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AHHOTaAIMA

A3pOH, OecCMEpPTHBII BOMH, CUYMTAET, UTO He HYXKJaercs B
TUIOTCKOM JIIoOBU. [0aTOMY KOT/1a-TO B MTOPHIBE CAMOYBEPEHHOCTH OH
6pocun Kponocy, BepxoBHOMY 00T’y TUTAaHOB, IEP3KUI BbI30OB, TPOCS
HHCIOCTATh €My TaKylo JKEHIIMHY, KOTOPOM MpUAETCs NOOUBATHCA.
W BOT yxke HECKOJIbKO Heflledb ASPOH OIIyIaeT OeCOKOHCTBO U3-
3a OnuBHH, KOTOpast MOSBUJIACH OKOJIO HETO CTOJb BHE3AIHO. AHTeNn
OHA WM JIEMOH, KakKylo yrposdy HeceT B ceOe? OJUBHUS KJISHETCS,
YTO OHA MAAIIMK aHTeN, 4TO OTKa3ajach OT OeccMepTHsi, MOTOMY
YTO el MpUKa3adu PacHpaBUTLCS ¢ AIPOHOM, a OHA HE MOXKET He
TOJILKO O0OE3INIaBUTh €r0, HO U MPUYMHUTH eMy Majeiylo 6oib. 1
OH TOTOB MOBEPUTH TOTYOOrNa30i KpacaBuile, K KOTOPOi ero Bieyer
Bce cuibHee. Ho ecnu oHM momoOAT Apyr apyra, 310 oOepHeTcs
HECUYACTLEM /I HUX OOOHX. ..
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Orta KHUra SBISIETCS XYJOKECTBEHHBIM IPOU3BEICHUEM.
Nwmena, xapakTepbl, MECTa JEMCTBUS BHIMBIIILICHBI LI TBOPYE-
CKM mepeocMbiciieHbl. Bece aHanorum ¢ JeicTBUTENIbHBIMU TIEp-



COHa’KaMM WJIA COOBITUSMU CJIy‘I&fIHH.



I'maBa 1

— Ioxoxe, MX HUCKOJIBKO HE BOJHYET, YTO OHU YMPYT.

As3poH, GecCMepTHBI BOWH, ONIEPKUMBIN IeMOHOM SIpocTH,
PUMOCTHJICS Ha Kpblilie 31aHus1 babaxoc B rieHTpe Bynanerira
U, TJI]11 BHA3, HaOmoaas 3a 6e33a00THO CIIeIaniMU I10 AeJiaM
moabMu. OHU XOAAT MO Mara3uHam, OOJITAI0T U CMEIOTCs, Tiepe-
KYyCHIBAIOT Ha Xony. HUKTO He majmaer HUIl U He yMoJsieT O0roB
MIPOJTUTH CYIIECTBOBAHUE CBOETro OpeHHOro Tejia. HUKTo He phi-
JlaeT, IOHMMasl, YTO HE CMOXKET JKUTh BEYHO.

OH mepeBet B3I C JIIofiel Ha UX OKpYKeHHe. JIBIomuics ¢
HeOeC paccesiHHBIN JIYHHBIN CBET, CMEIIMBASCh C THTAPHBIM CH-
sAHUEM (DOHAPEU, JIOKUTCA TEHAMH Ha MOIIEHbIE MOCTOBBIE. T[]0
00€e CTOPOHBI Y/HUIIBI TSIHYTCS 3/1aHUSI CO CBETJIO-3€JIeHbIMU Ha-
BecaMH HaJl BXOJIOM, H/IeaIbHO COUYETAOIMMHUCS C U3YMPYIHON
3eJIeHBIO JIEPEBbEB.

CuMMaTHYHO, €CJIM PO TPOOBI MOXKHO TaK CKa3arh.

Jltom 3HAIOT O CBOeM MeJJIeHHOM yracaHuu. YepT BO3bMH,
OHHU B3POCJIEIOT C MBICIIBIO, UYTO PAHO WM TIO3IHO MPHUAETCS TI0-
KMHYTh BCE M BCEX, KOTO JIIOOAT, U TEM HE MeHee, Kak OH 3ame-
TWI, He TPeOYIOT M JIaXke He MPOCAT OOJbIlie BpeMeHU. ITO. ..
OUYapOBBIBAET. Y3Hail A9POH, UYTO eMy BCKOpE MPEICTOUT HaBce-
I71a PacCTaThCs C APY3bIMU — IPYTUMU OJCPKUMBIMH IEMOHAMU
BOMHAMM, KOTOPBIX OH 3AIIUINAET MMOCTIeAHNAE HECKOJIBKO ThICSY
JIET, — OH TOIIIeN Obl HA YTO YTOIHO, BKJII0YAsl U MOJILOBI, JIUIIIb



Obl U3MEHUTH CBOIO CYIbOY.

Ot4ero e cMepTHBIE TOro He AealT? YTo OHM 3HAIOT Ta-
KOT0, YTO €My HEBEIOMO?

— OHM HEe IyMaT O CMEPTH, — OTO3BAJICA CUASAIIUN TOJIE
Hero [lapuc, ero apyr. — OHu KUBYT, IOKA €CTh BOBMOXHOCTb.

AspoH ¢bipkHys. He Takoro oreera oH uckai. Kak MoxHO
«KWTh, TIOKA €CTh BOBMOKHOCTb», €CJIM 9Ta BO3MOXXHOCTD JIJIUT-
Cs1 HUYTOXKHO KOPOTKOE BpeMs?

— Onu takue xpynkue. VX Jerko yHUYTOXUTh, Kak Tede OT-
JIMYHO U3BECTHO.

['oBOpHTH IOIOOHOE OBLIO OYEHB KECTOKO CO CTOPOHBI A3pO-
Ha, Beb noApyxKy Ilapuca — nim mo60BHULYY 7 MK U30PaHHYIO
JKEHILMHY? — COBCEM HEAABHO 3acTpeswiu npsamo y Ilapuca Ha
rasax. U Bce xe A3pOH B CBOMX CJIOBaX HE pacKamBaJICs.

Byayuu opepxumbiM nemoHoMm PasBparta, [lapuc BeiHY)IeH
KaX/IbIl pa3 crarb C JIPyrou KEHIIMHOW, NHAYE PUCKYET IOTe-
pATh clIIbl U yMepeTb. OH He MOXET MO3BOJIUTh ce0e OIUIaKu-
BaTh MOTEPIO JIOOOBHUIIBL. OCOOEHHO TIOOOBHUIIBI-BpPAra, KeM H
OKazasiach ero Masiblika CreHHa.

Kak HU CTBIIHO OBUIO ASPOHY 3TO NMPU3HATh, HO B KAKOW-TO
CTETeHM OH Jlaxe ObUI paji TOMY, UTO 3Ta KeHIIMHa ymepia. OHa
UCronp30Baja Obl crpacTs [laprica mpoTHB HETrO caMoro u B KO-
HEYHOM CueTe MpuBeia Obl ero K IHOesIH.

«51 e Oyy BEUHBIM FApaHTOM €ro 0e30MacHOCTH», — TOKJISLI-
cs1 cebe A3poH.

BepxoBHbiit 6or pegocraswi [lapucy BHIOOpP: BEpHYTh U3 3a-



rpoOHOTO MUpA JAYIIY €ro KeHIMHBI WK OCBOOOAUTh A3pOHA
OT y’KacalolleU Kax bl KPOBH, HABA3UMBBIX MBICIIEH O MYUYEHHU-
SIX U YOUICTBe, Tep3alolHX ero pa3yM. MBbIC/el, KOTOpbIe OH —
CTBIIHO MTPU3HATHLCS — BOILIOIAJ B )KM3Hb. CHOBA U CHOBA.

N3-3a sToro npokistus Periec, xpanuresns nemona bomnwm, ef-
Ba HE MOTEPsUT CBOIO BO3II0OIeHHY0 [laHUKYy. ASPOH eWCTBU-
TeJIbHO ObLJI TOTOB HAHECTH CMEPTENIBHBIN y/Iap M yKe 3aHeC OCT-
pbIi KUH3KaJ1, YTOOBI BOH3UTD €10 B €€ MpeJieCTHYIO 1eHKy. .. Ho
3a mur Jo Tparequu [lapric criac AspoHa, a He BO3TIOOTIEHHYIO
CuenHy, TeM caMbIM COXPAHUB KW3Hb J[aHUKH, Majgady KOTOPOr
MIHOBEHHO OCBOOOAMJICS OT BJIaJEBIIETO UM Oe3yMusl.

A>3pOH TpOAOIIKA TEP3aTbCsl YTPHI3EHUSAMU COBECTH M3-3a
€/1Ba He CTaBIIIeH peaTbHOCTBIO TPArery U IOCJIeICTBHIA BRIOOpA
Ilapuca. YyBCTBO BUHBI pa3bedaslo €ro U3HYTPU, MPOXKUTAA 10
caMbIX KOCTeH, coBHO Kucnorou. Teneps Ilapuc crpagaer, B To
BpeMsi Kak caM A3poH Hacnakaaercs csooonoi. Ho 3to BoBce
HE O3HAYaeT, YTO OH CTaHeT IAAWTh YyBCTBa Japyra. s storo
OH CJIMIIIKOM CHJIBHO ero joOuT. bomee Toro, ASpoH y Hero B
Jonry. Y npuBBIK IUIATATH MO CYETAM.

VIMeHHO IO3TOMY OHM U CUIST CEMYac Ha KpbIILE.

[Tpucmarpusath 3a Ilapucom okazasoch 3agauei He U3 Jier-
kux. Ha npotskeHun nocneqHux 1mectv Houern ASpOH MPUHO-
CWJI CI0f1a IpYyra, HEB3Mpas Ha €ro HelpepbiBHbIE ITpoTecTsl. [1a-
pHCYy OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIIb YKa3aTh HA KEHIMHY, U ASPOH TYT Xke
JOCTABJISLT €€ K HEMY U CTOsLT Ha CTPaXe, OKa OHU 3aHUMAJTUCh
cekcoM. Ho ¢ kaxnon Houbto [lapuc Bce nonbiie v Aoble Ts-



HYJI C BIOOPOM.

A3pOHY yKe CTaJIo Ka3aThCsl, UTO HA 3TOT pa3 OHU MPOCHUISAT
Ha KpBIIIIe JI0 CaMOT'0 paccBeTa, BeJisl IyCThie Pa3rOBOPHI.

Ecnu Obl HbiHE PeOBbIBAOIINI B IEMPECCUU BOUH T10 MPUMe-
py caMoro A3poHa CTOPOHUJICS ClTa0bIX CMEPTHBIX, TO ceiyac He
TOMIJICSI OBI O TOM, YerO He MOXET NomyuuTh. He Briast Obl B OT-
YasHKUEe OT CBOEro OECCUIIMS ¥ He OTPHUIIAIT OBl €r0 10 CKOHYAHUS
BpEMEH.

A3pOH B3[I0XHYJL.

— [Napuc, — Havan on u ymonk. Kakue momoOparts cioBa? —
[Mopa yxe nepecrarh ckopoeTb. — Xoporto. Cpasy 1o cyTH, Kak
OH JIIOOUT. — DTO ocnadiseT Teosl.

[Mapuic mpoBet S3bIKOM O 3yOam.

— Kro 681 roBopmit 0 cadoctu. CKOMbKO pa3 ToOo# Oe3pas-
JeJIbHO OBJIazieBa JieMoH flpoctu? BeccueTHoe KoimmMuecTBo. A
CKOJIBKO Pa3 U3 3TOro 6€CCUeTHOro KOJIMUECTBAa BUHUTD ClIE/I0Ba-
70 6oros? JIumb oguH. Koraa 1eMoH mopadolaer TBoe TeJo, Thi
HAIpOYb Tepsiellb HaJl COOON KOHTPOJIb. Tak uTo 1aBaii He OyneM
J00aBJIATH K CITUCKY TBOUX I'PEXOB JIMIIEMEPUE, JOrOBOPUIINCH?

AspoH He obuzencs. K coxaneHuio, eMy Heuero BO3pa3uTh
[Tapucy. Mnorna gemon Apoctyu AefcTBUTENLHO 3aBIaJeBa €ro
TeJIOM, 3aCTaBJisAsl JIETaTh HaJl TOPOJIOM W HamajaaTh Ha J0OOTO
JeJIoBeKa B MpeJieliax JoCATaeMOCTH, Kajleya ¥ YIUBAsACh 4yKUM
yxkacoM. B Takux cimydasix A3poH MOJHOCTBIO OCO3HABA MPOUC-
XofisIee, Ho ObLT He B COCTOSIHUM TTPEKPaTUTh OOMHIO.

Koropyto He Bcerna 1 xoTesnoch mpekpaiiarb. Hekotopsie Jio-



IV 3aCITYKUBAIOT TIOIOOHON YYAaCTH.

Ho emy HeHaBUCTHA TTOTEepsT KOHTPOJISL HaJ| COOO M HU3BE/Ie-
HUE JI0 YPOBHSI MaproHeTKU. Vi ruisiinyineit mo komasae ooe-
3bssHKU. [IpeObiBasi B MOJOOHOM COCTOSIHUM, APOH Mpe3upa
CBOEro JIEMOHA — M BCE K€ He TaK CHJIbHO, Kak ce0si camoro.
[ToTOMy 4TO C HEHaBUCTBIO OH MO3HAI ropaocTs. ['opnocts Apo-
cThi0. [{7151 TOro yTOOBI OTBOEBATH y IEMOHA KOHTPOJIb HAJl CUTY-
aruen, TpeOylTcs CHIIB, a CHJla JII0OOTo pojia ecTh Harpaja.

OpnHako 60pbOa MeK Ty JTIOOOBBIO ¥ HEHABUCTHIO €T0 MO-TIPEX-
HEMY TPEBOXHUT.

— ThI TONBKO YTO MOATBEPAUI MOU CJIOBA, XOTh M HEMpe/IHA-
MEpPEeHHO, — CKa3ayl A3poH, BO30OHOBIsA Oeceny. — CrnadocTh
MOPOXAAET pa3pylleHne. ITO 3aKOH.

B cnyuae IMapuica ckopOb paBHO3HaUHA pacCesTHHOCTH, KOTO-
past MOXeT oKa3aTbCsl haTaTbHOM.

— Kakoe otHorienue 3to umeer ko MHe? Kakoe oTHoIeHne
3TO UMEET K TeM JIIo[siM BHU3Y ? — cipocud [lapuc.

ASpOH TIOHSUI, YTO TPHIIUIO BpeMsi OOPHCOBATh CUTYAIIUIO
MacIITabHo.

— Te moau. .. [To Mepkam BEUHOCTU OHU CTapEIOT U YMUPAIOT
B O/IUH MWT.

— Yro ¢ Toro?

— Jlaii MHe TOTOBOPHTH. Eciiv BITIOOUIIIBLCS B CMEPTHYIO KEH-
HIMHY, CMOXelllb ObITh C HEMl BCEro HECKOJIbKO JIeCSTKOB JieT. U
TO, €CJIM €€ paHblIIle He YHeceT O0JIe3Hb MM HECYACTHBIN CITyYai.
[Tpuyem Bce 3TH TOABI THI Oy/IelIb HAOMIOIaTh, KAK OHA yracaer,



MeJIEHHO MPUOIMKAsCh K CMEPTH, M 3HATh, YTO BIepenu Teos
OXHJAeT 11ej1asi BEUHOCTh Oe3 Hee.

— CrmionHow meccumusM. — [lapuc mpuiiokHyn si3sikoM. He
TaKOU peakIu OKUIa1 OT Hero A3poH. — Thl paccMaTpuBaelib
9TH TOIBl KaK HEOOJBIIOW MPOMEKYTOK Iepe/l HeOTBPaTUMOM
NoTepell TOro, KOro He MOXKEIb 3alllUTUTh. A sI — KaK Bpems
HaCJIaX/ICHY sl BeJIMYaliim OyarociopeHreM. biarocioBenuem,
KOTOpoe IpedyAeT ¢ TOOOU BCI0 OCTABIIYIOCS BEYHOCTb.

[Tpedynet ¢ Todoi? I'mynoctu! Koraa Tepsiens 4to-10 10pO-
roe, BOCIIOMUHAHUS MTPEBPAIIAIOTCS B MyUUTETbHOE HAITOMUHA-
HHUE O TOM, Yero yxe HUKoraa He Oyaer. Takve BOCHOMUHAHUS
CKOpee OCJIOKHSIOT KU3Hb, OTBJIEKAIOT, — B oinyre ot [lapuca,
A>3pOH He cobupaJics MPUYKPAIINBATh CUTYAIHIO, — & He TpH/a-
10T CHJL.

Y A3poHa U 0Ka3aTeIbCTBO UMEETCS — COOCTBEHHBIE UYB-
crBa Kk baneny, onep:xxumomy neMonom HeBepusi, KOTOpbIil HEKO-
ra ObLT ero JyqluM Apyrom. JlaBHBIM-IaBHO ApPOH MOTEpPsLT
TOT0, KOTO JIOMIT OO0JIbIIIe, YeM MOT Obl JTIOOUTHh POTHOTO OpaTta,
U Ternepb, OCTaBasICh HaeMHE ¢ COOOM, YyacTo mpezacTapisier ba-
JIeHa ¥ [yMaeT O TOM, KaK MorJia Obl CIIOKUTHCS KU3Hb, €CJIH Obl
TOT He TOruo.

[Mapucy oH OIOOHON y4acTy He KeJaer.

Yepr ¢ Helt, ¢ MACIITaOHOCTBIO. YK JIydllle CHOBa OOPaTUTHCS
K JKE€CTOKOCTH.

— Ecmu TH criocoGeH ¢ JIerKOCThi0 MPUHSATH yTPaTy, Kak
yTBEPKAaelllb, ToYeMy ke TOrJa Bee erre cKkopouib o Cuenne?



Cger syHsl o3apuJt Jimuo [lapuca, 1 A3poH 3ameTus, YTo 11a-
3a y Hero cjerka ocrekjieHnenme. [loxoxe, oH main. Onsre.

— VYV Hac He ObUIO HECKOJIBKHX AECATKOB JieT. Beero nuiib
HECKOJIbKO JIHEH, — MPOU3HEC OH OE3KM3HEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

«HyXHO uaTH 10 KOHLA».

— A ecu Obl THI IPOXKUI C HEW CTO JIET, TO CMUPHIICS OBI C
€e CMepThI0?

[ToBucna may3a.

KoneuHo xe Her.

— XBarut! — ITapuc ymapui KyJakoM IO KpblIe ¢ TaKOW CH-
JIOH, YTO BCe 37JaHue CoAPOrHyJioch. — He xouy 6osbiie 00 3T0M
TOBOPUTb.

Ouenb m1oxo.

—[Moteps ectb motepst. CradbocTh ecthb c1adocTh. He mo3posnsist
ceOe MPUBSA3BIBATbCS K JIOSIM, HE CTAHEM U MepeKUBaTh, KOTa
oHU yMpYT. Eciu Mbl 3aKanum cBou cepilia, To He Oy/ieM kenaTb
TOr0, YEro He MOXXEM MOMyuuTh. Halltm 1eMoHbl penoaanu Ham
XOPOIINY YPOK.

Hekorna ux 1eMOHBI OOMTAITH B a1y ¥ OTYASTHHO KaKAaI1 00-
pectu cBoOoay. OObeAMHUBIINUCH, OHU CyMEH BbIOPaThCs, HO
B KOHEYHOM CYETe JIMIIb CMEHWIU OJHY TIOPbMY Ha JIpYyrylo, u
BTOpasl OKa3ajach ropasjo Xyxe MepBou.

[locne MeITOK cepoi U IJIAMEHEM MPEUCTIONHEN JEMOHBI Ha
THICAYY JIET OKa3aJuCh 3anepTeiMu B japie [lannopsl. Tricsauy
JIeT ThMbI, Oe3bIicxoqHOCTH U Oonu. Ha celi pa3 oHU IUIIUIMCDH
HE TOJIbKO CBOOO/IBI, HO ¥ HA/IEK/Ibl HA JTyUIITyIO JOJTIO.



Ecnu Obl 1eMOHBI ObUTH CUJIbHEE U CIIOCOOHBI 00y3/1aTh CBOU
JKeJIaHW s, He TIONaJv Obl B TIJIEH.

Ecmu 661 A3poH 00naian J0CTaTOYHOM CWJIOW BOJIM, TO HE
cran Obl MOMOTaTh OTKPBIBATh Jiapell. M Torga ero He nmocTUrio
ObI POKJISITHE, U TEJIO €r0 He TPEBPATUIIOCH Obl BO BMECTHIIUIIIE
JUTSl BeJIMUYAMIIero 371a, KOTOpoe OH caM ke M ocBoOoami. Ero
He M3rHam Obl ¢ HeOeC, U3 eJMHCTBEHHOIO JJ0Ma, KOTOPhIA OH
3HaJI, U He OOPEKJIM MPOBECTU OCTATOK BEUHOCTH HA HECIIOKOM-
HOU 3eMJIe, IJIe HHYTO HE OCTAETCSI HeU3MEHHbBIM.

OH He motepsi1 Obl basieHa, Bpak/iyss C OXOTHUKaMU — TIpe-
3pEHHBIMU CMEPTHBIMU, HEHABUASIIUMHU Biagblk U OOBUHSIO-
IIMMU UX BO BceM 371e mupa. [Ipyr ymep ot paka? — Pazymeercs,
BUHOBaTHl Bragpiku. JIeBouka-noapocTok oOHapyKMIa, 4yTo Oe-
pemenHa? — I 3170, HECOMHEHHO, TPOUCKU Briajibik.

Byab ASpoH Kperue JyXoM, He OKa3aJicsi Obl CHOBA BTSIHY ThIM
B BOIiHY, IJle HY’)KHO cpakaTbCsl M yOuBath. Beerna youBars.

— Th1 kKOrIa-HUOYD Kenan cMepTHyI0? — ciipocut [lapuc, oT-
BJIEKas €ro OT MPaYHbIX MbICIeU. — B muiane cexkca?

ASpPOH HETPOMKO XMBIKHYJT:

— BriyctuTh B CBOIO JKM3Hb KEHIUHY Ha OJWH JIeHb U MOTe-
paTh ee Ha cienyomuii? Her. — OH He Takoil nypak.

— Kto roBoput, 4to Thl 00s13aTelIbHO ee moTepsierib? — [apric
BBITAIIIMJT U3 BHYTPEHHETO KapMaHa KOXKaHOW KypTKU (PIISIKKY.

CHoBa ankoronb? BusHo, 601TOBHS, 3aTesiHHAsL, YTOOBI TOJI-
HSATH IPYTY HACTPOEHUE, He MIPUHECIIA MOJIb3bI.

Cnenas 6osbinon rotok, [Napuc godaswt:



— ¥V Mbaanokca ectb duuiH, y JliockeHa — AHbs, y Pelieca —
Hanwka, a Terieps 1 'y Cabuna ectb ['Ben. [laxe y cectpsl I'BeH,
BbsiHKM YkacHOM, MeeTcs1 BO3/IIOOIEHHBIN — aHTeNl, C KOTOPBIM
MHE MPUIILIOCh OOPOTHCS B MacJie. .. BIpoyeM, He BaxHo. He Oy-
JeM 00 9TOM TOBOPHTb.

Boporsca B macne? [la yx, O TaKOM JEUCTBUTEIIBHO JIy4lle HE
TOBOPUTb.

— Bce aTu mapouku obpenu Apyr apyra, HO Kaxjaas U3 KeH-
IIIMH 00J1a/1aeT KaKOW-TO CIIOCOOHOCTBIO, BBIJICIISIONIEH ee cpein
npourx. OHM HE IPOCTHIE CMEPTHBIE.

OpHaKo 3TO HE O3HAYAET, YTO OHU OyayT kUTh BeuHo. [laxe
O6eccMepTHBIX MOXXHO youTh. KoMy, kak He ASpOHy, 3TO 3HaTh,
BeJIb IMEHHO OH 1o100paJt rosioBy bajeHa — oTaesIeHHyIo OT Ty-
soBuia. I MMEHHO OH MepBBIM YBU/JIE]T HABEUHO 3aCThIBILIEE HA
JIMIIE JpyTa BhIpaXkeHHUe IOoKa.

— Hy, npuser, pemenue npooiemsl. Bcero-to u HykHO, 4TO
HAWTH KEHIIUHY C YHUKAJBbHBIMU CIOCOOHOCTSIMU, — CYXO 3aMe-
i apuc.

Ecnu 6s1 Bce 6bU10 Tak mpocto. Kpome Toro. ..

— V Mmensd ectb JlermoH, v ¢ HEM OOHOM SI B JaHHBI MOMEHT
MOTY COBJIa/IaTh.

[Ipn BOCIIOMMHAaHUM O MAJIEHbKOW JIEMOHECCE, CTaBLIEU MY
KeM-TO Bpojie Jouepu, A3poH ycMmexHyscs. Poctom oHa enBa
JOXOOUT €My JI0 Mosica. 3eJieHas Yelllysl, 1Ba MaJEHbKUX pora,
HEJJAaBHO BHIPOCIIIME Y HEe Ha TOJIOBE, U OCTPbIE 3yObl, BHIIEISIO-
Iye SIIOBUTYIO CTIOHY. [lnamemsl — ee JIoOMMoOe yKpallieHre, a



JKUBAd IUIOTh — JIIOOMMOE OJTI0JI0.

[NepBoii ee cmabocTH OH BCSIYECKH TOTAKAET, & CO BTOPOU CTa-
paetcsi 60pOThCsl.

C Jlernon AspoH mo3HakoMuJjicsi B aay. BepHee, HacTONBKO
OJIM3KO OT I'€EHHBI OTHEHHOM, HACKOJILKO BOOOIIE MOKHO ITOI0-
Opatbcst 6e3 prcKa CropeThb 3a)KUBO B )KapKoM Tuiamenu. Ero 3a-
KOBAJIM B IENH, TaK CKa3aTh, B IIare OT MPEUCIIOJHEU, OIbSIHEB-
IIEro OT MPOKJISITOM JKaXk /bl KPOBH, 3aCTaBJISIBIIICH HANaaaTh J1a-
e Ha Jpy3ell. JlernoHn nmpopblia Xxon B TEMHUILy ASpOHa, U ee
MIPUCYTCTBHE KaKUM-TO 00Pa30M IMPOSICHUIIO €r0 Pa3yM U IpH-
JaJ1o xkejaHHble cuibl. OHa MoMoria emy coexarb, U ¢ TeX Top
OHM HUKOIJIA HE PACCTaBaJIUCh.

Hlo Hacrosmero moMmeHTa. Ero aparoneHsas qeBoyka BEpHY-
JIach B HEHABUCTHBIN €M aJ1, TOTOMY YTO HEeKWi MpeJaHHbIN 00-
raM aHrejl Talkom HaOMoAaeT 3a ASPOHOM, MpsAYach B TEHU,
OCTaBasICh HEBUJIMMBIM, OKUJad. .. Yero-To. Yero — Heu3BeCTHO.
B Hacrosiimil MOMEHT ASpPOH He OIIYILAET STOr0 MPUCTAIBHOTO
B3IJI5/1a, HO 3HAET, YTO aHreJ BepHeTcsa cHoBa. M JIernoH He BbI-
HECJIA €ro MPUCYTCTBUSI.

OTKMHYBIIMCH Ha3al, APpDOH BCMOTpENCA B HOYHOE HeOO.
3Be3/Ibl CeroiHs CUSIOT, CJIOBHO OPMIJTMAHTBI, PACCHIITAHHBIE 110
JepHOMY aTiacy. Hora, sxesasi HacIaguThCs XOTsI Obl WJUTIO3M-
€l YeIMHEHUsI, OH B3JIETAJl TaK BBICOKO, KaK TOJILKO MOT, a 3a-
TEM KaMHEM TMaJaJl BHU3, CTPEMUTENILHO U YBEPEHHO, pacIlpaB-
JIs1s1 KpbUIbsI JIMIIIb 32 TIapy CEKYHJI 10 yAapa O 3eMJII0.

[Mapuc cpenan eme oguH OOJBIION TIOTOK M3 (PISHKKH, U B



BO3J/IyXe TMOIUIbUI apoMaT aMOpPO3WM, HEXKHBIA U CIAJKHUMA, Kak
apIxaHue pedeHka. A3poH rmokayvan roinoBoil. [Tapuc nzdpan am-
OpO3UI0 CBOMM HAPKOTHKOM, MOTOMY YTO OHAa €JUHCTBEHHAs
CrocoOHa MPUTYIUISITh pa3yM M BO3/EHCTBOBATH Ha Tena Oec-
CMEpTHBIX BpOJIe HUX, HO €e HeyMepeHHOe yrnoTpedieHre mpe-
Bpalllajio HEKOra CBUPENOro BOM Ha B pa3MasHIo.

['ne-to no ynuiiam 6poaut ["aneH, mpeIBoauTeN b OXOTHUKOB,
OIEP’KUMBIA IEMOHOM, Kak U Bnaapiku, nmostomy AspoHy Tpe-
Oyertcst, utoOsl [Tapric x0T HEMHOTO cOOOpaXka. A ere Jydiie —
npeObIBaI B MOTHOM OOEBOI FOTOBHOCTH, BE/lb HEBEIOMOI'O aH-
rejia ToKe He CTOUT CIUCHIBATh CO CYETOB. AHTelbl, KaK HeJJaBHO
BBISICHIIT ASPOH, 3aHUMAIOTCSI YHUYTOXKEHUEM JIEMOHOB.

Xoten ym 3TOT aHren ero yours? HeusBectHo, u Jlucanap,
BO3/IOOIEHHBIN BhsIHKY, HE MOTPYAWIICS TTPOSICHUTH CUTYAIIHIO.
Brnipouem, 3T0 U He BakHO. A3pPOH COOMpAJICS BBIIOTPOIIUTD
Tpyca, Oyab TOT MYKUMHON WJIM KEHIIMHOM, KaK TOJBKO TOMY
JOCTaHeT MYKeCTBA CHOBA CYHYTbCSI K HEMY.

HukTo He pasnyuur ero ¢ JIermoH, a TotT, KTO OCMEJIUTCA BMe-
1aThCS, IOMJIATUTCS. B 9TOT camblil Mur OeIHS’KKa MOXKET CTpa-
Jath aymeBHO win ¢usndecku. [Tpu 31oit Mpican A3poH cTuc-
HYJI KyJIAKU C TaKOW CWUJIOW, YTO KOCTU e€fiBa He TpecHyu. Co-
Opathbsi €ro MIJIOW MAJIBIIIKK JTIOOAT HACMEXaThCsl Ha/l ee J00-
pPOTOM M cOCTpajaHreM. A ellle UM HPaBUTCS 3a HEW TOHATHCS,
¥ OIHMM OoraM M3BECTHO, YTO OHHU Obl C Hell crenanu, ecinu O
CyMEJH MOUMAaTh.

— Kak Ob1 Tb1 HY JI00M JlernoH. .. — npousHec [lapuc, cHoBa



BbIIEpruBasi ASpoHa U3 TITyOOKOHN TPSCUHBI MbICTIed. 3aIyCTuB
KaMHEM B ITPOTHUBOIIOIOKHOE 3/1aHKE, OH JIOTHJT OCTAaTOK aMmOpo-
31U 1 JoroBopuii: — OHa He criocoOHa yA0BJIETBOPUTH BCE TBOU
MOTPEOHOCTH.

OH, KOHEYHO, UMeeT B BUAY cekc. Heyxenu Henb3s 3aKpbiTh
3Ty TEMY pa3 1 HaBceraa? A3poH B3A0XHYJ. OH He cnall ¢ KeH-
IIMHOW HECKOJIBKO JIET, a MOXET, U BekoB. He crosT oHu 3a-
TpayeHHbIX ycrini. M3-3a geMoHa fApoctu xeaHre NpuIruHUTh
JOOOBHHMIIE BpeJl CKOPO MEPEeBENINBAJIO KeJlaHUe JIOCTABUTH el
YA0BOJIBCTBUE. Bosiee Toro, MOKphITOMY TaTYyMPOBKAMH U 3aKa-
JIGHHOMY B 00sIX ASPOHY NMPUXOIMJIOCH TSKKUM TPYJIOM 3aBOe-
BBIBATh pacriojiokeHue k cede. JKeHimHbl ero 6osiTcst — U mpa-
BWJIBHO JIeNaloT. [TonbITKY MOHPaBUTHCS UM TPeOYIOT BpeMEHU
Y TEpIIEHNs1, KOTOPbIMU OH HE pacrosiaraer. B KoHue KOHIIOB, Y
HEro ecTh Jieia oBaxHee. TpeHupoBKY, HaIpUMep, OXpaHa J10-
Ma u apy3seit. [Torakanue mo0oii npuxotu Jlernox.

— Her y MeHs TakuX MOTPeOHOCTEM.

Mo Gompmeit yactu 310 MpaBaa. HaseneHHbli xene3Hou ca-
MOJIUCLIMTUTMHOM, ASPOH PeIKO MOIAABAJCs KeJIAHUSIM IJIOTH.
OH Mor cebGe 3TO MO3BOJUTh, pa3Be UTO OCTaBAsICh B OIUHOYE-
CTBe.

— 4 mory nmosmyuuts Bce, uto 3axody. Ciyman, Mel cloga oT-
KPOBEHHMUYATh 3a0pasvCh WM YTOOBI HAUTH TeOe JTI0OOBHHUILY ?

3apsbryas, [lapuc MBBIPHY MyCTYI0 (DIISKKY TOUHO Tak iKe,
Kak npexje kameHb. OHa yapuiach 0 CTeHy IPOTUBOINOJIOKHO-
T0 3JaHus1, B3METHYB OOJIAUKO MBUTM U KAMEHHOU KPOIIIKH.



— Ipuner neHp, Korga KTo-TO ovapyeT TeOs, MPUBJIEYET U
NIOMMAeT B CETH, U ThI OY/IIITb KeJaTh ee KaXI0W KJIETOUYKOH Te-
na. Hazetock, oHa cBesieT Te0s1 ¢ yma. Hanetock, 4To XoTst Obl 1o-
Hayajy CTaHeT OTBepraTh TeOsl, 3acTaBisAs Mmoderath 3a COOOM.
MoxeT, Torja Thl TOYyBCTBYEIIIb XOTh TOJIMKY MOl O0Ju.

— Ecni umenHo 310 TpedyeTcs, 9ToObl OTIIATUTh TeOe 3a TO,
YeM Thl pay MEHs MOKEPTBOBAJ, 51 C PAAOCThIO IPUMY TaKyIO
y4acTtb. Jlaxe Oymay MOIUTH O Hell OOroB.

A3poH He Mor cebe MPeICTaBUTh, YTO BO3XKEIAeT KEHIIMHY,
CMEpTHYIO WM OECCMEPTHYIO, HACTOJIBKO, UTO TO Pa3PYIIUT €T0
®u3Hb. OH HE TIOXOX Ha JAPYTMX BOUHOB, MOCTOSIHHO HITYIIMX
cebe mapy, ¥ JEUCTBUTEIBHO MPEANOUnTaeT oguHOoUecTBO. Hy,
WJIM HaXoAuThCsl HaeanHe ¢ Jlernon. Kpome Toro, oH ciauikomM
ropi, 4ToObl Oerath 3a KeHIIIMHOW, He OTBEYAIOIIeH Ha ero JyB-
CTBA.

Opnako ceityac A3poH rosopuii cepbe3Ho. Paau [apuca on B
caMoM JieJie TOTOB Ha UTO YrOJIHO.

— Cnpimis, Kponoc?! — npokprvan oH, OAHSB TOJIOBY K
HeOecaMm. — [Tonum MHe xeHimHy. Takyto, KoTopasi OyaeT MeHs
My4uThb. Takylo, KOTOpast OTBEprHeT MeHsi!

— CamoHaiesiHHbI yOMIOIOK, — HErpoMKo 3acmestics Ila-
puc. — Uto, ecu OH 1 BIpaBIy MOLUIET TeOe TaKylo TOPITUKY ?

AspoHa nopajoBaia Becenoctsb [lapuca. OH ceryac Tak 1o-
XOX Ha ceOs1 mpexHero!

— CuibHO COMHEBAIOCh.

KpoHoc moBesiesn1, 4ToObl BOUHBI COCPEOTOUMINCH HA YHU-



yTOKeHUH ["asieHa. 1o cTaso ero HaBSI3YMBOU UJIEEH C TeX Top,
kak JlaHvKa npenckaszana, yTo BepxoBHbIM OOT IOTUOHET OT Py-
ku ['anena.

Hanvika siBnsiercst BeceBuasiimum OkoMm, U ee BUJEHUs BCeria
coniBatotcs. Jlaxke moxue. Ho ecTb B 3TOM U MOJIOKUTEIBLHBIN
MOMEHT: 3Has1 OyyIlee 3apaHee, MOXKHO MOMNBITAThCS €r0 U3Me-
HUTh. 1o KpaiiHel Mepe, TEOPETUUYECKH.

— A ecnu Bce ke nonuieT? — cHoa crpocui [lapuc, 4ToOs!
HAPYIIUTH 3aTSHYBIIEeCs MOTYaHUE.

— Ecn KpoHoc oTBeTHT Ha MO MOJIBOBI, CTaHy HACTAXAaTh-
Csl TIOCJIE/ICTBUSIMU, — YXMBUIbHYBIIUCh, coirail AspoH. — Hy,
XBaTUT yxke 000 MHe. [laBaii criesiaeM TO, 3a4eM MPUIILTH.

BrinpsiMuBITIFCh, OH TIOCMOTpEN BHU3 HAa HAYABIIYIO PElETh
TOJITY.

Paayu coxpaHHOCTHM MOCTOBBIX BbE3/] aBTOTPAHCIIOPTA B 3TY
YacTh ropoja 3arpeTuiiv, U JIOIU XOIWIU 37ech nemkom. [To-
9TOMYy A3POH U BEIOpas 310 MecTo. EMy BOBCe He yblOanoch Bbl-
TacKMBaTh n30panumiy [lapuca u3 aBmkyeiics mammHbl. Cei-
yac e [lapucy Bcero-To u HyXKHO, YTO clieJiaTh BBIOOP, U ASPOH,
pacnpaBuB KpPbLIbsl, Cpa3y JI0CTaBIs1 ero BHU3. OMH B3IJISI HA
MIPEKPACHOTrO TOyOOIIa30r0 AbsBONIA — M U30paHHAs] MM JKCH-
IIMHa OCTAHABJIMBAJACh U BOCTOP:KEHHO axaja. MHorna opHou
yneiOku [lapuca OKas3bIBaJIOCh JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI YOEIUTh ee
pa3neThes MPSIMO HA YJIULIE, T/Ie MOT YBUAETh JTI00O0M CTydaiHbli
TTPOXOKUM.

— Hukoro 1e1 He Hauzaemb, — orMaxHyics [lapuc. — A yxe



CMOTpEIL.

—Kak Hacuer... 31oi1? — A9poH yKa3aj Ha IyXJIeHbKYIO OJIOH-
JUHKY B Yepecuyp OTKPOBEHHOM HapsiJe.

— Her. — Hu maneiiiero kone6anusi. — CJIUIIKOM. .. O4EeBU/I-
HO.

«OnATh B3UICA 32 CTAPOE», — C yKacoM ogyMas A3poH, yKa-
3bIBas Ha JPYIylo KEHIIUHY:

— A ara?

Bpicokasi, ¢ coOMa3HUTENbHBIM TEJIOM M KOIHOW KOPOTKHX
pbuKMX Bostoc. Ofera KOHCEPBATUBHO.

— Her. CiuiiikoM myskernoioOHasl.

— Y10 31O 3HAUUT, YepT noaepu?

— ITO 3HAYMUT, 4TO £ ee He xouy. Crenyromas.

buteii yac A3poH npejuiaran KaHAUJATypsl MOTEHIMAIBHBIX
mo6oBHUII, a [lapuc oTBeprajg UX Mo pa3HbIM CMEXOTBOPHBIM
NIPUYMHAM: CJIMILIIKOM HEBUHHASA, CJIMILIKOM HEPALUIMBAs, CIIULI-
KOM 3aropenasi, CIMIIKOM OnefHasi. EqMHCTBEHHBIM mpHemie-
MBIM OTKa30M ObLIO: «f] ¢ Hell yke cran», a Tak Kak [Tapuc cman
CO MHOTMMHU, A3POH 4acCTO CJIBIIIAJ 3TU CJIOBA.

— B koHeuHOM cuete TeOe nmpuaeTcsl Koro-to Bbiopars. ITove-
My Obl HE IPEKPATUTh HAIIM My4YeHus1? 3aKpoy 71a3a ¥ TKHU Ha-
yraza. Ha koro ykaxenib, Ta U BBIUTPaET.

— 41 yxe ogHax /bl urpai B 3Ty urpy. 1 3akoHumnace oHa. .. —
[Mapuc B3nporHyn. — He Baxkno. He3auem 00 9TOM BCIOMMHATD.
Tak uro Het. [IpocTo Her.

— Kak nacuer...



A3pOH ocekcsl, YBUIEB, KaK KEHIIMHA, HA KOTOPYIO OH IpH-
CTAJILHO CMOTpeJI, Mcyesiia B TeHu. He nponasia u3 nons 3peHus,
YTO BIOJIHE B NpUpoje Benlen. Yto cuntaercss Hopmou. Her, oHa
MPOCTO PACTBOPUIIACK: TOJILKO YTO CTOSIJIa HA MOCTOBOM, a B CJie-
IOYIOIUA MUT rcdessia. TeHb KakMM-TO 0Opa3oM BTSHYNIA ee B
ce0s1, TOYHO Ha MOBOJIKE.

ASpOH BCKOUMJI Ha HOTH, W U3 IEeJNed Ha ero OOHaXEeHHON
CIIMHE aBTOMATUYECKU MOSIBUJIMCh U PACKPBUIUCH KPbLIbSI.

— ¥V Hac pobrema.

— Yro crpsacnocs? — [apuc Toxe Bckouni. Jlaxke cierka rnoka-
YUBASCH MOCJIE aMOPO3UHU, OH TIO-TIPEKHEMY OCTABAJICS BOMHOM
11 MTHOBEHHO BBIXBAaTHJI KMHKAJI.

— TemHoOBOIOCad keHIIWHA. TH ee BUen?

— Koropy1o n3 Hux?

Bot u otBeT Ha Bonpoc AspoHa. Her, He Buzesn. B nporuBHOM
cllydae He CcTaJl Obl CIIpaIlivBaTh, O KOM peyb.

— Wnpem. — AspoH 0OXBaTWII pyra 3a Tajauio M CIPHITHYJ C
Kkpbiy. Berep Tpenan Bosiockl [laprca, HECKONBKO pa3HOLIBET-
HBIX TIpsJer XJIeCTHYJIM €ro 1O JIMILY, a 3eMJIsl Bce TIpuOvKa-
JIack. .. MpUOIMKaIack... — CMOTpu B 06a. MBI UIlIeM KEHIIUHY
C YEpHBIMHU BOJIOCAMU [IO TUIEY, MPSIMYI0, TOYHO MaJKa, POCTOM
MIPUMEPHO TATh (DYTOB JIECSTh IOUMOB, JIET BAIIATH C HEOOITb-
IIMM, OZIETYIO BO Bce yepHoe. Ckopee BCero, OHa He YeJIOBeK.

— Yobem?

— Her, B ruieH Bo3bMeM. Y MeHs1 K HEl €CTh BOIPOCHI.

Hanpumep, kak er yaajioch UCUE3HYTh, 324EM OHa 3€Ch U Ha



KOTO padoTaeT. Y 6ecCMepTHBIX BCer/ia UMEIOTCS] MOTHBHI.

ASpOH B3MaxHYJI KPbUTbSIMH 32 MHT IO CTOJIKHOBEHUS C Oe-
TOHOM M KaMHEM. 3aMe/JIMBIINCh, OH C JIETKUM TOJYKOM TpH-
3eMJIWJICS] HA HOTH, oTitycTu [lapuca, u oHUM TYT ke pa3oluInch
B pa3HBIX HarpasjieHusx. [locie Thicsd JieT cpakeHui O0K 0 00K
Jpy3bsi 3HAIM, KaK JIEHCTBOBATh, He 0OTOBapuBasi Kaxj0e JIBU-
KEeHHUEe 3apaHee.

A>pOH, Mpsiua KpbUibsl, CTPEMIJIAB MIOHECCS 10 Y3KOH yJIOUKe,
YXOJISIIIeN HAJIEBO, TAK KAK UMEHHO B 9TOM HaITpaBJIeHUH TIOIILIa
xenmHa. [Io qopore oH 3aMeTHIT HECKOJIBKUX JTIOAEH — TTapod-
Ky, JIepKaIlyiocs 3a pyKH, 0e310MHOT0, TIHIOIIEro BUCKH U3 Oy-
TBUIKH, YEJIOBEKA, BBITYJIMBAIOIIEr0 cO0aKy, — HO HU CJiefa TeM-
HOBOJIOCOH KeHIMHBI. JIo0ekaB 1O KUPIUYHOM CTeHbI, A3POH
obepuyicst. Yept nozpepu. Yto, eciv oHa Takas ke, Kak JliocbeH?
CrniocoOHa TeenopTHpOBaThCS B IIOOOE MECTO CUIION MBICIH ?

Haxwmypusiivics, A3poH punysicsi ooparHo. Eciu nonagoourt-
cs1, OH OOBIIIET KaXIyI0 YJIUILy B 9TOM paiione. OIHaKO Ha MoJ-
MyTH Ha3aJ TeHU BOKPYT HEro CTyCTUJIMCh, 3aTMEBasi 30JI0TH-
CTHIN cBeT (poHapeit. M3 Mpaka MpocauyrBaIUCh THICSTYH TIPUTITY-
IIEHHBIX KPUKOB, TMOTHBIX My4Y€HUS U arOHUU.

A>3pOH OCTaHOBUJICS, OMACAasICh BPE3aThCsl BO UTO-TO WJIHM KO-
TO-TO, ¥ BHIXBATWJI KMHXKaJIbl. Kakoro bsiBONa TYT TBO. ..

Brpyr U3 TeHu B HECKOJIBKMX IIarax OT HEro BBINLIA JKEeH-
IIMHA — ma camas xeHnmHa. OHa Ka3anach eTMHCTBEHHBIM JTy-
YOM CBETa BO BHE3AITHO BO3HUKIIIEM OrPOMHOM IPOCTPAHCTBE
TbMBI. [71a3a YepHBI, KaK OKPYKAIOIIUI MpaK, TyObl — KpaCHBIE U



YBJIQKHEHHBIE — TIOXOKU Ha KpoBb. OHa Obl1a KpacuBa 0COOEH-
HOM, KE€CTOKOW KPaCOTOU.

Hemon Slpoctu 3ammmren y A3poHa B rojioBe.

Ha mraoBenue AspoH ucnyrascsi, uto KpoHoc aeficTBuTe N b-
HO YCJIBIIIIAJT €0 MOJIbOY M TIOCIIall JKeHIMHY Tep3ath ero. Ho,
7157151 Ha Hee, OH He OIIYTUJI HA PACTEeKAIOIIerocs o BeHaM Xka-
pa, HU YYallIeHHOTo cepaieOueHns, 0 KOTOPbIX PaCcCKa3bIBAIN
apyrue Bnagpiky, onuceiBasi BCTpedy CO CBOMMU M30paHHUIIA-
Mu. B He3HaKOMKe HET POBHBIM CUETOM HUYErO OCOOEHHOTrO —
A>poH uyepe3 cekyHay Obl 0 Hell 03a0bLI.

— Tak-tak-Tak. [Toxoxe, MHe yabiOHynachk ynada! OmuH u3
Bragpik IIpeucriogHeit Moyt MeHs CBOUM IPHUCYTCTBUEM, —
MIPOrOBOPWJIA JKEHIIIMHA XPUIUIBIM, KaK y KypPHJIBIIUKA, TOJIO-
coM. — Jlaxe MPOCUTH HEe MPUILLLIOCh.

— Ha, s Biagpika. — Kakon cmbici otpuniath oueBuaHoe? ['o-
pOXaHe cpasy y3HaloT A3poHa U Jpyrux BouHoB. HekoTopbie na-
K€ CUATAIOT UX aHreslaMu. OXOTHUKY TOXKE Y3HAIOT UX C IIEPBOTO
B3[JISIIa, HO HA3bIBAIOT JeMOHamu. Kak Obl TO HHM ObLTO, STUMU
CBE/IEHUSIMU €]1Ba JIU MOXHO BOCIOJIb30BaThCs MPOTUB HETO. —
U 51 B camom Jene uckas Teosl.

Ycnbimas 310 npu3HaHUe, HE3HAKOMKA M300pa3uiia Ha JIUIe
JIETKOE YUBJICHUE.

— Kakas yects. 3auem e Thl MeHS UCKau1?

— XoTen y3HaTb, KTO Thl Takasi. — MoxeT, npaBuibHee ObLIO
ObI ckazarh «YTO THI TaKOE» ?

— Bo3MOXHO, 51 HE HACTOJIBKO yIauiuBa, Kak gymana. — OHa



HaJTyJia CBOM TMOJTHbIE KPACHBIE I'yOBI M TPUTBOPUIIACH, UTO BBITH-
paer ciesy. — Pa3 pogHoii Opat MeHs He y3Haer.

Yro K, cuTyalusi Hayajia POSICHITHCS: OHA — JITYHBSI.

— VY MeHs HeT cecTpsl.

Ona u30rHyJsa 4epHyIo OpOBb.

— To1 B 3TOM yBEpeH?

— Ja.

YV Aspona He ObUIO HM OTIIA, HU MaTepH; 3eBC, BepXxoBHBIN
O0r OJIMMIMILIEB, MPOCTO CO3/1ajl €ro, MPOU3HECs 3aKJIMHAHME.
Tak ke, Kak ¥ BCeX OCTaJIbHbIX Biagpik.

— Vnpsmen! — He3HakoMKa NpUIIOKHYJIA SI3bIKOM, HATIOMHUB
3TiM kectoM [lapuca. — MHe ciefgoBano Obl AOragarhCs, YTO
MBI OyjieM Moxoxu. B mo0oM cityuae oueHb 3J0pOBO HAKOHEI-TO
3aCcTaTh KOTO-TO M3 Bac B OAMHOYKY. M KTO *e MHe momaics?
Hapuwmccnsm? f npaBa, He Tak jm? [lpusHaiics, Thl ogepKUM
Hapimccuzmom. [Totomy 1 packpacuii CBoe TeJslo TaTyMpOBKaMu
¢ u300paxeHneM coOCTBeHHOro nuia. Muno. MoxHo, s Oymy
3Bath TeOs1 Haprm?

Hapruuccnsm? Hu oguH U3 ero coOpaTheB He OfIEp:KUM STUM
nemonom. Comuenue, bonesnp, [leyass U emie MHOTO JApyrux,
J1a, HO He 3TOT. ASpOH MOKavyaJl roJ0BOM M TYT BCIIOMHUII, UTO
I7Ie-TO CYIIECTBYIOT U PyTHe OJIepKUMBbIE JEMOHAMH OecCMepT-
Hble. beccmepTHbIe, KOTOPbIX OH HHUKOrJa He BcTpedai. Ho ko-
TOPBIX JIOJI’KEH OTHICKATb.

Tak kak umeHHO Bnaabiku oTkpbui Jiapen [lanmopsl, oHu
BCer/ia ToJIaraiv, 4To SIBJISIIOTCS €IMHCTBEHHBIMHA OECCMEpPTHBI-



MM, YbM TeJa claeiamch BMectuaumeM aeMoHoB. Ho Kponoc
HEJJAaBHO pa3BesiT 3TO 3a0JyK/ieHre, BPyUYUB BOMHAM CBUTKH C
UMEHaMU JIPYTux, UM nofgoOHbIX. [Toxoxe, 1éMOHOB OKa3aloch
OoJibllle, YeM BUHOBHUKOB TPOMCIIECTBUS, W, TaK Kak Japell
IIPOMaJI, OIMMITUAIBI — TIPABAIIKE B TO BpeMsi OOr'M — 3aTOUMIN
OCTaBIIMXCSI TBApel B OECCMEPTHBIX Y3HUKOB Taprapa.

DTO OTKphITUE He MpenBeniaio BiaagsikaMm HUYEro xopoiie-
ro. B 6piTHOCTD cBOI0 BeccmepTHoit I'Bapnueit 3eBca oHu 3arnep-
mu B Taprape MHOTO MJIEHHUKOB, a MPECTYIHUKHU YacTO KUBYT
TOJIBKO Pajid MECTU. ASPOH OTIMYHO YCBOWJI 3TOT MPENOAAHHBIN
ApocTeio ypok.

— 21! — HanoMHWIIA 0 cede KeHIMHA. — T enle 3/1eCh?

Yacro 3amopras, A3pOH IOCMOTpPESl Ha HEE CBEpPXY BHU3,
MBICJICHHO TIpOKJIMHas1 ceO0si. OH mo3BONIWII ceOe OTBJIeYbCS B
MPUCYTCTBUU BO3MOKHOTO Bpara. Jlypak.

— He TBOEro yma peino, KTo s Takou. — ATy MHPOpMaIUIO
BIIOJIHE MOKHO KCHOJIb30BaTh MPOTUB HEro. SIpocTh B MOCHE-
Hee BpeMsl OUYeHb JIETKO BCIIBIXUBAET, U JaKe camble HEBUHHBIE
3aMeYaHusi MOT'YT TIOTPY3UTh €ro — a CJieJJoBaTebHO, 1 A3pOHa
— B KPOBOXaIHOe Oe3ymue, MoBeprasi OracHOCTU TOPOJl U BCeX
€ro KUTEJIeH.

Bo Bcem BUHOBAT Cle/ISIIINIA 32 HUM aHTElI.

Bort ToNbKO He3aueM OOBUHSATH aHTelNa, Koraa AeMoH Spoctu
HauMHAaeT pplYaTh B I0JIOBE U CKPECTUCH B YepeINe, OTYASTHHO Ke-
nast nevicrBoBatk. Hanipumep, npuuuHuTh 0071b. Camast CHITbHAS
CIMIOCOOHOCTh IEMOHA — YMEHHUE YyBCTBOBATh I'PEXH JIIOOOTO Je-



JIOBEKA, HAXOJIMBIIIErOCs MOOMM30CTH. A CHHCOK IMperpeieH i
CTOSIIIIE TIepe/l HUM KEHIIUHBI, TTOXO0XKe, HEBEPOSITHO JJIMHEH.

— Cyng 1o TBOEMy BHE3alIHO NOMpPAyYHEBIIEMY JIMILY, OTBET
«HeT» Ha o0a Bonpoca. Tel He Hapi u Thl He 3/1€Cb.

— 3aMonuu. . .

A3pOH CTHCHY/T BUCKHU MaJibllaMU, MIOYYBCTBOBAB MTPUKOCHO-
BEHME K KOXe XOJIOIHOW CTasli KJIMHKOB. OH MombITajCs ocTa-
HOBUTb OJUBSIIYIOCS] MEHTAIBHYIO aTaky — eIlle OJIMH OTBJIeKa-
oy (hakTop, KOTOPBIH €/1Ba JIU CMOXKET cliepKaTh. becrosnes-
HO. Bce MHOrO4McIeHHBIE TPECTYIUIEHUS HE3HAKOMKH 3aMeEJIb-
KaJIM B €0 CO3HAHUM, CJIIOBHO KaJpbl HAa 9KpaHe. HemaBHO oHa
NIOZIBEPIVIA YEJIOBEKA MBITKAM: ITPUKOBAJIA K CTYJY U MOAOKIJIA.
A 10 3TOr0 BCIIOpOJIa )KUBOT XeHIMHe. Ellle oHa oOMaHbIBaJIa 1
BopoBana. [loxutuna pedeHka u3 goma. 3aMaHMIA MYXIUHY B
CBOIO TIOCTEJIb U NIepepe3aia eMy ropio. Hacunume. .. Tak MHOTrO
HACHUIIUS. .. MOPE YKaca, O0JIM U ThMbl. ASPOH CJIbIIIAT KPUKHU ee
JKEPTB, OIIYILAJ 3aMax ropsiien ioTu U BKYC KPOBH.

Moxert, y Hee UIMEeIMCh TPUYMHBI BCE 3TO JIeNIaTh. A MOXET, U
HeT. B mo6om cityuae ApocTth XoTes nokapars HE3HAKOMKY, BOC-
NOJIb30BABILKUCh €€ )K€ METOAAMMU: CliepBa 3aKOBaTb, 3aTEM BbI-
MOTPOUINTD, IIepepe3aTh TOPJI0 U MOJKEYb.

Tak mefictByeT neMoH A3poHa: U30MBAeT TeX, KTO ObeT, you-
BaeT TeX, KTO HECET CMEPTh, U Tak gaiee. [lemoH Apoctu noa-
crpekan, AspoH ucnonHsa. [lpuuem He enuHOXkabl. Ceitvac
A3DPOH OTYasTHHO HAIpsrajl MbIIIIBI TeJa, CTApasiCh yAep:KaTbCs
Ha Mecte. «CrniokonHo. Henb3s Tepars koHTposib. HyxHO ocra-



BaThCs B 3[[paBoM yme». Ho 6oru. .. xeaaHue Haka3aTh... ObLIO
TaKUM CWJIBHBIM... ¥ HPABWJIOCh eMy OOJIbIlle, YeM CJIeIOBAJIO
obl. Kak u Bcerma.

— Yo THI AENaenb B bynaneiire, xkeniyHa? — Yto x, HEIIo-
x0. CoBceM Hemnoxo. OH MEIJIEHHO OIYCTUJI PYKH.

— Bay, — Bei1OXHYJ1a OHa, UTHOPUPYA Boripoc. — Hy u BbLIEpk-
Ka 'y Te0s!

Heyxenu oHa 3Haja, 4TO €ro JEMOH XOYeT NPUYUHUTDH €l
001 ?

— Jaii-ka yragato. — OHa nmoctyvasia HOrreM 1o mog0opojKy. —
Tot He Hapry, Torga, 10mKHO ObITh, THI... [lloBuHuCT. S cHOBa
yrajnana, npasaa’? Jlymaennb, KpacuBas I€BYIIKA BPOJE MEHS HE
nepenecer npapas? Ommobaenibes. Ho 3to He BaxkHO. OcTaBb
cBoM cekpeTsl rpu cede. Thl MeHs ernie y3Haerb. O 1a, y3Haelllb.

— Jla Thl, HUKAK, YrpoXaellb MHE, KeHIIUHA?

W cHOBa OHa ero MpoOMrHOpupoBaa.

— Xoaart ciyxu, uto KpoHoc 1an Tede CBUTKH M Tl COOMpa-
elIbCA C X IMOMOIIBIO BBICJIEAUTH HAc. Mcnonp3oBars Hac. Bos-
MOJHO, J1axe yOUTb.

YV Aspona ynano cepaue. Bo-nepBbix, HE3HAKOMKa OCBEIOM-
JIHa O CYILIECTBOBAHMU CBUTKOB, TOrJa Kak Biaaplku O HuUX
TOJIBKO Y3HaJIM. BO-BTOPBIX, OHA CYUTAET, UTO €€ UMsI 3HAUUTCS B
CrUcKe. 3HauuT, OHA ICHCTBUTENBLHO OecCMepTHAsI — M IIPECTYII-
HUIIA K TOMY XK€ — U, €CJIM €1 BEPUTh, TOKE OIEPKUMA JEMOHOM.

A>SpOH KEeHILIMHY HEe y3HaJl, 3HAYUT, B TEMHUILY €€ 3aTOUMUJIN
He Bnanpiku, a kto-to gpyrou. [lonyyaercs, oHa nosiBuiach Ha



HeOecax 70 HUX. A 3TO, B CBOIO Oo4epellb, O3HAYaeT, YTO OHA —
THUTAH U MPECTABIISIET COO0I OrPOMHYIO YTPO3Y, TaK KaK TUTAHbI
Ky/1a 6osiee HeoOy3JaHHbIE, YEM UX MPEIIECTBEHHUKHU — OJIMM-
19070700158

Yro erie xysxe, UMEHHO BHOBb OOpETIIIEe CBOOOTY TUTAHBI Te-
niephb 3arpasisioT BceM MUpOM. Bo3MOXHO, HE3HAKOMKA TOJTb-
3yeTcst uX O0KECTBEHHBIM MOKPOBUTEIHCTBOM.

— UYro B TeOe 3a iIeMOH? — TpeOOBaTeNIbHO CIPOCUIT APOH, He
THYIIAIOIIUICA 00paTUTh CIa00CTU CUASIIEH BHYTPH €€ TBapu
NIPOTUB €€ HOCUTEJSI.

OHa 3710BeIle YCMEXHYJIach, ero rpyoblil TOH SIBHO ee 3a0aB-
TSI

— Th He cooOIMIT MHE aHATIOruYHOM MH(opmatmu o cede. C
9ero ke MHe 4TO-T00 Tebe paccKa3biBaTh?

HeBo3MmorkHad xeHIImHa.

— Thl HECKONIBKO Pa3 YHOMMHAJIA CJIOBO «HAC». — A3POH IO-
CMOTpEJI TIOBEPX ee Iieva, OyATO OKUAAsl, YTO KTO-TO BBIIPHIT-
HeT W3-3a CMUHBI M HanageT Ha Hero. Ho yBuzaen nuimb TeMy. . .
¥ CHOBA YCJIBIIIAJ ITPUTITYIIIEHHbIe KPUKU. — [ e ke 9TH ocTaib-
Hble?

—Yepra c aBa 4 3Ha10. — OHa pa3Besia pyKH B CTOPOHBI, [IOBEp-
HYB K HEMY ITyCThIe JIaJOHH, CIIOBHO TMOKa3bIBasi, YTO OE30pyXK-
Ha. — 4 cama o cebe, Kak BCeryaa, U MHE 3TO HPaBUTCS.

Bo3moxHO, oHa cHOBa JikeT. Kakast skeHIIMHa pUCKHET Mpu-
O6m3uThCs K 37oBelieMy Brnaapbike [peuncnionneit 6e3 cTpaxoB-
ku? He ocnabnsst 6nurenbHOCTH, ASPOH TIOCMOTPEI € B TJ1a3a.



— Ecnu Thl sIBUJIACh CpakaTbCsl C HAMU, 3HAIL. ..

— Cpaxarbcs? — paccmestiack oHa. — Koraa crioco6Ha mepe-
6uth Bac Bcex Bo cHe? Her, s b xorena npeaynpeauts. OT-
30BUTE CBOMX IICOB, WJIM 51 COTPY Bac ¢ JiMla 3eMIu. MHe 310 no
CHJIaM.

[locne Toro, 4yro nokasan nemMoH Apoctu, ApoH en Nnose-
pwi. OHa Hamajaer BO ThMe, Kak MPHU3pakK, 0e3 Mmpeayrnpex/ie-
Husl. HecoMHEHHO, HEeT Ha cBeTe MPeCcTyIUIEHUs, KOTOPOE MOKa-
3aJ10Cch ObI el uepecuyp xectokuM. Ho 3To He o3Hauaer, 4To OH
YIOBJIETBOPUT ee TpeOOBaHUSI.

— Moskenis MHUTH ce0s1 CKOJTb YTOTHO MOTYIIECTBEHHOH, HO
Bcex Hac Tebe He modeauTs. Eciu nponosskuiis Aenath nogoo-
HbIE MTPeayNpPeXICHUs, TO T0ObEITbCS JIUITb BOWHBI.

— Kaxk 651 TO HU OBLTIO, BOVH, 5 CKa3aJia, 4To XoTena. Moiuch,
4yTOOBI TA Hallla BCTpeya oKa3ajiach nocjeqHei. — TeHu cHoBa
CTaJIM CIyIAThCsl, OKYTaB jKEHILMHY U HE OCTABUB HU MaJleuIlIe-
ro npu3Haka ee npucytcrus. [loka rojgoc He rnpouientan npsMo
Ha yxo0 AspoHy: — [la, u BOT erie 4To. DTO ObUT MO BU3UT BEX-
JMBOCTU. B criepyiomuii pa3 s He CTaHy UTpath 1O MPaBUJIAM.

3areM MHp BHOBb OOpeJ MPHUBbIUHBIE OYEPTaHUS: AOMa 1O
00erM CTOPOHAM YJIUIIbI, TPOMO3/ISIIIIUECS Ha TPOTyapax MEUIKU
C MyCOpPOM, BJISIIOIIMICS HEBAAJIEKE TENEPhb YK€ MEPTBbIM Mbsl-
Hu1a. [IemMoH SIpocT HAKOHEU-TO YCIOKOMJICSL.

A3pOH ocTaBajics HaYeKy, BHUMATEJIBHO [JIsA/Is [0 CTOPOHAM,
rOTOBBIN K HanaieHn1o. OH HaIPsI’KEHHO JIOBUJT KX bl 3BYK, HO
CIIBIIIAJT JIMITb COOCTBEHHOE pa3MEpEeHHOe JbIXaHKe, IIaru Jio-



JIel Ha yJIUIE U TIeHWe HOYHBIX MTHII.

CHoBa BBHIOPOCHB KPbUIbSI, ASPOH B3MBLI B BO3/IyX, TIOJHBIA
pemumocty Haitu [lapuca u BepHyThCcsl B KpenocTb. HyxHO
npeayrnpeauTh ocTalbHBIX Braapik. Kem Obl HM sBIsIach 3Ta
KpPOBOa/IHAsI KEHIIMHA U Ha YTO OBl OHA HU ObLJIa CIIOCOOHA, C
Hell Hajo pa3oOpartkest. Y mockopee.



I'maBa 2

— Aspon! Aspon! — pazgasics KpukK, eaBa Biaapika npuzem-
JusIcs Ha OaJKOHe, MPUMBIKAIOIIEM K €r0 CrajbHe.

B3aporHyB OT 3ByKa HE3HAKOMOI'O KEHCKOI'O rojioca, OH I0-
cnewHo ormyctui Ilapuca.

— A3poH!

[NomnHblit y:kaca U OTYASIHUS, TPOH3UTENbHBIN KEHCKUN KPUK
NpO3ByYaT B TPEeTHH pa3, 3acTaBuB AspoHa c [lapricom oGep-
HYTBCSl ¥ IOCMOTPETh HAa PACCTUJIAIOIIMICA BHU3Y X0AM. Mor-
HbIe KPOHBI J€PEBbEB BBIPUCOBBIBAJIMCH HA (POHE HOYHOTO Heoa,
3acyoHss 0030p, HO Jjake CKBO3b MECTPYIO 3aBeCy 3eJIeHH U Be-
TOK APOH CyMeJ pa3InInTh OZIETYIO B Oestoe (purypy, OeryImryio
IPSMHUKOM K UX JIOMY.

— Heymika-u3-Tenu? — youuics [apuc. — Kak, uept Bo3b-
MU, el yIaJoch Tak ObICTpO MpoOpaThes 3a orpaxaenue? bes
MIOCTOPOHHEU ITOMOLIN ?

[Toka oHu JieTesin 0OpaTHO B KPETOCTb, A9POH paccKasall eMmy
0 BCTpeYe C TAMHCTBEHHOM KEHIIVMHOW B NIEPEYJIKE.

— 39T0 He OHa, — Bo3pa3uil A3poH. ['0J10C 3TOi KEHIIMHBI BbI-
11e, MEJIOAUYHEE U rOpa3Jio MEHee YBEPEHHBIU. — A Kak OHa Mpe-
0JI0JIeNIa OTPAXK/ICHUE. .. 51 HE 3HAIO.

Heckonbko Hezenp Hazaz, ONPAaBUBLIMCH IOCNIE paH, MOJY-
YEeHHbIX B OYEPEIHON CXBATKe C OXOTHUKaMH, Braapiku oOHec-
JIM KPETIOCTh JKEJIE3HOM Orpajiol MATHAALATH (PYyTOB B BBICOTY,



0OMOTaHHO¥ KOJTI0UEH ITPOBOJIOKOM M C IIIMITaMX Ha KOHIIAX, Ta-
KMMU OCTPBIMH, UTO U CTEKJIO Obl pa3pe3ay. Orpasa Haxoau-
JIaCh O] HANTPSKEHUEM, JOCTATOUHBIM, YTOOBI BBI3BATh Y YeJj0-
BeKa cepreuHblil npuctym. Jlio6oi, KTo pruckHy Obl KapaOKaTh-
Cs1 HaBepX, He TIPOKIT ObI JIOCTATOYHO JIOJTO, YTOOBI CITYCTUThCS
C MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOU CTOPOHBI.

— Hymaenib, oHa HaxuBKa? — [lapyic CKJIIOHWJ TOJIOBY, BHH-
MaTesIbHO pasriisibiBasi IeBylIKy. — Ee moriu 3a0pocuts croa
C BepToJiera.

OXOTHHKY CJIaBSTCSI TEM, UTO MCHOJIB3YIOT KPACHBBIX CMEPT-
HBIX JKEHIIIMH, YTOObI BRIMAHUBATh Biiagblk U3 KpenocTu, OTBJIe-
KaTh W JIOBUTh MX, a 3aT€M IbITaTh. JTa HEXJAHHAsI TOCTbS C
JUIMHHBIMU BBIOIIMMUCST BOJIOCAMU IIOKOJIATHOTO 11BETa, Oeno-
CHEXHOU KOXel W rMOKUM, OOKECTBEHHO MPEKPACHBIM TEJIOM
OTpe/IeJICHHO OTBeUYaeT HyKHbIM KputepusiM. OHa ellie He TI0J10-
I1J1a JOCTaTOYHO OJIU3KO, YTOObI ASPOH CMOT pa3iuyiTh YePTh
€€ JIMIIa, HO TOTOB OBLI MOOUTHCA 00 3aKJIaj], YTO OHU TOHKHE U
U3SIITHBIC.

W3 1mienedt y Hero Ha CIiuHe BBICKOJIb3HYJIA KPBUTBSI.

— Bo3aMokHO, — OTBETHIT OH.

Byab POKJIATH OXOTHUKH C MX UeabHBIM MOMEHTOM JIJIsI
HanasieHusi! [looBMHA BOWMHOB OTIpaBUiIach B Pum, B xpam
HeHa3blBaeMbIX, pyMHBI KOTOPOT'O HETABHO MOAHSUIUCH U3 MODS,
B HAJIEK /1€ HAWTH KaKyI0-HUOY/Ib 3a1IeTIKy, TPUBEAIIYIO Obl K yTe-
PSIHHBIM OOkecTBeHHBIM apTredaktam. CoOpaB BOEJUHO BCe Ue-
ThIPE, OHM PACCUUTHIBAIOT OIPEIeIMTh MECTOHAXOXK/ICHUE JTapiia



[TanopHI.

OXOTHUKYM HaMepeHbl MCIOIb30BaTh JIapell, YTOObI CHOBA 3a-
NIEpeTh B HEM JEMOHOB, TEM CaMbIM YHUUYTO)XUB X HOCHUTEJIEU
— Bnagpik, KOTOpBIE HE MOTYT CYIIIECTBOBAaTh O€3 CBOMX TEMHBIX
<«KWJIBLIOB». BOMHBI 7K€ MPOCTO XOTAT YHUUTOXKHUTH JIapeL.

— Tam Bce onytaHo npoBogamu! — BockJmkHY1 [Tapuc nposxka-
MM rojiocoM. M3-3a nosasnenus eBymku-u3-TeHun, Kak OH ee
nposBaJ, [lapuc He ycnien nepecnath HU ¢ KEM B TOPOJIE, YTOOBI
BOCCTAaHOBUTb CUJIbI, 1 OHU B HACTOSIIUI MOMEHT MPOIOIKAIOT
yobiBaTh. — Eciti oHa He mooctepexercs, To... [lake HaXuBKa
HE 3aCITy’KMBAET MOJI0OHON CMEpPTH.

— A3poH!

CxBartuBIIUCH 32 nepuia Oasikona, [lapric nepernysncs, YTo0bI
JIy4llle BUAETh IIPOUCXOIALLEE.

— ITouemy oHa 30BeT TeOs1? [Ipy 3TOM (haMUIBPHO Ha3BIBAS
10 UMEHU?

— Ecnu oHa HaXkuBKa, 3HAYUT, TJIe-TO MOOIU30CTU 3aTAUIUCh
B OKMIAHUM MEHSI OXOTHUKUA. OHM HamaayT, Kak TOJILKO S MO-
MBITAIOCh €M TIOMOYb.

Ilapuc BbIIpAMMIICS, MOACTaBUB JIMLO JIyHHOMY cBety. [lon
€ro IIa3amu 3aJIENIA TEHU.

— $1 mo30By OCTaNbHBIX, U MBI C Hell pazoepemcs. U ¢ oxot-
HUKaMU TOXE.

He ycnien AspoH u ciioBa ckazaTb, kak [lapuc npoOeskai yepe3
CMAJIBHIO Y BBICKOYMJI B KOPUJIOP, TPOMKO CTy4a OOTMHKAMU IO
KaMEHHOMY I10J1y.



A3pOH CHOBa COCpPENOTOYMJI BHUMaHWE Ha JeBylke. OHa
npUOIMKAJIACh, M TETIEPb OH PACCMOTPET, YTO 0OEPHYTast BOKPYT
ee Tejla Oellasi TKaHb B JIEWCTBUTESIBHOCTH TUIAThe. A Ha CIIUHE,
KOTOpast pexie Oblla eMy He BUJIHA, aJICIOT KpacHbIe MSATHA.

Tydens Ha neBymiKe He Ob110. COTKHYBIIMCH OOCON HOTOM O
KaMeHb, OHA yIajia, ¥ ee BOJIOCHI [[BETA IOKOJaAa 3aCTPYIIIHCH
KacKkajioM. BruteTeHHbIe B TIPsiIv 1IBETH HAYAJIM YBSIJIaTh U OChI-
NaThCsl, @ TOPYAIME BO BCE CTOPOHBI BETOUKH €/1Ba JIU 3a/yMbl-
BAJIMCh KaK yKpaiieHue rnpudecku. OHa MojiHec a TpsCYIIrecs
PYKH K JIAILYy ¥ OTKUHYJIA BOJIOCHI.

HakoHell-To ASpoH cMOr' pa3riisiieTh €€ 4YepThl, a YBUJIEB,
B3JJPOTHYJI U Hampsrcs. Jlaxe nepernaykaHHOE TPSI3blo U OIMyX-
IIee OT CJie3, JIMIO ObUIO COBEPIIIEHHBIM, KaK OH M IMPE/Ioa-
rain. OrpoMHble HeOECHO-TOTYOBIE TJIa3a, M3SIIIHBIA HOC, TOYe-
HbIE CKYJIbI ¥ TOJOOPOIOK U TMBHBIE T'YOBI B (hopMe cepeydka.

A3pOH HUKOT]a He BCTpeyal ee Mpexkie — OH Obl 3aIIOMHWII, —
HO BHE3AITHO OIIYTHUJI B HEW YTO-TO... HEYJIOBUMO 3HAKOMOE.

HeyxJmoxe NMOAHSIBIIUCH, MOPINIACh M TIOCTAHBIBAS, JEBYIIKA
cHOBa ycTpemmuiach Briepen. M cHoa ynana. C ryd ee copBajcs
CTOH, HO OHa TOJIHSJIACh U YIPSIMO MPOIOKHUIA TIPOOHPATHCS
K Kpernoctu. HakvBka oHa WM HET, OJ00Has PEeIMMOCTh JI0-
CTOMHA BOCXHUILIEHUS.

Kaknm-To 06pa3om He3HAKOMKa yXUTpHIach OOOUTH BCE JIO-
BYIIIKH, CJIOBHO 3HaJa, IJie OHU PACIIOJIOKEHbBI, HO, CIIOTKHYB-
IIMCh U YIIaB HA 3eMJII0 B TPETUH pa3, TaK U OCTAJIACh JIeKaTh,
COAPOrasiCh OT PbIIAHUMN.



['maza AspoHa pacmMpwInCh, KOrJla OH BHMMATEJIbHO pac-
cmorpen ee cnuHy. Kpacnoe... Heyxenu... kpoBb? Pana, cyns
10 BCEMy, CBexas. JIerkuil BETepoK JOHEC 3amax JO HO3Aper
A>3pOHa, ¥ OH OLIYTWI HA SI3bIKE METAJUTMUECKUI TIPUBKYC, TIOJI-
TBEPAMBILIKI €ro nofgo3peHusi. [la, 3To KpoBb.

Ee? Nnm xoro-to npyroro?

— A3poH. — OHa Oorbllie He Kpryasia, TOJbKO iakana. — [o-
MOTH MHE.

Ero Kpbuibsi paCKpbLIUCh, IIPEXKAE YEM OH YCIEs XOPOIIEHb-
KO 00ymMaTh cCUTyaruio. BeposiTHO, OXOTHUKM PAaHWINA HAXWB-
Ky epej] TeM, Kak MocJiaTh €€ B JIOTOBO JIbBA, PACCUUTHIBAS BbI-
3BaTh y Oyayllei ;kepTBbl cocTpaaanue. Jlaxe eciu v Tak, ASpoH
He cobupaicst OpocaTh paHeHYI0 0e33alUTHYIO JIEBYIIKY, XOTb,
CKOpee BCEro, W MOJYYUT B KOHEYHOM MTOIE CTPENy WIM MYJI0
B cniuHy. Emy He Bniepoii. He coOupacs oH 1 mo3BoJsTh ApY-
3bsSIM PUCKOBATh JKU3HBIO, YTOOBI CMIACTU — WJIA YHUUTOKUThH —
€ro MaJIEeHbKYIO TOCTBIO.

«[louemy sa?7» — 3amancsi OH BOIMpPOCOM, B3JeTast ¢ OAJIKO-
Ha. Hekotopoe Bpemsi OH NogHUMAJICS BBEPX, @ TOTOM PUHYJICS
BHU3, BBINIMCBHIBAsI B BO3/1yX€ 3UI'3aru, YTOObI 3aTPYIHUTH TIPE/-
NoJaraéMoMy Bpary MpUlel, OJHAKO HE YCJbIAd HU CBUCTA
CTpeJ1, HA TPOX0Ta BEICTpeIoB. HecMoTpst Ha 3T0, APOH He CTall
MPU3EMJISITBCST PSAJIOM C JIeByIIKOWM. He cHukasi ckopocTu, OH
MOAXBATWJI €€ Ha PYKU U B3MbLI BBBICh.

Bo3moxHO, OHa GOMTCSI BBICOTHI, IOTOMY M Hampsirjiach. A
BO3MOXHO, OXH/JIAJIA, YTO €r0 YOBIOT MPEek/ie, YeM OH yCIeeT JI0



Hee J00paThCs, U TeTeph el IPOCTO CTPAITHO. ASPOHY BCE paB-
Ho. OH czenain 1o, uro codupasicsi. OH crac ee.

Hesnakomka craa cnabo oTouBarhCsi, 00pModa CKBO3b OOJTh
U MOTpPsICEHUE:

— He Tporaii mensa! Ornyctu! OTiycTyl Win KJISIHYCb. . .

— Panu Bcero cBATOrO, HE Iepraiicsi, WM s HAPOIHO TeOs1 ypo-
HIO.

OH 00XxBaTUJI ee MoTepeK TYJIOBUINA, AepiKa JTUIOM BHU3, TaK
YTO el ObIJIO XOPOIIO BUIHO, C KAKOW BBICOTHI MPHUIILIOCH ObI Ta-
JaTh.

— Aspon? — M30rHyB 11€10, OHa nmocMoTpesa Ha Hero. Korna
UX B3[JISIBl BCTPETUIIHCH, OHA pacciaaduiiach U Aaxe MeIJIeHHO
YIBIOHYJaCh. — ASPOH, — MOBTOPHJIA OHA C TPHUJIBIXaHUEM, — s
Tak 0Os1aCh, YTO Tl HE TPUICIb.

PayocTh OT BCTpeun ¢ HUM, Takasi UICKpeHHsIs1, 6e3 rpaHa mpu-
TBOPCTBA, YAUBUJIA U J]a’ke HEMHOTO CMYTHJIA ero. PaHblie keH-
IIMHBI HUKOT/IA TaK HA HETO HE CMOTPEJTH.

— He Toro 6ostnace. Tebe ciempoBaso cTpammrhCes, 9To 5 Mpu-
ay.

Ee ynbiOka yracna.

Tak-To nyume. EquHcTBeHHOE, UTO cefiyac BOJIHYeT A3po-
Ha, — 9TO MOJTYaHue AeMoHa. Ero co3HaHue HOSKHBI ObUIM Ha-
BOJHUTH 00pa3bl U KeJlaHWe MoKapaTh, Kak B ciaydae ¢ JleByn-
Koi-u3-Tenu.

«[To3zxe Gymerb 006 STOM BOJTHOBAThCS».

[Tponomkass BHIIMCHIBATL B BO3AYXE 3Ur3arv, OH BJETEN B



CBOIO CITAJTBHIO, IIPOTUB OOBIKHOBEHM S HE 3a/IepKaBIIIMCh Ha OaJl-
KOHE, eJasi Kak MOXKHO CKopee nonactb B ykpbiTue. Ha Besakuit
ciyyvaid. Brionbixax ASpoH 3auenusicsi pactpaBiI€HHbIMUA Kpbl-
JIbSIMU O JBEPHOM KOCSIK, U UX TYT € OKATHJIO BOTHOM OOJIH.

A>pOH MOKAYHYJICSI, HO OBICTPO BHIIPSIMUIICS U, TIPOIIIAraB K
KpOBaT, OepekHO YIOKHUII CBOIO HOIILY HA MaTpac, JIMIIOM BHH3.
Korga oH npoBesn KOHYMKOM Majblia BAOJb €€ MO3BOHOYHUKA,
ryObl B (hopMe cepedKa MPUOTKPbUIUCH U JIEBYIIKA U3AajIa My-
YUTEIbHBINA CTOH. OH HaJescs, YTO ee UCMauKald YyXkKOu Kpo-
BbIO, HO HET. PaHbl OKa3aanch HACTOSIIUMM.

DTO OTKpBITHE HE cMATYMIO A3poHa. Bo3amMoxkHO, OHa cama
ceOs1 opaHuIIa — WM TIO3BOJIUJIA TO CIeIaTh OXOTHUKAM, — YTO-
OBl BBI3BATh cocTpaganue. «Hukakoro cocrpaianus ¢ Moeit CTo-
ponbl. Tonbko pazapaxkenne». Hanpasupimcs K mkady, oH no-
TIBITAJICS CJIOKHUTh KPbUIbsl, HO, OYIy4YMd MOBPEXJEHHBIMU, OHH
HUKaK He yOMpaJMCh, YTO JIUIIb YCUIIAJIO €ro 37I0CTh Ha He3Ba-
HYIO TOCTBIO.

BepeBku y Hero He ObLIO, HO TMOKUIATh KOMHATY M OTIPaB-
JISIThCS HA €€ TIOUCKY COBEPILIEHHO HE XOTEJI0Ch, M03TOMY A3POH
CXBaTWUJI NIapy TajCTyKOB, KOTOpbIE EMY AaJila DILINH Ha CTyvau,
€CJIM OH 3aX0YEeT «IIPUHAPSAAUTHCS», U BEPHYJICS K KPOBaTH.

JleBy111Ka MOBepHYJIa r0JI0BY, IPH>KABILKUCH IIEKOM K MaTpacy,
U Ccliequiia 3a Kak/IbIM JBHKEHUEM A3POHa, CIOBHO HE B CHJIaX
HU Ha MUT OTBECTH B3IJIsI/1, HO B €€ [J1a3ax, B OTJIMYUE OT APYIUX
JKEHINMH, He ObUIO OTBpaIleHus1. B HUX CBETUIJIOCH YTO-TO MOXO-
JKee Ha CTPACTb.



[TputBOpCTBO, O6€3 COMHEHHUSI.

N Bce ke 3Ta CTpacTh... NOKa3ajJach €My 3HAKOMOM, 4YTO HE
MOIJIO HE TPEBOXKUTh. AIPOH €ellle paHblle 3aMETWI, YTO, KOrja
HE3HAKOMKA MTPOM3HECIa ero UMsI ¢ HEOObSCHUMBIM, HO OYEBHU/I-
HBIM TOMJICHUEM, B TTyOMHE AYIIU OH MOHSUI, YTO KOTJIA-TO yXkKe
CTAJIKMBAJICA ¢ 3TuM ourynienreM. Ho korna? I'ne?

Omna Ji1 BbI3BaJIA 3TO OILYILEHUE?

[Iponomxkass BHUMATeIbHO CMOTPETh HA [JEBYILIKY CBEpXY,
As3poH BIpyT cooOpaszuit, 4to SIpocTh no-npexxkHeMy Momaut. OH
MIOYTH YBEPEH, UTO BUJUT €€ BIIEPBBIE, HO IEMOH TaK U HE yA0CY-
KWICS POKPYTUTH B €r0 ToJIoBe yepeny ee rpexos. Kak crpan-
Ho. [Ipexne 310 ciayvanock Jullib ofHax) bl — ¢ Jlernon. [Ipuun-
Ha JI0 CUX MOp OCTaBaJiach eMy HeBeJIoMa, Be/lb, 00T CBUJIETEH,
€r0 MaJIbIIIIKa-IEMOHECCA YK TOYHO HE CBATas.

[Touemy e 310 poucxoauT cHoBa? [la emie u ¢ BeposiTHOU
Ha)KUBKOM?

Heyxenu sta keHmHa HUKoraa He rpemwia? Hu pasy HuKo-
My rpy0oro cioBa He ckazana? Hukorna HUKOro He MojCTaBmiIa
Y He yKpaJsia Kakou-HuOyIb epyH bl Bpojie KoH(eTkn? Ee sicHbie
HeOECHO-TONTyOble IJ1a3a TOBOPUJIM, YTO TaKOE BIOJIHE BO3MOX-
HO. V1 oHa Bce ke rpenia, Kak JIErnoH, Ho ee mpoOCTYITKH 110
KAKOM-TO MpUYMHE SpocThio HE 3a(pUKCUPOBATIUCH?

— K10 THI?

A>3poH 00XBaTHJI NAIBI[AMU €€ TOHKOE 3aIlsICThe — M-M-M, Ka-
Kasl Teruiasi Msirkasi Koxka! — ¥ raJICTyKOM TPUBSI3aJ K CTOJOUKY
KkpoBaru. [ToroM NOBTOpUII Ty k€ MPOLEAYPY CO BTOPOM PYKOM.



Bo3spaxeHuii co cTOpOHBI HE3HAKOMKH He TOCIIeI0BaIIO0, Oy/I-
TO OHA OXMJAJIa — U 3apaHee CMHUPHIIACh — C TIOOOHBIM 00pa-
IIEHUEM.

— Mens 30ByT OnuBus.

OmuBusi. KpacrBoe uMsi U MOAXOIUT €ro oOJanaTebHHUIIE.
Takoe HexHOe. BOT TOJIBKO ro/ioc ee HUKAK HeJib351 Ha3BaTh HEX-
HbIM. [T1yOOKuMiA, OH TauT B cebe... yTo? EqUHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO,
KOTOPOE MIPUXOIUT HA YM, — «UE€CTHOCTb», M OHA U3JTy4aeT ee ¢
TaKOW CUJIOW, YTO ASPOH OTIIATHYJICS.

OH roToB OBUT TOOUTHCS 00 3aKJIa/, YTO ITOT IOJIOC HU Pa3y
HE MPOU3HEC HU €MHOTO JIKMBOTO cyioBa. IIpocTo He cMor Obl.

— Yo THI 38€Ch Aenaemb, OnuBusa?

— Sl 3neck. .. s 31ech pagy TeOs.

W cHoBa mpaB[a. .. MOIIHBIM MTOTOKOM XJIbIHYJIA B YN A3pO-
HY, JI0 KpaeB 3allojiHWIA TeJ0 W ellBa He CBaJIWJa C HOI, He
OCTaBJIsIs MecTa rofo3peHusM. Jlaxe maedinm. A3poH MoBe-
PUJT KQKIOMY €€ CJIOBY, TaK KaK He MOT IOCTYIUTh MHAYE.

Cabuny, ogepxxumomy neMoHoM COMHeHWMs1, OHa Obl TIOHpa-
BUJIaCh, BeJlb HUUTO TaK HE PajoBajio €ro JeMoHa, Kak yTpara
KeM-JTM00 YBEPEHHOCTH B cele.

— Thl Ha%kuBKa?

— Her.

OH BHOBb €11 MOBEPWUJI, Y HEro MpocTo He ObUIO BHIOOpA.

— Tol mpuiuia, 9T00BI YOUTH MEHS?

A>pOH BHITTPSIMUJICS, CKPECTHB PYKH Ha TPYAU U BBIKHUIAIOIIE
715751 HA Hee CBepXy BHU3.



OH 3HaJ1, KAKMM CBUPEIIBIM Cevac BBIISIAUT CO CTOPOHBI, HO
JIeBYIIIKa OTpearupoBaja COBCEM He TaK, KaK MpOYue MpecTa-
BUTEJIBHUIIBI CJTA00T0 MoJIa: He 3apokaiia, He MCIyrajiach U He
3aruiakana. JIumb B3MaxHysia JJIMHHBIMUA YEPHBIMU PECHULIAMU,
CJIOBHO OH PaHWJI €e YyBCTBA, IJIOXO O Hell MO yMaB.

— Her, xoneuno Her. — Ilay3a. — BepHee, renepp HerT.

Tenepsb HeT?

— 3Ha4MT, KOIja-To Thl BCE K€ cOOMpasiaCh MEHsI YHUYTO-
KUTb?

— Jla, Hekora MeHs UMEHHO 32 STUM U MOCTIalu.

Kakas uCKpeHHOCTb. ..

— Kro nocnan?

— INonavany Eaunstii UctunHbiid Bor oTnipaBust MeHs IpoCTo
HaOmonarh 3a T060i. 1 BOoBce He XOTena OTIYrHyTh TBOIO Ma-
JICHbKYIO TIO/IPYKKY. 51 JIUIIIb TbITAJIach JeJIaTh CBOIO padoTy.

Cne3bl HaBepHYJIUCh €1 Ha IJ1a3a, IpeBpalas ux B 03epa uc-
KpeHHero packasiHusi. «Hukako# xanoctu», — HamoMHUJ cebe
A3pOH.

— Ko takont ator Equnsii Uctuanbiii bor?

YepTsl ee nuiia o3apuia 6e3rpaHyHast JI0OOBb, MTHOBEHHO
MPOTHAB rpuMacy OoJu.

— Troii Bor, moit Bor. On ropasno 6oee MOTyIeCTBEHHbIH,
4yeM Ballid OOTH, XOTS MPENOYUTAECT CKPbIBATHCSI B TCHU U Pe/I-
KO cebst obHapyxkuBaeT. Otell Bcero yenoBevecta. OTell. .. aH-
rejioB. Takux, Kak 4.

«AnrenoB. Takux, kak s». [locnegnue cioBa JeBYIIKH 9XOM



pa3iaBaiich B rojioBe AspoHa. [Jiaza ero pacimpuiuch OT
uzymiieHus1. HeynuBuTenpHO, 4TO IEMOH HE TTOYYBCTBOBAJI B HE
3ma. M1 4TO B3WISA] ee Kazaicsl TaKMM 3HAaKOMbIM. OHa aHrel.
ToT camblil aHresn, MOC/IAHHBIN, IO €e COOCTBEHHOMY MpHU3HA-
HUIO, YOUTB ero. XOTs Teriepb OHAa ¥ He COOMPAETCsI ITOTO JIeNIaTh.
NurepecHo, noyemy?

Bripouem, kakas pasHuiia? DT0 XpyNKoe Ha BUJ CYIIECTBO
HEKOrJja Ha3HaYWJIU €ro NajavyoM.

As3poH efiBa caepxai cMex. byaro eii o cuinam ogoneTs ero!

«ThI ke ee He Bumen. Kak Obl THI CMOT JaTh € OTIIOp, €CITU
Obl OHA SIBUJIACh 32 TBOEH TOJIOBOM ?»

OT 3T0i1 MBICTIH BECEJbE PA30M UCIAPUIIOCH. DTO OHA HAOJIIO-
Jlasia 3a HUM TOCJIeTHUE HECKOJIbKO Henenb. OHa cieqoBana mo
nsTaM HEeBUAVMOW TEHBIO, BRIHYIUB OeJHSKKY JIernoH criacath-
cs1 6ErcTBOM.

UYro cHOBa BO3BpalIaIo K BOMpPOCY: noyeMmy SIpocTh He pea-
rUpyeT Ha Hee Tak, Kak Jlermon — co crpaxom u ¢pusnyeckon
aroHuen? ASpoH pernJI, 4To aHrely 1o CUilaM KOHTPOJIMPOBATh,
KaKoOW U3 IEMOHOB MOXKET €€ MOYyBCTBOBATh. JTa MOJIE3HAS CIO-
COOHOCTb MO3BOJIUT €l iepKaTh OTEHIIMAIbHBIX KEPTB B HEBE-
JEHUM OTHOCUTEJIbHO €€ MPUCYTCTBUS U JaJbHENIINX HaMepe-
HUU.

A3pOH 0XMJaJ, UTO €r0 BOT-BOT 3aXJIECTHET BOJIHA JMKOU
SIPOCTH, KOTOPYIO OH moodelall cede o0pyIMBaTh Ha 3TO CyIlle-
CTBO CHOBA W CHOBA, €CJI TOJIBKO OHO MPOSIBUT cebs. OmHako
SIPOCTU HE MOCJIEAOBATIO, U A3pOH npuzagymaics. OH J0JKeH



JII000M TIEHOH 3aIlUTUTh CBOMX JIPY3€eH.

Ho sta niens ocraBasiack 6e3Ha/ie’kKHO Aajiekoi. YTto xe emy
nenatb? A3pOH CMyTHIICS.

— Tak THI. ..

— AHres, KOTOPbIA crieini 3a ToOOM, BEPHO, — CKa3ajia OHa,
NOATBEpIKIasi ero nopo3penus. — Tounee, 51 OblIa aHTEIOM. —
Ona nmpuKpbLIa 171a3a, U Ha €€ PeCHULIAX 3apOKai cie3bl. — A
Ternepb s1 HUUTO.

W cHoBa A3poH eli oBepuJI — Kak ke nHaue? IToT rojoc. .. B
CaMoM JieJie, OH XOTeJl Obl YCOMHUTBCS B €€ CJIOBAX, XOTh B YeM-
HUOY/Ib, HO HE MOT. ASPOH MPOTSAHYJ K HEW JPOXKAIIYIO PYKY.

«Twl utO0, pedenok? HemenyieHHO coOepuch».

XMypsICh OT IOJOOHOTO MIPOSIBJICHUS CIa00CTH, ASPOH 3acTa-
BT ce0s1 YCIIOKOUTBCSI M aKKYPATHO, YTOOBI HE 3a/IETh PaHBbI, OT-
BeJ B CTOPOHY BOJIOCHI JIEBYIIKU. B3slJicsl 32 OBaJIbHBIN BBIpE3
TOpPJIOBUHBI I1J1AThs1 U OCTOPOXKHO MOTSAHYJI. MsArKasi TKaHb JIETKO
pa3olIach, OTKPbIBasH CIIMHY.

W cHoBa m1a3a AspoHa pacimpuianch. Mexy JIONaTok, TaMm,
T7ie IOJIKHBI ObLTTM OBITH KPbUIbsI, K TO3BOHOYHUKY TSHYJIHCH JIBE
r1yOOKMe pBaHble PaHbl, OOHAKAIONIME CYXOXKWJIMS, MBIIIIIbI U
Jaxe KocTh. BapBapckue, kecToKkue, HEMUJIOCEPIHBIE, BCE €Ille
KpoBoTovaiye panbl. OnHax s ASpOHY CaMOMY BBIPBAJIU KPbI-
JIbsI, ¥ 9TO ObLIA camasi OOJIe3HEHHAsI TPaBMa 32 BCIO €r0 JIONTYIO
KU3Hb.

— Yro npon3onuio? — CopoCcrul OH BHE3AITHO OXPUIIIIUM TO-
JIOCOM.



— 51 mana, — mpu3HaIach OHA JAPOXKAIIUM OT CThIJIA TOJIOCOM U
YTKHYJIACh JIUTIOM B MOAYIIKY. — 51 OOJbIlie He aHTe.

— [Touemy?

A>pOH HUKOT/IA paHbllle He CTATKUBAJICS C aHTeJIaMU — 3 HC-
KJoueHreM Jlucanapa, HO 3TOT Mep3aBell He B CUET, TaK KaK OT-
KazaJicst 00CcykaTh ¢ BiagpikaMu XOTh U4TO-TO BaXXHOE, — IIO3TO-
My MaJio O HUX 3HaJl. Bce ero cBefieHns MoveprnHyThl U3 paccKa-
30B JIermoH u, Kak cieicTBUe, MOTYT ObITh OKpallleHbl ee JINY-
HOI HEHABUCTHIO K 9TUM CcO34aHMuAM. HU OHO U3 ONMMCaHuM Jie-
MOHECCHI HE IOAXOAWIIO JIEBYIIKE, JIeKAIIEed CEMYac Ha ero Kpo-
BaTH.

[To cnoBam JlernoH, aHresbl — OeCuyBCTBEHHBIE U O€3/TyIITHbIE
CO3[IaHUSI, KUBYIIIUE Pa/ld STUHCTBEHHOW IeJIM: YHUUTOXKEHUS
CBOUX TEMHBIX TPOTUBHUKOB — IEMOHOB. TaKkke OHa yTBep:Kaa-
JIa, YTO aHTeJIbl YaCTEHbKO IMOJJIaBAIMCh COOIa3Hy TUIOTH, OYa-
POBaHHBIE TEMU, KOTO TOJKHBI ObUIM HEHABU/IETh. TaKue aHTebl
HU3BEPrajicCh MPSIMUKOM B a/l, TIe IEMOHbI, KOTOPbIX OHU HEKO-
/12 IOOEVITH, TIOy4aI BOZMOXHOCTh HEMHOTO HACIIAIUTHCS
MECTBIO.

A>poH 3agyMacs, yx He CITy4UsIoCh Jid MoJ0OHOe C STUM aH-
resiom? Heysxenu oHa moObIBasia B affy ¥ Ha ce0e UCTIbITalIa TbIT-
KM JIEMOHOB? BO3MOKHO.

Cnenyer nu emy pa3Bsizath ee? Ee raza. .. Takue 6ecXuTpocT-
Hble, TAKWe HaUBHbIE, OHU OYKBaJILHO MOJIST 0 omoru. U o cna-
CEeHUMU.

Ho Gorbltie Bcero oHM MpOCST OOHSTh ¥ HUKOT/A He OTITyC-



KarTh.

N30 Bcex cuit cTapasich ciepkaThesi, ASpOH MOAyMall, UTo YKe
JaBasl cedsi OMypayuTh MOJOOHOMY HEBMHHOMY Ha BHJI CO3/1a-
Huto. VI bajeH Hekora nonajics Ha MOXOXYI0 YJIOBKY M IOILIA-
THJICSL 32 3TO KU3HbIO.

«HyXHO OCTYNUTh TIO-yMHOMY ¥ Pa3y3HaTh O HEl MOOOJb-
11€e, IPEkKAE YEM UTO-TO AEJaTh», peInia A3pOH.

— Kro nummn te6st KpbliibeB?

Bormnpoc npo3Byuan OTpbIBUCTO U HEMTPUBETIUBO, U BOUH KUB-
HYJI, JOBOJIBHBIA COOOM.

OHa cr0THY/Ia ¥ B3/IpOTHYJIA.

— Korna mens noBepriu c Hebec. ..

— A3pOH, TyMoi MPUIYPOK, — IepeduIT ee My CKO ToJoc. —
Ckaxxu MHe, 4TO THI HE. ..

[Napuc BeMyecTBEHHOM MOCTYITBIO BOIIIEN B CMIAJIBHIO, HO 3a-
Mep Ha Mecte nipu Buae Onuuu. [lpuiypuBimcek, OH MpoBes
SI3BIKOM TI0 3y0am.

— 3HauuT, 9170 NIpaBaa. Thl IENUCTBUTENHHO CJIeTal BHU3 U MO-
no0pai ee.

OsnuBuYA HanpAIack U crpsATaia Juuo B nopyiuke. [lneun ee
3aTpsICIUCh, CIIOBHO OT phlgaHuid. Heyxenu oHa HaKOHell UCITy-
ranace? Ilouemy numeHHo cenvac?

JKennmnel Beap oooxatot [apuca.

«Cocpenotoubcsi». ASpOHY He HY:KHO ObUIO CIIpalluBaTh, OT-
kyza [Tapuc 060 Bcem y3Hait. TopuH, ofepxkuMbiii ieMOHOM bo-
JIE3HU, CIIEANT 32 KPETMOCThIO M XOJIMOM, HA KOTOPOM OHAa CTOMWT,



JBaJIaTh BOCEMb 4acOB B CYyTKH, JAEBSTh JHEM B HEJEIIO — TaK,
10 KpalHEeW Mepe, Ka3ajioch.

— 41 mymaJt, THI MOIIIEN CO3BIBATh OCTAIbHBIX.

— TopuH mipucian MHe cooOIeHe, ¥ CHaJaJla s 3aryIsTHYJI K
HEMY.

— Yro oH TebOe 0 HeM ckazan?

— Briiinem B kopuiop, — nipeayioxui [apuc, kuBasi B CTOpoHy
JIBEpHU.

A>3pOH KauHYJ rOJIOBOM:

— Mo:xHO 1 ipu Her roBopuTh. OHA HE HAKUBKA.

sk [Tapuca cHOBa mporresncs mo 6eabM POBHBIM 3y0am.

— A 4 elrie Jymal, 4To CTaHOBJTIOCH IypPakoM, Korja jesio Ka-
caercst xeHImuH. OTKyza Tebe 3HaTh, KTO OHa Ha caMoM Jeje?
Omna ckazana tebe, a THl €l cpa3y U MOBEpPUI? — HACMEIILTMBO
npotsnyJ [apuc.

— Omna axresn, gecror Tel 3makuii! D10 oHa HaOMOIala 3a
MHOM.

OTH €10BAa MOMEHTAJILHO CTEPIIH MPE3PUTEIILHOE BBIPAKEHHE
¢ mua Ilapuca.

— Hacrosmmit anren? C gedec?

— Ha.

— Kak Jlucanap?

— Ja.

[Napuc MenIeHHO OKMHYJ AEBYIIKY B3MIsiioM. Byayuu 3Hato-
KOM >KEHILIMH, OH, BEPOsITHO, Cpa3y e y3HaJl O ee TeJie BCe, YTO
MOxHO. Pasmep rpymnu, oxBat 6ezep, TOUHYIO AJIMHY HOT. A9pOH



TeM BpEMEHEM TbITAJICS YOeauTh ceOs1, YTO ero He TPOraeT Takoe
npuctajgbHoe BHUMaHue K OmuBuu co croponsl [lapuca. Benp
OHa JJIs1 HEro HU4Yero He 3HaYuT. OT Hee OJJHU HENPUSITHOCTH.

— Kem 06b1 oHa HU ObLIa, — mponsHec [lapuc kyna 6onee cro-
KOWHBIM TOHOM, — 9TO HE O3HAa4YaeT, YTO OHa He padoTaeT Ha Ha-
mrero Bpara. He mue tebe HarmoMuHath, 4to [ajieH, 3ToT Besm-
YafIuii B MUPE XBACTYH, Ha3bIBaeT ceOsl aHTEJIOM.

— Jla, HO OH JIKET.

— A OHa JraTh He MOXET?

A3pOH MOTep JMIO, YyBCTBYS, KAK HAa HEr0 HABAJIMBACTCS
YCTAJIOCTb.

— OnuBus, Th noMoraenib ['aneHy, yToObl MPUYMHUTL HAM
Bpen?

— Her, — npoGopmorana ona, u [lapuc oTmarHyscs, Kak
npexae ASpoH, MPYKUMast PyKy K TPyIu.

— boru Bcemoryiye, — axHyJ1 OH. — DTOT ToJIoC. ...

— 3Haro.

— Ona He HaxkuBKa U He nomoraet ['aneny. — B ycrax Ilapuca
9TO YK€ 3By4aslo KaK yTBEPXKICHUE.

— 3Haio, — MOBTOpUJ A3pOH.

[lapuc TpsiXHY/ TOJOBOM, CIOBHO MBITAsICh MPUBECTU MbICIU
B MOPSIJIOK.

— Kak 6b1 T0 HU 6bL10, JIIOCBEH 3aX0UeT MPOBEPUTH, HET JIU Ha
XoJiMe 0XOTHUKOB. Ha Bcsikuit cmyyvail.

DTO OJIHA U3 MHOTUX PAYMH, ITO KOTOPIM A9POH B CBOE Bpe-
M nocnenoBai 3a JliocbkeHoM. Biiagpika, onepKuMbIA JEMOHOM



CMmepTH, YMEH M OCTOPOKEH.

— Korza oH 3aKOHYHUT, CO30BU BCEX, KTO CeiUac B KPerocTH,
U PacCKaXy UM O TOH, APYTOM KEHIIMHE, KOTOPYIO 1 BCTPETHI
Ha yJuLe.

[MTapuc kuBHYI, U ero romyOble 11a3a BAPYT OJeCHYIH.

— Tor emme Beuepok y Tebs Bbiaancs, na? MHtepecHo, Koro
ellle Thl CerofiHsI MOBCTpeYaeliib?

— Jla n30aBsAT MeHs1 OOrM OT HOBBIX BCTped, — MPOOOpMOTa
A3poH.

— He crowno npasaute KpoHoca, mpusitesns.

Kenynok AspoHa cxaicsi, a B3IV METHYJICS K aHrely.
Hey:xen BepxoBHblii OOT AEACTBUTEIHHO OTBETHII HA €0 BbI-
30B? bbia mu OnuBus TOM, 32 KOTOPOU emMy TTpuAeTcs mooerats?
OH NOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CEP/LIE €ro I'YJIKO KOJOTUTCS B TPYIH, a
KPOBb BCKHUIIAET B XKUJIaX.

AspoH ctucHyn 3yosl. He BakHO, siBisiercss OnuBUSA TOM, O
KOM OH TpocwJl, wir HeT. OHa MOXKET TOIBITAThCS €ro coomnas-
HUTb, HO OTEPIUT MOPAXKEHUE J1aXKe C STUM CBOMM BOJIONAIOM
IIOKOJIQ/IHBIX BOJIOC, HEBMHHBIMU TOJTYOBIMU TJIa3aMU M TyOaMu
B (popme cepaeuka.

— 4 He coxasiern 0 CKa3aHHOM, — 3asiBUJI ASPOH, He 3Hasl, Io-
BOPHT JIM TTpaBAy wiu jokeT. Bpsin mu Kponoc odnagaer BinacThio
HaJl aHrejnamu. Bo3MokHO, OH He MMeeT K MPOUCXOASILEMY HU-
KAKOI'0 OTHOIIEHHS.

OnaTb-Taku He BaKHO. ASPOH HE TOJIBKO HE JACT aHresty mnpe-
JICTUTH ce0s1, HO ¥l BBITOHUT U3 KPETIOCTH MPEKIe, YeM OHa Hau-



HET JIOCTaBJISATh HEMPUSATHOCTH.

— K tBOEMY CcBepenuio, — nponoskui Ilapuc, — Topun 3acex
€€ Ha XOJIME C TIOMOIIbI0 CBOMX CKPBIThIX Kamep. Ckazal, 4To
OHa BBIOpAJIach M3-TIOJ 3EMJIH.

N3-nox 3emun. O3HA4YaeT JIiM 3TO, UTO €€ JEUCTBUTEIBHO HU3-
BEPIVIM B aJ1 ¥ €l MPUIILIOCh OYKBAJIbHO HOTTSIMH ITPOKAITBIBATh
cebe jjopory Ha cBoO0y? A3pOH He MOT IIPEe/ICTaBUTh, YTOOBI Ta-
Kas XpyIKas Ha B JEBYIIIKa CyMeJsa OCYIeCTBUTh MOI00HOe,
Ja ele ¥ BeDKUTh. HO 3aTeM BCIOMHUJI, KaK PelIuTebHO OHA
Oexaia K Kpernocty. Uto k, BOZMOXHO.

— 9r10 npasaa’?

OH nocmotpen Ha OJMBUIO TO-HOBOMY. Y Hee Ipsi3b MO/ HOT-
TSIMHM M PyKH MCIIAYKaHbI B 3eMJIe. 3aTo IJ1aThe a0COMIOTHO YH-
CTO€, 32 UCKJIIDYEHHUEM ITSITEH KPOBU HA CITMHE.

[TpsiMo Ha r1a3ax pa3opBaHHAs UM TKaHb COILIACH, TTOOOHO
TOMY, KaK ero COOCTBEHHOE TeJIO 3aKUBJISAET paHbl. Kycok TKaHH,
YMEIOIIHIA UCHIENAThCS? DTH dyaeca Koraa-HuOy b 3aKOHYATC s ?

— OnuBHs, OTBETh MHE.

OHa KUBHYJIa, HE OTPbIBasl JUIA OT MOAYIIKU. ASPOH YCIIbI-
a1 BexymnbiBaHus. Hy TouHo, rutaver.

B rpynu konbHY0, HO OH IpoUrHOpUpoBa 0osb. «He Bax-
HO, KTO OHA TaKas Y 4To BbITepnesa. Yept BO3bMU, HE paCKHUCaK.
Omna ornyruBaet JIernoH v puuuHSET ei O0Jb U IIOTOMY JIOJIK-
Ha YUTW».

— Hacrosmuii, xuBoi aHres, — ¢ 6J1aroroBeHreM ITPOU3HEC
[Mapuc. — 51 3a6epy ee B CBOIO KOMHATY, €CJIU Thl HE TIPOTHUB, U. . .



— OHa cIMIIKOM HM3paHeHa Uil JTIOOOBHBIX UTp, — OTpe3al
A3pOH.

[Mapuc Gpocuit Ha HETO CTPaHHBINA B3IJISI, 3aTeM YXMbLIbHYJI-
sl ¥ ITOKavyaJl T'OJIOBOU:

— A 1 He cobupasics ¢ Hel pa3BJIeKaThCs, TaK YTO OCTABb CBOIO
PEBHOCTb.

ITO axe OTBETA HE 3aCiTyKUBaJIO. ASPOH HUKOIAA HE PEBHO-
BaJI IIPEX/Ie M He cOOMpaJICsl HAUMHATh ceifuac.

— 3aueM Torza Thl Mpejiaraeiib NepeHecTy ee K cede B KOM-
Hary?

— YroObl nepeBsizath ee panbl. Hy, 1 K10 U3 Hac necnot?

— 51 cam o Hell mo3a004yCh.

NHTtepecHo, MOAXOAAT JIM aHTeIaM YeJIoBeYeCKUe JieKapcTBa?
Wnm oHn miib HaBpeAAT? A3pOH XOPOILO 3HAJ, KaK OIACHO Ja-
BaTh OJHOM pace TO, YTO MPEJHAZHAYEHO IS IPYTOU. DUUIMH, K
npuMepy, e/1Ba He yMepJia, MonpoOoBaB aMOpPO3UI0 — BUHO Oec-
CMEpPTHBIX.

MosxHo 6b110 OB1 cipocuTh y Jlvicanapa, HO M30paHHBIA aH-
resi-BOUTENb B HACTOsIIIEe BpeMsi sKUBET ¢ BhsiHKOM Ha Hebecax,
Y, €CJIU U €CTh KAKON-TO CIIOCOO JI0 HEro JOCTy4aThcsl, ASPOHY O
HeM He ckazanu. Kpowme toro, JIucanap ero He JIIOOUT U e/1Ba Jin
10 T0OpOH BOJIE CTAaHET JNEeMThCS MH(OpMaIel 0 CBoel pace.

— Xouelb caM HECTH 3a Hee OTBEeTCTBeHHOCTh? M3Bosb! Ho
NpU3Hal, — yxMblIbHYIICA [lapuc, — 4To yxe npenbsasisenis Ha
Hee IpaBa.

— Hudgero nono6HoTO.



YV AspoHa He ObUIO HU MaJICHIIIEro KeJlaHus 3To Aenathb. [Ipo-
cro OnuBus paHeHa, He MOXET O ceOe T03a00TUTHCS U YK TeM
Oosiee He B COCTOSIHUU C KeM-JIMOO mepecnarh. A 3TO BCe, UTO
HyxHO oT Hee [Tapucy. Cekc. YUto O6bl OH Tam HU OoJITa MPO pa-
HBI.

Kpome Toro, oHa 3Bana UMeHHO A3poHa. BeIkprkuBasia ero
uMsl.

HuuyTs He cmyTuBIIKCSH, [1aprc nponomkut:

— Thl e NOHMMaeIlb, YTO TEXHUYECKU aHTeNl — HEe YeJIOBEK.
AHTEJ — 9TO HEUTO OOJIbIIIEE.

AspoH menkHy1 3ydamu. «M 310 Bee, YTO Thl 3aNIOMHUIT W3
Halllero pasropopa?»

— 4 ckaza, 4TO He MPeAbSBIISI0 HA HEE MPaB.

Iapuc paccmescs:

— Kak noxenaens, apyxuine. Hacnaxngaiics cBoer kKeHIu-
HOW.

A>3pOH cxkall Kylaku, pa3ApaxkxeHHbI HACMEIIIKaMH JIpyra.

— Wnu n nepepait JIrockeHy Bee, 0 4eM Mbl TOBOPWJIY, HO HU B
KOEM cJTyJyae He paccKa3biBai JKEHIIMHAM, YTO 3[IeCh HAXOAUTCS
paHeHbli aHren. MHaue oHM cOeryTcsi B MO0 KOMHATy, keJias ee
YBUJIETD, & CEUYAC HE CaMOe TMOAXO/SILEE BPEMsI.

— [Nouemy? Cobupaenibcsi ¢ Hell EPenuXHyThCS ?

A>SpOH CTUCHYJT 3yObl C TAKOW CHJIOH, UTO UCITYTaJiCsl, KaK Obl
HE CTEpEeTh UX B IIOPOLIOK.

— $I cobuparoch ee TOIPOCUTD.

— Bor, 3HauuT, Kak 31O Tenepb HasbiBaercs! UTo Xk, xkemaio



XOPOIIIO MOBECETUTHCS.

[Ipononxast yxMbLsIThCS, [1apuc Bhillies1 U3 KOMHATHI.

BHOBB OCTaBIIUCH C IEBYIIKON HaeauHe, ASPOH MOCMOTpes
Ha Hee. Ee 0e3MOJIBHBIN 11124 HAKOHEI] ITPEeK PaTUIICs, ¥ OHA CHO-
Ba BCTPETUJIACh C HUM B3IJISIOM.

— Yo THI 37€Ch Aenaemb, OnuBus?

3BYK ee UMEHU He JIOJKEH ObLT MOBIUATH HA A9POHA — B KOH-
1Ie KOHIIOB, OH MPOM3HOCUJI €T0 PaHbIlle, — OJHAKO ITO CIy4H-
nock. KpoBsb ero Bekuriena. JIomkHO ObITh, BCEMY BUHOM ee IJ1a-
3a... TAKWe MPOH3UTEIbHbIC. . .

OsnuBHS PEPHIBUCTO B3/IOXHYJIA.

— 51 3Hanma o MocneaCcTBUSX, 3HAIA, UTO JIMIITYCh CBOMX KPBbI-
JIbEB, CIIOCOOHOCTEH, OeCCMepTHs, HO BCe PaBHO TOIIIA Ha 3TO.
[Tpocro... Mos 3agaya u3mMeHwnach. §1 Oosbllle He mapwia pa-
noctb. Tonbko cmepth. I HeHaBuIE A TO, YTO OHU 3aCTaBJISIN
MeHs JienaTh. S1 He cMoryia UCIOTHUTG TpHKa3, AspoH. [Ipocto
HEe cMoIJIa.

To, Kak OHa MPOU3HECIIA er0 UMSI — TaK TPUBBIYHO, — BEIOUJIO
€ro 13 KOJIEU, U Y Hero MepexBaTuiIo JpixaHue. UTo ¢ HUM Takoe
tBOpUTCs? «Cobepuch. CTaHb TEM XJIaJHOKPOBHBIM, KECTKUM
BOMHOM, KaKHUM OBLII BCErIa».

— 4 cnepuna 3a TOOOM, — MPOIOKIIIA OHA. — 3a TOOOH | 3a
BCEMHM, KTO TeOs OKPYXkKaeT, U ITO... MPUIUHSIO MHE 00jb. 5
*kenasa Teds1 U BCero, 4To y Bac eCTb, — CBOOO/IBI, JTIOOBH U Bece-
nbs. $1 XoTena pa3BiieKkaThcsl. XOTela IeJIOBaTh TeOsI U KacaTbCs
TBOETO TeJa. X0Tella HaCaaKAaThCs KU3HbI0. — OHa MoCMOTpena



Ha HEero MOTYXIINM, CJIOMJICHHBIM B3IJISJOM. — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB
MHE TIPUIILIOCh BBIOMpath. [1acTs. .. wm youts Teds. S pemmna
nacte. U BOT 1 371€ch. Pagom ¢ To0o#.



I'nmaBa 3

«Psnmom ¢ To60i1». He cnenosano eit 3to rooputs. OnuBus
3aCThUIA OT y’aca, ¥ BEC MbICIIU B TOJIOBE 3aTMIJIO IOHUMAaHUE:
OHa TOJIbKO YTO BCE pa3pyllua.

Hano Obuto mombITaThCcsl CMATYUTH U1l ASpOHA TpaBly.
B KoOHIle KOHIIOB, KaXIblil pa3, Korga Ha MpPOTSKEHUM ITUX
HECKOJIbKUX HeJlesb OHA MPUOIMKAIach K HEMY, OH yIpoXa e
MYYeHUSMH U cMepThio. To, 4To OHa HeBUAMMA, HE UMEJIO IS
Hero 3HaueHusi. OH 3Hat, yTo oHa psgoM. OJMBUS TaK U HE CY-
MeJia TIOHSITh, KaK eMy yJaBaJjioch ee mouyBcTBoBaTh. OHa Beflb
JOJDKHA OBITH HEOCSI3aeMOM, CJIOBHO OeCTe IeCHBIN IMPU3paK B HO-
9i. A Tenepb, KOIja OHa JIEKUT 3[eCh BO IUIOTH U BHIOAITHIBACT
CBOM CEKpeThbl, A9POH, BEPOSATHO, COUTET ee ellle OOoIbIei yrpo-
30i. Bparom.

BepositHO? OnuBrsi 6e3palocTHO paccMmesiiach. Tak M ecTh.
Ero Bonpocsl xJiectam ee, CJIOBHO OWY, paHs 0 TITyOWHBI TYIIIH.
Ha. Ona npourpaja. A3poH Tenepb He 3aX0UET UMETh C HEW HU-
yero oOmero. Pa3se 4Tto mogBeprueT My4eHusiM U CMEPTH, Kak
U cobuparcs.

«He 3arem TBI ¢ G0emM mpoOWBaIach U3 IIyOUH aga, YTOOBI
OBITB 3ape3aHHOM B KperocT». OHa MpoIilia Yepe3 Bee 9TO pain
maHca ObITh ¢ AspoHoM. HecMOTpsi Ha BEpOSATHOCTh OBITH UM
OTBEPrHYTOM.

«ThI MOXeIb 310 caenarb». OHa Tak J0ro TAWKOM HAOMIO-



Jajia 32 HUM, YTO BO3HHKJIO OIILyITIeHue, Oy/ITO XOPOIIIO €ro 3Ha-
er. OH AUCIMIUTMHAPOBAH, IEPKUTCSI OCOOHSKOM 1 O€3yKOpH3-
HEHHO yecteH. He noBepser HukoMy, kpome apyseit. He repriur
cnadoctu. [Ipu BceM mpu 3TOM OH 100p, BHUMATENIeH 1 3a00T/IMB
¢ TemH, Koro JiioOuT. CTaBUT UX Onarornoyiyyre mpeBbiie coo-
CTBEHHOTO. «BOT OBl MEHS TaK JTOOWIIN».

Ax, ecm 661 A3poH yBuaen OJUBHIO JI0 TOrO, Kak €e BbI-
HIBBIPHYJIM U3 €IMHCTBEHHOTO JIOMa, KOTOPBII OHA KOTAa-1100
3Haua! [lo Toro, Kak y Hee OTHSUIM CIIOCOOHOCTD JieTath. [Ipex e,
9YeM U3 ee MaMsTH CTepId HOBONPHOOPETEHHOE YMEHHE CO3/1a-
BaTh OpyXHe u3 Bo3ayxa. [Ipexne, uem OoHa yTparuia crocoo-
HOCTb 3aKPBIBAThCS OT 3J1a TOrO MUpA.

A ceituac. ..

Ona cpenanach cinadbee MPOCTOr0 CMEPTHOTO. 3a BCIO CBOIO
JOJITYI0, HACYMTBIBABIILYIO HECKOJIBKO CTOJNETHI ku3Hb ONuBHUs
NIPUBBIKJIA OOJIBIIE MOJIAaraThCsl HA KPbUIbsl, YEM HA HOTH, U Te-
nepb J1axke He 3HaJjla, Kak MPaBWJIbHO XOAUTh. UTO, eciu y Hee
BOOOIIIE HE TOTYIUTCS IOAPYKUTHCS C COOCTBEHHBIMU HOTaMU ?

Ona BexymanHyna. OHa IPOMEHSIa CBOW JIOM U JIpy3ed Ha
60J1b, YHUKEHHE U OecrioMOIITHOCTh. Ecii u ASpOH ee BBIIIBBIP-
HET, eil IPOCTO HeKyaa OyJeT MOuTH.

— He mnaus, — nmporeann A3poH CKBO3b 3yObl.

— He mory... Huyero... ¢ coboil nopenarb, — OTBETUIIA OHA,
corpsicasch oT pelganuid. [lpexne OnuBus 1akaia JMib OqHa-
KJIbl, IPUYEM TOKE U3-32 A9POHA — KOTa MOHSIA, YTO YyBCTBA
K HEMY MOJIHOCTBIO 3aTMUJIM MHCTUHKT CAaMOCOXPAaHEHUSI.



MacinTa0 Toro, Yo OHa HaTBOPHJIA, C TPYJOM YKJIa/IbIBAJICS B
royioBe. OHa OKa3ajach OIHA, 3aKJIIOUEHHAs B CJ1a00M TeJie, C KO-
TOPBIM HE yMeeT 00paIaThCsi, ¥ 3aBUCUT OT MUJIOCTU MY>KYHUHBI,
KOTOPbIN BpEMsI OT BpPEMEHU CeeT CMEPTb U Pa3pyIlIeHUs Cpeu
HUYEro He Mo03peBaIuX Jroaen. Jlonen, 3a c4acTbe KOTOPhIX
OHa, OyJy4r BECTHUKOM PaJIOCTH, HEKOT/Ia OTBEYAIa.

— IonwbITaiics, yepT 1eds nepu.

— He mor Obl TbI... BO3MOKHO. .. HE 3HAIO... OOHATH MEHA? —
C TPYZIOM BBITOBOPUJIA OHA.

— Her! — Kazanock, cama MbICTIb 00 3TOM TpUBENa €ro B
yxac. — [IpocTto HEMeIJIeHHO MPEeKpaTu T1aKaTh.

OnuBuS pa3pelgaiack mylie npexHero. byas ona noma, ee Ha-
craBHUK Jlucanap 3akmouns Obl ee B OOBSATHS U BOPKOBAJT HAJl
HEH /10 TeX Mop, Nnoka He ycrnokow. [1o kpaiiHen mepe, oHa 1y-
MaJia, YTO OH UMEHHO TaK Obl M TIOCTYITUJI, XOTS IIaHCa TPOBe-
PUTh TEOPHIO HA MPAKTUKE HUKOT/IA HE TTPEJCTABIISIIOCH.

Benuwiii Mutelid JIucanap. 3Haer m OH, 4TO OHa mporasia?
N nukorga He BepHercsA? EMy WM3BECTHO JIMIIb, YTO €ro MOj-
orevHasi o4yapoBaHa ASPOHOM U IMPOBOIUT Kak/Iyl0 CBOOOTHYIO
MUHYTY, TAKOM HaOJI0Aast 32 HUM, Oy[lyud HE B CHJIaX BBHITION-
HUTB CBOE yxkacawiuee 3aganne. Ho Jlucanap v npeanonoxurs
HE MOT, YTO OHA MOXEPTBYET BCEM Paiyd MYKUUHbI.

Ecnu vectHo, OnuBUs 1 cama He JiymMalia, 4To Korja-HuOy/Ib
Ha TaKoe OTBAXUTCS.

Bripoyem, Heuyto mOMOOHOE MOXHO OBLIO IPEIIONIOKHUTH,
BeJIb BCe ee TIPOOIeMBbl HAUaJIUCh eIlie 10 TOTO, KaK OHA BIIEPBbIC



yBujenaa AspoHa.

Heckonpko MecsI1eB Ha3a B €€ KPbUIbsIX MOSIBUJICS 30J10TOU
MYIIOK. 30JI0TOM — 3TO OTJIMYUTEIbHBIN 1IBET BouTeer, a Onu-
BUSI HUKOTJIa HE CTPEMIJIACh TIOTIOJTHUTh COOOHM MX PSI/IbL, 1axe
pajiv TIOBBIIIICHUSI PaHTa.

BcenomauB 0 cBoux HecyacTwsix, OnuBus B3aoxHyaa. Cynie-
CTBYeT TpH YpOBHsI uepapxuu anreyon. Cemepo N30paHHBIX, KY-
Ja BXoauT ¥ JIucanap, NomuuHsIoTCs HenocpeacTBeHHo EnnHo-
my Uctuanomy Bory. MIx BeiOpasu eiie B Hayajie BpeMeH, U C TeX
TIOP OHM HEYKOCHHUTEJIbHO MCIIONHSIOT CBOM OOSI3aHHOCTH: 00Y-
YaloT PYTryX aHTeJIOB U OTCIIeKUBAIOT MposiBiieHus 371a. Cremny-
IOIIMMU UIYT BOUTENH, B UbIO 337Uy BXOIUT YHUUTOXKEHUE Je-
MOHOB, CYMEBIIIMX cOeXaTh U3 OTHEHHBIX TIopeM. M nocneanue
— 9TO BECTHUKM PAJOCTH, K KOTOPHIM HEKOT/1a TPUHAJIEKATA U
OnuBus.

MHorue u3 ee coOpaTheB UCTIHITATM MUMOJIETHBIN YKOJ 3aBH-
CTH TIpU TIOSIBJIEHUH B €€ KPBUIbSIX 30JI0TOTO MyXa — HUYero ce-
PbE3HOT0, pa3yMeeTcsi, — HO BIEPBbIE B )KU3HU OHA 3aCOMHEBa-
JIach B TOM, KaK ObITh Jasibiie. [ToueMy UMEHHO ee n30pasu st
MO00HOM 3a1a4m’?

Pa6oty cBoto OnuBus moduna. Eif HpaBuioch HalllenTHBATH
JHONSIM KPacHBbIE CJIOBA, Mapsl paJiocTh U YBEPEHHOCTh B celde.
MBICb O TOM, UTOOBI MPUYMHUTH BPE[ IPYTOMY KUBOMY CYIIIe-
CTBY, ITyCTb JIaXke W 3aCTyKUBAIOIEMY HaKa3aHUs. .. 3aCTaBJIsIa
€€ CONIpOoraThCs.

Nwmenno torga OnuBus BriepBbie 33 JyMajach O MaJeH!u 1 Ha-



Jajie HOBOM kn3HU. CHavYasa MbIC/IM 9TU ObLTH BIIOJTHE HEBUHHBI.
«Yro, ecnmu» U «MOXeT ObITh»... BasiBIIUCH criequth 3a A3po-
HOM, OHa CTajia Pa3MBIIUISATh 00 3TOM Bce varie. Yto, ecau Obl
oHu ObuTH BMecTe? Bo3MOKHO, CMOTIM OBl JKUTh JIOJTO U CYACT-
JIMBO.

Ha 4rto 310 BOOOIIIE MOXO0XKE — OBITH YETIOBEKOM?

Tak 4to K TOMy BpeMenu, kak Boicmii Hebecnsiit CoBet —
BHYIIIAIOIIee CTpax coOpaHue, Kyaa BXOIAT aHreJIbl — PeICTaBy-
TeJIM BCEX TPEX KaTeropuil, — BHI3BAJ €€ B 3aJ1 Cy/la, OHA OXKUAA-
Jla HaKa3aHWs 3a OTKa3 YHUUYTOXUTh A3poHa. Bmecro 310ro en
BBIJJBUHYJIU YJIbTUMATYM.

OHa cTosiyia B LIEHTPe MPOCTOPHOM OeI0i KOMHATHI C KYTOJIO-
00pa3HBIM MOTOJKOM M 00Pa3yOIIMMU UI€ATbHBIA KPYT CTeHa-
MW, BJIOJTb KOTOPBIX TSHETCS Psifi OETIOCHEXKHBIX KOJIOHH, YBUTHIX
TUTIOIIIOM COBEPIIIEHHOTO, HEMOPOYHO-0eJI0r0 11BeTa. Mex 1y Ko-
JIOHHAMH YCTAHOBJIEHbI TPOHBI, HA KaKA0M M3 KOTOPBIX BOCCEAA-
€T BeJIM4YecTBeHHas purypa.

— Tt 3HAEMIB, 324eM TeOs clona npu3Baiu, OnuBHsA? — CIpo-
CHWJI 3BYYHBIN T'OJIOC.

— Jla. — X0oTb OHa U Ipoxkajia OT CTpaxa, ee AJIMHHbIE IPalro3-
Hble OEJIOCHEXKHBIE KPbUIbsI C BIUIETEHUEM MEX]y TIepbsIMU JTyH-
HOTO 30J10Ta He MPEeKpalaiy IVIABHO ABUTATHCS. — YTOOBI 1MOro-
BOpUTh 00 A3poHe, Brajibike [Ipencrnionseii.

— MbI TepnenuBo kAau HECKOJIbKO Heaeb, OnuBus. — bec-
CTPACTHBI TOJIOC 9XOM OTJABAJICS B €€ TOJIOBE, CIIOBHO OOM
Ipe/IBEIaIIero BoiHy OapadaHa. — Mbl mpemocTaBuim Tede



MHOECTBO BO3MOKHOCTEH MpOsiBUTH ceOs. M Kaxkaplil pa3 Thl
Tepriesa Heyaauy.

— 51 He nMpeHA3HAYEHA JIJIS1 IOMOOHOTO, — OTBETHJIA OHA JIPO-
KaIlM TOJI0COM.

— TBoe npenHa3HauYeHWEe MIMEHHO B 3TOM U 3akJovaercs. Her
JIy9IIIero croco0a MPUHECTH PafoCTh, YeM N30aBUTD JIIOEH OT
37a. D10 TeOe M HYXKHO C/IeNaTh JJIs 3aBepIleHus 3a1auu. [Jaem
TeOe nocyeqHui maHc. Thl yObelb A3poHa, Wi Mbl yObeM TeOsl.

Ona noHuMmasa, 4yto Ha camoM jejie perieHre CoBera BOBCe
He xectokoe. [Ipocto Ha Hebecax Takue nopsaku. OaHa-eauH-
CTBEHHas Karuis sijia CloCOOHA OTPaBUTh OKeaH, MO3TOMY HEe0O-
XOVMO YHUUTOXUTH €€ Mpesk/ie, YeM OHA IMOMAJIET B €r0 BOJTHBI.
Opnako OnuBHMA BCE PABHO BO3pa3mia:

— Bol He Moxere youts MeHs1 Oe3 onoOpenusi Enqunroro Vc-
TMHHOTrO bora.

Kotoporo OH He AacT, Tak Kak sIBJsIeTCs BOIUIOMIEHUEM HEX-
HOCTU ¥ 100pOThl. OH 3200THUTCS O CBOEM Hapojie, 000 BCEX KH-
BBIX CcyIecTBax. [laske o cBoeHpaBHbIX aHTenax. [Iporie roBops,
OH ecTb JTIOOOBb.

— Ho ™Mbl MOXeM u3rHath TeOsi, IpeKpaTUB TBOE HBbIHEITHEee
CYIIIECTBOBaHUE, — TIPOTOBOPIIT OE3TUKHIA TOJIOC, TPUHA/IJIEekKA-
W, OJHAKO, *KEHIIMHE.

Ha mrHoBenue y OJMBUM TiepeXBaTWIO JIbIXaHWE, W Tiepell
IJ1a3aMU 3aIuIsicaliv ipKkue UCKpbl. Heykenu oHu MouayT Ha 1o-
no6Hoe? OHa Belb TOMBKO YTO MPUKYMUJIA ceOe HOBOE OOJBINIOe
obnako. U mooberana mOqMEHUTh OTHOTO U3 APY3eil — BECTHH-



KOB PaJOCTH, YTOOBI TOT MOT B3ATh OTIYCK, — & OHa HHUKOI/A
npeke He Hapymaia odenfanmii. Tem He MeHee OHa MPOJOIIKa-
JIa yIIOpPCTBOBATH:

— AspoH He 3710. OH He 3aCi1yKUBaeT CMEPTH.

— 2710 He TeOe pemarb. OH HAPYIIVIT IPEBHUI 3aKOH U JIOJIKEH
MOHECTU HaKa3aHWe, UHAYe IPYyrue COUYTYT, YTO MOTYT ITOCTYTATh
TaK ke, He 00sICh MOCIEACTBUA.

— ComHeBaloch, 4T0 OH BOOOIIE CO3HAET, YTO HATBOPUI. —
OnuBHs yMOJISIIOIIE TIpocTepiia Brepe. pyku. — Eciiv Obl BbI 103-
BOJIWUTU €My YBUJIETh MEHSI, YCIIBIIIATh MOU TOJIOC, 51 OBl IOTOBO-
puia C HUM U OObSICHUIIA. . .

— B takom ciyyae JpeBHUI 3aKOH HAPYIIMM Mbl CAMHU.

Wctunnas npasna. Bepa 3mxaercss Ha NPUHLIAIE TPUHSATHS
CepIIeM TOro, YTO HeJoCTyImHO ra3y. Jlumb Cemepbiv M30pan-
HBIM BpeMs OT BpEMEHU J03BOJIAETCSA ABJIATHCSA HA 3€MITIO B CBO-
€M UCTUHHOM 00/INYbe, YTOObI BO3HATPAIUTD JIIOIEH 32 UX BEpYy.

— ITpomy npomenus, — nporoopuia OJMBHA, OIYCTUB T'O-
noBy. — He cnienoBano MHe mpocuTh O IOMOOHOM.

— Thl npoI1ieHa, AUTS, — OTBETUIU €M B YHUCOH.

[Ipomienue 3nech Beerna JapoBaid O4eHsb Jierko. Kpome tex
Clly4aeB, KOraa HapylaJuch 3anoBeu. «beansiid A3poH», — 1o-
JyMaJja OHa, a BCIIyX CKas3aJa:

— bnarogapro Bac.

Jleno B Tom, 4TO... ee mpocto BiaeueT K Aspony. Co cBoum
MOKPBITHIM TATYMPOBKAMHM TEJIOM OH BBITJISIIUT AOCOTIOTHBIM JIe-
MOHOM, U BCE k€, BIIEPBbIC YBUAEB €ro, ONMBUS UCITBITATIA Kea-



HUSI CJIMIIIKOM CHUJIbHBIE, YTOOBI UX UTHOPUPOBaTh. YTO OHA IM0-
YYyBCTBYET, €CJIM JOTPOHETCS 10 HEro? A eciii A9pOH JOTPOHET-
cqa go Hee? [lo3Haer M OHa cama cyacTbe, KOTOPOE MPUHOCUT
JIpyrum?

[Monauairy oHa cThIMIACH TONOOHBIX MbIciel. Ho uem syuriie
y3HaBaJla A3pOHA, TEM CWJIbHEE CTAHOBWIOCH €€ KEJIAaHWE, — U
B KOHEYHOM UTOTe CTPEMJICHUE MACTh U OBITh C HUM BBITECHHJIO
BCE OCTaJIbHBIE.

Haxoneny OnvBusSI NIpUHSUIA CBOIO CHJIBHEWIIYIO MPUBS3aH-
HOCTh K A3POHY, TOTOMY 4TO, HECMOTPSI Ha BHEIITHOCTh U JIaXke
Ha perieHre CoBeTa, OH OTIMYAETCs YeCTHOCTBIO U TOOPOTOH. A
pa3 eMy NpUCYIIM 3TU KaYeCcTBa, 3HAUUT, U € MO3BOJIUTEILHO
JeJIaTh TO e, YTO U OH, U TIPU 3TOM OCTaBaThCsl YECTHOU U 100-
poii. Bonee Toro, eit HIYTO OBl HE YTPOKAIIO, TOTOMY UTO ASPOH
NPUPOXICHHBIN 3aIIUTHUK, KOTOPBIA CyMeeT yoepeub ee OT BCe-
ro Ha ceete. OT Ipyrux U OT HEe CaMOM.

YO6uB ero, el mpuILIOCh Obl TPOKUTH OCTATOK BEYHOCTH, TaK
HUKOT/IA ¥ HE Y3HaB, HACKOJIBKO. .. BOCXUTHUTEILHO OBLIO OBI M0-
YyBCTBOBATb €0 BO BCEX CMBIC/IAX 3TOro cjoBa. OHa packanBa-
Jack ObI U CKOpOesia O HeM.

Onnaxko criact ero OBy MOIUIA JIUIE [IEHOW COOCTBEHHO-
T'O M3THAHUS, YTO O3HAYAJIO OTKAa3 OT MPUBBIYHOTO 0Opa3a Ku3-
HU, Kak 1 noctaHoBuj1 CoBet. MaJio Toro 4To oHa noTepsieT 10M
Y KpbUIbS, €U ellle MPUIETCS CYIIeCTBOBATh B MUPE, II€ HEYACTO
HaXOUTCSI MECTO MPOILEHUIO, TEPIIEHUE PEIKO BO3HAIPAXKIAET-
cs1, a TpyOOCTh ¥ BOBCE SIBJISIETCSI 0Opa30M KU3HU.



— YouiictBo A3poHa — repBoe I TeOs 3a1aHue TaKOTo Pojia,
MO3TOMY TBOE€ HEKEJIAHWE BIIOJIHE MOHATHO, OnuBus. OnHAKO
HEJTb35 TIO3BOJIUTh YYBCTBAM Pa3pyIIUTh CBOIO CYITHOCTh. Hyxk-
HO NepeCcUsIUTh ce0s1, MHaue Oy/ielllb pacriayuBaThCsl BEUHO. UTo
THI BBIOMpaeIh ?

Dro ObUIA OCTIEHSISA OTUassHHAs norbiTka CoBeTa CracTu ee.
Ho OnuBust BCKMHYJIa TOJIOBY M TIPOM3HECIA BCIYX CJIOBA, KOTO-
pble HECKOJIBKO HeJleNlb KUTIENIM BHYTPU €€ U B KOHEYHOM UTOre
npuBenu ee ciofa. [Ipexe yem cTpax 3acTaBUT ee mepeayMarh.

— 51 BeIOMpato AspoHa.

— 9u, keHMHAa?

['pyOblit ronoc BeipBas ONMBUIO U3 BOCHOMHUHAHUIA, rOJIOC
DIyOKe v 3ByYHEe YeM y KOro Obl TO HU ObLJIO H. .. TAKOU HYKHBIN
eil. OnuBUs 3aMoprasia, U OKpYXaloluid MUpP MeJIEHHO PHO0-
pen uetkue ouepranvsi. OHa HAXOAUTCS B ClaJIbHE, OOCTAaHOBKY
KOTOpOM 3HaeT HauzycTb. [IpocTopHast KOMHaTa ¢ cepeOpUCThIMU
KaMEeHHbIMU CT€HAMU, 3aBEIIaHHBIMU M300paXEHUSIMH 1IBETOB
v 3Be31. Ha mosy TeMHbIM CBEpKAIOIINAN MAPKET, 3aCTEJIEHHBIN
MSATKUM pO30BBIM KOBpoM. CTosiiye 3/1ech KOMOJI C 3epKajioMm,
TyaJIETHBII CTOJIMK M KYyIIETKa OOJIbIle MOAXOAAT JIIsl CHIAJIbHUA
IOHOM JIEBYIIIKHU.

MHorue nocMesuIich Obl Haj )KEHCTBEHHOW OOCTAHOBKOH, B
KOTOpPOW OOWTAET ITOT CUJIbHBIN U TOPJIBIA BOMH, HO TOJILKO HE
OnuBusi. MeGenb MpoCTO-HAIIPOCTO JI0KAa3bIBAET BCIO CHITY JTI00-
BU A3poHa K ero Jlermos.

Ectb Ju B ero cepiie MecTo Jist KOro-To erie?



OnuBus nepeseia B3] Ha A3pOHa, O-TIPEKHEMY CTOSIIIE-
r0 y KpOBaTH, Ha KOTOPOU OHa JIeKajla, U CMOTPEBIIETO HA HEe. ..
0€3y4acTHO M pa30yapOBaHHO, OTMETHIIA OHA. Pa3Be MOXHO ero
B 9TOM BUHUTHL? OHA, TOIKHO ObITh, IBJISIET COOOM KaJIKoe 3pe-
yuie. Cne3pl Ha 1IeKaxX BbICOXJIA, OTUETO KOXKY CTSHYJIO, U OHA
CTaJIa YyBCTBUTEJILHOU. B BOJIOCAX KONTYHBI, TEJIO NEPENAYKAHO
IpA3bIO.

B TO Bpems Kak A3pOH BBIIJISIIUT BEIMKOJIENHO. Bpicokuil,
C MOTPSICAIOILIEN MYCKYJIATypPO U C CAMbIMU BOCXUTUTEIbHBIMU
Ha cBeTe ra3aMu (pUOJIETOBOTO IBeTa B 0OpaMJICHUH JITMHHBIX
YEPHBIX pECHMI. [ 1517151 HA ero TeMHbIE, KOPOTKO OCTPUKEHHBIE
BoJiochl, ONMBUS 3a7aach BOIIPOCOM, YKOJIOMM Obl OHU ee Jia-
JIOHb, IIPOBEIU OHA M0 HUM PYKOM?

Tonbko Bpsiz 1 ASPOH TO3BOJIUT €M cedst IOTJIaIUTh.

Bce ero Teno — 1 1axe uaeanbHble CKYJIbITYPHbBIE YEPTHI JIH-
1[a — MOKPHITO TATYMPOBKAMHU, Kakjasi U3 KOTOPBIX M300paka-
€T YTO-TO OTBparutesibHoe. Pe3Hs, yaylieHue, noaxoru, KpoBb
— O4YeHb MHOTO KpoBu! Bce nmoxoxkue Ha yeperna Jihia UCKaxe-
Hbl MyKOil. Cpe/ii 3TOro OKeaHa HACWJIUS BBIJENISIIOTCS IBE OCO-
OeHHbIe TATYMPOBKU-0a00UYKH: OIHA pacnpocTepia carngupoBbie
KpBUIbsI Ha pedpax, a ipyrasi — Ha CIIUHE BOMHA.

OnuBusA 3aMeTwsIa, YTO y Apyrux Brnagplk Bcero mo ogHOM
TaTyupoBKe-0ab0uKe, CAMBOJIM3UPYIOIIEH METKY JIeMOHa, KOTO-
PbIM OHU OZIEPKUMBI, U YACTEHBKO rajaja, nouemy y AspoHa
ele U Bropasi Hakosika? He moxoxe, 9ToObl B €ro Tejie ObUIH 3a-
KJIIOYEHBI [IBA IEMOHA WJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE.



Bornee Toro, oH npe3upaer cnadoctb. MoxeT ObITh, 0a00UKH
CITy’)KaT HarloMHHaHWeM A3poHy o ero 6esymuun? Wmm, Hao60-
POT, BCe OCTJIbHBbIE TATYUPOBKH, N300paXkaroliyie Hacujine, sB-
JISIOT cOOOH yKacHble NesTHUS, KOTOpbIe 3aCTaBIIsll €ro CoBep-
[IaTh JI1EMOH?

OsvBYSI HUKAK HE MOTIJIa TIOHSITh, [IOYEMY ITOT MYKUMHA HE
BBI3BIBACT Yy HEe OTBpAIlCHHs], KaK y IPYTUX aHTeJIOB, MOYeMy
MPOZIOJIKAET BOCXUILATD ee?

— JKeHimHa, — HeTEPNEJIUBO MOBTOPUI A3POH.

— Jla? — ¢ Tpyom nmpoxpuriena oHa.

— Thl MEHA HE cnylana.

— IIpoctm.

— Kt0 xoten moeit cmept? 1 nouemy?

— Capnp, noxanyucra, — B3MOJIWJIACh OHA BMECTO OTBETA. — Y
MEHsI 3aTeKaeT Iesi OT HEOOXOAMMOCTH CMOTPETh Ha TeOs CHUBY
BBEpX.

[loHauany oHa pelinsa, YTO OH M HE MOAYMAaEeT BBIOTHATh
pockOy, HO OH YIUBWII €e, TIPUCEB HAa KOPTOUKU. BhipaxkeHne
JIMLIA €ro HeMHOro cMArymiIock. Koraa ux ria3a HakoHel| OKa3a-
JIMCh HA OHOM YpoBHe, OMBHSA 3aMeTWIa, YTO Y AIpoHa pac-
mpensl 3payku. CtpanHO. OOBIYHO TaKOe CITyYaeTCsl, €CIH JII0-
1 cuactauBbl. Mnu cepastesa. Ho eaBa i ASpoH UCHIBITHIBAET
OJIHY U3 3THUX IMOLIUH.

— Tak nyume? — cripocui oH.

— Jla. brarogapio.

— Xopotio. A Ternepb OTBETh Ha MOU BOIPOC.



[Ipupoxnennsiii kKoMmanaup! Bripouem, OnuBust He Bo3paka-
Ja, TaKk KaKk 9yBCTBOBaJIA ceOsl BO3HArpaxaeHHou crionHa. Ceii-
Yyac OHA MOXET, He TIPUKJIAAbIBAs HUKAKUX YCHIINH, TI0OOBAThCS
BOCXUTUTEJBHO 3JI0BEIIMM ASPOHOM M pa3roBapuBarh ¢ HUM, O
YeM MeuTaljla MHOTO HeZeJIb.

— Brictmii He6ecnpiii CoBeT mpuroBopt Te0si K CMEpPTH, T10-
TOMY 4TO ThI IOMOT JIEMOHY cO€XaTb U3 a/1a.

OH HaxMypwJICS.

— To1 nmeemns B BUy MO0 Jlernon?

Ero Jlernon? Ilomopmusimcs, OnuBus kuBHyda. [Ipexnae
OHa HUKOTJIa HE MCIBIThIBaJa OOJIM — HU JYIIEBHOW, HU (pU3M-
YECKOM, — IOITOMY MOHATHS HE UMEJa, KaK C HeU CIIPaBJISAThCS.
[lo kpaiiHelt mepe, He 3HaJla, YIAETCs JI CKPBhITh CBOM NIEPEKU-
BaHUSI.

Moxer, u ynactcs. Tena monei BbpaOaThIBAIOT aIpeHATIMH
U JIpyTue TOPMOHBI, KOTOpPbIE KAaKUM-TO OOpa3oM MPUTYILISIOT
yyBCTBa. BO3MOXHO, Tenepsp, CTaB 4eJIOBEKOM, OHa TOKE Ha TO
criocodra. OHa Bce OTYET/IMBee OIIyIIaia, YTO OTAAISAETCS OT
CBOET0 HOBOTO TeJIa U €r0 HEeTIOHSITHBIX OOJIeH U TIepeKMBaHUM.

— He nonumaro. Korna mbl Betpetuiuchk, Jlerron yxe Boiopa-
Jlack Ha cBoOomy. S He chenan HUJero, 4ToObl 3aCyKUTh YeH-
TO... THeB. — Ha mocnietHeM ciioBe TyObl €ro TIOTHO CHKAJTUCh.

— BooGie-To cnenan. be3 Tedst oHa He cMoryIa Obl BHIOPAThCSI
Ha TIOBEPXHOCTh, IOTOMY UTO OblIa CBSI3aHA C MOA3EMHBIM MHU-
pOM.

— W Bce paBHO HEe NTOHUMAIO.



Bues3anHo Bekn OnMBUM HAJIMJIUCH TSDKECTHIO, a I71a3a, B KO-
TOpBIE CJIOBHO TECKA HACHINAN, 3aKPbUTUCh — XOTh Obl CMEHUTD
TeMy! — HO OHa 3acTaBmJia ceOsl CHOBA TIOCMOTPETh Ha A3pOHa.

— Ilo Gonbliiei YacTu JEMOHBI CIOCOOHBI IOKUIATH afl, TOJb-
KO KOIJIa MX MPU3BIBAIOT HA 3eMJII0. DTO MaJleHbKasl Jla3elka, O
KOTOPOW MBI JIO TIOPHI /IO BpeMeH! He 3Haimu. Kak Obl TO HU ObI-
JI0, KOTJIa IEMOHOB MPU3bIBAIOT, UX CBSI3b C aJIOM pa3pbIBAETCS,
Y BMECTO 3TOI'O OHU IIPUBSI3BIBAIOTCA K TOMY, KTO MX BbI3BAJ.

— Eme pa3 Te6e noBTopsito: 51 He pusbiBai Jlernon. OHa cama
MPUIILIA KO MHE.

— Bo3MozkHO, ThI IelicTBOBaT O€CCO3HATENBHO, HO, IIPUHSIB €€
KaK CBOIO, UMEHHO 3TO U cAenall.

A>3pOH CHOBa M CHOBA C:KMMAJT M pa3KMMal KyJIakKu — IPU3HAK
TOTO, YTO OH TBITAETCS BEPHYTh ceOe CAMOKOHTPOJIb. BO3MOKHO,
OH B CaMOM JIeJI€ 3JIUTCS.

— V¥V Hee ecTb NOJIHOE MPaBO XOOUTH 10 3emiie. S caM JeMOH
Y HaxOXYCh 3[I€Chb YK€ HE OfIHY ThICsIUY JieT. VI HUKTO MeHs 3a
9TO HE HaKa3bIBaET.

Yro BEpHO, TO BEPHO.

— Ho TBO# 1emMoH 3akitioueH BHYTpu TeOs1. CrieoBaTenbHO, Thl
¥ ecTh ero ajl. JIeruoH xe tenepb CBOOOIHA U MOXKET Pa3ry/IuBaTh
rae noxesnaer. [lomyyaercs, y Hee HET afa, YTo UIET Bpa3pes3 ¢
HeOeCHBIMU 3aKOHAMU.

OnuBus BUAena, 4uto A3poH HaMEPEH OCTIOPUTH e ciloBa. Be-
POSITHO, UMEET CMbICJT Pa3bsICHUTh €My OCHOBBI YCTPOKCTBA a/1a.

— Camble CHITbHBIE IEMOHBI HEKOr/ia ObUT aHTeNlaMu. 3aTeM



our nam. Cranu nepebiMi naamumu. VX cepaua noyepHenu
W yTPaTWIM BCe A0OpOE M XOpOoIllee, YTO paHee XPaHWIH B ce-
6e. BMecTo TOro 4toObl JIUIIUTHCS KPbUTbEB U CHJT, IEMOHBI OKa-
3aJ1ich OOpPEYeHHBIMHM Ha BeUHOE cTpajaHue. Ta ke ydactb Io-
CTUIJIa ¥ UX TIOTOMKOB. B 9TOM mipaBuiie He MOXeT ObITh UCKITIO-
JyeHu#. [[eMOHBI TOJKHBI ObITh TPUBSI3aHBI K a1y, HE BaXHO K
kakomy. Tex, KTO pa3pbIBaeT 3Ty CBSI3b, yOUBAIOT.

Panyxku AspoHa 3anbuiaiv KpacHbIM, pa3ropasich BCe sipue.

— Xouelb CKa3arb, 4TO pa3 y JIernoH Her azna, oHa JOJIKHA
yMepeTh?

— Ja.

— W uto Hekorna oHa Oblia aHresiom?

— Her. [lonag B a1, 1eMOHBI HAYYUIUCh POU3BOAUTDH OTOM-
CTBO, U JIErMoH — OJTHa U3 TAaKUX CO3AAHMM.

— ThI cobupaenbcst HaKa3aTh ee, AaxKe 3Hasi, YTO OHA He MPHU-
YMHWJIA HUKOMY Bpefa?

— 51 He Xouy ee Haka3bIBaTh, HO 3TO BCE PABHO JOJKHO CIIy-
YUTHCHL.

— A Tenepp ciymai MeHs. Sl HMKOMY HE MO3BOMIO €€
00MIeTh, — CIIOKOWHBIM, HO YTPOXKAIOIIUM TOJIOCOM TPOU3HEC
A3poH.

OmuBus npomonyaina. OHa HE CTAHET JIraTh U TOBOPUTH TO,
YTO eMy XOUeTCsl YCIIbIIIaTh, — YTO OHU C JIernoH teneph B 6e3-
OIACHOCTH, a MPO UX MPECTYIJIEHUsI Ha HeOecax yxke JIaBHO 3a-
ObLH. B KOHIIE KOHITOB, HAa cMeHy ONMBHUU MPHUJET TOT, KTO CMO-
JKET BBIIOJIHATD 33/IaHUE.



— 7Ku3Hu B ay OHa HE 3aCilyKMBAET, — TPOpbIYal ASpOH.

— D710 He TeOe periaT.

OnuBus MocTapasiach, 4ToObI (ppasza Mpo3ByUaia Kak MOKHO
msrye. Ho, 3xom MoBTOpUB Te camble C10Ba, KOTopbie Ha CoBeTte
ObLTM OOpaIlleHbl K HEH, OHa OIIYTHJIA BO PTY HENPUSATHBIA ITPH-
BKYC.

A3pOH pe3KO BTSHYJ BO3yX, pa3iyBasi HO3IpH.

— Tol ke cama nana. [louemy B Takom ciydae TeOs HE HU3-
BEpIJv B aa?

— IlepBble najmme anress OTBEpHYIUCh OT Equnoro Mcrun-
Horo bora, mosatoMy ux cepatia v mouepHenu. 1 He oTBopaurBa-
nack. [Ipocto BrIOpasia MHOM MyTh.

— Or4ero Te0s OC/IAIA 32 MHOH TOJIBKO certyac? Beixomur,
Thl HE MAIIINU aHrel, a najad? TreicA4Yu JeT Ha3a/ 1 TBOPHII Be-
M KyJa 0oJiee yKacHble, YeM Pa3phbiB CBS3U C aJJ0M MaJIeHbKON
JeMOHecChl. MBI Bce coBepIIaiy MogoOHoe.

— Coser cormnacuicsi ¢ 60oramu, 4to Thl U TBOU COOpaThs —
€[IMHCTBEHHBIE, KTO CIIOCOOEH HOCHUTDH B ceOe U, BO3MOXKHO, OfI-
HaXbI B3SITh O] KOHTPOJb COeXaBIIMX JAeMOHOB. Kak s yxe
rOBOpUJIa, BbI UX a1 M TEM CAMbIM CIIOJTHA PaCIUIATUIIUCh 3a CBOU
JJaBHME MIPECTYIUICHUS.

TopkecTBO OTPAa3WIOCh HA JIULE A9POHA, CIIOBHO OH MTOWMAJ
coOeceTHUITY Ha JIKU.

— Croutr MHe ymepeTb, U SIpOoCTh TYT ke BBICBOOOIUTCS W3
CBOEro Tak HasbpiBaemoro azga. M aro torga? Tel Bee ele coou-
paerbcst MeHs yOUTh?



Ecimu Ob1 9Ta N1a3eiika eine CyIecTBoBaa. . .

— Hekorna Ham ObUTO 3ampenieHo yOMBaTh IEMOHOB BBICIIIE-
o TOPsIAKA, K KOTOPBHIM OTHOCUTCS M TBOU fApocTh. 3aTem oHu
cOexasii u3 TIyOuH ajia, BRIHYAWB HAC U3MEHUTH MPaBUia COOT-
BETCTBEHHO. TaK 4To... s IOJbKHA ObUIa YHUUTOXUTH U SIpOCTh
TOXE.

Ot 3TOro NMpU3HaHUs BRIPAKEHUE TOPKECTBA Ha Jiulle ASpoHa
MOOJIEKJIO.

— Ho 1b1 mana. 910 03HaYaET, UTO Thl HE COMJIACUIIACH C TTPUKA-
30M, MIPEIHUCHIBAIINIM YOUTh MEHSI, MOETO JieMOHa 1 JIernoH.

— He coBcem Tak, — nomnpaswia ero Onuus. — [la, s nona-
raio, 4to Tebs cieayer mommwioBarhb. M SIpocth ToXke, Tak Kak OH
— yactb Te0s. Ho cumrato 1 s, 4yro JlermoH MOXXHO ITO3BOJIUTH
®uTh B 3ToM Mupe? Her. OHa npencrasisier coOoil yrpo3sy, Ko-
TOPOM ThI IMOKA HE OCO3HAJI, U, CKOpPEe BCEro, MPUIMHUT HEMbIC-
JuMbli Bped. S masia, notomy 9ToO. ..

— Xorena cBOOOIBI, JIOOBU M BECEJIbs, — 3aKOHUYMJI 3a HeEe
A>pOH, HACMENIIMBO UCKa3UB ee COOCTBeHHbIe cioBa. — [love-
My BooOmIe Tebst BbIOpaiu it 3toro 3amanusi? Tel youBaia
npexne?

OnuBUS HEPBHO CITIOTHYJIA, HE Kejask paccKa3blBaTh, KaK CO-
OBITHST Pa3BOPAYMBAIIMCH HA CAMOM JieJie, HO IOHUMas, YTO 00b-
SICHUTBCS BCE JKE MPHUJIETCS.

— Tort, TeMHOBOJIOCHIH. .. Peliec... oH MHOro pa3 ObIBajl Ha
HeOecax Onaronapst cBoer xkeHImHe, Jlanuke. OgHaXIbI S 3aMe-
THJIA €T0 U MOCJIEIOBAJIA 32 HUM CIOJa, JKeJlasl Y3HaTbh, KaK YCTPO-



WIH CBOIO KU3Hb OJIEP)KUMbIE JEMOHAMYU BOUHBI.

— Ilorogu-ka. — ASpoH XMypo Ha Hee B3IIAHYJ. — Thl nocre-
nosasa 3a Pefiecom?

— Jla. — Pa3Be He 3T0 OHa TOJILKO YTO cKazasa?

— Tui cienuia 3a Peitecom. — Becem cBoum cyiiectBoM A3poH
U3JTyYaJl IpOCTb.

— Ia, — npowenrtana OnuBus, MOHAB, B YEM [JIEJI0, U MOXa-
JIeB, UTO He yTausa 3Ty 4acTh uctopuu. OHa 3Hasa, Kak OepexHO
ASpOH OTHOCHTCSI K CBOUM JIpY3bsiM. JIOJIKHO OBITh, €r0 HEMpu-
SI3Hb K HEU PacTeT ¢ KakJA0M MUHYTOU. — §l HE MpUYnHsIIA eMy
Bpena. f... s moroMm Bce Bpemsi OpoausIa MO OKPECTHOCTSIM. —
«Crnenys 3a To60#. JKemast ObITh ¢ TOOOI», — MBICJIEHHO JI00aBU-
JIa OHa, a BCJIyX CKazana: — MeHs BhIOpasIv, IOTOMY YTO S JTydlIe
BCEX 3HAIO Ballly TOBCEJHEBHYIO KU3Hb.

A MOXeT, cTapelIlHbl IOYYBCTBOBAJIM €€ pacTyIlee KeJla-
HUE K ASPOHY U pellvig, YTO €ClIi OHa ero YObeT, TO U30aBUTCS
320[IHO U OT 3TOTO yKacHOro 4yBcrBa? OHa 4acTo pa3MbIlUIsIA
HaJl 3TUM BOITPOCOM.

— Kak 1ebe usBectHO, y Peiieca ecTh keHIIMHA. — ApOH
BBITHYJI OpOBb, UCKaXasl BHITATYUPOBAHHOE Ha JIOy M300paske-
HUE MPU3PAYHBIX Y1l — KPUYAIIMX, JIETSAIIMX HABCTPEUY CBOEMY
NPOKJIATHIO. — HO 31O BpAx /v nmeeT 3HadeHue. S Xxouy 3Harh,
KaK Thl coOMpasiach MeHs1 yOUTb.

Omna coznasia Obl OTHEHHBIN Med, Kak yuui ee Jlucanap, v ot-
pyomia 661 A3poHy rosioBy. HackomnbKo eil OblJI0 U3BECTHO, 3TO
camasi ObICTpasi CMepTh, KaKyl0 MOXKET AapoBarh aHren. Camas



ObICTpast U camasi MUJIOCEepIHAsl, IIOTOMY 4TO KepTBa HE UyB-
CTBYET HU MaJIeHIIeit OoIm.

— Ectb paznbie criocoOsl, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBeTHIa OJIMBUSL.

— Ho TbI nasia ¥ moToMy He MOKelllb UCTIOTHUTbH CBOIO MHC-
CHI0, — NOABITOXMWI A3poH. Terneps ero royioc 3By4all HampsiKeH-
HO U3-32 OBJIQZIEBIIIETO UM CTpaxa. — BMecTo TeOs: MonumoT Ko-
rO-TO JIPyroro, He TaK Ju?

Hakoneni-to on Hauas noHumars. OIMBUS COTTIACHO KMBHYJIA.

OH HaXMypHJICSl M CHOBA CEPIUTO HAa Hee TIOCMOTpEIT:

— Kak s yxe ckazai, s1 He O3BOJII0 MPUIUHUTD Bpej JlernoH.
Ona Mo#, a 51 3aIIUINAI0 TO, YTO MPUHAICKUT MHE.

OnuBHS ¢ TOMJIEHHEM MOAyMalla O TOM, YTO TOXe XOUeT Mpu-
HaJiIexaTh eMy. JKenanue 000KIII0 ocuibHee (pu3ndeckom 0o-
7. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IMEHHO M3-3a 9TOTO CBOETO KeJIaHWsI OHA
371eCh M OKa3aJiach. YK JIydllle OJJHO MTHOBEHHE C ASPOHOM, YeM
esas KU3Hb C KEM-TO JPYTHM.

KoneuHo, eft xoTenoch Obl MOTYyYUTh MTOOOJIBIIIE OTHOTO MTHO-
BEHWUSI, HO, 10 BCEW BUIMMOCTH, OOJIBIIMM OHM HE pacrojiara-
10T. KT0-TO 00s13aTe)IbHO NIPUJIET €l HA CMEHY — U Torja A3poH
ympet. OT 310ii Mbiciiu y OJMBUM CTAJO TSKEJIO Ha cepiile, HO
JeJI0 IMEHHO Tak U 0O0cTouT. A3poH Oyner Oe33aluTeH nepes
JIMIIOM TIPOTUBHUKA, KOTOPOTO HE CMOXET HU BUJIETh, HA CJIbI-
1aTh, HU Ocs13aTh. [IpOTUBHMKA, KOTOPBI, B CBOIO O4epe/ib, OY-
JeT 001ajaTh BCEMH BBIIIIEO3HAYEHHBIMU MTPEUMYIIECTBAMU.

Xopoiio 3Hasi, Kak (PyHKIIMOHUPYeT HeOecHOe MpaBOCyAue,
OnuBuSA MOHMMAJA, 4TO BMECTO Hee nonunot Jlucanapa. [loro-



My YTO UMEHHO HACTaBHUKY MPEJCTOUT HECTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTD
3a HeyJady CBOE MOJONEYHOM.

Jlucannap 6e3 konebaHuii HaHeceT cMepTebHBIN yaap. OH Bo-
oOI1le HUKOra He coMHeBaeTcs. [la, oH u3MeHusIcs ¢ Tex mop,
KaK CTaJl BCTpevyaTrbcsi ¢ BhsiHKOM, raprveil 1 MOTOMKOM Camo-
ro Jlorudepa. Ho ecnmu v HaCTaBHUK OTKaXeTcsl OT yOUHCTBA
A3pOHa, TO IPUJIET ero Yepe]l HaBcer/ia MOKUHYTh Hebeca. DToT
BEJIMKMIA aHTesl He OTKaXeTCs OT CBOeW BEYHOCTU ¢ DBbsHKOI,
u00 OHa CTaja JJisl HETO CMBICJIOM XU3HU.

— brnarogapio 3a npegynpexieHue, — ckazail ApOH U MOA-
HSJICSL.

Ecnu oH 1 ckazan 4to-To 10 3Toro, To ONKBus, 33 JyMaBIIIUCh,
Bce npocinyiaia. Yto ¢ Heit Takoe TBopuTcs? OHa npuiuia paau
HEro, HO C MOMEHTA TOSIBJICHUS 3/1ECh 110 OOJIBINEH YaCTU BUTAET
B CBOMX MBICJISIX.

— Ioxanyiicra. Ho s1 nomkHa MONMpPOCUTh KOE-YTO B3aMEH.
4... g xorena Obl OcTaThCA 30ECh, — BhInaiia oHa. — C tooom. S
MorJ1a Obl ToMoraTh Tede ¢ YOOPKOM, eClii Xo4elllb. — JTa ujes
NOKa3aJiach el JOBOJIbHO YAAYHOM, Be/lb OHA MHOTO pa3 HaOJo-
Jana, Kak A9poH HaBOAMT MOPSIIOK B KPETOCTH, BOpYa U XKajy-
sSICh Ha JIOCTABIIYIOCSI €My PYTUHHYIO padoTy.

OH HaKJIOHWJICSI, YTOOBI Pa3BsI3aTh €€ 3aMsCThs, U IHCTBOBAI
TaK HEXXHO, YTO OHA TIOYTH HE TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA OOJIH.

— Botock, 3T0 HEBO3MOKHO.

— Ho... mouemy? $1 Hukomy He Oymy co3fgaBaTh MPOOJIEM.
YecrHo.



— Tt yxe co3pana mpobiemy.

[Mon6opomok OnuBHUM CHOBA 3aIpO’KaJI, a BIaEBIIee €10 IMO-
LMOHAJIbHOE OlleTleHeHUe ObICTPO yieTyumnock. «OH Bce elne
XOUeT OT MeHs1 n30aBUThCs». Ha Hee HaxJIbIHYJIU CTpax, cMsTe-
HHe U or4yasgHue. OHa YTKHYJIAch JIMIIOM B MOLYIIKY, YTOOBI HE
BBIJABATh CBOMUX YYBCTB Iepell ASpOHOM, BE/Ib €€ MON0KEHNUE U
6€e3 TOro J1aJ1IeKO HEe BBIMIPBIIIHOE.

— JKeHiHa, — MpopsIyall oH, — 5 e BeJiesl TeOe He I1aKaTh.

— Torpa He Hy’)KHO paHUTb MOM YyBCTBA.

CnoBa OnmBry ObLTH €1Ba CIIBIIITHBI M3-3a MPHKATOTO K rydam
XJIOTIKA U U3-3a CJIE3.

Ona ycablana meJsect ogex/ibl, OyATo ASpoH NepeMUHaeTcs
C HOTH Ha HOTY.

— Panuts uyBcTBa? Jla TH Onaromaputh MeHs JIOJKHA 32 TO,
41O 51 TeOs1 He yOus1. 3a MociaeAHUI MecsI] Thl IPUYMHUIIA MHE
MHOXeCTBO Oef. 1 He MMen HM Maneilero MoHATHUS, KTO 3a
MHOM clieauT 1 rnoyeMy. Mosi BepHasi moApyra He Moruia Oosiblie
OCTaBaThCsl CO MHOW, U €M IPUILJIOCh BEPHYTHCA Tya, TIIE €1 BCe
HEHABUCTHO.

Tyna, kak 001 rOBOpUTS Apyrue Brnagsiku, rae eii u ce-
nyeT ObITb. XOTh ASPOH TaK M HE CUUTAET.

— MHe ouenb xaib.

Hecmotpsa Hu Ha yto, OnuBusA roBopwiia UCKpeHHe. OueHb
CKOPO A3POH JIMIIUTCS BCETO, YEM JIOPOKHUT, U HUKTO HE B CHJIAX
NPEAOTBPATUTh HA/IBUTAIOIIEECS HECUACThE.

«[epecranb 00 3TOM ITymMaTh WM CHOBA PACILIAYEIIIBCS».



A3pOH B3[I0XHYJL.

— $l npuHUMAal0 TBOM U3BUHEHMS, HO 9TO HUYETO HE MEHsIET.
TeOe 371ech He paJibl.

On npoctuin ee? HakoHen-To miar B Hy’kHOM HalpaBJIeHUH. . .

- Ho...

— TwI masa, HO MO-TIpekHeMY OeccmepTHa. [IpaBwibHO? — OH
He /1aJ1 ell BOBMOKHOCTH OTBETUTh. B ero noHmmaHuu, pa3 ofiex-
J1a TOCTbU UCLIEWJIACh, TO K€ CaMO€ JIOJKHO ITPOU30MTH U C ca-
Mo¥ ieBymikoid. — K yTpy bl yke Oyaelb B MOpsiIKe ¥ TOT/Ia Mo-
KMHEUIb KPENoCTb. JTO IPUKa3.



I'nmaBa 4

A>pOH yke HECKOJIBKO YaCOB BBIIIATMBAJI 10 KOPUAOPY, U I1e-
pebIIIKYA B 0003puMOM OyyIiieM He TpeaBuaeaoch. KTo-to xe
JOJIKEH OXPaHATh aHresa. He oT He3BaHbBIX TOCTEH, a OT HEe ca-
MOW, Ha CIy4yal €CJIM €€ MOCaJIU CI0AA BTEPEThCS B IOBEPUE U
HOJCIyIIaTh YTO-HUOYIb BaXKHOE.

He ciummkom jiorudHoe 0ObsSICHEHUE, HO JPYroro y AspoHa
He Haxoawochk. Ere Oymyur HeBUAMMBIM M HEYS3BHMBIM aHTe-
soM, OnMBUSA MOIJIA YCIIBIIIATh TO, UTO HE CJIEN0BAJIO, HO cervac
oHa Oe33alllMTHA U, MONaJi OHa B JIallbl OXOTHUKOB, BBIIACT UM
3HaHUs1, KOTOPHIMU T€ HE MPe MUHYT BOCIOb30BATHCS, YTOObI
IIPUYMHUTD BPEJL €r0 IPY3bsM.

A>pOH cXkaJjl KylaKy U YCUJIMEM BOJIM OTOTHA OT ceOsl MbIC/IU
o neITkax ONMBUM M CMEPTH NIPUSATENEH, TPEKIE YEM UCTIBITAET
HEOJI0IMMOE JKEJIAHUE YIapUTh B CTEHY KpenocTu. M koro-Hu-
Oy/ib U3 ee oouTaTese.

Kpowme Toro, oH nogo3pesall, 4To Kak Tojabko OnuBUS 10CTa-
TOYHO OKPEITHET — a 3TO MOKET IIPOU30UTU C MUHYTHI HA MUHY-
Ty, — TO TOIBITAETCS YJAU3HYTb U3 €r0 KOMHATHl U OTIPaBUTCS
Ha moricku JlernoH. U X0oTs eMOHecCH B KPerocTH He ObLIo,
A>3pOH He MOT JIONYCTUTh MOJOOHOTO pa3BUTHs cOObITUH. axe
HECMOTps Ha TO, 4T0 ONMBUA Tenephb NaAIINKA aHTrel U He CIIo-
coOHa NMPUYMHUTG JIETHOH CYIECTBEHHBII Bpe/.

Tem He MeHee OMBUA MOXKET IMOAEIUTHCA CBOUMU OTKPBITH-



SIMU C IPYyTUM aHTeJIOM, CKOPOE TOsIBJIEHHE KOTOPOro cama ke U
npecKas3ana, a y& TOT MOMbITAeTCs 3aBEPIINTH ee padoTy.

«TonbKO HE B MO€ AE€KYPCTBO», — MOAYMas A3POH.

Jpy3bst yxe Bce 00Cyaun — ASpOH clibliai OOpMOTaHUE, M0-
TOM CMEX M yJaJSIIOIIMecs 1Iark, Koraa oHu pacxoauiuck. Ho
OH IOHATHSA HE UMEJI, K KAKOMY OHUM IIpULUIM pereHnio. Hukro
HE COM3BOJIUJI ero pocBeTuTh. COOMPAIOTCs JI OHU MIPECIIeNio-
BaTh Ty CTPAHHYIO KEHIIMHY, KOTOPYIO OH BCTPETUJI Ha ynuue?
OG6Hapyxui i JliockeH cieapl OXOTHUKOB Ha Xoime?

A3pOH TBEpAO NpUACPKUBAIICS MHEHHUS, YTO OJIMBHSA HE IEU-
CTBYET 3a0[HO ¢ MX Bparamu. Ho Te Morm npocneaurs 3a Hen
JI0 CaMOM KpernocTy, Be/lb HalaJeH!s UCIIOATUIIKA BIIOJIHE B UX
CTUJIE.

B camom nienie, Bpaskeckasi aTaka craia Obl JOCTOWHBIM 3aBep-
HIEHWEM 3TOW KOIIMApHON HOYM.

[lonuaca Hazag A3poH no3Bas Jlervow, xenas npeaynpeanThb
ee o ciayuuBiieMcss. OOBIYHO OHA BCerja, He3aBUCHMO OT pac-
CTOSIHM A, CIIBIIIAJIA €10 U ABJIsUIach Ha 30B. Ho He B 30T pa3. Kak
u JItocbeH, IeMOHecca ymeda NepeMenaTbecsl U3 OHOrO MecTa B
Jpyroe CHJIOW MBIC/IU, HO CETOAHS TaK U HE TOSIBUJIACh.

Yro, ecniu oHa paneHa? v cBa3aHa? A3pOH UCTIBITHIBAIT UC-
KyILIEHHWE ITPU3BaTh JIETMOH M0 BCEM MPaBUiIaM, KaK OHA €I0 Y4H-
Ja — XoTs J0 oObsicHeHnit ONMBUM HE COBCEM MOHMMAJ, 4TO
JEeMOHecca uMelia B BUAY, — TaK Kak 3HaJl, 4YTO TAaKOW 30B OHA
HE CMOXET MPOMTHOPHPOBaTh. YeM OoJbllie OH pa3ayMbIBal 00
9TOM BO3MOXHOCTH, TEM MPOYHEE YTBEPKAAICA B MBICIH, YTO



aHreJsy — najaieMy Win HeT — cielyeT NOKUHYTbh KPernoCTb, MHA-
ye JIernoH Tak u He BepHETCs. ASpOH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK OHA Ha4u-
HaJia JpoXkaTh OT CTpaxa MpU CIOBE «aHIe».

KoneuHo, A3poH mor Obl monpocuts OIMBUI0 YMEPHUTh CBOE
BJIMSIHUE Ha MAJIEHbKYIO IEMOHECCY, TaK KaK 3TO PUUUHSIET TOM
6onb. M He Tonbko eil. He3BaHast rocThsi MOIJIa HaBPEAUTH W
€ro Jpy3bsIM, Bellb OHM Jlaxke He ollynjaiu ee npucytcreusi. Ho
A3pOH He cTajl HU 0 YeM ee MpocuTh. OHa UCHENSETCS, U OH He
XOTeJl €€ TPEBOKUTb.

Oco0eHHO MociIe BCEro, YTo OHA ISl HETO Celiaa.

«He HyXHO ee xanerb».

B koHeuHOM uTOre OH peini He npu3biBaTh Jlernon. Toka.

C Tpynom BepuTcs, 4ToObI Xpyrkasi ONUBUs MOIJIa KOrO-TO
ooneTh. Jlake Korma HaXoauIach B IOJTHOM CHJIE — KAKOM OBl 3Ta
cwia oy Obuia. Ecim neno goiiet no apaku, To JIeroH B MrHo-
BEHUE OKa BOH3UT B BeHbl OJIMBUM CBOM OTPABJICHHbIE KJIbIKM.

«Mos 1eBoUYKa», — C HEKHOCTBIO MOIyMasl ASPOH, YXMbLIb-
HyBImch. Ho ero yieioka 6sicTpo yracna. Meiciib o cmepta Q-
BUU €My COBCEM He MOHpaBujach. OHa Be/b OCIyIIANach MpU-
Kaza u He yowsa ero. Bpsg ym eif 31o BooOIe Obl yaanoch, HO
OHa Jjaxe He nbiTaiack. M JlernoH oHa Bpeaa He IpuYuHUIa, X0-
Ts1, BOBMOKHO, U keJaja 31oro. OnMBrs MPOCTO XOTeJIa MO3HATh
PaJoCThb KU3HU, B KOTOPOU €l SIBHO OBLJIO OTKA3aHO.

OHa He 3aciy’)KUBaeT CMEPTH.

Ha mraoBeHue, O1HO KpaTKO€ MTHOBEHHUE, A9POH 33 1yMaJICA
HAJl TeM, YTOOBI Pa3pelIuTh aHTeTy OCTAaThCS. YUUTHIBAS TO, KaK



CIIOKOWHO BefleT ce0s1 IeMOH SIpoCcTy B ee MPUCYTCTBUM, HE Tpe-
Oysl HaKa3aTh 3a MPECTYyIJICHUE, KOTOPOe OHA COBEpIIUIA JIBa-
JIaTh JIET Ha3aj, JIeHb WM MHUHYTY Ha3aja, OiauBus cTayia Obl
AspoHy npekpacHol cnyTHuleH xku3Hu. Kak ckazai [lapuc, oHa
1103a00THIaCh OBl O €r0 KeJaHUSX.

O xenmaHusIxX, KOTOPBIX, TI0 €r0 COOCTBEHHBIM CJIOBaM, Y HETO
HeT. Ho OH He Mor oTpHIIaTh OYEBUIHOTO — KOTrJja OH CHjIeN Ha
KOpToukax psaaoM ¢ OJuBUEN, BHYTPU €ro YTO-TO IIIEBEJIbHY-
Jock. YTo-TO Kapkoe u oracHoe. OHa raxJia COJHIIEM U 3eMJIeH,
a ee I71a3a, CMHUE M sICHBIe, KaK yTpeHHee He0O, CMOTpesn Ha
HEro JIOBEPUMBO U C Hajiexk10i. VI eMy 3TO NOHPaBUJIOCH.

«Mmnot! BooOpasui, 4To JeMOH MOXeT oOaaaTh aHreaoM?
Bpsa . Kpome Toro, oHa siBHIIach Crojia, 4TOObI TOBECETMTHCA,
a Thl, JPYT MO, HACTOJIBKO JTAJIEK OT BECEJIbsl, HACKOJIBKO MOXET
OBbITh MYKUMHA».

— A3poH!

Hy, HakoHer-to. XoTh Kakue-10 HOBocTH. C objeryeHuemM
BBIOpOCUB MbICTH 00 ONMBUM U3 TOJIOBBI, ASPOH pe3Ko 0bep-
HyJscs v yBuaen Topuna. ToT CTOs, MPUCTIOHUBIIKCH TUIEYOM K
CTEHE, CKPeCTHB PyKH Ha I'PYIU U XUTPO YIBIOASCh.

JlocTaTOuHO OIHOTO MPUKOCHOBEHUS TOpUHA, XpaHUTEN Je-
MoHa bBone3Hu, K KOXe APYroro >KMBOTO CYIIECTBA, UYTOOBI
HECYACTHBIM CKOHYAJICA OT yyMbl. iMeHHO nostomy TopuH no-
CTOSIHHO HOCWJI MIepYaTKH, 3alUIIAI0IINE OKPYKAIOIIHUX.

— Ouepennont Bnagpika [IpeuncriogHeii 3anupaer xeHIUHY Y
ce0s1 B CraJibHe, MYUYHTENILHO TIHITASCh PEIINUTh, YTO ke C Her



Jasipliie AesaTh, — HACMENUIMBO 3aMeTui1 TopuH.

He ycnien A3poH OTBETUTb, KaK Mepejl ero MbICJIEHHBIM B30-
POM HavaJu MOSIBJISIThCSI KapTUHKU. BoT TOpHH ¢ permmTebHbIM
BbIPA)KEHMEM JIMLIA 3aHOCUT KJIMHOK. 3aTeM KJIMHOK OIyCKaeT-
Csl... IPOH3AET CEPALIE KEPTBBI. .. U BBIXOJUT HAPYKY, UCTIAUKaH-
HBIN KPOBBIO.

CMepTHBII MyKYMHA, KOTOPOro TOpHH 3aK0JI0J1 HOXKOM, 0e3-
’KM3HEHHOW Maccol najaer Ha 3emunio. MeptBeii. Ha ero 3a-
MsICThe BUAHEETCS] TATYMPOBKA B BUJE MEPEBEPHYTON BOCBMED-
KU — CUMBOJI OECKOHEYHOCTH M METKa OXOTHUKOB. OH He Hama-
nai Ha TopuHa, 1axe He nbitasicsa. OHU MPOCTO NIEPECEKINCh Ha
yJMILIe, TOYTH YEThIpECTa JIET Ha3a/l, KOrja MOBEJIUTeb JEMOHA
Bosne3Hn NOKUHYI KPerocTh, YTOObI HAKOHEI] BCTPETUTHCS C JII0-
OUMOIA JKEHIIIMHOM, HO, 3aMETHB KJICHMO Ha 3aIsICThe MYKUNHBI,
HaraJs nepBbIM.

s SIpocTy 3TOT MOCTYMOK KECTOK U HEOOOCHOBAH. A 3Ha-
yut, TOPUH 3aCiTy)KMBaeT HaKa3aHUSI.

A3pOH MHOTO pa3 BUAE UMEHHO 3TOT 3IM30[1, U BCEra eMy
MIPUXOIUJIOCH CAEPXKUBAThCSA. BOT M ceituac ciydusioch To ke ca-
Moe. Ero najplipl IPOTUB BOJIU CHKAJIU PYKOATKY KMHXKaja, Ha-
XJIBIHYJIO MYUYUTEJIbHOE KeJIaHWe MPOH3UTh UM TOpHHA, KaK TOT
KOTJIa-TO CJIeJIaJl C OXOTHUKOM.

«$1 mocTynu Obl TOYHO TakK ke! — MBICJIEHHO MPOKPUYAT OH
CBOEMY JIEMOHY. — YO/ Obl TOrO OXOTHHMKA 0e3 BCIKHUX pa3ou-
parenbcTB. Tak uto TOpUH HE 3acTyKMBAET HAKA3aHUS».

Apocts 3apblyal.



«CrnokoiicTBue!» A3pOH pazkal Najblibl U OIYCTHJ PYKY
BJIOJIb TEJNA.

— JleMOH XoueT Ha MeHs1 HanacTh? — OyTHUYHBIM TOHOM I10-
uHTepecoBascs TopuH.

Hpy3bst XOpo1o 3Hanu A3poHa.

— Ila, HO He BONHYHCS. I KOHTPOIMPYIO YOTIOIKA.

EMy nokasanoce, 4to IEMOH HACMENUTUBO (DbIPKHYJI.

UYem Oosbliie OH criepxkuBai Spocth, TeM CUjibHEEe TOT TO-
HYKaJl €ro Haka3blBaThb OKPYKAOIIMX 32 UX MpocTynku. Hako-
Hell 9Ta MOTPeOHOCTh 3aXBaThIBAIa ASPOHA IEJIMKOM, U TOT/Ia OH
CPBIBAJICS U JIETEJI B TOPOJT YMHUTH Oe35KaJIOCTHOE BO3ME3IHE 32
MaJiedIIre MperpeeHrs BCeM, KTO Monajaics rnoj pyky.

[Mpunagku HeoOy3AaHHOW MECTH W CTAM MPUYUHOM, MO KO-
TOPOU A3SPOH MOKPBUT CBOE TeJI0 TaTyupoBKamu. Bymyum Oec-
CMEpTHBIM, KOTOPHI HEOOBIYAHO OBICTPO WUCHLENSETCS, eMy
NPUILIOCH MOJMENIaTh B YEPHUJIA IKCTPAKT aMOPO3UH, YTOOBI
n300pakeHus1 He cxoauau ¢ Koxu. [Tporenypa okazanach Bech-
Ma OOJIe3HEHHOM, OyTO ObI OH BIIPHICKUBAJ ceOe B BEHBI KU/I-
kuii oronb. Coxasen i oH 00 atom? Yepr nonepu, HeT. Bes-
KUI pa3, Iisijist Ha cedsl B 3epKasio, ASpPOH BCIIOMHUHAN O CBOMX
CTpAIIIHBIX AESIHUSAX ¥ IOHUMAJI, UTO €CJIU HE IIOOCTEPEKETCS, TO
3TO MOXET MOBTOPUTHCH.

Kpome 31oro, TaTyupoBKM CITy KWK HATOMUHAHUEM O JTIOAISIX,
KOTOPBIX OH HEe3aCNyKeHHO JIMIII ku3HU. MHorma sto obrer-
4yasio ASpOHY TSKECTb BUHBI. A MHOTJa IOMOTaJIo MPUITYIIATh
HEYMEPEHHYIO TOPAOCTh CUJIOW CBOETO JIEMOHA.



— VYBepeH, 4TO KOHTPOIUpPYELIb €ro?

— Yr0? — cripocuit ASpOH, OYHYBILIUCH OT CBOMX MBICIIEM.

TopuH CHOBa yCMEXHYJICS.

— 4 cipocui, yBepeH Jiv Thl, UTO KOHTPOJIMPYEIlIb CBOETO Jie-
MoHa? Thl 4aCTO MOpraeliib, a TBOM IJ1a3a CBETATCS KPACHBIM.

— 41 B nopske.

B otmmurie ot OnvBuM €ro rojioc 3By4dail HeMCKpeHHe. B Hem
SIBHO CJIBIIIAIACH (PasIbllb.

— 41 Te6e Bepro. YectHo. MTak... BepHEMCS K HaIlleMy pasro-
BOpY? — cripocui TopuH.

O yem OHM rOBOPWJIM, KOT/Aa OH OTBJIEKCsA? AX Ja.

— T, 6e3 coMHeHuUs1, IBUIICA CIOfIa BOBCE HE 3aTeM, YTOOBI
CpaBHMBATh MEHS C TEMH HAIIIMMU JIPY3bsIMH, KTO 0OpesT BTOpbIe
TIOJIOBUHKH. $1 e/1Ba JI1 IIOXOK Ha BIIOOJIEHHBIX UAUOTOB, B KOTO-
PbIX OHU MPEBPATHIIMCH, CTOMJIO UM MIPUBECTH B KPEMOCTh JKEeH-
IIVH.

— W 310i1 bpazoit Tel MHE LIEJBIX TPU UIYTKHA UCIOPTUIL. DX,
¢ TOOOI He MOBECEHIIIbCS.

O Tom ke nonyman u A3poH, koraa OnuBUs YIIOMsIHYJIA TTPO
TpU CBOUX skeJlaHus. [1o HEMOHATHON NpUYMHE NOATBEPKICHUE
JOTaIK/ €ro paccTpouIo.

— Topun, 6mmxe K Aemy, Mmoxasyicra.

— Xopomo. TBoii aHren yxe co3aai npoonemy. Hekoropbie
U3 HAC XOTAT OT Hee M30aBUThCS, IPyrue — OCTaBUTh 3/1eCh. S
MOAJIEPKUBAI0 BTOPYIO KOMAaHy ¥ CUMTAIO, YTO CTOUT IIPUBJIEYb
€e Ha CBOIO CTOpPOHY, MpeX/e YeM 13-3a TeOs1 OHa HaC BCeX BO3-



HEHABUJUT Y HAYHET [OMOraTh HAIlIUM Bparam.

— JlepKuCh OT Hee MoJAIbIIIE.

AspoHy He xoTtesnock U O6mu3Ko noamnyckars Topuna k Onu-
BuM. braromapst cBouM OeJIOKypbIM BOJIOCAM, YEPHBIM OpOBSM
Y 3€JIEHBIM HACMEILTMBBIM IJ1a3aM 3TOMY KPACaBUMKY JaxXe He
HY’KHO OBUTO TIPUKACAThCS K JKEHIMHE, YTOOBI 3aBOEBAThH €.

TopuH 3aKkaTuJI 11asa.

— Bongan! Teb6e cnenoBaso Obl O1aronapuTh MeHsl, a He yrpo-
Karh. 5l Kak pa3 W mpuIes CKazarh, 9ToOBI ThI ee cripsTai. [o-
TOMY YTO YWIIbSIM TOXKE BBICTYIAET 32 TO, YTOOBI OHA OCTaJIaCh,
TaK KaK TUIAHUPYET CaM 3aHATHCS €€ 0OObICHUEM.

Yunpsam. beccmepTHbIii, TOMENIaHHBIN Ha cekce. YepHble BO-
JIOCHI U TONMyOBIe TJ1a3a, eile Oojiee MOpOoYHble, YeM y TopuHa.
BbICOKMIA, MyCKYJHCTBI ¥ HEOOY3IaHHBIN BOWH, CKPBHIBAIOIIIUI
T0/1 OIEKI0M COBEPILIEHHO 0COObIE TATYMPOBKU: KPECT HaJ cepi-
LIEM M KapTa COKPOBHUII Ha CIIMHE, €CJIM MaMATh ASPOHY HE U3-
MensieT. KapTra cokpoBuIl TSHETCS BAOJb pedep, CIycKasich HU-
K€ TIOSICHUIIBI IPSIMUKOM K «30HE Pa3BJICYCHUIN».

[lo coBaM CMEPTHBIX JKEHIIUH, YWJIbsIM — HACTOSIIMI CUJIad
¥ JIIOOUTEIb TIOPA3BIIEUbCS].

OnuBUM OH, TIOKATYH, TOHPABUIICS OBI.

A3pOHY BAPYT 3aXOTEJIOCH BIIEYATaTh YWUIbSMA B CTEHY, YTO-
Obl MOANOPTUTH €r0 CMA3JIMBYIO MOpIAIIKY. PaHbllie y Hero Hu-
KOI/1a HE BO3HMKAJIO TAKOI'O JKeJIaHU s, XOTs SIpOoCcTh HACTOMYMBO
TpeOoBaJl HaKa3aTh OECCMEPTHOIO, pa30UB €ro cepjlle Ha COTHU
KyCOUYKOB TaK K€, KaK OH IOCTYIWJI C COTHAMM keHIIMH. [1paB-



na, Apocts xoTen, 4ToObl A3POH BEpIIWII MPABOCY/IUE C MTOMO-
IIbI0 KMHKAJA.

OH Bcerza CornpoTUBIIAJICS KEJIAHUSAM CBOETO JEMOHA, MOTO-
My 4TO €MY HPaBWJICS YWJIbSIM, KOTOPBIM, XOTb U HE SABJISUICS Ha-
croAIMM Bragpikoi, B 0010 HUKOrga He roasoqul. M He ocra-
HABJIMBAJICS JIaXKe Tepe]] yOUICTBOM.

«B otcytcTBre JlernoH Te0sl Tak M TSHET MOAPAThCs, BOT U
Bce». [la yx. OH sIBHO OajlaHCHpyeT Ha IPaHH.

— Cnacu6o, Topun, 4Tto mpeaynpenun HacueT Yuibsima, —
cKazasl A9poH, cTapasich, 9TOOBI TOJIOC €ro MPO3BYyYasl HACMeIIl-
muBo. — EnBa mu OnuBus 3a1€pKUTCSA 3[ECh HAJ0IT0, TaK YTO
HUKTO HE YCIIEET €€ 04apOBaTh.

— Yunbsim, HECOMHEHHO, OTBETHJI Obl T€Oe, UTO eMy XBaTUT U
HECKOJIBKUX CEKYH]I.

«He pearupyii». X0Ts1, OKaXHCh ceiiuac YrIbsiM MOOIN30CTH,
A>POH C yIOBOJILCTBUEM «CITyYaHO» MOTEPsiT Obl KOHTPOJIb HAJl
JIeMOHOM fIpocTH, MO3BONMB €My HaKOHell AoOparhbcsi 10 Oec-
CMEPTHOTO.

SApocth 010OpUTENTHHO 3aypya.

— U Bort emie uto, — nod6aBun TopuH, BHOBb MpHBIIEKAsH €ro
BHUMaHue. — Pa3 yx Mbl 3aroBOpriIM O NMOMEIIaHHBIX Ha CEeKce,
To [apuc mpocun nepenats Tede, 4to ceropHs JllocbeH Tenenop-
TUPYET €ro B rOpoj Ha MOUCKU KEHIIUHbI. V1 ocTaBUT Tam /10
yTpa.

— Xopomio.

OcraBasioch HaIEATHCS, YTO 3aXJIECTHYBLIEE ASPOHA YYBCTBO



oOJreryeHus1 He UMeeT HuJero oorero ¢ Tem gaktom, uto [lapuc
OyzieT HaxoauThes Jasieko ot ONMMBYH.

— JltocbeH 0OHapy KU KaKue-HUOY/Ib CIe/Ibl OXOTHUKOB, TTOKa
ObLT Tam?

— He-a. Hu Ha xonwme, Hu B byze.

— Xopoio, — NoBTOpr A3pOH, CHOBA NPUHSABIINCH pacxa-
’KMBaTh TI0 KOPUJOPY U3 yIJia B yrol. — A Kak HacueT TeMHOBO-
JIOCOU KEHIIUHBI?

— Huuero, Ho ITapuc mooberan npoaokuTh ee moucku. Kak
TOJIKO BOCCTAaHOBUT CHUIBI, padymeercs. Kcratu, 00 yrpare cuit.
[Mapuc ynomsiHys, 4TO aHren paHeH. XOuelllb, sl MOMPOIIY KO-
ro-HuOY/Ib MPUBECTHU TOKTOpa?

Ha ux s3bIKe «IPUBECTH» O3HAYAIO «TIOXUTUTH>.

— Her. Ona cama ucuenurcs.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi Hazan Brnaablkyi TBITATUCH 3apyduThCS
yCJIyraMu TIOCTOSTHHOTO JJOKTOpa, HO TIeTHO. Teneps u3-3a Oe-
PEMEHHOCTH DIUIMH BOMPOC BCTasl KpaiiHe octpo. Hukto He
3HaJI, KeM OyleT peOeHOK — CMEPTHBIM WJIA IEMOHOM, — [TO3TOMY
Bpaua cJieIOBAJIO BLIOMPATh KpaitHe OCTOPOXKHO.

OXOTHUKHM, KaK HEJABHO BBISICHUJIOCH, TOJAMH CKpPEUIMBAIN
CMEpTHBIX U OECCMEPTHBIX, BHIBO/ISI Pacy JIETEH-TIOTyKPOBOK B
HaJIeKJ/Ie cCo37aTh Hernobeaumyio apmuio. PebeHok nemona Ha-
CHJIMSI CTaJl Obl LIEHHBIM MPU30M, KOTOPBII MeUTaeT 3aroTyYuTh
OO0 OXOTHUK. A HEHA/IeXKHBIN JIOKTOP C JIETKOCTHIO MEPEAacT
cexkperbl Biaplk UX Bparam.

TOpUH COYYBCTBEHHO IOKa4yaJl TOJIOBOW, CJIOBHO A3pOH



CITUIIIKOM TJIYI, YTOObI MBICJIUTh 3APABO.

— Tl yBepeH, uTo oHa cama ucuenurcsi? Ee ke BbIIUBBIPHYIN
c Hebec.

— Hac toe BBIIBBIpHY/IU ¢ HEOEC, HO Mbl BbI3[IOPABIMBAEM
TaK ke ObICTPO, Kak U mpexae. [laxke MokKeM OTpacTUTh HOBbIE
KOHEYHOCTH.

Yem ceituac u 3aHumaercst ['MaeoH, ofepXkKUMBbIid 1EMOHOM
JIxu. Bo Bpemsi mocieaHei CThIYKM ¢ OXOTHUKAMU BOMHA TIOK-
MaJI ¥ ’KECTOKO TIBITAIA, YTOOBI BBIYIUTh MH(POPMAITUIO, KOTO-
pyI0, BIIPOYEM, OH TaK U HE PacKpbul. B OTMECTKY OXOTHUKH OT-
CEeKJIu eMy 00€ PyKH.

['myeoH Bee elle MPUKOBaH K MOCTENH, MOCTENIEHHO CTAHOBSICh
I BCEX OOJIBILION 3aHO30M B 3aHUILIE.

— NHTepecHas MbICib, — cka3ail TopHH.

B 3T1OT MOMEHT M3 criasibHU A3pOHA pa3ajcs KEHCKUM KPUK.

AspoH 3amep Ha MecTe, a TOpUH OTTOJKHYJICS OT CTEHBI U
BeIpsiMuJicst. Korma Kpuk pasgancst cHoBa, o0a yxe Oexanu K
KOMHate, X0oTs1 TOpUH 3HaYUTebHO OTCTaBaj. PBIBKOM pacnax-
HYB JIBepb, ASPOH MEPBbIM BOPBAJICS B CHAJIBHIO.

OnuBus MO-TIpeKHEMY JieKala Ha XUBOTE, HO Tereph MeTa-
Jack 1o KpoBatu. Ee Beku ObLIM CMeXeHbl, a Mo IJ1a3aMHu, T0-
MHMO OTOpachIBA€MBIX PECHUIIAMH TEHEH, MOSBIINCH CHHSKH.
CnyTaHHbIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI PACCHINAIUCH IO TIeYaM.

Ee muaTbe, 0ueBuIHO, caMo ceOsl BBIUMCTHUIIO, U ClIe/Ibl KPOBU
nouty ucue3nmu. OJHAKO HA TOM MecTe, IJie MOIIM Obl HavaTh
pacTu KPbUIbsl, OSIBIIMCH JBA HOBBIX SIPKO-KPACHBIX MSTHA.



OnuBHIO TEP3aIU IEMOHBI.

Omna 4yBCTBOBaJa, KaK UX KJIBIKU BITMBAIOTCS B KOXKY, JKaJIAT,
PBYT Teno Ha yactu. Ouryniajia NOKphIBaBLIYIO X Yellyhyarble
TeJa JIUIKYI0 CU3b U oOXuramliee cMpaaHoe apixanue. Cibl-
11aJ1a JUKYIOIIMI cMeX, OT KOTOPOro €€ MyTHJIO.

— CMOTpu-Ka, YTo 5 Hallles, — 3aXUXUKaJ OJUH.

— KpacuBpiil aHrenouex cBaiuics MpsiMO K HaM B PyKH, —
(ppIpKHYN APYTON.

B BO3myxe BUTaIM XJIOMbSL CEPHl U TPYXH, a HO3IPU, KOTrJa
OnuBKS NONbBITANACh BAOXHYTh, 3aMOJHUJIO 310BOHME. Ee Tob-
KO 4YTO HU3BepI/IM ¢ HeOec. Obnaka pacCTyNUIUCh Y Hee O[] HO-
raMu, ¥ OHa NoJieTesia BHU3. .. BHU3, B HEU3BECTHOCTb, OTUASIHHO
MOJIOTSI PyKaM¥ U HOTaMHU, TIBITAsICh 32 YTO-TO 3aIIeTUTHCS, KaK-
TO 3aMeAJIUTh MaeHue. .. [loTom HakoHell yBuiena 3eMilo, HO 1
Ta pa3Bep3Jiach, M aJICKOE I1aMsl MOIJIOTUJIO €€ LIEJTUKOM.

— ITO aHTeJI-BOUTENIb. Y HEE 30JI0ThIE KPbUIbS.

— Yke Her.

Ee moTsHyM 32 KPbUTbsl C YIBOSGHHOU %eCTOKOCThI0. ONUBUSI
NMHAJIACh, OWJIACh U Jake Kycalach, MbITasiCh BHIPBATHCS, YTOOBI
yOesKaTh U CIIPSITaThCsl, HO €€ YCUJIH S TIPOTIAIA JAPOM — IEMOHOB
OBbLIO CITMIIIKOM MHOTO, J1a ¥ HEpPOBHAsl KAMEHHMCTasi MECTHOCTb
OblIa eil He3HaKOMa, TaK YTO BPsJ JIM OHA cCymMelia Obl CKPBITh-
csi. CyXOXKUJIMs KPbUThEB HaYaIM pBaThCs, M 0OKUTaroiias 0ojb
OXBaTWUJIa BCE €€ CYILECTBO, MOMIIOIIAsl CO3HAHUE, ITOKA B TOJIOBE
HE OCTaJlaCh OfIHA-€AMHCTBEHHAS MbICIIb: JIyYllle YMEPETh, TOJb-



KO OBI 3TH MMBITKU TPEKPATUIIHCH.

«IToxanyiicra. [laiite MHE yMepeETh».

[epen rnazamu 3aK py>KUJIUCH 3B€3/1bI, U 9TO OBLIO €MHCTBEH-
HOE, YTO OHa ellle MOIJIa BUJEeTh. Bee octanbHOE Morpy3uiocs BO
TeMy. ThMma — 3TO XOpoI10, 310 *kejaHHO! Ho BOKpyr nmo-npex-
HEeMY 3BYyYaJl CMeX, U €€ MPOJOJIKaIU TSAHYTh 32 KpbUIbsi. Y Onu-
BUU 3aKPYKWJIACh TOJIOBA, XeTyJIOK CKPyTHUJIa TOIHOTA.

[Touemy oHa He ymepna? 3aTeM OJHO U3 KPbLIbEB OTAEINIIOCH
ot Tena, 1 OMuBHS 3aKpUYasia OT CUJIbHEHIIel Oomu, repepoc-
el B HACTOSAIIYIO aroHuio. laske cMepTh He MPEKPaTUT STUX
CTpaJlaHuii, ¥ OHM OyayT rpecieaoBath OMUBHIO U B 3arpoOOHON
KU3HU.

3a nepBbIM OBICTPO TOCIENOBATIO0 BTOPOE KPBUIO, U OHA BCe
Kpuyasia, Kpudyasia u Kpuyana. Kiblkyu paspbiBanu ee ofiexniy,
CUJIbHEe MOBPEek/1asi KOXKY, BIMBASICh B CBEXKUE PAHbI HA CIIHMHE.
HaxoHen ee BbIpBaJIo paiiCKUMU (PPyKTamMH, KOTOpPbIE OHA €Jla
TUM YTPOM.

— Tenepb Tl yXe He Takasi MIJIEHbKAas, KaK paHblile, a, BOU-
TeJpHuIa?

UYbU-TO PyKHM CTUCHYJIM €€, KacasiCh TaM, IJie HUKTO MpEexX/Ie
He Kacascs. Cne3bl KaTWINCh 10 ee IeKaM, TIOKa OHa, Oecrio-
MOILIHAs, Jiexkaia Ha 3emJie. Bor u Bee. Teneprs oHa TOUHO yMpeT.
Hakoneu-to. ITotom ckBO3b OKpYyXkaloliiee ee MOpe ThMbl IPOOU-
JIach MbICJIb: OHA OTKA3aJ1ach OT CBOEW MPEKPACHOM KU3HU TOJIb-
KO JIJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI yMepeTh B afy, TaKk U He y3HAB HACTOsIIeN
pajgocTy U He oOkIBaB B 00bsITUsIX AdpoHa. Her. Her!



«Tw1 cunbHast. Bopuchk xe!» [la. Jla! Ona cunpHas. OHa Oyger
6opotbesa. Ona Oyger. ..

— OnuBus!

XOpouio 3HAKOMBI CYpOBBIM TOJIOC NMPOHUK B CO3HAHUE,
MTHOBEHHO BBITECHUB HEHABHCTHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS, OONb U
CKOpOb. OCTaBUB JIUIIIH PEITIMOCTb.

— OnuBus, NpOCHUCH!

C HeKkOoTOpbIM 00JIErYeHMEM OHa OCO3HAJIA, YTO ITO BCEro-Ha-
BCEr0 KOIIMapHbIi COH. JIIOIsIM JOBOJIHO YaCTO CHSTCS CTpAlll-
Hble cHbl. HO Her, 3TOT KolMap — He POCTO BUJIEHHE, a HAIlo-
MUHaHHUE O BPEMEHH, IPOBEJEHHOM B ajy.

OsnuBuA MOHSA, YTO BCe elle Medercs no Kpopatu. CnvHa
TOPUT OTHEM, TOKPHITOE CUHSKAMHU TeJIO OOJUT, MBIIIIIBI CBO-
vt cygoporoi. OHa ¢ TPyJIOM pasJielinia BEeKH, 3aCTaBIsisl ceOst
ycrniokouTbesl. OHa 3a/ipIXaeTcsl, BkaTasi B MaTpac rpyab ObICTPO
MO/IHUMAETCS U OMAJIAeT, a BO3AyX OOXKHUraeT HO3APU U TOpIIo,
Oyaro Tyaa nonagaer Kuciaora. OT cTpysIierocs rno Koxe mnora
IUIaThe HaMOKJIO Y MPWJIMIUIO K Telsly. biarocioBeHHoe olene-
HEHUe, OIIYIaeMOe €10 PaHblle, MOJTHOCTHIO UCYE3IO0, U Ternepb
YyBCTBa OOOCTPUIIUCH 10 Tpeiena.

CmepTh, OKATYH, cTana Obl TyYIIHM BBIXOJOM.

A>3pOH CHOBa CHJIUT BO3JI€ KPOBATH HA KOPTOUKAX U CMOTPUT
Ha Hee. Emie onguH myxunHa — OnuBUSsL BCHOMHMIA, YTO €T0 30-
BYT TopuH, — cTOMT Mo3aau ApoHa M CMOTPUT Ha Hee Oe3yM-
HBIMU 3€JIeHbIMU TJ1a3aMH.

«demon», — mogymaina Onususi. Topun gemoH. Kak u te, KTo



BbIpBaJI € KpbuUibsl. KTo noTparuBasicsi 4o ee Tena u Myuu ee.

[IpoH3uTeNbHBI KPUK BBIPBAJICS U3 ee OonpbHOTrO ropna. Ei
HYy)k€H A>SpOH, TOJILKO A3POH, MIOTOMY YTO OCTAJIbHBIM OHA HE
noBepsieT. He xouer, 4yToObl KTO-TO JApYrov BHUIEN ee ceituac.
Oco6enHo ieMoH. To, 4To cam A3poH ofepXuM JeMOHOM SIpo-
CTH, HAYETO He MeHseT. [I71s1 Hee OH ocTaeTcs MpocTo ASPOHOM.
Ho Bce, 0 yem OnuBus cerdyac Moria aymMaThb, Iisias Ha Topu-
Ha, — 3TO Yellyhyarsle Jarbl, IUILITIONINE €€ COCKU U ITPOHUKA-
orpe Mexay Hor. CTpairHO MpeICTaBUTh, YTO HATBOPWIIM Obl
9TH JIAIlbl, HE HAYHU OHA COMPOTUBJIATHCSI.

Conporusnsarbes! Bor umenHo! OnuBrs NONBITAIACH THYTh
Topuna, HO mpokisiTass HOra OECCHJIBHO yraja Ha KpoBaTb
— MBIIIIBl CIUIIKOM HAalpsKeHbl M OTKA3bIBAIOTCS HOPMAaJlb-
HO (pyHKIIMOHMpOoBaTh. OHa coBepiieHHO OecrioMoriHa. OmsATh.
Bexuun cMenasicst ¢ KpUKom, ropiio ciaBuiio, i OJuBHUS MOIbI-
Tajach BCTaTh C KPOBAaTU U OPOCHUTHCS B OOBATUS ASPOHY, HO
crnadoe TeJo Mo-TMPeXHEMY OTKa3bIBATIOCh TTOBUHOBATHCSI.

— IIycTte OH ynzer, mycTb yuaer, mycTb YUAET, — CHOBA U CHO-
Ba BBIKPUKMBAJIa OHA, 3aPhIBIIUCH JIMIIOM B MOMYIIKY. Eii ObLI1O
OO0JIBHO J1a)ke CMOTpeTh Ha BToporo Braapiky. OHa cpa3y MmoHs-
JIa, KTO OH, HO HE 3HaJla ero Tak Xopoulo, kak AspoHa. U He Xo-
TeJla ero, Kak A3poHa.

A3poHa, KOTOpPBIA MOXKET MOMOYb €U, KaK Kaxk1yl HOYb IO-
Moraet cBoemy Apyry Ilapucy. AspoHa, KOTOPbI MOXET 3allly-
TUTb €€, KaK 3alMILIaJl CBOI0 MaJIEHbKYIO JIernoH. A3poHa, KOTO-
PbIF OIHAUM CBOMM CBHUPEIBIM BUJIOM OTITYTHYJI €€ HOUHBIE KOIII-



Maphl.

CuspHBIE PYKM JIEIVIMA €1 Ha IJIEYX U yACpKUBAJIH, HE AaBast
CHOBa Ha4yaThb METaThCs MO MOCTENH.

— HI-m-11, Trme. Tumie. Ycnokorics, a TO MOPAHUIIIbCS €11e
Ooubile.

— Yro npoucxonut? — cipocui Topun. — Mory st uem-HuOyIb
MOMOYb ?

Her. Her-HeT-Her. /IeMOH Bce ellie 31€ecCh.

— Iycts on yitnet! 3acrass ero yittu. Ceituac xe! Hemenien-
HO!

— 41 He mpuumHIO TeOe BpeAa, aHre, — MArKo ckazan TopuH. —
4 31ech, YTOOHI. . .

Krnokouyiias BHyTpy OJIMBUM UCTEPUKA IPO3UJIa BOT-BOT BbI-
pBaThcsl HA CBOOOMY, IIEJTMKOM TOTJIOTUTD €€ pa3yM.

—Ilycts on yiger! [oxainyiicra, A3poH, mycts oH yuzet! Io-
Kauyiicra!

Huzkuii peik BeIpBasics U3 ropia A3poHa.

— Ipoknstee, TopuH, BeIMETalics OTCIOAA K YepTsIM coOa-
ybrM. OHa HE YCIIOKOUTCS, TMOKA Thl 3/1€Ch.

[ocnblmancs TsoKenplid B340X, B KOTOPOM 3BydYalia Ieyvallb,
3aTeM, cliaBa 00Ty, pa3[asics 3ByK YIAISIONIUXCS IIaroB.

— Iocron, — oxkymkHys TopuHa A’poH, n OnuBuM CHOBA 3a-
XOTeJIOCh 3aKpuyarh. — Tenenoprupoaics jau JIlocheH Ha THIX
B IlITarel, Kak TIaHUPOBAJ, YTOOBI KYMUTh TAWJICHOM ISl KEeH-
ma?

— Hackonbko MHE U3BECTHO, Aa, — OTBETWI TOpHH.



«Omnu emre u 6ecenyor? Ceituac?»

— IIycte oH yuger! — 3aBormna OnuBus.

— IIprHecu MHe HECKOJIBKO TabMeToK | — mpopeBen A3poH, Te-
PEKpHKHUBas ee.

IBepb co ckpumnom oTBopuiIack. HakoHen-To 1eMOH yXoauT —
HO OH BEPHETCS C YEIOBEYECKUM JieKapcTBOM. OJMBUS 3aXHbI-
Kaja. OHa He B COCTOSIHMM MEPEXUTh 3TO enle pa3. OHa U Tak
€/1Ba HEe yMepJia OT CTpaxa.

— IIpocto 3a0pock my3bIpek B KOMHATY, — J0OaBUI A3SpOH,
Oy/ITO TIPOYTSI €€ MBICITH.

«bnaropapio Te6s1, MmunoctuBblil bor Ha HeGecax». [IBepb co
IIETYKOM 3aKpbliack, 1 OnuBus ¢ 0OneryeHMeM OTKMHYJIach Ha
marpac.

— OH ymen, — MArko ckasajl AspoH. — Teneps 31€Ch TOJBKO
THI U 1.

OHa Tak CHJIBHO JpOjKaja, 4YTO KpOBaTh MO/ HEU TPsCIach.

— He nokupaii mens. [loxanyiicta, TOIbKO HE MOKUAANA MEHSI.

Croeii MOb00i1 ONMBUS JIUITHAN pa3 TIOKa3biBajia, HACKOJb-
KO cnaba, Ho eii ObL10 Bce paBHO. OHa HykJaeTcsi B A9poHe.

OH npuraguI BIaXHYI0 OT HOTa MpsAJb BOJIOC Y HEE HA BUC-
ke. Ero npukocHOBeHHE OKa3aJIoCh TAKUM K€ MATKUM, KaK U ro-
J0c. AIpOH, KOTOPOTO OHA 3HAET, He CTajl Obl TOBOPUTH C HEN
TaK JIACKOBO U IOTPAruBaThCs 10 HEe C TAKOU HeKHOCThIO. B 3Ty
nepeMeHy MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO NoBepUTh. [louemy ke oH u3me-
Hwics? [Touemy oOparaercs ¢ Hel Tak ke, Kak CO CBOUMU JIPy-
3bSIMU, XOTSI OHa, [0 CYTH, JJIsI HETro uyxasi?



— Panbirie ToI pocuiia, yToObl 51 TeOs1 0OHsLT, — CKa3ajl OH. —
ThI O-NpeKHEMY ITOTI'O XOYellb?

— Jla.

O na. He BaxHO, B yeM MpUyYnHa MOJOOHON CMEHbI HACTpoe-
Hus. Ceiuac OH 37ieCh U cOOMpaeTcs AaTh €l TO, O YeM OHa TaK
JIOJITO MeuTaIa.

MenjieHHO 1 OCTOPOXKHO, CTapasiCh He TOIKHYTh, ASPOH cef
Ha MOCTeTb, a MOTOM JieT psiioM. OJIMBUSI TOAOIBUHYJIACH K HEMY
TaK, 4YTOObI TIOJIOKUTH TOJIOBY HA €ro CHJIbHOE ropsiuee IJIeyo.
70 ABWKEHUE TPUIMHUIIO el O0JTb U OTHSJIO MOCTICHUE CUJTHI,
HO OBITh PSIZIOM C HUM U HAKOHEI[ KOCHYThCS €T0. .. OHO TOTO CTO-
wio. Benlb MIMEHHO 32 3TUM OHa Clofia ¥ MPUIILIA.

A>SpOH MONOKUI PYKY €l Ha TIOSICHUILY, CTapasiCh He 3aJeTh
paHBI HA CIIHE.

— [ouemy Tol He uctensenbes, OMMBUA? — CIPOCHIT OH, Ka-
casiChb TETUIbIM JIbIXaHUEM ee JIOa.

Ei1 HpaBuioCh, Kak A9pPOH MPOU3HOCUT €€ UMsI, — U KaK MO-
JIMTBY, ¥ KaK MOJILOY OJJHOBPEMEHHO.

— 4 xe Tebe ckazana, MeHs U3rHaau ¢ Hebec. Tenepsp s mo-
HOCTBIO YeJIOBEK.

— IMonHOCTBIO YesloBeK, — MOBTOPUJI OH, HANpATIIKUCh. — Her,
TAaKOTO Thl MHE He TOBOpHUJIA. 51 OBI TOT/IA TPHUHEC TeOe JIEKAPCTBO
ropasio paHblIie.

B ronoce ero 3Byuasia BuHa. Buna u crpax. OnuBusi He To-
HsIJIa, YTO €r0 UCIYTrayio, HO ObLJIa CIMIIKOM M3MOTaHa, YTOOBI
CIIpanMBaTh. A 3aTeM U BOBCE 3a0bljIa 00 9TOM, KOT/a B IIEHTpe



KOMHAThI 3aCUslJl SIHTApHBIM CBET, pa3pacTasich, CTAHOBSCH BCE
OonbIIie. .. ¥ OONBIIE. .. CBEPKasl TAK SPKO, YTO €l MPHUIUIOCH 3a-
KMYPHUTHC.

W3 cusaHua martepuaim3oBaslach (pUrypa KpyIrHoro MycKyJu-
CTOrO MYKUYUHBI B OJIOM OfIesTHUM, OY€Hb TIOXOKEM Ha ee Co0-
CTBEHHOE. 3aTeM CTaJli BUIHBI CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI, HUCTIAIAIONINE
Ha Moryuue 1uieud. [lpu Buae a3 uBera KMIKOTO OHMKCA U
OnepHON Kok OnuBHSA OLTyTWIIA JIETKUI YKo BUHBL [locnen-
HUMM MOSIBUJIMCh CBEPKAIOIINE KPbUIbsl U3 UUCTOIO 30J10TA.

OnuBus XOTella MPUBETCTBEHHO MOMaxaTh PyKoi, HO CMoIJIa
b ¢nado yabiOHy ThCs. Muteiil JIucanap Bee ke TpuIien yTe-
IIUTb €€, IIYCTh U B BOOOPaKEHUH.

— 41 cHoBa BuKy coH. Ho 3TOT MHE HpaBHTCA.

— [I-m-1m1, THIIE, — IpoIIenTal el A9pOH, — 5 371€Ch.

— W g Toxe. — JIucanap OKMHYJI KOMHATY B3IVIAI0M, U €TI0 I'y-
Obl CKPUBIJIKCh OT OTBpalleHus. — K coxaseHuio, 310 He COH. —
On, Kak Bcerjga, roBOpWI MpaBay, U €ro roioc 3Bydas TakK ke
YBEPEHHO, KaK KOraa-to u'y camon OJvBHH.

Heyxenu 310 nporcxoqut HasBy ?

— 51 ke Tenepp YeNIOBEK U He JOJIKHA TeOs1 BUAETb.

B 1nelcTBUTENIBHOCTA TO, UTO OHA €r0 celvyac BUAUT, WUIET
Bpaspes ¢ npaswiamu. Eciu Toipko bor He perni ee Bo3Harpa-
auth. Ho 310 ManoBeposiTHO, MpUHUMAasi BO BHUMaHUE TO, 4TO
OHA OTBEPIVIA CBOE HACJIE/IUE.

Jlucanap cmoTper e B 171a3a — Tak MPOH3UTENBHO, OYATO 3a-
[JIS1/1BIBAJI MIPSIMO B JIyIIY.



— 4 nopain npomenue Cosery oT TBOEero UMeHu. OHM coria-
CHUJIMCP JaTh TeOe elrie ouH maHc. Tak 4To yacTh TeOs Mo-Tpek-
HEMY aHI'eJIbCKAs U OCTAHETCS TAKOBOM HA MPOTSKEHUM CJIELy-
IOLMX YEeThIpHAIUATH AHEN. B TeueHue 3Toro cpoka Thl UMEEIlb
MPaBO NepeayMarh U BEPHYThCS HA CBOE 3aKOHHOE MECTO.

[IIok mopa3uJ ee, TOYHO yaap MOJHIH, OOKUTAIONTAIA U UCTIEe-
TETAIONIAI.

— 4 He noHnmar. — Ellle H1 OAVH NaJiIvid aHres He yl0CTa-
MBAJICSl BTOPOTO IIAHCA.

— Hedero Tyt nonnmars, — ckazan A3poH, BCE €llIe MbITasCh
YCIIOKOHTH ee. — 51 ¢ ToOOM.

— 4 Beap onuH u3 Cemepbix M30pannbix, Onusus. [Toatomy,
KOT/Ia 1 OTPOCHUT JIJIs1 TeOsl YeTBIPHAILIATD JIHEH, TeOe uX JIaju.
DTO BpeMs Thl MOXEUIb MTPOBECTU 3AECh... HACIAAUTHCS KU3-
HBIO. A TIOTOM HYXHO BEpHYTbCs Hazaj. — B ronoce Jlucanapa
3Byuasia o0MJa Ha yYeHHMILy 3a TO, YTO OHA HE JIorajaiach o Io-
JIaraloliyXxcs €ro crarycy NpUBUIETUSIX.

Ona yJ10BHJIa TaK:Ke M HOTKY HAJIEXK Ibl, ONlEYaIUBIINE e€. Bbl-
OpaB A3poHa, OHa coskaJieia JIMIb O TOM, YTO MPUYMHIIIA O0JIb
Jlucannpy, sTomMy ynuBUTEIbHOMY BoHTeNMO. Beib OH moouT ee
Y JKeJIaeT el TOJIbKO 100pa.

— MHe xanb, HO g He niepeayMalo.

Taxkoii oTBeT omesnomun Jlucanapa.

— Iaxe korja 3Toro 6eccCMepTHOrO y Te0s1 OTHUMYT?

OnuBHS e/1Ba ciepKasach, 4YTOObI He 3arlIakaTh OT cTpaxa. « 51
HE TOTOBA MOTEPATh ero». Ho oHa Tak cnada, 9To HU4eM He MO-



KET TIOMOYb A3pOHY, U 3HAEeT 00 STOM.

— IHotomy THI. ..

— Her-Her, ycriokoiics. 1 mpuiien ciofa He JUist TOro, YToObI
ero youts. — OH He CKazaJl «1OoKa», HO 3TO TMOAPa3yMeBaJloCh
camo coOoi. — Eciii Tl pemminb ocTaTbCst, TO HOBOTO Tiajlada
BBIOEPYT IO UCTEUEHUH OTBE/ICHHBIX TeOe YeThIPHA/IIATY JTHEH.

UYro x, 3HAYUT, OHA MpoBeJeT ¢ ApoHOM JBe Henenu. He
0O0JIbIlIE M HE MEHBIIIE. ITOr0 JOJKHO OBITh JOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI
3aMacTUCh BOCIIOMUHAHMSIMU Ha BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS kU3Hb. Eciu,
KOHEYHO, yacTcst yoenuTb A3poHa OCTaBHUTh ee B Kpenoctu. OH
BE€/lb TAKOW YIPSAMBIK. . .

OnuBuS B3AOXHYJIA.

— Cniacu60, — ckazana ona Jlucannpy. — 3a Bce. Tol He 00s13aH
ObUI 3TO JeNIaTh /1 MEHSI.

HagpepHsika 3a MoAOOHYI0 YCTYIIKY €My MPUIILIOCH SIPOCTHO
noBoeBaTh ¢ CoBeTOM, XOTh OH 1 ofiuH U3 Cemepbix M30paHHBIX.
OpHako oH mobuics cBoero, nogapuB OJIMBHKM BO3MOXHOCTh
HACJIAJIUTBCS CTOJIb JKEJITAHHBIMU PAJOCTSIMUA OOBIYHOM KU3HU U
CTPACThIO, ITPEXK/IE YEM OHA CHOBA 3aIMET CBOE MeCTO B paio. OHa
HE cTaja roBoputh JIMcaHapy, YTO HE BEPHETCS HU MPU KAaKOM
HCXO7E.

BepHuch oHa yepe3 yeThlpHAILATh JHEH, €M OIATh OpydYaTr
youTh A3pOHa, ¥ OHa, KaK U Npex/ie, He CMOXET 3TO C/esaTh.

— 41 mooOmo teds. Hagerocs, ToI 310 3Haelb. M He BaxHO, 4TO
OyzeT Jajblie.

— OnuBus, — MPOU3HEC SIBHO COMTHIN C TONKY APOH.



— OH He MOXET HU BUJETh, HU CJIBIIIATh, HU YyBCTBOBATh Me-
Hsl, — nosicHu Jlucannp. — Cerdyac OH MOHSUI, YTO Thl TOBOPHUIIb
HE C HUM, U JymaeT, OyATo y TeOs TaJUTIOIUHAIUKN OT OONU. —
HacraBHUK marHys K KpoBartu. — JloykeH Tebe HanoMHUTh, JIuB,
YTO 3TOT MYy’K4MHa — AeMoH. U onurieTBopsieT co6oii Bee To, po-
THB 4ero Mbl OOpemcs.

— Kak u TBOsI :KeHIIMHAa.

Jlucanap pacnpaBui MIMPOKKE TUIEYM W B3IEPHYJ MOAO0PO-
JOoK. Yrpsimblii Boutenb ee Jlucanap. Kak u Aspos.

— bbsiHKa HEe Hapyllajia HalluX 3aKOHOB.

— Jaxe ecyv ObI U TaK, Thl BCE PABHO 3aX0OTeN Obl OCTAThCS C
Hey. Thl Hate Obl CrOCO0, KaK 3TO CesaTh.

— OnuBusA? — NOBTOPWII A3POH.

Jlvcanap He 0OpaTwiI Ha HEro BHUMAHMUSI.

— [Touemy ThI NpeanowIa CMEPTHYIO KU3Hb ¢ HUM, OnuBus?
Pagy HECKOBKMX MHUHYT B €ro oOBATHAX? DTO MpHHECET Tebe
JIUIIb CTPaJIaHus M pa30yapoBaHue.

N cHOBa B ero ciaoBax mpo3Byyasla HENpEIokHAs WMCTUHA.
Jloxps B ux mupe He nomyckaercs. «Temepp 3TO TOJNBKO €ro
MUP», — IEYaJIbHO MoyMaJia OHa. Tem He MeHee el He XOTeJI0Ch
BepuTh JIucanapy. 3aech OHa MOXKET AeiaTh TO, YEro TaK OTYa-
STHHO skeajia. OHa He TOJIBKO MOJTy4rJIa BO3MOXHOCTh KHUTh, KaK
CMEPTHBIE, HO U YyBCTBOBATh TaK e, KaK OHMU.

JIBepb criasibHU OTK pbLIach, criacasi ee OT HeOOXOAMMOCTH OT-
BeuaTh, B KOMHATY BJIETEJ] MAJIEHbKUI TJIACTUKOBBIN My3bIPEK U
TIPU3EMJTHJICS Ha TTOJT PSIIOM ¢ OOYTHIMHM B CaHAAIMK Horamu JIu-



caHpipa.

— Bor nekapcrBo! — kpukHyn TOpyH M 3aXJIONHYJ ABEPD,
npesxae yem OnuBus ycnejla CHoBa paCKpU4aThCsl.

As3poH xoTen ObUIo MOAHATHCS, HO ONUBHUS HABAIWIACH HA
HEro BCEM BECOM, y/IEp/KUBasi HA MECTE.

— Her, — nporoBopuia oHa, MOPIACH OT OYE€PEAHOM BCITBIIIKU
6omu. — OcTaHbcsl.

OH mor Obl OTTOJIKHYTH €€, HO He CTal.

— MHue Hy)HO B3ATh TabneTku. OHU o0ieryaT TBOw OOJIb.

— Io3xe, — cka3ana oHa.

Tenepsp, y3HaB HEXKHOCTb MPUKOCHOBEHHI ASpOHA, TEMJIO €ro
Tesa, ycrnokaupaoiye o0bsaTusi, OJIMBUS HE XOTesa pa3iydaTbes
¢ HuM. /laxxe Ha MuT.

CHauasia ey oKa3ajioch, YTO OH IPOUTHOPUPYET ee MPochly,
HO CITYCTs1 MTHOBEHHE OH pacciiaduiicsi 1 0OHs1I ee Kperye. Onu-
BUS IOBOJIHO B3[I0OXHYJIa M CHOBA [TOCMOTpEJIA B )KECTKUE IJ1a3a
Jlucannpa. OH XMypuiics.

— Bot nouemy, — oOpaTuiach oHa K HEMY.

AmnreJsl Ipyr Apyra He oOHMMaloT. HaBepHsika moru Obl, ec-
7 6 3aX0TeJ M, HO HUKOT/IA TaK He JIeNaloT. 3aueM Obl UM 3TO T0-
HanoOmnoch? OHU BeJJb CUMTAIOT APYT Apyra OpaThsIMH M CECT-
pamMu, ¥ (PU3MYECKOMY KEJIAHUIO B ITUX OTHOIIEHUSX HET MECTa.

— Yt0 «BOT oueMy»? — Clipocusl A3poH, NO-MpeKHEMY COU-
TBIM C TOJIKY.

— Bor noyemy Thl MHE HPABHUIIIbCSI, — YECTHO OTBETUJIA OHA.

OH Hampsrcs, HO MPOMOTYAJL.



[puiypuBiircsk, JIncanap miaBHbIM ABUKEHUEM PACIPABUI
KPBUIbS,, U MX 30JI0TO 3aCBEPKaJIo B JIyHHOM cBete. OiHO nepo
yIaJjo Ha Moj.

— Iompasnsiicsi, Munas, a OTOM 51 BepHYych. TeOe 31ech He
Mecto. Co BpeMEHEM Thl 3TO TOXKE MOYYBCTBYEIIIb.



I'naBa 5

B nepByio HOub cBoero mnpeObBaHUs B Kpernoctd OnuBHs
YCHYJIA, €JJBa 3aKOHYMB CTPAHHBIN Pa3roBop ¢ camoii coooit. OHa
CTOHAJA U B3[bIXaJsla, Myyasichb OT OOJIM, U MeTajlach 10 KpOBa-
TH, OTYEro pazOepe/niia CBOM PaHbl elle CHiIbHee. A Ha BTOPYIO
HOYb OISTh CTaja 60PMOTATh O JIEMOHAX.

— He Tporaii MeHs1, Tbl, BOHIOUasl TBaphb. — Pbiianue, BCXuIlL. —
[loxanyiicra, He Tporayi MeHsl.

Ha TpeThio HOUb BOLIAPUIIOCH 37I0BEIEe MOTYaHHE.

A>3poH npearoyes Obl MOJIBOBI.

Bce 310 BpeMsi OH HaxoausICsl PsIIOM — BBITUPAJ €il MOT CO
n0a, TMOWIT BOXOW C TOTYEHBIMH TaONEeTKaMU W Jake MpPOYH-
TaJl BCIYX OAMH U3 JM0OO0BHBIX poMaHoB [lapuca, xors OnuBus
HUKaK He oTpearrpoBajia. EMy BoBce He XOTenoch, YTOObI ee
CMepTh OblJIa HA €r0 COBECTH.

Bornee Toro, ASpoH xenait, YToObl OHA FCYe3Ta U3 ero KU3HH,
U He BaXHO, KaK CUJIbHO €ro TeJl0 pearnpyer Ha ee OJIM30CTb.
Wnu Ha mbiciu 0 Heid. OH He Jirai, ToBops, 4TO, KaK TOJIBKO BbI-
3I0POBEET, OHA OJKHA OyaeT yiuTu. IMeHHO 13-3a peakiiuu ero
Tena.

XysKke TOro, u3-3a peakuuu ero jemoHa. He Ha Hee, a u3-3a
Hee.

«Hakaxu, — KaxeTcsi, B COThII YK€ pa3 HACTauBas JIEMOH. —
Hakaxu tex, KTo ee Myyui».



Korga Ha AspoHa HAJIOKWINA TIPOKJISITUE KaXKAbl KPOBU, J€-
MOH Pa3roBapvBajl C HUM OIHOCJIOKHBIMA KOMAaHJIAMHU U TO U
JIEJIO TTPOELIMPOBA B €r0 CO3HaHKeE CLieHbl Hacuvsl. OqHaKo no-
clietHre Tpy THs SpocTh BAPYT MOMI0OU 00IAThCS JUIMHHBIMU
MPEAJIOKEHUSIMU, K KOTOPbIM A3POH ellle He mpuBbIK. Kyna ne-
BaJICSI IOKOM, BBI3BAHHBIN NosABJIeHNeM OBy’

Bno6aBok A3poH He ObLT yBepeH, Yepe3 UTo e MPUIILIOCh
IPOITH, KOT/Ia ee BBIIBBIPHY/IU C Hebec, U TIOKa He MO3BOJISI
ce0Oe 3TO BBISICHATH, Belb TOrA BPSIIL JIM CyMeeT yaepKaTh CBO-
€ro AeMoHa ot Bo3me3ausa. OH M cerndac-To ¢ TPYJOM €ro KOH-
TPOJMPYET. A €C/IM y3HAET MpaBAy, TO, BOBMOKHO, U HE 3aX04EeT
octaHaB/iuBaTh. Eciu oH Korga-HuOyns u OyleT HacaakaaTbes
TEM, YTO TBOPUT SApoCTh, TO...

«He HyxHO Tak gymaTb». A9poH He xoTen BecTu cedst ¢ Onu-
BUEH MsTUe, YeM cefiuac, Kak He keJial, YToObl OHA ellle Iyo-
’Ke TIPOHUKJIA B €ro MBICJH U pelieHus. B ero xusuu u 6e3 Toro
XBaraer cioxkHocTeil. CBOMM MOSIBJICHUEM OHa JIMIIb 100aBUiIa
HOBBIX.

OnuBUSL XOUET BECEIUTHCS, & AIPOH J1ake 3HAYEHUS ITOro
CJIOBA HE 3HAET U He COOMpaeTcsi TPaTUTh BPeMsl Ha BbISICHEHHE.
W coxaneHuii n3-3a 3TOro He UCTILIThIBaeT. YecTHO.

Omna xoueT To0BH, HO ASPOH /17151 3TOH LEJIM COBEPIIEHHO He
noaxoaut. PoManTuyeckyio i000Bb OH TOYHO HUKOMY MPEJIo-
KUTh HE MOkeT. OcOOEHHO XPyNKOMY co3/1aHHIo Bpoae On1BHU.
U 006 3TOM TOXKE He coxaneer. YecTHo.

Omna xouet cBoOO/IBL. BOT 310 A9pOHY 10 crjiaMm el mpeaocTa-



BUTh. B ropone. Eciu TobKO OHa HAKOHEI] TOMPaBUTCS, YEPT €€
nepu!

OnHa 00s13aTeNIbHO TIONPABUTCS, B TIPOTUBHOM Cilydae, OOru
CBUETEMN, ASPOH BCe-TaKU CIYCTUT CBOETO JIEMOHA C MOBOKA,
MIPUYEM CJIEJIAeT 3TO OXOTHO M 0e3 KosieOaHuH.

«Hakaxu. Hakaxu Tex, KTo Myuus ee».

[Touemy nemony fApoctu Tak HpaButcs OnuBusa? OHa Bedb
€My HPaBUTCS, B TOM He MOKeT ObITh COMHEHUH. Bosbiiie Huuem
HEJIb3s1 OOBSICHUTD €ro JKeJJaHUe aTaKoOBaTh CYIIECTB, KOTOPHIX
HU caM A3POH, HU €r0 IEMOH JIMYHO HUKOI/1a He Bcrpeyayid. OH
MHOTO Pa3MBbIIILISUT HaJl TUM, HO TaK Y HE MIPUILIET HA K KAaKOMY
3aKJIIOUECHHIO.

AspoH notep pykou Juio. 13-3a ero otkaza nokunatb Onu-
BUI0 JIIOCheHy TMo-TIpexkHeMy TpuxoauTcs 3a00TuThest o [Napuce
U CJIeIUTh, YTOOBI TOT JIOJKHBIM 0OOPa30M KOPMUJI CBOETO JIEMO-
Ha. A TopuH, B CBOIO ouepeib, CJICTUT 32 TeM, YTOOBI eCTh He 3a-
ObIBaJI ASPOH, — IT0 HECKOJIbKY Pa3 B JIeHb PUHOCHT TIOJHOCHI C
€J10¥, HO HU pa3y He 3aiepKaJicsl B KOMHATE, YTOObI IIOTOBOPUTb.
Ecmu OnuBust IpOCHETCS ¥ YBUIUT OJEPKUMOTO AeMOHOM Bo-
JIE3HU... A9POH COBCEM HE XOTeJl MOBTOPEHUS ee MpeAblayIen
UCTEPUKH.

K HecuacTblo, KEHIUHBI B KPENOCTH y3HAIU O MOSIBJICHUU aH-
rejia ¥ Bceu TOJMNOM sIBUIUCHh noBuaath Onvsuio. Ho A3poH Hu
OJIHY U3 HUX Jake Ha mopor He nyctui. HeussectHo, kak Onu-
BUsI OTpearnpoBasia Obl Ha UX MpUcyTcTBre. Kpome Toro, Hu of1-
HA U3 HUX BCE PABHO HE 3HAET, KAK IOMOYb aHresry. A3pOoH crpa-



mmBadi. JlagHo, nagHo. He cipammBan — npoperyal.

XoTs1, NOKAITYH, OH COIIACHUJICS OBl BBIIEPKATh MPUCTYIIHI T1a-
HUKW OynuBUM, ecii Obl B pe3yJibTaTe OHA MPHUIILIA B CO3HAHME.
Kakoro apsiBona oHa He npocbinaercs? Takas HEMOABUKHAS. ..
OdeHb OCTOPOKHO, YTOOBI He TOMKHYTh ONMBUI0, ASPOH Tiepe-
KaTWJICS Ha CBOIO [TOJIOBUHY KPOBATH M IIOCMOTpEJ Ha Hee. Briep-
BbIE OHA HE NIPUJIbHYJIA K HEMY, a OCTAJIACh JIekKaTh B TOU K€ I10-
3e, 4To U paHblie. Ee koka crana 61eJHoi, MoYTH MpO3pavHOi,
CKBO3b HEe OTUETIMBO MPOCTYINaIU BeHbl. Bosockl cnytanuch B
NITUYbE THE3I0 BOKPYT T'OJIOBBI, IIIEKM BBAIMJIUCH, & KPOBb 3a-
TMeKJIach Ha UCKYCaHHBIX Ty0ax.

Jla’ke B TAKOM BHUJIE OHA OCTaBaJaCh HEBEPOSITHO KPacHUBOM.
HctrHHOE COBEpILIEHCTBO, ITYCTh U B IyX€ «3allMIIail MEHs BEY-
HOo». [Tpu B3m1sige Ha OnuBrio y A3poHa 3ameMuio B rpyau. He
W3-32 YyBCTBA BUHBI, HO U3-32 COOCTBEHHUYECKOT0, POoOHpaio-
IIETO JI0 KOCTEe! KeJIaHUs CTaTh €€ 3aIlUTHUKOM.

OnuBHS IOJKHA BBI3IOPOBETH, 4 €My ClieflyeT OT Hee n30a-
BUThCA. Kak MOkHO ckopee.

— Ecnu tak noyiger ganbiie, To OHa CKOPO YMpET, — IPOpPbI-
yaJl OH, INIS/iSl B TIOTOJIOK, HE YBEPEHHBIM, TOBOPUT JiU ¢ ee Eau-
HBIM Borom mimm ke ¢ 6oramu, KOTOPBIX 3HaJI caMm. — Thl 3TOro
xouerib? YToObl OIVH W3 TBOMX AHTEJIOB MEPEkKIT HEBOOOpa3u-
Mble My4YeHUs, TIpeskae yeM noruOHyTh? Thl Beb MOXeIllb cra-
CTH €€.

«[TocmoTpu Ha ceOs, — ¢ OTBpaIlleHHEM ToAyMasl ASPOH. —
VYMongems 0 XKA3HM Tak, Kak He AeJIajl HU OIUH CMEPTHBI».



Ho nasxe sta MbIC/Ib €0 HE OCTaHOBUJIA.

— [Touemy THI HE criacems ee?

TyT 10 ero ciyxa Joneren Npu3pavyHbli HAMEK Ha... pblya-
Hue? ASpPOH HampsArcs U MOTSAHYJICS K CTOJMKY 3a KHUHXaJIOM,
BHUMATEJIbHO OCMaTpuBas B3MIsIOM KOMHaTy. Kpome HuX ¢
OsmBuen 31ech 00JIble HUKOro HeT. Hukakoe 00xecTBO HE SIBU-
JIOCh, UTOOBI MOKAPATh €r0 32 HEYUTUBBIN TOH.

[MocrenenHo A3poH paccnaduiics, pelmB, YTO Haval CKasbl-
BaThCsl HEAOCHIII.

JlaBHO HacTymnwIa HOYb, U CKBO3b 3aCTEKJICHHBIC OAJIKOHHBIC
JIBEPU B CTIAJIBHIO JIMJICS CBET JIyHbI. Buj ObUT TAKMM YMUPOTBO-
pAoIMM, a ASpOH TaK yCTall, YTO €/1Ba HE MPOBAJIMICS B COH.
Ho ynepixaincs. Henb3s ceituac cnatb.

Yro on Oyner nenats, eciiu OnuBust ymper? CTaHeT Ju oruia-
KuBaTh ee, Kak I[lapuc cBoro Cuenny? Pazymeercsi, HET. A9poH
Beb coBceM He 3HaeT OnuBuio. CKopee BCero, OH NO4yBCTBOBAJ
Obl BUHY. be30pesxHbIli OKeaH BUHBL. Beslb OHa cnacia ero, a oH
HE CMOI' OTBETUTh €U TEM Ke.

«ThI ee He 3aciTyKUBaEIlIb», — IPOIIIEIECTEN B €ro ToJI0Be ro-
J10C, 1 A3pOH 3aMoprait. DTo TOBOPUT He FpocTh — TeMOp CIuII-
KOM HU3KHUH, pe3KUN U, KaK HU CTPAHHO, 3HAKOMbIi. Heyxenu
Cabun, onepxumbiii nemoHom CoMHeHus, BepHyJIcs u3 Puma u
Ternepb, Kak OOBIYHO HEYMBIIIUIEHHO, MBITAETCS TOIIATHYTh €ro
YBEPEHHOCTb B cebe?

— CabuH! — psBKHYJT A9POH Ha BCAKUU CITydail.

Her orsera.



«OHa CJIUIIKOM XOpOIIIa /s Te0si» .

Ha stor pa3 fpocts, BHE3AIIHO OXMBUBIINUCH, 3aMETAIICA Y
HEro B rojioBe, yapsisiCh O CTEHKU Yeperna.

3HauuT, 310 He CabuH. Bo-nepBbix, ASpOH He CIbIIIa O BO3-
BpalllEeHUH JAPYra, a BO-BTOPBIX, 3HAJ, YTO TOrO U HE AOJIKHO
OBITPH eIlle HeCKOJIBKO Hezlenb. BooOaBok B 9TuX (hpazax He 3BY-
YaJjio JIMKOBaHusI, a ieMoH CaOWHa UCTIBITHIBAT HEBEPOSITHYIO pa-
JOCTb, PacCIpOCTPaHsIs CBOM $111.

Kt0 *%e a10 ckazan? Kro oOiamaer BiIacTpi0 MBICJIEHHO T'OBO-
PUTB C HUM?

— Kro 31€ch? — TpeGoBaTenbHO cripocusl ASpoH.

«T10 He BakHO. Sl mpuinesn, YToObl UCLIETUTD ee».

Hcuienmutsb ee? A9pOH HEMHOTO pacciaduiics. ITOT rojoc uc-
NIOJIHEH MpaB/pl, Kak U y OnuBuun. Moxer, 310 aHresn?

— Cnacu6o.

«OcTaBb CBOIO OJ1arOIAPHOCTD MU cede, AEMOH.

Pa3Be MOxeT aHresn roBopuTh € Takou 3710cThio? Cropee Bce-
ro, Het. Vim Hekwii 60r OTBETWIJI Ha ero MOJILObI? ASPOH cuel
¥ 3TO MpPEANooKeHUe MajloBeposTHBIM. boram HpaBuTCs sB-
JISIThCSI BO BceM OJiecke cBoero Benukonenus. OHU He yIyCTUIn
OBl BOBMOKHOCTH TTOKA3aThCs U TIOTPeOOBaTh O1aroqapHOCTH. A
Oy 310 bor OnuBuM, BO3AyX KaKk MUHAMYM BHOPHUPOBAJ ObI
OT MCXOJSILEH OT Hero cuiibl. Bmecto aToro. .. mycrora. A3poH
HUYErO HE YyBCTBYET U HE OLIYIIAET.

«51 OT Bcel Ayllu HAJIEI0Ch, UTO, TPOCHYBUIMChH, OHA MOMMET,
YTO Tl HA CAMOM JieJie COOOM TPEICTABIISCIIIb>.



Tak kak roBopuBIIHii ObUT YBepeH, uyTo ONUBUS MPOCHETCS,
A>3pOH He 00paTvI BHUMaHUS Ha 3aByaJMPOBAaHHOE OCKOpOIIe-
HHe, CTOJIb BEJIMKO OKa3aJIOCh HAaXJILIHYBIIIeEe Ha HEro ooerde-
HUE.

— U 4ro ke st coboi nmpeacTaBisio?

He To 4yT0OBI MHEHUE HEBUIMMKH BOJTHOBAJIO A9POHA, HO TIO
OTBETY OH MOT JIOTa/IaThCsl, C KEM pa3roBapyBaeT.

«HUUTOXHBIN, TOPOYHBIH, 37T0OHBIN, TYIBIA, YIEPTHIA, 6e3-
HPaBCTBEHHBIN, HEJIOCTOMHBIA U OOPEUCHHBI».

— Ha camom peste To Tak HE JyMaelllb, — CyXO OTBETHII A9POH,
HaJesiCh CapKa3MOM OTBJIeYb BHMMaHHUE COOECEeIHWKA, W TeM
BPEMEHEM MeJJIEHHO MpUKpPbUl OJIMBUIO CBOMM TEJIOM, CIIOBHO
HIUTOM.

3700HbII ¥ TOPOYHBINA — 3TO KaYeCTBa, MpUMNHChBaeMble Bra-
JbpIKaM oxoTHUKaMu. Ho 3Tu Hananu Obl HA A9poHa, He TOTpy-
JUBILKCH MPEIJIOKUTH IOMOIb. Jlake CBOeU HaXMBKe.

OH cHOBa 3aJ1aJICs1 BOIIPOCOM, MOXKET JIM IOCETUTENb, HECMOT-
Ps1 Ha 3JI0CTh U SIBHYIO HEHABUCTh, OKA3aThCsl AHTEJIOM ?

B rosnoBe ero cHoBa 9XOM pa3HECIOCh pblYaHUe.

«TBOs IEP30CTH ML JOKA3BIBAET MOIO ITPABOTY. S MO3BOJIIO
OnuBuK y3HaTh TeOs, KAK OHA U XOTela, TaK KaK pacCUUTHIBAI,
9TO eil He TIOHPABUTCS TO, YTO OHA BBISICHUT. TONBKO. .. HE 00ec-
yecTb ee. Ecii mocMeeltis 310 caenarh, s HOXOPOHIO TeOs U Beex,
KTO TeOe Jopor».

— 9] Obl HUKOIIA HE. ..

«Tuxo. OHa ceiltyac MpOCHETCS».



Ci0BHO B JI0Ka3aTeibCTBO 3TUX CJIOB OJIMBHSA 3aCTOHANA.
A3pOHa OXBATMIIO HEBEPOSTHOE, HEOOBSICHUMOE OOJIerYeHHe.
CMIKoM CUIIBHOE 1Sl TOTO, KTO YTBEP:K/Aall, 4TO 3HATh HE 3Ha-
€T TOCTBIO U He cOOMpaeTcs ee OrulakuBaTh. B olHOM OH He co-
MHEBAJICH: KEM Obl HU OBLI €ro cOOECEIHNK, OH JEHCTBUTEILHO
HaJieJIeH HeMaJIo! BJIACTHIO, pa3 Tak ObICTpo BbIpBasl ONMBHIO U3
KOT'Te! CMEPTEJIbHOTO CHA.

— Crnacu60, — cHOBa ckazaji A3poH. — OHa cTpajiaia He3acny-
JKEHHO M. ..

«41 e Benen Tebe Momuats! Ecitn ocMenuIbest MoTpeBOXUTD
ee BO BpeMs HCIIeIieHHs], IeMOH. .. BooOitie-To s yxe 1ocTaTou-
HO Hatepriesicsi oT Te0s1 sl oqHoro Beyepa. Camoe Bpems Tebe
TIOCTIaTh».

Kax Ob1 A3pOH HU COMPOTUBIISIICS STOMY MTPUKA3Y, TEJIO €T
OOMSIKJIO Ha KpPOBAaTH B HECKOJIBKUX TioiMax ot Onusuu. [naza
3aKPBUIACH, HABAJIUJIACH COHJIMBOCTD, YTSIHYBINAsI €10, OpbIKaIo-
IIErocs ¥ KpUYaIiero, BO ThMy, KOTOPOU OH IMpeskjie 00pagoBa-
cs1 6bl. Tem He MeHee ThMa He ToMelana eMmy oOHSTh OJMBHIO
¥ TIPUBJIEYS K cede.

Ee mecTo psiiom ¢ HUM.

Bynyuu He B cujiax pa3ienurb Tskesble BeKd, ONrBUs BbITS-
HYJIa PyKU HaJl TOJIOBOM Y BbITHYJIA CIIMHY, YyBCTBY:, KaK Harpsi-
’KeHMe TOKUAaeT Mblipbl. «Kak ke xopomo!» YibIOHyBIIKCH,
OHAa TIIyOOKO B3I0XHYJIA M OIYTHJIA ApOMAT IK30TUUECKHUX CIie-
Uil 1 3anpeTHbIX paHTaszuii. [Ipexne ee oOnako HHUKOrA He



MaxJIo TaK. .. CeKCyasbHO. M He ObLIIO TAKUM MOYTHU JI0 HEeTTPUJIH-
YUSI TETIBIM.

Eil xoTenock fiexarh Tak eyl BEYHOCTh, HO aHTelaM Jie-
HOCTh HecBoUcTBeHHa. OnuBUs pelniia HaBecTUTh Jlucanapa.
Ecnu ToJIbKO OH He Ha CeKPETHOM 3aJJaHWH, KaK 4acTo ObIBAJIO,
WIX He 3anepcs co cBoer buankon. I[lorom oHa noneTur B pac-
nojioxxeHHyto B bynanerre kpernocts. IHTEpecHO, yeM cerogHs
3aiimeTcss AspoH? Ouapyer Jii ee B 0OYepeJHOW pa3 CBOEU Mpo-
TUBOPEYUBOCTbIO? [I0OUyBCTBYET JI CHOBA €€ MPUCYTCTBUE, XO-
T4, 110 Ujee, He JOJIKEeH, TOTpeOyeT JIU OT Hee SIBUTH cebst, Tops
*kKelaHuem youTn?

D1 yrpo3bl Beerga paHwin yyBctBa OJMBUM, HO OHA HE BU-
HuJ1a A3poHa 32 3710CTh. OH BeJlb HE 3HAET, KTO OHA U KAKOBHI €€
HaMepeHus1. «X04y, YTOObI OH y3HAJI MeHs». Ee cunTtaloT oueHb
npuBJjieKkareabHon 1 Muwiol. Hy, o kpaiiHen Mepe, Apyrue aHre-
a1 ONMBUS TIPE/ICTABJICHUS HE UMeJIa, YTO MOIyMaeT O ee 00JIu-
K€ OJIep)KUMBI IEMOHOM OECCMEPTHBIN BOMH — €€ TOJIHAS ITPO-
TUBOIOJIOKHOCTb.

Bot Tonmbk0 A3poH BOBCe He Kazaiics el jeMoHoM. Hukonm
o6paszom. OH Ha3biBaeT JIErMOH «AparolieHHOM MaJIbIIIKOW», TT0-
KyMaeT ey 1Ma/ieMbl ¥ yKpalllaeT CBOIO CHAJIbHIO B COOTBETCTBUMU
c ee BKycoM. [laxe nompocu apyra u coopara Majiokca cMma-
CTEepUTh Jis Hee KyIeTKy. Ty caMyio, ¢ pO30BBIM KPYKEBHBIM
MOK PbIBAJIOM, YTO CTOUT PSIJIOM C €TI0 KPOBAThIO.

OnuBus MeuTasna, YToObl B €ro KOMHATE TOSIBUJIACH KYIIIETKa
C KPYKEBHBIM MOKPBIBAJIOM U JIJIsI HEE.



«3aBUCTh TeOe HE K JIMIly, — HalIOMHHWJIA OHa cede. — Mo-
KET, y TeOsI M HeT TaKOW KYIIIETKH, 3aTO ThI MOJJApHIIa CMEX U pa-
JIOCTh OECUMCIIEHHOMY KOJIMUYECTBY JIIOJEH, HAy4Yria UX JIIOOUTh
Ku3Hb». la, ONuBUA UCTIBITBIBAJIA OT 3TOTO OIPOMHOE YHOBJIE-
TBOpeHue. Ho... Terepp et xouercs Oombiero. BozMoxkHo, oHa
BCer/ia XoTesa OoJIbIIero, MpoCTo He OCO3HABAJIA ITOTO JI0 CBOE-
IO «IPOJBHKEHUS TIO CITYKOE».

«Kakas xe s xaaHas», — oJgyMaJia OHa CO B3JIOXOM.

TBepaplii Kak KaMeHb, HO TIPY 3TOM IJIAJAKUNA MaTpac Moj| Her
TMOIIEBEJIUJICS U 3aCTOHA.

[Monoxaure-ka. Teepapil kak kameHb? Ilomeenwicsa? 3a-
croHas1? MrHoBeHHO OuHyBIIMCh, ONMBUS pacnaxHyJa [jiasa.
VBUJEHHOE — TOUHEE, HE YBUJIEHHOE — 3aCTaBUJIO €€ PE3KO CECTb.
Bokpyr He ObUTO HY TOITyOOBATON JABIMKY OT TIOJHUMAIOIIETOCS
COJIHIIA, HM MSTKUX IyIITUCTHIX 001aK0oB. BMecTo 3TOT0 e B30py
NpeJcTaa CrajbHs C HEPOBHBIMM KAMEHHBIMU CTEHAMU, [IEpe-
BSIHHBIM TI0JIOM U MTOJIMPOBAHHON MeOesblo BUIITHEBOTO JIepPeBa.

W ky1eTkoi ¢ po30BbIM KPYKEBHBIM MOKPHIBAJIOM.

Oco3Hanue npowusoiie/riero oopymmuiaoch Ha Onuuio. «Ila-
na. 4 nmana». OHa npoBajiuiack B aj, U JeMOHbL... «He nymai
o Hux!» OT masieiliiero BOCIIOMMUHAHUsI O CBOMX MYUHUTEJISIX ee
HayMHasa OUTh ApoXb. «Tenepp 51 ¢ AspoHoM. f B GezomacHo-
ctu». Ho ecn oHa AEWCTBUTENBHO CMEpPTHAs, MOYeMy ee Tejo
KQKETCSl TAKUM. . . 3J0pPOBbIM?

[Ipuiio HOBOE OCO3HAHKE — MOTOMY UTO B JIEMICTBUTEIIHHO-
CTU OHA HE YeJIOBEK.



[TpoiigeT yeThipHAAIATh THEN, BCIIOMHUWINCH ei ciioBa JIu-
caHIpa, TIPEkKAe 4YeM OHa yTPATUT CBOM AHTEJIbCKUE YEPTHI.
O3Hauvaert i 370. .. Morim i ee KpbUIbsl. . .

3akycuB ry0y, cTpaiiach HafesThesi, OuBUS 3aBesia pyKy Ha-
3a]] ¥ KOCHYyJIach COMHBL. TO, UTO OHA ONIyTWJIa, 3aCTABUJIO €€
TUIEYH OMYCTUTHCS OT OOJIErYeHuUsl U TPYCTU OTHOBpeMeHHO. Pa-
HBI 32KWJM, HO KPBLIbsl 3aHOBO HE BBIPOCIIH.

«Thl cpenana BeiOOp. VI monmyuwmiia omnpejeneHHble MOCe/-
crBusi». [la, oHa 310 MpuHMMaeT. M Bce ke cTpaHHO, 4To Oec-
KpBUIOE TeJIO MPUHAUIEKUT ei. Tesno, kotopoe He OyleT KUTb
BEYHO U KOTOPOE B PaBHOM CTENEHU YyBCTBYET U TIOXOE, U XO-
poree.

OnuBus nocrienwia yoeaurb ceds, 4To Bce B mopsiike. Beapb
OHa B Kpenocty Biaapik, oHa ¢ ASpOHOM. ASpOHOM, JIEKAIUM
ceituac nox Helt. Kak 3a6aBHo. 1o cux mop ee HOBOE TeJI0 UCTIbI-
TBHIBAJIO TOJIBKO IJIOXOE, Y TENEPb MPUILEN Yepe[l 111 XOPOLIETO.

OnuBHs cKaTuiach ¢ A3poHa U pa3BepHYJIACh, YTOObI JTydIlle
ero paccMotpethb. OH elre craj; YepThl ero JIMIa pacciabuimch,
OJIHY PYKY OH 3aKHMHYJI 32 TOJIOBY, a JIPYTYIO BHITSIHYJI BIOJb Te-
Ja, TaMm, rae paHblie Jgexana cama OnuBusi. OH OOHMMAT ee BO
cae. OHa MeuTaTeNbHO YJIBIOHYIAch, U CEp/lle ee HEUCTOBO 3a-
TpereTarno.

dyT60sKKM Ha ASpOHE He OBLIO, M 0CO3HAHUE TOTO (haKTa 3a-
CTaBWJIO ee cepjlie 3a0UThCs eltle cuiibHee. ONMBHS Criaja Ha ero
HIMPOKOW Pa3pUCOBAHHOM TPYIH, OLIyIIasl KPOILIEUYHbIE KOPUY-
HEBbIE COCKU, TYTUE MYCKYJIbl M BOJHYIOIIHIA MTyTIOK.



K coxanenuto, IKUHCH ASPOH He CHsLT. 3aTO CTYITHU €ro Obl-
i 6ocel, 1 ONUBHS yBUZENA, UTO JTaXKe MAJIbIBl HOT' Yy HEro Io-
KPBITHI TaTyupoBKamu. OuapoBaTesIbHO.

«OuaposarensHo? B camom nene? Yto ¢ 10601 TBOpUTCS 7»
TaTyupoBKM Ha majbliax U300paxanu yOUTsix UM Jmoneit. Tem
He MeHee ONMBUM XOTEIOCh OOPUCOBATh MAJBIIEM UX KOHTYPHL.
Ona mpoBena pykoi no 6adouke Ha rpyau. KoHUMKY KpbUTheB
ObLIM 320CTPEHHBIMU, YHUUTOKAs JIIOOOW HAMEK Ha XPYIMKOCTb.

[TouyBCcTBOBaB MPUKOCHOBEHUE, ASPOH B3J0XHYJI, 1 OnnBuUs
ornpsiHy;1a. Hu 3a 4to Ha cBeTe el He XOTeNoCh ObITh MOWMAaH-
HOW Ha 3aurpeiBaHuu ¢ HUM. Hy, 6e3 ero paspeienus. [puxe-
HUE OKa3aJioCh CWJIbHEE, YeEM OHA pacCUMTHIBAJIA, U OHA CBAJIU-
JIach C KpOBAaTH, IIJICMTHYJIACh HA MO ¥ OOJBHO yaapuiack. Bo-
JIOCHI B3METHYJIMCh HAJl €€ JINIIOM, ¥, OTKMHYB MX Ha3ajl, OHa 00-
HapyXuia, 4to pazOyauia ApoHa.

OH cen Ha NoCTeNM U TeNepb CMOTPEI Ha HEe CBEPXY BHU3.

CrnorHyB, OnvBHS CMYILIEHHO TIOMaxaJja eMy NajblaMu:

—D-3... gobpoe yTpo.

[Tpuiiy pyBIIUCH, OH OKMHYJI €€ B3IJISIIOM.

— Twt BeirIsi UG JTyuriie. Hamuoro syuaiie. — [onoc ero Obut
XPUILIBIM, BO3MOXHO, TIOCJIE CHA, 4 HE OT CTPACTH, KaK OTYasIHHO
HaJles1ach Kax/1as KJIeTouKa ee Teja. — Thl UCIeInIach?

— Jla, cnacu6o.

[lo kpaitnert Mmepe, OnuBus Tak gymana. Cepjile ee HUKaK He
YCTIOKaUBAJIOCh, TIPOAOJIKast OUThCSA ¢ niepedossmMu. B rpynu 60-
neno. Ilo cpaBHEHMIO ¢ TIepeHeceHHOW OOJbIO B CITHE 3TO OBUTH



CYIIIUE MyCTSIKU, HO BCE K& HEMPUBBIYHO. U Keynok OyHTYeT.

— Tobl npomyumnach Tpu AHA. Y 4TO, HUKAKUX OCIOKHEHUN ?
Huuero ve 6omur?

— Tpu gusa?

OHa u He JoragplBaJIach, YTO MPOIIUIO CTOJIBKO BpemeHu. 1
BCE K€ el e/IBa JI XBaTUJIO Obl TPeX THEW ISl IIOJTHOTO BhI3JIO-
POBJICHUSI.

— Kak BbIILIO, UTO 51 COBEPIIEHHO BbI30pOBEIa’?

A3pOH moOMpayHe.

— I[porwioit Houbto y Hac ObUT rOcTh. OH HE MPEICTABUIICS, HO
CKazaJ, uTo BelIeuuT Teds1. U, moxoxe, ciepxai cioBo. Keraru,
s1 eMy He TTOHPABUJICSL.

— Moii HaCTaBHUK.

PazymeeTcs, uciiensath ee ObUIO TPOTUB NIPABWII, HO Beab JIu-
CaHJIp TIOMOTaJI COCTaBJIATh ITU caMble MpaBwia. M, KOHEUHO,
3HaJI, KaK UX MOXHO OOONTH. AHresl, KOTOPOMY He HpPaBUTCS
Aspon? Touno Jlucanap.

AspoH cHoBa orJisiziest OJUBUIO, CIIOBHO IMBITASICh OOHAPYKUTh
HE3aXMBIIIME PaHbl, HECMOTPSI Ha CIIPABEIMBOCTh €€ 3asiBje-
Hus. Ero 3payku paciimpuanch, 1 4epHOTA MOJHOCTHIO MOMJIOTU-
Jia KpacuBy1o (pHoJIeTOBYI0 paay:xKy. He oT cuacTbs, a oT. .. sipo-
cru? CHoBa? OnuBHS HUYETO HE cesiaia, YTOOb YHHUUTOXKUTh
€ro MPeXHIO HeXHOCTh. MoxeT, JIncanap ckazai emy 4To-TO
ooumHoe?

—TBoe ruiaTke. .. — XpUILIO TPOU3HEC OH U OBICTPO MOBEPHYJI-
Cs K He!l CIIMHOM.



B3opy OnmBum npepcrana ero BTopasi TaTyupoBKa B BUje Oa-
60uku. HTepecHO, KaKOBBI 3TH 3a0CTPEHHBIE KPbUThSI HA BKYC?
Ee poT HanoiHUICS CIIIOHOU.

— Ilonpass ero.

Haxwmypusiivice, oHa ocMotpena cedsi. Konenu cornynuce, u
IUIaThe 33JPAJIOCh IO CAMOM TaJIUU, OTKPBIB B3IVIAAY KPOXOTHBIE
oenbie Tpycuku. OH He JOKeH ObUT Ha 3TO CePOUTHCS. AHbBA,
keHa JliocheHa 1 OOTMHSI AHApXUU, W30 THS B JIEHb HOCUT KY-
Ja MeHblle onexabl. Tem He MeHee OnMBUS HATSHYJA MSTKYIO
CTPYSILYIOCS TKaHb JI0 JIOJBIKEK.

— Bce B nopsike, — cka3asa OHa.

Korna AspoH NoOBepHyJICSl K HE, €ero 3payku MO-IpekHEMY
ObuTH pacipenbl. OH HAKJIOHWIT TOJIOBY HAOOK, OY/ITO 3aHOBO
MIPOUTPHIBAJI KX PA3TOBOP y ceOs1 B TOJIOBE.

— 3auem Tebe HACTaBHUK?

3TO HECJIOKHO OObSICHUTD.

— Kak u monu, aHressl JOIKHBI YUYUThCS BBIKABATh, IOMOTaTh
HY’K/IQIOIIMMCSI, CPakaThCsl ¢ IeMOHaMU. Mol HaCTaBHUK ObLIT —
Y OCTaeTcs — JIy4IlIUM B CBOEM POJIE, U MHE HEBEPOSATHO MTOBE3JI0
padoTaTh C HUM.

— HazoBu ero nms. — CiioBa nmpo3By4asy pe3ko 1 rpyoo, Tou-
HO yZap XJIbICTa.

OTkyna Takasi HeraTUBHAs peakius?

— lymato, Bbl ¢ HUM 3HakoMBbl. Thl BeJb 3Haelb JIucanapa, na?

3pauku A3pOHa HAaKOHEL] YMEHBIIWIIUCh, U CHOBA CTAJIM BUJ-
HbI (PUOJIETOBBIE pany kK1 — OJIMBHSA €1Ba HE YTOHYJIA B UX HEBE-



POSTHOM TTyOUHE.

— JIucannp besanku?

dopMynrMpoBKa BbI3BaJIa y Hee YIIbIOKY.

— [a. OH 1 KO MHE NPUXOAUJL.

— B Ty HOUB, KOT/1a THI CJIOBHO cama ¢ cOOO0U rOBOpHJIA, — I0-
HUMAIOIIE KUBHYJ ASpOH.

— Ja.

W Jlucanap ranupyet BepHyThcsi. Ho 06 aToM oHa ymonya-
na. HacraBHUK MOOUT ee 1 He TPOHET A9POHA, BO BCSKOM CIIy-
Yae T0Ka, Be/Ib €r0 CMEPTh, B CBOIO OYepeb, MPUUMHMIIA OBl eif
6oib. [To kpaitHeil Mmepe, ONMBHUS LEIUISIACH 32 9TY HAJEKY.

A>3pOH HaxMypuJCs.

— OnuBus, 3TU aHTeJILCKUAE BU3UTHI HA/I0 IPEKPATUTh. Y HAC
M TaK 3a00T XBaTaeT — C OXOTHUKAMH U C HAIIMMH JEMOHAMH.
Xotb Jlucanap Tebe u momor, 3a 4To sl OYeHb eMy Oarogape,
s1 He TI03BOJTIO, YTOOBI OH CHOBA BMEIITUBAJICSL.

OunuBHS HE CMOIJIa YAEPKATbCs OT CMeXa.

— Hy, ynauu TeGe.

[TbITaThbcsl OCTAHOBUTH aHresla — BCE PABHO 4YTO MbITATHCS
OCTaHOBUTb BETEP, APYTMMHU CJIOBAMH, HEBO3MOXHO.

OH HaxMypwiICs CUIIBHEE.

— Ectpb xouemn?

CwmeHa TeMbl ee He 00eCIoKOmIa, HA000pOT, el ObUIO TPHUST-
HO. ASPOH 4YacTo MpoAesbIBal MoJA0OHOE ¢ ApYy3bsMU, Oe3 Tpe-
JOYIpEsKACHUs IEPECKAKUBAsI C OHOIO HA APYTOe.

— O ga. Ymuparo ot ronopa.



— Torpa s Te0s1 MOKOPMITIO, TIPEX/Ie YeM OTBECTH B TOPO, —
CKa3aJl OH, CITyCKasl HOTY Ha I10JI ¥ MIOJHUMASCh C KPOBAaTH.

OnuBus Mpomokaia CHAETh HA TMOMy, OyITo mpupocia K
Hemy. Bo-nepBbix, A3poH npekpaceH. MycKyJIUCThIA U omnac-
HBIH, C TOJIOBBI 10 HOT TIOKPBITHIN PA3HOIBETHBIMU TATYUPOBKA-
MU. Bo-BTOpBIX. ..

— Tsl no-npexHemMy coOMpaenibCsi BHILBBIPHYTh MEHSI OTCIO-
ma?

— Pazymeercs.

«He cmen miakarp».

—Ilouemy? — Heyxenu Jlucanap ckasza emy 4To-T0 OOMAHOE,
KaK OHa U rnojo3peaja?

— Jlyume cripocu, ¢ yero Ol MHE IOCTYNaTh MHA4Ye?

OH npomaray B BaHHYIO M CKPbUICS M3 BHJA. 3allypluasia
O€7K/a, TOTOM pa3faJICs IIyM BOJIbI.

— Ths ke Bclo HOUB JiepXkail MeHsI B OOBATUSIX! — KpPUKHYIA
emy Bcaen OnvBust. — Thl TpU IHS 3200THIICS 000 MHE.

ITO XOTh YTO-TO Jja 3HAYUT, MpaBAa? MyK4MHBI TaK HE MOCTY-
NAaloT, €CJIM TOJILKO He BIIOOJIEHBI, pa3Be HeT? 3a Bce TO Bpems,
YTO OHA cJienia 32 ASpOHOM, HUKOTJa HE BUJEJIa €ro C KEHIIH-
Hoit. Hy, 3a uckmouenuem Jlernon, Ho MajieHbKas IeMOHecca He
B cueT. OH HUKOTAa He OOHMMAJI €e HOYb HAIpoJieT. 3HAUUT, €r0
BHUMaHUe K Hell, OJMBUM, COBEPIIIEHHO OCOOEHHOE, BEpHO?

OtBera He nocneoBao. Bckope B cialipHIO MPOCOYMIICS Map
¥ apoMart canjana, u OnuBus coodpasuia, 4To ASpoH MpUHUMA-
et mynr. Cepriie ee BHOBb 3aCTy4asio ObICTpee, BpeMs OT BpeMe-



HU IPOMycKasl yaapbl. ASpOH HUKOI/IA MPEXIe HE XOIWI B 1yl
B ee NpUCyTcTBUU. Beerna noxunancs, oka oHa yuzer.

Kenanve yBuaeTh ero 0OHa)XEHHOE TEJIO CTAJIO0 ee HaBax/ie-
HUEM.

Ectb 11 y Hero tam tatympoBku? Mexay Hor To ects? Ecin
14, TO Kakue u300pakeHusi OH BHIOpas?

«M mouemy MHe Xo4eTcs MONM3aTh UX TaK *ke, Kak U 0abou-
KM Ha ero tene? — [Ipencraiss, kak oHa 310 nenaer, OnuBus
MIPOBeJIa SI3BIKOM 110 I'yOam 1 3acThia OT u3ymyeHust. — [Lnoxas,
VCTIOPYEHHAs 1eBYOHKA». CTOJIb CUJIBHOE KEJIaHHUE . . .

«Hy, 51 Bestb G0sTBIIIE HE aHTeJT», — HATOMHUJIA OHA ce0e, Tepsist
rOJIOBY OT HEOOXOAMMOCTH YBUAETh OOHAKEHHOE TeJI0 ASpOHa U
nonpoOOBaTh €ro Ha BKYC. 3HAUUT, TAK OHA U TIOCTYIIUT — YBUIWT
u ionpodyer. [Tocse Beero, 4To eii 10BeoCh nepexkuTh, OIUBHS
3aCITy’)KMBaeT HeOOJBIIIOTO BO3HATPAKICHUS. A MOXET, 1 OOJb-
moro? B mo6om ciiyyae oHa He yWAeT U3 KPerocTd, MoKa He
B3[JISIHET HA A9POHA XOTh OTHUM IJIa3KOM.

OnuBHA pemMTeNbHO NOAHSAIACh HA HOTH, HO, HE B CHJIAX
yZepXkaTh paBHOBecue 0e3 KpbUIbEB, TYT K€ OMPOKHUHYJIACh BIle-
pen. Konenu nponsuna peskas 60ib, 1 OnuBHS TOMOPIIUIACD.
Ho 310 oHa MoxeT crepriers. [locie Toro Kak el BBIpBaiu Kpbl-
JIbsI, OHA, KQKETCs, CIIOCOOHA BBIAEPKATH UTO YTOTHO.

Ona cHoBa Bcrasna. M cHoBa yniaia Ha nost. I'p-p-p! Lllym Bozibl
CTUX CJUIIKOM paHo. [To MpamMopHOMY Oy 3alllIenani MOKpbIe
HOI'H, 3aTEM Pa3iajicsl LIOPOX CHUMAEMOTr'O MOJIOTEHIIA.

«[Tocrienm!» IToka He cTano CAUIIKOM MO3/IHO.



YrtoObl ynepxaTh paBHOBECHE, OHA BHICTABUIIA OJJHY HOT'Y BIIe-
pen, a Ipyrylo Ha3aj] U, pa3Bels PyKU B CTOPOHBI, ME/IJIEHHO BbI-
NpsAMWIACh BO BeCh pocT. [lokauHynace BJIEBO, IOTOM BITPaBoO,
HO B 3TOT pa3 ycTosiia Ha Horax. «Mau xe!»

VBB, €€ ka0 pa3zoyapoBaHUe — A3POH yKe BBIIIE] U3 BaH-
HOU, 0OMOTaB OJTHO TOJIOTEHIIe BOKPYT Oefiep, a Ipyroe — rnope-
cuB Ha 1et. CaumkoM no3aHo. Baxael «['p-p-p!».

— Tot Tak ObicTpo mOMbLICA. HaBepHsika mpormycTun ma-
PY-TPOWKY I'PsI3HBIX MATeH! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia OIUBUSIL.

He rnap4 B ee CTOPOHY, OH NPUHAJICA COCPENOTOYEHHO epe-
Ouparh CoIepKUMOe KOMOJA.

— Her. Huuero g He nporycTui.

Ox.

— Teneps TBOsI OUepeIb, — Mpou3HeC ASPOoH, Kiaas pyTOOIKyY
Ha KOMOJ U NMPUHUMASICh BBITUPATh BTOPHIM MOJOTEHIIEM CBOU
KOPOTKHE BOJIOCHI.

Ona yxe roopuia, uto oH npekpacen? Eil ciepoBaio Ha-
3BaTh €r0 «BEJIUKOJICTTHBIM.

— Mens ouumiaer 1iarse. — MIHTEpecHO, ASPOH TOXE CIIbI-
IIUT, YTO OHA TOBOPUT C MPHUIbIXaHHUEM ?

OH HaxMypwJcs, MO-IPeKHEMY CTapasiCb He CMOTPETh Ha
Hee.

— Jlaxxe BoJtochI?

- Ha.

JlpokalumMu pyKaMuy OHa HaTsIHYJIa KAMIoUIOH Ha rOJIOBY, BbI-
KJana Bpems, 1aBasi BOMIIEOCTBY CBEPIINTHCS, U CHOBA CHSIA.



Korna Tkanb cockonb3Hysna, OnuBus poBesia pyKol Mo BOJIO-
caM, BHOBb CTaBUIMM IVIaJKUMU U IIEJTKOBUCTHIMMU.

— Buaumn? OHO ouniaer MeHsI LETUKOM.

A3pOH OCMOTpEN €e C TOJIOBHl 0 HOT, 3a/epKaB B3IV B
OTpeIeJICHHBIX MECTaxX, OTYEro ee KpoBb 3a0ypiiuiia, a KOXy Ha-
yaJio NMoKajbBaTh. Koraa masa ux BCTPETUIUCh, 3padku A3po-
Ha BHOBb PacCIIMPWINCh U YEPHOTA MOIJIOTUIA (DHOJIETOBYIO pa-
JYXKKY.

B camom piene, yem oHa Tak ero pasgpaxaer?

— Buxy, — pbIKHYJ1 ASPOH, pa3BEPHYJICS HA MATKAX U IPOILIET
B CBOIO rap/iepoOHY10, CKPBIBIIUCH U3 BUjA. [lonoTeH e B3MBbLIO
B BO3/yX U IUIEMHYJIOCh Ha MOJ.

«OH cHOBa 0e3 oziekpl, — mogymMasia OMBHS, MOMEHTAJTBHO
103a0bIB PO €ro THEB. — DTO TBOM IAHC». YCMEXHYBIIUChH, OHA
JIBUHYJIACh BIEPE]] M CyMelia CAeJaTh Napy I1aroB, Mpek/jie 4YeM B
OuEepeHOM pa3 CIIOTKHYJIAch U ynasa Ha KojieHu. OCTaTok MmyT!
OHa Ipeoj1oJieNa MoJI3KOM, C TPYIOM JbIIIA.

— Yro ThI enaenn?

OsnuBHS MOHSIA TOJIOBY. ASPOH 3aCThLT B JIBEPSIX rapiepoo-
HOM, OIEThIl B YepHyI0 (pyTOOJKY, KUHCH U canord. JomKHO
OBbITh, OH BCE CBOE MYCKYJIMCTOE TeJio oOBelian opyxuem. [a-
3a ero ObUIM MPUIIYPEHBI, a TYOBI HEIOBOJILHO CKAThI B TBEPIYIO
JIMHUIO.

Onsate He noBesso. OMBUS pa304apOBAHHO B3/I0XHYJIA.

— Boo0biiie-to He BakKHO, — IPOU3HEC OH, SIBHO YCTaB JIOKH-
JaTtbcA ee oreera. — Ham nopa.



[Tpsimo ceitvac?

— Tsl He MOXenTb OTBeCcT MeHs B ropoA! — Beimamia Omu-
Busl. — 51 TeOe HyxkHa.

A>pOH 4TO-TO MPOOOPMOTAI cede Mo HOC, MOCIe Yero g0oa-
BWJI TPOMYE:

— Bpsag . MHe HUKTO HE HYKEH.

AX, Heyxenn?

— He 3a0biBaii, 4TO KOro-T0 00S3aTENHLHO MPUIILTIOT BBION-
HUTB paboTy, KOTOPYIO 51 HE CMOIJIa caesaTh! Pa3 Thl He Oy THII
npucyTcTBus Jlncanapa, Korna OH HaBemal MeHs, TO ¥ APYToro
aHTeJa MOYyBCTBOBATh HE CMOJKEIIIb.

A>PpOH CKpecTH1 pyKU Ha MOITHOU Tpyau, sIBJisisi COOOM Ku-
BOE BOILIOIIEHUE MY KCKOTO YIIPSMCTBA.

— Ho Te6s-10 51 omryTwi, He npaBaa am?

Ha, onrytu, xotst ONMMBHSA Tak U He COOOpas3miia, Kak emMy 3TO
y/AAJI0Ch.

— Kaxk 1 yxe ckazaia, Jlucangpa Tel He MO4yBCTBYelllb. 1 xke,
HAIPOTUB, MOTY BUJETh aHTeNOB. M cymelo nmpeaynpenuTs Teds
00 UX MPUOTMKEHNH.

Boo6r11ie-To oHM He puayT 32 A9pPOHOM B TeUEHHE €€ YeThIp-
HAJIIATUIHEBHON OTCPOYKH — Ha CAMOM [IeJie OIMHHAIIIATH THEB-
HOM, BeIIb TP THS YK€ MPOIUTH, — HO eMy 00 9TOM 3HATh BOBCE
He 0013aTEIBHO.

A>pOH MOIBUTAJT YETIOCTBIO BJIEBO-BIPABO, OTYETO TATyHPOB-
KM Ha ero JINIe UCKA3ITUCh.

— TwI ckazana, uro ronogna. Minem, paznoOymem tede 4To-Hu-



Oyb MOECTb.

Ha s10T pa3 cmeHa temsl pazoszmwia OnuBHIO, HO OHa MPo-
MoJTJaja, TOHUMasl, YTO TPenrpaThesi ¢ HUM Oecrione3Ho. Kpo-
ME TOrO, OHa U MpaBAa Xo4yeT ecTb. OHa NOAHAIACH HA KOJIEHH,
3aTeM OCTOPOXKHO BeTasia. OIuH 11ar, BTOPOM. . . TpeTHil. .. Bcko-
pe oHa cTosiyia repen; ASpOHOM, TOPJKECTBYIOIIE YITBIOASCH.

— Hy u 4to 3710 OBLIO? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Xonpoa.

— ThI Tak 10MTO 111714, YTO $1 YCIes MOCTApeTh JIET Ha MATh/e-
CAIT.

Ona B3/1epHYy/1a NOI0OPOIOK, HUYYTh HE 00ECKYpakeHHAsI €ro
rpyOOCTHIO.

— Yro k, 3aT0 A HE yrnania.

A3pPOH MoKavyaJl roJI0BON — pa3ipaxeHHO? — U B3s1J1 €€ 32 py-
Ky.

— Upaewm, anren.

— IMagmmii, — aBTroMatuyecku nornpasuia OnuBus, Tperenia
OT MPUKOCHOBEHHUSI €r0 TEIUIbIX CUJIbHBIX NaJIbIEB. YyBCTBO, KO-
TOPBIM €l OBUIO 3aMPEIeHO HACTAKAAThCS.

Korga AspoH motsiHyn ee Brepel, OHa CHOTKHYJIAch O cOO-
crBeHHble cTynHU. K cuactelo, nipexae, yem OnuBus ycriena
CHOBA IOLIEJIOBATh 3eMJII0, A9POH PE3KO JIEPHYJI €€ BBEPX, a 3a-
TeM Ipuxkai K ceoe.

— Cnacu6o, — mpobopMoTaa oHa.

Terepp oHa ornymaer ceds IMmo-HacrosmeMy kuBou. [Ipu-
JIbHYJIA K ASPOHY TaK TECHO, Kak Toibko Moria. Ctonetusmu



OnuBus HaOMoAaNa, Kak JIOIU YCTYNAIOT HU3MEHHBIM KeJlaH!U-
sIM, HO JIO TIOSIBJIEHUSI 30JI0TOTO TyXa B KPbUIbsIX HUKOTIA HE 3a-
JOyMbIBaJIaCch, IOYEMY OHH Tak JealoT. Ceiiuac oHa 3HaeT: Kaxk-
JI0€ KacaHWe BOCXUTUTENbHO. TakuMm, I0JKHO ObITh, ObLIO 510710~
KO EBblL.

OnuBHH XOTENIOCH OOJIBITIETO.

— Tw siBsICIITE COOOM Yyrpo3y, — poOypuan A3poH.

— [onesnyro yeposy. — Bo3MOXHO, eclii HAOMUHATH 00 3TOM
royvariie, OH HaKOHeIl OMMET, YTO EUCTBUTENILHO HYKJIAeTCS B
HEMH.

He ynocrouB oTBeTOM, A3pOH NOBEI €€ M0 KOPUAOpY, HOMO-
rasi yep:KMBaThCsl B BEPTUKAJILHOM MOJIOKEHUU. A Ha JIECTHUILIE
€My BOOOIIIEe PUIILJIOCH B3SITh €€ Ha PyKH, YTO OBLJIO eIlle JTydlIle.
OnvBus HAacTAaUIACh OBl CUTYaIed B OOJBIIEH CTETIeHH, ECIIH
Obl He OTBJICKAJIACh Ha OKPYKaIIylo 00cTaHOBKY. CTeHBI Kpe-
MIOCTU YKpalllaJld KapTUHbI, N300paxaroiiye kak Hebeca ¢ napsi-
IIMMU B OOJIaKax aHTesaMHu, Tak ¥ aji. ONuBYsI HAMEPEHHO OTBE-
JIa B3IJISI/T OT TIOCTIE/IHUX, YTOOBI He MYUYHTh CeOsi BOCTIOMUHAHU-
sIMU O TIPOBEIGHHOM TaM BPEeMEHHU.

Tak:ke UMenuch MOJOTHA ¢ OOHAKEHHBIMU MYXXYMHAMHU, Be-
JIMYECTBEHHO BO3JIEKABIIUMU Ha MIEJKOBBIX MPOCTHIHSAX. Onu-
BUSI TAPAlWIACh HA HUX BO BCE IJ1a3a, HUMAJIO HE CMYTUBILHUCD,
Jlake KOrjia MpUIIUIOCh yTEpeTh CMoHY. Bee 3T0: Koka. .. MycKy-
JIBL. .. MOIIb... — KyAa JIy4Ille CMOTPEJIOCh Obl, C TOJIOBBI O HOT
MOKPBITOE TATYMPOBKAMHU.

— YkpatieHreM goma 3aHuManach AHbs. Tak 4to Tebe ryure



3aKpBITh I71a3a, — MPOU3HEC AIPOH CBOMM TITyOOKHM TOJIOCOM,
Hapylas ee up AJ I71as.

— Iouemy? — 3akpbiBaTh I1a3a npocro npecrynHo! bes co-
MHEHHUs1, 9TUM MOCTYIIKOM OHa ockopOuia Owl cBoero bora, Beapb
el KaK pa3 M MOJIaraeTcsi BOCXUIIATLCS €r0 TBOPEHUSIMMU.

— Panu Bcero cBsToro, Tel ke aHren. Tebe He clieqyeT CMOT-
peTh Ha TaKKe Belly.

— IMagmmmii, — cHoBa HanomHmIa emy OmnuBusi. — TeGe-To OT-
KyZa 3HaTh, UTO MHE CJIE[IyeT JeJlaTh, a UTO HET?

— IIpocro... 3akpou rnasa.

[ToctapuB OnMBUIO HA HOTY U TIOAJEPKUBAsT, ASPOH 3aCTaBUI
€€ 3aBEPHYTb 3a yroJ.

BHe3anHoO ee cityxa goctur Xop rojaocoB, 1 OJMBHSA HaIpAr-
J1ach ¥ CIIOTKHYJIACh, HE TOTOBAsI UMETh JIENIO C KeM-HHUOyb ellle,
Kpome A3poHa.

— OcroposkHee, — cka3a OH.

Ona 3amemmna mmar. Jliomu Henmpeackasyembl, a ero Oec-
CMEPTHBIE APY3bsl — U MTOJABHO. XYK€ TOrO, TENeph €€ TEJIO BOC-
NPUUMYMBO K JII0OOro pona Hacwmmio. Ee MoryT mbitath, ¢u-
3UYECKH, AYXOBHO U SMOIIMOHAJILHO, U €1 HE YAACTCS YJIETETh
pOYb.

Ha neGecax Bce apyr apyra moOst. Tam HeT HU HEHAaBUCTH,
HM KECTOKOCTH. 37IeCh ke JoOpOTa He B YeCTH, a JIOAU YacTo
003BIBAIOT APYT JPYyra YKACHBIMH CJIOBAMH M YHUKAIOT, YMBIIII-
JICHHO paHs rOpAOCTb.

OnuBHS € paIOCTHIO TIPEATIOUsIa Obl MPOBECTU KAKIYI0 MUHY-



Ty CBOEW CMEPTHOM ’KM3HU HaeIuHe C ASPOHOM.

«[TomHUIIB, KK THI BRIOMpaAIa Mex Ty 1oOpoM u 310M? Torma
Tl PELIWIa, YTO BO3MOKHOCTh TMOJYYUTh YIOBOJIBCTBUE CTOUT
4ero yrogHo. Tak 4to Tl cipaBuiibes. JlomkHa».

— Thl B mopsiike? — cripocui A3poH.

— [a, — pemmrensHO oTO3Baviack ONUBHSL.

OHM 0O0THYJIH €llle OIMH YTOJI U BOIILJIM B CTOJIOBYIO. A3POH
ocraHoBuJIcs. ['0j0ca MTHOBEHHO CTUXJIA. BBICTpO ocMOTpeB-
ek, ONMUBKSA yBUJEIIA, UTO 32 JIOMSIIUMCS OT €/Ibl CTOJIOM CH-
JAT 4eTBepo. YeTBepo MOTEHIUATIbHBIX MYyUYHUTEIEH.

Ot cTtpaxa y Hee miepexBaTujio apixaHue. He oco3HaBasi, 4to
JieJIaeT, OHA BbIBEpHYJIAch U3 OOBATHIA ASPOHA U, OTCTYIUB Ha-
3a]1, CIpsATaIach EMy 3a CIIMHY, YIEPIIUCh B HEe JIaAOHSIMU, UTO-
OBl yIepKaThCsl HA HOTaXx.

— Hakonen-to. CBexee aHreiabCKoe MCLO, — C XPHUIUIBIM
CMEILIKOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA KEHIIUHA. — A MBI-TO YK PELLWIU, YTO
AspoH cobupaercs npstath Tedst BeuHo. Hy, st Obl Takoro Bce
PaBHO HE JOMYCTUJIA, caMa MOHUMaelllb. $1 yxke OThICKasla CBOIO
BEPHYIO OTMBIUKY M HAMETUJIa Hallly ¢ TOOOW BCTpeuy Ha Cero-
JHSIUIHIOK MOJTHOYb.

Bcrpeuy B iyxe «IpUSITHO TTO3HAKOMUTBCSI» WM «KakK Tebe
Ha OIILyIIb MO KJIMHOK» ? CKopee Bropoe. OnMBuUs y3HaJIa rojaoc
Kaiin Ckaiixoyk, onusHena besinku u crapiieii cectpsl [ BeH. I1a
Kaiis1 — noromok camoro Jlionudepa, BOpoBKa M JIKUBask FApIus.
Ona nomoraer Bnagpikam B monckax japua [langopsl 1 rotoBa
YHUYTOXWTS JTIOOOTO, KOTO TIOCUUTaeT yrpo3oit. Hampumep, an-



rena.

I'Ben, mutagimas us cecrep Ckarxoyk, )KUBET B Kperoctu ¢ Ca-
OUHOM, XOTs1, HACKOJIbKO OJIMBUM N3BECTHO, B HACTOSIIIEE BpEMS
9Ta Mapoyka HaxoauTcs B Pume BMecTe ¢ ellie HeCKOJIbKMMU BO-
uHaMu. OHU 3aHSTH TIATEBHBIM OCMOTPOM OJHOTO M3 BHOBb
MOSIBUBIIMXCSI M3 BOJT MOPCKUX XPaMOB THTAHOB, HAJIESICh HANTH
apreakThl, HEKOr1a npuHaaiexasimye KpoHocy.

['mynomy KpoHocy, kotoporo Bnaapiky cuuTanm BCeCHIIb-
HbIM. Eciti Obl OHUM TOJIBKO 3HAJIH. . .

— $1 GBI Ha TBOEM MecTe TIONPUAEPKAIT S3bIK, — TPETYTTPE T
rapImio TOT, KOro HazbiBasu [lapucom.

OnuBHS YKPaJKO# BHIIJISIHYJIA U3-3a IJIeda A9pOoHa.

— INouemy? — Gecrieuno cripocuna Kaiis. — ymaenb, A3poH
Ha MeHs1 Habpocutcsi? TeOe Ju He 3HaTh, KaK 51 OO0 OOpPBOY.
B macne.

[Tpy BoCIOMUHAHUU O COOCTBEHHOM MAJIONPHUSITHOM OIbITE
60prObl B Maciie [Tapuc nomxkan ryosl. OH cpaxaics ¢ Jlucana-
pom. OnuBHYM OBl 3TO 3pENUIIE TOHPABUIIOCH.

— Her, 3amomyats Tebe cenyer He u3-3a AspoHa. [Ipocrto Te-
Oe Tak OOJIbIIIE UJIET.

[apriusa ¢eipkHyIa, 1 OnuBus yiaplOHynack B otBeT. He my-
yrmas 0oJble 00Je3HEHHBIMA BOCIIOMAUHAHUAMUA, OHA, K CBOE-
MY YAMBJIEHHIO, OOHAPYKMJIA, YTO U CTPax Mepes IeMOHAMH TI0-
6rexk. Moxert, eil 1 paBjia yIacTcsi COBIaAaTh ¢ COOOH.

— 31, OnuBus, — obparuics K Heii [lapuc, — Kak Thl ceOs 4yB-
creyenb? Tebe myurme?



— Hla, cnacu60, — OTBETHIIa OHA, HEe TIOKU/1ast CBOETO YKPBITHS
3a CIMHOM A3pOHa.

— M-M-M, xXotel OBl g JaTh TeOe KOe-4To, 3a 4TO JEUCTBUTED-
HO CTOUT OJIaroiapuTh.

OnuBus Aorajajiack, 4YTo 3TO MOAAI TOJ0C YUIIbsM, MOPOY-
HBII KpacaBUMK C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU WM TOJTYOBIMU IJIa3aMHU.
HeykpoTumpblii pa3BpaTHUK CO CTPAHHBIM YyBCTBOM IOMOpPA, KO-
TOpPOE OHA He Bcerja MoHUumMalla.

— Komy-To crout koe-uto Tebe oTpe3arh paau Onara Bcex
JKEHIIVH.

Pervka npuHaanexana Kameo, eaMHCTBEHHON >KEHIIMHE
Bnagpike. Hy, enuHCTBEHHOI, 0 KOTOpOM UM u3BecTHO. Kameo
— onepxumasi geMoHoM [levanu, u MOTOMy B €€ rojioce 3BYUYUT
BCS1 CKOpOb MHpa.

Buezanmno OnuBum 3axotesnioch ee oOHAThL. Hukto He mora-
IbiBasics, yto Kameo Kaxaplil Beuep IiayeT mnepes CHoM. JTO
pocTo paspbiBaio cepaie. OnuBus noaymana, uTo, BO3MOXK-
HO, YJIaCTCsI MOAPYKUThCS ¢ Kameo, CHOBa yAUBIISISICH TOMY, UTO
CTpax OTCTYIHIL

— Hy, npsimo ceiiyac 00 3ToM U pedyn ObITh HE MOXKET, — MPO-
usHec A3poH, cHoBa Oepst OnuBUIO 32 PYKY, U, IIarasi BIiepes,
NOTSHYJ ee 3a coOoil. [Tofoiist K CToy, OH BBIZIBUHYI ISl Hee
CTYJL

OsnuBuYS KauHyJsa FOJIOBOM, MO-IIPEKHEMY IS B MO

— Her, criacu6o.

— [Touemy?



— 51 He xouy cuaeth ogHa. — OcoOeHHO TocIe TOro, Kak mo-
3HaJIa OMakeHHOe OlTyIeHre OMM30CcTH ASpOHa, CriepBa B Kade-
CTBE €€ MaTpaca, I0TOM — OIOPHI.

B3noxHyB, oH cam munoxHyscs Ha ctyin. Crapasch caepxarh
TOPXKECTBYIOIIYIO YAbIOKY, ONMBHUS yCTPOUIIACh Y HETO HA KOJIe-
HAX. JIagHO, HAa caMOM Jiesie OHa IUIETHYJIAch K HEMY Ha KOJICHHU.
Benp 6e3 ero nogaep:xku eil He 3a 4To ObLIO YIENUThCS. ASpOH
Harpsrcsi, HO He OTTOJIKHYI €e.

OHa NoHsATUsI HE UMeJia, KaK CUJISIIKE 32 CTOJIOM BOCHPUHSI-
JIM 3TO MAJIEHBKOE MPEJCTABJIEHUE, IOTOMY YTO MO-IPEKHEMY
Jepkaia riasa onymeHHbIMU. CaMoii el ObLJIO OUeHb CITIOKOWHO
Y XOTEJIOCh BECh JIEHb [TPOBECTH Ha KOJIEHSIX Y A3pOHa.

— I'1e octasibHbIe? — NOUHTEPECOBAJICS OH TaK, CJIOBHO Pa3ro-
BOP U HE MPEPHIBAJICS.

— JllockeH U AHbsSI B TOpOZiE, BCE ellle UIyT TBOW [leByIn-
Ky-u3-Tenu, — mosicaun IMapuc. — TopuH, Kak 0OBIYHO, B CBOEH
KOMHaTe, HaOII0IaeT 3a OKPYKAIOIUM MUPOM M OXpaHsieT Hac.
Hanuka. .. — [Tpy ynoMrHaHuM 3TOr0 UMEHU A3POH B3POrHYII,
n OnuBusA yCNOKaMBAOLIE MOXJIoNnajna ero no pyke. OH 1o cux
IO UCTIBITHIBAET YyBCTBO BUHBI 32 TO, UTO €/]Ba He YOMII MOJpY-
ry Pelieca. — J[laHuka 4Tto-TO pHUCYyEeT, HO NIOKA HE TOBOPUT, UTO
VMMEHHO, a DUUIMH IPOCMATPUBAET CBUTKH, NlepeJaHHble KpoHo-
COM, MBITASICh BCIIOMHUTb, CJIBIIIAJA JIM PA3rOBOPbI O KOM-THO0
U3 CIIUCKA.

OsnuBus 3HaNA, YTO B YIIOMSIHYTHIX CBUTKaX MEPEYMCIIEHBI I10-
9TU BCe OECCMEpPTHBIC, OfIEPKUMBIE JIEMOHAMMU, BBIPBABIITMMUCS



u3 sapua [lanaopbl. AHresbl CTOJIETUSAMU CIIEANIINA 32 HUMU, TaK
yto OJIMBUS B KYpCe, I7le HEKOTOpble U3 HUX KUBYT. [Ipurosopur
71 ee cOOCTBEHHAsI paca K CMEpTH, €CJIM OHa paccKaxeT Brabl-
KaM To, YTO el u3BecTHO? HapyIuT i1 oHa TeM caMbIM ApEBHUNA
3aKOH?

— O, 6oru, Pa3Bpar, Ham ctont nepenmMeHoBath Te0s1 B CKyKy.
HaBail morosopum o yeM-HUOyIb Oosiee BecesioM. Pa3se He mo-
JlaraeTcs BHayaJsle NpeICTaBUThCA? — NMOACKa3al YWIbAM. — ITO
e 3IeMEHTapHasl BEXKJIMBOCTb.

— C kakux mop TeOsI BOIHYIOT MpaBUJIa MPUIAIHS ? — PIBKHYJI
A3pOH.

— C 31X caMBbIX.

OnuBus ycrblana, Kak OH CKPHUITHYJT 3yOamH.

—39r10 OmBus. OHa aHres, — CKa3ajl OH, HU K KOMY KOHKPETHO
He oOpatasch. Ero rpyOslil TOH He nperosiarai pa3BUTHUsI TEMBI.

—ITagmumi aHresn, — TeM HE MEHEE MOMNpaBUJIa OHA M HE CMOIJIa
cliepkaTh palOCTHBIN BO3IVIAC, 3aMETUB Ba3y C BUHOIpajaoM. Tpu
IHS TOJIONA JaBaJi O ceOe 3HATb.

YMeHue neanThCsl U yMEPEHHOCTD — J1Ba €€ HEM3MEHHBIX KU3-
HEHHBIX [TPUHLMIA — OTOLIUIA HA BTOPOM IUIaH, KOIJla OHA CXBa-
TWIa Ba3dy M Npukajla K cBoell rpyau. IlpuropiiHamu oTpbl-
Basi BOCXUTUTEJIbHBIE ATO/Ibl, OHA OTIIPaBJIslIa UX B POT OJHY 32
JPYroii, HaclakAasich BKYCOM U MOCTaHbIBasi OT YIOBOJLCTBUS.
Ouens ckopo Ba3za omycrena, 1 OIMBUA HAXMYPUJIACh — TIOKA HE
3aMeTHJIa TapesKy ¢ KyCOYKaMu sIONoKa.

— BkycHsaTuHA. — OHa MOTsAHY/ACh 3a JJAKOMCTBOM U €/1Ba He



OIPOKMHYJACh, HO CHJIbHBIE PYKH ASpOHa Jierv Ha ee Oefpa,
yZepKuBasi Ha MeCTe | 3aCTaBiisAsl Tpernerars. — Cracuoo.

— He 3a 4t0, — npoxpurei oH.

OnuBKs C yIbIOKOW YMBIKHYJIa TapeiKy CO CTOJa U BHOBb
ycrpousiack y AspoHa Ha KosieHaX. OH HarpArcs v cjaerka ToJK-
HYJI €€ B MOSICHUILY, HO OHa He 0OpaTiia BHUMaHUsI, OBICTPO TIO-
rIomIasi KyCOUYKM siONoKa M MOCTaHbIBasi OT YIOBOJbCTBUsA. Te-
nepb, KOrJa OHA CTajla YeJI0BEKOM, €/1a Ka3ajlach ellle BKYCHee.
Cnamie. [TpuHsTHE MUK U3 TIPUBBIYKY MPEBPATUIACh B HEOO-
XOIUMOCTb.

Hakonenl HackiTuBIIMCh, ONUBUS OMIsgenach, 4YToObl Mpe-
JIOXKUTh KOMY-HUOY/Ib OCTaBIIIUICS Kycouek sionoka. U noHsina,
YTO, [0KA OHA €14, BCE OCTaJIbHBIE HE CBOAWJIM C Hee m1a3. Ena B
JKEJTy[IKe HAINJIACh CBUHIIOBOU TSAKECTBIO.

— IIpoctute, — aBTOMaTM4ECKM MPOU3HECHIA OHA, rajias, 4To
OIATH C/AeJaJIa He TakK.

— 3a yTo Thl U3BUHSEIIbCA? — cripocuiia Kaiist. B ee ronoce He
OBLJIO 3JI0CTH, JIMIIH HETIOAAETbHOE JTIOOOIBITCTBO.

— Bce Ha MeHs1 cMOTPST, U s oayMadna. .. — Jla 1 ASpoH Ha-
NIPSICA ellle CUJIbHEE.

— Cornailych ¢ rapnueid, — NOAJAKHYI YWIbsiM, NOAEpraB
OpoBsiMU. — MHe HpaBATCS JKEHIIUHBI, KOTOPBIE YMEIOT co0as-
HUTEJILHO €CTb.

Ona e H1uero nogoOHOro He Jenaa, rnpasaa?

Kaiist oTBecuia eMy noa3aTbUIbHUK:

— 3aTKHHUCH, Ien6oii. HUKoro He nHTEpecyeT TBoe MHEHHE. —



3arem oOparuiack k OnuBun: — Ha ciyyvaid, eciu Tl elie He J10-
rajiajiach, MOSICHIO: s Pa3IIs/IbIBAI0 TeOs MPOCTO U3 JIIOOOIIBIT-
CTBA.

To ke camoe OnuBus ucnbiThiBasia K Kaite. 'apnumn moryt
€CTh TOJIbKO YKPa/IEHHYIO TIHIIY, OHU O€33aCTeHYMBO JITYT U Ca-
MO3a0BeHHO youBawT. Kopode roBopsi, IBJISIIOTCSI TIOJTHOM TPO-
TUBOMNOJIO)KHOCTBIO aHIeJIaM M CIHOJIHA HACIAXKAATCS KU3HBIO.
Bot nouemy Jlucanap Beiopait cede B MOAPYKKHU OTHY U3 HUX.

«CKOpO 1 ToKe Oyy KUTh Ha TIOJHYIO KaTYIIKY».

— 3naentb Jlucanapa, mpusATesns Moed ONMM3HSIIKA? — CIIpo-
cwia Kaiis.

— la, ¥ oueHb XOpOLIO.

[apnus nocraBuia JOKTH HA CTOJ, OTYEro Mmocyaa 3aapedes-
Kaua.

— OH npaB/a Takoil 6e3:Xan0CTHBIN, Kak s gymaio? — B ronoce
€€ CKBO3WJIO OTBpAIlIEHUE.

— Bo3moxkHO, nake 6onee Toro.

— Tak g u 3nana! begustxka bu. — Coctpaganue ompadunso ee
YepThl, HO OHA TYT Xke mpocusiia. — [Ipumymaina. Mel ¢ TOO0I cTa-
HEM JIepKaTbCsl BMECTE, IOTOMY YTO [IBE€ KpacHBbl€ FOJIOBKU BCe-
IJ1a JIydIlie OHOU, M cO0Opa3uM, Kak ero XOTb HEMHOKKO CMSIT-
4uTh. MBI 1aKe CMOKEM JIydllle Y3HaTh APYT Apyra. KeHInuHam
B 9TOM JIOME MPUXOTUTCS JIEPKATHCS COOOIIA.

— Bpsan nmm 310 y Bac nonyuutcs. Ilocne 3aBTpaka s oTBE3y
OnuBHIO B TOpOfl. — ASPOH ellle CUJIbHee CTUCHYJ ee B 00bSITU-
ax. — Tak yro HUKakux miaHoB. Hukakmx mocnadnenuii. U yx



TOYHO HUKAKOU JIPYKOBI.

[Tneun OnuBum nonukim. Heyxenn AspoH Bcerma ObUT Tak
CYpOB, a OHa MPOCTO He 3ameyvaia? M Bener cebst Tak pajm ee
*Ke Onara?

— Tsl yBepeH, 4TO XOuelllb OT MeHsI U30aBUThCS? — CIPOCHIIA
oHa. — ¢ Tebe mpuroxyce. Odemaro!

—[TotomMy 4TO MOXeIITh MHE TIOMOYb ? — CIIPOCHJT OH, XOTSI CJIe-
JIOBJIO ObI TOBOPUTH YTBEPIUTEIBHO.

OnuBUH BAPYT 3aXOTEJIOCh CXBATUTH YIIPSMIIA 32 TUIEYU U XO-
POIIIEHBKO BCTPSIXHYTb.

— Ja.

— ¥V Hac 371ech ¥ Tak MOJIHO TOMOITHUKOB.

— Eme s Mory crenarb Tak, 4to Thl OyJielib yiabi0aTbcs. ITo
Mos1 paboTa, MOMHUIIB? — BooOire-To npesxHsisa padoTa, 1mo Ko-
TOPOil OHa cKy4aeT. — Thl Obl XOTeN ysbIoaThes?

— Her, — 6e3 konedanuii oTBETHII ASPOH.

— A g 0Obl X0TeJ1, — BMeIajcs YuwibsaM. — JIioOimo jexars 00-
HAKEHHBIM B TIOCTEJTH ¥ YJIBIOAThCS, TAK UTO 5 32 TO, YTOOBI OCTa-
BUTD aHTeNa.

Hortu Aspona BOWJIMCH CKBO3b TKaHb IUIaThs B KOxky Onu-
BUH, HO OHA HE CTajla BO3paxarh. B MpoTHBHOM cily4yae OH yoOe-
PET PYKH, a eil HpaBUTCSI OIIYIIATh MX TaM, TJie OHU ceryac.

— Kak ckazana Kaiisi, TBOe MHEHUE HUKOTO HE UHTEPECYET.

— Kpome Toro, — no6asuiia Kaiisi, — s coMHeBaioch, 4to 3J10-
POBSIK BOOOIIIE YMEET yIbIOaThCS.

— BoT 1 51 comHeBaioch, — OpsIKHYJ ASPOH, 1 BCE 3aCMESUTUCh.



— fcnoe neno, BopuyH. — Kaiis nmepeOpocuia uepes miedo
CBOM OTHEHHBIE BOJIOCHL. — Cityinaii, Tebe He3aueM OTBO3UTh aH-
resia B ropof. 1 caMoIMYHO 1M03a009yCh O TOM, YTOOBI TOOIMIKE
MO3HAKOMUTBCS C HEW. MeHs HeBEpOSTHO BIEUATIWI TOT (aKT,
YTO OHA TMO3BOJIMJIA BHIBBIPHYTH cedsi ¢ HeOec, U Tpedylo Mo-
OobIIIe TMKAHTHBIX TIOAPOOHOCTEN.

—Kak u 4, — permrensHO KuBHYa Kameo. — B cMmbiciie, y3HaTh
ee Mnoonmxe.

— Moxere 1 MeHs 100aBUTHh B KOMIIAHUIO. — YWJIBSAM ITOCTIAT
OnuBuM BO3AYIIHBIM NOLIETYH, M OHA 3aprenack. — He Hago Hu-
Yero roBoputh. S MpeaBuKy, Kakue ClI0Ba rOTOBBI COPBAThCS C
TBOEro s3bIKa. [lorpaBk MeHs1, eciu 1 omubdach, HO Tebe Oyaer
MIPUSITHO y3HATh MEHS TOOIIIKE.

A3pPOH 13/1aJ]1 HU3KOE TOPTAHHOE PhIYaHUE.

— OHa He OcTaHeTCsl, TaK YTO MPUATHO el He Oyriet. Kak 51 yxe
CKazall, 1 OTBE3Yy €€ B ropoj 1 ocTabiiio TaM. CerogHs xe.

— Ho nouemy? — cnpocuna OnuBus. Moxer, OHa U HEHABU-
Jie1a CBOM 0OsI3aHHOCTH aHTeJIa-BOUTEJIsI, MOXKET, el HUKOTa He
MIPUXOIUJIOCH YOUBAaTh, HO 9TO HE O3HAYAET, YTO OHA COBEPIIICH-
Heimas cnabauka. — Tel gymaenib, OynTo Tebe He Hy:KHbI ele
MIOMOIITHUKH, HO TAPaHTUPYIO: T€, KTO y TeOsI €CTh, HE 3ALUTAT
OT CJIEYIOLIETO aHresia, MOCJAHHOTO 32 TBOEU IOJIOBOU.

OnuBHUs OXUJaNa, YTO KTO-HUOYIb BBICKAXKETCS B €€ MOJ-
JePKKY, HO, Ka3aJI0Ch, HUKOTO He OeCrIOKOMJT HeOeCHbIN youiIia,
KOTOPBIW SIBUTCS YHUUTOXUTh UX Jpyra. Bee cunsiiue 3a cro-
JIOM, BUJIUMO, TIOJIAraioT, 4To A3poH HernobeauM. Britiogas ero



camoro.

Tak 4TO, pazymeercsi, OH MPOIOIKAI YIIPSIMUTHCS:

— MHe Bce paBHO.

OnuBHS MOCTaBUJIAa TapesIKy OOpaTHO Ha CTOJ, 3arpeMeB Mo-
Cy[IOW Kyda cuibHee, ueM npexje Kaiis.

— Taxxe s Mory moMoub Tede MoOeTUTh OXOTHUKOB. — U 31O
npaBja.

— OnuBus! — Eif He HY)XHO OBLJIO CMOTPETh Ha HEro, YTOOBI
MIOHSITh, YTO OH BO3/IEJI I71a3a K MOTOJIKY, CJIOBHO YMOJIsisl HeOeca
HUCIIOC/IATh €My TeprieHus. BOT ToJbKO, eciii OHa He OImmoaeT-
cs1, B MOJIUTBE, KOTOPYIO OOpMOTan ASpOH, OH ITPOCHII O CUJIE. —
MBblI 1eMOHBI, a IEMOHBI U aHTeJIbl He MOTYT ObITh BMecTe. Kpome
TOro, JIernoH He BepHETCsl, MOKa Thl 3[1ECh.

EnuHCTBEHHBIM aprymeHT, KoTopeii OyMBUA HE MOITIA IOJI-
HOCTBIO OITPOBEPTHY Th.

—Ho... Ho... 1 ObI XOTeNa c Hel onaauTh. — Eciv OH U ycIibl-
11471 TAHKKY B e rojioce, To He moja Buny. — U s 6ymy npuBer-
JIMBA CO BCEMU OCTaJIbHBIMM TBOMMM J1py3bsiMU. Kak xe nHaue?
S1 moxepTBOBaJIa BCEM, UTOOBI CIIACTH TEOSI.

— 3Haio, — npopslyasl A3poH.

— Camoe MeHbllIee, YTO Thl MOXEIlIb CIENAaTh, — 3TO. ..

— 41 He mpocwt Tebs1 HUYEeM KepTBOBATh! — B30PBAJICS OH. —
Tak uyto HeT. HuKakoro «caMoro MeHbIero» ObiTh He MOXeT. Th
BbI3I0pOBena. Ml B pacuete. Sl Huuero Tede He TOKEH.

Wrnopupys ero, Kameo onepnace JIOKTIMA O CTOJI U HAKJIO-
HWIack Ommke K OMuBUM:



— 3a0yap o HeM. [IpocTo oH ere He MOMy4nsT HYXKHYIO 103y
Kko(penHa. JlaBaii-ka BepHEMCS HEMHOTO Ha3af. YeM Tl MOKellb
MOMOYb HAM C OXOTHUKaMu ?

Haxonen-to! XoTb Kakoe-TO NpOsIBJIEHUE WHTEpeca, IyCTh
nake ToH Kameo ckopee mevasibHbIN, Yyem odompsonmii. Onm-
BUs ellle BBIIIIE B3IEPHYJIa IOI0OPOJIOK.

— Bo-niepBbIX, MHE U3BECTHO, T/Ie HAXOIATCS OCTaJIbHBIE Oec-
CMEpTHbIE, ofiepkuMble JeMoHamu. — K cyacThio, mocie 3Tux
CJIOB €€ He MOopa3uia MOJHUS U HE OKPYKUJIM aHTeJbl C MbUIAI0-
MU Meyamu. — Kaxkercs, Bbl TOBOPUIIN, UTO Pa3bICKMBAETE UX.

MuHyTa rpoliiia B nopakeHHOM MoT4anuu. Bee omenomien-
HO cMoTpesu Ha OJMBHIO.

— A3poH... — Hayasa Kawmeo.

— Her. 910 He nmeer 3HaueHUs, — TBEPAO MPOU3HEC OH. — Y
HAC K€ €CTb CBUTKH.

— Jla, HO B HUX yKa3aHbl UMEHA, & HE MECTOHaXOXJEHHUEe. —
Barsan sxenmuyabl Biagpiku cran npon3aomuM. — CabuH HaBep-
HSKa 3aX04YET MOrOBOPUTH C HEM, KOrJIa BEPHETCH.

— Tem xyxe 114 Hero.

— Pa3 stor kperun CaGuH 3ax0ueT ¢ Hell MOTONKOBaTh, TO U
I'BenHu ToXe, — nmpousHecna Kaiisi, 6apabaHst HOI'TSIMH TIO CTO-
Jy. — A Kak Thl ykKe 3Haelllb, MOJIOKOCOC, 51 IPUBBIKJIA CJIEAUTD,
yTOOBI MOsI CecTpa BCerja mnojnydana xkenaemoe. Kpome toro, s
YMHUpAIO OT CKYKHU, Be[lb, BOIIPEKU OOEIIaHUsIM, HUKTO Ha Kpe-
MOCTh TaK Y HE Hamall.

— Iaprius, — npoperyasl A3poH, — HE UCIBITBIBAU MOE TepIIe-



Hue. Thl NOMYMHMILILCS MHE U Jalllb aHTeJTy YWTH.

— BomHBI TPOCTO AYIIKM, KOTAAa HAYMHAIOT BeCTH ceds Kak
KpyThle KoMaHaupsl. — Pyka Kanu pe3ko metHynach Briepen, u
CHOBA pa3AaJicsl TPOXOT NOCY/bl. ['apnus cxBaTuia MPUTroOpIIHIO
SIMI] U HIBBIPHYJIA UX B A9pOHa.

OnuBust OBICTPO MPHUTHYJIACh, W SIAIIA YTOMWIN €My B JIUIIO.
OH ckpuBwiICs, BbITUpas xentyio Maccy. K OnuBun oH Oosblie
HE MPUKOCHYJICS, a MOJIOKUJ PyKH Ha MOAJIOKOTHUKHU.

Kaiig 3axuxukasa, Kak IIKOJbHUIIA.

— He npurBopstiics, OyITO yIUBIIEH HAIIM KeJIaHHEM OCTa-
BUTH ee 37¢eck. [lapuc pacckazan MHe, 4TO Thl KpMKHYJI KpoHocy
TOM HOUBIO Ha Kpbllle. «Ilonum MHe KeHIUHY, KoTopasi MeHs
OTBEPrHET», — Mepeapa3HuiIa OHA.

— Ha Heyxemn? Koraa sto BbI ¢ [Tapucom Hamm BpeMs 11
PasroBopoB IO AymaM? — OMHTEPECOBAJICS YWIIbsIM, HAMa3bl-
Basi MacJOM YEpHUYHBIN KEKC.

Kaiis nuis mieyamu noxasia, He CBofs I71a3 ¢ A3poHa.

— [lapy HOueMn Ha3ag MHE XOTEJIOCh MOPA3BJIEYbCs, 4 OH BbI-
IJIs1/IeNT HECKOJIBKO ociabeBMM. — OHa CHOBa MoxXasa Iieda-
mu. — [lo3ke OH peruia HEeMHOTO TOOOJITATh.

[Napuc B noaTBEep:KICHUE €€ CIIOB JIUIIb KUBHYJI. Kaxaplil pas,
xoraa OnvBuYs BUena OepKUMOro 1eMoHOM Pa3Bpara, oH ObLt
rpycreH. Ho ceryac BBIIIAOUT IMOYTH... CYACTIUBBIM, TOJBKO
HeMHoOro yctaisiM. ToT eriie, [omkHO ObITh, Y HUX ¢ Kaiteil paz-
TOBOPYMK BbIIIEN!

— 41 xe mpeasaran TeGe MECTO B CBOEH MOCTENH, — MIAKCUBO



BOCKJIMKHYJI YWIIbSIM.

[Tocrenn? Ou-ou. Kansa u [Tapuc, no-BuammMomMy, 3aHUMaJIACh
ele Koe-4eM IIOMUMO pa3roBopa Mo AyIIaM.

— Tol oOnaxasicsi B urpe «l'epoit rutapbl», BOT 51 U pelInia,
YTO TBOM PYyYKHU HEIOCTATOYHO JIoBKHUe. Kpome Toro, Ha TeOs 1mo-
JIOKHJT TJ1a3 KOE-KTO, KOTO MBI BCE 3HAEM U JTIOOHM.

— Kt0? — BeIpBanocs y Onusum.

Kaiis He oOparuia Ha Hee BHUMaHUs1, MPOAOJIKAsL Pa3roBOP
¢ YunpsamMoMm:

— IToaToMy npaBO COrpeTh MEHs TOW HOYBIO S ITPEJOCTABUIIA
[Mapucy. XKny He noxaych Bctpeur ¢ BbsiHKOH, yTOOBI TIepecka-
3aTh €1 BCE TOPSYME U TPSI3HBIE IETAIIH.

— O Her. Her-Her-Her. He3auem packpeiBaTh MogpoOHOCTH
CBSI3M CO 3HAMEHUTOCTBIO! — mporuresn [apuc.

[apnust MeIeHHO IOPOYHO YBIOHYIACh.

— Hanpotus! Beutoxy Bce, Kak ecTb. A Tede, A3poH Oecro-
JIE3HBIN, IPUAETCS OTHPABUTHCS B TOPOA M TAM MOUTPaTh CO CBO-
€l MJIEHbKOM IEMOHECCOM, pa3 Y& TaK KaXJEIllb €€ BO3Bpallie-
HUSI. AHres OCTaeTcsl.

Hpixanue AspoHa oraem 060:krio et OauBuu.

— 9TO MO JOM.

— Bbosnbiie Het, — B yHHCOH oTto3Banuch Kansa n Yumbam.

OHM OOMEHSLTUCh YIBIOKaMU, XOTS YUIIbSIM BCe e111e TYJICS Ha
rapIimio u3-3a BeIOOpa mapTHepa.

— Bepno, — noarBepauia OnuBusi, B3iepHYB MOAOOPOIOK. —
bosblie Her.



Ei1 xotenoch, 4ToObl ASpPOH OCTajICs ¢ HEel, HO eMy oIpe/e-
JIEHHO HYXHO BpeMsi, YTOOBI MIOHSATh, KaK €My TOBE3JI0, YTO OHA
311€Ch.

Ona yBepuia ce0si, YTo 3T0 BOBce He arorcTruHo. [IpaBna He
MOXeT ObITh SroucTUYHOI. Kpome Toro, Aspony TpedyeTcs Bce-
T'O HECKOJIBKO YacOB, YTOOBI OCO3HATh, KAK CHJILHO OH HYK/IaeT-
cs1 B OnuBuM 1 Xo4eT ObITh ¢ Hell. OH ke yMHbI MykuuHa. [To
OoJIbIIeH YacTH.

«[Toxaiyiicta, mycTb OH 3aXOYET OCTAThCSI CO MHOM».

Pyku AspoHa cHOBa OOXBAaTW/IM €€ TaJIWi0, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
CKaJIM TaK CWJIBHO, YTO OHA BCKPUKHYJIA.

— OnuBus, Thl 3Haelllb, I1e crpATtad Japen [langopst?

Pazymeercs, OH 3aa1 TOT €IMHCTBEHHBIN BOIPOC, Ha KOTO-
pbIl y HEE HET OTBETa.

—Hy... 3-3-3... Her.

— TolI 3Haemsp, roe Haxonsarcda Ilnam HeBuaoumoctu u Kesn
Paznenenua?

Xoporuo. /Iga Borpoca, Ha KOTOPbIE € HEYETO OTBETUT.

— Her, — npu3Hanach OHa 4yThb CJIBIIIHO.

OnuBug 3HaNA JuIib, YTO Braagplky OThICKaNM Ba U3 apre-
(paktoB Kponoca: Knerp Ilpunyxnenusa n Beesupsmee Oko.
Kak u ynomsnyn A3pon, um He xBaraio [liama Hesuaumoctu n
Kesna Pazpnenenus. Tak kak Enqunomy Mctunnomy Bory momo6-
Hble PeJIMKBUM 0e3 HaJIOOHOCTH, aHTe/Ibl HUKOI/IA UX HE UCKAIH.

AspoH nocraBui OnvBuUIO Ha HOTY U oTycTril. Eil npuiiocsk
CXBaTHUTBCS 3a CTOJI, YTOOBI He yracThb. M cxath TyObl, YTOOBI HE



3aCTOHATh OT Pa30vYapOBAHMS.

«KocHuces meHs».

— [o-tipeskHEMY XOTHUTE, YTOOBI OHA OCTAJIaCh? — CIIPOCUIT OH
JIMIIIEHHBIM 3MOIIUM rojjocoM. — OHa, a He 517

OpuH 32 IpyruM NpucyTCTBYIOIIME KUBHYIU. be3 TeHu pac-
KastHUS.

— OmmuHo. — OH npoBen sA3bIKOM 10 3ybam. — OHa Baria.
BeicniparmmBaiite y Hee 4To XOTUTE. A 1, KaK Bbl M TTPEJIOKUIIH,
OTHPaBJAICh B ropofl. Kro-HuOyab, OTIpaBbTe MHE 3CIMICKY,
Korja oHa yizaer. TompKo Torjga si BEpHYCh.



I'naBa 6

«Bce BOKpYr croBOprIIMCh, YTOObI CBECTH MEHSI C yMa», —
Mpa4vHO MogyMas A3pOH.

Bo-niepBbIX, Ipy3bsi BHIIBBIPHYJIN €ro U3 J1oMa. Bo-BTOpbIX,
JIEMOH BOTIWJI B TOJIOBE, TpeOyst octathesl. Octarhes. C OnuBueil.
C Toi, koro fApoctb gomkeH npesupath. C Toi, KOro caM A3poH
JOJDKEH TIpe3upaTth. BMecTo 3Toro oH BAPYT MOHSUT CTOSIIIYIO Tie-
pel IEMOHOM TUIIEMMY.

OnuBrs o4apoBaresbHa.

[TpocHyBIMCH HBIHYE YTPOM U OCO3HAB, UTO OJIMBUS MOJIHO-
CTBIO UCTIETUIIACH, ASPOH IOYYBCTBOBAJT BCIIBIIIIKY JKEJIAHUS, CY-
IIECTBOBaHUE KOTOPOTO OTPHILIAJT BCETO HECKOJIBKO JTHEW Ha3ajl.
Jaxe cefiuac OHO HUKAaK He 11110 Ha yoblib. Korga OnuBus yma-
JIa Ha TOJI, IJIaThe 3aApaioch 10 TAJINU, U €€ TPYCHKH... 4epT,
ee Tpycuku. Ciumkom OeJbie, CJMITKOM HeBUHHBIE. BbI3bIBaIOT
y MYXYHUHBI JKeJJlaHWe CTSHYTb UX 3yOaMH W HAPYIIUTh YHCTO-
Ty BJIQJIEIUIBI. ASPOHY XOTEJIOCh COPBATh C HEE U IUIAThe TOKE,
9YTOOBI B MOJTHON Mepe HACIAJUThCS €lo.

KakuMm-To 4yioM OH CyMelt CITpaBUThCS ¢ COOOM.

Moxet, MoToMy, YTO y3HaJl — U Terepb NOCTOSIHHO HAIIOMU-
HaeT ceOe 00 ITOM, — YTO YCIIbIIIAHHBII UM HaKaHYHE roJI0C MpH-
Hajuiexan Jlucannpy. Yro umenHo Jlucanap ucuenun Onusuio,
MOTOMY YTO XOUeT, YTOOBI OHA ObLJIa CYACT/IMBA U HEBPEIUMA.

— W HerponyTa, — mpoOOpPMOTAI OH.



Jlucanap cras Obl y)KaCHBIM Bparom.

C oxorHukamu Bnageiku MoryT cpaxarbcsi. Ho ¢ oxoTHukamu
Y QHT€JIbCKUM BOWMCKOM OIHOBpeMEHHO? MaJloBepOsTHO.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB A3pOHY BCE XK€ yAaloch B35iTb ceOsl B py-
KM, BCTaTh C KPOBaTH U MPU 3TOM He HaOpocuTbesl Ha ONMBHIO
B OTYASTHHOM JKE€JIaHUM KOCHYTBCS €€ TeJa, OTBEAATh €€ Ha BKYC.
OH cymern-Taku yoeauTh ceOsl, YTO OT Hee HYKHO M30aBUThCSI.
U naxe 61aronoiay4Ho no3adel1 00 IpeKLuH, MyJIbCUPOBAaBIIEH
MesK1y HOT, moka OJIMBHSI ep3ajia y Hero Ha KOJIeHsX, COOa3Hu-
TEJILHO NOMIomas (PpyKTHl.

A SIpoctb Tenepb HacTanBaeT Ha OOJIBIIIEM.

— Tbl HpaBWICA MHE KyJa CWJIbHEE, KOIJa IPOCTO IPUCYT-
CTBOBaJI B Moei kxu3Hu. Kak modyxaeHue K JeiCTBUI0, — CKa3all
A3pOH CBOEMY JIEMOHY.

Tot B otBeT b (poipkHYI. [1o KpaiiHeln Mepe, OobIle He
HoeT. JIEeMOH 3aTuX BCEro HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3ajl, MOHSB, 4TO
3ayMasl A3pOH.

A3DPOH NOTep JIMLO € TAKOW CUJIOH, YTO OLlaparia ek MO30-
JcThIMU najbluamu. Celyac OH B TOpPOICKOW KBaptupe JIKui-
JI1 — IPOCTOPHOM, C TPEMS CNAJIbHAMH, PACHIOIOKEHHOU B IIpe-
CTUKHOM paiioHe. [IKuim — 1oHas noapyra JaHuku, KuByias
Tenepb B bynanemire. TopuH, ux nepBast TuHHsSI 0OOPOHHI B Kpe-
IIOCTH, OCHACTUJI KBaPTUPY BCEBO3MOXHBIMU UyJE€CaMU TEXHHU-
KU 110 o0ecreyeHnio 0e30acCHOCTH Ha CIydaid, eClId OXOTHUKU
BCE K€ BBIYKCIIAT CBSA3b XO351HKM ¢ Biagpikamu. XoTs oHa Oblia
OOBIYHOM CMEPTHOM M HE UMeJIa HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHUS K KPUMHU-



HaJly — MPOCTO 4y/IO, YYUTBIBAs TO, YTO JlaHMKa paccKa3bpiBasia
O TPYTHOM JIETCTBE TIOIPYTH, — ITU YOIIOAKYU He KOJIEOISICh MPH-
YUHWIU Obl €11 Bpe.

JIKWIUIA yIUTCS B BHIITYCKHOM KJlacce CpeiHel MIKOJbI U, Oe3
COMHEHHsI, pafia HaXOOUThCS Mofasibiiie OT Bramsik. Psagom ¢
AspoHOM efi Bee ernie He 1o ceOe. U neynusutenpHO. HecmoTpst
Ha TO 4YTO €l BCEero ceMHaaarh, KU HeOMHOKPATHO CTal-
KMBaJIaCh C TEMHON CTOPOHOW MYXCKOW HATypbl M YK€ MHOTO
JeT cama o cebe 3a00THIach. BiiaJibku TIpe IO el KOMHa-
TY B KPENoCTH, HO OHA TpeANowia cOOCTBEHHOE XWibe. DTO U
K Jyumemy. Teneps A3poHy He npuaercs: OeciebHO OpOIUTh
JI0 CaMOi HOYM, M OH HaKOHeIl IMOTYy4Y1S BO3MOXKHOCTb BbI3BATh
Jlernosn.

OH BCTJl B IIEHTPE TOCTUHOM, MPEABAPUTEHHO OTOJBUHYB
JIMBaHBI M Kpeclia K CTeHaM, YTOObI OCBOOOJMTH MECTO ISl KPY-
ra U3 COJM M caxapa, KOTOPbIA HACHINAT MPSMO TMepes COOOM.
OH coOupascst BBI3BaTh JEMOHECCY TaK, YTOObI OHA HE MOIJIA He
TIOTYMHUTHCS.

PasBe/ist pyku B CTOPOHBI, OH TTPOU3HEC:

— Jlernon, Quinientos Diecéis of the Croisé Sombres of Neid
and Notpe hocil. — Bce B To4HOCTH Tak, Kak oHa ero yuwia. OH
Ha3BaJl €e UMsl, MOPSIIKOBBIA HOMEP U 3BaHKE HA CMECH Pa3HbIX
SI3BIKOB. JIernoH, HoMep MAThCOT IIeCTHAAIATh U3 yncia Tem-
HbIX KpecroHocuieB 3aBuctu u Humersl. He nporoBopu oH Bce-
T'0 3TOTO, MOT OBl CTy4aliHO BHI3BATh KOTO-TO Jipyroro. — [Ipuka-
3bIBaI0 TeOe MOSBUTHCS Tiepeio MHoM. Ceifuac xe.



He ObUIO HYM BCHIBIIIIKY CBETA, KOTOPOM TaK JIOOWJI 3HAMEHO-
BaTh CBOM BU3UTHI KpOHOC, HM OCTaHOBKM BpeMeHH. TOJIBKO 4TO
ASpOH CTOs1J1 B KOMHATE O/IVH, a B CJIEYIOIINI MUT BHYTPU KpY-
ra Bo3HukJa Jlernon. Bot Tak npocro.

Ona ynasia Ha roJ, Tsbkesio Apiiia. Ha denryituaroii koxe Ose-
CTeJIM KareJbKH I0Ta.

— Jlernon!

A>pOH HaKJIOHWICSI M TIOIXBATUII €€ Ha PyKU, BHUMATEIbHO
cliefist, 9ToObI HU eIMHasl KPYIMHKA COJIM WJIHM caxapa He romnaa
Ha ee Koxy. OHa npeaynpexjaia, YTo 3TO BBI30OBET OXKOT.

fApocTb 3amMypibIKai, BHOBb MPU/Is B OIaroiyliHOe HacTpoe-
HHE.

JlervoH TyT ke CBepHy/ach KJIyOKOM B OOBSATHUSIX BOMHA.

— AspoH. Mon A3poH.

Ee peiictBue HanoMHuio o0 OmuBuu. Musioil, npekpacHOn
OnuBum, Kotopasi octasach ¢ Kaiieid, YOKHYTOI rapruven ¢ us-
BpallleHHBIM YYBCTBOM IoMOpa, 1 ¢ Kameo, 6e3xkanoctHoi youii-
el ¢ Tparnyeckum roiaocom. He rosops yxe 06 Yunbsme u [la-
puce, IOMeIIaHHbIX Ha cekce. [Ipumu ux AspoH Bcepbes, pas-
Hec Obl kBapTupy [kusum B npuctyne sipoctu. Jla-na, MIMEHHO
SIPOCTH, a He peBHOCTH. Eciu Obl OHU MOTMBITAIUCH PUCTABATh K
OnuBum, TO HaBNeKJM Obl Ha ces1 rHeB JIucanapa, — i UCKITIOUH-
TEJIbHO 3Ta MbICIIb (a BOBCE He TO, yTo OyiuBUs MOrJ1a Obl YBJI€Ub-
sl KEeM-TO U3 ero Jpy3ei) npusesa ASpoHa B OEIIEHCTBO.

YyTp norogs A3poH pelnI, 4ToO B CTEHaX KBapTupbl Ixui-
JIM He XBATaeT HECKOJBKUX JbIp. OH OKa3asl Obl XO3SIHKe YCIyTYy,



roMorasi pa3HoOOpa3UTh UHTEPhEP IOMA.

YuuteiBasi T0, KAk HACTOPOKEHHO Aepxayiack ONuBUs CO BCe-
MU — BCEMU, KPOME HEr0 CamMoro, Ho A3pOH BOBCE 3TUM HE rop-
JWIICS,, — BOBMOKHO, HE CJIBHO-TO OHA U MpeycIesia ¢ 3TOu CBO-
el Ipyx0oi. BeITh MOXET, IPSIMO Celiuac OHa MPSYETCS B €ro
KOMHaTe, TUIaYeT U MOJIUTCS, YTOOBI OH IMOCKOpee BEPHYJICS.

OnpenenieHHO TUBaH TOKaxeTcst Jkuum Kyga Oornee ymno0-
HBIM, €CJI Pa3jioMaTh €r0 HaJBOE.

«3akpoii cBoe ceplie — Thl Befb yBepsii [lapuca, uro 310 Te-
6e mo cuinam». Hactpoenne OnmuBru ero He BoiHyeT. M cressl
ee HU4ero He 3Hayvar. [Ipocto He MoryT 4to-TO 3HauuTh. Ha ca-
MOM Jiefie Tak Jaske jydiie. OHa ropasfo ObicTpee yoepercs u3
KPEIoCTH.

151 Hero caMmoe Ba:KHOE B JKU3HU — 3TO JlernoH. [luts, KOoTo-
pOe OH BTalHe *keJjiajl, HO He MOT UMeTh. He ToIbKO moTomy, 4Tto
HUKOTI/Ia HE BCTpeYascs C KEHIIMHAMH, HO ¥ [IOTOMY, YTO 3HaJl,
HACKOJIbKO CJ1a0bIMU MOTYT ObITh JieT. HemsBectHoe emy cya-
CThe OTIIOBCTBA HE CTOMJIO arOHUH HAOMIONATh, KAK COOCTBEHHBIN
peOeHOK cTapeeT U yMHUPAEeT Ha TBOUX IJla3ax.

C JleruoH emy Hevero onacarbesi. OHa Oy/IeT KUTh BEUHO.

— YTO Cay4dsioch, IparoleHHasi MOsi JE€BOYKA? — CIIPOCHUII
A3pOH, Hecs IEMOHECCY K JUBaHY, IIe YCTPOWJICS Ha MOIYIIKAaX,
nepxa ee B 00bATHAX. OT Hee MaxJyo cepoi, u ApocTh B3IOX-
HYJI OT TOCKH 110 AoMy. Hekorna neMoH HeHaBUJes TOT 3arax.
Tenepsp ke, MO3HaB yxac 3aroueHusd B Japue [langopsl, dpocts
CUMTaJI BOHb CEPbl PAUCKUM apOMaTOM.



— Onu npeccnenoBanu MeHsl. — OHa noTepiach IepIIaBOi
IIEKOH O €ro rpyapb, Ollapanas KOxXy, ¥ 3amypislkaia. — [Touurn
MOWMaJI MEHSI B 9TOT pass.

N3-3a paszgBoeHHOro s3pika JlermoH Bcerma pacTsarubajia
HEKOTOPbIE 3BYKH, U ASPOH HaXOIWUJI 3TO oYapoBareabHbIM. Ko-
I71a OHH TOJIBKO MO3HAKOMIIHICh, OHA M TOBOPUJIA KaK peOeHOK,
nyTtas BpemeHa UM MmecrouMenus. [lo mpochOe camoii Jlernox
A>3pOH 3aHMMAJICSl ¢ HeW IPpaMMATUKON M OYEeHb TOpaWiCs ee
ycrexamu.

— Ceituac Tl 311ech. B 6e3omacHocTr. — A9pOH NorIaguI Ma-
JICHbKME POXKKH y HEE Ha I0JI0BE, 3HAs1, YTO OHU OYEHb UyBCTBU-
TeJIbHBIE U UTO e 3TO HpaBUTCs. — Tebe He Hy)KHO BO3BpaIllaTh-
col.

— Anrein meprts?

— He coBcem, — oTBETUJI OH, OTKJIabIBasI OObSICHEHHU S Ha T10-
TOM.

Heckosbko MUHYT OHM TPOCUAEIIM MOJTYA, IOKa JbixaHue Jle-
T'MOH HE MPUILLIO B HOpMy. HakoHel oHa ycrioKonsace, 1 Mbliry-
1K€ ’)KapOM YElIyHKHU Ha Koxke ocTbuld. OHa cesa M MoCMOoTpeia
10 CTOPOHAM CBOMMM KPacHbIMU IJ1a3aMH.

— ITO COBCCEM HE HallIII I0M, — 03a/Ia4€HHO MTPOTSAHYJIA OHA.

A>PpOH TOTBITATICA TOCMOTPETh Ha OOCTAHOBKY €€ TIa3aMHu.
Mebeb Bcex IIBETOB paJlyry: KpacHasi, CHsIS, 3eJieHasl, (puore-
TOBasi ¥ po3oBasi. Ha nepeBsHHOM 10Ty KOBEp C LIBETOUHBIM y30-
pom. CTeHsl yBelIaHbl OOJIBIIMMU ¥ MAJICHbKUMHU KapTUHAMU C
n300paxeHneM HeOec — ogapku ot JaHuku.



— Mu1 oma y JLxuuiu.

— Mwuno, — oro3Banace JIErMoH ¢ IBHBIM ITOYTEHUEM B T'OJIOCE.

ASpOH JaBHO MepecTay YIUBJIATHCS KEHCTBEHHOCTH JAEMO-
Hecchl. Korga onu BepHyTCSl B KPENOCTh, OH YCTPOUT TaK, YTOOBI
y Hee MosiBIIach coOCTBeHHas1 KomHara. KoMHara, kotopyio oHa
YKpacur 1o cBoeMy BKycy. Hens3BecTHO, CKOJIBKO €1e po30BOro
OH CMOKET BBIHECTH B CBOEH CIIAJIbHE.

— Pag, uyro Tebe HpaBUTCA. MBI MOXEM MOOBITH 3[1ECh HEKO-
TOpOE BpeMsl.

— Yrto? — OHa nmocMmoTtpesia A3pOoHY B JIUIIO, ¥ OIaroroBeHme
€€ CMEHUJIOCh IpOCThIO. — ThI Teneph #:KuUBelIb ¢ Aok ?
Omna... oHa Te0s JIoOuT?

— Her.

Jlernon MeyIeHHO paccaaduiach.

— YT0 %K, JaJHO, a TENeph A XO44uy AOMOU. S COCKy4umIach.

«U g Toxe».

— VBBI, MBI HE MOXEM BEPHYThCS. TaM aHres.

JlernoH Harpsrmnace, 1 IpOCTb €€ BEPHY/IACh C HOBOM CHUJION.

— IToyuemy Tam OHa, a HE MblI?

OTMuHBIA BOIIPOC.

— OHa X04eT MoMOYb Pa300paThCsi C OXOTHUKAMMU.

— Her. Her! 910 4 nomoraio ¢ oxxoTHukamu!

— 41 3Ha10, 3HaMW.

Jlernon xoTh ¥ Majna poCcTOM, HO KECTOKa, U YOMICTBO /IS
Hee — npocTo urpa. OIHAKO B ee KU3HU ObUIO CTOJIBKO OOPHOBI,
YTO Terepb AIPOH Kejajl AJis Hee MOKOsI U He XOTeJ BTSATUBATh



B HOBYIO OMTBY. 1 He cTaHeT 3TOro Jenarh.

OHa CIMIIIKOM MHOTO 3HAYUT 7151 HETO.

— 311ech MBI MOXeM TOOBITh OJIHU, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Xopouio. — JIernoH cHoBa puJibHYyJIa K HEMY U pacciia-
omnack. — OccTaHeMcs1, HO s1 IOMOTY OOJIbIIIIIe, YeM OHA.

N OnuBus nuimtcs ronossl. [IpenyrnpexaeHue nomsyyeHo.
[Tpuiiio BpeMs OTBJIeUb MIJTYIO KPOIIIKY.

— Xoueuib ceirpaTh B Urpy?

YcmexnyBimcs, JIernon nogckoumnia v, CKoJb3Kas Kak 3Mes,
00BHJIACH BOKPYT IIeN A3pOHa.

— Xouuy, X044y, Xo4y4y!

Ero munas Jlernon Bcerna rotoBa Urparb. XOTb pedb €€ U
Yy 4ILIUIACh, KeJJaH!sl MO-IPeXHEMY OCTaBaJIMCh IETCKUMMU.

— Beibupaii mobyio, Kakass HpaBUTCS.

[oTsaHyBIIMCH, YTOOBI TTPUJIACKATH JeMOHeccy, ASpoH obOpa-
TWJI BHUMaHKE Ha cBOI0 pyKy. Ha 3amsicTbe ocTaiicsi KpoleuHbli
HE3aHATHIM TATYMPOBKAMU KYCOUEK KOKU, U OH PELLN HAKOJIOTh
TaM 3Mel0 Ha namsATh O JIernoH. Dta TaTyupOBKA CTaHET €AUH-
CTBEHHOH B CBOEM pOJie, TaK KaK, B OTINYKME OT OCTAJIbHBIX, OY-
JeT HAalIOMUHATh O XOPOILIEM B €r0 KU3HHU.

Ha, naes eMy MOHpPaBUIIACh.

— Xouuy urpats... B «Onexkaa He oOs133aTenbHa». — 3a0a-
Ba, TaKKe M3BECTHAs Noj HazBaHueM «IlopBu B KJIOUbs BCe, UTO
HaJ/IeTO Ha A3pOHE».

— MoxeT, BeiOeperb uTo-T0 Apyroe? Kak Hacyer «CajnoHa
KPacoTbl», B KOTOPBIM MBI UT'PAJIM HEJEM0 Ha3aj? Paspemalo Ha-



KPacuTb MHE HOI'TH.

— Ha! — Jlernon B BocTOpre 3axJionaia B jagomu. — CXoxxKy
3a JJakom JKKuiu.

Omna copBajiach ¢ MecTa 1 UcY€e3J1a B KOPUAOpeE.

— CnanipHs Jkuiim nocseqHsis o npaBoil CTOPOHE, — KPUK-
HYJ ASpOH el BCJIe/l, PelluB, YTO ellle Mapy YacHKOB MoOay-
et JlernoH, a moToM OTIPABUTCSI MPOYECHIBATH TOPO]] B IIOMCKAX
OXOTHUKOB U [eByiku-u3-Tenu. [locine Bcero, yro Jlernou npu-
IIJIOCh IEPEKUTH B a1y, OH MMPOCTO 00sI3aH JIaTh €l BO3MOXXHOCTb
HEMHOTO Pa3BJIeUbCsl, U YePT C HUMH, C O0SI3aHHOCTSIMHU.

O06s13an. CnoBO OyKBaJILHO B30pPBAJOCh B TOJIOBE, U AIPOH
BoIpyrayics. [lapucy oH Toxe 00s13aH MOMOYb.

XOTb OH U 3a8BUJI, YTO HE BEPHETCA B KPENOCTh, NoKa Onu-
BUS HE YHJET, HO eMy HykHO 3a060TuThes o [lapuce. Dta 00s-
3aHHOCTb HE U3 TeX, OT KOTOPBIX OTJIBIHUBAIOT O/ JIDOBIM TTPe/i-
JIOroM, a ASpOH y3Ke TpU [THSI MOAPSI]] CBAJIMBAET CBOIO pabOTy Ha
JliocbeHa. ApoH B3IOXHYI, HENOBONIBHBIN codoi. To, uto Jlo-
cbeH nepeHocur [lapuca B ropof, eme He O3HAYaeT, 4TO TOT KO-
TO-TO TaM ceOe HaXOIHUT.

Mosxer, [lapuc u nepecnan ¢ Kaiieit mporuioi Ho4blo, HO CH-
JIbl, KOTOPYIO OH IPY 3TOM ITOYEPIHYJI, HAIOJITO HE XBATUT. XOTb
3a 3aBTPAKOM OH U YJBIOAJICS, BCE K€ BBIIVIS/IEN YCTAIBIM. A
YCTaJIOCTh, KAaK YCHeJ Y3HaTh A3POH, CIIY:KUT MEPBbIM MPU3HA-
KOM HauaJsa npooniem.

OH ObUT TOTOB IOOMTHCA 00 3aKiaj, yro nocie Kavin [Mapuc
OoJTbIIE HU C KeM He Chajl. A Tak Helb3sl.



JlervoH, mmpoKo yneiOasch, BIPUIIPBIKKY BEpPHYJACh B ro-
CTUHYIO C TIypPITyPHOH IJIACTUKOBOM KOPOOKOM B pyKax.

— Korna 51 3akoHY4y, TBOM HOI'TH OyyT MOXOX:KU HA PAAYTYy.

Panyra. Bce syuine, 4eM sipKO-pO30BbIE BCIIONIOXH, KOTOPbIE
OHAa HaMaJIeBaJla Ha HEM B ITPOILLIbIN pas.

— Ilpocrtu, nerka, HO Urpy NPUAETCA OTIOKUTh. MHE HYKHO
BEPHYTbCS B KPEMNOCTb U KOE-YTO yIaJUTh. Thl TIOKA OCTAaHEIIbCSA
31€Ch.

KopoOka ¢ rpoxoTtom ynapuiach 00 MO

— Her!

— ¢ venaposro.

— Her! Tbl Mens Bbi33Bas1. Ckas3asl, Mbl Oy/ieM UTpaTh.

— Ho eciu JIxuiinm BepHETCS1 10 MEHs1, — TPOAOJIKAI ASPOH,
NIPOITYCTHUB €€ CJIOBa MUMO YIIIel, — TOKAJTyICTa, yMOJISIo TeOs,
HE MbITalCsA NoUrparh ¢ Her. Xopouo? — CMepTHas 3TOro TOYHO
He NepexuBeT. — MHe HyKHO KOe-4To 3aXBaTuThb, U Bce. — Bep-
Hee, Koe-Koro. — byb Xopoliiel 1eBOYKOU U KAW MEHS.

JlernoH noackouniia K HeMy, MOJIOKUIIA PYKH HA TPyIb U ITPO-
B€JIa N0 HEW KOITAMM, OTYETO HAa KOKE€ BBICTYNWIM KameJbKu
KPOBH.

— 41 ¢ To6oi1.

— Tebe Henb3s, nerka. [ToMHUIIB? — ASPOH TPOTSAHYA PYKY
Y 1oyecas ee 3a ymKoM. — Tam aHren. XoTh OHa M JIMIINJIACH
KPBUIbEB U TETIEPh €€ MOKHO BUJETD, [U1s1 TeOs1 OHA MO-TIpekHe-
My onacHa. OHa...

MasieHpKasd JeMOHecca MOATPBITHYIA W, YCTPOMBIIUCH Yy



A3poHa Ha KOJIeHSIX, mocMoTpena B Juio. Ee u 6e3 Toro 00J1b-
1IME I71a3a PAaCIIMPWINCh €IIe CUIIBHEE.

— V Hee Oosblie HET KPbUIbEB?

— Her.

— 3HauyuuT, OHA Maja, ga’?

— Ja.

JlernoH cHoBa pafgOCTHO 3axJIoNaa B JIaJOUIN.

— 41 caplnana npo naaiiero aHrena, Ho He 3Hajla, 4To 3TO
oHa. /I moria 6b1 MoMOYYh MyauuTh ee! Ho 310 MOsK:KHO Hccripa-
BUTb. MOKKHO MPSAMO ceMYYac OYMCCTUTH OT Hee JIoM. S mory
youTH ee.

— Her, — BockmmMkHYNT ASpOH pe3ye, yeM coOrpacsl.

HemoH fApoctn 3ameranca U 3applyan y A3poHa B T'OJIOBE,
BIIEPBbIE Pa303/IMBUIMCH HA JIernoH.

He noromy M, 4To cam XOTesl yHUUYTOXUThH aHrena? Her.
A>3pOH TpsIXHYJ rojoBoil. beccMpiciuia kakas-T1o, Belb COBCEM
HeaBHO SpocTh xenan «Ooblero». Bo3amoxHO, 1eMOH BOOO-
ITIe He XOUEeT, YTOObI KTO ObI TO HY OBLIIO YHUUTOXKUJI aHTesIa. DTa
J0ra/jIka ToXKe Ka3ajach CTPAaHHOM, HO OOJIbIle COOTBETCTBOBAJIA
UCTHHE.

[Touemy OnuBHsA HpaBUTCS IEMOHY?

«[lotom mopymaio». A3poH B3suil JIernoH najibliamu 3a Moj-
OOpOIOK U 3acTaBUII C(DOKYCUPOBaTh BHUMAHUE Ha ceOe, YTOObI
HaBepHsIKa OTBJIeYb ee OT paHTa3mii 00 youiictBe OnvBUM.

— Ilocmotpu Ha meHs, aeTka. Xopoio. Teneps ciymiait. Tht
HE TPOHEUIb aHreJa.



Jlernon ynuBieHHO 3aMopraa:

— Ho s mory! MHe noccraner ccui, npasja, npasja!

— 3Halo, 4YTO MOXelllb, HO He X0uy, YTOOBI THI 3TO Jenana. Ei
MOPYYMJIA YOUTh MEHsI, HO OHA He CTaJla BBIMOIHSATH MTPUKa3.

Bwmecto atoro, OnuBus noxepreoBasia pajid HErO BCEM.

«[louemy?» — B THICSTUHBIN pa3 cripanmBai cedst AspoH. Kem
HaJ0 OBITh, YTOOBI OWTH Ha Takoe? Korma OnuBus HartoMHWIA
€My O IIPUHECEHHOH KEPTBE, OH IMOJHSI €€ Ha CMeX, XOTS Ha
caMoM Jiesie ObUT OYapoBaH U cMyiiieH. Y mokopeH.

Omna xe ero coBcem He 3HaeT. Mnu, BepHee, 3Ha€T HEMHOTO,
Be/Ib HEJIESIMU CJIe/IWTIa 32 HUM, HO B 9TOM CJIyYae ee pelleHue
BBITJIsIZIENO elnie Oosiee cTpaHHbIM. Boree Toro, oH MpocTo Hemlo-
CToMH criaceHust. TONbKO HE OT aHresjia — BOIUIOIIEHHS 100pa,
UCTHHBI U KPacoThl. U y’k TOUHO HE OT KEHIIUHBI, C KOTOPOW HU-
KOI/Ia He MO3BOJIUT ceOe ObITh.

— W yuro? — HacTauBaia Jleruox.

— U 10. B3ameH mblI TOXE OyzieM T0OPHI K HEM.

—UYro? Her! Het-Het-Het. — Ecniit Ob1 OHa CTOsIIa, TO TOMHYJA
ObI HOTOM. — SI OOMAKY €ee, eCcCliv 3aX04uuy.

— JlernoH, — npou3Hec A3pOH caMbIM CTPOI'MIM TOHOM, Ha KO-
TOPBIA ObLT criocoOeH. — DTo He 00cykaaeTcs. Thl OcTaBUIIb ee
B nokoe. [TooGemaii Mmue.

HaxmypuBITHCh, OHa CIIPHITHYJIA C €r0 KOJIEHEH U TTPUHSLIACH
MEPUTH 111araMu KOBEp.

— Ter xoTen, 4uTOOB 51 ObUIA J10Opa ¢ TBOMMH JPY33bSIMHU.
33HAY4UT, ¥ OHA TBOU Apyr? Thl HE MOXKEIIb IPYXKKUTH C



MEP33KUM aHTEJIOM.

Jlernon cioBHO roBopmiia cama ¢ coOOM, Tak YTO AIpPOH He
cTasl orBevarb. [Ipocto gan e BO3MOKHOCTb BBITOBOPUTHCS,
YTOOBI BBITYCTUTH T1aP.

— Omna kpaccuBas? ['oToBa NoccropuTh, YTO KPACCUBAS.

W cHOoBa A3pOH IpoMoItyal, NoHuMast, 4to JIernon pesHyer u
X0ueT ObITh LIEHTPOM ero Mupa. Takoe rnoBefeHue He peIKOCTh Yy
JeTeil OTHOB-oAuHOYeK. OHA He JI0OUT, KOTla OH MepeKIIouaeT
BHUMaHME Ha KOro-To elll€.

— ThI ee mOOUIIIIIB, — C YKOPU3HOM MTPOU3HECTIA OHA.

— Her. He mo0i0, — Bo3pasuit ASpoH, Cliblilia HEYBEPEHHOCTb
B COOCTBEHHOM TOJIOCE.

Heckonbko Houelt moapsia oH aepxkan ONvMBUIO B OOBATHSX,
Y €My 3TO NOHpaBWwIOCh. Haxe caumkom. [lonpasuiocs, uro 3a
3aBTPaKOM OHa CHJIeJIa y Hero Ha KoseHsx. IlonpaBuiocs ory-
IIaTh €e YUCThII HeOecHbI apoMaT. YyBCTBOBATh €€ MSTKYIO KO-
Ky ¥ CMOTPeTh B HEBUHHBIE I71a3a. EMy HpaBummch ee 1006poTa
Y PELIUTENBHOCTb.

Hpasuiiock T0, Kak OHa CMOTPHUT HA HETO — CJIOBHO OH U CIa-
CHTElTb, U COOTa3HUTENh OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— Tol ee mobutb, — MoBTopuiia JIErMoH ¢ Takoil APOCTHIO,
910, Oy/Ib €€ CJIOBA OTHEM, OOOKIJIH ObI eMy KOXKY.

— JlermoH, — BockJIMKHYJ A3poH. — Jlaxke ecau MHE U Mo-
HPABUTCS Apyrasi KeHIIMHA, 9TO BOBCE HE O3HAYAET, UTO s Oy1y
MeHblIe JToOUTh TeOs1. Thl MOM peOEeHOK, M HUUTO 3TO HE U3Me-
HUT.



Sl 3akanan c ee HEBEPOSITHO OCTPBIX KJIBIKOB — KJIBIKOB, KO-
TOpbIE OHA C PhIYaHUEM OCKAJINJIA.

— 4 He pebeHOK! A THI He MOXCKeIIb ee moouTh. [IpoccTo
He Mosokelnb. 1 yobio ee. YObio npsiMo ceifyuacc!

C stumu cinoBamu JIernoH pacTBOpuiiach B BO3yXe.

— Hy, 4ro ckaxens?

OnuBHS HEJIOBKO BepTesiach Nepes OrPOMHBIM, BO BECh POCT,
3epKaJIOM, pacCMaTpHUBasi CBOM HAps/I: YEpHBIE CaTlory IO KOJIeH,
ellBa IPUKPHIBAIOIIYIO ATOAMIIB 00Ky U TOIT HEOECHO-TOIy00ro
nBerta. V3-3a nosica 100KH BBITJISIIBIBAJ Kpai TOyOBIX, B TOH TO-
1y, CTPUHIOB, KpUYalX 00 UCIOPUYEHHOCTH CBOEH BJIaICIHIIBL.
Huxorna npexae OnmBrs Tak He oOHaxasack. Jlaxe Haxomsch
HaeMHe ¢ caMoil co0oi. B aTom mpocTo He ObII0 HAJOOHOCTH.

Brnipouem, oHa cama 00 3TOM HONPOCHIIA.

— Cpenaii MeHs1 KpacuBOM, — oOparmiach oHa K Kaiie, eaBa
A>3pOH, mevaras 1mar, oKUHYJ KPerocTh.

— Ax, uymHenbko! Co3mgagum Tebe oOpa3 pa3BpaTHHIIBI, —
0ObsSIBUJIA TapIHUSL.

3acnpimias 310, YunbsaMm u [apuc 3acronanu. Hanesas ceGe
nog, Hoc «CKy-y-ykora-a», [lapuc ymamwica. Yuibam yxoauTb
HE CIEHIWI, MbITASICh MPEMJIOKUTh CBOI0 «IOMOIIb», HO Kaiis
NPUTPO3WIIA, UTO CAeIaeT ceOe Cepbrd M3 €ro siMil, 1 OH TOXe
peTUpOBAJICS.

BrImpoBOIMB BOMHOB, Taprivs yAWBIEHHO TOCMOTpeNa Ha
OnuBuio:



— Xouelb, YTOObI A9POH OCO3HAJI CBOIO OIIMOKY, a?

— NmenHo.

Bonee Toro, el X0Ten0ch pajiuKajabHO U3MEHUTh AHT€JIbCKUN
o0pa3. Pa3 u HaBcerna. OnuBus pemmia, 4To, COPOCUB IJIaThe,
OHA C TaKOW e JIETKOCTBIO M30aBUTCSI OT CTPaxa M HepelIuTe b-
HOCTU. A 0OJIAUUBIIIMCH B BHI3BIBAIOIINI HAPS/I, 0OpPETET yBepeH-
HOCTb B ce0e M HalIOPUCTOCTb.

BTopoii pa3 noBepHyBIINUCH CIMHOM, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETH Ce-
0s1 c3aau, OnuBus MoHsIa, YTo He omubnack. Hy, BepHee, oHa
TIOHsIJIA 3TO, KOTJIa y Hee TepecTaia KpyKuThcs rojosa. K cya-
CTBI0, OHA HAaKOHEI[-TO CTajIa MPUBBIKATh K COOCTBEHHBIM HOT'aM
U cyMeJia He yInacTb.

— MHe HpaBuTCSl, — yCMeXasich, MPOBO3IJIACHTIA OHA.

Tenepyr OnMBHS BHIIIIAUT COBEPIIEHHO MO-WHOMY. [loutn
Kak yesioBeK. Bosiee Toro, oHa OyKBaJIbHO CHUSIET M KYIaeTcsl B
9TOM CHUSIHUM, KaK B MOpPE SHEPrHH.

«51 cupHas. S kpacuBas».

Yro nogymaer AspoH? 3a Bce To BpeMs, uTo OIMBUA 32 HUM
HaOJTI0/1aJ1a, OH HUKOT/Ia He 0Opallial BHUMaHUSI HA Ha OJTHY KeH-
HIMHY — 32 UCKJIIDYEHUEM €€ CaMOil B T€YEHHE HECKOIbKUX HO-
Jell U CerofiHsIHero yrpa. Tak 4rto oHa He Oblla yBepeHa, Kakon
THIT KEHIIUH OH MPEIIOYNTALT.

OsnuBHS peruia, 9To 3TO | K Jiydiemy. Tak el He HyKHO Oy-
JIeT IPUTBOPSTLCS TeM, KeM He siBisieTcsi. B mpoTuBHOM cityuae
JI0 CHX TIop cujiena Obl Ha HeOecax. Tak 4Tto ASpOHY NPHIETCS
NOMIOOUTD ee TaKoW, Kakasi OHa ecTh. IMeHHO 3Toro et OosblIie



BCEro XOTeJI0Ch. EC/M k€ OH HEe CYMEET — UTO K, TOI/Ia HE CTOUT
TPATUTh Ha HETO BpEMs.

«Tel emy noHpasuibes. Kak xe nnaye?»

Kak npugaTHO ouymars yBEpEHHOCTbD.

— DTO NPUKUJ B JyXE «3aCTaBb MYKUMHY YMOJSTH», TOYHO
TeOe ToBopIo, — yBepsiyia Kaiist. PeikeBonocast rapnvisi OMTBIN Yac
pbLIachk B CBOeM rapaepooe, 4toObl ofieTh OJIMBUIO TOJKHBIM 00-
pazoM. — ¢ cTeipyiia €ro B OJHOM MAJIEHBKOM MarasuH4YuKe B
ropoJe.

CexyHIIOUKy.

— Thl He MIaTUIa 32 3Ty OEKIY?

— Her.

— IlpaBna?

OnuBHS ¢ yIUBIICHHEM OOHAPYKIJIA, YTO OT STOTO IPU3HAHUS
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa ce0s elle cekcyaibHee. Heyxen oHa CTAaHOBUT-
Csl TAKOM JKe IJIOXOM, Kak iIeMoHbI? He oTripaBUTh Ji B Mara3uH
HEMHOTO JeHer? «Y 1e0a ux Her». Moxer, Torua nociaarb B Ma-
ra3vH JIeHbrv AspoHa’?

— Tenepb caguch, — ckoMaHoBasia Kaiisi, KUBHYB B CTOPOHY
KpecJia y TYaJIeTHOTO CTOJIMKA.

Kameo 3acTonana.

— To1 emie He 3akoHuMIa? — Cruas Ha KpoBaTy, OHA HETEPIIEITU-
BO JIOKM1AJIaCh KOHIIa nipeBpaieHust OJIMBUM B PaCyTHUILY. —
YV MeH# CTOJIBKO BOIPOCOB.

— Tax 3agaBaii ux, oka s Oy[y 3aHUMaTbCsl €€ MaKUSIKEM, —
noxasna riedamu Kaiis.



OnuBHS yCTPOUIIACh HA ITIONIEBOM CHIEHbE, KaK el ObLIO Be-
JIEHO, a rapnus Mnpucesia rnepeja Held Ha KOPTOYKHU, BOOPYKHUB-
IIKCh KUCTOYKOWM M KOPOOOUYKOW C TEHSAMHM JIa3ypHOTo IIBETA.
OnuBKS HUKOT/IA MPEX/e He Kpacuach U OTOMY He Oblla yBe-
pEHa HACUeT TAKOI'0 HACBHIIIEHHOTO OTTEHKA, HO BO3paKaTb HE
craja. B KOHIlEe KOHIIOB, 9TO OIHA W3 IIPUYMH, IO KOTOPOU OHA
3nech. [lorpoOoBaTh BCE, YTO TOJIBKO MOXKET IMPEJIOKHUThH e
MHUP.

— 3akpoii 171a3a, — Besnena Kaiisa. OnuBus moquymuHuIach v ro-
YYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK KMCTOYKA MSTKO 3arnopxajia no sekam. — Ha-
ypHai, Kameo.

[ToBTOpHOTO NpUIIalIeHus] He TOTPeOOBAIOCH.

— Thl ckazana, 4TO 3Haelllb, IJ€ KUBYT APYTUe OEpPKUMbIE
JeMOHaMH OeccMepTHBIe, — 3asiBuiia Kameo, cpa3y mepexons K
Jeny.

- Ha.

N cHoBa MonHuA He nopasuiia ONMBUIO U ApMUS AHTEJIOB HE
MOSIBUJIACH.

— B Ty HOUB, KOTJa ASpOH criac Tedst, OH BCTPETUIT JEBYIIKY.
Ee okpyxkanu Kpuyaiiye TeHd, 4yTo Obl 3TO HU 3Haumio. Thl ee
3Haelb?

OsnuBHs KUBHYIA, OYIy4YH HE B CHJIaX CIIEPKAThCA.

— Cuau cMUpHO, — MPUKPUKHYJIa Ha Hee Kaiist. — Teneps MmHe
NpUAETCS 3aHOBO KpacuTh Tebe I71a3, a TO ceiyac OH BHIIJISAUT
Tak, OynTo s Teds1 ynapwia. JIMYHO MHE Tak OYeHb HpPaBUTCH, a
BOT A3pOH, 00IOCh, HE OLICHUT.



— W3Bunn. — OnuBHs pacripsiMiiia ClMHY, CTapasich OOJbIIe
He meBennThes. — 1o Ckaprnert, nous Pen. [a, Ha ciyyau, ecim
BBl HE B Kypce, Pes — camonpoBo3IyialieHHass MaTh BCEU 3eMJIU
u 03710071eHHas xeHa KpoHoca.

— Yro? — axnyna Kameo. — JleBymika-u3-TeHu — 109b OOroB?
Jla He kakux-T0, a BepxoBHOro Oora TUTAaHORB?

— BooOie-To oHa 10ub TONBKO OoruHU. KpoHoc el He otell.
BnepBble pa3pyrasimch ¢ HUM, Pest ipeanach 3armpeTHo# oo-
BU C BOMUHOM-MUPMUIOHSTHUHOM.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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