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The Duke of Buckingham
Memoirs of the Court and Cabinets

of George the Third / From the
Original Family Documents, Volume 2

 
1788

 
 

(CONTINUED.)
 

THE KING'S ILLNESS – CONDUCT OF THURLOW – PLANS OF MINISTERS
– DISCUSSIONS IN PARLIAMENT – IRISH VIEW OF THE REGENCY QUESTION –
PROCEEDINGS OF THE PRINCE'S PARTY – THE RATS IN BOTH HOUSES.

The fluctuations of the daily accounts from Windsor, and afterwards from Kew, to which
place the King was ultimately removed at the instance of the Prince of Wales, and the effect they
produced upon the public and the Opposition, greatly increased the difficulties of the Government
in this unprecedented emergency. So long as there was the faintest hope of His Majesty's recovery,
Mr. Pitt was enabled to avert extremities between the Administration and the Prince of Wales, by
repeated adjournments of Parliament. The interest, therefore, which attached to the slightest items
of intelligence contained in these letters may be easily understood. All other subjects were of inferior
consideration. Even the serious inconvenience occasioned to the public service by the suspension of
business in Parliament was forgotten in the one absorbing topic.

The uncertainty that hung over the issue, the responsibility that attended the treatment of the
case, and the extreme caution observed by the physicians in the opinions they were called upon to
pronounce, kept all classes of the people in a state of constant agitation. The Prince and his supporters
availed themselves of these circumstances to strengthen their party in Parliament and out of doors.
The passions of the inexperienced, and the hopes of the discontented, are always on the side of youth
and excitement; and every vicissitude in the condition of the King that diminished the prospect of
his recovery, augmented the ranks of the Opposition, which now became familiarly known as "the
Prince of Wales's Opposition." Mr. Pitt acted throughout with the utmost reserve. Deeply impressed
by the complicated hazards of the situation, he carefully avoided all allusions to his ulterior intentions
in his intercourse with the Prince of Wales, which was strictly formal and official, and confined to
such communications as were unavoidable in his position.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 15th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I enclose you the note, which I received from Pitt last night on his return

from Windsor. I have seen him this morning; and understand that Warren said one
thing which is still more favourable. He told him that a more rapid amendment
would, in his opinion, have been a less pleasing symptom; and I find, from Pitt, that
on conversing both with Sir G. Baker and Reynolds, he found them rather more
sanguine, upon the whole, than Warren, but agreeing with him in his general account.
What I have learnt this morning seems to confirm the pleasing hope which I cannot
help indulging, from all these circumstances, though, God knows, it is still exposed to
much doubt and hazard. The public account, which has been uniformly less flattering
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than the private letters from Windsor, states that he has had six hours' sleep, and
that he is a little better this morning. All the other accounts say that he is certainly
getting better.

Pitt saw the Prince of Wales yesterday, for the purpose of notifying to him
the step which the Council had taken, of ordering prayers, and of acquainting him
that he had written circular letters to all the Members of the House of Commons,
stating the probability of Parliament having to meet on Thursday; and that he meant
then to propose to adjourn.

Prince of Wales received the communication with civility, and told him he
was persuaded no opposition could be made to this. It is, I think, plain, from Pitt's
account of his general behaviour, and from what one hears, that my conjecture is
right, and that he will dismiss Pitt without hesitation.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 17th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
The accounts for the last two days have been, I think, rather less favourable

than that of Saturday, which I sent you. You can, however, hardly conceive the
difficulty which we have, even at this small distance, to procure such information as
can be in any degree depended on. All the private accounts are so strongly tinctured
by the wishes of those who send them, that no reliance can be placed upon them;
and the private letters of the physicians are frequently inconsistent with each other,
and even with the public account which they send to St. James's. In general, that
account has been uniformly found to be the least favourable; and seems as if it
was drawn for the purpose of discouraging the hopes which their own letters and
conversation excite. The letters which they read to Pitt, though frequently varying in
their general tenor from the public account, are not at all more detailed than that is,
and take no sort of notice of the most material circumstances. I imagine all this is to
be imputed to a difference of opinion which is supposed to prevail amongst them, it
being believed that Warren is strongly inclined to think the disorder permanent, and
that Reynolds is sanguine in the contrary opinion. Pitt is gone down again to Windsor
to-day; but will hardly be back again time enough for me to insert his account in this
letter. The public account of to-day says, I understand, that the King has had much
quiet and composed sleep, but is nearly the same as before. The sleep, I am told, is
generally considered as a favourable symptom.

Under these circumstances, there can, I think, be no doubt that the two Houses
will adjourn on Thursday, without opposition.

Everything remains as before. I think you clearly have done right in stopping
Corry, it being so much our interest to prevent, and not to promote, negotiation.
I think, on more reflexion, that the idea of refusing the power of dissolving is
impracticable, and may be turned against us in the end; the other limitations will,
I believe, be proposed; and that alone will be sufficient to put all negotiation out
of the question.

Fox is expected in three or four days; but it seems impossible that he should
be here so soon.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
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MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 18th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I do not find from Pitt that he learnt anything very particular yesterday in

addition to what you already know. The King continues much quieter, but still
deranged in his intellects and conversation. The fever has not yet entirely left him.
The physicians seem very unwilling to say anything with respect to his situation,
and declare that it must still be eight or ten days before they can pronounce at all
decisively as to the nature of his disorder.

You seem, in your letter, to conceive the point of his recovery to be much more
desperate than I understand it to be thought even after a derangement of months, or
even years. There hardly passes a day in which one does not hear of cases of that
sort, and we are now told that a disorder of this sort has appeared in several instances
in Devonshire in the course of this autumn, where the patient has been in this way
for six weeks together, and has then entirely recovered.

I have no other news.
Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 20th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I went down yesterday to Windsor, as a matter of form, to inquire after the

King's health. Having nothing very material to write to you in the morning, I thought
it best to take the chance of being back early enough to write before the post went
out. This, however, I found impossible, on account of the different people whom I
met at Windsor, and with whom I was naturally anxious to converse.

The account, as far as relates to the King's actual situation for these two or
three last days, is much less favourable than it has been. The disorder of his intellects
has continued almost, if not entirely, without intermission for the whole of that time.
He talks incessantly for many hours together, and without any appearance of sense or
reason, sometimes knowing the persons who are about him, at other times mistaking
them, or fancying himself employed in different occupations, such as taking notes
on books, or giving different orders. He has appeared several times to have that sort
of consciousness of his situation which lunatics are observed to possess, and to use
the same sort of methods for concealing it. All this constitutes the gloomy side of
the picture; and Warren is so much impressed with this, that he told Pitt there was
now every reason to believe that the disorder was no other than direct lunacy.

On the other hand, I understand that he, as well as the other physicians, are
now agreed as to the cause of the disorder. You may remember that, at the beginning
of this unhappy situation, I mentioned to you that an idea had been entertained of
its proceeding from some local cause, such as water on the brain, or some change
in the texture of the brain itself, by induration or ossification. Warren has decidedly
said, that he is satisfied this is entirely out of the question; this he told Pitt in express
terms. The cause to which they all agree to ascribe it, is the force of a humour which
was beginning to show itself in the legs, when the King's imprudence drove it from
thence into the bowels; and the medicines which they were then obliged to use for
the preservation of his life, have repelled it upon the brain. The consequence of
this opinion is so plain, that there certainly requires no professional skill to know
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that his recovery must depend upon this single circumstance, whether there is, or
is not strength enough in his constitution to throw off this humour by any other
channel. The physicians are now endeavouring, by warm baths, and by great warmth
of covering, to bring it down again into the legs, which nature had originally pointed
out as the best mode of discharge.

I was mentioning these circumstances yesterday to a person who lives in
intimacy with John Hunter, the anatomist. He told me that they had been all stated to
him three days ago, by Hunter, who had collected them from the different inquiries
he had made. Hunter added, that we must still expect for some days, and perhaps
even weeks, to hear of no decisive alteration, but possibly of some occasional
variation from day to day; that at the end of this it would probably come to some
sort of crisis, by which it would appear whether there was strength enough in the
constitution to prevail over the disease; that all he had heard of the manner of the
King's life, did unquestionably make him an unfavourable subject for such a struggle,
but that if it was the case of any common man, he should have no hesitation in
pronouncing even now that it would be very bad luck indeed if he did not recover,
and that the chances were nine to one in his favour. You will easily suppose that
this was said under the seal of confidence, and that a professional man would not
choose to have his name quoted in a case of so much importance in which he is
not employed, and in which his opinions may be either founded at present on false
information, or may be defeated by the mode of treatment adopted by those who
are called in. I have, therefore, mentioned this only to you, though possibly you may
hear it from other channels. On such authority, one certainly may be allowed to
indulge some degree of hope. I am, however, far from letting this expectation take
possession of my mind, but, on the contrary, have prepared myself for the worst,
and can with truth say that I have made up my mind to meet it with cheerfulness,
and to accommodate myself as a reasonable man ought to do to my situation.

You will particularly see that this consideration had no effect on my judgment,
and that I feel as you do. On the question of a coalition, no offers have as yet been
made. The language of Opposition inclines one to think that their idea is to that,
but the conduct of the Prince of Wales marks a desire of avoiding Pitt. I believe
he has had no communication with the Duke of Portland, or with any of them,
except Sheridan and Lord Loughborough; the latter is supposed to be much in his
confidence. Pitt has opened his plan of Regency to Thurlow and Lord Weymouth,
and they both approved it; he is to lay it before the Prince of Wales in a few days,
and will then make it public.

Whatever is done, I have no conception that it can be brought to a point so as
to enable you to form any decisive judgment with respect to your situation so early
as the beginning of next month. We are now at the 19th. Pitt means to-day to move
an adjournment to this day sevennight, and a call of the House for this day fortnight.
It is doubtful whether the business will even then be brought on, and the intervening
adjournment is made with the view of enabling Pitt to put off the call to a more
distant day if the King's situation should be thought to render that a proper step.

Bernard is now out of town, but I understood from him that your house in Pall
Mall was let to the Duke of Gordon for another year, to commence from Christmas.

I am just returned from the House, where Pitt moved the adjournment for the
whole fortnight (in consequence of an opinion of the Chancellor's), and a call at the
end of that term. Not a word was said by any other person, and he himself barely
stated that the continuance of the King's illness had prevented the prorogation, and
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that the same circumstance made it desirable to have the public attendance when
the House met again.

The public account of to-day is that he has passed a less disturbed night, but
that the fever continues.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 20th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
The accounts which Pitt received last night are more favourable than any

which have yet been sent. They stated particularly, that during the whole course
of yesterday the King was more composed, and with less incoherency in his
conversation, than he has been at any period during the last fortnight. The opinion
which I mentioned to you yesterday prevents my being very sanguine with respect to
the uniform continuance of these symptoms; but it is certainly no light confirmation
of that opinion to observe this sort of fluctuation; and it is a pleasant circumstance
to find that this abatement of his disorder has followed so immediately on the
application of fomentations to the legs.

Since I wrote the above, the accounts of this morning have been received. I
enclose the public note, which admits that there is some remission of the fever, by
which word they describe the delirium. The letter sent to Pitt only states that the
King is less well than he was during most part of yesterday. I do not learn that there
is yet any appearance of swelling or eruption on the legs. On the whole, though the
account of this morning is certainly less encouraging, I think the two taken together
by no means diminish the hopes which I trust there is reason to entertain.

It is become very difficult to get at the real truth; for since there has been
an appearance of amendment, Opposition have been taking inconceivable pains
to spread the idea that his disorder is incurable. Nothing can exceed Warren's
indiscretion on this subject.

You will probably have heard from other quarters how favourable the
appearance of yesterday, and the reception of Pitt's speech, were. There seems to
be just such a spirit and zeal gone forth among his friends as one would most desire;
and whatever is now the event of this anxious moment, I am persuaded you will see
him increase from it in point of character, and lose little in point of strength. What
passed yesterday, and the tone of our friends, are much beyond the expectations
which I had formed.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 22nd, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I went this morning to Nepean, to speak about sending you the official

accounts of the King's health. He assured me that he had regularly done so for the
last week, and that he would continue it. He sends a messenger to-morrow, so that
this letter will be very short.

You will receive the St. James's account of this day from Nepean. I have not
yet seen it, but am assured that all the private accounts are favourable. So are, as
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far as I can learn, the declared opinions of every medical man except those who are
employed: and of those, Warren only speaks unfavourably. The rest say nothing.

The indecency of any language held on your side of the water cannot exceed
that of the universal tone of Opposition within these last four or five days. So long
as they considered the case as desperate, they were affecting a prodigious concern
and reverence for the King's unhappy situation. Now that people entertain hopes of
his recovery, they are using the utmost industry to combat this idea – circulating all
the particulars of everything which he does or says under his present circumstances,
and adding the most outrageous falsehoods.

I think I can say with confidence, that no enmity against an individual, much
less against a person in such a rank as his, could induce me to retail the different
acts of frenzy which he may commit in a state of delirium or insanity.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
Don't use your new cypher, for I doubt whether mine is not rendered useless.

I will write to you about it to-morrow.
P.S. – The cypher will be better set by the last letter of the word en clair,

immediately preceding the cyphered part of the letter. I will use it in that manner
when I write.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 23rd, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I 1 write this by Lord Sydney's messenger, but with such an aching head that

it is impossible for me to enter into much detail. Pitt was at Windsor yesterday, and
by his account, which he collected from the persons who immediately attend the
King's person, there can be no doubt of the King's being much better, and more
composed than he has been since his illness began. At the same time, the accounts
of the physicians are gloomy, and with less hope than they have before expressed.
It is very difficult to reconcile these contradictions. Rennel Hawkins, the surgeon
who has attended him during the whole illness, and sits up with him every other
night, has written a letter to Sir Clifton Wintringham, which the latter has shown
about London, in which the King's recovery is mentioned as a thing certain, and
likely to take place, sooner than people in general expect. On these data you can
judge as well as we can here. I confess myself to be sanguine in my hopes of his
recovery. In the meantime, no pains are spared to circulate all sorts of lies, in order
to depress people's spirits on this subject; and the support which is given to these
gloomy ideas by the language and conduct of the physicians does certainly produce
a considerable effect.

Think of the Prince of Wales introducing Lord Lothian into the King's room
when it was darkened, in order that he might hear his ravings at the time that they
were at the worst. Do not let this fact come from you; it begins to be pretty well
known here, and no doubt will find its way to Ireland; but it is important that we
should not seem to spread the knowledge of anything which can injure His Royal
Highness's character in public opinion.

I think the best thing that can be done in Ireland is to let your Parliament
meet at its prorogation; and that you should then communicate to them the King's

1 The letter thus written in italics is the key to a new cypher in which these communications were carried on.
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situation, and the measures taken in England. A similar proceeding might then be
adopted in Ireland, and your commission then revoked in the usual form by the
Regent, which I should think far preferable to any contrivances of Justices, &c. Long
before all this can be necessary, things will have begun to take some more decided
turn than in the present moment, when hopes and fears make the opinions of people
fluctuate from day to day.

Unless we are clearly satisfied (which is far from being the case now), that
the King is not mending fast, we shall certainly propose another adjournment on the
4th. This will perhaps be opposed, but if it is, we shall clearly have the opinion of
people in general with us on that point.

It is quite impossible for me to enter into the other discussions in your letter,
important as they are, for it is with difficulty that I write this desultory stuff.

There seems to be a notion among Lord North's friends that he is preparing
to take a more moderate line, and more inclining to the King than Fox's people. I
suppose he has a mind to make a parade of gratitude. He has not five votes in this
Parliament, and yet any appearance of difference of opinion might assist us.

If I am better to-morrow, I think of going to Stanlake for a few days. I shall
have the Windsor news as soon there as in town, and will write to you from thence.

Ever yours,
W. W. G.
Your cypher is, as I feared, spoilt by the unequal extension of the paper in

pasting. In future, in using the old cypher, I will use ou instead of out, and er, es, and
or, in the three places that are now occupied by word, blank, and ends. The cypher
may be set by the first letter, which is written en clair, as I in this letter.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 24th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
The same contradiction still prevails between all the private accounts, even

those of the physicians themselves, and the public information which they give
either to Ministers or to the country. At the same time, the medical people seem so
confident in their declarations of his not being better, that it cannot but shake the
trust which one should otherwise place in the accounts of his improvement.

My head is by no means better to-day, so that you must excuse the shortness
of this.

Ever yours,
W. W. G.

LORD BULKELEY TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Baronhill, Nov. 25th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
When I left London last Saturday, the accounts were not arrived of the state

of the King's health. He was much better on the Friday morning, but relapsed in
the evening. I am afraid it is a very hopeless case, though much time ought to
elapse before anybody ventured to pronounce for a certainty; and the physicians,
who have been so warped by party, or by an anxiety to pay their court to the Prince,
as to venture to do so, certainly deserve the severest reprehension. The meeting of
Parliament was much the fullest, in both Houses, I ever saw; and in the House of
Peers, the greatest decency I ever witnessed, considering the hopes and fears of each
party. There were but seven Bishops (among whom Chester was one) present, which
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is a proof that crows soon smell powder. I took the opportunity of coming down
here to settle my private affairs, which my sudden departure had left unsettled, your
brother William having promised to send for me in case there is no appearance of the
King's recovering before the 4th of December, in which case another adjournment
would certainly take place, or in case Government should not contest the Prince's
becoming Regent without a Council. It will be with great unwillingness I shall return,
as I wish to remain here till the beginning of February; but if I find we are all
expected to stand to our guns, and that our generals are ready to fight a battle
without a compromise, I shall leave my dear Baronhill, and all my comforts, for all
pleasures of war's alarms: marching and countermarching in the House of Lords,
drums beating, and colours flying, &c. I supped at White's the night before I left
town, where Pitt was in high spirits, and Selwyn uncommonly ridiculous; in general,
our friends seem to await the approaching storm with the greatest sang-froid and
philosophy: the longest faces I saw were Lord Hawkesbury's, Lord Sydney's, and
Sir George Yonge's. I heard for certain that the Chancellor, who was suspected
of being rattically inclined, was firm as a rock, and that the whole Cabinet were
determined to die together. Fox was either not found, or averse to returning, although
the Opposition were looking out for him as the Jews look out for their Messiah.
Je crois qu'il boude un peu. Sheridan and Lord Loughborough are those who more
immediately correspond with the Prince, with which, I believe, the old Rockinghams
were much dissatisfied; in short, there is every reason to think there is a division
among them, which, however, a sense of common interest and common danger may
rectify before the day of trial. Your sister Williams, and Sir Watkin, were in town
both crying up the affection, humanity, filial piety, feeling, &c., of the Prince, and
lamenting the little chance of the King's recovery, &c. The Nevilles were to leave
town last Sunday, and by being in the neighbourhood of Windsor, can inform you,
if they choose it, of the real state of the late and present behaviour and conduct of
some persons in that quarter who are so puffed by the papers and by the Opposition.
In the changes and chances of this mortal life, our Barony of Braybroke appears
to have been secured at a lucky moment. I left Parry in town, and I set Rose and
Steele to coax him a little, for the old grievance sticks by him, and he wants much
persuasion to efface the memory of it. Sir Hugh is here, and complains much of
never having had one letter answered since Pitt has been in power; notwithstanding
which, I shall take him up if the battle is to be fought before Christmas. I am afraid
more rats will run, on account of Pitt's inattention to these trifles, than on any
other account whatsoever; indeed I heard as much in town. Rose and Steele may
laugh at such details, but they are necessary; and the constituent will not believe the
member's assiduity unless he sees a real or ostensible answer. I gave my £100 to the
Westminster election, in consequence of a letter from Rose; I could ill spare it, but
finding others were dosed in the same manner, I gulped the grievance.

I am, my dear Lord's sincere friend,
B.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stratton Street, Nov. 25th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
However, at a crisis of such national concern as the present, my mind is

impressed with its importance, and would communicate to you the vicissitudes
and opinions thereon of each hour, as leading in the minutest variation to new
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consequences, and of the first moment; yet I confess myself at a loss how to arrange
these parvula quidam ex queis magun exoriuntur, and give them their due weight, by
stating the deductions thereon as they appear to me, within any compass of letter.

As to the fact on which our fears and speculations are to build, the change of
mere words in stating the malady, as daily announced at St. James's, may be proper
enough to keep alive the hopes of the public, who will argue on mere words, in
reality, within this fortnight the King hath remained from day to day without any
variation in symptoms: so this very morning Dr. Gisborne told me, as his opinion,
resulting from conversation with his brother physicians in immediate attendance.
My friend Dr. Milman seems to be of the like opinion. That possibly His Majesty
may recover the perfect use of his understanding is not less believed than hoped for:
cases have been stated, more desperate than the present, wherein the recovery hath
been perfect. Yet much mischief is already done, or rather the basis of mischief is
already and irremoveably laid. In future times, designing, ambitious and profligate
men may start the idea that what has been may be, and in the desperate effort of
factious opposition, even venture to arraign the temper and health of mind, though
it shows its perfect state, and the wise measures of Government should put such
daring insult at defiance.

If the King remains a length of time in the same state, I would, on such too
probable circumstance, join my speculations to your Lordship's, could I imagine any
resting-place, or outlet, in the labyrinth of cases and deductions which the subject
affords. I had best, therefore, confine my correspondence, and take up the immediate
matter and language of the mere day, unless I meant a book rather than a letter.

The language touches on the hopes and views of partymen, and on the interests
of the country as complicated with the present Administration remaining in power.
My business calling me often into the city, I speak as an eye-witness to the temper
of men at the Royal Exchange, and Lloyd's Coffee-rooms, never did Administration
stand so high in opinion of the moneyed and commercial world: throughout the city,
the fears of losing Pitt from the finance make as much of the regrets of anticipation,
as the fears of losing the King from the throne. Should the change of Ministry (too
much apprehended) take place, it is thought that Fox's party – to temporize with the
public opinion, too strong directly to meet in the teeth – will propose a coalescence
of some sort; but so narrowed, and in regard to Mr. Pitt, moreover, placing him in
such jar of official situation, that it cannot be in any manner listened to. The refusal
of the insidious offer is then to be noised throughout the country, and a trial to be
made to engage the people "to join with those who proffered a sacrifice of enmities
to Pitt for the public good." My opinion is, that the trial will be abortive, and the
present Administration retire (if so necessitated), merely to return to power on the
shoulders of the nation. The Opposition, I understand, foresee their difficulties, and
are exceedingly embarrassed, even supposing the Regent, or Regency, to venture on
the change of Ministry.

I presume to hazard an opinion that such Regent, or Regency, cannot and
will not risk a change of Ministry with so precipitate declaration in favour of our
opponents, as some expect, at such eventful crisis as the present. It is natural for
men's hopes, or fears, to colour too strongly the contingency on which their relative
interests depend. Some hope too much, and some fear too much. If the Prince of
Wales is made and continues at the head of Regency a twelvemonth, then indeed
a revolution in Ministry, or in everything, may be worked out of the occasions
ingenuity and ambition may have to take hold of; but here I am running into a book,
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and to avoid it close my letter. From time to time I shall write, almost from day to
day, if aught occurs deserving your perusal. Meantime, and ever, my dear Lord, in
truest affection and attachment,

Your faithfully devoted friend and servant,
W. Young.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 25th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I am very sorry to be obliged to say that the account from the physicians to-day,

confirmed by the most accurate testimony from private quarters, state the King's
situation in the most unfavourable manner, his disorder having returned with great
violence. I do not understand that there is any return of bodily complaint, so that
nothing can be worse than this intelligence. From what I now understand, it should
seem that some considerable time must elapse, even after the two Houses meet,
before any decisive step can be proposed, as it seems now to be thought necessary
that some mode of satisfaction should be given to the Houses themselves, by means
of Secret Committees, or otherwise, respecting the King's situation, and that after
that precedents must be searched.

Fox arrived yesterday morning early, having come in little more than nine days
from Bologna. He expected, it is said, from the accounts which he had received, to
find the King dead.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 26th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I sit down to write a few words, because I know it is a satisfaction to you to

hear from me in such a moment as this, although I have nothing particular to say.
The situation of the King continues to be such as I described it yesterday;

and Warren told Pitt yesterday, that the physicians could now have no hesitation in
pronouncing that the actual disorder was that of lunacy; that no man could pretend
to say, that this was, or was not incurable; that he saw no immediate symptoms of
recovery; that the King might never recover; or, on the other hand, that he might
recover at any one moment. With this sort of information we shall probably have to
meet Parliament. I much hope that the previous examination by the Privy Council
may be judged sufficient, without any further inquiry into the particulars of a subject
which one so little wishes to have discussed.

I have no other news of any sort.
I do not know, whether I mentioned to you in my last letter, that I tried, but

to no purpose, to make out that part of yours which was written in the new cypher;
my cypher, which you sent over to me, being wholly spoilt in the pasting. I must,
therefore, beg you to write in the old cypher, with the alterations I suggested.

Ever yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 27th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
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The accounts of the King's situation continue to be so much the same as for
the last two or three days, that it now appears perfectly plain that we shall be under
the necessity of bringing forward some measure for an intermediate Government
immediately after the 4th; and that there can be no further adjournment.

The Prince of Wales has sent a letter to the Chancellor, desiring that all the
members of the Cabinet may attend at Windsor to-day; but this I imagine (and,
indeed, his letter conveys it), has no relation to any other subject, but to an idea of
moving the King to Kew, where he can take the air without being overlooked, as is
the case at Windsor. I have nothing new to write to you on other subjects, though I
believe I shall have in a day or two; probably by Sunday's messenger.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 28th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
The Ministers were all sent for to Windsor yesterday by the Prince, in order

to give their advice with respect to moving the King. They were detained so late,
that Pitt went to Salt Hill to sleep there; and is not yet returned, at least not to his
own house, so that I have not seen him.

I had a note from him yesterday evening, to say that they had not seen the
Prince, he having sent a written message to them by the Duke of York. It related to
the removal. He says, that the opinion of the physicians, particularly of Addington,
who had been desired to come over that day from Reading, was favourable as to
a possibility, and even a prospect of recovery, and clear for removing him as soon
as possible.

We are still in the dark, as to the Prince of Wales's intentions; though what
passed yesterday confirms my opinion. The general language leans to negotiation.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 29th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I received your letter of the 23rd, by the messenger only this morning, and

have sent the enclosed, which, as you will have seen, exactly tallies with the ideas
which I have stated to you in some of my letters. I shall write to you to-morrow, being
Sunday, when a messenger would of course be sent with the official bulletin, and as
you may very probably receive that letter as soon as this, I think it unnecessary to
fatigue either you or myself with figures, especially as I have nothing very material
to say, except a confirmation, from my subsequent conversation with Pitt, of the
ideas which I mentioned to you yesterday, particularly with respect to Addington's
opinion, which seems to have encouraged the rest to speak out. Addington told Pitt
that he had himself kept a house for the reception of these unhappy people for seven
years. That during that period, he had hardly ever had fewer than ten or twelve with
him, and that of all those one only was not cured, he having died in the house of
bursting a blood-vessel. He said that the symptoms, as they at present appeared, were
those of a morbid humour, flying about and irritating the nerves. The physicians
desired Pitt to see the King yesterday, which he did, and found him, though certainly
in a state of derangement, yet far better than he had expected from the accounts. It
is not yet settled whether he shall be removed, as he has expressed some reluctance
to it, and the physicians are extremely averse to any force.
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We are still under some uncertainty whether or not to propose a further
adjournment; in the meanwhile we have thought it absolutely necessary to summon
all our friends, as without their attendance, we should not even have the decision of
that question in our own hands.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Nov. 30th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
There is no particular account of the King this morning, He was yesterday

evening removed to Kew. There was considerable difficulty in persuading him to
agree to this removal, but it was at last accomplished without violence. Pitt saw him
again at Windsor before his removal, and thought him rather less well in his manner
than on the preceding day. Addington's conversation is still such as to show that he
thinks the probabilities greatly in favour of his recovery. He mentioned particularly
to Pitt, that he had in his house one person whose case appeared to him exactly to
resemble the King's, and that this person had been cured.

We are still much undetermined about the time of bringing forward the
decisive measures. The general leaning of people's minds appears to be for delay, and
there is not anything that can perhaps absolutely be said to require that immediate
steps should be taken. There are, however, several points of foreign business which
seem to press considerably, and there seems little reason to hope that this situation
will be at all altered within such a time as it would be possible to wait. I am
rather inclined towards bringing the business forward on Thursday; and yet I am
very apprehensive of the effect which might be produced by any appearance or
imputation of precipitancy.

When the Cabinet went down to Windsor two days ago, in consequence of the
Prince of Wales's letter, he did not see them, but sent them a written message by the
Duke of York, respecting the King's removal. This message, whether accidentally or
not, was couched in terms that were thought a little royal. Some caution was thought
necessary in wording the answer to avoid the style of giving His Royal Highness
advice, or of acknowledging any authority in him.

You will have heard, in all probability, much on the subject of the Chancellor.
His situation is a singular one. It is unquestionably true that he has seen Fox, and
I believe he has also seen Sheridan repeatedly, and certainly the Prince of Wales.
And of all these conversations he has never communicated one word to any other
member of the Cabinet. Yet I am persuaded that he has as yet made no terms with
them, and that whenever they come to that point they will differ. With this clue,
however, you will be at no loss to guess where the Prince acquires his knowledge
of the plans of Regency which are to be proposed, because, even supposing the
Chancellor not to have directly betrayed the individual opinions of his colleagues,
yet still his conversation upon these points, in all of which he has explicitly agreed
with the opinions of Pitt, must lead to the communication of the plans in agitation. I
am, however, rather inclined to believe that Cuninghame's correspondent has taken
by guess one out of a variety of reports circulated, and that he has been right by
accident. The general belief of the Opposition certainly is, as you may by their
papers, that measures of much more violence are intended.
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Pitt has been induced, from his regard to the King, to dissemble his knowledge
of Thurlow's conduct, and to suppress the resentment which it so naturally excites.
There is no reason, but the contrary, for believing that any of those who have acted
with him are at all disposed to follow his example. It is universally reprobated, and
explicitly by them. I think you will do well, if it comes in question, to do as I do,
which is to avoid saying anything on the subject as long as I can; and when pressed,
to profess ignorance.

There is no great inconvenience arising, in reality, from the communication
of these intentions to the Prince. His intentions are sufficiently decided, and he has
no means of traversing our schemes.

We do not yet know with certainty whether he has any idea of negotiation; but
if he has, it is unquestionably only as a cloak, and meaning that it should be rejected.
But the prospect of detaching the Chancellor may make this less probable, although
he may perhaps insist on something of the sort being done to provide for his delicacy.
The general language is universal and immediate dismission. If I am not mistaken, a
storm is rising that they little expect, and the sense of the country, instead of being
nearly as strong as in 1784, will be much stronger. But the party in general are so
hungry and impatient, that I think they will act upon the better judgment of their
leaders, and prevent them from doing anything which may allow a moment's delay.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
It was beginning to be suspected that Thurlow was about to rat. His conduct

justified the worst doubts. Sir William Young confirms the intelligence about his
increasing and suspicious intimacy with the Prince of Wales.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stratton Street, Nov. 30th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
Since my last, all the intelligence to be given consists merely of rumours and

of opinions respecting the probable changes in the Administration, on accession of
the Prince to the executive authority. The Prince, it is said, is wonderfully of late
attached to Thurlow. His Royal Highness hath not been equally gracious to Mr.
Pitt; and from the authority of a person who dined with him, I am assured that his
melancholy derived from the malady of his father and King, is not of that deep and
rooted sort for which "no physic of the mind" can be found. Drinking and singing
were specifics on the day stated to me.

As to opinions alluded to above, they appear to me, who am not in the secret,
mere sermons to Shakspeare's text of "Harry, thy wish was father to the thought." If
aught is settled, your Lordship is undoubtedly apprised of it; if things yet remain for
arrangement, your grounds for mere fabrics of speculation must ere this be better
laid than mine; and so, in either case, I'd better e'en refrain from the subject, until
Thursday begins the course of authentic matter for my letters.

Meantime, a word in regard to myself. I write under the greatest
embarrassment of mind, between pressing necessity of not moving from London and
a justness of sentiment which would particularly at this moment urge my repairing
to you at the Castle. When your kind friendship conferred what, at that moment, was
a most essential aid to my family subsistence, your goodness added that I need not
visit Ireland oftener than the convenience of my family allowed. Of this goodness
I by no means thought to avail myself, and proposed this winter proceeding with
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my wife and son to the Castle, and returning to accomplish the passing of my "Poor
Laws," in February or March.

The loss of my father hath placed me in a situation wherein, from the
magnitude and delicacy of the concern, every hour may afford an important crisis;
and in which a single omission, a momentary absence, may entail consequences
irretrievable, in matters wherein the result to me and mine is to be conjoined
reputation and affluence, or disgrace and penury. I cannot, under impression of
such alternatives, delegate an iota of conduct to a second person. I have laid down
a systematic plan of conduct for myself, which in executing I am sure of honour
and credit, have a certainty of competence, and a prospect of considerable wealth.
The more I reflect, the more I am confirmed in the propriety of the grounds of
procedure which I have adopted, and I feel myself equal to the accomplishment, as
far as it depends on steady pursuit of a well-weighed purpose. Obstacles, however,
may arise, and difficulties occur, such as I have daily to obviate or to surmount,
in shape of impatient creditors, who, if they were not led to just understanding of
circumstances, would not wait two years for a final liquidation of private claims, with
an inventory before them in the Commons of property to the amount of £200,000,
but would jump forward to their own and my loss. One of the two years I have
now securely in hand; the crop of 1789 being shipped from Christmas to March,
of produce all grown, and partly manufactured. If Government leaves me the year
1790, at the close of it there will not be a private debt, nor an article alienated of
security for public claims; and my gain of the income of 1788-9-90 is actually the
amount of £45,000 clear gain, above the result of immediate sale of the estates,
which in ordinary course, or other line than I have chalked out, would be the direct
legal recurrence for general liquidation of first public and then private claims. One
year of this gain to my residue I have already secured, the second I have no doubt of,
the third I have great hopes of, and at the period thereof, the gross total of the Crown
demand, without a deduction or charge per centage, would scarcely necessitate any
sale, or but a partial one, should I wish quickly to clear all away.

Having no reserve for you, my best friend, I have, in accounting for my "fixing
myself on the watch" in England this winter run into these details; and further (which
will explain them fully) enclose a rough copy of my instructions to my attorneys in
St. Vincent's, which, when read, you will consign to the flames.

I have that grateful attachment to you, that I should yet scarcely hesitate in
hazarding a month's absence from home, did not I anticipate that your friendship
would rather chide than approve the sacrifice. I am ever at your command, being,
my dear Lord, in truest affection,

Your devoted and obliged friend, &c.,
W. Young.

The plans of Ministers are further developed in the next letter from Mr. Grenville.
MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.

Whitehall, Tuesday, Dec. 2nd, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I have nothing of any importance to add to my letter of Sunday, everything

remaining here precisely in the same state. It is determined to proceed, after
Thursday, without any further adjournment. A Privy Council is summoned for to-
morrow, to which all the Privy Councillors are summoned; those of the Royal
Family by letters from the Lord President. The physicians are ordered to attend,
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and questions will be put to them, to which they will be to give their answers on
Wednesday. It is then meant, that on Friday, the Lord President in the House of
Lords, and Pitt in the House of Commons, should communicate these questions and
answers, but not as a message, from the Privy Council. We hope that Parliament will
be disposed to proceed, without any inquiry, by themselves; but on the ground of
the examination of the Privy Council, a Committee is then to be appointed to search
precedents, so that it will be more than a week from this day before the propositions
can formally be made. They will, I believe, be nearly, if not exactly, the same as
I have already stated them to you. The point, on the prudence of which you had
doubts, is of such absolute necessity, that I am sure, by a very little conversation, I
could satisfy you in a moment that it must be taken care of. It is intended to say of
the whole plan, that it is merely temporary, adapted to the present circumstances,
when we are obliged to act after the King has been ill a very short time, and when
there is much uncertainty with respect to the nature of his complaint, and an absolute
ignorance as to its probable duration; that if, under different circumstances, and after
a longer and more defined illness, Parliament shall think it necessary to make other
arrangements, that power must rest with them, which cannot, indeed, be taken from
them. This would, I think, cure your difficulty.

Pray tell Bernard that the sooner he returns the better, and that I will engage
to find him full employment.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
I hope Bernard is not necessary to you in Ireland, because I think he is already

seriously wanted here. He will tell you for what.
THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM TO LORD BULKELEY.

Dublin Castle, Dec. 2nd, 1788.
My dear Bulkeley,
Many thanks for your very interesting and affectionate correspondence, which

I have not neglected from inattention, but from anxiety, and from business, which
you can easily figure to yourself, and as easily excuse. Much of your Windsor
anecdotes had reached me from other quarters; but I could not, without very accurate
information, have given credit to details so very unpleasant as some of those which
I have heard. The messenger, who will deliver this to you, is going to London; but
I was anxious that he should leave this at Baronhill, as I think it may be doubtful
whether you know that the new system of government is to be proposed at the next
meeting of Parliament; and that unless the King's health should vary materially after
the 28th (my last date), there was no idea of a further adjournment. My brother will
probably have written to you, to press your attendance, and, in that case, this will
find you in London, as I shall order the messenger not to leave it at Baronhill; but, if
it should reach you in the country, let me implore you not to lose this (perhaps last)
occasion of paying a debt to our master, which every principle of private honour and
public duty must make sacred to us. The only object to which I look is, not to private
power or ambition, but to the means of waking our unhappy King, at some future
period, to the use, not only of his reason, but of his power. How this is to be secured I
cannot, in my uninformed situation, pretend to say; but I have the fullest confidence
on this head in Mr. Pitt, and if I could imagine that he could suffer a consideration
of private situation to interfere on such a question, I should despise him as much as I
now love him. I can have no doubt, that as soon as His Royal Highness is possessed
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of the power of dismissing us, we shall feel the full weight of it, and to that you
will believe me most indifferent; but the subsequent scene must, in all events, be so
interesting, that I must wish every assistance to Mr. Pitt that friends and countenance
can give him. If this should be realized, I shall not be long absent from you; and
perhaps our Christmas pies may be too hot for the new Government, if their folly
and intemperance should urge them to the steps which those immaculate Whigs,
Lord Loughborough and Sheridan, may suggest. Adieu. I am almost too late.

Ever yours,
N.B.
Robert and I have made our peace. Pray carry Sir Hugh with you.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 3rd, 1788.
My dear Brother,
It is now past four o'clock, and I am but just returned from the Privy

Council. The whole number that attended was above fifty, including Lord North,
Lord Stormont, Lord Loughborough, &c., &c. Fox was not there, being confined
with a flux, which he has got by the rapidity of his journey. None of the Royal
Family attended. The physicians who were examined, were Warren, Baker, Pepys,
Reynolds, and Addington. The general questions that were proposed to them were
three:

1. Whether the King is now incapable of attending to business?
2. What hopes do you entertain of his recovery?
3. What do you conjecture may be the probable duration of his complaint?
These are not the precise words, but the substance. They all answered the first

question decisively, that he is now incapable, &c.
To the second, Warren gave an ambiguous answer; but said that the majority

of persons afflicted with all the different species of this disorder, recovered. An
explanatory question was put to him, which it took about an hour and a half to settle;
whether, as far as experience enabled him to judge, he thought it more probable that
the King would or would not recover. To this he said that he had not, and he believed
no one else had, sufficient data to answer that question.

All the rest stated, though in terms more or less strong, that the probability
is in favour of recovery.

The time, they all declared themselves unable to speak to.
A question was put to them, to show the degree of experience each had had in

these cases. That of the three first appeared not to be great; that of Reynolds more;
and Addington stated the particulars, which you already know, about his house at
Reading.

On the whole, I think the impression of the examination was universally more
favourable than was expected.

After the Council was formally broke up, Pitt proposed, in consequence of
some things which had been thrown out by Lord Stormont and Lord Loughborough,
that it should be understood, that any proposal for further examination in Parliament
should be resisted. After some conversation, this was acceded to; and Monday settled
as the day when these papers are to be taken into consideration. A Committee is
then to be moved to search precedents, so that the motion itself cannot come on till
Friday, or more probably Monday se'nnight.

Ever yours,
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W. W. G.
MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.

Whitehall, Dec. 4th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
Lord Sydney sends off this messenger with the proceedings of yesterday's

Council. I write a few lines by him, because I know you would wish to hear from
me, although I have, in fact, nothing to say.

Our situation continues exactly as it was. The prevailing idea seems to be that
of a general dismission, and of an immediate dissolution of Parliament. How far the
examinations of yesterday may operate with respect to this, it is impossible to say;
but I thought the Opposition people seemed evidently struck and disappointed with
them. If they do dissolve Parliament in such a moment as this, when the physicians
concur in declaring the King's recovery probable, I am persuaded the cry will be as
strong as it was in 1784.

There is a report, that before the Duke of Portland would consent to have any
communication with the Prince of Wales, he insisted on an apology being made to
him, for some very rough treatment which he received at the time of the question
of the debts; and that this apology has been made. This, however, I give you only as
a report, for the truth of which I do not vouch.

I enclose you a pamphlet, which you may perhaps think worth reprinting in
Ireland.

I hear as yet of no rats, but I suppose a few days will bring some to light;
though I cannot help thinking that the examinations of yesterday donneront à penser
à Messieurs les Rats.

I have not heard from you for almost a fortnight, and am impatient to know
that you receive my accounts; and to hear your opinions upon them as they arise.

Pray send Bernard back as soon as you can. I cannot guess what his motive
was, for persisting so strongly in wishing to undertake two such journeys at this
season of the year; but he assured me, that he had no wish to stay any time in Dublin.

The list, which you will see in the "Morning Post," of the Council is accurate.
It makes a curious medley.

James is come to town, looking very sturdy. He is now with me; and has no
other message to send, except to wish you all safe home again.

Ever yours,
W. W. G.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stratton Street, Dec. 5th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
When I came home yesterday afternoon from the House, I wrote the enclosed

minute of proceedings – a practice I shall continue to pursue until we meet, for your
satisfactory information.

As to news, it consists in the rumour of a general change in Administration.
I confess that so hasty a step as is generally talked of and believed, comes not
within the scope of credit which my mind is framed to. Political wisdom suggests a
multiplicity of reasons why the Prince of Wales should not act precipitately – nay,
why Mr. Fox, &c., should not act precipitately; unless, indeed, to embroil the times,
and seek occasions of profit and power from their turbulency and vicissitudes, may
be the plot of some desperate men of the party. Of authorities for intentions of
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change, my best is Colonel Stanhope, who, coming from the Duke of Portland's the
day before yesterday, mentioned that the arrangement of the new Administration
was finally settled in everything; but, "that they had not yet succeeded in persuading
the Duke of Devonshire to go to Ireland."

A-propos of Ireland. Accustomed to speculate on historical points, the
precedent seems to me eventful, indeed, on that side of the water. The times, indeed,
are perilous, and must be met everywhere with wisdom and firmness. At all times,
I am ever, my dear Lord, in truest affection of friendship, your devoted and obliged
friend, &c.,

W. Young.
MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.

Whitehall, Dec. 6th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I have great pleasure in being able to tell you that, in addition to what you will

have seen in the examination taken before the Privy Council, a Dr. Willis, whose
name you will probably have heard, saw the King yesterday, and that his opinion is
still more favourable as to the prospect of recovery. I have but just seen Pitt, who has
been at Kew this morning, and saw Willis there. This general information is all that
he had then to mention; but if there should be any particulars of any importance, I
will let you know them. I am much mortified by receiving half a dozen Irish papers
together this morning without a word from you, as the speculations on your side of
the water are by no means indifferent, or uninteresting here.

The papers will have told you what passed in the two Houses. It was too late
for me to write; nor, indeed, was Viner's nonsense worth sending. Fox looked ill,
and spoke worse than I ever have heard him. His object was to beat about, and
feel the pulse of the House with respect to further examination. I do not think he
received much encouragement; but they are so anxious to mend this part of their
case by cross-examining the physicians, that I am inclined to think they will try it.
This opinion of Willis's is some temptation to us to allow it; but, on the whole, I
think it better resisted. I should be quite clear about it, if it was not from a fear that
some individuals may be caught by the notion of parliamentary dignity, and that
our first division may thereby be less favourable than if it was taken on any direct
question of party.

I send you a note which Wilberforce put into my hands. If the thing cannot be
done, pray send a separate and very civil letter about it; because this Sir J. Coghill is
one of his chief friends in Yorkshire, and he particularly desires to be able to send
him a civil answer.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

The next day, immediately after this favourable report from a physician whose experience in
this particular branch of practice gave great weight to his opinions, Thurlow began to veer round
again to the Ministry. "Whatever object he might at one time have had in view," says Mr. Grenville,
"he has now taken his determination of abiding by the present Government." Thurlow, in short, was
exactly the man the King believed him to be, and always kept in the sun.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 7th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
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There is nothing particularly worth mentioning to you with respect to Willis,
more than what I told you in my last letter. He expressed himself very strongly to Pitt
as to his hopes of the King's recovery, and said that there was no symptom which he
saw in him, or could learn from the other physicians, which he had not seen much
stronger in other people who have recovered. He has, I understand, already acquired
a complete ascendancy over him, which is the point for which he is particularly
famous. He had the boldness yesterday to suffer the King to shave himself in
his presence. The King was much more composed than he has ever been, slept
uncommonly well the night before last; said in the morning that he found himself
much better, for that Dr. Willis had settled his mind; and was remarkably quiet the
whole of yesterday. The account this morning is also, I understand, very favourable.
I have just seen a man who saw a note of Willis's dated late last night, in which
he says that he is confident the King would do very well. He is to continue entirely
with him, and to have the complete management of him. The other physicians are,
however, to see him, in order to keep him in bodily health.

It is quite ridiculous to see how angry the Opposition are at the report of
the physicians, and particularly at what Warren said, which, I understand, was very
different from what they had expected. They go so far as to say, that if Fox had been
present he would not have dared to give such an evidence. They hope to mend it by
a subsequent examination before a Committee of the House: the object of Willis
being examined is so great, that I think we shall consent to something of this sort.
Not only his opinion will have great weight, but it will also make the others very
cautious what they say in opposition to it.

The behaviour of the two Princes is such as to shock every man's feelings.
What do you think of the Duke of York's having a meeting of the Opposition at his
house on Thursday, before the House of Lords met, and then going down there to
hear the examinations read? After that, they closed the day, by both going in the
evening to Brooks's. The truth is, that the Duke is entirely in his brother's hands,
and that the latter is taking inconceivable pains to keep him so, in order that he may
not see what a line is open to him if he had judgment to follow it.

The assurances of support which Pitt receives from all quarters are much
beyond the expectations which we had formed. It is also clear that, whatever object
Thurlow might at one time have had in view, he has now taken his determination
of abiding by the present Government, and supporting their measures with respect
to the Regency. I imagine that Lord Stafford and Lord Weymouth have chiefly
influenced his resolution – their line having been clear and decided from the
beginning.

On the other hand, there seems great reason to believe that the Prince of Wales
is inclined to go to all the lengths to which that party are pushing him. They have
for several days been spreading a report that he has expressed a determination not
to accept of the Regency under any restrictions or in any manner at all short of regal
power; and that the Duke of York was commissioned by him to have declared this
on Thursday, if anything had been said that could at all have led to it. The story of
to-day is, that the three Royal Dukes have assured him of their resolution to refuse it
if tendered to them on similar terms, and that they have authorized Fox to say this in
the House of Commons. There is no knowing what sort of effect this may produce
with respect to the measures of the present moment: that must depend entirely on
the sort of turn that the people in general may take upon it at first. But it is very
evident that by such a step the Prince will do himself a permanent mischief which
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he will never be able to repair, and which we shall probably all of us have much
reason to regret. It is quite clear that, having once proposed these restrictions, as
thinking them necessary for the interest of the King (and on that ground only could
we propose them), no other motive whatever can be a justification for abandoning
them, as long as there can be found one individual or set of individuals who will
undertake to carry on the Government, and as long as Parliament continues to think
the proposal right and equitable. What all this may produce, God only knows. Our
reliance can only be on the discharge of what we owe to the King in gratitude and
duty, and in the decided manner in which we have put all considerations out of the
question which can personally affect our own interests.

In the midst of all this confusion, and while his sons and brothers are struggling
to gain entire possession of his authority, the King may recover his reason. What
a scene will present itself to him! and how devoutly must he pray, if he is wise, to
lose again all power of recollection or reflection.

The struggle was now beginning in earnest between the Ministers and the Prince of Wales.
The point at issue apparently narrowed itself to the restrictions; but there lay beneath this question of
royal expediency a great constitutional principle, which was gradually developed in the progress of
the subsequent debates. It was not alone that Mr. Fox and his party demanded the Regency without
any limitations whatever, but that they demanded it as a right; setting up the doctrine that when
the Sovereign, from any cause, became incapacitated, the Heir Apparent had an indisputable claim
to the executive authority during the continuance of the incapacity, just as he would have on the
demise of the Crown. It was strange enough that this doctrine, which Mr. Pitt denounced as "treason
against the Constitution," should have been maintained by the avowed champions of popular liberty;
and that it should have been reserved for the Ministers of the King to defend the interests of the
people against the encroachments of royalty. Mr. Pitt asserted that the right of providing a remedy
for the suspension of the regular powers of Government rested solely with the people, "from whom,"
he added, "all the powers of Government originate." The language he held upon this occasion is
remarkable not only from its constitutional soundness, but for the perspicuity with which it states the
actual question in contest, stripped of all disguises and evasions. "To assert an inherent right in the
Prince of Wales to assume the Government, is virtually to revive those exploded ideas of the divine
and indefeasible authority of Princes, which have so justly sunk into contempt and almost oblivion.
Kings and Princes derive their power from the people; and to the people alone, through the organ
of their representatives, does it appertain to decide in cases for which the Constitution has made no
specific or positive provision." It will be seen that in the end the Prince of Wales was obliged to
abandon his claim of right, and that the steadfastness of Pitt finally secured the recognition of the
principle which placed in the hands of Parliament the settlement of the conditions under which His
Royal Highness was to enter upon the Regency.

This glance at the subject is a little in advance of the correspondence; but it will be useful as
a key to the points of discussion thrown up in its progress. The fulness and freshness of the letters,
written daily, and containing the most minute history of those proceedings that has yet appeared
in print, requires such slight elucidation as to render it undesirable to interrupt their continuity by
commentaries, except where it may become necessary to direct attention to some special matter.

Both parties were now gathering their allies around them, and preparing for a contest which
was not very creditable to the political character of the Opposition. In the meanwhile a third party
was forming, which, trying to reconcile hopeless antagonisms, ran its head against a crotchet, resisting
the restrictions on the one hand, and supporting Mr. Pitt, as Minister, on the other, for the sake of
his popularity and transcendant abilities. This line of conduct is justly described by Mr. Grenville
as "absolute nonsense."

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.



R.  Buckingham and Chandos.  «Memoirs of the Court and Cabinets of George the Third»

25

Whitehall, Dec. 9th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
The messenger who carries this is sent for the purpose of collecting proxies. It

is, you know, necessary that they should be renewed every session; for which reason
I have desired that a blank proxy should be directed to you, which I suppose you will
fill up, as before, with Fortescue's name. He is quite eager (especially for him), and
came up to town for the first day. I think there is every reason to hope that we shall
not stand in need of this sort of canvass, either for the House of Commons or the
House of Lords; but you will certainly agree with me, that no pains are superfluous
when such points are in question.

I do not learn that there is any foundation for the report which I mentioned
to you of the round-robin entered into by their Royal Highnesses. The partizans
of Opposition are, however, still circulating, with great industry, the idea that the
Prince of Wales has positively declared his resolution not to accept the Regency
under any restrictions whatever. I take this, however, to be nothing more than a bully,
intended to influence votes in the House of Commons. If, however, he should be so
desperate, I should hope there would be every reason to believe that the Queen would
be induced to take the Regency, in order to prevent the King's hands from being
fettered for the remainder of his life. Nothing has yet passed with respect to this
subject. Pitt has seen her once; but the conversation was nothing more than general,
although with the greatest civility, and even kindness, on her part towards him.

We receive every day new professions of attachment; and I do not yet hear of
any one individual of any consequence whom we shall lose, except, probably, the
Duke of Queensbury. The Duke of Grafton has declared himself explicitly. There
is no longer any doubt of Thurlow; and there never has been any of Lord Stafford,
Lord Weymouth, &c. Lord Lonsdale is still uncertain, and so is, I believe, the Duke
of Northumberland – though this will have been brought to a point by this time. The
general idea is, that he has connected himself with the Independents, of which there
was some appearance last session. It is said that they mean to support Pitt as the
Minister, but to oppose any restrictions on the Regent. This is not the less likely to
be their conduct, on account of its being absolute nonsense.

With respect to individuals in the House of Commons, there are several who
have long been wavering, and who have sent the most positive assurances of support.

There is every reason to believe that the country will continue entirely with
us, and that addresses will be presented from all parts to the Regent, to continue the
Government. I am afraid that, in point of time, nothing can be done of that sort in
Ireland, without exposing you to much embarrassment.

I conceive that our Regent will probably be appointed, the Bill passed, &c.,
&c., by about the 10th or 12th of January, and that we shall then immediately be
dismissed. You certainly must remain till your Parliament has met and appointed the
Regent for Ireland, because there is no one else who can vacate your commission;
and I think the contrivances which you once mentioned for avoiding it, are liable to
great objections. Now, you will observe, that the addresses from Ireland could not
be presented to the Prince of Wales till he was Irish Regent, and that it would be
a very awkward thing to have the people there addressing him to continue you in
Ireland, after you had declared your own resolution to quit it in consequence of the
removal of your friends here. I wish you would consider all this attentively, because,
if these difficulties could be removed, it would certainly be very desirable that it
should appear as far as possible to be the united sense of all the three kingdoms, as
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well as of both Houses of Parliament, and of the King, that the present Government
should remain; and that these Whigs should recommend the dismission in the teeth
of all these.

Willis sent last night a note to Pitt about his attendance at the Committee to-
day. In a postscript, he tells him that he thinks the King better and more composed
than he has been since he has attended him.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

A new question and a new embarrassment now arose, as to what was to be done about the
Regency in Ireland. It was natural enough that the Prince of Wales should be popular in Ireland as a pis
aller, on account of the known antipathy of the King to the Catholic claims; and it was apprehended
that the Irish Parliament, acting independently of English precedent, would declare itself in favour
of an unlimited Regency. The anxiety to which Lord Buckingham was exposed by this disturbing
prospect (some people went so far as to cast the horoscope of an Irish revolution), and by the delays
in the receipt of intelligence, owing to the imperfect and irregular means of communication existing
between the two countries, betrayed him into some expressions of impatience, against which Mr.
Grenville remonstrated with his habitual temperance and good sense, throwing out at the same time
some sound suggestions as to the course it was desirable the Lord-Lieutenant should pursue. There
are no qualities in these letters, wherever reference is made to the conduct of public men in great
crises, more worthy of unmixed admiration than their practical sagacity and complete self-control.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 10th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
Your messenger having been, as he says, four or five days at sea, has just

brought me your letter of the 2nd. I cannot avoid expressing to you the mortification
I felt, on finding it filled with complaints of want of communication. It is now more
than a month that I have written to you constantly seven days in the week, with the
exception, I believe, of not four days in the whole time. I do this, not only without
reluctance, but with pleasure, because I think it contributes to your satisfaction, and
because it is a real relief to my mind to converse with you in this manner on the
subjects which are, in the present moment, so interesting to us both. But I do it often
under circumstances of so much other business, as makes it impossible for me to
keep any copies or memoranda of what I write. I cannot, therefore, distinctly call
back to my mind the thread of that correspondence; but, as far as my memory serves,
I solemnly protest I know of no one fact, opinion, or conjecture, that could be of
the least use to you, or could even satisfy your curiosity, that I have not regularly
communicated to you as it arose.

You seem to have mistaken some expression in one of my letters, and to
have understood that the proposition itself relating to the Regency was to have been
brought forward on Thursday last. You will since have seen, that the preliminary
steps require so much time, that it must still be Monday, or more probably
Wednesday next, before anything can be moved. But you say that you have received
no communication of the extent or wording of that plan, so as to consider its legal or
political effect towards Ireland. On this, I can only say, that long before the outlines
of that plan were finally settled, even, I believe, in Mr. Pitt's mind, certainly long
before they were at all agreed upon by the Cabinet, I communicated them to you
distinctly, and at length. There has since been no variation in these. With respect to
the precise wording of the plan, I do not know that this is yet decided upon; nor do
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I suppose it can be so, till within a few hours of its being moved. But as to any legal
effect which it can have upon Ireland, I have certainly failed in what I intended to
do, if I have not stated to you a clear opinion, that no measure taken in Parliament
here can possibly affect Ireland any otherwise than as a precedent, which every
Irishman must think himself bound to follow, who does not wish to separate the two
countries. It surely could not be your wish, nor would it be desirable, to attempt to
pledge any Irishman one step beyond that general proposition, that whatever is done
by the authority of the British Parliament as to England, must be done in Ireland
by the authority of the Irish Parliament; but that the latter will grossly betray the
interests of their own country, if they do not adopt the English measure, whatever
that may ultimately be. I trust that we shall be able to carry the measure here, such
as I stated to you long ago, some time before your Parliament meets; but if it should
fail, and any different form be established, I hope we should be the last men in the
two countries to wish to disunite them on this ground.

I cannot but repeat, that the expressions and style of your letter have hurt
me sensibly. I do not believe, that if you were living in Pall Mall, you could be
more distinctly or regularly informed of what passes. You will, of course, hear in
Dublin, as you would in Pall Mall, an infinite variety of foolish reports, as is naturally
the case when every man has his own speculation. You cannot, I am sure, think it
possible that I can even enumerate, much less argue upon, or contradict all these;
but I cannot, at this time, after some reflection, call to my mind any point of the
smallest consequence in our present situation with which I am myself acquainted,
and which I have omitted to state.

With respect to your own particular situation, I conceive that it is not possible
that things can be brought to the point of affecting that for several weeks to come.
The measure which is to be brought forward here will, of course, meet with violent
opposition; and cannot, according to my calculation, be completed, so as to put
the Prince of Wales in possession of the Regency, till the first or second week in
January. I think as soon as you receive the notification that this measure has passed in
England, it would be right for you to write a very short letter to the Secretary of State,
mentioning in a very few words the opinions of lawyers there, that your patent can be
vacated only by a Regent appointed by the Irish Parliament, suggesting the expedient
of Lords Justices; and then desiring to know His Royal Highness's pleasure, whether
he chooses that under those circumstances you should meet the Parliament, for the
purpose of laying before them the circumstances of the present situation, or whether
you should name Lords Justices, and who they should be. You see, I put this on
the supposition that you are not immediately removed, which, for many reasons, I
think unlikely. You know my opinion has always been that the Prince would not
negotiate, and I am every day more confirmed in it. But I think it may be a question,
whether he may not choose to look about him a little. Perhaps, however, in order to
anticipate any sudden step, you would do well to send a letter such as I mention, so
as to reach England a few days before the measure can pass, and to be here ready
to be laid before him when he does accept. In a point of such importance, it seems
to me that it would be proper that you should have, for your own justification, the
written opinions of your lawyers on the point I mention, but not to send them over
here. I mention this as a general idea; but wish you to consider it, because I am sure,
in general, the less you write on this subject the better, in order that you may not
give ground of misquoting, or misrepresenting what you say.
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As to the idea of vesting the Government in Lords Justices, or taking any
step for throwing up the Government in the interval, except with the consent and
by the direction of the Prince of Wales, I should most earnestly deprecate it for
a thousand reasons; but, above all, for the impression which it would give here of
abandoning the interests of this country in Ireland, for the sake of adding to the
confusion, and creating factious difficulties. I think your line clear, and that you
have nothing to do but to sit still saying or doing nothing till our measure passes.
You then ask the Prince of Wales whether he chooses that you or any Lords Justices
should meet Parliament; and if he directs you to stay, you have nothing to do but
to express to anybody that asks you, your wish that the English measure should be
precisely followed. Whatever, under such circumstances, is the conduct of the Irish
Parliament, you cannot be responsible for it, unless you make yourself so.

There is another urgent reason against your taking any step for breaking up
your Government: the King is daily getting better, and has been continuing so to do
ever since Sunday. Willis's examination before the Committee yesterday, was all but
decisive as to the certainty of his recovery in a short time. I will send it to you in the
course of to-morrow, or the next day; but these are the material parts. He is asked
what hopes he entertains of the King's recovery? He says he entertains great hopes;
that if it was the case of a common man, he should have no doubt of his recovery;
but in the King's situation, his own reflections on his situation, when he begins to
recover his reason, may retard the cure. (A good lesson, by the bye, to the Prince
of Wales, &c.) He says he cannot yet affirm that there are signs of convalescence,
but that there is everything leading to it; particularly that the irritation has almost
entirely subsided, which must precede convalescence, or any appearance of it. He is
asked with respect to his own experience, &c.? He says, that of ten patients brought
to him within three months of their being attacked, nine have recovered. That the
smallest time he remembers, is six weeks or two months from their being brought
to him; the longest, a year and a half; the average, about five months.

With this account, it is not very sanguine to hope that the King's actual
recovery may take place before the measure can pass here; or, at least, such a
prospect of it as may make it absolutely impossible for the Prince, whatever his
disposition may be, to change the Government. If the amendment continues, it may
even be a question whether further adjournment may not be thought right, though
the inconveniences of this, particularly with respect to foreign affairs, are so great
that it must not be done but upon very strong grounds indeed.

The nonsense about dissolution has been talked in England as well as in
Ireland; but I cannot persuade myself that it really comes from Lord Loughborough.
It has not made its fortune much here. Anybody who had the smallest knowledge of
the general turn and bent of the public mind, both in and out of Parliament, would
not have broached so foolish an idea.

I told you, in one of my former letters, that I was utterly at a loss to guess what
Bernard's motive was for going to Ireland in the moment which he chose. I stated
my wishes against it; but I saw that there was some mystery behind, which he did
not wish to explain, and therefore I pressed him no more about it.

Adieu, my dear brother. I hate writing anything to you, which can bear even
the appearance of complaint. I feel for the disagreeableness of your situation at this
moment: being at a distance from the scene of events which interest you so much,
and from any conversation with those in whom you most confide. But I am sure
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you will, on reflection, acquit me of any want of attention to you on the head of
communication.

I am much obliged to you for your anxiety about myself. I had a slight attack
of fever for a day or two; but it is now entirely gone.

Five o'clock.
I am just returned from the Committee, who have finished the examination of

the physicians. The examinations of to-day are not very material; but as far as they
go, they confirm our favourable hopes. Another account is just come from Kew,
that the King has continued better ever since the account of this morning, which
is the public one.

Pitt is to move to-day for the Committee of Precedents. Fox told us he meant
to say a few words against it, as unnecessary, but not to divide; so I shall not go
down again.

The notion of the Prince of Wales not accepting, seems to lose ground; and
all these favourable accounts of the King are evidently strong grounds of argument
for our measures.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stratton Street, Thursday, Dec. 11th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
I did not receive your kind letter of Dec. 2nd, until my arrival last night from

the House of Commons, when it was too late to write, and the conversation which
then arose was of so important a nature, that it was not practicable or proper to steal
a moment from the debate, or to send a line respecting it ere it was closed, and the
subject took a decisive turn, which was after the post hour.

To a friendship so dear and honourable to me as yours, and shown me by so
many instances of goodness, the best answer I can make is, through life, by a return
of grateful attachment, honour, and disinterestedness; and in these, if I aught know
myself, I shall never fail.

Of the momentous business opened last night, I can only say that our
astonishment is only to be equalled by the spirits we are in, on viewing the grounds
Mr. Fox hath abandoned to us and left our own. Lord Radnor, who breakfasted with
me this morning, told me he understands that Fox's doctrine, "that the Prince of
Wales was Regent, invested with full regal authority immediately and de jure on the
incapacity, however temporary, of the King, and that the two Houses of Parliament
had no right to debate thereon even," came from that constitutional lawyer, Lord
Loughborough. Radnor's further remark, that Fox, having on a former occasion
sought to trespass on the royal just prerogative, had now completed his attack on the
Constitution, in denying the rights of Lords and Commons, is worthy observation.
Talbot, who made one of my morning's levée, told me that at White's last night, all
was hurra! and triumph. Charles Sturt and other youngsters took part at the bar, to
echo the "Hear, hear," from Fitzpatrick and Burke, of Fox's doctrine; yet the "Hear,
hear," was but little caught or repeated, though given loudly. Looking back to the
history of this "Man of the People," and to his present conduct, in despite of his
talents of logical discrimination, I begin almost to doubt whether his weakness or
profligacy is transcendant. Pitt's language was most masterly and decisive; and has
been done but little justice to in the papers of this day. The general tenor of subject
they will give you, but what I have seen does not touch on the overthrow of Fox's
resort to the doctrine that Parliament was of "Kings, Lords, and Commons; that no
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two branches thereof could make a law," by the just and constitutional distinction
between the two Houses making a law, and the providing or giving efficiency to the
third executive branch of Legislature in cases of defect, whatever it may be. The
report of the physicians being ordered to be printed, will be out to-morrow, when I
will send it, with a few remarks. Our great days are to be Monday and Tuesday.

It will scarcely escape your Lordship's penetration, that when Fox said
recognition of the Prince's claim de jure to be the sole right and province of
Parliament, implied an act of the House to debate, and, if to debate, to decide upon.
So idle is genius! I see through the motive power: if Parliament has a right to confer
power, it has a right to say what sort of power. So far Fox's penetration reached, and
so he boldly denied the major of the proposition; and then, in a puzzle for consistency
of popular attachment to good old rights of the Lords and Commons, and his
subscription to the pillar at Runnymede, run into the contradiction of admitting the
major in shape of recognitions. It is impossible yet to foresee what tergiversation will
take place, or how many will sacrifice their principles to the rising sun; forgetting
that apostacy to honest principles requires that there should be a transcendancy of
merit of another sort – namely, of great ability to be useful to make that apostacy
acceptable or the object of remuneration. Hating the traitor and loving the treason,
is a state maxim to be remembered by those whose treason is scarcely ever to
be regarded while themselves are the objects of civil contempt. Yet some hold a
language of doubt. One or two, whom I will not yet name, I told if they had not made
up an opinion, they had better ask their constituents for one. It seems to me, that the
business must close in a resort to the sense of the nation. In what shape such resort
may possibly, I think not probably, be made, is serious indeed. But the violence of
the faction of Fox portends every evil. Perhaps, however, and most likely, the resort
to a new election, may give us time to grow cool, and close matters there. Adieu,
for the day.

Ever, my dear Lord, in truth and affection,
Your devoted friend and servant,
Wm. Young.

LORD BULKELEY TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stanhope Street, Dec. 11th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
The scene here is a very busy one, and I never was so interested in any public

measures in my life as in the support of Mr. Pitt and the King at this moment, looking
upon it as my duty to do all in my power to stem the torrent of profligacy which the
Opposition and their King seem determined to hazard with the good sense, decency,
and character of the country. I really do see such things, and hear of such doings, that
my tolerant spirit cannot forgive, and if you had not very good information of them, I
should think myself bound to treat you with them. The Nevilles, Fortescues, Jemmy,
and the General, being in town, we make a very strong corps together; and we are
sent to White's every night to gain intelligence for our ladies, who are not a little
animated in favour of the good cause. Charles Fox and Pitt were at issue yesterday in
the House, when the former advanced the most extraordinary doctrines, considering
his former opinions in the Whig Club and in Parliament on constitutional points.
I hope the nation will see what lengths he is capable of going when it answers his
purposes. I do not hear of many rats running as yet, except the Duke of Queensbury,
Lord Brudenell, and W. Gerrard, Hamilton, and Sir Robert Smyth, but probably
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some more dirty dogs will follow them. The Chancellor seems very sour and crusty,
and certainly does not like Pitt, but I cannot believe he will do otherwise than right
on this momentous occasion.

 
* * * * *

 
We sat yesterday till eight, in the Lords, and thought Lord Camden imprudent

in touching upon what had passed in the Commons the day before, as it gave the
Opposition an excuse for being violent; it, however, had one good effect, that the
Chancellor opened enough of his sentiments to show that he means to stand by his
colleagues. His speech was not long, but one of the finest I ever heard, and made so
strong an impression, that we gave him a merry "Hear, hear," which you know is not
very frequent in the House of Lords. I think we shall carry the question of restrictions
very powerfully in the Lords, as I hear of no rats but the Duke of Queensbury, the
Duke of St. Albans, and Lord Rodney. In the Commons, a great deal will depend on
the state of the King's health at the time the question comes on, and on the previous
activity of Pitt and his two secretaries, in talking a little to dubious friends, which
they have not time nor inclination to do, notwithstanding so much depends upon it.

Adieu, my dear Lord. Our joint and kindest love and remembrance attend you
both.

Yours ever, &c.
Pray order your secretary to send me word of the number and income of the

tide-waiters' offices which you can spare me, as I have dependants enough if they
are as highly paid in Ireland as in England. In the meantime I give you the name
of John Thomas, for one of them. Did you ever promote one Alexander Gammach,
tide-waiter at Belfast? Pray do before you quit Ireland.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 11th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
You will, no doubt, be as much surprised as I was, to find that the notion of

the Prince of Wales's right was brought forward yesterday by Fox in the House of
Commons. It was a matter of no less astonishment to many of his own friends, who
were by no means prepared for the assertion of such a doctrine. One should lose
oneself in conjecture, by attempting to find out what motive can have induced him
to take exactly the most unpopular ground on which their side of the question can
be rested. I was not in the House; but I find there was an impression on our friends,
that in his second speech he had rather seemed desirous of stating the proposition
less strongly.

Our present idea is, that it will be right, in consequence of this debate, that
nothing should be moved on the first day (which, I think, cannot be till Wednesday)
beyond the abstract proposition, as maintained by Pitt; namely, that in every case of
suspension or interruption of the personal exercise of the royal authority, otherwise
than by death, the care of making provision for the emergency rests with the two
Houses of Parliament. These are not the words, but the substance. A stronger
question we cannot desire.

12th.  – I intended to have sent this off to you yesterday; but was kept in
the House of Lords till it was too late. You will see by the papers, better than
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I can pretend to retail it, what passed there. The doctrine, as stated by Lord
Loughborough, was not quite so strong as Fox's; but is sufficiently so, to be
reprobated by every lawyer in the country. Even Erskine says openly, that he cannot
go this length.

The idea is, and some words which Fox dropped yesterday in the House of
Lords seem to confirm it, that whenever the report of our Committee of Precedents
is made, which will probably be to-day, or, at latest, to-morrow, he intends to explain
away his assertion, into the mere statement, that the Prince has such pretensions to
a Regency as Parliament cannot overlook. Be this as it may, we are determined to
state the right distinctly, by a resolution of the House, before we proceed to any
other measures.

Fortescue has this instant been with me, to say that he has heard a report, said
to come from a considerable Oppositionist, that they have resolved, in consequence
of the examinations and particularly Willis's, to accede to the proposed restrictions,
for a short time, reserving to themselves the right of contending for more, should
the continuance of the King's illness appear to give grounds to expect that it will be
permanent. I do not think this by any means impossible, because the question will
clearly go against them in the present moment; and this appearance of moderation
may give them grounds at a more distant period. It is difficult, however, to conceive
that they can make up their minds to wait so long without a greater struggle.

Only think of Fox's want of judgment, to bring himself and them into such a
scrape as he has done, by maintaining a doctrine of higher Tory principle than could
have been found anywhere, since Sir Robert Sawyer's speeches.

I enclose the examination of the physicians before our Committee. I am sorry
to say, that the examination before the Lords is infinitely less decent and respectful,
and goes into a variety of particulars, which, I am sure it will shock you to read, as
it did me to hear them.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

I do not know in what manner what Thurlow said about Ireland will be represented in the
papers, not having seen them. It was so enveloped, that I, who heard it, could form no notion what
his opinion is. In the debate in the House of Commons, I mean, for your sake, to state my principles
on that subject distinctly.

Sir William Young, in the next letter, reports what was done on Pitt's motion for the Committee.
SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.

House of Commons, Friday, Half-past Five, Dec, 12th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
Fox got up, on Mr. Pitt's having moved for a Committee to inquire into the

state of the nation on Tuesday. Fox explained away much of the harshness of the
doctrine of right in the Prince of Wales to assume the royal authority during the
temporary incapacity of the King; but left all the substance of the doctrine. He then
spoke his sentiments of what ought to be done, whatever the manner; namely, to
recognize, or confer, as others might say, full regal authority on the Prince, for the
time of the King's incapacity. He then called on Pitt to relieve the nation from doubt,
and give an opening of his plan.

Pitt, in reply, stated the point of law and the Constitution yet to be at issue,
the substance of difference yet remaining, and that such great question could not be
slurred over. It must be decided by Parliament, and should be the first subject of
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debate and decision; namely, for Tuesday. It was a question for themselves and for
posterity. He then said, that the outline of his plan was, as matter of discretion and
conveniency, to appoint the Prince of Wales sole Regent, with no permanent council,
with power to remove and make his Ministry at pleasure, and with all other regal
powers necessary for giving force, dignity, and vigour to his Administration; but with
no powers that might be needless, intrench on the Crown, and cause embarrassment
on the King's recovery, &c.

Our business for Tuesday, therefore, is the question of right.
Pitt stands higher and higher in general estimation. As I passed the gallery to

write this, Marquis of Townsend caught my arm, and said: "A glorious fellow, by G
– , Young! His speech is that of an angel."

Post bell rings.
Yours ever,
W. Y.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 13th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I must refer you to the papers for an account of our triumphant day in the

House of Commons yesterday. You will see by that, that I was not mistaken in my
opinion that the doctrine of the Prince's right was not likely to be a very popular
one. Fox found that by what he said before he had offended so many people, that
he was obliged to take the very first moment of explaining it away; still, however,
he has left it in such a shape that we cannot fail of debating it with great advantage.
He intends, as you will see by his speech, to move the previous question on Pitt's
proposition, which he is afraid to attempt to negative. After this recantation was
over, the day was closed by such a blunder of Sheridan's, as I never knew any man
of the meanest talents guilty of before. During the whole time that I have sat in
Parliament, in pretty warm times, I never remember such an uproar as was raised by
his threatening us with the danger of provoking the Prince to assert his right, which
were the exact words he used.

You may conceive what advantage all this gives us, especially when coupled
with the strong hopes entertained of the King's recovery. The account, as given at St.
James's, is rather less favourable this morning. I do not well know how to account for
this circumstance, as the letters from persons immediately about the Queen continue
as favourable as ever. I rather guess it to be Warren's malice against Willis, who
was yesterday put into possession of many points which they had disputed with him,
particularly the right of signing the reports. I imagine he was unwilling the first day
of this to contest with Warren about the precise words.

There is a report, which I heard yesterday before I went to the House, and
which Fox's speech appeared to countenance, of their intending to acquiesce in the
limitations, provided they are established only for a short time.

The precise mode of carrying our propositions into effect is not yet settled.
Our general idea is, that the two Houses should authorize the Chancellor to put the
great seal to a Commission, empowering the Prince to open the session. And that
then the propositions should then be brought forward in the shape of a Bill, to which
the Prince may, by a similar Commission, be authorized to give the royal assent. We
shall, however, in the course of two or three days have reduced this to form, and I
will then send it over to you.
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Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

The report alluded to above turned out to be true, which could be said of few of the reports that
were so industriously circulated during the King's illness. The Prince's party, finding it impossible
to get rid of the restrictions, were ready to enter into a compromise, and to agree to them, provided
their duration was limited to a certain period. A Bill to that effect was afterwards introduced. But
Ministers were not inclined to accept compromises when they had the power in their own hands to
dictate conditions; and so the limited Regency scheme came to nothing.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stratton Street, Dec. 13th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
The account at St. James's this morning is, that the King had a quiet night; but

that, on awaking, His Majesty was more unquiet than yesterday. Unless something
very particular is noted in these official returns of the King's health, shall not in
future transmit accounts so inconclusive to such a distance. The disorder in its nature
is subject to intervals, and to variations which even a medical inquirer could not
build upon, without being a witness to such vicissitudes of malady or having a recital
of each minute symptom, and that with comments. Each authentic account, more
in detail, as it comes to me you shall have; and then, too, the St. James's note as
a corollary.

After my note from the House of Commons – which, if your Lordship can
read, I do not think I now could, such was the haste of scribble – Sheridan threw
out the menace which the papers state, with Pitt's answer; the comment on which
is, in the mouth of Opposition: "Pray, for God's sake, don't put a question, and urge
it to a division, which will ruin our pretensions as Whigs if we do, as we must do,
divide against it."

On walking out this morning, the first thing that struck me, was a long row of
handbills, stuck from one end to the other of the wall of Devonshire House; in which
a few words of Fox for the Prince's prerogative, and of Pitt, in reply for privilege of
Parliament and liberties of the nation, were not badly selected.

We are likely to have a conversation in Parliament, I am pretty authentically
informed, of even a more delicate nature than the last; John Rolle intending to bring
forward his old subject of Mrs. Fitzherbert.

Rolle and Sheridan had a whispering conference under the gallery for some
minutes; the result of which, Sir J. Scott, Solicitor-General, with whom I dined, said
he understood to be firmness on the part of Rolle, in his intention at a proper time
to come forward.

To our question of right, on Tuesday the previous question is expected from
Opposition; and that they will be stronger on that point than any other, from having
the timidity of some, co-operate with the interestedness of others. The list on that
day will be worth marking. I trust we shall yet have a great majority of Parliament
who will not submit to be dragooned out of their privileges and freedom by an Irish
Brigade.

Grattan is every day under the gallery, not admiring, I hope, the Captains
Sheridan and Burke. I know not which side he leans to.

Adieu, my dear Lord. My wife desires to forward her kindest wishes and best
respects to the Marchioness, with your most affectionate and devoted friend's,

W. Young.
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MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 14th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I received this morning your letter of the 8th, and am very sorry that I am so

hurried to-day as to make it absolutely impossible for me to enter into the subject
which you discuss, in the manner which I should wish. You will collect from a former
letter my general notions upon it, but I doubt whether those may not be considerably
varied by the consideration which you suggest of being able to carry more for the
King by remaining, than otherwise.

I have had a good deal of conversation with Pitt on the subject. He promises me
that he will, immediately after Tuesday, discuss it thoroughly with me, and enable
me to send you his decided opinion how you ought to act. I find, from what he says,
that he apprehends Lord Thurlow's opinion to be contrary to ours. This, however,
seems immaterial, except with a view to future support, and, probably, cannot easily
be brought to a point, as no Cabinet measure or instructions can be grounded upon
it. The idea still continues of proceeding by Bill; and as we preface that with an
assertion of the right in both Houses, it must still be a considerable time before any
measure can come in question with respect to Ireland.

I believe we shall word the proposition in a less abstract form, and apply it
more particularly to this individual case, still, however, asserting the right.

The account is less favourable to-day, notwithstanding that of yesterday. I saw
a letter from Willis to Pitt, in which he said that the King "had passed the day calmly,
and was, in other respects, much the same as yesterday."

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 15th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I had yesterday some conversation with Pitt on the subject of your letter, which

I had received in the morning.
On the best consideration, we agreed that the line I before mentioned to you

is the best which you ought to follow; that you should write a letter, to be delivered
immediately upon the Prince of Wales being Regent, to state the doubts, to suggest
the solution of Lords Justices, to desire His Royal Highness's commands upon the
danger of giving offence here, by the appearing to raise difficulties in Ireland. This
was agreed to be more proper, even to the King, than leaving them to open the
Parliament. Pitt has received a very haughty letter from the Prince of Wales to
Thurlow, complaining of his general behaviour to him, and of his not having had
Pitt's plan communicated to him, and ordering Thurlow to require him to send it
to him in writing. Pitt has sent a respectful answer, disclaiming any disrespect to
him; but saying that he does not think it proper to do this until the question of right
has been discussed.

It is reported that the four Princes of the blood met yesterday, and agreed to
refuse the Regency under any limitations, and this is to be declared in the House of
Commons to-morrow. I have reason to believe this to be true. Pitt saw the Queen
yesterday; I do not know what passed, though I think he is satisfied.
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I enclose a letter from Camplin, upon which you must decide. I have not yet
seen Captain Nugent, who has sent me a letter from you, but his business is wholly
out of our cognizance.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
When Pitt was at Kew he saw Willis, who told him that he did not think the

difference in the King's state within these last two days, of the smallest importance.
That this sort of fluctuation was naturally to be expected, and did not in any degree
diminish his hopes, which are as sanguine as ever.

MR W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 17th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I have nothing to add to what I said in my last letter, on the interesting subject

of your situation and conduct in the events that may most reasonably be expected to
arise. It appears, however, to me, to be of the utmost importance that you should not
neglect for a moment taking the opinion of the law servants of the Crown in Ireland,
with respect to the operation of a new patent granted by a Parliamentary Regent
here, under the English Great Seal, previous to any proceeding having been held in
Ireland. I have a real confidence in Fitzgibbon's honour; but I think this a point of
much too great importance to yourself, to be vested on verbal opinions. You may,
and I think ought, both to keep these written opinions secret, and to require them
to do so; but as soon as you have received them, you should, I think, transmit them
to Lord Sydney, to remain in his office. You will observe that the ground is now
in some measure cleared for you by the declaration of right, which we came to last
night, and which will certainly be agreed to by the House of Lords. I expected to
have been able to send you an exact copy of the resolutions, but am disappointed.
You will, however, probably see them in the "Morning Chronicle," if that comes
out early enough for the post. The first states the fact of the King's present inability
to attend to business, "and that the personal exercise of the royal authority by His
Majesty is thereby for the present interrupted."

The second: "That it is the right and duty of the Lords and Commons
(describing them as in the preamble to the Bill of Rights) to provide the means of
supplying the defect in the personal exercise, &c., in such manner as the exigency
of the case may appear to them to require."

The third: "That for the above purpose, and for maintaining entire the
constitutional authority of His Majesty, it is necessary that the said Lords and
Commons should determine on the means by which the royal assent may be given
in Parliament to such Bill as may be passed by the two Houses, respecting the
exercise of the royal power, in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, during
the continuance of His Majesty's indisposition."

I believe I have given you very nearly the words, which I ought to remember,
having employed very near the whole of two days in settling them with Pitt and our
lawyers.

Our principle is, that the King's authority remains entire. That no legislative
act can be done but with the formal sanction of his assent. That no person can take
upon him to give that assent, except by the direction and authority of the two Houses,
who have the right, in the present emergency, to act for the King; but must, even in
doing that, adhere as nearly as possible to the forms of the Constitution.
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Fox opposed these resolutions, in one of the best speeches I ever heard from
him; but I think indiscreetly supporting and enforcing all his old ground of the
Prince of Wales's right. Towards the end, he made a violent personal attack on Pitt,
intimating that he was desirous, through envy, to weaken the hands of those who
were to be his successors. This opening was not neglected by Pitt, but laid hold of
in a manner which enabled him to speak of his own conduct towards the King and
the Prince, and towards the country in the present moment, and to contrast it with
that of his opponents. I never heard a finer burst of eloquence, nor witnessed such
an impression as it produced. But you will know all this better from the papers.

The division exceeded our expectations. All the neutrals, and many of the
wavering people, and some of the most timid of our friends, were against us, on
the ground of the inexpediency of agitating this question. You will also naturally
see that something is to be allowed for the impression of two Princes of the blood
speaking; one of them to assure the country that the Prince of Wales would not urge
this claim, and both beseeching, as a sort of personal point, that it might not be made
necessary to come to a division upon the question. Still, however, the impression
which the claim itself had made on the country, was such that it was a point of real
duty to quiet people's minds upon it. But it cannot be surprising, that under all these
circumstances, and under the fear of some unexplained danger, many people should
be caught by a previous question. I was a little mortified at finding our friend Sir P.
P. among these. I had no previous intimation of this till I saw him in the division, nor
have I had any opportunity of conversing with him since. I am not sure that he did
not think he ought to have been a Lord of the Admiralty instead of Lord Hood. It is
either that, or his intercourse with some of the Independents. On the whole, I think
it better to leave him to himself, as I do not think I have sufficient influence over
him to do any good, and the attempt might do harm. You know best how you stand
in that respect. We have certainly no claim upon him beyond friendship and opinion.

Lord Lonsdale's people were against us, in consequence of a letter, written by
the Prince of Wales himself, soliciting it as a personal favour. This, which I know
from authority, may serve to give you an idea of the pains they had taken. They
were so confident, that, on Sunday night, Fox assured the whole party, at a general
meeting at Burlington House, that he had no doubt of beating us. I imagine that we
are now sure of carrying our restrictions, and probably by a larger majority.

Lord Loraine has separated himself from the Duke of N.; in consequence of
which, Rainsforth has vacated. We do not know who comes in, but Lord Loraine
says it is a friend.

Gerard Hamilton is among the rats, which is no small amusement to me, who
have frequently been abused by Pitt for my bad opinion of him, at the time that
he was swallowing toads à toute outrance. There are one or two more individual
members in the House of Commons, but nobody of any consequence but the Duke
of Queensbury, which, though everybody expected it, is nevertheless a thing that
raises my indignation in no small degree.

The popular opinion shows itself every day more and more, and I have no
doubt you will hear of addresses, &c. Fox's declaration of the Prince of Wales's
right has been of no small service to us. Is it not wonderful that such great talents
should be conducted with so little judgment?

Our mode of proceeding will now be to communicate these resolutions to the
Lords; and when they have concurred in them, then to bring forward the plan; and
lastly, to authorize the Lord Chancellor to put the Great Seal to a commission to His
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Royal Highness, to empower him to open the Parliament, and afterwards to another
(at least, I think they should be separate), authorizing him to give the royal assent
to the Bill appointing him Regent.

You will easily see, that all this will be no very short proceeding. In the
meantime, the prospect of the King's recovery is daily growing more favourable.
Willis and Addington have both said, separately, that his emotion at seeing the
Queen for the first time, and his subsequent agitation, instead of being discouraging,
were symptoms highly favourable. He is now quite calm; and at three o'clock
yesterday, the account which came from Willis was, that he was better than at any
time since his illness.

It will be ridiculous if he should recover just in time to give the royal dissent
to the Regency Bill – which is not impossible. The more probable supposition is,
that they will just have time to parcel out the spoils, to dismiss us, and to hold their
offices about a month; and so will end (if this should happen) the third reign of
King Charles III.

So little was said about Ireland, that it would have been an affectation in me to
have talked about it; besides this, I had no opportunity of speaking that pleased me.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
What I mentioned in my last about the four Princes, I now know not to be

true with respect to the Duke of Gloucester, who has held aloof from all cabal with
them, and even declared in the House of Lords that he had done so.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 19th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I am very sorry that this letter must necessarily be so short, as I should have

great pleasure if there was time to state to you the particulars of our triumph, and
of the effect which it has produced, and which is indeed little less than miraculous.
It certainly exceeded my expectations; but it was so infinitely beyond what our
opponents had thought possible, that they are beat down by it beyond all description.
I hope you will hear all this more particularly from others. I write now only for the
purpose of sending you the following paragraph from a letter of Willis's to Pitt last
night, which he showed me. W. is speaking of the effect of the blisters. He says:
"From this, and from several other little occurrences in the course of these last three
days, I am more than ever confirmed in my opinion that there can be no doubt of
the King's entire recovery."

I know the pleasure which this will give you, and therefore send it, though in
great haste.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 21st, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I have delayed writing for these two or three last days, in hopes of being able to

give you an account of the event of our second division, which has, as you will have
seen, been deferred from day to day, and now is finally fixed for to-morrow. The
adjournment on Friday was necessary, on account of Pitt's health. He had entirely
lost the use of his voice by a cold, so that he could not have spoken five sentences
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together, and he was in other respects much exhausted. Our friends were a little
chagrined at the delay; but it was unavoidable, and will not, I hope, be productive
of any inconvenience.

Our next question is not a pleasant one. It turns on an abstruse maxim of
law, which makes it necessary for us to take a very circuitous mode of doing a very
plain thing. The necessity of it is forced upon us by our lawyers, whom we could
not otherwise have satisfied, with regard to the second proposition which we have
voted. I am indeed convinced, that, in strict law, they are right, and that the mode
now proposed is the regular and proper mode of doing what is required to be done.
At the same time, it would have been more agreeable to have had a more familiar
and obvious measure to defend in such an assembly as the House of Commons.

We shall probably lose some individuals, both on this question, and on the
subsequent question of restrictions; but we have some new recruits, who were absent
by sickness, or other accidents; so that, on the whole, I hope the difference will not
be considerable, though nothing can exceed their industry in canvassing, except the
open manner in which they offer every sort of bribe.

We have some idea of making the restrictions temporary, by which means
they will certainly be much more palatable. You will observe that almost all the
physicians seem to point out the probability of his recovering within a year or a year
and a half, if at all. This seems to afford a real ground of expediency, besides giving
a strong topic of argument for imposing the restrictions only for a similar time. This
point is, however, not yet determined.

The accounts from Windsor for the last week, though they have varied, are
yet, on the whole, less favourable than before. Willis ascribes this entirely to the
effect of the blisters, which give him great pain; and Willis says that is, on the whole,
by no means an unfavourable symptom. The effect, however, which these accounts
produce here, is injurious to us, and must be the same in Ireland. Our solid ground
of hope does not appear to be in the smallest degree weakened.

You will see in the Opposition papers that they are beginning to abuse the
Queen in the most open and scandalous manner. I collect from this that they have
some information, on which they can depend, with respect to her sentiments, and I
conjecture that they are such as we could wish.

If we were together, I could tell you some particulars of the Prince of Wales's
behaviour towards the King and her, within these few days, that would make your
blood run cold; but I dare not commit them to paper, because of my informant.

The demands of the Opposition appear to have risen and fallen with the bulletins; and according
as the King was better or worse, the resistance to the limitations was faint or violent. The conduct
pursued by the Prince's party to obtain votes and strengthen their parliamentary influence, is not
shown in a very favourable light.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stratton Street,
Monday, Dec. 22nd, 1788.
My dear Lord,
I should scarcely venture to anticipate a subject, the event of which within

twenty-four hours may belie any pretensions of political sagacity, might not the
difference of one day's post from London eventually delay your receiving a letter
for a week, should wind and sea prove perverse, as when I passed my Christmas
at Holyhead. This, and the anxiety for intelligence, which must necessarily arise
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from the suggestion in my note of Saturday, induces me to pursue the matter I
then opened, and the more especially as the circumstance, I foresaw, is now more
than likely to occur. As I purpose closing this letter at the House of Commons,
and the last moment which the post may allow me, I shall have to transmit fact in
lieu of probability; at present, I state briefly my grounds for the latter – namely,
that the specific great question, whether the Prince shall be Regent without any
limitations, and invested with the full prerogatives of royalty, will be agitated and
decided upon this Monday night. The turn of debate and temper of the House on
Friday, which induced me to suppose such question might be pressed upon us, have
induced others to press it. This morning a printed paper hath been sent to certain
members, containing a motion for addressing, and an address at length to the Prince,
corroborating what Mr. Steele told me yesterday, that Fox's party had some design
in view for Monday. Letters having been sent in Fox's name to several members,
requesting attendance and an answer; and that Mr. Pitt had written in like manner
to such as he apprehended might be withdrawing for the Christmas holidays, with
the same unusual request of answer. Two of these letters (pretty long), to Sir H.
Hoghton and to Mr. Pye, I afterwards had the perusal of.

The true friendly language, and which I openly hold, is that we shall be stronger
on the division than before; such language is proper, because ordinary men consider
numbers as a shelter for their opinions and conduct, and some even consider it as the
test of truth. But this language hath not its origin in my judgment and feelings. There
are circumstances which impress great doubt on my mind, whether the division can
be so favourable to our wishes, as was the last. Taking the data of the examination
of the physicians, the King's recovery therein presumed, gives a vantage-ground in
argument for limitations. But I am sorry to say this ground is now shaken: the public
is no longer sanguine in hopes, medical gentlemen have generally conspired to render
the object of recovery much more doubtful at least, and the physicians about the
King have had dissensions and disputes amongst themselves. It is now rumoured that
Dr. Warren wishes to be re-examined. All this is indeed not before the House of
Commons, and the report of the physicians is; I think, therefore, that though not so
decisive, we yet shall have a considerable majority on the premises; but even for this
dependant on other considerations – namely, how far apprehensions of the King's
actual demise may operate from, I believe, the faithful report of the day, that a fever
is come on, and that for a day or two past the King has had a constant sweating of
the head, to which he was at no time before accustomed. According to wishes or
fears, men construe this crisis to portend health or decease; the political effect in
the alternative, being in the first case uncertain, in the second case certain. The bent
of this is against us, as few narrow motives and personal considerations may extend
and favour the active spirit of subornation which stalks in open day, with each hand
full of patents of honour and purses of money. Offers have been so prodigal that not
fifty years of patronage could accomplish the performance. Those gentlemen who
have rejected these kind tenders of service speak openly, and no notice is taken. In
these moments of public curiosity, it may not be so well to trust names to a letter.
I could give you several.

The bearing of this letter is thus unfavourable to this night's debate terminating
fully as we could wish, though yet I think for us. Having thus far written, I shall
pocket my paper for the purpose of adding what I can at the House of Commons.

House of Commons,
Half-past Five, Monday, Dec. 22nd, 1788.
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I dined at three, at a coffee-house, with my cousin, old William Lawrence,
who called on me; Smith, member for Sudbury, leader of the Dissenters, joined us
on the walk, and was of our dinner party. Lawrence said he wished a compromise, a
limited regency for a year, and then to take up the business anew, if the King was not
recovered, on the other ground, and he is a leading country gentleman of their party,
Smith is in an unqualified manner with us; and Thornton, whose place in the House
is next to me, being equally staunch, I augur that we have all the Dissenters' interest
with us. Indeed, generally speaking, the House looks better for us than I expected,
and I doubt not our majority, yet thinking it will not be great; indeed the House is
not nearly so full as it was on the late question, and the apprehensions I set out with
of temporizers and shirkers, as we called them at Eton, seem confirmed.

Edmund Burke arose a little after four, and is speaking yet. He has been wilder
than ever, and laid himself and party open more than ever speaker did. He is Folly
personified, but shaking his cap and bells under the laurel of genius; among other
things, he said Mr. Pitt's proposals could not be adopted, as gentlemen, as cavaliers:
the word will not be forgot.

Fox is present, but looks very ill. Pitt looks recovered. Your brother in high
glee at Burke. Burke stated the Chancellor to be like to the God Priapus, and Pitt
the carpenter. He run his idea to a charming extravagance, and finished by declaring
that "he could not be a votary to Priapus, the false God! vid. Horace, &c."

The question is an amendment of Dempster's, to follow; the Lords and
Commons, &c., determine "to address the Prince of Wales, to take on him the
Regency, &c."

Adieu, my dear Lord. Your Marchioness in health, and a boy, and yourself
in all good that Providence can dispense, is the prayer of your most faithfully
affectionate and devoted friend, &c.

W. Young.
Six o'clock.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Tuesday, Dec. 23rd, 1788.
My dear Lord,
Never did any debate of nice discussion go off better in our eye than that of

last night: never was I more agreeably surprised than by the result – having gained
nine on our former majority. The House was thinner by forty at twelve at night, than
the debate before at three in the morning. The shirkers I alluded to may now come
in, and we may augur our future divisions to be yet stronger and more decisive: our
rats having all shown their tails on last night's motion to address the Prince.

Sir John Aubrey, rat-major, receiving his emoluments of the Treasury for five
years, and declaring himself unconnected with any, afforded a subject of general
laugh. Master Popham, Sir Samuel Hurmery, James Macpherson, W.G. Hamilton,
&c., &c., followed the illustrious Aubrey. Fox, after Pitt's reply, and his own
rejoinder, paired off with Stevens of the Admiralty. The Marquis of Lansdowne's
friends, Barré, &c., were with us. Masham, voting for the Address, declared himself
not precluded thereby from voting for limitations. Drake, on the same head, not to
preclude himself, left the House. We shall, therefore, have those two. Sir John Scott
spoke with such learning, truth, and uncommon energy of reasoning and language,
that he carried the House with him, and extorted from Lord North, in particular,
the highest compliments ever paid to a lawyer in the House of Commons. I never
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heard Fox speak so temperately, or better, in point of argument. Pitt, in reply,
was equally great. He stated, to conviction, "the fiction of the law, which admitted
the application of the royal political authority, when the personal was disabled, as
implicated in the very principles of hereditary succession, which otherwise would
suffer interruption from nonage, infirmity, dotage, and every contingency in the state
of man." Sheridan spoke very ill: very hot, injudicious, and ill-heard. Rolle, whilst
adverting to Sheridan's speech, made use of a remarkable expression, and which
seems to hint some future acting up to the rumours of his purpose. He said that in
proper time, "He should heartily vote for the Prince's being Regent, if the Prince
had done no act by which he had forfeited pretensions to executive government in
this country."

Our resolutions being carried to the Lords, in conference this day, on Friday
next the Lords will debate thereon. Lords Townshend, Romney, Radnor, and many
other occasional opponents, I understand to be decidedly with us on the second Whig
resolution.

In speaking of our debate, I had forgot Burke, who, after I finished my last
night's letter, finished his wild speech in a manner next to madness. He let out two of
the new titles – Fitzwilliam to be Marquis of Rockingham, and Lord G. Cavendish,
jun. His party pulled him, and our friends calling "Hear, hear," we lost the rest of
the twenty-five new Peers, who would all have come out.

For the King's health, the world is yet in expectation of some crisis. The St.
James's notes of last night "quiet," or "unquiet," are disregarded, as too general, or
as of course; and accounts from ladies about the Queen, and from the physicians
themselves, pass in the greater circles, still mentioning violent intermitting fevers,
and profuse occasional perspirations. Having generally, in my last, stated that the
faculty had conspired to render the public less sanguine, I mention to your Lordship
only what T. Warner, above seventy years of age, and forty years first surgeon of
Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospitals, told me, "Being at the head of these city hospitals,
he has been often called in to meet the physicians of Bethlem, where a surgeon for
scalping, &c., was required, and that a madness after fifty, without a clear assignable
cause – and that cause to be reached by surgery or medicine – did not admit a perfect
recovery above one time in an hundred." The opinions of many others of the faculty
are bandied about; but, as matter of conversation for your private ear, I give this
particular one as authentically coming to my own knowledge.

You'll observe in this day's papers, a meeting advertised of the bankers. It is
understood to be for the purpose of tendering W. Pitt, on his going out of office, a
transfer of £3000 per annum, Bank Stock, or a principal of £50,000, in the name
of the commercial world.

Adieu, my dear Lord. Health and prosperity be yours, and be assured that you
have no one more devotedly attached than your most affectionate and obliged friend
and servant,

W. Young.
MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.

Whitehall, Dec. 23rd, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I received this morning your letter of the 18th; but am so much engaged to-day

that it is impossible for me to enter into it, which I will, if possible, do to-morrow. I
write now only to press again, in the strongest manner, that you will get Fitzgibbon
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and Wolfe to state all the particulars of the case, particularly as to the form of the
enrolment of your patent under the Irish Great Seal, and to give you their opinions
and arguments upon it. I will then take care to know Kenyon's sentiments on that
paper, and if I can, the Chancellor's; but you are not ignorant of the bias of his mind,
which is, on all occasions, to consider the relative situation of the two kingdoms, not
such as it is, but such as it was, and as he thought it should have remained. My idea
of your tie by no means went to your pledging yourself to do any act so contrary
to your duty and feelings, as the recommending from the throne, in Ireland, a form
of Regency varying one iota from that adopted here. On the contrary, I think you
should give it explicitly to be understood, that everything in your power will be done
to preserve entire this link of connection. And under this explanation only, do I think
you ought to offer the proposed alternative.

I say nothing of our triumph last night. You will hear it from other quarters;
and you will probably be able to judge of its extent, by knowing the confidence with
which the enemy looked to gaining upon us on this occasion. It is, I think, now quite
certain that we shall carry our restrictions.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

Another letter upon the Irish difficulty, into which Mr. Grenville enters in elaborate detail:
MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.

Whitehall, Dec. 25th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
I am extremely anxious that you should lose no time in transmitting over to

England an exact statement of the case respecting your commission, and of the
points and arguments on which your lawyers ground their opinions, in order that
they may be well considered here by those who are interested in your situation and
character, as deeply and as warmly as Pitt and myself. You mention in your last, that
it has occurred to you, that it would be right if you are intemperately removed to
desire the opinion of our judges on the point. But you do not seem to consider that,
whenever that case occurs, you may have to decide on the moment, either to quit your
Government, and to swear in the new Lord-Lieutenant, or to hold it against him, in
contradiction to the orders of English Government. Suppose he should himself be
the messenger of his own appointment, as was the case with the Duke of Portland.
The same reason exactly exists for it now as before, namely, the fear of suffering
the dismissed Lord-Lieutenant to meet the Parliament, especially in a moment when
their conduct is so important. The best and, indeed, almost only security that you
could have in such a case for the justification of your own conduct, whatever it might
be, would be the having given a full previous intimation to the English Government
of the difficulties and dangers of the case.

You say that I should feel myself at liberty to act for you on the pressure of
any unforeseen case. I certainly should; and my confidence in your affection, and in
your persuasion of my desire to do the best for you, would encourage me to take, if
it were absolutely necessary, steps even of considerable delicacy and difficulty. But
I cannot but be infinitely anxious, as far as possible, to be previously in possession
of your ideas on every case that can be foreseen. Besides this, I am at present unable
to do the precise thing which I think would be the most desirable, because I am
not myself in possession of the particular forms of your commission's passing in
England and in Ireland, so as to be able to state them to others. And yet this is the
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point on which, in one view of the case, the whole question turns. I confess that,
in my own individual opinion, there is another point distinct from that of forms, on
which I should be disposed to maintain the incompetence of any English revocation
of your commission. It is this:

We (that is Pitt and his friends) hold and have persuaded Parliament to declare
that, in such a case as the present, the right of providing for the emergency rests in the
two Houses, not as branches of the Legislature, but as a full and free representative
of all the orders and classes of the people of Great Britain. Now the moment that
we admit this, we do it on the ground of this being a case unprovided for. If it
is so in England, it is unquestionably equally unprovided for in Ireland; and the
right of making such provision must of necessity rest in the same manner in the
Lords and Commons of England. There is this difference, that here the Parliament
could not be legally opened, unless the Lord Chancellor had taken upon himself
to put the Great Seal to a commission for that purpose, whereas your commission
enables you (as I understand) generally to open and hold Parliament. But even in
your case, it seems to me to be a doubt whether you can regularly do this without
having received the King's pleasure for it, and whether your opening the Parliament
in such circumstances is not an act very much of the same nature as the Chancellor's
would have been if he had sealed such a commission.

In the same view of the subject, I should most earnestly deprecate your taking
upon yourself to issue a further prorogation. Surely, under such circumstances as the
present, the two Houses should themselves decide, and not any individual for them,
whether it is expedient or not to proceed to any business. My clear and decided
opinion on that subject is, that you should go down on the day of meeting, and state
the circumstances of the case, saying that you have ordered the several examinations
of the physicians before Council and before the two Houses here, to be laid before
the two Houses. Your Ministers should then, upon that, propose to adjourn to a
further day, on the ground of its not being known (as it cannot then be known) what
form will be adopted here, and of its being, at all events, desirable that they should
be in possession of that fact before they deliberate, especially as the Government
may go on in the interval without inconvenience.

If you see no objection to this, it is, I think, high time that you should write an
official letter, stating all the circumstances of the situation, and that your intention
is, unless you should be informed that it appears to His Majesty's servants to be
improper, &c., to meet the Parliament on the 20th, for the purpose which I have
stated.

It is excessively important that you should, at the same time, transmit, either
publicly or privately, such a case as I have mentioned, considering the subject in
the two points of view: first, with respect to the particular forms; and secondly, to
the question, how far any difference in point of form can preclude the Parliament
of Ireland from the exercise of the same substantive right as that which we have
declared to vest in us under the existing circumstances.

I have great doubts of the propriety of what you mention of an address of
the two Houses to empower you to give the royal assent to any Bills, because that
would prematurely, as it seems to me, bring into discussion the great question of
all – namely, how far the Lords and Commons of Ireland have the right, either
of commanding the use of the English Great Seal, or of superseding its use, in an
instance in which that, and the concurrence of the English Council, are fundamental
points of the present constitution of Ireland. I am quite sure that the safest of all
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things will be the adjournment; and I think it very improbable that such a proposal
can be opposed, as it must extremely fall in with the wishes of the party who are
looking to the Government immediately after the passing the English Bill. I have
no means of knowing or guessing at General Pitt's intentions, but should think they
can be no other than royal.

You could surely find no difficulty in pledging the servants of Government
in Ireland to the adjournment; because it can so clearly be argued not to preclude
any future opinion on the subject, and still less to pledge anybody to the adoption
of the English system; but only shows the opinion of the Irish Parliament, that a
knowledge of the system adopted here, is a point which they wish should enter into
their deliberations respecting Ireland.

I am much amused with the circumstance of Lord Sh. and Lord T. having sent
their proxies, as it has answered no other purpose but that of pledging them; for it
now seems to be agreed, that no use can be made of proxies in a case where the
Parliament does not legally meet, but is rather to be considered as an extraordinary
assembly of the same persons who constitute the two Houses of Parliament. It is
something more than a Convention, and something less than a Parliament.

Our triumph here is very great. The indignation of the two Princes is, by what
I hear, beyond all measure or bounds. The steadiness of the House of Commons on
this occasion is no bad lesson to them, and I believe they will long remember it.

Ever yours,
W. W. G.

In the House of Peers, Ministers did not come off so triumphantly. Lord Bulkeley
communicates the result, and enumerates the rats.

LORD BULKELEY TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Dec. 27th, 1788.
My dear Lord,
We divided last night at half-past twelve; our majority was 33, the members

being 99 to 66, which in the House of Peers was certainly a large minority. The
rat Peers were Duke of Queensbury, Marquis of Lothian, Bishop Watson, Lord
Malmesbury, Earl of Abergavenny, Lord Chedworth, Lord Audley, Lord Eglinton;
and all of the armed neutrality, who are: Duke of Northumberland, Lord Rawdon,
Lord Selkirk, Lord Breadalbane, Lord Hawke, Lord Kinnaird, Lord Shaftesbury,
Lord Huntingdon; Lord Lonsdale absent; Lord Lansdowne with us, and spoke
better than I ever heard him in my life, fewer flourishes, and less rhodomontade.
The Chancellor spoke incomparably; and did give it Lord Loughborough and Lord
Rawdon most completely, particularly the former, who felt it. We are in good spirits,
for we fall with éclat, and high in public estimation. I have no time to add more; but
that I am yours affectionately,

B.
The Opposition are in great hopes of a riot in the Irish Parliament.

MR W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Dec. 28th, 1788.
My dear Brother,
The messenger carries with him, as usual, the account received to-day from

Kew. I do not know that I have anything material to write in addition to my former
letters. I stated to you on Friday, at length, the strong objections which both Pitt and
myself feel against your idea of proroguing the Parliament. If any accident should
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detain that letter till after you receive this, I hope you will take no step of that sort till
you have received that letter, and seriously considered the nature of our objections,
which seem to me to be of the utmost importance.

The belief that the Prince of Wales will certainly accept seems to gain ground.
It is most probable that we shall be enabled to speak with more certainty on this
subject in the course of to-morrow, as a letter is to be written to him to-day by the
Ministers, stating the outlines of their plan. It will not materially differ from what
I originally stated to you. Peerages, grants for life (with the necessary exceptions),
and reversions, are to be restricted for a certain time, which will be about a year and
a half. This time is fixed in consequence of what you will observe in the evidence
both of Willis and Addington, who both state the recovery as infinitely, and beyond
all calculation, less probable if it does not take place within that time. Some line is to
be drawn with respect to the King's household, but what that shall be is the subject
of this morning's deliberation. It is a point of delicacy and difficulty. The entire
custody, management, and government of the King's person; the appointment, &c.,
of his physicians, and the regulation of his actual family, &c., is to be vested in the
Queen, with the advice of a Council, to be named and removable by her. The idea
of a Council of Regency to assist the Prince, but to be removable by him, seems
to be given up.

Our division in the House of Lords, though sufficiently decisive, was less than
it would have been, owing to a variety of accidental circumstances. There is every
reason to believe that we shall divide stronger on Monday. I have no apprehension
whatever as to the carrying our restrictions in the House of Commons. Accidental
circumstances may vary our majority from 50 to 80; but there can be no doubt of
success. There seems very little reason to believe that they will venture to dissolve
Parliament till March or April, if they do it then, which I doubt.

There certainly never was in this country, at any period, such a situation as
Mr. Pitt's. It is no small addition to the satisfaction which we derive from all these
events, to observe that every man of all parties seems to feel how well the game
has been played on our side, and how ridiculously it has been mismanaged by our
opponents. Add to this, that they are all quarrelling amongst themselves, and that
we were never so united as at this moment. With all these reflections you will own
that the prospect before us is not an unpleasing one. The opinion of Willis continues
as sanguine as ever.

Believe me, my dear brother,
Most sincerely and affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

Lord Bulkeley announces, with exultation, the division in the Commons, and returns to his
enumeration of rats.

LORD BULKELEY TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Stanhope Street, Dec. 29th, 1788.
My dearest Lord,
We are in high spirits here at the first majority of 64, and at the last of 73,

which, considering the open and undisguised canvass of the Prince and the Duke
of York, and the very liberal distribution of promises from both, does the House of
Commons a great deal of honour. Parry fell down in a fit about two hours before
the division of the first day, and was carried home in a chair speechless, where
he remained confined till Monday, when I polled him by means of a pair with Sir
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Robert Clayton, which T. Steele arranged for him. A certain lady in St. James's
Square has been tampering with Parry, and he certainly vented all his grievances
into the compassionate bosom of that active and politic fair one, who has likewise
infused such a political ardour into the mind of her dear Sir Poddy, that on the
first division he was seen to take down the names of the different speeches and the
members, besides other occasional notes. I have not been in St. James's Square since
I have been in town, the manner with which they affect to treat me being such that
an old English Baron cannot put up with; besides we are not in the best of humours
at present, Sir Poddy being unwell, and unable to attend the last division and we
find it difficult to sing the praises of the Prince and the Duke of York on the usual
themes of filial piety, virtue, &c., in the face of a majority of 73 in favour of a
falling Minister.

Sir George Warren was one of the rats, which Lady B. was much affected at.
He and Lady W. dined with us the day before the first division, and both sung the
praises of Mr. Pitt, and expressed the warmest anxiety for the King's recovery. I
was not all surprised, well knowing his rattish dispositions. Glynne Wynne, whom
I have been working for three years to detach Lord Uxbridge from, has, with the
utmost effrontery, cast his benefactor off, and set him at defiance, to which he has
been led by promises at Carlton House. I trust we shall be able to do his business on
a dissolution, and he well deserves it, being one of the first of scoundrels.

 
* * * * *

 
I subjoin a list of those members who usually have voted with Mr. Pitt, who

have quitted him in the late divisions, i. e. rats.
Yours sincerely,
B.
Sir Peter Parker.
Sir George Warren.
Sir J. Aubrey.
Sir S. Hannay.
Sir Charles Gould.
James Macpherson.
– Clevland.
Glynne Wynne.
Gerrard Hamilton.
– Fraser.
– Osbaldiston.
The Lonsdales voted against Pitt in the first division, and staid away the

second. The Lansdownes voted with Pitt in the first, and, I believe, in the second,
or staid away.
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1789

 
DEATH OF THE SPEAKER – MR. GRENVILLE ELECTED IN HIS PLACE –

COMMITTEE ON THE REGENCY – THE HOUSEHOLD BILL – CONDUCT OF THE
PRINCES – ADDRESS TO THE PRINCE OF WALES FROM THE IRISH PARLIAMENT
– RECOVERY OF THE KING – DECISIVE MEASURES OF LORD BUCKINGHAM –
IRISH PROMOTIONS AND CREATIONS – DISSENSIONS IN THE ROYAL FAMILY –
MR. GRENVILLE APPOINTED SECRETARY OF STATE – MR. ADDINGTON ELECTED
SPEAKER – LORD BUCKINGHAM RESIGNS THE GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND.

The one absorbing subject which for the last few weeks had engrossed the public mind, almost
to the exclusion of every other consideration, kept the Parliament sitting close up to Christmas-day,
in the year just expired. On the 23rd of December, a resolution, vigorously opposed by Lord North
as instituting a fiction in lieu of the royal authority, was adopted, empowering the Chancellor to
affix the Great Seal to such Bill of Limitations as might be necessary to restrict the power of the
future Regent; but Ministers had no sooner succeeded in carrying their object to this important stage,
than a new impediment presented itself. On the 2nd of January, 1789, Mr. Cornwall, Speaker of
the House of Commons, died. It was immediately decided that Mr. Grenville should be proposed
to succeed him. On all accounts, it was indispensable to hasten this arrangement, as the functions
of the Commons were unavoidably suspended in the interim. A serious obstacle arose from the
informality of the proceeding, the sanction of the royal approbation being necessary, according to
custom, upon the nomination of a new Speaker. The elastic character of the Constitution, however,
although not providing direct remedies for such special cases, admits of adaptation to the most
unforeseen exigencies; and so urgent was the pressure of affairs at this agitating juncture, that the
irregularity was passed over by the tacit consent of all parties.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Jan. 2nd, 1788.2

My dear Brother,
You will probably not be a little surprised at the contents of this letter. The

Speaker died this morning at about nine o'clock, and after some consideration, it has
been determined that I should be proposed to the House to succeed him. I am not
quite sure whether the choice will come on to-morrow or Monday. The situation is
a new one, it having always been held, that the King's commands are necessary for
the election of a Speaker, and his approbation for confirming him in his situation.
But this cannot be had under the present circumstances; nor can the House take
any steps to supply the deficiency till they have a Speaker. At the Restoration and
Revolution, the House, in both instances, chose a Speaker, who was acknowledged
as such, and was never afterwards confirmed by the King.

With respect to myself, the time for deliberation has not been long. But upon
the whole, I think the decision which I have made is clearly right. If the King
recovers before Parliament is dissolved, it is clearly understood that my acceptance
of this situation is not to prejudice my other views; and in the public opinion, the
having filled this office, though but for a short time, will rather forward them. If the
Regent goes on without dissolving, I am then in a situation which, though perhaps
not perfectly pleasant, is nevertheless respectable, and will give me occupation. If
they dissolve, and carry the Chair against me in the new Parliament, I do not see how

2 This is the date in the original, but it is evidently a mistake. Mr. Grenville forgot that he was in a new year.
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I stand worse, in any respect, for having held this office. Such is my reasoning, and
I think you will approve it. As far as I can judge, there is no doubt of my carrying
it now. I have not yet heard whether they start any opponent, but I think they have
none whose personal connexions can materially vary the proportion between the two
parties: it is very sufficiently decisive.

I have not heard the account of to-day at St. James's. Nothing can be better
than all the accounts, both public and private, for the last three or four days. It is
certainly not sanguine to entertain the very best hopes; and the progress has even
been more rapid than Willis expected; so that I think we may look with some
confidence to March or April at latest.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Jan. 4th, 1789.
My dear Brother,
The plan for the Regency was sent to the Prince of Wales in a letter from

Pitt, three days ago, with an expression of his readiness to give any explanation,
either in person or in any other manner that he might intimate. Yesterday his answer
was received, directed to the Cabinet. It is long, and with much affectation of good
writing, and is in parts of it well expressed, in other parts confused and timid. It
ends, however, with saying that if these restrictions are adopted by Parliament he
will accept.

I have no doubt of carrying the Chair to-morrow, but not a little doubt whether
I ought to have accepted it. The die is, however, now cast. The restrictions will, I
think, pass without much difficulty.

I still adhere strongly to my opinion about the prorogation, because I think
there is a wide difference between exercising during the King's health a power
which he commits to your discretion, but which he might if he pleased regulate by
instruction at any moment, and exercising the same power now when you are to state
that the King is prevented by infirmity from attending at all to the administration
of his Government. I am sure that your acting in the manner you speak of is liable
to, and will probably bear, the very worst construction in the minds of the public
here; and I cannot for the life of me conceive what fear there can be that the two
Houses will not adjourn, considering that the great point which they all wish, is that
they may not be obliged to pledge themselves. The extraordinary anxiety in those
whom you see, to get you to prorogue, is, in my opinion, a very strong proof of their
being actuated by that sort of wish.

I have not time to write any more, except to express my anxiety to hear how
Lady B. and your child go on.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

There was no doubt about the issue of the election to the Speakership. "Your brother William
will certainly be Speaker," writes Lord Bulkeley on the 3rd, "and has already stood the hoax at
White's, where it was debated last night whether he should wear a wig or his own hair." The election
went off to the entire satisfaction of Mr. Grenville, who, reporting the event, says that "the majority,
though quite large enough, would have been larger if they had divided half an hour later, as nearly forty
of my friends were locked out below, and about eleven of theirs." With his customary philosophy,
he made the best of everything; but he does not disguise from Lord Buckingham that he had strong
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doubts in his mind whether he ought to have accepted the Chair. The Opposition might, probably,
have been stronger against his election, but for the belief that prevailed that the King was getting
rapidly better. "The progress of the King," observes Mr. Grenville on the 7th, "is such, according to
our accounts, that it is by no means impossible, nor even a very improbable case, that before the Irish
Bill can pass, he may re-assume his Government."

Another contingency that weighed with the floating mass of undecided politicians was the
rumour which now began to be circulated that the Regent would not dismiss the existing Ministers
till the end of the session.

LORD MORNINGTON TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Jan. 6th, 1789.
My dear Lord,
As I understood that Sir W. Young and Bernard wrote you an account of

the division last night, which placed Grenville so honourably in the Chair of the
House of Commons, I did not trouble you with any letter by the post of yesterday;
but I cannot deny myself the pleasure of acquainting you, that nothing could be
more perfectly satisfactory to all our friends than the conduct of the new Speaker
on an occasion naturally distressing; his speech of excuse, and his speech from
the steps of the Chair, were universally admired, they were both so composed and
delivered as to render a scene, which I have always understood to be very ridiculous,
really interesting and affecting. It is deemed a misfortune amongst our friends, that
the practice of printing the Speaker's speeches on this occasion in the journals is
now disused. Grenville's speeches would have done him the highest credit, as well
as afforded an excellent precedent to future Speakers. I have prevailed with Mr.
Speaker to mount his wig, and the whole apparatus to-day: he must consider this as
a young lawyer does his first appearance at the bar, and the sooner the laugh is over
the better for the dignity of the Chair. Whatever may be Grenville's future fortunes,
it can be no discredit to his character to have been placed in the Chair by such a
majority, in such times and circumstances, and at his age.

I write no accounts of what we are doing, you hear that much more correctly
from Grenville. I am anxious to know what will be the temper of Ireland at the
meeting. Grattan is as much a creature of Fox and his party, as the meanest libeller in
the "Morning Herald;" he lives entirely with them. I hear Pelham is to take his father
on his back to the Government of Ireland. Grattan will stand, in my opinion, on most
unpopular ground, if he either attempts to assert the hereditary right of the Prince,
or to give him larger powers in Ireland, than the Parliament of this country entrust
to him for the administration of the British Government. The hereditary right, I
suppose Grattan will not venture to touch; and the latter proposition, I think, might
be argued exactly as he argued the Perpetual Mutiny Bill, and other questions, where
the danger of larger powers in Ireland than were held in England by the same hands,
were considered with a view to the Constitutions of both countries. This argument
is, in my opinion, clear, if the rights of the King on the throne are admitted to be
the rights of the people at large, and if they are not, I know not why they exist.
I have not much fear that the Irish Parliament will listen to such proposals. As to
reversions and offices for life, a Regent, who has not the power of granting them
here, and attempts to obtain it in Ireland, can mean nothing else than to indemnify
his disappointed friends in England at the expense of Ireland; I do not think this can
go down. On the whole, I think your argument in Ireland stronger in every view than
ours here, and that is saying a great deal.
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Arthur informs me that my Trimmers wish to have a company of foot
quartered on them. I am sure I have no objection to your giving free quarters to the
whole army on the worthy inhabitants of that ancient and loyal town.

I sincerely wish you joy of your son, and hope the bad weather does not affect
either him or Lady Buckingham.

Ever, my dear Lord,
Yours most affectionately,
Mornington.
What think of Sir John Aubrey, rat?

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Jan. 10th, 1789.
My dear Brother,
I send you a letter of Camplin's, about an exchange which had been proposed.

We have no news here – everything remaining in precisely the same state. The
Committee, will, I think, most probably not make their report to-day, though we
meet for the chance of it. In this manner, it will be impossible that the restrictions
can be opened before Tuesday or Wednesday. The debates of the Committee have
been conducted with great heat and violence on both sides, and much indecency
towards the King, particularly from Fox and Burke. They are now endeavouring to
turn it into a personal attack upon the Queen, for having wished to make one of
the reports of the physicians more favourable, and for having dismissed Baker from
her service, on the ground of the great inattention towards the King and his family,
which appears on the face of his former examination: he having perceived symptoms
of this disorder so early as the 22nd of October, and having, subsequent to that time,
entirely left the King.

The examination of Baker and Warren state the probability of recovery as
being nearly the same as when they were before examined, but rather less. Willis
and Pepys state it as much greater; particularly the former of these two, who speaks
in the most sanguine terms. The answers of Reynolds and Gisborne are also, as I
believe, favourable.

These delays put all idea of dissolution out of the question, till the end of the
present session, at soonest; and that cannot take place, according to my calculation,
till the end of June. People begin to speak doubtfully about the Regent's making any
immediate change, and I know that some of their friends affect to hold that language;
but I am inclined to think that, however difficult it may be for them to undertake the
Government under the existing circumstances, it is absolutely impossible for them
to satisfy the Regent, or to quiet their own dependants, without running that risk.

Fox is apparently recovering, but slowly.
Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Jan. 12th, 1789.
My dear Brother,
I understand from different conversations, as well as from the general report

here, that there is an intention of moving for an Address to the Prince, such as was
proposed here, immediately on the first meeting of the Irish Parliament. Grattan,
&c., &c., are all going over, so as to be in Dublin by the 20th. He is understood
to have entered completely into all the views of the party here, and to be ready to
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pledge himself to all their doctrines, maintained, or retracted, or both. I thought it
right to give you this intelligence, although you will probably hear it from many other
quarters, and though I have very little apprehension, indeed, from the effect of such
a manœuvre. If anything could more completely ruin them here than they are ruined
already, it would be such a measure. As to its effect in Ireland, I cannot persuade
myself that there can be any difficulty in getting people to pledge themselves not
to run before this country; and to appoint a Regent, without conditions, in Ireland,
before it is even known what conditions are to be proposed, much less whether they
will be adopted by the British Parliament. At all events, however, the battle must be
fought; for it would be the most disgraceful thing in the world to appear to give it
up, or rather not to appear to dispute it inch by inch.

Lord Glendon and Lord Fairford are both going over to assist you. They
both complain (particularly the former) of want of attention from you; but I am
so accustomed to such complaints, without foundation, that I am not disposed to
give much credit to them in this instance. I understand that Lord Hillsborough has
expressed himself on the subject in a more decided manner than you seem at all
disposed to give him credit for.

Our report cannot probably be made to-day; but when it does appear, I am
told that the impression of it will be favourable to the idea of the King's recovery.
Surely, when this circumstance is taken into consideration by your Irish speculators,
in addition to the many other considerations which make everybody here allow that
Pitt's side has the best of the day, they will not be induced to hazard so decisive
a step as you must give them to understand their agreeing to this Address will be
considered.

It was mentioned to me, that considerable offers had been made to Corry. I
mention this to you, but you will probably be able to ascertain the truth of the report
more accurately than I can.

It is worth observing, that the appointment of a Regent in Ireland by Address
goes directly to dissolve the Union of the two kingdoms, because a Regent so
appointed could not command the use of the English Great Seal.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Jan. 19th, 1789.
My dear Brother,
I was so knocked up on Saturday, that I found it impossible to write to you;

though there is one circumstance, which, if I had been acquainted with, would have
prevailed over all fatigue – I mean that of Captain Nugent's having voted against
us upon the second division. The question has not been distinctly stated in any of
the papers, as far as I have seen. It was a proposal of Fox's, that the restrictions,
particularly that of peerage, should continue only for a limited time; by which means,
we should have been placed in this sort of situation, that if, at the expiration of that
term, the King should be so far recovered, as to afford hopes even of an almost
immediate recovery, the Regent would be able, by a sudden creation of Peers, to
make it impossible for him to resume his authority.

Nugent had voted with us upon the first question; but was, I suppose, led away
by some part of Fox's speech, which had the effect of carrying over Bankes and
about six or seven more of our conscientious friends. I think it right to mention this
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circumstance to you, though not with any view of suggesting what you may think it
right to do. I shall, I own, be much mortified if he should vote against us on Monday;
but nothing that you can do will be in time enough to prevent that. I do not feel that
I can take any measures on the subject, although I certainly have no doubt what your
wishes would have been if you were on the spot.

I find, from general report, that some of our friends are staggered about the
household resolution, which is to be proposed on Monday. It is, therefore, probable,
that we shall not carry this by so triumphant a majority as we have the other
questions. I think, however, there is little doubt that we shall carry it; and that is the
point of real importance.

I shall be anxious to hear the event of your meeting. You will have observed
that, by Lord Sydney's despatch, a latitude is given you of proroguing, in stating the
opinion of the King's servants on the different points. I thought, when the despatch
was shown to me, that this was a favourable circumstance, as, from your letters, it
seemed to me at that time very doubtful whether you would not have adopted that
measure; and, in that case, I felt that you would certainly have been glad to have
this sort of sanction.

Believe me ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
The Duke of Leinster has, as I suppose you know, written to the Prince

of Wales, to offer himself to him. The consequence has been, that Lord Charles
Fitzgerald has declared, that he does not consider himself in a situation to be turned
over from party to party every half-year; and that he has hoisted an Orange cape. He
will, as I understand, not go over to Ireland at the meeting; and I take it for granted,
that in case of a dissolution the Duke will not re-elect him.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Jan. 19th, 1789.
My dear Brother,
Since I wrote my other letter of this date, I have received yours of the

15th, stating your alarm at the lies spread in Ireland about the proceedings of the
Committee of the House of Commons. You will, long before this, have received the
report itself from me, and by reading it, will have found how much more favourable
the account of the King's situation appears from that examination, and how much
you are in the wrong to suffer your noble spirit to be cast down by such weak
inventions of the enemy; and above all, how monstrous the idea is that Fox is to gain
with the public by a transaction which only shows their inveterate malice against
the King and Queen, and its utter impotence. Your expressions of duper and duped,
you will see are equally inapplicable to our representations of the King's situation,
which I think you will still believe to be as authentic and as credible as the lies which
Grattan and Forbes retail from the porter's lodge at Carlton or Burlington House.
Seriously speaking, I am vexed to see the importance which you attach to all these
reports, because I know that it must work and agitate your mind. A whole life would
not suffice, on my part, to answer every lie in circulation: but I beg you to believe
that although, perhaps, naturally a little sanguine in my temper, yet that if there
was any really unfavourable circumstance which arose here, I would not conceal it
from you. The King is better ever since that examination; and this I speak on no
partial authority, but on the information of Warren himself, who gave yesterday to
the person who repeated it to me a much more favourable account.
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I have not time to answer the rest of your letter to-day. Our Bill is not prepared
yet, nor can be till the resolutions have been agreed to by both Houses; but it will
be short, and nearly in the same words with the resolutions, adding only the oath of
office from the Regency Bill of 1765, and a few other particulars.

Ever yours,
W. W. G.
I suppose you know that Lord Spencer certainly goes to Ireland.

The notion that the Regent would continue Mr. Pitt and his friends in office was rapidly
dissipated during the progress of these discussions. The Household Bill, alluded to in one of Mr.
Grenville's letters, gave deep offence to His Royal Highness; and from the moment that part of the
plan was disclosed, there was no longer any disguise about the fact that the Prince had not only made
up his mind to dismiss the Ministers, but that the list of the incoming Administration was actually
settled, and ready for use. The object of the Household Bill was to confide to the Queen the care of
the King's person, and the disposition of the royal household, which would have the effect of placing
at Her Majesty's control the patronage of four hundred places; while the Regent was to possess no
power whatever over any office, reversion, or pension. This appeared to the Prince and his allies a
monstrous proposition, calculated to introduce "weakness, disorder, and insincerity into every branch
of political business;" to "separate the Court from the State;" to "disconnect the authority to command
service from the power of animating it by reward;" and to impose on the Regent "all the invidious
duties of the kingly station, without the means of softening them to the public by any one act of
grace, favour, or benignity."

In these poised and melodious sentences (said to have been written by Burke) may be
recognized the policy of the master spirit that raised the storm which was to overwhelm Ministers.
When the moment came, however, at which it should have burst – Pitt's motion for the Address –
Fox was absent. "Fox is gone to Bath," says Mr. Grenville. "Whether he is very ill, as some say, or
wants to shirk the discussion about Mrs. Fitzherbert, as others assert, I know not."

This business of Mrs. Fitzherbert, of which we hear something in these letters, was suspended
like a sword over the heads of the royal Opposition; and whenever it threatened to descend, they
endeavoured to escape from it by avoiding the discussion, or to avert it by abating their violence.
The rumour, however, which ascribed Fox's absence on this occasion to that cause was certainly
unfounded. On the 19th of January, he made his motion for limiting the continuance of the
restrictions; and on the 26th he was ill at Bath, where he remained for some weeks in a precarious
state of health. His loss was severely felt by his party. Ministers were triumphant in both Houses.
The incidental shocks they experienced from the vibrations of that class of persons designated by
Mr. Grenville as "conscientious friends," and from the defection of the rats, had been completely
recovered in the final majorities of Lords and Commons; and although Fox may not have thought
it prudent on some occasions to enhance the inevitable defeat of the Prince's followers by assisting
at their discomfiture, it is unlikely that even the dread of a debate on Mrs. Fitzherbert would have
kept him away at this critical juncture.

While these discussions were going on, always ending in fluctuating majorities for Pitt, the
Prince of Wales and his brother, notwithstanding the dissipation in which they indulged, were
indefatigable in their efforts to cultivate popularity. Thus writes Lord Bulkeley:

The Princes go on in their usual style, both keeping open houses, and
employing every means in their power to gain proselytes, attending the Beefsteak
Clubs, Freemason meetings, &c., and will probably very soon attend the parochial
meetings of Lord John Townshend's Committee in Westminster. Notwithstanding
all this, the Parliament still continues steadily to Mr. Pitt, which, considering the
looseness of morals and of the times, does the members great credit. * * * The
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Duke of York never misses a night at Brookes's, where the hawks pluck his feathers
unmercifully, and have reduced him to the vowels I. O. U. The Prince likewise
attends very often, and has taken kindly to play.

General Cuninghame appears to have disappointed the expectations of his friends at this period,
and, although present in the House on the 19th, did not vote. It was the next thing to ratting, and
seems to have been regarded in that light by Lord Bulkeley.

General Cuninghame has been blowing hot and cold in his language here, but
has not voted, not even last night, when he appeared for the first time in the House.
I have had a letter from the Duke of Dorset, complaining of his conduct in not
resigning his seat, as his conscience troubled him.

No man had so keen a scent for rats as Lord Bulkeley, and he was generally in advance of his
party in detecting them.

Thurlow and Loughborough were both ill at this time ("which," says Sir William Young, with
a touch of sarcastic humour, "will much shorten the progress of the Regency Bill in the Lords"); and
on the 2nd of February, when Mr. Grenville, in his capacity of Speaker, attended at the bar of the
House of Peers to hear the Commission under the Great Seal read, Thurlow was unable to attend, and
Lord Bathurst officiated for him. The night before, Thurlow declared, as reported by his physician,
that "if he were ten times worse, he'd go, by G – ;" his physician, however, overruled him; and the
obstruction of his presence being thus fortunately removed, it was anticipated that the progress of the
Bill through the Lords would be so rapid as to place the Regent on the throne in a fortnight. Active
preparations were, consequently, set on foot for settling the new Administration. Amongst the other
great situations, Ireland was offered to the Duke of Northumberland, who declined it, and then to
Lord Spencer, who accepted it, with Pelham for his secretary.

Ireland was a considerable item in the calculations of the Opposition. "The Prince and the
Opposition," writes Lord Bulkeley, "have great hopes of a riot in their favour in the Parliament of
Ireland." Some such result was to be apprehended from the temper of the people, and the adverse
views they took of the Regency question; although a true sense of their own independence ought to
have shown them that there were national objections against allowing the Prince to indemnify himself
by the use of the royal prerogatives in Ireland for the restraints which were put upon him in England.
The object to which, under these difficult circumstances, Lord Buckingham and Mr. Grenville
directed their attention, was to assimilate, as nearly as possible, the Regency Bills in both countries, so
as to prevent the occurrence of so great an anomaly as that of having a Regent whose powers should
be strictly limited in the one kingdom, and who should, at the same time, be invested with unrestricted
powers in the other. The Parliament of Ireland possessed the unquestionable right of deciding the
Regency in their own way, leaving the legal validity of the act for subsequent consideration; and
as it was understood that the Opposition intended to move an Address to the Prince, which there
was reason to believe they would be able to carry, calling upon His Royal Highness to assume the
Government of Ireland unconditionally during the term of His Majesty's illness, the position of Lord
Buckingham had become peculiarly embarrassing. What course should be taken in the event of such
an Address being carried? This question is anxiously discussed in numerous communications between
Lord Buckingham and Mr. Grenville and other members of the Government. The predicament was
so strange, and involved constitutional considerations of such importance, as to give the most serious
disquietude to the Administration. The first expedient thought of was to delay the proceedings of
the Irish Parliament, by adjournment, or any other available means, till after the Regent had been
appointed in England, provided the motion for the Address could be successfully resisted in the first
instance. But as it was almost certain the Administration would be beaten on that motion, it remained
to be determined whether Lord Buckingham, in that event, should refuse to transmit the Address to
His Royal Highness. Upon the propriety of so extreme a measure Mr. Grenville entertained some
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doubts in the beginning. By refusing to transmit the Address, the Lord-Lieutenant would clearly put
himself in the way as an obstacle to that mode of providing for the emergency which the two Houses
of Parliament were determined to adopt; or, on the other hand, by sending it he would make himself,
in some degree, a party to a request by which His Royal Highness was asked to do an act which
he, Lord Buckingham, held His Royal Highness to be precluded by law from doing. Such was the
dilemma as it presented itself to the mind of Mr. Grenville. One escape from it was, to forward the
Address, accompanied by a representation from Lord Buckingham of his own views of its illegality.
Another was, to resign.

In the meanwhile, the projects of the Opposition in England were checked by the gratifying
accounts from Kew. The King was visibly improving, and hopes began to be entertained that there
might be no necessity for a Regency after all. The letters of Mr. Grenville, reverting to the opening
of the Parliament, trace the progress of these circumstances in detail.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Feb. 2nd, 1789.
My dear Brother,
Our Parliament has this day been opened by Lord Bathurst, the Chancellor

being so ill as to make it absolutely impossible for him to come down. The
Commission was first read, and then Lord Bathurst said, in a few words, that the
Lords Commissioners being empowered by the said Commission to declare the
causes of calling the Parliament, thought it their duty to call the attention of the two
Houses to the melancholy circumstance of His Majesty's illness, and to recommend
to them to provide for the care of His Majesty's royal person, and the administration
of the royal authority during His Majesty's illness, in such manner as the exigency
of the case requires.

I think that my former calculation is rather too sanguine, and that the 18th is
the soonest that the Bill can pass, allowing for the debate, of which notice has been
given in both Houses, on the Committee for the royal assent. The idea is, that the
letters of dismission are ready written, and will be sent that day.

I cannot yet learn, with certainty, who is to be the Home Secretary of State.
It is supposed to lie between Lord Stormont and Lord Rawdon; and there is a report
that they are quarrelling about that as about everything else, and that the Duke of
York espouses Lord Rawdon's cause very warmly.

The accounts of Fox are that he is not at all better, and that he has not been
able yet to drink the waters. His death would throw them into complete confusion,
though the Prince is so far pledged, that even in that case he must attempt to form
a new Government.

We mean (but this inter nos only) to move an Amendment upon the Address,
expressive of our satisfaction at the flourishing state in which the public affairs are
delivered into His Royal Highness's hands, and of our hope that the same principles
and measures will continue to be pursued. I have no doubt of our carrying this, in
their teeth.

Everybody seems to think a dissolution certain. I imagine it cannot by
possibility take place till May or June, though some people expect it in March.

I believe I mentioned to you in my last the great improvement which these last
few days have made in the King's situation, and the strong hope which we derive
from it.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
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MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Feb. 7th, 1789.
My dear Brother,
I do not know of anything that has happened here since I wrote last, which is

worth mentioning to you. Our Bill is to be in the Committee to-day, and Monday, so
that I guess we shall not get it into the House of Lords till Wednesday or Thursday.
This will put off the passing a little beyond my calculation, and I imagine the Regent
will not now be in full possession of his office till about the 19th or 20th. I wait
with much impatience to hear what has passed on Thursday in the Irish Parliament.
I find that people here, those at least with whom I converse, are indifferent about the
success of the measure in Ireland, but are much exasperated at the madness and folly
of the people who are endeavouring to stir fresh questions of separation between
the two countries.

The accounts of the King still continue to be very favourable, but I have not
heard what degree of hope Willis grounds on this long period of tranquillity. I
should think that the breaking out in the neck must be a favourable circumstance,
but I begin to think the time long if he still continues without real amendment of
the complaint itself. This, however, arises more from one's natural impatience than
from any reasonable ground which there is to think worse of the case from this
circumstance.

One hears of nothing now but of the intended arrangements. Among these,
the military is not the least curious part. His Royal Highness the Duke of York
is to be Commander-in-chief; Fitzpatrick, Secretary at War; and there are to be
four Field-Marshals; consisting of the Regent himself, of the Dukes of York and
Gloucester, and General Conway. These Field-Marshals – of whom three never saw
a shot fired, and the fourth of whom has not served for six-and-twenty years, except
in the very peaceful situation of Commander-in-chief in England for a few months
at the end of the war – make a pretty curious promotion. Faucitt is to continue,
notwithstanding a positive promise of the Duke of Portland's to General Vaughan,
for the sake of securing his vote and his brother's. They are to make all the Colonels
Major-Generals, down to Lord Rawdon. The list of the Prince's aides-de-camp you
will have seen in the papers.

Lord Spencer is declared for Ireland.
The accounts from Bath say that Fox is better, and will recover.
The town and neighbourhood of Buckingham have voted an unanimous

Address to Pitt, without any of us knowing a word about it. It is signed by near two
hundred persons, as Jemmy tells me, for I have not seen it.

I am living in hourly fear of having a meeting called in the county, which would
be a troublesome and useless thing, though, I understand, the sense of the yeomanry
is entirely with us. I hear nothing of their intentions in case of a dissolution, but
much doubt, from what I hear, whether they will think of doing more than ousting
Aubrey, which they may do very peaceably; for by what I hear, he would not have
ten votes.

I have, at length, decided not to think of the Bolton Street house, at least for
the present year, as the repairs necessary to make it habitable amount to so large
a sum. Perhaps, if I was to be re-elected after a dissolution it might be worth my
while; but that is, as you will easily suppose, a very doubtful contingency. Is it not a
singular thing that it should be doubtful at all, and that there should be any chance
of beating them in the new Parliament on such a question as that?
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Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.
I open this letter again, to let you know that I have just received an account

of Sir Thomas Halifax's death, which happened this morning. This circumstance is
not a little perplexing to me, especially in Bernard's absence. I have sent an express
to Chaplin to desire him to come to town to-morrow, and I shall then hear what he
says. The thing to be wished is, that we could secure Bernard's election, now and
hereafter, without much increase of expense; but on that whole subject I am very
much at sea, and there cannot be time to hear from you and him upon it. Perhaps
Chaplin may think it better that we should now propose some other person, who
might be supported by Lord Chesterfield's interest, and not appear so decidedly
connected with us as Bernard is. We had a scheme for a candidate of that sort at
the general election, and Lord C. was inclined to give into it. At all events, I think
it is absolutely necessary that Bernard should come over instantly, as his presence is
equally necessary, either as a candidate or in order to get a repetition of the promises
which this intervening election might otherwise be construed to annul.

I have heard, since I wrote the preceding part of this letter, that the Chancellor
has been at Pitt's to-day, with an account that he had seen Warren this morning, who
had spoken to him in a very favourable manner of the King's present state, and had
even said that he thought the amendment so material, that he had felt it his duty,
immediately on coming to town, to wait upon His Royal Highness with the account.
So there is a little bane for your rats.

Ever yours,
W. W. G.

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Feb. 14th, 1739.
My dear Brother,
Although I have nothing else to write to you, yet I could not refuse myself the

pleasure of letting you know that I have been at Kew to-day with Pitt, and that the
account which he received from Willis is such as to confirm and strengthen all our
hopes. The public account is, as you will see, that the King continues in a state of
gradual amendment; and every circumstance which we can learn, affords us room
to entertain the most sanguine hopes. What has already passed in the public, on
the subject of Willis, and the violent attacks of Opposition against him, have made
him more cautious and reserved in what he says, and he particularly desires that his
name may not be quoted. But I could not find in my heart to conceal from you the
favourable manner in which he speaks of the present situation.

His account is confirmed by that of the other physicians, who all speak the
same language. Sir G. Baker told him to-day, that if it was the case of a common
patient whom he was attending, he should not think it necessary to give him any
more medicines. The most favourable circumstance of all is, the great abatement of
the pulse, which, till now, has always been much too high.

You will easily imagine how much speculation all this makes, and a more
curious scene, I think, I never saw. The prevailing opinion is, that we are not to be
turned out. There is a report, which is very confidently circulated (but I do not vouch
for the truth of it), that the Duke of Portland has positively told His Royal Highness
that, under these circumstances, it is impossible for him to take any share in a new
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arrangement. It is also said that they have quarrelled about the Prince's debts, but
these are points of which I know nothing but from report.

The account which Lord Chesterfield had yesterday from his friends at
Aylesbury tallies with Chaplin's, as to the possibility of Bernard's success, though it
is not quite so sanguine as to numbers. If he succeeds at all, this last point may be
no misfortune to him, as it will diminish the claims upon him.

Ever most affectionately yours,
W. W. G.

The Irish Parliament had met in the interim, and were debating with extraordinary vigour and
asperity the Address by which the Prince of Wales, before he had been appointed Regent in England,
was to be invited to assume at once the functions and privileges of the Crown in Ireland. Many of the
usual supporters of the Government, including even some persons in high employments, had joined
the ranks of the Opposition; and Lord Buckingham in his letters to Lord Sydney declares that his
powers had been annihilated by that lapse of the sovereign authority which led to this result, and
that it would be no longer proper for him to interfere any further, except only in reference to the
"usual business of the kingdom." Acting on the pressure of these circumstances, he felt it due to his
own credit, and to the service in which he was engaged, to tender his resignation, as appears by the
following letter from Mr. Grenville:

MR. W. W. GRENVILLE TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM.
Whitehall, Feb. 13th, 1789.
My dear Brother,
We have no news here, except of the favourable accounts of the King's

situation, which are every hour more and more confirmed. All our present anxiety
is, to keep down the too sanguine expectations of our friends, in order to prevent
their being too much damped by any check, which Willis considers as an event
by no means unlikely, and not such as in any degree to diminish his confidence in
the King's recovery. From the general turn of people's conversation here, it seems
by no means certain that the Prince will take any step for dismissing the present
Government, if the King continues to mend. It would, indeed, be a measure so
grossly indecent to turn out the King's servants at the eve of his recovery, that
it would be too strong even for those counsels by which His Royal Highness has
hitherto been actuated. But there is another consideration which will possibly have
still more weight, namely, that the acceptance of office under such circumstances
would put his friends to considerable inconvenience and expense, such as to be by
no means worth incurring, if they are to hold them for so very short a period as
the King's present situation appears to indicate. This mode of reasoning is of itself
sufficiently obvious, and I understand that the Prince has held a language which
corresponds with it, since so great an alteration has taken place.

Under these circumstances, you must see that the letter which you sent me is
clearly inapplicable to the present situation. If, contrary to our present expectation,
the Prince should dismiss us all immediately, I will lose no time in sending that letter;
but if not, it seems to be the wish of all your friends that you should remain where
you are for some little time, in order that you may not have the appearance of being
driven away either by the event which has happened, or by the violence of the abuse
thrown out against you. I see and acknowledge the difficulties of such a situation,
and lament that you should in any case be subject to them, but you must, on the other
hand, consider that these difficulties do not of themselves, unaccompanied by other
circumstances, afford a reason for withdrawing yourself from them. I am far from
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being desirous, for many, very many reasons, that your stay should be prolonged
to the usual period of a Lord-Lieutenant's reign; but I cannot help most earnestly
wishing that you could, in some mode or other, struggle through the present session,
in order to cover your retreat, which will otherwise by your enemies be represented
as a flight.
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