumib rieyamu noxana, He CBOAis 1J1a3 ¢ A3poHa.

— Ilapy HOYel Ha3aa MHE XOTEJIOCh MOPA3BIIEUbCs, @ OH BHIIVIS/IEN HECKOIBKO OCTA0eBIINM. —
Ona cHoBa nokasna redamu. — [1o3xke OH peniua HEMHOTO MOOONTATb.

[Tapuc B nonrBep:xaeHUe ee CoB Juilb KMBHYI. Kaxapil pa3, korga OnuBust Bujena onep-
KHUMOTO JIeMOHOM PazBpata, oH Obul rpycTeH. Ho ceifyac BHIIVISIIUT TMOUTH. .. CYACTIIMBBIM, TOJBKO
HEMHOT0 ycTanbsiM. TOT elne, JOJKHO ObITh, Y HUX ¢ Kaiiell pa3roBopurk BblIien!

— 41 xe npenyiaran TeGe MeCTO B CBOEH MOCTENH, — ITAKCUBO BOCKJIUKHYJ YWIIbSIM.

[Tocrenu? Oii-oii. Kaiist u [Tapuc, mo-BugumomMy, 3aHUMAIIKCh €11ie Koe-4eM MOMUMO Pa3roBopa
IO AyIlaMm.

— To1 obnaxancs B urpe «['epoit rutapel», BOT 1 M pelInia, YTO TBOU PYyUYKH HEOCTATOUHO
noBkue. Kpome Toro, Ha Tedst OJIOXKMI 1713 KOE-KTO, KOTO MbI BCE 3HAEM U JIIOOHUM.

— Kr0? — BBIpBasiocs y OnvBum.

Kaiis He oOpariiia Ha Hee BHUMaHM S, TPOJOJIKAsL Pa3TOBOP C YHIIbSIMOM:

—IToatomy npaBo corpeTb MeHs1 ToM HOublo s npefocTaBuia [apucy. Koy He noxych BcTpeun
¢ BbsiHKOM, UTOOBI MIEpecKa3arh el Bce Topsiuve U Tpsi3HbIe IeTau.

— O =er. Her-Het-Het. He3aueMm packpbiBaTh MOIPOOHOCTH CBSI3M CO 3HAMEHUTOCTHIO! — Mpo-
mmnen [Tapuc.

laprnust MeIEHHO MTOPOYHO YIIBIOHYIACH.

— Hanportus! Beiioxky Bce, Kak ecTb. A TeOe, A3poH OeCIione3HbIi, MPUAETCs OTIPABUTHCS B
rOpojl U TaM MOUTpaTh CO CBOEW MaJIEHbKOW JAEMOHECCOM, pa3 YK TaK Kaxk[elllb €€ BO3BpaIleHHsI.
AHren ocraercs.

Jpixanue A3poHa orHeM O0OOKIJIO 1meo OIUBUM.

— 9TO MOH JOM.

— Bonblie Her, — B yHUCOH oTO3BasMCh Kaiis u Yusbsam.

OHM OOMEHSUTUCH YIIBIOKaMHU, XOTs1 YUJIbSIM BCE ellie TyJICSl Ha FapIivio W3-3a BEIOOpa apTHepa.

— BepHo, — noareepauia OnuBus, B3IEpHYB MOAOOPOIOK. — Bosbiiie HeT.

Ei1 xoTenoch, 4ToObl A9POH OCTaJICA C HEW, HO eMy OIpeieJIeHHO HY)KHO BpeMsl, YTOObI TOHSITB,
KaK eMy IOBE3JI0, YTO OHa 3/ECh.

Omna yBepuia ceOsi, 4TO 9TO BOBCE He SroucTHyHO. IIpaBia He MOXeT ObITh STOMCTHYHOM.
Kpome Toro, Aspony TpedyeTcst BCero HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB, YTOOBI OCO3HATh, KaK CHJIbHO OH HYXKJaeTCs
B OnuBuu 1 xoueT ObITh ¢ Heil. OH ke yMHBIN My)urHa. [To Gomnblieit yacTy.

«[Toxanyiicra, MyCTb OH 3aXOYET OCTAThCSI CO MHOIN».

Pyku AspoHa cHOBa 00XBATHIIM €€ TaJlfio, HO Ha TOT Pa3 CKaJlM TaK CUJIbHO, YTO OHA BCKPHK-
HyJa.

— OnuBus, Tl 3Haelllb, rae cupsATtaH japen [langopsl?

Paszymeercs, oH 3aa/1 TOT €AMHCTBEHHBIN BOIIPOC, HA KOTOPBIN Y HEE HET OTBETA.

—Hy... 2-3-3... Her.

— Tol 3Haewb, rae Haxogarcs [Lnam Hesuaumoctu u JKesn Pasnenenna?

Xoporo. JIBa Bonpoca, Ha KOTOpbIE €l HEYErO OTBETUTD.

— Her, — npusHasiach OHa 4yTb CJIBIIIHO.
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OsnuBus 3Hama Jauiib, yTo Brnaapiku otbickanu aBa u3 apredakroB Kponoca: Kners Ipunyx-
nenus u BeeBuasimiee Oko. Kak u ynomsinyn AspoH, um He xBatajio [Tnama Hesuaumoctu u XKesna
Paznenenus. Tak kak Equnomy Mctuaaomy Bory momoOHble penukBur 0e3 HaJOOHOCTH, aHTeJIbl
HUKOIJa UX HE UCKAJIU.

Aspon nocraBuin ONMBHIO Ha HOTY M OTITYCTHII. Eii IPUIIIIOCh CXBATUTHCS 32 CTOJ, YTOOBI HE
ymnactb. W ckath ryosl, 4TOOBI HE 3aCTOHATH OT Pa30YapOBAHUS.

«KocHuch MeHs».

— Ilo-nipexxHeMy X0TuTe, 4TOOBI OHA OCTAJACh? — CIIPOCKJI OH JIMIIIEHHBIM SMOIIUH TOJIOCOM. —
Omna, a e 9?

OpnuH 32 1pyruM NpUCyTCTBYIOIIME KUBHYIU. be3 TeHn packasiHus.

— OmmmuHo. — OH npoBet A36IKOM 10 3y0aM. — OHa Baia. BeicripaivBaiite y Hee 4To XOTUTe.
A s, KaK BBl ¥ TIPEIJIOKWIIN, OTIIPABIAIOCH B ropoi. KTo-HuOyab, oTrpaBbTe MHE 9CIMICKY, KOrAa
oHa yijaet. Tonbko Torjaa st BEpHYCh.
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I'maBa 6

«Bce BOKpyr croBopuiich, YToObl CBECTH MEHS ¢ yMa», — MPayHO MogyMas A3pOH.

Bo-niepBbIX, 1py3bsl BHILBBIPHYJIM €r0 U3 JOMa. Bo-BTOpPBIX, IEMOH BOIWJI B T0JIOBE, TpeOys
ocrarbes. Ocrarbesa. C Onmusuent. C toi, koro Apoctes goiken npesupars. C Tod, KOro cam A3poH
JOJDKEH Mpe3uparb. BMecTo 3Toro oH BAPYT MOHSUI CTOSAILYIO TTEPe/l AEMOHOM JUJIEMMY.

OsnuBusA oyapoBarelIbHa.

ITpocHyBIIMCh HBIHYE YTPOM U OCO3HAB, UTO OJMBHUS MOJTHOCTBIO UCLENIIACH, ASPOH MOYYB-
CTBOBAJI BCIIBIIIKY JKeJIaHU, CYILIECTBOBaHHE KOTOPOTo OTPUILIAJ BCEIO HECKOIBKO THEM Hazal. [Jaxe
cefluac OHO HHMKaK He 110 Ha yOobuth. Korga OnmBus ymana Ha 1mod, mjiaThe 3apajioch 1O Tajuu,
U ee TPYCHKHU... 4epT, ee TpycukU. CIMIIKOM Oellble, CUIIKOM HEBUHHBIE. BBI3BIBAIOT Y MY)KUMHBI
JKeJIJaHWe CTAHYTb UX 3y0aMH M HapyLIMTh YUCTOTY BJIaAeiuLbl. ASPOHY XOTEJIOCh COPBaTh C Hee U
IUIaThe TOXE, YTOObI B IOJIHOM Mepe HACJIaJUThCS €Io.

KakuM-To 4y0M OH CyMeI CITpaBUThCsI C COOOM.

Mo:xeT, HOTOMY, YTO y3HaJl — ¥ Tellepb OCTOSTHHO HAlIOMUHAET ce0e 00 3TOM, — UTO yCIIbIIIaH-
HBIIl UM HakaHyHe rojoc npuHaiexan Jiucanapy. Yro umenno Jlucanap ucuenun OnuBHio, IOTOMY
YTO XOYeT, YTOOBI OHA OblJIa CYACT/IMBA M HEBPEIUMA.

— W HerpoHyTa, — mpobopMOTa OH.

Jlucanap crain Obl y’kaCHbIM BparoMm.

C oxotHukamu Bragsiku MoryT cpakarbes. Ho ¢ OXOTHUKaMM U QHT€JIbCKUM BOMCKOM OJJHO-
BpeMeHHO? MaJioBeposITHO.

B KoHI1e KOHIIOB A3pOHY Bce ke YJaJloCh B3Th ce0s1 B pyKH, BCTaTh C KPOBATU U IIPU 9TOM He
HaOpocuThes Ha OJNMBUIO B OTYAsTHHOM K€JIaHUU KOCHYTBCS ee Tella, OTBe/IaTh ee Ha BKyc. OH cymer-
Takd yoeauTh cedsl, YTO OT Hee HY)KHO M30aBuUThCs. Y naxe O1aronoiydHo 1mo3adbul 00 SpeKiuH,
MyJIbCHPOBABIIIEH Mek Ty HOT, Toka ONMBUS ep3aia y Hero Ha KOJIEHsIX, COONa3HUTEIBHO TOTJIONmas
(ppyKTHI.

A SpocTb Tenepb HACTaUBAET Ha OOJIBbILIEM.

— Tb1 HpaBUIICSA MHE KyJa CHJIbHEE, KOrja IPOCTO MPHUCYTCTBOBAJ B Moei ku3HU. Kak noOy:x-
JEHMe K JeHCTBUIO, — CKa3asl A9POH CBOEMY JIEMOHY.

Tor B orBer ymmib eipkHyI. [lo KpaiiHeir Mepe, Oonbliie He HoOeT. [IeMOH 3aTuMX BCEro
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3a[l, OHSB, YTO 3ayMasl ASpOH.

A>pOH NoTep JIMLIO C TAKOH CUJION, YTO olaparas HeK1 MO30JIUCThIMU NajblaMu. Ceiyac oH B
roposIcKoi KBapTHpe KWLM — IPOCTOPHOM, € TPEMsI CHAJIbHSAMU, PacHOIOKEHHON B MPECTHKHOM
paitone. [Ikusmm — roHas noxgpyra JlaHuku, xuBy1ias tenepb B bynanemire. TopuH, ux nepsast IMHUS
0OOpOHBI B KPEINOCTH, OCHACTUJI KBAPTUPY BCEBO3SMOXHBIMU UyJeCaAMH TEXHUKH MO 0OECIIEYEHHIO
0€30MacHOCTH Ha CJIy4ail, eclli OXOTHUKH BCE K€ BBIUMCIIAT CBSI3b X035HKH ¢ Bnagpikamu. Xots oHa
ObL1a OOBIYHOM CMEPTHOM M HE MMeJIa HUKAKOTO0 OTHOLIEHUS K KpUMUHAJTY — IIPOCTO YyJIO, YUUThIBAs
TO, 4TO JlaHMKa pacckaspiBasia O TPYJHOM JETCTBE MOAAPYTH, — ITH YOTIOAKH He KOJIeOIsICh TPUUNHIIN
Obl el Bpell.

JUKWIM yuuTCcsl B BBIITYCKHOM KJIacCe CPEAHEN IIKOJbI U, 0e3 COMHEHHUs, pafa HaXOAUThCS
nozaseiie ot Brazgpik. Pagom ¢ AspoHoM eit Bee ete He no cede. U HeynuButensHo. HecmoTps Ha
TO YTO €l BCero ceMHaAlaTh, [ KW HEOHOKPATHO CTAIKMBAJIACh C TEMHOW CTOPOHON MYKCKOM
HATYPHI U YK€ MHOTO JIeT cama o cebe 3a00Trnack. BragpIku mpeioxkuim el KOMHATy B KPErocTH,
HO OHa Iperowia COOCTBEHHOE KUTbe. DTO U K JTyumemMy. Teneps A3poHy He MpueTcsi OecleIbHO
OpOIUTH /10 CAMOW HOYM, U OH HaKOHEL! MOTy4rJI BO3MOKHOCTh BbI3BaTh Jlernox.

OH BcTaJ B IEHTPE FOCTHHOM, MPEABAPUTENILHO OTOIBUHYB TMBAaHbI M KPEciia K CTeHaM, YTOObI
OCBOOOIMTH MECTO JUIsI Kpyra U3 COJM M caxapa, KOTOPbIi HachNasl MpsiMo riepen codoil. OH cobu-
paJicsi BbI3BaTh IEMOHECCY TaK, YTOOBI OHA HE MOIJIA HE TIOMYMHUTHCSI.
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Pa3Bens pyku B CTOpOHBI, OH ITPOU3HEC:

— Jleruon, Quinientos Diecéis of the Croisé Sombres of Neid and Notpe hocil. — Bce B TouHO-
CTH TaK, Kak OHa ero yuwia. OH Ha3BaJ ee UMsl, OPsIKOBBIII HOMED U 3BaHME Ha CMECU Pa3HBIX S3bl-
KOB. Jlernon, Homep mATHCOT IecTHaAUATh U3 yncia Temubix KpecronocueB 3aBuctu u HuineTs.
He nporoBopu oH Bcero 3toro, Mor Obl CIIy4ailHO BbI3BaTh KOTO-TO Jipyroro. — [IpukasbiBaio Tebe
MOSIBUThCA Mepeo MHo#. Ceilvac xe.

He ObU10 HY BCIIBIIIKM CBETA, KOTOPOW TaK JIOOWJI 3HAMEHOBATh CBOM BU3UTHI KpoHoc, HU ocTa-
HOBKM BpeMeHU. TobKO YTO A9POH CTOsUI B KOMHATE OJIMH, a B CJIE1yIOIMI MUAT BHYTPU Kpyra BO3-
HukIa JlernoH. Bor tak mpocro.

Ona ynana Ha 1o, Tspkeno apiiia. Ha denryituaToii koxe Onecteny KarneiabKy MoTa.

— Jlernon!

ASpOH HaKJIOHWJICS ¥ TIONXBATHJI €€ Ha PyKU, BHUMATEJIBHO CJIe/Is, YTOOBI HU eIHAs KPYTTUHKA
COJIM WJIM caxapa He rnomnaja Ha ee koxy. OHa npenyrnpeskaana, 4YTo 3TO BI3OBET OXKOT.

SIpocTh 3aMypIIbIKall, BHOBb MPHUIs B OaroiylitHoe HaCTPOEHHE.

JleruoH TyT ke CBepHYJ1ach KIIyOKOM B OOBSTHSIX BOMHA.

— AspoH. Moii A3poH.

Ee neiictBue Hamomuauno o6 OmmBuu. Musol, nipekpacHoi OJmMBHM, KOTOpash OCTalach C
Kaifeil, yokHyTO# rapnvell ¢ u3BpanieHHbIM YyBCTBOM IoMopa, 1 ¢ Kameo, 6e3:kxanocTHOl youiiei
¢ Tparmueckum roiocoM. He roBops yxe 06 Yuibsime u [Maprice, momenianHbIx Ha cekce. [Tprvu ux
AspoH Bcepbes, paszHec Obl KBapTHpy [ xminmm B npuctyne sipoctd. la-1a, IMEHHO SIpOCTH, a He peB-
Hoctu. Ecii Ob1 OHM nonbITaNIMCh MpUcTaBath K ONMBUM, TO HaBJIEKJIM Obl Ha ceOst rHeB JIucanapa, —
Y UCKJIIOYMTEIIBHO 9Ta MBICITh (2 BOBCE He TO, 4To OB MOTJIa OBl yBJIEUbCSI KEM-TO U3 €r0 Jpy3ei)
npuBesia ASpoHa B OEIIEHCTBO.

UyTh morojisi ASpOH peruL, YTO B CTeHaX KBapTUPHI KUILTN He XBaTaeT HECKOMBKUX JbIp. OH
OKazaJl Obl XO35IHKe yCIyTy, IOMOrasi pa3HOOOpa3UTh MHTEPhEP JOMA.

VYuuTbiBas T0, KaK HACTOPOKEHHO Jepxkaiack OIMBUS CO BCEMU — BCEMH, KPOME HETO CaMoro,
HO A3pOH BOBCE 3TUM HE IOpAWJICs, — BO3MOXHO, HE CHJIBHO-TO OHA W Ipeycliesia ¢ 3TOW CBOEr
Apyx00ii. BBITh MOXET, MPSIMO ceiivac OHa MPSIYETCsl B €r0 KOMHATe, TUIaueT U MOJIUTCS, YTOObI OH
MOCKOpee BEpHYJICH.

OnpeneneHHo 1uBaH NoKaxetcs KU Kyaa 6osee yIoOHBIM, €CIIM pa3ioMarh ero HaJBoe.

«3akpoi cBoe cepirie — Tl Besib yBepsil [apuca, uro 310 Tede o cunam». Hactpoenue OnuBun
ero He BosHyeT. U ciie3bl ee Hu4ero He 3Hadart. [Ipocto He MoryT 4ro-T1o 3HauMTh. Ha camom aene
Tak jgaxe yyudire. OHa ropa3io OsicTpee yoepeTcst U3 KpernoCTH.

Il Hero camoe BaxHOE B kKU3HU — 310 JlernoH. [Iuts, KOTopoe OH BTailHe keJial, HO He MOT
uMmeTb. He TobKO NMOTOMY, YTO HMKOIZIA HE BCTPEYasCs C KEHIIMHAMM, HO U MOTOMY, YTO 3HAJ,
HACKOJIbKO CJTaObIMU MOTYT ObITh AeTH. HensBecTHOe eMy cuacThe OTIIOBCTBA HE CTOMJIO arOHUM
HaOMOIaTh, KaK COOCTBEHHBIN PeOCHOK CTapeeT M YMUPAeT Ha TBOUX IJla3ax.

C Jlernon emy Hevero onacatbcsi. OHa OyJeT KUTh BEYHO.

— YtO0 cityumsock, IparoreHHas Mosi JeBouKa? — Clipocusl A3poH, Hecsl JIEMOHECCY K JUBaHy,
I7Ie YCTPOWJICSI Ha TIOAyIIKax, Aepxka ee B o0bATHAX. OT Hee maxJyio cepoi, U SIpocTh B3IOXHYIM OT
TOCKU 110 Aomy. Hekora 1eMoH HeHaBuzen 3ToT 3anax. Teneps ke, M03HaB yKac 3aTOUYEHUS B JIaplie
[Tanpopel, ApocTh cunTam BOHb CEPhl PAICKMM apOMAaTOM.

— Onu npecciieioBaiv MeHsi. — OHa moTepIach MIEPIIABOi IEKOU O ero rpy/b, ollapanas KOxy,
U 3amypibikaia. — [Toyutu noiiManu MeHs B 3TOT pas3.

N3-3a pa3nBoeHHOrO sA3bIKa JIETMOH Beeraa pacTsaruBaia HEKOTOPbIE 3BYKU, U ASPOH HAXOOUIT
3TO o4yapoBartesibHbIM. Koria oHM TOJIbKO TO3HAKOMUJIVCh, OHA ¥ TOBOPHIJIA KaK PeOEHOK, IyTasi Bpe-
MeHa 1 MectonMeHnus. [To mpockbe camoit JlernoH ASpoH 3aHUMAJICS ¢ HEl TpaMMAaTHKON U OYeHb
ropanics ee ycrieXamm.
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— Ceiiuac ThI 310€ch. B 6e30macHoCcTH. — A9pOH MOTIauil MaleHbKHIE POKKH Y Hee Ha TOJoBe,
3Hasl, YTO OHM OUCHb YYBCTBHUTEIIbHBIC U UTO €I 9TO HpaBUTCs. — TeOe He Hy)KHO BO3BpAIAThCS.

— Awnren meptB?

— He coBcem, — OTBETUJT OH, OTKJIA/IbIBast OOBSICHEHHS HA TIOTOM.

Heckonbko MUHYT OHM IPOCUIENN MOJTYA, TTOKA JbixaHue JlernoH He npunuio B Hopmy. Hako-
Hell OHA YCIIOKOMJIACh, U TIBILIYIIKE KapoM YellyilKu Ha Koxe ocTbuid. OHa cesa ¥ oCMOoTpesia 1o
CTOpPOHaM CBOMMH KPACHBIMU IJIa3aMHU.

— DTO COBCCEM HE HAIlI JJOM, — 03aJaY€HHO MPOTSHYJIA OHA.

A>SpOH TOMBITANICS TIOCMOTPETh Ha OOCTAaHOBKY ee miazamu. MeOenb BceX LIBETOB paiyru:
KpacHasl, CUHsIs, 3e/eHasi, (puosneroBasi M po3oBas. Ha 1epeBssHHOM Moty KOBEp C LIBETOYHBIM Y30-
poM. CTeHsl yBelaHbl OOJTBIIMMU U MaJIeHbKUMU KapTHHAMU ¢ N300pakeHueM Hebec — MoIapKy OT
HaHuku.

— MsI noma y Jxusuin.

— Muwuro, — oto3Basiack JIErMoH ¢ IBHBIM MOYTEHHUEM B TOJIOCE.

A3pOH /1aBHO MepecTal YIUBIISATLCS KEHCTBEHHOCTU JeMoHecchl. Kora oHu BepHyTCs B Kpe-
MOCTh, OH YCTPOMT TaK, YTOOBI y Hee TOsSIBUIACh COOCTBEHHAst KoMHaTa. KoMHarta, KOTopylo OHa yKpa-
CUT TI0 cBoeMY BKycY. Hem3BecTHO, CKOJIBbKO €11le pO30BOrO OH CMOKET BBIHECTH B CBOEH CIIAJIbHE.

— Pan, uro Te6e HpaBUTCA. MBI MOXEM TOOBITh 3/16Ch HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl.

— Yrto? — OHa nmocMmoTpesia ASpoHY B JIMIO, U OJIATOTOBEHUE €€ CMEHUJIOCh SIpOCThio. — Thi
Ternephb AskuBenb ¢ Jxokmwum? OHa. .. oHa Teds moouT?

— Her.

Jlerrion MeIJIeHHO paccnaduiach.

— Yro x, JIQJHO, a Ternephb 5 XOu4y JOMOM. S COCKyduuniach.

«W g Toxe».

— VBbI, MBI HE MOkeM BepHYThcsl. Tam aHrel.

JlernoHn Hanpsraachk, U IpOCTh €€ BEPHY/IaCh C HOBOW CHJIOM.

— INouyemy Tam oHa, a HE MblI?

OTJIMYHBII BOIPOC.

— OHa XoueT NoMoYb pa3o0paThCcsi C OXOTHUKAMM.

— Her. Hert! D10 51 nomorato ¢ 0XxXoTHUKaMu !

— 4 3Halo, 3HaI0.

JlernoH XoTh ¥ Maja pocTOM, HO KECTOKa, M YOMICTBO AJ1s1 Hee — mpocTo urpa. OnHako B ee
KHU3HA OBUIO CTOJIBKO OOPBOBI, UTO Tereph AIPOH Xkejaj JUis Hee TIOKOS M He XOTeJ BTSTUBaTh B
HOBYIO OUTBY. U He cTaHeTr 3Toro Jemnart.

OHa c/IMIIKOM MHOT'O 3HA4UT /7151 HETO.

— 31ech Mbl MOXeM MOOBITh OJHH, — CKa3aJ OH.

— Xoporo. — JIernoH cHOBa PUJIbHYJIA K HEMY U pacciaaduiack. — OccraHemcsi, HO sl TIOMOTY
OOJIBIIIIIIE, YEM OHA.

N OnuBus nummrcs rosossl. [Ipeaynpexaenue nonydeno. [Ipuiio BpemMst oTBIeUb MITYIO
KPOIIIKY.

— Xouelllb ChIrparb B urpy?

YcMmexHyBIIHCh, JIETHMOH MOACKOUMIIA U, CKOJIb3Kast Kak 3Mesi, OOBHJIACh BOKPYT Iien A3pOHa.

— Xouuy, xo4uy, Xo4uy!

Ero munas Jlernon Bceraa rotoBa Urparb. XOTh pedb €€ U YJIyUIIWIACh, KeJIaHUsT TO-TIPek-
HEMY OCTaBaJIUCh JETCKUMM.

— BriGupaii mo0y1o, Kakast HpaBUTCS.

[MotsiHyBIIKCH, YTOOBI MPUJIACKATh JeMOHECCY, A3pOH 0OpaTH/l BHUMaHKE Ha CBOKO pyKy. Ha
3aI5ICTbe OCTAJICSI KPOIIEUHBIA HE3aHSATHIN TaTYHPOBKAMM KYCOUEK KOKU, U OH PETHI HAKOJIOTh TaM
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3Mel0 Ha TaMsATh 0 JIernoH. Dta TaTyupoBKa CTaHET €JMHCTBEHHOW B CBOEM POJIEe, TaK KaK, B OTJIMUUE
OT OCTJIbHBIX, OyJeT HATIOMUHATH O XOPOIIEM B €r0 KHU3HHU.

Ha, unes eMy NOHpaBUJIaCh.

— Xouuy urpars... B «Onesxkaa He 00s133atesibHa» . — 3a0aBa, Tak ke U3BECTHAs O] HA3BaHUEM
«[TopBu B KJI0UbsI BCe, UTO HAZIETO HA AIPOHE».

— Moxer, BoiOepens uto-1o apyroe? Kak Hacuer «CasloHa KpacoThbl», B KOTOPBIA MBI UT'PAJIU
HeJemo Ha3aa? Pa3pelao HaKpacuTh MHE HOTTH.

— Ha! — Jlernon B BocTopre 3axjonaja B jafoiu. — CXoxxky 3a JJakom JDxKuim.

Omna copBasach C MecTa 1 Mcuesjia B KOpuaope.

— CnanbHa IKWM ocnieiHss 1o NpaBoi CTOPOHE, — KPUKHYJ APOH €l BCJle]l, pelluB, YTo
elle rnapy 4acukoB rnodaityet JIernoH, a oToM OTHPABHUTCS IIPOYECHIBATH TOPOJL B TOMCKAX OXOTHUKOB
u [lesymku-u3-Tenu. [Tocne Bcero, 4ro JIernoH NpuIioch NEpeXUTh B ay, OH MTPOCTO 00s3aH JIaTh
el BO3MOKHOCTh HEMHOTO Pa3BJIeubCsl, U YePT C HUMH, C OOSI3aHHOCTSIMHU.

O6s13aH. CrioBo OyKBaJIbHO B30PBAJIOCH B TOJIOBE, M ASPOH BhIpyrasics. [Tapucy oH Toxe o0s3aH
MOMOYb.

XOTb OH U 3asIBIJI, UYTO HE BEpPHETCS B KPEIOCTh, oka OMBUs HE YHIET, HO eMy Hy:KHO 3a00-
TUThCs 0 [lapuce. Dta 00A3aHHOCTH HE U3 TeX, OT KOTOPIX OTJIBIHUBAIOT MO JIIOOBIM MIPEIOTOM, a
A>pOH yXe Tpu JHS MOAPS/ CBAIMBAET CBOI0 padoTy Ha JllocheHa. ASPOH B3JOXHYJI, HEIOBOJIbHBIN
coooii. To, uto Jliocken nepeHocut [lapuca B ropoj, eie He O3HaYaer, 4To TOT KOro-To Tam cebe
HAXO[IMT.

Mozxer, [Tapuc u nepecnian ¢ Kaiieii nmponuioil Houblo, HO CHJIbI, KOTOPYIO OH IIPY 9TOM HOYEpII-
HYJI, HAJJOJITO HEe XBaTUT. XOTh 32 3aBTPAKOM OH M YJbIOAJICS, BCE ke BBIINIAAET yCTAIBIM. A ycTa-
JIOCTh, KaK YCIIeJN y3HaTh A9POH, CIIYKUT MEPBBIM MTPU3HAKOM Havyasia mpoosiem.

OH ObLT TOTOB MOOUTHCST 00 3akiaj, uto nocie Kaiiu [Mapuc Gosnblire HY ¢ KeM He criajl. A Tak
HEJIb3s1.

JlernoH, mmMpoKo yeiOasiCh, BIPUIPHIKKY BEPHYJIACH B TOCTUHYIO C TyPITYPHOM IJIACTUKOBOM
KOPOOKOM B pyKax.

— Korna s 3akoHuYy, TBOM HOI'TH OYIyT MOXOXKXKU Ha PAAyTy.

Panyra. Bee nyuinie, yem sipko-po30Bble BCIIOJIOXH, KOTOPHIE OHa HamasieBajla Ha HEM B IpO-
HUTBINA pas.

— IIpoctu, aeTka, HO Urpy MPHUIAETCS OTIOKUTH. MHE HY)KHO BEPHYThCSI B KPENOCTh U KOE-UTO
yaaauThb. Thl IOKA OCTAHENIbCS 31ECh.

Kopo6ka ¢ rpoxoTom yaapuiiack 00 1moj.

— Her!

— 1 Henagomro.

— Her! Tb1 MeHs Bbz3Bait. Ckaszzai, Mbl Oy/ieM UTpaTh.

— Ho ecmu [Ixunmm BepHeTCsl 10 MeHsl, — MPOIOKad APOH, MPOIYCTHB €€ CJIOBa MHUMO
ylIel, — MoKaIyicTa, yMOJIsiio TeOs1, He MbITaics ourparh ¢ Heid. Xopoiio? — CMepTHast 3TOro TOYHO
He MepekuBeT. — MHe Hy’)KHO KOe-4TO 3aXBaTUTh, 1 Bce. — BepHee, koe-Kkoro. — Byb xopoiiei 1eBoy-
KOU U KA1 MEHsI.

Jlervon nojckovMsIa K HEMY, MOJIOKIIIA PyKH Ha TPy/Ib U MTPOBEJIa M0 Hell KOITSIMH, OTYEro Ha
KO’K€ BBICTYIIJIN KarelIbKy KPOBH.

— 41 ¢ Toboi.

— TeGe Henb3s1, netka. [ToMHUIB? — ASPOH MPOTSHY PYKY M TIoYecas ee 3a yIIKoM. — Tam
aHres. XOThb OHA W JIMIIMJIACH KPBUIEB U TENepb €€ MOKHO BHIETh, IJIsI TeOsl OHA MO-TIPeKHEMY
ornacHa. OHa...

MarneHnbkasi AeMoHecca MONPHIrHY/Ia U, yCTPOUBIIKCH Y A9pOHA Ha KOJICHSIX, IOCMOTpeJa B
nvio. Ee u 6e3 Toro Gosbiiie ri1a3a paciivMpuInCh elnle CUIbHee.

— Y Hee GorblIIIIIe HET KPbLIbEB?
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— Her.

— 3HayyuT, OHa IaJa, ga’?

— Ja.

Jlernon cHOBa pafOCTHO 3axJIONaa B JIQAOLIN.

— $1 crpinnmana mpo MaIIero aHrena, HO He 3HaJla, YTo 3TO OHa. § Morzia Obl MOMOYYb MYY-
ynth ee! Ho 310 MOXKHO MccrpaBuTh. MOKIKHO MPSIMO Cceiuyvac OUYMCCTUTH OT Hee JoM. § mMory
youTh ee.

— Her, — BockMKkHY A3poH pesde, 4eM coOrpaics.

Hemon Apoctu 3ameTascs v 3apbiyai y ASpoHa B IOJIOBE, BIIEPBbIE pa303JIMBIIKCH HAa JIErnoH.

He notomy Jiu, uto cam xotesn yHUUTOXUTh aHresa? Her. AspoH TpsixHy: ronoBoit. beccmpic-
JIMIIa Kakas-To, Belb COBCEM HeIaBHO SIpoCThb kenay «O0obIinero». Bo3aMokHO, IEeMOH BOOOIIEe He
XOUeT, YTOOBI KTO Obl TO HUA OBLJIO YHUYTOXWJI aHTesa. DTa J0rajika TOoKe Ka3anach CTPAHHOU, HO
OOJIBIIIE COOTBETCTBOBAJIA UCTUHE.

[Touemy OnuBUSI HpaBUTCS JEMOHY?

«[loTom nmomgymato». A3poH B3s1 JIernoH nasbiiamMu 3a HogOOPOIOK U 3aCTaBUII C(HOKYCHPOBATD
BHUMaHMe Ha ceOe, YToObl HaBEpHsIKA OTBJIEYb ee OT (haHTa3mii 00 youiictee OnvBum.

— IMocMoTpu Ha MeHs, neTka. Xopoiio. Teneps ciayiiaid. Tol He TPOHEIIb aHTea.

JlernoH ynuBieHHoO 3amopraa:

— Ho s mory! MHe goccraner ccul, mpasja, rnpasja!

— 3Hal0, YTO MOXelllb, HO He X0UY, YTOOBI THI 3TO Jenana. Eil mopyunimm youTs MeHs1, HO OHa
HE CTaJla BBIMOMHSATH MPHUKa3.

Bwmecro atoro, OnuBus noxeproBajia pajy HErO BCEM.

«[louemy?» — B THICSIUHBIN pa3 crpammBai ceds AspoH. Kem Hajgo ObITh, YTOOBI MOUTH Ha
takoe? Korga OnuBus HarmoMHUIAa €My O MPUHECEHHOW KepTBE, OH TMOJHSI €€ Ha CMeX, XOTs Ha
caMoM JieJie ObLT OYapOBaH M CMyIleH. M mokopeH.

Ona ke ero coBceM He 3HaeT. Miu, BepHee, 3HaeT HEMHOTO, BE/Ib HEJIEJISIMU CIIE/INTIA 3a HUM,
HO B 9TOM CJlyuae ee pellieHre BhIIJIAAENO elle Oosiee CTpaHHbIM. bosiee Toro, oH mpocTo HeJOCTOMH
criaceHusi. TONBKO He OT aHresa — BOIUIOMIEHUSI T00pa, UCTUHBI M KPacoThl. M y TOYHO He OT KeH-
IIMHBI, C KOTOPOM HUKOT/IA HE TIO3BOJIUT ceOe ObITh.

— W 4yuro? — HacrauBasia Jlernow.

— U 1o. B3ameH MBI TOXXE OyieM J00pHI K HEl.

— Yro? Her! Her-net-Het. — Eciu Obl OHa cTOsIa, TO TOMHY/MA Obl HOrOM. — 1 0OMXKKY ee,
€CCJIM 3aX04yy.

— JlernoH, — mpousHec ApOH CaMbIM CTPOTMM TOHOM, Ha KOTOPBIA ObLT CIOCOOEH. — DTO He
obcyxnaercs. Trl octaBuib ee B okoe. [loobermait MHe.

HaxmypwuBIIMCh, OHa CIIPBITHYJIA C €r0 KOJIEHEeW U MPUHSIACh MEPUTH IIaraMu KOBep.

— Tol x0TeI1, 94TOOHI 1 ObUIA TOOpA ¢ TBOUMHU JIPY33bsIMU. 33HAUYMT, U OHA TBOU Apyr? Thl He
MOXKEIIIIb IPYAKUTh C MEP33KMM aHT€JIOM.

JlerrioH CJIOBHO roBopmiia cama ¢ coOOi, Tak 4To ApOH He CTaj oTBeuarhb. [Ipocto man ei
BO3MOXHOCTb BHITOBOPUTHCS, YTOOBI BHIITYCTUTD TIap.

— Omna kpaccuBas? ['otoBa MoccropuTh, YTO KpacCUBasl.

U cHoBa A3poH MpoMoJTyat, MoHUMast, 9To JIernoH peBHyeT U XO04eT OBbITh IIEHTPOM ero Mupa.
Takoe moBelleHNe He PEIKOCTh y AeTell OTHOB-oAuHOYeK. OHa He JTOOUT, KOraa OH MepeKiodyaeT
BHUMaHME Ha KOTrO-TO elle.

— Tl ee moOMIIIIIIL, — C YKOPU3HOH MPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— Her. He mo6:m0, — Bo3pa3ui A3poH, ciiblilla HEYyBEPEHHOCTh B COOCTBEHHOM TOJIOCE.

Heckomnbko HOuel noapsi oH aepkain ONMBUIO B OOBSTUSX, U €My 3TO TIOHPaBUJIOCh. Jlaxe
cimikoMm. [ToHpaBuiock, 4To 3a 3aBTpakoM OHa CHJielia y Hero Ha KoneHsix. [lonpaBuiock omymars
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ee YUCThI HeOecHbIN apomar. UyBCTBOBATh €€ MSATKYIO KOXKY M CMOTpPETh B HEeBUHHBIC Tia3a. Emy
HPABUJIKCh € I0OPOTa U PEIUTEIbHOCTD.

Hpaswitoch T0, Kak OHa CMOTPUT Ha HETO — CJIOBHO OH U CIIACUTElb, U COOTa3HUTE b OTHOBpE-
MEHHO.

— ThI ee moOuIIIIIbL, — TOBTOpUIIA JIETHOH € TAKOW SPOCTHIO, UTO, OY/Ib €€ CIIOBA OTHEM, OO0KIIN
OBbI MY KOXKY.

— JlerrioH, — BOCKJIMKHYJT ASpoH. — Jlake ecii MHe ¥ IOHPABUTCS IpyTasi KeHIIMHA, 9TO BOBCE
HE O3HaYaeT, uto 51 Oy1y MeHblle ToOuTh Teds1. Thl MOI peOEHOK, U HUYTO 3TO HE U3MEHUT.

Sln 3akamnai ¢ ee HeBEPOSITHO OCTPBIX KJIBIKOB — KJIBIKOB, KOTOPbIE OHA C PhlYaHUEM OCKAJTMJIA.

— 41 He peOGeHOK! A ThI HE MOXKEIIIIIb ee ToOuTh. [IpoccTo He Moxkskemb. 1 yobio ee. YObio
npsiMo ceryyacc!

C stumu cioBamu JIernoH pactBopusIach B BO3IyXe.

— Hy, uto ckaxems?

OnuBHsI HEJIOBKO BEPTENach Mepeji OrPOMHBIM, BO BECh POCT, 3€pKaJIOM, pacCMaTpHBasi CBOM
Haps/I: YepHBIE Carory A0 KOJIeH, eBa MPUKPHIBAIOIIYIO SATOAUIIBI I00KY U TOM HeOECHO-TOIyO00ro
nBera. M3-3a nosica 100K¥ BHIIJIS/IBIBAN Kpaid TOMyObIX, B TOH TOIY, CTPMHIOB, KpHUYAIIUX 00 UCTIOp-
YEHHOCTH cBoei Biaaenuipl. Hukoraa npexae OnuBus Tak He oOHaxanack. [laxke Haxoasch HaeAuHe
c camol co6oii. B 3ToM mpocTo He ObIIIO HATOOHOCTH.

Bnpouem, oHa cama 06 3TOM HonpocuIa.

— Cpenaii MeHsl KpacuBOM, — oOpatuiach oHa K Kaiie, eqa A3poH, rmevarasi 1mar, MOKHUHYIT
KPErocTh.

— AXx, uynHenpko! Co3gamum Tebe 00pa3 pa3BpaTHUIIBL, — OOBSIBUIIA TAPITHSL.

3aceiias 310, Yusbsaum u [lapuc 3actonamu. HaneBast ce6e non Hoc «Cky-y-ykota-a», [lapuc
yIAIWICS. YWIbsIM YXOOUTh HE CHEINJ, MBITAsCh MPEJIOKUTH CBOIO «IIOMOIIIb», HO Kaiis mpurpo-
3WJ1a, YTO CAENAeT ce0e CepbIy U3 €ro SIUIl, ¥ OH TOXKE PETHPOBAJICS.

BrInpoBoayB BOMHOB, rapmnusi yAMBJIEHHO MOcMOTpesna Ha ONUBHIO:

— Xouerb, 9T0ObI ASPOH OCO3HAJT CBOIO OIITHOKY, a?

— MimenHo.

Bonee Toro, et X0Tesoch paguKaibHO U3MEHUTh aHTeNIbCKUi 00pa3. Pa3 u HaBcerna. OnuBus
penmia, 4to, COPOCHB IJIaThe, OHA C TAKOH K€ JIETKOCTBIO N30aBUTCS OT CTpaxa M HEPEIUTETbHOCTH.
A 0071a4MBIIMCh B BBI3BIBAIOIINI HAPsi[], OOPETET YBEPEHHOCTh B ceOe 1 HAIOPHUCTOCTb.

Bropoii pa3 noBepHyBIIUCH CITUHON, YTOOBI pacCMOTPETh ce0s1 c3aau, ONUBHS MOHSIA, UYTO HE
ommboace. Hy, BepHee, OHa MOHsIa 3TO, KOT/a Y Hee nepecTtaia KpyKUThcs rojoa. K cuacteio, oHa
HAKOHEI[-TO CTaJla MPUBBIKATh K COOCTBEHHBIM HOTaM U CyMeJla He YIacThb.

— MHe HpaBuTCS, — ycMeXasich, TPOBO3IJIACHIIA OHA.

Teneps OnBHSI BHINIIUT COBEPIIEHHO NMO-MHOMY. [louTy Kak 4esnoBek. bosee Toro, ona Oyk-
BAJIbHO CUSIET U KYMAeTCsl B 3TOM CHUSIHUM, KaK B MOpPE SHEPruM.

«1 cunbHad. S kpacuBas».

Uro momymaer A3apon? 3a Bce To Bpems, uro OnvBHSA 32 HUM HaOmonaia, OH HUKOTJA He
oOpariiaJl BHUMaHHUsI HY Ha OfIHY KEHIIIMHY — 32 UCKJIIOYEHUEM €€ CAMO B TEUeHHE HECKOJIbKUX HOUer
Y CerofiHsIIHero yrpa. Tak 4yTo oHa He OblIa YBepeHa, KaKOU THIT JKEeHIIIMH OH MPEANOoYHTaeT.

OnuBus pemmia, 4To 3TO U K Jiydymiemy. Tak eil He HyXKHO OyleT MPUTBOPATHCS TeM, KeM
He siBisieTcs. B mpoTuBHOM ciiydae 10 cux mop cuzena Obl Ha HeOecax. Tak 4yto A3poHy npuaercs
MOMIOONTh €€ TaKOW, Kakasi oHa ecTb. VIMEHHO 3TOro e Oosblie Bcero xortenaock. Eciu ke oH He
CyMeeT — UTO X, TOTJla He CTOMT TPaTUTh Ha HErO BpeMs.

«Tbl eMy noHpasunibes. Kak ke nHaue?»

Kak npusiTHO omymarh yBepeHHOCTb.
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— DTO NMpUKU] B AyXe «3aCTaBb MYXUYMHY YMOJSITh», TOUHO TeOe roBopio, — yBepsiia Kaiis.
PrrxeBosocast rapnvisi OMTBIN Yac ppuIach B CBOEM rapaepooe, 9toObl oeTh OMUBHIO JOKHBIM 00pa-
30M. — § cTeIpUJIa €ro B OJHOM MaJIeHbKOM Mara3uH4MKe B TOPOJE.

CekyHJOUKY.

— Tol He TIaTHIIA 32 TY OAEKAY?

— Her.

— IlpaBna?

OnuBus ¢ ynuBiieHHeM OOHAPYKUJIa, YTO OT STOTO MPU3HAHMUS TOYYBCTBOBAJA ce0s elle CeK-
cyasibHee. Heyxesn oHa CTaHOBUTCSI TAKOM e TUIOXOM, Kak JeMoHbl? He oTnpaBuUTh i B MarasuH
HEMHOTO feHer? «¥Y Te0s ux HeT». MoXeT, Torja mocjiath B Mara3uH JieHbru A3poHa?

— Teneps canuch, — ckomanoBasia Kaiis, KUBHYB B CTOPOHY Kpecja y TyaJIETHOTO CTOJIMKA.

Kawmeo 3acronaia.

— Tol emie He 3akoHumIa? — Cus Ha KpOBaTH, OHA HETEPIIEJIMBO JOXKUJaIach KOHIIA ITpeBpa-
nieHust ONYMBUY B PaCIyTHULYY. — Y MEHs CTOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB.

— Tak 3amaBaii ux, oka 51 Oy/ly 3aHUMAThCs €€ MaKUsIKeM, — Tokasa riedamu Kaiis.

OnuBHs yCTpOWJIaCh Ha ILUTIONIEBOM CHJEHbE, KaK €il ObUIO BEJICHO, a rapnusl Mprcesa nepen
Hell Ha KOPTOYKH, BOOPYKUBIIUCh KUCTOUKOM M KOPOOOUKOW C TEHSIMHM Jia3ypHoro 1Beta. OnuBus
HUKOI/IA TIPeX/e He Kpacuiach U MOTOMY He ObUla yBEpeHa HacyeT TAKOTO HACHIINIEHHOTO OTTEHKa,
HO BO3paXkaThb He CTasa. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OJJHA U3 MPUYHH, 110 KOTOPO# OHa 31ech. [TorpodoBarh
BCE, UTO TOJILKO MOXET MPEJIOKUTh € MUP.

— 3akpoii r1a3a, — Besnesa Kaiisa. OnuBus NoguuHWIACh M TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK KUCTOUKA MSTKO
3aropxaja no Bekam. — Haunnaii, Kameo.

[ToBTOpHOrO MpUrIIALIIEHHs HE TOTPEOOBAIOCH.

— Tl ckazasna, 4TO 3HAEIIb, IIe KUBYT JIPyrre OACPKUMBIE IEMOHAMH OECCMEpTHbBIE, — 3asBUIIA
Kawmeo, cpazy nepexons k aeiny.

— Ja.

W cnoBa monHMs He nopasuia OJIMBUIO U apMUSL AHTEJIOB HE MOSIBUIIAC.

— B Ty HOUb, KOTIa A9pPOH criac Tedsi, OH BCTPETUJI JIEBYIIKY. Ee okpykanu Kpuvaiiie TeHH,
Y10 OBl 3TO HY 3HAUMIIO. ThI ee 3Haelb?

OnuBHs KMBHYNA, OyAy4d HE B CHJIAX CAEPXKAThCS.

— Cugu cMHpHO, — IPUKPUKHYJA Ha Hee Kaiist. — Temeps MHe npuaeTcst 3aHOBO KpacHuTh Tebe
71a3, a TO cefuac OH BHIIVISAUT Tak, OyaTo 5 Te0s ynapuia. JIMYHO MHE Tak OYeHb HPABUTCS, a BOT
A3pOH, 60I0Ch, HE OIICHUT.

— U3BuHU. — OnuBUs pactipsMuiIa CIIMHY, CTapasich OOJbIe HE IeBeauThcs. — D10 CKaprer,
noub Peu. [la, Ha ciyuyaii, eciu BBl HE B Kypce, Pesi — camonpoBo3IviaiiieHHass MaTh BCEH 3eMJIU U
o3no0seHHas xena Kponoca.

— Uro? — axuyna Kameo. — JleBymika-u3-Tenu — nous 6oros? Jla He Kakux-To, a BepxoBHOTO
oora TUTAaHOB?

— Boo0ie-To ona 10oub TobKO OGoruHu. KpoHoc eit He otenl. BriepBble pa3pyraBIiuch ¢ HAM,
Pest npenanack 3anpeTHON I00BU ¢ BOMHOM-MUPMUIOHSIHUHOM.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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