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Master Up
YueOHOE mMocoOue Mo aHIIMHCKOMY SI3bIKY

Ejgena Kaprymuuna
© Enena Kaprymmna, 2018

ISBN 978-5-4493-6605-4
Co3zaHo B MHTEJUIEKTYaIbHOU U3/1aTesibckor cucteme Ridero

Nel. Read the text. Check the Vocabulary list while reading the text

«The Firm» by J.Grisham

extract

Mitchell Y.McDeere, a Harvard alumnus and a lawyer by profession, is looking for a job. He already has had three job
offers — one from Chicago and two from New York — from most prestigious firms in the country. That’s why he has small interest
in the offer from a modest and not very well-known firm from Memphis. Nevertheless he decides to take the invitation for the job
interview just out of curiosity

The senior partner studied the resume for the hundredth time and again found nothing he
disliked about Mitchell Y. McDeere, at least not on paper. He had the brains, the ambition, the
good looks. And he was hungry; with his background, he had to be. He was married, and that was
mandatory. The firm had never hired an unmarried lawyer, and it frowned heavily on divorce, as well
as womanizing and drinking. Drug testing was in the contract. He had a degree in accounting, and
wanted to be a tax lawyer, which of course was a requirement with a tax firm. He looked good, on
paper. He was their top choice. In fact, for this year there were no other prospects. The list was very
short. It was McDeere or no one.

The managing partner, Royce McKnight, studied a dossier labelled «Mitchell Y. McDeere —
Harvard.» An inch thick with small print and a few photographs, it had been prepared by some ex-
CIA agents in a private intelligence outfit in Bethesda. They were clients of the firm and each year
did the investigating for no fee. It was easy work, they said, checking out unsuspecting law students.
They learned, for instance, that he preferred to leave the Northeast, that he was holding three job
offers, two in New York and one in Chicago, and that the highest offer was $76,000 and the lowest
was $68,000. He was in demand. He had been given the opportunity to cheat on a securities exam
during his second year. He declined, and made the highest grade in the class. He drank an occasional
beer, but drinking was expensive and he had no money. He owed close to $23,000 in student loans.
He was hungry.
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Royce McKnight flipped through the dossier and smiled. McDeere was their man. Lamar Quin
checked his watch. He glanced at the two partners sitting at the small conference table near the
windows.

Precisely at two-thirty someone knocked on the door. Lamar looked at the partners, who slid
the resume and dossier into an open briefcase.

«Mitchell McDeere?» he asked with a huge smile and a hand thrust forward.

«Yes.» They shook hands violently.

«Nice to meet you, Mitchell. 'm Lamar Quin.»

«My pleasure. Please call me Mitch.»

He stepped inside, and quickly surveyed the spacious room.

«Sure, Mitch.» Lamar led him across the suite, where the partners introduced themselves. They
were exceedingly warm and cordial. They offered him coffee, then water. They sat ar ound conference
table and exchanged pleasantries. McDeere unbuttoned his coat and crossed his legs. He was now
a seasoned veteran in the search of employment, and he knew they wanted him. He relaxed. With
three job offers from three of the most prestigious firms in the country, he did not need this interview,
this firm. He could afford to be a little overconfident now. He was there out of curiosity.

Oliver Lambert, the senior partner, leaned forward on his elbows and took control of the
preliminary chitchat. At sixty-one, he was the grandfather of the firm. He was the counselor, the one
the younger associates went to with their troubles. Mr. Lambert also handled the recruiting, and it
was his mission to sign Mitchell Y. McDeere.

«Are you tired of interviewing?» asked Oliver Lambert.

«Not really. It’s part of it.» Yes, yes, they all agreed. Seemed like yesterday they were
interviewing and submitting resumes and scared to death they wouldn’t find a job and three years
of sweat and torture would be down the drain. They knew what he was going through, all right.

«May I ask a question?» Mitch asked.

«Certainly,»

«Why are we interviewing in this hotel room? The other firms interview on campus through
the placement office.»

«Good question.» They all nodded and looked at each other and agreed it was a good question.

«Perhaps I can answer that, Mitch,» said Royce McKnight, the managing partner. «You must
understand our firm. We are different, and we take pride in that. We have forty-one lawyers, so we
are small compared with other firms. We don’t hire too many people; about one every other year.
We offer the highest salary and fringes in the country, and I'm not exaggerating. So we are very
selective. We selected you. The letter you received last month was sent after we screened over two
thousand third-year law students at the best schools. Only one letter was sent. We don’t advertise
openings and we don’t solicit applications. We keep a low profile, and we do things differently. That’s
our explanation.»

«Fair enough. What kind of firm is it?»

«Tax. Some securities, real estate and banking, but eighty percent is tax work. That’s why we
wanted to meet you, Mitch. You have an incredibly strong tax background»

«Why’d you go to Western Kentucky?» asked Oliver Lambert.

«Simple. They offered me a full scholarship to play football. Had it not been for that, college
would’ve been impossible.»

«Tell us about your family.»

«Why is that important?»

«It’s very important to us, Mitch,» Royce McKnight said warmly. They all say that, thought
McDeere.



E. Kaprymmna. «Master Up. YueOHOe mocoOue 1o aHIJTUICKOMY SI3BIKY»

«Okay, my father was killed in the coal mines when I was seven years old. My mother remarried
and lives in Florida. I had two brothers. Rusty was killed in Vietnam. I have a brother named Ray
McDeere.»

«Where is he?»

«I'm afraid that’s none of your business.»

«I'm sorry,» the managing partner said softly.

«Mitch, our firm is in Memphis,» Lamar said.

«Does that bother you?»

«Not at all. I'm not fond of cold weather.»

«Have you ever been to Memphis?»

«We’ll have you down soon. You'll love it.»

Mitch smiled and nodded and played along. Were these guys serious? How could he consider
such a small firm in such a small town when Wall Street was waiting?

«How are you ranked in your class?» Mr. Lambert asked.

«Top five.» That was enough of an answer for all of them.

«Why did you select Harvard?»

«Actually, Harvard selected me. I applied at several schools and was accepted everywhere.
Harvard offered more financial assistance. I thought it was the best school. Still do.»

«You’ve done quite well here, Mitch,» Mr. Lambert said, admiring the resume. The dossier
was in the briefcase, under the table.

«Thank you. I've worked hard.»

«You made extremely high grades in your tax and securities courses.»

«That’s where my interest lies.»

«We’ve reviewed your writing sample, and it’s quite impressive.»

«Thank you. I enjoy research.»

«Tell us about your wife,» Royce McKnight said. It was a standard, non sacred area explored
by every firm.

«Her name is Abby. She has a degree in elementary education from Western Kentucky. We
graduated one week and got married the next. For the past three years she’s taught at a private
kindergarten near Boston College.»

«And is the marriage -»

«We’re very happy. We’ve known each other since high school.»

«Mitch, our firm frowns on drinking and chasing women. We put business ahead of everything.
We work very hard. And we make plenty of money,» Oliver Lambert said

«I can live with all that.»

«We reserve the right to test any member of the firm for drug use.»

«I don’t use drugs.»

«Good. What’s your religious affiliation?»

«Methodist.»

«Good. You'll find a wide variety in our firm. Catholics, Baptists, Episcopalians. It’s really
none of our business, but we like to know. We want stable families. Happy lawyers are productive
lawyers. That’s why we ask these questions.» Mitch smiled and nodded. He’d heard this before. The
three looked at each other, then at Mitch. This meant they had reached the point in the interview
where the interviewee was supposed to ask one or two intelligent questions. Money, that was the big
question, particularly how it compared to his other offers. If it isn’t enough, thought Mitch, then it
was nice to meet you fellas. If the pay is attractive, then we can discuss families and marriages and
football and churches.
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But, he knew, like all the other firms they had to shadowbox around the issue until things got
awkward and it was apparent they had discussed everything in the world but money. So, hit them
with a soft question first.

«What type of work will I do initially?» They nodded and approved of the question. Lambert
and McKnight looked at Lamar. This answer was his.

«We have something similar to a two-year apprenticeship, although we don’t call it that. We'll
send you all over the country to tax seminars. Your education is far from over. You’'ll spend two weeks
next winter in Washington at the American Tax Institute. As far as practicing law, it won’t be very
exciting for the first two years. You'll do a lot of research and generally boring stuff. But you’ll be
paid handsomely.»

«How much?»

Lamar looked at Royce McKnight, who eyed Mitch and said, «We’ll discuss the compensation
and other benefits when you come to Mempbhis.»

«[ want a ballpark figure or I may not come to Mempbhis.»

He smiled, arrogant but cordial. He spoke like a man with three job offers. The partners smiled
at each other, and Mr. Lambert spoke first.

«Okay. A base salary of eighty thousand the first year, plus bonuses. Eighty-five the second
year, plus bonuses. A low-interest mortgage so you can buy a home. Two country club memberships.
And a new BMW. You pick the color, of course.»

He tried to conceal a smile, but it was impossible. He chuckled.

«That’s incredible», he mumbled. Eighty thousand in Memphis equalled a hundred and twenty
thousand in New York.

Mitch thought about this for a second and figured by the time he was thirty he could be well
over a hundred thousand, maybe close to two hundred thousand. At the age of thirty! They watched
him carefully and knew exactly what he was calculating.

«Tell me about your firm.»

«It’s an impressive firm, Mitch,» Oliver Lambert said, «and we’re very proud of it. We’re small
and we take care of each other. We don’t have the cutthroat competition the big firms are famous
for. We’re very careful whom we hire, and our goal is for each new associate to become a partner as
soon as possible. Toward that end we invest an enormous amount of time and money in ourselves,
especially our new people. It is a rare, extremely rare occasion when a lawyer leaves our firm. It is
simply unheard of. We go the extra mile to keep careers on track. We want our people happy. We
think it is the most profitable way to operate.» «I have another impressive statistic,» Mr. McKnight
added. «Last year, for firms our size or larger, the average turnover rate among associates was twenty-
eight percent. At Bendini, Lambert & Locke, it was zero. Year before, zero. It’s been a long time since
a lawyer left our firm.» They watched him carefully to make sure all of this sank in. They explained
as best they could, for now. Further explanation would come later.

Ne2. Answer the following questions about the text, use the words and expressions from
the Vocabulary list.

1. Why did the senior partner of the law firm in Mempbhis consider Mitchell Y.McDeere to be
their best prospect for the year?

2. Why did ex — CIA agents do investigating for the firm for no fee?

3. What did they find out about Mitch while investigating his background?

4. Why did Mitch think he could afford to be a little overconfident at the interview?

5. What did you learn from the text about Oliver Lambert’s position in the firm?

6. What did Oliver Lambert think all interviewees went through’ when being interviewed for
a job?
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7. How did Royce McKnight, the managing partner explain to Mitch the difference between
their firm and other law firms?

8. What activities was the firm involved in?

9. What questions was Mitch asked at the interview?

10. What did Mitch tell his interviewers about his educational background (his family, his wife,
his religious affiliation)?

11. What type of work was Mitch to do initially if he joined the firm?

12. What compensation and benefits was Mitch offered?

13. Why was Mitch impressed by the offer?

14. What kind of clients did the firm deal with?

15. What career prospects did the firm offer Mitch?

16. Why did the firm invest a lot of time and money in their new people?

17. What did Mr. Lambert tell Mitch about the history of their firm?



E. Kaprymmna. «Master Up. YueOHOe mocoOue 1o aHIJTUICKOMY SI3BIKY»

Questions for Discussion

18. Do you think Mitch will accept the offer? Why?

19. Considering Mitch’s behaviour during the interview, do you think he fancies such a job?
20. Could you trace how Mitch’s attitude and behaviour changed during the interview?

21. Would you take up such a job offer if you were Mitch? Why/ why not?

10
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Ne3. Study the vocabulary list

frown — intrans. He 01OOPATH, BHICKA3bIBATh HEOAOOPEHNUE
Eg. critics frown at the idea

womanize — BOJIOYHUThCS 32 JKESHIIIMHAMU
womanizer — npeHeOp. 0aOHUK

degree — gumom (0 BbICIIEM OOpa30BaHMM), YPOBEHb BIAJECHUS
CIIELMAIBHOCTBIO

to hold a degree on — mOMy4YUTh CTENEHb IO KaKOW-JIUOO
CIIEIMAIbHOCTH

Eg. He’s got a degree on accounting and securities.

— CTelleHb, Mepa

to a (certain) degree — B HEKOTOPOH CTENEHHU, B KAKOM-TO Mepe

E.g. different in degree, but not in kind

choice — BbIOOp

top choice — nyurmii BEIOOP

to have big/little/low choice — IMeTh GOJIBIION/HEOOIBIIION BHIOOD
to have no choice — He umeTb BEIOOpa

outfit —3/. KOMIIaHUs1, OpraHu3alysl, CTPyKTypa, Noapas/eieHe
Eg. private intelligence outfit
— CHapsiKEHUe, SKUIMPOBKa, 000pyIOBaHUE

fee — ronopap, Bo3Harpax/jeHue,

for no fee

tuition fee, admission fee

Eg.The fee is reasonable — nara npuemiemas

offer — npemyioxkenue, odepra

job offer — npeanoxeHure paboTh

to hold a job offer — nonyuuts npeanoxeHre padOTHI
Eg. He turned down an offer to run the company.

demand — cripoc,

to be in demand — noab30BaTHCS CIIPOCOM

to be on demand — o TpeGoBaHMIO, 110 3aMPOCy
cheat — 311. criuceIBaTh, HapylaTh paBUIa

Eg. He cheated on the exam and got D on it.

— 0oOMaHbIBaTh, OOBOIUTH BOKPYT MaJjblia

Eg. They asked 300 bucks to repair my plasma TV, and I suspected they cheated on me.

preliminary — npeiBapuTeIbHbINA
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associate — (My1aIIui) TapTHEp

Eg. He started as an associate at a law firm.

pride — ropnoctb

take pride in smth — ropquThcst YeM-1100

Eg. He took pride in his service for the country.

exaggerate — IpeyBeIMIUBaTh

Eg. He tends to exaggerate when he talks about his accomplishments
selective — n30MpaTeTbHbBIN

Eg. This organization has a highly selective admission process
profile — nu4HOE N1€N10, TOChE, CBECHUS

to keep a low profile — He npuBiekaTh BHUMaHUS

high profile — mmpoko-u3BecTHHIN,

advertise — gaBarh OOBABIIEHUE, IOMEIATH OOBSABIICHUE

Eg. advertise for a secretary

occasion — 1. City4aii, 06CTOATETbCTBO

Eg. On what occasion did they visit London?

— CoObITHE (TOp)XECTBEHHOE)

It was quite an occasion. — 310 61710 OOJBIIIOE COOBITHE.
opening — 371. dakaHncus

screen over — IMPOBOAUTD TIIATEbHYIO TPOBEPKY, OTOUPATDH
apply — nogaBatb 3asiBKY

apply for a job — nomaBarth 3asiBieHHe Ha padoTYy.

sample — oOpazelt

to take a sample — B3Th 0Opazelr

reserve — Il. COXpaHsTh

Eg. We reserve this book for you — Mbl npuepAkuM 3Ty KHUTY JJ1s1 Bac.
reserve — CylIIl. 3arac, pe3eps

stay/be on reserve — ObITh B 3amace

shadowbox — TeMHUTb, CKpbIBaTh (PaKThI

apparently — oueBuaHO

apprenticeship — cTaxupoBKa

mortgage — UMoTeKa

low-interest mortgage — UMoTeka moj HU3KUi MpoIeHT

to go an extra mile —3a. mpuIarath JOMOJHUTENBHBIE YCUIIHS,
HE TIOXaJIeTh BpEMEHH CliesiaTh YTO-J1.

turnover rate — TeKy4eCTb KaJpOB

cutthroat — JxecTKWiA, 6€3KaJIOCTHBIN

12
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Ne4. Retell the text as if you were 1)
Mitchell Y.McDeere 2) Royce McNight

13
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NeS. Find English equivalents in the
text for the following sentences

— B KOHTpakTe MponmcaHo NpOX0OKAEHUE TECTAa HA HAPKOTHKHU.

— Bb110 JIeTko, 110 ero cinoBaM, IPOBEPATh HUYETO HE MOA03PEBAIOILETO CTYAEHTa Iop(aka.

— VIX riaBHBIA BHIOOD AT Ha HEro.

— Poric MakHaiit npocmotpen 10cke 1 yIbIOHYCS.

— OH Bouen 1 ObICTPO OIVIAZIEN MPOCTOPHYI0 KOMHATY.

— OHu BBIKa3bIBAJIM YPE3MEPHYIO TEIUIOTY U CEPACYHOCTD.

— OH Mor NIO3BOJUTB cede ObITh CAMOYBEPEHHBIM.

— Kaskercs, eme Buepa OHM X0MIIM Ha coOece/IoBaHME M TIOJABAIN Pe3loMe, 10 CMEPTH OO0SICh,
YTO OHM HE HaiayT paboTy U TPU rojia MOTHI ¥ MBITOK OKAXKYTCs1 HAIIPACHBIMH.

— Mpi He 6epeM Ha pabOTy MHOTO JIIOfIEl — OIHOTO YesloBeKa pa3 B [1Ba rojia.

— IIucemo, KOTOPOE BHI MOMYYWIN B ITPOIJIOM MECSLE, Mbl OTIIPABUJIM T1OCJIE TOTO, KaK TIa-
TEJILHO MTPOBEPUIIM OOJIBINE ABYX THICSY MATUKYPCHUKOB IOPHIMYECKUX (DaKYJIBTETOB JIyUIIUX YHHU-
BEPCUTETOB.

— MBbI He IofjaeM OObSIBJICHHMS O BAKAHCHSIX M Mbl HE IPUHUMAEM 3asIBJICHUSI CO CTOPOHBI.

— Ecim 6b1 He 370, 51 OBI HE CMOT YYHThCSI B YHUBEPCUTETE.

— Murt4 ynbIOHYIICS, KUBHY.T TOJIOBOW M IPOIOIIKAI MM TIOJBIT PhIBATh.

— Heyxenu oH OyzieT paccMaTpuBaTh MaJIeHbKYIO (pUpMy B MaJIeHBKOM TOpofie, KOT/Ia ero kIeT
YomnCrput?

— DTO 03HAyYaJ0, YTO HACTYIMWJI TOT MOMEHT, KOrJja ONpallMBAEMbIA 33JacT Mapy pa3yMHBIX
BOIIPOCOB.

— MHe HyXHO 3HaTb IPUMEPHYIO CYMMY, a MHAyYe 5, BO3MOXHO, He noey B Memduc.

— OH roBopuJI Kak 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPOMY IpeaJiaraloT padoTy TpY KOMITaHUU

— OH nonbITaCcs CKPBITH YABIOKY, HO TO OBIO HEBO3MOXHO.

— OHM cMOTpenx Ha HEro, TOYHO 3Hasl, YTO B YME OH BCE BBICUMTBIBAET.

— JIns Hac 1esto mpexke BCero.

— ITO IPOCTO HECIIBIXaHHO !

— OHM IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEJTN Ha HETo, YTOOBI YOeAUTHCS, YTO OH BOCHPHHSLIT BCE ITO.

14
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Ne6. Fill in the gaps with prepositions from the
list below. owe fees estate submit on in of with

1. Don’t think the manager will approve... your decision.
2. The firm frowns ...divorce, drinking and drugs.

3. They deal only with rich clients who pay their healthy...
4. How much money do you... them?

5. Applicants usually... their resumes.

6. The firm is involved in different activities: tax, securities, real ...

and banking.
7. How long have you been... the firm?
8. They take pride....paying top dollar to their employees.

15
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Ne7. Give equivalents for the following words and phrases
To hold a degree — TemHuTh — tuition fee — top choice — in demand — npeyBennuuBaTh —

selective — IMPOKO U3BECTHBIN — TEKy4eCTh KaapoB — to keep to a low profile — on occasion of one’s
birthday — cheat on somebody — 1o TpedoBaHMI0 — cHapsikeHue — frown on something

16
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.

17


https://www.litres.ru/elena-kartushina/master-up-uchebnoe-posobie-po-angliyskomu-yazyku/

	Questions for Discussion
	№3. Study the vocabulary list
	№4. Retell the text as if you were 1) Mitchell Y.McDeere 2) Royce McNight
	№5. Find English equivalents in the text for the following sentences
	№6. Fill in the gaps with prepositions from the list below. owe fees estate submit on in of with
	№7. Give equivalents for the following words and phrases
	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

