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Onoxa Mpaunsix [lepemen! Bpemsi rocioncTBa NpUpOIHBIX CTUXHM, YKACHBIX
MOHCTPOB M cMepTeIbHbIX Oosie3Helt. Kto BuHoBar B ciyuusiiiemcsi? IMeHHO
9TOT HEJIETKUI BOIIPOC MPEACTOUT pelinTh KpacHoMy - BOMHY, 3a0bIBILIEMY O
CBOEM IIPOIIIIOM, a TaKke KOposito PpocTy - KECTOKOMY ChIHY umrieparopa. Kto
U3 HUX HaizeT pasragky? Kak ux perieHus MoBIUSIOT HA JATbHEUIIYIO CYIBOY
yesnoBeuecTBa? M, HAKOHEI, KTO U3 HUX JTOKMBET 10 KOHIA?
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baarogapaocrn

CambIMU NIEPBBIMM XOUY TOOIAroIapuTh MOUX JIOPOTMX M TOPSIYO JIIOOMMBIX POAMTENEN, ojia-
PUBLIMX MHE KU3Hb, BOCIIUTABILUX, JAABIIMX 00pPa30BaHUE U YBEPEHHOCTh B CBOMX cHJax. be3 Hux
HE TO YTO CO3/IaHKe, HO JJaXke MBICJIb O MOI00HON KHUTE Oblila OBl HEBO3MOJKHA.

Janee xo4eTcs OTMETUTD JIIOZIEH, TPUHABLIMX B TOM WJIM MHOW CTENEHH y4acTue B CO3JaHUM
9TOU KHUTH.

IlepBoit BcnomuHaetcss Exarepuna AkyauHuHa. Ee mocTosiHHBIE BOMPOCH O MPOJIBUKEHUU
MOE# KHUTHM OKPBUTHIIA MEHSI ¥ 3aCTABHJIM B3SThCS 32 padOTY ¢ IBOMHOM CHIION. 3a BpeMsi Halllel CoB-
MECTHOM y4eObl 51 IOCTUT KOJIOCCANIBHBIX yCIeXoB. Kpome mocTosiHHOro cTiMymupoBaHus K padore,
OHa BJIOXHYJIa B KHUTY HOBYIO )KU3Hb, IPEJIOKUB HECKOJIBKO OECCIIOpHO LieHHBIX uaeil. IMeHHO
Onarozaps Exkatepune B onvcaHHON HMXKE UCTOPUU TOSIBUIIUCH JKEHCKHE NIEPCOHAKU U CBSI3aHHBIE C
HYMHU JTIOOOBHBIE TIEPEKUBAHMSI.

Bnaropnapio 3oto ITerpoBay Kono6oBy 3a 1opuandeckyio HOMOIIb.

Cnacu6o Exarepune Ko3noBoii u Mmoeii porHoii cectpe Hacte 3a mocuiibHYI0 TOMOIIb B CO3/1a-
HUY KHWUTY ¥ TIOMCKA MyTel ee OImyOIMKOBaHUSI.

Bbaaronapro cBoero npenogasaresis o pycckomy A3biky, Eneny Ilerposany CoTHMKOBY, 3a cripa-
BE/IJIMBYIO KPUTHKY U YKa3aHUE Ha psiJi OLIMOOK, KOTOpblE MHE MPUIILJIOCh UCIIPABUTh.

OrpomHoe criaci60 MoeMmy Jiyutiemy apyry Cepreto [IeHbKOBCKOMY 3a TO, UTO OH €CTh M TOTOB
BCer/ia MPUATH Ha TTOMOIIb, HECMOTPsI HA Ha KaKKe OOCTOSITENIbCTRA.

Bbnaronapio Eneny OcbkuHy 3a CBExUe UIEU, KOPPEKTUPOBKY, UCITPABJIEHUE TPAMMATHUYECKUX,
MYHKTYalMIOHHBIX, JIEKCHUECKHX U IPOYMX OIIMOOK. be3 ee npernopaBaTesibckoro TajlaHta MHe ObLIO
Obl OYEHb TPYIHO.

Cnacu6o Kcennu CynnykoBoit, Okcane CunuiHou U TathsiHe MuxaidjIoBO¥ 3a TOCTIeIHUE
IITPUXU B KOPPEKTYPE U PEAAKTYPE KHUTH.

bnaronapio Aneny IleTpoBy 3a HOMOILb B TOUCKE XYJOKHHKA.

Cnacu6o Uropro KazakoBy n Dmmmne ['youHol 3a XynoxecTBeHHOe 0(hOpMIIeHHE KHUTH.

Brnarozapio cBOW KOMITBIOTED, a BIOCIEICTBUM M HOYTOYK, 32 TO, YTO BBIIEPKAIN BCE U3/EBa-
TEJIbCTBA HaJl HUMU B TIOPY CO3JaHUs 3TON KHUIHU.

U, KoHe4HO ke, OrpoMHOe criacubo Moer Oe3rpaHuyHOl (haHTa3uKM 1 OECKOHEYHOMY TepIie-
HMIO.

Jladice camas npounas cemvsi — He npouree KapmouHo2o OOMUKA.
Lorcopoorc Casun I'anugparc
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Yacrs nepsas
Pazpymiennas ceMbsi

I'naBa nepBast
Konen cemenHon uanJinu

Beuen monvko mup meumol.
B.A. Bprocoes

— Jloporoii, Kak Thl AyMaelllb: KUTeIM 3HATHOTO KBapTasa Korjna-HuOy/Ib MpOCTAT MeHs ?

— JIiobumasi, onsATh THI 3a crapoe. S eme pa3 TeOe MOBTOPSIIO, Thl HA B Y€M HE BUHOBATa. JTO
BCE 51 U MOsI HEKOHTPOJIMpYeMasl KeCTOKOCTh. Ho s ke M3BMHMIICS Tiepe]] TOOO M Nepesi HUMH 3a
CBOIO I'pyOOCTh. §I YECTHO pacKauBaOCh B COAESIHHOM, HO OOJbIlle HUYEro He MOTy czienath. [axe
OTeLl He MOXET BOCKpELIaTh MEPTBBIX. DTO HEBO3MOXHO! Co BpeMeHeM kuTeIu 3HaTHOrO KBapTasa
IIPOCTAT MEHs, M KU3Hb MoTeveT no-crapomy. Hy a eciu Her, To 1 6e3 HUX Mbl IPOKMBEM OTIIMYHO.
TeGe pa3Be MJI0X0 CO MHO?

— Hypayok! Kak Tel MOXeIllb TOBOPUTh Takoe? XOTb Thl y MEHS U 3/10[€M, KAKUX CBET HE BU/IbI-
BaJI, HO 51 O€3yMHO JIIOOIIO TeOsI.

— Hokaxu! He Bepio!

— Yecromoben! Kakue ere Tede HyKHBI JOKa3aTelbCTBA?

— INouenyit meHs.

— C papoctbio.

Bor Takoil mpoxoaui pasroBop Me:xay PpocroM u Aon3oid, CuIeBIIMMU Ha Kpato (DOHTaHa B
napke 3HaTHOro kBaprajia. OHM Tak CHJIBHO ObUIM YBJIEUEHBI IPYT APYIOM, UTO Jae He 3aMevaliu
BHUMAaTEJIbHO CJIEAMBIIMX 32 HUMM Jiofied. A ux Obu10 Hemasio. 1o oiHy CTOpOHY OT BIIOOJIEHHBIX,
B TEHHU JIepPeBbEB, HAXOJUJICS HEOOJIBILON OTPsA]] JIETKOM MEeXOThI, BO3IJIABJIsAeMblil reHepaiom [JopoH-
TOPOM, a O JIPYTyI0 — HECKOJIBKO JKHTeJield 3HaTHOro KBapraja. [lepBble OXpaHsuIM UIMIEPaTOPCKYIO
YeTy, BTOpblE — TPEBOKHO TOIJIS/IBIBAJIM TO HA CBOMX JeTel, 0e33a00THO MIpaloluX B JOTOHSUIKA
OKOJIO JIEPEBBEB, I'YCTO PACTYIIMX IO BCEMY MapKy, TO Ha BIIIOOICHHYIO Mapy, OeCrie4HO BOPKYIOIIYIO.
BonHenwue xuteneit 3HaTHOro KBapraja ObUIO MOHSATHO: Cpein Oeraiommx pedAaT HaXOQUICs PUHIT
Dpuk. [JaHHOE 00CTOSITENBHCTBO CYIMIO Majio Xopomiero. [IpeacraBuTeny 3HaTH He 3a0bUIM HEJaB-
Hell KpoBaBOW pacrpasbl, yauHeHHON PpoctoM. [la 1 Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO ObUIO 3a0bITh. JlecaTku
HU B YeM He NOBUHHBIX JIIOAEH BMMI JIMIIIINCh )KU3HEN M3-3a BHE3AITHOW BCIBIIIKY THEBA KOPOJIS.
Jlro6oro yenoBeka 3a MOJ0OHOE MPECTyIUIeHNe Ka3HWIN Obl, HO TOJIBKO He ChiHA umrieparopa. ®poct
MIOMPOCHJT ITPOLIEHHUSI 32 COIESIHHOE, YTO TOKE OBUIO COOBITUEM SKCTPAOPIMHAPHBIM, HO TEM HE MeHee
3TO HUYEro He MeHsu10. YTo eMy Melajo MOBTOPUTh MAacCOBOE KPOBOMPOIUTHE, €CJIM OH OCTAJICA
6e3HakazaHHbIM? [T09TOMY KUTEMM 3HATHOrO KBapTaia ¢ TPEeToM B Cepille, He B CUJIaX YTO-JIMO0
clieaTh, BHUMATEIbHO CIIEAWIN 32 KaXIbIM ABWKEHUEM MPUHLIA. DPUK K& TEM BPEMEHEM Becello
Urpajl C HUYEro He MOIO3PEeBAIMMU peOsTaMu, MHOIJA MOMaxuBasi PyKOW CBOMM CYACTIIMBBIM
POIUTEIISIM.

Brpyr npremHblii CbIH KOpOJIsl, CXBAaTUBIIKCH 32 CBOIO JIAJJOHb, PE3KO OCTAaHOBUJICS, OTYETO
JOTOHSIIONIMI €ro MaJbuMK Bpe3ajicsl B HErO Ha MOJHOW CKOpocTu. Pebsita ynanu, v 1o mapky pas-
Heccsl AeTckuil peB. Ppoct ¢ AJIon30i TYT ke BCKOUMJIM U MOAOEk AT K DPUKY, B TO BpeMs Kak K
APYroMy MaJIbuMKy — €0 POAUTEINH.
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— Ilpocrute ero, OH ciy4aiiHO, — CTaJIM U3BUHATHCS MOCIIEAHNE, OMTHOBPEMEHHO YIIpEKasi CBO-
€ro CbIHa 32 HEBHUMATEJIbHOCTb.

— Huuero, Huyero. 1o Bcero JMiib JI€TH, — ONpaBbIBaIach Ajionsa, yCroKauBas JpukKa. —
He nano npocuts nporeHus.

Poaurenu manbumka, nosib3ysch OMaronpusATHON CUTYAIUeH, MOCHEITHO OTKJIAHSIIUCH U YBEJIH
TMIepeCTaBIIIero peBeTh peOeHKa, a BIOOJIEHHbIE HUKAK HE MOTJIM YCIIOKOUTD CBOETO. DPUK MPOIOIIKAT
KpU4aTh, NMPWXKaB JIAJOHb K JIAOHU, U BA0OABOK Havasl CHJIBHO OpbIKAThCs HOTaMH, HE JaBasich B
pyku. Becenas ynpiOka crionsia ¢ il Koposisi 1 KoposieBbl. OOCTYNUBIIME UX UMIIEPCKUE COMIATHI,
CTOSITM KaK BKOMAHHbIE, HE 3Hasl, YTO MPEINPUHSTL. Y HUX OTCYTCTBOBAJI IUIaH JACHCTBHUI HA STOT
ciay4vail. [laxxe renepai [JJopoHTOp He OHMMAJT, YTO JIydllle ClesIaTh, He HAKJIMKAaB MU 3TOM Oery.

— CBIHOK, uTO ¢ ToO0M? ¥V Tebs uto-T0 60muT? Craxu rae? S momory Tede, — ymonsiia Asousa,
TBITASICh YCIIOKOUTDb IIPOJOJIKAIOLIETO KPUYaTh ChIHA.

— JlaioHu. .. — eJ1e BBITOBOPUJI MAJIbUMK.

— Jlanonu 60nAT? — yauBUIACh AEBYIIKA.

— Her... Yemyres... YkacHO... — IposeneTan OH ¥ CHOBa TPOMKO 3aKpHAYal.

AJon3a HENMOHMMAIOILE IOCMOTpEJIa Ha MYyKa.

— K orny, — orBeTu oH, B35B DpuKa Ha pyku. — HemenneHHo!

Uepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHU BOEXaJIU B TPUEMHBIH 3aJl.

— Apuen! — 3akpuyas Gpoct Bo Bee ropio. — daen! e To1?

INepen HUMM MOSIBUIICS OECTENIECHBIH CITyTa KOPOJIS.

— Jla, Bame BenuectBo, — yITUBO 0OpaTuiics OH, IOKJIOHUBIIIUCH.

— HemenyieHHO pa3bliiy MOETo OTIIa ¥ TIepeiail eMy, YTOOBI OH ceivac e SBUJICS B MOU MTOKOU.

— Tak u nepenatb? — nepecnpocuil DJeH.

— Ucnionustii!

[Tpuspaunslil cayra ucues, a KOposieBcKasi CeMbsl ocennia B mokon Ppocra. Dpuk npoaon-
’KaJI UCTOIIIHO KpHUaTh U OpbIKaThes. Ajlon3a 0€30CTaHOBOYHO IUIAKAA.

Bckope onn okazanmuch Ha Mecte. Benen 3a HUMM mosiBuiics B30OelIeHHbIN umrnepatop. OH
ObLT BO3MYIICH MMOBEICHUEM ChIHA. BUJT Kpryaliero BHyKa M 1uiadyIieil HeBeCTKH 3aCTaBUJI KOJITyHa
3a0bITh O THEBE.

— Yro0 ciyuyniocs?

— DPUK UrpaJl B AOTOHSUIKH, HO B HETO Bpe3aJics MaJIbUMK U OHM yHajau. MoxeT ObITh, OH 4TO-
HUOYb IOBpeANI? — OTBETHIA AJION3a CKBO3b CJIE3bI.

CyHpa3 nojionien K BHYKY, 4TOObI IOTPOHYTBCSI IO HEro, HO TyT ®pocTt noOaBuiI:

— DPpUK cKazaJl, 4TO y HETO CUJIBHO YEIyTCs JIAJOHU.

OT nocnegHuX CI0B UMIIEPATOP NMEPEMEHUJICS B JIULIE.

— Yro?!

KonayH B3BONTHOBaHHO cxBaTuil pebeHKa 3a pyku. [IoMsIB X HEMHOrO, OH MPOYUTAIT KaKoe-
TO 3aKJIMHAHUE, A 3aTeM BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— He moxert ObITh!

—Yro? Yto ¢ Hum? — 3arosiocuiia Anousa. — [Iporry, ckaxu, otell.

— Yepnas cMmepTtb, — otBeTHI1 CyHpas. — 4 ceituac.

Nmneparop, He cMOTpsI Ha BO3PACT, BbLIETE 32 IBEPb, OCTABUB CEMENHYIO IIapy B HEAOYMEHUU.

— ®pocT, 4TO Takoe YepHasi CMEPTh? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CIIpOCHIIa AJIOM3a, B35IB IIPOJOIIKAIO-
1Iero Kpuyarh JpHKa Ha PyKH.

— He 3Hato, noporas. Ceituac BepHeTCs OTell U Bce HaM OOBSICHUT. Bce Oynmer Xopoio, BOT
YBU/IUIIIb.

Bckope Bo3BpaTuiicsi KOIAYH ¢ OONBIIAM KOJTMYECTBOM KHUT M Pa3JIMUHBIX CKJISTHOK.

— Oreti, yTO Takoe YepHasi cMepTh? — cupocut Ppocr.

— Ilotom, otoMm, — rpyoo otBetu CyHpas. — Bpemenu mano. Bam sydinie BHIATH.
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— Her! — 3akpuyaisia Asnousa. — 51 He ocTaBio cbiHa!

— Torna He Memaiite MHE.

DpuKa TOJOKWIM Ha KpoBaTh. MIMIiepaTop cTajl ynTaTh HajJ HUM CTpaHHbIC 3aKJIMHAHUS U
HACUJIBHO BJIMBATh B POT BHYKA KaKHMe-TO JKUJIKOCTH.

Tak IpoOAOIKAIOCh HECKOIBKO YacoB, HO, K COXAJICHUIO, MATbUMKY HE CTAHOBHJIOCH JIyYIIle.
JleTckuiil KprK paszaBajicsi IO BceMy 3[1aHUI0. 3a ABEPbI0 KOMHATHI COOPAJICh 00eCTIOKOEHHbIE 00U -
TaJm ABopra. HUKTO He MOr OcTaBaThCs PABHOMYIIHBIM K CTPaJaibdeCKUM KPHKaM MaJICHbKOTO
MIPUHIIA, KOTOPBIE CTAHOBUJIMCH CUJIBHEE C KaXKIbIM Pa30M.

dpoct gepxan U3BUBAIOIIETOCS, CIIOBHO 3Mesl, DpUKa, YTOOBI IOMOYb OTITY COBEpIIaTh Maru-
YecKue puTyasbl. Aon3a cujesa psjioM Ha KPOBaTH |, MPOJOJIKAsl PbIIaTh, IIaquiia yMUAPAIOIIETro
CBIHOUKA.

K Beuepy maspuuk oOeccuiiesl U yxke He MOr KpudaTh. OT HEro MCXOIVJIM TOJIBKO JKaJIKHE
XpHribl. [71a3a ero HaJMJIMCh KPOBBIO, M30 pTa momuia Oenas neHa. Anonsa Hayaaa 6e30CTaHOBOYHO
monuTh CyHpasa criactu ero. OH ycTasio OTBeyas ei, Mpocsi He MelllaTh eMy YMTaTh 3akjnHaHus. Ha
ero J10y BBICTYITWJIA UCTIAPUHA, & PYKH U HOTY TPSICITUCH OT HAIIPSIKSHUS.

Hacrynuna Houb. YiryurieHus: He ObUTO. DPUK COBEPIICHHO 3aTUX U HE ABHUTAJICS — OH BIAJI B
Oecco3HaTebHOe cocTosiHME. Ero Teo crano ropsyM, CIOBHO OrOHb, 4 Ha KOKE BBICTYITHIT XOJIOA-
HeI 1oT. Koe-rae nosiBuivck uepHble nisATHA. Mimmeparop 6e3 yMOJIKy MPpOIosIKal YuTaTh Oecrones-
HBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS. Bce CKIISTHKY, KOTOpbIe OH MPUHEC, ObLITHM OMYCTOIISHBI M BAJISUTMCH Ha TIoimy. ®poct
aepxkai 00ecCUIeBIYIO JKeHY, KOTOpasi He MOIJIa yKe Jlaxe IJIakaTh. [lyIeBHble cTpajaHus Tak ee
OITYCTOIIIMJIM, YTO OHA MaJIO YeM OTJIMYajIach OT ChIHA.

— Mawma, — BIpYT THXO MPOU3HEC DPUK.

AJon3a MOMEHTaJILHO OTCTPAHUIIACh OT MYKa M OOHsiJIa peOeHKa.

— Ja, CHIHOK, — JTaCKOBO TIpom3Hecia oHa. — Tebe yure?

DpUK MMOCMOTPEN Ha MaTh CTPAIIHBIMU IJ1a3aMH, OTUYETrO TIOCTEAHsISA YyTh He yrajia OT yxkKaca,
Y TIPUHSJICS U3BEPraTh Kakylo-T0 OECCBA3HYIO Pedb, COMTPOBOXK/IAIOIIYIOCS TPOMKUMH KPUKAMHU.

— IIpuroroBbcs aepxath xkeHy, — menHysa @pocry CyHpas.

C10BHO BTOPS €ro cJoBaM, peOEHOK M3/l UCTOUIHBIN BOIUTb U 3aTHX.

— DpuK, DpUK, — CTaja TPACTU ero Asousa.

ManpuuK He OT3BIBAJICS.

— CbIHOK, oTBeTh MHE. ChIHOK. .. H-e-e-e-e-1-1!!!

JKenmmuHa, 06e3yMeB 1 UCTOIITHO KpUYa, MPUHSIIACH IPOCTHO XJIECTATh IO MeKaM MPUTUXIIETO
MaJIbYMKa, TBITAsICh TIPUBECTH €r0 B UyBCTBA.

— Anousa, muasi, nepectanb, — cxpatui ee Ppoct. — OH ymep. Ymep. ..

Ha rma3zax xoposist ossBUIIMCH CJIe3bl U OH, OOHSIB PHIJAIOINIYIO KEeHY, OTIAJICA HAXJIBIHYBIIAM
Ha Hero 4yBcTBaM. VM BTOpm nmmieparop CyHpas.

keksk

[NevanbHoe yTpo Hactynwio B Poreane. Ha miomanu nepen ABOPIOM BIIEpBbIE 3a JOJTHE
TOZIbl TOpeJ OrpedasbHbIA KocTep, YHOCAI M oqHoro u3 Kacrunac. MHOr#e UCKpeHHe OTUIaKMBaJIH
CMepTb MTPUHITA DPHUKA ¥ COUYBCTBOBAJIM FOPIO KOPOJIEBCKOM UeThl. TONBKO He y BceX MPUUMHON TOMY
SIBJISTIOCh YYBCTBO yTpaThl. B cuily cBoero pacuemiMBoro yma Oosibliasi YacTb 3HATHOTO KBapTasa
MOHUMAJIA, YTO CMEPTh MAJIbUMKA KapAMHAIBHO H3MEHUT MOPSIOK CYIIECTBYIOIINX BEIlel: umrepa-
TOp CHOBA MICYE3HET B CBOEH TO/I3eMHOM JJabopaTopuu, NprHIlecca KruHesia BeIIeT U3 J0OPOBOITb-
HOT'O 3aTOYEHMsI HA CMEHY yBsiIIen Asonse, a Kopoib PpocT BepHETCs K IpekHeMy 00pasy Cyllle-
CTBOBAHUSA — KPOBH U ITOXOTH. K HECYACThIO, UX OIIaCECHUS HE 6bIHI/I 6CCHO‘IBCHH]:»IMI/I, " MEPEMCHBI
HAYaJIMCh PAHBIIE, YeM WX OKUIAIIH.
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AJnou3a pbiana, CTosi Ha KOJIEHsIX, OKOJIO 3aTyXalollero norpedaibHoro kocrpa. Ilnauymmue
®poct u CyHpa3 HAXOOWIKCh PSIOM C HEll, BHUMATEIbHO ciie/isl 3a OeTHOM KEHIMHOM, CIIOCOOHON
KUHYThCS B OrOHb B MoOy0 MuHyTy. C3aqu HUX pacroyiarajics HeOOJIBbIION OTPsil OXPaHbl, CpeIu
KOTOpOro ObLIH reHepasibl Mpakyc u ['pumyc.

Korga oronb OkOHYaTeNnbHO TOTYX, M HApOJ CTaJl PacXOAMThCs, AJoM3a BAPYr BCKOUMIIA,
OTTOJIKHYB MPOTATUBAIOLIETO €i PyKy MYyXa U OpOCHIIach C KyJIakaMK Ha UMIIepaTopa.

— IIpoknsaTeiii KonayH! — 3aKkpryana oHa. — 3710 Thl Yo ero! Tl youn moero manburka! 1o
THI HAITyCTUJI Y€PHYIO cMepTh! Bostblile HUKTO He MOT 3TOTO C/eaTh.

Ona He ycniesia KOCHYThCS crapuka. [lepen Hell Bo3HUK reHepai Mpakyc, KOTOPbIi, UCHIOJHSS
nonr tenoxpanutens: CyHpasa, 3aHec pyKy i yaapa. Ero, B cBoo ouepenb, ocranoBui ['pumyc,
I0OPOBOJILHO BO3JIOKHUBIIMI Ha cedst MUCCHIO 110 3aruTe Aonsbl. OH, 3aCJIOHUB CITUHOW JKEHIIUHY,
OJIOKMPOBAJ yAap U B3sUICS 3a CEKHpY. Mpakyc B OTBET CXBaTHJI Kopyca 3a ropio. [IpukocHoBeHMe
HaYaJIbHUKA KATMMAaxoB 00J1a1aJ10 00KUTaoIM 3 (PEKTOM, TOITOMY Yepe3 CeKYHLy 3aIaxJio rnase-
HoI mepcTbio ['pumyca.

Eie 4yTh-uyTh, ¥ KX MOTACOBKA Mepepociia Obl B KPOBaBYIO IpaKy. [ eHepasbl JaBHO HE10M00-
JIMBAJIU JIPYT JpyTa.

— Ipekparuts! — rpo3Ho nmpukazan @poct. — Hemeniento!

I'enepansl ocraHoBrKch. HO KOposieBa mpoaosmkaiia MpoKJIMHATH UMIIepaTopa.

— Anousza! — 3akpuyas Koposb, ofoias K Hed. — [Ipekpatu HememyieHHO! OTell HU B yeM He
BuHOBat! ThI ke cama Bujiesa, YTO OH MBITAJICS C/IeNIaTh BCe JUIs HAIIeToO ChiHa!

— Moero, ®poct! Moero, a ve Hatiero! Tel uto-TO MyTaens! A cpasy nouyBCcTBOBaA, €IIe TaM,
B AIlJIEICKMX pyJHUKAX, YTO TeOe HyXHa 5, MO€ TeJIo, a He MO ChIH. Thl HICKYCHO CHIT'paJl Ha Mate-
PUMHCKHX YyBCTBAaX, YTOOHI s MomoOmIa 1eds1, a MOTOM OecyeIOBEeYHbIM CIIOCOOOM YOUII HEHYKHOTO
TeOe MOTOMKa C TIOMOIIBIO CBOEro oTIa. Kakylo ke KOMequio Bbl C HUM YCTPOWJIN: HallaJIeHue 3MEH-
repoB U Hallle YyAeCHOEe CriaceHue, OuTBa ¢ ANTpaslaroM U TBOsI JKepTBa pagu DPHKa, MOe OTpaBJie-
HHUE U CHOBA YyIECHOE CIIaceHMe, a 3aTeM BCe CBAJMJIM Ha KaKylO-TO YepHylo cmepth! [lymaers, s
TMIOBEPIO, YTO KOJIIYH, TOBEJIEBAIOIIUI TPUPOIHBIMU CTUXHUSIMH, HE CMOT U3JIEYUTh MPOCTYIO OOJIE3Hb?
S uto, coBceM aypa?

— Yro 3a uyms Tl Hecennb?! [Ipekparu! [pomry 1eds, modrmast.

— He npasurca? Ax, 6eansiii ol Moi! Teprm! Tol cam 3toro xoten! Tl xoten menst! Tak BoT
s1! Bepu! Ho 51 He KykJia B tiiatbe! Y MeHs €CTh 4yBCTBa, KOTOPbIE Thl YHUUTOXKHJI BMECTE CO CBOMM
oriioM! Ckaxu Toibko oqHO! CIIOKHO Urpath JOOPOIOPSAOYHOrO OTIAa ¢ HeMoOuMbIM chiHOM? Ho
y Te0s1 nomyuwmiocs! Ilozapasisio!

— 41 mo6un Dpuka!

— JTroO6un 661 — He yowi! [la erie Takum nofibiM criocodom! Heronsii! Pyku He xoten mapath?!

— 3amoimun! — 3akpuyan PpocT U B rHeBe yaapui AJIou3y MO JIUILY.

Omna ynana Ha 3eMJ1I0, & MyK TYT K€ TIOICKOUMII K Hel.

— Munas, npocTty, sl He XOTell.

Asnonsa 371006HO ToTJIsieNa eMy B IJ1as3a.

— ¢l 3Haua, yTo Bce Tak u Oyner. 3Hasa! A Terepb yoer MeHsi! — MporoBopuiia OHa ¥ IOKOPHO
CKJIOHHJIA TOJIOBY, OKUJIAs1, YTO KOPOJIb TPUKOHYHT €e.

— Munas, noxanyiicta, npoctu. 51 mo6mo teds. [Toeps MHe, — onpaBabiBasicsi PpocT U MOIbI-
TaJICS] OOHATD KEHY.

Omna rpy00 OTTOJIKHYJIA €r0 U cO cioBaMu: «He MoskeIb, Toraa s caMma TO cesialo», BRIXBaTHIIA
Meu Y OHOTO U3 CTOSIIIMX PSIOM UMIIEPCKUX BOMHOB.

dpoct orpearnpoBai MoMeHTaIbHO. OH BBIPBAJ y HEe OpyKHe, a KEHIIMHA B OTBET BJIEMHJIA
€My CHJIbHYIO TOIIEUMHY. 3aTeM ellle OJHY U ellle, HO MyX He pearupoBall.

— Hy, nagaii! [laBaii! Yto xe Thl cToMIb, dynoBuie?! Yoei Mens! — kpuuasia oHa, yxe 6e3-
OCTaHOBOYHO XJIECTast KOPOJISI IO IIEKaM.
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Huxkomy! Hukomy ®poct He 1o3Bosivil Obl Tak oOparnarhesi ¢ codoi. 'HeB BMUT Obl OBIae
UM, a ero OOMIYMK MOABEPrcst Obl HEMBICAMMBIM cTpaganusam. Ho oH caepxkuBan ceos. Tepren u
OTHOBPEMEHHO TyMaJl, 4To Aejath. OH JIOOWI 3Ty KEHIIHUHY, XOTS OHA He BEpUJia eMy.

— I'pumyc, — 0OpaTriicst KOpoJib K KOPYCY, CXBATUB KeHY 3a pyKU. — BO3bMU KOPOJICBY M OTHECH
B ee nokou. [1ycTb OHa HaXOAMTCS TaM, MOKa HE YCIIOKOUTCS; a, IJIABHOE, CJISAM 3a TeM, YTOOBI OHA
He MOKOHYMJIa ¢ coOoi. OTBevaenb 3a Hee TOJIOBOM.

— Jla, moBesuTe b, — C FOTOBHOCTBIO OTBETHIT KOPYC U, B3BAJIMB MPOIOIKABIIYIO KPUYaTh KEeH-
IIMHY Ha IJIeY0, TIOHEC ee BO JIBOpEll.

dpoct neyanbHO CMOTpPET UM BCIIE.

— He paccrpauBaiicsi, ChIH. Y Hee BpeMeHHOe ymolioMenareibcTBo. Korya oHa ycrokourcs,
BCE TMOTEYET MO-cTapoMy. Byab yBepeH B 3TOM, — MPOU3HEC JI0 CHX MOP MOJYABIIMN MMIIEpaTop,
TMOJIOXKUB PYKY Ha IJIEY0 ChIHA.

Koposib OTTONKHYJT €ro ¥ MpUCTaBUI MeY K TOpJTy OTIIA.

— Moxet 6bITh OHa TIpaBa? MoxeT 3TO Thl yOuI DpuKa?

— YT0 THI, YTO THI, ChIH! $1 OO BHYKA BCEH AYIIIOM.

— D10 HHMYero He MeHseT! — rpyOo oTBeTHa PpocT U, OTOPOCUB Med, MeJJIeHHO MoOpes BO
ABOpEIl.
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I'naBa BTOpas
I'neB ®pocra

Bcsakas 3n0cmb npoucxooum om beccunus.
Kan 2Kax Pycco

dpoct HenmoHMMaroIIEe, U B TO e BpeMsl YAMBJIIEHHO, OCMOTpesics BOKpyr. OH Haxoquiics Ha
KaMEeHHOW TUIOLIaKe B AMJIEICKUX PyJHHMKAX, HA TOM CaMOM MecCTe, IJieé eMy MOCYACTIMBHIOCH
MO3HAKOMUTLCSI CO CBOEH JKEHOM. 3I[€Cb 6I>UIO THUXO U IYCTBIHHO, YTO ABJIAJIOCH JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHBIM
it foOkIBaKoIero oobekTa. Kopons He OecrmoKonio 310 00cTosATebcTBO. OH ObUT 3aHAT CBOMMU
MbICTsIMH. [IpUsITHRIE BOCTIOMUHAHUSI O €10 3HAKOMCTBE ¢ AJon30i yHecin PpocTa B TO CYaCTIMBOE
BpeMs.

INocne Toro kak B3I KOPOJS ynas Ha TOT CaMblil KAMEHb, OKOJIO KOTOPOTO OHU BIIEPBHIE
TIOIEJIOBAJTNCH, B €r0 I'PYIM CTaJO TaK KapKo, YTO M0 TeJly Havyajla pacTeKkarbes Teruias Hera. Ee
ObLIO TaK MHOTO, YTO OHA BBIPBAJIACH HAPYKY B BUJIE TOTOKOB CYACThs1. Koraa oHM KOCHY/IHCDH 3eMJIH,
13 6€3KU3HEHHOTO KaMHS$I TIOKa3aJIMCh MHOTOUHUCIIEHHBIE MOJIObIEe TIOOETH, KOTOpbIe OBICTPO POCIIH,
00BOJIAKMBAsT KPAaCHUBBIM KOBPOM BCe BOKPYT. Bckope kameHHast IUIolagKa mpeBpaTuiach B pa3Ho-
[[BETHOE TIOJIE I[BETOB, KOJIBIIIIMMOE HEBEJJOMO OTKY/a MOSBUBIIMMCS BeTpoM. Han HuM 3amopxanu
KpaCuBbIC 6360‘{KI/I N YAUBUTECJIbHBIC MAJICHBKHUEC IITUYKH, KOTOPLIC, MIOJHUMASCh BBEPX, PAa3rOHAIN
TperneTaHueM CBOMX KPbUILEB KAMEHHBIN MMOTOJIOK, OCBOOOXK/asi JOPOTY JIACKOBBIM JTyYaM COJIHIIA.

Henonro nnmnock nono6Hoe Benmkosenvie. Koposib HeoknaaHHO BCIIOMHIII, YeM 3aKOHYMJIIACH
ero cemeiriHas u3Hb. CMepTh DpHUKa CTPAIITHON OOJIBI0 OTO3BAJIACH BHYTPU M TIOTOKU HETH Cpazy
npekparmiuck. PpocTy CTaao HEBEPOSATHO XOJOIHO, M30 PTa MOBAJIKII OeJTblil Tap, KOXka MOKPbLIACh
MyparkamMu. Myx)x4anHa 00XBaTuII ce0si pyKamMH MOKperrye, YToObI COrpeThCsi, HO 3TO HEe TIOMOTAJIO.

Ha ero ma3zax MuHYTY Ha3aJ pacuBeTIasi KpacoTa Havasa ObIcTpo ymupath. LIBeTs! yBsinany,
Y BCKOpE pa3HOLBETHOE I10JI€ 0Ka3aJ10Ch YEPHbIM. AJIEACKHUE PYAHUKU TPUHUMAJIM CBOM MEpPBOHA-
YaJIbHBIN BUI.

Koposns ynast Ha KoJieHH ¥ 3apbiall, POcsi BEPHYTh ObLJIOE CYacThe y OOTOB, B CyIIIECTBOBAHUE
KOTOPBIX OH HE BEPWJI 10 HEJABHETO BPEMEHHU.

HeoxuganHo mo3aay pa3aajics TPOMKUE JETCKUN KPHK, a 3aTeM — XKaJoOHbIi miad. Ppoct
PE3KO MOBEPHYJI TOJOBY M YBUIEN MPUBSA3AHHOTO MEXKIY JIBYX IEPEBSIHHBIX CTOIOOB MaJICHBKOTO
MasiburKa. Halt ero ciHo#, n3ypoioBaHHOM KPOBABBIMH TTOJIOCAMHU, 3aBUCIIA 3aHECEHHAs TSI Oue-
PEIHOTO yAapa IieTh B pyKe UMIIEPCKOTO BOMHA.

— He MoxeT ObITh! — BOCKJIUKHYJI KOPOJTb. — DpHK?!

VYcernplimag ero, MasibuiK o0epHyJIcs. BiienqHoe IuIo mpueMHOro ChiHa MCKakasia rpuMaca 0ou.

— HemenyeHHO mpekpaTuth! — 3aKpUyasl MyX4MHA, OBICTPO MOAHUMASICH C 3eMJIM M Oerom
HAITPaBJISISICh K COJIATY.

[Nocneqauit 6yaTO HE CIBIIIAT €T0 MPUKAa3a U MOMbITAICS YIAPUTh MaJIbuMKa elle pa3, Ho Ppoct
nomeran emy. OH BCTasl riepes] BOMHOM, TIePEeXBaTUB PYKY C TUIETBIO, M YAAPUII €r0 KYJaKOM I10 JIUILY.
COJIIIaT OTIIATHYJICA U, CTEPEB BBICTYIIMBINYIO U3 HOCA KPOBb, BbIXBATHUJI U3 HOKEH MEY, HO KOPOJIb
orepeil ero, MPOTKHYB CBOMM. BouH pyxHyn Ha 3emitio, a @pocT cran ObICTPO OTBA3BIBATH ChIHA,
npuroBapuBasi: «Ceiuac, ceiiuac. Ilorepnu eme nemuoro. [lana 3aeck».

OcBoOoMB DpHKa, MyKYMHA OCTOPOXKHO B3sT ero Ha pyku. OH ObLT CYACT/IVB.

Bapyr masnpuuk MporoBopuil HENpPUATHBIM ronocom: «Otmyct MeHs. Tol Jenaeni» MHe
OOJIbHO».

dpoct HenmoHUMaIoIIE B3MISIHYT Ha IIPUEMHOTO ChIHA, a 3aTeM, B3/IPOTHYB OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH,
YPOHHJI €r0 Ha 3eMJTIO.
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— Yro xe Tel myraemibscs, oren;? He HpaBUTCS TO, YTO THI clejajl CO MHOW? — MOIHUMASCh
MIPOTOBOPUJI U3YPOIOBAHHBIN YEPHBIMHU SI3BAMU PEOEHOK.

— Her... Her... D10 He 4... DTO yepHas CMEPTb, — 3ANUHAICA KOPOJIb.

— Tol yBepeH? — cripocui DpUK, YKa3aB MajblieM B CTOPOHY. — A MX TOXe yOwsa depHas
CMepTh?

CBepkHyJa MOJTHUS ¥ PSIIOM C MAJIBYMKOM TOSIBUJIOCH OOJIBINIOE KOJMUECTBO MepTBEOB. By
ux Obul yxkaceH. OOOpBaHHasI TPsi3HAsI OfIEKAA MPUKPBIBAJIA TOJIble KOCTH, HA KOTOPHIX BUIHEJIHChH
KyCKHU rHMIoILero msica. Horu u pyku y MHOTMX OTCYTCTBOBAJIY, TOITOMY OHU CTOSIJIM B HEECTECTBEH-
HBIX 1o3ax. [71a3 y Hux He Ob10. BMECTO HUX 3USUH MyCThIE TTTa3HUIIBL.

MauieHbkuii PUHIL YKa3ajl Ha CBOETO OTIIA NaJIbLEM, U MEPTBELIbl HAIIPABUJIUCh B €r0 CTOPOHY.
dpocr, B yxkace OT yBUIEHHOTO, CTaJl MATUTLCS Ha3a. Bekope oH ovyTuiics mepeq riryOoKo# mpo-
IaCThIO, U3 KOTOPOH TOpYAIA KOCTJISIBBIE PYKH, KaKAYILIUME CXBATUTh MYKUHMHY.

— Vitpure! Vitaure npous! — 3akpudan @poct, HO TOJIA MEPTBEIOB MTPUOIIHIKAIAC.

OH BBITSIHYJI B CTOPOHY PYKY, YTOOBI OOpECTH CBOM BOJIIIEOHBIN Meu, HO Marus He cpadoTaa.
Opy:xue He MOSIBUJIOCH.

— A-a-a-a-a! — OT cTpaxa 3aKkpuyai KOpoJib.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MepTBeLbl OKa3aIuCh OKOJIO chiHa CyHpa3a U CTOJIKHYJIY €ro B IponacTtb. Myx-
YMHY KPEIKO CXBATHIIM KOCT/ISIBBIE PYKH M IPUHSUIMCH PBATh HA YacTh. YbK-TO 3yObl BOH3WIIUCH EMY
B HOTY, PYKY, XHMBOT. ®POCT Kpr4as OT HEBHIHOCUMOM OOJIH, TIHITASICh BHIPBATHCSI, HO Y HETO HUYETO
HE T10JTy4aJIoCh.

HeoxunaanHo, B MTHOBEHME OKa, OH OYYTHJICS B BO3/1yX€ HaJl U3PHIAIOIIUMHU [TPOKJIAThS TPY-
MaMH.

— He Ooiics, Mol MasibumK. § criacy Tedst OT 9TOM HEXUTH, — IPOrOBOPHIT AEPKAIIUI CBOETO
cbiHa CyHpa3 ¥ HIMPOKO YIIBIOHYJICS 0€33yObIM PTOM.

dpoct ucromHo 3aKkpuyan u npocHyacs. OH ObUT B CBOEH MOCTENH.

— Y, 310 BCero JmIIb COH, — ¢ OOJIErYeHrEM TPOrOBOPUIT KOPOJIb, YTUPask MOKPBIA OT TOTa
7100.

B nBepp nocryyau.

— Iomren mpoub, KTO ObI ThI HA ObLT! — 3aKpHYAIT OH.

JIBepb Bce paBHO OTBOPUJIACh, M HA TIOPOre MOKa3ajcs DJeH.

— Bl kpuyasnu, Baiie BenmuectBo. Bee B mopsiike? — cripocuJt oH.

— 4 e ckazait: momies npoys!

JBepb TOTYac 3aTBOpUIIACh, HO PpoCT BAPYT NepeayMal U MO3BaJl CIYTy.

— Bul 3Bautn, Baiie KoponeBckoe BenmuecTBo, — cripocuit NOsIBUBHIMICS DeH.

— Haiinu renepana JIopoHTOpa M NMpHUKaXud €My MOATOTOBUTH TPEHUPOBOUYHYIO IUIOLIAJIKY.
[TycTh OH OOOEpeT caMbIX JYUIIMX BOMHOB. fl XOUy NOYNPaXHSATHCS C MEUYOM.

— Kak ckaxere, mosenureb. DTo Bee?

— a. Y uto0 Bce ObUIO TOTOBO Yepe3 MATHAALATh MUHYT.

Ciyra HU3KO MOKJIOHWJICS U CYE3.

— Her nyuiiero cpencra oT rpycTy, 4eM xopouiasi puzndeckast Harpyska, — nogymai dpocr,
BCTaBasl.

Uepe3 nATHAaAATh MUHYT KOPOJb HAXONWJICA Ha TPEHWPOBOUHOM IUIOUIAJKE, PacIiojiaraB-
IIeficst BO JBOPLIE MO OTKPHITBIM HeOoM. OHa mpencTaBisiia coO0M MOKPHITHI MECKOM OOJBIION
KpYT', OTPaHUYEHHBIN CO BCEX CTOPOH KaMEHHBIMU CTeHaMU. B/1ob CTEH HaxOQWJIMCh CKaMbH, a Ha
CTOSIIIMX MEXIY HUMU MaHEKEHAaX BUCEJIU OPYKHUE U JIOCTIEXH.

Ha tpennpoBouHyIo 1Io1maaKy BEIXOAUJIO YeThIpe JBepu. M3 onHol n3 Hux nosiuiics @pocr. B
LIEHTpE Kpyra K TOMy MOMEHTY HaXOAMUJIOCh ISATEPO JIETKUX NIEXOTUHIIEB, a TIepel HUMHU pacXaKuBaJl
reHepai JlopoHTOp, naBasi HACTaBJIEHUS repes OoeM.
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— Bynpre kpaiiHe octopoxHBI. Bartin koposb ceifuac Haxogures 1o AeiictBueM sMouui. Tosbko
3TUM MOXHO OOBSICHUTh €T0 BHE3AITHOE JKelaHHe BO30OHOBUTH TPEHUPOBKHU. OT HEr0 MOKHO OXH-
JaTh Yero yrogHo, naxe cMeptu. [loatomy noBTopsio: OyabpTe 0OueHb OCTOpOKHBL. Tem He MeHee cpa-
’kaiTech yecTHO. Bbl conatel nmnepckor apmuu! Y 10mkHB ropauThest 3TuMm !

— Ja 3npasctByer Ero mneparopckoe BennuecTBo! — npokpuyany BOUHBI B OfIMH TOJIOC.

— Xopo1o, — TSKeJI0 B3J0XHYI JJopoHTOp, MOHMMas, YTO BUJUT UX KUBBIMH, CKOpEE BCETO, B
nocyieiHnH pa3. OH nepekuBaj 3a HUX, CJIOBHO 32 COOCTBEHHBIX JIETEH, HO IOMOYb UM HUYEeM He MOT.

— Cniacu60, reHepaii, — BRICOKOMEPHO IporoBoprit @poct, moaxozs K Hemy. — Bel oueHb HaOmio-
JaTeJIbHBI HAaCYeT MOUX SMOILMH.

— Bnazpika, — CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY B MIOKJIOHE BOEHAYAJIbHUK.

Crosiue 3a HUM COJIAATHI CAEIAIM TOXKE CaMOe.

Koponb npournopuposan npuserctsre. OH ropio npoliesl MUMO HUX U BCTaJ B LIEHTP TPEHU-
POBOYHOIO Kpyra.

— Hy-c, npuctynum. Atakyiite meHs!

BowHaMm, MpUBBIKIIIAM K MTPUKa3aM, He HYKHO ObLIIO IOBTOPSITH ABAKAbl. BMUT OHM OKpYKHIH
CBOETO TMOBeJIUTENs, 0OHAXUB KJIMHKU. ['eHepas [JopoHTOp OTOIIeN K CTeHe, YTOOBI He MelIaTh O0Io.

®pocrt cTosi1, OMYCTUB PYKH, U BHUMATEILHO OOBOIMII B3IJISIZIOM CBOUX MPOTUBHUKOB, OXKUAAS
HanazaeHusl. BoT oquH U3 JIerkux NEeXOTUHLEB PUHYJICS B aTaky, a 3a HUM Bce ocTajbHble. Koponb
JIOBKO YBEPHYJICS OT yAApOB OIHOIO, BTOPOrO, a 3aTeEM MEYOM, MOSIBUBIIMMCS B OMYILIEHHON KHU3Y
pYyKe, OJIOKMpPOBAJT aTaK! TPETHETO U YeTBepToro. [1ToMy He MOoBEe3J10 — XOJIOAHOE OPYKHE pa3pe3aio
emy xuBoT. Comnar ynaj, nbITasiCh pyKaMu yiepkaTbh BhIBAIMBAIOLIMECS HApYKy KUIIKH, a Ppoct
IIPUCTABUII M€Y K €ro 1iee.

— Bnanpika, nomaau ero! — 3akpuyai JJopoHTop.

— He BmemmBaertech, renepai, — rpyoo orBetu PpocT, 3aHOCSA KIMHOK ISl CMEPTEIBHOTO
yzaapa.

— Arakyiite Ge31eMbHUKH, MHaYe OH YObeT ero! — ckoMaHaoBa JJOpOHTOpP OCTaHOBUBIIIUMCS
Ha CEKyHJy UMIIEPCKUM COJIIaTaM.

[Tpuka3z 6wl yCIbIaH, 1 BOUHBI OPOCHITUCH 3alHUIIATh PAHEHOTO.

— Oro, — TonbKo ¥ cymen npousHectd Ppoct, oTpaxkast KB HOCHINABIIMXCS CO BCEX CTOPOH
yZ1apOB.

Jlerkue nexoTUHIBI, MOJIB3YSCh KOJIMYECTBEHHBIM ITPEUMYILECTBOM, CTAJIM TECHUTD KOPOJIsi, HO
TOT He COOMPAJICS TaK JIETKO caBaThcsl. oK IaBIIMCh YIOOHOTO ClTydasi, OH CXBATHJI OHOTO U3 MPO-
THUBHHUKOB U, UCTIOIb30BAB €r0 BMECTO IIMTA, Hacaaul Ha Med Apyroro. OTOpocuB youToro comnjara,
®poct pe3KrM BINIAZOM YOI JPYyroro.

— Vxe Becenee. [IpogomkuM, — yIbIOHYJICS KOPOJIb M PUHYJICS B HOBYIO aTaky.

[Nocne HECKONMBKMX yAApOB €My YIaJoCh OTOPOCHTh HOTOM B CTOPOHY OJIHOTO MEXOTHHIIA, a
APYroro MpOTKHYTb HACKBO3b. 3aTeM, OPOCHB NPE3pUTEIIbHBINA B3IV Ha MOAHUMAIOIIEr0Cs BOUHA,
KOpOJb B TMpPBDKKE OIMYCTHJ CBOM M€Y Ha TOJIOBY COJIjIaTa, MepepyovB MPH STOM MOOHSTHINA IS
3aIIUTHI KIIMHOK.

— INopa 3akanumBath, — ponsHec PpocT, BHITEPEB KPOBb C Meva 00 yOUTOro BOMHA, M HAIpa-
BUJICS K PAHEHOMY C PAaCOPOTHIM KHBOTOM.

— Barmte BenmuectBo, He Hajio Oosblie cMepteir. OcTaHOBUTECH, MPOIITY Bac, — yMossut JJopoH-
TOP.

— XoTtuTe eMy NoMoub, reHepas? Torna BO3bMUTE OpY:KUE U 3AILUTUTE €0, — EXUAHO OTBETHUII
KOPOJIb, TPUCTABUB CBOM KJIMHOK K I1I€€ CMOTPSIIIEr0 Ha HETO BOMHA.

— 4 He cMmelo0, TIOBEJIUTEND.

— Hy kak xouers.

®poct 3aMaxHyIICs U Meu NOJIETe 110 KacaTesIbHOM B HalIPaBJIEHUH T'OpJia JIETKOTO MEXOTHHIIA,
HO HAaTKHYJICSI HA METAJJIMUECKYIO IIperpamy.

14



B. I'. T'ypweB. «Jliomu u Boru. [Mocnenawii u3 Kpacuoro Jlernona, wim Cnesa, n3menusiias mup. Kavra 2»

— 41 3Hau1, 4TO BBHI HE OCTaBHTE €ro B Oeze. Bbl HACTOBbKO MpecKa3yeMbl, FeHepaJl, — yIbIOHYIICS
KOpOJIb, CKOJIb3s1 KJIMHKOM IO OCTPOW MOBEPXHOCTU TOJCTaBiIeHHoro Meuya Joponrtopa. — Temnepb
MOBECEMMCS TIO-HACTOSIIIIEMY. 3alluIanTeCh!

C nocnemarvu cioBamu PpocT HaHEC COKPYIIMTENbHBINA PYOSIIUi yaap, HarnpaBjieHHbIA B
rOJIOBY NMPOTUBHUKA. TOT, OTCTYIHMB BIIPABO, MTPOBEJT BEPXHUIT OJIOK B MY aTaKyIOIIEero U, OTBE/s
Opy’kHe Bpara B CTOPOHY, MpoBeJ KOHTparaky. Koposb, B CBOIO ouepe/ib, MApUpOBaI €€ U ylapuil
reHepajia HOroM B KMBOT, OTYETO TOT OTJIETEN B CTOPOHY.

— Bol MeHs pa3ouapoBbiBaete, reHepait. CpaxaiTech B IMOJHYIO CHITY, UHa4Ye BaC MOCTUTHET Ta
XKe y4acTh, — mpousHec Ppoct, ykaspiBasi Ha YOUTHIX UM BOMHOB.

JIOpOHTOp MOAHSIICS U, BBITAIMB BTOPOM M€Y M3 HOXKEH, OpPOCHIICSI HA CBOETO MOBEIUTEIS.
XosnozHas cTajib ¥ BOJIIEOHbI MeTayul 3abnectes B 6€30CTAHOBOYHOM yparaHe HeBOOOpa3MMBbIX
yZIapoB, 00Pa3yIoOIINX U3YMUTEIbHbIE KOMOMHAIIMY. BerkosenHbie akpoOaTiuecKre TIOb U Iopa-
3UTEJbHASI CKOPOCTh MPOUCXOASIIETO HAPYIIAIUCH TOJIBKO Pa3IpakaoIUMHK CTyX JISI3ralonIMHU 3BY-
KaM¥ 1 TIOJHSBIIUMCS CTOJIOOM TTBLTH.

— Vke myuiie, reHepasi, — pOroBOpMII KOpOJib, OCTAHOBUBIIIMCH U TepeBoasi AbixaHue. — Ho
6oroch Bac oropunth. S oOManyn Bac. CerogHsi Bbl ympete B JiioOoM ciaydae. Ho mepen cmeptoio s
X04y, 4TOOBI BbI 3HAJIU, KaK s BAC HEHABHIKY.

— 41 paxe 3HAI0 IPUYMHY 3TOMY, — OIpPBI3HYJICA [JOpPOHTOp, TOXE TsXENO Apla. — Bac pas-
Apakaer Mosi Oe3rpaHrUYHast IPEIaHHOCTh UMIIEPATOPY, XOTsI He TIOHUMAIO, YTO TYT YIUBHUTEIBHOTO.
Wmmnepatop MHe Kak oTell. Bbl pekpacHo 3HaeTe, 4To OH cIiac MeHs OT CMepTH. S1 He MOTy OTBETUTh
eMy HeOJIaroiapHOCThIO.

keksk

— $1 namen ux, noeynuTesb, — Aonoxkwui [lepoiii CyHpazy. — OHM CKpBIBAIOTCS 32 TEMU CKa-
namu. Tam ecTh HEOOMBIIOE YINIENbeE, T1Ie OHU U OOOCHOBAJIUCH.

KonyH B3rIsiHY/1 B yKa3aHHOM HaITPaBJICHUU W TSIKENIO B3IOXHYI. BOT yke HECKOJIBKO Mecs-
IIEB OH PHIIIET CO CBOMMHK BOWCKAMH IO BCEeW UMIICPUU Ml YHUUTOKAET MaroB-OTCTYITHUKOB — 3€J10-
TOB. DTy MHUCCHIO JABHBIM-IaBHO HAYaJIM BEPXOBHBIE COBETHI MaroB BCeX KOPOJICBCTB, TENeph NMIIe-
parop MpogoyKMII ux Aeno. Ho 3e710ToB paciionuiock Tak MHOTO, YTO OBUTO HETIOHSITHO, KOT/Ia ke
9TO 3aKOHYMTCS. BOT onsATh B OUepeHOM pa3 cooOmMIm 00 X HOBOM yOEIKHUIIIE.

— Ckosnbko ux?

— OKoJI0 /IBaIIaTH YesioBeK, TOBeInTe b, V1 B TaHHBIA MOMEHT OHU 3aHMMAIOTCS TTPU3BIBOM
tuTaHa. HyxHO ToponuThes.

— Koro ncnosne3yior B Ka4ecTBe KepTBbI?

— MnaaeHua.

— Muazsiennia?! — KoJNAyH yauMBICHHO B3DISHY Ha [lepBoro. — 910 4T0-TO HOBeHBKOE. Kakoro
TUTaHA MOXHO BOCKPECHUTb C MOMOIIBI0 pedeHka? OH ke cnuimkoM cnad ajs storo. Psgom ectsb
€MKOCTb C KPOBbBIO?

— Jla, moBeuTenb. bonplas yaria.

— Capmamyt! — poragancs CyHpas. — Turtan, nuTaomuics KpoBbio. [ledCTBUTENbHO, HYKHO
TOpONUTLCA. Eci OH BOCKpecHeT, y Hac OyayT OoJIbIIre poOIeMbl.

Nmnepatop oOepHyscs K CBOeMY BOKCKY, MpelcTaBleHHOMY OnyTamu u cBagamu. CuHue
KaMeHHbIe BOWHBI COCTABJISII OCHOBHYIO CHITYy B OOphOE C 3eJI0TaMHM, TIOCKOJIbKY ObLITH TIPAKTUIECKU
HEYS3BUMBI U HEBOCTIPMMMYMBBI K Maruu. Bca/lHUKK HAa CyMEepUKOHAX ObLTH HEOOXOAUMBI IJIsI CKO-
POCTHBIX aTaK W MPUIAHUS BOMCKY MOOWILHOCTH.

Huxkakux ogoopsionmx peueit ot CyHpasa He TpedoBasioch. Ero Marusi cienasia u3 ero BOWHOB
OecrpeKOCIOBHbIe MAIITMHBI 7151 yOricTBa. EMy HYXHO OBLITO TOJIBKO YKa3aTh 11eJ1b, UTO OH U CIeJIalL.
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Boiicko 0e3 mpomesieHnsi HampaBWJIOCh 3a cKajibl. [lepBbiii mokaseiBan jopory. Illancer
BBIKUTBH Y 3€JI0TOB OTCYTCTBOBAJIY.

KOF,Z[EI OHHM OKa3aJIMCb Ha MECTE, CBaJlbl BMHI' OKPYKHJIU KOJIAYHOB W BBIITYCTUJIN I'pall CTPEII.
ITO He MPHUHECIO pe3y/bTaTta. Marndeckuil KT He MO3BOJIWII PUYMHUTD JIIOISAM B YEpHBIX Oaja-
XOHaX XOTh Kakou-HuOyab Bpen. Ho 3atem B nesno Berymwmm OmyThl. HampacHo 3e10Thl MeTaiu BO
BCE€ CTOPOHBI MOJIHUH Y1 OTHEHHLIC IIAPbI, UCITIOJIL30BAJIU ITPOKJIATHA U BOJIIIIEOHBIE JIOBYILIKH. Cunue
KaMeHHbIE BOMHBI HEUTPATM30BBIBAIIM MX Yaphbl M YOMBAJIM OHOTO 3€JI0Ta 32 IPYTHM.

Uepes aecATh MUHYT BCE OBLIO KOHYEHO. Maru-oTCTYNHUKM JIeKalId MEPTBBIMH B JIy’Kax
kpoBu. KamenHnas yama Obi1a orpokuHyTa. OOpsi 1O MPU3bIBY TUTAHA OCTAHOBJICH.

Nmnepatop, HaxoquBIIMIACS A0 00s1 B 3aJHUX PsAAAaX CBOETO BOWCKA, MPE3PUTENIBLHO Tepelia-
TMBasl yepes Tesia 3eJ0TOB, HApaBUJICsS K HEOOIBIIOMY KAMEHHOMY ITOCTaMEHTY, Ha KOTOPOM Ha[-
PBIBHO Kpuyan MiageHell. ToJbKO Maru-oTCTyIHUKH MO OTOMparh Yy Marepeil 9TU MaJleHbKUe
COKPOBHILIA.

CyHnpa3 6epexHo B3sUT peOeHKA Ha PYKH, U TOT 3ayJIbIOasICS.

— Hackonbko MHe M3BECTHO, AJIs1 BOCKPEIIEHUSI TUTAHOB UCIIONB3YIOT TOJBKO CaMble YHUCThIE
aym. Buammo Tak OHO M eCTh, — POrOBOPHMIT KOJIIYH, Y/bIOasiCh B OTBET MAIBUMKY. — SI coOXpaHIo
TeOe KU3Hb, AUTS, U Ha30By [lopoHTopoM. Thl Oynenir MHEe CBIHOM U OpaTOM MOEMY MaJIeHbBKOMY
®dpocry.

keksk

— Tol MHe He Opat! — 3aKprYaT KOpoJib U CHOBA OPOCHJICS B aTaky.

IMocne cepurt ynapoB OH ¢ pa3BOPOTA MOMBITAJICS YAAPHUTH IT0 HOraM reHepaia, HO TOT COBEPIIIHIT
CaJIbTO Ha3ajl U OUyTHIICS B MeTpe oT dpocra.

— 3ato s Bcerga cumrtani Teds OpaToM, U KOTIa-TO ThI TOXe!

keksk

— ®pocr, mo-MoeMy, MbI 3alllTM CIIUIIKOM Janeko. HyxHo Bo3Bpararecs. TBol otery Oyaer
BOJIHOBATbCSI.

— JlopoHTOp, TepecTaHb XHBIKaTh, CIOBHO MasieHbKUi! Pa3Be Tebe He MHTepecHO, UTo 3TO 3a
CTpaHHasl ckasa’?

— Ee HazbiBaoT ckasioil Poka, 1 51 He BUKY B HEl HUUETO UHTEPECHOTO.

— A nouemy ee Tak Ha3bIBalOT?

HopoHTOp ToJBbKO NOKa iedyamMu. OH He 3HaJl OTBETA U He XOTeJ 3HaTh ero. OH XOoTeJI B J1arepb
T071 3aIUTY UMIIEPCKUX CONAAT, a 3TOT PpocT, ITOT HEYTOMOHHBI MAJIBUMILIKA, CHOBA TalllWJI €T0
B KaKYyI0-TO NE€pepsry.

— He 3naenis? 3Ha4nT 3TO HAJIO BHISICHUTD, Opat, — MporoBopuJ cbid CyHpa3a v CUIJION MOTAIIIT
3a pyKy ynpamusuierocs JlopoHTopa.

Wx nmyts mponeran no noTpecKaBILEiics OT Kapbl 3eMJIE CO CKYIHOM pacTutesibHOCcThio. Ho
PEOAT 9TO HUCKOJIBKO He cMmyInano. OHu ponuiuch B 3moxy Mpaunbix [lepeven u gymanu, 94to Tak
ObLIIO BCerya.

Uepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMs MaJbUMIIKU MpUOIM3MINCh K ckaite Poka. OmHoro B3misiga ObUIo
JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI TMOHSTh, OTKY/A MOSIBUIOCH ee Ha3BaHue. OrpoMHasi, ucyesaiomiasi B o0nakax,
CKaJla 4YepHOro 11BeTa Oblla BEJIMYECTBEHHA U BHYIIAJIA TpereT. BOKpyr Hee 11J1a KaMeHKCTast Tpora,
KOTOpasi CepIaHTMHOM 3aBMHYMBAJIACh BBEPX U HATIOMUHAJIA 3Mel0, OOBUBIIIYIO CTBOJI JIepeBa.

— Unem tyna! — Bockymknya ®poct. — B HeOo!

— MoxeTt He Haj10? — 3acomHeBasics [IOpOHTOP.
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INonpocTok He ciymaa ¥ CHOBa CXBATHJI HA3BaHOTO Opara 3a pyKy, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT JI0 HUX
JOHECJIOCh TPO3HOE phluaHue. MabuuIIKi 00epHY/HCh. B HECKOMBKUX IIarax OT HUX HaXOJUJIOCH C
necsiTok ackepoB. [1o MX ockanieHHBIM 3y0aM ObLIO HECTIOKHO JIOTaiaThCsl, KAKUEe OHM MMENU HaMme-
pEHUs B OTHOLIEHUH PEOsIT.

JlopoHTOp 3aKkpuyai OT yxkaca, a ®pocT cTan 03uparbes MO CTOPOHAM B MOMCKAX CIIACEHHUS.
Henanexo 6110 1epeBo, HO 100eXkaTh 10 HEro B IAHHOKM CUTYaIUX ObLIO HEBO3MOKHO: HE YCIIENN ObI.
Tem He MeHee chiH CyHpasa pBaHyJ Ty/a, Taia 3a co0oi Kpuyarero opara. XuIHUKA OPOCHITUCH
32 HUMH.

®pocT OTYETIMBO CITBIIIAI TI033/11 PhIYaHUE ACKEPOB, KOTOPOE HEMUHYEMO NpUOIMKanock. 1o
JepeBa OCTaBaJOCh COBCEM UyThb-UyTh, HO JIOPOHTOP CHIIBHO TOPMO3WJI MajbuuKOB. CTpax CKoBam
ero aBxkeHus1. Eciv Obl He TamuBImid ero 3a pyKy cbiH CyHpasa, TO MOJPOCTOK JaBHO Obl OKA3aJICs
B JIaTiax aCKepoB.

«MBpI oruonmu!» — gyman ®poct, HO OpocuTh Opara, YTOOBI CMACTU COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb, HE
MOT.

K ero Hemanomy ynuBIIeHHIO IO epeBa OHM BCce-Taku Jooexanu. EMy naxe XxBaTuio BpeMeHH
3aToNKaTh Ha Hero JJopoHTOpa, a caMOMy OTJIOMHTh BETKY, OOEpHYThCSI M IPUHATH OOEBYIO CTOMKY
IJIs1 OTPaKEHUs aTaKH.

Itoro He NOTPedOBATIOCh. ACKEphI, He 100eKaB HECKOJIbKUX METPOB, HEOKUIAHHO 3aBBUIU OT
OO/ ¥ MOMYAJIICh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI, OCTABUB MOAPOCTKOB B HeJOyMeHUH. OHO UTUIIOCH HEJONTO.
He60 Hag Humu notemHesno. OHM MOAHSIIA TOJIOBBI BBEPX U 3ay/IbIOANCh OT cuacThs. B HeGecax
MIApUIIA TETOPHI.

OavH U3 HUX, CaMblil KPYITHBIN, CIyCTWICA Ha 3eMinio. C Hero CpbIrHy/l KajJluMax, OJEThIN
B KOJIbUYKHYIO pyOallIKy, MepexoAsiilyio KHU3Y B IMPOKYIo 100Ky. Ero ronoBy BeHuUas 3aKpyrieH-
HBII 11IJIEM C ByaJIeBUAHOW OapmHILIei Mo OG0KaM M MacKoM criepe/iu, N300pakaBIlel JIUI0 MOJIOIOTO
umrnieparopa CyHpasa.

— Bame BenmuectBo, — 00paTuiics K ChIHY UMIIEpaToOpa BCAJHUK reTopa, — KaKoe CUacThe, UTo
Bbl )KUBBl. Bbl HE paHeHbI?

— Her, renepas Mpaxkyc. Tonpko [JopoHTOop HEMHOTO cTpycu, — nourytiil Ppocr. — A tak Bce
HOpMastbHO. Bbl mopocmieny BoBpemsi. Ciacu6o Bam.

['enepan HU3KO MOKJIOHWJICS, a 3aTeM MOMOI MajJbuMKaM B300OpaTbcsi Ha retopa. Kpeiiatoe
YyJOBHIIE B3MBUIO BBEPX M HAIIPABIJIOCH K JIATE€pI0 MMIIepaTopa. 3a HUM IOC/IEIOBAINA OCTAJIbHBIE
KaJMMaxH.

Koraa onu ynanmiuch Ha 3HAYUTENIBHOE PACCTOsIHUE, Ha BEpILIMHE CKalbl Poka nosiBusicst 6esno-
O0pOIBIN CTAPHUK. DTO OH C MOMOIIIBI0 MArvy 3aMEJIHII CKOPOCTh ACKEPOB, YTO MO3BOJIMIIO MaJTbUM-
KaMm Jo0exaThb 110 aepeBa. Kpome Toro, oH MpoHUK B TOJIOBY reHepaia Mpakyca, UCKaBIIIero moj-
pocTkoB 1o nopyuyenuto CyHpasa, 1 HarpaBl ero Clojia.

— Jla mpocTat MeHs1 60TH, — MPOIIETNTaJ CTApHK, — 32 TO, YTO 51 IOMOT CIIACTHCh ChIHY MMIIe-
paropa. { 3Hai, 4TO JOJIKeH ObLT O3BOJIMTH ackepam 3arpbi3Th ero. Ho st He cMmor caenars 3toro!
41 He youiina!

keksk

— Uro u3meHmnock, Opar?! — 3akpuuain Jopontop. — C Kakux MOp Thl CTaJl HEHABUAETH MeHs1?!
A raBHOe: ouemy?

ChIH MMITIEpaTopa COBEPIIMII CTPEMHUTENILHBIN PBIBOK B CTOPOHY TeHepasia U 1mocjie 0OMaHHOM
KOMOWHAIIMY BHIOWT ofuH u3 Meueil JlopoHTopa. OcTaBIIMiCS KJIMHOK paslieTesicss BApeOe3ru oT
TMOCJIEJOBABIIIETO 32 STUM MOIIIHOTO y/apa, U BOEHAYAJIbHUK JIETKOW TEXOTHI OKa3aJICs Ha TECKe.

—IMouemy? — moBTOpMIT PPOCT, MPUKAB KJIMHOK K TOPJTy Ha3BaHOTo Opara. — Thl caM MpeKpacHoO
3Haellb OTBET Ha 3TOT BONPOC. DTO MPOMU3OIILIO TOra, KOIJIa MAIBUMIIKA C YJIUIBI BO3OMHUII, YTO
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OH JTyuIlie cbiHa umMriepatopa. C eTcTBa s mpeBOCXOArI TeOst BO BceM: cTpesiboe, 0opbhOe, BEpXOBOM
e3zne. Ho motoM Mbl BHIPOCITH, ¥ OTEll HECTIPaBEIMBO Havyasl CTaBUTh TeOsi MHe B mpumep. Jlodoe
TBOE JCWCTBUE WU CIIOBO OH CUMTAET JydIlIUM. TeOsi MOCTOSIHHO XBAJIUT, a MeHs pyraeT. MHoraa
MHE KaXeTCsl, YTO TO 51 €r0 MPUEMHBIN ChIH, A HE ThI.

— Tot rynienr, @poct! — BIpyr mporopopuii reHepait. — OH ienaeT Tak oToMy, To JoOUT TeOst!
A TBI 3TOTO JIake He oHUMaelb. ViMrnepaTrop UCIob3yeT MeHsl, YTOOHI c/ieNaTh TeOs JTydine, Opart.
TBOI1 OTell XOueT BOCHUTATh U3 TeOsl MpaBUTENIsl, KOTOPHIA He OyAeT 3aBUCETh OT UyKOTO MHEHHS.
TOJIBKO MO3TOMY OH TOCTOSTHHO YKa3bIBa€T HA TBOM OLIMOKH, CUMTAasl, YTO TaK y TeOsi BO3HUKHET
JKeJIaHWe VCTIPABIIATh X M YUUThCA Jauiblie. Vimmepatop, K coXaleHHIo, He OHMUMAET, YTO HYKHO
AefcTBOBaTh MO-apyromy. HykHO XBayuTh, a He yripekaTtb. Ho He Ham cyauTs ero!

— Torpa T IpeKpacHO MOHKUMAEIIIb, ToueMy 51 TeOs1 HeHaBUKY! TOJbKO 9TO yXe He BaKHO, —
nponsHec PpocT 1 3aHeC Med HaJ roJIoBol. — f oberman Tede, uTo Th yMpelib cerofns. U s cnenaio
310. TBOM YCITyTH 1O yIy4IlIeHUI0 MeHsI OOJIbIlie He TPeOyIoTCsl.

HeoxunanHo nepen KoposieM, IpuKpbiB codoid JlopoHTopa, ynaia Ha KojeHu TanaHa u roia-
YYIIIUM TOJIOCOM 3alpryMTaa;

— Bamre BesmuecTBo, BO MIMsI BCETo CBSITOTO, BO MIMsI JIIOOBH, MOXKAJYICTa, HE YOUBAWTE 9TOrO
yeJioBeKa. S JoOo ero, a OH JIIOOUT MEHH.

Ot neoxupanaoctr Ppoct ocranoBuiics. CioBa CiIyKaHKU OOJBHO YKOJIONHU Ceplie, HaloM-
HUB 00 AJIOM3e U UX pa3pyIIeHHOM CYaCThe.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B TPEHMPOBOYHBIH 3aJ1 BOILIENT UMITEPaTOp.

— Yro 311€Ch MTPOUCXOAUT? — IPO3HO CIIPOCUJT OH, YBUJIEB TPYIIbI HIMIIEPCKUX BOMHOB, PAHEHOTO
cosnara u Ppocra ¢ Mmedom y ropia JopoHTopa.

— Orel1, THI CAMBI OCJICTHUI Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPOT'O 51 XOTeJI Obl BUIETH ceituac! — rpy0o OTBEeTHII
KOpOJb. — Youpaiics!

— Crieii 3a CBOMMU CJIOBaMH, ChIH, — BacTHO otBeTus1 CyHpas. — He 3a0wiBaii kTo 5!

I'maza ®pocra 3710 O1IeCHY M U OH, OOEPHYBIIMChH, CO BCEH CUJIBI 3aITyCTHJI M€Y B CBOETO OTIA
— BUHOBHHUKA €r0 HECUACTUH.

KonnayH nBukeHreM pyKHM OCTAaHOBUJI OPYXKHE U TIEpEHANPaBUil €ro B CTEHY, a 3aTeM CHJIBHO
CKaJl KyJlaK, OTYEero KOpOJIb MOAHSIICS B BO3AYX M 3aXpUIIE, MBITASCh TPU STOM OCBOOOAUTDH TOPJIO
OT HEBUJVMBIX MaJIbIIEB.

— MHe Hajgoenm TBOM BBIXOIKHM, ChiH. Eciu emie pa3 4ro-HUOyAb MOIOOHOE MOBTOPUTCS, S
Hakaxy Te0si. A cefiuac, — UMIepaTop pazxkai Kynak, 1 Ppoct ynan Ha 3eMTio, — MOWAEM CO MHOM.

— Kyna?

— Tyna, rae Tol HOMYYHIIL OTBET Ha CBOM Bompoc: «Kto youn Dpuka?».
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I'1aBa TpeThbst
HeBuumblil Bpar

Hesuoumoe 310 6cezo mpegooicree.
THyo6nunuii Cup

dpoct meieHHO ogHsICS ¢ niecka. Ero B3msg ynan Ha oOHsiBuxcs Jopontopa u Tanany.
370 CHOBa OOJIBIO OTO3BAIOCH B €10 ceparie. OHM ObLUTH CYaCTIIMBHI, a OH HeT. Ho KTO B 9TOM BUHOBAT?
Boru? Jlemonni? Otenr? KTo-TO U3 HUX OTHSUJT Y HErO DpUKA U pa3pyllInjl OTHOLIEHUS ¢ AJIOU30M.

— Tl 3HaCIH KTO YOMIT DpHKa?! — paCTepsTHHO CIIPOCKIT KOPOJTh Y HMITEPATOpA.

— S mokaxy Tebe. inem co MHOM, — YKJIOHUMBO OoTBeTWI CyHpa3 U HalpaBHUJICS K JBEPH.

dpocty HUYEro He OCTAaBAJIOCh, KAK IMOCIEOBATh 32 HUM. Bckope KOposib MOHsI, YTO OHM
CHOBA CITyCKAIOTCSl B MOA3EMHYIO JTAOOPaTOPHIO.

Uepes HEKOTOpPOEe BpeMsi OHM OKA3aJIMCh B MOMEIEHUH, TIe HaXOAWJICS OCHOBHOM MOpTAJl.
Hmmnepatop nopoies K IepeBIHHOW TyMOe ¢ MaKeTOM KapThl U, HAJKaB OIHY U3 MUTAIOIIMX KPACHBIX
TOYEK, BCTAI B Marn4eckuil Kpyr. OHU TYT ke MepeHecInch B JUIMHHBIN KOPUIO0P, MO0 00EUM CTOPO-
HaM KOTOPOTO CTOSUIM JIByXbsIPYCHBIE JIepeBsiHHbIE KpoBaTH. B Hoc PpocTy cHOBa yaapuil Mep3Kuii
3amax, HO OH ObUI elle oTBparuTeNbHee, yeM B Yuctmnmie. CyHpa3 CHOBa IMofaj ChIHY, CHSIB CO
CTEeHBI, IPSIMOYTOJIBHYIO TPSITIKY C 3aBsizkamu. Koposib ¢ pagocThio Hanerul ee. JIplarh cTajo jerye.

— I'me mbI Ha 3TOT paz? — cnpocui Ppocr.

— B YepHozopuu, — OTBETWII OTELL.

—I'ne?

— Ceituac cam Bce MOMMeEIlIb.

K num nozmerena GecrenecHasi npuspauHas purypa.

— Jlo6po moxanoBark, Bame Mmneparopckoe u KoponeBckoe BenuuectBa, — mporoBopu
ciIyra.

— 3npaBctByii, ®unimn. JlokaaapBail 0OCTaHOBKY.

— 3a npomemuii JeHb YMepJIo BOCEMB/IECST JBa YEJIOBEKA, MOCTYIHJIO IIECThAECAT BOCEMb,
B HAYaJIbHOM CTaJJi HAXOJUTCS MSTHACCAT JEBSATh, B CPEIHEN — COPOK BOCEMb, B OECCO3HATETbHOM
CTaJIUM — MATHAECAT MATh. Bcero G0IbHBIX — CTO MIECTHAECAT ABa uenoBeka. [Ipupoct — mectHaaaTh
YesioBeK. TPy HOBBIX UCIIBITYEMBIX JIEKAPCTBA YIy4IlIeHHs] HE TIPUHECITH.

— Ouens nevanbHo, PuHM. OTHpaBISCA 3aHUMATLCSI CBOMMU JEJIAMHU.

— Cnymaroch, — OTBeTHII OecTesIeCHbIN CIyra U TojieTes MPoYb.

— O uem 3710 BHI? — cipocui PpocrT.

— A TbI He TIOHsT?

— Her.

— O uepHo¥i cMepTH, KOHEUHO. Heyxenu Tebe JefiCTBUTETHHO MPUIILIA B TOJIOBY MBICITb, UTO S
MIPUAYyMA 3Ty CMEpTeJbHYI0 00se3Hb, YToOb youTh Dpuka? B Poreane, Ha caMoM Jesie, 3T0 BCEro
JIMIIb BTOPOH CITy4aii, HO 3a €ro CTeHaMM KaXIblii IeHb 3200JIEBAIOT U yMUPAIOT HECKOJIBKO JIECATKOB
YeJIoBeK. DTO CMEpTEIbHBIN OMY AJIaKacTHH, KOTOPBIH S TOKA, K COKaIeHHUI0, OCTAHOBUTH HE MOTY.
[NepBblii HAXOAWT 3a00JIEBIIHX 10 BCEW UMIIEPHHU U IOCTABIISIET CIO/IA, A 51 UCTILITHIBAIO HA HUX HOBBIC
cHa100bs1. Kcraty, TBOSI MaTh TOXe yMepria OT YepHOU CMEPTH.

— 3HauuT, THl HE BUHOBEH B CMEpPTU DpuKa?

— KoneuHo ke HeT. {I BeChb [IeHb MBITAJICA CIIAaCTU €r0 BCEBO3MOKHBIMM CPEICTBaMHU, HO... Thl
caM Bce BHIeN, ChiH. K coxarenuio, y geTell uepHasi CMepTh MPOTEKaeT HaMHOro ObICTpee, YeM y
B3pociibiX. TOMBKO MO3TOMY MPUIILJIOCH CKEUb TEJI0 DPUKa PaHbIIIE MOJI0KEHHOTO CpoKa. S Gosiics 3a
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paccynok Asnoussl. To, 4TO MPOUCXOAUT C IETbMH Ha TPETbU CYTKH IOCJIE CMEPTH OT 3TOM OOJIE3HH,
MPOCTO YKACHO M HeJIb3s1 OMMcaTh HUKaKuMH ciioBami. [ToBeps MHe. f yke HaOmonan mogooHoe.

— Otkyaa B3s1J1aCh 3Ta XBOPH?

— Ox, ecm OBl 51 3HAJT OTBET Ha TOT HeJerKuil Borpoc. OHa MOsIBUIACH BHE3AIHO, KOTa
TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO CTaJl UMIIEpPAaTOpoM. [0 3TOro MOMeHTa HUKTO paHblile O Hel He cibixuBajl. CHavama
HAYaJIMCh eJMHUYHBIC CTy4au, Ha KOTOPbIE s1 He 0OpaTu/I BHUMaHUs1. 3aTteM O0Jie3Hb pruoOperia Mac-
COBBIM XapakTep, U MHE MPUIILIOCH 3aHATHCS €€ NMPUCTAIbHBIM u3yueHueM. S cosnan YepHoszopui,
Ky/1a IPUHSUIMCH CBO3UTH OOJBHBIX CO BCEW UMIIEPUH, M HAYaJl UCKATh IPUUYKHY 3200/IeBaHusI, a TJIaB-
Hoe — JiekapcTBo. Ho uem Gorbliie 51 yriyOusisics, TeM Oofbliie 3armyThiBaICs. YepHasi cMepTh He o[-
JaeTcsl MPOCTOMY OOBSICHEHHIO: HEU3BECTHO KaK MOsIBIISIETCS, paclpocTpaHsieTcs U ucyesaer. OHa
MOXO0Ka HA MPOKJISAThE. BO3MOKHO, Tak OHO U ecTh. MOXeT ObITh, AHTapeC WM KTO-HUOYIb U3 APY-
rux OOroB HaclaIM Ha AJIAaKaCTHIO 3Ty CMEpTebHYIO 3apasy, yToObl Haka3aTh MeHs? Toraa 3auem
ryouTs npocroii Hapon? B obrem, MOKHO CKa3aTb, YTO YepHAsi CMEPTh MPUIILIA BMECTE C APYTUMHU
U3MeHeHusAMHU 310Xy Mpaunsix [lepemeH, 1 oka ee Hellb3s1 OCTAaHOBUTh HUKAKUM U3BECTHBIM CIIO-
co6oM. [TpoIILio CTONBKO JIET, a 5 TaK U OCTAJICS HA MTPEKHEM MECTe B PEILICHUH TOM 3arajiIku, XOTs U
311ech 3a0pe3KIII CBeT HaJekabl. KpacHBIN, 3TOT Be3AeCyIMiA PeroH, OH ¢TUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO CMOT
MEPeXUTh YepHYI0 cMepTh. [1ycTh OH M He 4YesIoBeK, a KaMEHHBIII BOMH, HO CYTh OCTa€TCsl CYTbIO:
HeusJIeunMylo O0JIe3Hb MOKHO 1oOeauTh. [ToaTomMy Tereph Mbl IPOCTO 00s13aHBI HalTH Penrona u
JOCTaBUTD €ro0 clofa KMBbIM. TOJbKO KMBBIM! ¥V MeHs yXke ecTh IUIaH, Kak cXBaTUTh ero. Hanerwocs,
y Hac Bce MOJIyYUTCs, U Mbl HaliJIEM JIEKAPCTBO OT YEPHOM CMEpTHU. A Terepb MOMAEM, CaM BCE YBU-
TIVIIITh.

OnHu npouuM Aajblie Mo KOPUAOpy U OYYTHIIMCh B OTPOMHOM IIPOCTOPHOM MOMEIIEHUH, B
KOTOPOE MOCTYTAJ COJTHEUHBIH CBET U3 OOJIBIIIOrO OTBEPCTHS B MOTONIKE. OHO OBLIO 3aKPHITO KAKUM-
TO IPO3payHbIM MaTepHajIoM, IMPOIYCKAOIIMM Jy4d COJHLA U JAIOIMM OLIyIleHUe MPUCYTCTBUS
KUBOW mpupoabl. Ho 3Ta KapTMHa 3eMHOTO OJIAromnoayvrsi He MOIJIA YCIIOKOUTh TEP3aeMbIX CMep-
TEJIbHOU OOJIE3HBIO JIONEH, JIeXKaIIMX Ha ABYXbSIPYCHBIX KPOBATSX 1O BceMy rnomMernenuio. Omaau 6e3-
OCTAaHOBOYHO PbIJAJIU, APYTHE UCTOITHO KPUYAJIU U IEPrajicCh B KOHBYJIbCUSX, TPEThU HEBUAAIIUMU
1a3aMy TSI TIpsSMO Tiepes; CoO0i M UTO-TO TMXO OopMoTaiu. K HUM HenmpepbhIBHO MOAJIETAIH
OecTeliecHbIe CIIYTH: IaBAJIU [TUTh, YTUPAJIHU MTOT, OOMBIBAJIM, HACUJIHHO BBOIMIIM BHYTPb TeJla KaKue-
TO XHMJKOCTH, pa3roBapuBaJId, CIIYIIIAIN U MHOroe apyroe. OcobeHHO OyitHbIe OOTbHBIe ObUTH MTPUBSI-
3aHbl, YTO TOJILKO MPUHOCKJIO UM BPEJ — OHU pacTUpav cebe PyKH U HOTH ISPXKABIIUMH UX BepeB-
KaMU /10 KPOBH.

[Nepen Takoii ropecTHON M MpauyHON KAPTUHOM JIaXe caMble TOOJECTHBIEe Cepiia Tepsuid MykKe-
CTBO, 4 CaMble XXECTOKHe — Oe3pasnuyue K cTpagaHusM. ®PpocT He ObUT UCKIIOYEHHEM. YBUIEB
HECYACTHBIX JIIOJIeH, OH HEBOJIBLHO HCHyrajicsi v nodesnes. BoibHple HAMOMHWIM eMy DpuKa, U OH
TIOHSLJT, YTO OTEll HE BPET.

— ITO MOXET MOCTUTHYTh U Hac? — CIPOCHJI OH.

— Hecomuenno. Eciu 51 He Haiiny iekapcTBO, MOrMOHEM MbI Bce, — oTBeTH1 CyHpas. — Tenepb
Thl BEpUILIb MHE?

— Ha. ITpoctu, oTelr, 9To yCOMHWICS B TeOe.

— 4 xoten mpuBecTH ciofa Aon3y, HO OHa He cTajia Jake ciymarh MeHs. Hameoch y Te0s
MOJTyYMTCS JIydilie OObSICHUTH €il Bce.

— A mouemy Thl CYMTaelIb, YTO OOTM MOIJIM HACIATh 3Ty XBOPb? MOXET ObITh, 3TO IEMOHbI?

— Bpag mm, ceid. [lemoHam B snoxy Mpaunsix [lepemen npunuiocs Toxke Hecnaako. Panbiie,
KOTJIa e1lle CYIIECTBOBAJI BEpXOBHbIN COBET MaroB, Mbl IIOCTOSIHHO BOEBAJIM C HUIMHU, TIHITAsICh yOepeub
moneit ot ux ko3Hell. C npuxonom snoxu Mpaunsix [lepemen Bce namennsnocb. OHM ONPATAINCH B
cBoeM yoOexuie B KearoMm Mope U Ha 3emJie Teriepb MOSIBISAIOTCS OYeHb PEIKO. . .

HeoxunaanHo mmneparop OCTaHOBWICS M BHUMATEJIBHO MPUCIYIIAICS K CBOMM 4YyBcTBam. B
3TOT € MUT PIOM C HUM nosiBujics [1epBbiid.
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— Baie ... — Hauan 6su10 OH, HO CyHpas3 npepBall ero.

— 4 3naio, [lepsoiil. HemenienHno no3oBu cioga biaskxapra, HO MycTh OH OCTaeTCsl B TeHU. A
caM He OTXOIY OT HAC C CBIHOM HU Ha Imar. Majo v Jjis 94ero OH mpuimen!

— K0, oren1? — nenoymeBan ®poct. — Yto ciyuusocs?

— Ceituac cam Bce yBUIMIIb.

B noxarBepxkaeHU ero CJIOB U3 BO3/IyXa MPsIMO Mepeji HUMU BO3HUK BBHICOKUI YepHOOOPOJIbI
CTapyK B YepHON MaHTUH. Ero U110 ¢ MajieHbKUMHU 37TbIMH IIA3KaMH He BBI3BIBAJIO CUMITATHU: XY/IOe,
C MHOTOUYHUC/IEHHBIMU s13BOUKaMu. OH OMMpasIcs Ha TOJCTHI Maru4ecKuil mocox.

— JIoOpwIil IeHb, — YYTHBO TIO3I0POBAJICS MOSIBUBIIUICS CTapUK. — S TIpUCSy, eClii BBl He
BO3paxaere.

OTBeTta JOXHUIATHCS OH HE CTasl M OECLIEpEMOHHO ycesics B co3aHHoe UM Kpecio. CyHpas
caesaj TOXe camMoe, HaKoJIIOBaB MeOeb /171 cedst U chiHa. [1epBbIil CTOSUIT PSIOM.

— 3a0aBHO BHIIJIAIAT IPABUTETH AJIAKACTHH, — YJIBIOHYJICS Mar, OrOJIUB THUJIbIE 3yObl. — Kakue-
TO CTpaHHbIe TPATIKY Ha Jviax. M 60osaTcs Maseiiiero [yHoBeHu s BeTpa. be3 cBoux KaMeHHBIX UTpY-
IIeK U II1ary He CTYIISAT.

— He HyxHO ockopOnenuii, [IInkoHapyc, — CIOKOWHO OTBETMII UMIEpaTop. — Thl B MOMX BJIa-
JeHusIX. SI Mory ¢ JIeTKOCThIO YOUTh TeOsl.

— 1 yBepeH, uto 3TOr0 He Mpou3oiaeT. Benp Tebe MHTEpecHO 3aueM s 31ech. Hama nepBast
BCTpeua MpuHeca Tede HEMBICIMMOE MOTyIIecTBO. M y MeHsI CHOBa eCTb, UTO TeOe MpeJIoKUTb, OT
Yero Thl He OTKaKEIIbCs.

—Iocne Hamelt nocieJHel BCTPEUr Thl CUIIBHO M3MEHIJICS, IeMOH. U He B JTydIIyio CTOpOHY, —
yemexHyics Cynpas. — Dnoxa Mpaunsix [lepemen oTpunaresibHo Ha TeOe ckasbiBaeTcsi. Korga-To Thi
OBbLIT BEpPXOM COBEPIIIEHCTBA, a Terepb 'HUJION cTapuk. OqHu s3BbI Ha Jviie! He xBataeT Marndeckom
CHJIBI, YTOOBI TIOAJCPKUBATH Ce0s1 MOJIOJBIM ?

— 4 BuKky U y Tebs1 mpoOIeMbl, KOIAYH, — OKadas nassiem jopn HInkorapyc y ceds nepen
oM. — Thl He MOXeIllb COBIAAaTh CO CBOMM JieTuIneM. droxa Mpaunsix [lepeMen BbIlILIa U3-1101
TBOETO KOHTPOJISL.

— OmnATh THI 32 cTapoe. S Tede yke TOBOPUJI, UTo s K 3TOMY He MpUyacTeH. Dmoxa MpauHbIx
[Tepemen — He Moux pyk jeso!

— Xouenib ObITh YUCTEHBKUM TIepe]] CBIHOM, €CJTU OTPeKaelIbess OT IToro? Sl cibiiman, yepHas
cMepTh 3a0paiia MajieHbkoro dpuka. CtpanHo, 4to Ppoct Tede IIO0TKY He neperpbi3 Ao cux nop. O
3HAET, YTO CMepTeNibHasE O0JIE3Hb — TBOE TBOPEHHE?

Koposnb Bckoumit, HO Marusi OTiia 3acTaBuIIa €ro cecTh 0OPaTHO.

— YrOMOHHCB, ChIH! — BJIACTHO MTPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOp. — B 3TOM Besl mprposia IEMOHOB: BHECTH
MIPOTHBOPEUMS B YCTOSABIIUICS TOPSIOK Bemiedl. OH UrpaeT Ha TBOMX YYBCTBAaX U MBITAETCS HATpa-
BUTH TeOs1 Ha MeHs1. I MUHYTY Ha3aj oObsicHU Tebe Bce. Bepb MHe.

®poct kuren ot 37006l 3aBeCTH ero ObLJI0 HECTIOKHO, TeM OoJjiee, YTO JIEMOH HaJIaBWJI Ha
6ompHOE MecTo. Ho camoe neyasibHOE, YTO OH He 3HaJI KOMY U3 9TUX JBOUX BepuTh. OTell, BUIUMO,
XOPOIIIO MOHUMAJ 3TO, TOITOMY YapaMu CKOBAJI €r0 JBUKEHHUS.

— V¥ 1e6s1 Huuero He nomyunrcs, Lnkouapyc, — BaxxHo npousnec CyHpas. — Moii CbIH He NojI-
JIACTCs1 HA TBOM YJIOBKU. 3auem Thl npuiies? ['oBopu ckopee! Y MeHst MHOTO Jiel.

— Kak Oyaro s He 3Hal0, YTO Thl Maruey yJep:KuBaelllb ChIHa, — YCMEXHYJIcs IeMoH. — Ho 310
JEVCTBUTEILHO HEBAKHO. DTO Ballld CEMeUHbIe MpoosieMbl. [1edabHO TONBKO, YTO MAJTBUUK TIOCTpa-
JaJl OT TBOMX HeoOmyMaHHBIX jedcTBuil. (CHOBa MbsIBOJIbCKAS YABIOKA M CHOBa TomnbiTka dpocta
BcTaTh.) Ho mpuctynum k genmy. MHe HyXHa TBOsI TOMOIIIb, Kak COOCTBEHHO U Tede Most!

— TeGe Hy*xHa OMOIITb? — YITUBHUICS UMIIEPATOD.

— U tebe! — momuepknyin sopn [ukoHapyc. — YV Hac ecth 00IIas mpoodiaeMa 1moj Ha3BaHHeM
Kpachpiii. Tebe oH MemaeT, a MHE OH HyeH XUBbIM. [laBail 0OObEJUHUM YCHIHS U TIOMMaeM 3Ty
TBapb.
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— A 3auem oH Tebe? — nounTepecoBasicss CyHpas.

— DTo yXe Moe [1eJIo, — YBUJIbHYJ OT OTBeTa JeMOH. — [ 71laBHOe, YTO TBOMX BOMHOB OOJIbIIE
HUKTO yOuBath He Oyznet! Tol Beqp TOr0 X0uens? S momory Teoe.

— Eciu He pacckaskemb MHe 3aueM TeOe PearoH, To Mbl He ToroBopuMcs. MHe HyKHa TIpaB/a.

— To1 He xouenib youTs ero? I[Mogymaii, komayH. Bonbire s ipeanarate He Oyay. Kpome Toro,
THI MHE JOJKeH! 3a0bu1?

— Cpok Harel cienku JaBHo ucTek. Sl Huuero tede He 1omkeH. Y Ko Thl He XO4uelllb TOBOPUTh
MpaB[y, HAa YTO Thl, KOHEYHO, HECTIOCOOEH, TO HaM OOJIbITIe HE O YeM pa3roBapyvBaTh. A MpodaeMy ¢
Kpacubim s perun 6e3 1edst. Biskxapr!

W3 xopupopa, riae HaxoausIcs MOpTal, MoKas3aaach BHYIIUTENbHBIX pasMepoB ¢urypa. Korna
OHa BHIIIUIA Ha CBET, BCE YBUJIENH IByXMETPOBOrO YePHOTO KAMEHHOTO BOMHA C IByMsI TTapaMU CHJIb-
HBIX pyK. OH HEBO3MYTHMO CBEPKHYJI KPACHBIMH IJ1a3aMH U BCTAJ IO MPaBYI0 CTOPOHY OT MMITepa-
TOpA.

— Kak Bugummb, [lukonapyc, MHe He HykHa TBOsSI momolb. bimakxapr yoser Pegrona. He
comHeBaiicsi. Kpome Toro, ecim Thl elre XOTh pa3 MOMbITAeHIbCs 33/IETh 32 )KUBOE MOETO ChIHA, TO OH
paznmenaercs u ¢ ToOou. CunTaii 3T0 MpeaynpexacHreM !

UYepHOOOpOIBIA cTapuK pe3ko noaHsics. biskxapt u [lepBbiil cpa3y ke MpuHsM OOeBbie
CTOMKH, TOTOBbIE OTPA3UTh BOBMOXKHYIO aTakKy.

— 4 noGepyce 1o Tedst, Cynpas! IlomsHM MOe cT0BO! — ITpopeBes OH HEYEJIOBEUECKUM I'OJIOCOM
U HCYe3.

B 1ot 3% MOMeHT Marus cniana ¢ Ppocrta, HO OH yKe YCTIOKOUJICS, TIOBEPHB UMIIEPaTOpYy.

— IIpo Kaky1o cliesiky OH rOBOpHJI, OTell? — CIIPOCUIT KOPOJIb.

— OO0 3TOM Kak-HHOYIb IOTOM, ChIH. DTO OYEHb TMeyasibHasI UCTOPUS, U 51 HE XOUYy €€ BCIIOMU-
Hatb. W THI TOJKEH 3HaTh: s TeOs1 HUKOrIa He oOMaHbIBal. To, YTO TOBOPHIT IEMOH — CYILAsl JIOKb.
OHu 10 cux NOp BUHAT MEHS B TOM, UTO 3TO s BbI3BaJ 310Xy Mpaunbix [lepemeH, 4ToObl OryouTh
ux. Ho 3t0 He Tak. Ha000poT, 51 mbITaloch OOPOTHCS CO BCEMHU €€ MPOSIBICHUSIMH, BKJIIOYAs U YEPHYIO
CMEpTb.

— Bame Mwmnepatopckoe BenmmuectBo, — Bapyr oOpartwics kK Hemy IlepBbiil. — Y MeHs erne
O/IHA HOBOCTb.

— INoBcraniipi?

— Her, Bnagpika. §1 GoJbliie He MOTyyYao CBEICHUH C Y4acTKa Mo HOMEPOM CTO JIBALIATh TPH.
310 MapbsBUHCKOE MOCENICHNUE, TIe HAXOAUTCS, KaK BaM, KOHEYHO, M3BECTHO, OIUH U3 HAIIHUX 100bI-
BaIOIIMX OOBEKTOB.

— Y10 3TO MOXET ObITH?

— He 3Hato, noenmutesb. HeoOxoaumo HaBeaThCs Ty/Ia M BBISICHUTD, YTO TaM ITPOU3OIILIO.

— Yac ot yacy He Jierde, — B3JOXHYJI KOJIAYH U 00paTuiIcs K chiHy: — He xouemb pa3BesiTbes,
roka AJjion3a He pujeT B ce0s?

— A nonsu, orent. Bee caenato, — ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO OTBETHI PPOCT U MpUKa3all JErpuHy: — [ 0ToBb
JBa OTpsiAa cBajoB. BeicTynaem uepes yac.

— Cnymatoch, — orBetu1 IlepBbiil u ucues.

— ChIH, — TaCKOBO MTPOM3HEC UMITEPATOP, — MOCIYIIail MeHs1. Ayon3a Te0st mpocTuT. S yBepeH B
stoMm. [TosTomy OyIb OCTOpOXKEH 1 He PUCKYH 3psi. BbIsICHH, UTO TaM cityumiioch 1 coooum [lepsomy,
a s BBIIIUTIO HEOOXOIMUMBbIE CHITBI, €CJIU TIOHAI00UTCS. Thl MEHs TIOHSLT?

— Xoporo, oTel.

— Paspemute MHe roexaTb ¢ HUM, TIOBEJIMTENb, — BAPYT 0OpaTHIICS K UMIIEpaTopy A0 CHX IOp
MOJTYAIIMI YE€PHBI KAMEHHBIN BOUH.

— Her, biskxapt. Tel MHe Hy)eH 31ech. HyxHO rotoBuThes K noxony Ha Jlemdpepornec. Pearon
CKOpPO Oy/ZIeT MOBEepIKeH.
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I'naBa yerBepTas
Po’k/1eHue BeJHUKOro KoJayHa

Onu npuxoosim, umoowl ux pazoyoun.
Dunvm «Hauano»

— Moii otenr MHe pacckasbiBall, @ TOMY — €r0 OTel], a €r0 OTLly — €ro OTEell, U TaK HECKOJIbKO
TMOKOJIEHWH, YTO JAaBHBIM-JABHO HAIll MUP co3aiu Ooru. Benmmkuil AHTapec cOTBOpMII Bce BOKPYT,
BCE, UTO Thl BUJMIIIb TIepes coOoit, cbiH. OH caemnan He0o, a Ha HeM COJHIIE, JIYHY U 3Be3/Ibl M IIPUKa-
3aJ1 UM, YTOOBI OHM CMEHSLTH JIpYT Ipyra. Tak MosiBUIMCh IEHb M HOUb. 3aTeM OH CO3/1aJT 3eMJTIO, BOILY
Y BETEp U MOBEJIENI UM CIIUTHCS BMECTE — TaK MOSIBUJIMCH FOPBI, CTENH, ITYCTBIHU, MOPsI, PEKH, 03€pa.
ITotom AHTapec nogapuil MUpY KUBOTHBIX, IITUL], PACTEHUI 1 3aceiil UMHU Beio 3emumio. Ero cectpa
Anarest COTBOpUJIA JIIO/IEH ¥ MO3BOJIHJIA MM JIIOOUTH ApYT Apyra. ’Kena Antapeca, 6oruns Jlecrapa,
CKaJIMIach HaJl YMUPAIOLIMMHU JTIOIbMU M CO3/1ajIa HApCTBO BeuHoCTH, KyJa MonasaeT BCAKU 1oce
cMmeptu. bor Buponuc, My Anaren, ofapuJ JIIOASIM pa3yM, U BO3JIOKWIT Ha ceOsl poJb UX BEPHOTO
nokposuTessi. Ecit Thl, CbIH, KOTIa-HUOY/Ab PEIIUIIb TOKUHYTh CBOM JIOM, TO TeOE CIIe/1yeT MOJTUThCS
Bupomucy. OH HHUKOrIa He OCTaBJIsIeT MyTHUKOB. M, HaKOHeIl, YTOObI Bce CO3/1aHHOE OOramMu CyIie-
CTBOBAJIO 110 YCTAaHOBJICHHBIM MMH 3aKOHaM, OOrMHsI CyapObl MIIMHA cTajla 3a STUM HPUCTATIBHO
cneauth. OHa cierna, HO BUOWT U Tiponuioe, u Oynyiiee. Ee Henb3s oOmanyTs. Cam AHTapec MHOTAA
MIPOCUT ee coBeTa. BOT Tak MosIBUJICS STOT MUP, U HAIIIM BCEMUJIOCTUBBIE OOTH MOAAPWIIN €ro HaM,
monsM. K HecuacTblo, HE10ro JIMJIOCh CIIOKOMCTBHE HA 3eMJle, KOTOpOro OHM Tak Xxortenau. Hens-
BECTHO OTKYZA B 3TOT MUP BTOPIVIUCh TUTAHBI — YKACHBIE CO3/1aHMS U3 OTHA U KaMHsl. OHM 3axoTenu
YHUUTOXHUTH BCE BOKPYT, HO OOr HE AaM UM 3TOro caeiaTb. OHM BCTYIWIN C TUTAHAMU B OOpBOY,
KOTOpasi pacTsHYJach Ha JI0JrHe Tofabl. JII0AsIM OCTaBaoCh TOJNBKO HAJEAThCSl HAa IOOeLy UX co3/a-
tesneit. U ato cimyunnock! TuTaHbl ObLIM YHUUITOXKEHBI, HO TIEPE] TUM OHU HAC/IAJIM Ha HEee IEMOHOB.
C 3TUM NMPOKJISAThEM OOTY HEe CMOTJIH CIIpaBUTHCSA. OHU ObUIM OYeHb 0CIa0JIeHbl OMTBOM C TUTAHAMU.
JleMOHBI BOCIIOJIB30BAIMCh STUM M MPHUHSINCH YOMBATh Oe33aIUTHBIX JoAed. boru ke He Moriu
J0aro HAOMIOAATD 3a CTPAIAHUSIMU CBOUX JIETeW U PELIAIIM IIOMOYb MM, OT/IaB YacTb CBOEH CUJIbl. Tak
B MUpE TIOSIBUIMCH Maru. JTO JIIO/U, CIOCOOHBIE TaK ke, KaK ¥ AHTapec, MoBeJIeBaTh MPHUPOAHBIMU
CTUXUSMU. Maru BcTaiu Ha 3aluTy JIIOJE, U IEMOHaM I0CIIe MPOAOJIKUTEIbHONW BOWHBI PUILLIOCH
YWTH B U3rHaHUE Ha ocTpoB nocpeau Kentoro mops. Tenepb 1eMOHbI MOABAIOTCS B HAILIEM MUpE
PEIKO, HO MOIMBITKM MPUHECTH TOpe JIOASIM OHM He ocTaBWIM. W omHaxapl UM 310 yaasiocs. OHu
MOCESIIM CEMEHA pa3/iopa Cpeld MaroB, U Te HayaJld BOWHY Jpyr ¢ ApyroM. Tak mpousomnuio pasjie-
JIEHHE Ha 3eJI0TOB U I00PBIX BOMIIEOHUKOB. 3€JI0THI, TI0 HAYCbKMBAHHMIO JEMOHOB, XOTEJIM BEPHYTh B
Hau MUp TUTaHOB. OHU MPUHSIIMCH IPOBOIUTH OOPSIIBI IO MX BOCK peleHuIo. JoOpbie BOMIIIEOHUKH
cTapaJiuch He J1aTh UM 3Toro caenatb. Ho cemeHa pasiopa ObUIM NIOCESIHBI HE TOJIBKO CPEey Maros,
HO U cpenu moaen. Co3iaHHbIe paHee MHOTOUYMCIIEHHbIE KOPOJIEBCTBA NOTPA3/IM B BOMHAX, MBITASICh
TaKMM 00pa30M pacIIMPHUTh CBOM BiaJieHUs. Tak MpoOA0IKaIoCh HECKOJIBKO JIECSITUIIETHM, TIOKa Ha
CTOpOHE 3eJI0TOB He nosiBuJicst Crnaiidpep, a Ha CTOpOHE TOOPHIX MaroB — A fanuHa. ITo ObUTU caMble
MOT'YIIIECTBEHHbIE BOJIIIEOHUKH, KOTOPbIE KOT/1a-JIM00 poskaanuck. [Ipyu HUX MPOU30IILIO KPOBOIPO-
JIMTHOE CpaX€HHe Maru4yecKux Cuil, B KOTOPOM 3€JI0Thl OTEPHEIN COKPYLIUTEIbHOE NOPAKEHHE.
Cnaiidep OblT yHUUTOKEH, HO M AayiHaa Obula CUJIbHO paHeHa U Bckope ymepia. [locne cmeptu
BEJIMKOM BOJIIEOHUIBI HACTYNHJIa noxa braronencreus. Ona o3HaMeHOBasIach KOHIIOM BOiH. Kopo-
JIEBCTBA 3aKJIIOYHIIIM MEX Ty COOON MUPHOE coriallieHue, a Mark OObeJUHUINUCH B BEPXOBHbBIE COBETHI
MIPY CBOMX KOPOJIsIX. [ JTaBHBIMU BOJIIEOHUKAMHU CTAJIM apXUMary. 1o ObUTH JIOH C HEBEPOSITHBIMU
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH, KOTOPBIE HE TMO3BOJISUTA HUKOMY B MHPE BPaKI0BaTh MEK]Ly COOOM.
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JIMTpUX 3aKOHYMII CBOM paccKas3 W B3IJISHYJI HA CBOETO ChiHA. TOT Tak ObUI YBJIEUEH UCTOpUEH
OTLA O MPOUCXOXKJEHUU MAruH, 4TO AaKe Pa3vHyJ poT.

— A KTO ceiiuac apxumar B AjlakacTUM? — CIIPOCUJT MAJIbUMK.

— Bemukuit Cunapuyc. [To cBoMM Maru4eckiM CrioCOOHOCTSIM OH, TOBOPSIT, OJIM30K K CaMoi
Ananunue.

— 41 Toke X0dy CTaTh BOJIIIEOHUKOM W 3alUINATh JIIOAEH OT BCAKMX Hamactend. 1 Obl crenas
TaK, YTOOBI BAM C MaMOW OOJIbIlie HUKOTAA OBl He MPUIILIOCh padoTaTh. MOKHO MOMPOCUTH OOTOB O
TOM, YTOOBI OHM HANEIUIN MEHS MATMUYECKUMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMMU ?

— Ecim yceprnHO MonuThCs1 O0ram M IOUUTaTh UX, TO, BO3MOKHO, OHH HCIIOJTHSAT TBOIO MTPOCKOY.
Kpome Toro, Hy’HO JTIOOUTh TO MECTO, IIe Thl POAWJICS, ChiH. BripamuBanue xneda — He Opemsi, Kak
THI yMaelb. AHTapec XOTell, YTOObI JTIOH KUK Yepe3 TPy, a Marus OblIa MoCiaHa AJisl 3aIlUThL.
Tak uyto xBatut oTabiXxath. Hamo mpuHuMarecs 3a padoty. [enb ceronHs dyyaecHslid. Ha HeOe HU
oOnayka. [ToaTomy HyXKHO ycrieTh 3acesiThb BCe MoJjie, YTOOBI yke 3aBTpa, Koraa OOrH MOIUTIOT 0K b,
B 3eMJI€ 3apOoAnJIach HOBasl JKU3Hb.

[NonpocTok pe3Bo MOAHSIICS Ha HOTY 1 TOOeXkaJ K JIOIa Iy, 3alpssKeHHOM B IUTYT. BeTaB oKoto
Hee, OH CTaJl Maxarh OTILy, YTOObI TOT MmoToparuiMBascs. IlocaeaHui TOIbKO yabIOaICcs B OTBET, IIsIs
Ha OOCOHOTO JIECATUIIETHETO MATbUYOHKY C PhIKMMH KYAPSIMU Y MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIMU BECHYIIIKAMH Ha
JMLIe.

HeoxunganHo Ha e peOeHKa MosiBUIach Tpepora. OTer] BMUT MOHSI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK U
obepHysics. W3 rycroro sieca mo3aad HUX MOSIBUIOCH TPOE BOOPYKEHHBIX Jioziei. UepHoOopobie
TUraHThl B KOXaHbIX Jocnexax. OAvH W3 HUX, C MOBS3KOM HA JIEBOM IVIa3y, YBUIEB MYKUUHY U
peOeHKa B KPECThSIHCKHUX pyOaxax, eXUIHO YIBIOHYJICS U HAITPABWIICS K HUM.

— ChbiH, cipstubCs 3a Jioma/ib! — npukasain JJuTpux, a cam NOIHSUI ¢ 3eMJIM TOJICTYIO TAJIKY.

Boopy:xeHHble oA TpUOIM3UIMCh K KPalo MoJsi, HA KOTOPOM CTOSUT KPECThSIHUH.

— MyXuK, Tl 4TO 3a/iyMaji? — IPOrOBOPUJI BOMH C YEPHOM MOBA3KOM Ha I71a3y. — MBI TOJIBKO
CIIPOCUTH XOTUM. MBI OT KOPOJIEBCKUX BOWCK OTOMIIMCH. Thl MX HE BUIEI MOOIU30CTH?

— Her, — o6neryenHo oreetui1 Autprx. — MbI 371e€Ch OJTHU.

— DTO XOpOIIO, — MPOU3HEC BOMH C YEPHOM MOBS3KOM, a 3aTeM PE3KUM JIBUKEHHEM BCAIUII
HOX B )KUBOT KPECThsSIHHHA.

Hutpux nokaunyscs. Ha ero ry6ax nosiBuiiach KpoBb. A IOTOM OH PYXHYJT Ha 3€MJTIO O] HOTH
YJIBIOAIOIIMXCS TPOMMUIL.

— Orerr! — Bo Bce ropiio 3akpuyaj MaJbuvK U MoAgdekal K HeMy.

— Crnacaiics, cbiH, — nportenTai JuTpux caadeomym rojiocoM u ymep.

INonpocTok He mocyImaics, a ¢ KyJakaMu OpocuJics Ha youiiiry. BouH TObKO rpoMKO paccme-
SUICSI, KOT/Ia JETCKKE PYKH TMOIBITATUCh IPUYMHUTD €My Bpell, a 3aTeM yAapoM HOTH CBAJIIIT peOeHKa
Ha 3emunio. TOT momnbITascs MOAHATHCS BHOBb, HO BTOPOM yap ObUT HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE MEPBOTo U IPH-
uiesics npsamo B rosioy. Ilepen riazamu Bce NOIUIBLIO M 3aMeJIbKaJIM YEPHBIE TOUKH, a BCJIE] 32 TEM
MaJTBUMIIKA TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK €r0 32 BOJIOCHI IIPUITOAHSITN U TPyOO CIIPOCHIIH:

— ITO TBOM JIOM Ha TOM KOHIIE T0JIs?

[ToapocTok oTpHULIATEIHHO MOBEPTEIT TOJIOBOM.

— A te0e He TOBOPHUJIM MaMa C Taro, 9YT0 OOMaHbIBaTh HEXOPOIIIO, — 3710 TPOTOBOPHJI BOMH C
YEPHOU MOBSI3KOM U MOTAIWI MOJPOCTKA 32 BOJIOCH 0 HANTPaBJIEHUIO K JoMy. Ero ToBapuiiu rocie-
JOBAJIY 32 HUMM.

Korna onm oka3zanuick OKOJIO KpbLUiblia, JBEPh OTBOPUIIACH U TOSIBUJIACh MaJIeHbKasl J€BOYKa C
PBUKMMU BOJIOCaMH. YBHJIEB HE3HAKOMIIEB, OHa OPOCHIIach 0OPATHO B JOM, TPOMKO 3aKpruaB. Beien
3a 9TUM Ha MOPOT BBICKOUMJIA BBICOKASI JKEHIIMHA B OEJIOCHE:KHOM capadaHe. YBUIEB CBOETO ChIHA,
KOTOPOTO JIepkaJl 3a BOJIOCHl OHOIJIa3blil BOMH, OHA CIIPOCHIIA!

— Yro BbI XOTHUTE OT Hac?
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— Eny u KpoB, X035I1011IKa, — YABIOHYJICS MYKYMHA C YEPHOU MOBSA3KOM, OrOJIMB MIPU 3TOM I'HU-
JIbIe 3YOBI.

— 51 nam Bam Bce, TOJIBKO OTITYCTUTE MOETO ChIHA, TIOKATYHCTA.

— DTOT MaJICHBKUI KYCOK FOBHA? — yKa3ajl Ha peOeHKa BOMH B KOXaHbIX focrexax. — Her! 9t1o
MosI 3aIuTa. ThI ke X0uelllb, YTOObI OH OCTaJICS B )KUBBIX ? Toraa Thl cAenaelb BCe, UTO 5 MPUKAKY.
Kro Haxonutcs B nome?

— TonpKo MOU JOYEPH.

BowH ¢ yepHO# MOBSA3KON KMBHYJ CBOMM ToBapuiaM. Te BOeXau B JOM, TpyOO OTTOJIIKHYB
MIPY 3TOM JKEHIIMHY, OTYEro OHA yIaja ¢ KpbUIbLIA.

— Mawma! — 3akpuyaJt IOAPOCTOK U TYT K€ MOTYYHJI HOBBIU yaap 1o roJIoBe.

— 3aTKHUCD, PbIKUI ypoael! — MpuKa3an OJHOIVIA3bli, POJOIIKast IepXkaTh €ro 3a BOJIOCHI, a
MIOTOM CarloroM HaCTYIUJI HA TOPJIO JKEHIIMHBI: — A ThI TBapb, MOJIMCh, YTOOBI TBOU CJIOBA OKA3AJIHCh
nipaBnon! MHaue emy u Tebe HecmoOpoBaTh!

B nome paszpancs myMm M KEHCKHE KPUKHU: JBOE YEPHOOOPOIBIX IPOMMII OCMATPUBAIN JIOM.
Bckope oquH U3 HUX NOKa3aJicsl Ha Mopore:

— Konpap, 6aba ckazana npapay. B oMe TOJIBKO IUTIOXH.

— OTMYHO, — YJIBIOHYJICS BOMH C YepHOU MOBSI3KOW. — Taim ux mMarh B JI0OM, a OTOM XOpO-
IIEHBKO TOZIONPHU ABepb. Ham mpuaeTcst OTCHaeThCs 31eCh HEKOTOPOE BpeMs.

Ero HanapHUK KMBHYJI M CHJION MTOBOJIOK KEHIIMHY, 32 HUM rocieoBai Konpa,.

Korga onm okazanuch B JomMe, OMHOIIa3blii BHUMATEIBHO OCMOTpENICs. 3a AepPeBAHHBIM CTO-
JIOM Ha CTYJIbSIX CHJIEJH JIB€ XOPOIIEHbKHIE MOJIOIBIE IEBYIIKH C OEJIOCHEKHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH U PhIKast
neBouka Jjier cemu. OHM UCITyTaHHO IVISIIENM Ha HAXOOUMBIIETOCs M03aI1 HUX YepHOOOPOIOro MYK-
YKHY, KeBaBILIETO HAlJICHHYI0 UM OyXaHKY XJe0a.

— HoOpblit feHb, — yYTUBO Mo310poBasicsi KoHpa v ¢ CUJIOH MIBBIPHYIJ MAJIBYMIIKY B CTOPOHY
oyara.

TOT CHOBa CHJIBHO CTYKHYJICSI TOJIOBOM, HO CO3HAHHS HE MOTEpsl, XOTs Tepel Ila3aMu Bce
TUTBLIIO.

— Xo3zsiika! — 3akpuyan Konpag, ycaxuBasch Ha CTyJ BO IlaBe crtoja. — [lail HaMm moxpars!
HeydTrBO OCTaBIATH TOJIOMHBIMU CBOMX T'OCTEH.

— INo3BosbTe MOMM AETSIM YHTH Ha Yepak, — MOMPOCHIa X MaTh, BCTaBas ¢ rosna. — § cienaio
BCE, UTO 3aXOTUTE, TOJILKO HE TpOraiTe X, MOKaJIyncTa.

— Koneuno caenaens! S qaske B 3TOM He COMHEBAIOCh, — 3aCMeEsIJICS OJHOIJIA3bIi, a BMECTE C
HUM U €ro JPYXKH I0 Opyxkuio. — UTo e Kacaercst TBOUX JEeTeid, TO He BUKY CMBIC/IA UM YXOIUTb.
Takue MUJTAIIKKA TPOCTO 0OSI3aHbl Pa3AeUTh ¢ HaMu Tpare3y. CKOIbKO UM JieT?

— IlarHagnaTe, MecTHAAIATh U CEMb.

— Ilpekpacno. He tak im?

— Ila, KoHpa, — mporoBopuJI OfIMH U3 €ro TPOMIJI, KOTOPBIH keBas xJied. — COuHble MTYYKH!
Sl yxe oueHus onqHy u3 HUX. boruns!

C nocneHIMU CII0OBaMH BOMH CXBATHJI CTAPIIYIO I04Yb 32 BOJIOCHI, HAKJIOHWJI €€ TOJIOBY Ha3ajl
Y BOWICS B TYOBI.

— He Tporaii ee! — 3akpuyana MaTh U pBaHyJIach 10 HAMPABJICHUIO K JOYEPU, HO BTOPOM Tpo-
MUJIa CXBATHJI KEHIIMHY U CTaJl CTSATHBATH C HEE OJEKIY.

— IIpekpatuts! — BApyr 3aopai KoHpaa v CUIbHO CTYKHYI KYJIAKOM I10 CTONY. — §1 X04y ecTb!
A 310 MBI yerieeM. [lyckait cHayasia HakopmsT Hac. Csapre!

BowvHbBI TOBUHOBAJIMCH U YCEJIUCh Ha CTYJIbSI PSZIOM CO CTAPIIUMHU J0UYEPSIMHU.

— XozsiiKa, g k1y! — FpO3HO MOBTOPWJI OJJHOIJIA3bIN.

JKeHmHe HIYETO He 0CTaBAIOCh, Kak MOMUMHHUTHCS. HaneB oOpatHo capadaH, oHa MPUHSLIACH
HaKpbIBaTh Ha CTOIL.
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Bckope Bce ObUIO TOTOBO, ¥ HE3BaHbIE T'OCTH YCEPHO KEBaJIU MOIAHHOE KYIIIAHbE, COTPOBOK-
aasi mpoliecC TPOMKHMM YaBKaHbEM M phiraHbeM. VIHOTAa OHM Mpe/yiaraiy )KeHIIMHAM KYCOUKH CBOEH
enpl. Te OTKa3pIBAIMCh U CIIBIINIAIN B OTBET EXUIHBIN CMEX.

BuHo, noganHoe X0351KOi, ere Oosblie ycyryouio cutyaruio. HemMHOro 3axmeses, My KYUHbI
BCE yallle MPUKACAINCh K JIeBYIIIKaM, BO/IsI pyKOH IO MX OKPYIJIOCTsIM. Te IbITaluch OTOMBATHCS, HO
UM OBUIO HE TIOJ] CUITy COITPOTUBIISITHCSI HACTOWYMBBIM JIACKaM BOMHOB. Tako# ydactu He nzdexana
Jaxe pbIKeBOJIOCast JeBUYyIIKa. B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT OIMH U3 IPOMIUI 3aCyHYJ PYKY IOJ €€ IUIaThe,
OTYEero MOoCJIeJHsIs TPOMKO 3apeBeria.

— 3atkHu 3Ty cyKy! — 3aopan Konpaa. — im g npunynty ee!

Marb cxBaTuia CBOIO JOUYPKY U CTaja MbITaThCs ee YCOKouThb. Eif 3TOro He ynaBasoch.

— Mawm, nyctb oHu yiiayT! — pbigana oHa. — OHU MHe He HpaBsiTcs. OHu mioxue!

Ee peB nopaepxanu v 1Be ocTasbHble Jouepy. OHM MOMBITATIMCH BHIPBATHCS U3 PYK OOHSIBIIINX
UX MY’K4YMH, HO UM 3TOTO He yaanoch. 3aBsizanack Oopb0Oa. Ha mon noserena nocyna, a 3arem paso-
PBaHHbIE TUTATHSI.

— He Tporaiite ux, noxainyiicta, — 3alpyyurajia MaTh ¥, OCTABUB TUIAYYIIYI0 MJIAIIIYIO 10Yb,
OpocHIach K CTapIIIvM.

OnuH U3 My X4uH Ipy00 OTTOJIKHYJI €€, OTYEero Ta OmieTesa B CTeHy. B 3ToT MoMeHT npuines-
i B ce0s1 TOAPOCTOK BCKOYMIT M 3y0aMH BIIWJICS B HOTY OIHOTO U3 BOMHOB.

— AX ThI, YOSIIOIOK! — B THEBE 3a0paJl TOT M MOCJIE ABYX MOIIHBIX YAapOB OTOPOCHII MaJIbuMKa
B CTOPOHY. 3aTeM CXBaTWJI €ro 3a BOJIOCH M MOTAIMJI Ha Yepaak.

Matb CHOBa MOIBITAICS BMEIIAThCs, HO Terepb eil nperpaauin gopory Konpaa. OH He gan
el 1o0exarh 10 ChlHa, CXBAaTUB 3a capadan. [ToTom pasopBai ero v MBBIPHYJ KEHIMHY K CBOUM
OOHAKEHHBIM JJOUEPSIM.

UroObl ObUIO Aajblle, MOAPOCTOK He BUAed. Ero BTONKHYJIM Ha Yepak M 3aKpbUIM 32 HUM
aBepb. HarrpacHO OH KOJIOTHJI 1O [IepeBY CBOMMH CJIa0bIMU py4OHKamMH. OH TOJIBKO COZIpasl KOXKY U
ciomai Bce Hortu. He npuHecnu pesysbTaTa v ero MosbOsl K Ooram o nomouty. Ero Tak u He yciibl-
may. OCTaHOBUJICS OH TOJIBKO TOT/IA, KOrAa OMTh TOJICTYIO ABEPh ObLIO yXke HEBBIHOCUMO OOJIbHO, a
3BaTh O MOAIMOre OKa3aJ0Ch HEBO3MOKHO M3-3a OXPHIIILIETO rojoca.

Manb4rKy OCTaBajioCh TOJIBKO OITYCTHTHCSI HA TIOJI M CKBO3b CJIE3BI CIIYIIATh, KAK KPUYATH OT
6o ero cecTpbl 1 MaTh. Kakoii ObUIO MyKOH ITOHUMATh, YTO OH HUYEM HE MOT [IOMOYb M.

keksk

Io nbUTBHOI JOpOre CpeAr MOTYUrX AEPEBbEB BEPXOM Ha JIOIIA/ISIX €XaJId BOMHBI B KEJIE3HBIX
gocriexax. 9To ObUIM KOpoJieBCKue coaarsl. OHM JBUTAIMCh MEAJIEHHO, TIOTOMY YTO B 3aJHUX PsAax
HaXOJIMJIUCh TEJIETH C PAHEHBIMU.

Hacrpoenrie B BoWicKax Hapwiio yKacHoOe. YTpeHHee CpakeHHe, B KOTOPOM MOru0I0 MHOXe-
CTBO KOPOJIEBCKMX COJIJIaT, HE MpHUHECIIO pe3yibTata. KoHpany, no npossuiy KpoBoxkagHblid, yaa-
JIOCh CKPBITHCS. DTO 03HAYAIIO, YTO OH MOT CHOBA COOpaTh OIPOMHYIO apPMUIO U IMPOJIOTIKUTH TPAOUTh
MHUPHOE HaceJIeHHeE.

Vibpuxa II, koposs Anakactuu, Majlo pajoBaja Takasl MEepCreKTUBa. Yke TPETUil Mecsl] OH
CO CBOMMH BOWMCKaMHU TOHSIETCS 32 3THM pa300MHUKOM. M BOT mocie KpOBOIPOJIUTHOW OWTBHI, B
kotopoil apmusi KoHpaza Obuta pasrpomiieHa, UX IJlaBapb YCKOJBb3HYJ OT mpaBocyausi. CuHapuyc,
apXyMar BEpXOBHOI'O COBETa MaroB, €XaBIINI PSIOM C KOPOJIEM, PN UCTIONb30BATh 3TY HEyAauy
B CBOIO T1OJIb3Y.

— A Ttenepp npencraBpTe, Barie BenndecTBo, BoMHA MPaKTHUECKU HEYA3BHMOTO, OecrpeKko-
CJIOBHO TMOJUMHSIOIIETOCsl BaM, JIMIIEHHOTO YyBCTB M SMOLMI U KOTOPOMY HE HYKHO IUIATUTh, —
yOesxaanm mar.

— B takoe Beputcs ¢ TpyaoM, — orBetuil Yibpux 1. — Hu onun yenosek He cortacuTces Ha Takoe !
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— 41 roBopro He 1po YesnoBeka, Bamie Benmuectso. f co3mam Takoro BoMHa U3 HUYEro. Y MeHs
yXke €CTh MBICJIH, KaK 9TO MOKHO OCYILIECTBUTh. V1 Ha3BaHue 51 Toxke mpuayMan — OeccMepTHbiil. OHO
OYEHb MOAXOIUT. 51 co3/1aM 1IeJTyI0 apMUIO TAKUX BOMHOB, M MbI CTAHEM CAMO I'PO3HOM CUJION B MUDE.
Hawm y>xe He Oy/yT CTpaiiHbl HA JEMOHBI, HU 3€JI0ThI, HU Pa300MHKUKH, HA KTO-THOO elnie. Boiicko Mbl
pacnyctuM. [1ycTh JIOIM OTIPABISIIOTCS 1O AOMaM Il BO3/Ie/IbIBaHM s 3eMuii. Ham Gorbltie He Has1o
6y,ZLeT BBIJCJIATH U3 Ka3HbI ACHbI'K JJIA COACPKAHWUA apMUH. He HYXHO 6yII€T HU IJIaTUTh BOMHAM, HU
npuoOpeTaTh AJIsl HUX JIOCHIeXH, OpyKue U jiomazei. Takke He Hy:KHO OylieT ropeBaTh IO MOrHOIINM.
Wx mompocty e Oynet. CruiomHas nons3a it KOPOJIeBCTBA. A JIIsl OCYIIECTBIIEHHS STOTO IJ1aHa
HEoOXOIMMO TOJIBKO Ballle coriacue, rocyaapb. OctaibpHoe 5 Cenalio caM.

— Tl yBepeH B TOM, 4TO ropopuilib, CUHapuyc? — CypoBO CIIPOCHJI KOpoiib Anlakactiu. — Eciu
y Te0s1 He TOTyYUTCs TO, O YeM Thl TOBOPHIIIb, MBI MOKEM BOOOIIE OCTaThCsl O€3 BOMHOB.

— IHonHocteio, Baiie BenndectBo, — orBeTis1 apxumar. — [{aio rojioBy Ha OTce4eHue, y MEHs
BCE BBHII/IET Kak Haj0. I CKOpo BbI, TOCYJaphb, BCTAHETE BO IVIaBe apMHUH OECCMEPTHBIX.

K 6ecenyromum Yibpuxy I u Cunapuycy noabexas Ha JIOMaIu reHepal KOPOoJIeBCKUX BOWCK.

— Bame BemmuectBo, — oOpatwicss oH. — Pa3Bemunky He OOHApyXWUIM HUKAKUX CJIEJOB
Konpaga. Buamumo, y Hero ectb XOpoIo CKphITOe YOeKHIle IAe-TO MOOIU30CTH, TOCKOMBbKY 0e3
Jommaiel oH He Mor yiuTt fajieko. Ho nmeno ommsutcs kK Hour. MOXeT ObITh BBI TTO3BOJIMTE HAWTU
MECTO JJIsl puBasa?

Koposb ¢ nevasnbio B3MISIHY/I Ha 3aXO0ASIIEE COMHIIE. DTOT AEHb IPUHEC TOJIBKO FOpPe U HUYETO
oonee.

HeoxumanHo apxumar BRITSHYIICS B cefiyie ¥ 3aMep. Ha ero nviie mosiBUIoch 6€CroKOMCTBO.

— Yro takoe, Cunapuyc? — 3aBosiHoBavicst Yibpux II.

— Marus, Bame BenuuectBo. Ouenb cuibHast marus. Takoil CHIibl 1 HUKOTJA HE OIIyIas
npexae. Konpan yxe HaiineH. Ho mbl onozaanm!

keksk

Cria lutpuxa cuzien Ha JepeBsIHHOMY IOy, MO/I)KaB HOTH M YCTABUBIIKCH B ONHY TOUKy. OH
yXke He IJIaKkajl — MOMpocTy OblIo HeueM. Beku pacryx/ii v Melaid cMOTpeTh. B ronose ryneno u
HEMHOT'O TOIIHUJIO — BEPOSITHO, OT YAAPOB pa30OMHUKOB.

Kpuku BHU3Y JaBHO NMPEKPATUIIKCh, U 3TO OUYEHb IMyrajo Maipunka. OH MOHUMAJI, YTO MaTh
Y CECTpbI CKOpee BCEro MEpTBBI, a €r0 CaMOro WJIM OCTaBST 3[1eCh, MM TOXE CKOPO IPUKOHYAT, KaK
ceugetens. [logpocTok faxke ObUT COrIaceH Ha MOC/IeTHUN BAPUAHT, JIUIIIb Obl IPEKPaTHIIACh AyIIEB-
Hasi 60JIb, KOTOpast €ro My4unJa.

JleHb MoaXoaul K KOHITy. MajbuMK 3TO MOHSUIT MO TYCKHEIOLMM JIydaM COJIHIIA, IPOOUBAI0-
IAMCSI Yyepe3 HeOOJbIINE 1NN B KPHIIIE.

HeoxuganHo npo3Bydain Borpoc: «Tede 601bHO ?»

CHavana MaJbyMK MOIyMaJl, YTO TO eMy HOYYyAMJIOCh, HO BOTIPOC MOBTOPMIIM CHOBa: «Tebe
OO0JILHO 7»

— Kto 310? — cripocuit oH, 03upasich BOKpPYT.

Hukoro psinom e ObLIO.

— Ipyr, — OTBETWJIM U3 MYCTOTHI, a 3aTeM Mepe/] MOAPOCTKOM TMOSIBUIICS BBHICOKMI YepHOOOPO-
Oblil CTApUK B YEPHOW MAHTHUM.

PeGeHok He ObUT HAITyraH BHE3AITHbIM TIOSIBJICHHEM HE3HAKOMIIA. 3a 3TOT YKACHBIN JIeHb IPO-
M30IIUIO CTOJIBKO HECYACTHM, YTO KAKUX-JMOO SMOIMI MOMPOCTY HE OCTanoch. TOMBKO TelecHas U
AymieBHasi ycrayocts. Ml Hudero 6onee. OH ake He MIETOXHYJICS, @ TOJIbKO BHUMATEIbHO B3ITISTHYIT
Ha TMOSIBUBILIETOCS YeJIOBEKA.

Crapuk, HA000POT, OBUT Pa310CaIOBaH TAKOW peakIiel, HO BULy He TTokasasl. OH, OrepeBIIrCh
Ha CBOM MOCOX, CKJIOHUJICSI HaJl ChIHOM [IUTpHXa v CIpOCHIT:
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— Tol xouempb oToMcTUTh UM? X0Yelllb OTOMCTUTD 3a OTIa, MaTh U cectep? Trl Beab MoHUMa-
elllb, YTO UX KECTOKO YOMJIM ¥ N3HACHIIOBAIIN?

DTU clIoBa MOAEHCTBOBAIM KaK Ha/10. MasibuuIliKa OKUBWICS U THEBHO OTBETILL:

— Xouy!

— 51 Mory nmomoub Te6e, ecIM Thl COITIACUIIILCS HA OTHO MaJIeHbKOE YCJIOBHE.

— Kakoe?

— Cymas ManocTh, — yAbIOHYJICS CTapuK. — Tebe JIUIIb Ha/lo TOANKCaTh BOT ITO.

[Nepen peGeHKOM B BO3/1yXe MOSIBUIICS 30JI0THCTOTO 1IBETa reprameHT. OT HEero NCXOIUIT TaKOM
CJIETISIIIIMI CBET, UTO OH OCBETUJI BECh YEPAAK U 3aCTaBUJI MOAPOCTKA IIPUILYPUTHCS.

— TeGe HyXHO MPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY CBOMM MaJIblieM, — MOSICHIIT He3Hakomell. — Ho nepen
STHM ThI JOJDKEH NMPOM3HECTH CBOE KeJlaHhe, KaK Obl Thl XOTEJI OTOMCTHUTh pa30OHUKaAM, MOryOuB-
IIMM TBOIO CEMBIO.

— 4 xouy cTath Marom! — He 3ayMbIBasiCh BbINAINI CbiH [uTprxa. — CaMbIM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM
Marom Koraa-imoo poxaaBmmmcs! Tel MOXellb cienaTh 3T0?

— Marom? — yauBuiicst ctapuk. — CtpanHoe xkenanue. Ho 6ynp no-tBoemy. Teneps moBTOpH
YETKO TO, YTO Thl XOUEIllb ¥ IPUKOCHUCH K TIEPraMeHTy MaJIbleM.

Manpuriika pemuTenbHO caesail Bce Tak, Kak eMy Besenu. CTonb BesuKa Oblla 3a0pe3KuB-
11asi HaJie:kaa oToMCTUThb. [locie 3Toro He3HakoMel BAPYT TPOMKO 3aCMesiICs M UCUE3 BMECTE C Mep-
raMEeHTOM, OCTaBUB peOeHKa B HEJJOYMEHHH.

— OOMmaHyI1, — TOPECTHO TMPOIIENTa OH M CHOBA YCTaBWJICS B OHY TOUKYy. EMy ObLIO yXe Bce
paBHoO.

HeoxunanHo ceiH [JuTprxa mouyBCTBOBaJ B cebe KaKylO-TO HEBEJOMYIO CHITy, KOTOpas Tpe-
6oBas1a, YTOOBI €€ BBITYCTHJIN HAPYKY.

IMoppoctok Bckouwm. Ero Beero Tpsicno. Ha 10y BeICTYNHT TOT.

— YT0 cOo MHOI? — UcIyrajcs MajabyMILIKa.

OTBeTOM MOCITYKUJT HEOKUAAHHO MMOSIBUBIIUICS B pyKe OrHeHHbIH map. [IInpoko packpbITeiMu
OT yAMBJIEHHUS IJ1a3aMu ChiH JluTpuxa ycraBuics Ha Hero. Marnueckoe TBOpEHHME 3aCThLJIO Hajl €ro
JIAJJOHBIO U, BUAUMO, YETO-TO K/1AJO.

[TpucnymaBimmce K BHYTPEHHEMY T0JIOCY, MOJPOCTOK MOMbITaics ynpaeiasate uM. [locne
HECKOJIKMX YCUJIMI 9TO €My YAAJIOCh U OTHEHHBIH LIap MOJIETEN B CTEHY.

— OtmmuHo! A Tenepb OTBOPUCH! — MPUKa3al MaJICHbKUI KOJIYH JBEPH, YKa3aB HA Hee PyKOM.

N 310 y Hero nonyumnock. Tobko OH HEMHOTO riepectapasics. Y ABepb, COPBABIIKCH C MIETEb,
BJIeTENA HA YepaK, UyTh He YOMB CBOETO 3aKJIMHATES.

— Huuero ceGe, — ynuBHICS MaJIbuMIIKa, [JI5/1s1 HA CBOM pyKu. — HesHakomer| He oOMaHyII.
Tenepb aepxurech, Herogsu!

C nocneHIMU CIoBaMH peOSHOK CTaJl CITYCKAThCs 10 JIECTHUIIE.

Buuzy Ob110 THXO. PazaaBasicst TONBKO Xpan MbsIHBIX Pa30OMHMKOB, CIIABIIMX HA OXalKax CeHa
B yriy. B ouare ropen ciaOblii OroHEeK, TYCKJIO OCBeIIasi IOM.

C OGemieHo 3a0MBIIMMCS B TPYAU CEPALIEM, MAIbUMK MPUHSIICS IAPUTh B3MJISAOM B MOUCKAX
MaTepu U cecTep, HaJlesiCh BCe-TaKM yBUJETh UX KMBbIMU. Korja oH Haren B oyTbMe UX Teja, KoM
MOACTYNWII K ero ropity. Cre3bl HEBOJIBHO CHOBA XJIBIHYJIM U3 I71a3, HOI'M MOAKOCUIINCh, U TIOIPOCTOK
yIaJj Ha KOJIEHH.

To, uTo OH yBUAEN, OBUTO ykKacHO. OOHAKEHHbIE TeJa KEHIIUH JIeKaId Ha MOy OKOJIO CTOJA.
Onu ObUTH MEPTBBI, U YMUPAJIU OHH, TIO-BUAUMOMY, H0OAT0. Pa300MHUKM U3PSAHO MTOU3JEBAUCH HAJl
HUMH, NTOKa HacwiioBainy. Ho camoe ykacHoe ObIJIO BUAETh, YTO OHM CHEJIaI C MaJIeHbKOW MajiieH.
VimeHHO ee BOMIM OOJbINE BCErO pa3Avpaliy AyIly, MOKa MaJbyMK HAXOAWIICS Ha yeprake. U Oputo
BU/IHO, [IOYEMY OHA TaK MCTOIIHO Kpryasa. JIuib oHa jiexana B JIyKe KpOBH, 0 CUX [Op COYaIENCs
U3-TI0]1 €€ ATOJMII.
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HVcTomHbIil KpyK BHIPBAJICS M3 TPYAU MAJICHBKOTO KOJIAyHA. M MprunHOIA TOMY ObLjTa HE TOJIbKO
cMepTh MaTepu U cectep. HesHakomer Bce-Taku oOMaHy:1 ero. Benp peGeHOK MOr MoxkesnaTh coBep-
1ieHHo Jpyroe. OH MOT MONPOCUTb BEPHYTh K KU3HU €r0 MaTb, OTLIA, CECTEP, a MPABOCYANEM Hajl
pa30oHMKaMu MyCTh Obl 3aHUMaTUCh O0rH. OH HE CeNa 3TOro, MOCKOJIbKY HE3HAKOMEIl KECTOKO
ChIFPaJl HA €ro YyBCTBaX U 3aCTaBWJI AyMAaTh TOJBKO O MECTH.

Ero Borun He octanuck 6e3 BHuManus. OquH U3 pa300ONHUKOB TIPOCHYJICH.

— Th1 Kak BbIOpaJICsI? — MPOOOPMOTAJT OH MbSIHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Cei lutpuxa, mpofoikasi Kpryarh OT OOJH, MPOCTO AEPHYJ PYKOM, MHITasiCh MBICIEHHO
OTMaxXHYThCS OT BHEIIHEN momMexu. DPdeKT ObLT KOITOCCATBHBIN: MYKUYNHA, CJIOBHO MyIITMHKA, OBLI
OTOpOIIIEH B CTEHY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT NPOCHYJIUCH IBOE Ipyrux paz0oiHUKOB. [TOHSB, YTO [eN0 HEeIaqHO, OVH U3
HUX CXBATHJICS 32 Me4Y M KMHYJICS B ataky. MajeHbKOMY KOJJIyHY TPHIIUIOCH 3aluiarbes. Boms
PYKOH Tiepe]; coO0id, OH YCHITEM MBICIIH TIEPEIOMUT OpPYKUe TPOTUBHUKA, YTO 3aCTABUJIO TOTO OCTa-
HOBUTBLCSI B HEIOyMEHUHU. 3aTeM OCTaBIIMICS OOJIOMOK Meya BBICKOIB3HYJ M3 PYKH YIUBJICHHOTO
MYKYMHBI U BOH3WIICS eMy B J100. BonH axHys u pyxHyin Ha non. OH ObUT MEpTB.

— AX, Tbl, MaJIeHbKU# 3acpanelr! — 3aopay Konpan, Toxe Opocasck B ataky. — Kaib, 4T0 5
TeOs1 cpasy He yow!

OpnHorasplil MOMBITAICS YAAPUTh MaJIbUMKA, KaK OH JIesiall yKe He pa3, HO TOT He MO3BOJUII
eMy. HeBuammble THCKYM CAABIIIM TOPJIO MYKUYMHBI U TIPUTIOAHSIH ero Haf 3emiieil. [lotom B Bo3myx
B3MbUIa JepeBsiHHas naika. OHa pasiieresiach Ha HECKOJIBKO KYCOUKOB, KOTOpBIE, B CBOIO OY€peb,
BOH3WJIMChH B T€JIO BOMHA U TIPUTBO3IUIIU €0 K CTEHE.

Konpan 3akpuyan ot 601u. VI3 MHOrOUMCIIEHHBIX paH nmodesxaia KpoBb. ChiH [IuTpuxa Ha 3TOM
He octaHoBuyicss. COOCTBEHHO, OH cebe yxe U He nopunHsiics. HeBeposiTHast IpoCcTh OBJajiena UM.
XoTenock ToNbKO MecTH. Ero riasa cranu TeMHbIMU, Kak HOYb, a PbUKHE KyJIpU, HA000POT, IpeBpa-
THJIUCh B OEJIOCHEXHbBIE JIOKOHBI.

B ouar Bierena jxene3Has OIKOBA, 10 9TOrO BUCEBIAsl HaJl BXOIHOM ABepblo. Hakanubiuch
JOKpacHa, OHa TIOJHSIACH B BO3/YX, & [IOTOM BIMJIACh B OOHAXKEHHBIN KHUBOT OIHOIIA30TO.

CHoBa kpuku 6om. Ho 1 310 6611 He KoHer. [Tocye Toro, kak Konpa Obu1 3akJieiiMeH, MaJieHb-
KW KOJIYH MPUHSIICS TIOBTOPSTH 3TO CHOBA M CHOBA, CJIOBHO HACIAXIAsICh MyUYEHHUSIMH YeJIOBeKa.

B sToT MOMeHT nipuiien B cedst BTOpO TOBapHII OAHOIa30ro. OH BCKOYMJI HA HOTH U Opo-
CUJICS Ha TOJPOCTKA, HO TOT PelIni Aaxe He oOpalarh Ha HEro BHUMaHusl. [IBHKEHUEM PyKH OH
3aCTaBWJI pa30OIHUKA OCTAHOBUTHCS, TIOCJIE YETO TrOJIOBA MOCIIEAHETO JIOMHYJIA, CIOBHO BO3IYIIHBIH
IIAPUK.

— Hy TbI 1 Mpa3b, — npomsryasl Konpazn.

310 OBLJIO €ro OMMOKON. MabuuIlKa B OTBET Ha OCKOPOJIEHHE 3aCTaBIII IJIaBapsi pa30OHUKOB
BBICYHYTb SI3BIK HApyXKy, a TOTOM COMKHYTb YemocTh. OTKYIIEHHBII 00pyOOK ymnas Ha noin. V3o pra
TOJIUJIACh KPOBb.

Jlanee B xo[ MOLUIO BCE, YTO MOMAJaIOCh ChIHY [IMTprXa Ha Ia3a: 1ocyna, CTy/Ibsl, OCTaTKU
enpl, opyxkue. OHU JIeTeNM B PACTISITOTO MYXXYMHY M BITUBAJIMCH MY ITyOOKO B TeJIO, 3aCTaBIIsIs e1le
Oonblle cTpagarth. YMeperh oH He Mor. KoigyH He JaBajt eMy 3TOro ciesaTh, MOAAEpKUBas B HEM
KU3Hb.

Hagepxy Hauascst moxap. I[lpuanHoi Tomy ObUT OTHEHHBIH IIap, COTBOPEHHBII MaJICHBKUM KOJI-
AyHOM, KOrja ToT ObUT Ha ueppake. Enkuil AIM cTast 3anoHATh JoM. MallbukKy y:ke ObLIO BCE PaBHO.
OH roToB ObLT MOrMOHYTH BMECTe C Mep3aBIlaMU, YOUBIIIMMU €0 CEMBIO.

HeoxunaanHo BXonHas JBEpb OTBOPUJIACH U B IOM BOPBAJIOCh HECKOJIBKO KOPOJIEBCKMX CONJIAT.
JI71s1 pa3ropsiYeHHOrO THEBOM peOeHKa 9TO He MMeEJIO 3HaueHUsl. BhICTpo 3a/1BUTaB pyKamH, OH TpH-
HSUJICS PaCKUABIBATh BOMHOB B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI. Te ke He MOIJIM HMYEro CHAesaTh, YTOObI N30eKaTh
TaKOM Y4acTH.
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HewsBecTHO CKOJIBKO elrie ChiH JJuTprixa Mor IPOJOIKATh COMTPOTUBIIATHCS KOPOJIEBCKUM BOM-
cKaM, ecii Obl B IOMe He TIOSIBUJICS] apXxvMar BEpXOBHOTO coBeTa MaroB. OH OBICTPO CMEKHYJI B YeM
€710 ¥ MBICJIEHHO 0OpaTHJICS K MAJICHBKOMY KOJITYHY, OMHOBPEMEHHO OJIOKHMPYsI BCE €r0 aTakH, Halle-
JICHHBIE Terepb Ha HETo.

«Ycnokorcs, auTs, — ropopusl CHHapHUycC B TOJIOBE MajlburKa. — Mbl Tebe He Bparu. Ml ipu-
IIUTK 32 3TUMU pa30OMHUKaMHK. Sl TOHMMAIO TBOU 'HEB M TBOKO SPOCTh, HO, MOKATYNCTA, YCIIOKOMCS.
ThI yke oTOMCTHUI 32 cBouX Onm3Kkux. He ienait 60bHO ere koMy-HuOyIb. TBOM poauTesu He 0100-
pUIIH OBl 3TOTO».

CrnoBa apxumara NOJIEHCTBOBAJIM, U peOEHOK ycTano moBaiwics Ha non. Yapel ¢ Konpana
MCYE3JTH, YTO MO3BOJIMIIO €My HaKOHEI[ yMepeTh.

Cunapuyc noomesn K MajJb4uKy 1 Iprcest psiioM ¢ HUM. JloOpoayIiHas yisiOka Ha JIAIe MyK-
YMHBI OKOHYATEJIbHO yOeauia chiHa JJuTprxa, 4To OH eMy He Bpar.

— Kak T1e0s 30ByT, IUTA? — TaCKOBO CIIPOCHIT apXUMar.

— CyHpa3s, — eJie CIIBIIIHO OTBETHJI MMOAPOCTOK M CHOBA 3aIlIakall.

My:)urHa OOHST €r0 U THXO MPOIIETTAL:

— He Bonnyiics, Cynpas. {1 nozadouyck o Tede. Tereps s TBOSI ceMbsl.
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I'naBa naras
MapbsIBUHCKOE IIOCeJIeHH e

Jlyuwe cmepmo, uem ycmanocme.
Jleonapoo oa Bunuu

- Vezxkaemn?! BepHaee, Oexwutib! Yto x, mpusitHout noporu, Heroasii! Tpyc! IMommen! — 6panu-
nack Asion3a Ha Boieaiero B ee nokon ®pocra. — Hazetock, Tol He BepHelbest! Ho eciu naxe Bep-
HEIbCsI, XOTs 51 3TOT0 He X04y, TO OyJb YBEpeH, — KeHa C TAKKM BBI30BOM MIOCMOTpEJIa Ha MyXa, YTO
TOT OTOPOIIET, — TIO MPUOBITUH CIoia MeHsI He cTaHeT! Jla, Thl He OCIIBIIIAIICS, MOU IOPOTOi My KeHeK !
He craner, — royioc IeByIIKY 3aIpoKall ¥ OHA, CJIOBHO 00ECCHJIEB, OIYCTHIIACh HA KPOBaTh. — MeHs
yOBIOT, I3HACUJIYIOT, OTPABST WIH... Y MeHs daxe (paHTa3uu He XBaTaeT, YTOObI MPEATIONIOKUTD, UTO
CO MHOUM MOXET IMPOU30UTH 32 BpeMs TBOETO OTCYTCTBHUsA. TBOM IIyOOKOYBakaeMblil OTEI] — MacTep
HEOXUJIAHHOCTEH, U 51 yBepeHa. .. Her! $1 TouHo 3Ha10! OH MpUroTOBMII [IIs1 MEHSI YTO-HUOYIb OYEHb
yXKacHoOe, YTO-HUOY/Ib TAKOE, YTO MPHUHECET MHE HEBBIHOCUMBIE CTpajiaHusl, Belb ... S1! Beero mumb
npocrasi keHumHa. .. Padeias! [pumoaHo ockopouna ero. .. Ero! mnepatopa Anakactiuu, BEpXOB-
Hoe 00kecTBO Beero cymero. OH He MPOCTUT MHe 3Toro, Oyab yBepeH. He npoctut. Cmepts Dpuka
TOJIBKO Havasio. § cneaymomas. A Tol... Thl, KOHEUHO, MOe3:Xail. XOpollIeld JOPOru U A0 BCTPEYHU. . .
B uapcre Beunocru.

Anonsa paspblianach M YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B TOAYIIKY. PpOCT Mpuces psaoM ¢ Hel U CcTal
[JI4IUTh TIO CITUHE, MBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTh.

— Munas, nporty, epectanb roBOpUTh IIynoctu. C To00i HUYero He ciayduTces. OTel HU B 4eM
He BUHOBAT Niepe]] TOOOM. §1 Toxke eMy He BepHJl CHavasa, HO MOTOM OH MPEJOCTaBUJI I0Ka3aTesIbCTBa
CBOEH HEBMHOBHOCTH. UepHasi CMepTh He ero pyk Jeso. S BUIena COTHM TakKuX OOJNBHBIX, HO Jake
OTell He MOXeT MM MoMoub. Ho eciit Tl OOUITIBCS, TO TONBKO CKaXH. Sl HUKy/a He TIoe/ly, a OCTaHyCh
c Tooou. Thl 17151 MeHs BakHee Bcero. Takke, Kak BakeH Obul DpHK. Ero cMepTh 1Sl MEeHsI — TOXe
6osbioe rope. 1 ropsido IO ero ¥ CKOpOIIo Kaxk Iyl MUHYTY TIO HAallleMy CHIHY.

— 3amommun! — BAPYT THEBHO MpOM3HECTa AJION3a, OTOPBABIIMCH OT NOAYIIKK. — He cmeit mpo-
n3HocuThb ero ums! Crpbiumib?! He cmeit! Tol He 10cTOMH 3TOTO.

— Joporas... noxainyicra. ..

— PasroBop okonueH! Yxonu! Yxonu HemenjieHHoO!

- Ho...

— Iommen npous, s ckazana!

— Bynp mo-tBOEMY, — mevyanbHO TporoBopui PpocT U, HU3KO OIMYCTHB TOJIOBY, MOMUIENCS K
IBEpH.

Brixonst u3 IOKOEB jKeHbl, KOPOJIb HATOJIIKHYJICS HA Mpoxoasiyio MuMmo Kunemty.

— Bpar, 4To-T0 Ciyumsioch? — BCTPEBOKEHO CIPOCHJIA OHA, BIUIOTHYIO MOAXOns K Hemy. — Ha
TeOe JmIia Her.

— Anousa, — MpoIIenTa; o, He nogHuMas ma3. — OHa... OHa MeHs OoJIbIle He JIOOUT.

Ha rnazax KopoJisi MOsSIBUIIMCH CJIe3bl M OH, OTIABILIKCH BAPYT HAXJIBIHYBIIMM Ha HEro ropect-
HBIM UYBCTBaM, 3apblJjajl, KaK MAJIOJIETHUN peOSHOK, UITa COUyBCTBHSI, Ha TIIeYe TPHHIIECCHI.

— [louemy? Ilouemy, cectpa? — BexammnbiBai Ppoct. — [Touemy KU3Hb KO MHE Tak He cIipa-
BepymmBa?  paszee muororo npoury? Heyxenn MHe Hesb3s1 HCIBITATh MPOCTOTO YeJIOBEYECKOro cua-
cThbs1? BBITh pAAOM € Topsiuo MoOMMBIMUA MHOIO JiioabMu? PasioBatbest Ku3HU BMecTe ¢ HuMu? Jla, s
’KECTOKUH, BJIACTHBII U MPOJIAJ OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO HEeBUHHOM KpoBu! Ho 4 ke mbltascs ucrnpa-
BUTHCS. [IbITasncs XUTh MUPHO, apsi cyacTbe OpyruM JioasM. Ho Goru moyemy-To He XOTAT Mpo-
CTUTb MEHSI, TIOChUIasl TOpe ¥ CMEPTU TOPSUO JIIOOMMBIX MHOIO JIIOJIeH. 3a YTO OHM 0TOOpain Dpuka?
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3auem noccopuiu ¢ keHou? Tenepp Ajlon3a BO BCEM BUHUT MEHsI M MOETO OTIIa, HO Mbl HU B YeM
HE BUHOBATHI. DTO BCE MPOKJIATAS YepHAS] CMEPTh!

— Hy 4ro TBI, 9TO THI, OpaTHK, — yCIOKaWBaJla €ro MPHUHIIECCa, TNIAAs 1O rojioBe. — ITO Bce
BpeMeHHO. BpemenHo. Bce HenmpeMeHHO oOpasyeTcs. 1 yBepeHa. Y AJion3bl yMCTBEHHOE TIOMeIIa-
TEeJILCTBO U, KaK XKEHINMHA, 5 ee TMpeKpacHo MoHuMa. Ho u TH 10JkeH ee MoHsATh. Eil Tskeno, u
OHa UIIIET 000U Crtoco0, YTOOBI 3arTyIIMThL CBOU CTpagaHus. ECTecTBEeHHO, UTO ThI NEPBHIi, HA KOTO
HaIleJIeH T'HEB JKEeHBI, IOTOMY YTO He MOXKeIlb 0OUIeTh ee. Thl BCe MPOCTHIIb i, TOCKOJIBbKY JTIOOUIIIb
ee. OHa 3HaeT TO U MOITOMY MoJIb3yeTcs Toooi. OcTaBb ee Ha Bpems, Opart. [Ipekpatu ¢ Helt odie-
Hue u BcTpeun. OHa cama K Tebe BepHeTCs 4epe3 HEKOTOpPOe BPeMs, TIOCKOJIbKY TOXKe JIIOOUT TeOsl.
A erie motoMy, 4To KpoMe TeOs1 y Hee OoJibllie HUKOTO HET Ha 9TOM CBETe.

— Tl cuuTaenis, 4To MBI ¢ AJIOM301 einie OyaeM BMecTe? — ¢ HaJek 10U CIPOCHIT MY KUHHA.

— Koneuno, 6part. Byzere. [laxke He COMHEBaiCs B 9TOM.

— Cnacu60. Criacu6o, cecTpeHka, — mporopopui @poct, HEMHOTO YIBIOHYBITIHCH. — Y TeOs Bce-
r1a TOJTy4asaoch yTemuTh MeHs. [Ipoctu, 4to Tereps Majio yaesso Tebe BHUMaHUs, HO 1 HACTOJIBKO
3axBaueH HOBBIM UYBCTBOM.

— 51 noHnmato, OpaT, ¥ HUCKOJIBKO Ha TeOs He cepxkych. [Toatomy s ceituac 3aech ¢ ToOou. A
KeJaro Te0e TOJTBKO CYACThSI.

Kunesia 3a601TMBO BhITEpIIa C JIMIA KOPOJIS MOCTIETHIE CIE3UHKH, a 3aTeM TOIIeIoBaja ero
B J100.

— 4 cnpimana, uro TH codbupaenibcss B MapbsiBUHCKOE MOCeJIeHUe, — IIPOroBOPMIIa OHA. — ITO
npasja’?

— Ha. Tam uro-To ciyumiock. Kakas-to ouepemnas 6ena. Hamo y3nath uto.

— Bor u xopomo. O6s13aTenbHO moe3kail. BoT yBuauIlb, Kak TONBKO Thl BEpHEIIbCs, AJlon3a
TeOs1 00sI13aTeIbHO ITPOCTHUT, U BbI 3KUBETE MO-TIpeskHeMy. ToJbKO, IoKatyiicTa, OpaThkK, Oyab OCTO-
poxeH. Bozpmu moOosibiiie conaar v He 3a0y[b CBOEro JiaHTas. § 10 CHMX MOp HEe MOTY MPOCTUTh
cebe, 4TO IPOCUJIA TOTIAa OCTABUTh €ro 3/1eCh U TEM CaMbIM, CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMH, UyTb
HE OTIpaBwIa JIOOMMOro Opata B IIapcTBO BeuHocTH.

Kunesia nonoxuiia cBoio ToloBy Ha Tpyab PpocTy, U Terepb HacTajla ero o4epeb yCroKau-
BaTh ITPUHIIECCY.

— Ilepecrans, cectpa. Thl HU B YeM He BUHOBATa. DTO OBLIO JIMIIH CITyYalHOE COBIAICHUE.

— Tem He MeHee erie pa3 npoiiy Te0s: OyIb OCTOPOKHEE 1 He PUCKYH 3psi. XOpOoIo? — cepbe3HO
nporosopuia Kunesuia.

— Xoporio, cecrpa.

— Bame Benmmuecto. Bare BenmdecTBo, — IOCIBITIATIOCH COOKY.

®pocT ¢ TpyaIOM OTBJIEKCS OT BOCIIOMUHAHUI U B3IJISIHYJI B CTOPOHY. Ps1IOM ¢ HUM 1O ITBUIBHOMN
Jopore exasl HAYaJIbHUK CBAJIOB.

— 41 cnymato, kanmtas. Yto-To ciyuninocs?

— Mu1 Ha MecTe, TOCITOUH.

— Vxe? — ynuBuics Gpoct u paccessHHO Orisijiescsl.

Bosrasisiemble UM /1Ba OTpsiia CYMEPUKOHOB JICHCTBUTEIBHO MPUOBUTH B MapbsBUHCKOE
rocesieHre. 3/1eCh HaXOMJIach OTHA U3 MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX IIaXT, Pa30POCAHHBIX 10 BCEW UMIIEPUH, B
KOTOPBIX MTPOU3BOVIIUCH TIOUCKH KPUCTAJIIOB, HEOOXOIVMBIX ISl CO3JJaHMsI KAMEHHBIX COJIZAT.

VBUIEHHOE 3aCTaBUJIO KOPOJISl OTOTHAThH TeYasIbHbIe MBICJM U BEPHYThCSA K peasibHOCTH. Ha
MecTe OOBIYHO OKUBJIEHHOTO IMOCesIeHus apui xaoc. [Toutu Bce AepeBsHHbBIC CTPOSHUsT ObUTN pa3-
pyieHs! 10 ocHoBaHusl. Kak Oyarto 3xnechk mpoien yparad. VX o610MKY BaJISITHCh TI0 BCEMY TepH-
METpyY TIOCEJICHUSI BIIEPEMEIIKY C TPYIaMu JIIoJel U KUBOTHBIX. 3eMJIsl ObllIa MPONUTaHa KPOBbIO, a
OKOJIO TOpYAIIIMX KOJbEB, OCTABIIMXCS OT 3a00pa, Ha KOTOpble ObUTH HAacaXKEeHbl YeIOBEYECKHUE Tela,
elre COXpaHIUCh OarpoBsie Tyku. HeTpyaHo ObuIo goramathes, uto ciofa npuruia 6eqa. Ho kakasa?
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KT0 miit 9T0 MOIIIO pa3pynvTh 1eoe MocejeHre B Mpraady ¢ MMIIEPCKUMHU Boiickamu? 1o Oblia
3arajxa.

®poct cnycruiics ¢ JlaHTas M, NMOAOIIA K OQHOMY M3 TPYIOB, Ipuces nepel HuM. Ha nuue
yOUTOro 3acThljia rpuMaca ykaca, a OTOpBaHHas pyKa, JieKariasi psjioM, CyIOPOKHO CKMMaa MeY.

— Kanmran, — nogo3san ®pocTt HayaJIbHUKA CBAJIOB.

— Jla, rocnoauH.

— Paccpenorounts BOiiCKa, OOBICKATh KaXIbIM TOM, KaXkJIbI yrojl, HO HAWTH TOTO, KTO 3TO
cresail.

— Ectp, noBenmTens, — orparnoproBai opuIep U Moexan OTaaBaTh HeOOXOIUMBbIE MPUKA3aHUsI.
Uepe3 MUHYTY CBaJibl Pa3beXajlcCh B pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI.

dpocr, nHOrIA NOMIAABIBAS 32 HUMH CO CTOPOHBI, MTPOJOJIKII 00X01 MapbsiBUHCKOTO TOCe-
nenusi. Kpyrom Bassuiuch Tpyrisl ¥ 0010MKH cTpoenuil. He miaaunm Hukoro. Hu geteil, HA sKeHIIUH.

HeoxunaanHo onuH U3 JiekaBIIMX BOMHOB MolieBeauics. PpocT ocTOPOKHO NMEPEBEPHYIT €T0
Ha CIIMHY U YBUJEJ MOJIOAIOE, N3YPOAOBAaHHOE MHOIOUMCIIEHHBIMY TIOPE3aMH JIULIO.

— Vxonute otciona, — mpoMeidai oH. — OHO... OHO BepHETCH. . .

— Ycnokoiics, connar. TeGe Henb3s TOBOPUTh, — TUXO OTBETUJI KOPOJb, M XOTesl ObUIO TMOJI-
HATBCS, YTOOBI TO3BaTh Ha TIOMOIIIb, HO €r0 KPEIKO CXBATUIIU 32 PYKY.

— IloBenuTenb, MbI cieIaay BCE, YTO CMOIJIH, HO ero ObUIO He OCTaHOBUTSH. [IpocTute Hac.

— Koneuno, 51 Te0s npoman. Ycnokoiics. Bee Oyner xoporrtio.

— Cnacubo. ..

Hyma BonHa yierena B HapcTBo BeuHoctu. ®poct npukpell eMy BeKd. Bmecre ¢ 3tuM ero
OXBaTHUJIO HETIOHSTHOE YyBCTBO. EMy ObL10 %kanb conaara. [locneqauit noruo, 3ammuinas 4ecTb uMIe-
paropa.

— Bame BennyecTBo, — 06paTiiicsi K KOPOJTIO MOAbEXaBIINIA HAYaIbHUK CBA/IOB.

— Yto-HuOyap HAIUTH, KanuTaH? — pacTepsiHHO cripocuit cbiH CyHpasa, MoAHUMAsICh Ha HOTH.

— OO0BICKaITN BCe MocenieHre, rocnoanH. Huuero, 4o Morsio Obl MojicKka3aTh HaM MPUYKHY MPO-
u3oieaniero. To, 4To SBUJIOCH CIOJa, BCTPEYAETCs HaM BIIEPBbIE, HO Pa3pEIIUTe BBICKA3aTh IPEATIO-
JoxeHue?

®pocT KUBHYIL

— Moxert 6biTh 310 MUTpoKH? Te, uTo moryomim KonoHuio JaiiiBpocT.

— Bpsa nu, kanutad. OHU HE OCTaBJISUIM TPYINOB, A ChEJAN UX. 3/1€Ch Mbl BUAUM COBEPIIEHHO
Apyryio Kaptuny. Kpome Toro, ecii BEpuTh CI0BaM 3TOTO cojijiaTa, OHO ObUIO onHO. Tem He MeHee
OylieM roToBUTHCS K HOUM. MOXKeT ObITh TOT/Ia MBI YBUIIUM, YTO MJIM KTO CMOT YCTPOMTH ITOT XaoC.
[Tpukaxu BoMHAM pa3ouTh jarepb. bynem xaatsb.

— Kak npukaxere, noesnure. . .

OH He ycries1 3aKOHYUTD — €r0 ToJIOC 3arTyLIIIT YKAaCHBIM PEB, TOHECIUIICS U3 Mellepsl, KOTO-
past Haxoowiach psaoM ¢ MapbhsIBUHCKUM TOCEJIeHHEM, COOCTBEHHO, U CITYXKUBIIeH HOObIBAIOIICH
11axTor. Bee BCTpeBOkeHO B3MISIHY/IU B TY CTOPOHY U Cpa3y NOYYBCTBOBAJIU JIETKHUIl XOJIOAOK, TPO-
OexaBIlel 10 KOXKe.

— Yro 310? — cripocun Ppocr.

HauanbHuK cBaJoOB TOJIBKO MOBE IIJIEYaMH, HE 3Hasl OTBETA.

— Ilemepy nposepsiu?

— Her, Bame BennuectBo. OHa HamnosJIOBUHY 3aBaJICHa, U s MOAYMAJl. .. — Ha4aJl ObLJIO OMpaB-
IbIBAaThCS KAIMTaH, HO OILIyTHUB Ha ceOe HeloOPHIi B3IJIsAA KOPOJIs, TYT ke MPOroBopuit: — 5 Hemen-
JIEHHO TIOIUTIO TyJa COJI/iaT.

Oduriep obepHycsi, YTOOBI OTAATH MPUKA3, HO KOPOJIb OCTAHOBUJI €T0.

— He Hano, — nporosopui1 oH. — I Tak NOHATHO, YTO NPUYMHA CITyYUBIIETO HAXOAUTCS UMEHHO
TaMm. Thl rOBOpHILIB, BXOJ] HA TIOJIOBUHY 3aBajieH? Ha cymepukoHax Mel Tyga rnpoezem?

— Her, noBenurens. O6pa3oBaBieecs OTBEPCTHE OYEHb Y3KOE.
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— CKOJBKO YHIIET BpeMEHH, YTOOBI paCUUCTUTD 3aBaJ1?

— Ckopee Bcero CyTku, nopenutenb. KaMHM 04eHb OrpOMHBIE, @ HAC CITUIIIKOM MaJIo.

— Torma npuKaxu HECKOIBKMM BOMHAM, YTOOBI OHM OXPAHSLIM CyMEPUKOHOB,  OCTaJIbHbIE —
32 MHOM B IeIepy MemKoM, — CKoMaHaoBasl PpocT U, MOTpenas JaHTasi 10 TOJI0BE, HAIPAaBUIICS B
CTOPOHY TeTIepHl.

Bxon B Hee eficTBUTENIBHO OKa3asics 3aBajieHHbIM IpOMaIHBIMU KaMHsIMU. Kpome Toro, co3na-
BaJIOCh BIIEUATJICHWE, YTO KAMHU CHELHUAIBbHO ciofa mputanpuid. O6 3TOM OTYETIMBO TOBOPHIIM
cJIe[Ipl Ha 3eMJI€.

— Kak e BbI OcMaTpuBaivi MECTHOCTb, KaluTaH? — HEIOBOJIbHO MIPOrOBOPHUIT KOPOJIb. — 311€Ch
e JIypaKky TOHSTHO, YTO JIIOAW MBITAIMCH 3allIUTUTHCS OT TOTO, YTO HAIIUIM B Telepe, Ho, MO BCei
BU/IMMOCTH, He ycreny. OHO Harajio epBbIM M pa3pyIInio MOCeNICHHUE.

Kanuran BuHOBaTO omyctn rasa. PpocT ObLI Mpas.

— Bynere HakazaHbl, — IPOroBOPHJT KOPOJIb HAYAIBHUKY CBAJIOB, 4 3aTeM I0JIe3 B OCTABIIIeECs
OT BXOJIa OTBEPCTHE.

— Bamre BenmmuectBo, MOXeT ok ieMcs IOAK peruienusi? — npeuioxui odpuriep. — Hac mensiie,
4yeM ObLIO 311ech comar n3HavyaabHo. [I1aHCOB BBIKHUTH Y HAC COBCEM MAJIo.

dpoct He cTalt caymarh ero pa3yMHbIe I0BOJbI, a MIPOJOIIKUI MIPOOUPATHCS 0 Y3KOMY TMPO-
XOmy.

Bckope Koposb okazasics 3a 3aBajioM B JUTMHHOM KOPHUJIOPE C BBICOKMM MOTOJIKOM. 37€Ch ObLIO
TEMHO, 4TO ObLJIO OYE€Hb CTPAHHBIM: OOBIYHO JOOBIBAIOIIME IIAXThl OCBEIAIN Marn4ecKue MapuKHy,
JIETaloIME B BO3IyXeE.

— IlpuroroBbTe (hakesnsl 1 uaute cropa! — npokpuyan Ppoct KanuraHy.

Uepes Kakoe-TO BpeMsi CBa/Ibl C MHOTOUMCIEHHBIMU (DaKesaMy ABUHYJIUCH 32 CBOMM ITOBEH-
TeJIeM BIIyOb remmepsl. MHOTHe 10rafblBaIiCh, YTO UIYT HA CMEPTh, HO TaK MOXKeal UX TOCIOIUH.

[axTa 612 orpoMHoiA. PaGoTaroriue 31ech padbl U3PSAAHO MOCTAPATUCH, IIPOPHIB MHOKECTBO
COE/IMHSIIONIUXCS MEk/Ty COOOW TYHHEEH.

Mmniepckue BOMHBL, iepXka OpyKHe HaroTOBE, MBITATMCh UATH KaK MOXHO THIIIE, HO 3BYK JIsI3ra-
IOIIEro MeTaslla 3XOM pa3aBajics 1o JUIMHHBIM KOPUIOPaM, OTOBelIasi OOUTaTe el Melepsl O He3Ba-
HBIX rocTsax. Kopoio Takoe nosoxeHue e He HpaBUJIOCh, HO MIPUXOJUIOCH C STUM MHUPHTBCS.

[Tpoiias AOBOIBHO 3HAYUTETIFHOE PACCTOSTHIE, UMITEPCKUE BOMCKA HE BCTPETHIIN HUYETO MO0~
3pUTENILHOTO Ha CBOEM IMyTH. Kpyrom TOJNBKO KaMeHHbIE CTEHBI, KpOMEIIHAsh ThMa U Iyraiomas
TrmrHa. PpocTy yxke Ka3aaoch, YTO PeB eMy IMOMEPEIIUIICS; WIK 3TO ObUT HE PeB BOBCE, a YTO-TO
apyroe.

Brpyr B KoHIIe KOJIOHHBI pazfajics Kpuk. ConaaTbl OCTAHOBIIIUCH U OOCPHYJIUCH HA TIIyM.

— Yto cmyumsioch? — BCTPEBOKEHO cIIpockit Ppoct, mpodupasach B 3aHUE PSIbL.

— 51 He 3Hal0, IOBEJIUTENb, — OTBETUN CBaJ. — [103aaM MeHs Imes1 BOMH, HO BAPYT OH MCYE3,
Kak Oy[ITO MCIIapyICS.

— Kak ucue3? Kyna?

— 41 He 3Haw. ['OBOpIO, BCE MPOU3OIILIO TaK OBICTPO.

Ha npyrom koHIie OCTaHOBUBILIEWCSI KOJIOHHBI OISITh pa3/iajicsi KPUK U CHOBA BCE 3aTHXJIO.

— Ia uro Tyt npoucxonut?! — 3akpudan Ppocr, a 3aTeM CKOMaHAoBal. — BctaTh B Kpyr, Mpu-
TOTOBUTDH CTPEJIbL.

Otpsia cBagoB NpUHSI (OPMY OLIETUHUBILETOCS €Xa, OKPYKUB CBOETO KOPOJIS.

Brpyr Ha ronoBy ®pocra 4to-To KanHyja0. OH MallMHAJIbHO CMaxHYJI TETUTYIO KHUIKOCTh CO
76a ¥ MOCMOTpeJT Ha PyKY. DTO OblIa KPOBb.

EnBa oH MOIHST rOJIOBY, KaK BCJIE 32 Karvled Ha HEro MoJieTesio YeJOBeYecKoe Telo, U OH
YyJOM YyCIIeJl OTCKOUUTh B CTOPOHY.

— Ocerutb Bepx! — 3akpuydan Ppoct, NOTHUMASCH C 3EMITH.
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MomeHTaJIBbHO BBHICH TNMOJHAJIOCH OI'POMHOE KOJIMYECTBO IrOpAIINX CTPEJI, OTKPLIB TO, UYTO CKPBI-
BaJIOCh TOJT CBOZIOM TEIephl. DTO OblIa OrpOMHAs JIETY4ast MbIIIb C YeJIOBEYECKUMU PYKaMH, TTapUB-
1m1ast B BO3/IyXe.

— OpnHa noioBMHA OCBEINAET MOTOJIOK, APYTrasi CTPEJISIET 10 STOM TBApH, — CKOMaH/10BaJl KOPOJIb.

B oGHapyxeHHOro Bpara moseresa COTHsI CTpesl, HO Yy/IOBHINE TIPOBOPHO CTAJIO OTOMBATH UX
CBOMMM 'MTaHTCKUMHU KPBUTbSIMH. MaJio Toro, OTCKakuBasi, CTpeJibl JIETeJI 0OpaTHO B BOMHOB. XBajia
6oram, uyTo OpPOHSI CBAJIOB TOXe ObLIAa KPErKa 1 oMorajia u3dexarh KepTs.

[Nocne HeOOMBINON TaKOH MEPECTPETKH MOHCTPY, MO-BUAUMOMY, 3TO HA/I0€JI0 U OH, CIIUKUPO-
BaB, CXBAaTWJ OOJHOI'O M3 BOMHOB U C CHJION MIBBIPHYJ €ro B KYUYKY COJIgarT, HOCH_[I/I6aB X, CIIOBHO
keri. Tak MOBTOPMIIOCH HECKOMBKO pa3. [IpoTMB MOMOOHBIX aTak MMIEpCKHe BoWcKa Obuin Oec-
CUJIbHBI, HO OOCTpeJT He MPeKpalliaiy, XOTs UX PsIbl peeiu.

dpoct neproaruecKy Kpudajl Ha CONJAT, MBITasiCh IOBEPHYTh OUTBY B CBOIO MONb3y. Ero 3ame-
THJIA JIETy4asi MBIIIb M aTaKoBajla, COBEPILUB OuepeiHoe MUKe. Koporb ycren OTCKOYnTh, OHOBpE-
MEHHO TOJIOCHYB CBOMM BOJIIIEOHBIM MEUOM TI0 HOTE KPbUIATOrO Yy/l0BHUINA. MOHCTP IPOMKO 3ape-
BeJ1 0T 60/11. Ero BOIuib 0Tpasuiicst KOJIOCCAIBHBIM 9XOM U C MIOTOJKA MENephl MOCHINTAINCh OTPOMHBIE
KaMHH.

— KanuraH, xuBo yBonute otciona congar! Ceituac 31ech Bce pyxHeT! — 3aopain ®pocr.

— EcTb, TIOBETUTEITD.

Oduriiep ckomaHIOBaI OTCTYIUICHHE U, TIOKa3biBasi IPUMEp, TIEPBBIM OPOCHIICS K BBIXOAY. 3a
HUM TOTAHYJIMCh OCTAaBIIMECA B KUBBIX CBa/bl. PaBBHpeHHOC JKUBOTHOEC, YBUICB 6erH_[I/IX )IIOIleﬁ,
MOJIHUEN KWHYJIOCb 34 HUMHU, CTapasCh HE 1aTb UM YﬁTH Ero xorrtu craju BIMBaThCS B CITUHBI OTCTYy-
Mnaromux 1 paspbiBaTb UX Ha YaCTH.

[Tpu ouepenroM Takol atake, PpocT MPHITHYI HA JIETYUYYIO MBIIIb U CyMeN YXBAaTUThCS 32 ee
mero. YynoBuiie cpasy ke MOAHSUIOCh C HUM BBEpPX, MBbITasiCh COPOCUTh HEOKMJAHHOTO HAe3/IHHKA.
Koposnbs gepxancst kpenko. Majo Toro, eMy ygajoch BOTKHYTh Meu B Tejio MOHCTpa. HoBblil peB
OIVIaCKJI IIAXTy W YCHIHJI KamHena]. K cuacTbio, HU OIMH U3 MaJalolyX KaMHEH He Mornaj B MyxX-
yrHy. Ho 310 OblTa BpeMeHHas1 yaaua: qYyJOBHIIE MTPOJOIKAIO HOCUTHCS TOJ] KPOIIAIMCS TIOTO-
KOM, TbITasick copocuts Ppocra.

HoBblil ynap Me4om 3acTaBulil JIETyuyl0 TBapb Bpe3aThCsl B CTEHY, OTUYErO Ta He BbIIEpKaa,
¥ KOpOJIb BMECTe ¢ MOHCTPOM IMPOBIWICS B MPOAETAHHYI0 UMHU AbIPY. B 3TOT MOMEHT MOTOJIOK
OKOHYATEJIbHO PYXHYII, orpedas mog co0oi TeX, KTO He yCresn BHOpaThesl U3 MelIepsl.
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I'maBa mecras
Hemdeponec

Kozoa Koaymb nooowen k bepezam AHMUNBCKUX OCMPOBO8, OH, MOJNMCEN Oblimb, Gepun Momy,
umo docmuez Anouuu, Ho ewe OoAvULE — MOMY, YIMO HAWEN 3eMHOLL PAl.
K00 Jlesu-Cmpoc

U cuoBa nanbHsas gopora. CHOBa OeCKOHEYHas CTeMHasl paBHUHA, O€3)KaIOCTHBIE Kapa JHEM
1 X0J107 HO4bI0. OCTaBIIMMCS B )KUBBIX MTOBCTAHIIAM OISITh IIPUXOAMIIOCH UCTIBLITHIBATH BCE JIMIIICHUS
snoxu Mpaunbix [lepemen, utoOb1 foOpaThest 10 ouepeqHoro yoexuia. Ho mocieanero nmu? Hukro
HE 3HaJL

— CKOJBKO elrie 310 OylieT MpoIoKaThes? — TSKENO B3/10XHYN Baxyp, miss Ha CBOIO cTepiiy-
1ocst 00yBb. — Kak ke s ycrai. O, 6oru!

Tanec, mequuii HEMoOJAIEKy, YCIIBIIA CJIOBA OBIBIIErO BOXKAS YCTYTCKOW KoJoHUM. OHU He
ObLIM 0OpaIleHbl K KOMY-TO KOHKPETHO U YK TOYHO HUKOTO He BUHWJIM B TIPOUCXOMSAIIEM, HO JTUAEpa
MIOBCTAHIIEB 3TU CJIOBA TEM HE MeHee O4eHb OOJbHO 3ajeinu. MyxunHa ObUT HEBEpPOSITHO 3071 Ha
caMoro ce0si ¥ KaX[Jblil B3I0X Pa304apOBaHMs MIATAOIIUX PsIOM JIIOIEH BOCIPUHAMAI HETOCPe-
CTBEHHO B CBOH ajipec. EMy OBbIJIO CIOKHO CBBIKHYTBCSI C MBICJIBIO, UTO TIOBCTAaHIIBI TaK OBICTPO U
OeccIaBHO MPOUTPAJIH 3Ty BOiHY. OH XOTel OYMCTUTh MUP OT THETA MMIIEpaTopa, a B UTOTe TOJIBKO
HaKJIMKaJI Oe/ly Ha ceOsl M OCTaJIbHBIX.

— Hpomn, naneko eme a0 Hemdepornieca?! — Bapyr cepauto crpocui Taec.

— Iloka daiissHap He MpUBEJET HAC HA MECTO.

— A korpa ato Oyner?!

— 41 He 3Ha10, Tanec. HyHO BepUTh M IPOIOJIKATH UATH JAJIbLIE.

— Tax cipocu 00 3TOM OOKECTBEHHYIO MTHITY !

— Tol cmeenibest Hago MHOU? §1 He mory 3toro caenath! S He konayH!

— Ho 1HI %e BBI3BaT KaKUM-TO 0Opazom DaiissHapa!

— [Totomy 4TO 51 Bepio B OOTOB M YTy UX, B OTIMYKE OT HEKOTOPHIX !

— A Tonky-To0 0T 3Toro! OHM He 3alUTHIN HU TeOs, HU MEHs, U TIO3BOJIMJIM Pa3rpOMUTH Hac!

— A ®aiisgHap? D10 pa3Be He JOKA3aTeIbCTBO X MUJIOCTU?

— A uro PaitsHap?! — pacnansics Tanec Bce 6ombiie. — Mbl HaeM yxke TPEThio HEAETO B
HEW3BECTHOM HAllpaBJIeHUHU 32 CTPAHHOW OTHEHHOU MTHIIEH, TKOObI IOCTaHHUKOM Oora Bupommca. A
MOXET OHa 1 He OoxecTBeHHasl BoBce! MokeT 3Ta NTHUIa crienyaibHO Oblla CO3AaHa UMIIEPaTOPOM
Y BEJIeT HAC BOBCE HE B YOEKHUIIE, a B OUEPEeIHYIO JIOBYIIKY !

— Kak Tb1 MOXemb Takoe roBoputh! boru pasraeBaiotcs! — Bo3myTtuiics Jpod.

— W uro ¢ Toro! Pa3Be MeHs HykHO Hakas3biBaTh?! CyHpa3 mopabOTUI BCIO 3eMITIO, HACIal
anoxy Mpaunsix [lepemen u BozomMHMII cedst 6orom! 3a 3TH yXacHble IPECTYIUICHUS] BBICIITNE CHJIbI
ero oYeMy-To He Tporaiot! A MeHs, KOHEUHO 3Ke, KAeT 'HeB OOTOB 3a TO, UTO 51 IO3BOJIHII cede uxX
ockopOnaTh! [1e ke cripaBe iy TMBOCTH? !

— Tanec, npekparu! — rpo3HO MTPOrOBOPUIT OBIBIINI BOX/Ib 3aMaHCKOW KoJIoHWU. — He ucnbl-
ThIBail MX TeprieHre. OHO He Ge3rpaHryYHO.

— 51 Bcero b BosHYyI0Ch 3a cBoux jofen! UYto Tyt takoro?! VX u tak ocranoch HeMHoro! A
1, [Ipon, mocne cmeptu Hapbl SIBHO momernascs, ecii Tak 6€33aBeTHO yIoBaelllb Ha CBOMX OOroB!

BriBImii BoXk/1b 3aMaHCKOW KOJIOHMM HE yCresl OTBeTUTh. VX mepemnanky OCTaHOBUJI OKPUK
Capabu. U, Bunumo, BoBpems. Tasiec 3aen [lposa 3a )KuBoe, yIoMsIHYB ero rmoruonyio xeHny. Moria
3aBsA3aThCA JIpaKa, KOTOpas TOYHO 3aKOHYMJIACh Obl KPOBBIO. M BCe M3-3a 3710CTH, MEpenoTHsBIIEH
HE TOJIBKO JIUJIepa MIOBCTAHIIEB.
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— Tanec, ycnokoricsi, — nporoBopwia Capadu, MOJOXUB PyKy Ha IUIEUO HAa3BaHOTO Oparta. —
Hpoin mpaB. Ceituac Kak HUKOTIa MbI 3aBICUM OT MHJIOCTH O0TOB. [IpencraBb, YTo OHM pa3rHEeBaIOTCS
Ha TeOs1 1 3a0epyT cBoi nap — PaiissHapa. Yto mbl Oynem nenats Torga? Tel 00 3ToM nogyman? Mel
OCTaHEeMCsl OJIHM B HE3HAKOMBIX 3eMJIsIX. Torna Mbl TogyHO noruOHemM. Kpome Toro, XBaTuT cpbiBaTh
cBOIO 3710cTh. [Tobeperu cuibl. Bo3MOXHO, CKOPO OHM HaM TIOHAT00ATCS.

Heoxunganno ®aiisiHap, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAB HETIOUTUTEIBHBIA B OTHOIICHUN OOTOB Pa3roBOp,
W3J1aJ1 MPOTSIKHBIA KPUK U UCYE€3, OCTABUB JIOfIeN B HEIOYMEHUH.

— Hy Bor, kaxercst 60ru pasraeBanmch, — uctyraics [posn. — U uro teneps Oynem aenatsb?

Jlionu mMommuanmu. Tanec BuHOBaro omycTui miasa. OH cHOBa HakiuKan Oemxy. OHM HaXOIWCh
nocpenu Oeckpaitneii crenu. Kyna nntu Tenepb — ObUIO HE SICHO.

HeoxuganHo npsmo nepe; HUMU MOSIBIJICS OTPOMHBIN Jiec. Takux aepeBbeB HUKTO HUKOTIIA
HE BUJIEJT: KOJIOCCAJIBHBIX Pa3MEPOB CTBOJIBI C TOJICTHIMU BETKaMU. A TJIaBHOE, Ha HUX ObUIM 3eJIeHbIC
vcThst. Hu kenTele, HU KpacHble, HM YepHble. A UMEHHO 3eJieHble. TaKuMU, KAKUMH OHU ¥ JJOJIKHBI
ObLTM OBITH HA CAMOM JIeJe.

— He moxer 6wiTh! emdeporec! — Bockmkaya Tanec. — OH u nipaBaa cymiecTByer! XBana
6oram!

Bce, 6e3 nckmoueHus1, cem Ha 3eMJTIO M BOHECIIM MOJIUTBY. BeposTHO, TAKMX UCKPEHHUX CIIOB
0J1arolapHOCTH BBICIIMM CHJIAM HUKTO HUKOT/A He TOBOPHJI. Majio KTO BEepuJI, YTO BOMIIEOHBIN Jiec
— He cKka3ka. U BOT OH meper r11a3amu.

Koraa MonmuTBBI ObUIM TPOU3HECEHBI, JIIOIU He 0e3 cTpaxa rnogouum K jecy. Ecim emdepornec
CYIIIECTBOBAJI, 3HAUUT JICPEBbsI, OX PAHSBIIHUE €0, ObUTH JKUBBIC.

Tak u okazanock. Kak ToJIbKO MOBCTAHIIBI TPUOU3UIINCH, IEPEBbsI, CTOSIBIIIUE CIUIONTHOM CTe-
HOM, PaCCTYMUJIMCh B CTOPOHBI 1 0OPa30BaI TPONMHKY. JIIOAM OCTOPOKHBIM I1ArOM HATPABUJIHCH
IO Hel BriTyOb Jieca.

KpacHhblii 1miesn mo3aiy MoBCTaHIIEB, KaK BCEria OXpaHsisl X OT Kakoi-1moo onacHocty. Ho kak
TOJIKO KaMEHHbII BOUH JIOCTUT YepTHl cTernb-leMdeponec, onHa U3 OrpoMHBIX BETOK yaapuiia ero,
OTOPOCHB TIPH 9TOM B CTOPOHY.

Jliony B HEOYMEHWW OCTaHOBIJIMCH M B3IJISIHYJIM Ha3a[. [lepeBbsi BOMIIEOHOTO Jieca OXUIIN:
Ha CTBOJIaX MOSIBWJIMCH TJ1a3a, BETKU MPEBPATIIINCH B PyKH, KOPHU — B HOTU.

— Vxomu! — rpo3HO IPOrOBOPUJIO OHO U3 HUX, OOPAIAsCh K MOIHUMAIOIIEMYCS C MeCYaHON
3emusid Pearony. — Takum Kak Thl 371eCh HE MeCTO!

— Her, nportyctute ero! On ¢ Hamu! OH xopormii! — BeiOeskan Bnepe Baxyp. — OH HECKOJBKO
pa3 cnacan Hac! OH Ham HyxeH! OH Ipyr MOero chiHa!

JlepeBo cypoBo morsaeno Ha oTia JIapeka orpoMHBIMU JKEITBIMH TJ1a3aMH.

— YenoBek, — HaUaJI0 OHO, — OOrMHs AJatesi Mpeaynpeaiia Hac O BalleM MPHUXoJe, HO OHA
HUYEro He TOBOpHMJIa 00 STOM CTPaHHOM cymiecTBe. MoXkeT ObITh, OH M JPYT BaM, HO 3TO HE 3HAYMT,
YTO OH BEpPHBIN MOAJAHHBIN Halel rocnoxu. Kpome Toro, oT Hero BeeT 3710M, U Mbl HE JIOJIKHBI
nporycTuTh ero. [Ipukaxu emy yorparbcs OTCIOa, WM Mbl YObEM €ro.

Baxyp nedansHO B3IVIsAHY1 Ha KpacHoro, He 3Has, 4To Aesars.

— Huyero, — ycriokoun Myk4uHy KaMeHHbIH BouH. — [TycTh OyneT Tak, Kak OHU XOTST. 3Ha-
YHT, HA TO BOJIsi O0oroB. CBOM JIONT Mepesi BaMH 51 BHITIOJHU: JOBEJI, HAKOHEI-TO, 0 YOeKuIna, rae
uMIepaTop OoJbllle HE CMOXET HUKOMY MPUYMHHTH Bpeaa. Ternepb s MOry He BOJTHOBAThCS 3a Bac
Y CTMIOKOMHO 3aHSThCS BBISICHEHHMEM CBOEro mpoucxoskaenus. Ckana Poka xier MeHs1, U sl OTHpaB-
moch Tyaa. [Totom 51 BepHYCh K odermanmio, kKotopoe aai Iapeky. 51 yopio nmmneparopa! Moxeris He
comHeBarthcs. Tak uTo Oyaer Jiydine, ecu Bbl 3a0yJeTe Mpo BOMHY U 32)KMBETE€ MUPHOU CIIOKOHHON
®u3HBI0. CKOpO Bce 00pasymuTcs, U 51 Oyay Oosbliie He HyxeH. [Tpomai, Baxyp. { Obu1 paja Hanemy
3HaKoMcTBY. Haneioch, korna-HuOya» Mbl e1iie CBUAUMCS.

C nocneqauMu ciioBamMy PelroH pe3ko pa3BepHYIICcs U modexall Ipoyb OT BOJIIEOHOTO Jieca.
Crpaxnuku [lemdeporieca, BUsl, 9YTO yrpo3a Mpornajia, CHoOBa MIPUHSIN BU HETMIOIBIKHBIX JIepe-
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BbeB. JII011, TOCTOSIB HEMHOT'O B PACTEPSIHHOCTH OT IIPOU3OIIEIIETO, MO Jajibliie B jiec. U Tobko
Baxyp ne nBuraiicsi. OH ¢ YyBCTBOM HEBBIHOCHMOW CKOPOM IJIsIET B CTOPOHY yOeKaBIIero KaMeH-
HOTO BOWHA, TIOHMMasi, YTO BMECTe C HUM MCYe3JIOo MocieaHee BocnomuHanue o JIapeke. CKOIbKO
BCEro OHM nepe:xuin BMecte! CKOJIBKO JHEW MPOBEIU B CKUTaHUSX MO cypoBoit 3emiie! 1 BOT Bee
3akoHUMIOCh! B ofuH mur! CoxHO OBUTO MOBEPHUTH, YTO OHU, HAKOHEI, JIOMa, IJle UM HUYEro He
yrpOXaer.

— Baxyp, noiiiem, — B3si1a ero 3a pyky Capadu. — Y Hac erie mHoro nen. [Tovigem.

My>X4rHa HEXOTs MOBUHOBAJICSI M TPOHYJICS BCJIE 3a OCTalbHbIMU. HaBucaronye HaJl HUMU
AepeBbsi OOJbIIE HE IBUTATICH, CIIOKOMHO JaBast JIOAsSM UITU BIEpes.

Uepes HECKOIBKO COT METPOB JEPEBbs-CTPAKHUKN 3aKOHUYIIINCH. [lepesi yauBIeHHBIMU yBU-
JEHHBIM JTIOJIbMU MpeJICcTalia KapTHHA YTpaueHHoro rpoiioro. OHu cTosM Ha oryike jeca. Hactos-
miero Jjeca! 31eck, Haa Oyaroyxarorei MoTPsACAIUME apOMaTaMU PaCTUTETFHOCTHIO, TIOPXaJIH pa3-
HOIIBETHBIE 0a00YKH, TPEIaId CTPEKO3bl M KPyTHJIaCh MHOTOYMCIICHHAs] MOIIKapa. B Hoc cpaxy
e yJapuil ONbsHSIONINIA 3arax CBEXECTH, a B yIIaxX 3a3BEHEN0 Becesioe mederanue ntuil. MHo-
rve, IOYyBCTBOBAB JOJITOXKJAHHYIO HEry, OMyCTUJIMCh Ha 3€JICHbI COXPAHUBILIUI CIEbl YTPEeHHEH
BJIary KOBEP M CTAJIM C TPENETOM TPOrarh JIETIECTOUKH 3a0bIThIX pacTeHuil. HeKoTopbiM nomnagasmch
MaJIeHbKHE KPACHBIE SITOJIbI, HA3BaHNUE KOTOPBIX MAJIO KTO TIOMHMJL.

Capabu, He sABJAOIMIAsACA WCKIIOUEHUEM, TOXe TMOoAJaiach BceoOmeMy HcKymieHmio. OHa
copBaJia TOHKUI MOJIbINA cTeOeseK, 3aKaHYMBAIOIIMICS OSJIBIM MyIIUCTHIM IAPUKOM U JISTOHBKO Ha
Hero JyHyJa. beocHeKHbIN Kyo 0fyBaHYMKA TOTYAC PACTIAJICS HA MHOTOUYKCIICHHBIE MAPAITIOTHKH.
VX monmxBaTui BeTep, U OHM TOJIETeNIN Hajl OMyIIKOM, a KOpOoJieBa BOMHOB C YJIBIOKOW HaOmoaana 3a
HUMU.

Baxyp B 310 Bpemsi, He Bepsi CBOMM IJia3aM, ITPUKOCHYJICS K Oesloi repecedeHHON YepHBIMU
TMOJIOCKAMH KOpE JIepeBa U MPOBEJI 10 €€ IepOXOBATON MOBEPXHOCTU CBOEH JIAIOHBIO.

— He moxeT ObITh! Bepesa?! — omeioMIeHHO TPOOOPMOTAIT OH.

TyT ero B3mIs ynas Ha MPUYYUIMBOE pacTeHue, Ipssuylieecs: CPpead TOHEHbKUX JIUCTUKOB Y
ocHOBaHwus1 iepeBa. OHO MMeo OeyIo ¢ TPOJOILHBIMU TEMHBIMU YEIITyHKaMH HOKKY, KHU3Y CJIerka
YTOJIIIEHHYIO U TEMHO-CEPYIO OKPYIJIYIO IUISIIKY.

Baxyp omyctusicst Ha KOPTOUKH U, yOpaB PUKPHIBAIOIINH IUTSATKY TPEYTOIbHOU (POPMBI 3aCOX-
WA JTUCTOK, OCMOTpe rpud. D10 ObLT MOAOEPE30BUK.

— YAuBUTENBHO, — IPOrOBOPMII Baxyp U, CUIIbHO yapuB ceds 1o 11ee, OCTaBUB IIPU STOM KpO-
BSIHOE TSITHBIIIKO OT YOUTOTO KOMapa, paccMesiyicsl. — DTO YK TOUHO.

[NoBcTaHIibl, ONMbsSHEHHbIE HOBBIMU YyBCTBAMH, C TPYAOM MOTHSUIMCH ¢ 3eMid. HyxkHO Obu1O
ABUTATHCS qajbiie. Bee 3To mpekpacHo noHumas. Ho BHIOMHUTE JaHHYIO 33Ja4y OKa3aJIoCh He TaK
yX 1 mipocTo. C KakIbIM II1arOM JIIOAH Bce OOJIbIIe MOpaXaluch YBUACHHOMY. [IaBHO 3a0bIThIE pac-
TEeHUS, IepeBbsl, HACCKOMBIE, IITHIIbI ¥ )KMBOTHBIE TO M JIEJI0 3aCTABJISUIM OCTAaHABIMBAThCs. Pagoctu
He ObUIo penena. Dto Obu pait! be3 comuenuit!

Cropripusbl Ha 9TOM He 3aKaHYMBAJIMCh. BCkope 10 MIyux JTofe craia JOHOCUTBCS TIPUsIT-
Has My3blka. Mys3blka, co3naHHas yenoBekom! TTocTeneHHO OHa CTaHOBUJIACh BCE TPOMYE U OTYET-
JMBee.

[ToBcTaHITB! BHIIUTK U3 Jieca U OYyTUJIMCh B OOJBIIION 3€JICHOU JIONIMHE, TOCepeInHe KOTOPO
HaXoquI0Ch 03epo. OKOJIO MOCIEJHEro CTOsU MocesoK. OCcTanbHOe MPOCTPAHCTBO 3aHUMAITH OOIIHP-
HbIE TIOJIS1 U JTyTa, Ha KOTOPBIX maccst ckoT. Jlionei He Obi1o BUaHO. Buammo, Bce HaXoquivch B roce-
JIEHUH, O YeM CBHUJIETEJILCTBOBAJIA IOHOCHBIIIAsI OTTYJa MY3bIKa.

Hamm nyTHuKM HanpaBUIMCh TyAaa. Bckope K My3bike MPHCOEAMHUIINCH Becesble YesioBeye-
CKHe T0J10ca, TOPJIAHSIINE KaKyl0-TO TIECHIO.

INokazanucek nepBbie AepeBsHHbIE 1oMa. X BHYyTpeHH:Is1 0OCcTaHOBKA ropaskaia. Takoro dora-
TOro yOpaHCTBa He OBUIO Jakke y BOXK/IEH KOJOHUI BO BHEIITHEM MUPE.
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— OHM HU B 4eM 3Jiech He HyXJaloTcsi, — mpodopmotan Tanec, ocMaTpuBasi TKAlKWA CTaHOK,
PACIUIOKEHHBII B YIIIy OAHOTO U3 I0MOB. — MieMTe MO3HAaKOMHUMCS C STUMH CYACTIIMBUMKAMHU.

[ToBcTaHp!l HampaBUIMCh Jaiibllie, Ha 3BYK MY3bIKM. BCKOpe OHM OKa3ajuch Ha 3€JIeHOW
TIOJISTHE, OKPYKEHHOM CO BCEX CTOPOH JJOMaMu. B 1IeHTpe HaXxoanI0ch OOJBIIIOe KOJITMYECTBO CTONOB,
JIOMUBILIMXCSI OT BCEBO3MOXKHBIX yromeHnid. OKolo HUX NeW U TaHLIEBAIU JIIOJU B MPa3JHUYHBIX
HapsiJax.

CambIM NIepBbIM, HAa YTO YCTPEMWINChH B3IVISAbl IPUIIEAIINX MOBCTAHIIEB, cTala ena. JJaBHO
HE BUJIEJIM HAILM ITyTHUKY TAaKMX U3bICKAHHBIX KYIIaHWi. Y HUX Cpa3y NOTEKJIM CJIIOHKU M HAa4aJloCh
OypHOe ypuaHue B kuBOTax. [I0TOM MX mopa3uiii MepeKoIIeHHbIE OT BUHA JIUIA MECTHBIX JKUTENIEH.
BeposiTHO, OHM HIYero He OOSUTUCH, KOJIM TIO3BOJISIA ce0e TaK HalMBaThCS.

HeoxumaHHO My3bIKaHTBI 3aMETHJIM BHOBb MPUOBIBIIMX M 3aMoiTyain. BecenmBiimecs monu
CHayajia BOIPOCUTEBHO B3IVISIHYJIM HAa HUX, HO TIOTOM TOKE 3aMeTHIM rocted. Bee 3amepnu, msaas
ApYT Ha Jpyra.

— Kaxercs1, Ham 31ech He pajbl, — mporoopuiia Capabu 1 MalllMHAJIbHO TOTSHY/ACh 32 KaTa-
Hamu. Ho ciiyumiiock HEOXUIaHHOE.

Kuremm [demdpeponeca ¢ pagoctheiMu kpukamu: «HoBenbkue! HoBeHbkue!» Opocuinich Ha
I1IeV HE3BAHBIX TOCTEN W MPUHSUIUCDH UX 11eI0BaTh M OOHMMATh, CJIOBHO CTAPBIX 3HAKOMBIX.

— Kakumu cynpO6amu?

— K10 BBHI?

— Yrto npoucxoauT CHapyxu?

— Yr0 HOBOTO?

— CyHpasz ymep? — ChIIIAJIMCh CO BCEX CTOPOH BOIPOCHI, HA KOTOPBIE IyTHUKU €jBa YCIIEBAIN
OTBE€YaTh, IOCKOJIbKY 32 HUMU CJIEJOBAIU APYIHUE.

OueHb OBICTPO JIIOIU TIEPEMECTUIIUCH 32 CTOJBI, 32 KOTOPBIMH TOCTEH MPUHSIUCH TIOTYEBATh
BKYCHEWIIMMH yrolieHusiMu. BHOBb 3aurpana My3blka. MecTHbIE KUTEIN IyCTHIIUCH B IUISAC, yBJIeKas
3a co00i HOBEeHbKMX. Te yNpsIMUIIKCh, CCBUIASICh HA YCTAJIOCTh MOCTIE TPYAHOTO nepexona. U Tobko
Mukasine He 3acTaBuil ceOst ynpanmsaTb. OH B35J1 B pyKH JIIOOMMYIO JIIOTHIO, C KOTOPOW HUKOTa He
paccraBajics, U IPUCOEIUHUIICS K My3bIKaHTaM, Nopakast UX CBOMM MacCT€pPCTBOM.

— JIaBHO K HaM HHKTO He MPUXOAWJ, — oOpaTuiicsa K Baxypy moaceBmmii psaomMm MyxK4vHa. —
Mpbi yxe 1 3a0bIBaTh CTaJIM, YTO CYIIECTBYET IPyroi MUp.

BBt BoXAb YCTYTCKOW KOJIOHMM BHUMATEIbHO B3IJISIHYJI HA CBOETO HOBOTO COOECEIHUKA.
HeOGombioro pocra ynutaHHblii MyX4rHa ¢ JOOPOAYIIHBIM JMIIOM. Bripouem, 311ech ObUIO MHOTO
moaen MogoOHBIX eMy. DTO C OIHOM CTOPOHBI OUeHb pajioBajio Baxypa, a ¢ Ipyroil — HEBEpOSITHO
oropuaso. JIioau u3 BHEIIHEro MUpa CTPAAIOT OT ToIoAa 1 OOJIbIIe MOXO0KHU Ha XOASTYMX MEPTBEIIOB,
a XKHUTeaN OOXECTBEHHOTO TallHUKA AJlaTeH XKUPYIOT, B IPSIMOM CMBICIE 3TOTO CJIOBA.

— Bol He BeIXOUTE HApyX)y? — CIIPOCUIT OBIBIIMIA BOXKIb YCTYTCKOM KOJIOHUU.

— A 3auem? Y Hac 311ech eCTb Bce HeoOXoIumoe Jisl )KU3HU. MBI HA B YeM He Hy)aaemcs. boru
K HaM MWJIOCTUBBL. PyKku, uTOOBI 0OBIBaTh NMIIY Y Hac ecTh. Kcratu, s Akacuid. A TeOsi Kak 3Bath?

— Baxyp.

— Bynem 3HakoMBI. A KTO 3Ta oyapoBatelibHasi CIIyTHUILIA B CTPAHHOU Macke? — MOMHTEPECo-
BaJICSl My’KUMHA, yKa3blBasl HA KOPOJIEBY BOMHOB, CUJSIIYIO IOOAAJIb OT HUX.

— 10 Capadwu.

— KpacuBoe ums. A 'y Hee ectb Myk?

— Ilourtu, — HETOBOIBLHO 3ameTil Baxyp.

— He b1 11 3TOT cyacTMBYMK ? — ChsA3BUIT AKacuil, YJIOBUB MEpeMEHY B JIMIIE ObIBIIETO BOXKIS
VYCTyTCKOM KOJIOHUU.

— Moxer u s, — orpeizHysicst Baxyp. — He Oynem 06 aToMm.
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— Jla TBI HE cepuch Ha MeHsl, — ybIOHYIICs AKkacuid. — [IpocTo HeoOXoarMo cpa3y Bce paccTa-
BUTH [0 CBOMM MECTaM, YTOObI TOTOM He Ob110 Tipodiem. C Opakamu y HAC 3/1eCh He OYeHb, TIOCKOJIbKY
HOBBIE JIIOJU MTPUXOJAT HE YacTo.

— Ckoinbko Bac 371ech? — nepeliies K Borpocam Baxyp.

— OKOJIO THICSYHM YEJIOBEK.

— 51 He 3ameTHNT y Bac OpyXus, a Tak:ke BOMHOB. Bbl HU4ero ne dourech?

— A 3auem oHU Ham? MBI KHMBEM IOJ] OXpaHO¥ OOKECTBEHHBIX JepeBbeB. Ham HUYero He yrpo-
Kaer.

— A kak xe CyHpas?

— A ugto Cynpa3? Emy 3nech Hac He qoctaTh. [1ycTh TobKO mompodyeT ciofa cyHyThes. depe-
BbsI-BEJIMKaHbl BMUI €My BCE KOCTU nepesioMaloT. [la 1 He HalieT OH Hac HUKorna. BeemunoctuBas
ooruHs Anates rno3adotutcst 06 atom. s mHorux Jlemdeporiec Bcero JMIb CKa3Ka.

— Ho pasBe BbI He XoTHTE BEpHYThCS B HacTosiwii Mup? Tam ceituac HaOMpaeT CHJIbI TTOBCTaH-
YecKoe IBUKEeHUE, OOpIoITieecs 3a CBOI0 CBOOOY.

— Hac He uHTepecyoT 3a00Thl BHEIIHEro Mupa. Mbl IPEeKpacHO KUBEM 37ech. bobie Ham
HUYETO HE HYKHO.

Takoii oTBeT 03agauni Baxypa, HO OH pelI oKa He JyMaTh 00 TOM U CMEHUIT TEMY.

— Ay Bac Kax[Jplil JeHb TaKUEe NPa3IHUKHU?

— Her, xoneuno. CeromHsi cBaapbOa. Bor Mbl 1 ycTpomu cebe BBIXOAHOW. A Tak BecCh JCHb
MIPOBOIUM 32 paboToil. Bripouem, Kak u JTI0[1 BO BHEIITHEM MUpE, TOJIbKO HAJIOTH TUIATUTh HE HAJI0, —
yIBIOHYJICS AKacui.

— A KTO y Bac 37ech IJIaBHbIH?

— I'maBnoro ner. Ectb ynpapnsiomuil. Ero BEIOMpaOT Kaxplid roj U3 Haubosee yBakaeMbIX
xwuteseid. OH 3aHUMAeTCsl TEMU, KTO TPUXOIUT B TARHUK AJlaTer U3 BHEIIHETO MUpa. YTIPaBJISIIOIIHIA
JaeT HOBEHBKMM JI0Ma, paboTy, oObsCHsIET npaBuia nosenenus B lemgeporece. Takxke oH cineauT
3a MOPSAAKOM B MOCEJICHUHU U 3aHUMAETCs PELIEHUEM CIIOPHBIX BOIPOCOB.

— U kT0 3TOT ynpasnswonmi ceryac?

— OH cuaut npsiMo mepes To00H, — C TOpABIM BUIOM OTBeTUT AKacHid. — JloOpo mokanoBaTh
B lemdepornec. Teneps Thl U TBOU IPY3bsl — €r0 KUTENU. Tak pacnopsawiach Anartes.
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I'naBa cenpbMmas
Hosbii1 ®poct

aoice ecau 3a2060p cocmaesnsiemcs uHo20a AH00bMU YMHBIMU, OCYULECINBASEMCSL OH 8Ce20a KPO-
B0JHCAOHBIM 36EPbEM.
Anmyan 0e Pusaponw

Jliokyc BieTes B TIOKOM MPHUHIIECCHI, C TPOXOTOM 3aKPBIB 32 COO0I ABepb. BeuHO criepxaHHbII
B MPOSIBJIEHUU YYBCTB M MOLIMI, OH Ha 3TOT pa3 He Mor nmoOopoTh ceds. OXBaTHBIlee ero BOJIHe-
HHE COTPSICAJIO TeJIO HEPBHOM JIpoxbio. ['pyap Oyrpom B3AbIManiachk Moj KOCTIOMOM, CJIOBHO XOTesa
BBICKOUMTH HapyKy. [1a3a spko ropesnmu.

— Kunenna, munas, Thl cibllliaja pajioCTHYIO BeCTh? — C TPyJOM BbIOXHYN JIIOKyc, 60sich
nepeTy Ha Kpuk. — Kaxercsi, TBOM BO3MOONIEHHBI OpaT, STOT Mep3aBell B IAPCKOM OOIMYUM
OTMPABUJICS B MUP MHOW KOPMUTH IeMOHOB! [IepBBIil TOIBKO YTO COOOIIHIT MIMITEPATOPY O BO3MOX-
Ho# rudenn Ppocta B MapbsiBuHCKOM miemmiepe. Tereps myTh cBOOOAEH. MOKHO MPUHUMATHCS 32
CyHpasa, 1 B CKOPOM BpeMeHH TpoH Oynet Haml. Tl pajia?

Kunesia, criokoifHO pacuechIBaloIasi BOJIOCHI OKOJIO 3epKasia, Aaxe He 00epHYIach Ha JIMKYIO-
IIero MyX4rHy. BMecTo 3Toro oHa yKOpU3HEHHO OTBETHJIA!

— JItokyc, TOpOro#, Tel BpOJE He MOXO3K Ha IITyTIa. 3a4eM ke CBOMMYU KPUKaMH Thl Jaelllb 3HATh
O TBOEM OTHOIIIEHUU K KOPOJIIO0 KakJI0My B 3TOM 3aMKe? Thl XO4ellb OTHPaBUThCS B IIAPCTBO Beu-
HOCTH BcJie1 32 MouM Opartiiem? Eciii mpofo/KUIib B TOM Ke JyXe, TO, 00I0Ch, Tak 1 OyneT. Y oTia
Be3[Ie €CTh YIIIH, a ThI BefIellb ceOst MPoCTo Oe3paccynHo. MHe neyaibHO BUJIETh TaKyl0 HEOCMOTPH-
TEJIbHOCTb.

— IIpoctw, s cenmmn oOpaioBath TeOs U He TOTYMaT 00 3TOM, — CTaJI ONPaBIBIBAThCA JIIOKYC,
noHuas ronoc o menora. — Ho, Kunena, goporas, nepecranb, MoxaayHcTa, TyKaBUTh. YK s-TO
Te0s1 xoporo 3Ha. Kak Hukro apyroil. Thl Bezenb ce0si Tak IOTOMY, YTO yke 000 BCEM 3HAEIlb.
Wuave Obl Ha MOM CJIOBA Thl OTPEArnpoBajia COBEPILICHHO MO-IPYrOMY.

Kunemia oGepHynack K CBOEMy CEepIeYHOMY H30paHHMKY. M CIIOBHO B TOATBEPXKICHUM
noragku Jliokyca, ee ryObl pacIuIbUIMCh B JOBOJIBHOM YIIBIOKE:

— EcrectBenHo, Mol goporoit. § yxke Bce 3Halo.

— Ho otkyna? O6 3T0M cOOOITITN TOJBKO Ceiuac, B IPUEMHOM 3ajie? — 03a1a4eHHO TIPOTOBO-
put JIIoKyc, MOXo/si K MPUHIIECCE C3aid U OOHUMAsI ee 3a Tauio. — Thl CErofHs POCTO MpeKpacHa.

— Cnacu60, moOuMBIiA, — CHOBA YbIOHY/Iach KrHes1a, HO yke OT APYroro yIOBOJILCTBUS. — Y
MEeHsI TO)Ke €CTh CBOM YIIIM, O KOTOPBIX MMIIEpATop Jake He MOI03peBaeT.

— Iokaxemp X MHe, — TpOroBopu1 JIIOKyc, Liestys Melo KEHIIHHBL.

— Bcemy cBoe Bpemsi, — 3araJIoyHo OTBETHJIa MPUHIECCa, TPUHUMAs JTacKu JiiooumMoro. — Kak
OTpearnpoBaj MO OTell Ha MeYaJibHOE U3BecTHE?

— O! To1 661 BUgENA €ro JuIo. 1o HeonmcyeMo. OH 4yTh He TUIaKajl. 3aTeM pe3KO BCKOYMIT U
MpUKAa3aJl MOCTIeNTHO coOMpaTh Bokicka. Ceituac OH, HABepHOE, yKe Bhle3kaeT u3 3amKka. OH HajieeTcst
HaiTi PpocTa KUBBIM O] 3aBAJIOM.

— Koro u3 renepa’soB oH B3s1?

— IlpakTuvecku Bcex, TOIbKO ['puMyc ocTascs Al OXpaHbl KOPOJIEBBI U €Il HECKOJIBKO BO
BHEIIIHeW YacTy 3aMKa.

— A Tlepsnbiii 30ech?

— a. DtoT npoHsipa noscioay. [1oka oH xuB, HaM OyJET CI0KHO YOUTh UMIIEpaTopa.

— Huuero, Mbl 4TO-HUOYIH IPUIYMAEM.
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— M-m-M, 326611 ckazaTh. [Ipencrapisielnib, 3TOT YepHBIN KaMEHHBIN BOWH, BIakxapT, BUAUMO,
MOYyBCTBOBa, 4To ¢ Ppocrom ciyunsiocs HenagHoe. Eme no coobmenus [lepBoro, oH, HUKOTO He
MIOCTaBHB B U3BECTHOCTb, OTOBLT B HEU3BECTHOM HaripasiieHnd. BeposiTHo, BiskxapT otnpaBuiics Ha
ero MovcKu. Buaumo, y HUX ¢ TBOMM OpaToM Kakasi-To CBsi3b. C HUM TOke OyayT OOJIbIIIHe TPOOIeMBI.

Jliokyc nponomkar 1ackath rydamu meo KuHesutsl, Ho ocneHsis yke He pearupoBaja. Ycra-
BUBIIIKCh Ha CBOE OTPakeHHE B 3epKaJie, OHA O YeM-TO HAIpsKEHHO pasMbliiuisuia. O0 3ToM cBujie-
TEJIbCTBOBAJI €€ HaXMYPEHHBIH J100.

— YT0-TO HE TaK? — CIIPOCHJI MY’)KYMHA, OCTAHOBUBIIIKCD.

— Ectb ontHa MbICTIb, HO MHE HYKHA TBOSI IOMOIIIb, — 0O€PHYBIINCH, Iporopopuia Kunenna. —
ThI 5xe He OTKaxelb MHe?

— 41 TBOM BepHblii ciyra. Uto HykHO Jenars?

— Huuero ocoGenHoro, — ynapiOHynachk npuHiecca. — CerogHs BeuyepoM Thl JOJKEH HAWTU
PoreHa ¥ BHIUTH C HUM HAITUTOK, KOTOPBIH 51 CEYacC MPUTOTOBITIO, & 3aTeM I0J] KaKUM-HUOYIb TTpeI-
JIOTOM YBeCTH reHepasia ['pumyca ot qBepeii B MOKou AJIOU3HI.

keksk

AJon3a cujena Ha ocTes M B CBOEH OMOYMBAIIBHE, TOKAB 1071 ceOs1 Horu. ['opbKe clie3bl exe-
CEKYH/IHO Ma/Iajl1 U3 €€ MOKPACHEBILNX I71a3 Ha IOMSATOE IUIaThe ¥ KOHYMKHU PACTPENaHHBIX BOJIOC.
[NeyanbHOE M3BECTHE O BO3MOXKXHON KOHUMHE PpocTa OKOHYATENBHO TOOUJIO €€ TOIATHYBIIYIOCS
HEPBHYIO cucTeMy. XOTs Mocjie cMepTH JpHKa OHA U Jejiajla BUJI, YTO HEHABUIUT MYXka, HO B IIIy-
OVHEe AyIIH MOHMMAaJa, YTO KM3Hb O€3 HEero [UIsi Hee He MMeeT HUKAKoro cMmbicia. Ppoct, HecMoTps
Ha TPyOBIil HPaB U JKECTOKOCEPACUHYIO Ayily, rnomoouics Anouse. M mpuuuHa Toro Oblia BechbMma
OaHabHa. PpOoCT AEHCTBUTENHHO HUKOTAA He 0OMaHbIBaJI ee M Dprka. OH HUKOTJa IPH HUX He TpH-
TBOPSUICS, a ObUT BCErJa caMiM COOO¥: JIIOOSIIUM BEpHBIM MYkeM U oTiioM. U ceiiuac «Genasi» Kopo-
JeBa AJIakacTUM XkaJjena Toiabko 00 oqHoM. OHa He ycriena BeIpa3uTh CBOIO JII0OOBb. He ycrena cka-
3aTh 3aBETHBIE CJIOBA, KOTOpble PpocT MeuTan ycnslnath. M Tenepb OH yilesn Ha TOT CBET, CUMTast
ce0s1 TOKMHYTBIM BCEMH, JIaXe TOPSIO0 JIIOOUMON SKEHOM.

BHesarHO pbiganust OeqHOW KEHIMHBI TPEPBaIM HECKOIBKO CUJIbHBIX YIApOB B IBEPh. AJO-
132, HaKa3aBIas cooOmarh reaepaiy [ pumycy 000 Bcex U3BECTUSIX O MYKe, pe3KO BCKOUMIIA C KPo-
BaTU U MPUHSUIACH OBICTPO MPUBOIUTH ceOs1 B IOJKHBINA OpsiaoK. Ho oHa He ycrena 3Toro cuenarhb
— JIBEpb IIMPOKO pacraxHy’sach, U Ha nopore nosisuics Pore.

— AX, 310 BB Poren! — HeMHOTroO 00ecKypaxeHO BOCKJIMKHYIA Asion3a. — Bel MeHs Haryramu.
UYro-To crano usBectHo o Ppocre?

— Ja.

— Yro? He Tomute, noxainyiicra. {1 BeiHeCy J00yIO MpaBy.

— Koposnb ymep!

— Bro TouHo? Hanum ero teno? — ene Aepkach Ha HOrax W OJedHes, Mpou3Hechaa AJion3a
CJIA0EIOLIIM TOJIOCOM.

Poren yTBepaMTeNbHO KMBHYJ TOJIOBOM M INIATAIOUIEWCS MOXOIKOM BBAJIWJICS B KOMHATY.
CkBO3b NEJIEHY HAXJIBIHYBLIMX clle3 AJloM3a He 3aMeTUJIa STUX HEJIOBKUX JBWKEHUM, HO BEXKJIMBO
MIONPOCHJIA MY KUMHY YIAJIUTHCS, YTOOBI OCTAThCSI HAGJJMHE CO CBOUM T'OPEM.

— 3aueM xe MHE YXOIUTh? — 3arIeTaoIuMcs SI36IKOM mporoBopms PoreH. — Temepb Tebe
HYXEH HACTOSIINIA MYXHUK, U UM Oyay si.

AJon3a yquBJIEHHO HA HEro B3IJISIHYJIA U TOJBKO Cedvac 3aMeThsIa B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM ObLT
cuiay.

— Bbl ibsiHbI! YXOOUTE HEMEJIEHHO WM 51 TTIO30BY OXpaHy!

— Hemnoro! A oxpany, naBaii, 30Bu. TeOs1 Bce paBHO HUKTO He YcbImuT. He B 3TOT pas.

— I'enepan ['pumyc! — BeIkpuKHyna Anousa.
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BepHblii TeoXpaHuTes b KOPOJIEBbI, IOCTOSHHO JIEKYPHUBILHUI OKOJIO €€ ABEPH, He TIOSIBIIICS].

— I'enepan ['pumyc, Ha momors!

U cHoBa TuIMHA.

— IlepBeii, Tanana, KTO-HUOYIB! — 3aKpUYaIa KOPOJIEBa, MPETIyBCTBYs HEJOOpOE.

HukTto He or3biBasicss. Kopumop ObuT mycT, WM AJIOM3Y MPOCTO HE XOTEJH CIIBIIIATD.

— Bor Bunuiib, Mpasb. Mbl ¢ TOOO# 31€Ch BABOEM, U TETIEpb Thl MHE 32 BCE OTBETHIILIb, — [TPOTO-
Bopw1 PoreH u, marasich, HarpaBWICs K JKeHIIUHe. — V3-3a Tedst MpeK paTUIMCh HOUM YJOBOJIBCTBU,
MBI OOJIbIlIE HE CMOTPUM Ha OOHAXXEHHBIX TAHIIOBIIMII, HE YCTPauBaeM KPOBABBIX IpPE/ICTaBICHUI
U TIBIIIHBIX NHPOB. Bamemy BenuuecTBy, BuauTe JiM, Ha 9TO YHU3UTETBHO cMoTpeTh! Kak moxer
PeOEHOK KOPOJIEBbI BOCIIUTHIBATHCS B TAKMX YCIOBHSIX! DTO ke HM3KO ¥ rHycHO! Ho mouemy-To /10
TeOs1 TaK HUKTO He cuuTai. HaoOopot, Bce Obli nOBOMBHBL. A ®poct Tem Oonee. Ho mosiBuiiach
ThI CO CBOMM MaJICHBKMM YOJTIONKOM M BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCH B OIMH MUT. Bce pagu ogHOW paObiHY U ee
nutomia. Thl caenana usz @pocra TpANKY, a HAlLY )KU3Hb — CKYYHOU 1 TolIHOM. Ho cama Tl KpacuBasi
6aba 1 A1 codupach UCTIPOOOBATh TeOsI, BOMECTUTh BeCh yIiepd, KOTOPHIH Thl HAM MPUIMHUIIA.

— PoreH, noxanyiicra, onmoMHUTECh. BB MbsIHBI M BaM HYXHO BBICIIaThCSl. 3aBTpa BbI OyneTe
KaJIeTh O CONESIHHOM, — YMOJIsi1a Ajon3a, OTCTyNasi K KpOBaTH, pblaasi U TPACSACH OT CTpaxa.

I'poMuna cxBaTWI KEHIIMHY 32 BOJIOCHI U C CUJION HIBBIPHYJI HA MOCTEJIb.

— Hy uto xe To1?! [laBaii, pazaeBaiicsi! Celiuac Thl UCTIBITACIb HACTOSLIETO MYKUYMHY, — CKJIO-
HWICS] OH HaJl AJIOM30¥, MBITAsICh pa30pBaTh HA HEW OZIEKY.

Kopornesa, B cBOI0 ouepenp, He coOrpaiach Tak Jerko caaBarbes. OHa mpoOoBasia BHIPBATHCS
CHOBa M CHOBA, XJIeCTaJla HACWJIBHUKA TI0 IIeKaM, Iaparnaiach, Kycajaach, HO Bce ObUIO Oe3pe3yib-
TaTHO. be33aluTHON KEeHILMHE HE TAraThCsl C OTPOMHBIM CaMIIOM, 3HAIOIIMM YEro OH XOYeT.

B ouepenHoii MOTBITKE BHICKOJIB3HYTh, AJIOW3a OCTaBUIIA Ha ITIIEKe Hero/sis IBe IIIyOOKHe 1apa-
MIUHBI, U3 KOTOPBIX BBICTYNUJIA KPOBb.

— 51 Buxy, urpa Oyner Beceson, — yIbIOHY/ICS PoreH, cMOTpst HA OKpOBAaBJIEHHYIO JIJJOHb. —
JIi00:110 yIpsSIMBIX.

— ®poct Tebe 3TOro He MPOCTHT, MOAJIEl! — KPUKHY/IA AJIOM3a.

— ®pocra Honblie HET, Mpasb! Ternepsb s TBOM rocroanH! — B3peBes rpoMIIIa U, CXBAaTUB KEH-
IIMHY OIHOM PYKOM 3a ropJio, APYroil COpBall C Hee IjIaThe.

OTuasiHHBINA KPUK MPO3BYYaAs 1O BceMy 3aMKy. Ero Henb3st ObLIO HE yCIIBIIIATh, HO B TIOKOSIX
KOpOJIEBBI AJIAKACTUH BCE PAaBHO HUKTO HE MOSBUIICS. DTO ObUIO OYeHb CTpaHHoO. [1lepBhiii — r1a3a u
YIIM UMIIepaTopa — Haxoawics B 3aMke. OH JOMKeH ObUT YCTIBIIIATh KPUKU AJIOM3bI.

Poren, nmponomkas CKMMaTh TOpJIO JKEHIIUHBI, OBICTPO MPUCITYCTHII IITAHBI. XBaTKa TPOMMUJIbBI
OblJ1a HACTOJILKO CHJIBHOM, UTO AJIOM3a yKe He KpHJasa, a TOIBKO X puIiesia U3-T0j1 JIOKUBIIErocs Ha
Hee MykuuHbl. C1e3bl CHOBa 3aIoIHUIIM ee I71a3a. Kyna e ona nonasia? Kakoe e raes3no mep3octu
stot Porsan!

HeoxumaHHo Ubsi-TO CHIIbHASI pyKa OMyCTUJIAach Ha Iiedo PoreHa m otOpocuia ero K JIBepw,
CJIOBHO ITyIIIMHKY.

[HokupoBanHas Anonsa cMOTpesia Ha CBOEro CHACUTENs U HE MOIJIa IOBEPUTH IJ1azaM. ITOro
MPOCTO He MOTJIO ObITh! D10 ObLTO HeBO3MOXKHO! Tem He MeHee nepe; 0OHAKEHHOW JKEHIIMHON BO3-
BBIITIAJICS, CJIOBHO COIIEIIINN C Hebec 60T, 1eblii U HeBpeJuMblid PpocT.

— ®poct? ®poct? Dto u npaBaa Tei? MHe 310 He cHUTCA? — 3ayeneTana AJjlou3a U BAPYT,
BCKOUUB, OpoCcHIach B HaJleKHbIe OOBSITUSI MyKa, 3a0bIB OT PaJIOCTH O CBOECH HAaroTe.

— ®pocr, noporoi! Ter xuB! Kus! S 3Hana, 3Hana, 4YTo Thl MEHSI HE OCTAaBMIIIL! — roj0CHIIa
OHa, OOHUMAS U LIeNTysI MyXa.

— Hy 4t0 THI, 4TO THI, MOOUMAasi. YCIIOKOWHCS, — C TPYIOM CAEPKUBAI JIACKU 5KEHBI OIIeTIOMJICH-
HbIl Ppocr.

IMozagu pazpancs mopox. Koponb pe3ko oOepHyicss B CTOPOHY NMOTHMMAIOIIETOcsl ¢ ToJia
Porena u, 3ac/IOHUB *keHY CIIMHOM, MPUKa3al ei:
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— Mmnag, ogeHbcs.

Anonsa nobexana K mkady. VI IMEHHO B 5TOT MOMEHT CIIyYHJIOCh TO, YEr0 HUKTO HE MOT Obl
OXUAATD OT «OeJI0i» KOpoJieBbl AjakacTUr. BUIMMO, yCIIOBHsI, B KOTOPBIX OHA HAXOAMJIACh, BCE-TaKU
cJoMau ee ¥ noguuHum cede. JloOpoe ceple, KOTOPHIM OHa ycIiesia IPOCIABUThCS, 3aKPbUIOCh,
OCTaBHB MECTO Ha3peBIIe B JyIIIe 37100e.

— OH xoten MeHs1 U3HACKIIOBaTh! Yoei ero! — ckBo3b 3yObl Iiporieniia Aon3a, OeBascCh.

Poren mMeasieHHO MOHSIICS € TIOJIa M 3aMOTaJT TOJIOBOH, CJIOBHO MPOOYKIAsICh OTO CHA:

— Yo 310 6bUTO? [11E 517

3atem nocMoTpes B ctopony Ppocta 1 00oMIIen.

— Tot! ToI BboKUI! DTO XOpOIIIO.

— PaHo e Thl MeHs1 TOXOPOHMI!

— Ipyr, Tbl 0 4YeM? — HENOHUMAIOIIIE TTPOTOBOPHJI CHJIaY, MOTHPas YIIMOIEHHYIO TOJIOBY.

— Hpyr? — BockmkHY1 PpocT. — Jla Kak y TeOs A3bIK MOBEPHYJICSI TOBOPUTH O JAPYKOe mocie
TOT'0, YTO Thl XOTEJI CAeJaTh. Thl MBITAJICS U3HACKUIIOBATH MOIO KEHY !

— A — ynuBuncs Poren. — He mosxet ObiTh! §1 Ob1 HUKOTA ee He obuzen!..

HeosxumanHo 1o ero Teity mpodeskaia cyl1opora, a ToTOM MYKYMHA MTPUHSIT IPHYYUTUBYIO IS
YeJIoBeKa IMo3y: ero IIeYr 1 JIOKTH MOAHSUTNCH,  TOJI0Ba HA0OOPOT OIMYCTHJIACh HA TPY/b.

Ecmu 661 @poct XopoIio 3Haj Maruio, TO OH Obl TIOHsLI, YTO POreHOM KTO-TO MaHWITYJIPYeT.
Ho koposst HacTonbko 00ypeBajia sipocTh, YTO OH JAyMas TOJIbKO O HAKA3aHWM 3a TOMBITKY W3HACH-
JIOBAHUS €T0 JKECHBI.

I'pomuiia moHeccst Ha cBoero Jpyra. [locieHui CIOKOMHO CTOST M K JIAJT €r0 TPUOIMIKSHUS.

[TopaBusBimcs ¢ Ppocrom, Poren 3aHec nmpaBylo pyKy [Uisl yaapa, HO KOPOJIb OCTAHOBWII €€,
a 3aTeM BBIBEPHYII:

— Tel nepeonieHrBaeIIb CBOM CUJIEHKH.

— Ho kak?! — 3apeBesn ot 60mu rpomua. — 1 cuiibHee TeOs!

C10oBHO eJasi HOATBEPANUTH CBOM CJIOBA, OH 3aHEC 1S yiapa JIEBYIo pyKy, Ho Ppoct npoaenan
C HeHl TO e caMoe, 4To U ¢ IpaBoil. Beinen 3a 3TuM Koposib, MpoAoIkKas Aep:KaTh BIBEPHYThIE PYKU
cujiaya, yAapui HOTOM B €ro rpyab. PoreH 3akpuyai — ero pyku OKa3ajauch BIBUXHYTHI.

— Jliobumas? — MHOro3HauuTeIbHO NocMoTpen Ppoct Ha Anonsy. Ta TONBKO Mpe3puTenbHO
KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOM M OTBEPHYJIACh.

Ha nuue noenurtenss AjakacTuM paciuibliach JOBONbHAsA yiblOKa. Ero nefictBust omoOpsiet
KeHa. DTO 3aMevaTesIbHO.

Koponb ynapun Horoil 1o noakoseHHbIM Yamieykam PoreHa, 4em 3acTaBUB €ro ymacTh Ha
KOJIEHH. 3aTeM BBHITSHYJI B CTOPOHY PYKY. B Hell Kak 00bIYHO MOSIBUIIOCH €70 OpYKHe, HO 3TO He ObLT
BomeOHbId Med Ppocra. HOBBII KJIMHOK MPEACTaBIIsT OO0 MOI00Ke BHIKOBAHHOTO M3 MeTalja
ApaKoHa: PYKOSTBIO OBLJIO €ro TeNo, a Jie3BUeM — BhIITycKaeMoe MM TutaMsi. Koponb 3aHec rpo3Hoe
OpY’KU€ HaJl CTOSIIIIMM Ha KoJieHsIX PoreHom.

HeoxunaanHo Marusi, KOHTpOJIMpPOBaBILas CUIaya, Iponaja.

— Yto 310 OBUTO? ['11E A7 — YAMBICHHO BOCKIMKHYJ OH. — ®poct?! Yto TH genaenis?!

Kopornb, He ciymnias BOIUIM HUYEro HEMOHMMAIOILEr0 T'POMUIIbL, BOTKHYJI €MY B IOJIOBY CBOW
KJIMHOK. Tesio PoreHa MOMeHTaIbHO BOCIIAMEHUIIOCH, U YK€ Yepe3 CEKYHY OT HETrO OCTaJICS TOJIBKO
Tnernen.

B Ty ke cexyHay B KoMHaty Bietenau redepan ['pumyc u [lepBbiid.

— lNocnioxka, Bbl kKpryanu?! Yto ciayuniocs?! — rosocuiyv OHU B OJUH TOJI0C ¥ BAPYT BCTAJIH,
Kak BKonaHHble. — [ToBenurenn?!

®pocr He orBetmi1. Ero odypeBasia sipoctb. Ero xkeHa 3Bana Ha MoMOIIb aBHBIM-/IaBHO, & 3TH
TMO/IOHKY TIOSIBUJIMCH TOJIBKO ceiuac. Koposisi He uHTepecoBaso, moYeMy Tak CIy4rsioCch — OH XOTel
UX HaKazaTb.
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My>X4rHa ciena yrpoKaloyii [ar B MX CTOPOHY U B 3TOT MOMEHT CHOBA CITyYHJIOCh HENpe/I-
BUJICHHOE: TEJIO KOPOJIsl TOKPBUTH YEPHBIE IOCTIEXH, a TOJIOBY YKPACHJI poratsiil mieM. HoBast OpoHs
HUCKPUJIACh TEMHO-CHUHEN SHGPFI/IGI;'I, Ja TaK CHUJIbHO, YTO NPUCYTCTBYIOIIMM B KOMHATE ITPUIIIOCH
3aKMYPUTH IJ1a3a.

— I'ne BBI ObUTH, KOTTIA KprYasia Most skeHa?! — 3aopai PpocT 1 HapaBWIICS B CTOPOHY BOUHOB.

HewsBectHo, 4TO Cc1yumiock Obl Jajibllie, He BMelaics Asonsa.

— OcraBb HX, MOXKAJTyICTa, MUJIBIA, — JTJACKOBO OOpaTMiIach OHa K MYKY, BCTaB Nepe] HUM. —
Y6epu opykue, Thl ITyraelib MeHs.

Ee cnoBa noneicTBoBaIu, 1 KOPOJb MPUHSUT YeJIOBEeUeCK i 0OMuK. JleByIKa cpasy ke oOHsIa
€ro 1 IoLeJIoBaja, TEM CaMbIM JlaBasi IOHATh, YTO JJBYM BOMHAM 371€Ch HE MecTo. Te ToTyac ynanu-
JIUCh.

— 4 Tak cockyumnace, — npouienTaia Anonusa, OTCTPaHSSACh OT I'y0 Myka M IJIsIAS eMy B IJia3a. —
S nymana, Tel MEHsI TOKUHYJI HaBceraa. bosbliie HUKOrAa Tak He Aesai. Xopouio?

— Ha, mobumasi, — B3BOJIHOBAHHO OTBETHJI MY)KUMHA, PaysiCh TOMY, UTO JIEBYIIIKA €r0 BCe-TaK!
npoctiia. — Tenepsb st Bcerna Oyay ¢ Todoi. Oodermaio.

Koponesa nornaguia Koposis 1o 1ieke.

— Tot u3mennscs. Yto ¢ T060# Crydniocs?

®pocT HeecTeCTBEHHO YJBIOHYJICS, YTO OYeHb HE TOHPABUJIOCH AJloM3e, HO BHUAY OHa He
nojaa.

— D10 Bce Meu. Moii HOBbI Meu! Opyxue 60ros!

— Pacckaxenib?

— KoneuHo.

BoGneHHble, B3SBIIMCH 32 PYKH, TIPUCENN HA TUBaH, U KOPOJIb HAYAJ CBOIO HCTOPHIO:

«Korga Havancss o6Ban, Mbl C KpbUIaTOM TBAapblo MPOBAIMIMCH B HAXOAMBIIYIOCS PSIIOM
nemiepy. Tam, K MoeMy YIUBIICHHUIO, ObUIO OUeHb CBETI0. OT CTEH UCXOIUIIO HETIOHSITHOE JKEJITOE CHsI-
HHE, 2 HA KAMEHHOM TIOJTy JIEKaJIO OOJIBIIIOE KOJTMYECTBO YEIOBEYECKUX TPYNOB. OUeBUIHO, MOHCTP
ku1 TaMm. M Korga 3eMIIeKonbl HATKHYJIUCh Ha ero IOM, TO OH repeOwmt ux Beex. Jlionu MapbsiBuH-
CKOrI'0 MOCEJICHUA TMOIBbITAJIUCh 3aBAJIUTh IICHICPY, 9TOOBI OTrOpOIUTHLCA OT H€O)KI/IIIE].HH0171 HallacTtuy,
HO He ycrenu. UynoBwile BbUIETENIO HAPYKy U pa3MeTasio Bce BOKpyr. Kornma st mpoBanmuics B ero
o0uTesNb, MOHCTPY BCE-TAKM YIAJIOCh COPOCHTh MEHSI CO CIIMHBI. 3aTeM HAYaJllCh €r0 CTPEMHTENb-
Hble ataku. S oTOMBasics Kak Mor. Bckope mMost BoseOHast MaHTHSI TIOPBAJIach OT €ro KOIrTei, YTo
ObUIO OYeHb cTpaHHO. OTell co3nan ee it Moel 3amuThl. OHa BhIAEPXKUBAIA CHIIBHEHIIE YAaphl
Opykusi, a TyT noasesa. Ho KpaiiHeil cTeneHblo MOero u3ymyeHusi ObUIO TO, YTO KpbulaTasi TBapb
cymesia ciioMaTh MoM Med. YynoBHIlle BOCIIONb30BAJIOCh MOMM 3aMELIATEIbCTBOM U, HAHECS CUJIb-
HBIA yaap, oTopocuio MeHs B cteHy. [locnennss obpymwmiack. Ha MeHs noceimanuch kamau. OauH
U3 HUX, OYE€Hb KPYIHBIN, IPUIABIII MHE HOTY. §l y)Ke He MOT IOIHATBCS, HECMOTPS1 Ha BCE MOM yCH-
musi. Kpblnatast TBapb, yBUIeB Moe O€3BBIXOIHOE TMOJNIOKEHUE, TIepecTala JeTaTh U, BCTaB Ha HOTH,
HaIpaBWIach KO MHe. fl MOHMMaJI, YTO 3TO KOHEll, HO MOsI pyKa MHCTUHKTHBHO INapuiia CPeAn Kam-
Hell B MOMCKaX BO3MOKHOTO OPYKHSI MU HaTKHYJIACh Ha YTO-TO MeTaJuTueckoe. S ¢ cuioi pBaHy:
ero Ha ceOsl, 1 B MOEH pyKe OKa3aJCsi Me4, OT KOTOPOro M MCXOIWIIO Kkentoe cusiaue. OTKyga OH
TaM OKazaJcsl, 1 He 3HAI0, HO, BEPOSATHO, €r0 CISNIATM UM OYeHb MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIE Mar, WM CaMU
6oru. Kak TOJIBKO s1 Ckal HOBOE OpYKKe, MOM pPaHbl MOMEHTAJIBHO 32)KMJIH, & TEJIO MOKPhUIN YepHbIe
JOCTIEXH, TPUIABIINE MHE CBEPXbECTECTBEHHYIO CHUTY. fl MOAHSIICS C 3eMJIH, OTOPOCUB MPUIABUB-
IIMI MOIO HOT'Y KaMeHb, CJIOBHO MYIIUHKY, U CXBATUJI OHOM PyKOU MOHCTpa 3a ropsio. OH cTal napa-
aTh MeHs 1 OellleHO Maxarh KPbUIbSAAMU, IBITAACH BBIPBATBHCS, HO €I'0 KOI'TH OBLIH TEICPb MHE HUIIO-
yeM. Kpome Toro, emy naxe He yaaBajaoch MOAHATh MeHs B Bo3ayx. [Ipocto ynusurtensHo! 3atem s
MPOTKHYJI MeYOM uyzoBuiiie. OHO MOMEHTAJILHO BOCIIJIAMEHMIJIOCH M MICYE3JI0, OCTaBUB TIOC/e celst
Kyuky neria. Ho Ha sToM uyzeca He 3aKOHUMIUCh. Moe clioMaHHOE OpyXkue MOAHSIOCh B BO3IYX
Y CIMJIOCh BOEJMHO C HOBBIM Me4oM. M Ternepb s MOTy MpU3bIBaTh HE TOJIBKO €ro, HO M JOCIIEXH,
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KOTOpbIE Ky/Ia MPOYHEe MOEW CTapOl MaHTUH, KOTOpasi, KCTaTH, TOKEe BOCCTAHOBHJIACH, KAK ThI CEHi-
Yyac BUJIUIIb, TIOOMMasi. A Ha MecTe, Te TopJaa MeY, 51 Halle]a HeOObIION TYHHe b, BEIYIMA Ha
BEpIIMHY TOpbI, B KOTOPOH Haxoouiaach MapbsiBUHCKasl remepa. 3a0aBHO, HO Y MEHS CJIOKHIOCH
BIIEUATIICHUE, YTO OpYKHe yrnajio ¢ HeOa, MpoesaaB Mpy 3TOM JUIMHHBIA IPOXO, TI0 KOTOPOMY s U
BBIOpAJICS».

AJor3a NoJIOKMIIA CBOIO TOJIOBY Ha TUIEUO MYyKa U TIPOrOBOpHUJIA:

— 4 Tak pana, 4o Tl xkuB. Korga MHe cooOImm o TBOei BOZMOXHOM TMOey, 51 BAPYT MOHSLIA,
YTO Thl MHE JIOPOT TaK ke, Kak Obu1 jopor Dpuk. A moomo 1edss, Ppoct. JTioomo 6e3ymHo. [Ipoctw,
4TO 51 ocKopOMIa Te0s1 Torma. 1 coxkane 00 3Tom.

— He usBunsiics. 4 Toxe Te0s 6e3yMHO JIIOOITIO.

OH nomnbITasics MOIEIOBaTh KeHY, HO OHA HEOXKUJAHHO BCKPUKHYJIA M CXBATUJIACH 32 KHUBOT.

— Munas, uto ¢ To6oi? Ilepssrit! — 3akpuyan Ppoct B MaHUKe.

— Vitu! — cypoBo npukazaa «Oeas» KopoJieBa MOMEHTATBHO MOSIBUBIIIEMYCS JIETPUHY.

IMocnennuii Tak ¥ caemnan.

— 310 ceituac npoiiner. He Gecriokoiics.

— Tet 60onpHA? A MOTIPOIITY OTIIA OCMOTPETH TeOsI, — He YHUMAJICS MYK.

— Tonpko He umneparopy! — ucmyranach aeBymka. — Capimmib, @poct! Obemail MHe, 4TO
HUYEro He CKaxelb cBoeMy oTiry! Obermaii!

— Xoporuo, xopomio. Ho uto ciayuniocs?

— CIiy4nsioch HEUTO MpeKpacHoe, — mpodopMoTasia Aonsa, yabloasch. — MasleHbKuil y Hac

Oyzer.

Koposnb n3ymieHHo ycTaBuyICs Ha JKeHY, a 3aTeM, KPerKo ee OOHSB, PUHSIICS CTPACTHO LeJo-
BaTh.

— IMonoxmu! — KoposeBa pe3ko OTCTPaHIIIACh. — §1 XOUy MOMPOCUTH TeOs1 00 OTHOM BEIIH.

— Bce, 4TO YyrogHo, — MporoBOpuIl MyK4rHa, NBITASCh CHOBA OOHSTH JKEHY, HO OHA HE MO3BO-
JWJIA.

— ®pocr, 5 He 11yuy!

— YTO THI XOUElIb? — CEPHEZHO CIPOCUIT KOPOJIb.

— Hoporoi, niepen oThe310M B MapbsiIBUHCKOE TOCENeHUe 51 Mpeaynpexaana teds, 4ro 3a
BpeMsi TBOETO OTCYTCTBHSI CO MHOM CITyYHTCs UTO-HUOYAB Tuoxoe. K coxanienuio, st okazaiach pasa.
Ecnu 6bl Tl He Mof10CIeNT BOBPEMSI, TO CO MHOM Obl IPOM30IIIO HEYTO ykacHoe. 1 310 mpu ToM, 4To
reHepaj ['puMyc JOKeH KPYIJIOCYTOYHO OXPAHSATH IBEPU B MOU TTOKOMU.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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