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Co3aHo B MHTEJUIEKTYaIbHOU U3/1aTeibckor cucteme Ridero
Tocssuyaro Menanu Kpoy, camoii ayue3aproii Oesuue moezo cepouya.

— Kak BbI MOkeTe mountats bora, Kotopplil BKITIOUMII THUEHHE 3yOOB B CXeMY
muposganus? 3auem OH cosnan 60ib?

— bonb? — Top:kecTByIOLIE ITPOM3HECTA keHa JerTeHanTa Illuckonda.

— Bonb — ouensb none3upiil cumrnroM. OHa IpeaynpexaaeT Hac 00 OMacHOCTH.

— A KTO coTBOpWMII OmacHoOcTU? — TpedoBatenbHO cripocui Mocapuas.

— Ilouemy 661 EMy He crienath JBEpHOI 3BOHOK, YTOOBI MPeLyNpekaaTh HAC
0 HUX. Mor Obl 1 HeOecHBII XOp 3aJeicTBOBaTh. M HEOHOBBIE OTHU — TOIyOble
Y KpacHble, HEOHOBbIE TPYOKH Ha JIOy y KakKJI0ro yesioBeKa?

— Jliomn BeIDIAAEM OBl DIIyNEHIMM 0Opa3oM ¢ rolyObIMM M KPacHBIMH
HEOHOBBIMU TPyOOUYKaMHU Ha JI0y.

— 3aT0 cerogHs OHU CMOTPATCS MPEKPACHO, Korjaa ObIOTCS B IPEICMEPTHOM
aronuu. He Ttak iu?
Zicozegp Xeanep
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IIpoJior

KosnonHa 6e3bIMSIHHBIX POBHBIM CTPOEM BCTaJla BJOJIb JaibHEW CTEHBI O'POMHOTO 3aJia. 30J10-
Thle OPHAMEHTHI B CTHJIE OApPOKKO OCJIETHJIM I71a3a BOILEAIIETO 4en08eKd.

OH obo1ien Bech CTPOi OT Havyasia JI0 KOHIIA M OCTAHOBUJICS Y CAMOTO TOCIIETHEr0 Oe3bIMSTH-
HOTO, 33 JyMUYMBO CKOJIb3HYJI IO HEMY B3IJISI0M:

— Ilar Bepen.

Be3bIMSIHHBII TTOKOPHO MPUONM3KJICS K 4e106¢Ky, B3UISIHYI B ero Oellble 11a3a:

— Tebs1 0XKUAAIOT B 3aJie CTO CEMBJIECST IeBATh. VI Tyna v Iy JaTbHEAIINX HHCTPYKIVA.

Be3bIMsAHHBIN OBICTPBIM IIarOM TMEPEecek OIPOMHBIN 3271 U CKPBLICS 32 IBEPHBIM KOCSIKOM.

Tenepb uen06ex MPOITIEI B IIEHTP TIOMEIIEHHSI U, eIlle Pa3 IOTOIIHO OTJIS/IEB Psi OTOCHEKHBIX
0e3bIMSIHHBIX, TPOMKO CKa3aJ:

— HelHemHsAa cutyanys ckiiaapiBaeTcs IJIa4€BHO Kak 711 HAC, TaK M JIJI1 MUPa, KOTOPbIA Mbl
BCE TaK ropsi4o noajaepxunaem. M3 Bcex TpUHaAT OLyXOTBOPEHUI OTHO OKA3JIOCh CAOMAHHBIM U,
YBbI, HE TIOAJIEKAIIEM PEMOHTY. Ero Hy’>KHO 3aMEHUTb.

— Ho Ha koro? — cripocust ouH 13 Oe3bIMSHHBIX.

XMypblid B3I 4ea06eKa PE3KO METHYJICS K TOBOPUBLIEMY.

— Ha yenoBeka, ubst qyIa criocoOHa BbIIEpKaTh TaKylo oTBeTcTBeHHOCTh. Ho! Ha pob omyxo-
TBOpeHus bonu coiifer naneko He Kax/as AyIIOHKa, KOUX, IPOILY 3aMeTUTh, Oosiee CeMU MUJLITHAp-
1oB B mupe. [Ipemyiaraere nocBsimaTh B HalM Jes1a Kaxayo?

Be3bIMsIHHBIE aKTUBHO 3aMOTAJTH TOJIOBAMU, KaK OYJTO OTKPBITO IIPOTECTOBAJIN IMPOTHUB TAKOTO
pa3BUTUS COOBITHIA.

Yenosex OOETHO YIBIOHYJICS, OTMEYast, YTO BCE UIET COIVIACHO TUIaHYy.

— A KaK Xe IMPEeeMHHK 3TOr0 OJlyXOTBOPEHUsI? — CIIPOCKJI BIPYT OJMH U3 OE3bIMSHHBIX.

— DTOT miyrell Jaxe He ycrea 003aBeCTUCh MPEEeMHHUKOM, MOTOMY HOBOE OLYXOTBOpPEHME
BBIOVIpaeM Mbl, — OYJHUYHBIM TOHOM M3peK 4esioBeK. — Tak BOT. Baia 3agaya — HaliTH HACTOJIBKO
MIOTEePSIHHYIO AYIITY, YTO MPU MPUKOCHOBEHUH K Hell Bac OWJIO TOKOM. Bbl 3HaeTe, Kak ObeT JIeKTpH-
YeCKUH TOK?

Psin Genbix Ge3bIMSIHHBIX €TUHOTTIACHO KUBHYJI. «KOJUIEKTMBHBIN MHTEJUIEKT» — OTMETHII TIPO
ce0s1 uenogex. Bee-taku, oHM Bpsii M cMOryT pabortarth nooguHouke. [Ipuaercss pa3ouBarh uX
Ha HeOOJIbIIINE TPYIIIIHI.

—Kacaiitecp kax10ro otepssHHOro 1 orieHuBaiTe. [lonro 6e3 boiu Mbl He IPOTSHEM, a TOTOMY
BbI JIOJDKHBI HATU HOBOE OlyXOTBOPEHHE KaK MOXXHO cKopee. A tenepb yxonute! B 3ase cto cemb-
JecsT NeBATh Bac OyJeT OKHUIaTh Balll HOBBII KoMaHup. OH OOBSCHUT BaM, YTO HAJIO JIENIATh.

[Mono6HO HATPEHUPOBAHHOMY BOKCKY, OE3bIMSIHHBIC TIOCYIIHO Pa3BEPHYJIMCh U TI0 IETIOYKE
MOKUHYJIU 3aJ1.

Kak Toy1bk0 KOMHATy HOKHMHYJI MIOCJIEAHUN, B ABEPHU BJIETEN KTO-TO €IIE.

Yenosex 3aMeTUII, KaK €r0 OTPaXE€HUE, TOYHO TAKOM KE uen108eK, CTPEMUTENBHO COKPAIIAET
JUCTAHLIMIO MEXIY HUMMU.

— MHe npukazaHo, — cKa3aa BOIIEIIINN ITOBbIM TOHOM, He TpeOyIOIlUM OTIaraTtesibcT, —
MPUTALINTh NIEPBOE OAYXOTBOpeHue — boib — clona.

— Ckaxu cBOM HOMED, — IOIIPOCUJI UE106EK.

— Tpucra aBanuaTeli1, c3p.

— O, ga THI ele coBceM 3eyeHbii. vsa?

— AHog, c3p.

— OmmuHo. Moe ums Byp, X0Ts, Tl M Tak 3HA€llb.
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AHOI KUBHYJI, CTEKJISTHHBIM B3IJISIIOM YCTaBUBIIHUCH KyJa-TO MUMO 4eno6eka. Byp ciioBHO Obl
OKMBUJICS, paclipaBU IJIEYM U BAJIbSKHO IPOLIEJICS 10 POCKOIIHOMY 3ajly, CKOJIb3sl B3IJISIIOM
IO 30JI0TBIM PACHMCHBIM CTEHAM.

— JlagHo, Bey ciofia 3Toro. .. IEPBOIO.

AHOZI KUMBHYJI U, PE3KO pa3BEPHYBIUMCh Ha MATKAX, CTPEMUTEJbHBIM ILIArOM HAIpaBUIICS
K BBIXOY.

N ckonbko ke eme Bypy npunercs uckarh J0CTaTOYHO XOPOUIYIO 3aMEHY OyXOTBOPEHUIO?
Kaxapiil, KTO XOTh OHAX/Ibl CTAHOBMJICSI HA MECTO MIepBOro, aOCOJIIOTHO BCeraa Tepsil Haf coOOoi
KOHTpOJIb. [TocieHuii BhIe U3 poiv 0COOEHHO TtayeBHO. [IoMUMO Jpyrux OnyXOTBOPEHH, OH
3a/1eJ1 HEBUHHBIX JIIOJIEH, HaIlJIeJ Ha UX pa3yMbl SMOLMOHAJIBHYIO IIAYTUHY JIKU U CTpaxa, OTYEro Te
MOCTICTIIVIIN CTIACTU ceOsl cCaMOyOHICTBOM.

Ecnu Ob1 He TpeThe OyXOTBOPEHUE — YIOBOJIbCTBUE — BO3MOKHO, JKEPTB ObLIO OBl B IECATOK
pa3 Gobiiie.

OnyxoTBOpeHuii Beera ObUIO TPUHAIIATD U, HECMOTPSI HA HEY/IauHbIe OIBITHI C IEPBBIM, HUKTO
U3 COJIJIATOB HE COOMpAJICs OCTAaHABIMBATHLCS, U KAXKIBIM pa3 Ha 3Ty POJb MPUXOIWIACH €Ille OTHA
MOTEepsIHHAS AYIIOHKA, KOTOPYI0 HEOOXOAUMO OBbLIO MPEeBpallaTh, BXXUBUTH B HOBYIO POJIb, TAaK CKa-
3aTh.

C MsICOM U KOCTSIMU.

JIBepyu BHOBb pPACKpbUIACh, M BOILUIA HEeOOJbINAs TPYIIA, OrPAaHWYMBAIOIIASCS IIECTHIO
JObMH, BO3IJIABIISUT KOTOPYIO caM AHOA. DTH HIECTEPO TOXE SIBJISICH OE3bIMSIHHBIMU, HO yXkKe Yep-
HBIMU. OHU He 8dcuensiau A100eil 8 ponv, OHU 8bimackuéau ux u3 Hee. OHU TaUWIN PUKOBAHHOTO
LEMAMU CAOMAHHOZ0.

— Mapk? — Byp oboriiesn 3aK/II04eHHOTO TI0 KPYTy, OCMaTprBasi ero COCTOsTHUE. — 3HaTHO TeOs
MOTpETay.

— Ilouemy BbI 3ak0oBasIM MeHs B Lenu? Yro g caenan?

— Twr yousan moneit, Mapk. Tlokymaicsi Ha )KU3Hb TPETHETO U AECSATOTO OJyXOTBOPEHUH —
VnoBonbserBre 1 Buny. Ham npuniiock Te0s1 HeRTpaan3oBaTh, MHAUY€ MHUP, KOTOPBII MbI TaK TIbITa-
emcsl yoepedb, ToIies Obl KO JIHY.

— Pa3Be Mos1 paboTa He 3aKJI04aeTcss B TOM, YTOOBI TPUYUHATH JTIOAsAM cTpaganus? [louemy
BBl HE XOTUTE, YTOOBI 51 yOMBAJI, €CJIN Ke CaMU MOJIOKUIA B MOU PYKHU TOTIOpP?

— He B TBOCI BiacTi, Mapk, yOuBarth Jioiei, koraa tede B3aymaercs. [1jist 3Toro ects s, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB.

— Ho 1b1 %e He Bcerga yonBaelb cnpaseouso, BEpHO? — €ro SI3bIK, CIIOBHO 3Mesl, HEPUSATHO
IIEKOTaJI HEPBBI.

— 41 Bcerna yOMBaio COrIacCHO MHCTPYKIIMSIM, — XOJIONHO OTBeTH Byp, caenas cBoe yuio abco-
JIIOTHO HENTPOHULIAEMBIM.

— Ilpusnaiics, Byp, Tl ke caM YacTeHbKO yOWBaelb JOAeW paayd COOCTBEHHOW BBHITOIBI?
K uemy Bce 311 npesonu, €ciy Tak OHO Ha caMoM Jiesie?

Yenosex BHUMATENHHO B3IJISIHY B I71a3a Mapka, B KOTOPBIX YK€ JaBHO OECHOBAJICSI HEMHOTO
cymaciieqiuii oronek. Byp nmogomen k Mapky Onuke, HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI MX JIUIIA ObLTA HA OJTHOM
YPOBHE.

— Tol — croman. JTioGoe TBOE CIIOBO SABJISICTCSI CAMOUM HACTOSIIIIEH JIOXKBIO, & BCE TOMBITKY Bpa-
3yMUTb JIHOO MEeHS, TMO0 Oe3bIMSIHHBIX, CYUMTAETCSI TIOMBITKOW NEPEMaHUTh HAaC Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY. ThI
OoJbIIIe He MMeelllb CUJIBl HA B MUpE JIOJe!, HU B MUPe COJIIaTOB, Mapk.

[Tpu 3TOM OIMH M3 OE3BIMSIHHBIX BAPYT MOAHSIT TOJIOBY M HEHAIOMTIO 3a/epKajl CBOM B3IJIsIA
Ha yuie Bypa. Tor cnenait Buj1, 4To HE 3aMETHJI TOTO.

Byp BeIIpsAMUUICS, TIJIOTOSITHO YJIBIOHYBIIHCH:

— VBeaute ero u yruusupyiite. OH onaceH Aaxe mocie Bamieir 00paboTKH, rocroja, — cKa-
3aJ1 uenoeexk, OTBOpaunBasch oT Mapka.
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30JI0TO Ha CTEHaX CErOHS CUSJIO HEIIOMEPHO SIPKO.

3a criuHoui Bypa 3amymenu nenu.

— Her, noroaute. {1 He xouy Ha yrunm3anmio! — 3akpudan Mapk, MbelTasich BHIOpaThCsi U3 KaH-
JAJIOB.

AHOM, KOTOPBII 10 TOTO CTOSLT MOA0OHO MPAMOPHO KOJIOHHE HETIO/IANIEKy, BAPYT OXKUBHUIICS.
OTaan KakoW-TO MPUKA3 YepHBIM OE3bIMSHHBIM, M BCE IIECTEPO PA30M PA3OIUIMCh, HATSHYB LN
10 Tpenena.

Mapk 6oJbliie He UMeJT BO3MOKHOCTH IBUTaThCsl U TeTieph OECIIOMOIIIHO MTOBHUC Ha IETIsIX, yiep-
KMBAIOLLUX €TO.

— Tonky ot TBoMX crapanuii? — Byp BHOBb MOBepHYyJcs K Hemy. — CTaparbCsi HyX)KHO ObLIIO
TOT/1a, KOT/Ia ThI BCE elle SIBJISICS TIEPBbIM OAYXOTBOPEHUEM, a He ceiiuac, Koraa Te0si pelvif yTu-
JIM3UPOBAThH 32 TUI0X0e noBeeHue. Ceifyac HyKHO ITPOCTO CAATHCS.

— Ia unm THI K uepty, Byp! Heyxenu 1ebs1 HUKOrIa He yuauim npoujams?

Byp npuronHsin oT yausieHus 6poBu. Mapk NOHSUL, YTO CyMel 33/1eTh OeCIyBCTBEHHOT'O Yesio-
BEKa 32 JKMBOE Y HEMHOT'O YCTIOKOMJICS, KOTAa TOT CTaJl MEJICHHO TIOAXOIUTDb K OE3bIMSIHHBIM.

Ho, kak okazasnoch, HarpacHo.

— Her, noporoit Mapk, He yuniu. YBeauTe ero yxe, HakOHeLl.

BHoBb 3arpemenu nenu. Illectepka 4YepHBIX Oe3bIMSHHBIX POBHBIM IIArOM HApPaBHUJIACH
K BBIXO/Y U3 34713, a UX IJ1aBapb, AHOI, OCTAJICS CTOSITh HA MECTE M C IHTEPECOM pasIiisabiBaTh Bypa.

— A cHavaJia Bbl MHE IOKa3aJIMCh CypOBEe, — IIPOCTO CKa3asl OH, U, BCE TAKKE Pa3BEPHYBILUCH
Ha IATKax, YILesa 32 CBOUM CTPOEM.

¥ camoro BbIX0/1a HOMEp TPUCTA IBaALIATh MOMEAJIMII U, PELIMBILIUCDH, BCE-TaKU CKa3aJl:

— B0o3MOXHO, yTHIM3HPOBaTh 3TO OLYXOTBOpEHHE ObUIO HEBEPHBHIM BBIOOPOM C Balled CTO-
POHBI.

Koraa nBepu 3a HUM 3aKpbUIHCh, 4ea08ek, 3a0bIBIIKCH, TPOOOPMOTAIL:

— OH Bce paBHO Obl HE CITPABWIICS C HamageHueM PoHK.
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1 rmaBa. 1 cHoBa 3apaBcTBYH, Ppen

Hecuacmuul auuib me, y K020 Hem uel.
Kaccanopa Kasp «Opyousi Cmepmu»

KoHcraHis He 3Hajma, 4eM ke elé Morjia MoMoub OeHsAre NepeBily, KOTOPOe BOT YKe
HECKOJIbKO JHEH Mojipsii OECIONaJHO IPhI3M HaceKoMble. Eif Obl OUeHb XOTEIOCh BBUICYHTH €ro,
clie1aTh HOBBIM, TUIOTHBIM U TJIAJIKUM, HO BCE, UTO OHA MOIJIA C/IeNIaTh — 3TO JIMIIIbL 3a0paTh ero 00jb
cebe.

PaccmarpuBasi M3rpbI3eHHYIO KOpY, JE€BOYKA HAIPSDKEHHO Pa3MBIILISIA, MOXET JIM JIEPEBO
BBUICUUTD ceOst camo. Ho OHO TOJIbKO MOJTYa CKYJTUIIO, & €IKHIA 3arax OO PacpOCTPAHUIICS BOKPYT
Koncranimu no Bceit nossine. OHa aJHO BTSAHYJA STOT €IKUI BO3[YyX, U BAPYT €€ KOKY CXBaTHII
CWIbHBINA cria3M. OHa, CKOPYMBIINMCH, OOBUJIA ceOsl pyKaMH U TOIBITAIACh HAIyTaTh MECTO OOJIH.
Bosnb Obl1a Be3zie: Ha pyKax, Ha HOrax, Ha )HMBOTe, Ha cliuHe U Ha 1ee. OHa KeJle3HBIMU 00pydYaMu
OOBMJIa TEJIO U pacKaJIiiia KOXKY JOKpacHa; ObUIO0 OOJIBHO U MPOTUBHO, OBLIO JIO CIE3 KIyde, 10 CIIE3
HETIPUSITHO.

Ha ria3a Beictynumm cié3bl, 1 KoHCTaHIMSI, O/1aBasiCh 3TOMY YKaCHOMY 4yBCTBY, 3aCKYJIWJIA.
KoHneuHo, ckynuia oHa Jmib B ayie. E€ Boiockl, COBceM HeIaBHO 3aTsHYThIE B aKKypaTHbINA XBOCT,
ceiiyac pacTpernaiych U 3aleBeMINCh TIO]] XOJOIHBIM MOPHIBOM BETpa.

KoHcraHIMs1 CKBO3b IEJIeHy CIIE3 B3IVIsHYJIA Ha IepeBo. Ero nmpooiskasm rppI3Th HACEKOMBIE, —
OHa 3TO SICHO OIIIyIIajia, — HO OO B HEM OoJTbIlie He ObLIIO, OHA OCTAJIACh B JIETKUX JAEBOUYKHU. «DTOT
poriecc HeoOpaTUM», — MOyMaJia OHa, MOTUPast OOJIEBIIYIO KOXKY.

Tenepb ocTanock auib noteprerb. OHa BCTasa, BCE elle CropOMBIINCH U B MBICIISIX TTOCKYJIH-
Basi, a IOTOM 1o0OpeJia B 00paTHO B IEPEBHIO, Iie BPEMEHHO NpoxuBaiia. Kak e€ nmpuiotm, 11 Hee
0 CUX TTOP OCTaBAJIOCh 3ara/IKOi, HO BCE JKe HY)KHO ObITh OJIAarONapHOM CBOMM CITACHTEIISIM.

JlpImath ceifuac ObUIO HEJb3sl: KUCJIOPO He I0JKEH MPOHUKHYTH B JIETKUE U 3arTyIIUTh OOJb,
nHavye KoHcraHims ymummrcst co3Hanus. Her, 0onb 0/DKHA Mcue3HyTh cama. [leBouka He crierna
nepedupalia Horamu, rJ0Tast Ci€3bl U ojassisi cToHbl. Ceiuac, BOT-BOT, OOJIb MIPOMIET, U BCE KOH-
yntcs. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO 3Ty «IIpOIIeAypy» JIEBOYKA Jiesiaia ke COTHIO pa3, e€ TeJo U pa3yM BCE
TaK k€ He TPUBBIKJIM K TOW 00JH, Kak OyATO OHA 3TO Jienaa Brepsble. Korma e 310 Obiio?

INorogka ceromHs OblJIa BechbMa BETPEeHOH. A elné coiHia ObUIO SIBHO MajioBaro. Jlyuwm ene
MPOOUBAITCH CKBO3b TOJICTBIA CJIOM OOJIAKOB, CEPBIX, MyTHBIX. XBOCTUK KOHCTaHIMU CHIIBHO pac-
Tpenajics, HO OHa M He JyMaJjia ero MepeBs3bIBaTh, HOO OOJIb CKOBAJIA BCE JIBUKCHUSI.

Bcé 310 cityuniiock oueHb 1aBHO. TOYHO, KOHEYHO ke, He cKa3athb. [Ipocto omHax el KoHcTaH-
U1 IPOCHYJIACh C OCO3HAHMEM TOT'O, YTO CTaJla CaMbIM HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM 4esioBekoM. EE crioco0-
HOCTb 3aKJTII0YAJIach JIMIIb B TOM, YTO OHA MOIJIA MOMJIOMIATh OOJIb IPYTHX CYIIECTB U OCTABJISTh €€
B cebe, TIOKa OHa He pacTBopHTcs. Takue rmepeMeHsl ObLTH ed He B PaJioCcTh, KOO MOCTOSTHHOE OCO-
3HaHUE TOTO, YTO TeOe MPUXOAUTCS TIOTJIONIATh OOJb IPYTUX, IPU 3TOM UCTIBIThIBas €€ Ha ceOe, ObLIO
caMo 1o ceOe OTBPATUTEITHHO.

JleBouKa Tereph He CKMMaa PyKH U He TOpOMIIach, a MpOCTo IIJIa, HEMHOTO CyTy/sichk. Ha e
XKEJITOM ILIaThe YTPOM OblIa MOCTaBJIeHA KJISIKCA, Cefuac YepHWIA PacTeKJIUCh, U BBHIISIENO 3TO
MPOCTO YKACHO.

[Ipoiins eme HEMHOTO, OHA TIOHSJIA, YTO JAEPEBHS yKe COBCEM OJIM3KO U BUJIHA OYEHb YETKO.
Ceituac Bce MpOUIET U PUJIETCS TTOCTICIINTh, JOJTO OCTABATHCS «TOJIOIHOW» HEJTb3I.

JleBouka Bce elne JayMania o JepeBe, O ero 0e33aluTHOCTH U O MEP3KHUX HACEKOMBIX, aTaKo-
BaBIIIUX JIEPEBO, YTOOBI BBIKUTH. MOXKHO JI UX BUHUTb B TOM, UTO Y HUX CPaOOTaT MHCTUHKT CaMO-
coxpaHeHusi? KoHeuHo, Hy)xHO M30aBuThCcs OT Bpeautenei. Ho tompko uem? Hactoiiku u3 TpaB
TIOJIOW/IYT, HO pa3Be KTO yMeeT WX JejaTh B 3Toi nepeBHe? [lpuaercs uckarh Apyrylo, a TOJBKO
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KTO 3HAaeT, KaK JIaJIeKO OHA PacIioioKeHa M eCTh JIM TPABHUIIB TaM? A IepeBO k/1aTh HE MOXET, €ro
Yyepes MecsII-APYroi CheAT HaCeKOMbIE M TOT/Ia HUKaKasi TpaBa He momosxet. [TookeHre BEIXOAUIIO
ckBepHoe. KoHCTaHIMs paccMaTpuBaia KJISIKCY Ha CBOEM TuiaThe. OHA BHOBB THCasIa TIOHPABUBIIIH-
ecsl CTHIXH, CTPOYKH, CJIOBA U3 KHUT. [ pamMoTe ee Hay4nT OTell, TaKk KaK CUUTAIT, YTO KaK/bIi JIOJKEH
3HATh CBOM SI3bIK B COBEPIIIEHCTBE M HE TOJILKO YMETh pa3roBapyuBaTh Ha HEM, HO U IMUCATh, U YUTATh.
W BOT cerosHsl, 3aIyMaBIIMCh O YeM-T0, KOHCTaHITMs ypOHMIIA KallIio YePHBIX YEPHUIT MPSAMO cede
Ha YKMCTeHbKoe T1aThe. Hamo Obl ero moctupark, 9ToObl He BBIMIAACTh HEPsAXOi. YepHua BIBECTU
JOBOJIBHO CJIOKHO, HO OHA UTO-HUOY/Ib MPUTyMaeT.

Cam o cebe 1yTh He 3aHMMaJl MHOTO BpeMeHH, HO KOHCTaHIMS 3a4eM-TO HAMePEHHO TSAHYJA
ero, IJIETSCh TI0 IOPOre U YIIOPHO CMOTPsI ceOe 1o/l HOru. Botb elnié He CKopo OTIYCTHUT e€, a TocemMy
B JICPEBHIO TOPOITUTHCS MTOKA PaHO.

Korma 6omp HemHOro otrcrynmia, KoHCTaHIMS TOMBITATIACH MePeBsI3aTh BOJIOCH, HO C y/IWB-
JleHueM OOHapyXkwWia, 4To JIeHTH HeT Ha mecte. E€ kpacuBas romybas JieHTa Tjie-TO MOTepsiiach,
Y Terepb BOJOCH BBIHYKACHBI OCTaThCs paciymieHHbIMU. C e€ YEpHBIMU JIOKOHAMU JICBOYKE OBLIO
TSKEJIOBATO CIIPABIIATHCS, OO OHKM TIOCTOSTHHO HOPOBUJIM 3aITyTaThCS WJIM TIoNacTh Ha Jwiio. [Tocto-
SIHHO WX MONpaBisiTh KOHCTaHIUS He XOTesa, IO3TOMY TiepeBsI3bIBajia BOJIOCH KPACUBBIMU JICHTAMH.
Korma-To 1aBHO OHa MOMbBITANIACh UX OTPe3aTh, HO, K HECYACTHIO, TIOJI PYKOW HE OKa3aJIOCh HOKHMUIIL.
[Tpunuiocsk Utk Tak ¥ Jajible.

HoBoe oTkpbiBIIeecss 0OCTOATEIHCTBO MOATONKHYJIO KOHCTAHIMIO YCKOPUTBCS U JT0OEKaTh
OCTaTOK ITyTH JIO JepeBHH. Bosb mocTerneHHo ocnadeBaia, U KOrja AeBoUKa Mojoopaiachk K AepeBHe
BILIOTHYIO, OOJTb OTCTYNIJIA, U, TIOPABHSIBIIMCH C TIEPBBIMH JIOMaMHU, IEBOYKA BIOXHYJIA B ceOsl CBe-
KU BO3/IYX.

KT0-TO kapui Kypuily, MprueM eJIKHiA 3armax O0Ju enié BUTa IJe-To MOOIN30CTH, yKe PacTBO-
PEHHBIN KUCTIOPOIOM M OMEPTBEBIIHI. UTO K, He ycIiesna Ha KypHILy, YCIIeeT Ha YTO-HUOYIb APYroe.
E€ cocenu kak pa3 coOupasuch CeroiHs pe3arb NopocéHka. KoHeuHo, ero Obl PUITUIOCH 3aCTPENUTh,
a MTHOBEHHAsI CMEpPTh JaeT OYeHb MaJIo OOJIM, HO UTO TYT Tojenaenib? Eif XBaTUT 1 3TO0rO.

Koncranims npubasuia miary, noutu Oexasa, BTATUBas HOCOM BO3/LyX, 0)KUAAst Ybei-TO OONH.

Ona He OblIa CaUICTOM WJTH Ma30XHCTOM, HET, IPOCTO 3TO ObLJIO YaCThIO e€ paboThI, e€ Joira.
['moraenis 60J1b, TEPIUILb, TEPNUIIIL, TEPHUIIb, OO UCHIAPSAETCS, IIOTaelIb HOBYIO. DTO MOAIEp-
KUBAJIO €€ JKU3Hb, 3TO JIesaio e€ chiTol. VI coBceM He BaXHO, HPABUJIOCH JIM 9TO €M WM HET, OHa
He Morva BeIOMparh. UTo-TO Mmoxkenano caenath e€ cBoeoOpasHbIM «u30aButTeseM» n KoHcTaHIus
yke MPUHAJIA BCE 9TO KAK JIOJIKHOE.

OHa u cama He 3HaeT, KOrjia 3TO MOsBUIOCh. CBSI3aHO JIM 9TO CO CMEPTHIO OTIIA WU C YXOAOM
Matepu? MoXkHO J1v 9TO IPeJOTBPaTUTh ? BblIo He OHATHO. [leBOouKa IpOCTO CMChIBaJIa BCE HA pac-
CTPOMCTBO opranm3ma. KoHcTaHIMst Oponia yxe 9yTh JIM HE Yac, a MOAIMUTKH Bce He Obl10. Mup
BIPYT Pa30M IepecTal NPUIUHSTH cede 00Jb, MPUUUHSATH ee APYT Apyry. Bce HACKHITHIOCHh KpackaMu
CITOKOVMCTBUS ¥ TOJTHOTO YMHPOTBOpeHUs1. 1 Be/ib BCeM MUIeBaTh, YTO €AMHCTBEHHBIN B MUPE Yello-
BEK, CIIOCOOHBIN U30aBUTH OT OOJIM, MOIVIOTUB €€ B ce0sd, OT TAKOrO CIOKOMCTBUSA M CTAOMIbHOCTH
MOXET YMEPETb.

CBexuii BO3[IyX CTaJl HEBEPOSATHO MPOTUBHBIM, KoHcTaHIMs 3aKkanuisiack. CTOUT Jiu 3aaep-
*ath apixanre? Korga-to oHa morpoOoBaia Tak caearh, IOTOMY YTO Krydee ONIyIeHUe B JIETKUX
HAMHOTO NMPOTHUBHEE MHOXECTBA Pa3HBIX BUIOB OONM. 3a/epikaB JIbIXaHMe BCEro Ha MOJIMHUHYTHI,
OHA YyTh HE JIMIIWIACh CO3HAHUS. DTO ObLJIO XOPOIIUM, SICHBIM YPOKOM, KOTOPBI OHA 3alTOMHUJIA.
Co Bcell 3TOM CXeMOW OHAa 3HAKOMMJIACH CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO ceOs moMHUT. OHa 3aHOBO y4mWJIach
MUTATHCSI, BIIIATH, 1a BOOOIIE KUTh; e€ TeJIo IpeTepresio N3MeHeHUs: Koka cTayia 6ojiee 4yBCTBH-
TEeJILHOW B KOHUMKAX TMAJbIEB M MEHee YyBCTBUTEILHON B HOTaX M TYJIOBHIIE, HOC CTAJI JIyUllle pa3-
JIMYaTh 3araxu, MOsSBUJIACh CTIOCOOHOCTD HE JIBIIIATH CTOBKO, CKOJIBKO MoTpedyercs. OTuero takoe
C Hell MPOU3OIILIO, OHA MOHSTh HUKAK He MOTJIA.
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BHesarHO HOC yuysisl 3HaKOMBbIE HOTKMA OOJIM B BO3[yXe, M [EBOYKA CTPEMIVIaB Modexasia
Ha 9TOT MaHAIMK 3anax. JlepeBHs 3[ech CyKajlach, 1Opora CTaHOBWJIACH IIMPOKOU TPOIMUHKOM,
u KoHcranwsi, Ha 6ery rnorpasisisi pacTpenaBIInecs BOJIOCH, CIIOTHIKANACh O KOUKH, TPOBAJIMBAJIACH
B HeOOJIbIIINE SIMBI, HO IIAry He cOaBsia.

Bor 3TOT 3aBETHBIN 0M, BOT OTKyJa Tak maxHer! /leBouka THX0 rmogdeskana K OKHaM U cTajia
CMOTpeTh B HUX. Tam, Ha KyXHe, cujiesl YeJIoBeK, 0OXBaThB ceOsl KoeHsAMH. CKBO3b IPS3HOE OKHO
ObLIO TUIOXO BU/IHO, KAKOTO BO3pacTa 3TOT YeNIOBEK, HO, B UM COMHEHHI He OCTaBaJIOCh, TaK 3TO
B TOM, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK SIBHO OBUI MYKCKOTO ToJsia. Bosb BUTasIa BOKPYT HEro, pacxofsich Jaxe
3a mipeaensl foma. KoHcranims monpoOoBaia BBITSHYTh €IKHIA BO3/AyX M3 JI0OMa, HO BHIXOAWJ OH
OYEHb TYTO, M OHA LIETIOTOM YEepPThIXHYJIACh.

AKKypaTHO, mpoOupasich 1o y3KO TPOIIMHKE, OHa MPOIIUIa K pacaay 10Ma v OTHICKAJIA [T1a3aMU
IOBepb. BHyTpH Hee JIErkue yxe cropajiv oT Bo3yxa. Takoe MOKHO OLyTUTh, KOrja TOHEIIb.

[NouTty He CIBIITHO OHA OTKPbLIA ABEPb U TEHBIO Mpoluia BHYTph. Eil ObUIO celiyac HaruieBath
Ha BCE, HY)KHO JIMIIb aKKYPaTHO CECTh PSIIOM C MPOXOJOM Ha KyXHIO U BIOXHYTh B ceOst ero OOJb.
Hy»xHo ObL10 c/ienaTh 3T0 OeCTyMHO, YTOObI OOBEKT He 3aMeTHIT €€ MpUCyTCTBUS. HyXHO MOrIOTUTD
Kak MOHO Oosbiiie. KoHcTaHIms npucesna, MeIyIeHHO OTepiach JIaJ0HBIO O TIOJ ¥ aKKYPATHO BTSHYJIA
HOCOM BO3[YX.

Tuxo, npakTuyecku OecrrymMHo. YenoBek, CUAAIINN Ha KyXHe, B3Aporayi. Ero ronosa nomHs-
J1ach, B3IJISIT METHYJICS B TIpoeM JiBepy. KoHCTaHIMsI, MOYyBCTBOBAB JABUKEHUsI O0BEKTa, MHCTHHK-
TUBHO CKaJlach. YcreeT Jiu oHa yoexaTh? Beé-taku crout monpo6oBats. JleBouka THXO BCTasa, MoTs-
THJIACh K BBIXO[LY, IIPOKHUTAsI B3IJISI0M ITPOEM Ha KyXHIO, O0SICh yBU/IETDb YeJIOBEKa, 32 HUM CHIISIIETO.
JIBepb OblIa OJIM3KO, OCTAIOCH TOIBKO Pa3BEPHYTHCS, TOOEKATD. . .

Pyka 3agena uTo-TO, peAMET ynaj Ha MoJI, OCTaBUB MOCIIe ce0sl TITyXO0i, HO IOCTAaTOYHO I'POM-
KM 3BYK. JleBOUKa, HaIlJIeBaB Ha OCTOPOKHOCTh, KOTOPYIO pa3pyLIma ellle HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/1 Ha3a,
MIOHECJIACh K 3aBETHOM [IBEPH, CJIOBHO UCITyTaHHasl KOLIKa. JIlyuur ColHIA Jajv ei TOBOJL yCTIOKOUThCS.
Bunumo obraka cierka paccesutiuch. BHyTpH 4To-TO 1aBHJIO, CKUMAIO, IYIIAJIO TOPIIO, CIOBHO OHA
TMIOJIHOCTBIO TTOTPY3UJIACh B BOJLY, OCTAaBUB Ha MOBEPXHOCTU TOJIbKO HOC. KoHcTaHms, 6051Ch yBUIETh
YesioBeKa, B JIOM K KOTOPOMY Tak OECCTBIIHO MpoOpajach, Oexaia, CIOThIKasICh U COMBast HOCKU
Tydens. Kenroe niarbe pa3BeBajioch 10 BETPY Ha Mapy ¢ BOJIOCAMU, C KOTOPBIX HE TaK JaBHO COCKO-
ynia jeHTa. VMckath e€ ceifuac HET HMKAKOroO JKeJIaHWsl, MOKHO B3ATh HOBYIO Y COCEIKH, HOOPOii
MOXUJION JKEHILIUHBI, YTO 3aHUMAETCS IIUTHEM M HETTPEMEHHO UMEET OUYEHb POBHBIE UIJIbI, KOTOPHIMU
MIEPUOMUYECKH KOJIETCSI M3-3a CJIETIOThI, MHOTO JIEHT Ha 000l BKyc. OcraHoBmiIach KoHcTaHIMs
TOJIBKO y CBOETO BpeMeHHoro noma. Ternepb, qymmumasi O0Jblo, OHa cejla Ha Mopor, U U3 I71a3 oec-
LTYMHO HOKaTWJIMCh CJIE3bl, KOTOPBIE OHA MEPUOANYECKM CMaXMBaJla JIaJJoHbIO0, TOKAYMBASCh U3 CTO-
POHBI B CTOPOHY.

Pazym e€ Obu1 cuacTiuB, a ayma 6osnena. OTyero, HHTEpecHO? DTOT YesIOBEK Oy THUMO CKyYal
10 KOMY-TO.

Omna cerofHsi XopoIo nocrapaniack. JymeBHas 601b TPOXOAUT MeIeHHee (PU3UIECKOM, a YK
AyieBHasi 00Jb YeI0BeKa — MPOXOIUT elle JOJIbIIIe, ¥ BOOOIIe, 3TO MPOCTO YAMBUTENIbHAS HAXOAKA.
«Hano cxomuts 3a jeHtoi», — nogymana Koncranuus. Knatb, moka 60ab MpoORIeT U UATH, WIN
Jydiie noruTH cpasy? I'oBoputs Oyner oueHs Tsokeno. Koncranus cxana Kysiaku. Eit HeMHoro ocra-
Jochk B 9TOM JiepeBHe. Kyna oHa HaripaBiisieTcsi, He 3HaeT Jlaxe oHa cama. E€ clloBHO BeET HeuTo,
a TyT, B 9TOH JIepeBHE, 3aCTaBJISIET OCTAThCS HE Ha JIBA JHSI, KaK OOBIYHO, & BOT YK€ IIOYTH Ha HEAGIIO.
Bennsra yxe ycnena 3aMeTHO HaTepeTb BCEM MO30JM Ha rMa3ax. Ho e€ 1o He BonmHOBano. OHa
HCKaJla YTo-TO, 4TO €€ TyT 3ajepxkuBaeT. Iloka yto nonospenue nagano Ha aepeso. Ilocuaes eme
HEMHOT'0 U YOe/IMBIIIKCh, YTO 32 Heil He ObLJIO MOrOHM, OHa XMBIKHYJIA B cepanax u Bcrana. Codpana
BOJIOCHI HA0OK M HECIIEIIHO TOIIa K COCeKe, pa3lyMbIBas, B YEM 3aKJII0YaeTcs AylIeBHAs OOJb
3TOr0 YeJIOBEKA. «DTO TOYHO ObLIA JIIOOOBb, — BEIABWIIA OHA. — JII0OOBB C IUIOXHUM UCXOIOM. ITO... —
J€BOYKa HEMHOTO MOAyMasla, POBEpsisi CBOIO JIOTaJKy, — DTO Ubs-TO CMepTb?». OTCI0Aa CTaHOBU-
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JIOCh TMIOHATHO, TIOYEMY I'PY/Ib TAK OCTPO HATIOTHAECTCS YYBCTBOM OE3BICXOTHOCTH, & B TOJIOBE MEUETCS
OIMHOKOE OTYasiHUE.

HeoxunanHo, oHa BCKMHY/IA TOJIOBY W YBHUjEIA 3HAKOMBIA [OMHK, IUIOXO YXOKEHHbIH,
HO He BBIISASIIUN HeKpacuBbiM. OKHA ObLM €IMHCTBEHHBIM B pacajie 10Ma, YTO OBUIO YHCTHIM.
OcranpHOe TOKpPHIBAJT MOX U BIUTABIIASCA B JepeBO rpsi3b. Caauk mepes JIOMOM TOJBKO-TOIBKO
HayaJs 3aiBeTaTh, HeCMOTPs Ha pasrap Jiera. OHa HegaBHO ero nocaauia. [Ipodupaschk CKBo3b 3apoc-
IyI0 TporuHKY, KOHCTaHIMsA TyMana, KOro mpearnoioKUTeIbHO TOT YeJIOBeK MOT JTIoOUTh. Yerno-
Beka? JKuBotHoe? OHa OCTaHOBWIACH Niepejl ABepblo. [1aBHOE, He NIbIaTh. 3ByKU MOXHO MPOU3-
HOCHUTH C MaJIBIM PacxojioM Bosayxa. OHa moctydasna. 3a ABEphI0 3aMENIKaINCh, a TTIOTOM MSITKOM,
HO TSKEJION TIOCTYIIBIO TTPOIILIH K JIBEPU U BHOBb 3aMENITKAINCh. [IeBOUYKa HAIPSTIIACh.

— KT0 Tam? — npoTsiHynia crapyxa, moou/s K IBepHu BIUIOTHYIO.

KoHcraHIms: MpICIeHHO TIOKapania cedst 32 Kakylo-TO eIIé He JIOMYIIEHHYI0, HO YKe BOT-BOT
CJTyYMBIIYIOCS OIIMOKY M C/IaBJIEHHO TIPOTOBOPUIIA:

— Koncranc.

Ce0s1 Tak Ha3bIBaTh OBLIO yIOOHEE, MO0 B OCHOBHOM €€ TIOTHOE UMSI TIOUTH HUKOT/IA IIPABHIIBHO
HE BBITOBAPUBAJIH.

Tomoc crapymika cpa3sy y3Hala M OHa, yXe He MellKasi, OTBOpWJIa JBepb, Biyckas KoHcraH-
M0 BHYTPb. JlomMa napuit Jerkuil Oecriopsiiok: yroi KOBpa ObUT 3aBEPHYT, CJIOBHO €rO TOJIBKO YTO
B CIIEIIKe TIOCTEIUJIN; IITOPbI ObLTM HACIIEX MPUOTKPHITHI, 2 MOXET U HAOOOPOT, HACTIEX 3aKPHITHI;
CBeua MOTYXJIa U, Cy/sl 0 OOUJIBHOMY JIBIMY, TOJIBKO UTO; Ha CTOJIMKE Jiekasla pacKphiTash KHUTA,
SIBHO TOJIBKO YTO MTPOYMTAHHAS.

— Kakumu cynp6amu, Korcrane? — cipocusia crapyiika, Hoaxofst K KHUre 1 OepeskHo e€ 3aXJ10-
TBIBASL.

JleBouka rmomMosJaa, pasrisiisiBasi CKyIHbINA, HO YIOTHBI UHTEPhEP U TaK ke CKOMKAHO MPO-
Oypuana:

— MHe HyXHa... JIeHTa.

Crapyuika yxe 1uia 3a Hei, HO BCE-TaKM yTOUHWIIA:

— TeGe st Bosoc?

KoHcTaH1us MpocTo KMBHYIA, HE B CUJIaX BBIIABUTSH U cJioBa. EIE oTHO npeiokeHue, v 3ara-
CEHHBIN BO3AYX e€ mokuHeT. CTapyIlKa CKpbUIach HA BTOPOM 3Take, OCTaBUB KOHCTAHIMIO CHJIETh
Ha JIABOYKE ¥ CMOTPETh Ha OCTATKU BHITEKAIOIIIETO IbIMa M3 TIOTYIIIEHHO! CBeur. JleBouka pasrisjena
eIlE U OAMHOKMIA, HO BEJIMYECTBEHHBIN IKa(, OKPYKEHHBIN NooMaHHO# mupmoil. [llupma nmvena
KpPEMOBHII IIBET U OSCIIOKOMHO, CKJIaJKaMHU, Jiexkasa BOKpyT Imkada, B3bBas o nmoMomu. KoHcraH-
IIUM Jake TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TA IIMPMa TOXKe UCIBITHIBaeT 00ib. Ho mpeameram 3TO HECBOMCTBEHHO,
TaK 4TO HA/IEAThCA TYT He Ha uto. CTapylika BEpHYIACh Cpa3y ¢ TpeMs JIEHTaMU — KPacHOM, CUHel
Y KEeJITOM.

— Bor, 6epu. Crapaiicst 60mbilie He TepsITh, JIaTHO? — e€ Tyia3a OJIeCHYJIH.

JleBouka BHOBb KMBHYJA, 3a0upasi TeIUIble JIEHTHI M paccMaTpuBasl UX KakK MpPOW3BE/ICHHE
uckyccTBa. /KENTylo oHa ceiyac ke MoBsi3ajja Ha BOJIOCHL.

— Her-HeT, noroau, no3Bojib MHe, — CTapyxa BcTaja no3aau KoHcTaHIuy v pUHSIach UTpaTh
c e€ JIOKOHaMU, TIepeTacKkuBasi MX ¢ MecTa Ha Mecto. HeMHoro noross 3anrypinana jJeHTa, U IeBOYKa
BCTaJa.

— OTmuHas Koca, — TIOXBaJIMjIa CJIOBHO Obl He ce0s1 crapyika. — TeOe uaer.

Koncranmus ynpiOHyIach 1, cOOpaB MOCIEIHNE OCTATKH BO3/AyXa, BbIIABUJIA:

— MHe Hy)HO CpeJICTBO OT TPbI3YHOB, KOTOPHIE €JAT JIEPEBO. .. — MMOCIIeqHee CJIOBO COCEIKe
MPUIILIOCH I0YMBIBAaTh CaMOM, MO0 BO3/yXa BCE e He XBATUJIO.

Ona 3agymarnach, pacxaxubas 1o komHare. KoHcTanusi, Habmoaast 3a Heit, TO M JeJ0 OTCKa-
KHMBaJIa B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI, AaBasi POUTH.
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— TpaBuuna M30b1a MOMOXET, — BCKOPE 3aKJII0unIa OHa. — OHa )KMBET B ITATH IOMax OTCIOAA.
bmxe k necy.

JleBouka KMBHYJA U, OOHSIB CTapyXy B 3HaK OJaroflapHoOCTH, MOCHeNIa yiuTu. bonb BhBeT-
puTCs elié He CKOpPO, a BO3AYX B JIETKMX KOHUMWJICA. Teneps npuaercss mputBopsThcs Hemon. OHa
YAaCTeHbKO Mpuderasia K 3Tou YJIOBKe, TacKasl KaKylo-HHOYb KHUTY ¢ COOOH B KokaHOU cymke. Ceil-
Yac 3TOM CyMKH, KaK Ha3J10, He ObLIo of] pykoi. [Toka oHa 111a, Bc€ paccykaaa, KoMy MPUHAJICKUT
9Ta 00J1b U 3Ta MOOOBb. KTO MOT ymMepeTh y 3TOro 4ejoBeKa, KOro MOXHO Tak JoouTh? BeposiTHo,
9TO BCE ke uesioBeK. ECIi MpoCcTo MpeanoNokuTh, 3TO MOT ObITh KTO-TO U3 POTUTENEH, Be/lb. .. BE/Ib
6016, YEPT BO3bMU, 3HaKOMasi! KOHCTaHIIMS KaK-TO MCIbITANA TaKylo O0Jb, KOrja eil ObLJIo COBCeM
HEMHOTO JIET.

Kakoii 310 oM 110 cu€ry? JleBouka oOepHyJach Ha3aja, 4ToObl mocuutath. OOWH, BTOPOH,
MIOTOM BOT ellle O/IWH, OHA CTOMT HAPOTHB HETO... 3HAYUT, ellle JBa AoMa. BbIBOJ 3TOT 3acTaBUII
Haripsiubcsi. Ho, Tem He meHee, KoHcTaHIMS MOcKakana K 3TOMY JIOMY, €1Ba CAEPXKUBasl YIBIOKY.
Ho 410 oHa ckaker, eciiv y Hee HeT ceiiuac Bo3ayxa, utoObl pasropapuBath? M Bc€ paBHO KoHcTaH-
1M 112, oOpalias CBoe BHUMaHUE Ha MPUBBIYHBIE JOMa, KOTOPBIE OHA MPOXOAUT yXKe B COTHIHA pas.
JloM BBIITISIAEN MTPUBJIEKATENIBHO, FOPA30 YMIIE JOMa €€ COCEKHU U Jaxke Aoma camoil KoncraHuuu.
Bokpyr ObUT pa3HOIBETHBIN Ca/1 U3 pa3IMUHbIX pacTeHuid. OHU pocii GECTIOPSIIOYHO, HE MIMesI PSI/IOB
Y 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH, HO, HECMOTPsI Ha 3TO, CaJ] BHIIVISIZIENT KPACKBBIM M YXOKEHHBIM.

KoHcraHims mporia cKBo3b HEro, OIIyInasi KaxIblid JIMCTOK cBouMH Horamu. Crapasnach
HE 3a/IeBaTh TAKyl0 KpacoTy HU MWIJTMMETPOM CBOETO TeJa.

JIBepb OblTa PUSATHOM Ha OIIYITh, MPUATHOW HA BUI;, CaM JOM ObLT I[BETa TEMHOTO, KOe-T/e
CTEKJIO Ha OKHAaX TPECHYJIO, IJIe-TO CTEKOJ U BOBCE HE ObLIO, OKOHHBIE TPOEMBI OBUTH 3aKOJIOUEHBI
nockamu. Takoit mOTpENaHHbIN, MPAaUYHBIA BUJI IOMa COBEPIIIEHHO HE FTAPMOHUPOBAJI C SIPKUM CaJIOM.
3TO pa3pyniajio BCIO UHTPUTY.

PanpbImie sTOT 10M Beerga ocraBasicsi HeooutaeMmbiM it Koncranimu. Ckosbko Obl OHa He Mpo-
XOZIMJIa MUMO HETO0, CKOJIbKO Obl HM Kapay/Iijia, 3TOT JOM HU pa3y He OTKpbIBaJI CBOMX ABepei. HUKTo
HU pa3y He BHIIVISABIBAT OTTYAA, a YK TeM Oojiee He BHIXOIHIL.

Tpy KOPOTKHMX CTyKa M 3a JBEpbI0 HAYaIM SHEPrMYHO HIypiiarh. KoHCTaHIMS MOeXuiach,
OTMeTHJIa PO cebsl, UTO HE MOXKET U CJIOBA BBIIABUTH U PElIriia BOCIIOIb30BAThCSI CBOEH rpamma-
TUKOM.

JIBepb OTKpbLIA KEHIIMHA CPEIHHUX JIET C PEIKUMH MEJKMMHU BECHYIIKAMH, B OCHOBHOM
Ha HoCy U oy r1a3amu. KoHcranims oxuaana, uto M3ombaa OyaeT ApeBHeH CTapyIIkou ¢ 3aBbilIeH-
HBIM YyBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOW 3HAUUMOCTH, I'TyOOKMMYU MOPIIMHAMH U JI0 KyTH IPOTUBHBIM T'OJIOCOM,
HO 3TH JJOBOJbI OKA3aJIMCh OECIIOUYBEHHBI.

— Yero-to xoTtenan? — NpUSATHBINA KEHCKHUIA TeMOp 3aCTaBUII IEBOYKY OHEMETh B HEJOYMEHHUH.

Ona KMBHYJIa, 3ar/IsAbIBast )KEHIIMHE B IJ1a3a U MBICJIEHHO TMPOCS €€ TIOHATb, YTO MMPOUCXOAUT.

— Hy, npoxoaure, — TpaBHUIIA MOMATHIIACH, OTCTYIIIIA U J1asa MPoiTH KOHCTaHIMK BHYTPb.

BHyTpH OBUIO JOBOJNBHO TECHO: OOJBIIME TEMHBIE MKA(BI, B KOTOPHIX MOXET MOMECTUTHCS
HE OJTHA U JIaKe He JIBe IBeHAJIIaTUIIETHUE IEBOYKH, a IieJ1ast JIO)KMHA TaKKX, Kak KoHcTtaHumst; 3aech,
BHYTPH, CTEHBI OBUTH CBETJIEE, YeM CHAPYKHU U BHIIVISIENIO 3TO BECbMa CTPAHHO; PAJOM C KPOXOTHBIM
OKHOM OblJTa KAPTUHA C IEBYIITKON M YEPHBIMU, OTIIMBAIOIIUMHU (PHOJIETOBBIM, Boslocamu. KoHcTaHIus
TOJIONLIA K Hel ¥ OKMHYJIa OYeHb BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— Tak gero *e Bbl X0TesU? — TpaBHUIA M3071b/1a MSATKO OMyCTHIIaCh Ha TaOYPETKY U B3IJISIHYIA
Ha CTOJI, KOTOPBIN PACTIONOXKUII Ha ceOe Psbl CKIISTHOK M KOPEIIKOB KaKUX-TO PACTEHUI.

JleBouKa, BCTIOMHHB, YTO HE OfIHA 3[IECh, 1 OT HEE Yero-To sIBHO KOYT, CTajla PhICKATh MO KOM-
HaTe B IOMCKaxX KHUTH.

KunxHbli mkagvuk ObUT B TPOTUBOIIONOKHOW CTOPOHE OT €€ B3JIsAAa, ¥ KHUT TaM ObLJIO OYeHb
Mauto. KoHcTaHIuMs1, HAKOHeI, HaIllIa er0 CpeIy APYTUX Bellel U BhITAIIMIIA OTTYa CaMylo OOJBIIYIO
Y TOJICTYIO KHUTY.
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Or1o OblIa KHUTA O KaKUX-TO JICKAPCTBAX, 3€JbsIX, HACTOMKaX U Ma3sax. OTKpHIB MOCpEUHE,
KoHcranmus moforia K TpaBHUIIE U CTajla YKa3biBaTh MajiblieM el Ha OykBbl. Boamima OwbicTpo,
N3onbaa He ycnieBana IpOYUTHIBATD.

— 4 H-e-M-a, M-0-3-T-0-M-y O-y-I-y p-a-3-T-0-B-a-p-U-B-a-T-b C B-a-M-M T-a-K, — MIPOYUTATIA
TpaBHUIIA, YAWBJICHHO TIOJHUMAS IJ1a3a Ha JIEBOUKY, IMOCOUYYBCTBOBAB €il B AyIie. — Yero ke Bbl
xotute?

[Masierr BHOBb yKa3biBaI Ha OYKBBI, TeTIEph MeJICHHEE, YeM paHbIIIe.

— JI-e-p-e-B-y 3-a J-e-p-e-B-H-€-il 0-4-e-H-b M-1-0-X-0. E-r-0 y-k-e B-T-0-p-0-i1 I-e-H-b I-p-
BI-3-y-T H-a-C-e-K-O-M-bI-€, — MPOYJia JKeHIIMHA, TogHuMast B3nis1 Ha KoHcraHiuio cHoBa. — Tebe
HYXeH KaKOW-HUOYIb OTBAp IS 3TOr0? — ONAThH B3MJISA B KHUTY, — JI-a.

M3ompaa Betana, nporwia K 6osbiiomMy mkady u CKpbuiach B ero ABepsix. KoHcTaHIus 3aBo-
POXEHHO paccMaTpHiBalia e€, MOTOM MeIJICHHO TIOBEPHYJIaCh K KapTHHE Ha CTEHe W TPUIJISIIeNIach
K XO3sIiiKe JJoMa MOBHUMATeJIbHee.

UepHbie BOJIOCHI, ICBYIIIKA CTOUT, CJIerkKa MOBEPHYBIIMCH K KOHCTaHIMMU, ¥ CJIOBHO YTO-TO IETI-
yeT. Bokpyr ObLT h)OH OTTEHKA pO30BOro ¥ TeMHO-cuHero. [IpruMepHO nmocpequHe Kpacku CMeITBa-
JIVCh, YTO CO3/1aBaJIO BUJI TPaJIMCHTA.

Ora KapTHUHA CUJIBHO BHIJIEISIach Ha (poHe OJIEKJIBbIX CTeH goma. Ha mepBbiii B3I/ Ka3aioch,
Oy/ITO TO He KapTUHA BOBCE, a eIlie OHO MAJICHbKOE OKOIIIKO, BBIXO/ISINEE Ha IIBETYIIUN Cal.

— Jlymato, 9T0 IOJI)KHO IIOMOYb, — TPABHHUIIA YKe BBIIILIA 13 IKada 1 mpoTsaruBayia KoHcranmm
0aHOYKY C YeM-TO 3eJIEHbIM. [IeBoUKa, MpUHUMAs TETUTYIO KUIKOCTh, KUBHYJIA, U KaK-TO CKOMKaHO
no0JIaroiapuB X035MKY KecTamMu, yoexana.

HymeBHast 60J1b, KOTOPOW JAEeBOYKA MUTAACH €I B TOJACHb, IMOKa He MPOILIa, U MPOHIET
He OueHb ckopo. OHa BcE emé naBuia Ha TPyIb, MPEMATCTBYS JBIXaHUIO U CKUMas BCE OPraHbl
1o 6o B KocTsIX. KOHCTaHIMS yCKOpWIIach, TIOI03peBas, YTO Ha He€ CTPaHHO CMOTPAT U MCKOCa
METAIOT YCMEIIKH, HETOIYIOT.

[Mouemy, oHa TIOHATHUSA He MMesa. BHeIlTHe OHa HMKAaK HE OTIMYAeTCS OT HUX, HY, a BHYT-
peHHe... A KTo Oymer cMOTpeTh, uTo y TeOs BHyTpu? Eciv BHElIHe HMKAaK HE OTIMYACHIbCS, TO
Y B JIylly Te0e HUKTO He 3ariissHeT. Bapyr, momyMaioT, Thl M BHYTPH Takas ke, Kak BCe.

JlepeBo BOT-BOT MOKa3ajJI0Ch U3-3a TOpU30HTA, U KoHCTaHIMs, BB 32 TIpeaelibl AepeBHH,
ToIIa MeJJIeHHee, pacCMaTpUBasi )KUAKOCTh B PyKax.

Mesx1y TeM OHa pacCUMTHIBAJIA, B KAKOW MOMEHT JOJDKHA BBHIBETpUTHCS Ooib. [Ipemonoxu-
TEJILHO, 3aBTPa B MOJIJICHb, ITPOU/Is MOTHBIE CYyTKH. DTO HE TaK MHOTO, HO JIOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI C/Ie/IaTh
BCE JIeJ1a B 9TOM JIEPEBHE U YWUTH BOCBOSICH.

Ecmu ¢pusnueckas 6071 pacTeHHid MPOXOAMT 3a ToJIYaca, To AylIeBHas OOJb YeoBeka Oyaer
MIPOXO/IUTH B TeUEHHE CYTOK, MHOT/IA IaXe JIBYX.

JlepeBo BHIITIAAEIO OYeHb YOOro, HeCYaCTHbIE BETBU MCCOXJIM U TOYTH TIOJIOMAJIUCh, & CTBOJI
XOTb U OBUT TAKUM K€ 30POBBIM, HO BPETHBIX HACEKOMBIX CKPbIBaJIa KOpa, TaK YTO JIEPEBO JIOBOJBHO
CHJIBHO CTPaIajio.

Koncranmus OpbI3HYyJIa 3eJIeHOH KUIKOCTBIO Ha AepeBo. HeMHoro pacrepsiiack. A 4To Jienathb
nasnpine? JIUTh B KOPHH, Ma3aTh CTBOJI WJTU MBITATHCSI IPOHUKHYTH IO/ KOpY?

JleBouKka Ha BCAKUH ciTydait uicmpoOoBaia Kaxablid crioco0, 071aro, KUIKOCTH ObLIO MHOTO.

Korpga xe ona koHumnach, KoHcTaHuus mpocTo cena psAAoM C JEpeBOM U IMPUCTyLIaIach
K BETPY, KOTOPBIN KOJIbIXaJl BEPXYLIKH JIEPEBbEB, OCTABUB 3€MJII0 B ITOKOE.

[Nocne mokazanock, OynTo BeTep BCE-TAKM J0OpaAsCs JO 3eMJIM M YIOPHO INEBEHJI TPaBy,
3acTaBisis €€ NMpUATHO HIymeTb. Koca JeBOYKM cjerka pacrpemnanach, HO JIEHTa CHIENa Tak ke
IIPOYHO, KaK U TOI/A, KOrja €€ TOJIbKO MOBSA3AIIH.
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Kak e mpusiTHO nHOTa OmmMoOaThes B JIIOAAX. Koraa oxkumaenis 9To-To TUIOX0e, a HAaBCTpedy
UJET He4TO MpeKpacHoe U Jaxe Musioe. Koraa yke roroBUIlibCsl K caMOMy XY/IIEMY, a B UTOTe 3TO
Jake He TIPUTOXKIAETCS.

JleBouka BHe3armHO OTKpbLTa mia3a. [leped Hell BO3BBIMIAJCS CHIIYIT YeJOBEKa, MPUOIN3H-
TeJIbHO e€ Bo3pacTta. OH ¢ oA03peHreM pasrisiapiBai KoHcTaHIuI0, HE TOBOPS HU CJIOBA.

Koncranius xe Toxke HU4Yero cka3arh He MOIJIa, TO3TOMY CITIOKOMHO CMOTpEJia Ha Hero, OKuaast
ero perumku. OHa IaBHO yXe TIOHsJIa, YTO TO TOT CaAMbI MJIbUUK, OOJIb KOTOPOTO OHA BBIKpaJia
HECKOJIbKO YacoB Ha3ajl.

CMOTpeTh Ha HEro CHM3Y BBEpX ObLJIO HEMHOTO CTPaHHO, OCOOEHHO KOIjia HEKOTOPYIO YacTh
€ro JIMIIa CKPBIBAJIO 3aXOfsIlee CONHIle. 3aKara e He Obuto, HO Oosbinas 3Be3/a yxe Mmpeogosesa
3CHUT U IUIABHO JABUT'AJIACh K TOPU30HTY.

— Yro Thl Aenasia B MOeM JloMe? — CIIPOCHJI BAPYT OH OTYeTIMBO, M KOHCTaHIMs B3/1pOrHyia.

B otBer emy paznganoch Juiilb MOTYAHUE.

MEUIL‘II/IK, paCTpeHaHHbIﬁ Y UCIIAYKAHHBII MECTHOU IbUIBIO, MBITJIMBO pas3rjidAblBajl HE3HA-
KOMKY.

OHa xe, BAHOBATO OIYCTUB B3MJIsAl, Motyasa. [Tpogomkana momyarh.

— Hy u 4ero Tl MOTUHUIITL? — MAJBYUK HAXMYPUJICS.

KOHCT&HHI/IH YK€ MBICJICHHO U3BUHWJIACH MIEPE] HMUM Ha BCEX 3HAKOMBIX el A3bIKax U MOIpo-
CHJIA €ro MPOCTO OCTaBUTH €€ B MOKOE.

OH Bce elnie kJajl OTBETa, CTAHOBUWJICS BCE CypoBee C Kakaou cekyHaou. Korga xe oH yxe
MOWMMeET, YTO OHA HE MOKET pa3roBapuBath?!

JleBouka Me/IJICHHO MOJHSIa PYKH HAa OJJHOM YPOBHE CO CBOMM JIMIIOM M YKa3ajia Ha CBOU I'yOBl.
Mabuuk 3aMeTHI1, 4To €€ PyKU YeM-TO U3Ma3aHbl, U OH 3a4eM-TO MPEANOIOKIII, YTO OHA KONAJIACh
B 3emyie. OH Kazaicsl pactepssHHbIM. KoHcTaHIMs ke, MpoAokasi CMOTPETh eMy IpsIMO B TIJ1a3a,
nokavasia rojiopoii. CHOBa Ha TyObI — CHOBA Mokavasia. Toraa OH U MOHS.

— Thl XOuelb cKa3zaTh, YTO HE MOKELIb TOBOPUTh? — PACTEPSIHHO MPOTAHY/ OH. KoHcTaHums
3acusula M KuBHYyJa. — [Tpoctu.

I[eBqua OXHJaJia, YTO OH UBBUHUTCA U TYT KC yﬁIIGT, MEPUOANYIECCKHU MOTTIAABIBAsA YEPES IJICHO
Ha HEE M TOPECTHO B3/IbIXasl.

Ho BMecTo 3TOT0 OH TpHICe TOOAAbh OT He€ U YCTPEMUJI B3I Tiepe] COOOM.

— 3Haenib, Tl MEHs Hamyrajaa torga, — KOHCTaHIMS MEJTbKOM OKHHYJA ero OeCHOKOWMHBIM
B3IsA0M. — Toryia st ObLT y)KaCHO pacCTpoeH U nojiaBsieH. .. Cep/iie HblJIo, KOCTH €My B TaKT. YBUJIEB
TeOs1, 1 UCTIBITAJI HACTOSINNH TIOK. Ho, 4T0 camoe ymuBUTEIbHOE — MOSI HEBBIHOCHMAst OOJTh TTPOIILIA.
MHe faxe HEMHOTO CTBIIHO 3a 3TO. S Beqb 0O e€.

JleBouKa MBICJICHHO B3[0XHYJIa, OTMETUB TIPO ceOsl, UTO rOJIOC ero HeeCTECTBEHHO APOXKHT,
CJIOBHO OH BCE eIl€ UCTIBITHIBACT 3TH YyBCTBA, KOTOpPBIE OHa BNMTasa B ceOs. EE ke cepmie ceituac
yXke He O0JIeJIO TaK CHUJIBHO, CKOpee OTTOrO, YTO OHO OTBJIEKJIOCH OT TOPECTHBIX Pa3AyMHI O CMEPTH,
YeM OTTOro, 4To OO0Jb Hauasia IOHEMHOTY PACTBOPSITHCS.

OH nomosyasl, pa3misiibiBasi €€ YepHble BOJIOCHI, 3aIUIETEHHbIE B HEKOTJIa aKKyPaTHYIO KOCY
Y TOPBHKO B3JIOXHYJI, TIOBOPAYMBASICh U BHOBb CMOTPS TIepe]] COOOIA.

— TBoOM BOJIOCHI JIETKO Pa3MIsIETh B TOJIIE, TBOE KEITOE TIaThe CJIOBHO CBETUIIOCHh, HECMOTPSI
Ja’ke Ha TaKOW CBETJIBIN JIeHb. BhICTIeUTh TeOs B TaKOW MaJICHBKOU JepeBHE He OBUIO YeM-TO CIIOXK-
HBIM.

JleBouka BXkajia TOJIOBY B ILJIEUH, C TPYAOM OCO3HaBasl, UYTO BCE STO BpeMsl OH CJIeWII 3a Hel,
MpATAJICS B KyCTax, 32 JOMaMu, TePsUICs B TOJIIE, U BUE €€ OTOBCIOAY.

OpHako, HEMIPUATHO, KOT/Ia 32 TOOOU CIIe/IAT.

— Ecn He MoseIb cka3aTh, TO XOTs OBl MOKaKH, UTO THI Aej1ajia B MOEM J0OMe, — THXO, HO Tpe-
OoBaTeIbHO TIOMPOCKIT MaJTbUMK, IOMMAaB UCITyTaHHbBIN B3Ist KoHCcTaHIMN.

15



T. Muxesuu. «KoHcTanmmsa»

«3aBTpa, NOKaIyHCTa, 3aBTpa» — MOJIMJIA JEBOUKA, OTBOPAYMBASICh M PACCMATPUBASI MAJIbIIbI
CBOMX pyK. KOCTAIIKYM 3arps3HMIMCDH, KOT/Ia OHA TBITANACh TMPOHUKHYTD JIQJIOHBIO TTOJ KOpY, YyB-
CTBYSI, UTO 3T JBMKEHHSI TPUHOCAT HOBYIO OOJb IEPEBY, UTO 3TO ObUIO OBl OTIIMYHBIM [IIAHCOM TIPO-
r10TUTh 60JTB orpoine. Ho 6011k 3Ta Tak U pacTBOpMIIach B SAOBUTOM KHUCIIOPO/E, HE JIOJETEB /IO JIeT-
kux KoHcraHimm.

[Manbiel BBIMIAAEN Tak, OyATO OHA HE Tak JaBHO pbUIA MMU 3eMII0. [IeBOUKe BAPYT CTAJIO
npotuBHO. Kak oHa paHbllie He 3aMeTHIIa, UYTO €€ PyKH B TAKOM cocTosiHMM? OHa Havyajia pacTuparh
UX B HaJieKae yOpaTh Ipsi3b.

— Xopol110, — HEOKUAAHHO U3PEK MAJIbYMK, BCTaBasl. — [1o 3aBTpa Thl MOXEIIb MOAYyMaTh, YTO
Y KaK Thl MHE paccKaxelb, — KoHCTaHIIMs1, BHOBb 3aKUTasich, KUBHYIA. — BCTpeTMest OKOJIO 3TOro
JiepeBa B MOJI/IEHb, JIAJHO?

[Tapy sHepruyHbBIX KMBKOB COIILIM 32 «Ja». MaJIbuuK, yJIOBJI€TBOPEHHBIN, TOIIEN B IEPEBHIO
U JJake HU pa3y He 0OepHYJICs, YeM onsATh n3yMus KoHcTaHimio.

Ona e, IpofoJIKash HEMOABMKHO CHIETh Ha CBOEM MecTe, UYyBCTBOBaja BCEM CBOMM HYT-
POM, UTO OIMHOKOE JIePEeBO BbI3JOpaBIuBaeT. M3myyaemast O0ib Tak k€ HbLIA U MPOCHIIACH B JIeT-
KHe K JIeBOUKE, HO, HOBBIX paH, MO-BUIMMOMY, He MOSIBIIsLIOCh. KOHCTaHIMs OblTa JOBOJIBbHA COOOM
Y 3TUM JHEM B IIEJIOM.

Korga cremneno, u CKBO3b CyMEpKH yke HHUYEro Helb3s ObUIO PasIyisifieTh B paauyce MsATH
MeTpoB, KoHCTaHIIMS NOIITa JOMO.

E€ cepatie GerieHo KOMOTUIIOCh, KOT/Ia OHA MPOXOMIIA MEMO JIOMa TOTO MaJIburKa, OIHA MBICITh
0 HEM HaBOJIMJIA KaKYI0-TO TOCKY. OH HCTIBITaT 04eHb CUIIbHYIO 00J1b, KOTOpOi KoHCTaHIMs Tak X1aj-
HOKPOBHO €ro0 JIIIAIA. DTO HE eMy JOJIKHO OBITh CTHITHO, a ei. Beé-Taku, Kakoi Obl CriacUTe TbHU-
el oHa ceOsl He YyBCTBOBAIA, el ObUIO He 10 ce0e OT TOM MBICH, YTO WHOT/A, IJI0Task 0O0Mb, OHA
JIMIIAET JIIOAEN COBECTH.

JloM Kazajcsi OIMHOKMM CKYYHBIM CTPOEHHEM, MOjjie KOTOPOro He HAXOAWJIOCh IIMKAPHOTO
cajia Uiy XOTsI Obl YUCTOM JTyKalKH. JleBouka 101ro Oponia BOKPYT JOMUKA, OKUAast TOJTHOW TeM-
HOTBHI U TIOSIBJICHU ST 3BE3].

3Be3apl OTHIONb He ycrokauBaiu e€. HaoOopoT, pasmisipiBasi UX, OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO
Bpofie OECIOKOMCTBA U BOCXHIIEHUs1. MHOrHe JIIoAM BUIEIN B 3Be3THOM HeOe KpacoTy u Oe3omac-
HoCTb. [la, 3Be3/1bl ObUTH KpacuBble. HO rae B HUX MOXKHO pasriisieTh 0e30MacHOCTh? 3Be3/Ibl BHI3bI-
BaJIM JIUIIb BOCXUIIIEHNE U KAKOW-TO KMBOTHBIHN CTpax. DT0O ObLI OECKOHEUHBIH OKEaH CO CBETSIIH-
MHUCSI ppIOKaMH, KOTOpPbIE, HECOMHEHHO, B3PBIBAIMCh, KaK T10 1IerovKe. B3ppIBauch 1 magaim.

Houb HuKOr/I2 He OblIa CIIOKOMHBIM BpeMeHeM. A ropsiiiFie TOYKH B TEMHOM HeOe erie Oosblie
N00aBJISIM BOTHEHU I U OECIMOKONCTBA. 3Be3/IHOe He0O0 ObUIO0 HEBOOOPA3MMO IITyOOKHUM, OBLIO OIIIY-
IIEHK e, YTO OHO BOT-BOT 3aTsIHET TeOsl B ceOs1 M HUKOT/Ia He BEPHET Ha 3eMJTIO.

B 3TOM 11 6BIJIO TO GECITOKOMCTBO, KOTOpOE YyBcTBOBaa KoHCTaHIHS.

Jleno, 3acTaBuBIIEe e OCTaThCsl 3[eCh JOJIbIIE MOJIOKEHHOTO CpoKa, ObLIo cenano, 1 KoH-
CTaHIIMS MOTJIA yXKe C yTpa YUTH OTCIOIa ¥ IPOJOJIKUTD IyTh K YEMY-TO HEOHSATHOMY, K YeMy BeJjla
ee cama cynpoa.

Ho Bce 6bu10 0THIONB HEMPOCTO. CI0XHO BBISIBUTD TY CaMyI0 HUTh, TO CAMOE, YTO He TIO3BOJISIIO
Koncranim yoesxarh, X0Ts1 Obl IPOCTO YWTH, STO HEUTO AEPKAaJO e, 3aCTaBJIsIIO CTOATh Ha MecCTe,
CJIOBHO TaK M HaJI0 ObLJIO. 3HAYMT JIM 3TO, UTO JICUSHHUE JIepeBa, Ha KOTOPOE OHA OTPaTHIIa HECKOJIBKO
IHEHN — COBCEM He TO JIeNI0, KOTOpoe AepXkaio (Wi, TOYHee, BCe ellle JepKUT) ee?

ITO pacCTpOMIIO AEBOYKY, U MPH NIEPBBIX 3BE3/1aX OHA BOIILIA B JIOM, IOHYPO OIMYCTUB TOJIOBY.

CHavasna yTpo OKpBUIMIIO €€, HAMEKHYJIO, JaJio JIOKHYIO HaZeXk Iy, YTO OHa CBOOOIHA U MOXET
UJITH OTCIOJIA HA BCE YEThIPE CTOPOHBI, HO CTOMJIO JIEBOYKE BCTATh C KPOBATH, KAaK YyBCTBO BUEPAIITHEH
0€3bICXOTHOCTH BEPHYJIOCh CHOBA.

KoHcraH1us noHukia copcem, 00JIb TOro MajiburKa U ee COOCTBEHHAs AYIIMIIN €€, HO BO3IyXa
[JIOTHYTh OHA He pemiaiack. [la, coOcTBeHHass O0b OT yTpaThl IO CHUX IMOP HE OCTaBHJIA €€, XOTs
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MPOIILJIO HE MHOTUM OKOJIO JIBYX JIeT. [ KOro-To 3TOT CPOK HMUTOXHO MaJl, HO, 1ist KoHcTaHmu
9TH ABa roja ObUTH JJTUHOIO B TIEJTYIO KU3Hb.

Ecnm kaxaplii pa3 gymarh 00 OJIHOM U TOM ke, TO BCKOpPE 3TO JIMOO MPHOOpETaeT HOBBIE KPACKH,
COOBITHSI U IETANH, TMOO HaJJ0eJaeT COBCEM.

Nwmenno nostromy KoHcTan1us He Moryia 60J1bIiie ymMath 00 OTIIE, ero CMepTh ObLIa €10 10 JbIP
MpoAayMaHa, iepeayMaHa u qonymMana. Ero skect, B3I, c1oBa — BCe OTIEYaTaloch B €€ TOJIOBe TakK
OCTPO U YETKO, YTO OHa, ke CITyCTs CTOJILKO JIeT, He HaIlpsIraJiach, YTOOBI BCTIOMHUTB 3TO.

Omna Oosblnie He yrayomsiach B JeTad ero CMepTH, el ObLJIO JIOCTATOYHO JIUIIh KOPOTKOTO:
«OH ymep».

PaznymbiBast 000 BceM 3ToM, KoHCTaHIIMS He crielia HarpaBisyiach K IepeBy, MpeaBapUTETbHO
3aXBaTUB C COOOW €MHCTBEHHYIO B €€ CyMKe KHHTY, KOTopas yxke ObUla IMOpBaHa B HEKOTOPBIX
MecTax, crepra ¥ nomsita. OHY JIOTOBOPHIIMCH BCTPETUTHLCS B TOJIIEHB, K TOMY BpeMeHu KoHcTaHus
yXke JIOJDKHA OyJeT oOpecTu CliocCOOHOCTh TOBOPHTS.

JlepeBo, HecMOTpsI Ha €ro BBI3JOPOBJIEHHE, BCE eIlIe BHITTISAACIIO OMSITHIM, KAKMM-TO ITOJIOMaH-
HBIM ¥ OY€Hb BETXUM.

JleBouka MeIJIeHHO TIOIXOMIIa K HeMY, ¢ OOJIerdeHueM OTMedasi, 4To O0JIb YTHXaeT ¥ BCKOpe
OHa CMOXeT 3aplaTh. Eil yke Tak HaJ0e10 NpUTBOPATHCS HEMOW U BBIKPYUMBATbCS U3 CUTYalUN
BeChbMa CTPAHHBIMH CIIOCOOAMM, HO BBIOODP MEsKIy OOJbIO ¥ BO3AYXOM OBUI CJIMIIKOM oueBHaeH. OHa
MOTJIa He JIBIIIATh 0 TPEX CYTOK, JOJIbIIIe TIOKa He MPoOOBaia, OmbITa eie He Obi10. KakIpiil Takoi
pa3 oHa cTapaach OOJIbIIIe TIepeIBUTaThCs, YTOOBI JIUIIIHUIN pa3 He KOHTAKTHPOBATh ¢ JoapMu. OHU
MMEJTY Ay PHYIO IPUBBIYKY CHaYaJIa CIIPAITNBATh, TOTOM I'pyOO0 OBTOPSITH CBOM BOITPOC, 4 Y3HAB MPO-
01eMy — MPUCTBIKEHO U3BUHATHCS U YXOIUTh, PACTEPSHHO OTJISABIBASCE.

Mautburk moKa3ajcsl CIyCTs] HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, €r0 JaJIeKU CHITYyST ObLT e1Ba BUIECH CKBO3b
KYCTBI, POCIIIE BOKPYT JepeBa U OPOH MperpaxkIaioliye MyTh HeBUHHBIM CTPAHHUKAM.

Ero HecnenmHas moxoska, yJlIoxkeHHbIE BOJIOCHI, BBIMJIAKEHHAS ONIEKIa — BCE BBIIABAJIO B HEM
YXOKEHHOCTb U TIIATENILHYIO TIOATOTOBJICHHOCTh K 3TOW BCTpEYe.

— Hy, — npoGopmoTat oH, pa3risapBasi ee Bce TO ke KeIToe C MATHOM IIaThe, OPOCHIT B3IJISI]T
Ha KHUTY, 32)KaTyio B JIOKTe.

KoHcranus packpbuia KHUTY U, TIOA3bIBasi ero K cede, yKaszasa majiblieM Ha OykBbl. Yurai
MaJIbYUK MEJICHHO, BUAUMO, TOJIBKO YUHJICS, U TIPUXOAUIIOCH BOJWTH MAJIbIIEM KaK MOKHO MeJ|JIeH-
Hee, JIEBOYKa 3[1eCh SICHO OIIyIIaia yXOAsIIee BIYCTYIO BpeMsl.

[Mpountap mepBoe: «s He XoTena TeOs HaMyraTh», MaJbUMK 3aayMaJiCs, YCTaBHBIIUCH
Ha JepeBo.

— Ho uTo %e TbI TOra xotena? — Crpocui OH, MONMaB ee B3I/,

KoHcTaH1us oIycTrIa roJIOBY B KHUTY U, TyMast HaJl ITPeJIokKeHNeM, 3aCThiia. MaJlbuuK BAPYT
ceJl ¥ B3IJISTHYJI Ha Hee CHU3Y BBepX. [lake oTcroa oHa OblTa XpyIKOU, MaJIeHbKOH JIEBOYKOM, KOTOpast
He I10 rojiam OblIa YMHA U He MO-JeTCKU 00asiTe/bHa.

Bckope KoHcraHius u cama mnpucera, MoIkaB HOTY TIOT ceOs ¥ C/IeNIaBIINCh ellle HeBUHHEE.

Kaxkoii 611 061 y Hee rosioc? Hesxubiit, imyxoi? [umsmuii, netckuii? Vinu B3pociibiid, HO TION-
HBIN JIETCKOW HAaMBHOCTH?

Mautbuuk B3IpOTHYJI, YBHUJIEB €€ Majell CHOBa B JBMKeHUU. OH OMATh MPOCISIWI 32 HUM
1 cpopMyITMpOBaIT PEJIOKEHHUE:

— 41 mpocTto xoTena MoCMOTPETh, YTO CIIYyUYMIIOCh, HO BUMMO 3allIa CIMIIKOM JajieKo, — Ipo-
OOpMOTaJT OH, TIPUKJIAIBIBAS MANIBITBI K TOAO0poaKy. — Ho Beap. .. Hudero He ciyamiock.

KoHcTantuss BAPYr BCKHMHYJIA TOJIOBY, TIOTOMY UTO €€ CepIlle BIPYr eKHYJIO C HEBEPOSITHOM
OO0JIBI0 ¥ MYPAIITKU OKATHITU BOJIHOM BCE TeJI0, 3aCTaBJIsAsl B3IpOrHyTh. OHa pacTepssHHO TIOCMOTpeia
Ha MaJIbYMIIKY, HE B CHJIaX UTO-JIMOO C/Ie/iaTh ¥ BHOBb YCTaBUJIACh B KHUTY.

Benneiii, 6enHbiil pedeHoK. OH 1a)e He MOXKeT MOIJIAKaTh 32 CBOEr0 MEPTBOI'O POJICTBEHHUKA,
MOTOMY YTO 3Ty caMyio O0JIb y Hero oTHsUTU. [leBoUKe BAPYT CTAJIO MPOTUBHO OT CaMoOu ceOsl.
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Ona xotesna OblJI0 OOBSCHUTH CUTYAIIUIO, HO OH OTNEPENII €€ BOIIPOCOM:

— Kak T1e6s 30ByT?

Koncranmus nokasana eMmy cBoe UMsI, OH KUBHYJI, TIOYTH HEBUAUMO YJIBIOHYBIIIUCH.

KoncTanmus ke, 3aCMyIIaBIIKCh, OTJIOKIIA KHUTY U MBICJICHHO PelIria, YTO Ha BOIPOCHI €r0
oTBevaTh Oosbiie He OyaeT. [1ycTh XOTh B KJIOUbSI €€ IMOPBET.

OH ke, HalPOTUB, CTaJI TOBOPUTH O ceOe, BHYTPEHHE MOHMMAs, YTO HAIIIe]I OTIMYHOTO CITyIIIa-
TeJIs.

— XoporieHbkoe uMsi. MeHst ke Bce 30ByT ®peji, M 4eCTHO, 51 He OUeHb JII0OII0 3TO UMsl, U0
OHO HAIIOMHMHAET MHE O MOEH MPOIUION KU3HHU, a OHA BBIIAJIACH OYEHb IIOXOM.

OH Ha mapy CeKkyH] 3amMoI4all, BUIUMO OXHJAs KAKOW-TO PEakIMh OT JeBOYKH, HO BCIIOM-
HWI, YTO HUYEro, KpOMe KaKOro-HUOYIb BBIPA3UTEILHOTO B3MJIsAJA M TIOHMMAIOIIETO MOMTYAHUs OH
HE JTOXKJETCH.

KoHcTaHIMio 1 He MHTEpecoBaJa ero «Ipoliast KIU3Hb». la qaxe ecau Obl U UHTEPecoBaa,
OHa He cMorJia Obl ero TOMPOCUTH, YTOOBI OH paccKazal 00 3TOM ToIoapoOHee.

— ¥V meHs ymeprna cobaka, o KOTOpOW s TOpeBas IeJIbIX JIBa MecsIia, MOTOM Mama yoeska
Ky/a-TO, MaTh TOBOPWJIA, YTO HA BOKMHY, HO SI-TO HE TJIyIIbIiA, BOWHBI HUKAKOW U HUT/IE He ObLJIO TOT/a,
MPOCTO MaMa MeHsI paccTpouTh He xorena. OH ke MPOCTO yMep OT KaKOW-TO CTPaHHOW OOJIe3HH.
Mawma. .. Toxe 3apa3uiach eu.

KoHcTanmuss XoTea MOHMMAIOIIE B3JI0OXHYTh, HO BOBpeMsl CIOXBaTWJIach M JIAIIb Opocuiia
MeYaTbHBIN B3MJISA HA €ro YJOXEHHbIE BOJIOCHI, KOTOpBIE OT COJIHIIA TIEPEeMBAIMCh OPAHKEBBIM,
TJTABHO MEePEXO/Isl B KEJThIM.

— 4 ocrasicst ¢ Mamoii oiiH, OHa Bcera Oblia TPYCTHA, KaK. . . — OH 33 JyMaJICsl, TOIOMpasi CJIoBa,
1 cIydaiiHO Opocui B3misia Ha KoHcTaHIMIo, KOTOpast Bce ele ceToBaia Ha ceOs U kajesa ero, —
KaK BOT THI ceituac. M Tak Kaxplil JeHb. 3UMON OHa 3a0oJielia, 4yTh He yMepJIa, s ejie € BHIXOIWIL.
BeI30poBeTh, KOHEUHO, TIOJTHOCTBHIO OHA HE CMOIJIA, HO, TI0 KpalHel Mepe, OblTa Ha HOrax | 1o ee
CJIOBaM YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 «KaK PaCITyCTUBIIMIACS OyBaHUYMK>». JIETOM OHa BHOBB CJIeT/Ia, ¥ BOT, KaK
THI TeNlepb 3Haelllb, CJIerla HACOBCeM, — OH OISTh 3aMOJTYall, He BbIpakas HUKAKUX SMOIIUH, B TO
BpeMs Kak KoHcTaHIus gepkanach 13 MOCASTHUX CUJT, YTOOBI HEe 3aPEBETh.

Ecnmu yrpoM ka3anock, 9to 60Jb MPOXOAMT, TO CeiYac OHA HACTYIMJIA CHOBA, OTKPbUIA BTOPO
3aJIMI 10 ee JyIile, KOTopask XOTh M OblIa 3aKajieHa TaKUM KOJTMYECTBOM Pa3IMIHON 00U, HO BCE ke
Tpelaa 1o mBaM M BbJIa MO THM CaMbIM 3ayrioM. KoHCTaHIMS 1ake He 3Haia UMEHU STOW KeH-
IIMHBI, HO OIUIAKMBAJIa ee Tak, OyATo Obl OHA ObLTa €e HACTOSINEH MaTephlo.

®pen rryOOKO B3IOXHYJ U BCTAJL

— Hy, s BronHe y3Han Bce, uto xotel. [loimy-Kka s1, — OH HeyBepeHHO 3armarai Brepea. — Erme
yBugumMcst, KoHcranmms.

JleBouKa elre He MOTIJIa YCTIOKOUTBCS, €€ PyKU MEJIKO TPSCIIVICH, a Ha IJ1a3a MOACTYIAIH CJIe3bl.
Ho, HecMoTps Ha 3TO, OHA TIO/IHSIIA TOJIOBY M CKBO3b TEJICHY CJie3 pasryisblBaia YXOASIIEro BIaIb
MaJIbYUIIKY, IMSI KOTOPOTO TaK €My He HPaBUTCS.
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2 rmaBa. Ciiomb 4 pAAOM

Tol He 6vIMOABUML HU CA0BA, He NpPU308EUlb HU Hebecd, HU
npeucnodnwio. bydews yuumocs u npousemams. Moauu, dous. H ocmaseaiics
8 JHCUBDIX.

Imu Xapmon «Ilmuuka u meu»

K Beuepy 3amerHo moxonopano. KoHcTaHius mpocujena BCIO OCTAaBIIYIOCS TMOJOBUHY JTHS
BO3JIE JIepeBa, MOATUPAJIa HACTYMAIOIIUE CIIe3bl U 10 00U Kycasia ryosl. [Totom coOpasack v nornia
TIOMOW.

CeropHs1, BEpOSITHO, €€ TIOCJICJHAN JIeHb 3]1eCh, TAK YTO CTOUJIO ObI KaK CJIeyeT MO POIIaThCs
CO BCEMU.

JloMm ee Teneph BHIIVISIIE OCUPOTEBILIUM, OMTUHOKKM, KaK cama ero BpeMeHHasi X03sIiKa.

KoHcTanius HeoXHUIaHHO BCIIOMHMIIA, KOTZIA OHA BIIEpBbIE ero yBujena. Torma, mpu cBete
IHS1, OH TIOKa3aJicsl el COBCEM He OMHOKUM, a HalPOTHB, BEIMYECTBEHHBIM COOPYKEHHUEM, BaXKHBIM
JOMOM BO BcCell IepeBHe.

Ero kpbliia geficTBUTENHHO ObLTa BBIIIE, YeM KPBIIIN PSIIOM CTOSIIMX JOMOB, HO IOYEMY-TO
MMEHHO B CyMEpKHU, KOTJla B BO3JyXe CJIOBHO BUTAET JIbIM, KPBIIIA JOMa 3aMETHO YMEHbIIAIACh, OH
CTAHOBWJICSI HMIKE, a TIOTOMY U BBITJISIAE OOUHOKUM CapaiiuMKOM.

KoHcraHImio oM BiycTui B ce0s1, He 3a0bIB IPUTPETh €€ MPOXJIaHbIE MEKH U OJIe/ICHEBIINE
nasiblbl pyK. JleBouka ycrano mpoceMeHusa K CTyy, YTo ObUT €MHCTBEHHBIM MTPeaMeTOM MeOeH,
Ha KOTOPOM MOXHO TIocuzeTh. KpoBaTh COBceM Ha KpoBaTh He MOXO/MIIA, 3TO OblIa POCTast Kydka
CeHa C MOCTEJICHHBIM CBEPXY YbMM-TO ofiesyioM. HecMOTpst Ha Takue COMHUTE bHBIE yI00cTBa, KoH-
CTaHIIH JIETKO MOIJIa CO3/1aTh cede u3 OecpopMeHHOM Kyuu Xopoiiee Jioxe. [locTaTouHO ObLIO JHIITb
3aBEPHYTHCS B OAESIIO U 3aPHITHCS B CEHO.

Kauasicy Ha cTyne, 1eBOUKa pa3MbIlIUIsiia, YTO CTOUT JefaTh Jaibiine. Bot, oHa pazobpasiach
C MaJIbYMKOM, C JEPEBOM — JOJKHO K€ €€ YKe YTO-TO OTITYyCTUTh?

OHa, 4yBCTBY$1, UTO BCE-TAKM ITO YTO-TO €€ HE OTITYCKAET, JIEIJIa Ha KpPOBaTh M PEIIna, 4TO
yTPO Beuepa MyjapeHee, caMo Bce YIsKeTcsl. XOTs BCe e YTO-TO €€ TATOTUJIO.

[TpocHyTbCS1 paHO YTPOM Y AEBOYKH MOJIYy4Yasloch BCeraa, HO He B TOT pa3. BcraB Ha miaraio-
IIMXCS HOTaX U MPOKOBBUISIB K MOYTH pa3BajuBllIeMycs KaMuHy, KoHcTaHIIMs cena psaoM ¢ HUM
Y HONbITaNach CPOPMYIUPOBATH MEPBbIE MBICIIH.

Bonp mpomnia Tonbko ceiiyac, AeBOYKa TIIATENbHO IMpoBepuia 3To. Bosbiiie Huuero ee
HE IYIIUJIO, HUYEro He JaBUJIO U He HbUIO.

Koncranius BHOBb BCTala W, pasrisabiBas OKHO mepen coOou, B3loxHyJa. Kazamock, oHa
He JieJiajia TOro yxe IIeNTyI0 HeJlesTio, ee ToJIoBa BAPYT 3apadoTaia, aaBasi (opy JIIoOOH ObICTPO CKa-
YyHieu JIOIaIu.

Tak e Mo OIIyIIEHUsIM OHA, HAKOHEll, MTOHSIA, YTO HEeYTo, JIepXkKaBliee ee 3/1eChb, OTIYCTUIIO
ee, 3aCTaB/IAs1 UATH JaJIbIIlE.

Ho npexze, yem Kyaa-To UITH, HY’)KHO KYIUTh €Ikl B TyTh. JleHer ObUIO JOCTaTOYHO, HO Jiep-
kaTb ux y cedst KoHCTaHIIMM OBbUTO B TSTOCTB, €€ ITI0KIIIO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO, IOIOOHOE CTHITY, KOTO-
POE 3aCTaBJISIO ee TO pa30pachBaThCs JIEHBraMK, UTOOBI HE BUJIETh UX OOJIbIIIE y ceOsl, TO Ha00OpOT,
CKYIIO OT/IaBaTh [0 MOHETKE U KaK MOKHO ycepliHee SKOHOMUTDb ux. KoHe4yHo ke, Hu B MepBOM, HU
BO BTOPOM CJIyyae Ha JIEHbI'M JIEBOUKAa CMOTPETh HE MOIJIa. A BCe U3-3a TOro, YTO JIaBHO, KOIja ee
OTell yMep, ¥ OHA OCTaJIach OJIHA, €l HYKHO OBbUIO cOeKaTh OTCIO/IA, YTOOBI OOJTbITIE HUKOT/IA HE BU/IETh
storo goma. Ho cOexarh ¢ mycThIMM KapMaHAMHU HEU3BECTHO Kyla — CaMOYOUICTBO, MO3TOMY €W
MIPUIILIOCH B3Th CEMENHBIE IEHbI'M, 3aIachl €/Ibl U YUTH HABCer/a.
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Ena He Oblia 4eM-To BakHbIM 11 KOHCTaHIMu, 9T0 ObUIA JIUIIL MaJIeHbKasI JIETAJTb JIJIs1 XOPO-
e padoThl MO3ra.

[TpoxuTh 0Ha Mora u 6e3 eibl, a BOT O0e3 00Nu B JIeTKUX — HUKaK. Kucinopon u ega — 1o, 4to
3aCTaBJIsIO ee MO3T KuTh. Ho KMCIOpo B OOJBIIOM KOJIMYECTBE MOT IPUHECTH €l Bpejl, TI03TOMY
ABIIIATH MTPUXOIMIIOCH Yepe3 pa3, UM TOJIBKO KO/ e/Ibl KaTacTpo(pUIecKu He XBaTaio.

Ha cyO00THe# sipmapke ObUIO JOBOJIBHO MHOTO TIPOJOBOJILCTBUSA, MPUYEM B XOPOIIIeM Kade-
crBe. Ho u neHer takoe kauecTBO TpeOOBaJIO MHOTO.

KoHcTaHIMs MPOTUCHYIACh MUMO KaKMX-TO 3€BaK U BILIOTHYIO MOJIONLIA K TIPUJIABKY C sI0JI0-
kamu. OHU ObUIM CJIETKa MOMSTHI B HEKOTOPBIX MECTaX, HO 3TO ObLIO JIMIIb MAJICHBKUH J1e(heKTOM,
Ha KOTOPBII BCEM ObLIIO HAILICBATD.

KoHcTaHIms Kynuiia MoJIII0KHHB sI0JIOK U MPOIIUIA K CIIEAYOIEMY TOPrOBILY, KOTOPBIA B 9TOT
pa3 MokasbiBaj BCEM MaJIeHbKHe OaHOUYKHU Mefia.

— MosxHo MHe ojiHy? — KprKHY/Ia KoHCTaHIMsl, BHOBb OKa3aBIIIMCh Y CAMOTO HOCA KYIIIIA.

OH, MOKa3bIBasi BCIO CBOIO OBICTPOTY M TUIABHOCTb, TIOAAJ ICBOYKE MeJl M TIPHHSLI cepedpo.

Jlerko mpoOTUCHYBLIMCH CKBO3b TONITY, KOHCTaHIIMS OKa3anach Ha CBOOOJHOM KJIOYKE 3eMIIH.
Jlionu, CJIOBHO Y4eM-TO JIBHKUMBbIE, OOXO/IMIIM 3TO MECTO, CO3JaBasi HEKUI MyCTOM KPYT.

KoHcTaHIuMs 3aceMeHnIa Mpoyb, paccMaTprBasi I0JI0KK U MeJ] U PaysiCh, YTO BBIIILIO KYIHUTh
TOJIBKO CJIIOCTH, KOTOpPBIE YIydIlIaiyd paboTy MO3ra B HECKOJIBKO Pas.

Pyka HeyBepeHHO KOCHYJIACh 3aIlsICThs M OTsIHY/Ia. KOHCTaHIMsI B3IpOrHyia, BAPYT JepHYJIach
B IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY, OJTHOBPEMEHHO TIOBOPAYKBasi TOJIOBY.

®pes, TOT caMblii MAJIBYKK CO CBETIIBIMH BOJIOCAMH, CMOTPEJI € IMPSIMO B IJ1a3a HEMHOTO UCITY-
raHHO, HO C HEKOM JKECTKOCTBIO.

OT HEOXUIAHHOCTH OHA YyTh HE BBIPOHWIIA CYMKY C SIOJIOKAMH M MEJIOM.

KoHcTaHIMs X0Tena 4ro-To ClpOCUTh, HO BCIOMHUJIA, YTO VIS HEr0 OHA — Hemasl.

— Tbl, — POTSAHY MAJIbUMIIIKA, OCTIA0JISIS XBAaTKY, HO He TIepecTaBasi JIepKaTh, — Thl TOJIBKO YTO
ceiyac 4To-To roBOpuUJIA.

o Teny neBouKM MpoOekaau Mypaliku, CepALe eKHYJIO U 3a0UIIOCh CUITbHEE.

Omna npofoskasia MOTJaTh, HaMpsirasi BCe aKTEPCKOe MacTepCcTBO, clieiaia BUjl, YTO He IOHU-
MaeT, 0 yeM oH. Ppesl cHavasla CBEpJIWII ee B3IVISIOM, OKUIasi XOTh CJIOBA, a MIOTOM OTITYCTHII ee
PYKY 1 IpOOOPMOTAJT:

— Moxer, 310 OblJIa HE THI. ..

KoHcTaHms KMBHYIA, coOpaiach UIATH, Ja TOIBKO Ppes o-TIpekHeMY HANPsSKEHHO CMOTPET
Ha Hee, MbITasICh YTO-TO BCTIOMHHUTb.

Bapyr oH OTBepHYJICS U CTaJl paccMaTpUBaTh MUMO NIPOXOoAsNuMX Jioned. Toprosen, y KOTo-
poro KoHcraHIus MoKynasia Mes, JICHUBO OIVISIBIBAJT Hapop B3risjgoMm. Ppex mopomien K Hemy
Y HECKPOMHO TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— MasteHbKkuii cripoc y Bac, HaBepHoe, Ha MefI-T0?

Bonpoc 3Byuan ckopee yTBEpAMTENIBHO, YeM BOMPOCUTENIBHO M MYXKYMHA TPHUHSLIT 3TO KaK
OCKOpOJIeHue.

— Huuero nogo6Horo! Y MeHs1 MHOTO NOKyTaTtesie, pUYeM J0BOJIBHO COCTOSITEIbHBIX.

®pe MBICIEHHO COTJIACHIICS, YBU/IEB IIEHY.

— A ObIBaeT JiM y Bac Takoe, UTO BbI 320bIBACTE CBOMX MOKYIATEJIeH B JIUIO0? — MY)XUMHA HAXMY-
PUJICS, ¥ MAJIBUMIIIKA TIOCTICIINIT yTOUHUTB: — BAPYT KTO-TO YTO-TO y Bac 3a0y/IeT, a Bbl [IOTOM HE CMO-
JKeTe BCIIOMHUTD, KTO 3TO OBLI.

Kyner nmpucraibHO pasriisIbiBajl MO MATBYHIIKH, TIOTOM BIPYT BOCKJIUKHYJT:

— a 6bITh Takoro He Morio! S Bcex 37ech 3HAIO HE TO, YTO B JIMIIO, a JaXe M0 NMeHH !

— XOopoI110, HO KaK HACYeT 4yKaKoB, YTO 3a0pe/laloT B 3Ty JACPEBHIO?

®pen Bapyr obepHysics U o0HapyxuiI, uTo KoHcTanms ncuesna. Xots, 4yero oH oxugan? OHa
McYe3aeT TaK ke HeOKUJIAaHHO, KaK U TOSIBIISICTCS.
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— V Hac Her 4ykakKoB.

— U Bce xe?

My:x4rHa BHOBb ycTaBuiics Ha Ppena, moTrpast NaibliaMy MogO0POIOK.

— Hy, ecim Bapyr u OyayT, TO onucaTh 51 UX CyMelo, — BbIal HaKOHell OH. — [laMATh y MeHs
OTJIMYHASL.

— Ommnuno. Ckaxure, ObUIa JIM TYT Y Bac JIGBOYKA, TaKas, C YSPHOW KOCOM U B JKeJITOM ILIa-
The? — Ppe; HEMHOTO 3aMelIKasICs, TPEeX/Ie YeM CKazaThb TO.

Kymerr onisath, yke B KOTOpHIN pa3, MPUHSIICS JyMaTh, pa3ryisaAblBas MaJbUMIIKY.

— Taxk 3710 He uykak xe. OHa 37eCh yKe JaBHEHbKO KUBET.

— 3HayuT, OblIa 30eCh?

— Jla, Takas O6buta. TOJIBKO UTO.

®pen MBICIEHHO BBIIOXHYJI.

— Ckaxwurte, OHa roBOpuJia ¢ BaMu?

— EcrecTBeHHO! — BBIKPHKHYJ MYKUYMHA, HO BUIIS HEOBEPUYMBBHIN B3IVIS]I MAJIbUUKa, MOSIC-
HWI: — Y Hee elle roioc ObUT TAKMM TOHKHMM, HO HE PE3KUM, KaK y BCEX AeTeH, a MSATKUM, CJIOBHO
el He JecCATh JIET, a BCe MATHAALATD.

®pen KUBHYI M, IOONIAroIapuB MYKUMHY cepeOpoM, HalpaBWICS K cBoeMy joMy. [1o myTtu
K JIOMY OH pa3MbIIUISII, TIOUYEMY OHa MPUTBOPHJIACH HEMOU M Oblia Ji 3T0 BooOIe oHa? Ha cioBo
KYIIIy BEPUTh OH HE OUEHb-TO XOTEJI.

Tenepp, Korma Bce MPOSICHUIOCh, MAJbUMK HE XOTeN YIIyOJsThCs BO BCE 3TO, HO BHUIUMO,
cyapOa perimia nHave.

OH onsate yBuaen KoHcranuio, KoTopasi, CUis Ha TpaBe, HECIOKOMHO 03Mpajia OKPECTHOCTH.

Manbuuk, ciaerka OOMKeHHBIH, MOTBITAJICS MPOUTA MUMO Hee, JJake He IS/ B €€ CTOPOHY,
HO €ro 3arsicTbe ObUIO PEe3KO CXBaY€HO, YTO 3aCTABHJIO €0 OCTAHOBUTHCS M B3IJISTHYTh Ha TMepexBar-
YHKa.

JleBouka, He MeHee UCITyraHHO, YeM OH, pacCMaTpHBaJia ero JIMIO 1 Kojedanach.

— Y10 Takoe? — HEMHOTO IrpyOO MMOUHTEPECOBAJICS OH, 3aCTHIB.

— IMomoru mue, — mportenTaia Koncranuusi, foctaBasi MaJeHbKUA HOX.

®pen B3IPOrHY U OMBITAICS OTIIATHYTHCS, HO JIEBOYKA CKaJla €ro 3aIsCThe 0 OOJIH.

— Ait! Ilpekpatu, oTcTanb! — 3aKprUYall OH, MBITASICh IEPEXBATUTD APYTYIO PYKY C HOKOM.

— Croi1, BeICayIIail MeHs1! — TUXO KPUKHYJIA IEBOYKA, MBITASICh €r0 YCIIOKOUTh. B TO Bpems,
KOTJJa OH TIBITAJICS] YCTIOKOUTS €e.

— Hox cnauana y6epu! — ®@pen 3ameuuiics, korga yBuzen, uto KoHcrannus Toporumso 6po-
CaeT XOJIOJHOE OPYyXkKHe Ha 3eMJIIO.

Heckombko ceKyH[] OHU CTOSITH, ONIEPEBIINCh PYKaMU JIPYT Ha Ipyra M TSKEJO JIbIIIa.

— Ioxanyiicra, npuurnu cede 607b, — nonpocuiia KoHcraHius, oTmyckas ero.

—Yro? 3-3aueM? — MAJILUMK OTHIATHYJICS, HO He yOeskasl OKOHYATEJIbHO, O UeM TYT XKe TOKaIe.

— IIpocro nopanb cebs1! Bo3pMu HOX 1 pexkb! — ee roJoC JOCTUT CaMOl BHICOKOW HOTHI, Y Hee
Obl1a rctepuka. Ot crpaxa.

— Jla He Oyay 51 3TOro JieNarh! — MOMBITAJICS B3BU3THYTh MAJIbUKK, 14 TOJBKO BCE PABHO BBIIILIO
THXO U HEyBEPEHHO.

— S kysHYyCh, OOM THI IOUTH HE MOYYBCTBYellb! Pesxn!

— Ila THI ¢ yMa comnuia! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

Ho teneps KoHcTaHIus MUIb MOTYa CBEpIIMJIa €ro B3MVISI0M, OT Yero OH CMEIaJICs U CTal
HEYBEPEHHO TOIJISIbIBATH HA HOX.

— Tl ceppe3HO? — CIIPOCHIT OH ke OoJiee CIIOKOMHO.

— Ecnm Ob1 51 3axX0Tena oIy TuTh, s Obl K TeOe He noponuia. [Toxanyiicra, Hy xe!

®pen, ucryraHHbIN ee TPOMKHMM T'OJIOCOM, B3sU1 HOX U JIpOKalled pyKoH criesial HermyOOoKyIo
paHy Ha pyke. KpoBb mpocoumiack CKBO3b KOXY, paHa Hayasia xkeub. JJeBouka mproIm3miach K pyke
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Y 4ero-To HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHHI MOAOKana. 3aTeM, TIoJIHAs CYacTbhsl, ITyOOKO B3JOXHYJA U OOJb
HEBEZIOMbIM 00pa30M MCIIAPHUIIACh.

— 4 myman, Tl Oygenib MUTh KPOBb, — OH OINIAPAIIEHO Pa3lIsAblBajl KPOBOTOYAIIYIO PYKY,
KOTOpasi Terepb BooOIIe He Oonena.

JleBouKa ycMeXHYyJach, HO BBHIIIIO CKOMKAHO M HEMCKPEHHE. 3aTeM OHa TMOIJIseNa Ha CBOIO
PYKY, IOIIyTIajIa €€ U KaK-TO CKPUBUJIACh.

— Tak, — ®pen nomensi, nepeBoas B3rIAA oT pyku Ha Koncranio. — Yto 310 661107

[Nocnenuss nuIb HETOYMEHHO MOXasa IieYaMH U, IoIoOpaB CBOIO CYMKY C €JJ0i, HarpaBu-
Jach ObLJIO Briepes, HO pyka ®Ppesa KOCHYach ee rieva.

— Iloroau, — MOMIPOCHJT OH, — HAMEKHU XOTs Obl, 4TO ThHI ceiiuac cienana?

KoHcraHims nosena miedom, BHICBOOOKIASICh U3 €r0 XBaTKU U TPEX/Ie, YeM MONTH Aajblile,
AocTaja KHUTY U MoKa3ajia emy:

«$] 6naromapHa Te0e 3a TO, YTO THI clIaC MeHsI. [IBaKIbl».

— Yt0? — ®pex cMOTpeN B KHUTY, MBITASCH €IlIe pa3, 3aHOBO, MOHAThH COAEPKaHUe ITUX Tpe/l-
JIOXeHUM. — 51 He moHumaio!

JleBouKka nosasia rnjae4aMu B 3HaK TOTO, YTO 9TO €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOXET CENaTh.

«MHe HY)KHO UITH».

KoHcraHius 3akpblia KHATY U Tiocrieniia yiut. Eil ObI10 HEJIOBKO ake OrisabIBaThes. AX,
ecyii OBl He ero JTII0OOMBITCTBO, OHA OBl yKe JIaBHO ObLIa JaJIeKo oTciona!

®pen ke cMOTpes Ha Hee HeBUIANMM B3rsiioM. OH, Kak HU CTapajics, TaK U He MOT MOHSITh
3HAUEHHUs TUX MpeaiokeHuit. Yto mpoumsonuio ¢ ero 6onbio? OnHa ucuesna, cioBHO KoHcTaHIus
BIOXHYJIa ee B ce0s1, KaKk KaKON-TO 3anax. BHe3arHo oH BCIIOMHUII, YTO Takoe yike nmpoucxoauio. OH
METHYJICSI JOMOM, MIPSIMUKOM K TPYIy CBOEU MaTepH.

KoHcraH1us 1uia ToporuimBo, 00sICh, UTO €€ JOTOHST U 3aCTaBAT OTBEYATh eIlle Ha CTO BOIPO-
COB, OTBETHI Ha KOTOpbIE JIEBOYKA U cama He 3HaJIA.

C omHO¥i CTOPOHBI €11 OBUIO XKaJb TEPSITh UICTOUHHK MUIIU, TO OMIITb STOTO MAJTBYMIIKY, KOTOPBIH
TOTOB pe3aTh ceOs ISl Hen3BeCTHO Koro. Ho ¢ apyroii cTOpoHsl, ero OecKOHeuHbIe BOITPOCHI IIPOCTO
JOCTAI0T, 0COOEHHO IMOCTIe TOro, Kak OH BIIPYT pazobiauni ee. To ecTh, oHa cama ceOs1 pa3odiaunia,
HO Tak TpeOoBaIM 0OCTOATETbCTBA.

keksk

[Tpuns nomoi, ®pen NouyBCTBOBAJI 3allaX THUBIIEH TUIOTH U HE Ha LIYTKY nepemnyraics. OH,
CMeTasi KaKue-TO BElllM Ha CBOEM ITyTH, POOpaICs K IOKOSIM MaTepy U, HAIlIeBaB Ha CMEPIISIINA
3amax, ocesl psoM, pasmisiabiBasl ee nojachxawoiee 6enoe auio. OH ¢ yIMBISHUEM OCO3HAJ, YTO
HUYEro He YyBCTBYET, MIOHSLI, 4TO 00JIb, KOTOPYIO OH YyBCTBOBAJI TOT/IA, KOT/Ia OHA ObLJIa ellle Ha TPaHu
Y BIIPYT 3alllia 3a YepTy B MOJIb3Y CMepTH, OOJIb 3Ta yMepJia, Ucuessia, He OCTAaBHB U CJIeIa.

Kyna ona nenacn?

«... TBI criac MeHs. JIBaxapl».

®pen BHE3aITHO BCKOUMII, 3aBEPHYJT MaTh B €€ JIIOOMMOE OIEsJI0, KaK MOJKHO IJIOTHEE, MOTAIINT
€€ Ha yJIMILy, 3a JOM.

ITocne oTbickan Jionary M cTajl MHTEHCMBHO KomaTh. 3eMilsl, TIOCJIe JIMBHSA U JOJITOH 3aCyXH,
oOpa3oBaja KOPKY U Komajlach O4eHb TUIOXO.

CounHile yxe CTano MeJIEHHO OIyCKaThCs, peooseB 3eHUT. Ppef He cpasy MOHsI, YTO KoIaeT
MPAKTUYECKU Beiienylo. B Te MUHYTBI, KOrja OH ycTaBajl, MaJb4MK CMOTpES Ha KOKOH M3 ofiesiia,
Y eMy CTaHOBHJIOCH He 10 ceOe, CKopee OT HeeCTECTBEHHBIX UyBCTB, HEKEJIH OT CTpaxa rnepes] TPYIoM.
Bor, B 3TOM Ofiesiie ero MaTh. MaThb, KOTOPYIO OH BCerIa JIIOOWII, KOTOPYIO KaXk bl pa3 MBITAJICS KaK-
TO MOAJEPkKaTh WIXA ITIOMOYb 4eM-TO. M1 BOT €€ cMepTh Aake He BbI3BaJla B HEM HUKAKHUX 4yBCTB.
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keksk

KoHcranims BOpyr ocraHOBWIach. Pe3kuil MOpOX MpUBJIEK €€ BHUMAaHHUE, 3aCTaBUJ 0o0ep-
HyTbCsA. [leBouke BApYr mokaszayioch, 4yto Ppel AOrHAN ee, Terneph MPHUIET MOpa HOBBIX CIIOKHBIX
BOIPOCOB, HA KOTOPBIE OTBETUTH OBLIIO ObI MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ho BMecTO Hero Bblies BHICOKHI YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM IIallle M MpaMOPHO# Koxel. [71a3a ero
ObLIM HEECTECTBEHHO OOJIBbIIINE, @ POT HUYTOXKHO MajieHbkuM. OH ocTtaHoBMIICS OKoIo KoHcTaHmu
Y HAXMYPHJICSL.

— A roe Cam? — cipocut BAPYT 3TOT YesIoBeK OyaTo Obl YAUBIEHHO, pasriisblBasi € YepHbIe
BOJIOCHI, 3arJIsiAbIBast IEBOUKE B I71a3a.

V KoHcTaHIIMu nepexBaTUiIo JbIXaHUue OT ero rojioca Jaxe MPUTOM, YTO JBIIIAaTh OHA BCE elle
HE MoIJIa.

Kro Takoii aror Cam? C dero 3ToT 4esioBeK (€C/IM ero MOKHO TaK Ha3BaTh) B3, UTO OHA 3HAET
Hekoro Cama?

duoneroBasi AbIMKA, KOTOPYIO OHA MPOMJIOTHJIA HE TaK JaBHO, HE MO3BOJIsLIA CBA3ATh U ABYX
cnoB. Bosb erie pe3Buiack BHyTpH. KOHCTaHIMSI MTHCTUHKTUBHO CKaJlach.

— 41 He cipllly OTBETa, — €ro pe3Kui, 3BOHKUI U IpyObIil rOJIOC TIPOH3WII TUILIUHY, B KOTOPO
KoHcraHIus, crycTsi LeJIbIX TPY CEKYH/IbI MOTUaHUs, YKe yCIiesia pAaCTBOPUTHCS.

Ona, He nmaBasi cebe oTuera O JEWCTBUSX, BIPYT pa3sBepHY/IaCh U MOILIA OT 3TOTO YelIOBeKa
TojIaJIbIle, OBICTPO TEPECTaBIIsisi HOTAMHU.

BepositHO, oH mpocTo onmoOcs. Tak ¢ KaxkapiM ObiBaeT. MOXeT, OH CITyTall €€ co CBOel Moapy-
roii i, boxe ynacu, noukoii. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa €ro B3IJIsA Ha cebe U BAPYT MOHsLIA, YTO cefyac
BOT-BOT MOOEKUT, BU3KA OT CTpaxa U CThIJA.

UTo-TO 3TOT YeJIOBeK B Hell HaXoAuII. YTO-TO TaKoe, YTO NepeJaTh CJIOBAMU MOKHO, HO TAKOBBIX
B MPHUPOJIe MOKA HEeT U He Oy/eT ellle OmkanIyo Teicsay JieT. OHa CJIOBHO... Opocajia eMy BBI30B.
Camo ee mpuCyTCTBUE OMIIO €r0 TOKOM, JJa TAKUM CHJIBHBIM, YTO OH HEBOJIBHO JIEPraJICsl ¥ U3BUBAJICS
Bech M3HYTpU. «Ilouemy 31ech oHa, a He CaM?» — pa3apakeHHO JAyMaJll OH U C KaK /101 TAaKOW MBICIIbIO
€ro rHEB POC BCE CUJIBHEE.

He ycnena Koncranuus npoiTy v Tpex LIaroB, Kak 4TO-TO BAPYI CXBAaTWJIO €€ 3a JIOABIKKY
Y TIOTSIHYJIO B OOPAaTHOM HAIpaBJieHUH. YTIaB, JEBOUYKA M30 BCEX CHUJI BLIEMMJIACH MAJIBIIAMH B TPABY
u 3emutio. Ho 310 He momorio, To, 4To €€ CXBaTHIIO, ObUIO OUeHb CUIbHBIM. KOHCTaHIMS MOTJIa B3BU3T -
HYTb, HO CHJIbHAsl MIPUBBIYKA HE JBIIIATh U HE W3/aBaTh 3BYKOB HE Jlajla 3TOTO ClesaTh, ClieJoBa-
TEJIbHO, 9TO OTPE3aJI0 TOCIEIHIO HUTh K CMIACEHUIO U ellie OOJIbIIe Pa303IUI0 HE3HAKOMIIA.

— He cmeii yOerath! — KpUKHYJT Y€JIOBEK, MOATATUBAs e€ TeJlo K ceOe, XBaTas CBOMMHU pyKaMu
€€ U3BUBAIOILIMECS 3MEUKON PYKH.

JlocTaTouHO OBUIO JIMIIB CKATh 3aSCThsI, KaK cieayeT, YToObl KoHcTaHIus nepecTasa BbIpbI-
BaThcs. OH TaK ke HaJaBWI Ha «OOJbHYIO» PYKY, MPSMO B TO MECTO, TJie MPEIOIOKHUTEIBHO OblTa
pana ®pena. bonmb Obl1a TPOCTO YyIOBUINHON. [IeBOYKa XPHUILIO BIJABUIA «ail» M 3aKycHya Tyoy.

— IloBTopsito eme pas, rae oH, rae Cam? — mpoIIHIIesN YelIoBeK, I71a3a KOTOPOro BAPYT BCITBIX-
HYJIM KpacHbIM. Ecin 3T0 He ObUI0 OUeHb MYTAIOIINM, TO ObLJIO IIPOCTO YEPTOBCKH 3aBOPAKUBAIOIINM.

KoHcraHIus, CHIIbBHO TIeperyraBIitch, MOCHENIa BHICBOOOAUTBCS M3 €ro OCnalImX pykK.
Ocnabmmx ymins Ha MrHoBeHre. OH BHOBb CKall €€ PYKH, a TaK, YTO CYCTaBbl XPyCTHYJIU U 3200-
neny. OHa 3aMeTHIa, Kak e€ Majblbl CHHEIOT, a 3arlsICThsl B €r0 pyKax OJeIHeoT.

Ero neiicTBrs He IPUHOCKIIM HUKAKUX TUIOZIOB, M TOSTOMY HE3HAKOMEII TIepecTasl C)KUMATh ee
XOJIOJHBbIE PYKH, TIEPEXBATUB CBOOOJHOM JIaJIOHBIO €€ BOJIOCH! Ha 3aThLIKE.

370 JBMKEHHME CHOBA YIAPWIIO €r0 TOKOM, M OH eI, YTO JIEBUOHKA IMPOCTO OOOPOHSIETCS
TakuM criocodoM. Ho Ha camom fienie, geBouka Obuta abcomoTHO OeccrnbHa. OH OTIYCTHI €€ PyKH,
HO JIBUTaTh MMM OHa aOCOIOTHO He Moryia. KakeTcsi, OH BHIBUXHYII €/ HECKOJIBKO TaJIbIIeB.
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— Ilpekparu urparbcst co MHO#! § ke TeOs1 B MOPOIIOK COTPYy! — BHIKPUKHYJI OH M C CHJION
CKaJl B KyJIake BOJIOCHI.

Tonoa HeBooOpa3mmMo 3adonena u KoHcTaHIus enie caepkanach, 4TOObl He MOTEPATh CO3HA-
HHe. Takoro JOMycTUTh OHa TOYHO HE MOTJIA, & MOTOMY KaK-TO MOMBITANACh BHIPBaThes. Pyku He ciy-
IIAJTMCH €€, a MaJIbLIBl TeM Ooriee.

OT HecyacTHOW KOCHI MPAKTUYECKU HUYEro He octanoch. Koca Obula KpacHBOM, HEMHOTO
MOTPENaHHoOM, a ceiyac, CKUAbIBas JIEHTY, pacIuiesach U Jiera Ha tuiedax KoHcTaHImy BolHaMHu.

Hesnakometi, 3aMeTrB, YTO OHA KaK-TO MBITAETCS] COMPOTUBIISITHCS, AT € TOIIeUnHY.

— Ai! — B3BusrHysna KoHcraHims, BBIIOXHYB TOCJAEHUN BO3AYX U3 JIETKUX W 3arjaThiBast
HOBBIM.

OH BJIenUI el elnle OJHY TIOIIEYHHY, yke Oosee cnadylo, 4eM repast. ITo JIeHCTBUE B KOTOPBIT
pa3 yaapuIio ero TOKOM.

BricoKmiT HEKTO BIIPYT OTIIBBIPHYJI €€, He B CHJIaX TepreTh TAKOro HaxajabcTBa. OH BUIET €€,
elle Toraa MOYyBCTBOBAJ K HEM CBOE OTBpallieHre. A Tenepb, OHa CTOMT Nepe]] HUM U IMKO €ro OecuT.
OH k7171 COBCEM JIPyroro YeJloBeKa, TOro, KTo M30aBUT €ro OT BEUHBIX MYK, a MOSIBUJIACH OHA. Takoro
Oy/yIero oH He BUEI.

W Bcé xe, eMy JOCTaBJISIIO YIOBOJIBCTBUAE OMTH KOTO Obl TO HU ObLIO. Pykamu Jiu, XJIbICTOM
WM MeYOM. DTO JIeJIaJio ero CuilbHee, a UX ysa3BuMei. OH He OMJT crielraibHO, HO KOra TpeOoBasu
00CTOSITEIbCTBA, OH HACTAXKIAJICS STUM IPOLIECCOM.

KoHcraHims, ¢ cuHsIKaM# Ha pyKax M HOTe, Jiexkasa Ha 3eMJIe M IyCThIM B3IVISIOM CMOTpelia
Ha psoM crosiee nepeBo. [lo3aau cedst oHa cipliaa maru CTpaHHOTO YeJIOBeKa M ero CIIOKOMHOE:

— XoTb OBl THI yMepa.

IMocne sToTO €e 71a3a 3aK phLIUCh.

keksk

®pen ycrano cMoTpen Ha 0Opa30BaBIIyIOCS Tiepel HUM 3eMIsHylo Kydy. Cepaile HUYero
HE YYBCTBOBAJIO, YTO OY€Hb HE HPABUJIOCh MaTbuuKy. OH XOTes, OECKOHEYHO XOTeJl OIIyIIATh 3Ty
€CTECTBEHHYIO 00JTb, YTOOBI XOTS OBl B TOJIOBE HE BBIOKWIJIM MBICTH O TIpeaTesbcTBe. HakoHerr oH
BCTaJI, TIONPABWJI PyKaBa pyoariku u 3amiei B oM. Tam ®pelr OThICKaT KOKAHBIA MEIIOK, CIIOKHII
B HEro BCe MPOAYKTHI, KaKre ObLTH, CEMEUHBIC ICHBIY U, 3aKUHYB MEIIOK Ha TUICUO, BBIIIIE].

EMmy OBLJIO CTBITHO CMOTpPETh Ha STOT JIOM, HE TO, YTO KUTh B HEM.

Ero ceituac myumiia tonbpko onHa Beib — Koncranmums. Kro ona? Kyna tak ycepnHo Haripas-
nsiercsi? Yto ¢ Heit He Tak?

®pen mbITaNICA OTOTHATH BCE 3TU MBICIH, Belb e OOJIbIlie HET, OHA MCYe3Jia, YIlIa HaBceraa
HEMmoHATHO Kyya. [Topa Ol MOHATH, YTO OH OOJIbINE €€ He YBUJIUT.

Mexnay Tem Bctan apyrou Borpoc. Kyma emy, ®peny, uaru? s Havana Hamo Obl KyNUTh
KapTy, MHA4Ye BPsJ JIU OH HAUJIET TPABUJIBHBIH ITyTh TI0 HAUTHIO.

OH, cTapasich He OIJISIIBIBATHCS, TIOIIE IO HAMPABJICHUIO K 3aKaHYMBaoIeMycs 6azapy.

Bruta yxe paHHsIE HOYb, HO 0a3ap mpoaoiikan padoTaTh eme Kak MAHUMYM 4Yac, 4To ObLIO
OYeHb YIOOHO JIJIS 3aM03/JaBIINX Ty THUKOB.

keksk

KOHCTaHHI/IH O‘IHyJIaCb Ha YbEM-TO HOJIy, 3aBepHyTa;1 B IBa TOJICTBIX OJesJia U B COBCpHIeHHOIjI
pacTepsIHHOCTH.
Kax oHna 3aech okazanace? Jlonro mm criana? I'me ona?
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JleBouka ogoOpasia oHO OIIesiIo, BCTalla, HEOPEKHO 3aBEpHYJIAch B HETo U orJsenack. Kom-
Harta OblJIa COBEPIIIEHHO IMycTast, TPaKTUIeCKH 0e3 MeOesH, pa3Be YTO TOJIBKO OIMHOKUH CTYII U HEKOe
nojpo0ne KaMHuHa.

B eauHCTBEHHOM OKHE 3aX0AMIIO conHIle. KOHCTaHIusI MOMnbITaaach MPUIIOMHUTD, KOTJa TOTe-
psijla CO3HAHKE, HO BBIXO/IMJIO TUIOXO.

lonoBa emie Kpyxuiach, M JIeBOYKA IMOCHENIMIa CeCTh. BHE3almHO OHa pe3KO B3/I0XHYIA.
Bunumo, 6onb mporiia, yCTynMB MECTO €€ COOCTBEHHOM, €CTECTBEHHOM OO0JM, IIOTOMY 4TO TIOCTe
BJIOXa roJIoBa pa30doJiesnach, PyKH U HOTa HBUTH, IIesl 3aTeKJIa.

Ona BCNIOMHIMJIA, KaK Kpr4yaa. DTOro He CJIeIoBAIO Ie1aTh B €€ MONI0KEHUH, HO O0JIb OT TOIIle-
YUHBI B COBOKYITHOCTH C OOJIBIO B 3aIACThSIX U HOTE 3aCTaBWIIU €€ peIeKTOpHO KPUKHYTh. 3aTeM
OHa TIOHSUIA, YTO ABIIAja elle JAIeKo JI0 TOro, Kak OYHYJach. DTO ellle JIETKO OTAeNanach, MOrjia
BOBCE YMEpETh.

OpnHoro B3IVIsiIa HA PYKW XBAaTHIIO, YTOOBI HA Mapy CEKYH/ MepecTaTh IbIIaTh U BOCIPUHU-
MaThb OKPY:KaIOIMKKA MUP. 3ansCThsl IOCUHEIH, 1a TaK, YTO MOKPbLIUCH (PHOJIETOBOM KPAIMHKOM. JTO
Kakasl e CWja y 9Toro uesoBeka?!

OpnHako 1o MOBOMY PyK JIeBOYKA HE CHIIBHO TIepeKMBajia, ee Oolblle OECIOKOMIO TO CTpaH-
HOE CYyIIeCTBO, HalaBIllee Ha Hee HellaBHO. Ecin, KOHeYHo, OHa Ipocajia He Bech JIeHb. YenoBekoM
Ha3BaTh 3TO CYIIECTBO Tereph ObLIO CJIOXKHO, Cy/Asl IO TOMY, Kak OBICTPO JIEBOYKA MOTepsijia CO3HA-
HUE TpY MaJIerIieM Tomdke. Tak ke 3TO JOKa3bIBAIM U KYTKHE CUHSIKHU MPU HEAKKYpPaTHOM CKATUH.
XOTs1 MOIIEYHUHY OH BJIENWII €l IOBOJIbHO cujibHO. Ho Toraa kro 31o?

Kak ona 31eck oka3zanace? Ee KTO-TO npuHec, NpUTaIui, pUBe3, He BakHO. BaxHO yuiib
KTO M KyJa.

[Nepen Heit Obla 3aTBOpPEHHAs ABEPb, KOTOPAsl JIETKO OTKPBIBAJIACH, CTOUT JIMIIb TMOTSHYThH
Ha ceOsl.

JleBouka MeJIeHHO BCTaJa, MPOIIla K ABEPU U TUXO JIEpHYJIa PyUKy.

Ee B30py OTKpbLIach ele ofHa KOMHATa, HO Ha Cceil pa3 JOBOJIBHO YIOTHAsl M OYeHb Teruias,
B OTJIMYME OT MEPBOM. 3/1eCh IAPHIT JIETKUN OeCTIOPSAIOK: KOBEP 3aBEPHYJICS B YITTy, U3 UEro Bepo-
SITHO CJIEZIOBAJIO, YTO 00 HEro YaCTeHbKO CIIOTHIKAIMCh; Ha CTOJIe ObLT BOPOX OyMmar, KOTopble ObUTH
WCITUCAHbI MEJIKUM, KOCBIM TIOYEPKOM; KapTHHA Ha CTeHe ¢ 6epe30BOy polliei Oblla CABUHYTA B OOK,
HO Ha 3T0 KoHCTaHIMs He cMoTIIa HallT prYuHy. MOKeT, BeTep WM CKBO3HSIK ?

['maBHOI BeIIbI0 STOr0 OOBIYHOTO MHTEPbepa ObLT TEIECKOTI.

JleBouka 3aMeTusIa ero He cpasy, a ONO3HAIa 3Ty Belllb ellle MO3JHee, MPUYeM ClIesiaB 3To,
yIMBHIIACh cama ceoe.

OOBIYHBIN MHTEPBEP U TOPOrol Teseckor? BHyTpeHHee T000IBITCTBO 3aKII0Ch BHYTpH KOH-
CTaHIIUKM MOJIHUEHOCHO, OCTaBJIsis TOPETh TaM, B €€ JyIlle, OCTATKK BOITPOCOB O TOM CTPaHHOM CYIIe-
CTBe.

— O, noporast Mosi, Bbl IIPOCHYJIMCh! — U3 IpYTOl KOMHATHI BHILIEN MOKWION MYKUMHA, IepXka
B PyKax ellle CTOMNKY YUCTON Oymaru.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, — KOHCTaHIMSI, IO-TIpeKHEMY 3aBepHYTasl B OZIESLIO, CIIeTKa YJIbIOHYIAC.

Crapuk ypoHus 6ymMary Ha CTOJI, IPOIIIEeN K KaMUHY U 3aKeT ero.

— I'peiicsi, — KOPOTKO OPOCHII OH, OTXOAISI K TEJIECKOITY.

JleBouka mpuOIM3MIAch K OTHIO U TIPHCENIa PSI/IOM.

— Ckaxwure, — 33/[yMYMBO MPOTSIHY/Ia OHA, — & YTO ITO 3a MITyKa? — OHA TIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Teje-
CKOTI.

CrapuK B3IVISIHYJI Ha MPEeAMET, K KOTOPOMY MPHUKACATUCh €r0 PYKH, U YJIBIOHYJICS, 3aropasich
HUYYTb He Xyxke camoil KoHcranmu.

— 310, HOporasi Mosi TOCThs, TeJeckor. 1 yepe3 Hero HaOMoaI0 3a 3Be30aMu U JIyHOM, — OH
HAKJIOHWJICS] U TIOCMOTpEJ B HETO.

KoHcraH1mm 310 ABMKEHHE TOKA3aJI0Ch TIIYTIBIM, U OHA 3aCMesiIach.
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— Ho Benp ceituac 3Be311 HET, — CKa3aJia OHa, BBICTABJISISA PYKH K OTHIO.

— Y MeHs JomMa OYeHb TeIUIo, HeCMOTPSI Ha TOpAIHiA KaMuH. Tak moyeMy ke Thl Ipeelilb PyKH,
CHJISI OKOJIO HEro?

KoHcranmus B3MIsHYJIAa HA CBOM PYKH, HA OTOHb, TEIJIO KOTOPOT'O YCTIIOKANBAET €€ TIOKaJIeUeH-
HOE TeJIO M JaeT JIETKYI0, HO MPUBBIYHYIO OOJb.

— BeposiTHO, IOTOMY YTO MHE XOJIOJJHO, — OTBETUJIA JeBOYKA, 3arJIs/IbIBasl CTAPUKY B TJIa3a.

—DTH yX)KacHbIe CUHSIKY, — Ha4aJl OH TIOCJ/ie HEKOTOPOTO MOJTYaHUsI, — OHU Belb ke He O0sT?
Xosnon mpuTyIuisietT 60Jb, HO TeOe Hy’)KHO coBceM He 3T0. Thl He rpeellb pyKd, a 000CTpsielb 00Jb
C MOMOIIIBI0 HarpeBa. Thl rpeelib Haek 1y, HO KaKylo, MHE HEeU3BECTHO.

KoHcTaH111s1 BHOBB IIOCMOTpEJIa HA CBOM CHHHE PYKHU, KOTOpbIE TIoclie yopasia OT OTHSI.

— Hy a s, oueBUIHO, rpelo HajIeXkKIy, YTO B ITUX PAHHUX CYMEpPKaxX YBWIKY MEPBYIO 3BE3Jy.
ITOro, KOHEYHO, OBITh He MOKET, HO HaJIeXk/la He TepecTaeT MeHs TIOKU/IATh, — 3aKOHYMJI OH, TIOTJ1a-
KHUBasi CBOIO TPyOy.

Koncranmus npekpacHo MoHUMaJa, 0 4eM OH roBoprit. OHa ISHCTBUTENILHO Tpesia PyKH, YTOObI
MOYYBCTBOBaTh 0O0Jb, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO MUTATh HAJIEKIYy HA TO, YTO OHA CHITA. DTO, KOHEYHO,
HE TMpaB/a, AEBOYKA M 3TO TIOHMMaJa, HO Tauja B ceOe 3Ty KPOXOTHYI0 HaJexkIy, pa3orpeBas ee
U OIIYyIIasi MUMOJIETHOE YCIIOKOEHHE.

keksk

®pey NPUIIUIOCH OYEHb-OYEHD JIOJTO MPOBO3UTHLCS C KApPTOW, e MPABUIIBHBIM PACIIOJIOKe-
HHEM U pa300paThCs B YCJIOBHBIX 3HAKAX.

BnoGaBok OH Kymui1 eie ¥ KOMIIac, KOTOPbI HEMHOrO Oapaxjvii, HO Kak CKa3al XO3sWH
TOBapa: «C MyTH He COObET».

Ha kaprte B TpyHaqIaTl MWISIX HAXOQUJIACh ellle iepeBHsl. MaslbumK, CBEpssCh C KOMITACOM,
THOILIEJICS 110 IOPOre, KOTopasi OblIa BHITONTAHA COTHEH JIOIMIAIeH 1 TIOBO3OK.

Crymienue cymepek 3acTaBUjIO ero MprOaBUTh HIar u OsicTpee coodpaxats. [1o kapTe oprieH-
THPOBAJICS OH €IlIe IJIOXO0, XOTs1 Y Hero ObUTH HETUIOXUE 33/IaTKU BEJIMKOTO MyTeIleCTBEHHUKA.

Bckope oH BIOpyT Tiepectalt pa3inyarh JOPOry Ha KapTe, Jaxe Ha CaMOil MECTHOCTH.

CTounJo T/1e-T0 OCTAaHOBUTHCS, HO MOOIM30CTH HIUYETo He ObLJIO, JIMIIb KyCThI, JOpOra v Jepe-
Bbsl.

Bce xe OH, IOBUHYSICh HEBEJIOMOMY YYBCTBY, PEILIMJI UATH CTPOTO IO JI0POre, HUKYA He CBO-
pauuBasi.

keksk

— Kak Bbl Mens Hanuii, rocrioguH Jlblonc? — KoHcranims cuaena B Kpecie-Kayaike HalpoOTUB
X03MHa AoMa, craporo Jlbionca ®umica, KOTOPBIA CHIIE 3a CTOJIOM M HEOPEKHO BOIWII TIepOM
o Oymare.

— MHe HyXHO OBbIJIO CXOAUTH B TOPOJ, YTOOBI KYIIMTh KOE-KaKyIo AeTasb 151 MOed TpyObl, a TO
MOSI YK€ TPECHy/a, B JIIOOOH MOMEHT MOXET CIIOMaThCs U He YBUXKY S 3Be3J, — MPOTrOBOPHII OH,
CBEPAA KAKHC-TO JIMCTOYKH.

Koncranmus 6pocwia B3I B OKHO. TaM MOIHSJICS BETEPOK, HO HEOO OBUIO TMOKA SICHBIM.
[NepBbie 3Be3/bI yiKe 3aHSUTM CBOM MeCTa Ha HeOOCBOIE.

— W no AOpOre Bbl BCTPETHUIIN MCHA, aa? — JACBOYKE BAPYT CTAJIO CTBIAHO OT TOIO0 COCTOSAHUA,
B KOTOPOM OHa TipeObIBajia TOrja.

— MmenHo Tak. §1 pemws, 4To HE CTOUT TaKylo IOHYIO AYILY OCTABJIATH JIEKATh HA XOJIOAHOW
3emJyie U mpuHec K cede. TBoe miarhe MOpBAIOCh M UCMAYKAIOCh, & BOJOCH CITyTAUCh. S mpuBel
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TeOs1 B IOPSIOK, — JIBIOKC Ha CeKYH/Ty MO/IHSLI Ha JIEBOUKY B3IJISI/L, HO TYT K€ BHOBb YIJTyOHJICSI B CBOM
MUCbMEHA.

Koncranust mocmoTpena Ha ce0s M OOHapyXkwia TMOPBAHHBIA M 3AIUTHIA TOAON TUIATHS,
no0JekIIee, HO BCe ellle BUIHOE MATHO OT YEPHUI U CMelasach.

— Cniacu60 BaM 32 BCe 3TO, — MPOTOBOPHJIA OHA.

[Tporio JOBOJIBLHO MHOTO BPEMEHHU, M BO3/lyX HaUMHaJI ’kedb Jierkue. KoHcTaHuus BIpyr uclty-
rajace. MeTHyJa B3IVIs] HA CTApUKa U yKacHYJIach IOCETUBILEN ee MbIcH. HeT, oHa He 3acTaBUT ero
NpuIUHUTE cede 60mb. Ho Kak Torga ObiTh?

keksk

VBuUzIeB B KPOMEIIHOW ThMe ropsiiiye okHa, Ppen 06pagoBaiicsi U OCTIEIINIT TIOJONTH K OfIU-
HOKOMY JIOMY.

Emy He Tepriesioch 3aiiTH MOTPeThCsi, O BO3MOKHOCTH MEPEKYCUTh M XOTS Obl YaCHK TIOCTIATh.

TponuHKa, yxonsias BHU3, ObUIa Yepecuyp y3KOH, MOTOMY ObLIa MPAKTHYECKH HE BUIHA.
Maunbuuk cTynai Hayrag.

OT BeTpa MpoApOrIv KOCTH, OT JIOJITOM XOAbOBI YCTaJI HOTH, OT YCEPAHOW padOThI MO3ra XOTe-
JIOCh CTIaTh.

CBer U3 OKOH OH BHUJEN BCE OTUETIIMBEE, XOTh Mepel IT1a3aMH yke IUIbUI0. DTO Oblia ero
NoCIeqHSs1 HaJexkKJa, TIOCTeHUH MIaHC.

[MpuOMM3MBIIMCh, K [IBEPU, OH M3-32 HEPELIMTEBHOCTU TOKOJIEOAICS HECKOIBKO CEeKYH[,
HO BCE ke MOCTyYal.

Koncranmms, cupsimas yxe B MOJyIpeMe, B3APOTHYJIA OT HEOXHUAAHHOTO PE3KOro 3BYKa.
Mucrep JIbioMc TOXe B3IPOTHYJI, HO HE TaK CHJIbHO, Kak jAeBovka. CHayama oHM 00a MOCMOTpENH
APYT Ha JIpyra, a MOTOM XO3SIMH BCTAJ U, JIaB 3HAK «MOJTYaTh», npoies K asepu. CeKyHIHOe KoJie-
OaHMe 1 ABEepb PUOTKPBLIAChH, BBIITYCKasl TEIIO U CBET.

— Yem Mory ObITh 1oJI€3eH? — OCBEJJOMIJICS CTApUK, INIsAs Ha KOro-To HeBuaumoro it Kon-
CTaHIIUH.

— He npuiotute v ycTaBIero myTHUKA HA HOYb, TOCHOOUH? f MOTY 3amiaTtuTh, — JOHECCs
3HAKOMBIi TOJIOC.

Cepnie KoHCTaHIIMM TOACKOYMJIO, OHAa XOTejJa pe3KO BCTaTh W T/e-HUOYIb CHpPATAThCS,
HO BJPYT TOHSJIA, YTO YK€ He MOXET JABUTATHCS, UTO KUCITIOPO yKe HE TPOCTO JKKET JIETKUE, a YKe
CKUraeT ux gaomia. [Ipuiiock ocTaTbCsi HA MECTe U HETEPIIeIMBO TOIJISIIBIBATH HA BEPb.

— IIpoxonu, — cTapuk pagyIiHO BIYCTHJI IOHOITY, 3aKPbIBasi 32 HUM JIBEPb.

Koncranmus m3obpasmia Ha CBOeM JiMile Oe3pa3iinuue, HO BCE PaBHO OOS3IIMBO BKaslach
B KpecJo.

Ee B3m1s1 mepexoveBai B OKHO, 32 CTEKJIOM KOTOPOro HU4ero He Obuto BUAHO. Huvero, kpome
TEMHOTBHI.

®pen, MeTHKOM OCMOTPEB JIOM, CHIOTKHYJICS B3IJIs110M 0 KoHCTaHIMIo, KOTopasi Kak HU B 4eM
He OBIBAJIO CHJIeTIa B Kpeciie-KavajKe U YTO-TO BhICMAaTprBaia B OKHe. Ero oueHb yauBuII €€ BHEIIHUI
BU/I: LIBET JinIla ObUT HAMHOTO OJie[iHee, YeM KOrja OoH Bujen e€ B mociaeaHuil pa3. Ho meéku Obum
KaKMe-TO HeeCTECTBEHHO KPAaCHbIE, HEOMpeeJIeHHO BRIPUCOBBIBAJICS Clie]] OT JiafoHu. Heyxenn e€
KTO-TO Om1? OT 3THX MBIC/IEH Y HEro BCE MOXO0JI0EII0 BHYTPH.

— Tak, Mook ¥ MoKa 37ecCh, s MOy ¥ IPUTOTOBIIO TeOe KOMHATY.

JIbtouc CKpbIJICs B OTHOM U3 TpeX ABepel, a B KOMHATe MOBUCIIA HEJIOBKAs TUIIMHA.

— Ilpuser, — Bapyr ckazan ®pen, ycaxuBasCh psaIoM C KAMUHOM.

KoHcraHImss MeqyieHHO MOBEpHY/a TOJOBY HA MCTOYHHUK 3BYKa M PacCMOTpesia MaJbUUIIKy
TMOJTyYIIe.

Bce Ta ke pyOariika, Te e IITaHbl, Ta ke 00yBb, HIYEro HOBOTO.

27



T. Muxesuu. «KoHcTanmmsa»

— Tol IpOCTH MEHS 32 TaKOE OrPOMHOE KOJIMUYECTBO BOIIPOCOB, — HA4asl OH |, BUJs, 4To KoH-
CTaHILIMS HUKAK HE Pearupyer, MPOJOLKUIL: — & Th... OMATh Hemasi?

JleBouKa yaMBIICHHO TIOBEPHYJIaCh Ha Hero. Bapyr eii 3axortenoch 4eM-HUOYIb TPECHYTh €ro,
YTOOBI TIepeCcTall 3a7aBaTh TAKUE BOIIPOCHL.

— Her, — kopoTKko oTBeTMIIa OHa, BHOBb OTBOpaurBasick. Celyac eil XOTelI0Ch TOJIBKO MOKOSI.

Mautbunk Bee ellle MorispBal Ha Hee, KaKk Ha HeOIO3HAHHBIA OOBEKT, coylepXkaniuii B cede
TalHBI, KOTOPBIE, BO3MOKHO, IIPOCTO ILJION ero BooOpaxeHus1. EMy jKyTKO XOTeI0Ch CITPOCHTH PO eé
BHEIIHUU BUJI, HO 3[JpaBBIil CMBICJT OCTAaHABIUBAJI €T0, Be/lb HeJIb3sl TAKOE CIIpaIluBaTh, TeM Oojee,
ecJu e€ IEUCTBUTEIIFHO KTO-TO OWJL.

Ho kt0? Ilouemy-To nepBbIM JIEJIOM OH MOIYMaJ O CTapuKe, KOTOPBIN TOJBKO YTO BITYCTHJI €r0
B 3T0T ioM. Ho motom ®pep BEIUSPKHYJ 3TOT BapraHT, MO0, eciii Obl 3TO JAEHCTBUTEIHHO Cleliall
OH, J€BOYKA HE PCIINIACh 6I>I OCTaBaTbCA TYT Ha HOYb. BbIXOIII/IJIO, YTO OHa BCTPETHUJIACh C KEM-TO
I10 IIyTH CIOJA.

CDpCII B3IVIAHYJI HA OIr'OHb. D1 IJIANTYIMUE OHCHHBIC A3BIKW 3aBOPAXKHBAJIN €TI0, 3aCTaBJIAIA
3a0BITh O HEB3TOJaX, O BOIIPOCAX M BOOOIIE 000 BCeM, JAaxe O caMoM cede.

Koncranmus xe, ykpakor Habmogaa 3a BAPYT 3aMOTIaBITNM MTBUUIIKON. YTO-TO TOJIKAJIO
€e 3arOBOPUTH C HUM, HO BOJIHYSICh, UTO TIOCJIE €€ PETUIMKU MOCIIeAYIOT BOIIPOCH], OHA HE pelaiach
cKazaThb u cioBa. Ppen ke pem, 9yTo He OylIeT TOKyJaTh el CBOMMM BOIIPOCAMU U MPOCTO HAval
WCKaTh B 3TOM YIOTHOM JOMHKE YTO-HHOYh UHTEPECHOE.

MostuaHue 3aTsSHYJI0Ch, TOCTIONUH JIbIoMC Kyaa-To Aesics, a 0e3BBIXOHOE MMOJIOKEHUE IeBYOHKU
BCe e Mepecrinio, 1 KoHCTaHIMs THXO 3aroBOpHIIa:

— Cnymai, U3BUHM 32 MOIO JUKOCTh, — OH TIOBEPHYJICS K HEU, C MHTEPECOM JIOBSI KaxkJI0e ee
CJIOBO, — HO TBI HE MOT OblI BHIPYYHTh MeHs emne pa3?.. Torma... s Ob MOIIa IO3BOJIUTH TeOe 3a/1aTh
MHE Tapy. .. BOIPOCOB.

®pen crnoBHo noBecesnen. Ero 6eqHoe JIUI0, XOTh U 000rpeBaeMoe OrHeM, HAaKOHEI[-TO 3apy-
MSIHWJIOCh, TJ1a3a, JIO Cero yrpioMble M HEKUBBIE, 3a0JIeCTeNN, a JIBUKEHHS CTAIU JIOBKUMH U Pe3-
KVMHM, OH CJIOBHO OYHYJICSI OTO CHa.

— YT0 5 gOoMIKEH Jenarh? — CIPOCUII OH, TOTOBBIN BCTaTb.

Koncranus nmomeqmia, XoTh U MPEKPACHO OCO3HABaJIa, YTO JOOOE HEJIOBKOE JIBMKEHHE
MOJKET NPUBECTU K OCJIIO)KHCHUAM.

— MHe nipaBaa HeyIOOHO OMATH TeOsI MPOCUTh, — HaYasla OHa, HO Ppef yke MOHST, KyJa KJIOHHUT
JIeBYOHKA.

OH, nooOHO MpelaHHOW coOavKe, HaYal PhIThCSA Y ceOsd B CyMKe M HallleJ MaTIOCeHbKUN
HOXUK, KOTOprfI B34J1 AJId TOTO, IITO6])I pas3aeiATh ALY Ha MOPLIN.

Octpuie BOWIOCH B KOXKY U CAETAJI0 HaApe3, He CUJIBHO TITyOOKHIA, HO TOBOJILHO OOJIE3HEHHBIN.

KOHCTaHHI/IH rnogoxagajga, Korga MajJlbYuK OIIYTHUT CaMbIll MUK 60)11/1, n BUIA q)I/IOHCTOByIO
ABIMKY, IIOTAHYJIa €€ HOCOM.

®pen, BHUMATETHHO HAOMIONAS 32 IBMKCHUSIMH ICBOYKH, HAYaJI IIOCTETIEHHO TIepecTaBaTh 4yB-
CTBOBATh 6OHB. OHa, KOHCT&HHI/I}I, CJIOBHO BBITSATHBaJIa €€ U3 MaJibUvKa, IMOAIUThIBAsA C€65{ " OoIy-
cToIIas ero.

KoHcranims Bapyr yablOHYIach ¥ MPUKpBLIA I71a3a, OTKUIBIBAsICh HAa CIIUHKY cryna. Ppen
HaOMoIaJT, Kak KPOBb CKAILIMBAJIACh B pa3pe3e U CTeKasia o ero pyke TOHKOM cTpyiikoi. [Tocne kpo-
BOTEYEHHE OCTAHOBUJIOCh. MaJlbuuK MO MHEPIIMU CTEP KPOBb PYKABOM.

- Hy, KaK BbI TyT? — I'OCIIOVH JIblonc BBINIEN K HUM U BHOBB OITYCTUJICA 3a CTOJI. — HYTHI/IK,
TBOSI KOMHATa cJieBa OT TOrO OKHa, — OH yKa3aJl Ha MPOTUBOIIOJIOKHYIO OT HUX JIBEPb.

Koncranmus crana ceepnuth @pena B3risiioMm. TOT 3aMeTHIT 3TO IPAKTUIECKU Cpa3y |, 1O UX
HEMOMY pa3roBOpPY CTAJIO MOHSITHO, YTO JICBUOHKA TOBOPUTH He Oy/ieT Omkaiime yaca 1sa. Moxer,
MaJIbYMK Obl M HE JIOraJaJicsl, YTO OHA MUMeJia BBUIY STUMU B3IJIsAaMU, eciv Obl He ee pyku. [ToHa-
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YaJy OH XOTeJ YIUBHUTHCS, MOJI, TOYEMY OHM TaKue CHHHUE? — HO Pl OTJIOKHUTH TOT BOIPOC, MO0
KoHcTaHIus 4T0o-T0 MOKa3biBaia 3TUMU PyKaMHU.

SI3BIKOM KECTOB OHa BJIa/ielia TUI0X0, 3HAJIA JIMIIb HEKOTOPBIE ABUKEHHsI, KOTJIa-TO BbyUeHHBIE
U npuroguBivecs eid. Ho mofimeT i X 0ObIYHBINA MaJTbUMIIKA?

[MosToMy ABMKEHUs S3bIKa CMEIIMBAJIMCH C MPOCTHIMU JIBUKEHUSIMHU, KOTOPBIE BBITJISIICIH
MIOHSITHO JJIsI BCEX.

Bce 310 mpon301110 Tak OBICTPO, YTO CTAPUK Jake He IOBTOPSLT CBOETO BOIIPOCA, MOTYAHUE
3aTSIHYJIOCh TOJIBKO Ha TMOJI MUHYTHI U TIPEPBATIOCh KOPOTKHM:

— Crraci00, BCE OTIIMYHO.

10, KOHEYHO *ke, OblT 0TBeT Ppena.

— OTmuHO? — cTapuk ycMexHyJcs. — YTo K, BBl yKe MoxkeTe uATu crarbk. — Ilotom, nocne
HEJJ0JITOr0 MOJTYaHUs1, OHU YCIIBIIIAIM €r0 eXUIHOE OOPMOTaHHUE: — CErofiHs s MOApadaThIBAIO FOCTH-
HUIIEH.

®pen mogHsIICS M MPOIIEN K IBEPU, Ha KOTOPYIO HE TaK AaBHO YKa3blBaJl CTAPUK, U CKPbUICS
3a Heil.

Koncranius BcraBath He criemmia. Eif XoTenoch ele HEeMHOTO MOCH/IETh Ha Kpecie-Kadalike,
CIIPOCUTH rocrioarHa Jlpouca o 4eM-HuOyab, Ja U BOOOIE XOTENIOCh B3MISIHYTh B 9TOT TEJIECKOT,
KOTOPBIN CTOSLT HAITPOTUB Hee ¥ MaHWII K cede.

Ho crapuk Bipyr BcTas, mojpolien K Tpyoe U cTajl CMOTPETh B Hee.

JleBouKe He Tepresioch CPOCUTh, UTO ke OH TaM BUAMT, HO il ObI0 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO OTBJIe-
KaTb ero ot padbotsl. K ToMy e, ToBOpPUTH OHA COBEPIIIEHHO HE MOTJIA, CUJIbI €€ ObLIH Y:Ke UCTOIIEHBI,
OTYACTH CJIOKHOM JOPOroid, OTYaCTU HEPABHBIM ITOEJUHKOM.

Me:x 1y TeM rocloAVH 3arOBOPUII CaMm:

— 3Be3/1bl CMEHWIH CBOE TOJIOKEHHE. .. DTO UTO-TO, J1a 3HAYMT.

Jlio6oreITcTBO Nepecuiiio, KoHcTaHIws, cTapasich TepATh Kak MOKHO MEHBIIIE BO3yXa, OCBe-
JOMUJIACH:

— A no-Bamiemy, uto?

JIbtouc 3ameTuI1 lepeMeny B ee rojioce, HO He MpHUIall 3TOMY 3HaYEHHUS.

— OOBIYHO 3TO MPOUCXOAMT MPU CMEHE BPEMEHH Tofia, WK rofga Boodire. Ho B 3ToT pas uro-
To He Tak. Ceifuac cepeHa JieTa, 10 OCEHH ellle He CKOPO, TaK MoYeMy e OHU, 3Be3/Ibl, CMEHIIH
CBOE€ MECTOIOJIOKEHUE ?

Kazanock, 4to oH yXke JaBHO 00bsICHsIeT 3TO Bce He KoHctanmmu, a cebe, OynTo paccyxaaer
BCIIyX.

— Wnm cnatk, — Tak ke MATKO, KaK U BCeraa, ckazaj OH ei, U IeBOYKa HEMEJJICHHO TTOBUHO-
BaJIach.

MenJIeHHO U TSKENO MOAHSIIACh, TPUAEPKUBAS CHHUMH PYKaMHU TETUIOe OAEsIO, M THXOHBKO
nonuia K asepu. Ho He ycrena oHa JOWTH 0 CBOEW KOMHATHI, KaK CTapUK OPOCHIT eil:

— Bospmu y ceOst B komHare rtai. [locie3aBrpa Oyaer 10K ab.
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3 riiaBa. Ya10oBoJIbLCTBUE

—I'0e 60aum?
«Tam, 20e HUKOMY He BUOHO, — NOOYMAA H...»
P3it Bpa0oepu «Cmepmo — 040 00uHOKOE»

PorGepr mysieii BieTen B KaOMHET, OTCTpaHssl HA30MIMBYIO TIPUCITYTY M OOpBIBasi X Ha MOJY-
cioe. EMy He Tepnenoch BbICKa3aTh CBOIO JOJIO IIPU3PEHMS K rOCNIOAUHY bimBmimmcy, KOTOpBIH,
Oyay4u B XOpOILIeM HACTPOEHHH, TIOBEJI ce0s1 TPOCTO OTBPATUTEIBHO.

PorGepr HUKOrma He MOMIEPKUBAT JICWCTBHS CBOETO «XO35IMHA», MO0 ObLIM OHM Oecuesio-
BeuyHbl. KOHEYHO, OH I0103peBaJl, 4TO €ro rOCHOANH BOBCE U HE YEJIOBEK, HO I0KA3aTe/IbCTB HUKAKUX
He ObU10. Jla ¥ CYIIECTBYIOT JIM He-ogu BooOuie? BbIsACHATH 9TO — yJe1 UCTOPUKOB, a HE €ro.

Ho, nepecekas mopor 3Toit KOMHaThl, OH BAPYT 3aMep, CJIOBHO ITPO3pPEJI, IOHSA, YTO COBEPIIAET
[JIYIIOCTB. DTO ke ero rocrnoguH. M XoTe OH, €ro npasas pyka, MOKET BbICKa3aTh CBOIO TOUKY 3PEHUS
Ha 3Ty CUTYalMIO, HO HAJIO JIX 9TO?

— Thl yero-To xoten? — rocrnoArH baMBHULIMC OTIIOKWII IEPO U C CEPHE3HBIM BUIOM BO33PHIICS
Ha PorGepra.

Tor, OTOrHaB OLENEHEHNE, MTPULLES K BBIBOAY, YTO BCE-TAKU CTOUT BO3MYTUTBCS IO TIOBOLY
TOTO, YTO CITyYMIJIOCHh BYEPa, YTOOBI XOTSI ObI HE BECTH Ce0sl, KaK MCTEPUYKa, CIOCOOHAS 3 TH C CAMBIM
I'PO3HBIM U SIPOCTHBIM BUJOM, A IIPUA BUJIE «XO35MHA» CAATbCS U IPUCTBIKEHO YUTH, TIOIKAB XBOCT.

— Jlo MEeHA JOIUIO M3BECTHE, — Hayasl OH, BBIIPSAMMBILIUCH, — YTO BbI, yBaxkaeMbli Jlosop,
n36mm yesnoeka. [louemy Bbl He ckazasi 00 3ToM MHe? 3a4eM Bbl BOOOIIe ero n3omim?

Jonop nuiie ycMexHyJIcsl YToIKaMu Ty0 ¥ CKa3all THXUM, POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— [Nouemy e THI He TOBOpHIIL MHE, Poroepr, uro yous ceromHs Hauty KypHiry?

— OM, npuyeM TYT Hama Kypuua? S He ckasayn Bam, IOTOMY YTO BCErja Tak Jenan. 3aueM
10 HECKOJIBKO Pa3 Ha JAHIO TOBOPUTb, UTO 51 yOuI e€?

— Bor u orBeT Ha TBOW BoIpoc. 3aueMm ke Tl yous e€?

Por6ept momgas. OH yske HOHsII, K yeMy J{0J10p KJIOHUT ¥ TIO3TOMY PELIIL, 4TO OOJIbIIe HIYEro
I10 3TOMY IOBOJlY HE CKakKeT.

— 41 BCE MOHA, — KOPOTKO CKa3aJj OH.

¥V Por6epra b1 cTpaHHbIN (DETHII — OH pa3 B HEAIIO PUXOIMII Ha IBOP OKOJIO joMa brmBui-
nvca ¥ yOuBas ofHy WM J1Be Kypuusl. 3adeM? [Ipocto paaum 3a0aBbl. MIHOTIA OH MPOCHIT TIPUTOTO-
BUTh €MY 3TO HECUYACTHOE KMBOTHOE, TPUYEM CaMbIM M3BICKaHHBIM CIIOCOOOM. BrauMo, MMeHHO 3T0
00BeqUHSLIO ero u bimBuiica, paBaa, y MOCIeTHero Takue «3a0aBbl» ObLIM HAMHOTO Cepbe3HEN.
K Tomy ke, 311 Kypu1bl ObUIM CBOEOOPa3HOM IUIATOM 3a paboTy, KOTOPYIO OH BBIIOJIHSAIT Ha CITyk0e
y rocroguHa. Pabora Oblia MyCTAKOBOW, TaK YTO PACCUMTBHIBATH HA 30JI0TO MJIM Cepedpo CMBIC/IA
He ObUIO.

INocnopyn bavBriAC XOTeEN ONATh 3aHATHCS CBOMMM JEJIaMU, HO PE3KUM, CJIETKa BU3IVIMBBIN
Y BBICOKOMEPHBIM I'0JIOC ITPOH3WJI HACTYITUBIIYI0 HA MTHOBEHUE THUILIVHY.

— Ioka s e cioaa, Haten BOT 310, — PorOepT packpbll KyJ1ak U IMOKa3aJl POCTYIO JIEHTOUKY
JIMMOHHOTO 11BeTa. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKyH] OH BHOBb CIIPSTAJI JIHTY K ceOe B KapMaH.

— W uro?

— Bbl X0THTE CKa3aTh, UTO HOCUTE KEHCKHE JIEHThl? — Poréepr BCKUHYJ1 OpOBb.

— Tel He 3Han? — HEBO3MYTUMO OTBETWI bamBusuic.

Por6ept mMomast, cMOTpst TO TOCHOAMHY TPSIMO B TJ1a3a, TO TIOBEPX €ro MaKyIIKH.

— TI'ocnionuH, He cToMIIO Tak ero M30MBaTh, — NOCJE KOPOTKOIO MOTYaHUs POJIeNeTall OH.

Homnop Bcrpenenyscs.
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— Koro? Ax, toro yenoBeka? Ilomymaenib, HeBeMKa notepsl. Takux uepreil HaBaJloM, — OH
BIPYT cAefail nay3dy. — YTo-To MHE B HEM He MOHPABUJIOCh, — FOCMIOAVH BIMBWILTUC 3aaymMarcs,
HO BUJIS, YTO TIPUIISAIIUI cOOpaJicsl YIUTH, BAPYT MOMPOCHIL: — JICHTY TOJILKO OCTaBb 31iech. OHa ke
BCE-TaK1 MOs.

PorGepr moBUHOBAJICS M TIOCTICIIAI CKPBITHCS, OCTaBHB Jlo0pa paccykIaTh B OJMHOUYECTBE.
Koraa nBepb Herpomko xJjiorHysa, Jloiop MOgHST B3I U YCTPEMUJI €ro Ha JIexKallylo repeji HUM
seHty. O 4eM-To MojyMaB, OH YCMEXHYJICS.

keksk

Koncranims coOpanack ¢ MepBbIMH JIydyaMu, TIPOBEpUJIa, BCE JIM HA MECTe coOpasach yxe
BBIITH M3 JOMa, KaK HEOXKHUIAHHO BCIIOMHMJIA: 3a0buia rtaml. Eit 1o cux mop ObU10 He MOHSATHO, KakK
XO3MH JJOMa MOT PacCTaThCs C TAKMM JIOPOTHM TUIAIIOM. DTOT TUIAIl ObUT OYeHb TIOTHBIN, OOJIBIIION
Y TeIUTbIA. JIeTOM B HEM XOIUTh ObLIO ObI TPOOIeMaTUYHO.

[Mnam geBouka cpa3zy ke HakuHysa Ha ceOs. [bITasich coBIaaTh ¢ 3aCTEKKOU Ha TPYAU, OHA
coBceM 3a0bLIa, YTO 3/1eCh HE OJIHA ¥ BCIOMHMJIA 00 3TOM TOJIBKO TOCJIe KOPOTKOTO BOIPOCa:

— Ilomoun?

JIbtouc yxe cuzen 3a CToJIoM ¢ OymMaramMu U Jiepkal B pyKe CTakaH Terioro 4asi. OH cMoTpe
Kyaa-to Mumo KoHcTraHiuu, cKkopee Jlaxke He Ha He€, a Ha CBOM Iutanl. beIBImmii.

JleBouKa JMIIIb KOPOTKO KUBHYJIA.

3Be3104eT MeIeHHO TIOJOIIeN K Hell M aKKypaTHO 3aCTerHy/I peMeHb Ha rpyau. [Lmamy Obit
SIBHO BEJIMKOBAT €ro HOBOW OOJafaTeIbHULIE U OIIYyTHMO TsikesoBatr. KoHcraHims nodnarogapuia
XO35IMHA JIOMA.

V cebs1 B KOMHATE OHA TaK jKe Halllla KOKaHyl0 CYMKY, B KOTOPO HEKOrja Jiexkanu siONOoKH
¥ MeJl. DTU MPOAYKTHI OHA OTJajia TocnoauHy JIbIouCy, Kak I1JiaTa 3a IJiall ¥ 3a TO, YTO OHA MepeHo-
yeBajia OiHy HOUb y Hero. KoHeuHo, Ha BCSKHM cilyuail OHa OCTaBMIIa mapy 100K cede.

Bcio HOub ee Myumt BHIOOD: 3BatTh Ju ¢ codort Ppena wnm yxoauth 6e3 Hero? C ogHOM cTO-
POHBI, €l 10 CHX MOp HEe HPABSATCS €ro BOIPOCHI, €0 BHEITHOCTh U TOJIOC, & C IPYTOM — OH JOBOJIBHO
TIOJIE3HBIN YEJIOBEK B IJIaHe «ebl». Jla ellié OH BIOJHE CMOXET U3bSCHATHCS C JIOABMHU B TO BpeMs,
KOrJa oHa cama He cMoxkeT. TackaTh ¢ coO0l KHUTY U OOBSICHSITH CBOM CJIOBA KECTaMH y He€ Oosiblie
He OBUIO HUKAKOro enanus. Kak Obl JOJTO OHA 3TUM HU 3aHMMAJach, IPUBBIKHYTH K TAKUM METO-
JaM CJIOKHO.

Houblo ee GosieBble OIIyIIEHUs] TPEKPATHINCh, U BOT-BOT OyleT Hy:KHa HOBasl TMOIIUTKA.
Jo cnenyrorei JepeBHU JaJIeKO, MOOJIU30CTH HET HU AYIIU, KOTOpasi CIOCOOHA YyBCTBOBATh OOJIb,
MO3TOMY OHa Bce ke pemmia B3aTh Ppena ¢ codord. Tem Oornee, Kaxercs, OHa JOJDKHA €My Tapy
OTBETOB Ha €ro BOITPOCHI.

B3oxHyB, OHa Iprcesa Ha IOpore AoMa M CTaja HaOMoaaTh 3a ABMKYIIEHCS TPUPOIOI.

®pen BcTas, HEXOTsI cOOpa CBOM BellH, U JaBast cepeOpo JIbloncy, MoMHTEpecoBaICs:

— JleB4OHKa, KOTOpast BYepa Obljia 371eCh, OHA ellle OCTAaHeTCs y Bac?

— OHa ynuia ¢ nepBbIMU JIy9aMH COJTHIIA, — OXOTHO TOBEAAJT CTAPHK, IV MAJIBYUKY MPSIMO
B IJ1a3a.

®pen xoTen yKe yXOnuThb, HO 3BE3/I09ET €ro 3aJepiKa:

— Tlorogu-ka, — MaJabUMK TOCIYIIHO OCTaHOBWICH. — Bot, nepxu, — JIplouc B3syl 4TO-TO
CO cTOJA.

B pyky k ®peny nepekoueBana GaHOUKA C ME/IOM.

— 51 Men He eM, Tak YTO MOXeIllb B3STh €ro cede.

— Cnacubo.

— Ynaun Bam B JJopore, — CKa3aJl CTApvK U BHOBb CeJl 32 CBOM CTOJL.

®pen kMBHYIN U BHIOEKAT U3 JoMa. MoXeT, OH eé ycrieeT qorHarth Koncranmio?
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Jlyuwm cotHIIa Ha MTHOBEHHE OCJIETIHIIN €r0, U OH ITPUKPBLT IJ1a3a, He TiepecTaBasi ObICTPO UITH.

— Kyna 1 Tak 3acriemnmin? — HacMelnuIBo cripocuiia KoHcTaHIus, cujis Ha Topore 4y Th M03a1u
HEro.

®pen HemMeUIeHHO OOEPHYJICS U HA €ro JIUIIe 3aCThUIO BBIPAKEHHE IOKa, CIerKa CMEIIaHHOe
co cmymieHreM. KoHcraHus cuena, moanepeB Mog00pOIOK PYKOM, M C JTyKaBOM MOTYYJILIOKOM pac-
CMaTpvBaja MaJIbuMIIKY epe]] Hel.

— MHe... HaJO CIIENIUTh, — TOJIBKO M CMOT BBIJJABUTH OH, HEXOTSI OTBOPAYUBASICH OT HEE.

— Iloroau, — HErpOMKO CKa3ajia OHa, BCTaBasl.

Mautpuuk ceiiuac v He JyMaul Kyaa-JinOo UJITH, a TIoclie e€ PerIMKU U BOBCE 3aMep.

— U kypa e ThlI Tak CIIEIIUIb? — CIPOCHJIA OHA, CJIeTKa MepPeBOIsl B3MJISII B €r0 CTOPOHY.

— He 3Ha10, — KOPOTKO OTBETUJI OH, YCIIOKOMBIIIKCh. — BO3MOXHO, Ha IOT.

Onu 06a 3amMenKkaIuch. [ToIMUHYTBI CTOSITH, CMOTPSI TIPSIMO TIepeji COOOM, MPE/ICTABISIIN, YTO
UX XKIET B OyayIeM, OQHOBPEMEHHO pa3ayMbIBasi, 4To APYT JPYTy cKa3arh.

— Torma Ham 1o TyTH, — BIIpYT cKa3aia KoHcraHmus, mo-mpexkHeMy risas Bnepen. — [Ipasaa,
WITH JaJIbllie OTHOM MHe Oy/IeT HEMHOTO CJIOKHO. Thl IPEKpacHO 3Haelllb, YTO TOBOPHUTH C JIIOJbMU
s1 MOTY He BCerja.

®pen mocMoTpen Ha He€, OTKPbIBask POT, YTOOBI UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO BMECTO BHSITHOW peduu
BBIXOJIVI JIUIIIb BO3/YX.

— 41 xo4y cnpocuTh, — MEJICHHO MPOTOBOPHJIA JICBYOHKA, OMYyCKas IJa3a, — Thl He Oyjielib
MIPOTHB IMyTEIIeCTBOBATH CO MHOM, MyTHUK Ppef? — ee rooBa MoBepHYJIACh K MaJbUMIIKE, HO TJ1a3a
CMOTpEJIM Ky/Ia-TO CKBO3b HETO, CJIOBHO OHA TOBOPHMJIA C BO3IyXOM, a CMOTpeJia BOOOIIe Ha Mei3ak,
PacKMHYBILUIICS OO OT HEe.

Manpyrk MOJ4aj, HO B JIyIlle yKe TOBOPUIT «fa», TIPH Ye€M 3TO CJIOBO 3arlojIHSIIO €ro BCEro,
HE OCTaBJIsIS 1ake CJIOBOCOUETAHUS «$1 TIOLyMal0».

Koncranmusi, HeBeJOMBIM €l YyBCTBOM, YK€ 3HaJIa OTBET, HO YIOPHO Jefiajia BUJI, 4To abco-
JIIOTHO HE JIOTaJIBIBAETCS O JAJIbHEHIIIEM Pa3BUTHH COOBITHIA.

®pen, BHIXBATHB MOMEHT, KOT/Ia TOJIOC €r0 He IPOXKaJl, a IbIxaHhe He MPEephIBaIOCh, CKa3all:

— He nporus, KoHcTaHmus, — OH B3IJISIHYJI HA Hee M BCSI €ro poOOCTh, BCe BOJTHEHUE MCTIApH-
JIOCb.

JleBouka cierka yapIOHYJIach ¥ B TIOCJICTHUI pa3 B3MJISIHY/Ia HA JIOM T03a1 HUX, MBICJIEHHO
no0JIaroiapyuB KpoB 3a TEIUTyI0 HOYb.

Bnapyr ®pen coBepinieHHO Cy4ailHO KMHYJT B3I Ha Tutanl KoHcTaHmu 1, He qymasi, Cripo-
CHLL:

— Otkypna Ha Tebe 1iari?

— OnuH 3HAKOMBIH CKa3asl, 4To Oy/IeT JOXK b, — CIOKOWHO MPOU3HEC/Ia OHA.

— Cerogusa?

— Her.

— Torna 3auem ruiam?

— Hoxnap xe.

— Ho Benp He cerogus!

Ha sTom oHM 3aMoi4aii ¥ MeAJICHHO ABMHYJIMCH Ha Ior. [lepBbie momvaca OHM LT MOJTYA,
HE TOBOPsI HY CJIOBA JJake B BO3/YX, a MOCIEAYIOIIHE TT0JIYaca aKTUBHO CIIOPUJIH.

— Jla mHe mpocto uHTepecHo! — BockJMkHYJI Ppex, Bosmouyach 3a KoHcraHiuei, koTopas,
BOMPEKU CBOUM OKUIAHUSM, CMesIach.

— Tsl yk U3BMHU, MTyTHUK, HO 5 HE JEMOH, — eIlle TIOCMenBasiCh, OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Ho u He aHres, 3HaeIb i1, — ChSA3BIII OH, OCKOPOJICHHBIN €€ HECePhe3HOCThI0. — MOJKET, Th
Kakoe-HUOyIb O0KeCTBO?

7O NpeabsBICHUE BRI3BATIO HOBBIM 321 cMeXa, HO OoJiee BSJIOro, YeM B MePBHIA pas.
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— Her xe, HeT! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa, CJIOBHO OTBET OBbUI Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH, HO MaJIbUMK HUKAK
He Mor 0 Hero go0partbcsi. — bepu Huke!

— Heuucrts? — orajasncsi oH.

ITo HOBOMY IpUCTYIly CMeXa OH IOHSUI, YTO OIATh IIPOMaxXHYJICH.

®pen GecrioMoIHO B310XHYJ. EMy ObLT HEe TIOHSTEH 3TOT CMEX, €ro MPUYMHBI M HACTPOCHHE.
To sin oHa cMeslach YMCTO OT BECEsbsl, TO JIM HACMeXalach HaJl HUM, HaJ €ro INIyNbIMU CJIOBaMM.
ITO JIOMAJIO €T0 TOJI0BY, 3aCTaBJISJIO OTTOPOAUTBCS OT PEAIbHOCTH, NIEpecTaTh BOCHPUHUMATH ITY
PEAIbHOCTDL, TOJIBKO, IITOGI)I nogymarb.

—Ho TOrga KTo XKE ThI? — B cepauax BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, UCUYEPIIaB BCE MPEAIOIOKCHNUA HA 9TOT
Ccuer.

Koncranius 6ombliie He cMesiach M Jake He yJbi0anach, HO U cepbe3HOl He Bhinisena. Hy,
10 KpailHe! Mepe, CO CIMHBI.

— Hezauem 1eGe 310, MyTHHK, — MPOrOBOPHJIA OHA CIIOKOWHBIM, POBHBIM TOJIOCOM, CJIOBHO 3TO
HE OHA HECKOJILKO CEeKYH/1 Ha3aj Oe3yAepKHO XOXOTaa.

ITa ee NpUCTaBKa «ITyTHUK» B KaKJIOM MPSMOM OOpaIlieHn! K HEMY €ro yKacHO pasapakaia.
CJI0BHO OHM MPOCTO BCTPETUIIUCH U 3aBSA3AJIM Pa3roBOp, IOTOMY YTO UM B OIHY CTOPOHY. XOTs, TaK
MOYTH U OBLIO, HO BeJlb OHU Yike OoJiee-MeHee 3HAKOMBI, K YeMy BCe 9T IPUCTABKH?

— B Takom ciyuae, ckaxu, 4TO 3TO 3a CHHSIKM Ha TBOMX pyKax? — ®pen Hauan OTCTaBaTh,
Mo3TOMY Mofdexkas mpsiMo K Hel U 1mien Teneps ¢ KoHcTanuend B ogHy Hory. — A emgé auio. Yto
C TOOOW CITYIHIIOCH?

B nocneanuit MomenT ®pen noHsL, YTO CKasas JuinHee. Tereps oHa OyeT cuuTaTh ero oec-
TaKTHBIM 0as10€ecoM, XOTs TOT ¥ UMeJI TOJIOBY Ha 1iedyax. [IpocTo BHIpBAJIOCH y HETO OT 37I0CTH.

JleBuoHKa mocepena, MOoMbITANIACh CIIPATaTh PYKU U JIMIO, CKOpEe 10 MPUBBIYKE, OT OE3bICXO/I-
HOCTH, YeM OT HaJIeXKbl, YTO OH, HE BUAS X, 3a0ylIeT PO CBOM BOMPOC M OCTABUT €€ B MOKOE.

—3TO COBCEM He BaXXHO, — OBICTpO OypKHYJIa OHa, OIycKasi TojioBy. — He ¢ TOOO¥ ke CITyInsioch.
Tem GoJtee 3TO He CMEPTETIbHO, 51 IEPEKUBY.

Mautpuuk, 10 cero MOMEHTa He CBOJMBILIMI C Hee IJ1a3, OTBEPHYJICS B TPOTUBOIOIOKHYIO CTO-
POHY ¥ HeMHOro nomosryasi. KoHcTaHius nogymMana, 4ro JIerKO OTAealach, HO BCE JKe Ha BCSAKUIMA
CITy4all HaTsIHYJIa KAaITIOIIOH Ha CaMblii J100.

— Korna s pe3an cBoo pyKy TBOMM HOXOM, 3TOTO He ObLIO, — 3aU4eM-TO CKa3as OH.

KoHcTanus HuKak He oTpearupoBaia, JIMIIb cIerka NnoTepia 3anscTbs najablamMu. ITO JABU-
JKEeHUE TIPUYMHUIIO €il CHITbHYIO 00JTb, HO IEBOYKA IO TIPUBBIUKE €€ 1aKe He 3aMedaa.

W BHOBb OHM 3aMOJIKJIY, 3alyMYMBO BOJsl B3[JIs1JaMU 11O CTOPOHAM.

®pen pa3ayMbIBa, KAKOW BOITPOC MOKHO OBLIIO OBI 32/1aTh, YTOOBI TIOTyYUTh HA HETO MPSIMOW,
UCKpeHHUI oTBeT. KoHCcTaHIMsA Ka3ajiack emMy CYIIECTBOM CKPBITHBIM, HO, TEM HE MEHEe, He yMelo-
UM KOHTPOJIMPOBATL CBOX SMOIIMH U UYlIad Ha MMOBOAY Y CBOUX MHCTUHKTOB.

KOHCT&HHI/IH IpuBOANJIIA 60)166 3HAYUTECIIbHBIC BbIBObI 06 €€ HOBOM CIIYTHHUKE. Kun on
He 00raTo, HO 3TO HACTOJILKO OYEBHU/IHO, YTO M B JOKA3aTEIbCTBAX HE HYKAAETCS; MyTEelIeCTBYET OH
OTTOr'0, 4TO MaThb, MOCJICAHAA ACPKaBlIad €ro HUTb, yMepJia, U TCIIEPb, HE CMOTPA HAa OTCYTCTBHC
€CTECTBEHHOH OOJIM, OH OIIYIIAET YTO-TO BPOAE CThIIA, IOTOMY pelllaeT MOKMHYTh POTHbIE Kpasl.
C gepramu XapakTepa Toxe Bce ObLIIO TPUMEPHO SICHO: BCIIBUILYMBBINA, HEMHOTO TITYTIOBAT, OTXOAYMB
(HO 3TO HE TOYHO), 00/IaIaeT YyBCTBEHHON HATYpOH, JTOOUT 3aaBaTh BOITPOCHI.

— JlaBHO ThI My TeIecTBYeUIb? — 3a/1a71 BAPYT Borpoc ®pex.

KOHCTaHHI/IH rnomMeinjia ¢ OTBETOM, HO HE IOIbITAJIACh YBUJIBHYTH WJIM OTBETUTDH YKJIOHYHBO.

— CKOpo MOWJeT TpeTui rof], — MPOroBOpMia OHa, CMOTPSI IO HOTH.

— A e TBOst MatTh?

®peny, mocie BCero TOro, 4To CIyYHIOCh ¢ HUM, ObLJIO HEJIOBKO 3a1aBaTh TAKOW BOIPOC, HO,
TeM He MeHee, MHTepec My4rJI ero. KoHcTaHImio ke Bonmpoc He CMyTHII, OHa Oe3 yTallKi OTBETUIIA!
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— Bo3MoxHoO, ymuia Kyaa-To U TaM yMeplia, BOZMOXKHO, TIPOCTO YIIUIA, MHE HE U3BECTHA ee
cyabOa. Hazeroch, MHE He 10BeIeTCs B JAIbHEHIIEM BUIETh €€ WU CIIBIIIATh O Hel.

®pen He noBepui eit. BeiIo 3aMeTHO, UTO 3Ta IEBOYKA CTPaJaeT OT OMMHOYHOTO 00pa3a KU3HH,
YTO el MOCKOpee XOUeTCs HAWTH KOro-To, OJIM3KOTO 10 XY, & MOKET ObITh, U TI0 HECYACTHIO.

— Ho urto-T0 Benib 3acTaBuiio Te0s1 yUTH U3 IoMa, — MpeAnonoxuia Ppen, mpukiiaapBast Haablbl
K MOAOOPOJIKY.

JleBouKa B3IOXHYJIA U TMOSICHIIIA:

— ¥ MeHs1, uepes ueThipe rojia rnocie yxoua Matepy, ymep otell. S mpocTo He MOria OCTaBaThCs
J0Ma M KWTh, KaK mpexe. Thl MOXKeIIb MOHSITh MEHSI.

®pen HeMHOTO MOMOTTYA, MIsAAsA To Ha KOHCTaHINIO, TO Ha MUMO IUJIBIBYLIHE IEPEBbS.

— Homyctum. Ho TeGe OeNCTBUTENBHO TaK HPABHUTCS IMYTEIIECTBOBATH OJHOW U CIIOHSITHCS
B MOKCKaX MUIIK? — TPOTOBOPHJI OH, HAIPaBJIsisi CBOU B3IV HA €e YepHbIe BOIOCH. — Kak s1 moHsi,
TeOe 9TO He CIMIIKOM HPaBUTCSI.

— Ho s mpussikia. Takoit 06pa3 KU3HU 3aKaJIsIeT U TIOMOTAaeT HU OT KOTO HEe 3aBHCETh.

— Ara, 1 605TbCs JI0fIeH, — OYPKHYJ OH, TOHMMAsI, YTO TIPOUTPAJT STOT CJIOBECHBIN MOEANHOK.

Koncranmus ycielmaa auiib ciiadoe 00pMOTaHUE U He TPHHIA ero Bcepbe3. Ceituac B Held
3arteBenuics ronof. «Ecim 1o cux nop Hu4ero He Haiiy, TO MPUHECY ITOTO IMyTHUKA B KEPTBY», —
pelmia oHa, ciabo XBaTasch 3a JIETKUe.

— A Ky/a Mbl HampaBJisieMcsi? — MOCIeIoBal OT HEro OYepeHOIN BOIPOC.

KoHcraHims B300XHy a 1 yke coOpajiach OTBETUTh, KaK BPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA €AKHIA 3ariax.
3anax 60m.

— IlyTHUK, CTOI TYT, — IpUKa3ajia Jaxe He OHA, & €€ MHCTUHKT OXOTHHUKA.

®pen MOCTYIIHO OCTAaHOBUJICS, a JIEBUOHKA CTPEMIVIAB MYCTUJIACh CKBO3b T'YCTO PaCTYIIUIA
KyCTapHUK, IPSIMUKOM B HEBEIOMYIO ThMY.

3anax 37ech CTAHOBHJICS OLIyTUMeEe, sipue, M ecii cHadasia KoHcTaHius Mora ere OypKHYTh
«TI0Ka3aJI0Ch», TO ceiuac ee yBepeHHOCTh JOCTHUIJIA MTUKA.

[TpoGe:xap mapy MeTpoB, OHA OCTAaHOBUJIACh, KAK BKOIIAHHAS, TOTOM CTajla BBIMCKUBATD Tpel-
MET, KOTOPBII U3JTy4aeT 3TOT CaMblii 3ariax.

310 OB HE Jiec. Bokpyr ObUI0O MHOTO JEpEeBbEB, HO JIECOM, TEM HE MEHee, Ha3BaTh 9TO MECTO
HEJTb3s OBLIO.

W3-3a TaKOro KOJIMYECTBA JEPEBLEB U KYCTOB CJIOKHO OBLIIO ONMpPEeTUTh UICTOUHHK, HO TTOUCKH
BCE e He MOTpeOOBaIM MHOTO BpeMeHH. KoHcTaHIus pa3risesna B TpaBe cepoe MTHO.

STUM MATHOM ObUT KPOJIUK, KOTOPBIH, MOMNAB B KallKaH, OPAHWJI JIally U Terephb CUEN, UCITy-
raHHO 03MPasiCh MO CTOpPOHaM. M3 ero jarsl coumIach KpoBb M CKOPO CIOA TOMKHBI ObLTH COeKaThCs
XUIIHUKH, YTOOBI OKOHYATEIbHO Pa3AenaThes ¢ rphI3yHOM. Ecii, KOHeuHO, O TOro ero He HalayT
JIOJY, TIOCTABUBIIINE 3TOT KAIKaH.

KoHcraH1us, cripstaBimch 3a aepeBoM, THXO npucena. C3aau Hee MOCTbIIIACs €/1Ba CIIbIII-
HBII opox. [leBouka ToTyac sxe 00epHy/Iach Ha 3BYK.

[Nepen Helt cTosina IeBYyIIKa, HET, CKOpee JKeHIIMHA — C OCJIEMTEIbHO OeJIoN KOXel U mepia-
MYTpPOBBIMHU BosiocaMu. He3HakoMka pasrisiapiBasia KOHCTaHIMIO ¢ TIOOOIMBITCTBOM, KaK KaKylo-TO
9K30THKY, HO BO B3IJIsIJIE €€ BCe ke MPOCKAKUBAJIN JIy4H MTPE3peHusi, KOTOpbIE Ta, BO3MOXKHO, YIIOPHO
npsTaa.

KoHcraHnius He 3Hauna, 4To enath. Pa3o0paTbes ¢ KPOTMKOM, UM 3aTOBOPUTD C HE3HAKOMKOH ?
Hy1mia TsHynach K He3aBepUIEHHOMY JIeJTy, HO CIeJIaTh PUIILIOCh BTOPOE.

Ona 3aroBopuiia camMa. AKKypaTHO MPHOJIU3WIAC, U €€ 3PauKH Pe3KO pacIHIMpUINCh, OyaTO
OHa SIBJISIACH KOIIIKOM B UEJIOBEUYECKOM OOJIUKE.

— A Kak e TBOM CITyTHHK? — CIPOCHJIA JKEHIIMHA, BBIIbIXas KakK/I0€ CBOE CJIOBO.

lonoc y He€ ObUT MATKMM, TIIyOOKHMIA C HEKUM 3aBJIEKAIONTUM TMpubixanueM. KoHcTaHIms
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KaK BCE BHYTPU HEE 3aIPOKAJIO.
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Pyka HE3HaKOMKHM OCTOPOXHO TMOTSHY/JIaCh K TEMHBIM BOJIOCAM JE€BOUKH, CJIOBHO KeJas UX
notporatb. KoHCTaHIMs1, BOMPEKU CBOEH K€ MBICJICHHON KOMaH/Ie «3aMpH», PE3KO, IaKe CIUIIKOM
pesKo, oTmiaTHysack. Ee crimHa ynepnach B AepeBo.

— Kt0 THI? — Kak MOXHO THIIIE CITPOCHJIA JEBOUKA, BCE eIlle HAaJesiCh, YTO TPYCHIIKA-TPHI3YH
OCTaJIcsl Ha MecTe.

Pyka HeoxuaHHO 3aCThIIa y CAaMOU IIEKU IEBOYKHU M ObLIA MIPUTSIHYTa OOpaTHO K ee 00mana-
TeJIbHHUILIE.

HesnakoMka Obl1a OCKOpOJIeHa TAKUM BOIIPOCOM, O YeM IMPSIMO BbICKa3aJia:

— OckopOutensHo! Munasi Mosi, s Ta, B KOM HyXAaeTcsi Bech Mup. Heyxenu He 3Haelb MOero
uMeHu?

Buns, uro KoHcTaHmus HHMKak He OTpeardpoBasia, He3HakoMKa ¢wIipkHy/a. [loomab
OT JIEBOUKM OHa 3aMeTHJIa TOTO CaMOro KpOJIMKa M YyBCTBYs TO ke, uTo ¥ KoHcTaHims, mogonia
K HEMY.

— Kakoit Mustblil 3Bepek, — yibI0asch, MpoON3HecIa OHa.

3710CTh CoaBWIIA IPY/b, M TOJIOM TIOUYBCTBOBAJICS AaXe sicHee, YeM 110 31oro. [ToiiMaHHbIi Kpo-
JIMK CHa4aJla MHCTUHKTHBHO 33/IpOXKaJl, a TOTOM BIPYT pacciaaOuIcs.

— Her, He Tporaii ero! — BOCKJIMKHY/IAa JEBOYKA KaK MOXHO THIIE, WCIYTraHHO HaOmonas
32 HAMH.

VXMBUIKa CKOJIb3HYJIA TIO JIMIYy HE3HAKOMKH, OHA B3IJIsSHYJIA CHavyajla Ha JIEBOYKY, a TIOTOM
BHOBb IlepeBesia B3IJIsi/] Ha 3BephKa.

— 310 THI €ro novimana?

— Her.

— Tl xoTena ero 3a6pars?

— Her!

Hesnakomka Tx0 paccmesiiach.

— Th1, HaBepHOE, YyBCTBYEIIb IPOCTO aACKYI0 00b, 1a? — oOpaTuiach OHA K 3BEpPbKY, MTpPUKa-
casiCh MaJIbIIAMH K €ro MIEPCTH.

Koncranmus 3ackynmuina ot oruasiHus. [1naBHble, TATyYre JABUKEHUS TOM KEHIIMHBI OYCHb
pazapaxany AeBOYKY, HO OHa HE MOIJIa HANacTh B CUJIy CBOMX OIpaHUYEHHBIX criocoOHocTeil. Bee,
YTO OHA MOIJIA IeNaTh — UCIyraHHO HaOmonath, kak EE noosray otoupator y HEE xe.

B crenyrommii MOMEHT OHa THXO TIotoeskasia K KPOJIUKY U TpoOopMoTaia:

— INo3BoiE MHE U30aBUTH €T0 OT OOJIH, He YOUBAi ero.

JKeHIHa OTKMHY/IA CBOM UCKPSIIIMECS BOJIOCHI M HAMTPAHHO PacCyauJa:

— Y6usars? Het, Mou MeTozIbl TOpa3/Io MpusTHee. S MOry JIMIIIUTH €ro KM3HU. A MOTY BCEro
JIVIITH OOJTH.

— Her! JI-naii MmHe 3T0 caenath, — KOHCTaHIIMSA cXBaTHIa HE3HAKOMKY 3a OeJIyio pyKy.

— Jla 9TO THI MOKEIllb CHENIaTh, TPOCTOM YesioBeK ?! — BOZMYTUJIaCh HE3HAKOMKA, B3/IparuBas.

ITO NPUKOCHOBEHHE OOJNBHO YJApuio ee TOKOM. JKeHIMHA BblIEpHYJA 3arsiCThe U3 CHHEH
PYKH JIEBOYKH M, MAIIMHATIBHO MOIJIAKUBAS TOJIOBY MCITYTAaHHOTO KPOJIMKA, IPUKOCHYNIACH K €ro Kar-
kaHy. CHavasa eBOoYKa MCIYraHHO CMOTpesia Ha IBUKYIIYIOCS PyKY HE3HAKOMKH, MOKa B I71a3a ei
He Torasa BCIbIIKa cBeta. Torna oHa OTBEpHYJIACh U 3QKMYPUJIACh.

Ota may3a jana OCTHITh JIeBOYKE, OHA TUXO OIMYCTHJIA TOJIOBY U CTajla TIOTUPATh CBOM CHHUE
MAJTBLIBL.

Cama He3HaKOMKa 3aMETHO Hampsriach, OTMETHB TIOJHOE, HO BHE3AITHOE CIOKOWCTBHUE
y IeBOUKH, cusmiei psgom. OHa crapanach He CMOTPETh Ha He€, HO B3IJIS/L YIIOPHO TSHYJICA K e€
(uoneToBOMY JIMITY, K CHHUM pyKaMm, K pacTperaHHbIM BOJIOCAM U JKEeJITOMY IUIAThIO.

JKenmmHa [OTpOHYIach 10 KallKaHa M CO BCEH CHJIBI MOTSHYJIA AyTH B pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. Kankan
pasolresncsi, BIICBOOOMB JIally U3 CBOMX METAJUITMYECKMX TUCKOB. KOHCTaHIMS yIMBIEHHO MOAHSIA
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OpOBHU: Kakas ke CHJIa MOXeT ObITh y 3TOM HE3HAKOMKHM, YTO OHA CMOTJIA CAMOCTOSTENILHO, TOTBIMU
pYKaMU pa3BUHYTh KanKaH?

Kponuk npopomkan exars, 3aMepeB U He ABUrasch. JleBouka momymaiia, 4to 3BepeK MOXKET
BOT-BOT yMepeTh OT notepu KpoBu. OHa, 3aKphIB IIa3a, NIyOOKO B30XHYMa. PHoeToBas IbIMKa
CJTUIIIKOM CHJIBHO BBIJISNISUIACHh Ha (DOHE OOBIYHOTO MPO3PAYHOrO BO3/AyXA.

Korma KoHcranims oTkpbuia 171a3a, HE3HAKOMKA CMOTpEJia Ha Hee € YAAUBJICHUEM, JJaXe C HEKUM
HCITYTOM.

— Tel... — mpobopMoOTaTa OHA, MUPOKO PACKPHIB IJ1a3a U poT. — Teds mpucnan on?

Koncranius, He cBOIsSI HAPSIKEHHOT'O B3IVIsA1a C HE3HAKOMKH, MTOKayvasia roJI0BOM.

— boith He Moxet! Thl oxoTunace? — 3Ta KEHIIMHA OTHIATHY/IACH OT YAMBJIEHHOTO KPOJIMKa
Y BCTaJIa.

Koncraniums npejanoydia He OTBeYaTh Ha 3TOT Bonpoc. OHa JIUIIb CUJIEIA B TOM e MOJI0KEHUN
Y MoJTJaJia.

— Tenepb MOHATHO, IOYEMY MEHSI yIapUIIO TOKOM, — CKa3ajla OHa, YCIOKAUBasCh.

Tokom? O yem roBOpUT 3Ta KEHIMHA?

— He Bonnyiics, Tl TIOKA ellle MaJIeHbKHI Kycouek Tol Cuiibl, KoTopast OypiIuT B HewM, — 3ara-
JOYHO TIPOJIOJIKUJIA OHA.

Hesznakomka yixke rpuodpesa camoodiaganue 1 eie pas cesa. JloTpoHynach 0 MepCcTH KUBOT-
HOTO TMaJIbIIAMU, U OHA 3aUCKPUJIACh IPUSITHBIM PO30BBIM I[BETOM.

[Torom, BMecte ¢ KoHcTaHuuen, BcTana W, pa3BepHYBIIUCh B MPOTUBOMOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY
OT JIEBOYKHU, OpOCHIIa Yepe3 IJIeUo:

— Ecnm ThI 1 BpaB/1y He 3HaCIlIb, KTO 1 Takasi, TO 51— Jlep POHK, 0yXOTBOpeHUE yA0BOIbCTBHUS.

Terneps yxe ynuBuinach Koncranmus. OHa npuiinia cloga n3-3a 3anaxa 0o, 1 Kak 0Ka3ajioch,
He ofHa. TObKO YTO OHA, KaK HACTOSIIVMIA XUIIHUK, IEJTUIA JOOBIYY C XUIITHUKOM, HO PAaHTOM BHIIIIE.
ITO yMO3aKIIOUeHre U3yMIJIO €e, JIa TaK, YTO OHa 1Mo3adbljla O BAXHBIX MeEJIOYaX, O KOTOPBIX CTO-
110 OBl OTYMATh.

JleBYOHKa MOHYPO BBIOpasIach M3 KYCTOB, CKBO3b KOTOPBIE COBCEM HEJaBHO MPOOpaiach, ofiep-
KUMasi TOJIOAOM.

®pen cuzen y nepeBa, U Ka3allock, craj. Ero cymka Oblla OTKPBITA, CJIOBHO KTO-TO TaM PhUICS.

KoHcraniums pemmia, 4To MaJIb4MK HE CIUT, a pa3mbliuisger. Cka3arh OHa HUYEro He MorJia,
MO3TOMY JIMIIIb JIETOHBKO KOCHYJIACh €ro rnperieubs. OH He OTpearupoBall, U ee pyKa Hakpbljia Bce
JIe40, CKaja.

Torpa oH pacnaxHy: r1a3a ¥ TUXO B3Aporuy/. Ero nomyconHsli B3misg ocraHoBuics Ha Kon-
CTaHLIMM. 3HAYUT, BCE-TAKU CIIaJl.

JleBouka kuBHYJa U Ppel NOIHAICA.

— I'me ThI ObLTa? — BBIIOXHYJT OH, CJIOBHO JJABHO €€ He BUIEIL.

JleBouKka ykaszajia Ha KYCThl, U3 KOTOPBIX BBIIIUIA U Pa3Beia PyKaMHu.

— 41 3Ha10, YTO THI TIOILIA TYAQ, HO MIOYEMY ThI TPOOBLTIA TaM TaK JIOJTO? — OH YKe He yAUBIISIICS,
OH TIO-HACTOSIIIIEMY 3JIHJICS, 3aKUTIall, OypJIvl, Kak BOJA Ha OTHE.

A KoHcraHlMsi MojTyania, JUillb CMOTpPeia Ha HerO CBOMMHU KapUMH IJla3aMd M MBICJIEHHO
MOJIHJIa, YTOOBI OH MEpecTas 3a/1aBaTh BOMPOCHL. JIMIIO €€ OT 3TOro Aenanoch emé HeBUHHee, YeM
OHO €CTb Ha CaMOM [JIeJIe.

®pen, HEOOBSCHUMO Kak, TIOHST ee U 3aMOJK. Omisijien ee BCIo, e CITyTaHHBIE BOJIOCHI, ee
yCTaJIO€ JIMIIO ¥ HOBBIM, HO Y€ T'PS3HbIN, TLI1alll.

— JlagHo, momuim.

EMy xotesioch B35ITh €€ 3a PyKy, TaKylo XpYIIKylo, HO, TEM He MeHee, CUJIbHYIO, HO OH He CTajl
9TOro JiesaTh. BMecTo 3TOro OH MpPOCTO OTBEpHYJICSA M 3ammaran Brepea. KoHcraHius, mpo ceds
no0JIaroiapus ero, moopesa 3a HUM.
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Ee myunia 6o B HOre, OSTOMY OHa MPHUXpaMbIBajia, a rmocyie Booodie onepiack Ha Ppena
Y TSIHYJIaCh 32 HUM, KaK 3a ClacUTeIbHOU BeToukor. OH MoHavaly AyMall, 4To OHa MPOCTO ycTaa,
HO TSDKEJIOTO JIbIXaHHs He ObUIO, a MITH, HEeT, Jake BOJIOYMTHCS 32 HUM €i YTO-TO He TO3BOJISIIO.
3Hauurt, Aeno B gpyroM. MoxeT, oHa paHeHa?

CrnpocuTsb, 4TO CITyYHIJIOCh, OH HE MOT, Tak Kak KoHcTaHIMsI Bce paBHO Obl HE OTBETHMIIA.

HemHoro morozst oHa oTIenuIach OT Hero, ¥ OHU 00a YBU/IENU BIAJIEKEe BEPXYIIKH JJOMOB.

— JepeBHs1! — BocKJIMKHYT Ppef, yibiOasich.

Ero raza uckpuiarch BOCXHMIIIEHUEM, KOToporo KoHcTaHImsl, K COKaIeHUIo, He 1yBCTBOBAJIA.
CKoJIbKO OHA YK€ TIOBHJaJIa TAKMX JEPEeBEeHb 3a TP rofla CBOEr0 OECCMBICIIEHHOTO OJMHOYeCTBa?
[TosToMy OHa MOJTYa CMOTpea BAJIb, Pa3IyMbIBas, UTO €€ JKAET AajIbllle.

371ech IPEICTOSIIO CleNaTh BHIOOP, OTBETBJICHUsI KOTOPOTO MYT MPAKTUIECKH B TTPOTUBOIIO-
JIOKHYIO CTOPOHY JIPYT OT ApYyra, a 3HAUMT, KQKAbId BHIOOp OyleT peliaiomym Ui Hee, ISl Beel
ee Cy/IbOBI.

ITO OYeHb Myrayo U OECIIOKOUJIO.

3nech Ppen, oTOpackiBasi BCe CKOBBIBAIOIIUE LIETH, B3sUJT ee 32 OOJIbHOE 3arsICThe U MOTAIINT
3a co0OM, MPUTOBapUBasi:

— Heyxenu nepensi? O-o, MOXeT, TaM ocTaHeMcsl Ha napy JHei? OTciofa BHIJISIUT XOPOIIIO.
4 mymain, Mbl OyemM HodeBaTh Ha 3emiie! V-y, Kak 3T0 3110poBoO!

Koncranmums Tamumnack 3a HUM, HyTPOM OCO3HaBasi, UYTO TOKE B KAKOW-TO cTereHu pajga. OHa
Y TIPEIIONIOKUT He MOIJIA, UTO JIepeBHsI OyJeT HACTONIBKO O;113K0. OHU Belb U YEThIPEX MUJIb HE ITPO-
. U BCE ke e€ JIMIo TO | JeJI0 KOPYMIIOCh OT OO0JTH, KOT/Ia OH COABJIUBAN PYKY CHUJIbHEE.

®pen, xorma BepxXyHNIKA JOMOB YK€ BO3BBIIAIMCH HAJ HUMH, OTIYCTHJI PYKY JEBOYKHU
U TYCTWJICS BIIPUIIPBUKKY, C SHTY3HMa3MOM pasrisiabiBas noma. Cama ke JIeBOYKa CTapajiach,
HACKOJIbKO 3TO BO3MOKHO, MOCIIEBATh 32 MAPHUIIKON, OIHOBPEMEHHO MPOIYMBbIBAs TUIAH JaIbHEN-
WX JCHCTBUI.

Kaxpmas neranb odiiero Buaa aepeBHU Opocasach B I71a3a, 3aTMeBasi APYr Apyra. DTo pe3aio
B30I, Ppes He Mor BeIOpaTh, Kyaa uaTu. OH BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBUJICS, TOTIBITAJICS OTJISIEThCS.

Koncranmus, crosmas no3aau Hero, ObLIa MOXOKa HA TIOMOUTYIO MTUILY, IPH MaJCHUH eIlle
O0JTBIIIE UCKATIEYCHHYIO.

Ee myTtuio, cnoBHo nopdupanack peota. Ilocie ee 3akpykuiio, Kak B BOZIOBOPOTE, OHA YyTh
HE 3aKpUyaa.

[Nocnennee, 4To OHAa TPOHYJIA CBOMMHU CHHUMH pyKaMu — ObUIo 1utedo Ppena, KOTopsIi Herpe-
MEHHO OOEpHYJICSI MPOBEPUTH, YTO MPOU3OILIO. Bce BOCXMINIEHHE BMUT MPOMANO, OCEKJIOCh, B €0
71a3aX OCTaJIach TOJMbKO MAHUKA U CTpax.

— Ko... Koncrannus! — 3akpuya oH, XxBaTasi 3abIXarorieecsi Tej1o Mo pyKH.

JI7151 Hee CBeT yke TaBHO MIOMEPK, OHa He BHIHECTIa STOTO BOAOBOPOTA, 3TOTO JABJIEHHS Ha FOPIIO
1 KT'y4el, HeBBIHOCHMOU OO B HOTE M pyKax.

®pen B3BATIII HOIITY HA IUJICYW M TOTAIMIICS K Py OMVKAUIINX JIOMOB.

keksk

CTyK Kazajcs HeBBIHOCMMO I'POMKHM.

KoHcraHims npuoTkpbLia rasa, (oKycHpys B3IV HA CBOMX CHHUX pyKax. [labiiel Heoco-
3HAHHO YEPTWJIN KaKHe-TO y30PBI Ha Ofiesiyie, TAKOM I'P3HO-0€JIoM, CTapOM.

B nBepb cryuyanu. Tpu KOPOTKHMX CTyKa, MOBTOPSIOIIMECS Pa3 B MATh CEKYHJI, 3aTHUXAIOIIUE
BCEro Ha MATb CEKyH/I, He JAIOIIne TyMarTh.

— Ila BXonu yxe, — mpoOyoHuna KoHcranimsi, caasce B KpOBaTy.

JIBepb pacrmaxHysach, ¥ B Hee Boiesn Ppefl, COBEpIIeHHO UCITyTaHHBIA U HUYEro He MOHMMa-
IOLIUN.
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— [IyTHUK, — IPOTSHYNA OHA. — 3a4eM Thl OMJI B IBEPH, €CIIU $ Crajia? — BO3MYTUJIACH IEBOUKA,
MO/IHMMAs Ha HETro TOJIOBY.

— 41 He 3Ha1, — TIOCJIe HEKOTOPOU Tay3bl pa30ouUTO cKazan Ppe.

—I'me 517 — 3againa yxe Oojiee mMpOCTON BOITPOC JEBOYKA.

— B nepeBne Moprek, y nacryxa Koposuiu.

KoncTanus oTBepHynach B IPOTUBONOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY, Pa3IiisibiBasi IIyCTOE OKHO.

— Yke cTeMHeNo, — KOHCTaTHpOBaja OHa.

— Yt0 ¢ ToOO¥ MPOU30IILIO? — rOJIOC MATBUUKA JAPOTHYIL.

KoHcTaH11s1 BHOBb IOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO M PaBHOIYIIIHO I0aJjia IJIeYaMHU.

— Tbl MOXeET He B Kypce, — OH 3aMOJIK. ['osoc ero Belpaxasn Oe3rpaHuuHblid cTpax. — Ho Thi
He Jpllaja, Korjaa 1eds cioaa MpuHeCu.

— Hapo ke, — nonsiTanace caenarh yausienue KoHncranuus, nepeBons B3IsA] Ha PyKU. YIuB-
JIeHWE BHIIIUIO He OYEeHb MPaBIOOI00HOE.

— Tbl MHE He BepulIlh?

JleBouka Mosyaia, mpoxuras B3DIsiIoM pyku. OHa Takas kxankas. Ee mpocrto Tak, paau
YIOBOJIbCTBUSI, M30MJI HE3HAKOMEI], TIOTOM 3TO OIPOMETYMBOE pEIleHUE MyTeleCTBOBATh BMECTe
1 TeTiephb elie 1 OOMOPOK, IPUYEeM TaKOH JKAJTKHIA, COBCEM HE TePOUUYESCKUIA.

— Ilouemy ThI MOTUMIIIBL? — €TO SIBHO 3aJ€Bajla 9Ta Maysa.

— $1...y MeHs mpocToO OueHb cIadbli MynbC. BaM, HaBepHOE, MPOCTO TOKA3aI0Ch, — POOyO-
HUJIA OHA.

— TheI He gplmaia, — KaXa0€ CJI0BO OH BBIIEINI 0OCOOON MHTOHAIIMEN, 3aCTABJIAIONIEN TOHSATD,
YTO 3TO BCE €r0 OYEHb 3/IUT U IyraeT.

OH uto, Tpedyer oObsichenuit? [Ipsimo ceituac?

Koncranims monyania, MbITasich CIPABUTHCS C YAYHIAIOUMMU COMHEHUSIMU U [aBSAIIUMU
oOcrositeniberBamu. Ppef; BUAMMO MOYYBCTBOBAI €€ 3aMEIaTeSIbCTBO M CMATUYHIICS.

— Tak KT0 € ThI? — TUXO CIPOCHJI OH. Borpoc ObLT cKopee pUuTOpUYecKuil M cKa3aH ObLT Ha SMO-
USIX.

«$1 vactp Tort Cusnbl? BepositTHO, Aa», — MPOHECIIOCH B TOJIOBE.

Bouapuiace TvinMHA, HapylIaeMasi JIMILb CKPUIIOM MOJIOBULL BHU3Y, [10J HUIMU, ¥ HETPOMKHUMU
pasroBopamu, eBa CJIbIIIMMbIMU.

®pen, mAAs B NOJ, 3aKITIOYMIT, YTO OOJbINE HUYETO JeBOYKA HE CKaXeT U, TUXO YTO-TO Mpo-
OypuaB, OH CKPBUICSI.

KoHcraHIms cynopoXHO BBIOXHYNIA U, IPUHITOE HAKaHYHE pelieHre ObUI0 BHOBb MEPECMOT-
PEHO U YTBEPKIEHO.

®pen criyctuscs BHU3, K caMoMy Haudany yxuHa. Cembsi Koponm cocrosina u3 mucrepa Marta
Kopomm u muccuc Kisp Kopommu, u3 nByx neBodek-omusHsimek Hancn 1 HuHoH, a Tak ke u3 ux
Mmutaamiero Opara Popu.

— A Bala cryTHMIIa C HAMHU He TIOY)KMHAeT? — MPOCTOAYIIHO ocBeaoMmIachk muccuc Kopom,
paccrapJisisi CTOJIOBbIE TIPUOOPHI MO KPYTY.

— Omna errie cMIIKOM cJ1a0a, — CKoH(ykeHHO rporoBopi Ppen, He 3Has, Ky[a eMy AeBaThCsl, —
MOXkaJyH, elie He COBCEM OTIOXHYJIA.

Onu cenu 3a cton. Ha Heckonbko MunyT ®pen ciioBHO 320601, rae Haxoautcsi. CJIOBHO BOKPYT
HEro He He3HAKOMBIE JOOpbIE JTIOIM, a BIIOJHE ce0e XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMBIE IPY3bsl, TPAKTUYECKH JTyUlllne.

K kaxmomy 4djieHy ceMbd OH OTHOCHJICS C TETUTbIM YBaXEHUEM U Oe3rpaHuvHON CUMITaTHEH,
HOBOE TNPHUSITHOE 3HAKOMCTBO OBLIO CIIOBHO JyPMaHOM, 3aCTaBJISIIOIIUM 3a0bITh BCE MEPEKUBAHUS
1 OejIpl.

Xo03sieBa YyBCTBOBAJIM JIETKUI AUCKOM(OPT OT €ro JIETKOCTU 1 Oe3MATEKHOTO MOBEAEHMSI, HO,
TeM He MeHee, ObLTM C HUM BeceJIbl 1 BHUMATEITbHBI.

38



T. Muxesuu. «KoHcTanmmsa»

Koncranmms, cuast HaBepxy, MbITAIACh PElIUTb, YTO CHENAaeT B cledyolyio cekyHay. Cry-
CTUTBCSI BHU3 OyJeT MpoOIeMaTHYHO C yY4eTOM TOT'0, UTO i CTHIIHO 32 BCe TO MpouciiecTsre. Jleub
CriaTh TOXE He TMPEACTABISIIOCh BHITOAHBIM, TaK KaK HOYBIO HYXHO ObLIO Obl pocHYThes. [Ipocto
CUAETh W PA3MBIIILIATh ObUIO €AMHCTBEHHBIM XOPOIIMM perieHrneM. Ho 0 4yeM pa3mbInuisTh, Koraa
BCE YK€ PeIlIeHo 1 BCce TIIATebHO 0O yMaHHO?

U Tyt oHa Bcriomumia Jlep. Yrto xe ObUIo B Hell He Tak? KOHCTaHIIMS HANpsKEHHO HAXMYPH-
J1ach.

HyXHO BCIIOMHHUTB, BCIOMHUTB BCe 10 Mejiodeld. UTo ke ObLJIo He Tak B ee noBeaeHun? Bos-
MOYHO, 3arBO3/iKa ObUIa B HeW caMoii, HO uTo uMeHHO, KoHcranmsa? Y TyT ee oceHuIo.

Bce To Bpemsi, moka oHU C Hell pasroBapuBaid, Jlep PoHK mpukacasach CBOMMH MasIblIaMH
K mepcty. He HakpbIBasia MeX JIaIOHbIO, YTOOBI MOIIAINTh, & UMEHHO Kacasach ero MajbliaMu.

UYro oHa fesnana ¢ 3TiM OeIHBIM KMBOTHBIM? DTO onpeeseHHo Obuta Marust. Jlep — npeacra-
BUTEJIb YIOBOJIbCTBHU S, MOXKET JIM 9TO O3HAYATH, YTO OHA HE OXOTUJIACH, & TIHITAJIACH JIUIIIUTD €ro 00N ?
Ha cepniie Koncranimum Bapyr noterieso.

Ho 4ro-T0 6b110 OnpenenéHHo He Tak. YTo xe?

JleBouka rpezacTaBuiia cede ee pyKy, OTYETIMBO HAPUCOBAJIa B CBOEM BOOOPaKEHUH €€ MaJIbLIBI.
Ha ykazarenbHOM uTO-TO OsiecTesio, Ha MIHOBEHHE 3TO ocienuio KOoHCTaHIMIo, 3aCTaBIIO OTBEp-
HYTbCSI M 3aKpPBITh I71a3a. UTo OBl 3T0 MOIJIO ObITh? OTBET CIUIIIKOM OYEBHUJIEH, 3TO OBUIO KOJIBIIO.
[Touemy oHa cpa3y ero He 3ameTuia?

KoHcranims yrmyOmsinach B CBOM pa3MbIIUIEHUS] HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHO, YTO TepecTaa CIbIIIATh
Jaxe rpoMkue Bosriackl Ppena cHuzy. Ee MomHOCTBIO MOITIOTUIIM BOCTIOMUHAHUS.

Ho conana "e 6sut0. Tam, rae oHu cueny, He ObUIO BUIHO Jaxe HeOa, He TO, 4TO COJIHIIA.
Torma 4To e OCIenuiIo JeBOUKY, €C/M He OTpakeHHe CBeTa B KOJble?

Bo03MOX%HO, Kakoil-TO CBETALIMICSA KaMylIeK, WM Kakas-To Marus. 1 onsaTte Bce ynupaercs
B Maruio. Tak Marusi He ObUIa CKAQ3KOW WM aJIXMMUYECKUMH SKCIIEPUMEHTaMu ?

Bosbine mymath 00 3TOM He OBUTO HUKAKOTO KEeJIAaHUS.

[Nocne HECKONBKUX HAIpPSKEHHBIX YacOB HAKOHEI-TO HACTYNWIA HOYb, M BCE PAa3OILIKCH
10 CBOMM KoMHaTaM. KoHcTaHius ciblmana, kKak Ppej; ocTaHOBUJICS OKOJIO ee JIBEPH, CJIOBHO UTO-
TO MOJCITYIIMBAJI, WK OOPOJICS CO CTPAXOM IMOCTYYaTh; a TIOTOM YIIIeN, CKPUITHYB ABEPHIO.

Heosxunannsie MbICIH, TIPUIIEIINE paHee, YAeTYYMINCh, ¥ AeBOYKA 3aipeMaia.

Ha ynune ceffuac OblM mpeapaccBeTHBIE CYMEPKH, MPUOIMKAIOCh yTpo. B KomHaTe 3Hauu-
TEJIbHO TMOXO0JIOAJI0, KOO OTOHB B M€Y JABHO MOTYX U JIOM OCTBLI.

KoHcraHIus mproTKphLIa IJ1a3a ¥ 4yTh He BCKPUKHYJIa OT OCO3HAHUSI TOTO, UTO IIpocmaia cod-
cTBeHHbIN nooer. Ee B3risa1 MeTHYIICs B OKHO. Ha ropu3oHTe HeOo Hauasio cBeTieTh. A BO3AyX Havuall
XKeub JIETKUEe, pa3paxas Telo.

Opnesino GbUIO0 OTOPOIIIEHO, TIIAI, AKKYPATHO CJIOKEHHBIN PsAAOM Ha TyMOOYKe, ObLT HAKUHYT
Ha TUIeY U AeBOYKa, MoJisi camy cebs u ['ocniona, He CKpUIIeTh MOJIOBUILIAMMU, TUXO BBIIILIA.

CryneHu Bce-TakM TOJBENU €€, W3aB MPOTHBHBIN 3BYK. [IpUIIJIOCH HEMHOTO TOMEIJIUTh,
UCITyTaHHO OTJISIABIBASICh.

[IpekpacHo#l 3Ty HOUb Ha3BaTh HeNb3s1 ObUTO. Hebo, moMHOe 3Be3/1 U IJIaBHBIM HOYHBIM CBe-
THJIOM, 3aTSHY/IU TycTble oOnaka. Bo3ayx ObLT XOJOOHBINA, MPUXOIUIIOCH YCEpPAHEE 3aKyThIBATHCS
B IJ1alll, KOTOPBIA BCE PABHO HE Tpel.

V¥ Koncranuuu He OblI0 poHapsi, OTYEro MyTh ee ObLT B pasbl Tsokenee. OHa BOPYT cKazaia
ce0e, 4TO CTOWJIO ObI TIOMCKATh 0OJb, MIOKA OHA HE TMPOIILIA BCIO JIEPEBHIO U HE OYYTUJIACh B Jiecy,
B O€3JTI0THOM MecTe.

JleBouKa akKypaTHO MOTSIHYJIa HOCOM BO3/YX, IBITAsICh Pa3JIMUMTh BCE OTTEHKH 3ar1axoB, KOTO-
pble 4yBCTBOBaJIa. [ Ie-TO Ha ceBepe ee HOC yuysul pacCTBOPEHHBIN B BO3/IyXE 3arax JbIMa; Mo3au
Hee ObLT 3arax e/bl, TAKOW OJIeTHbIN M HEB3PAUHBIH, YTO YUySTh €r0 BPsJL I CMOTJIH OBl 1aKe U3ro-
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JIOOABIINMECS KMBOTHBIE; JOM, TTOOAAJIh KOTOPOTO OHA CTOsIA, MAHUJI K ceOe 3aIaxoM 4ero-To ciaj-
KOTO U €JIKOTO.

VuysB 3HaKOMble HOTKH, KoHcTaHIus nojomnia k qomy. ClnagocTs YCUIMIach, a eIKMIA 3arax
TaK W ocTajics OJe/eH.

OHa ¢ moOOMBITCTBOM B3IJISIHY/IA B OKHO. HO Tam ObLJI0 Tak ke TeMHO, KaK U Ha yJIUIIe.

«KT0-TO HerpemMeHHO 4yBCTBYeT 0OJb, — MOAyMaJia OHa, OOXOAS JOMHK, MPOOUPAsiCh K €ro
dacany. — 51 nomkHa 3aliTH Tyaa».

JIBepb TUXO CKPUITHYJIA, TTPOIyCKas JIeBOUKY B oM. [lake cefiuac, HaXOASACh B 3/I1aHUM, 3arlax
6o ObLT OUeHb OnesieH. B ome Bee cranu, mpruieM HaCcTOJBKO KPEIKo, YTO 3aKPUUYHU XOTh Ha BECh
JIOM, — BCE PaBHO HE YCIIBIIIIAT.

Uro-TO yrHETAJIO IEBOYKY, KOT/Ia OHA TPOOMpaiack K ICTOUHMKY 3anaxa. Uto, ecyii oHa He Tpa-
BUJIBHO TIOCTYymMaeTr? BpoCUTh TOrO MajbuMIIKy Ha MPOM3BOJ CYAbOBI TOJBKO M3-32 TOTO, YTO OH
o0y3a — He MPaBWIBHO, HO U TIO-JIPYTOMY HEJIb3sl.

Koncranmus cioBHO mpoBasiwiack B 6e31Hy pa3aymuii. OHa He BHJeNa, He CIIbIIaia HIYero
niepen codoi. JIumb gymana v 4yBCTBOBAJIA.

VIMeHHO MO3TOMY CTEKJISTHHBIM CTaKaH, CTOSIBIIINI Ha CTOJIE TIOOJAITh OT Hee, C OTTYIIUTETbHBIM
3BYKOM PYyXHYJI Ha I10J1 ¥ BbiBeJT KOHCTaHIINIO U3 OlleNIeHeHU .

Eit mouyaunack cama [Mangopa, ypoHHUBIIAs AIIMK, KOTOPbIHA BIIOCIEICTBINA PACKPHLICS U MOKa-
3aJ1 HEMPUATHYIO UCTHHY JTIOISIM.

KoneuHo, ucropus ee Oblia He TakoBa, HO KOHCTaHIIMS 1 cama OOBSICHUTH He MOTJIa, TOYeMy
TaK MOyMasa.

Eme pa3 yOenuBIIMCh, 9YTO HUKTO HE MIPOCHYJICS, JEBOYKA 3aCEMEHMIA K IBETKY B TOPIIIKE,
KOTOPBIH CTOSIT y OKHa.

Ot Hero ucxoaut Takoi 3amax? KoHcTaHims ormszaena nomemieHue. Bokpyr ObLM TOJBKO
HE XKMBBIC ITPEJMETBI: CTOJIbI, CTYJIbs, KOBPBI, KAPTUHBI M MOTYXIIUI KaMUH. MOXET, 4TO-TO CrOPeJio
B KamuHe? JleBouka 3amMepiia, monpoOoBaia BO3AyX PsIOM C 30JI0M M TUXO TIOKaJajia roJIOBOM.

C pacTeHreM B TOpIIIKe YTO-TO ObLIO He Tak. OHO yMHpasio, MEAJICHHO U OOJIbHO. DTON 60N
XBaTUT JIMIIb HA Yac, €CIM He MeHbile, Ho KoHCTaHI|S 1Mo ee TmojcueTaM yxke JOKHA OyaeT yuTu
u3 Jieca.

MeieHHO HaKJIOHSISICh K IIBETKY, JIEBOUKA HE CIella MOTsSHY/IA BO3/IyX Ha ceOsl.

UYepes nmapy MrHOBEHHH Tesio Oyarto mepectano (hyHKIMOHUpOoBaTh. Pyk u Hor KoHcTaHIust
HE YYBCTBOBaJIa, OHa OECIIOMOIIHO CBAJIMJIACh HA ITOJT M OCTaJIaCh HETIOIBMKHOM. VI3 171a3 e€ moTekm
CIE3bI, HO camMa OHA He MPOPOHMJIA HU 3BYKA.

IT0 pacTeHre, OHO 3achkixaer. [lasiue JIyuu COTHIIA U HEIOCTATOK BJIATW CTAJIA STOMY TpH-
yrHOU. Ero Hy)XHO MOJNTB.

JleBouKa eJie MOAHSIACH U, TTPEeO0IeBast JKKSHUE 1 UTJIbI B KOHEYHOCTSIX, 3aCEMEHIIIA K KyXHe.

Tam 6bi1a HeOOX0oaMMasi Boga. Ot 6omu ee, KoHcTaHIuMIO, yke He n30aBUTh, HO IBETOK CITACTU
MOXHO.

HeyBepeHHO B3sIB CTakaH, HAINlOJIHUB €ro BOJOW M3 BeJpa, CTOSBIIETO PAIOM C KaMUHOM,
OHa TIPOIIIa B 0OPaTHOM HAIIPaBJICHWU U BHIIUIECHYJIA COIEPXKUMOE Ha pacTeHue. Boigenenus 6o
YMEHBIIWINCh, a 3HAYUT, IIBETOK 3aXWI. Ho Teso mpomomkano KoaoTh U xkedb. OCOOeHHO CHUITBHO
OO0JIEIIO TOPIIO — €r0 CXBATUJI CHJTBHBIN Cria3M, ObUTO OOJILHO TJIOTATh.

Koe-kak BbIOpaBImch n3 qoMa, KoHcTaHus, Haias MOJIOMaHHBIN CYK, 11714 BIIepel, OMMpasich
Ha Hero.

UyBCTBO BUHBI HE MOKHUIATIO €e, XOTS OHA U 1mo3adblia 000 BCeM, UTO CIyYUJIOCh Toraa. Ei
XOTEJIOCh MIPSMO Ceuac, B 3Ty CEKyH/IY, MOJICUTD KU3Hb HA «JI0», TJie He ObLJIO HUYEro XOpolero,
HUYETrO0 MHTEPECHOTO U CYACTIMBOIO; U «IIOC/IE», KOTOPOE JIOJKHO ObLIIO BHECTH TMEPEMEHbI B €€
*u3Hb. Ho OHa BIIpyr BCIIOMHMIIA, UTO yiKe JIeIUiIa CBOIO KU3Hb Ha 3TH JIBa CJIOBA.
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Paccer mpuOnmxkancsa. CyMepky CMEHWINCH JKeJITOM 3apel, cTajio mpoxjiagHee. Bech meii-
3K Havasl MEJICHHO MPeoOpakaThCs: MPOCHIAIUCH MTUIIB, HAYWHAS TAIIETh U TIePEeKPUKUBATHCS,
CYMEPKM Ha4aJI pacCeUBAThCsl, OTKPBIBASI YETKMI BUJ] HA TEMHBIN JIEC; M3-3a TOPU30HTA [TOKA3aJ1ach
TOJIOCKA COJTHIIA.

Bosb OT pacTeHHs cTasia TOHEMHOT'Y IPOXOJWTh, Yac 32 YaCOM BBIBETPUBATHCS U3 OPraHU3Ma.

KOHCTaHHI/IH, pasaBurad BETBU ACPEBLEB, CIIOTBIKASACH O KOPHU, 1A ITPAKTUYCCKU HAyTra. Ee
CITyTaHHbIE, JABHO 3a0BITHIE €11 BOJIOCHI, CEYaC CTAPAIUCh KaK MOXKHO KperJe U OObHee 3alenIThCs
3a BETBH, 3aCTABJIsAS IEBOYKY OSCITYMHO BCKPUKHBATH.

JlenTtsl, rae ee neHThl? OHa IIe-TO UX OCTaBMJIa, HO Ie xe”?

B crenyroree MrHoBeHre HOra riepecTajia 4YyBCTBOBATh 3eMJTIO, & IIOTOM YTO-TO 3aTSHYJIO TEJIO
BHU3.

Ee OvICTpbIii B3MJIA] BrIiepe]] U Pe3KUil BCKPHK — MOCIIEIHEE, YTO YBUJIE JieC.
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4 rmaBa. Mpak u Hajge:Kkaa

...MPAUHO, HECKOHUAeMO KapKaiom 60poHsl. Mx zonoca 6 necHom xope
38YuaAm 6cez0 Henpusimueii — 0e3pacocniHvle, Oe3HAEHCHble OHU HABOOSIM
MOCKY, HANOMUHAIOM O OPEHHOL NAOMU. ..

Koaun Maxxanoy «Ilorousue 6 meprosnuxe»

3zech, B 3TOM TEMHOM U HEMOHATHOM MecTe MaxJio 3emuieil. HaBepHoe, orToro, uro oHa, Kon-
CTaHLMSA, B 3TOM 3emuie U yToruia. Yro npousonuio ceiyac? KoHcTaHIMs 11u1a, HUYEro He Mojo3pe-
Basi, 1 HU O YeM He Jymasi, U BIIPYT M0YBa M0Jl HOraMy PaccTyIMJIach, POHsA €€ B CBOM HeJpa.

U kak teneps BeiOUpatbesa? e Bepx, a rae Hu3? Bee nepemenanock, nepemnyTanoch, B Ia3ax
MOTEMHEJIO, IPUYEM JIaKe He U3-32 TEMHOTHI, a U3-3a KPyrOBOPOTOB, OITUCHIBAEMBIX €I0.

KoHcTaHnus, OTKpBIB I71a3a, He cpasy IMOHSUIA, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. BOKpyr OBUIO YepTOBCKH
TEMHO, CBIPO U X0JI0AHO. I e oHa?

«[TonzemHas nemepa», — MOAYMAJIOCh €M, KOT/ia OHa TSAHYJIa TOJIOBY BBEPX.

Ho 310 ObUTO CrMmikom crpaHHO. [loa3eMHble memeps! ecid U OblIM, TO YXOAWIU IITyOOKO
B 3eMJTI0, HACTOJIBKO ITyOOoKO KoHcTaH1ms ynacts He Moria. Ecin ke Oblin melepbl Ha MOBEpXHOCTH,
TO pa3MepoM OHH OBUTH C KPOTa, a TOT JOBOJILHO MAJICHBKHIA Jaske 1151 JBeHAJIATUIIETHEN JEeBOYKH.
A 31€ech OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl MPOCTOPHO. «IJlaBHOE, HE MAHWKOBATh U HE JIeNlaTh PE3KUX JBHXKe-
HHI, MHAUe 3eMJIsi OOBAIMTCS», — UCIYTaHHO MogyMaia oHa. Bosmyx Hauanm koH4atbesi. Ecim oHa
MIPOZIOJIKUT TaK CHIETh, TO HM YeM XOPOIINM 3TO He 3aKoHuuTcsl. KoHcTanims, otmMeTB 60Ib B rpa-
BOW HOTe, MOMbITAJIACh AKKYPaTHO BCTaTh. TOJBKO BBIIPSMUBIIUCH BO BECh POCT, 3eMJIsl YIEpiach
eii B rosioBy. «EcTb 111 mpoxos BrpaBo?», — CIpOCHIIa OHa cama ceOsl, HepEIIUTEIbHO TIePEeMHUHASICh
c Horu Ha Hory. Ceiiyac oHa 4yBcTBOBaJa cedst Aymcoii, momnasiieil e He B Ctpany Yyzaec, To
B Mup KommapoB, KOTOpbIi ¢ KaX/IBIM pa3oM IPETOAHOCUT el Bce Oosiee CTpaHHbIE UCTIBITAHUSI.

W Bce e OHa ABUHYJIACh BIIPABO, BRICTABUB PYKH BIIEPE/L U HE PO U ABYX METPOB, YIIEp/ach
B cTeHy. JIajiHO Obl, B CTEHY U3 3eMJIM, TaK HET, yIepiach B KAMEHHYIO.

«HaBepxy 4To-TO ecTb» — nojyMaioch eil. Tak e BbICTaBUB PYKHU BIIEPE/l, OHA MPOILLIA B IIPO-
TUBOIMOJIO)KHYIO CTOPOHY, HO 3/1eChb TOHHEJb IleJ Aajbllle, CBeTiee Baaiu. [laneko Brepenu ObLl
TYIHUK.

Hoiins no Hero, KoHcTaHIMs XOoTena B3MISIHYTh HaBEpX, YTOOBI YBUJETh KeJlaHHOE HeOO,
HO BMECTO 3TOrO MOBEpHYJa royioBy BIipaBo. Orryaa men ceer. Cepalle AeBOYKM €KHYJIO, M OHa
YyTh JIM He oOekaa K BBIXOAY. A OH 1 IipaBja Tam Obul. Tereps ke, OHa He TIOHMMAaJa, 3a49eM cyp0a
3aBena ee ciofa. s Toro 4toOsl MPOBEPUTH €€ BHIHOCIMBOCTH? Ee BBIHOCIMBOCTb MOIJIA TPOSIB-
JATHCA U B Apyrux Bewax. Kaxaas 60b, KOTOPYIO OHa TEPITUT, 3TO HE TIOBOJ, /151 BBIHOCIUBOCTH?

Teneps 3Ta «IpoBepKa» MoKa3ajlach €l HEUMOBEPHO IIyIOM U oueHb IpocToil. Tosbko ceifuac
OHa 3aMeTUJIa, YTO OYEeHb Ipsi3Hast. 3eMJIsl pa3yKpacuia HEKOIa JKeJIToe IUlaThe B KOPUYHEBO-Yep-
HBII [[BET, MPUOABHUB «M3IOMUHKI» €Ille M YepPHWIBHON KJIsIKce. HyKHO ObLIIO CPOYHO HAWTH PEUKy
WU XOT$1 OBl pydent.

Mup paciiBel1, CTajlo HAaCTOJIBKO SICHO M TEIUIO, YTO JIae B IPOCTEHbKOM, HO HETPOMOKAEMOM
Tuiamie JIeBoYKe ObUIO KYTKO AyIIHO. Ee Teno OyKBajbHO MIaBUIIOCh, HO CHSTH C ceOsl 3Ty Belllb OHa
He Moryia. CIIMIIIKOM YK OH ObLT HafieKHbIA. OT HEero MCXOauiIa aypa 3aluThl, KoTopoi KoHcTaHIms
B CBOE BpeMs1 He noityumiia. Bosayx cran Bnaxksee, mpoxiaaHeit. Boma 6bi1a 6:113K0, HO B TANOPOTHH-
Kax ObUIO HE Pa3IIsIAeTh CITyCKa BHI3, BOOOIIE HUKAKOW 3eMJTH He pasriisaneTs. HecMoTpst Ha BhIcOKHe
J€PEBbs1, CONTHEYHBIN CBET, XOTh M1 HEMHOT'O IIPOCESHHbIN, OCBEIAJ 3eMJII0, ITOCTENIEHHO BBICYIIIMBAs
NAIOPOTHUKY U TpaBy, Hakauisis 3eminio. Cryck Bce-Taku ObL1. [TarnopoTHuk, 0cOOEHHO pa3pociiuiics
Y 3J0POBbI, KaK cama JJ€BOYKa, OTJIMYHO CKPbLI BOAY, HO HE CIpsATal ee BoBce. PaHo mim no3aHo
peuka Oblia Obl HalijIeHa.
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DT1a peuka, K CJIOBY, BBIXOJWIA K TON JIepeBHE, IJie B JAHHBIA MOMEHT TOJBKO MPOCHIIAJICS
®pen. I[paBaa, Tam OHa 3aMETHO CyKaJlach, yTeKajia BIaJlb, U TJie KOHYaJIach, He 3HAJI HUKTO.

[TpoxsiagHasi Boza B 3HOMHBIN AeHb MMOJIENCTBOBAIA OTpe3BIsiolle. He pazaeBasich, mpsiMo Tak,
KoHcran1us Boluia B BOAY MO CamMylo TPyIb U IPUHSLIACH YMBIBATHCSI.

[MomnbIBIIMIA pa3yM MepecTas Tedb U 3aCThUl. 3a/IepkaB JbIXaHWe, KOTOPOe MIHOBEHHO OT/a-
JI0Ch OOJIBIO B JIETKHX, IEBOUKA HBIpHYJIA. [1o1 BOIO OHA BRIMBLIA CITYTABIIIUECS BOJIOCHI, JIUIIO, IS0
1 tuteun. BeiHbIpHYTa. BO3/1yX mociie Takoro crajt ApakoHbMM riaMeHeM, KoHCTaHIu s 3aKalisiach.
Ei1 nyxHa noanuTka. Kak pa3s Torna, korga BoKpyr Hu gym. TyT qeBodka 3anaHukoBana. [To-nmpex-
HEMY CTOsI B BOJIe, OHa O@CIIOMOIITHO O3UPaJIach 10 CTOPOHAM Y BBIMCKMBAJIA B3IJISAOM KaKyl0-HAOY/Ib
xeptBy. [IpocTos Tak erle MUHYT NATh-JECSITh, OHA BhIOEXKATa U3 BOABI U UyTh He ymnana. [lnarn
CTaJI B JIBa pasa Tsokeliee, OH MpuiaBiuBai KOHCTaHIMIO K 3eMJie, 3aCTaBlisis €¢ BHOBb UCITAYKAThCSI.
Ho neBouka Obuta cuibHee. [laThe MPUIMIUIO K HOTaM, a MPH OBICTPON XOAbOe 3TO ObLJIO OYEHb
HEeyIoOHO, T0TOMY OHa BCE BpeMsI TIOMPAaBJIsijIa €ro, MPEKPACHO OCO3HABAs, UTO 3TO OECIIONE3HO.

Mwumo nposieTatu ¢ OrTyIIUTeTbHON OBICTPOTOM MTHIIBL, HO 33JI€Th UX, YTOOBI IPUIUHUTH OO,
HeueM. JKMBOTHBIX He OblT0. Hu 6e1ok Ha AepeBbsix, HU KPOJIMKOB, HU JIMCHIIL, HU ojieHe. [la naxe,
eca Obl ¥ ObLTH, Kak Obl KoHcTantus npuuramia uM 6oib? lepets Ob1 BeipBasia? U HOXa y Hee
BpoOjie He OBbUIO, XOTSI OHA M BCerjia Hocuia ero ¢ coooil. Ceiiuac ee oXxBaTuUiIa HACTOSIIAS TTAHUKA.
Kucnopon ¢ kaxapiM pa3oM MpUHOCKI O0JTh BCe CUJTbHEE, a KpyroM Hu aymi. OHa 4To, yMpeT 3/1ech?

Toraa oHa Bo3HEeHaBHIe/Ia OOJIb BO BCEX ee YepTOBbIX acrekTax. Kpyrom Obuta ogna 601k, OHa
YyBCTBOBaJIa BCET/Ia TOJIBKO OO0JTb, M He BaXHO, I7I0TAJIa JIM OHA €€ WK ObLIa FOJIOIHA.

Bnapyr KoHcranims cMupuiack ¢ TeM, 9YT0 MeJIeHHO ymupaet. [logenoM el 3a To, 9To Bce
BpeMs OTTaIKKMBasia oT ceds mopei. [lomuia 661 ¢ @penom — npodiem Obl He Obuto. [Touemy oH
eil Tak He HpaBuTcsA?! Hy, JOOONBITHBIA HEMHOTO, C KaXJbIM ObIBaeT. A Terepb OHA 3/1€Chb OfIHa,
0e3 MOANUTKY, ME/JICHHO U MyUYUTEJIbHO 3a/IbIXaeTCsl TeM, YeM JIBIIIUT Bce YesioBeuecTBo. Kucio-
pomom. Ee Obl icTOpHsI MOTJIa 3aKOHUMTHCS YKe cervac, eci Obl ee BAPYT He oceHmno. OHa, MOK-
past ¥ COBepIIIeHHO pa30OuTasi, mprcea U Hadaia 0e3)KajJoCTHO OOphIBaTh MAMOPOTHUK. TOT 3aBBLI
oT O0JH, ¥ IeBOYKa PE3KO B3/I0OXHYJIA, OlTyIasi ¢adyio, HO BIIOC/IEICTBUN YBEIMIMBAIOILYIOCS OOJIb
B pyKax M HOrax. YyJaieHHoe cepreOneHne CHaJala YyCKOPUIOCh, UYTO UyTh HE B30PBAJIOCH,  TIOTOM
MIPOMYCTHUJIO JIBa yAapa.

Oco3HaBas ceiiyac, 4YTo OHA CJiesiajia, OHa MPHIIUIA K Y’KACHOMY BBIBOJY: OHA CJIUIIIKOM Me/l-
JieHHO jiymaeT. To, 9To OHa YMBIIIJICHHO, OT TroJIofa, MPUIMHUIIA O0Jb Oe33alUTHOMY CYIIECTBY, ee
MaJio 3a00THIIO; 9TO OBUT MHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHEHUSsI, OH €CTh y BCEeX JIIOJCH, TaK YTO HEYero TyT
B ITIOK BIIQJIaTh.

Tem Oornee pacTeHue, Takoe kajlKoe CyIIecTBO, HU3IIee 10 IIAPCTBY M BOOOIIE HE CIIOCOOHOE
3a cebs MoCTos. . .

Omna Bapyr ynapuia ceOs mo juiry. Ee MbIcu mpoTUBOpeYrn camu cede, TO JIM OT 3JI0CTH,
TO JIU OT OOU/IBI.

B xoHIIe KOHIIOB, 32 PpenoM HaI0 BEPHYThCS.

Ho 6buto omHO «HO». JleBouka COBEpIIIEHHO He 3Halla, KyJa el HanmpaBUThCsA. Bblnesas u3-
TOJT 3eMJTH, OHA KaK-TO HE OCOOCHHO 3a00THJIACh, B KAKyI0 CTOPOHY UJIET. A Terephb, IMoJ] COTHIO pa3
MOBEPHYB BIIPABO-BJIEBO U CTOJIBKO ke KapAWHAJILHO MEHsISl HalpaBjieHUe, — Terlepb OHA TIOHSATHS
HE MMeJia, OTKY/Ia MPUIILIA.

D70 ee He MyTajio, HO JeJI0 ObLIIO CKBEPHBIM.

keksk

q)pCII IMMPOCHYJICA CIIMIIKOM IIO3JHO 1 HEMHOI'O YIMBUJICS, HE 3aCTaB XO34€B J0MA. On peummni,
YTO TaK U HAJ0, MO3TOMY OCTAaBUB 3alIMCKYy B CBOEM KOMHATe C 6JIaFO,HapHOCTHMI/I, MOCTYy4all B COCEa-
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HIOIO JIBEpb, rie MupHO crana Koncranmms. [lomkHa Obuta criath. Ee Tam, KOHEYHO ke, He ObUIO,
He ObUTO Jake ee Belel. «Heyxkenu oHa yIiia ere ¢ yrpa?» — MogyMall OH, POHsIS cepile.

— Yt0 Ha yMe y 3TOH JeBUOHKHM?! — BO3MYIIEHHO MPOIIUIES OH U OBICTPHIM IIaroM MOKHU-
HYJT IOM.

keksk

KoHcraHimss B3gporHysia OT MpUATHOrO Inenecta mosaaud ceds. OOepHyTbCs OHa TOKa
HE cMeJa, MbITasiCh He BblJaTh cBoM uchyr. Jlep PoHK Kak MOXHO MeJyieHHee MOoJOIIa K JIEBOUKE
Y OCTQaHOBUJIACh OT HEe B HECKOJIBKHX IIIarax.

— Thor IMOoABCPHYJIAa HOFY? — CITPOCUJIa OHA, JICHUBO OITIAAbIBAA 3aTbIJIOK JEBOYKU.

Ta OpICTpO MOKaYasa roJoBOM.

— 41 xe 4yBcTBYIO, — MporoBopmia Jlep, mpukacasich KOHUMKAMU TAJIBIEB K JKEITOMY IUIAThIO.

Koncranmms onyctuia rmasa. Eit 6110 cTpaiiHo, mpaja, CTpaiHo, Bellb 3T0 He yesnoBek. Ho,
ciaBa BceMy, ¥ He bor. DT1o b o1yXoTBOpEeHHE, CIIOCOOHOE UMETh HECKOJIBKO CBSI3aHHBIX MEK/Ty
co00ii CIocOOHOCTEN 1 Oe3rpaHUYHYIO KU3Hb. Vi HeT?

— 51 mory u30aBUTH TeOs OT ITOM OOJIN, CKAXH TOJIBKO «Ja», — Ipoaosrkaa Jlep, Bojs najibieM
IO JKEJITON TKaHM.

Ortkazars? Cornacutbesi? YTo ceituac BakHee: ropocTh Wi ynoBieTBopeHHocTh? Hora nana
HEOOXOIMMBIH TOIYOK B 3TOT MOMEHT.

— Jla, — crapasce TpaTUTh MUHUMYM BO3]1yXa, poropopuia Koncranmums.

— O pa, s 3HajNa, YTO THI MEPECTYNHUIIb STOT MOPOr, — YbIOHYyIachk Jlep, 00oiast AEBOUKY
U Terepb CMOTPsI €1 PSIMO B TJ1a3a.

keksk

[epeeiM nenom @pen HampaBWIICS K peke, MO0 Jiec, o ero MHEHHIO, ObLT 3aTeeil OaHaIbHOM,
u ecu Obl KoHcTaHIus xotena, 4toObl ee He HAIUTH, TO TyAa Obl TOYHO He HampaBuiiach. CITyCTHB-
IIKCh MOl MOCT, OH BHUMATEJILHO ITOCMOTpeT Ha Boy. Tam, mepenuBasich u 1epopMUpysch, TAHYJIOCH
ero OTpakeHue, 3aropakrBasi CoOOM KaMeHHCToe JHO. UTo-To KpacHOe TSAHYJIOCH MO BOjie, KOTopast
JBUTAJIACh y TOW CTOPOHBI Oepera. Peuka, cama no cebe HermyOokast, Obljia ’KyTKO X0MonHOH. HukHss
yacThb Tena ®pea OYKBaJIBHO JILIOM MOKPBLIACh, 3aTO BOJA OCBEKMUIIA U OKOHYATESIEHO MPOOyanIIa.

Uro-To KpacHoe okazasnoch JeHToil. Jlenta Koncranum?

[Novyemy-TO MaNbUMK 3aMep, pa3misabBas HAXOKY KaK OMacHOe COKpoBuine. B ero rosnose
MeJIbKHYJIa 9Ta JICHTA elle Torja, Korja oHa Obula Ha KoHCTaHIMM, ¥ 3TO OKOHYATEIBHO YKPETUIIO
ero jorajku. Beiiiist Ha 6eper, OH, Kak CJIeyeT, BbIKAJ CBOIO OJEK/Iy Y MyCTHJICS MPOTUB TEUCHUS
B CTOPOHY Jieca.

KoHcraHIus B 9T0 BpeMsi CMUPHO CHjie/ia Ha KaKOM-TO MOBAJIEHHOM JIepeBe U HaNpPsKEHHO
cmotpena Ha Jlep. Ta, 3Has cBOe A€o, MPUBBIYHO KOCHYJIACh MajbliaMu JIOABDKKH. o Temy mpo-
I11eJT IPUSITHBIA BUOPUPYIOIIHIA XOJOIOK M Bce mpekpatuiiock. Hora nepecrana 6omnets. Ha masnbie
JE€BOYKA 3aMEeTHJIa BCE TO K€ KOJIbIIO.

«CrpammBarb 00 3TOM ellle paHO» — pelluia OHa.

— HyxHo eiie mogox/iath, MoKa HOra HAaUHET YyBCTBOBaTh. JTO Kak Jie]| MPIJIOKUTDb Ha JUTH-
TeJIbHOE BpeMsi, — ckazana Jlep POHK, 3aKyCHB HUXKHIOW TyOy.

Ee mMaHepa nmocTosHHO KycaTh I'yObl M MSITh UX OYeHb MHTepecoBasia KoHCcTaHIuIo, XOTh U pas-
Apakajia ofHOBpeMeHHo. Jlep, Buas, 4to codeceiHUIIa MOTUUT, Pelliiia BHIBECTH €€ Ha PasroBop,
MIPUYEM JIOBOJIbHO CTPAHHBIN.

— 3Haelb, KOrja s oJBepHYJIa HOTY OJJHAKIbl, KAKOW-TO MapeHb, BO3MOKHO, OOBIYHBIN paboT-
HUK, & MOXET M 3HaTHBIN TOCIIOIMH, OTHEC MEHsI IOMOM Ha CBOe cnvHe. Bbiia JOBOIBHO Becenas
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MPOTyJIKa Mo omy1ke jeca. Kaxercs, 310 6b110 0oueHs gaBHO. Hy, B 0011ieM, OTHEC OH MEHs M CKazal,
YTO MOsI aypa MPOIUTaHA APOMATOM IOJIBIHA U Maka. Torna s OTBeTWIIa, YTO TaK JOJDKEH MaxXHYTh
BECh MUP.

OH paccmestiicst, HABEpHOE, He MOHSLT TOT0, UTO s UMeJia BBULLY.

KoHcTaH1us, OTMIIETBOPEHHE CaMOTO CIIOKOWCTBHUS M CTATUYHOCTH, CJIeTKa YJIbIOHYIach. Bepo-
ATHO, OHA UMEJIa BBUY, YTO O3HAYAIOT apOMAThI ITOJIBLIHU U MaKa. C AaBHUX BPEMEH CYUTAJIOCh, YTO
9TH PACTECHUA SABJIAIOTCA «CEMEHAMM YIOBOJIbCTBUSA U HACIIAXKACHUA» U UX apoOMaT HEPEIKO MOKHO
6I)UIO BCTPETUTH B IOMAX BaXHBIX I'OCIIO.

Jlep Ponk 3amerwiia, uto KoHctanus cnado yasidaercs, 6ynaro Obl HIYEro He OHUMas.

— ThI uTO K€, TOXKE HE noHsa? — HpﬂMO_HI/IHCfIHO CITpOCUJIa OHA, BITIAABIBAACH B ICBOYKY CBO-
HUMU AHTAPHBIMU IJIa3aMU.

ITornxonsky KoHCTaHIIMIO HAYAJIO OTITYCKATh M OHA TUXO 3arOBOPUJIA:

— [onsna.

Jlep, kazanocs, eil He noBepwia. Ho ymMHBIE T71a3a M YBEPEHHBIN TOJI0C OOJIbIIE HE TOBOPUIIH,
410 B KOHCTaHIIMK CTOUT COMHEBATHCSI.

— JlajgHO, — IPOTSIHYJIO OIyXOTBOPEHHUE CIIOKOWHO, — Y MEHS K TeOe BaKHBIN pa3roBop. Thl ezo

npeeMHuIa’?
KoHcTaHnus, He coBceM NMOHMMAs1, O KOM pedb, TOMOTaJla F'OJIOBOM.
— Ho... — 310 mokupoao Jlep, — 51 Beab Bce MpoxyMaa. .. Kak sl MOIJIa OUTMOUTHCS ?

KoHcraHims noxara mjae4aMu, 4YTo 03HA4asIo, 4TO OHAa COBEPILIEHHO HE JI0Ta/IbIBAETCS, OTYETO
Ta MOIJIa OIIMOUTHCS.

— To1 Bep ObUIA KEM-TO Mociana ciofia? — cripocuiia Jlep PoHk, MammHaibHO riepedupast najib-
[[AMU CKJIAIKU CBOETO TLJIaThsI.

— Her, — oTBeTHI 1A €li IeBOYKA.

Jlep, coBHO 00MIEBIINCH, OTBEPHY/IACh U 3acThula. KoHcTaHImsa oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUE Ha ee
KOPOTKOE TIIIaThe, JoXoasiee 10 joabbkeK. OOyBbIO CIYKWIM Carlord, HO HACKOJBKO JTMHHBIC,
MOHSATH OBLJIO CIIOKHO.

— Torpa 49to THI 371€Ch Jlenaelib? — JeByIKa BHOBb MMOBEPHYIAch K KoHCTaHIMM 1 mocMoTpena
Ha Hee ¢ JI0OOMBITCTBOM. J[eBOYKa JIGHUBO TIOBEpHYJIa TOJIOBY.

T'onosa Jlep PoHk, oOpamiieHHast CMeIIIaHHBIM IIBETOM BOJIOC, ObIJTa HEMHOT'O HaKJIOHEHA B OOK,
a ia3a, CUAsime OJM3KO K MepeHOCHuIle, BIUBAIKCH B J€BOUKY. KOHCTaHIMIO HACTOPOXMIIO TaKoe
BHUMAaHUCE.

— Yb6eraio, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJIa OHA, OTBOJSI B3TJISI.

— Ot koro? Kyna?

— DTO COBCEM HE BaKHO.

Onu 3amonkian. KoHcTaHIMs, 10 9TOro MOMEHTa MHUPHO pasmisgbIBaioniasi CTalKy OeJoK,
BAPYT BCKOUMIIA.

— Hora! TBost HOra e1ie He COBCEM 3/10pOBa, 31! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA Jlep, BLICTaBIIsASI pyKU BIIEPEA.

Ho Hora KoHcranmmio He BostHOBas1a. OHa ObICTPBIM 1IArOM IOIIUIA IIPOYb, KeJlasi YUTH OT MbIC-
Jief ¥ coBceM 3a0bIB O HACYIIIHBIX BOITPOCAX.

— Koncranc! — B3Busrnyna Jlep, crost nozaau Hee.

KoHcraH1ms octaHOBHIACh, Kak BKOMaHHAsA. Ee Teso MeyieHHO OBEPHYJIOCH MO HAITPABJICHUIO
K JE€BYLIKE. HNx B3IVIAAbI BCTPETUIIMCH, HO JIMIIIb HA MITHOBCHHC.

— Jlep, cnacu6o Tebe. A Teriepb Jail MHE YITH, sl JOJKHA BEPHYThCS U 3a0paTh KOE-KOro.

— Otmycrur i Te0s Jiec? — chsa3Buia Jlep, eBa caepkuBasi THEB.

-A?

Ho Ta cnoBHO He cibimana. Jlep Bcrasa M OBICTPHIMU IIaraMu TOJOIUIA K 3aMeIIKaBIIeHCs
neBouke. Terepb KoHCTaHIIMA SICHO TOYYBCTBOBAJIA 3arax skKKeHOH MOJIBIHU, UCXOIAIIHIA OT BO30Y K-
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nenHou Jlep. OHa oTmIaTHYJIaCh CKOpee OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, YeM OT cTpaxa. boib B Hore mouyBCTBO-
BaJIaCh HAMHOIO O3/IHEM.

— Tel nomxHa MHE MOMOUb. $1 He 3Hal0, KTO Thl, HE 3HAIO0, 3aYE€M ThI 3/IECh U ITOHSTUS HE UMEIO,
Kakue nesnu npecnenyeiis. Ho, noxkaiyiicra, BbICTyIlail, — Mporopopuia POHK, HEMHOTO yCIIOKOMB-
IHCh.

JleBouKy 3ajiea ee cOOCTBEHHAs BaXKHOCTh TAKOMY CYIecTBY, Kak PoHk. Panee oHa maxe
KaKoW-HUOY/Ib MyXe He Oblla Hy’KHa, a Terepb y Hee MPOCHUT MOMOIIM cama MOTyOOTHHS.

— MHe neicTBUTENBHO HAI0 UITH, — YK€ MeHee yBepeHHO npomoiBuia KoHcranuus, nenas
ellle OJIMH 1Iar Ha3a[.

Jlep PoHk mokauasa rojsioBoi, a 3aTem ckazaja:

— Tol Beib HEHABUAUIIIL ITY OOJIb, Be/ib Tak? 1 3HAIO0, UTO THI HE XOYellh TaK KUTh. 51 BUaena,
C KaKoW MaHUKOM Thl Oerasia 3/1ech B IOMCKaxX 4ero-To. Bo3aMoxHO, 51 1axe 3aryisiHy/a B TBOU MBICITH.
4 3Ha10, KTO 3TO BHITBOPsieT, KOHCTaHC. Y HEro HeT mpasa CylIECTBOBaTh. 1bl MOXKEIIb IOMOYb MHE
€ro OJ0JIETb.

«Bepb THI Takas ke, Kak ¥ OH», — YyTh HE BBIPBAJIOCH y TIOTyOOTMIHU.

Koncranus 3agymanace. Eil elie HUKOria He MpUXoANJIOCh COPEBHOBATHCS, 3aTEM IIPUHUMATh
MOMOIITb, & TENePb BBICIYIIMBATH MPOChOY O COTpyIHUYECTBE. A yk TeM Oonee oT Jlep PoHK, omyxo-
TBOPEHUS! YOBOJIbCTBUSI.

— $1 HeHaBMXy OOJIB, THI TpaBa. Jloa¥ CTPaAAIOT, )KUBOTHBIE UCTEKAIOT KPOBBIO, PACTEHUS YMU-
paioT, ¥ S MOTy UM MOMOYb, HO Bellb 51 TOXe Oyqy MeIJIeHHO yMupaTh, pa3Be Her? HezaBucumo
OT TOro, Oy/IeT J11 OOJIb BOKPYT WJIH HET, 51 Bce paBHO yMpY. .. C 3TUM CTOUT cCMUPUTHCs. 51 ObI XOTemna
TeOe MOMOYb, HO s HE YBEpEeHa, UTO CIPABIIIOCh, — OTBETUJIA IEBOYKA TIOCJIE HEKOTOPOU May3bl.

— INocnyiaid, 3T0 HE OYEHb CJIOKHO. BhIiienib 3a npeiesnsl jJeca — HapapJiIsAics Ha 10T, TIoKa
He MoNaJelb B MaJIeHbKUI ropofiok, bpanxem. Ilpoiis ero, HeMHOro NMoBepHellb Ha 3araj v yBU-
JWIIH emé onuH ropoa, Mupirt. Bo riiaBe 3Toro ropopa, Kyjia CIrycTsi Kakoe-To BpeMs IO IeIb, OyaeT
OCOOHSIK, KOTOPBIN 3HAYUTEIbHO OTJIMYAETCS OT OCTAJIBHBIX JIOMOB. Tebe HyKHO Oy/IeT JMIIb 3aiTh
TyJa U MOIPOCUTh Y XO35IMHA TOMOLIH.

— Ho kakoii nomoum?

— JIro6o#i. ['maBHOE, 4TOOBI THI B 3TOT MOMEHT UyBCTBOBaJIa 00ib. JymmeBHyio. Thl Bejb MOXKeEIIIb
noroniaTh 60Jb Apyrux cyiectB? BoT u ucmosb3yii 3Ty cBO0 criocoOHOCTh. OH HE 3aMETHUT pas-
HUIIBL.

— 51 He Mory TOBOpHTH, KOrJa BO MHE uyXas O0JIb.

Jlep Ponk Bckunyna OpoBu.

— Kak st0?

KoHcTranums nuib noxana rjiedyamu.

— Xopolto, iepes; BXOAOM B OCOOHSIK 51 UTO-HUOYAb MpuayMalo. Tak Thl cornacHa?

Koncranims 3agymanack. C ofiHOW CTOPOHBI, BCE HOBOJBHO IpocTo. HyxHO Bcero suiib
MIPOUTH OMpe/eIeHHbIN MyTh U MOMPOCUTH MOMOIIH y X03siMHA ocoOHsIKa. Ho, ¢ apyroi, Bcé caui-
KOM TyMaHHO M PUCKOBaHHO. Jla ¥ 4To zies1aTh HoToM?

— Thl 1EHCTBUTENIBHO XOUElllb JOBEPUTH ITO BCE MHE, JBEHAALIATHIIETHEH IeBOUKE ? — Ka3aJI0Ch,
KoHcraHIms HauMHama 37MThCs U3-3a TOTO, YTO 3aIyTajlach B COOCTBEHHBIX PACCYXKICHUSX.

Jlep He moHMMAaNa, He MOIJIa OOBSCHUTH MOYEMY, HO €l Ka3ajoch, OHA SICHO OLIyINasa, YTo
KoHcraHIus1, HeCMOTpsI Ha CBOY BO3PACT, CMOXKET YCHIITUTh BHUMaHHE OCOOHSIKA, a TaKKe MTOAYUHUTD
cebe xo3suHa. Tak ke oHa ObuIa yOexkIeHa, YTO €CIM KaKoe-TO MPOPOYECTBO, & MOKET MpeCKa3aHIe
1 OBUIO, TO TTOBECTBOBAJIOCH OHO SIBHO 00 3TOH AeBuoHke. OMHUYC, OIMH U3 COJJAT, SICHO CKa3al,
YTO BOWHY Pa3pelInT TOJIbKO AEBOYKA, JEBOUKA C BECbMa HEOOBIYHBIMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU.

— a. 41 yBepeHa, 4TO THI CHIPABHIIIbCS, — CKa3aia POHK, cTapasich BHIIIAAETh yOSUTETHHOM.

— Ho 4ro aenats nocnie Toro, Kak OH OKa)eT MHe IOMOIIIb?

— K Tomy BpemeHH £ yke ycrero Tya NpuilTy.
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— [Mouemy Thl HE MOKeIlIb CIEJIATh ITO MPsIMO cervac?

— Henb3zs.

Koncrantmu 10T OTBET He noHpaBuJics. Yro, ecm Jlep He rpuaet, Koraa Bee OyaeT yke KOH-
yeHo? Ho nenarps Hewero, npunercs uari. K Tomy ke, BO3MOXKHO, 4TO cynp0a HAMEPEHHO Bella ee
TyJa, 10O MO0 CBOMM OUIYIIEHUsIM M pacuyeTaM, JeBOUKa JOKHA ObUIa Kak pa3 IBUHYTHCS HA IOT.

— [Touemy Henb3s1? — MPSIMO CITPOCKIIA OHA.

UYToObl COrIaCUTHCSI HA COMHUTENBHYIO CIENKY, HY’)KHO Y3HaTh 000 BCEX ee MOABOXax.

Jlep BKpaquuBoO IJIsiieNa Ha CBOIO IOHYIO COOECEIHUITY, CTapasiCh CO3/1aTh BOKPYT HUX THETY-
mryio atMocepy. KoHcranims omrymmana Bcem HyTpoM He1oOpoe IpeIdyBCcTBIe, HO He mofaa oec-
nokoricTea. Yepes napy HanpsokeHHBIX ceKyH[ Jlep oTBena B3I U CMa3aHo YJIbIOHYIAC.

— OnHOM 51 HE MOTY IPUITH Ty[a, BOT U BCE.

— Torna nouemy Thl HE MOXeIllb IOUTU CO MHOI1?

CHoBa MoyaHue. DTa KeHIIMHA WK CIEeUUaIbHO HaKaJlslIa aTMocepy WK JeUCTBUTEILHO
OYeHb JIOJITO MPUAYMBIBAJIA OTBET.

— Y MeHs ellie ecTh Jejia B 9TOM JIeCy.

KoHcTaHIMs1 XMBIKHYJIA U Pa3BEPHYJIACh.

— JlagHo. §1, KOHEUHO, HEe OUeHb XOPOIIIO MPECTABIIAI0 cede BCe 3TO, HO TeTleph Y MEHsI XOTsI Obl
€CTb 11eJIb, — Uy Th TOTO/Is CKa3aia JeBOUYKA, MEePeKIabBasi BOJIOCH HAOOK.

— U eme koe-uto. Ciofga UIET KTO-TO, KTO OTIPABUTCSA B OCOOHSIK BMecTe ¢ TOOOM. DTo erre
OJIHO 3BEHO, ellle JIeTalb, KOTopas MOMOXeT TeOe, — ckazana Jlep.

Koncranmums B3npornyna. Heyxenu, ciona uner ®pen?

— C-ciomga? Ipsimo ciona?

— Ha. Tbl MOXeIIb T0rHaTh, €CJIU MOWAEIITb IO TOW TPOIIMHKE, — JIep yKka3aia Ha y3KYIO IOPOKKY
cripaBa OT JeBouKd. — C HUM elrie OIH YesIOBEK U OH OOMTCS TOro, KTo nociai teds, Koncraxc.

— Kro mens nocnan? — KoHcTaHius nepectajia MOHUMATh MPaBUjia 3TOW UTPHI U 3aIyTanach
B 3araJikax.

— Bo3moxkHO, TeOe. .. BCeM BaM CTOMT Ha3bIBaTh €T0 «XO3WH» WU «TOCHOANH». TOBKO Tpe-
CTaBb, KaK 3TO Beceso Oy/eT BIIISIACTh, MOCIAHHUIIA.

— Koncranc, — nonpasuiia 1eBoYKa, Ipssya CBOE HEIOBOJILCTBO.

Uro Hecer 3Ta keHnmHa? BeposiTHO, y Hee ecTh 3araJKu WM Jake 3aroBOp MPOTUB 3TOTO
«XO35IMHA», HO TIOYeMY HeJlb3s1 ObUIO U3BSICHATHCS MpoIie?

— Xoporo. Cniacu6o, — 6pocusia KoHcraniws, ObICTPO HANpaBJIsisCh K TPOITHHKE.

Jlep Ponk moGeHO yIbIOHYTaCh.

keksk

®pen, ABUKVMBIA €IMHCTBEHHON JIEHTOM M HEMOHSATHBIM JII1 HETO YYBCTBOM, IIPOOMpAJICS
CKBO3b 3apOCJIY MAIIOPOTHHKA.

Peka no-npexnemy Obuia psIOM ¢ HUM, BCETO JIMIIb B Mape MeTpoB. M3peka Boaa rnopaBaia
KaKHe-TO CUTHAJIbI, XapaKTePU3YIOIIUECs IIECKOM U OyJIbKaHbEM.

®pen cHavana He oOpala; HUKAKOro BHUMAHUS Ha 9T 3BYKH, HO TIOTOM OHH CTaJIM €r0 KOH-
KpeTHO pasapaxarh. CHavasa OH qyMal, 4TO 3TO MPOCThIe PHIObI WM MEJKUE KUBOTHBIC, HO JIJIs
HUX TUIECK OBbLJT CJTMIITKOM T'POMKHIA.

MasibuMK MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U TOMBITAJICS HAUTU MPUYMHY, KOTOpasi KOJIbIXajla BOIHYIO TJ1alb
1 I0CTaBajia €ro HEPBHYIO CUCTEMY.

CHauayia HU4Yero He ObUTO BUAHO. JIMIh TOJNBKO CYYKH 1A JIUCThS TUIBUIU TIO PeKe, TOHUMBbIE
TeyeHreM. Ho B OIHOM MecTe MOSIBWIOCH MATHBIIIKO, KOTOPOE C KaXpIM MTHOBEHUEM BCE POCIIO
Y TEMHEJO.
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Brpyr ¢ rpoOMKUM TJIECKOM M3 BOJbI TIOKA3aJIMCh UIMHHBIC KAIlITAHOBBIC BOJIOCHI, HA COJIHIIE
OT/IMBaBIIHE 30J0TOM. Y dpejia nepexBaTIIo AbIXaHUe; OH 3aMep, KaK UCTYKaH U BCe IIsIIeN Ha 9TO
4yyn0, 00SCh Jake B3MOXHYTh. Uyno ke, Ha cuacThe, MMeJIO Ha cebe MPUJIMITIIYIO K Teny pyoaxy,
HACKOJIbKO IOJIMHHYIO, 6LUIO HEACHO, TaK KdK BBIHBIPHYJIA TOJIBKO II€pBas IOJIOBHHA TEJId, OCTABUB
BTOPYIO B Helpax TeMHOU BOjbl. JleByIliKa cMOTpesia B CTOPOHY, He oOpaliasi BHUMAaHUS Ha MOCTO-
pOHHME IIyMbI U I1a3a. Ee nuIlo, crierka 3aropesioe, HO BCe PaBHO CBETIIOE, ObLIO MyXJIBIM, SIPKO
BbIIEJIsUTUCH 11ieKu. Ha Bu oHa Obuta nocrapine dpefa, nmpruyeM He Ha KaKue-To TOfI-7Ba, a Ha IeJIbIX
1ATh JieT. Bapyr dpes MoHsI, YTO CMYIIEH; €ro JIMIO BCIBIXHYIIO, a Mapany MPOIes, 03TOMY OH
nocrenuni CKpeITbCA, MHOIA OINIAAbIBAACDH, I1ITO6I)I IMOHATH, YTO OHA p€ajibHa U HE IIPUBUJACIIACH JIN.

keksk

KoHcranims xe, Tep3aemasi COMHEHUSIMU U TIOJCO3HATEILHBIM, ITyOOKO 3apbITBIM CTPaXoM,
Opesa Mex JepeBbeB U peliaa, 4to aesath faisine. Ctout v Bo3Bpamarscs kK @peny? Ee perenne
criepBa ObUIO OMPOMETYMBO; KaK OH OTpearupyer, KOrjaa y3HaeT, UYTo OHa YyTh He cOexkasa oT Hero?
A ecnu yxe y3Han? K Tomy ke, @pena Henb3s MOAMYCKaTh K HEMOHSATHOMY JIaXke €l YeJIOBEKY KOTO-
PbIi TIOPTUT KU3Hb a0COMOTHO BceM. CITMMIIMECS] BOJIOCH HEYKJIIOKE TMaJalld Ha JIUIO, 3aCTUjIast
0030p. JleBouKa OTBhICKaJIa KpacHYIO JIEHTY, KOTOPOU cpa3y ke IiepeBsi3aia BOJIOCHI B TYTOM XBOCT.

E€ MbIcii BHOBb BEpHYJIMCh K TAMHCTBEHHOMY XO3MHY OCOOHSKA. UTO OH U3 ceOs Ipe/iCTaB-
nset? Ecnu kK Hemy UIyT 3a MOMOIIBIO, 3HAYUT, OH HE TAKOW YK U IIJIOXOM, pa3Be HeT? U kak cBs3aTh
TO, UTO OH OTPABJISIET KU3Hb OKPYKAIOIINUX, HACKLIasl HA HUX OO0JTb, C TEM, YTO OH IO CBOEH ke BOJIe
MIOMOTAET JIIOASIM OT He€ M30aBUThCSI? DTO TaKasi UTPa, YTOObI HE yMEPETh CO CKYKH?

Jlep yxe ymuuia, ucuesna cpeay pssou JepeBbeB, Kak-To HETOOPO YCMEXHYBIIMCh HAIOCIEIOK.
W 3adem Bce 3TH CIOKHOCTU ¢ IPOHUKHOBEHMEM B OCOOHSIK? Bce BBINIANENO OYeHb CTPAaHHO, HO,
KakeTcsl, YIOBOJIbCTBHUE 3HAET, UTO AenaeT. [la u uro OyzeT, eciiu PoHK He mocrieeT BoBpeMst?

Itot Borpoc cmyiai KoHcTaHIMio Bce TO BpeMsl, MOKa OHa KPYKujla BOKPYT JAePEBbEB, YTO-
TO BBIMCKUBasl. Eciii OH AefCTBUTENIHHO CMOJKET el TIOMOYb U B OyZieT OKOHYEHO, a Jlep He mpujer,
TO OH TIPOCTO BBIKMHET JICBUOHKY 3a JIBEPb U €IIE Yero Xyke, — HaTPaBUT KaKylo-HUOYIb OOJIb.

Jlep ckazana, 4ToObl OHA HE BBIXOMJIA M3 OCOOHSIKA HAJI0NITO, MHAYe HUJero He BhiiaeT. Ho kak
TOT/Ia OCTaThCSl BHYTPU Tof1ofibiiie? Takoro, Kak OH, KaJOCThi0 He BO3bMeIllb. [ pyOOCTh U yrpo3bl —
HE BapUaHT /ISl XPYIIKOM JIBEHAALIATUIETHEN JEBOUKH.

KoHcraHius BHOBb cea U NOrpy3wiach B pa3yMbsl.

keksk

®pen npITaNCa YUTH, HO 3aCTPsUT MEX/1y I€PEBbEB, HEBECTb 3a4eM MOsBUBLIMXCA 34€ech. 1o
ero HOraMH 3alllypIiaiv MarnopoTHUKY U BeTOUKH JiepeBbeB. OH 3amep, 6osich 00epHyThes1. Cepitie
BAPYT OellieHO 3a0MI0Ch, 3aCTaBJIsIsA YUAIlleHHO W MTPEPhIBUCTO JIbiiaTh. Ho crycTst Kakoe-To BpeMst
OlleTIeHeHHe TMPOIIUIO, ¥ MAJIBYMK TIOHSUI, YTO eMy Heuero OosiTbcs. DTa JeByIIKa ObLIa B JICCATKE
METPOB OT HEro M eC/IM OHA He YCIIbIIala, Kak OH IIeJT BBepX IO peKe, TO BPsJL JiM Obl YCIIbIIIANa,
Kak OH Imymen ceitdac. M Bce Obl TpoIio miaako, eciou Ob Ppex yoexan npsmo ceiiyac. Ho on
OCTaJICSI CTOSITh Ha MECTE, He 3Hasl, KyJa eMy UATH. A JeBYIIIKA BAPYT PEIIia, YTO MJIECKAThCS B peKe
yXke XBaTHUT U BbIILIAa U3 Boibl. Kak oka3anock, Ha Hell Oblia JMib pyoaiika. JIeByiika yxe 3ame-
isia Ppena, CTOSIBIIETo K Held B OJ-000poTa, HO KpuvaTh He ctaia. Ee ofesx/ia Oblia cripsiTaHa mojy
IpyIOM OMNAaBIIMX JMCThEB NMATIOPOTHUKA, TOCEMY MaJIbUMK U HE 3aMETUJI HUKAKUX BEILEeH 10 9TOro.
®pemy cTomno Obl YIUTH MPSIMO ceifuac, HO OH MOAYMAJI, YTO 9TO Oy/IET BHIJISIIETh, OyITO OH CTPYCHII,
MO3TOMY OCTAJICSl Ha MecTe, HO, JIBUTaThCs MO-TPEekKHEMY He CTall. Bhirisigena sta clieHa CTpaHHO.
®pen, crosmuMil Kak UCTyKaH, He CMEIOIINI JJake TOJIOBBI IOBEPHYTh (HACTOIBLKO OH OBLT MPUCTHIKEH
Y WCITyraH) U JIEBYIIIKA, COBEPIIICHHO CBOOOHO MEPEe/IBUTAOIIANACS U CIIOKOMHAsA, Kak yaaB. Ee ko-
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KM B3MJIs1/1 OYKBaJIbHO MIMMIAJICS, Te-TO JAaXKe MPOKUTAI KOKY MAJBYUIIKH, U €My OT 3TOTO CTaJIo
eme Oosee crpantHo. HakuHyB Ha MOKpbIE TUIeUM KaKylo-TO JUTMHHYIO TPSIIKY, JIEBYIIIKa, HAKOHEII,
3aroBopuIa:

— Tsl He pobeii, He TeOs Ke IMOMYTOIBIM B PEUKe 3aCTaJIH.

®pen oT TakOrO 3aABICHUS CMYTUJICSA elle OOJIbIIe.

— Ja nagHo Te6e! He KOoponeBCKUX KpoBei, YTOOBI JKeMaHUThLCSI, — BHOBb CKa3ajia OHa, BRIOWpast
CyXHE€ JINCThA U3 XKXUJICTA U IITAHOB.

Ee manepa roBopuTh oTIaBaja 4eM-TO IpyObIM, MYKCKHM, HO TOJIOC B TOXE BpeMs ee ObLT
TOHKHI 1 3BOHKUI. DTO COUETaHWEe OYeHb CUJIBHO pa3pakaiio rnepernoHku dpena, HO cKa3arhb BCIyX
Takoe 1Jis1 Hero ObUI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

— TbI cTpaHHBIN, — BBI/IANIA BAPYT OHA, COBEPILIEHHO HE 3aMeyasi BCI0O MaCIITAOHOCTh CUTYAIHH,
B KOTOPOl OHU B/IBOEM OKa3aJIHCh.

®pen, k cnoBy, Toxe He 3ameval. OHa CTosiia, CMOTpeJia Ha HEero He TO, YTO ¢ OECTIOKOMCTBOM,
a CKOpee ¢ UHTEPECOM, a OH, Kak 3asll, BXKaJCA B ILEJIb MEKAY IEPEBbsIMU M 3aCThLI, [VIsIJ51 HA HEe.
3pUTENbHBII KOHTAKT MPOJOJIKAJICS ellle OKOJIO MATHAALATU CeKyHI, a oToM ®Ppex Haien B cede
CUJIBI 3aTOBOPUTB:

- I/IBBI/IHI/I, YTO IoArIsaapiBall.

Kazanocs, uto ecim Obl OH IPOAOIKA MOTYATh, TO 9Ta HE3HAKOMKA jK/1ajia Obl OT HEro CJIOB
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO TIOTPeOOBAIOCH Obl, IIPU 3TOM HHYETO HE TOBOPSI.

— Ho TB1 e MMPpOCTO IPOXOIUT MHUMO, — YCMCXHYJIACh OEBYIIKA, BAPYI' BCIIOMHUB ITPO CBOU
BOJIOCHI; OHA Ha4yajia yCepAHO UX BBDKUMATb.

®pen Kak-TO HEYBEPEHHO YCMEXHYJICA €l B TaKT, BAPYT MOYyBCTBOBAJI TEIUIO HA JIyIIE.

Ho Ha camom zene Tyga npocro nomnas Jjyd CBeTa.

keksk

KoHcTaHIIMs HEOKUIAaHHO BCKPHUKHYIA. Ee JuIio, 10 cero MOMEHTa MOJTHOE COCPEIOTOUCHHO-
CTH, cefuac BBIIVISZIENO TIyNbiM 1 jeTckiuM. OHa BIPYr OCO3HasIa, KAk MOKHO 3arloly4uTh J0Be-
pue 37I0r0 YesoBeKa, yrpasJisiolero 0onbio. Ho To ObuT 3amacHoi BapuaHT, Tak Kak Jlep yBepuia
JIEBOYKY, UTO SIBUTCS Tyaa BoBpeMsl. [IpocTo, He CTOMIIO 3a0bIBaTh O TOM, YTO YTO-TO MOXKET MOUTH
HE 10 TUIaHYy.

Ho oaun Bompoc Bce 1e ocraBaicst HE pellieHHbIM. YTo jieaTh ¢ TeM MaJIbUUIIKOM, Ybe UMSI
Tak emy He 1o ayme? OcraBuThb 1 3a0bITh? HO, Kak OKa3a1 CKPOMHBIH OIBIT, OH rpuroautcsi. Kon-
CTaHIMsl, ONNIAIbIBAs Jiec, OOHAPYKWJIa, OTKyAa MPHIIUIa ¥ ABUHYJIaCh B oOpaTHylo ctopoHy. C ee
CTOPOHBI OBIJIO OITPOMETYMBO OpOCaTh €ro, HO eIlle ONpPoMeTYrBee ObLIO KUIATHCS OOPATHO 32 HUM,
OCO3HaBas, YTO BPSIJL JIU OH TaM OCTAJICS.

Ho, He cMOTps1 Ha 3TO, OHA IIJIa, YCHJIEHHO OTTAJIKUBASICh OT 3eMJIM HOCKaMK OOTHUHOK.

keksk

®pen, nepecTaBIINii yKe U3BUHSATHCS, MOCTIEIII BBEpPX MO TeYeHUIo. [IeByIKa ke, HaCKOpo
ofiesiach M TOTYAC JIOTHAJA I0HOTO Ty THHUKA.

— Kyna b1 HanpaBisienbesi? — Cripocuiia OHa, pasriisiibiBasi ero B Mpodusb.

®pen momoya, CIOBHO HE YCIBIIIA BOMPOCA, HO TIOTOM BHSITHO U KOPOTKO OTBETHUI:

— Hano mue.

JleByI1iIka NOHUMAIOIIE KMUBHYJIA, XOTh M HE TIOHMMAJIa U3 3TOM perutMKy Hu4yero. OHU elle 1y,
Y OHa Bce OoJiee MPOHMKAJIACh JYIIOW 3TOTrO YesoBeKa. XOTh OH €€ U He PaCKpbiBal, ee ObLIO JIETKO
npouecthb. Tak, 1Mo KpaitHen Mepe, Kazanoch MenuHe.

— MoxHo y3Hath, Kak TeOs 3BaTh? — CIIPOCHIIa BHOBb OHA, IPUOABJISAS 1Iar U OOTOHSIS €ro.
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— ®pej1, — HEMHOTO TIOKOJIEOABIIUCH, BCE K€ OTBETUII OH.

Kaxercsi, neByIika BHOBb KMBHYJIA.

— 41 Menuuga, — 0OXOTHO OTBETHJIA OHA.

JleByIIka moMeaaniaa U oKasajgach Ha OJHOW JuHUK ¢ Ppenom, KOTopelid mpo cedst ITyOoKo
B3JIOXHYJI.

Bokpyr mymenu nepeBbsi, BUIMMO OTTOTO, YTO MOAHsUICS Betep. [lo 3emiu Betep joneTan
OOpBIBKAMH, HO TAKUMU CJTa0BIMH, UTO BPsi[ JIX 3TO MOKHO ObLIIO Ha3BaTh BeTpoM. Tak, koneOaHue
Bo3/yxa. CTaHOBMIJIOCH yIIHO. MesKue )KUBOTHBIE He 3HAJM, Ky/a JeTh ceOs OT jKapbl, a KPYIMHBIX
’KUBOTHBIX BOBCE He ObUTO BUAHO. MeJMH/Aa MPOJoJiKaia BHIIArMBaTh PSAOM C MAJIBUYUKOM, 0Opa-
I11asi CBOEe ¥ €ro BHUMaHWe Ha BHE3AIHYIO JyXOTY M TIOPBIBB BETpa B BEPXHHX CIOsIX Jieca. Ppeny
OBLJIO KaK-TO BCE PABHO Ha AYIIIHBIN, paCKaJIeHHBIN BO3IYX, HA MEJIKMX U KPYITHBIX ’KUBOTHBIX U, TEM
6onee, Ha MOPHIBHL BeTpa (M TO, CKOpee BCEro Teryioro) BBepxy. Ero 3aHmmana MbICIb O TOM, 4TO
Hajo Obl HaiiTh KoHcTaHmio u otnarte eit ienty. OH OHATHS HE UMeJ, TIOUYeMy OHa ero Opocuia.
MokeT, TOTOMY 4TO OH CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO BOMPOCOB 3a/1aBaji? C y4eToM TOro, YTO JIeBOYKA KaK-TO
CTOPOHMTCSI 3TUX BOIPOCOB. He packpbIBaeT CBOETro MpoIIIOro, He TOBOPHUT O HACTOSIIEM, He IJTaHH-
pyert Oyaymiee. OHa CIIOBHO IMPOCTO CYILECTBYET, Oe3 1eu B )ku3Hu. Ho, ¢ Apyroi CTOpPOHBI, €CTh JIN
1esnb y camoro ®pena? OH yIen u3 JoMa, XOTs MOT OCTaThCsl U KUTh TaM, KaK JeJaloT BCe.

Ho BMecto 3TOro oH, momjaBasch BHE3aITHOMY NOpBIBY, TOINEN, Kyda Iyasa DIsiaar, Oe3
HaJekKIbl BEpHYThCsA. W Ternephb, OPOIIEHHBIN U pacTepsIHHBII, OH He 3HAeT, 3aueM BOOOIIe KUBET.
Kakas y Hero uesns?

— Bor y MeHs1, HanpuMep, ecTh MeuTa: XOuy YUTH OT IPEAOCTaBICHHON MHE CYIbObI, — BAPYT
YCIIBIIIAI OH.

310 3asBJIEHNE OTPE3BUJIO €TI0, OH NOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY Ha TOBOPUBIIYIO, U BHUMATEJILHO Ha Hee
nocMotpes. MennHa, HAaKOHEI-TO OOpaTHBIlasi €r0 BHUMaHWe Ha ceOsi, 3aroBOpHJIa ¢ OOJIBIINM
BOO[YIIICBJICHAEM:

— Mos cynp0a ykacHO KO MHE He crpaBe/uiuBa. B moeii ku3HU BOOOIIE Bce HANEepeKOCsIK,
3Haellb JIU, — MPOAOJIKIIIA OHA C BAKHBIM BUJIOM.

— f Bcerpga cunrain, uto cyapOa Ko BceM cripaBeuiuBa. Besib ocneacTusi, To ecTh caMma cyapoa,
BBITEKAET W3 C/IeJIaHHOTO Hamu BeiOOpa. [locTymmia Obl THI MO-MHOMY, KOHEIl ObUT OBl IpyTUM, —
ckazan ®Ppen.

MenuHa HEMHOTO TIOIyMasia, BHOBb CXBAaTUBIIIKCH 32 BOJIOCHI, & TIOTOM OTBETHJIA!

— Becpma pe3onno. Ho ko MHe cynip0a Bce paBHO He CpaBeJINBa, TaK Kak s HIYEro He Jesaa.

— 3HAYUT, CTOWJIO YTO-TMOO C/IeIaTh, YTOOBI KOHEI ObLT JIPYTUM.

— Her-Her, 51 umelo BBUAY, YTO OT MEeHsI B MOeM OyaylieM HUuero He 3aBuceso. Ho He Bpemst
ceifyac 00 TOM TOBOPHUTh, — OTMAXHYJIACh OHA.

Kazanocs, eii 3Ta Tema npuHocHiIa 1 6omb 1 uHTepec. OHa rotoBa Obla pa3roBapuBaTh Ha Ty
TEMY, COKPYIIAThCs Ha TUIOXYIO CYb0Y, HO KOHKPETHO CBOE UCTOPUH HE PaCcCKa3bIBATh.

®pen ObLT rOTOB MOIEPKATH €€ B STOM.

— A Kakue 1BEeTHI ThI JIOOUIIb? — CIPOCKIIA BIPYT OHA, UCKOCA MOIJISIIBIBAS HA MATIOPOTHHUKH.

— CioxHbI# Boripoc, — Bbiaan Ppeft, Toxe pasmisabBasi 3eMJTI0, — JJaid IOLyMarh.

MenuHzaa ycMexXHy/1ach, a MEXKAY TeM cKazaia:

— 41 mo6mo nuoHbl. OHM MPOCTO BEIMKOJIENHO NMaxHyT. [IpaBaa, MOMUMO MeHsI, ST IIBETHI
TaK K€ OYEHb JIHOOAT MECTHBIE HACEKOMBIE.

®pen npomorkan Momyath, MpeacTaBisis cebe 3anmax muoHa. Ho mpencraBuTh oH cebe ero
HE CMOT, IOTOMY 4TO He 0Opariajl Ha Her0O HUKaKOro BHUMaHHMSI IO 9TOrO MOMEHTA.

— Makwu, KcTaty, MaxHyT MPOCTO yXKACHO, — MPOOIIKaja AEBYIIKa. — 1 He MOHUMAIO TeX, KTO
moout Maku. Thl BOT TOOUIITH Maku?

— 4 mobmo, — pa3mancs TOHKWN TOJIOC, IBHO He MpHHAIeKamuil Hu Ppemy, HU caMon
Menungpe.
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Buaumo, roBopuit KTo-TO TpeTuil. MaibuiK BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, U CEP/ALIE €ro yrajo.

— OcoOeHHO MaKH C IUIaMH, TaKue KPOBAaBO-KPaCHbIE UM JKeThie, — roBopuiia KoHcranmus,
HE JIBUTasiCh C MECTa.

MenuHza yapI0HyIach, CJIOBHO YBHEAa OTKJIMK B KOM-TO, KTO TaK JOJITO €€ UTHOPUPOBAJL.

— Kro TbI, myTHHIIA? — ClIpOCHIIa EBYILIKA, IPUCTAIBHO BIVIS/IBIBASICh B HEE.

— 4 nocnannuna, — oreetwia KoHcranmuys, nenad mar.

CoBceMm HeraBHO Jlep eficTBUTENBHO cKkazasia Tak. VI KoHcTaHius Oblia roToBa B 3TO TOBe-
PUTb.

N nosepuina.

®pen cTosN YOUBIEHHBI, OH HE MOT NOHATh 3TOW WIPbl, HE MOI' BHUKHYTbh B €€ IIPaBUIIA,
a M03TOMY He MPUHMMAJ y4acThs U MOJTYall, OIyCTUB T'OJIOBY.

bsuto BunHO, yTo MenmHaa BCTpeneHynacs.

— K10 Te6s1 mocnan? — KpukHyJia OHa.

— TBoi1 «x0351MH» TpUCIIal MEHs CloJa, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJla JeBOYKa U I71a3a JEBYILKH, CTOSI-
11el HalpOTUB, OKPYIJIMIIUCH.

Pa3 PoHk monpocwuiia Ha3biBaTh €20 «XO3AMHOM», KOHCTaHLMSA HE YIYCTUT Ciy4yash BBECTH
B 3aMEIIATEIbCTBO OCTAJIBHBIX YIEHOB 3TOW CTPAHHOW UTPBI.

— V... Y MeHs HeT x031Ha, — cKa3ayia MenuHaa, BHOBb TTproOpeTas MPesKHUA BT Becess-
[LIEUCS TaMBI.

KoHcTanus xmMbIKHYIa, 0OTMedasi, 4To ee IIyTKa He yaajiack. OHa ¢ AeTCTBa HE yMeJla Iy TUTb.

— 4 3Hao, — mocnenoBan oreeT. Bouapwioch Momuanve. KoHcTaHuusi BAPYT y/ibIOHYJIAch
1 4TOOBI IIPOM3BECTH e11ie OOoJIbIlIee BlieUaTieHue, CKa3aia, TeM CaMbIM cpa3uB MerH/ly HaroBat:

— ®pen, 5 112 32 TOOOH.

A BOT 310 OBUTO TIpaBaON. Kakum Ob moBecot Ppen HU ObLI, €r0 YIACTCsl HETJIOXO KCILTya-
TUPOBATh B OyIyIIIEeM.

HasBaHHbII BCKUHYJT TOJIOBY M YIUBHJICS ellle OOJbIlle, YeM Mpex/ie.

Ceparie ero BHOBb yaJo, a OTOM 3a0MJI0Ch OEIeHbIM PUTMOM TjIe-TO B BUCKax. Bokpyr Hero
BCE T'y/IeJI0, BCe CTy4asio ¥ 6unock. MenuHa Oblia yAuBIeHa MPAKTUIECKH TaK ke, eCIM He OOJbIIIe.

B ee ronose npowusorren cOoi, a MTOTOM BBICKOUMIO cooOiieHne: «OHa 3HaeT ero uMs, oHa
3HAET €r0 UMS. .. €r0 UMS. .. OHA. .. NPUWAA 30 MHOUD.

Omna noGneHena, cXBaTHiach 3a TOJIOBY M 10 OOJMM CKajla BOJOCHL. A TIOTOM BIpPYr ymHaja
Ha KOJIEHW U TTpoOOpMOTaa:

— IIpoctu 3a rpy6octs, nocnannuna. Ho k-kameHs, oH co MHOM. [1-mipotry, mommaam.

Tenepp ynuBunach u cama Koncranius. Ee Mo BBITSAHYIOCh, OHA HEITOHUMAIOLIE B3IISTHYIA
Ha @pena. ToT noxai rnjeyamu, a JeBYILIKA MPOAOJIKAJIA CUIETh HA KOJIEHSIX, OIYCTHUB ToJIoBY. Bapyr
nosiBuIIcs 3anax. Enkuil, mponuTaHHbIA O0MbI0, TPU YeM ayieBHoW. OH Ka3ajics YeTKUM U CHITb-
HBIM, HO 3TO ObLIO Jajieko He Tak. CTpax HaMepeHHO YCUJIUJI 3TOT 3amax, yToOsl KoHcTaHms nonasna
B JIOBYIIIKY, O KOTOPOH ITOTOM IOXaJseeT.

Bosnb ncxonuna or Menuuapl, cuasinei v BexJunbiBaoneil. OHa okpykaia JeByILIKY JBaJlaTy
JBYXT'PalyCHbIM Tajio, Kpyr MSTKOro (pUOJIETOBOTO CBETa BUJICS MPSMO BO3JIE €€ TojIoBbl. Tak OHa
ObLTa TTOXO%Aa Ha CBATYIO.

JleBouka nojomuia K AEBYILIKE U cella PAJOM C Heil.

— Pacckasxu, 9to ¢ TOOOH CIIy4rIIoCh.

Menunaa npoposrkaia BCXJIMIbIBATh, PUEPKUBas MO pykaMmu. MHorga nmpumnaiok Joxo-
JWJI IO TOH CTeNeHu, Kora MesmHaa rotoBa Oblia opBaTh KOXKY Ha cCBoeM Jiviie. ProneToBast AbIMKa
crajia ropets erne sipue. Y KoHcTaHIMM CBOAMIIO BCe BHYTPEHHOCTH OT STOU UTPHI C €¢ OOOHSIHHEM.
Ona nonbITanack 3aiepXkarh AbIXaHUEe, HO 9yTh HE BCKPUKHYJIA OT O0JH. [IpIIaTh pTOM TOXE He MOTy-
4aJIoCh; TEJIO BCE PaBHO CBOJMJIO OT rOJIOAA.
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®pen, KpaiiHe yIMBJIEHHBIH, CEJl C IPYroi CTOPOHBI OT IUIAYyILEN JEBYIIKH U, TIONIOKUB PyKY
el Ha TJ1e40, TUXO MPOrOBOPUIT:

— Iloxanyiicta, paccKaku Ham, YTO CJIyYUJIOCh.

MenuHaa TOfHSJIA TOJIOBY W, €Il pa3 BCXJMITHYB, MPEphIBUCTO 3aroBopwia. Iloka 6o0mb
He ynuia, KoHctanuus BroxHyna ee B ceOsl, mepeji 3TUM CKas3aB, YTO €CJIU YTO-TO MU3MEHUTCS, OHa
HE BOJIHOBAJIACK.

A 4TO-TO IeHCTBUTENBHO N3MEHUIIOCh. Cepjlie, HOMoIee O 3TOr0 MOMEHTA, BAPYT NEPECTasio
6omeTh 1 00peJIo MOKOM, 3acTyuyaB poBHO. CTpax Havyas ocenath 1 Menmunaa, ocmorpeB ®pena u Kon-
CTaHIIMIO, HaYajIa CBOM paccKas.
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5 rimaBa. MeaunHga

Jyuwesnasi 6onv xyoice MenecHON: Meno MYywumcst Aub Oypsmu
Hacmosiuezo, a OYua — U NPOULLO20, U HACMOSIULE20, U OYOYule2o.
A. lomoposckuit «Cad nuxypa»

Ona Hayana cBOHM paccka3 ¢ caMoro Havaja, Korja Obula ellle COBCEM KPOXOil, MaJeHbKUM
HEeCMBIIIUIeHbIM pedeHKoM. Tornma y Hee mponan Opar. CTHBEH ObLT OUYeHb XOPOIIUM YeJOBEKOM,
TOJIBKO CJIMIIIKOM JIIOOONBITHBIM. CJIOKHO MPHUCBOUTD JIIOOOIBITCTBO K TUIOXUM YepTaM XapakTepa
i xopormM. Koro-to 3To camoe Jo00IBITCTBO YyTh HE 3arHAJIO B MOTHITY, @ KOMY-TO JIaKe CIacyio
JKW3Hb.

Jlio6oreirctBo CTHBEHa MOXKHO OBUIO NIPUYUCIHMTH K TUIOXUM YepTaM, MIOTOMY YTO OHO €ro
Y TIOTyOUJIO.

BeckoHeuHbIe TyJIsSTHUS, OTCYTCTBHE JIOMa yXKe CTaJlo MPUBBIYKON. Best ero sxu3Hb Obula Oe33a-
OOTHOI1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTbHIO, KOTOPYIO OH TO MPUHUMAJ, TO OTKa3bIBaJIcs OT Hee. Ero Myuwmiu Kori-
Maphbl TeX MeCT, r1ie OH MoObBal. YTo camoe cTpaHHOE — OH JIIOOWIT 3TH KomiMapbl. OHU 3aropasim
B HEM CHJIbHBII OT'OHb, TOACTPEKAIOIINI HA TIOIBUTH.

Ho 6e33a00THOCTh KOHYMJIACH, KaK TOJILKO CTUBEH MPUOEsKa JIOMOW, BECh B3MOKIIIAI U UCITY-
TaHHBIM.

— Menunaa, — MporoBOpuI OH, MeYach B3MJIAIOM OT OJHOIO POJACTBEHHHUKA K Apyromy. — MHe
Hy)xHa MenuHna.

Tornma oHa ObLIa elle MaJleHbKUM PeOSHKOM, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO Hay4wJICs XOnuTh. OHa
OCTaHOBUJIACH B JIBEPSIX M BOMPOCUTEJIHHO OrJIsifiena croinotrBopeHue. CloxkHO ObUIO CKa3aTh, YTO
OHA YyBCTBOBaJIa B TOT MOMEHT, ¥ IOMHIJIA JIU €ro BOOOIIIE.

CrHBeH, CO CI€3aMM Ha IIa3ax, Mog0eXall K Hel, HO He OOHSUI U He IOIIEJIOBa, KaK OOBIYHO,
a MPOCTO TIPHUCEIT, YTOOBI OBITh €€ POCTa.

— Eciu ObI THI 3HaNA, YTO ceiiuac MPOU3OIILIO.

Marb BOnpOCHUTENIBHO YCTaBWJIACh HA ChIHA, HO TOT HE BUJIEN €€ B3MJIs/a.

— 4 Hamen camoe MpeKpacHoe, YTo €CTh B MUPE, — C BOOAYIIEBJIEHUEM ITPOU3HEC OH, 3aJIe3ast
B KapMaH.

Menunga ¢ uHTEpecoM HabOmioana 3a ero JMIOM, IMOHMMAsl, YTO OH HCIyraH, HECMOTPS
Ha CYACTIIMBbBIC HOTKH B TOJIOCE U YJIBIOKY.

— CmoTpu, — OH MoKazas el kaMeHb. CaMblil OOBIKHOBEHHBIN KaMeHb, KaKUX Ha CBeTe ObLIO
MUJIJTAOH.

Orel1, 1O cero MOMEHTa MOJTYABIIMI, 3aTOBOPUJI C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO:

— Tsl koHeuHo monopen, CTUB, HO TPSI3HBIN KaMeHb SIBHO OyeT MenuHie He 1o BKYCY.

OcykIath JIeTeil B 3TOT MEPHOJ MX JKU3HHU ObLJIO OYEeHb OIMACHO, MO0 OHM MOTJIH JIETKO BBIATH
U3-TIOJl KOHTPOJISI, COBEPIIUTH TIIYIBIA MOCTYIOK, KOTOPBIA MCIIOPTHII Obl UM BCIO MX JIAJTbHEHIIYIO
#u3Hb. Oteny CTUBEHa MPEeKpacHO 3T0 NoHMMal. Ho maspuMilKa JIMib OTMaxHyJscs, NpOIOJLKast
HacTamBaTh B3ATh STOT KAMEHb.

Bapyr rnaza marepu O1ecHynu M oHa, mpuceB psaaoM co CTUBEHOM, oToOpaja y Hero 3ToT
3JI0CYaCTHBIN KaMeHb.

ManbuMk, KpaiiHe YOUBJICHHBIM, B3DJIsIHYJI Ha MaTh. Ta mepegana KaMeHb OTLY W 3asBUJIA,
IPOMKO U I'PO3HO:

— He cmeii npuHOCHTH IOMO# Tpsi3HBINA XJ1am! MeJMH/a CIMIIIKOM Majia, YTOOBI PaBUIIbHO
oOpaIarbCsi ¢ TAKUMH BEIIAMH.

Orerl ke, MOITISAAEB HA KAMEHb C KAKOI-TO JIMYHON HEMPUSI3HBIO, BHIOPOCUJ €r0 B OKHO.
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Tyt co CtBeHOM uTO-TO Mpou301UI0. OH, KaK HEHOPMAJIbHBIN, 3a0WJICS B TPUNIAJIKE, BHIKPU-
KHBasi HECBS3HbBIC MEXIY cOO0M (ppasbi:

— Kamens. .. Moi kameHb, 3aueM?! Bbl He moHUMaeTe, 4To fe... Yto BhI Aenaere? S mckad...
I'on, Tpu, uckain... A Bbl B3sUIM M BBIKMHYJM. .. [locnannuk! OH npuzer 3a Heil, ecu s He oTAaM
KaMeHb, BepHUTE !

[Torom ¢ HUM crienanock YTo-TO ¥ BoBCe cTpaiitHoe. OH cTaj Liapamnarb CBOe JIMLO, TPy/b, KycaTb
ryObl JO IOCMHEHUsI Y, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, pBaTh BOJIOCHL. Matb moxxBatuia MenuHay U yBena ee
HaBepX, a OTeI MBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTh B30OECUBIIIETOCS ChIHA.

OH xBaTtasl MaJbyMKa 3a pyKH, MBITAJICS yAepXkKaTh JIMIO B CBOMX JIAJJOHSIX, CTApaJICsl OCTAaHO-
BUTb U3BUBAIOLLEECS TEJIO.

Ho CruBeH c0BHO cTan cuiibHee, OYHCTBO TOJIBKO YCHITUBAJIOCH.

Ortewl Kpryas Ha HETO, MBITASICh YCIIOKOUTb, HO TOT CJIOBHO He cibinali. [Totom Bapyr CtuseH
BBIIEPHYJI PYKM U3 XBaTKH MAIlbl ¥ yOexkas u3 I0Ma.

Ponurenu Hazesnuch yBUOETh €0 K Bevepy, WM, MOXKET, K YTPYy CJAEIYIOUIEro JHs, HO OH
TaK M He NosiBUIICS. Ero He ObUIO HU Yepe3 Hesielto, HM uepe3 Mecsll, Hu yepe3 roa. [loucku Obum
TIIETHBI, OH OeCCIeIHO UCYE3.

MenuHza pocia, Ternepb eid ObLIo IeCThb JIeT, KOTOpble OHA MTPOBOIMIIA TaK Xe, KaK U ee Opar.
Ona uccieioBajia HOBblE TEPPUTOPHH, TOAOJITY IPOBOIMIIA HA YJIUIIE U OYEHb MI03JHO BO3BpAIAJIaCh.
[IpaBaa, nanplie JBOpUKA OHA HE yXOUJIa, HO HA/I0JIr0 MPOoIiaiajia TaM, KOBBIPSSCh B BHICOKOM TpaBe
Y OT/JbIXasl B IPOXJIaAHBIX KyCTax.

Kak-To0 pa3, norepsBiuch B TpaBe, OHA BBIIILIA B 33/IHIOI0 YacTh JOMa M 3aMETHJIa, KaK Ha 3eMJie
4T0-TO OniecTuT. Ee myxXJible mastblibl pa3pbliv 3eMJTI0, HAWA TOT CaMblii KAMEeHb, KOTOPBI OpaT Tak
neITascs e aath. OHa B3sJ1a ero B pyku. TYT el MogymManoch, OTYEro UCXOIuI OJiecK, eclii KaMeHb
MOJTHOCTBIO YEPHBIH, J1a €e1Ie U MaTOBBIN ?

OHna, HEMHOTO TTOUTPaB C HUM, OCTaBMJIA €0 TaM Xke, TJIe U OTKOMaja, U COBCEM O HeM 3a0buia.

[Tpouwuno Tpu roga, KOTOpble, YECTHO CKa3aTh, MPOLLUIM TPYAHO U1 BCel ceMbl. Mama Bpyr
3axBOpaJa, a rnara nepectas MPUHOCUTH JIHbIM B oM. MenuHia 6oponack ¢ 00J1e3HbI0 MaMBbl Tpa-
BaMM, O KOTOPBIX YTO-TO JABHO YMTasa, HO MEpernyTaia Bce TaK, YTO YyTh HE MPHOIU3KIIA CMEPTh
nopororo ponutens. [leHer Ha JieKapcTBa He ObUIO, HO JJEBOUKA yroBapHBajla pOAUTENEH He OTYau-
BaThCsl, BE/Ib BCE IJIOXOE PAHO WJIM MIO3IHO CMEHSETCS] XOPOILUM.

Torma Mama pacckasana JeBoUKe Mpo ee nponasiero opara. CHayana MenmuHaa rogymana,
YTO MaMa OpeIuT OT KParnvMBHOTO CyIia, HO KOT/Ia Ta 3aroBOpHJIa 0 KaMHE, KOTOpbIA MennHa Hallla
B 3eMJIe, IEBOUKE CTaJIO He 1o cebe.

Mama Bckope BbIkapaOKaach U3 0one3Hu, a MeamHaa mogpociia Ha elle OiuH rof.

Ee ronosa BIpyr 3anoHuIack CI0KHBIMU, HEOHATHBIMU MBICJISIMU, KOTOPBIE OHA camMa MIOHU-
Mauia He Bcerna. Kaxplii ron geBouka Bce Oosblie mpeoOpakaiach, HaXouua B cebe paHee CKpbIThie
YEpThl U YIUBIISIACH HEKOTOPHIM CBOMM MOCTYTIKaM.

Cnycrst Tpu roa MesmmHIa BHOBb HAlIlIa 3a0BIThI KAMEHb U Pelliiia OCTABUTH €ro y ceOsl.

TyT oternr cran nogoiry rae-To nponaaats. HaBepHoe, MaTh Obl COBCEM COIILTA C yMa, €CITH Obl
MenuHzaa KaxIplii pa3 He ondaaprBaja ee, 3aCTaBiisia BEpUTh B uya0. M MaTh Bepuiia, MOKa 3TO
HE BOIIIO B IIPUBBIYKY.

Korpa orer mponasn He Ha /iBe HeJle M, Kak OOBIYHO, a Ha Mecsl], MeJMHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
MUp HayaJsl pymuThcs. Ee nmpuponHasi mO3UTUBHOCTH 3aBsijia, UCCOXJIa U OTBAIMIAcCh. Bee ObUIO Ob
TUJIOXO, €CJii Obl He MaThb. Ternepb OHa MbITaTach BHOBb BBIPACTUTD B I0YEPU HAZIE KLy, yTemasi ee. Tak
OHH TIOMOTAJTH JIPYT APYTY 1O ONPEAEIEHHOrO BPEMEHH, KeJlasi, YTOObI BCE ITO MOCKOPEe KOHUMIIOCh.

Kazanoce, 4yTo Bech 3TOT KOIIMap HUKOIIA HE 3aKOHYMTCS, MIOKa OTell BIPYr HE BEpHYJICH, 1a
elle M c JeHbramu. B HeM Bujenach cuibHasi, O4eHb sIBHas NepeMeHa xapakTtepa. MBbIC/u, KOTOpble
MenuHaa NOHEMHOr'Y CTajla IOHMMATh, MOJCKA3bIBAIN €i, YTO OTIy HPUILIOCh NEPEKUTh YTO-TO
CEepbE3HOE, pa3 ero XapakTep Tak CUJIbHO U3MEHUJICS.
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Korpa nepBbiii BocTopr OToOI1I€, OTel] MPOAOIKAI KyJa-TO YXOIUTh, HO BO3BpaIllajcs Bceraa
C J€HbIaMH.

Ha uerbipnaauatuieTHrie MenrHe Nogapuiiv EpBoe B €€ JKU3HU YKpallleHrue. 30I0TON KyJI0H
B BUJIe KaIlIM, BHYTPU KOTOPOro ObLIO ycTo. [IeBouka cpa3y e Hallljia, 9To Tyaa oMeCTUTh. Yep-
HBI KaMeHb, CJMHCTBEHHOE HAlIOMUHAHWE O TIporasiieM Opare. U, kaxeTcs maxe, COBCeM He3Ha-
KOMOM.

Mawma, NopsiIKOM MocTapeBInast OT MepeKUBaHUI, BHOBb pacIBelia, CTajla YacTo YJIbIOaThCs
Y COBCEM IepecTajia BOTHOBATHCS MO KAKMM-THOO0 TTPUIMHAM.

OpHaxIp!I OTel MOJ03BaI K cebe MaTh U 3arepcs ¢ Heil B komHate. CuzeBIas psjaoM Ha KOB-
pI/IKC MCJII/IHIIEI B COTI)II;'I pa3 paBI‘JIHI[bIBaJIa KaMEHb, BbIMCKHBasA KaKME-TO HOBBIEC CKJIAAKU UJIN CUCECHI.

I'poMKwmii BCKPYIK MaTepy 3acTaBWJI JIEBOUYKY BCTperneHyThcss. OHa THXO momdekana K IBepu
Y IPUHUKJIA K ILIEJH.

— Jla Tume Thl! — 3aImIert oTell.

Hacrynuna nay3a. Cepiie 1eBOUKH OeCIIOKOMHO 3a0UIIOCh, IPETIYBCTBYS HEJIaIHOE.

— 4 mponas Ha Mecs1l, MOTOMY YTO Hallles €20, — OUYeHb TUXO JIOHECTIOCh U3-3a ABEPU.

Marsb, HENOHATHO OTYero, Moryaia. MoxeT, Jorajgagach, 0 KOM pedb U U300pa3uia Hemoe
yAMBJIEHUE, & MOXET — BOBCE HUKAK Ha 3TO 3asiBJIeHHe He OTpearupoBaia.

«WM3-3a yero oHa Kkpuuana?» — B MOMEHTHI Nay3 qymaia MenuHpa.

— 4l KaK OOBIYHO I11€J1 B TABEpPHY, — HY HE CMOTPHU TaK Ha MeHsI! — ¥ MEHS1 y CaMbIX JBEpei KTO-TO
CXBaTHJI 32 3aIICThe. ITO OBUT OH, s yBEPEH 10 TOW MPOCTON MPUYMHE, YTO OH Ha3BaJl MEHS «OTell».
ChpIHO OBUIO TUIOXO, OH TIPOM3HEC 3TO BIIOJITOIOCA, BOKPYT IIYMEIH, HO SI YeTKO PACCIIBIIIAT 3TO
CJIOBO, JJake T0 ero rydoam mpoyver.

Onsare THMIIMHA. MenuHIa 4yTh He BCKpUKHYJIAa BMecTo Matepu. OHa MOHsIa, O KOM UJIET peyb,
U cepjlie ee YyTh He B30PBAJIOCH.

— Tonbko T-m-m. OH cKa3aji MHe, YTO y HEero Bce XOpollo, Ho oH Obl1 OnefieH. Kak qymaenib,
OH He 3a0osen?

Kakoii-To Hepa30opumBbIli OTBET Mambl. [010C ee OYeHb JPOXKUT, OHA ejie CACPKUBACTC,
YTOOBI HE 3apbIIaTh B TOJIOC.

— Ha, na, Bot u s Tak nogymMai! OH cTajl TaKUM B3POCJIBIM, 51 C TPYJIOM Y3HaJI €ro.

Menunne crayo He o cede. OH, ee Opar, kuB?! Eif Hy)KHO CPOYHO HAWTU €ro M CIIPOCUTh
O KaMHe, KOTOPBI OH el AaJl.

OHa xoTena ye OTOUTH OT JBEPU, KaK BIIPYT OISITh YCIIbIIIAJIA FOJIOC OTIIA, HEMHOTO UCITyTaH-
HBIN:

— MenuHpaa OyieT pactepsiHa, €Cd Y3HAET, YTO OH KHB.

Ho ona coBceM He pactepsiHa, OTHIO/Ib. Y HEE B TOJIOBE YiKe CIIOKWIICS AAJTbHEUIITNI T1J1aH JIeH-
CTBUIA.

— Iouemy ke OH He BepHYJICS HaC IOBUJATh? — BCE eIlle JPOKAIIMM rOJI0OCOM CIIPOCHIIA MaTh.

— 41 5 TOBOpIO, UMEHHO IMO3TOMY: OH OOMTCS HAIIICH PEAKIIHU.

— Ilouemy *e OH TOrma MojoIen K Tede?

Jlo 3TOro MoMeHTa oTel] TOBOPUJI OXOTHO, HO ceivyac pacTepsiHHO 3aMojiK. [locrie momnbitasncs
BbIJaBUTh KaKHUE-TO OHpaBIIaHI/IH, HO BbIXOOWJIN TOJIBKO 3ByKI/I.

— OH... 6or, — mpoOOPMOTAJI, HAKOHEII, OH.

Menuna 3auHTEpecoBajach ee 6oblie npexHero. Ee Tuio npruoodpeso cTpaHHbIN pyMsHell,
OHa SIBHO ObLJIa B3BOJIHOBAHA.

— bor?

— Bce! Bornbitie HU ctoBa He CKaxy! — BCKpUJasl OTell, HO MOTOM IMKHYJI caM Ha ceOs1. — Yepr.

IMocie sToro pasroBopa MenuHaa xonuia Oenasi, Kak cMepTh. Ee cu3bie 171a3a — e JMHCTBEHHOE,
YTO UMEJIO IIBET HA JIUILIE.

— Vx He 3abosena v Thl? — CrpalivBaia ee MaTh, Tporas IeKH.

55



T. Muxesuu. «KoHcTanmmsa»

MenvHaa MoTasa rojIoBOM U CHielvia Kax/Iblid pa3 BHIATH HA PACKAJIEHHYIO B TO BpeMsl YJIMILY.

MuHyo0 1Ba roia, HEBEpOSTHO MPOCTHIX JIJIs1 POIUTENEH 1 CJIOKHBIX 17151 AeBYIIKH. OHa BHOBb
npuoOpesna pyMsiHell, CTajla yIblOaThCsl, pa3roBapyuBaTh M yXaKMUBaTh 3a IIOCTAPEBIIMMU POAUTEIISIMH.
K kamMHIO OHa OTHOCKJIACh Kak KO BCeM OOBIYHBIM Belllam, Opara BCIOMHHAJIA PEJIKO.

VYMHBIE MBICJTA CTaJI UCUE3aTh, TIOITOMY JEBYIIKA MOAMUTHIBAIA MX KHUTAMHU.

BHesarHO oTelr ymep, He OCTaBUB ABYM JKEHIIMHaM HU rpoma. Hamo Obuto 3apabarbiBath,
HO MaTh ObLJIa CJIMIIIKOM CTapa u cjiada, mosToMy 3ta 3ab0ta nepexoawia k Memunae. OHa crapaiach
HAWTH XOPOIIY0 paboTy, KOTOpasi OyJeT e 1o pyKam.

Ho Takue e AeBYIIKM KakK OHa, 3Ty padoTy pa3o0pav, OCTaBHB TOJBKO CaMyIO CIOXKHYIO
U TsDKeNyl0. MenvHia MoHUMala, 9To MAaHCOB YKe HEeT, HO IPOAOJIKalla UCKATh.

BepHyBImich 10Mo¥i rocsie ouepeHoro AHs, AEBYIIKa ceJla Ha IOJT M YCTaBUIIaCh Ha CBOM YCTaB-
IIMe U TYISIIIe HOTH.

— MenuHpaa, — KpUKHYJIa MaTh, TOAXOAS K JIEBYIIKE.

Ta cnabo moBepHyJia rojioBy.

— $1 onsATh MOTEpIIENa HEeyIauy, — 3arOBOPHJIA OHA, YYBCTBYS ceOsl KpailHe BUHOBATOM.

— O, He 6epa. [TpuIo MMCHMO OT MOETO 3HAKOMOTO, OH TOTOB B3SITh TeOs1 Ha padoTy K cede.

B rpyau uto-to mepeBepHynoch. JeByllika BCKOUYMJIA, TOTOBask OOHSATh MaTh, HO Ta OCTaHO-
BUJIA €€

— Tyna Oyner najiekoBaro, HO ThI clipaBHIbest. [a?

Ha cexynny Menunza 3amepia B pa3ayMbsix. Eif XoTenock 0Tka3aTbesi, HO Oe/ICTBEHHOE TI0JI0-
JKEHHe CEMbU TIepeyOe/InIo ee.

— TeGe xBaTuT AeHer? — cpocuiia JEeBYIIKA, BCIIOMUHAS, CKOJIBKO JIE)KUT B KOITUJIKE.

— Ja! Eme mecsua aBa NpoxuBy! — Becesio 0TO3BaJIaCh CTapyILKa.

MenuHzaa yapIOHyaach ei, ¥ Molia MakoBaTh BEIIH.

Ha crnenyrommuii eHs OHa yke Crelmia Mo yXaOUcTol Topore, HarpaBisisch K AepeBHE.

Bivkailiix MIaHoB y JeBYIIKM He Obl10. Eil Hy)XHO OBUTO JIMIIB 10OpaThCsl 10 JACPEBHHU,
a TaMm Obl OHA yXe peluia, OCTaThCs JIM HOUeBATh B HEW WJIM JBUTAThCS IAJIbIIIE.

Korma ®pen cripocui, ckombko MenuHa yxe B MyTH, Ta OTBETHIIA, YTO OKOJIO MSITU JTHEH.

OcTaHOBUTHCS B JIEpeBHE OHA HE 3aXOTeNa, PEellnia, YTO 3TO 3HAYMTESBHO YBEJIMUYHT IYTh
Y YKOPOTHUT BpeMsl, a uepe3 ABaIaTh JHEH OHA yxkKe OIKHA OyJeT ObITh TaM.

[NepBblii ieHb OHA TOJIHKO YUYHMJIACh IPEOI0JIeBATh JAJIEKUe PACCTOSTHMS, a TOTOMY He OTBJIEKa-
JIach Ha JIEPEBEHBKH U IIUIA JIO TeX MOp, MOKa He HACTYIWIIO YTPO cleayomero aus. Toraa Horu ee
OTKa3aJIM B X0[bOe, ¥ OHA YCTPOWJIa TIEPBbIA MPHUBAJL.

MenuHzaa oxuana, 4To OTIOXHET Yac WM JBa M BHOBb MyCTUTCA B yTh. Ho, K ee yauBieHuio,
HOTY Y 4Yepe3 yac U yepes3 JBa XOAUTb He Morid. Torma oHa ocTanach JO caMOro Beuepa U HOUbIo,
He3aMeTHO is cebsl, yCHYIA.

Tpetuil ieHb OHa PhSTHO HABEPCTHIBAJIA YITyIIIEHHOE BpeMsi, MHOTO Oeraja 1 KpaiiHe Majio OCTa-
HaBJIMBAJIACh.

Beuepom cuiibl ee MOKMHYJIM, U OHAa OMATh YCTPOWJIA MPHUBAJ IO YETHIpeX yTpa Cleaylo-
IIEro JHS.

MenuH e Ka3ai0ch, YTO OHA TOITYETCS HA MECTe, UAET IO KPYTy U BOOOIIIE TapoM TepsieT BpeMmsl.

B sTOT HeHb oHa nuta yke Kak OObIYHO, HUKYJAa He Crella, HO M He OcTaHaBIMBasich. OHa
pelmia, YTo KaKMMH Obl TEMITAMU He 11U1a, BCe PABHO BpeMsI IOTepsieT OAUHAKOBO, TIO3TOMY He3aueM
OBbLJIO ObI HATIPATATHCH.

[Tpoxons Kakylo-TO AEPEBHIO, JAEBYIIKA 3aMETHIIA KOTO-TO, CUJSIIErO Ha KPbIle U MEJIEHHO
TSHYILETO 3BYKH.

MenuHaa xoTena MpoUTA MUMO, HO CUJISIIIIUI Ha KPBIIIE €€ OCTAHOBWJT:

— Kyna B Takylo xapy MoxHO Tak crieminTb? [IpekpacHast norona!
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Menunaa 3amepiia, He OHUMasi, KTO TOBOPUT U Komy. Kak okazanoch, roBOprII Kakoi-10 MaT
Y TOBOPWJI UMEHHO ¢ MenuH10i.

— V3BuHMTE, HO He BaIlle JIeJI0, — KOPOTKO OpOCHIIa ICBYIIKA, KOT/Ia ONPABUIIACh OT UCITyTa.

— 3aueMm Thl U3BHUHSEIIBCA? — CIPOCHUIT HE3HAKOMEII, ITOJXO/ISI K KPato KPBIIIH, YTOOBI TIOTyYIIIe
pasrsaeTh AEBYIIKY.

MenuHaa npeanoysia mpoMoiryarh, a HapeHb MPOJOJKaTL:

— Upnemis Ha 10r? — yTBepIUTEIbHBINA KUBOK MeuHabl, — A yeM TeOe 3/1ech II0X0?

— He 3nar0. HaBepHoe, Huyem.

Hesnakomer1 BIpyr crycTucs, MOIOIIEN K IEBYIIKE U MPOTSIHYJI CBOIO CMYIJIYIO PYKY.

— M>TTbl0, — CKa3a1 OH, CMOTPSI TIPSIMO B IJ1a3a JAEBYIIIKE.

Ta sxe MTHOBEHHO TOXaJja ee, He CKa3aB HU CJIOBa.

— 3HauuT, IPEeANOYUTACIIIb OCTAThCSl HEU3BECTHOM, — 3aKJIIOUMJT HE3HAKOMEI] M XMBIKHYJL.

— 41 Bce paBHO HAJOJTO 3/IeCh HE 3a/IePKYCh, — XOJIOIHO OTBeTWIa MellmHAa, pa3pbiBasi pyKo-
rnokarue.

M>T KMBHYI, CJIOBHO ITPEKPACHO 3TO 3HAJI.

Menunpa emie pa3 orisjena 4eaoBeKa v MpoAoKUIa CBOM MyTb.

— IMoronu! — KPUKHYJ OH U AOTHAT JEBYIIIKY.

OH pasroBapuBaJl ¢ Hel JI0 caMbIX CyMepeK, MOABO/IA ee K Jiecy. Korjga creMHeno, oH ckaza
Cepbhe3HO U OBICTPO:

— CuacTtbe kJeT Te0s Tam, KyJa Thl HallpaBJsienibesl. Thl, HAKOHeIl, OyAelb CYaCTIBA.

MenuHaa oKkpyrinia riaas3a, CMOTPsI KyJJa-TO CKBO3b TOTO UEJIOBEKA.

— D70 MPOCTO NOKeNaHue, 1 He TIpejicKa3biBaio Oyayiero. He Oofics, — Iy JIMBO JOOABUIT OH.

— A 3BYYHT COBCEM Ha0OOPOT.

HanpsixeHre moHeMHoOry yIuio, v JeByIIKa TeTJIO PacipoliaiaCh ¢ HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIM.

Wnatu B jiec HOUBIO He OBLIO CMBICIA, M IEBYIIIKA TIepeHOYeBaa Ha JIYTy OKOJIO JIEPEBEHBKH.

Ha niATeiii feHb OHA MOCTIeNINIIA YMBITCS OT JIOPOKHOM TBLTM U JIyTOBOU MOYBHI U, BHICTUPAB
CBOM BEIIlM B pevKe, OCTaBWJIa UX B ManopoTHrKe. CHslJla OHa He Bce, ornacasiCh KakKux-J100 KUBOT-
HBIX WU ITyTHUKOB.

N 1yt Mmumo nporest @peft, 0CTaHOBUBIIKUCH, KaK HA3J10, PSMO HAIpOTHUB Hee. MenuHa, rps-
4yach MMOJ1 BOJIOM, MepecTasia CbIaTh mesnecT v Tpeck. [lomymara, uro ymesn. Ctaia MeajieHHO BbIHbI-
pUBaTh.

OH cmoTpen, 4TOObl MOHSTH, YTO B MIPOMCXOAWT B PEUKe, a OHA pellnia, YTO CMOTPUT OH
MMEHHO Ha €€ BelllH, JieXKalllie B MaropOTHUKE.

U teneph oHa 37€Ch, CUIUT B CBIPOW OJEKE MO IEPEBOM M CMOTPUT Ha CUISIIETO HAITPOTUB
®pena 1 yyTh noogasib KoHCTaHIIMIO.

B nepuon Bcero pacckaza ®@pep 3aaaJ1 OKOJIO JECATA BONPOCOB, a KOHCTaHIMSA — HU OIHOTO.
OHa Bce BpeMsi MOJTUajia, YTKHYBIIMCh B CBOM KOJIEHU WM pyKu. MIHOrIa cMoTpesa o CTopoHaM,
paccMaTpuBasi TPHI3YHOB Ha JIEPEBbSIX.

— A oHa 4T0, npapja nocjanauia? — crpocuia MelmHaa, KUBasi FOJIOBOW Ha JIEBOUKY.

Ta, 3ameuas, YTO Pa3roBoOp MOIIIE] O HEel, TOBEpHYJIa IOJIOBY.

— OHa? — ®peJ OLIECHUBAIOIIVM B3IJISIOM OKHUHYJ IEBOUKY, — [la Hy, HET, KOHEUHO.

Onu B1BoeM kJaid, 4To KoOHCTaHIMS Kak-TO OTpearupyeT Ha 3TO 3asiBJIEHUE, HO OHA MPOJIOJI-
’Kajla MOJTYaTh, YyBCTBYSI BHYTPHU ceOsl IaBAIIYIO U PBYITYIO OJHOBPEMEHHO OOJIb.

— JlomkHa MpU3HATHCS, Thl 3I0POBO MeHsI Haryraia, KoHcraHe, — ckazana MenuHja, nepeku-
JIbIBasi CBOM BOJIOCHI Ha TJIeYO.

— Koncrannus, — ckazan ®@pen. Beuto HesicHO, TO JIn OH 00paIiaics K HOCUTENIO 3TOT0 UMEHH,
TO JIY TTONPaBJIsAI MenuHy.

B mo6om cirydae, KoHcTaHIus eMmy He OTBETHIIA,  OH HE CTaJl MPOJIOJIKATh TeMYy.
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Onu cuzenu, A APYT Ha Apyra B BUJIE TPEYTroJbHUKA JIO TeX IMOp, moka ®pen He BcTal,
cKazar:

— Hy, Hano 6w nBurarses B myth. KTo Kyna u ¢ kem unet?

MenuHzaa sIBHO pa3MBIIILIsLIIA, & OHA 3[eCh ObUla AMHCTBEHHBIM coOecefHuKoM. KoHcTaHus
XMYPO OKMHYJIA B3IJISIIOM MQJIbUMKA, MBICIIEHHO 3aCTaBJIsIsl €0 BCIIOMHUTD, 3a4€M BOOOIIIE MPUIILIA.
U on BcnomMHMIIL.

— Pa3 KoHcranmus npuriuia 3a MHOM, a He 3a MeMHIOH, 5 Moy ¢ Hell. Y T1e0Osi, HaBepHoe,
Apyroi nyTsb?

JleBy1IKa yabIOHy1ach, TIOKaB I'yObI.

— Jla, coBceM MHOM, — a TOCJIE CIIOKOMHO J00aBmIa: —

Ho kaxnas BcTpeua Bceria MMeeT BOPOX BHITEKAIONIMX U3 Hee rocieacTBrid. U pa3 yx BcTpeua
MpoM30IILIa — OylIeT ele OfHa.

[NoBucna nay3a. ®pen, cCOUTHIN € TOJIKY, IEPEBOAII B3IV TO Ha IEBYIIKY, TO Ha KoHcTaHImIo,
oxnnast oobsacHennii. Ho ux He mmocienoBalio.

KoHcranmus yislOHymach, 3a4eM-TO KUBHYB J€BYIIKE.

®pen Gpocuit B3I HA BOJIOCH JIEBOUKH. Ee uepHble JJOKOHBI TYro mepeBs3blBajia KpacHast
JIEHTa, KOTOPYIO OH COBCEM HEJIaBHO HaIleJl.

— D-3M, — BBIJAJ OH, PacTepsIHHO cMOTps1 Ha KoHcTaHmIo.

Ta BOIpPOCUTENBHO B3MJISIHYJIA HA HETO, OH MOKAa3aJsl JICHTY.

— 4 namen ee B peke... [lyman, TBos.

Cnavana KoHcranims Momua OypaBuJia B3IJISIOM 3Ty JIEHTY. 3aTeM, BCIIOMHUB UTO-TO, YJIbIO-
HYJIach, 12 TaK, YTO YyTh HE pacCMesiyiach BO BECh TOJIOC.

®pen, mouyBcTBOBaB ceOsi INIYIBIM, BCE K€ CAABJIEHHO YJBIOHY/ICsA. MenuHaa HaOmonana
3a HIMU TI00J1aJIb, & TIOTOM He BblIEpKaia U TOJOIILIA.

— Jlenta? — Opocuiia oHa B3I Ha pyKy Ppena. — Bel 3-3a 3T0r0 TaKkue Becesbie?

KoHcran1ust BHOBb IpruoOpesna cepbe3HOCTb, a Ppef; MocMOTpelT Ha CBOIO PYKY.

— Tel ciyyaiiHO JIEHTHI KPacHOM He Tepsila? — CIIPOCUII OH, IOAHUMAas Ha MenuHae B3I,

Ta B3MIsIHY/Ia Ha HETO € TAKOW MATKOCTBIO, JOOPOTOM, 3a00TOM, CIIOBHO OH OBLIT CAMBIM BaKHBIM
IJIs1 Hee YeJI0BEKOM, CaMbIM TEPBBIM U TocieaHuM. Kopoye, eJMHCTBEHHBIM.

— Tepsina, — He OTPBIBASICh OT €ro B3IV, POrOBOPHIIA JEBYIIKA.

Vike HauMHAJIO TEMHETh, U ObLJIO BIOJIHE BEPOSATHO, UYTO XUIITHUKH, CKPBHIBABIIMECS BCE 3TO
BpeMs TJIe-TO B HeJIpax Jieca, 3aXOTAT BBIUTH HApPYXKy U TOJAKOMUTBCS CBEXKUM, Oe33alUTHBIM
MsicoM. KoHcTaHIMs1 OTBEpHY/IACh OT HUX M CTaJla UCKATh MAJIKU JJIs1 KOCTpa.

— Torna nepxwu, 310 TBOE, — Ppe]| KaK-TO HEYBEPEHHO OTAAJ JICHTY XO35MKe U B3AOXHYJL.

MenuHzaa COCTPOMIIA YTO-TO HAMOAOOME YIBIOKH, 2 TOTOM JIyIIEBHO U UCKPEHHE OOHSIa MaJlb-
YHKa, CKa3aB:

— Cnacu60, 4TO BBICITYIIIAT.

— Hy, — ckondyxenno nporopopuin ®pen, — 51 ObUT He €JUHCTBEHHBIM CITyIIIATENIEM.

OH MSATKO OTCTpaHWJICA, BRIMCKUBAs B3MIsA0M KoHcranmmio. Ho Ta ckpeutack U3 Bufy, Oyaro
ee U He OBbUIO 3EeCh BOBCE.

— Ho BBl ieficTBUTEIHHO IOMOIIM MHE, — HaYajla OHA, HO 3aIHYBIIKCh, 3aMOTYAIA.

— T mpocTo BBICKa3asach U Tede cTajo Jierde, — ckazain Ppen, cierka yabioasch.

— Ho 6e3 Bamero Tomuka s1 Obl IO CUX TIOp JiepXkaja Bce B cede U cropajia oT 3TOM 00U BCIO
cBoIo ku3Hb. Criac0o BaMm 3a Bce.

Ona He cBoM OnaropapHoro B3rsiAa ¢ Ppena ere npuMepHO NATH ceKyH. [lotom, 3amMeTHO
B3BOJIHOBAaHHBIN, Ppesl MpOu3Hec:

— Cxkopo Beuep, a 31ech, B JieCy, eCTh JAMKHE KpyIHble 3Bepu. He XoTenoch Obl HATKHYTHCS
HA HUX HOYbIO.

— Kak ynauHo s1 coOpasa XBOpocT.
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KoHcraHIms BbIILIa OTKYAA-TO C3aH, C YKOPOM Iiisas Ha Menuuay. B ee pykax Haxoguics
BOPOX MaJloueK, OPEBHBIIIEK, CyYKOB M BETOK.

— O, — ToNBbKO U cMOT BbIJaBUTH Pper.

Koncranius 6e3 coB nepenaia XBOPOCT MaJIbuMKy U MOBEPHYIACh K MenuH e, Mo-1pexHeMy
CMOTPsI Ha Hee C TMOA03PEHHEM.

— TBos Gonb cmmmkoM cradasi, — BAPYT Havasaa oHa Oe3 MpesTioIni.

MenuHza B3APOTHYJIA U JIUIO €€ CKPUBHIIIOCH.

— Jla ona mpaxe cnadee 6omu pacTeHui!

Kaxercsi, TyT neBouka npogymainia Bce Hanepen. Ppen, 3aHSITHIN HEMTOCTYITHBIM XBOPOCTOM,
TBITAJICS 3alIUXHYTh €T0 B CYMKY, MepeBsI3aTh YeM-TO. A MOTOMY HE MOT OCTAaHOBUTh OYPHBIN MOTOK
pyranu KoHcranuumu:

— Bonb Beerna Takas cinabasi, WM Tl IIPOCTO ee Mepekuia’? — rpy0o OCBeJOMIIIACH JEBOYKA.

MenuHpa crosiia, mogoOHas crarye 1 abCOMIOTHO He TIOHUMAJIa, O YeM BEIET peub 3Ta JeBYOHKA
B JKEJITOM IUIaThe U TUIalle, HEOMEPHO BEIMKOM €.

— Ioronu!

— TBoeti 60O TONBKO 3aKyChIBaTh! — B3BU3rHY/1a KOHCTaHIMS 1 pe3Ko oTBepHYIack: — Yepr!

«OHa oOMaHyJa MEHs1», — 3By4aJio B FOJIOBE JIEBOYKH, TOKA OHA IO OOJIHM CKUMasIa KOXKY Ha JIOK-
TSX.

MenuHzaa onsTh 3aMoJTYaNia U JIMIIb ee 1J1a3a, ycTpemiieHHble Ha KoHcTaHnmio, crpammBaim
000 BceM, UTO TYT ceiluac ObLIO.

Koncranmus Bapyr npumuia B ce0st v ceB psiioM ¢ Ppenom, crana TUXO OObSICHSATD.

— Barra 60116 — 0ueHb BaskHasi Belllb, KOTOPOI MHE HYKHO MOAJICPKUBATH CBOE CYIIIECTBOBAHHE.
Bonb yronser mMoit ronoa. Bel JOMKHB OHUMATh, YTO €CIU S IPOIIY Bac MPUYMHHUTH cede Oob —
3HAUUT 3TO HeoOXoAuMO. U He HyXKHO JIMIITHUX BOIMPOCOB, OHU... Hy, B OOIIEM, s UX HE JHOOIO.
Jlymaio, He CTOMT OKyHaTh Bac B MOAPOOHOCTH, TeM OoJiee UTo s cama Kak ClieqyeT B HUX He pa3o-
Opajach, HO CKa3aTh CTOMT TO, YTO AyIIeBHAas1 OOJb — camasi qoirast u3 Bcex. [loatomy MeHs Tak
Pa303IIWII ITOT Cllyvait ¢ Todoi, MenmrHza.

OHa roBopwJia HeMPEPHIBHBIM MOTOKOM, KaK-TO HE BbIJIC/Isis MHTOHAIIMEH 3aIlsAThie U TOYKH,
a MoTOMY, ee pe3Koe MOTYaHHue HEMHOTO X YIUBUJIO.

MenuHaa nepeocMbICIa 3Ty UH(POPMAIIMIO 3aHOBO U YyTh HE paccMesilach OT €€ B3[I0pa.

®pen nosepus B uctopuio 6osblie, YeM MeluHaa, 100 Ha JTMYHOM OIbITe YOeIUICcs B TOM,
yto KOHCTaHIIMs MOXKET ee BAbIXaTh B ceOsl, U30aBJIsis APYTUX JIOEH OT CTpaJIaHMiA.

— Kaxk b1 ynauno cobpana xBopoct, — ckazan Ppen, Bcraasi.

KoHcranmus ynpi0Hyaach, a MOTOM MPOU3HECA!

— Hawm Hano yiitu u3 jieca 10 TEeMHOTHI.

OHu, OrJIs1/IeB APYT Apyra U Bce, YTO MPOCTUPACTCS BOKPYT HUX, MOILTHA BBEPX MO PeKe.

[Nozxe MenuHaa B3si1a UHUIMATUBY B cBoM pyku. OHa BBIIILIA BIIEpe/l, JUKTOBAJA, T JIydIle
MIPOUTH M KyJa JIydllie cBepHyTh. Ppell MHOTAa Co3aBajl Crophbl, KOO ObUT HE COIJIACEH C TeM, UTO
ropopuT Memmnzaa. KoHcTaHIMsI BHOBb YMOJIKJIA, €€ JIUIIO OMSITh CTAJI0 KAMEHHBIM.

[Tpoiias npuimvHOE KOJTUYECTBO BPEMEHH, OHM TaK M HE BBIIIUIM U3 JIECA, XOTSI TIOPSIAKOM CTEM-
HeJIo.

—IIpuBan, — o0bsiBun Ppen, nepedbrBas MeauHay, KOTOpasi XOTeNa TOJIBKO YTO YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

XBOPOCT IJIABHO OMYCTHJICS Ha 3eMITI0. KOHCTaHIM s MUPHO cefia psiIoM ¢ TaJIKaMH 1, He 00pa-
111asi BHUMaHU1 Ha riepeOpaHKy BedyIInX, ocMoTpesnach. Ceiiuac ee AbIXaHue 3aMeJTIIIOCh, OHA CTajla
MIPOBEPSTD, HE JKKETCSI JIM KUCIOPO.

I[Noka Bce ObLI0 HOPMAJIBHO, HO eIlle HEMHOTO U IEBOYKE MPU/IETCS] MICKATh TOIUTKY.

Bokpyr Obuty Jiuiib aepeBbs. OrpoMHOE KOJMUECTBO BHICOKUX, TYCTHIX JICPEBbEB, HU OJHOTO
’KUBOTHOTO.

Jlaxe OeJIKM UCYEe3IIH.
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— Tsl XOTh MOHUMAETITB, YTO TPUBAJ B JIeCy ornaceH? — B3BU3THYJIa MenH/a.

®pen HEMOKOIEOMMO BO3PA3HIT:

— Ho uatu Kyga-To Ha Hayraj BCIO HOYb — TOXe 3aTesl Tak ceoe.

— Jla mouemy Hayran? Msl IBHKeMCS Ha 10T, TaM BBIA/IEM U3 Jieca U YCTPOUM MPUBAL.

— A THI He TIOAYMaJIa, YTo JieC MOXKeT ObITh OUeHb PACKUAVCTHIM? MBI He 3HaeM, rie KOHUAeTCsI
Jiec, a TIOTOMY MOXEM HM/ITH K er0 KOHITY XOTb JI0 CJeAYIOIIero Beuepa. A 3T0 IJI0X0, Mbl MOXEM 0e3
CHJI YIIaCTb.

— Thl HeioOIICHUBaLIIb CIIOCOOHOCTH YeJIoBeKa, — 3asBijia MelnHAa W pelmTebHO 100a-
BUJIA: — Sl Uy JIAJIbIIIe.

— Tornma npornait, — ynpiOHyaack KoHcTaHIMs, TOMaxaB pyKOH Ha MpOIaHUe.

MenuHaa B3DISHYJIa Ha JEBOYKY Tak, CJOBHO BAPYr coOaka IMojaia rojioc, 0 KOTOPOM ee
HE IMPOCUJIY TIPSMO MTOCPETU TeaTPATLHOTO 3aj1a.

Menunaa qBUHYJIack ObLIO BIepe.l, HO OCTAaHOBHMJIACh, COOMPAsCh UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO ®pen ee
nepeOwuI:

— JlagHo, nopoxau. Yoy ciofa, Mbl 9TO-HUOYIH PUITyMAEM.

B monoxeHun OHM OKa3auch AEWCTBUTENHHO 3aTpymHUTETbHOM. CKOpO CTeMHeeT OKOHYa-
TEJIbHO, a KOHIIA JIECY He BU/IHO; HET ¥ pe4d O TOM, YTOOBI MTH Ky/la-TO Ha HOYb IsiAsa. Ho u ocra-
BaTbCA HA HOYB 3[1€Ch ObLIO OBbI OIMACHO, XOTh HAYErO Y HE OCTAETCS.

Ha noc KoHcrannum ynaa nepBas Tsokesnas Karis. JleBouka iepHysia HOCOM, caMa B3pOrHyJia
Y HAaKMHYJIa KaITIOIOH, TTOKA3ABIIUICS el HeBEPOATHO TSKEJIBIM M TOPSIUM.

— Yro 310? — 331271 Ppej; BOMpoc CKopee pPUTOPUICCKUI, HEXKETN OOBIYHBIN.

MenuH/a Kak-TO CTPAHHO Ha HEr0O TIOCMOTpeJIa, HEMOHATHO CMOPIIWIACH U B3IJISTHYJIA HABEPX,
OXHJast 9To-TO YBUAETh. Ho TaM, BBepXy, OblIa JIMIIL OOWJIbHAS JIUCTBA.

— 41 roBopmIIa, 4TO MOMAET JI0K/Ib, — TOBOJILHO CKa3asia KoHcTaHIus, BCcTaBas.

WMutepBast yyacTuiics, ¥ Karuid CTaJId Kamnathb 6osbiie u Obictpee. [locte moren TuBeHs.

[Tnamnm HagesKHO 3al|Ial CBOETO HOCUTEIISI, HO TOMY HOCHUTENIO ObLJIO HECKOJILKO HEYITOOHO
CMOTPETh Ha MPOMOKHYBIINX MaJIbUMKa U JIEBYIIIKY, a MOTOMy KOHCTaHIIMS permia Kyaa-To Mpoi-
THUCD.

— Jlaneko He yxoau, — ckazan ei B cieg Ppef.

JleBouKka ke mpoOupanach CKBO3b MAMOPOTHUKH, MIOKA He OOHAPYKHUJIA 3amax.

HyxHbiii eii 3anax.

OH ObLT Tak OJIM3KO, HO B TO e BpeMs ObLIO He TIOHSATHO, OTKY/Ia 3armaX UMEHHO MCXOJIUT.

Koncranmus o6epHynach, OTMevasi, 4To ee CITyTHUKM Ha MeCTe W JIBUHYJIACh KyJa-TO, OCMat-
puBasi BCe BOKPYT.

Jlok/1b JIVJT, W TITAI CTall HeBepOATHO Tsiken. OH OyKBaJIbHO BIABJIMBA JIGBOUKY B 3eMJIIO,
Merasi CBOOO/IHO TIepEeABUTaThCSI.

Jlec HeoxumaHHo npeodpazmiics. Cta OecTAIIMM, KaKMM-TO TEMHBIM U 3araJJOYHBIM, HeecTe-
CTBEHHO MOKPBIM U BOOOIIIe ObLT TOXOX Ha APEMYUHA, TOT, B KOTOPOM JaJIbllle HOCA HUYEro He YBU-
I,

JIMCThsI MarOPOTHUKOB, CJIOBHO pacKucIIasi Oymara, OTBAJIMBAIUCh, U Magaid B OechopMeH-
HYIO Ky4y Yero-To MOKPOTO, 3eJIEHOTO U CTPAHHOTO.

KoneuHo, TUCThsA HE MOIJIM TaK packucaTh. JIMOO MOXKIb HEOOBIUHBIH, JTMOO C JIeCOM YTO-TO
He Tak, 00 y KoHCTaHIMY TaJUTIONUHAITUN.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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