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AHHOTaAMSA
Ucropus m3rosi-OyHTapku, OpOCHBILEH CBOE MPOILUIOE B OrOHb
BMecTe co cromuield Mmmepun. OHa Obula oOpeyeHa CKHUTAThCSA
BIAJM OT IMBUJIM3AIMM, TIOKA He HAaTKHYyJach Ha Benmkux Jlopmos
— BEJMYAWIIMX CyIIeCTB VIMIlepuu, KOTOpble MOIJIM CTaTh ISl Heé
najayamu, HO CTaJIM APY3bsIMU B OOpbOE ¢ JeMOHAMH, JKeJIAoIUMU
youThb Bc€ kuBoe B Vimmepun u B Mupe.



Hzroit

OroHb... Bcé B orHe... UYEpHblil nenen 3atMul U 6e3 TOro
Mpa4yHyIO HOYb. ..

ITycte ropur 3toT Mup B orue! Ho g He 3akoHuy Hauaroe! {1
HayaJia 3TO BOCCTAHUE, U 51 HE MOT'Y ITPOCTO TaK YWUTH U3 FOpALIEH
CTOJIMIIBI TIOKA HE JOObIOCh CBOETO!

Sl mpeirana ¢ oiHOM ropsILei Kpeliiv Ha APYTrylo, MOIOMpasich
K IJIJABHOMY 3/IaHMIO CTOJIMLBI, C KOTOPOTO M HAYaJICsl MOM I0-
xkap. Korza s cripeirHysia Ha mioma/ib, YTo0bl MOJIOWTH K UMIIe-
PaTOpCKMM MajlaTaM, TO MEH$ Cpa3y Hayajlu OKpYKaTb COJIJATHI.
I'mynust! Bel gaxe He 3HaeTe KoMy ciryxure!

¢l BbIXBaTHIIa CBOM MY M Hayasla OTOMBATLCS OT UMIIEPATOP-
ckout crpaxu. Ho... OgHoro g He yrsgena. . .

Ocrpoe ne3Bre NpUIuIOCh HA MOM MPaBbIi 1a3. .. KpoB.s. ..

— Her! — 4 ouHynach OT KolIMapa, KOTOPBIM 5 caMa co3/1ana
CBOUM BOCCTAHUEM. . .

S ycHyna mosm nepeBoM, JAJIEKO OT KaKOW-JMOO IMBUIIM3A-
yu. .. $1 I3roit 1yist T0r0 Mupa 1 JaBHO CYMTAIOCh MOTHOIIEH B
TOM IOXape, KOTOPBIM U ycTporiia. MO€ MM 3aIipenieHo pous-
HOCUTb U IUCATh, IOCKOJIBKY 3TO CYATAETCS IPUYACTAEM K MOE-
My BOCCTAQHMIO ITPOTUB UMIIEpaToOpa. 5 BEIHYXK/IEHA CKUTAThCS B
TIOMCKAX JIy4IlIEro MecTa, Iie 1 CMOT'y CIIOKOWMHO IIPOBECTU OCTa-
TOK JTHEW, TOCKOJIbKY BPSIL JIU 1 CMOT'Y BHOBb SIBUTHCSI B CTOJIULLY
¥ 3a5BUTH O cede.

HaxkyHyB KamiomoHs, s noTépia mpam, KOTOPbIA MOJTHOCTHIO



MIPOXOIUT Yepe3 MPaByIo YacTh JinIa. 5 uymoM He morepsijia 3pe-
HHe, HO 3pavoK JehOpMHUPOBAJICS U Terepb ObLT MOXOX Ha KO-
IIa4Mi, HO C HEPOBHBIMU KPasiMH, a PayKKa MpUHsIa OUpPI030-
BbIIi OTTEHOK, XOTsI 3/I0POBBIH IJIa3 CEPO-TOTyOOro I1BeTa.

BcTaB 1 norpaBwmB 111a111, KOTOPBIX CIOCOOEH 3alUTHTh MEHSI
OT CTpEeJ U Maruu, s MoIiesach Aajblle B HEM3BECTHOCTb, HATSI-
rvBasi YEPHBIM IUIATOK HA JIMIIO TOJ caMble I71a3a. B nercree s
CJIBIITIAJIA UICTOPHIO O YYJHBIX 3eMJISIX, IJIe HET UyXKHX U UyXKOTO,
I7ie IPUMYT BCeX, KTO MPUIET TyAA, TJIe KAET TOIBKO PAAOCTHAS
U CIIOKOWMHASA KU3Hb. HO TOJIBKO HUKTO HE 3HAET, rie HaXOOWT-
Cs1 3TOT paid Ha 3emJie... A Te, KTO Ty/a IoIaJiaiu, OOoJbIle He
XOTeJIM BO3BPAIAThCA B 3TOT MUP. MHOTHE CUMTAIOT 3TO MECTO
MPOCTO JIETeHI0M 00 YTONHMH, HO MHE OOJIbIlle HEUYero He OcTa-
€Tcs KpoMe KaK MCKaTh TOT Yy/IECHBIA MUP UM OBITH IPUTOBO-
PEHHOM K CMEPTHOM Ka3HU B CIIy4Yai, eclii s OOBSBIIIOCH B Ka-
KOM-JINOO TOpoIE. ..

Sl maBHO MoTepsiia CYET THEW B STMX CKUTAHMUSAX IO OE3KU3-
HEHHBbIM 3€MJISIM, TIOTOMY YTO TaM, Ijie¢ BO3MOXHO KUTh — ITO
3emJist umriepud. Ho 51 B mo0yio morogy vy B HEM3BECTHOCTD, B
TIOMCKaxX JIydIero Mecta. .. Koraa-To s nmpejcrasisia 3T0 MECTO
TIOJIHBIM 3eJIeHH, 100pa 1 )KU3HU, HO CelYac s BUKY TOJIBKO ITy-
CTYIO ThMY, MIOCKOJIbKY 51 XOUY TOJIKO OIHOTO — TOKOSI.

— CKOJIBKO MOKHO UATH TI0 9TOMY Jiecy ? M st BHOBB 3a0pera
B MEpTBBIe 3emun? Her, TyT sec... CTpaHHO, HE MPUTIOMUHAID,
9TOOBI B UMITEPUH ObLIIM TAKUE TITyXHe Jieca, OOBIYHO Tjie-HUOYIb
JIa BCTPETUThCS MaJIeHbKast JePEeBYIIKa JIECOPYOOB WU JIOM JieC-



HUYEro, HO s JABHO HMYETo He BUeNA. .. — TPoOyOHMIIa 1.

Bapyr n3-3a MakyIek JepeBbeB MOKA3aIMCh YEPHBIE OAITHH
3amKa... Borpoc cHaT... Ho kak 51 Mora 3a0pectu cronia?

ITOT 3aMOK NPUHAMJIEKUT ogqHOMY U3 Benmmkux Jlopaos (ec-
71 s He omubanck, To 310 3aMoK Hekpomanra). OHu ciyskat
UMIIEPATOpy | AJIsI MEHs Oy/IeT JTydllle He BCTPEeYaThCsl HU C Ofl-
HuM u3 Jlopnos. Ilockonbky Benukue Jlopabl camble MOILIHBIE
CyILIECTBA B UMIIEPUH U HE TOJIKO, K TOMY € OHU OECCMEPTHBI.

Korpga-to g Bocxuanach MMM M XOTeJIa CTaTh YacThl0 MX
"KOMIIaHUK", HO ceryac Mbl HUKTO JIPYT AJIs Apyra, B JIydlleM
ciryyvae.

— MHe HyXHO Kak MOXHO ObICTpee YT OTCIof1a, T0Ka MEHs
HE 3aMETWJIHU. .. — IOJyMaJia s M TYT K€ IPOrpeMet B3pbiB B 3aM-
K€, KOTOPBIM PAa3HEC OAHY U3 CTeH... — bimH!

Kycok creHbl, BHIIIMOIEHHBI B3PbIBOM, MOJIETEN B MOIO CTO-
POHY, HO Oraroiapsi peIkOCTHOMY HPEeIYyBCTBHIO 5 YK€ 3HaJa
KyJia MPUJIETHUT 3Ta MIbI0A U MPOCTO cesiaja napy 1aroB B CTO-
POHY, YTOOBI MEHSI HE 3a/1€710 OCKOJIKAMH.

I'pyna kamHeln ynaja B nape MeTpax OT MEHs, U 51 OTUETIIM-
BO BUJIEJIA, YTO KTO-TO MBITAJICA OTTYa BIOpaThesl. KoneuHo mo
pyKe MEPTBELIKOIO OTTEHKA f YK€ 3HaJla KTO 3TO, HO BHYTPEH-
HsIs TOOpOTa HE MOTJIa MO3BOJIUTh MHE YITH, IaKe €CIU 9TO ObLT
Cawm Benukuit Jlopn HekpomaHnr.

— 9TO0 TaKk Bbl TOCTEM BCTpevaere? — MpOMAMINIIA fl, TIOHU-
Masi, 4TO cerlyac MOr'y BBSI3aThCSl B CEPbE3HYIO NEPENpAry, HO
NPOAOJIKAs HOQHUMATh KYCOK KaMEeHHOM KJIaaku, YTo0bl Hekpo-



MaHT MOT BbUIE3TU M3-T10J] MOCIEACTBUN KAKOTO-TO HEYJauHOTrO
9KCHePUMEHTA.

Hekpomanta 30ByT Busep, korna-to oH ObUT TOXOX Ha OObIY-
HOT'O YeJIOBEKa, HO B pE3y/IbTaTe HEYJauHOTO SKCIIEPUMEHTA CTaJl
MOXOX Ha MEpTBella U B TO ke BpeMsi 00pen beccmepTue. Y HEero
MepTBelKas KOXka 3eJI€HOBAaTOro OTTEHKA, BOJIOCH Y HETO cepble
WY TIOYTH YEPHBIE, HO MMEIOTCS OeJteronye npsaan (Kak OH To-
BOPUT, OH ObUT KOrJa-TO albOMHOCOM), IJla3a YEpHbIe ¢ Oenoi
CJIerKa CBETSILENCs palyKKOW 1 )KUBbIM OTOHBKOM B 3paukax. C
BUJIy OH MOXET BHIIJISAETh )KYTKO, HO B JIyIlie emié TOT JOOPSIK.
Ero poaurtenu ymepiau OT SMUIEMUN YyMbl, HO CTapblil HEKPO-
MaHT 3a0paj MajbyuKa K ceOe, MOCKOJIbKY AyXH TOBOPUJIM O €ro
BEJIMKKX JiesiaX B OymyIieM, U BOCIIUTAT Kak COOCTBEHHOTO Chl-
Ha, HO 10 OoJbInell yactu Busep HekpomaHT-camoyuka. Jlopn
HekpomaHT cTajn ciyXuTbh UMIIEPATOPY MOCIE TOro, Kak MoMor
Sunepy (apyrou Benvkuii Jlopn) B "Boiine boros".

— Busep, Thl B mopsizike?! — nogdOexanu 1Ba Apyrux Beamkux
Jlopna... OHu 49TO Bee 371ech coOpamch?!

— 41 B mopsinke, — noaHsuics Buzep, BOpapiss BHIBUXHYTYIO
YeJIIoCcTh (MM aOCOMIIOTHO BCE paBHO Ha OOJb M yBeubs). YEpT,
T Obl OHU HE Y3HAJIM MEHSI. . .

— 51 roBopwm Tebe, uTo 3TO ObLTa TUIOXas unest! — ckazan DH-
Jep.

DHJEp 3TO YeJOBEKOMNOAOOHbI ApakoH, Benwuaimmii Bo-
uH ViMriepuy ¥ COBETHMK MMIIEpAaTOpa MO BOEHHBIM Jesiam. OH
y4acTBOBAJI B IIO/IABJICHUM BOCCTaHMIA, HO BO BPEMSsI MOETO MOXka-



pa ObL1T 32 MpeesiaMu CTOJUIIBL. YK OH TO MEHSI TOYHO Y3HAeT. ..
SHaep nonyunn 6eccmeprre B "BoitHe boros" 3a cBoW HencTo-
IIaeMYI0 OTBary 1 ObICTPO CTaJl COBETHUKOM MMIIEPATOPA.

— 41 3Hat0, — oTO3BaJICS BU3ep, cTpsxuBas ¢ ooexabl rpsi3b.

— Ko 3107 — cnipocuiia Bukrtopusi.

Bukropus — Xpanurensanna Bcex Ctuxuil. E€ poxaeHne Obl-
JI0 TIpecKa3aHo 3BE3/1aMU U TOITOMY OHA POAMIIACh cpasy Oec-
cmepTHOU. [TocKombKY €€ poIuTeu-KpeLibl CIIyKUIA UMIIEPATO-
Py, TO e OoJbllie HUYero He octaBasiock. Korma-to st Obuia 3Ha-
KOMa C Hel, MMOCKOJIbKY OHa ObLJIa YaCTBIM TIOCETUTENIEM MMITEP-
CKOH OMONMMoTeKy, rae padoTtanu Mou poautenud. OHa 3amMeTriIa
MeHsl, Korja s emié Obula MaJIeHbKOW EBOYKON: 51 Urpasia ¢ Ofi-
HUM U3 JIBYX OcKOJKOoB Kamusi deHrkca, KOTOphIN XpaHUJICS B
Harel ouonoreke. [loueMy-To KpoMe MeHsI HUKTO He MOT "'pas-
rOBapvBaTh'" C ITUMU OCKOJIKAMH, HO HE CyTh BaKHO. Bo Bpems
['mo6anpHOTrO MoXapa (ToT moxap, KOTOphIi s ycrpowsia) Bukro-
pUsl HAXOIWUJIACh B CTOJTUIIE.

— Huxkro, — poOKO OoTBeTHIA 51, OMyCKasi TOJIOBY, YTOOBI MOE
JIMIIO He OBbLIIO 3aMETHO.

— He ckpomHMuaii, — 1ackoBo yislOHYynach Buktopusi.

Bnpyr s 3ameTiiia o3a1a4eHHbIN B3I DHIEpa, KOTOPBI Io-
Bopui: "[louemy oHa kaxercsas MHe 3HakoMou?". § mymaio oH
4TO-TO noo3peBaeT. CIIOKOMHO, BO3MOXKHO OHU HE Y3HAIOT Me-
Hsl, HY’)KHO BECTHU ce0s1 HaTyPaJIbHO.

— [IpocTute, MpocTo HE KaXblil A€Hb MOXKHO YBUAETh CaMux
Bemukux JlopaoB, — oTBeTHIIA 51, HEJIOBKO YJIHIOASIC.



— Huuero crpamnHoro, — Buktopus norpasuiia nojsl CBOETO
HEOECHO-TOITyOOTO TIIaThsI.

— 4 nmpocTro nmpoxoausia MUMO. .. — TUXO cKa3aja .

— Mumo Hac Tak OpoOCTO HE MPOXOAAT, — CYXO cKazal IH-
aep, crudast pyKy Tak, 4ToObl TPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATH MHE JIE3BUSI
BIOJIb JIOKTEBOI KOCTH.

— 4 notepsinace. C kem He ObIBaeT, — yCMEXHYJIACh 1, MBITAsICh
pa3BesiTb OOCTAaHOBKY.

— Tel myTemecTBeHHuua? — cripocuia XpanurenbHuua Ctu-
XWH, IOAXOI KO MHE OJINKE.

— MOKHO ¥ TaK CKa3aTb, — 1 CJIETKa MOTYIUJIa B3MJISA B CTO-
POHY.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT? — cripocust DHzep, caepKuBasi Kakoe-To
MPE3PEHUE.

— He BaxHo... [Iymaio MHe nyuliie MOWTH Aajibiile, YTOOBl HEe
MellaTh BaM. ..

— Tol He MerIaenIb Ham, — yIbIOHYyscs: Buzep. — Ham nunTepec-
HO, 4TO npoucxoaut B Mmnepun.

— Thl XOTb 3HaEIIb C KEM pa3roBapuBaclib?! — DHaep pe3Ko
cxBaTui1 MeHs 3a 1ew. [loxoxe oH 4yTo-TO BcoMHWI. — OTBETh
MHe: KTo Tbi!

— DHAep, ycrokoucs! — ncnyraacs Bukropus u Busep.

— XOpol110, XOpOIIIO... — 51 BBIpBAJIACh U3 XBaTKu Benmkoro
Jlopna, OT cUIBHOTO phIBKA Y MEHS CJIETEJT KAlIOUIOH.

[lepeBens ayx u oTcTynasi OT HUX Ha Mapy IaroB, sl MPOIOJI-
*wia. Ecnu BecenuThCs, TO BECEIUTHCS 10 KOHIA!



— MeHs 30BYT AJIMKUC U s, CKOPEE BCErO 3HAKOMa BaM, — s
YCMEXHYJIach, CMOTPs1 Ha UX NOpax€HHbIe uia. — U BbI, cKopee
BCErO, 3HaeTe, 4eM s "mpociaBuwiack” (Mokazaja najibliaMy Ka-
BBIUKH).

3a Moell CIIMHOM U3 3€MJIM Hadallv BblIe3aTh ciyru Busepa,
KOTOpbIE FTOTOBUJIMCh CXBAaTUTh MEHS, HO 51 CIIOKOMHO CTOslJIa Ha
MecTe, CJIOBHO He 3HaJla O 00 9TOM U JIMIIb TSHYJIA MOMEHT.

— Yo %), tymato MHe napa uaru. He Oyny 6ecnokouts Bac. ..
— B MOUMX pYKax MOSIBUICS] MaJIEHbKUI YE€PHBIN 1IAPUK.

— CxBatutb e€! — ckomangoBas Busep.

— Ho cBupanusi! — g KuHyJa 1mapuk cede Moj HOrd, Korjaa
MEpPTBELbl MMOYTH AOTSIHYJIUCh 1O MEHs, U Hayajla MOSBIATHCS
JIMOBAs1 3aBeca.

Korma 3aBeca paccesiiach, MeHsI yke He ObUIO Ha MpeXHEM
MECTe 1 TOJIbKO MEPTBELIbI IbITATUCH NOHSATH, KaK 51 OT HUX YJIU3-
Hyna, Benmkue Jlopasl crosiiv B cTynope.

— I'ne ona?! — B sipoctu KpukHya DHaep, OyATO KTO-TO MOT
€My OTBETUTb. 5l ke MPOCTO TUXO YXMBLISANIACh, CTOSI HA BETKE
JiepeBa, Ha OKpauHe MOJISIHBIL.

— MoxeT MHe ellI€ OBECEIUThCA pa3 YK Hayaia? — nogymaia
s, CMOTPS1 KaK OHU MbITAJIMCh HAUTU MOU CJIE/IBL.

SHzep I0CTaN CBOW Med, OOBUTHIN (PHOJIETOBBIM TJIAMEHEM,
Busep npusBai HECKOJIIBKUX J1yXOB, KOTOpbIE MbITAIUCH BbICIIE-
IUTh MEHs, a BUKTOpUS roToBuia 3aKJIMHAHUS AJ1S IOUMKU Me-
Hsl.

— 11! Bel KOro-TO NOTEPSIN ? — KPUKHYJIA 51, BBIXOAS HA BETKY,



I71e MeHsI MOKHO ObUTO yBUIETh. Benukue Jloprsl ¢ ynuiennem
NOCMOTPEJIM Ha MEHS.

— OHa coBceM OTOMTASI WM U3JeBAETCS HaJl HAMU? — PHIKHYJT
DHyiep, NOPakEHHBIN TeM, Kak 51 6e3 Kakoro-Jimoo crpaxa Haphbl-
Bajlach Ha COOCTBEHHYIO CMEPTb.

— CkaxwuTe Koro Bbl uiure! MHe cBepxy TyT Jiydlle BUIHO! —
HArJo NpoJOJIKUJIA I, OXBAUYEHHAsI a3apPTOM UT'Pbl CO CMEPTBHIO.

Bapyr DHzaep mycTuil cTpesy B MEHsI U3 CBOETO Marn4ecKoro
JIyKa, HO s C/iesiaJia 1ar B CTOPOHY, KOI/la MEX/ly MHOU U CcTpe-
JIoN OBUTO OKOJIO METpa, U CTpesia OJarornojydHo BOH3WIACH B
JepeBo. 51 He crielua 3J10paJCTBOBATh, TOCKOJIbKY 3HaJIa (pul-
Ky 3THX CTpeJI: CTpeJia BbIHYJIACh U3 JIepeBa U IoJeTela MHE B
CIIMHY, HO s ONSITh CAEJAa IIar B CTOPOHY M CXBaTHJIa CTPENy
PYKOM, C:KUTasi OTHEHHOM Maruew (s mMar-camoyuka). Benukuni
Jlopn-BouH cran B ctynope, NOpak€HHbI MOMM IIPEAYyBCTBU-
eM.

— JlaziHO, 51 TaK MOHMMAIO, YTO BaM HET A0 MEeHsI HUKAKOTO Je-
JIa, IO3TOMY 1 TOWAY CKUTAThCs AAJIblIe, — 5 OXKajla IuleyamH,
Tepsisi MHTEPEC MPOCTO CTOSITh HA MECTE, U CIPBITHYJIA C BETBU
Ha 3eMJII0, HAYMHAs UATU HECTIEIIHbIM I11aroM JaJiblle.

Ho TyT nepeso MHO# MOAHSAIACHh 3eMJISIHASL CTEHA U HECKOJIb-
KO MEpTBEIOB HauaJIl OOXOAUTh MEHs COOKY. f MU ycMexHYy-
J1ach, CIIBINIA IIary npuommkatommxcs Jlopnos, 1, HEJOITO JTy-
Masi, MPbIrHY/Ia Ha OTBAJIMBILIMICS KYCOK MOPO/Ibl, C KOTOPOIO 5
NPBITHYJIA HA MEPTBELa U, OTTOJIKHYBIINCh, CXBAaTHJIACh 32 BEPX-
HIOIO YacThb "CcTeHbl'', TomMoras cede 3a0paThcsi Ha BepX IpH TI0-



MOIIIA CBOEW OTHEHHOW Maruu. § Bctajga Ha caMOM BepXy M MO-
cmotpena Ha JlopnoB, KOTOpblE TyMalld, YTO CEeMYac 3acTaBsiT
MeHs1 BpacIuioxX. Buktopus pe3ko orycTuia pyky, KOTOPOH Moj-
Hs1JIa 3Ty DIBIOY C MOMOINY Maruu, ¥ CTeHa Havajla pe3Ko OIycC-
KaThCsl, HO 1 YCIIeNa CIIPHITHYTh U, 3alIENUBIINCH 32 BETKY JIepe-
B, ClleJlasla KyBbIPOK, OKa3bIBasICh JAJIEKO BIEPEIH U OIJIsAAbIBA-
sICh Ha CBOMX IIpeciie/loBaTesen.

Sl yxe nmpeKkpacHO 4yBCTBOBAJa MX HEHABUCTb KO MHE U 3TO
TOJIKO yBeMUYMBaI0 Moi azapt! $1 ObicTpo moOexana Brepé,
oTOMBasich OT cayr Busepa m He pucKys momagath MoJ yaapbl
DHJepa (He Xxo4y MOPTUTh CBOM IJIAIL).

VBneu€HHas 3Tol OEroTHEM, 51 3a0bljIa CMOTPETh O]l HOTU U
riornaJia HOroi B eTJTi0, JIOBYIIIKA cpaboTaa, 1 sl oKa3aiach Moj-
BEIIIeHHAs BEPX HOraMH, HO s1 TOJIbKO skz1ania oka Jlopas! monbe-
T'yT KO MHE, YTOObl HACTAJUTHCSI, BOBMOXKHO, MOCIETHUMU MH-
HYTaMH WM CEKYH/IaMU KU3HMU.

— O Her! He3akoHHast 0xoTa MomorJia noimarbk caMmoro onac-
HOTI'O MPECTYIHUKA! — N3JeBaTeIbCKUM TOHOM Hayasa s, yXMbl-
Jsis1ch. — YTO ke MHe Tenepb Jesarh?

— 51 Obl Ha TBOEM MecTe Tak He cMestyicsi! — OrpbI3HYJICS DHED,
XBaTasi MEHs1 3a roJIOBY U CMOTPs1 MHE B I1a3a. — He nonro el
CBOJIOYB, Oerana!

— W 4ro xe BB Teneps Oyaere genarh? — CIOKOWHO CIIPOCHIIa
1. — YObETe 1 MpUHECETe MOIO TOJIOBY Ha 30JI0TOM OJI0fie K UM-
neparopy? Vnu npuramure B CTONMILY 7151 MyOTMYHON Ka3HU?
XOTs HE OTPULIAIO TOT (PaKT, YTO s OMATH COKIY TOPOI.



— Te0Os ObI cnienoBao youTh cpasy, — ckazan Busep, gqocraBas
CBOM KHUHI KA.

— Tak 4ero Bbl kA€T€? — 51 pa3Besyia pyku B CTOPOHBL. — 51 epen
BamMM OecrioMolIHa, yoexxaTb He MOTY, 3allIUTUTLCS Toxke. B 4ém
BaIla rpoosema?

— 4 cMmoTpro KTO-TO Mrpaer co cMeproio, — Jlopa-Boun mno-
CKPED KOT'TSIMU 110 MO€# FOJIOBE, HO IJIAI 3alIIUTUI MEHS OT OCT-
PbIX KOI'TEH.

— Ilaxe He 3HAI0, KTO 9TO MOXKeT OBbITh? — 33 JyMaJiach s, Ipo-
JIOJIKasi HAPBIBATHCA.

— 3aTKHUCBH! — DHJIEp OTTOJIKHYJI MOIO TOJIOBY M OTOIIEN K
octaybHbIM: — ECTb pa3rosop.

OHU OTBEpHY/IHCH OT MEHS, HAYMHASA O YEM-TO MEPELIENTHI-
BaThCsA. Sl MOIYa yXMBLIbHYJIACH.

[IpaBuno Homep 1: HUKOI'IA, HU TTP11 KAKNX OBCTO-
ATEJIbCTBAX, HE [TOBOPAYMBAMWTECH KO MHE CITH-
HOW! OCOBEHHO eciu Byl nbiTaetec [IOUMATD MEHS! U
BBI ceifyac rpy0o HapyIIHIN 3TO PaBUIIO!

N3-nox Moero pykaBa MOSIBUIOCH JIE3BHE MTOX0KEE HA CKPbIT-
HBII KJIMHOK, $1 MIOJIHsJIAa PyKY M BBITYCTHJIA KOWIKY. .. Kplok 3a-
LENWICS 32 BETBb AEpPEBA, U 51 NMOATSAHYJIACh, CKUAbIBAS METII0
C HOTH, TIOTOM $I CeJia Ha MPOYHOU BETKE U CTaja HaOmoaaTh 3a
Benmukumu Jlopaamu ckBo3b MCTBY. OHM Jake HUYEro He 3a-
METWIM U Yepe3 MUHYTY UX BCTPETUJI IPUATHBIM UM HE OUYE€Hb
CIOpPIPU3: BMECTO MEHSI OHU YBUJIEU ITYCTYIO KAaYalollyIocs MeT-
7o OpakOHbEpa, KOTOPHIA YCTAHOBWII JIOBYIIIKY JJIsI )KUBOTHBIX



Ha 3aMOBEAHbIX 3eMJIsIX. Ml KOHEUHO 3TO PUBEJIO UX B SIPOCTD!

— Busep, nogHMMan CBOUX CIIyr, €€ Hy)KHO CPOYHO HauTh! —
KPUKHYJ DHJep. — BUKTOpHS, TOTOBbCSI OTIIPABUTH COOOIIEHUE
Hmneparopy 3a MogMOroii, Hejib3s1 YTOObI 9Ta TBaph yIa!

— Xopouo, — OTBETWIX OCTaJIbHbIE M Bu3ep Hauas puTyai 1o
NPU3bIBY aJICKUX TOHUYMX co0ak, a Buktopusi HampaBwmiach 00-
PaTHO K 3aMKYy.

DHJep noxaajcs noka HekpomMaHT 3aKOHYUT U BMECTE C HUM
HanpaBuICs UCKaThb MeHs. §l yke He pelmiach nonajaaTbCsi uM
Ha I1a3a ¥ OBICTPO HAIPaBUIIACH TTOAAJIBIIIE OT 3aMKa U oT Benu-
kux JIopioB, nepeckakuBas C JepeBa Ha JEPEBO.

4 peunmia He HOYEBATh, YTOObI KAK MOXHO ObICTpee MOKU-
HyTb 3eMi0 Benukoro Jlopaa, Beip eciay uMneparopekas reap-
st IpUOyZIeT yKe K Bedepy, TO OHU MOTYT OBICTPO MEHs Ha-
THaTh. A MHE He XOUeTCsl, YTOObI MEHSI TaK MPOCTO CXBATHUJIA STH
MMIIEPATOPCKUE TICHI.

[lox yTpo s BbIlIUIA K KAKOK-TO TIIyXOU MPOCENIOYHOU J10pO-
re, 1o KOTOPOY JIaBHO HUKTO HE XOIWII. S mpomiack BAOJIb 3TOU
TPOITBI U, Hai/isl OOJIBIIIOE BETBUCTOE IEPEBO C TYCTON KPOHOM,
3a0pasiach Ha HEro, keJasi OTIOXHYTh YACOK APYTOi, a TO Moce
BCel 3TON OeroTHU cwit nodtu HeT. KoHeuHo 51 He Tepsiia Oam-
TETBHOCTh U BPEMsI OT BPEMEHH MpOBepsijla OOCTAHOBKY, TPH-
CITyIIMBAsICh K JTIOOOMY pPE3KOMY 3BYKY.

Ho otapixana s He gonro... Yepes nmapy yacoB s ycisliajia
TOMNOT MOJKOBAHHBIX JIOIIAAE U 3BOH JIOCTIEX C Meuamu. § cpazy
NIOJHSIA TOJIOBY U YBHJEJA TBapICUIeB C TepOOM UMITEpUH Ha



TPyaH, Bliepen Ha OeTOCHE)KHOM KOHE CKaKasl caM UMIIEpaTop,
Jepxa B pyke BTopor ockook Kamus denukca. Kak oHM MeHs
Bbicienquan?! Ho TyT ke s MOHsIa, Kak: OCKOJIOK KaMH$ Mo4e-
MY-TO [TOJICBEYMBAJI MOM CJIE/Ibl OTHEHHBIM CBETOM, U UMIIEPATOP
MIPOCTO CJIEI0BAJI IO MOEMY IYTH. . .

HyxHo ckopee yxoauts! f BcTasia u XoTesa ObICTPO YITH 110
JIepeBbsIM, HO KOT/Ia rBapAus MPUOIU3WIACH K MOEMY JIEPEBY S
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA KAKYIO-TO HETOHSTHYIO C1a00CTh, CJIOBHO 3TOT
KpUCTAILT 3a0Mpat U3 MEeHs CUJIBL... S TOMBITaIach MPHITHYTh,
HO HE paccurTaia CUJjbl U COPBAIaCh, ajasi B KYCTHI.

Sl mpITaach BCTaTh M HavaTh O€XkaTh, HO s eJIe TIOIHSIACh Ha
pPyKax M TYT %€ MEHS OKPYKWJIA BOUHBI, & DHIEP COCKOYMUII CO
CBOETrO KOHSI M CXBAaTWJI MEHs, 3aJlaMblBasi MHE PYKU 3a CIIUHY
Y BBITACKMBasi U3 KycToB. MMmepartop cmycTuicsl ¢ KOHs, JAep-
’Ka octaBIIMicsa ockoyiok Kamusa ®enunkca, 1 momomen Ko MHe,
npy MpUOIMKEHUN 3TOro KaMHs s Bc€ crnabena... la 4yro sToT
KaMeHb JeJIaeT CO MHOI?!

— He nyman, 4ro Tl em1€ K1Ba, — HA4YAJI UMIIEPATOP C HEKUM
3710paCcTBOM. — OTJIMYHO Thl MHCLIEHMPOBaJIA CBOIO cMepTh. Ho
ceiyac MpuIuIo MOE BpeMs BEPUIUTD CY[!

— Hanerocs TH Oypiernns pemmTenbHee cBoux Benukux Jlopios,
a TO M He XBAaTUJIO CMEJIOCTH Cpa3y MEHsI YOUTb. .. — IPOXpUTIe-
Jia 1 U DHAEp CUJIbHEE 3aJI0MUJI MHE PYKH, IPUYUHSISA CUIIbHYIO
00J1b, HO s JIWIIIb CTUCHYJIA 3yObI.

— HagepHoe nmotomy 4Tto 51 caM Xouy pa3oOparbcsi ¢ TOOOH, —
OTBETHJI UMITIEPATOP, MOJHUMAsT MOIO TOJIOBY 32 TIONOOPOIOK U



CMOTpsI B I1a3a. — Bce ke mpaBay TOBOPWIIM, YTO Thl TEMEPh Clie-
Ta Ha OJIVH IJIa3.

— 4 "He cnena, — croKoWHO oTBeTUNA 1, — Criensl Te, KTo Tede
ciyxat! Ipeaarens Hapoja!

— J1a? A yem xe s npegan BceX CBOMX BEPHbIX MOJJAHHBIX 7 —
CITPOCHJT UMIIEPATOp, TPyOO OTTATKUBASI MOIO TOJIOBY.

— Idymaennb y TOW CHENKUA C JEMOHAMH, KOTOPYIO Thl MOJIHU-
caJl KpOBBIO CpPeIM PyMH JIpeBHEN CTONMMIIBI 3BE3]1, HE ObUIO CBU-
nerenei? — s MOJHsIA TOJIOBY U 3aMETUJIa, KaK 3TOT MpeJareib
B3/IPOTHYJI OT MOMX CJIOB, @ BOUHBI CHaYajia YAUBJIEHHO MIOCMOT-
peJii Ha UMIIepaTopa, a MOTOM C HEHABUCTBIO YCTAaBUJIMCh HA Me-
Hs1. — 51 Obl1a BceMy CBUETENEM, 1 CIbIIIalIa Kak/10€e CJIOBO, BU-
JieJia Kax/10e ABMKeHue. 51 mpekpacHO 3arlOMHIIIA YCIIOBUSI 3TOU
CIIEJTKH, YTOOBI IEMOHBI TIOTHSITA TeOsI Iy Th JIK He J10 60roB! Jly-
Maelllb HOPMaJTbHBII YeJIOBEK MPOCTO TaK CHAIMI Obl CTOJHUILY
U3-32 KaKMX-TO ype3alolux B MpaBax pepopmax, eciv Obl OH He
3HAJI, YTO CTOUT 3a ITUMU pechopmamu! ? S mpekpacHoO 3HaI0, UYTO
Thl XOYEIIlb OTAATH JEMOHAM Iyl HApOJa W Ha JIIJICKOU KPO-
BU MOJHATHLCSA 10 HeOec BMecTe ¢ HeuucThio! $1 Bcé mpekpacHO
3Hao!

— Jla Kak Thl cMeellb Tak TOBOpUTh npo Cesreriiero Nmre-
paropa?! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OIMH U3 BOMHOB W ITYCTWJI CTPEJIy MHE
B IOJIOBY, HO MOMNaJI B IJIAI, KOTOPBIM 3allUTUI MEHS.

— Kakue xe Bbl HauBHbIe! — yCMEXHYNIACh 1 U DHAEP yIapuil
MHE B CIIAHY.

Bapyr g pe3ko BeipBaiace 1 yaapuia Beaukoro Jlopaa o ro-



JIOBE JIOKTEM, MOTOM I BBIXBAaTWJIa KPUCTAJUI U3 PYK Mpearess
HapoJa U CO BCEU CHJIbI KMHYJIA O 3€MJII0, TTIOCKOJIBKY 51 YK€ He
MOIJIa TepIeTh KaK 3TOT KaMeHb 3a0rpaeT Mou CHIIbl. TyT e
TIOJISIHY O3apuJia sIpKasi BCIIBIILIKA U BCEX KPOME MEHS OTKUHYJIO
OT MecTa, TJie pa3ouIcs MmocaeTHIi ockomok Kamas denukca. ..

*Ot muua Duaepa*

AJMKHC BbIPBaAJIaCh U3 MOEU XBATKU U C CHJION yapuiia MHE
10 TOJIOBE, KOHEYHO MHE He ObLIO OOJIbHO, HO OT HEOKUIAHHOTO
yaapa s HeMHoro onemwi. OHa BeipBasia U3 pyk Mmmeparopa
ockonok Kamust dennkca 1 pazouia o 3emio. . .

Hac otOpocuiio B3pbIBHOW BOJHOW B COMPOBOXIEHUU SIPKO-
ro cpera, a OyHTapKa MPOCTO ymnaja Ha KOJEHW M He CABHUHY-
Jack ¢ MecTa. M3 MeJNKUX OCKOJKOB IMOJHSJIOCH IUIaMsl, KOTO-
poe npuHsIo0 00K PeHNKca U BOKPYT HUX MOSIBIJIOCH HEMO-
HATHOE 3allMTHOE T0JIE, U3 HOCAILMXCS OTHEHHBIX IyXOB, KOTO-
pble ipo3BaHbl BeunbiM OrHéM. Anmkuc nogHssia rojosy u de-
HUKC CKJIOHWJICSI HaJ/l HEeW, OKYThIBasi CBOUMU OTHEHHBIMU KPbl-
JIbSMM. . .

— Ilpuser, crapbiii pyr, 1aBHO HE BUAEIUCH... — CIOKOMHO
CKazasna AJMKUC, yblOasich, M MPOTSIHYJIA PYKY K rosioBe Beunoii
IITULBL

DeHMKC caM KOCHYJICA €€ PYKU, BHOBb spKas BCIIBIILIKA U BCE
ytuxJjo... Koraa s npuién B cedst OT Cemnsiero cBera, To yBu-
JeJ1, 4TO X He ObUIO Ha MecTe. . . JIUIb TIelolIre MecTo, Tjie pas-
OmJICS KpUCTa/UT M BCE. .. UTO 3TO Cceiuac, 4épt ero aepu, Obuio?!

Hmmiepatop TOke MOPAXKEHHO CTOSJ, HO S 3aMETHUJI, YTO €TI0



OoJIBIIIE TIOPA3UJIO TO, UYTO AJIMKHUC CKa3asia Ipo JA0TOBOP C AEMO-
Hamu... Conaarel MOILIY JJOBUTh UCITYTAHHBIX SIPKUMU BCTIBIIII-
KaMH JIOIIaJIel, a s1 ObICTPO OCeJIal CBOErO BEPHOTO KOHS, KO-
TOpoMYy ObUIO BCE paBHO Ha MPOU3OIIE/IIee, OH CO MHOM U He
TaKkoe NepeHEC, U HallpaBWICs B 3aMOK K Buzepy, rjae Takxke Ha-
xomwiack v Bukropus. OHU JOJKHBL UTO-TO 3HATH 00 ITUX KPU-
cTajulax.

*[IponomxkaeM ot auna Duaepa*

[Ipo1nuio HECKOIbKO MECSILIEB MOC/IE TOTO HEMOHSATHOIO CITy-
qas ¢ Tor OyHTapkoi Amukuc. Hu Bukrtopus, v Buszep, Hu
Jpyrue MyJpelbl He MOIIM OOBSCHUThH CIYYMBIIUECS, HO 00
Anuvkuc 60mblile HUYero He ObLIO CIBIIITHO.

A tem BpeMeHeM Ha Mimniepuio HauaJid Harnaaath IEMOHbI, KO-
TOpBIE 3BEPCKU YOUBAIM MUPHBIX XuTeel. M ¢ KaxapM OTCTy-
IIOM BOWCK I0J, pyKoBoACTBOM MMmriepatopa, KOTOpble caaBajiv
NIOCEJIEHU I C HEBUHHBIMU JIIOJIbMH, 51 HAUMHAJI BCIOMUHATD CJIO-
Ba 3Toi OyHTapkw. .. Ho imnepaTop nbITajics BCE ke cpakarbCs
C HEUHMCTBIO WJIM OH TaK HAaUTPhIBAET HEBUHHOCTH? JIaJHO, HEJb-
351 CJIYLIAaTh CJIOBA KaKOW-TO CyMAacCIE/IIen, KOTOpas KOrna-To
COXIJIA CTOJIMILY.

A ¢ Buzepom u BukTopueii exaiu Ha JIoImIaasx 10 noapaszie-
JIEHUsT BOMCK, KOTOPbIE JIOJKHBI ObLIM C/IEPKUBATh HAMAIKY Jie-
MOHOB CO CTOPOHBI MOpel. Mbl obeXaau K NEPEKPECTKY, I
CTOsUI yKazaTeslb ¢ HarpasieHussMu. Ha cronGe sToro ykasare-
JIs1 cujienia Y€pHasi B3bepOIlieHHAsl BOPOHA, KOTOpasi TPOCHYJIach
OT HAIIIEro MpUOTMKEHUS, NITUIA elE CUIbHEE B3bEPOIINIIACh,



HO MPOJOJIKMJIA CUAETh Ha MecTe. Sl mpuOIM3uiICs K yKas3arelo,
9TOOBI CTEPETh C HEerO IPsi3b, M3-32 KOTOPOW HA3BaHUS HAIIPAB-
JICHUH He YUTAJINCh, ¥ MITUIIA CIIPHITHYJIA HAa TaOJIWYKY C Ha3Ba-
HUEM HeOOJIbIIION JepeBYIIKY HeJlaleKo OT Hac.

Bopona cHauana nmocMoTpesia Ha MeHs1 JIEBBIM IJ1a30M, a I10-
TOM MOBEPHYJIA FOJIOBY M CMOTpPEJIA Ha MEHS IPABbIM IJ1a30M, Ye-
PE3 KOTOPbIN MPOXOAMII KaKOU-TO 1paM. [Ipu 3ToM nTuia craia
KPaCHOPEUMBO KOI'O-TO MHE HAllOMUHATb. . .

— Bam 3T1a nituiia HUKOro He HaroMUHaeT? — cripocwia Buka,
KOTOpasi Toke 0OpaTuiia BHUMaHKUEe Ha CTPAHHYIO BOPOHY.

Bapyr BopoHa B3jerena u nosieresa BI0Jdb JOPOrH, BEAYIIEeH
K JIEPEBEHbKU. 51 IOCMOTPEN €W B CJie[l U 3aMETUJ, KaK B TOU
CTOpOHE HeOO HavaJIo MPUHUMATh KpOBaBbIi 11BET. .. O Her! Tam
OTKPBUICS TIOPTAJT IeMOHOB! §1 OBICTPO HarpaBMIICs TIO IOpOre K
JIEpEeBHE, OCTAJIbHbIE 32 MHOM.

Korga mbl mpuObLIM K JIepeBHE TO JAEMOHBI YK€ aTaKOBaJIU
HEBUHHBIX JKUTEJIeW, HO 51 He BUJIEN 3[IeCb UMIIEPCKUX BOMHOB,
TOJIBKO MPOCThIE MYKUMHBI CPAKAJIUCh C HEYUCTHIO, J1aBasl KEH-
IIMHAM C IETbMH yOeXaTh NOfIaJIbIle OT SMUIIEHTPA. MBI He cTa-
JIM TSHYTb U Cpa3y PUHYJIUCDH B OOIL.

4l monckakan K ynaelieMy 3alllMTHUKY, KOTOPOrO FOTOBUJICS
Pa3IaBUTh O'POMHBIN JIEMOH, 1 BCTIOPOJI 3TOMY JIEMOHY OPIOXO.

— IloMoru ocTaJibHBIM YWUTH OTCIO/Ia, MOM KOHb TIOMOXET B
9TOM, — CKOMaHJI0BaJI f, [IOMOI'asl MY>KUKY BCTaTb U OTCTPEJIU-
BasiCh OT MOJACTYNAIOIINX IEMOHOB.

My:xurHa ObUT IOpaXEH, YBU/IEB MEHSI, HO PEIIUTEIHHO B3sLT



y3/1y MOETO KOHS Y HalpaBWJICS B IEPEBHIO, Cakasl paHEHbIX Ha
KoHs1. Buktopus n Busep Toxe otnanm cBoux KOHeH, YToObI TO-
MOUb JIIO/ISIM ObICTpee YiTH oTcioa. Teneps Havascs MOTHOIECH-
HbII O0¥t !

Bapyr Hag Moeit rosioBoit mposieTes OrHEHHBIN CHapsijI, XOTs
BukTopust Obu1a cripaBa OT MeHsI, OTOMBasi TIOJICTYMAIOIIHX Jie-
MOHOB TP MOMOIIM 3eMJISTHON Maruu. 1 oOGepHyscs u yBuaen
Ha KpblIIe OIHOTO U3 JAOMOB (PUTYPY B UEPHOM ILIAIlIE, FOTOBS-
1IEI0 OYEePEIHOM OTHEHHBIN CHAPS. .. 32 MOeW CIIMHOM Mporpe-
MeJT B3PBIB OT MYIIEHHOTO JI0 9TOTr0 CHApsiJa, U 51 IOCMOTPE Ty-
J1a, TIOPaXxasich Kak OT OHOTO y/apa MoJIErJIO CTOJIbKO HEUUCTH,
XOT$ OT yaapoB Buku 1eMOHOB 11312710 HAMHOTO MeHbl1e. Pury-
pa UCKYCHO CITyCTUJIACh MO KpbIILIaM JOMOB M BCKOPE Cpaxasach
C HaMU HapaBHe.

OrHeHHBII Mar CTPEMHUTENIBHO MPOOUBAJICS CKBO3b OpPIY
HEUYMCTH, U MBI CJIEIOBAJIM 32 HUM, KOT/1a HEU3BECTHBIN OKa3all-
sl IOYTHU Y MOPTaia IEMOHOB, TO T€ CTAJIM MOCIEIIHO OTCTYNATh
MIOCKOJIbKY 3Ta (hurypa B IUIaIle OJHa MPHUHECTa UM OOJIbIIINe
notepu. Korma mopran 3akpbuicst 1 HeOO TOCBETIIENO, MbI OCTa-
HOBUWJIUChH, OTXO/IS1 OT 3TOr0 0Osl.

— BBl Hem10X0 mokasaim ceds B 0010, — cKasall s, IOAXoad K
(purype.

— Bl TO3KE, XOTS 9TO HE yAUBUTENBHO, Bellb Bbl Benukue Jlop-
Jbl, — OTBETUJI 3HAKOMBIM I'OJIOC, U 51 Cpa3y HACTOPOKUIICS, CMOT-
ps Kak (purypa 060paurBaeTCs U CKUABIBAET KAIMIOIIOH, U3-TIO]
KOTOPOT'O MOSIBUJIOCh 3HAKOMOE JIMIO CO LIPaMOM Ha BCIO Ipa-



BYIO YacCTb JIMIIA.

— Yro THI 31€CH A€aeib?! — s pe3KO CXBATUJI AJIMKHC 32 rop-
JI0.

— INomorato BaM, — OHa HEBUHHO MOKaJIa [1e4aMu U YJIbIOHY-
nack. — VI B TaKMX CUTYalMsIX HYKHO roBopuTh "Cracu6o".

— Tol 3Haemb, YTO IPOMCXOOUT? — cripocui Busep, KOTopsi
noJoeEN ¢ Bukropuen k HaMm.

- Ha.
— W 4t0 %xe? — CyX0 CIIpOCHII $1, HE OTITYCKas €€.
— COJHBIIIIKO CBETUT, 00JIAYKA TUTBIBYT. .. — AJIMKUC HE CMOT-

Jla 3AaKOHYMTb CBOE U3/AEBATEIbCTBO, IOCKOJIBKY 51 CUJIbHEE CKall
e€ ropyo, puckys e€ yaymuTh. — OT TOro, 4To Bl MEHS yObETE
HUYEro He U3MEHUTCH. . .

— JlaBait mpoBepuM? — CIIPOCHUIT $1, HE OCNIA0IIsIst XBaTKY.

— DHjep, NOJ0XK/IU, — OCTaHOBWIA MeHs1 Bukrtopus. — Ham
ceiiuac MOXeT ObITh IMoJie3Ha Jiiodass nHpopmalms 00 ITUX JAe-
MOHAX.

— Bot umenHo — nagopmarnus, — OTBETHII 51, CJIeTKa 0CIabuB
XBaTKY, MOCKOJIbKY OyHTapKa HauuTajla YAYIUIMBO KalLIATh. —
A He 3TH IIyTKU U OpeHMU.

— Hy Torna s mis Bac Gecriosnie3Ha, OCKOJIbKY BCE, UTO S TO-
BOPIO, MOKHO Ha3BaTh OpefHsIMU, — AJIUKHC TTOXKaja TJICUYaMH,
repecTaBasi XpuIeTh.

— He cnern ¢ BeIBOmamMu, MOXET 9TO U He Ope/IHU, — CKa3asl
Buzep.

— Hy toraa, eciau Bbl AEUCTBUTENIBHO XOTUTE MOCTYIIATh MOU



OpelHu, TO YBUJUMCS B TIOTHOUb, — B pyKax AJIMKHUC TOSIBUIICS
YEPHBIN IMAPUK HAMO00Ue TOrO, KOTOPBI OHAa KHUHYJA, YTOOBI
YUTH OT Hac Torga. — MeHs He HaJo MKaThb, 1 cCaMa Bac Hauy,
€CJIM BaM JIEICTBUTEJIHO XOUETCs 3HATh.

Ona KuHyJa mapuk cede Moj HOTM ¥ Havyasiach IIMOBast 3a-
BECA, HO £ MO-IIPEKHEMY CXKAMAJI €€ TOpJIO U KJAJI, KOT/A JbIM
pacceerca. Ho korga 310 Cly4miioch, s1 yBUIEIN, 4TO JepkKall 3a
rop;io Buszepa, KOoTopelii caM He MOHUMaJI, KaK OKa3aJicsl B MOE!
XBaTkKe. S OTIYCTHII €ro U OCMOTPEJICS, HO YBUIEN JIUIIIb YIIeTa-
IOIIYIO OT HAC YEPHYIO NITHULLY.

— Yuuia, — peIKHYJI 51 M HAIpaBWIICA K iepeBHE. Tam Hac BCTpe-
YaJli PaJJOCTHO, HO CJIETKA HEJIOYMEHHO.

— D710 OBUIA T, KTO YCTPOWJIA MOXAP B CTONUIE? — C IPOKBIO
B I'OJIOCE CIIPOCHJI KTO-TO.

— la, — OTBETWJI £ U JIIOY B3IPOTHYJIN.

— Mosxet Ham oTnpaBuTh coodrienue Mimmeparopy 06 e€ mno-
SIBJIEHUU ] — CLIPOCUJI I71aBa JIEPEBHU.

— He nano, Imnepatop o Hen yxe 3Haer. Jlyme ckaxure, rae
CTpaxa, KoTopasi I0JKHA ObLIa 3alUIaTh 3Ty JEPEBHIO OT Jie-
MOHOB? — CIIPOCHII 1.

— Tak ux Bcex Buepa Mimneparop BbI3BaJI B CTOJMILY /IS TIO-
MOIIY B 00OpPOHE TJIABHOTO TOPOfIa M HUKOTO B 3aMEeH He TpH-
CJIaJl. .. — OTBETWJI ITIABHBIMA. — A TYT 9TU TBAapHU MOJIE3JIHU, CIIOBHO
3HAJIM, YTO Hallla JepeByIlKka Oe33alluTHA.

— SIcHo, 51 00s3aTeNbHO pa30epych B 3TOM, — CKa3aJl s ¥ TOTOM
CBUCTHYJI, 30Bsl CBOETO KOHS.



Moii KOHb OTO3BAJICA U TIOIIEN KO MHE, a 32 HUM U CKaKyHBI
Busepa u Bukropuu. S nomor Buke cects Ha e€ j1o11aap ¥ IOToM
Mbl HAITPaBUJIUCh K HAIlIEMy TAPHU30HY, HO M TaM OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO
NmniepaTtop 0To3BaJ BCE BOMCKA B CTOJIMILY, OCTaBUB "MOPCKYI0"
CTOPOHY 0e3 Kakoi-1o0 3ammuTsl. Kak-To cTpaHHO BCE 3T0. ..

— Yke N031HO, MOXET OCTAaHOBUMCS Ha HOWIEr? — CIIPOCHJ
Busep, korjga Mbl exaiy Ha JIoaasx 1o Jecy.

— Jla 1 Hallu JIOIAIKK yCTauu, — noajaepxana Bukropus, no-
IJIa)KMBasi MOPJy CBOEH JIOIIAI U CJIETKA OCnadsis y31y.

— MOXHO, — s1 IPUTOPMO3HJI CBOETO KOHSI, CMOTPsI B HE0O. —
Tem Gosiee CKOPO TMOTHOYB, XOTS 51 HE 3HAI0, Kak 3Ta OyHTapKa
"cama HaugeT Hac'".

4l crie3 ¢ KOHA 1 IpUBSA3aJ €10 K IEPEBY Y peku, Buszep nomor
BukTopun cne3ts U TOkE MpUBSA3al KOHEUM HEJAJIEKO OT BOMIBI,
YTOObl OHM MOIJIM HamuThcsl. Buka cobpaia HECKOJIBKO CyXHMX
BETOYEK M YK€ XOTesIa pa3keub KOCTEP, KAK BETKU CAMU BCIIbIX-
HYJIU, XOTsI Marust Buktopun naxe O11M3KO He HAXOIUIIAC.

— 4 cMoTpIO, BaM JEMCTBUTENBHO MHTEPECHBI MOM CJIOBA, —
ckazasia Anmkuc. Mbl 06epHYJIUCh U YBUIEIH, KaK OHA JepiKasia
OKYTaHHYIO OTHEHHOW Marueu pyky, KOTOpO# MOJOXKIJIA KOCTEP.

— Thl nu1a 32 HAMK? — HACTOPOXKEHHO cripocusl HekpomaHnT.

— Her. 4 nuia cBoet AOpOrou, HO TYT BCOMHMJIA, YTO BbI XO-
TEJIM CO MHOU MIOTOBOPUTB U MOIIIA BaM Ha BCTPEUy, — CIIOKOMHO
OTBETWJIa OHA, 0e3 KaKON-T100 N3eBaTeTbCKON YXMBUIKH.

— C gero Ham TeOe BepHTh? — CyXO CIIPOCHII 51, HE JIOBEpsisl eid.

— XOTHTE BEPHTE WJIM HET, HO TOI/A NOTEPSIETCS BECh CMBICT



HAIlIero pa3roBOpa, — OHa CKUHYJIA KAIIOILIOH, Ca/IsICh HA CYXOM
CTBOJIE HeAaJeKo OT KocTtpa. — Ho MHe Obl XOTenoch ¢ BaMH O
KOe-4EM JTOrOBOPHUTHCS, a UMeHHO: $1 Oyy yecTHa ¢ Bamu, a Bol
Oyzaere 4ecTHbI cO MHOH. XOpoIo?

— JlagHO, — 51 OOJIOKOTHIICSI HA CTBOJ AepeBa. — Thl 3HACIIIb,
910 Mpoucxonut? TombKo 6e3 3TUX TBOUX IIyTOYEK.

— 41 certuac NIyTUTh HE HAMEPEHA, Pa3 Y& y HAC TAaKOU CEPbE3-
HBII pa3roBoOp, — €€ HEPOBHBIN 3pauyOK YCTaJIO TOCMOTPEJT Ha Me-
Hsl ¥ TIOTOM Hauyaj CMOTPETb B OrOHb. — [la, 51 3Hai0, 4TO Mpo-
ucxoaut. M Kak A roBopwiia TOIja: Balll UMIIEPATOP 3aKIIOUYMII
CHIEJIKY C JEeMOHaMU, 4TOObI OH MOT' 3aXBaTUTh BECb MUP U BCTaTh
HapaBHe ¢ boramu... § crasa cBuaeTeneM HEBOJIBHO, HO 51 HE
MOTIJIa OCTaBUTb 3TO MPOCTO TaK, BE/Ib UMIIEPATOP JIOTKEH ObLI
3aIUIaTUTh IeMOHAM JIOACKMMH TyIIAMH, YTOOBl OHH BMECTE C
MMIIEPaTOPOM MOIJIA CBEPrHYTh BOroB M npeBpaTuTh 3TOT MUP
B Xa0C, MOJIHBIN CTPAJAaHUI U KPOBH. ..

— Kak ke Tbl cTasa cBuzietesieM? — 00eClIOKOEHHO CIpOCHIa
Bukropus, caasacs Heganeko OT Hee.

— 4 rynana HOYBIO MO PyMHAM CTapoOW CTONULBI 3BE3[, MO-
CKOJIbKY XOJWJIY JIET€H[Ibl, YTO HEKOTOPbIE CUMBOJIbI HA PyMHAX
BUJIHBI M YMTAIOTCS TOJILKO B 0cOOeHHbIe HouM. [1o 1peBHeMYy Ka-
JeHaapio 3BE31 g pacmmdpoBaia HEKOTOPble HOYM U OTIIPABU-
Jlach B pa3pylICHHYIO CTONULY 3BE3[ U1l U3YYEHUS STUX PYH.
Korna 51 BelMCKMBaia JpeBHUE CUMBOJIBI Ha CTEHAaX, S yBUIENA
ceet. [loHauany s mymana, 9to 3T0 OPOASITU WM MOAPOCTKH, a
MoXxeT 1 3BE3Hble JKperibl, 1 IETCKOe JIIOOIBITCTBO 3aCTaBH-



JIO MeHs TIOUTU TyJa M MOCMOTPETh, 4To mpoucxoqut. Ho ko-
112 sl IpUOTM3UIIACK, TO 51 yBUJIEJIa UMITEPATOpa, KOTOPBIA COCTa-
BUJI KaKyI0-TO IEHTarpaMMy, YBeHYaHHYIO YUEPHBIMU CBEUAMM. . .
OH noxjasicst orpeaeI€HHOro MOMEHTa M Hayasl YUTaTh 3aKJId-
HaHue Npu3bIBa. f 1axke He XOTena BCIYIIMBATHCS B CJIOBA ITO-
ro MpU3bIBA, MMOCKOJIBKY MOHUMAJIA, YTO 3TO YTO-TO OYEHb ILIO-
xo0e, — AJIMKKC B3/I0XHYJIa U, IepeBesi ayX, npoaosnkuna: — Ko-
I/1a OH 3aKOHYMJI, BCE 3aTMJIOCh KPOBABBIM CBETOM, MOI00OHO TO-
MYy, KOT/Ia MOSIBJISIIOTCS 3TU TBAPH, U OTKPBLJICS IOPTaJI, U3 KOTO-
POrO BHIIIUTA KaKKUe-TO MaTEépbie JeMOHBI. " Bbl rOTOBBI K HallleMy
npeAsIokeHnIo?" — CPOCUJI O/IMH U3 IEMOHOB, JOCTaBasi YEPHYIO
Oymary ¢ KpoBaBbIMU OyKBaMH 1 KUHXaJ. "¢ rotos," — oTBETHI
9TOT MpesaTesb U TOrAa BTOPOU JeMOH Havyall 3a4UThIBATh YCIIO-
BUsI ToroBopa. Koja oH 3ak0HYMIT, UMITEpaTop MPUHSLT KUHKA U
paccék cebe pyKy, TOTOM OH PUHSUT KaKOe-TO 00Jie3710e YEPHOe
nepo M MoAnucai IoroBop... [lociblmancs absIBOIbCKUNA CMeEX
Y BCE UCUE3JIO. ..

— Tak Bot nmouemy y Mmneparopa toraa pyka Oblia opesa-
Ha, — BCOMHWI Busep, — 51 Tak v 3HaJ1, 4TO HeJb3s TaK COApaTh
JIaJJOHb OT MAJIeHHUS].

— W 4to 6b110 TOTOM? — 51 HE 0OpaTHJ1 BHUMaHUs Ha Busepa.

— [NoTom umnieparop Kyaa-To ymie, a s mooosiach HaXOAUTh-
cs B MpUJIeNax 3TOW APEBHEU CTONMIIBI U CIIOMS TOJIOBY MooOe-
’Kaja JOMOW, — OTBeTWsIa OyHTapka, B3abixas. — S mobosiiach
paccKa3bplBaTh O CIYYUBIIEMCS, TOCKOJIbKY MEHSI MOTJIU CUYeCTh
3a CyMacIIe/Iylo Wil OOBUHUTh B U3MEHe UMIiepaTopy. EnuH-



CTBEHHBIH, KOMY 1 paccKazasia 3To, Obl1 Mo Apyr — PeHuKC.

— ®enukc?! — ynusuica g ¢ HekpomanTom.

— Mla, — AJlMKuC He Bbl1ajla HUKAKUX SMOIUH.

— 51 NOMHI0, KaK Thl UTpajia C OJIHUM U3 OCKOJIKOB, KOTOPBII
XpaHuiics B Benukoit bubnmnoreke, — ckazana Bukropus, moHH-
MaroIrie ybI0asch. — 3aX0xKy B OMOIMOTEKY, a TaM roTyooriaszas
JIEBYOHKA UT'PAETCs C OTHEHHOM NTUIIeW U3 KpUcTasuia. YecTHoe
CJIOBO, €cJv Obl 1 He BU/IeNa 3TO, TO AJIs MEHS STOT KPUCTAILT ObLI
ObI JIMIIb OOBIYHBIM KAMHEM OTHEHHO-KpacHoro 1sera. Ho Bcé
K€ s HE TIOMMY TTOYEMY Thl TAK PEIIWIIACH HA 3TO BOCCTAHUE. .. Y
TeOs1 cembsi: MaTh padboTaeT B Benukoi bubnuoreke. ..

— Y MEHS HET CEMBHU. .. — ITTyXO OTBEeTWIA AJIMKUC, HO BUKTO-
pusi 3TOrO, IOXOKE, He YCbllaia U MPOIoJIKUIIa, 3aTo s ¢ Buse-
POM OTYETIMBO BCE YCIBIIAIN U MEPENNISHYINCh, 3aMETHUB, KaK
OyHTapKa mompavyHesa.

— Orenl — Ky3Hell, MacTep CBOero jena, opar... — Buka ne
ycnesia 3aKOHYUTb CBOIO MBICIIb. . .

— ¥V MeHs HeT ceMbu! — 4yTh JIM He Kpr4a AJIMKUC CXBaTWjIa
Bukropuro 3a ropno. ..

HasepHoe, MHe 0Ka3aJ10Ch, HO 3payky AJIMKKC Ha4aJIu CJIer-
Ka CBETHUTHCS SIPKO-TOJNyObIM CBEYEHHEM. .. Uepe3 mapy CeKyH.
OyHTapka oTmyctuwia BUkTopuio u orcena B CTOpoHY, Oepsich 3a
rOJIOBY. §l 3aMeTWI, Kak OHA Hayvasa JpokKaTh.

— IIpoctuTe. .. — cIaBJIEHHO OTBETUJIA OHA.

— Huyero crpaiHoro... — Bruka nomnsitanachk €€ yCOKOUTD,
HO AJIMKMC JIMIIb OTOABHUHYJIACh. — KOHEYHO 3TO HE XOPOIIO



CIpaIuBaTh, HO MOYeMy y TeOsl HET CeMbH. .. 7

— Mou ponurenu oTpekauch ot MeHsd... VX 3acraBumm... B
TOM YHMCJIe U 5 3aCTaBUJIA UX CHENATh ITO. .. — MpolenTana Aam-
KHC TIOCJIe YIPIoMO# may3bl. .. — [Tocse riobaibHOro moxapa um
MOTJIa TPO3UTh Ka3Hb UJIM TAKOE K€ MU3THAHUE. .. S He Moryia umMu
TaK pUCKOBaTh. [la v oclie mokapa ObUTH HYXKHBI JIIO/IN JIJIST BOC-
CTAHOBJICHUS CTOJIUIIBI, [IOTOMY UM HUYEro He TPO3WJIO MOCIe
OTKa3a OT MEH4. ..

— Ho mouyemy oHM ObLIM JTOJKHBI OTKa3aTbCs OT TeOsI? —
HEJIOBKO crpocui Busep.

— [loTromMy 4TO OHM HEC/IM 32 MEHSI OTBETCTBEHHOCTb. — AJTU-
KUC TIOJHsIIA 1J1a3a, yTupas MEKY, U TOPbKO YCMEXHYynach. —
MUTaIie, YeM MOTy TMOKa3aThCsl Ha MepBbiid B3MIsAA. Tem Ooree
CKa)XUTe MHE: CKOJIbKUX Jiofield s1 yorta? CKOJBbKO JIIofIeH 51 pe-
mmaa poaHblx M O6au3Kux? CKOJMBbKO CTalo KajeK OT OKOrop?
Ckonpko kHUT B Benmkoii buommoreke s1 cnaymmia? CKONMBKUX
Jofiert st periiia camoro reHHoro? A? CKoJbKo Oef s puHec-
J1a, 32 KOTOpbIE $1 3aC/yKeHHO cuuTaioch M3roem?

Hacrynuna HenoBkas TUIIMHA ¥ OyHTapKa OMyCTHIIa TOJIOBY,
HaKU/IbIBasl KamooH. Mbl 3alyMa/Iich HaJl €€ BOIIPOCOM. . .

— Huckonbko, — OTBETHI 1 M AJIMKUC YIUBIIEHHO NOAHSJIA I'O-
7oBy. — Thl He yOwIIa HM OJHOTO YesioBeKa... Jla U oxoru Oblm
He CWJILHBIMU U He y BceX. U He ofiHa KHHra Jaxe He 00yIInach
¥ He Tolapananach oT oOpylIeHus Kpblmu. Y camble 1IeHHbIe
BeIIM, KOTOPbIe OBLIN Y JIIOJICH, He TocTpaaaiu. Thl BCEro JIMIIb
COXIJIa BETXHE JIOMa, KOTOPBIE U 03 TOro COOMPAIUCh CHECTH, a



Jpyrue MOKHO ObIJIO BOCCTAHOBHTD. ThI TOJIBKO MTOKa3ajia CBOUM
BOCCTaHMEM HEJIOBOJIbCTBO HAPOJA M B TOXKE BPEMsl Thl XOTeNa
3alUTUTH JIIOJIEH OT MPUILIECTBUS IEMOHOB.

— Jla? — 6yHTapKa Mmopaxx&HHO yIbIOHYJIaCh, HO OBICTPO 3aMe-
HIWIA YJIBIOKY rpycThio. — Ho Bc€ paBHO... § He cMorna cienathb
TO, YEro XOTeJa. .. Sl IUIIb OTTAHYJIA HAa4ajIo "TUIaThl' 3a BCEMO-
TYIIECTBO.

— Ho T8I nbiTanacek. — yneiOHyAcsS HekpomManT.

— He Hajo MeHs xaneth, — cyxo ckasajia Anukuc. — Eme
HEJJaBHO s ObLJTa JIJIS1 Bac 3JICUIIIMM Bparom, a Mo OyHT — Oec-
CMBICJICHHBIM TTOJIKOrOM. MeHsI HeJIb3s1 XBAJIUTh 3a TO, 4UTO 5T 00-
posachk ¢ TeM, 0 YéM HUKTO Oosbliie He 3Haj. JlagHo, mymaio s
BaM XOTb KaK-TO MPOSICHUJIA CUTYALIMIO, TIO3TOMY 51 MOTY MJITH.

— Kyna? — cnpocwuu 1.

— Ckaratbcs fanbliie... — AJMKUAC BCTajla, TMOMPaBIss
mianl. — B nouckax JlerenpapHoii YTonuu, MOCKOIbKY MHE OOJTb-
11Ie HUYero He OCTaETCs.

SI XoTesn OCTaHOBUTH €€, HO OHA MpeBpaTUjach B BOPOHY U
yJeTena, CKpbIBasiCh BO Mpake HOYM. Mbl IOPaKEHHO MPOJOI-
KWJIM CMOTPETh €1 B CJie]] U IOTOM, HE MeHee MopakeéHHo, nepe-
rsiHynuch. Kak el qajioch OCBOMTh Maruio npeBpaeHui? !

[loa yTpo Mbl ABUHYIUCH JAJIbIIE K APYTOMY FapHU30HY, HO
KOCTED, 32X KEHHBI AJIMKUC, TOpEeJ BCIO HOUb U HE Cpa3y MOTyX
oT BofIbI M 3emMuin. Kakasi-To y He€ BCE ke CTpaHHasi 9Ta OTHEHHast
Marusi.

brke K MOMyIHIO MBI TPUOBLIN K Ipyromy rapHu3ony. Ho



TaM OKa3aJoch, 4to MimmnepaTop ycnen u3garh Kakou-TO 3aKOH,
10 KOTOpOMY aOCOJIIOTHO BCE BOWMCKA MOAYMHSUTICH MY OTHO-
my (Mmmnepatop gaxe mpuauciI cede MOIO IpyKUHY) U TOJIBKO
OH MOI' Ha3HayaTh KOMaHAYIOUIMX, a 1 B CIUCKaX KOMaHAYIOIINX
MOYEMY-TO HE 3HAYMJICS, XOTsI 51 UMEIO BICIIMI BOEHHBIN YMH U
MHE TOXe JIOJKHbI TOAYMHSATHCS BCE BOWCKA.

MeHs 370 yke HaunHao OecuThb: MiMneparop HamepeHHo 3a-
IpelaeT BOMCKaM BOEBath € ieMOoHaMu. OH OTBOJUT BOMHOB U3
ropsiuMXx TOUEK, HAHUMAET YTOAHbIX EMY BOEBO[I, KOTOPbIE BMe-
cTo 00s1 OyIyT "TaKTHMYECKU" OTCTYIaTh, OCTABJISIET Oe33aIluT-
HOE HaceJIeHUe Ha pacTep3aHue JeMOHaM. DTO yXe HU B Kakue
pamMKH He Jie3er!

Y MeHs Oosbilie He OBUTIO TEpIIEHUsI, U 51 Cpa3y HAPABUIICS
B CTOJIMILY, 4TOOBI VIMIiepatop caM OOBSICHWII MHE, YTO OH Ha-
MEpUBAETCsl TAKUM 00pa3oM monyuyuTh. Buzep u Buktopus Ha-
MIPABUJIUCh CO MHOM, XOTS S OTIYCTWJI X B IIPUHAJIEKAIIIE UM
BJIAJICHUSI: OHU TOXKE XOTEJIM MOTOBOPUTH C 3TUM OTCTYMAIOLIUM
TPYCOM.

Bbauke K Beuepy ciie1yIomero AHs Mbl IPUObUTY B CTOJIHUILY, HO
OKazaJsiock, uyTo MiMriepatopa TaM He ObLIO, OH ObUT Ha KAKOM-TO
(ppoHTY, M IPUHATH OH HAC HE MOT. fI yXe sl CIepKUBaJl CBOIO
SpocTh, a Bukropus ¢ Buzepom mbITanuch MeHs1 OCTYAUTh, HO
9TO HE CHJIBHO MOMOoraio. 51 Bc€ Oosblile HAYMHAT BEPUTh CIIOBaM
AnvKuc, 1 UMIiepaTop BCE OOJIbIIE TEPSIICS B MOMX IJla3ax.

Kornma mb1 mpoxonmmm mumo Benvkoit bubmmorekn, s ocra-
HOBUWJICA M 3a[lyMAaJICsl, MIBITASICh IOHSATH, YTO 3 MBICJ/Ib 3aCTaBU-



Jla MEHsI OCTaHOBHTBCS 3/1eCh. S OCMOTpen CTeHbl OMOIMOTEKH
¥ HOBYIO KPBIIITY, CACTaHHYIO U3 YePETUIbl, YTOOBI IIPH OUepe/i-
HOM MOKape OHA HE 3aropesiach.

— Yo Takoe, Haep? — ycrajio cnpocuia Bukropusi, KoTopoit
YK€ Ha/I0eJI1 BCE ITU CKAUKHU.

— E€ matb 110 cux mop 311ech padbotaet? — CIpoCcHII 1, TPOJIO-
’asi MBITATbCS IOHSTh, CBOI0 MOMEHTHYIO MBICIIb.

— Ybg math? — He noHs1a Buka, HO IIOTOM 10 HEE AOILIO: —
Ha, 1a, Kak MUHIMYM HeJIeJTIo Ha3a]l OHa TOYHO 3/1eCh padoTaa,
a yro?

— XopollIo, — 51 COCKOYMJI C KOHSI U MPUBSI3AJI €0 K JIOIIA -
HOM cTosiHKe. OcTallbHble HEMOHMMAIOIIE TTIOCMOTPEJU Ha MEHS,
HO C/IEJIAJIA TOXE caMoe.

— Yro 1hI 3agymMan? — cripocui Busep.

— 41 Xouy y3HaTb nornoapoOHee YTO-TO MPO HEe€ U Mpo e€ mMa-
TUI0, — OTBETUII 51, BXOJsSl BHYTDb.

B 6uOnmoTeke HUKOro He ObUIO, JIMIIB JKEHIIMHA CTOsUIA 3a
PETUCTPALIMOHHOM CTOMKOM M TAE-TO BAAIN CIBIIAIOCH IPOMBI-
XaHue BEep U HEeJOBOJBHOE BOpYaHUe yOopiuibl. KeHImuHa
niepeOupasa Oymaru v He 3aMeTHJIa, KaK Mbl BOIILTH.

— IIpocTTe MBI 3aKpBIBaEMCS... — CIIOKOMHO CKa3ayia OHo-
JIMOTEKApIIIA, MOJHUMAS [JIa3a HA HAC, HO TYT K€ OCTAaHOBUJIACH.
E€ 11110 MMesio MHOTO CXOIHBIX YepT C AJIUKKC, CKaxy OoJbIIe,
AJIMKHC TIOYTH TIOJHOCTBIO MOX0Xka Ha CBOIO MaTh. — Benukue
Jlopnpl, mpuHOIY CBOM U3BMHEHHS, YTO BaM YTOAHO?

— 51 xoTen OBl MOTOBOPUTH C BaMU O Balllell I0YEepH. .. — OTBE-



THJI £, HO TYT K€ 3aMETWJI, KaK OHA ITOKa3aJIa KECTOM "'MoJIyarh"
Y 51 IPUTHX, BCIIOMUHAS, YTO YIIOMUHATh AJIMKHC — 3alPelIeHO.
Ho B ToXe Bpems Ha Jiuiie OMOIMOTEKaPIIN MOSIBUJIOCH CEPbE3-
HOE Y/IUBJIEHUE, C HEMOHATHOW MAJIUTPOM YyBCTB: TO JIM C PAJIO-
CTbIO, TO JIM UCITYTOM.

— Yro Bac uHTEepecyeT? — TUXO MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH OHA,
OCMAaTpUBAsICh MO cTOpoHaMm. — [TpoiiaeémMTe 3a MHOMA. . .

MBsI nonuy 3a MaTepbio AJIMKUC, M OHA MPUBEJIA HAC B CBOU
JOMUK, Bo3yie Benukon buommorekn. JJom OblT HEOOJBIIION, HO
yioTHbIA. Tam ObLTH yKe OTeIl| M ChiH, KOTOphIe C yIUBJICHUEM
BCTpeTWIM Hac. MaTh ObICTPO HAMpaBUIaCh B KAKyI0-TO KOMHAT-
Ky, TIO MYTH $ 3aMETUJI JAJIEKYIO 3aKOJIOUEHHYIO ABEPh K KOTO-
pOHl TaBHO yXe He moxxoauiu. budmorekapina 3aKpbuia 1Bepb
Ha 3aMOK M 3allITOpUJia OKHa.

— Yro oHa HaTBOpHIIa? — 0OECIIOKOSHHO CITPOCHIIa MaTh AJIH-
KHC.

— Bul 3Haere, yto Anukuc xuBa? — ynuBwica Busep, Tomy
9TO MaTh OyHTapKU He HayaJjia C BOMPOCA KUBA JIU €€ 10Yb.

— Ha... — caaBjieHHO OTBeTWIa OHA. — S BuAesa, Kak Ha Heé
ynajia oOpyIIUBINAsCS KpPbIIIa U AyMalia, 4To OOJbllie €€ HUKO-
raa He yBuky... Ho Ha crienyoomee yrpo oHa (MaTh 1o4eMy-To
noOanBaIach MPOU3HOCUTH UMSI JJOUYEPH) TIPUIILIA K HAM U TIPO-
CWJIa OTpeubcsl OT He€, MOTOMY YTO OHAa He XOTeJsa, YToObl BCS
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb JIEIJIa Ha Hac. ..

Ha e€ rma3zax nosBunuch ci€sbl, 1 Buktopus cpa3y morbiTa-
Jack e€ yremmTh (Takasd Bukropus y Hac nonumaromas). Yepes



HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl MaTh AJIMKUC CIIPOCHJIA:

— Tak 4TO ClTy4nsI0Ch, YTO BBl MPUIILIM Y3HABATH MPO HEE. . .7

— Hauanock ¢ TOro, 4to mMbl BCTPETUJIM €€... — MIOHUMAIOLIIE
ybIOHYJICS: Busep, HO sl phIKHYIT Ha HETO.

— OHa B nopsiike? — 0XKUBUJIACh OMOIMOTEeKapIIa.

— Cyas 1o ToMy, Kak OHa OT Hac JIOBKO yCKakaja M Kak OHa
6oposiack ¢ AEMOHAMU — OHA B MOJHEHIIEM MOpsAKE, — OTBETHII
s ¥ motoM crpocuit: — Keratu roBopst 0 Tom, Kak oHa Ooposnach
¢ neMoHamH. $1 XoTen Bac CpOCUTh: 3HAeTe JIU Bbl UTO-HUOYIb
npo e€ Marmueckue crocooHoctu? [loromy uto e€ aTaku ObLIH
CUJIbHEEe HallluX.

— Bc€ 4uTo 51 3HaW MpO €€ OrHEHHYI0 Maruio, 3TO TO, YTO €€
OTOHb MOKET TOpeTh BeUHO. .. V1 no KpaiiHen Mepe, OueHb J10J1-
ro... [loroBapuBaior, 4To (paKessl, 3aKKEHHBIE ITPU €€ MOXKaAPE,
ropsAT 70 CHX MOpP B MOA3EMeNIbsIX. .. — MaTh OyHTApKU MpU3aIy-
Masiach. — OHa ymena oOpamarbcsi U ¢ HECKOJIIBKUMU JPYTrMMU
MarvsiMi, HO KpOMe OTHS Sl YK€ UX He MPUINOMHI0. XOTsI MOJI0-
KJIUTE-TIOJOKIUTE, s [JIe-TO COXPAHUIIA € 3alUCHU O Marusix. ..

BubnmoTekapb crana nepeduparbh OyMard Ha CToJie, TOTOM JI0-
CTasia TUIOTHYIO TOJICTYIO U MBUTbHYIO KHUTY, OBICTPO nepedupast
crpanuiibl. C OQHOM U3 CTPAHUIL BBINAJ JIMCTOK, KOTOPBIN 51 MO-
noOpast, Ha HEM ObLT HaNMCaH KaKOR-TO TiepeveHb Marui.

— 397107 — CIIPOCHUJI 1, TPOTATUBAS JIUCT.

— Ha, 310, — MaTh paznoxuia Oymary u ObICTPO MPOCMOTpENa
3aIiCh, HAMIMCAHHYI0 BechbMa pa300puYMBbIM MoguepkoM. — Jle-
YEeHUE — U3yYeHO, BOAA — B MPOLECCE, BO3/yX — HAUYMHAIO, 3€M-



JIsl — HAYMHAIO, PACTEHUS U JKUBOTHBIE — OTTAYMBAHUE HABBIKOB,
IpeBpalieHUs — JAETCA C TPyAOM. Jlasiblie aAyT AIXUMUA U Me-
XaHUKa, HO y He€ ¢ 9TMM MpoOJieM HHUKOI/IA He ObLIO, XOTsI OHA
BceMy yumiach cama. Ho... Bbl, ckopee Bcero, Xotute e€ mnou-
MaTh 1 caatbk MiMneparopy, He Tak Jiu. .. ?

— Her, — ctokovino otBeTy 4. — [loka MBI ¢ HER COIO3HUKMU,
€CJIM TaK MOKHO CKa3aTh. MHE MPOCTO MHTEPECHO Y3HATH PO €€
OrHEHHYIO Marvio — HU4ero rnogooHoro s He BUAAIL.

— IIpaBaa? — YouBwiack OuOMMOTEKapia U OOJEr4YEHHO
B3JIOXHYJIA, YTO MBI HE XOTUM YOUTh AJIMKHUC, — YeCTHO roBOpsi
e€ Marus JIeACTBUTEILHO OCOOCHHAs, TIOCKOJIBKY CKOJIBKO 51 HE
WCKaJa, 1 He CMOIJIa HAalTU HU OTHOrO YIIOMUHAHMS O TOM, UTO-
OBl KTO-TO BJjazes rnmogoOHon maruer. Ho g Haruia, 4ro Takou
HEUCCSIKAeMbIN OTOHb Ha3bIBaeTCs1 BeunbiM OrHeMm, U BbI KaK BO-
VIH 3HAeTe, YeM OH LICHUTCS.

— Lenarca lyxu, a HE cam OroHb, — MOIMPAaBUII g (€CJIM BaM
yaacres noMats [lyxa Beunoro Orus nnm nogpykurbcs ¢ HUM,
TO OH MOXET JapOBATh BaM BTOPYIO KU3Hb, IOITOMY OH LIEHUTCS
y BOMHOB, TaK KaKk MOT'YT BOCKPECHUTh CBOETO X03sIMHa B 0010, HO
TOJIBKO OIH Pa3, JaJibllle OH MOrudaeT nim ocBodoxkaaercs). — 5
BUJIEJI 9TUX JIyXOB, KOrJa AJIMKKC YHUUTOXWUJIA BTOPOM OCKOJIOK
Kamus ®enukca, u s Takxe Buaen camoro denukca.

— Ona cMora ocBoboauth PeHrkca? — ynuBIiIach Math OyH-
TapKH.

— He 3Hat0, ocBOOOIMIIA MM HET, HO TIOYeMY OHa Ha3Basia Pe-
HUKCA CBOMM JIPyroM?



— Ona c gercrBa urpaia ¢ PeHUKCOM U3 OCKOJIKA, KOTOPBII
xpanusics B Benukoi bubnmoreke, 10 Toro, Kak OHa €ro yHu4To-
Kuia, — B3noxnyna 6ubnuorekapiua. — [TomHio, BiepBbie Mpu-
Hecsa e€ B OMOIMOTEKY U MOCaANIIa Ha KOBPUKE Y KpUCTaJlIa Mo-
Ka caMa OTOIILIa 1O JejiamM, BO3Bpalllaloch U BUKY, Kak deHukc
cam K Hew Jlackaercsl. CHavana s nepemyrajach v OTIEPHYJIA €€
OT KaMH#1, PEHUKC UCIYTAJICA U CIPATAJICS B KPUCTAJLIE, HO A. ..
OHa cama TsiHyJ1ach M 3Bajia OrHeHHy1o ntuny. Toraa s onycru-
Ja e€ Ha KOBPUK U CTajla CMOTpPETh, UTO OyneT: PeHuKC BHOBb
MOSIBWJICSI ¥ HAYaJl UTPaTh ¢ peOEHKOM, He MIPUIMHSS el KaKo-
ro-mbo Bpena, Pennkc gaxe crapascs samumars e€. C Tex nop
OHU XWJIM HE pa3Jieil BoAa: OHa MpeKpacHo noHumaia Pennkca
Y pa3roBapvBajia C HUM, U CKOpPEE BCEr0 OH HAy4uuJ €€ ITOl Ma-
TUU. ..

Marp ANMKHUC rpyCTHO B3JJOXHYJIa U ITPOLIETTaIA!

— AJMKMC, 32 4TO THI Tak...? Ilouemy Thl momuia Ha 3710...7
Thl 5x€ 3HaIa, YTO HUYEM XOPOIIIUM 3TO HE KOHYUTCS. . . AJIUKHUC,
rouemy? — OHa BHOBb 3aIlIaKajia U OTBEPHYJIACh. ..

— AJIMKHC 3Haja, YTO JIEJIAeT U 3a4E€M 3TO AEJAET, — s B3
Mamy AJMKuC 3a riedo. — OHa He pacckaszaia 3T0 BaM, IOTOMY
9TO OECIOKOMIIach O Bac.

— Ona BaMm 3710 CKazaia...? — MOpax€HHO CIPOCUJIA MaTh.

— Ha, — monreepauiaa Bukropus ¢ Buszepom.

— Torna moxere nepenars €il, YTO Mbl JI0 CUX TMOp €€ JIIoOUM
1 KIEM? — TIonpocriia OMOIMOTEKapIna, cierka yiIbloasch.

— XO0polLLo, — CONIACWICA £1.



— Cnacu6o... Y Bac ecTb eIg Kakue-HuOyIb BOIPOCHI?

— Her, — orBetun 51 1 TOoraa matrb AJTUKKUC OTKPbUIA IBEPb U
MPOBOJMIIA /IO BHIXOAA.

bubnuotekapia mpeasaraga HaM TMEpeHOYEBaTh, Pa3 Mbl
*n1am MMrneparopa, HO Mbl BEXJIMBO OTKa3aJlUCh, HO 3aTO $I
y3HaJI, 4TO Ta 3aKOJIOYEHHAs IBEPb — 3TO KOMHara Aymkuc.
3a0pajl HAIlMX KOHEeW 1 BHOBb Ipeioxkui Bukropun u Hekpo-
MaHTYy OTIPABUTHCS MO CBOMM BJIaJJEHUSIM, HO OHU BHOBb OTKa-
3aJIUCh, IOSTOMY HOUYb MbI IIPOBEJIU B HAIIMX JI0oMax npu Mmmne-
patopckoMm aBopiie. S 1ok Iych 3TOro "TakTuka", YT0OBl OH MHE
OOBSICHIII 324€M EMY CTOJIBKO JIIOICKOM KPOBH.

— Ioxanyiicra, nonoxaure! Mmneparop 3aHaT Oymaramu. ..
— TIOMBITAJICS OCTAHOBUTh MEHSI OJIMH U3 CJIYI, KOrAa sl WIEN K
TPOHHOMY 3aJ1y, HO 51 OTTOJIKHYJI €rO0.

— MHe BCE paBHO, y MEHS €CTbh OY€Hb BaXXHBI pa3sroBOp K
MMIIEPATOPY, — OTPBI3HYJICA 51, BXO[s B IPOCTOPHBIM 3aJ1, I€ Ha
Tpone MmMriepatop 6e3 Kakoro-1mbo UHTepeca MpOCTO Mepesu-
CTBIBAJI KaK¥e-To Oymaru. — BOT Tak BbI 3aHATHI criaceHreM VM-
nepun?

— Ox, Duuep! — 3acyetwiicsa mneparop, mondupasi CTOIKY
Oymar, 4ToObI Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH 3aHUMAJICSI YEM-TO BaKHBIM, HO
s y’Ke BUZIeN, YTO TOT TPYC MPOCTO Tak cuaen 6e3 aena. — Uto
TeOs1 npuBesio ciopa? Tel pa3Be He JOKeH ObLT OBITh Ha "MOp-
ckom" (ppoHTYy?

— MeHns npuBena croja Baiia 6e30TBETCTBEHHOCTh! A "Mop-
CKOro" (ppoHTa HET, MOTOMY YTO BBl BCEX BOWMCK OTO3BAJIM OT-



TyJa, OCTaBUB HacejleHue Oe3 3aluThl! — Havas s, CAep:KUBast
HEHABHCTh, HO yXe TIOKa3biBasi THeB. — Bl yOpanu 3ammry u3
JiepeBeHb U He MPUCIaIM HOBYIO, a TaM KaK pa3 HavyaJiu MOsiB-
JIATBCS IEMOHBI, CJIOBHO 3HAJIM, YTO Bbl OCTABUJIM CBOMX BEPHBIX
NO/IJaHHBIX Oe3 MOKpoBUTeNIbcTBA! Bl cTaBuTe Ha IIaBHBIE BO-
€HHBIE TIOCTBI TPYCOB, KOTOpbIe Oy/IyT OTCTYIATh, C/IaBasi Topoia
U céla c JmoabMU 3TUM TBapsiM! Bel mpocTo otnaére moneit Ha
cbesieHre geMonam! M kak Bbl coOupaeTech MHE OOBSICHUTD Ta-
KyIO "TakTuky"?!

— [onoxau, HE TOPSYUCH. .. — UCITYTAJICS UMIIEPATOp, MbITa-
SICb IPUAYMATh OMpPABJAHUE, XOTS 5 KPACHOPEYMBO HAMEKHYII,
YTO 3HAIO MPO 3TOT AbSBOJIBCKUNA JOTOBOP. — DTO BbIHYKIEHHAS
Mepa, YTOObI 3aIUTUTh CTOJIHILY . . .

— 3Haunt Tak? — yauBuics s. — Jla ecim Obl BBI 3alUIIAIN
CTOJHILY, TO BBl Obl HE OCTaBIIIM "MOPCKOi" (PpOHT Ge3 3aiuThi!
WNHaue nemoHam OTKpbITa IpsiMasi 10pora K CTOJIMLIE U TYT J1axke
camble CUJIbHbIE 3aCTaBbl X He caep:kar. M 3amura He o3Hava-
€T MPOJIMBATh OECCMBICTIEHHYIO KPOBb, KOTJIa HACEJICHUE MOXHO
ObLTO 320/1arOBPEeMEHHO 9BaKyHPOBATh, Pa3 BOMCKA TOXE OTCTY-
naiot! Bl mpocTo xoTuTe, 4TOObI AeMOHBI youBasu moneit! He
1 Toro g B "BoitHe Boros" BoeBai, 4TOOBI celyac OTIABATh
JIOACKUE Ay JEMOHaM !

Sl pa3BepHyscs U ObICTPO BhIIIe U3 ABopra. CUil HeT Haxo-
JUTbCS PAAOM C 3TUM MpejaateneM! Xopoulo, pa3 OH HE XOYerT
BOEBATh, TO BOEBATh Oymy !

Korna s Beien, s yBuen eme OfyMH OTO3BaHHBIN TMOJK, BO



IJ1aBe KOTOPOTro ObLT OCTOPOXKHBIN, HO 3PaBOMBICIISIINI BOEBO-
na. [loxoxe nmneparop Ha3HAYMWII €r0 32 €0 OCTOPOKHOCTb.

— W BbI TOXE caanvch ?! — ynuBuIIcs £, 3Hast, 4To Busbrem (Bo-
€BOJa), AAXKe CO CBOEU OCTOPOKHOCTHIO, HUKOI/IA HE JOIYCTUT
0ecCMBICTIEHHOE OTCTYIUIEHHE Y KPOBOIIPOJIUTHE.

— Hawm Obut oTan nmpukas... — BoeBoAa MPOTSIHYT KaKOH-TO
JIUCTOK, KOTOPBIN I CHaYasIa OTTOJIKHYJI, lymasi, 4To TO MpPUKa3,
HO Busbrem HacTOMYMBO BJIOKWI MHE 3TOT JIUCT B pyKy. — M-
nepaTop MpoCTO CAAET 3eMJIU C JIIOIbMU HA pacTep3aHue 1eMO-
HaMm *meénorom™... Bel 3HaeTe, g IPOCTO Tak HE yUAy ¢ (PpOH-
TOB B ThUIL. [109TOMY OT/IaiiTe MHE TOJIBKO TIPUKa3, U s Oy1y Ha
Ballleil CTOPOHE, HeB3Upasi Ha 3TOT OECCMBICIIEHHBIN 3aKOH C Ha-
3HaueHreM BoeBoj. Co MHOU OylyT U JIpyrue BOeBOIbI, KpoMe
9TUX UMIIEPATOPCKUX MOAIN3. Tak 4TO MBI KAEM Balll IIPUKA3.

— Xopolllo, — s 00/IerY€HHO B3[I0XHYJI, TOHUMAs1, YTO OCTaJIb-
HbIE BOMHBI HE XOTAT IPOCTO TaK MOAUYUHATHCSA UMIIEpaTopy, KO-
TOPBIN OTIAET JIIOJCKUE AYIIN JEMOHAM, 3a IpaBo ObITh borom. —
Knute Moux pacnopsikeHui, CKOpO Mbl camu OyJieM BOeBarh,
pas3 3TOT TPYC HE YMeeT.

4 nanpaBuica k apyrum Bemmkum Jlopoam, KoTtopsle Toxe
OBbLTM TOTOBHI 3aUIaTh VIMniepuio, ¥ BCKOpPE Mbl CO BCEMH CTsI-
HYTBIMM CIOJja BOUCKaMH JIBUHYJIMCh HA (PpOHTHI. VI MBI yke He
OyaeM MOJUYUHSITHCS 3TOMY MpeiaTeso.

*Ot moero auna*

4 ma mo Ge3KU3HEHHBIM YCTyNaM CKasl B "TOPHOW" 4YacTu
umriepuu. TONBKO BeTep 3aBbIBA MEX MPUKPBITHIX JIUIIAWHU-



KOM CKaJI, U3pe/IKa JIOHOCHIIOCH 37100HOe OypJieHne PeKH 1 3BOH
KHAPOK O KaMeHb, TIOCKOJIbKY 3[€Ch HAXOMATCS MaxThl. S mpo-
CTO IIIa HEBEIOMO KYy/1a, Kak 00bIYHO. .. Hu uyBCTB, HU SMOIHUT,
TOJILKO ITPOCTOE KeJIaHKe OOPECTH MOKOM. . .

Bapyr s ycrblnana KpUK U yBUjena, Kak HajJ MECTOM, OTKY-
12 TOHOCWJICS 3BYK YCEPIOHBIX YAApOB KUPOK, HAYAJIO KPACHETh
HeOo. Sl cpady npeBpaTuiack B BOPOHY U IOJIeTeNa K MECTY CO-
ObITHIA. §I HE MOTy Tak IPOCTO OPOCUTB JItoziel B Oejie, Jake eciu
IS OCTAJIBHBIX 1 VI3rou.

Korna st mpu6sina Ha MecTo, TO paboure MBITAIUCh OTOUBATD-
Cs1 OT IGMOHOB T€M, YTO TOJIBKO MOMAIAIOCh MO PyKy. OXpaHbI
37iech He ObUIO, XOTS Ha 3TOM IIaxTe paboTal MATEKHUKH, KO-
TOpBIE TAKXe, KaK U 51, BBICTYITHIIM POTUB pedopM nmmeparo-
pa. Ecu Ob1 MeHs moiiMany, HO He Ka3HWJIM M He OTIPABIJIN B
TIOPbMY, TO 51 Obl paboTasa Ha MOAOOHBIX IIaXTax.

JleMOHBI OSIBUITUCH 3/1€Ch, YTOObI YHUUYTOXKUTH OJIHY U3 IJ1aB-
HBIX axT VIMnieprn, HO MO OTOHb 3aCTaBUJI MX OTCTYNUTS. [1o-
9YeMy-TO BCE JIEMOHBI HE MEPEHOCHIIM MOIO OTHEHHYIO Maruio u
B CKOPOM BpEMEHM 3Ta HeYMCTb yOerasa cjoMms TojoBy B CBOM
noprai. Korzaa Beé cTuxJio, s ocMOTpesiach M yBUjena, Kak Iax-
TEPBI, CMACAIOLIMECS B IIAXTaX, MOTUXOHBKY BbUIE3ATM U HAYH-
Haymm Onarogaputh MeHs. OHM 3HAJM, KTO 5 TaKasl, HO ISl HAX
s1 ObUTA CUMBOJIOM CBOOOIbI, 1 OHM OBLTM TOTOBBI MOJJIEPKATh
MEeHsI BO BCEM 3a TO, 4TO 5 uX cnacia. Ho s oTkaszanace oT Ka-
KHUX-TMOO ToYecTeld W OTIMYCTWIA "KOJuler" Mo BOCCTaHHMIO Ha
cB00OOMY, a cama TOIILIa AAJbIIE B TOUCKAX Y TONHMHU U3 JIETEHI.



Bckope s BblliIa Ha TBIIHYIO 3€JE€HYI0 A0JMHY CHOKOMHON
peKH, KOTopasi oTepsijia CBOE OyICTBO B ropax M Terepb roTo-
Ba CIIOKOWHO Teub 1Mo paBHUHaM. OOBIYHO TYT MACyT )KUBOTHBIX,
HO MOXO0Xe€ UX TO JIM HE BBIBOIWJIM, TO JIU YK€ 3arHaju. S mpo-
ILJTACh IO TPOITMHKE U TMOJIONLIA K PEKe, B OKPYTe HUKOTO He Obl-
JIO, JIMIIb U3peaKa Mapuil OOUHOKUKA OPETI, KOTOPBIM BBICMATPH-
BaJl CBOIO JJOOBIYY.

CkuHYB 11111, $1 yMbLIACh U MOMKJIA XOJIOJHOM BObI, Kakaa
MPOCTO 3aMyuuJia OT TOro AOJITOro MmyTu. Bapyr psigom cen Tot
camMblii OpEn U Toxke Havas muTh. OH celt OIM3K0 KO MHE U He Ha
MEHs, OH MPOCTO CeJl PSIoM, OyATO 3HaJI, YTO 51 €My He HaBpe-
Ky. [Ttua O6bl1a KpacuBasi v Belm4aBasi, HO crapasi. HTepecHo
CKOJIbKO JIET OH XPaHUT 3TY JOJUHY?

— Kak Tbl Iymaenms JOJIro v HaM KHATh OCTAJIOCh? — CIPO-
CWJIa 1, KOrza OpéEll MOAHSII TOJIOBY M TOXKE paccMaTpuBajl Me-
HsA. Op€n He OTBETWI, TOJBbKO BCIYIIWJICS U B3JIETEN, KPUKHYB
9TO-TO. — ThI O KU3HU AyMaelllb, MOJIOMEII (s HEIOBKO YJIBIOHY-
71ack). .. TONBKO y MEHS )KU3HU HET, YTOOBI O HEl JIyMaTh. . .

Sl mponomkmia cUaeTh Ha CKAJMCTOM Oepery peku W Hacna-
KJAThCSl KPACOTOM ITOW TUXOW HONMUHBL. Byab Most Bosist, 51 Obl
MOCEIUIIACh 3€Ch, HO TO TOXE UMIIEPCKUE 36MJIU U C HUX MEHS
OBICTPO CTOHSIT, OTOMY 51 MOTY JIMIIIb OTAOXHYTb 3/1€Ch TIOCTIE
9TOU JIOJTOM W HYJHOM J0POroi U MOArOTOBUTLCA K Oojiee J0I-
rOMY IIyTH, YTO IIPEJCTOUT MHE. ..

Uepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl s yCJIblilaia LIOKaHbe KOIIBIT, HO HEe
oOparayia Ha 3T0 BHUMAaHHUS, TyMasi, YTO TO MACTYXH BBIBEJIH



crayo. Korma ckakyHbl ObLTM HEJTAIEKO OT MeHs, 5 yCTIblIaa:

— 2i! Crpannuk! He mojckaxkerns HaM, Kak J100paThes 110
maxT? — crpocuiia Bukropus.

— BBepx 1o peke U CBEpPHYThb K YIIEJbIO, a TaM Jajblle ca-
MU YBUJIUTE, — OTBETHIIA 1, TIOATSTUBAsI CBOM TUIAIl TIOOTMKE. —
[IpaBaa Bbl TAM HUKOTO HE HAMIIETE YKE.

— O, Anukuc! — Buktopus noackakanaa Ko MHe. — Mbl 1e04,
KaK pa3, XoTeJM HauTu. Y moueMy Mbl HUKOTO HE HalJIEM B I11aX-
Tax?

— Ha miaBHy10 maxTy Harnasam AEMOHBI. .. — XOT€JIa OTBETHUT 1.

— Kakoi yxac! Mbl onozganmu! — ncnyranace Buka.

— HukTto He moru®, — CIOKOWHO CKazaia s, HaKUIbIBas
ianl. — § okazanach psOM U TIOMOTIJIa UM OTOUTHCS, a TOTOM
OTIYCTWIA IMAXTEPOB, & OHU TIOILIM JAJIbINE MIAXThl OCBOOOXK-
JaTh.

— Cnaa boram! — ycriokousiach Bukrtopusi. — Anvkuc, nou-
IEM C HAMU.

— Kypna, 3aueM u noyemy? — 51 OMyCTWIA TOJIOBY, HE KeJsast
MOKKJATh 3TO MECTO.

— Tbl MOXelb HaMm MOMOYb B OOphOE C STUMU IEMOHAMHU.

— Hymaete Takasi 6ecriosie3Hasi IEBUOHKA, KaK 51, MOXKET I0-
MOYb BaM, Besmkum Jlopaam? — B3AOXHYJIA 51 M HAKUHYJIA KaIlio-
IIOH, TIOTYNUB B3IJIsi/] B CTOPOHY.

— Anukuc, Tol He 6ecniosie3Ha. TBOsI Marusi O4eHb CHJIbHAS U
Thl MOXEIIIb HAM MIOMOYb, — BUKTOpHS Hauana MeHs yTellaTh.

— Insa Bac, Benukux JIopooB, AEMCTBUTENILHO HET TPaHMLL, —



YCMEXHYJACh s1. — MaJjio TOro, 4To Bbl MEHSI CIIOKOMHO Ha3bIBaeTe
M0 UMEHH, TO BbI €€ XOTUTE CO MHOW COTPYIHUYATD.

— 41 cepb€3HO, HAM HYKHO 3aIUTUTh IMITIEpHIO OT 3TUX JeMO-
HOB. A TBOSI OTHEHHAsl Marvsi CUJIbHEee HalluX W JIy4lle CIpaB-
JISIETCS C STUMH OeCaMH.

— ymaete? — 51 BCTaJIa U OTPSXHYJIACD.

— Ha, — oxuBmiace XpanuteabHuiia CTUXUA.

— Torna mHe BCE paBHO, — yCMEXHYJIACh S1 U HAIPaBWJIACh K
KaMEHHOM NepenpaBe yepe3 pekKy.

— Amukuc! — Buktopus Bcrana y MeHs Ha myTu. — Tebe neii-
CTBUTEJILHO MIPUATHO CKUTATHCS U3roem?

— A 4TO MHe eni¢ fienarh? — OrphI3HYIAch 5. — S yKe npuHs-
J1a ce0s Kak M3ros v MHe OOJIbIIIE HUYETO HE OCTAETCS, KaK CKU-
TaThCSl.

— Ml pazroBapuBaii ¢ TBOUMH POAUTENISIMH, U OHU TIPOCUITN
nepenarb Tede, YTO OHU J0 CUX MOop TeOs 00T v KAYT. Tak rmo-
4yeMy Thl He XOuelllb BepHyThcsa? [ToueMy Thl He XOUelllb, YTOObI
TeOsI IepecTaiy CIUTaTh U3roem?

YrnomuHaHuE O MOUX POIUTENSAX U TO, uTo Benukue Jlopawi
HUMH Pa3roBapuBaJv, 3aCTaBUIJIO MEHs B3IpOrHyTh. 1 odecrio-
KOEHHO [MOCMOTpeia BUKTOpHHM B 11a3a v NOHsLIA, YTO OHA TOBO-

PUT TIPaBLY.
— AJMKUC, MBI BOIOEM MPOTUB TEX, OT KOTO ThI MBITAJIACH 3a-
IIUTUTH JIIOACH... — C TIOC/Ie[IHEN HAJekKA0H YyrOBOPUTh MEHS

npousHecia Buka. — U Tel IBHO XO4elllb 3aKOHYMTh HAYATOE, HE
Tak jau?



— Xoporio... — caanach s, — Jaxe ecnu s ympy, 310 Oyaer
JIy4lle, YeM CTHUTh B CKUTAHHUSIX.

— He roBopu Tak, — BUKTOpUS CHIpbIrHYJIa ¢ KOHSI M OOHSIA
MeHs1. — Thl criocoOHa Ha Oosbliiee.

— Ymeperts emg Ooee rIynon cCMepThio? — yCMEeXHYJIach 1.

Xpanutenpuuna CTUXHNA OTIYCTUIA MEHSI, MSTKO YTbIOAsICh.

— JlaBay, caiuch, — ckasana BUkTopus, 3ackakuBasi Ha CBOEro
KOHS$1 ¥ MIOXJIONBIBAsA €ro MO CIMHE, YKa3blBasl KyJa MHE CECTb.

— 4l cama,— oTBeTWIIA 1, HE KeJlasi HarpykaTb CBOUM BECOM
JIOIIab.

— Ho MHe ObI Xx0Tes0ch, YTOOBI TH ObLIA B MOJIE 3pEHUs, a He
B HeOe. ..

— Boutecs, uTo 51 yoery? — BHOBb yCMEXHYJIACh 5.

— Jla.

— Xopolo, Kak cKaxuTe, — 5 mpuHsija 0OMMK BOJIKA U cTana
KJaTh MOKAa BCE OTOUIYT OT YOUBJIEHUS, U Mbl IBUHEMCS Ky[a
Benukomy Jlopaoy HyX)HO.

— Bukropus, 4to Ciyuymsoch? — CIpocui DHAEP, Korga Mbl
TIOJIONIIM K HUM TIOKa OH YTO-TO 06cyxaan ¢ Buzepom. — 1 uto
9TO 3a cobaka?

— D10 ObUI BOJIK, — MOMpPABUIA S €ro, IPUHUMAsI YesloBede-
CKMi1 OOJIMK M YyBCTBYS MX YJWMBJIEHHE. — A BOT Tenepb Mepes
BaMHM cobaka (s crienana JOrHuecKoe ylapeHue Ha CioBo "coba-
Ka'" ¥ JKecTOM yKa3ajia Ha cebs).

— AJIMKHC, NOXATyICTa, CKAKU B KaKMX KUBOTHBIX Thl €ILE
MOXeIllb TTpeBpaiarbcs, — nmonpocwn HekpomaHt, — YToOs s



3HAJI KaKoe KMBOTHOE CO IIPAMOM Ha IJ1a3y Thl, a KAKOE — HeT.

— OcraBmo 31y HH(GOPMALIMIO AJIs CIOPIpPU3a, — YCMEXHYJIACh
o

— Bukropus, rae Tol e€ Hanuia? — cipocuil DHAEp, MOAX0As
Ha CBOEM KOHE K Buke.

— Cnpocuina iopory 10 11axT, — OTBeTUIa Bukropus.

— A noueMy BepHY/IUCh? — nouHTepecoBajicss HekpomanT.

— B miaxtax HMKOro Her, — OTBETWJIA sI, OOJIOKOTUBIIUCH HA
JIepeBO M OIJISIIBIBAST YaCTh APMUM, UTO ObLIa 37€Ch.

— Boi ono3panmu? — 06eCcrokoeHHO CIpOCHIT JHJIEP.

— Tam HMKOrO HeT, Kak cKa3zajia AJIMKHC, — OTBETWIA X PaHU-
tenpHria CTUXUA.

— Sl ormycTria maxTe€poB, pa3 Ball UMIIEPATOP JAKE O HUX HE
3a00THTCS, — 51 Oe3pa3IMIHO JT00aBIIIA.

— la, MBI BUJIeSTU TPYIIY MIAXTEPOB, KOTOPbIE TOBOPUJIM, UTO
Thl UX OTIYCTHJIA, — 3ayMaJics DHuep. — Jlaxke HecMOTps Ha To,
9TO TaM ObUTH MSITEKHUKH 51 KX TOXKE OTITYCTHIL.

— Tam 6puTM IemMoHbI? — cripocui Buzep.

— Vry, — 1 kuBHyna. — OHU COOMPATTUCH HAMACTh HA TJIABHYIO
HIAXTY.

— W TyT repoiick¥ MOsIBUIIACH THI M BCEX CIIacia, — YJIBIOHY/IACh
Bukropus.
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