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By them religion is solicited to throw her protection and
authority around the institutions of the State. The citizen and
the magistrate recognise their common relation to a higher
Power than the functionary or the State, and in such recognition
exchange the pledge of a mutual fidelity. The custom which this
day renews comes to us from the founders of the Commonwealth
— men of strong faith and religious hearts, who erected their
political fabric as a temple in which to worship God, and
inscribed over its front the name of the one Master whom
they honored, even Christ. The place to which our legislators
and rulers have come upon entering on their official duties is
the house of prayer and Christian instruction. Every thing that
distinguishes the occasion seems to point out the course of
remark in which he who addresses this audience should invite
his hearers to follow him. The relation of religion to politics
— the religion of political life — is the subject to which he is
unequivocally directed; and of which it is my purpose to treat, at
such length only as the limits of the occasion will allow, but with
such plainness of speech as should alone be used before freemen
by one as free as they when speaking on their common duties.
There is however what may be called a political side to this
subject, on which it would be improper for me to introduce any
remarks at this time. The bare mention of religion and politics
in connexion alarms some minds, who fear lest the liberties of
the people be invaded by zealous religionists, or the public affairs
of the time be handled by honest or ambitious preachers — in



either case wandering beyond their appropriate limits. Let me at
the outset disclaim all intention of touching questions to which
a temporary interest only can belong, or of assailing the order
of our civil state. It is higher ground which I hope to occupy as
I examine the religious aspects of citizenship. When I speak of
the religion of political life, I mean that religion should control
men in the exercise of their political rights as it should control
them in all their other relations and concerns. The religion of
politics is nothing else than the application of religious principles
to political action, whether it be the action of a statesman or
a private citizen, of an individual or of the community. The
politician should respect these principles as much as any other
man. Political opinion, political discussion, political life should
be brought under the influence of religious convictions. This is
the ground which I take, and which I shall endeavor to prove is
the only ground on which a Christian can consistently stand.
Religion should govern all political sentiment and action. Why
not? Why should such a claim on behalf of religion be accounted
extravagant, or meet with any other than a unanimous assent?
Is not religion the supreme law; so acknowledged by the people
of this land, at least by the thoughtful and sober part of the
people? We but repeat one of the common-places of the pulpit,
which however disregarded no one thinks of denying, when we
say that the influence of religion should be paramount in every
department of life. We but adopt an illustration with which every
one is familiar, when we speak of it as a spiritual atmosphere,



that must enclose the institutions and movements of society,
and insinuate itself into every form of personal existence. The
authority of religion, its right to exercise sway over human wills
and human hearts, is admitted on all sides. It is not monks and
nuns, nor religious teachers and their families, upon whom in
these days it is believed that the command to fear God and work
righteousness expends its force; it is not men on sick beds and
in dying moments alone, of whom it is said, that they ought
to think of the duty which devolves on them in view of their
relations to God and eternity; but men and women full of life,
in the midst of life’s cares, temptations and labours — the young,
the vigorous, the busy — merchants in their traffic, farmers in the
fields, scholars in their studies, mechanics in their workshops,
the wife and mother in her domestic occupations, the daughter
of toil at her needle — the rich, the poor — the wise, the simple —
all should be religious, heartily, truly, constantly religious. This is
the doctrine of the present time; or if it is not, it should be. This is
the democratic doctrine about religion, and this is the Christian
doctrine about religion. It includes all men under one law, and all
sinners under one condemnation. Now why shall the politician be
released from the demand made upon every one else? Why shall
political life form an episode in the history traced by successive
generations on the tablet of the ages, which shall have not only
its own rules of composition, but its own principles of moral
interpretation? Shall mercantile life be required to cover itself
with the sanctity of moral obligation, shall the demand of the age



be for a Christian literature, shall there be a general lamentation
over the want of faith and virtue; and yet an exception be made in
favor — no, not in favor, but to the disadvantage and disgrace — of
one class of engagements, in which all the people of this country
participate? Such injustice will not bear a moment’s examination.
Away with it forever!

It seems impossible to misunderstand the language of
Christianity on this subject. Undeniably it affirms its right to
exercise universal dominion. It takes cognisance of all human
action, extends its scrutiny to motives and feelings, and allows
no condition, employment or exigency to raise a barrier against
its entrance as the messenger of God to deliver and enforce
his commands. It has one and the same instruction for all men,
whether they live in palaces or wander houseless, whether they
are versed in tongues or are rude of speech, men of science
or men of handicraft, subjects of a monarchy or citizens of a
republic; to them all it says, Hearken and obey — walk by faith
— lead holy lives — fulfil all righteousness. Even if this be called
by the unbeliever the pretension or the arrogance of Christianity,
he must admit that the claim which it sets up is as broad as
human existence. Wherever the religion of the New Testament
can reach a man, over him it asserts its authority. No place so
public, no spot so private, no situation so humble, no office so
high, that Christianity will not rise to its eminence, descend to
its depth, penetrate its seclusion, occupy its position, and still
reiterate the same language, — speaking as one having authority,



because it speaks in the name and in behalf of the Almighty.
From the first has it advanced this claim of unlimited empire;
its prerogatives change not with the mutations of society. It still
shows a charter of “divine right” for the sovereignty at which it
aims. It still claims, as it always has demanded, and ever will
demand till it shall acquire, dominion over all classes, — from the
slave of toil to the heir of a throne, from the pauper whom the
charity of the State supports to the Ruler by whom the majesty
of the State is represented.

It is important however that we have right conceptions of the
nature of this dominion. Christianity, as we have noticed, aims
at exerting a control over the motives, feelings and unseen life.
It asks not for outward deference, but for inward submission.
The conscience, the heart, the will must bow to its authority.
A respect which lies on the surface only of the character, or
which glides from the tongue like the schoolboy’s recitation of a
few well-conned sentences, is not what the Christian owes to his
religion, nor what it will accept in place of that homage of the
soul which is the only proof of an insight into its nature. Strange
that men should ever think to deceive God by playing the parrot
or the hypocrite! There are many who make the fatal mistake
of substituting profession for reality; and in a community who
hold religion in high regard there may be politicians who will
take this course in the hope of winning their fellow-men. If they
succeed, they only effect a selfish purpose; they do not illustrate
the influence of religion.



Neither is it an attention to forms, however sincere, nor a use
of institutions, however constant, that will satisfy the demands of
Christianity. It requires something more than reverence for the
means by which it binds its power upon the disciple. The age in
which faith terminates in the means of religion is the precursor
of an age of unbelief. Ceremonies are but the ghosts of dead
professions, unless a living faith convert them into ministers of
goodness. Forms are needed, institutions are all but essential; but
they are only the garments in which the Divine spirit of religion
must be clad for its exposure to a cold and ungenial world. Many
are there who look with profound respect upon the dress, but
think not whether it covers a divinity or a fiction. How have
men — great statesmen and small politicians as well as others —
praised the Established Church of England, and actually stood
in awe of its majesty, when the thought of its spiritual relation
to themselves or any one else had perhaps never crossed their
minds.

It is not reverence at certain times — a periodical service — by
which men are required to prove themselves disciples of Christ.
Righteousness, holiness, is not confined to any hour or place. The
sanctuary whose walls the hands of labour have raised, is not the
only house of God. There is a temple which the Divine Architect
has reared, whose walls are immortal, in which his worship must
be maintained by faculties ever conscious of his presence. There
is an altar, the altar of the heart, on which a perpetual sacrifice
must be presented.



That sacrifice too must be a whole burnt-offering. The man
must give himself to God, “a living sacrifice,” in body and in
soul, which is but his “reasonable service.” I pause not from my
original purpose, to show how reasonable; but I insist upon the
truth that a partial obedience, in whatever sense it be partial, will
not meet the requisitions of Christianity. It is neither a part of
human nature, nor a part of human life, which must be devoted
to religion; but the whole — the whole of life, the whole of man.
The man must be thoroughly, habitually, entirely religious. His
loftiest purposes and grandest conceptions, his most familiar
exercises and meanest employments, his whole impulse, energy
and activity must be sanctified by faith — faith in God and his
will, in Christ and his revelations. “Whether he eat or drink, or
whatever he do, he must do all to the glory of God.” Whatever
he do. Mark the words. They leave room for no exception.
Whatever be the nature of one’s engagements, public or private;
wherever he be, in the house or the street; whenever his course
be examined, on Sunday or week-day, morning, noon, or night;
he must be found living to God’s glory, — through faith, I repeat,
and through the obedience which is the consequence of faith.
Character is the service which he must render.

A character of which the principle is indicated by the words
of the Apostle, will obtain a twofold development, as it shall
seek the direction on the one hand of piety, and on the other
of morality. Each of these forms of growth will proceed from
an idea as its germ; the one from the idea of God, the other



from the idea of man. The idea of God, — the Supreme, Eternal,
Infinite Being, whose will nothing can overrule, but whose
unimpeachable perfection is a guarantee for the rectitude of his
government.

God, the mighty source

Of all things, the stupendous force

On which all things depend;

From whose right arm, beneath whose eyes,
All period, power, and enterprise
Commence and reign and end.

“He is Governor among the nations; but justice and judgment
are the habitation of his throne.” “Thine, O Lord, are the
greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the
majesty; for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine;
thine is the kingdom, and thou art exalted as Head above all.
Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all:
and in thine hand is power and might, and in thine hand it is
to make great and to give strength unto all.” Worthily, so far as
language could go, did the greatest of Israel’s monarchs, and one
of the first of human bards, in these words celebrate the majesty
of Him who is Higher than the highest, the Maker, Guardian, and
Sovereign of the universe. Religion adopts this description as the
groundwork of its sentiments and exercises. With God it begins,
to Him it returns, in Him it rests. To Him it traces all blessing,
from Him receives direction concerning the aim and course of



life, and as its first and last and central principle aspires to “do
all things to his glory.” Led to Him as the Creator by his works,
which it contemplates, reminded of Him as the Almighty Ruler
by his providence, the aspects of which it reverently studies, and
taught to call Him the Father by Christ, to whose instructions it
yields a joyful obedience, it revolves around the Supreme Being
as its light and security, through its relation to whom it is safe
amidst the world’s commotions and blessed in life’s decay.
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