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William H. C. Folsom
Fifty Years In The Northwest With An
Introduction And Appendix Containing
Reminiscences, Incidents And Notes

PREFACE

At the age of nineteen years, I landed on the banks of the Upper Mississippi, pitching my tent
at Prairie du Chien, then (1836) a military post known as Fort Crawford. I kept memoranda of my
various changes, and of many of the events transpiring. Subsequently, not, however, with any intention
of publishing them in book form until 1876, when, reflecting that fifty years spent amidst the early
and first white settlements, and continuing till the period of civilization and prosperity, itemized by
an observer and participant in the stirring scenes and incidents depicted, might furnish material for an
interesting volume, valuable to those who should come after me, I concluded to gather up the items
and compile them in a convenient form.

As amatter of interest to personal friends, and as also tending to throw additional light upon my
relation to the events here narrated, I have prefixed an account of my own early life for the nineteen
years preceding my removal to the West, thus giving to the work a somewhat autobiographical form.
It may be claimed that a work thus written in the form of a life history of a single individual, with
observations from his own personal standpoint, will be more connected, clear and systematic in its
narration of events than if it were written impersonally.

The period included in these sketches is one of remarkable transitions, and, reaching backward,
in the liberty accorded to the historian, to the time of the first explorations by the Jesuits, the first
English, French and American traders, is a period of transformation and progress that has been
paralleled only on the shores of the New World. We have the transition from barbarism to civilization;
we have the subjugation of the wilderness by the first settlers; the organization of territorial and state
governments; an era of progress from the rude habits of the pioneer and trapper, to the culture and
refinement of civilized states; from the wilderness, yet unmapped, and traversed only by the hardy
pioneer in birch barks or dog sledges, to the cultivated fields, cobwebbed by railways and streams
furrowed by steamers. It is something to have witnessed a part, even, of this wonderful transformation,
and it is a privilege and a pleasure to record, even in part, its history.

I have quoted from the most correct histories within my reach, but the greater part of my work,
or of that pertaining to the fifty years just passed, has been written from personal observation and
from information obtained directly by interview with, or by written communications from, persons
identified in some way with the history of the country. To those persons who have so freely and
generously assisted me in the collection of material for this work, I hereby express my thanks. I have
relied sparingly on traditions, and, where I have used them, have referred to them as such.
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INTRODUCTION

While genealogical tables are of interest chiefly to the families and individuals whose names
are therein preserved, I still deem it not amiss to insert here a brief account of my ancestry. Among
the emigrants from England to the New World in 1638, came John Foulsham, then twenty-three or
twenty-four years of age, and his wife, to whom he had been married about a year and a half. They
came from Hingham, England, to Hingham, Mass., with a colony that probably named the settlement
in loving remembrance of the town they had left. They came on account of certain ecclesiastical
troubles; their rector, with whom they sympathized, having torn down the altar rails and leveled the
altar, an act of irreverence that called down upon them the wrath of their superior, Bishop Wren, and
resulted in rector and people selling out their real estate at half its value and emigrating to America.
John received a grant of land consisting of four acres and built himself a house, the frame being
constructed of sawed oak timber. This house, built in 1640, stood until 1875, two hundred and thirty-
five years, when it was taken down and manufactured into canes and chairs, which were distributed
as relics to the American descendants of the family. The family, however, had increased so greatly
that the supply was not equal to the demand.

The wife of John Foulsham was Mary Gilman. From this couple the American Folsoms and
their allies from marriages with the female descendants of the family have sprung. The ancestors of
John Foulsham may be traced backward a period of near six hundred years, and many of the family
have honorable mention in English history. The earliest mention is concerning John Foulsham of
Foulsham, prior of a Carmelite monastery in Norwich, and "prases provincialis" of all England. This
Foulsham is spoken of in Bayle's catalogue of eminent worthies as "no mean proficient in controversial
theology, knowing how, by means of syllogystic tricks, to turn white into black and men into donkeys."
He died in the great plague at Norwich in 1348.

A certain John de Foulsham is spoken of in Blomefield's History of Norfolk as an "eloquent,
unflinching opponent of the corruptions of the times." It is possible that this may be the Carmelite
prior above mentioned, though the prefix de leaves the matter somewhat in doubt.

As to the original derivation of the family name, Hon. George Folsom, of Philadelphia, in one
of the manuscripts left by him, says: "It arose upon the adoption of surnames in England, from the
town of Foulsham, a village in the county of Norfolk, six or eight miles north of Hingham, in which
county the family was seated for many centuries, possessing estates in fifteen different places.” Thus
John de, or John of Foulsham, became John Foulsham.

The orthography and pronunciation of the name have varied in the family itself, as well as
among those writing and pronouncing it. The first Anglo-American bearing the name spelled it
"Foulsham." His son, Deacon John, spelled it "Fullsam" in 1709, and it is signed "Foullsam" in
his last will — 1715. In one instance, in the Hingham town records, it is spelled "Fulsham," but
always afterward, "Foulsham." In the Exeter records it is written uniformly "Folsom" with but one
exception, when it is written by the town clerk "Foulshame." In the records of the first parish,
Haverhill, Massachusetts, it is written "Foulsham," "Foulsam," "Folsham" and "Fulsom." Originally
it was doubtless spelled "Foulshame," its etymological significance being the fowls' home, a breeding
place or mart. It was probably at first written with a hyphen, as Fouls-hame, but the final syllable
was eventually shortened. Everywhere it is now written Folsom by those having the name, and is
pronounced like wholesome.

The characteristics of the family have been quite uniform. Far as known they were a religious
family, and prominent as such in both Catholic and Protestant circles, with a strong disposition toward
dissent from the established order of things. Thus John de Foulsham wrote a treatise quite at variance
with the doctrines of the church, advocating the marriage of priests. John Foulsham, the Anglo-
American, left England on account of his dissent, preferring a home in the wilderness with freedom
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to worship God, to dwelling under the rule of a haughty and tyrannical bishop. Many of the family
espoused the doctrines of Whitfield. Many of them became Baptists, becoming such at a time when
the Baptists were most unpopular, and afterward becoming Free Will Baptists, in which communion
more of the family may to-day be found than in any other.

The occupations of the family were mostly, in the early days, mechanical. Many were joiners
and millwrights. The children and grandchildren were farmers, landholders and lumbermen. Of the
many who removed to Maine, after the Revolution, most engaged in lumbering, but turned their
attention also to milling and storekeeping.

The family have also shown a military tendency, and during the various wars visited upon the
country since the early colonial times, this family has borne its full share of the dangers, toils and
expense.

My father, Jeremiah Folsom, was born in Tamworth, New Hampshire, Sept. 16, 1780, and was
married to Octavia Howe, April 5, 1805. My mother was born in Machias, Maine, Oct. 12, 1786. My
father was a prominent business man, and was engaged in shipping and mercantile pursuits, he owning
vessels that plied from St. Johns to Machias and other American ports. To facilitate his business, St.
Johns was his home four years, during which time he was associated with William Henry Carman.
This temporary residence and business association account for my being born on British soil, and for
the names by which I was christened. According to the record in the old family Bible, I was born at
St. Johns, New Brunswick, June 22, 1817. When I was six months old my parents moved to Bangor,
Maine, thence to Foxcroft, Maine, thence to Ascot, Lower Canada.

When I was five years old my parents moved to Tamworth, New Hampshire. Young as I was,
I am still able to recall events that occurred while I lived in Canada. I remember falling into a well
and being badly bruised. I remember also an adventure with a bear. My parents had gone to church,
leaving me at home, greatly against my will. I attempted to follow, but missed the road and wandered
off into a wood, perhaps three miles away. When my parents returned they were much alarmed, and
parties immediately went in pursuit. When I knew I was lost I set up a vigorous screaming, which had
the effect of attracting attention from two very different parties. The first was a huge bear in quest of
food, and doubtless delighted at the prospect before him. The second was one of the rescuing parties
in quest of the lost boy. Both simultaneously approached the screaming youngster and Bruin fought
stubbornly for his prey, but was vanquished by the clubs of my rescuers, and I was carried home in
triumph. I do not clearly recall all the incidents of this scene, and, strangely enough, do not remember
seeing the bear. Perhaps the terror of being lost drove out every other impression. An excuse for the
narration of this apparently trifling incident may be found in the fact that but for the prompt arrival
of the rescuing party, this history would never have been written.

When I was ten years of age my parents removed to Bloomfield, Maine. While in Tamworth
I had excellent opportunities of attending school, which I improved to the utmost. After leaving
Tamworth my school privileges were well nigh ended, as I never received from that time more than
six months' schooling. My father followed lumbering on the Kennebec river. During the first winter
in Maine, he took me to the logging camp as camp boy. During the second winter he hired me to
Matthew and Lewis Dunbar as a cook for their wood camp. I cooked for six men and received five
dollars a month. I was used very kindly by the Dunbars, but that winter in the woods seemed a long,
long winter. The only book in camp was the Bible. There were, however, newspapers and playing
cards. In the spring my father used the fifteen dollars received for my three months' work to purchase
a cow. I served the Dunbars the third winter, as cook, for six dollars a month, and worked the ensuing
summer on farms at about twenty-five cents per day. During the fourth winter I worked for the
Dunbars and Timothy Snow at seven dollars per month, and the summer following worked on a farm
for Benjamin Cayford at seven dollars. Cayford was a merciless tyrant, and sometimes compelled
his men to work in the field till nine o'clock at night. These details of wages paid and work done,
uninteresting in themselves, serve to show the value of a boy's work (I was not yet fifteen) and what
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was expected of the average boy, for mine was no exceptional case nor was my father more exacting
than others in his station in life. He was in poor health, and had a large family of boys. We were eight
in number, and of these I was one of the most robust and able to assist in the support of the family.

This year I persuaded my father to sell me my time, which amounted to five years, which he
reluctantly did, accepting two hundred and fifty dollars as an equivalent. It was my ambition to go
West. Horace Greeley had not uttered the talismanic words, "Go West, young man," but I believed
that by going West I would be better able to advance my own interests and assist my parents. My father
signed the necessary paper relinquishing my time, which was printed in the Skowhegan Clarion. From
this time until I was nineteen years old I worked on the river and on farms, worked continuously and
beyond my strength. I worked another summer for Cayford, but have no pleasant recollections of him,
for on his farm I was sadly overworked, being often called to work before sunrise and kept at work
after sunset. I worked two winters cooking in the woods for Capt. Asa Steward, of Bloomfield, one
of the best men I ever served, a kind hearted, honest Christian. He gave me good counsel and good
wages besides. In the fall of 1835 I went into the woods to work for Capt. Eb. Snow, of Madison.
Like Cayford, he was a merciless tyrant and abusive to his men. I left his camp before my engagement
closed, not being able to endure his abuse longer. This is the only time in which I failed to keep a
labor engagement. I finished the winter with Capt. Asa Steward, but my eyes became so inflamed
from the smoke of the camp that I was obliged to abandon cooking.

During this winter occurred an incident that came near having a serious and even fatal
termination. There were three of us, Simeon Goodrich, Jimmie Able and myself, who went down
the Kennebec to the Forks, a distance of twelve miles from camp. A deep, damp snow had fallen the
night previous, and through this snow, reaching above our knees, we trudged wearily till Able gave
out. We carried him a short distance, but becoming exhausted ourselves, laid him down in the snow.
To remain with him would be to imperil the lives of all; by hurrying on we might be able to send a
party to bring him in. We carefully made for him a bed of fir boughs and placed loose garments over
him and under him, and as he was sick, weak and faint, gave him a draught of liquid opodeldoc, and
leaving the bottle with him, hurried on. We traveled the last mile through an opening. Snow drifted
deeply. We dragged our bodies through the drifts in the direction of a glimmering light, which proved
to be Sturgis' hotel, which we reached at 11 o'clock p. m. A team was sent back immediately for the
lost Able by a road of which we knew nothing. The rescuing party met him trudging along with all his
baggage. The opodeldoc had revived him, and he had traveled a full mile when he met the rescuing
party. At two o'clock the team returned bringing the lost wayfarer.

Another adventure terminated more disastrously than this. In the spring of 1835 I was employed
in taking logs across Moosehead lake. The logs were in booms, and were moved by a capstan and
rope. This was before the days of steamboats, and the moving of the booms was no light task. On
this occasion a gale of wind struck us and drifted us across the lake. We threw out an anchor, hoping
to check the course of the boom and swing it into Cowan's bay. In one of our throws the anchor
tripped, or caught fast, and suddenly tightened the line. Our whole crew were in an instant hurled
headlong. Some were thrown into the water. One man (Butler) had his ribs broken. All were more
or less injured. The capstan went overboard. The old boom swung on and on, and, passing Spencer's
bay, broke and went to pieces on the shore. The logs were with great difficulty regathered, but were
finally brought to the outlet of the lake July 4th, the last raft of the season.

After river driving in the spring of 1835, I went to the Penobscot river and found employment
at twenty dollars a month at East Great Works, building a dam. John Mills, our superintendent, was a
good man. There was a lyceum here, the first I ever attended. In December I returned to the Kennebec,
and in the spring of 1836 went to Dead river to drive, but an attack of the measles and general ill
health, with symptoms of pulmonary derangement, compelled me to abandon the work. I had lived
nine years on the Kennebec, years of hard labor and exertion beyond my strength, and in that time
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had earned enough to pay my father two hundred and fifty dollars. I had been able to purchase a
small library, and had two hundred dollars in cash to defray my expenses to the West.

Reminiscences. — He that leaves the home of his youth for a strange land carries with him
memories, pleasant to recall, of scenes and incidents, the influence of which he feels to the latest
hour of life. There are some things he can not forget. They may not be an essential part of his own
life history, but still they have found a place in his mind and seem a part of himself, and he recurs to
them again and again with ever increasing delight. There are other things, may be, not so pleasant to
dwell upon, which still have a place in his memory and may be profitably recalled. No one who has
ever lived in Maine can forget its dark pine forests, its rugged hills, its rushing streams, cold and clear
as crystal, its broad lakes, the abundant game of its forests and the fish in its waters. The Minnesota
and Wisconsin pioneers, who with the author of this book claim Maine as an early home, will not
object to the insertion in this chapter of a few of these reminiscences.

Moosehead Lake. — My first visit to Moosehead lake was in the early winter of 1834. At that
time it was still in the wilderness, only two settlers having found their way to its shores. We were going
with a six ox team to a camp on the Brasua and our road led us across the frozen lake. Emerging from
a beech and maple grove on the margin near Haskell's, our sled plunged downward, and in a moment
we found ourselves on the gray ice of the lake, with a wonderful panorama spread out before us. The
distant islands and the shores, hilly and mountainous, stood out plainly between the winter sky and the
ice covered lake. The mirage added its finishing touches to the picture, increasing the brightness and
apparent size of distant objects, or lending them brilliant hues, the whole scene sparkling in the frosty
sunlit air, making a vision of beauty that could not fade. On we trudged over the ice, the sled creaking,
the ice emitting a roaring sound, not unlike the discharge of a park of artillery, sounds produced by
the expansion of the ice. We trudged on past islands and craggy, rock-bound shores, passed Burnt
Jacket, Squaw and Moxey mountains in the east, Lily and Spencer bays at the southeast, Misery and
other mountains in the west, while far away to the north of east towered white old Katahdin. Before
us loomed up the flint rock Kinneo, its perpendicular face fronting west, on the lake; at the base a
beautiful maple interval extending toward Spencer bay.

The following spring our boom lay wind-bound at the base of Kinneo, and we seized the
opportunity of climbing the vast pile of flinty rocks composing it, and obtained thence a view of
unparalleled beauty, including the broad, bright lake, fairy islands, mountains and hills and vast
stretches of pine forests. The tourist might seek far and wide, vainly, for a landscape rivaling this.

Moose Hunting. — The lake and surrounding country offer unrivaled attractions to the
sportsman. The lake abounds in fish, of which the lake trout is the most abundant in number and
delicious in flavor. Specimens are frequently taken weighing from ten to fifteen pounds. The forests
at that time abounded in wild animals, chief of which was the moose, the largest and the homeliest
of the deer family. With his long, narrow head, small eyes, donkey-like ears, pendant lips, the upper
one curling like a small proboscis, with his high shoulders and giraffe-like hips, with his short, round
body, long and clumsy legs, he is as distinguished for his want of grace and comeliness as the red deer
is for its presence. No animal is better adapted for its own home and mode of life. Their heavy coat
of hair adapts them to high latitudes. With their curved upper lip they take hold of the branches of
the trees, and with their strong teeth and paws they are able to peel off the tender bark of saplings and
small trees. The moose, when attacked, is fierce, resolute, defiant, and defends himself in a masterly
manner, striking with his fore legs with such precision that the hunter is obliged to keep at a respectful
distance. The male moose wears a remarkable pair of horns of annual growth, to which each year a
prong is added. The home of the moose is the northern part of the North Temperate Zone.

Moose hunting is a healthy though laborious pastime. The hunter must be an expert, and it
requires years of practice to become skillful. He must build his camp in the wilderness, packing
thither his food, blankets, camp utensils and gun. With his pack of dogs he starts out in search of a
moose yard. This is generally in some well timbered district. The snow in winter is generally from
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three to six feet deep, but the moose has broken paths through this to facilitate his movements through
the forest, and here he roams about in fancied security, browsing on the young shrubs, but the hunter
finds his hiding place. In such case he conceals himself in the snow near one of these paths and waits
patiently till the moose passes, when he fires upon him. If the moose is killed at once the hunter waits
patiently in his hiding place till another and another comes up to share a like fate. If the moose is
only wounded he starts off as rapidly through the snow as his long legs will carry him, pursued by the
hunter and his dogs. The hunter has all the advantages of the position, being mounted on snowshoes,
thus being able to move with comparative swiftness, while the moose plunges heavily through the
snow, and at last, weakened by loss of blood, he is overtaken and easily killed.

Mount Bigelow. — This is a noble, grand, historical mountain, situated on the south side of Dead
river, in Franklin county. For years it had been my strong desire to make the ascent, and in May,
1833, the desire was gratified. With six others, I left camp, and by evening reached Green's hotel,
where we obtained lodgings for the evening. At early dawn, having supplied ourselves with lunch, tin
cup and hatchet, we began the ascent on the northeast side. We soon passed the thrifty timber and
aided our ascent of the craggy sides of the mountain by clinging to the shrubs that found roothold
in the crevices of the rocks. It may not be amiss to say that we rested, that we rested frequently,
for mountain climbing is no light work for those unaccustomed to it. While toiling wearily upward
we found ourselves enveloped in mist, or a cloud, from which we soon emerged to find the heavens
above us clear and bright, while leaden clouds shut out the landscape below. At twelve o'clock, noon,
we were on the summit. By this time the clouds had been dispersed. The air was clear and cold and
beneath us lay, as in a beautiful panorama, the lands and lakes of Maine. There are two peaks, about
half a mile apart, between which is a valley and a small lake. From the highest of these peaks the
view was magnificent. In the far north we imagined we saw Canada. The vast, northern expanse was
all unoccupied save by a few farms at the foot of the mountain, and by a few camps of lumbermen,
hunters and trappers. Looking to the northeast, we saw in the blue distance, glittering with snow
drifts, Mount Katahdin. A little north of the divide line to Katahdin lay Moosehead lake, the largest,
most beautiful lake in Maine.

At this season of the year the snow had disappeared from the valleys and hills, but the summits
of the mountains were still white. In all directions the scene was grand and inspiring. We could trace
the Kennebec river in its windings to the sea and fancied we could see in the dim distance the blue
Atlantic. To the southwest mountains seemed piled on mountains, while here and there in intermediate
vales bright lakes reflected the blue of the upper deep. In this direction there were farms, but they
looked like mere dots on the face of the earth. Lake Umbagog lay coiled in the shade of distant
mountains in the southwest. We fancied that we could see the ragged crest of the white mountain still
further beyond. The scene had also its historical associations. Along the base of this mountain, on
the northwestern side, ere his name had been sullied by the foulest treason in our country's history,
Benedict Arnold bravely led the Colonial troops in the campaign against Canada. With him, as an
aid, was Col. Bigelow, whose name is given to the mountain. The gallant little army halted on the
banks of Dead river at the base of the mountain, and made their camp. While the army was resting at
this camp Lieut. Col. Bigelow ascended the mountain and planted his country's flag upon the highest
peak, doubtless the first white man who made the ascent, and the mountain is his monument to-day.
Around the site of the camp was planted the colony of Flagstaff.

While we were gazing on the magnificent scene, musing upon its varied beauties and recalling
its historical associations, the sun set, and reluctantly we set out on our return, a descent the more
perilous because it was growing dark. Extreme caution was necessary; nevertheless we made good
headway, as we found ourselves sometimes sliding and even rolling down the path that we had
ascended with so much difficulty in the forenoon. It was long after nightfall that, tired and hungry,
we reached Wyman's hotel on the banks of Dead river.
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Lumbering in Maine. — The practical lumberman did not usually start his teams for the pineries
until snowfall and the freezing of the lakes and rivers. The first thing was to select a place for
operations. This was done in the open season. When the winter had fairly set in the lumberman,
with his ox teams, generally six oxen to a sled, the sleds laden with camp plunder, would start for
the pineries. The slow ox teams would consume many days making the journey. The crew of men
employed for the winter generally met the teams in camp. The snow would be cleared away for the
camp, and a fire built. The cook would prepare a supper of fried pork, fritters or pancakes, tea, syrup
and New England apple sauce, the crew meanwhile cutting boughs, wood, etc., and preparing for
permanent camp. Supper over, the cattle were tied to trees and fed. Water was secured for evening
use only. A glowing fire would be kept up, around which the crew would gather to spend the evening
in talking over the adventures of the day, discussing plans for the morrow or singing camp songs.
Thus the evening would pass merrily and swiftly. At the hour for retiring parties of two would spread
their blankets on a couch of fir or cedar boughs, and lie down to rest. Next morning the cook would
rise at four o'clock to prepare breakfast, which over, as soon as it was light enough the crew would
commence the work of the day. Every man goes to his assigned duties, the boss in charge having
the general oversight.

The life of a lumberman is one of exposure to the elements, yet it is not necessarily unfriendly
to the development of character. With a well ordered camp and gentlemanly crew the winter may
pass away pleasantly, and the young man engaged in the comparatively hard toil of the camp, may,
with books and papers and cheerful converse with the more thoughtful of his elders, improve the
long evenings spent around the camp fire. Many a Maine boy has received here the greater part of
his training for the duties of after life.

Sunday was usually occupied in reading, singing, and doing some of the lighter work of camp,
such as repairing sleds, shoeing oxen and making axe helves or visiting neighboring camps. It was a
day of rest only so far as the heavier work of the camp was suspended. Sanctuary privileges there
were none. The work would often close in the sunny days of March. The men would mostly depart
for home. A few would remain to drive the logs with the first water from the melting of the snows
late in April.

Driving logs in the rapid waters of Maine is hazardous work. Scarcely a day passes without
imminent risk to life and limb of the hardy and venturesome men engaged in the work of breaking
log landings and jams, and running boats. Men are exposed to wet and cold from dawn till dark.
This work requires active and vigorous men, constitutionally fitted and carefully trained to the work.
They are usually sociable, lively and wide awake, these qualities enabling them to endure, and even
to enjoy, the life of hardship which they lead, and to which they become so accustomed that they are
unwilling to leave it until worn out by its inevitable hardship.
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CHAPTER1

Going West. — In June, 1836, I again visited the Penobscot in quest of employment, in which
I was unsuccessful. At Stillwater, above Bangor, I met my kind friend Simeon Goodrich, also out
of employment. After mature deliberation we concluded to go West. Returning to Bloomfield, I
collected the money held for me by Capt. Ruel Weston and was soon in readiness for the journey. But
a few days before the time agreed upon for leaving, I received a letter from Simeon Goodrich, which
contained the unpleasant information that he could not collect the amount due him and could not go
with me. Truly this was a disappointment. I was obliged to set out alone, no light undertaking at that
early day, for as yet there were no long lines of railroad between Maine and the Mississippi river.
The day at last arrived for me to start. My companions and acquaintances chaffed me as to the perils
of the journey before me. My mother gave me her parting words, "William, always respect yourself
in order to be respected." These words, accompanied with her farewell kiss, were long remembered,
and, I doubt not, often kept me from evil associations.

The stage took us directly to the steamboat at Gardiner. The steam was up and the boat was
soon under way. It was the New England, the first boat of the kind I had ever seen. I felt strangely
unfamiliar with the ways of the traveling world, but observed what others did, and asked no questions,
and so fancied that my ignorance of traveling customs would not be exposed. It was sunset as we
floated out into the wide expanse of the Atlantic. The western horizon was tinged with fiery hues, the
shores grew fainter and receded from view and the eye could rest at last only upon the watery expanse.
All things seemed new and strange. Next morning a heavy fog hung over the scene. The vessel was at
anchor in Boston harbor and we were soon on shore and threading the crooked streets of the capital
of Massachusetts. I was not lost in the wilderness maze of streets, as I had feared I should be, but on
leaving Boston on the evening train I took the wrong car and found myself uncomfortably situated in
a second or third class car, crowded and reeking with vile odors, from which the conductor rescued
me, taking me to the pleasant and elegant car to which my first class ticket entitled me. On arriving at
Providence I followed the crowd to the landing and embarked on the steamer President for New York,
in which city we remained a day, stopping at the City Hotel on Broadway. I was greatly impressed
with the beauty of part of the city, and the desolate appearance of the Burnt District, concerning the
burning of which we had read in our winter camp. I was not a little puzzled with the arrangement of
the hotel tables and the printed bills of fare, but closely watched the deportment of others and came
through without any serious or mortifying blunder. Next morning I left New York on the steamer
Robert L. Stevens for Albany, and on the evening of the same day went to Schenectady by railroad.
Some of the way cars were hauled by horses up hills and inclined planes. There were then only three
short lines of railroad in the United States, and I had traveled on two of them. At Schenectady I
took passage on a canal boat to Buffalo. I had read about "De Witt Clinton's Ditch," and now greatly
enjoyed the slow but safe passage it afforded, and the rich prospect of cities, villages and cultivated
fields through which we passed. At Buffalo we remained but one day. We there exchanged eastern
paper for western, the former not being current in localities further west. At Buffalo I caught my
first glimpse of Lake Erie. I stood upon a projecting pier and recalled, in imagination, the brave
Commodore Perry, gallantly defending his country's flag in one of the most brilliant engagements of
the war, the fame whereof had long been familiar to the whole country and the thrilling incidents of
which were the theme of story and song even in the wilderness camps of Maine.

The steamer Oliver Newberry bore me from Buffalo to Detroit. From Detroit to Mt. Clemens,
Michigan, I went by stage and stopped at the last named place until October 14th, when, being
satisfied that the climate was unhealthy, fever and ague being very prevalent, I returned to Detroit,
and on the fifteenth of the same month took passage on the brig Indiana, as steamers had quit running
for the season. The brig was aground two days and nights on the St. Clair flats. A south wind gave us
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a splendid sail up the Detroit river into Lake Huron. We landed for a short time at Fort Gratiot, at the
outlet of the lake, just as the sun was setting. The fort was built of stone, and presented an impressive
appearance. The gaily uniformed officers, the blue-coated soldiers, moving with the precision of
machines, the whole scene — the fort, the waving flags, the movement of the troops seen in the mellow
sunset light — was impressive to one who had never looked upon the like before. A favorable breeze
springing up, we sped gaily out into the blue Lake Huron. At Saginaw bay the pleasant part of the
voyage ended. The weather became rough. A strong gale blew from the bay outward, and baffled all
the captain's skill in making the proper direction. Profane beyond degree was Capt. McKenzie, but
his free-flowing curses availed him nothing. The brig at one time was so nearly capsized that her deck
load had rolled to one side and held her in an inclined position. The captain ordered most of the deck
load, which consisted chiefly of Chicago liquors, thrown overboard. Unfortunately, several barrels
were saved, two of which stood on deck, with open heads. This liquor was free to all. The vessel,
lightened of a great part of her load, no longer careened, but stood steady against the waves and before
the wind. It is a pity that the same could not be said of captain, crew and passengers, who henceforth
did the careening. They dipped the liquor up in pails and drank it out of handled dippers. They got
ingloriously drunk; they rolled unsteadily across the deck; they quarreled, they fought, they behaved
like Bedlamites, and how near shipwreck was the goodly brig from that day's drunken debauch on
Chicago free liquor will never be known. The vessel toiled, the men were incapacitated for work,
but notwithstanding the tempest of profanity and the high winds, the wrangling of crew and captain,
we at last passed Saginaw bay. The winds were more favorable. Thence to Mackinaw the sky was
clear and bright, the air cold. The night before reaching Mackinaw an unusual disturbance occurred
above resulting from the abundance of free liquor. The cook, being drunk, had not provided the usual
midnight supper for the sailors. The key of the caboose was lost; the caboose was broken open, and
the mate in the morning was emulating the captain in the use of profane words. The negro cook
answered in the same style, being as drunk as his superior. This cook was a stout, well built man,
with a forbidding countenance and, at his best, when sober, was a saucy, ill-natured and impertinent
fellow. When threat after threat had been hurled back and forth, the negro jumped at the mate and
knocked him down. The sailors, as by a common impetus, seized the negro, bound him tightly and
lashed him to a capstan. On searching him they found two loaded pistols. These the mate placed close
to each ear of the bound man, and fired them off. They next whipped him on the naked back with
a rope. His trunk was then examined and several parcels of poison were found. Another whipping
was administered, and this time the shrieks and groans of the victim were piteous. Before he had not
even winced. The monster had prepared himself to deal death alike to crew and passengers, and we
all felt a great sense of relief when Capt. McKenzie delivered him to the authorities at Mackinaw.

Antique Mackinaw was a French and half-breed town. The houses were built of logs and had
steep roofs. Trading posts and whisky shops were well barred. The government fort, neatly built
and trim, towered up above the lake on a rocky cliff and overlooked the town, the whole forming a
picturesque scene. We remained but a few hours at Mackinaw. There were ten cabin passengers, and
these, with two exceptions, had imbibed freely of the Chicago free liquor. They were also continually
gambling. Capt. McKenzie had fought a fist fight with a deadhead passenger, Capt. Fox, bruising
him badly. What with his violence and profanity, the brutality of the mate and the drunken reveling
of crew and passengers, the two sober passengers had but a sorry time, but the safe old brig, badly
officered, badly managed, held steadily on its course, and October 30th, fifteen days from Detroit,
safely landed us in Chicago.

After being so long on the deck of a tossing vessel, I experienced a strange sensation when first
on shore. I had become accustomed to the motion of the vessel, and had managed to hold myself
steady. On shore the pitching and tossing movement seemed to continue, only it seemed transferred
to my head, which grew dizzy, and so produced the illusion that I was still trying to balance myself
on the unsteady deck of the ship.
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Chicago, since become a great city, had at that time the appearance of an active, growing
village. Thence I proceeded, November 1st and 2d, by stage to Milwaukee, which appeared also
as a village, but somewhat overgrown. Idle men were numerous, hundreds not being able to obtain
employment. Here I remained a couple of weeks, stopping at the Belleview House. After which I
chopped wood a few days for Daniel Wells. Not finding suitable employment, I started west with a
Mr. Rogers, December 2d. There being no other means of conveyance, we traveled on foot. On the
evening of the second we stopped at Prairie Village, now known as Waukesha. On the evening of
the third we stopped at Meacham's Prairie, and on the fifth reached Rock River, where I stopped
with a Mr. St. John. The evening following we stopped at an Irish house, where the surroundings
did not conduce to comfort or to a feeling of security. Several drunken men kept up a continuous
row. We hid our money in a haystack, and took our turn sleeping and keeping watch. We ate an
early breakfast, and were glad to get away before the men who had created such a disturbance during
the night were up. We moved onward on the seventh to Blue Mound, where we found a cheerful
resting place at Brigham's. The eighth brought us to Dodgeville, where we stopped at Morrison's.
On the ninth we reached Mineral Point, the locality of the lead mines, where I afterward lost much
time in prospecting. Mineral Point was then a rude mining town. The night of our arrival was one
of excitement and hilarity in the place. The first legislature of the territory of Wisconsin had been
in session at Belmont, near Mineral Point, had organized the new government and closed its session
on that day. To celebrate this event and their emancipation from the government of Michigan and
the location of the capital at Madison, the people from the Point, and all the region round about, had
met and prepared a banquet for the retiring members of the legislature. Madison was at that time a
paper town, in the wilderness, but beautifully located on Cat Fish lake, and at the head of Rock river.
The location had been accomplished by legislative tact, and a compromise between the extremes. In
view of the almost certain division of the Territory, with the Mississippi river as a boundary, at no
very distant day, it was agreed that Madison should be the permanent capital, while Burlington, now
in Towa, should be used temporarily. Milwaukee and Green Bay had both aspired to the honor of
being chosen as the seat of government. Mineral Point, with her rich mines, had also aspirations, as
had Cassville, which latter named village had even built a great hotel for the accommodation of the
members of the assembly. Dubuque put in a claim, but all in vain. Madison was chosen, and wisely,
and she has ever since succeeded in maintaining the supremacy then thrust upon her.

In my boyhood, at school, I had read of the great Northwest Territory. It seemed to me then
far away, at the world's end, but I had positively told my comrades that I should one day go there. I
found myself at last on the soil, and at a period or crisis important in its history. The great Northwest
Territory, ceded by Virginia to the United States in 1787, was no more. The immense territory had
been carved and sliced into states and territories, and now the last remaining fragment, under the
name of Wisconsin, had assumed territorial prerogatives, organized its government, and, with direct
reference to a future division of territory, had selected its future capital, for as yet, except in name,
Madison was not. In assuming territorial powers, the boundaries had been enlarged so as to include
part of New Louisiana, and the first legislature had virtually bartered away this part of her domain,
of which Burlington, temporary capital of Wisconsin, was to be the future capital.

Two more days of foot plodding brought us to Galena, the city of lead. The greeting on our
entering the city was the ringing of bells, the clattering of tin pans, the tooting of ox horns, sounds
earthly and unearthly, — sounds no man can describe. What could it be? Was it for the benefit of
two humble, footsore pedestrians that all this uproar was produced? We gave it up for the time, but
learned subsequently that it was what is known as a charivari, an unmusical and disorderly serenade,
generally gotten up for the benefit of some newly married couple, whose nuptials had not met with
popular approval.

At Galena I parted with Mr. Rogers, my traveling companion, who went south. On the fifteenth
of December I traveled to Dubuque on foot. When I came to the Mississippi river I sat down on its
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banks and recalled the humorous description of old Mr. Carson, my neighbor, to which I had listened
wonderingly when a small boy. "It was," he said, "a river so wide you could scarcely see across it.
The turtles in it were big as barn doors, and their shells would make good ferryboats if they could
only be kept above water." Sure enough, here was the big river, but covered with ice, scarcely safe
to venture on. Several persons desiring to cross, we made a portable bridge of boards, sliding them
along with us till we were safe on the opposite bank. I was now at the end of my journey, on the
west bank of the Mississippi, beyond which stretched a vast and but little known region, inhabited
by Indians and wild beasts.

As I review the incidents of my journey in 1836, I can not but contrast the conditions of that
era and the present. How great the change in half a century! The journey then required thirty days. It
now requires but three. I had passed over but two short lines of railroad, and had made the journey by
canal boat, by steamer, by stage, and a large portion of it on foot. There were few regularly established
lines of travel. From Michigan to the Mississippi there were no stages nor were there any regular
southern routes. Travelers to the centre of the continent, in those days, came either by the water route,
via New Orleans or the Fox and Wisconsin river route, or followed Indian trails or blazed lines from
one settlement to another. The homes of the settlers were rude — were built principally of logs. In
forest regions the farms consisted of clearings or square patches of open ground, well dotted with
stumps and surrounded by a dense growth of timber. The prairies, except around the margins or along
certain belts of timber following the course of streams, were without inhabitants. Hotels were few
and far between, and, when found, not much superior to the cabins of the settlers; but the traveler
was always and at all places hospitably entertained.
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DUBUQUE

Dubuque was a town of about three hundred inhabitants, attracted thither by the lead mines.
The people were principally of the mining class. The prevailing elements amongst them were Catholic
and Orange Irish. These two parties were antagonistic and would quarrel on the streets or wherever
brought in contact. Sundays were especially days of strife, and Main street was generally the field
of combat. Women even participated. There was no law, there were no police to enforce order. The
fight went on, the participants pulling hair, gouging, biting, pummeling with fists or pounding with
sticks, till one or the other party was victorious. These combats were also accompanied with volleys
of profanity, and unlimited supplies of bad whisky served as fuel to the flame of discord. Dubuque
was certainly the worst town in the West, and, in a small way, the worst in the whole country. The
entire country west of the Mississippi was without law, the government of Wisconsin Territory not
yet being extended to it. Justice, such as it was, was administered by Judge Lynch and the mob.

My first employment was working a hand furnace for smelting lead ore for a man named Kelly,
a miner and a miser. He lived alone in a miserable hovel, and on the scantiest fare. In January I
contracted to deliver fifty cords of wood at Price's brickyard. I cut the wood from the island in front
of the present city of Dubuque, and hired a team to deliver it.

While in Dubuque I received my first letter from home in seven months. What a relief it was,
after a period of long suspense, spent in tediously traveling over an almost wilderness country, —
amidst unpleasant surroundings, amongst strangers, many of them of the baser sort, drinking, card
playing, gambling and quarreling, — what a relief it was to receive a letter from home with assurances
of affectionate regard from those I most esteemed.

Truly the lines had not fallen to me in pleasant places, and I was sometimes exposed to perils
from the lawless characters by whom I was surrounded. On one occasion a dissolute and desperate
miner, named Gilbert, came to Cannon's hotel, which was my boarding house while in Dubuque. He
usually came over from the east side of the river once a week for a spree. On this occasion, being very
drunk, he was more than usually offensive and commenced abusing Cannon, the landlord, applying to
him some contemptuous epithet. I thoughtlessly remarked to Cannon, "You have a new name," upon
which Gilbert cocked his pistol and aiming at me was about to fire when Cannon, quick as thought,
struck at his arm and so destroyed his aim that the bullet went over my head. The report of the pistol
brought others to the room and a general melee ensued in which the bar was demolished, the stove
broken and Gilbert unmercifully whipped. Gilbert was afterward shot in a drunken brawl.

I formed some genial acquaintances in Dubuque, amongst them Gen. Booth, Messrs. Brownell,
Wilson and others, since well known in the history of the country. Price, the wood contractor, never
paid me for my work. I invested what money I had left for lots in Madison, all of which I lost, and
had, in addition, to pay a note I had given on the lots.

On February 11th I went to Cassville, journeying thither on the ice. This village had flourished
greatly, in the expectation of becoming the territorial and state capital, expectations doomed, as we
have seen, to disappointment. It is romantically situated amidst picturesque bluffs, some of which
tower aloft like the walls and turrets of an ancient castle, a characteristic that attaches to much of
the bluff scenery along this point.
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PRAIRIE DU CHIEN

I reached this old French town on the twelfth of February. The town and settlement adjacent
extended over a prairie nine miles long, and from one to two miles broad, a beautiful plateau of
land, somewhat sandy, but for many years abundantly productive, furnishing supplies to traders and
to the military post established there. It also furnished two cargoes of grain to be used as seed by the
starving settlement at Selkirk, which were conveyed thither by way of the Mississippi, St. Peter and
Red rivers. The earliest authentic mention of the place refers to the establishment of a post called St.
Nicholas, on the east bank of the Mississippi, at the mouth of the Wisconsin, by Gov. De La Barre,
who, in 1683, sent Nicholas Perrot with a garrison of twenty men to hold the post. The first official
document laying claim to the country on the Upper Mississippi, issued in 1689, has mention of the
fort. This document we transcribe entire:

"Nicholas Perrot, commanding for the king, at the post of the Nadouessioux, commissioned by
the Marquis Denonville, governor and lieutenant governor of all New France, to manage the interests
of commerce amongst the Indian tribes and people of the Bay des Puants (Green Bay), Nadouessioux
(Dakotahs), Maseontins, and other western nations of the Upper Mississippi, and to take possession
in the king's name of all the places where he has heretofore been, and whither he will go.

"We, this day, the eighth of May, one thousand six hundred and eighty-nine, do, in the presence
of the Reverend Father Marest, of the Society of Jesus, missionary among the Nadouessioux; of
Monsieur de Borieguillot (or Boisguillot), commanding the French in the neighborhood of the
Ouiskonche (Wisconsin), on the Mississippi; Augustin Le Gardeur, Esq., Sieur de Caurnont, and of
Messeurs Le Sueur, Hibert, Lemire and Blein:

"Declare to all whom it may concern, that, being come from the Bay des Puants, and to
the lake of the Ouiskonches, and to river Mississippi, we did transport ourselves to the country of
the Nadouessioux, on the border of the river St. Croix, and at the mouth of the river St. Pierre
(Minnesota), on the bank of which were the Mantantans; and further up to the interior to the northeast
of the Mississippi, as far as the Menchokatoux, with whom dwell the majority of the Songeskitens,
and other Nadouessioux, who are to the northeast of the Mississippi, to take possession for, and in
the name of, the king of the countries and rivers inhabited by the said tribes, and of which they are
proprietors. The present act done in our presence, signed with our hand and subscribed."

Then follow the names of the persons mentioned. The document was drawn up at Green Bay.

There is little doubt that this post was held continuously by the French as a military post
until 1696, when the French authorities at Quebec withdrew all their troops from Wisconsin, and
as a trader's post or settlement, until the surrender in 1763 to the British of all French claims east
of the Mississippi. It was probably garrisoned near the close of the latter period. It remained in
the possession of the French some time, as the English, thinking it impossible to compete for the
commerce of the Indian tribes with the French traders who had intermarried with them, and so
acquired great influence, did not take actual possession until many years later.

The post is occasionally mentioned by the early voyageurs, and the prairie which it commanded
was known as the "Prairie du Chien," or praire of the dog, as early as 1763, and is so mentioned by
Carver. It was not formally taken possession of by the United States until 1814, when Gov. Clarke
with two hundred men came up from St. Louis to Prairie du Chien, then under English rule, to build
a fort and protect American interests at the village. At that time there were about fifty families,
descended chiefly from the old French settlers. These were engaged chiefly in farming, owning a
common field four miles long by a half mile wide. They had outside of this three separate farms
and twelve horse mills to manufacture their produce. The fort, held by a few British troops under
Capt. Deace, surrendered without resistance, but soon after the British traders at Mackinaw sent an
expedition under Joe Rolette, Srt., to recapture the post, which they did after a siege of three days,
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the defenders being allowed to withdraw with their private property on parole. They were followed
by the Indians as far as Rock Island. Meanwhile, Lieut. Campbell, with reinforcements on his way
from St. Louis, was attacked, part were captured and the remainder of his troops driven back to St.
Louis. Late in 1814 Maj. Zachary Taylor proceeded with gunboats to chastize the Indians for their
attack on Campbell, but was himself met and driven back. The following year, on the declaration of
peace between Great Britain and America, the post at Prairie du Chien was evacuated. The garrison
fired the fort as they withdrew from it.

The fort erected by the Americans under Gen. Clarke in 1814 was called Fort Shelby. The
British, on capturing it, changed the name to Fort McKay. The Americans, on assuming possession
and rebuilding it, named it Fort Crawford. It stood on the bank of the river at the north end of St.
Friole, the old French village occupied in 1876 by the Dousmans. In 1833 the new Fort Crawford was
built on an elevated site about midway in the prairie. It was a strong military post and was commanded
at this time by Gen. Zachary Taylor. Many officers, who subsequently won distinction in the Florida
Indian, Mexican, and late Civil War, were stationed here from time to time. Within a time included
in my own recollections of the post, Jefferson Davis spirited away the daughter of his commanding
officer, Gen. Taylor, and married her, the "rough and ready" general being averse to the match.

Prairie du Chien derived its name from a French family known as du Chien, in English "The
Dog." By this name the Prairie was known long prior to the establishment of the French stockade
and post. By that name it has been known and recognized ever since. It has been successively under
the French, English and United States governments, and lying originally in the great Northwestern
Territory, in the subsequent divisions of that immense domain, it has been included within the bounds
of the territories of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. Gov. Wm. H. Harrison, of
Indiana Territory, recognized Prairie du Chien by issuing commissions to Henry M. Fisher and —
Campbell as justices of the peace, the first civil commissions issued for the American government
in the entire district of country including West Wisconsin and Minnesota east of the Mississippi.
Prior to this time, about 1819, the inhabitants had been chiefly under military rule. In 1819 the
county of Crawford was organized as a part of Michigan Territory, and blank commissions were
issued to Nicholas Boilvin, Esq., with authority to appoint and install the officers of the new county
government. Gov. Lewis Cass established by proclamation the county seat at Prairie du Chien, and
John W. Johnson was installed as chief justice of the county court. The entire corps of officers were
qualified. In January, 1823, Congress passed an act providing for circuit courts in the counties west
and north of Lake Michigan, and James Duane Doty was appointed judge for the district composed
of Brown, Mackinaw and Crawford counties, and a May term was held in Prairie du Chien the same
year.

Indian Troubles. — There were some Indian troubles, an account of which is given in the
biographical sketch of J. H. Lockwood. There were other incidents which may be worthy of separate
mention. In 1827 an entire family, named Methode, were murdered, as is supposed, by the Indians,
though the murderers were never identified. The great incentive to violence and rapine with the
Indians was whisky. An intelligent Winnebago, aged about sixty years, told me that "paganini,"”
"firewater" (whisky), was killing the great majority of his people, and making fools and cripples of
those that were left; that before the pale faces came to the big river his people were good hunters
and had plenty to eat; that now they were drunken, lazy and hungry; that they once wore elk or deer
skins, that now they were clad in blankets or went naked. This Indian I had never seen drunk. The
American Fur Company had huts or open houses where the Indians might drink and revel.

At an Indian payment a young, smart looking Indian got drunk and in a quarrel killed his
antagonist. The friends of the murdered Indian held a council and determined that the murderer
should have an opportunity of running for his life. The friends of the murdered Indian formed in a
line, at the head of which was stationed the brother of the dead man, who was to lead in the pursuit.
At a signal the bands of the prisoner were cut, and with a demoniacal yell he bounded forward, the
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entire line in swift and furious pursuit. Should he outrun his pursuers, he would be free; should they
overtake and capture him, they were to determine the mode of his death. He ran nearly a mile when he
tripped and fell. The brother of the dead Indian, heading the pursuit, pounced upon him and instantly
killed him with a knife.

Considering the fact that the Indians were gathered together under the guns of a United States
fort, and under the protection of a law expressly forbidding the sale of intoxicating liquors to them,
the people of the United States were certainly justified in expecting better results, not only in regard
to the protection of the frontier settlers but for that of the Indians themselves. All came to naught
because of the non-enforcement of law. Liquors were shamelessly sold to the Indians and they were
encouraged to drunken revelry and orgies by the very men who should have protected and restrained
them.

The prosperity of Prairie du Chien depended upon the Indian trade, and upon government
contracts which the presence of a military force rendered necessary. The Indians gathered here in
great numbers.

Here the Winnebagoes, part of the Menomonies and some Chippewas received their annuities,
and here centred also an immense trade from the American Fur Company, the depot being a large
stone building on the banks of the Mississippi, under the charge of Hercules Dousman.
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FORT CRAWFORD ROBBED

Two discharged soldiers (Thompson and Evans) living at Patch Grove, thirteen miles away,
visited the fort often. On a morning after one of their visits a soldier on guard noticed a heap of
fresh earth near the magazine. An alarm was given, an examination made, and it was found that the
magazine had been burst open with bars and sledge hammers, entrance having been obtained by
digging under the corner picket. Three kegs of silver, each containing $5,000, were missing. The
kegs had been passed through the excavation underneath the picket. One keg had burst open near
the picket, and the silver was found buried in the sand. The second keg burst on the bank of the
Mississippi, and all the money was found buried there except about six hundred dollars. The third
keg was found months after by John Brinkman, in the bottom of the river, two miles below the fort.
He was spearing fish by torchlight, when he chanced to find the keg. The keg he delivered at the
fort and received a small reward. On opening the keg it was found to contain coin of a different kind
from that advertised as stolen. Brinkman, however, made no claims on account of errors. Thompson,
Evans, and a man named Shields were arrested by the civil authorities on suspicion; their trial was
continued from term to term and they were at last dismissed. One man, who had seen the silver in
the sand during the day and gone back at night to fill his pockets, was seized by a soldier on guard,
imprisoned for a year, and discharged.
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EARLY JUSTICE

A Frenchman shot and killed a couple of tame geese belonging to a neighbor, supposing them
to be wild. Discovering his mistake, he brought the geese to the owner, a Dutchman, who flew into
a great rage, but took the geese and used them for his own table, in addition to which he had the
goose-killer arrested and tried before Martin Savall, a justice of the peace. The defendant admitted
the killing of the geese, the plaintiff admitted receiving them and using them for food, nevertheless
the justice gave judgment in favor of plaintiff by the novel ruling that these geese, if not killed, would
have laid eggs and hatched about eight goslings. The defendant was therefore fined three dollars for
the geese killed, and eight dollars for the goslings that might have been hatched if the geese had
been permitted to live, and costs besides. Plaintiff appealed to the district court which reversed the
decision on the ground that plaintiff had eaten his geese, and the goslings, not being hatched, did
not exist. Plaintiff paid the costs of the suit, forty-nine dollars, remarking that a Dutchman had no
chance in this country; that he would go back to Germany. The judge remarked that it would be the
best thing he could do.
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A SOUTHWARD JOURNEY

My original plan on leaving Maine was to make a prospecting tour through the West and South.
I had been in Prairie du Chien for a season, and as soon as my contract to cut hay for the fort and
my harvesting work was done. I started, with two of my comrades, in a birch bark canoe for New
Orleans. This mode of traveling proving slow and tedious, after two days, on our arrival at Dubuque,
we sold our canoe and took passage on the steamer Smelter for St. Louis, which place we reached
on the seventeenth of October. We remained five days, stopping at the Union Hotel. St. Louis was
by far the finest and largest city I had yet seen in the West. Its levee was crowded with drays and
other vehicles and lined with steamers and barges. Its general appearance betokened prosperity. On
the twenty-second, I left on the steamer George Collier for New Orleans, but the yellow fever being
reported in that city, I remained several days at Baton Rouge. On the second of November I re-
embarked for New Orleans, where I found a lodging at the Conti Street Hotel. New Orleans was
even then a large and beautiful city. Its levee and streets were remarkable for their cleanness, but
seemed almost deserted. Owing to a recent visitation of the yellow fever and the financial crisis of
1837, business was almost suspended. These were hard times in New Orleans. Hundreds of men were
seeking employment, and many of them were without money or friends. It was soon very evident to
me that I had come to a poor place to better my fortunes. After a thorough canvass, I found but one
situation vacant, and that was in a drinking saloon, and was not thought of for an instant. I remained
fifteen days, my money gradually diminishing, when I concluded to try the interior. I took steamer for
Vicksburg, and thence passed up the Yazoo to Manchester, where I spent two days in the vain search
for employment, offering to do any kind of work. I was in the South, where the labor was chiefly
done by negroes. I was friendless and without letters of recommendation, and for a man under such
circumstances to be asking for employment was in itself a suspicious circumstance. I encountered
everywhere coldness and distrust. I returned to Vicksburg, and, fortunately, had still enough money
left to secure a deck passage to the North, but was obliged to live sparingly, and sleep without bedding.
I kept myself somewhat aloof from the crew and passengers. The captain and clerk commented on
my appearance, and were, as I learned from a conversation that I could not help but overhear, keeping
a close eye upon me for being so quiet and restrained. It was true that the western rivers were infested
with desperate characters, gamblers and thieves such as the Murrell gang. Might I not be one of them.
I was truly glad when, on the fifth of December, we landed at St. Louis. It seemed nearer my own
country; but finding no employment there, I embarked on the steamer Motto for Hennepin, Illinois,
where I found occasional employment cutting timber. There was much talk here of the Murrell gang,
then terrorizing the country; and I have good reason to believe that some of them at that time were
in Hennepin. After remaining about two months, I left, on foot, valise in hand or strapped upon my
back, with J. Simpson, for Galena, which place we reached in four days. Finding here Mr. Putnam,
with a team, I went up with him on the ice to Prairie du Chien, where, after an absence of five months
of anxiety, suspense and positive hardships, I was glad to find myself once more among friends.

During the summer of 1838 I cultivated a farm. I had also a hay contract for the fort. My partner
was James C. Bunker. I had worked hard and succeeded in raising a good crop, but found myself
in the fall the victim of bilious fever and ague. I continued farming in 1839 and furnishing hay to
the fort, but continued to suffer with chills and fever. Myself and partner were both affected, and at
times could scarcely take care of ourselves. Help could not be obtained, but ague comes so regularly
to torture its victims that, knowing the exact hour of its approach, we could prepare in advance for
it, and have our water, gruel, boneset and quinine ready and within reach. We knew when we would
shake, but not the degree of fever which would follow. The delirium of the fever would fill our minds
with strange fancies. On one occasion I came home with the ague fit upon me, hitched my horses
with wagon attached to a post and went into the house. Banker had passed the shaking stage, and was
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delirious. I threw myself on the bed, and the fever soon following, I knew nothing till morning, when
I found the team still hitched to the post, and, in their hunger, eating it.

In November of this year I made a somewhat perilous trip with team to Fort Winnebago, at the
portage of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers. The weather was cold and the military road, much of the
distance, covered with snow. There was scarcely a trail over the rolling prairie to guide me. Exposure
brought on the chills as I was returning. Fatigued, sick and suffering, I coiled myself on the top of
the load. The second day, as the sun was setting, I came in sight of Parish's Grove, but the horses
were unwilling to obey my guidance. Coming to a fork in the road they insisted on going to the right.
I pulled them to the left. Had I been guided by their "horse sense" they would have brought me in
a few moments to the door of Parish's hotel. As it was, I drove on until far in the night, when we
came to a steep hill, two steep for descent in the wagon. I unhitched the team, loaded them with the
portable things in the wagon to keep them from the wolves that were howling around, mounted one
of the horses and descended the hill and found myself at Parish's door, the very place I had been
trying to find for a day and a night. Lieut. Caldwell, quartermaster at Fort Crawford, received the
load, and learning something of the perils of the journey, gave me eighty dollars instead of the forty
he had promised.
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RETURN TO MAINE

During the spring and summer of 1840, I fulfilled heavy hay and wood contracts for the fort, and
in the autumn of that year concluded to revisit my early home in Maine. I set out September 23d, and
reached Chicago in seven days, traveling with a team. I traveled thence by steamer to Buffalo, by canal
boat to Rochester, by railroad and stage to Albany and Boston, by railroad to Lowell, and by stage to
Tamworth, New Hampshire. After spending four years amidst the prairies of the West it was indeed a
pleasure to look again upon the grand ranges of mountains in this part of New England. When eleven
years of age I had lived where I could look upon these mountains, and now to their grandeur was added
the charm of old association. I looked with pleasure once more upon "Old Ossipee," Coroway Peak,
and White Face. Time had written no changes upon these rugged mountains. There were cottages
and farms on the mountain side. Sparkling rivulets gleamed in the sunlight, as they found their way,
leaping from rock to rock, to the valleys beneath. Tamworth is situated on beautiful ridges amongst
these mountain ranges. Near this place is the old family burying ground containing the graves of my
grand parents and other near relatives. These mountain peaks seemed to stand as sentinels over their
last resting place. I remained at Tamworth a short time, visited the graves of my kindred, and on
October 20th pursued my journey to Bloomfield, Maine, my old home. I found great changes. Some
kind friends remained, but others were gone. The old home was changed and I felt that I could not
make my future home here. The great West seemed more than ever attractive. There would I build my
home, and seek my fortune. I found here one who was willing to share that home and whatever fortune
awaited me in the West. On January 1st I was married to Mary J. Wyman, by Rev. Arthur Drinkwater,
who gave us good counsel on the eve of our departure to a new and still wilderness country. On
February 16th we bade adieu to our friends in Maine, visited awhile at Tamworth, and March 20th
reached Prairie du Chien, having traveled by private conveyance, stage and steamer, passing through
New Haven, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Frederick City, Maryland, over the National
road to Wheeling, Virginia, by steamer down the Ohio and up the Mississippi to our destination.
Here we made our home until the autumn of 1845, I continuing in the business in which I had been
previously engaged. At this time a failure in my wife's health rendered a change of climate necessary.
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PRAIRIE DU CHIEN IN 1836-37

Our history of Fifty Years in the Northwest commences properly at Prairie du Chien in the
years 1836-37. The entire country west and north was at that time but little better than a wilderness.
Prairie du Chien was an outpost of civilization. A few adventurous traders and missionaries had
penetrated the country above, planting a few stations here and there, and some little effort had been
made at settlement, but the country, for the most part, was the home of roving tribes of Indians, and
he who adventured among them at any distance from posts or settlements did so at considerable peril.
Prairie du Chien, as we have shown, had been for an indefinite period under various governments, at
first a French, and later an American settlement, generally under the protection of a military force. It
was a primitive looking village. The houses were built for the most part of upright timber posts and
puncheons, and were surrounded by pickets. There was no effort at display. Every thing was arranged
for comfort and protection.
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AMERICAN RESIDENTS

There were living at Prairie du Chien in 1837 the following Americans with their families:
Alfred Brunson, Thomas P. Burnett, Joseph M. and Thomas P. Street, Ezekiel Tainter, John Thomas,
Milo Richards, John H. Fonday, Samuel Gilbert, and William Wilson. The following were unmarried:
James B. Dallam, Ira B. Brunson, William S. Lockwood, and Hercules Dousman. In addition to these
were perhaps near a hundred French families, old residents. Among the more noted were the Brisbois,
La Chapelle, Rolette and Bruno families.

We include in the following biographical sketches some names of non-residents, prominent in
the early territorial history, and others who came to Prairie du Chien later than 1837.
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BIOGRAPHIES

James Duane Doty. — The life of this eminent citizen is so interwoven with the history of
Wisconsin that it might well claim more space than is here allotted to it. The plan of this work forbids
more than a brief mention, and we therefore give only the principal events in his life. Mr. Doty
was born in Salem, Washington county, New York, where he spent his early days. After receiving
a thorough literary education he studied law, and in 1818 located at Detroit, Michigan. In 1820,
in company with Gov. Cass, he made a canoe voyage of exploration through Lakes Huron and
Michigan. On this voyage they negotiated treaties with the Indians, and returning made a report on
the comparatively unexplored region which they had traversed. Under his appointment as judge for
the counties of Michigan west of the lake, which appointment he held for nine years, he first made his
home at Prairie du Chien, where he resided one year, thence removing to Green Bay for the remainder
of his term of office, at which place he continued to reside for a period of twenty years. In 1830 he
was appointed one of the commissioners to locate military routes from Green Bay to Chicago and
Prairie du Chien. In 1834 he represented the counties west of the lake in the Michigan legislative
council at Detroit, at which council the first legislative action was taken affecting these counties. At
that session he introduced a bill to create the state of Michigan, which was adopted. The result of this
action was the creation of the territory of Wisconsin in 1836. In 1838 Mr. Doty was chosen territorial
delegate to Congress from Wisconsin, in which capacity he served four years, when he was appointed
governor. He served as governor three years. He acted as commissioner in negotiating Indian treaties.
In 1846 he was a member of the first constitutional convention. In 1848 he was elected member of
Congress, and was re-elected in 1851.

Somewhere in the '50s he built a log house on an island in Fox river, just above Butte des
Mortes, and lived there with his family many years. There he gathered ancient curiosities, consisting
of Indian implements, and relics of the mound builders. This log house still stands and is kept intact
with the curiosities gathered there by the present owner, John Roberts, to whom they were presented
by Mrs. Fitzgerald, a daughter of Gov. Doty, in 1877. The cabin overlooks the cities of Menasha
and Neenah, and the old council ground at the outlet of Lake Winnebago, where the Fox and Sioux
Indians held annual councils, also the old battle ground where the Fox Indians routed the Sioux in
one of the hardest fought battles on record.

In 1861 Judge Doty was appointed superintendent of Indian affairs, and subsequently was
appointed governor of Utah Territory, which place he held until his death in 1865. Wisconsin had no
truer friend nor more faithful and efficient servant. His aims were exalted, and he deservedly held a
high place in the affections of his fellow citizens.

James H. Lockwood. — Mr. Lockwood was the only practicing lawyer at the organization of
Judge Doty's court. He was the pioneer lawyer in Prairie du Chien, and the first lawyer admitted to
the bar in what is now Wisconsin. He practiced in Crawford, Brown and Mackinaw counties. He was
born in Peru, Clinton county, New York, Dec. 7, 1793. He married Julia Warren in 1822. She died
at Prairie du Chien in 1827. He married his second wife, Sarah A. Wright, in St. Louis, Missouri,
in 1834. She died at Prairie du Chien in 1877, much esteemed as one of the pioneer women of the
Upper Mississippi, and respected as a devout Christian, whose faith was proven by her works. The
early years of Mr. Lockwood were spent on a farm. He had not the privileges of a classical education,
and he may be said to be self educated. In 1810 he commenced the study of law. In 1814 he was
sutler in the United States army, and in 1815 at the post at Mackinaw. From 1816 to 1819 he was an
Indian trader, his home being at Prairie du Chien. In 1826 orders came to abandon the fort at Prairie
du Chien. The soldiers were transferred to Fort Snelling, but arms and ammunition were left in charge
of John Marsh, sub-Indian agent. Mr. Lockwood's family was the only American family at the post.
On June 25th of the ensuing year he left for New York by the Wisconsin River route, Mrs. Lockwood
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remaining at home. The Winnebagoes were a little troublesome at this time, the more so as the
soldiers were removed from the post, but no serious disturbance was anticipated. The first night after
leaving Prairie du Chien Mr. L. met some Winnebagoes, and all camped together for the night; but
the Indians, under their chief, Red Bird, left the camp stealthily before morning, and, proceeding to
Prairie du Chien, entered the house of Mr. Lockwood with loaded rifles. Mrs. L., greatly frightened,
fled to the store, then in charge of Duncan Graham, an old English trader. The Indians followed
Mrs. L. into the store. Graham counseled with them and they left. As they were acting suspiciously a
messenger was sent after Mr. Lockwood in haste. He returned on the twenty-seventh and found the
inhabitants assembled, but without ammunition or means of defense. The Indians told the people not
to go into the fort, as they would destroy it. As the day passed pickets and embankments were built
around an old tavern. About sundown a keelboat came down the river and landed, bearing three dead
bodies and several wounded. The sides of the boat had been riddled by bullets. This ghastly arrival
increased the panic. Mr. Lockwood urged organization for defense. He was selected as captain but
declined, and Thomas McNair was chosen, who ordered an immediate removal to the fort. Repairs
were made and preparations for successful defense. On the day the fighting commenced Red Bird
and his companions shot and killed Gagner and Lipcap. Mrs. Gagner, with rifle in hand, held Red
Bird at bay till she escaped with one child into the rushes, whence she was rescued by a soldier on
patrol duty. The soldier went to the house, where he found Gagner and Lipcap lying dead upon the
floor, and an infant child, scalped and with its throat cut, lying under the bed. Gov. Cass, of Michigan,
arrived on the fourth of July, greatly to the relief of the besieged garrison, which he mustered into the
service of the United States, appointing Mr. Lockwood quartermaster. Another company, under Capt.
Abner Field, was sent from Galena to their relief. Mr. Lockwood sent a messenger to Col. Snelling
at Fort Snelling, who promptly sent down a company in a keelboat. The force thus concentrated at
the fort was sufficient to overcome the Indians, who were in no plight to engage in a war with the
United States. As the result of a council held by the Winnebagoes in the presence of the officers of
the garrison, the Indians agreed to surrender Red Bird and Kee-Waw to Maj. Whistler, the Indians
asking that the prisoners should not be ironed or harshly treated. Maj. Whistler promised that they
should be treated with consideration, and Red Bird, rising from the ground, said, "I am ready," and
was marched off with his accomplice, Kee-Waw, to a tent in the rear and placed under guard. The
prisoners were handed over to Gen. Atkinson, and given into the hands of the civil authorities. They
were chained and imprisoned, which so chafed the proud spirit of Red Bird that he drooped and soon
died of a broken heart. Kee-Waw was afterward pardoned by the president of the United States. For
this and other outrages perpetrated upon the settlers, not a single Indian suffered the penalty of death,
excepting Red Bird, whose pride may be said to have been his executioner.

Mr. Lockwood continued in mercantile business at Prairie du Chien many years. He held many
positions of honor and trust, acquitting himself with credit. He built the first saw mill north of the
Wisconsin river, on the Menomonie river. The famous Menomonie mills now occupy the same site.
A small mill had been commenced prior to this on Black river, but the Indians had burned this mill
before it was completed. Mr. Lockwood died at his home, Aug. 24, 1867.

John S. Lockwood. — John S., the brother of James H. Lockwood, was born in 1796 in New
York; came to Prairie du Chien in 1838, and thereafter engaged in merchandising. He was a man of
exemplary habits and a member of the Presbyterian church most of his life. He raised an interesting
family. He died at his home at Prairie du Chien in 1858.

Samuel Gilbert settled at Prairie du Chien in 1830. He was of Kentucky birth, a blacksmith
by trade, and a model man in habits. Mr. Gilbert, in 1842, became one of the proprietors of the
Chippewa Falls mill. He afterward lived at Albany. He followed Mississippi river piloting, removed
to Burlington, Iowa, and died in 1878. Mr. Gilbert left four sons, Oliver, lumberman in Dunn county,
Wisconsin, John and I. Dallam, lumber merchants at Burlington, Iowa, and Samuel.
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Michael Brisbois. — We find the names of Brisbois and some others mentioned in the
proceedings of the commission held by Col. Isaac Lee in 1820, to adjust claims to land in Prairie du
Chien and vicinity. Michael Brisbois testified that he had been a resident of the Prairie thirty-nine
years, which would date his settlement as far back as 1781. Mr. Brisbois lived a stirring and eventful
life. He died in 1837, leaving several children. Joseph, the oldest, became a man of prominence and
held many offices in state and church. Charles, the second son, while yet a boy went to McKenzie
river, British possessions, in the employ of the Northwestern Fur Company, where he lived thirty
years beyond the Arctic circle, and raised a large family. In 1842 he returned to Prairie du Chien, but
his children, reared in the cold climate of the frozen zone, soon after his return sickened, and most
of them died, unable to endure the change to a climate so much milder. Bernard W., a third son, was
born at Prairie du Chien, Oct. 4, 1808. He was well educated and grew up a leading and influential
citizen. As a child he had witnessed the taking of Fort Shelby by the British in 1814, and its recapture
as Fort McKay by the United States troops in 1815. During the Red Bird Indian war he served as
second lieutenant, and for several years was stationed at Fort Crawford. He was also a prominent agent
or confidential adviser in the fur company which had its headquarters at Prairie du Chien. He was
sheriff of Crawford county and held the office of county treasurer and other positions of trust. In 1872
President Grant appointed him consul to Vernier, Belgium, but ill health compelled an early return.
Mr. Brisbois married into the La Chapelle family. He died in 1885, leaving an interesting family.

Pierre Lapoint was also before the commission of Col. Lee as an early resident, having lived
at the Prairie since 1782. The testimony of these early citizens served to establish the ancient tenure
of the lands by French settlers, a tenure so ancient that no one could definitely give a date for its
commencement. Mr. Lapoint was a farmer. He reared a large family of children, and died about 1845.

Joseph Rolette. — Joseph Rolette was at one time chief justice of the county court of Crawford
county. He was of French descent and was born in Quebec, L. C., in 1787. He was educated for
the Catholic priesthood. In 1804 he came to Prairie du Chien. In the early part of his mature life
he was an active and successful trader with the Indians on the Upper Mississippi. He was a man of
keen perceptions and considerable ambition. He joined the British at the siege of Detroit, and was
an officer at the capture of Mackinaw. He was in command of a company in the campaign of the
British from Mackinaw to Prairie du Chien, and aided in taking the American stockade. His early
education and associations inclined him to espouse the British cause during the war of 1812, which
he did with all the ardor and enthusiasm of his nature. To his family he was kind and indulgent, giving
his children the best education possible. One daughter, married to Capt. Hoe, of the United States
army, was a very superior woman. One son, Joseph, received all the aid that money could give, and
might have risen to distinction, but he early contracted intemperate habits which became in later life
tenaciously fixed. This son was at one time a member of the Minnesota legislature. Joseph Rolette,
Sr., died at Prairie du Chien in 1842.

Hercules Dousman. — The leading Indian trader of the Upper Mississippi, the prominent adviser
at Indian treaties and payments and the trusted agent of the American Fur Company, was Hercules
Dousman, a keen, shrewd man, and universally influential with the Indians, with whom it might be
said his word was law. He understood all the intricacies involved in the Indian treaty and the half-breed
annuities and payments. His extended favors and credits to the Indians, properly proven, of course,
would be recognized and paid at the regular payments. He accumulated through these agencies great
wealth, which he retained to his dying day. He came to Prairie du Chien, in the employ of Joseph
Rolette, in 1828. He afterward married the widow of Rolette. He died in Prairie du Chien in 1878.

Rev. David Lowry. — A noble, big hearted Kentuckian, a minister of the Cumberland
Presbyterian church, he was located by the government as farmer and teacher of the Indians on
Yellow river, near Prairie du Chien, in 1833. For years this good man labored with unquestioned
zeal for the welfare of the untutored Indian. Mr. Lowry informed me, while at his post, that he was
fearful that all his labor was labor lost, or worse than useless. The Indian pupil learned just enough
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to fit him for the worst vices. The introduction of whisky was a corrupting agency, in itself capable
of neutralizing every effort for the moral and intellectual advancement of the Indian, with whom
intoxication produces insanity. He felt quite disheartened as to the prospect of accomplishing any
good. He died at St. Cloud some time in the '50s.

Chief Justice Charles Dunn. — When Wisconsin Territory was organized in 1836, Charles Dunn
was appointed chief justice. He served as judge until Wisconsin became a state in 1848. He was
of Irish descent and was born in Kentucky in 1799. He studied law in Kentucky and Illinois, and
was admitted to practice in 1820 at Jonesboro, Illinois. He was chief clerk of the Illinois house of
representatives five years. He was one of the commissioners of the Illinois and Michigan canal. In
1829 he was one of a party which surveyed and platted the first town of Chicago, and superintended
the first sale of town lots there. He was captain of a company during the Black Hawk War in 1832,
and was severely wounded through mistake by a sentinel on duty. In 1835 he was a member of the
Illinois house of representatives. In 1837, as judge, he held his first court in Crawford county. In
this court, in 1838, indictments were found against certain individuals for selling liquor to whites and
Indians contrary to law, when, by evasions, continuances and technicalities, the suits would go by the
board. In one case the charge given to the jury by this dignified and courteous Judge Dunn was as
follows: "Gentlemen of the Jury: Unless you are satisfied that the defendants in this case did deal out,
in clear, unadulterated quantities, intoxicating drinks, it is your imperative duty to discharge them."
The jury, of course, discharged the defendants. Aside from his drinking habits, which interfered
much with his usefulness, he was a genial gentleman and regarded by his associates as an eminent
jurist. He sometimes kept the court waiting till he should become sober, and on one occasion came
near losing his life in a drunken spree. He jumped through an upper window of Tainter's hotel, and
escaped with only a broken leg. Judge Dunn was a member of the second Wisconsin constitutional
convention. He was state senator in 1853-4-5 and 6. He died at Mineral Point, April 7, 1872.

Rev. Alfred Brunson, a distinguished pioneer preacher in the West, was born in Connecticut,
1793, and received there a common school education. His father died while he was yet a minor,
and with commendable zeal and filial love he devoted himself to providing for his mother and her
bereaved family, working at the trade of a shoemaker till he was seventeen years of age, when he
enlisted as a soldier under Gen. Harrison and served under him until the peace of 1815, when he
entered the Methodist ministry, in which, by industry and close application, he became quite learned
and eminent as a divine. His active ministry extended to the long period of sixty-seven years. He
was the first Methodist minister north of the Wisconsin river. In 1837 he established a mission at
Kaposia and thence removed to Red Rock (Newport), in Washington county, Minnesota. In 1840
he was a member of the Wisconsin legislature. In 1842 he was Indian agent at Lapointe, on Lake
Superior. Mr. Brunson was very prominent in the councils of his own church, having represented his
conference several times in the general conference of that body. He is also the author of many essays
and other publications, among them "The Western Pioneer," in two volumes, a most entertaining and
instructive account of life in the West.

Mr. Brunson was married to Eunice Burr, a relative of the famous Aaron Burr. She was a
woman of great intelligence and of excellent qualities of heart as well as mind. Her heart overflowed
with sympathy for the sick and distressed, and she won by her care for them the affectionate title of
"Mother Brunson." She died in 1847.

Rev. Alfred Brunson, though an itinerant, was so favored in his various fields of labor that he
was able to have his permanent home at Prairie du Chien, where he lived from 1835 until the time
of his death in 1882.

Many incidents in Mr. Brunson's career are worthy of permanent record. He was among the
most hardy and daring of the pioneers. He came down the Ohio and up the Mississippi in a barge
to Prairie du Chien in 1835, the barge laden with household furniture and the material for a frame

32



W. Folsom. «Fifty Years In The Northwest»

building which, on landing, he proceeded immediately to erect. This house, which he and his family
occupied till his death, is still standing.

When he established his mission at Kaposia he was greatly in need of an interpreter. An officer
at Fort Snelling owned a negro slave who had been a Methodist before going into the army in the
service of his master. Afterward he had married a Dakota woman and by associating with the Indians
had learned their language. This young negro, James Thompson, was a slave, and Mr. Brunson could
only secure his services by purchasing him outright, which he did, paying the price of $1,200, the
money for which was raised by subscription in Ohio. "Jim" was presented with his "free papers," and
was soon interpreting the Gospel to the Indians at Kaposia. This is the only instance on record of a
slave being sold on Minnesota soil. It will be remembered, however, that the historical "Dred Scott"
was also the property of an officer at the Fort, Surgeon Emerson. James Thompson resided in St.
Paul in the later years of his life, and died there in 1884.

Ira Brunson. — Ira, the eldest son of Rev. A. Brunson, was born in Ohio in 1815, and came to
Prairie du Chien in 1836. He was a member of the legislature during the years 1837-38-39 and 40. He
was also postmaster many years. He was continuously in office in Crawford county until his death in
1884. In 1840 he was appointed special deputy United States marshal for the purpose of removing the
settlers from the Fort Snelling reservation. These settlers were mostly from Selkirk, Manitoba. They
had been driven out by the grasshoppers and, fleeing southward, had settled about Fort Snelling to be
under the protection of the Fort. The government, however, considered them intruders and ordered
Mr. Brunson to remove them outside the reservation, and to destroy all their dwellings and farm
improvements, which disagreeable duty he performed as well, perhaps, as it could be performed; he,
as he afterward told me, being satisfied in his own mind that the removal would be for their ultimate
good, the influences of the Fort and of the associations of the motley crowd of hangers on around it
being somewhat demoralizing. At any rate the eviction of these western Acadians has never aroused
the sympathies of the poet and sentimentalist as did that of the Acadians of the East.

John H. Folsom, brother of W. H. C. Folsom, was born in Machias, Maine, Dec. 27, 1813.
He was engaged during his youth in clerking. In 1835 he made a voyage as supercargo of a vessel
to the Congo coast. In 1836 he came to Michigan, and in 1837 to Prairie du Chien, where he has
since continuously resided. He was married in 1839 to Angelica Pion, who died in 1878, leaving no
children. He has a very retentive memory, and is quoted as an authority in the local history of Prairie
du Chien. The writer is indebted to him for many particulars referring to the early history of that city.

Ezekiel Tainter. — Mr. Tainter came to Prairie du Chien in 1833 from Vermont. He had at first
fort contracts, but afterward engaged in merchandising, farming and hotel keeping. He also served as
sheriff. He was eccentric and original in his methods, and some amusing stories are told of his prowess
in arresting criminals. On one occasion he was about to arrest a criminal. Having summoned his
posse, he followed the man until he took refuge in a cabin with one door and two windows. Stationing
his men before the door, he thus addressed them: "Brave boys, I am about to go through this door. If
I fall, as I undoubtedly will, you must rush over my dead body and seize the ruffian." Giving the word
of command, he plunged through the door and captured the criminal, apparently much astonished at
finding himself still alive. At his tavern, one morning, a boarder announced that he had been robbed.
Uncle Zeke quieted him, and, quickly examining his rooms, found one boarder missing. It was gray
twilight. He ordered all to retire but the man who had been robbed. The two sat quietly down as they
saw a man approaching the house from the bluffs. To their surprise it was the absentee approaching.
As he stepped on the piazza, Uncle Zeke dexterously tripped him up with his stiff leg, and seizing
him by the throat, shouted to the astonished miscreant: "Where is the money you stole? Tell me at
once, or you will never get up." The prostrate culprit, thoroughly frightened, tremblingly answered,
"I hid it in the bluff." They marched him to the spot, recovered the money and generously allowed
the thief his freedom on the condition of his leaving the country. Uncle Zeke lived to a good old age,
and died at the residence of his son Andrew, in Menomonie, Wisconsin.
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Wyram Knowlton. — Mr. Knowlton was born in Chenango county, New York, in 1816, came
to Wisconsin in 1837, and commenced the study of law. He was admitted to practice in Platteville,
and in 1840 came to Prairie du Chien and opened a law office. In 1846 he enlisted and served in the
Mexican War, after which he resumed practice. In 1850 he was appointed judge of the Sixth Judicial
district of Wisconsin, and served six years. He held the first court in Pierce county in 1854. He was
a man of fine ability. He died in the north part of the State in 1873.

Robert Lester. — A melancholy interest attaches to the memory of this man on account of
his early tragical death. He had come to Prairie du Chien in 1840, and in 1842 had been elected
sheriff. Next year his official duties called him to the Menomonie and Chippewa valleys. On his
return he had left Lockwood's mills on the Menomonie, and had passed through Trempealeau and
was coasting along the west shore, when an Indian hailed him, calling for bread. Lester passed on
without responding. As he reached a point of land the Indian ran across the point and, awaiting his
approach, shot him through the heart. Lester rose as the ball struck him, and fell overboard. Mr. Jean
Bruno, proprietor of the Chippewa mills, was on his way up river in a canoe, and witnessed the whole
transaction. Mr. Bruno described the whole tragic scene. Popular excitement ran high at Prairie du
Chien. A party of men volunteered to search for Lester's body, which was found at the place of the
murder and brought back for interment at Prairie du Chien. The Indian, a Sioux, was arrested and
kept in jail a long time, and although he had acknowledged to some of his Indian friends that he had
killed Lester, he was acquitted. It was a cold blooded and atrocious murder, and the proof of the
Indian's guilt was overwhelming, as he was, by his own confession, the murderer; still he was not
punished. In this case the prisoner did not languish and die in jail of a broken heart as did Red Bird,
the murderer of Gagner and Lipcap. As a rule the courts dealt very leniently with Indian criminals.

Thomas Pendleton Burnett was born in Virginia in 1800. He studied law and was admitted to
the bar in Paris, Kentucky. He was appointed sub-Indian agent under J. M. Street, in 1829. He came
to Prairie du Chien in 1830 and entered upon the duties of the agency. He also practiced law. In 1835
he was a member of the Michigan territorial council and its president. In 1836, after his term of office
expired, he married a daughter of Alfred Brunson and, continuing the practice of law, became quite
eminent for his skill, and acquired an extensive practice. He was a fluent speaker, well skilled in the
management of the cases intrusted to his care. In 1840 he removed to a farm at Patch Grove, Grant
county. He was a member of the Wisconsin constitutional convention which met in 1846. He served
but a few weeks when he was called home by the death of his mother and the sickness of his wife. The
fatigue of a twenty-four hours' ride of eighty-five miles in a rude lumber wagon was too much for his
not very rugged constitution, and four days after his mother's death he followed her to the world of
spirits. His devoted wife survived him but three hours. Under circumstances of such unusual sadness
did this brilliant and promising lawyer and citizen take his departure from earth. His death created a
profound sensation throughout the entire Northwest, where he was so well and favorably known.

Henry Dodge, the first governor of Wisconsin Territory, was born in Vincennes, Indiana, Oct.
12, 1782. He came to the lead mines of Wisconsin in 1828. In 1832 he took part in the Black
Hawk War, an uprising of the Sac and Fox Indians against the United States government. Mr. Dodge
participated as a general at the battle of Bad Axe, his regiment occupying the front rank in that battle.
April 30, 1836, he was appointed governor of Wisconsin by President Andrew Jackson, reappointed
in 1839 by President Van Buren, and by President Polk in 1845, serving three terms. From 1841 to
1845, during the presidency of Harrison and his successor (Tyler), he served as territorial delegate
to Congress. In 1848 he was elected United States senator for the short term, and re-elected in 1851,
Senator Walker being his colleague. On the occasion of the motion to admit California, the Wisconsin
senators were instructed by the legislature to vote against the measure. Senator Walker disregarded
the instruction and voted for the measure. Senator Dodge, although extremely ill at the time, had
himself carried to the senate chamber that he might record his vote adversely to the bill. Gov. Dodge
rose to the highest position in his State, and chiefly by his own unaided efforts. As a soldier he was
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brave and efficient, as a governor, congressional delegate and senator he was clear headed, cautious
and wise, and altogether a citizen of whom the State might justly be proud. He died in Burlington,
Towa, June 19, 1867.

George W. Jones was born in Vincennes, Indiana. He graduated at Transylvania University,
Kentucky, in 1825. He was educated for the law, but ill health prevented him from practicing. He,
however, served as clerk of the United States district court in Missouri in 1826, and during the Black
Hawk War served as aid-de-camp to Gen. Dodge. In 1832 he was appointed colonel of militia, and
was promoted to a major generalship. After the war he served as judge of a county court. In 1835
he was elected delegate to Congress from the territory of Michigan, or from that part of it lying
west of Lake Michigan, and remained a delegate until the formation of Wisconsin Territory, in 1836,
when he was elected delegate from the new territory. In 1839 he was appointed surveyor general for
Wisconsin. He was removed in 1841, but reappointed by President Polk, and continued in office until
elected senator from the state of Iowa, which position he held for six years, and was then appointed
by President Buchanan minister to New Granada. During the Civil War his sympathies were with
the South and he was imprisoned for awhile at Fort Warren under a charge of disloyalty. He has
resided in Dubuque, Iowa, since the formation of Iowa Territory. He still lives, a hale and hearty old
gentleman, and served as a delegate to the waterways convention held in St. Paul, September, 1880.

S. G. and S. L. Tainter and John Thomas (father of Hon. Ormsby Thomas, representative from
Wisconsin in the Congress of 1887-88) with their families came to Prairie du Chien in 1837. The
Messrs. Tainter and Thomas died many years ago.
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CHAPTER 11
STILLWATER AND ST. CROIX COUNTY

In September, 1844, reluctantly I bade adieu to Prairie du Chien with its picturesque bluffs
and historic associations, and embarked on the steamer Highland Mary, Capt. Atchison, to seek a
home and more salubrious climate further north. The voyage was without incident worthy of note, till
we reached St. Croix lake, in the midst of a crashing thunder storm and a deluge of rain, which did
not prevent us from eagerly scanning the scenery of the lake. The shores were as yet almost without
inhabitants. The home of Paul Carli, a two story house at the mouth of Bolles creek, was the first
dwelling above Prescott, on the west side of the lake. A few French residences were to be seen above
on the west side. On the east bank, below the mouth of Willow river, where Hudson is now situated,
were three log houses owned by Peter Bouchea, Joseph Manesse, and Louis Massey. On the high hill
west, nearly opposite Willow river, stood the farm house of Elam Greely, and on the same side, on
the point, in full view of Stillwater, stood the farm house of John Allen. With the exception of these
few dwellings, the shores of the lake were untouched by the hand of man, and spread before us in all
their primitive beauty. There were gently rounded hills sloping to the water's edge, and crowned with
groves of shrubby oak, amidst which, especially at the outlet of streams into the lake, the darker pines
stood out boldly against the sky. We passed on over the clear, blue expanse of water on which was
no floating thing save our boat and the wild fowl which were scared and flew away at our approach,
till we reached the head of the lake at Stillwater, the end of our journey. November 30th my family
arrived on the steamer Cecilia, Capt. Throckmorton.
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STILLWATER IN 1845

We landed just in front of the store of nelson & co. just below the landing was a clear, cold
spring, bubbling out of the earth, or the rock rather. It was walled in and pretty well filled with
speckled trout. On the opposite side of the street Walter R. Vail had a house and store; north of Vail's
store the house and store of Socrates Nelson. Up Main street, west side, stood Anson Northrup's hotel
and Greely & Blake's post office and store. One street back was the residence of John E. Mower, and
north of this the mill boarding house, and in the rear the shanty store of the mill company, where the
Sawyer House now stands. Up a ravine stood the shanty residence of John Smith. In a ravine next
to Nelson & Co.'s store was the residence of Wm. Cove. On Main street, opposite Greely & Blake's
store, was the residence of Albert Harris. On the shore of the lake, north of Chestnut street, was John
McKusick's saw mill. Sylvester Stateler's blacksmith shop stood just south of the mill. In Brown's
Dakotah, now Schulenberg's addition, near the old log court house, was a log hotel, kept by Robert
Kennedy. This was Stillwater in 1845.
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ST. CROIX COUNTY

From 1819 to 1836 this valley was under the jurisdiction of Crawford county, Michigan, there
being no white inhabitants save Indian traders. There was no law dispensed in this region, excepting
the law that might makes right. In 1836 the territory of Wisconsin, comprising all of Michigan west
of the great lakes; also all that portion of Missouri Territory out of which was formed the state of
Iowa, which was organized as a territory in 1838, and admitted as a state in 1846; also that portion of
Minnesota which lies west of the present state — yet unorganized — known as Dakota, was organized.

The year 1837 forms a new era in our history. Gov. Henry Dodge, of Wisconsin, on the part of
the national government, was appointed to negotiate with the Ojibways. They met at Fort Snelling.
A treaty was made, the Indians ceding to the United States all their lands east of the Mississippi, to
near the headwaters of the St. Croix and Chippewa rivers.

A deputation of Dakotas at Washington, the same year, ceded all their lands east of the
Mississippi to the parent government, thus opening to settlement all this portion of Minnesota and
Wisconsin. But few adventurers made their way into this far off region, however, for many years. A
steamer once in two months was the only mode of travel, excepting by birch canoe.

In October, 1837, at Prairie du Chien, I met a party who had ascended the Mississippi and
the St. Croix as far as St. Croix Falls. According to their account they had found the place where
creation ended, where a large river, capable of bearing a steamer, burst out of a rock like that which
Moses smote. They had seen "the elephant with his quills erect," and were returning satisfied to their
New England home. They had entered the since famous Dalles of the St. Croix, located at the head
of navigation on that river.

In the year 1838, being the year succeeding the purchase of the lands bordering on the St. Croix
river and a portion of her tributaries, may be dated the commencement of the settlement of the St.
Croix valley; but with the exception of the Hon. Joseph R. Brown, the parties that I shall enumerate as
opening business, came here for the purpose of lumbering, and in no instance as permanent settlers.
The valley was considered too far north and the soil too sterile for cultivation, but many of those who
came here in 1838 found out their mistake and made choice of the valley for their permanent homes.
They were afterward abundantly satisfied with the healthfulness of the climate and the fertility of
the soil. Several companies were formed this year for the ostensible purpose of lumbering, many
members of which became permanent settlers.

The first dismemberment of the St. Croix valley from Crawford county was by the organization
of the county of St. Croix. Joseph R. Brown was elected representative to the legislature, from the
north part of Crawford county. His residence at that time was Gray Cloud, now in Washington
county. Mr. Brown introduced the bill for the organization of St. Croix county, which passed and was
approved by the governor of Wisconsin, Jan. 9, 1840. The writer of these sketches was employed by
Messrs. Brown and Brunson (the representatives from this district), in December, 1839, to take them
with a team from Prairie du Chien to Madison. One of the indispensable requirements for traveling
in those days was a large "Black Betty," which was the butt of much wit and humor. Mr. Brown said
the contents of Old Betty must establish a new county away up in the Northwest. The deed was done
— the act did pass. I don't know whether Old Betty came back to assist in organizing the county or
not. It is well to say Mr. Brown acquitted himself with honor to his constituents, and was successful
in the one great object for which he sought the election. This was the precursor to coming events — a
shadow cast before. For it was under this organization that Northwest Wisconsin and Minnesota first
obeyed the mandates of law and order.

Under the provision of the act of organization, Hazen Mooers, of Gray Cloud, Samuel Burkelo,
of Marine, and Joseph R. Brown, of Dakotah, were constituted a board of county commissioners
with county seat located at Dakotah.
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This town was located at the head of Lake St. Croix, on the west side, on unsurveyed government
lands, known as "Joe Brown's Claim." When the Wisconsin legislature of 1840 made this the county
seat of St. Croix county it was named Dakotah.
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JUDGE IRWIN'S COURT IN 1840

The first district court north of Prairie du Chien was called at Dakotah, St. Croix county. This
county had been assigned to Judge Irwin's district (Green Bay). The time assigned for the court was
June, 1840. Judge Irwin wended his way up Fox river to the portage, down the Wisconsin to Prairie
du Chien, up the Mississippi to St. Paul, and across from St. Paul to Dakotah with guides. At Dakotah
the regular officers were all absent, but he found at the court house two young men named Brown
and six Frenchmen from St. Paul and Little Canada, summoned as jurors by Sheriff Lawrence. Judge
Irwin remained one night, slept in deer skins in the county building, subsisting meanwhile on venison
and bear steak. No calendar was to be found and the judge and jurors left for home.

The first commissioners' meeting was held Oct. 5, 1840. At this meeting much important work
was done. An acre of ground at the county seat was selected for county buildings. A contract to erect a
court house according to specifications was let to J. R. Brown, he to receive for the same eight hundred
dollars. The parties agreed upon a deed or conveyance of ground, a synopsis of which we append. The
conveyance cites and reiterates a Wisconsin legislative law establishing St. Croix county, giving to
the people the right to locate the county seat by vote and to the county commissioners power to erect
county buildings, the selected location to be the permanent seat of justice of said county. It further
provides that the county commissioners shall carry into effect the law of Congress of the United
States, entitled "An act granting to counties or parishes, in which public lands are situate, the right of
pre-emption to one-fourth section of land, for seats of justice within the same." Approved May 20,
1824. Tt then cites the vote taken Aug. 5, 1840, locating the county seat at "Brown's warehouse, at
the head of Lake St. Croix." Further conditions are set forth in compliance with the law, confirming
the location on Joseph R. Brown's land claim. This is the first recorded deed in St. Croix county.

Thirty dollars was allowed to J. R. Brown and W. B. Dibble, each, for carrying election
returns to Prairie du Chien. The first abstract of votes polled in St. Croix county was for delegate
to Congress and for county officers. For delegate to Congress the following vote was cast: Henry
Dodge, seventeen; Jonathan E. Arnold, ten. Samuel Burkelo, Hazen Mooers and W. B. Dibble were
elected county commissioners; William Holcombe, county treasurer and register of deeds; Phineas
Lawrence, sheriff; J. R. Brown, county clerk and clerk of court, and Philander Prescott, assessor.

The first recorded deed of property in Stillwater was from Walter R. Vail to Rufus S. King,
transferring for a consideration of $1,550 a tract bounded east by Lake St. Croix and south and north
by lands owned by Churchill and Nelson.

Three election precincts had been established in this portion of Crawford county prior to the
organization of St. Croix county: Caw-caw-baw-kank, embracing the county adjacent to St. Croix
Falls; Dakotah, the county at the head of Lake St. Croix, and Chan-wak-an the Gray Cloud settlement,
on the Mississippi.

On July 5, 1841, the commissioners held a meeting and established voting precincts as follows:

Gray Cloud- Judges of election, Hazen Mooers, David Howe, Joseph Haskell.

Mouth of St. Croix Lake— Judges of election, P. Prescott, Oscar P. Burris, John Burke.

Marine Mills— Judges of election, Asa Parker, Samuel Burkelo, T. Harrington.

Falls of St. Croix— Judges of election, Joseph W. Furber, Joshua L. Taylor, Jesse Taylor.

Pokegama— Judges of election, Jeremiah Russell, E. Myers, E. L. Ely.

Feb. 2, 1844, St. Paul and Stillwater were made election precincts by the Wisconsin legislature,
and Stillwater was made the county seat. The constituted authorities were not successful in making
out assessments and collecting county revenues. The first estimate of expenditures for the county was
for 1842, and amounted to $482. This included the estimate for holding one term of court. Up to
the time of changing the county seat to Stillwater much dissatisfaction existed as to the manner in
which the county finances had been managed, and there was a general revolt, a refusal to pay taxes.
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In consequence, the county building at Dakotah remained unfinished and was finally abandoned by
the county authorities. J. R. Brown lost on his contract on account of this failure and abandonment.
The first successful collection of taxes in St. Croix county, considered legal, was in 1845. Capt. Wm.
Holcombe acted during this period as clerk of the commissioners, and register of deeds. In 1846 he
deputized W. H. C. Folsom as deputy clerk and register of deeds, and transmitted the records from
St. Croix Falls to Stillwater.
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' EARLY HISTORY OF STILLWATER

In the spring of 1843 Jacob Fisher made a claim on unsurveyed lands at the head of Lake St.
Croix, immediately south of Dakotah, spotting and blazing the trees to mark the limits of his claim.
Mr. Fisher thought it a good site for a saw mill, and made an offer to Elias McKean and Calvin
F. Leach of the entire claim on condition that they would build a mill. McKusick and Greely were
looking for a mill site; Mr. Fisher referred them to McKean and Leach. It was agreed that the four
should take the claim and erect the mill. Greely improved and held the claim, while McKusick went
to St. Louis and procured mill irons and supplies. McKean and Leach operated in the pinery. By
April 1, 1844, the mill was finished and in operation. This was the first frame building erected in
Stillwater. It stood on the lake shore, east of Main street, lot 8, block 18. The second frame building
was McKusick's boarding house, west of Main street, on block 18. John Allen's family was the first
to locate in Stillwater. Mr. Allen came in the spring of 1844, and subsequently removed to California.
The second family was that of Anson Northrup coming soon after. Mr. Northrup built a public house
on the west side of Main street, just north of Nelson's alley. Soon afterward came widow Edwards
and family from Ohio, relatives of the Northrups; Mrs. Northrup being a daughter of widow Edwards.
Socrates Nelson came about this time and built the first store in Stillwater. His family joined him
soon afterward. The first marriage was that of Jesse Taylor and Abbie Edwards, J. W. Furber, Esq.,
officiating justice. The second marriage was that of William Cove to Nancy Edwards in May, 1845.
The first white child born was Willie Taylor, son of Jesse Taylor, in 1845. A daughter, Maud Maria,
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Paul Carli in Dakotah (Schulenburg's addition to Stillwater), in 1843.

Stillwater derives its name from its appropriate location on the banks of the still waters of Lake
St. Croix. A post office was established in 1845, and Elam Greely was appointed postmaster. The first
business partnership was that of the saw mill company, already noted. We give here in full the articles
of agreement as the first written and the oldest on record in Washington county. This document is
important not only as fixing a date for the origin or founding of Stillwater, but as an important event,
as it thus early laid the foundation of the future prosperity of the city, and indicated the direction in
which its energies should be chiefly turned:

[Copy of Agreement.]

This agreement, made and entered into this twenty-sixth day of October, Anno Domini eighteen
hundred and forty-three, by the following named individuals, viz.: John McKusick, Elias McKean,
Elam Greely, and Calvin F. Leach, for the purpose of building a saw mill near the head of Lake St.
Croix, Wisconsin Territory, and for carrying on the lumbering business in all its various branches.

Article first— 1t is understood by this agreement, that the heretofore named individuals form
themselves into a company to continue and exist by the name of the Stillwater Lumber Company.

Article second— 1t is agreed to by the heretofore named individuals, that the whole amount of
property owned and business done by the aforesaid company shall be included in fifteen shares, and to
be divided and owned by each individual of the aforesaid company as follows, viz.: John McKusick,
five-fifteenths; Elias McKean, three-fifteenths; Elam Greely, four-fifteenths; and Calvin F. Leach,
three-fifteenths.

Article third- 1t is furthermore understood, that each proprietor of the aforesaid company shall
pay his proportion of all the expenses arising from all the business done or transacted by the aforesaid
company, and to continue the same ratio, so long a time as said company shall exist and continue to
do business under the present form, and likewise any gain or loss, arising or accruing from any or all

! For the facts in this history I am indebted to John McKusick, Jacob Fisher, Elias McKean, and Elam Greely.
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of the business done by the aforesaid company, shall be shared or sustained by each proprietor of the
aforesaid company, in the same ratio as above named, in proportion to each above named proprietor's
share of stock owned in the aforesaid company.

Article fourth— 1t is furthermore agreed to, that the whole amount of money or property that
each or either of the proprietors of the aforesaid company shall invest, advance, or pay for the benefit
or use of the aforesaid company, the same amount shall be credited to the separate credit of the
proprietor or either of the proprietors of the aforesaid company making such investments, on the
books of accounts kept by the aforesaid company.

Article fifth— 1t is furthermore understood, that for the amount of money or property that any
one of the proprietors of the aforesaid company shall invest, advance, or pay for the benefit or use of
the aforesaid company, more than his proportional share of the whole amount of money or property
invested by the aforesaid company, the same amount of money, with interest, shall be paid or refunded
back to said proprietor by the aforesaid company, out of the first proceeds arising from the business
done by the company aforesaid.

Article sixth— It is furthermore understood, that in case any one of the aforesaid proprietors
should at any time hereafter be disposed to sell, transfer or dispose of his share of stock owned in the
aforesaid company, he shall first pay to said company all the liabilities or indebtedness of said share
of stock, and then give said company the preference of purchasing and owning said share of stock,
at the same rates by which said proprietor may have an opportunity to sell said shares of stock.

Article seventh— It is furthermore understood that the proprietors of the aforesaid company,
individually, shall have no right, or power, to sign any obligation or due bill, make any contract, or
transact any business of importance in the name of, or binding on, the aforesaid company, except
some one proprietor of the aforesaid company should hereafter be fully authorized by the aforesaid
company to act and transact business as agent for the aforesaid company.

In testimony whereof, we hereunto set our hands and seals this twenty-sixth day of October,
Anno Domini eighteen hundred and forty-three.

John Mckusick,
Elam Greely,
Elias Mckean,
C. F. Leach.

Attest: C. Simonds.

This agreement and dates are taken from the original book of records in the possession of John
McKusick.

After this agreement was signed, until Mr. McKusick became the sole owner, the business was
conducted by mutual agreement, there being no constituted agent, except in case of an emergency.

The mill boarding house, a two story building, erected in 1845, was burned in 1846, and
immediately rebuilt. In 1846 J. H. Brewster built a small store. McKusick's store was built the same
year, on the southwest corner of Main and Myrtle streets. Some smaller buildings were erected this
year.

In 1845 a verbal agreement was made with regard to land claims, by which Brown's claim was
recognized as extending along the lake shore north of Battle Hollow, where the Minnesota state prison
now stands. South of Battle Hollow, along the lake shore to Nelson, extending three-fourths of a mile
west, was the claim of the mill company, originally held by Fisher. South of Nelson's alley, one-half
mile down the lake, three-fourths of a mile west, was S. Nelson's claim. When the government survey
was made these claims and lines were amicably adjusted and confirmed. A congressional law was in
existence making provisions for villages and cities built on unsurveyed lands, that such lands should
be equitably divided and surveyed into lots, and the actual settler or occupant should be protected
in his rights.
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In May, 1846, a desire was expressed by citizens of St. Paul and Stillwater for the opening
of new roads between these cities. The traveled road up to that time was by Haskell's and Bissell's
Mounds. Louis Roberts and the writer examined a route by White Bear lake. A road was established
south of this route in June.

In July I started up the St. Croix river with Joseph Brewster, in a batteau, to put up hay for
Elam Greely on Kanabec river. We poled our batteau with outfit and camped where now stands the
village of Franconia. The next morning early we entered the picturesque Dalles of the St. Croix, then
cordelled our boat over Baker's falls, and landed at the village of St. Croix Falls. This village, the first
American settlement on the St. Croix, had one large mill with six saws. The water power was utilized
by means of a permanent dam with massive piers. A warehouse was perched in a romantic situation
amidst the cliffs of the Dalles and furnished with a tramway or wooden railway extending to the
summit of the cliffs, for the transportation of goods. A boarding house dubbed the "Barlow House,"
another the "Soap Grease Exchange," and a few small tenement houses, constituted the village. The
leading business men were James Purinton, Wm. Holcombe, Joseph Bowron and Lewis Barlow. We
spent half a day in making a portage around the St. Croix falls. The wind being fair, on the third day
we sailed as far as Sunrise island. At Wolf creek we passed an Indian trading post. In front of Sunrise
island and on the west side of the St. Croix river, a little below the mouth of Sunrise river, stood the
trading post of Maurice M. Samuels, long known as one of the most remarkable and notorious men
on the frontier. He was a Jew, but had married a Chippewa woman, claiming that he had married one
of his own people, the Indians being, according to his theory, descendants of the Lost Tribes of Israel.

On the sixth day we came to the farm of Jeremiah Russell, on Pokegama lake. We found him
a pleasant gentleman, engaged as an Indian farmer. We paddled across the lake to the Presbyterian
mission. Mr. Boutwell, the superintendent, was absent. The mission was pleasantly located, the
management was excellent, the crops were in fair condition, and well cultivated. Everything about
the mission betokened good management. Next day we went to a hay meadow opposite the mouth of
Ground House creek, where we put up on this and adjacent meadows sixty tons of hay. We left on
the twenty-fourth, camping the first night at Chengwatana. On the morning of the twenty-fifth, while
passing down Kanabec river, our ears were greeted with some most horrible and unearthly noises.
On turning a bend in the river we saw a large body of Indians cutting indescribable antics, in the river
and on the shore, chasing each other, reeling and staggering to and fro, yelling and firing guns. They
seemed a lot of Bedlamites turned out as if to dispute our passage down the river. Pass them now we
must. It was too late to retreat. Our batteau was light. I was in the bow, Brewster was in the stern.
The yelling and uproar grew each moment more horrible. Brewster said: "Keep the bow in the best
water and pass them in a hurry." He was of great strength; every set of his pole would almost lift the
boat from the water. While we were passing several guns were leveled at us, but such was the noise
that if any were fired we did not hear them. We were glad when we passed out of range and hearing.
While passing we caught a glimpse of the cause of the unusual disturbance, some whisky barrels, and
drunken savages around them, staggering, fighting or lying on the ground in drunken stupor. Landing
at Samuels' camp, we learned of him that one Myers had hidden a couple of barrels of whisky on
Kanabec river, that the Indians had found them, and the jollification we had witnessed would last till
the whisky was all gone. We arrived at Stillwater without further adventure.

In July I made another visit to Prairie du Chien. The mail packet for Fort Snelling, on which
I expected to return, broke her shaft and returned to St. Louis for repairs. The postmaster at Prairie
du Chien offered me seventy dollars to carry the mail to the Fort, which offer I accepted. I bought
a skiff, blankets and provisions, hired one man and started. We poled, paddled and rowed against a
strong current, the low water compelling us to keep near the centre of the river. We arrived at Bully
Wells' on Lake Pepin on the fifth evening and politely asked the privilege of stopping with him and
were promptly refused. It was raining very hard at the time. We drew our skiff up on the shore, turned
it over for a shelter, and crawled beneath it with the mail. As it was a cold, wet night, we suffered
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severely. As we were passing an island above Red Wing, the day following, we saw some Sioux Indian
wigwams, and, as we had no firewater and no food to spare we kept close to the opposite shore. We
were, however, observed. An Indian appeared on the shore near the wigwams and beckoned to us to
cross over. We made no reply but kept steadily on our course, observing, meanwhile, that the Indian,
with his gun, was skulking along through the brush, apparently bent on overtaking and waylaying us.
We kept a respectful distance, and fortunately were able to increase it, but not till we were beyond
rifle shot did we dare to pause for rest. That night we camped without striking a light, and next day
arrived at Point Douglas. I went no further. The hardship and exposure of this trip brought on a severe
illness. Mr. David Hone, at whose house I remained for two weeks, under the care of Dr. Carli, of
Stillwater, took the mail to Fort Snelling. Soon as able I returned to Stillwater.

In May of this year I had made a claim of government unsurveyed land, covering springs
sufficient for a water power. While I was sick at Point Douglas, Joseph Brewster, Martin Mower and
David B. Loomis formed a company to build a mill and carry on a logging business. They had agreed
upon me as a fourth partner and to build on my claim; Mower and Loomis to attend to getting logs,
Brewster and Folsom to build the mill. We moved to our claim Oct. 6, 1846, and went to work in
earnest. We agreed upon the name of Arcola for the new settlement. The mill was not finished until
April 3, 1847, at which time Brewster and Folsom sold out their interest and returned to Stillwater.
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STILLWATER IN 1846

Living in Stillwater, Jan. 1, 1846, were the following married men: Cornelius Lyman, Socrates
Nelson, Walter R. Vail, Robert Kennedy, Anson Northrup, Albert Harris, John E. Mower, William E.
Cove, John Smith, and W. H. C. Folsom. Among the unmarried men were: John McKusick, C. Carli,
Jacob Fisher, Elam Greely, Edward Blake, Elias McKean, Calvin F. Leach, Martin Mower, David
B. Loomis, Albion Masterman, John Morgan, Phineas Lawrence, Joseph Brewster, John Carlton,
Thomas Ramsdell, William Rutherford, William Willim, Charles Macey, and Lemuel Bolles.

Here follows a list of the pioneers of the St. Croix valley, in 1846, not mentioned elsewhere:
Nelson Goodenough, who became a river pilot and settled at Montrose, lowa; James Patten, Hugh
McFadden, Edwin Phillips, a millwright, an ingenious, eccentric man, who left the valley in 1848;
Joseph Brewster, who left in 1848, and settled in Earlville, Illinois; Sylvester Stateler, blacksmith,
who removed to Crow Wing county, Minnesota, and O. H. Blair, who followed lumbering, a man of
talent, but eccentric. He died in 1878. The first school was taught in 1846, by Mrs. Ariel Eldridge,
formerly Sarah Louisa Judd. The second school was taught in 1847, by Mrs. Greenleaf; the third in
1848, by Wm. McKausick. A school house was built in 1848. Rev. W. T. Boutwell, a Presbyterian
minister, preached occasionally in the reception room of Northrup's hotel. Rev. Eleazer Greenleaf,
an Episcopalian, came the next summer and established regular services. Prior to the organization
of Stillwater, Rev. J. Hurlbut, a Methodist minister, had preached in Dakotah, St. Croix Falls and
Marine, but organized no societies.

The winter of 1845-46 was very open. All teaming business was done on wheels, except for a
few days in December, in which there was snow enough for sledding. A new feature in the trade of
the valley this year was the rafting and running of logs to St. Louis.

In December, 1845, Dr. Borup, of La Pointe, and others went by ice and overland with teams
to Prairie du Chien, I accompanying them. The first day we came to Point Douglas, at the confluence
of the St. Croix and the Mississippi. Between Stillwater and Point Douglas, on the route we followed,
some distance west of the lake, we found but one settler, Joseph Haskell. At Point Douglas there were
David Hone, a hotel keeper; Hertzell & Burris, merchants, and Wm. B. Dibble, farmer. We reached
Red Wing the second day. At this place lived the famous Jack Frazier, a Sioux half-breed and Indian
trader, one Presbyterian missionary, Rev. — Denton, and a man named Bush. James Wells, more
familiarly known as "Bully Wells," lived with an Indian squaw on the west shore of Lake Pepin, where
stands the town of Frontenac. On the third day we went as far as Wabasha, on the west side, three
miles below Lake Pepin, where we found several French families. We stopped at Cratt's hotel. On the
fourth day we reached Holmes' Landing, now Fountain City. There were then but two houses, both
unoccupied. About noon we passed Wabasha prairie, now the site of Winona. It was then covered
with Indian tepees. At Trempealeau, in the evening of the fifth day, we found two French families. On
the next day we reached La Crosse and found there two American families. Two days more brought
us to Prairie du Chien. On the way we passed a few French families, and these, with those previously
named, constituted the entire white population between Stillwater and Prairie du Chien.

We started on our return with four two horse teams. We took the river road, passing over the
ice. In our company was one Tibbetts, from Fort Crawford, and Jonathan E. McKusick, emigrating
from Maine to St. Croix valley. They were a social, jovial pair. At Capilaux bluff, Dibble's team was
ahead, and my team second. At this place all halted to allow the thirsty an opportunity of liquoring
up, which was done at the rear team. Dibble, in going back, left his team unfastened, and while he
was "smiling" with his jovial companions the team ran away. The horses soon broke loose from the
sled. One horse made for the shore, the other plunged into an air hole in the ice. The entire company
rushed to the rescue, and with ropes and poles managed, at last, to float the horse upon the ice in
an unconscious condition. All the whisky left by the "smiling" throng was poured down the horse's
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throat, but in vain. The animal was dead. No other event of interest occurred except some difficulties
experienced in the transportation of the first cat ever brought to Stillwater. "Tom" was caged in a
narrow box, and the confinement so chafed his proud spirit that he sickened and at one time was
reported dead. At the inquest held over his remains by Capt. McKusick, signs of life were discovered,
and by liberal blood-letting the cat was restored to consciousness and lived several years afterward,
a terror to the rats in Stillwater.
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STILLWATER IN 1847

For about a year the writer had been officiating as justice of the peace with but little official
business, but now and then a marriage to celebrate. On one occasion I walked to Marine to marry W.
C. Penny to Jane McCauslin. The marriage was celebrated at Burkelo's boarding house. The wedding
supper consisted of cold water and cold pork and beans. The following morning I did not wait for
breakfast but returned to Stillwater as I had come, on foot. Another day I rode to Bissell's Mounds and
united in marriage John Kenny and a mulatto woman. Friend Kennedy threatened to disown me for
thus aiding miscegenation. "Such things are intolerable," he said, but from aught I have ever known
to the contrary the couple were well assorted.
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TERRITORIAL ELECTION

On the sixth day of April an election was held for the ratification or rejection of the constitution
adopted by the late territorial convention for the anticipated state government; also a resolution
relative to negro suffrage, and an election was ordered for sheriff. The vote resulted as follows:

For the constitution, 65; against, 61. For equal suffrage to colored persons, 1; against, 126. For
sheriff, Walter R. Vail, 58; W. H. C. Folsom, 72.

There were five precincts that held elections — Stillwater, St. Paul, Gray Cloud, Marine, and
St. Croix Falls.

I immediately gave bonds and qualified as sheriff, and the same day took charge of two
criminals, Chippewa Indians, who had been committed by me for murder, while acting as justice. |
had previously deputized Ham Gates to take care of them. While in Stillwater they were confined in
the basement of the post office building. Their names were Nodin and Ne-she-ke-o-ge-ma. The latter
was the son-in-law of Nodin. They were very obedient and tractable, and I treated them kindly, for
which Nodin repeatedly told me he would show me a copper mine on Kanabec river. Nodin died not
long after his trial, and before he could redeem his promise. The copper mine is yet undiscovered.
Fort Snelling was, at that time, the receptacle for criminals in this region, and to the Fort I carried
these prisoners with a team, — Ham Gates being driver, — unshackled, unbound, my only weapon
a pistol without a lock. In May I summoned jurors and visited Kanabec river to procure witnesses
in the case against Nodin and Ne-she-ke-0-ge-ma for the murder of Henry Rust. The first night I
stopped with B. F. Otis, on the St. Croix, where Taylors Falls is now situated. On the second day I
crossed the river and proceeded up the east side to Wolf creek, thence crossing to the west side, up as
far as Sunrise river. There was no inhabitant, Samuels having vacated his shanty. I crossed the river
with great difficulty. The water was high, the current was strong and swift, and I could not swim. I
found a fallen tree, partly under water, cut a pole, waded out as far as I could into the current, and
then by the aid of the pole floated down some distance, until by pawing and splashing I was able
to reach the other shore. That night I stopped with an old Indian trader, Mr. Connor, who, with his
Indian wife, welcomed me to his bark shanty, divided into rooms by handsome mats, and made me
quite comfortable. He had plenty of good food, and entertained me besides by a fund of anecdotes,
incidents in Indian history, and adventures of traders, trappers and missionaries in the Lake Superior
and St. Croix region. He was a very intelligent and genial man. Next day I went to Russell's farm,
paddled a canoe to Ground House river, and traveled thence on foot to Ann river, where I found the
parties of whom I was in quest, Greely, Colby, Otis and others, a jolly log driving crew, with whom
I spent a very pleasant evening. On the return journey, about two miles above the mouth of Ground
House river, I saw the ruins of the trading house in which Henry Rust was killed. Rust, at the time of
his murder, was selling whisky for Jack Drake. Rev. W. T. Boutwell gives the following account of
the murder: "In the winter of '46 and '47 1 visited the camps of Kent & True and Greely & Blake. On
one occasion I met Rust, and asked him to come and hear me preach. He did not attend. On this day I
preached at three camps. On the following night, at Greely's camp, came a midnight visitor with word
that Rust had been shot. Seventy-five men armed themselves with all kinds of weapons, proceeded
to the scene of the tragedy, removed the body of Rust and all valuables from the house, knocked
out the heads of two whisky barrels and fired the house, the whisky greatly aiding the combustion.
I removed the body to Pokegama and buried it there. Forty men attended the funeral. They held a
meeting and resolved to clear the country of whisky. They commenced by destroying two barrels of
it for Jarvis. He begged hard for his whisky, saying he was a poor man, and in debt to Frank Steele
at Fort Snelling. The response was, 'Out with your whisky," and it was destroyed before his eyes. The
whisky of two other trading stations followed. For a brief period there was peace, but the whisky
soon put in an appearance again."

49



W. Folsom. «Fifty Years In The Northwest»

The first term of district court held in Minnesota, then Wisconsin, was convened in Stillwater,
the county seat of St. Croix county, June 1st. It was held in the upper story of John McKusick's
store, southwest corner of Maine and Myrtle streets, Hon. Charles Dunn presiding. The session lasted
one week. The bounds of St. Croix county then included Crawford county, Wisconsin, on the south,
Brown county, Wisconsin, and the Lake Superior country on the east, the region as far as the British
possessions on the north, and to the Mississippi river on the west. The jurors were found within a
circuit of a hundred miles.

The grand jury was composed of the following gentlemen:

Jonathan McKusick, J. W. Furber, J. L. Taylor, W. R. Brown, Chas. Cavalier, J. A. Ford, Hazen
Mooers, C. Lyman, C. A. Tuttle, Hilton Doe, Elam Greely, Martin Mower, Jr., Edward Blake, W. B.
Dibble, Harmon Crandall, Jerry Ross, James Saunders, Joseph Brown, J. R. Irving, J. W. Simpson,
John Holton, Pascal Aldrich, and Albert Harris.

Joseph R. Brown acted as clerk of court, Jonathan E. McKusick as foreman of the grand jury,
and Morton S. Wilkinson as prosecuting attorney.

The attorneys present were: M. S. Wilkinson, of Stillwater; A. Brunson, of Prairie du Chien;
Ben C Eastman, of Platteville, Crawford and Frank Dunn, of Mineral Point. There were but few civil
cases. Nodin and Ne-she-ke-o-ge-ma were indicted for murder, tried and acquitted on the ground
that the killing was the result of a drunken brawl.

This season, in addition to attending to my duties as sheriff, I went to St. Louis with a raft of
logs. The steamer War Eagle, Capt. Smith Harris, towed through the two lakes, St. Croix and Pepin,
a fleet containing ten acres of logs. During the winter of 1847-8, I was engaged in logging. It was
difficult to get supplies to the pineries before the swamps were frozen over. This season my goods
were taken by batteaus from Stillwater to Clam lake.
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AMUSEMENTS. - SOCIETY BALL IN STILLWATER

A writer in the Stillwater Lumberman, April 23, 1877, gives a sketchy account of an old time
ball, from which we select a few items:

Anson Northrup kept what we called a first class hotel. If a man had blankets he could spread
them upon the floor and sleep till the bell rang. If he had none he spread himself on the floor and
paid for his lodging by tending stove and keeping the dogs from fighting. It was one of the aristocratic
rules of the house that a man who slept in blankets was not to be disturbed by dogs.

At one time our popular landlord got up a ball. He sent round a copper colored card, — a half-
breed Indian boy, — to tell all the folks to come. Everybody was invited. At the appointed hour they
began to assemble. Soon all in town arrived except one Smith. Frequent inquiries were made for
Smith, and at last a deputation was sent to inquire the cause of his absence; when it transpired that he
had broken his leg. He said he was helping the landlord roll a barrel of whisky from the landing when
the barrel slipped, and, rolling back on his leg, broke it. Northrup said that he had bet him one gallon
of whisky that he could not lift the barrel to his lips and drink from the bung. In attempting to do this
the barrel had slipped from his grasp with the result before mentioned. The wife regretted the accident
very much, and said that if it had not been for that barrel of whisky, or some other whisky, they might
have both attended the dance. She could have put out the fire, locked up the house, tied up the dog
and taken her nine days' old baby with her. "There would be younger babies at the dance," she said.

Everything was ready. The ball opened with three "French fours," or two over. They danced
a French two, the music consisting of one old violin with three strings, played by a half-breed from
St. Croix Falls. He played but one tune and called it, "Off she goes to Miramachee." This carried
a "French four" well enough, but when we danced a cotillion or hornpipe there was a great deal of
rolling around instead of dancing. We often called for a new tune. "Oh, yes, gentlemen, you shall
have him," but when we got him it was the same old "Off she goes." He worked hard to please the
company and the sweat rolled down his manly cheeks like the droppings from the eaves of a saw
mill; but all this would not do; it was the same old "Off she goes." There were twenty-four couples at
the ball. The ladies brought with them their babies, fourteen in number, and ranging from six weeks
to six months old. The night passed merrily, uproariously, but without tragic incident. The fiddler
became at last so tipsy that he could no longer play "Off she goes to Miramachee," and staggered off
to that locality himself. The only thing direful occurred at the breaking up, about five o'clock in the
morning. The fourteen babies had been laid to sleep on a bed, but some malevolent genius during the
dance mixed them up and changed their wraps, so that the mothers, in the hurry of their departure,
gathered and took home with them each one some other mother's darling, and this deponent saith
not that the snarl has ever been untangled and the babies restored to their rightful mothers.

With the year 1848 a new era dawned upon Stillwater and the valley of the St. Croix. Great
changes had taken place in the little town. There were many new citizens, new buildings had been
erected and the streets were much improved. Slabs had been placed over the quagmires on Main
street. A stage route had been established to St. Paul, on which stages ran regularly. This was the
first stage route in Minnesota.

The correction lines of the government survey had been run in 1846-7, chiefly in the latter year.
Township, range and section lines were run in 1847, and in the early part of 1848. Prior to this claims
had been made and were held subject to the limitations of the first legal survey. The creation of the
new state of Wisconsin and the prospective organization of Minnesota Territory, the development of
the lumbering business and the formal opening of the government lands to entry, gave an impetus to
immigration. Stillwater profited largely by this immigration, it being an objective point. Population
increased. The village was regularly surveyed and platted in the fall of 1848, Harvey Wilson, surveyor.
Stillwater, although it never aspired to be the future capital of the Territory, became a headquarters for
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political characters and a place for public meetings for the discussions of territorial and other public
questions. It was convenient of access, and contained up to that time a greater population than was
to be found in St. Paul, and it seemed likely to become the commercial metropolis of the Territory.
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CHAPTER III.
BIOGRAPHIES

Joseph Renshaw Brown, one of the best known of the pioneers, came to Dakotah, Schulenberg's
addition, in 1839. For items in his history I am personally indebted to him. He was born in 1805, and,
when old enough, apprenticed to a printer. On account of ill treatment he ran away and enlisted in the
United States army at the age of fourteen years, serving as a drummer boy. He came with the army
to the Northwest Territory in 1819. After enlistment he made his first home at Gray Cloud on the
Mississippi, where he married a half-breed woman. Wisconsin history says she was the daughter of
Robert Dickson, Indian trader and friend of the English in 1812. He learned and spoke the Chippewa
and Sioux languages fluently. In 1839 he founded the town of Dakotah, at the head of Lake St. Croix,
and erected some log buildings. Through his influence, in part, St. Croix county was organized, and
the county seat located in Dakotah.

He built here a two story log court house, which, the county failing to pay for, was left upon
his hands. He kept a trading station, was clerk of the county court and county commissioner. He
filled several offices of trust and was by far the most important and universally serviceable man in the
new county of St. Croix. In 1843 he left Dakotah, and returning to Gray Cloud, continued his Indian
trade at that point and further west by means of branch houses. He was a member of the territorial
Wisconsin legislature two sessions at Madison. He returned to Stillwater in 1848, left again in 1849,
and in 1850 removed to St. Paul, where, in 1852, he purchased of Mr. Goodhue the Pioneer, then the
leading Democratic paper of the Territory. Mr. Brown was chief clerk in the Minnesota territorial
legislature during the sessions of 1849, 1850 and 1851. In 1854 and 1855 he was a member of the
territorial council. In 1857 he was a member of the Democratic wing of the constitutional convention.
During his residence in St. Paul he was interested in building up the town of Henderson, to which
place he ran a stage line from St. Paul. About this time, also, he busied himself with the invention of
a steam wagon, calculated to traverse the western plains and drag after it trains of cars. Financial and
other difficulties prevented the completion of his design, which, however, he never entirely abandoned
during the remainder of his life. In fact he went East in 1870 expressly to get his invention perfected,
but from this journey he never returned. He died somewhat suddenly in New York in that year.

Mr. Brown was a man of iron will and muscular frame. He owed but little to schools, but was a
close observer of men and of the times in which he lived. He was a genial companion and true friend,
and a man of honorable principles. His was a rugged but generous nature. He was public spirited,
far seeing and far reaching in his plans. He believed in the great Northwest. He predicted its future
greatness as a wheat growing and agricultural country, and, as far back as 1839, predicted that a great
city would rise at the head of Lake St. Croix or at the Falls of St. Anthony. Yet so little schooled
was he in the wisdom of the speculator that he sold the property in St. Paul now known as Kittson's
addition, and worth several millions of dollars, for one hundred and fifty dollars, and a lot on Third
street, now valued at $25,000, for a box of cigars.

Paul Carli. — Mr. Carli was of German and Italian descent. He was born in Italy, July 25, 1805.
His father was a merchant. He was married in Chicago, in 1834, to a sister of Joseph R. Brown, and
moved in 1841 to the outlet of Bolles creek, on the west side of Lake St. Croix, to a place near the site
of Afton. In 1846 he was accidentally drowned in the lake, within sight of his dwelling. His children,
Joseph R. and Maria, are residents of Stillwater.

Christopher Carli, brother of Paul, was born at Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, Dec. 7,
1811. The youth of Christopher was devoted to study. He was educated at Heidelberg University,
and studied medicine. He came to America in February, 1832. The March following he located in
Buffalo, where he practiced medicine three years, and returned to Europe where he remained two
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years. Returning to America, he practiced a year in Chicago, a year in New Orleans and another year
in Chicago. He came to Dakotah, St. Croix valley, May 24, 1841. March 12, 1847, he was married
to the widow of Paul Carli, Joseph R. Brown officiating as magistrate. He was the first practicing
physician north of Prairie du Chien. His home was at Dakotah until the organization of Stillwater.
He opened his first office on the west side of Lower Main street, block 28. His practice extended
from Lake Pepin to Lake Superior and from Menomonie Mills, Wisconsin, to the Mississippi river.
His mode of travel was by birch canoe, on horseback, on skates and on foot. He was a member of
the first city council in Stillwater and has been city and county physician. He opened the first bank in
Stillwater when fractional currency was in demand. His floating scrip was all redeemed. Two children,
Christopher and Socrates N., are married and residents of Stillwater. Dr. Carli died Nov. 6, 1887.

Lydia Ann Carli. — Mrs. Carli has passed through many stirring scenes, and is one of the first
female settlers in the St. Croix valley. A fluent and interesting talker, her recitals of early incidents
and adventures are heart enlivening. Lydia Ann Brown was born in Lancaster, Penn., March 18, 1818.
In 1834 she came with friends to Chicago, where in 1839 she was married to Paul Carli. She came
to Dakotah in 1841, and lived there until 1844. The village was surrounded by Indians and there
was no white woman nearer than Marine, twelve miles distant. In 1844 the Carlis removed to the
mouth of Bolles creek, near Afton, on Lake St. Croix, where they built themselves a two story house
commanding a picturesque view of the lake and the adjacent prairies and hills. It was a lone tenement,
midway between Prescott and Stillwater. Mrs. Carli having lost her husband as before narrated, in
1847 was married to his brother, Dr. Christopher Carli.

Phineas Lawrence. — But little is known of the early life of Mr. Lawrence. He had been a river
pilot. He was the first sheriff elected in the St. Croix valley, or northwest of Prairie du Chien. He
was elected and qualified in 1841. On serving the first and only summons he was ever called upon
to serve, he approached the party summoned, holding up to view the documents, and exclaimed:
"I, Phineas Lawrence, high sheriff of St. Croix county, in the name of the United States and of the
Immaculate God, command you to surrender." He was a robust, fleshy, cheerful man, and felt in all
their force the responsibilities of the position in which he was placed. His name has been given to a
creek in Chisago county, where he once logged. He died in Stillwater in 1847.

Jacob Fisher. — Jacob Fisher, a millwright, came to St. Croix Falls in 1842, and being a skilled
mechanic found employment at once on the old mill at the Falls. He made the first land claim and
framed the first building in Stillwater. The building framed was the mill of which mention has been
made. This establishes his claim to priority as the first white man who made a movement toward
the settlement of Stillwater. Others were before him in the settlement of Dakotah or Schulenberg's
addition. Mr. Fisher is a plain, frank, outspoken man, who has no trouble in making his hearers
understand exactly what he means. He was born in Canada in 1813, and still resides in Stillwater. He
has a wife and one son in California.

James S. Anderson was born at Marshalltown, West Virginia, on the fourth of February, 1826.
When he was twelve years old his parents removed with him to Burlington, lowa, where he lived
for eight years. He came to Stillwater in 1846, where he has since resided. In 1852 he was married
to Miss Harriet T. McDonald, at St. Louis, by whom he has had four children, three of whom are
now living — Robert M. Anderson, prominently known in lumber circles, and Misses Sibella S. and
Ella P. Anderson. Upon Mr. Anderson's arrival at Stillwater, he engaged in the employ of Elias
McKean, then a prominent lumberman, now a resident of Washington county. In 1869 Mr. Anderson
formed a partnership with William McKusick, John A. Nelson and Alexander Johnson, under the
firm name of McKusick, Anderson & Co., which firm built and operated the large saw mill opposite
Stillwater. Four years ago Mr. McKusick retired from the firm, since which time the firm has been
J. S. Anderson & Co. In 1874 Mr. Anderson became the senior member of a heavy logging firm
known as Anderson & O'Brien, of which the other members were the well known lumbermen J. S.
and John O'Brien. In connection with his other business interests Mr. Anderson was a heavy owner of
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pine lands, and a stockholder and director in the Lumberman's National Bank. There were two other
well known lumber firms of ancient date with which he was connected, and these were McComb,
Simpson & Co., organized in 1850, and also Delano, McKusick & Co., organized in 1857. From
1857 to 1869 he was also a heavy logger alone. Mr. Anderson died May 8, 1885. His death resulted
from a mill accident, his rubber coat having caught in the belting of a shaft revolving at a rapid rate.
His body was frightfully mangled, but he survived two days, exhibiting, under the circumstances, the
most remarkable composure, dictating his will and arranging his business matters as calmly as he
might have done on an ordinary occasion.

Emanuel Dixon Farmer was born in Tennessee in 1828, and came to Stillwater in 1845, where
he has resided ever since, engaged in the lumbering and saloon business. He was married to Parmelia
A. Collier, in Stillwater, 1848.

Col. John Greely. — Col. Greely was sixty years of age when he came to the West, and although
a strong, active and enterprising man in the earlier part of his life, owing to advancing years and ill
health was rather a spectator than an active participant in the stirring scenes of his new home. He
was born at Southampton, Massachusetts, April, 1777. He was married to Hannah Greely, a second
cousin, at Hopkinton, New Hampshire, Oct. 5, 1801. He followed the lumbering business on the
Merrimac river in early life. He furnished the timber used in erecting the first factory in Lowell,
Massachusetts, cut on the mountains of North New Hampshire. In after life he moved to the west end
of Sebec lake, Maine, where he founded the town at first named Greely, but afterward Willimantic,
now the site of extensive manufactories where the famous Willimantic thread is made. Col. Greely
came to Stillwater in 1847.

Born during the Revolutionary struggle, he lived to witness the marvelous growth and prosperity
of his country and died during the first year of the war of the Rebellion. Aged as he was, having
entered upon his eighty-fifth year, he was intensely interested in the issue of that struggle, and ardently
desired to live long enough to witness the triumph of his country's cause. It was not to be. He sank
peacefully to rest, Oct. 30, 1861, dying as he had lived, an honest man, his memory revered by all
who knew him, and cherished by three generations of descendants. His children were three sons and
five daughters — Sarah, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Greenleaf, and Phebe and Servia, wives of John McKusick.
Miss Sarah alone survives.

Mrs. Hannah Greely. — Mrs. Greely, the wife of Col. John Greely, was born in Hopkinton, New
Hampshire, October, 1787, came to Stillwater in 1847 and died May, 1878, at the advanced age of
ninety years. For sixty years she and her husband walked side by side. She survived him seventeen
years, and, after a life well spent, resignedly folded her hands and sank to her last repose.

Elam Greely. — Elam, son of Col. John Greely, was born in Salisbury, New Hampshire, Aug.
13, 1818, and, with his parents, moved to Maine, where they made their home on Sebec lake. In
1840 Mr. Greely came to St. Croix Falls, where he was employed by the St. Croix Falls Company
the greater part of the time until 1843, when he became a settler at the head of Lake St. Croix. He
was one of the original owners of the first mill at Stillwater. In 1844 he sold his interest to John
McKusick. The same year he was appointed postmaster at Stillwater. The office was located at the
southwest corner of Main and Chestnut streets.

Mr. Greely filled many offices of honor and trust meritoriously. He was a member of the
third and fourth Minnesota territorial councils. In 1845, in company with Edward Blake, he did an
extensive pine log business, running the logs to St. Louis, in which business he continued until the
death of Mr. Blake in 1848.

Mr. Greely early identified himself with the interests of Stillwater, of which he was one of
the founders, and which owes much of its prosperity to his efforts. He was married in Kenosha,
Wisconsin, in 1850, to Hannah P. Hinman, who, with three children, a son and two daughters, survives
him. His oldest son died Oct. 21, 1876. Mr. Greely had many severe reverses in business, but by
indomitable energy recovered from them, and was able not only to care for his aged parents, to bring
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them from Maine and keep them with him until separated by death, but to leave his family well
provided for. He died suddenly away from home, Sept. 14, 1883. His body was brought to Stillwater
for burial.

Himan Greely. — Himan, son of Col. John Greely, was born in Franklin, New Hampshire,
October, 1828. He came to Stillwater in 1846, where he followed the business of lumbering. In 1850
he was married to Lucia Darling. After a brief residence in Stillwater, he removed to Beauford, Blue
Earth county, where he remained until his death in 1882. His wife survived him but a few months.
The bodies of both were removed and buried in Fairview cemetery, Stillwater. Mr. Greely applied
himself closely to business, and was an honest, upright and intelligent man. His education was derived
chiefly from reading and observation. He left two sons.

Aquilla Greely. — Aquilla, the youngest son of Col. Greely, was born in Greely, Maine, June,
1831. During his youth he spent several years with friends in Canada, where he learned the art
of surveying. He came to Minnesota in 1849, and followed surveying and lumbering. He died in
Stillwater, April 25, 1857.

Elias McKean. — A thorough business man, an eccentric man, notably so, an apt man, ready in
reply, somewhat harsh, if irritated, but kind in heart and forgiving in spirit, is Elias McKean. He was
born in Bradford county, Pennsylvania, June 30, 1817, and received a practical education. His father
was a man of some note, and for twenty-eight years a circuit judge in Pennsylvania. Elias McKean
came to St. Croix Falls in 1841, and for a year was in the employ of the Falls Company, but afterward
engaged successfully in business for himself. He was one of the original proprietors of the Stillwater
mill, and one of the founders of Stillwater. In 1850 he settled on a farm on the west side of Lake
St. Croix. In 1855 he was married to the widow of Calvin F. Leach, and a family of six sons has
grown up around them.

Calvin F. Leach. — We are not able to give date or place of birth. Mr. Leach came to St. Croix
Falls in 1842 and soon after came to the head of Lake St. Croix, and became one of the original
owners of the mill, and a founder of the city of Stillwater. In 1850 he was married to Miss — Smith,
of St. Anthony. He died in St. Louis in 1853. He was modest and retiring in his demeanor, correct
in his deportment and respected by all his acquaintances.

Socrates Nelson. — Mr. Nelson was born in Conway, Massachusetts, Jan. 11, 1814, received an
academic education, was married to Mrs. Bertha D. Bartlett in 1844, at Hennepin, Ill., and the same
year came to Stillwater, and engaged in selling goods. Previous to his removal to Stillwater he engaged
in merchandising in Illinois, in 1839, and in St. Louis from 1840 to 1844, where he established a
trading post on the Mississippi nearly opposite Reed's Landing, at a place since known as Nelson's
Landing. Mr. Nelson was the first merchant in Stillwater. His store stood on Main street. He built a
substantial dwelling and lived in it until his death, May 6, 1867. He filled many public positions, was
territorial auditor from 1853 to 1857, and was a senator in the second state legislature. As a merchant
he was very successful, being fitted by nature for commercial pursuits. In 1853, he, with others, built
a saw mill in South Stillwater and engaged in lumbering. He was of a free and generous disposition in
all his relations of life. He conveyed, as a donation to Washington county, a half interest in the block
of land on which the court house stands. His liberality and public spirit did much for the prosperity
of Stillwater. His wife and one daughter, Mrs. Fayette Marsh, survived him, but Mrs. Marsh died
in 1880. She was a woman of great sweetness of disposition, and beloved by all who knew her. His
widow died in 1885.

Mrs. Socrates Nelson. — Bertha D. was born at Conway, Franklin county, Massachusetts,
Sept. 6, 1813. She was married to Geo. A. Bartlett, of Conway, in 1838, and removed with him to
Knoxville, Illinois, where he died. She returned to her parents in Massachusetts, and removed with
them to Hennepin, Illinois. In the fall of 1844 she was married to Socrates Nelson, and came with
him to Stillwater. She died Oct. 8, 1885. She was the last of her family, husband and daughter having
preceded her to the world of spirits. The large attendance of old settlers from Washington county
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and elsewhere at her funeral, and the beautiful floral tributes contributed by her friends, attested but
partially the respect and veneration in which she was held.

Edward Blake. — Of Mr. Blake's early history we have no data. He came to the St. Croix valley
in company with Elam Greely in 1840, engaged in lumbering, and died in 1849.

Walter R. Vail. — Mr. Vail, the second merchant in Stillwater, came West in 1844. He built a
store, with dwelling attached, just south of Socrates Nelson's store, which buildings are still standing
and occupied (1886). Mr. Vail was not successful in business and moved away in 1848.

John E. Mower. — Mr. Mower was born in Bangor, Maine, Sept. 15, 1815. He was married
to Gratia Remick, in Keokuk, Iowa, in 1842, and removed to St. Croix Falls, where he entered the
employ of the Falls Lumbering Company. Two years later he removed to Stillwater, where he built the
second frame dwelling, still standing. Mr. Mower was a millwright and carpenter, but was engaged in
lumbering most of his time. He purchased an interest in the mill property at Arcola, in 1847, which
place he made his home until his death, which occurred June 11, 1879. He left a widow and three
daughters, Helen, wife of the late Louis Torinus; Emily, wife of Henry Van Voorhees; and Mary,
wife of — Richardson. One son died after arriving at manhood. Mr. Mower was a pleasant, reliable
man, a kind husband and loving father. He was honored by his fellow citizens with an election to
the fifth and sixth territorial councils, and to the seventeenth state legislature (house). The territorial
legislature affixed his name to a county.

Martin Mower. — Martin, brother of John E. Mower, came to St. Croix Falls in 1842, and
worked in the employ of the Falls Company. Afterward he engaged in lumbering and became one of
the original proprietors of the Arcola mill. He was also engaged in manufacturing and merchandising
in Stillwater. He built a fine block of buildings on Chestnut street, recently burned down and rebuilt
on a larger scale. He has been one of the managing owners of the St. Croix Boom Company from its
origin. His business interests have been divided between Stillwater and Arcola, but he has made the
latter place his home since 1846. As a business man he is capable and shrewd, giving close attention
to his business; in his manner somewhat eccentric. He has done in much to improve the farming and
other interests of the country.

William Willim. — A firm, consistent, worthy citizen and true friend of his adopted country is
William Willim. He was born in the parish of Woolhope, Herefordshire, England, June 26, 1821;
came to America in 1838, and to Stillwater in 1844. He was married in 1847 to Clara G. Haskell,
and, after her death in 1850, to Joanna W. Hinman. Mr. Willim is a stonemason, plasterer and
contractor. He was a member of the sixth Minnesota territorial legislature, and has filled many
responsible positions in Stillwater. Mr. Willim's was the first naturalization that occurred in the limits
of Minnesota. The oath of allegiance, a somewhat unique and original document of its kind, bears
date of June 18, 1847, Stillwater, St. Croix county, Wisconsin Territory, and is signed by Joseph
R. Brown.

Albert Harris. — Mr. Harris was a native of Maine. He was born in 1815 and married to Miss
Greenleaf in 1841, who died in 1853. He came to Stillwater in 1845, where he died in 1856, leaving
one daughter, wife of the late Levi Thompson, attorney at law in Stillwater, and one son in California.
Mr. Harris was a house carpenter and much respected by his neighbors.

Cornelius Lyman. — Mr. Lyman is of the seventh generation of the Lyman family that came
over from England in 1631. He was born in Brookfield, Vermont, Aug. 11, 1792. He was married in
Brookfield to Betsey Cushman and came to Illinois at an early date, whence he removed to Marine
Mills, in 1842, where he kept a boarding house until 1844, when he removed to Stillwater, where he
kept a boarding house until 1848. He then removed to his farm three miles above Stillwater, where,
by industry and economy, aided by his faithful wife, he was able to build a comfortable home, in
which they continued to live until at a good old age they were removed by death, which claimed them
in the same year, the husband dying January, 1864, and the wife in April. They were members of the
Presbyterian church from early life, and respected as citizens, honored as Christians. Mrs. Lyman was
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one of the excellent of the earth. Mr. Lyman had an inexhaustible fund of humor, and was rather fond
of practical joking. Many of his jokes were of the rarest description. They left two sons, Cornelius
Storrs and David Pride.

David B. Loomis. — Few men have been more active in business and public life than David B.
Loomis. He was born in Wilmington, Connecticut, April 17, 1817. In 1830 he came with his parents
to Alton, Illinois, where, at the age of fifteen, he engaged as clerk in a store and served in that capacity
five years. Mr. Loomis was in the building in Alton in which Lovejoy was shot and killed for the
expression of sentiments which the nation has since been compelled to adopt. In 1843 he came to
the St. Croix valley and engaged in lumbering. In 1846 he was one of the four original owners of the
Arcola mill, but in 1849 sold his interest to Mr. Mower, and for four succeeding years was in charge
of the St. Croix boom. In 1847 he was surveyor general of logs and lumber. In 1851 he was a member
of the Minnesota territorial council, and was re-elected in 1853, serving in all four years, during
one of which he was president of the council. In 1853 he was one of a company that built a mill in
South Stillwater. He sold out in 1859. In 1861 he entered the army as lieutenant, Company F, Second
Minnesota Volunteers, and was promoted to a captaincy. He served three and a half years. Stillwater
has been his home since the war. In 1873 he represented Washington county in the legislature.

William E. Cove. — The year of Mr. Cove's birth is not known. He came to Stillwater in 1844.
His marriage to Nancy Edwards, elsewhere noted, was the second marriage in the village. He was by
trade a house carpenter. He removed to Minneapolis in 1864.

John Smith. — Of the eight first families, that of John Smith was one. Of this particular "John
Smith" little is known, except that he was sober and industrious, and, in 1848, moved to parts
unknown.

John Morgan. — We have no account of the early days of Mr. Morgan, except that he was a
native of Pennsylvania. He was living in Stillwater in 1845, in the employ of Churchill & Nelson.
In 1848 he was elected sheriff of St. Croix county, Wisconsin. In the same year he was married to
Hannah Harnish. He settled on a farm and kept a "half way house" on the road from Stillwater to St.
Paul, when the pioneer stages of Willoughby & Power were placed on this route. In 1848 he obtained
a charter from the Wisconsin legislature for a ferry across Lake St. Croix at Stillwater. This ferry
changed ownership repeatedly and was discontinued when the bridge was built.

Anson Northrup. — This gentleman, whose name was borne by the first steamboat ever launched
on the Red River of the North, and who brought the first drove of cattle through from Illinois to St.
Croix Falls, deserves a conspicuous place in the annals of the Northwest. He was born in Conewango,
Cataraugus county, New York, Jan. 4, 1817. His education was limited, but he was a man of more
than ordinary native ability and energy. He lived in Ohio some years, and came West in 1838. In
1839 he drove the first herd of cattle through a wilderness country from the Wisconsin river to the
St. Croix. In 1841 he removed his family from Ohio to St. Croix Falls. He came by way of St. Louis,
from that point embarking on the steamer Indian Queen for the Falls. The steamer was three weeks
making the trip. Above Prairie du Chien crew and passengers were obliged to cut wood to run the
boat. Mr. Northrup had married Betsey Edwards, daughter of widow Edwards, one of the pioneers
of Stillwater. Charles H., their eldest son, was the first white child born at St. Croix Falls. In the
spring of 1844 he moved to Stillwater, where he built and kept the first hotel in that place. From
1847 to 1848 he was part owner of the Osceola saw mill along with Mahony and Kent. In 1849
he removed to St. Paul, and built the American Hotel on Third street, east from Seven Corners. In
1851 he removed to St. Anthony Falls and built there the St. Charles Hotel. In 1853 he removed
to Minneapolis, and built the Bushnell House, the first brick building in the city. Subsequently he
became a resident at Long Prairie, Swan River and Duluth. Although Mr. Northrup's genius tended
chiefly in the direction of hotel building, his abilites in other directions were beyond question. With
equal facility he turned his hand to lumbering, steamboating and statesmanship. His great steamboat
enterprise was the attempted transfer of the steamer North Star by water from the Mississippi to the
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Red River of the North. The boat was one hundred feet long by twenty wide, and of light draught.
Starting from St. Cloud in the spring of 1859 he performed the wonderful feat of ascending the
Mississippi as far as Pokegama Falls, hoping to ascend further, and during a high stage of water to
float the boat over the height of land into some of the tributaries of the Red river. The water was
not sufficiently high. The winter following he took the boat to pieces, and removed it by land to Red
river, opposite the mouth of the Cheyenne, where it was reconstructed and launched, taken to Fort
Garry and afterward sold to Mr. Burbank. This boat, its name being changed to Anson Northrup,
was the first steamboat on the waters of Red river.

Mr. Northrup's political career commenced and closed with the first Minnesota legislature,
1857-58, he representing the counties of Morrison, Crow Wing and Mille Lacs in the senate.

During the Rebellion he served as wagon master. He lived in Texas three years, returned to St.
Paul, where he lived in 1874-75-76, and now lives in Bismarck, Dakota.

Robert Kennedy. — Mr. Kennedy, in 1839, located at Holmes' Landing, now Fountain City, on
the banks of the Mississippi, above Winona. In 1844 he removed to Dakotah, where he kept a hotel
in the old tamarack court house, built by Joseph R. Brown. In 1846 he kept a hotel in the Northrup
House, Stillwater; in 1848 he kept the American Hotel, Shakopee. Subsequently he returned to St.
Paul and kept a boarding house, and for three years the hotel known as "Moffett's Castle." Afterward
he kept the Snelling House, and last the Bernard House. From 1853 to 1856 he was collector of
customs for the port of St. Paul, and during that time the fees amounted to the enormous sum of
forty six dollars and forty-two cents. Mr. Kennedy spent about thirty years as a landlord, in which
capacity he was very popular.

Harvey Wilson. — Mr. Wilson was born in Corinth, Saratoga county, New York, December,
1815. He resided in his native county twenty-five years, then removed to St. Louis, where, for three
years, he engaged in surveying. He came to St. Croix Falls in 1843 and to Stillwater in 1847. He
acted as J. R. Brown's deputy clerk of court, June term, 1847. He was appointed clerk of the first
Minnesota territorial term of court, Aug. 13, 1849, in which office he continued until his death, Nov.
3, 1876. Mr. Wilson was married in 1851 to widow Mary Stanchfield.

Andrew Jackson Short. — Mr. Short was born in St. Clair county, Illinois, in 1818. He came
thence to the St. Croix valley and located at Marine in 1843, and commenced running rafts with W. B.
Dibble. In 1857 and 1858 he gathered logs as agent in Lake St. Croix, rafted and run them below, but
lost heavily and was in fact financially wrecked. He afterward engaged in the logging and hardware
business in Stillwater. In 1868 he built the famous Dudley mills at Point Douglas, at a cost of $35,000.
Mr. Short made Stillwater his home until 1862, when he removed to Hastings. Much credit is due
him for what he has accomplished. When he came to the St. Croix valley he could neither read nor
write, but by energy, industry and native force of character, notwithstanding a few reverses, he has
done far more than many other men in his position could have done. As a man he is genial and social.

James D. McComb. — Mr. McComb was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, Feb. 13,
1827, came to Stillwater June 10, 1846, and engaged in mercantile business with John H. Brewster
three years, when he entered the firm of Anderson, McComb & Co., Robert Simpson being the third
member. They did an extensive business for years. They built the large stone store on the corner
of Main and Myrtle streets. Mr. McComb in 1860 became clerk in the surveyor general's office,
which position he held ten years. He was surveyor general of logs and lumber four years, his accurate
knowledge of the various marks used admirably fitting him for the position. He served as deputy
sheriff in 1846 under James Fisher, of Prairie du Chien, and in 1847 under W. H. C. Folsom, of
Stillwater. Mr. McComb has passed all the degrees in Odd Fellowship. He was married to Eliza T.
McKusick in Stillwater, March 4, 1851. Mrs. McComb died in Stillwater Sept. 17, 1885.

William Rutherford. — Mr. Rutherford was born in 1823, in Stanton county, New York, and
came to Stillwater in 1844. He married Christina J. Holcombe, at Jackson, Mississippi, in 1849. In
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1848 he removed to his farm near Stillwater, where he has since lived. He has been quite successful
as a farmer. Mr. Rutherford died March 15, 1888. His name will be remembered with honor.

Albion Masterson. — Mr. Masterman has also prospered as a farmer. He was born in Franklin
county, Maine, in 1823; received a common school education; was married to Eliza Middleton in
1848; came to Stillwater in 1844, and in 1850 removed thence to his farm, where he died, Aug. 8,
1886. Mr. Masterman's life has been an industrious and exemplary one.

Joseph N. Masterman. — Mr. Masterman came to Stillwater, September, 1848. He engaged in
lumbering and scaling continuously. He was born in Franklin county, Maine, in 1814, and spent his
youth at home, but his education was somewhat limited. At the age of sixteen years he moved to
Schoodic, lived there fourteen years, when he married Alice M. Prescott, and four years later came
to Stillwater. His two sons, Wellington and Joseph P., reside in Stillwater. Wellington is auditor of
Washington county.

Mahlon Black. — Mr. Black is of Scotch descent. His grandfather was a naval officer during
the war of the Revolution, and a soldier in the war of 1812. Mahlon Black was born in Hamilton
county, Ohio, Oct. 4, 1820. He spent his youth on his father's farm, and received a common school
and academic education. When seventeen years of age he began the study of medicine in Cincinnati
Medical College, but did not complete the course. In 1842 he came to Menomonie Mills, Wisconsin,
and engaged in lumbering until 1846. In 1847 he was connected with government surveys, and
the same year located in Stillwater. He was a representative in the first, third, and last territorial
legislature, also a member of the extra session in 1857. He was mayor of Stillwater in 1860-61. In
1862 he enlisted in a company of sharpshooters, which was assigned to the Army of the Potomac.
He was promoted to be captain, and provost marshal in the second division of the Second Army
Corps, and one of Gen. Gibbon's staff officers. He was in fifty-four battles and skirmishes, in some
of which over 100,000 men were engaged on each side. He was wounded four times, once severely,
by a bayonet thrust received in a charge at the battle of Petersburgh. He served until the close of the
war, and received a special and honorable discharge from his commander, Gen. Smyth, on the face
of which are recorded the names of the battles in which he participated. In 1867 he removed from
Stillwater to Minneapolis, where he has held the positions of land examiner and auditor of Hennepin
county. He has the distinction of being the first Odd Fellow initiated in Minnesota. Sept. 21, 1850,
he was married to Jane M. Stough, of Pennsylvania.

Morton S. Wilkinson. — The record of Mr. Wilkinson, though brief, is brilliant. He was born
in Skaneateles, Onondaga county, New York, June 22, 1819; received an academic education in
his native town; read law; was admitted to the bar at Syracuse, New York, in 1842; commenced
practice in Eaton Rapids, Michigan, and in 1847 came to Stillwater. Mr. Wilkinson was the first
practicing lawyer northwest of Prairie du Chien, was the prosecuting attorney at Judge Dunn's court
in Stillwater, June, 1847, and was a member from Washington county of the first territorial legislature
in 1849. He removed to St. Paul in 1850, to Mankato in 1857, and in 1859 was elected United States
senator. In 1860 he was one of the commissioners to compile the state statutes. In 1868 he was elected
representative to Congress and at the close of the term was re-elected. From 1874 to 1877, inclusive,
he served as state senator from Blue Earth county. Mr. Wilkinson is an eloquent and forcible speaker,
and a man of unusual ability, a sound and logical reasoner, and withal fluent. He has been twice
married. His first wife was a daughter of Rev. Lemuel Nobles, of Michigan. Mrs. Wilkinson died in
Michigan. He married a second wife before coming West. They reside in Wells, Minnesota.

William Stanchfield. — Mr. Stanchfield was a native of Maine, born in the year 1820, was
married to Mary Jackins, in Bangor, Maine, in 1840, and came to Stillwater in 1846, where he
engaged in keeping a hotel on Main street, which was burned while he was in charge. Mr. Stanchfield
died in 1850, leaving a widow who subsequently married Harvey Wilson, and an infant daughter,
who became, years after, the wife of George Davis.
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Thomas Ramsdell. — Mr. Ramsdell was born at Falmouth, England, Dec. 28, 1820. He married
in England and came to this country with his wife in 1843. He settled in Stillwater in 1844, and
removed to his farm in 1846, where he has been successful in raising apples and smaller fruits. His
wife died in 1851. His second wife was Jane Willey. Mr. Ramsdell has been a quiet, good citizen,
reliable and trustworthy.

Charles Macy. — An orphan at thirteen years of age, Mr. Macy's early life was full of changes,
adventures and vicissitudes. He was born in Canada East in 1821. He lived a somewhat wandering
life until 1845, when he came to Fort Snelling, and shortly after to Stillwater, where, in 1846, he
made a claim which became his permanent home. He was married in 1854.

Jonathan E. McKusick. — There was no more genial, pleasant, off-hand man than Jonathan E.
McKusick. He was the life of public gatherings. His remarks, full of wit and sentiment, would keep
his audience in a pleasant frame of mind. At old settlers' meetings his fund of anecdotes, historical
incidents and reminiscences were in the highest degree interesting and entertaining. Mr. McKusick
was born in Cornish, Maine, in 1812; was married to Minerva King in 1836, and came up the
Mississippi on the ice, in December, 1845, to Stillwater, which he made his home until his death,
which occurred Aug. 21, 1876. He took an active interest in the welfare of the city and held many
offices of trust. He served his country during the war of the Rebellion, and in 1863 was appointed
quartermaster with the rank of captain, which position he held until mustered out at the close of
the war.

John McKusick. — Prominent amongst the pioneers of the St. Croix valley, and deserving of
special mention for his enterprise and public spirit, is the subject of this sketch. He was born in
Cornish, Maine, in 1815; received a common school education; came to Illinois in 1839, and to St.
Croix Falls in 1840, where he engaged in the lumbering business, getting logs to the Falls mill, and
sawing them. Through industry and economy he saved enough to enable him to become part owner
and builder of the first mill in Stillwater. He has held many positions of trust. He served as state
senator in 1863-64-65 and 66. He was active in aiding to secure the land grant to build railroads
into Stillwater, in the welfare of which city he has ever manifested the deepest interest. He has been
one of the largest proprietors, and most liberal in improving and adorning the city, has encouraged a
sound system of finances, and has steadily opposed the bonding system. Mr. McKusick was married
to Phebe Greely in 1847, who soon afterward died. He married his second wife, Servia Greely, in
November, 1849. He has three children living, Newton, Chester and Ella. Mrs. McKusick died Feb.
18, 1887.

William McKusick, a younger brother of Jonathan E. and John McKusick, came to Stillwater in
1847, and engaged in lumbering. He was a member of the fifth territorial house, and a senator in the
second, sixteenth and seventeenth state legislatures. In 1870, with the firm of McKusick, Anderson
& Co., he built the large saw mill at Houlton, opposite Stillwater. In 1882 he made his home upon
a farm at Big Stone Lake.

Noah McKausick, another brother, came to Stillwater in 1847, followed lumbering some years,
removed to Oregon, and died there in 1886.

Royal McKusick came to the valley in 1848, and died a few years later, leaving a large and
respectable family.

Ivory E. McKusick. — Ivory E., brother of John and J. E. McKusick, was born in Maine, July
2, 1827. In 1847 he came to Stillwater, with which city he has since been permanently identified. He
spent two years working in the old mill, the first built at Stillwater, and then engaged in lumbering
until 1859. In 1862 he was appointed prison guard, and served two years. In 1864 he was in the
service of the government, and helped build Fort Wadsworth, Dakota. He served as surveyor general
several years, and later has engaged in the forwarding and commission business. He was married to
Sophia A. Jewell, Feb. 9, 1854. He is a man of probity and merit.
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Charles E. Leonard. — The subject of this sketch was born Feb. 25, 1810, at Worthington,
Massachusetts. His father died when he was four years old. In his early life he experienced some
vicissitudes. He tried farming and hotel keeping, but owing to poor health was obliged to give up
these employments. He started West in 1846, remained awhile in Hancock county, Illinois, and in
1847 came to Stillwater, where he engaged in mercantile pursuits. He removed to St. Anthony in
1850, to St. Paul in 1855, to Point Douglas in 1866, to Sioux City in 1880, and to Princeton, Mille
Lacs county, in 1881. Mr. Leonard has held several official positions. In 1852 he was appointed
territorial treasurer, and in 1857, serving four years; was a member of the Democratic wing of the
constitutional convention. He did some military service during the Indian outbreak in 1862. He was
married to Catherine Yendes, of Rodman, New York, January, 1835.

Daniel McLean. — Mr. McLean was born in the north of Ireland in 1800 and came to America
in his youth with his brothers. He lived successively in Philadelphia, Indianapolis and St. Louis,
whence he embarked for St. Croix Falls in 1839, in the employ of the Falls Manufacturing Company.
He came to Stillwater in 1848. Through industry and economy he accumulated a handsome fortune,
which, at his death, he left to his heirs in Stillwater. He was an upright christian man. He died in
Stillwater in 1873.

Robert Simpson. — Mr. Simpson was born in Sussex, England, in 1815. He married Mary Ann
Shelley in 1840 and came the same year to the United States. After spending two years in New York
and other places, he came to St. Croix Falls in 1842, where he followed lumbering until 1850, when
he came to Stillwater. He belonged to the firm of Simpson, Anderson & McComb, lumbering and
merchandising, and engaged in other branches of business. He was a member from Stillwater of the
first state legislature. He is a quiet, unobtrusive gentleman, greatly esteemed by those who know him.
Mrs. Simpson and an only child died in Stillwater in 1856.

William H. Hooper. — This gentleman attained considerable notoriety in later life as an
influential Mormon and a delegate to Congress from Utah from 1859 to 1868. He was a man of
unquestioned ability and an eloquent speaker. His plea for "religious liberty," made against the Cullom
bill, is said to have been one of the most eloquent speeches ever delivered in Congress. Mr. Hooper
was born in Warwick Manor, Maryland, Dec. 25, 1813. In 1835 he moved to Galena and engaged
in mercantile business. In the panic of 1838 Mr. Hooper and his partner failed to the amount of
$200,000, but, after years of struggling, the debt was entirely paid. In 1843 Mr. Hooper engaged in
steamboating as clerk on the steamer Otter, on the Upper Mississippi and its tributaries, and was well
known at Stillwater. His boat in 1843 landed the mill irons for McKusick & Co.'s mill. In 1844 he
built the steamer Lynx and several other boats, the last being known as the Alex. Hamilton, of which
he was part owner. This was burned at St. Louis in 1849, which left him again penniless. In 1850 he
emigrated to Salt Lake and there in his business enterprises greatly prospered. Although he espoused
Mormonism and became one of its leaders, he was opposed to polygamy. He died in Salt Lake City.

James H. Spencer. — James H. Spencer came to Stillwater in 1845, a boy of sixteen. His
educational privileges had been limited, but he was ambitious and studious, and by his own unaided
exertions acquired a practical business education. He followed lumbering and exploring, and was
employed as state timber agent for fifteen years. He was born in Boone county, Missouri, in 1829,
and was married to Rose M. Winters, in Stillwater, in 1869.

John T. Blackburn. — The brothers Blackburn were born in Cincinnati, Ohio, John, the elder,
in 1823. He came to Stillwater in 1844, and has since been actively engaged in lumbering. His home
has been at Stillwater, Marine, Taylor's Falls, and Shell Lake, where he now resides.

Joseph T. Blackburn. — Joseph, the younger brother, was born in 1834, and in 1847 came to
Stillwater. He has followed lumbering and Indian trading. He has made his home at Stillwater, at
Taylor's Falls, and, since 1860, on Totogatic river, in Douglas county, Wisconsin, ten miles from
Gordon. Mr. Blackburn enjoys wilderness life, is eccentric in manner, and attends strictly to his own
business.
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Horace K. McKinstry. — We have no data of Mr. McKinstry's early life. He came to Stillwater
in 1846. His family consisted of his wife, three daughters, and son, John, who afterward married the
eldest daughter of Anson Northrup. Mr. McKinstry was a justice of the peace in 1847 and 1848,
and was engaged in mercantile business the two succeeding years. He removed to Maiden Rock,
Wisconsin, a year or two after and died there March 12, 1884.

Seth M. Sawyer. — Mr. Sawyer was born in Skowhegan, Maine, in 1822. He came to Stillwater
in 1846, followed lumbering, and afterward engaged in building a saw mill in the firm name of
Sawyer & Heaton. In 1850 he was married to Eliza McKinstry. Mr. Sawyer left Minnesota in 1866
for an extended sojourn in the Southern States, and engaged in business there, but nothing is known
positively of his present whereabouts.

Henry Sawyer. — Henry, the younger brother of Seth, came from Skowhegan to Stillwater in
1849, and engaged in mercantile pursuits for two years in partnership with Horace McKinstry. In
1856 he built the first stone block in Stillwater, on lot 2, block 27. In 1857 he built the Sawyer House,
a four story hotel. Mr. Sawyer married Lucy Noyes. He died in Stillwater, Dec. 27, 1865, and his
remains were buried in the Kah-ba-kong cemetery, at Taylor's Falls.

Alvah D. Heaton. — Mr. Heaton was the partner of Seth Sawyer in building the second saw mill
in Stillwater. He came to St. Croix in 1847 and worked at the Osceola mills some time. He was a
partner in logging with O. H. Blair and afterward with Wm. Kent. He was a brother-in-law to Hon.
Cyrus Aldrich, representative in Congress from Minnesota. In after years he removed to Idaho.

John McKinzie. — Mr. McKinzie was born at Inverness, Scotland, in 1818, and came to
America in 1841. He located in Stillwater in 1846, and followed lumbering until 1856, when he
removed to a farm in the Lyman settlement. He married Rose Carlton in 1872 and removed to Miles
City, Montana, in 1879.

George McKinzie, a younger brother of John, came to Stillwater in 1851, and engaged in
lumbering and exploring. In 1885 he was adjudged insane and sent to the St. Peter's hospital, from
which he was soon released. He afterward visited California, where he was drowned in San Francisco
bay. He was unmarried.

Henry Kattenberg. — Mr. Kattenberg was born in Prussia in 1821, and married to Arnebia
C. Silova, at Kemper, on the banks of the Rhine, in 1844. He came to America in June, 1847,
and to Stillwater in 1848. Mr. Kattenberg opened a shop and engaged in the tailoring business. By
industry and close application to business, he prospered and secured a pleasant home. By liberality
and kindness in extending credits, and an unfortunate venture in lumbering, he lost $14,000, which
effectually closed his business operations. With characteristic honesty, he turned over to his creditors
his homestead and all he had to meet his liabilities. In 1880 he removed to Taylor's Falls and
commenced keeping hotel at the Falls House, on Bench street. In October, 1886, he purchased the
Dalles House of Mrs. C. B. Whiting.

Julius F. Brunswick. — Mr. Brunswick was born in Switzerland in 1826; came to this country
in 1846, remained a year in Illinois, and came to Stillwater in 1848, where he engaged in lumbering,
farming, merchandising, and dealing in pine lands. Mr. Brunswick applied himself closely to business
and was successful. Feb. 29, 1859, he married Margaret Darms, of Stillwater. He died at his home
in Stillwater in 1874, leaving a widow and seven children.

Henry McLean. — Mr. McLean was born in Washington county, Maine, in 1828, and in 1848
came to Stillwater, which has since been his home. He is engaged in lumbering. In 1851 he married
Caroline Cover.

Hugh Burns. — Hugh Burns came from Ireland to America in 1830, when he was but eight years
of age, lived in the province of New Brunswick until 1848, when he came to Stillwater, where he
has since been engaged in lumbering and farming. In 1850 he removed to St. Anthony, in 1855 to
St. Paul, and in 1856 to Stillwater.
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Sylvanus Trask. — Mr. Trask was born in Otsego county, New York, Nov. 16, 1811. He secured
a liberal education, and taught school several years in the state of New York. He came to Stillwater in
1848, and in 1852 was married to Euphenia Turner, of St. Paul. He represented the Stillwater district
in the first and second territorial legislatures, 1849-51. For many years he has been a surveyor and
scaler of logs.

Ariel Eldridge. — Mr. Eldridge was born in Hartford, Vermont, June 10, 1815. He was reared
during his minority by an uncle, at Cambridge, New York. In 1844 he came to the Wisconsin lead
mines, at Platteville, and in 1848 to Stillwater, where he worked afterward at his trade of house
carpenter until 1862, when he opened a book and stationery store. He has held several city and county
offices. In 1849 he was married to Sarah L. Judd. Mrs. Eldridge died in Stillwater, Oct. 12, 1886,
aged eighty-four years. Mrs. Eldridge taught the first school in Stillwater.

Edward White Durant. — Mr. Durant is of Huguenot descent. During the eighteenth century
his ancestors lived in Massachusetts and were active participants in the agitation against English
oppression. Edward Durant, Jr., an ancestor five generations from the present, was a delegate
to the Provincial Congress of 1774 and 1775, and chairman of the committee on commercial
correspondence. He died in 1782. Others of the family filled prominent places, and were noted for
their whole-souled patriotism.

Mr. Durant was born at Roxbury, Massachusetts, April 8, 1829. He received a common school
education, and a year in the academy. He came to Cincinnati in 1838, and in 1844 we find him with
his parents in Albany, Illinois. In 1848 he left his parents and came to Stillwater, where he worked
three seasons on the river, running logs. He then became a pilot on the St. Croix and Mississippi
rivers and continued in this business about sixteen years. He acted as salesman for Hersey, Staples &
Co. some years. He has been since then engaged in lumbering and a portion of the time as a member
of the firm of Durant, Wheeler & Co. The annual sales of this firm amount to over half a million
dollars. In 1874 he was a candidate on the Democratic ticket for lieutenant governor and in 1876 was
president of the state Democratic convention. He represented his district in the fifteenth, seventeenth
and twenty-fourth state legislatures. He was several years grand master of the Masons of Minnesota.
He has served as mayor of Stillwater, and often as a member of the council. Mr. Durant, as his record
shows him, is one of the most industrious men of the time, and possessed of good executive and
business abilities. Mr. Durant was married Dec. 29, 1853, to Henrietta Pease, of Albany, Illinois.

Oliver Parsons. — Mr. Parsons was born in South Paris, Maine, and is also descended from
Revolutionary stock. He came to Stillwater in 1848, where he engaged in merchandising and farming.
He removed to Minneapolis in 1876, where he is at present engaged in selling goods. He was married
to C. Jewell, April, 1855. Mr. Parsons has ever been an exemplary man.

Albert Stimson. — A native of York county, Maine, Mr. Stimson spent there his early life, and,
after a few years in New Brunswick, came to Stillwater in 1849. He followed lumbering in his native
state and on the St. Croix. He served as surveyor general of the First district, Minnesota, three years.
He was a member of the Minnesota territorial councils of 1854 and 1855 and a member of the house
in 1853. He was mayor of Stillwater one year, alderman two years, and was also a supervisor of
Washington county. From 1870 to 1872 Mr. Stimson was a citizen of Kanabec county, which county
he helped organize, and of which he was one of the first commissioners. His present residence is
Anoka.

Abraham van Voorhees. — Mr. Van Voorhees' ancestors were patriots during the Revolution,
and lived in New York and New Jersey. He was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, Dec.
2, 1793. He was reared as a farmer. His school privileges were limited. "The Major," as he was
familiarly styled, once told me that the educational advantages he had received in youth were very few,
and that his desires and ambitions were far beyond his means to satisfy and fulfill, and he remarked
with justifiable pride: "And what I am now, if I amount to anything, I owe to strong nerves and
will power; God has always sustained me, and I have always acknowledged allegiance to Him." The
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major had an ingenious and inventive mind. Being studious and industrious, he accomplished much
without scholastic training, and became well versed in the sciences, and an acute reasoner. In 1832
he removed to Athens county, Ohio, where for five years he devoted himself to mechanical pursuits
and the study of the sciences. In 1837 he removed to Athens, and became editor and proprietor of the
Hocking Valley Gazette, and retained the editorship six years. While living in Ohio, he served as county
treasurer, county surveyor, member of the legislature, and state senator. In the latter position he served
four years. In 1849 he was appointed by President Taylor register of the United States land office at
Stillwater, which place he held until 1853. In 1852 Gov. Ramsey appointed him territorial auditor.
He was a representative in the territorial legislature of 1856 and of the state legislature of 1859-60.
He was one of the commissioners for locating the capitol and university lands. He was postmaster in
Stillwater many years, and when he was eighty years of age acted as surveyor of Washington county.
Such is a brief record of an unusually active and useful life. Maj. Van Voorhees was a thoroughly good
citizen and christian gentleman. In politics he was Whig and Republican. His church membership
was in the Presbyterian church, of which he became a member in 1832. In 1817 he was married to
Mary Workman Voorhees. He died at his home in Stillwater, Jan. 24, 1879, aged eighty-six years,
and was buried with christian and masonic honors.

Michael E. Ames, an attorney from Boston, came to Stillwater in 1849, and became one of
the leading lawyers of the Territory. He was urbane and dignified, both in society and at the bar.
He was a charming conversationalist, and such a ready and fluent speaker that it was a pleasure to
listen to him. Many of his witty sayings will long be remembered. He was twice married, but his
domestic life was by no means a happy one. He died in St. Paul in 1861, his life, no doubt, shortened
by intemperate habits, but he was polite and genial and witty to the last.

Joseph Bonin is of French descent. He was born in Montreal, Canada, Aug. 26, 1820. He was
married to Margaret Bruce in 1851. The writer first met Mr. Bonin in Stillwater in 1845. He was
then in the employ of John McKusick. He had spent much of his life on the frontier as an employe
of the fur companies, and could relate many stirring incidents and perilous adventures. Mr. Bonin
located at Baytown at an early day. During the Rebellion he was a member of Company B, First
Minnesota Heavy Artillery.

Marcel Gagnon. — Mr. Gagnon was born in Lower Canada, Aug. 17, 1825. On arriving at
manhood he came to the United States, and was an employe of the American Fur Company several
years. He removed to Stillwater in 1845, engaging in lumbering. In 1863 he enlisted in the Minnesota
Volunteer Independent Battalion, and served three years. Mr. Gagnon is a polite, pleasant, hard
working and independent man.

Sebastian Marty was born in Switzerland in 1809, came to America in 1836, to Stillwater in
1845, and located on a farm in section 32, town of Stillwater, now known as the Jackman homestead.
In 1850 he made his home in section 30, town of Lakeland, where he resided until his death, Nov. 3,
1885. His widow was formerly Christine Mamsche. He was a quiet, unobtrusive, thoroughly honest
and reliable man.

John Marty was born in Switzerland in 1823. He learned the art of manufacturing straw goods
in France. He came to America in 1846, to Stillwater in 1848 and not long after settled on his farm
in Baytown. He was married to Anna M. Henry, in St. Paul, 1852.

Adam Marty. — Mr. Marty was born in Switzerland in 1839. In 1846 he came with his
grandparents to America and located at St. Louis. In 1849 he came to Stillwater and learned the
printer's trade. He was employed one year by John McKusick. He enlisted April 29, 1861, in
Company B, First Minnesota Volunteers, was severely wounded at the battle of Gettysburg, and
honorably discharged. He resides in Stillwater, where he has held responsible positions, and has taken
a deep interest in the Grand Army of the Republic, of which he has been post commander.

Michael McHale. — Mr. McHale came from Ireland in 1836; located first in Quincy, Illinois;
then, 1840, in Galena; in 1842 in Potosi, Wisconsin, and in 1849 at Stillwater. He was interested in
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a saw mill (McHale & Johnson's), and operated also as a contractor in prison work. He was married
to Rosanna McDermott in Wisconsin, 1847. She died in 1856.

George Watson. — Mr. Watson is, in common parlance, a self-made man. Left alone in the
world and dependent entirely on his own exertions for a livelihood, he learned the carpenter's trade,
learned it well, and followed it industriously through life. Mr. Watson was born in Lycoming county,
Pennsylvania, Sept. 13, 1823, and came to the St. Croix valley in 1849. He lived a few years in
Hudson, and then removed to Stillwater, where he has the credit of building many fine structures.
He was married in 1860 to Frances Lyman, of Stillwater.

Rev. Eleazer A. Greenleaf was educated at Bangor Theological Seminary. He came to Stillwater
in 1846, and became pastor of the first Protestant Episcopal church organized north of Prairie du
Chien, excepting at Fort Snelling and some Indian mission charges. Mr. Greenleaf was married to
Susan P. Greely, of Williamsburg, Maine, in 1838. He became a great sufferer in the later years of
his life. He died in Stillwater in 1878. Mrs. Greenleaf died in Minneapolis in 1881.

J. B. Covey. — Dr. J. B. Covey came to Stillwater in 1844. He was born in Duchess county,
New York, in 1784. He practiced medicine many years in Missouri. He died in Stillwater in 1851.

John Shaesby was born in Warwick, England, in 1811; came to America in 1836, to Stillwater
in 1848; removed to St. Croix county in 1850, thence to St. Joseph, to Rush River and to Baldwin
in 1874, where he died in 1880, leaving two children and his widow in comfortable circumstances.
His eldest daughter was the wife of Capt. Isaac Gray.

John S. Proctor. — Mr. Proctor is of English descent, and was born in Cavendish, Windsor
county, Vermont, Feb. 26, 1826. He was favored with a common school education. In 1846 he came
to St. Louis, Missouri, and served as mercantile clerk until 1849, when he came to Stillwater and
engaged in lumbering and mercantile pursuits. He was a member of the firm of Short, Proctor & Co.,
hardware merchants. In 1860 he was appointed warden of the Minnesota state prison, which office
he held until 1868. In 1860 he was also appointed secretary and treasurer of the St. Croix Boom
Company. He performed the duties of both positions, but continued to serve the boom company
twenty years. His experience and reliability made him almost the umpire of this company. He was
appointed surveyor general for the years 1881 to 1884, inclusive. Mr. Proctor was married to Caroline
Lockwood, daughter of John Lockwood, of Prairie du Chien, in 1854. They have one son, Levi.

Barron Proctor, brother of John S. Proctor, came to Stillwater when a young man, but after a
few years removed to New Orleans, whence he returned to Stillwater, and in 1873 engaged in flour
manufacturing as one of the firm of Cahill, Townshend & Co. He disposed of his interest in 1880.
Mr. Proctor was married to Hettie Carson, adopted daughter of Socrates Nelson and widow of John
A. Hanford. He lives in St. Paul.

Henry Westing is a native of Hanover. He emigrated to America in 1840 and came to Stillwater
in 1848. He commenced his business career as a day laborer and by industry, perseverance and tact,
rose to a position of wealth and influence. He died in Stillwater, Feb. 26, 1885, much esteemed by
his associates for his sterling qualities of character.

Thomas Dunn was born in 1823, in Queens county, Ireland. He emigrated to America in 1826,
locating at Miramachi, on the northeast coast of New Brunswick. He came thence to Maine, where
he spent two years. He came to the St. Croix valley in 1846, located in Stillwater, where he has since
lived and been engaged in lumbering. He is the owner of a valuable land property at Yellow Lake,
Burnett county, Wisconsin. He has been a member of the Catholic church since infancy.

Charles J. Gardiner was born at Charlotte, Maine, in 1826, and came to Stillwater in 1849,
where he followed lumbering and farming. He served as surveyor of the First Minnesota district five
years. He was married in 1853 to Pamela Jackman. They have five children.

Samuel Staples was born in Topsham, Maine, September, 1805. He came west from Brunswick,
Maine, in 1854, and located in Stillwater, where he died, Dec. 26, 1887. He is the elder brother of
Isaac, Silas and Winslow Staples. He leaves a widow (his second wife), two daughters, Mrs. E. A.
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Folsom and Mrs. G. M. Stickney, and two sons, Josiah and Winslow, besides a step-son, William
Langly.

Josiah Staples, son of Samuel, was born in Brunswick, Maine, June 20, 1826. He received
a good common school education. At the age of thirteen his family removed to Penobscot county,
and later to the province of New Brunswick, but returned to Maine in 1840. In 1848 he came to
Stillwater, and has since been continuously engaged in milling and lumbering operations, and, latterly,
in steamboating. He was married to Lydia McGlaughlin in 1853. His children are six sons and one
daughter.

Joel M. Darling was born in Madison county, New York, in 1842. He came to Galena, Illinois,
in 1840, and to Stillwater in 1848, where he engaged in farming. He served three years during the
Civil War in Company F, Seventh Minnesota, and has since been pensioned for disabilities incurred
in the service. He is unmarried. He lives in South Stillwater.
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EARLY RIVER PILOTS

Joe Perro. — "Big Joe" as he was familiarly called, was large of frame and big-hearted as well,
honest, manly, of good report for courage and honesty. He was fearless and prompt in taking the part
of the weak and oppressed. We were once passing together up Broadway, St. Louis, when we passed
a peanut stand. A small negro boy was crying piteously and begging the peanut vender to give him
back his money, to which appeal the peanut vender was obdurate. We halted. Joe Perro organized a
court, heard the testimony of man and boy, and satisfied himself that in making change the man had
wrongfully withheld a dime due the boy. Joe decided in favor of the boy and ordered the vender of
peanuts to pay him the ten cents. He replied insolently: "It is none of your d — d business." That was
enough to kindle the magazine of Joe's wrath. A sudden blow of his fist, and the man was prostrate on
the sidewalk and his peanuts and apples scattered. The last seen of the discomfited street merchant
he was on his hands and knees scrambling with the boys for the possession of his scattered fruits,
and casting an occasional vengeful glance at the towering form of "Big Joe" departing slowly from
the scene of conflict. Mr. Perro is of French parentage, and a native of Kaskaskia, Illinois. He has
been a resident of Stillwater since 1844.

James McPhail. — Mr. McPhail, as his name indicates, is of Scotch parentage. He was born in
Inverness, Scotland, in 1824, and came to America in early life. He was one of the first log pilots
on the waters of the Mississippi and St. Croix. He settled in Stillwater in 1848, was married to Eliza
Purinton in 1849, and died in St. Louis in 1857. Mrs. McPhail died in Stillwater in 1885. They left
no children.

John Cormack. — Mr. Cormack commenced piloting on the St. Croix in 1845. He was married
in 1860 to Miss Jackins. He made his home in Stillwater continuously for thirty years, during which
time he served as pilot. He died at Princeton, Mille Lacs county, in 1885.

John Hanford. — Mr. Hanford was a St. Croix river pilot in the '40s. He married an adopted
daughter of Socrates Nelson, of Stillwater. He died at Stillwater. Mrs. Hanford subsequently married
Barron Proctor.

John Leach. — Mr. Leach made his home at Marine many years, during which time he engaged
in piloting on the St. Croix; subsequently he removed to Stillwater. In the later years of his life he
has been blind.

Stephen B. Hanks. — Mr. Stephen B. Hanks, formerly of Albany, Illinois, piloted the first raft
from St. Croix Falls to St. Louis in 1842. He followed piloting rafts and steamboats until 1885.

Samuel S. Hanks. — Samuel, a brother of Stephen B., commenced piloting in the '40s, and is
still active.

Among the early pilots on the St. Croix and Mississippi rivers were Antoine
Lapoint, Augustus Barlow, Richard Whiting, James Hickman, George M. Penny,
and Daniel McLean.
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CHAPTER V.
POLK COUNTY - DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY

Polk county contains 700,000 acres of land, well diversified with timber and prairie, uplands
and valleys, rivers and lakes, and fertile enough to sustain a large population. The county was
established by the Wisconsin legislature in 1853, and originally included much more territory than it
now contains, new counties having been formed north and east of its present domain. Indian traders
had visited it at an earlier period, but the first permanent white settlement was made in 1837, and the
first pioneer who came with the serious intention of making permanent improvements was Franklin
Steele. As Mr. Steele's history is in a great part the history of the early settlement, we insert it here,
and very nearly in the language of Mr. Steele himself, as he communicated it to the writer some
years since:

"I came to the Northwest in 1837, a young man, healthy and ambitious, to dare the perils of
an almost unexplored region, inhabited by savages. I sought Fort Snelling (which was at that time
an active United States fort) as a point from which to start. In September, 1837, immediately after
the treaty was made ceding the St. Croix valley to the government, accompanied by Dr. Fitch, of
Bloomington, Iowa, we started from Fort Snelling in a bark canoe, also a scow loaded with tools,
supplies and laborers, descended the Mississippi river and ascended the St. Croix to the Dalles. We
clambered over the rocks to the Falls, where we made two land claims, covering the Falls on the east
side and the approach to it in the Dalles. We built a log cabin at the Falls, where the Upper Copper
trap range crosses the river and where the old mill was afterward erected. A second log house we built
in the ravine at the head of navigation. Whilst building, four other parties arrived to make claim to
this power. I found the veritable Joe Brown on the west side of the St. Croix, trading with the Indians,
a few rods from where Baker & Taylor built their mill (near the end of the present toll bridge). Brown
had also cut pine logs, part of which, in 1838, were used by Baker & Taylor, but most of them were
burned by forest fires on the ground where they were felled. In February, 1838, I made a trip to the
Falls with a dog team for the relief of one Boyce, who was cutting logs at the mouth of Snake river,
and had had some trouble with the Indians. I helped him until he left the country. Peshick, a chief of
the Chippewas, said, "We have no money for logs; we have no money for land. Logs can not go.' He
said he could not control his young men and would not be responsible for their acts.

"In the spring of 1838, from Fort Snelling we descended the Mississippi river to Prairie du
Chien in bark canoes, thence by steamer to St. Louis, Missouri, where a co-partnership was formed by
Messrs. Fitch, of Muscatine, lowa, Libbey, of Alton, Illinois, Hungerford and Livingston, of St. Louis,
Hill and Holcombe, of Quincy, Illinois, and myself. We chartered the steamer Palmyra, loaded her
with all the materials with which to build a saw mill, including mechanics to do the work, and started
for the scene of operations. Plans for procedure, rules and by-laws were discussed and adopted during
the journey on the steamer, and the new organization was christened the St. Croix Falls Lumbering
Company. Calvin A. Tuttle was the millwright."

The trip was made in safety, our immediate plans executed, and the Palmyra was the first
steamboat that ever sailed the St. Croix river and lake. Mr. Steele made an estimate for the
construction of the mill and dam at $20,000, which he submitted to the company. It was accepted, and
Calvin A. Tuttle, a millwright, was placed in charge of the work, but Mr. Steele sold his interest to the
company before the mill was completed. On examination of the records we find that W. Libbey was
the first agent of the company. We find also from the same record that Libbey knew little or nothing
of the business he had undertaken. With a few barrels of whisky and one of beads he busied himself
trading with the Indians. This was the first whisky sold in the valley, and it was sold in defiance of
government law.
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Much could be written about this old pioneer company of the Northwest, and its history, could
it be truly written, would contain many thrilling incidents and scenes worthy of remembrance; but
much is already forgotten and many of the most prominent actors have passed away, leaving no
record of their lives. The company, as a corporation, passed through many changes of name and
ownership. Its history would be a history of litigations, of wranglings and feuds, of losses and gains,
of mistakes, of blunders and of wrongs. In the first place, the mill was planned by men practically
unfitted for such work, inexperienced in lumbering and unacquainted with the vast expenditures
requisite for the opening up of a new country, hundreds of miles from labor and the supplies needed
for manufacturing. There were three requisites present, a splendid water power, abundance of timber
at convenient distances and a healthful climate; but these alone did not and could not make the
enterprise a success. Had practical, experienced lumbermen been employed the result might have
been different, but impractical methods, enormous expenses, with no profits or dividends, caused
most of the company to withdraw, forfeiting their stock in preference to continuing with the prospect
of total bankruptcy. Goods were brought annually, at great expense, from St. Louis by the large
steamers which then controlled the trade of the Mississippi and the St. Croix. The navigation of the
St. Croix grew annually more difficult, the immense number of logs floated down since 1838 wearing
away the banks and increasing the number and area of sand bars and not infrequently obstructing
the channel with jams.

It is not known exactly how or when the name of St. Croix came to be applied to the beautiful
river bearing it, but La Harpe, in his "Louisiana," gives the most plausible account of its origin: "This
name is not ecclesiastical in its associations, but named after Monsieur St. Croix, who was drowned
at its mouth." Le Sueur, who explored the Upper Mississippi in 1683, says he left a large river on
the east side, named St. Croix, because a Frenchman of that name was drowned at its mouth. As
Duluth was the first white man to embark in the waters of the St. Croix, descending it in canoes, from
near Lake Superior, which he did in 1680; and as Hennepin and La Salle ascended the Mississippi
the same year, the name could not have had an earlier origin, but may be fixed as given sometime
between 1680 and 1683. An old map in my possession, one hundred and twenty-five years old, gives
the present name of the river and lake. The St. Croix valley embraces an area of territory from 20 to
90 miles in width, and about 120 miles in length. Its northern water, Upper Lake St. Croix, is about
20 miles from Lake Superior. The southern portion is a rich prairie country, interspersed with groves
of hardwood timber. The more northern portion is interspersed with groves of pine, tamarack, cedar,
balsam and hardwoods. The whole district, with a small exception, is a cereal country. It abounds in
wild meadows, and much of the swampy portion will ultimately be utilized by ditching, which will
transform it all into a good stock raising country. About eight-tenths of this entire valley is fitted by
nature for agriculture.

Wheat, the leading cereal, averages ten to thirty bushels per acre; the growth of tame grasses
can not be excelled; vegetables grow to wonderful size; native wild fruits abound; cultivated fruits are
being successfully introduced; cranberries are being cultivated in the northern part. Wheat, stock, and
pine lumber are the principal articles of export. The southern portion is well watered by the St. Croix
and its tributaries — Kinnikinic, Willow, Apple, Sunrise, and smaller streams, lakes and springs. The
northern portion is abundantly watered by the St. Croix and tributaries — Wolf, Trade, Wood, Clam,
Yellow, Namakagan, Rush, Kanabec and Kettle rivers. Small streams and lakes are numerous, of
which only the largest are named on the maps. The valley is abundantly supplied with water power,
capable of running enough manufactories to work up all the products of the country. The soil is, as a
general thing, dry and arable. April and May are the seeding months. Crops mature, and are seldom
injured by frosts. The whole country adjacent to this valley will answer to this general description.

On the twenty-ninth day of July, 1837, our government purchased the valley of the St. Croix
of the Indians at a treaty held at Fort Snelling, Gov. Henry Dodge and Gen. Wm. R. Smith acting as
commissioners. The purchase was ratified in Congress in the spring of 1838. Polk county, originally
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a part of Crawford, in 1840 became a part of St. Croix, and in 1853 received its present organization
and name, the latter in honor of James K. Polk, eleventh president of the United States. This country
occupies the eastern part of the valley of the St. Croix lying between Burnett and St. Croix counties
on the north and south, and Barron on the east, the St. Croix river forming its western boundary. The
surface is agreeably diversified with forest and prairie land, and is supplied with excellent springs,
rivers and lakes. Most of the underlying rock is sandstone. This rock crops out along the banks of the
St. Croix and is extensively used for building purposes. Lime rock is also found along the river banks,
some of which is of a superior grade, notably that below Osceola, which is manufactured into lime
and exported. The natural scenery can scarcely be surpassed in the West. The towering, precipitous
bluffs along the St. Croix, the picturesque trap rocks of the Dalles, and the bright clear lakes of the
interior have long been an attraction to the tourist. The lakes and smaller streams abound in fish, and
the latter are famous for their abundance of brook trout.

The county seat at the organization of the county was located at St. Croix Falls. The first election
held in the limits of the present county of Polk, prior to its organization, was at St. Croix Falls, then
a voting precinct, known as Caw-caw-baw-kang, a Chippewa name, meaning waterfall. The returns
of this election were made to Prairie du Chien. I was present at the canvassing of these returns.
They were found to be accurate. Annually since then elections were held at this point and returns
made, first to Prairie du Chien, Crawford county, then to Stillwater, St. Croix county, to Hudson,
St. Croix county, and to Osceola Mills, Polk county. By an election held in Polk county just after its
organization the county seat was removed to Osceola Mills, by a unanimous vote. The records of the
first elections can not be found, they having been stolen from the safe in 1864. The following county
officers were elected in 1853: Isaac Freeland, clerk of court and register of deeds; E. C. Treadwell,
sheriff; Oscar A. Clark, surveyor; Wm. Kent, county treasurer; Harmon Crandall, coroner; Nelson
McCarty, district attorney; J. Freeland, clerk of board of supervisors. The first meeting of the board
of supervisors was held in Osceola, in Isaac Freeland's building, where the offices were located for
many years. The first court was held in the school house, Wyram Knowlton presiding. Both petit and
grand juries were in attendance. Isaac Freeland was the first attorney admitted to practice. Isaac W.
Hale was the first county judge. The first marriage was that of Lewis Barlow to —, at St. Croix Falls.
The first birth in the county was that of Charles Northrup, son of Anson Northrup, at St. Croix Falls
(1844). The first death was that of John Kelly, by drowning (1839), at St. Croix Falls. The first school
in the county was established at St. Croix Falls by Miss Tainter, from Prairie du Chien, in 1848.
The first school house was built in Osceola in 1852, the second at St. Croix Falls in 1861. The first
mail, established in 1840, was carried up the St. Croix river by batteaus in summer and by sleds over
the ice in winter. The mail was weekly; the carrier was Dr. Philip Aldrich. The first land mail route
was in 1847, from Willow River to St. Croix Falls. The mail was carried by Dr. Aldrich through the
woods. The first stage route was established in 1855. The first deed we find of Polk county property
is recorded at Prairie du Chien Sept. 2, 1845, from James Purinton to John Witherell, of St. Louis,
Missouri, for $4,933, — a deed of trust covering a saw mill at St. Croix Falls. The second deed is from
Benj. T. Otis to Edmond Johnson, conveying an undivided interest in a pre-emption claim, known
as the Northrup or Jerusalem claim, about one mile east of St. Croix Falls, for $200. The first deed
recorded in the county of old St. Croix was Sept. 29, 1845, from James Purinton, of St. Croix Falls,
to John H. Ferguson, of the city of St. Louis, Missouri, — consideration $1,552, — of St. Croix Falls
water power property. The first store was built in St. Croix Falls in 1839 and stocked with goods
by the St. Croix Falls Company. The first blacksmith shop and the first hotel were built at St. Croix
Falls. The first grist mill was built at Osceola in 1853. The first crops were raised at "Jerusalem," the
first farm in the county, in 1839. "Jerusalem" was the farm now owned by Wm. Blanding, and was
early noted as a resort for pleasure seekers, as a place for picnics and base ball games. The first pre-
emption and entry of land was made in 1848, by Harmon Crandall, of Farmington. Settlers came
into the county slowly until about 1866, since which time the population has more rapidly increased.
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THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC

Undoubtedly the greatest curse to the pioneers of a new settlement, and to the aborigines
as well, is the liquor traffic. The Indians, under the influence of whisky, became infuriated and
were capable of committing any atrocity; the effects upon the whites were not so violent but just
as surely demoralizing, and in time as fatal. Among dealers in the vile fluid there was no one more
persistent and unscrupulous than Capt. M. M. Samuels. During the summers of 1848 and 1849 there
was no other whisky selling house at the Falls. The character of the whisky sold was vile beyond
description. Mrs. H — and son informed me that they were employed by Samuels during the summer
in compounding various roots with tobacco and boiling them, for the manufacture of a strong drink
that was sold for whisky. Many, both whites and Indians, were poisoned by this compound. As an
emphatic evidence against the vileness of the liquor, I append some of the blighting results:

A talented young lawyer, Hall by name, from Philadelphia, became infatuated with the peculiar
whisky furnished by Samuels, and when insane from its effects ran from Barlow's boarding house to
a high rock overhanging the St. Croix river, just below the falls, plunged in and was drowned.

Another, named Douglas, under the same influence, tried repeatedly to drown himself, when
his friends bound him securely with cords. He then managed to stab himself.

Alexander Livingston, a man who in youth had had excellent advantages, became himself a
dealer in whisky, at the mouth of Wolf creek, in a drunken melee in his own store was shot and killed
by Robido, a half-breed. Robido was arrested but managed to escape justice.

Livingston, once, when on his way from Wolf creek to Clam falls, sought refuge in my camp,
having with him two kegs of whisky. The Indians soon collected at the camp in fighting trim and
sung and danced madly about the door of the cabin, and clamored for scoot-a-wa-bo (whisky). I
refused to allow any whisky to be issued. The Indians were furious. Livingston cowered with fear.
Foreseeing trouble I ordered Nat Tibbetts and Jonathan Brawn to take the kegs and follow me. The
Indians stopped their gymnastic performances and gazed intently. With an axe and with a single blow
on each keg I knocked in the heads, and the whisky was soon swallowed up in the snow. The Indians
sprang forward with demoniac yells and commenced licking up the saturated snow, after which they
danced around me, calling me "Oge-ma" (captain). I gave them food and they went away sober and
apparently satisfied.
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FRONTIER JUSTICE

In the spring of 1848 there were two rival whisky sellers at or near Balsam lake. Miles Tornell,
a Norwegian, was located midway between the lake and the Falls. Miller, a German, had his post at
the lake. Miller was an older trader, and claimed exclusive rights. A bitter feeling sprang up between
them, which resulted, as the testimony afterward proved, in the murder of Tornell. His house was
burned, and his body found concealed in a coal pit. One McLaughlin, who was stopping with Tornell,
was also murdered. An investigation was set on foot. Samuels and Fields acted as detectives, and
fixed the crime upon an Indian, whom they arrested on an island in Blake's lake, and brought to
the Falls for trial. H. H. Perkins acted as judge, a jury of good men was impaneled, and the trial
was held in Daniel Mears' store. A prosecuting attorney and counsel for the accused were appointed.
The Indian frankly confessed the killing, and said that he had been hired to do the bloody work by
Miller. Another Indian testified to being present on the occasion of the murder. After brief remarks
by the lawyers, the jury brought in a verdict of guilty. There was no formal sentence. The Indian was
kept under guard till next morning, when, by the unanimous consent of all present, he was hanged
to a tree, since blighted, that stood near the old burying ground (later Louisiana street), and was
hanged, Samuels officiating as sheriff. The Indians present were permitted to take the body, which
they buried with Indian rites. Toward Miller, who ought to have been held as principal, the crowd
were unexpectedly lenient. Instead of being hanged upon the same tree, he was merely lashed to it,
and flogged, Pat Collins administering fifteen strokes on the bare back with a beech withe. He was
then placed on a steamboat and ordered to leave the country, never to return. Of the more active
participants in the hanging, Pat Collins, who officiated as hangman, and who flogged Miller, was
undeniably a hard citizen. He had a bitter grudge against Miller, and administered the strokes with
a will. He was himself hanged some years later in California for highway robbery. Chas. F. Rowley,
who assisted in the hanging, lived for some years on a farm at Wolf creek, enlisted in 1861 in the
Union army, and was killed in battle.
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POPULATION OF ST. CROIX FALLS IN 1848

The following heads of families resided in St. Croix Falls in 1848: H. H. Perkins, Edward
Worth, G. W. Brownell, Otis Hoyt, J. Saunders, R. Arnold, L. Barlow, A. L. Tuttle, M. M. Samuels,
Geo. De Attley, Moses Perin, and W. H. C. Folsom.

The following single men claimed this as their home: D. Mears, J. L. and N. C. D. Taylor, P.
Kelly, A. Romain, J. and W. R. Marshall, W. F. Colby, Dr. De Witt, W. J. Vincent, C. Dexter, A.
Youle, H. H. Newberry, J. and O. Weymouth, Geo. Field, W. W. Folsom, J. H. Tuller, J. Dobney, J.
Paine, and some others whose names I can not readily recall.
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NATURAL LANGUAGE

The Indians, when unable to talk English, nevertheless managed to express themselves
intelligibly by gestures, picture writing, and vocal utterances, imitating the sounds which they wished
to describe. A kind old Chippewa occasionally visited my camp. He would sit by the camp fire and
mark out in the ashes the outlines of lakes and streams. In tracing South Clam river, at a certain
point he drew a line across the stream, and blew his breath between his teeth and lips in such a way
as to perfectly imitate the sound of falling water. Sometime afterward, in exploring Clam river, on
rounding a curve I heard the sound of falling water, and found the fall just as he had located it.
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THE DROWNING OF HAMLET H. PERKINS

Mr. Perkins had been in the village since 1847, acting as agent for the Falls company until the
winter of 1850-51, when he was accidentally drowned while attending to his duties. He was engaged
in repairing the dam, and was standing on a block of ice. In an unguarded moment he lost his foothold
and was carried by the swift current under the ice. It was two days before his body was recovered.
His family left the valley, taking the body with them.
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A QUAILTOWN MURDER

St. Croix Falls. The buildings consisted of a dwelling house, whisky shop, bowling alley, Indian
house and stable, the whole inappropriately styled Quailtown, as the name was a gross slander upon
the innocent birds. The quails in this "Partridge" nest were evil birds. The resort was noted for its
riotous disorder. The worst classes met there for revelry and midnight orgies. In the summer of
1849 Alfred Romain and Patrick Kelly met at Quailtown, disputed, fought, were parted, and the neat
day met by agreement to continue the fight with pistols. They were to meet at sunrise in front of
Daniel Mears' store. An attempt was made to pacify them, but in vain. Only Romain appeared at the
appointed place, and not finding Kelly, hunted through the village for him. About 9 o'clock a. m. he
found him at the house of Kimball, a mulatto man. Romain shot him at sight, fatally. At the inquest,
held by Dr. Hoyt, it was proven that Romain fired four shots into the body of Kelly, each taking
effect, and then crushed his skull with the pistol, and that Kelly fired one shot at Romain. Romain
was held for murder, but was never brought to trial. After two years' confinement he escaped from
the jail at Prairie du Chien.

Romain afterward removed to St. Louis, reformed his mode of life and became a steady and
respectable man. Kelly was a native of Ireland, and at the time of his death was engaged to be married
to an estimable lady, one of the corps of teachers sent out by Gov. Slade.
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MINERAL PERMITS

In 1846 a party of speculators, composed of Caleb Cushing, Rufus Choate, Robert Rantoul,
and others, located a mineral permit, one mile square, covering part of the site of the two towns of
St. Croix and Taylor's Falls, with the water power as the centre. Their permit was filed in the general
land office at Washington. They located another permit at or near the mouth of Kettle river. As no
money was ever expended in improving them, these permits were never respected. Subsequently the
government resurveyed the lands and sold them. The present title to these lands is perfectly good.
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MARRIAGE UNDER DIFFICULTIES

In the olden time officers could not always readily be found to execute the laws. Parties desiring
to be married, being unable to secure the services of a minister or justice of the peace, would seek
for an officer on the other side of the river, get on a raft or boat, cast off the fastenings and under the
concurrent jurisdiction of the state and territorial authorities, would be pronounced "man and wife."
Parties have had the same rite performed in the winter season while standing on the ice of the St.
Croix midway between the two shores.
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AN INDIAN SCARE

During the excitement following the Indian outbreak, there was a general feeling of insecurity
and alarm. The half-breeds were especially apprehensive of some kind of violence. One bright
moonlight evening, at St. Croix, a surveyor was taking some observations, and as his instrument
glittered brightly in the moonlight, the half-breeds saw it and fled, badly frightened, fancying a Sioux
behind every bush. The whites seeing them running, as if for their lives, caught the panic, and fled
over to the Minnesota side. The Taylor's Falls people were aroused from their peaceful slumbers to
find, soon after, that it was a false alarm. Some of the fugitives hid underneath the bridge and clung
to the trestle work till morning.
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THE FIRST FIRE CANOE

I am indebted to Calvin A. Tuttle for the following reminiscence: In July, 1838, the steamer
Palmyra, Capt. Middleton, of Hannibal, Missouri, in command, the first steamer on St. Croix waters,
brought me to St. Croix Falls, landing in the Dalles, east side, opposite Angle Rock. The snorting of
the Palmyra brought many curiosity seeking Indians to the Dalles. They gathered on the pinnacles of
the trap rock, peered curiously over and jumped back, trembling with fright at the "Scota Cheman" or
"fire canoe," the first that had ever floated on the placid waters of the St. Croix. I had been employed
as millwright to erect mills in the new, and, as yet, almost unknown settlement. On the Palmyra came
the proprietors, Steele, Fitch, Hungerford, Libbey, Livingston, Hill, and Russell, with mill irons, tools
and provisions for the enterprise.
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MILL BUILDING

After climbing over the cragged rocks we came to an Indian trail which led to the Falls, where
we found two men, Lagoo and Denire holding the claim for Steele. The fanciful scheme of building
a mill up in the wild land looked now like a reality. The men lived in a log cabin just below the Falls,
in a small clearing in the timber, near a copper rock range. Boyce and his men had been driven in
by Indians from above. Andrew Mackey and others of Boyce's men went to work with us. Thirty-six
men had come from St. Louis on the steamer Palmyra. We moved our machinery from the Dalles
to the Falls by water and commenced work immediately. Steele's men had been hindered by the
Indians from procuring timber for the building of the mill. We obtained a supply from Kanabec
river, which arrived September 15th. Building the mill and blasting the rock occupied our attention
during the winter. The mill was soon completed and running. During this period the work was often
interrupted and the men were greatly demoralized by the threatening behavior of the Indians. Many
of them were frightened into leaving the settlement, but their places were supplied by the company
whenever practicable. During 1840 we received some reliable accessions, among them J. L. Taylor,
John McKusick, Joseph Haskell, Elam Greely, J. W. Furber and A. McHattie. Some frame houses
were built near the mill. Washington Libbey was our first agent, Darnes our second (1839), Capt.
W. Frazer our third (1840), Capt. Wm. Holcombe our fourth (1841). The first death was of a man
drowned in 1840. The first white woman who visited the Falls was Mrs. David Hone. Rev. Boutwell
preached here in 1839. A. Northrup and family came in 1840.
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INDIAN MURDERS

In 1840 Jeremiah Russell, the Indian farmer at Pokegama, Pine county, Minnesota, sent two
Chippewa Indians to St. Croix Falls for supplies, who arrived in safety. A band of fifty Sioux Indians
were concealed at this (St. Croix Falls) settlement for some days. Within an hour after the arrival of
the two Chippewas, the settlement was surrounded by these Sioux. The whites, seeing that trouble
was brewing, secreted the Chippewas for two days, the Sioux closely watching. The white men
were restless, and afraid to go to work. Capt. Frazer, Rev. Ayers and myself held a council and
explained the situation to the Chippewas, who replied that they would not expose the whites to trouble.
They resolved on leaving and started in open day north over the trap rock ridge, thence through the
bushes, where they discovered two Sioux. The Chippewas were armed and fired on the Sioux, killing
them instantly. The Chippewas then started to run. The report of the guns brought squads of Sioux
immediately in pursuit, who, firing on the Chippewas, killed one. The two dead Sioux were sons of
Little Crow. They were placed by the Sioux in a sitting posture, with backs to a tree, facing the enemy's
country, on the second bench near where the mill dam was subsequently built, a double barreled
gun standing on the ground between them. They decorated the corpses with war paint, ribbons and
mosses. The two Chippewas who killed Little Crow's sons bore the titles Julius and Wezhaymah. The
Sioux in pursuit killed Julius, and his head was hung up in a kettle before those he had slain. His body
was chopped in pieces and scattered to the four winds.

From an historical letter, written by Mrs. E. T. Ayer, who lives at Belle Prairie, Minnesota,
and whom we have elsewhere mentioned, we have the following description of the death of the sons
of Little Crow:

"Julius was of medium height, stout build, very neat, and when in full dress very few Indians
would favorably compare with him. Being a good hunter he had the means of gratifying his taste. His
hair was long and abundant, and was kept clean and shining by the frequent use of comb and brush,
with the help of a little marrow or bear's oil. Three or four of his numerous long braids, studded with
silver brooches, hung gracefully on both sides of his face and over his arms — the rest of his dress in
a manner corresponding. His hair, like Absalom's, did not save him from his enemies. The Dakotas
may dance around it for generations and never see its equal.

"Wezhaymah made his appearance at Pokegama. As he drew near the houses he gave a salute
from his double barreled gun. The Ojibways were much frightened. They believed the Sioux had
returned to make another trial for scalps and plunder. The first impulse of the women was to hide.
The chief's wife and oldest daughter being at the mission house, went through a trap door into a dark
cellar. But when the supposed dead stood before them, alive and well, there was great rejoicing.

"Wezhaymah said that Julius killed both of Little Crow's sons; that the Sioux followed him
but a short distance, then all turned after Julius. He took a circuitous route home, traveling in the
night and hiding in the day. Julius' parents, Joseph and Eunice, and other members of their family,
were members of the mission church. He and his wife made no profession, though they sometimes
attended religious worship."

About twenty days after, about one hundred Sioux came from little Crow's band at Red Rock
for the bodies of their dead comrades and the gun, having first, by means of spies, satisfied themselves
that there were no Chippewas in the vicinity. One morning, as the whites were going to work, they
were surprised by the sudden appearance of these Indians, who rushed suddenly down upon them from
different trails, gorgeously painted and without blankets. Their movements were so sudden that the
whites were completely surprised, and at the mercy of the Indians, who, however, satisfied themselves
with searching the camp and appropriating all the victuals they could find, ostensibly searching for the
gun which was not to be found where they had left it. Complaining bitterly of its loss, they withdrew
to a trap rock ledge near by, where they formed a circle, danced, sung and fired several guns into the
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air. They then asked to see "Oge-ma," the agent, and formally demanded the gun. Everyone in camp
denied any knowledge whatever of the missing article. The Indians were at first much dissatisfied,
but finally Little Crow advanced, smoked a pipe and offered it to. Capt. Frazer, shook hands and
withdrew, apparently in peace.

As it is not the custom for Indians to molest the dead, they firmly believed a white man had
taken the gun. Little Crow applied to Maj. Plympton at Fort Snelling, charging the theft upon the
whites. The major in turn wrote to Capt. Frazer at the Falls to make an investigation, as a result of
which the gun was found in a tool chest belonging to Lewis Barlow, concealed under a false bottom.
Barlow professed entire innocence and ignorance of the matter, suggesting that his brother must have
placed the gun there. Capt. Frazer severely reprimanded him for imperiling the lives of all the whites
in the settlement by his foolish and thievish act. The gun was sent to Maj. Plympton, who wrote to
Capt. Frazer cautioning him to be on his guard, as the Indians were much irritated. Barlow had earned
the contempt and dislike of his fellow workmen.

84



W. Folsom. «Fifty Years In The Northwest»

INDIAN BATTLE OF STILLWATER

Mr. Tuttle was at the Falls at the time of the famous battle between the Sioux and Chippewas,
which was fought in the ravine where the Minnesota state prison now stands, July 3, 1839, and has
given me the following account:

The Chippewas of the St. Croix had been invited by the officer in command at Fort Snelling
to a council, the object of which was to effect a treaty of peace. Two hundred and fifty or three
hundred Chippewas, including their women and children, passed down the St. Croix in canoes, rested
in fancied security in the ravine near the present site of Stillwater, and made a portage thence to Fort
Snelling, where, under protection of government soldiers, the council was held. The pipe of peace
had been smoked and the Chippewas were quietly returning home, and had encamped a second time
in the ravine, expecting to re-embark the next morning on the waters of the St. Croix. Just at the
dawn of the ensuing day, and while they were still asleep, a large body of Sioux, who had stealthily
followed them, fell upon them suddenly, and with wild yells commenced an indiscriminate slaughter.
The Chippewas rallying, drove the Sioux from the ground, thereby retaining possession of their dead,
to the number of about thirty. After the smoke of peace at Fort Snelling it was reported that a Sioux
had been killed. This incensed them so that they followed in two parties, one party pursuing the St.
Croix band and another the Mille Lacs band up Rum river. The latter party overtook the Chippewas at
the point where Princeton is now located, and slew sixty of their number. It was afterward ascertained
that the Sioux killed near Fort Snelling was killed by a Pillager of the Upper Mississippi, an Indian of
a band that was not in the council. The Sioux and Chippewas, it is true, are bitter, relentless, hereditary
foes, but this slaughter occurred through a grievous mistake. The Chippewas, on their return, rested
at the Falls. Capt. Frazer gave them medicine, dressed their wounds and fed them. The Indians gave
way to the wildest grief at their losses, and when they heard of the sixty killed of the Mille Lacs band,
their mourning cries and moans baffled description.
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THE FIRST LOGGERS

The first logs were cut by J. R. Brown on the Taylor's Falls flat in the winter of 1836-37, but
the first regular outfit and camp was that of John Boyce, who came up in a mackinaw boat from St.
Louis with eleven men and six oxen, landing at St. Croix Falls late in the fall of 1837. Mr. Andrew
Mackey, who was in his party, has furnished me with some items regarding this adventure. The
boat was cordelled over the rapids, and, with poles and lines, taken as far as the mouth of Kanabec
river, where a camp was established. Boyce had considerable trouble with the Indians. Little Six, a
Chippewa chief, came to the camp with two hundred warriors in a defiant, blustering manner, telling
him to "go away," to "go back where they came from." Boyce proceeded to the Indian mission at
Lake Pokegama and invoked the aid of Rev. Mr. Boutwell, Ely, Ayers and Seymour, who came back
with him to the camp and had a "talk" with Little Six, who claimed that the whites had paid no
money. Mr. Seymour explained to them the provisions of the treaty, of which they would soon hear;
that under its provisions the whites had a right to the timber; that they were not usurpers, that they
would live peaceably and not disturb their game. The Indians granted assent, but refused to allow the
whites to remove any of their chingwack (pine). Mr. Seymour, apprehending trouble, advised Mr.
Boyce to leave. He determined to remain. The Indians being still troublesome, Mr. Boyce descended
the river to the falls, the Indians following. On going over the falls the boat filled and Mr. Boyce lost
nearly all he had. The Palmyra shortly after broke the silence of the Dalles with its shrill whistle and
brought the news of the ratification of the treaty by Congress. Boyce sent his boat down the river,
built small boats and made haste to return to his camp on Kanabec river, where he remained through
the fall and winter cutting logs.
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THE FIRST RAFTING

In April and May of 1839, Boyce rafted his logs with poles and ropes made of basswood strings.
The high water swept them away. He gathered from the broken rafts enough for one raft, made it
as strong as possible, and continued the descent. The raft struck upon the first island and went to
pieces. Boyce saved the canoe and a part of the provisions. Boyce was by this time in a furious rage
at his want of success, but tried a third time to make a raft. The crew, tired and hungry, refused to
work. A new contract was made and written on a slate, there being no paper. The logs were left in
the river. Some of them floated down and were sold to the Falls company and to the company at
Marine. Boyce lost all his labor and investment; the men got but little for their work. Frank Steele
had assisted in supplying provisions and clothing for the men, the value of which he never received.
Boyce was disgusted and left the country.
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AN INDIAN PAYMENT

Levi W. Stratton, who came up on the Palmyra, July, 1838, gives a few reminiscences from
which we select an account of a payment made to the Chippewa Indians the year of his arrival. The
crew and passengers of the Palmyra had been greatly annoyed by the Indians, who expected their first
payment in July, and besieged the boat in great numbers, demanding it at the hands of the first whites
who had come up the river, unable to understand the difference between the regularly constituted
authorities and those immigrants who had nothing to do with the payments. It was not until the first
week of November that their goods came for payment. The place where Stillwater now stands was
selected as the place where they should assemble.

The old stern wheel Gipsey brought the goods and landed them on the beach. The Chippewas
came there to the number of 1,100 in their canoes, nearly starved by waiting for their payment.
While there receiving it the river and lake froze up, and a deep snow came on; thus all their supplies,
including one hundred barrels of flour, twenty-five of pork, kegs of tobacco, bales of blankets, guns
and ammunition, casks of Mexican dollars, etc., all were sacrificed except what they could carry off
on their backs through the snow hundreds of miles away. Their fleet of birch canoes they destroyed
before leaving, lest the Sioux might have the satisfaction of doing the same after they left.

Many of the old as well as the young died from overeating, they being nearly starved. Thus
their first payment became a curse rather than a blessing to them, for their supplies soon gave out, the
season for hunting was past, they were away from home and had no means of getting there, except
by wading through deep snow. Many perished in the attempt. As is usual in such cases, I suppose, no
one was to blame, but the poor Indians had to suffer the consequences of somebody's neglect. The
old Gipsey had scarcely time to get through the lake before the ice formed.
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INDIAN DANCING AND THEFT

In the rough log cabin at St. Croix Falls were three females, the wives of Messrs. Orr and
Sackett, employes of the company, and Miss Young, daughter of a widower of that name. Life in
that cabin was by no means a dream of bliss, for in consequence of the mosquitoes, more relentless
persecutors than the Indians, a smudge had to be kept burning night and day, or at least by day when
the sun was not shining. The old cabin served for a kitchen, while an arbor was improvised outside
for a dining room. Shortly after the arrival of the immigrants, and before they had learned all the
peculiarities of Indian character, they were visited by a party of fifteen or twenty braves, who set
about adorning themselves, and spent the forenoon in painting and getting themselves up in gorgeous
rig, regardless of expense, preparatory to giving a free entertainment. Just before dinner was called,
they arranged themselves near the table and gave a dance, which was very much applauded, after
which they were given presents of bread and meat, and dismissed, apparently highly pleased with
the success of their exhibition. The household gathered about the table to enjoy their repast, but to
their consternation, not a knife, fork or spoon could be found. While the majority of the Indians were
riveting the attention of the new comers by their extraordinary antics, the remainder were quietly
abstracting the tableware. They were afterward charged with the theft, but protested innocence. The
missing articles were never heard of again. A pig of lead, left outside, disappeared at the same time.
The poor Indians denied ever having seen the lead. Mr. Stratton remarked, however, that all their war
clubs, pipes and gun stocks had been lately and elaborately ornamented with molten lead.
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OTHER THEFTS

At another time, shortly before payment, when the Indians were unusually hungry and
troublesome, two barrels of pork and one of butter mysteriously disappeared. The pork barrels were
found empty in the river, and also the butter barrel with one-third of the contents missing. The Indians
lay all day in camp sick, but protested their innocence. Nevertheless, at payment day a claim of two
hundred dollars for the pork and one hundred and fifty for the butter was allowed and kept back.
They made no objections to paying for the pork, but protested against paying for the butter, as it did
them no good and made them all sick.

In September, an old Indian came to the cabin, begging for something to eat. The agent went
to the pork barrel and held up a fine piece of pork weighing about twelve pounds, to which the tail
was still attached. At sight of this his countenance fell and he went away silently and sullenly.

Shortly afterward a yoke of oxen was missing. They had been driven off over some bare ledges
of trap to break the trail. An Indian was hired to hunt for them. He found that this same beggar who
had been so disgusted with the offer of a piece of pork with the tail attached had driven them off
and slaughtered them. Payment day made all right, and the Indians were compelled to pay a good
price for rather poor beef.
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HARD TIMES

Mrs. Mary C. Worth communicated to the writer the following incidents, illustrating some of
the vicissitudes of the early settlers:

It was in the fall of 1842. There were about two hundred people in the village, most of them in
the employ of James Purinton, company agent. They were already short of provisions and the winter
was rapidly coming on, and the expected boat, with its cargo of provisions for the winter supply, was
long delayed. September passed, October came and nearly passed, and still no boat. Snow covered
the ground, and thin ice the river. The ice, in finely broken pieces, floated down the rapids and was
beginning to gorge in the Dalles, and still no boat. Provisions were allotted to the resident families,
and the gloomiest anticipations filled all minds at the prospect of the long, dreary winter without
food; when, on the twenty-eighth of October, the long expected whistle was heard from the coming
steamer. The people rushed frantically down to the old warehouse, but the ice was so gorged in the
Dalles that no boat could make the landing. No boat was in sight, nor was the whistle heard again.
Had it all been an illusion? The eager throng were again in despair. Another night of cold would
blockade the river. Just then the voices of white men were heard from the rocks of the Dalles, and
to their great joy they perceived the boat's officers and passengers clambering down from the rocks,
with the glad tidings that the boat had reached the landing, half a mile below, and was then unloading
her cargo. The boat, as soon as unloaded, hurriedly departed to avoid being frozen in. The winter
passed merrily enough, but clouds and darkness gathered in the spring. Provisions were again short,
and had to be apportioned sparingly and equally. Occasionally a deer or a fish eked out the supply, but
starvation was again imminent. On this occasion they were relieved by the reception of condemned
pork from Fort Snelling. The St. Louis proprietors sent up another boat load of supplies after the
opening of navigation, and all seemed well, when, during the prevalence of high water, the boom
and mill race gave way and the logs, their main dependence, were swept down the river and beyond
their control. This important occurrence, as it then seemed to be, opened up for the company and
people a new trade from the valley below, which has been a source of immense profit. It suggested
the idea of booming and rafting their logs for points down the river, and led to the building of the
first saw mill at Stillwater.
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UGH! UGH!

Mr. Purinton at one time invited a few noted Indians who were begging for food to be seated
at his table. He politely asked them if they would have tea or coffee. "Ugh! Ugh!" (equivalent to yes,
yes) replied the whole party. So Mr. Purinton mixed their tea and coffee.
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MRS. WORTH AND MUCKATICE

Muckatice, a Chippewa chief, heard that a barrel of whisky had been stored for safe keeping
in the cellar of Mrs. Worth, at Balsam Lake. Muckatice forced himself into the house and attempted
to raise the cellar trap door. Mrs. Worth forbade him and placed herself upon the door. Muckatice
roughly pushed her aside. He raised the trap door, and, while in the act of descending, fell. While
falling Mrs. Worth suddenly shut the trap door upon him, by which one of his legs was caught. Mrs.
Worth held the door tightly down. When at last Muckatice was released, gathering a crowd of Indians
he returned and demanded the whisky. Thayer, with ropes, managed to get the barrel out of the cellar
and out upon the ground, and seeing the peril of giving so much whisky to the Indians, knocked in
both heads of the barrel with an axe, and the earth drank the poisonous fluid. Muckatice then shook
hands with Mrs. Worth, called her very brave, and departed.
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CHAPTER V.
BIOGRAPHIES

The biographical histories of the early settlers of Polk county considerably antedate the
organization of the towns to which they would be referred as at present belonging, and we therefore
group together those earliest identified with the history of the valley, and its first settlement at St.
Croix Falls, referring also some, such as Joseph R. Brown, Gov. W. R. Marshall and Frank Steele,
to localities in which they had been more intimately connected.

Gov. Wm. Holcombe was one of the active resident proprietors and agent of the St. Croix
Falls Lumber Company from 1838 to 1845. He was born at Lambertville, New Jersey, in 1804; left
home when a boy; went to Utica, New York, where he learned the wheelwright trade. He married
Martha Wilson, of Utica; moved to Columbus, Ohio, and was successful in business, but lost all
by fire, when he moved to Cincinnati, and from thence to Galena. While in Galena he embarked
in steamboating on the Mississippi. Mrs. Holcombe died in Galena. From Galena he came to St.
Croix Falls, where he devoted his time as agent to selling lumber and keeping books. Mr. Holcombe
took a deep interest in opening the valley to public notice and improvement. He traveled over the
wilderness country from Prairie du Chien to St. Croix Falls before there was a blazed path, driving
horses and cattle. He helped locate the two first roads in the valley from the mouth of St. Croix
lake, via Marine, to St. Croix Falls and from St. Croix Falls, via Sunrise and Rush lakes, to Russell's
farm, on Pokegama lake. He supervised the cultivation of the first crops raised in Polk county, at
Jerusalem. He settled in Stillwater in 1846, where he became an active worker in behalf of education,
and did much to establish the present excellent system of schools. In 1846 he was a member of the
first constitutional convention of Wisconsin Territory, representing this valley and all the country
north of Crawford county. He was a faithful worker on the boundary question, and effected a change
from the St. Croix to a point fifteen miles due east, from the most easterly point on Lake St. Croix,
from thence south to the Mississippi river and north to the waters of Lake Superior. His course was
approved by his constituents. In 1848 he took an active part in the formation of Minnesota Territory,
and was secretary of the first convention called for that purpose in Stillwater. He was receiver of the
United States land office at Stillwater four years. He was a member of the Democratic wing of the
constitutional convention for Minnesota in 1857, and was honored by being elected first lieutenant
governor of Minnesota in 1857. The name of Gov. Holcombe will long be remembered in the valley
of the St. Croix. He died in Stillwater, Sept. 5, 1870, and was buried with masonic honors. He left
two sons, William W. and Edward Van Buren, by his first wife. He married a second wife in Galena,
in 1847, who died in 1880.

William S. Hungerford was born in Connecticut, Aug. 12, 1805. He was married to Lucinda
Hart, at Farmington, Connecticut, in 1827. He came to St. Louis, Missouri, at an early age and
engaged in mercantile pursuits in the firm of Hungerford & Livingston. In 1838 he became one of
the original proprietors of the St. Croix Falls Lumbering Company, and gave his time and talents to
its welfare. He was of a hopeful temperament, and even in the darkest hour of the enterprise in which
he had embarked, cherished a most cheerful faith in its ultimate success.

Hon. Caleb Cushing, whose name was to be associated intimately with that of Mr. Hungerford
in the future history and litigation of the company, recognizing St. Croix Falls as a point promising
unrivaled attractions to the manufacturer, in 1846 purchased an interest in the company, which was
at once reorganized with Cushing and Hungerford as principal stockholders. The acute mind of Gen.
Cushing recognized not only the prospective advantages of the water power, but the probability of
the division of Wisconsin Territory, which might result in making St. Croix Falls the capital of the
new territory, and formed plans for the development of the company enterprise, which might have
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resulted advantageously had not he been called away to take part in the Mexican War and thence to
go on a political mission to China. During his absence there was a complete neglect of his American
inland projects and the enterprise at St. Croix suffered greatly; the new company accomplished but
little that was agreed upon in the consolidation. Cushing had inexperienced agents, unfitted to attend
to his interest. He furnished money sufficient, if judiciously handled, to have made a permanent,
useful property here. Conflicting questions arose between Hungerford and Cushing's agents, which
terminated in lawsuits. The first suit was in 1848, Hungerford, plaintiff. Different suits followed, one
after another, for over twenty years, which cursed the property more than a mildew or blight. During
this time the parties alternated in use and possession, by order of court. Hungerford, during these
trials, pre-empted the land when it came in market. For this he was arrested on complaint of perjury.
Hungerford, by order of court, was, on his arrest, taken away in chains. He was soon after released.
Hungerford was an indefatigable worker. The labor of his life was invested in the improvements of
the company. Cushing, being a man of talent and influence, could fight the battle at a distance. He
employed the best legal talent in the land; he met Hungerford at every turn, and Hungerford became
a foe worthy of his steel. They unitedly accomplished the ruin of their town. Mr. Hungerford had
an excellent family, making their home at the Falls during all their perplexities. On the occasion of
his arrest he was manacled in presence of his family, who bore it with a fortitude worthy the name
and reputation of the father and husband. The litigation ended only with the death of the principal
actors. The perishable part of the property, mills and other buildings, has gone to ruin. The whole
history is a sad comment on the folly of attempting to manage great enterprises without harmony of
action and purpose. Mr. Hungerford died in Monticello, Illinois, in 1874. Mrs. Hungerford died in
Connecticut in 1880. Mr. Cushing died in 1876.

Hon. Henry D. Barron. — Henry Danforth Barron was born in Saratoga county, New York,
April 10, 1832. He received a common school education, studied law, and graduated from the law
school at Ballston Spa, New York. He came to Wisconsin in 1851; learned the printer's trade, and
was afterward editor of the Waukesha Democrat. In 1857 he removed to Pepin, Wisconsin, and in
1860 received the appointment of circuit judge of the Eighth district.

In September, 1861, he came to St. Croix Falls, as agent for Caleb Cushing and the St. Croix
Manufacturing and Improvement Company.

He was elected to the lower house of the Wisconsin legislature in 1862, and served as
assemblyman continuously from 1862 to 1869, and for the years 1872 and 1873. During the sessions
of 1866 and 1873 he was speaker of the assembly. A portion of this time he held the responsible
position of regent of the State University, and was also a special agent of the treasury department. In
1869 President Grant appointed him chief justice of Dakota, which honor was declined. The same
year he was appointed fifth auditor in the treasury department, which office he resigned in 1872 to
take a more active part in advancing the interests of his State. He was chosen a presidential elector
in 1868, and again in 1872, and served as state senator during the sessions of 1874, 1875 and 1876,
and was at one time president pro tem. of the senate. In 1876 he was elected judge of the Eleventh
Judicial circuit. During his service as judge he was highly gratified that so few appeals were taken
from his decisions, and that his decisions were seldom reversed in higher courts. He had also held the
offices of postmaster, county attorney, county judge, and county superintendent of schools.

Although formerly a Democrat, at the outbreak of the Rebellion he became a Republican.
Of late years he was a pronounced stalwart. Throughout his life he never received any profit,
pecuniarily, from the prominent positions in which he was placed, his only endeavor seeming to be to
advance the interests, influence, worth and ability of the younger men with whom he was associated,
and hundreds who to-day hold positions of prominence and responsibility, owe their success and
advancement to his teachings and advice. Of a disposition kind, courteous and generous, he was
possessed of a remarkably retentive memory, which, with his intimate associations with leading
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men, and familiarity with public life, legislative and judicial, afforded a fund of personal sketches,
anecdotes and biographies, at once entertaining, amusing and instructive.

The judge was twice married, his first wife having died at Waukesha, leaving him an only son,
Henry H. Barron, who was with him at the time of his death. His second marriage was to Ellen K.
Kellogg, at Pepin, in 1860. For some time she has made her home with her mother in California, on
account of ill health. At the time of his death, which occurred at St. Croix Falls, Jan. 22, 1882, he
was judge of the Eleventh Judicial circuit. His remains were buried at Waukesha.

George W. Brownell. — Mr. Brownell, though not among the earliest of the pioneers of St.
Croix valley, yet deserves special mention on account of his scientific attainments, his high character
as a man, and the fact that he was an influential member, from the St. Croix district, of the
Wisconsin territorial constitutional convention, he having been elected over Bowron on the question
of establishing the new state line east of the St. Croix.

Mr. Brownell was born in Onondago, New York, and when a youth lived in Syracuse, where he
learned the trade of a carriage maker. He was a resident of Galena, Illinois, over thirty years, where
he engaged in mining and geological pursuits. He spent two years in the lead mines of Wisconsin. He
was connected with the Galena Gazette some years. In 1846 he visited the Superior copper mining
region for a Boston company. He formed the acquaintance of Caleb Cushing, Rufus Choate, Horace
Rantoul, and others, and located for them mineral permits at St. Croix Falls and Kettle river, and
became, this year, a resident of St. Croix Falls. In 1847 he was married to Mrs. Duncan, of Galena.
He was elected this year to the constitutional convention. In 1851 he returned to Galena and engaged
in the grain trade and cotton planting near Vicksburg, Mississippi, in which he was not successful. In
1865 he visited Colorado and made investments there. When on a trip to Colorado, in 1866, the stage
was attacked by Indians. Brownell and another passenger alighted to resist the attack. He was armed
with a rifle, and, if properly supported, would probably have been saved; but most of the passengers
remained in the stage. The driver, getting scared, whipped his horses and drove rapidly away, leaving
Brownell and companion, who were overpowered and killed. Their bodies were recovered, shockingly
mutilated. His remains were forwarded to Galena for burial. Mr. Brownell had a scientific mind, and
passed much of his life in scientific studies and practical experiments. He attained a good knowledge
of geology, mineralogy and chemistry. The foresight of Mr. Brownell on the Wisconsin boundary,
and in other public matters, has been, in time, generally recognized. He was a good neighbor and
kind friend.

Col. Robert C. Murphy. — Col. Murphy, a man of fine address and admirable social qualities,
made his home at St. Croix Falls in 1860-61 and 62, during which time he was in charge of the
Cushing interest and property, which position he left to accept the colonelcy of the Eighth Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry. His military career was not fortunate and its abrupt termination was a sad
disappointment to himself and friends. An article in the Milwaukee Weekly Telegraph, from the pen
of one who knew Col. Murphy well, thus sums up some of the salient points in his character and
career. We make a few extracts:

"Col. Murphy was educated and accomplished. He had been instructed in the Patridge Military
School, and was possessed of some experience in Indian fights on the plains with Burnside, bearing
scars of that experience, and a recommendation of skill and courage from Gen. Burnside to Gov.
Randall. His great intuitiveness, his ready manner, his cultivation of mind, gained for him the respect
and charity of his superiors, and brought him the respect and confidence of his regiment. His father, a
native of Ireland, was a successful practicing lawyer and politician in Ohio, without much education;
a man of strong natural talent and integrity. Upon his son he showered all his earnings, in the form of
that which the father lacked the most — books, schooling and polish. Judge Murphy (the father) was
the bearer of important dispatches to Texas from the Tyler and Polk administrations in connection
with the annexation of that republic to this country, and is referred to in Benton's 'Thirty Years' as
Tyler's 'midnight messenger.' Young Murphy was appointed by President Pierce American consul in
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China, while Gen. Caleb Cushing was minister to that country, and he discharged important consular
and judicial duties there with credit to himself and his government. Upon his return Gen. Cushing
selected him to take charge of the Cushing interest and property at St. Croix Falls, in this State. From
there he went 'to the front,' and his military career was cut short by his failure at Tuka and Holly
Springs. Gen. Grant dismissed him in brief, terse words, but was willing afterward that he should be
heard by a board of army officers detailed for that purpose. Stanton was inexorable and refused."

After his dismissal from the army he removed to Washington and accepted a clerkship in the
post office department where he still remains. It is due to him to say that his own version of his
military troubles is ingenious and plausible, and would, if sustained, quite exonerate him from the
charges that have pressed so heavily upon him.

Edward Worth. — Mr. Worth came to St. Croix Falls from New York State in 1842, where he
continued to reside the remainder of his life, experiencing the vicissitudes of pioneer life to their
fullest extent. He died in 1863, leaving a widow, an only son (Henry) and two daughters, Myra, wife
of W. T. Vincent, and Sarah, wife of John Blanding.

Mrs. Mary C. Worth. — Mrs. Worth was born Oct. 14, 1812, was married to Edward Worth,
Dec. 24, 1835, and came to St. Croix Falls in 1842, where she lived till Jan. 12, 1886, when
she peacefully passed away. She was a woman of rare mental ability, untiring industry and skill
in managing her household affairs, and unquestioned courage, as many incidents in her St. Croix
experience will evidence. She was a member of the Episcopal church and went to her grave with the
respect and admiration of all who knew her.

Maurice Mordecai Samuels, better known as Capt. Samuels, was born in London, of Jewish
parentage. It is not known exactly when he came to this country. I first met him in 1844, at Prairie
du Chien, at which time he was a traveling peddler. In 1846 I found him in the Chippewa country,
living with an Indian woman and trading with the Indians at the mouth of Sunrise river. In 1847 he
established a ball alley and trading post at St. Croix Falls, where he lived until 1861, when he raised
a company (the St. Croix Rifles) for the United States service, received a commission and served till
the close of the war. After the war he became a citizen of New Orleans, and in 1880 changed his
residence to Winfield, Kansas. While in St. Croix he reared a family of half-breed children. He was
a shrewd man and an inveterate dealer in Indian whisky. Capt. Samuels was sent as a government
agent to the Chippewas of St. Croix valley and the southern shore of Lake Superior, in 1862, to
ascertain and report their sentiment in regard to the Sioux war. It may be said of Capt. Samuels
that, however unprincipled he may have been, he was no dissembler, but outspoken in his sentiments,
however repellant they may have been to the moral sense of the community. He died at Winfield,
Kansas, in 1884.

Joseph B. Churchill was born in New York in 1820; was married in New York to Eliza Turnbull,
and came to St. Croix Falls in 1854. He has filled various offices creditably, and has the respect and
confidence of his acquaintances. His oldest daughter is the wife of Phineas G. Lacy, of Hudson. His
second daughter is the wife of Joseph Rogers. He has one son living.

John McLean. — Mr. McLean was born 1819, in Vermont; was married in 1844 to Sarah
Turnbull and settled on his farm near St. Croix Falls in 1850. Through untiring industry and honorable
dealing he has secured a sufficiency for life, a handsome farm and good buildings. A large family has
grown up around him, and have settled in the county.

Gilman Jewell came from New Hampshire; was married in New Hampshire and came to the
West in 1847. He settled on a farm near St. Croix Falls. He died in 1869. Mrs. Jewell died January,
1888. One son, Philip, resides on the homestead. Ezra, another son, resides at the Falls. The other
members of the family have moved elsewhere.

Elisha Creech was born in West Virginia, 1831. He came to St. Croix Falls in 1849, and was
married to Mary M. Seeds in 1863. They have four children. Mr. Creech has been engaged much of
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his life in lumbering. Through industry and temperate habits he has made a good farm and a pleasant
home.

James W. McGlothlin was born in Kentucky; came to St. Croix Falls in 1846, and engaged
successfully in sawing lumber at the St. Croix mill in 1846 and 1847, but in 1848 rented the mill,
being sustained by Waples & Co., of Dubuque, Iowa, but by reason of bad management, he failed
and left the valley in 1849. He afterward went to California, where he met a tragic fate, having been
murdered by his teamster.

Andrew L. Tuttle. — Mr. Tuttle came to St. Croix Falls in 1849, and was engaged many years
as a lumberman and as keeper of a boardinghouse. He settled on his farm at Big Rock in 1856, where
he made himself a comfortable home. He went to Montana in 1865, and died there in 1873. Mrs.
Tuttle still resides at the homestead, an amiable woman, who has acted well her part in life. One of
her daughters is married to Wm. M. Blanding. One son, Eli, died in 1883, another son, Henry, died
in Montana. Perly, John and Warren are settled near the homestead.

John Weymouth was born at Clinton, Maine, in 1815, and came to St. Croix Falls in 1846,
where he followed lumbering and made himself a beautiful home on the high hill overlooking the
two villages of St. Croix Falls and Taylor's Falls. By frugality and industry Mr. Weymouth has
accumulated a competence. He was married in St. Croix Falls in 1850, to Mary McHugh. One son,
John, is married to Miss Ramsey, of Osceola, and a daughter, Mary J., is married to Samuel Harvey,
of St. Croix Falls.

B. W. Reynolds, a tall, thin, stoop-shouldered man of eccentric manners, was receiver at the St.
Croix land office from 1861 to 1864. He was a native of South Carolina, and a graduate of Middlebury
College, Vermont. He had studied for the ministry, and, if we mistake not, had devoted some years
of his life to pastoral work, but devoted later years to secular pursuits. At the close of the war he
returned to South Carolina as a reconstructionist, but in two or three years came North, and located
at La Crosse, Wisconsin, where he edited the La Crosse Star. He died at La Crosse Aug. 17, 1877.

Augustus Gaylord. — Mr. Gaylord was a merchant in St. Croix Falls prior to the Rebellion. In
1861 Gov. Harvey appointed him adjutant general of the State. In this office he acquitted himself
well. He was an efficient public officer and in private life a high minded, honorable gentleman.

James D. Reymert. — Mr. Reymert was born in Norway in 1821, and came to America and
settled in Racine in 1845. He was a practical printer, and editor of the first Norwegian paper west of
the lakes, if not the first in America, and was a man of recognized literary ability. He was a member
of the second Wisconsin constitutional convention, 1847, from Racine. In 1849 he was a member
of the Wisconsin assembly. He came to St. Croix Falls in 1859, and served two years as agent of
the St. Croix Falls Company. He was the organizer of a company in New York City, known as "The
Great European-American Land Company," in which Count Taub, of Norway, took an active part.
This noted company claimed to have purchased the Cushing property, a claim true only so far as
the preliminary steps of a purchase were concerned. For a time there was considerable activity. The
town of St. Croix Falls was resurveyed, new streets were opened, and magnificent improvements
planned, but failing to consummate the purchase, the company failed, leaving a beggarly account of
unpaid debts.

William J. Vincent. — Mr. Vincent is of Irish descent. He was born June 10, 1830, and came
West when a youth. In 1846, at the age of sixteen, he enlisted in Company H, Mounted Rifles, and
served through the Mexican War. In 1848 he came to St. Croix Falls, where he followed lumbering
and clerking. He was married to Myra Worth in 1855. In 1861 he enlisted in Company F, First
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, of which company he was appointed second lieutenant. He resigned
in 1862. He has held the office of county commissioner eleven years, that of county clerk seven
years, that of state timber agent four years. In 1879 he served as representative in the Wisconsin
assembly. In 1880 he commenced selling goods with his son-in-law, under the firm name of Vincent
& Stevenson. He erected the first brick store building in St. Croix Falls in 1884.
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Thompson Brothers. — Thomas Thompson was born in Lower Canada, Nov. 11, 1833, and was
married to Eliza Clendenning in 1861. James Thompson was born in Lower Canada, Nov. 11, 1840,
and was married to Mary A. Gray in 1871. The brothers came to the Falls in 1856 and engaged in
lumbering about ten years, and then in merchandising, jointly, but in 1868 formed separate firms.
Thomas built the first brick dwelling house in St. Croix in 1882. Mrs. Thomas Thompson died in
1886. James erected a large flour mill in 1879.

William Amery was born in London, England, in 1831. He learned the carpenter's trade in
London and came to America in 1851, locating at first in Stillwater, but the ensuing year removing to
St. Croix Falls. He pre-empted the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 31, township
34, range 18, and adjoining lands in 1853, and this has been his continuous home since. He has served
as county treasurer four years and held many town offices. He was married to Sarah Hackett in 1855.
The town of Amery is named in honor of this respected man. Mr. Amery died Sept. 4, 1887, leaving
a widow, two sons and three daughters.

Lewis Barlow. — Among the first immigrants to St. Croix Falls was Lewis Barlow, an eccentric,
sensitive man. He was a millwright, and, being of an unhappy disposition, led a troubled life. He
was the first man married at the Falls. In 1847 he moved to the Minnesota side, where he owned
considerable land. He lived here until 1852 when his family left him. He sold his interests and followed
and reunited them at Rock Island, Illinois. Here he suffered much and became blind. He traveled
with a panorama and so earned a scanty livelihood. In later life he revisited his old home at the Falls,
but broken and dejected in spirit. He died at Rock Island in 1872.

Levi W. Stratton. — Mr. Stratton was one of the passengers of the Palmyra in 1838. He worked
for the St. Croix Company two years. After leaving the Falls, he changed his residence several times,
and finally settled at Excelsior, Hennepin county, Minnesota, where he died in 1884. Mr. Stratton
wrote for the Minneapolis papers many interesting reminiscences of pioneer life on the St. Croix.

Elma M. Blanding. — Mr. Blanding was born in Harford, Susquehanna county, New York, Feb.
14, 1800. He was married to Eliza Tuttle in 1826. He settled on a farm near St. Croix Falls in 1856,
where he died, Sept. 16, 1871. Father Blanding, as he was affectionately called in the later years of
his life, was a man of exemplary habits, of strong religious convictions, and a consistent member of
the Presbyterian church. He left a widow, five sons and three daughters. Mrs. Eliza Blanding died
Jan. 18, 1887. Wm. M. Blanding, the oldest son, owns a fine farm near the Falls, formerly known
as "Jerusalem." He is a surveyor, lumberman and farmer, and a prominent citizen. He was married
to Eliza Tuttle. A family of thirteen children has grown up around him. In 1887 he was appointed
receiver in the St. Croix land office. John, the second son, is also a farmer in St. Croix Falls. He was
married to Sarah, daughter of Edward and Mary C. Worth. Eugene E. is engaged in the drug business
at Taylors Falls, and is also surveyor and express agent. He married Joanna Ring, of Taylors Falls, in
1871. Fred, the fourth son, was married in 1885 to Emma Sly. He was appointed United States land
receiver at St. Croix Falls in 1887. He died in California, Jan. 30, 1888. Frank, the youngest son,
was married to Annie McCourt, and lives on the homestead. Josephine, the oldest daughter, is the
wife of Wm. Longfellow, and resides in Machias, Maine. Flavilla, the widow of Charles B. Whiting,
lives at St. Paul, Minnesota. Her husband died in 1868. Mrs. Whiting was executrix of the will of
Dr. E. D. Whiting, and successfully controlled a property valued at about $80,000. Mary, wife of
Wm. McCourt, died in 1880.

Frederick K. Bartlett was a native of New England. He came to St. Croix Falls in 1849, as
attorney and land agent for Caleb Cushing. He was candidate for judge of the district court in 1850,
but was defeated. He subsequently settled in Stillwater, and later in Hudson, where he died in 1857,
leaving a wife and one son, who became a civil engineer and died in St. Paul in 1885, and one daughter,
Helen, who achieved some reputation as a writer for periodicals.

Michael Field was born June 8, 1806. He came from a New England family, his father and
mother having resided in Connecticut. In early life he removed to New York and resided awhile at
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Rochester. He engaged principally in transportation business. The earliest work he ever did was on the
Erie canal. He was married in 1833 to Miss Reynolds, who died in 1874. His children are Capt. Silas
Wright Field (mortally wounded at Shiloh), Norton, a resident of Racine, Wisconsin, Mrs. Fanny
Nason, wife of Hon. Joel F. Nason, Phebe and Mary, unmarried and resident in Brooklyn. Mr. Field
was married to his second wife, Mrs. Harriet Lee Bracken, in 1882. He was appointed register of
the land office at St. Croix Falls by President Lincoln in 1861, and served twenty-six years. Though
over eighty years of age he retains his faculties and general health, and his mind is a store house of
the early history of the country.
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ALDEN

The town of Alden embraces township 32, range 17, and twenty-four sections of range 18. It
has both prairie and timber land, and is abundantly supplied with water. Apple river traverses it from
northeast to southwest. There are many tributary small streams, and a large number of small lakes,
of which Cedar lake is the largest. This lies only partially in Alden. The surface is gently undulating.

The town of Alden was organized in 1857. The first board of supervisors were Stephen
Williams, William Folsom and H. Sawyer. The first post office was established at Wagon Landing in
1862, V. M. Babcock, postmaster. The first settlers were Wm. Folsom, V. M. Babcock, V. B. Kittel,
I. L. Bridgman, Charles Vassau, Jr., and Humphrey Sawyer, in 1856. Mr. Bridgman raised the first
crops in 1857. The first marriage was C. Vassau to Alma Kittel, in 1858, by Rev. A. Burton Peabody.
The first white child born in Alden was P. B. Peabody, July 28, 1856. The first death was that of a
child, Nicholas W. Gordon, June 10, 1857. Alden has two post towns, Little Falls and Alden.

Rev. A. Burton Peabody was born May 22, 1823, in Andover, Windsor county, Vermont. He
was the youngest of four minor children, and was left fatherless at eight years of age, and motherless
at fifteen. He obtained a good English education in the common schools, and at Chester and Black
River academies. The winter terms he spent in teaching. In 1844 he came to Janesville, Wisconsin,
where he spent two years, partly on a farm and partly in a law office, as a student and clerk. In 1847
he went to Iowa county, and taught school through the winter at Mineral Point. The next year he went
to Clarence, Green county, Wisconsin, where he spent four years in teaching. In 1852 he entered
the Nashotah Theological Seminary, where he completed the course, and was ordained deacon in the
Protestant Episcopal church, June 3, 1855, by the Rev. Bishop Kemper, and took temporary charge
of Grace church, Sheboygan. He was married to Charity Esther Kittel, Sept. 22, 1855, at Clarence,
by the Rev. Wm. Ruger. In November of the same year he removed to Mississippi, spending the
winter at Jackson. In February he went to Middleton, Mississippi, to take charge of a mission work,
including several appointments. He came, the June following, to Polk county, Wisconsin, and spent
the summer at Wagon Landing, on Apple river, where his wife's friends had made a settlement, but
in the winter returned to his mission work in the South, and there remained until 1857. Owing to the
troubled political condition of the South, he did not deem it advisable to remove his family thither,
and so returned to Wagon Landing and obtained mission work, visiting at intervals Foster's Mills, now
New Richmond, Huntington, Cedar Valley, and St. Croix Falls. The intervening country was, much
of it, an unbroken wilderness, and he was obliged to make his journeys not infrequently on foot, to
cross the swollen streams and dare all the perils of the winter storm. In 1859 Mr. Peabody accepted
a call to the rectorship of St. Paul's church, Plymouth, Sheboygan county, but in 1862 returned to
the valley of the St. Croix, and settled on a farm, undertaking meanwhile ministerial work at Prescott
and other points, in a line extending as far north as St. Croix Falls. Three years later Prescott and
River Falls were made independent, another man taking charge. In 1879 Mr. Peabody undertook
additional work on the North Wisconsin railroad, including a large number of places, to be visited
monthly. In 1882 his railroad work was limited to Clayton, Cumberland and Hayward. He still has
charge, as rector, of Star Prairie and Wagon Landing. Few men have led more laborious lives or been
more useful in their calling. He has witnessed the erection of eight churches on the field in which
he labored, though concerned directly in the building of only four. Mr. Peabody's family consists of
seven sons and seven daughters. One of the latter died in infancy.

V. M. Babcock settled at Wagon Landing, town of Alden, in 1856. He was born in Rensselaer
county, New York; married his first wife in New York and his second wife at Somerset, St. Croix
county, Wisconsin. They have four children. He has held town offices ever since the organization of
the town. He has been sheriff, and was county superintendent of schools for seven years.

101



W. Folsom. «Fifty Years In The Northwest»

APPLE RIVER

The town of Apple River includes township 34, range 16, and derives its name from its principal
river. The town is well watered by Apple river and its tributaries, and it also has numerous lakes, the
most considerable of which is White Ash lake. The surface of the town is gently undulating, and was
originally covered with pine, interspersed with hardwood groves. There is good wheat soil, and natural
meadows are found in some parts. The town was organized Jan. 22, 1876, having been set off from
Balsam Lake. There are two post offices, Apple River on the west, and Shiloh on the east town line.
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BALSAM LAKE

The town of Balsam Lake embraces township 34, range 17, and takes its name from a lake
within its bounds. It has an undulating surface, covered with heavy oak, pine, and maple timber
principally. Balsam creek, the outlet of Balsam lake, flows through it in a southerly direction,
affording fine water powers. About one-sixth of the surface is covered with lakes. The largest of these,
Balsam lake, in the Indian language An-in-on-duc-a-gon, or evergreen place, gives name to the town.
Deer, Long, Wild Goose, and Mud lakes are fine bodies of water with bold, timbered shores, and
abundance of fish. The town is near the geographical centre of the county. The first white man, prior
to the organization of the town, to locate within its present bounds was a disreputable trader named
Miller, who in 1848 built a shanty on Balsam lake, from which he dispensed whisky to the Indians.
This man was not long afterward driven out of the country. (See history of St. Croix Falls.) The
town was organized in 1869. The first board of supervisors consisted of Geo. P. Anderson, Wright
Haskins, and Joseph Loveless. The clerk was H. J. Fall; the treasurer, F. R. Loveless. The first school
was taught by Jane Husband. Aaron M. Chase built a shingle mill at the outlet of Balsam lake in
1850, and he seems to have been the first actual settler or the first man to make improvements. As he
had neither oxen nor horses, the timbers for the mill were hauled by man power with the aid of yokes
and ropes. Other persons came to the mill and lived there awhile, but the first permanent settlers
came in in 1856. They were J. Shepherd, Joseph Loveless, Joseph Ravett, and John M. Rogers. Mr.
Rogers raised the first crops in the town; Joseph Ravett was the first postmaster. The first marriage
was that of J. K. Adams to Miss L. A. Millerman, by W. H. Skinner. The first white child born was
a daughter to R. S. Haskins. The first death, that of a child, occurred in 1870. A first class flouring
mill has been erected at the outlet of Balsam lake. It is owned by Herman Corning; a saw mill is also
in operation at this point. A Methodist church, 30 x 40 feet ground plan, was erected at Balsam Lake
by the Methodist society in 1886.
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BEAVER

The town of Beaver includes township 34, range 15. It was set off from Apple River and
organized Nov. 15, 1885. The name was suggested as being appropriate from the work of the beaver
in past ages. Beaver dams are numerous on all the creeks. These ancient works will mostly disappear
with the progress of agriculture. The town is drained by streams flowing into Apple river. Horseshoe
lake, in the northeast corner, is three miles in length.
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BLACK BROOK

The town of Black Brook includes township 32, range 16. Apple river, with its tributaries,
supplies it with abundant water privileges. Black Brook, the principal tributary, gives the town its
name, and drains the southern portion. There are many small lakes. The surface is undulating and
most of the soil good. The post office of Black Brook is in section 32. The North Wisconsin railroad
passes through sections 25, 35 and 36. This town was originally a part of Alden, but was organized
and set off as a new town Aug. 5, 1867. J. C. Nelson and G. H. Goodrich were the first supervisors.
The first settlers (1863) were John Gorsuch, John Reed and Jacob Polwer; the first postmaster was —
Gates; the first school teacher, Tina Starkweather; the first marriage that of S. D. Starkweather and
Mary Danforth; the first death that of Mrs. Ben Gilman.

105



W. Folsom. «Fifty Years In The Northwest»

CLAM FALLS

Clam Falls comprises township 37, range 16, and derives its name from the falls on Clam river.
The surface is rolling and timbered with hardwood and pine. It is well watered by South Clam creek
and its tributaries. Somers' lake, in section 27, is the only lake. An upheaval of trap rock on Clam
creek has caused the waterfall from which the town has taken its name. It is a fine water power. A
dam for collecting tolls on saw logs has been placed just above the Falls. Good specimens of copper
ore are found in the trap. The town was set off from Luck and organized Nov. 15, 1876. The first
town meeting was held April, 1877. The first supervisors were Daniel F. Smith, John Almquist and
John Bjornson. D. F. Smith was the first settler, built the first saw mill, and raised the first crops.

Daniel F. Smith, a peculiar and eccentric man, was born in Chautauqua county, New York, in
1813; emigrated to Michigan in 1834, where he married Eliza Green the following year, and moved
to Racine county, Wisconsin. In 1842 he engaged in lumbering on the Wisconsin river, his home
being at Stevens Point. He was of the firms of Smith & Bloomer and Smith & Fellows. Mr. Bloomer
was accidentally killed, on which account the business of these firms was closed, Mr. Smith removing
to Galena to facilitate the settlement of their affairs. In 1852 he removed to St. Louis; in 1853 to
Memphis, Tennessee, where he engaged in the wholesale grocery business, losing heavily, in fact all
the accumulations of his life. In the spring of 1855 he leased the St. Croix Falls saw mill, and operated
it for two years, when trouble arose and litigation ensued, in which Smith obtained a judgment against
Cushing for $1,000. In 1860 he removed to Clinton, Iowa, and thence in the same year to California.
He traveled much, visiting mines. He spent some time in mining, and also manufactured shingles.
In 1862 he returned to St. Croix Falls and engaged in lumbering for three years. In 1868 he built a
saw mill at Butternut Lake, Wisconsin. He did much to open that country to settlement. He was the
founder of a town which he called "Luck." In 1872 he was the first settler at Clam Falls, where he built
a saw mill with but one man to assist, and around that mill has sprung up a flourishing settlement. Dan
Smith, with undaunted perseverance, has battled his way through life, and has come out victorious
over difficulties and opposition that would have discouraged and turned back other men. Mr. Smith
is a plain, direct, outspoken man; a man of energy and ability. He has ably and satisfactorily filled
many places of trust. For many years he has been a commissioner of Polk county.
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CLAYTON

Clayton includes township 33, range 15. The town was set off from Black Brook. The surface
of a great part of the town is level and was originally marshy, but these marshes have been gradually
drained, and fine farms and hay meadows have taken their place. The town was organized Nov.
10, 1875. The first supervisors were Morris De'Golier, Worthy Prentice and H. D. West. The first
homestead entries were made in 1865 by Peter Bouchea and John McKay, a Frenchman, both Indian
traders, who established a post at Marsh lake, but in six months abandoned it and never returned. The
next settlers were Vandyke, Morehouse and Tanner, near the west line of the town, about 1870. The
first improvements were made by Elam Greely in 1862, who dug a canal into Marsh lake to get water
to float logs out of Beaver brook, thereby draining great tracts of swamp land. The laying of the North
Wisconsin railroad track gave a fresh impetus to business, and conduced greatly to the building of the
village of Clayton in section 24. The first sermon in the town of Clayton was preached by Rev. W. W.
Ames, a Baptist; the first school was taught by S. M. De'Golier; the first store was opened by A. M.
Wilcox, 1874. D. A. Humbird was the first postmaster. The North Wisconsin railway passes through
the southeast part and the Minneapolis, Soo & Atlantic passes from the west side to the northeast
corner of the town, and has a station, Gregory, in the west part.

Reuben F. Little was born June 13, 1839, in Topsham, Devonshire county, England. At ten
years of age he began to care for himself, working for sixpence per week, carrying pottery in a
moulding house. Before leaving England his wages had increased to three shillings per week. In the
spring of 1853 he had saved three pounds sterling, and his grandfather gave him two pounds sterling.
This five pounds paid his passage to Quebec and Montreal, where he got four dollars per month. Soon
after he apprenticed himself for five years to learn the baker's and confectioner's trade at London,
Upper Canada. Subsequently he took a homestead from the British government at Trading Lake,
Upper Canada.

In the spring of 1861, at Detroit, Michigan, he enlisted in the United States infantry, regular
army, and was promoted successively to first sergeant, to sergeant major, to second lieutenant, to
first lieutenant. He resigned in September, 1865. During the war he served continuously in Gen.
George H. Thomas' division, and took part in all the engagements under him, from Miles Springs,
Kentucky, to Nashville, Tennessee. On the twenty-second of September, 1863, Mr. Little had the
honor of being the last man to leave the Rossville Gap in front of Chattanooga after the disastrous
fight of Chickamauga. He was wounded in the battle of Hoover's Gap and Smyrna, and at the siege
of Corinth.

Mr. Little was married in 1865, and divorced in 1869, and re-married in St. Paul in 1878. He
lost his Canada homestead, and took another homestead in Lincoln, Polk county, Wisconsin, in 1866.
Afterward he went to St. Paul and became one of the firm of Little & Berrisford in the wholesale
confectionery business. In 1879 he returned to Clayton, formerly part of Lincoln, and reclaimed a
swamp of over six hundred acres, making it a productive meadow and tillage farm. Mr. Little has
served several years as Clayton's town supervisor.
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CLEAR LAKE

Clear Lake embraces township 32, range 15. It derives its name from a beautiful clear lake
on the western boundary near Clear Lake village. The west part of the town is timbered principally
with hardwood, and is good farming land. The eastern part is more diversified, and there are some
large groves of pine. Willow river runs through the town. The North Wisconsin railroad traverses the
town diagonally from northeast to southwest: The town was organized June 20, 1877; S. D. Mann,
J. C. Gates, and W. R. Ingalls, supervisors. The first settlers were John Hale, L. P. Nash, S. D.
Starkweather, and Perry Clark. Lawrence O'Connor was first postmaster; Mr. Starkweather carried
the mail on foot. Israel Graves, in 1875, built the first saw mill in Clear Lake village and the first
house. There is now at the village a stave mill owned by Symme & Co. Jewett Bros. own a saw mill
on Willow river, three miles from the village, which has a capacity of 8,000,000 feet. The lumber is
delivered to the railway at the village by a wooden tramway. The lots for the village were purchased
from the government by A. Boody and A. Coventry, in 1856. The plat was made by Symme, Glover
& Co. The survey was made by G. W. Cooley. Thomas T. McGee was the first settler (1875), and
Stephen H. Whitcomb the second. The first school house was built in 1875, and the first school
was taught by Clara Davis in the same year. The village has now a good graded school with three
departments, Charles Irle, principal. Its two church buildings, Congregational and Methodist, were
destroyed by the cyclone of 1884, but are being rebuilt. The Swedish Lutherans have a church a mile
from the village. Chas. Decker was the first postmaster; A. Symme & Co. were the first merchants;
P. Gates, M.D., the first practicing physician; F. M. Nye the first lawyer. The first marriage was that
of John C. Gates and Ella Scovill. The first birth was Chas. W. Whitcomb, and the first death that
of a child of Hans Johnson.
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PINEVILLE

The town of Pineville, a railroad station and village in section 9, is a lumbering centre. The
Pineville Lumbering Company have here a saw mill with a capacity of 7,000,000 feet. The logs are
brought on wooden railways three to ten miles. P. B. Lacy & Co., of Hudson, are the proprietors.

Frank M. Nye was born in Shirley, Piscataquis county, Maine, in 1852. His parents removed to
Wisconsin in 1854. He was educated at the common schools and at River Falls Academy. He came
to Clear Lake in 1879, and was elected district attorney for Polk county in 1880, and representative
in the Wisconsin assembly in 1885. He removed to Minneapolis in 1887.
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EUREKA

Eureka embraces township 35, range 18 and a fractional part of range 19. The west part is
somewhat broken by the St. Croix bluffs; the remainder is undulating and capable of agricultural
improvement. There are many good farms in this town. There are a few small lakes in the eastern
part. Eureka was set off from St. Croix Falls, and organized Dec. 16, 1877. The first supervisors
were Lucius A. Harper, Jens Welling and William Booth. The first settlers were L. A. Harper, John
C. Beede, Henry Cole and others. There are three post offices in the town, — Harper, Cushing and
North Valley. At the mouth of Wolf creek, in the extreme northwestern section of this town, J. R.
Brown had a trading house in the '30s, and Louis Roberts in the '40s. At this place Alex. Livingston,
another trader, was killed by Indians in 1849. Livingston had built him a comfortable home, which he
made a stopping place for the weary traveler, whom he fed on wild rice, maple sugar, venison, bear
meat, muskrats, wild fowl and flour bread, all decently prepared by his Indian wife. Mr. Livingston
was killed by an Indian in 1849.

In 1855 Carma P. Garlick surveyed a quarter section here and laid it off into town lots, and
had lithograph maps published, calling the prospective village Sebatanna, an Indian town signifying
"Water Village."

Charles Nevers settled here about 1860, and has now a fine farm and good buildings.
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FARMINGTON

Farmington was organized as a town in 1858. It contains forty-two sections of land, in township
32, ranges 18 and 19, with some fractions of sections on the St. Croix. It is a rich agricultural
town, well diversified with prairie and timber land. Its western portion, along the St. Croix, has the
picturesque bluffs common to that river, with some unusually beautiful cascades and hillside springs,
of which the most notable are the well known mineral spring and the springs at the lime kiln. The
mineral spring is situated on the St. Croix river, at the base of the bluff, and about one mile and a
half below Osceola Mills. A beautiful hotel was built in 1876 on the cliff above, at a cost of about
$20,000, which became quite a popular place of resort until 1885, when it was burned. It has not
been rebuilt. The property was improved by Currant & Stevens, but afterward sold.

The following analysis shows the chemical constituents of a gallon of the water of the spring:

Chloride of sodium 033

Sulphate of soda 524

Bicarbonate of soda 799

Bicarbonate of me 11.193

Bicarbonate of magnesia | 7.248

Iron and alumina 492

Silica 265

Organic matter

a
Total 20,362

South Farmington Corners has a prosperous cheese factory, owned and operated by Koch
Brothers, erected in 1883, turning out in 1884 sixteen tons of cheese and in 1885 over twenty tons.
South Farmington has a Catholic church building.

The first crops in Farmington were raised by Wm. Kent on a farm near Osceola in 1846, and
the same year Harmon Crandall and Richard Arnold improved land and raised crops not far from
the present village of Farmington. Here, owing to the sandy nature of the soil, well digging proved
rather perilous to the two farmers. Mr. Arnold attempted to dig a well in a depression, a sinkhole, in
the prairie. As he dug deeper the sides of the well caved in, almost burying him. He managed by his
own utmost exertions and those of his friend Crandall to escape, but left his boots deeply imbedded
in prairie soil.

In 1887 the Soo Railroad Company bridged the St. Croix, at the cedar bend at the south point
of the leaning cedars, and extended their grade along the base of the precipice overlooking the river
above, and commanding an extensive view of bold, picturesque and beautiful scenery.
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BIOGRAPHICAL

Harmon Crandall. — The Crandall family were the first to settle in Osceola Prairie, in the town
of Farmington. Mr. Crandall moved to his farm in 1846, and lived there many years; sold out and
removed to Hudson, where, in later life, he became blind. He had three sons born in Farmington. In
1882 he moved to Shell Lake, Washburn county, where he died, Aug. 8, 1886. Mrs. Crandall died
May 11, 1888.

Samuel Wall. — Mr. Wall was born in 1824, in Shropshire, England; went as a British soldier
to the West Indies in 1840; two years later came to New York City; one year later to St. Louis; in
1844 to St. Paul and in 1846 to the St. Croix valley, where he made a permanent home at the lime
kiln, which he bought of William Willim. He was married to Anna Maria Moore in 1857. They had
been educated as Episcopalians, but are now Catholics and have educated their children in that faith
in the schools at St. Paul. Mr. Wall served five years in the British army for thirteen pence a day, but
West India rum was cheap, only ten pence per gallon, and this, Mr. Wall pathetically remarked, "was
an unfortunate element for the lime-kiln man." After twenty-six years of struggle Mr. Wall came out
victorious and now strongly advises all young men to "touch not, taste not, handle not," anything that
can intoxicate. The writer trusts he may stand firm.

William Ramsey was born in Ireland in 1814, and came to America with his parents in his
youth, first settling in Nova Scotia. In 1834 he came to Washington county, Maine. In 1839 he was
married to Sarah Stevens, at Crawford, Maine. In 1849 he went to California. In 1850 he returned,
and located on his farm in Farmington, Polk county, where he still resides, an efficient citizen, who
has borne his full part in the organization of town and county, and filled various offices.

Hiram W. Nason. — Mr. Nason was born in Waterville, Maine, in 1792. When of age he settled
in Crawford, Maine. In 1852 he was married. He came to Polk county, and settled in Farmington in
1853. Mr. Nason died in 1859. Mrs. Nason died some years later. They were members of the Baptist
church. Their children are Joel F., Levi, Merrill, Crocker, Albert, James, Maria, wife of Thos. Ford,
of Farmington, and Frances, wife of Moses Peaselee, of Farmington. Mr. Ford died in 1880. He was
a well to do farmer. Mr. Peaselee, also a farmer, has served as sheriff of Polk county.

Joel F. Nason. — Mr. Nason was born Aug. 31, 1828, in Washington county, Maine. He was
married to Bertha Hanscomb, of Crawford, Maine, in July, 1851. Their children are Everett, Fred,
Louisa, wife of Albert Thompson, and Bertha. Mrs. Nason died in 1862. Mr. Nason was married
to Mary Ann Godfrey, of Osceola, in 1867. Mrs. Nason died February, 1885. He was married to
Miss Fanny Field, of St. Croix Falls, in 1887. Mr. Nason settled in Farmington in 1852. He engaged
in lumbering many years, and was called by his fellow citizens to fill several important offices. He
served eight years as county clerk. He was appointed receiver of the United States land office at St.
Croix Falls in 1871, which office he resigned in 1884, when he was elected state senator.

John McAdams was born in Tennessee in 1808. He was employed for many years on the
Louisville (Ky.) canal. He was married to Eliza Robinson in 1840. Mrs. McAdams died in 1844,
leaving one son, Melville, born 1842, who came with his father to the St. Croix valley in 1849. He
first located at Osceola, but in 1854 removed to Farmington, where he died in 1883. Mr. McAdams
was a mineralogist of some ability.

Charles Tea was born in Pennsylvania in 1817; came into the St. Croix valley in 1849; was
married in 1850 to Mary McAdams, sister of John McAdams, and in the same year settled on a farm
in Farmington. In 1880 he removed to Southern Iowa.
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GARFIELD

Garfield includes thirty sections of range 17, and six sections of range 18, township 33. It
is well watered and has many small lakes, while Sucker lake, a lake of considerable size, is about
equally divided between its own territory and that of Lincoln. Garfield was organized in 1886. The
first supervisors were Abraham Sylvester, James T. Montgomery and Martin Hanson. In 1887 the
Minneapolis, Soo & Atlantic railway built through the town from west to southeast and established
one station, Deronda, in the southeast corner of the town. The post office of El Salem is in Garfield.
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GEORGETOWN

Georgetown comprises township 35, ranges 15 and 16. This town is abundantly supplied with
water by Apple river and its tributaries, and numerous lakes, some of them of considerable size. The
largest are Bone, Blake, Powder and Pipe. The timber is hardwood and pine intermingled. Immense
quantities of pine have been taken from this town, and still much remains. Wild meadows are plentiful.
Georgetown was set off from Milltown and organized Nov. 15, 1879. The first supervisors were David
H. Smith, Elisha E. Drake and August Larbell. George P. Anderson was the first settler (1873), and
his christian name was affixed to the town. The first school was taught in 1874 by John Burns. A post
office was established in 1881 at Bunyan, G. P. Anderson, postmaster. The first sermon was preached
by Rev. C. D. Scott, a Methodist. The first birth was that of Lucy Anderson; the first marriage that
of Henry King to Etta Clark. The first death was that of August Larbell.
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TWO MEN MURDERED

Oliver Grover and Harry Knight, two prominent lumbermen of Stillwater, on July 2, 1864,
were exploring for timber and hay on Pipe lake, section 10, in Georgetown. Not returning to their
camp, two miles distant, the watchman at the camp, after waiting two days, went to St. Croix Falls
and gave the alarm. Many parties went in pursuit of the lost men. Some traces of their presence were
discovered on the shore of this lake, but the search was finally abandoned. After some months the
Indians confessed that two of their young men shot the two men, disemboweled them, burned the
entrails and sunk the bodies in the lake. Their bodies were never found. We append the following
newspaper clipping:

"Finale. — The friends of the two Indians that shot Grover and Knight, last Tuesday delivered
to P. B. Lacy, of St. Croix Falls, the valuables that were taken from the bodies of the murdered men.
They consisted of $113 in gold, $282.05 in greenbacks, $160 in silver, one silver watch, one wallet
and one pocket knife. This is probably the closing act of the bloody tragedy which cost two innocent
men their lives at the hands of Indians steeped in liquor, and who, fearing the vengeance of the white
man, committed suicide."

The two murderers had confessed the crime and shot themselves.

George P. Anderson. — Mr. Anderson was born in Fulvana county, Virginia, 1825; was educated
in the common schools; lived in Ohio eighteen and in Indiana fifteen years, and came to Balsam Lake
in 1866. Few men have been more active in the opening up of a new settlement. Mr. Anderson has
been several times elected to office in the new county, and was a principal actor in the establishment
of the Polk County Agricultural Society in 1886. He has a family of fifteen children living.
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LAKETOWN

Laketown includes township 36, range 18. It is named from the lakes that dot almost every
section in the town. Trade lake, with its tributary from Butternut lake, are the principal streams. The
town was set off from Sterling and organized April 6, 1875. The first supervisors were L. Bell; S. P.
Heard and N. Fornell. The town was settled largely by Swedes, Norwegians, Danes and Alabamians.
The latter settled in the northwestern part of the town. In 1869 Caleb Cushing bought the agricultural
college lands in the town to the amount of 7,200 acres. The first school house was built in 1870, in
section 8. P. Tierney taught the first school. Lindsey McKee was the first settler. He was also the first
to sell out and leave. Daniel Swensbarger, a German, bought him out, and a number of his countrymen
settled near him. Jacob Swensbarger started a store. N. Grondund built the first blacksmith shop.
Peter Olsen built the first saw mill, at the foot of Long lake, in 1875. The first marriage was that of
L. McKee and Mary Addington, by L. Bell, Esq.
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LINCOLN

Lincoln includes township 33, range 16, and the eastern tier of sections of township 33, range
17. It is abundantly watered by Apple river and its tributaries, and has numerous lakes of which
Sucker lake is the largest. The soil is well adapted to the culture of wheat. There are many fine farms
in this township. The surface, originally covered with timber, is undulating. The town was organized
in 1860, being set off from Osceola. The first town meeting was held April, 1861. A. A. Heald, M.
C. Lane and John Hurness were the first supervisors. The post town is at Lincoln Centre. The Polk
county poor farm is pleasantly situated on a lake in Lincoln, and has been well managed for a series
of years by Capt. Wilkie.

Amery village is located on Apple river, at the crossing of the "Soo Line" railway. It has two
saw mills and a stave factory. The Minneapolis, Soo & Atlantic railway passes through Lincoln from
southwest to east, and has a station at Apple River crossing, named Amery, in honor of William
Amery, one of Polk county's best citizens.

Wm. Wilson was born in 1828, at Armagh county, Ireland. At four years of age he came to
America with his parents, who located at Canada West, where he learned the baker's trade. In 1849
he came to Osceola and followed lumbering eight years. He was married at Osceola to Leah Moody
and located on his homestead in Lincoln in 1870. He has three sons. Mr. Wilson has been a useful
citizen and has done his full share of pioneer work.
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LORAINE

Loraine includes townships 36 and 37, range 15. It is a heavily timbered district, with hardwood
and pine interspersed. The surface is undulating and the soil is much of it good. It is well watered
by South Clam creek and tributaries, and has a multitude of small lakes. There are some fine farms
in the northern part of the township. Loraine was organized Nov. 14, 1872. The first town meeting
was held April, 1873. The first supervisors were, Frank J. Williams, George Phelps and John Klinch.
Wm. Gallespie built the first hotel and opened it in 1873. The first school was taught by Georgia
Lacy. The first marriage was that of James Lago and Almeda Johnson. The first white child was
George Phillips; the first death that of a child of J. L. Ellis.

The first settler was C. Loraine Ruggles. He was somewhat eccentric. He published a book
embodying his own adventures during the Rebellion, which he called "The Great American Spy."
The town was named after him. N. B. Bull and Chas. Anderson were the next settlers.

Wm. Wallace Gallespie was born in Louisville, Kentucky; lived in his youth in Illinois and
came to Marine Mills in 1844. In 1851 he married Cecilia M. Ring, widow of Charles Turner, of
Taylor's Falls. In 1878 he moved to his homestead in Loraine, where he has a good farm and hotel.
He has two sons and one daughter.
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LUCK

Luck includes township 36, ranges 16 and 17. It is a good agricultural region and contains
already many valuable farms. The eastern half of the town was originally a rich pine wood region.
Much of the timber is yet standing. The town is well watered by Upper Trade and Straight rivers and
has many beautiful lakes, the principal of which are Butternut and North. Luck was organized as a
town Nov. 9, 1869. The first supervisors were Wm. H. Foster, M. C. Pederson and J. J. Bille. The
first settlers were Wm. W. Gallespie, W. H. Foster and D. F. Smith (1857). The first marriage was
that of W. H. Foster, and his oldest child was the first white child born in Luck. Wm. Gallespie raised
the first crops. D. F. Smith built the first saw mill. W. H. Foster was first postmaster. At present
there are two post offices, one at the village of Luck, the other at West Denmark. Laura Jones taught
the first school in Luck. The town has been settled chiefly by Danes, mostly direct from Denmark.
A Danish high school was established in 1884, K. Noregaad, principal, at which different languages
are taught. The building cost $3,000. It is beautifully located on Butternut lake. The Lutherans have
three flourishing church organizations in this town.

William H. Foster was born in Bangor, Maine, in 1828; came to St. Croix valley in 1844; settled
in Luck in 1857 and engaged in farming and lumbering. He served in the army during the Rebellion,
and was postmaster at Luck for eighteen years. His father, Daniel Foster, came with him to the St.
Croix valley in 1844 and died in 1876. His native place was New Hampshire.
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MILLTOWN

Milltown includes township 35, range 17. It is a good agricultural and stock growing town.
It is watered by the small streams flowing into Balsam, Half Moon and other lakes. The timber is
mostly hardwood. There is pine in the eastern part. The Patterson post office is located in section
7, Milltown in section 36. Milltown was set off from St. Croix Falls Dec. 20, 1869. The first town
meeting was held Jan. 8, 1870. The first supervisors were John Lynch, M. Fitzgerald, Sr., and John
Hurley. The Roman Catholic church was organized here in 1864. Their new house of worship was
built in 1870. The first settlers were James and John Rogers. The first school (1865) was taught by
Maggie Crawford. The first school house was built in 1866. A grange was organized in 1884. The
town has now a good brick school house and a saw and flour mill.

Patrick Lillis was born in Ireland in 1807. He came to Polk county in 1856, and, with
his amiable wife and enterprising sons, made a claim on what was afterward styled Milltown, an
inappropriate name, but given by Mr. Lillis himself, as he humorously remarked, "because there was
not a stream large enough for a mill site in the town," and Milltown it remains to this day. Mr. Lillis
prospered and made himself a good home. He died Feb. 26, 1886. Mrs. Lillis died December, 1885.
They left six sons. John C. is in Greene county, Texas, Simon C. is in Southern California, and Richard
is in Memphis, Tennessee. Henry, the youngest, aged twenty-nine years, has for the past six years
been a resident of Tacoma, Washington Territory. The residence of Martin and James is not known.
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OSCEOLA

Osceola contains all of township 33, range 18, except the eastern tier of sections, and ten whole
sections and some fractions of range 19, made somewhat irregular by the St. Croix river boundary, and
the obtrusion of three sections of Farmington in the southwestern part. It is a rich agricultural town,
consisting chiefly of prairie, the whole forming a tableland, terminating westward on the precipitous
bluffs of the St. Croix. It has a good steamboat landing and two good water powers, Osceola and
Close's creeks. These are both fine trout brooks. The bluffs overlooking the St. Croix are bold and
high, and, for a great part, precipitous. Most conspicuous of these bluffs is the promontory known as
Eagle Point, situated just below the Osceola landing. An escarpment of limestone, about two hundred
feet above the river, projects over its base, not much unlike the celebrated table rock at Niagara
Falls. A tall and solitary pine tree stands upon the extreme verge of this rock, the whole forming a
conspicuous landmark, visible to a distance of several miles down the river. The cascade on Osceola
creek, a few rods above its mouth, has scarcely a rival amongst the waterfalls of the West. It has
sometimes been called the Minnehaha of Wisconsin, but while it resembles somewhat in the lower
part of its descent that celebrated cascade, the scenery around it is much wilder, perpendicular rocks
towering over it to a great height, while the upper part of the fall is over an inclined plain, broken
into steps. It is a favorite haunt for artists and photographers. There are several minor waterfalls of
great beauty in the vicinity. The trap rock formation crops out in the eastern and northern parts of
the town, rich in specimens of copper and silver. Silver is also found in ledges at East Lake.

The first land claim in the town, made May 14, 1844, by Milton V. Nobles and Lucius N. S.
Parker, included the cascade and the present site of the village. The claim was made with the intention
of building a saw mill at the outlet of Osceola creek. The mill company, organized in 1841, consisted
of M. V. and W. H. Nobles, Wm. Kent, Wm. O. Mahony and Harvey Walker. Mr. Nobles sold his
interest and removed to Willow River; Wm. Parker removed to St. Anthony. The mill commenced
cutting timber in 1845. It was run at first with a small flutter wheel, which was replaced by a an
overshot wheel, 30 feet; that by another, 45 feet, and that by one 50 feet in diameter. In 1845 the
company built a two story boarding house, also a shop and office, near the mill. After the completion
of the mill Walker withdrew from the firm and Anson Northrup was for a short time a member. Kent
& Mahony for a number of years operated the mill, selling lumber in Galena and St. Louis. Mahony
left for California in 1852. Around this mill, as a nucleus, the settlement of Osceola and the village
were built up. The mill, with its immense water wheel, for so many years a conspicuous object on
the river, has long since disappeared.

Osceola has had many enterprising business men engaged in merchandising and manufacturing.
The first flouring mill was built by Kent Brothers in 1853, just above the cascade. This mill changed
owners several times, and was burned in 1880. It was rebuilt by Lovejoy & Sutton in 1883. Its present
capacity is one hundred barrels per day. The second flouring mill was built by Dresser & Wilson in
1867. It is situated on the same stream, a few rods above the first. It has also changed owners several
times. Its capacity is fifty barrels per day. The first merchants were Wyckoff and Stevenson, in 1856.
These have been succeeded by Rice, Webb, Clark Brothers, Armstrong & Co., Talboys & Staples,
Dresser & Wilson, Lacy & Johnson, W. A. Talboys, Gridley & Co., Heald & Thing, Dresser Brothers,
and others. Dr. Gray was the first practicing physician. After him, at different periods, came Drs.
Hilton, Brooks, Gaskill, Garlick, Marshall, Searles, Cornbacker and Clark. The first deed recorded
of Osceola property was a quitclaim from Wm. H. Nobles to Anson Northrup, consideration $3,250,
in 1847. The first lawyer settled here was 1. P. Freeland. His successors were Button, Dowling, Dyke,
McDill, and others. The first sermon preached in Osceola was by Rev. Lemuel Nobles, a Methodist
minister, in 1851. There are two church organizations; each has respectable church buildings. The
first Baptist preacher was Rev. S. T. Catlin, in 1854. The Baptists built the first church in the county

121



W. Folsom. «Fifty Years In The Northwest»

in Osceola, 1856. The first log house in the town was built by Richard Arnold in the locality of the
famous Drake Troutmere springs. This house was built in 1848. Mr. Arnold raised the first crops in
the town of Osceola. The first school house was built in 1852. A high school building was erected
in 1868. W. A. Talboys taught the first public school in 1852. Until 1861 the schools were under
the town system. In 1875 a free high school was established. The first post office was established in
1854, and W. C. Guild was postmaster for twenty years. The first town election was held April 5,
1853, when the following supervisors were elected: Wm. Ramsey, chairman; Nelson McCarty and
W. C. Guild. At this meeting the town voted a tax of thirty dollars for school and fifty dollars for
town expenses. The first Sunday-school was organized by W. A. Talboys in 1852.

The first marriage, that of John Buckley to Elizabeth Godfrey, was in 1853. The first white
child born was John Francis, in 1847. The first death was that of Leroy Hubble, by accident, in 1845.
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CHANGE OF NAME

The name of the town was originally Leroy, in honor of Mr. Hubble above mentioned. It is
to be regretted that this name was not retained, inasmuch as Osceola, though the name of one of
the most celebrated Indians in American history, is shared by a post town in the eastern part of the
State. It was therefore necessary to call this post town Osceola Mills, a distinction that correspondents
and postmasters are not always careful to note. Osceola village remained unorganized until Aug. 10,
1887. The first officers were: President, H. B. Dyke; trustees, W. C. Reilly, R. S. Sutton, G. W. De
Long, H. E. Cornbacker, Paul Filzen, S. C. Benjamin; clerk, S. Rowcliff; treasurer, C. W. Staples;
supervisor, G. D. McDill; justice of the peace, George Wilson; police justice, T. Post. The village
has a splendid situation upon the bluffs overlooking the river, and communicates with points on the
river by boat, and with overland points by the Minneapolis, Soo & Atlantic railway, completed to
this place Aug. 21, 1887. There is also a branch road from Dresser's station to St. Croix Falls. The
village was visited by destructive fires at various times. Most prominent of these was the burning of
the Freeland Hotel in 1857, the Western Hotel in 1878, and the first flouring mill in 1880.
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BIOGRAPHICAL

Daniel Mears. — Mr. Mears was born in Lynn, Massachusetts, in 1819. His first wife, Emeline
Mendon, died in 1850, leaving three sons, Charles, David, and Daniel. In 1852 he was married to
Susan Thompson. They have one daughter, Lulu, now Mrs. Wheeler, of Stillwater. Mr. Mears came
West in 1848, and sold goods one year at Taylor's Place (since Taylor's Falls). In 1849 he removed
his store to St. Croix Falls, where he continued merchandising and lumbering until 1852, when he
went to Willow River as agent in building the first saw mill in what is now Hudson. In 1860 he made
himself a permanent home on a farm near Osceola. He served as state senator from the Twenty-
eighth district in 1858-59, and as state timber agent in 1874-75. As an officer Mr. Mears acquitted
himself well. In politics he is a Democrat, and while in the senate took an active part in debates. The
oldest son, Charles, is editor and proprietor of the Polk County Press. The three sons are married.

Nelson McCarty. — Mr. McCarty was born July 4, 1819, in Pike county, Pennsylvania; in 1834
was married to Mary McKune, and came to St. Croix valley in 1846, where he engaged in piloting
and lumbering. In 1847 he made him a farm on Osceola prairie. He died in 1856. His brother Philip
came to Osceola in 1850, and settled on Osceola prairie.

William O. Mahony, a native of Ireland, born about 1810, came to America while he was yet
a minor, and to St. Croix Falls in 1843. He had learned the trade of a baker, but in 1844 became one
of the proprietors of the saw mill at Osceola, and sold his interest in 1860. He was a man of original
and eccentric mind. He went to California in 1862, and died there in 1866.

Richard Arnold is of Illinois birth. He came to Osceola in 1845, and moved to his farm near
the village in 1848. In 1852 he removed to Taylor's Falls and built the Cascade House. In 1855 he
was the first farmer in the town of Amador, Chisago county. In 1859 he left the valley for Pike's
Peak, Colorado.

Wm. Kent Sr., was born in Scotland sometime in 1790. He was married in Scotland, and, with
his wife and two eldest children, came to America in 1823. He seems to have lived awhile in New
Brunswick, probably till 1829 or 30, when he removed to Eddington, Maine, whence he removed to
the West and made his home at Osceola in 1852, where he and his wife died at an advanced age,
honored by all who knew them. His family of six sons and five daughters all grew to mature age,
and, except Andrew, who located in Farmington, had homes in Osceola The daughters are Anna,
wife of Curtis Guild; Agnes (deceased), wife of I. W. Freeland; Jane, wife of Jerry Mudget; Mary
(deceased), wife of Chapin Kimball; and Eva, wife of Henry C. Goodwin.

Robert Kent, oldest son of Wm. Kent, Sr., was born in Scotland in 1819; came to Galena,
[llinois, in 1840, and to Osceola in 1848, where he has filled many responsible public positions. His
first wife, to whom he was married in Galena in 1841, died in 1847, leaving four children. In 1859
Mr. Kent was married to Susan Babb, of Osceola.

Andrew Kent was born in Scotland in 1821. He was married in New Brunswick in 1838, but his
wife died soon after. He came to Osceola in 1852 and was married to Esther Hill, of Osceola, in 1855.
Mr. Kent followed lumbering for many years but finally settled on a beautiful farm in Farmington,
where he still resides, an industrious, thrifty farmer.

William Kent, Jr., was born in New Brunswick in 1824; came to Galena in 1843 and to St.
Croix Falls in 1844. He was one of the original owners and builders of the first mill at Osceola. From
time to time he purchased the interests of other partners until he became sole owner of mill and
town site. In 1853 he sold the mill to B. H. Campbell, of Galena. Mr. Kent engaged in steamboating
for many years and was a popular commander. He built the Nellie Kent, the Helen Mar and Maggie
Reany. Of late years he has been engaged in mercantile pursuits. He was married to Nellie Kidder
in 1855. They have no children. Mr. Kent is an influential member of the masonic order, and has
filled many positions of public trust.
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James Kent was born in Frederickton, New Brunswick, in 1826; came to Wisconsin in 1850;
and was married to Mary Jane Wilson at Osceola in 1858. In 1874 he removed to Ashland, Wisconsin,
where he died in 1878, leaving a wife and five children.

Thomas Kent was born in Richmond, New Brunswick, in 1828. He came to Osceola in 1849
and was married in 1856 to Achsah Hale. He was a practical lumberman and a very active man.
He was accidentally killed in 1847, while breaking a jam of logs in Clam river. He left a wife and
one child.

John Kent was born in Eddington, Maine, in 1831. He came to Wisconsin with his parents in
1852. He was married to Jennie Kidder in 1866. He was a house carpenter. Lived in Duluth some
years but returned and settled in Osceola.

Samuel Close in 1845 made a land claim for a mill at the falls of Close creek. Shortly after he
abandoned the claim and left the country, leaving his name to the creek and slough.

Ebenezer Ayres came from Maine to the St. Croix valley in 1850, and settled on a farm in
Osceola, where he made his home during the remainder of his active life. During his last years he
became very feeble and partially insane, and his friends placed him in the asylum at Madison, where
he died, Aug. 20, 1876. His wife, familiarly known in later years as "Mother Ayres," and greatly
esteemed for her excellence of character, died two years later. They reared a family of four sons and
seven daughters. The sons Charles, Seth and Andrew are farmers on typo for Osceola prairie. Warren,
a fourth son, died in Iowa. The daughters were married — Elizabeth to Ambrose Sevey, Ruth to Walter
Carrier, Mary (deceased) to Frank S. Eddy, Sarah to E. R. St. Clair, and to a second husband, H. H.
Newberry, all of Taylor's Falls; Abigail to Wm. E. Doe, and to a second husband, the distinguished
phrenologist, O. S. Fowler, of New York; Almena to — Clough, of Osceola prairie, and, after his
decease, to Wallace, of Osceola; and Emma to Charles P. Fenlason, of Pipestone, Minnesota.

Carmi P. Garlick was born in Erie county, Pennsylvania, in 1818; was married in 1842 to
Elizabeth Thompson, of Ohio, and come to Amador, Chisago county, Minnesota, in 1854, where he
built a saw mill. Not succeeding as he had expected, he betook himself to farming and to the practice
of medicine while in Amador. In 1858 he removed to Osceola, where he practiced medicine until he
entered the United States service as surgeon during the war of the Rebellion. He died at Milwaukee,
Jan. 12, 1864, while in the United States service. He was educated in Columbus (Ohio) Medical
College. He left a wife, one son (Louis), and one daughter, wife of Henry Jones, of Osceola.

John S. Godfrey was born in Sackville, Halifax county, Nova Scotia, Dec. 18, 1809; was
married to Sarah Wright, in Stonnich, Nova Scotia, in 1832; came to Easton, Wisconsin, in 1849,
to Taylor's Falls in 1851, and to their beautiful homestead in Osceola in 1852, where he still lives,
respected and honored by all his neighbors as an honest, worthy and industrious man. He has
sometimes engaged in lumbering, but his chief success has been as a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey
are members of the Baptist church. They have four sons and five daughters. Of his sons, George died
in 1872. Of his daughters, Mary Ann, wife of Joel F. Nason, died in 1885. John, the youngest son,
was married to Mamie Maxwell, and died January, 1888. The daughters are married — Elizabeth to
John Buckley, Charlotte to S. B. Dresser, Eunice to George Clark, and Sarah to Joseph A. Brown.
The two oldest sons are married — James to M. Fenlason, Arthur to Mary J. Daniel.

William A. Talboys was born in Bristol, England; was married to Mary Rowcliff, in London,
in 1845; came to America in 1845, and to Osceola in 1851, where for some years he clerked for Kent
Brothers. He taught the first school in Osceola and served four years as county treasurer. He has held
many positions of trust. For many years he has been engaged in lumbering and merchandising. In
1874 he built an elevator for handling wheat. Mr. Talboys and his wife are members of the Methodist
church. They have three children living. The oldest, W. E., is editor of the Grantsburg Sentinel, Burnett
county. Frederic C. is in St. Paul. Adelaide E. was married to Benj. Knapp, captain of the steamboat
Cleon. Her husband died in 1887.
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Charles H. Staples. — Mr. Staples was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in 1824. In 1848 he
came to Bunker Hill, Illinois, and in the same year was married to Hannah Garland. He was engaged
seven years in the milling business, and in 1856 came to Osceola, where he engaged in lumbering,
selling goods and medicines. He has filled several county offices. Of their four children, Charles W.
was married to May Foster, of Osceola, in 1878, Eva is married to H. B. Dyke, and Frank to Ella
Fiske.

J. W. Peake was born Dec. 2, 1822, in Schoharie county, New York. At the age of twenty-one
he settled near La Salle, Illinois, and kept a hotel. He came to Osceola in 1854, and settled on a farm.
On July 15, 1862, he enlisted in the Tenth Wisconsin Battery, and served till the close of the war.
He served several years as town supervisor and assessor. He died at his home, March 13, 1886.

George Wilson was born in Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, in 1836. His privileges for
education were good. He taught school in Pennsylvania; came to Osceola in 1857; followed clerking
and teaching school; was nine years in flouring mill and merchandising; was two years register of
deeds, and has filled minor offices. He was married to Emma R. Fiske in 1854, at Osceola. They
have two sons and two daughters, one the wife of Capt. George Knapp.

Samuel B. Dresser. — Mr. Dresser was born in Buxton, Maine, in 1832. During his youth he
lived with his parents, chiefly at Bangor, where he received the rudiments of a good education in the
common schools, and in Kent Seminary at Readfield. He came to Taylor's Falls in 1851, and followed
lumbering and merchandising until 1862, when he settled on his farm homestead on Osceola prairie.
Mr. Dresser was a member of the Twenty-third Wisconsin assembly. He was married to Charlotte
M. Godfrey, June 23, 1859. They have one daughter, Helen A., and six sons, Elma T., William A.,
Lester B., Wyman H., Mark S., and Frank E.

Frederic A. Dresser, brother of Samuel B., was born at Moscow, Maine, Nov. 2, 1841, came to
Taylor's Falls, Minnesota, in 1858, and remained some years, when he removed to Osceola. He served
three years during the Civil War in the Thirtieth Wisconsin Infantry, and left the service with the
rank of quartermaster. After the war he was married to Mary E. Thoms, of Biddeford, Maine. During
his subsequent residence in Osceola he engaged in mercantile pursuits, served as county treasurer
four years and as register of deeds five years, which office he held at the time of his death which
occurred Oct. 23, 1886.

Oscar A. Clark came to Taylor's Falls in 1881, settled on a farm in Osceola in 1852, and brought
hither his parents from Vermont, both of whom have since died. Oscar was a surveyor. He engaged
also in the lumbering and commercial business. He was of the firm of Clark Brothers. He enlisted
in a Wisconsin regiment during the Rebellion, and served till mustered out, but never returned to his
home, and as nothing has since been heard from him, his friends have concluded that he must have
been murdered after his discharge, possibly on the way home. Cornelius, a brother, lives at the Clark
homestead; George, a brother, married a daughter, of John S. Godfrey. He died in 1873. The widow
was subsequently married to Cornelius. Leman, a brother, settled on a farm in Osceola, and died in
1879, leaving a large family. Andrew, another brother, of the firm of Clark Brothers, died in Osceola.

Oscar F. Knapp. — Capt. Knapp has been conspicuous as a steamboat maker, owner and captain
for the last thirty years. He was born in Clinton county, New York, in 1831. At the age of fifteen
years he came West and located in Delavan, Wisconsin. In 1852 he removed to Osceola, Wisconsin,
where he engaged in lumbering for about four years. In 1856 he was married to Miss Angeline Hayes,
of Osceola. In the same year he engaged in the business of steamboating, with which he has been
since identified more or less. His first steamboat was the H. S. Allen, which, in company with E.
B. Strong, he bought of H. S. Allen, of Chippewa Falls, in 1856, for $5,000. In 1862 he built the
Enterprise, a small but serviceable boat of light draft and fair speed. In 1864 Capt. Knapp built the
Viola, owned by a stock company. In 1866 he built the G. B. Knapp, in 1879 the Jennie Hayes,
and ran these two boats fourteen years. In 1877 he entered the employment of the United States
government, improving the navigation of the St. Croix river, in which work he is still engaged. His
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two sons, Ben and George, succeeded him in the steamboat business. Ben, the oldest son, was born in
Osceola in 1857; George, the second son, in 1859. These two boys spent their childhood and youth
on the river, and have grown up to be expert pilots and captains, and inherit their father's popularity
as river men. Ben was married to Addie Talboys, June, 1880; George to Claribel Wilson, in 1883.
Capt. Knapp has two other children, Viola, now Mrs. Arthur Johnson, and Guy, still a minor. Mrs.
Angeline Knapp died at her home in Osceola, March 6, 1883, respected and lamented by all who
knew her. Capt. Ben Knapp died Oct. 5, 1887, leaving a wife and two children.

Mrs. Elisabeth B. Hayes. — Mrs. Hayes was born in 1811, in Dundee, Yates county, New York.
In 1854 she removed with her husband to Missouri. After his death, in the fall of the same year, she
came with her children to Osceola, where she built the Osceola House, which she kept a number
of years. The daughters were Angeline B. (Mrs. O. F. Knapp), Mrs. Hubbell and Mrs. Milroy, of
New York, and Mrs. Truman Foster, widow, since the wife of Capt. C. G. Bradley. Her sons were
George, Frank and David. Capt. George Hayes followed piloting and steamboating, excepting during
the Rebellion, when he served as a soldier in the Fourth Wisconsin Volunteers. In the latter part of
the war he served as a scout for Gen. Canby. At the present time he has the appointment of steamboat
inspector, with office in St. Paul. David has been prominent as a steamboat captain. He now resides
in Towa.

Cyrus G. Bradley was born in Kaskaskia, Illinois, in 1825. In 1845 he came to the lead mines
in Wisconsin and to Osceola in 1848. He was married in 1846 to the widow of Truman Foster, of
Osceola. Mr. Bradley engaged in lumbering, became a river pilot, running rafts to St. Louis, with
stems and blades, called oars and sweeps, before steamboat towing was in vogue. When steamboats
became useful in running rafts, he built two steamers especially for raft towing. He had much to do
in introducing the steamboat towing business. Mr. Bradley moved to his farm near Osceola in 1874,
where he still resides.

W. Hale. — Judge Hale's early life was spent on a farm. He commenced lumbering in 1822,
and followed that business and piloting on the Ohio and Alleghany rivers until 1851, when he came
to Osceola prairie and opened a farm. Mr. Hale was the first county judge of Polk county, and held
the position eight years. He has also served as county superintendent of schools. He was born in
Harmony, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, in 1802; was married to Nancy McKeene, of Orange
county, New York, in 1826. They have four sons, John, Isaac, Silas F., and Reuben W., and three
daughters, Esther (Mrs. Treadwell), Malvina (Mrs. Merrick), and Achsah (Mrs. Thomas Kent).

Edgar C. Treadwell was born March 29, 1832, in Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania. He came
with a team from Pennsylvania to Osceola in 1846, where he engaged in lumbering and piloting until
1863, when he enlisted in Company D, Second Wisconsin Cavalry. He was wounded at Yazoo river.
He returned to Osceola in 1865 and was married to Esther Hale in 1866. Mr. Treadwell was the first
sheriff of Polk county, and has filled other places of trust. Since the war he has resided on his farm.
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ST. CROIX FALLS

Extended mention has already been made of the village of St. Croix Falls in the general history
of the first settlement of the county. The town includes township 34, range 18, and two partial sections
of range 19. It was organized in 1854, but unfortunately no records of its organization can be obtained.
The surface is agreeably diversified by hill and plain, and is supplied with many species of timber,
including maple, elm, and several varieties of oak. The St. Croix river forms its western boundary,
and presents here some of its wildest and most beautiful scenery, including the trap rock ledges of
the Dalles.
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ST. CROIX FALLS VILLAGE

The buildings of the Falls company formed the nucleus of a village which took the name
of the Falls. Its history has been given somewhat at length in the history of the settlement, and in
"Reminiscences." It is situated on the east bank of the river, between the upper and lower falls.
It contains one first class flouring mill, owned by James Thompson, one wagon and plow factory,
owned by Comer Brothers, one agricultural warehouse, two livery stables (Harvey & Co., and Lillis
& Co.), two excellent hotels (J. W. Mullen, and C. C. Fiske), one United States land office, one
church building (Presbyterian), costing about $2,500, one graded school building, costing $6,000,
one town hall and several commodious stores and dwellings. The village was platted in 1857, by
Marion T. Chandler. The post office was established in 1844. Harvey Wilson was the first postmaster.
The Minneapolis, Soo & Atlantic Railway Company have a branch road extending to this place
from Dresser's station, a distance of three miles. The village was incorporated Feb. 21, 1888, with
the following board of officers: President, J. H. McCourt; trustees, John Comer, Jacob Berger,
George Thompson, Charles Amery, Barney O'Neal, Sidney Wall; clerk, Thomas Peck; treasurer, A.
Hoagland; assessor, P. B. Jewell; supervisor, S. W. Blanding; constable, Hoover Christopher; justice
of the peace, W. B. Bull; police justice, Thomas Peck. St. Croix village has suffered from fires. The
heaviest losses were without insurance. The flouring mill was burned April 30, 1863; loss, $8,000.
The company's hotel was burned May, 1880; loss, $3,000. Fiske's hotel was burned Sept. 16, 1885;
loss, $6,000.
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WEST SWEDEN

West Sweden embraces township 37, range 17. This is almost exclusively a hardwood timbered
district, with some pine in the north. The soil is rich and well watered with Spirit creek and Upper
Wood river. The surface is undulating. The north part has numerous lakes and meadows. There is an
upheaval of trap rock in section 2 and copper specimens abound. The principal settlers are Swedes.
The town was organized Nov. 10, 1875. The first supervisors were N. C. Johnson, A. Larson and
A. Dolberg.
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STERLING

The town of Sterling is composed of township 36, ranges 19 and 20. The east part is heavy
hardwood timber land, with rich soil suitable for wheat; the west portion is very sandy and covered
with a few scattering oaks and black pines. The whole town is well supplied with hay meadows, which
afford great advantages to the stock raiser. The first actual settlers were Samuel Deneen and William
Trimmer, who came in the fall of 1855. The year following William Lowell, from Stillwater, entered
three hundred and twenty acres in sections 14 and 15, range 19, and made extensive improvements.
Daniel F. Smith took up the same amount of land in section 9, same town and range, and made
improvements. The first white child born was the son of James Cragin, August, 1858. The first white
couple married was John Berry and Emily Stout, in 1859. The first death was that of Mrs. Dunlap,
sister of William Trimmer, in 1859.

The town was organized in 1855. The first town meeting was held at the residence of William
Lowell, and Samuel Deneen was the first chairman of the town. The town was called Moscow, which
name was changed one year after to that of Sterling. It was the largest town in the county then. It was
organized into two school districts, but District No. 1 not being able to build a good school house,
an old log shanty was fixed up for school purposes, and in this Miss Fanny Trimmer taught the first
school. The first saw and grist mill was built by Dr. Deneen. Olaf Strandburg established the first
blacksmith shop and with it a gun shop. In 1849 Charles F. Rowley built a "stopping place," so called
in those days, on the banks of Wolf creek, at the old crossing, half a mile west of Deneen's, and
cultivated a few acres of land. This house was burned one night by a lot of teamsters in a drunken
orgie.

Dr. Samuel Deneen, the first white settler in Sterling, was born Dec. 27, 1801, in Youngstown,
Ohio. He was married in 1825 to Margaret Conly. He studied medicine in Michigan, and came to
Wisconsin in 1854, and to Sterling in 1855. Dr. Deneen practiced his profession, made him a farm,
built a saw and grist mill on Wolf creek, established a post office and took an active part in the
interests of the new settlement. He and his wife still live on the homestead which they have held for
the past thirty years. Mrs. Deneen was born in 1800.

William W. Trimmer came to Sterling in 1855 and made a home, building and occupying what
was for many years known as "Trimmer's Hotel." Mr. Trimmer died in St. Croix Falls in 1874.

Arnold Densmore was born in Nova Scotia, in 1822; was married to Matilda Wallace in 1845,
and came to Sterling in 1867, where he died, Jan. 20, 1886, much respected as a neighbor, citizen
and Christian.
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CHAPTER VI
ST. CROIX COUNTY

Jan. 9, 1840, the Wisconsin legislature created a new county out of Crawford county, including
territory west of the Chippewa river, extending northward to the British possessions, and named it St.
Croix. By the same act, a day was designated for an election, at which a county seat was to be chosen
and county officers elected. "Mouth of St. Croix," now Prescott, and Caw-caw-baw-kang, now St.
Croix Falls, were designated as voting places. Two places only were voted for, "Mouth of St. Croix,"
and Dakotah, Brown's claim, now Schulenberg's addition to Stillwater. Dakotah was chosen by a vote
of forty-five to thirteen. The returns were made to Prairie du Chien, county seat of Crawford county,
and certificates issued to the county officers elected by C. J. Leonard, clerk of Crawford county.
The legislature had at the time of creating the new county made it a probate district, Philip Aldrich
being appointed judge.

The history of the county until 1848 has been given elsewhere, as connected with the early
history of Stillwater.

The admission of Wisconsin Territory as a state in 1848 divided the county, giving it the St.
Croix river and state line as its western boundary. The Wisconsin portion of the old county was
consequently left without a county seat, while the portion west of the St. Croix had a county seat,
but was without state or territorial jurisdiction. Congress, however, declared Wisconsin territorial
laws to be still in force in the excluded territory, and they so remained until the organization of
Minnesota Territory. Soon after the admission of Wisconsin, that part of St. Croix county within its
limits was reorganized for county and judicial purposes, and a new county seat chosen, located in
section 24, township 29, range 19, at the mouth of Willow river. This county seat was at first called
Buena Vista. On Sept. 9, 1848, the county commissioners, under the law creating the county, held
their first meeting at the county seat, in the house of Philip Aldrich. The commissioners present
were Ammah Andrews, chairman; W. H. Morse, and W. R. Anderson, clerk. Philip Aldrich was
appointed treasurer. Four voting precincts were established, Mouth of St. Croix, Willow River or
Buena Vista, Osceola, and Falls of St. Croix. These early commissioners performed duties of the
most varied character incident to the government of a new county. There was as yet no county seal,
and they were required to draw with the pen upon legal documents a scroll representing a seal, and
to use other forms, appliances and devices without legal precedent.

At the second meeting of the county commissioners Osceola was represented by Harmon
Crandall, he having been absent at the first meeting of the board. Moses Perin was appointed
collector. License for selling intoxicating liquors was fixed at twenty dollars per annum. The rate of
taxation was fixed at seven mills on the dollar. The first state election in the county was held at Buena
Vista, Nov. 7, 1848. One hundred and fifteen votes were the whole number cast in the county. The
following officers were elected: Senator, James Fisher, of Crawford county; representative, Joseph
Bowron, Buena Vista; county commissioners, Wm. H. Morse, Ammah Andrews, Harmon Crandall,
Buena Vista; county clerk, W. Richardson, Buena Vista; register of deeds, W. R. Anderson, Buena
Vista; judge of probate court, Alvah D. Heaton, Osceola; county treasurer, Philip Aldrich, Buena
Vista; coroner, Wm. O. Mahony, Osceola; surveyor, Alex. S. Youle, St. Croix Falls.

At the commissioners' meeting, Feb. 28, 1849, the county was divided into the following towns:
St. Croix Falls, Buena Vista, and Elisabeth. At an election held Sept. 3, 1849, Hamlet H. Perkins
received forty-nine votes for judge, and Joel Foster forty-one. Mr. Perkins was drowned at St. Croix
Falls soon after, and the governor appointed Mr. Foster to fill the vacancy. Judge Foster held his
first court at Buena Vista. Daniel Noble Johnson was appointed prosecuting attorney in 1849. James
Hughes was appointed in 1850. The first district court was held in August, 1850.
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At a special meeting of the commissioners in 1849, James Hughes and J. M. Bailey were
appointed a building committee to make estimates for the erection of a courthouse and jail. At the
special meeting of the commissioners, Jan. 15, 1851, the town of Kinnikinic was organized. They
had also under consideration the erection of county buildings, and appointed Ammah Andrews to
erect the same. Otis Hoyt, for non-attendance at this meeting of the board, was fined fifty dollars,
but the fine was subsequently remitted. The legislature of 1851 changed the name of the town of
Buena Vista to Willow River, also of the town of Elisabeth to Prescott. At a subsequent meeting the
contract with Ammah Andrews to erect public buildings was rescinded, and Daniel Mears was made
special agent to build a jail, and three hundred and fifty dollars was appropriated for that purpose.
The town of Rush River was organized Nov. 13, 1851. At the request of petitioners, the town of
Leroy (now Osceola) was organized Nov. 9, 1852. A day was fixed in 1852 to vote on the change
of name, Willow River to Hudson. The name Hudson was adopted by a two-thirds majority. The
legislature of 1853 created from the territory of St. Croix county the counties of Polk, St. Croix and
Pierce, Polk being located on the north, Pierce on the south, and St. Croix occupying the central
portion of the original St. Croix county, and retaining the county seat.

St. Croix county, as at present constituted, lies on the east bank of the river and Lake St. Croix,
forming, but for slight irregularities on the western line, a parallelogram. It includes townships 28
to 31, and ranges 15 to 19, with fractions of range 20 on the west. The surface varies from gently
undulating to hilly. The bluffs along the lake are not precipitous, as on the Upper St. Croix, but are
even and continuous, with gently rounded slopes. From the river, eastward, the country is broken
and somewhat hilly; the central portions are rolling prairies on which are fine farms, and the eastern
portions are level and originally heavily timbered. The eastern tier of townships is covered by a heavy
growth of timber known as the Big Woods. The timber is composed of basswood, maple, butternut,
several species of oak, and a sprinkling of white pine. The soil is a rich clayey loam and well adapted
for grass, grain and root crops. Good building and limestone crop out in places. The county is well
drained by the St. Croix and its tributaries, Apple, Willow and Kinnikinic on the west and Rush
river on the east. Of these tributaries Apple river is the largest. It rises in Polk county, where it
is supplied by numerous lakes, enters St. Croix county and passes diagonally across the northwest
corner and empties into the St. Croix river a few miles above Stillwater. Willow river rises in Cylon
township and empties into St. Croix lake, just above Hudson. This river passes through a deep gorge
in the limestone rock, a few miles above its mouth, falling in its passage over several ledges of rock,
producing falls famed far and near for their wildness and grandeur. Kinnikinic river in the south part
of the county is famed also for the beauty of its scenery and for its waterfalls. It passes into Pierce
county and then, uniting with its southern branch, flows into Lake St. Croix. Rush river rises in Eau
Galle, and turns and flows thence to Lake Pepin. These streams have unfailing supplies from springs
and small lakes. There is a remarkable formation in the Kinnikinic valley about seven miles above
River Falls, called the Monument. It is a ledge of pure white sandstone rock, nearly circular, and
rising to a height of sixty feet. It stands on a natural elevation far above the level of the valley and so
forms a very conspicuous and curious object. The base is forty or fifty feet wide, and the summit is a
turret-shaped mass of rock about fifteen feet wide and as many high. The part upon which the turret
rests is dome-shaped, its sides worn by the rains into deep furrows. Years ago a tree grew upon the
summit. The soft sandstone is being gradually worn away by the winds and rains.
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HOW THE SCHOOL LANDS WERE SELECTED

Philip Aldrich was appointed commissioner in 1848 to locate the state school lands in St. Croix
county, at that time including Polk and Pierce counties. It is said that Dr. Aldrich would climb to
the summits of the highest mounds, and, casting his eyes east, west, north or south, would proclaim
such and such numbers or sections as school lands. Where all were so arable and fertile there was no
use in discriminating. At the division of the county in 1853 the part designated as St. Croix county
was subdivided into three towns, Buena Vista or Hudson, Willow River and Kinnikinic or Troy. As
the population increased these towns were divided and subdivided until they numbered twenty-three.
We append their names and dates of organization. Where more than one name is given the last is
the present name:

Buena Vista, Willow Rrver, Hudson | 1849
Malone, Troy 1851
Rush River 1851
Pleasant Valley 1851
Somerset 1836
Hammond 1836
Star Prarie 1836
Dayton. Malone, Kmmikinie 1857
Cold Spring, Richmond 1857
Erin Prairis 1858
Brookville, Eau Galle 1838
St Joseph 1858
Cvlon 1859
Warren 1860
Springfield 1860
Emerald 1861
Stanton 1870
Cady 1870
Baldwin 1872
Forest 1881
Glemvood 1885

Some changes were also made in the boundaries of the towns. No progress was made in the
erection of county buildings until 1856, when a contract was made by the commissioners with Ammah
Andrews to build a court house for $14,300 on the ground originally purchased of Moses Perin. The
final cost was $20,045.
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ST. CROIX AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

An important event to the county was the organization of the St. Croix Agricultural Society,
in 1857. Beautiful grounds were chosen on the bluffs one-half mile south of the city of Hudson. The
annual fairs of this association, formerly held in rotation at various points in the county, now limited
to the grounds south of the city, have always been well patronized and successful.
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POMONA GRANGE

The Pomona Grange of St. Croix county holds quarterly meetings at various points, alternately.
There are subordinate granges at Hudson, Richmond, Hammond, and Warren. There is a co-operative
store in the city of Hudson which is well sustained. These granges are in a flourishing condition.
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

At the taking of the last census there were 2,289 farms in St. Croix county, containing 202,588
acres of improved land, valued at $7,015,198. The farm implements were then placed at a valuation
of $346,374; live stock, at $810,525; and all soil products at $1,815,266. The stock numbered 6,272
horses, 319 mules, 442 oxen, 5,624 cows, and 6,149 other cattle.

The average yield of products throughout the county can be fairly placed at these figures:
Wheat, 1,375,000 bushels; oats, 800,000 bushels; rye and barley, 35,000 bushels; corn, 200,000
bushels; potatoes, 150,000 bushels; hay, 20,000 tons; cheese, 180,000 pounds; butter, 350,000
pounds.

During the past few years agriculture has steadily increased while rapid strides have been made
in manufactures, so that the totals would be quite materially enlarged now over those of 1885.
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MANUFACTURES

In manufactures the statisticians have the county down for 112 establishments with a capital
of $740,197, utilizing materials to the amount of $1,105,203, evolving products to the sum of
$1,488,192, and paying $107,469 in wages per annum.

As to manufactures, in round numbers there is produced in the county: Lumber, 50,000,000
feet; shingles, 18,000,000: laths, 7,000,000; furniture, $120,000; barrels, 125,000; flour, 160,000
barrels.
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ST. CROIX POOR FARM

Is located in the northwest part of Kinnikinic, section 11, on each side of the Kinnikinic river.
It was purchased in 1870 for $1,000, and the probable present value is $10,000.
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FIRST TAX ROLL OF ST. CROIX COUNTY, 1848.
ST. CROIX FALLS

NAMES. AMT. PROPERTY. | TOTAL TAX

John McKusick $1.300.00 S10.30

Leach & McKean 5.400.00 37.80

Edward Johnson 111500 81

Falls of St. Crom Conpary | 59.700.00 417.90

Dexter & Harrington

A W, Russell

Edward Worth

Peter Lombair

ermo Jonava 75.00 .32

I. McLangln 2,204.00 1543

[Pg 130]Wm Town 144.00 1.01

I. Comelison 75.00 52

George De Attlev 50.00 35

S. Partridge 418.00

Thos. Foster 10.00 .08

George Field 45.00 31

Adam Sebert 240.00 168

Weymouth & Brother 130.00 91

5 5. Crowell 150.00 1.05

Lewss Barlow 103.00 72

L 8. Kimball 30.00 21

Philip B.

Kent & Mahoney 3.631.00

H. Crandall 219.00

Daniz] Core §3.00 A7

M. M. Sanmels 37500 2.62

W.H C.Fokom 800.00 5.60

W.W. Fokom

I Sanders

G. W. Brownell

Richard Armold

Wm R Marshall

Dr. Palmer

Jose

phLagroo 25.00 17

I. Bascan 25.00 17

B.Ct 1,100.00 770

H_H. Perkins 2,000.00 14.00

LeviLagoo 50.00 35

M. Shuks 2,000.00 14.00

Total $94.801.00 §1.642.72
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WILLOW RIVER

NAMES. AMT. PROPERTY. | TOTAL TAX
James Purinton $800.00 §3.60
Wm R Anderson | 75.00 52
Sarmmuel Clift 15.00 10
Joseph Keler 15.00 10
P.D. Aldrich 195.00 136
Moses Perin 240.00 1L&8
Armmah Andrews | 409.00 2.86
Joln B. Page 1,128 00 789
185.00 1.29
190.00 1.33
Wm H. Nobles | 299.00 2.10
Lermel Nobles 40.00 28
Mikon E. Nobles | 339.00
John Collier 125.00 87
Philip Aldrich 361.00 2.52
eter F. Bouchea | 136.00 96
A Smith 105.00 73
MecKmght 149.00 1.03
Wm Steets 143.00 9
Joseph Abear 38.00 24
Total $4.949.00 $38.71
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MOUTH OF LAKE ST. CROIX

NAMES. AMT. PROPERTY. | TOTAL TAX.
Thomas M. Finch §176.00 §1.23
Mrs. Lockwood 1.181.00 827
Freeman Larpenteur & Co | 300.00 210
Frank Trudell 50.00 33
Louis Barlow 600.00 4.20
Fog & Crovwnenbald 2.625.00 18.39
L L Mmox 183.00 126
IR Rice 345.00 281
G. W. McMurphy 425.00 297
E Doz 340.00 238
Wm Kimbrough 60.00 42
W. H Morse 135.00 61
Wikson Thing 385.00 269
W. C. Copley 30.00 .33
Willard Thing 164.00 1135
George Shagor 1.000.00 7.00
George Barron 180.00 126
Joseph Monjon 235.00 1.64
Jozeph Morgon, Jr. 60.00 42.00
Henry Tharzer 75.00 32
Aaron Comelison 325.00 227
James Cornelison 265.00 1853
75.00 52
Totals $9,434.00 $68.91

The above roll was published in pamphlet form, certified to by Wm. R. Anderson, clerk of
board of county commissioners, and an order issued to Moses Perin to collect such taxes, and pay
over to the treasurer of St. Croix county. The amounts were duly collected.
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HUDSON CITY

The first settlement in St. Croix county was made on the present site of Hudson city in 1838
by Peter Bouchea, Louis Massey, Wm. Steets and Joseph Lagroo, Frenchmen, who subsisted chiefly
by hunting and fishing, but who also raised garden crops of corn, beans and other vegetables. These
people were contented and jovial, fond of dancing and social enjoyment. Beyond the mere pleasure of
living they seemed to have but little care and were without enterprise or ambition. More enterprising
and industrious people followed them to the new settlement, and as the public lands were not open
for entry until 1848, settled upon the lands and made some improvements, awaiting patiently the
time when they could acquire a legal title. The original claimants of the town of Buena Vista in 1848
were Peter Bouchea, Louis Massey, Wm. Steets, Joseph Lagroo, Joseph Lenavil, — Revere, Ammah
Andrews, W. H. and M. V. Nobles, John B. Page, Philip Aldrich, and W. R. Anderson. These parties,
after the survey and prior to the entry of the land, made an equitable division of their claims. Peter
Bouchea and Louis Massey were then delegated to purchase the lands, which they did, Bouchea
purchasing the southwest quarter of southeast quarter of section 24, township 29, range 20, and
Massey, the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 24, township 29, range 20. Deeds
were then made to the various claimants according to the original agreement. The first individual
survey of lots was made on Massey's entry, Harvey Wilson, of Stillwater, being the surveyor. The
village thus platted was at first called Buena Vista, but some confusion arising as to the title of lots
in 1851, the legislature changed the name of the town and village to Willow River, which, by vote of
the people in 1852, was changed to Hudson. The original proprietors of the village of Buena Vista
were Paschal Aldrich, James Sanders, Moses Perin, James R. Patten and Joseph Abear. Additions
were surveyed in 1849 and 1850 by Gibson, Henning and others. To avoid confusion we shall discard
the earlier names applied to what has since become the city of Hudson and speak of it solely by its
later and better known name.

In 1840 the locality, as seen from a passing steamer, seemed a wilderness of orchard oaks
and maples, filling the valley of Willow river, and clothing the slopes of the hills. A closer view
might have revealed an occasional shanty, a cabin of the first French settlers, with small gardens,
the whole inclosed by high picket fences as a protection against strolling Indians. Seven years later
loggers were at work on Willow river under Capt. J. B. Page. The same year a couple of frame
houses appeared in the oak openings. The first was built by W. H. Nobles, which is still standing
and is occupied by Mrs. Col. James Hughes. The second was built by Ammah Andrews and is now
occupied by Horace Champlin. In 1848 James Purinton commenced a saw mill and dam at the mouth
of Willow river, which were not, completed until 1850. In 1848 Wm. H. Nobles started a ferry
over the lake. James Purinton opened a store and Moses Perin built a hotel and boarding house,
which stood opposite Champlin's present livery stable. In 1849 Miss Richards, from Prairie du Chien,
taught the first school. Mrs. A. M. Richardson, the wife of the Methodist minister, the second. A
school house was not built until 1855. John G. Putman built the Buckeye House, corner of First and
Buckeye streets. Horace Barlow built a residence. Mr. Stone also put up a store building. The first
attorneys, Daniel Noble Johnson and Col. James Hughes, commenced practice in Hudson in 1849.
The first public building stood on the lot now occupied by the Methodist church. It burned down in
the spring of 1851, and an account of the fire, as published at that time, stated that the "court house,
Methodist, Baptist, Congregational and Episcopal churches, together with the high school buildings,
were all consumed." It is but fair to say that there were no regular church organizations at this time,
but occasional services by local and transient ministers. Rev. Lemuel Nobles, a Methodist minister,
preached the first sermon in 1847. The first society organization was that of the Baptists, Rev. S. T.
Catlin, pastor, in 1852. In the same year Rev. A. M. Richardson was regularly appointed as pastor
of the Methodist Episcopal church. In 1855 the First Presbyterian church was organized under the
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pastorate of Rev. Chas. Thayer, and Rev. Wilcoxson became the first rector of the Episcopal church.
In 1856 Rev. Father McGee took charge of the Catholic church. In 1857 Rev. C. H. Marshall was
called to the pastorate of the Congregational church. A Norwegian Lutheran church was organized
in 1876. All of these church organizations have good church buildings, and the Catholic church has a
flourishing school connected with it. School interests were not neglected by the early settlers. A good
school house was built in 1855 and graded. The first deed recorded covering Hudson property was
by Louis Massey and Frances, his wife, to Wm. H. Nobles; warranty; consideration, $67.18; situate
in east half of southwest quarter of section 24, township 29, range 20.
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CITY GOVERNMENT

Hudson was incorporated as a city in 1857, and the first municipal election was held in April of
that year. The city was divided into three wards. A. D. Gay was the first mayor. The following were
the first aldermen: First ward, James B. Gray, Milton V. Nobles, J. M. Fulton; Second ward, Alfred
Day, R. A. Gridley, Chas. E. Dexter; Third ward, Chas. Thayer, N. P. Lester, N. Perry. The remaining
city officers were: City clerk, O. Bell; city attorney, Cyrus L. Hall; surveyor, Michael Lynch. At the
first meeting of the city council, after the appointment of committees on by-laws, bond sales, salaries,
etc., license for selling intoxicating liquors was fixed at fifty dollars per annum for hotel keepers, two
hundred dollars for wholesale dealers, with various grades for retail saloons. The first license issued
was to John Cyphers, for keeping saloon and billiard hall.
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MAYORS OF HUDSON CITY

. A. D. Gray,

. Alfred Day,

. Silas Staples,

. John Comstock,

. S. N. Clough,

. A. D. Richardson,
. C.R. Coon,

. H. L. Humphrey,
. J. H. Brown,

10. Simon Hunt,

11. Lemuel North,
12. C. H. Lewis,

13. H. A. Wilson,
14. A. J. Goss,

15. P. Q. Boyden,
16. D. C. Fulton,

17. M. A. Fulton,
18. Samuel Hyslop,
19. Sam. C. Johnson, M. D.
20. Wm. H. Phipps.
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CITY SCHOOLS

Graded schools were established in 1859. They have ever maintained an excellent reputation. In
186 °Charlotte Mann was chosen principal, and taught the eight ensuing years. A new school building
was completed in 1887 at a cost of $25,000. This building is devoted to high school purposes. The
schools of the city are graded. There are eleven departments and twelve teachers. Each ward of the
city has a separate building. The school fund amounts to about $5,000 per annum. The schools are
under the control of six commissioners.
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A MILITARY INSTITUTE

Was organized at River Falls by Prof. J. R. Hinckley, and shortly afterward removed to Hudson,
and a building worth $7,000 erected for its accommodation. In 1880 it was purchased by the
Catholics, and it is now known as St. Marys Academy.
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MILLS AND MANUFACTORIES

The first saw mill, as already noted, was completed in 1850. It was known as Purinton's saw
mill. Other saw mills were built, but destroyed by fire. We have no record of ownership and losses,
but estimate the aggregate of the latter as near $100,000. The Willow River mills, built in 1867,
consist of two flouring mills, with a capacity of four hundred barrels per day. Connected with these
are a large elevator and cooper shop. The present proprietors are Cooper, Clark & Co. The invested
capital is $150,000. The Hudson Lumber Company, in 1883, built a saw mill, below the steamboat
landing. This mill has a capacity of 18,000,000 feet per annum, and has a planing mill attached. It
is complete in all its departments, manufacturing all classes of lumber, from timber to mouldings.
The capital stock amounts to $100,000. The officers are H. A. Taylor, president; C. R. Coon, vice
president; M. Herrick, secretary; F. D. Harding, treasurer; S. W. Pierce, superintendent. The Hudson
Foundry and Machine Shop was established in 1870. The North Hudson Foundry and Car Shops
are doing a fine business. The Hudson Carriage Works were established in 1885, and the Hudson
Furniture Manufactory in 1883. The amount invested in this enterprise is $180,000, and it furnishes
employment to one hundred men. C. R. Coon is president of the company. There are two breweries
— Moctreman's, established in 1857, and Yoerg's in 1870.
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BANKS

The St. Croix Valley Bank was organized in 1855. It was a bank of issue, payable at Gordon,
Wisconsin. It closed in 1857. The Hudson City Bank, organized Sept. 10, 1856, went into operation
under the general law of Wisconsin, capital stock $25,000, secured by Michigan and Missouri state
stocks. J. O. Henning was president and M. S. Gibson, cashier. It soon closed. The Farmers and
Mechanics Bank, a state bank, went into operation in 1857 and closed the following year. The Hudson
First National Bank was organized in 1863, with a capital of $50,000. The first officers were John
Comstock, president; Alfred J. Goss, cashier. The officers in 1888 are John Comstock, president; A.
E. Jefferson, cashier. The surplus fund is $53,000. The directors are H. A. Taylor, H. L. Humphrey,
John C. Spooner, A. L. Clark, F. D. Harding, A. T. Goss, and W. H. Crowe. The Hudson Savings
Bank was organized in 1870, with a capital stock of $50,000. Alfred Goss, president; A. J. Goss,
cashier. Alfred Goss died in 187 —, but the bank is in successful operation, the son still retaining
his father's name as head of the firm.
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THE OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES HOSPITAL

The beautiful private hospital which takes the name of America's popular poet, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, was opened June 7, 1887. The credit of this hospital scheme is entirely due to Dr. Irving D.
Wiltrout, of Hudson, who for some years has been assiduously at work maturing the plans. The owners
are Dr. Wiltrout and the Johnston Brothers, of Boardman. The site is upon a beautiful wooded slope of
Willow river, about a mile from its mouth, overlooking Lake Mallalieu, an expanse of the river, and a
broad sweep of the St. Croix with its undulating banks, commanding the most delightful and extensive
views. The building is lighted by the Mather self regulating, incandescent system of electricity. The
dynamo, engine and boilers are located in a fireproof brick structure, some distance from the building
proper, communicating with the hospital by an underground passageway. The hospital is under the
direction of the following board: President, A. J. Goss; first vice president, John Comstock; second
vice president, John E. Glover; secretary, Thomas Hughes; treasurer, Rev. M. Benson.
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WATER WORKS

The Hudson water works, supplied from Lake St. Croix, are situated upon Liberty Hill, in the
rear of the southern part of the city. They are owned by W. S. Evans. The hill is two hundred and
seventeen feet above the lake, and commands a magnificent view of the surrounding country. The
summit is easily accessible. The city is also well supplied with water from artesian wells, which were
sunk to a depth of five hundred feet, and afford a flow of two hundred gallons per minute.
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HOTELS

The principal hotels are the Chapin House, first built in 1867, but twice destroyed by fire. The
last structure was erected in 1879, by H. A. Taylor. The Tracy House was built in 1867, the Seely
House in 1873, the Commercial Hotel in 1875, and the Central House in 1876.
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THE GREAT FIRE

May 19, 1866, Hudson city was visited with a destructive conflagration. Sixty-four business
houses and twenty-five residences were destroyed. It was probably the result of accident or
carelessness. It commenced in the rear of H. A. Taylor's furniture rooms and printing office, and
spread with such rapidity that it was with the greatest difficulty that merchants and others were able to
save their valuable papers. The wind blew a gale and the flames spread and caught in every direction.
The fire occurred fortunately in the daytime or it might have been attended with a frightful loss of
life. As it was, there were many narrow escapes. The total losses from this fire were $325,000, on
which there was but $75,000 insurance. A destructive fire occurred in 1872, destroying the Chapin
Hall House, valued at $50,000, and other property to the value of $35,000, on which there was but
$15,000 insurance. During the same year another fire occurred, destroying 30,000 bushels of wheat
and the furniture of the Chapin Hall House, which had been saved from the previous fire. The loss
was estimated at $60,000 with $16,355 insurance.

154



W. Folsom. «Fifty Years In The Northwest»

SOCIAL AND BENEVOLENT ORGANIZATIONS

St. Croix Lodge, A. F. and A. M., founded 1855; Colfax Lodge, No. 85, I. O. O. F., founded
1856; Hudson City Lodge, No. 486, 1. O. G. T., founded 1867; Ladies' Library Association, founded
1868; St. Croix R. A. Chapter, founded 1874; Y. M. C. A., founded 1875; Nash Lodge, I. O. G. T.,
founded 1877; Temple of Honor, founded 1877; St. Croix Commandery, founded 1879; St. Croix
Lodge, A. O. U. W., founded 1880; Equitable Union, founded 1880. In addition to the foregoing
there is a volunteer fire company, a boat club, an old settlers' club, a bible society, a building and
loan association, and a cemetery association.
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BIOGRAPHICAL

Louis Massey came of a long-lived French-Canadian family. His father lived to the age of one
hundred and seven and his mother to one hundred and five and he himself lived to the age of ninety-
nine years. He was born in Canada, near Montreal, in 1788. In 1805 he left home to enter the service
of the British fur traders at Detroit. In his eventful life he had many adventures and passed through
many perils. He was once arrested with his employer by the American authorities and once made
prisoner by the Indians. In 1812 he entered the employ of the notorious Col. Dickson, and, while
with him, made a trip from Detroit by way of Mackinaw, Green Bay, Fox and Wisconsin rivers to
Prairie du Chien in a birch canoe. He made two trips in mackinaw boats from Prairie du Chien to
New Orleans and return. In one trip he was four months making his way from New Orleans to St.
Louis. He made one voyage in a birch canoe from Montreal via Ottawa river, Georgian bay, Lake
Huron, St. Marie's river and Lake Superior to Fond du Lac, at the mouth of St. Louis river, via Sandy
lake and the Mississippi river to Lake Winnibagoshish, and another from Fond du Lac to Brule river,
across to St. Croix river, thence to the Mississippi, and by way of St. Peter's river to Lake Traverse
by canoe. In 1818 he entered the service of the American Fur Company, and lived at Fond du Lac,
the headquarters of the company, for ten years. There he was married to a sister of Peter Bouchea.
In 1828 he settled on the reservation near Fort Snelling, where he was held in such estimation that,
on the expulsion of the settlers, the officers of the Fort assisted him in his removal to Willow River,
whither he came in 1838 with Peter Bouchea. Wm. Steets and Joseph Lagroo soon followed them.
These four were the first settlers in Hudson. Mr. Massey lived at his old home with a son-in-law,
Richard Picard, until his death, Oct. 14, 1887. His only child living is Mrs. Picard.

Peter Bouchea was born at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, about 1815. He spent his early life in
the neighborhood of Lake Superior, was married to a daughter of — Bruce, and came to the mouth of
Willow river in 1838. Mr. Bouchea had been educated for the Catholic priesthood. He was a truthful,
intelligent, reliable man and filled some positions of responsibility. He had many stirring adventures
and was once wounded by Indians and cared for by Gov. Cass, of Michigan, at Detroit and Fort
Gratiot. He died in 1875, at Fort Edward, on the north shore of Lake Superior.

William Streets came to Willow River in 1838, a refugee from the Fort Snelling reservation.
He was frozen to death in the winter of 1851.

Capt. John B. Page came from Piscataquis county, Maine, to the St. Croix valley in 1844, and
engaged for awhile in cutting pine logs on Willow river. While rafting on the Mississippi he met,
and after a brief courtship married, a woman who returned with him to his home on Willow river
and who survives him. Mrs. Page had some reputation as a (Thomsonian) physician. They made their
home in Hudson in 1847. Their daughter Abigail was the first white child of American descent born
in Hudson. Abigail married George Bailey, and their sons, George W. and David, were for a long
time residents of Hudson, and have but lately deceased. Mr. Page died Feb. 11, 1865.

Dr. Philip Aldrich, although not a permanent settler till 1847, was an occasional or transient
visitor, and had made a land claim in section 24. He took a deep interest in the affairs of the pioneer
settlement, and at his house many of the public gatherings, political and social, were held. He was
the first postmaster, and, in the exigencies of the service, sometimes carried the mail on foot. While
a resident of St. Croix Falls in 1844, he was appointed probate judge. In 1848 he was appointed
treasurer of the county of St. Croix, and at the election in November of the same year, elected to that
office. Dr. Aldrich was born in New York in 1792, and died at his home in Hudson, March 16, 1858.

The Nobles Family settled in Hudson in 1847. Rev. Lemuel Nobles, the father, was a Methodist
local minister, and in 1847 preached the first sermon at the mouth of Willow river. He came originally
from New York, lived a few years in the valley and removed to Michigan, where he died. His children
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were William H., Milton V., John, Mrs. Battles and Mrs. Morton S. Wilkinson, deceased. Wm. H.
became a resident of Minnesota and a noted man. His biography is given elsewhere.

Milton V. Nobles was born in New York in 1818; removed to Michigan; was married to Matilda
Edwards, Sept. 2, 1846, in Stillwater, and came to Hudson in 1847, where he followed lumbering
until 1860, when he returned to New York and located at Elmira, where he resided until his death.
While at Elmira he became an inventor and took out several valuable patents. His fortunes varied, and
as is frequently the case with inventors, at one time he was wretchedly poor. In the midst of his galling
poverty he sold one of his patents for a beautiful homestead in Elmira. Mrs. Nobles had not been
informed of the transaction, but with her husband had visited the occupants of the homestead. Mrs.
Nobles could not but contrast this pleasant home with her own poverty stricken surroundings, and in
inviting her entertainers to return the call, told them plainly that she lived in a very humble home,
and feared she could not make a visit pleasant to them. At this point the host stepped forward, and,
by a preconcerted arrangement, presented her a deed to the mansion and grounds — a joyful surprise.

John Nobles, the youngest son, returned to Michigan and New York, where he became a
Methodist minister. Some time subsequently he removed to Colorado, where he died.

James Purinton was born in 1797, in Tamworth, New Hampshire. He was married to Mary
Mann, in Sandwich, New Hampshire. He afterward removed to Maine. He came to St. Croix Falls
in 1842, and leased the St. Croix mills, and some time after became part owner. This venture not
being successful, he removed to Willow River in 1847, where he built a large dam across the river,
and with others erected a saw mill on the point of land between the lake and river. This venture
was not successful and the mill property passed into other hands. Mr. Purinton was an experienced
lumberman and an active, energetic man. The north side of Willow River, in which he was so much
interested, became afterward quite valuable on account of the centralization of shops, depots and
business of the West Wisconsin and North Wisconsin railroads. Mr. Purinton died in Hudson in 1849,
leaving two married daughters — Mrs. — Graves and Mrs. James McPhail.

Ammah Andrews was born in Herkimer county, New York, in 1801, and passed his early life
in that place. In 1829 he was married to Laura Andrews, and in the same year moved to Michigan. He
came to Hudson in 1847. Mr. Andrews was a carpenter and took some important building contracts.
He was one of the first commissioners of St. Croix county under the state government, and also one
of the first school directors. He has been an active and influential member of the Methodist Episcopal
church the greater part of his life. He has three sons, now living in Nebraska, and one daughter, the
wife of F. D. Harding, of Hudson, Wisconsin. Mr. Andrews died Jan. 5, 1888.

James Walstow. — Mr. Walstow was born in Nottingham, England, in 1815; was married there,
and came to Hudson in 1849. He removed to Nebraska in 1863.

James Sanders was born in Devonshire, England, in 1818; came to America in 1841, and lived
for years in New York. In 1844 he married Mary Walstow, removed to St. Croix Falls in 1845 and to
Hudson in 1850, where he opened and improved the first farm in the present St. Croix county. Mrs.
Sanders died in 1873. She left two sons, William and Walstow. Mr. Sanders removed to Osceola
in 1880.

J. W. Stone was born in Connecticut in 1800. He came to Hudson in 1849 and opened the first
store the same year. He died in 1860.

Joseph Bowron was born Aug. 1, 1809, in Essex county, New York. His parents were from
Newcastle on the Tyne, England. His mother was a member of the Society of Friends. She died when
Joseph was five years old, and he was reared by his aunt until nineteen years of age, when he engaged
in business for himself in Lower Canada. Some time afterward he removed to the United States and
obtained work on the Illinois canal. He next removed to St. Louis, and from thence, in 1841, to St.
Croix Falls, where he acted as clerk, scaler of logs and mill superintendent. He was a member of the
first state legislature of Wisconsin, in 1848. W. R. Marshall had received the certificate of election,
but Mr. Bowron successfully contested the election. Mr. Bowron removed in 1848 to Hudson, where
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he attended to general collections, and served as justice of the peace. In 1849 Mr. Bowron was
married to Celia Partridge, of Columbia county, Wisconsin, who died three years later. In 1854 he
was married to Rosanna Partridge, who died in 1863. Mr. Bowron died April 10, 1868, leaving two
children, who now reside in Kansas.

Moses Perin was born in 1815; came to St. Croix Falls in 1847 and to Hudson in 1849. He
was the first collector of St. Croix county. In 1853 he built a warehouse and saw mill at Lakeland,
Minnesota. The warehouse was burned, and the saw mill removed. In 1847 Mr. Perin removed to
San Diego, California.

John O. Henning was born at Bellefonte, Centre county, Pennsylvania, in 1819. His great
grandfather was the first settler in that county. In 1825 his father removed to Ithaca, New York,
and there the youthful Henning received his education at the academy. During the excitement of
the Jackson administration he became an ardent Democrat, and, that he might enter more fully
into the political strife of the day, learned the printer's trade and devoted himself more or less to
newspaper work. He visited the Mississippi valley in 1838, remained some time at St. Louis, Missouri,
Springfield, Illinois, Burlington, Iowa, and some other places. In 1846 he established the Journal
at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and in 1849 removed to Hudson, Wisconsin, where he still resides. He
served eight years as register of the United States land office at that place. He represented St. Croix
county in the assembly of the Fourth Wisconsin legislature and has held many other positions of
trust. Mr. Henning was married, Jan. 29, 1840, to Fidelia Bennet. Mrs. Henning died June 27, 1886,
aged sixty-six years.

Moses S. Gibson was born in 1816, in Livingston county, New York. He received the rudiments
of a common school education. He was engaged in mercantile pursuits a large portion of his life. He
settled at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, in 1844, but afterward moved to Fond du Lac. He represented Fond
du Lac county in the constitutional convention in 1847. He was appointed receiver of the United States
land office at Hudson in 1849. In 1856 he was married to Carrie F. Gilman. During the Rebellion
he acted as paymaster, United States army, and was assigned to the department of Missouri, with
headquarters at St. Louis. In 1878 he was appointed assistant in the sixth auditor's office, Washington,
District of Columbia. Mr. Gibson has led a busy and useful life and has acquitted himself well in the
various positions of responsibility to which he has been called.

Col. James Hughes. — Col. Hughes was born in Prince Edwards county, Virginia, Oct. 12,
1805. He received a classical education at Hampdon-Sydney College, Virginia, studied law, and was
admitted to practice in Virginia. He came to Ohio in 1835, and was elected to the legislature in
1838 and 1839. He was married in 1839 to Elisabeth Mather, in Jackson county. He remained in
Ohio until 1849, publishing successively the Jackson Standard and the Meigs County Telegraph, both
Whig papers. In 1849 he came to St. Paul and brought with him the first printing press and outfit
in that city, and established the Minnesota Chronicle, which subsequently united with the Register.
The first number bears the date June 1, 1849. In November of the same year he sold his interest in
the Chronicle and Register and removed to Hudson, where he established the St. Croix Banner, the
first paper printed and issued in the St. Croix valley. Mrs. Hughes was associated with him in its
management. They subsequently published the Hudson Republican. Mr. Hughes died at Hudson in
1873, leaving a widow and eleven children, seven sons and four daughters. Of the sons, Eleazer is a
farmer in St. Croix county; Geo. R. is engaged in the real estate business in St. Paul; Edward P. is
a lawyer in Anoka; James S., a surveyor; Chas. V. is manager of the Western Telegraph Company;
and Lucius A. is a telegraph operator in St. Paul.

Daniel Anderson was born in 1806, in New York; received a common school education, and
removed with his parents to Macoupin county, Illinois, in 1820; was married in 1831 to Eliza Hoxsey;
lived in Dubuque in 1847 and 1848, and moved to Hudson in 1849, where he followed merchandising
until 1876. He was county treasurer in 1877 and part of the year following. He died July 1, 1878:
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Mrs. Anderson died in September of the same year, leaving a daughter, Medora, wife of Alfred Day,
of Hudson, and one son, Jarret, now a resident in Montana.

Alfred Day was born in 1824, in Vermont, and came to Hudson in 1849, where he engaged in
the real estate, farming and livery business. Mr. Day was married in Hudson, to a daughter of Daniel
Anderson. He died in St. Paul, Nov. 18, 1880, leaving a widow, three sons and two daughters.

Dr. Otis Hoyt. — Dr. Hoyt was born in Sandwich, New Hampshire, Dec. 3, 1812. His parents
were George and Mary Hoyt. Both grandfathers were soldiers in the war of the Revolution. He
received a common school education; prepared for college in the academy at Fryburg, Maine;
graduated at Dartmouth in 1833, and from Jefferson Medical College, at Philadelphia, in 1836. He
practiced his profession at Mason, New Hampshire, and Framingham, Massachusetts, until 1846,
when he entered the service as surgeon in the United States army during the Mexican War. In 1849
he came to St. Croix Falls, and practiced medicine. In 1852 he removed to Hudson. The same year he
was elected to the Fifth Wisconsin legislature, as assemblyman. In 1862 he entered the United States
service as surgeon of the Thirtieth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, but was on detached service most
of the time. For awhile he had charge of the hospital at Camp Randall, Madison, Wisconsin. He was
examining surgeon of 11,000 recruits, and was medical director at Bowling Green and Louisville,
Kentucky. He was eminent in his profession, yet public spirited, and engaged at times, successfully,
in real estate and railroad enterprises. As a physician, it is said, to his credit, that he was impartial to
the last degree, and as prompt and punctilious in visiting the log cabin of the poor man as the parlor
of a state or government official. He was married in 1837 to Mary King. Two children were born to
them, Charles and Mary (Mrs. H. A. Wilson, deceased). Mrs. Hoyt died at Framingham. In 1843 Dr.
Hoyt was married to Eliza B. King, sister of his first wife. Their children are Ella Frances, married
to Dr. Chas. F. King, Hudson; Annie, married to Dr. Eppley, of New Richmond; Hattie, married
to — Wyard, Crookston, Minnesota; Ida, a teacher at Stillwater, and Lizzie, married to Rev. W. R.
Reynolds, of Hudson. Dr. Hoyt died at his home in Hudson, Nov. 12, 1885. Mrs. Hoyt died Oct. 1,
1886, in Boston, Massachusetts. Her remains were brought to Hudson for burial.

S. S. N. Fuller. — Mr. Fuller was born in Attleboro, Massachusetts, in 1814. He removed to
Harford, Pennsylvania, with his parents when six years of age. He was educated at Harford. He studied
law and was admitted to practice at Montrose. He practiced at Great Bend, Pennsylvania. He came
to Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin, in 1844, where he was seven years district attorney. He came
to Hudson in 1857, removed to Iowa in 1865 and died at Logan, Harrison county, lowa, in 1851.
He was married to Clarissa A. Day in 1841, who with one son and four daughters, all married and
resident in Iowa, survives him. He was district judge some years for the St. Croix Valley district.

Miles H. Van Meter was born in Kentucky in 1810. He received a common school education
and learned the trade of a builder. He was married to Mary P. Litsey, in Kentucky, in 1830, moved
to Illinois in 1836 and to Hudson in 1850. He has six sons and two daughters. Abe C. is editor of
the St. Croix Republican at New Richmond. Two of his sons are in Illinois, three in Dakota. Mrs.
Van Meter died in 1875.

Philip B. Jewell was born in Hopkinton, New Hampshire, Oct. 25, 1816; was raised on a farm;
obtained a common school education; in 1841 was married to Hannah J. Fuller, and in 1847 came
to St. Croix Falls, where he lived until 1851, when he removed to Hudson. He engaged in lumbering
and piloting on the St. Croix. At the beginning of the late war he enlisted in the Twelfth Wisconsin
Infantry and served during the war. In 1874 he was appointed inspector of logs and lumber of the
Fourth district. Mrs. Jewell died in 1875. He married, as his second wife, Ellen Restiaux.

John Tobin. — Mr. Tobin was born in Ireland in 1818. His father died in 1830, and he came with
an uncle to this country. He settled at Marine in 1842, and in 1853 came to St. Joseph's township,
where he resided until his death, Jan. 22, 1880. He was married in Illinois in 1848 and his widow
still lives at the old homestead. Of twelve children seven are now living.
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Horace A. Taylor, son of Rev. Adolphus Taylor, of Norfolk, New York, was born in 1837. His
father died in 1842. At the age of ten years Horace was earning his living on a farm. At thirteen he
came to River Falls. Some time after he returned East and spent four years on a farm. Returning to
Wisconsin he established a stage line between Prescott and Hudson. In 1857, with his brother Lute
A., he established the River Falls Journal, and, in 1860, purchased the Hudson Chronicle and changed
its name to the Hudson 7imes. Four years later the Times and the North Star were consolidated under
the title of the Star and Times. Mr. Taylor is a man of energy and enterprise and has engaged in real
estate transactions on a large scale. He is a man of quick perceptions and of ready wit and has been
honored with some important public positions. He was for some time state agent of railroad lands.
He was appointed consul to Marseilles by President Garfield in 1881, but resigned the position in
1884. In 1860 he was married to Lizzie Madden, of Chicago.

Jeremiah Whaley was born in 1818, in Castile, New York. His father dying he aided in caring
for his widowed mother. He was married in Pike county, New York, in 1839, and came to Hudson
in 1851, where he engaged in the mercantile and real estate business and acted as postmaster. Mr.
Whaley died in Hudson in 1884, leaving a widow, two sons in Michigan, one in Pipestone, Minnesota,
and four daughters.

Simon Hunt was born in Camden, Maine, in 1826. He lived at home until seventeen years old;
acquired a common school and academic education; served an apprenticeship of five years at boot
and shoe making in Georgetown, Massachusetts, and came to Hudson in 1851. He was married to
Jane C. Arcy in Maine in 1854. Mr. Hunt has served as mayor of Hudson and was for several years
superintendent of schools. Mrs. Hunt died in 1880.

John S. Moffatt was born in Tompkins county, New York, in 1814. He received a common
school and academic education. In 1844 he was married to Nancy Bennett. He removed to Hudson
in 1854, and was in the land office several years. He is a lawyer by profession; has served thirteen
years as police justice, and eight years as county judge.

James H. Childs was born in Montear county, Pennsylvania, in 1825; came to Wisconsin in
1848; settled in Hudson in 1849, and engaged in the real estate and lumbering business. He was
married to Elisabeth McCartney, in Hudson, 1860.

William Dwelley was born in Foxcroft, Maine, in 1816; came to the St. Croix valley in 1850,
and settled in Hudson in 1854. Mr. Dwelley was an explorer, scaler of logs, and surveyor. He died
April 8, 1885.

James M. Fulton — The ancestors of Mr. Fulton came from Scotland and settled in New York
about 1770. His father served in the army during the war of 1812 and died while in the service.
James M. Fulton with his family came to Hudson in 1854, where he died, March 30, 1858, aged
about forty-six. Mrs. Fulton still lives in Hudson.

Marcus A. Fulton, oldest son of James M. Fulton, was born in Bethel, Sullivan county, New
York, in 1826. He came with his parents to Hudson in 1854, and engaged with his brother in the
mercantile and real estate business. He was elected to the state senate in 1866 and 1867. In 1878
he was elected mayor of Hudson. He has also served on the board of education, and as alderman.
He was married in 1863 to Augusta Ainsley, who died in 1876. In 1877 he was married to Adelia
Frances Ainsley.

David C. Fulton, second son of James M. Fulton, was born in New York, February, 1838. He
came to Hudson with his parents, and, after completing a common school and academic education,
engaged in mercantile and real estate business. Mr. Fulton has been elected to various important
positions. He was mayor of Hudson one term, supervisor of St. Croix county three years, member of
the board of education, alderman, and member of the state assembly (1873). He served three years
during the Civil War as captain in the Thirtieth Wisconsin Infantry, and was promoted to position
of major. Since the war, he served six years as one of the board of managers of the National Home
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for Disabled Soldiers, and is now serving, by appointment of President Cleveland, as United States
marshal for Western Wisconsin. Mr. Fulton was married in 1866 to Minnie Champlin.

N. S. Holden was born in 1822; was one of the early settlers of the St. Croix valley, and for
many years a citizen of Hudson. He followed surveying and scaling. He died suddenly, July 4, 1882.
He left a widow, two sons and four daughters.

William H. Semmes was born in Alexandria, Virginia. He came to Hudson in 1851, and
practiced law, as a partner of Judge McMillan, in Stillwater. He was a young man of great promise,
but died early and much lamented, Sept. 13, 1854.

Sterling Jones was born in Steuben county, New York, in 1812. He removed to Indiana in 1833,
and in 1835 was married to Elisabeth Sines. They removed to Beloit, Wisconsin, in 1847, and to
Hudson in 1850. Mr. Jones died in 1874. Mrs. Jones, five sons and two daughters are still living.
Edwin B. married a daughter of Rev. W. T. Boutwell. Jerome B. married a daughter of Rev. Wm.
Egbert, of Hammond, and resides in Hudson. He has been sheriff and treasurer of St. Croix county
and has held town and city offices. The remaining sons, George R., Henry B. and Harvey J., and the
daughters, Eunice M. and Sarah E., are married and reside in Hudson.

D. R. Bailey was born April 27, 1833, in Vermont. He attended Oberlin College, Ohio, and
graduated in law at Albany Law School, in 1859. He was collector of customs at Highgate, Vermont,
from 1860 to 1864. He practiced law at St. Albans, Vermont, ten years, and was state representative
in 1866 and 1867. He was a delegate to the Republican National convention in 1878, and a member
of the Vermont senate from 1870 to 1872. He made his residence in St. Croix county in 1877, where
he resided till 1883, when he removed to Sioux Falls, Dakota. While in St. Croix county he engaged
in farming, lumbering and manufacturing.

Henry C. Baker was born in 1831, in Genesee county, New York; graduated at Albany
University, New York, in 1854, and was admitted to the bar in 1858, and came to Hudson in 1859. He
has practiced law continuously since; has also held many town and county offices; has been attorney
of the various railroads centring in Hudson, and is now attorney of the Minneapolis, Soo St. Marie
& Atlantic railroad. He was married in 1860 to Ellen M. Brewster.

Mert Herrick was born in Orleans county, New York, in 1834. He received a common school
education. He came to St. Croix in 1857; was married in 1859 to Lois P. Willard; enlisted at the
beginning of the Civil War in the Thirtieth and later in the Fortieth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry,
and served during the war. He has held the office of treasurer of St. Croix county for six years. He
is at present a member of the Hudson Lumber Company.

D. A. Baldwin, president of the West Wisconsin railroad, built a fine residence on the shore of
the lake, north of Willow river, in the latter part of the '50s, and did much to promote the interests
of North Hudson, which he surveyed into village lots in 1873. D. A. and H. A. Baldwin erected a
commodious hotel in North Hudson in 1873. The hotel was subsequently sold to H. A. Taylor and
removed to Hudson, where it was known as the Chapin Hall House. Mr. Baldwin removed from
Hudson when the West Wisconsin railroad passed into other hands.

John Comstock was born in Cayuga county, New York, in 1813. When he was twelve years
old his parents removed to Pontiac, Michigan. He here served an apprenticeship of three years to a
millwright, and afterward engaged in business at Pontiac until 1851. He came to Hudson in 1856,
and was city contractor six years. In 1863 he founded the First National Bank of Hudson, in which
he has ever since been a director. Mr. Comstock has been engaged in many public enterprises and
has been uniformly successful. He is one of the most reliable and substantial of the business men of
Hudson. He was married in 1844.

Lucius P. Wetherby was born in Onondago county, New York, October, 1827. At eighteen
years of age, he went to Weston, New York, where he studied law with Martin Grover and W. J.
Angell. He was married in 1849 to Sophia Antremont, and in 1856 removed to Hudson. In 1860 he
was elected judge of the Eighth district, Wisconsin, and served six years.
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