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A. KameHneBa. «ApTo — cTath O€CCMEPTHOM»

IIpeaucaosue

Korna-to He 6b10 HUYero. Bo Beenennoit Butana roiayooBartasi AbIMKa, KOTOpasi, Kak MsTKOe
ofiesiyio, OepekHO XpaHWsIa COH Beel xu3Hu. Ho Korma-HuOyb Bce paBHO MPUAETCS POCHYThCS —
Y OTOHb 3aKercsi B OHO MrHOBeHHe. MollHas BOJIHA €ro CBETa U Terlla MPOHECAch MO BCEMY KOC-
Mocy (¥ ceiiyac MOKHO YBHUJIETh HA HOUHOM HeOe ero UcKphl). [lnams oOxuramoiie Oesoe v 4icToe,
Kak comnHile. Ero ums 610 — Mutpar.

Ho nocrernenHo cusiommast BCIbIIIKA cTajla MPUOOPETaTh HESICHbIE OUePTaHUsl — TaK MOSIBUIICS
NepBbIiA OeccMepTHBIA. MUTpaT JieTas MepBblii pa3 B CBOEH BEUHOM JKM3HM, OTIABas BCIO SHEPIHIO,
KOTOpasi CO3/1aBajia HOBbIE U HOBbIE OrHU. HeBO3MOXHO ObLIO OomucaTh UX KpacoTy. Kaxplii HOBbIN
OrOHb ITPUBHOCKJI UTO-TO HOBOE, HaBceraa MeHss mup. Tak 3apoaunack Beenennas. Bo riase ¢ Mut-
paTroM OrHU CO3/1AJIM MPUBBIUHYIO )KU3Hb — TAKYI0, KAKOM MBI BCE €€ 3HAEM.

Ho ornio HyxHa numa. Ctuxusi, NOpoAMBILIasl KU3Hb, caMa K€ MOXKET €€ U YHUUTOXKHUTh.
W xaxplii OrOHb HauaJl MOKUPATh TO, YTO OH caM co3/1ait. KTo-To sui Garoiapsi rapMOHUH, 2 KOMY-
TO HYXeH ObLT Xa0c, KTO-TO JIIOOUI MY3bIKY, a KTO-TO TUIIMHY. Hayanuck BOWHBI, B KOTOPHIX HaBCe-
I71a MoruOav ¥ CaMy OTHHM, U OCTaJIbHBIE Hapobl. [Ipyx0Oa koHumnack. HaBcerna ncue3 oroHbp Mupa,
ObLIM 3a0BITH YECTHOCTh U CITPABEIIUBOCTh. VI, KOHEYHO, HUKTO HE 3aMETUJT MaJleHbKOe HOBOPOXK-
nenHoe miams. Camoe mianiiee u3 Bcex. [loka Beenennas 3axsieObiBajiach B KPOBH, OTOHEK POC,
a KocMoc TeMHeJ1. CKOpO HOYb CTajla YEPHOM.

Temuoe Vuauro. CKONBKO JIereH]] XOAWIO cper OecCMEpTHBIX O HeM. KTo-To roBopwi, 4to
OHO HeceT rudeltb, a KTO-TO Ha3bIBaJl ero caMoy TbMoi. HuKTO He y3HaBas cBoero coopara, u Maauro
MCYE3JI0, CKPBUIOCH OT TJIa3 3aHSTHIX OUTBAMU OECCMEPTHBIX.

Ho B ogHy HOYb, KOTJa TUIAHETHI y3KE MOTPA3JIM BO ThME U CMEPTH, BCIBIXHYJ CBET. 3aKIJIACh
camas 6omblasi ¥ camas sipkas 3Be3ia Bo BeenenHol — Pukiiaa. MuTpat oObeIMHUII OTHU B €IUHYIO
Nmnepuio, HO He X0Teln Oojiee MPaBUTh, BElb OH — OTEII OTHsI, OTEIl )KU3HHU — HE CMOT yOepeub MUp.

Torga oH mogo3Bal caMOro MPeJaHHOIO CBOETO JIpyra — OrHsl MOJIHUM 1 Hepruv Mantu. Benp
BMecTe ¢ Pukiagom nepes oruiom Beenennoit nosisuics Kpucraii, B KOTOPOM, COITIACHO JIETeHJaM,
Haxogwiachk yacte TemHoro Muavro, npenogHecenHas Cozparemo kak gap. Ho camo Munuro tak
1 He ObUIO pacKphiTo. BpyunB kameHb MaHTH Kak 3HaK OlaromapHOCTH W OpyKObl, MUTpar yiem
OT JIMAEPCTBA, CTaB JIMIIb (POpPMaIbHBIM MPABUTENIEM OIPOMHON TaJIaKTUKM MOJ Ha3BaHueM Mmme-
pusi.

[To3:ke 13 HEM3BECTHOrO HUKOMY M3MEpeHHsI B Hallly BceneHHylo mpuiies gyx 0eaoro Bojka
1o uMeHu ApT. OH Hayuus OeCCMEepPTHBIX CIEPKUBATh CBOM Pa3pyLIMTEIbHbIE HMHCTUHKTBI, 3aKJIIO-
YMB JIyIIA OTHEW B CMEpTHBIC Tena. Y XOTs XU3Hb MX cTaja Oojee XPYNKOH, a cepiia He TaKUMU
TOpSTYMMU, OTHU OOJIbITIE HE MOIJIM Pa3pyLIMTh CO3/IAaHHBI UMY MUP.

Ho mpuper Bpemsi, korga 3ToT Mup OyleT CTOSATh Ha TpaHW TuOenu, 1 MuTpary npuiercs
CaMOMY TIPOCTHTH ceOe MPOIILIbIe OIMOKH, TIOMHATHCS M BECTU CBOW HApO[I.



A. KameHneBa. «ApTo — cTath O€CCMEPTHOM»

I'maBa 1

Cunsasa komera

Cyxas, elie Teruias rnocjie 3HOMHOTO JIETHErO JIHS1 KaMEHMCTast 3eMJIsl CJIeTKa MoXpycThiBajia
B HOYHOW THILMHE, KOT/a JABE MaJleHbKUE (PUT'YPKU TOPOILIMBO MPOHOCUIMCh MUMO PSIJIOB CTapbIX,
COXPAHMBIIMXCA €lle C LIAPCKUX BPEMEH, MOKOCUBLIMXCS IOMUKOB BHU3, 32 TOPOI.

— Her! Tl ¢ yma comuna! — menimas no3ajay JeBOYKa JIET TPUHAALATU YKe CUJION NONbITaIach
yZepxarb noApyry. l'ojoc ee maHMYeCKH APOKal.

Ta, He oOpailasi HUIKaKoro BHUMaHUsl Ha 3TU MPOTECThI, MPOJOJIKAIA IIMPOKO PACKPHITBIMU
OT G1aroroBefHOro CTpaxa U MoJHOM MIJIBI IJIa3aMU CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY HEOOJIBILION POLLULIBI Y ITOA-
HOXXHSI XOJIMa, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUT MX HEOOJIBIION, TPAKTUYECKH 3a0bIThIN IMBUIN3AIMEN TOPOIOK.
Tonbko 4yTO, OYKBaJbHO MHHYT JIeCATh Ha3al, Tyla, UCKps, OyATo (eliepBepK, POCCHIIBI0 CHHUX
OTHEW, yrajx MEeTeOpuT. A Bellb HUYTO He MpEeABEINao Oelbl: HU HOBOCTHBIE KaHAJIbl, HM Pa3HO00-
pasHble Hay4HbIE KypHAJIBI Jake He 3aMKHYJHCh O TOM, 4TO... Ho 000 BceM 1o nopsiky.

Konen ntons. Camplii pasrap JeTHUX KaHUKY/I. B uectb OymyIiero 1Hs poxIEeHUs pOIUTENH,
3Has O COBEPLIEHHO CyMaclle/IeM yBJIeUeHUH Jouepu, nogapuian Jlepoit Hacrosmmii Teneckon! C
PaHHEro JEeTCTBAa OHAa MOIVIA YacaMM IPOCHXKMBATh 32 MOTEPTHIMM ACTPOHOMHUYECKMMH aTiIacaMH,
OJIHY 3a JAPYTrOil IepeunThIBasIa AECATKA KHUT O MU(ax 1 JiereHIax HapoIOB, OyKBaJIbHO KUJa Med-
TOI1 0 HeOe — ¥ BOT MeuTa cOblIack. byiaro B TakoM HEOOIIBIIIOM FOPOJIKE, J1a ellie U Ha OJHOW U3 Jajlb-
HUX yJUII, OBUIO JOCTATOYHO TEMHO TI0 HOYaM, YTOOBI OTYETIMBO BUIETh CAMbIE IAJIEKHE 3BE3/IB. . .

OnHako M TelecKkon He ObUI HyKeH, YTOOBI 3aMETUTh SIPUalIIyl0 BCIBIIIKY, HECYIIyIOCs
Ha O'POMHOH CKOPOCTH K 3emJie, HaloMuHawouyo cuHuil Jpker!. Ho oHa He ucuesna. Tpu, nBa...
«EcTb KOHTAKT!» Jlepo 3amepra, IIIsiAs Ha CBEPKHYBIIYIO BCTIBIILIKY M YyBCTBYS, KaK BCTAIOT JHIOOM
BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUIKE U IIpe/laTesIbCKU XOJIOeI0T Nasiblibl. Komera Tak u He ycrniena cropets. Celiyac Bce
3akoHUMTCS. Bee ee xkenanus, yasHUs 1 TUIaHBI Ha Oyayee. A Beb OHA TaK MeuTaja CTaTh UCCIIeI0-
BaTeJIeM-ITyTeIIIECTBEHHUKOM B OeckpaiiHeil Beenennoit! Hy niam xotst Obl BBIIPOCUTD y poaUTENei
Opara. Bor-Bor. Ceiivac.

Ho Huuero He npoucxoauio. V3 oueneHeHus 1e€BOYKY BbIBEJI PACCTPOEHHBIN BO3IVIAC OTLA!
«Bor ke ragpl! 4 Hefemo aToro Marya xaan!» Oka3aaock, 4YTo BO BCEM ropojie OTHOBPEMEHHO Y BCEX
Pa3oM BBIPYOMIIO 3/1eKTpUYecTBO. Beuepamu oT Heuero Aenarh OOJIBLUIMHCTBO ceMel 3[ech coOrpa-
JIMCh y TEJIeBU30pa, TaK YTO OBUI MIAHC, YTO BCIIBIIIKY 3aMETHIJIM HEMHOTHe. MBICIH JIMXOpaJouHO
CKaka/y B rojioBe. Jlepoil 00M3ana mepecoxInme OT CTpaxa IyObl M PeIIUTEeNIbHBIM KECTOM TOTpe-
najia ynaBIIyIO Ha KOJIEHH MOZIPYTY, BCE €lle 3aKPbIBABIIYIO FOJIOBY PyKAMHU.

— Dii! [lobpo noxanoBars B pai!

Acs, noiparusasi, OTHsJIa PyKH OT JIMIIA U, XOTS 3TO y Hee MOJTy4yMJIoCch HE Cpasy, XpHUILIO
BbIJIaBIJIA:

— Y-uT10 3710 OBUIO?

Jlepoii mponoskana HeTepIeBO JepraThb I€BOYKY 3a PyKaB I10J0CATOrO IUIaThsl, HE OTPbIBast
B3I OT TOM yacTu Heba, Tjie MmpoJjieTena KoMeTa:

— Bor tam u y3Haem. [Tonumm! — U, He g0k IaBIIKCh OTBETA, KOPOTKO KPUKHYJIA Yepe3 IUIeyo,
crapasich, 4TOOBI €e ToJ10C 3Byyall ecrecTBeHHO: — Ma-a-am! [la-a-an! 4 noiiny cnpoiy, y Koro erie
OTKJIIOUWJIN. .. U KOTJa AaayT!

! HOJ'[HpHOe CprﬁHOC TEUCHUE, IKET, — 4aCTO Ha6moz[aemoe B KOCMOCE SBJICHUE, KOrga U3 KOMIIAaKTHOI'O 00beKTa BJI0JIb €I'0 OCH
BpaleHus Bbl6paCbIBa]0TCﬂ TMOTOKHU BEIIECTBA.
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— Yero? — TONMBKO U yCIeNa CEBIIUM T'OJIOCOM MPOoOOpPMOTaTh ACs, HO TO3/IHO: MOAPYTa yxke
CKpPbLIaCh B HENPUBBIYHON TEMHOTE, TOJIBKO THXO IIEJIKHYJIA OTKphIBaeMasi KaJIUTKa.

Hanpaso u o yrina. Jlepoit Xopolio 3Haja 3Ty JOpOry, Be/ib IPaKTUYECKU KaxXIblil JeHb caMa
BCTaBaJla TOYHO IEpe/i BOCXOIOM U XOIWIa CMOTpeTh Ha paccBer. 3aueM? Jla mpocrto tak. HpaBu-
nock. Ha paccete u 3akare KOCMOC BCerJa Kazajcs el 4yTouky Ommke oObraHoro. Ceifuac, cama
TOTO HEe OCO3HABas, JEBOUYKA CTAPAJIACh HE IIIyMETb, IPOXO/s MO/l HU3KMMHU HACTEXb PACTIAXHYTHIMU
COCEICKMMH OKHaMH. BApyr npuniensitcst ¢ paccpocamu, a Befib 910 ee Haxonka! Kaxercs, B cocen-
HEM OKHe MeJIbKHYJIa Ubs-TO TeHb. Jlepoii mpuTamnack. HaBepHsika yxe 3aBTpa yTpoOM clojia TIOHae-
AYT KYPHAJIMCTHI ¥ YY€HbIe, OLIESAT TEPPUTOPUIO U BCe: TPoIIal, ucciaenoBanue. Coceu HaBepHsIKa
pa300ITaloT, YTO STO OHA B3sJ1a KAMEHb. .. BHE3aIHO KTO-TO OOJIBHO CXBATHJI €€ 32 PYKY BBIIIIE JIOKTS:

— Tl uTO? A €ciu OH paJUOAKTUBHBINA? — AcCsl JIMIIb CJIeTKa CMOPIIUJIAch Ha MpeaocTeperao-
niee muKaHbe noapyru: — Hukyna Tel He noinenis !

Ta B OTBET TOJILKO YBEPEHHO TPSIXHYJIA TOJOBOH, 3a0bIB, UTO B TAKOH ThbME HUKTO HE YBUJUT
9TOTO JKeCTa, I71a3a TOpesi PEIMMOCTHIO:

— Jlaxe He ;ymail OCTaHABIMBATh. 51 TaK JOJITO MeUTasa CBOMMH I71a3aMH YBUIETh YTO-TO TAKOE.
Ecnmu Hy)HO, 51 oy Tyna u 6e3 1eds!

Acst 0OMXEeHHO 3aMoITyaa, BCe elle YacTo JIbIIa OT HeIaBHO MEPEkUTOro yxaca. Beio ux mepe-
MaJIKy 3arTyIiano FPOMKOE CTPEKOTaHUEe CBEPUYKOB B OJIMKAWIIIEM Oropofe.

— Tl MOXeIIb He UITH, eCIi OOUIIILCS, — yke Oojiee CIIOKOWHO TTpoaoyukmia Jlepoit u, BHOBb
HE JIO’K/IABIIUCh OTBETA, POAODKIIIA ITYTh yXke Oerom.

Bor u gopora Buu3. Tawm, 3a pekoii 1 xKeIe3HONOPOKHBIMU My TSAMH, pacnosiarajach HeOObIIast
POIIKIIA, TIOJTHAST €XKEBUKH, T/Ie YaCTO MPSATAIIMCH OT Kapbl MAJTbUMIIKK Ha pbiOasike. OMBITHBIN 7123
yXe MOT OblI B CBETE JIyHbl Pa3JIMUUTh MPOTAIMHY MPSMO B €€ IIEHTpe.

— Bor 310 na! — TMX0 mpucBUCcTHYNA Jlepoil, ykas3biBasi Ha «JIbIpy» B KpoHe. — MHe KaxeTcs,
WINA TaM YTO-TO CBETUTCS?

Acsl, yKe MOpaBHSIBIIAsCS C Hel, He OTBETUJIA, TAK K€ HAIPSDKEHHO TJIsi/is BIiepe.

— Ma nagHo tebe! He oOwmkaricsi, — Jlepoii IerOHbKO TKHYJA JIOKTEM B OOK momapyry. — Thl ke
3Haelllb, Kakou s (haHaTHK.

— Ha, HO... — AeBOYKa 3510KO0 MOeXKMIACh, U HOUHAS MPOXJiaaa Obula TYT HU MpH YeM. — [Totom
Be/Ib BCE PACCKaXyT B HOBOCTsIX. 3ayeM puckoBarh? K TOMy ke Thl HE CMOXKEIIb cama MPOBECTH
aHaJIu3.

Jlepoii He oTBeTWIIa, Aenasi BUA, YTO OOMTCS OCTYNUTHCS HAa KPYIHOM rajbKe, 3aMeHsBIIEH
3aech acanbT. [ ae-To mon Kpblmen Omkaiiero JoMa MUCKHYIA JIETydasi MbIIllb, TIOTOM B OJJHOM
U3 JIOMOB pa3JaJiCsl paCKaTHCTHIA MYKCKOW CMeX, U CHOBA CTaJIO THXO.

— Hy tak uyto?

— Ox, Hy He npucraBaii! — B3monmiachk Jlepoii, He rmsaas Ace B masa. — [Ipocro ecim camoit
HHUYEro He Jienarth, To ... [Ipocto MHe Tyna Haio, sICHO?

Bnepenu Mesx 1y TeM MoKa3ajmch CTapble KeIe3HO0pOKHbIE My TH. KakeTcs, rie-To HeBasieke
BCTaJl TOBApHbIM Toe3]. Jlepoil Ha BCAKMIA cllydyail CHOBA MpPUCITyLIajJach: HUYEro. TONbKO IPOMKO
KBaKaJIM Ha peke JATymKu. OKOHUYaTeNIbHO 3a0bIB 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH, OHA BIIPHUITPBIKKY MOCKaKasa
yepes cTapble y3KHe PesbChl, yKe Jake He BCIyIIMBAsiCh B HEIOBOJIbHBIE OypUaHUsi MOAPYTH y cels
3a cniuHOM. O4YHYNach TOJMBKO KOIZA Ta, CHOTKHYBIIMCH B TEMHOTE O BBICTYMAIOIIYIO KENE3sKY,
C IIIyMOM HaBaJIMJIaCh HA HEEe BCEM BECOM.

— 41 yxe BooOIIIe HUYEro He BHKY! — BHIPBAJIOCh Y ACH CKBO3b pyranb. — Kak Twl coOpasiach
nepeOuparhCs uepe3 peuky?

Jlepoii, B 9TOT MOMEHT OTYASIHHO OTMaXMBAIOIIASICS OT KOMAPOB, MOXKaJIa IIeYaMHU:

— Horapaiics.

Peka Ty3moBka, 4To npoTekana, a BepHee, Moji3Jia psSAoOM C UX YacTblo roposa, Oblia HeYacTo
TMIOCEIIAEMBIM CO CTOPOHBI KUTENIel MecToM. ['psi3Hast, MpakTUYEeCKH HEMPUTOHAS ISl JIOBJIH PHIObI
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(pasBe YTO MaJIBYMIIIKAM TIOBECEIUTHCS) U TOTHAST HEOOJIBIIHX, HO OMACHBIX TeYEeHHIA-BOIOBOPOTOB,
oHa He ObUIa CHaOXeHa MOCTaMH ISl TIeperipaBbl, TaK YTO BCE HEMHOTHE JKeJaloliye rnepedpaTbes
Ha Apyrou Oeper K poiie JOOUPaIuch OOBIYHO BILIABb.

Jlepoii mocneniHo OTBepHyYIach OT OAPYTH, yKe 3Hasl, Kakasi THpaja MocleyeT 3a ee CJIOBaMHU.
Jla, oHa HEBaXXHO JeprKajiach Ha BOJIE, a YK MEPEIUIBIBATh PEKY C KAKUM-HUKAKUM, HO BCE Ke Teue-
HHEM, [1a ellle ¥ B TeMHoTe. .. Ho, B3MIsIHYB Briepesi, Ha poIily, KyJa 3BaJlo €e BHE3aIHOe Helpeoao-
JIMMoOe KeJlaHue, AeBOYKa BBIMPSIMUIIACH U 3alllaraja BIiepell, C TPECKOM JIoMasi TO U JeJIO MOTa/IaB-
IIAKACS TI0/1 HOTY KaMBIIIL.

— 970 ryno. [Ipocro ryno! — yxe noutn kpuyasna y Hee 3a cnuHoit Acs. — Hy noxnanach
XOTs1 ObI paHHero ytpa! — BHe3anmHO MOCBIIATIOCh 3BYYHOE XJTIONAHbe, U JEBOUYKA yKE BO BTOPOM
pa3 cBaMIIach, Ha 3TOT pa3 B MPUOPEXKHYIO JTyXKy MEkIy Kambied. TyT ke 3anpsiraiv B pa3Hbie
CTOpPOHY JIATYIIKU. — Tak, Bce! MHe 310 Hajoeno!

Jlepoii ¢ TpeBoroi 0OepHyIach U POTSIHYJIA TOAPYTe PyKY, HO Ta AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOAHSIIACH
cama, OJHOU pyKO¥ OTTOHSIsl HAIOSJIMBO MUIIAIIMX KOMApOB, a IPYTOi MBITasiCh IOCTAaTh U3 KApMaHa
TesiepoH.

— Bi1, moroau! — KUHYNack ObLIO K Hell JIepoid, HO Ta IPOBOPHO YBEPHYJIACh, OTYETO ee MeHee
ObICTpast MojIpyra CJIeIoM yraja Ha MSTKyIo 3emio. — He 3BoHM poautesnsiM! — TOJBKO M CMOTJIa
KaJIOOHO MPOOOPMOTATh OHA, YOUPast OT JIUIA KECTKUE CTeOIN KaMBblIIa.

— CrokoiHO, MaJIsIBKa, — C IIPEBOCXOJCTBOM YJIBIOHYIACh ceGe o Hoc Acs, — 51 ellie 10 TaKOro
MOKa He cKatuack. [Ipocto xouy noacBeTuts HeMHOTO. O... — JIUIo ee, OCBelIaeMoe cefuac JIHIIb
TOHKHUM CEPIIOM JIYHbI, PaCTEPSIHHO BHITSHYJIOCH: — OH TOXe He padoTaerT.

— Cepbe3Ho? — Jlepoil, pagysich Takoil CTOBOPYMBOCTH TIOAPYTH, JocTasia cBoi. — Jla, mpasja,
OTKJTIOUMJIUCh.

Obe Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMepiii Ha MecTe, HACTOPOXKEHHO BJbIXasl CBIPOM 3aCTOSIBIIMICS BO3-
IyX, He pelasicb O3ByYHTh OJHY OOIIYI0O MBICIIb; CBEPUKH, K KOTOPHIM Terepb MPUCOEANHUIIHCH
1 JIATYIIKHY, OyATO TIOCTAaBUJIM ce0e 3aavy OrTyIIUTh HOUHBIX rocteid. YTo Obl HM yIaio TOJBKO YTO
¢ HeOa, OHO CMOTJIO MOICHCTBOBAThH HA BCE IEKTPUUECKUE TPUOOPHI B OKpYre, HO He OCTaBIJIO Kpa-
tepa. Kak Takoe morso 6biTh? Bosee Toro (Jlepoii mocrapanach Harpsib MaMsTh), Bpoe Obl gaxe
IIIyMa HUKAaKOTO He ObLIO.

— JlagHO, — HaKOHeIl POM3HECa OHA yXe He TAaKUM PEIIUTEIbHBIM TOJIOCOM, — XBAaTUT TYT
KOpMHTH KoMapoB. Hasio aBurarbcs.

— JlBuratbcsi, ¥ MPUTOM B OOpaTHYIO CTOPOHY! — Acsl BHOBD IOIBITAIACH TTOTAIUTh MOAPYTY
3a pyKy. — A ecid ¥ IpaBjia 4to-To ioxoe ciyuntcsi? Jlep, st 6e3 Te0s1 He BepHYCh!

Ho Ta He oTBeTmia, XOTA M MBICJIEHHO MOOJIarofapuia mogpyry 3a To, 4To OHa He Opocuiia
ee ceiiuac. OHM BABOEM HaKOHell JOOPaMCh 0 peku. Temephb 3amax ChHIPOCTH CTasl yXkKe COBCEM
HecteprnuMbIM. OObIYHO /17151 JIepoii OH Beeria 03Havas MPUSITHBINA KapKUii JIETHHI JIeHb B KOMITAHUH
ponutesnieid 1 Acd, HO Teriepb, B COBEPIIEHHO 4YKIOW TOPOACKMM JETSM TMOJHON MIJIe, Ka3aloch,
MpeAyNpexkIal O TOM, YTO OHM 3allUIM KyAa He Hafo. MSTKU W HEPUSITHO YaBKaJI MO/l HOTaMH,
3a0Mpasich B IUIETIAHIIBI ¥ TO W €0 HOPOBS CTSHYTb MX C HOT, M JIEBOYKHM pa3 3a pa3oM MaJajiu
Ha KOJICHU, IPOOHPAsiCh K KKYILEHCs CIIOKOMHOM Bojie. JIepoil TobKO ceifuac 0co3Hasa, Kak CUIIBHO
HEpBHUYAET, YacTO BAbIXasi CTOSYMN BO31yX. Peka Oblia He TakOM YX M XOJIOJHOM, OIHAKO TEJO
J€BOUYKH BCE Pa30M MOKPBUIOCH My paIllKaMH, KOT/Ia OHa TUXO CKOJIb3HYJIA B TEMHYIO, ClIerKa rmoosec-
KMBAIOIIYIO BOLY.

Opnnako kak Obl Jlepoil HM cTapanach IUIBITH TOYHO MPSIMO, BCE ke BCKOpPE MOYYBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO BBHIOMBAETCS U3 CHJI U BCE OOJbINE U OOJbIIE YXOMUT BIPaBO; ACU Teneph He ObLIO CIIBIIIHO.
BHe3sarHo, Korza npoTUBOMOJIOKHBIN Oeper y:ke ObLT MOYTH PsiIOM, E€BOYKA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
3alenuIach HOTOM 3a KaKoe-TO MOABOJHOE PACTEHHE, a CHJT JepPKaThCsl Ha BOIE yXKe MPaKTHUECKH
He octasiock. [Toxoxe, ee oTHecIo Ty/a, rae Oeper ObUT MOTHOCTHIO MOPOCHTMM KAMBIIIIOM U T/1e HUKTO
OOBIYHO HE XOMAWIL.
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— Hy, 4ero konaenibcs? — NOCHBIIIAJICS Hall YXOM HEOBOJIBHBIN 1enoT Acu. — [laBaid, uen-
JISICA 32 1IEI0.

Acs, KaxeTcs, 3a CBOI0 HEHONTYI0 KU3Hb IeperpoOoBaja BCE CYHIECTBYIONIME CEKIUH
Y KPY)KKH, HO TaK U He ONpeesiiach C TeM, 4To eid HpaButcs. OMHAKO cpeay STUX 3aHSITUHN ObUIO
KOIZa-To U Ij1aBaHbe: Jlepoii Buziena y Hee B KOMHaTe HECKOJIbKO Harpaj. U ceituac Acs 3a noamu-
HYTBI 100paJiach C «Ipy30M» J0 HY’KHOTO MecTa; 00, UCITyTaHHO JIbIIIIa, KaK MOXHO ObICTpee MpUHSI-
JIMCh B3OMPAThCS HA KPyTOM Oeper, yxofs ofgasibiie oT peku. OOyBb U TeeOHbI TaBHO YKe YT
BHU3 110 TEUCHUIO.

Jlpoxa, OHM Ha LBINOYKAX MOAKPAIMCH K 3USIONIEN TEMHOTOU POILE, CTapasich HE HACTYIaTh
HU Ha 4TO Kosovee. JIepoil pacTepsiHHO BIVISIIBIBAJIACh B Yallly: MOXET, 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN CBET €
BOOOIIIE MPOCTO MOYYAWIICS M JI0 paccBeTa OHM ¢ Aceil He HailayT cam meteopuT? Ho Bce uyBcTBa
TOJICKA3bIBAJIM €i1: He TIOUYAWJICS, BIIEPEAN YTO-TO OBLIO.

Uro-T1o TyT He B nopsiike. TOIbKO CIyCTS HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHMII OHA MOHsJIA YTO: CTOsIJIa MOJ-
Hasl TMIIMHA. Bce HacekoMble M JIATYIIKM Pa3oM Kyaa-To noxeBasiuch. Ho 03ByumBarh 310 BCIyX
Jlepoii He pemmace: ee MOApPyra U Tak ye UCToYasla MPAKTUYECKH OLIYTUMBIE CTpax U HEJOBOJIb-
cTBO. Jla M caMa OHa Tak WJIM MHauYe NodanBaiach TeMHOThL. OCOOEHHO TaKOM.

Hy:xHo 6110 B35Th ceds1 B pyku. Hy kameHs, Hy Tak uto ¢ Toro? Paguarms? Jlepoii 1aBHO yxe
s ce0sl peria, YTo Ui HAyKU M J)KU3HH He KaJIKO, a aCTPOHOMMIO OHA yXe JIaBHO BhIOpasa Kak
CBOIO cyb0y, TaBHO yXke 3a0pocuiia MPAKTUIECKH BCe IKOIbHbIE MPEJMETHI, KpOMe pa3Be uTo Ouo-
noruu ¥ reorpacun. Ho uro, ecim nocrpagaer Acs? JleBouka HEPEIIUTENIBHO OIVISTHYJIAch M TYT ke
BCTPETUJIACh C BOIPOIIAIONIMM U, KaK BCErza, MPOHUYHBIM B3IJIsiAOM nonpyru. Her, oHa He yizerT,
Jae ecU MajKoW rHaTh. JIepoil pelmTesbHO BBITPSIMUIIACH: OHA UCTIOJNHUT CBOIO MEUTY M CTaHET
BEJIMKUM ucciieioBareieM! Y HauHeT cBoi myTh MpsiMo cervac. Tenepb Bce M3MEHUTCSI.

[TyTh k crmaBe ObLT HEAOATUM: TOJIBKO Jlepoit KoCHynach OMMKAWIIero cyvka, 3aropaxkuBaio-
IIEro €Ml MyTh, KaK TYT K€ C JIETKAM BH3TOM OTIIATHYJACh U, COMB C HOT ACI0, MOKAaTHJIach BHU3
IO KOJTIOUYEMY CKJIOHY. Jlaie OT 3TOro JIErkoro NpMKOCHOBEHM S K BETKE TYT e LIEbI0, IOTPECKUBas,
poOeKaI0 MHOKECTBO MEKTPUIECKUX pa3psinoB. OKa3aBIIMCh HEMHOTO BHU3Y, IEBOYKH BCTPETH-
JIMCh B3IISIIAMU, U, TOJIBKO Acsi coOpaJiach BHOBb ITPOUMTATh HPABOYUEHHE, KaKk 00€ 3aMepJiH, BbITa-
paIuMB ri1asa Apyr Ha Jpyra U crapasich He AblaTh. B poire, omas cyxue Cydkd, KTO-TO OBICTPO
3ameBenics. KTo-to oyeHb O0obIIoi.

Acs H6ecrioMoITHO orJisijienack, HO Jlepoll yxke U caMa MoHsIa: B CIydae 4ero CKphIThbCs OHU
He ycreloT. BHesamnHo mopox B pomre 3atux. OHa nmocrapaiach YCIOKOUTHCS, TITyOOKO BIbIXas BO3-
IyX, HO TYT e MOMNEepXHYJIach: IIOX0kKe, OT Takoro ycepaus Jlepoit BIOoXHy/1a KOMapa, 3a 4To 1 MOJy-
YKJIa TIOI3aThUIbHUK OT MOAIPYTH.

— VYcrokoiicsi! — HUKaK He COOTBETCTBOBABIIMM €€ CJI0BaM TojiocoMm mporenTana Jlepoit. —
MosxeT ObITh, KTO-TO IIPOCTO TOXE 3aMETHJI BCIIBIIIKY U TPHIIES CI0JIa PaHbIIe Hac.

W oHa nopn mpoTecTyionuii cToH Acy OecIIyMHO TOTON3/1a BBEPX M0 CKJIOHY. OIHAKO Tereps,
KOTJIa BCe ee YyBCTBA ObLIH HAIPSIKEHBI, IEBOYKA 3aMeTHIa Koe-4To elnie. C KakIbIM METPOM BHYTPH
Hee HapacTajo Takoe OLIYIIeHHE, YTO OHa MPUOIMKAETCS K YeMy-TO O4eHb... ['opsuemy? Mo-
Homy? Jlepoii He 3Hana, Kak Jydille Onucarh 3To, U, ke He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUE Ha OCTPBIN CyXOi
KaMBIIII, LAparamyi pyKy, 3a0MBaIOIIyIOCs] MO/l HOTTH TPsi3b U KAKUX-TO HACEKOMBIX, TO U JIEJIO
MPOOETAIOIIMX IO TeJTy, OHA MPOCTO MPOAOJIKaa YIIOPHO MOI3TH BBEPX, KaKeTCs, 3a0bIB O TOM, UTO
OT BOJIHEHUSI HE JIBIIIUT YK€ MUHYTY.

Haxonen Jlepoil oueHb OCTOPOKHO, MOYTH CJAMBILIUCH C 3eMJIEH, BBICYHYJIA HOC: pollla CHOBA
ObLJIa TAKOH e HeTOJIBUKHON U MoTJYanuBor. Eciii 3TO IefCTBUTENBHO OBbLT YeJIOBEK, TO MoYeMy
oH He Bbimen? M BooOie, Kak B Takod ThMe Jiepxkaics Tak Tuxo? Ubsa-To pyka oTeiekja Jlepoi
OT pa3MBbIIILJICHUI, IIPUTHYB €€ TOJIOBY K 3eMJjie, M Acs Teneph yKe cama 3airypiiaia Brepea. JTo,
Ka3aJock, noacternyso Jlepoit. 3a0bIB 0 cTpaxe, OHa MOTHSIACH BO BECh POCT M OOOrHANA TOAPYTY:
MHCTHHKT TPOCTO HE MO3BOJISLT MOAMYCTUTh KOTO-TO K II€JTM TIEPBHIM.
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Crapasich He 3a1eBaTh KyCThl M BETBU, OHA MPOOUPAIACh BCe AAJbIlie B POIY, Urpas cama
¢ co0oi HaneperoHKH (Acst JABHO yXke OCTalach MO3aAU U Telepb MYUYHUTEIBHO MBITANACh OJTHOBPE-
MEHHO I03BaTh MOAPYTY U MPOAEIaTh ITO KaK MOXKHO THIle). JIepoil He cpa3y 3ameTua, YTo Ciy-
YaifHO COBCEM B OTKPHITYIO BbIOEKajla Ha HOBOOOPA30BABIIYIOCS MPOTATMHY, 03aPEHHYIO HESICHBIM
roimyooBaThiM cBeToM. [locpenu 3Toro Kosblia AepeBbeB K HEl CIIMHOM CTOSUT YeIOBEK.

BepHee, Tak MO0 MoOKa3aTbcsl BHavasle, U3Jajeka, HO YeM MpUCTabHee IeBOYKa IpUcMar-
puUBajlach K 3TOMY ABYXMETPOBOMY CYILIECTBY, TEM SICHEE MOHMMAaJIa: 3TO COBCEM HE 3E€MJISTHMH.
BHe3anHo cyliecTBO OTKHMHYJIO KAIIOLIOH — CBET Ha MOJSHE CTal spuye — M ONIsAHY/Nock. Jlepoi
MOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK BCE €€ HyTPO OT BUJA ITOrO CO3/1aHMs YXHYJO KyJa-To BHU3. Criepsa ropsiye
HEOHOBBIM rOJTyOBIM CBETOM IJIa3a MPHILESIbIA XUITHO Oy K AU TI0 MECTHOCTH, a TIOTOM UX B3TJIsIIbI
BCTPETUJIUCH.

B cnenyroiiee MrHoOBeHHE 3payKy CYILIECTBA PE3KO CY3UJIMCh 10 BEPTUKAJIbHBIX, a POILLY OIla-
CWJI BOIUIb yKaca.
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I'maBa 2

beccmepTHas

— Acs1, 6eru! — 4to ecth MouM Boruiia JIepoi, OT cTpaxa He 4yBCTBYS, KaK OOJIbHO HaIpbIBACTCS
ropJio.

Ona ¥ cama czenana ObIJIO HEJIOBKOE JIBMKEHHE, COOMPAsCh CKPBITHCS, KaK TYT e ITOCIbI-
IIAJICST JITKUH [IOPOX, M MHOIUIAHETHOE HEUTO OYKBAJIBbHO 32 MITHOBEHHE OKa3aJIoCh psiioM. [tyxoit
ynap — u Jlepoii HEpPOM3BOJIBHO CKPUBUIIACH OT OOJIH, CJIOBHO MPUILIUJICHHAS KAMEHHOW PYKOH
K PaCKUIUCTOMY OPEXOBOMY JiepeBy HerozaieKy. Koraa craio sicHo, YTo BBIPBATHCS HE BBIHIET, OHA
yXe B OTYasTHUM BHOBb B3IVISTHYJIA TIPHIIIEIBIY B I71a3a U B CIICAYIOLIYIO CEKYHIy OOMSIKJIA OT yXKaca,
MOBUCHYB y HErO B PyKe TPSIMUYHOH KYKJIOH.

ITO CyIIECTBO, HABEPHOE, MOXHO ObLJIO ObI HA3BaTh YEJIIOBEKOM, XOTS U YEJIOBEYECKOTO 37eCh
OBUIO MeHbIIe Bcero. [JIMHHbIE YIIM CyIIecTBa 10 JopMe HATIOMHHAIM MaJleHbKHE KPbUIbsI, 2 HOTH
HPEJICTaBIISUT COOOM IIMPOKHE KOIBITA, IIOKPHIThIE OT KOJIeHa rycTol mepctbio. Ho Xyxke Bcero ObLIo
HE 3T0, a 3BEPHHbIN OCKAJI M OCTPbIE KJIBIKH, KOTOPBIE SIBHO HE MPEIBELIAI HIYEro XOPOIIero.

BHe3artHo BTOpOii pyKO¥ CYIIECTBO MOTSHYJIOCh K COOCTBEHHOM HOTe M U3 KOKAHOTO Kperuie-
HUs Ha Oezpe OecIIyMHO BHITAIIIIO — JIepoil mpoTecTyole MUCKHYJIA — TOHKU, OOJbIIIe MOXOKUH
Ha WDy JUIMHHBIA KWHKAT M TIPUCTABUIIO €ro K rOpily AeBOUYKH. MeTasll oKasalics Ha yIUBJICHUE
rOPSTYMM M HEBEPOSITHO OCTPBIM: OHA JJaXe CTapaiach He ABINATh, YTOObI He U30ABUThH MPHIIEIbIA
OT HaIOOHOCTH CaMOMY €€ YOUTb.

Bce 310 npou30I1LI0 32 HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHHIA, 4 B CJIE/LYIONIYIO CEKYH/Iy HMOCIBIIIATICS TPECK
BETOK ¥ JIEKTPHMUYECKHUX Pa3psIoB, MPOOETAIONIMX 110 JIMCThSIM, U Ha MPOTAJIMHY BhIOEKaja B3bepo-
meHHasi Acsi. Ha ee siinie sicHO UMTasioch: OHa M caMa He peliniia, B Ty JIM CTOpoHy nooexaina. Cyiie-
cTBO U Jlepoii, OTHOBPEMEHHO MOBEPHYBILKE TONOBbI B CTOPOHY 3THX 3BYKOB, CHOBA IOBEPHYIIHChH
ApYT K Apyry. JleBouka MOYyBCTBOBAJA, YTO TPSICETCS BCEM TEJIOM, & MOKpasi Ok 1A TOJIBKO CIO-
cooctByeT 3ToMy. Kakercsl, MHOIIAHETHOE HEYTO TOXE ITO 3aMETHJIO, TIOTOMY YTO BHE3AITHO €ro
BEPTUKAJIbHBIC 3PAUKU UyTh pacciablieHHO PaCIIMPUIUCh, a Y — Jlepoil B3IpOrHyaa OT HeOKH-
JaHHOCTH — BCIIBIXHYB CHHHMM IIJTaMEHEM, ITPUHSUIA BIIOJIHE YesnoBeueckuil Bul. CIycTsl mapy MrHo-
BEHUI M HOX OTIPABWIICS 0OpaTHO B KperuieHne. OHAKO «J0OBIYy» OHO HE OMYCTHJIO Ha 3eMIIIO,
BCE TaK K€ HACTOPOXEHHO Jiepxka Jlepoil Ha pacCTOSHUM OT ceOsi, XOTs Teleph Ha 3BEPHHOM JIHLIE
HIOYTH SIBHO YKMTAJIACh HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

— Autbt rapH upT MITTO Teppa? — HEMHOTO TIOME[UIMB, HAYaJIo CYIIECTBO.

Jlepoil cyOpOXHO BBIIOXHYJIA: OHA Y HE OKH[AJa YCIIBIIIATh OT TAKOTO 3Bepsi HEUTO WIEHO-
paszienbHoe.

— IlpocTuTe, HE TIOHMMAIO, — TUXO TUCKHY/JAa OHA, BHUMATEJILHO CJIe/isl 32 BBIPAKEHUEM TIpH-
IIeJIbIIa, OOSICh TOTO PA303JIUTh.

OnHako cyImecTBO MOHUMAIOIIE KMBHYJIO, TIOTOM HPHIIY PHJIOCh, BCTIOMHHAS YTO-TO, U BIIOJIHE
BHSITHO MOBTOPUJIO:

— Bbl Beb MecTHBIe HCKpBIL, Tak? B cMBICIIe, sKHMBeTe TYT? — OHO TEpIIENUBO K IaJo, oka Jlepoi
OTOWJIET OT IIIOKA, BCE TaK K€ BHUMATEIBHO €€ PasIJisiIbiBasl.

— JI-na, — mOYTH mpoIIenTana AeBOYKa, YyBCTBYs, UTO Ha OOJNblllee ee He XBATHT, U POCTO
3aKpbUIa TJ1a3a, Kak OyATO 9TO MOIJIO HOMOYb.

Cy1iecTBo, MpOCIenyB 32 BCEM 3THUM, MOKAYasIo rOJIOBOM:

— Yro BbI 30€Ch Aenaete nocpean Houn? Jla ere MOKpble? — B XOJIOJHOM F0JI0Ce OMUMO JII000-
IBITCTBA CJIBIIAMCH U BOCITUTATEIbHBIE HOTKU. — MHE Ka3aJIoCh, YTO BCE UCKPBI CIISIT 110 HOYAM. .. —
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3ameTHB, UTO IMPH IIUISAIIKX 3BYKaX €ro pevu JIeBOYKa y HErO B pyKe CheKUIIach erle OoJbIle, OHO
YIMBJIEHHO OOEpPHYJIOCh K THXO MepeMUHAIONIECS HEeMoJaleKy ¢ HOrM Ha Hory Ace: — Uto ¢ Heit?

Ta 3akycuia ry0y, HEONpeaeIeHHO MOXKaB IJIeYaMu:

— Bel nepxute ee 3a 11eto Hajl 3eMIIeH, 51 ToJiaraio, — HECMOTPsI Ha IPOKAIIHA OT UCITyTa roJioc
OHa He y/IepXkaJach OT TOrO, YTOOBI HE ChS3BUTH. — Y HAC TYT 9TO HE MPHUHSATO.

CyIecTBo BAPYT U310 HEMOHSATHBIN 3BYK — OHO, KaXKeTCsI, ¥ caMo 3a0bLIO O PyKe, CKUMAI0-
el pedeHka, — M aKKypaTHo omycTiiio Jlepoit Ha 3emutio. Jlaxke MOMBITAIOCh OTPSAXHYTH JIEBOYKY,
ere OOJIbIIe pa3MasbiBasi IO MOKPOU OfIeXKe TPYXY M MaxXyuuil OPEXOBBIH COK.

— [Ipomry mporeHusi, — BUHOBATO IPOOOPMOTAIIO CYILECTBO, — 51, IO TIPaBJie TOBOPSi, MPUHSIA
Bac 3a MochUTbHBIX Benepsl. [lymara, OHM HAaKOHEI-TO HAy4MJIMCh HAHUMATh INTITMOHOB-KAPJIUKOB,
a He KaK OOBIYHO... — OHO 3aITHYJIOCh, TIOHSIB, YTO COOJITHYJIO JIUIIIHETO.

A 10 1eBoYeK BHE3AITHO JOIIUIO: CO3/IaHKe Tiepe]] HUMHU ObLIO KeHIHOM! MosKeT, 1axe MoJo-
JIOM JEBYIIIKOM, CY/isl IO €€ HEJIOBKUM YKMMKaM C MpeTeH3uel Ha B3pociocTh. Jlepoil naxe mpuoT-
KpbUIa 1J1a3a, CTapasich Jy4llle ee pacCMOTPETh, M TYT K€ COIVIaCKIach caMa ¢ cOOOM: 11a, YesoBeye-
CKOTO TYT ObLJIO MEHBbIIIe BCcero!

[NepBoe, uto Hpocaock B I71a3a, — 3TO sIPKOE HEOHOBOE CBEUEHHUE, OT/alolIee TyMaHHOW CUHe-
BOIA, Oy/ITO JIBIOIIEECS U3HYTPU €€ KMITUCTOrO, CIOBHO UCCYIIEHHOTO Tesla. BMecTo HOr — HeBEpPOSITHO
TOJICTBIE KOTIBITA, OT KOJIEHA TIOKPHITH OMPI030BOM T'yCTOM M JUTMHHOM IepcThio. M Hakorer (Jlepoit
HE ylepKajlach U axHyJa): OrPOMHBIE CEpPOBATO-TOYObIe OPJIMHBIE KPBUIbsI 32 CITUHOM, CIIOBHO BPYY-
HYIO BbIPE3aHHbIE U3 TOHYAKIIIETO, CJIeTKa MPOCBEYMBAIONIero Keapia. Hacrosime Kpbiibs!

— Yro-T0 He Tak? — B3[epHY/a MPsAMYIO, KaK CTpyHKa, OpOBb JEBYIIIKA, BHUMATEJIBHO CIIEIS
3a ObICTpO MeHsomuMcst uiioM Jlepoid. HaBepHoe, MHOTUIAaHETSIHKY, eciii Obl OHa, KOHEYHO, KUJIa
Ha 3emuie, Ha3BaM Obl a3MATKOM M3-3a CXOKET0 BBITSHYTOTO pa3pesa I71a3. — f Bpojie He CUIIbHO TeOst
aepxaia.

— Bel sietaromas! — BHIJOXHY/IA Ta BMECTO OTBETA M TOJIBKO ITOTOM TOHSIIA, KaK TIIYTO 3TO 3BY-
yano. He3HakoMka 00epHY/Iach C TAKMM BHJIOM, YTO OBLIO SICHO: 3TO MOCJIE/IHEE, YTO OHA PACCUUTHI-
BaJIa YCJIBIIIATb.

— Jla, moxose Ha To, — MoXaJa Iyie4aMu OHa, Kak OyJTo caMa BIepBble 00 3TOM 33/yMaiach.

Jlepoii 6b110 coOpanach CIPOCUTD YTO-TO €111e, KaK BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAIA, UTO ACS YK€ MUHYTY
HACTOMYMBO JIEPraeT ee 3a pyKas.

— [Momumn-ka otciopa, — efe CIbIIIHO MPoOOPMOTaia OHa, MPAYHO IJIsi/Isl B CTOPOHY IpHUIIIe-
mmtsl. — KTo 3HaeT, 4to y smoii B ronose?

HesznakomMmka cyns o BceMy Bee Cllblilazia, HOTOMY 4TO B CJIEAYIOLIYIO CEKYH/1y 3pauKH €€ CHOBA
JEPHY/IMCh B HATPABJICHUH K BEPTUKAIBLHBIM, 2 OPOBH COIIUTUCH HA TIEPEHOCHUIIE:

— V& TOYHO He cTaja Obl 51 JIETETh B TAKYIO 1aJIb M3-3a KAKUX-TO AeTel uckp. He Oyny 3anepxu-
BaTh! — OHa PEe3KO OTBEPHYJIACh, B3JICPHYB HOC C TAKMUM BUJIOM, OYTO caMa ObLia He TOJIbKO XO3SHKOM
Bcesl 3eMJIM, HO M JiepKala B MOBUHOBEHUH HE OJIHY TaJlakTHKY. [ JTyXOl TOMOT MacCUBHBIX KOITBIT
M0 MIPUTONTAHHON ¥ MOPOCIIEH PEJKUMHM IMyYKaMH TPaBbl 3eMJIe 3arTyIIMIO TPOMKOe (PhIpKaHbe
Acu. IHOIIaHEeTSHKA €ro MOJTHOCTBIO POMTHOPUPOBAJIa.

— A... — cnioxBarmiack Jlepoii, Korjia cBeueHre MpUILETUIIb YKe TIOUTH CKPBUIOCH 32 CTAPbIMU
peaKuMHu nepeBbsiMu. — Bel uznaseka, HapepHoe? [Jonro no6upanucs? — OHa BOPUIPBIKKY MoOekasa
3a TOCThEH, MOMYTHO BHOBb €€ pasIyIsbiBasl U MOoaMeuas HOBbIe W HOBbIE AeTanu. HampsokeHHOe
KUJIUCTOE TEJIO — BUJCH KX IbIi MYCKYJI, CJIOBHO HE3HAKOMKA HE eJia YKe MHOTO JTHEe, OfIeKa TO JIN
U3 PaHHETO CPEAHEBEKOBbSI, TO JIU M3 AHTHYHBIX BPEMEH, IEPETSAHYTask Pa3HOOOPA3HBIMU PEMEIITKAMHU
Y BepeBKaMu, U HeOOJIbIIIast 3aMIIIeBasi CyMKa 3a CIIMHOM, HaBEPHOE, YTOOBI He MelllaJia MpH ToJIeTe.
W oueHb HEPOBHO Cpe3aHHbIE KOPOTKHE OMPIO30BbIE BOJIOCHI, CJIOBHO MX BTOPOIISIX OTPYOUIIM OTHUM
B3MaxoM Hoska. Jlepoii criepBa yIuMBIEHHO B3METHY/Aa OPOBH, HO TIOTOM pelliia He JIE3Th C TAKUMHU
[JIYIIBIMU PAcCIpOcCaMu: B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ceidvac Tepes] Hel ropJo BbIIIAruBajl CaMblil HACTOSIIIMIA
JABYXMETPOBBI MHOTUIAHETSIHUH, TaK YTO €ro MpUYecKa — MeHbIasi u3 mpooiem!
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— Hy s Ob1 He cka3ayia, 9YTO COBCEM YK M3JaJieKa, — YKIOHYMBO OTO3BAJIach Ta, He COABIISAS
mary. — Jlerena yaca Tpu, HaBepHOe, MO BallleMy BpeMeHH, el 0e3 OCTAaHOBOK. XOTsI, cama IMOHU-
Maellb, BBIIIIE CKOPOCTH CBETA BPEMsI ONPEIeIIATh 3aTPYIHUTENBHO. . .

— Bpiiie ckopoctu cBeta?! — rpoMko niepe6uiia Jlepoit, 3acTaBiB rOCTHIO MOMOPIMTELCS. [0/toBa
KPYXHJIach OT COOBITUI TOCTICHETO Yaca: TeJIeCKOIl, CHHUMN JKeT, OKa3aBIIUIACSI KOMETOMN, OKa3aB-
111efics THOTUIAHETSIHKOM, KOTOpas ellle U rnepeiBuraetcsi Opictpee camoro cBera! — Hackospko Bbite?

— D-3-3, — HEMHOTO pacTepsIHHO HavaJja Ta, IBHO He TIOHUMasl TAKOTO YIMBJICHUS 3eMJISTHKU, —
HAMHOTO BBIIIE. .. HABepHOE. YeCTHO roBopsi, HUKOT/IA He 33/lyMbIBajIach 00 9TOM, — OHa JIaXe YCMeX-
Hynack. — [IpocTo HYXKHO pa30orHaThCs Tak, YTOOBI OMepekaTh CBET, TOrJa Thl KaKk Obl HAUMHAEIIIb
repeMenaThcsl B IPOCTPAHCTBE BHE BPEMEHU U-U-H... B 00IeM, BBIJISIUT BCEe TaK, Kak OyATO Th
MIPOCTO HMCUE3 M TIOSIBUJICS YK€ B JPYTOM MecTe, — 33 [yMUMBO 3aKOHYMJIA Tipuiennia. — Ecim roso-
PUTH BCIYX, 3ByUHUT JIOBOJIbHO CTPAHHO, MPABO CJIOBO. 3a0aBHO, YTO THl 00 9TOM CIIpalIuBaellb, —
OHa BJIPYT BIEPBbIE C HICKPEHHUM MHTEPECOM B3IVISIHY/Ia Ha JIEBOYKY, Jake 3aMe[IIIa IIar, 9ToObl
Ta CyMeJia HaKOHeIl BBITYTaThCs U3 KOPSIBBIX BETOK W JIOTHATH €e.

— A nokaxete? — 60siCh IEpEUTH TPaHb I03BOJICHHOTO, B3MOIMIIACh JIepoii, Koria BHTPXHYA
13 BOJIOC Bce JIMCThsA. — Hy noxa-a-anyiicta. [IpocTo y Hac TyT Tyro ¢ 3TUM.

He3nakoMka cO CHHUCXOAMTENHHO YJIBIOKOM MPUCIOHWIACH K ONMKaiiieMy aOpHKOCOBOMY
JepeBy:

— He cmoria, gaxe ecm Obl ¥ XOTena: 371eCh MeCTa MaJIOBaTO, YTOOBI TAK PA3TOHSTHCS. — 3aMe-
THB, KaK CMYIIEHHO MOHYpwuiach Jlepoi, OHa yIMBJIEHHO MOgHsUIA OpoBU: — Dii, Hy vero Thi? Her
B 9TOM HUYEro HeOObIYHOTO. § MOry fenath Bely u nomydiie. ToMbKo CKaku-Ka, — OHa BIPYT IPH-
cesla Ha KOPTOYKH, OKa3aBIIMCh BPOBEHb C JIMIIOM 3eMJISTHKH (JIEBOYKA Jaske MOIJIa MOYyBCTBOBATh
JIETKUI XMMUYECKUI 3arax, Kak Mocje JeTHEH Ipo3bl, UCXOISAIIUI OT Hee), U BHUMATEIbHO B3IJIs-
HyJIa e} B I71a3a, — noyeMy TeOs 310 Tak uHTepecyeT? Thl ke mpocrast 3eMJIsTHKA, pa3Be He JOJDKHA
AyMartb TOJIbKO O €Ie U Bce B TaKOM poze?

Jlepoii ¢ Tem ke yIuBJIEeHHEM HaKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY BOOK, HE IIepecTaBasi paccMaTpuBaTh He3Ha-
KOMKY. DTOT MATKHA, JBIOIIWIACSA OT BCETO ee Tesla CBeT 3aBopakuBasl. Kak OyaTo TOHKast MOIymnpo-
3payHasi KoXa CKpbIBaJia Moj] cOOOH 1eIblid TAHITYIOIUI yparaH; B TOJICTBIX HUTSIX BOJIOC M CBEPKAIlo-
IIMX JIbAMHKAX TOMyOBIX T71a3, KaKeTCs, TOke MpoOeraan UCKphl. boske, Kakue I1a3a: OHU Mopaskasu
CBOMIM XOJIOZIOM M OCTPOTOMH, 3acTaBiisisi 3a0bITh 000 BceM. [IeBOUKa TONBKO cefiuac 3aMeTuiia, 4To
CYILIECTBO HE MUTaeT.

— Bbl cunTaere, 4To 3eMIISTHE IyMalOT TOJIBKO O €/1€ U BbIKUBAHUM ?

— Tak ObuTO paHblIle, — 6€3 BCAKOro CMYIIEHHS OTO3BAJIACH ITPUIIIEIHUIIA.

Jlepoii eme HekOTOpoe BpeMs, CIOBHO 3arMITHOTU3MPOBAHHAs, HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpeEJa B €e
71432, HO TIOTOM BCe K€ MOPTHYJa M C TPY/AOM IepBOW OTBeJa B3IJISI, MPEAIOUTS CJASAUTH 32 TUXO
KOJIBILITYIIMMUCS B CJTAOOM HOYHOM CBETE KyCTaMH €KEBUKH.

— Pa3Be BbI He BUZIe/M BCe Te OTHU TOPOJIOB Ha MOJyIeTe? — MPOIoJIKaia THYTh CBOE IEBOYKA. —
He mornm xe He 3aMeTuTb.

— DT0 MOIJIO OBITH YTO YTOHO, — TIOKAJIa TUIEYaMH Ta ¥ HEOKMJAHHO MOJHSUIACh HA HOTH, KaK
Oyaro 1o, 4to Jlepoit OTBepHYJIaCh, BBIBEJIO €€ U3 Pa3IyMuil. — XOTs Obl KakKre-HUOY/Ib PETUTHO3HbIC
KOCTPBI: CIIBIINIANA, Y 3eMJISIH BEpa B TAKMX, KaK Mbl, B TIOUETE.

— Kak BbI?

— B OGeccmepTHBIX, — KOPOTKO KMBHYJIA HE3HAKOMKA M KECTOM OCTAHOBHWJIA TOCIIELYIOINE
BOIPOCHL: — Y MEHS O4€Hb MHOTO JIEJ, ¥ 51 HE €J1a ¥ He Cllajia y’Ke HECKOJIbKO MecsleB. Mnu nomoit,
MaJIbIlIKA: BaM, 3eMJIsIHaM, JOCTYITHO AAJIEKO HE BCe.

— Mems 30ByT Jlepoit, — IJI0X0 CKpbIBasi 00Uy, FPOMKO OTO3BasIack oHa. Ho mpuinesnuiia HuKak
Ha 3TO He OTpearupoBasia, MPOAOIKas YAAIATHCS B IIIyOb POILIH.

Korna He3HakoMKa yxke OTOIIa Ha NPUIMYHOE paccTosiHue, K Jlepoil c3aau He crnela npu-
Onmu3unach Acsl.
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— CrpanHasi OHa, — XMBIKHYJIA TOAPYTA. — A 3Haelllb, YTO CaMOe HHTepecHOe ? — He 0K /1aBIIUCh
oTBeTa, Acd npopoykuia: — To, YTo HaM BCe paBHO HUKTO HE MOBEPUT.

Jlepoii menieHHO MoKavasia roJioBou, MPUCTYIIMBASICh K MUPHOM HOYHOU TUIlIMHE. Bech cTpax,
BOJIHAMU HAaKaTHIBAIOIIWIA BECh MOCIIETHUI Yac, YJIercss BMeCTe ¢ a3apToM OT HOBoW Haxoiku. Octa-
JIOCh JIMIIIb JIOCATHOE HOIOIee YYBCTBO, Kak OyATO MPSMO B 9TOT MOMEHT Y Hee OTOMpAIOT IIaHC
HayaTh HOBYIO *ku3Hb. Hactosmmii mpumesnen. [Togymars Tonmbko! Termepbs Mup Kazaiicsi A€BOYKe
yXe HaMHOro OoJiee TPOCTOPHBIM, M OH HUKOIJIA YKe He CTaHeT mpexkHuM. U ecnu ceituac He3Ha-
KOMKa YHJeT HaBceraa, To ef, Jlepoii, ToJIbKO M OCTAHETCS, YTO BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb BCIOMUHATD
00 9TOM yIMBUTEILHOM CITy4ae M ¢ TOCKOW CMOTpPETh Ha 3BE3/bl.

Jlerennp! e rami! Ho ecim ceifuac oHa yIyCTHT CBOH IIAHC, TO BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb OyeT
YyBCTBOBAaTh ceOsl OIMHOKOM M3-3a TOTO, YTO WX IUIAHEeTa MPOAOIKAET ObITh TOKUHYTOU BBICIIMMHU
TOJIBKO M3-32 HEMPAaBUJIbHO CIIOKHUBIIETrOcs MHeHUs1. [leBOoUKa IITyOOKO BIOXHYJIA TPOXJIATHBINA YCIIO-
KauBAaIOIIM1 HOYHOUW BO3/yX MO HETIOHUMAIOIIMM B3IJIs,10M oApyru. Hamo Ob110 B35Th cedsl B pyKH
U JIeNiaTh BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI HE YITyCTUTh TaKOU maHc. [l Hauasia HeTuIoXo ObUTo OBl MOKa3aTh
ce0s1 TOCTeTTPUUMHON XO3SWKOW Ha ITOH IJIAaHETe.

— Hapo nornats ee, — THX0, HO OTYETIMBO MporoBopuia Jlepoii.

Acs a)x TOIHYJIa HOTOM OT J10Ca/lbl, C TPOMKHUM TPECKOM CJIOMaB KaKON-TO CTapblid CYK:

— 3auem? OHa sxe mbiTasiack TeOs youts! Jla v BooOIe, YTO Thl MOXEIIb MPEIIOKHUTh MPHU-
IIeJTbITy, KOTOPBIN, KAK OHA YTBEPIKJIAeT, JIeTAeT M0 rajlakTHKaM Ha pa3-asa?

— Houster u eny, — ¢ nerkoit yipiokoii oto3Banachk Ta. — Houb XOTb ¥ Teruiasi, HO CriaTh e sIBHO
MIpUIETCS Ha 3eMIIe.

BnesarHo nogpyra 3aropoauiia ei Jopory:

— Tsl uto, ee momoii Bectu coOpanack?! C yma cornna?

— Ox, 1a koHeuHo Het. Kak, Thl fymaelib, oTpearupyioT Mama ¢ mamnoi? — pa3apaxeHHO OTMax-
HyJIack OT Hee Jlepoi, ¢ TPEeCcKOM MpOAMpasiCh HAIMPOIOM CKBO3b KoMouue KycTol. — [locemo ee
B HallleM JOMUKe Ha JepeBe. Tam cyxo u MsArko. M enpl nocrany.

— 3TO ¥ MOH JIOMHUK TOXe, MEXIy MPOUYrM, — TUX0 OypkHyna Acs Bciea. — Jla, uHomIaHeTs -
HUH — 3TO, KOHEYHO, OYeHb KPYTO U BCE TaKOE, HO HE CTOMT TaK BOT Cpasy...

— HoBepsth koMy-To. $1 3HaMW0, — ynBIOHYTach cede moa Hoc Jlepoit. — TBost modumas ¢pasal
CMoOTpH-Ka: yKe U s Bblyuuna.

— He Hano mMHE TOBOPUTH O MpPEAB3SITOM OTHOIIEHUM K OKpYXaoIuMm, — Acsl caesaina B,
YTO 00U/IENach, TOJIBKO YTOOBI CHOBA HAYaTh YUTATh HOTAIMU: — DTO HE 51, MEKJLy IIPOYMM, ceruac
XOUy UCIIOb30BaTh KUBOE Pa3yMHOE CYIIECTBO KaK CBOU MPOITYCK B BOJIIIIEOHBI MUP C... C Marueu
Y pasykHbIMH TIOHH. — OHa nonbiTasiack n300pa3uth ronaoc Jlepoit: — Tak u oOUAETh MOXKHO.

Tenepp JeBOUKA y:Ke BIOJIHE OTKPHITO XOXOTHYJIA:

— Ee obupumis! OT npeyioxkeHrst MOYKMHATD eIlle HUKTO He yMep.

B 10T MOMEHT OHM 00e yXke MOuYTH MPUOTU3UINCh K He3HAKOMKE, KOTopasi B €/IBa 3aMeT-
HOH pacTepsIHHOCTH 03Mpajiach BOKPYT, CTOSI B YMCTOM Mojie. Pormiia ocranach mo3aam, 4yThb Mpo-
XJIJJHBIN BETEP KOJIBIXAJI JKYXJIYIO CTEITHYIO TPaBy, CHOBA CIIBIIIATIOCH HEMOJAIEKY TIEHHE CBEPUKOB.
N trmmna. [Jaxe noesna He rygsr.

— 4 npesopueHTHpOBasach HEMHOTo, — MpeAyrajaja BOMPOCH HHOIUIAHETSHKA, KakeTcs,
HEMHOro cMyTuBIIMCh. — Ceituac pa3depych. Korja st mpusemiisiiach, 31ech ObLIIO MHOTO TUX PeJTU-
T'MO3HBIX OTHEH, a TETepsb. ..

— DTO He PeJMTMO3HbIe OTHH, a HAIll TOPOJI, — CJIerKa HACTOPOKEHHO yCMeXHYyJach Acs, ToJI-
xonst Omke. — B, Korma jeTenu, OTKJIIOUWIN BCe MEKTPUUYEeCTBO. Tak 4yTo Tenepb OyneM CHIETh
B TEMHOTE, ITOKa HE MOYMHSIT.

— Iloromu-Kka, — Ta BAPYT, KaK KOIIIKa, HATIPSHKEHHO OCTAHOBUJIACH, CIIOBHO €€ BBIBEJIO U3 pa3-
QMU HaJIoeyIMBOe HaceKoMoe. — OTKJIIoUmIU umo?
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— DJIeKTPUUECTBO, — TEPIEIUBO MPUHSIIACh OOBACHSATh Acs, 3aKaTuB ra3a. — Hy 31o Kak Obl
TOK YacCTHI] U JIEKTPOMArHUTHOTO TIOJISl, Y HAC €r0 MCTOIB3YIOT IJIA. . .

— I 3Ha10, UTO TaKOE NMEKTPUYECTBO! — C JIETKUM pa3/ipakeHreM BOCKJIMKHYJIA HE3HAKOMKA. —
Oronb ManTH, Oorons yncTor sHepruu, MoiaHui! Kak 3emsiHe cMOIid OKOPUTh ero?

—-3-93...

— TopaszutensHo! — OHa BIPYr ¢ OelIeHOW CKOPOCTHIO Hadasla pacxXakvBaTh B3aj-BIepell
o nioymo. — Ctosbko nokopeHHbIX cuit! [Touemy AHHa-Mapust HUKora He roopuiia 06 stom?! Kak
BBI 3TO czieniamu? Brl jke poCTo moraciive UCKPHI, BbI JOJIKHBI KOTIAThCSI B 3¢MJIe ¥ BUCETh Ha Jepe-
Bbsax! — OHa BAPYT OceKJIach, 3aMETHB, C KAKUM CHUCXOIUTEILHBIM BHIPAKEHHUEM CMOTPAT Ha Hee
«IMKapu». — A JTIOKaxKuTe.

— Kak? 4 ke ckazana: Bbl BCe BHIPYOUIIH K UepTsam!

Jlepoii nocnemnmia 3aKpbiTh OAPYTre poT:

— Omna xoTesa cKa3arh, 4TO Ballle IPU3EMJICHHE, TOCTIOXa 3-3-3... OYeHb CHJIBHO IOBJIUSLIO
Ha HaIlly CTaHIHIO.

— 51 He 9-3-3, MeHs 30BYT DIIaja, — Clerka YIbIOHY/IACh Ta U MPOTSIHYJIA JEBOYKE CYXYIO CHJIb-
HYIO JIaJIOHb: — ByJieM 3HaKOMBI.

— Jlepoii, — rityno pactsHysa port Jo yiiei Jlepoil, Ho HeMHOTO CHUKJIA TOJT B3IJISIA0OM MOJIPYTH.
U Bce ke BHYTpPH UTO-TO IPUSTHO 3aypuasio: iaga Oblia IepBOi, KTO He YIUBIISIICS ee CTPAHHOMY
IJIsI POCCHICKOW TTyOMHKY MIMEHU. A yX CKOJIbKO caMa JIeBOYKA HH IbITAJIACh Y3HATh, 3a4eM €€ TaK
Ha3BaJIM, POAUTENM BCETAA OTBEYAIIM, YTO UM 3TO UMS MPOCTO MPUCHWIOCH U BCE. — A 3T0 Acs. Bbl
HE CMOTPHTE, YTO OHA TaKas XMypasi — OHa y HAC eXHUK.

— Her, s mpocTo TyT eMWHCTBEHHBIN a/IeKBaTHBIN YeJIOBeK ! — cpa3y ke BCIBIXHYJIA Ta U 100a-
BWJIa HAXMYpHUBLUEelcs Diutazie: — Bbl He yenoBek.

An1aga HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl MePeBOAMIIA B3MJIsA C OIHOM AEBOYKHM Ha JAPYrylo, Kak OyAToO 4To-
TO MPUIIOMHUHAJIA, & TOTOM B3[OXHYJIA:

— JlagHO, MOKa3bIBaliTe CTAHIIUIO.

[Togpyru nepernsanynuce.

— Jla oHa manekoBato orciofa. Moxert, mornpoOyeTe uepes BHIIKY? — Jlepoil BAPYT MOHsIIa, 4TO
y Hee CKPYTHJIO XHUBOT OT BocTopra. UTo ke MHOIUIaHeTsIHKa coOpaiach Aesath?

A Dnnaga Mexay TeM IO yKa3aHWIo ACH yXke pelvTesbHO Iaraia K OmmkanIneid MeTayiim-
YeCcKOU omnope, 3a4eM-To pa3muHas pyku. Cyxas TpaBa pUTMHYHO MOXPYCThIBAJIA MO €€ TOJICTHIMU
KOTIBITAMH — JIEBOUKH C JISTKOCTBIO IIPOXOVIIN CJIEIOM, OY/ITO BIiepey HUX ObUT TapaH WA TPAKTOP.

— JIaBHO 51 TAKMMU BelllaMH He 3aHIMaJach, — 9yTh TPOMYE, Ye€M HaJI0, 3aMeTHIa DJuiaia yepe3
mievo. B ee rojyoce SICHO CIBIIIAOCh BO30OYKAEHUE, KaK OT MPEIBKYIICHUS] XOPOIIEro aTTPaKIH-
oHa. — Hy, mocMoTpum, 4To TYT y Bac 3a mayra.

Brpyr oHa pe3ko packpbiia O'pOMHBIE KPbUTbSl U C JITKUM IIEJIECTOM TIOHSIACh B BO3YX,
TIOITYTHO CPe3aB MePhsIMK BCIO TPaBY BOKPYT ceOsl; yIIM CHOBA MPUHSIINA BUJT KPbUTbeB. JIUIITE MHOTO
no3xe Jlepoil poraanach, 4TO OHM TIOMOTAJIM CHSITh HANPsDKEHUE C IIIeW TIPU TMOJIeTe U 3alUIaig
ee OT MepesioMa MpH pe3KOM TOPMOKEHHUH.

O0e N1eBOYKM M3JIAIM BOCTOPKEHHBI BO3IJIac, HaOMoOas 3a TOTHUMAIONICHCS BCE BBIIIE
Y BHIIIE TIPUIIEUIICH, Oaro ee CBeYeHHe MO3BOJSIIO PA3ISIETh KakA0e MaJieHiiee JBUKEHHUE.
3aMeTUB HEMPOM3BOJIbHBIC YJIBIOKHM Ha JIMIAX JIeTel, IeBYIIKA U cama cJlerka YJIBIOHYIach, a MOTOM
PE3KO CIUKUPOBAJIa, C ITyMOM ITPOJIeTeB MPSIMO HaJI MX rojioBaMu. TYT ke 3aCBHUCTE B YIIIaX yparaH
OT MOIIHBIX OPJIMHBIX KPBUILEB, 2 TPaBa BOKPYT BCSI pa30M MPUMSLIACh, Kak BO BpeMs Oypu. Jlepot,
HE 3ameyasi TOro, YTO OT YJIBIOKM Y Hee YK€ CBOAMT YeJIOCTH, a IJla3a CIAe3sATCs OT BeTpa, HIMPOKO
pacnaxHyB ux, HaOmoana 3a yiagor. Ta HACTONMBKO ObLIA XYIOM M KJTUCTOM, UTO JIEBOUKA MOTJIa
Jake 3aMEeTHTh, KaK XOIAT MBIl Y Hee Ha CIHMHE NPU KaXI0M B3Maxe W TopMoxkeHuu. Jlepoii
Kak OyJTO camMa 4yBCTBOBAJIA TO Ke HAMPsDKEHNE W YIOBJIETBOPEHHUE, KOTIa Y TOU MOTydYaioch TOUHO
COBEPIIUTh MaHEBD.
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— Eme! [Mokaxwure eme! — uyTh He pbirasi Ha Mecte, 3akpuyaina Jlepoit. Torna Dnana XxuTpo,
MOYTH KaK XHUIIHUK, IOCMOTpeJia MpsIMO € B IJ1a3a, a B CJEAyIollee MIHOBEHUE PE3KO HajeTesa
Ha JIGBOUKY C3a/]H U, MMOAXBATHB €€ MOJ] PyKH, ¢ OSIIEHON CKOPOCTHIO B3MbLIA BHICOKO BBEPX.

[Tone Bo3ne pexku ornacui rpOMKHUI BOCTOPKEHHbI BU3T. Ternepp, Korja 1iasa ee MpuBbIKJIN
K HOuH, Jlepoii yxe BIOJIHE SICHO BHJEJIa 3eMITIO TI0/1 COOOIA, a OT 3TOro OBbLJIO ellle CTpalliHee. 3anax
030Ha Tenepb CTaj Tenepb HEBEPOSTHO CHIIBHBIM, BETEP B yILIaX CBUCTEJ C ONIYLIMTEIbHON IPOMKO-
ctbio. Kaxercs, Oyaro Diiaga crienMalibHoO JieTesna B Ba pa3a ObicTpee, YTOObl HOTH IEBOYKH HE CBH-
cajii BHM3. B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT MpuIleNuia BOIUIa B IITONOP, HO TOJbKO YCTPEMUBIINCH BBEpX,
a B CaMOM BBICOKOM TOYKE, KOI/1a KPbLIbsl PACK PbLIMCh IOCTATOYHO IIMPOKO, BAPYT OTITycTHIa Jlepoi,
Y OHM BJIBOEM KaMHEM I0JIETENIN BHU3.

— Croii! 4 takoro He mpocuia! — B3BU3THYJIA Ta, OONTas pykaMd W HOraMH, TIOKa DJuiajaa
PAI0M, CIIOBHO OT/IbIXasl Ha KypopTe, aajia BHA3 FOJI0BOM, INIOTHO CJIOKUB Kpblibsi. Korna 1o 3emiu
OCTaBJIOCh YK€ MeTpa TpH, MPHIIETHIA CHOBA MOAXBATIIIA 3eMJISTHKY — Ta TOJIBKO U ycIena mpooe-
’KaTh HOraMH 10 BO3/IyXY, TOTOBSICh YIIaCTh, — a IOTOM MSTKO OITyCTHJIa psAoM ¢ noapyroi. Kaxercs,
MHOIUIAHETSIHKA ¥ caMa XOXOoTaJla:

— Hy uTo, Te6s ToXe mokararh? — yrepia oHa pyKu B OOKH, C yIOBOJILCTBUEM IJIs/IsI HA Tiepe-
KOILIEHHOE OT yxkaca Juuo Acu. Psa0M cO BCKJIOYEHHBIMM BOJIOCAMM, NOAXMXMKUBAsl, BaJIsach
Ha 3emJie Jlepoii.

— Jlyu1ie NoYMHUTE CBET, — CKPBIBasl APOKb B OJIOCE, OTO3BAJIACH Ta.

Dniaga caMOIOBOJIBHO XMBIKHYJIA, a B CJIElyIolllee MIHOBEHUE CUZENa YXKE IMOYTH Ha CaMOM
BEpILIMHE MAYThl — TaM, IJIe CXOAWIUCH ITPoBOJa. BHe3arHo BO3/1yX BOKPYT CIOBHO BECh 3aUCK PUJICS,
CHOBA TOCJIBIIIATIOCH Xa0TUYHOE MOTPECKMBAHUE CBETIIO-TONYOBIX pa3psiioB, KOTOPbIE JEBYIIKA AEp-
’aja IpsMo B JagoHIX. HEeCKOIBKO MMPOKUX MOJHHIA yIApWIU B 3€MITIO; IEBOYKU OTOSKATH YyTh
JaJibllie, He CBOJS MOJIYOC/IEIUIEHHBIX I71a3 ¢ OKPYKEHHOM BelblKaMy Divtaapl. Ceituac KOpOTKHE
BOJIOCHI MHOTUIAHETSIHKY B3BUJIMChH, OYATO MCKPSIIIUICS OrOHb, KPbUIbsI TOXE MOAEPHYIIUCH JIETKUM
TYMaHOM H...

TyT Acs JIeroHpKO NoxXJionajia nogpyry no miedy, Mojva yKa3blBasi Ha TOpoji 3a UX CIIMHAMMU.
OH muran. CIOBHO KaXAbIi MEKTPUYECKUIA TPHOOP B OOHO U TO K€ BpeMsl Ha MIHOBEHHE BKJIIO-
yaJicsi, a IOTOM CHOBA rac. A B CJI€AYIOIIYI0 CeKyHAY Djula/la HalpaBuila MOJTHUU K IIPOBOJAM: MUTa-
HUE MpeKpaTuiIock. [0pon CHOBA, Kak M paHbllle, IPUBBIYHO BCTPEYA] HOUYHBIX MMPOXOKUX OTHSIMHU
TETUIBIX KEeJTOBATHIX OKOH, 3aHABEIICHHBIX ITOPAMU WJIHM YCTaBJIEHHBIX [[BETAMH, paOOTaITH TeJIeBU-
30pbl M IPUEMHUKH. [ 71e-T0 Henojaneky BHOBb 3aCTy4all 110 pesibCaM U 3aryes noes[.

— MHoro y Bac TyT BCEro Takoro, — He3aMeTHO PU3EMIIMJIACH 32 X CITUHaMU AeBylIKa. — M ato
BO BCeX ropojax?

— ¥V Hac TyT IpOBUHIMS, — TIOYEMY-TO TOPIO YIBIOHYNACh JIepoid, XOTs yJIbIOKa BBIIILIA HATS-
HyTasi: IIOK OT YBU/IEHHOTO ellle He Tpoiiet. — B cromuiax eme 6osblie, — OHa HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
MOJT4a’ia, a HOTOM 3aroBOPHJIa CHOBA, YK€ COBCEM HEYBEPEHHO: — DJUIajia. .. A 3a4eM Bbl IPUJIETENN
Ha 3emuno?

Ta BHUMATEIBHO MPOCIIeHIa 32 JIMIIOM JEBOYKH, CIIOBHO OOAyMbIBast MUTM BCIIOMUHAS YTO-TO.

— He 3Hato0, cTouT 11 BaM 3TO rOBOPUTH, — OHA KECTOM OCTaHOBMJIa JIepoil OT paccipocoB: —
Her, npaBaa. 9t0 €10 rocyrapcTBEHHON BaXKHOCTH, O TAKOM HE TOBOPAT C IETbMHU.

— Tem OGonee ¢ KakMMHU-TO 3eMHBIMHU JHUKapsMH, Oa? — CapKacCTMYHO TOJKHYJa B OOK
noapyry Acs.

Dnnaga momxkaia ryosl.

— Ox, Hy, €I TOBOPUTb HE IIPSIMO, TO. .. — OHA 3a/lyMaJjiach U MPOA0JIKaa, B3BEIMBas Kaxk10e
CJIOBO: — MHe HaJj0 HaliTH OecCMepTHYI0, KOTOPYIO 51 COBCEM HE XOUY UCKaTh, YTOOBI OHA UCTIONHSIA
TO, Yero JejaTh He YMEET, YTOObl IOMOYb TeM, KTO Mperioyest ObuT, YTOObI 1 HUKOTA He BEPHYJIACh.

— Xopoliiee 3aHATHE, YTO CKa3aTh, — YXMbLIbHYJIACh B OTBET Acsl, ToKa JIepoil neltajiach OCMBbIC-
JINTH CKa3aHHoOe. — [ JIaBHOE, MOJIE3HOE.
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— Ha camom pnene 3By4uT HEMHOTO TPYCTHO, — THXO MPU3HAJIACH AEBOYKA, CHOBA 00sICh OOU-
netb Dmaay. — Ho pa3 yx Ha TO mouuio, — oHa BAPYT 000ApHIach, 0OEPHYBIINCH 32 MOIAEPKKOM
K MOJpYyre, — Bbl TOBOPUJIM, UTO HE €I U HE CHAJIM YK€ HECKOJIbKO MecsleB. [JoMoil 1 He Mory Bac
MIPUBECTU: POAUTENM HE MOWMYT. Y Hac TyT HE3HaAKoMLEB He xaytoT. Ho 3ato y Hac ¢ Acell ecTb
XOPOLUMI JOMUK Ha JiepeBe. MoxkeTe TaM [epeHOY€eBaTh, a 51 €Ibl I0CTaHy.

Aniajga Kperko 3agyMaliach, IepeBo/isl B3IV C OAHOW JEBOYKM Ha Apyrylo. BHyTpu Hee Kak
Oyaro 1u1a Goppoa:

— He 3Hato. Y MeHs kax/plil IeHb Ha cueTy. Het BpemeHu npocTto criarh.

— JaBaiite, — mpuHsIach YMOJATH ee Jlepoil. — Bce paBHO HOYBIO BBl MHOTOTO HE JI0ObETECH:
HOYBIO BEllb BCE CIAT!

JleByika B3epHysia OpoBb, Kak Obl HAMEKast Ha HUX camux. Ho moToM Bce e B3I0XHYyIa:

— Jlagao. MoskeT, pacckaxere MHe YTO-HUOYIb TIOJIE3HOE, — U HEYBEPEHHO JIBUHYJIACH CIIEIOM
3a JJ€BOYKAMHU.

W3 cuactimBoro Hactpost Jlepoii mocreniia BRIOUTh Acsl, TUXO HAKJIOHUBIIHUCH K €€ YXY:

— Houblo oHa HMYero He 100bETCs, TOBOPHIIb. A Thl yMana O TOM, KaKk OHa OyJdeT XOOUTh
IO TOpojy THeM?
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I'nmaBa 3

O,[lHa IpocTrasa CKadKa

— Bor, 106po noxanosats, — Jlepoi ¢ y/elOKo# yKa3asa Ha paCKUIUCTbINA Ty0, MOCAKEHHbIN e
TpariparpajieyKkoil MHOrO-MHOT'O JIeT Ha3zaf. TaM, Cpe/iy MBIIIHON TeMHO-3€JIeHOW JIUCTBbI BHIPH-
COBBIBAJICS JIOCTATOYHO MPOCTOPHBIN JIEPEBSIHHBIA JOMUK C Pa3HOOOpPA3HBIMH JIECTHUYKAMHU, KaHa-
TaMU 1 KauesisiMiA. — Mol Tlana v JIeayIika cesIaii, — OHa C TOPAOCTHIO YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— Hemnoxo, — moutu Teruio yaslOHyIach DIiafa, OKUAbIBas B3MIAA0M MOCTPOKY. — Hekoro-
pble MOY 3HAKOMBIE CKPBI IylTy Obl IPOJAIU 32 TAKOe.

— Hy-Hy, — noBropuna Acsi cBoe (pripMeHHOe BhipaskeHue. — Kcratu, KTo Takue UCKpb?

— Jla, — moxasia rjie4amMmu JeByIIKa, CJIOBHO HE CKa3asia HUYero HeoObIYHOT0, — 3TO Hapoy Oec-
cMepTHbIX. OHM KaK Bbl, HO TOJIBKO Balll OeCCMEPTHBIN JaBHO KaHys B JleTy, a moToMy MCKpa ero
OrH4 B Bac moracja. Kak-To Tak.

— Jla uto 3a GeccMepTHBIEe Takue? — Acsl yCTaIo MpHCesia Ha TUXO CKPUITHYBIIE BEPEBOYHbIE
Kayesu U 3aKpyTUia BEPEBKU CIHMPAIbIo, TOKa JIepoil MeJIeHHO Jie3/1a BBEPX IO CTBOIY.

— B cmpIciie «uto 3a GeccmepTHbie»?! — yKe TPUrOTOBHMBIIAsICS 3a0MPaThes CieioM DIuiaia
TaK ¥ 3aCThUIA B MOJIYIIPUCAIE U TIOYTU OCKOPOIEHHO O0epHYJIAch K JEBOYKE. — DTO IJI0Xasl HIyTKa.

— OHa He LIyTUT, — DIyX0 OTO3BAJICA OTKYJAa-TO CBEpXY ronoc Jlepoi, a ciegoM ¢ OTKPBITOR
«BEpaH[bl» CBECHJIaCh U OHA caMa. — Y Hac TYT O TaKMX He ciblmanu. Keratu, 3By4uT HEMHOrO 3-
3-3...

— CaMOI0BOJIbHO, — YUTUBO MOJACKa3aia el Acsl, BBIpa3UTEIbHO KMBasl HA DJUIady U MOIYyTHO
PacKpyuMBasICh HA Kayesix.

Ta He ynepxasnachk 1 Bo3MyIleHHO (pipkHYya. [ToToM Kak HU B 4eM He ObIBAJIO CHOBA MpHCea
Y, C CWJIOW OTTOJIKHYBIIKCH, OJHUM JBMKEHUEM 3alpbITHY/IA HAa JEPEeBSHHYIO BEpaHIy, MPU 3TOM
HAaJIeJIaB ropas/io MeHbIIe [IyMa, YeM MOKHO ObLJIO O)KUAATh OT TAKON IPOMAaIUHBbI.

— TloHThI, — OypKHYJIA CHU3Y Acs.

— He nonTsl, a HanoO6HOCTD, — Ha3UAATEIHHO OTO3BAJIACH CBEPXY DJUIa1a, BUANMO, 00JIaJaBIasi
3aBUIHBIM CITyXOM. — [TocMOTpY Ha MOM camnoru, — OHa CBECHJIa BHU3 TOJICThIE OKPYIJIbIe KOIIBITA,
MOKPBITHIE TYCTHIM MEXOM OT KOJIEHa, — B HUX OUYeHb yIOOHO MPU3EMJISAThCS U XOAWUTH MO TOU ke
TpaBe, HO He Jia3ath. [Ipuxomurcs npbirath. — [lorom oOepHysack Kk Jlepoii: — Tak Kak 310 — He CITbI-
1a7IM 0 OeCCMEPTHBIX ?

Ta ycenach Ha HEOOJIBIIION JIABOUKE, YCHITAHHOM OMABIIMMU OT Kapbl JIUCThSIMH, U BUHOBATO
MoxaJia Iie4yaMu:

— Oy, a 1-To gyMaJna, 4yTo 3TO y Bac HOTM Takue. A, Hy Tak BOT: Tak Mnoiay4yuwiocsk. He nomHio,
9T0OBI BOOOIIE KTO-HUOY/Ib O HUX TOBOPUIL.

Dnnana HeAOBEPYMBO HaxMypuiack. BooOiie, co3qaBanoch BeYATISHUE, YTO XMYpPUTbCS —
9TO eJMHCTBEHHOE, YTo OHa yMena. Ho Jlepoit ObuTo He pUBBIKATh: ee JIydllas noapyra Acs Oblia
TAKOH ke KOJIIOYKOM.

— Jla ObITh Takoro He MoOxeT! BClo JKM3Hb UCKPBI HAM TOKJIOHSUIVCh, CYUTAJIM, — OHA CAeNaa
pyKaMy HaurpaHHO-MUCTHUYECKHI KeCT, — OOraMH.

— Ceityac 3T0 AeJI0 HE OYEHb PaclpOCTPAHEHO, — CHOBA MOXKaJa MJIe4aMy OHA, OTKMUHYBIIKCh
Ha CMUHKY CKaMbH M 3alIPOKMHYB TOJIOBY, IS HA sIPKUE 3B€3/Ibl HAJl TOJIOBOM, YTO MPOOUPATUCH
JaXxe CKBO3b IBIIIHYI0 KPOHY jiepeBa. — M Bl BUeu ux BOIM3u?

— Koro «ux»? — HenmoHMMarllle MOBEPHY/IACh K HEM DIiaja, HO MOTOM MpOCensa 3a ee
KectoM: — A-a-a... Tbl po 310. Jla, MHOTHE XUBYT Ha HUX.

— Yero?! — Jlepot iepHynach Tak pe3Ko, YTO UyTh HEe CBEpHYJIa ceOe IIeo.
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— A 4TO B 3TOM Takoro? — He MoHsIa DJulafa ee YIUBJIeHUs. — DTO [Vl Bac 3BE3/Ibl SIPKUE,
a JUIs HAC ¥ HEKOTOPBIX HAPOJIOB MKP OHU — MPEKPACHOE MECTO, I7Ie BCEra TEIUIO, CBETIO ... CyXO.
Ecm TMOTPYAUTHCA, MOXKHO AK€ BbIpalllMBATh TaM ‘ITO-HI/I6yIIb IJIdd CKOTa.

— Bbpen kakoii! — Teneps yixke u Jlepoit kocunack Ha iany ¢ HeloBepueM. Jla, MmoyieThl Ha Kpbl-
JIbSAX U YIIPABJICHUE MOJIHUSAMU €IIC Kyad HA 11JI0, HO JKU3Hb Ha 3Be3nax! — He MoxeT HU4Yero Ha HUX
pacTu.

«BeccmepTHas» TOMBKO MOXAaJIa TIeYaMu, MOJI, He BEpUTE — U HE Ha/I0, U C MHTEPECOM Tpo-
JOJIKWIIA OTJISIIBIBATh TOMUK. A Jlepoi TONbKO ceituac BCIIOMHWIIA, 324eM OHU 371eCh:

— Tak, Hy, BB pacrojiaraitech, a s bl IPUTAIIy, — OHa HEJIOBKO M TOPOILIMBO MEPEMHUHAIACH
C HOTH Ha HOry. — Bam okpoiuky uim nvpora jgyyite?

Ta oTBena B34, Kak OyITO €i CTajio HEOBKO:

— A 9to-HHOYIb C JBUXKYIIEHCS SHEpPruei ecTb?

JIeBOUKM HEJOYMEHHO MePeryIsTHYJIHCD.

— Hy, 4T0-TO, 4TO HegaBHO Oeralo.

— Ox, J1a ToBOpUTE TPSIMO, — MOUYTU paccepaniach Acs, JJOBKO 3a0Mpasich Ha JiepeBo. — Mbl
HE TaKe UCKYIIEeHHbIE B «0eccMe-e-epTHBIX» JIeNlaX, — €€ OYeHb pasApakalio TO, YTo DJulaga Ha3bl-
Basa cebst Gorom.

— Xouy wmsica. CpIporo, — Iiyxo oT4eKkaHuIa Ta, mss Jlepoi npsamo B miaza. — Eciu Her, To
MOKaXXWTEC MHC, HAa KOI'O TYT MOKHO OXOTHUTBCA.

Jlepoii, uia mogaep;KKy, CHOBa MOBEPHYJIA HEMHOTO MCIYTaHHOE JIMLIO K MOApyre. DTa WHO-
TUIAHETSIHKA, TT0X0Xe, ObIa B IPSIMOM CMBICIIE TUIOTOsIHAS. XOPOIIIO ellle, IIOKa Ha HUX He CMOTpeJa
KaK Ha yKUH.

— ¥ Hac ceituac Mmsca Her.

Acs u3p1ana TepHemnBblid B310X:

— JlamHo... — ¢ Ha)xuMoOM mpousHecna oHa. — JlagHo. Tobko OOBSACHATH MOEH Mame, 3a4eM
MHE B TPY Yaca HOYM MOHAJOOMIIOCH CBIPOE MSICO U3 MOPO3WJIKH, Oyzaelib Thl! — OHa He3aMeTHO
HaKJIOHWIach K yxy Jlepoit: — Bce smo — TBost uaest! Bor cama u Oyzenib CMOTpeTh, Kak OHa MbeT
KpPOBB! — 1, C IIIyMOM CITPBITHYB Ha MSTKYIO TPaBy Ha JIyXkKaiKe repei HeOOIbIINM, HO YXOKEHHBIM,
YaCTHBIM JIOMOM, HAIIPaBUJIaCh BHYTPb.

An1afa NpoBOAIIIA €€ HEOIOOPUTEIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM. 3pauyky CHOBA CHEJAINCh OCTPHIMH.

— OHa MHe HalOMMHAET KOe-KOro, — 3a4eM-TO BCIIyX Mpou3Hecna OeccMepTHasi, poaosuKas
HEMUTAIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY TEIUTBIX KEJIThIX OUEPTAHUI OKOH, 32 KOTOPBIMH ceiuac
TO W JIeJIO CHOBAJIM TEeMHbIE (DUTYPKHU €ro KUTeJeH, U TphI3ylnas TOCKa, KOTOPYI0 OHA TaK JOJITO
3aJ1aBJIMBaja BHYTPHU, CHOBA OTPA3WJIach B XOJIOAHBIX OCTPHIX I71a3aX, celyac Ka3aBIIMXCs KEIThIMHU.

—To ectb? — He cpazy orpearupoBaia Jlepoii, Toxke Morpy3uBIIasiCs B MBICIIH.

— Ja uaruero takoro. I[Tpocto oqHy 3HAKOMYIO, — BCE CIIE/Ibl TPYCTH pa30oM COIUTH C ee JIUIIA.
DJuiafia BHOBb CTajla Cepbe3HO: — BbI mocieqHue roga Tpu HUYEro CTPAHHOTO He 3aMedasiu? —
C TJIOXO CKPBIBAEMON HAJIEKI0W B TOJIOCE MOCHEeNINIa CMEHUTh OHA TeMy. — Booobre yro-HuOyab?

— EauHCTBeHHAs1 CTPaHHOCTh 32 BCIO MOIO SKM3Hb — 3TO Bbl, — HEMHOTO Pa304apOBaHHO YJIBIO-
HYJIaCh JIEBOYKA ITYTON BOCTOPKEHHO! YJIBIOKOM. Kasib, 4To OHa HUYeM He CMOXKET TTOMOYb FOCThE.

C eBa yJIOBUMBIM IIEJIECTOM OTOPBAICSA OT BETKHM JHUCT. Bpome Ob HUYEro HEOOBIYHOTO,
HO OTYero-to ode Moimya HaOMIOAIM 3a ero MajeHueM, Kaxercs, gaxe 3aaepkaB apixanue. Korga
TOT MPOJIETAN KaK pa3 Ha YpOBHE IJ1a3, DJuiaia JIETKO MOofAy/a Ha JMCTOK — TOT OOpaTUIICs TOTyObIM
OrHECHHBIM CITOJIOXOM, U CITYCTS MIHOBEHUE BO3AYX CHOBa 6bIH YHUCT. BGCCMepTHaH C XUTPLIM BbIpa-
JKEHUEM I71a3 ClieiiIa 32 U3MEHUBIIIMMCS JIMIIOM 3€MJISTHKH.

— Bcio xu3Hb MeuTana 0 4eM-To... Takom! — BbIIOXHYNA Jlepoi, cama Toro He OcOo3HaBasl,
HauaBlllasi TOBOPUTH 11eNoToM. — Ml MHOro Bac Takux? YIpapisionmx MOJHUAMU ?

Anaay MoYeMy-To OUeHb Pa3BECEMII STOT BOIPOC:
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— SBHO Oosbilie, YeM HyKHO! — BUJSl HENOHMMAIOIIEe JIMIIO AEBOUYKHM, OHA 3aCMesyIach ellle
oonpine. [Ipu 3TOM yiIpIOKa BCe PaBHO BBIXOAWJIA HEMHOTO HANpPsUKEHHAs M HEyBEpEeHHasi, CIIOBHO
ynbioanack 6eccMepTHas peko. — Thl Takast 3a0aBHast !

- M-M-M. ..

OtBeruTts Jlepoil He ycrena: MOCIbIIIAJICs CTYK OTKPbIBAEMOM HACTEKb IEPEBSHHON JBEPU, U3-
3a KOTOpPOM BO JIBOP TYT Xke yIapwil spKUil cTOJIO CBETa, a BCKOpE, cTapasich HE 3arnavykaTb MOCKHUT-
HYIO 3aHABECKY, Ha YJHIIe TIOKa3anachk Acsi C yBECUCTBHIM cBepTKOM B pykax. Lllypra rpaBuem, oHa
noOexaa mpsiMo Yepe3 IpsAKH K JepeBy.

— Bor, — neBouka BHOBb HamycTHWJIa Ha ceOsl CypOBbBI BHJ, NPOTATHBas DUIajie CBEPTOK,
HO cama 3a0uparbcs He ctaa. — 5 yxe crnarh Obl ronuia. — OHa MpoHUYHO nofHsia Oposu: — Hane-
10Ch, MsICa sI IPUHECIIA IOCTATOYHO, U BBl He OyzieTe ecth Jlepoii?

BeccmepTHast oCKOpOJICHHO B3/IepHYJIa TIOIOOPO/IOK:

— Hukapu 31ech Bbl, a He 1! Mbl He equm Tex, komy Cospartenb JapoBajl CO3HAHUE, —
Y OTBEpHYJIaCh, HU Ha KOro He isAfs. TOJIbKO KOrga pUTMHUYHBIN MOXPYCTHIBAIOIIMI 3BYK I'paBUs
CTHX ¥ BO JIBOPE BHOBb HACTYIHJIAa TEMHOTa, DJUIaja pa3BepHy/a maker. — Hudero cebe! OHO Bce
3amep3Jo!

Jlepoii, efBa He cKkpuIisi 3y0amu, HaKJIOHMIAch HaJ mMsicoM: «Hy mouemy Acst fake He TOIIbI-
TaJIach €ro XOTh HEMHOTO MojiorpeTh? Moruia XoTs Obl H300pa3uTh rOCTENPUMMHOCTH | » Bunumo, Bce
SMOIIMH SICHO OTPA3UJIUCh Ha ee JIMILIE, TOTOMY UTO OeccMepTHasi CaMOIOBOJIbHO XMBIKHYJIA:

— Huuero. Pazorpers He mpoOnemMa, — OHa Tprcesia MpsiMO Ha JePEBSIHHBIH 0] Teppackl, pac-
cabyeHHO CBECUB PYKH Haj maketoM. — [Ipocto Oblia yauBieHa, YTo CMEpTHbIE MOTYT JIeNaTh Jiejl
BO BpEMsI JKaphl.

— He Toneko nex!

Onaga B3epHYyJIa OPOBH, HO HUYETO HE CKa3asa, a BMECTO TOTO 3aHsUIach AEIOM: CHavasa
BEHBI 10]] TOHKOM, KaK MmanupocHas Oymara, KOei BCIIBIXHYJIM TOIyObIM, a IMOTOM OT JIaJlOHeH ee,
OyIITO M3HYTPH, HAYaJ JIMTHCSI OCIIENUTEbHBIN CHHEeBaThIi cBeT. [I0TOM OH MpeBpaTwics B UCKps-
IIMICS TOTyOOl OroHb, HATOMHHABIIMI CBEPHYTHIE KJTyOKOM MOJIHMU, KOTOPHIE, IOTPECKUBAs, exXe-
CEKYHIHO OCHITIaJIA OKPYKAIOIHMX BCnblKamu. Jlepoit HaGmonana, 3ataus apixanue. Yto-To B 3T0M
1aMeHu ObUTO Takoe. .. Kak OyaTo HeuTo Oosibliiee, YeM MPOCTO CBET, Kak OyATO Tiamst ObLIO HATTOI-
HEHO HEKUM CMBICIIOM, TIOHSITHBIM TOJIBKO €r0 XO3sMHY. B 3TOT MOMEHT ra3a GeccMepTHOM, Kak
Y TOT/A, Ha BBIIIKE, TOPEJH sipye OOBIYHOTO M BOJIOCHI TPEBPATUIIMCH BO BCE TOT K€ OTOHb.

— Kak BoI 310 fenaere? UTo 310 Takoe BooOIe? — yke B KOTOPBIM pa3 BOCXUTHIIACH JIepoi,
YyBCTBYSl HESICHBIM € TIOKa TMPWJIMB CpPa3y BOCXMIIEHUS, OypHOM, MOYTH CyMacllemend pagocTH,
OaroroBeHus1 M cTpaxa.

— M-m-m? — Diaia MeIJIeHHO TIO/IHSUIA B3IJISIL, TOPSIIIUA B YIOTHOM aTMocdepe 3aropogHoin
YJIUIIBI COBEPIIEHHO YY’K/IBIM, HE3eMHBIM CBETOM. — DTOT OTOHb — MOSI CYIITHOCTh. BBITH GeccmepT-
HBIM, TI0 CYTH, O3Ha4YaeT ObITh TVIaMEHEM, OJJHAM U3 TeX, UYTO CO3/1a/u 3Ty BceneHHyo, HO 3arnepThiM
B CMEPTHOM TeJIe.

Jlepoii Bce ere HeMOHMMAIOIIE MPUOTKPBUIA POT, Kak OyATO XOTela CKazaTh YTO-TO, XOTS
MBICJIA B TOJIOBE B CBSI3aHHYIO Pe4b MPe0OPa30BBIBATHCSI COBEPIIEHHO OTKA3BIBAJIHCH.

— Moii OroHb — OrOHb YHCTOHM HEPIUU, KOTOpas MPOSBISAETCS B MOJHMSX, U3TydeHUH. S
CO371aI0 BCE 9TO U MOTY KHUTb, TOJBKO MOKa BO BceneHHOM ecTh SHeprusl.

— Ho 3auem torna Bam teno?

— YToOBI HE YHUUTOXATb BCE, UTO CYIIECTBYET.

Bonbliie geBoyka cripammBarh He CTalia, MbITasiCh OCMBICTIMTH BCE, UTO YCIIBIIIANA 32 ITOT Bevep.
Beixonur, cefiyac npsiMo niepeji Heil yactb muposaanus? OpHa U3 MHOXeCTBA CUJI BO BceneHHOM,
oOnavyeHHas B Tesio? Jlepoid conporuynack, BHOBb OIVIsiAbIBast OECCMEPTHYIO: UMEHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT
OHA HaKOHEI| 0CO3HaJIa, YTO CHHUM JIKET MPUHEC CETOHS B €€ )KU3Hb KOe-UTO COBEPIIIEHHO OCOOEH-
Hoe. Kak Oynro ora oona BO BceM MUpe y3Hasla BCe CEKpeThl KM3HU. Bee 9TH rosipl, Moka 3HAKO-
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MbI€ ¥ OIHOKJIACCHUKHU JPA3HWIHN €€ 3a CTPAHHOE UMS U He MEeHee CTPaHHOE YBJICUeHHEe CKa3KaMU
1 Muamu, Bce 3TO BpeMsi OHa OblTa IipaBa. TOT MUP ObLT HE TaK MPOCT, KaK €ro BUAEHU JIpyTrHe.

A Dnnaja TeM BpEMEHEM 3aKOHYMIIA, [IPEBPATUB B JbIM BCE MAaKeThl U KyJIbKU. Jlepoit ynuB-
JIEHHO TOKOCHJIACh Ha TOCTHIO: CaMO «OJTIO/I0» TaK U OCTAJIOCh CHIPHIM, HO TIPEXk/Ie, YeM OHa ycresa
CIIPOCUTbH, OECCMEPTHASI XUIIHO BIMJIACH 3y0aMH B KYCOK CO CIIOBAMH:

— Hy HakoHen-To! — mocplmaics XapakTepHbIi XpYyCT pa3pblBaeMOro chiporo Msica. Jlepouka
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK €€ HEMPOU3BOJIBLHO IMEepe/IepHY/IO: BeCh BO3BBILIEHHBI HACTPOH pa3oM yieTy-
YHJICS, KaK JIbIM OT HEJAaBHO CTOPEBIIETO JIMCTKA; OCTAJICS TOJIbKO HEMPHUATHBIN ocagok. Kak cyime-
CTBO, IEUCTBUTEIIHLHO SIBJISIONIEECS OJTHUM U3 «O0roB», MOIJIO Ceivac, CJIOBHO JUKHIA 3Bepb, CKMMATh
TOJIBIMU PYKaMH CHIPYIO IJIOTh — KPOBb CTPYMKAMU CTeKaJla MO HAMPsKEHHBIM MaJTbLIAM — U KJIBIKAMU
pBaTh €€ Ha KYCKH?

— Yt0? — HEMHOTO HEeyBEepeHHO TiepeBea Ha Hee B3I Dilaaa, KOcsCh Ha Msico. — 51 3Halo,
3penwuiie Tak cede, Haslo ObLIO 3apaHee MOMpocuTh IpotieHus. Ho yx o4eHb ecTh XOueTcsl.

— Huuero, Bce B nopsiake, — 3acTaBuiia ce0st yIslOHYThCsl uepes cuity Jlepoit. — S, moxanyi,
noiny. He xouy Memars Bam criaTh. 3arisiHy elie yTpoM, — U OHa MOCHeNIna YIaIUThCs, TOJIbKO
YTOOBI OKOHYATEJIbHO HE TIOPTUTH BIIEUaTJIEeHWE OT BCTPEUM C OECCMEPTHOM, YCTIEB JIUIIb 3aMETUTh
paccTpoeHHOe BbIpaskeHHe Jnia Diiaapl. Kakercs, AeByiika cefiuac 3muiach Ha camy cedsl.

Jlepoii uyTh 11 He GeroM ycTpemMuiach K goMy. Komersl, GeccMepTHBIE, CHIIbI, TAK HAIIOMU-
Halole Maruio. .. KoHeuHo, OHa HUYero He CKakeT pOAUTeNsiM, Kak U Acsl. TO TOJNBKO ee TailHa,
9TOT CEKpeT He JocTaHeTcst Oosbine Hukomy! Ceptie OMIOCh 9acTo, Kak OT J0roro 6era, a B ayIie
OOpOJHCh [IBa UyBCTBA, TAKKE K€ MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHBIE, KaK M cama djuiajga. biaroropeHue u yBakeHune
MIpe/i BBICIIMMU CUJIAMH COCE/ICTBOBAJIH C )KUBOTHBIM CTPAXOM IE€pejl JUKOCTBIO M BHEIITHEH KeCTO-
KOCTBI0 OeccMepTHOM. Kak el mpuHATh 3Ty ipupomy?

OHa 4yTh IPUTOPMO3WJIA TIEpe]l PACKUIUCTBIMU KYCTAMH aJIbIX PO3, TOJHUMAIOIIMXCS BBIIIE
YeJIOBEYEeCKOrO POCTa U HAJIeKHO CKPBHIBAIOIINX €€ OT JIIOOBIX JIIOOOMBITHBIX B3IJISI0B, YTOOBI OT/IbI-
IIaThCS1, OIHAKO B CIIEAYIONIYIO CEKYHIy 3aMepria, 00siCh 1axke B3AOXHYTh. IIpsiMo B IIeHTpe ee 1Bopa,
HE IIEeBEJISICh, BO3BBIIIAJIACH CTPaHHas TeMHasi (purypa. 3a 4epHOTOM, CKPBIBAIOIIIEN BCE TeJI0 HOBOTO
rOCTSI, HEBO3MOXHO OBbIJIO pacCMOTPETh MPAKTUYECKM HUYEro, KpOMe pa3Be UToO TeX ke IMHHBIX
yIIeH, YTO U Y DIUIa/Ibl, U OTPOMHBIX KOKHCTBIX KPBLITbEB.

— Yro 3a?! — ogHUME TyOaMu TiporoBopuiia JIepoi, He cBOfsA I71a3 ¢ (PUTYPHI.

Bce uyBcTBa npu Buzie TeMHOM (pUryphl B rosoc Bonin: «OnacHocTs!» Kem Ol HU OBLIO 3TO
HEUTO, OHO, B OTVIMYME OT 3aBOPAKUBAIONIEN W MPUTATaTeIbHON DJUTagpl, Myrajo U OTTATKUBAIIO.
CJI0BHO CTETIONIMIACS TYMaH, XOJIOJHBIN, HEBEIOMBbIH YKac MOCTENEHHO HAMOTHS KX/ 1y10 IIeJIOUKY,
KaX[yI0 TPEIIMHKY B e OKpyKeHHU. V1 OHO CTOSIIO IPsSIMO y Hee BO JBOPE, & COBCEM PsiIOM Haxo-
IWJIMCh HUYETO He mojo3peBaloiye poxutenu! Jlepoit roroBa Obuia CIOPUTH HA YTO YTOAHO: STOT
OeccMepTHBIN MTPUOBLT Ha 3eMJTIO He TIPOCTO TaK, 8 UMEHHO M3-3a ee HOBOU 3HakoMoi. Ho BOT TOJTbKO
3ayem?

Anaga Bpojie YNOMHUHANA, YTO €€ Hapo[ He XO4YeT, YTOOBl OHAa BO3BpAIIAach: UYTO €CIH, ITO
HaeMHbII youiina?! B ronoBy nie3nu camble cTpariHbie Mbicu. Beap u cama Diaga Hocuiia ¢ coOoit
Opy’Xue, CJIOBHO 3TO ObUT MOOWIILHHK. A BOpyT oHa nipectynauiia? Her! Jlepoii qaxke TpsxHysa rojo-
BOM, YTOOBI IPOTHATh 3TY MBICJIb: €€ TOCThsI OblIa YECTHOM M XOTesa MOMOYb CBOMM JIIOMISIM, & BOT
3TO CYIIECTBO SIBHO OBLJIO OIACHBIM.

Jlepoii cama He 3ameTHiIa, KaK 4yTb MpHceNa, emle Oonblie mpsyack 3a Kycramu. [Ipemympe-
IWUTHh POIUTENIEH, KOTOpbE SIBHO HE CMOTYT ceOsl 3alUTUTh, UM DIJIady, KOTopasi, CKopee BCero,
U SIBJISLIACK 11EJTbI0 9TOro 6eccMepTHOro? JleBouka pa3ayMblBajia He JOJIbIIE CEKYHIIBI: ee 3HAKOMast
Y camMa CMOeET 3a ceOsl TOCTOSITh, & M3 OCBEIIEHHOrO OKHA €€ JOMa UIMEHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT JOHEeCCs
MYKCKOM CMeX — B JKEJITOM CBeTe MoKasaiach purypa ee orma. Poxutenu He JSryT cnath, OKa OHA
HE BEpHETCS IOMOM, U, MOXET, Yepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMsl pelar no3sarts Jlepoi, u Toraa. . .

22



A. KameneBa. «ApTo — crath OeccMepTHOI»

durypa pe3Ko JiepHyIach PY HOBBIX 3ByKax, OIHSB roloBYy BBepX. JleBOUKa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA
ce0s1 TaK, CJIOBHO TI0 ee CIIMHE MPoOekasio OrpOMHOE HACEKOMOE: TIOICO3HAHNE BHOBb BOIHMJIO O TOM,
YTO 3TOT OECCMEPTHBIN OMACEH, a TOT BCE MPOIOIKAT CMOTPETh Ha (PUTYpy 3eMIISTHUHA, [Ty pAuMBILIe-
rocs ceitdac ¢ xxenoil. Hakonen Jlepoii pemimiacs:

— 4 mporty nporeHus. .. — TBEpIBIM roJI0COM IPOMKO HauaJla OHa, BRI/ U3 YKPBITHUS Ha cepe-
OVHY IBOPUKA MPSMO K TEMHOM (PUType U CKaB KyJaku. — YTO BbI ies1aeTe B MOeM JoMe? — KaxkeTcs,
ee roJIoC CTAaHOBHJICS Bee OoJiee KaJKUM C KaKIbIM IIaroM HaBCTpedy TeMHOH (purype.

A Ta Momya nepeBesia B3IVIS HA 3eMJISIHKY, CIIOKOWHO M JJaKe M3ydvalolle ee pasIisiabBasi.
B HOUHOII ThME HE BUIHO OBUIO, KaK COIIUIA KpacKa CO IeK AEBOYKHU: OHA HE cpa3y CyMesia OLIEHUTh
pocTt 3toro 6eccmeptHoro. Hazo e, qByXxmeTpoBasi Diuiaga, CKopee Bcero, Oblia erie HU3KOPOCIIOi
M0 MEpKaM CBOET0 Hapojia, BeJjb 3TO CYIIECTBO BO3BBIIIAIOCH HAJI 3eMJIEH aX Ha LIEJIbIX TpU MeTpa!
N ona, Jlepoii, nonuia Ha Hee ¢ Kylakamu. [Ipuinener; caenasn mar eid HaBCTpedy, U OHa TOISITH-
J1ach, HO HE MOMBITAJIACh AaXe MO3BaTh HA IOMOIIIb, YTOOBI POAUTENH Clofla He proesxau. BueszamHo
JIeBOYKA MIOYyBCTBOBAJIA yKE 3HAKOMBIN €M JISTKHI 3ar1ax 030Ha, U B CJICAYIONTYI0 CEKYHy OeccMepT-
HBII McYe3, CIIOBHO €ro TyT HUKOrJa U He Obuto. Jlepoi, 00sCh, UTO CYIIECTBO BEpHETCS HE3aMETHO,
OCTOPOXHO OOEpPHYJIACh:

— Dmnaga! — oOnerdyeHHo BBIIOXHY/IA OHA, eJle yAEPKaBIIUCh, YTOObI HE CIIPATATHCS B MEPhs
Ha KpbUThsx OeccMepTHOU. — KTO OHO Takoe? OHO 3a BaMu NIPUIILIO?

Ta ycriokanBaioliie morpernasia ee Mo MakyIike, MOMyTHO CIIy4YailHO OAaIUB HECKOJIBKO BOJIOC!

— He coBcem. .. — oHa Bcrieq] 3a I6BOUKOM MOCMOTpeEIa Ha TEeIIble OKHA JIoMa. — TBOsI ceMbsi?

Jlepoii ucriyraHHO KMBHYJIA HECKOJIBKO pa3, YMOJISIIONIE TIIsIIs Ha AEBYIIKY:

— A dr0 eci oHO nipueT cHoa? OHO BHIENIO, UTO s BaC 3HaI0! — 4yTh HE TUlaya MpUYUTaIa
nesouka. — [loxanyiicra. ..

— DTO He OHO, a OHA, — CEPhE3HO OTO3BAJIACH DIUIA/A, CJIOBHO 3TO YTO-TO MEHSIO, TIEPEBOMAS
MIPUIIypEeHHbIE TJIa3a Ha TO MECTO, TJe CTOsIa MUHYTY Ha3aj «OHa». — YecTHO roBops, s, Mpasja,
Y HE 3Hal0, Yero OT Hee KAaTh. XOpPOIIo, s OCTAaHYCh Y Bac Ha 3TY HOUb, a IIOTOM MOMPOOYIO yJIeTeTh
KaK MOXHO ObIcTpee, uToOb PpoTckas 310 3aMeTia. Bee Oyaer Xopolno, — yCIoKanBakoIe yIbio-
HyJIach OeccMepTHasi. — 3psi, KOHEYHO, 51 K BaM MpHIUIa! — HATSHYyTast yJIbIOKa pa3oM COIILIA C JIUIA,
CMEHMBIINCH OecroKoMCcTBOM: — Jlepoit. .. 3Hasa Okl Thl, Kakoe cTpaHHoe y Tedst ums. OX, 4yBCTBO-
BaJIa ke, 4To TUI0X0 Bce KoHunTcsi! Ho Thl He BOJIHYTCS, s HE JaM TBOEH ceMbe MOCTPaIaTh.
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I'naBa 4

Crtpaxu u Bparu

— Mawm, nam, s gfoMa! — NOAYEpKHYTO POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM KpUKHYJA Jlepoii, BX0As B y3€HbKYIO
npuxoxyio. CTporo roBopsi, 310 Oblla, KOHEUYHO, BOBCE HE MPUXOKasi — TaK, HEOONBIIONW 3aKYTOK
B KOpPUZIOpE, CIyKAIlWii ellle U KJIaJ0BKOW B 3TOM MaJIeHbKOM cTapoil KBapTupke. OHa Oblia OTHUM
U3 TeX CTapbIX CTPOEHUIA, KOTOPbIE COXPAHMJIKCH €111e ¢ LAPCKUX BPEMEH M HE PacChINAINCh OT ChIPO-
CTH TOJIBKO OJ1arojiapsi He4aCThIM PEMOHTaM X03sieB. 37eCh MPUCYTCTBOBAJ MOTHBIA HAOOpP IPOBHH-
LMAJIbHOH ITTyOMHKM: PaCTPECKUBAIOIIMECS U KPOIIAIUECs] OTChIPEBIINE CTEHBI, KEJITOBATHIE MATHA
TUIECEHH Ha TTOTOJIKE, TIOKOCUBIIIEECS KPbLTBIIO M HEOOJIbIIINE MbUIbHBIE KOMHATHI, YCTE/ICHHbBIE U yBe-
IIaHHBIE PACCOXIIMMUCS KOBPAaMHM, YCTABJIEHHBIE CTAPOI, HUKOMY YK€ HE Hy:KHOI MeOelIbo.

Jlumie ogHa KOMHATKa BO BCEM JIOME, PABHO KaK M Ha BCE YJHILIE, BbIIEIsIAch CBOEH 0OcTa-
HOBKOW, IOTOMY 4TO CTapOCTh M BETXOCTb 3THX CTEH 3/1€Ch CKPbIBAJIO HeuTo ocodeHHoe. Ho Takas
KOMHara OblIa TOJILKO OJIHa, TIOKaJTyH, Ha Beel 3emte.

— Hy HakoHel-To! — MONyTHO BKJIIOYAsI CBET B KOPUIIOPE, K JOYEPU TOPOILUIMBO MOJIOILIA yXKe
HeMoJIoas XKEeHIMHA B OTPENaHHOM I0JI0CaToOM AOMalllHeM Iuiathe. Kak 1 Bce B 3TOM j10Me, 3TO
IU1aThe, HaBEPHOE, KOI/a-To ObUIO KPACHBBIM M HAJIEBAJIOCh TOJIBKO IO BBIXOAHBIM. O/IHaKO Ternepb
ero Bpemsl MpoLLUIOo, BIIPOYEM, KaK U JIy4llle FOJbl ero X035 iK1, KOHeUYHO. JIJTMHHBIE pyChle BOJIOCHI
OHA YK€ HE BBICTABJIsUIa HAIIOKA3 KaK CBOIO IOPIOCTh, & CKPOMHO coOMpalla B IIy4OK, Kak OyATo
HapoyHo npsrtana. Hy kak xke: copok Jiet, yxe He nonoxeHo! — CoceMm 3aryisijia ceronss! Pexxum
CYIIIECTBYET He TOJIbKO BO BpeMs mKoubl. Kymars Oynernib?

— Her-Her, — TyT e cnoxBaruiachk Jlepoii, bITasCh MPOCKOJIB3HYTh MUMO MaMbl, HE BbI3BaB
MOJIO3PEHUI, HO BCe-Taku cOMJa ¢ TyMObl HEaBHO IOTYIIEHHYI cBedy. — S ycraja O4YeHb,
MOW Y yXke. ..

— A e 00yBb? — IOCTBIIAJICS €l BIOTOHKY HEJIOBOJIbHBIN Bo3rac. — M mouemy Thl MOKpasi?!
Onste 00MBaUCh?

Ho Jlepoii, cnenas Buj, 4ToO He yciblliajia, OYKBaJbHO MPHUCKAKANA B CAMYIO JAJIbHIOI KOM-
HaTy CBOEro jioMa (0J1aro He CIIOTKHYJIACh O KOBEP) U TYT € MPUIBUHYJIA K JBEPH TSKEIYIO IIUPO-
KyI0 TyMOy: Terepb y)Xe TOYHO HUKTO He 3aiijeT. [JleBouka OCTaHOBMJIACh Ha CEKYH/Ly, YyBCTBYsI, KaK
B3BOJIHOBaHHO yXaeT B rpyau cepaue. Heyxenu Bce 1o mpoucxonut?! IlnaH coctosin B TOM, 4TO
Dmiaza ObICTPO MPOBEPUT ABOP, a Jlepoil BIyCTHT ee uepe3 OKHO B CBOI0 KOMHATY: OeccMepTHast
TOYHO YCJIBIIIUT WM TIOYYBCTBYET, €CJIM 4TO-TO MoijeT He Tak. Ho ceifuac 1eBovKa BOJTHOBAJIACH
HE M3-32 BO3MOXHOCTH BHOBb YBUZIETh TY YEPHYIO (PUIYpy, OXOTHBIIYIOCSI HEU3BECTHO 32 YEM, HET.
ITpocto ceifuac roctbst U3 KocMoca yBUAUT ee KomHaty! Kak oHa ouieHuT 310 Bee?

Jlepoii ornsipenach. [la, IMEHHO 3TO MecTO OBUIO CaMbIM HEOOBIYHBIM Ha BCEH ee yuIle.
Bomeamnmii ciona He3BaHblIi rOCTh cliepBa MOTEPsLI Obl OPUEHTALIMIO, TOTOMY YTO BCE CTEHBI U MeOeJb
31ech ObLIM BBIKpALIEHBI B BUJE TOUHON KapThl 3BE3/IHOr0 HeOa CO BCeMH OOO3HAUEHUSIMU rajlak-
THK 4 3Be3/1. U Bce 310 eme u cBetuiiock B TeMHoTe! KoHeuHo, cama Jlepoil He cmoryia Obl Hapu-
COBaTh BCE cama: 3TO Jefana Acs, 3Haolas, o KpailHeil Mepe, Kak JepkaTb KUCTb. 3BE3/Ibl TaUH-
CTBEHHO TOOJIECKMBAIIM 3€JICHOBATHIM B TEMHOTE, a C MOTOJKA CBUCAIa HeOOJbIIash XpycTaabHasI
JIOCTPa B BUJIE COJHIIA, HO ceiivac JeBOYKa ee 3akurarh He crasia. OHa TOporumBo nogoeskasa K 3aHa-
BEIIEHHOMY Ha HOYb OKHY B J€PEBSHHON paMe M KaK MOKHO THILE pacHaxHysa ero, BbIVIAAbIBas
Hapyxy:

—Dmiazga! — mwenorom no3pana Jlepoi, orisapBast TEMHOTY ABOpa. Tak TUXO M TEMHO, OyITO
HUKOIO U He...

24



A. KameneBa. «ApTo — crath OeccMepTHOI»

Ho nomymath 3Ty HeNnpusITHYIO MBICTb OHA HE YcIesia, TIOTOMY YTO UMEHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT
OeccMepTHasl CIPBITHY/Ia ¢ HEBBICOKOM KpHIIIM MpsiMo riepes Jlepoid, moaaepxkaB ceOsi KpbUIbsIMU
y caMoii 3eMJIU.

— Bpoze Bce CIoKoiHO, — Tak ke HErPOMKO KMBHYJIA OHA, MOIMYTHO 3a0Mpasich B OKHO U CTa-
pasich P STOM He CTOJKHYTh CTOMKY aT/JIacoB U I00yc. — Y, Hy TyT y Bac ¥ TecHOTa!

— Hy, y Hac B pacnopsi’keHHH TOJBKO OIHA TJIaHEeTa, — HUIyTh HE CMYTHBIIUCH, YJIBIOHYJIACh
B oTBeT Jlepoid, mogaBasi 6ecCMepTHOU PyKY, XOTS Ta JIAJIOHBIO MOTJIa TIOJTHOCTHIO OOXBATUTh €€ KUCTh
¥ TIOJIOBHMHY Tipearuieubsi. — Hamo Oyzer He 1rymeTb, 4ToObl POAUTENH HE MPUIILIH.

A1afa moKayasia rojioBOM, MOMpPAaBJIsisl ATMHHYIO 3aHABECh M OTPSIXUBASICh:

— Y MeHs1 Marn4ecKuil TaJIMCMaH MPOTHUB NPOCTYIIMBAHUS, PaJyC JEUCTBUS TOBOJIBHO OOb-
moi. — [Totom oceknnack: — HekpacuBo kak-to nonmydaercs. [1o MHe, Tak jrydrie Obl cKa3aTh MM BCe
OTKPBITO: OECCMEPTHBIE — ITO HE CEKPET M He TaiHa.

Jlepoii B OTBET OBICTPO 3aMOTaJIA TOJIOBOMA:

— Bl ciiimikom xopouio gymaere o 3eMisiHax. .. OHU He ONMYT.

JleByIiIKa TOJIbKO c1abo YyCMEXHYJIACh:

— Hy 151 Benp moHsiIa, — ¥ HaKOHeIl orisiaena komHaty: — Huuero ceGe! Kak 3to moxoxe
Ha HAaBUT'alTMUOHHBIC 3aJIbl TaM, B I/IMHepI/II/I!

— Tak Bam HpaBUTCSI? — TOYTH HE BEpsl CBOMM yIllam, podopmMoTasia JIepoil, moTynMBIIMCh. —
310 Acs Bce fienaina, He s, HO HJesi MOsi, KOHEUHO. ...

- HpaBIIa OYCHb HCILJIOXO, — ITPOJOJIKaAJIa YTBEPAUTEIILHO KUBATh OHA, OIJIAAbIBAsI TOHKUE 30J10-
THUCTbIC IITPUILIKY, pa3rPaHUUMBAIONINE CO3BE3IMs. — Y Bac COBceM Jpyrue Kaptol. U npyroe He6o.
Ox, na 310 *e ApKTyp!

— Hy na, — cornacunach neBouKa, MOAX0Asi OMvke U TOKe IVISAS Ha caMylo OOBIYHYIO C BHIY
OpaHkeBYIO 3Be3/1y. — A uto Takoe? — Jlepoil 1 cama He MOHsIIa, OTYEro TO BIPYT e YKOJIoIa peB-
HOCTb IIPY BUJE TOTO, KakK yJblOaeTcs Diiana. YiapldaeTcs Tak, Kak yIblOA0TCsl CTPAHHUKY TTPH BUIE
Yero-To POJHOTO, XOPOIIO 3HAKOMOTO.

— DTa 3Be3/a U ellle HECKOJIbKO HaXOASTCs BHE Hamlel raylakTuk. OHU JIereHJapHble CTPaXu
TPaHUIL: CIeIAT 3a TeM, Korja BeHepa HauHeT HaCTyIUIeHHE.

—To ectb? — TyT )€ HaxMypusack Jlepoii. — HacTyrienue — 3T0 B cMbICTE. . .

— la, y Hac uzeT BOiHa, — He 000pauMBasiCh KUBHYJIAa OeccMepTHast. — YK rofa Tpy Kak Ujer.
A BrIpovem, HaBepHOE, OHa Bceraa Oblia, — JOOABIIIA OHA yKE COBCEM ITTyXO0, U JEBOUKE JaKe TOKa-
3aJIOCh, UTO BCErja ropacjavBO BBIIPAMIICHHBIC IIJICYU IMTPUIICTIALIBI HEMHOI'O OITyCTHJIUCD.

— Oi1, mpocTuTe, — Ha caMoM Jiefie paccTpouiach Jlepoi, 3arisiipiBasi JeBYyIIIKe Yepes3 Iieyo,
HACKOJIBKO 3TO TO3BOJIsLI el pocT. — BoiiHa ¢ Benepoii. 1o Ta Benepa, uto TyT Henongaieky? — oHa
BHYTPEHHE IMOCTBIAWIACH OT CO6CTBCHHOFO «HETIOAAaJICKy>», HO OJOXAABIIUCh MOJIYAJIMBOIO YTBEpAU-
TEJIbHOTO KMBKA BCE ke Mpofokmia: — Kak Takas MasieHbKasl IIaHETKa MOXET ObITh YTPO30M ISt
LIEJION TaJTAKTUKHU ? DTO MPOCTO CMEITHO! — B CIIEAYIONIYIO CEKYH/Ty IEBOUKA YKe MosKaJiena, YTo 3aro-
BOpMJIa 00 3TOM, TIOTOMY 4TO DJUIajia Kak OyATO CHOBA O3Bepea.

— Moxer! IlpencraBp cebe, moxer! Bbl, 3eMisiHe, He TpeAcTaBlisgeTe, B KAKOM ONAaCHOM
MecTe HaxonuTech! ¥V BeHepbl KOJIOHMM Ha BCeX IUIaHEeTaX He TOJbKO Balllell 3BE3[HON CHCTEMBI,
HO 1 BO BceM MiieuHom [lyTtH, a Temepp 3Ta 3apa3a pacnpOCTpaHSETCs] U MO APYTMM TajlakTH-
KaM, HO HUKTO HUYETO HE OCJIA€T U HE MOXKET CACJIaTh, IOTOMY 4YTO €AUHCTBEHHAA, KTO CACPKUBAJI
Buibsimca, 3Ty notyio JMiieMepHYyIo TaIiHy, yMepia, ymepia yxe HaBceraa! — 6eccMepTHasi TOBO-
pUjIa TaKk TPOMKO M TaK MHOTO, YTO HE OCTaBAJIOCh COMHEHHIA: 3TO CIBIIIATA HE TOJIbKO POJUTEIH
Jlepoii, HO U Bce coced, eciy, KOHEUHO, TAIMCMaH He padoTasl UCTIPaBHO. A OHa MEXIY TeM Ipo-
nomkana: — A 3tot orons! Ilnams Tupo, mmams BoiHbI, OeacTBHiA U pa3pyuieHuii! Ero acts ectb
B KaXJIoM BouHe BeHepsl, 1 yeM Oosibilie KpOBU U OO BOKPYT, TeM CUJIbHEE KaXIbli U3 HUX! —
OHa BAPYT PE3KO 3aMOJTyasia, HeBUASIIUM B3IJISAOM CMOTPS KyAa-TO BIajlb CKBO3b Jlepoii u Tskeno
JIbIIIA.
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JleBouka cHavyana ObUIO MCITyTajach sIPOCTH JIBYXMETPOBOM OECCMEPTHOM, HO MOTOM YyBCTBA
TOJICKA3aJIH:

— ¥ Bac Tam KTO-TO yMep, /1a? — TUXO MPOroBOPHIIA OHA, ¥ 3pAUKH DJUTa bl B MUT PACIIV PUIIKCS,
B YIOp HarpaBJieHHble Ha 3eMJIsIHKY. Ha MomenT Jlepoil mokasanock, 4to 6eccMepTHas cefuac ee
yZIapuT. — Bl TOBOPHITH ITPO KOTO-TO, KTO MOT OCTAHOBUTH BeHepy, HO ymep. A npocrto nogymana. ..

— DT0 He TBOE JeN0, — OTpe3ala OHA, OTBOPAUMBAsCH. — [loueMy s1 OIKHA TOBOPUTH O TAKOM
C MEPBOI BCTPEYHOI1?

Jlepoii mpocTo noxara rieJyamu:

— Tloromy 4TO BBI, CKOpEe BCETO, — TOJI0C €€ HEMPOU3BOJIBHO JAPOTHYI, — CKOpee BCEro, BbI
OoJIbIIIe HUKOT/Ia MEHsI He YBUIMTE, U sl He Oyy OCY:KAaTh Bac Mepes] 3HAKOMbIMU M HE CMOTY HUKOMY
00 3TOM paccka3arb. HUKTO HUKOT/Ia HE y3HAeT, a BaM CTaHET Jierye.

Anana, Kaxercsi, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMJIACh TIOCJIE STHX CJIOB, OIVISIHYBIIKCH HA JEBOUKY, KOTOPast
Obl1a, HAaBepHOE, B TIOJIOBUHY HIKE Hee:

— Tb1 HEMIOXO pa3Odupaenibesi B TAKMX BeIax [UIsi CBOEro Bo3pacra. 51 umero B BUaLy, — TYT ke
OBICTPO TOIPABUJIACH OHA, — THI KE. ..

— CmeptHasi, — 3akoHuma 3a Hee Jlepoit. — [a, rynast cMeptHasi. YMpy ¥ HaBcerja ucuesHy,
Kak 1 He ObUIO, TIOKA BbI Oy/ieTe TBOPUThH UCTOPHIO U KHUTb.

— IIpoctu, — TYT *ke BBIJIOXHYJIA JIEBYIIIKA, MOPaKeHHAsT STUMH CJIOBAMH He XyXke apOaJieTHO!
crpenbl. — [IpaBia, U3BUHY, S HE 9TO MMena B BUAY... $1 3HAI0, KAKOBO 3TO, — OHA 350KO MOBEsa
IUIeYaMH, — 3HaTh, YTO yMpellb Oe3 crefa.

JleBouKka mpucesa Ha Kpaeliek KpoBaTH, IPUIJIACKB U TOCTHIO:

— Otkyaa BaM 3T0 3HaTh? — DJUiafa HEONpeIeJIeHHO KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOU. — AX, OMSATh CEKpeT!

— Her, He cekper, — THXO TpoIIeNTaga OHa, cafsach psagoM. Kakercs, XJMIIKUNA MaTpac Hof
Helt 1axe He nmporayscs. — [Ipocto He Mmoo 06 3TOM TOBOPUTH, — U OecCMepTHAsi BHOBb BEpHYJIACh
K OCMOTPY KOMHATHI. — ThI Tak JOOUIIIL KOCMOC? — HAKOHEI[ PeIInjach 3arOBOPUTh OHA, yKa3bIBast
Ha TbIJIbHBIE CTONKY aCTPOHOMHUYECKHUX aT/IaCcOB, SHIUKJIONEANN W KaJICHIApH.

Jlepoii, mpocnenoBaB 3a B3MISAOM T'OCTBY, MOTSIHYJIACh M HE 0€3 YCHJIMIA BBITSHYJIA TOJICTYIO
KHUTY, KOTOpast OblJTa TAKOW CKOpee M3-3a OOJIBIIOrO KOINYeCTBa KAPTHHOK.

— He Tonmpko xocMoc. {1 B npuHIMIe MoOM0 Bce Jajiekoe U HeoObdHOe, MpaBa. .. CThIIHO
MIPU3HATh, HO HUKOTIa He OblTa HUTZE, KPOME TOr0 Topoyia. Y poauTesiel HeT BOZMOKHOCTHU Ky/Ia-ToO
€3/IUTh, OHHU U TEJIECKOM-TO C TPYIOM Pa3Ao0bUIM: HA IeHb POXKICHUS TIOJIOKEHO, — IEBOUKA HUUYThb
HE TPYCTUJIA, IOKA FTOBOPHUJIA 9TO, OTHAKO €€ COOCTBEHHBIN IOJIOC MOKA3aJICs €l CO CTOPOHBI KaJTKUM.

Antaga ciylaia ee BIoTyXa, 3aBOPOKEHHO pas3IyisablBasi IBETHbIE WILTIOCTPAIMY 3BE3/1, XOTS
cama BUjeJIa 3TO BCe UyTh JIM He Kaxk/ bl ieHb. HaBepHOe, OHa HUKOT/IA HEe BUJIENa TAKUX IPKUX KHH-
XKEK, XOTsI TO U TIOHATHO: OecCMepTHBIE MPY KeJIAaHUM MOTYT 0OJIeTeTh BeCh MUP, TaK 3a4eM PUCO-
BaTh uT0-TO? U BCe ke ObUI0 3a0aBHO HAOJIO/IATh, KaK B3pOC/as JEeBYIIKA, BHIJISAEBIIas HAMHOTO
CTapIlie CBOEro HACTOSIIIETo (Cy/s MO MOBEACHHMIO) BO3PACTa, YBICUEHHO MEPETUCTHIBACT CTPAHUIIBI
JeTCKOU SHIIMKJIONIEIMU U BOJUT CyXMMU KWJTUCTBIMU TIAJIbIIaMU IO KapTrHKaM. Ho moTom 4to-To
OTBJIEKJIO ee:

— Ienb poxaeHusi? Tol ke MO MyTH CIOAa paccKasblBasa, YTo TeOe MOAAPUIN TEIECKOIT TOJIBKO
CETrOJIHsI, — OHA HEMHOTO TIOJIO3PUTENILHO MPUIIYPHJIACh, OTUETO €€ Y3KHE BBITSHYThIC I71a3a COBCEM
CKPBUTUCH TIOT KYCTUCTBIMU OPOBSIMHU.

— D10 MpaBna, — Hocrenmmia 0obsICHUTh Jlepoii, 60sich, Kak Obl €€ TOCThsl BHOBb HE MOTepsiia
JOBEPUTEJIbHBIN HACTPOW. — MBI KaXKblil TOT IPa3JHyeM JeHb POKAEHHUS. .. HY, TO €CTh B TOT JIeHb,
KOTJJa Mbl POAMJIMCh MHOTO JIeT Ha3al. Yl MpUHSATO JapuTh MOAAPKH.

— IIpocto 3a TO, 4TO TH ponmics? — r1aza OECCMEPTHOM TYT K€ OKPYIJIMIINCh, KaK ecd Obl
OOBIYHBIN YETOBEK BHE3AITHO CTOJIKHYJICS C HEH caMOU B IepeyJike. — XOpoIIo KUBeTe! — OHa CHOBa
Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMsI 3aMoJT4yajia, HO MOTOM BCe-TaKu CIIPOCHIIa: — A Tof — 3TO. ..

26



A. KameneBa. «ApTo — crath OecCMepTHOM»

— Ogun obopot Bokpyr ConHila, — 1axe He Jajia el 3aKOHUUTh JIepoi, Hajaesach, 4To MOTOM
HACTaHET U ee Ouepe/lb CIpaIIBaTh.

— Ha... Touno. 3ab6aBHO, KaK y Bac BCe CXOAUTCS K OJHOM IIIaHeTe, K OJHOM 3Be3/ie, K OMHOMY
rofy.

— A Tam?

— YV Hac B LIeHTpe raJIaKTUKHW HAXOIUTCS YTO-TO BPOJIE TMTAHTCKOM 3Be3/1bl. Hy, HaXommioch. . .
Ecnu HaseiBaTh 9TO Tak, TO 3TO camasi Oojblias 3Be31a Bo BeeneHnoit — Pukian. M mo Hemy Bce
Y OPUEHTUPOBATIHCH. HO MOTOM. .. — TYT DJu1aga mouyBCTBOBAJA, YTO CHOBA HATOHSIET TOCKY, M TYT e
TMOCTIEIINIIA 3aKOHYUTD: — B 00111em, He camble JIydiie BpeMeHa.

Jlepoii moHuMaroIe 3aKMBaja, YyBCTBYs, KaK UYTO-TO BHYTPH Y Hee OOJBHO CKaJIOCh B KOMOK
oT 9TuX cjoB. CKJIaJpIBAIOCh TAKOE OIIYILIEHUE, YTO Djiajia Yero-To He JOroBapuBajia, uto e mpo-
CTO MPHIILIOCH TIOKUHYTh POfIHBIE MecTa. To i1 oM ee pa3pyIiaioT, a MOXET, yKe pa3pyIluiu, TO J1
HEMPUSATHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS HE JIaBAJIU JIEBYIIIKE OCTABATHCS TaM.

— Pacckaxute MHe 0 OecCCMEpTHBIX M O BallleM MHpPE, — OCTOPOKHO TOMPOCHIIA OHA, HAJIESCh,
YTO TOCThSI BCE K€ BCIIOMHUT YTO-TO NPUSATHOE U3 CBOei nctopuu. U He ommbiack, moToMy 4To B 3TO
MTHOBEHHE B3IJIs1] OECCMEPTHOM MPOSICHEI.

— Thl... — OCTOPOKHO HayaIa OHa, — THI TTPAB/A XOUelllb 3HaTh? M mpocTo MoO0nbITHO?

— Ouens xouy! — Bcs B IpeIBKYILIEHUH BbIIOXHYJIa JIepoii, HepBHO Jieprasi Kpaid TeMHOM Ipo-
cThiHU. — $] Bcerna aymasia, 4to 3Halo BCe-BCe JIETEH Ibl,  TYT LIEJIbIil HOBBI MUD.

— Hy xoporto, — Driaga riry0oKo B310XHYIa, OyITO HOTPpykasiCh BCE JAJIbIIE U JTANIbIIE B UCTO-
PHIO CBOETO Hapofa. — §1 BRIPOC/Ia Ha STUX UCTOPHSIX, Ha CKA3KaX O BEJIMYMU NIEPBbIX OTHEH. A Terepb
UX YBUJIUIIG U THL. §] HE MacTep, HO KOe-4TO BCe e YMelo, — JIeBYIIIKa 3aKpbuia I71a3a.

N B sToT MOMeHT Jlepoii BApyr 3ameTmsia, Kak KOMHATa BOKPYI Havaja MOCTEIEHHO U3Me-
HATbCS. 3BE3/bl CTAIM eJie YIOBUMO MepLaTh WM MyJTbCUPOBATh Pa3HBIMHU IBETAMH, CO3BE3/IUS
oOpesu TIIyOuHY, ¥ TIOTION3/IM TI0 TIOBEPXHOCTH CTEH MaJleHbKHE TOUYKH-KOMETHI. JIIocTpa BHE3arHo
SIPKO BCIIBIXHYJIA, IPSIMO KaK HACTOSIIIIEE COJTHIIE, OCBETUB BCE CTEHBI M MeOelTb, HO. .. JIepoit orsiab-
BaJIaCh IIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU IJ1a3aMU: HUKAKOW MeOer BOKpYT He Ob10. He Obl10 BOOOIIIe HUYero,
TOJIBKO KocMoc. Cepatie Kak OyaTo crenano cansro! BoT mpoHOCHIIMCh MUMO TaIaKTUKK M TYMaHHO-
CTH, BCTIBIXMBAJIM M B3PbIBAJIMCH 3BE3/Ibl, & OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA ce0sl TaK, CJIOBHO BHIMTpasia B JIOTEPEIO,
Y TIpU3 B Hell — BTOpas *u3Hb. HUKAKMX CTEH W MpaBWII, Bce OMMOKY Tereph He MMETd 3HAYCHUS.
U cBoboma! Takasi, 0 KOTOPOH MUINYT B KHATaX U 32 KOTOPYIO MOTHOAIOT. . .

Jlepoii ormsiHyaach Ha CBOIO TOCTBIO, MOAJABASICh HEOKUIAHHOMY JKeJIaHUIO CKa3aTh 000 BCEM,
YTO ceivac ropesio y Hee BHYTPH: CKa3aTh «CMackO0» MPOCTO 3a TO, YTO Ta IMOCETHIIA 3eMJTI0, Moo0e-
11aTh, 4TO He 3a0yeT Diuiaay HUKoraa. Ho BMecTo AeByIKY ¢ HeaKKypaTHO 0Ope3aHHBIMU OWPI030-
BBIMH BOJIOCAMU OHA BHUJIEJA Tepes; cOO0H TOMBKO miaMsi. OHO MCKPUIIOCh, PACCHINANO CIIONIOXaMH,
CJIOBHO (periepBepK, 1 Kak OyATO HE UMEJIO IPaHHUIl U (POPMBI, XOTS I71a3a TIOBTOPSUIN, YTO 9TO HE TaK.
Uro-To MOACKa3bIBAIO: MUMO MPOHOCKIIACH BCs MCTOpHs BceneHHoM, a 6eccMepTHasi OCTaBasiach
HEU3MEHHOM, CyIIEeCTBYs Cpa3y U B MPOIILIOM, U B OyAyILEM.

— Tak T He yenoBeK! — efie CIBIIIHO MPOroBopuia Jlepoii, He OTphIBask B3IV OT OTHs, XOTS
TOT TaK ¥ HOPOBUJI OCJIETIUTh WJIH yIAPUTh TOKOM. — Thl — m1aMsi! A 3TO TeJIo pOCTO TBOSI TIOPbMA.
Ternepb-To 51 IOHUMAIO. . . — C/10Ba Kak Oy[ITO CaMU BBIPHIBAJIMCH, M 3TO KTO-TO APYTOi TOBOPHJI cerdac
3a Hee: — Diu1aga, Thl MEHS CIIBIIINIIIE ?

— 91 — oronb ManTH, niepsoe nuts Co3faresisi ¥ o3ToMy OOJIbIIIE BCEro MOXOX Ha HEro camoro.
S — OrOHB YKCTOM SHEPIUU, KOTOPAS M 3aCTABJISET STOT MUP U3MEHATHCS, 3BE3/bI IBUTAThCH, a Teja
YCTPEMJIATBCS BCJIEH 32 CO3HAHMEM CBOETO XO3SIMHA, — TOJIOC €€ Tereph 3ByYasl TOJBKO B MBICISX
Jlepoii, oTuero Ta He MoOIJIa Ia)e TOHATb, TOBOPUT MY)KUYMHA WJIM JKEHIIMHA, B3POCIBIA WK pede-
HOK. — Co3p1aTestb Jajl BceM pa3yMHbIM CYILECTBaM HEMPEOJ0IMMOe KeJlaHue CTPEMHUTBCS KO BCEMY
HOBOMY, a 51 — BO3MOXHOCTb JIeJIlaTh 9TO, — TOJIOC HA MIHOBEHHE 3aTHX, a MOC/e 3a3Byvall CHOBA,
Terepb oOparasich Toabko K Jlepoii: — TBOsI *KU3HB BCEro JIUIIh MIHOBEHUE, KaK U MCTOPHUS TBO-
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€ro Hapoja, HO 1 MOT'y TIOKa3aTh TeOe cgoro ¢ camoro Havajia. He GOMIIIbCS BEPHYTHCS B MPOIILIOE
K TOMy MOMEHTY, KOI/Ia 3aXIJIOCh BO BcesleHHOM caMoe mepBoe CO3HaHHUe, YacTh KOTOPOro Terephb
ecTb U B TeOe?

Jlepoii ObICTpO IMOKavaja rOJIOBOM, a MOTOM Kak MOXHO YTBEPOMTE/IbHEE 3aKMBaJia: YECTHO
MPU3HATh, OHA CTPYCHJIa, HO MIPOCTO HE MOIJIa MO3BOJIUTh CTPAaxy OTHATH Y ceOst BOBMOXKXHOCTb YBH-
J€Th CAMOT'0 IIEPBOrO CBOETO OTIIA.
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I'naBa 5

Ckaxy MHe, KaKoi TBOH OrOHb

— 51 xouy 3HaTh Bce! — YIMBHMBIINCH CBOEH HAIJIOCTH, Havasa Jlepoii. — Bbl roBopute, uto Oec-
cmepTHble co3aan Beenennyio... Kak? Kakue eme ectb oran? Otkyna Bbl nosiBuinch? OTKyna s
nosieuiack? [Touemy mbl 0 Bac He 3Haem? [Toyemy Bbl roBopute Ha HaiieM si3bike? [louemy Bbl Boto-
ere ¢ Benepoii?.. — OHa OCTaHOBMJIACHh OTIBIIATHCS, YTOOBI 3a/1aTh €I1le BOITPOCHI, HO ijiaja, easa
BBITIAJ1a TaKasi BO3MOKHOCTb, 3aTOBOPUJIA:

— OmHax b1, Ha 3ape MUpa, KOrjia He ObUIO ellle HU 3Be3]l, HU TUIAHET, MOSIBUJIOCh B Oymymien
BcenenHoii pazyMHOe CYIIIECTBO, KOTOPOE Hecsio B cebe CHITy CO3/1aBaTh CBET U 3aKUraTh CO3HAHME
B HEXKMBOM. 3axurarb Ayld. Ero 3a BHENIHIOI CXOXECTh HAa3BaJIM BIIOCJIEJCTBUM NEPBbIM OTHEM.
Co3snanue 310 OBUIO SIPKOE, CUSIIONIee U He UMeJIO TIOKa Tesia v (hOPMBbI, HO OHO OBLIIO €IMHCTBEHHBIM,
KTO B 3TOM OecKpailHeM MUpe UMell CBO€ CO3HAHUe, UMEeJT MbICIIU, XOTell JKUTb, CMOTPETb, CIyIIATh,
YyBCTBOBaTh, €My ObLJIO HEOE3Pa3IMUHO, YTO TBOPUTCS BOKPYT HETO, — DJuiajia, Ka3ajioch, yke cama
yBJIEKJIaCh CBOUM k€ paccka3oM, HO Jlepoil rmoka He pelanach HU4ero KOMMEHTUPOBaTh, C HEBe-
pueM ciyias ganbiie. — M Koraa oHo JieTano B IPOCTPAHCTBE CBOETO K€ pa3yma, TO OT HEero, Kak
OT OTHS$I, PaCCHINAIUCh CHOITBI BCIIBIMIEK. M 9TH BCIIBIIIKKA TOXKE OOPETaIn CIIOCOOHOCTh MBICIIUTD.
A Tak Kak co3HaHue caMo Mo cebe MOKET CyIIeCTBOBATh BEYHO, TO HAPOJI ITUX OTHEW Ha3BaJIM MO3kKe
«beccmepTHhIMU». Torga KocMoc ObLT ellle IPKUM, CJIIOBHO HeOeca, IOTOMY 4TO BCe BOKPYT OBbLIO
nuib B BooOpaxenun Cosnaresns. Kaxpiii HOBOPOKA€HHbI OTOHb HAXOIWII B ce0e TaJlaHT, pBEHME
K 4emMy-To.

Jlepoii Ha MrHOBEeHHE OTBJIEKJIACh: KOCMOC BOKPYT CTpeMUTeNIbHO MeHsiics. Bor Beenennas
YMEHBINAeTCcsl Bce OOJIbIIe ¥ OOJIbIIe, a BOT OHA YXe CTajla TAKOW MaJIeHbKOM, UTO YMECTUJIACh Obl
B JIQJIOHsAX. JIeBOUka He BblIEpXasla U MPOTSIHY/Ia 00e PYKH K KPOXOTHOMY MeplalomeMy o0JaKy,
BHYTPH KOTOPOT'O BpaIlaJIMCh FAJIAKTUKHU U KITyOUJTHCh PA3HOLIBETHBIE TYMAHHOCTH; JIUTIO €€ B TIOJTHOM
TEMHOTE OCBEIAIOCH JIUIIb STUM CTYCTKOM.

Jlepoii nopHeca BeeeHHyI0 4yTh OJIMKE K JIUILY, MBITASCh PACCMOTPETh XOTsI Obl IPUMEPHO,
rae HaxoauTcst Mneunslii [1yTh, ¥ cBeT 00J1aKa czienal ee rojioBy MoXokel Ha OyBaHUMK U3-3a PACITy-
IIeHHBIX Bojioc. Ho MOTOM JieBOYKa MOHsIIA, YTO OMIMOIAaCh: KOCMOC €llle He YMEHBIIWICS A0 KOHIIA,
a 9TO BCe — JIMIIIb MaJlasi ero 4acTh, B €€ PYKU CTPEMUTENIBHO JIETEIU BCe HOBBIE U HOBBIE 3BE3/IbI.
ITO CMOTPEJNIOCh TaK, KaK eC/id Obl OEHTAILCKHIA OrOHb WJIM CATIOT B3PBIBAIMCH HAOOOPOT, TOJIBKO
B ThICSIUY pa3 KpacuBee.

U BoT, KOrIIa 00J1AUKO CTAJIO Y3Ke HEBBIHOCUMO SIPKUM, a 3B€3]] BOKPYT MPOHOCKJIOCH YKe CIIUIII-
KOM MHOT'0, BCE 3TO pacrajioch, Kak ecu Obl KTO-TO YPOHWJI IAPUK KUAKOTO a30Ta, TOJIbKO OYEHb
onectsmmii. Ha MruoBenue B ronose y Jlepoii mponeciochk: «Kaxkercs, s1 pazouna Beenennyio!»,
XOTSI OHA W TIOHUMaJIa, YTO He CIIOCOOHA Ha Takoe Jlaxe pu3uuecku. Bokpyr BHE3amHoO cTajio OvYeHb
CBETJIO, a BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT «pa3OUBIIIEHcs» BceeHHOM, POILIbIBAIO MUMO JICBOYKH HETUIOTHOM
apiMKo#. [Toxosxe, YTO UMEHHO C 9TOro MecTa Havyasjach UCTopus!

Bort o6naka v cBeT HaYasIM OUeHb OBICTPO BpaIIaThCsl, 00pa3yst HeKoe Mmojooue cMepya 0e3 1eH-
Tpa, a MOTOM B ero cepeauHe Jlepoi BriepBbie yBuaena ezo. Oronb HeBeposATHOM Kpacotbl! HexHo-
30JIOTHCTHIM, OH HATIOMHMHAJI KUIISIIUA TYMaH WK ke OypiIsInyio BOAY U M3Jydal MATKOE Terioe
cusinue. Heyxenn sto u ectb Cozparens? [IeBouka 3aMepiia B HEpEIIUTEIbHOCTUA. YTO el Aenarb?
[To3nopoBatbest WM NOKJIOHUTbCsA? WMnu 1 To 1 Apyroe? BripoueM, HU TO HU JIpyroe OHa CleNiaTh
He ycrena, IOTOMY 4TO B CJIEYIOIIYI0 CEKYHy OTOHb IIPOHECCs yparaHoM Mumo Jlepoil, ycrpemuB-
IIUCh KYJa-TO B AaIb.
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Ho notom uro-to npousonuio: ot Co3naresns oTaAenuIach MaJleHbKask UCKpa, KOTOpast TYT ke
Havyaja MEHSTb IIBET.

«Cunnii!» — nogymana npo ceds Jlepoii, 1 4yTh He pacKpbula pOT OT IIOKAa: OTOHEK M MpaBaa
cras cuHuM! «KaskeTcs, sl TOJIbKO YTO MCHIOPTHJIA TPOIILIOe», — BHOBb ITPOHECIIOCH Y HEe B TOJIOBE,
XOTS IGBOYKA BCE TaK K€ MOHMMaJa, YTO HE MOXKET TOro clearh. TONbKO CIyCTsl MTHOBEHHE OHa
y3HaJla B HOBOM SHEPrUYHOM M OECIIOKOWHOM OTroHbKE IJIajy, a TeM BpeMEHEeM MOsBUIIACH elle
OJIHA UCKDA.

— 3eneHsblil! — yxe BCIyX IpoMKo rpousHecia Jlepoii. .. I Tyt Hauasnocs! OiHa 3a 1pyrou nosi-
JISUTMCh 1 MEHSUTM 1IBETa HOBBIE M HOBBIE UCKPBI, KaK OYITO KTO-TO Haxas KHOMKY «Ilyck», a moTom
BHE3AITHO Mcye3asn, OyaTo B epeMoTke. Bouapuiicst HacTosmmid xaoc.

Kaxnoe muiams pocio, u Bckope Jlepoii mouyBcTBOBaia ceds OJ0Xoi mocpean OyIIyIomero
[[BETHOTO OKeaHa: OECCMEpTHBIE CO3[AaBAIM BOMY, 3€MJIIO, TUIAHETHl W 3BE3/Ibl, CIIMBAJIKCH B OIHO
VI CXOIWIIUCH B MoeinHKe. HeKoTopele OrHM yracaiau HaBcerja, a HeKOTOpble POCH Bce OOJblIe,
u Tonbko Cozaaresb ObLT HEIBMKUM M CITYKHJI CKOpee (DOHOM Uil pas3bIrPhIBAIOIIEHCS UCTOPHUH.
JleBouKa MOvYyBCTBOBAJIA CMYTHO 3HAKOMYIO €l HEJTOBKOCTb.

— Ilouemy OH HUYEro He JenaeT? — TPOMKO OKJIMKHYJIA OHa DJIajy, ¢ OTYassHUeM Haouonas,
KaK B JIpake norac emie oquH oroHb. — OHHU ke ceiyac Bce yHUUTOXar!

Bnpouem, HeKOTOpble BElIH, KaXeTcsl, MPOUCXOIWIN Jake He Mo BHHE Boommx. [Ipocto
TUIaMsi SHEpruM DIIajbl ¥ 3eJIeHBI OrOHb, KOTOPBIH, TIOX03Ke, ObUT camuM Bpemenem, BMecTe oOpa-
30BJIU TAKYIO0 IPEMYYYI0 CMECh, UTO 3B€3/IbI U OT/IEJIbHBIC HEMOHSTHBIE BEIH MOSIBIISUIACH OyKBAIBHO
13 HUOTKY/Ia ¥ IIPOHOCUJIMCh MUMO OJIHU 3a ApyruMu. Jlepoii enBa He 3ammoIo KeaTol MOJTHUCH, |,
YyJIOM YBEPHYBIIKCh, OHA TOJIBKO TOIJa CyMeJsIa XOPOIIIEHbKO OIJISIEThCS.

C Kax10i CeKyH/I0M 3Ta OMTBA HAIOMUHAJIA HEYAEPKUMBIA TaHel| CEeBEPHOrO CHSHHMSI, a BCE
MOTOMY UTO C KaXJ0i CEKyHIOI CTaHOBUJIOCH Bee TeMHee. HakoHer Beenennas crana yronpHoO-4ep-
HOWU, cJIeJlaB BOMHY OTHEH BHellIHe elre Oosee yxkacHoi. Coznarens Oosnbiie He ObUTo BUAHO. Jlepoii
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CMEETCsI, HO CMeX TOT ObLT MOYTH McTeprueckuid. OHa UCITyranach IIBETHBIX
Buxpeii! Besp GeccMepTHBIE OTHU JEHCTBUTENIBHO HAIIOMUHAJIM BHEIITHE TIPOJIUTHIE Ha ee COOCTBEH-
Hble 000M IIBETHbIE KPacKu. BOT TONMBKO KaxJast U3 3THX KPacoK Kak OyATO MMesa CBOM XapakTep
Y CBOE YHHMKAJIbHOE «TOpeHHe». Y KakIou jaaxe Obul pasym! BOT TOJNBKO pasyMHOCTH He ObLIO.
A TO3TOMY KaXXAbli pa3, KOIja MUMO JEBOYKHM MPOJIETAIO HOBOE TIaMsl, OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA TOT e
’KMBOTHBIM yKac, Kak M IpU NepBoil Berpede ¢ magoi. Kak uro-to Bpone: «OHM MpeKpacHbl, OHU
YHUKAJIbHBI, HO OHU CEfYac pa3opByT MOIO IyIIy B KJIOUbSI, €C/IU 51 KM YeM-TO He ITOHPABIIIOCH».

Ho BHesanHo:

— Kpacnmiit! Kpachsiii! — nouemy-to B TOT MOMeHT Jlepoii 3T0 oKa3ajioch HEBEPOSTHO BaX-
HBIM. A TIOTOM Cpa3y ke MPOU3OIILIO HECKOJIBKO BeIlel: HOBOPOKIECHHbIN OTOHb ISWCTBUTEIBLHO ObLT
PYOMHOBO-KPACHBIM U TOCIIE HeJJaBHETO OyHCTBA KPACOK MPOCTO PaIoBa IJa3, HOTOMY YTO MOXOMMIT
yXe Ha yBepEeHHBIH CJie]] OT KUCTH, a He Ha TIPOJIUTYIO I'yailib. B To ke BpeMsi JeBOuKa BHOBb 3aMeTHJIa
Cozpnarensi «B TOJIE» CBOUX JIETEH, a Mepe]] HUM HECKOJIbKO (pUryp, CJIOBHO HE U3 3TOrO MUpa, —
uryp xuBoTHBIX. Bnepeau, kaxercs, — Jlepoii HaIpsiKEHHO MPHIITY PUJIACh — BPOJIE Kak Ol BOJIK.

Ho noTtom eii cHOBa MpHIIUIOCh OTBJIEYbCsI, TOTOMY UTO B Clle/lylolliee MrHOBeHHe YepHoTa Bee-
JIEHHOM 03apWJiach sipYaiilieil BCIIBIIIKOM. . .

Jlepoii pe3ko pacnaxHysna 11a3a 1 orisiiesiach: yTpo, KOMHATa, HUKOTO HeT. [lake He MbITasich
MPUITH B YYBCTBO TOC/IE BCEro, YTO OHA TOJIBKO YTO BUjena, Jlepoii ¢ pasmaxy cOpocuia Ha Mo
TOHKYIO CUTIIEBYIO IPOCTBIHIO «B Oa0YIIIKHH IIBETOYEK», KOTOPOU HAK PhIBAJIACH JIETOM, U TIO UHEPLIUH
cama CKaTWJIach Ha TOJI CJIEIOM 3a Held, OOJIbHO y/IapUBIIUCH FOJIOBOM, 3aTO OKOHYATEIbHO IMPOCHYB-
IIIUCh.

—Daga? — HeyBepeHHO M03BaJla OHa, YyBCTBYSI, UTO CelUac paciuiauyeTcsi OT pa304apOBaHMUSL.
310 Bce ObUT coH?! Bece — oT Teneckona g0 cMHel KOMeThI? «A MOXET, acTepou U MpaBjaa ymadm,
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Y Mbl BCE YMEPIIU, U 3TO MHE Ka)eTcsi?» — yxke ObUIO ¢ HaJiekK oM MogymMasa mpo cedst neBouka. Hy,
0 KpaiHel Mepe, 3TO 03HAYAIIO, YTO XOTh YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE BUEpa BCE JKE CITYUMIIOCh.

A B crenyloniee MraoeHue Jlepoil MenbkoM B3MIsiHYJAa Ha TyMOy, Tak M HPUIBHHYTYIO
K JIBEpU, CMAYHO BBIPYTajach IMOIMOJIAM C MOJIMTBAMH U pacIulakayiach Terepb YKe OT OOJMerdyeHus.
Ha BbIKpaIneHHON «KOCMHUYECKO» MOBEPXHOCTH JIeKAIO HEOONBIIIOe Cepo-OnpI030BOe Mepo.

— V@, cnaBa Coznaremo!
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I'maBa 6

He Ta, keM KakeTcs

Ha camom pene nonHsinack Jlepoit coBceM paHO: CONHIIE ellle 1axe He MOAHSIIOCh U3-3a TOpU-
30HTa. OHa He 6e3 Tpy/Ia BhIIIUIa U3 KOMHATHI (BCe-Taku TyMOa Y IBepy ObLjIa JIMIITHEN ) M Ha IIBITIOYKAX
npoOpasack Ha yJHILy, 3a4eM-TO IIPUXBATUB Iepo ¢ codoit. Booodie-To, Jlepoi Bcerna BecraBaia eine
10 BOCXO/1a CONHIIE Oe3 OMOIIY Oy/IMIbHUKA, KaK OyJTO ee BHYTPEHHUE Yachl UyBCTBOBAITU TIPUOITH-
JKEHHe PaccBeTa, HO ceiuac oHa pyraja ceOs Tak, CIOBHO IMpocrala Ao noiayaHs. Beap geBouka Bee-
TaK¥ MPOIYCTUJIa TOT MOMEHT, KOrja yiuia ijaja, a Ta Jaxe He YIOCYKUIach pa3OylIuTh XO35MKY.
U Bce-taku Jlepoii He pelnaiach 3UThCS Ha OECCMEPTHYIO, XOTS ObI IOTOMY, UTO Ta JeUCTBUTEIILHO
CYILIECTBOBAJIA M JaXe 1M03a00THIACh O TOM, YTOOBI 3eMJISTHKA TIOMHIJIA 00 STOM.

JleBouka repecekasia CyMepeuHble KOMHATBI, TJTYTIO YJIIOAsiCh CBOM MBICIISIM: DJUIaly TaK yAuB-
JISI710 TIpa3JHOBAHME BCEU ceMbell JHS POKAEHUs, HO OHA He 3HaJjia, YTO ecTh Ternepb Bo BecenenHom
KTO-TO, KTO TaK ke OyJeT pajl ee COOCTBEHHOMY CYIIECTBOBAaHMIO. [IyCTh 3TOT KTO-TO BCETO JIIIb
Jlepoii. ..

3BYYHO CITyCTUBLIKUCH 10 MIUPOKUM JEPEBSIHHBIM CTYTIEHbKAaM, OHa, KaK OOBIYHO, TTOJTHOH Ipy-
IbI0 BAOXHYJIA TPOXJIAAHbIN, Jaske XOMOJHbIA YTPEHHUI BO3YX, ellle He MPOrPeThIii JIyyaMH COJTHIIA.
Bce ke B ueThIpex cTeHax ObUIO He Tak CBeXO. [leBOUKa CBEpHYJIA K KaJIUTKe, He CJIMIITKOM-TO 0Opa-
111asi BHUMaHKe Ha KpacoTy JIETHEro cajia. A Bellb ee MaMa Bcerjia CJIe/iiia 3a TeM, YTOOBl Ha KITyM-
6ax ObUIM IIBETHI, TOSTOMY BBICA)KMBAJIA UX TaKUM 00pa30oM, YTO KOTJa YBSAAJIHM OIHH, TO B TO ke
BpeMsi ipyrue Tojbko 3anBetand. Ho Jlepoii yxe Tak mpUBBIKJIA K 9TOMY, YTO JIMIIL TIOTOM, CTaB
cTapiiie, MoHsIa, KaK MHOTO CHJT OBLJIO BJIOXKEHO (M He BCEI/ia ONPaB/IaHHO) €€ MaMOM B TOT CaJIUK.
Jlyuime copta (OpyKTOBBIX IEPEBbEB, POBHBIE TPOITMHKY U UAEATBHO MPOIOIOTHIE IPSAIKHU, KOTOPHIE,
MpaBjia, PeIKo JaBajii OOWJIBHBIA ypoxkail. Ho ropmocTeio Beeil ceMbr, HECOMHEHHO, ObLT PO30BBIi
KYCT, BBIPOCIIIHUIA BBIIIIE YEJIOBEYECKOTO0 pOCTa U BECHOW MOKPBIBABIIUICS POCCHIIBIO SIPKO-MAJIHO-
BbIX OYTOHOB, TaK YTO BECh JBOP HOPOBUII cpoTorpacpupoBaThes Ha ero poHe. [TomHuTCs, OTel Aaxke
KaK-TO B IIYTKY Mpejyiarai oparh 3a 31o AeHbru. OHUM CJI0BOM, Mama Jlepoii mpeBpaTuiia OOBIYHBIHI
JBOPUK B HACTOALIMU JIETHUN pail, HAYEM HE YCTYyNaBIIMK BCAKUM AadyaMm.

Ho ceftuac neBouka He 3aMedasa BCEro 3TOro, MOTOMY YTO TOJIOBa ee Oblla 3a0WTa MbIC-
JISIMH, COBEpILIEHHO JaieKuMu OT 3emuin. X0Ts1, HaBepHoe, Tak Obuio Beerna. Hy, mo kpaitneit mepe,
CKOJIBKO OHa ce0s1 TOMHMJIA, JIepoii Bceraa Oosibilie MHTEPECOBaIach 3B€3/1aMU U IaJIbHUMU MUPAMH,
a He TeM, YTO TBOPUTCS Y Hee MO HOCOM, U M3-3a TOTO MPOCIbLIa HEYKIIIOKEN U JKYTKO CTpaH-
HOW. W, Ha/1o MpU3HATH, 33/IyMaBIIUCh, OHA ICUCTBUTEILHO YaCTO CIIOTHIKAJIACH HITH OWJIach 000 UTO-
HUOY/Ib, HO BCE K€ HUKAK HE MOIJIa Ha3BaTh ceOs1 HEJIOBKOW. .. BOT, Harpumep, Acst XOpOIIIO pUco-
BaJla M Urpajia Ha My3bIKaJIbHBIX MHCTPYMEHTAX, HO 3aTO OHa, JIepoil, cama ciesnaa Ty JIIOCTpY B BUjIe
COJTHIIA, cOOpaJia TeJIECKOIT U BCEer/ia YMHUIIA UM OOEHM BEJIOCHIIE/IBI.

Bbax!

— Afi... Yrob Tebs1! — neBovka MpHUHSIIACh YCHIIEHHO PacTHPaTh, Tjie OOJeNO: 3ayMaBIIIUCh,
OHA CUJIbHO BPE3aJlach B OCTABJICHHBIE OTKPHITBIMU KEM-TO U3 COCE/IEH 3elIeHbIe KeJIe3HbIE BOPOTA.

— A 4 Bcerjia roBOpHJIa, YTO PyKU y TeOsI U3 TOrO MeCTa, a TOJIOBBI, YTOOBI MU YIIPABJIATS,
HeT! — He3aMeVIMTEIIbHO TOCIBIIIAJICS Y Hee U3-3a CIIUHBI 3HAKOMBIi rojioc. — Hy Thl 3Haelb. .. oHa
CJTUIIIKOM JJAJIEKO, a BEpHEe, BBICOKO OT HUX.

— A Tebe Obl yke He Meliano OOHOBHTS 3ariac IyTOK, — Mepeapa3HuBast OIPYTy, MaprupoBaia
Jlepoii. — Hy Tl 3Haellb. .. OHU YK€ CIUIIKOM YCTapesu, — 3aMETUB TYT ke MepeMEHUBILIEECs JIUIO0
Acn, Jlepoii nocrieniHo cbaBuiia ToH: — B cMmbicie, Moria Obl M IOCOYYBCTBOBATH !
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— IonoposkHUK IPUIIOKU, — 3aKaTWIa IJ1a3a Ta, B 3TO BpeMsl nperpaaus Jlepoi myTs. — A Kyna
3TO ThI coOpastack? $1 ceromHs cnenuanbHO BCTajla paHbllle U BCe BHENA: MHOIUIAHETSHKA yJleTena.
W BooOIIIEe, HE HYKHBI HAM TYT YIIACThIE MPUIIENBIIBI C KOMBITAMHU.

Jlepoii He cMorIIa ciepKaTh SMOLMIA: CJIe3bl OO/l M Pa304apOBaHUs CAMU BBICTYIMIN HA IJ1a-
3ax. OHa BCXJIMITHYJIA:

— 3auem TH Tak? — Jlepoii OoTBepHYyJach, KpaeM KypTKH, KOTOPYI0 OHa HaOpOCWa MOBEepX
BBICOXIIIEH 32 HOYb OZICXK/IbI, TIHITASICh BBITEPETH I71a3a. Ho, Kak Bcerna, rpycTh Opania Haj Hell Bepx,
BOT M ceiluac OHa COBCEM paspeBesiach: — T-Thl ke 3Haelllb, YTO KOCMOC Bceraa Obl-ObUl MOeit
eIMHCTBEHHOUM MeuToi! Mo-Mora Obl ¥ IPOMOJTYATh WU TIO-TIOMOYb MHE... — JIepoii OTTONKHYIa
TMOZIPYTY, JIUIIO KOTOPOU pa30M MOTEPSIIO CBOM OOBIYHBIN CApKACTUYECKHIA BT — T-Thl OeCUyBCTBEH-
Hoe O-OpeBHO!

Acs elrie HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi 0e3y4acTHO CMOTpeia el BCJe/l, pelasich, a IOTOM 3a Iapy CEKyH/
JOTHAJIA, MMOJHAB 00JIaKO MbUTM Ha He3aacha bTHPOBAHHOM JIOpore, M pe3K0 pa3BepHyJa K cede:

— 3Haelb, moyemMy s 3T0 jenai?! — nmouT npoiunena oHa. — [Iotomy 4TO 3HaK, YeM 3TO
3akoHunTcs! [Totomy 4TO 51 me6s xopomo 3Haio! Tl yIeTUIIIb. . . ¥ yJeTHIIb HAaBCera, a s. .. S moomo
CBOIO JKM3Hb, U HE TIOHUMAIO, TIOUEMY ThI He JTI0OUIIb cBOI0. [TocMOTpH Ha 3TO MecTO, — OHa MaxHyJIa
PYKOH, — 3TOT TOpOI, APKH, CKBEPBI, COCEACKUE CaJbl, TTIe MOXHO BOPOBATh A0PUKOCHI, TOPTOBBIE
HEeHTpHI. .. Y Tebe aToro Mano? A TBosi cembsi? A MeHs Tebe He KaIKo?

— A TBI U3-32 COOCTBEHHOTO... STOM3Ma rOTOBA OTHATb Y MEHsI MeuTy, — KaK MOXHO Oosee
TBEPIO NMporyHaocuia Jlepoit, OTBOpauMBasich OT KAPTUHBI X TUXOH YJIUIIbI, HA KOTOPYIO yKa3bIBaja
Acs. Yro e 911 cajipl ¥ IUIOIMIAIN, KOT/a 3a TipejieiaMu ee ropoja mebiid Mup? KoHeuHo, ona Oyner
CKy4Yarth 1o Mame, narie u 1o Ace. [Toxainyii, 3T jiioau ObLTM €TMHCTBEHHBIMU €€ HACTOSIIIIUMM JPY-
3bsiMu. Ho ceftuac Jlepoii Oblia Tak paccTpoeHa, 4To U 00 9TOM JAymaTh He XoTesa: — Acsl, He MbITancs
JABUTDb Ha KaJIOCThb. §l Bce paBHO HaWy Diuiaay.

W ona MenieHHO TOIIeNach KyJa-To B KOHEIl YJIMIIbI, OTKyJa OOBIYHO CMOTpeJIa Ha PaccBeT,
XOTSl ¥ IPEKPACHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO 9TO HMYEro He JacT. MBICIM BOPOYAIUCH B TOJIOBE MEUICHHO. . .
T'opon B 3T0 Bpemsi ObLI ertie mycT. [ 1a3a cmmnaimch: HaBepHOe, 32 BCIO HOUb JIEBOYKA MTPOCTIaia BCEro
napy yacoB. Jlepoit HaxMypuiach, yTPEeHHHUI BETEPOK HEMPHUATHO XOJOIVI MOKPBIE OT CJie3 IEKH.

[Nonpyra ToTyYac e MonbITaNach OTBJIEYb IEBOYKY OT MPaYHbIX MBICJIeH: Bce-Taku Jlepoil Heva-
CTO BBIXOIWIIA U3 ceOs1, 0cOOSHHO mpH Hell. HaBepHoe, TbITanach ObITh TEPHEIMBON PSIOM C IIOCTO-
SIHHO BHEIIIHE YeM-TO HeJIOBOJIbHON Acel.

— S1 Bugena, 4to UHO. .. DJIa/ia BhUIETANIA U3 TBOEW KOMHATHI, — OU€Hb OCTOPOKHO Havasia Acs,
1 OBUIO BUJ/IHO, YTO OHA UYBCTBYET ce0sl HEJIOBKO PsIOM ¢ 0OBIYHO Beerya Beceson Jlepoit. — O uem
ropopun?

UYro-To B Tpyau OOJIBHO €KHYJIO MPU 3TOM BOIPOCE, CJIOBO CEpille HA MIHOBEHHE BHIOMIIOCH
u3 put™a. Ta 6opbOa 1 KMBOCTh BUICHUS] HUKAK HE COYETATIICH C OE3MOJIBUEM 3arOpPOJHON YJIOUKH,
ceilyac po30BaToi OT PACCBETHBIX JIy4eH.

Ot pazmymuii Jlepoit ouHysach, TOJBKO KOTIa MOApYyra Mpuiepxkaia ee 3a Iiedo, 4ToObl Ta
HE Bpe3aJiach B CTOJO.

—M? A, oHa noka3zaja MHe HCTOPHUIO CBOEro Hapojia, — HeBHATHO Tpodopmorana Jlepoit. — Ox,
THI OBI BUAENA, 4TO DJIIaga MOKET!

Obe moapyru HakOHeI[ BBHIIUIM K MECTy Ha XOJIMe, OTKYyIa OTKPBIBAJICS HEBEPOSITHBIA BHUJ
Ha pacceeT, U Jlepoil BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBAJIA MPWJIMB CHJI, KaK OyITO BMECTE C MEpPBBIMU JIyYaMU
COJTHIIA C HEH 3arOBOPUJI CAaMblid CTapIINI OroHb. — TaM Bee ObUIO TaK MO-HACTOSIIEMY, U. .. ¥ KOCMOC!
A cama Diaga? Tel 3Haa, YTO OHA W TTpaBaa oroHb sHeprumn? [IpaBna s 3a0bl1a, Kak OH HA3bIBAETCS.

Acsl BHEIlIHe HUKAK He OTpearnpoBajia Ha BOCTOPKEHHBIE BO3IJIACH TIOAPYTH U YCTAJIO TIpHCEia
Ha KOPTOUKH, MPUKPHIB IM1a3a. [loxoke, OHa Toke HE crajia BCI0 HOUYb, CTOpoXa M Habmonas. Kro
3HAET, KaKKe TapaKkaHbl TIOCEIIAHU ee TOJIOBY B 3TOT pa3? OrHeHHBbIE JIyYH MPUSATHO COrPEBAIU KOKY,
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Y XOTeJIOCh criath. JKuTenum npuroposa nocTeneHHo BCTaBaIU: CHAYala CTAPUKH, a IOTOM U Te, KOMY
HaJI0 OBUIO Jae JIETOM MITH Ha padoTy.

— TMonum? — Acst HakoHell 3acTaBujIa ceOsl POCHYTHCS U MEJUICHHO TOIHSIACh HA HOTH. —
Kcratm, ToI 3Haa, 9TO y TEOS OT CONHIIA IV1a3a OPAHKEBHIM OTCBEUYMBAIOT?

Jlepoii TOJIBKO IPyCTHO B3JOXHYJ/Ia B OTBET U BSUIO MOTUIENIACh BCJIE 3a Mopyroil. Tombko nouas
70 BOPOT CBOETO JIBOPA, OHA MO3BOJIMIIA ceOe TOPECTHO BCXJIUITHYT:

— [IpencraButesir BHE3EMHON IIMBUIIM3AIMHU, Acsl, TOHUMAaelb?! Bee yueHble qecAaTuieTusMu
UINYT XW3Hb HA JPYTUX IUIAHEeTaX, a Diuiaaa Obuta mpsMo 37ech! Ham Tak CHIIBHO MOBE3JIO, U MBI
YIIyCTUJIM CBOW IlIAHC!

Ta ycrasno ynsiOHymachk 1 OATONKHYIA Jlepoii Briepe:

— Ilanc Ha yTO, Jlep? TeOs Obl TaM kAajia COBEPIICHHO Apyras KU3Hb, U He (PaKT, YTO cYACT-
JMBas.

Ho ne ycnena Jlepoit fake BMacTh B AGMPECCHUIO 1O TIOBOAY TOTO, KaK BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb
OyzeT BCIIOMUHATH O TOM Beuepe, Kak OTell C opora pa3pelni CUTYaIHIo:

— O, yxe BepHyJ1ach? — HA MTHOBEHHE JIEBOYKA MOTPY3UJIach B TEMHOTY M TOJIBKO CITYCTSI MTHO-
BEHME TIOHSUIA, YTO Tara MpoCTO HAIENWJI el Ha TOJIOBY MaHAMKY, a TOTOM ellle U CYHYJI JKeJIe3HYI0
MUCKY B pyKH: — Tak, pa3 Tbl y HaC camasi HecTisiasi, TO MPOUANCh-Ka U COOEPU CMOPOIUHBL.

«Boo0rie-To s Kak pa3 codupanach MONTH MOCTIATh HEMHOTO», — XOTeJ1a ObUIO BO3Pa3UTh OHa,
HO OTeIl YK€ BHITOJIKAJI €€ Ha YIIUILY.

— Hy, eciu Th1 HacTamBaenib, — ckopee cebe, yeM KOMY-TO elle MpoOopMoTaia JeBOYKA,
HE CrIela CIyCTHIIACh MO CTYNEHbKaM BO IBOP U HAIIPAaBWJIACH MPSIMO K HYKHBIM KYCTaM.

Ho enpa Jlepoii okuHya B31J1J0M MUPHBIN COJTHEYHBIN ABOPUK U LIBETYIIE KYCTHI U IEPEBbS,
Kak CJie3bl CHOBA CaMU 10 ceOe MOKATWIIKMCh U3 TJIa3, U OHA TIOYTH BCIIEMYIO MPUHSIACh TOPCTAMU
BMECTE C JICThSIMU CPbIBATh KPYITHbIE TEMHBIE SITOJIBI.

Hy u xem ona Oyznet pa6orars? [TyTeriecTBoBath OOJbIIE HE XOTEIOCh: BCETO OfIHA IJTAHETA, YTO
TyT cMoTpeTh. KocmMoc? Ho mpy BceX ceroqHsImHIX TEXHOMIOTUSIX OHA 3a BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb HE O0JIETUT
naxe Tpetb Miieunoro [Tytu! Ocraercs TonbKo ckydHasi pabota B cepoM oduce, Korja HeHABUIUIIIb
KaX[Iplil CBOM paOO4Mid JIeHb.

I'pomko xumomnast HocoM, Jlepoit HeOXOTHO MOAHSIACH Ha HOTH, YTOOBI MEPENTH K CIESAYOIEMY
KYyCTy, HO PyKH IpPeAaTeIbCKy IPOTHYJIH, U MHCKA C SITOfIaMHU ToJieTeNa Ha 3eMumio. TyT yK JeBOYKa
B KOHEII PACKHMCJIa ¥ 3aKPbUIa JIUIIO JIaJOHSIMHU.

— ¥, ThI Yero 31o? — MOCIBIIIAJICSA 3HAKOMBIN JKUBOM, XOTh U TPYOOBATHIH TOJIOC.

— A-a-a! — pacTonTaB MoJOBUHY COOpPAHHBIX €10 K€ SrOJ M CJIOMaB HECKOJIBKO BeTBel, Jlepoit
KyOapeM nepeJieTesa Ha APYryio CTOPOHY MPsIMO Yepes3 3apOCIIH.

[Noutyn cpasy ke MOCHBIIAICS TPOMKUI OTPBHIBUCTBIA CMeX: Dijlafa, He UMesl MaHep Jie/u,
XOXOTaJla BO BECh POT, YIEPIIUCh PyKaMH B KOJICHKH.

— OTHbIHE MOE JIIOOMMOE 3aHSTHE — MyraTh UCKp, — €Jie CMOIJIa BBIIABUTh OHA. — [loBepHUTh
HE MOTY, 4TO Bbl Takie HexxHble! Cpa3y BUIHO, YTO BOMH HE BUJEIIM.

— Boo01ie-To, oHM M y Hac ObLIM, — HEBIIOMA[, TposieneTasna Jlepoii, ceB Ha BIaXHYIO pa3phiX-
JIHHYIO 3eMJTIO, M aKKypaTHO TornpaBuia naHaMky. Ho nmotom onomuuiiack: — Tel BepHynach! boxe,
s tak paaa! Ho nmouemy?

Ta HeomnpeseNeHHO TMOXaja IJledaMu, M ObUIO BUIHO, YTO OEcCMepTHasi CTapaercsi YWTH
OT OTBeTa:

— Hy, HeBe:xmMBO nosyuumsiock. § He monpolnanack U He nmodjaarogapuia 3a Bce, — TyT YabIOKa
Ha ee Jimie HeMHoro noyracia. — [a... Tel 3acHyna nocpenu moeit ucropuu. He gymana, 4ro tak
CKYYHO PacCKa3bIBaIo.

— UYro BbI? Het! — nocnieniHo 3aTpsiciia rosoBoii Jlepoii, mogHUMasich Ha HOTH M OTPSIXUBAsICh. —
VY MeHs1 HUKOr/Ia He ObUIO TAKOTO JKMBOTO CHA. 3HaeTe, 0OBIYHO BCE TAK TYMAHHO: KaKUe-TO 00pasbl
Y CUTYalluM, a CETOIHS s YBUJIeNIa BCIO MCTOPUI0 OECCMEPTHBIX U JIaXe MouyBcTBOBaa! — JleBouka
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BEpHYJIach K cOOpY SIrofi, HO KpaeM IJ1a3a Bce ke Clequia 3a peakiuen 6eccmepTHou. Ta ke oTpea-
TMpOBaJIa HEOKUIAHHO:

—Ilorogu-ka. Bunenne? Hacrosimee? O-0-0-0, — Diuiaa ckana Kylaku, HO OT BOCTOPra, U 4y Thb
He 3alpbirajia Ha MecTe, Kak MajieHbKasi IeBouKa. Jlepoi yxe ycriesa OlleHUTh, HACKOJIbKO ee HOBast
3HaKOMasi ObUIa SMOIMOHAIBHOM, TIO3TOMY JIaKe He YIBIOHY/ack. — $1 XxoTesna TONbKO 3Be3/bl OIBH-
raTb, ymMasa, OoJIbIIe HIUEero He CMOry, HO. .. [Toxoxke, 4To y MeHsI MOTyYHIOCh COTBOPUTH BUIICHHUE.
Moe niepBoe Hacrosiiee BuaeHue! Ypa!

Jlepoii B3nepHys1a OpOBH: YTO-TO TYT HE CXOAUIIOCH.

— Bbl Bejb BHI3BIBI MOJTHUH €I1Ie BYepa BEUYEPOM, — OCTOPOKHO Havasla OHA, MOBOPAYMBASICh
K CHSIIOIIEH B IPSIMOM U IIEPEHOCHOM CMBICIIE COOeCeTHHMIIE.

— la-51a, — CHUCXOIUTENBHO 3aKMBajia DIIaja, CaisCh PsiioM, U OT CYACThsI MPUHSLIIACH TIOMO-
raThb, CpblBasi B TOM UYHCJIE COBCEM elle 3ejeHble roapl. — Ho moHmnmaers, oronb 6ecCMepTHOTO 3TO
TeOe He POCTO MOJTHUU MeTaTh. OTOHb U 51 — 3TO OIHO U TO XK€, TOUHEe, 51 U €CTh OTOHb, KaK ThI
MOMHHMIIIb. §I TOMKHA CO3[aBaTh SHEPrUio, KOTOpasi HUKyAa OecclieHO He rcue3aeT u OyJeT UMeTh
BJIACTb HaJl BCEM BO BcesleHHOW. A 3TO HEBEPOSITHO CIOKHO. .. — TyT Diiajja Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3alHy-
J1ach, Kak Oy/ITO caMa He 3HaJla, Kak JIydlie ckaszaTb: — Hy, moHumaenis. .. YToObI XOpOIIIO yIpaBisTh
9THM OTHEM, $1 I0JKHA TIPEX/Ie BCEr0 XOPOIIIO U3YyUUTh camy ceOst. A MHE 3TO IIJIOXO JTaeTCsl.

— Kcrarn, kak u cO6op cMopoauHbl. SIrofpl HA0 TOJMBKO YepHbIE CPHIBATh, — U JIepoii yIblOHy-
J1ach, 3AMETHB, KaK HECKOJIbKO Pa3 Ha Mapy CeKyH/ U3MEHUJIOCh BHIPaKEHHE JIUIA €€ TOCThY.

— Jla g ux TyT OoJbllle He BHXKY! — BOSMYTHIACh DjUlaja, MOAHSBIIMCH HA HOCKU. — Kakas
pa3HUIIA, KaKylo TpaBy ecTb? BOT yk MeXy HUIMU TOYHO Pa3HUIIBI HET.

— Hano mox xKyctom cMOTpeTh, — TyT y& NpHIuia ouepens Jlepoit ObITh CHUCXOANTEILHOR. —
A B0oOOIIIE, YepHas — crnaakas. Tel coBceM 4To Jii (PPyKTOB HE elllb?

— Bol — netv 3emi1u, a s — qUTs OrHA. Bl eiuTe TpaBy, a MHE HyXKHA JBMKYILASICS] SHEPrus, —
MOYTH FOP/I0 MPOTOBOpHJIa OecCMEPTHAsS U TYT K€ T0Jie3/1a TITyOKe B KyCTHI.

Jlepoii B OTBET TONBKO (PBIPKHYJIA:

— Eciu Th1, THITA, «60T», /12 eie 1 00T Hepruu, To 3a4eM TeOe JbIaTh, CraTh U ecTh? A CMO-
ponuHy norpoOyi, — JIepoii 1 cama CyHyJa B pOT TOPCTh CHIIBHO MAXHYIIHX IAPUKOB BMECTE C 3aCy-
[IIEHHBIMU KOHIIAMH.

— [la ecTb He MHE Ha/I0, a €My, — TEPIIEIMBO OTBeYaIa DIaja, MOXJIONaB cedsl Mo KUBOTY. —
Korga 6eccMepTHBIX 3aKJIIOUMIIM B TeJla, TO OAMH U3 HAC MPEJIOKUT AaTh TelaM HEKOTOphIE UyB-
CTBa M TIOTPEOHOCTU OOBIYHBIX CYIIEeCTB. Harpumep, 4yBCTBO OO TOBOPUT HaM, KOT/Ia TeIy TPO-
3UT OMACHOCTh TIOTMOHYTb, a €CJIM Tesla He OyJeT, TO OrOHb BHIPBETCS] HapyXy... Hy U K Tomy xe
YyBCTBa MOMOTAIOT JIyyllle MOHATh Apyrux. Hy, B cMbIciie ObITh HE TAKMMU XOJIOAHBIMHM, YTO JIH. .. —
OHa 3aJyMYrBO CMsiJ1a MEXKAY Majibl[aMi CMOPOAVMHKY U TeNepb HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpEJIa Ha SIPKHIA COK,
TNiepenavkaBIImi eil Bce pyKH. — Tak CTpaHHO TOBOPHUTH O XOJIOfIE, KOTIa MMeelllb B BU/Ly OTOHb, 1a?
Hy u BooO1iie, 6eccMepTHBIM, HABEPHOE, HAIOEAAET CTOJIBKO JIET CUIETh B STOW TIOpPbME, BOT U pa3-
BJIEKAIOTCS YyBCTBAMH, KaK MOTYT.

— HaBepHoe? — Jlepoii TyT ke yJIOBWIA U3MEHEHU s B Tosioce Diuiaabl. — Ho pa3se Bb He. ..

— M= Gobilie Bcero JIIoOMM YTO-HUOYIb TIPSTHOE U JKTydee, — cpa3y ke MpepBajia ee Ta, yepes
CUJTy yIBIOHYBIIMCH. — HO HUKaK He TpaBy. 3Haelllb, HEKOTOPbIE KOPOJIH IJIATST MaraM U TOProBIiaM
OrpPOMHBIE EHBI'!, TOJIBKO YTOOBI T€ JJOCTATM MM TAKHX TIPUITPAB WA HAJIOKUIIM HYKHOE 3aKJIMHAHHE
s BKyca. Hy u 11 3amaxa toxe. X, Buaea Ol MUTpar, Kak Mbl 3aHUMAeMCsl 3TOH epyHIOM.

— Murpart?

— Hy nma, — npocro oto3Banace dmiaaa, Bo3Bpaniasich K padore. — Tak Hazan Co3paresns nep-
BOE CBOE TeJO, HY BOT UMs U 3aKpenuiock. [Torom, korga 3to Tesio ymepio, cam Co3piatenb noTepsii
naMsTh. OrHU XOTeNIW 3TO MCHPaBHUTh, HO APT CKazal, 4to OyJeT Jiydille, eCJIi HOBOE Teslo OyaeT
HAYMHATh JUTSl KQKIOTO M3 HAC HOBYIO JXHM3Hb, TaK YTO Terleph Bce OECCMEpPTHBIE TEPSIOT MaMsITh,
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KOTJa 3aHOBO Tepepoxaiotcsi B pedenka. Hy a teno Cosparens cranu HazsiBaTh MUTpaTOM, MOKa
TOT eltie ObUT MPEKHKM. . .

Jlepoii cHOBa MouYyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO Ha Hee cBajiWjach ropa uHgopmauuun. Kro takonn Aprt?
3auem nepepoxaaThes B pedeHka? PasBe, Korga oiHO TeJI0 yMHUpPAeT, OrOHb HA MTHOBEHHUE HE BbIPbI-
BaeTCsl HApyKy, IMoKa He co3aact HoBoe? Ho BMecTe 3Toro cripocuia:

— Taxk 3auem THI BepHysack? B cMbicrie, s paga stomy, 6e3ymHo panga. Hy a Bce-taku?

An1afa BHOBb 3aMsLIach, CTApATENIbHO OTBOMS B3IJISAL.

— Bupumis i, imniepust notepsiia oqHOTo cBoero 6eccMeptHoro. OueHb BaKHOTO OeccMepT-
Horo. [Ipyrue aymaior, 4To OH MOKHHYJI MHP [0 JIYYIIHNX BpeMeH, HO 51 He Bepio, OTOMY 4To 6e3
HEro 3TOT caMblil Mup Obl Toru®. OH He MOT TIPOCTO YUTH, HE UMEJI MTPaBa, — 3aMETUB TIPUCTAJIBHBIN
B3mAn Jlepoii, beccmepTHast HakoHel[ packosonack: — Ox, Hy xopomo! Haneroch, 4to Tebe MOKHO
BepuTh. B o0rieM, f1a... Mul iotepsimn Co3narers.

— Yero? — He 3aayMaBIINCh, TPOMKO BOCKJIMKHYA Jlepoit. — B cMmeiciie norepsiin? Kak ero
BOOOIIIE MOXHO OBUIO MOTEPSITH?

— A 4ero Tel Ha MEHs KpUYMILb? — TaK ke POMKO OTBETWJIA el Ditaja. — 51 ke B 93TOM He... —
HO TIOTOM BHE3aITHO PEe3KO 3aMOojIyasia, CHOBA TYIO IMIsAs mepen codoi. — [Ja BooOIe-To HUKTO,
KpOME Hero, ¥ He BUHOBAT... — Vl OHa OTBepHY/ach, CKaB PYKH B KYJIAKH TaK, YTO OHU 3aCBETHUJIHChH
OoJIbIIe OOBIYHOTO.

— DJuaga, — OCTOPOXKHO Hauyasa Jlepoi, MonbITaBIIUCh MOJIOKUTh €l PyKYy Ha IUIe4o, HO Ta
PE3KO JIepHYJIach B CTOPOHY, KaK JMKOE KMBOTHOE. A 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT 3arOBOpPHJIA CHOBA
[JIyXUM M JPOXKAIIUM TOJIOCOM:

— 41 Torma v mogymarh He MOIJIa, YTO STHUM BCE 3aKOHUMTCS. 3Haelllb, 1 yKe Mapy JieT Iy
HOBOro MuTpara, HO yke HauMHalo Jymarh, yto Co3aaresb CHOBA yIed U3 3TOr0 MUpPa WM YTO-TO
B 9TOM poze. Kak on mor Bcex Hac 6pocuts?! U xoTs mocneqHee BpeMsi OH COBCeM He ObUT IMOXO0XK
Ha TOTO TEIUIOTO OTIA U3 JIETeH/I, HO BCe e s He Aymasa HUKorja!.. — Diuiaga HEeMHOTO IoMorJaa,
a MOTOM TPOJOJIKIIIA yke Oosee CIOKOMHO: — U BOT 51 myTelecTByio o BeeneHHoM, Haesch HalTu
ee Wi ero... [la kakas pazauna?! XoTb KOro-HUOY/Ib, KTO MPEKPaTUiI Obl TO, YTO TBOPUTCS celvac
B Mmniepun. Ho Bce Ge3ycrientHo. KoHeuHO, 51 He MPOCTO TaK MIIy: MPUXBATUIA OJHY Belllb, KOTOpast
MoxeT noModb. HaBepHoe. Hy u 4yThe mbITatoch NpuMeHUTh. Beab BCe, 4TO €CTh, TAK WIM MUHAYe
corBopus Coznarenb, Tak? A 3HAYMT $1, KaK €ro J04b, MOTY TIOYYBCTBOBATh... A, jagHo! Bee 310
TaK ryno!

— 3HauuT, TOro orus OoJble HeT? — THXO crpocuia Jlepoi, Toxke OTBOAA B3MIAA. — beo-
3osororo? — W B3g0XHYyNa, Korjaa OeccMepTHas MoKavasia rojioBOu.

Ceitvac Diaga BHITJIAAENA €Il CTapIiie: JIMIO MPavyHoe, OpOBU HAXMYPEHBI.

— W ecnu ta TemMHas urypa, KOTOpyIo Thl BUjie1a BUepa, HaiieT HoBoro Murpara repBoi, To
BceMy KoHell. OH Be/ib He ITOCTOSIHHO KUBET B HateMm Mupe. [Ipuxonut, Tosbko Koraa ero BeeneHHoi
HY)XHa TIOMOIIIb, HO B 3TOT pa3, KOrja MpHIUIO BpeMsi OOPOThCS, — TYT €€ TOJIOC CTall COBCEM YK
XPUILTBIM, — OH cOexan. Coexai, korga Oosblie BCero ObLT HyKeH.

ColecenHmiia ee Tak W 3aCThlla, HE 3Has, KaK pearupoBarh. TBOPWIJIOCH UTO-TO CTPaHHOE,
HO OHa CTapajiach BCEMH CHJIAMH JIeNaTh BHJ, YTO BCe HOpMaJbHO. beccmepTHasi oTuero-Tto rpycTHO
3acMesiIach, MpU ITOM YJIbIOKAa CHOBA BHIIIUIA KaKas-To OOJIbHASI, CIIOBHO Djuiaga 00s1ach, 9To ee
32 3TO HAKAXKYT.

— Jlepoii... Tol ouens xopomasi. Her, npasga! Ho takux y Bac Ha 3emiie TOYHO HET, — OHa Kak
OynTo yroBaprBasia cama cedst, — 51 Obl cpa3y y3Hasa. OH moxox Ha MeHs... Hy, B cMbiciie Ha Oec-
cmeptHoro. Toxe cBerutcs. Kpbiibst Mbl MOXeM yOuparh, — 1 Dijlafa cama MpoJeMOHCTpUpOBaIa,
Kak B CMHEM BHUXpE 3a CIMHOI rcuesnu 0e3 ciesa ee coocTBeHHble. — Ho y Hero cBetible 30/10TH-
CTBIE BOJIOCHI, TIOUTH Oeibie. U oueHb sipkue 11a3a. 3Haelllb, s KOrja-To BUIEIa UX BKHUBYIO, M 3TO
Heuto! OHuM OnecTsiye, ssHTApHBIE U MOXOXKM Ha 3aKaTHOE COJIHIIE. 3Haelllb, OH OJIHUM B3IJISAOM
Mor czienath oueHb MHoroe. [IpaBna genan He Bceraa... — HO TYT OHa ocekJiack. — [Ipocto s B3siia
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OZIHY BEUIMIly, KOTOpasi HAuYMHAeT CBeTUThCs, ecn Cozparens Omm3ko. Ho s He 3Halo, 4To Jenarhb:
HE MPOBEPSTH K€ BCeX... — DJUIaia HEMHOIO IoMoyaia, Aymast O CBOEM, HO TIOTOM BJIpPYr CHOBa
HEYBEPEHHO YJIBIOHYJACh: — DX, KaJlb, YTO HEUACTO CMOTy K Tebe sietarh. Ho Oymy oOsi3atesibHO!

Jlepoit HMUero He cKa3aja Ha 3TO, HO BHYTPEHHE PacIUIbUIACh B CUACTIIMBYIO YJIBIOAIOIIYIOCS
Jy’Ky: OHM OymyT BUIETbcsl. MokeT ObITh, OeccMepTHas Jake MPUHECET IMOTOM KapThl WM KHUTH
CO CBOEH PONIUHBIL. .. 3aMeUTaBIIINCh, OHA HE 3aMETHJIa, YTO yKe B OTKPHITYIO yJIbIOAeTCs JI0 YIIeH, U,
YTOOBI HE OMPABBIBATHCS, TIOCTIEIIIIIIA CIIPOCHUTH:

— A uro 3a Beuip? [Tokaxenib?

Aniaa MTHOBEHHO U3MEHUJIACH B JIUILIE:

— Tet uto! Hert, koneuno! — OHa, OyATO NpeCcTYNMHUK, npuxkana ymu. — CKka3arh 4ecTHO, 5
Y cama B3sJ1a €ro. .. He MUMesl Ha TO IpaB.

— To 6umb ykpasia? — CIIOKOMHO mornpasuiia ee Jlepoi, He BUs B TOM HUYEro Iioxoro. — Jla
nanHo tede! Tol ke Ha Omaro. Llens onpaBapBaeT cpencraal

BeccmepTHas TyT ke rop/enrBO BbIIPSIMUIACH:

— A BOT U He onpasapiBaeT! Tak roBOPSAT JIMIIIb STOUCTHI !

— Hy na, — xmbikHyn1a B oTBeT Jlepoi, pa3oM cOMB ¢ coOeceIHUIIbl BLICOKOMEPUE, — TOBOPSIT
TOJIBKO TOUCTBI, & JIEJIAI0T U OHH, U ThI.

— Tu1, MajieHbKas 3eMIISIHKA, MEHSI OOBUHSEIID ?

— Her, riynas! 4 tebs1 onpapipiBaio! — momnbpITanach Kak MOKHO OoJjiee Ipy:KeCTBEHHO paccMme-
SThCSI IEBOUKA. — Bee OnaropoHele, Moka He AOWAET J0 Jiena.

— A cMoXelb JIM Thl ObITh MO-HACTOSIIEMY KECTOKOH, KOrJa JI0 Hero JAOWIeNb? — HUIYTh
HE yCTYMAIOIIIM TOHOM MaprpoBaja 6eccMepTHasl.

Ha nexotopoe Bpemsi o0e 3amondanu, Kaxaas gymana o cBoeM. OJHaKO BCKOpe Ha JIMIE
Anajpl, y KOTOPOW SMOLIMY 3aBJIa/IEBAIA BCEM TEJIOM JJO CaMbIX KOHYMKOB MaJIbLIEB, IPOCTYIIUJIO
COMHEHUE.

—41... 5 He Xouy, — BCIIyX BBJIOXHYJIAa OHA, HO MIOTOM OIOMHUJIACh: — B cMbIcie, 51 He xouy,
YTOOBI TO, O YeM s JIyMalo, OKa3aJI0Ch MPaBION. — DJIajia ¢ BOJTHEHMEM B IJ1a3ax 00epHYJIach K CBOEH
cobeceqHuUIle: — Buaumib 1, s yxke roBOpUIIa, YTO MEHsI HAIIPaBJIsieT He TOJIBKO Ta Bellb, KOTOPYIO 5
¢ co0o¥ IpUHEca, HO U MOe 4yThe. Tak BOT, MOMHMIIIb, sl BUepa CIyYaiHO BBICKA3aJ1ach, YTO TBOS
Acsl MHE KOrO-TO HallOMUHAET?

Jlepoii MeyIeHHO KMBHYJIA, HE COBCEM MOHMMAs, K YeMY KJIOHUT DIiaja.

— Tak BoT. Thl He yAUBIISANCSA U HE OOMXKANCS, HO... TBOM poauTeNu, CliydaiHo, Tebe He MpH-
emMHble?

Jlepoii Ha MrHOBeHUE JJaxe MoTepsijia Jap pedu:

— Yro? Her! Her, koHeuHO, — OHa ObUIa Tak 0OECKypakeHa 3TUM BOIPOCOM, 4TO JIaXke cama
niepectana ObITh YBEPEHHOHN M Jlake ycIesa pacCTPOMTHCS, HO pa3yM B3sul Bepx: — $1 MHOro pas
13 JMOOOMBITCTBA Jla3aa B JOKYMEHTaxX U BHUJeIa CBHIETENIHCTBO O pokIeHMH. OHO axe y MeHs
B KOMHATe XpaHUTCS, MOTYy [TOKa3arh.

— 41 Bepio, Bepio, — BCe ellle BOJHYSCh, 3aKMBaja OeccMepTHasl, Kak OOBIYHO OTBOJS B3IV,
KOIJla He XOTeJla YTO-TO FOBOPUTH BClyX. — Ho cama monnmaers. .. Hy a cBoe gerctBo? Thl XOpo1o
ero nomuwuIb? Vmm, Moxer, cHbl HeoObraHble ObuTH? [IpocTo Jlepoii — MMsi TOBOJIBHO HEOOBIYHOE
B IJIaHE 3HAYEHU S, U He CKa3aTh YTOOBI 4aCTO BCTpevanoch Ha 3emuie. [ 3Haio, s1 BeJjb XOPOIIO IMOHU-
MalO CMBICII BCEX CJIOB.

— Hy... HUKTO M3 CMEPTHBIX HE MOMHHUT CBOE JETCTBO JTOCKOHAJIBHO. A UMS... 3X, a -TO,
rIynasi, [yMaja, 9To XOTh Thl He OyZellb K HeMy HeruiaThcsl. Hy He MOMHST MOM pouTeNu, oyeMy
Tak MeHsl Ha3Baym! — Jlepoii cierka Haxmypuiack. — Uto He Tak? CoBnajieHus CIyqaroTcs.

Dnafa OTBEPHYJIACh, TSKENO JbIIA U Kycasi TyOBbl.

— 41 Benmp moyKHA crenarth 3710, Aa? — ckopee i ceds mpolnenTtaia OeccMepTHasi, CJIOBHO
B Opey. — Mol 1071r, OH Beib MPEBBIIIIE BCero. .. — Bums, uto Jlepoii cHOBa coOUpaeTcsi 3aroBOPUTh,
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OHa yXe pyKo# 3akpbiia eid pot: — [Torogu. ITomomuu syume. Tol Bep cpa3y MOHsIA, TO 51 HE TPO-
CTO TaK BepHYJach, na?

Jlepoii maxe He 3Hasa, 9YTO OTBeTUTH. Celiuac ee codeceTHUIIa BOOOIIE MaJIO MOXOIMIa Ha aJIeK-
BaTHOTO YesioBeKa. A Dijiafga MexXAy TeM CHsJIa C KWIKMCTBIX IUIeY CYMKY M OcCllaOuiia 3aTsiKKy,
a MOTOM JIOCTaJIa HA CBET MAJICHbKUI KOKaHBIN MEIIOYEK U 3aKMYPUIIach.

— OX, MOJHCB, YTOOHI 1 OIIUOIACK, — €JIe CIIBIIIHO MIEMHY/Ia OeCCMEpTHAsI U PHIBKOM BBHITPSIX-
HYyJIa Ha JIAJJOHb €r0 COIEePKIMOE.

[epen Jlepoit mpeacTan KpUCTaabHO YMCTHI KaMeHb, OTpaHEHHBIA B (popme OpuIIMaHTa,
OJIHAKO ceivyac ero popmy U pa3mepsl IPAKTUICCKH HeJIb3s1 ObUIO pa3MuUTh, [IOTOMY YTO KaMEHb
U3JTydasl sIpKUi 30J10TOM cBeT. Ha MrHoBeHue uIo Diiapl CTajao KaMeHHBIM, a OTOM OeccMepT-
Has oOJIeJHeNa Tak, Kak OyaTo yBHea, Kak Jlepoii cBoelt pykoit mojiiia ei B OoKa /. A 3aTeM
3pauky OecCMEpTHON BHOBb CY3WJIMCh, U MOYTH CPa3y ke pa3lalioch KaKoe-TO KJIOKOUYIee MIHIie-
HHE, ITOJIHOEC HEHABUCTU:

— AX Tbl MaJIeHbKasl IPsiHb!..
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I'nasa 7

JLo0po mokaioBaTh

— Yro? Yro He Tak? — nponeneraina Jlepoii, XOTs1 CHIIBHO COMHEBa/Iach, YTO OecCMepTHas Ceid-
yac ee CJbIIAIa WK B IPUHLMIIE MOIJIA a/IeKBaTHO PearupoBaTh.

Dn1aga B 3T0 MrHOBEHUE OOJIbllle HATOMUHANA 3BE€PsSl CBOUM OCKAJIOM U TUIOTHO IPUKAThIMU
K 3aThUIKY yHIaMH-KPbUIbSIMH. M Kakoil Obl MUJIOH HM ObUIa JEBYIIKA Mapy MUHYT Hazaj, ceidac
Jlepoii B cTpaxe oTIon3ajga oT Hee Jajibllie M Aajblle 10 3eMJe, Naykas CBETIYI0 MUkKaMy SpPKUM
CMOPO/IMHOBBIM COKOM.

— W 1BI cMen Bce 3TO BpeMsi MyApUTh MHE MO3TH U CTPOUThH U3 ceOsl HEBUHHOTO pedeHka?!
Jlepoii. Jlepoii! XoTb Obl MM cebe ajl APyroe, eCiy XOTeNl CKPBIThCs! — peub, UCXOAMBINAS U3 ee
yCT, CHOBA CTaJia OOJIbllle IT0X0a Ha IIMIIEHNe UM KJIOKOTaHue, a cama OeccMepTHasi B 3TO BpeMs,
pacIpaBuB KpbUIbsl, HAABUTAJIaCh HA CKOPYMBLIYIOCS Y HEE€ B HOrax OT cTpaxa AeBOUYKy. — CTOJIBKO
BpeMeHHu nponuio. [Tomuns m Tel MeHsA, Co3zgarens?! S ObLIO yke cTaja BAHUTh OECCMEPTHBIX
B CJTyYMBIIEMCS, YK€ TIOYTH ITPOCTHJIA TeOs, a Th BCE 9TO BpeMsl OTCHKMBAJICS 3[eCh, Ha 3emIie!

Tyt Dnaga XMIHO BBHIOpOCHIIA PYKY BIEpes, HaMepeBasich cxBaTuTh Jlepoii 3a 3amscTbe,
HO BHE3aITHO M3-3a OJNVDKaWIed sOMOHM BBICKOUYMIA Acsi ¢ OOJIBIIyIIEH JXKeJe3sKOW HarepeBec
Y C CHJIOH, KOTOPOW MOXHO OBUIO TOJBKO MO3aBUIOBATh, Orpesia OeCCMEPTHYIO C3aJ1 TI0 T'OJIOBE.

— $1 TaK ¥ 3HaJa, 9TO STHM BCE 3aKOHUMTCS ! — CIIMIIIKOM PaHo pacciaduiach Acs, pacCUMTHIBas,
BUJIIMO, YTO OT TaKOTO y/apa MHOIUIAHETSHKA HEMEUIEHHO MOTepsieT CO3HaHKe, HO He TYT-TO ObLIO.
Bmecto atoro GeccmepTHas pe3ko pa3BEpHY/IACh U OIHOM PYKOHM OTIIBBIPHYJIA ACI0 Ha HECKOJIBKO
METPOB MPSIMO B I'YCThIE 3aPOCM BUHOTPAZA.

U B 31y cekyHay Jlepoil rpOMKO 3aKpHryaiia, XOTh IOTOM U MoXasiesa 06 3ToM. BxomHast 1Bepb
JI0Ma [OYTH Cpa3y ke C FPOXOTOM paclaxHyJsach, M Ha OPOTe MOSIBUJICA OTell, a I7Ie-TO 3a ero CIIMHOM
Mas4yuiIa neperyraHias Mmama. Ha Mur Bcst KoMnaHus 3amMepria, Kak Obl OLIEHMBAsI TPOMCXO/SIIIEE.

— Yro 3a yepToBIIMHA?! — BBIIOXHYJI HAKOHELl MYKUMHA, M 3TOT BO3IVIAC KaK OyATO MOCITYKHJI
CHUTHAJIOM /17151 IPOJIOJIKEHU ST JPAKHU.

Oren, He pazaymbiBasi, OpOCHICA Ha JBYXMETPOBYIO DJulaly U HE cpa3y MOHSI, KaK CHUJIBHO
ommmoOCs: pe3KO paclaxHyB KpbUlbsl, OeccMepTHas1 NogOpocuiia YyeJIoBeKa B Bo3ayX. ToT orucat BbIco-
KYIO JyTy ¥ BCEM BECOM PYXHYJ Ha XPYNKHIl KO3BIPEK KPBILLIH, IPOJIOMUB €ro, U MEIIKOM CBAJIUJICS
Ha 3eMTi0. Ha BbIXoiHO# pyOallike B KJIETOUKY TYT ke [OKa3aJIUCh KPYIHbIE TEMHBIE MATHA.

—INa-a-a-an! — Jlepoii gaxe He MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK OIHUM 3TUM KPUKOM copBaJjia cede rosoc.
OHa B 0[MH NPBDKOK Iepecekyia JBOp, Aaxke KaKUM-TO Yy[JOM YMYAPHUBIIMCh YBEPHYThCS OT pa30y-
IIeBaBIIeiicss DJUTabl, U nopdekaia K HeMOABWKHO JiexamemMy otiy. — boxe! Tol youna ero! Tet
yOusa ero! — oHa MpooJIKaa HeNMpPepbIBHO BHIKPUKUBATD 3TH CJIOBA M HE Cpa3y 3aMeTHJIa, 4TO Mama
CUJION OTTACKUBAET €€ K BBIXOJY.

— beru nomoii! 30B1 Ha MOMOIB ¥ TO3BOHM B NoMIMIO! BOT, Ha! — B crnieliike Taparopuiia xKeH-
IIMHA U B TO )€ BPEMs IBITAJIaCh BCYHYTh B KPENKO CKaThle KyJIaK! J0YepH COOCTBEHHBIN Te1eOoH.

— Mawm, nan! — ToJIBKO U CMOIJIa POPEBETh B OTBET JEBOYKA, HE BUASA, KaK y Hee 3a CIIMHON
Acst 6beT 6ecCMEpTHYIO CaJI0OBOM JIONATOM, CTapasich JepkaTbCs Ha OE30MaCHOM PACCTOSIHHUM, a Ta
B OTBET OPEUT O KaKOK-TO «BEYHOW BHHE» U «HEMPOCTUTEILHOM TPECTYIUICHUN.

— Ciymaii! — B 9TOT MOMEHT MaTh C CWJION BCTpsIXHYJA JIepou Tak, 4TO y TOM JaXe 3alleMUIIO
me. — beru!

JleBouka OyATO OYHYNAch M 3aTYMaHEHHBIMH OT CJIe3 IJ1a3aMU B TIOCJIE[HMI pa3 B3MVISIHYJA
Ha MaMy. A MOTOM NOKayaJja roJIOBOM:
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—Ipoctu... OHa Beb CO MHOH pasjienarhes XoueT, — JIepoil BHOBb BCXJTUITHYJIA, OTJISTHYBIIIUCH
Ha TeJI0 oTua. — Mawm, npocru. ..

W 6pocunack K BHIXOAY Ha YJHILY, HE 3a0bIB TPOMKO (TaK, YTOOBI DJ11aja HEMPEMEHHO TO YCIIbl-
111aJ1a) XJIOMHYTh KaMUTKOH. Eciti 661 OHa CKpBLTaCch B IOME, TO MaMa TOKe MOTBITAIaCh Obl 3aIUTUTh
ee. A Torza v oHa Obl 3aKOHYMJIA, Kak narna. [Toutu cpasy 3a criuHoit Jlepoii mocbIaics rpoMOBOM
TOMOT: 3TO OeccMepTHasi, IepeMaxHyB uepe3 3a00p, HAKOHEI] OPOCHIIACh B MOTOHIO, a CIIEJJOM, TaK
Y HE BBIITYCTUB U3 PYK JIOMAaTy, HEPEIIUTETbHO XpoMasia Acsl C TIyOOKMMHU TIOpe3aMHU 110 BCEMY TeIy.
ButHo Obu10, UTO IpaKa gaxe ¢ 6€30MacHOro pacCTOSIHUS He MPOIIUIA ISl Hee JapoM.

A cama Jlepoii He ycriena Jaske 100ekaTh 10 BBIXOJIa Ha YJIHUITY, Kak OblTa CXBayeHa 3a JIOKOTh:
D1aa 1o MHEepIMY B3JEpHYJIa €€ B BO3AYX U Terepb CBEPIINIIA CBOMM SIPOCTHBIM OCTPBIM B3IJISOM.

— Hy Bce, xBarut! Tbl ornipasiseniscs B imnepuio HemeaneHHo! U 3Haens yTo, — oHa BAPYT
Ope3rMBO OTIIBBHIPHYJIA IEBOYKY OT ceOs, — MHe Oy/eT IUIeBaTh, 1aXe CJIM Thl pacCKaxelb 000 BceM
CBOMM TOJIAaHHBIM U TPHUKAXEIlb MeHsI Ka3HUTh. Thl 3T0 3acyxui! CTONbKO JIeT Moya Halmo-
1aj, Kak TMOHeT Bce, uTo co3nanu orau. Ho 3to Tebe He BriepBoi, nmpapaa? Tak ere v MOpOTHUICS
C 3TUM... 3TUM... — DJJIaJja BHE3aIHO 0OpaTuiia CBoe BHUMaHue Ha AcCI0, BHOBb ITPUTOTOBUBIIYIOCS
3aIMIIaThesl. Pa3nancs HerpoMKHid TPECK, B MPOIECCe KOTOPOTo U3 JIAOHM OeCCMEpPTHON yaapuia
OfIHa TOHKAst MOJIHUSI, ¥ JIOTIATa BMECTE C JKEJIE3HOM YacThio pa3jieTeNnach Ha KyCKU. — Mexly IpoumnM,
uMeHHO Trpo-To Te0s 1 packpbuio. S Besib pociia psiioM ¢ HUM U Cpasy y3HaJIa 3TU €r0 «ITYTOUKK».

— Vxomute! — naxe He MOOOSBIIVCH NEpeOUTh UyJOBHINE, MporoBopwia Jlepoit, rsas e
MPSIMO B I71a3a. — Bl XOTh IOHMMaeTe, uTo ceivac caenanu? Bel younm moero namy. [Tonumaere?! —
OHa JyMmalia, YTO KpUYUT Ha OECCMEPTHYIO, HO Ha CaMOM JieJie €e COPBAaHHOE TOPJIO M3/1aBJIO JIUIIIb
XPHILIBIA 1menoT. — Yto s Bam crnenana? Yrto on Bam caenain? Bel roBopuinu mue 06 orusx, o Cosza-
Tese, o BeceneHHoM, a camu. .. mpocTo kuBOTHOE! YOupaiTech! — B MOpbIBE IPOCTH OHA TOIBITAIIACH
CO BCEH CHJIBI TONKHYTh DJIaJly, XOTs J0CTaBajla il TOJIbKO 10 Mosica. — YOupaiitech BOH OTCIONA,
NoKa BB He pa3pyimm Mol jom! [ouemy 51 Bam BooO1ie nosepuia?!

OnHu cMOTpenu ApYT APYTy B Ia3a HEOTPHIBHO, KaK OyATO B 3TOM MOEIUHKE OJMH MOT CTaTh
nobeauteneM. B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT 3pavykul DiIafbl JAEpHYJINCh, & TIOTOM COBCEM pPACHIMPHJIVCh,
Ha 3BEPUHOM JIMIIe HAKOHEI POCTYIHJIO HEUTO YeI0BEYEeCKOe — HEBEpHe.

— Toropu-xa... Tel... Thl He TIOHsJIa HUYETO U3 TOTO, YTO 5 ckazaia? — OHa BHOBL OBICTPO
CKMHYJIa CYMKY C IIJIeY U I0CTajla KPUCTAJLT: TOT MO-TPeXHEMY CBETHJICS 30/10ThIM. — He-e-eT. ..

Jlepoii Ha MrHOBeHue oToporiesna. M 3To cyiecTBo ele cMeeT POCTO 3aroBOPUTh C HEHl Tociie
BCEro, 4TO TOJILKO 4TO cAenano?! B3BU3rHYB OT 3/10CTH, JEBOYKA CO BCEU CUJIBI yaapuia Diiaay
10 JIMITY, & KOTI/Ia Ta MOMBITAJIACh BCKUHYTDb PYKY, TO MOJTyYHMIIa ellle ¥ MUHOK OT AcH.

— Bol Tenieps 1 peus Harry 3a0butn ? — rpyoo rapkHysia Jlepoit, BBICTaBUB KYJIaKH Mepej1 COO0H. —
CkazaHo xe, mpoBajmBaiire!

Opnnako OGeccMmepTHast BOBCE He cOOMpasach aTakoBaTh, PABHO KaK U yXOOWTh. Bmecto 3toro
OHa HEKOTOpOe BpeMs TMepeBOMIIa B3I C OJHOW 3€MJISIHKM Ha JPYTYIO, U C KaXKIIOW CEeKyHIOU
Ha JIMIIE ee MPOCTYTaJl yXac.

— B mymaere, uto pocim Ha 3emuie. Bol Huvero He 3Haere o GeccmeptHbix. O, HeGo! [la
BHI k€. .. Bbl 00e notepsiii namsaTh! CHOBA. .. — Duiaa BAPYT OMyCTHIACh HAa 3eMJTIO, 3aKPBIB JIUIIO
pykamu. — Bee mponaso, Bce nmponaso!

— Bel yOum yenoBeka, — He yHUMaslach TeM BpeMeHeM Jlepoil Tak, 4To Mojapyre Aaxe IMpu-
IIJIOCh IepXkath ee 3a pyku. — Kakas mamsts?! Kakue 6eccmeptHbie?!

Ta BHe3aItHO OTHsUIA JIAJJOHU OT JIMIIA ¥ MOJHSJIACh HAa HOTH.

— Tak. Bonbllle HUKaKMX Pa3rOBOPOB, Mbl HEMEJICHHO yJeTaeM B VMrepwio, moka ciofa KTo
eme He 3asBuics. [IpukuapiBaeTeCh BbI MM HET, HO BCE OOBSCHIO yXKe HA MecTe.

Tyt Jlepoii faske nepecraia Kpuyarh 1 IUIakaTh, a Acst 3a0bl1a, YTO MOAPYTY HA/IO YACPKUBAThH
OT HOBOW JPaKHu.
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— Yro BBl HEceTe? — MepBOM OMOMHMIIACH AC, TBITasiCh OTOWTH Ha O@30MacHOe PAacCTOsTHUE. —
Cymacmenmas! HeanekBarHasi! Hukyna Mel ¢ Bamu He moiiiem!

Ho Dnnana yxe He cinymana. OHa yxe BHOBb JIOCTala KPUCTAJLT U3 MEIIOUKA U C CUJION Ckasla
B pyke. KameHb MOCTENeHHO yrac M BMECTO 3TOro Kak Obl MPHUTSHYN K cebe roaydoBaTtoe cBeue-
HHE caMoil OECCMEPTHOM, a Ta, He MeIIKas HU CEeKyH[bl, HAIIPaBUJIA, KaK CKBO3b IIPU3MY, 3TOT CBET
Ha 00eHX JeBOUEK.

Jlepoii ormnsiHyaach, M CepIIie ee BHOBb JPOTHYJIO: BOKPYT HUX 00pa30BaJIoCh SIPKOe HEOHOBOE
KOJIBIIO, KOTOPOE MEUIEHHO MOAHMMAJIOCh BBepX. M oHM 06e — cienom! CHavana oHa aymana, 4To
UCIIyTaJlach, HO HACTOSIIIMI yKac MPUILESI K Hel 10cjie TPOMKOTO BCKpUKa ACH, BCE 3TO BpeMsI HEOT-
PBIBHO CMOTpsilliel Ha 3eMumo. Jlepoil omycTuia riia3a ¥ oHeMesa: OHa CMOTpesia Ha COOCTBEHHOE
TeJ0, Oe3 IBIKEHHS JIeKaBIlee Ha CEPOM TajbKe.

W yxacHpIM ObUT Jake He caM (pakT TOro, YTo OHa yBH7ENA ceOsi MEPTBOM CO CTOPOHBI, a TO,
YTO TO IMOTOM YBUAUT U ee MaMa! A Bellb OHa, ee J0Ub, Oblj1a BIIOJIHE ce0e KUBa U ceyac MeIEHHO
yIJIbIBaJIa BCe BbIlIE U Bbille. BHezanHo Jlepoil movyyBcTBOBasia HenajgHoe: Acs (a pAgoM NouTu
HaBepHsiKa OblIa UIMEHHO OHa) Kpuyasa KakuM-TO He CBOMM roiocoM. Kakum-to 6osiee HU3KUM, Tpy-
ObIM, COBCEM HE TIOIXOISAIIMM TPUHAALATUIECTHEN NeBouke. HaBepHoe, He 3Has1, UTO 3TO ee CTaphblid
apyr, Jlepoii Obl MPUHSIA KPUYAIIETO 32 MAJIBYUUIIIKY.

JleBouka KpyTo 00epHYyJIach, HA/IEsICh y3HATh, KAK 9TO MOKHO HACTOJIBKO COPBATh TOJIOC, U caMa
BIPYT 3aKpHUYaja, TOTOMY YTO BMECTO IPUBBIYHOTIO €i JIUIIAa YBUIea niepe]] cOOOH HacTOsIIyIo Oec-
cmeptHyo. CepoBarasi, O4eHb 3aropeast Koxa, BIpoyeM, Kak U BCe OCTaIbHOE, M3Tydasia KpaCHOBa-
TOe cusiHue. BOJOCH cTanm *KeCcTKUMH, Kak IIeTHHA, TEMHO-KAIITAHOBBIMU M BUJIMCh TETEph KPyIl-
HBIMH KYJIPSIMHU, OTYETO JEBOUKA YeM-TO HATIOMHMHAJIA [IBITAHKY U3 CTAPbIX POMAHOB, BOT TOJIBKO BCS
Xapu3Ma Y 3araJOuHoOCTb YIUIA Ha MaHWYecKue Kpuku. ENuHCTBEHHOE, YTO BHIOMBAJIOCH U3 3TOTO
OypO-KOpPUYHEBOrO 00pa3a — 3TO BMAJIbIE I71a3a, KOTOPble HABEpHOE ObLIM Obl TIOJHOCTBIO CKPBITHI
B TEHH I'YCTBIX M30THYTHIX OpOBel, eciiv Obl He ObUIN SIPKO-TOIyOOrO IIBETa, U BCE CBEUSHHUE TeJla Ha UX
(one kazanock nuib MupaxkoM. Y ceffuac 3Ti HEOHOBBIE 1a3a ObUIM OOpaleHs! mpsiMo Ha Jlepoii,
¥ 110 B3[JISIAY TOZIPYTH T MOHSLIA, YTO M CaMa BHIIVISIUT HE TaK, KaK paHbIIe.

—Hy Bce, xBatut! — npepBaa HeCKJIaAHBIN Ty3T DIIajia, rapKHYB TaK, 4To 00e JEeBOUKHU 3aMOJI-
YaJu, CJIOBHO IpeccupoBaHHbIe. — M He MbITaiiTech CKUHYTh HX.

«CKUHYTb 4TO?» — yXe XOTena cnpocuTh Jlepoi, HaJesach, 4TO 3TO HE OYEPEAHON MPUCTYI
Opena GecCMepTHOM, HO B CIEIYIONIYI0 CEKYH/y Ta BBITYCTAJIA U3 PYK MO MOJHHUH, KOTOPbIE MET-
HYJIUCh K 3aISCThsIM ee IJIeHHUI. OHU 32KMYPIJIHCh, TIPUTOTOBHUBIIKCH ObLIIO K OOJIM, HO HUYETO
HE TMOYYBCTBOBAJIM, KPOME CAMOW CTPYKTYPBI pa3psoB, KOTOpbIe ObLIM HEBEPOSTHO KOMIOUMMHU
u ropstaumu. 1 pasym ux Bpoze Obl HOHMMAJI, HACKOJIBKO BBICOKO#M OblIa 9Ta TeMIlepaTypa, HO Kpome
caMoro 3Toro (pakTa He YyBCTBOBAJI OOJIbIIIE HUYETO.

A Dnama Mexay TeM pe3Ko pBaHyna B HeOO, yBiieKas 3a cOOOHM JeBOYEK HA MOJHHUSX, KaK
Ha MOBOJIKaxX. MOIIIHbIE OTOKH BO3AyXa XJIbIHYJIM O0EUM B JIMIIA, HO KPOME TOTO MEIaylo U Koe-
yro erne. Jlepoii orsHysach, He 3Hasi, Yero OHa OOUTCs OOJbIIe: YBUIETh TO, O YeM OHA JyMaerT,
WM He YBUAETH 3TOro Boooie. Jloranka okasanach BepHOi! Y Hee 3a CITUHOU JEHCTBUTEIILHO OKa-
3aJ1ach Mapa 30JI0THCTBIX, TOYTH OeJIbIX KPbLIbEB, KOTOPBIE ceilvyac pa3ayBaslo BETPOM TakK, 4TO BOT-
BOT HOPOBUJIO OTOPBaTh. PsiioM y Acy TBOPHUJIOCH TO K€ caMoe, pa3Be UTO KPbUIbsi €e ObUIM TEMHO-
KOPUYHEBBIMU Y MIMEJTU JUTMHHYIO BBITSHYTYIO U y3KYyI0 (hopMy. Jlake B TaKOM SKCTPEMaJIbHOU CUTY-
aruu B rojiose y Jlepoil mpoMesibKHYJIa MbIC/Ib, YTO B OJJHOM U3 €€ HIIUKJIONE U MUCcad, YTO TaKasi
(opma Kpblia HyKHa [IsI CKOPOCTHBIX TTOJIETOB.

JleBouKa co CTpaxoMm OMyCTWJIa I7a3a: 3eMJisl TIOJ HOraMy CTPEMHUTENBHO yaassiack. To nm
OT CTpaxa, TO JI1 OT CUJIbHOTO BETpa, HO OHA TIPOCTO HE MOIJIa B3IOXHYTh. «Hamo ke, — BHOB Ipo-
MeJIbKHY/Ia Y Hee B TOJIOBE HEIpOIleHasi MBICIIb, — BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb 51 XOTeJa JIeTaThb, a Terepb BOT
BBISICHSIETCSI, UTO 51 )KYTKO 0OI0Ch BBICOTHI!» Ha mur Jlepoit mokas3asioch, 4YT0 OHa BUAUT 3HAKOMYIO
urypy B jomarisem miarbe, Oerymyo K BOpoTaMm, MpsMo Tyfa, Te Jexanu ux ¢ Aceit tena. Ctpax
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3a cCOOCTBEHHOE TTOJIOKEHHE JIeJT Ucye3 B MTHOBEHHE OKa: Ceiiuac MaMa yBUAUT 3710 U Belb HE y3HAET
HUKOI/Ia, YTO C €€ JIOUKOM BCe B MOPSIZIKE.

— Ma-a-a! — mombITanack 3akpuyarh Jlepoi, HO MOYTH cpasy ke 3aKallIsIach OT CHIIBHOTO
BETpa M He 3aMEeTHJIa, YTO U €€ ToJIoC U3MEHWICS, CTaB 0oJiee TPOMKUM M KAKMM-TO Ha/IOPBAHHBIM.
Kak 6ynTo ee ceBiiee ropsio nepekoyeBayio ¥ B HOBOE TeJIO, XOTs, KOHEYHO, TAKOTO OBITh HE MOTJIO.

«Mawma, Bce B mopsijike!» — xotesna KpuKHYTb Jlepoii, Ho He cMoriia. Y BUHOBAT ObUT HE TOJIBKO
BeTep, MPOCTO BAPYT OUYEHb CMJIBHO 3aXOTeJI0Ch TUIakarh. [IoToMy 4TO HMUEro B Mopsijike He ObLIO.
Hy korza oHa yxe HauHeT MoHMMaTh, 4TOo BOKpYT Hee npoucxonut?! Ilocneanen kamei oka3anoch
TO, UTO TI1aKaTh JIepoii, Kak oka3aaoch, OOJbIE He Morya. PAaomM cBOOOIHON PyKOH 3aKpbhLia JIUIO
Acsl, ¥ ObIIO BUJHO, KaK OHA CTapaeTcs He MPUKACAThCs K STOMY CTPAaHHOMY HOBOMY Tely.

A TpOCTpaHCTBO BOKPYT MEXkIy TEM HAUaJI0 CTpeMUTENbHO HakasaThes. [llym crain yxe coBcem
HEBBIHOCHMBIM, PYKY, CKPETIJIEHHYI0 MOJIHMEH, TOTOBO OBbLJIO BOT-BOT OTOPBaTh, & CBEUYEHUE BOKPYT
3aropeJsioch ete sipue. Jlepoi 3akMyprIach Kak MOKHO CHJIbHEE U TIPOCTO pelinia KAaTh, MOKa BCe
HE 3aKOHYUTCH.

Mup oOpen CMBICI TOJIIBKO CIYCTSI HEKOTopoe BpeMs. Jlepoil moiimasa ceOs Ha MBICIU, YTO
y’ke HECKOJIbKO MUHYT BOKPYT CTOMT OUeHb ITyOOKas, €ClIM ee MOKHO OBUIO TaKk ONMHUCaTh, THUIIMHA.
OpHako CITyCTs ele mapy MUHYT OHa TIOHsLJIa, YTO OIMMOIIach, ¥ 3ByKW BOKPYT Bee ke Obuth. [leBouka
OTKpBUIA I1a3a, YTOOBl MOCMOTPETh, UTO ke ITO 3a CTpaHHAsl My3blKa Takasi, U 4yTh HE 3aKpHUUaia
OT HEBEpUs U BOCTOpra.

Ona ObUTa B OTKPBITOM KOCMOce. B caMoM HacTosiiiieM OTKpbiToM KocMoce! Bee Bokpyr ObLIo
HACTOJIBKO HepeasibHO U peajibHO OJHOBPEMEHHO, uTO Jlepol npuHsIach BCIOMUHATD BCE CITy4UB-
ieecsi cerojiisi ¢ Heil. MoxkeT, oHa ymana co cryneHek? Vim Ha KycTe CMOPOIUHBI TIOCETUIICS SIJ10-
BUTBIN Mapa3uT, U OHA, MepernyTaB, Chesia ero, OTpaBUiIach U yMepiia, a Bce 3To el kaxercsi? Uto xe,
€CJIM 3TO M ObUIa CMepPTh, TO Jlepoii BHE3aIMHO OCO3HAJIA, YTO 0XKUBATh HE OYEHB-TO U TOPOITUTCS.

Psom TO JIv mtbUIa, TO JIM JieTesia Bee ellle craBiiast Acsl, a BepHee OeccMepTHasi, KoTopast
OblIa Korga-to Aceid. XOTs, CKOpee BCero, Jiesio ObUIO B TOM, YTO OHM 00e Ha BpeMs OTKJIIOUYMIIUCH
OT Meperpy30kK uiu ot crpaxa. Tyt Jlepoil Ha MUT UCITyTaaack, YTO BCE 3TO BPeMsI MbITAJIACH JIbIIIATh
Y HEHApOKOM MOXET «yMepeTh 00paTHO», TaK U He ToObIBaB B KocMoce. OHa Ha BpeMsl OCTaBUIIa
MOJPYTY B MOKOE U OIJISIEIIACh.

CostHeuHast cucTeMa OCcTaiach JIajeKo Mo3au — HACKOJIbKO XBaTaslo B3IJIsIA, BCS TPOMKA yikKe
nokuaaia Mneunsiii [TyTs. Jlepoii MPOKO packphlia r71a3a, CTapasch pacCMOTPETh BCe MOyYIIIe,
a MBICJI B TOJIOBE TIPBITAJIA BO BCE CTOPOHBI U, KAXKETCs, YIAPSUTUCh O ee CTeHKH ¢ Kpukamu: «O Ooxe,
310 KocMoc!» Ho 31iech gaxke CBOM MBICIU JEBOYKA CJbIIIAIA HE TaK SICHO, KaK 3Ty TAMHCTBEHHYIO
MOTYCTOPOHHIOID MY3bIKY. UTO-TO moficKasbiBasio eii: «He mopmasaiics, He ciymmaii ee!» Ho codnasn
OBLT CJIMIITKOM BeJIUK, U JIepol CIMIITKOM TMO3/THO TIOHsIIa, KaK IIIYIO TOCTYIHJIA.

Dra My3bIKa 3ByYasia TaK, CJIOBHO J€BOYKA HAXOAWIACH HA JJHE TTyO0Koro BogoeMa. 1 B kaxaon
HOTe OBLT OTTOJIOCOK TTpoIiioro. Jlepoii qaxe He COMHeBaIach ¥ He YMBUIACh COOCTBEHHOM JIOTAJIKE:
J1a, OHa M TIpaBJia CJIbIIaia MPOIIUIOE, KeJlalolee CHOBA CTaTh KUBBIM U IPOPBAThCS HAPYXKy dYepes
nenue Bcenennont. [la, ato nena cama BceneHnasi, Bce ee 3Be3/1bl 1 TYMAaHHOCTH, a B 3ByKaX UX —
KPUKH MEPTBBIX, OTTOJIOCKU BCEX CPaKeHUH U CyeO U Iiay HUKOT/IA He CITyYUBIIUXCS COOBITHI.

Jlepoii naxe He MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK HaYasla TOHYTh. [la, yBjIeKasCh TEMOM KOCMOCa, OHa He pa3
MPOCITYIIMBAJIA 3aIUCH, KOTOPBIE Kak Obl MepepadaTeiBaid 3BYKM KOCMOCA, TYMAHHOCTEH, KBa3apoB
u koserr CarypHa, ¥ TIOTOMY Cpa3y TOHsUIA, YTO UMEHHO cibmT. Ho HUKorma erie 3ta My3blka
He ObuTa OoJsiee XKUBOH, yeM Tenepb. OHA 3aTATMBaIA, 3aMyThIBajla W OIJIyIajda CBOMM MHOTOTOJIO-
CbEM, XOTsI BHauUase Ka3ajach ejie CJBIIHON. M BOT Tenephb JeBOUYKA yXke He MOIJIa OTKPBITh IJ1a3a,
a BHJIEJIa TOJIBKO TO, UTO MOKa3biBasia ekl Beenennasa. Ho 4to-To 37ech BRIOMBAIOCH U3 PUTMA. . .
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Kro-To cuiibHO Tpsic ee 3a miieuu, HO JIMIIb C JBA/ALATON MOMNBITKY JIepoll HakOHell OTKpbLia
rna3a. [lepen Helt ObLTa WiCTIyraHHAsl M pa3bspeHHAs DJUIaja, HO YTO-TO B HEll Teneph N3MEHUIIOCH.
OcnaGeBmmii MO3T TOJILKO TIOTOM TOHSUI, YTO MMEHHO: OeccMepTHast OoJbIlie He CBeTuIach. BepHee,
HE CBETHJIaCh OOJIbIIIE ee KOXka, HO 3aTO IJla3a, BOJIOCH M KOHTYP MaxOBBIX MEPhEB TOPEJH, CJIOBHO
MIPOKEKTOPHI.

— Hukorpa! — ona npousHecha erie rpomue: — Hukorga He ciyiai 38e3/1p1! 3aTsHeT. 3aTsHeT,
Y TBOE CO3HAHWE HABCEI/la OCTAHeTCs B MX oTrosiockax. [loHsima?

«Jla», — momnblTasach cka3arb Jlepoi, HO ucIyrajach CHOBA YCJIBIIIATh Yy:KOM HaJOPBAaHHbIN
roJIoC, IO3TOMY BMECTO OTBETa OHA YacTO 3aKMBasia. 3a BceM 3TUM Halumozana 00ecrokoeHHas Acsl.
Korga 6eccmepTHasi HAKOHEIl BEpHYJIach K CBOEMY T0JIETY, OHa MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOM, MOJI, UTO CITy4H-
nock? JIepoil B OTBET JIIIH YIPIOMO TIOKavasia TOJIOBOM, PEIIUB TIOKa M03a0bITh 00 STOM UHIIUCHTE,
Y BHOBb BEPHYJIACh K OCMOTpPY KOCMOCA.

Mueunsiii [TyTh Temepp CTan yxke Hepa3lIMiuM CpeJd OIPOMHOIO MHOXECTBA TaJIaKTHK,
a Dnajga Jerena Bce Janbline W ganmbiie. Kak yxe 3amernna Jlepoil, Bce cBeyeHue OecCMepTHOM
OTXJIBIHYJIO TEIIEPh K KOHTYPY MaxXOBbIX IIEPLEB HA KPbUIbAX, U IIPHU KAXIOM CBOEM ABUKCHUN OHU
OCTaBJISUTH 32 COOOM SIPKUIA HEOHOBBIH TOTyOOH Cliefl B BUJIE JIGHT WJTM HUTEH, KOTOPBIA PacTBOPSIICS
CITyCTsI HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi. [lo IeBOUYKH He cpasy JIOIUIO, HACKOJIBKO OBICTPO OHa Tereps JeTena. Ecim
Ha BBUIET ¢ 3eMJIM Diuiajie IOHaAOOMIOCh HECKOIBKO MUHYT, TO Tereph CKOIUIEHUS] M TYMaHHOCTH
OCTaBJIMCh M03aJ¥ 32 CYMTaHHbIe MrHOBeHus1. He ycrieBasia Jlepoii naxe nomymars: «Xo4y yBUAETD
BOT 3Ty 3Be3[y ONMKe», KaKk OHA B MHI' OKa3bIBAJUCh PsAAOM. TONBKO cefiuac MpHIIUIO TIOHUMAaHUe
TOTO, Kak OBICTPO OHU TiepeMelaIiCh: DJUlajia JeTesia co CKOpOCThio co3HaHus! OHa MorJa Jietatb
TaK OBICTPO, KaK TOKeJTaeT 1 He MepeMeniaTbCsl IPH 3TOM BO BPEMEHH H... COOCTBEHHO, CJIBIIIATH
3Be3/bl. TOJBKO B OTKPBITOM KOCMOCe OeCcCMepTHAsi MOIJIa CTaTh caMa COOOM M 1yBCTBOBATH MOJTHYIO
cBoOoOmy.

3amymaBinuchk, Jlepoit He cpa3y 3ameTHIa, Kak MPOIILIO YKe MHOTO (IO X JINYHBIM YacaM) Bpe-
MEHH, ¥ KapTHHAa KOCMOCa BIiepeid U3MeHWIach. Briepeau, nmopaxas CBOMMH TMTAHTCKUMH pa3Me-
pamu, pacKUHYJ1aCh HEOObsITHASI, IOUCTUHE OTPOMHAs rajlakTuka. Kazanock, 4To oHa 1axe cocrosiia
U3 IPYTUX TAJIAKTUK WM Jake CKOTUICHUH rajlakTHK, HACTOJIBKO Obuta Oosnbinoi. Y Dinana Hanpas-
JIS171aCh K CAaMOMY ee IIEHTpPY, B KOTOPOM HaxOAWJICs He KBa3ap?, Kak BO BCEX JIPYTHX, a 3BE3/Ia.

Jlepoii cpazy xke y3Hasa ee sipkoe CBeUeHHUe, KaK U3 BUACHM S, U BHE3AITHO I7Ie-TO B )KUBOTE y Hee
TMOSIBUJIOCH 3HAKOMOE TSHYIIIEe YyBCTBO, KAK TOCKA TI0 YeMY-TO 3HAKOMOMY. 3/1€Ch BCE U TPOU30IILIO!
37ech U 3aKOHYMJIACh Ta BEJIMKasi BOWMHA, KOTOPYIO MOKa3aia el dinaga. BoT 3Be3sa yxke 3akpbuia
BeCh 0030p, ¥ TOJIBKO ceilyac AeBOYKA 3aMETH/Ia MAIEHbKYIO TEMHYIO TOUKY Ha €€ YMCTOM 30JI0TOM
¢ome.

To OblIa KpoleyHasi, pa3MepoM 4yTh OoJIbllle 3eMJIH, TJIaHETKA, He BXOOUBINAS HU B OTHY
13 MHOXECTBA 3CIITHUX CUCTEM U IaJIaKTHUK.

— Jlo6po moxasoBath B ApTo-®POpT, — MpOU3HEC B TOJIOBAX JAEBOYEK TOJIOC, M MOIJIO TMOKa-
3aThCsl, YTO B TOHE €r0 CKBO3UT TOPAOCTh U JIAXKe TOPKECTBO.

2 KBa3ap — aKTUBHOE AP0 raJJaKTUKU Ha Ha4aJIbHOM 3Tall€ Pa3sBUTUSA, ABJIAETCA UICTOYHUKOM UCKJIIOYMUTEIIBHO MOILIHOI'O U31y4e-
HUA.
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I'maBa 8

ApTo-®opT

[ToBepXHOCTb HEM3BECTHOM IIAHETHI CTPEMUTEHHO MPUOINKATACH, BOT-BOT Iy THUKU JOJIKHBI
ObLTM KOCHYTbCSI TUIOTHBIX cepbiXx 0071akoB. CllyX U BOZMOKHOCTh TOBOPUTH ITOCTENIEHHO BO3BpAIla-
JIUCh BMECTE C HApacTaloIUMM IIyMOM B ymiax. A Jlepoil BHe3alHO OCTPO OCO3Haja, Kak OalieKo
Ha caMOM JieJie HaXOIUTCs OT loMa. [la Hu ofjHa HaydHast oOcepBaToOpus Jlaxe IMPUMEPHO He yrajaeT,
B KaKylo CTOPOHY HaJI0 CMOTPETh, & MaMa JICBOUKH JaXe NMPU HATMYMKA MIJUTMAPIOB Ha OAaHKOBCKOM
CUETy He CMOXKET IMPUIATH Ha TIOMOIIb. M cHOBa octpast 60Jb ckajia ropiio, HO clie3 Tak U He ObLIO.
Kak 1 He ObUIO BO3MOKHOCTH Pa3IyIsiIETh, UTO K€ CKPBIBAETCS TIOJ] CEPBIMH Ty4aMH 3TOro ApTo-
®opra, n3gaieKka YeM-TO HAIOMUHABILIETO 3EMUITIO.

Ho BOT Best Tpoiika, He cOaBisisi CKOPOCTH, HBIpHYJIA B 00J1ako. Jlepoil movyBCTBOBaIA, KAk
KOKa ee TYT K€ MOKPbLJIACh MEJIKMMU XOJOJHBIMU KaIUISIMU TyMaHa, KOTOpble cpa3y ke Harpena-
JICh M C IIUTIEHUEM UCTIAPSUTUCh CHOBA, @ BMECTE C STUM TeJO, KPbUIbsl U BOJIOCHI BHOBb OOpeTaiu
npexHee 30J0THCTOe chsiHKe. Kazasock, Oyaro 9To camu o0Jiaka 3aKUrajiv CBET, M KOTa KareIbKu
OTPBHIBAJIUCH OT AEBOYKH, TO MPOAOIKAIU €llle HEKOTOPOEe BPEMs TO JI CUSTh, TO JIM OTpaKaTh ee
COOCTBEHHOE CBEUEHHE, U OTTOTO UyMJIOCh, YTO OHA TOHET, YBJIEKaeMasl TOHKOH roiy0oi MOJTHUEH
BCE HUJKE M HIKE KO JIHY. Bce 3T0 BBINISIENO TaK, Kak eciiv Obl B TEMHOTE KTO-TO KaIHyJI HEOHOBOM
KPACKOM Ha BJIAKHBIN XOJICT.

A motom o0auHas 3aBeca BHE3aIHO Mcuesia, u Jlepoii BriepBhie 3a BCce BpeMsl ToJieTa CyMelia
BIOXHYTb MOJIHOH TPY/IbI0, 0COOSHHO IOCIIe HABAIMBIIIEHCS B TYMaHe HEOXKUIaHHOU TshkecTH. U BOT,
KOTJ]a OHU CHOBa OOPEJTN CIOCOOHOCTD BUJIETh, TIEPe]l INIa3aMU HAKOHEI ITpeICcTalia caMa IIOBEPXHOCTh
Apro-Popra. U Jlepoii, HecMOTps Ha BECh CBOM CTpax M BCIO IPYCTh, OTYASTHHO MBITAJIACH HE MOP-
rathb, 4ToOHI (He Jail bor!) He MpomycTUTh KaKky-HUOYIb JIeTaib. MeJIbKOM B3IJISIHYB Ha 9TOT TeH-
32X, HEJOOOIBITHBIN MyTHUK, CKOPEE BCEro, Ha3Basl Obl MECTO UX MPU3EMIICHUs OOBIYHON CKYYHOM
paBHuHOM. Ho oHa, Jlepoii, Bce cBOM IBEHAIIIATh JIET HAOMIOAABIIAs PABHUHBI C XOJIMa, HA KOTOPOM
CTOSLII €€ TOPOJI, TOUHO MOIJIA CKa3aTh: KAKON-TO MOABOX TYT Obul! CrycTs mapy MrHOBEHUI OHA Bce-
TaKH TOHSIIA, YTO UMEHHO HE TaK: HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO JIAHAMA(T 3TON paBHUHBI ObLT Ha BCE CTO
MPOIIEHTOB aOCOMIOTHO POBHBIM, BHJ] C JTIOOOW €€ TOYKU OTKPBIBAJICS TAKOW, KaK eciii Obl HAOMIo1a-
0N CTOSUT HA BEepIMHE BBICOKOU Topbl. U kak Obl Jlepoii HU JioMasia rojIoBy HaJl BO3MOKHOCTBHIO
3TOH ONTUYECKON WJIIIO3UNA, HUYETO HE BBIXOIUJIO.

Bcio 0003puMy0 MECTHOCTB 3J1ech TOKpBIBAJIA UCCHHSI-3eJIeHasl TOHKasl TpaBa, pa3BeBalollia-
sicsl TIOJ1 TIOPBIBAMU BETpa CIIOBHO I'PUBA HEMCTOBOTO CKAKyHA 1 OTCBEUMBAIONIAS CE/IBIM IPH KaXkI0M
CBOeM JIBUkeHUH. [1e-To Ha rpaHuiie BUAUMOTO TOpIO B3/AbIMAIACh CHHEBATO-cepasi TopHas Tpsija,
KOTOpasi U3 KOCMOCa BhICTpauBajach B (hopMe OTIeuaTKa Jarsl BojKa. BepliuHbl rop NOKphIBAIA
MHOI'OBEKOBEIE JIEISIHBIE IIAITKH, TaK YTO BCS IUIAHETA KAa3aJ1ach «IIOMEUYEHHON» OEJILIM OTIIEYATKOM.
UyTb B CTOPOHE OT rOp PaCKUHYJICS TUTAHTCKUI 10 CBOEH IJIOIIAAN JieC, HEKOTOPBIE IePEBbsl KOTO-
POro HUYYTh HE YCTYMaJIM B BbICOTE FOpHBIM NMuKaM. Ho u camu 31U iepeBbsi ObUTH HE OOBIYHBIMU
TOHKMMU CEKBOMSIMU WJIM IBKAIMITAMU, & PACKUAUCTHIMUA U BETBUCTBIMU, BPOJI€ TUIATAaHOB, U OOBU-
THIMU JIMAaHAMHU TOJIILAHOMN C YeJIOBEKaA.

Bbym! I'ae-To BHM3Y Ha ITOJTHOM X0y Bpe3aslach B 3eMJII0 DJLIa/1a, ITPEIBAPUTENBHO JIOBKO Mepe-
KPYTHUBIIKUCh HOTAaMH BIIepe/l: TOJCThIe CAlloru-KOMbITa MOYTH MOTHOCTBIO TACKIIN Yap U JaBJeHNe
OT Ipu3eMJIeHus1. A BOT 00e IeBOUKH, HE YCIIeB CpearnpoBaTh, MOKATUIIMCH IO KeCTKOH Tpage. Jlepoii
3ar03/1aJ10 CXBATUJIACH 32 YIIMOJIEHHYIO HUKHIOIO 33JHIOI0 YaCTh TYJIOBUINA, MOJISICh, YTOOBI 9TO ObLI
He niepesiom. Ho (o uymo!) GeccmeptHOe Tenno Beiaep:xkano gaxe 3to! TpaBa psiioM 3aKONIBIXATACh:
9T0 Acsl, pe3KO BbIIOXHYB, MIEpEeKaTUIACh Ha CITUHY.
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— Bui cymacmeqimasi! Passe TpynHo ObUIO IPUTOPMO3UTH? — OOJIBIIIE UCITYTAaHHO, YeM paccep-
KEHHO KPHMKHYJIA OHA U3 TYCTHIX 3apOCIiel, MoKa OeccMepTHasl MPECMOKOMHO CKJIA/IbIBaTa KPbUIhS
U «OTIEIUISIa» MOJHUM OT PyK CBOMX IUIGHHMII C TAKUM BHJIOM, Kak OyATO MPOCTO HaMa3biBaja
MacJyo Ha xJied.

— [IpuBbluKa, — KOPOTKO OTO3BAIACH DJUIaAa, Pa3MHUHAS PYKH U C KAKON-TO MPauyHOU PerImmo-
CTBIO TIOTJISIABIBAS. HA TOBOPUBIIYIO. — XOTS 1 OBl HA TBOEM MecTe OoJbliie 0 KoM(popTe He 3alyMbl-
BaJIach, — HO MOTOM, BUJISI, C KAKMUM BhIpaKEHUEM TepPErJIsTHYIIUCH JIEBOUKH, JKeTIHO JTo0aBma: — Bac
3TO, pa3dymeercs, He KacaeTcsi, Mutpara-ne-Jlepoii. Baiie Benn4ecTBo morpy3st B pOCKOIIb C TOJI0-
BOM, KaK TOJIbKO BBI BBHIITOJTHUTE CBOIO HEOOJBIITYI0 OOSI3aHHOCTb.

Jlepoii GONBHO TIPUKYCHJIA S3BIK OT JOCAIbl: €l U 0e3 ITUX HEMOHSTHBIX HacMelleK ObLIO
cTpamHo U rpyctHo. OHa ele pa3 ocMOTpesach, HO He YBHUIeJIa HU MaJledIlero maHca cOekKarh.
A 0COOEHHO 3TO OBUIO HEBO3MOKHO, YUMTHIBAsI HOBbIE HETIOBOPOTIUBBIE KPbUTbSI U YIIIH, IIIEBEJIS-
IMecsi, CJIOBHO OHM NpHHAIexkan He eid. Ckopee Obl HayunThcsl MX youpatb. Hy, mo kpaiineit
Mepe, yIIH.

A motoMm DIiaga ofiHy 3a APYrou B3AepHYJIA IeBOUESK HA HOTH M 3a4€M-TO TIOIBITAIACh TPYObIM
JKECTOM OTPSIXHYTh JIepoii, kak OyITO cTapanach CKPHITh CIEIbl CBOUX «METOIOB JIOCTABKU».

— Tak, a Teniepb 3a MHOM. Y IOOBICTpee, — He TIIsi/isl HUKOMY B IJ1a3a, OTYeKaHWIa OHA U Harpa-
BUJIaCh B CTOPOHY TOp, He oOpaliiasi BHUIMaHUsI Ha 3aBBIBAIOIIHIA BETEp, UYTO BCE CUJIbHEE U CHUIIbHee
CTYIIAJT HaJl TPUOBIBIIIMMU TsKEJIbIe Ceble TYUH.

Jlepoii moexunach, 00XBaTUB ceOs1 pyKamMH, XOTb U PUCKOBAJIA IPH 3TOM He yAep:KaTh PaBHO-
BecHe ¥ CHOBA PYXHYTh B BHICOKYIO, OTJIMBAIOIIYI0 cepedpom TpaBy. Ha Apto-®opre ObUIO JOBOTBHO
MPOXJIAJJHO, YUUTHIBASA, YTO OH HAXOMWJICSA UyThb JIM He Onvke BcexX K 3Beszie. JleBouka ¢ TpeBorom
00epHYJIACh K MOApyTe, KOTopasi TOXe MbITaTach OAHOBPEMEHHO OOPOTHCS M C HOBBIM HETIPUBBIYHBIM
TEJIOM, ¥ CO CTHXHEl, TO U JeJio Opocarolieil el Ha JIMII0 KOPOTKHE Bhiomuecs Bojockl. Korma Acs
HAKOHeI] 3aMeTnIIa Ha ceOe ee MPHUCTATbHBINA B3IJIS, TO OHAa PE3KO OTBEPHYJIACh, HE KeJlasi JeTUThCS
TPEBOKHBIMH MBICTISIMU. XOTs royioBa Jlepoii u Obuta 3a0uTta 60Jiee BAKHBIMU M TTEYATbHBIMU MBIC-
JISIMU, OHAa HE MOTJIa HE 3aMETUTh CTPaHHBIX M JlaXe yrpoxawomnmx ¢dppa3 iaasl B aapec AcH...
Heyxenu Bce 910 M3-3a Jionatsl, KOTOPOU Ta MbITaslack ee moouTth? B cMbicie, OHa Bce paBHO TorAa
obL1a cadee. Bpex kakoii-To. BooOiiie, Bee 910 TonHbIv Open! Hao ckopee HayduThes JIeTaTh U Bep-
HYTbCS JOMOM, K MaMme. OHa TaM, HaBEpHOE, yKe C yMa CXOMAMT. . .

Jlepoil BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBaJIa, Kak y Hee OOJBbHO 3allIEeMUIO B IPyJH, HO CJie€3 BCE PaBHO
He Obuto. I TYT B roJioBe 4TO-TO INENKHY/IO. BOT mycTh 3Ta GeccMepTHasi TOJNBKO MOMpPOOyeT eit
yKa3biBaTh! JleBouKa BIPYr BCTajla Kak BKOMAHHAs, a TIOTOM, KPYTO pa3BepHYBIIUCH, HAIPABUIIACh
B JIPYTYIO CTPOHY.

— Th1 yero? — esne CABIIIHO MPOOOPMOTAJIA IOPYTa, MPOBOXkast JIepoil MpayHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Hudero! — BeI3bIBaIOIIE OTKMHYJIA TA C JIUIIA CBETIbIE, TIOUTH OeJIbie BOJIOCH, M CIICIIUATBHO
noBbickIIa Tosoc: — OHa pa3pymia Moo KU3Hb, YOUIa MOETo OTIa, 3a0pajia MeHsI OT MaMbl, 1aXe
HHUYEro el He CKa3aB, a Terepb COOMpAeTCs MOMBIKaTh MHOM?! BoT mycThb 3actaBuT!

He ycnena Jlepoii naxe 1OroBOpuTh O KOHIIA, KaK ijIafia TOTYAC JKe OKa3aiach nepeq He,
CUHEeW MOJTHUEW CIIMKUPOBAB K 3eMJIE.

— 3acraBuTh, 1a? — ee XOJOJHBIA TOJI0C, KOTOPBIN OeccMepTHas Tak cTapajiach clenarh Oec-
CTPACTHBIM, Ha CAaMOM JIeJie IPOKaJl OT THEBA.

Jlepoii nouyBCTBOBAJIA, KK BECh €€ HACTPOU YXHYJI Ky/Ia-TO BHU3, 2 JKUBOT CKPYTHJIO OT CTpaxa.
HagepHoe, oHa Bce-Taky HapBasachk. ..

— Ha. IonbiTaiitech, — ee 1 6€3 TOro HENMPUBLIYHBINA HAJOPBAHHBIN TOJIOC Celvac MpO3ByYas
COBCEM YK Uy:KMM, KaKk OyJTO TeJo AeHCTBOBAJIO HANlEpEeKOp CO3HaHUI0. — UTo BbI MOXeTe? YiapuTe
MeHs1? W, Moxer, Toxe yobere? 51 Bce paBHO HUKOT/A HE. ..
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— Hy Bce, xBaTut! — 60sBIIIE pa3ipakeHHO, yeM 3710 nepeduia Jlepoi beccMepTHas M, CXBaTUB
OYHTYIOIIYIO 32 IIUBOPOT, MOTAIIMIA ee 3a COOO0M 1Mo 3emie. — 3Haelllb, 3TO ObLIO Aaxe Jierdye, Yem
s Jymaja.

TosbKO cycTsi HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Jlepoii Bce ke TpeKpaTiiia OpbIKaThCs U MO3BOIMIIA DiUiaie
Y JaJibllie THYTh ee 32 cOOO0M, OJaprBasi BeCh OKPYKAIOIIHMIA Mei3ax (a 320[HO U IIEAIIYIO IT03a11
Acio) mcrutenbHbIM B3MIsI0oM. OHa yorce HeHaBujiena 310 Mecto! BoT mycTh TOMBKO OTBEpHYTCH,
Y OHa HEMTPEMEHHO YJIeTUT Ha 3emitio. [IeBouKa crapanach He IycKaTh B TOJIOBY 3apOJMBIIEECs 3epHO
COMHEHUI: KaK CpeJiu MIWLIUAPIOB raakKTUK HAUTU KPOXOTHYIO 3Be3/10uKy 1o umenu CosHie?

Ho BHezanHo GeccmeptHas ormyctuia Jlepoil, 1 Ta OT HEOKMIAHHOCTU CHOBA IOBAJIMJIACH
B TpaBy Jla TaK M OCTaJIach JieXkKaTh, MPOTUBSCH BOOOIIIE JIIoOoMy AeicTBrI0 Ditasl. Jlepoii He cpa3y
3aMeTHIIa C KaKUM BbIpaKEHHEM CMOTPUT Ky/a-To Briepen Acsl, IIMPOKO PaclaxHyB I1a3a.

CHavasia MOTJIO TIOKa3aThCsl, YTO K HUM Ha MOJIHOM XOJ1y HECETCsI OrPOMHAsI 3aCHEKEHHas1 Topa.
W nuiire TOTOM CTaHOBUIIOCH SICHO, UTO TO OBLT O'POMHBIH O€JIbIiA BOJIK C SIPKO-KEIThIMU IJ1a3aMu 0e3
3payKoB, KOTOpPBIE TEM He MEHEee COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO ObUIM YCTPEMJICHBI Ha DJTay U €€ CITyTHUKOB.
3Bepb 3aTOPMO3KII JIMIIH B MTApe METPOB OT OECCMEPTHOM, HO Ta M IJIa30M HE MOPTHYJIA, a TOJIBKO
OO0JIE3HEHHO CKPUBHJIACH, KaK OYATO Chejla UYTO-HUOYIb TOPHKOE.

A moToM 3Bepb Jier, CBepKHYB JJMHHON cepeOpUCTOi MIEepCThio, U IMHUPOKO PACKPBUI MACTh.
Crpax Ha uIile HaOMoJAIOIIEH 32 BceM 3TUM ACH CMEHMJICS OTBPAIIICHHUEM, KOTIa BO ThMe UeITIoCTen
roKazasach HesicHast purypa, a 3aTeM Ha TpaBy PSIOM C DJUIaJ0N CIPBITHY MYy KUMHA.

OH sBHO OBLT HAMHOTO CTapIiie 0eCCMEPTHOM, a COOpaHHbIE B BBICOKU KOHCKHIA XBOCT BOJIOCHI
[[BETA CTAJIM U MIepeTsHYTasi KOKaHbIM IIHYpOM OOpofa eriie OOJIbile MOTYEPKUBAIA PA3HUILY B BO3-
pacte u... craryce. [la, TOJBKO Temepb CTaJl BUICH KOHTPACT MEXIY aKKypaTHBIMH apUCTOKpa-
TUYECKUMU MaHEpaMM HE3HAKOMIIA UM B3bEPOIIEHHOW, BEYHO CJIMIIKOM WMITYJILCUBHOM ILIajIon
C HEPOBHO CPe3aHHBIMHU KOHIIAMH BOJIOC, OOBETPEHHBIM JIMLIOM U MOTPENaHHON ofex10u. [leByIka
BCEM CBOMM BHIOM HAIIOMUHAJIA €[IBa YCIEBIIIEro ONEPUTLCS OpJieHKa, KOTOPbIA HECMOTPSI Ha 3HAT-
HYIO TIOPOJY BHITJISIZIEN HY OYEHb JKaJIKO.

— Yro-TO THI paHO, — 6€39MOIMOHAIBHBIM, YyTh HAAAMEHHBIM TOJIOCOM 3aMETHJI My XKIMHa-Oec-
CMEPTHBIH, [T/ Ha DJUTay CBEpXy BHU3. — DTO Belb HE M3-3a UyBCTBa Jloira nepea Mimmepueii Tl
BEPHYJIaCh, HE TaK JI1?

JleByIiIka BO3MYIIIEHHO BBIJOXHYJIA, CBEPKHYB IJIa3aMu:

— VmMeHHO M3-3a yyBCTBa j0ira s ¥ okunyna Apro-Popt! OmisiHUCh U IOMPOOY OCO3HATD,
umo Tl BUIUIIID!

MyX4rMHa BHOBb CHHMCXOIMTENBHO YJIBIOHYJICS, HO B3IJIsI[ BCE K€ OTBEJN, a B CIEAYIOIILYIO
CEeKYHy BCsI HAUTPaHHOCTh U (PaJIBIIIMBOCT CIIETENIa C €ro JIMIA, eBa OH YBHIE repen co0oi Acio.
BeccmepTHBIN mocepen eriie Oosblie, XOTs O 3TOro Ka3ajaoch, 4To OOJbIIE yKe HeKy/a.

— Tob1? — omHUMU ryOaMu POU3HEC OH. A CITYCTSl MTHOBEHHE YK€ B3pEBeJl, OHUM JBIKEHHEM
BBIXBATBIBAsI U3 HOXEH MapHble Meun: — Thi!

— 47 — Acs 6bUIO OINISIHYJIACh, YTOOBI YAIOCTOBEPUTHLCS, YTO KPHK, TOJHBIA HEHABKUCTH, TIpe/l-
HA3HAYAJICS UMEHHO €M, HO TIOTOM Pe3KO JIEpHYJIach B CTOPOHY, YXO/sl OT MPOCBUCTEBIIETO PSAOM
C JIMLIOM KJIMHKA. — A! 3a uro?

Jlns1 Hee Bce OBl 3aKOHUMJIOCH YK€ B CJe/ylolliee MTHOBEHHUE, eciii Obl He Diiajga, KoTopas
BHOBb ITOSIBUJIACH CJIOBHO M3 HUOTKY/IA, BCTAB MEXKIY pa3bspeHHbIM OeccmepTHBIM 1 Aceil. [Tocibi-
I1aJicsl KOPOTKUH 3BEHSIINIA 3BYK, U OJVH U3 MeYell MYKYMHBI BOTKHYJICS B TPaBy B HECKOJBKUX
MeTpax OT HEero camoro.

— CriokoiHO! — POBHBIM TOJIOCOM MPHUKa3aja AeBYIIKa, XOTSA el caMOU JI0 CIIOKOMCTBUS ObLIO
JaJeKo. — § He JoroBopuIIa.

— ToI 3ammimaens ee?! — B jocese GeCCTpacTHOM rojioce 3Byvasl yKOp v HeBepue, CJIOBHO Oec-
CMEPTHOMY B CITUHY BOTKHYJIM €ro e Meu. — [la kakue MoryTt ObITh onpaBgaHus? AJUIEKPHUC, 3TO
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oTpoabe BuubsiMca, TomkHa ymepeTh ceiiuac xe! — notpsicasi 60poyoi, OH ykasan Ha Acio cBOOO-
HOM pyko#. — OHa yOmia ux Bcex, nomuuiib?! Ona yanuroxuina Cenpuny! M Cosnarens Toxe!

B stor momenT Jlepoii moaHslach Ha HOTH 4yTh 033 HE3HAKOMIIA, HAMPSKEHHO CIe/s
3a KaXKIbIM €r0 JIBUKCHUEM.

— OmHa uynoBuie!..

— Kuap... — Dnnaga mespkoM B3IUIsiHYIa Ha Jlepoi.

— Ilpecrynuumnal

— Kuap, BbIlIIIa 3aMMHKA. . .

— Oroiiau, WK Tl IIOHECEITb HE MEHbIIIEE HaKa3aHue !

— Kuap! — GeccmepTHO#M NpUIIUIOCH ke YyTh HAJABUTH OCTPUEM CBOETO Meda B TPyAb MYXK-
quHbl. — Co3garens c3aau Teos!

ToT HeKoTOpOe BpeMsl MOTYaI, TSKEJIO Jbllla, C HeBepHeM IJIsisl HA HACTABJIEHHBI HAa HEro
Meu, a TIOTOM CMBICJT CJIOB JIOIIIENT IO €r0 CO3HAHUSI.

—locnonuH. .. — axHyn GeccMepTHBIIA, BO Bee IM1a3a Iisiis Ha JIepoid, Kak eciii Obl 3eMIISTHUHY
MOKa3aJI1 XKUBOTO eJMHOpora. — Moii rocriofinH! — v OH KMHYJICS K IGBOUKE, a Ta B CBOIO Ouepeib Opo-
CUJIaCh HAayTeK, AyMasl, YTO My KUMHA Cceiuac 1 ee MOoMnbITaeTcsi 3apyOnTh KIMHKOM. — Kyna e Bb? —
BcKope Kuap Bce ke JorHai ee ¥ Opocuiicsi B HOTH, TOIMYTHO TBITasiCh yAepXkaThb Jlepoii Ha mecTe. —
Cronbko ner!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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