WALSH
GEORGE E.

MAKING A FERRNIS CCOIEEEE



George Walsh
Making a Tennis Court

http://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=34282656
Making a Tennis Court:



Conep:kanue

INTRODUCTION
Making a Tennis Court
LOCATION
KINDS OF COURTS
Koner| 03HaKOMHUTETBHOTO (PparMeHTa.

[ —
WD B~ O O O



George E. Walsh
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IT is the intention of the publishers to make this series of
little volumes, of which Making a Tennis Court is one, a complete
library of authoritative and well illustrated handbooks dealing
with the activities of the home-maker and amateur gardener.
Text, pictures and diagrams will, in each respective book, aim to
make perfectly clear the possibility of having, and the means of
having, some of the more important features of a modern country
or suburban home. Among the titles already issued or planned
for early publication are the following: Making a Rose Garden;
Making a Lawn; Making a Garden to Bloom This Year; Making a
Fireplace; Making Paths and Driveways; Making a Poultry House;
Making a Garden with Hotbed and Coldframe; Making Built-in
Bookcases, Shelves and Seats; Making a Rock Garden; Making a
Water Garden; Making a Perennial Border; Making the Grounds
Attractive with Shrubbery; Making a Naturalized Bulb Garden;
with others to be announced later.



There is a great advantage, along the line of appearances, to be
had by making the court an integral part of the whole landscape
scheme



INTRODUCTION

ALTHOUGH the game of lawn tennis as played to-day dates
back only some forty to forty-five years, it is in reality one of
the oldest of all existing ball games. The origin of the game
is involved in considerable obscurity, but it has numberless
historical associations which make it of peculiar interest.

Tennis was mentioned in the Arthurian romances, and it was
quite extensively played in Europe in the Middle Ages. It was
played upon open courts in the parks or ditches of the feudal
castles of France and Italy. It was called, in Italy, giuoco della
palla; in Germany, Ballspiel; in France, jeu de paume; and in
Spain, jugar al able.

The French borrowed it from the Italians, and the modern
word "tennis" was derived from the French exclamation of
Tenez! that was employed in serving the ball. It was a game of
kings and nobles. Originally a cork ball was used, and this was
struck with the palm of the hand. A bank of earth was used
instead of a net. The first appearance of the racket is uncertain,
but in the time of Henry VII the hand sometimes met the racket
on the royal courts of Windsor.

Major Walter C. Wingfield, of the British army, practically
modernized and popularized tennis. He patented his game in
1874. It was played on a court 60 x 30 feet, shaped very much
like an hour-glass. In this early game of tennis, the net was 7



feet high at the ends, but sagged gradually toward the center to
a height of 4 feet 8 inches.

The Marylebone Cricket Club, of Lord's, formulated the first
official laws and rules for governing the game in 1875, and the
official name of "lawn tennis" was then first adopted. This club
set the official length of the court at 78 feet. The width of the
court was 30 feet at the base-lines and 24 feet at the nets, which
showed that the hour-glass formation was still adhered to. The
net itself was 4 feet high in the center and 5 feet at the posts.

From that time to the present, changes have been gradually
made, both in the rules and the formation of the courts. The net
was gradually lowered and made uniform throughout its length,
and the old hour-glass formation was abandoned.

Lawn tennis was brought into this country the same year
it appeared in England, 1874. The first court was laid out
at Nahant, near Boston, on private grounds, and others soon
appeared at Newport, Staten Island, and near Philadelphia. The
game grew rapidly in popularity until tens of thousands of
people, young and old, were following it as one of the most
fascinating of outdoor recreations.

To-day it is one of the most popular of our outdoor games
for both sexes, and it has retained its hold upon the public for
a good many years in spite of the introduction of other games
and the craze for novelties. Tennis gives just the right amount of
exhilarating exercise in the open air that one seems to need, and
there are hundreds of thousands of devotees of the game who



play it regularly throughout the season.

But the possibilities of making the tennis court a great social
adjunct to the country place are not always fully appreciated by
those who follow the game. Primarily the courts are laid out
for practical use, but this should not interfere with their artistic
development to make them attractive features of the garden. If
one has the land sufficient for a tennis court, it should be utilized
with the idea of making it a pleasant place for quiet rest and
recreation on warm days.



Making a Tennis Court

LOCATION

THE site for the tennis court should have a perfectly
unobstructed space of not less than 60 by 120 feet, and
its location should be as conveniently near the house as the
topography and landscape architecture will permit. The game is
one that is best played in summer in semi-négligée attire, and
if the courts are within a reasonable distance of the house there
will be no necessity for lockers and dressing rooms. If possible
a broad terrace should come between the court and the house,
or, if it can be connected with the garden by a broad walk, so
much the better. If the country residence is perched on the top
or side of a hill, it may be necessary to make the court some
distance away on account of the lack of sufficient level area. The
architectural features of the house and grounds should in every
instance be carefully considered in designing tennis courts, and
if the latter are made to harmonize with the former the result is
very pleasing to the eye.

The court should be constructed on a site where there is
always plenty of sunlight, but there should never be any very
light background. A light stucco house, for instance, or an Italian
terrace of marble, would make the worst possible backgrounds



for a court if located very near it. A light background confuses
the players and often makes it impossible for the eyes to follow
the ball.

It is a mistake to have a background of foliage for the ends of
the courts if it can be avoided. Clear sky as a background makes
the balls more readily seen

The site of the court should be, so far as possible, level and
with natural drainage, but if these conditions are not present they
may be obtained by careful grading and artificial drainage. They
increase the cost of building the court considerably, and it may
therefore be a question of abandoning an otherwise ideal site for
another which is more level and better drained. A court should
never be located in a hollow where the surrounding land slopes
from all directions toward it. No amount of artificial drainage
could keep such a spot dry. A series of grass terraces leading
down to the court need not interfere with its construction if the
land slopes away from the court in other directions. A blind ditch



or drain can be built at the bottom of the last terrace so that
surplus water will be carried away from the court.

The site should be selected also according to the nature of
the soil, other things being equal. A rocky foundation means a
good deal of expense in blasting and hauling of material for the
foundation. A very thick clay soil that holds the water a long time
1s equally unsuited for the court, and the expense of construction
is increased by hauling this away and replacing it with a more
porous dressing. A natural, fairly sandy soil that is well drained
is the ideal for the court, and when this is present the cost of
construction will be comparatively light.

But usually the site has to be selected without much regard
to the natural soil conditions. If the site is satisfactory in other
particulars it is probably more economical in the end to choose it
and then attend to the drainage question later. No court will ever
amount to much unless it is well drained and well constructed,
and these are points that will be considered in detail later. The
chief considerations in selecting a site for a court are, therefore,
space, light, and drainage.

A fact not always appreciated by amateurs in laying out tennis
courts is that by laying the courts due north and south, the
disadvantage of playing with the sun in the eyes is avoided. When
laid east and west one player must always face the sun, which, of
course, is a handicap. If the court is laid north and south the sun
is never in the way either morning or afternoon.

The tennis court should not be inclosed by trees on all sides.



That is a mistake commonly made. The trees should be planted
only on the west side of the courts, and not on the north and
south side. The foliage of the trees hampers the players in seeing
the ball, especially towards night. The ball stands out more
clearly against a background of blue sky than a background of
green foliage. The trees on the west furnish shade without thus
interfering with the players.

If trees crowd too closely to the court they make the surface
damp, and in wet weather it may be impossible to play for days
at a time. If the court is free from shade on the east side, the
morning sun will dry up the surface after a rain, so that playing
can be resumed in the afternoon.

All of these points in laying out a tennis court may seem
simple and plain to any one when consideration is given to them,
but failure to observe them often causes an endless amount of
annoyance. For instance, one of the best tennis clubs in the
country had its courts laid out running east and west, and the
difficulty of playing with the sun in the eyes caused so much
trouble that the courts had to be rebuilt. There was no reason,
except oversight, why they were laid out wrongly in the first
place.

Another club which had its grass courts laid out with a dense
growth of trees a few yards back from the courts, on the east side,
finally came to the conclusion that they either had to rearrange
the courts or chop down some of the trees. The morning shade of
the trees kept the courts from drying up quickly so often that the



players became disgusted. Beautiful mornings would dawn after
a rainstorm, and the players would anticipate fine afternoons of
tennis; but the courts were too wet until very late in the day.

Like everything else, there is a right and wrong way of laying
out courts, and if one is doing it as a permanent fixture of the
grounds a little care and attention to these details will add a
hundred per cent. to the value and increase the comfort of players
and spectators.



KINDS OF COURTS

TENNIS can be played on almost any smooth, even surface,
either indoors or outdoors, and the question of securing in the
best way the most desirable surface for the courts is one that
has attracted a good deal of expert attention. While a lawn is
considered the ideal place for playing the game on home courts,
tennis clubs and associations have more generally adopted the
clay or dirt court. One reason for this is that the surface is not
so easily scarred by the feet of the players, and its maintenance
in perfect condition is easier where its use 1s almost continuous
throughout the season.
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