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Taitna cTapoil MeJbHHUIIbI

Eciu BBl €11€ He ClpIIIaiy PO CTapyl0 MEJIbHUILY Js1JI0UI-
ki Jljonpe U Koe-4to emi€, YTo TaM CIy4rJIoCh, TO Mbl cervac
C YIOBOJILCTBUEM PACCKAKEM 3Ty UCTOPHUIO CIIEIIUAJIBHO 151 Bac!
A 11esio ObUIO TaK. ..

Ha ogHoli cTapoii-npectapoil MeJIbHUIIE KU TaKOW ke CTa-
phlii-Tipectapblii MeJIbHUK 110 uMenu [Ibep [lionpe, HO Bce 3Bain
€ro MpOCTO U He3aTeMIMBO — aamomka lonpe. HukTo He 3Haul,
CKOJIbKO OBLJIO €My JIET Ha CaMOM JieJie, U BCEM Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH
Bceraa ObUl TAKUM — CEIbIM, KUJIUCTBIM, MOPIIMHUCTBIM, MPH-
MBUIEHHBIM MYKOU JIOOPSIKOM, ¥ HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIIO TIPE/ICTABUTD
ce0e ero Kak-To UHayve.

Bcio cBowo xu3Hb gsomika onpe Moson 3epHO Ha cBoei
MEJIbHUIIE, 4 Ha TIOMOJI K HEMY CBO3WJIM YPOsKail CO BCEX OKPECT-
HBIX JIEPEBEHb, TAK UTO pabOTHI Y CTApOro MeJIbHUKA BCeraa Obl-
JIO MPEI0OCTATOYHO.

Ho xwun pamomka Monpe He omnvH. Bmecte ¢ HUM Kuil
Ha MEJIbHMIIE LIYCTPBI BOCTPOIVIa3blil MasipuuiiKka sKaH, jer
NpPUMEpPHO TMATHAAUATHA, KOTOPbIM CUUTAICSA TUIEMSHHUKOM
MeJIbHUKA, XOTSl Ha CaMOM Jiejie OH ObUI HE TUIEMSHHHKOM,
a KaKMM-TO COBCEM-COBCEM JJAJIbHUM POJICTBEHHUKOM [IsIIOIII-
ku [oripe, 4to Ha3bIBaeTcs — ceibMasi BoAa Ha Kuceine! A, Mo-
KET, IaXke ¥ BOBCE POICTBEHHUKOM He ObLI, HUKTO JOTOIJTMHHO
3TOro He 3Hajl. [la ¥ He BCE M paBHO — POACTBEHHUK OH ObLI



WJIM HE POJICTBEHHUK? DTO COBCEM HE BaXHO, a BAXKHO TO, YTO
7KaH ycepnHO moMoras MeJIbHUKY BO BCeX Jefiax, U IOTOMY CTa-
PUMK OTHOCHJICSI K MAJIBUMIIIKE BIOJIHE OTAarOCKJIOHHO. A 4TO elng
HYXXHO TTpy coBMecTHOH padote? [IpaBuibHO — HU4Yero! Tak uto
9TU IBOE OBUIM BIOJIHE TOBOJIBHBI APYT APYTOM.

A Tenepb MOIXOOUM K OHOMY M3 IJIABHBIX MOMEHTOB Hallle-
ro noBectBoBaHus1! Kpome Kana u asmomku Jonpe Ha Meb-
HUIIE TIPOKMBAJI BEChMa HEOOBIUHBIH U MTPSAMO-TaK1 3aMeuaTeib-
HBIW PIKUI KOT 10 Kinuke Ajbdonc. Kpome Toro, 4to oH 3Ha
abCOMIOTHO BCE TIPO aOCOJIOTHO BCEX BO BCEH OKPYTe, KOT UMET
MPAKTUYHBIA PAaCCYIUTEbHBIA YM W BCErJa MOT JaTh JeJIbHBIN
COBET I10 JIIDOOMY BOMPOCY. A eIl¢ OH ObLI TPAMOTHBIM, YMEJT UT-
paTh Ha rUTape U MeTh CEPEeHaIbl, a TAKKe 3HaJI BCE UTPbl 1 MHO-
JKECTBO 3aHUMATEJIbHBIX UCTOPUIA, KOTOPbIE €KEJHEBHO paccKa-
3biBas1 JKaHy nepe; cHom!

7KaH ToXe He ocTaBaJiCsl B JIONTY — OH BCErjia CTapasics MpH-
JlacKarh, ModajoBaTh CBOET0 KOTa U MPU JIOOOH BO3MOXKHOCTH
YTOCTUTh €r0 YeM-HUOY/Ib BKYCHEHBKUM. Tak 4TO MX MpUBSI3aH-
HOCTB OblJIa BIIOJTHE B3aUMHOM — AJTL(DOHC BCEM CEPIIIIEM JIIOOMIT
7Kana, a ’Kan B AnboHce mpocTo ayiim He yasin!

W BOT B OIMH IIPEeKpacHBIN Beuep, KOrja COJHIE YXKe CKIIO-
HWIOCH K 3aKaTy, CTHXJIM IIIyMbI pa00vero JiHsI, BCe IPYKHO OT-
YKUHAJIU 1 pa30pesnch Mo CBOMM yIjlaM U KoMHatam, KaH, Ha-
KOHell, CMOT' paccka3aTh AJIb(POHCY O TOM, O U€M aymall Bech
JIeHb U He MOT JiyMaTh HU O YEM JIPYTOM.

A BCe MBICJIM €r0 ObUIM 3aHATHI OJHUAM, B OOIIEM-TO, HEOOIIb-



UM, HO TAMHCTBEHHBIM M HEOOBSICHUMBIM COOBITHEM, O KOTO-
poM nosezan JKaHy ero 3akaJplYHbIM APYKOK U3 COCEIHEU Ae-
peBHHU, JIok Bunap.

Yrpom Jliok HeHagonro npudekan Ha MeJIbHUILY U, YIy4uB
CBOOOJIHYI0 MUHYTKY, TOPOILIMBO pacckasai KaHy mpo mpuxos-
CKOro cBsilllecHHMKa AHpH Buapno. A nveHHo — JIiok 1aBHO yxe
MIPUMETHIT, UTO YBAXKAEMBIN KIOPE KaXkJ10€ YTPO MPUXOIUT B LIEP-
KOBb He KaK OObIYHO, HE MO TOW A0pore, rie XOASAT BCe JIIOAH,
a SIBHO MPEINOYMTAET AAJIbHUI OKPYKHOU MyTh Yepes Jiec, B 00-
XOJI IEPEBEHCKOTO KJIAA0MINA, U BOOOIIE — OH Jjake HEMOHSATHO
Kak notepsii B jiecy cBou (poHaps! Ilpencrasmnsere?

Bc€ 310 BhIMIsAAEno oueHb crpaHHO! JIIOOOIMBITCTBO MPOCTO
pacnimpasio Jlioka u3HyTpu! B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HEe B cujIax OOJb-
I1Ie CAePKUBAThHCS, HAIIl HaOmogaTe b HaOpasicsi XpabpoCTy 1 Ha-
NPSAMYIO CITPOCHJI CBATOTO OTLA — B YEM TYT J€JI0?

Tot, Ka3zanoch, HUUYTh HE YAMBWICSA BONPOCY MaJIbUMKa.
B oTBeT OH TONBKO B3/I0XHYJI, OIJISTHYJICSI BOKPYT OBICTPBIM 0O-
SI3TIMBBIM B3IVISIOM, BBIPA3UTEIbHBIM KECTOM MOJTYA MPUJIOKIUIT
najiell K ryoam, npusbiBasi Jlloka K MOTYaHUIO, ¥ UCITYTaHHO OT-
BEJI I71a3a B CTOPOHY.

Bcé 310 mokaszanoce MajibuMKy OYEHb 3araJlouHbIM U IOI0-
3pUTENBHBIM, M JTIOOOMBITCTBO JIIOKa TONBKO YCHIIMIIOCH — YK
OYEHb XOTEJIOCh €My Y3HaTh 3Ty TaiiHy ! Hem3BecTHO, 4TO 3TO ObI-
J1a 3a TaiiHa, OIHAKO HOCUTb € J1aibliiie B cebe ObLIIO0 COBEPIIEHHO
HEBO3MOXHO, BOT JIIOK M permi noaeauTses ¢ 7KaHOM CBOMMU
HAOJTIOICHUSIMU ¥ TIEPEKUBAHUSIMHU.



HecmoTpst Ha TO, YTO AJIs1 CEKPETHOTO pa3roBOpa JIpy3bs 3a-
Opayiuch B YKPOMHBIN YTOJIOK, Nsomika Jlfornpe ciayJyaiiHO oka-
3JIC pAAOM U TOXKE BBICAYIIAJI BECh paccKka3 JEPEBEHCKOIro
Manbuuiku. Ho, He esnas BblAATh CBOEro MPUCYTCTBUS, OH TH-
XOHBKO YIAJIWIICS, YTOObI HE CMYIIIATh 3arOBOPIIIUKOB.

W BOT Tenepb OH NpHILEN B MaJeHbKYID Kamopky JKaHa.
MaJibuMK, KOHEUHO k€, HE CIaj, a JieKaJl Ha KpPOBaTH, 3aJI0-
’KHMB PYKH 3a TOJIOBY, CMOTPEJI UEPE3 PACKPHITOE OKHO HA HOUYHOE
HeOO 1 pa3MBINIUISLT HaJ| ciioBamu JIoka.

— Bce€ 3Haiw, 3aueM gpyxKOK TBOM Ipuxonui! — cpasy 3asBUJ
nsamonika [onpe, npucaxuBasich Ha CTYJT BO3Jie KPOBaTH Tije-
MSIHHMKA.

7KaH BONpPOCUTENBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha CTapUKa U KaK-TO Cpasy
MOHSUI, YTO JSIOIIKA AEUCTBUTEIBHO B Kypce TOro, U4TO TOBO-
put JIok.

— Hy, BOT... Hacnmymasncs BCSKUX 0aek, Termepb BCIO HOYb
crarth He Oyaelb! — BOPWIMBO MPOOOPMOTAJT CTAPBIN MEJIbHUK,
3a00T/IMBO YKPbIBasi MaJIbuMKa, — a HaJI0 Obl MOCMATh, 3aBTpa
y HaC TPYJHBIN IEHEK HAMeUaeTcs. . .

— A pasBe emy He CTPAITHO ObUIO OJJHOMY HOUBIO T10 JIECY XO-
JIUTh? — OCTOPOKHO cripocui KaH.

— A dgero tam 605TbcA-TO? — ycMexHyJics Jlionpe, — BOJIKOB,
yto iu? Tak mpo BOJIKOB B HAIIIMX KPasiX IaBHO Y:Ke He CIIbIXaiu !

— A, moxer, HaoOopoT? Moxer, oH OOUTCS BCTPETUTHCS
C KEM-TO Ha OTKPBITOM J10pore? — ¢ COMHEHUEM MPEATIONOKIIT
7Kan. — Bor 1 ua€T Tam, rae TOYHO YK HUKOTO HE YBUIUT!



— Hy, na, na... — onsith yXMbUIbHYJICS ISIIOIIKA, — TaM, [JIe
OH XOJIWJI TOYHO Yy’ HUKOTO HE BCTPETHUIIIb, KPOME OTOMBIIIECH-
Cs1 OT CTajia KOPOBHI J1a KAaKOro-HUOY/Ib MIAJILHOTO 3aiiia. A 3T0
Y BIIPABly COBCEM HE CTpAIlHO!

Manbumk onsiTh 33[yMUMBO MEPEBEN B3IIsI HA TEMHOE HEOO,
HO MEJIbHUK, YK€ CTPOTMM T'OJIOCOM, ITPEPBAJI €10 MEYTAHUS:

— Bor uro, 7KaH, 1aBaii-ka Thl BCE-TaKM TENEPb 3achlllai, XBa-
TUT Ha 3BE3/bI JT0OOBaThcs! 3aBTpa yrpoM TeOe Hajao Oyner
BCTATh MOpPaHblIIe, TOBE3EIb MOJIOKO Ha IEPEBEHCKYIO CHIPOBAp-
HIO!

7KaH ellg He ycren HU4ero OTBETUTh, Kak Ie-TO B Iy Msl-
YKHYJ KOT.

— Hy, a b1, AnboHC, UTO CKaKelllb MPO BCE T TAUHCTBEH-
HblE JIes1a? — MOBEPHYJICA K KOTy Jsaaonka [ompe.

— Wcropusi, KOHEYHO, BbI3bIBAET HEKOTOPbIE BOMTPOCHI, — BAK-
HO mpomypibsikail Anb(poHc.— [Ioka HUUYero He Mory ckaszarb,
HO I TIOCMPAIIMBai0 00 3TOM KOe-KaKMX MOMX JIpy3eit!

[on «Ipy3bsiMu» KOT B IJaHHBIA MOMEHT MOIPa3yMeBasl BCEX
CBOMX 3HAKOMBIX MTHII ¥ 3BEPEU, KUBYIIMX B 3TUX Kpasix. Ha ca-
MOM [IeJIe APYKUJI OH JJAJIEKO HE CO BCEMHU, a C HEKOTOPBIMHU J1aXke
Y BOBCE OTKPBITO BPaKA0BaJ, HO Ceiiuac eMy MOIJIa PUTOJUThb-
cs1 mobast HpOPMAIHS, IOITOMY HAJI0 OBUIO CPOYHO COOpaTh
BCE cBOE nipykermooue — u Briepén! Hy, B eciv BeIpakaThCsi TOU-
Hee, TO B MIEPBYI0 ouepe/ib OH COOMPACs HABECTUTh 1IEPKOBHYIO
Kpbicy KaponnHy, KOoTOpas HaBepHsKa 3Hajia BCE MPO AeJia CBs-
IICHHUKA.



Ara KaponuHa Obl1a, K CJIOBY CKa3aTh, BEChbMa 3aHUMATEIb-
HOH 0co60ii! B oTiurie oT CBOMX MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX POACTBEH-
HMII OHa Obuta ykacHass momnuila! KapomuHa Bcerma xomuia
B M3AIIHOW KPAaCHOM HUISANKE C KEITHIMU LIBETAMU U B 3€J1€-
HOW 1000YKE, CIIIMUTOM I10 ITOCIEAHEN MOJIE, U €KEIHEBHO HaJle-
BaJIa CBOM JIIOOMMBIH MEPCTEHb C OTPOMHBIM KPACHBIM KaMHEM.
A Tak’Ke OHa ITOCTOSIHHO ILIEToJIsiIa B HAPSAHBIX JEPEBSHHBIX Ca-
60, B JUIMHHBIX TOHKUX IMEpyaTkax, ¥ BCerja Hocuiaa ¢ coOoi
B CYMOYKE — BBl TOJIKO MOAyMaiiTe! — HacTosilee MaJleHbKOe
KpPyIJIOE 3€pKajblie M aKKypaTHBIA CKJIaJHOM 30HTHUK! A eme
YEepPHUJILHUILY, TIepo M Oymary, 4ToObl 3alMChIBATH CBOU YMHbBIE
MBICJI, KOTOPBIE MOIJIM [TOCETUTD €€ T/ YTOIHO.

Bce cuutanu KaponvHy odyeHb, O4eHb YMHOM, U HUKTO, KPO-
Me Ab(oHCa, HE OTBAKUBAJICA CIIOPUTH C HEW. Tem He MeHee,
Anb(doHC, MATKO TOBOPSsI, HECKOJIBKO HEJONIOOIMBAT 9Ty KPBICY
U 1po ceOs1 Ha3bIBaJI €€ MPOCTO BHICKOUKOM.

Kaponuna, B cBOI0 ouepelb, TOXe He OUEHb-TO JIIOOWIA Ha-
1Ier0 KOTHKA, CIIPABEJIMBO MoJIarasi, YTo KpbICH BCerja yMHee
Y TIPOHBIPJIMIBEE BCEX KOTOB, Jake caMbiX YMHbIX! [la 1 BOOO-
11I€ — COBEPILIEHHO HETIOHATHO, U151 YEro HyKHbl 3TU IPOTHBHBIE
KOTbI. TO /11 J1eJ10 KPBICHI — 3TO OYEHb LIEHHAs] U HYXHasi IOPO-
Jia, OHYM BCErja JBUTAJIM HAYKY BIEPEA, U ITOT (PAKT BCEM XO-
poIIo u3BecTeH! A B 11€JI0M KOTbI IPOCTO OECHONIE3HBI U Aaxke
OIACHBI. .. BO BCAKOM Cllydae — JJisl KU3HU rpbi3yHOB! TyT yx
AJb(pOHC HUYEro He MOT BO3Pa3UTh. .. s UMEIO B BUIY — HACUET
OIACHOCTH.



Ho ceituac pa3o0parbcs B 3aITyTaHHOM 3arajlodyHoM BOIPOCe
MoIJ1a MoMoyYb ToNbKO Kaponuua! A motoMy, 102k JaBIIKCh MTOJTY -
HOYM, KOT CJIerKa MpUHapsSAUIICS Tepesi OTBETCTBEHHOW BCTpe-
Yyei, /11 Yero HaluenwI Ha 1Iel0 HAJIEHHYI0 HEJaBHO LIETIOYKY,
3aTeM MOKUHYJ MEJIbHUITY 1 OOPO 3a1arajl K MECTHOU IIepKBU.
Hounas TbMa KOTy He mperpaja, Ho ceiiuac Ha HeOe KpacoBasiach
NOJIHAS JTyHa, ObLIO JOCTATOYHO CBETIIO, MSTKasi IOPOXKHAs MMbLTb
MPUATHO XOJIOAWIIA PAa3TOPSIYEHHBIE 3a AEHb JIallbl, 1 IOTOMY UJI-
TH OBUIO JIETKO Y MPUSITHO!

Honro vckath Kpbicy He npuiuiock. OHa crujesna Ha MOJOKOH-
HUKeE, 111e/IpO 3IUTOM JIYHHBIM CBETOM, M COCPEIOTOYEHHO 4TO-
TO MKcaa, MOCKpUIbIBas nepoM. YBujaeB Anbgonca, Kaponnna
peHeOPeKUTENLHO (DBHIPKHYJIA M BMECTO MIPUBETCTBUSI CITPOCH-
na:

— Y10 3TO THI HUISIENILCA TYT INIyXOM MOJHOYBIO, Kak BOp?

AnbdoHC mporycTri e€ KOJIKOCTh MUMO yinied. OH npekpac-
HO 3HAJ1 HECHOCHBIW XapaKTep LEPKOBHOW KPBICHI M HA KAKyI0-TO
0co0yI0 HEKHOCTb C €€ CTOPOHBI HHCKOJIBKO HE PACCUMTHIBAIL.
VK OHa Bcerja He YIMyCTHT ClTydasi CKa3aTh eMy KaKylo-HUOYIb
ragocts! [la magHo, myckaii 6onTaeT, ¢ Hero He yOyaeT, perui
KOT U, KaK HA B YEM He ObIBAJIO, CIIOKOWHO OTBETUJT:

— Jla mpoxomusi TyT MHMO, BOT M PEIIWJI HAaBECTUTh TeOs,
y3HaTh MPO TBOE KUThE-OBITHE! A Thl YTO — HE paja CTapoMy
apyry?

KaponuHa paxe moickoymia OT HErofloBaHWsl — 3TO C Ka-
KHX € MOp OHU cTayu apy3bsimu? TlomymaTh TOJBKO, KAKOB Ha-



xan! CHavyana OHa XOTesla BOBMYTHUTBCS M IPOTHATh OECCOBECT-
HOTO KOTSIpY, HO TIOTOM TepelyMaia, Tak Kak JIOOOMBITCTBO BCE-
TaKM B35JI0 BEPX — Be/lb 3a4EM-TO OH SIBUJICA CIOAA, STOT MeJlb-
HUYHBIN 3a3HaiiKka?

W oHa cMeHWIIa TaKTHKY:

— Hy, xopomo, Anb@poHc... Pa3 yx Tel NPUIIET U OTOPBaJ
MEHsI OT OUeHb BaXHOTO JIeJIa, TO IO3BOJIb 33/1aTh TeOe 3aKOHHBIH
BONPOC — 3auem? 3aueM Thl MOXKajIoBaj croa’?

ChHavaJia KOT Hayas u3jajeKa:

— 9-3-3... Thl Be/lb NOMHHUIIIb, KOHEYHO, Hallle JEPEBEHCKOe
KJIaJOMIIe ¥, HABEPHSIKA, BCE MTPO HETO 3HAEeIllb, — HEYOeIUTE b~
HO ITPOMSIMJIMJI OH, HO JIaJIbLIIE PEIMII AEUCTBOBATh HAIIPSIMMUK, —
CKaK¥M MHE, TIOUYeMY Halll CBAIIIEHHUK C HEKOTOPbIX TIOP OOXOIUT
ero croponoii? Tede uTo-HuOyIb 00 STOM U3BECTHO?



Ontr momwd obmer v baIDES KO Eorbtms RulmOlick s
becponm « qylbemboba, oIFUINO

OH nbITIMBO ycTaBuiics Ha KaposmHy, HO Ha IJTMHHOM KPBICH-
HOM MOpPIOYKE HE MEJIbKHYJIO Aaxe TeHU ynuBieHus! AnbpoHc
HEZI0BOJIbHO NoAEpra ceds 3a yc — Hy, HIYEM-TO 9Ty BCE3HAWKY



HE yAUBUIIIb!

— JlomycTuM, H3BECTHO... — BBICOKOMEPHO MPUIIYypPUIACh
JUIMHHOXBOCTAs KpacaBUIla 1 MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO 3aMOJTJalIa.

Mouan u AnbgoHc. OH MOKOPHO XJajl MPOJOKEHUS.

— JlamHO yX, Tak U OBITh, CKaXy, — CKATUJIACh HAJI HUM KPbI-
ca, — JIeJI0 B TOM, YTO HAIll JIOOMMBII KIOpe A0 yXkaca mepery-
rajcsl NpuBUAEHUS NoKovHOU Mapku3bl Cancer e Pen. S nmy-
Malo, OH HACTOJIbKO HaIlyraH, 4To €ro Ternepb TyJa AaXe CyHIy-
KOM 30J10Ta He 3aMaHuIb! BoT 1 00XoquT Kitagouiie Kak MOXHO
Janbiie. Be€ scHO, win emg BOIpockl €CTh? — HAJIMEHHO CITPO-
CHWJIa OHa.

AnbdoHcy cpasy ke OYeHb 3aX0TeJI0Ch OTTACKaTh ITY EXUU-
HY 3a T'OJIbIF PO30BBIN XBOCT, HO OH CAEPXKAJICSA U CTETIEHHO MPO-
JoIkui 6ecey. JIMIIb KOHYKMK €ro POCKOITHOTO XBOCTa HEPBHO
3a€prajics.

— Ia, KaponuHouka, ecTb y MEHs €IlE KOoe-KaK1ue BOIPOCHI, —
BEJIMBBIM TOJIOCOM TIPOMYpIiblKasl AJb(OHC, — 51 KOT MOpsi-
JOYHBIH, U BCSIKME JEPEBEHCKUE CIUIETHH, KaK Thl 3HAElllb, CO-
BceM He yBaxaw. Ho!!! Ciyxu 0 Mapku3e ynopHO XO#AT yxke
Ha MPOTSKEHUU MHOTMX JIET, U TIOJIHOCTbIO UTHOPUPOBATh 3TOT
(baxt Henb3si! V3 ychImasibHUIIBI TAMHCTBEHHBIM 00pPa30M MCUE3
e€ rpo6. MHorHe MeITaich HalTH ero, HO Oe3ycnentHo. A Befb
CO JIHSI CMEPTH MapKHU3bl MUHYJIO YK€ JIET IBECTH, €CJTH He O0JTb-
mie! A Terieph BOT BCIUIBIBAET 3TO MpHBHJCHUE. .. M 3a4eM Obl
TOMY MTPUBUACHUIO MIOHAOOMIIOCH ITyTaTh HAIIETO TOOPEHINero
cBameHHuKa? Kak Tel gymaenib, foporas?



Kppicy ciierka mokopoOmio Takoe maHuOpaTcKoe oopalieHue,
HO OHa pelmia He oOpaiarh BHUMaHUS Ha HEJOCTOMHOE TOBe-
JIeHUe HEBOCITUTAHHOIO KOTa, U HEBO3MYTHUMO XMbIKHYJIA:

— Hy, uro TeGe cka3aTb Ha 3T0... Cama s B IpUBU/IEHHS HE Be-
pI0 ¥ HUKOTJa C HUMU HE BCTpeYasach, HO CBATOM OTeI] COO-
CTBEHHBIMHU IJIa3aMU BHJET €ro, ¥ cam PaccKasana MHE 00 TOM.
MoxeT, eMmy 4TO-TO MOKa3aJloCh, a, MOXKET, U BIIPABIY BUJEIL. ..
Ho naxe ecu 310 B camoM fesie ObUIo IPUBHUIEHHE, TO UTO C TO-
ro?

— He 3Hato, He 3HaW0... — 3alyMYMBO MMOKa4yaJl FOJI0OBOM AJlb-
(poHc, — HO Beab UTO-TO ke Hamyrano ero? Jla Tak CHIIBHO, 4TO
OH J1a)e MOTepsiyl CBOM (POHAPb, UTO COBEPLIEHHO HEMBICIUMO!
Tak 4TO — BCE-TaKM MapKu3a Haryraia ero?

— Jla oTKy#a MHe 3HaTh? — HEOXKUAAHHO Benbuiaa Kapomu-
Ha, — J1a, OTepsu1 OH rae-T1o ¢oHaps! M 10 cux nmop He HaIEn,
MEX1y IpoUYnm !

Koty He moHpaBuiach 3Ta CMEHa HACTPOEHHUSI CBOEBOJIBHOMN
KPBICH — eIlIE ¥ BRITHATh MOXET, 4ero gooporo! 1 on HemesieH-
HO TOITYCTHIT B TOJIOC MSITKOCTH U IOOPOTHI.

— Iocnymaii, KaponuHouka, — Apy)eToOHO MPOMY piIbIKa
OH, — TYT SIBHO ITPOMCXOJIUT YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, U 1 MoJaraio, 4To
Te0e Koe-uTo 00 3TOM, BO3MOXHO, W3BecTHO. [Ipemnaraio Te-
Oe — naBaii BMecTe paz0epémcs B 3Toi crpanHoi ucropun! Eciu
HE MBI, TO KTO €IlE CMOXKET ClIeNaTh 3T0?

Kppica cnepxaHHO yIbIOHYIaCh — /1, TAKAX YMHBIX, KaK OHa,
ooutbliie He HauTu! BOT make M MEJILHUYHBIA KOT, HAKOHELI-TO,



MPU3HAT 3TO.

OHa noBeJia o BO3AyXy HOCOM, HEMHOTO MO1yMaJia, Y JIIIb
MOTOM 3arOBOPUJIA!

— Hauny c Toro, Anb(oHc, 4To Thl Bceraa OblT KOIIMAapHbIM
HecHOcHBIM KoToM! Ho 3T0... Tak, MajileHbKOe HAallTOMUHAHUE, —
oT nymu npoosriacuwia Kaponuna, — a Teneps no neny! Utak,
YTO MHE U3BECTHO? A M3BECTHO MHE TO, YTO CEMEHWHBIN CKJIEI
MapKu30B Jie PeH THXO M MHUPHO CTOsT 3aKpBITHIM B T€UEHUE
MHOTMX Y MHOTMX JiecsiTuiieThil. Ho ofHax bl BAPYT OH OKa3a-
¢ OTKpbITeIM! ThI BE/Ib M caM 3Haellb TPOITy Yepe3 BCE KJiajl-
ouilie, €10 OOBIYHO TOJB3YIOTCS, KOTJAa XOTAT COKPATUTh MyTh —
Bce Tak Jenaior! Tak U Halll CBANIEHHUK B TO YTPO ILIENT MO 9TON
TpOIie B LIEPKOBb, CIIENIMT K yTPeHHel ciyxoe. BoT TyT-To OH
Y YBUJIEJ MapKu3y, BBIXOOAIIYIO U3 ckiena! begnsara nocenen
B oiHy MUHYTY! Tak 4To y HEero Bcsi rojioBa Terepb Oenasi — eciiv
ThI [IOKA HE BUJIEN 3TOTO, TO €€ yBUIMUIIIb!

Bcé 310 3Byyaso 10 TOro HEBEPOATHO, YTO KOT PACCEPAMIICA:

— To1 yTO, CMEELIbCS HaO MHOM? — TPOPBIYAIT OH, PACTONOP-
IIUB YChl U CY3UB 3payuKH.

— HuuyTs! — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETUJIA KPbICA, JAKE HE KOJIbIX-
HYBIIINCh, — YK TIOBEPh MHE, 9TO ObIa UMEHHO Ta camasi MapKH-
3a, MOPTPET KOTOPOM A0 CUX MOP BUCHUT B OJHOM M3 3aJI0B MX
ponoBoro 3amka. I cama Bunena 3tot noprper! Ha kaptune oHa
n300pakeHa B IIMKAPHOM CTAPUHHOM IUIaThe U OeIO0CHEKHOM
TOJIOBHOM YOOpe, — TyT Hallla MOJHMIIA Jake TJIa3KM 3aKaTuiia
or BocxuueHus. — [lo npegaHnio €€ 1 MOXOPOHWJIM B ITOM Ha-



pane! Ha... Hy, Tak BOT, BbIIIJIa OHA U3 CKJIETIA U HAITPaBUJIACh
B CTOpOHY Jieca, Jia TaM Y Tporaa. . .

— Tak, Tak, Tak... A IMOTOM, KaK s IIOHKMAI0, 3Ta JaMOUKa Ha-
myraja ero oBTOPHO, Ha 3TOT pa3 — Houblo! BepHo? — HacMmer-
JIMBO TIPOMYPJIBIKaJT AJTb(hOHC.

— TBOSI UPOHUS TYT COBEPITIEHHO HEYMECTHA, TIOTOMY UTO BCE
OBbLJIO IMEHHO TakK ! — BITOJIHE cepbhE3HO OTBeTHIIa KaposmHa.

OHa TOMHO OOMaxuBaIach KPOIIEYHBIM KUTAUCKUM BeepoM
Y 9yBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 XO3SIMKOM IMOJIOKEHUS.

— A Tebe camol 3TH COOBITHSI HE MOKA3aaUCh... 3-3-3...
HECKOJIKO CTPaHHBIMH? — OCTOPOKHO TOMHTEPECOBAJICSA KOT,
CMEHUB MHTOHALIMIO.

— KoneuHo, noka3anuce, — KUBHYJIA KPbICA, — & KaK K€ MHave?
V& THI-TO, Asb(poriia, xoporio MeHs1 3Haernb! S Obuta Obl He s,
ecJii ObI IPOITYCTHIIA ITO JeJI0 MUMO BHUMAaHMS !

— W1?.. — KoT Bech MpeBpaTuICs B OIMH CILIONTHON BOIPOC.

— W 51 GpicTpeHbKo cOerasa K 3ToMy 37100y YHOMY CKJIETTy, —
paccKa3zymIia TAMHCTBEHHO IMOHM3UJIA TOJIOC TIOUTH JI0 MIENoTa, —
OH W BIIPABJTy OKa3aJICsI OTKPHIThIM !

— Jla Te6st ¥ 3aKphITas IBepbh HE OCTAHOBMIIA ObI, — TOOPOIYIII-
HO YCMEXHYJICS KOT, — KOTJIa 3TO 3aMKu ObLIH JJ1s1 TeOs TPernsiT-
cTBUEM?

— Yro BepHO, TO BEpHO, — IOBOJILHO MOIakHY.1a KaponuHa, —
a Torga s OT JIIOOOMBITCTBA TPOCTO YCHYTh HE MOTIJIa, BOT M pe-
IIMJIa TPOBEPHTh. .. B 00I1ieM, CIryCTuiIach s B 3TOT CKJIEH U JeH-
CTBUTENILHO HE OOHApYXWIa TaM rpoda MapKu3bl, XOTs OYEHb



BHUMATEJIBHO JBasK/1bl IPOUMTAJIA BCE MMeHa !

— B TBOMX cOBax s HE COMHEBAIOCh, — HETPOMKO OTO3BaJICA
Anb(OHC, CKpbIBas BOJIHEHHUE, — HO 4TO, MOJPYra, Thl cCama JIy-
Maellb [0 TOMY MOBOAY?

— 4 nymaro... Kopode roBops, 51 iymato, 4to rpoda MapKu3bl
B 9TOM CKJIETIe HUKOTa U He ObLIO, M UCKATh €r0 HaJ0 COBCEM
B IpyroMm mecte! Bor uTto 1 gymaio! — oqHUM JAyXOM BbINAInIa
Kaponuna.

— Ho nouemy? — KOT OT yauBJIEHUS] OKPYIJIAJI IJ1a3a.

— Oii, Anborika, Hy Kakou ke Thl HeCOOOPa3UTENNbHBIN! —
HACMEIIUTMBO B3MaxHYJa XBOCTOM Hallla cOOOpa3uTesbHas KPbl-
ca, — BIPOYEM, Thbl M BCETJa-TO ObUI. .. CJIerka HeAaIEKuM!

Kot mMomnua creprien Bce HaCMEIIKH, IIOTOMY YTO ceilvac ObLT
HE TOT CJIy4au, KOrAa CJIeyeT BBITYCTUTh KOI'TH U IIOKa3aTh KOe-
KOMY CBOW HpaB!

A Kpbica NpPOAOIKAJIA, HUUYTh HE CMYTHMBILIMCH HEJOBOJIb-
CTBOM HOYHOT'O BU3UTEpA:

— Th1 1 cam Mor OBl OTAIATHCS, YTO MApKHU3a MOXOPOHEHA
BO BCEX CBOMX JOPOTYIIMX CEMEWHbIX OpWITMAHTAX U MPOUYMX
AParolieHHOCTSX, — MPUOJIM3IIa OHA K HEMY CBOIO KpacHOIJIa-
3y10 MOpPIOYKY, — BOT I10 3TOM IIPUYMHE, pa3yMeeTCs, MECTO €€
3aXOPOHEHUS IEPKUTCS B CTPOrou TauHe!

Kpbica 3araiouHo yielOHYy/ach W M3SIIHO CIOXKWIIA JIAKH —
TOYb-B-TOUb, KaK Ha NIOPTpETe MapKku3sl Jie PeH!

ANb(OHC YyTh 3aMETHO YCMEXHYJICS B YCBI:

— Ecrm Ob 51 He 3Han Te6s1, Kaponuna, To mogyman Obl, 4TO



ThI OYEHb JIaXke 3aMHTEePEeCcOBaHa B 3TUX AparoiieHHocTH! Thl uTO,
pa3bICKUBAEIIb UX?

HenoHsATHO oTYero, Kpbica BCIBUIWIA — JaXe KOPOTeHbKast
HIEPCTh €€ MOTHSIACh IHIOOM!

— 1 TeGe BCE ckazana! — cepauTO BHIKPUKHYJIA OHA, —  TENeph
yxonu, AnbgoHc, u 6e3 Teds aen nomHo! — u Kaponwnza nemoH-
CTPaTMBHO OTBEPHYJIACh OT CBOErO HE3BAHOTO TOCTS. — YXOH,
Tl MHE Hago0€eJ!

Ho kot He oOpaTwi HA MaJiellliero BHUMaHUsI Ha € HeJlo-
BOJIbHbBIE BOILIH.

— A 4YTO 3TO THI TaM MHUIIEIIb, JIOPOryIia? — OH KHUBO CTPED
naroi ucnucanHblie KaponuHow nuctouku. — Tak... 4to TYT
y Hac?..

W oH Hauan yuTaTh MUCHMO BCIYX, YIOPHO HE 3aMevasi BO3-
MyIIeHus1 pa30yIeBaBIeiicst Kpbichl. [TrncbMo ObUIO ajipecoBa-
Ho nonyraio [Tbepo, KOTOpBIi KW y HOTapuyca v ObUT HETJIOXO
MOJIKOBAH BO BCEX IOPUIMYECKUX BOIMPOCAX, & HAMMCAHO B HEM
OBbLIO CrieayloIee:

«Jloporoi [Isepo!

[Mporry TeOsi CpOYHO HAlTU y HOTapHUyca MocjeJHee 3aBellia-
Hue mapkusbl e Pen ot 2 utona 1780 roga! Haitnu ero u Taii-
HO JiocTaBb MHe! 3a 3T0 ofelnan mpuHecTH Tede 1eoe Bepo
camMoro OTOOPHOTO 3epHa U3 IIEPKOBHBIX KJIAIOBBIX U HOBBIE OU-
KM, YTOOBI Thl CMOT JIyYllleé PACCMOTPETh MPEKPACHBIN 11BETOY-
HBII TOPITIOK ¢ (DUHUKOBOW MaJIbMOU, KOTOPBIN 1 TOXKE MOJapIo
TeOe OT BCell TyIu.



3apanee Onarozpapio Teosl.

TBost BepHast ozpyra, moosimas Teds Kaponmza.»

— HemenyieHHO oTgail MUCbMO, NMPOTUBHBIA AJjb(oinka! —
TYT K€ 3aBepelaia Kpsica.

C sTuMu clioBaMM OHa BbIpBasla MUCbMO M3 PYK KOTa, BEp-
Hee — U3 ero Jiar, ObICTPO CKPYTUJIa CBOE TIOC/IAHUE B PYJIOHYHK
U TIpUBS3ajia K JIAlKe 3HAKOMOT'0 Toy0si, KOTOpOMY ceiivac OT-
BOJIMJIACh ITOYETHAS POJIb MIOYTAIbOHA.

— beperu nucpbmMo, Kak 3eHMITy OKa! — HalmyTCTBOBAJIa OHA Io-
Jy0s1, — BPy4H €ro TOJIbKO nomyrawo [1bepo, u HUKoMy apyromy!

[oyOb cOrIacHO KUBHYJI CH30M TOJIOBKOM U yJIeTell.

— Tenepp MHE NOHATHO, YTO ThI MOJIOKWJIA [JIa3 HA APAroLieH-
HOCTH MapKu3bl, BOT U TOPOMNMILILCS HAUTH €€ KaK MOXXHO CKO-
pee, MOoKa 3TO He CIeJIall KTO-TO IPYTOM, — I0raAaJics KOT U C XHUT-
PO YIBIOKOM TOJMUTHYJT TIOAAPYTE, — HO KTO K€ BCE-TAaKM HaITy-
raJ1 HaIero cBAmeHHnKa? A?

— 4l He Mory 3HaTb Bcero, AbgoHC! — pa3apakEHHO OTBETUIIA
Kaponuna, — u BooOI1ie, OTcTaHb OT MeHs!

Ho AnbdoHc oTcTaBaTh He COOMpAJICs, K TOMY e B ero r'ojio-
BE€ MEJIbKHYJIA KaKas-TO MHTEPECHAs MbIC]Ib.

— IMocnymaii, Kaponuna, a Tel Moria Obl OKa3aTh MHE MOPT-
PET 3TOM MAapKU3bl? — BKPAJYUBO CIIPOCHJI OH.

Kpeica B3noxHysa. Eil He 04eHb-TO XOTeJIOCh BO3UTHCS C ITUM
HaJI0€JIMBbIM KOTOM, HO OHa IIPEKPACHO ITOHMMAJIA, YTO OH MPO-
CTO Tak He oTBsKercsl. KaponuHa HeMHOro nogymalia u B3J0X-
HyJ1a elIe pas:



— JlagHo yx, Tak 1 ObITh ! [Tprxoqu 3aBTpa B IOJIHOYD K 3aMKY.
Byny xiath TeOs1 BO3Jie KyXOHHOU JTBEPU.

Anb(OHC cepeuHO pacpoIICs C KPbICOW U OT PajoCTH,
KaK Ha KpbUIbSX, NOCHEIIWI JOMOW, Ha MebHuLly. Hacrynano
yTpoO...

EnBa oH BkapaOkajics Ha Kpblily, Kak cpasy ysuzen Ka-
Ha u Jlioka. Manbunuku KOPMWIN XJI€OHBIMU KPOIIIKAMU TTHUIT
¥ BIIOJITOJIOCA PACCY:KAAIM O HOBOU Mopoje Oebix ronyoeii ¢ Be-
JIMKOJIETIHBIM MBIIIHBIM oniepeHueM. [loka 4Tto Takue penkocT-
HBIE SK3EMIUISIPbI BOAUIMCH TOJILKO B 3aMKE, a TOYHEe — B IO-
JyOsATHE 3as1/17I0r0 TOyOATHUKA Mapku3a Jie PeH, u Kaxipiii Jie-
PEBEHCKUI MaJTbYMIIIKA MEeUTasl MPUMAHUTh K ceOe XOTb OJJHOTO
TaKOro Kpacaslia.

JKaH 3amMeTus1 Kpaaylerocsi o Kphlie KOTa U PacIuIbLICs
B YJIbIOKE:

— Anb(OHCUK, AOPOroil MoM, UM ciojia! — JTaCKOBO OOHSLI
CBOETO PBIKEro Jpyra, — M Ie e Thl Obl1, Opomsira? A?

— Jla Tak... MpO HAIlero CBAIIEHHUKA KOe-4TO y3HaBal... —
TYMaHHO OTBETHWJI KOT, yp4a OT YAOBOJbCTBHUS.

— A 3Haelb, Alb(OHCHUK, TOTOBAPUBAIOT, UTO B HAIIMX Kpa-
SIX TIOSIBWJIOCH CTPAIIHOE NIPUBUJICHUE, — TAMHCTBEHHO IPOLIETI-
Taut Kan.

— K10 noroBapuBaet? — cpazy HaCTOPOKHUJICS KOT.

— KoHI0X 13 3aMKa ckazall 1o cekpery otiy JIoka, — ene tu-
11e npoientan Maibuuk. — OH pacckaszal, uTo, KOraa HeJaBHO
yYTPOM TMPHIIEN B KOHIONITHIO, CAMBIH JTYYIITHi KOHb ObUT B MBLTb-



HOW MEHe, CIOBHO BCI0 HOUb HA HEM CKaKaJId M 3arHaJli €ro YyTh
He 10 cMept! Houblo KOHIOX pelm NpoCiIEANTb, KTO 3TO TaK
Oe300pa3HUYacT, Hy, ¥ YBUJE makoe!..

— la 9t0 OH yBUJEN-TO? — HETEPIIEIMBO Mepedus ero AJb-
oHc.

— OH yBUAEN nOKOIIHYI0 Mapku3y oe Pen! — co cTpaxoM B rosio-
ce Bbimai JKaH, — oHa ocezJ1aia OjIHY U3 JIOIIAiel U coOpaiach
KyJa-TO €XaTh, a OH IMOMbITAJICS] OCTAHOBUTS €€. Jla TOJIbKO Map-
KM3a 0Ka3aJiach MOILIYCTPEE U YCIIesa 3aKPbITh IBEPb KOHIOIIHU
niepeJl CaMbIM €r0 HOCOM, M KOHIOX HUKaK He MOT BBIOpAThCS OT-
tyna! VI nuis yTpoMm moBapuxa OCBOOOIMIIA €ro — YCIblaia
KPUKM U CHSJIa 3aMOK C KOHIOIIHU. TOJIbKO BOT HEMOHATHO — Kak
0eCIuIOTHOE TIPUBHUJIEHHE MOIJIO 3aKPbITh TSKEJIEHHYIO IBEph?

He oTBeTHB Ha BOMPOC MabuMKa, KOT YTOUHUI:

— A KOHIOX JIOJIOXHWJI MApKH3y 00 9TOM IMPOUCIIECTBUM?

— KoneuHo, nonoxuin! — oreerun Bmecto gpyra JIok, — map-
KH3 CHavyaJla OCMEsIICS U CKa3all, YTO BCE ITO MOJTHEMIIIAs] EpyH-
na! Ilotom OH cMeATbCs MPEeKPaTUI U CTajl CEPbE3HBIM, a K Beue-
py nooGerna NpUIMIHY0 Harpaay ToMy, KTO OMMaeT 3TO MPH-
BUJIEHKE! A NTOTOM M BOBCE KPEIIKO 3a{yMaJiCsl, 3aKPbLICS B CBO-
€M KaOMHeTe 1 IO CHX MOp U3 Hero He BeixonuT! BoT Takue mena!

VY Kana BIpyr 3aropesucs Iiasa:

— [Nocnymmaitre, qpy3bsi, y MEHSI BO3HUKJIA OTJIMYHAs ujaes! —
C BOOJYILLIEBJIEHUEM BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, — JABalTe CaMy MPOHUK-
HEM B YCBINAJBHUIYY MapKr30B! BOT 1 mpoBepuM, i€ U Kak 3a-
XOpOHeHa Ta camas Mapku3a Cancer ae Pen!



— D710 emni€ 3a4eM? — HEOOOPUTENTHHO (PBIPKHYJ KOT.

— T'oBopAT, 4TO OHA TOXOPOHEHA BO BCEX CBOMX JIparolieHHO-
CTSIX, MPOCTO MIOKPBITA MU C HOT /IO TOJIOBBI! — OXOTHO MOSICHUT
JIioKk, — IocMOTpUM caMu, UIHTEPECHO ke !

— Ocrhinbre, rocnoga! Hezauem Tyaa uaru, — HEOXOTHO MPO-
roBopm1 Anb(poHC, — e€ rpoda TaMm HeT, Aa ¥ BOOOIIIE — 3TO IITy-
nasi 3ares. ..

Ho manpuuiikam He XOTEeJOCh TaK JIETKO OTKAa3bIBAThCS
OT CBOEM BEJIMKOJICITHOW 3aTyMKH !

— Jla eI mpocTo Tpycuib! — Ipe3puTesbHO CKpuBMIICA JIIOK,
C HEOJOOpEeHUeEM IS Ha KOTa, — HO 3HAH, Thl — KaK XOYelllb,
a mbI ¢ JKaHoM 3aBTpa xke cxonum Tyaa! U Tebe Hac He ocTaHo-
BUTH !

AnbGOHC TIOTOpONUJICS CIIaUTh cuTyarmio. He mooun o
BCSIKME CKaHJAJIbl M PACTIPH, HO U OTITYCKATh MAJTBbUYMILIEK OJHUX
€My TOXeE HE XOTeJIOCh — MaJIO JIA YTO TaM MOXKET CIIyUUThCs !

— Hy, xopor1o, Xopoi110, — HEXOTsI COITIACKIICS OH, — CXOAUM
Ha KJagouine Bmecte!

W TyT ke MBICIM KOTa MEPEHECTUCh COBCEM B JIPyroe mMecro!
On nonyman npo nonyras [Ibepo, KOTOpbI, HABEPHOE, YXKe MO-
Jyuw nocnanue Kaponusel U Tenepb yCepaHO UILET MOKeITeB-
1Iee 3aBelllaHKe B MbUIbHBIX apXHUBAaX CBOEr0 XO3SIMHA-HOTAPU-
yca. A MOXET, yXke Hallel. . .

— A BApyr 310 BCE BpaHbE MPO OPUILTMAHTHI MApKU3bl? —
B3BOJIHOBaHHbIN rojioc JIloka BepHYJ KOTa K AEWCTBUTEIbHO-
CTU, — KTO TeNepb 3HAET HABEPHSKA, YTO TaM y HUX CIyYHJIOCh



IIBECTH JIET Ha3ax?

— U Huyero He BpaHbE, — oOupencs Ha apyra JKaH, — miaj-
M TOBapEHOK 3aMKa ['pam caM cribliall, Kak mpuciyra crapou
KOPMUJIMIIBI MAapKU3a paccKa3blBaJla, YTO KOPMIJIMIA HE3a0I-
0o JJO CMEpPTH TOBOPHJIA O TOM, UTO CJIbIIIAIA 3TO OT CBOEH MaTe-
pH, a Ta OT cBoel 0aOyIIKu, KOTOpast BCIO XW3Hb IPUCTYKUBAJIA
B I'OCIIOJICKHUX IOKOSIX, a. ..

— A MOXHO MOKopoye? — HeTepriesmBo nepedu ero Jiiok

— MoxHO ¥ nokopoue, — KuBHYJ JKaH, HE MpepbBasCh HU
Ha IOJICEKYH[IBl, — TaK BOT, KOIJJa MapKu3a yMmMHpasa, TO pac-
NIOPSINIIACH TIOXOPOHUTD €€ BO BCeX (haMHJIbHBIX OpWIITUAHTAX,
KOTOPBIX CKOIUJIOCh HEMAJIO 32 BCE MOKOIeHus1 Mapku3oB! Hy,
Y BCE... A MOTOM CBAILIEHHUK OTITYCTHJI €i1 BCE IPEXH, U OHa TO-
meprna. W onenm Ha He€ camblil OOraThlil HApsiI CO BCEMH Aparo-
LIEHHOCTSIMM, KaK OHA Y 3aBEIlajia, a IOTOM. .. a IIOTOM...

Tyt 7KaH CrIOTKHYJICS Ha MOJIYC/IOBE U cierka 3amsuics. Of-
Hako JIioka 3T0 HU4yTh HE CMYTUJIO:

— Tak 4T0 NOTOM? — HACTOMYMBO NOTOPONWII OH JKaHa.

—ITotom e€ Bpoze Obl yHECM B ceMelHbIi ckJten. .. Ho, Bron-
HE BO3MOKHO, UTO 3a [IBECTH JIET €€ yke He OIUH pa3 rnodec-
TIOKOWJIN pa3Hble TpaduTe U OXOTHUKH 32 OpWIIMaHTaMHU. .. —
HEYBEPEHHO OTBeTWII 7KaH.

— A 11axxe eci M Tak, TO Ipo0-TO BCE PaBHO JOJIKEH OCTaThCH,
HO BOT AJIb(DOHC YBEpsIET HaC, YTO €ro TaM HeT! — BOCKJIMKHYJI
JII0K ¥ BOITPOCUTENBHO B3IISIHYJ Ha KOTa.

— JlagHO, ycriokolics, 3aBTpa caMu BCE YBUAWM U Y3HAeM, —



paccynutesibHO oTBeTUs1 KaH, MOXJIoNbIBasi Apyra Mo IJiedy,
u JIok npusagymascs. ..

Hair KOTMK TOXe mpuzagymaiicsa. DTO 4YTO Ke MOydaeTcs?
Kakoro Bonpoca H1 KOCHHCb, Be3Jie (pUrypupyer 3aMok e PeH,
BCE CBSI3aHO C 3aMKOM Jie PeH, Bce HUTH BeyT B 3aMOK je PeH!
IToxosxe, 4yTO KppIca BCE-Taky 1paBa! XOTh U MPOLUIO C TOU IO-
Pbl IBECTH C JIMIITHUM JIET, @ TalHA JParoli€HHOCTEN MOKOMHON
MapKu3bl JI0 CUX MOp OyAOpaXuT YbU-TO YMBI. [la yxk, Hanu4ue
NPUBUIEHUS — 9TO, KOHEYHO, OYEHb 3aHUMATEJIbHO. .. U OYEHb
cepb€3HOo! Ho HUYero, ceroqHsi HOYbIO OH HABEIAETCS Ty[a U caM
BO BCEM pazoepétcst! OH ToKomaeTcst 1O UCTHHBI!

B onHOM AntbhoHC ObLT a6COMIOTHO coriaceH ¢ JKaHoM — Jieit-
CTBUTEJILHO, JIBECTH JIET 3TO BIIOJHE JOCTATOUHBIA CPOK, YTOOBI
NPy KeJIaHMK HaWTh Mapkm3y ¢ e€ Opwimmantamu! Ho odeHsb
MHOTO€ CMYIIAJIO €r0 B 3TOW UCTOpUH. .. Be€ ObUTO He Tak Mmpo-
CTO, KaK 3TO Ka3aJIoOCh Ha MEPBbIN B3MIAA!

...Bo Bcex genax u 3a0oTax AeHb IposieTesl ObICTPO, U YKe
npuOIMXaoch BpeMs Berpeur ¢ KaponHoi.

Anb(doHC, Kak MOr, MOArOTOBWICS K BCTpEYe — OH elI€ pas
nepeOpall B yMe Bce U3BECTHbIE (DAKThI, HE 3a0bLT MOAKPENUTh-
csl mepe] NOJTMM TIOXOIOM M, NOXKIABIIMCh HOUYM, MOOeKa
K 3aMKY, KOTOPBI OFPOMHOM TEMHOU I'POMaJION BBIPUCOBBIBAJI-
csl Ha (poHe Heba.

Kaponuna, kak u oberana, yxke aajia ero Bosje KyXOHHON
JIBEpU. YBUJEB KOTA, OHA MHOTO3HAUMTEJIbHO MPHKaJa JIANKY
K rybaM, BceM CBOMM BHIOM Mpu3bBast AJb(OHCA K TUIIHE



Y OCTOPOXKHOCTH.

— Tuxo... — ene cipIIHO IpoIIETECTeNa OHA, yBJIEKask KOTa
3a co0OM, — TaM, Mepej cnajibHell MapKu3a, YyTKO CIUT OIPOM-
HbIl jor bepHap. UtoObl OH Hac He y4yssl, Mbl IIPOHUKHEM
BHYTpPb uepe3 OKHO. OHO OTKPBITO, S Y:Ke MPOBEpUIIA. . .

Aub(oHC HE crepkacs U HeJOBOJIbHO (PBIPKHYJ — OH Tep-
IIeTh HE MOT 3TOr0 IMPOTUBHOTO BhICOKOMEpHOro bepnapa! Kor
BIIOJIHE YBaXKaJl 3aMKOBBIX CTOPOKEBBIX IICOB, C KOTOPbIMU BCE-
r1a MOXHO OBLIO JOTOBOPHUTHCS, @ 3TOT BOOOPAXY/Is HU C KEM
Apyx0y HE BOOWII, Aa em€ W TaCKall 3a XBOCT KOIIEK, KOTOPbIe
MIMEJIM HeCYacThe CIy4YallHO BCTPETUTHCA Ha ero mytu! 3a 4yto
TOJIBKO KyXapKa JIIOOUT JIora ¥ YaCTeHbKO MOIKU/IBIBAET My Jia-
KOMBbIE KyCOUYKM?

OnHUM CJIOBOM, STOT 3JIO0HBIN MIEC KYTKO pa3apaxas Hallle-
ro KOTMKA, HO — HUYETrO He MojieNnaelib! — ¢ ero NpucyTCTBUEM
MIPUXOIUTCS CUMTATHCA !

B 310t pa3 KaponunHa ocraBumiia JioMa CBOM JIOOMMBIE Jiepe-
BSIHHBIE OAIlIMaKH, ¥ TIOTOMY TIepPEABUTANIACH ceiiuac aOCOIOTHO
6ecirymHo. Hy, a AnbdoHc BooOiie Bcerga xoaun 6e3 eJuHOro
3Byka! Tak 4ToO B JaHHYI0O MUHYTY 3TH pa3BeJuMKHU ObLIIM OUEHb
MOXO’KHU HA JJBE TEHU, CKOJIb3SIIIME B/IOJIb 3AMILEJIBIX CTEH CTAPO-
ro 3amka. OfHa TeHb ObLIa TIOMEHBIIIE, Jpyrast — MOOOJIBIIE. . .

B nosnHernieM MolyaHuM OHM CIeJalv Tak, Kak ckaszaia Ka-
ponmHa. CHavasa Kpbica U KOT B30OPAJIMCh HAa KPBIITY KOHIOII-
HU, a OTTYAA MO T'YCThIM BBIOIIMMCSI 3apOCJIsIM IUTIOIIA JIOBKO J10-
Opasrch A0 MPUOTKPHITOrO OKHA, O KOTOPOM OHa ropopuia. TyT



YK OHM ME/IJIUTh HE CTAJIM — MUTOM MPOCOYMITUCH B Y3KYIO I1IENb
Yl CIIPBITHYJIM Ha XOJIOAHBIM MpamMOpHbIi noi1. MTak, ¢ nepBou 3a-
Jladen 9Ta mapoyka Jpy3eu yCIEeHO ClPaBuIach, OHU — B 3aMKe !

— Ciona! — npu3bIBHO B3MaxHysa Jankou Kaponuna.

W onm GecriryMHO TOHECHCh O JJIMHHBIM MPAuyHBbIM KOPU-
JopaMm M repexogam 3amka! HeoxxugaHHO TO TyT, TO TaM BO3HHU-
KaJIA IIMPOKUE U Y3KUE JIECTHUIIBI, KOTOPbIE BEJIM HEU3BECTHO
KyZa, a B/I0JIb CTEH CTOSIM B MOJHBIM POCT YCTPAIIAIOIIAE Pbl-
napckue jgocriexu. OHU TAMHCTBEHHO MOOIECKUBAIIN B JIyHHOM
CBETE M OTOPACHIBAIIN U3JIOMAHHBIE YEPHBIC TCHH.

Bckope Haim myTelecTBeHHUKY OKa3aIMCh B OOJIBIIIOM ITy-
CTOM 3aJjie, CTeHbl KOTOPOTro ObUIM YKpallleHbl CTAPUHHBIMU TO-
OesieHaMU 1 OOJIBIIION rajiepeel MOPTPETOB BCEX MPEIKOB Map-
Ku30B Jie Pen.

Bc€ 31ech ObLIO MOKPHITO TOJCTBIM CJIOEM MbLUIH, U AJTb(hOHC
clienaj CrpaBeJIMBbIN BBIBOL, YTO JIIO/IA HEYACTO 3aXOAAT B 3TOT
3aJ1, a 3HAUUT — 3Jiech Oe3onacHo! KaponuHa Toxke modyBCTBO-
Basia ce0s1 3HAYMTENHHO CBoOOIHee U cMenee. OHa OBICTPEHBKO
M3BJIEKJIA U3 KapMaHa CBEYHOU OrapoK U 3aKIJa ero.

MarneHbKuil OTOHEK, KOHEYHO K€, He OCBellasl OECKOHEUHBIN
T'YJIKUAIA 3aJ1, HO BCE %€ C HUM CTaj0 HeMHoro Becesee. [lonxsa-
THB CBEUY, KpbICa JICJIOBUTO BCKapaOKaslaCh HA CTEHY U OCBETH-
Jia TIOPTPeT MAapKU3bl, JaBHBIM-IABHO TIOKUHYBIIIEW Halll OpeH-
HBIA MUP.

— Cmorpu! — KOPOTKO CKa3zajla OHa, W IOJHECHA CBEUY ele
OJIKe K JIMITY HApUCOBAHHOW KPACABUITHI.



Kot BHUMaTeIbHO BCMAaTPHUBAJICS B €€ TOHKHE YepThl M Oora-
TBIM CTAPUHHBIN Haps[l, CIUIONIb PACILIUATHIN APArOLIEHHBIMU KaM-
HSAMH.

— Craio ObITh, B 9TOM IUIaThe €€ U MOXOPOHMIIN ? — BIIOJITOJIO-
ca 3ajaJ1 oH Borpoc Kaponune.

— Cuauraercs, 4TO TaK, — TaK K€ TUXO OTBETWJIA OHA, — XOTS
JOCTOBEPHO 3TOr0 HUKTO HE 3HAET, HO UMEHHO 3TO IUIAThe MC-
4e3J10 U3 e€ rapaepoda, U 3T0 TOYHO!

— Bpsn sm ero ykpasu, — 3aCOMHeBaJsIC KOT, HE OTBOAA IJ1a3
OT 3aBOPAXKMUBAIOLIETO MOPTPETA, — TaKYI0 TSKECTh TaK ITPOCTO
He yramuiib! Thl TOIBKO TOCMOTpPH, CKOJIBKO TYT OPUJUTHAHTOB
¥ IPOYMX KAMEHBEB — IUIAThE TAaK U CBEPKAET, [JaKe Ha KapTUHE
3TO BUJIHO!



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
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