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№1. Read the text. Check the Vocabulary list while
reading the text



 
 
 

«The Firm» by J.Grisham
extract
Mitchell Y.McDeere, a Harvard alumnus and a lawyer by profession, is looking

for a job. He already has had three job offers – one from Chicago and two from

New York – from most prestigious firms in the country. That’s why he has small

interest in the offer from a modest and not very well-known firm from Memphis.

Nevertheless he decides to take the invitation for the job interview just out of curiosity

The senior partner studied the resume for the hundredth time
and again found nothing he disliked about Mitchell Y. McDeere,
at least not on paper. He had the brains, the ambition, the good
looks. And he was hungry; with his background, he had to be. He
was married, and that was mandatory. The firm had never hired
an unmarried lawyer, and it frowned heavily on divorce, as well
as womanizing and drinking. Drug testing was in the contract.
He had a degree in accounting, and wanted to be a tax lawyer,
which of course was a requirement with a tax firm. He looked
good, on paper. He was their top choice. In fact, for this year
there were no other prospects. The list was very short. It was
McDeere or no one.

The managing partner, Royce McKnight, studied a  dossier
labelled «Mitchell Y. McDeere – Harvard.» An inch thick with
small print and a few photographs, it had been prepared by some
ex-CIA agents in a private intelligence outfit in Bethesda. They
were clients of the firm and each year did the investigating for no
fee. It was easy work, they said, checking out unsuspecting law
students. They learned, for instance, that he preferred to leave the



 
 
 

Northeast, that he was holding three job offers, two in New York
and one in Chicago, and that the highest offer was $76,000 and
the lowest was $68,000. He was in demand. He had been given
the opportunity to cheat on a securities exam during his second
year. He declined, and made the highest grade in the class. He
drank an occasional beer, but drinking was expensive and he had
no money. He owed close to $23,000 in student loans. He was
hungry.

Royce McKnight flipped through the dossier and smiled.
McDeere was their man. Lamar Quin checked his watch. He
glanced at the two partners sitting at the small conference table
near the windows.

Precisely at two-thirty someone knocked on the door. Lamar
looked at the partners, who slid the resume and dossier into an
open briefcase.

«Mitchell McDeere?» he asked with a huge smile and a hand
thrust forward.

«Yes.» They shook hands violently.
«Nice to meet you, Mitchell. I’m Lamar Quin.»
«My pleasure. Please call me Mitch.»
He stepped inside, and quickly surveyed the spacious room.
«Sure, Mitch.» Lamar led him across the suite, where the

partners introduced themselves. They were exceedingly warm
and cordial. They offered him coffee, then water. They sat ar
ound conference table and exchanged pleasantries. McDeere
unbuttoned his coat and crossed his legs. He was now a seasoned



 
 
 

veteran in the search of employment, and he knew they wanted
him. He relaxed. With three job offers from three of the most
prestigious firms in the country, he did not need this interview,
this firm. He could afford to be a little overconfident now. He
was there out of curiosity.

Oliver Lambert, the senior partner, leaned forward on his
elbows and took control of the preliminary chitchat. At sixty-one,
he was the grandfather of the firm. He was the counselor, the one
the younger associates went to with their troubles. Mr. Lambert
also handled the recruiting, and it was his mission to sign Mitchell
Y. McDeere.

«Are you tired of interviewing?» asked Oliver Lambert.
«Not really. It’s part of it.» Yes, yes, they all agreed. Seemed

like yesterday they were interviewing and submitting resumes
and scared to  death they wouldn’t find a  job and three years
of sweat and torture would be down the drain. They knew what
he was going through, all right.

«May I ask a question?» Mitch asked.
«Certainly,»
«Why are we interviewing in this hotel room? The other firms

interview on campus through the placement office.»
«Good question.» They all nodded and looked at each other

and agreed it was a good question.
«Perhaps I can answer that, Mitch,» said Royce McKnight,

the managing partner. «You must understand our firm. We are
different, and we take pride in that. We have forty-one lawyers,



 
 
 

so we are small compared with other firms. We don’t hire too
many people; about one every other year. We offer the highest
salary and fringes in the country, and I’m not exaggerating. So
we are very selective. We selected you. The letter you received
last month was sent after we screened over two thousand third-
year law students at the best schools. Only one letter was sent.
We don’t advertise openings and we don’t solicit applications.
We keep a low profile, and we do things differently. That’s our
explanation.»

«Fair enough. What kind of firm is it?»
«Tax. Some securities, real estate and banking, but eighty

percent is tax work. That’s why we wanted to meet you, Mitch.
You have an incredibly strong tax background»

«Why’d you go to Western Kentucky?» asked Oliver Lambert.
«Simple. They offered me a full scholarship to play football.

Had it not been for that, college would’ve been impossible.»
«Tell us about your family.»
«Why is that important?»
«It’s very important to  us, Mitch,» Royce McKnight said

warmly. They all say that, thought McDeere.
«Okay, my father was killed in  the coal mines when I was

seven years old. My mother remarried and lives in Florida. I had
two brothers. Rusty was killed in  Vietnam. I  have a  brother
named Ray McDeere.»

«Where is he?»
«I’m afraid that’s none of your business.»



 
 
 

«I’m sorry,» the managing partner said softly.
«Mitch, our firm is in Memphis,» Lamar said.
«Does that bother you?»
«Not at all. I’m not fond of cold weather.»
«Have you ever been to Memphis?»
«We’ll have you down soon. You’ll love it.»
Mitch smiled and nodded and played along. Were these guys

serious? How could he consider such a small firm in such a small
town when Wall Street was waiting?

«How are you ranked in your class?» Mr. Lambert asked.
«Top five.» That was enough of an answer for all of them.
«Why did you select Harvard?»
«Actually, Harvard selected me. I applied at several schools

and was accepted everywhere. Harvard offered more financial
assistance. I thought it was the best school. Still do.»

«You’ve done quite well here, Mitch,» Mr. Lambert said,
admiring the resume. The dossier was in the briefcase, under the
table.

«Thank you. I’ve worked hard.»
«You made extremely high grades in your tax and securities

courses.»
«That’s where my interest lies.»
«We’ve reviewed your writing sample, and it’s quite

impressive.»
«Thank you. I enjoy research.»
«Tell us about your wife,» Royce McKnight said. It was



 
 
 

a standard, non sacred area explored by every firm.
«Her name is Abby. She has a degree in elementary education

from Western Kentucky. We graduated one week and got
married the next. For the past three years she’s taught at a private
kindergarten near Boston College.»

«And is the marriage -»
«We’re very happy. We’ve known each other since high

school.»
«Mitch, our firm frowns on drinking and chasing women. We

put business ahead of everything. We work very hard. And we
make plenty of money,» Oliver Lambert said

«I can live with all that.»
«We reserve the right to test any member of the firm for drug

use.»
«I don’t use drugs.»
«Good. What’s your religious affiliation?»
«Methodist.»
«Good. You’ll find a  wide variety in  our firm. Catholics,

Baptists, Episcopalians. It’s really none of  our business, but
we like to know. We want stable families. Happy lawyers are
productive lawyers. That’s why we ask these questions.» Mitch
smiled and nodded. He’d heard this before. The three looked at
each other, then at Mitch. This meant they had reached the point
in the interview where the interviewee was supposed to ask one
or two intelligent questions. Money, that was the big question,
particularly how it compared to his other offers. If it isn’t enough,



 
 
 

thought Mitch, then it was nice to meet you fellas. If the pay
is attractive, then we can discuss families and marriages and
football and churches.

But, he knew, like all the other firms they had to shadowbox
around the issue until things got awkward and it was apparent
they had discussed everything in the world but money. So, hit
them with a soft question first.

«What type of work will I  do initially?» They nodded and
approved of  the question. Lambert and McKnight looked at
Lamar. This answer was his.

«We have something similar to  a  two-year apprenticeship,
although we don’t call it that. We’ll send you all over the country
to tax seminars. Your education is far from over. You’ll spend two
weeks next winter in Washington at the American Tax Institute.
As far as practicing law, it won’t be very exciting for the first two
years. You’ll do a lot of research and generally boring stuff. But
you’ll be paid handsomely.»

«How much?»
Lamar looked at Royce McKnight, who eyed Mitch and said,

«We’ll discuss the compensation and other benefits when you
come to Memphis.»

«I want a ballpark figure or I may not come to Memphis.»
He smiled, arrogant but cordial. He spoke like a man with

three job offers. The partners smiled at each other, and Mr.
Lambert spoke first.

«Okay. A base salary of eighty thousand the first year, plus



 
 
 

bonuses. Eighty-five the second year, plus bonuses. A  low-
interest mortgage so you can buy a  home. Two country club
memberships. And a new BMW. You pick the color, of course.»

He tried to  conceal a  smile, but it was impossible. He
chuckled.

«That’s incredible», he mumbled. Eighty thousand
in Memphis equalled a  hundred and twenty thousand in New
York.

Mitch thought about this for a  second and figured by  the
time he was thirty he could be well over a hundred thousand,
maybe close to two hundred thousand. At the age of thirty! They
watched him carefully and knew exactly what he was calculating.

«Tell me about your firm.»
«It’s an impressive firm, Mitch,» Oliver Lambert said, «and

we’re very proud of  it. We’re small and we take care of each
other. We don’t have the cutthroat competition the big firms
are famous for. We’re very careful whom we hire, and our
goal is for each new associate to  become a  partner as soon
as possible. Toward that end we invest an enormous amount
of time and money in ourselves, especially our new people. It is
a rare, extremely rare occasion when a lawyer leaves our firm.
It is simply unheard of. We go the extra mile to keep careers
on track. We want our people happy. We think it is the most
profitable way to operate.» «I have another impressive statistic,»
Mr. McKnight added. «Last year, for firms our size or larger, the
average turnover rate among associates was twenty-eight percent.



 
 
 

At Bendini, Lambert & Locke, it was zero. Year before, zero.
It’s been a long time since a lawyer left our firm.» They watched
him carefully to make sure all of this sank in. They explained as
best they could, for now. Further explanation would come later.

№2. Answer the following questions about the text, use
the words and expressions from the Vocabulary list.

1. Why did the senior partner of  the law firm in Memphis
consider Mitchell Y.McDeere to be their best prospect for the
year?

2. Why did ex – CIA agents do investigating for the firm for
no fee?

3. What did they find out about Mitch while investigating his
background?

4. Why did Mitch think he could afford to  be a  little
overconfident at the interview?

5. What did you learn from the text about Oliver Lambert’s
position in the firm?

6. What did Oliver Lambert think all interviewees went
through’ when being interviewed for a job?

7. How did Royce McKnight, the managing partner explain
to Mitch the difference between their firm and other law firms?

8. What activities was the firm involved in?
9. What questions was Mitch asked at the interview?
10. What did Mitch tell his interviewers about his educational

background (his family, his wife, his religious affiliation)?



 
 
 

11. What type of work was Mitch to do initially if he joined
the firm?

12. What compensation and benefits was Mitch offered?
13. Why was Mitch impressed by the offer?
14. What kind of clients did the firm deal with?
15. What career prospects did the firm offer Mitch?
16. Why did the firm invest a lot of time and money in their

new people?
17. What did Mr. Lambert tell Mitch about the history of their

firm?



 
 
 

 
Questions for Discussion

 
18. Do you think Mitch will accept the offer? Why?
19. Considering Mitch’s behaviour during the interview, do

you think he fancies such a job?
20. Could you trace how Mitch’s attitude and behaviour

changed during the interview?
21. Would you take up such a job offer if you were Mitch?

Why/ why not?



 
 
 

 
№3. Study the vocabulary list

 

frown – intrans. не одобрять, высказывать неодобрение
Eg. critics frown at the idea

womanize – волочиться за женщинами
womanizer – пренебр. бабник

degree  – диплом (о  высшем образовании), уровень
владения специальностью
to  hold a  degree on  – получить степень по  какой-либо
специальности
Eg. He’s got a degree on accounting and securities.
– степень, мера
to  a  (certain) degree  – в  некоторой степени, в  какой-
то мере
E.g. different in degree, but not in kind

choice – выбор
top choice – лучший выбор
to have big/little/low choice – иметь большой/небольшой
выбор
to have no choice – не иметь выбора

outfit —зд. компания, организация, структура,
подразделение



 
 
 

Eg. private intelligence outfit
– снаряжение, экипировка, оборудование

fee – гонорар, вознаграждение,
for no fee
tuition fee, admission fee
Eg.The fee is reasonable – плата приемлемая

offer – предложение, оферта
job offer – предложение работы
to hold a job offer – получить предложение работы
Eg. He turned down an offer to run the company.

demand – спрос,
to be in demand – пользоваться спросом
to be on demand – по требованию, по запросу

cheat – зд. cписывать, нарушать правила
Eg. He cheated on the exam and got D on it.
– обманывать, обводить вокруг пальца

Eg. They asked 300  bucks to  repair my plasma TV, and
I suspected they cheated on me.

preliminary – предварительный
associate – (младший) партнер
Eg. He started as an associate at a law firm.
pride – гордость
take pride in smth – гордиться чем-либо



 
 
 

Eg. He took pride in his service for the country.
exaggerate – преувеличивать
Eg. He tends to  exaggerate when he talks about his
accomplishments
selective – избирательный
Eg. This organization has a highly selective admission process
profile – личное дело, досье, сведения
to keep a low profile – не привлекать внимания
high profile – широко-известный,
advertise – давать объявление, помещать объявление
Eg. advertise for a secretary
occasion – 1. Случай, обстоятельство
Eg. On what occasion did they visit London?
– Событие (торжественное)
It was quite an occasion. – Это было большое событие.
opening – зд. dакансия
screen over – проводить тщательную проверку, отбирать
apply – подавать заявку
apply for a job – подавать заявление на работу.
sample – образец
to take a sample – взять образец
reserve – гл. сохранять
Eg. We reserve this book for you – мы придержим эту книгу
для вас.
reserve – сущ. запас, резерв
stay/be on reserve – быть в запасе
shadowbox – темнить, скрывать факты
apparently – очевидно
apprenticeship – стажировка



 
 
 

mortgage – ипотека
low-interest mortgage – ипотека под низкий процент
to  go an extra mile —зд. прилагать дополнительные
усилия, не пожалеть времени сделать что-л.
turnover rate – текучесть кадров
cutthroat – жесткий, безжалостный



 
 
 

 
№4. Retell the text as if you were 1)

Mitchell Y.McDeere 2) Royce McNight
 



 
 
 

 
№5. Find English equivalents in the

text for the following sentences
 

– В контракте прописано прохождение теста на наркоти-
ки.

– Было легко, по его словам, проверять ничего не подо-
зревающего студента юрфака.

– Их главный выбор пал на него.
– Ройс МакНайт просмотрел досье и улыбнулся.
– Он вошел и быстро оглядел просторную комнату.
– Они выказывали чрезмерную теплоту и сердечность.
– Он мог позволить себе быть самоуверенным.
– Кажется, еще вчера они ходили на собеседование и по-

давали резюме, до смерти боясь, что они не найдут работу
и три года поты и пыток окажутся напрасными.

– Мы не берем на работу много людей – одного человека
раз в два года.

– Письмо, которое вы получили в прошлом месяце, мы
отправили после того, как тщательно проверили больше
двух тысяч пятикурсников юридических факультетов луч-
ших университетов.

– Мы не подаем объявления о вакансиях и мы не прини-
маем заявления со стороны.

– Если бы не это, я бы не смог учиться в университете.



 
 
 

–  Митч улыбнулся, кивнул головой и  продолжал им
подыгрывать.

–  Неужели он будет рассматривать маленькую фирму
в маленьком городе, когда его ждет УоллСтрит?

– Это означало, что наступил тот момент, когда опраши-
ваемый задаст пару разумных вопросов.

– Мне нужно знать примерную сумму, а иначе я, возмож-
но, не поеду в Мемфис.

– Он говорил как человек, которому предлагают работу
три компании

– Он попытался скрыть улыбку, но то было невозможно.
– Они смотрели на него, точно зная, что в уме он все вы-

считывает.
– Для нас дело прежде всего.
– Это просто неслыханно!
– Они пристально смотрели на него, чтобы убедиться, что

он воспринял все это.



 
 
 

 
№6. Fill in the gaps with prepositions

from the list below. owe fees
estate submit on in of with

 

1. Don’t think the manager will approve… your decision.
2. The firm frowns …divorce, drinking and drugs.
3. They deal only with rich clients who pay their healthy…
4. How much money do you… them?
5. Applicants usually… their resumes.
6. The firm is involved in different activities: tax, securities,
real …and banking.
7. How long have you been… the firm?
8. They take pride….paying top dollar to their employees.



 
 
 

 
№7. Give equivalents for the
following words and phrases

 
To  hold a  degree  – темнить  – tuition fee  – top choice  –

in  demand  – преувеличивать  – selective  – широко извест-
ный – текучесть кадров – to keep to a low profile – on occasion
of one’s birthday – cheat on somebody – по требованию – сна-
ряжение – frown on something



 
 
 

 
Конец ознакомительного

фрагмента.
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