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IIpoJior

DTa UCTOPHUsI MOIJIa TIPOM30MTH B JIIOOOM MecTe Hamlell HeoObsATHOW Poccru, HO ciyuniach
OHa Ha Ypasie, a IMEHHO — B 3aTepsIHHOM CpeJy rop 3anoBeJHoM yroske KOxxHoro Ypaia.

7Kapkoe j1eT0 MeAJIEeHHO NepeBaIniIo 3a CBOI MakylmKy. Hactynui aBryct, nmpupona OTabl-
XaJa, Mpe/iaBasich TOMHOW Here, TPaBbl M LIBETHI PaIOBAJIH IJ1a3 CBOMM IECTPbIM Oe30peKHBIM KOB-
POM; Ha JIECHBIX MOJISTHKAaX, OTKPBITBIX COMHEYHBIM JIy4aM, MAJIMHOBBIMU M (DUONETOBBIMU OYCHH-
KaMH BBINJISJbIBAIIM SITO/IBI; CIIOBHO CTapble THOMBI CUJEIN B TEHU JepeBbeB I'PUObI, HAJIEB Ha cebs
NPUYYUTIBbIE KOHYCOOOpasHble NUIAMLL. [ITHube pa3HOronocke moyoaBmIio CBOe BECebe, 3aTO CTpe-
KOT Ky3HEUMKOB 110 BeuepaMm IepepacTaj B CIUIOIIHON HeyMoTuHbIi rym. Kasasnock, xon BpeMeHH
OCTAHOBWJI CBOM O€T, MO3BOJIMB HAKOHEII-TO CYETJIMBOMY MHPY HAC/IaXJaThCs TETJIOM U TTOKOEM.

INocpenyu neca JaBHBIM-JIABHO PacHONIOKMIOCh HA OTABIX 03epo. Ero okpyxamu jecucrtsie
Oepera, MOKphIThIe KOBPOM COCEH C PEIKMMU BKpAIyIeHUSIMU Oepe3, a B OTIAJICHUH, OKYTaHHBIE TOITY-
O0BaTOI IBIMKOM, BO3BHIIIAIUCH BEPIIMHBI Y pasibckux rop. O3epo umeno ceoe ums — Jlecnoe. Kaza-
JI0Ch, YTO TUXUH IJIECK €r0 BOJIH BEJET C MPUOPEKHBIM JIECOM BEYHYIO HETpephIBAIOIYIOCs Oecey.
O vem 31a Gecena, HUKTO HE CMOXKET OTBETHUTh. VIHOT/IA JIerkast KajaoCcTh HJIH MeYaib POCKATb3bIBAET
B HEM, a MOpOoM paJOCTHOE BECEbe MOKHO YCIbIIIATh B 33JJOPHOM IUIeCKe BOJH. O3epo ITOBOJIBHO
CBOMM MaJIeHbKMUM YIOTHBIM MUPKOM. EMY BOJIIOTHO IJIECKAaThCsSl HA KAMEHUCTBIX OEpekKaXx, UrpaTh
C JIETKMM TETUTBIM BETPOM, BCTpeUaTh COJIHIIE [0 yTPaM M MMPOBOXKATH €ro 0 Beuepam. [{Hem Oapariku
MPOIUIBIBAIOIIMX OOJIAKOB JOOYIOTCSI CBOMMHU KYIPSIMH B €r0 3epKaIbHOM MOBEPXHOCTHU. A M0 HOUaM
MUpHUaIb 3Be3]1 OAIOKAIOT €ro ¥ pacCKa3bIBaIOT J0OPYIO CKa3Ky.

MHoro TeicsSTYeNeTU N IO MPUXOIWIA K 03epy, Hecs eMy CBOM pajiocTv u Oenpl. Bee oHu
HEerJIacHO OeceJOBAJIM C 03epOM WJIM 32 lyMYMBO CIYIIAIN MY3bIKY BOJIH. OHM HE IOHUMAJIH €€ CJIOB,
MIPOCTO MEJIO/IMsI TApMOHUH, 6€3 MPOILIOoro, 6e3 OyAyIIero, XKMUBOE JbIXaHUEe HACTOAIIETO YCIIOKaH-
BJIY JIIOZIEH, JApUI UM PaJOCTh U HAIEKIY.
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Yacte 1

[MocrenenHo Ha Oeperax o3epa CTaJlM MOSBISATHCS MeECTa OTAbIXa B BUJE HeOONMbIIMX Oas,
MAHCHUOHATOB M Ja4. M B OHO M3 TaKMX MeCT exajl yTpOM IO JIECHOW Jlopore aBToMoowib. Ecim
B JEBATHA/LIATOM BEKE MOPOAUCTBIN KOHb CUMTAJICS MPU3HAKOM OIPEAEIEHHOrO CTaTyca ero Bia-
Jenblia, TO B Hallle BpeMsl KOHA 3aMeHMsIa MaiivHa. HenemeBast Mozesib 3arpaHU4HOTO IMPOU3BOJI-
CTBa KOM(OPTHO Pa3MECTUIIAa B CAJIOHE BBICOKOI'O MYXKUYMHY TOJHOBATOTO TEJIOCIOKEHUSA. MOXHO
ObLJIO HE OMIMOUTHCSA, MPEIIOJIIOKUB, UTO EMY CJIErKa MepeBaIUIo 3a COPOK MATh. OCTaTKU HEKOraa
KypuaBbIX BOJIOC IIBETa BOPOHOBA KpbLIa MPHUKPIBAIN ONECTALLYIO JbICUHY. KpyIiHbIe uepThl Juia
HE OTINYAJIMCh TPABUIIBHOCTBIO Y MOIJIA PAHUTh YyBCTBUTEJIBHYIO YEJIOBEUECKYIO HATY Py HEKOTOPBIM
OTTeHKOM 0e300pa3usi, HO 310 6e300pa3ue ObLIO NMpUBIeKaTeIbHBIM. B razax urpana iykaBast 4o0-
ponyiHas yibpioKa, Koraa oH 0e33a00THO B3Mpasl Ha IPOHOCSIIMECS] MUMO JIECHbIE MACCHBBI, TECHO
OOCTYNUBIIKE IOPOTY U OCTPOBEPXHE KaMEHHbIE BBICTYIIBI, MEJIbKABIIE CPEU JiepeBbeB. B romose
C YTpa HaBSI3YMBO KPYTUJICSA ONEPETOUYHBII MOTMBUYMK O «CepAlLle KpacaBHIibl, CKJIOHHOM K M3MeHe
U MIepEMEHEe KakK BeTep Mash».

OH HeJaBHO BbILLIE B OTCTABKY, 3aBEPIIMB BOCHHYIO Kapbepy B UMHE IOJKOBHUKA, PYKOBO-
JMBLIETO OT/EJIOM MOHUTOPUHIA U KOHTPOJS MoXkapoTyuieHus. Kosuiern-noxxapHuky Ha ero cyer
YaCTEHbKO MMOCMEUBAJIUCh U OTITYCKAJIM IYTOUKU: «BClO KU3Hb OH KIajl moXkapa, a Korjaa rmoxap
HAYMHAJICSA, XKJaJ, KOrja ero norymar». [Ipo Hero MokHO cMelto ObIIO CKa3aTh: OH BCE Jiesiall oMa-
nenbKy. ITomanensky yroxknan, 6osuics, padorai, oTapixai, moowmit. TlociaenHuii myHKT ObUT crop-
HBIM: Ha MaTPUMOHHAJIbHOM (DPOHTE OH TPU pa3a Mo3BOJIWII CBA3aTh ceds y3amu [ umeHes, He cunTas
Ipak/IaHCKUX CO030B. Ha 3T0 MOryT BO3pasuTh, YTO y HEro Takas MyxcKas KoHCTUTYLus. TyT cro-
PUTb TPYAHO, HO BOT YK€ ILECTh JIET KaK OH ObUT Pa3BEEH, U MPUBBIYKH OJMHOKOIO KUTH S, Ka3aJIOCh,
IIPOYHO BOIILUIM B €r0 pa3MepeHHyIo xH3Hb. Ho Takoe nosoxxeHue Belei He yCTpauBajio ero, B CUITy
HEYMOJIMMOTO BJIEYEHUSI K MOJIOAEHBKUM JKEHIIMHaM. Paccyqok mblTajcs NOBIUATh HA YyBCTBA,
HO 00y3[aTh CTpacTb, BO3HUKAIOIIYIO IIPH BHUE CTPOMHBIX, COOA3HUTEIBHBIX, MOJOABIX KPACOTOK,
He MOT. Y MOJIOABIX JKEHILUH [TPYA 3HAKOMCTBE C HUM BO3HUKaJI 3aKOHOMEPHbIN 1J1s1 JAHHOU CUTYa-
LIMM BOITPOC O BEJIMUMHE €ro MaTepuaibHOro Jocrarka. [IoaTomy ero MUMoseTHbIE pOMaHbl OrpaHu-
YMBAJIMCh HETTPOJOJKUTEIBHOM CBSA3bI0. OH MeuTasl OABECTH O]l BEHell KaKylo-HUOY/Ab TPOBUHLI-
aJIbHY10, BO3MOKHO €I1le He ONpeJeMBLIYIOCS B CYPOBOM JKM3HEHHOM KJIMMaTe JIeBYLIKY. Mexiy
TeM, ToJIbl BCE YBEIMUMBAIM CBOH Oer. M Ha 3TOH 1MovBe y HEro CTaiy mouanuBarh HepBbl. [losBu-
JIMCh KOMILIEKCH M KPU3UCHI TaK Ha3bIBAEMOTO CPETHEro BO3pacTa, KOria jKejlaeMoe, Ka3aioch, Oe3-
BO3BPATHO TEPSETCS B TYMAHHOH Jajli MOJOAOCTH.

Brlilns B OTCTaBKY M, MOCEIMBIIKCH B HEOONIBIIOM ropojke Ha CpeaHem Ypase, OH He noTe-
PsUICS CPEIM OKA3aBIIMXCS HE y e/ PaHHUX NMEHCHOHEpPOB. YTO-TO yJayHO NepernpojaB U MyCTHUB
IEHbIY B 000POT, OH MPUOOpEs HEOOMBIION Mara3uHYMK, JABABIINNA BO3ZMOKHOCTD, KHUBsI O€3 3aBbI-
IIEHHBIX NPETeH3UH, He OeICTBOBaTh. YIOTHBIN KOTTEK C OAHBKOM M YYaCTKOM, 00JIaropoKeHHbINA
JaHImA(THBIM AU3aHHOM, IO3BOJIST €My OTABIXaTh OT MPaBeAHOM ci1ykO0bl Ha Osaro OrteuecTBa.

Ero crpacrtblo, KpoMe >KEeHIIMH, ObUTM yTeIeCTBUS. 3apaHee BHIOMpast HOBBI MapIIpyT, OH
U3yyJas 1o Kaprte reorpadudeckie v MpUpoaHbe OCOOEHHOCTH MeCTa, 3aTeM OpOHMpPOBAT HOMED,
00s13aTeIbHO OCTABJISIS HANIOCTIE/IOK, Ka3aloch Obl, HEOOJBIION, HO UMEIOIINIA [T HETO pelaloiiee
3HaYEHUE BOMPOC.

STUM JIETOM €ro BHIOOD NaJl Ha 3aTEPSIHHBIN B JIECY YTOJIOK YPalIbCKUX FOp — HEOOJIBILIOE 03EPO
C KpacHBbIM Ha3BaHUeM JIecHOe M pacrionokeHHbI Ha ero Oepery naHCMOHAT «MIIHUCTble KAMHK.
OKOHYATENBHO JI0rOBApHUBAsICh C AJMUHUCTPATOPOM O CPOKaxX 3ae3/a, OH C HEKOTOPbIM BOJIHEHUEM
Y HaJIeKJJOI CTaJl MOIBOAUTD Oece/ly K MPOsICHEHHMIO BaXKHOTO st HETO MOMEHTA!
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— AnetuHa HukonaeBHa, 51 Obl XOTeJ yTOUHUTh HaCUeT coceerd. Bunure jiu, s HECKOJIBKO MpU-
BEpEUIMB B BOIIPOCaX COBMECTHOI'O IIPOKMBAHMUS C JIIOAbMU B cocelHMX HoMepax. He moackaxere,
KTO OyIIeT OTJbIXaTh BO BTOPOM MOJIOBUHE UIOJS?

— Iloxasnyiicta, HAMOMHUTE Ballle UMs U OTYECTBO. ..

— Bupcaswii JIeroHTOBUY (2 IMEHHO TaK HEOOBIYHO MMEHOBAJICS HAIll TePOii).

— [Nopoxaute MmuHyTOUKY, Bupcasuil JIeroHTOBUY, 1 yTOUHIO CBOM 3aIMCH. . . UTAK. .. O KOHLIA
MIOJISI COCEJJTHAN C BAMU HOMED 3aHST KEHIMHOUN ¢ peGeHkoM. Ele ouH HOMep 3aHMMaeT Takke
10 KOHILIA MI0JIs1 IOXKUJIasi CyTpy:KecKas mapa. . .

— A... XeHIIMHA c peOEHKOM MOJIOJOro Bo3pacta? Sl mouemy cIipaimBaio, BO3MOKHO, 3TO —
MoJoAasi MamMa M peOEHOK MaJIeHbKHMA, OyJeT LTyMETb. . .

— Her, xeHIMHa NpeKJIOHHOTO BO3pacTa ¢ BHYKOM.

Bosnukia naysa B jpuanore. BupcaBuii JIeroHTOBUY aHAIM3UPOBAII MOMYUYeHHYI0 UH(pOpMa-
LUIO.

— A c HayaJia aBrycra KTo y Bac IUIaHUPYET OTAbIXaTh?

— Tak, ceifyac MIOCMOTPHUM. .. CO BTOPOT'O aBr'ycTa 3ae3:KaeT MOJIOAAs KEHIIMHA B OUH HOMED.
OT10 Halla NocTosiHHasA roctbsl. C TPeThero aBrycra eie ofgHa MoJjofasl JaMa, TakKe IOCTOsSIHHAs
MEPCOHa. ..

CrnanoctHass My3blKa 3a3Bydasa B ymax Bupcasus JleroHtoBuuya. Medrath 0 OObIieM emy
HE XOTEeJIOCh.

— Torma 3ab6poHupyiiTe 32 MHOI HOMED C IEPBOTO aBIyCTA.

— Ha kaxkoii cpok?

— A g Ha Mecte onpezientocb. OpUEeHTUPOBOYHO, HEIEIU Ha JBE-TPH. . .

Bckope Ha moBopoTe NosIBUJICS yKas3aTelslb ¢ HalpaBieHHeM Ha o3epo JlecHoe u Ha3BaHUsAMU
6a3 OTabIXa, CPeIy KOTOPBIX 3HAUMIICS TTAaHCMOHAT «MIIMCThIe KaMHI» .

B Tevenue nocneqHelt Heenym CTosiia kapkasi morofga. Peakoe mManeHpkoe 001auko MpUyKpa-
IIMBAJIO SIPKYIO roiyOu3Hy HeOa. Bpemsi Ob10 yTpeHHee, HO MasIui 3HOM, OCOOEHHO Ha OTKPBITHIX
COJTHEYHBIX MECTax, yke JaBaji o ceOe 3HaTh. XOTeJOCh 3aTepsAThCS B JIECHOW IIIYIIH, I1e HOYHAS
MpoXJIaJia eIle COXpaHseT CBOI0 OJ1aroaarh.

Mpiciiu BupcaBust JleroHTOBUYA ONSATH 3aKPYTHIIMCh BOKPYT CO3JAHHOTO 0Opa3a TauHCTBEH-
HOI MOJIOZIGHBKOM HE3HAKOMKH. Jlerkast rpycTb oBeBasia ero cepaie. OH moMoTas rojioBoi, Heorpe-
JEJIEHHO B3MaxHyJI pyKOW U CTaJl BBICKa3bIBaThCs BCIIYX, YTO CIIy4asaoCh C HUM JIOBOJIBHO 4acTo:

— WHtepecHo, kKakuMM OKaxyTtcssi Mou cocefiku? Ilomu... CEeKOHA X5HA... U3 TPEThECOPT-
HBIX crapbix JeB! Takux mpya-mpyau Ha Bcex 0a3ax oTapixa. XOAsT, pacKpalleHHble Kak Myraja,
Y JIyMaloT, 4TO KOTO-TO MOTYT 3TUM IpUBJIEYb!

W on, npe3putenbHO XMBIKHYB, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl eXal Moiya. 3aTeM B MaMATH BCIUIbUIN
CTPOYKH U3 HEIABHO IPOYMTAHHOTO: «A MHe 0 KpacaBHily Oe3 BCSKOTO U3bsIHA. . . BCE TIPEJIECTH IPH-
cymiy ObLH O €. .. KaK CIafoCcTh — po3e, TOpedb — OKeaHy».

W, nprumMoKHYB ry0aMu, OH MPOCTOHAJI, TO JI OT YAOBOJBCTBUS, TO JIU OT HEPEATN30BAHHBIX
rpe3. Ho rae-T1o B OTIaJIeHHBIX YrOJIKaX CO3HAHMS MPUCYTCTBOBAJIO OUIYIIIEHHE YOEralomero Baajb
BpPEMEHHU.

... TpI cTap, TBO MOE3[ 1aBHO YK€ CKPbUICS B TYMaHe. ..

3ayMaBIInch, OH OOHAPYKWJI, YTO €r0 MalllMHA OKa3ajiach Iepel BOPOTaMH, Mperpaxkiaio-
IMMHU BbE3]] HA TEPPUTOPUIO MaHCHOHaTa «MiucTeie kKamMHW». [IpsMo 3a BopoTamum, ciieBa, pac-
TIOJIOXKUJICS IEPEBSIHHBIN BarOHUMK, BHIKPAIIIEHHBIN TOTyOON KPackoW M CMOTPSIIUI HA MUD €IWH-
CTBEHHBIM OKHOM. [locurHanue napy pas, NO0k/1aB, 3aT€M OISITh NIOCUTHAJIMB U OMSTh MO0K/AB,
Bupcasuii JlerontoBuu yxe coOupaincs HaOpaTh HOMep TeledoHa aJIMHUHUCTPATOPA, YKa3aHHBIH
B PEKJIAMHOM ITPOCIIEKTE, KOT/1a IBEPh BATOHUMKA MEAJICHHO OTBOPUJIACH, M OTTY/IA BBIPHITHYJT O0JTb-
II0M cepblil KOT. BupcaBuii JIeroHTOBUY MOYeMy-TO cpa3y MOAyMaJl, 4To TO ObUT KOT, a He KOIIIKa,
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BO3MOXXHO, €ro TMOATOJKHY/J K TOMY BBIBOLY HEMaJblii pa3Mep MpeACTaBUTENsI pPOAa KOIIAYbHX.
ITO IUCTBUTETHHO OBUT CephIid ATTMHHBIA KOT C XapaKTePHBIM TOJIOCATHIM OKPACOM CITUHBL. 3BaJICs
oH BacwimeM 1 mpoXuBajl B BArOHUMKE, U3 KOTOPOTO TeNepb CTPEMUTETbHBIMU MTPbIKKAMU yoeras
B OJM3JIekKaIIre KyCTHI.

Bcnen 3a ncuesHyBIIMM KOTOM JIBEPh BBHIITYCTHJIA HA BOJIIO BTOPYIO MEPCOHY — MYKHMKa HEOIpe-
JeJIEHHOTO BO3pacTa, CKopee OJHKe K IEeCTUAECATH, C XMYPbIM HEOPUTHIM JIUIIOM, CAMBIM 3aMETHBIM
0OBEKTOM Ha KOTOPOM OBUI pacHmyXIIUil KpacHOBATO-CU30ro OTTeHKa HOc. Ha Myxuke ObUT BUIaB-
IIYe Jy4qlIre BpeMeHa Cepblii MUIKAK U CIOPTHBHBIE IITAHbI, MEHSIOIIME CBOM LIBET B 3aBHCHMO-
CTH OT MeCTa HaXOXJICHUsI UX BJIAJIe/Iblia — Ha COTHEYHOW CTOPOHE OHM OTJIMBAJI CHHUM OTTEHKOM,
a B TeHU — cepoBaTo-OypbIM. B nmasbliax npaBoii pyku ObUT 3aKaT HEJOKYPEHHBIH OBIYOK MapOCKH.

— Hy, ye nummkaenib? — OypKHYJ MYKHK, OAXOASA K MalllMHE OTCTAaBHOTO TMOJIKOBHUKA. — Ye,
1 Te Tuia-camoset 4e ju? Ye snerers gomken? KTo TakoB U Kysl mpenib?

Borpoc npuBparHuka He odeckypaxui Bupcasus JlerontoBnua, ckopee OH BO3bIMeN 0Opar-
Hoe JeiicTBre. OTCTABHOM MOJIKOBHUK KaK-TO Cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBAJ BKYC OBITHS TIPH BUJIE ITOTO MPO-
CTEIIKOTO MY’KMKa B TAKOM JMBHOM YTOJIKE YPaJbCKOro Jieca.

...HenypHo 371ech BCTpevaioT BHOBb MPUOBIBIIUX MOCTOsUIbIEB. OHAKO, HEAYPHO! ..

— ¥V MeHs 3a0pOHUPOBAaH HOMEP C CErOHSIIIHETO JHsA. He con3BonuTe Jin OTKpBITH BOpoTa?

— Kak 3Barb-BenmyaTh NpuKaxere? — CIPOCHII PUBPATHUK, UCTIOAJIOObS OIISIIBIBAS MAIIUHY
BHOBb IPUOBIBIIETO MAHCHOHEPA. — Y HAC TYT MOPSAOK, MOCTOPOHHUX HE IMyIaem!

Bupcasuii JlerontoBrd Ha3zBan ce0si, 4YeM BBI3BA Ha JIMIIE IPUBPATHUKA HEKOTOPOE Mofooue
YIIBIOKH.

— Kr0-k10? M3BOMBTE 000XKIATH, HAM HYKHO CBEPHTBHCSI CO CIHMCKAMH, — U OH 3aKOBBUISLI
00paTHO B BArOHYUK.

Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBIY He 0KMIAJ TAKOTO cepBHca. B HEKOTOpoM pojie OH ObUT MU3aHTPOIIOM:
TMOOWIT OTIIBIXaTh B MAJIOMIOAHBIX MECTAX, B JUKUX YTOJIKaX MPUPOJIbI, MUPSICh C HEKOTOPBIMU HEY100-
CTBAMH M CTPAHHOCTSIMU, HEM3MEHHO MPUCYIIIUMH TaKOMY OTIbIXY. Hesnb3s ckazaThb, 4To OH 000Kai
OZIMHOYECTBO — 3TO MPETUIIO ero Harype. Ho ero myma mpocuia oTapixa IMEHHO B TAKOM 3aTepsiH-
HOM YTOJIKE, ¥ OH eIlle He TepsiT HaAeKJbl PA3eUTh CBOU IOCYT C MPUBJIEKATEILHOM U, JKeIATeIbHO,
MOJIOIEHbKOM €IMHOMBIIIUIEHHULIEH.

[pomuio MUHYT ecsTh, TOKA MPUBPATHHK OISATH HE TMOSIBUICS U3 BaroHUYMKa. BopoTa OTKphI-
JMCh, ¥ MamHa BupcaBus JleroHToBHMYA, TPOEXaB METPOB MSTHIECAT, OCTAHOBHIIACH TIepe]] HeOOIIb-
UM [IBYX3TaKHBIM 37aHMeM. B 3epkase 3ajHero Buaa mMasiauil MpUBPATHUK, HE CBOAMBIIWN I71a3
C aBTOMOOWJISI HOBOTO OT/BIXAIOIIIETO.

N ecnu Bupcaswuii JleroHTOBMY TOTIa HE OCOOSHHO 3a0CTPHJT CBOE BHUMaHKE Ha TIOCMATpHUBa-
IOIIEM eMy BCJie]] CTpaxe BOpOT, To 0 leTpoBrde 3TOro ckasarh OblI0 Henb3sl. [Ipu Buje OObIION
1, HABEPHOE, JOPOTOi MAIIIMHBI, OH BHYTPEHHE BECh MOATSHYJICS U HAMPST BCE OpraHbl YyBCTB, MPO-
BOKasl €e IPUCTAIbHBIM OLIEHUBAIOIIMM B3MJIs1A0M. Ero mpocras xkusHeHHas: (punocodus MojacKa3bl-
BaJIa, YTO, BO3MOKHO, 3/IECh €CTh YEM «CMa3aTh CBOE MO3ACOXIIEe ObITHE».

YacTtHblil maHcuoHaT «MINMCTbIe KAMHU» PACIIONarajics B OIITYKAaTypEeHHOM M BHIKPAIIIEHHOM
B PO30OBBIH IIBET JBYX3TKHOM 37aHMH. Ha mepBoM sTaxe Haxomuioch Kade, Kyaa Bela OTKpPbITast
JBEPH C 3aHABEChI0 13 0aMOyKOBbIX Masiouek. [lepen kacde Obla Teppaca, rjie B TEHH COCEH CTOSLTH JIBe
CKaMeeuKky 1 HeOOJBIION CTONMK. JlepeBsHHAs JIECTHUIIA C a)KYPHBIMH TIEPUJIAMH BeJla OT Teppachl
Ha BTOPOM 3TaX, IJie HAXOJWIKCH IECTh HOMEPOB ISl OTABIXAOIIMX M KOMHATA aJMUHUCTPAIIUH.

Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBUY MOAHSUICS HAa BTOPOW 3TaX — CTEHBI 371€Ch ObUTH OOIIUTHI IEPEBOM,
MCTOYABIIIMM CMOJIMCTBIN apoMar. [lepBasi 1Bepb HaJIeBO Bejla B aIMUHUCTPATOPCKYIO KOMHATY, Ky/a,
MOCTYYaBIIKCh, ¥ 3al1e] OTCTABHOMW MOJIKOBHUK.

B xoMHare 3a cTOIOM cHJea KEeHIIMHA, B IIBETE TOM O1aropogHOi KpacoThl, KOTOPAasi OTIUYAET
JaM MOCTOATb3aKOBCKOTO BO3PACTa, YMYAPEHHBIX KU3HBIO U MPOIIEIIINX Yepe3 TSKeIble YTPAThL.
Ee Bosochl ObUIH TIIAIKO YOpaHbI, U UX JIeTKast OKPAIIEHHOCTh He CKpbIBaJia cenHbl. OOpa3 rapMo-
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HUYHO JIOTIOJIHSUIA OYKU B M3SIIIIHOM OMpaBe, U BCE 3TO BMECTE MPOU3BOANIIO BIIEUATIIEHUE YBEPEH-
HOCTH U Ha/IE’KHOCTH, UTO BIIOJIHE COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €€ BHYTPEHHEMY J1yLLIEBHOMY YCTPOUCTBY. ['0of1pl,
YKpaBIIIFe MOJIOJIOCTh, OJIArOCKJIOHHO OIAPUJIM IIEIPOH MOPIUEH KUTESHCKON MyAPOCTH U OBITOBOM
CMEKAJIKH, KOTOPbIE CIOCOOCTBOBAJIM MOCTYIUICHUIO Ha JOJKHOCTh aIMUHKUCTPATOpPa YaCTHOTO MaH-
cuoHara « MIIKMCTbIE KaMHU».

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, Bbl, HaBepHOE, AjieBTMHAa HukonmaeBHa? — HECKOJBKO XPUILIOBATHIM TOJIO-
COM T03/10poBaJics Bomeammi. — [1o3BosbTe mipenctaButhes. Bupcapuii JleronToBrd. 3a0poHUPO-
BaJl y BaC HOMEP C CETOAHSAIIHErO AHS.

— IMpusitHo nmozHakomuthbest. [Ipoxonute, cagurech Ha nuBaH. Ceilyac opopMuM BaMm IyTe-
BouKy. Kak noOpanmcek, 6e3 nmpoOsieM Halllii Hac B Jiecy?

— Bul 3Haerte, He cpazy. S moHavany cBepHy;1 Ha 3a03epcK, a MOTOM IMOHSLI, YTO HaA0 ObLIO
MIPOE3XKaTh MPSIMO.

— Ja, Ha 3ao3epck OT HAc uaet cBos gopora. [lo npsmon Tyt kuwioMmerpa Tpu. Mecra 371ech
KpacuBble, He noxaseerte. Ecii Bbl OyzieTe oriauuBath MOJTHBIN ITAHCHOH, TO Y Bac OyIeT Tpexpa3oBoe
IUTaHUEe B Kade Ha IEPBOM ITaXKE.

— Ila, 51 Tak ¥ OPOHUPOBAJI, C TIOJTHBIM TTAHCHOHOM.

— Xoporo. Bor Bam nyTteBouka. Baiit Homep — cienyomasi 1Bepb Ha 3TO CTOPOHE KOPHUJIOpa.
OKHaMH Kak Bbl U TMIPOCHJIM — HA CEBEPO-BOCTOK, TaK UTO MPOXJIajga M TeHb BaM oOecredyeHsbl. Bbl,
HaBEepHOE, YK€ MO3HAKOMUIUCh C HallluM cTopoxeM, [lerpoBuuem?

— A, na, na. lmen BO3MOXHOCTh TIOOECE0BaTh, MOKa Mpoe3kai BopoTa. OH, OXOXKe, Clerka
MPUHUMAET Ha IPpyab?

— Ha, 310 17151 MeHs ipobiema. Mbl B3sTH €r0 CTOPOXKEM, HO OH MY KUK PaOOTSIIHIA: U TUIOT-
HUK, U T10 3JIeKTPUUECTBY MOHMMaeT. PadoTast Obl 1a padoTast, HO ajKoroiis cryous. Ero Bese yBosb-
Hs. Ul Tenepb — HU ceMbH, HU yri1a cBoero. OH B Mae TYT MOSIBUJICS, CaM UCKaJ padoTy, 51 XO3AUKY
YrOBOpHJIA B3Th €r0 C MUHMMAJIBHOM OIUIATOM M MUTAaHWEM 3a cueT Kade ¢ MpOKUBAHUEM B BaroH-
ynke. OH Tam 1 o6ocHOoBascs. lymma qodpast — mpudpa Opoassuero KoTa, cam He JI0eCT, eMy OCTaBHT.
Kcraru, oH — mo6uTesnb MOroBOPUTH U BBIMUTDH 32 CUET OTIBIXAIOIIHX.

— B kade emy BBIIUTH HE MTPOJAIOT?

— Her. Tam noporo s Hero. .. HaneBo, 3a joMom, HeOosbInast CTOSTHKA 11 MaruH. [la, BOT
elle 4TO, eC/IM Y BaC €CTh LIEHHbIE BELIW, U Bbl XkeJlaeTe MOACTPaXoBaThCs, TO MOXKETE CAATh MHE
Ha XpaHeHue B ceild, — AneBruHa HukonaeBHa ykaszajia Ha METaJUIMUECKUI celid, CTOSAIIUI Ha MOy
B yIJIy KOMHATHI.

— [Noxaiyit, Koe-4To MHe Bpsi[I JIM TTOHAJOOUTCS Kask/AbIH IeHb. 51 3aHecy BaM momno3xe, — Bup-
caBuii JIErOHTOBWY MPOKALUISIICS U MPOAOJIKHUIL:

— A Kak TyT HacyeT KyJIbTYPHOU IPOrpaMMbl?

— V Hac B maHCHOHATe OHA OTCYTCTBYET, a BOOOIIe, HEMOAAeKy, ecTh caHatopuil «[ omybas
BOJIHA». [0 HEro MUHYT TpUALIATH XOOBOBI O Jiecy. Tam, HACKOJIBKO MHE U3BECTHO, PETYJISIPHO MPO-
BOJIATCS TaHIIEBAJIbHBIE Beuepa. BUiKy, Bbl — OTUHOKUN MYKYMHA?

— Jla, B OMCKax 1amMbl CepALIa, — YIBIOHYBIIUCH, OTBeTHI Brupcasuii JIeroHTOBIY, COMTPOBOIUB
CBOM CJIOBa HEOIIPEAEIEHHBIM KECTOM IIPaBoil pyku. — Kak 51 MOHs1, CKOPO MJIaHupyeTcs 3ae3]] ABYX
MOJIOABIX KEHIIIUH?

— Ia. Y1 oHM, HACKOJIBKO MHE U3BECTHO, MTOKA TakXke onuHOKM. Tak, uro, 6aTeHbKa, He TepsaiTe
BpeMmeHu japoM. Kcratu, noiiere B kade, oOparute BHUMaHHe Ha Haiero rnopapa AHedyky. OHa —
OoblIIasi yMHUIIA, OJHA CO BCEM cIpaBiisieTcs. M KOpMHUT Hac — MajibuuKu oOJxkeTe!

[NonyunB kmoun oT HOMepa, Bupcasuil JleroHToBrY MpuHeC U3 OarakHUKa MaIIiHbI YBECH-
CTYIO CyMKY C HEOOXOIMMBIMU AJIs1 OT/IbIXa BelllaMu. Pa3mMecTUBIIMCh, OH pemmi o0clieqoBaTh Tep-
putopuio maHcuoHara. HaneBo ot Teppachl HeOosbIlas iecHasi TPOIMHKA YXOAWJIa B CTOPOHY 03epa,
KOTOPOE MPU3bIBHO UCKPUJIOCH 110]] COTHEUHBIMU JTyyamu. [1o myTu cienoBaHus TO U €10 BCTpeva-
JIUCh BAJIYHBI, IOKPBITHIE PUYYAJIUBBIM (PUOIETOBO-3€JIEHBIM KOBPOM M3 MXOB U JIMILIAIHUKOB.
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Ha Bupcasuu JlerontoBrude Oblia ero JIoOMMasi TUIOTHAsS 3ejieHas pydaxa, 1o hacoHy Haro-
MUHaBIIasi GpeHY BpEMEH IEPBOIl MOJIOBUHBI IBA/LIATOTO BEKa, IUVIABHO Mepexoisiias B IIUPOKUE
OpIOKM, 3aKaHYMBAIOIIMECS JISTHUMH CaHJamusaMu. EMy ObUIO jKapKo M HEYIOTHO, MOTHasi pydaxa
JIMILIA K CITUHE.

[psiMo nepes HUM OTKPBUICS HEOOJBIIION MECYAHBIN TUISIK, IEPEXOASIIIIA B AePEBAHHbIN TOH-
TOH, KOTOpbIi B Buae OykBbl «I1» BbigaBascs B o3epo. BupcaBuii JIeroHTOBHY CTpagai OT Kapbl
Y UCTIBITHIBAJ IOTPEOHOCTh OCBEKUTHCSA. HO MmoKa ero HacTopaxuBasia MepereKTHBa MO3HAKOMUTD
CBOE XOJIEHOE, MPUBBIKIIIEE K TEILTy TEJIO ¢ BOJOW HEM3BECTHOM Temreparypbl. OH HEIOBKO MOTOII-
TaJicsl Ha Oepery, Jaxke HarHyJICs U TIOTIecKasl BOJOK Ha Jmio. Boga mpusTHO ocBexana. . .

Bo3snepxapumich oT OIM3KOro 3HAKOMCTBA C 03€pOM, OH BEPHYJICS HA TPOMUHKY U TIOIIENT
oOpartHo. TpoInHKa pa3BeTBIISIACh HA MaJIeHbKHE TPOMKH, YBOASIIUE B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, M OTCTAB-
HOW TIOJIKOBHUK PeIln 00C/ieoBaTh UX. TeppuTOpHs MAHCHOHATAa ObUIAa HEOOJBIIION, U ee 0030p
3aHsUT y Hero He OoJee Mmojydaca BpeMeHH .

Mesxay Tem mpuOIM3mWIOCh Bpems oOena. Bupcasuii JleroHToBUY 3aBepHYJ B Kade, U ria3a
ero 3a0erany B ouckax AHeuku. B 3ase pacnonaraaych 4eTbipe AepeBsSHHbIX CTOMKA U CTOMKA A5
npueMa-BbIJauM 3aKa3oB. Ha cTeHax BUCeNIM KapTUHBI, BBIIOJHEHHbBIE aKBapEblo ¢ N300pakeHueM
niei3axei. [TolimaB nmoBapa AHEUKy CBOUM UIIYILIMM B3IJI1J0M, OTCTABHOM ITOJIKOBHUK YHBLIO B3/10X-
HYJI U cenl 32 cToil. Yto Kacaetcsi AHEUKH, TO B €€ TUIaHBl He BXOIMJIO MOTYAIMBOE OOCTYKUBAHUE
TAKOTO COJNUAHOTO MaHcuoHepa. OHa He yIyCcThIa BO3MOXXHOCTH 00cyauTh ¢ Bupcasuem Jleronto-
BUYEM BOIIPOCHI apeH/ Ibl Kade, CII0KHOCTU OOIIEHH s C CAHIMUCTAHIMEN 1 oXapHOU oxpaHou. [1pu
00CykIeHUH TocyeiHel TeMbl BupcaBuii JIeroHTOBIY HECKOIBKO OKUBHJICS M BBICKA3aJl HEOOTBIIION
MHTEpeC K padoTe CBOMX OBIBIIMX KOJIJIET-TIOKApHBIX, HO He Oojiee Toro.

IMocne ceiTHOTrO OOena BupcaBuii JIeroHTOBMY BEpHYJICS B CBOM HOMED, MOYMTAII TIPHBE3CH-
HBIE T'a3€Thl, MOCMA, 3aTeM OIAThH CITYCTHIICS B Kade ¥ BHUMATEIBHO OCMOTPEJ BBICTABKY OYTHUIOK
Ha cTolike Oapa. Brioop ObUT HEOOMBIION, a IIEHBl 3AMETHO BHIIIIE TOPOJCKUX aHAJIOTOB, HO TO HE CITy-
KUJIO MIPETIATCTBUEM /151 OQUHOKOTO X0oocTsAKa. OH 3aKka3asl OAHY PIOMKY KOHBSIKA, 3aTeM JIPYTYIO.
Hera 1 ieHb OCTENEHHO OBJIa/Ie/ I OTCTABHBIM MOJIKOBHUKOM. MBIC/IN 3aBOJIOKJIMCh TYMaHOM U Oec-
LIEJIBHO MPOILIbIBAJIA MUMO.

...Kakas riyms. .. HeKMit IepBO3JaHHbINA Pail. .. TOJBKO HE XBaTaeT KaKOW-HUOYIb XOPOIIEHb-
KOI JUKapKH. ..

MeuTarenbHOE COCTOSIHUE AYIIY TOTPY3UIIO €T0 B CIAJKYIO JPEMOTY.

Bapyr oH nouyBcTBOBaJI, KAK KTO-TO MSITKO TpeTcsl 0 ero Horu. ['opraHHOe ypuaHue corpo-
BOXK/AJIO 3TU ABWkKeHUsA. ONyCcTUB I71a3a, OH YBUAEN YK€ 3HAKOMOIO €My KPYITHOIO CEeporo KoTta,
a 32 CBOEW CIIMHOM YCJIBIIIAT OCTOPOKHOE MOKAITUIMBAHUE U X PUILIBIT TOJI0C:

— Cyx0a cmy)x00M, a y)KUH — IO paclMCaHuIo, — U 0acuCThIil cMex [leTpoBrya mporHaj mpovb
Ipe3bl OTCTAaBHOI'O MOJIKOBHUKA.

[Tonyuus cor nopuumio, [lerposrnu nopomen k cronuky Bupcasus Jleronrosuya.

— MoXHO? — ¥ OH XaJIHO KMHYJ B3[JISi/l HA HEJIONUTYIO PIOMKY KOHbsKa. — 3a Y€ IbeM,
3a Bammx, anu 3a CoBeTcKyo BiacTh? — cripocui [leTpoBry, 001aB OTCTAaBHOTO MOJIKOBHUKA 3aI1aXOM
JIEIIEBOro Tadaka.

— TeGe Henb3s1, TeOe PoguHa qoBepriia OTBETCTBEHHBIN TIOCT U ThI HE IOJKEH YPOHHUThH OKa3aH-
HOT'O JIOBEepHsI, — OITPoOOBa Bo3pa3uTh Bupcapuii JlerontoBrud, HO Ge3ycrientHo. [TeTpoBud B OTBET
TOJIBKO YCHJIWJI CBOW HATHCK:

— 41 cBoe orTpyOmn nepea PoguHoi, a mac MHe NOJIOKeH NMaHcuoH. Bee Haiie rocynapcTBo
1opa Ha MaHCHOH caJuTh. JI0 MIEHCHH s IO He OXKWII, 1a KWI-ObUT U JIagHO. .. IHO# pa3 Mononas
OabeHKa uJeT HaBCTpedy, Jlail TyMaellb, Iac IisiHeT Ha 1ebs1, [leTpoBuy, aH HET, MPOXOIUT, Jake
[71a30M He TOBEZET, MOTOMY Kak cTap Tol ctasl. OHa, Oa0eHKa 3Ta, MOOM JyMaeT, YTo Thl YKe CBOE
MOXWUJI HAaHEeKWJI HAC, KEHIIMH. A s BOT HE YcIienl YBUAETh ee — kucTh To! He noxun kak xoren,
a Teniepb Kyapuk Thl! Hiolika, Hasieil 1 MHe pomMaiiky!
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— CHavana 3ariaTv, ToToM IpocH. Thl yke B IONT Ha MOJIOBUHY MecsIia MOTyYrJT pIoMariex, —
OTO3BaJIach AHEYKA.

— 39X, 6a0b1, 6a0bl1. .. He MOHATH BaM MIMPOKYIO AyIlly MyXHKa. BHIlb, ueoBeK Kakoii nmpuexai,
THI BOHU B IOJIOKEHHUE . . .

— Jla Boiinemb ¢ ToOoM B mojiokeHue. Kau na pamyiics, — 1 AHeUKa paccMesyiach HaJl CBOei
LTy TKOM.

— Hy, BoT ue et ckaxemns? baba ecth 6ada. [la, )KUCTh TIOIIA, BCE C HOT Ha TOJIOBY... A Bce
MOTOMY, UTO YTy CBOIO MBI 3amapaiu. Illac Beqp He JOKPUUUIILCS 10 JIIOfIEH, He TOCTYUYHIIbCH, TIe
pycckas ayma? I'me momors apyr apyry? A-a... — [leTpoBud MaxHy pyKOH U XMYpPO CKJIOHWJICS
HaJl CTOJIOM.

Heckonbko MUHYT OHU €711 MoJT4a, 3aTeM [leTpoBud mpopomkui cBou (puocockue paccyx-
JCHUS:

— Bces xucTh Tenephb uieT He Tak, BCe BeJb C HOT Ha TOJIOBY NIepeBepHYTO. BOH B IepeBHSX-TO
Ky/Ibl HU TJISTHb — BCE MOJIOJIbIE TIBIOT, a paboTaTh 32 HUX CTAPUKU JIOJUKHBL. A CKOKO OECIPU30PHBIX
oeraet, MOToMy uTO 6A0BI HEYCTPOSHHBI, HEYETro CaMUM IO PaTh U AUTS TIOKOPMUTH. Bee motomy urto
AYIIU-TO HET, TOTEPSITA MBI JIYIITY, BCE TOKO O TeJie CBoeM JIyMaloT! S BOT mpuXoxy CIObl, TOCMOTPIO
Ha TIPUJIABOK: TO OBI B35, 3TO. .. a JieHer Hema. Criacu0o, XOTh JKpaTBa 3a cYeT MAaHCHUOHA, J1a Ha CUra-
peThI XBaTaeT. ..

[lerpoBuY yrpiomMo ThIKaI BUJIKOW B TapeaKy. Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBIY NMOYYBCTBOBAIT XKeJIaHHE
MOKUHYTh Kade, 4TO M peli He3aMeITUTENIbHO OCYIIEeCTBUTh, HO [IeTpoBHY UyTKO OTCJICKUBAI
CHUTYAIIIO U, OLICHUB, YTO HACTAJT «KPUTUIECKUIA MOMEHT», 0OpaTUiICS K OTCTABHOMY ITOJIKOBHUKY.

— Cnymaii, naBait 3a BcTpeuy. Bo3bMu MHe OfiHY, s TOTOM TeOe OTaaM.

Kot moakpernun npockOy [leTpoBrya rpOMKUM MsyKaHbeM M OTUYAsSTHHBIM TpeHHeM O HOTU
Bupcasus Jleronrosnya.

— BoH 1 ckoTHHKa TPOCUT, HE Aaii TOBOPUT 3aCOXHYTh X035MHY. CKOTHMHKA 1 Ta noHUMaTt. OHa,
€KeJIM Thl K HEeH ¢ 1yIlIOM, TaK OHA YyCTBYET. ..

To 1 «CKOTUHKA» ChIrpajia CBOKO POJib, TO Ji Bupcapuii JIeroHTOBHMY MOXkaJieN «3aChIXaloIero
XO35IMHa», HO, B UTOTe, OH 3aKa3aJj elle Mapy PIOMOK KOHbsIKA, MOMMAaB MPU 3TOM YKOPU3HEHHBIH
B3MJISA, AHEUKHU.

— Bor 310 — fieno. Thl — HacTOANIMIA MYKUK. 3a TeOs U 3a TBou Jena [leTpoBrdY Bceraa mber
1o nHa! Yto6 Te OTIOXHYTh Kak HaJIo!

— Jla, XOTeJIoCh OHl. . .

— Bo-Bo 1 51 Ipo TO... 4TOO TE X0Ten0ch 1 Moriock! Benb 6a0b-To ue HpiHYe monun? Ha nny
[JISIMIIB — CpaM cpaMoM. S OTHMM JJHEM UCTIPABJIAThH MIOHTOH J0IKOH ObLI. [Ipwuinien, misoky, a Tam
JeBKa, TYIBITh €¢ B Kauyelib, TOYTU Tojasi JISKUT. BOT He MoBepuIlb, U3 Ofie) KU Ha HEW — HY OIHU
TOHKHE HUTOYKH, YTOOBI CPaM MIPUKPBITh U CUCHKY CIIPATATh. . .

—3ITO KyNnaJbHUKY ceiyac Takrue MOJHbIC Y )KEHINNH, ONKWHY Ha3bIBalOTCs, — Bupcaswmii Jleron-
TOBWY Cpa3y BOCTIPSIHYJI, Y HETO MOSIBUJICS MHTEpeC B Ila3aX. — A KOrja 3Ta JeBUIla OTabIXaa?

— Cpamorta 310 Ha3bIBaeTcs. S KUCTh MPOXKIJI, 3HAI0 Ye TOBOPIO. .. [la B Hauasie uioyis oHa ObLia.
Hy, s et Bo3bMu 51a ckaxu: «Tol O, 1eBKa, He 3aMep3i1a Obl, @ TO XOTh TPYCHI ObI B3s1JIa».

[TeTpoBuY 3axpurnesn u 3aiescs CMEXOM.

«MHe ObI TOrJ]a Ha 3TOT MOHTOH. .. », — IoAyMas Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBHY, a BCIyX CKa3all:

— A He nocnasnia Tedsl JeBHIIa Ky1a-HUOY/b. .. 32 CBOMMHU Tpycamu?

—3-x Ma, THl Kak Oyaro tam Obut! [locnana... sapeHa MarpeHa!

[erpoBuy ymoBIeTBOPEHHO MOXPIOKAJ ceOe B KYJIaK, Tacs MOCIeHNE TPUCTYIIBHI CMeXa, B3J0X-
HYJI ¥ BEpHYJI CBOEMY JIMITYy IPUBBIYHOE XMYPOE BhIpaKEHHE:

— Be3nymHo mogu KuBYT, OE3/yITHO, a Beb 33bIXAIOTCA CaMU B Oe3[yIlne CBOeM, Bejlb
HE BUJSIT HUYEro BOKPYT cedsl. S 4e Mmbio-To, MOXET, TOO YUTH OT Oe3/1yIIbsI-TO SHTOBA, BE/Ib MbI

12



K. Becuun. «He3a0riBaemoe nero, nimu KeHuTn0a IMoaIKOBHUKA»

KakK MepTBble, Kak pOoOOTHI KMBEM... BOT cKOTHHKa, OHa U Ta Iymry uyer. KaObl ¢ Hell o oOpomy
1 OHa BceM J100poM K Tede. 51 3Hawo ye ryrapio, 1a, Bacwmii?

[NeTpoBuu nmpuacka KOTa, MOYecas ero 3a yIlaMu, TOT B OTBET T'POMKO 3aMy pIIbIKaJI v TOTepCs
MOPIOUYKOM O €ro pyKy. AHeuKka IMpUHeca MaJIeHbKYI0 MUCKY, U3 KOTOPOH KOT HavyaJl KaHO BHIOU-
paTh KyCOUKH Msica, OTO/IBUTAsI HOCOM B CTOPOHY MaKapOHBI.

— 31, 6ponsra, kKak HaBopaunBaeT Msico-To! Tel Obl 1 MakapoHsl TOxe mamMkain! — [lerpoBuy
noTpenai Kota 3a 1men. Kot HeoBosbHO 3aypualt u 60jiee OCHOBATEIbHO COCPEAOTOUMIICS Ha CBOEH
MOPLIUH.

— Ipubwics GmynHbIA. S ero nogkapMIMBaTh Hauall, IbIK OH MOHAYaTy Oeras 1o Bcemy Oepery,
MOXPAaTh TOKO MpHOerall, a mac OT MeHsI IIOUTH He OTXOAUT. .. Y-y, Opoasira, — [lerpoBuy B3siB Bacbky
3a 3arpUBOK, MOTPENaj ero U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. KOT HEJOBOILHO OTPSIXHYIICS U, HEMHOTO OTOM/IS,
CTaJl cTaparesbHO MPUBOAUTD Ce0sl B IOPSIIIOK.

[NokonuuB ¢ yxuHom, [lerpoBru OGpocuI ele oAMH BOIPOCUTENBHBIN B3I Ha BupcaBus
JleronTtoBrua, HO He ycCIies MOAKPENHTH €ro CIOBAMHM, TaK Kak B IBEpsAX Kade MosBuiIach AJeBTHHA
HukonaesHa:

— AX, BOT BH r1e. Buxy, xopomo cuaure. [lerpoBuy, MHe Hy:XHa TBOS IIOMOIIb. B maTrom
HOMepe OKHO COBCEM pa3z0oiTaHo, a ckopo 3ae31. Hajgo cpouno caenarts. 51 — 3a TOOOI.

[eTpoBHY rpyCTHO MOCMOTPEN Ha OTCTABHOTO MOJKOBHUKA.

— Bor, ue 51 Tebe u ryrapui — 6a0bl ecth 6a0bl. MM Hac He moHATh. [Tonun Bacbka.

OH JIeHNBO MOAHSJICS U HarpaBuIIcs K Bbixody. Kot Backka, BHICTaBMB XBOCT TPyOO¥, TO U IEJIO
HOPOBWJI ITOTIACTh €MY TI0J] HOTH, Kak OBl yIpaiirBasi X03siMHa ele HeMHOTO MOCHIETh B Kade.

JleHb He3aMeTHO ycTynall MecTo Beuepy. KoHauimonep ckpapiBa skapy, ¥ BBIXOAUTb HAPYKY
Bupcasuio JlerontoBudy He xorenock. Ho AHeuka, yke JaBHO C HETEPIIEHMEM IIOIVISAbIBAIOIIAS
Ha Hero, MoIMpocuia MOKUHYTh Kade, Tak Kak ee paboyast CMeHa 3aKOHYMJIIACH.

...J1a, cepBuC OCTaBJIseT kenaTh Jy4LIero. . .

Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBMY IOCMOTpEIT Ha Yachl.

...Kace 3akpbiBaercs, xot4, elie HeT U BOCbMU 4acoB. U rie MoxHO OCHIETh C JaMOil, eciin
He 37€ech?..

OH nogHSICS, IGHUBO TOTSIHYJICS M OUYTHIICS B JYITHOM atMocdepe JIETHEro Bevepa.

Bupcasuii JleronToBMY cHjies Ha OTKPBITON Teppace MAHCUOHATA U, CJIOBHO XOJIEHBIH NEPCU-
CKUI KOT, JICHUBO HEKWICS B TeHU. ABI'YCTOBCKOE COJIHLIE MEJIEHHO 3aKaThlBaJOCh 32 BEPXYLIKU
nepeBbeB. Co CTOPOHBI TEppachl OTKPBIBAJICS B HA MPOIJISIBIBAIOIEE MEXK/Y IIEPIIABbIX CTBOJIOB
coceH o3epo JlecHoe, KOTopoe CIensAImyUMH 3alIMKaMu MaHUJIO K ceoe.

Ha Bepanne Broporo staxa nosisuiach AnetiHa HukonaesHa.

— Hexwurech B TeHeuke? He xoauinu, He Kynajiuch erie?

— Her. OcBauBaioch ¢ 0OCTaHOBKOM, MPUBBIKAI0 K BarieMy K)xHo-YpasibcCKoMy KJIUMATy.

— Korpa Bel ye3xkanu u3 goma, y Bac He ObLJIO TaKOU Kapbl?

— Her. YV nac — Cpennuil Ypai, o4ty mecTbCOT KWJIOMETPOB ceBepHee. Celyac TaM OTHOCH-
TEJIbHO TMPOXJIAJHO U TOKIHM. .. BBl JaBHO 31ech padoTaere? — cripocui Bupcasuii Jlerontouu.

— Ox, Garenbka. TpuaLaTh TOAKOB 5 YXe B 9TUX Kpasx. HaunmHana padoTy Ha qpyrux Oazax
OTIpIXa. A TOCTEJHUE NECAThb JIET — 371€Ch, aIMUHUCTPATOP. TSKeIo CTajlo B MOCIEAHEE BpeMS.
Otapixatoriye Beskue nonagaiTtcs. KTo v BHIMUTH M00UT, 1 MoOyssHUTh. Hao ycrokanBars.

— A oXpaHHMKa y Bac Her?

— Her. Inatar mano, Mmyxuku He uayT. CTOpoka, Kak MpaBWIo, He 3aJepKUBaOTCs Oojee
OIHOTO CE€30Ha, U MHE IMPUXOIUTCS 3aHMMaThCs MOMCKaMK HOBoro kanaupaara. A IlerpoBuu cam
ceOs1 peasioxk. Kora maHCMOHAT TOTOBHMJIM K OTKPHITHIO, TIPOBOJVIIN KOCMETHUECKHUIA PEMOHT, OH
U TIOSIBUJICSL.
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— A 3uMO¥ OH 11e OyIeT KUTh?

— V Hero cecrtpa rzie-1o B AepeByllke, HenojayieKy. OH 3UMbl TaM IIPOBOJIUT, BEPHEE MPOMY-
ynBaercs. OHa eMy NMUTh HE MO3BOJISET, IeHEr He JaeT, TOJbKO KOPMUT. BOT OH, Kak TOJIBKO JIETO
NpuOIMKaeTcsi, CoOMpaeT CBOM HEXUTphIE MOXUTKU M BIEepe] 10 TopaM U BecsM C MecHeil. Pyku
30JI0TbIE KOPMSIT. ..

Co cTopoHbI 03epa MOIYI JIETKUI CBeXUi BeTepoK. OpaHkKeBblid CBET OT 3aXOASIIEro COHIIA
Teriepb ObLT BUAEH TOJIBKO HAa CAMBIX BEPXYIIIKAaX COCEH.

— INorona-To crout kakasi! [Touemy y Bac oTabIXaONMX HET?

— B koHIIe utons ObLT HAIUIBIB OTAbIXaomuX. Emie naxke He XBaTajo HOMEpOB. A ceifuac —
HayaJo Mecsila — Kak Obl IepeCMEHKa, OTHU YeXaJlv, Ipyrie HAUMHAIOT MOAbEe3KaTh. .. OTKPOBEHHO
BaM CKaXy, TSDKEJIO OfIHOW TalllUTh BCe XO34MCTBO. Jlymaenib, Hy Bce, JOTSHY JO OCEHU U XBATHT.
[Noemy B pomHO# rOpofoK, Oyly JOKMBATh CBOW BEK Ha MIEHCUH, — TPYCTHBIE HOTKM CKBO3UJIM B FOJIOCE
AneBtuHbl HuKoMaeBHBL. — A Kak MoxyMaio, 4to Oy/1y OJjHa, COBCEM HUKOMY He HyXKHa, TaK TOCKJIUBO
Ha JyIlle CTaHOBUTCS. §1 e He MPUBBIKJIA CHIETh ITPOCTO TakK, Oe3 Aena.

— A pozHble, 1eTH HE ¢ BaMU KUBYT?

— Myka oXOpoHWJIa, a CBIHOBbSI JABHO CO CBOUMU CEMbSIMU 110 APYTMM FOpPOIaM pasJeTeNnCh,
KaK NTUIBI IO Oelly CBETY... B OTITyCKa MPUE3KAIOT HEHAJ0JTO, a B MOC/IEIHEE BPEMsI — BCE Peke
u pexe. JleHer, caMu 3HaeTe, HE XBaTaeT, BOT U TpaTAT Bce Ha ceds. Hy, a Bbl, 6aTeHbKa, 4TO XOJI0-
cryere?

— Bbun xenar, pazomesncs.

— A netu ectb?

— Ha, ectb. C xeHaMM OCTaJIUCh. . .

— He onguH pa3 ObutH KeHATHI?

— He oguH. {4 u ceituac He Tepsiio HAJEK /bl BCTPETUTD JIEBYIIIKY. ..

— X, MYXKUKH, MyXHUKH, — TpepBajia ero AnesruHa HukomnaesHa, — Bece Bam MoofeHbKUX
MojIaBai. .. A KakOBO MM-TO C BaMu OyJIeT KUTb, HE TymaeTe?

— He ckporo, uiy mosoayio. 51 Beab Mory el 1aTh OKOM, yBepEHHOCTb B KU3HUA. MHE U HyXKHa
TaKasi TUXasl, CIOKOWHAsI, €CTh K€ ¥ CpeJJi MOJIOZIBIX Takue. .. He BaHO, CKOJIbKO pa3 Thl ObUT KEHaT,
a BQ)XHO C K€M Thl BCTPETHILb CTAPOCTh. .. XOUETCS Ha CKJIOHE JIET U ALY MOIIaUTh U TeJIO NOoTe-
IIHTh. ..

— [onsarHo. Nmeete npaBo... Tonbko Kak 370poBbe mo3BonuT? Mononast Oyaer TpeboBaTh
BHUMaHWUs1, a U JieHexkeK 3anpocut. CripaButech?

— Hy, Anertuna HukomnaeBHa, oOmxkaere! Most ocneiHss xeHa, Jliocst Oblla TIOUTH Ha JBa-
ALaTh JIET MOJIOKE MEHH. . .

Tyt AneBrrHa HukosnaeBHa ¢ yIuMBIEHUEM NIOCMOTPEIIA HA OTCTABHOT'O IMOJIKOBHUKA.

— Ha, na, He yausnsiitecs. M, 3HaeTe, CTOJIBKO BO MHE IOSIBUJIOCH HOBBIX CHUI M 9Hepruu. [Ipsamo
MaJIBYUIIKON ceOs1 TouyBcTBOBa. .. OHa BCs ObLIa Takast XpyIikas, mpo3pavHasi, MajieHpkas. Kaza-
JIOCh, TPOHB €€ W OHa ymaneT. M kakasi-To mevasb, HeXHOCTb, KPOTOCTb ObUIM B HEW... DTUM OHa
Y TIOKOPUJIa MEHS1: CBOEI HEKM3HEHHOCTBIO, HEPEATbHOCTHIO, OTOPBAHHOCTBIO OT MUPa. MeHs BIIEKJIO
K Hei... [IpenBuky Baiie Bo3pakeHHE — YTO MOXKET ObITh OOIIEro MpH ABALATUICTHEH pa3HUIIE
B Bo3pacrte? Ceituac, 1o MpoIIECTBUM BPEMEHM, MOTY CKa3aTb OTKPOBEHHO — 51 €e KaxIall, 5 ee
xoteil... [IpocTute 3a OTKPOBEHHOCTh, HE IOKUPOBAJI BAC CBOUM IIPU3HAHUEM ?

— Her, Garenbka, — ycrasno B30oxHya AneBruHa HukonaeBHa. — S MHOro moBugaia B 3TON
KU3HU. MEHs y)ke HUYeM He IOKUpYelllb. .. PeKo KTO U3 MyKYMH C TaKOW MPSIMOTOM CKAKET, UYTO
y Hero Ha fyiie. OOBIYHO MPUKPHIBAIOTCS JIIOOOBBIO, YMOM, €llle KaKUM-JIMOO TOCTOMHCTBOM CBOEH
n30paHHUIIbL. .. HO Tak OTKPOBEHHO! — OHa MOKayasia roJIOBOM.

— Jla, y MeHs CJIOBHO pacCydOK MOMYTWIICS. §l MOHMMa, 9YTo cO MHOUM. YTO 3TO He OOOBb,
a rnpocto BiedyeHue wiotu. Ho... yke, kak roBOpUTCS, COpBaJICA C METes b, MEHs MOHECIO. .. 51 3aBa-
JUJ ee rmojapkamu. .. [a, y Hee Belb ObUT ApyT, 51 Obl HE HA3BAJ €r0 YXaKepoM, a UMEHHO IPYrOM.
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Onu BMecTe yuniuch B 1mikosie. OHa MOCTyNWIa B MHCTUTYT U KWJa B OOIICKUTHHN, & OH TOIIEN
Ha ciry )0y B onvmuio. [Tepen Tem kak s BetpeTut JIocio, ero Kak pa3 Ha HECKOJIBKO MeCsIIIeB OTIIpa-
BUJIM B KOMaHIUpPOBKY. Ho 1 MeHsi Hajmyue 3TOoro Jipyra yke He UMeJso 3HaueHus. S morepsit
anreTwT, He CriaJl HOYaMHU, KAl KakKJON BCTpeur ¢ Hel... OHa ObUla TakoW HEBUHHOM, UTO Jaxke
LIEJIOBAThCS HE yMeJa.

UYepes mecs1y nocie 3HAKOMCTBA s cAejial ed MpeaiokeHUe, CUUTal JAHU, Yachl, MUHYTHI
JI0 MOMEHTA, KOTJJa CMOT Ha3BaTh €€ CBOEM JKEHOU U YBE3TH B IPYToil ropo/1, OAAJIbIIIE OT €€ IpyTa. . .
Mpe1, BepHee 51, Obul cuacT/mB. [lepBbie MecsIpl JeTaln B Hebecax. . .

— A oHna?

Bupcasuii JleroHTOBIY TITyOOKO B3JJOXHYI, IOCTAJT TUIATOK M BBITEP TIOT €O JIOA.

— Ona makasa noctosiHHo. [1o3apasiio ¢ BOCbMbIM MapTa — IUIAUET, C JHEM POKAEHUS — IIa-
yer. VI3BUHUTE 32 IOIPOOHOCTH, HO Aake Moce MHTUMA — I1adeT. S cHavasla Kak MOT ee yTelal,
AyMall, 3TO — OT Pe3KOH MepeMeHbl B KU3HHU, HO, KaK OKa3aJoch, 3TO OBUIO B €€ AyIle, Kakas-To
0e3bICXOJHAsI TPYCTh, MeYasib U CJie3Hl. .. [I0TOM yke U 5 cTasl omlymarh HeKylo 0e3bICXOIHOCTb, UTO-
TO CPOJIHU KJIETKE, B KOTOPYIO 51 caM ceOs1 BOBJIEK. .. MPOIUIO TP rofia, y HAC POAMUIIACH J0Yb, U
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO OXJIAJIEBAIO K HEW.

— Hy, nmonsaTHo, moyemy. OHa mepekounia BHUMaHUe Ha peOeHKa, a Bbl 3apEeBHOBAJIH.

Bupcaswii JleroHToBUY yCMEXHYIICS.

— JIa... wer. [leno He B peOenke. [IpocTo, misiisg Ha ee BEUHO TPYCTHOE JIUIIO, MEHSI CAMOTO
crajia Tocka rioaath. Hy, KTo U3 HOpMaJIbHBIX MYKUKOB BBITEPIUT PSIJIOM XOIsiuyio rnevyain? U ato
KOTJIa BOKPYT TeOs1 CTOJIbKO *KU3HEPAJOCTHBIX MOJIOJIBIX JKSHIIMH. .. [la 4TO TaM FOBOPHTS. .. s CTall
MOMJISIIBIBATH TI0 CTOPOHAM. .. BeTpetu npyryio. . .

— A c KeHOH Kak?

— Mm1 pazBenuch. 3ametsTe, AsieBTiHa HukonaeBHa, kBapTupy s octaBui xeHe. C 104epbio
BUXKYCh, MIPaB/a, HE OUeHb YacCTO, HO PeryJsipHo... Ha neHb poxkieHus Bcerja nogapku. . .

Onu nomonmuayu. CyMpak OKYTBHIBaJI JIeC, MU BEUEPHsIsl CBEKECTh MPOTOHsIA THEBHOM 3HOM.
[TeTpoBuY BblIIIeNT U3 BATOHYMKA Y BKJIIOUUJI OCBEIIEHUE HaJl TePPaCOil.

— Hy, uro, [TerpoBuy, kak ciryx0a? — O0IPbIM IOJIOCOM OKJIMKHYJIa cTopoxa AJsieBtruHa Huko-
JIA€BHA.

— Bce mytem, 00X0Xky TIOCTHI.

HemHnoro nocTosiB okoJ1o Teppachl, OH BEPHYJICS B CBOI BarOHYMK.

— Hy, n MHe nopa, — AnesruHa HukomnaeBHa nogHsnace. — BoH Moe npucranuiie, — 1 oHa
yKa3aJjia Ha BUJHEIONIHMIACS CPe/iv IepeBbeB HeOOJBIIION OJHOITAKHBIN JIOMHUK.

VYT1po caenymoomero JHs BCTPETUJIO OTCTAaBHOTO MOJKOBHMKA MPOMKHMM TOJIOCOM T'OPHUYHOW
B KOpHUJIOpE, KOTOpasi 0 4eM-To criopuia ¢ AneBrrHoi HukonmaeBHoi. OH JIEHMBO NOTSHYJICS, 3€BHYI
Y, HETOPOIUTMBO TOTHSBIIMCE, IPUTOTOBUII ce0e valedyky Kode.

VY100HO yCTpOMBIIKCH B Kpeciie y OKHa, BupcaBuil JISTOHTOBUY pelIviI MPOCMOTPETh 3aXBa-
YEHHBII B JOPOTY XKYypPHaJI, HO pa3roBOPHI B KOPUAOPE OTBJIEKIIH ero. HesHakoMblil O0pbIil JKEHCKUIt
roJIOC MEepPEKPhIBAT HErPOMKYIO peub AjieBTUHBI HukosnaeBHbl. [locaplnannch 3ByKH IaroB U CTYK
ABepH HoMepa HanpoTHB. Bupcasuii JleroHTOBUY ObUT 3aMHTPUTOBaH. TOPOIIMBO MOJHSBIIUCH, OH
MIPUOTKPBLT JBEPh HOMEPA, HO B KOPUAOPE YKe HUKOTO He ObLIO.

[Tocne 3aBTpaka, korna BupcaBuil JleroHTOBMY Haciakaajcs TUIIMHOW M MOKOEM CBOETO
HOMEDA, JI0TIKBast TPETHIO M0 CYETY YallleuKy Kode, pa3aics pe3Kui CTyK B IBEpb.

On He ycnen ckazath «[la» wim «BoianTe», Kak JBeph paclaxHyaach, ¥ HOBask TAHCMOHEPKa
MOSIBWIACH HA MOPOre ero Homepa. JIMio He3HAKOMKH NTOYEMY-TO cpa3y BbI3Baio y Bupcasus Jleron-
TOBMYA ACCOIMAIMI0 C MTUICH. BO3MOXHO, TPUYMHON TOMY OBUI KJIIOBOOOpa3HOU (pOpMBI HOC,
Ha KOTOPOM pacriojiarajich OYKM B IIMPOKON onpase. KopoTko noacTpukeHHbIe BOJIOCH HEOTIpeie-
JIEHHOTO I[BETa JIeJIaJIi ee TIOXOKel Ha B3bEPOILIEHHOTO0 M HAMOKIIIETO TOJ I0KJeM BOpoObs. Spko-
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3eJIeHbIi OPIOYHBIN KOCTIOM MOAYEPKUBAI (PUTypy, KOTOPasi, K COKaJICHHUIO, OblIa COBCEM HE BO BKYCe
OTCTaBHOTI'O TOJIKOBHHMKA: MaJIEHBKUI POCT U HEOIPEAEIEHHOCTh (DOpPM HUKOI/1a HE PUBJIEKATIH €TO.
Ha rpyau He3HaKOMKU KpacoBaoCh Okepelibe U3 KPYIMHbIX KaMHel, Kakux — Bupcasuii JleroHToBUY
HE MOT CKa3aTb, 1a U HE XOTeJ.

Emy XBaTuiio mstv ceKyH1, 4YTOObI PEIIUTb, CTOUT JIA Pa3essaTh OpeMsi U TaK HEPOCTOM KU3HH
¢ oObsIBUBILIEHCS Ha ero nopore ocodoil. Bkyc BupcaBus JleroHToBrYa He OTIMYAsICS OpUTHHAIIb-
HOCTBI0. EMy HpaBUIIHCH CTpOWHBIE MOJIO/bIE KEHIIIMHBI, MUJIOBUIHBIE JIMIIA KOTOPBIX TaWIU B cede
HEKYI0 M3IOMUHKY M3bICKAHHOCTH U HECJIM HaJleT apucToKpati3ma. OObIYHO, UITYIIHIA 7143 OTCTaB-
HOT'O IIOJIKOBHMKA MIHOBEHHO BBIXBAThIBAJI X JIETKYIO, TPALIMO3HYIO ITOXOJKY, BKYIIE C OKPY:KaIOIIUM
OpEOJIOM TAMHCTBEHHOCTH, 3aCTaBJIsIsl €0 3aMEPETh, 3aTauB JbIXaHue. Ero B30p aHO JTOBUII KaxkJ10e
JBUKEHUE MTOHPABUBLIEWCS 1aMbl, OH OCTaHABJIMBAJICS U AOJITMM B3IVISIIOM MPOBOKaJl BUHOBHUILY
CBOMX JYIIEBHBIX MOTPSCEHUH, 3aTeM, I'TyOOKO B3/I0XHYB, MPOAOJIKA CBOW )KU3HEHHBIH MyTb.

N300pa3uB Ha uIe HEMOAIEbHBIA UHTEPEC U OKMHYB B3IJISIIOM HOMEp, HOBasl TaHCUOHEPKa
0e3 YMOJIKY 3auMpHKaja, BCKUIBIBAS TOIOBY MOCHE KaXA0W MPOM3HECEHHOH (hpasbl U €KEMUHYTHO
TOIPABJISASl OUKH, Ka3aBILIHECS OTPOMHBIMU Ha XYJEHbKOM OCTPOHOCOM JIMYMKE.

— O, Tak Mmbl cocequ! Kakas npenects! He oxunana, He oxunana. Mens 3oByT 3ocs. Buxy,
BBI 3aBTpakaeTe, He Oy/y BaM MellaTb. Y Bac, KOHEYHO, YIOTHO, HO HE XBaTaeT COJHIA. Moil Homep
BBIXOJUT OKHAMM Ha TIPOTHBOIOJIOKHYIO, COTHEUHYIO CTOPOHY. Beeria tam ocraHaBiMBaloch, — OHa
KOKETJIMBO OOMaxHyJa PyKOH CBOIO B3bEPOIIEHHYIO TOJIOBKY. — Tak, Kak Bac 30ByT?

— Bupcasuii... Bupcasuii JlerontoBuu.

[TpousHocst cBOe MMs 1 0T4YeCTBO, Bupcasuii JleroHToBIY Beera oOpaiiai BHUMAaHUE Ha Peak-
MI0 coOeceTHNKa. B OONBIIMHCTBE ClTy4yaeB 3Ta peakiys BhIpaxasiach B BUJIE YAUBJICHUS U BOCKJIHU-
raauii Trmna: «Kak HeoObryHO!» nmn «Kak KpacuBO 3BYYHT!», UTO JIbCTHIIO CAMOJTIOOMIO OTCTABHOTO
TMOJIKOBHUKA.

30cs He oKa3anach UCKI0UYeHNeM u3 npaBuil. OHa Jaske rouuia Jablie:

— Ilpoiy npoliieHus1, NoBTOpUTE, Kak?

OH noBTOpUII.

— Kakoe Gnaro3Byurie n HarieBHOCTb! HUKOrIa B )KU3HU HE CIIbIIIIAIa HUYEro nogooHoro. Y Bac,
HaBepHOE, UHTEPECHAs1 POIOCIIOBHAS?

Ho Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBMY MPOUTrHOPUPOBAIT €€ BOTIPOC.

— Iocroiite, 3ocs. .. yx He Ta Ju Bbl 30csi CuHMIIKas U3 «30JI0TOro TejleHKa», uto y Mibga
u IlerpoBa? — j1yKaBblil OTOHEK MEJIbKHYJI B €T0 IJ1a3ax.

— He-er. I — 30cs, HO U3 Apyroro poMana. A, Bbl, KaK s MOTJISIKY, Toxke He Octan Moparumbra?
A, BooO111e, 51 BaM MOT'y KOEe-4YTO paccKas3arh IPO CBOIO POIOCIOBHYIO... OHa y MEHsI UHTEpEeCHasl. . .

OTBeTOM eii ObIIO JeTMKaTHOE TIoKaNMBanue Bupcasus JleronToBruYa, ocTaBimeecs He 3aMe-
YEHHBIM.

— Ho 06 sTom mo3xke. A ceifuac s ¢ IOpOTH, M XOUETCsl TIOUTH MCKYNaThesl. Bbl JaBHO yxke
otnpixaere?

— He ouens naBHO...

— Hy, no Bam BugHo. Bl coBceM He 3aropei. A s1 000Xal0 COJTHEUHbIE BaHHHI. .. JISKMUIIIb,
HEKUIIIbCS HAa COJTHBILIKE, & TIOTOM TaK MPUSITHO OCBEKUTHCS B O3€peE.

30cs crapanach JeaTh BUJ, YTO OHA MHTEpECYeTCs MCKITIOUMUTEIbHO HOMEPOM HE3HAKOMIIA,
HO €€ B30p KaJHO TSAHYJICS K 9TOMY COJIMAHOMY MYyxuMHe. [loHauay, B paHHel MOJIOIOCTH, OHa, Kak
1 BCE €€ CBEPCTHMIIBI, CKPOMHO 3KJajia cBoero npuHua. Ho oxunanue 3aTsaruBanock, U, HOCTENEHHO
30cs CHUKauIa TUIAHKY TpeOOBaHMI K M30paHHUKY, TOBE/S €€ K HACTOSIIEMY MOMEHTY JI0 «IIPUJINY-
HOT'O MY>KYMHBI», ITCTh J1a)Ke U CTaplle ee, HO 3aHMMAIOLIEro MPOYHYI0 COLMAIIBHYI0 HUILY (HE clle-
capsi ¥ He JBOPHUKA, KOHEYHO) U He CUJIbHO OOPEMEHEHHOTO MPebIIyIIMMI OpayHbIMU OTHOIIEHH-
samu. Takue npeacraBUTENN MYKCKOTO 110J1a MHOTAA TIEPECEKAIIH €€ KU3HEHHBIH MyTh, HO, YBbI, TIOKA
HU OfIVH U3 HUX HE BBIKA3aJ PBEHMSI CO3aTh MPOYHBIN colo3 ¢ Hell. Camoe OoJibliiee, 4To K CBOEH
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Jocajie noiydana 30¢s — 3T0 MUMOJIETHBIM POMaH, KOTOPBIN MOYTU Cpa3y, Kak TOBOpWIa ee Mama,
repeTeKall BO B3pOCIIble OTHOLLIEHN ], TIOC/IE YEro HOBOSIBJIEHHBIM KaHAWAAT UCUe3all U3 ee MoJis 3pe-
HUSL.

W Bot Teneps, nepen Hel MpeAcTall OYepeHOW BUIHBIA MYKUMHA, U 30Cs BMaja B HEKYIO
9K3aJIBTALMIO: €€ MPOPBAJIO HA MIOTOK KPAaCHOPEeUHs, a Jylla aJJHO JIOBUJIA OTBETHbIE (PIIIOWbI.

— BblI enie He XoauIM 3a TEPPUTOPUIO NTaHCHOHATA?

Bupcasuil JleroHTOBUY HE ycIieBaJl CIENUTh 3 JIBIOIMMCS CIIOBECHBIM IOTOKOM U MOTOMY
HE HallleJsICsl Cpasy, YTO OTBETHUTb.

— He orBeuaiite, Buky, s yragana. TyT HEMHOrO CKy4HOBaTO, HO MOXHO CXOIUTb Ha TaHIIbIL.
Henopaneky ects caHatopuid, Ijie 4acTO MPOBOIATCS B€UYEpa OT/AbIXA, — U OHA CHOBA KOKETJIMBBIM
’KeCTOM IoIpaBuiIa npuyecky. — Hagerocs, mbl He 3ackydaem. U notom, TyT nec. Takas kpacotuial
['oBopAT, B 3TOM rosy oueHb MHOro sirof. W rpu6sl yxe nonum. O, Aa TyT KO BCeMy MOXHO TIpH-
JIOKUTb pyKHu!

Bupcasuii JleroHToBUY He Halescs cpasdy, Kak OTpearupoBarh Ha ¢pa3y Ipo pyKH, HO BIIO-
CJIEZICTBUY OH YK€ MOHSLI, YTO MECTOM JIJISl €70 PYK MOKET ObITh TOJIBKO poT 30cH. [JaMa Mexay Tem
MPOJIOJIKaJla pa3rOHATD IO YIJIaM OCTaTKU THILMHBI U YTPEHHEW COHJIMBOCTU HOMEpa:

—I'nmaBHOE, OBUIO OBI C KeM pa3BesiTh CKYKY. f cama TyT mMpocKy4vasa mpOoLUIbIi Ce30H, KOTAa TPU
IHS KWJIa B TIOTHOM ofimHouecTBe. OOOIIIa Bce TPOMbl M IPOTUBONONIOKHBIN Oeper o3epa. Keraru,
Bbl HE XOTUTE ceiuac MporyasTbcs’?

Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBUY OTBETHII, UTO KeJaeT MOObITh B CBOEM HOMEPE B ONMHOYECTBE.

B o6en onu BeTpetmiucsk B Kade. B capacdane sjoBUTO-KenTOro 1Beta 30¢s1 BhI3bIBAJIA ACCOIIU-
anmio ¢ kanapeiikou. [1pu Bune Bupcasus JlerontoBrua Ha ee uiie 3aurpaiia BOCTOPKEHHAs yIbIOKa.
«Ceituac crioet», — He 6e3 capkazMa OTMeTWI IIpo cebs1 BupcaBuii JIeroHTOBMY ¥ TOMOPIIHJICS.

— MosHO pa3fenuTs Balle yequHeHue?

OTBeToM eii ObUT MOJTYAIMBBIN PABHOAYIIHBIA KUBOK OTCTABHOTO TMOJIKOBHHKA.

— A 1 yxe nckynaiack. Bona — npesnects! Bbl koraa kynaerech?

HeonpenenenHoe mpruyanue Bupcasust JleroHTOBHYA, MOTJIOMIEHHOTO MPOKEBBIBAHUEM ITHUIIIH,
MOCITYKUJIO €1 OTBETOM.

— Embre, embre. A s mporonionaniachk, yxac kak! Boga oraumaert crosnbko suepruu! Bor, kaza-
JIoch Obl, HAaeNach B 3aBTPAK, MPUIILIA HA MUK, TaM MPOBAIsUIach YacoK-Apyroi. Ho crommno moitu
Y TIOTUIaBaTh MUHYT ABAIATh, He OoJiee, TaK eCTh 3aX0TeJIOCh, CJIOHA Obl chea!

30cs yCIenHo pacrperessia CBoe BHUIMaHUE MEK/1y TOIJIOIEHUEM I ¥ HeNPEPhIBHBIM
MOHOJIOTOM.

— Kcratu, — oHa npokanuisiiack, Tak Kak pe3Ko MOMEeHsUIa TeUeHHe MBICTIeH, He YCIIeB MPOrJIo-
TUTh OUepeHYI0 MopHuio eapl. — KeraTu, s1 Bam roBopuiia, 4YTo MHTEpeCyoch porocioBHOM. Tak BOT,
sI IPOCJIeNIIa CBOE TeHEaJOrMIecKoe IPEeBO 10 IECTOro KojieHa U BBISICHUIIA, YTO S, — TYT OHa CJie-
Jaja naysy, 0Xuaasi 3aMHTEpECOBAHHOCTH BO B3MIsiie ee caymaress. Ho ciaymarens mo3Ban AHEUKy
¥ TIOTIPOCUJT PIOMKY KOHbSIKA, YeM HECKOJIBKO OXJIaAMJI BOOMYIIIEBIeHHE 30CH.

— JlaBaiite 1 MHe TOxxe. YTO y Bac ecTb U3 KPaCHEHbKOI0?

— Bot meH10. Bribupaiite, — AHeuKa MoJIokuIa nepe 30ceil MeHIO 1 yIaIniach.

— @y, psAMO TaK BHICOKOMEPHO! — HErPOMKO 3aMeTHJIa 30¢s1, Mpodekara ri1a3aMu MEeHIO U clie-
J1aj1a 3aKas.

OHU BBITTUIIH.

— Tax BoT. §I — yTO HM Ha ecTb camas HacTosas rpapuHs.

OHa cnenana, Kak el Kazajnoch, 3(peKTHYIO May3y U 3araJlouHoO MOcMoTpesia Ha BupcaBus
JleronroBnya.

— A 5 — KH3b, — C OTTEHKOM MPOHUH, OTJISIHYBIIUCH MO CTOPOHaM, Tporientan BupcaBuit
JleroHToBMY, MOHUMAasI, YTO CHIT HOBOH MAHCHOHEPKOW TI0 TOPIIO.
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— Boi mytute? Her, HO y MeHsI ecTb IoKyMeHThl. Most ipabaOka Obl1a U3 pOIOBUTON ABOPSIH-
ckoil cembu. [IpaBia, oHa cOexasa ¢ OANOPYYMKOM M TaliHO OOBeHYasach. Ponuteny muimmim ee
HACJIE/ICTBA U OTKA3aJIMCh IPU3HATH X Opak. Bo Bpems peBoTIOIM OHM MepelnIh Ha CTOPOHY Kpac-
HBIX, U 9TO UX CIacyo, MpaBaa, HeHagouro. Havammce perpeccuu, ee My ObUT apecTOBaH M MpOna
B JIarepsix, a ee ¢ ceMbell cocaany Ha Ypasl. Bor Tak s u okazanach 37ech, a JOJKHA OblTa KUTh
B POZIOBOM MOMECThe re-To nox Tysoi.

30cs pasropsumiiack, rasa ee Onectes OT ype3MepHoro Bo30yxaeHus. OHa 3akasaja eie
PIOMKY BUHA.

— Bam He mHOTO Oynietr? — Bupcaswuii JIeroHTOBUY pacripaBuiics ¢ 00eI0M U OTKPOBEHHO T103e-
BBIBAL

— Her. Ecnu Bac He 3aTpyaHUT, TO 51 ObI XOTEJA MOCTYIIATh UCTOPUIO Balllel POJOCIOBHOM.

— Ceityac 3aTpyHUT.

OH BcTaJ M HaNPaBHWJICS K BBIXOAY.

...INyctp, Tpydo, HO JOCTaIO yKe!..

Bupcasuii JleronToBuy He 0OMaHbIBaJI 30CI0: €r0 JTAJIbHUN MPEIOK IeHCTBUTEIBHO ObLT KHSI-
’KECKOTO poJia, YTO MOATBEPIKAAIN JOKYMEHTbI, KOTOPbIE OTCTABHOW MOJIKOBHUK JOOBLT C OOJIBIINM
TpynoM. OH Obl C YIOBOJILCTBUEM TOBE/IAN CBOIO MCTOPUIO, HO TOJIBKO HE 30ce.

[Moce aToro mpumMevateapbHOro 0deaa, He3aMeTHO IS camoro cedsi, Bupcasuii JlerontoBry
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €0, Yracumi ObUIO MHTEepec K KU3HH, Bo3poawmics. [losBunack skM3HEHHas
MOTPeOHOCTh UTPaTh B MPATKU C TAHCUOHEPKOW U3 HOMepa HarpoTuB. Tak, nepe y)KUHOM OH 3apa-
Hee TIOKMHYJ MAHCHOHAT W TMPOTYIMBAJICS IO Jiecy, KpaeM IJ1a3a HaOmonas 3a BXOIOM B Kade.
W TobKO AOKIABIIMCH YXOAa 30CH, OH OTIPABHJICS HA YKUH.

Koporas Beuep, Bupcaswuii JlerontoBuY MejieHHO moOpen kK o3epy. [lpusatHas paccinadnen-
HOCTb ¥ COHJIMBOCTb 3aBJajie/ i M. Huuero He XoTesoch ienarh, MpocTo JIEHUBO MOOPOIUTH OKOJIO
BO/IBL.

Ha nontone on noscrpeyan AneBruHy Hukonaesny.

— 1 BHIKpauBaio BpeMsI MOCTOSATh Be4epoM, MoioOoBarthes 3akatoM. [IpaBaa, kpacuso TyT! Bei
nepsbii pa3 Ha lOxnom Ypane?

— Her. IlpouuieiM JieToM s €311 ellie 10kHee, B CTopoHy barikupuu. Tam Toxke ecTb KUBO-
MIYCHBIE TOPHI U 03epa.

— A 3UMOI1 ellie — U TOPHOJIBDKHBIE Tpacchl. A Ha JlecHOM o3epe BrepBbie?

— [la, BoiepBele.

— 371ech ecth 4TO MOCMOTpeETh. IIpsAMo 3a TeppuTOprell MaHCHOHATa HAUMHAETCS KpacuBasi,
crapasi, sunoBas poma. O0s13aTesIbHO MOCMOTPHTE... A UTO CKydaeTe B OIMHOUYECTBe, Bupcasuii
Jleronropuu? [Touemy Obl BaM He TIOCKY4aTh BMecTe ¢ 30cei?

Yempimag nipo 3ocio, Bupcasuii JleroHToBrY Kak Obl TPOCHYJICSI OT Pa3MOPHBIIEH €ro JIeHH,
MIPOMOKHYJI TJIATKOM YBJIQXKHUBILUICS OT MOTa JIOO M, OTBECUB YBKHUTEIILHBIN MOKJIOH AJIEBTHUHE
HukonaeBHe, HarrpaBWIICS 1O TPONMHKE BIITYOb Jieca.

MBpiciu B €ro rojaoBe BCTPENEHYINCh, YTO HE 3aMEJIIIO HAlTU CBOE OTPakK€HUE B TEJIECHBIX
ABrkeHUsIX. OH 4acTo 3aMoprajl, HECKOJIBKO pa3 IMPEePhIBUCTO B3[I0XHYJI, TOMOTAaJI TOJIOBOM, U HAIIO-
CJICIOK OTMAaxHYJICSI pyKOU OT Kak Obl HEBUIMMOTO COOECETHUKA.

...Koro, xoro, Ho BOT 30CI0 MHE TOYHO HE Hago!..

JlecHBIMU TpOMaMy MUHOBAB MTPOCTPAHCTBO MEPe/i TAHCUOHATOM, OH CHOBA OMYTHJICS HA MOH-
ToHe. COJHIIE MOYTH CKPBUIOCH 32 BEPXYILIIKAMU COCEH Ha IMTPOTUBOIIONOKHOM Oepery. [Toctosin B onu-
HOYECTBE, BCIIYIIMBAsICh B pa3MEPEHHbIN IIETIOT BOJIH, HAKaThIBAIOIIMX Ha 6eper. Ha oOparHOM myTH
OH W3/IaJTM YCJIBIIIAJ TOIOC 30CH U, CKPBIBASICh 32 AEPEBbSIMH, OCTOPOKHO MPHOMM3KIIICS K MAHCHUO-
Haty. AneBtrHa HukonmaeBHa u 3ocst ObuTH yBJI€UeHBI Oecejoi Ha Teppace, 1 Bupcaswmii JleroHToBUY
HE PelInyICs MPUCOSIUHUTHCS K HAM.
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— XopoI110, 4TO y BaC HUYEro He U3MEHWJIOCH 3a rofi! — 30¢si He CKpbIBajia CBOEro BOCTOpra. —
ITO 3/10pOBO, OYYTUTHLCS B TAKOM JAMKOM yroike! Hukakue caHatopuu, 6a3bl OTJpIXa He CPABHSTCS
C BalmM naHcuoHatoM! Bel ke moMHUTe, 4TO 51 paboTaio yuuTesieM My3blKH. Tak BOT, y HAC B IIKOJIE
MTPOBOIWJICS KOHKYPC YUHMTENILCKOTO MacTepcTBa. .. Hy, TaM Haio ObUIO MOKa3aTh CBOM TBOPYECKHIA
MOZIXO[] K BE/IEHUIO YPOKOB, 0(pOpMUTb Kiacc. Tak 3HaeTe, 4To s npuaymana’?

I'naza 3ocu ropenu OT xeslaHus IOAETUThCS CBOMMU ycriexamu ¢ AsieBTuHoM HukonaeBHOM.

— ¢ cobpana pedsaT 1 BceM nana 3aganust: «Tel, [leTs, pucyerib Ha BaTMaHe cOCHbI, Th, Cepexka,
1 ThI, Mariia, pucyerte o3epo». B o0miem, AnepruHa HukonaeBHa, BH He TIOBEpPUTE. . .

Xors, AnestuHe HukonaeBHe ObUIO COBCEM He BaKHO — BepuTh 30ce wiu Het. Eil xotenoch
MPOCTO MOCUAETh ¥ HACTAUThCS MPOXJIAZON Bevepa.

— ... B uTore, ohOpMIIIM KJIaCcC B BUJIE YTOJIKa YpaibCcKoi rpupobl, HukoMy Beib He 00bsic-
HUIIIb, 4TO y TeOs B Iymne. A s Kak 3aiily B KJacc, Tak MecHs JibeTcs u3 cepana. M kak Mbl e
c pedstamu! Tak BOT, s 9TO K YeMy... BT KOHKYpC, U MOH KJIacC 3aHsJT BTOPOE MECTO B IIKOJIE.
Hac narpaaunm: pedsTaM rofapvid UTPOBbIC MTPUCTABKK, HY a MHE TTPEJIOKIIIHN JIBITOTHYIO Iy TEBKY
B CaHAaTOPUH, kajb, YTO He Ha Haile JlecHoe o3epo! Ho s Tyna He moexasa! Kak Tonbpko BcrioMHUIA
Balll MAaHCUOHAT, cKa3asa ceOe: «30chbKa, He Ha/lo HuKakux caHartopreB! Tombko k AnepruHe Huko-
JlaecBHE ! »

30cs1 HAa MUHYTY OCTaHOBUJIACh.

— Hy, a kak Bbl xkuBere? Bee Tam xe?

— Ha, 3ocs, 3UMOM 5 y cedsl... B MAJICHBKOM TOPOJIKe B CEMH KMJIOMETpax oTciofa. A JieToM
JyIIa pBeTcs cloa. . .

— O#i, Kak BBl TOYHO CKa3zajim — Aymia peetrcsi! B 3TOT pa3 s xody cXOnuTh B CTOPOHY O3epa
HanbHero. {1 nonsna, Hy’)HO uaTH MUMO o3epa Kaparau?

— Jla, BIOJIb 03€pa UAET TPOIMHKA. . .

AneruHa HukonaeBHa He ycrieBajia 3akOHUUTH (hpasy, Kak 30Csi MOMEHTAJILHO BHIIJIECKUBAJIA
HOBBII CJIOBECHBI MOTOK:

— Joporas AnestuHa HukomnaeBHa, Bce X04y Bac CIIPOCUTD: KTO STOT HOBBIM OTJbIXAIOIINNA?

— Bupcasuii JleroHToBUY, OH...

— A ums-1o0, Kakoe — Bupcasuii! [ Takoro Hukorna He cipiiania. O, U3BUHUTE, TaK KTO OH?
OH BriepBble y Bac?

— a, BriepBbie. HackonbKko 1 3HaI0, OH — TIOJIKOBHUK B OTCTaBKE, XOPOIIO 00ecIieueH — y Hero
ecTb cBol Om3Hec. Kcraru, ceiiyac — B TOMCKax JIaMbl cepaiia.

— a BbI ut0?! Pacckaxute nogpoOHee. . .

Ho pacckasbiBath mogpo6Hee AnepruHe HukonaeBHe ObIIIO HEUETO, YTO BBI3BAIO €11l OOJTBIITHIA
MHTepec 30CH K OTCTABHOMY MOJIKOBHUKY.

— AnesruHa HukomnaeBHa, munasi mosi! Bel ke 3HaeTe Bce Mpo MeHsl. ..

3a mocieqHre TpU JITHUX ce30Ha AJieBTrHa HuKonaeBHa vMena HeyIoBOJILCTBUE TIOAPOOHO
O3HAKOMUTKLCS C JIMYHOM JKU3HBIO 30CH, TIOSTOMY OHA HE HalUIACh, YTO OTBETUTH U MPOCTO YCTAJIO
KUBHYJIA.

— ... HUYero, KpoMme MIKOJIbI He BUKy. Celluac Tak yBeJUYWIM 4acoByl0 Harpy3ky! CTonbko
(akynpraruBoB nodapuau! Beqabie getumky. .. OHU COBCeM CBeTa OeJloro He BUIAAT. A Mbl C HUMU
KPyTUMCH. ..

U 3ocs crana moapoOHO ONMUCHIBATH BHEKJIACCHYIO pabOTy yuuTess My3blku. AneBTrHa Huko-
JIaeBHA yXke JIaBHO MeuTajla OKa3aThCsl B CTEHaX CBOETrO YIOTHOTO JIOMHKA, 1€ CKPUIIAT MOJIOBUIIbI
Ha KyxHe... [leTrpoBud oOela Beib MOYMHUTH, BCE HUKAK Y HEro pyKu He noxoasaT. Hano 3aBTpa xe
CKa3aTh €My... XOTsl, 3TOT CKPHII ITOJIOBUII. .. OH CTaJl TAKMM POIHBIM, UTO Oe3 Hero yxe 1 He MbIC-
JIMIITH Beuepa... A OKOIIKO B KOMHATe CMOTPUT MpsAMO Ha s00H©0. OHA, Cpeid COCeH, BUAUMO,
JaBHO MOCakeHa ubei-To J0Opoi pyKoit. [Tpy CUIIbHBIX IOPBIBaX BETPa €€ BETKH CTYYaT 10 CTEeKIy. . .
B koHIle Masi OHa BCsI B 1IBETY, U €€ apoMarT BJIMBAETCSI B OKHO C TICHUEM IITHII. . .
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— Oii, g 3abonTanace mpo ceds1, a BHI-TO KaK 37ech yrpapiserech? HbiHUe, cMOTpIO, y Bac
HE MHOTO Pa0oThI, — rojioc 30cH BepHY ANleBTUHY HUKOMaeBHY M3 33 1yMUYNBOCTH.

— Ja, "Het, padboThl xBaTaeT. [lo Bac xujia KOMIaHUsI MOJIofieku. [TbsIHKY IO HOYaM, TPOMKast
My3bIKa. OTABIXAONIHEe HOUBIO TIPUXOIVIIN W OYIWIIA MEHS, IIPOCUJIA X YTOMOHHUTh. XO/AWa, pyra-
nach ¢ Humu! Tskesto MHe Tak OeraTh 110 HOYAM. . .

AnepruHa HukonmaeBHa BOCIIONB30BaIaCh MOMEHTOM, KOT/Ia HUTh Oece/ibl BAPYT OKa3aJlach B ee
pyKax:

— Jla, v 3a 1eHb ycraelsb. .. S, noxanyi, oy, 30ceHbKa.

— AnestnHa HukonaeBHa, Muiast B Hama! Jla ¢ HaMM BBl XOTh OTJOXHETE, MbI BeJlb COBCEM
He3ameTHbIe. BOT s Bce CMOTpIO BeCh JeHb, I7Ie STOT HEYJIOBUMBIN BupcaBwii. .. 0T4ecTBO 3a0bUIa. . .

Ho Anestuna HukonaeBHa yxe ycrajo Hampasisijiachk K CBOEMY JOMUKY, M CJIOBa 30CH JI0Jie-
TaJId JO Hee BCe TUILIE U THIIIE. . .

Tak MMHOBaJI e1le OOUH JEHb B )KU3HU OTAbIXaloIKX. Ero cMeHnia Houb, puHecIiasi CoBceM
HeOOoJIbIIoe O0IeTYeHUE OT JKaphbl. YTPO OTKPBLJIO HOBYIO CTPAaHMILY B KU3HU BupcaBus JlerontoBuya.
Hauunanoch oHO HUYEM He npuMevaTesibHO: Kode, YTEHUE, 3aBTpak COBMECTHO C UTPOM B MPATKU
ot 3ocu. [Tocne 3aBTpaka Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBMY, Kak MOKHO He3aMeTHee, TOKUHYJI HOMep U Harpa-
BWJICS 32 BOpOTa MaHcuoHata. [lerpoBuy 4to-To OYpKHY/I €My B HAIlyTCTBUE, U OTCTAaBHOW TMOJIKOB-
HUK T1apy YacOB HaC/IaXAAJICs MTPOXJIaJ0M TEHUCTO! JIUIIOBOM POIIHU, TTOKA JKapa He BCTYIIUIIA B CBOU
paBa.

3aBeplUB CBOW MOLMOH, BupcaBuii JIErOHTOBUY HECIEIIHO MOAXOAWUJ K Teppace MaHCHO-
Hara, KOrJia ero CJIOBHO KMITATKOM ormapwii. Hekast Moionast oco0a ¢ OOJBINON TOPOKHOU CyMKOM
BBIIIOPXHYJIa U3 TAaKCHU U, C TPYAOM HeCs CBOIO Holly, nogomuia k teppace. Horn Bupcasus Jleronro-
BUYA JBUTAJIMCH CaMH 10 ce0e, OH X He YyBCTBOBaJI. Bce ero BHMMaHue COCpeIoTOUMIOCh Ha HOBOM
OT/IBIXAIOIIe — JOBOJIBHO BBICOKOM, CTPOWHON OpPIOHETKE, JIKMHCHI, JIeTKast KO(PTOUKa M OOCOHOKKHU
KOTOPOM TaK JIEJIMKaTHO OYE€PUMBAIN BCE (DOPMBI.

— Ax! — npuumokHyn Bupcasuil JleroHTOBUY M molie0Bal KOHUYMKM najbleB. Cepaue ero
yJarieHHo 3a0MI0Ch, AIXaHUE CTAJIO MPEPHIBUCTHIM, MOT YBJIKHII JIUILIO.

...Kakas neByiika, kakas neBymikal..

OH npubIM3UiICs K HE3HAKOMKE.

— Ilo3BosbTe IOMOYB BaM. fl TYT OTIBIXAIONINIA, — Ca/IKast yIbIOKa 3aurpajia Ha ero mepecox-
mux rydax. OH 0OMM3HYJICS U IPOAOJIKIII, — TIO3BOJIBTE TMPECTaBUTHCS, BupcaBmii JleroHToBHY.

— Kcenust, — He3HaKOMKA 4yTh CMYIIIEHHO YJIBIOHYJTIACh.

JlaBHBIM-JTaBHO, €111e B IIIKOJIbHbIE To/ibl, BUupcaBuii ¢ OJHOKJIACCHUKAMU Iy TIMBO BBICTABIISLIH
J€BYOHKAM OLIEHKH 32 BHEIIHOCTb — OT JBOMKH 0 MATEpKH. Y Tenepb OH, IIIsiis Ha JIEBYIIKY, YXKe
IIPUBBIYHO MOCTaBUJI €1 CBOIO OLIeHKY. M 3Ta olleHKa 0Ka3asiach YeTBEPKOU. .. BO3MOKHO mpuinHOM
TOMY ObLJIa HEKOTOpasi MPUIUPIUBOCTD, N30aJJOBAHHOCTD U IIPECHIIIEHHOCTh Bupcasusi JleroHToBnya
KEHCKOM KpacoToil. Cuntasi ceOsi TOHKMM IIeHUTENIeM B 3TOM 00JIACTH, OH BCETia OTMeYasl HeCOBep-
IIIEHCTBA, C KOTOPHIMU BBIHYKAEH ObLT MUPUTHCS, B ITyOMHE OyIu Medrtas o0 uaeane... [lpaBna,
MIPY 3TOM OH He T0I03PeBaJl, HACKOJBKO JJIeK OT Mpejiesia MeYTaHUI KEHIIH ObLT CaM.

...YeTBepKa... HO KaKasi XOPOILICHbKAS. . .

VY Bupcapus JleroHToBruYa ¢ rogamu BhpaOOTaiach yiIbiOKa ¢ HEOOIBIINM MPHIIYPOM TJIa3,
KOTOpasi, M0 €ro MHEHMIO, JOJUKHA ObUla pacrionarath K HEMy MpeJCTaBUTEIbHUIl HEKHOTO ToJa.
W tenepp 3Ta yapiOKa MacKOHM HalleNMMUIach Ha JIMIIO OTCTABHOTO IMOJKOBHMKA. OHa pacTsiHysa ero
I71a3a, IPEBPATUB UX B JIJIMHHBIE Y3KUE IIEIOUKH.

Kcenun ke yapiOKka HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO TOKa3ajach JOOPOAYIIHOW, HO MPUTOPHO CIIAAKOM
Y HAUT paHHOM, YTO Cpa3y BbI3BAJIO Y Hee HEeMpUsI3Hb. BpOCKB napy nmpHIe X B roJoBy U3BUHEHU,
OHa TMOJIXBATHJIA CYMKY M OBICTPO MOJHSIACh HA BTOPOM 3TaXX B KOMHATY aIMUHUCTPAIHH.

AneBtrHa HukonaeBHa 1o-MaTeprHCKU OOHsIIa IPUEXABIIYIO JEBYIIKY:
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— Kcromenrka, cuactbe Moe! Kak paga teds Bugers! Oi, a Thl IOXy/Iesa U Oyie/iHas KaKkas-To.
1, KaK TOJIBKO ChE3KY B Balll 3ara30BaHHBIN TOPOJI, TAK TIOTOM BeCh JIeHb IOJIOBA KaK YyTryHHAS. .. HY,
Cauch M JaBall paccKa3blBall Kak Ku3Hb. [0 Bellb He BUAENUCh. Thl 3akOHUMIA yueOy?

— 3aKOHYMIIA, HO CJMIIKOM TIO3[HO TOHSUIA, YTO OBITh IOPUCTOM — He Moe Tipu3Banue. [lyina
He JISKUT K 3Tou podeccuu. [Toka ycTponiach poaaBioM-KOHCYJIbTAHTOM B KHHXKHOM MarasuHe.

— A Kak y Te0s Ha JTu9HOM (ppoHTe?

— be3 nepemen, AnetriHa HukonaesHa. [Toxoxke, MOU CyKeHBIH TAe-TO 3a0Tyauics. ..

— Cyactbe Moe, 1a He TpycTH. Thl yke MoObIBaJla 3aMYKeM M HEMHOTO pa3IiisijieNia, KTO TaKkue
MYKUUHBI ¥ C YeM UX eJAT. Thl — BOH KaKasi MUJIAIIKA, eIlle MOBCTPeYaelIbCs CO CBOUM CYKEHBIM.
Mesxay mpouum, Y MeHsI TyT KHIMJKKA OJJHa MHTEepEecHas 3arepsulach Ie-TO... MOroau-Ka, celvac
BCIIOMHIO. .. 4, BOT Ky/Ia 51 ee ToJIokuIa, — AeBTiHa HukonaeBHa 1octaia ¢ BepXHel Moiky mkada
MOTpPETIaHHYI0, TOBOJBHO TOJICTYIO KHHTY B 3€JIeHOM OOJIOKKe, Ha KOTOPOUM KpacoBaach HAMIIUCh:
«7Kenckas sHimkoneausi». [lepenucraB ee U, 0 YeM-TO 3aAyMaBIIUCh, OHA, HAKOHEIl, OThICKaJa
HYKHYIO CTPaHUITy | Tojiajia KHury Kcenum.

— Bor, mounTaii, MOXET, ¥ HAAIEIIb JJIS ce0s 4TO-TO MOJIEZHOE.

— Cnacu6o AneprmHa HukomaeBHa. {1 kak pasmentych, CX0XKy HMCKYyNaTbCsl, a TIOTOM 3ailay
K BaM.

— Hy, KOHeuHO, 3aX0/I1 Ha YallleuKy vasl.

[Mony4uB KJIIOYM OT CBOETO JTIOOUMOTrO HOMepa U, HeCIIeNTHO pa300paB CyMKY, AEBYIIKa TOI0-
IU1a K OKHY U 33/IyMYMBO OCTAHOBUJIA B3IJISI HA IEPIIABBIX CTBOJIAX COCEH, MOICTYMAIOIINX COBCEM
OM3KO K TaHCHOHATY. [IpocTO BHITSHYB U3 OKHA PYKY, MOXKHO ObLJIO TPUKOCHYTHCS K MX KOTIOUAM
BETBSIM, Y [IOYEMY-TO 3TO JISHCTBOBAJIO YCITIOKAMBAIOIIIE.

Kcenus ¢ gercrBa moOuia jiec 1, Opojis Mo ero TPONMHKaM, ¢ OJ1aroroBeHreM OCTaHABJIMBA-
JIach Tiepe/i MOITHBIMU CTapbIMU JIEPEBbSIMU, BUIS B HUX CUMBOJI 3PEJION MYIPOCTH, KOTOPOU el Tak
HE XBaTajo B Xu3HU. VIHOrJa y Hee MOSBISIOCH ONIyIIEHWe, YTO, CTOS PAJOM C HUMH, OHa cama
MyCKaeT TIyOOKO B 3eMJTIO CBOM KOPHHU, MUTAS IyITY W UCIIEIsAs TEJIO.

Ctyk B iBepb NpepBal TU1aBHbIN X0 Mbiciield. Ha nopore nosisuiack 3ocs, ¢ kotopoit Kcenvu
MIPUIILIOCH CTATKMBATHCS BO BPeMs MPOIUIOTOIHETO OTITYCKA.

...ITponwev Jietom 30cs Besa cedst OecliepeMOHHO: BO-TIEPBBIX, OHA Cpa3y MPeJIOKIIIA IIOUTH
MPOTYJIATHCA Ha coceqiHee ¢ JIeCHBIM 03epo, UTO COCTABIISIIO OKOJIO TPeX KUJIOMETPOB myTh. Kcenus
BEXKJIMBO OTKa3aJiach, OJIaropasyMHO pPEIIMB He OOPEMEHATh MPUATHYIO TIPOTYIIKY TaKOW HECTIOKOM-
HoW coOecenHuniell. Ho, Korja oHa yke BBHIXOOWIA M3 MTAHCHOHATa, 30Cs, OYEBUIHO, TOAKApaYJIH-
BaloIIas JEBYIIKY y Teppachl, 3asBUJIa, YTO €e He 3aTPYIHUT COBMECTHBIN noxoa. Kcenuio oreno-
MUJIa TaKast HACTOWYMBOCTh. OHa pa3BepHYJIach 1, COCJIABIIUCH Ha TOJIOBHYIO OO0JTb, BEPHYJIACH B CBOM
HoMep. Ha cremyrorumii IeHb OHa CHOBA TOJTy4YMJIa MPSIMOE TPEIOKEHUE O COBMECTHOM TIPOTYIIKE
1o oKpecTHOCTsIM. Eif HUuero He pUIILIO B TOJIOBY, KaK TOBOJIBHO XOJIOHO OTBETHUTH, UTO OHA CaMma
npeaynpeaut 30Cio O TIaHUpyeMbIx Bosikax. Ho 3ocs He kJajia TacCUBHO MHUIIMATUBHI CO CTOPOHBI
Kcennn, oHa cama HacTOMYMBO Tpejsiaraia cBoe oomecTBo. He ocranack HCKITIOYEHUEM U AyIIeBast
MaHCHOHATa. DTO ObUIa HE MPOCTO AyIIeBast B OOBIYHOM MOHMMAHUK — C KaheTbHBIM TIOJIOM M CTe-
Hamu. [lyiieBast maHCHOHaTa ObUIa YCTpOeHa HArmogooue OaH!: OHA COCTOsIIA U3 HECKOJIbKUX KOMHAT,
OTJICJIAHHBIX JIEPeBOM. 371ech OblIa Jake JaiiHasi KOMHATa ¢ OOJIBIINM, CKOJIOUSHHBIM M3 COCHOBBIX
JOCOK, CTOJIOM M TAKUMM K& AePEBIHHBIMU, HO OYeHb YIOOHBIMU CTYIbsiMH. st Kcennu ocoObiM
YIOBOJILCTBHEM OBLIO MOCHIETH 371eCh TIOCIIE IyIa M, BJIbIXast apOMaT pacrapeHHOro JiepeBa, HeTo-
POIUIMBO HACTAAUTHLCS YAIIEYKON T'YCTOrO TPABSIHOTO Yasi ¢ KYIUICHHBIMU B 3203epCKe MPSTHUKAMH.
U, ectecTBEeHHO, TaKOE BPEMSAIPENPOBOXKACHUE, B IOHUMAHUY JICBYIIIKH, TIOIpa3yMeBaJIo TTpeObIBa-
Hue B ogquHOUYecTBe. Ho y 3ocu ObIIO CBOe MHeHHue Ha 3TOT cuer. [lyieBast uMena JiBe KaOMHKH.
Kcenus oruiatvia yac mocemeHus 1, MOMy4YrB KJIIOUH, yKe COOMpasiach 3aKpbITh BXOJHYIO JIBEPb,
KOTJIa TOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO KTO-TO TSHET IBEPh C OOpPATHOW CTOPOHBI. 30CS PHIBKOM paclaxHyJa
nBeps: «/laBaiiTe BMecTe mpumeM AyIll. YCIblaia, Kak Bbl IOMPOCUIIN KJIIOYM OT AyIIEBON Y AJieB-
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tuHb HukonmaeBHbI. BeICTpO cobpasiack, HacKITy ycrena». «$1 oriaTuiia 4acoBoe MOCeeHre TyIie-
BOU M XOUy MOOBITh OfiHa!» — TOBOJIBHO pe3ko oTeTa Kecenusi. HUCKOMBKO HE CMYyTHBILMCH CTOJb
XOJIOIHBIM «OTBETHBIM TIyIIeM», 30Cs yIUBUIACh: «3aueM ogHa? Ha pBoux mymn Oyner jerienie!»
Kcenus pe3ko nepHysia IBepb U 3aKpblia MIEKOJIY. . .

— O, MBI ONATH COCEAM, a 1 OCTAHOBUJIACH B HOMEpPE INPSIMO 3a CTEHOM OT Bac. Bl TOIBKO
¢ noporu? Xapuina yxacHasi, HO 31iech — Takou paii! O3epo cnacaer. §1 kak pa3 ¢ o3epa. Kynanue
MIPUSATHO OCBEKAET, BOJA YMCTas, BCE IHO KaK Ha j1ajioHu. TyT ceiluac Ha yAMBJIEHUE MAJIO KUJIBIIOB:
BBI, £, J]a €Ille OMH MHTEPECHBIN MyKUMHA. Tak Xo4eTcss MooOmaThCsl, & OH HEPA3rOBOPUYMBBIN, CaM
ceOe Ha yme. A s BIKY 3HakoMoe Jintio. Hy, mymaro, XoTb ¢ Bam# ooO1aemMcsi, a TO CO CKYKH MOKHO
roMepeTh!

Peus 3ocu nunack, kKak HU B 4eM He ObiBasio. Kak Oyaro oHa He MOMHMIIA TPOIUIOTOHUE
Kazychl B oOmenun ¢ Keenneit. Kcenns mogomnuia BIioTHyI0 K 30ce.

— Papa Bac BUIeTh, HO MPOIy MEHsI U3BUHHTH, OOIIATHCS 1 HE XOUy! — C STHMH CJIOBaMHU,
Kcenus 3axsonnyna aseps nepen HocoM 3ocu. HeMHOro ycnokoMBIIMCh, OHA 3aJyMYHMBO IPOBEa
PYKOH 10 cTeHaM, B310XxHyra. Jlyina AeByIIKY OblIa MepernoHeHa TeIUIbIMU YyBCTBAMH OT BCTPEUH
C MOOUMBIM HOMEPOM.

O06nauuBIIUCH B JIETKYIO MaidKy U IOPTHI, TPUXBATUB IUISKHYIO CYMKY, OHA BBIIIUIA B KOPUIIOP,
I7ie HaTOJIKHYyJach Ha BupcaBus JlerontoBuya. YTo Kacaercsi MOCIETHEro, TO PO Hero HeJlb3sl ObUIO
CKa3aTb, YTO OH CTONKHYJICA ¢ Kcenuent ciyvaiino. Benen 3a npuexasiieid JEBYIIKON OH MOAHSIICS
B CBOW HOMEp, BTATMBAsi HOCOM €Ji€ YJIOBUMBIN apOMaT €€ J1yXOB. ..

Korna xJonHyna qBepps coceiHEro Homepa, 1 MocblIalIcs 3BYK 3aKphIBAEMOro 3aMka, Bupca-
Buii JIeroHTOBUY, IBUKUMBIN KaKOR-TO HE3EMHOM CHJION, OKa3aJicsl B Kopuaope. [1pu Buae Bbiea-
el emy HaBcTpeuy KceHuw, cepilie OTCTaBHOTO MOJKOBHUKA CAENAN0 PE3KUH TOMTYOK M CTPEMHU-
TeJIbHO 3a0MJI0Ch, AbIXaHUEe He 3aMEJIHIIO TIOBTOPHUTH CEplIeUHbIe KYIbOUTHI.

— PazpemmmTe npuriacuTh Bac Ha IPOT'YJIKY, — HAYaJI OH C MIEPBBIX MPHUIIIEAIINX B FOJIOBY (ppas. —
[Noropma-To, morozia Kakasi BeJMKosenHast! A To Bce JOKAM J1a TOXKIH, TIPOCTO CHIT HET. . .

Kcenus He Obla rOTOBA K TAKOMY HEOXKUJAHHOMY ITOBOPOTY COOBITHIA. B rooBy camu codoit
MIPUIILTHA CTIACUTENbHBIE (Ppasbl:

— A... ... I3BMHUTE, HO 5 IPEIIOUUTAIO MOOBITh B OAMHOYECTBE. S mpuexasa cioaa, YToosl. . .
MOOBITh OTHOM. . .

Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBUY 3aCThLT B HEPELIMTEIBHOCTA M HE HAIIEeNCs, YTO OBICTPO OTBETHTH,
a Kcenus yxe cryckanach Mo CTyrleHbKaM JIECTHHIIBI HA Teppacy.

...Crpannsiii Tvr. [71a3a BHITyUeHBI U B3IJISI]T KAKOK-TO HEeHOpMaJbHBIN. EMy Obl posb rpada
Jpakyibl Urpathb, (bUJIbM, HECOMHEHHO, UMeN Obl ycrex ..

Beiiing u3 nancuonara, Kcenust okasasnace non nansium consueMm. OHa He pasjensiia SHTY-
3uazma Bupcasus JleronToBuua mo nmoomy noroasl. Eif mo pye npuiesncst Obl TEIUIBIA 0OTauHbIi
JeHb C BETEPKOM, HE’KHO OBEBAIOIIIUM JIMIIO, HO B TaKYIO kapy, KOr/a Aaxe ABIIIATh TSKEJIO U COTHIIE
HEIL[a/IHO MaJIUT, BCE CUJIbI OpraHu3Ma MajaioT J10 HyJs.

Omna nocriemmia yriayOuThesl B JieC, M IPUBBIYHAS TEHUCTas! TPOMMHKA MPHUBEJA €€ K 03epy.
Brictpo pazneBmvics, Keennst morpysusace B Boay. Hera HanosmHuIa Bce KJIETOUKY Tesa, U IPUsITHAS
CBEKECTb OKYyTaJla C roJIOBHI 10 HOT. [lepeBepHyBIINCH Ha CIIMHY, AEBYIIKA 3aKpblia M1a3a. Kazanocs,
TEYEHUE BPEMEHH 3aMe JTIIIOCh, U Oe3MOJIBHAS HEBBIPa3UMasl TUIIIMHA OITyCTUIIACh HaJl MUpOM. Jler-
KM TUIECK BOJIH y Oepera MpUsTHO yOalokuBal. [IpIxaHue BBHIPOBHSUIOCH, U BCE OIIYIIEHUS MUpPa
pacrasuii Kak Bo cHe. M ToJbKO JIerkoe nokauynBaHue Tejla Ha BOJTHAX OCTaBaJIOCh TOWM TOHKOM HUTOY-
KO, Onarofapsi kotopoii Kcenus ere oco3HaBasia CBOIO IPHHA/IIEKHOCTD K peabHOCTH. OHa peiko
UCIIBITHIBAJIA TIONOOHBIE OLTyIeHUs1. Bl XOTenoch JiekaTh TaK Yacamu. . .

Henp3s 6b10 cka3ath, urto BupcaBuii JIErOHTOBMY HMCHIBITHIBAT HEUTO MOAOOHOE, HAXOAACH
B 9T MHUHYTHI Ha CKaMeeuke Teppachl. [lJisi HEro ocTaBajloch 3araJKou ejaHue JEeBYIIKH MPOBe-
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CTH OTIBIX B onuHOUYecTBe. MM 3T0 ero HeymauyHoe MOsIBJICHUE Ha CLIEHE BBI3BAJIO TAKYI0 OTBETHYIO
periky? Kro 3HaeT? OH /10 CHX TIOP OIIYIIAJl apoMaT ee IyXOB, U B €ro B30OYIOpaKeHHOM, pacTpe-
BOKEHHOM CEP/ILIE JKHJIO TOJIBKO OIHO YYBCTBO — CHIOMUHYTHASI TOCKA I10 HEIOCTYITHOM yKe eMy Iope
Monofocti. OH MOJCO3HATENbHO YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO B 9TOW JEBYIIKE OblIa KaKasi-TO HEMOPOYHOCTb,
yrcToTa. Y HeKuii O3TUYECKUI BOCTOPT OXBAaTWJI €r0 JyIly. ..

I'me-To coBcem Onu3KO MocbINANMUCh miarn. OTKPHIB 11a3a, Bupcapuii JIErOHTOBUY yBUJIEI
30c10, CIIYCKAIOIIyI0Cs HAa TEPPAcy UIPUBOM MOXOAKOM.

— 4 noiiny ¢ Bamu. Crpliana, Kak Bbl IPUIJIAIIAIMA 3Ty HOBeHbKY0. [IoMHIO ee ¢ mpoiioro
rofa. YkacHo HeBocTIMTaHHas1 AeBuIla. CKOJIbKO pa3 npejyiarasa e CXoauTh BMECTE B Jiec 3a rpudamu
WM B 3203€PCK MPOTYJIATHCS, TaK OHA BCE OTHEKMBAJIACh, a MOJI KOHEll, TaK BOOOIIe IpyOUTh cTasa.

— Iocnymaiite, 3ocs, a B «Kadauke 13 cTybpeB» BB CIy9aiiHO He ObIBaIN? — cyiabast UpOHUS
MpOMeNbKHYJIa B I71a3ax Bupcasus JlerontoBuya.

— Hert. MeHs npurianaiim, HO s 0TKa3aj1ach! — OHa KOKETIMBO Hatyna ryoku. — Ho, BbI — ipyroe
aeno. §l Mory paccMOTpeTh 3TO MpesIoKeHHe.

Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBAY TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BOJIHA pa3ApakeHus] HaKpbiBaeT ero. OH HE CMOT
ee MOJIaBUTh U B3OPBAJICS:

— He crpoiite nmmo3nii, sxenmmHa! S Ob1 mpuriacun manu 3ocio, a He Bac! [TomHuTe crapoe
coBeTcKkoe TesieBuieHrne? Mbl jke ¢ BaMU — CBepCTHUKU !

— MHe TONBKO clierka 3a TpUALaTh, — 30Cs KeMaHHO TOBeJIa MJIe4aMy U BOAPY3UIIa Ha MECTO
BEYHO yOeraolnye Ha Kpail Hoca OUKH.

Bupcasuii JleroHToBMY OIIyIai, Kak HEMPUs3Hb K 9TON Jame MPOIoKaeT HapacTaTh. Emy
3aXO0TeJIOCh ellie OOJIbIe HArPYOUTD €.

— Ckazarb no-mpanje, s Obl Jaj BaM BCe MATHAECAT!

OH pe3ko MoHsUICA U 3ammarai mpoyb. OT HeOKUIAHHON OOMIBI Ha Ta3ax 30CH BHICTYIHIIH
CJIE3BI.

... YBBI, IOXOXke, OMsATh He Be3eT. Kak kajb, Kakol MOAXOAsIIrid BapuaHT!..

I'my6oko B310XHYB, 30Cs oOpea 1o JIECHOW TPOIUHKE.

...Ho, emme, kak ropoputcs, He Beuep. OTIyCK TOJBKO B caMoM HavaJse. [J1siuiib, OH 1 n3Me-
HUT CBOE OTHoIeHue. [lonoxaem. ..

W ona nomia 60ApbIM yBEPEHHBIM IIATOM.

Cropox IlerpoBuu mponomkain npurisabiBatbest K Bupcasuio Jleronrosuuy. Ero npenuys-
CTBHE MMOJICKA3BIBAJIO, YTO C STUM MTAHCHOHEPOM MOKHO CKPACHTh MOHOTOHHOCTB Oy/iHel. Bbut Beuep,
korza IlerpoBuy U3 cBoero BaroHuMka 3ametus1 Bupcasus JlerontoBrua no-/1e1o0BoMy 1araroero
K CIIeIIMaJIbHO BbIJEJEHHOW MaHrajibHOU 30He. MHTynims IlerpoBuya 130 Bcex CHII CMTHaWiIa —
TOpUT 3€JIEHbI CBeT!

— Tsl rae, Bacbka, uay KO MHE, § T€ My30 NOYyXalo. . .

Bacbka moHsi1, 4To y X035IMHA XOpOIliee HACTPOSHHE W He 3aCTaBII ceOsl yIpaIiiBarh.

BeIrpy3uB yBecHUCTHII MEIIOK C YIJIEM M KAacTPIOJIO C 3aMapUHOBAHHBIM MsIcOM, Bupcasuii
JleronToBrY ymoOHO pa3MecTWwiICcs 3a cTonukoM. Ele nake He HauMHaNIO cMepkatbesi, u Ilerpo-
BUY BHUMATEJIbHO IIPOCJIEKUBAJT BCE PUTOTOBJIEHUSI OTCTABHOIO MOJIKOBHUKA, BHICTABUB CKYJIACTOE
LIETUHHUCTOE JIMLIO B MOJYOTKPBITOE OKHO BarOHYMKA.

— VX, Tbl, HIETYJUBbIHA KOT. ..

VYernpimag 311 ciioBa, Bacbka 3axmypuiics, 3arnepedupart JanaMy 1 TPOMKO 3aypyall.

[NeTpoBuy onsiTh OPOCKIT B3MJIsI B CTOPOHY MaHTTbHOM 30HBI. JIETKUI ABIMOK ClIeTKa MasIuI
cpenu coceH. [Topa ObUIO UITH HA TIOAMOTY.

— Hy, Bacwmuii, aiina momoxem, aBock ¥ Hac PouHa He 3a0yner!

C 0coObIM TpPUATHBIM MPEABKYIIEHUEM U COOTBETCTBYIOIIMM CIIy4Yal0 SMOIMOHATIBHBIM
HacTtpoeMm Bupcaguii JIeroHTOBUY MpUCTyNal K PacTONKe JPOB B MAHIaJe.
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CHayasna OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ KaK KTO-TO HEOOJBILON M MATKUA TPETCS O €ro HOTM — TO ObLIH
TNepBble MPU3HAKY HA/IBUTAIOIIETOCs Ha MaHrayibHy1o 30Hy [lerpoBrya. Bupcasuii JlerontoBuy gaxe
HE yTpyXJa cedst TOBOPOTOM T'OJIOBBI.

— Iaii, nymaio, 3aBepHY Ha OTOHEK, JIbIK a BAPYT IMNHieH! — mpoOypyas Xpuruiblii roioc [ler-
poBHua 3a ero criuHoi. — Hy, ve To1? Illensl Hago OoJble KIacTh, MIETb, a TO TaK JOJITO He PacKo-
yerapuiiib. BoH TyTa y MeHs1 B 3allalllHUKe €CThb IIeNa-T0, OHO MUTOM 3aliMeTCs.

W TlerpoBudy mo-enoBoMy KyAa-TO OTIpaBuiicsi. BepHysncsi, mogOpocwui 1mensl. Bupcauii
JleroHTOBMY pacnopos MEUIOK C YIJIEM M YaCTUYHO BBICBHIIIAJ €r0 COIepKUMOe B MaHrall. [leTpoBuy
AKTUBHO MPUHUMAJT YYaCTHe, Pa3MeIInBall YT, 0OMaxyUBal UX Ta3eTKOW, pa3ayBas Iiamsl.

Y xoporo B3sck, U BupcaBuii JIeroHTOBUY NPUCTYNUI K KOJJIOBCTBY C IIaMITypPaMHU.
[NeTpoBuY OrIAABIBAT OKPECTHOCTH B TIOMCKAX TOPSIYMTEILHOTO HAIMTKA, HO Oe3pe3yJIbTaTHO.

— A TBI IO KaKoW yacTu OyaeIib?

— Ceityac — neHcuoHep. SI — oTCTaBHOW BOEHHBIH, MMOJKOBHUK B OTCTABKE.

— V-y-y, a Kako¥ poJ| BOWCK-TO ObUT?

— 4 — mo noxapHoi yactu. PykoBoaui1 oTaenom no nprueMy BbI30BOB, OTIIPABKOM U KOOPIU-
Hauuen paboThl MOKAPHBIX KOMaH].

— D-3, OBIK 5 3HAI0 TaKUX KakK Thl. Y MUHS OpaT Toke ObLT B MokapHbIX. OH Bce Ha Hamien
KaJlaH4e CHJIeNI, KaK IJe 3arOpUT, TaK OH OpaJl, Mo0 eXaiu TyIwin. .. Tel moau Tak xe? [oxapsl-
TO XOTb TYLIMJI?

— Her, ne noBesock.

Pabora kunena. [lerpoBrd ymMesio pyKoOBOIWJI ASCTBUSIMUA OTCTAaBHOTO TIOJIKOBHUKA TIO TOXKap-
HoU yacTu. [lepBble MIANUIBIKK 3apYMSIHWINCh U PACTOYAIM MAHSAIIMNA apoMar.

— Cnymaii, — [TetpoBud noBepUTEIHHO TOfOIIeT oommke Kk Bupcasuto JleronToBudy, rnoka-
3bIBasi Ha ropJio. — JlaBail HEMHOI'O 3aTYLLIUM. ..

— Heinbzs. Cyxoil 3aK0H.

— HavanbHuiia He y3HaeT, OHU Ce/IHSI C 9TOM, B OUKaXx, KaK ee. ..

— 3oceit, — noackazan Bupcasuii JlerontoBuy.

— Hy u ums xe... Hy c 3T0i1 30ceit — B ropone. HukonaBHa coOpanach yko U K BOPOTaM TOKO
TMIOJIXO/IUTh, A T4, B OUKAX, KAK BBUICTUT TyJel: «AneBTiHa HukonaeBHa, a BBl Kyga? A MOXKHO
c Bamu?» Hy, 6aba-npunmnana, uyto0 ee... Biky HukonaBna He paja, a KyIpix ee. ..

[lerpoBry cIUTIOHYJI, MaXHYJI PYKOW Y IIPOAOJIKIIL.

— HepnaBHo ykatuiam Ha MapiipyTke. A oOparHasi MapiipyTKa MIIIIO He CKopo... Tak recHu
YYTOK B CTAKAHOK, — M OH JJOCTAJI PUIACEHHBIN /17151 IOAXOJSAIETO CIyyvasi IJIaCTMACCOBBIN CTaKaH-
yrK. — He oOukaii crapyka, y MeHsI HET PaIOCTH B )KU3HH.

Bupcasuii JleroHTOBUY IOCMOTpEII B jkaslOCT/IMBbIE IM1a3a [lerpoBruya, Moya JocTan u3 rnakera
OyTBUIKY ¥ CBOW OTHOPA30BbI/ CTaKaH.

— BoT 310 f1€710. DT THI XOPOILO JEJI0 NOCTaBUIL, @ TO MII Thl, IO CYXOMY-TO HUKAK HE TMOMJET.
Hy, ue, naBaii 3a CoBeTCKy10 BJIacTh, ue Ju?

Heno nomuto Becesee, MANUIBIKA TUXOHBKO 1munean. Hoc y [leTpoBrya NoTUXOHBKY KpacHelI.
Cam e OH CyeTJIMBO JIeJINJI CBOE BHUMAHUE ME:XAY CTAKAHOM KOHbSIKA Y IIMUITAIIMMU HIAIUIBIYHBIMU
mamiypamu. Bipixas oHO#M rpy/apio IbIM MaHTala, OH OTXJIeObIBAN IJIOTOK-IPYTOi KOHbSIKA U YJTbI-
OaJics1, BpIpakasi CBOe YIOBJIETBOPEHHE KU3HBIO.

— Bort, CoBetckasi BiacTb Oblia, TOBOPSIT, IJI0X4, KyAbDK €€ MaTh, a Beb KHJIH JIIOIU-TO JIyYlIle.
Sl BOT MaJIorpaMOTHBI — Y MEHsI BCEr'0 BOCEMb KJIACCOB, HO Th MHE 00BsICHH, ITpu COBETCKO BIIACTH
BKJTIOUHMIIIb TEJIEBU30P — TaM BCE YMHHO, TOIOT, TOBOPSIT KPACHBO, TOCMOTPETh ObLIO PUSTHO, a I11AC
OBIBAJIO TEJIEK y CECTPYXH IISTHEIIIb, MOI0T, KaK BU3XKAT, MOpIOOOH OIMH, Ja cekc 3ToT. [louemy mac
JETUILEK MaJlo HapoxaaeTcs? Bee nuinyT, pok1aeMOCTb NOIHATH HAJ0, a Y€ Thl NOJAHMUMEILIb, KOJIU
paHbliie MyXXUKU 020 B ryObl IIEJIOBAJIN U Ky/1a CJIEyeT MeTyXa IMUXaJly, a [1ac — BCE C HOT Ha TOJIOBY. . .
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Jla W10 BCSIKME TaM pe3epBaTUBBI, Th(Py, a OOJISTUEK BCAKMX TOJIBKO Oosnbiie crano! Paxbie HUYe
3TOro He OBLIO, 30POBEe BCE KUIIH. ..

OH HEMHOr0 NoOMoJT4YaJl, 3aKypUJI U TPOJOIIKIIL:

— A pekiamsl 31d. .. OHHM JIIOfIed 32 UIUOTOB TIOYMTAOT, Ye Ji? Kak 3yObl YMCTUTh, CTUPATD,
TOTOBUTb — BCEMY YUYT, CIIaCKOO, XOTh Cp... HE y4aT, MaTh HX... 5l HAMEIHUCH B TOPOJ €3/W, HY
TaK 10 HAJOOHOCTH, TaM Ha JIOMax CJIOBa-TO PycCKaro He Haielb, Bce TapadapIHa Ha HEPYCCKOM,
X Ma...

Ha stom mecte B monosor IlerpoBrua BKJIMHMIMCH YTPOOHBIE, MPOTSIKHBIE 3aBBIBAHUS KOTA
Bacunus.

— OH He orcTaHer, menbMa Takoil. Hy ue, yuysi, yaysut, — u [leTpoBruy BasibsikHO, IO-X03MCKA
MOTpernai KoTa 3a 3arpuBoK. — JlaTh eMy HaJo KycoK, a TO oparhb Oy[eT, MOYH HeT.

B pesynbrare nosjoBrHa manuibika ObuUia MpernogHeceHa B 1ap Koty Bacummio.

VY noaseinuBiiero IlerpoBrua Ha JiMiie MOSBUIOCH BbIPAXKEHUE TOPKECTBEHHOI'O OCO3HAHMS
COOCTBEHHOU 3HAYMMOCTH, B TJIa3aX 3aUrpajid UCKpPbl Oe300HHOTrO TiryOokombicaus. Ero rpyms pac-
MIUPAJIO KeJIAHUE PACKPHITh BHOBb MPHOBIBILIEMY MTAHCHOHEPY MPaBJLy KU3HHU.

— Kynpok unem-To, KTO-TO XOTh MOXET cKa3arh, HeT? [lonuTuku, Ou3HeCMeHbl, pOXH — BO! —
[eTpoBHY MIMPOKO pa3Ben pyKH, — A... TO OIUH CBOPOBAJI, TO Apyrou — coexan! 1, moMmHio, 1aBHO
ynTa)l KHWKKY 1po Ilerpa I, oIk oH 3Haun, ye aenai, Ben Paccero Kynpl Halo, a MPOBOPOBAJICS, JbIK
Oarika c ried, Bo opsi/Iok B ctpaHe Obi1! Bosipeit cek, 6oponw cpydan Tonopom! Tak ero Bes Paccest
yBaxaJa, OT My)KHYKa TIOCJEHEro 0 00sipeil BHICOKHX.

Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBHMY yike He Bce TOHUMAJT U3 TOTO, YTO €My HABSI3UMBO MBITAICS OObSICHUTD
IlerpoBuu.

— 51 Toraa B ropone-To Uy, CMOTPIO — HA/IITUCh HEHAILEHCKAs, HY. .. s CIPAIIMBAI0 Y MOJIOIOTO
MapHs, Ye 3T0, Ha Ye OH MHE 3HAlllb Ye CKa3al: «DT0 — aHIIMIKUK 6ab». 51 ero onste: «Ye, roBopio,
Tam 620 mpaor? Ye, HalMX He XBaTar, TaK aHTJIUIIKKMX MTPUBO3IOT?», HAa Ye OH MHe: «/[la 310 — aHrTHUII-
Kuii mad, Tyta 6ad HeMa, TyTa MUBKa Aal0T». Y100 nM. ..

[lerpoBry norpy3usics B PUIIAI0K CMeXa, KOTOPBII MIOCTENIEHHO NEPEILesT B XPUIIbI OT YAYIIIbSI.
Bupcasuii JleronToBrY NOXJI0MaJ1 €ro Mo CIuHE.

—Jla, He. .. s He MOABWIICS, — OTOPBIKUBAJICS OT Hero [leTpoBuy. — T 51 cMEXOM 3aXJ1eObIBAIOCH,
KOI/Ia BHINBIO, MHE pXkaTh Hesb3s. Chylai, 1aBail ye rpyCTHOE CKaxH, a? A TO s1 HE MOT'Y IepecTaThb
pXathb. ..

Bupcasuil JIeroHTOBUY He Ha LIYTKY MUCIYTajcs MpUINaAKa yIylibsl Y MOXKWIOIO YeJOBeKa.
OH noHMMaJI, YeM 3TO MOKET 3aKOHUYMThCs. HeoOxomumo ObLIo 3aBepiiaTh MEPONpUsATHE, K YeMy
OTCTaBHOM MOJIKOBHUK U HE3aMEJIMTEIbHO MTPUCTYIIN:

— Tak, Bce, [lerpoBuy. Thl XOTEN O TPYCTHOM, TaK BOT — Kade 3aKpbIBAETCS, U MOCETUTEIIEN
MIPOCSAT MOKAJIOBATh HA BBIXOI.

— He-e, Tak Mbl HEe IOTOBAPUBAINUCH. DT — HE MO HAILIEHCKU, HE TIO-MYKCKH. . .

Ho Bupcaguii JleroHTOBHY Cymes IPOsIBUTh HACTOMYMBOCTD, B pe3ysibTaTe KoTopoil [leTposuy,
OJJapEHHBIN TOPSYMM IIAILIBIKOM, BEPHYJICSI HA CBOM MOCT, @ OTCTAaBHOM MOJIKOBHUK MOHSLICS B CBOM
HoMmep. OH 3Hau, uto KceHnus oTcyTCTBYeT M pelnil NofokJaTh ee Ha Teppace. CMEHUB MPOIaXIIyo
JBIMOM OJIeXk Ty Ha CBeXylo, Bupcapuii JIeroHTOBUY OOMIIBHO OPOCHJICS JIOPOTOH TyaJeTHON BOJIOM,
TIIATEIbHO pacyecasl CBOU PEAKUE BOJIOCH M CITYCTHIICS Ha Teppacy.

Beuep 1ackoBbIMM 00BATHAMYU HE3aMETHO OKYThIBaJ Jiec. OT 03epa MOBEsuIo MPOXJIaoi, Kapa
CTaJla TIOTUXOHBKY OTCTyNarh. Ky3Heunky HarepeOoi oriaimany OKPeCTHOCTH MepesIuBUATON CTpe-
KOTHEH.

Kcenus, oTbIcKaB cBOE IIOOMMOE MECTO, YIOOHO PacHoIOKHIIIACh C KHATOM B pyKax. Bo3MoxHO,
MHOTUM TaKOH OT/IBIX MOKAa3aJCsi Obl CKYYHBIM U OHOOOPa3HbIM, HO TOJIBKO HE €l — IMEHHO TaK OHa
MIPUBOJIMJIA B TOPSIIOK CBOU MBIC/IM M YyBCTBA, BO3BPAIIAsCh K caMoi ceoe. . .
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OcnenuTeNbHBINA JUCK 3aXOISAIIEr0 COMHIA BBITUIBLT U3-32 KPOMKHU 00JIaKa, TaK 4TO JAEBYIIKE
MPUIILIOCH 3aKMYPHUThCs. OCBEXAIONNI BETEPOK MOAYJI CO CTOPOHBI 03€pa, COMPOBOXKIAEMbIN JieT-
KHM II1eJIECTOM B BeTBsIX coceH. Hast rosioBoit HeOo OrnieiHerno, a B CTOpPOHE 3aKaTta, Hajl KPOMKOH Jieca
y IPOTUBOIIONOKHOTO Oepera, MOoNbIXalIo sIPKUMH, OPAHKEBO-30JI0TUCTHIMU ToHaMu. COJHIIE CHOBA
CIIPATAJIOCH 32 00J1aKO0, BHICBEUMBast Kpai JIalekKuX 00JIaKoB, IO CBOe (popMe HAIOMUHAIOIINUX TOp-
HBIE BEPIIMHBI, IOKPHITHIE CHETOM.

Kcenus HEOTppIBHO cMOTpesia Ha TPaHAMO3HYIO MTAHOpaMy, Pa3BOPAYMBAIOLLYIOCS Tepel ee
B30poM. [leii3axk nocTeneHHo MEHsUI CBOM OTTEHKH, U OHA €/1Ba OCO3HaBasa, YTo Nepesl €e B30poM
CMEHMJIOCh HECKOJTBKO BEJIMUECTBEHHBIX KaPTUH NMPUpPOoIbl. Kpacku HeOa HEYTOBUMO MEHSITHCH — BOT
OHU SIPKO-OpaHXkeBbIe, a TENepb YKe MATKO (PUOJIETOBBIE. Y JEBYIIKH MOSBUIOCH OIYIIEHHE, OyATO
OHA HaXOAUTCS B BOJIIIEOHOM MPUPOJHOM YEPTOre M CMOTPHUT HA OTPOMHBIN MUP CKBO3b Pa3HOLIBET-
HBIE JINH3bl. YAMBUTEJILHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE HAIOIHSIIO YCTAaBIIYIO 3a rof Ayiry. CUTy3Thl JaJIeKuX rop,
OKyTaHHBIE TOyOOM JIBIMKOM, Ka3aJoCh, MAapWIM Haj JIeCOM Ha MPOTHBOMOJIOKHOM Oepery o3epa.
Bort yxe mo3aau octanuch MIHOBEHUs 3aKaTa, M COJTHEYHBIM TUCK MOTOHYJ B JIAJIEKUX CHUHEIOLIUX
ropax... ['71a3a feByIiku ObUIA 3aKPBITHI, B €€ JyIlle MOSIBUIACh THXasl pafoCTh, CIIOBHO OOJIBIION
CYETHBI}, YeJIOBEUECKHIA MUP OCTaBHJI €€ HaeIuHe ¢ OJIaXKeHHBIM MUPOM MPHUPOJIBI K KOCMOCA. . .

Hemnoro 0316HyB, Kcenusi HeTOpOIIMBO Monuia K MaHCHOHATy. JleTyuue MBI C MUCKOM
HOCWJIMCh MEXIY JIEPEBbSIMH, 3aCTaBJIsAs IEBYIIKY HEBOJILHO 3aMHMpaTh OT cTpaxa. B mpoiuiom rogy
OJIHA MBIIIIb, HEU3BECTHO MOYEMY ITyTELIECTBYIOIIAs 10 3eMJIe, HaJleTesla Ha HOTY AEBYIIKU. B TeM-
HOTE TepPEeNnoHYaTO-CKIN3CKOE CYIIECTBO Tak Hamyrajao KceHuio, 4to BO3MOKHOCTh HOBOM BCTpeur
BbI3BIBAJIA Y Hee MHCTUHKTUBHBIN ykac. OHa ObICTpO Modesxaa K Teppace MmaHCHoHaTa.

Bupcasuii JlerontoBuy, yBueB nmogoexaninyio kK Hemy Kcennio, MrHOBeHHO mipoTpe3seit. Kyna
yluia pacciaadiaeHHocTh U Hera? Cepaiie 3aMeprio B rpyau, AbixaHue comnock. [lpenarenbcku nmom-
CTYIWIN poOOCTh U HEYBEPEHHOCTh. Ha X0My MMIpoBU3UpYsl, OH HE Y3HAaBaJI CBOETO Ioyoca:

— Kak xoporo, He npaBaa mu? Kak noxubaere, Bame Ogunouectso? He yaenure MUHYTKY
crapomy xonoctsky? [Ipoty npucects, 31ech ¢ Teppachl OTKPBIBAETCS yAUBUTEIbHBIN BUL.

Kcenus He cmorna orkaszaTbcsl M, HEXOTs, NMPUCOEAMHWIACh K Hemy. biamzocts Momonmoi
JEBYIIKU BbI3bIBAJIa Takoe BOJIHEHME y BupcaBus JleroHtoBHya, 4To HUTH Pa3roBOpa Bce BpeMs
TIBITAJIACH BBICKOJIL3HYTh U3 €0 PYK.

— 4l 3nech BepBbIE M MHE HE XBATAET. .. SM-M. .. MHTEPECHON COOECEeTHUIIBI, — OH OPOCHII UT'pU-
BBl B3I/ B cTOpoHY Keenuu.

— Bri erie He 3HakoMBI ¢ 3oceii? S mymato Jydinei coOeceHUIBI BaM 3/1eCh He HAMTH.

— Wmen ynoBosbcTBHE ObITh 3HAKOMBIM. BepHee, MEHsI HACUJIbHO BOBJIEKJIM B 3HAKOMCTBO,
KOTOPOTO 5 HE JKeJaJl.

OH MHOTO3HAUMTEJBHBIM JIOJTUM B3IISI0M NocMoTpen Ha Kcenuio, 3atem, OTKalUISBILIUCS,
PELIWICS CIIPOCUTB:

— A Bbl, Kcenus, Bcera otapixaeTe B OIUMHOYECTBE?

— Ila, BbI 3HaeTe, MOs1 paboTa CBsI3aHa C JIIOABMM, U 32 TOJ sl OUYeHb YCTaI0 OT OOLIECHHUS.

— IIpoctute, a rae Bbl paboTaete?

— B KHIXHOM MarasuHe, IpoAaBLIOM-KOHCYJIbTAHTOM.

— O-0, — IPOTsIHYJ1 OTCTAaBHOM MOJIKOBHUK. — XOPOLIO 3BYYHUT.

OH HeMHOro nomosyall.

— Ho, Kciomenbka. .. — BHOBb 3aropopui Bupcasuii JleroHToBUY BKpaguuBbiM rojiocom. Kee-
HUSI METHYJIa Ha HETO OBICTPBIN BOITPOCHUTENILHBINA B3TJISA.

— OomieHue OOIIEHUI0 — PO3Hb, — MIPOIOIIKAN OH. — 1 BUIKY, BB — UHTEpECHAsI JIEBYIIIKA H,
00MIasiCh, Mbl MOIJIM OBl B3aUMHO 0OOTaTUTh JIPYT OpPyTa. ..

B mazax Kcenun oOpa3 Bupcapus JleroHTOBHYa MepeKpHIBAIICS JIECOM M TPOJICTAIOIIMMU
JeTydrMu MblinaMu. OHa cTapanach He TOJJIep)KUBATh Pa3rOBOP, YTOOBI HE pa3BsA3aTh OKOHYATEIBHO
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SI3BIK cBOETo codeceqHuka. Eit 3axorenock yitu. Bupcapuii JIeroHTOBUY OUYBCTBOBAJI HACTPOCHHUE
JEeBYIIKU U OBICTPO 3arOBOPILT:

— Bl 3Haete, s coBceM HEJaBHO y3HAJI 00 OTHOM MHTEPECHOM U HEMAJIOBaXXHOM OOCTOSITEIb-
CTBE...

OH czenan MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHYIO May3y, 3aTeM MPOIOJIKHUIL:

— M3yyas cBoe reHeasoruyeckoe JIpeBo, sl y3HaJ, 4TO SIBJSIOCH OTIIPHICKOM MOTOMCTBEHHBIX
PYCCKHMX KHSI3EH.

[ocnenuss perumka Bupcasus Jlerontouua ynueuia Keenuto. Ona 6pocriia Ha HEro Heojl-
HO3HAYHBIN B3MJIsA]], KOTOPBII TOBOPHII, UYTO KHSKECKOTO B €ro OOJIMKE PAKTHYECKU HUYETro He OCTa-
JIOCb.

— Her, ner, nocnymaiite! §1 pefictButensHO KHs3b. He yibiOaiiTech MPOHUYHO, 51 BUXKY, YTO
BBI3BIBAIO TOJIBKO YJIBIOKY Ha Baiem Jinie. 1 otrnpasui 3anpoc B ['epanbaudeckyio nasary, U BbisiC-
HWJIOCh, UYTO MOH JajieKuid mpenok npuOb1 B Poccuio ¢ apmueit Haroneona. Ero 3Bamu Jleronr.
He 3Hato, uem on ommmunics y Hanoneona, Ho B Poccumn emy npuiiioch oueHb Tyro. OH poOHUKCS
yOekJIeHMeM B 3aXBaTHUYECKOM XapaKTepe BOWHBI CO CTOPOHbI PpaHIMuU U Tieperies Ha CTOPOHY
Kyry3oga. [Ipuuem He npocTo nepertien, a crajl, Kak Tenepb FoBOpsT, pa3BeAunkoM. OH coCTOslI Tpy
mrade mMapiana Hes, ecim BaM 310 UMSs 4TO-JIMOO0 TOBOPUT. . .

— Ouenp MHoOTOE roBopuT! — cha3BuiIa Kcenus.

— 41 noHumalo Baily MPOHMIO, BaM 3TO BCE, MSTKO T'OBOPSI, HE OYE€Hb UHTEPECHO, HO IPOILY
nociymarbk. Tak BOT, MOM NpeIoK MepenaBain WH(pOpMaIMIo yepe3 cBs3HMKa B mrTad KyTty3oBa.
[oka... moka oH He ObUT PACKPHIT. BT CKOPBIA TIOJICBOM CYJI, CKOPBIA IPUTOBOP, BIIOJHE 3aKOHO-
MEPHBI} B IyXe BOEHHOTO BpEMEHH — paccTpell. [IpuroBop TyT e MpUBEIN B UCTIOJHEHUE.

TaroctHoe MOTYaHUE MOBUCIIO B Bo3ayxe. Kcenus nogoxaana, oToM Cripocuia:

— U 4ro, o moru6?

— Her, — Bupcasuii JlerontoBuu paspasuicss rpoMKUM cMexoM. — OH BeiKWJI. [IBe mynu
3aCTpsUIM B €ro O(PpUIIEPCKUX 3HaKax OTIMuUus1. HOUbio OH OUHYJICS ¥ CyMel JOTION3TH JI0 ONvKanIeit
JepeBHH, Tjie ero nogodpaia go0pocepaedHas KPecThsiHKa, BHIXOAWIA, HY @ OH... OH, KaK MCTUH-
HBIA (ppaHIly3, UMeJl HEOCTOPOXKHYIO CBSI3b C €€ MUJIOBUIHOW JOYKOM, OT KOTOPOW M TOIIEN Halll
poa. Mmneparop Asekcanap I omapuit ero qBOpSIHCKMM TUTYJIOM, COOTBETCTBYIOIIUM KHSIKECKOMY
0 TOTJAIIHEeH JABOPSHCKOW nepapxuu. Tak Obl U JKWJIM MOM MPEAKH, TIOXKUBATA B CBOEM UMEHUH,
ecy Obl He PeBOIIOLIMSI CeMHAIIaToro rofga. Bee cmena, Bece nepeBepHyaa. OT OOJBIIOro KHSKECKOTO
pozna Tenepp OcTajics TONBKO 4. .. [IbTaloch €ro BO3poanTb.

Bupcasuii JleronToBrY 3aMo14a1 1 MHOTO3HAYMTENIBHO OcMOTpelt Ha Keenuto.

— 41 oueHb paza 3a Bac U kenaio BaM ycriexa.

— MHe He XBaTaeT HEe)KHOTO KEHCKOTO MPUCYTCTBUSI, YTOOBI CKpacuTh Moe ObitHe. U 51 Obut Obl
OYEHb PaJl, eCliv OBl BHI. ..

— W3BUHUTE, yKe MO3JHO U MHE HY:KHO uaTH, — Kcenus nognsiiack. Bupcasuii JlerontoBuy
3aMOJT4ajl U Kak-TO Cpa3y CHUK.

Kcenus yxe nogHuManach 1o JeCTHULIE Ha BTOPOM 9Taxk, KOI/a YC/bIIaia:

— Bei, Kcenusi, MoxeT ObITh, 3HaeTe, TPOBOAATCS JI TYT MOOIM30CTY TaHIIEBAIbHBIC Beuepa? —
rosioc Bupcasus JlerontoBrua 3aMETHO IpoXkail. BbUIO BUJHO, YTO OH BOJIHYETCH.

— Henaneko otciona ectb canatopuii «[ omydast BomHa». TaM, HACKOJIBKO MHE M3BECTHO, MPO-
BOJSITCS Beuepa OT/IbIXa, HO sI B HUX HE HYKHAIOCh, — U JIEBYIIIKA OBICTPO MOAHSIIACH TIO JIECTHHUIIE
B CBOU HOMED.

Bupcasuil JleroHTOBMY OIylajl CUJIBHOE BOJIHEHHWE, HEM3MEHHO BO3HMKAIOIIEE Y HEro Ipu
OOIIEHUH C TIOHPABHBIIENCS KeHIMMHOW. EMy XOTeNnoch YCIIOKOUTBCS, paccnaOUThCs, U OH PeIlul
elle HEMHOTO MOCU/IETh Ha Teppace, HO YCIIBIIIAB 3BYK MOIbE3KAOIIEH MapIIPYTKH, BCTPENEHYIICS
1 TIOIIEJT IO TPOIUHKE, BEAYILEH K 03epy.
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[ToxxenaB 3oce crnokoitHoN HOuM, AnieBTMHA HukonaeBHa He criela HampaBUiIach K CBOEMY
noMuKy. TponrHKa BUIach Cpeu COCEH, U, yKe MOAX0/s K JBEPH, OHA BAPYT YBUJEA CHIIyIT MYyX-
ynHbl. Bupcasuii JIeroHTOBUY 1IarHyJ1 €il HaBCTpeuy U3-3a IEPEBbLEB.

— dy, kak Bbl MeHs Haryramu! Yto ke Bbl, OaTeHbKa, CJIOBHO TeHb OTIa [ 'amieTa, npsiuerech
HOYBIO T10 JiecaM, cKydaete B oguHodecTBe? [Ipuriacumm Ob1 30C10, IPOTYJISUTUCH Obl Ky/1a-HUOY/Ib.

— M3BunMTe MeHs, AneBTnHa HukonaeBHa, He MOTy ceOsl IepECUIHTh. .. He MOe. . .

— Hy, naBaiite BMecTe NOXOAUM-IIOCKYYaeM. . .

Beuep pacnionarai k pasroBopy, Tem 6ojiee UATH B CBOI TOMUK AsieBTuHe HukonmaeBHe coBceM
He XoTeJochk. Jlec 3ackinaln, KUBUTENIbHAS TPOXJIaJa HEKIIA U yOalOKMBaJIa COMJIEBILIME OT JHEBHOM
Kapbl TyIIIH.

— Yem Bam 30cs He npunisHyack? Mbl ¢ Heil TOBOpWIIM O Bac, YK U3BUHUTE, TaKasl Bbl MEp-
COHa, YTO KEHILIMHBI HE MOTYT HE MOCEKpeTHUYaTh Ha Bail cyeT. OHa OYeHb Jake KeJaaeT MO3Ha-
KOMUTBCS ¢ BaMu Noomke. OOUHOKas KeHIMHA, MOJIoKe Bac. PaboTaer B 1IKoO/e, YIUT AETHIIIEK
HavyaJIbHbIX KJIACCOB MY3bIKe M MeHM0. OHa y Hac He MepBblil IOl OCTAHABIMBAETCS, U 51 CIIBIIIANIA,
Kak OHa 3amevatesibHO roet! bes peteit u, nmomnarato, 6e3 0co60ro TeMHOro mpomuioro. Yto Bam ere
Has10? [lo3HakoMbTeCh, moooOmaiTech. Cpa3y HUYEro He JesaeTcsl, BceMy HYKHO BpeMsl.

— Ckaxy BaM OTKPOBEHHO — OHA HE HPaBUTCSl MHE KaK JKEHIIMHA.

— A Bam, O6aTeHbKa, KTO Hy)eH? ®oromonens? Tak 51 aymaio, OHa Ha Bac M HE IIOCMOTPHT.

— Tyt ectb nama, KOTOpasi MHE OY€Hb JJaKe MPUIJISHYNACD. . .

AnesrnHa HukonaeBHa ocTaHOBUJIACH M B3IUIsAHYJIa Ha Bupcasus JleronroBuya.

— Bol roBopute 0o Kcenun?

— Ja.

AnesruHa HukomnaeBHa OblUla yauBIIeHa, OHA HE O)KMaJIa TAKOTO MIOBOPOTA COOBITHIA.

— — Hy, BbI naere, rony6uuk moii! Tak Beap BB YK B AEAYIIKH €il TOIUTECH, 1a U IPEXaMHU,
TO/IM, TIOPOCTIM KakK 3aMIIeNblid eHb MXOM. KceHnsi — coBceM MoJofieHbKasl IeByIKa. X0Ts, 000-
KIUTE. .. OHA MHE TOBOPWJIA, €M yKe IAe-TO MO/ TPUALATb.

— Ila BbI uto! 4 monaras, 4ro oHa MoJIoxke ! ..

— Her, npocTo oueHb MOJIOZIO BBITJISIAUT. YoKe ycriesna MoObIBaTh 3aMYKEM.

— Yro BHI!

— Ilo-mononocTy BhICKOUMIIA, HE TIOIyMaB.

— A netu y Hee ecTb?

— Her. Ceiiuac kuBeT ofiHa, CHUMaeT KBapTUPY, Ja €Ile [IOMOraeT poaUTENIsM.

Bupcagwii JlerontoBUY kagHO BOUTHIBAI MoTy4yaemylo nHgopmaimio. B ero rojgose poxnia-
JIUCh CaMble pajly’KHble TUIAHbI:

— V¥V MeHs kK Bam HeOosbInas mpock0a, AneBtiHa HukonmaeBHa, — Ha 10y OTCTaBHOTO MOJTKOB-
HUKa BBICTYIWIM KallIi NoTa. — Pa3 yk Bbl caMu HalpOCKJIMCh KO MHE B CBAaXW, HE 3aMOJIBUTE JIU
3a MeHs cioBevko Kcenun. S — ObIBIIME BOGHHBIN, B OTCTaBKE, Y MEHS XOPOIIast IEHCHS, €CTh CBO
ousHec. JKuBy B KOTTe/I)ke Ha OKparHe MaJIeHbKOTO TOpojIKa. Y HAC OueHb KpacuBble MecTa. Bl el
HaMEKHHTE, MOJI, OJMTHOKUI HeOeTHBIN MYKUMHA, HaJICKHBIM, OCHOBATEIIbHBIN, TIPeJiaraeT Cephe3HO
MIPUCMOTPETHCS K HEMY. . .

AnesruHa HukonaeBHa ToJIbKO MOKavyasia B OTBET rosioBou. Ilepes ee B30poM MBICJIEHHO Tpeji-
crana Kcenus.

...OnuHOKas IeByIIIKa C TPYAHOM CyabOOM, MpaBia, HAMHOTO MOJIOXKE, HO €CJIM OHU JIeCTBU-
TEJIbHO MIPUCMOTPSATCS APYT K Apyry. HemensieHHOro oTBeTa HUKTO He TpeOyerT. ..

— Buky, rony6unk, 3amenuia Bac Kciorka ocHoBaTebHO. XOPOIIO, 51 TIOrOBOPIO C HEH, HO,
caMu MOHUMaeTe, 00eIaTh HUYero He MOTYy.

— Ilonumato, ecm Bce MOMy4ynTCsi, OTOIAroAapIo Bac.

Kcenus npocHysack OT TpOMKHX pa3roBOPOB B KOPUJIOPE.
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...Onsate AneBtuHa HukonaeBHa OTYMTBIBa€T TOPHUYHYIO. Bpems BoceMb yTpa, yikKe
HE YCHelllb, IPUJETCS BCTABATh. ..

JleByllIKa JIEHWBO IOTSHYJIACh.

...Bce 6b110 OBI XOpOI1I0, €1 Obl PAHO HE OYIWJIH. . .

3aBTpakarh He Xorejsoch. OHa 3aBapwia Yaid B IIepOaToM CTapoM YalHHKE, OJOKEHHOM
y AneBtuHbl HukonaeBHsl. Ha ero BeIyKJioM hasiHCOBOM OOKY KpacoBaJICsl CMEITHOW YTEHOK.

Kcenus ynpiOHymach emy:

— Ilpuser! BoT Mbl 1 CHOBa BCTPETHIIUCH.

Ona pacnaxHyna OKHO, U JIETKHMI BETEPOK, KauHYB 3aHABECKH, MPHHEC C COOOM OompsIuii
apoMaT COCHOBOTO Jieca.

OuepenHoOW [IMHHBIN, Xapkull JeHb KceHuss mpoBella B TOJTHOM OJWUHOYECTBE, OpOs
no Oepery o3epa M MOJCTaBJIsis HOTH JIETKMM HaberaonmmM BoiHaM. KpucranpHo-1ipo3pavHas Boaa
urpasa OJ1MKaMu U TeHsIMH Ha TIECOYHOM fHe. [leByika nogoupana KaMHU U BHUMATEJTbHO BIJISIIbI-
Baj1ach B HUX. OHU BUAEINUCH €Il HEBEJOMBIMU CYIIECTBAMU, MAHWIW U IIPUTATUBAIY TAMHCTBEHHBIM
MHPOM MPOILLIOTO.

[Tepen y:xxuHoM B KOpuaope ee Bcrperuia AsnesrnHa HukomnaeBHa:

— Kcromenbka, cuactee Moe, 3arisiHu ko MHe. Hy, kak Tebe OTapIXaeTcs, CONHBIIIKO?

— Cmacubo, ovyeHb xopoio, AsieBTMHa HukonmaeBHa, TOJNBKO Ky, KOIja skapa CHajer...
Bpone Obl oOemmanm T0KIu. . .

AusieBTrHa HuKoOnaeBHa BCIUIECHY A pPyKaMU:

— Kcromika, na o1 uto! Kakue goxau! 3aropars-to Koraa Oynenib? BoH OneHas kakas. ..

— Hla Henb3s MHe 3aroparh, AneBThHa HukonaeBHa! YV meHsi ajuieprusi Ha cosHie. Bow,
MOCMOTPUTE, BCsl B MsATHaX. HUKaKko#i Kpem He rmomoraer. . .

Kcenus nokazana KpacHble IsATHA HA pyKax U IIiee.

— Bennast ThI MOsI... A 51 BCe CTECHSIIACH CIIPOCHTBH, Aymasia O0Je3Hb Kakas y TeOsl. . .

OHu IOMOJTYaIH.

— Kcroma, y MeHs k Tebe MHTepecHOe MpeJIIoKEeHNE . . .

N Anesruna HukonaeBHa roBenasa cBoi pa3ropop ¢ BupcaBuewm Jlerontopuuem, Harocsae 0k
J00aBUB:

— He cnierin, momymaii. Ckaxy Tede 1o CeKpeTy — OH COJTMIHBIN, 00eCieYeHHBIN MyXIMHA, —
MOJIOKWJT KO MHE B celi(p Ha XpaHEeHUe HeMaslo JEHEekEeK, 30JI0TOM MEePCTeHb U s, Mojiaraio, OYeHb
Jaske He JeleBble Jyackl. [la, 1 KOHb-TO y Hero, Kakoii! {1, koHeuHo, He pa30upaioch B MapKax MallyH,
HO BBIIJISI/IUT, Kak Joporoi nuHoxoneil. Hy, uto ckaxeris?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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