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KHura pacckaspiBaeT o JIEBYIIKE, KOTOpask BBIHYK/ICHA OTIIPABUThLCS 3a IPaHU
IPUBBIYHOIO MUPA, YTOOBI B APYrOf peajbHOCTH CIIACTH MOXMIICHHYIO TOAPYTY.
[Tpu 5TOM reporHS CHIIBHO PUCKYET, Belb BCE, YeM TaK JOPOXKHUT, MOXET ObITh
MOTEPSTHO HaBCEr1a — BKJIOYasi ceMblo. MBI He BRIOMpaeM POJICTBEHHUKOB

Y KOJIJIET, HO JIPY3bsl — JIIOAM, OOIIEHNE C KOTOPBIMU MOKEM CaMU HavyaTh U
npekpatuTh. JIpyx6a — 3TO BHIOOP, IOTOMY UCKPEHHUE JIPYKECKUE OTHOIIICHUS
TaK IIeHHBI B HaIlle BpeMsl, KOr/a, Ka3ajaoch Obl, BCE U BCEX MOXHO MpOJaTh U
KynuTh.[I03HAKOMUBIITUCH ¢ KHUTOM, YUTATEIh CMOXKET yoepeub ceOsl OT OIMOOK

B OTHOIIEHMSAX, U3-32 KOTOPBIX JIIOAW TEPSIIOT OIM3KUX Apy3eil. Y3HaiiTe, Kak
PomaHHa BBIXOIWT U3 TSIKEIOTO TOJIOKEHUsI, OCTaBasiCh BepHOU cebe. CMoxeT

JIM JIEBYIIIKA CIIACTH TIOAPYTY, HEe JKEPTBYS TEM, UTO TaK J0Oporo cepuiy?B

pOMaHe pacKpbhIBaeTCsl raMMa SMOIIUM, TIEPEKUTHIX 32 CEMb JIET, U ONMCHIBAET
JOOOIIBITHBIE IPAaHU YeJI0BEYEeCKHMX OTHOIeHn. KHura OyieT MHTepecHa He TOJIbKO
NOKJIOHHUKaM (b9HTI3H, HO M YUTATEJIsIM, KOTOPbIE 33 JyMBIBAJIUCh O POJIM JPYKObI
B JKM3HM YEJIOBEKA.
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Pomanna MuwioHeH
PomaHHa. 3anucky Moero Mupa

Yactb nepBas «Toabko JuIlb HAYATO...»

— Aiiga! Kyoa mak cnewuuts ?!

— Kozoa yeuouutv, umo nawna, 6cé nouméus!

-Onsmy? Aiiga, mul 1I8HO HAOO MHOUL U30€8AEUbCSL 8 OUEPEOHOLL pas. Medxcoy npouum, y meHs
MHO020 Oen U ¢ moOOli 803UMbCsl HEK02Od.

— He 3aucw, ono moeo cmoum, nogepbo!

—A u e 3n10ce. I[lpocmo... u-u... Aiiea. Pazee mul He 3HAeWb, UNO HAM CHOOA 3AX00UMb Heab3s1?
Omuyy He noupasumucst s3ma udest. Aiisa, mol 6000ue mens cavtuuuts? Kyoa met? I[looosxcou, mam
Jtce modicem ObimMb onacHo!

-He onacneti, uwem 2ynsmo neped pacceemom. HakaoHucw, a mo cmykHeuvcs 2010801k 0 06aKyY.

— 000 umo...? Yepm! M-m-m... Mos 2on0aa...

— A mebs npedynpexcoana: HAKAOHUCH, 30€Cb NOA CAUMKOM XPYNKUil, akKkypamuo!

— Omkyoa mol 6cé amo 3Haeutv? Heysrcenu 6cé epems npoeoouuts 30eco?

— Hy-y, He 6cé, a moavko uacme... 3amo HaAwAd MHO20 UHMEPECHORO.

-0, Beaukas Mamws Tomvl. Hy nouemy mebe Hukoz0a He npuxooum 6 20108y 3aHUMAMbCS YeM-
mo HopmanvHbim? bepu npumep ¢ noopye: pazénexaiomcs, OXomsmces, nYmeuwecmeyon no PasHvim
MUPAM... XOMb Obl OOHY C KHU2OU Y6UOemb.... A mede 6cé 8pems HYHCHO KYoa-mo Aa3ums, 4mo-mo
uckamo, NPSAMAmMuvC.. ..

— Bom, cmompu!

—H umo smo? Kyua cmapozo xaama. Atiea, mel cepbé3ro? Paou amozo mel MeHs crooa npu-
MAawUna, OmeneKkna om mpeHuposoK U 3acmasuna nepeHecmu 3auamus? 4épm! Omey, mens yooém
u 3mo ewé 6yoem gecoMa CHUCXOOUMENLHO ¢ e2o cmoponbl! Bee! S nowén u 6oavue He becnokoii!

— Iloooowcou, Onez. Cmompu, uduib 3mo?

— Hy u umo? Cmapuwie knuzu.

— Bom umenno, umo smo ne xuueu! QYumaii. . .

—Hy... Pomanna. 3anucku moezo mupa, OHeeHUK nepebiii « Tonbko autb Hauano», OHeGHUK 6mo-
poii «/[py3esi». B obwem, 6 opyeoii paz, koeoa mebe Oyoem Heuem 3aHSAMbCsl, NPUOYMALE Ymo-HUoYOb
noopuzutanevHeli. A nowén, y meHs mpeHuposKu.

— Hy, Onee, noooxcou. Ilomnuwis, mama pacckazviéana nam o Povwanne?

— Mne 3mo ums Hu o uém He 2060pum!

—Hy kax dce. .. ona mak uzeéecmua. Kax amo mwi o Heil Huue20 He caviuian ? Hau mol npoeyauean
3aHAMUSL NO UCMOPUU ? — 0e8YUIKa NPUUYPUNA 21430, NOCMOMPes Ha bpamal.

— Caywaii, nouemy mol max eosmyusaentvest? Modxcro nooymamo, peusb 0 meoe.

—Hem, ne 060 mne. Ho smo nesadicro. Heyosrcenu He xoueutv yznamo npagdy ? CKoAbKO pa3HbIX
J1€2eHO 0 Hell X00um, a Y Hac UEeHHbI UCIOYHUK, KOMOPbIIL pacckadicem 8cé o eé ycusHu. [lonumaeuts,
abcontomuo ecé! Hu y kxozo makozo nem. 9mo dce cokposuue, Onez! Imo sce ucmopus Hauwezo mupa!

— Hem, He nonumaro. A umo mul om meHs xoueutv?

—MHe kadicemcs, 3mo Kak-mo céa3ano ¢ Hamu. /lasaii npouumaem 6cezo AUty 0OUH OHEBHUK.
Ecau He noupasumcsi, ytioém u ooavute 06 3mom 6CHOMUHAMb He OYOeM.

— Tl oHce 6¢é pasHo om MmeHsl He OMCMAaHeUtb.

— Hem.

—Jlaono, ckonvko ux eooouie?

— Bocemw... moutee cemvb, HO 8 HEM 08e OMOEAbHbIE UACMU, NOIMOMY BOCEMD.
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—Jlaono, moavko 00uH, HO He Y8epeH, Umo MHe MO 8000ULe HYHCHO. ..

A ¢ uezo mul 6000Ue 63510, UMO MO KAKUM-MO 00pa3om Kacaemcsi Hac?

— He 3naro, npocmo mak cxazana, umooul 3aunmepecogame. [locmompum. Tax, kmo oyoem
uumamo, mol UAU 2?7

— Mre 6cé pasro, HO ayuue mol.

—Jlaono. Ta-ax... nauném ¢ nepeozo OnesruKa. Jla, a nouepk Kpacugolii u pazoopuueblil, MoabKo
80N1.... UePHUNA HeMHO20 ebiygenu. Tloonecu céeuu nobaudice.

—Jlyuwe?

— Aea, umak:

«JloOpoii HOUM TeM, KTO HAIEN MOU AHEBHUKM C TUMHM 3anmucsMu. MeHsi 30ByT PomaHHa.
MHe cro aBaauarh ceMb JieT. Sl IpoMCXokKy U3 CaMoro JAPEBHETO pojia, KaKo TOJIbKO €CTh Ha 3eMJle.
[Tycts Bac He myraet Moii Bo3pacT, Bellb [l CBOETO HApoAa 51 el 0YeHb MoJIoAa. Y MeHs OoMblIast
K Bam npocb0a: 51 Xo4y, 4ToOBI MPOYMTAB IHEBHUKHU, BBl OTHECIN UX B IIEPKOBb K CBSEHHUKY! He
YAUBJISIATECH, KOTJa IPOYUTAETE 3Ty UCTOPUIO, BCE MOMMETE CaMU U HE CyIUTe MEHs CTPOro Ja He
CyauMBI Oyaere...»

I'nasa I. O60 MHe....

Hauny ¢ Toro, uto ponuiack 51 u Bepocia B Poccuu, yem oueHb rop:xychk. HeBbicokoro pocra
C cepo-ToMyObIMHU TJIa3aMU C KpAIleHbIMH (Ha MOH B3IJIsi, B UKW I[BET) BOJIOCAMU M C HEOOJb-
IIIUM KOJIMYECTBOM BECHYIIEK Ha HOCY, YTO ObLIO, HE OUeHb 3aMETHO, €CJIM KOHEUHO He MPUCMAaTpPH-
BaThcs. B cembe, KpoMe MeHsI ¥ MaMbl, KWJI C HAMU YKe JIeT JeCATh CTapIIUi TPOIOPOIHBIN Opart.
Ero ponurtenu, nponaB KBapTHPY, YeXaad B CBOE BpeMs 3a TPaHUILy 3aHUMAThCsI OM3HECOM M OCTa-
BWJIM ero ¢ Hamu. ['of1a J1Ba MCTIpaBHO TOCHLTIAM TEJIErPaMMBbl U ICHEKHbIE TIEPEBOIbI, HO IOTOM BCE
PE3KO MpeKpaTuiiock. Mama nbITanachk nucaTh, HO MMCbMa MPUXOAMIN 0OPATHO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, UX
0OBSIBIITM TIponaBimMu 0e3 BecTr. CIycTss MHOTO JIET 51 BCE-TaKM BBISICHUJIA IPUYMHY MCUE3HOBE-
HUs ponuTteneit Caim 1 MOTy CKa3aThb OJHO: OIHK/Ibl OKA3aJIMCh B HEHY’KHOM MECTe B HEHY)KHOE
BpeMs. K orpoMHOMY cokajieHHIo, IIOMOYb MM HE CMOIJIH, HO TeX, KTO TaK CKa3aTh «MOCONEUCTBO-
BaJI» 3TOMY COOBITHIO Pa/I HAKMBbI, HAKA3aJIM KECTOKO, TOJILKO BOT JIIOAEH-TO BCE PaBHO YiKe HE Bep-
HyTb. CKOJIbKO TIOMHIO Opata, OH IO KOHIIA CBOMX JTHEH Aeprkasl oOMIy Ha poauTesiell, HUKaK He MOT
CMUPHUTBCS C TEM, YTO OHU €TI0 IPOMEHSUIM Ha OM3HeC ¥ OpOCHiIM (UTO yKe M3HA4YaIbHO ObLIO HE TaK,
HO MOHATH OH 9TOTO HUKAK He MOT WK He xoTen). CIycTs Kakoe-To BpeMsl MO0 MaMy CTaJl Ha3bIBaTh
«Mamo¥ii», a MeHs1 cauTas OJIM3KUM JIPYTOM U POHOM cecTpoil. Mama, KOHEUHO *ke, ero JIIoOuiIa Kak
POMTHOTO ChIHA M TAKOBBIM BOCIUTBHIBAJIA, A 51 CYMTAJIA CBOMM JIyUIIIMM JPYTOM M OUeHb CUMITATHY-
HBIM MaJIbuiKoM. KcTaTy, MHOTHE TEBYOHKHM M3 MOETO Kilacca ObLTM CO MHOU erHorIacHbl. OTia y
MeHHA He OBLIO, KaK ¥ BO MHOI'MX ceMbAx. Mama Hac ¢ CaIlkoi BOCIIMTHIBAJIA OJHA M BIIOJIHE MOIJIA
STUM TrOpAUTHCS. MBI BRIPOCIH He N30aI0BaHHBIMU JIETbMU: BCETIa U BO BCEM €l MOMOTajid, HUYero
JIMIITHETO HEe MPOCUJIH, €CJIM KOHEYHO 3TO He ObUIO0 HE0OXOOMMOCTHIO0. BpaT ObLT cTapine MeHs Ha ABa
rojia, HO 3TO HUKOT/IA HE MEIIajio eMy Ha3blBaTh MEHs «MaJIsiBKOW». Her, 51 He 3nmunace. Be€ Hauanoch
B 1999 rony. Torga MHe CTYKHYJIO IIECTHAALATH JieT. S yunnach B caMoil 0ObIYHOM 0011Ie00pa3oBa-
TEeJILHOU IIKOJIe. Y MeHsS ObUTM JPYy3bsi, MBI XOPOIIIO MPOBOIWIN BpeMsl, XOIWINA HA TUCKOTEKH U B
KMHO M HHUKOI/a 0codo He rpyctin. CkaxeMm mpoiie, He 3HaaM 3a00T U xJjonot. Eciu yectHo, o
BCer/ia cuuTaia cebs ueanbHbIM peOEHKOM: He IpyOniia, He MaTepriiach, C yBaKeHHeM OTHOCHIIACh
K CTapIIMM 10 BO3pACTy U TIOMOTaia 1o J0MY.

OpHaxIp!l MOCTe MIKOJIBHOM JIMCKOTEKH S Iia qoMoi. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4To Ha yiuie ObLT
cobaumnii Xooz (B 3TOM rofly 3umMa He 0co00 OblIa K HaM OJIAarOCKJIOHHA), 51 He TOPONMJIACh. Y CTaBIIast
U yIeqmas KyJa-To ryOOKO B CBOU MBICIIH, JIOU[IS JI0 MOJbe3/1a, He 3aMeTHIa Ha CKaMelKe CUJIs-
IIEr0 MOJIOZOTO YeJIOBEKa, JIET ABAIATH TPEX, MOKET ObITh cTapie. OH CMOTpEIT Ha JIyHY U CJerka
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ynbioascs. [lapeHsb ObUT HACTOJIBKO JIETKO OfIET, UTO MPY BUJE €ro Mo Tedy nodexany mypamku. Ha
HEM OBLJIO pacraxHyToe MajbTo, MOl HUM — pyOallika ¢ pacCTErHyTHIMA BEPXHUMHM ITYTOBUIIAMH.

«Bp-p, coBcem cymacIieAnuii. . .» — IPOHeCIOCh B TOJIOBE.

OH cupen, onupasich TOJIBIMU PyKaMu O 3aJIeICHETyI0 CKaMEHKY, ¥ TIOJICTaBIISLT JIUIIO TyHHOMY
cety. OH MHE MOKa3aJICsl OYeHb JIa)Ke CUMIIATUYHBIM. . .

— Kak oymaewn, Onee, kmo smo?

— He 3naro, wumaii oanvue.

— Jlaowo, aaomo.

... KOrjia 1ofies/ia B KapMaH 3a KJII0YOM, HIUEro He Hallla.

«Hy, Her, Heyxemu moTtepsiia KIOUU?» — TMOgyMaia s M BCIIOMHWJIA, YTO OCTaBWJIA UX B
CYMOYKE MOEU OIHOKJIACCHUIIBI PUTHI.

—BuH. .. — HemoBONMBHO MporoBopmiia s Beyx. [Ipo ceds xe nodaBuia: «Ha ynuie HaBepHO
Bce muHyc 30, a To 1 MuHyc 35. § 3amMEp3a Kak codaka U ecTh XOuy».

[omHI0, KOTr/1a BEpBbIE YCIBIIIAA €ro T0I0C, OH MOKA3aJICS TAKUM CIIOKOMHBIM, YapyIoIInM,
... HEe 3Hali0, B OOIIIeM, KaK eIl MOKHO €Tr0 OIUCATh:

— He moxemib nonacts JoMou?

Sl moBepHyJIach M yBHENA, YTO OH JJO CUX TIOP CUAENT U «HACIAKAAJICS>» JTyHOM.

— Jla... — IporoBOpuJia eJyie CIbIIIIHO.

— Xouerb, MOMOry? — CIpOCHJI OH, He MOBOpaunBasich kKo MHe. Ha ero nviie Obiia BCE Ta ke
yIIBIOKA.

He 3agympiBasich, oTBeTHIIA:

— Ha!

Ecnu Ob1 51 TOrIA 3HAIA, K YeMy MPUBEAET MO OTBET M Yepe3 UTO MPUAETCS MPOUTH B 1aIb-
HelimeMm, crasia Obl 1 ¢ HUM pasroBapuBath? Bpsg mu. Ho, ¢ 1pyroii cTOpOHBI, MOKHO JIM yOexaThb
OT TOTO, YTO YTOTOBAHO CyAbOO? Tak MM MHaue, Mbl BCE PaBHO Obl BCTPETHIIMCh. DTO JIAaBHO OBLIO
3aIUIAHMPOBAHO, M KaKJIOTO M3 HAC TOTOBWIIM K 3TOW BCTpeye Mo-cBoemy. PaHbliie Obl 51 ckazasa:
«Bceraa xasena, 4To JiIoaM HE MOTYT BHIETh Oyaylee, MHaYe MHOTHX OIIMOOK OHU MOTJIM Obl He
coBepmath!» A ceifuac cKaky Tak: «XOpoOIIO, YTO Mbl HE MOXEM BUAETh OyaylIero, Mo KpaiHen
Mepe 99,9% u3 Hac TOUHO, Toraa ObLIO Obl HEUHTEPECHO JKUTh, U MBI He ObUTH OBl TEMH, KTO MBI €CTh
ceiiuac! B moOoM ciryyae BO MHOTMX HAIIMX MOCTYIIKAX M JIeJIaX Mbl BAHOBATHI CAMHU ¥ HUKTO MHOW.
Ero noxonka okasanach 0OMaHYMBO JIGHUBOW. MHe Kaxkercsi, OH TOI/a YK€ YTO-TO TIOHMMAJT WJIH
3HaJI 000 MHE YTO-TO TaKOe, YTO ObLJIO AAJEKUM U HETIOHSTHBIM JJIs1 Moero Hespesoro yma. Koraa
sl paccMOTpeJia ero moosmke, cepie 3a0unock Jarie. BeICOkHii, 0O4eHb KPaCHUBBIN U BECbMa TPUTSI-
ratenbHbIi. KammranoBeie Bosiockl. LIBeT 11a3 cTpaHHbIH, a B3IJIsA] HACMEXAIOIIHIACS, KaK U YXMBUIKA
Ha Jure. DTa Aypankas U JUKO 3JIUBIIAS YXMbUIKA 3arajia MHE B MIaMsTh U TTOTOM JJOJITO COMPOBOK-
najta MeHs rosciony. HecMoTpsi Ha TO, UTO ¢ TeX TOP MPOILIO MHOTO JIET, IO CUX TIOp MOMHIO HaIlly
BCTpeuy M KaXJIyI0 YepTy ero juia. Tskeno 3a0bIBaTh JOAEH, KOTOPBIE MOSBIISIOTCS B )KU3HU OIUH
Pa3 ¥ MEHsII0T e€ KapauHabHO. Toraa st ObUIa IJTyIol U HAaMBHOM, ToJiarasi, 4To BCE B 9TOM caMoOit
KU3HU JIeJIaeTCsl IPOCTO TaK.

— ThbI IEUCTBUTETBHO XOUEIllb TONACTb JOMO? — MePECIPOCUIT OH.

— Koneuno xouy, 4to 3a rinymsiii Borpoc!

—Hy, Torna sy 3/1echb. ... — C TUMHU CJIOBAaMHU OH C JIOBKOCTBIO KOTa 3aJIe3 Ha KO3BIPEK KPBIIIN
MojIbe3/1a U Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE JIBEPb OTKPbLIACh.

— E-M0oé... — 51 3am1a B morbes/ ¥ 3aKphbiia 3a coO0i ABEPb.

[Mopmoiins k Ty, HEBOIBHO BEpHYJIACh OOpaTHO U OTKpbUIa poT. Ha okHe, uepe3 KoTopoe oH
3asie3, Obia penerka!

«Heyxenm nokazanock? MoskeT ObITh OH 3aJ1e3 Uepes3 Ipyroe OKHO?» — MoJymaJa s U, OKOHYa-
TEJILHO 3aITyTaBIIUCh, OTIPaBIIach foMoi. OO 3Tol BCTpeue s HUKOMY He pacckaszaia. Jla u 3auem?
Jlionu OpiBatoT pa3HbIMU. HUKOTrIa He 3Haelllb, KaK OHU OTPearupyioT Ha YTO-TO HOBOE U HEOOBIYHOE.

6
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[TpUBBIKIIM KUTh B KAKOM-TO OIPAHUYEHHOM MHpE, B KOTOPOM BCeT/Ia €CTh IA0JIOHBI U CTEPEOTHUIIHI,
3aJI0KeHHbIe ¢ pokJIeHus1. Toraa MHe Ka3asloch, UTO 51 OOJbIIe HE YBUKY 9TOTO YeIOBEKa, HO CyabOa
MOOUT yCTpauBath clopripusbl. Kak-To pa3, Bo3Bpaiasich JOMOH, sl CHOBA YBUZENA €T0 CUISAIIMM Ha
ckameiike. [Tporia MuMo 1 Korja yxe Obuia y oIbe3/ia, ycablana:

— 231! V Tebs kmoun Bhinaim!

4l 3acyHysa pyKy B KapMaH, M JeUCTBUTEIILHO TaM BMECTO KJIIouel Oblia JIbIpa.

«OTKyna B kKapMmaHe apipa? He momHIo, 4ToOb OHa Obuta. Hudero He moHumar. ..» — mpoHec-
JIOCh B MOEH TOJIOBE, U 51 Ha4Yajia OrisiAbiBaThesl. M, mpaB/a, Ha yTONTaHHOM CHETY TPOTyapa B JIYHHOM
cBeTe OJiecTe MOM KJTIOUH, MpSIMO Y ckamerku. §1 moponuia. He mogHumast a3, mojgHsa CBSA3KY.
U Tos1bKO OTKPBIB ABEPH, CKa3aJIa:

— Cnacu60! — 1 ObICTPO 3aKpbLIa 32 COOOM.

[Nocnenyromye Tpy HeAENU 51 TOCTOSIHHO BCTpevasia ero OKoJIo nmoxbesna. B rojoBe HEBOJIBHO
TIOSIBJISUTMCH MBICITH O TOM, UTO OH MTPOCTO 3/1€Ch JKMBET U KaK/AbIA Beuep BBIXOAUT Ha yiuily. Ho kak
TOr/1a OOBSCHUTH TO, C KAKOM JIEFKOCTHIO OH 3a0paJsicsl Ha KO3bIPEK Broporo staxa? Croprcmen? Yem
yarie s ero BCTpevasia, TeM OoJibliie B TOJIOBE BO3HUKAIO BOIPOCOB. [Ipoxons Mumo, s enaia Buf,
YTO HE 3aMeyvajia ero JIo TeX Mop, MoKa MOcJie HIKOJIbHON JUCKOTEKU OH He nofoien caM. [locne tan-
1IEB TOJINA CTAPIIEKJIACCHUKOB IITYMHOM BaTaroi BhICHINANA Ha yauily. OQHU CTOSUT M 00CYyXJal,
KTO KOTO MOWAET MPOBOXATh, APYrue cooOpaxaiu, Kyaa eme MOXKHO TIONTH U pa3Bieybcs, a AUPEK-
TpuUca U e€ 3aMeCTHUTEITb MBITAIMCh HAC Pa30THATH 1O JIoMaM, Oerast OT OJHOW KOMITAHUM K JIPYTOH.

— Bce pacxogumcs no gomam! — ckazai 3aMecTUTe b, TIOAOH IS K HaM.

MuHyT Yepe3 ABaaIaTh, IOHSB, UYTO 3TO AeJI0 OeCIoIe3Hoe ¥ BechbMa HeOJlaroiapHoe, OH ToJI0-
I1eJ1 K AUPEKTPUCE, KOTOpast CTOsIIa Ha JIECTHUIIE, M CKa3aJl, BHITUPAsI TUIATKOM JIOO:

— B 3HaeTe, paHblie 310 ObUIO CIEIaTh FOpas3io MpoIlle.

JupekTop ynslOHYIach U, TIOJHSIB OYKH, IPOrOBOPHUJIA:

— Onepunuchk nreHnsl. CaMu pa3neTsarcsi, MEp3HYTh JOJITO He cTaHyT. loiinémre-ka tyuiie
MIONIbEM YaKKy y MeHs B KaOMHeTe.

— Ho kax *e... a TOMO#... 0o31HO yxke. [la 1 KAyT MeHsl.

— [Nowipémre, mode3HewHiA, oraéMTe. Kpome pelO B BallieM akBapryme Bac BCE paBHO HUKTO
He XKJET, a y MeHs B IKady npunaceHo abpukocoBoe BapeHbe. 3aMeCTUTENIh 00PEYEHO B3/I0XHYI U,
eIlE pa3 OMIsIAEB HAC, TPOrOBOPUIL:

— M-z, MBI ¥ TIpaB/a yxe OOJIbIIIe UM He HYXKHBI, — U TIOIIEN CIIeIoM

3a Heil.

Ha mxonsHOM JBOpE Hapoy ObLIIO MHOTO, BCE IITyMEJH, CMESITUCH, 2 HEKOTOPBIE 0CO00 CMeJTbIe
pacnuBaIy OTKYIA-TO MOSIBUBIIHKECS MUBO. YTO e O MeHs, s He 0co00 JIIoOUIa Takue OOMbIINE 1
IIIyMHBIE KOMITAHUH, U MHE CKOpee XOTeJOCh Monacth AoMoi. CITycTsl Yyac Hapoj CTajl OCTENeHHO
PacxouThCsl KTO Kylla, M HAC OCTAJIOCh YeNIOBEK ABaiuaTh. [laHs, Kak Bcerna, Momen MpoBOKAaTh
cectép: Mapuny u Tano. O6e eMy HpaBWIMCh U OH HUKAK HE MOT OMPENESUThCS, C KEM XKe eMy
BCTpeuarbes. [Ipy3bsi mocoBeToBaIM He OpocaTh CECTPUYEK U MPOIOIKATh YXaKUBATh 32 OOEUMH,
MOKa OH HE PEIIMTCs OTKa3aThb OIHOM M3 HUX, YTO ObUIO MAJOBEPOSATHO. [la M AEByIIEK, Cyasl 1o
BCEMY, TaKOW BapuaHT BMOJMHe ycTpauBal. Makcum, Bans, CeBa, AnpOuna u Ilonrna cobpanmch
exarh B IIEHTP U TaM IIPOJOJIKUTD Becelsbe. Tak uTo MOJTOBUHA U3 OCTABIIMXCS PA30ILIACh, OCTATIOCh
HECKOJIbKO TapHel U JeBYOHOK, B TOM uwciie U s1. [Toka ManbuuInku Mexay coO0i pacrpeessiiv,
KTO KOTO MOWAET MPOBOXKATh, Moi0ekasa B3bepolleHHass Karbka 1, 3arpiXaBImch, poroBopuIa:

— Chymaiite, OKOJIO IIKOJIbI CUAUT Takoi odureHHsIil napeHs! Koraa s npoxonuia Mumo, oH
MHe yabIoHYIIcs! 1 onpeeiéHHO eMy MOHpaBHIach!

[Tocrne e€ cnoB y IEBYOHOK 3aropesivch miasza, 1 Huna cnipocuina:

— OH 4T0, 10 CUX TIOp TaM CUAUT?

— Koneuno! Ero gaxe oTciofa MOXHO yBU/IETb, — IPUBOAS B TIOPSAJOK B3bEPOLICHHYIO KOITHY
BBIOIIMXCS BOJIOC, poropopuiia Kars.
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—Hy u e on? — HemHoro jieHuBo cripocuia Jleiina. OHa curuTanach OJIHON U3 CaMbIX KPACHUBBIX
JEBYIIIEK B HAIlleH IIKOJIe, U MHOTHE TTAPHU NBITAIMCH 32 Hel yXakuBaTh. OHa ¢ TOOOIBITCTBOM CTajia
paccMaTprBaTh CHISIIMX Ha TPyOe OKOJIO KONkl HO Kats ckazasa:

—Tsl He TyAa CMOTpHIIIb, OH CUAUT BOH TaM, — C STUMH CJIOBAMU OHA YKa3aJla Ha TIapHs1, KOTOPBIA
CHZEN TIOOAJb OT OCTAJIBHBIX.

—JleBouku, oH Moii! — ¢ 3TUMHK cioBamu Jleiina Hakpacuia ryOsl, TonpaBuia 100Ky, KOTopast
eJie-eJie MpUKpbiBasia e€ BTopbie «90» 1 HanpaBUIach K HEMY, CJIeTKa BUJISIS 3a/I0M.

— Jleiina! Ho Tak Heuectno! I mepBas ero yBuaena! — kpukHysia Kars u mobexana 3a Heul.
Manb4uIKy NepecTaii pasroBapuBarh U YIUBIEHHO TTOCMOTPENU Ha IEBOYEK.

— Yro 310 ¢ HUMU? — cipocui Cepékka, KOTOPOMY Toxke HpaBuiiach Jleita.

CeronHs eMy Kak pa3 BbIllaJla CYaCTIIMBasi BO3MOXKHOCTb ITPOBOIUTH €€ JIOMOM.

— OX, MaJIBYMIIKHY, BaM 3TOTO HE MOHSATH. .. — BHIAOXHYJIA JIn3a.

—K komy 310 OHUM nonwm? YTo-TO 51 3TOr0 NapHs HE 3HAI0, OH YTO, HOBEHbKUI? — BCE HE YHU-
masics Cepéxa.

—Hagepno. Ho neBuoHkam, cyas no BceMy, BCE paBHO, pa3 OH TaKOW «O(PUIeHHBIN apeHb», —
cKazasia s, yCMeXHYBIIIUCb.

IMoce yero Bce cranm HaOMOAATh 3a iporcxoasammM. Korga Jleiia mogornuia K HE3HAKOMILY,
OH BCTaJl U, YJBIOHYBIIKCH, YTO-TO cKazal. OHa 3acMmesiach, 3aTeM K HUM nofonuia Kars u Toxe
BKJIIOYMJIACh B pasroBop. Ilocie 3Toro oHM MonuiM B HaIly CTOPOHY.

—Kasxercs1, y Bac, Mosofiple JTIO[M, MOSIBUJICS KOHKYPEHT, — MPOrOBOPHMIIA S C HECKPHIBAEMOM
W3JIEBKOM.

— Hy na, emie mocMoTpum, 4to 3a PpyKT, — ckazain Kocts u 3akypui curapery.

Koraa onu nogonum K Ham, MOXHO ObUIO YBHIIETh cUacTiIUBbIe B3MIsAAp Katu u Jleisl, HO
KOrja sl pasrisijienia He3HAKOMIla, YECTHO CKa3aTh, HE OYeHb 00pagoBasiach. ITO ObUI TOT CaMbIil
NapeHb, KOTOPBIA IOCTOSIHHO CHJIEN OKOJIO TTOABE3A.

«A OH UTO TYT JeNIaeT?» — MoAymaJa si, BbIIABUB €Jie 3aMETHYIO YIIBIOKY.

—3HaKOMBTECh, 3TO AJieKc! — IMUPOKO yIbIOasich, MpeacTaBuia Jleina u B3siia ero rnojg pyky,
CJIOBHO OHH yXe TSTHCOT JIET BCTPEUYAIIHCh, TOCTIE Yero OH IMOCMOTPEIT Ha He€ U KaK-TO 3araJjouHo
ynbiOHyJCs. Torma st ¥ mpeicTaBUTh cede He MOIJIa, YTO MPOU3OMAET C ITOW JIEBYIIKON B JaTbHEH-
mem. He 3Hal0, 4TO CIy4nsioch ¢ Apy3bsiMH, HO OHM Bce ObUIM OT HEro B BocTopre. Bech Beuep oH
paccKasbIBajl KaKylo-TO €pyH/1y, @ OHA CMesTCh. MHe Tora yxke 1Mokas3ajaoch CTPAaHHBIM TO, KaK OH
cMoTpen Ha Jofeid. Ero B3mis CIOBHO MPOHM3BIBAN KaKIOTO HACKBO3b, M3y4all, OLIEHUBA, BCITY-
mumBaics. Mos nyumas noapyxka CoHsl, K CYacThio, He pa3fessiia MHEHUsI OCTalbHbIX. [la 1 51 B
HEM pazodapoBaack. OH MOKA3aJICsl MHE BHICOKOMEPHBIM M CIIMIIKOM YX MaJKUM Ha KEHCKUH Mo
(XOTs1 HIUETO YAMBUTEILHOTO B 3TOM U HE ObLJIO).

— HagmeHHbIil 1 BBICOKOMEPHBI MOJIOAON 4esioBeK. Thl Tak HE cuMTaelib? — MpolenTaia
Cons.

— To1, kak Bceraa, mpaBa. OH MOXOX HA Ty KAaTErOpUI0 MOJIOABIX JIIOAEH, KOTOPHIX B JETCTBE
OYeHb YacTo OaJoBaJIM POAMTENH, LIeJysl UX B IOy, Mpeasiarasi BCE 30JI0TO MUpa M Aenas U3 HUX
MOpaJIbHBIX YPOJOB, — npoinenTaia si CoHe Ha yXO M yBUZENa, KaK Ha MEHs TTOCMOTpe AJIeKc.

Crnoxuoch BrieyarieHue, OyaTo Obl OH YCIHBIIIA, O YéM Mbl TOBOpHIIH. C 3TUMU CIIOBAaMH
CoHs mocMoTpesia Ha MeHs 1 YJIBIOHYIach. DTO Oblla KpacuBast AEBYIIKA C KAPUMH IJ1a3aMu U ¢ 00ec-
[[BEUCHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, BCET/IA CJIETKa pacTpenaBuIMMuUcs 1o miiedaM. OHa OblTa YyTOUKY BBIIIIE
BBITJIsIZIENIA CTapIlie, €i COBCEM He AaBaJlv IIeCTHAAIATh. 3aTO 51 pOAIIACh PaHbIIIe POBHO Ha HEAEIIO,
¥ 3TO HUKOI/Ia HEe MEIaJIo el B KAKUX-HUOYIb CUTYalUsIX TOBOPUTH: «KTo TyT y Hac crapimii? [laBaii,
MOKaXU HaM mpumep!»

Ona 6bL1a ONTUMHCTKOH 10 CPAaBHEHUIO CO MHOM, IOBOJIBHO M300pETATEIbHON 1 YMHOM HE T10
rofam, XOTsI MHOT/Ia BeJla ceOst Kak MaJIeHbKHI peOEHOK. MHe ¢ Hell Bcerja ObLIO Becesio M MHTEPECHO.
4l cunrana e€ mogapkom cyabObl, U He ObLJIO HU JIHS B )KU3HH, YTOOHI s MOXKaJieNa O Hallleid BCTpeye.
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CoHs OblTa caMbIM ONM3KKMM [JIsS1 MEHSI YeJIOBEKOM, U s €€ OYeHb JoOMIa, JO CaMbIX MOCIEIHUX
JHEN Moel CTapoil XU3HHU U JIIo0Mmo aaxe ceivyac! Mbl ObUIM 3HAKOMBI 1B TO/1a, HO CUJIBHO JPYT K
APYTy MPUBS3AJIHCH, TOHUMAIH C MOJTYCJIOBA, M HAIIKM MBICJH YacTo coBnaaani. OHa Obuia «MOUM»
yesioBekoM. Beerna pyrana 3a riiynsle penieHus 1 Japajla XOpolume 1 LieHHble coBeThl. Ecnu 51 1osro
He 3BOHMJIA (Yaca TpU NOCIIe MOCAEJHEr0 pa3roBopa Wi BCTPEUn), 3BOHMIA CaMa: MHTEPECOBAIaCh,
Kak Jiena, 4YTo HOBOTO, Hy M TaK jiajiee. Y Hac He ObUIO I1eJIM HAlTH ce0e MOJIOAOTO YesIOBEKa, BBICKO-
YUTh OBICTPEHBKO 32 HETO 3aMYK M HApOXKaTh Kydy MaJICHbKUX peOATHIIECK. Y HAac ObUT BBICOKHUE
1ienu (ceiiyac, KOHEYHO, BCE 3TO 3BYUHUT 3a0aBHO). [la, CCOPUIIHMCH M He pa3rOBapyBaIv APYT C IPYroM
TIOJIONTY — MBI OBUTH 10 3HAKY 30[JiaKa KO3EPOraMu, a 3TO YIpsIMbIe 3HAKH, 1 HUKTO U3 HAC HE XOTeJ
nepBbIM MUPHUThCSI. COCKYUMBIIMCh, MBI, TOUHEE 51, 3BOHIJIA, OHA 3BaJIa B TOCTU MMUTb Yaid U JEeTTUThCS
nocyeiHMMU HoBocTsIMU. Korna ouepenp fonuia v 10 Hac Jleia HaIMEHHO MpOU3HeCa:

—A 3710 HalM nonyraituuku-HepasayyHuusl Pomanna u Cons! Ha ero jimue npockosb3HyJ10
yVBJIEHUE, HO OMIOMHMBILNCH, NT03/10poBajics 3a pyKy ¢ CoHel, a 3aTeM MpOTSHYyJ] e€ MHe. S cHa-
yaJjia MIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero M TOJIbKO IOTOM IPOTSIHYJIa CBOIO B OTBET, 3aMETHUB €ro yXMbUIKY. Kak
TOJIBKO OH JIOTPOHYJICSI IO MEH$I, MOYYBCTBOBAJA KaK IO Tesxy Oyaro Obl Mpolia MoaHus. B moeit
rOJIOBE MTPOMENTbKHYJIM KaKKMe-TO CTpaHHbIe 00pa3bl, U TYT s MOHsLJIA, YTO HEHABUKY €r0 BCEM CBOMM
YeJIOBeYeCKUM CepiieM. BricTpo oTnEpHYB pyKy, cyHyna e€ B kapMaH. Ho ero yisioka craia TOJIbKo
mpe. Bee HaOmonanm 3a mpoUCXOIsAIIMM, HO HUKTO HUYETo He TIOHSUT M He CKa3all, TONbKO Jleiina
HEJJOBOJIbHO XMBIKHYJIA U C YJIBIOKOW CITpOCHJIa:

— AJtekc, Tl He MOT ObI IPOBOJUTH MEHS IOMOM?

OH CJI0BHO XJaJ1 3TOro BOIIpOCa U, IOCMOTPEB Ha HEE, «CIaAKUM» IOJIOCOM OTBETHIL:

—KoHeuHo, npoBoiKy, KpacaBuua, 1 He TOJIbKO 10 Joma! — rocie 3tux cnoB Jleina pacusena
Ha IJ1a3ax.

—Hy nanHo, pedsta, Mbl monui. Beem noka! — ¢ 9Tumu ciioBamu oHa U AJIEKC TIOILTA B CTOPOHY
MATUITAKEK, CTOSIBIIAX OKOJIO IIIKOJIHL.

— Jleiina! IMogoxau! — kpukHyIa 1. OHU IOBEPHYJIUCH.

— Jleiina, s nymaro, uto Oymer Jiydie, eciau TeOst mpoBoauT... Cepéxal — ¢ 3TUMM clioBaMu
s CJIerKa TOJIKHYJIA €0 IJIeYOM, YTOOBI OH TOXeE YTO-HUOY/b CKa3all, HO OH, KaK KOHTYXEHBIH, Mpo-
JOJIKaJ CTOSATh U MOJTYATb.

—PomanHa, 13BMHY, HO $1 TaK pelinia U MEHs CerofiHs MOMIET MPOBOXATh ITOT 3aMeyaTeIbHbIN
MOJIOJIOM YeJIOBeK !

W onu nonum paneine. Ha xony oH 00epHYJ/ICs U Kak-TO CTPaHHO MOCMOTpPEST Ha MEeHsI, OTYEro
MHE CTaJIo CTpaniHo 3a Jleiny.

— Jleitna! MoxeT Tbl iepegyMaels?

— INocnymaii, Pomanna! Hukto He BUHOBAT, B TOM, UTO Thl yIycTujIa manc. He meniaii mue! —
KPUKHYJIa OHA U, IOMaxaB HAMAHUKIOPEHHbIMU MaJIbYMKaMU, UCUE3/Ia BMECTE ¢ AJIEKCOM 32 yIJIOM
noma. Korna Bce pasonutuch, Mel ¢ CoHell He crielnia nouid JOMOM.

— Powm, TebOe He KaxeTcs, 4To 3[€eCh. .. YTO-TO HE TaK?

—Emg kak kaxercs. Kakoi-10 CTpaHHBIN THII... U YTO-TO MHE He TI0 celOe..., — MEeHs Cllerka
NepenEpHYIIO.

— Ciymaii, Tol YTO-HHOYb TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KOT/IA TPUKOCHYJIACh K HeMY?

—Ara, BbICOKOBOJIBTHBII pa3psi/i BRICOKOMEPUS U 3ror3Ma!l — OTBETHIIA 1 HEMHOT'O CEPAMTO.

—Her, s cepbésno! [IpocTo. .. koraa s K HeMy IPMKOCHYJIACh, TIOYYBCTBOBaJA KyTKH xonoxa! Y
MeHsI Ia)ke MypAILIKHU 10 KOxe MpoOexkan, — ckazana CoHs U KaK-TO ChEKMIIACH, CJIOBHO BCIOMHMJIA
TE OILYLIECHUS.

— Xa! Ha ynwuie xe He Mail Mecstl. [la 1 moTom, oH ObUT Oe3 Mepyarok, a B TAKOW XOJIOA YTO
XOYellb 3aMEP3HET, — YBIOHYIach 51, TIOMPABUB Iapd.

—la Het! D10 coBCceM He TOT XO0JI0/1, KOTOPBII MbI IPUBBIKJIM UyBCTBOBATH, KOTA Y HAC MEP3HYT
PYKHU. DTO YTO-TO APYroe, NOHMUMAEIb? — C STUMU CJIOBAMH OHA IOCMOTpEa Ha MEHSI.
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— Ho He xouemns M Th CKa3aTh, YTO OH MepTBel? — 3aCMesIach 5.

— Hy, Moxer ObITh HE COBCEM MepTBell, HO YTO-TO OUeHb OJIM3KOE.

Pa3Be ThI He BHUIeNa, Kak OH CMOTpes Ha TeOsl, HA MEHs U Ha Jpyrux peOsaT? — oHa CHOBa
MIOCMOTpEJIa B MOIO CTOPOHY.

—Hy, MoseT ObITb, 3TO U HE B3MJIsA] JIIOOSIIEro Opara, HO ¥ He MEpTBeIla XK TOYHO! — CO CMEXOM
oTBeTmIa 51, Ha yTo COHS paccepaniach ¥ TPOMKO CKa3asa:

—Tol uTO MyMaernn, s He BUJIENA, Kak Thl HA HEro rnmocMorpesa? 1o He ObUT B3IJISI, MOTHBIN
moOBU 1 HeXHOCTU! OYHKUCH Ke, JIIOIU He MOTYT HeHAaBUJIETh IPYT ApPYra ¢ MepBoro B3rsAaa. Thl UTo,
€ro 3Haelllb? — OHa OCTAHOBWJIACh M CHOBA MTOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHSI.

— Hy, Bugena napy pa3s okoJo noabe3aa v Bc€. Mbl ¢ HUM Jake U HE pa3rOBApUBAJIN.

— Hy, 1 kak Tbl AyMaellib, 4TO OH TaM Jenan?

—He 3Hat0, MOXeT OBbITh, OH JKUBET B 9TOM JIOME WJIH I1ie-TO psiaom ? Vi x1an Koro-Huoy/ib. . . .

KoneuHo, 51 Toraa u npeacraButh cede He Moruia, uto COHs TPaKTHUECKH BO BCEM ObLIa MpaBa.
Ecnu Obl 51 TOrJa HaYama mpuCIyIIBaThCs K €€ CI0BaM, Mbl MHOTOTO OBl U30€KaJTh, HO 51 IIPOCTO He
XOTeJia B 3TO BEPUTh. XOTs MPEKPACHO NMOHUMAJIA, YTO 3/1€Ch SIBHO YEM-TO «I1aXJI0» U YeM-TO OYEHb
HETPUSATHBIM.

—Ilocnymaii, PomaHHa, MHE KaeTcsl, YTO Thl MEHSI OOMaHbIBaeIllb. Thl MPEKpacHO BCE MOHSIA,
MPOCTO HE XO4Yelllb, B 9TO MOBepuTh! ThI ke BUjIeNa KapTUHKHU Y ceOsl B TOJIOBE, KOIJia OH K Tebe
MIPUKOCHYJICA?

Sl ocTaHOBHIIACH U, TOCMOTPEB HA HEE, CIPOCHIIA:

— OTKypga Thl 3Haellb?

-5 ux Toxe Bugena. 51 Tedst MO3TOMY ¥ CITPOCHJIA, UTO Tl TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KOT/IA IIPUKOCHYJIACH
K 9TOMY 4eJIOBeKY, — oTBeTH1a COHSI U TOIIUIA BIIEPEN.

$1 ObLTa yAMBIICHA TEM, YTO YCIIBIIIAA!

— Ho kak?

—4 cama He moHsa, Kak 3T0 noxy4dmiock. CHavama MmogymMana, 4To 3TO YBHUIeaa TOJIbKO 51, HO
YTO-TO TMOJCKA3aJI0, YTO M T 3TO BUjeNa Toxke, — ckasayia CoHs U B3si1a B pyku cHer. OH ObICTpO
CTaJl TasATh.

—41... 1 He moHuUMal, Kak 3To Morjo npousoitu? Ciymiai, a MOXKET 3TO BUJE/U BCE, C KEM
OH TO3A0pOBaJICs ?

—370 OBUTO OBl HAMHOTO JIYYIIIe, XOTSI MHE KaXeTCsl, YTO ITO He TaK, — C STUMU cioBaMu COHs
B3s1JIa B PYKH €I1I€ CHET U 33[yMYMBO MPOU3HECa:

— A ero pyku ObUTM MEPTBELIKY XOJIOJIHBI. . .

—Kasxercs, Jleiina He mpuaET 3aBTpa B MIKOMY... — s nopaBHsuiack ¢ Coneir. OHa BhIOpOCHIIa
OCTaBIIIUICS CHET W, HAJIeB BapeXkKy, cKazasa:

— ThI TOXE Tak gyMaernb?

Korga monuiu go e€ goMma, oHa ckasaia:

— JlagHo, BCcTpeTumcs B 1iKoje u Bcé yBuaum. [Toka!

— Ioka.

N MBI pa3ommce.

I'nasa I1. dnnaemus

YTpom, Npus B HIKOTY, Mbl YBUIEH Bpayeld U MIJUIIUIO, KOTOPBIE YTO-TO OYPHO 0OCY K IaJIH.
Wx nviia ObLM HAIyTaHHBL M 033Ja4eHHbI. MBI TIOBEPHYJIUCH PYT K JAPYTY, OMHOBPEMEHHO CKa3aB:

— Jleiina! — u moGexanu HaBepx.

JIBoe OreqHBIX MIJIMLIIOHEPOB CTOSUTM y JIBepell Kilacca, HUKOTo He Imyckas. Jluma npucyt-
CTBYIOIIMX BbIpaxai yxac. JInuze u Ilonune cTano mioxo, MOITOMY OHHU JIEpKasll OKOJIO HOCA BAaTKY
C HaIIATBIPEM, a BOKPYT CYETHWJIUCh JPyrue NeBYOHKHU. [Jake HEKOTOpbie MaIbYMIIIKH yKe B KOTOPBIA
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pa3 BeIXOOWIN KypuTh. ¥ Bcex Obul mok. Mbl ¢ CoHelt oponumi Kk Cepére, KOTOpbIN CHIEN B CTO-
POHKE OT BCEX.

— IIpuser, uto 31€Ch cityunnoch? — cpocuiia CoHst

—IIpuser. [la s TouHO U He 3Ha1. [ OBOPAT, MpernogaBare/bHMIIA MEPTBA. A Ha CTOJIE, HA MOy,
KpYyroMm — 3ameKimecs nogreku Kposu. Cam He BUZEN, HO ApHSM YIaJIOCh OOHUM IJIa30M 3arIsIHYTh
B KJIacC. A HalllJla €e JUPEKTOp, KOrAa OTKpbUIa IBEPb, — ITU CJIOBA OH MIPOU3HEC C KAKUM-TO YKACOM.

— Kak ona tyza nonana? OHa 4TO U3HYTPH 3aKPhLIach?

— 1 ne 3nato. [Tpumén, Tyt yxe Hapon ObUI, U... s HAYEro He BUIEN... — C TUMHU CIOBAMHU
OH BCTAJI Y YIIE.

Mai ¢ Conelt neperisiHy/uch.

— Cepéra Bceraa OblT BeCETBIM ITAPHEM, & TYT €r0 CJIOBHO MOIMEHWUIIH.

— U npasna. [Touemy 310? — UPOHUYHO MTPOU3HECIA MOAPYTa.

— Tamapy HukomnaeBHy, HaBepHOe, ceiluac OTKauMBaloT, COMHEBAIOCh, YTO MOCJIE TOTO, YTO €
MIPUILIIOCH YBUAETD, Y HEE BCE XOPOILO C CEPALIEM. . ..

— Ox, 4TO-TO 371€Ch HE TaK, — ckazajia CoHsl, CKaB KYJIaKH.

Eé€ cnosa mens ynuBuim:

— O yém 310 THI?

Omna 3alyMYMBO OTBETHJIA:

—He 3Ha0. Huyero He noHumarw. ¥ MeHsl OYeHb IJI0X0€ NMPEAYYBCTBUE U BHYTPU KaK-TO BCE
CKUMAEeTCsl.

— Th1 cityyaiino He 3a6onena?

—Her-Her, 51 Kak pa3 370poBa, MMPOCTO... Y MEHs MOSIBIJIOCh KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE OIIYIIEeHHUE
TOT'0, YTO 3TO BCETO JIMIIb HAYaJIo.

— Hayvano yero?

CoHs 3a[ymMajiach 1 Kak Obl cTaJla MPUCTYIIMBATHCA K cede.

— Iaxe He 3HaI0, HO JIy4Ile ObITh KO BCEMY F'OTOBOM, — CKa3aJia OHa

YBEPEHHO, YTO MEHS YAUBUJIO.

— CoHnb, THI IPSIMO Kak MaTpuoT. Thl TaK CTPOro HUKOIJA HE BHINVIsAAENA, Jaxke Ha (POTKE B
acropTe, HeYKelr BCE 3TO CEpbE3HO?

— Tob1 0 yém?

— Jla s1 0 TBOEM smiie. XOTs JIaHO, 1aBai JIydille rojgyMaeM, Kyaa aenach Jleiia?

— Boxe, B rooBe HUMKak He yKJaabiBaercsi, uTo Enm3aBeTsl DayapHoBHBI OOMbIIe HET, —
TOJIpyra CMOTpeJia Ha MeHsI I71a3aMU MOJHBIMHU Y:Kaca, eYaii ¥ Kakoro-To crpaxa. f Momva ooHsiIa
ec.

— Tol mpaBa, HYXHO BBISICHUTb, Te Jleiina, — ¢ arumu cioBamu Consi noforwia k Cepére, KOTo-
pbIii BEpHYJICA, M CTaja paccrpamuBars ero o Jleire. [ToroBopuB ¢ HUM, BepHYJIach 0OpaTHO.

— Hy, uto?

— OH He Bujien Jleity ¢ cyOOOTHI.

— A 9TO TOBOPAT JIEBUOHKH TIO STOMY TOBOY ?

— He 3Hnato. [laBaii cipocum! — ¢ 3TUMU CJI0BaMU OHA BOIPOCUTEJIBHO MTOCMOTpEa Ha MEHSI.

B 3Hak coriacus s KUBHYJIA, ¥ MbI TIONLTH K JISWIMHBIM OTM3KUM TiofipykKam, [TomuHe u Jluze,
KOTOPBIM, Cy/Isl [T0 BCEMY, CTaJIO Jierde, pa3 OHU ykKe 4TO-TO OypHO 0OCYXAaH.

— Kak nymaernb, 0 4éM oHU TOBOPAT?

S yemexHyace:

— VYranai c Tpéx pas...

—[a, To1 ipaBa. .. — orBeTrIa COHsl, ¥ C TUMHU CJIOBAMH MBI MTOIOIIUIH K JieBovKaM. [1pu Busie
HAC OHU PE3KO 3aMOJTYANIM U KaK-TO CTPAaHHO mocMoTpesi. Mbl ¢ CoHell ieperyisiHy KCh, U YIbIOHYB-
IIMCh, OHA CIIPOCUJIA!

— ¥V Hac 4TO-TO He Tak?
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[Nonuna u JIuza, ycMexHyBIINCh, CHOBA MPUHSLIMCH 32 Pa3roBop. Mbl ObUIM yIMBIIEHBI TAKOM
PEaKIMK U MEHSI 3TO BO3MYTHIIO:

— JleBOUKH, U3BUHUTE, YTO OTBJIEKAI0 OT Pa3roBOpa, HO MOXHO 3a/1aTh BCErO OIWUH BOIMPOC U
MBI TYT € OTCTAaHEM.

Hararma HeJOBOJIbHO XMBIKHYJIA U CIIPOCHJIA:

— Yro Bam emE Hago?

— Eme? — ynusnénno nepecripocuia CoHsl.

— MBblI K BaM el He oOparnaiuch. 1 4To-To He MOTY MOHSITh, IEBOUKH, B UEM JIeNI0? — BCE HUKAK
He yHuMaiach CoHsi. MeHs 3T0 Toxke 3a/1eJ1o, HO sl He CTajla IPUIaBaTh STOMY 3HAUYeHHe, Belb Mbl HE
ObLTM 0COO0 XOPOIIMMH TIOPYTaMU, OJTHAKO WX HBIHEIITHee TIOBe/IeHHe MEHS TOXKe He YCTPanuBaio.

— CoHs, MOT0XOU.

— BbI Kako#l Borpoc XxoTuTe HaMm 3a/1ath? — BApYT cipocuia [lonvHa.

— Mp1 OB XOTeM y3HaTh, rie Jleina? — crnpocunia s, Mocje Yero Mx rjia3a CTajd HEMHOTO
OoJIbIIIe, 1 OHU XOPOM CITPOCHITH:

— U Bbl emig cripainmBaete?

—Pa3Be BbI He 3HaeTe, UTO OHA JISKUT B OonbHMIIE? — cripocwiia [ToHa Tak, OyATo 3Ty HOBOCTD
TriepeiaBajid 1o BCEM PaIMOCTAHITUSAM MUPA.

MBI TOJIBKO YIUBJIEHHO MEPETJISHYJIUCS.

—Korza Asnekc nomen e€ mpoBoxarb, OHa ynaja B 0OMOPOK, ¥ OH A0oHEC Jlerny 1o KBapTHUpBI
Ha pykax! Hy a 3atem, moexai c Heli B 60JbHUITY! DTO e MPOCTO 370POBO HANTU TAKOTO BEPHOTO
MoJIofioro yesioBeka! IToBe3so ke eif, TONMbKO BCTPETUIINCh, & OH yXke e€ Tak JIIOOUT! — ¢ BOCXUIIIEHHEM
nporoBopuia [lonuna, 1 e€ Mo OcBeTHIIA YIbIOKA.

—OHM TaK MOAXOAAT APYT APYTY, yKe BIKY e€ B CBaIeOHOM TUIaThe, — 3aMEUTAaBIIIHCh, CKa3asa
JIuza.

— OyeHb NOAXOAT, KaK Ccaror U JIaroTh, — CKaszaja s meénotoM, noBepHypmuch k Cone. OnHa
YIBIOHYJIACh.

— Kaxk s ei1 3aBunyio! — He orcraBana [lonuHa.

— Toxe MHe, HalllTa, KOMY 3aBHIOBaTh, — BCTABUJIA 1.

[MonHa HeIOBOIBHO TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHS.

— A oTKyga BbI 3HaeTe 3Tu noxpoOHocTH? — cripocia CoHsl.

— A MBI 32 HEl yTPOM 3aXO[WIM, €€ MaMa HaM BCE M paccKasalia, — oTo3Bajiack Harara.

— OHa ckazana, 4To paja, HakoHell-To Yy JIeisbl MOosIBUJICS JOCTOMHBIN MOJIOION YesioBek. [la
K TOMY e Kpacasen!

— A cyns o ToMy, BO UTO OH ObLT OIET, emé u OorareHbKuii! — qodaBma Jluza.

—Hy nagHo, He OyeM Bac OTBJIeKATh, CIUICTHUYANTE AAJIbIIE. .. — C STUMU CJIOBAMH MBI YIILIH.
OHu e1né HeCKOJIBKO CEKYH/T HeZIOBOJIBHO CMOTPEJTU B HAIITY CTOPOHY U CHOBA TIPUHSIJIVCH 32 OUepe/i-
HYIO IIPOMBIBKY KOCTei. MBI 1aXke He YCIIe/IM BBIUTH B KOPUIIOP, KaK K HAM B KJIACC TIPUIILIA IUPEKTOP
Y CKa3ajia, YTO CErOfIHs W 3aBTPa YUUThCH He OyneM. MOXHO OBbUIO 3aMETUTh, KaK Y MHOTHUX Cpa3y
TMO/THSUIOCh HACTPOEHHE, W TIEPBBIMU KJIACC TIOKUHYJIU JIeBOUKU BO TiaBe ¢ [lonmuHow u JInzoil. Onu
pelIi, 9To NouayT u HaBecTAT Jleiny. Ham Obl10 cTpaHHO, MOYeMy MHOTHE HaIlli OTHOKJIACCHUKU
100 BOBCE HE pa3roBapyBaIY C HAMH, JIMOO OTEJIBIBAIMCH KOPOTKUMH OTBeTaMu. Koria Mbl BBIIILTH
U3 KJlacca, 5 CpoCcuIa:

— Hy, 1 uT0 TBHI 060 BCEM 3TOM Aymaels?

3acréruBas Kyprky, CoHs ckazana:

— INomuwib, s Tebe TOBOpUIA, UYTO Y MEHs TJIOX0e MPETIyBCTBHE.

MHe KaxeTcsi, 4TO OHO OYEHb CKOPO ceOs1 OIpaBacT.

— Tr1 umeenb B BUIY Jleiny u ocTaabHbIX peOsT?

— U He TONbKO, — 33 JyMYHMBO MPOrOBOPHJIA OHA.
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Korma MBI BRI HA Y/MIDY, CTOSIBIIME JEBOYKM M3 APYroro Kjiacca, Kak-To BpaxaeOHO
MIOCMOTPEJIU B HAllly CTOPOHY.

— To1 310 TOXE BUAMIIL? — cripocuia MeHs1 COHsl, TOCMOTPEB B UX CTOPOHY.

—Jla, u MHe KaxeTcs, 4To 3TO BC€ Hecripocta. He oOparaii BHUMaHMS, TIOHAEM KO MHE U BCE
o0cynM, a TO U 'y JIepeBbEB TOXKE €CTh YIIIH.

Xody MofeNuThCsl ¢ TOOOW CBOMMHM TMOAO3PEHUSIMH. §1 OUeHb XOPOIIIO IMMOMHIO, YTO IO JOPOTe
JOMOM MbI HE IIPOPOHMIIM HHU cioBa. Kaskast U3 Hac 0 4€M-TO Aymalia, HO BOT O YEM — 3TO OCTaJIOCh
cekperoM. TonbKO Tora Mbl 3arOBOPUIIM, KOTAA 3aKPbLIACh IBEPh B KBAPTUPE.

— Caymaii, Thl HE CUMTaEeIllb BCE 9TO CTPAHHBIM ?

— CrpanabiM? Xa! D10 emg cnado ckazano. 1 BooOie He TOHUMAIO, YTO 3[eCh IPOUCXOIUT.
Takoe BHieyatieHue, CJIOBHO BceX pedsT B IIKOJIE TTOJMEHMITH.

—Tebe He kaxeTcs, 4TO BCE ITO HAYAJIOCh C MOMEHTa, KOrja Mpumen Ajekc? — crpocuia
nozipyra.

— 51 Toxe mogyMbIBaia 00 STOM, ¥ BCE 9TO HABOIUT HAa OUEHb HEMPABIONOIOOHBIE MBICITH.

51 mocraBuna rperbes yaiHuK. CoHs Hape3asia XJie, Korja 3a3BOHII TesieoH.

—4 Bo3bMYy TpYOKY! — cKa3aja oHa u nodesxasna K TejaedoHy. S HUKOra ¥ HUYEro He 3ampe-
mana e genars. OHa B JI0OOe BpeMsl MOTJIa TIPUITU WA TMTO3BOHUTH, HO COHsI Oblla BOCIIUTAHHOW
AEBYIIKOW U BCera 3Haja, Korjaa 1 4To MOXHO cenatb. B Moém nome oHa Beerna Oblia XKeJlaHHBIM,
HO, K COXaJICHHIO, PEIKMM IOCTEM U TO, YTO OHA 3aXO[WJIa HA KyXHIO, U HAYMHAJIA TOTOBUTH, OBLIO
BIIOJTHE HOPMaJIbHBIM ME3K/1y HaMU SIBJIEHUEM.

MBp1 ObUTA TIOUTH POTHBIMH, CJIEIOBATEIHHO, JOBEPSTN IPYT JIPYTY.

«0, Beaukass Mamyv, Kak mHe He xgamaem e€ YavlOku, cmexa u 8oooute eé¢ camoii!» Hy, oa
JNAOHO, NPOOONIHCY.. ..

Ha xyxHio Bonwia Const. Ha Helt He ObUTO JTUIIA, TOYHEE OHO MOOJIEIHENO, a e€ r1a3a ObLIM Ha
MOKPOM MECTE.

— Const! Yto ciyunsiocn?

—Hac nmpurnacunm Ha.... — 3aTeM 3aMojTyasia M 3arviakana, Ho cOOpaBIIMCh U BIIOXHYB, MPO-
JOJIKWIIA, — IOXOPOHBI !

OHa cena Ha CTYIL

— Bboxe moii, EnuzaBera DayapnoBHa. . .— OHa 3aMoTajia T'ojIOBOM.

— Yrooo...?!

OHa cMmoTpesia Ha MeHsl, M CJIE3bl, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOJIbKO CHJIbHEE CTAIM CTeKaTh ¢ e€ ra3. S mea-
JIEHHO TIPYCeJIa Ha CTYJ M TUXO ITPOrOBOPUJIA:

— T'ocrioau, e ke Bcero mectHaauaTh! Otuero oHa ymepna?

— Tl He TOBepUIlb — OT OOJIBIIION TIOTEPH KPOBU... — ¢ ITUMH cioBamu COHs TOAOILIA U
BBIKJTIOYMJIA CBUCTEBIIIMI YallHUK.

— Yro 32 6pen? Ona ke ynaga B 0oMopok. [Ipruém 31ech KpoBb?

PasznuBasg yaii, CoHd cka3aia:

—4 Toxe ObLTa yauBIIEHA, ¥ TIOYEMY-TO Ha YM cpa3y npuuien Anekc. MoxeT, KOHEYHO, 3TO BCE
Open, HO...

S Mmoiua caenasna IIoToK:

— Iocnymaii, BO3MOXHO, Tl MpaBa. Kakoil HOpMaJbHBIA YesloBeK OyHeT CHAETh Ha JIITOM
MOpO3€e B JIETKOM MaJIbTO HApacHaliky u 0e3 roioBHOro yoopa? XoloaHbIN, CTPaHHbBIN, Ja U LBET
KOKU HE3JJOPOBBIIA.

Otu 00pasbl, KOTOPbIE MBI BUIEIH, KOTJIA TTO3/I0POBAJIMCH C HUM. A elIé 3TO CTpaHHOe yOuid-
CTBO U TaKoe ke noBenieHne pedsar. Tebe He KakeTcs, YTo MO KaTeropuio «4eJOBeK» OH ClIerKa He
nonajaer?

CoHs, OTKycuB OyTepOpo1, 33 JyMUIMBO IPOTOBOPHIIA:
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—Bo03MOXHO THI 1 TpaBa, HO HEYXelln Takoe ObiBaeT? DTO ke peajibHas KU3Hb, a He (paHTa-
CTHKA.

— ¢ naxe u He 3HaI0, HO MHE OOJIbIIIe HUYETrO Ha YM He TTPUXOIHT.

MoxeT ObITh, KOHEYHO, Y MEHs CIMIIIKOM Ooratoe BOOOpakeHue, HO, a Kak emé BCE 9TO 00b-
SICHUTD?

— MoxeT, MbI ero mpoepum?

— Kak TbI coOmpaenibest mpoBepsTh ero? — ¢ yAUBJIEHUEM M C YCMEIIKOHN CIpocHIa si.

Oma 3a1ymManach, a TOTOM OTBETHJIA:

— A MBI IPOCJIEAVM 32 HUM.

—Hy na, a ecii oH HaC 3aMeTHT, YTO Thl eMy CKaxelllb? 3Haelllb, OMHUM «VI3BUHUTE» U MIJION
YIBIOKOW TOYHO HE OTAeIaeMCsl, — C YCMEIIKOM MTPOroBOpuJIa si.

— Hy, xots 6b1 Tak! A y TeOs1 kakue npeayioxenus? — cripocuia CoHsl, TONUBast Yai.

— JlomycTum, HO TOJIBKO JIOITYCTHM, 51 ¢ ToOOM coracHa. Ho rae mMbl ero Haagm?

— Hy, He 3Ha10... — OHa noXkaJia IJIe4aMH.

—Ilorpsicarormuii otBer. ... Ciymiai, s coBceM 3a0buia 0 MoxopoHax. Korma u e oHu cocto-
aTcs?

CoHs Mo1aBUIIaCh, M MHE TIPUIILIOCHh TIOXJIONaTh €€ 1o criuHe. [IpoKanuisiBIIMCh, OHa MPOro-
BOpWJIA!

— IToxopoHbI OyayT CerofgHs B ceMb Beuepa.

— Yro? INouemy umenHo cerogus? M nouemy Beuepom? — ¢ yIuBJIEHUEM CIIPOCHIIA S1.

—He 3Hato, cama ynvBiieHa He MeHbIlEe TBOEro. E€ Mmama HMYero He ckaszaja o 3ToMy MOBOAY.
TonbKo morpocuiia, YTOObl MBI 00SI3aTeTFHO TTPUIILITH.

—bnuH, Kako ke HYXHO OBITh CBOJIOUBIO, YTOOBI TAK JKECTOKO MOCTYIATh C JIOAMHU? — 1 JIeH-
CTBUTEJIHHO ObLIa 3J1a.

— BeccepaeuHoit u XoJ01HOM, — oto3Baiack CoHsl.

—Hy Huyero, TOT, KTO 3TO chesall, pAaHO WX MO3IHO TOTUIATHTCS 3a CBOM MOCTYIOK. KU3Hb
ero HaKaxeT, — CKa3aJja s, CTyKHYB KyJIaKOM 10 CTOJTY.

—O4eHb X0UeTCs B 3TO BEpUTh, HO Yallle BCETO ¢ TAKUM TMOJOHKAMU HUYErO He MPOUCXOIUT.
o kpaiiHell Mepe, B HallleM MHpe, — TIOJIpyra MPOU3HECa 3TU CJI0OBa ¢ KAKMM-TO COXaJleHUeM U
HEHABUCTBIO.

3uma. CMepKaJIoch PaHo, a B CEMb YacoB ObLIO yxke coBceM TeMHO. Cama ujes TOoro, 4ro moxo-
POHBI IOJIKHBI OBUTH COCTOSITHCSI BEUEPOM, HAM yKe He IIOHPABIJIACh, HO OTKa3bIBAThCS Mbl HE UMEN
npaBa. Bo3amoskHo, Jleiina u He OblIa HaIllel OIPYToi, HO U Bparamu Mbl Toxe He Oblti. He mpuiitu
ObLIO ObI HEBEKJIMBO 10 OTHOIICHUIO K camoii Jleiie u e€ cembe. Kora Beuepom Mbl 10Opaiuch 10
KJIQIOWIIA, TaM yke OblJIo MHOTO Haposy. [Tomumo Jleiuisl 1 Halllel MpernogaBaTeIbHUIBI B 9TOT ICHb
XOPOHWJIH eIlE MATephiX pedAT. [IBoe M3 HUX OKAa3aJIMCh U3 Halllel IMKOIbl. Mbl ObUIM MOTPSICEHBI
HACTOJIbKO, YTO HAa KaKOe-TO BpeMs s TIOyMaJia, 4To 3TO ObUT IPOCTO COH, KOMMapHbIA coH. COHS ¢
TPYIOM ClIepKUBasa CIE3bl. DTO 5 Mepeluia B 3Ty KOy B 9 Kjlacce, a OHa yYuiach B HEW ¢ CaMoro
HavaJsia v 3Hajia 9TUX pedsT AaBHO. S peKkpacHO MOHMMAIA €€ COCTOSTHUE.

— Boske Mo, 3TO TPOCTO KaKasi-TO SIMUAEMUsI, — TOBOPIJIA OHA, BBITHPAsI TUIATKOM CJIE3BI.

41 Tonpko Momya kuBHYA. CTpaHHO, HO y BCeX peOsIT ObLT MOXOKHIA AUarHo3. U yxe 3Tv MbICu
HABOJIMJTA HA OJIVH €JJMHCTBEHHBIN BBIBOJI, KOTOPBIN TOraa ObLT B Moel royioBe. Beé ObL10 1pocTo, HO
MBI JIEpKATNCh, Kak Moryi. Bapyr CoHsl TONKHYJIa MeHsI B OOK.

— CMOTpH, TaM CTOUT AJIEKC U C HUM eIll€ KaKue-To JIoau!

Korma st moBepHysia rojioBy, To Moofasib OT OCTAJbHBIX yBUena Ajiekca. C HUM CTOSUTH eIné
HECKOJIBKO MOJIOJIBIX JTIOJICH, KOTOPBIX PaHbIIC MBI HE BCTPEYAITH.

— Kak nymaernib, k1o 310 ¢ HUM? — ENoTOM cripocuia 51 y CoHu.

OHa noxaJa rnjieJyamu:
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—He 3nato. Hu pasy ux He Bugena. IntepecHo ipyroe — rouemMy OHHU CTOSIT Tak fajneko? Bpone
Obl OH TIOMOT €. MHe Ka3ajiochk, OH OyaeT OJvke Beex.

— Crymaid, 3T0 Xopolasi BO3MOKHOCTb ITPOCIIEUTh 32 HUM.

CoHs1 OBEpHY/IaCh B MOIO CTOPOHY:

—TbI 4TO, MBI IOTOBAPUBAJIKICH TIPOCTICNTH TOJIBKO 32 HUM OJTHUM, a OH TYT He ofuH. Tem Oosee
MBI HE 3HAEM KTO OHH.

S HacrauBana:

—Jla ThI YTO, 3TO XOpOIIIasi BOZMOKHOCTh, He OTKa3biBaucs. JlaBail e BbISICHUM BCE, HAKOHEII.
A 3TH 110714, KOTOPBIE CTOSIT PsIIOM, HABEPHSIKA €ro 3HAKOMBbIE, U MHE KaXKeTCsl, OHU U3 OJHOM ITIalKH.

— Ortkyna 3Haenb?

— 310 )€ oueBuaHO! Hy, urto? — noBropuia 1.

Bapyr Bbipaxkenue miia COHU U3MEHWIOCH:

— Tol mpaBa. Hajno paccraBuTh Bce TOYKU HaJl «i» U BBISICHUTb, HAKOHEI], KTO 3TO!

—Ciymaii, Tel IPSIMO KaK HACTOSIIIME MATPUOT CeHYac. .. — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU 1 yJIBIOHYJIACh, UTO
OYEHb YIUBHIIO OKpykatomux. Hamo OpUIO0 BEIXOOWTH KaK-TO M3 CO3/aBIIel cUTyaluu. S1 BRIXBaTHIa
u3 pyk CoHHM IJIATOK M, CKOPUUB IpUMacy, crajia Aejarh BU, 4To Iuiady.

OxkpyskamoIiye ¢ MOHUMaHUEM TTOCMOTPENIM Ha MeHsI U OTBepHY/IMCh. COHSI cXBaTujia MEeHs 3a
PYKY ¥ OTBeJIa B CTOPOHY. I O ciie3aMu MocMOTpesia Ha Hee.

—Te6e ObI B TeaTpasbHBIN IMOCTYIIATh, YaliKa MXaTOBCKAs. .. — OHA YJIBIOHYJIaCh, HO HE MPHBJIC-
Kasi BHUMaHus. S 3ameTiiia, Kak AJIeKC U BCe ero TOBAPUIIU C YIUBJICHUEM CMOTpPEJU B HAIIly CTO-

pOHY.
I'nasa III. Caexka

Korna noxopoHsl 3aKOHUYMJINCH, BCE CTAJIM PacXoAuThes. Mbl oo kK mame Jleisl u, emme
pa3 BbIpa3uB cOOOJIC3HOBAHMS €€ CeMbe, C/IeNIaii BUI, 4TO Y. Camu ke CIIpSTaIrCh 32 OOJBIION
KaMeHHOMU cTatyell 1 ctaiu HaOmoaaTh. CITycTs modaca, KpoMe AJiekca M ero «JIpy3ei», Bce HaKo-
HEeIl-TO pa3onuIrch. OHU CTOSUTU M YETO-TO JKIAJIH.

— Cnymaid, yero oHM xayT? — cripocuia menotom CoHsl.

— He 3Hato, MOXeT OBITh MPOIIAIOTCSA C Hel. ... CTpaHHO, KOHEYHO.

— Kcraru, a 9To ThI CKa3ajia MaMe HacyeT TOoro, Kyja norunia?

-4 ckazana, 4To MocIe MOXOPOH poauTeu JISHIbl MOMPOCUIIA HAC OCTAThCs MIEPEHOYEBATh Y
HUX.

— DTO KOHEYHO IJTymnas OTMa3Ka, HO 5 cKas3aJia To ke camoe, — yabioHynack CoHsl.

— U 1BI nymaenib, oHa nosepuiia’?

— Ecim oHa O3BOHMT TBOEH, MO KpaliHel Mepe, OHa CKakeT TO ke caMoe, — s YIbIOHYJIach.

CoHs ynpIOHYJIach B OTBET U CKazaJa:

— Bynem Hapesitbes.

ITpomeén eme yvac.

— Cnymaid, ckoibko BpemeHu? — cripocuiia 51 y CoHu.

Ona nmocMoTpesia Ha Yachl ¥ IPOrOBOPUIIA:

— HecArs.

— 4 yxe naunHato 3amep3ath! Koraa onu yxe noumyt?

-4 Toxe 3amEpana, ocodeHHo Horu. [laBail caenaeM Tak: KIEM elié qBajalarh MUHYT, M €Cld
HUYEro He MPOUCXOIUT, YXOAUM JOMOM, 1agHo?! — ¢ 3Tmu ciioBamu COHSI BOITPOCUTEHHO MOCMOT-
pesia Ha MeHsl. § cornacuiack. Cuaenu TUXo, Mo KpailHel Mepe, HaM Tak Ka3ajiock. Mbl HAIIUTU Takoe
MECTO, OTKYy/Ia HaC CaMUX OBUIO HE BUJHO, 4 TO, YTO TIPOMCXOAMIIO TaM, ObLIIO KaK Ha JIagoHu. Bapyr
CoHs# TOJIKHYJIA MEHSI B OOK M C YWBJICHHEM CIIPOCHJIA:

— A Kak Jymaeriib, 30MOH CyIIeCTBYIOT?
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S mocmoTpena Ha He€, a TOTOM Ha MOTWJIBL, PSIZIOM C KOTOPBIMU CTOSLTH 3TH pedsTta. To, uto
HaM TMPHIUIOCh YBUIETh, TIPUBEJIO HAC B TAKOW IIOK, YTO MO CPABHEHMIO C 3TUM CaMBbIil CTPAIIIHBII
(ubM yKacoB Kazajcs MPOCTO JETCKUMU ChEMKAMHU.

— Yro onm nienaiot? — ¢ ucnyrom cripocusia meHsi Cousi.

— Ecm O8I 51 TOJTBKO 3HaJIA? — POU3HECIA 51 CPBIBAIOIIIMMCS TOJIOCOM.

MBb1 yBHIEM Kak AJIEKC U €ro Jpy3bsi BCTATN Y MOTHJI, B KOTOPBIX CETrOfiHsI TOXOPOHKIIH PeOsIT.
OHH CJTOBHO MOAGVIIN UX MEXKAY COOOM 1 XK IaTH. 3eMJIs 3allleBesINIach, M U3 He€, MOJOOHO MayKam,
BbUIE3M pedsita. OHU ObUTH BCE I'PSA3HBIMH, HO KUBBIMU !

Ckasarp, 4TO MBI OBUIH B IIIOKE, 3HAYUT BOOOILE HUYETO HE CKA3aTh.

— To1 310 TOXE BUAMIIL?! — BbiJaBMIIA omapaiiieHHass CoHsl uepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMmsl.

— Jlyure Ob1 51 3TOTrO He BUena. Chyimaii, 370 MHe OOJIbIlie HaOMUHAET (PUJIBM yKacoB, a He
peabHOCTh! — cKazaa s, MOCTENIEHHO MPUXO/s B ceOsl.

— Yro Oynem nenatb?

— Cnequts! Ceituac MHe cTao emme uHTepecHei. S He cooupaich yXOAUTb, a ThI?

Omna nogymasia 1 OTBETHIIA!

— Cornacha. Pa3 yx HauasM, Hy’)KHO 3aKOHYHUTb.

MBbI cTany BHUMATeIbHO HAOMIOaTh 32 MPOUCXONAIMM. Bee pedsita BHIIIIsI e BIIOJIHE 310-
POBBIMH, HO BOT YTO HaM IOKA3aJOCh CTPaHHBIM, TaK 3TO MX MoBesieHWe. OHM CIIOBHO BIIEPBBIE B
TAKOM BHJI€ BCTYIMJIA Ha 3€MJIIO: TTPUHIOXUBAJIMCH, BCIYIIUBAJIKCH M MIPUCMATPUBAIIICH, a AJIEKC C
APY3bsIMH CTOSUTH C IOBOJIbHBIMHU JIMIIAMU M CMOTPEJIM Ha HUX, KaK HA CBOW TBOPEHUS.

— Cnymait, Pom, 310 Tebe HUYero He HarOMUHAeT?

— ®wIBM y)KacoB MPO 30MOM WJIM TPO BAMITUPOB, & YTO?

—A TBI camMa He J0TaJbIBaeIIbCs? — OHAa TIOCMOTpEa Ha MeHsI KAKUM-TO CTPaHHBIM B3IJISOM.

— OHu cyniecTByioT?

— Kak Bugunib, BaMmupsl ectb. I Ajiekc oiuH U3 HUx !

—HuMCKOIBKO He YIMBITIOCH, €CITH €T0 APY3bsl TOKE U3 ITOM XKe MANKU. 3HAYUT, pedsita Horudim
OT YKYCOB.

— Ila, ¥ 3TO OYEeHb MHTEPECHO, — poroBopuia CoHsl.

—Crymaii, 31ech nATepo BaMIUPOB, Tak ? — s nocMoTpena Ha COoHIo, OHa MOJIYa KMBHYJIA TOJIO0-
BOM.

—3HauNT, KK BAMITUP YKYCHUJI 110 OJJHOMY YeJIOBEKY, a TOTOM Ha3HAYMJIM BPEMsI U MECTO
noxopoH. MiM 310 66110 BIronHO! — BhicKa3aia COHM CBOIO MBICITb.

— CornacHa! Tenepp ux He MATh, a AecATh! Thl TpeCTaBIsACIb, YTO OyJEeT Yepe3 Heleo-
apyryio? 1x xe OyaeT OKoJso cTal — ¢ STUMH CJIOBaMH MBI MIEPETJISHYJINCh, B HAIIMX I71a3aX CTOSLT
yXac.

«/la, HausHble 00 JHCYMU. .. — NPO2OBOPUN, YAbIOHYEULUCE, Onee.

— Onez! — 00épHyna cecmpa.

— Bcé, monuy-monuy! — npooondicas yavloamucsi, npo2osopun opam».

— HyxHo uto-To fenats! Henb3s 310 Tak octapnsAth. MHaue, ObITh Oepie! — ckazana CoHsl.

— Tet paBa! Dt TBapu OyIyT pa3MHOXAThCS Kak TapakaHbl. Bc€-Taku mHTYMIms 1eds He
noziBena, noapyra. Yro tenepsb Oyaem aenarsb?

—He 3Hat0, HO Ha IOMOIIIb 3BaTh HET cMbicIa. COMHEBalOCh, YTO HaM moBepsT. Ckopee, oTIpa-
BAT B ompeneneHHoe Mecto. IIpunércs cBoMMu cuiamMu cripaBisTbesi! — mporoBopuia CoHsl U
MOCMOTpEJT Ha MEeHS.

— Hapo naiiti ux Boxaka u youts. Tak oObyHO ObIBaeT B (prisibMax !

Torma Bcex ocTaibHBIX OyAeT rpoine nepeduTs. ToIbKo Kak 3TO cenarh? — Cpocuna .

«3Haeme, som ceituac 6cé Mo 6CROMUHAI, a HA auye yavloka. Kaxumu jxce Obinu HaueHvIMU
u eaynoimu! Jlaowo....»
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Cons noxana miueyamu. Korma Mbl BBICYHYJIUCH U3-32 TTAaMSITHUKA, YBUJIENH, KaK AJIEKC U €0
KOMITaHHsI HAITPaBUJIaCh B CTOPOHY JIeCa, OKOJIO KOTOPOTO U HaXOAMJIOCH KJIaJA0HuIIIe.

— Hy uro, rotoBa? Y Tebs emmg ectsb manc otkazarbes! — cripocuia st CoHio.

Ona 3aymManach Ha mapy CeKyH/, HO, YJIBIOHYBIINChH, OTBETHIIA:

— 41, KoHeuHo, Tpycuxa, HO pa3Be y Hac ecTb BbIOOp?! U ecitu He MBI, TO KTO?

— 9710 3HAUUT «[a»?

OHa KMBHYJIa.

— Hy, Torga Bniepén, Ha MOMCKY HENMPUSTHOCTEW WIIH. .. IPUKJIIOYEHHUH |

— ThI 3HaemIb, BTOPOI BApUAHT MHE HPABUTCS Ky/a OOJbIle, — OHA YJBIOHY/IacCh B OTBET, M MBI
HE CrIela HaPaBUJIKCh CIIEIOM.

['pynmna npearnonaraeMeix BaMIMpPOB 11UIA BIIEPEAN HAC, HUKTO U3 HUX HU pa3y He 0OepHYJICS.
ITO yKe CTaJIo Ka3aThCsl MOA03PUTEILHBIM. MBI CTapaich He OTXOIUTD JIPYT OT JIpyra Aajblile, YeM
Ha mar. Yem niyOxke yXOOWIM B JieC, TEM CTpalllHee CTAHOBMIIOCh. BOATHCS HeNlb3sl, MHAUe 00erM
koHel! Bammupsl oueHb xoporio yyBcTByoT crpax. llnu mbl gonro. Ham kazanock, 4To BaMIupsl
KaX[IyI0 CeKyHIy ObUTH IOJI HAIIIMM KOHTPOJIEM, HO B OJHO MIHOBEHHE OHH HcUe3u. MBI ¢ yKacoMm
Havyaan o3uparbes o cropoHam. U s, u CoHs peKpacHO MOHUMAJIH, YTO €CJTM HAC 3aMETHJIH, TO
HaJesIThCS Ha IPYKEMOOHYI0 BCTpeuy He cTouT. Bosbiiie Beero st 6osinack He 3a ceOsl, a 3a TOapyTy.
CoHs OIIOIIIIA ¥ KPETKO CKajla PyKy, Yero paHbllie HUKOTAA He Jenaa.

«3HAYMT, e CTajIo IEUCTBUTEILHO CTPAITHO», — MogyMasia 5. OHa MIENOTOM MPOroBOpHIIA:

—He nonumaro, kyna onu aenvch? OHM e TOJNBKO YTO UM BIiepenu Hac. §1 crayia BCIymu-
BaThCS B CTPAIIHYIO TUIIMHY W BAPYT MEHsI OCEHUJIO:

— Yepr... 6eru, Cons! Hazan k kiaadwmiry, OsicTpo!

OT Moero BHe3arHoro KpruKa OHa B3IPOTHYJIA U C UCITYTOM CIPOCHJIA:

—4Yro... 4To ciayymioch?!

=910 sioBymika! OHM ¢ caMOro Havasa 3HaJli, 4TO Mbl ciieuM 3a Humu! Ckopee! — KpUKkHYJIa
s, CXBaTHB 3a PYKY MMOAPYTY, U TIoOekaia, 4To ObLIO CHJL.

I'naBa IV. JloBymka

Mps1 He ycrienu mpoOexarh U IeCITH METPOB, KaK HEM3BECTHO OTKY/IA MOSIBUJICS BBHICOKHMIA U
IUICYMCTHIH TTapeHb C TOPAIIMMHU azaMu. Mbl CBEPHYJIH B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, HO JOPOTY HaM Tiepero-
ponuia emeé Kakas-To TeHb. PUHY/IMCH B TPETHIO, HO ¥ TaM He JIaJii IporTH. JIOBYIIIKA 3aXJIOMHY/IaCh.

—Yro0... 4TO... Tenephp AeaaTh? — 3auKasich, mporopopusia CoHsl.

—Camoe 11aBHOE — He HyKHO 0osiThesl. Be€ Oyner xopomo! § He nam Tebst B 06uay! — mooOe-
maa .

— U g He nam Teds B oOuy!

Mz=1 00e He 3HaIM, 4To Oejarh. OcTaBaioch TOIBKO K IaTh. bexars He ObUIO CMBICIIA, UX OBUIO
OoJbliie, HO BCE-TaKM KOE-UTO sl MOMbITANACh CAeiaTh. BCIOMHMB TO HEMHOTOE, UTO 3HaJIa U3 (pHjib-
MOB TIPO BaMITUPOB, s HAlylaJla Ha Iiee KPEeCTHK, KOTOPBIA ObLT OCBSINEH B IIEPKBH, CHSJIA €T0 U
otnana CoHe. I 3HasIa, 4TO OHA MX HE HOCKJIA M TIOTOMY TMOCUMTAJIA, YTO OHA ObLIA YA3BUMEH MEHSI.
CoHs mocMoTpesia U CIPOCHIIA:

— 3a4yeM ThI 3TO JeJIaeib?

— 41 Xxouy, 4TOOBI THI HaJ/IENIA €ro, MOKATYHUCTA.

— A Kak ke Th?

—3a MeHsl He BOJIHYHCS, Y MEHSI €CTh OCBSIIIEHHAS IETIOYKA. .. — C STUMH CJIOBAMH 51 [TOMOIJIA
€ro HaJeTh.

EcrecTBeHHO, HUKAKOH APYroy LIEMOYKH Y MeHsI He ObLJI0, KpOMe TOM, YTO cefiuac HaxoquiIach
Ha 11ree y moapyru. BosHoBaThest 3a He€ s1, KOHEUHO Xe, He TiepecTasia, HO crapasiach Jepkarh ceOsi B
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pykax. Mol orsiHyamch. Co BCeX CTOPOH CTOsIM BaMnpbl. OHM OKPYKUJIM HAC TUIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM.
Ha ux nunax Oblia Kakasi-To He3[0poBasi pagocThb, I71a3a ropenan. Ho Ajekca cpeiy HUX He ObLIO.

— Cmotpu, — niporentana CoHsl, EPHYB 3a PyKaB.

Korga s BcmoTpenach BriyOb Jieca, TO yBHUAENA Kak K HaM MpUOIMKaIach deJoBeuecKas
¢urypa. I1o 6611 OH. Ero rnoxoska Oblj1a HETOPOIUIMBOM M TAKOH K€ BJIACTHOM, KaK B TIEPBBIN JIEHb
Hamied Bcrpeur. OH ObLT MOXOXK Ha OOJIBIIIOro KOTa, KOTOPBIM BUJIEN ABYX MBIIIEK W 3HAJ, YTO OHU
yXke HUKyAa OT Hero He yoeryr. 9TUM OH JEMOHCTPUPOBAJI CBOIO BJIACTh M CHITY. AJIEKC MEJIEHHO
TIOJIONIEN, U 51 yBUJIENA €r0 YXKACHYI0 YXMBUIKY. COHsI Kpemmye cxkaja MO0 PyKY:

— Bc€ Oyner xoporio.

OH 1IpOCTO CTOSUT ¥ U3yYall HAC, OT Yero HaM CTajio He 1o cede. UToObl XOTh KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTh
ce0s1 ¥ TIOIPYTY, sl BRIKPUKHYJIA:

— MBI cpasy goragajiick, 4To Thl HE YesloBeK !

— 41 3Ha10, YTO BBl MEHS y3HaIM. Tak ¥ mpeanosaraioch, — OTBETUI OH.

— 3aueM ThI yow Jleiny? — cripocuia CoHsl.

-4 e€ He youBas. S momapun eif GeCKOHEUHYIO, TOHYIO PaOCTH U HE3EMHOTO YOBOJIbCTBUS
’KU3HB, — IPOrOBOPHIT OH, MEJJIEHHO 00XO/s1 HAC BOKPYT.

— Ortnycrr Hac! — momeITamach s 300Pa3UTh TPO3HBIH TOJIOC.

OH nporycTrs 370 MUMO YILEH.

-4 Bcerna cneaun 3a Bamu! {1 3Ha10 0 Bac, — C TUMU CJIOBaMU OH OCKAJIWJICS, U Mbl YBUIETU
ero KJblki. OHM BBHINJISIEM BECbMA YIPOXKAOIIUMHU U, O€3YCIOBHO, HACTOSIITMMU !

— Tw1 HUUero o Hac He 3Haenb! — KpukHysa CoHsl.

OH nopomén K Heu:

— Her, mos noporast Banbpuka, moBepb, 0 Te0e s 3Haio KyJa Oosibliie, 4eM Thl cama o cede!

41 yBuzena, kak CoHs UCITyTaiach M MOMBITAIACh OTTOJIKHYTh AJIeKca, HO OH JIaXe He TOoIar-
HyJicsi. [TpocTo mepeBEn cBoi yXacHbIH B3I HA MEHS U 3aCMESICS.

—O uém T1b roBOpulib? MeHst 30ByT CoHsl, a He Banbpuka... — HEyBEpeHHO MpPOM3HECIA
noyipyra.

OH NI TOJBKO EXUIHO YIBIOHYIICS:

—Heyxenu Tbl HUYEro He MOMHUIIL? MOXeT ObITh, TeéOe HAIIOMHUT BOT 3TO, — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU
OH OTTONKHYJI MeHs1 oT Conu. §I omerena, yqapuBIIMCh 00 IepeBo.

—Poma! — KpuKkHyna oHa U X0Tela moxoexkaTh, HO OH CXBATUII €€, PUKaJ K ceOe U MoLesIoBaJl.
4l BUOena, yTo OHa MOHAYAJTy CONPOTHUBIISIACH, HO CHJI XBaTHJIO HeHanomro. [onemnyit mpoposskancs,
cioBHO COHSI 9TOro XOTesa cama. A s lake He MOIJIa BCTaTh ¥ TIOMOYb €H.

— Cons! Conporusnsiicst! YV TeOs ke ecTh KPeCTUK ! — MpOoXpHIieNna si, MHITasCh MOTHATHCS.

[Nonpyra aBuransack MeIeHHO, CJIOBHO TIOJ] TUITHO30M, HO BCE K€ s YBUJENA, KaK OHA HavaJia
BBIPBIBATHCS M3 €70 OOBSITUI.

— Hocranb kpectuk, Cons! JJoctan!

«— Oli, HY KoHeuHo. ModxcHo nodymams, oH eli nomosxcem. 4Ymo 3a 6peo!

— Onee, He 6YOb cmonb cypos. OHu dice HuUezo mozoa o Hac He 3Hau!

— Xopowto, He Oydy cmonv Kpumuunvim. Yumaii oanvite, mozo 2Asi0UMb eué U ¢ YECHOKOM 3d
Hamu Oezame HauHym!»

Ona cyHy/na pyKy mof myOy W JOCTalla KPecTHK, HO AJIeKC CXBaTWUiI e€ 3a PyKy W, BHIPBAaB
KpecT, IMBLIPHYJ B MeHsl. Korja oH HakOHeI-TO OTOPBAJICS OT He€, B Ila3aX MOAPYTH CTOSUTH CIIE3bI.
E€ pyku tpscimuck. OHa cTosiia M1 cMOTpeJsia, TO Ha MeHsI, TO Ha Hero. 3ato AJiekc, Cy/is 10 YIIbIOKe,
YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 PEBOCXOIHO.

— CoHs1, 4TO OH ¢ TOOOM czienan? — ¢ STUMU CJIOBaMHU 51 C TPYAOM, HAKOHEI-TO, BCTaJIA.
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—Hwuuero. TIpocto Koe-4To HanoOMHWI e¥, He TipaBaa Jiu, CoHsI? — OH MOCMOTpeNT Ha OeJHYIO
JEBYIIKY, KOTOpasi I0 CUX TIOP He MOIJIa IPUATH B ceOsl.

S MenIeHHO TIofIoNIUIA K Hel 1, 0OXBaTUB, cTasla TPACTU e€. HUKTO MeHs He OCTaHOBUIL.

—Comns, urto ¢ Toooi? CoHeuka, MIIasi, Hy CKaXH XOTh YTO-HUOY/b, — YMOJISIOIIUM TOJIOCOM
TpeboBaa .

CoHsl mOCMOTpesia HeeCTECTBEHHO CIIOKOMHO, CJIOBHO HUYETO He MPOU30IIIO, U IIPOU3HECIA:

— Bcé xoporo. A Tel kKak? CujibHO ymmonach?

3a criuHOM pa3aalicss MyKCKOU rojoc:

— Jlekc! INopa 3akaHuMBaTh. Y HAC Ky4a TOJIOHBIX HOBOOPAHIICB.

— He nepesxuBaii, [eiimyp, ceituac Mbl Bce MOJKPENUMCS, — PIBKHYJ AJIEKC ¥ IOCMOTpeJT Ha
MeHs.

— He cwmeii Hac Tporats! — Bapyr BeIKpuKHYsIa CoHsl.

-4 u He cobupancs Tporarh TeOs. Takoi 3aMedaTeTbHBIN Tpodel, KakK Thl, HAJI0 OCTaBUTh. A
BOT i MbI U TIEPEKyCHM, — C STUMH CJIOBAaMU OH CXBaTWJI MeHs, U Mprokall K cebe. OKa3aBIIUCh K
HEMY CITMHOM, 5 TOYyBCTBOBAJIA HA IIlee TbIXaHMe.

CoHs cxBaTWIIa €ro 32 PyKy M 3aKpHyaa:

— OtmycTu e€ HeMeIeHHO, a He TO Xyxke OyneT!

OH 3acmesiicsl ¥ U3AEBATENIbCKH CIIPOCHIT:

— A 49TO THI MOXeIIb MHE c/IeNiaTh? — AJIEKC 00OEpHYJICS K CBOUM TIOIPYYHBIM:

— VYBeaure €€.

JIBoe BaMITUPOB CXBAaTWJIM Oe/THYIO U HarmyranHyo COHIO ITOJ] pyKU ¥ B OTHO MTHOBEHHE CKPbI-
JIUCh B TEMHOTE !

— Consi--1-s1! Coneuka-a-a-a! Ornycrure e€, cBojioun!

Sl TOoNBbKO U yCTIbIIaa, Kak u3/1aieKa 10 MeHs J0JeTesl ee KPUK:

— Po-ma-a-a-a!

AJlekc BBIMYCTHIT MeHs. §l OTCKOYMIIa TIofaIbIlie W 3aMepiia, MPUTrOTOBUBIIIMCH 3alUIIATHCS.
BuyTpu Mens Oypnuia KpOBb.

OH nocMoTpe Ha Toro, Kto 3Bajcs deiimyp:

— bepu HOBMYKOB U yxonute! Haiiaure 1151 HUX NUIIA.

— A Kak xe BbI?! — 00ecrokoeHo cripocut Jlermyp.

— 4 Bac Haiiy. BOT TOJbKO pacrpaBilioch ¢ OXOTHULIEW. Y MEHs K Hell CTapblil JOIKOK.

Bamnupel rcuesnu, 1 B JIeCy OCTaJIMCh TOJIBKO MBI BIBOEM. I mocuuTasa, 4ro 310 XOpomas
BO3MOXHOCTb yApaTh WM XOTS ObI TIOMBITAThCS 3TO CAEIaTh, HO AJIeKC OBICTPBIM JBHXCHUEM OKa-
3aJicsl y MEHs 3a CIIMHOM, U B CIIEYIONIYI0 MUHYTY PYKA MOY ObLIHM 3JIOMJICHBI, & €ro KUCTh JieTya
MHE Ha ropJIo.

—Yro 181 cienan ¢ CoHell? — mpolmrena s, KJIOKoYa OT HaXJIBIHYBIIIEH OTKYy/a-TO U3 TIIyOWH
TO/ICO3HAHU I HEHABUCTBIO.

—Jlymaii He o Helt. Y TeOs mpobiemMa rmodosbiie. OHa, IO CPaBHEHUIO C TOOOM, B O€30MacHOCTH.

-4 GonpInie cefiuac gymaro o Held, yem o cede! Tebe Toro He moHATH. HememieHHO OTITyCTH
MeHs1! — KpUKHYJIA 51 ¥ TOMBITAJIaCh BRIPBATHCS, HO OH TOJIBKO CHJIbHEe TIPUXKas K ceoe.

— Heyxenmu Thl cunTaenis MeHst 0e3/1yITHbIM ? — CIPOCHJT OH C KaKOW-TO MPUTBOPHON JOOPOTO.

—Ma! Tonbko Ge3mylHas CKOTUHA MOIJIa YOUTbh HEBMHHBIX AeTei! — MporoBopmiia si CKBO3b
3yOBI.

— 51 He TONIPKO HEBUHHBIX JIeTel yOMBAIO, HO eMIE M YUHUTEJIel, KOTOpbIE JIE3yT He B CBOE jiesio! —
CyZ TI0 TOJIOCY, OH YJIBIOAJICS] BO BECh POT.

1 He TIOHsIJTa, YTO CO MHOM CTAJIO IPOUCXOIUTh, JIUIIIH CIIBIIIANA, KAK B BUCKaX OeIleHo CTyJaia
My/IbCUPYIONIas BeHKa. Mou KyJIakv HEMPOU3BOJIBHO CTAIA C)KUMAThCS, MEHSI IIPOCTO TePEroHsIa
3JI0CTh, SI KPUKHYJIA U30 BCEX CHJI:
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—be3nymHas ckoruna! Yowmiima! [la kak Thl MOr YOUTH 3Ty KCHIMHY, Belb Y HE€ OCTaIoCh
aBoe jieTen!

Ho oH TONBKO yCMEXHYJICS U C HETTOAIEIbHBIM YAUBICHUEM CIIPOCHIL:

—Kak BblI, moau, npeackasyeMsl, qaxke npotuBHo! VTak, 3HAUMT, Thl CUUTACI> MEHS Oe3/IyII-
HbIM?

— Ja! — mpokpuuana s.

OH BApyYr IIBBIPHYJ MEHS B CHEr M HaBHMC Haj0 MHOH. Ero ymmuo msmenusocb. OHO crano
CTpAIIIHBIM, 3JIbIM, I71a3a TMPHOOPET MYTHO CHHUM IIBET C CEPeOPUCTHIM OTTEHKOM, KJIBIKH CTaju
oonbiie. Boxke, Kak MHE CTaJIO CTPAIITHO.

Sl BcnomMHMIIa, KaKMM BHJIEIa €ro BIIEPBbIE M CPABHIIIA C TEM, KAKUM OH CTOsUT TIepejo MHOM
ceiiyac. BbIo cTparHo, HO MpY 3TOM s MoiMasa ceOsl Ha TOM, YTO TaKUM OH HpaBWUJICS MHE emié
oonpire. S crama OTroHATH OT ceOsl 3TH MBICIH, KaK MOXHO Jasnbiie. OH mprsKaa MeHs K 3eMIie ¢
TAKOW CUJION, YTO $ eJie MOIJIa B3JOXHYTb. MOE JIMII0 ObLJIO HACTOJIBKO OJM3KO K HEMY, UTO S UyB-
CTBOBAJIa, KaK €ro B3MJIsA]] CBEPJIUI HACKBO3b.

— Tol cunTaens MeHs1 Oe3MyIIHBIM YOUUIeN? A Thl, THl caMa He cuMTaellb youiien ceds? —
MIPOTOBOPUJI OH C HEHABHCTHIO.

— O yéM THI ToBOpUIIL? §I HUKOTIA U HUKOTO He yOuBaa.

—Jla, BO3MOXHO, He B 9TOM ®u3Hu! XBatuT urpars! {4 3Haio, uto Te 37ech! [lokaxuch, nHaue s
yObIO 3Ty I€BYOHKY | — BHIKPHUKHYJI OH HETIOHSITHO KOMY U ITHYJ MeHsI 1iof] peOpa. f omierena Ha mapy
METPOB, 3apbIBIIUCh B CHET 110 CaMble «yIIM». BAPyr mMoYyBCTBOBasIA, KAK BHYTPH, CJIOBHO YTO-TO
WM KTO-TO TIPOCHYJICs. Bc€, uTo mpoucxoauso gaspiie, ObUI0 4eM-TO HEBEpOSTHBIM. MHOM CIIOBHO
YIIPaBJIsUI ¥ TOBOPWJI KTO-TO Apyrou, Ho He f! § muimb Obuia 3puTenem. Berana u, oTpsXHYBIIKCH,
MIPOTOBOPHJIA:

— Tol HUCKONBKO He u3MeHmics, Jlekc! Heyxemnu Bc€ emni€ xouerb OTOMCTUTD?

— JloBKO mpuaymaia co cBoer cmepthio! [lake He COM3BONMIIA U3MEHUTh MMEHH, KaK 3TO Ha
TeOs1 MOXOke! — MPOroBOPHMII OH, OCKAJIMBIINC.

4 uyBcTBOBaNa, Kak OHA ymbiOanace.

— Yro *k, Tenepb 3HaCIIb I7Ie MEHsI HAWTH, YTO COOMPACIIbCs AeNaTh?

-4 aBuCS cloa, 9TOOB OTOMCTHUTh YOUUIIE MOe ceMbH! — C STUMU CJIOBAMH OH PE3KO TTPHIT-
HYJI BBEpX M IPU3EMIIMIICS] HA BETKY, KOTOpast Oblila HaJjo MHOU. — $ xouy yHruTOXUTH TeOs1! Ho He
AyMaid, 9To yObto ObIcTpo. Thl Oyaernis MyIuThCsl, KaKk MYYHJIUCh T€, KOTO YOUBaa Thl! — ¢ TAKOU ke
HEHABHCTBIO TIPOIOJIKIIT OH.

—4 ocBoOOAMIA UX OT BEYHOM JKM3HU, KOTOpasi y HUX Obuta. OHU CNE3HO YMOJSUTH, YTOOBI 5T
yOuia uX, a Thl K€ 3Haelllb, sI He YMel0 OTKa3bIBaTh B MPOChOax! — 3TU cIoBa OBUIM MPOU3HECEHBI
MHOIO HACTOJIbKO CIIOKOMHO, YTO MHE CTaJIO Jierye, M Ha Kakoe-TO BpeMsi CTpax ucyes.

—4 npuny, Korza Thl MEHbIIIE BCEro MeHs KIEHIb. M Thl yBUIMIIb, C KAKOH pajoCThiO TBOS
HBIHEIHs1s1 PomanHa Oyaer mpoBoauTh cO MHOM BpeMsi! DTo OyAeT MOsi MeCTh, HO TOJIBKO JIMIIIb 32
Banbpuky! — nmporosopui oH.

— Ho 310 *e riyno! Banbpuka npuHaiiexana He tede, a Opary! Mnm 3a6bu1?

OH ycMexHyIICsl 1 TPOTOBOPHIT:

— Heyxenu TbI cuuTaerb, 4to s BMOOIEH B HeE?

— A xak xe nonenyiu?

—Ilonenyii. .. moueNMyi. .. 3TO BCEro JIMIb HarloMuHaHue oT Opata! Thl IpekpacHO 3Haellb, 5
HUKOI/Ia ¥ HUKOTO He JIIOOWJI U He COOMPAIOCh TOTO Jienath! — cka3as oH. $1 yBuzena, Kak ero riasa
OJlecHyJIU B TEMHOTE.

— A mouemy xe Torga OpaT JMYHO HE Mepeaa 3TOT CTONb KaPKUM MOoLeyi, a?

—A 310 y)e He TBoE neno! Mm xouenb BCTpeTuThesi ¢ HUM? 1 Mory opraHu3oBaTh 1Jisl TeOst
He3a0bIBaeMOe paHeBy, YBEpeH, OH OyJeT pajl! — ¢ STUMH CIIOBAaMH OH €XHUIHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

Sl mpucena v, OTTONKHYBIIKCH OT BETKH, MPHITHY/Ia HA BETKY BHIIIIE U C YJIBIOKOM MPOroBOpUIIA:
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—Ecnmu MHe Oynet HyXeH TBou Opar, s Haiay ero cama! Thl Bellb 3Haelllb, 000Kal0 YCTpauBaTh
clopripusbi!

Jlekc Toxe MPBITHYJT HA BETKY HAITPOTHRB:

—Tsl Bcerga Obia CIAMIIIKOM CAMOCTOSITENIbHASI, HO TOBEPb, MHE 3TO B JaJbHEWIIIEM He ToMe-
mraet! Thl ObUIa ysSI3BUMA, a ceifyac craya eme ysa3BUMeid, He OOMIILCS? — TPOrOBOPUIT OH.

— 417 Botock?! D10 He MHe Ha/I0 0OAThCS, a TeOe! A ysI3BUMOI s ObuIa!

— Uro THI XOYeIh 3TUM CKa3aTh? Beap ceifyac Tl BCETo JIMIIb IyX, yCTOEe MECTO, TeOs B TIPUH-
mure HeT! A JeBYOHKa OeccusIbHA Tepeo MHOW: OHa, K CYACTBIO, YEJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOTrO TaKHe ke
MOPOYHBIE U [VIYIIbIE KEJIaHUs, KaK M Y OCTaIbHbIX Jtofer! CTOMT MHE TOJIbKO IIOCMOTPETH B €€ CTO-
POHY, KaK OHa TYT ke Ha4HET TasATh. 51 yke 3Hat Bce e€ mbiciu! Bee! M oTkpoio Tebe cekper, oHa
HUKOrJa He Oy/IeT MOHAIIIKOM, — ero yJbIOKa cTaja Impe.

—JTIo6m10, Korga MeHs HeooreHuBaoT, JIekc! Eciu ThI emé He MoHAII, OHAa JOCTATOYHO CUIIBHA,
yIpsiMa, MpaBia HEMHOTO Jiep3Kasi, HO 9To Aaxe xopomio! f He 3ps e€ BbIOpasa, a eclii XOPOIIEHbKO
MOPa3MBICIINTh, €€ XapaKTep, MOM HABBIKU M OTIBIT, HA KaXETCs JIU TeOe, YTO MOMYIUTCS UICATbHBIN
yowiira?

[Mapy cexyHn crosia TUIIMHA, 3aTeM JIeKkc cripocuit:

— Yo THI X0uemnb? Yero qoomBaenines?

—OObIuHBIN clieHapuid, JIeKc, 1 — OXOTHUK, BBl — MOsI JKepPTBa, 1 TIOKA Bac BCEX HE YHUUTOXKY,
HE YCIIOKOIOCh! — $I IPOM3HECIA 3TH CJI0BA C KAaKOU-TO HETTOHSTHOW JJ1s1 MEHS 3JI0CThIO.

—Xa-xa! Tsl uto coBcem ¢ yma conuia?! Tel oqHa, OHA, @ HAC YK€ HE OfIHA ThICSIYa, HE CUMTast
TeX, KTO yKe KUBET He ouH Bek! Thl Jaxe He ycreellb el paccka3aTh BCE 0 Hac! — paccMesiicsl OH.

—A s HU4ero He Oyny el pacckasbiBaTh. OHa U Tak BCE 3HAET, U MOBEPb, OHA TeOsI eIlE yIUBHT!

— A gto Gynemns enathb ¢ 3toi Coneit? Benb oHu mogpyxkku!

— Jlo He€ MHe u fienia HeT! A TO, UTO OHM MOJPYTH, ITO HEHAI0JITO!

— Heyxenu paszmyuuips ux? — CIpOCHII OH C HEMOIEIbHBIM MHTEPECOM.

— Koneuno! Dta Cons Oyner Tonbko Memarh eil! — ot e€ cJIoB MHe CTaJio He To ceoe.

«Jla k10 oHa BooOIIEe Takas? Kak cMeeT roBOpuTh 3a MEHsI TO, UTO e€ BOoOIIe He KacaeTcsi!»

— Heyxenmu Thl He TIOHsIJIa, YTO OHU OUYeHb OMM3KUe moapyru. U... oHu modAT apyr Apyra, a
3TO HE MEHEee BaXHO!

Omna ycmexHyJ1ach M cKa3aja:

— OHM He MOTYT JIIOOUTB APYT JpYyra, Beb Mbl Bparu ¢ Baabpukoii wiv Tel He TOMHUIIB? !

—Tor HaBepHO He paccibimiana MeHs? OHu, a He Thl U Banbpuika, mobar apyr apyra! Dta
JeBOYKA HEe 3HaeT, KeM OblIa B mponuton xu3Hu! U HeiHemHsAss PoMaHHa He 3HaeT, 4To T M Basib-
pyiKa ObUTH 3aKJIATBIMU Bparamu! Tak 4To... — HO OH HE yCIieJl JIOTOBOPHTb.

— Ho oHa 31010 He 3HaeT, U s c/IeNalo Tak, YTO OHU OYIYT MPOCTO HEHABHUIETH JPYT Apyra!

— Cyposas sHcenuguna! — ycmexnyncs opam.
Aliga ¢ ykopom nocmompena Ha He2o, Mom 6UHOB8AMO YALIOHYACS U 3AMOAMAN.

— MHe KaeTcsi, WM Thl XOUelllb MPEJIOKUTh YTO-TO KOHKpeTHoe? — cripocuit JIekc.

— A TbI KaK Bcera nponuiaresie! S xouy mpemioxuThb tede cenky. Yto ckaxels?

— Kakyio?

OHa HaKJIOHIJIACh U, OTIEPEBIIIKCH O CTBOJ JIepeBa, cKazaJa:

— Bcé no 6ananpHOCTH TIpocTo! Th 3a0mpaeiiib K cede 3Ty OeOKYpYo MOIPYKKY, KOTOPYIO
BeJIyaeli» Baibpuko, U fenaelib ¢ Hel BCE UTO 3aX0Uelllb, a sl 00€elIal, YTo He TPOoHY TeOsl, Korua
npuay youBaTh BCE TBOE IpsIHHOE TiieMs !

— XM, 3T0 1 ecTh TBOE npeyioxenre? Huuero OpemoBei emié He CIbIIA, — C YCMEIIKON cKa3al
OH.

— Yro ThI XOUEeIIbh ITUM CKa3aTh? — C YAMBJICHUEM CITPOCHIIA OHA.
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—Hamma npuHIiecca yxe ¢ Hamu, a K TBOEMY IPaHAMO3HOMY M CHOTCIIIMOATEeIhbHOMY BO3Bpallie-
HUIO MBI JIaBHO TOTOBBL. DTO TeOe MpUAETCS yOpaThes, MOKa s He MIPUKOHYMIT TeOs U BCEX TBOUX
nocJieoBaresied, — 3710 MporoBopu Jlekc.

— 3HaYUT OTKa3bIBACIILCS ?

— Jla 1 ato maHc yiTu no-xopoiiemy!

— 41 He cmamcs, He yiily ¥ Bac He MOIaXy HUKOTo! — MPOroBOpHJIa OHA C IPOCTHIO.

— He Gowuriibcst HacTpamBath €€ MPOTHB MOAPYTH?!

— Her! BorHy He HYXHBI Jpy3bsl, ”HAYEC OH CTAHOBUTCS YSA3BUMbBIM! — KPUKHYJIA OHA.

— MHe kaxeTcs, Thl CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO Ha ceOst Oepéb. He 3a0bi1a, UTO OHa YesioBeK, a y JIoaei
€CTb UyBCTBa!

— Xa! Anekcanap, Tebe i1 TOBOpHUTH O UyBcTBax? He cMemm meHst!

— Jlaxe s 3HaI0, KaKue 4yBCTBa €CTb y Jojel, xots S, He yenoBek! Thl HE mogymasia, 4To
OyJienb JienaTh, KOrjaa oHa BIIOOUTCS ?

— Huuero, nepexuBér! Y moToMm. .. s caenaio Bc€, 9ToObl 3TOr0 He MpOU30IILIo!

— Bcriomum ce6s! Heyxenn He moMHuUIs BUKOHTa? — CIIpOCKII OH C KAKUM-TO HEMOHSITHBIM
COYYBCTBUEM.

SI mouyBCcTBOBasa, Kak y MEHs Ha AyIlle CTalo He Mo cede. 370CTh U TOCKa OTHOBPEMEHHO
OBJIa/IEJ I MHOIO.

—[a, 5 modwia ero u 1o cux mop moomo! 1o moryousno mensi! Y BoooOIe, 310 He TBOE j1eio!
Thl HUKOTJA ¥ HUKOTO He JTIOOWJT ¥ Thl HE 3HACIITh, YTO 3HAUUT JIIOOUTH! — C STUMHU CJIOBAMU $I TIOUYB-
CTBOBAJIA, KaK TIO IIeKaM MOTEKJIU CJIE3BI.

—41 3Ha10, YTO TMOOOBB — ITO YAZBUMOCTS 1sI Bcex ! [I09TOMY MOKJISAJICS, UTO HU OJJHO CYITIECTBO
HE OBJIajIeeT MOMM CEp/ILIEM M He 3aCTaBUT JTIOOUTH!

— Huxkorna He KJIgHUCh B TOM, 4ero He 3Haenns! 3anomuu, Jlekc! JTio0oBb He Oeraer 3a TeM, KTO
kaxaer e€. OHa UAET K TOMY, KTO OOJIbIIIEe BCEro € CTOPOHUTCS, KOMY OOJIbIIIe BCEro OHa HyXHa!
OpHaxapl OHAa W TeOs1 HACTUTHET, KOTJIa Thl MEHbIIe BCero Oy/elb KAaTh, MOBEPh! — MpOroBopmia
OXOTHMIIA C KAKUM-TO OTUYASTHUEM.

-4 ne Hacromnpko ryn! To, uyTo cayyroch ¢ BUKOHTOM — 3TO TIOJIHOCTHIO Ballla BUHA! — Ipo-
TOBOPUJI OH CO 3JIOCTBIO.

—TbI HUUero He 3Haes! Thl He UMeelIb paBa BUHUTH ero! HUKTo Torma He 3Has, 4To MOIJIO
MPOM30MTH, U HUKTO HE OBbUT OT 3TOro 3acTpaxoBaH! OH He BUHOBAT! DTO BCEro JMIIb... CIyYai-
HOCTb. .. — IIPOTOBOPHJIA OHA C COXAJIEHUEM U ¢ OOUJION.

— Cnyyaitnocts?! Tel 3acTaBuiia ero BIOOUTHCS B TeOsl, a OH, IIYIBIA Aypak, nomaaincs! Tel
youna ero! U ato Osuto He ciyvaitHo! Thl mipaBa, oH He ObUT BUHOBAT B TOM, 4TO MOMIOOMT TeOsi!
BunoBata Tonbko 1! Eciii ObI TH TOTA yIUIa ¥ HE BO3BpAIaiach, HUYEro Obl He IPOM30ILUI0! —
MIPOKPUYATT OH.

— 210 He TBOE Aeno! YOupaiicss M TOTOBbCSA K CMEpTH! — ¢ 3TUMHM CJIOBAMU OHA CIPBITHYJIA C
BETKHU Ha CHeT.

—3aMeThb, 9TO HaYaJl He 1, a Ha CYET peAyNpekICHUs CrlacuO0, — C STUMHU CIIOBAMU OH TOXKE
CIIPBHITHYJI HA CHET U COOpaJiCs YUTH, KaK. ..

— Kcraru, 4yTh 6110 He 3a0bUT Miepeaath mpuBeT oT OpraHa! — 3aTeM OH YIIEN B TEMHOTY.

A crosima u cMOTpesia eMy BCIIEH, @ BHYTPHU BCE KUIIEJIO OT 3JI0CTH.

— ¢ npuay K BaM U miepeiam ero JIMYHO! — MPOroBOprJIa OHAa C HEHABUCTHIO CKBO3b 3yObI.

I'naBa V. Bpems u npaBaa

— Poma! Pomanna BcTaBaii, a TO Ormo3gaern !
S MeiJIeHHO OTKpBUIA TJ1a3a U ¢ HeIOHUMAaHKUEM CTaJla OTJISIbIBATHCS 110 CTOPOHAM.
— 4 noma?!
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Mawma ¢ yauBiIeHHeM OCMOTpeia Ha MEHs:

—Koneuno, noma, rje xe emié?! 3aBTpak Ha CTOJIEe U MOTOPOMKCH, a TO OMO3/1aelllb Ha IK3aMeH !

S cockoumia ¢ KpoBaru:

— Ok3amen?! Kakoii sxk3amen?!

— To1 uTo He Bbicnanach? f TeGe BUepa MO-pycCKH cKazana: «Poma JIOKKCh CriaTh paHbIlle U He
3acrKuMBaics qonosaHal» Moy ObIcTpo yMbIBaiicsi! — 4yTh CEpAMTO MPOrOBOPUIA OHA.

— 41 He noHMMar0, Kakoi 3k3ameH?!!

—Pomanna, xBatut 1rytuth! CerogHs 9K3aMeH 1Mo aCTPOHOMHH ! — ¢ STHMU CJIOBAMH OHA YIIUIA
Ha KyXHIO.

Sl BcTana u MeJUIeHHO BCE C TeM ke HeMOHUMAaHHEM OTIPaBUJIACh B BAHHYIO KOMHATy. MHUMO
MpoIEN Opar, s OCTAHOBUJIACh U C YMBJICHUEM CIIPOCHJIA:

— W-u... 1aBHO MBI cJaéM KOMHATY MOJIOJIBIM M CUMIATUYHBIM cTyaeHTam?! O-o.

— 41 Te0s1 He cibllny, MUIasi, TOBOPY TpoMye! — pa3zaics 3 KyXHU MaMHH Tojioc. Y He€ Kak
BCerJa Ha KyXHe 4TO-TO IIMIIENIO, BAPUIIOCh M KaPUJIOCh.

Ecnu Obl BB TOBKO MOIJIM TPECTaBUTh, KaK 5 CKydalo 1o Bcemy 3tomy! Kak MHe He xBaTtaeT
e€ ¥ BCero Toro, 4To OCTaJIOCh TaMm!

Carrka OCTaHOBUJICS M C YMBJIEHUEM CITPOCHI:

-V Tebs, cectpéHka, amHe3usa?! M BooOie, 4yto ¢ jmioM? BeIDIAIuInG Tak, CIOBHO TeOe
TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJIM YTO-TO HEBEPOSTHOE.

—Tax oHO 1 ectb. OKa3bIBAETCS, CETOMHS s C/IAI0 FK3aMEH 10 acTpoHOMUHM. VI3BUHM, HO 3TO U
MpaBia HeBeposATHO. M-u. .. Opar cran KpacaBurMKom! — MPOroBOprIa C HEMOIEIbHBIM YIUBJICHUEM,
HAIlPaBUBINKCH B BAHHYIO KOMHATY.

Carmka ycMexHyJics:

—Hy, BooO111e-To 51 11 ypooM-To cebs1 HUKOraa He cuutail. VI3BUHY, KOHEUHO, eClIi pa3o4yapo-
BaJI... ¥ IOTOM, XOUelllb OKOHUHUTB IIIKOJTY U HE CIATh BBITYCKHBIX 9K3aMEHOB?

—Yt0? BpImycKHON Kj1acc?! — KpUKHYJIA 5, OCTAHOBHBIINCH M TIOCMOTPEB Ha HEro 00e3yMeB-
MU TJI1a3aMHU.

Bpar em€ 6osbliie yIUBHUICS 1 TIPOTOBOPUIL

— Ia, BbITycKHO# KJacc. Thl ke Buepa Bech Beuep yuriia aCTPOHOMUIO, pa3Be He TIOMHUIIIb ?

Sl cynopoxHO Havyasa KMBaTh TOJIOBOM, TOBOPsI TeM cambIM: «HeTr».

Bbita peanbHO omapaiieHa 3Toil HOBOCTHIO.

«[locnennee, 4TO MOMHIO, TaK TO TOT YXKACHBIN pa3roBop c Jlekcom, ... s1 okazaaach JomMa B
cBoelt kpoBatu. IIpomuto noutu 2 roxa. . ., 1 okoHumIa mkoiy?! Ho 4to camoe nHTEpecHOe: HUYero
He nomH0! Yto nporcxoaut?!» Eme pa3 mocMoTtpeB Ha OpaTa, MeJICHHO IOIILIa B BAHHYIO KOMHATY,
BKJIIOYMJIA XOJIONHYIO BOMY M, TMOACTABUB IIEI0 MOJ CTPYIO, CTasla MEUIEHHO TIPOKPYYHMBaTh BCE TO,
YTO HEJABHO MPOU3OILIO CO MHOM. BApyr MeHsl OCEHWMIIO, pe3KO MOAHSB TOJIOBY U MIOCMOTPEB Ha
ce0s1 B 3epKaJio, POroBOpHUIIa:

—Cous! Tonbko OHA BHECET SICHOCTH BO BCE 3TO JIEJI0! — C ITUMHU CJIOBAMH { [M0OEKaIa K Tejle-
¢dony. BeicTpo HaOpana HOMep, cHavYaa TPyOKY HUKTO He Opal, U s yxke coOpaach e€ MOJIOKHTb,
Kak BAPYT pa3aaJicsi rojioc:

—Ausno, — 310 6b11a Mama CoHH.

—3npascryiite, €T TaHs, 3r0 PomManna. CoHIO MOXHO? — MpOM3HECTA 1, YIBIOHYBIIIUCH.
Kpaem yxa ycinplinasia, Kak Ha KyXHe yraja Tapeika: HaBepHO, Y MaMbl BBICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 PYK.

B tpyOke crosina tummHa. Ko MHe mopdeskan Opar, KOTOpbIid ObUT B 3aJie U, BHIXBATUB €€ U3
PYK, C KAKUM-TO HETIOHSITHBIM /17151 MEHsI OECITOKOMCTBOM IPOTOBOPHLIL:

—Térsa Tans, pagu 6ora uzBnHUTe e€! OHa BCE yTpo Kakasa-To He Takas. [Ipoctute Hac emié pa3
3a GecriokoricTBo! Jlo cBUAaHus! — ¢ STUMU CJIOBAaMH OH OBICTPO TIOJIOKMIT €€, YCTABUBIIIMCH HA MEHS.

— Pomanna! Jla uyto ¢ To60# mporcxonut?

— A 4t0 co MHo# nporcxonuT? Y BooOIIie, 4To 3a MaHepa BBIXBATHIBATh U3 PyK Tesnedon?!
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Bpara cioBHO MOQMEHWIH, OH CXBATHJI MEHS 32 PYKY, ¥ IIOBEN Ha KYXHIO, Tjie Oblla Mama. Korma
MBI TyJa 3alllTd, OHA CHJeJIa 32 CTOJIOM C TIOJIOTEHIIEM B PyKaX M C OUeHb IeYaTbHBIMU IIa3aMH,
a OKOJIO CTOJIa BAJISUIUCh OCKOJIKK OT pa3outoit Tapenku. Cyas mo BceMy, OHa TOXe CIIbIIIaia Harll
pasroBop.

—Yro CIIyunioch-10? — CHOBA CIPOCHIIA 51, HO YK€ C KAKMM-TO HETIOHATHBIM O€CITOKOMCTBOM.

— Thl... geficTBUTENIHFHO, HUYETO He TIOMHHMIIb? — CITPOCHJT Opart, ycakuBasi MEeHs Ha CTYJI.

— Bpauu ckazayim, 4To Takoe MOXKET OBbITh... BHE3aITHble TPOBAJIBI B MAMATH, HO Be/lb UX HU
pasy He ObLIO 32 BCE 3TO BpeMsi! — MporoBopmia 00eCIoKOSHO Mama.

Sl Moya ycraBusiach Ha HEE, HO Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT CIIPOCHUIIA:

— O Kakux nmpoBajiax Tbl TOBOPUILIb?

— Heyxenu He mOMHWUIIB, YTO ¢ TOOOM mpom3onuio? — ckazan Caira, cocpeJOTOYeHHO TSI
MHE B IJIa3a.

«Ecmu 51 pacckaxy, 4To ¢ HAMH TTPOM3OIIUIO, TPUMYT 3a CyMacHIeAnyo. JIagHo, CKaxy 4To
HUYEro HE TIOMHIO».

— Her, He nomHIO.

OHuM neperysaHynCh, U Opar cKasza:

—Te0s HaruM Ha K1aaouIne 6e3 CO3HAHMSI OKOJIO IBYX JIET Ha3aJl, KOT/ia Bbl ObLTH Ha TOXOPOHAX
y Balllell OTHOKJIACCHUIIBI, TO-MOeMy e€ 3BaJin Jleiina, MOMHHUIIb ?

Sl cnenana 3aayMurBBIi BUI M OTBETHIIA!

—Jla, nomH10, Mbl o ¢ CoHell Ha OXOPOHBI, Tie MOMUMO JIeIbl XOPOHWIIU €11l HECKOJIb-
KUX peOsAT U Hallly YIUTEITbHUILY.

—Hy, BOT BuauIIb, TH YK€ MOYTH BCE BCOMHUIA! BOT TOBKO KOrjia BCe YIILTH, BbI OCTATUCH !
Uro mpou3omnuio TaMm ¢ BaMu, HUKTO He 3HaeT! TeOs Hanum Ha clienylomee yTpo, TH Jexana 0e3
CO3HAHMS HeTOIaJIEKy OT MOTHIIBI Balllel OMHOKJIACCHUIIBL. MBI Bee Torma

nepenyraiuch. Kakum-t1o yynom 1ol He 3amép3nal S Toraa cxonuia B LIEPKOBb U MOCTABHIIA
CBEUKY TBOEMY aHTeJTy-XpaHUTEITI0, — TPOrOBOPUJIA Mama.

— 41 Gbina 6e3 co3HaHus. .. — MpoOyOHMIIA cede 1Mo HOC, HO TIOTOM BCroMHMIIA TTpo CoHIo.

— A kak xe Cons? OHa Toxe OblIa Oe3 CO3HAHUS?

OHM MOCMOTpeN IpyT Ha JAPyTa, U OpaT CKaza:

— A CoHio He Ham!

—To ecTh Kak He HAIUIU? — C STUMHU CJIOBAMHM S KaK OIMapeHHast Bckouma co cryia. Cepaie
OelleHo KOJOTUIOCh. UTO 3HAUMT He Haium?!

—MBb1 ObUTM OYeHb YVBIICHBI, KOTJa YBUICTHU TOJBKO TeOst. CoHM HUr/Ie He Obl10. MBI BIOb U
noTepéK 00OILTM KJIAIOUIIIE. .. — He JIOTOBOpHIIa MaMa, Kak e€ mepeOut Opar:

—MB&I ¢ Apy3bsiMH BCE BOKPYT OOBbICKaH. B razerax, Ha TeleBUICHUH, 10 Pago JAaBAIU 00b-
SBJIEHWSI, HO HUKTO TaK W HE ITO3BOHMII!

—Mummiuuy 6510 MHOTO, HO OHH TOXe HIYero He Haum. Mckamu gaxe ¢ codakamu. Kaxmpii
CAaHTUMETp, KaXK/IbI KYyCT U HIYEro, MOJIroja U Hu4yero. beHas geBouka Kak CKBO3b 3eMITIO IPOBa-
JIAJIAcCh, — C TPYCThIO IPOTOBOPHIIA MaMa.

S1 MemieHHO cefla Ha CTYJI U CTajia MPOKPYYUBATh B TOJIOBE BCE COOBITHSI TOM HOYM U BJIPYT
BCIIOMHUJIA.

«JIekc, rps;3Has ckOTHMHA. DTO TOYHO JIEJIO €ro PyK, He 3ps OH Ha3bBaJI €€ KaKMM-TO CTPaH-
HeIM UMeHeM. OH 3a0pai e€ k ceOe! JIuimb Obl OHa OblTa xuBa. Tak, JagHO, HAJIO OBICTPO ONETHCS
1 c1ath acTpoHomuio. Eciii 51 BYepa yumiia, To cerogHsi cMory pacckaszarb. CTpaHHO KOHEUHO...
MPONYCTHUJIA JIBA TOJIa ’KU3HU U HUYETO He TIOMHIO», — C STUMHU MBICJISIMU I BCTaJIa CO CTyJIa, MOJTYa
HaJlesia KYPTKY U coOpasiach ke BBIXOAUTH, KaK YCIIbIIIAa MAMUH TOJIOC:

— Poma, a ThI 3aBTpakaTh pa3Be He Oy/ielnb?

—Her, — 51 y’&e oTKpbIBaja qBeph, KaK MEeHsI OCTAHOBHWJI OpaT, ero JIMIO ObUIO He MEHee YIWB-
JIEHHBIM, Y€M MaMUHO:
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— ThI 4TO BOT Tak MOUIENIL?

— Ia, a yto?

—To1 BooOIIE B 3epkasio Ha cebss cMotpena? Kerartu, Moxker ObITh 1S TeOs1 9TO ceiyac Oyaer
HOBOCTBIO, HO Ha YJIUIIE JIETO. .. TPAAYCOB IUTIOC 25-27 TOYHO YXe €CTb.

— A 4ro Takoe?! — 51 HUKAaK He MOTIJIa IOHATh K YeMy BCE 9TU BOIPOCHI.

—IIpocTo gomarnHue TarnoyKy ¢ 3MMHEN KypTKOM TIOX0 COYETAIOTCS! — CO CMEXOM CKa3ast Opart.

S ornsnena ceds1, 9TO M MpaBja BHIVIsAEN0 3a0aBHbIM. CaMoii Take cTajo cMentHo. BricTpo
MIePEOIeBIINCh, W B3sIB KaKME-TO TETPAJKH, s BHICKOUM/IA B MOABE3/, HO HE yCIesa 3alTH B JUQT,
Kak Opar OKJIMKHYJI:

— Pomaruka!

HenoBoibHO MOBEPHYBIINCH B €T0 CTOPOHY, 51 CIIPOCHJIA:

— Hy, uto emg?

—/la HUYero ocoOEHHOro, MPOCTO XOTEJ MPEATIOKUTH TOIBE3TH JI0 MKOJbI! BRICTPO U ¢ KOM-
dopTom, cuuTaro 3To JTyulle, YeM MEenIKoM UTh !

— Ha yém? Ha aBToOyce uto u? — ¢ MpOHUEN Crpocua si.

bpar nocmorpesn Ha MeHs:

— Jla HeT, HA MaIlInHe.

Sl ¢ ynuBieHreM nocMoTpelia Ha Hero:

-V 1e06s ecth MarmmHa?!

— Hy na, «gecsarka»!

- kak naBHO OHa y TeOs1? — BCE C TeM ke HEeMOAIeIbHBIM YAUBJICHUEM IMOMHTEPECOBAIACH S1.

Bpar nosan rnie4amu u ckaza:

— Jla HaBepHO OKOJIO MOJTyTOpa JieT 1a, MaM? Mama KMBHYJIa roJIOBOW M JOOABHIIA:

— Iocne sxk3ameHa He 3aepkuBaiiTech, OyaeM 00eaaTh.

—Xopormo. Hy, Tl uénib wim efenisb? — Ciipocut Opar, eme pa3 BOMPOCUTETLHO TTOCMOTPEB.

«Heyxenu 51 moxuia 10 TOro BpeMeHH, Korja Mo Opat Moyqr1 BOAUTEIbCKUE MpaBa Uy
HEro eCTb CBOE aBTO, a INIABHOE — OH YMEET €3[UTh ?»

— Ioeny, — 1 MBI HAKOHEII-TO BBIIILIH.

XoTs 1mKosa ObUIa U HETAJIEKO OT HaIIIero I0Ma, s BCE PaBHO pelniia BOCIOIb30BAThCS TAKUM
3aMaH4YMBbIM MPEIJIOKEHUEM, KaK TIPOeXaThcsl Ha MalHe. 1 yxe He cTajia crpalimBarh, OTKyJa OHa
y HEro, a pOCTO CeJia B YKMCTYIO U OJIECTAIIYIO «IECSTKY» U 33 JyMaJIaCh O TOM, YTO MOTJIO TIPOU30MTH.
4l 3ameTmiIa, HACKOJIBKO B MallIMHE ObLJIO YMCTO, YIOTHO U C/EJIAHO IO BBICHIEMY KJIAcCy.

«Korga xe Bc€ 310 Morio npouzoitu?! 3yech ABHO 4TO-TO He Tak! Hy He Moria s mpocnartb
JIBA Toa KU3HM M HUYEro He MOMHUTHL! TO ke mpocto HepeaibHO! He-pe-ab-HO!» — BUAMMO s
HACTOJIBKO YIIUIA B CBOM MBICIIM, YTO HE YCIIBIIIIAIa, KaK MEHsI HECKOJIBKO pa3 OKJIMKHYJI Opar:

—Powma... a1, Poma!

41 MeqUIeHHO TiepeBea Ha Hero B3IJIsi/, B KOTOPOM CTOSLT HEMOU BOIIPOC:

«Yr1o Tebe OT MeHsI HyXKHO?»

— Poma, npuexanu, — ¢ yibIOKO# MTPOU3HEC OH.

S ornsanynack. [IeWCTBUTENBHO, MBI OCTAaHOBWJIMCh HA HIKOJBHOW MapkoBke. Ha Kpbuiblie
IIKOJIBI CTOSUTA MaJIbYMINKK M KypWIH, BUAMMO OHHM el He CAaBaJM K3aMeH, a BO3MOXKHO U
Hao6opoT. Korga Opar Bbllien U3 MalllMHbl, K HEMY MOAOSKaTN JEBYOHKH U CTaIM O YEM-TO pac-
CIIpaIIMBaTh, 4 OH C YJIBIOKOH OTBEYaAs Ha BOITPOCHL.

«Cynst o BceMy, OpaTHIlKa MOJIb3YeTCsl MOMYJISIPHOCTHIO CPeI TOPACTAIONIETO TTOKOIEHHUS.
MoskeT ObITh OH Kakasi-TO 3B€3/a, a sl 3TOr0 M He 3HA?!» — C 3TOM MBIC/IBIO BBIIILIA U3 MAIIAHBI 1
HAIlpaBUJIaCh B CTOPOHY IIKOJIBHOTO KPBUIBLIA, KAK MEHS OKJIMKHYJT KAKOW-TO MapeHsb. $1 orysHyaach
Y OT yAMBJIEHUsI OTKpbLIa poT. D10 0611 Cepéra! Boicokuid, 3aropeBIvid, MICYMUCTHIN 1 TIPOCTO 00aJI-
JEHHBII Ha BHELTHOCTh MoJIof101 YesnioBek! [locie mocnenHen Haiell BCTpeuu OH HACTOJIBKO BBIPOC
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¥ BO3MYXaJl, 4TO Y MEHsI CJIOKUJIOCH BIIeUaTJIEHUE, YTO MPOIIUIO HE JiBa rofa, a JieT aecath. OH men
1 yneioasncs. Korga oH mofomién, moreaoBai B TyOsbl:

— Ipuser, cnajakas, Kak TBou jAesna?

—... XOpolIo. .., a THI KaK... TOTOB? — CIIPOCHJIA I B PACTEPSIHHOCTH.

— $1 rOTOB M yBepeH, uTo Thl TOKe! — OH MPOIOIKAT YIbIOAThCSI.

— MHe OBl CTONBKO YBEPEHHOCTH... — MPOTOBOPHUJIA sI, IO CHX TOp NpeObiBasi B COCTOSIHUU
3aBUCIIET0 KOMIIA.

OH nocMoTpesn Ha MeHs ¥ CIIPOCHUT:

— Powma, uto ¢ To60#1?

— Huyero, Bc€ B nopsijike, a 4to?

Ceftvac OH yke CMOTpes ¢ KaKUM-TO OECTIOKOWCTBOM:

—ToI BRITJISAAMING yCTABINIEH, He BhICTIaBINelcs. ONATh BCIO HOUb TOTOBUJIACH UJIH. .. — C STUMU
CJIOBAaMU OH 3aMOJTYaIl U, TIONPABHB MOIO MPsiIb BOJIOC, KOTOpas OojrTasack cama no cede, mpojon-
KW, — WM Tl OMSITH BCIO HOYB JlymMajia O Heit?

Ecnu yecTHO, OT BCEro MpoMCXoAsiero s Obuia MPOCTO B IMIOKE. XOTs CJOBO IIOK 3TO emé
cnabo ckazaHo. [ToueMy-To B 3TOT MOMEHT MHE MOKa3aloch, YTO Mex1y MHOU u Cepéxell 4To-To
€CTh, TO €CTb ObUIO, HY Bbl IOHUMAETE, O YEM Sl

—Poma, Pomanna! Jla uto ¢ T0o601?! — BCE ¢ TeM ke OECOKOMCTBOM MBITAJICS PACTOPMOIIHTH
Cepéxa.

— Yt0? — cpocuia si, HOMHOT'O TTOBBICHB TOJIOC, HO TYT € CMSITYMB €r0, JOrOBOPHJIA:

—Co MHOI1 BCE XOpOIIIO. .. — 51 YIBIOHYIAaCh, TIO KpaiiHel Mepe, caenaina nonuitky. K Ham nomo-
mén 6pat U, MOCMOTPEB HA PACTEPSTHHOE JIUIO MOJIOZIOTO YesIOBEKa, JOOABIIT:

— Yro, TOKE 3aMETHUJI, UTO OHA Y HAC CErofiHsi 0coOOeHHast?

Cepéxa mpoTsiHyJ PyKY U, O3I0POBABIIKCH, C YCMEIIKOH CIIPOCHIT:

— Cnyiuaii, oHa BCE yTpO Takasi UM 3TO 51 Ha HeE Tak AEUCTBYIO?

—OmHa ceropHs BcE yTpo Takast. Mbl caMu YIUBJICHBI C MAMOM, TaK YTO He oOpaliail BHUMaHUs,
Cepéra, MOXeT Thl €€ BEUEepPKOM B TIOPSIJIOK MPHUBEEITh, a7 — C STUMHU CJIOBAMH OHU 002 3aCMesLTUCh,
Y TOJIBKO s CTOSIA KAK TOPMO3 M HE MOIJIA TIOHSITh, YTO BOOOIIE 3/1eCh POUCXOAUT?

—4 mocrapatock. . ., Hy UAEIIL? — C STUMU CJIOBAMU OH TIOCMOTpEJT Ha MeHsI. $1, BHIJABUB YJIBIOKY,
MIPOM3HECA:

—To1 upn, a s 17eds1 noroHio. S1... s 3a0bl1a B MaIllluHE TETPAJIKY.

— Ho oHa xe y Tebs B pyKax, — cKazaJ, yIbIOHYBIIUCH 3200 TJIMBbINA OparT.

— Ha Her, apyryio TeTpaaky. Thl Uiy, a TO eIe Orno3/aeib U3-3a MEeHsI, — C 3TUMHU CIIOBAMHU
s TIOILIA K MAIllHE.

A cnprmana, kak Cepéxa u Cariia onmpoInaiich U pa3onuick. CeB B MalllMHY U MPUKaB yueo-
HUKY K TPYy/H, IPOM3HECIIA BCITyX:

— Tak... 9to ewE s mporycTuia 3a 3T a8a roga?!

B mammmny cen 6par 1, moCMOTpeB Ha MEHsI, CIIPOCHIL:

— Twl uTO?

— A 4T0? — BONpPOCAaM Ha BOIIPOC OTBETUJIA 5.

-4 1e6s He y3Haio, Poma, TO Tl B BOCTOpre OT HEro, TO B TBOMX IUIa3ax s BUXKY XOJO[ 1 Oe3-
paznuuue. Ecim He Xovelib ¢ HUM OoJTblile BCTpevyaThes, He MyJail napHsi, CKaXxu emy 00 3TOM.

«51 cama-To ceOs He y3Hal, Ky/a yx Teoe, Opaterr!»

S mpocTo He Mory mepeaaTh CJIOBaMU, B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM TOTIa HAXOAMJIACh.

—YTO THI XOUEIIb ITUM CKa3aTh? — C MOAO3PEHUEM CIPOCHIIA 51, XOTS MPEKPacHO MOHUMAJA,
0 Y€M IIUIa peyb.

— Tbl TOMHHUIIIB, YTO OH TBOH MOJIOJON YeJIOBEK ?

— OH Mot KT10. .. mpoctute? Mononou yesoBek?! — uyTh JId He Kprya, epecpocuia si.

— Jla, — mporoBopuII Opar ¢ yIUBJICHUEM.
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—W-n... naBHO? — CHOBA CIIpOCHJIA 51 yKe 0oJiee CIIOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— I[onropa rona.

— Ckonbko?! — BBIKpUKHYJIA f1.

— IonTopa rona, — NOBTOPUJI OH.

—3HauuT, MOJITOPA TOIA. .. U-U ThI-bI...HY, TAM MEXy HAMHU YK€ 4TO-TO ObUIO? — 51 yCTaBUJIACh
Ha Opata, a OH — O0JIIEBIIMMH TJIa3aMU Ha MEHS.

— ThI ceituac cripaimBaenb y MeHsl, 3aHMMAJIUCh JIA BbI C HUIM CEKCOM?

— Hy na, — onHa 13 aByx Moux OpoBeil HEBOJIBHO MOHSIACh, KAK U s B OKUJAHUH OTBETA.

— Bot 4ectHO, HUKOT/Ia HE MOT MOHSATH, KOTJa Thl TOBOPHIIIb CEPhE3HO, a KOTa HIyTUIb. Y
TeOs1 BCerzia OIHO U TO K€ BhIPaKEHHUE JINILIA.

— M-pa... najHO, HaBEpHOE yke Hadajcs dK3aMeH. B olriem, moiiay, Noka eme 4ro-Huoyab
HOBOTO O ce0e He y3Hajia, — 9TH CJIoBa s MPOTrOBOPHJIA, CJIOBHO OblIa B MPOCTPAIMH, C KaKOW-TO
OTAAJIEHHOCTHIO.

— Tebs xnatp?

$1 moBepHyJ1ach, TOCMOTPEB Ha HETO, THXO IMPOrOBOPHIIA:

— Ma. XoTs HeT, 51 HaBepHOE MPOWUAYCh MEIIKOM,... B 00IIEM He 3Hal0, CMOTPHU caM, Kak Tebe
OyzeT yaooHo. ..

— JlagHo, HY MyXa, HU Tiepa, cecTpudka! — OH YJIBIOHYCS.

— K uépry! Ionuio BcE k 4€pry! — KpUKHYJIA 5.

3aiis B HIKOJNY U OIJISIHYBILKChH, YBUJIEJIA CTOJIBKO BCEIO 3HAKOMOI'O M HE M3MEHUBILIETOCs 3a
9T0 BpeMsi. MHe Ka3asioch, UTo s OblIa 371eCh BUepa, a He [iBa rofa Has3al.

«Tak... s cal0 acTpOHOMHIO, a HA KaKOM 3Taxe KaOuHeT? XOTs eclM y4uiach, TO JAOJDKHA
MOMHUTD, TJI€ TO..... [loBepuM cBOell MHTYUIUH!» — s MOAHSIACH HA YETBEPTHIA 9TaX U KaK HU
CTpPaHHO JIOIILIA 10 KaOWHEeTa, Iie CTOSIM pedsiTa U3 IPyrux KJIacCoB.

Ha wmoii Bonpoc:

— A re 371ech KaOMHET aCTPOHOMUM ?

Kakoii-To MajibuuK ¢ yIUBJIEHHBIMY I71a3aMU IIPOU3HEC:

— PomanHa, b1 yero? Tel ke CTOMIIb IPSIMO MEpe]] HUM.

Oxkazanock, 4To STOT MAJTbUYMK YUUTHCS CO MHOM B OTHOM KJlacce M 30BYT ero Mitbsi. MHe ObL10
HEMHOT'O CTHIJJHO, HO, 3aCMESIBIIIUCh, 5 CKa3aJa:

—3710 51 TeOs1 MpoBepsiyia, BAPYT Tl OT CTpaxa M BOJHEHMs 3a0bLT B KAKOM KaOWHeTe CHaElib
aCTPOHOMHUIO.

S wyBcTBOBaNa ceds nomHoun uanotko. [omomeéen Cepéra u, OOHSAB MEeHsI, CIIPOCHIT:

— Hy, namuna rerpaaky?

— Kakyio Terpanky?

OH OTOABUHYJICA U C HE MEHEE YIUBJIEHHBIM JIMIIOM CIPOCHJT:

— Ckaxu, 4to Thl certyac Tak urytvius! He npasna n?

OnsTh yNBIOHYBIIMCH TAKOW K€ WAUOTCKOU YJIBIOKOM, Ha KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO U ObUIa CIOCOOHA B
TMOCJIE/IHEE BpeMsl, IPOroBOpUIIA:

— A1, 3a0bU1a, HO OHA HE UMeeT OOJIBIIIOro 3HAYEHUS.

S yxe Gosmach cka3zaTh YTO-HUOYAb He TO. Cepéxa TONBKO YIBLIOHYJICS.

— A TBL... — He ycIiesia ClIpOCHUTh, KaKOM OH CAAET 9K3aMeH, Kak K Ham nopoien Cesa:

— IIpuser, ronyoku! Hy, Cepéra, unéms crnaBath UCTOpUIO?

— Ha. Ceituac. au, s Tonpko HacTpolo PoMaHHY Ha HyKHYIO 4acTOTY M NPULY, — MOCJIE STUX
cnoB CeBa eXuIHO YJIBIOHYJICS Y, TOAMUTHYB MHE, YIIEN.

—Tak 4TO THI XOTeNa Y MEHSI CITPOCHTH? — C YABIOKOM Ha JIUIEe CIIPOCHIT MOM HOBOMCIICUSHHBI
MOJIOJION YE€JIOBEK.

— 4 mpocro xotena noxenars Tede ygauu! — morenaoBaia ero B meky. JA yBuaena, uto oH ObuI
MIPUATHO YAMBIIEH.
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—Bor Teneps s y3Hat0 cBowo mooumyo Pomouky. Criaci6o u Tebe ynauu! — ¢ STUMHU CIIOBaMU
OH YJIBIOHYJICSI 04apOBATENIbHON YJIBIOKOM, U TIOIIEIOBaB B OTBET, YAATMJICS.

51 cnenasia GONBITION BIOX W, BBIIOXHYB, mogymaiia: «Hy ciaBa 6ory, ¢ oHOM CBOEH PUSITHON
HEOKUIAHHOCTBIO 51 CIIPaBUJIACh, OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO c1aTh 9k3ameH! Xa! Jla nerko!»

K cBoeMy OONbIIIOMY YAMBIEHHIO aCTPOHOMHIO s CAajia U BIIPABAY JIETKO M €UI€ MUHYT
JecsiTh, BBICIYIIMBAJIA KOMIUIMMEHTHI OT TpernoJaBaTesieil 0 TOM, Kakas s 3aMmevaresibHas y4eHuIa
¥ HACKOJIbKO XOPOIIO pa3dupaioch B 3BE3[aX U BO BCeW acTpoHOMHMUecKon cucteme. Korna Beimia
u3 kabuueTa, Cepéxa yxe xnan. Ha ero nuiie Oputa yasiOKa U Mpy BUIE MEHS OHA CTajia elié Immpe.
OH non6exal, B35 HA PyKH U CTaJl KPYXUTb. {7151 MeHs 3TO ObUIO KaK MMHUMYM CTPaHHO, 3aTO BCEe
BOKPYT CMESUTUCh.

— A TBI He MOT Obl MEHsI BEPHYTh B BEPTHUKAIBHOE TMOJIOKEHUE, & TO HUKAK HE MOTY HAlTH
OOIIMIA SI3BIK CO CBOMM BECTHOYJISIPHBIM arapaTtoM, He XOUeTCsl IPOCTO OMpavaTh HACTPOEHHUE OKPY-
Karomux !

OH nocraBuJ1 MEHSI Ha MOJI M CKa3aJl:

— 4l cnan ucTopuio Ha MsTh, a Thi?

— 41 pana 3a Tebs M g coana Ha MATEPKY! — 3TO MPO3BYYaI0 HEMHOTO W3/IEBATENIbCKH, HO OH
9TOTO JJaKe HEe 3aMETHIL.

—Pomka! Mel okoHuMM 1KOTy. Be€, Mbl Oosbiie He OyaeM 3aech yunthbes. Jloau, 11-1eTHee
padcTBO 3aKOHUYMIIOCH! — ¢ BocToproM Kpriai Cepéxka.

Ecnu yecTHO, TO TaKMM sI €ro HUKOI/IAa He BHJEJIa U UCKPEeHHe OblIa 32 HEero paja.

—He 3a0bIBaif, 4TO Y HaC eIlE BHITYCKHOU OylIeT! — MPOroBopuIa s, MHITAsICh BIUTHCS B HOBYIO
KU3Hb.

OH nprxan MeHs K cebe 1 3araIoUHbIM TOJI0COM TIPOTOBOPHI:

—A THI yXe BbIOpana Jist ceOsl TiaThe ¢ TIyOOKUM JIEKONbTE U ClIerka MPUKPHIBAIOIIEE TBOIO
YyJIHYIO MOTKY?!

«0, rocroau, Korja ke TOT JIeHb TO yXKe 3aKOHUUTCS !»

— Her..., HO s mpuMy BO BHMMaHUe TOXeIaHUs, IOPOTro, HY UTO, UIEM JIOMOW? — C STUMHU
CJIOBAaMH 51 OTOJIBUHYJIACh OT HETO.

— Ioitném! — oH B35171 32 PYKY, U MbI CTAJIM CITYCKaTbCsl BHU3.

Hecmotpst Ha Bce 3T ynbIOKH, Ha Jy1ie ObIO OUYeHb HECTIOKOWHO, M MHE 9TO HE HPaBUJIOCh.
CnumikoMm yx BC€ ObLIO XOPOIIIO U IMOYeMY-TO Ka3aoch, uTo CoHst OblIa )KMBa, HO KaK 3TO JOKa3aTh
HE 3HaJa, a MOKa Jefiaja BUJI, 4TO 5 camasl CYacTIMBasi Ha cBeTe. DTO ObUIO JAJIsl MEHs TPYJHO, S
HUKOI/Ia HE MOIJIa IPUTBOPSITHCS, KOTJa Ha JyIe ObUIO XPEHOBO.

«MHe Hy)XHO HaiiTH npaBy. Boripoc kak?» — ¢ 3TOI MBIC/IBIO 5 BBIIIUIA HA YJIUILY.

OKOJ10 IKOJIBI BCE TAKXKe CTOSI/IA CUHSIS IECSITKA,  BOKPYT He€ BCE TaKKe KPYKUJIU JEBYOHKH,
a B LIEHTPE BCEro CTOsLT MOU Opart, SIBHO JOBOJBHBIA BCEM TeM, UTo mpoucxoquio. [Touemy-to Bcé
3TO CO CTOPOHBI HATIOMHUJIO 1Ty0Y, BOKPYT KOTOPOH KPY:KHJIa MOJIb, HE 3HABIIIAsl B KAKOU KYCOK BlIe-
nuthes. S ynpionynace. OH MOBEpHYIICS U, YBUJIEB HAC, CKa3aJl YTO-TO AEBOYKAM M, 3aKPbIB MAIIIUHY,
13 KOTOPOU JOHOCUJIACh MY3bIKa, TOIOMIEN:

—Hy, cyns mo Bammm IOBOJIBHBIM JIMIIAM, BBl 00a clayv MOCienHuid 3k3ameH. HasepHoe,
MO’HO Bac MO3/IPaBUTh C YCTICIIIHBIM OKOHUYAHUEM IIIKOJIbI? !

— Mosxenib Mo3aApaBIATL! — ¢ ynbiOKou ckazan Cepéxa.

—Hy uro, nozapaeisio! Ocranock camoe NpUsTHOE — BpyUeHUe aTTecTara M BBITyCKHOM Oat!
To1 pama, Poma? — cripocut 6par ¥ mocMOTpesT Ha MEHs.

—Koneuyno! OKOHYMTD IIKOJTY ¥ HE IOMHUTH 3TOTO, TaK 3aMevaTelbHO! — C MPOHUEH TPOroBO-
puia s

— O yém 310 THI? — ¢ HEnmoHUMaHueM crpocui Cepéxa.

— A 3TO OHA Tak, MOMHHUIIb, Bpa4 CKa3aJl, YTO MOTYT ObITh MPOBAJILI B MAMSITH? — CIIPOCHIT
opar Cepéxy.
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Cepéxa 3aynpioasncs u cKazam:

—A-a-a, Teniepb MOHsLJI, MOYeMy ThI Tak ce0s Bena. [Touemy cpasy He coobpaszuin? JlagHo, Ternepb
s BCE 3HAI0, U 9TO MHOTOE OOBSICHSIET.

— Hy uro, Bac noase3tu?

— Hy, s He 3Hai0, eciiit TeOe He CIOKHO.

— Powm, Hy 181 yero? Coscem noyumnach? Eciu He 3a0bl1a, TO s TBOM CTapIvil Opat v MOsI CBSI-
Tast 003aHHOCTH — 3TO 3200Ta 0 Tede, U BooOIIe Mama K AET Hac Ha 00ea. Cepéra, mpucoequHsics ! —
cKaszaJ OpaT U cell B MallvHy.

-4 ¢ yaoBosibCTBHEM, HO BOT TOJIBKO UTO CKaKET MOSI CllaJIkasi? — C STUMHM CJIOBAaMU OH BOTIPO-
CUTEJIbHO TIOCMOTpEJT Ha MEHS.

«Crnagkas... M-1a X, CKopee IIpecHas. ..»

— A uro a?! Xouemib, moexanu, Oyny pajaa, — ckazaja s ¢ KaKOW-TO HETMOHSITHOM ISl MEHS
HEKHOCTBIO.

— Hy uro, enete? — cipocust 6par, BBICYHYBIIHCH U3 MAIITFHBI.

—Koneuno! — ¢ sTumu coBamu Cepéixa cen B MalllMHy Ha NiepeJHee CHICHBE, a 51 OC/IeIoBaa
3a HUM, TOJIbKO CeJia Ha 3aJIHee.

I'maBa V. OxoTHHIIa

Cepéxa n Cariia BCIo JOpOry 0 YEM-TO pa3roBapuBalIv U CMESUTUCH, 51 TIPOCTO CUJIENA U Jymaia
O TOM, 4TO e JieNath Jaibiie. [1o qopore 3aexany B Mara3uH, HAKyNWIN TaM BCSIKOM €pyH/Ibl, €Cu
OBITH TOYHEEe, MEeHsI OCTABIJIM B MAIllMHE, KaK CKa3asl OpaT «BMECTO CUTHAIM3aIun», a oH ¢ Cepérou
OTIIPABUJICA 3a ITOKYIIKaMHU. M3 marasmHa OHM BBHIIIIA JOBOJIBHBIE U C IIOJIHBIMU INIaKE€TaMU, Ha MoK
BOIMpPOC: «3a4eM TaK MHOIO Kynuiu 7», Callika OTBETHII:

—Tsl 3Hae1Ib, MOsI €JMHCTBEHHASI CECTPa HE TaK 4acTo CAAET MOC/eTHHE IIKOIbHbIE IK3aMEHBI,
U, B35IB Ha ceOsl cMeJIocTh, Mbl ¢ Cep€roil peimmin ycTpouTs ceroans npasaauk! Ipasna, apyr?!

— Koneuno, pa3se Thl He paga atomy? — cipocui Cepéxa, CKIapIBas MaKeThl B OaraxHUK.

— Koneuno, paga. Pazee HezameTHO?

—Ecnu yecTHO, TO YTO-TO HE OYeHb, cecTpuyka! BOT MoCMOTpH Ha CBOETo MOJIOOTO YeIOBeKa:
110 HEMY 3TO Cpa3y 3aMeTHO, JIaXe OYeHb! — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU BCE HAKOHEI-TO YCEJMCh B MAIIMHY
Y I0eXaJu JIOMOI1.

Maimmna octaHoBmIach okoso nogbesnaa. Cama u Cepéxa B3sJIM CYMKHU U3 OarakHUKA, U Mbl
3anu B oxbe3a. OKOo caMoil JBepH s BAPYT BCIIOMHIMJIA, YTO OCTaBUJIa B MAIlIMHE CBOU TETPaIH
U PYUKY.

— Ca, s B MallMHe OCTaBWJIA TETPAIU U PYUKY, Jaid KITIOYH.

OH yneIOHYyICS:

— B neBom kapmane.

BssiB kumoun, 3amuia B mug. Crbliana, Kak MaMma OTKpbljia ABEPH U YTO-TO PAAOCTHO MPOrOBO-
puJIa, MOoToM ciibimasia rojoca Opara u Cepéru. Ha ynmiie Obu10 0UeHb TEIIo ¥ cBeTuIIo comHile. Koraa
sl IOCMOTpeJia Ha TIPUTIAPKOBAHHYIO «JIECSITKY>», HEBOJIBHO YIBIOHYIach. OHa ObLIA YUCTOM OT KPBIIIN
10 KOJIEC M TaK KPacHuBO OJiecTeNa Ha COJIHIIE, UTO s Obljla HEBOJIbHO ropaa 6parom. Ecim yectHo, TO
OH HHKOT/Ia He JII0OWT yOHpaThCsl B KBAPTUPE, €CJIM KOHEYHO TPHU 3TOM €ro pa3 CTO He MOMPOCUTb,
HO 3TO OBLJIO TIO KpaifHel Mepe 10 TOro MOMEHTa, Korja s IKoObI moTepsijia namsATh. S moponuia K
MaIlllHe ¥ YBUJIeNa, YTO Ha MIepeJHEM CHIEHbE JIEKAJIO TO, 3aueM COOCTBEHHO M CITycKasach. BhIKTo-
YUB CUTHAJIM3ALMIO, CeJla BHYTPb U, 3aKPBIB JBEPILY, CTala Pa3MbIIUIATh BCIYyX. XOPOIIO, YTO OKHA
ObLT TOHUpOBaHHBIe. OTKPBHIB OAPIAUOK, YBUIENA Kydy OyMakeK ¢ KaKUMHU-TO HOMEpaMH, paau
MoOOTIBITCTBA B3slJIa OJHY U YBHeIa HoMep TesiehoHa HeKor Mapro.

—[a, moii OpaT BpeMeHH 3psi He TepsieT! — ¢ STUMH CJIOBAaMU BHITALMIIA €€ OMHY OyMakKy,
HO YK€ C IpyrM Tesle(DOHOM U KEHCKMM UMEHEM.
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— Cyns no BceMy, y TeOs1 371eCh, MUJIBINA Opartell, Leiblid cKJiaj TeeoHHbIX HoMepoB! XoTs
COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OH XOTh OJHOM Ja TIO3BOHMII... — C STHMH CJIOBaMH BbIrpedia u3 Oaprauka Bce
3aIMCKU, UX OKA3aJI0Ch OKOJIO JBaalaTy ITYK. JlocTaB nociaeqHon, KoTopas Jiekala B CaMOM AaJTb-
HEM YTy, yciblliajia Kak 4To-To ynajo. [locMoTpeB Ha 1oj1, yBujesa 3010TO KPECTUK Ha LIETIOYKeE.
[TonHsana.

— Hano xe, Moemy OpaTy enié v CyBEHUPHI JapAT! — YCMEXHYJach 1.

Ho Bapyr BHyTpH 4TO-TO KOJILHYJIO, 1 BHUMATEJIbHEN CTajla pacCMaTpUBATh €ro U uepe3 Kakoe-
TO MTHOBEHHE TIOHsIJIa, YTO TO TOT CaMbIii KPECTUK, KOTOPhI Korma-to Obu1 otaan Cone. Cepare
OeIIeHO 3aKOJIOTUIIOCh TP 9TOM MBICH. §1 ckana ero B pyke, Ha IJ1a3ax MOSIBIJIMCH CIE3BI.

—Tak, ycrokoiics, Hato Bc€ 00ayMarhb, HO [l Havasla CIOKUTh OOpaTHO BECh STOT MYCOP. ..
— C 9TUMHU CJIOBaMHU $ 3anuxana OyMaKKH, CIpsiTajla KPeCTUK B KapMaH U, MOCMOTPEB Ha ceOsl B
3€pKaJio, BBITEPJIA CIIE3BI.

— A kak oH y Hero okazaiicsi? [Touemy He oTaan ero mae? MoxeT, MPOCTO 3a0bUT O HEM? — B
MOe¥ roJIoBe BOSHUKAJIM BCE HOBBIE M HOBBIE BOITPOCHI, HO HA OTHOTO OTBeTa He ObL0. Tereps st Oblta
yBepeHa B OJJHOM: 3/IeCh TOYHO Kakasi-To mozictaBa! Beé cumikom xoporro! Tak He MOTJIo ObITh, He
Moro! {1 em€ pas B3MIsHYy/A B 3€pKajio U B3APOTHY/Ia OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, B OTPAXKEHUM HA MEHS
CMOTpeJIo dyskoe Juio! 1o OblIa IeByIIKa, KOTOPYIO Npekae HUKOTAa He Bujaena. S odepHyaach,
3ajiHee CUJIeHbe OBbUIO COBEPILEHHO MYCThIM, M CHOBA ITOCMOTpENia B 3€pKaJlo, OHa YIbl0aiach.

— He 6oiica mens, PomanHa, s TBOM apyr!

— A... 51 v He 6010CB!

— 51 xouy Tebe momMous!

— CHavaJia OTBETb, KTO ThI?

— 4 xe ckazaina, uto apyr. PazBe 3TOro HeIOCTAaTOUHO?

— Kak Buguiis, HeT! — OTBETHIIA A TaK, CJIOBHO MBI C HEF OBUIM JABHO 3HAKOMEL.

— Xoporo. Mens 30ByT PomaHa, 1 310 G51arogapsi MHe Thl OCTaJ1ach KMBOU TOM HOUBIO, TTOM-
HUIIB?

OT TOrO0, 4TO yCINBIINaa, CJIerka MPUOTKpbUIa POT. S ObUIa OYEHb YIUBIICHA U OlIapallieHa STOM
HOBOCTBIO.

— 3Hauur,... Torja B Jiecy 3To Obuia ThI?! — IpOM3HECa s, BCIIOMUHAS Ty yKacHYI0 HOub. Eé
YJIBIOKA CTasia TOJNBKO IIMpPe, U OHA KMBHYJA.

— 3HauuT, s HE COlUIA C YMa, HO... KaK Thl OKa3aJlaCh BHYTpY MeHs1?!

Ona niepectana yiabi0aThCs:

— 4l Bcero ymmb qyx, kakaynmid Mectr! S1 Becerza Oblia psiioM KakIylo MAHYTY TBOEH KU3HU !
ITO 5 BO BpeMsl poXkJIEHHUS MOJCKa3ala TBOEH MaTepy HbIHELIIHEE TBOE UM !

— Tet Pomana u s1 PomanHa. . ., 0 Kakoil MECTH FOBOPHILIb?

—Bcnomuu Ty TéMHYI0 M ykacHyilo HOub! Bcrmomuu Jlekca, mpenBoauTelNsi STHUX KAJTKUX
cymiecTB — BamnupoB?! Pa3Be He xouenb OTOMCTUTH 3a THUOEJb CBOCH MOAPYTru? — MPOM3HECIa OHa
CO 3JI0CTBIO.

— CoHsl,... HEYXeJH OHA. ..

— KoHeuHo, HUKTO He BBIKHMBAET Mocye yKyca Bamrupa u TBost Const Toxxe! Hy 4uto, Thl ToTOBa
OTOMCTHUTH 3a He€? — CKa3ajla OHa C TOM K€ 3JIOCThIO.

— T'otoBa! U g caenaro Bc€, 4to oT MeHs 3aBUCUT! TOJNBKO ThHI AOMHA MHE IIOMOYb B 3TOM
Pomana!

OHa Kak-TO XMTPO YJIBIOHYJIACh, HO 51 ObLIA pajia, YTO OHA TIOMOXET BO BCEM pazoOparbcs. 51
B3JPOrHYJIa OTTOTO, YTO KTO-TO MOCTYy4Yasl B OKHO, OBEPHYJIACh, YBUjIENa yablbaomerocs Opara. 51
OTKPBUIA IBePh U BHIIILIA.

— To1 yero tak gonro?

S ynpioHynacs:
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—/la, kapanzai uckana, 3aKaTWiICs MOJl CUJEHbE, a TeNepb OH Y MEHS B PYKE... BOT B pYKE...
— C TUMH CJIOBAMHM TIOKa3aja eMy KapaH/alll, KOTOPBIi BTl U3 Oapaayka BMECTe ¢ MaKyJIaTypou.

—Hy, pa3 Tak, To moiiém, a To Bce TeOs yke 3aKIaIUCh, — 3aTeM OH 3aKpPbLT JBEPIy aBTOMO-
OWJIsl ¥ TIOIIEN B CTOPOHY MObe3/a. Sl HaKJIOHMIACh U TIOCMOTpeNia B 3epKajio, Ho PomaHsbl yxe He
ObLITO.

— Yeépr! — uepThIXHYACh BCIIYX, HO OpaT He yCJbIIIall.

Bechk cBoi1 pa3gHUK Mpocuena B COOCTBEHHBIX MBICsIX. IHOrIa yibiOanach, HO TOJIBKO IS
TOT0, YTOOBI HE BBI3BATH HUKOTO MOA03peHHs1. UTO-TO MHE MOJICKa3bIBAJIO, YTO BCE STO JIUIIb UIUTIO3US
peabHOTO MUPA, J1a ¥ pa3roBop ¢ POMaHOI HUKAK HE BBIXOAUJI U3 TOJIOBBHI.

«YTO *Ke ele oHa XOTesa CKa3arh?» — KPYTUJICS B TOJIOBE BOMPOC, HE J1aBasi MOKOSI.

UToObl XOTh KaK-TO OTBJIEULCS OT STHX MBICIIEH, 5 MOILIa B BaHHYI0. BKilounia Boay u, omno-
JIOCHYB JIULIO, TOCMOTPEJIA B 3€PKaJIo, KOTOPOE BUCEJIO MPSIMO HAIPOTUB. B 0TpaskeHuM CHOBA MOSIBU-
JIOCh 3HAKOMOE JIUILIO.

— Ham nomemianu, Tel TOTOBa AOCTYIIATh JO KOHLA?

I BBITEpIIACH MIOJIOTEHLIEM.

—[Ha. TospKo NoJoK 1 OHY MUHYTY. .. — C STUMH CJIOBAaMU 3aKPbUIa JBEPU B BAHHYIO KOMHATY
Ha 3aMOK.

— YTOoOHI B 3TOT pa3 HaM HUKTO He CMOT Tiomemath! $1 ciymain Tedsi, BHUMATeIbHO !

— Tet momonent! 4 3Hana, 4ToO. .. — HE ycresa OHa JIOTOBOPUTH, Kak s e€ nepedua:

—XBaTHT MYCTHIX Pa3rOBOPOB, TOBOPH BCE, UTO 3HACIIH 00 ITHX BAMITMPAX U YTO MHE HYKHO
chesnaTh, 9YTOObl OTOMCTHTH 32 MOAPYTY!

Ona ObL1a yauBJIeHa U 1aXKe He CKPbIBaJia 9TOr0, HO HEHAIOJTO.

—Tbl ropsiua Kak oroHs! ATO XOpoIee KauecTBO JJIsl OXOTHUKA, €CJIM OH YMEET €ro KOHTPO-
JIMPOBATh, HO €CJIA B HEM HET TepHEHUsl U AUCLMILIMHBL, 3TOT OTOHb FACHET WJIM YHUUTOXAET €ro!
Jns1 Havasa Tebe HeoOXOOMMO 3HATh BCE O CBOMX Bparax. Bammupsl oueHb IpeBHUE, CUIIbHBIE U XUT-
pbie co3nanusi! OHU OBICTPO MEPEABUTAIOTCS, BHE3AMHBI U kecToku. Hukoro He maasar. Korga mer
6onmcsi, BbisiesieM (PepOMOHBI CTpaxa BOT OHH MX U MPUTATUBAIOT, HE CUNTasl KPOBb, KOTOpast SIBJIsI-
eTcsl UX €JUHCTBEHHBIM U HEMIOBTOPUMBIM MCTOYHUKOM JJIs1 CYLIECTBOBAaHUs! ¥ HUX OU€Hb CHUIIBHO
Pa3BUTO YyBCTBO OOOHSHMSI U BEJTUKOJIETTHBIH CITyX.

— 3HAYUT, ITO UCATIbHbIE MAIMHBI 1J1s1 YOUICTB. . .

Pomana ynpioHymach:

— He coBcem. V Bcex ectb cBom cradoctu! Y HUX OYeHb TOHKasl M OJieHast Koxa, KoTopast
HE MMEET 3aIlIUTHOIO CJIoSl OT YAbTpaduoieTa, I03TOMY OHU HEHABUAAT COJIHIE, U €CIIU BHITAIUTD
OJIHOTO, OH TYT € BCIIBIXHET, CJIOBHO CIIMYKa, U HA TBOMX IJIa3aX MPEBPATUTCS B MEMe, KOTOPbIi
BETep packuiaeT 1o Bcemy Mupy. Emme nx MoxHO yOUTb, POH3UB CepALIe, MIIM CHECTH MEUOM OallIKy.
Bammnupel MOTYT 04apOBBIBATH CBOUX KEPTB, TAK UTO HYKHO OBITh CHJIBHOW M YMETh IPOTHBOCTOSITH
TaKOMY BO3/IEUCTBUIO.

1 ObL1a MopakeHa TaKMM KOJIMYECTBOM MH(MOPMAIIMH, HO TIOKa3bIBATh STOTO HE CTaJia.

— 41 xouy 3HaTh, OTKyHa Tede 310 n3BecTHO? M OTKyAa MHE 3HaTh, YTO Thl HE IJIOJ MOETO BOOO-
paskeHus1, ¥ 5 He coluia ¢ yma?

OHa onATh yIBIOHYIACh M CKa3aa:

—Tsl MOXeIIb HE BEPUTh TOMY, UTO MPOMCXOAUT Celvac B )KU3HH, HO TO, YTO OBbUIO /IO TOTO,
Kak Thl MIPOCHYJIach — BCE 3T0 mpaBaa! Tebe nmpuaetcsi MHe MOBEPUTH, €CIIM XOUelllb OTOMCTHTH 32
noapyry!

— JlagHo, nomycTuM, 371€Ch Thl MEeHsI yOeausIa, HO sl JO CUX TIOp HUYero o Tede He 3Haio!

— Xopo1110, pacckaxy HEeMHOTO o ceOe. S1 SBJSAI0Ch, — OHa 3aMOJTJaIa, M KAK-TO CTPAHHO YJIBIO-
HYBIINCH, IPOAOJIKUJIA. .. — SIBJISJIACH IOTOMCTBEHHOM OXOTHULIEH! MHOro BEKOB MOU MPEIKHU OXO-
THJIMCh Ha BAMIIMPOB, TIBITASICh U30aBUTh 3TOT MUP OT HUX, HO OHH Pa3MHOKAJIMCh C OOJIBIIION CKOPO-
CTBIO U TOXE HE JKeJIaJii, YTOOBl X YOUBaIH. BCKOpe 1eNbio B )KM3HU CTAJI0 HE TOJIBKO 0XOTa Ha STUX
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CYIIIECTB, HO U camocoxpaHeHue. Hauanock 310 ¢ Toi HOUM, KOrJla OAWH U3 MOUX IMPEAKOB TO JIU 1O
HEOCTOPOXKHOCTH, TO JIA U3 KAJOCTH He YOUJI OTHOTO BaMIIMpa — MaJIeHbKYIO IeBOUKY. Bckope oHU
y3HAJIM, KTO Ha HUX OXOTUTCS, ¥ CTAJI MCTUTh. MecTb Oblia kectokoii! [loiiMaB 3TOro OXOTHHKA,
OHU TIPUBSI3AJIU €T0 K CTONIOY, KYCaJi TI0 OUepe/In, a KOT/Ia OH CTaJl BAMITMPOM, TOUHEE TIOJTyK POBKOW,
ocTaBwId TaM J0 yTpa. C nepBbIMU COJIHEYHBIMU JTyYaMH, OH CTaJl TOPETh. DTO MPOUCXOIUIIO OYEHb
MeJIJICHHO U ObUIO My4YHUTeTbHO 60bHO! OH Tak TPOMKO OpaJl, YTO TO He ¢ YeM ObLJIO CPABHUTH!
OHu OT/IaBIMBAJIM HAC MOOJAMHOYKE U TIPOJIEbIBAIA C HAMU BCE TO, UYTO MbI MPOJIEJIBIBAIIU C HUMHU.

Koraa oHa 3akoHUmMIIa CBOM pacckas, e€ JIMI0 ObUIO TPYCTHBIM.

— Teb6s Toxe nonmanu?

Ona nocMoTpesia Ha MEHs U cKazaa:

—Her! ¢ Obia OHOM U3 JYYIIUX OXOTHUII, M TIOMMAaTh MEHsI OBUIO TIPOCTO HE BO3MOXKHO. .. —
OHAa 3aMOJTUaJIa, CJIOBHO MepekuBajia BCE 9TO CHOBA. .. — HO 4. .. TIPOCTO MOTI0OMIa OHOTO BaMITHPA, a
OH — MeHs1. DTO MOryousIo M MeHs, U. .. ero! JlagHo, He OyeM 00 3TOM, TeTieph Thl CTAHEIIIb OXOTHUTICH
Y IPOJOJIKULIL MOE A€eI0!

— YTO HYXHO /IeiaTh U Kak TeOs Tereph Ha3bIBaTh?

— Moxelb Ha3bIBaTh YUHUTENIEM, [IOTOMY YTO UMEHHO 51 Hayqy TeOsl BCeMy, UTO 3HA0 U YMEIo
cama!

—Kak b1 coOMpaenibcst yuuTb MeHsl, €CIU Thl — IyX...TeOsl BpoAe Kak Obl M HeT? — CIpocuiia
I, YCMEXHYBIIIHCh.

—J1ns1 MmeHst 310 He coctaBuT TpyAa! Thl yke MHOTOE 3Haelllb, TPOCTO TeOe HYKHO BCIIOMHUT !
S Gymy momorathb Be3Jie ¥ BO BCEM, a Thl Oy/IeIlb CIIYIIaTh MEHsI, U BBITIOJIHAThL BCE TO, O UM s Oymy
IIPOCUTB, coryiacHa?

— Ha! Cornacna!

—Tenepsp caymiail o4eHb BHUMATEIBHO U HE TIPOMYCKall HU eUHOTO ciioBa! Bo-nepBbix, Haliry
OXOTy HAUHEM CerofiHs, Koraa Bce OyayT cnath. Bo-BTOpHIX, TeOe HYKHO OIEThCs KaK MOKHO YI00-
Hee, HUKAKUX OTKPBITHIX MeCT ObITh He AomkHO. Camast ynoOHast 0OyBb M caMbie TEMHBIC 1[BETA B
ofexie. B-TpeTbux, HUKOMY HMUYEro He paccKasbiBail O HOYHBIX Mporyikax! Tel MomkHa ObITh HE3a-
BHUCUMOW, CUJIbHOM, YBEPEHHOM BO BCEX CBOMX JICMCTBUSX, HE MIOKA3bIBATh U HE UCTIBITHIBATD CTPaX,
nHaue Te0s KIET cMepTh. BHUMATETbHOCTh, OCTOPOKHOCTD, TUIIIMHA Y BHE3AITHOCTh — BOT TBOM JTyU-
e Jpy3bst Ha BCIO OCTaBIIyocs ku3Hb! W camoe rmaBHOe — TBOE cepilie BCerjga JOIKHO ObITh
XOJIONHBIM M HE TIPECTYIHBIM, KaKyI0 Obl )KaJIOCTh HE BBI3BIBAJIO y TeOsI 9TO 0Tpedbe U YTOOBI He 00e-
I1JI0 32 CBOIO U3Hb! Thl MOHs1IA?

—[a, u caenato Bc€, Kak Tol ckaxeb! W Oyay Tako, kakoit xouems Thl! Ho kKak rianupyeninb
TOMOTaTh, Korja s Oyy Ha ynure?

-4 Bcerga Gymy ¢ T060i, rae Obl TH HA OblTa! CMOXelTh YBUACTh MEHS B JIIOOOM TIpeiMeTe,
MMEIOIIEM XOTh KaKyI0-HUOY/Ib OTPAKAIOILYI0 [IOBEPXHOCTh. PEKOMeH/1y10 HOCHTB C OO0 MaJIeHbKOe
3epKaJiblie, TaK Mbl BCETa CMOKEM ITOTOBOPUTS !

— Kak mbI ux Haiigém?

— 3T0 npeaocTaBb MHe !

— A KTO y HUX IJIaBHBIA?

— A TbI pa3Be eni¢ He MoHsIa? — BOIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OTBETUIIA YUUTEJTb.

4l 3agymanach, 1 BHE3aIHO B MOl ToIoBe BO3HUK 00pa3 Jlekca.

—Heyxenu 310 OH? — ¢ KAKUM-TO HEMIOHSATHBIM JJI51 ce0s1 ykacoM cripocuiia st. OHa YJIBIOHYIacCh:

— Ha. Ito Jlekc! DTOT BHICOKOMEPHBIN IOHEII TOJIBKO M JIyMaeT, Kak Obl «OXMYPHTh» KaKylo-
HUOY/Ib TypPOUYKY U BBICOCATh U3 HEE BCIO KPOBb. A 3TH, KOTOPbIE ObLITM C HUM, caMoe OJTM3KOe OKPY-
xeHue! [TaBHYI0 MeCTh JOJKHA Oy/Iells MPEnoJHeCTH MMEHHO eMy U He B3[yMaii MoIacThCs Ha ero
YXMBUTKH, @ MHaYe BCE, YTO MBI ¢ TOOOU cliesiaeM, Oy/IeT HalipacHOU TpaTol BpeMeHu !

— Yro nmenath cervac?
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—Ceitvac uay v Beu cedsl, Kak HA B YEM He OBIBAJIO, HOUBIO BCTPETUMCS, — C STUMH CJIOBAMU
OHA UCue3sa, a s, BHIKJIIOYUB BOJY, MOIIUIA «BECETUTHCS» JalIbIIIe.

I'naBa VI. HoBbiil apyr

K Beuepy, koraa Bce yJeruch, s Hajena YépHble OOTATMBAIOIIE PKUHCHI, KOPTY Ha MOJIHUM C
KaIoIIIOHOM M CBETJIbIe KPOCCOBKH, TIOKAITYH, €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OBUIO HE B IIBET. B3sB MajieHbKOe
3epKaJiblie ¥ KJII0UM, OECIIyMHO BBIIILIA U3 JoMa. Ha BeskMid citydyail ocTaBuia MaMe 3aIucKy, YTo
paHoO YyTPOM pennia mpoOexarbcsi, Ha TOT CIydaid, €CIM OHA MPOCHETCS paHbIlle, YeM 51 BEPHYCh
nomoi. Beiluia U3 nmogbe3aa, Ha yiuile ObUIO TUXO, HO elé He CIIMIIKOM TeMHO. JlocTtaB u3 kapMaHa
MaJIEHbKOE 3epKaJblie, CTaJla BIVISIBIBATLCS U 3BaTh PoMaHy:

— Vuurens. ..

Knarp ce0st OHa I0JTO He 3acTaBUJIA:

— Hy uro, rorosa?

4 kuBHYyNA.

— Ceitvac ThI JOJKHA Oy/Iellb HAWTH OHY MOIO CTapylo 3HAKOMYIO, KoTopasi OyieT Tede omo-
raTb... — IPOM3HECa OHA KaK-TO 3araJJOqHo.

— Yto 3T0 3a 3HAKOMas, U IIe A JOIKHA €€ UCKATh?

—/ 1 1o moJmio B CTOPOHY Jieca, TaM YBUIUIIB OrOHb. OHa yike TeOst jKAET, MOTOPOMUCH, BPEMs
J0pOro, Be/ib HOUM JIETOM KOPOTKHeE!

S1 Obina ynuBieHa MpockOOid, HO OTIpPABWIACh B CTOPOHY Jieca. MHe ObLIO JTIOOOIMBITHO, YTO
3TO 3a 3HAKOMasi, ¥ BOOOIIIE, He PUCKOBAHHOE JIM 9TO JEJI0 UATH HOYbIO OTHOH M0 OrPOMHOMY IIOJIO,
3Hasl TeTepb, YTO IIEe-TO €CTh BaMIHpbl. CaMbIM ITIaBHBIM TSI MEHsI 9TO ObUIa MeCTh! DT0, MOXKAIYH,
eIMHCTBEHHAsI PUYMHA, 110 KOTOPOM 1 IOJbKHA ObLIa TIPEeoJoNIeTh BCe MPENATCTBUS, BOSHUKAIOIIHE
y MeHs Ha myTH. $1 11a 1 mpuciIymMBaiack B CTPAHHYIO ¥ HETIOHATHYIO TUIIIMHY, OT CTpaxa OrJis-
AbIBAJIaCh TIO0 CTOPOHAM Yepe3 KakIyl0 MUHYTY M MOCTOSIHHO TOBTOPsUIA OJHU M Te K€ CJoBa: «Y
CTpaxa IJia3a BeJIMKH. .., y CTpaxa Ij1a3a BeJIMKH. .., Y CTpaxa ria3za BeJMKH. ..». [IycTh 3TO 3ByYaso
HEMHOT'O CMEIITHO U IJIyIO, HO MeHs, 10 KpaliHel Mepe, XOTh Kak-To ycrokanBasio. Korma noria 10
Jieca, HUKAaKOro OTHsI He YBUJIENA U Iae HaMEKa Ha TO, YTO 3[eCh PSAIOM I/Ie-TO U YTO-TO TOPEJIo.

—MoxeT ObiTh, MHE HY)KHO MPOUTH enié aanbine? — cupocuia ceds U, AaB MOJOKUTEIbHBINA
OTBET, MOIILIa BIITyOb Jieca. Eciu Obl MaMa 3Hauia, 4To B TOT CaMblid MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OHA CITUT, €€ 10Yb
HE JIKUT B CBOEW KPOBATH, a Iapaxaercsi Mo Jiecy, oHa Obl MeHs «yOwia». Bce€ Hare mose Obuto
YCESIHO HEOOJIBIIUMH OCTPOBKAMH Jieca M KaK-TO CTPAaHHO, YTO MHE He MPUINEN B TOJIOBY BOIPOC:
B Kakou uMeHHO Jiec uaru? Illna k camomy Ommxkaiimemy. 51 yke MOYTH AOILIA IO CePeIUHbI, KaK
yBUjIeNIa MAJICHBKUH KOCTED, PSAOM HUKOTO He ObL10. YTO fesaTh Jasbiine He nMesia noHsatus. Crana
BCJIYIIUBATLCS B TUIIMHY, HAJIESACHh YCIIBIIIATH XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib, HATOMUHAIOIIIEE IIIark, HO HUYEro,
KpOMe TpecKa BETOK, FOpsIIIMX B KOCTpe, He ciblaia. CrpsATaBIIMCH 32 COCHY, CTajla CMOTPETh I10
CTOpPOHaM, KOT/Ia YCIIbIIIaa 32 CIIMHOM YeH-TO ToJIOC:

— ThI KOTrO-TO KJEIIH?

He cooOpa3zuB, uto st omHa, MIENOTOM OTBETHJIA:

- Ja.

3areM pe3ko noBepHyJack. K MoeMy yauBiieHHI0, IEpeio MHOM CTOsiIa IOBOJIBHO KpacuBasi U
Morozaas aeBymika. OHa MIJIO yibi0aiach.

—Mens 30ByT Muppa, a Tel — cyas Mo BceMy PomaHHa... — ¢ 9TMMU CIOBaMU OHA OIJIsieNa
MEHsI C HOT IO TOJIOBBI U TIPOTSIHYJIA PYKY, 51 — cBo10. Ha o1y oHa Oblta XOIOAHOW U B MOEH TOJI0Be
MEJIbKOM TPOHECIIach OJJHa BEPCH s, HO s TYT, Xke e€ UCKounia. Muppa Oblia Bblllle MEeHsI, CTPOWHOM
U rpanro3Hoi. E€ ria3za 6putn cBETIO-romyObIMH, Jake OYeHb CBETIIBIMH, YTO MOHAYAITY TIOKA3aJI0Ch
crparHoBaThiM. OHa MpOIIIa MUMO U, KHHYB BETKH B OTOHb, CITPOCHJIA!

— Tel ucniyranacn?
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— Her, — coBpana s, Ha 4TO OHa MOCMOTpEJIa BCE C TOU ke YIBIOKOM.

— ThI ucriyranach, s HOYyBCTBOBAJIA TBOM CTPaX.

B ronose cHOBa mpoHecIach 3Ta ke BEPCHsl, U 51 ONATH €€ OJIaronoay4YHO UCKITI0UMIIA.

— Th1 JaBHO TYT cTOMIIIL? — CITPOCKIIA 51 CTIOKOMHO.

—Kak Tonpko ThI puinia. 1 Bugena, Kak ThI IUJI1a TI0 MOJIO M CTOsIIa OKOJIO Jieca, — OHa yceslach
y KOCTpa.

— Toraa nouemy s Teds1 He BUIeNa U He CbIaia? — sl MOAOLUIA K KOCTPY.

— UYenoBeueckuil 171a3 He CMOCOOCH BHUJIETh HAa TaKMX paccTossHUsX. Jlaxe ecim Obl s OblTa
O1M3KO, ThI BCE PaBHO ObI HE CMOIJIa MEHSI pa3IsiIeTh, TOTOMY YTO CTpax 3aTMUJI BCE TBOM 1yBCTBA.

— To ecTb xouemb cKazaTh, YTO 51 HE YMEIO CIIYIIaTh U CIIBIIATh?

—Her, ciymarh u cblmaTh Thl MOXKEIb, TPOCTO B TJAHHOW CUTYAITUK SMOIIUH HE AAI0T COCPeo-
TOYMTHCS HA JIETANISIX, HY 3TOMY BCEMY MOKHO HayYHUThCs, YeM COOCTBEHHO MBI 1 Oy/IeM 3aHUMAaThCS.

— A TBI pa3Be He OOMIIIbCS 31E€Ch CUIIETh ONHA? — 5 OIJIS/IeNIach 10 CTOPOHAM.

—Her, a BOT ThI, KaXeTcs1, 10 CUX TIOP MeHsI OOUIIIbCSI, — OHA TIOCMOTPEJIa UCTIOAJIOObSI.

— [ToTtomy 4TO 51 10 CHX MO HE 3HAI0, KTO THI.

— Ho 4 yxe npeacraBuiiach.

—3roro HegocTtatouHo! f Mory ObITh MHUJION U JIIOOE3HOM, a Ha Jiejie OKa3aTbesl Memy3ou [op-
rOHOI!

Muppa 3acMesiiach, riiafs Ha MeHsl, 3aTeM BcTasia:

— Pomana Obla mpaBa, Korzma pacckaseiBana o Tede. OHa Bcerja Morja BIOMpPaTh HYKHBIX
moneii! Ho Tel 5xe MoHMMaelb, s MOTy CKpbIBaTh CBOU UCTUHHbIE HAMEPEHUS OUeHb JIONT0, TIO3TOMY
MHOT/Ia HYXKHO OBITh TPUANPUYMBOM JJO MEIOYEH.

— Tak 3Ha4UT, THI U €CTh Ta, YTO KAET MEHs B Jiecy?

— Heysenu Thl TOJIBKO UTO 3TO MOHsA?!

— 41 He OblTa yBepeHHa B CBOMX Aoragkax. Korga Mbl yke HAauHEM OXOTUTHCS? — CIIPOCHIIA ST
B TIPE/IBKYIIIEHUH YETO-TO BEJIMKOTO.

—/I71s Havana HayYuCh XOAUTHh KaK MOXHO THIIIE, CIIBIIIATh KaK MOXHO JAJIbIe, U MepecTaHb
60ThCS, a TO 51 TeOs yuysiia 3a KWIOMETP! — C STUMHM CJIOBAMH OHA CHOBA HETPOMKO 3aCMESIIACh.

— Iloposxu, 4TO 3HAYMUT, YUysia 32 KUIOMETp?

— A — Bamnup!

— Yt0?! — omapamieHo npousHecsa .

XOTs y MEeHsI JaBHO Yyke ObLIH TOIO3PEHHUsI 110 ITOMY TIOBOJLY.

— Ho kax ThI TOrga Moxenib ObITh 3HAKOMOW yUUTEJIsl, OHA e OXOTUTCS Ha Bac?

—Yt0 Tebs1 ynuBisier 6ombine? Yto s Bamnup nim uto Pomana co MHO# o01maercsi? — ¢ yabIOKon
cnpocuia Muppa.

—Ecnu yecTHO, U TO, U pyroe! OObsICHH, pa3Be Takoe MOXKET ObITh?! Pa3Be Thl MOXEIb IONTH
MpOTUB cebe MOTOOHBIX ?

—Hy, Hauném c Toro, 4To 51 He poAUJIACh BAMIIMPOM, a CTajla UM Yepe3 YKyc! 3HauuT, 5 «Ioiy-
KPOBKa», & «TIOJIyKPOBOK» OHM HE OYEHb-TO U KAJTYIOT, CUATAs] HAC HU3IIMMH CYIIECTBAMH, HO HE
rocJie Jioaen! — nocaenHn Gpazy oHa Mpou3Hecsa ¢ KaKOM-TO HEMOHSITHOM TOPAOCTHIO.

— Heyxenn oHM HACTONBKO HEHABUAAT HAC? — CIPOCHJIA S C YIMBIICHUEM, XOTS MPEKPAcHO
3HaJsIa OTBET.

OHa ycMexHyJIach:

—HenaBunsr?! Het, OHM cUMTAIOT Bac BCETO JIMIIb CJTA00OBOIBHBIMU M OeCXpeOeTHBIMU CO3/a-
HUSIMH, TOTOBBIMU Ha CaMble HU3KHUE TOCTYNKU PaJi MaTepUAIbHBIX Onar, a HEHaBUASAT OHHM OXOT-
HUKOB!

— H-0-0... monyuaercsi, Tl pHCKyelllb, IIOMOTasi MHE... — 51 COCPEIOTOYEHHO TOCMOTpesIa Ha
JEBYIIIKY.
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— Puck, KoHeUHO, eCTb, HO KOT/Ia peub UJET O MECTH, OH YXOAUT Ha BTOPOM IJIaH, U Tl ke He
oOparraenib Ha 370 BHUMaHus1! 11 mOToM BaMIiip BaMITMpa He TPOHET, €CJIM TOT, KOHEYHO, He YOBET
cebe nompooHoro! Jla u yx OOMBHO CHUJIBHO XOUeTCsl TIOOOIIAThCS C UX MOBEIUTEIeM? — cKa3asia OHa
C eXMIHOM YJBIOKOM, I71a3a e€ OIecHyJIH.

— C Jlexcom?!

Ona ¢ yauBieHreM IOCMOTpesia Ha MEHs M CIIPOCHJIA:

— A Tbl OTKy/Z1a 3Haellb O HEM?

— Ckaxewm, Thl He €IUHCTBEHHAsI, KTO XOYeT C HUM MooOmarkcs! — s OblIa paja, 4rto XOTh B
9TOM CMOIJIa YIUBUTH €€.

— 3HauuT, ¥ Te0s C HUM CBSA3BIBACT MeCTh? — cripocuiia Muppa cepbEé3HbIM TOHOM.

— Eme kakast mectb! Pa3Be Pomana Hruero He ropopuJia 1o 3ToMmy noBofy? — yIuBUIACH 5.

—Her. Pomana, kak npaBuio, He MOCBSIIAET HUKOTO B CBOM IIJIaHBl, OHA TOJIBKO paclpeaesser
POJM ¥ JaéT KOHKPETHBIE 3a/1aHM S, BCE OCTATIbHOE JiesiaeT cama. Mo€ 3ajaHre — 3T0 TBOE OOydeHHe.

— 51 nymana, oHa pacckasasa Tebe BCE B MOAPOOHOCTAX. A OTKYJa TOT/A Thl €€ 3HAEIIb? — MHE
JEWCTBUTEIHHO OBUIO MHTEPECHO y3HATh OosbIie 00 31Ol PoMane.

— DTa AaBHASA UCTOPUs, TIOJNHAS TIeYAIbHBIX MOMEHTOB M KOPOTKHMX MPOOJIECKOB pafgocTu. B
o01IeM, ecii OHa TOCYUTAET HYKHBIM, PacCKakeT BCE cama...— OTMaxHylach Muppa, 9To MeHs
HEMHOTO PacCTPOWUJIO.

—JlamHo, 310 TBOE Aeno. Hy urto, Moxer, HauHEM yu€Oy, a TO MHE MPOCTO He TEPIUTCS yBU-
netbes ¢ Jlekcom! — ckazana s, OTUpasi pykHu.

— Hy 4ro %, HaYHEM! — C 3TUMM CIOBaMU OHA MOTYILMIA KOCTEP, KUHYB TyAA 3€MJIM.

—/1151 Hayasla OTBETh Ha BOIIPOC: KaK OTVIMYUThH BaMIIMpa OT YesloBeKa? — OHA BOIIPOCUTEIBHO
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHSI.

A 3aayMaJlaCb, HO HUKAKHUX OTJIMYUTCJIbHBIX ITPU3HAKOB IIPUBECTU HE CMOIJIA:

— Ecnm yectHO, MOHATHUSA HE UMEIO!

—Hukak, eciau TonbKO Tl HE MOMMaelb ero 3a Tpane3oil! XoTs ecTb MajJeHbKoe OTJIMYME —
970 171a3a! OHM HAMHOTO CBETJIee YeIOBEYECKHUX, M €CITH €r0 Pa303JIMTh, OH JIOJrO ceOsl He 3aCTaBUT
KJATh U TIOMEHSIET CBOIO YeJI0OBEYECKYI0 BHEIITHOCTh Ha HACTOSIIYIO CYIIHOCTh, — OHA YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— A Kak Ha cY€T YeCHOKa Wiu KpecTa?

— YecHok — 370 nosHbINA Open! A Hacu€T KpecTa, He Oy/Iellb e Thl OeraTh 1o YJHIIe ¢ KPecTOM
Y COBaTh €ro KaXJOMy BCTPEUHOMY, TeOsl IPOCTO MOTYT HENPABIJIBHO TOHSTh, Be/b s TIpaBa’? — C
3TUMH cJlIoBaMu Muppa ocMoTpena Ha MeHs.

Sl nmpencraBuia 3Ty KapTUHY U MHE CaMOM CTaJIO CMELIHO.

—Hy BOT BUaMIIb, CAMOIi CMEIITHO, a Kak OyayT pearrpoBath jonu?! Tak yto 3ToT crocod pac-
TMO3HAHUSI BaMITHpa OTMaAaeT, TeM OoJiee, 3TO TOXe He MPAaBUIIbHOE MOHUMAHUE BAMITMPCKOM CyIII-
HOCTH B Haitie BpeMsi! BaMmupsl — 3T0 paca CyImecTB, KOTOpbIe TIO PUPOIAHBIM U, B OOJIbITIEl CTeTICHN
HETOHATHBIM, PUYMHAM CTAJIM TeMH, KeM SBJII0TCs ceituac! Kak BooOIe OHU MOSBUJIVICH B 3TOM
MHUpe, HUKTO HE 3HAeT, 3aTO MOJIHO JIETeH]l U pa3]IMyHOro poja JAOMbICIOB. [IOCTOBEPHO U3BECTHO
JIMIIb OJHO: €CJIN B3ATb CAMbIX IIEPBBIX HpaponMTeneﬁ, OHU CUJIBHO OTIMYAJIUCh OT HBIHEIITHET O ITOKO-
JIeHus1, KaXJ10e HOBOE 1 TIoclieytolee Bcé Oobliie U OOJTbIle MPUCIocadIMBaIoCh K HOBOMY MUDY.
37O paHbllle, MHOTO JIET Ha3al, UX MOXKHO ObUIO YOMTh OCHHOBBIM KOJIOM, KPECTOM Y IIEPKOBHBIMU
MPUHAJICKHOCTAMMU. Celyac xe ecTb TpH BapyuaHTa UX YHUUTOXCHUSA: CHCCTH I'0JIOBY ME€UOM, HAHE-
CTHU yJap B camoe cepile WM BBITAIUTh Ha COJTHEUHBIN cBeT. X Koka OoueHb TOHKasl, OJIeHast U He
MIEPEHOCUT COJIHIIA, TaK KaK 0KOTH, KOTOPBIE OCTAIOTCS TIOCIIE TIOTA/IaHUsI HA HUX COJIHEUHBIX JTyUeH,
OYCHb JOJIIO 3aKUBAlOT. Brimus KpOBH, EAUHCTBEHHOI'O UICTOYHUKA UX CYIIECTBOBAHUA, OHA CTAHO-
BUTCSI 3HAYMTEJIHHO TUIOTHEN U HE CTOJIb MOATJIMBEN K 0KOram, HO BCE 9TO BpEMEHHO. DTO KCTaTH,
€IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO B pace BaMIMPOB OCTAJIOCh HEM3MEeHHbIM! XOTs TOkKe 0 CUX MOP HE U3YYEeHHBIN
q)aKT, MoYeMy UMCHHO KPOBb ABJIACTCA UX UCTOYHUKOM IMUTAHUSA, YTO B HEW TaKoro COOCPKUTCHA, YTO
ACJIACT BaMITUPOB 3aBUCUMbBIMU U XUIITHBIMU CO30aHUSAMM, TOTOBBIX paan Hee y6I/IBaT]) BCEX, HE3aBU-
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CHMO OT 10J1a, packl U Bo3pacta! JlajHo, nepeiaém K ciaeayloiieil TeMe Halllero ypoka — 3To Haraje-
HUe, XOTS He MOHUMAlo, mouemMy Obl PomaHe He pacckaszarh 00 3TOM caMoi, BeJlb OHa, KaK HU Kak
OXOTHHUIIA, ¥ i JTydIrie 00 STOM 3HaTh! — HEMHOTO HEIOBOJILHO IPOTroBopriia Muppa.

— Moxert ObITh, I03BATh €67

—Her. Camoe riaBHoOe, Kak 51 TeOe yke paccKa3blBajia —3TO BHE3AITHOCTh U cuiia yraapa! Jliodoro
BaMITpPa MOXHO YOUTh HECKOJIBKUMH CIIOCOOAMU: yAap B CEepalle, JIUMIIUTH TOJIOBbI WJIM BHITAIIUTD
Ha COJIHIIE — 9TO caMble ACUCTBYIOIME BapuaHThl! JlaibIe. ... — C 9TUMU CJIOBaMU JIEBYIIIKA 3a/1yMa-
J1ach, HO HEHAJIONTO, — M-M-M HY, YeCHOK — 3TO BOOOIIE CKa3Ka U HEM3BECTHO KeM IMpHIyMaHHAs.
ThI MOXkeEIIb XOTh OOMOTAThCsI UM C HOT JIO TOJIOBBI, HO pe3y/IbTaTta HUKOro He Oyaer! Bammupsl ayB-
CTBUTEJIbHBI BOOOIIIE KO BCEMY, TO €CThb €CJIM ObITh TOYHEE, Y HUX OYeHb XOPOIIIO Pa3BUTHI BCE OPraHb
qyBCTB. UTO OBbI HAIIACTh HA HETO, HY’KHO MepPeIBUTaThCsl HACTOIBKO TUXO, YTOOBI Jake ITHLIA, CUJIS-
111as1 Ha BeTKe, HUYEro He 3aroo3puiia. 3Haelllb, HY)KHO ObITh OIBITHHIM OXOTHHUKOM, HOBYKAM 3/1eCh
nenath Heyero! YecTHO roBopsl, Jake MeCTh He MIOMOXKET TeOe, €CJIM Thl BIIEPBbIE TOILIA OXOTUTHCS
Ha Hac, IIOHUMAaeIb?

— ¢ Bc€ moHumalo u Oyay craparbcsi BO BCEM!

—4 pana! lanbine, BaMmupsl 001aJa10T HETIOKMHHOW CHJION, M YeM OH CTapIlle, TEM W CHJIbI Y
Hero Oojbirie. [ToBenuTensi BAMIUPOB OUeHb CJIOKHO youTh! JlagHo, OyaeM roBOpUTh HAYUCTOTY U
MIPUBOIUTH KOHKPETHBIE TPUMEPHL. JIeKe sIBjisieTcs TOBEIUTEIeM BAMITUPOB, 3HAYUT OUCHD CUJTbHBIMH,
XHUTPbIA, KOBAPHBI, KECTOKUH 1 HE IMAJAUT HUKOrO! YOUTH €ero MOKHO, TOJIBKO BHITAIIIUB HA COTHEY-
HBIA CBET, UTO C/ieNiaTh BOOOIe HeBO3MOKHO! Hay4deHHBIN TOPbKUM OIMBITOM ITOTUOIIMX COPOAMYEH,
OH CTaJl BHUMATEJIbHBIM, PEITUTEILHBIM U OUeHb OCTOPOXXKHBIM! Bee BaMmuphl 0071aJal0T THITHO30M,
¥ YeM BaMITUp CTapiiie, TeM ¥ COOTBETCTBEHHO TMITHO3 CHJIbHEW. A Teriepb mpeacTaBb Jlekca mociie
CKa3aHHOTO. .. — OHa TIOCMOTpeJia Ha MEeHs, OKU/Iast KaKylo-TO PEaKIvio, HO BhIpaKeHHUE MOETO JIUIIA
HUCKOJIBKO HE U3MEHUJIOCh, OHO TIO-TIPEKHEMY ObLIIO CePbE3HBIM.

— 41 Bc€ paBHO 110 Hero 100epych, Yero Obl MHE STOTO HEe CTOMIIO!

—KoHeuHo, st cMory OBITh PSIIOM C TOOOM M IOMOTaTh KaKOe-TO BPeMsl, HO UCKJTIOUUTEIIHHO TI0
HOYaM, caMa TIOHMMaelllb! — OHa YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— Cnacu6o, Muppa, 3a BCE, UTO ThI 111 MEHS JieJIaelllb 1 elI¢ C/IeNaelllb, s 3TOro He 3a0ymy! —
MPOTSIHYJIA S PYKY.

OHnHa nmocMoTpena ¢ yIuBJICHHEM |, TPOTSIHYB PYKY B OTBET, C JIETKOW YJIBIOKOH IMPOrOBOPHIIA:

— Hy, 10 3aBTpa 1 Ha 3TOM Xe mecte!

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa Mbl YK€ HAYHEM 0XO0Ty?!

OHa KMBHYJIa TOJIOBOA.

— Jlo 3aBTpa! — ckazana s, crapasich HATH OeCIITyMHO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO ObLJIO BO3MOKHBIM.

V06paB 3amucky, Jieriaa crarh 1oj BreyaTieHueM cerogsmHed Houn. Ho dro camoe uHTe-
pecHoe — coBceM 3a0blla O CBOEM yuuTesIe M ¢ OOJBIIMM HEeTeprieHueM Kaajla CleTyIomen Halen
BCTpEYH.

I'naBa VII. IlepBas kpoBb

Bcrana okoso nosyaHsi, BUIMMO 3TO M3-32 HOUYHBIX TIOXOX/IEHHUI, HO BCE PABHO OBLIO TIPUSITHO.
Kak Hu cTpaHHO, I0Ma KpoMe MeHsI HUKOTO He ObLJIO, ¥ 3TO OBUIO XOpOIIel BO3MOKHOCTBIO TI000-
IaThes ¢ yuuTteseM. Berana v nomuia B BaHHY. BKITIOUMB Boy 1 B3sIB 3yOHYIO IIETKY, yke coOpaiach
BBIJaBUTD ITACTY, KaK YBUAECJIA B OTPAKCHUUN HEJOBOJIbHOC JIMIO YYUTEIIA, U KAKETCA g JOoraablBajIaCb
noyemy.

— ITouemy TBI CO MHOIi He MOrOBOpPHJIA, KOT/Ia MpUILIa? — CIPOCKIIa OHA MEHsI CypOBO.

— Ipocty, s mpocTo ObUIa MO, BIIEYaT/ICHUEM, ITOSTOMY COBCeM 3a0buia 0 Tebe, U3BUHU. .. —
THIoCJIeJHee CIIOBO s TIPOM3HECIa KaK MOXHO KaJIOCT/IMBEE.

OHa crnerka y/sIOHy/Iach ¥ CIIpoOCHJIa:
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— Hy, kak Te6e Muppa?

— MHTepecHast, a 9T0? — ¢ STUMU CJIOBAMH S CTaJIa YUCTUTH 3YOBI.

— IIpocTto M0OOIBITHO, UTO THI AyMaellb O Hel, 1a 1 000 BCEM, UTO y3HAJIA.

[Tporosnockas poT U BHITEPEB MOJIOTEHIIEM ChIPOE JIUIIO, CKa3aa:

— Iloka He 3HaM.... OHa KOe-YTO paccKasajia O BaMIMpax, O TOM, KaK yOuMBaTh, KaK Harajaarh
Ha HUX, Yero 0OsThCs, a 4ero HeT. XOTsI CTPAHHO, OHA JKe TOXKE BAMITUD. .. Pa3Be MOKET OJMH IOUTH
MIPOTHUB JPYyroro?

Pa3Be y HUX HET TaKOro MOHATHS KaK POACTBO?

—TBoii Bompoc BMOMHE CIPaBEIJINB, HO €€ TOKe MOXKHO MOHSATh, OHA HE 110 CBOEW BOJIe CTaia
uM. Kak 1 O0JIbIIMHCTBO MOTYKPOBOK, OHA OblJTa BHIHYK/IEHA OMTH Ha STOT IIIar, Tak Kak He BHesa
apyroro Beixoza. C Tex Mop eio Tak ke, Kak U TOOOH, IBUKeT MecTh. Eciii He OTOMCTHTB, OHa IPOCTO
Pa3becT U3HYTPHU, MOITOMY 51 M TOTOBJIO TeOsl, YTOOBI M THI MOKBUTAJIACH 32 CMEPTh MOAPYTH, — C
STHMHU CJIOBaMU OXOTHHIIA IOCMOTpesia Ha MeHsl. B e€ razax Opu10 OECIOKOMCTBO U TpeBOra, BIep-
BbIE 3a BCE 9TO BpeMsi. Ho s Torga u He momo3peBaia, 4To CKphIBAIOCh 32 3THM B3IJISAOM, TIOSTOMY
MpPUHMMAIA BCE, YTO OHA TOBOPWJIA U JieJ1ajia JUisi MEHs 32 YHCTYI0 MOHETY, XOTSl MOl HHTYUIIUS U
BHYTpPEHHEE «s1» MIEPUOANIECKHU COMTPOTUBIISUIUCH, TIBITASICh 10 MeHs jocTydarbesi. C camoro Havyasa
9T0 ObLJIa XOPOIIIO CIUTAHMPOBAHHASI UTPA, B KOTOPOM 51 OKa3aJ1ach BCEro JIMIIb MENIKOW AJIsi JOCTH-
JKEHUS IOCTABJIEHHBIX LIEJIEN.

— Cyns 1o BceMy, Thl XOpOIIIO €€ 3Haenb. OTkyna’?

— D70 K JIeJly He OTHOCHUTCsI! — MOCJIE 3TUX CJIOB OHAa CHOBA CTajla CypPOBOIA.

«Yro 32 TaiiHpl? BOKpYr HUKTO HUYETO He XOUeT pacCKa3bIBaTh», — IIPOHECIIOCH B TOJIOBE.

—ITouemy Torza oHa O CUX MOP HE OTOMCTHJIA eMy? — CIIPOCUJIA 1 C YAUBJIEHHEM, He oOpaias
BHMMAaHMS Ha €€ OTKa3.

—Tst gymaers, 370 Tak npocrto. E€ odumuuk — Jlekce! 1o Hero nodparbcst HeBo3MoxHO. Ho ona
MoJIofier]. 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKUX BaMITMPOB OHa yowmiia 3a 31o BpeMs? He ogny cotio! EE€ naxe mpo-
3Basn «bapBoii», YTO O3HAYAET «BHE3AIMHOCTh». OHA BCeria NOSBIISETCS HEOXKUIAHHO, U3 HUOTKY/IA,
Y HaHOCUT TOYHBIH yaap. Ceituac Ha He€ OOBsIBIEHa OXOTa, KaK M Ha MHOTHX U3 €€ Kpyra.

41 Oblna youBieHa.

—Hacu€r BHe3amHoCTH, 3TO 51 MOYYBCTBOBAJA Ha ceOe, HO MOHATHS He MMeJia O TOM, YTO OHA
youBaet cede nmogoOHbIX! OHa KOHEYHO paccKaszaia O TOM, UTO eCId BamMnup yObET BaMmvpa, TO Ha
HEro OXOTSITCS, HO f... W He MPeJCTaBiIsia, YTo OHA... Hy, Takas! A moyeMy MCTHT UMeHHO JIekcy,
410 OH crenan? M Booodine, CKOJIbKO eMy JIeT, €CJIM €l JBECTH, a OH CUUTAETCSI CAMBIM CTapbIM BaM-
nupoM? — U3 MEHsI TIOCHINAIUCH BOIIPOCHI.

VYuurens ycMexXHynach:

—Yro cnenan et Jlekc, 00 3TOM OHa paccKaXkeT cama, €CJIM MOCYUTAET HYXKHBIM, a Ha CUET
CaMoro CTaporo BaMIMpa, OH TAaKOBBIM He siBisteTcs1! [Io Hero mpaBui oTell, a 10 Hero el —KTo Ha

camoM Jejie ObuT cTapbiM. Eciu He ommbanck, eMy ObLIO... — C STUMHM CJIOBaMU OHA 33 yMaJiach,
YTO-TO MOJCUYUTHIBASI, HO CITYCTSI KAKOE-TO BPEMSI MPOIOJDKIIIA —. .. €My ObLIO, JIBE THICSYM CEMbCOT
CEMbBJECAT MATh JIET, KaK-TO TaK!

— Ocpurers!

— Bor Tebe u camblii CTaphlii... — CO CMEXOM CKa3ajia OHa.

—Ilocnymaiite, yauTens, s T/ie-TO YMTaja, YTO BAMITMPhI HE OTOPACHIBAIOT TEHH, 3TO MpaBaa? —
B/IPYT BCIIOMHUJIA S1.

— Jla at0, mpaBaa, HO pa3Be Muppa tede 00 3ToM emE He cka3aa?

¢l mokaydana roioBOi, TOBOPSI TEM CaMbIM «HET». §l yBuIena Ha e€ JuIe yIMBIEHHUE, U OHA
MPOrOBOPHJIA:

—CrpaHHo, y& 00 3TOI 0OCOOEHHOCTH OHA JOJDKHA ObUIa YIOMSIHYTh B TIEPBYIO OUY€pe/b, XOTS
MOET OBITh TTPOCTO 3a0bUIA, — YJILIOHYIACh OHA.
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—Bbl, KOHEUHO, HAa MEH$ He 3JIMTECh, HO s1 Obl XOTeJa MOecTh, €CIM Bbl HE Bo3paxkaere? — C
STUMHU CJIOBaMH $1 IOCMOTpeJia Ha He€ HEeMHOTO BUHOBATO.

—Koneuno! It1o Benp 1 — AyX U MHE He HyXKHa e/la, a Te0e HeoOXOIUMO eCTh, YTOObI HaOM-
parbest cuit. Keratu, MOKeIb OJIOKUTh Ha KyXOHHBIN CTOJT 3€pKaJiblie U MPOJOJIKATh OAHOBPEMEHHO
o0aThCs v, KOHEYHO Ke, Tpare3HnJaTh, — IPOrOBOPUJIa OHA YUTHBO. 3aTeM OHA MCUe3Ia, a s, 3arpa-
BUB KPOBaTh U OJIEBIIIKCH, MOIILJIa HA KYXHIO. 3HaeTe, XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI CKOpee HaCTynuIa Houb. Kask-
OB pa3, IPOXOs MUMO OKOH, HEBOJIbHO CMOTpEJIa B CTOPOHY Jieca, B MPEBKYIIEHUN YerO-TO HeBe-
positHOrO. [ToCTaBMB rpeThcst YallHUK M IOCTAB M3 XOJOIMIIBHUKA MACTIO U CBIP, Cella 3a CTOJI U CTajia
KJaTh, 4ero cama He 3Hana. f ckopee xorena otoMcTuTh 32 CoHI0. 3a CBOIO JIOOMMYIO U POAHYIO
Comnipo! TTouemy-TO MHE Ka3aJloch, @ TOYHEE HE JaBajia TIOKOsI MBIC/Ib, UTO OHa ObuIa kuBa. Ho cioBa
yuuTeisl, YTO OHa cTasia Bammupowm, To ecth He Toll CoHel, KOTOPYIO s 3HajIa paHblile, MEHsI IMyTrajiu.
Uro nenats? Yo eii ckazarh, kormaa BeTpedy e€? Kak ona mocMotput Ha MeHs1? Benp s e€ Opocuina. 4
HUKaK He CMOIJIa eif moMoyvb. TONbKO TOra 5 MOHsIA BCIO CBOIO OECTIOMOIITHOCTh U TIOKJISIIACh OTO-
MCTUTB 3a He€. LleHa MecTn MeHsI He uHTepecoBaa. 5 Obljla rOTOBA 3aIJIaTUTh 1AKe CaMyI0 BHICOKYIO
— ku3Hb! S pemmiia, Bo 4To ObI TO HH CTAJI0, KaK MOKHO CKopee JoOpathbes 10 JIekca u BepHyTh e€,
Kakoi Obl oHa He Obuta. OOpaTHO B PeabHOCTh BEPHY/I CBUCTOK 3aKHUIIEBINEro yaiHuKa. $1 Bcrana,
CXOIuJIa B KOMHATY, TPUHECTa 3epKablie U, MOCTABUB €ro nepes coOou, Haauia B OeIylo KPYXKY
MOJIOUHBIN YIIyH Oe3 caxapa. 51 gepxaia e€ B pyKax, KOrjja BHE3arHO MOSBIJIACH OXOTHUIIA:

—Ts1, HaBepHOE, C HETEPIIEHNEM KAEIIb HOUM ? — CIIPOCHIAa OHA C KAKOK-TO €XUIHOU YIIBIOKOM.

— la, — ¢ TUMU CJIOBaMHU I TIPOIJIOTHIIA KyCOUeK OyTepOposa ¢ ChIpOM.

— Korza MHe ObIJIO CTONBKO ke, CKOJIBbKO TeOe ceiiuac, MeHsl BIIepBble OTIIPABMIIM HA OXOTY, U
s TOKE HEe MOIJIa JI0KJAThCSI HOUH. . ., — KAK-TO 38 JyMYMBO [TPOTOBOPHJIA YUHUTETh.

— A TbI IOMHMIIIb TIEPBOTO YOUTOrO Bammvpa?!

— Heysxenu Te0e 3TO U Mpap/ia MHTEPECHO? — TI0-100pOMY YJILIOHY/IaCh OHA.

— Koneuno!

—Ma, nmomuio! IoBeps, Takoe He 3abbiBaetcsi! [lepBass KpoBb YOMTOro BamImvpa 3TO YTO-TO
notpsicaortiee! Thl CIOBHO MOHMMAEIIIb, YTO POKAEHA TOJIBKO ISt OXOTHI! S IOMHIO MEpBYIO KepPTBY
HACTOJIBKO XOpOIIIO, YTO He 3a0yay YXe... HUKOIAA.... DT0 ObLI MOJIOION BaMITHP, HO ykKe OYEHb
onbITHBIN. OH OBUT KpacB, yepToBcKU KpacuB! Tak Kak st Obuia erié coBceM I0HOM, TO TPH pelai-
IIeM y/ape MoCMOTpesna B I1a3a. A omuOKy MOHsIA TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOT/IA OH, BHIXBATUB U3 MOUX PYK
Meu ¥ BBIKMHYB €r0, MUKl K cede HACTONBKO CHUIIBHO, YTO 51 OTYETIIMBO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA XOJOIOK,
UCXOIAIIMH OT ero Koxxu. OH CMOTpeJT Ha MeHs1, CJIOBHO TMITHOTU3MPOBAJT CBOUM YapYIOLTUM B3IJIs-
noMm. {1 He mora noreBenuThes. [omHocThio OblTa B ero BiacTu. boxe, a Koraa oH 3aroBopuii, Oblia
rOTOBA HE TOJIBKO PacTasiTh B OOBSTHSIX, HO U OTATh BCE, UTO y MeHsI ObLIO!

—TsI cTONL MOJIOAA ¥ XOPOIIIA, HEYXKeJU TeOe HPaBUTLCS 3TO YXKACHOE 3aHATHE? — CIIPOCHJI OH,
HE CBOJIS IJ1a3.

Sl naxe He MbITaIaCh BHIPBATHCS:

— Ja. { ouminao 3TOT MUP OT TAKUX KAaK THI.

OH Kak-TO 3arajiouHo YJIBIOHYJICS M OTHON PYKOU pa3Bs3an Hakuaky. OHa crierena ¢ MeHs,
oroJvB rieuu u meo. Kak 6necHysm ero riasza! OH crierka npuKycrIl HUKHIO TYOy, 3aTeM MeJIeHHO
NepeBEN B3IV HA MEHSI M BCE TaKUM e «OapXaTHbhIM» TOJIOCOM POrOBOPHIL:

— A xakue Mbl?

[TomHIO, ST HEMHOTO pacTepsiIach, KOIja OH CIIPOCKII 00 3TOM, HO BCE K€ HalllJla YTO OTBETHTh:

—BblI JxecTokne, 0e3:)KaJOCTHBIE U. .. — sl HE MOIJIa Mogo0paTh MOIXOASIIEe CIOBO. .. — Oeccep-
JEYHBIE. . . — TIOUTH HIEMOTOM IPOrOBOPHIIA, CIIOBHO 0OSJIACh, UTO HAC YCbiiaT. OH OCTaBaJICsl HEBO3-
MYTHMBIM, HO Ha €ro JIAIE MOsIBUJIACH JIETKasl YIIbIOKa:

—Jla 31O Tak, HO He Bce, OBIBAIOT U XyXke. Bbl, OXOTHHUKH, TOXe He Oe3 rpemka!l M tebe He
KaXeTcs1, YTO Bbl HATIOMHUHAETE HAC, BAMITPOB, CBOMMH TTOBaJKAMH, TTOBE/IEHUEM U )KECTOKOCTBIO, a”?

— Mp1 He Takue!
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— Boi xyxe! — 1o0aBu OH.

— Ho noyemy? — cripocusa s1, He 4yBCTBYs K HEMY CTpaxa.

— Baatb x0Ts1 Ob1 Hac ¢ TOO0I. Pa3Be, moiiMaB Bammnupa, Oy/ib Thl ONBITHEH, CTaj1a Obl TaK JT00e3-
HUYaTh, KaK 5 ¢ TOOO? HeT, Tl OBl cHecia MHe rojioBy! Pa3Be He Tak?

—[a, s Obl He cTana MoOe3HNYaTh U OTTSITUBATH CMEPTh, BIOBOJb MOU3/IEBABIINCH, KAK 3TO
JeNaellb Thl, TEM CAMbIM ITOCTYTAEIIh KECTOKO MO OTHOIIEHHIO KO MHE M BOOOIIE K KOMY-JIHOO JpY-
romy, Tebe He KaxeTrcsi? 3a4eM My4JuThb CBOIO KEPTBY, €CJI MOXKHO JIMIIUTD €€ )KU3HU ObICTPO 1 6e3
cTpafaHuii?! — BO MHE KHUIIesa 3JI0CTh.

—Kakas Tel KpacuBasi v anmneTuTHAs, KOTAA 37MIIbCA. . ., — C STUMH CJIOBAMH OH MPHUXKAT MEHS
emE OmKe —. ..M MOTOM KTO CKazall, uTo s1 cOOMpaioch Te0s1 youBath? § poCTO BHITTBIO TBOIO KPOBb
¥ OTHyIy.... JIo CHX Mop YOUBISIIOCH, KaK Thl Takas XpyIKas W HEeXHas JePKUIIlb B PyKax Takoe
opynue youiictBa? He Tsxesno in? — Clipocuit OH, HaJiIcMeXasiCh HaJio MHOWA.

Sl He ycriena OTBETUTb, TIO33/11 TOCTBIIIAJICSA eIIE OMH MYKCKOM ToJIoc:

—BukoHnT, Th, Kak Bceraa, urpaeib ¢ efoi? Korga yxe HayduIbcs JieaTh BCE, Kak HYKHO?

OkxkazpIBaeTcsi, 3TOro Bammnupa 38y BukoHT. OH MOBEpHYJICS K CBOEMY «TOBAPHIILY», HO MEHS
13 OOBATUN HE BBITYCTHUJI, YTO CHJIBHO YIMBHUJIO. YBUJIEB €ro codpata, si Obljla HEMHOTO HAITyraHa.
310 OBUT BHICOKHIA, XOPOIIO CJAOKEHHBI BaMIUpP, KOTOPOMY IO YeJIOBEUYECKMM MepKaM ObLIO JieT
TPUALATH-TPUALATH 11ATh. OH BhINIsAEN cTapiie BukonTa. C B3bepoOIlIeHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U BHITSHY-
THIM OJIEJHBIM JTUIIOM. UTO mepBbIM OPOCHUIIOCH B IJ1a3a, TaK 3TO €ro B3I — AUKUNA U HEHOPMAaJTb-
HbIil. OH pasroBaprBaji ¢ BUKOHTOM, HO CMOTpes Ha MeHs ToJogHbIMU ra3aMu. Cyas 1Mo Bcemy,
o0a em¢ He enu.

—IMocnymaii, Iar, s genato co cBOei €10, BCE UTO 3aX04y, M TeOsl 3TO He JIOJKHO WHTEPeco-
Bath. [IpoBanmBait! Uimm cebe nepekyc B Jpyrom mMecre, — OTBETHIT 0371001eHHO BukoHT. C HUM OH
He ObLT TaK MoOe3eH, Kak co MHOMW. Ero ra3a Belpaxaiu 3710CTh M HETIOHATHYIO TOKa eIg U1t MeHs
HEHABUCTh. §I TIOHsIA, YTO OHU APYT JApYyra, MSTKO CKa3aTh, HegomoOmmBaiy. [lar cran MenieHHo
NpUOIMKATHCS K HAM:

—BukoHT, npyxwine, otaai e€ Mue. Tebe HU4ero He CTOMT NOMMAaTh HOBYIO ICBUOHKY, a? Benb 51
crapite Teds1, a CO CTApIIMMU MoNaraeTcs JeMThes. S Tak ucmyranach, YTo BUKOHT OTAacT MeHs eMy,
410, 3a0BIB PO TO, C KEM CTOsIIa PsIOM, HEBOJIbHO OOXBATHJIa €T0 ABYMS pyKaMH M IIPUKaslach, KakK
MOXHO CHJIbHee. BUKOHT MOBEpHYJICS B MOIO CTOPOHY M CJIerKa YCMEXHYIICS, a IJla3a ero u3JIydyasiu
KaKyl0-TO TEIUIOTY. 3aTeM BBIPAKEHHUE €ro JIMIA U3MEHUIIOCh, OHO CTaJIO 3JIbIM U, IOBEPHYBIINCH B
cropony Ilara, KpukHym:

—Yowupaiicsa! o u cam iy cede eny! 3aech KakIplid cam 3a cedst U TO, YTO Thl HE MOXKEIIIb
norMarh cede Jaxe KPbICYy — 9TO TBOM MPOOJieMbl !

Tyt Ilar cTan MeHATbCs, KJIBIKA BHIPOCIH, U3 TJIa3 MPOCTO JIMJIACh HEHABUCTh, 30 pTa TEKJIa
CJTIOHA, ¥ OH OXPHITIIAM TOJIOCOM TPOIIHTIEN:

-4 nmpocun no-xoporemy, Tol OTKazazics! 1 pacckaky mpu IBope, 4to y Tedst T0O0Bb C OXOT-
HukoMm! Ho Tosbko mocie Toro, Kak mpoydy TeOsi, OKaXy Kak He MOAYMHSATHCS CTapIliuM, a 3aTeM
UCIIPOOYIO0 Ha BKYC TBOIO MIOJIPYXKKY! — C STUMU CJIOBaMHU OH TPBITHYJI U BBITYCTHJI KOI'TH B CTOPOHY
Buxonta. [ Obla HACTONBKO HaIyraHa, YTo He MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OH OTTOJNKHYJ MeHs. Ero nuiio
craJio npeodpaxatbesi. Kiblku BRIPOCIH, 1 caM, KaKk MHE MTOKa3aJ10Ch, CTall Bhilne. — CUM U He BBICO-
BBIBA¥iCs1! — KMHYJ B MOIO CTOPOHY, a 3ateM, oOpamasch K [lary, mpopsrdai, — a ¢ ToO0i Mbl cefiuac
noroBopum. § Haydy TeOsi HOQUMHSATHCS BIACTH U 3aKOHaM !

BUKOHT npbIrHYJ1, B3METHYBIIUCH BBEPX. S ¥ MoyMarh He MOIJIA, YTO BAMITUPHI HA TAKOE CIIO-
coOHbI. [TpaBUIbHO OH CKa3all, KOraa Ha3Bajl «HEOMBITHON», OKa3bIBAETCsI, TO YTO PACCKA3BIBAII OTEIl,
3TO OBLIO JasieKo He BCE. S1 cripsATanach 3a IepeBOM U cTala HaOJoaTh OMTBY AByX BaMnupoB. OHU
BIETIMJIMCH IPYT B Ipyra MpsIMO B BO3/yXe, a 3aTeM 00a pyXHYJIH C TAKOW CUJIOH, YTO sl TOYYBCTBOBAJIA
JIETKYIO IPOKb, TPOOEKABIIIYIO 110 3emJIie. KityObl b NOTHSIUCH BOKPYT. $1 TONBKO U ycTieBasa, 4To
CMOTPETh, KTO B KaKyI0 CTOPOHY OTJIETall OT yIapoB. S ciplmana muneHue 1 KpUKU. ITO HACTOIBKO
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MEHS HaIlyrajo, YTO Ha KaKOe-TO MIHOBEHHME S 3aKpblla IJla3a, a Korja OTKpbLIa, TO MOHSIA, YTO
cepateM Obuia ToJbKO 3a BukonTa! butsa nmpogomkanacsk. [1ar 6bu1 criibHEe, 3T0 ObLIIO 3aMETHO HEBO-
OPYKEHHBIM I71a30M. DTO U Mmyraio. 51 XxoTesa NoMo4Yb CBOEMY HOBOMY APYT'Y, HO YEM M KaK He 3HaJja!
[Mar cxBatun BukoHTa 3a meio u, mpuxas K A€PeBy, 3I00HO TPOTOBOPHLT:

— Hy 4ro, 10 cux nop, cuuTaenib, 4YTo Thl IpaB?

—Xouy TeOs1 pa3oyapoBaTth, HO...J1a! — ¥ ¢ STUMU cJIoBaMU BUKOHT €O Bcero pa3maxa yaapui
€ro pyKou C JUIMHHBIMU KOT'TSIMH, Oliaparas JIMIo. TOT cXBaTUJICS 3a HErO U NPOILUIET:

— 310 Tebe ¢ pyK He COMIET, raJEHBIIIIII !

OH noAHSIT ¢ 3eMJIM OOJIOMOK JiepeBa, 3aMaxXHYBIIIKCh, yIapyil BHKOHTA C TaKOW CHJION, YTO
TOT OTJIETEeJ] METPOB Ha JBAaJLATh U MOTEPsUl CO3HAHME. I 3Hasa, YTO €cM He BMEIIaloCh, OH €ro
yObET. BrisipiBasich B TEMHOTY, TbITAIACH HAWTH MeY, KOTOPhI BHKOHT Kyaa-To BRIKMHYJ. Bapyr
HeJlaJIeKo OT cebs yBHUeIa MEeTAJUTMISCKHIA OJIeCK.

«Meu!»

A Bupena, kak Ilar nogomen k BUKOHTY U, 3aMaxHYyBIIUCh, KPUKHYJI:

— Ilpoait, *ankuil Tpyc, Tl HE JOCTOMH Ha3bIBaThCSl BAMITUPOM !

— He cmeii ero Tporath, MOAOHOK! — KpUKHYJA I, TEM CaMbIM 0OpaTiiia Ha ceOsi BHUMaHUe.

[Nar moBepHyICS ¥ C yIUBJICHUEM YCTABIJICS HA MEHSL. DTOT0 OBLIO I0CTATOYHO, YTOOBI HAHECTH
pelanmil yaap.

—IlepBeiit pa3 BUXY, YTOOBI €/1a 3allHIIaga OXOT. .. — Bammup He ycren JoroBOpyTh, Kak JIsi3r-
HyJ MeY, 1 rosioBa [lara cinerena c ruied, XJiblHy/la KpOBb, M TEJIO, yIaBIllee Ha3eMb, PACTBOPUIIOCH
Ha 171a3ax. S BUAMMO HACTOJIBKO YBJIEKJIACh, UTO HE 3aMETWJIA, KaK MOJOIIEN BUKOHT.

—Hwuuero ce6e! Toi criaciia MHe xu3Hb! ... mepen TOOOH B 10Ty ! — TPOrOBOPUJI OH, MOJIOKUB
PYKY Ha Ipy/ib, ¥ B 3HaK OJIarOAapHOCTH MPEKJIOHWI TOIOBY. Ero JMiio cHOBa cTasio mpeskHUM, Ii1a3a
CBETHJINCh, OH Y/IBIOAJICS U CMOTpEJ, He OTPBIBAsCh HA MEHs, YTO HEMHOro cmyiaio. OT Takoro
CUJIPHOTO BCILJIECKA aJjpeHaInHa s oOdeccuiiena, Med BhIal U3 PyK.

— A TBI TOBOPMIIIb, YTO sl HEONBITHAS U C1adas. ..

— Jla... mpaBay roBOpAT, UTO KpacoTa — CTpalliHas cuia. S gaxe cam, eciy 4eCTHO, HEMHOTO
UCITyTaJICS, KOT/Ia yBUeN Tebst, Oeryiyio ¢ Medom!

Kak ToyHO HaHecna yap, TOJBKO. .. TOJIBKO KaJjb YTO ThI. .. HE BAMIIUP, Thl MHE. . .OYEHb ITOHPA-
BWJIACK. .. — C TUMHU CJIOBaMH OH TIOJIOIIEN BIUIOTHYIO, OOHSUI IByMsI pyKaMHu U MPOIIENTa:

—Ocraaiics co mHoit! {1 cienaio TeOst OMHOM U3 HAC, U THI YK€ HUKOT/IA He OyJelb OXOTUTHCS
Ha Hac! ThlI Oyzelnib OXOTUThCS BMeCTe ¢ HamH !

1 OGbUIa IOTHOCTHIO B €T0 BJIACTH, KaK B IEPBBIN pa3, Koraa oH o0Hsul. Kak moctynuth aasbiie,
HE MMeJa HU MaJlelIiero npejcrapiaeHust. 51 Obuia poxjieHa B CeMbe OXOTHHKA. Bcio MO0 co3HaTe -
HYIO JKM3Hb YYMJIM TOJBKO OIHOMY: YOMBaTh BaMnupoB. UTo ckaszas Obl OTell, Jieq U ero jel, ecu
Ob1 yBHIEIH BCE 3T07 CIUIIKOM OBICTPO OH CTaJI ISl MEHS BAXKHBIM CYIIECTBOM, M TO OBLIO TJIOXO.
MeHs npuBiek/ia He €ro BHEIIHOCTb, a TO, YTO Taujioch BHYTpH. IIpu oqHOM Haillem MpUKOCHOBe-
HUM 00a IOYYBCTBOBANIM NpUTsDKeHre. Koraa s nmprkanachk K Hemy, ycibliaia ouenue cepama. OHo
OWJIOCH CTIOKOMHO, MEIEHHO, HE CMOTPSI Ha €ro 3JI0CTh M HEHAaBUCTh. B 3TOM Bammupe 51 4yBCTBO-
BaJIa POJHOE CYILECTBO, a 3TO 03HAYAJIO, YTO XHU3Hb Oe3 Hero He uMesia Obl HUKOTo cMbicia. [louys-
CTBOBAB pa3, Thl

yXe HUKOTIa HE CMOJKEIIIb 3TOTO 3a0bITh. . .

—4 He mory..., IPOCTH. .. — C STUMH CJIOBAMH OTCTYIMJIA OT HETO Ha LIar, a OH U He BO3paxal,
TOJIBKO C YIUBJIEHMEM IIOCMOTPEJ ¥ CITPOCUIL:

— Ho nouemy? Yto Tebe memaer? V... kto Tede memraer?

—ITorumaerb, Mbl ¢ TOOOH CITUIIIKOM pasHble. TBOsI ceMbsi HUKOTIa MEHs He TIPUMET, 51 youia
OJIHOTO M3 BalllMX U cobupaiach yourth Tebs!

S — OXOTHHMK, Tl — BaMIp! DTO ke OUEBUHO. .. Mbl HE MOKeM OBITh BMECTe! — C 3TUMH CJIO-
BaMU 1 MOJHSAJA C 3eMJIM M€Y, M CTajla BBITUPATh €ro CleUuaJIbHON TPANOYKoW. S mpocTto xoTena
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YCTIOKOUTH ceOsl U CBOE cepiItie, KOTopoe ObLJIO TOTOBO BBHIPBATHCS U3 TPYIH, YTOOBI IOKa3aTh 00paT-
Hoe.

—Hy u uro! Bcé€, uto ThI ceiiuac cka3ajia, He UMeeT HUKAKOro 3HaueHus il MeHs1! MHe 1ute-
BaTh, UTO CKAXKET CEMbs, a TO, 4TO Tl youna [lara, Tak 310 mpaBwIbHO! Y MOJOBUHBI BAMIIMPOB Ha
Hero pyku vecanuch. Ocranbest co MHOM. ¢ mporty Te0si! — oH mogoImén Ovke U, B3B Med U3 PYK,
BOTKHYJI €r0 B 3eMJTIO.

— Ot 3eMJM JIe3BHE TyTIEET. .. — IPOrOBOPHIIA 5, CMOTPsI B TJIa3a, KOTOPbIe ObLITH I[BETa MOPS U
Takue Oe370HHBIE, UTO, IS B HUX, MOKHO OBLIO YTOHYTb.

— 4 cxoxy ¢ yma, rsaas Ha Te0s1! PaHbiiie s HUKOT/Ia He UCTIBITBIBAT TIOOOHBIX YYBCTB U SMO-
LIMI, HO ceryac. .. 51 He 3Hal0, YTO CO MHOW MTPOUCXOAUT. .. MHe XoueTcsl B3JIeTeTh 10 camou JIyHbI 1
TIOIIEJIOBATh €€ B OJIaroJapHOCTh 32 CETOJHSIIHION HOUb! Bpsia jiu s1 cMory 3a0biTh TeOst!

— 41 Toxe, MOsI y1Ia, U cepaiie OTHhIHE MpUHaIexkaT Tede! 9... — He ycrena 10roBOpUTh, Kak
OH OOHSLT M TOLEJIOBAJT TaK HEXHO, CIIOBHO OOSIICSI IPUYMHUTEL O0Jb. §l cierka mokpacHena u OH,
OTITyCTUB MEHsI, C YIBIOKOH CKa3at:

— Hukorna s He ObLT Tak cyacTimB, Kak ceiiyac! Hukorna! IMocymaii, a s jake He 3HaI0, Kak
TeOs1 30BYT?

Sl ynpiOHymach ¥ OTBETHIIA:

— Mens 30ByT PoMana, a 1eds, cyas o Bcemy, BukoHt?

OH mocMoTpet Ha JIyHY M 33 {yMUYMBO TTPOM3HEC UM TIO CJIOTaM:

—Po-Ma-Ha... OYeHb KpacMBOE M HEOOBIMHOE WUMsI JUISl JEBYIIKH... TAKOH e KPacHUBOM,
HEOOBIYHOW M XpaOpOoW. .. — C STUMU CJIOBAMH OH CHOBA TIONEJIOBAJ, a 51 M He COMPOTUBJISAIACH.

3arem OH ellé pa3 NoCMOTpel Ha JIYHY:

— W3BuHU, nopa, a To ckopo pacceeT! Korga Mbl cHOBa BeTpeTumcst?

— He 3Hato, HO ecji XOuUelllb, TO... 3aBTPa B 3TO Xe BpeMs, 37eCh’

OH y/nBIOHYJICS M CKa3aJI:

— Koneuno, xouy! { Oymy *knate TeOs 3aBTpa 37eCh A0 CAMOTO YTpa, a eClii He TPUAEIIb, TO
TMIepBbIE JIYYH COJHIA YOBIOT MEHsI, HO 51 YMpPYy C TBOMM MMEHeM Ha ryoax! — ¢ STUMH CJIOBaMH OH
TIO/THSUT Med, CaM TIOJIOXKUJI €T0 B HOJKHBI U, TIOMHSB C 3¢MJIM HAKUJIKY, 3aBSI3a]1 €€ CO CJIOBAMM:

—Bnpeap oneBaii 4to-HUOYIL APYroe, a TO TBOS I1Ies], KaK U Thl cama, BBITJISIUTE OYeHb arlre-
TUTHBIMH, OCOOEHHO J1JTsI TOJIOJIHBIX BaMITUPOB, HATIpUMEp, TaKUX Kak !

S ynpiOHynack:

— Xoporo. 3aBTpa npuay o0s3aTesIbHO, KaK TOJBKO BCTAHET JiyHa. $1 moBepHYyJach K HEMY
CIIMHOU M IIOLIUIA JOMOM CYaCT/IMBasI U BecEasl.

1 ycnpiana, Kak OH HErpOMKO CKasal:

— Ila, a1 Bukonr, a el Pomana... most Pomana. .. Ha Beku BedHble!

«XMM, UHTEPECHO, a OHA 3HAET, YTO O3HaYaeT e€ uMs? CTpaHHO. . .9Ta AEBYIIKa 3aTMIJIA MECHS,
KaK ¥ e€ MM Ha HallleM SI3bIKe. .. 3aTMEHHUE. .. XMM. . .»

Korma ornsiHyace, ero yxe He Obu10. f MoOHMMAIa, 4TO COBEpIIIIIA CaMYIO YKACHYIO OIIHOKY.
Uro 3a He€ MPUAETCS PaHO WJIH TTO3HO PACIUIAUYMBATHCS, HO 3TO OBUIO HEe BaJKHO, BE/Ib IO CPAaBHEHUIO
C 4yBCTBOM, C KOTOPBIM s BO3BpAIlaiach JIOMOM U BCE, UTO OBUIO MOCHIe, pacriiaTa ObUla HUYTOXHA
Masia. § 6puIa MpoCcTOo MopaxeHa pacckazoM. Crzesa v Cylaia ¢ OTKPBITHIM PTOM, KOTJIa OHA 3aKOH-
ymia, ObUIa TOTOBA Pa3pbIIaThCs OT CTOJIb POMAHTUYHOUN UCTOPUH.

— IToToM BbI ¢ HUM BCE-TaKM BCTPETUITUCH?

OHa y/pI0HYJIach ¥ OTBETHIIA:

— KoneuHo, 51 He MorIa HU TIPUATH, pa3 odemiaia. f ynuia moja MpeasoroM OXoThl, U MEHS ¢
PaIoOCThIO OTIYCTHIIA. MBI BCTPETUIINCH, TJIe JOTOBAPUBAIUCH M ObLIM caMbiMu cuacTiuBbiME! [la-
a, Xxopoiiee ObUIO BpeMs. . .

Omna pacckasbiBajia, TO C YIBIOKOM, TO C TIeYabio.

— A Kak ke Ballli POJIUTENTN, KaK OHU OTITYCTUJIM BaC OJIHY Ha OXOTY?
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—Torna Bcé OpUI0 HAMHOTO TTpOIIIe, YeM ceityac. Kaxaas ceMbsi OXOTHUKOB OTITPABJISIIa CBOETO
peOEHKa Ha TIEpBYIO OXOTY C OOSI3HBIO, UYTO OH OOJIbIIIe He BEPHETCS, HO 3Ta ObUIa Tpaauus. Eciu
PeOEHOK BO3BpAIIAJICS, 3HAYUT, CYUTAJICS HACTOSIIIIUM OXOTHHKOM, U €My Heuero ObLIo OOSAThCS B
JaJTbHEHINEM, a €CJIM HEeT, TO TaKOBa ero Cyaboa.

— A 4t0 OBLJIO 1asbIIe? — CHOBA CIIPOCHIIA 51, HATIMBAas ceOe eIlé OjIHY Yalllky 4asi, HaJesich Ha
CTOJIb K€ JIJTMHHOE MPOJIOKEHHE, HO. ..

«— Onez, 3mo umo dce noayuaemcs, smom Buxkonm u ecmov Haw 0505, KOmMopozo youia
Pomana?! — youenénno npozosopuna Aiiea.

— Iloxooice, mak u ecmv, HO 51 U He 3HAA, YMO OHU MAK CUALHO N100UAU OpY2 Opyea U 000u4e,
umo NOOOOHDLIL COO3 BOIMONCEH, — MONOOOU BAMNUP OblA HEe MeHee YOUBNEH.

—Y mens moavko 00HO 6 20n06€ celiuac He YKaadvleaemcs: ecau OHA €20 makK AoUd, 3a4em
moeoa younra? — nocmompena Aiiea Ha opama.

—Yépm e20 3Haem. Imo u npasoa KaK-mao He 8IHCeMmcsl, ... BOIMONCHO, omeem Oydem oanvute. ..
— C IMUMU CAOBAMU BAMNUD NPOOOANCUN UUMATNLY.

—W3BuHM, 5 HE X094y 00 STOM TOBOPUTH. YBUAUMCS BeuepoM! — ¢ STUMH CJIOBAMU OHA UCYE3Ia.
DTa peakiysi MeHsi HEMHOTO y/IUBUJIA.

— HaBepHO 4TO-TO MmI0X0€ MPOM30ILI0 ¢ BUKOHTOM, pa3 OHa He XOYeT TOBOPUTH 00 ITOM.
BuKkoHT. .. 4T0-TO 10 60 3HAKOMOE. I T/Ie-TO yKe CIIbIIIaia 3TO UM, BOIIPOC rie?

Hukak He Moria BCIOMHUTD, OTKY/IA 3HAI0 9TO UM, HO He MPUIAB 3HAYEHUs], MOIIIA B CBOIO
KOMHATY U CeJla UTPaTh B OUYEPEIHYI0 KOMITBIOTEPHYIO UTpy. oK IaBIIMCh HOUX, OCTaBUJIA BCIO TYXKe
3anmucky 11 Mambl. Ofienach, B3sila 3epKajiblie, KJIIOYM U BBIIILIA Ha yauiy. B aToT pa3 s nuia yse-
PEHHO M cMOTpeJia TOJbKO Briepén. Kak HU cTpaHHO, HO ceiyac He ObLIO HU CTpaxa, HU COMHEHUIA.
To, 9TO ceromHs TOKHO OBUIO IIPOU3OUTH, ISl MEHS OBLIO MPa3AHUKOM. f puIIlia Ha TO ke MeCTO,
rae yxe xjaana Muppa.

— HoGpeiit Beuep, Muppa, — MporoBopuiia s ¢ JErKou YJIbIOKOM.

— HoOpsiid. .. HY 4TO, TOTOBA?

— Koneuno!

Torpa oHa ocMoOTpesia MeHsI ¢ HOT JIO TOJIOBBI U CKa3aia:

— Her, Takas onexa 11 OXOTbI HE TIOAOM/IET.

51 ornsinena cebst U OTBETUIA:

— Ho 51 onenack BO BCE TEMHOE, KAk MHE M CKa3aJla yUUTEb.

—Her. Dra ogexna He moxxoauTt. BoT BO3bMU, MepeoieHbCsl, TOTBKO OBICTPO, — C ITUMU CJIO-
BaMU OHa KMHYJIAa B MO0 CTOPOHY HEOOJIBIIION XOJIIOBBIA MeIOK. Pa3Bsa3aB ero, yBuuena oaexuy.
[TporsiHyna pyky u J1ocTajia Y€pHbIE IITaHbI, 3aTeM IO OYepeu U3 MeIKa — IUIal] ¢ KaIloIOHOM,
carory Ha pOBHOM MOJIOIIBE C 3aBSI3KAMU BIIEPEH, KaKyl0-TO HEMOHSATHYIO KO(PTOUKY C JJIMHHBIMU
pyKaBamu, HEOOJBIITNM BHIPE30M Ha TPYAM U C KAKUM-TO 3HAKOM Ha JIEBOW YaCTH TPY/IH.

— Yro 3a 3HaK?

—3TOT MeY ¢ KPeCTOM Ha HAKOHEYHUKE, BHYTPHU CEPeOPSTHOTO Kpyra CUMBOJI BCEX OXOTHUKOB.
Tenepb 3T0 TBOSI OJEKAA HA BPEMSI OXOTHI.

IMleBenuch! — ckoMaHgOBaIA OHA.

Korna s1 mepeopienach, MoHsiIa, 4TO STU BelU ObLTH BIIOPY. S BHITJIA/IENA, KaK HACTOSIIIIUI repoi
13 KOMUKCOB.

— Ilonox a1, BO3bMH €11IE BOT 3TO. .. — C ITUMH CJI0BAMU Muppa poTsaHy/1a MHE NEPYATKU, YEP-
HYIO 00Ky, TOJIBKO ¢ 0OEHX CTOPOH 3TOM I00KH, ObUTH pa3pe3bl, OHU ObLTM MaKCUMAJIBHO JJTAHHBIMU
— 3TO, BUAUMO, JIJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI OBLIO YIOOHO TiepeIBUTaThes. $1 Hajena mepyaTky v 3aBsi3aja 0Ky .
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—Hwuuero cee, 51 ipsAM Kak cyneprepoi U3 KOMUKCOB, TOJIBKO Yero-To He XBaraeT? — sl HOCMOT-
pena B ctopoHy Muppbl, Ta yJIbIOHY/IaCh, MOJOIILIA U, 3aCTETHYB y MeHs Ha OEIpax yexol1, Bpy4usa
Med. OH OBbUT TIOXOX Ha TOT, YTO ObUT M300paXkEH Y MEHsI Ha JICBOW TPY/IH.

—Vx, toi! Ciymiaii, a rae 3To Thl BCE pa3ao0buia’? — s ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM Pa3IyIsIbIBaIIaA MOAAPOK.

— Hy, Bo-miepBbIX, HEe pa3goObLIa, JaBail OyaeM rOBOPUTH MPABUIIBHO, & BO-BTOPBIX, CKaXKEM
TakK, MO3alMMCTBOBAJIA y OTHOM 3HAKOMOM !

— A 3HaKomas Bo3paxarh He Oyaer?

— Her, HUCKOMBKO. .. — IPOrOBOpHMIIa OHA C KAKOM-TO CEKYH/IHOM I'PYCThIO.

—A s %e. ... He yMeIo 0JIb30BaThcsl MeuoM ! M moueMy OH He TSKENbIiA, Be/Ib OH METAJUIMYECKUIA
WM KYIUIeH B MarasuHe Urpyuiek? — Cpocuia si, B3MaxXHyB MEUYOM.

Muppa OTIpBITHY/Ia ¥ TPOrOBOPUIIA:

— 11! OcTopoXHO M pa3MaxuBaii! 1o BCE-Taku opyxkue, a He urpymka! Meu cepeOpsiHbIi.
['onoBy oTCeuh MOXKHO OJIHAM YIApOM, TaK UTO aKKypaTHel ¢ HuM obparaiicst! CMepTesieH, TOJIbKO
€CJIU OTPYOUTD TOJIOBY, €CJIU MTPOCTO MPOTKHENTH BAMITUPA, TO €My HUYEro He OyleT, MOKaJIeYHIllb, U
TO TOJIBKO Ha BpeMsl. Ha pykosiTke ecth KpecT. OH, Kak U BeCh Meu, C/IelaHbl MHOTO BEKOB Ha3ajl B
OJIHOM IIEPKOBHOM Ky3Helle U3 OCBSAIIIIEHHOTO cepedpa, Tak YTO OTIYTHYTb UX STMM MOXHO, IPaBaa
yxe He Bcex. Hy, a Bc€ ocTanbHOe yxke 3Haellb U He IiepeMOHbCs ¢ HuMu! Ecm xoTs Obl Ha 107110
CEeKYHIbl OTBJICUEIILCS MITU 3aMEIIKACIILCS, Bpar HAHECET peralolyii yiap, Tak 4To, €I Mbl XOTUM
nobpatbest 10 Jlekca, He0OOXOOMMO OBITh XUTpee, cuiibHee U ObicTpee! Hy, 4To BOIPOCH €CTh WM
MIPUCTYIIUM K Jeity?!

— Ja, Kyzna aeBarb MOIO Ofiek1y?

— CkuiagpiBail B MeIoK. MBI cripsiuem ero B HajIEkHOM mecte. Eie Borpockl ectb?

—Ilouemy He pacckasaja, YTO BaMIMphl He OTOpackBalOT TeHU? M-H... s He yMelo MoJb30-
BaTbCSl MEYOM.

—Tenn? 4...3a0bU1a, HO pajia, YTO THI yKe BCE 3HACIIIb, @ YTO HACUET Meva, TO MPUAETCS MHO-
TOMY YUYHUThCSI, OyIEeT CIIOKHO, M €CJIM ThI yIpsiMa M TBEpla B CBOMX IIEJIsX, KaK TOBOpHJIA O TeOe
Pomana, To Bc€ obs13arenbHo nomyuntces! [poruias Biagenuia Oblia IpoOCTO MacTepoM CBOETO Jea,
TaK 4TO He MepexuBai U Tel Hayuminbcs! [IpaBma Bc€ 3To Oyaer co BpemeHeM. Hy uro, Hageoch, Ha
9TOM BOMPOCH! 3aKOHUMJIUCH?

— Jlymato, 9To 1a... — C STUMH CJIOBaMHU S BJIOXKMJIa MeU B HOXKHBI, a MUppa, 3aBsi3aB MENIOK,
3a0pocHia ero Ha Camblid BEpX OAHOM U3 COCeH. $1 ¢ yIMBIIEHHEM OTKpbLIa POT, HO, BCTIOMHUB, UTO OHA
BamIup, OJaroroxyyHo 3aKpbljia ero o0OpaTHO. BUanMo KOCTIOM NMpHaaBait Kakylo-TO JIOMOTHUTEIb-
HYIO CHJTY, IOTOMY 4TO, HaJIeB €ro, MOYyBCTBOBaIa cedst Oopee M HEMHOTO CUiibHee. Mbl meperuiu
yepe3 IOpOry M OTIIPABUIIUCH TTEIIKOM B HEM3BECTHOM HAMPABJICHUH 110 CAMBIM TEMHBIM YJIMLIAM.

— Kyna uném? — s cnpocuia Muppy, Kotopas 11j1a Bliepe/iu.

—Oxorutbest! Kyna ke emg. Keratu, He 3a0ynb, yemy s TeOs Haydywsa: CIOyIIail U CMOTpU
nanpie ceOs. Bynp BHUMartenbHei! — ¢ 3TUMM CIOBaMHU OHA YCKOPHJIACH, S TIOCTIEIIMJIA CJIEIOM.
BenymmBasich B TUIIMHY, KOTOpasi OKpykaJjla Hac, CIIbIIaa CTPEKOTaHHEe CBEPUYKOB, ITIe-TO BIIAJIEKE
APpaJTUCh KOLIKH, VX IIIyM 3arjylial BCe OCTAIbHBIE 3ByKH. 3aTeM 3BYK CTaj Oyvke v rpomue. Muppa
OCTaHOBHJIACH M CTaJIa BHIOXMBATHCS, IJIs1/151 TIO CTOPOHAM, 3aTeM CITyCTsI KaKOe-TO MIHOBEHHE MOBep-
HYJIACh U C YJIBIOKOH MTPOrOBOpHIA:

—Kaxercs, ceituac Tl morpoOyenib cedst B niepBoit oxote. [TocMoTpu BOH Tyaa, — ¢ STUMU
CJIOBAaMHM OHa yKa3asia MaJjiblieM Ha JJOPOTy 3a KYCTaMH, — YTO BUAUIIIb?

— Hy, nepyrcs kouiku, a 4ro?

—3T0 He KOUIKY — Bamnupsl! Y cyrist 1o Bcemy, OHU UTO-TO He TMOAEUIIN, — CKa3asia OHa 3JI00HO.

— Y10? DTH KOIIKHA — BaMIUPbI?!

— a! Bamnupbl criocoOHBI IEPEBOIUIOMIATLCS B KOIIEK ¥ TyMaH, UMei BBULY !

— He dwura cebe! D10 ) momyvaercss, 4To Most 6adyIIka — peABOAUTEIBHUIIA TIEJION apMUU
BaMITUpOB?! — cripocuia 51 Ha TMOJIHOM CepbE3e.
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Muppa npuiokuiIa pyKy K rojioBe 1, Kauasi e, poroBoprIa:

—Benukue npenku, HajenuTe MeHs TeprieHueM. .. PomanHa, koHeuHo ke, Het! Korka Korike
po3Hb. Bcé, He oTBekarics!

— T'ocrionu, a MHE TO YTO JefaTh cefvac? — HEMHOTO UCITYTaBIINCh, CIIPOCHIIA 1.

—Hy, Bo-niepBbIX, s He ['ocrionu, a BO-BTOpPHIX, AedcTBYi! TBOS 1ie/b yOUTh UX, THI ke OXOT-
HUIIA! — C STUMH CJIOBAMH OHA KaK-TO CTPAHHO IMMOCMOTpEJIA, YTO MHE COBCEM HE MOHPABHIIOCH.

— MHe K HUM MOJKPACThCS WM TaK BBIIPHITHYTH C KAKUM-HUOY/Ib OOCBBIM KJTMYeM?

—Ecnu yecTHO, MHe BCE paBHO, Kak ThI 9TO Oyaemb aenath. [lepen T060i 4ETKO MocTaBIeHHAS
3aga4a: yOUTh BaMITUPOB 000 11eHOi! MosKelb XOTh BIPUCAIKY, XOTh MCTIOJHUTH Tiepe]] HUMU
TaHer| cupTaku! A Korja HykHa OyJieT MOMOIIIb, TOMBKO CKaXH, s cpa3y MpHuIy! — Ipor3Hecia OHa
C YXMBLUIKOM.

— MHe HyXHa TBOSI TOMOIIb.

—Yro, Tak 6sicTpo? Hy, nagHo, s TeOe OMOry. .. — C 3TUMH CJIOBAMH OHA XUTPO YJILIOHYJIACH,
a MoTOM OYKBaJIbHO BHITOJIKHYJIA HA IOPOTY K CAMBIM KYCTaM.

— Hy, BooGriie-To 51 He 0 Tako# oMot npocuia! Hy, BeIXoauIib? — crpocuia s MIEMOTOM.

OHa TONBKO YCMEXHYJAch U, TIOKAaB TIeYaMH, CKa3asa:

— TBost 6uTBa TeOe U BoeBaTh!

1 6bLTa B MIOKeE.

— Thl X0OUenIb cKa3arh, YTO s OJHA C HUMH,... TO €CTh Hae/IUHE, ... TO €CTh s O/IHA, a MX JBoe? —
HEMHOTO 3auKasiCh, cripocuiia Muppy.

— Jla, — OTBETHIa OHA CITOKOMHO.

— Ho 3710 *e HeuecTHas O6utpa! f-1... 1 MyXu-10 06UAETh He MOTY !

—JleBouka Mosi, 3aIIOMHU, C BAMITUPAMK YeCTHBIX OMTB He ObiBaeT. Llesib — yHUUTOKUTH Bpara.
[Tponecc 3HaueHus He umeet. Pesynbrar — MEpTBBIN Bpar. OHu NMoiayT Ha BCE, oBepb MHe. U ecnu
THI 3aXOYEIIb KUTh, YOBEIIL HE TOJIBKO MYXY.

C sTriMH CclTOBaMU 51 IOCMOTpeJia Ha AepPyIIUXCs KOIIeK, 3aTeM B CTOPOHY MHUppHI 1. ..

—Oii! 51 ve xouy! [laBaii Tl Cpa3mIlIbCs C HUMHU, a 51 IOCMOTPIO, KaK 3TO JiesaeT mpodecCroHall,
a? — ¢ 9TUMH CJIOBAMH 51 yMOJISIIOIIMM B3[JISIOM ITOCMOTpEJIa B CTOPOHY JIEBYIIKH.

—To1 Gouribest? TlomawMIIb, UTO 51 TeOe roBopmiia o crpaxe? Tem Oosiee OHU eI MOJIOZIbI, OTHO-
CHUTEJIbHO KOHEYHO, HO BCE PaBHO CHJIBI Y HUX TIOKa He Gombinve, neiictByi! Tol oxotHuma! Tel cripa-
Butbcsa! S B Te0s Bepro! — mogboapria Muppa.

— Ho... — He ycniena qoroBopurh, Kak MeHs repeduia Muppa.

— XBatut! Tel BcTynmia Ha HOBYIO JJOPOTY, U €CITU TeJIb JIJIs1 TeOs1 JeWCTBUTETHHO JIOpOra, TO
OHa OIlpaB/bIBaeT cpejacTBa. PoMaHHa, mociyiai, s 3Halo, 4TO TBOEW HEPEIIUTETbHOCTHIO IBUKET
CTpax, €M Thl celiuac ux OOMIILCS, Kak cooupaenibess McTUTh Jlekcy? Tebe HeoOXOTUMO MpeosIo-
JIeTh 9TO YYBCTBO, C/IEJIaTh €r0 CBOMM COIO3HUKOM, a He BparoM. He BonHyfics, s1 Oymy psaoM, U eciu
YTO-TO MOWAET HE TakK, MoAcTpaxylo. Tebe HYyKHO W BaKHO Yepe3 3TO MPOUTH ceiuac, 4ToObl BCE
MOYYBCTBOBAaTb M UCTIBITaTh Ha ceOe. Briepén!

JlocTatouHo OBLIO TOJBKO OIHOTO YHoMUHaHUs O JIekce, Kak s cpa3y ke BcrioMHmia 1 CoHIo,
1 BCE TO, UTO MHE HYXHO OBUIO CliesiaTh, YTOOBI MTPeoaoieTh mpensrcTeus. CTpax Kyna-To UCYes.
BeiHysia Meu 13 HOXeH, TIPeICTaBUB Tiepei COOOM TOIPYTy, coOpaiach ¢ MBICTISIMU |, TPOOPABIIUCH
Yyepe3 KyCThI, CTaJla MOAXOIUTh K KOIIKaM. $1 OHATHS He UMelia, YTO JOJKHA Oblia JiesiaTh, HO MeHs
MOYEMY-TO 3TO HUCKOJILKO He cMyIaio. KoIKky mpomoskaiv ApaThCs, U TOJNBKO KOIJa s OKas3a-
Jach B TPEX MeTpax OT HUX, OHU BIPYT 3aMepiid. YCTaBUBIINUCH CBOUMU OJIECTAIIMMU TIa3KaMu U
IIIHTIS], CTAJIV TTOAXOIUTh Onvke. S cXBaTuia Med 3a PyKOSITh U HallpaBWIa Ha HUX KpecT. OHU OTCKO-
YWJTK CJIOBHO ominapeHHbie. C KakIbIM IIaroM sl MeJICHHO MPHOJTMKaIach K HUM. Bapyr oHu ocra-
HOBUJIMCh. BMECTO KOIIleK MOSIBIINCH JIBe MOJIOJICHbKUE JIEBYIIIKH, OJCThie B HAKMIKUA U3 TEMHOMU
TKaHH, CKPBIBABIIIME VX TIOJIHOCTHIO. Y OJJHOU OBbUIH 3eJIEHBIE, KaK U3yMPY/I, BOJIOCH, Y IPYTrOi — ITBETa
SIHTapsi, O4eHb KPacuBO M HeoObyHO. O0erM Ha BHJ ObUIO He OoMblie mecTHaanaTi. Ha ux nurmax
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O/IHOBPEMEHHO OTPA3MIINCh U JTIOOOMBITCTBO, U HEHaBUCTh. C3a JIeC, U Y MEHsI BO3HUKJIA MBICITb,
YTO eIlE napy MeTpOB, U OHU YIEPYT, HO Cy/sl [0 BCEMY ITOTO JIeJIaTh OHU TOYHO HE COOMPAITUCH.

—OXOTHHIa-a. .. — IPOIINIIeNa Ta, YTO ObUIa C SHTAPHBIMHU BOJIOCAMM, TIPU 3TOM 51 OTYETIIMBO
yBUjIeNa JBa KJIBIKA.

3aTem oHa MphITHY/Ia BBEPX U C NIMIICHUEM IoJIeTeNa Ha MeHs1. Bropas moBTopuia Te ke cJIoBa,
IIPU 3TOM BBICTAaBUB CBOU JUIMHHBIC, KOCTJISIBBIC PYKH. $1 BCTana v MPUroTOBWIIA Med I yaapa, HO
JeBOYKH ObUTM JTMOO OYCHb YMHBIMH, JIMOO HAC/IBIIIAHHBIMEA O Meue. Ta, 4To ObUIa C STHTApHBIMU
BOJIOCAMH, PE3KO M3MEHWJIa HAIpaBjeHUE M KHUHYJIACh MPSAMO B HOTM. DTO BCE OBUIO HACTOJBKO
OBICTPO, UTO 1 C TPYJIOM YcIieJla OTCKOUUTh B CTOpOHY. He ycriena npuiitu B ce0s1, Kak TYT ke Hajie-
TeJIa BTopasi, BHIOMB U3 pyK Med. ToJIbKO, KaXeTcs, OHa He 3HaJIa, YTO OH ObLIT OCBELIEHHBIM, 51 YCITbI-
1aja, Kak OHA B3BU3IHYJIA, a HA PyKe OCTaJICs cliefi B BUIe KpecTa. [leBuoHKa ymana, aepxkach 3a
000 KEHHYIO pyKY. Uepe3 cekyHay K Hell MmojjieTesna sHTapHast U cTajla 3aTM3bIBaTh paHy, B CAMOM
MIPSIMOM CMBICIIE.

«Cyps 1o Bcemy, Bbl CECTPBI. .. »

Bocronb3oBaBimch MOMEHTOM, TIofoOpajia Med M, CXBaTUB Kperde, rnoadexana K HuM. Bcé
MPOM30IILIO OBICTPO. fI ObLIa B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax, Korjua, 3aMaxHyBIIHNCh, YBUENA, KaK Ta, YTO 000-
XKIJ1ach, CMOTpeia Ha MEHsI CBOMMU O€3/I0HHBIMU M TPEBOKHBIMU IJ1a3aMH. BUIMMO pOICTBEHHBIH
MHCTHHKT cpaboTaJl, ¥ OHA CO BCETo pa3Maxy TOJKHYJIa BTOPYIO, KOTOpasi 3aIM3bIBajia pyKy U HUYEro
BOKpYT HE 3amMeyvasia, a yaap MpUILIECS MO JEBYIIKE ¢ U3yMPYIHbIM LIBETOM BoJioc. ['osioBa crierena
C IJIEY Ha3eMb, a 3aT€M PYXHYJIO U caMo Teslo. Heckobko ceKyH[ CIycTsl HU TOJIOBBI, HU Tesa He
CTaJIo, TOJIbKO MaJIeHbKasl KOJKaHasl BEpEBOYKA C KAKMM-TO TaJJMCMaHOM OCTaJach JIeKaTh HA 3eMIIE.
I cTosna, CJIOBHO KOHTYKEHHAs!, U HUIYEro He MOIJIa MTOHSITh, B CO3HAHUE MTPUBEN TUKUI KpuK. Korma
MIOBEPHYJIACh, TO YBHUJIENA HECYIIyIOCsS Ha MEHs MEepBYIO IeBUOHKY, KOTOpasi BbUIM3bIBaa paHy. EE
MO OBUIO CKOPYEHO T'PUMACO HEHABUCTH U 37100bI, OHa OeXkasa Ha MEHsl, BBITSHYB Tiepes] coOoi
pyku ¢ korrsamu. [Ipbokok! Bamax pykoit! Tskénoe teo ynauo HazeMb, IoOJ0Ba Jiexkasa psioM. JTO
ObL1a He 5.

— Tol ycHyna?! — BIPYT ycibliliajia 3a CIUHOM rojioc Muppsl.

— Her... — ene BoimaBwia us ceds.

—Eme ayth-uyTh 1 T€Os1 Ob1 He cTasio. [To3apasiisio, Tl TOUTH YCHIEHTHO MPOIIUIA Kpelenue. B
o011eM, 17151 IEpBOro pa3a O4YeHb Jake HeryIoX0! — MPOroBoprIa OHA C YJIBIOKOH, ITOXJIONAB I10 1Yy .

— E€ maza... oHa moru6na pagy CecTphl...He TaKue yXK OHU U OeccepieyuHble. .., — C STUMHU
CJIOBaMHU $1 TIOJIHsLJIA C 3€MJIA TOT CaMblil TAJIMCMaH.

—Ilepecranb, a MOTOM OTKYyAa ThI 3HAEIIb, UTO ITO cecTpa’? — ¢ yAUBJIEHUEM cipocuia Muppa.

— He umelo npencrasiienus. . .

—Yt0310? A HY, Iali-Ka IOCMOTPETb. .. — C ITMMH CJIOBAMH OHA B3s1JIa Y MEHSI U3 PyK TaJIMCMaH
Y HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OY€Hb BHUMATEJILHO €ro pasrJisablBaa.

— ThI 3Haemb, YTO ITO TaKOE? — BAPYT CIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Her, a 4t0 3107 — BONPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OTBETHUIIA S1.

—Buuinb, BOT TOT 3HAaK. .., — C STMMH CJIOBAMU OHA YKa3aJja MpaBbIM MU3MHIIEM Ha YEPHBIN
I[BETOK, M300paXE€HHBIN Ha amMyJieTe B IIeHTpe Kpyra. S mokavasa rojioBoH. . ., — Tak BOT 3T0 YEpHBbIii
Mak! DTu TaJIMCMaHbl HOCSIT TOJILKO BAMITUPHI, MIPUHAJIJIEKAIIIME K KOPOJIEBCKON ceMbe!

Iro 3HaK gamwuii! U cynst mo Bcemy, MbI TOJIBKO UTO YOUJIH JBYX OCOO KOPOJIEBCKUX KpoBei! —
3aTeM OHa NOCMOTpeia Ha MEeHSI.

— A namuu 310 KT0?

— JlaMum — 3T0 pa3HOBUAHOCTH BAMITMPOB, HO TIOMUMO KPOBH OXOTHHKOB, IBIOT €€ KPOBb
TIOXUINEHHBIX MJIA/ICHIIEB, [1a 1 OOOHSIHUE Y HUX Pa3BUTO Ky/Ia JIyYIlle HAIllero, TaK YTo, AyMalo, CKOpO
MOXaJyIOT rocTu!

[Nopa cBanuBath, a TO HAOETYT POACTBEHHUKH, MOMPOOYH UM OOBSCHUTD, YTO OHH CITyYaiHO
YMEpJH...— C STUMHU CJIOBAaMU OHA CXBaTWUJIa MEHs 3a PYKYy M OBICTPBHIMHU IIaramMy TOBeJa Kyaa-To
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B Jiec. § OblTa B IIOKE OT CIYYMBIIETrocs U, He yOpaB Meu, Tak U Hecja B pyKe, MOJTHOCTBIO TTOAYH-
HUBIIMCH, Muppe. YunTelb oKa3agach nmpaBa, KOrja ckas3aja, 4To MepBYIO KepPTBY TPYJHO 3a0bITh.
Benp Kak 1 y He€, nepas kepTBa 4YeM-TO BblienniIack. BUukont u Ilar nmogpanucek n3-3a He€, HO BCE
3aKOHYMJIOCH OJIaronoyvHo st BUKOHTa, y MeHs, e Bc€ ObLIO coBceM HaoOOpoT. Maio Toro, 4to s
ApaJiach C IBYMsI IOHBIMH JIEBYIIIKAMH, 12 K TOMY 3K€ 9TO ObUIM JIAMHMH 3HATHOTO POJIA, & 3TO O3HAYAJIO,
YTO BCE ITO IJII MEHS IapOM He MpoiAET. B siydrieM ciydae OyeT MyduTh COBECTD JI0 KOHIIA THEH,
B XY/IIIIEM... Ha MeHsI 0OBABAT OXOTYy. Jla ¥ He TOJNIBKO Ha MeHsI, HO ¥ Ha Muppy, XOTs el mporie,
Ha HE€ yKe OXOTUIIHCH.

—U 4ro teneps nenats? — cpocuia s, Korqa Muppa ocTaHOBHIJIACh OKOJIO KaKoro-To 3adpo-
IIEHHOT'O IOMHUKA B JIECY.

3arauyB MeHsl BHYyTpb, OHa OTBETHUJIA!

—Jla, ObIBaa 51, KOHEYHO, B CAMBIX pa3HBIX CUTYallMsIX, HO B TIOJOOHON HU pa3y. Ham HyxkeH
IJTaH. 3HAYUT TaK..., — C STUMHU CJIOBaMH OHA CHslJIa HAKUJIKY U, IIPUCEB HA JIEPEBSIHHYIO CKAMENKY,
MMpoaoJIKUIIA, — ... HaM BCE PaBHO HE CIIPATATbCA. A YBEPEHA, 4TO Ha TOM MCCTEC, II€ Mbl IPUKOHYNJIN
9TUX OEBYOHOK, ceryac CYETATCA UX POACTBEHHUYKH. Pano mim I1I03JHO OHU )106CPYTC5I n 00 9TOro
MECTa, ¥ YTO CaMOe MHTEPECHOE — U Y HUX U y MEHs 10 paccBeTa BpeMEHHU He Tak yx U MHoro! C
OJIHOM CTOPOHBI — 9TO XOPOIIIO, C IPYTOM — KaK-TO HE OYEHb! — 3aTeM OHa HaJl YeM-TO 3ayMaJlach.

Bcé€ 310 Bpemsi, moka oHa roBoprJIa, st BHUMAaTEIbHO ciymaia. B e€ rojoce OblM TpeBOXKHBIE
HOTKH, 3TO U IOHATHO, ecii Muppa He 3HaJa, 4To JieNaTh, s 1 nogaBHo. OHa Toxxe OKa3ajiach NEeIKOn
B pyKax yMeJIOro U XUTPOro IMaxMaThCTa, HO TaK ke KaK U sl He TIoIo3peBaia 00 9TOM, Aymasi, YTo
BCE AEPKUT MO KOHTPOJIEM.

I'naBa VIII. Bu3upsb
—Muppa, Hey:KeJM HallH JieJla HACTOJIBKO TUIOXH, KaK Thl TOBOPHIIIH? ! — B3BOJIHOBAHO CITPOCHIIA

OHa nogHs1a TOJIOBY M, TOCMOTPEB HA MEHSI CBOMMU CBETJIBIMU IJ1a3aMH, CKa3asia:

—K coxanenuto, na. Ho 6e3BbIXOIHBIX CUTYallMil He ObIBaET, TOMHM 00 3TOM BCerjaa. JTo eme
ovH ypok. Tak 4to He yHbIBaii, Mbl 00s13aTebHO BhiOepemMcsi! Keratu, y Tebs 3epkaso ¢ codoit?

— Jla, KOHEYHO. .. — C 9TUMH CJIOBAMH $I I0CTaJIa €ro U3 KapMaHa.

Oma B3sJ1a €ro 1, MOCTaBMB Ha OOYKY, T/Ie YKe ropesia cBeva, cKasasa:

—Pomana, 51 3Ha10, THI MEHSI CIIBIIIUIIIb, TIOKAKKCH! — MOCIIe €€ CJIOB B 3epKaJjie MOSBUIICS Y4u-
TeJIb.

— ¥V Bac 4To-TO CIIYUIUIOCH?

— Ha. ¥ Hac ¢ Pomoil MajieHbKue HENpUATHOCTH, — OTBETWIa Muppa ¢ KakUM-TO XOJIOAKOM
B ToJIoCe.

— Heyxenu ectb mpoOeMbl, KOTOPBIX Thl HE MOKEIIIb PEIIuTh, Muppa? — 3TH CJIOBa OHA CKa3aa
C KaKOM-TO U3AEBKOM, HO Muppa He oOpaTuia Ha 3TO HUKOTO BHUMAHUS.

— K coxanenuio, s1 He BceMoryia, kak Tede Kaxercsi, HO Jiesio He B 3toM. Ceifuac omoInb
HyXHa OOJIbIIIe HE MHE, a TBOEW YUCHHIIE, — CKa3alla OHa CEPhE3HO.

— Yo cyunnoch? — CHOBa CIIPOCHJIa YUHUTENb, 0OECIIOKOEHHO MOCMOTPEB Ha MEHS.

— Mp1 yowmm nByx jnamuii! — ckazana Muppa.

[Tpu 3THX cOBaXx I71a3a yYUTes sl CTAI HEMHOTO OOJIBIIEe, M OHA OCTOPOKHO CITPOCHJIA!

— A y HUX OBUTH aMyJIETHI. .. — HO He yCIiesa 3aKOHYUTh, Kak e€ nepeduna Muppa.

— Tb1 umeentb B BUILY BOT 3TH?

[Nocne yBUAEGHHOTO OHA BHIPYrajiach Ha HETIOHSATHOM SI3bIKE U TIPOrOBOPUIIA!

— Jla-a... BBl 3J0pPOBO BIMILIM. DTO Jo4epu camoro Busups, a oH 3TOro Tak He OCTaBUT. Y
HEro yxe yOusM OTHOTO ChIHA, U OH JKECTOKO OTMCTHII 00umunky, a Candup u U3ympyn s Hero
CBATHIE, — CKa3aJla OHA 03a00YEHHO.
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— Busups?! — npuceB, omapaiieHo rnporopopria Muppa. Beuto BUIHO, YTO OHa OblIa clierka
HalyraHa.

— A xto 310T BU3upsb? — cipocuna £, eie He MOHUMasi BCEH OMacHOCTH.

Muppa nocMotpesia Ha MEHs U cKa3aa:

— Busupb — 310 gaas Jlekca! OH o4eHb KeCTOKUIN M Oe3KaJIOCTHBIN, KaK K BaMITUPaM, TakK U
K JIOISIM, a [P0 OXOTHUKOB JIy4llle He clipalinBarh. ENMHCTBEHHbIE, K KOMY OH OTHOCWJICS MUJIO-
CEepIHO, TaK 3TO K KEHE U JIETSM.

— A 4r0, Jlekca oH Toxe He JTIoouT?

— K cuactsio s camoro Jlekca, HeT. Beas MIMEHHO U3-3a ero oTiia, a MoToM 1 u3-3a Jlekca emy
HE JI0CTaJIach BJIACTh HaJl BCEMU BaMIMpamu! — ckazana Muppa.

— $1 He noHMMalo, YTO 3HAYMT, U3-32 HETO EMY HE JI0CTaJIach BJIACTh?

— 4 cama eii pacckaxy, Muppa, — BAPYT cKka3ajia yuuTelb.

—ITonumaenib, Poma, y BaMrnupoB, Kak W y JIIOAei, CyIIeCTBYeT CBOsSI uepapxusi Biactu. Tak
BOT, KOrjia eme He poawics oterl Jlekca, Bcemu BaMIipaMu IIpaBul Uux jJef, ero 3sam Hyrac. On
ObLT MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM, CUJIbHBIM U MYAPBIM BaMIIMPOM. Y €ro KeHbl POAUJIOCH JIBA ChIHA, 3TO OTell
Jlexca — bpan u naas Jlekca — Busupb. EcrecTBeHHO, B Cilyyae CMEpPTH Aella BJIACTh MEepenacTcs
CTapIeMy ChiHY, a CTapimM OblT Kak pa3 Busupb. Ho kak roBoputcs, He ObiBaeT 6€3 MajieHbKOTO
«HO», U 3TUM CaMbIM «HO» OKa3aJIoCh TO, YTO BU3upb poauics JaMuei, To ecTh, OH He ObUT YHUCTO-
KPOBHBIM BaMITUPOM, @ Y BJIACTH IO 3aKOHY JOJKEH CTOSITh TOJIBKO «YKCTHIA» BaMIHp, Oe3 BCAKUX
npumeceil. Bumumo, 3To nepeaanock oT ero MaTepu, KoTopasi B CBOIO ouepe/ib Oblla YUCTOKPOBHOM
namuent. EcrectBeHHO, 6€3 BCAKMX BOIPOCOB HACJAEAHUKOM cTasl bpaH. ['ofibl 1111, CBIHOBBSI POCIIH,
Y POAUTENSIM HEOOXOAMMO OBLIO JESTMKATHO OOBSICHUTH, MOYEMY HACJIETHUKOM SIBUJICS MJIQIINM, a
He crapimii. Korga Busupb y3Han npruuuHy, OH BOSHEHABHIE MaTh M BCSYECKH TBITAJICS YOUTD €€,
HO PS1/IOM BCerzia OKa3blBAIUCh NpegaHHble Bamnupbl Hyraca, kotopsie 3amumanu e€. Korga Hyrac
TIOHSLJT, YTO CBIH HE OCTABUT B TIOKOE HU €ro eHy, Hi OpaTa, pel1 onpaBuTh Bu3ups nmogasblie ot
ceMbr. Kak HM yMOJISIT OCTaBUTH €ro joma Busnpb, HUYEro He BBIXOIUIIO, OTell ObLT HEMPEKJIOHEH,
CJIOBHO ckasta! EMy ObLI0 JKaJIKo ChiHa, HO Belb Tak ObUIO JTyullie st cembu. Eciu B cTazie mosiBiis-
nach O0JIbHASI OBLIA, e€ MO0 YOUBaIH, TMOO OTTOPaKUBAJIA OT OCHOBHOT'O CTa/1a, YTOOBI HE 3apa3uTh.
Bor Tak orer u noctynui. Buzups B OyKBJIBHOM CMBICIIE CJIOBA BAJISJICS HA KOJIEHSIX Mepejl Mate-
PbIO ¥ BBIMAJIMBAJ y HE€ MPOIIEHbsI, HO KaK Obl TSKEJIO €f HU ObLIO, OHA MPUHUMANIa Oe3pa3InaHbIil
Buj1. Korma ero otnpasiisiiiv K AajbHUM POACTBEHHUKAM MaTepH, eMy ObLIO 1Bajalarh jeT. Torna on
TIOKJISIJICS, YTO PAHO WJIM TIO3IHO OTOMCTHUT POIOMTENSIM, OpaTy ¥ BCeM TeM, KTO He MOJJIepKall ero B
TOT MOMeHT. OH KpHyaJl, 4TO CO3/1aCT CBOIO UMITEPUIO JIAMHUIA — CHJIbHYIO, BBIHOCJIUBYIO, Oecroma-
HYIO, U TOTJ]a BCE MO3HAIOT ero rHeB! OH MOKJISJICS, YTO HUKOMY He Oy/IeT NOIa/ibl, KTO He SIBIISIeTCS
namuert. Bpems 1o, Bcé 6oniee MeHee yaeraoch. bpaH BeIPOC, BO3MYKa, CTaJl CUJIBHBIM M CIIpa-
Be/IJIMBBIM BammpoM. OTell UM O4eHb TOpPAWJICS, Beb MMEHHO TaKUM OH XOTeJl BUIETh OyIyIiero
nopesuTtesis. 3ateM bpaH BmOOWIICS, JKEHWIICS, U y HETO POIMIIOoch Tpu cbiHa: OpinaH, JIekc u BUKOHT.
VY Busups TeM BpeMeHeM pOIWIMChH /1Ba ChblHA U jABe Aouepu. Crycts mapy croneruil, oren bpana
yMep MpH OYeHb CTPAHHBIX OOCTOSITENLCTBAX, a CITYCTS €II€ HECKOJIBKO HOYel ymepia U UX Marh.
Uepes kakoe-To BpeMsl B 3aMOK K Bpany npuexan Busupb, yemy O6part oueHb o0pagoBascs! Busupb
TIOKJISIJICS, YTO MCHPABIJICS U 371a Ha ceMblo Oosiee He aeprkai. O monpocui bpana moBugarbes ¢
POIUTENISIMU, HO KOTjIa Opar cKasajl, 4To OTell U MaThb yMepiu, Busupb ObUl yAMBIEH U OnevasieH,
YTO Mpesk/e HUKOIZA 32 HUM He 3amedanu. HeMHoro noropesas, OH czienan npeajioxeHue bpany.
[Monpocuit, YTOOBI TOT XKEHUJT CBOMX CHIHOBEH Ha ero 1o4epsix, Ho bpaH oTkazascs, Tak Kak 3TO ObLIH
Opathsi 1 cE€cTpbl. Busuphb Joiro yroapusai Opara, FOBOPUI, YTO TAKUM 00pa3oM OHHM CHOBa OymyT
APYKHOW, KPENKOM CEMbEN, Kak paHblle, HO bpaH HM B KaKylo He coriaiascs U nonpocui Busups
HE TOBOPHUTH 00 3TOM TuieMsiHHMKaM. KoHeuno, Busupb pa3osnuics 1, morpo3uB TeM, YTo BCE paBHO
OyleT Tak, Kak Xo4eT OH, yexasl. Ero He Buaenu em€ HeCKONbKO CTONeTUi. 3ateM B ceMbe Jlekca
cayuniach Tpareausi. OTia, MaTh ¥ BUKOHTa yOUIIM, TOBOPSAT, YTO TO ObLIM OXOTHHUKH, YTO CHJIBHO
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notpsicyio Beex. Jlonroe Bpems BaacTh HUKOMY He npuHaiexkana. Crapmmii Opar, OpiaH, OTKa3acs
BO3IJIABUTh BAMIMPOB, TaK KaK CYATAJI, YTO BCE, KTO BCTAIOT BO IJIaBe, 0OSI3aTeNIbHO YMUPAIOT. JIeKe
ObLT IPYTUM, OH He ObLI CTOJIb CyeBEpPEH, JIIOUI OTIA U MOKJISJICS, YTO OTOMCTUT yOUIIIe U, BO3IJIa-
BUB TPOH, crenan OpiaHa cBOoei MpaBoi pyKoil. 3aTeM CIycTs ellE napy cTojeTui sisuics Busupb.
Opmnan npocut Jlekca He MpUHUMATH €10, HO JIeKke ycrokowms OpaTa, CKa3aB, 4To B ClIy4ae ONMacHOCTU
CMOJKET 3alUTUTDb CEMBIO. 517151, y3HAB O CMEPTH, PEIIIT BCE-TaKU JOOUTHCS TOTO, Yero TaK CTPACTHO
XOTeJI MHOTO JIET, ¥ BO UTO ObI TO HH CTaJIO, BBIIATh 3aMYX CBOMX Jiouepeid. A BCE AJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI Te
COBPEMEHEM B3sUJIM BCIO BJIACTh B CBOU PYKH, KaK M YUWJI UX oTell. Busupb cHoBa mpocuunTacs. Jlekc
HE TOJIBKO OTKA3aJICs OT MPEIOKEHHSI, HO U MOCTABIJI YIbTUMATYM, YTO ecii Bu3upb He MpeKkpaTuT
CBOM TIOTIBITKYM 3aXBaTa BJIACTU, OH MPUKAKET €ro Ka3HUTh Ha MpaBax MOBEIUTENS BCEX BAMITUPOB.
Ckazarb, yTo Busupb ObLT 3071, 3HAUUT, HUYETO He cka3aTh. OH He 3HaJI, YTO JI0 CBoel cMepTu bpan
coOpaJt CBIHOBEH U paccKa3al UM O TOM, Yero TaKk OTYAsTHHO JOOWBAJICS Asisl U IPEOCTEPEr UX OT
JaJbHEeUIIMX MOMBITOK. BoT mostomy Busups, Msrko rosopsi, HenomoOnuBaeT Jlekca, na u Tenepb
BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX, — 3aKOHYMJIA YUHTETb.

Cnymast pacckas, s CJIOBHO nepexuiia Bc€ cama. [Touemy-To MHe cTajio *kaib JIlekca u Bcio ero
CeMblo, a 0cOOeHHO OpaTta BukoHTa.

— Yuurens, a Opat, KOTOPBIA TOrMO, 9TO M OBUT TOT caMblii BHKOHT, PO KOTOPOTrO BB MHE
pacckasbiBay? — BAPYT CIIPOCUJIA 51, O YEM cama MIOTOM TOoKaJlena.

Yuurens TSKeNO B3AOXHY/IA U MOYTH MEMNOTOM POrOBOPUIIA!

— Ia, HO naBaii He OyzeM 00 3ToM!

—Crymaiite, a MOXeT, MbI Bce IoMAEM Ko MHe? O Muppe ckaxy, 4To OHa MOsI TIOApYTa, Ipue-
XaJia MocTymnarh, HO MOKa He Hallllla MEeCTO, T7Ie )KUTh U Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsl OCTAaHOBUTCSA y Hac! Mama
OyzieT coryacHa.

— Her. Ceituac Tebe Hemb3sl MOSABIATHCS IoMa! — CKazaia 03a00UeHHO yUHTeb.

—ITouemy? Bcé paBHO 1HEM s1 Oyny B 6e30macHOCTH. Bammupsl ske BEAyT TOIbKO HOUHOM 00pa3
KU3HU !

— Bc€ paBHO Henb3s. OHM HaiioyT, riae Obl Tl HU Obuta! f TeGe He roBopuia 06 3TOM, HO Y
OXOTHHMKOB €CTh CBOH 3aI1ax, 110 KOTOPOMY UX MOTYT HAWTH. Y JJaMHii OY€Hb CUJIBHO Pa3BUTO OOOHSI-
HHE, TaK YTO OHM BCE PaBHO TeOsI BBIYMCIIAT, M IOTOM THI K€ HE XOUelllb, YTOOBI TBOSI CEMbsI ITOCTpa-
naja u3-3a 1e0s, npapa? — cKasaia yuuTeb.

— Her! Koneuno, He xouy, HO uTO Tor/a fenath? Eciu He nmosiBimock JoMa, MeHs rotepsiioT. He
X04y, YTOOB MamMa U BCe OCTaJIbHbIE OECTIOKOMIIMCH! — C TPEBOTOM B TOJI0CE CKa3asa .

Bouapwiace trmmHa. MeHst 3T0 HacTOpoxuio. Beap ecim MOXHO ObUIO Obl PEIIUTH 3TOT
BOIIPOC JIETKO U OBICTPO, OHU OBl yKe YTO-HUOYAb MPUIYMAaJIH, HO OHU MoTYauti. §l mocmMoTpena cHa-
Yaja B cTopoHy MUppBI, a 3aTeM Ha CBOEro yuuTes B 3epkaje. O6e o uéM-To gymanu. CrycTss MUHYT
AeCSITh yUUTeNb CKa3aa:

— Ectb 01HO peinienue, Ho 6010Ch YTO MOCIIe CKa3aHHOTO. .. B 001eM, Y TeOsI TOMEHSIeTCsI B3IJISA
Ha MUD, — IOTOBOPHUJIA OHA.

—YT0 BB MIMeeTe B BULy? — CITPOCHIIA 51, KAK-TO HACTOPOKEHHO OOSICh YCIIBIIIATh YTO-TO OYEHb
TUIOXOE.

— Thl roTOBa yCTBIIIATh IPABAY? — CIPOCHIIA YUUTEIh.

— Jla, — C OJIHO¥M YBEPEHHOCTHIO IPOrOBOPHIIA 51.

B TOT MOMeHT s OblTa TOTOBA YCIIBIIIATH BCE YTO YTOTHO!

—Xopol1io, Torjaa ciaymai u He nepeduBaid. [IoMHHUIIB TOT JeHb, KOTA BB ¢ IOAPYTOM OTIpa-
BWJIMCh CJIEAUTH 32 JIEKCOM M ero KoMIaHuel Ha Kiaaowuiie?

— IomHio!

Jlasbiiie 51 ctana BCIyIIMBATHCS B KaXJI0€ CJIOBO, OOSICh MPOIYCTHUTS JIIOOYIO caMylo MeJTbyai-
MIYIO JeTallb.
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—Bcé€, uro Tam mpouzorio, 6610 Mpapaou. [lasbiiie TOMHHUIIb, YTO Tl POCHYJIACH YKe A0Ma,
1 Bce Te0s1 yBEpsUIM, UTO C TOTO CiIydasi mpoIuio a8a roga. Ceituac e Thl OKOHUMIIA KO Uy TeOsI
BBIITYCKHOM OaJl, He TpaB/a Jin? — CHOBA CIPOCHJIa OHA, IOCMOTPEB C OJKMIAHUEM OTBETA.

—[a, HO-0,... OTKY/a Tbl BCE 3TO 3HACIb? — C YAUBJIEHUEM U C KAKOW-TO TPEBOIOM CITPOCUJIA S1.

—Ceituac 310 HeBaxkHO! ['1aBHOE TO, uTO BCE 310 Henpasaa! [lonumaenis? Henpasaa Hauanach
C MOMEHTa, KOT/1a Thl TPOCHYJIACh M1OCJIE ITOM HOYHOM CIeXKHU! — cKa3asia yuuTesb, IS4 B [J1a3a.

—Yro-TO 5 HE coBceM NOHUMaIO. Thl XOUelIb CKa3aTh, YTO BCE, YTO CO MHOM IPOUCXOAUT cerlvac
— 3TO IO MOEro BooOpakeHus? Y MeHs, YTO Havasiach mu3odpeHus?

—Her. Ona umeer B Bujy, 4TO cefyac Thl ’KUBEIIL HE B CBOEM MHUPE, 4 CKAKEM TakK, B «IOJI-
aenke». B TBOEM Mupe O cHX TOp 3UMa, Thl HE OKOHYMJIA IIKOJTY, HO TO, 4To JIeKkc caenan ¢ TBoeu
OIHOKJIaccHULeH — npaBaa! He npoliuio u mecsiia ¢ Toro MOMEHTa, Kak Bbl YIIUIM CJIEJUTh 32 HUM, —
cKaszasia Muppa.

Sl moHMMaa TOJIBKO OTHO: YeM OOJIbIIIe MHE PaCcCKa3bIBaJIM, TEM OOJIBIIIE S 3aITy THIBJIACH OKOH-
YaTeJbHo.

— D70 NoNyyaercs, 4To y Moero Opara HeT MaIllvHbl, U 5 He TyJisio ¢ Cepéroii?

— Hy, ecim 310 TeOs1 TaK BOJHYET, TO J1a, — OTBETHJIA YAUBIEHHO Muppa.

—Tak 4ro *e... cefiyac 3UMa, ¥ C TOr0 BPEMEHH 51 HM pa3y He MosiBisach JoMa? — enie Tpe-
BOKHEW ITPO3BYYasl MOW BOIIPOC.

—Her. Ilonumaeliib, 3T0 B 3TOM MHpe MPOIILIO MOYTH JIBA FOfIa, a B TOM AEUCTBUE 10 CUX TOP. ..
— Muppa 3amomnuana, Kak Obl IOIOMpasi HyXKHbIE CIOBA, 3aT€M OHA CHOBA MPOAOIKHIA, —... TaM
BpEMS1 CTOUT, HO BCE UTO ThI JIeJIaelllb 3/IECh — ITO BCE Mpasja. ITo He coH! U Thl He cMOkelTb ITOro
3a0bITh! Ecnu ceromHs He MpuAEIIb JOMOW, 3HAUEHHS 9TO UMeTh He Oyner. Be€, uro mpon3oiaer ¢
TOOOM 3/1eCh, TO TIPOM3OMAET ¢ TOOOH U TaM, B TOM BpeMeHH, IIOHMMaelllb? — cripocuia Muppa.

— Kaxertcs, Hert... HO uTo Torga cervac ¢ CoHeii?

— A ¢ Coneit Bc€ 10, 0 4éM s roBopmiia Tebe panbine! Beap 1o 3aeIHUM MepKaM MPOIILIO
TIOYTH JIBa rofia! — BAPYT OTBETUIIA YUUTEITb.

— Ho kto Bc€ 310 caenan? [Mouemy Bc€ 310 mpoun301io? — He YHUMAJIAch 51 C PacCIpocamu.

«Boo011ie, Kakoi-To MOTHBINA Opef!» — MPOHECTIOCh B TOJIOBE.

— Mpul He 3HaeMm, — ckazana Muppa, TOCMOTPEB KaK-TO CTPAHHO HA YUHUTEIS.

— A 4ro nienath ceityac? Beab camu ropopute, J0MOM HeJlb3si?

WU onate ouyepennas joxs! Bpems 110, Tak Kak ¥ JODKHO ObUIO MATH. S NEHCTBUTENBHO
YaCTUYHO NOTepsla MaMsITh, IOITOMY U HE IOMHWJIA, KaK YYMJIaCh, OKOHUMJIA LIKOJTY ¥ MHOTOE JIpY-
roe. Jleno ObUIO B TOM, YTO MCYE3HOBEHUE OJIM3KOW MOAPYTY OBUIO ISl MEHsI HACTOJIBKO CUJIbHBIM
CTPECCOM, 4TO MOE€ TOJCO3HAHKE MPOCTO KATETOPUIECKH OTKA3bIBAaJIOCh B 3TO BEPHUTh U, YTOOBI HE
COUTHU C yMa, /1aJ10 KOMaH/1y MO3Ty OTKJIIOUUTh 4acTh BOCIIOMMHAHMI. CaMu 3HaeTe, 4To yejoBeye-
CKUH MO3T' IO KOHIIA HEe U3yUYeH U TIePUOINIECKH MTPETIOHOCUT YIEHBIM CIOPIIPU3HI, KaKk ObI TOBOPH,
YTOOBI OHU HE pacciadiisIiCch, MPOAOIIKAst ero u3yvyarb. Ho onsrth e 5 BCIO 3Ty JIOKb Chella KakK
JIOKKY CTYHIEHKH, pa3Be YTO TOJIBKO JOOABKH HE TOMPOCHIIA, TIOTOMY YTO HE OUEHb JIIOOJTIO CIIaIKOe.
Bor Tak BOT....

«— Bom 6edv 2adunvl kakue! — npozosopuna Aiiea.
— He 3a0vi8aii, Aiisa, umo Muppa modice okazanacs newkoli 8 eé pykax, max umo 2a0uta 30ect
OOHa, HO 3HAEUlb, MO CMAHOBUMCS 0aHCe UHMEPECHO! »

— HyxHo yxomuTh oTciofia U HemeuieHHOo! Muppa, rie y TeOs Onmukaiiiee MecTo Howiera? —
CIIPOCHJIa YUUTENb, TIOCMOTPEB B CTOPOHY JAEBYIIKH, KOTOpasi 10 CUX TOp CUjela, Ha IepeBsIHHON
CKaMeiKe 0 YEM-TO 3aJyMaBIIIHCh.

Ona nocMoTpera KyJa-To B IyCTOTY, a IOTOM CKa3aJia:
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—Mecrt y Menst MHOTO. Ha ceBepe B iecsiTi KWJIOMETpax OTCIo[a HAXOAUTCS cTapoe 3a0poIeH-
HOe KJ1agouIie oXOTHUKOB. OHO KOHEYHO HEOOJBIIIOE, HO TaM €CTh APy XOPOIIEHBKHX CKJICTIOB, TJIe
MOKHO YKPBIThCsl. K TOMY e TaM MOBCIOly CTOUT 3alaX OXOTHUKOB, TaK YTO HAIIMX IpecieaoBaTe-
Jield TO 3aCTaHeT BpacIyiox ! — ckazana Muppa ¢ JIErKon yIbIOKOH.

— A MBI ycrieeM J10 paccBeTa?

ITocne 3tux cnos Muppa nocMoTtpesia B OKHO, Ha JIMLIE MOSIBUJIaCh TPEBOTa.

— Paccaer yxe ckopo...

—Tak, Muppa, CKOJIbKO NMPUMEPHO BPEMEHM OCTaloCch? — cHpocuia oHa. Muppa ewmg pas
MIOCMOTpEJIa B OKHO M, IOMOJTYaB Napy CEKyH/[l, OTBETUIIA!

— Camoe 6oJbliee — 3TO OT MOTYTOpa A0 JBYX YacoB!

—JlecaTh KMIOMETPOB 3a TOJTOpa Yaca, Aa OexaTh MPUAETCA ObICTPO M 6€3 OCTAHOBOK, €C/n
XOTUTE YCIETh, — 33 lyMUMBO MIPOrOBOPHJIA YUUTEITb.

— A moGnvke HAYero HeT? — CIpocuIa s.

— K coxastleHuio, HeT, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— 41 He cMory Gexarb Tak ObICTPO. S Ha ypokax (PU3KYJIBTYpbl MUJIIO ITpoderaa ¢ TpyJaoM, He
TO 4TO JECATh KAJIOMETPOB 3a MOJITOpa yaca! — ckasaja sl ¢ UpOHUEH.

— Yro ke, MpuAETCs MOCTapaThCsl, €CAU XOYelllb BbDKUTH! — ckazasia Muppa, noamnpanisist
Carioru.

—PomanHa, Thl OXOTHUK. OXOTHHK JIOJKEH OBITh CHUIBHBIM M BBIHOCIMBBIM. [IpesictaBb, 4To
npeciieyelib A0IrOXAaHHYIO LieJb, U TeOe HU B KOEM ClTydyae HeJlb3s1 OCTAaHABIIMBATHCS, MHAYE YITy-
CTHUIIIb. DTO TBOW €JMHCTBEHHBIN IIaHC. ThI IOJKHA TIOCTAPaThCs M BEPHUTH B Ce0s1, UTO CMOXKEIIIb 3TO
chesnaTh, TOraa BCE MOMyIUTCs, — 3a00T/IMBO CKa3asia yunTesib. Bricyias e€, s KOHEYHO OIeHIIa BCIO
CepbE3HOCTh CUTYAIMU, HO TAPAHTUPOBATH CBOM JICHCTBUS B 3TOM IUIaHe He Morja. S1 MoimkHa ObITh
BBIHOCJIMBOM, Be/lb BIIEPEIU MPEACTOSIIO CPAXKEHUE, U HU OTHO, HO K CaMOMY IJIAaBHOMY sI JOJIKHA
ObiTh TOTOBa. COHSI — BOT OCHOBHAS 11eJIb, U 51 IOJDKHA JIO He€ T0OpaThCs, BO UTO OBl TO HU CTaJIO!
Mowu mblcu npepBaJl BCTPEBOKEHHbIN I'0J1I0C MupphI:

— Yépr! Onm yxe 6musko. Pomanna, 6esxim!

S cxBaruia 3epKajio, eme pa3 MOCMOTPEJIA B HETO M YBUJIETA CEPhEZHOE JIUIIO YUUTES:

— Yiauu BaM, 1eBOYKH! DTO TBOM €OUHCTBEHHBIN 11aHc, Pomanna! EnuHcTBeHHBII !

—Cnacu60! — ¢ TUMU CJIOBaMU TIOJIOKUIIA 3epPKaJIbIle B KapMaH, a Me4 B HOJKHBI M BhIOeKasa
ciieiom 3a Muppoit.

JleByiika 6esxasa oueHb OBICTPO U JIETKO, s %Ke C TPYJOM 3a Hell ycrieasa. 51 mymana, 4To CHJIbI
el mpu1aBaJIio TO, YTO OHA ObLIa BAMITUPOM, HO BCE OKA3aJI0Ch COBCEM TIO-JIPyroMy ... .. Bc€ okazanoch
HAMHOTO TITyOXe.

«— Koneuno, acé 2z0pazoo aayoborce. JIoou cuumarom, umo ecau mol 6aMIUpP, 0O0OPoOmeHts, 8edbma
UAU CYuyecmeo Opy2oeo pooa, 3HAUUN, Mbl 00AA0AEULL CEEPXCNOCOOHOCMAMU, U 8CE MO MOALKO O1a-
200aps momy, Ymo mul poouncs He uenosexom. Kaxoui aocypo! U eoobuse, y mens 3a0Huya 3amexaa
cuoeme.... Bosvbmu 6om nouumaii, st noka pazomnycs! — eozmyusancst Onee.

— Tol He 3abbl8ali, umo OHA ewé MHO2020 He 3HANA HA MOM MOMEHM 8peMeHU. Mo HaM ¢
OO0 C PONHCOEHUSL 2060PUNUL, UINO BCE HE3ABUCUMO OM 803pACMd, NOAd, PACbl MOYm 0OAadamo
cnocobrocmsamu. OHa dice 6 mupe arodeti poounracs. Becnomnu ypoxu «Henoseueckuti mup. [Ipuznaru
u xapaxkmepucmuku. /Jocmourcmea u Hedocmamxu». Fm ¢ poxcoenust nokazviearom opeo o HAC, Ymo
Mbl....333 KPOGONULiYbl, 8YPOANAKU. .. KAK MAM eUle.

— Ynwipu-u! — 0o6asun Onez, uckazue 00 CMEUHO20 2010C, CMOsL HA PYKAX.

—Bom umenno! Kaxumu monvko HAc He npeOCmassitom u He nokasvléaom. Youeaem paou
3a0a8bl, NUMAEMCsL KPbICAMU, MO 6ce Kakue-mo uzgpauweHybl! Ho mvl dce Ha camom dene éce ouern
00pazosanmvle, HauumanHwle. Kadxcovii eamnup 3naem mMuHuUMym nsimov pasHulX s13vikos. MHuozue
cpedu HAC MANAHMAUBbIE NUCAMENI, KOMNOZUMOPbL, XYOOHCHUKU, OUNNOMAmbL. /]a, Mbl NbéM KPOBb,
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HO 9M0 Mo eOUHCMEEHHOoe, YMo NOOOEPHCUBAeN 8 HAC HCU3Hb. Mol He 6UHOBAMbL 8 MOM, UMO He

MOdHCeM ecmb X1e0, KapmowiKy, Numv 4ai, CoKu, 0axce 6004 He 80CHPUHUMAENCS OP2AHUIMOM. ...

Coenanu u3 Hac KAKUX-mo MOHCMpPo8! — NOcAeOHUe CA08A OHA NPO2OBOPUNA C 2PYCIBIO.
—Cozaacucs xomst Obl 8 0OHOM, MO U CPEOU 300POB020 CMANA eCHb NAPULUBbLE 08UbL, KOMOPblE

nopmsim penymauuro éceii pacul. Oii, 0a naoHo, Aiiea, mvl dice He BUHOBAMA 8 IMOM, MAK YUMo He

epycmu u He paccmpausaticst! Yumaii danvuse, — ckazan, yavioHysuuce, Onez u npuobHsA cecmpy.
— I[Ipocmo 0buowo!»

Hackoibko Ob1 OBICTPO 51 HH Oekalia, MOCTOSIHHO BUENa, Kak orisiisiBaniach Muppa. E€ B3Boi-
HOBaHHBIE I71a3a BCEIJla CMOTPEIM HE TOJbKO Ha MEHsI, HO M JaJjbllie, Ha JJMHUIO ropu3oHTa. Ilpe-
KpacHO MOHMMAaJIa, 4TO ObLa «TSKEIBIM IPY30M», OT KOTOPOTO 3aBKCella ceivac Xu3Hb. B rojiose
KPYTWIHCH ciioBa yumtels: «[IpeacTaBp, 4To npecieayenb JOIrokIaHHYIO 1eJb, U Tebe HU B KOeM
CllyJae HeJlb3s1 OCTaHaBJIMBAaThCS, MHAuUe YIyCTHIIb ! » Beskasa cies B ciej1, crapasch He 0TCTaBaTh, HO
CHJTBI yke ObUTH Ha ucxojie. YyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK Y MEHS «3aKOJIO» OOK, HO YIIOPHO JIBUTaJiach BIIEPEI.

— Muppa! Ckomnbko emge?

OHa NoBepHYJIaCh U C YJIBIOKOW CIIpOCHJIA:

— Ve ycrana?

— UYro ThI, KOHeYHO HeT! f mosHa cwit! — ckazasa s, HaTSHYB ¢ OOJIBIIMM TPYIOM YJIBIOKY U
N00aBUB IIIar, TIOKa3biBasi, YTO OOAPOCTH MHE HE 3aHUMATh.

— A BCE-TakH, CKOJIBKO eIe?

— KunomerpoB BoceMs! — KpuKHYyIa OHa, He 000pauUBAsICh.

— Odurets! Mbl poOeskaii el TOIbKO JBa KWIOMETPA, a Y MEHsI yXe S3bIK Ha TIeue BUCHT! —
npoOyOHmIIa cebe Mo HoC.

OcranoBuack. bok Hecteprimmo paszborescs, 6exarh gajbiie ObLI0 HeBO3MOXKHO. 51 yBUjIena,
KaK 3a oyepeJHbIM TOBOPOTOM CKpbLiIach Muppa.

—ITyctp Gexut! Ceityac HEMHOXKO OTIOXHY M 00SI3aTENILHO JIOTOHIO €€! — C 3TUMU MBICIISIMU 5T
orepJiach O IEPeBO U, TSIKEJIO JbIIla, CTajla OCMaTpUBAThCs 10 cTopoHaM. [Touemy-To Oblia yBepeHa,
YTO OHA BOT-BOT BBIMJET M3-3a MOBOPOTA, HO. .. TPEKPACHO MOHUMAJIA, 4To Oy/Ib ceifuac Ha e€ MecTe,
noctymnuia Obl TakKe, Belb OT STOTO 3aBUCENA MOs XKU3Hb. MHe Ka3aach, YTo MPOIILIO BCETO Mapy
MUHYT, HO, TIOCMOTpEB Ha He0O,

NpUIILIA B yKac.

—Yeépr! Tloutn cBetaet, a g eme 31ech! — ¢ STUMHU CllIoBaMU pBaHyna Brepén. S Gexana
HACTOJIbKO OBICTPO, HACKOJIBKO OblTa criocoOHa. Oberaa BeTKH, NiepenpeiruBaia mau. He umena ve
MaJIeHIIIero mpecTaBieHus1, Kyaa Oexarh, e CBEpHYTh, HO MHE Ka3asiach, YT0 Muppa MbICIEHHO
BeJla MeHs1, TaKk OHO U ObuTo. He 3Halo, ckombKo Oexkana, Ho 1O MecTa J00pajach, KOTia COHIIE YKe
BcTasio. Sl HacTonmpko OblTa 0OecroKoeHa TeM, Jodexana ou Muppa, 9YTo COBCeM HHM YyBCTBOBasa
ycrasiocTd. Bribexkana Ha MoJsiHy, KOTOpasi CIUIONIb ObUIa MOKPHITA Pa3TUYHBIMUA MormiaMu. [1pu-
YEéM OT CaMbIX CTapbIX KPECTOB M JI0 OTHOCHUTEIbHO HOBBIX. M Obula yaMBIIEHa TeM, YTO YBHUJENA.
Hu pazy He crpimana o6 atom kiaaoumie. YyTh Hooaaib, 3a HECKOTbKAMH COCHAMH, YBHIE/A TIOUTH
Pa3BaJIMBIIMIACS CKJIETI, a eIlE Aajbllle — HOBBIM U3 ceporo KaMmHs. 51, KOHeYHO, He 0OsIaCh KJIaI0UII
Y MOTWJI, HO BIIEYaTJIeHHEe BCE paBHO ObLIO HerpusaTHBIM. [laximo cMepThio. 1 MeasieHHO MolLIa 1o
paaam, ynuTas Haamucy. X ObL1o MHOTO.

— Heyxenu 310 BCE OXOTHUKU?

[na mensieHHo, psAf 32 PAIOM, MOKA He 100paach 0 pa3BajuBIerocs ckiena. OcTaHOBUB-
IIKCh, elE pa3 orisijiesia BCE KIaouIle ¢ BOCXUIIIEHHEM, M HEBOJIBHO MHOM OBJIajieNia Kakasi-To Hero-
HSTHasl TOPIOCTb 32 BCEX OXOTHUKOB U, KOHEYHO ke, 32 ceOs. 31ech ObLIM pa3Hble OXOTHUKU: MYK-
YKMHBI, KEHIIUHBI U JakKe JICTH.

«A moueMy 311ech HET MOTUJIBI MOETO YUHUTessi ?»
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MsHe 6bLJI0 HACTOJIBKO MHTEPECHO, YTO 3a0bIB MPO CBOIO0 OE30MACHOCTD, Pelllniia emé pa3 BHU-
MatesibHO BCE BOKPYT ocMOTpeTh. CIyCTs MOJTOpa yaca MoHsIa, YTO MOTUJIBI MOETO YUHTesl 31eCh
TOYHO He ObLIO.

— Kak xe Tak, BeJjb OHa TOXe OXOTHUK, II0YeMy e€-TO 37eCh HeT?

—JlaymHo, ciporty Muppy, — ¢ STUMU CIOBaMH s TIOBEPHYJIACh JIMIIOM K CKJIEIy U CTajla roove-
PEAHO CMOTPETh TO Ha HOBBIM, TO HA CTAapblid, TEPSISICh B JIOTaJKaX, Kyda MOIJIA MOWTH HOYEBATh
Muppa.

— KoneuHo 3xe, B HOBBII. UTO OHA IMOJ 3TUMM pa3BajMHAMM HE BUENA, & B HOBOM HaBEPHO
yIOOHO, — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU CTaJla MEIJICHHO CITyCKaThCsl MO CTYIEHbKaM, JepKach 3a XOJIOIHBIC
crenbl. Kak TonbKO BOIILIA, HA MEHsI MOAYI JErKMid BeTepok. OT 3TOro Betepka Mo Koxe nooexanu
Mypamiku. Kak HU cTpaHHO, HO BHYTPY HMYEM HU MaXJI0: HU THWIBIO, HU Pa3JIOKUBIIUMUCS TPY-
MaMH, CKOpee BCEero — CHIPOCThIO. 3 3TOr0 s 1 caenana BHIBO, UTO CKJIEH 3[1eCh CTOUT CPABHUTEIBHO
HeJaBHO. HecrenHo CryCTUBINMCE, Ha OIIYTIb, CTasla TPOOUPATHCS BHYTPb. BbUIO HE OYeHb MPUATHO
TPEBOXHUTH YbE-TO CIIOKOWCTBUE, HO 0OCTOSTENbCTBA TpeOoBaiu. He 3Halo, CKOJIbKO s TPOIILIa, HO
peIMB, YTO XBATUT, CeJla Ha YTO-TO MSTKOE.

—YTO0 3TO y MEHSI. .. — C 3THMHU CJIOBAMH s CHs1JIa IEPUATKY U CTaJla HAIIYITBIBATH TO, YTO JIEKAIIO
10710 MHOW.

«Kaxercs 310 Tpanku. ... A! HaBepHoe, Muppa /17151 MeHsl IocTeNnua!», — C 3TOI MBICTIBIO U CO
CIMOKOMHOM JYIION Jieria CraTh, YKPhIBIIUCH TUIAoM. Kak TONMbKO rosoBa KOCHY/IACh «IOAYIIKW»,
YCTaJIOCTD J1asia O ceOe 3HATh U CITyCTsI Tapy MUHYT s yXKe CJIAJIKO MOCaIbIBaIa.

I'naBa IX. Anexkcanap

JUTMHHBIA TEMHBIA KOPUAOP, BEAYIIUA B 31, OOJIbIIIe HATIOMUHAT KOPUIOPHI CTAPhIX TIOPEM.
Koe-rne Bucemu noprpersl. CTeHsl ObUIM CETaHbl U3 TEMHOTO KMPIHYa, YTO JAENAJIO MOMEIICHUE
emE Oosiee MpayHbIM. Ha KosoHHaX ObLM 3aKkperuieHs! ropsime dakensl. CTEeKIsTHHbIE JBEpH Ber
B OIPOMHBIN TPOHHBII 3271 C BBICOYANIIIMMU ITOTOJIKAMU Y HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBOM M CTAPUHHOM apXU-
TEKTypoH. B moTtoske 1o LeHTpy — Kpyrjioe OTBepcTHe, OKPHITOE TOTyObIM CTEKJIOM, Yepe3 KOTOpoe,
B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT BPEMEHH CYTOK ITPOHMKAJ CBET. B 3a51e cTosM cTaTyu U BUCENH TSKENbIe Oarpo-
Bble IITOpPBl. Ha momy Obuta paccresieHa KOBpOBasi IOPOXKKa, a B ITyOMHE 3aj1a CTOSUI TPOH, B KOTO-
pom Boccenain Jleke. Ero cnerka ocemas JIyHHbII CBET, POOMBABIIMICS Yepe3 TO caMOe OKHO B
TMOTOJIKE. BhUIM BUAHBI BCETO JIMIIB ero ouepTanus. 3agymunB. Kpacus. Ero mbiciu ObuTH IpepBaHbl
OBICTPBIMU IIIATAMH.

— Jlekc! — kpukHYJ Opart, He YCIIeB IOUTH JI0 HETo.

Jlekc moHsT T1a3a, U el U3AajIu, 3aMeTHT BCTPEBOKEHHOE JIMIIO OpaTta.

— Yro ciyuniiocs, Opian? — CIPOCKJI OH CLIOKOMHO, HE MEHsIs1 BbIPAXKEHU S JIUIIA.

Kak Tonpko Oprnan mogomeén 6vke OH CIIPOCHIL:

— ThI crbImam HOBOCTh?

— Y10 32 HOBOCTB?

— Heyxenu em€ ne cipiuan? JlagHo, MHe Tonbko ceiuac goHecnu, yro Mzympyn u Candgup
youTsi!

[Mocne aTux cnoB Jlekc omycTri1 HOT'Y Ha TIOJT, Ha €T0 JIUIIe ObUIO YAUBJIEHHE, HO FOJIOC OCTaBaJICS
COBEpIIIEHHO CIIOKOWHBIM.

— Yro 3Hauut youtsr? OTKyna 3ta uHpopmarmsa?

—Jlekc, OHM OBUTM OKOJIO JTIOCKUX JJOMOB. YOWIIM CHauasia OfHy, 3aTeM — qpyryio. Buzupsb npo-
CTO B IpOCTH! — OTBETHJI Opar.

Jlexc Bctan. OH HepoMOOIMBAI J/110, HO OBUTM YOUTHI UX JBOIOPOJHBIE CECTPBI, @ TO yKE O
MHOI'OM TOBOPHJIO.
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—Yro 3HauuT younu?! § 3ampeTus Bce BBHIXOIBI B TOPOI MO CTPAXOM CMEPTHOM Ka3HH. YTo
oHu TaM jenanu? [louemy Busupp He oTcnexnBaeT CBOMX MOAJAHHBIX ? — CEUac yke B €ro rouoce
CIIBIIIIAJICS] THEB.

—41 He 3HaI10 TOUYHO, HO CKa3aJIH, YTO OHK TaM UTI'PaTK B 00pa3e Korek. JIioau ux ToYHo moMarth
He Mori. ['0BOpAT, OXOTHUKMU.

Jlexc MeJIeHHO MOIOIIEN K IITOPaM, IOTOM, PE3KO IMOBEPHYBIINCH B CTOPOHY OpaTa, KpUKHYJI:

—Urpath Ha OTKPBITOI MECTHOCTH — 3TO Oe3ymue! OHM ke ObLUTH OMBITHHIMU, KaK OHU MOIJIN
TaK cz1ath ceOsi? YBepeH, Busnpb mepBbIM J1eJI0M 3armo03pUT MEHs.

—HuKTO He 3HaJ1, KaK 3TO CIIy4MIIOCh, HO BCE YBEPSIOT, YTO OIMH TOYHO ObLIT BAMITPOM, CKOpee
MOJTYKPOBKOM, BTOPOH 7K€ — OXOTHUKOM.

Koraa oOHapyxuam ux mponaxy, Bce cpa3y ke puHyIuch Tyaa. Ho Tam axe He ocTanoch ux
TAJIMCMAHOB, 3HAYUT, YOUBIINE y3HAIM B HUX jJouepeid Busupsi! — ckaszan B3BomHOBaHHO OpliaH.

—ITonykpoBka 1 0XOTHMK! 3a0aBHO. ... pa3Be B Hallle BpeMsI Takoe emé BO3MOKHO? XMM. .. 3a
HUMH YK€ HAIpPaBUJIMCh Ha TIOMCKU?

— KoneuHo, cpa3y xe! MoxeT uM oModb? — CIpOCHJI 03a004YeHHO Opar.

—Koneuno, 6e3 pa3roBopoB, OTIIPaBb Ha MOWCKH JECATKA ABA WA TPU BAMIIMPOB B Pacropsi-
keHue Busupsi, Hy Ha cBO€ ycMoTpenue! — ¢ aTumu cioBamu Jleke crerka ynsioHyscs 6pary u Opnan
YILEN.

[NoenuTtens MeAJIEHHBIMHU IIAraMU TIOOMIEN K IIITOPaM, OTHUM ABUKEHUEM PYKU OTOIBUHYT
WX, ¥ JIYHHBIN CBET MOJTHOCTBIO OCBETHJI ero JMio. OH BCE Tak ke ObLT 33[yMUYMB U CEPbE3EH.

—Auekcaaap! — 310 Mpo3ByYasio rpydo u pe3ko. Tak ero Mor 3BaTh TOJBKO OIUH Bammiup. B
9TOM TOJIOCe OH Cpa3y y3HaN «ToOuMoro» asmio. [ToBepHyBIIMCH, yBUAET pa3rHEBAaHHOTO BU3ups.

— 41 He crblIan, Kak Thl BOIIEN, AsAs, — cka3al JIeKC ¢ Kakoi-TO HEMPUSI3HbIO.

—He ymuButensHo. Heboch, pamyemnibcss cMepTd Moux JeBodek? 1 cpa3y 3armomo3puii — 310
TBOMX PYK JeJ10. Bc€ McTuIb 3a cMepTh pOACTBEHHHUKOB, — U3 €ro HOCa OyKBAJIBHO BAJIMJ JbIM.

—Ycnokotics, Buzups. 4 3neck He mpuuém. 51 y3Ha 00 3ToM TosbKo ceituac ot OpriaHa u norpsi-
CEH He MeHblIle TBoero! B 1aHHBII MOMEHT BPEMEHH 1 YK€ OTIPABUI B TBOE PACHIOPSIKEHUE OTPSI]L
BaMITMPOB Ha MOUCKH, TaK YTO MHE KaXeTcsl, Y TeOsl He JOJKHO ObITh IPUYMH 151 37100BI ¥ TIOJI03pe-
HUI, — IPOroBOpuJ1 JIEKC CIIOKOMHO.

Kazanocs, nocine 3Tux cloB Asifisi HEMHOTO YCTIOKOMJICSL.

— U ¢ gero eI BOOOIIIE B35, YTO 3TO MOUX PYK JeJ0? — MPpOoaosKiI JIekc.

— 41... Gnarogapio Tebs1 3a TIOMOIIb, HO MBI Y3HAIU, KTO OBbUT 3TOT BaMIHp, YOMBIIMNA MOMX
AeBOYEK. DTO U3 TBOUX MOAJAHHBIX. Tak YTO THI MPUKaKEIIb MHE JIeNlaTh? — CHOBA HA4Yasl 3JIUThCS
Busups.

—3TOro He MOXeT ObITh. HUKTO M3 MOMX MOAAAHHBIX HE OCMENTUTCS Ha Takoe. Thl TOUHO yBepeH
B CBOMX OOBUHEHUSIX? — C YAMBIICHUEM CITpOCHI JIekc.

—Koneuno! Dto nonykposka Muppa, e€ 1JaMuu cpa3y y3Hailu, a C Hell Kakas-To AeB4oHKa. He
3HAI0, KTO 3TO ObUI, HO eciii Obl He 3amax OXOTHMKA, MOoAyMasl Obl, UTO 3TO TOXke MomykpoBka! Yro
Ha 3TO CKaxkelb, Jlekc?!

Jlekc ObLT yAMBIEH HE MEHBIIIE:

—Muppa? XM, HO OHa [JaBHO YK€ MHE He MOJUMHSETCS U 3a Hel MPeOCTATOYHO TPELIKOB.
CkoubKO OBl €€ HU JIOBWJIH, 3TOM OeCTHH BCerjia yaaBaioch n3bexarh kazau! Ho s HudYero He 3Hawo
0 BTOpOM JIEBUOHKE, KJISIHYCh! — OTBET IIPO3BYYaJl UCKPEHHE.

—41... Bepio Tebe, AsieKcaHp, HO 51 X0UY, YTOOBI Tl MHE KO€-4TO O0OEIIall, — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU
OH BOIPOCHUTEJILHO MOCMOTPES Ha IJIEMSIHHUKA.

-4 moobGemaio Tede, eClii 3TO «ITO-TO» B Pa3yMHBIX IIpefiesiax, — HaCTOpokmiIcs JIekc u mojio-
N K cBoeMy TpoHy. CeB, IpeIOKIII Jsi/ie TIPUCECTh PSIIOM B KPECIio, HO TOT, OTKA3aBIIUCh, MTPO-
TOBOPUIL:
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— KoneuHo, 310 B pasymHbIX npesieniax. 1 xouy, 4TOOBI Thl OTJQJI MHE OXOTHHMILY, KOT/IA MX
norimaiot! [TonykpoBKy Moxeris 3a0path cede, a OXOTHHILY OTJAlIb MHE, IOTOBOPUIIUCH? — C STUMHU
CJIOBaMHU 151151 BOIIPOCUTEJIBHO [TOCMOTPEJ Ha TUIEMSIHHUKA.

Jlekc 3agymaiics, HO Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT OTBETUJI:

— Xopol11o, HO CyaHTh €€ OyeTe B MOEM MTPUCYTCTBUH.

— JlagHO, — HETOBOJILHO OypKHYIT BU3ups.

C 3TMMU CJIOBaMU OH NPEBPATUJICS B JIETKYIO JBIMKY Y UCHIAPUIICS, CJIOBHO €0 371eCh HUKOTIA
1 He OBLIO.

— A xT0 )¢ y Hac Bropas? UtoObl yOUTh UX, HY’KHO 00/1a/1aTh HEAIOKUHHOMN CHJION U OTIBITOM.
Mo:XeT 3T0 UbsI-TO BOCOMTaHHULA? — Pa3MbILUIsT JIeKe BCIyX.

—Topn!

B TpoHHBII 3211 OBICTPBIMY IIIATaMK BOIIET BBICOKMH, XYIOIIABBIA U CBETIIOBOJIOCHIA BAMITHP.

— Bbl 3Basit MeHs1? — CIIpOCHIT OH, MOKJIOHUBILUCH JIEKkCy.

— Ha. Ckaxu, Kak TaM NOKHMBAET HaIlla rocThbs?

— XopoI110, yYUTHIBasI, YTO OHA HUYETO HEe eCT U HUKOTO K cebe He IyCKaer.

Jlekc ycMexHyJics ¥ IPOrOBOPUIT:

—JlagHO, TyCTh HAYETO He eCT, €1y BCE paBHO NMPHUHOCHUTE U MPEeIyNpeanuTe, YTo CKOpo Oyaer
3BaHbII Beuep, U K HeWl 3aryIsTHeT KeHUX, IyCTh OyeT TOTOBa K BCTpeye C BO3IOOIEHHbIM ! — rocie -
HUE CJI0Ba OH CKa3aJl C eXUACTBOM U U3/IEBKOM B roJoCe.

—XopoI1o, roCoauH, s BCE eil nepeaam. Uro-HuOymb eme? — cnpocu [OpH, T Ha MmoBe-
JIUTENIS.

— Hla. OtnpaBb cBOMX BaMIMpOB K Busupio, mycTh pa3zy3HaloT, AJisl YEro Ha CaMoM JIesie eMy
HyXHa OXOTHHUIIa. EcTecTBeHHO MHKOrHUTO! DTO BCE! — ¢ 9TMMU ciioBaMu JIEKC TipeBpaTuiics B 60JTb-
II0TO YEPHOTO KOTa, ¥, OIHMUM IPBIKKOM BCKOUMB Ha TMOJOKOHHUK, Mcye3. [ OpH, MPOBOIUB X03MHA
B3[JISLIOM, YJQJIMJICS CaM.

I'naBa X. 3acana

SI mpocHynack, Koriga Ha yauie yxke ObiIo TeMHO. CagKo TOTSHYBIIWCH W YJIBIOHYBIIHUCH,
BcTasna. Orsenach 1o CTOpOHaM, YBHU/IENIa OTKPHITYIO KPBIIIKY Ipoda.

«Mmuppa yxe IIPOCHYJIACh».

3nech JHEM-TO OBLIO TEMHO, & HOUBIO U MofIaBHO. Braro i Mens 3a6omimBas Muppa, BUIMMO
005Ch, UTO B TEMHOTE s 00513aTeJIbHO 000 YTO-HUOY/Ib CIIOTKHYCh U paciinOy cede Hoc, T03a00THIIach
00 9TOM U TMOCTaBUJIa HA KAMEHb CBEUKY.

«[la, a 3amamok u30 pra uTo Hajxo! [1e-To y MeHs OblIa jKBavKa?» — C 3TOM MBICIIBIO 5 CTaia
IApUTh 10 BCEM KapMaHam. XOpOIIIo, YTO OHa Bcerjaa Oblia y MeHsl cOOOM, IMEHHO B TAKUX CUTY-
anysx oHa OoJbIIIe Bcero HeoOxoauMa. Y ce0si B KapMaHe Hallljla HECKOJIBKO MSATHBIX MOIyIIeYekK,
yeMy OblJTa HECKA3aHHO paja. 3aTojKaB OAHY B POT, C OOMBIINM YJOBOILCTBUEM CTala €€ jKeBaTb:

«M-M-M, CBEXO, 3I0pPOBO!», — C 3TOI MBICTIBIO 5 TIOILIA K BBIXOJY.

[NonHas TyHa CBOMM SIPKMM CBETOM OCBelnaa Kiaaaouie. S BIOXHyJIa MOTHOM rPy/Iblo HOUHOM
BO3/1yX, M YCIIBIIIIAJIA CTPaHHOE OypyaHue, TOHOCSIIEeCs U3 MOEro KUBOTA:

— Tak, AbIXaHWe-TO y MEHsI CBEKee, a BOT XKeJIYIOK MOU ITyCT M €CJIH 51 ceivac 4yero-HuoOy/b He
CheM, TO MOE He OYeHb IPOMKOe OypyaHue CTaHET OYeHb TPOMKUM! — BUAUMO $I CJIMIIIKOM TPOMKO
paccykana BCIyX, TaK Kak MMociIe CKa3aHHbIX CJIOB MPSMO HAIPOTHUB MEHsSI B KyCTaX 4TO-TO HIEJIOX-
HYJIOCh. ] cTanma BcMaTpuBaThcsl, HO HIYEro He cMoria pasnisaaeTs. [lonoxuna pyky Ha OOK .. .:

«Yeépr! I'me meu u Hakuaka!?»

Brpyr BcriomMHMIIa, 4TO BCE 9TO OJIArOMOMYYHO OCTAJIOCh JIeKaTh B CKJIere. I THXOHbKO MOIsi-
THJIACh Ha3al M Havaja OIVISIIBIBATHCS MO CTOpOHaM. PyKo# Hairymana cTeHy, M pe3KO MOBEpHYB-
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IIKCh, TOOEXKaa BHU3 1O JieceHKaM. CXBaTUB HOKHBI, BHYTPH KOTOPBIX yXKe JIeKasl Meu, 3alenuia
UX Ha TaJMH, B3sU1a HAKUJIKY, U 3aBSI3aB €€, MOTYIINIA CBeYy.

Crapasch He IIIyMeTb, MOAHSIACh HABEPX.

«Mosxet ObITh 3T0 Muppa?»

— Muppa, 310 THI?

Ho B oTBeT He ObLJIO HY 3BYKA, 3TO HACTOPOKUIIO.

«Tak, Hano coOparbces. Kak Mens yumiia Muppa, Hy)XKHO riepectath OOsIThCsl M HA4aTh TPUCITY-
HIMBAThCS K OKPYKaloIIen cpeie!» — ¢ 3TON MBICIIBIO 0CTajia Mey.

«CBEpUKH CTPEKOYYT. ..» — s YJIBIOHYJIACh U CTajla Iajibllie BCIYIIMBAThCSA B THIMHY. Hudero.

— MoskeT OBITh TIOCITBIIIATACH? — C STUMH CJIOBAMU 5 ykKe coOpaiach BBIATU M3 CKJIETA, KaK
CHOBA yCIIBIIIIAJIA IMOPOX, HO TOJILKO y ce0si Hall roioBou. [1oJHSIB Meu, ¥ HAlpaBUB €r0 Ha KPBIIITY
CKJIera, Hayajla BHUMATEIbHO paccMaTpuBaTh OTpaXkeHHe, HO HUYero He yBuzena. Bapyr Henmanexko
OT MeHsI YTO-TO MTPOMEJIbKHYJIO ¥ 3aTamioch. EIMHCTBEHHOE, UTO 1 ycrena pasriisaeTh, 3T0, Kak MHe
M0Ka3aJI0Ch, €0 OT'POMHBIE pa3MEPHI:

«3T10 TOYHO He Muppa!», — ¢ 3TON MBIC/IBIO 51 BAOXHYJa BO3AYX U MOYYBCTBOBaJIa KAKOK-TO
HOBBII U1 MEHs 3alax, paHblle TaKOro HUTJE He BcTpedana. MoxeT ObIThb, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBLT
HE COBCEM 3arax, a CKOpee BCEro 3TO MOXOAWIO HA. .. XOJOAHBIN Bo3ayx! 3HaeTe, Koraa MOPO3HBIM
3UMHHM YTPOM BBIXOIUIIb HA YIIUILY, ¥ BABIXAEIlb STOT BO3IYX ITOJTHOW I'PY/IbIO, TO CTAHOBUTCS KaK-
TO IEKOTHO B HOCY Ml HEMHOKKO XOJIOZIHO M HENPUATHO. 5] OHs1a, yOexaTh He YIacTcs, a CIPaBUThCS
C HUM, CYJs TI0 pa3Mepam, OyJeT HeJIerko, HO JPYroro Bei0opa He ObLIO, s JOJKHA ObLIa TBUTAThCS
nanbiie, Brepén. [IpoBens riazamu mo Bcemy KJIaa0MIIy, MHE CTAJIO KaK-TO He 10 cebe OT cTpaxa.

«Kak st Mory 605ThCS1 B 3TOM CBsATOM MecTe? Beib 3/1ech e MOXOPOHEHbI OXOTHHKH. . . BEJIMKHE
U3 BEJIMKUX, U OHM HaBEpHSIKA He OOsUIMCh, a JIAXe eClI M OOsUINCh, TO CPaKajliCh 10 KOHLA U,
NOrnOHYB, 00peN CllaBy W HAJIEKy, UTO MX jeso OyaeT mpopoibkeHo! Kak s Mory cTtosith 31ech U
6osThes1? Eci MHe CyXJIEHO TIOTMOHYTh CErOfHS, TO MYCTh 9TO OyAeT C YeCThIO JJIsI MEHS H. ../
moeirt Conu! {1 1oy 10 KOHIAa!» — ¢ STUMU MBICIISIMU I CKajla PyKaMu Med U, BBICKOYMB U3 CKJIETa,
OBICTPO MOBEPHYJIACh B CTOPOHY KPBIIIIU, HO TaM OBUIO MYCTO.

«Yro 3t0? llyTKa?!» — mogymana 51, Kak BAPYT 3a CIMHOM ycIbllIaja Tskenoe apixanue. Crior-
HYB CJTIIOHY, MEJJICHHO TIOBEPHYJIACh U YBHEJa Tiepes] COOOH JIICOrO CMYTJIOTO BaMIMpa OrPOMHOTO
pocTa ¥ pa3MepoB.

OH camonoBOIBHO cMoTpen Ha MeHs. Opexaa Oblla B cepo-4€pHBIX TOHAX, a HA €ro Ipyau
yBUjIena YEPHbIA MaK, TOUHO TAKOM ke ObUT M 'y YOUTHIX JJamuil. Koria oH ockanmmics, 3aMeTuia aBa
OIPOMHBIX KJIBIKA.

«Takoli CbeCT U Aaxe He NOJABUTCS», — [IOAyMaJIa &, TYT ke OTCKOUMJIa Ha3aJl, BBICTABUB IIEPe]]
co00ii Meu, ¥ IPUTOTOBUJIACH HAHECTH y/Iap, HO OH JIaXke He IIEeJOXHYJICS.

— ¢ npennaraio teGe caaThecs TOOPOBOIBHO, — CKa3al OH 0acoM.

41 Oblna yauBieHa, HO MOsi OIMTEIbHOCTh OCTaBaIach Ha MecTe:

— Cpatpea?

— Jla, — cKka3ay1 OH TBEPIO U YBEPEHHO.

—B dectb yero 31o 51 go/mKHA caaBaThesi? Sl HUUero rioxoro He caenana! — OTBeTH/Ia YBEpEHHO,
XOT$I TIPEKPACHO MOHUMAaJIa, YTO OH UMEJT B BUJLY.

—Ts1 0OBUHsIEIIBCS B YOMICTBE ABYX JIAMUI KOPOJIEBCKUI KpoBer. Tak Thl Oyzielb caaBaThCs
J0OPOBOJILHO MJTH HET?

—4 He yOuBasia, a MPOCTO BHINOJHMIIA CBOM OOS3aHHOCTH OXOTHUIIBI, — CKa3aia s C YJbIOKON
Ha JIMLIE, a BHYTPU CepAlle HAUMHAJIO OMThCS ObICTpee, IPeIUyBCTBYSI OMACHOCTb.

Sl Bunena, Kak ero riasa OJecHy/ M U, y’ke HEMHOTO Pa303JIUBIIUCh, OH CIIPOCHJT CHOBA:

— 4 cnpammBaio Tebs1 B MOCTEAHUIN pa3, COAIBCSA JM Thl JOOPOBOIBHO WM HeT? OTBevait
HEMEJIJICHHO W UMel BBUJLY, UTO 3TO MOJYKPOBKa Muppa yke He TOMOKET.

[Nocne 3TUX CJIOB MEHSI CJIOBHO YTO-TO CTYKHYJIO IO TOJIOBE U 51 CIIPOCHJIA:
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— YT0 3HauUT, yke He moMoxeT? A rae oHa?

Bunumo y MeHst ObJI0 Takoe BBIpaKeHHUE JIUIA, YTO MPH BUJE HETO ITOT 3/10POBSIK YIBIOHYJICS,
MPUYEM C TAKMM YOBOJIBCTBUEM, UTO Ka3aJI0Ch OH BOT-BOT 3aMYyPJIBIKAET OT CUACTBSI.

— Muppa pemmia cnactu TeOsi IIEeHOM COOCTBEHHOM KU3HHM, B3sila Ha ceOsl poiib KEePTBHI U
yBeJa 3a co00i JecATOK BaMIUPOB. MBI pelIvii OCTaThCsl, U MMOCMOTPH, KaK HaM TOBE3JI0, HAIILTH
TeOs1. Tak ga wim Her?

«Mwuppa moxkepTBoBaja coOor paau MeHs1, HO IoYeMy OHa MeHsI He pa30yawia? 3HauuT, 5 el
o0s13aHa, 1 Terieph TeM OoJiee He IOBEly HUKOTO!» — C y’KacoM IPOJIETENIN B MOEH I'OJIOBE STH MBICITH.

— Bor uro, BenmkaH, Xo4y TeOs1 pa3o4apoBaTh M CKa3aTh, YTO TeOe He MOBE3JO! — 3TH CJIoBa
s CKa3aJla ¢ KaKOW-TO YCMEIIKOM.

— DTO 3HAYUT «HET»?

— Tel npaBuIbHO NOHSA!

—Torna s gomxken 1edst pazoyapoBath! D10 TeOe He mope3no! 1o mprkasy MoOero rocroavHa,
MOBEJIUTENS JIaMUi — Busupsi, Thl, OXOTHHUIIA, OyAellb apecTOBaHa W HEMeIJIEHHO TperaHa cyay!
Bzsath e€! — ¢ 3TMMU cioBamMu, OTKYZIa HU BO3bMHUCH, TIOSIBIJIMCH JPYTYe BaMIIMPbI, TAKHE e OTPOM-
Hble 1 0osbire. VX ObLIO OKOJIO AecAaTKa. S ¥ MoHATHA He UMesa, BO YTo Bidnaiack! OHM UK CO
BCEX CTOPOH, 51 ObUTa pacTepsiHa, YTO ObLIO CJAMIIIKOM OYEBHIHO, YTOOBI CKpbiBaTh. He 3Hama, Kyaa
6exartp uto jenars? CTOWIIO JIM XOTh YTO-HUOYIb IPEANPUHIMATD WM OTAATHCS HA BOJIO CyabOe?

«Ecnum s ceftuac cpames, To BU3upb co MHOM 1IEpEMOHUTBLCSI TOUHO He cTaHeT, Toraa u CoHio
CIIACTH HE YJACTCsl, a €CJIM TOMBITaThCsl yOekKaTh, TO CKOJBKO Y MeHs IMaHcoB Ha moder? Yto ke
nenatb? ['1e e MO CKpPBITHIN MOTEHIMAT OXOTHUKA, €CJT OH €CTh, TO MY Iopa Obl yKe MPOCHYThCS
Y Hauarh JEHCTBOBATh!» — C 9TOI MBIC/IBIO S CTAJIa ONMMCHIBATh ME/IJIEHHBIMU IIIaraMH BOKPYT ceOst
KPYT, Jlepka HaroToBe Meu.

«OHO 3HAI0 TOYHO, YTO TIOKA B pyKax Me4 OHM KO MHE He pelarcs MOJONTH, a 3TO 3HAYMT,
OHH TIOIBITAIOTCST BBIOUTD €ro!» — 51 Kperde ckalia ero B pyKax.

—Hy, 4T0 %€ BbI TaK MEAJIEHHO NOIXOAMTE, Belb TOTO IJISAM CKOPO BCTaHET conHIle! f1, KoHeuHO
e, MOTy TIOJJOK/1aTh, KOTJa Bbl BRIKMHETE HA MajblaXx KTO MEPBBIA, HO OOICh, YTO PACCBET KIATh
He OygeT! — KpUKHYyIa f.

C 3TUMU CJIOBaMH B MOIO CTOPOHY C JIByX CTOPOH MOO@XaIu Ba BaMIMpa, HO, A0k JABIIKCh,
KOTJIa OHU JTOCTaTOYHO OJIM3KO MOAOEryT, 1 YBEpPHYJIach, U OHU 00a TPECHYJMCh CBOMMH JIOAMH U
pasneTenuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI.

— Ho uto x BbI Tak He ocTopoXkHbI? Heyxen HY pa3y He BUAEIU STOT TPIOK IO TeJieKy?

— Jlaxxe B Takoi OE3BBIXOHOW CUTYaIMK TeOe BECesIo, a MOXET 9TO CTPaxX, CKPBHIBAIOIIUAIACS 32
BeceJbeM? — IIOMHTEPECOBAICS 3I0POBSIK.

— Her, ommbaenibces, s Te0s1 He 00I0Ch! — ckazasia s, ¥ TYT MeHs OCEHUJIO.

«Kaxk s cpa3y He cooOpasuna! Mo meu!» — ¢ 9TUMHU CIIOBaMU 1 B3siJ1a Me 3 JIE3BUE U, Harpa-
BUB Ha BaMIIMPOB PYKOSTKY, HA KOTOPOU ObLIT N300pakEH KPECT, cTajla MEeJICHHO MOAXOOUTh K HUM,
a OHHM C IIUMEeHneM oTxXoaun. Kak Tobko uyBCTBOBaja y ceOsl 3a CIIMHOM XO0JI0[, PE3KO MOBOpayH-
BaJIaCh Ha3a/1 M BAMITUAPbI, KOTOPHIE MBITATUCH HAMACTh CO CITMHBI, C KPUKAMU U IIIUTICHUEM OTJIeTaJIH
B CTOPOHY. fl MEAJIEHHO ¥ OCTOPOXHO NTPOOHpasach B CTOPOHY Jieca, Ky[a, Kak MHE Ka3aJloch, YIILIa
Muppa. S Buzena ux 37ble poxku, Kak OHA UCKAKAIUCh OT TOUM OOJTH, KOTOPYIO MIPUYHMHSLIT UM KPECT.

— TeGe nyyiiie craTbCsi MO-XOPOIIEMY, & HHAUE HE MO3/I0POBUTCS! — KPUKHYIT 3[J0POBSIK.

—boxe moii, kak MHe cTpaiiHo! Mex [y npounm, ceiuac Bbl HAXOAUTECH HA CBSAILIEHHOW 3eMJIe
¥ HaC HAMHOTO OOoJIblIle, YeM Bac! — KpUKHYJIa 51 B OTBET, IIPH STOM BbIPaKEHHE MOETO JIMIa ObLIO
OYeHb HaXaJIbHBIM.

—Koro 310 Hac? Vnu Tl cuMTaelib, YTO STU MOTHIIBI CMOTYT TeOsl 3aIUTUTh? — CO 3JI0CTBIO
MPOU3HEC 3[I0POBSIK.

—[a, cuntaio! — KpUKHYyJa 51 U, B3sIB MeU 3a PYKOSITKY, Pe3KO TOBEPHY/IaCh M OIHUM YIapOM
CHECJIa cpasy JBe royioBbl. Tena ynaiu v TyT ke cropesu. OcTabHble CTOSUIM U HCITYTaHHO CMOTPEJIH,
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BCe, KpoMe 3I0poBsika. Buanmo poactso BamnupoB IeiCTBUTENLHO CYIIECTBYET, TOTOMY KaK MCKa-
3WJIOCH €T0 JIUI0, MOKHO OBLIO CKa3aTh, YTO yAap ObLT HAHECEH JIMYHO eMY UJIM OHU ObUTH OJTM3KUMU
POACTBEHHUKAMU.

3arem 51 CHOBA CXBaTWJIa MeY 3a Jie3BUe U MPOAOJIKIIA CBOM «KpecToBbIi MOXoa».

«— Huuezo cebe, kax eii a3mo yoanocw? — yousunacw Aiiea

— BHaeww, Atiea, 30ecb 08a eapuarma: aubo el npocmo noee3no, AUbo 3mo ovlau 6aparsvl, 6
KOMOPbIX Kpome 8eca U BUOUMOCTIU CUNBL HUUe20 HA CAMOM dene He Oblno. He mozna ona mak 6vicmpo
CNpasumvbCst ¢ 08YMsl NOO2ZOMOBAEHHbIMU U HAMPEHUPOBAHHBIMU aamusmu. Ho s 6vl 6 0sa cuéma
pewun 3my npoonemy, oasxce He npunazast 0CoobIX ycuaut, — ycmexuyacs Onee.

— Koneuro, kmo 6vl comHesancsi, — yablOHYAACL cecmpa u NPOOOANCUNA».

— Hy, Tenepsb yoeauscs, 4to 51 He mryTuial

—CwMmeiics-cMelics, 1 TOCMOTPIO, YTO ¢ TOOOM cJie/IaeT MOM TOCIIO/IMH, BOT TOT/IA 5 TIOCMEICh! —
C 9TUMHU CJIOBAaMH 3aCMESJICS YKE OH.

— Ilepenaii cBoeMy TOCIIOAMHY, UTO S ¥ JJO HErO JI00epych! — cKazasa s ¢ yJIbIOKOH.

— A 3Haellb JIM Thl, YTO TIOJIOBUHY TEX OXOTHUKOB, UTO JICKAT 3/1eCh B 3eMJIe U THUIOT, YOUJT MO
x03sanH?! Xa-xa-Xa... — ero cMex ObUT HaCTOJILKO TPOMKHIA, YTO HA KaKOe-TO MIHOBEHHE CMOJIKJIN
Jake CBEpUKHU.

— OT30BU CBOMX COJJIAT, 2 UHAYE BaM HE MO30POBUTCS! — KPUKHYJA 5 CO 3JIOCTHIO.

— Twt cooOpaxkaern, yero mpocuiib? Thl kankas IEBUOHKA, a Mbl — BAMITUPBI, CUJTbHEUIIIHE
co3laHus Ha 3eMJie. UTo Thl MOKeIb TPOTHB Hac?! — MOCTIeHNUE CJIOBA OH MPOU3HEC C 0COOO0M rop-
JOCTBIO.

— 4l — oxoTHHIIa, a BBl — MOSI JKepTBa! — cKazasia s BCE C TOH Ke 3JI0CThIO.

OT MOUX CJIOB BCE BaMITUPhI 3aCMESLTUCh, a 3[A0POBSK CKa3all:

— Tr1 — oxotHunia? Jla He cmemm MeHs. [ymas neBuoHka, He OoJbiie. Byab Thl OXOTHHUIICH,
JaBHO ObI HAC 3aMeTHIIa U yOuIa.

— 41 yOuBaio He CO CIWHBI, a TSI/ Bpary B rjia3a. DTO TOJNBKO BB TaK MOXKETE MOCTYIaTh, a
OXOTHUKH Bcer/ia ObUTHA CIpaBeIUBHI K CBOEH KepTBe!

—O Kakoil crpaBeJIMBOCTU Thl TOBOPHIIIb, eBOYKa? JIOJKHO OBITH ThI TJIOXO 3HAEIIH CBOIO
HCTOPHIO, a TO eIE pa3 MOATBEPKAACT, UTO THI EIIIE OUSHb MOJIOZIA U TJTyTa, — TPOTOBOPKIT 3[I0POBSIK.

S1 He cpasy MoHsIA, YTO OH MPOCTO IMBITAETCS 3arOBOPUTH MEHS, M HA KAKOW-TO MOMEHT TIOTe-
pssia OAUTENILHOCTh, HO 3TOTO OBUIO TOCTATOYHO. Yap MPUIIIENICS IPSIMO TI0 CIIMHE. YIapUBIIUT HEe
ToXaJes CUJI, ¥ 51, CKaXKeM TakK, ImpoJieTesia J00pbie METPOB MATh WU IIeCTb. Meu OT/ieTes B CTOPOHY.
S TYT e MpUITOAHSIIACH U, TPSCS TOJOBOM, MBITAJIACh XOTh KaK-TO MpUiTH B ceds. Korma mosep-
HYJIaCh K HAM JIMIIOM, TO YBUJEJIa, YTO B MOIO CTOPOHY YK€ TPUOTMKAIOTCS HECKOIBKO BaMITHPOB.
CynopoxHO ullia rjia3zaMy Med, MOHUMaJla, 4To 3TO MOE€ eIMHCTBEeHHOe criaceHue. OH Jiexas CIUII-
KOM JIaJIEKO OT MEHSI.

— T'ocriony, uTO Xe Tereppb OyaeT? — UCIyraHHO MpOIIenTaa .

S1 BcTana v nornuia B CTOpOHY Meva, HO, YBBI, BpEMEHH JIJIsI 9TOTO TIOUTH He Obu1o. Kak Tombko
clieyiasia 1maroB JIeCSTh, OIMH BaMITUP TYT K€ OJHUM B3MaxoM PYKH IMpecéK Bce MOM AercTBus. S
OIISITh OTJIETENIa B CTOPOHY M yAApHIJIach CIIMHON 00 MOTHIILHYIO TUTUTY.

«Kaxk 0051bHO ! »

S maxe He ycrena MOMHATHCS, KaK KO MHE TYT e MOJIETeN N IBa APYTUX U OIUH U3 HHUX C
pa3maxy XoTes yIapuTh MEeHS, HO sl OTKJIOHWJIACh, W y/Iap TIPUIIIENICS O TUTUTY, OHA pa3Baiiiiach OyK-
BaJIbHO TorolaM. OCKOJIOK Tonaj B crivHy. Teno HacKBO3b MPOH3WIA HeBhIHOCHUMAs O0ib. 51 ene
cliepkanach, YTOOBI HEe 320paThb.

—Bot 0 4yém s roeopwia! Bel moaio Hamagaete CO CIMHBL, TEM CaMbiM M30eraere 4ecTHOU
O0pbOBI! — TTPOrOBOPHUIIA ST CO 3JIOCTHIO.
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— Y10 ), TEM CaMbIM MBI OfIEPKMBAEMBIM BBEPX HaJl IPOTUBHUKOM!

1 e roBOpuMII, UYTO CMESThCS MOoC/eqHUM Oyay s, a Thl He Bepuiia. B3ath e€! — ckomanoBam
3I0POBSIK C JOBOJILHOM U THYCHOU YJIBIOKOM.

TyT ke ABa conaaTa ¢ IByX CTOPOH B3SUIM MEHs 32 PYKH, TaK KPETKO, YTO Ka3aJloCh, OTOPBYT HX.

— Kanwuran, a yro aenatb ¢ MedoM? — BAPYT CIIPOCKIT OAMH U3 Bammupos.

310pOBSK YCMEXHYJICS U CKa3a:

— Huyero! OcraBsb ero 371ech, eii OH yxke OoJbllie He TTOHAI00UTCs, a Ham TeM Oonee! Xa-xa-
Xa, — OH OISITh PACCMESIICSI CBOMM IIPOTUBHBIM HEECTECTBEHHBIM CMEXOM.

¢l Oblna HU )KMBa U HA MEPTBA, pa3faBiieHa He TOJIBKO (PU3UYECKH, HO M MOPAJTHHO.

«[loTeprieTs mOpaxkeHue B MepBOil OMTBE, J1a elI€é B TAKOM MeCTe — 3TO CThIA U TO030p AJIs
OXOTHHKA!»

«Kak Tak moxHO?! A Benp 51 qake He nonania K Jlekcy!»

ITO eIMHCTBEHHAs MBIC/Ib, KOTOpasl MPOJieTeNia Y MeHs B TOJIOBE, Tepejl TeM Kak s ToTepsijia
CO3HaHUeE.

«— Hy, kak mebe?

— BHaeww, Atiga, oymaro, mol OblAa NPAsa, Mo UCMOPUsL O Haweli cemve. A U He 3HAA, Umo
omuyy npeonazanu mumyn noGeAumenst 6AMNUPOs, d OH OMKA3ACS.

— Mla-a, cmpanto, umo pooumenu 06 3MOM HUKO020A He 2080PUNU U 8 CEMEHbIX apXUBAX 00
9MOM MOdHCe Hem YNOMUHAHULL. A 60M MHe UHMEPECHO, Koe2oa Jce Haul nana ecmpemun mamy?! —
YAbIOHYNACH Oe8YUIKA.

—/lasaii, uumaii..., 3MOM MOMEHM Yxce OM3OK, U NOMOM YHC OUEHb XOUEMCS Y3HAMD,
HACKOAbKO 2AYyna U HaueHa okaxcemcs sma Pomanua oanvute... HA0O dHce CMONLKO OUUOOK, MOXdce
MHe OXOMHUUA Ha 8aMnupos! — ycmexnyacs opam.

— Caywaiti, Oepoicu céeuKy posHo, a Mo 80CK Kanaem npsimo Ha CMPAHUYbL. ..

— [lasati uumari!

— Bcé, vumao....»
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Yactb BTOpas «/Ipy3bsa»
I'naBa I. Cnacenne

He 3Hato, ckoibko s mpoObUia 6e3 Co3HaHM S, HO KOT/Ia OYHYJIach, ObLIO yxke cBeTIo. f nexana
I7Ie-TO B JIeCy, TOJIOBa ryesia, ¥ 9T0 He YIUBUTEILHO: TIPEskK/Ie YeM OTKJIIOUIIIACh, TOTyYrIa TIPUITAY-
Hylo 3aTpenHy. COIHEYHBIN Iy, MPOOUBABIIMIICS Yepe3 JIMCTBY A€PEBbEB, CBETUJI IIPSMO B IJia3a.

— Yro npousouuio? Ilouemy s 3nech?

OrisaapiBasich 1O CTOPOHAM, CTajla MeJUIEHHO MOJHUMAThCsA. Beé Teno Hputo oT 60mu. Yausis-
I0Cb, YTO BOOOIIE OCTAJIACH KUBOH !

—He 3ps ena cronpko TadNeTok ¢ Kaiubiem! 3aTo KOCTH TIeJIbl, HO TIoYeMy OKa3aJslach 3/1ech?
He ycrienu poramuth 10 3aMKa? — OKOHYATEIbHO BCTaB, MBITAJIACH HAUTU OTBETH HA COOCTBEHHbIC
BOTIPOCHI.
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Opnexna OblTa B MOpPsIZIKE, TaKe COBCEM HE TIOPBAHHOMW, M HAKMAKA ObLIa 11eJI0M, HO BOT Meva
PSIIOM HE OKa3ajoch.

— OH TaK ¥ ocrajcs Jiexarh TaM, Ha KJIagouIie, Kak xkaJjko.... Kak ke tenepb 0e3 Hero?

Meu ObLT €AMHCTBEHHBIM MOMM OPYKHMEM Tepe/i BAMITUPAMH.

«Ceftuac 51 mepe] HUIMHU O€33alUTHA, XOTS. .. TIOKa CBETHUT COJHIIE, s1 B O€30MaCHOCTU. A 4TO
OyleT MIOTOM. .. M1 KOTOPbIN Yac?»

1 cTosiia v oI ABIBAIACH IO CTOPOHAM, TBITASICh ONPEAENUTD, T/Ie HAX0KyCh. MecTo /17151 MeHs
ObLIO a0COMIOTHO HE3HAKOMBIM, JIaXKe JIEPeBbs Ka3aJIMCh BhIIIIe!

«Yeépr! darne a? Kyga untu-to?» — 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO MIOCTENIEHHO HAUMHAJIA 37IUTHCS HA CaMy
ce0s1 32 TO, YTO IEMEHTAPHO HEe MOTJIa COPUEHTUPOBATHCS HA MECTHOCTU. BOKpYT ONIUH Jiec M HU4ero:
HU JJOPOTH, HU PEUYKH, HU TPOMMHKU — MPOCTO Jiec. BcroMHMA, 4TO Yy MeHsI AOJKHO ObUIO OBITH
3epkaio! TyT ke mpolynajia KapMaHbl Ha IITaHaxX, HO. .. TYCTO!

— I'ociogu, Heyxenu notepsuia? Mimm BhIpOHMIIA, KOT/Ia BCTaBala, Bedb TAaKOE TOXE MOXKET
OBITh, — yCIIOKanBaJia ceOsl.

[TpocMoTpena KycTbl, KOTOpbIE pOCIU psAOM — HU4Yero. Ha Kopsiukax KpyroB HsTh OIOJ3JIA
BOKPYT TOrO MECTa, TJIe JieXKaa, HO BCE ObLIO TIETHO. 371asl U yCTaBIIas cejla Ha TPaBY U, B3SIB B PyKH
KaMeHb, OT 3JI0CTH PE3KO CTYKHYJIa 1O 3eJIEHOMY JIMCTY JIOMyXa, POCHIETO PSIOM U TYT ke YCIIblIasa
XPYCT CTeKJIa.

«Her... Tonpko He 310! IlycTh 3TO OyHeT He MOE 3epKao!» — s OCTOPOKHO CTajla MOJIHIUMATh
ymct, 60sich YBUAETH camoe Xyainee. Ha rina3za HeBOIbHO HaBEpHYJIUCH CIIE3BI.

«Her! Hy nouemy s takas uauorka? 3auem B3sijla 3TOT YEPTOB KAMEHb!» — C 3TUMM CJIOBAaMU
s cTajia coOMpaTh OCKOJTKH.

Koe-kak cobpaB ux BMecTe, 1o3Baja yunTess:

—Yuurens! [losiBrch, niporty Teds1. Ceidyac Thl Hy’KHa MHe, Kak HuUKoraa. [TosiBUCh ke, poiry
TeOs1! — HO KaKk HM yMOJISUIA, B OCKOJIKaX HUKTO TaK M HE MOSIBUJICS.

B 3TOT MOMEHT 51 TOUyBCTBOBAIA ceOs1 aOCOMIOTHO O€33aIUTHON U HUKOMY He HyxHou. Cuiena
¥ IJIaKasa, MPeKpacHo 0CO3HaBast CBOE mosiokeHre. CKOpO HACTYITUT HOYb, U OHU BEPHYTCSI, YTOObI
3aBepHIUTh Hayatoe. Uto Torna aenatsb? Meda He ObUIO, yUUTENS TOXE, U 0 Muppe HIuYero He ObUIo
M3BECTHO. B 1aHHOM cilyyae MeHs ye He CaceéT HU MOW CliyX, Hu oboHsiHue. Huvero! §1 naxe He
3HaJIa, B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY [IBUTaThCS.

— Ocraércst TOMBKO CUETh U KJaTh, HO 4ero kjaTh? Crnacenus? OT koro? — npousHecaa s
BCIIYX, M TYT € BHYTPHU pazJajics rojoc:

— Or ce0s!

I'nasa II. Kanuran

— Kak 3710 BHI €€ ynycTiim?! — pazgajicsi Kpuk.

—IIpoctu, x03s1H. MBI €€ B3sy1d, HO 3Ta Muppa ¢ NMOBCTaHIIAMU BCE UCTIOPTUIIA, — Pa3faiCs
MPUTTYIIEHHBIN rosoc KanuTana.

—B&i ut0, 32 MIMOTa MeHs aepxute?! — ¢ 3TUMU ciI0BaMu BU3uph BCKOUMIT CO CBOETO Kpecia U
HaIipaBUJICA K KEI.HI/ITaHy 1 HECKOJIBKUM JIaMUAM, OCTaBIIMMCS B )KUBBIX. HOHOﬁHH IMOYTH BIUVIOTHYIO,
CKBO3b 3yObl TPOU3HEC:

—BbI uto, coBcem otynenu? Pa3Be st HaOpas Bac, Uit TOrO 4YTOOBI Bbl YO€Xasu ¢ monsi 00s1?
Bel pa3Be He 3HaeTe Koro Mbl uiieM? Tak s BaM HAINlOMHIO: Bbl JOJKHBI ObLTH TIPUBECTU OXOTHUILY
Y 3Ty Y€PTOBY MOMYKPOBKY MHppY, KOTOpbIE YOUIM MOUX AEBOYEK, MOUX UYIHBIX JOUYEK,— MOCIe-
HHE CJIOBA OH MPOU3HEC C HEXKHOCTHIO, HO OMOMHMBIIKCH, €T0 JIMIIO CHOBA MCKAa3Wia 3JI0CTh, U OH
MIPOKpUYA:
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— Hanomuwure emié pas, mouemy Bbl €€ ymycTwid. Ecu npuynHa yBakuTebHAsT — TOIIAKY,
€CJIM HeT — TIeHsTiTe Ha ces1! — C STUMU CJIOBaMH OH OTBEPHYJICS U CITYCTsI MTHOBEHHE yKe BOCCeall
Ha TPOHE.

Psiom cupienu kKpacuBble BAMITMPIIU-IAMUAY, B PyKaX KOTOPBIX ObLIM OOKAJIbI C «HEKTAPOM».
[To3aau cTosiIM OXpaHHUKHU — BBICOKME M ITUIOTHO CJIOKEHHBIE BAMITUPBL. B 3aie nocnpimancs menor
MHOTOUKCJIEHHON CBUTHI.

— Tuxo! — kpukHy1 Busnpsp, MOCMOTPEB B CTOPOHY LIENITABIIUXCS.

JleBYIIKY B3/IPOTHYJIM, YTO OBUIO 3aMETHO IO MX OOKajlaM, a OCTaJIbHBIE 3aMOJTYATIA W UCITY-
raHHO YCTaBWIMCh Ha Busupsi.

— T'oBopure, 51 cnymaioo! — KpukHy1 Busups B cropony KanuTana u apyrux comnuar.

—[ocnonyH, MBI HACTUTIIM MX Ha Kiaaowuie «[lorudmmx OXOTHUKOB». Muppy cpasy yBUIEIH,
1 s OTJJT pacropsiKeHne JOTHATh e€, a Mbl TeM BPeMEHEeM 3aTalIMCh B KYCTaX U CTaM HaOIoIaTh
3a kagoumieM. CITycTsl Kakoe-TO BpeMsl M3 CKJIeTa BHIIUIA JeBYOHKA, HUYeM He MprMevaTreibHas,
0OBIYHAsA, HO Ha yIMBJIEHUE OYeHb Xpabpas, Moi rocrioguH! [Ipexae yeM e€ moviMau, OHa CHecsa
TOJIOBBI JIBYM MOUM JIUIIIUM cojifatam. Mbl yxe Oput B YEpHOM Jiecy, KOrjia Haraivi MOBCTAHIIBI BO
rnaBe ¢ Muppoii. MIx 6su10 0KOJIO 1BafmaTi. Mou CoNiaThl Cpakaich Xpadpo U MOUTH OfepKain
noOeny, KaK C IPYTroi CTOPOHBI MOSIBUJICS e1IE¢ OUH OTPsI/] TOBCTAHIIEB, M HAM HUYETr0 He OCTaBaJIOCh
Jenath, Kak oTcTynuth. Ho, rocnonuH, Obuia mpourpaHa JMiis OUTBa, a He BokHA. [Ipuiiiock ocra-
BUThH JICBUOHKY, MHAUE Obl Mbl HE TOOPAJIMCH CIOAA U HE CMOTJIH OBl TIPEAYIPEIUTh O CTYIMBIIEMCS.
[Tpomny, rociognH, MOCTyMail Kak MOCYUTACIIb HY)KHBIM, U €CJIM Mbl 3aCTYXKUJIM CMEPTh, TO MYCTh
oHa OyJIeT YecThIo JIJIs Hac, a He TT030POM, — C STUMU CJIoBaMU KaruTaH U ocTajbHbIe JIJAaMUU yTIAIn
Ha OJIHO KOJIEHO, CMUPEHHO OITyCTHB T'OJIOBBI.

Kakoe-To Bpems B 3ajie CTOsIJIa TUIIIMHA, Jake BaMITUPIIH MEPeCTasIy MUTh U3 OOKAJIOB, yCTa-
BUBIIHCh Ha Busupsa. OH 3agymaicsi, 3aTeM, BBIXBATWJI OOKaJl y OMHOW M3 HUX U 3QJIIIOM BHIITUB
cogepxumoe, nopomen k Kanurany.

—Kanuran, 51 3Ha0 TeOs yke JaBHO U yBepeH — BpaTh Thl HE CTaHEelllb, BCTaHb! — MOCJIe 3TUX
ciioB Kanuran Bcran u mocMoTpen B miaza Busupio.

—5 Bepio Tebe. Tl HU pa3y MeHs He TOABOAMII U He JiTasl. TBOsSt HOBOCTb, ISHCTBUTENLHO, BaJKHA,
U s pajl, 4YTO Bbl BEPHYJIUCh, XOTSI U HE BCE, HO BEPHY/IUCH. Ternepb Mbl 3HAeM, C KEM BCE 9TO Bpems
coTpynHuvaga Muppa. Dto 1ieHHass nHgopMarlivsi, 1 OyJieM ToTOBbI K HOBBIM aTakaM. 51 mepenaio B
TBOE pacnopsikeHue elle YeTbipe IecsATKA JaMUid. YCUJIb OXpaHy BOKPYT 3aMKa U MIpeayIipeind Bcex
o noBcraHmax. [1ycts OyIyT rOTOBHI K HANaICHUIO, 1 He 3a0bIBaiiTe, YTO OHU MOTYKPOBKH. $1 Hajech
Ha TebOs1, — Bu3uphb yganuics B MOKOU.

— 41 Tebs He MozBeAy, MOW rocnoauH! — ¢ 3TUMH clioBaMu KaruTaH, a 3a HUIM M OCTaJIbHbIC
COJIJIAThI, YAATUIINCH.

CrycTst moyaca BOKPYT 3aMKa yiKe CTosUla YCWJIEHHasi oxpaHa. Bce 3Hayii, YTO MOBCTaHIIbI
ornacHsel. [TycTh OHM OBUTM BaMITMPaMU HATIOJIOBUHY, HO JIa)ke 9TO HUKOTJA HEe Mellajo UM yOuBaTh
«UYHUCTBIX», 1a ¥ caM (PaKT TOTo, YTO OHU BCETO JIMIITh «TIOTYKPOBKW», YKe ObUT BECKMM apryMEHTOM,
YTOOBI M30ABJIATHCA OT HUX. KaK-TO OIMH MX CaMbIX CTapbIX BAMITUPOB CKa3asl: «JIMOO ObITh YMCTHIM
BaMITUPOM, JIMOO He OBITh UM BOOOIIIE ! »

N 511 cnoBa 3Ha Kax/ablii BAMITUP, MOYUTAT X KaK 3aKOH, HO TPaKTOBaJ Mo-cBoemy. Bce
ObUIM HAaroToBe. Brikumanu.

I'nasa II1. Cous

—Beimyctute mensi! Kakoe Bbl uMeeTe mpaBo epxkarh MeHs 37ech?! — kpuuana CoHs, cTyya
KyJIaKaM¥ B 3allepTyIo JIBEPb.

C Toro MOMeHTa, Kak 371ech OKa3ajiach, OHa HM Ha MUHYTY He TepecTaBajia 00poThcs. B e€
roJIOBe HUKAK He YKJIAABIBAJIOCh TO, YTO MPOU3OILIO. Bosbilie Bcero e€ 6ecuio oaqMHOYECTBO. XOTs
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B 3aMKe 110 HoYaM OypJuJia )KU3Hb, el BCE paBHO ObUIO OUeHb CTpaIlHO. Bc€ 310 Bpems oHa Jiymaa
O CBOMX POIHBIX: Mame, Tarie, cecTpe, KOTopble He 3HAJIM, Iie OHa ¥ uBa Jiu BooOuie? Ho Homnblie
BCETrO OJIOJIEBAIN JIBE MBICJIH: UTO C Hel

Oy/IeT ¥ 9TO CIy4rIiochk ¢ noapyroi? Bropas, koneuHo, 6ecriokonsa e€ kyaa Oosnbiie. [Tocne
TOTO, Kak e€ HACUJIbHO YBENM, OHa ellE IMbITaJach BHIPBAThCSA W MPUITH HA TIOMOIIb MOAPYTe, HO
BcE ObUIO Oecrione3no. CTOMIIO el caenaTh Iar, Kak BaMITMpPbl TYT e BO3Bpalaif e€ Ha MeCTO U B
KOHEYHOM UTOTe MPUTALTAIN B 3TOT 3aMOK. Elf Ka3a10ch, 4TO OHA 371eCh HAXOAUTCS LIENTYI0 BEYHOCTb.
Huém CoHs cnaja, a HoYblo OMIach B IBEPbH, MHITASCh MPUBJIEYDL K ce0e XOTh KaKOe-TO BHUMAaHHE.
[NoHavasy mpuXOauITH, MPUHOCKIIH €y ¥ TOBOPHJIM O KAKOM-TO 3aMYy’KeCTBe U 0 Kakoi-To Banbpuke,
a MOTOM BHU3UTHI CTAJIN

pexke U B KOHEYHOM UTOTe MpeKpaTuiiich Boooie. [IpoIio yxe Tpoe CyToK, Kak OHa cujesna
B TOPAIOM OIMHOYECTBE B CBOEH TEMHOI KOMHaTe. JIMIIb CBET OT HECKOJIBKHX CBEUel Jie1ajl KOMHATY
HeMHoro cBeriee. OKHa pacnoarajyuch CJIMIIIKOM BBICOKO U, aXe BCTaB Ha CTYII, AEBYIIIKA HE MOTJIa
10 HUX A0TsHyThes. Korna Ha ynure ays Betep, BHYTpH

CTAHOBUJIOCH CBEKEe U 3allax CBEUHOH rapy OIIyIIajics He Tak OcTpo. B KoMHaTte cTosiia ogHa
eIMHCTBEHHas1 OOJIbINAsl KPOBATh, €CJM, KOHEUHO, HE CUMTATh CTOJIA U IBYX CTY/IbeB. Ha crorne exan
TIOJIHOC, Ha KOTOPOM HaXOIMJIMCh TpahiH ¢ BOIOKM U HeOObIas yamika ¢ (ppykTamu. He TpoHy THIMU
(pykramu. A em€ cTosil KHWKHBIA 1IKad, B KOTOPOM JIeKala €IMHCTBEHHAs] KHUTa, IIPUYeM Ha
nmatTuHCKOM si3bike. K CoHe mepectany XoauTh, IOTOMY YTO OHA OTKa3ajach OT 3aMyXKecTBa Jia U
BUJIETb 0CO0O TOKE HUKOro He xotena. E€ moHumanu 6e3 CioB, M pe3yJIbTaT — Tpoe CYTOK OfiHa.
OxoHYaTeTbHO BHIOMBIIKICH U3 CUJI, TIOJOIILTA K CTONY, B3s1a SI0JIOKO U, HAJIKYCHB €T0, 33 JyMajiach.
E€ n1110 nocTeneHHo CTano MCKaXaTbCsl HEHABUCTBIO, M30 PTa BBIPBAJICS IMOJHbBIA OTYASIHUSI KPUK,
1 s0JIOKO CO BCEro pazMaxa IojieTesio B ABepb. JleByIlka MeIeHHO JIONLIa 10 KPOBATH M, yIaB Ha
HeE, pa3phlaaIach.

— [Mouemy 310 cyunaoch UMeHHO co MHOU? Ecii Ol 31ech OKa3anack PomanHa, BCE ObLTO Obl
no-apyromy! I'ne xe o1, Pomouka? Yrto ¢ 10601, ofpykKka? — MporoBopusia OHa CKBO3b CIIE3bI.

Ha ymune cremueno. Ecim npucinymarbcsi, MOXKHO OBUIO CIIBIIIATh, KAK OOMTATENTN XOAST T10
3aMKy, CMEIOTCS M 9TO-TO 00Cy:kAat0T. CITycTsl KaKoe-TO BpeMs IBEPb OTKPbUIACH, K B KOMHATY BOIIEN
MOJIOJION CTAaTHBIM BaMIAp. 3aKpbIB 32 COOOH JBEpPb, OH BHUMATEIHLHO TIOCMOTPEIT Ha 3arjlakaHHOE
Mo AeBymkd. E€ omyxime ot Jonrux cié3 miasa BbhIpakal CTpax, OH 9TO YyBCTBOBI. 3aTeM
MeJIEHHBIMH IIaraM¥ TMOJOIIEN K CTOJTY, TOCMOTPEJT Ha Yaliky ¢ (bpyKTamMH U, IPUCEB Ha Kpail cTona,
CIIPOCHIT:

— Tol onsATh HUYETO He ena?

Ero ronoc mpo3Byya CoKoOMHO U 3a00T/IHBO.

—Tebe kakoe aeno0? 3auem Thl BooOIIIe crofia nmpuimén? [TocMoTpeTs, Kak MHE 371eCh XOpomio? —
pasapa)xEéHHO MPOroBOPUJIA OHA.

K e€ yauBiieHH10, OH MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTABAJICSI CIIOKOMHBIM.

—Her. Tbl He mpaBa, 51 MPHUIIENT TOMOYDb TeOe, IOTOMY UTO 3HAI0 TeOsl yKe IaBHO U MHE KaJIKO
CMOTPETh, KaK Thl Ce0s1 H3BOIMIITh.

—He cmotpu! Tebs crona HUKTO He 3BajI, caM npuinesn! Eci Obl BB MeHS CIoia He TPUTAIINIH,
s1 OBl ...s1 Obl ObLTa apyroii! — kpukHysa CoHsl, CBepiisi CBOMMH KapyUMH IJ1a3aMH €ro HETIOHSITHOTO
[[BETa IJ1a3a.

OH Bcraj, BCE Tak K€ MEJUIEHHO MOJAOIIEN K KpOBaTd, Ha KOTOPOW CUJEIa MCIyraHHas
AEBYIIKA, TIPUCE U TPOTOBOPHLI:

—3TO TBOU JJOM U He TIPUBECTHU TeOsI CIoJIa MBI TIPOCTO HEe MOIJIA! DTU CTEHBI Th 3HACIITh JABHO,
KaX[bIid YTOJIOK 3TOTO 3aMKa MPOCTO mporuTad To6oi! Thl 3Haemb 3aech aOCOMOTHO BCE U Beex!
[Tpocto Te6Ge HyKHO BCIIOMHUTH, BajibpHKa. .. — ¢ STUMM CJIOBAMH OH MPOTSHYI K Hell pyKy, HO CoHs
COCKOYMJIA M OKA3aJIach IO APYTYI0 CTOPOHY KPOBATH.
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—He cmeit menst Tak Ha3biBaTh. S — Consi! Y kuBY 51 HE 371eCh, @ B CBOEM JIOME C MaMOi1, TTaromn
Y CECTpOM. A 311ech 5 HUYEro U HUKOTO He 3Halo! — MPOKpUYasia OHa CO 37I0CThIO.

E€ kapue rimaza mpocTo ropesi OT HeHaBUCTH | 3JI00bI, HO OH OCTaBaJICS CTIOKOWHBIM.

— Iaxe ceituac, KOria Thl TOBOPUIIIb 3TH CJIOBA, I71a3a BHIAIOT TEOsI.

Takoii B3r1s1 ObLT TOJIBKO Y Basbpuku, To ecthb y Te0s1! OTpriias BCE, Thl TEM CaMbIM MTPUOIHU-
JKaerlb ceOs K MpaBie, HeY:KeJM BCE enié He MoHMMaelb 3Toro? Thl He CMOKeIIb yOeKaTh OT CBOETO
MPOIIIOTO U OT CBOEH cynbObl. Kak Obl ThI 3TOr0O HE XOTeJa, HO 3TO JIOJKHO OBUIO CITYUUThCH,

M 39TO CIIyYHIIOCh, — TPOU3HEC OH, BCTAaB C KPOBATH.

E€ rnaza BeicoXJu OT C1€3, ¥ OHA YK€ He CMOTpeJIa Ha HEro C TOU MepBOHAYAJIbHON HEHABUCTHIO.
Ceituac OHa MBITAIACh TIOHSTH €ro, HO YTO-TO BHYTPH HE JaBajio MOKOS, YTO-TO CHUJIBHOE TSHYJIO K
HEeMy, ¥ OHa He TIOHUMaia, YTo MMeHHO. OHa BHJeJIa ero MepBbli pa3 B )KU3HU U MIOYEMY-TO YKe He
6osuack. OH He ObLT TAKMM, KaK BCe APYrMe BaMIMpPHI, OH Ka3acs el ocoOeHHbIM. OHa CHOBa cefa
Ha KpOBaTh U, MOMPABUB PYKOW pacTpenaBiimecs Oesble BOJIOCH, ke 0ojiee CIIOKOWHO CIIPOCHIIa:

— Tsl roBOpUITIE O MOEM TPOIILJIOM TaK, OyATO Tebe BCE 00 ITOM U3BECTHO.

OH y/BIOHYIICS 1 OTBETUI:

— 4 3nHa10 Tebs1, Banb... — OH 3aMOTYaN, YBU/IEB, KaK €€ JIMIIO CTAJIO MEHSIThCS, TIPOIOJIKILIT,—
... Cons, yxe masHo! U 3Ha1, Kak HUKTO JIpyro. I Mory pacckaszath 0 TeOe BCE, €CJIM TOJIBKO ThI
cama 3TOr0 3aX04Yelllb, — OH MMOCMOTPEN KaK-TO 3araIoqHo.

«XO0uy JI1 51 3TO 3HaTh?» — cripocuia camy ceOst CoHs M 33 JyMUMBO

NOCMOTpEJIa Ha MOJIOIOTO BaMIIvpa.

—TbI fomkHa 910 3HaTh! CaMa MouyBCTBYEIllb, KaK CTAHET Jierye! — MPOM3HEC OH, CJIOBHO IPO-
YUTaB MOTAEHHBIE MBICJIH.

—Ho... He 3Hal0, X0uy Jiu 5 ycibluarh Bc€ 3107 Beap ceiluac s — 310 51, a HU Kakas-TO TaM
Basbpuka. .. — mpousHecsia oHa 3alyMUHBO.

—Tewm Gornee, Thl OKHA TO YCIBIIIATh, YTOOBI pa300paThCsi U HAUTH OTBETHI HA BCE MHTEpe-
CyIOIIIE BOTIPOCHI! — CKa3asl OH, CHOBA CafsiCh Ha KPOBATh.

— Xopormo! Moxemb pacckazaTh BCE, yTo Tebe N3BECTHO 000 MHe WiH 00 3Toi Banbpuke! —
cKaszaJia OHa, OKOHYATEJIbHO YCIIOKOMBIIUCH, TBEPIBIM U YBEpeHHBIM rosiocoM. OH ynabIOHyICs Oonee
IIIUPOKOM YJIBIOKOM, M OHA 3aMeTHJIa 1Ba HEOOJBIINX KJIbIKA.

— 41 oueHs paj, 4TO TH pemmia Bo BCEM pazoOpaTbesi. M MOTOM. .. Tak ObICTpee CKOpOTaelllb
BeYep, BCE-TAKM JIyIlle, YeM CHJIETh OHON B OKUJIAHUHU YETO-TO HEU3BECTHOTO, — C STUMH CIIOBAMHU
OH TOCMOTpEJI Ha He€, Clerka YJIbIOHYBIIUCH YTOIKaMU I'y0, 1 IPOIOIKIIL.

— Wrak, ¢ 4ero ke Havyarh... — C ITUMH CJIOBAMH OH 33 lyMUYHBO 1nocMoTpes Ha CoHIo.

Ona cuzena B 0XKUIaHAN UCTOPHH, TIO9TOMY HE OTBOAMJIA OT HETO CBOMX, KaK CUMTAJI BAMITUP,
0€3yMHO KpPacUBBIX M HETIOBTOPUMBIX ISl STOTO MHpa, IJ1a3. ... XO0poIlo, HAYHY C TOr0, YTO PaHbIIIe
TeOs 3Bt Banbpukoit! Tel pogom U3 OueHb 3HATHOW CEMBU U, €CTECTBEHHO, ObliIa BAMITUPOM, Yep-
TOBCKH KPAaCHBBIM U BeCbMa HEOPIUHAPHBIM BaMIiupoM! Y TeOs1 ObLIM CHHUE BOJIOCHI, HE KaK cefuac,
Y I71a32. .. 3eJIEHbIe, TOI0OHO MOJOIoM Tpase. Thl OblIa CIIUMIIIKOM HE3aBHCHMMA U HUKOT/IA He CIequIa
3a BesTHHSIMU MOJIbI B HAIlleM MHpe, Jiefiajia TO, YTO XOTesa, U Tede ObUIO aOCOMIOTHO BCE PaBHO,
41O OyIyT TOBOPUTH M JyMaTh OKpyxkatoiiye. [IoMHI0, Korjia cTapiinii HacaeAHUK TMPHUIIET TPOCUTh
TBOEH PYKH K POOUTENsIM, ObLIT BECbMa YIUBIIEH, YBUIEB TeOs1, KaK COOCTBEHHO M BCe OCTasibHble. Ha
TBOEH ry0e, Kak U B yIIax, KpacoBaJics MUPCUHT! DTO ceityac Mbl 3HaeM, Kak 3TO BCE Ha3bIBaeTCs, a
TOT/1a, IOMHIO, ThI JIOJITO, JIa U HE TOJILKO €My, OOBSICHSIIA, UTO 9TO TAKOE, a IIIABHOE — 3a4eM BOOOIIE
3TO HYXXHO ObLIO Jenarh. Pomutenyu ucnyrajimck, 4To Mocje YBUAEHHOTO OH MepeayMaeT KEeHUThCS,
¥, He ]aB BO3MOKHOCTH BBICKA3aThCsl, CTAIM BCAYECKU YroBapuBarh. [ OBOPHIIH, UTO 3TO BPEMEHHO,
Y KO JTHIO CBaJIbOBI ThI 00513aTeIbHO CHUMEIIh ceOs1 Bech 3TOT MeTasul! Beiio 3a0aBHO UX CITyIIaTh.
OHu ke He TIOI03PEeBaJIH, UTO HAC/IEIHNK JT0OWT BanbpuKy He 3a BHEIITHOCTb, a 32 Topasio Oosbliee,
YTO OBLIO B HEW, a OHA MPOCTO CTOSUIA U YXMBUISJIACh, NS HA BCIO 3Ty CLiEHYy. 3Haelllb, B 3TOM
ceMbe OBUIO TIPUHSATO BBIOUPATh ceOe B CIIYTHUKH KHU3HU KaKUX-TO «HEHOPMAJIbHBIX» MOJIOBHUHOK.
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ThI ObLTa HE TAKOM, Kak ocTajbHble BaMrupiu! Thl yke OHsIa, uTo Basibpuka MomKHa OblTa BRIATH
3aMy’K 3a CTapllero HacjeIHUKa, CUUTAIOCh, YTO CaMble CHIIbHbIE BAMITUPBI POKAATUCH TOJIBKO OT
JIVIT KOPOJIEBCKUX KPOBEH M OT OOJBIIION JIIOOBH, a Babprka 0YeHb CUJIBHO JIIOOUJIA HACIeTHHUKA, U
OH pajy He€ OBbUT TOTOB Ha BCE, axe Ha cMepTh! [IeHb cBapOBl ObLT HA3HAYEH, TOCTH MPHIJIAICHBI,
M Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE OBUIO MPOCTO 3aMeuaresibHO, KaK BIPYT... — OH 3aMOTUYaJl, CJIOBHO BCTIOMUHA
BCE MPOUCXOASIIEE CHOBA, HO HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CITYCTS1, TPOJIOJIKUJI, — ... KaK BIPYT HE3aJI0Jro 10
cBapObl iputien asaas Jlekca u Opnana — Busups u ckazai:

—BrI He MokeTe KEeHUTh MOETO TUIEMSIHHUKA Ha 9TOM CHHEBOJIOCOM, He COOMOAIONIEH TpaIu-
1, 6ectr. OH JIOKEH KEHUThCS TOJBKO HA OJHOW M3 MOUX JO4eK. S mpoTuB 3toro odpsja, u
3HaiiTe, 4To JOOBIM crlocoOoM nomeniaio sromy. [lomHio, Jlekc Toraa ckasai:

— Hamm g5 ckopo cBoeil HACTOWYMBOCTHIO MOTYOUT U ceOs1, M CBOIO CEMBIO.

S ycMexHysics M coIvIacuiIcs ¢ ero ciaoBami. [a, Hago oTaarte eMy J0JKHOE, ¢ KaKuM yIop-
CTBOM W PBEHHMEM OH TIbITaJICs keHUTh Jlekca u ero O6paTtheB Ha CBOMX Aodepsx. HWkTo torma He
o0OpaTr1 0cOO0ro BHUMAaHUS Ha ero yrpo3bl. JleHb cBabObI ObLT HA3HAYEH, TOCTH MpUTJIalieHbl. JIeke
JIMYHO KOHTPOJIMPOBA 9TO COOBITHE, TIOITOMY He ObIJIO HUKAKUX COMHEHHUM, YTO KTO-TO OCMEJTUTCS
MOMEIIATh TOPXKECTBY. A MacITad MEpONpUATHs ObLT JeUCTBUTETHLHO Beuk ! HacTtaut ieHpb cBsieH-
Horo oOpsia. Bee cobpanmch, naxke cam MOBEJIUTENb yXkKe MPUCYTCTBOBAJ, HO €IMHCTBEHHOM, KOTO
emé He ObLIO — 3TO caMoy HeBecThl. Bee kaamu e€ ¢ HeteprieHnem, ocooeHHo OpraH.

—Jlekc, Hy Kak. .. 51 BHIIVIsIKY 7! — BontHOBasics: OpliaH, HOCTOSIHHO NONPaBJisisi KOCTIOM, TaJICTYK,
BOJIOCHI, & 3aT€M TOXe caMoe B 0OpaTHOM TOPsIIKE.

Jlexc moxJiona ero 1o 1ievy u, yJisioasch, OTBETHIL:

— He Bonnyiics, Opatell. Thl BRINISIUING, KAK UICTUHHBIN TIOBEJIUTENb, TO €CTh — OTJINYHO!

OH 06ecrokoeHo mocMoTpen Ha Jlekca v MIEMOoTOM IPOTOBOPHIT:

— MHe BCc€ paBHO KaK-TO HECTIOKOWHO, OCOOSHHO IOCIe ASAMHBIX CIIOB.

—HeyxTo mymaenib, 4To BCE ITO OH CKa3all BCEPhE3? — C YIBIOKOM 1 BITOJTHE CIIOKOMHO CITPOCHIT
Jlekc.

— A TBI CUMTAaeIb, YTO HeT? — BCE ¢ TeM ke OeCroKorCTBOM criparmBai OpiaH.

JIekc ycMexHyJIcs M OTBETHIL:

-4 3Hat0, YTO HAII ASAASA MOBEPHYT HA KEHUTHOE, HO HE JyMalo, YTO OH CIIOCOOEH Ha YTO-TO
Ooubiliee, YeM Ha yrpo3bl. Jla ¥ TOTOM OH ke He HaCTOJIBKO IJTyTI, YTOOBI CTPOMTH KO3HU Halllel CeMbe.
VYcnokoiics, OprnaH, Bc€ OyaeT Xoporro!

Opnan ¢ obneryenreM B3aoxHyI. CiioBa 6para, KOHEYHO, He OYEeHb ero yOeauiv, HO BCE ke
HEMHOTO yCIOKOWIA. Bpemst nuio, a Banbpuku Bc€ He Obi10. OpliaH B3BOJTHOBAJICS HE HA IIYTKY:

— Cnymait, Jlekc, 4To-TO €€ A0JITO HET, MOXET OTIIPABUTH 3a Hel KOro-HUOYIb U3 CIIyT?

Mo nuiy Jlekca mpoGesxana TeHb OecriokoicTBa. [TocMOTpeB Ha CTOSIBIIYIO PSAOM CITyXKaHKY,
KVMBHYJI €/ TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY KOMHATHI Balbprku, ¥ OHAa TYT e YIILJIa, HO He TPOIILJIO U MUHYTHI,
Kak pa3fajicsi KpUK:

— Youmu! [Mpunneccy yousm!

[NepernsuyBimmck Mex 1y coooit, OpiaH u JIekc MeTHyIHCh B €€ KOMHATY, CJISZIOM OXpaHa 1 BCe
ocTajibHbIe. [[Bephb OblIa pacnaxHyTa, Ha IMOJTy Jiexkasia OKkpoBaBiieHHast Banbpuka. Kak Tonpko Oparhbs
3a0exaiy B KOMHATY, Cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBAJIM 3alax OXOTHUKA, HO YBHUJECB BajbpuKy, MTHOBEHHO O
HEM 3a0BUTH.

— JlpaKa, oObICKaTh BeCh 3aMOK M ero okpecTtHocTH! JII000ro, KTO He MOXOX Ha HAC WIU HE
MaxXHET Kak Mbl, MPUTAIIUTh KO MHE, ’KUBO! — 3TH cJjioBa JIeKc cka3aj BBICOKOMY U TMOJTHOBATOMY
BaMITUPY, CTOSIBIIIEMY 1103311 OIIapailieHHON TOJIIIBI.

— Jla, Mo¥i rocrioiuH, — ¢ 3TUMU ciioBamu Jlpaka ucues.

Tonma rygena 6e3 ymonky. OpiaH, CUAEBIIMI HA TIOJY W JIepKaBIIMiA Ha pykax Basibpuky,
MOBEPHYBIIMCH B CTOPOHY OpaTa, CKBO3b 3yObl TPOM3HEC:

— Ilonpocu ux 3aTKHyThCS !
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[Tocne atux cnoB Jlekc moBepHYJICsS B CTOPOHY BOJHYIOIIEHUCS TOJIIBI M KPUKHYIT:

— A Bbl uyTO pasopanuchk? [loucku u Bac kacatorcs!

KT0-TO M0o3au Tomme! ckazai:

— M3BHUTE HaC, MOBEJINTEND.

3atem ToJma OBICTPO pa3onuiack. JIeKC BhIIIEN U 3aKPbUT IBEPh B KOMHATY, OKA3aBIIUCh CHA-
pyxu. Banbpuka u Opnan octanuchk HaeauHe. OH MeJJIEHHO MPOBEN 1o e€ auily pykoil. Crycrs
MTHOBEHME OHA TIPUOTKPBLIA IJIa3a U eJie CIIBIIIHO MPOrOBOpHIa:

— Kakoii. .. Tbl cerofHs KpacHuBbIil. . .

OH HeXHO MOCMOTpeIT Ha Heé |, YJIBIOHYBIIUCh, C TPYAOM ITPOrOBOPHLT:

— Most HouHast HUMa, TpeKpacHel TeOs1 HeT HUKOTO BO Bcel TEMHOM noyioBuHe! CKaku, KTO
MOCMeJT MIPUKOCHYThCS K CAMOMY JIOPOTOMY, UTO y MEHS €CTh B 9TOH KU3HHU? — OH CTapajicsl OCTa-
BaThCS1 CIIOKOMHBIM, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO U3HYTPH €r0 pa3pbiBajia Ha YaCTU HEHABUCTb, 37I0CTh, 00U
U ... CJIE3BI.

—Cnézpl? A pa3Be BAMIMPBI MOTYT TUIAKaTh? — ¢ yauBJeHneM cripocuiia CoHsi, iepeOrB CBOEro
TOCT$I, OT Y€ro €M CTajao HEJIOBKO.

OH c ynuBjIeHHEM [TOCMOTPEN Ha HEE U CITPOCUIT:

— [Touemy ThHI cuMTaeIIIb, YTO BAMIIMPHI HE MOTYT TUIAKATH?

—Hy, ... BBI e He oM, a BpoJe Kak MepTBelbl? — cka3ajia CoHsl, OT Yero ey CTajo B/IBOIHE
HEJIOBKO.

Ha nuiie Bamnipa ObLIO HE TOJIBKO YAMBIIEHUE, HO TENIEph yKe U YCMEIlKa.

— Mp1 He MepTBenbl. Mbl COCTOMM U3 TUIOTH M KPOBH, KaK U Bbl — JIIOIU, HO MPU STOM HE
OTHOCHMCSI K YeJIOBEYEeCKOW pace U He curTaeM ceOsi MepTBeriaMu. Mbl poXJeHbl OT BAMIIMPOB, a
9TO 3HAYMUT, YTO TaK K€, KaK U Bbl, COCTOMM W3 IUIOTH U KpoBH. [IpocTo... 3T0 BCE BalM yesoBeye-
CKHE CTepPEOTHUIIBI B OTHOIIEHUHU HAC, TPUAYMaHHbIE OJJHAKIbI KEM-TO U MOIXBAYEHHbIE CTOJICTHSMH,
PasyKpallIeHHBI JI0 TAKOTO COCTOSIHUS, YTO... MHOIZA TPOCTO Pa3BOAMIIG PYKaMH, AUBY AAEIIbCS,
HACKOJIbKO Oorara yenoBeueckas ¢anraszus. Ctpax. Be€ geno B Hém! OT cTpaxa MOKHO TaKOTO IPH-
AyMaThb, 4TO Aaxe camasi 0e300MIHas MBIIIIKA, KOTOPasi caMma BCero OOUTCS, MOXET MPEBPATUTHCS B
OIPOMHYIO U IJIOTOSITHYIO KPBICY. 30MOU — 5TO MEPTBELl, BHIIOIHSIOMIMI BOJIO TOTO, KTO BBI3BAJI €T0
ayx. Mbl He Takue! — ¢ KaKUM-TO HETOJOBAaHUEM CKa3aJl OH.

— Tsl u3BMHHU, ec oOueNa STUMU CIIOBaMH, HO Be/lb YKYCHB Y€JIOBEKa, OH YMHPAET, ero
XOPOHSIT, a 3aTeM OH BCTAET U3 MOTWJIBI, Pa3Be OH KUBOM? — ¢ ynuBieHreM crpocuia CoHsl.

— Ha! On B BalleM Mupe cuMTaeTcst yMEpIIuM, a B HamieM HeT. [1ycTb mocie yKyca OH craj
TMOTYKPOBKOM, HO, TEM He MeHee, Mbl «BJIOXHYJIN» B HETO CBOIO KM3Hb, & 9TO 3HAUUT, UTO OH KUBOM ! —
cKazaJl BAMITHP, MOCMOTPEB HA 32 lyMYMBOE JIUIIO JIEBYIIIKH.

— 41 Bc€ paBHO He TIOHMMAIO, — CKa3aja, clierka yIblIOHyBIIUCh, COHs.

OH nozicen 6:1mke, HO OHA HEe CTajla OTOIBUraThCs, & HATPOTUB HEMHOTO MOABUHYJIACH U CTajIa
CIIyIIaTh TO, YTO OH cOOMpaJIcs cKa3arh. Eii ObUI0 OYeHb MHTEPECHO, M OHA OKOHYATENILHO TIepecTasa
ero 0osIThCsI, caMa He MOoHKUMast modemy. OH XOTeJNl Y4TO-TO MPOTOBOPHUTH, HO KAk Obl COBEPILIEHHO
CIIy4aliHO BCTPETHJICS C HE B3IVISIOM. YBHUJEB €ro rijas3a Tak OJIM3KO, OHA HEBOJIBHO CTajla Hacla-
KJAThCS CTOJb 3aBOPAXUBAIOLIMM 1IBETOM. Kak el X0Tesoch NOBEpHYTh TOJIOBY B JPYTI'yIO CTOPOHY,
Ha YTO-HUOYJb OTBJIEUBCS, HO KaK Ha3J0 HUYero He mporcxoamno. OHa Oblia MPOCTO HE B CHUJIAX
3TOrO ClIeJIaTh.

«boxe, uto co MHOI? [ToueMy 51 He MOy OTBECTH OT HEro 1a3?!» — MpoMesIbKHYJIa B TOJIOBE
MBICJTb.

A OH MPOJOIIKAT CMOTPETh, JIETKasH yIbIOKA CKOJIB3HYJIA O €O JIUILY.

«Termnepp, OHa MOs1!» — C STOI MBICJIBIO €10 JIMIIO O3apuiia Oosiee 3aMeTHas YJIbIOKa, M OH, CJIOBHO
OMOMHHMBIINChH, TIPOJOIKIIT PacCKas:

—Tax BOT, CMOTpH, Thl TOBOPHIIIb, YTO BAMITUP — 3TO TOT k€ CaMblil MEPTBEll, TaK? — C STUMHU
CJIOBAaMU OH BOIPOCHUTENIBHO MOCMOTPES Ha JIEBYIIKY.
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— Hy, na... — orBetmia CoHsi, He OTBOJS OT HEro B3IJISAA.

— Torma oTBeTh Ha eI1I€ OAMH BOMPOC: pa3Be MEPTBEI] MOKET UCIIBITHIBATh YYBCTBO OOU/IbI, 3710~
CTH, CTpaxa, BIIIOOJIEHHOCTH, CTPACTH M HACTAXJEHUs1 ? — MOCIIEIHUE CII0BA OH ITPOM3HEC MPHUTITYIIEH-
HBIM TOJIOCOM, TIPH 3TOM €ro IJia3a MpruoOpesr HeOOBIYHBIN CTAIBHOW OTTEHOK, a Ha JIUIIE TOSIBUIIACH
IMKasi yabIOKa, KOTOPYIO JAOTIOJHMIIM /IBa TIOKa3aBIuxcsl Kiblka. OT Beero atoro y CoHn nodeskanu
T0 KOJKE «MYpAIIKI», OHa MAIlIMHAJIBHO OTCeJIa MOAAJIbIIe, HO OH Jja’ke STOro He 3aMeTH1. B riryOuHe
AYIIH JIEBYIIIKa OblIa pajia STOMY, M YTOOBI HE TOJaBaTh BUIA, YTO CHOBA MCITYTrajach, YBEPEHHBIM
rOJIOCOM CIPOCHIIA!

— MoxeT ObITh TOJBKO 3JI0CTh?

Ero nmno BHOBb M3MEHWIIOCh, CTAaB OOBIYHBIM:

—3anoMHu: 30MOH, KaK 3aBeIEHHBIE UT'PYIIKH, B KAKYI0 CTOPOHY ITOCTABUIIIb, Ty/IA U MOWAYT.
OHHM HE B COCTOSTHMU YTO-JIMOO UCIIBITHIBATh, HE TOBOPS yke 0 uyBcTBax! OHU MPOCTO HEOCO3HAHHO
1 OECIPEKOCIIOBHO BHIMIONHSIOT BOMIO Apyroro. Bot u Bcé! Hy, Ternepps moHsIa, YTO MBI COBCEM He
MOXOXU HA HUX?

— Hy, Bpone kak noHsiia, — He 3a/[yMbIBasICh, OTBETHJIA JEBYIIIKA.

— Xopomo. Toraa st nponosky aasnbiie? — oH nmocMoTtpes Ha CoHIo.

—Koneuno! — HeoxuaaHHO 17151 cebsi CaMOl BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, OTYEro CMYIIEHHO OTBeJia OT
HEero B3IJIsA.

VABIOHYBIIHCH, OH MPOIOJIKIT:

— Opnan pepxan Banbpuky Ha pykax ¥ HE MOT MOBEpPUTb, UTO €€ BOT-BOT He cTaHer! OH u
MpPeJCTaBUThL ceOe He MOT, Kak Oy/IeT JKUTh Oe3 He€ JaJbllie.

— Munas, He momuw, riporry Teds. Ckaxu, KTo 310 caenan? Kto? — meitajics BHISCHUTH OH.

Oma ynpIOHYIach U TpoIIenTaa:

-4 mo6mo Te6s u Oyay JTOOUTH BCETra. .. — HO He YCIIeNa JOTOBOPHTH, Kak e€ rnepedm OpiiaH:

— Munas, s ymossio Te0s1, ckaxu kto? Kto nuiaer MeHst camoro qopororo?!

Ona nogHsIa pyKy M, MPUKOCHYBIIKCH MAJbIEM K ero rydoam, Mmpolienrana:

—ITogoxau u nocyiai MeHs1, 3TO OUYeHb BaXHO. {... BCE paBHO HE BBIKUBY, Thl 9TO ITPEKPACHO
MOHUMaelb. $1... Oyay moOuTh TeOs... BEUHO... M CITYCTs KAKOE-TO BpeMsl BEpPHYCh, HO TOJIBKO He
TAaKOM, KaKasl ecTh ceifuac, a Ipyrou, CABIIHIID. .. Apyrou. [Ipomry, Hailim MeHs, e Obl 1 H1 Oblia
Y KaKou Obl He. ..

Ona roBopuiia ¢ OOJNBIIMMY TAy3aMU Y 3aKpbIBaJIa IJa3a, CJIOBHO OOQyMbIBajia 3TH CJIOBA.
Banbpuka ObUta O4YeHb TsKesI0 paHeHa, U ObLIO BUIHO, UTO 3/1eCh nocTtapasics mpodeccronan. Cyas
10 BCEMY, OH CO3HATEJIbHO He yOusI e€ cpasy, a XoTes, 4To Obl OHa Myumiachk. OpraH TOJIBKO MOJTYa
KHMBAJI TOJIOBOH, TIOTOMY UTO HE 3HaJI, UYTO U cKazaTh. OH He XOTeJl BEpUTh, UTO B JTIOOOK MOMEHT TOM,
C K€M OH MPOXWI He OJHY COTHIO JIeT, ceiiuac He craHeT. 1o ObUIO He cripaBeqyBo. OH emmé pa3
B3sT ceOs1 B PYKH M KaK MOKHO CIIOKOWHEE CITPOCHIT:

—Banbpuka, Musast Mosi, JiloOuMasi MOsl TIOJIOBUHA, MOsI TeHb, MosI [Ipo3eprnivHa, CKaku, KTO
3T0 ¢ ToOOM crenan? Kto?! — OH roBOpWMII 3TH CJIOBAa UCKPEHHE U C TaKOUW JIIOOOBBIO, UTO Ka3aJIoCh,
IIPOCTO HE NepeKUBET cMepTH. OHa CHOBa OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a, M0 €€ LIEKe CKaTWIIUCh CIIE3BI, U OHA €1e
CJIBIIITHO HayaJsla TOBOPUTH:

IT0...3TO... OXOT... — cJeJIaB TIyOOKMI BOX, IJ1a3a CTAJIM IIUPE, U, BRIIOXHYB OCTATOK CBOEH
KU3HU, OHA ... MCYe3Jia, TaK U He JoroBopuB. B pykax y OpnaHa octasicsi TOIbKO MeAaiboH, Mofa-
PEHHBII UM B MEPBYIO MX BCTpedy. Bc€ 3T0 mMpon301uI0 HACTONBKO OBICTPO, YTO OH Jaxe He ychen
Co00pa3uTh, KyJia OHa JIeJ1ach, HO TIOTOM €r0 CJIOBHO OCEHUJIO, U BCsI O0JIb, 3710CTh U HEHABUCTh, KOTO-
pasi Tak JIOJITO KOMUJIACh BCE 3TO BpeMsl, TIOKA OH Jeprkajl e€, BAPYT BhIPBaIach HapyxKy Aylepas3iu-
paIoOIMM KPUKOM:

— Banbpuka-a-a-a-a!! He-e-er!!

Jlexc BOeXkan B KOMHATY W yBUAEIN, YTO HA Nony cuauT OpliaH U JepKUT B pyKax MeIaiboH,
BOKpYT ObLJ1a KPOBb, HO He ObUT0 Banbpuku. EE€ Ooibiiie HET, a OH Aaxe He ycriel rnornpomarbcs. Emy
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OBbLJIO OYEHb JKaJlb, Bellb OH ObLT 3HAKOM C HeH JoJbIlle, 4eM oHa ¢ Opatom. Ha oqHom u3 6asios Jlekce
no3Hakomm1 Banbpuky u Oprana, ¥ Iociie 3TOro OHM yke Beeraa Obimi BMecte. Kak Obl cTpaHHO He
3By4asio, HO JIEKCy, HACKOJIBKO I €ro 3Hal0, HUKOTJa U HUKTO He HpaBWJICS. BO3MOXHO, OH U yBIIe-
KaJICsI KeM-TO, HO TOJILKO Pajyl yIOBJIETBOPEHUsI COOCTBEHHBIX MOTpeOHOCTEN. JIIOOUTh HUKOTO He
MoOWII, pa3Be uTo TOJIBKO POAUTENel U OpaTheB, TOITOMY HUKOI/IA HE TIOHUMAJT TeX 4yBCTB, KOTOpPBIE
UCTIBITBIBAJIA APYT K

apyry Banbpuka u Opnan. [Topoit 6par gaxe oOuxkaics Ha HEro, MoToMy 4YTo TOT MPOCTO He
MOT X MOHSTh, HO 3aTO OHM MOTJIM OBITh YBEPEHBI B MOICPKKE MOBEIUTENS. TaK MOMyUIHIOCh U CO
cBaapO0i. Opran ObLT OUeHb pajl, KOTjia y3HaI, 9To OpaT He TOJIBKO MOJJIepXkKall UX UACI0 KEHUThCS,
HO M B35UJT Ha ce0s1 OpraHM3aIMIo CTOMIb KPYITHOTO MepOnpusATHs. Tak 4To MOXKHO OBLIIO TOJIBKO JOra-
JBIBATHCS, YTO YyBCTBOBAJ Ha TOT MOMeHT AJiekcanap. [la u Bambpuka Oblia Kak pOJCTBEHHUK B
9TOI HEOOJIBILION CeMbe, TaK, 10 KpaiiHel Mepe, cuutall oH. OH moAomen K OpaTy U, MOJOKUB PYKY
Ha TUIeY0, CKas3al:

— ITotiném, 30ech OoJIbllIe HEYEro aearh!

Opnan noBepHyicsi kK Opaty, u Jlekc yBunmen ero juio. OHO ObUIO 37IBIM, a IJ1a3a ObLIH
HACTOJIBKO TUKMMH U 00e3yMEBIIMMH, YTO Ha KaKyIO-TO JIOTIO CeKyH/Ibl JIEKCy cTajio He 1o cede OT
3TOrO, HO, TIPS B ce0si, OH TIOBTOPILT:

—Ioiipém, Opnan! 3xeck Goibiiie nenath Hedero! S mpukaxy 3aKpbITh 3Ty KOMHATY HaBcerja!

Oprnan BcTal, ero JIMIO MO-MPekHEMY BbIPakaso 3JI0CTb, U OH MPOKPHYAL:

—Hy u ut0?! Thl O-TIpEeXKHEMY CUUTAEIIIb, YTO HE CTOUJIO BOJTHOBATHCS U3-3a JAJUHBIX CJIOB?!

—Ycnokorics, Opnan! S mpekpacHo TeOst MOHUMAIO H... — JISKC He ycres TOTOBOPHTh, KaK ero
niepeOw1 Opat:

—Uro Te1 noHuMaerb?! Tl HUKOTIA Hac He monuMa! Kak ceffuac cmeelilb roBOPUTh O KaKUX-
TO IOHSATUSIX ! ThI KU TOJIBKO TEM, YTOOBI YIOBJIETBOPUTH CBOH MIOXOT/IMBBIE MOTpeOHOCTH! Thi HUKO-
712 He JTIOOWI, M Thl HE CMeelllb TOBOPUTh O TOM, YTO IOHMMAEITb MEHs1! — HAKOHEII-TO JIOTOBOPHUJ
Opian.

Kazanocs, ceiiyac OH BHIIUIECHYI Ha Oparta BCIO CBOIO HAKOMMBIIYIOCS HEHABKCTD M 3JI0CTh, HO
MIOKa OH TOoBOpWII, Y JIeKca Ha Jinile He JPOTHYJI HU OIMH MYCKYJl. Eciu Obl Ha HEro moBBICKII TOJIOC
KTO-HUOY/Ib Opyrou, a He Opar, To JIekc pazopBaj Obl €ro Ha KyCKH, Jake riia3oM He MoprayB. Ho
ceiyac OH CTOsUT He Kak TMOBEJIUTENb BaMIIMPOB, KOTOPOTO OTYMTHIBAJIA €r0 MpaBas pyka — OpinaH,
a Kak MyIaammi Opat, KOTOPOro OTYMTHIBaUI cTapiuii. OH nepexuBai, HO BUILy He rnokasbiBaji. Ero
JIMIIO TIO-TIPEKHEMY OCTaBAIOCh KAMEHHBIM 1 XOJOIHBIM. K HecyacTblo [11s1 Hero camoro, ero BJiacTh
HE Tepriesia HUKaKUX SMOIIUM, TOIBKO YETKUI YM M XOJIOMHOE CepIIie, KaK KOTAa-TO YUMII X OTell.

Jlexc CHOKOWHBIM T'OJIOCOM TTPOIOIIKIAT:

— Oprnan, He HaJJO BUHUTH MEHSI BO BCEX Tpexax, TO, YTO 51 HUKOTAA U HUKOTO He JIIOOWI — 3TO
eIé He 03HAYaeT, YTo 51 OeCUyBCTBEHHBIM.

Banbpuka Obla JI1s1 MEHs TIOYTH POIHOM CECTPOM, KOTOPOW Yy HAC HUKOTIA He ObLIO, U MHE,
BO3MOXHO, HE TaK TsIKeJIo Kak TeOe, HO sl BCE paBHO OueHb coxaiiero! — Jleke Mpou3HEC 3T clioBa
HACTOJIbKO UCKpeHHe, uTo Opnad ObUT yauBaeH. OH HUKOT/IA He CIIBIIAT OT Oparta MOJOOHBIX peUei.

Vike Oonee criokoitHo OpaH CIpOCHIT:

— Kak cumraeriib, 3T0 ASAUHBIX PYK JIeJ10?

Jlekc 3amymaiics U ckasal:

— He nymarto, OH BCE-Taku HaIll Asifisl, HO O TOM, YTO OH HE BUHOBEH U HE MPUYACTEH K 3TOMY,
s CKa3aTh C TIOJIHOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO TOXKE HE MOTY.

— JIymaerb, 4TO HaIl A5 He CIIOCOOEH Ha yOMICTBO? — ¢ yauBieHHeM cripocuit OpaH.

— A Tbl 1yMaellib, 4TO Aa? — BOIPOCOM Ha BOIPOC OTBETUJI JIekc.

— Tsl xe 3Haemb, OH, KOHEYHO, YOUBAET, M 3TO HU ISl KOTO HE CEKpeT, HO YTOOB OH pajau
CBOEH 4€pToBOM ey yousn Banbpuky. .. — ckazan 3aayMmunBo OpraH.
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— JlaBaii BbliiieM OTCIOa ¥ TIOTOBOPHM I7ie-HUOYAb B APYTOM MeCTe, XOpOIIo? — BAPYT Ipell-
noxui Jlekce.

Opmnan emé pa3 orisizies BClo KOMHATY U, OCTAHOBUB CBOW B3IJIsA] HA MECTe, IJe TOJIBKO YTO
nexaia Banbpuka, ckazan:

— KoneuHo. ..

3areM OH BbIIIEN, a ciienqoM — Jlekc. 3akpbiB 32 cOOO0M IBEPb, OHM HAMPABWJIUCH TI0 TEMHOMY
KOPHUJIOPY B CTOPOHY TPOHHOTO 3aJ1a.

— Cnymaid, a Beib Asi/isl MOT' TIPOCTO KOTO-HUOYAb HaHATH! — BAPYT ckazayn OplaH, HApyIIUB
THUIIVHY.

— Bo3moxHo, Tl 1 mpaB. Cam yOMBaTh HEe CTaHET, OH He HACTOJIBKO IJIyI, HO KOTrO-HUOY/Ib
HaAHATh — 3TO 3aMPOCTO, Borpoc koro? Kro emnié 6pu1 3anHTEpecoBaH B e€ cMeptu? KoMy oHa Meriaa
KUTH? — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU OH ITOCMOTpeJT Ha Opara.

Oprnan Momyalt, HO Yepe3 Mnapy MUHYT OH BCTPEBOKEHO CKa3aJl:

— Oxornukam! Korga s cnpocun y Basibpuku, KTO 3TO czienajl, OHa CKasajia CJIOBO «OXOT».
Ckopeii Bcero, oHa UMeJia B BU1y OXOTHHUKA.

Jlekc 3agymavicsi, HO HEHaIONTO:

— MoxeT ObITh 5 ¥ OIIUOAIOCh, HO, TIOMHUTCSI, KOT/Ia MbI 320€KaJTi B KOMHATY, sl TOYyBCTBOBAJI
3arax OXOTHUKA. ThI CIIy4aiiHO... — He ycres J0roBopuTh JIekc, Kak ero repeOus MOsSBUBIIHAIACS
BaMIIUp.

Hu3ko MOKJIOHWBIIIUCH, OH BCTPEBOXKEHO TOJIOKIL:

— lNocionyH, ¢ ceBepHOM CTOPOHBI 3aMKa CONAThl OOHapyKuM nosctanueB! Ceityac Tam UIET
outsa! JIpaka ckazai, 4To KTO-TO U3 BAMIIMPOB BUEN 371ech Pomany!

[Mocne 3THX c/IOB OpaThsi MEPETIISTHYIUCH U XOPOM TEPECTIPOCHIIH:

— Pomany?

— Jla, — yBEpEHHBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3aJl BAMITHP.

— Huyero ne nonumaio! Heyxenu Busupb HaHs1 9Ty Mep3aBKy? — C YAUBJIEHUEM CIIPOCHJI
Opnan, rmsas Ha Jlekca.

— Huuero yausutensHoro B 3roM Het! Eciii y HEro ectb 11esib, 9ToObI 10 He€ JOUTH, OH 3aKJII0-
YUT CAEJKY C KeM YTOIHO, XOTh ¢ caMuM «[IpsiBosiom», X0Tb ¢ «['ocionom borom» ! Emy Bc€ paBHO!
Baxnee npyroe, 4To 37€ch [eal0T MOBCTaHLbl? ! — KpUKHYI JIekc.

— Yro xe penarb? — cripocui Oprnan y Jlekca.

— l'opH, HaiiTu oxoTHHMILY, rae Obl HU OblTa! Jlaneko oHa yiT BcE paBHO He morna! U... emeé
['opH, KTO BO3MIABJISIET MOBCTAHUECKYIO TpyMITy?! — pa3apakeHHO crpocil JIEKC XyaoIaBoro Bam-
nmpa.

— INoBenutens, MpoIty NpPOIICHUs, HO BCIO OKpYyry oOmapuin, a Pomany Tak 1 He Harum!
[NoBcranieB, MO¥ MOBEJMTENb, KaK BCETa, BO3ITIaBisieT Muppa! — OTBETHIJI OH HEMHOTO BUHOBATO.

— Tak s u gyman! Kyna xe 6e3 ne€! Bot u otBer Ha TBOM Borpoc, Opnan! — ckazan Jlekc,
MOCMOTpPEB B CTOPOHY Oparta.

3arem OH CHOBa TiepeBen B3I Ha ['opHa 1 BCE TEM ke TOHOM MTPOU3HEC:

— T'opH, Hailnére Muppy, Haitnére u Pomany! Moxes uaru!

C stumu cnoBamu ['OpH yxe XoTesn yHUTH, HO, pa3BepHYBILHUCh, CIIPOCKHII: — ['ocroanH, a 4to
Jenarthb, eciiu noiMaeM Muppy, HO He ToiliMaeM OXOTHHUILY ?

— Tt uto, ['opH, B IEpBBIT pa3 UCTIONHSACIIH MOJOOHBIE TpUKa3bi?! — paccepnuics OpraH.

— Koneuno, Hert. [Ipoctute MeHs1,— ucryranao rmporoBoput ['opH u codupavics yiitu, kak Jlekce
6oJiee CIIOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3al:

— T'opH, eciu BH noriMaete Muppy 1 He noriMaetre PomaHy, To rpuBeguTe €€ crofia, a Mbl yke
CaMU pelrM, 4TO C HeW enarh. Tereps Thl MOHST, YTO OT Tedst Tpedyercs?

— Ha, rocrioguH. ... Criacu6o! — ¢ atmu cioBamu ['opH ucues.

— Yero ThI ¢ HUM LIEPEMOHUIIIbCA. B3s1 ObI 1 BBITHA ero! — cepauTo ckazan OpraH.
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— OHU MoM TIO/IJaHHBIE U 51 00s3aH O HUX 3a00THUTHCS, €CITU s Oyy BBITOHATH KaXkJOro, KTO
3a7aéT MHE TOI00HBIE BOMPOCHI, KTO e TOr/ia MHE OyJeT CIIykuTh, a Opnan? — ¢ yJIBIOKOW CIIPOCHIT
Jlekc.

OpJiaH HEMHOTO PACTepSUICS U, He HAaJIsl YTO OTBETUTb, CIIPOCHIL:

—IMocnymaii, s BOT gymaro: kKak PomaHa Moriia ciona npoOparbcst, Be/lb 31€Ch BE3/Ie €CTh «YIIH»
U «ria3a»? Ecim KOHeuHo. .. — He 1oroBopuB, OpliaH 3a1yMalcs.

— He nymaernb jiu, 4To i moMoraj KTO-To U3 Hanmx ? — cripocut JIekc ¢ HerojiaeIbHbIM UHTe-
pecomM, MpepBaB MoJTJaHue Opara.

— A mouemy Obl ¥ HeT! MHOrMe Obl XOTEJIM 3aHATh TBOE MECTO U Jake 0CO00 He CKPhIBAIOT
9TOrO... — OTBETHJI OpaT ¥ MeJUICHHO TIOIIEN MO JUIMHHOMY M, KaK Ka3aJoch, OECKOHEYHOMY KOpH-
Aopy.

Jluro Jlekca mocie cka3zaHHBIX CJIOB U3MEHHUJIOCh, OHO CTAJIO XOJIOAHBIM U HEMHOTO 00€CIOKO-
eHHbIM. OpriaH ObUT paB. Kak Ol XOpoII HU ObLT PABUTENTb, BCE PABHO CPE/IU MOAJAHHBIX HAWITYTCSI
Te, KTO ObLI HEJOBOJIEH €ro MpaBjieHreM. JIeKc aepikai Bcex B «eXKOBBIX pyKaBHlax». CTapble Bam-
NIMPbI, KOTOPBIE XUJIM BO BpeMeHa MPaBJICHUS ero OTHa U Je/ia, ¥ KOTOPbIe JKUBYT ceiuac, CpaBHHU-
BaloT npaniieHue Jlekca ¢ Tupanueir. OHM CUUTAIOT, YTO HBIHELTHSISI BJIACTb OOJIbIIIE TIOICPKUBACT
MOJIOJIBIX, @ MOJIOJIBIE CUMTAJIN, YTO BJIACTb JIyUllle OTHOCHTCS K CTapbiM. JIeKc ke ObUT yBepeH, uTo
OJIMHAKOB KO BceM. OH He JII0OWII, KOT/Ia ero PelieHus KTO-TO CMeJl OCTIapUBaTh, HE CUMTAsl, KOHEUHO,
Opara. Orery

UX BCErJa Y4

— Henp3s yroxknarh BceM U cpa3y, MHa4Ye TeOsl epecTaHyT yBaxarh U OOSAThCS, YTO MOXET B
JaJIbHEUIIIEM OTPAa3UThCS HA BCEM.

Jlekc ObLT yBEepeH B CBOMX pEIICHHSX, B 3TOM €ro TMOJHOCTHIO TMOANEePKUBA OpaT U camoe
O/M3KOe OKpYKEHHeE, a 3TO TaBHoe. UTo ke KacaeTcsi THpaHWH, TO, BOZMOXKHO, I7Ie-TO OHa U TPO-
sIBJIsITach. HeKoTophle BaMIUpPhI YacTO MyTaJIM CMBICH CJIOB «TUPAHUS» M «CHPABEJIMBOCTb», OHU
HHMKaK He MOIJIM MIOHSTh, YTO MIPUHSATOE MPABUJIbHOE PEIlICHUE B

KaKoM-JIM00 CiTy4yae OTHIO/b He sIBJISIeTCs TUPAHHEH, Jaxke eCliv 3TO pelieHre ObUIO MTPUHSITO
HE B «Ballly», IPOCTUTE, TOJIb3Y, HO BCEM ITOT0 He 00bsICHHIITb. OCOOSHHO CTapbiM BaMITMpaMm, KOTO-
phie ObLTM CTapIIie CAaMOTO MOBEJIUTENSI HA MHOTO THICSY JieT. JKUBIIIUE TI0 OJJHUM U TeM e 3aKOHaM
Y TIOps/IKaM BO BpeMeHa TpaBJIeHHsI €ro Jiefa W OTIa, OHU He MOIJIA CBBIKHYThCSI C HOBBIMHU 3aKO-
Hamu. CoOupasuch B pa3iiMuHble cCOOpaHus U oOcyxkaanu Jlekca, ero ceMblo U, B TIEPBYIO OYepe/lb,
NPUHSTHIE UM 3aKOoHbI. OHU XOTENIM CBEPrHYTh €ro U, BHIABUHYB CBOETO JIMJIepa, TIOCAIUTh Ha TPOH,
YTOOBI TOT, B CBOIO OYepe/ib, CTIONHSLT TOJIKO UX MpHKasbl. Mckanu cnabble MecTa, HO, YBbI, UX HE
ObLI0, B 0011IeM, BcE€ 0 OGe300pa3us GaHambHO. He oOpeMeHEHHDIN TI000BBIO, M HE UMesT HUKaKUX
POICTBEHHBIX CBsI3eH, KpoMe Opara, OH ObLT Heys3BUM. [1puiyMbIBast pa3iMyuHbIe IJIAHBI IO CBEpIKe-
HUIo Jlekca M BCell ero ceMbd, OHM KaXk[blii pa3 MOHUMAJIH, 4TO BCE ObUIO Oe3 TOJKY, MOKa y Hero
HE TOSIBUTCS «AXMIecoBa MsATa». M oHuM Hawm 3Ty c1adocTh — xkeHIuHb! OH X OYeHb JIIOOUI.
Kaxk codctBeHHO u ero 6part. biaro ass cedst oH BeTpeTuiicsi ¢ Babpukoii 1 OCTaBIII 9Ty MPUBBIUKY,
a Bot Jlekc Her. [Ipo3HaB 00 3TOM, HEZOOPOKEIATENIN CTAIH MOJCHIIATh K HEMY CBOMX JIouepe AJis
TOT0, YTOOBI OHM JIUOO )KEHUJIH ero Ha ceOe, oo youim. Bocnonb30BaBIIMCh UMU, OH JaBaJl JIOKHbIC
oOellaHus1, a OHM TIepeIaBaIv UX OTIAM, Te, B CBOIO OUYepe/ib, IPUAYMBIBATIA PA3JIMUHbIe 3arOBOPHI.
OHu naxe MOHATHS He umenu, uto y Jlekca Besne ObU «Iiia3a u yiim». OH IpeKpacHO 3HAJ PO
uX coOpaHWsl, TUIAHBI ¥ TIOJCTABbI U... HEe COOMPAJICS YHUUTOXKATh JaHHBIC OPraHU3alliH, Belb 3TO
ero ToJbKO 3a0aBisuio. [TotoM oHM A0r0 cMesuuch ¢ OpIaHOM U caMbIM OJTM3KUM OKpPYXKEHHEM.
Hy BoT, noxkanyi, u Bc&!» — ckazan BaMITUp, 3aKOHYMB paccka3. COHsl HACTOJIBKO ObLIa MOMJIOIICHA
YCIIBIIIAHHBIM, YTO KaKOe-TO BpeMsl CUJiesia B OKMIaHUU MPpooibkeHus. Eii ka3aiock, 4To oHa cama
MPOXWJIA BCIO 3TY KU3Hb OT HaYasia v 70 KOHIIA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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