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IIpoJor. TéMHast rocnozka

Aurca co CKy4aroIyM BUJOM IOCMOTpeia B OKHO: BETEP JIEHUBO FOH IO HEOY pBaHble TYUKH,
KOTOpble Opocay LIycTpble TEMHbIE TEHU Ha SIPKUE, 3a/IMThIe COJTHEUHBIMHU JTyyamu, nosisd. Ho, ka3a-
JI0Ch, Aaxe oOaKka n30erayiv MporUIbIBaTh HAJl OEJIOCHEKHBIM 3aMKOM, YbH CBEpKAIOIIHE aIMa3HbIe
MUY OCJIETUISUIM TPU KaXOM B3IJIs[e B CTOPOHY oOuTtanuina Kiona.

— YucreHpkuii Bech, — nporunesna Anuca. CiykaHKka, KOTopasi TOMOrasa rocroxe ¢ yTpeHHUM
MaKHsIKEM, B3/IPOTHYJIA, U3 €€ JPOKAIHX MajbleB BhIaja MepiaMyTpoBast KOpoOOUKa M, OCTaBIISIS
3a cOOOI MBUTBHBIH CJIe/1 IyIPbl, TIOKATHIIACH 110 1oTy. — CIIOBHO KX bl A€Hb HATHPAIOT 10 Orecka!
A MPOTUBHO. . .

— I'ocrioxka mpaBa, — NOCMEIIHO NOKJIOHUJIACh cilyxkaHKa. [loATankuBas HOroi OCTaHOBUBILLY-
10cs1 GaHOUKY MOJI CTOJIMK, MOKa AJlMca He 3aMeTuIa €€ OIUIOIIHOCTb, OHA C YyBCTBOM IOBTOPHJIA 32
rOCHOXOU: — A TIPOTUBHO!

Aumica TiIyOOKO B3IOXHYJA, Pe3KO MOJHSIIACh C YEPHOrO OapXaTHOroO Kpecia M MpoIuiach 1o
KOMHaTe, a Cy’KaHKa 3aHepBHMYaJIa eme OoJblle, MbITasiCh BCTAaTh TaK, YTOOBI TOCIOXE HE OBLIO
BUJTHO OAHOYKHM C MyJPO M3 PEIKOro KOPYH/Ia, KOTOPBIN TOOBIBAIOT B €IMHCTBEHHOM Mecte [lasb-
TOHUM. AJKCa PEe3KO OCTAaHOBUJIACH U 33[yMUMBO IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha APOXKAILYIO CIIY)KaHKY, U KOrja Ta
no6eJena oT yxaca, JeHMBO MaxHyJa PyKOW, IPUKa3blBasg OTOMTU K OKHY. JIMIIO IeBYIIKK MOKPHI-
JIOCh KPaCHbIMU ISITHAMH,  YEJTIOCTh 3aTpAciachk. AJuca CJIOXWIA PyKU Ha TPyIU U MEJUIEHHO IpU-
MOfIHsIa OPOBb:

— XBasa TeHu, NOYMBIINI BIACTUTESb OCTABUII MHE B HAC/IEICTBO YEPHBII 3aMOK U €ro OKpecT-
Hocti. OcoOeHHo s GnarogapHa 3a KopHUIIMHCKME KOMH, rie JOOBIBAIOT HAIl 3HAMEHUTHIN YEpHBIN
KkopyH1! — OHa HacMeNUIMBO MOKOCWJIACh Ha JIEBYOHKY — Ta €jBa AbllIIaja OT ykKaca, — U IPUTBOPHO
B3JI0XHYJIa: — AX, MOsI HEXHas1 KOXka. .. COJHIIE TaK BpPeIHO, a 3TOT MPOTUBHBIN besblil 3aMOK CI0BHO
CIIELMAJIBHO OTPaXaeT JIy4du B Moo cTopoHy! CriacaeT Tojbko myapa u3 KopyHaa. Hanoxu emmé onqux
CJIOi, a TO, 60I0Ch, MOIO MACATBHYIO KOXY UCTIOPTHT IIeOSICK Uit 3arap. . .

CiykaHKa 4TO-TO POCUIIENA, JIUIIO €€ MOKPBIIOCh KanebKaMH MoTa. AJiica ¢ yI0BOJIbCTBUEM
HaOJTio/1as1a 32 arOHUeN JIEBYOHKH, Y KOTOPOH el ocTaBasach MpU3payHasl TeHb HaJIekK/1bl, UTO TOC-
MI0Xa He 3aMeTUJIa €€ OIJIOLIHOCTH.

— T'ocrioxa, — BbIIaBUJIA CITy’)KaHKA, HO TYT CHJIbl OCTaBWIIM €€, U JEBYOHKA, 3aKaTHB I1a3a,
MEILKOM CBaJIMJIACh Ha MO

Aunuca 3710 ckpuIHyJia 3y0amu:

— JKankas tBapb! Morna Obl 1 iofosblie mpoaepxkarbes. .. Crpaxal

Bricokue aBepH pacnaxHy/lIuCh, U B IOKOU TOCIOXKH BOPBAJIMCH JIBA PhILIAPS B YEPHBIX JI0CIIE-
xax. AJrca 3aJ[yM4YMBO TIOCMOTpeJa B Y3KyIO Iejb 3a0pajia u, MOMMaB XOJIOAHBIA B3I TEMHBIX
71a3 BOMHA, HAaJIMEHHO YJIBIOHYJIACh: My’KYMHA MTHOBEHHO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY M OITyCTHJICS HA OJTHO
KOJIEHO.

— Jlo camoii cMepTH, — IITyXO MPOU3HEC OH MPUBBIYHBIE CJIOBA KJIATBBL. — YTO MpUKaxeTe, roc-
noxa?

Bropoii cTpax oImycTHII rOJIOBY U, ClielaB ABa Iara Ha3ajl, HeMOABUKHO 3aMep Y JIBEpU.

— [IpuBectu B 4yBcTBO! — AJmrica JIEHMBO B3MAXHYJIa CHHUM ILIEIKOBBIM [UIATOYKOM B CTOPOHY
0ecuyBCTBEHHOM CITy)KaHKH.

Poiiapp mogHsuICs U, IArHyB K CIyXaHKe, MOAXBATUJI €€, [a JITOHbKO BCTPSAXHYI: I'OJI0Ba
e€ MOKayHyJ1ach, MOCIBIIIAJICSA CTOH. BOMH MOCTaBMII JEBYIIKY Ha HOTH U, IPUAEPXKUBas 3a IUIEUH,
KOPOTKO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY:

— T'ocnioka?
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Anrca MATKO Y/IbIOHYJIack OJIeTHOM OT y’Kaca JEBYIIKE W, U3AITHO CKJIOHUBIIINCH, TIOIXBATHIIA
C TOJIa HATIOJIOBMHY OIMYCTEBIIYI0 KOPOOOUKY, U3rOTOBJIEHHYIO M3 LIEJIHOTO NIepiaMyTpa, IOoTpsicia
€€ M 3alyMYMBO [IPOrOBOPUIIA:

— PBIHOYHAs1 CTOMMOCTH IMPOCBHITIAHHOTO paBHa. .. — OHa CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY HAOOK U, TIOCTy4YaB
yKazaTeJIbHBIM TMaJIbIIeM 10 aJibiM T'y0am, MeiJIeHHO Jo0aBuia: — [IpuMepHO. .. TBOSI KU3Hb.

CTpaXHUK MOCIYIIHO CXBAaTWJICS 32 MeY: 3BAKHYJ, BBICKAJIb3bIBask U3 HOXeH, MeTayl1. Ciy-
’KaHKa, K TOpPJTy KOTOPOW BOWMH TMPUCTABUII OCTpHE, OyJIbKHY/IA: POT €€ pacliaxHYJICs, T71a3a BhITy4YH-
JIUCh.

—T'ocnozka, nmomaau! — B3BbIJIa OHA.

Aurca norokasia sI3pIKOM M, TIOCTaBUB KOPOOOYKY Ha CTOJIMK, IPYCTHO CKazaJa:

— Ecimu 681 TH cpa3y npu3Haiach B COACSTHHOM, JIa MOMPOCHIIA TIPOIIEHMS, I, OBITh MOXET, U
nomusioBasia Te0s1. Ho Tl 3atesinia urpy. .. — OHa KECTKO yXMbUIbHYIAach: — M ipourpaa!

B pacnaxHyTbie 1BEpH, IIMPOKO yibOasich, Bouuia Jlopa. [IpurnonHss TskEnble 100KU, BepHast
COBETHHIIA BEXKJIMBO MOKJIOHUIACh AJnce:

— TI'ocrioxa, Thl HE paBa!

AJnvca BCKUHYJIa FOJIOBY U BBICOKOMEPHO CIIPOCHJIA:

— B uém s10?

Jlopa JiykaBo MokocuIach Ha IEBYIIIKY, Ha JIMIe KOTOPOU pacliena poOKasi Haaexa, 1 mosic-
HUJIA:

— Ecnu BocTionb30BaThesl BEIbI0, KOTOpast yrajia, MOXKHO U CAMOMY MacThb. .. ECTh Takas mpu-
meta! Tloatomy, mynpy npuaercss BHIOPOCUTD, a, 3HAUUT, YOBITOK ropas3io Oosnbiire. M 3170 He cum-
Task caMOU KOPOOOUKH U3 pemyaiiiero nepaamyrpa! Bolock, OHOM KU3HU HEAOCTATOUHO. — AJica
HEKHO YJIBIOHY/IACh COBETHHMIIE, a CITy’KaHKa XBaTtajia proM Bo3ayx. Jlopa ke mpomomkana: — [Npuka-
JKeTe IOCTaBUTh B 3aMOK POJICTBEHHUKOB ITPOBUHUBIIENCS, TOCMIOKa?

Anca caenana Buj, 4TO 3a/lyMajiach, a ClIykaHKa 3apblajia B rojoc:

— T'ocnioxa, ormagure! Yoeiite mens! Tonbko meHs. [Toxanyiicta. ..

AJvca 10caJJIuBO CKPUBUJIACK:

— O, Tenn! Kak 6ecut nopocstanii BU3r. .. [IaThaecAT nanaok u BHIOPOCUTH U3 3aMKa!

OHa pa3BepHyJ1ach K CTOJTY M, CXBATHB MepJaMyTPOBYI0 KOPOOOUKY, N30 BCEX CHJT BHIIIIBHIPHYJIA
e€ B OkHO. Jlopa KuBHYy/a CTpaXXHUKaM, U Te, TIOAXBATHUB MOJ PYKU BOIOIIYIO CJTY’KaHKY, BHIBOJIOKJIU
13 TIOKOEB TOCTIOXH, IBEpY OECITyMHO 3aKpbutich. JIopa nogonia Kk Aiuce ¥ Becesio Clipocua:

— Tebe nyune, rocrioxka? Eciu HeT, s1 MOTY TpUKa3aTh MPUCIaTh TeOe eme OnHYy KepTBy?

Anca MeIJIeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA M, OIYCTUBIIKCH B YEPHOE KPECJIO, C HEHABUCTHIO MOCMOTpEIa
Ha beblii 3aMOK:

— Her! MHue ne nyuiie. Cama 3Haelllb, 4TO PUHECET MHE YIOBJIETBOPEHUE. . .

OHa OTKMHYJIaCh Ha CIIUHKY, a Jlopa B3si1a B pyKH HIETKY W MOgHEca e€ K rosioBe TeéMHoi
TOCIIOKHU U MSITKO TPOBeJia Mo OJiecTsIeMy BOAONa Ly 30JI0TUCTHIX, CJIOBHO Cresast MIIeHHIIa, BOJIOC.
Aumca Obl1a 61aroiapHa COBETHHUIIE 3a MOHMMAIOIIEe MOTYaHKE: OHA, He OTPBIBAsI SPOCTHOTO B3MJIsAA
OT CBEpKAIOIIMX IITIJICH, Kycasia ajible TyOBbl.

— Jla, — mporrienitana oHa, — OOJIbIlIe HEBO3MOXKHO KJaTh... § cnenawo 1o cerogs! [pukaxu
noath KapeTy! — ['ocrioxka KpoBoXkaJHO YJIBLIOHYIACh M MpoIHIea: — JIaBHO 51 He pajoBajia BUSUTOM
CBOEr0 BEpHOIO Bpara.

Pyka Jlopsl npornyna, 1 BOpC HIETKM MOLIEKOTaN AJIMCE YXO: FOCNOXKA Pa3IpakxEHHO OTMAX-
Hynach. COBETHUIIA MOCIIEIIHO OTJIOKUIIA PACUECKY U OIYCTUJIACH Mepe]] KpecaoM Ha KoneHu. [loa-
XBaTUB PYKU TOCIIOXKH, OHA MOCMOTpesIa Ha AJIMCY CHU3Y BBEPX U C MPUIbIXaHUEM IMPOroBOpUJIA:

— Heysenu, Thl pemmiach BOCIIONBH30BAThCSI MOPOIITKOM CEBEPHOM BOJIICOHUIIBI?

locnioka menieHHO KMBHYIA, U IEKK JIopbl moOesnesnu:

— A ecim 104 cxsarar? [To3soub, 4 caenaio 310!

Anca KpUBO YCMEXHYJIaCh M Pe3KO BbIpBajia PyKH.
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— Tlocmeelis JIMIIMTL MEHSI TaKOM pajiocTU? — SIPOCTHO CHPOCHJIA OHA M, CKJIOHMBIIUCH K
camomy Jinity Jlopel, mpoiunena: — YI0BOJIbCTBUSI CMOTPETh Ha aroHuio Bpara? CuacTbsi Hacja-
IUTHCA KaKIbIM MITHOBEHUEM ..

Jlopa crpemuTebHO OMYCTUIIACH Ha T10J1, CJIOHSISICh Tepe]l TOCTIOKOM, BO3OMIIIA:

— Ho camoii cmeptu!

AJrca BBIIOXHYJ/IA ¥, OTKUHYBIIIMCh HA CITIMHKY Kpeciia, pacciadieHHO B3JOXHYA:

— XBarut. [Tomaumucek. OcraHennbes B 3aMKE. . .

— Ho rocrnioxa! — Jlopa cxBaTwia ApoalliiMy NajibliaMy TOAOJ IJIaThsl AJUCH U TOTHSLIA
OJ1eJHOE JIUIIO C MOKPBIMU JIOPOKKAMHU OT CJi€3. — [103BOJIb MHE XOTsI ObI COMPOBOXKAATH TeOs!

AJrca OTHSAJIACH W, BHIPBAB MO0 IJIAThs M3 IETKUX MaJbUUKOB COBETHUIIBI, OBICTPO MO0~
nuia K okHy. [IpoTsHyB pyKy, TKHYJIA YKa3aTeJIbHBIM MaJIbLEM C JJIMHHBIM YEPHBIM HOI'TEM B CTOPOHY
3aMKa.

— OHu, — capkacTHMYHO TTPOroBOPHUIIAa OHA, — Tak OosATcs MeHsi! Eciu co MHO# OyaeT XOTh KTO-
TO, JIa)ke BOPOTA MOTYT He OTKPHITh. Permar, 4to Tl — iepeojieTast BoeOHuIa !

locrioka OTKMHYJA TOJIOBY M, 3710 PACXOXOTaBIIMCh, MOCMOTpesna Ha Jlopy: coBeTHHIIA
TUXOHBKO XUXUKHYJIA, HO OECIIOKOMHAs TeHb He TOKH/Iaa e€ CephiX I71a3. AJica OTMaxHY/Iach:

— He cmoTpu Ha MeHs1 clIOBHO OpoinieHHas coOaka. — [TocMoTpesnia B OKHO, M CHHUE T71a3a roc-
MOXU CY3WINCh: — [lopa mpUMeHUTh HOBYIO TAaKTUKY B Halllell cMepTesibHOM urpe... Kioa He oxu-
naet ot MeHs npsivoro xona. [Ipencrass! Eciu s 3asBm0Ch K HeMy O3 MpUIIIAeHns], CKJIOHIOCH B
CMHUPEHHOM TIOKJIOHE U CJIE3HO TIOMPOIITY MHIJIOCTH. .. — AJIMCA eXUIHO YJABIOHY/IACh W TIOMMUTHYJIA
coBeTHULE: — [lymaenb, CBETJIbIi TOCHIONMH CMOXKET YCTOSATh MEPE] UCKPEHHUM pacKassHUEM ?

Jlopa BbITEpIia JIaAOHBIO JIULIO U, ME/JIEHHO TIOAHSIBIIKCH, [IIyX0 MTPOrOBOPHIIA:

— He cmosxker. Xopowio, s BeJII0 HEMEJIEHHO M01aTh KapeTy.

Anmca nmpoBoaWia B3IVISIOM €€ MOHUKINYI0 (bUrypy, Ho comHeHue JIopbl He TOBIUSIIO Ha
PEIMMOCTb FOCTIOKH: OHA JOJKHA MOOSIUTh ceroqHs! YkacHas qara, Ha3HaYeHHAas MOYUBIIIAM BJla-
CTUTEJIEM, CITUIIKOM OU3KO. .. KopoHa He yIIbIBET U3 M3ANIHBIX pyuek TEMHOI rocnoxu!

skkosk

CrpaxHUK pacraxHyJl IBepH KapeTbl, U AJKca, ONUPasiCh Ha MPOTSHYTYIO PYKY, OCTOPOKHO
crycTiiiachk Ha 3eMimio. OHa HEBOJIBHO COIILYPHJIACh OT OCJICTTUTEIbHOTO OJlecka OeJIOCHEKHOTO KaMHS
Y, IPUKPBIBIIUCH MYIITUCTHIM BEEPOM, OCTOPOKHO HampaBuiach kK Bopotam. Kak rocrnoxa u nperio-
Jaraja, HUKTO He MOTPYAWJICS OTKPHITh UX Tiepe/l TOCThel. Anrca 0OepHy/Iach M 3HAKOM MPHKa3aja
CTPXHUKY YIaIUThcs. TOT HeXoTsl 3a0pasics Ha KO3JIbI U, TIONXBATHB BOXKKH, Pa3BEpHYI Kapery,
Y JIMIIb Korja AJivca riepecTtaia CiblaTh NepecTyK KOMbIT, Pa3aasics Js3r 3acoBa, MPUOTKPhUIACH
KaJTuTKa. B mpoéme rocnoxka yBujienna NMpoKo pacriaxHyThIe I71a3a Ha OJIeTHOM JIMIIE TOJICTSAKA: CY/s
IO AJIATIOBATOM pacIiBETKE ero Kam30J1a, 3T0 ObUT MJIAAIINI coOBeTHUK CBETIOro roCroauHa.

Anuca caepkana yXMbUIKY U, TPUJIAB JIMILY BbIpaKeHHEe HEBUHHOTO CMUPEHUSI, CKIIOHWIACh B
HU3KOM TOKJIOHE:

— Munoctu Ceetsioro rocroguisa!

TosCTAK MKHYJT OT HEOKUAAHHOCTU U TIPOCUIIE:

— A 1b1 TOuHO TEMHAas rOCIIONA, a HE TIepeoyieTast BOMIIeOHHIIA?

AJrca MOCTIeNTHO TPUKPBUIA YABIOKY BeepoM: Kak ke TpeicKa3yeMbl 3TH onuiiku! Miaj-
IIero COBETHUKA KTO-TO IEPHYJI 3a IIIUBOPOT, BOPOTA 3aCKPUIIESIN, U CTBOPKU MEIJIEHHO OTBOPHIIUCH.
locrioxa OBICTPBIM B3MJISAJOM OKUHYJIA TPYIITY CTAPIIMX COBETHUKOB B CTPOTMX TEMHBIX KaM30J1ax U
MIPUKYCHJIa HUXKHIOI I'yOy MpH BUJIE CYXOHBKOTO CTapHKa C KUICHBKOH celoi O0poIon.

— Anmca, — poIIaMKasl OH, M TOCHIOKa CKJIOHWJIACh B ellé Ooiee HU3KOM TOKJIoHe. — Kak s
pan BuIeTh TeOs!

Maammii OpaT MOYMBIIETO BJIACTUTENSA, cTapblii POHHM, Bcerga ObUT 10 HEMPHIIMIMS 100D,
payIieH v Mmojciernosar. .. A emié oH ObLT IJITABHBIM M €[JMHCTBEHHBIM €€ Ko3bIpeM B beiom 3amke.

— Mwusioctu CBeTioro rocoivia, — FpOMKO IMOBTOPUJIA OHA.
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— Ilogaumuce, TémHas rocnoxa, — pacTporaHHo npockpurnesn PonHu. — ['ocnoguH oxumaer
TeOs1.

Aurca BHITPSIMIJIACH U, OKMHYB B3IJISIOM CXKABIIMXCS B yKace MOTYATUBBIX COBETHUKOB, CTY-
nuia Ha mopor 3amka. Kazanock, Bce BOKPYT KJaJH, UTO IPSHET IPOM MJIM pacTpecKaeTcst 3eMisl, HO
JIMIIb MSTKO IITYPHIAJIO METKOBOE IJIaThe, Aa IIeIecTesl YEPHBIA Beep U3 MyIIUCTHIX MePheB, KOTO-
pbiM Anrica oOMaxuBaja ce0sl, criacasich OT TOMYAeHHOMW kapbl. PazymeeTcsi, OHa He pUCKHYNA Obl
HapyIIUTh BOMIIEOHOE OXpaHHOE 3aKIMHaHue benoro 3aMka u nmprHecTH ¢ codoi opyxue!

Ponnm pacnaxnyn o0bATHSA, U AJTca TIO3BOJIMJIA CTApOMY O€3[IeTHOMY JSIIIONIKE OOHSTD e€.

— Jlonrux net, — MpoBOPKOBaJIa OHA MPUHsATOE B besioM 3amKe MpUBETCTBUE, U BOKPYT MOCIIbI-
IIJTUCh HEJOBEPUMBBIE MICTIOTKH.

— W Tebe nonrux Jiet, — mpocie3uics CTapuk. BrITep BHIBETIINE 71432 OETOCHEKHBIM I1JTaTOY-
KOM U J0OaBWI: — AX, Kak Tebe uner cuauii 1pet! Thl BeIpocia HacTosien KpacaBuier. .. Kak xe
JaBHO s kJaj 3troro MoMeHTa! Thl, HAKOHElI, pelia CMUPUTBCS C BOJIEW MOYMBIIETO BIACTUTES
u...

— Munoctu CBeTIoro rocrnofvHa, — CKBO3b 3yObl HAIIOMHMIIA AJTica, OIIyIiasi, Kak oT (ab-
IIMBOM YJIBIOKM YK€ CBOAUT HIEKH.

— Ax na! — 3acyeTuIics CTapyK, MOAXBATHJI IUIEMSIHHUILY 32 JIOKOTh U TIOBEN BIOJb HETIO/IBUK-
HOTO psiia COBETHUKOB. — 51 mpoBosky TeOsi! Kak e s1 pajn, 4to Thl omymMasiack, foporas! Hakonen-to
B JlasIbroHMyM BOIIApUT MUP U TIPOLIBETAHME !

Aunuca ynbiGanack, ckaB 3yObl, XOTsI JIEBBIU IJ1a3 e€ Havyas yxe noaepruBarbes. OHa Monmmia
TeHb gaTh il CUJI BBIIEPKATh ITY MHITKY, a MAIbIIAMHU C)KUMaJsla CBOM JIparolieHHBIN Beep, CEKPETHOE
OT/IeJIeHHE B PyUKe KOTOPOTrO B 3TOT JIEHb OTHIOADb He mycToBaso. CTaprk GOpMOTaI O JaBHO yIIIea-
IIMX JTHSX, O BJIaCTUTeNIe, HO AJlca He BCIyIIMBaIach B ero cioa. Kakoe et nesio 1o mMeéprabix? OHa
TOJILKO-TOJIKO COOMpasach HauaTh KUTh. .. Jlo camoii cmeptu!

— Auuca!

Hanpsox€nnbiii ronoc Kitoa Tak v 3BeHesN OT SIPOCTH, a caM OH OBICTPO IIENT UM HABCTPeUy 10
IIIUPOKOMY ITyCTBIHHOMY KOpUAOpY. I'ocroxka Muiio yabIOHy ach: He BbIEPKaJl OKUIAHUS B CBOUX
CBETJIBIX MOKOsIX! AJIHca U3SIIHO MPUCESIa U HU3KO CKJIOHWUJIA TOJIOBY:

— Munoctu Ceetsioro rocriogusa!

— Tol He ipoBeAcIb MeHsl, Aca, — rpo3HO psABKHYI Kioa. — Uto Th 3agymana?

OH 3acTbUI B Mape 11aroB OT He€, ¥ TOCNOXa HATSHYTO Y/BIOHY/IaCh TIPU BUJE €0 HeIOBEpUH-
BOTO B3IVIsiIa: BO3MOXKHO, OyIIeT He TaK YK IPOCTO, Kak OHa Hajesiack... Crapblii POHHU cXBaThm
PYKY ILUIEMSIHHUKA U MTOTPSC €€.

— Toxanyiicra, Kinon! — ymonstiome npotsinyn oH: — He 3a0bIBaii, CKOpo Ha3HaueHHas JaTa.
Haii Anuce mmaHc!

— Jla CKOJIbKO €l MOKHO J1aBaTh IIAHCOB? — MPOpbIYall rocrogvH. — Heyskenu Tl 10 cux mnop
BEpHULlb, 4TO Anuca usmeHutcs? Pounu, nocmotpu Ha Heé! OHa onsATh 3agymaiia ragocts... Ho B
OJTHOM ThI TIpaB — Aata mpuosvkaercs! A 3HAUUT, Ha cell pa3 9To OyAeT ocodast TajIocTh, pa3 rocroxa
cama 3asiBuJiach B besblii 3aMOK.

— JlaBaii mo-xopomiemMy... — He YHUMAJICS CTapuK.

— ITo-xoporemy e€ Hago OpocuTh B TeMHUITY ! — He oTcTynan Knoa. — A Kitou notepsiTh. . .

— Bonst TBOS1, rocrofyH, — BHOBb CKJIOHWJIACh B CMUPEHHOM TIOKJIOHe Autnca. — Ho niepen Tem
KaK 51 OKaXyCh B TEMHHUIIE, MHE XOTEJIOCh ObI €IlI€ XOTh pa3 MOTHATHCS HAa OIHY M3 BBICOKUX OallleH
Benoro 3amka, BCIOMHHUTB OEClieuHOe JISTCTBO U MOMI000BATHCS BEUKOJICTHBIM BUIOM Ha [lanmbro-
HUIO. ..

Ponnu cknonmscs nepen xmypsim Kiomom:

— DTO HEBUHHOE KeJlaHue, U Thl MOXEIllb €ro UCTIONHUTD, TocnogrH. Ho, eciii npukaxensp, s
caMm IpOBOXY AJUCY...
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— Her! — cnasicsa Knoa. — Tel He Beiaepuiiib moabéma. — OH MpayHO OCMOTpeE Ha AJIUCY U,
3aJI0KMB PYKH 32 CIIMHY, CJIOBHO BCEM TEJIOM BBIKa3bIBasi CBOE HeIOBEpHE, CypoBO KUBHYI: — Crieyit
3a MHOU, TémHas rocnoxa!

Aunuca, mpunoaHsB TSKEbIE I0O0KH, Toctiena 3a Kiiogom: apixanue e€ ckopo cOunock, a 1o
CIIMHE TIOKATUJICSA TIOT, HO OHA HE MOIJIA CAAThCS TaK MPOCTO.

— Th1 He BepuIlb MHE, — POrOBOPHMIIA OHA, Koraa Kiox crerka 3agepskaics y TSOKENOM ABEpH,
Belyliel B OalmHio, — a 3psa! S ucKkpeHHe kesai MOMUPHUTHLCS ¢ TOOOH. . .

Kron pacxoxotasicst ¥ OKayasl roloBOM TakK, YTO TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI €T0 YAy Ha JI00.

— Thl ¥ UCKPEHHOCTb — AHTOHMMBI! — XOJIOTHO TPOU3HEC OH. — 3HAM, s1 HU HA MUHYTY HE yTpauy
O6murtenbHOCTH J10. .. Kak roBoputcs B Uépaom 3amke? Ax na! Jlo camoit cmept!

— Tak HeHaBuaMIIbL MEHA? — C IPUTBOPHOM T'PYCTHIO B3AOXHYJIA AJTHCA.

Kion yemexnyiics:

— Iomnaraio, Tel HEHABUIMIIIB MEHS TOPa3a0 OOJIbIIIe.

He noxupasce orBeTa, OH NMPUHSUICS TOJHMMATHCS O BUTHEBATOM JIECTHHIIE U OBICTPO
CKpBUICS 32 MOBOPOTOM, a AusiMca Opocuiach CiieioM, cTapasch He ymyctuth Kioma w3 Bumy.
CryneHbku Oeskaau BBEpX, T0JIOBa yke HEMHOTO 3aKpYKHJIach, HO TOCHOXA YIPSIMO MPOAOIKAa
MOIBEM: B OAIITHY BXOXKHU JIUIIIb OJ1aropoiHbIe TOCHONA, ¥ HUKTO He IIOMEIIAET el OCYIIeCTBUTh KOBap-
HBIN TU1aH!

Koraa noiyTeMy JIeCTHHIIB TPOH3WIIM JIy4H, TAJAIONIAE C OTKPHITOH TUIOMAAKKA HA BEpPIIMHE
OallHM, TOCTIOXa aKKypaTHO MOIIENIIa JOIIEYKY Ha pydKe Beepa, BCKpbUIa MOTaHOE OT/Ie/ICHUE U
OCTOPOXHO BBITAIIIMJIA TPOIOITOBATHIA MY3bIPEK C S0BUTO-KENTHIM MOPOIIIKOM.

KJon Beimien Ha CBeT H, pa3Be/isi pyKU B CTOPOHBI, MOBEPHYIICS K AJtce:

— Hy Bot, Mmoxerns Hacnaxaatbes Buom! Tonbko Henonro. He xody ObITh ¢ TOOOU HU eIMHOM
JIMIITHEH MUHYTHI. — ['ocTioxka uckpeHne yipionynack Koy, 1 ToT, ypoHUB pyku, Haxmypuiicst: — OT
TAKOW YJIBIOKM Y MEHSl MypaIllKy 1o Bcemy Teny... Urto ke Tol 3agymana? Copocuts Mensi? Cama
3Haellb, 4TO s cuibHee. OTpaBuTh? S1 C TOro MamMsATHOrO JHS HUYETo He MbI0 U He éM B TBOEM 00IIle-
ctBe. 3aKkoyoTh? — OH BBIPA3UTEILHO OCMOTPEJI TOCMIOXKY C TOJIOBHI I0 HOT: — DTO €IMHCTBEHHOE, UYTO
npuxoauT B ronoBy. Heyxenn, Tebe yaanock oOMaHyTh OXpaHHOE 3akisitie benoro 3amka u mpo-
HecTH opyxue? Bugarh, cyxu 0 TOM, 4TO ThI TUIEHUJIA CEBEPHYIO BOJILICOHMITY, TPAaBAUBHL. .. OHa
HayuusIa Te0si, Kak OOOWTH 3aKJIMHAHUS I0KHOTO BOJIIEOHUKA, Tak? U riie Thl mpsJenis KuH)an?
[Mox 106k0ii? B kopcete? — OH OMycTWII I71a3a Ha MYIIUCTBHIN Beep W MOHUMAOIIIe YIbIOHYIcs: — Hy-
Ka, Jai MHE 3TO!

Aunuca ynpIOHyIach elg nmpe U MpOTsSIHYA FOCTIOANHY Beep, ¥ MOKa TOT KPYTHJI €T0 B pyKax,
OCTOPOXHO OTKyropuia my3sipék. Korma Kiox oGHapyxui mycroe yrimyOneHue, oHa yke BbIChITIasa
SIIOBUTBHII TTOPOLLIOK HA CBOIO JIaJJ0OHb.

— He yragan! — topxectByloie KpukHy/1a oHa. — Heyxenmu, TémHas rocnoxa Oyaer mMapatb
pyku kpoBbio? Her! BmecTo aToro st otnpapiio Te0si Tak Jajieko, T7ie HUKTO HUKoraa He Obit... U
Jaxke CMepTh TeOe MOKaXeTCsl JIETKOU MPOTYJIKOW TI0 CPAaBHEHUIO C 3TUM!

Knon 3amep, He cBO/IsSI HACTOPOKEHHOTO B3IJIsIa C TIOPOIIKA Ha JIQJOHU TOCTIOXH, a AJmca
TMIOJIHEC/IA PYKY KO PTY M JIyHYJIa M30 BCEX CHJI, TIOPOIIOK B3METHYJICs B Bo3ayX. Ho TyT B o eit
yZIapwl TIOPBIB BETPa, U SIOBUTO-KENTOE 00J1aK0, TaK U He JocTUrHYB Kitona, BepHynock k TéMHOI
TOCIIOXE U TOJTHOCTBIO OKYTaJIo e€ (purypy.

AJvca BCKpUKHYIA, Mepe]l Ila3aMy Y He€ MOTUIbLT TYMaH, a CepIile CKaJoch OT yKaca.

— Her! Dtoro He MoxeT ObITh. .. Tak HeYeCTHO!

Mup noTeMHesn Tak OBICTPO, CIOBHO BpeMsl YCKOPWJIO CBOM Oer. A MOTOM HOYb CMEHU-
Jach THEM, M CHOBA HACTYTIIIA TeMeHb. .. CeT. TeHnb. OHM cMeHsH IpyT apyra BcE ObicTpee 1 ObICT-
pee. I B kakoi-To MOMEHT AJHca repectajia 0CO3HaBaTh pa3HUILy. A MOTOM OHA yrajia B HUYTO. ..
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I'naBa 1. Hajo 0b110 HAyYnThCs NMJ1aBaTh!

— Amuca! Ecnu 1ol ceifuac jxe He OTOPBEIIb CBOIO 33/THUILY OT CTYJI, 51 BHIPYOIo nHeT!

OT 371010 OKpUKa MaTepy B pyKax APOTrHY/A MBIIIKA, PULIE] COMJICS, BBIMYILEHHBII CHapsa
OTKJIOHWJICS OT BPAXKECKOTI'O TAHKA U MOPA3UJI COI03HUKA. AJIca BbIPyrajach BIIOJT0I0Ca U, MOTy4rB
B YaTe BUPTYAJIHHO I10 IlIee OT IPYTHX YYaCTHUKOB KOMaH/Ibl, TOPOILJIMBO BHIIILIA U3 UTPI. [Toyx 6okoM,
TIOJIOXKMB HOC €l Ha KoJieHH, crial Tuiika. He xenas 6eciokouTs iooumIa, Ajnca, OCTOPOKHO IPU-
AepkuBasi MOpIy coOaKkH, BHICKOJIB3HYJIA U3 KOMITBIOTEPHOTo Kpecia. THIKa, JTMIIMBIINCE TEMLIBIX
KOJICHEH, He CHJIbHO PACCTPOMJICS: JICHUBO MOTSIHYJICS U, CBEPHYBILKCH KJTyOOYKOM, BHOBb IIPHKPBLT
BEKHU.

Auica, HETOBOJIBHO TOMAst, TPOIILIA HA KyXHIO M TUTIOXHY/Iach Ha 0OOpaHHBIN TaOyperT.

— U Hedero Ha MeH$ BOJIKOM CMOTpETb, — ITpoBopyaia MaTb. CyHyJla B pyKy JOYEpU BHIKY U
MIOCTaBUJIA MIepe]] HOCOM TapesKy ¢ MakapoHaMu: — Ec/ii MOCTOSIHHO MAJIMTBCS B KOMIBIOTEP, I71a3a
KBaJPaTHBIMU CTaHYT!

Auuca poCTHO BOH3MJIA BUJIKY B COCUCKY U IIPUBBIYHO OTPBI3HYJIACH:

— He cranyr!

Marb nogxasia ryobl ¥ OTBEPHYJIACh K MOMKE: TIOCIIBIIIAJICS 3BOH TOCY/BI U ILIEJIECT JIbIOLIEHCS
BO/IbI.

— Jlyuie 6b1 MaTepy MOMOIJIA, pa3 BpeMEHH MOJTHO, — Hy/IHO Bopuasia Mama. — Vi moexasna Obt
Kyna-HUOYAb. .. [To3Hakomumnack Obl ¢ KeM. Jlpyrue, BOH, 3aMyX BBIXOIST, a 3Ta BCE B KOMIIbIOTEPE
BucuT! Yem 311 urpsl Tak xoporu? CUAUT-CUIUT. .. 33/IHULIA TOJIbKO pacTeT! CKOpo B ABEPh OOKOM
OylieT IpOXOAUTb. ..

Aunuca noaaBuiiach COCUCKOM U, 3710 IIBBIPHYB BUJIKY B TapesiKy, HOJICKoumIa ¢ Mecta. Marb
MOKOCHJIACh U YIPIOMO CITPOCHJIA!

— Yero He emib?

— Cnacu6o! — enBa ciepxuBas cnésbl, psaBkHyna Ajuca. — Coita o ropio! Iloiny, mporyns-
I0Ch. ..

OHa TOpPOIUIMBO BBIILIA C KyXOHBKH, YTOObl HE HArOBOPUTb MATE€pPU TOTO, U3-32 YEro MOTOM
OyZeT CTBITHO.

— U xneba kymu! — KpUKHYyJIa MaTh.

Aunuca nopxsaTuiia NOTEPTHIA JUKUHCOBBIN PIOK3aK U, CYHYB CTOIBl B PACTOINTAHHbIE IIIIENKHY,
TOJIKHYJIA BXOAHYIO JBepb. CUPOTIIMBO 3BAKHY/IM KJIIOUH, MOABE3/ 00Jall MPOXJIAJAHBIM BO3AYXOM.
Auica 3710 XJIOTHYJa IBEPBIO, TOPOILTMBO cOexkalia Mo CTyNeHbKaM M BhICKOuMIa Ha ymuity. C yro-
BOJIbCTBUEM BJJOXHYB apOMar TPaBbl M HAPETOro acasbTa, MOCHENINIa B CTOPOHY PEeKH.

Ha ckameeuke cuzenu Be MOXUiIble COCEIKU, AJrca MMO3/IHO 3aMETHJIA UX U, YHBUIO OITYCTHB
Tr0JIOBY, IOTOMNAJIa MUMO:

— 3npacere!

— Yro 3a «31packTe»? — BOBMYTUJIACh OJIHA U3 HUX, U AJIMCa, BXaB I'OJIOBY B IUIEUH, YCKOPUIIA
mar. — Cpasy BUJIHO, BOCIIUTaHUS] HUKAKOTO!

— Ara, — ¢ yI0BOJILCTBMEM BTOpUJIA €l Tollas crapyxa: — MaTb-OJMHOYKA HE MOKET BOCIIUTAaTh
noub! Kto x pemuéM-To nopots Oynetr? Bot u Bbipocia. ..

— I'nanp! — opasia nepBas Tak, yTo Asrca BCE el€ CIbllaja, XOTs OTOILIA YK Ha MPHIIMYHOE
paccrosiHue. — UTo Ha Hell HaZleTo. ..

— Cpamora!

— Takoe TONBKO XyJUraHsl HOCAT!

— IIpaBna TBosA, HukuuuiHa! Te, uyTo B nojBasie necHU CBOU /bSIBOJIbCKUE PAcHeBaloT. . .

Aummca cxana 3yObl ¥, BOTKHYB HayIIHUKH, BKJTIOUMJIa CBEXKYIO MOAOOPKY poka. badku emg
J0Jro He YUMYTCS M, caMOe MPOTUBHOE, YTO MX KPUKH CIIBIIIHO BO BCEM JOME... KOHEUYHO, Mama
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TOXE He ocTaHercsi B HeBeleHMH. Ho, Kak Bcerga, mpoOMOMYUT. AJiMca TOPbKO YJIBIOHY/IACh U IO
TOOUMYI0 MY3BIKY TIOIIA 10 HabepeKHOM.

Opexna. .. Bor npuBsizamvics! Maiika ¢ CHIMBOJIMKOM JTIOOMMOM T'PYIIIBI MOJUHSIA ¥ HEMHOTO
pacTsHynach, HO OblJIa YUCTOM M aKKYpaTHO BBIIIAKEHHOW, a pBaHbIe HKUHCOBBIE INOPTHI... Tak
9T0 cTWIb Takoi! Yto 3t koménku monnmMarot! Ho kak Obl HU yOesxaana ceOsi, ropedb He MPOXO-
nuta. Beerpa tak! Anrca o0oxasa )XUBOTHBIX, TalllMIa JOMOR O€3J0MHBIX KOIIIEK, JIeUria OOJIBHBIX
coOak... A BOT C JIIOABMH KaK-TO HE 3aJIaIWJIOCh. AJIMCa HEPBHO MpPOBEJa BCIOTEBIIEH JIaJOHbIO
10 BEIOPUTOMY BHCKY, B3bEPOIIINJIAa BOJIOCH Ha 3aTHUIKE U CBEPHYJIA K SIPKO-OPAHKEBOMY 3[aHHIO C
M300pakeHrneM KU3HEPAJIOCTHOTO TOJICTSAKA.

Bynounas Obl1a MycTOM, M JIMIIb pa3MOPEHHAsI MPOJABIIUIIA OMUPAJIACH IUKAPHBIM OI0CTOM
Ha OeJIOCHEKHbIN MPUJIABOK. AJIHca C YJOBOJILCTBUEM BIOXHYJIA apOMAT CBEXKel BBHITIEYKHN U KUHYJIA
B PIOK3aK mapy 6aTOHOB. B kMBOTe 3aypuano, U Ajuca HarHyJsa eme MupoxoK ¢ KarmycTtoi. Pacrua-
THBIIKCh, OHA TIPEIOCTABIIIA TIPOAABIIMITY JIOOMMON CHecTe U rolnaraia gassiie. JloMoil Bo3Bpa-
IIaThCS HE XOTEJIOCh, — MaTh TaK M Oy/IeT BOPYATh, JIa U CO CBAPIMBLIMU 0aOKaMy BHOBb BCTPEUaThCS
HE XOTeJoCh, — U AJiica mprcesia B TeHU PacKUIUCTOro jiepeBa. Kys MUPOXOK, OHA JOOOBAJIACh
CBEpKAIOIIMMU OIMKaMH Ha BOJIE. . .

TyT 4TO-TO MEJILKHYJIO B TTyOuHe, U cepiiie Asmch 3amepro. [Tomepemntmiocs? Ha moBepxHo-
CTH PeKM MEJJICHHO Pacro3aoch KENTOe MATHO, a B BOJIE TIOKA3AJIOCh JIMIO B 0OpaMJIeHUH [JTHH-
HBIX BOJIOC. AJiica BCKOUYMJIA U IIarHYJ/Ia B BOAY, BCMaTpuBasich B BOJHbL. TouyHno! Tam aeBynika. ..

— ITomorwurte, — UCIyraHHO MUCKHYJA AJrica 1 OECTIIOMOIITHO OrJisiaenach: — JleByika ToHer!

Ho BOKpyr, Kak Ha3JI0, HUKOTO He ObUIO. AJMca HEPBHO IIArHy/a BIEPE U, OKa3aBIIUCh T10
KOJIEHO B BOJIE, OLIYTHJIa KaK ILIEI0 CKOBAJIO XOJIOIOM: TaK U HE HAyUMBLINCH I1J1aBaTh, OHA OTYASHHO
6osutack TyouHbl. Cepiiie 3aK0I0TUIIOCh, U CTAJIO TPYAHO JbIIATh. AJMCa MPOKANUISIIACh ¥ KPUK-
HYJIa U30 BCEX CHIL:

— Ilomorure! Yenosek ToHeT!

Bokpyr cTosiia TUIIMHA: TUIIB IeOeTa Iy NTaxy B KycTax, 1a JOHOCHJICS I'YJI C AaIEKOU TPACCHI.
Aunmca o6xBaTuIa JIAJOHIMU Topsiiiee JMIO U BHOBb BIVIs/IENIach B BOIY: Ila3a TOHYIIEW AEBYIIKH
ObLTM pacniaxHyTHI. .. [Toxoxke, oHa yxe 3axieOHyack. YMepina? Koxy Ha rojoBe AJMCHI CTSHYJIO OT
ykaca. MoxeT, HeCUaCTHYIO ell€ MOXXHO cnacTi? B 11kosie ux y4usM JesiaTb UCKYCCTBEHHOE JbIXa-
HUE. ..

C10BHO BO CHE OHa cJiesiana Iiar, BTOpod U, OKa3aBLIKMCh I10 MOsC B BOJE, MPOTSIHYJIA PYKH,
IBITAsICh CXBATUTh BOJIOCHI HE3HAKOMKH, HO T€ BEPTKHMMH YKaMU BBICKAJIB3BIBAIA U3 JpOKALUX
nasblieB. CyIopoXXHO BIOXHYB, AJKca MarHy/ia eme riyoxe: Boa Iuieckaiach y ropia, U OT yxaca
rymeno B yiiax. Kazanocsk, yaanock noimMaTh Npsifp. . .

BuezanHo Anmca ynuia o Boay, M cepiue €€ 3amepiio. BoKpyr Jidib gpoxkasia XOJIoaHast
ryJKas MIja, a nepej miazamu Mejbkauu my3blpd. Hukakoil neBymiku Asuca tenepb He BUIENA,
BO3MOXHO, Ta €i1 POCTO IpUMepeIniack. .. I'onoBy Hanekno? Kakas tenepp pasnuna?! Ona cama
TOHET. ..

Aunca mpITanach TPecTH, HO JIMINb OECHOMOIIHO OapaxTajach Ha MecTe: MaHWKa CXKUMalia
ropJio, a TpyAb ropesia OT cra3MoB. B ronose Ouiack quKas MbIC/b, YTO XJieO B PIOK3aKke HAMOKHET
U UCTopTUTCS. AJlMCa He BbIAEpKala U BIOXHYJIA, BOJA 3allOJIHWIIA POT, a Nepes Ila3aMu MOIUIbUIN
Kkpyru. CBeT CMEHSUJICS TeHBIO, BCIIBIIIIKY CTAHOBIJTUCH BCE OBICTpee U ObICTpee. .. ITO U eCTh CMepTh?
Annca 3aKMypHIIach OT yKaca.

— Auuca?

OmHa B3JpOrHy/a W, pacraxHyB IJia3a, CyIopokHO BAOXHYa. C:xumasi 00eMMU pyKaMu ropiio,
UCIIyTaHHO OCMOTpeJIach M, UIypsiCh OT SIPKOTO CBETA, OCTAHOBUJIA B3IJISAJ HA MYKUMHE, CKJIOHMB-
1iemMcs HaJl Hell.

— Yt0 310 OBUIO? — CYpPOBO CIPOCHII OH. — YUTO 32 TOPOITIOK ?

11
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Anuca, 1poxka BCeM TEJIOM, MPUIOJHSAIACh M MOIBITAIACh TPOM3HECTH XOTh YTO-TO, HO U3
ropia pasjaics Juib xpurl. OHa 3aKkaluisiach 1, NpukuMas JagoHb KO PTy, IOCMOTpea Ha oclie-
nUTeNIbHO-0ebIi nosl. [lepeBena B3misig Ha MyXXYMHY B CTADMHHOM O€JIOCHEKHOM Kam30J1e U Mpo-
curena:

— INopormok?..

Ona HEeBOJILHO OTMETHJIA, YTO HE3HAKOMEIl HEBEPOSTHO KPAcHB: rOJIyOble I71a3a Ka3aluch el
sipye Ha (poHe UIMHHBIX TEMHBIX Bosoc. Illupokue mieun, JyiMHHbIE HOTU... OH CIOBHO HPUILEN
u3 pa"TacTrueckoro cHa. Mosker, 31o anren? Ona ke yToHyaa! A 3TOT OeJJOCHEKHBI MUP U €CTh
3arpoOHbI. TOMBKO HEMOHITHO, O KAKOM TOPOIIIKE TOJIKYeT KPacaBuuK ?

— Tol mbITasTach OTPAaBUTH MeHs! — OOBUHIJI MYK4YMHA, ¥ AJTFCa B3IPOTHY/Ia. A HE3HAKOMeEI]
OUHUYHO I[O6aBI/IJIZ —Tor HHUKOIJa HE U3MCHUIIIBCA.

OH B3J0XHYJ U, MOAXBATUB AJMCY Ha pyKH, oaHsics. Cepaue MpoIycTuio yaap, AbIXaHue
NepexBaTUIIO: €€ BIIEPBbIE HECIN HA pyKax ! AHres pacraxHy/1 HOroi 1Bepb, U OHU OKa3aJIUCh B MONY-
ThMe. HezHakomell He cMoTpent Ha AJHCy, OHA e He OTpbIBajla BOCTOPKEHHOTO B3IJISIIA OT €ro BbICO-
KHX CKyJI 1 nipsimoro Hoca. Camo cosepieHcTBo! Eciti 310 cMepTh, TO OHa coriacHa. . .

OHM 0110 CITyCKaJINCh, U TOJIOBA HEMHOT'O 3aKPYKUJIACh, XJIOMHYJIA TSKENast JBEPh, U AJuca
BHOBb COIIYpWJIaCh OT SIPKOTO CBETA.

— Yrto cy4nioch, TOCTIONUH? — MPOCKPUIIEI CTAPUECKUiA TosIoc. — YTO ¢ rocroxkom ?

— Hanmana Ha MeHs, — ycMexHyJIcsl TEMHOBOJIOCHIH KpacaBell, — HO IocTpagaiia cama. — M Kpuk-
HYJ Tak, 4yTo Asnca B3aporuyia: — Ctpaxa!

Oma orryTunia, Kak oH yOopas ofHy pyKY, TeJo e€ OIyCTUIIOCh, U CTOIbI KOCHY/IMCH Tosna. [pu-
aepxkuBasi AJMCY APYrofl pyKOW, My)XYMHA MOCMOTpeEN MOBepX e€ rojioBel. Ajrica 0OepHynach, U
YeJoCTh €€ OTBUCTIA TIPU BUJIE HECKOJIBKUX phIlIapell B cepeOpUCThIX Jocrexax. Te 3acThuii B mape
1I1aroB OT IOCTOMHA, U KPACABYMK BIPYT TOJIKHYJI €€ K HAM:

— B remuuny!

Auca ynana Ha KOJIEHU Y UCITyTaHHO OOEpHY/ach, HO MY)KYMHA YK€ yAAJIsUICs, a Tiepes He
CKJIOHHUJICS CEICHbKUI CTAPUYOK B TEMHOU OJICKIE.

— Ilpoctn, Anuca, — mpocToHall OH. — §I HU4Yero He mMory crenars! Thl cama BUHOBaTA. ..

— 41?7 — pactepsiHHO niepecpocuia oHa: — A B UéM BUHOBaTa?

Ho tot y:xe nocnemnmin cieiom 3a rocnoquHoM. Pazfasics as3r Metauia, v npeariedbst AJUchl
CJIOBHO C3KaJIM TUCKaMM, — OfIH U3 CTPAKHUKOB MOAHSI €€ U 3aCTaBUJI BCTaTh HA HOTU. AJtca 3aBO-
POXKEHHO IMOJYNHHNJIACH, YBJICKACMaA UM, a HOI'M IIyTAJIMChb B JJIMHHBIX TSKETTBIX IO6KaX U 110 CIIMHE
KaTWJIMCh KaIuli X0JogHoro nota. Heysxenu, ona nonana B mponuioe? YTo-T1o mogodHoe oHa BHea
B KMHO... Ho 1 B caMOM cTpaliHOM Kollmape MpeAcTaBUTh HE MOIVIA, YTO 3TO MOXKET CIIyUUThCS C
Hell camoM.

—I'ne 517 — HepBHO crpocuiia OHa.

— B benom 3amke, rocnoxa, — BEKJIMBO OTBETUJI CTPAKHUK.

IMopbonpénnas, Anuca cnadbo yaplOHYIaCh U YTOUHUIIA:

— A rje HaXxouTCs 3TOT 3aMOK ?

— B Jlansronuu, rocroxa.

— A kakoit Bek? ['on?.. — CTpakHUK ITpoMoITJat, M AJrica 3arjisiHyJa B IelTb 3a0paJa, MeITasch
MoiMarth B3IJIsi/1 yesioBeka. — ’Kapko Bam, HaepHoe. CHumMuTe 310! IloroBopum no-HopMaabHOMY. . .

Ho otBera cHOBa He AOXAaiach W MOHYPO OIMYCTWIA TOJOBY. [IJTMHHOE TIaThe, HEYJOOHBIN
KOPCET, pbILIAPCKUE JI0CTIEXU. .. BO3MOXXHO, OHa 1omnaja B CpeIHeBEKOBbe. TOT KpacaB4MK roBOPUII,
YTO OHA MbITANACh €r0 OTPABUTh, U TETIEPb €€ BeAyT B MOJ3EMeNIbe. .. AJica 3aMepiia OT yxaca, —
OTpaBUTH?! — a CTPAKHUK MPAKTUIESCKU TIOTATHI €€ 32 COOOH.

A 4ro, ecnu €€ OyyT NbITaTh? B mamMsATH BCIIBUIM KAPTUHKY U3 Y4€OHUKA IO UCTOPUH, HA KOTO-
PbIX OBUTH M300pakeHbl OPYHs MBITOK, M BO PTY BHE3AITHO pa3iniach ropeub. AjMca eiBa OCO3Ha-
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BaJIa, YTO MPOUCXOIUT, CIIOTHIKAsICh HA OECKOHEYHBIX CTYNEHBbKAX, OHA TOTOBWJIACH K CAMOMY XY[I-
memy. Yk Jiydiie Obl oHa yToHyJa!

CKpuIHYJIM HECMa3aHHBIE TIETJIM, M CTPAKHUK BTOJKHYN €€ BHYTPb, JIBEPb 3aXJIOMHYJACh,
3acKpekeTas 3aMOK, a AJica UCITyTaHHO OIVIsiiesia IPOCTOPHOE CBETJIOE MIOMEILEHNE.

— YT0-TO HE OYEHB MOXOKE Ha TEMHHMILY, — IPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA, PA3IJIsIbIBAsI 3aTEHIMBbIE roOe-
JIeHBI Ha OEJTOCHEKHBIX CTEHAX.

[Tpomuiack Mo BETaCTOMY KOBPY ¥ OCTOPOKHO TpHCesia Ha KpaelleK OrpOMHOM KPOBATH, yKpa-
[IEHHOW TSUKENBIMU OalJaXMHAMHU ¥ MHOTOUYMCIICHHBIMH KUCTSIMH. B3IJIsi CKOJTB3HY K IUPOKOMY
OKHY: AJlHca MMOAHSIIACH U, MPUOIM3UBIINCH, TPUKAIACH JIOOM K pa3ropsYEHHOMY Ha COJHIIE JKeJle3y
KOBaHOU PELIETKMU.

Tawm, nanexko BHU3Y, 3eJIeHEN MYJIbTSAITHBIMU OTTEHKAMHU IIUPOKHE OIS, @ Ha BBICOKOM CKasie
BO3BBIIIAJICS BEJIMYECTBEHHBI YEPHBINA 3aMOK, TTOXOKUN HA OTPOMHYIO YPOJUIUBYIO KOPOHY.

AJca U3yMIIEHHO ITpoLIeNTaa:

— Cxomuna, IoHUMaeIIb, 32 XJIEOYIITKOM. . .

keksk

— Auuca!

lonoc marepu craHOBUJICS BCE CTPOsKE, HO IOAHATHCS He nomy4daiock. la uro tam! Jlaxe mpo-
CTO BEKM HEBO3MOKHO pa3jienuTh. AJFica YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO HEJENI0 He CMBbIKAasl IJ1a3
Y He OTBJIEKasCh Ha TIIYNOCTH TUIA €[Ibl U TyaJleTa, Cpakajach B OHJIAH-UTpe, U Tenepb BbIKATa,
CJIOBHO TIOOMK M3-T1071 MaiioHe3a. He yesoBek, a MsATast I1acTuKoBast OaHOUKa. . .

— Amuca! Bcé, s BpiOpory poytep! MHe octouepTtes TBOM MOCHIENKH. .. Jla s1 Oonble HU
KOTEHKM He 3ariady 3a uHeT! M Bce TBOM HIHYPHI MOPEXKY... A MbIIb OTAaM THIIKe, MyCTh CIPbI-
3ét! Tamu cBolo ToncTyo 3aaHuIy B ¢onp 3aHsToctu! U 3a0yap cBou myparikue meutsl! Tlponait
rutapy... Hukakux pok-rpynm! Xots yoopuuiiei, HO uau padoTaTh. . .

Anvca Wb CTOHATAa W MeTaJach Ha BJAXKHBIX MPOCTBIHSX, OUIyINAsl AMKYIO, CJIOBHO OT
Oo0Je3HH, JIOMOTY BO BCEM Terte. .. Moxer, y He€ rpunm! A math opéTr. BoT Tak Bceraa, He pa3oOpas-
IIKCh, OOBMHSET 0Yb BO Bcex rpexax. Korma ke ona ycnena 3adonets? O! Tak oHa He yTOHyIIa, a
JMIIb HaxJiebaiach BOJIBI, TUTIOC TIEPEOXJIAkKICHHE, TOTOMY OO0JIb U TIOBBIILIEHHOE TIOTOOTACIEHHE. A
e Open! 3aMKu, pelllapd, TEMHUIIA. . .

— Auuca!

OHa pe3ko BJOXHYJIa U, MPUXKKUMasi pyKU B TPy, cesia Ha noctenu. [lepen miazamu Bcé pac-
TUTBIBAJIOCH, IIBETHBIE MATHA HUKAK HE XOTEJIM CKJIAbIBATHCS B IIETbHYIO KapTHHY.

— Ox, HaKOHell, — B3BOJIHOBAHHO MPOIIENTAaT KTO-TO psAAOM. — f yKe momymaa, 9to Thl 3a00-
nena!

— Tak 51 u 3a06071ena, — xpuruio otBeTwia Anuca. OHa OIIyTHIA Ha TUIeYe TPOXJIaJHYI0 PYKY
M cxXBaTwiach 3a He€: — Mama, s Huvero He Buky! Kakercs, y meHs temneparypa... W ropio
6ommt. Mepermurcest Besikoe, KyTb! XoTs. .. aHres 6pu1 xopor! Ho moToM MeHsI CXBaTHIIU HACTOSIIITHE
phILIapH. .. HAaCcTOsAIIME BexkJMBbIe phillapu! OX, Kak rosnoBa 6omut! [laii 1ekapcTBo. .. MOKET, Bpadya
BbI3BaTh? Mama, Hy 4TO Thl MOJYMILB?

— O, Tensn! Kaxercs, rocnoxa cornuia ¢ yma. . .

lomoc pporHysn, W HacTynmwia TUIIMHA. AJica 32XKMYypHJIach U, TOTEPEB TOpsIIve BeKH,
IIypsCh, MOCMOTpesia Ha MaTh. Ho miepes Hell cuiena goHeb3s1 OnetHast He3HaKOMasi JKEHIIUHA Yy Th
cTapiie JBaaaTyi. BeITapaiye cepple 11a3a 1 3aTauB JbIXaHue, OHA MPUKUMaJIa K Ty0aM IuiaTovex.
Aurca orycTuia 171a3a Ha TbIITHbIE 00K, OCMOTpesia Oesble CTEHBI U TSKENIO B3IOXHYJIA:

— 4 BcE emE B Opemy. Mama, eciiv Thl CIIBIIIMIID MEHsI, BHI30BH, HAKOHeIl, ckopyio! Korma xe
3aKOHYATCS 9TH CTpaHHbIe TMIOKU? CKOJIBKO emié 9To OyIeT MpoaoKaThCs ?

JKenmmHa ¢ cepbiMU I1a3aMu yriajia Ha KOJIEHH U, 3aJIOMHUB PYKH, B3BbLIA:

— Ho camotii cmeptu!

Aunuca B3pOorHyia v BeITEpiIa MOT O JI0a:
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— He xotenock Obl1... OX, 51 Bcst MOKpasi! Y MeHsI TOYHO Kap.

—T'ocnoxa? — JKeHIuHa yMosIiolie CIoKuiIa JaJJoHu, U AJuca ¢ yauBJIEHUEM 3aMeTrIa, Kak
U3 171a3 €€ MOKATUJIMCh CBEPKAIOIIME FOPOIIMHBI CliE3: — UTo mpounsonuio? ITo ke u3-3a MOpoIIKa
ceBepHol BomieOHuIbI? OH emié ocrasncsa? [aii mue! [To3Bois MHe ymepeTh ¢ TOOOi!

AJtvca B3pOrHyJa.

— [Nopomok? Tot napeHs TOke TOBOPUJI YTO-TO MPO MOPOIIOK. . . YTO XOTb 3a Noporok ? 51 uro,
JEUCTBUTEIIHHO MbITAJIACh OTPABUTH TOI'O KpacaBuuKa?

— KpacaBuuka? — HeroHuMaroIie MopruyJia skeHiyHa. 1o iy e€ ckosb3Hyna TeHb IOHUMa-
HUs, ¥ poT npuoTKpsuics: — Tol ipo Knoga? l'ocnoxka. .. Thl. .. norepsiia namsrh?!

Omna BcKoUMJIa M, HEPBHO 11apsi pyKamH 110 I1J1aThl0, 3aBEpTeJIach Ha MecTe, a AJluca UCITyTaHHO
MOJIKaJla HOTH: YTO 3TO ¢ HecuyacTHOHM? He3HakoMKa BbIyaWiIa U3 CKJIAJOK TKAaHU HEOOJBIIOE 3ep-
KaJIblie ¥, MSTKO LIarHyB K KpOBAaTH, MPOTAHYJIa ero AJuce.

— V3Haéib Ty, 4TO B 3epKajie? — HAMPSDKEHHO cripocuiia oHa. — [locmotpu!

[Mo crimae Anvichl poOeKaInuCch MypAIIKU: a YTo, €CIIM 3TO AEHCTBUTENLHO Tak? Bapyr oHa
JENCTBUTENILHO KUBET B CPEHEBEKOBbE U TsKENO OonbHA? A Ta JKM3Hb B KPOXOTHOM KBapTHpPKE
C MaTepbhlo-OJMHOYKON 1 ecTh Opea?! JIpoxamumu pykaMy OHa LAMHYJIA 3epKajblie U UCITyTaHHO
yCTaBMJIach Ha cBOE JML0. OT yBUIEHHOIO KOXY Ha TOJIOBE CTSIHYJIO XOJIOOM, a BOJIOCKM Ha pyKax
MIPUTIOAHSUIUCD.

— Boxeukn! — axHyna oHa. [ToBepHysa IO, pa3riisapBast HEXKHYIO Oelyio KOxXy 0e3 Masiei-
11ero Hameéka Ha npsiiy. [IpaBusibHbIe TMHUM OpOBEH, TYCThIE PECHUIIBI U ITyXJIble ajible TYOKH. DTo,
6e3 comHeHus1, 6bu10 e€ ymio! Ho BOT TOJNBKO yiTydIlIeHHBIN, CIIOBHO OT(OTOIIOIIICHHBIH, BApUAHT.
Anmca noTpsicEHHO mpoirenTaia: — Bor ato anrpeiin!

— Yro, rocroxa? — HeC4YaCTHBIM FOJIOCOM CITPOCHIIa He3HaKoMKa. — He y3Haéb ce0s1? O, Tens!
Uro xe MHe jenartb?..

— He xunmiyii, — ¢sipkHyaa Amuca. — Y3Haio... noutd. Oro! Bort 310 Bosnocsl! Heynusu-
TEJIbHO, YTO MHE TaK skapko. Kocy, 4to ju, 3amectu? Ox, eciu Obl s ymena. ..

— A mensa? — XeHnuHa cxBatuia e€ 3a pyKy , OypaBsi IPUCTAIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, C HAJEKIOM
yTouHWIa: — MeHs y3Ha€lb?

AJnvca mpuKycria HIXKHIOI TyOy M CKJIOHMIIA TosioBy HaOOK. Cepble I71a3a jKeHIIMHBI ObLTH
TMIOJIHBI 000KaHKS U BEPHOCTH. .. IPSIMO Kak y THIIKH, KOrza TOT CMOTpeJT Ha XO3SIHKY.

— Her, — nokavajia oHa rojioBo#, — He y3Hato. KTo Th1?

JKenmmHa ypoHwIa pyKu 1 0Oped€HHO MPOU3HECA:

— Tax u ectp! Tol noTepsiia namste. Yto ke Teneps Oyaer? — OHa 3acTOHANA U, BIETTUBIINCH
B CBOU BOJIOCHI, MPOILIACh O KOMHare. B3gporHyna u pe3ko nosepHysiach k Asmce: — CeBepHasi
BomeOHua! 1o Bc€ oHa BMHOBaTa! — OHA OMyCTUIa PYKHU U, CKaB KyJIaKu, psBKHYJA: — JIMYHO
CHyIy C He€ MKypy!

Aunvca npunoHsiia JIeBylo OpoBb:

— Jaxe 31MIIbCs, Kak Mol Tuimka.

JKeHmmyHa KMHY/IACch B HOTH AJTHCe U, TIPUTIAB TyOaMu K e€ pyKe, IPOroBOpHIIa:

— 4 He masbuuKa. .. Jlo camoit cMepTu st TBosl BepHasi copetHuIia Jlopa!

— Pamyer, — mpoGopmoTana Anmca, OCTOPOXKHO BBICBOOOXKAAsl PYKy W3 IIEMKUX TaJIbIIeB
Jlopel. — Ciymaid, 51 oHsi1a, YTO Thl MHE BepHA U BCE Takoe. .. Ho, pa3 yx MHe NpuieTcs CMUPUTHLCS
C 9TOW CTpAIIIHOW PEaTbHOCTHIO, JIaBail 000MIEMCs 6e3 MaJeHu i HUIl U JIOOBI3aHUI MOUX KOHEUHO-
creri? 5 310 He 0YeHb MOOIIO. .. TOUHEE, OUEHb HE JII0OIIO!

Jlopa ormiaTHy1ack U puXkaina pyKy K OTKpPbITOMY pTy:

—T'ocroxa. ..

W3 a3 e€ BHOBb MOKATUIIMCH CNIE3BI, U AJrica ObICTPO J00aBUIIA:

— Jlagno-nagno! Pa3 Tak xouenb, kiaansics! Tonbko He peBu. Ho MoxkeT, orpaHiYuM KOJIu-
yecTBO? X0Ts OBl 10 TPEX pa3 B ieHb? Okeit?
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— Yro, rocnioxa? — ucnyraHHo ukHysna Jlopa.

— IIpoexanu, — otMaxHyJack Amuca.

— Iloexanu! — kuBHyna Jlopa 1 Bctasia Ha HOrM. OHa OCTOPOKHO MOAXBATUIIA TOCHOXY TOJ
PYKY ¥ NOTsIHYJ1a B CTOpOHY OKHa. — Hajo Bo3Bpatuathes, noka Kion He nouysut HenmagHoe!

— B cMmpiciie, noexanu? — npotsHyia Anuca. — S TyT Bpozie Kak B TeMHHULE. .. — Jlopa ynpsamo
TAHYJIA TOCIIOXKY, U OHA, MOAYMHUBIIHCD, ITOJHATIACh C KPOBATH. Horm 3arexkim n CJIyIaJIuChb C Tpy-
J0M, TeJo JIOMIJIO OT 6omu. — M 310 He con! [lake munarth ceOst He Hy’KHO, BOH Kak BCE OOJHT. . .

W ocexiack, pa3miisiieB B pelIETKE OIPOMHYIO AbIPY, B KOTOPYIO IPOJIE3€ET Aake pbIliapb BO BCEX
cBoux Jocnexax. HaBaimnach Ha IOIOKOHHMK M OCTOPOHO BBICYHYJIach B OKHO. [Ipu Bue orpoM-
HOU OnecTsiIieit 3Meun ¢ TeperoHYaThiMU KPbUTbsIMUA, MTHOBEHHO TIEPecoXJjio Bo pry. TBapb, Heruis-
SICh 32 OTBEC B CTEHE KOI'TUCTBIMHU JIallaMU, ITOBEPHYJIa K IPOEMY OCTPYIO MOPAY: 3€JIEHbIE YELTYHKU
30JIOTUCTO CBEPKHYJIU Ha SIPKOM COJIHIIE, B3IJISI/1 KPACHBIX [VIa3 C BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU 3payKaMH OCTaHO-
BWICA Ha AJIMCE, ¥ Ta UCITyTAaHHO OTHPSIHYJIA.

— A-a-a!

Kpuk e€ opicTpo nepemén B xpur, 1 JIopa cxBatuiia 0OMSIKIITYIO TOCHIOXKY 3a TUIEYH:

— Yro ¢ To601? Anuca! Tede mnoxo?

— Y-y... — Anmca nbITaIach COBNAAATh C JPOKAIIEH YENIIOCTBIO U ThIKAJIa MaJIbLEM B CTOPOHY
okHa: — Yro 3107?!

— 910 Cus! — Jlopa ycrnokauparoie normaauia AJMcy 1o miedy: — TBoW JI0OMMBIA JIpakoH!
Tol He y3HasIa Cu3a? OH OYeHb PacCTPOUTCH. ..

— Jpakon?! — ukHyna Anuca u, HEpBHO PacCMeEsIBIIIMCh, PE3KO OceKiachk: — Paccrpoutcs?

Jlopa ObICTpO 3aKMBaJIa ¥ aKKYPATHO MOTSIHYJIa TOCTIOKY K OKHY. ToJbKO ceituac Anmca 3ame-
TWJIQ, YTO NIPYThs PEIIETKU OKYTaHbI TOATEKAMU KEJe3a, MOX0KUMU Ha TO, KaK OIUIABJISIIOTCS CBEYH,
Y CYJIOPOKHO CIVIOTHYJIA: HEYXEeJH, PEIIETKY pacIljIaBul APakoH?!

— DTO TOYHO HE CPeTHEBEKOBbE, — MPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA TMepe]l TeM, Kak MOTepsITh CO3HAHME.

keksk

Kion ToporutuBo i€ rno mmpoKoMy KOpUAOpY, a 3a HUM BIPUITPBIKKY OeKaT MJIa AN COBET-
HUK.

— Mustoctn Cetiioro rocroanHa, — Bo3omnwi Mcac. — $1 He 3Haio0, Kak rocroxe yaaaoch coe-
KaThb!

JIpIXaHUE TOJICTSIKA COMIIOCH, 1 COBETHUK CHOBA 3aIlbIXTeJI, €Ba TMOCIIeBasi 32 FOCIIOANHOM, a
Kiton Ts1keno B3OOXHYIIL:

— Tol HU B 4éM He BUHOBAT. S cam JIOJKeH ObUT IPeyCMOTpPeTh, UTo AJrca 3apaHee 1mo3ado-
THJIACh O TOM, KaK cOekaTh MOCJIe ONBITKA OTPABUTh MEH: !

— Jlasxe ripu TBOEH HEM3MEPUMOI MyAPOCTH, — MOZOOOCTpAcTHO NMCKHYI Mcac, — TpymHO ObLIO
MpeaycMOTpeTh, uTo TE€MHas rocroxa MCIoib3yeT IpakoHa!

Kron nvib XMBIKHYI ¥, TPUOIM3UBIIKCE K BXOy B TEMHUILY, pacliaxHyJ1 ABepU. Y OKHa cye-
TWJICS cTapblil POHHU: y3/10BaThle Mablibl CTAPIIETO COBETHUKA JIETKO ITPUKACAINCh K OIUIaBJIEHHBIM
MPYThsIM PEIIETKH, a TOHKasi TPyOKa B JIPYrOi €ro pyKe B 9TO BpeMs M3/aBajla TOHKHIA MPUSITHBIN
3BYK.

— Ectb pesynbrar? — cipocui Ko,

On 3HakoM npukazan Mcacy ynanurbcs, NOAOIEN K AsI/IEe U CKJIOHWICS HaJl CTAPUKOM, a TOT
MOCMOTpEJ Ha IUIEMSIHHUKA CHU3Y BBEPX U OTPULIATEIbHO MOKAYaJl FOJIOBOM.

— Tak Anca He UCTIONb30BaJIA BOMIIEOHBIX CPEACTB, — 33 [yMUMBO IPOTOBOPHII TOCTIOUH. —
Ho Bcé ke eit ynasock nucnosb3oBath gpakoHa. [1noxo. .. ouens mioxo. Ceroaus TEMHOM rocroxe He
yZaJI0Ch MEHS1 OTPaBUTb, 3HAUUT, 3aBTPA OHA MEHS UCIETeNunT!

— Auuca HuKora He OMJIET Ha Takoe! — POoHHM yKopu3HeHHO nocmoTpen Ha Kitona u Tyt ke
oTBéN B3rsAA: — Ho BCE ke. .. Tebe Mmoka He CTOMT BBIXOMUTD 32 Tipesesbl benoro 3amka.
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— Ilymaeliib, CTeHBI 3aIIUTAT MEHsI 7 — CAapKacCTUYHO yTOUHMT CBETIbINA TOCTIOAWH U B3IOXHYJI: —
[TocmoTpu Ha 3Ty peteTKy, Asaas! YTo, eciu 1pakoH BOPBETCs B Moy Nokou? Heyxkenu MHe Cy:kAeHO
yMEpeThb OT YAYIIAIIIMX OOBATUI MEP3KOU TBapH?

PonHm, mapkasi, MeJUIeHHO TPUONIM3WICSA K TUIEMSHHUKY W JITOHBKO MPUKOCHYJICS K €ro
ieyy.

— Aunuca He keJlaeT TBOel CMEepTH, — TUXO ITPOrOBOPHII OH. — YBEpPEH, OHAa He CTaHET MOCTYIaTh
TaK MOAJIO. ..

Kron cTpsixHyn pyKy U XMypo IMOCMOTpEJT Ha CTapHKa:

— Jla xorja xe Thl yBUAMIIb, YTO OHA MpeAcTaBiseT Ha camoM Jene? OHa JaBHO yxke He Ta
MaJieHbKasi CUPOTKa, KOTOPYIO Thl pacTui! AJjmca cTajla MOHCTPOM IOCTpAIlIHee KpbUIAaTOro 4yio-
Buia! Hukoraa He oMy, royemMy oTell Tak MOCTYIHJI CO MHOM. .. 3a4eM OCTaBWJI 3a AJIUCOM TTpU-
naHoe? He 6ynp y Témuol rocnoxu KopHUIIMHCKUX KoTield, MHE He MPUIILIOCh Obl TPAaTUTh BpeMs,
CHJIBI M CPE/ICTBA Ha 6OpBOY C 3TON CyMmacIie/Iieid CTepBOH. . .

— Knon, — ¢ ynpékom npodopmorast PoHau. — ['ocnionuHy He IPUCTaIo Tak OT3bIBATHCS O CBOEH
HeBecte! [lepxu ceOs B pyKax. AJuca He cienana HIYero, YToObl 3aCTyKUTh CTOJIb YHUUMKUTETHYIO
OLICHKY ...

— Huuero He caenana? — xomnomHo pacxoxotaics Kion. — Koneuno ke, Het! OHa Tak 1 He youa
MeHsi. Ho monbItanack! TOT KOJIIOBCKOM NOPOMIOK . .. IHTEpeCcHO, YTO 0KHO OBbLIIO MTPOM30UTH CO
MHOI? AJmca ckasaja, 4To 3To OyJeT XyxXe, YeM cMepTh. TeM He MeHee cama OHa Ka3aiach 3[0pO-
BOM. .. TOJIbKO HEMHOTO CTPAHHOMU.

— Moxert, Anuca mpocTo XoTesa noapa3HuTh Tedsi? — B rooce crapuka 3a3Bydaia HajexKaa. —
[TpubnuxkaeTcs: COBEpIIEHHOIETHE TOCTIONKH H. ..

— Bor umenHo! — pe3ko oro3Basics Kion. — M oHa emié He pa3 nornsitaeTcss N30aBUTHCS OT MEHs !

— T'ocrionuH! — mpoTecTyiole BOCKIMKHYJT CTapUK.

Ko vpoHMYHO MOCMOTpENT Ha IS0 U TSKEIIO B3IOXHYIT:

— Heysxenu, Tel Jymaeliib, OHa yITyCTUT IAHC MOTYYUTh KOPOHY BJIACTUTENBHUIIBI Jaibronnn?

['maza crapuka pacmmpriuch, OOpoaKa 3aTpsciach.

— Knon! — axnyn Ponnu. — Yto Tel Takoe roBopuiis? Anvca — HeBUHHas eBynika! — ['ocriongux
CKPHBWJICS, CJIOBHO OT 3yOHOU Oomv, a PoHHM ynpsiMo nipomomkmn: — OHa BenE€T ceOsh Tak TOJBKO
MOTOMY, UTO, KaK ¥ MHOTHE Jpyrue, CTPAIIITCs 3aMyxkecTBa. .. Ho mocie cBagbObl BCE MI3MEHUTCS.

Kron, mpauHo paccmarpuBasi OruiaBjieHHbIE PYThs, TPOMOITYall. POHHM ciierka yyislOHycs u,
CY3UB IJ1a3a, XUTPO CIPOCUJT:

— ThI ke He UCTIBITBIBACIIb CTPaxa Mepe] MPEACTOSIIIUM COObITHEM ?

CBeiblil TOCTIOAVH TMOBEPHYJICS TaK Pe3KO, UTO B3METHYJIUCH MOJIbl €ro Kam3oja, 1 PoHHU
HEBOJILHO OTINATHYJICSI OT PEHIMTEIbHOTO B3JIsi/IA MJIEMSIHHUKA.

— Crpaxa? — x€ctko yemexnyJcst Kion u mocmotpen Ha Yéphbiii 3amok: — Het! {1 ucnibiteiBaio
OTBpAILIEHHE OT OIHOM TOJIBKO MBICIIH, YTO MPUAETCS KEHUThCs Ha Her. Ho 3T0 eTMHCTBEeHHBIH CI10-
co0 cTaTh BJIacTUTENIEM JlaIbrOHUH. . .

keksk

Han ronoBoit cuHee HeGo, a BHU3Y MpeKpacHass paBHuMHA. M dynecHoe ormyiieHue monieTal
Her cTpaxa BBICOTBI, KOTOPBI My4aeT B peaibHOCTH, JIUIIb HACJAXIEHUE U cBoOoa. Bokpyr cep-
KAIOT 30JI0ThIE UCKPBI, TaK, CJIOBHO UIET JOXKIb U3 MOHET... O! DTo ke yellrysl YyJeCHOro JIpaKkoHa.
Aurca cJTOBHO TIonana B IETCKYIO CKa3Ky, I7ie )KMBYT MPEKPaCHbIE MPHHIIBI, BO3BBIINAIOTCS BOJIIEO-
HBIE 3aMKH U JIETAIOT OTPOMHBIE SILEpsl. .. Kakoil mpekpacHblii coH!

— Ounynace? Tbl Kak?

Ot B3BOTHOBaHHOTO rojioca JIopel OHa B3ApOrHyJa U, paclaxHyB IJla3a, C Y)KacoOM YCTaBUJIACh
Ha TIOJTHOBATYIO JKEHINIMHY B IBIIIIHOM IUIaThe. BOMOCH Ha rojioBe AJMCH BCTaM JBIOOM, JbIXaHUE
MIepexBaTUIIO, & B TOpJie MTHOBEHHO TEPecoXJio: 3To He coH! M 3aMKH, 1 KECTOKUI TPUHII, U JIaXKe
JPakoH. .. KommMap HasBy! Jlopa GeCrOKORHO cCMOTpesia Ha TOCTIOKY.
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— Twl Tak mobeHeNa, — 3a0eCImoKonIach oHa. — TeOs TomHUT? ITO BCE M3-3a TOrO Mopomka?

— JIpakoH, — nporienTaina Anuca. — f 4to, 1eACTBUTENBHO JIeTeNa Ha IpakoHe?!

— Cu3? — nonumaroie yiapioHynack Jlopa u OsicTpo 3akuBaia: — Jla, oH B mopsijike, He Oecrio-
koiics! Jlume HeMHOro odropen xBocT... Ho mapa Henenb yxona, u Cu3z OyneT kak HOBeHbKHUI! Thl
ObL1a TpaBa HACYET IMyIPhl M3 YEPHOTO KOPYH/IA, OHA IEUCTBUTENIBHO 3AUIIAET HEXHYIO YEelIyio OT
COJTHEYHBIX Jiy4del. Tobko OBICTPO BHITOpAET. .. BpeMeH! TONBKO-TOIBKO XBATUIIO, YTOOBI BHITAIIUTD
Te0s1 u3 benoro 3amkal

Anrca mocMoTpesia Ha COBETHHILY, a TIO0 KOXe MpoOekascs XOJOJOK: OHa JEeWCTBUTENIBHO
TOJIBKO YTO JieTesia Ha ipakoHe! 1o Obu1 He CoH... JKyTkas peasbHOCTb! Kak ke Tak Moixydusioch,
YTO OHA IOoTaJIa B 3TOT CTPAHHBIA MUP, OOJIBIIIE MOXOKUI HA IETCKYIO CKa3Ky ? [|pakoHBbI, MPUHIIECCHI,
KOJILYHBI. ..

— INopomok! — Berpenenynack Asca U OTYasiHHO BLENUJIACh B J1afoHb Jlopbl. — Thl ckazana,
YTO OBUT KAKOK-TO BOJIIIEOHBIN TIOPOIIIOK !

— Ha, — mompaynena Jlopa. — Tel He nomuuIIb? Thl B3sIa €ro y ceBepHOM BOMIIEOHUITB. A
s1 TOBOPWJIA, UTO HE CTOUT AOBEPATH 3TOM XUTpoil TBapu! — COBETHUIIA CKaJla MaJIbLbl B KYJIaKu U
npommrnena: — [Ipukaxu nanady BeIpBaTh €€ JKUBBIN S3bIK !

Aurca oTiycTusIa pyKy MOMOIIHUIIB U ceJla Ha KPOBATH, TIOTEpPIIA TYISAIINE BUCKU.

— Croko#HO, — MpoIenTaja oHa caMol ceGe W, BIENUBINUCH YyKWMU MaIbllaMH C JJTAH-
HBIMH YEPHBIMHU HOT'TSIMU B CEpeOPUCTBIE MIETKOBbBIE TIPOCTHIHYU, PEIIUTEIHHO TTOCMOTpPENA B OTPOM-
Hoe okHO: — C yma coiitu s em€ ycneto! [laBait Oynem cuuTaTh, 4TO 9TO KBECT Takow. .. [Topomok! —
OHA MPAaYHO XMBIKHYJIA: — B MPUBBIYHON MHE KM3HH OT TOPOIIIKA TOXE OAHU MPOOIeMBbl !

— Yro? — Jlopa ckyionunach K Heid: — S He cipinty, Anuca. YTo Thl TOBOPHIIIL?

AJvca TofiHsIa TOJIOBY M MPHCTATBHO TOCMOTpENa Ha COBETHUILY: JKEHINMHA BBITAIIMIA €€
u3 besnoro 3aMka, TBepauia, 4To BEpHA JJO CaMOUW CMEpTH, a eIllé MepeKMBaeT U BOJIHYETCS 3a Hee.
MosxHo cuutath Jlopy Apyrom, a 3HaYMT, U IOBEPUTHCS MOKHO. .. TOJIBKO OCTOPOXKHO!

— Jlopa, na? — yroununa AsiMca M KOTAa COBETHHMIIA KMBHYJIA, MEUIEHHO MPOrOBOpUJIA: —
Kaxercsi, 4TO-TO MPOM3O0IILIO U3-32 TOTO MOPOIIIKA, O KOTOPOM Bce TBepasAT. — OHa MOKocHIach Ha
Jlopy u, mogbupas cinoBa, nodaBuia: — HeoOXoaMMo MOHSTh, 9TO UMEHHO. .. 3Haelllb, IOPOM JieKap-
CTBO TIOMA/IAETCs] TPOCPOUECHHOE WJIM TIOOOUYKH MPOSIBIISIOTCS TaKKe, YTo Xyxke Oone3Hu. CoxpaHu-
Jach KOPOOOUKA U3-TI0J] TOrO MOPOIIKa?

Jlopa pactepsiHHO CMOTpeJsia Ha TOCHOXKY: Ka3aJloch, TOMOIIIHUIIA HE IOHMMAaeT HU cjioBa. Ho
MpY YIIOMMHAHUHU KOPOOOYKHU OHA O)KMBUJIACH U TIOMOTAJIa TOJIOBOA:

— Iopormok ObLT B CKJISTHKE, TOCMOXKA !

AJvica KMBHYJIA:

— A Ha Heli 610 4TO-TO HanrcaHo? Mnu HaprcoBaHO?

Jlopa nokayvasia rojioBoii:

— OObIuHast Mpo3pavyHasi CKISIHKA, KAKUMH TOJIB3YI0TCS 3HAXapKHU, C IPOOKOH.

AJtvca B3I0XHYJIA:

— Toraa Hy’KHO YTOYHUTH UH(OPMAIIHIO Y TTOCTABIIHUKA. . .

— Yro, rocnioxka?

Auuca crycTria HOTM ¢ KpOBaTHU M, OCTOPOKHO TOJHSIBIIUCH, PEIIMTENIbHO MOCMOTpeNa Ha
Jlopy:

— OTBeau MeHs K KOJAyHbe !

Jlopa KpuBO y/BIOHY/IACh ¥ IOHMMAIOIIE KUBHYJIA!

— K Bomme6Hute? OHa He N30€KUT HaKa3aHMS 3a CBOIO MOAJIOCTh! — [ToMolHMIIA HarHya K
TOCTIOXE U, TOAJEPKIBasi €€ 3a JIOKOTh, 3a00TJIMBO TOBEJIa K BHICOKMM J1BepsiM. — CTpaxa!

JlBepu pacriaxHyJIMCh, U Ha Topore Ajuca yBUena IByX pblllapeld B YEpPHBIX Jocrnexax. Myx-
YMHBI BBITSHYJIMCh 110 CTOMKE CMHMPHO, a Korja AJjuca ¢ MOMOIIHMIEH BBIILIM U3 TIOKOeB TéMHOMI
TOCIIOXH, TIOCIIEJOBAIY 32 HUMH.
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Cepaue Anuchl TO U 110 CKUMAJIOCh OT CTpaxa, a rojloBa KPYXKMIach OT KYTKUX MbICJIEH,
KOTOpBIE HABEBAJIM MHOT'OUMCJIEHHBIE (PMJIbMBI M KHUTH O TIONaJaHIax. YCIOKauBajo TOJIbKO TO, UTO
OOJBIIIMHCTBO M3 HUX 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh cYacTMBO. Ho ObltH u Jpyrue. .. A BOPYr OHa HaBceraa ocra-
Hercs 31ech?! [ero ckoBas X0J010K, HOTY MOJKOCUIINCH, U AJlca e/lBa He ymnaJa.

— Tebe moxo? — BCTpEeBOKEHHO BCKPHUKHY.Ia Jlopa, oIxBaThiBast TOCMOKY MO PYKH.

— D10 KBecT, — mpocToHana Anmca. — [Ipocto kBect! Asca, codeprch 1 TPOHIH STOT YEPTOB
YPOBEHB!

— locnoxxa 6peaut, — axHyaa Jlopa ¥ pe3KO KpUKHYJA 3aCTBIBIIMM CTpakaM: — 3Haxapsi!
Brictpo!

Crpaxu pa3BepHY/IUCh U OETOM HAPABUJIKChH 11O IUPOKOMY KOPHIOPY, a AJMca 3aJyM4rBO
CMOTpeJia UM BCJIe]l, HEIOyMeBasi, IOYEMY JOCIEXU He TpeMsAT. DTOT HEYyMECTHBbI MHTEpeC, Ka3a-
JIOCh, BEPHYJI €l CUIly IyXa, U Ajnca, BBIITPSIMUBILUCD, PEIIUTEIBHO KUBHYJIA:

— MHe nyuie! Benu K KongyHbe. .. TO €CTh, K BOJIeOHHMIIE !

Jlopa, He oTIycKasi pyKy rOCTIOXKH M TOTOBAsI MOAXBATUTH AJIUACY B JIIOOON MOMEHT, 3a00T/IMBO
ToBeJIa €€ K TEMHOM apKe, 32 KOTOPOH OKa3ajlach BUHTOBAs JIECTHULIA. AJIMCA YXBAaTUJIACh 32 KOBaHbIE
repuiia U Havajla OCTOPOXKHO CIycKarbcsi. CBET, JIBIOIIMICS CBEpXY, Tasl 0 MEepe TOro, Kak OHU
cryckaiaucs. Moxer, 310 noazemenbsi? BHU3y, y NoqHOXHUS JECTHULBI, TEMHbBIE CTEHBI MEPLAIN B
CBETE HEPOBHOI'O IJITAMEHH.

Jlopa, yOenuBIIHCh, YTO rOCIIOXKA YBEPEHHO CTOMT Ha HOTaX, OTITYCTWJIA PYKY AJIMCHI U BBITa-
W12 U3 METAUTMUECKOro Aepxkatenss HeOonmblIon ¢aken. [TomonHMIa MOAONUIA K HEBBICOKOM
JBEpLE U MOBEPHYJIA KJII0Y, TOpPYALIUid B 3aMKe. Pazfnaics ckpun neresb, U MaXHYNO 3aTXJIbIM BO3-
AyXOM, KaK M3 TMOJBaJa, KOTOPHIM JAaBHO HE MPOBETPUBAIH. AJMCa, PUTHYBIIMCH, YTOOBI HE yra-
PUTBCH, BOILIA B MAJIEHbKMI KAMEHHBII MEIIOK. .. Tak BOT Kak BBIVISIIUT HACTOSIILEE MTo3eMellbe !

Jlopa BeITsIHY/1a PYKY € (hakesIoM, U KETHIA CBET IUIAMEHU BBIPBAJ U3 TEMHOTHI YIJIMHEHHOE
JIMIIO KESHIIMHBI CpeiHuX JieT. B oOpamienun abcomoTHO OesTbIX BOJIOC, KOTOPhIE BUCEH I'PS3HBIMU
COCYJIbKaMH, OHO BBITJISIIENIO U3MOXKIEHHBIM M OOJIbHBIM, TaK, CIOBHO HECYAaCTHAsl MPOBeJia B STOU
TEMHHIIE JIECSATOK JieT. PyKy JKeHIIMHBI, pa3BeIEHHBIE B CTOPOHBI, BUCENN Ha IIETsIX, IPUKOBAHHBIX K
CTeHe, a cepoe IIaThe A0 1Moj1a O0JbIIIe HAMOMUHAJIO MEIIOK M3-T10/1 KAPTOIIKH, B KOTOPOM ITpOpe3au
TPH JIBIPHI.

Anrca BO3MYIIEHHO IOCMOTpEIa Ha MIOMOIIHMILY: KaK OHM MOTYT JIepKaTh TaK )KHUBOTO YeJo-
Beka?! Ho Jlopa He oTpbiBaJia B3MJIs1a OT TUIEHHUITBI.

— Bepra! — rpomko no3Basia ona. — TémHas rocnoxa nepen To00¥!

JKenmuHa pacnaxHyna 171a3a, 1 Ajivca HEBOJIBHO OTIIPSIHYJIA, YIEPIIUCh CIIMHOU B XOJIOAHBIN
BJIQXKHBII KaMEHb CTEHbI: B3IJIs KEHIIMHBI ObLT HACTOJIBKO MPOHU3BIBAIOIINM, YTO, Ka3aJIoCh, OHA
BU/IUT BHYTPEHHOCTU AJIMCHI, CJIOBHO MOIIIHBIN peHTreH. Tonkue OneqHbie ryos bepTsl H3I0MUIIHCH
B TOPKECTBYIOILIEH yIIBIOKE.

— TémHas rocnoxa? — HU3KUM TPYIHBIM T'OJIOCOM, OT KOTOPOTO y AJIMCH 3apOXKaly IMOJ-
KUJIKH, CITPOCHIIA BOJILIEOHMIIA ¥ OTPUIIATEIIEHO MOKavasa royioBoii: — [lepeno MHOM coBceM He oHa!
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I'taBa 2. Muccusi HeBbIIIOJHIMA ?

Anca cujena Ha YEPHOM KpecCiIe M HEPBHO Pa3MMHAJa CBOU JposKallie najblsl, BepHas Jlopa,
CTOSI psIIOM, HEOTPBIBHO CJIeJIa 32 BOJIIIEOHHLIEH, KoTopast OpoauIia o komHare. bepra ¢ unrepe-
COM paccMaTpHBajia Oe3[esTyIlKH, YKpalaoiye Nokou TEMHOI rocokK, OCTOPOKHO MPUKacaiach
K roOeJieHaM Ha CTeHaX M peléTKaM Ha OKHax.

— Tak 3HaunT, — 3BEHALIMM rOJIOCOM ITPOrOBOPUIAa AJHca, — 1 HE CMOTY BEPHYThCA.

Bepra nocneniHo pa3BepHynach K rocroxe, TOHKHMe ryObl €€ H30IHY/IMCh B XUTPOH yCMeELIKe:

— Iloka He UCTIONTHUTE CBOETO NpPEJHA3HAYEHUS — HET!

Anvca oTépia BUCKY U 3aCTOHAJIA:

— JlagHo 6b1 MBI TOMeHstHMCh Testamu! Ho 310... Henoctmkumo!

— I'ocnioxxa u3 apyroro mupa! — Jlopa ynana Ha KosleHU Nepes KpeciIoM U CIOXWIA JIAJIOHU: —
Ymonsio, noMmoru BepHyTh TEMHYIO rOCIIONKY !

Annca pe3Ko nojanach BIEPEN U CXBaTWIA PyKU COBETHULIBL:

— Ho kak?! Cama rosopuiib, yto T€MHas rocroxa MHOIO JIET IIBITAJIACh CTaTh BJIACTUTEIbHU-
ueu Jlanbronnu, Uy He€ HUYEro He MOoIy4msoch. S ke mpocrasd aeByoHka! O mpUHLAX U KOPOHE
JIMIIb B CKa3Kax YWTasa, Ja B pwibMax Buuenaa... Huuero y Mens e nonyuunres!

— T'ocnioka! — B3BbLIa Jlopa. — 51 Te6e Bo Bcém Oyay momorats! [lo camoii cmeptu!

— Mens# nepepéprusaet ot 310i (ppazouku, — OypkHy/1a Asuca. BckounB, HEpBHO Mojomuia K
OKHY, J1a B3[I0XHYJa: — f] e He OoTKa3piBaloCh. BbiOOpa y MeHs HeT... Boxeuku, Kak Takoe MOIJIO
rponsonTu? $1 JMIb nonbITanack CacTy yTOMAIYIO, a OKa3aJlach B 9TOM MHUPE. ..

Bome6Huma MArko, CJI0BHO KOILKA, MOAOLUIA K TOCIIOXE U BKPaJ4iBO ITPOM3HECA:

— Témnas rocnoxa B MpOCTpaHCTBE MEX/y MUPaMH, KOTOPOE COCTOMT U3 MUJIJIMOHOB OKOH, B
KOTOPBIE U3rHAHHbIE MOTYT 3aliIAAbIBaTh. JIIonu, KOTOpele MX 3aMeYaloT, CYMTAIOT, YTO YBUJEIHN IPH-
3paka... Ho Tbl He TONBKO yBUIENIA TOCNIOKY, ThI IPOTAHYJIA PYKY MOMOIIM! A 3HaYUT, COITIaCKIIach
VICTIOJTHUTD €€ CaMO€E 3aBETHOE keJlaHue. A TOCIoXka BCEraa Kaxaalia nolryduTb KopoHy! Kak Tosbko
ThI UCTIOJIHALIB CBOE ITPEAHA3HAuYEHNE, CPa3y BEPHELILCA B CBOM MUP, a TEMHas rocroxa nepecTaHer
OBbITh U3THAHHOU.

AJnvca BCKpUKHYJIA:

— Bor gypa! U 3auem 51 nonesna B pexy! YUro ke teneps nenars?!

Ona nogbexana K CTeHe M MPHUHSIIACh METOOMYHO OUThCS 00 He€ ynooM. Jlopa HMCIyraHHO
BCKPHUKHYJIA U MOMBITAJIACH OTTALIUTD TOCHIOXKY:

— Tw1 HaBpenuib cede! O, rocrmoxka! 3aueM ThI 9TO Jesaers ?!

Bomme6Huna cxpatuiia Anucy 3a BTOPYIO PyKY, KEHIMHbI OOIMMHU YCUITUSIMUA OTBOJIOKJIY TOC-
MOXY K Kpecily ¥ NPUHYAUTENBHO YCaaUIM B HEero. Ajrca 00ecCHIIEHHO OTKMHYJIACch Ha CIIUHKY, —
WCTEPUKA OTCTYINJIA, — U BCXJIMITHYJIA!

— Mama... Mamouka! Yro xe mHe genars? § xody nomon!

— l'ocnoka, — pactporanHo npornenTaia Jlopa 1 ObICTPO BEITEp/IA CIE3MHKY CO CBOEH IMTyXJION
LIEKU.

Bepra npucena pagom ¢ kpeciioM U 3anisgHyJIa B I1a3a Amuce:

— 41 moHnMalo, 4TO THI MCIyraHa u pacrepsiHa. Ho ecnu Tl He BO3BMEINIb ceOsl B PYKH, ThI
MOXelllb MOrMOHYTh, U TOTJa TBOSI Mama MOTepsieT J0Yb, a TEMHas rocrnoxa HaBEKU OCTAHETCS B
NIPOCTPaHCTBE MekIy Mupami... Eii Oyner emié Xyke, IOTOMY YTO TaM HEBO3MOXKHO yMepeTh, U
rocrioxa OyAeT cTpajaTh BEYHOCTb!

Auica BbITepia Ky/lakaMu CJIE3Bl M YTPIOMO TIOCMOTpeSia Ha BOJILIEOHUITY, Ta XUTPO YJIBIOHY-
J1ach:

— Tsl roBOpHIIa O CKa3Kax, B KOTOPBIX YMTasia 00 MHBIX MHUpax. Tak monpoOyii Mmpe/icTaBUTh,
YTO BCE ITO COH, CKA304HBIN COH, a Thl B HEM HE ITPOCTO KaKas-TO CIy)KaHKa WM KpecTbsiHKA. Thl —

19



O. KoporaeBa. «3inopeiika MoHEBOE»

BenmKasi TémHas rocroxka, ynoMMHaHHe UMEHU KOTOPOM 3aCTaBJIsIeT JpoKaTh Bcex kutenei Jlamb-
ronun! ToOoli myraioT eTe, a K B3pOCIbIM 10 HOYaM MPUXOAST KOIIMAPhl C TBOUM YUACTHEM. . .

Anvca MOpPrHyJja u npoiienraia;

— A 4ro... 3n07€1Ka?

— Tot — TémHas rocroka! — TopxkecTBeHHO npousHecia bepra, a Jlopa OpIcTpo-OBICTPO 3aKU-
BaJa.

AJrca MeIJIeHHO TIOHSJIACH, ¥ KEHIIUHBI, O0SICh, YTO OHA BHOBb OyJIeT TapaHUTh JIOOM CTEHY,
MOCHELITHO OKPYKUJIM OCIIOXKY, HO Ta HE JIBUTAJIach: I71a3a €€ 3aCBepKajy, a YroJloK pra JIEPHYJICH:

— Tak 3HauMT, 3TO BCEro JMIIb COH... urpa! BupryanbHas urpa, rae s Ha TEMHOW CTOpOHE
CHJIBI. ..

— UYro, rocnioxa? — HeroHUMarolle nepecrnpocuia Jlopa, Ho Anuca JMITb OTMaxXHYJ1ach.

— Tlouemy Obl He MOMPOOOBAThH MOIIMUIUTH TAKUM HEOOBIYHBIM MepcOHa)eM? DTO JOIKHO
ObITh MHTEPECHO! Y3HaTh ObI 9KCITY TOCHIOKU. .. U €CTh JIK apTehaKThl U CUJIBL. .. KPOME JIpakoHa? —
Ona B3goxHyna: — JKajb, 4TO XM3Hb OHA. — BCTpsiXHY/a rpuBOiA 30J10THIX BOJIOC M YIPSMO CKasla
pyku: — Cron! Y3Hato Bc€ 1o xony urpbl. MHe HY)KHO 3ariojy4UTh KOPOHY M IPOMTH MUCCHUIO!

— Ha, 1a, KOpoHy, — 03a1a4eHHO nporoBopuia Jlopa v, mokoCUMBIIMCH Ha bepTy, TUXOHBKO
cripocuiia: — A 3Ta KEHIIMHA TOYHO B CBOEM yme?

Bomie6HuIa KMBHYIIA U JIETKO YJIBIOHYJIACH:

— Omna npocto npyras. [Ipeacrasb, eciu Obl JUKast yTKa roraja K JOMAIIHAM, Ha CBOEM YTHU-
HOM sI3bIKE€ OHA, KOHEUHO, CMOIJ1a Obl ¢ HUMH OOIIaThesl. Pa3Be CMOTYyT MOHSATH Te, KTO HUKOI/A He
pacrpaByisi KpbUbsl, KAK IMEHHO BeTep HeceT TeOs Haj oOnakamu?

— A Tbl IOHMMaEIIIb, O YEM OHA TOBOPUT? — MoJI0OOIBITCTBOBANA Jlopa.

— Her, — bepra nokavana ronoBoii. — Ho 310 HeBaxHO. [ 1aBHOE — oHa noHumaet Hac! S npe-
aynpexjana Alucy, 4To TOT IOPOLIOK OYEHb OTACeH, HO OHA HE CITylIajia, Tak CTPEMUIIACh OJepKaTh
noOey mo6oit 1ieHoi. OToOpaa BCE, 9To ObUIO. . .

AJnvca XJIOTHYJIa B JIaA0IIM U KPUKHYJIA:

— PamnyTh, 1 A€o ¢ KoHiom!

JKeHIMHBI B3POTHY/IM U BHITAPAIIMIKCH HAa TOCTIOKY, a AJrica, BIIEpUB pyKH B OOKa, cTapa-
TEeJILHO HaXMypHJia OPOBH:

— Tak rae sta kopona? Kyna 6exatb, Koro xsarath? PacckaspiBaiite !

Omna ycenach B Kpecyo, CIIOBHO Ha TPOH M BHIIPSMUJIA CIIMHY: OX, MaMa Obl TIOPaJI0BaJIach
ceiiuac! BcroMHMB, Kak poMTETbHUIIA THIKAJIA J0Yb B CITUHY, YTOOBI Ta HE ropOmIachk, AJrca cierka
MPUYHbBLUIA, HO Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE YIIPSMO BCTPSXHYJA BojJocaMu: ceiduyac oHa B urpe! Kak nmpoiner
YPOBEHb, OHM C MAMOM BBIIIBIOT CJIQKHMIA Yail ¢ OyTepamu. ..

Jlopa npoTsiHy/ia pyKky B CTOPOHY OKHA M Korja AJjrca nmocMoTpesa Ha beblil 3aMoK, mporo-
BOpUJIA!

— Bckope, 110 3aBelaHuIo MOYMBILETO BJIACTHUTENS, JOJKHA COCTOAThCA cBaabOa TEMHOM roc-
noxu 1 CBET/I0ro rocrnonHa, Mocljie KOTOpOr OHU BABOEM Oe3pa3ziesIbHO JOJIKHBI TPaBUTh Jlanbro-
auen! Ho uu Anuca, uu Kinon e xenaior 3toro. M ecii CBeT/IbIA TOCIHOANH, )KEHUBIINUCH Ha TEM-
HOH T'OCTIOXKeE, JIETKO OCBOOOIUT €€ OT MPUBKJIETUI U OyJeT MPaBUTh AUHOIMYHO, TO AJca, Oymyun
3aMykKeM, YK€ HE CMOXKET JIMIIUTh MYy’Ka KOPOHBI. . .

— W 31ech KeHIIUH NPUTECHSIIOT, — poBopuaia Amnuca, — Kinapel Lletkun Ha Hux Het! 3Hauur,
MUCCHUSI MOSI YCIIOXKHSIETCSI TEM, YTO IO IIPOCTOMY IYTH MOWTH He yaactes. Ecnu rocnoxa BbleT
3aMy’X, KOPOHBI €/ He BUJaTh KaK CBOMX yIen! — Auca 3alyM4dBO IMOCMOTpesIa B OKHO U TIOBTO-
puna: — Eciu Anuca Boiiiger 3amyx 3a CBETJIOro rocrouHa. . .

Bcnomamiiocs, kak Kiton HEC e€ Ha pykax, ¥ Kak OWJIOCh cepiiie TPy B3IJIsAAe Ha ero TOYEHBIN
npodwuis. Kpacueee MyX4nHbBl OHa He BHUeIa HUKOTAA... BOT Obl IEWCTBUTENLHO BHIATH 32 HETO
3amyx! Moxer, K 4€pTy 3Ty Muccuio? Kakoil-To TaM MEPTBBIH BJIACTUTENb BHIHYAWI UX TTOKEHUTHCS,
TaK MOXET, TOKOPUTHCS ero Bosie?.. Ajmca yabIOHY/Iach U, OLITYTUB, KaK IEKH €€ MOJIBIXHYIIN KapoM,
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omyctwia rasza. Yero eit tepsats? B Jlasibronuu oHa KpacuBasi U 3HaTHasl lama, a JOMa — HUKTO. . .
KoneuHo, oHa OynieT cky4aTh 1o Mame, HO, BO3MOKHO, HEKHBIN B3I TOyObIX T1a3 Kitoma ucnenur
OT TOCKH?

— A mouemy, — HEMHOTO 3aHKasiCh, CITPOCHIa OHa, — CBETIIbIN TOCTIOAMH HE KeJlaeT 3Toro Opaka?

— OH HeHaBHIWT TOCHOKY, — TyT ke orBeTria Jlopa. — Ho 00s13an xenutbest. U, pasymeercs,
CIIeJIaeT 3TO, €CJIU Thl IPEAOCTABUILL EMY 3TY BO3MOXHOCTb.

AJnrca pe3Ko BCKMHYJIa TOJIOBY U OLIAPAILIEHHO YCTaBUJIaCh HA COBETHUILY:

— HenaBuaut? Ilouemy? — OHa BCIOMHWIIA, YTO MMeHEeM TEMHOI TOCTIOXKM MyraloT AeTeu, U
noHypuiiack: — Ax aa! Ona xe 371071€#Ka. .. Ho mouemy Torna oH rotoB jKe€HUThCS Ha HEW?

Jlopa capkactuuHO (hpIpKHYJIA:

— A Kak emy em€ crath Biaacturesiem? TémHas rocnoxa — npsiMas HacaegqHuua Janeronum!

AJca HEPBHO MKHYJIA U TOXkaJIa TIeYaMU:

— Ecnu oHa npsimast HacieHMIA, TO U3-3a Yero Bech chip-0op? Bepu kopoHy u mpaBb cede!
Wnu, ongaTh-Taky, KeHIIUHAM HE TTOJIOKEHO ?

— YT0 He MosokeHo? — HenoHMMarlle nepecnpocuia Jlopa.

— B cMbicrie, KeHIUHBI He UMEIOT MpaBa CTAHOBUTHCS BJacTUTebHUIIAMU. .. HeT! Annca ke k
3TOMY CTPEMUTCS, 3HAYUT, BO3MOKHOCTD ecThb. OX, s 3ammyTasacs!

— 51 oObsicHIO, — cHUCXOOUTENIBLHO MporoBopwia bepra. — M3napra Biactutens amproHuu
n36upan u3 popa TEMHBIX rocrmof, HO MATHAAUATH JeT Hazaa CBeTible OKOPHIM 3Ty CTpaHy M
youmm Bcex TEMHBIX, KpoMe AJTUCHI. ..

Anmca axHyJa U, IpUKaB PyKU K TPYAU, MIPOIIeNTaia:

— BmH, npaBay roBopsIT, 4TO 100pO BCeraa nodexaaeT 3Jo. ..

— Yr0-uT0? — 03aaa4eHo nepecnpocuia Jlopa.

Aunrca MpayHO OObsICHUIA!

— Ectbh B MOEM MHpe Takas HIyTKa: JOOpO MOCTABHT 3710 Ha KOJEHU U 3Bepcku yobeT! JKasp,
YTO B 3TOM MUPE OHA 3BYYUT COBEPIIEHHO HECMEIIHO. ] HaunHal MOHUMAaTh TEMHYIO rocroxy. bynp
s Ha €€ MecCTe. ..

— Tak THI ¥ Tak Ha e€ MecTe, — XomoaHO obopBaia e€ bepra. — ['ocmoXy OCTaBUIN B KUBBIX,
4yT0o0BI Hapon Jansronnu nokopwics. Oten Kiona, Oyayuu BiacTuteneM, KyIu y 105KHOTO BOJIIIIEO-
HUKa COrJIallieHne, 0OS3YIOIIero ero ChiHa )KeHUTCS Ha AJTce, KOTJIa ToCroXa JOCTUTHET COBEpIIeH-
HOJIETHSI. . .

— Kcraru, — BHOBB miepebuiia Anmca. — A CKOJIbKO MHe?

— JIBaguarh ofuH, — MOCIyIIHO oTBeTIIa Jlopa.

Anrca okpyrmiaa OpoBH:

— W s Bcé em€ necopepinennonetHsisi? Kak tak? 1 mymaiia, 31ech, Kak B Cpe/IHEBEKOBbE, 3aMYK
BBIXO/ISIT B JIECSATh-/IBEHAIIATH !

Jlopa kuBHyna:

— 3aMyk BBIXO/ISIT, HO BIacTUTEbHULIEH TEMHAs rocroxka MOKET CTaTh JIMIIb B JBAALIATH JBA.
N TONIBKO I€eBCTBEHHUILIET.

AJvca HacyIusach:

— Tak Témuyo rocnioxky emié u 3amyx He myckamu? )Kuth 0e3 cexca ax A0 ABaaaTu AByx?!
PeasibHo 03BepeThr MOXHO... Kak OHa el 34ech BCE MO KAMEIIKY HE pa3Hecia, He MOHUMaw. A
KEHUIIOK Toke xopoin! HeHaBUIUT HeBecTy, HO XAET cBafpObl! — AJnca B3JOXHYJIA U KaJIOOHO
nob6asmna: — Bor rag! — OHa nocmotpena Ha Bepry: — U kak ke, He BBIXOJS 3aMYyK, CTaTh BJIACTH-
TeIbHULIEH ?

— DTOo ¥ ecTh /IBa YCJIOBHS, — MOXKaJIa TUIledaMu BoJeOHuIa. — JIoKUTh 10 JBajAIATU JBYX U
He BBIUTH 3aMyXk 3a CBETJIOro rocroguHa.

— Yroeopunu! — Anrca nonoxkuia pyku Ha KojieHu. — He Bbliiy 3a Hero!

21



O. KoporaeBa. «3inopeiika MoHEBOE»

Bomme6Huta paccmestiack, ¥ oT e€ BUOpHUpyIoIiero cmexa y Ajmchl 3aHbut kuBoT. Hy mpasma?
Ecmm Ob1 Bc€ ObuTO Tak mpocto, TéMHas rocnoxa He mojiessia Ha Ty OalllHIO U He BOCIIONb30BaJIaCh
OIMACHBIM MOPOIIKOM. .. AJICa B3POrHYJIA U C Y’KacoM IocMoTpena Ha bepry:

— Yro xe 310? — mporenTaia oHa. — § I0KHA ero. .. yOuTh?

— Tosxe BapuaHT, — XOJIOHO YCMEXHYJIach BOJIIICOHUIIA U, 3arudast Mabiibl, JoOaBuia: — M
3aCTaBUTh €70 UCUE3HYTh. .. WM KEHUThCS HA APYTOM.

— MoskHo emié monpoOoBaTh YHUUTOKHUTH CAMO COTJIAIIeHHe, — nofaia ronoc Jlopa, — Ho Ceer-
JIble ero OXpaHsIOT Kak 3eHuIly oKa. Ecim Thl 0cBOOOOMIIBCS OT 00s3aTeNbeTBa, Hapoa JaabroHum
npuMeT Teds1, Kak Heu30ekKHOoe 3710. . .

— 31107 — HECUACTHBIM TOJIOCOM MPOroBOpuiia Ajikca U oMoTasa rojoBoii: — Bnpouem, MeHst
9TO HE JIOJKHO BOJHOBaTh! Korma s ctaHy moJHOMpPaBHOW BIACTUTEbHULIEH, S UCUE3HY U3 ITOTO
Mupa. A Ta Ajnca yx IycTh cama pa3oupaercs. .. — OHa XJIOMHYJa B JIAIONIX ¥ IIPOU3HECIA HAPOUUTO
601pbsM TOHOM: — Tak, uto Mbl uMeeM? ['ocrioka TéMHast — ofHa mTyka! DKena 37101eiKu, Cyas Mo
BCEMY, Y JaMOYKH BHyIuTenbHast! Ho r1aBHYI0 MUCCHIO OHA Tak U He BBITIOJTHWIA. — AJIHCA TIOCMOT-
peina Ha o3agadeHnyio Jlopy: — Keraru, yro ona npeanpunumana?

— [bITanack v yOUTh, ¥ IOXUTUTD FOCTIOAAMHA, — TYT K€ OTO3BAJIaCh COBETHUIIA, — TPUIEM MHO-
rokpaTtHo. Koz yxke mpHBBIK, UTO KaK/IbIi €ro BBIXOJ 32 BopoTa besoro 3amka — 310 00s13aTenbHOe
nokyieHue. Takxe Ajrca He pa3 MOAChUIANA AEBYLIEK B Beblil 3aMOK. .. HO HU OJJHO He y/al1och
coonazauTs CBerioro rocrnoauHa! A eri€ Mbl OCTOSTHHO TBITAEMCSI BBISICHUTD, I1€ UMEHHO TPSIyT
yKa3 BJIACTUTEJIS], HO BCE CBEJCHUS /IO CHX MOp OBbUTH JIOKHBIMUA. MBI IO CHX TIOp HE 3HAeM Jaxke To,
Kak OH BeIIsiAUT! — Jlopa morpycTHesa 1 BCXJIMITHYJIa: — A BUepa rocrioxa OTBaXkujach Ha Takoe. ..

— IousaTHO, — mpobopmoTana Amnwca. — 3HAUUT, CKUJUT 3/I0IEHKU BCE-TAaKW HE IMPOKavaH,
alHyThCSl €1 HU pa3y He ygasiock. Xoporo! Bynem reitmuth ¢ 31oii Touku! V MeHs ecTh MoMoIll-
HUIIA... U3BUHU, coBeTHHIA! U... — Asrica moBepHyach K BOJIICOHUIIE U 33[yMUYHMBO CIIPOCHJIA: —
WHTepecHo, Tl MOXelTb ObITh MOUM XHJLIEPOM?

— Kem-kem? — paBHOAy1HO yTouHuia bepra.

— Th1 xe BommieOHUIAa! — Asca B3MaxHy/Ia pyKaMu Tak, CJIOBHO y He€ B TaJIblax BOJIIIEOHAS
najiouka. — byneis moMorarb Maruei: mpiu HeOOXOJMMOCTH UCLIENISITh CBOMX M HATTQAaTh HA IyXKUX. . .

—Her! — nepe6una bepra. — BonmmeOHIKY He 0TOMPAIOT KM3HM 1 He Jievat Oose3nu. M Boooie,
KpaiiHe peJJKO BMEIIMBAIOTCS B JieJia JIIOZEH.

Anmca onemwia:

— Ho kak xe? Tl momoraenib MHe ceitdac... M rocrnoxe noportok jgania. ..

— locnioska moxutuia MeHsl, — ycMexHysach bepta, — v nibITasa, BI3HaBas1, UYTO ke 3a MOPOIIOK
ObLT TPY MHE.

AJica BO3MYIIEHHO ITocMoTpesia Ha JIopy, 1 Ta BAHOBATO OIyCTUJIa TOJIOBY.

— Torpa mouemy ThI Tak 100pa? — TPEBOKHO cripocuiia Anuca. — [Tomoraenis MHe u TEMHOI
TOCIIOXKE. .. KOTOPYIO IOJKHA HEHABUJIETh.

Bepra ycrano B3noxHyna 1 novyecana rpsi3HyIo rojioBy:

— INoTomy 4TO MMpO3JaHUIO0 HE OOBSCHUIIb, YTO BOIIEOHUK MPECTYIHII 3aKOH HE MO CBOEH
BoJie. Sl HapymMIa paBHOBeCHe, IyCTh U 10 MPUHYKASHUIO, 1 MHE 33 9TO OTBeYaTh. S1 MOry nomMoun
TeOe TOJIbKO COBETOM. A ecyi Thl 3a00Jieelb, TO oOpalaics K 3Haxapsm!

— Jloxb! — BockimkHysna Jlopa u TyT ke morpaBuiack: — To ecTb, KOHEUHO, IIPaB/ia, 4To MpU
TJIOXOM CaMOUYYBCTBUH HYXKHO 3BaTh 3HaXapsl. A JIOXb B TOM, YTO Bbl HE BMEIIIMBAETECH B Jie1a JToeH !
Bce 3Ha10T, 9TO 10%KHBINA BOMIEOHUK aKTUBHO TomMoraeT Kinony. IMEeHHO OH yCTaHOBWJI 3aIllMTHBIC
3aKkJIMHaHuA B besoM 3amke. .. 1 MHOTO elg uro cuesnan!

— [IpaBuibHO, — cepb€3HO KMBHYJIa bepra. — OH nogsepras 3akJIMHaHUAM KaMHHU, a He Jiofiei !

— To ecTb, ThI TOKE TaK MOXeIllb? — IEJIOBUTO YTOUHWIIA AJnca.

Bomme6Hu1a oTpunatebHO OKayasia rojioBOM:

— 3ak/IMHaHUSA He TI0 MOe YacTu. 51 B Ipyrom CUIIbHa. ..
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— Becénple nopomoykn? — XuxuKkHysna Anuca. B3gpornyB oT HEOXKHMJAHHOW MBIC/IY, COTHAsA
C JIMIa YABIOKY M CephE3HO crpocuia: — A 'y 1eOsl emé ecTh HEMHOXKO TOTO TMOPOIIKa, KOTOPBIN
YMBIKHYJIa 37101eiKka? MoXeT, e s UM BOCIIOJIb3YI0Ch, TO TPOCTO BEPHYCH IOMOM ?

—Her! — pe3ko orBetrna Bepra. U TyT ke 00bsicHUIa Msirye: — [Topoiika Toro mpu MHe OoJbIie
HeT, a ecyii Obl ¥ ObLT, TO. .. TeOs 3a6pocuiio ObI B IPOCTPAHCTBO MEXIY MUPAMH, a HEe JOMOM.

— Xaunp, — oropumiack Anuca. — Bugumo, caMelii IpocTol MyTh HE BCErja MpaBUJIbHBINA. —
Ona nomoruana, pa3mblIILIsAsl, 1 HECMEJIO YTOYHMIIA: — A MOXKHO CIIeJIaTh TaKOM MOPOLIOK, KOTOPBIH,
JOIYCTUM, [TPEBPATUT KaMEHb B MECOK ?

Bepra 3agymanach Ha MUHYTY ¥ OCTOPOXKHO KMBHYJIA:

— Bosmoxno. Ho 3auem Tebe 3107

— HdomyctuM. .. — AJnHca MOACKOYMIA B BOOAYILIEBIEHUY, IV1a3a e€ 3acBepKaiu. — JlomycTum,
enet CBeTiblid FOCTIO/IMH Ha OXOTY, BECh TAKOUM BaXKHBIN HAa KOHE, U BPYT CKaJla MO HUM PacChIaeTcsi
B nbU1h. bax! U Het keHuxa.

— Oro! — I'maza Jlopsl BocxuingHHO pactmpuinck: — [IpekpacHas unes! Kaab ToibKo, 4TO
rOCIIOa OXOTSTCSI HE B CKaJsax, a B JIECY ...

— DT0 K MpuMepy, — OTMaxHyJ1ach AJIMCa U BOIPOCUTEIBHO TIOCMOTpEsa Ha BOJIIEOHUITY: —
Tak kak?

— Bo-niepBbIX, — pa3ipaxxéHHo oTBeTwIa beprta, — MHe HyKHO NpuayMaTh (popmyity, TPOBECTH
UCIIBITAaHMS], ¥ Ha BCE 9TO TpeOyeTcsl He MATh MUHYT. .. M1 BO3MOKHO AaXe MATH MecsleB OyeT Majo!
Ho, naxe ecnu MHe ynactcsi B300pecTH TaKOH MOPOIIOK, TO, O0I0Ch, Ha IIENTYI0 CKaJTy ero oTpedyeTcs
JECATOK MEUIKOB.

Anuvca mpeicraBwiia, Kak MOSIBISETCS Mepel KpacaBLUEM B COINPOBOXKICHUU HArpyKeHHOTO
00032 U C AbSBOJIbCKAM CMEXOM BBICHITIAET MIECOK M3 MEIKA. .. a TIOTOM U3 BTOPOTO... W JECATOrO,
CMeX 37I0fIefiKa yXKe BbIIaBIMBAET U3 ce0sl, a HecuacTHasl KepTBa, 3aJ1aMbIBasi PyKH, TEPIETMBO OKH-
JaeT MeJICHHOW U HeoTBpaTuMou rudenw. .. He mpokarut!

— Hy BoT, — pa3oyapoBaHHO B310XHYJIa OHA. — A B MYJIbTUKAX TaK BCE IIPOCTO: IyHYJ, M CKaja
pacchirnanach!

Bepra 3agymunBo noyecasia HEMBITYIO T'OJIOBY U IIPOrOBOpHIIA:

— Ho MoxHO, 101ycTM, CO3/1aTh HEUTO BPOJE PiKaBUMHBI, TOJBKO AJ1s1 KaMHsl. CocTaB, KOTO-
pbiii OyJeT paspyliaTh CKajdy MeJIeHHO, poABUTasch BriryOb. Ocnabnss... Ho npunércs 3apanee
MPOAYyMaTh, KaK €ro OCTAaHOBUTh, YTOOBI OH HE COXKpPaJl BCe KAMHH B MUpe!

— To ectb co3aaTh BUPYC U aHTUBUPYC, — YIBIOHYIach Annca. — A Kak MHOTO BPEMEHHU 3TO
3alMET?

— VX s mocTapaich MPUTOTOBUTD €ro Kak MOKHO ObICTpee, — MPoOOpMOoTaa BOJIIIeOHUIIA. —
Mse Bc€ Gobliie 1 O0JIbIe HpaBUTCS TBOSI Uest. BO3MOXHO, 1ake MOMyYuTCs. ..

— Ho rocnioxa, — pacrepsinao rporoopuiia Jlopa, — Bc€ ke MHe HEeMOHSTHO, Kak Thl COOMpa-
embcs 3aMaHuTh Kitona Ha ckaiy.

AJnmca noxajia re4yaMu:

— Em€ He 3Haw. { noka npukuapiBaio, Kak MPOBECTH KacToMu3aluio repcoHaxka. Keratu! A
npakoH? Cus, Kaxkercs. . .

Bomme6Hu1ia Betpenenyach, rj1a3a e€ CJIOBHO 3aropesiich, a poT KaIHo TPUOTKpbUIcs. Ho TyT
pasnaiics CTyK B JIB€Pb, U TPOMOIJIACHBIH TOJIOC OOBSIBU:

— TI'oner u3 Benoro 3amka, rocrioxal!

Autvca pe3Ko NoBepHyJiach K Jlope:

— Yto mHue nenath? [IpuHATH ero B TpOHHOH 3aiie? A y Bac ecTh TpoHHas 3a1a? — OHa 3a0ec-
MOKOWJIACh: — A 9TO eCJT MeHsI pacKycsT? MoxkeT, cka3arh, 4To MeHs Joma HeT? Vm Gorero. . .

Jlopa nosnosxuia TErTyio JaJjoHb AJiMce Ha TUIeYO U YIIbIOHYIACh:

— He BonHyiics, rocnioxa. § momory te6e. Jlydire BHICTyIIATh FOHITA 37eCh. TPOHHBIH 3aJ1 €CTh,
HO AJTMCa HUKOTJa He CHU30IILIa OBl TOrO, YTOOBI MPUHUMATh TaM IPOCTOTO MOC/IAHIIA.
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AJrca OKOCHJIaCh Ha KPOBATh U elié OOJIbIle 3aHepBHUYAIA!

— Ho 310 %*e nokou rocrioxu? I1paBuibHO 11 3107 MOXeET, CTOUT BBIATU K TOHILY?

— Hu 3a uro! — ucnyranno BockivkHy/a Jlopa. — TéMHas rocrnoxa MOXET JTUYHO BCTPETUTD
JIMIIb TOCHOJL paBHOTO MojiokeHusl. — OHa nprxkana miaeur Asuchl K civHke kpecna: — Cunu! Tak,
MOCMOTpUM. .. — OHa MPUCTAJILHO BIUIENach B JIMUO AJMCH U KUBHY/NA: — Beé xopomo. Tonbko
roJIoBy cjierka Beiiie. Bot tak. M He ynbiGaiics! Jlyuie W30THU CBOM TMpeKpacHble IyOKH... Tak,
CJIOBHO 4€M-TO IJIOXO MaxHeT. — bepra nmoponuia Onuke, n Anuca, ydysB UCXOIsIIEe OT HEMBITOTO
TeJIa BOMIIEOHHUIIBI amOpe, HEBOJIbHO CKPUBHJIACKH, a JIopa npocusina: — MneanbHo!

Ona HampaBUJIaCh K BBICOKMM JBEpSIM, a BOJNIIEOHMIIA HAKJIOHUIIACh K TOCTIOKe U Auuca, He
BBIJIEPXKaB, 3aKajla MajIblaMy HOC.

— IIpukaxu crpaxkam BepHYTh MEHsI B MOJ3eMelbe, — npoinentana bepra.

Anrca M3yMJIEHHO M30THYJIa OpPOBH:

— Tebe Tam Tak MOHPABUIIOCK?!

— He ouenb, — yecTHO npu3Haiach bepra u, modecaBmmck, CJIOBHO Ooxactas codaka, ObICTPO
no6aewia: — Ho HUKTO He NOJKEH y3HaTh, UTO 51 TeOe momoraw. ['oBopsr, uyro TémHas rocroxa
MOXUTUJIA CEBEPHYIO BOJIIEOHMITY, TaK MYCTh TaK M JyMaioT... HO Thl MOXellb B JI0OOH MOMEHT
MIPUMATH KO MHE 32 COBETOM.

Jlopa y:xe nmpuOamM3uiIach K BHIXOLY, TOAHSIIA PYKY U TpeOOBaTEIbHO CTYKHYJIA TT0 TIOBEPXHOCTH
ABEpH, U T€ TYT XK€ PacIaxHyJIHCh.

— Témnas rocnoxa mpruMeT roHia! — HaAMEHHO MPOU3HEeCIa COBETHULIA M, OTCTYIIMB B CTOPOHY,
MPOITYCTHJIA HEBBICOKOTO IOHOIITY.

TOT MeAJIeHHO ¥ OCTOPOKHO, CJIOBHO TOTOBBIH B JIIOOOM MOMEHT IMyCTUTHCS HAYTEK, BOLIEN B
TMIOKOU TOCTIOXHU. BkaB BUXpAcTyIo rojioBy B IUIEUH, OH Tapalllil Ha AJIMCY CBOU CUHHME I71a3a U BCEM
BUJIOM HAITOMUHAJI B3bEPOIIEHHOTO COBEHKA. AJIMCA HEBOJILHO YJIBIOHYIACh, — TAPEHb KaK JBE KarlIH
BOJIbI TIOXOIWJI HAa €€ Jpyra JeTcTBa, — HO, Korga Jlopa KOpOTKO KalUIsSHy/Ia 1 MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO
MOCMOTpeJIa Ha TOCTIOKY, TYT K€ HaXMypHJIach U KPUKHYJIA:

— Crpaxa!

[NapeHs 3acThUT Ha MeCTe, €ro U TaK OrPOMHBIE TJIA3MIIH, OKPYIIIMINCh, CIIOBHO OMIONA, U
Aunuca 3a0ecniokoniach, Kak Obl ManaH He 0OMOYMIICS OT cTpaxa. B mokow OeclryMHO BCTYNHJIH
CTpaXxu B YEPHBIX Aocriexax. AJmca, cTapasich BBICOKO, Kak mokaszasa Jlopa, nepxkarb mogoopookK,
I'POMKO TMpUKa3aa:

— B nogzemense!

CTpaxu NOCIYIIHO CXBAaTUJIM TOHLIA U, TIPUIIOHSB MOOEJIEBIIETo JIMIIOM MaljaHa Hajl MOJIoM,
MOHEC/ K Bbixofdy. FOHoIIIa mombITasncs 4To-To cKaszaTh, HO AJlMca YCIIbIIIAia JIUIIb JIsI3raHbe 3y0oB
¥ TTOJCKOYMJIA.

— Jla Het xe! — OHa MaxHyna B cropony beprthi: — Bepry! BomnmeOHuity B monzemMense. . .

Jlopa cHOBa KalUIsHYyJa U, MPHKaB PyKy K OOKY, BBHIIPSAMIIIA JIaJOHb, TBITASCh HE3aMETHO
TMOJIaTh TOCTIOXKE 3HAK, YTOOBI Ta cella. AJrca MOCTYIITHO OIMyCTHIIACh B KPECIIO U KOTJa CTPAKH BBIITY-
CTHJIM IPO’KAIIIEro TOHIA, IPOrOBOpHUJIA:

— Ha! ITycth €€ BBIMOIOT. .. ¥ niepeofeHyT! — CTpaxkul Ha MUT 3aMepJid U pacCTepPsIHHO Tiepersisi-
HYJIUCh, JIopa HaPBIBHO 3aKalUIsIaCh TaK, CJIOBHO MOABIIIACH, & AJKCa, MBITAsICh IPUAATh CBOEMY
TOHY 37Ible HOTKH, J00aBmia: — $1 cibinana, 9to BOMIIEOHHUIIA TIOb3YyeTCsl 0COO0H IMyIpou, YTOObI
crenath cBOE Tesio Heysa3BUMbIM. CMbITh ero! U kak ciemyeT, 4ToObl Koka cBepkana! Onexay Ty
CKeub, YTOOBI HY TIBUTMHKHY BOJIIIIEOHOTO MOPOITIKa He ocTaniock. Onets B menka! ['oBopsT, y Bomeo-
HUKOB Ha HEro )KyTKas aJuleprusi, Tak mycTb nomydaercsi. Kcraru! Be€ kene3o u3 teMHuUIpl yopars!
Haxe nenw... — Annca BbIIyMbIBaJIa Ha X0ny: — BbI jke 3HaeTe, 4To OHa MOXET MPEBPATUTh UX B
opyxue? Bce nonsTHo?

Crpaxu cierka MmoKJIOHWIUCh, JBUHYJIUCH K BOJIIIEOHUIIE U, TOAXBATUB €€ TMOj PYKH, MOTa-
W K BeIXoay. Bepra oOepHyachk, v Ha e€ Jiuile MeJIbKHYJIa OyaroapHast yiblOKa.
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— Tw1 Tak Geccepreuna, rocrnoxal — cTpagagbyecKy B3BbUIA OHA.

Anuca ke, crapasich IoApaxarh 37104esIM U3 (PUIbMOB, 3aIIPOKUHYJIA TOJIOBY U TPOMKO Pacxo-
XOTaJlach, a TOHell, 0OECCUIIEB OT CTpaxa, PyXHYJ Ha KOJIEHU U B3BbLT:

— Mwusioctu TémHOI rocroxu!

Auuca, IOHSIB, YTO TiepecTapajiach, Opocuiia Ha HErO BUHOBATHIM B3IVISA M KOTAA JBEPH 3a
CTpa’kaMM 3aKPbLIHMCh, B3/I0XHYJIA:

— He npeiidnb, namax, s Te0s He cbeM. .. — Jlopa cCHOBa KalluisHy/a, U AJica TIOCHenIHo 100a-
Buia: — $1 yxe mozaBrpakaia. Tak 4To 1aBail CBOE MUCHMO. .. TIOCJIAHKUE. .. YTO TaM y TeOst?

— YKa3, — NUCKHYJI FOHE.

OH mocrentHo pa3BepHy/I OeKeBblld CBUTOK M 3aUUTAJI MOCTIaHUE TaKOM CKOPOTOBOPKOM, UTO
Anrca He MoHsIa OoJbIe MOJTOBUHBL. YTO-TO 0 MpoBUHHOCTH TéMHOU rocroxu. Bpone Kiox tpe-
6oBaJ1, YTOOBI OHA TOOPOBOJILHO BEpHYJIACh B Besblil 3aMOK M CMUPEHHO OXHUjIajia CBAIbObI B CBOEH
TeMHHIIE. AJFica BOITPOCUTEIBHO TocMoTpesia Ha JIopy: Ta Biepuia pyku B O0Ka U, HaXMypHUB OPOBH,
HaJy/a MEKHU.

Aunuca, mogaBuB yabIOKy, CypOBO MOCMOTpeSIa Ha TOHIIA U 3aKphJaia:

— Tax TBO¥ 60CC X04eT, 9TOOBI 51 TOOPOBOJIBHO OTHpaBMIachk B Oan? Cunrtaer MeHst MycopoM?

TyT m1a3a roHua 3akaTWIMCh, IAPEHb PYXHYJI Ha MOJ M 3aTHUX. AJMca B3BOJIHOBAHHO MPUIIO/-
HSJIach:

— Jlopa! Kaxercs, on notepsin co3Hanue. Yro aenars? HyxkeH Bpad... 3... TO €cTh, 3Haxaphb!

CoBeTHuIIa paBHOAYIIIHO TOCMOTPENa HA MOJIOOTO YEJIOBEKA, TKHY/IA €r0 KOHYMKOM Ty(iu B
OOK, HO TOHEIl He TOIIEBEUIICS.

— Huuero crpamnoro, — nporosopuia Jlopa. — Ilonexut, otnoxHer. A tel ymMHuna! Tonbko
[ocrioka 0OBIYHO HE TaKast TPO3HAs M TPOMKa. . .

— A xakas?

CoBeTHula 3aMs1aCh:

— Hy, oHa ouenb xurpoymHas. [oBopuT THx0 1 BKpaguuBo. Eil HpaBUTCS AaBaTh HAAEKLIY. ..
JloxHyto koHeuHO. TAHYTH € pacnpaBoil U HACIAXKAATHCS] ATOHUEN JKEPTBBI.

Annca cKpUBUIIACh U MOKayasa roJoBOM:

— He Takas yx oHa 1 ymHasi, pa3 He yJaJlocb MUCCHUIO IPOWTH. fI BOT 4To moxymana... Ilep-
COHaX BeJb TOT K€, HO Mepe/iaH IPYroMy UIPOKY, TMOSTOMY s HE MOTY BECTH ceOsl MOJTHOCTHIO TaK
ke, Kak oHa. [la 1 He HykHO! Pa3 s refimiiio 3a rocroxy, To OCTapaloch UCTOIb30BATh HE TOJIBKO €€
9KCILy, HO ¥ CBOU HaBBIKA. BO3MOKHO, B 3TOM MOE IPEMMYLIECTBO. . .

— [IpeumymectBo? — Kazasnocs, JIopa, ycibliaB NOHSTHOE CJIOBO, yXBaTWIach 3a Hero: — Kakoe
MPEUMYIIECTBO, TOCIIOKA?

AJrca OOMUrHYyJIa COBETHULIE:

— 4 He ucnbIThIBa0 HeHaBHCTU K CBeTIoMy rocnoguHy. Tak modemy Obl MHE HE TPHHSTh
MoOe3HOe MpUTJIAleHNe KeHuXa?

Jlopa, npuxaB pyKu K Ipyau, axHyna:

— Bbl 100pOBOJIBHO OTIIPABUTECH B TEMHHUILY ?!

Anuca, nepebupasi najbliaMy ¢ JUIMHHBIMA YE€PHBIMUA HOTTSIMH, KUBHYJIA:

— MHe kaxercsi, CTOUT MOOJIMKE Y3HAaTh CBOETO Cyk eHHOro... To ecTb, xeHnxa TEMHOM roc-
noxu! Ecnu g cMory u3y4yuTth NpOTUBHMKA, TO MOMMY, KaK ke MHe ero oxnojiers. Ho naxe ecnu s
CMUPEHHO Noiay B besblii 3aMOK, OH Bpsiji Ji1 packpoeT MHe aynry. CKopee BCero, 1axe He MOJOUIET
JIMIIHUH pa3, Beab TEMHas rocnoka TONBKO U AeNaa, 4To MbITadach yOuTh ero. Botr Obl TaHKaHYTh!

Aunuca ¢ Apy3bsiMH TI0 UTpe MHOTA MpUOerany K mogoOHOHN TakTuKe. BriOmpanu «xepTBy»,
KOTOpasi BCSIYECKH ITBITAJIACh OTBJIEYb BHUMaHKE TPOTUBHUKA. V TOKa Bpar JIOBWJI Ha MYILIKY «TaHK»,
3aXOMJIM C ThUIA U Pa30MBaIM IPOTUBHUKA, 3a0Upast BCE, YTO U3 HETrO BHINAJANIO. ..

B rpyau paznuiock mpusATHOE TEIUio, Koraa Arca BCIIOMHWIIA JIpy3ed M ClIaBHbIE TOOE/H,
KOTOpBIE OHU OfIepkUBaIM B Urpe. Ceiuac 3T0 Ka3aJ0Ch TAKMM AAJIEKUM, CJIOBHO TO HE OHA IoMaJja
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B JPYrod MHp, a POAHOM JIOM ObLT JIMIIb claJkuM cHOM. CylIOpOKXHO BIOXHYJIA, MBITasCh TOJABUTD
MIPUCTYN TOCKH, M 4aCTO-4acTo 3aMopraja, He AaBasl cie3aM, HalOJHUBIIAM IJ1a3a, MPOJUThC. Y
He€ CJI0XKHAsi MUCCHUSI U BCETro OfiHa *ku3Hb. He Bpems nmogiaBaTbCsi SMOIUsIM !

Ona nocMoTperia Ha HEeMOIBMKHOE TeJIO TOHIA U, TPUTIONHSB OPOBH, CIIPOCHJIA:

— CBemIblil rOCTIOIMH MPHCIIAJT TOHIIA C MPeJIoKeHneM JOOPOBOIBHO caaThesl. Kak Obl Ha 910
oTpearvpoBaja Hacrosuas Anuca?

Jlopa Ha Mur 3agymManach U MeJIEHHO IIPOrOBOpHIIA:

— B xopotem pacrionoxeHun qyxa, Haricana oel Koy sSi3BUTENbHBIN OTBET. A €CITU B Iy PHOM,
TO TIApHS U30UIM OB MAJIKaMHU 10 TOJyCMepTH U Opocuiv y BopoT Besnoro 3amka.

Annca cogporsyJsiach M MocIenHo Ipou3Heca:

— JlaBaii Oymem cuuTath, 4to y TEMHOM TOCIIOKM CErOHS MpeKpacHoe HacTpoeHue. .. [Tomo-
JKelllb HarucaTh OTBET?

— D10 MOs1 00SI3aHHOCTb, — KUBHYJ1a coBeTHHIIA. OHa MOJIONUIa K CTOJIMKY U, BBIIBUHYB Y3KUI
SIIAK, aKKypaTHO BBITSIHYJIA JJIMHHBIN CEepbIid JIMCT, OEPEeKHO paclpaBmiia ero Ha CTONUKe. Psagom
MOCTaBWJIA My3aThlil My3bIPEK U3 TEMHOIO CTEKJa M, TIOAXBATUB IMYIIMCTOE YEPHOE TIEPO, BOMPOCH-
TEJILHO TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha rocroxy: — Yro nucarb?

AJnvca noxasia 1jedyamy 1 TSDKEJIO B3JOXHYJA:

— Jlymaio moKa. .. 4TOOBI PelIUThb, KAKyI0 TAKTUKY HCIIOTb30BAaTh.

Ecnu 3nopeiika Anrca vcnosb3oBasia Kaxplid pa3, korja CBemiblid TOCTIOOUH BBIXOAWUI U3
Benoro 3amka, 4TOOBI MOMBITATHCS M30ABUTHCS OT HEHABUCTHOTO JKEHHMXA, TO MapeHb sIBHO N30eraeT
MOKUAATh HAEKHbIE cTeHbl. Eciu mochuiana Kk Hemy AeByIlek uin youidtl, To Kito ¢ onmackoit oTHO-
CHTCS KO BceM He3HakoMIlaMm. Bot eciiu Ob1 TéMHas rocmoska 6e3poroTHO k1ajia CBajbObl B TEMHHUIIE
Benoro 3amka, Kiox 6b1 oc1abun o60poHy. TaHKaHyTh cefiyac — camoe OHO!

Bor TonbK0 AJHca MPaKTUYECKU eAMHCTBEHHBIN JKMBOM UTPOK Cper Thicsd 0oToB. M oTBIIE-
KaTh BHUMAaHUE NMPOTUBHUKA MPUIETCA caMou. Kajb, UTO HeNlb3sl pa3lBOMThCA... Vu Bee-Taku
MOHO? AjHca 3aJyMYMBO IIOKOCWJIACh HA PacIlJIaCTABLIErOCs HA MOJTy FOHLIA, U TYT Y HEE€ BO3HUKJIA
uzaes.

— Jlopa, — mporoBopuia oHa, — Tebe He KaKeTCsl, UTO ITOT TOHEI] U s1 HEMHOTO TTOXOXH?

CoBeTHuIIa HACTOPOKEHO NTOKOCKJIACh Ha TOCIIOXKY, IIOTOM IIpUCesia U, IEPEBEPHYB MAPHULIKY,
BHUMaTeJIbHO BCMOTpEJIach B €ro OJIeHOe JIUIIO.

— He xaxeTtcs, — cepbE3HO OTBETH/IA OHA. — BHEIIHOCTh TOHIIA COBEPIICHHO OOBIYHAS, a ThI
MIpeKpacHa, rocroxa!

AJrca HeBOJIBPHO TIPUKOCHYJIACh KOHYMKAMHM TAJTBIIEB K POBHOM OapXaTUCTON KOXKE, O KOTOPO
BCerja MeuTasa, v yIblOHY/Iach:

— Hayo caenats MeHs1 MeHee MpeKpacHoi !

Jlopa yxacHyJiach:

— To1 roToBa u3yponoBath cedsi? Ho at1o ke 6ecnione3no! Knon Bc€ paBHO xeHHUTCS Ha Tebe.
Emy HyxHa KOpoHa, a He Thl... Ogymaiics!

AJrca OIMUrHYyJIa COBETHULIE:

— He kunmmyit! HyxHo cnenats MeHs1 HeKpacuBOM JIMIIb Ha BpeMs. Y Bac ecTb TpumM? Kocme-
tuka? Kpacku, HakoHel. .. — Korna Jlopa kuBHYyna, oHa oAHAIACh M NIOJIOLUIA K coBeTHHLIE. OCMOT-
peJia napeHbka U KUBHYJ1a: — Mbl OJHOTO pocTa, MPUMEPHO CXOXKEN KOMIUIEKLMH. A IJIaBHOE — y HAc
OIHOTO IIBETA BOJIOCHI U Iy1a3a!

— Kak u y Bcex KOpeHHBIX JaJIbITOHUMIIEB, — HEMOBOJIBHO OypkHysa Jlopa. — Ho cpaBHuBath
MIPOCTOJTIOAMHA 1 OJIAarOPOJHYIO TOCTIOXKY HerpaBUiibHO ! — OHA OCeKJIach M BCTPEBOXKEHHO BO33PHIIACH
Ha Ancy: — Yo Tel 3agymaia?

Ta nmpucranabHO NOCMOTpeENa Ha MOIPAruBaIOIIME PECHULIBI TOHLIA M, TPUKOCHYBILIMUCH YKa3a-
TEJIbHBIM MAJIbLIEM K CBOEMY MOAOOPO/IKY, 33/[yMUMBO MIPOrOBOPHIIA!
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— MHue nonpaBwiack TBOs uaes. Hy’kHO M30MTh TOHIIA 10 MOTYCMEPTH U BHIOPOCUTH Tepen
BopoTtamu beroro 3amka! — Teso napeHbka APOrHyJio, poT IPUOTKPBUICS, M AJHCA ClIeTKa YAbIOHY-
Jack: — A mapeHb-To puTBopsieTcs!

IOHoma pacniaxHy1 11a3a 1 MUTOM OKa3aJicsl Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— Munoctu TémHoM rocroxu! — B3BbUI OH.

Jlopa gpocTHO KpUKHYJIA:

— Crpaxa!

JIBepH TYT ke OTBOPUJIUCH, U B IIOKOW BOLIEN BBICOKHMI PHILIAPb B YEPHBIX Aocnexax. OH oly-
CTUJICS Ha OJTHO KOJIEHO U TJIyXO IMPOMOJIBHIL:

— Ho camotii cmeptu!

— U Tebe npuBeT, — HENOBOJIBLHO OypKHY/Ia AJHica U BOIMPOCUTENBHO MOCMOTpESIa Ha COBET-
Hully: — Tel 3aueM ero nos3pasa’?

Jlopa cxBatuiia roHa 3a IMBOPOT M 3aCTaBWJIA MOJHATHCS HA HOIM: YEJIOCTh MapeHbKa Ha
6eJIoM OT y’Kaca JIMIIe 3aMETHO 3aTPsIC/Iach, BAJIOE TeJI0 HATOMHUHAJIO TPAIUYHYIO KYKITy.

— OH pomkeH ymeperh! — MpOIIMIeNIa COBETHUIIA M MHOTO3HAUMTEJIBHO IMOCMOTpENa Ha
Amucy: — U yHectu ¢ coOot TaitHbl TEMHOM rocrioxu !

Aunuca orryTunia, Kak B TPYAU CJIOBHO Pa3JIHICS KHITSTOK, a TOJIOBY, HA0OOPOT, OXBATHII Jie I s1-
HOU XOJOJ;

— Ymepernb?!

Kak e 3anpocTo 3/1ech JIMIIAIOT KU3HU !

— 4 Huyero He ciblIal, — MposeneTan napeHek. — S Huuero He 3Hatw. [lomaaure!

CTpakHMK HENOABMKHO OXKHJIAJI IPUKa3a rocroxu, Jlopa, HAXMypHBILIUCh, HE OTPbIBajIa OT
TOCIIOKH CTPOTOro B3IVIAa, a Aykca Kycasia IyObl, IbITasiCh PUIyMaTh BBIXOJ1 U3 HEMTPUSATHOMN CUTY-
anyu. Yto-To ObIJIO B TOM MapeHbKe. .. YK 04eHb TOT HarnoMuHa KosbKy, ¢ KoTopeIM AJrica 3ajie-
3aj1a B 3a0pOIlIeHHBIE IoMa M Ha 3aKpbIThie TeppuTopud. [IpocTo Tak, MOTOMy YTO 3TO OMACHO... U
Becesio! Ecim ux oy, Kosibka MOMTHOCTBIO peoOpaxaics, MO pa3kajJoOuTh 1ake CaMoro Cypo-
BOTO OXPaHHUKA, M03TOMY OOJIBIIMHCTBO MPOJEIIOK MM CXOIHJIO C pyK. Ecim 3TOT roHer — moxoxuii
THII, TO OH MOXET oMoub Ajce. TobKo MOTOMY, UTO 3TO OYEHb ONACHO U KYTKO UHTEPECHO!

PemmBinmce, oHa maraysia K TOHITy M IIPOIIenTasa Tak, YToObl He PacCblal CTPaKHUK:

— Xouelllb KUThb?

[TapeHb ucryraHHO BhITapallliI CBOM CUHUE IJ1a3a:

— I-nma. .. — mpooestt oH.

Anuca cy3uiia 1j1a3a U CypoBO ITPOrOBOpUJIA:

— Ecnm nepecranens NpuTBOPSTHCS UCIYTaHHBIM MAJIBUYMKOM, TO 51 IOBEPIO B TBOIO UCKPEH-
HOCTb!

[Tapens 3amep Ha MecTe, YTO-TO U3MEHWIIOCh B €r0 B3MIIsAJlE, MepecTala TPACTUCh YETIOCTh, a
ry0 KOCHyJach JIETKas ycMelnka. BoipBaBimich 13 pyk JIopsl, OH cTeneHHo, mogpaxas CTpaKHHKY,
OITyCTUJICS HA OJIHO KOJIEHO U TJIyXO MPOrOBOPHIL:

— o camoii cmeptu! — [oaHSI IO U, XUTPO YIABIOHYBIIKCH, IpOLIenTa: — Tak aydrie?

Aunuca, He caepKaBIIMCh, (DBIPKHYJIA, — TAK OHA OOBIYHO pearnpoBasia Ha Bce KonbKuHbI ojI-
KOJIKH, — U TYT K€ MPOTHaJIa YAbIOKY ¢ Juia. MelbKoM B3IVISIHY/IA Ha CTPAaKHUKA M, CKJIOHUBIIHCH
K Jlope, TMXO Ipou3Hecna:

— Hapo ero cnpoBaguts. IlycTh IPUrOTOBUT KApETY... WM APAKOHA... HA YEM TaM MHE IIpPU-
HSATO IyraTh HECYACTHBIX CMEPIOB?

JIuwo Jlopsl notemueno. 3710 MOKOCUBIIKMCH HA TOHLIA, OHA IPOMKO IIPOrOBOpPUIIA:

— Benu npuroToBUTH AJ1s1 MPOTYJIKU KapeTy TOCHOXH.

CTpaskHMK KOPOTKO KUBHYJI U, TOAHSBIIKCH, BBIIIEN U3 IOKOEB, IBEPU MATKO 3aKpbUIUCh. JIopa
CHOBA CXBaTWJIa TOHILIA 32 IIUBOPOT U MPOIIUIIEa;
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— Hy u nipezcraBnienuye Tl TYT pasbirpait... [oHibl Tak ceds He Beayt! IlImuonus 3a rocno-
xoi1? Kto o1 Takoin? [IpusHaBaiics!

[TapeHb BbIBEpHYJICS U, IOKA3aB COBETHUIIE SI3bIK, CIPATAIICS 32 CIMHOW TEMHOW rocrioku. Y
Jlops! OT u3yMIiIeHHs1 OpOBHU TOTON3/IM BBEPX, a JI0BOJIbHAS AJTHCa BECENIO PacCMesiIach:

— IToxoxe, oH Goblie Oontcs Teds!

— 41 HuKoro He 60ICh, — MPOrOBOPWJI MApPEeHb. — A HE KaKOH-TO TaM TPYCJIMBBIN I0KaHHUH!
Bupnienu bl BB, Kak 3a/1pOKaJiil TOHIIBL, Kora CBEeTIIBIi FOCIIOAMH MPUKa3all JOCTaBUTh yKa3 B Uep-
HbII 3aMOK | Bee paz0eskaich: y KOro MoHOC, Yy KOTo JIMXOPAAKA. .. — OH €XU/IHO 3aXUXHUKaIL. — 5 cam
BBI3BAJICS] OTBE3TH MHUCHMO.

— INouemy? — Anrica ¢ UHTEpPECOM MOCMOTpesIa Ha mapHs. — YTo TeOs Ha 3TO MOABUITIO?

JIo mapH4 cTano cepbE3HbIM, a B3I MEUTATEIbHBIM:

— [IpaBaa, 4To THI MpUpYyUYMIa ApakoHa? — C MPUIBIXaHUEM CIIPOCUI OH. — BOT ObI XOTh OTHUM
I71a3KOM Ha HErO OCMOTPETb. . .

— Hy Touno, kak Konbka, — B3noxHyna Amuca. — OH Obl pyKy cebe OTrphI3, eciiv Obl OblTa
peasbHasi BOBMOXHOCTb YBUJIETh HAacTosIIero aqpakoHa! — M jiykaBo yibiOHynack: — A TeGe naxe He
Ha/10 HU4Yero otrpeizath! Yeuauibs Cusa... ecu moMoxelb MHe.

— Yem nomous? — genoButo yrounu [los.

— Bynenib «taHkoM»! — TOPJKECTBEHHO CKas3ajia AJica U B OTBET Ha pacTepsiHHbIE B3IJISIbI
Jlopsl 1 mapHs 1odaBwia: — B ckopoM BpeMeHH B Besbiii 3aMok nipuesiet 37oeika! ['oHelr, KoTopbiii
OyIeT CorpoBOXKAATH TOCTIOKY, MoAacT CBETJIOMY rOCIIOAMHY OTBET, B KOTOPOM OyJeT HAalTMCaHO, KaK
coxazeeT Ayrca 0 CBOEM HeJJOCTOMHOM NocTyrke! — OHa MHOTO3HAYMTEIBHO TOCMOTpESIa Ha COBET-
Huiy: — Co BceM capka3MoM HammcaHo, yToOs! Kitog Huuero He 3anono3puii! Moo, mogunHsieTcs, HO
OOBSIBIISIET KEHUXY OOMKOT JI0 caMOl CBaibOb!!

— Yto 00bsBIIsICT? — HeMTOHUMaloIIe MoprayJa Jlopa.

— BoWKoT, — ¢ yI0BOJILCTBMEM MOBTOPUJIA AjHca: — DTO 3HAYUT, UTO AJIMCA HE XOUET HU CJIbl-
maTh CBET/I0ro rocroanHa, Hi BUAeTh! CKpbITasi IyCTOM Byasiblo, OHa CKPOETCS B «TEMHHMLIE» U OyieT
CHJIETh TaM TUXO-THXO. .. — AJrca oBepHyach K [Tomy: — A mof ByaJibio, B )KE€HCKOM IUIaThe, OyIelib
Thl! — [lapeHpb oTIIATHYJICS, IMLO €ro UCKa3UIoCh. — M 3a 3TO ThI HE TOJIBKO YBUIMILB JIPaKOHA, HO,
BO3MOJKHO, U TTIOKATa€eIIbLC Ha HEM !

['maza mapHs pacHmInCh, YeIOCTh CIIETKa OTBHCIIA: Ka3aJoCh, OH HE MOT' U MeUTaTh O Mogo0-
HOM. JIopa BO3MYIIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— HeBo3mosxkHo! Penyrtarms TémHO# rocrioxu nocrpaaaer!

— Ha nagHo? — ycMexHysach Asuca: — Heyxkenu perytanus 3/7I00€MKA MOXET IMOCTPaaaTh?
Hy, xopomo! TbI noiaéns BMecTe ¢ HUM U Oyelb MpUCMaTprBaTh 3a pernyTaiuen. .. — OHa BHOBb
noBepHyJack K napHio: — Hy kak? Cortacen?

[Ton BeIMISIEN pacTEpsiHHBIM: IUIEYM €TO OMYCTHJIMCh, B3I MOMEpPK, a IO JIMILy, CJIOBHO
TeHHU, OPOIIIM COMHEHHMsI. AJrica KJaja: ecliv MapeHb JAercTBUTEIbHO Moxox Ha Koo, To 00s13a-
TeJIbHO coracutcsi. E€ apyr omHak b, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh KaKyI0-TO peAKylo 0a00UKy, yIeTeBIIYIO
13 IUTOMHUKA, TIEPETIPHITHYJI C KPBIIIX Ha KPbIITy 30aHusi! Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT MapeHb BITPSI-
MUJICS U PELIUTENIBHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha TOCIIOKY:

— Trl ocTaBUIa MHE KU3HB, — TUXO IPOrOBOPUJ OH. — MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO NMOJapuia HOBYIO.
W s nocesamaio e€ tede, TémMHas rocroxka. — OH OMyCTHICS Ha OJTHO KOJICHO U TeTeph yXke CePbE3HO,
6e3 m3neBKH, mpomnsHec: — Jlo camoit cMepTH.

— 1 yxxe HeHaBUKY 3Ty (ppazy, — pacTepssHHO MPoOOPMOTAaIa AJica: IpeBpalleHue PUCKOBOTO
pasruiibsisi B BEPHOTO MOJIAHHOTO OY€Hb BIIEYATIUIIO €€.

[Ton TyT ke MOAHSI TOJIOBY M XMTPO MOCMOTPEN Ha TOCHOXKY:

— Haperoch, Tbl He 0OMaHelIb, 1 s CMOTY TOJIeTaTh Ha JpakoHe!

— Ho 3auem Tebe 3107 — paznpaxkeénHo crpocuia y Amuckt Jlopa. — Kakoii B 9ToM cMbICT?

Ta mocMoTpesia Ha COBETHUILY U YIbIOHYJIACh:
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— Kak s yxe ckazana, TémHyI0 rocroxy OyaeT cCOmpoBOXIaTh roHell... — OHa TeaTpajibHO
B3JIOXHYJIa: — YBBI, 3JI0/IefiKa, MOJYYHB IMMCbMO, CTPAIITHO PAa303JIMIach U BeJiesia u30UTh naraHa!

Omna nofo1Ia K CTONMKY M MPOTSHYJIA PYKY: KOHUMKY MaJIbIIEB KOCHYIUCH HEOOJBIINX U3SIII-
HbIX HOXHMHII. HpeononeB MHHYTHOE€ COXAJICHUEC, — Y Asmcel HUKOIr'Ja HE 6I)UIO TaKUX POCKOIIHBIX
BOJIOC! — OHA PEIIUTEIbHO OTTSIHYJIa MPSAAb U OTpe3asa €€, 30JIOTUCTHIN MIETK BOJOC yrasl Ha TOJ.
Jlopa, norepsiB jap peud, cMOTpesia Ha IOCIIOXKY paclIMpUBIIMMUCS OT yxaca mazamu. Kasanocs,
JKEHILMHA OKaMEeHea.

Anmca, He oOpaiasi BHUMaHHSI Ha OIIeJIOMJIEHHYIO COBETHUILY, OTpe3asia Mpsib 3a MpPsi/Ibio,
IIOKa HE OCTaJIOCh HU OI[HOI7I IUII/IHHOﬁ. HCHy)KHI)IC TEICPb HOKHHUIBI MATKO YyIIaJIKd Ha 30JI0TUCTHIN
XOJIMUK, TTepesIMBaIoIIUics o Horamu. Jlopa pyxHyJia Ha KOJIEHU U BO3/Ieja PyKHU:

— Yto THI Hamenana?!

Anmca, paccmarpuBasi 0aHOYKU ¥ KOPOOOUKH, BHIOpAsIa OIHY M MOKPYTHIIA B MAJIbIIAX: BHYTPU
azena MaroBas nacra. Jlopa ¢ moTepssHHbIM BHUAOM CMOTpEJa, KaK rocrnoxa MMPOKUMU Ma3KaMu
ypOIyeT CBOE JIMIIO.

— Kak-1o0 Tak! — JloBonbHasA, Ajrca moBepHYJIach K 00eCKypakeHHBIM 3pHUTesisiM. — OcTanoch
TOJIBKO MOMEHSIThCSI HapsIIaMHU, U 51 JIETKO COMTY 3a M3yBEUEHHOT'0 IOMOIIIHMKA KOHIOXA, He TaK Jin? A
Terepb NpUcTymnai K mucbMy! — OHa MocTydyaia KOHYMKaMHU MAJIbIEB [0 CEPOMY CBUTKY U, 00paTUB
BHUMAHHWEC Ha AJIMHHBIC HOI'TH, B3JOXHYJIA: — N ot 3Toro Toxe HpI/I)léTCH I/136aBI/ITI:»CH. ..
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I'naBa 3. Uyxkas cpeam 4y:xux

Auuca 1u1a 1o nbUIBHOM J10pore, psAAOM MeIJIEHHO BbIIIArMBaa BeicOUeHHas Jioniaap. IToso-
Ibsl B pyKe AJIMCHI CTaJIM BIAQXXHBIMU, PUSTHO MaxJio Koxked. KoObl1a To 1 Jes10 MmblTanach CBEpHYTh
C JIOpOTH, YTOOBI TIOJTAKOMHUTBCSI COYHOH TPABKOM, ¥ COBEPILIEHHO He ciymmanack. [Ipuxoaninocs n3o
BCEX CHJI TSHYTH 32 MOBOABSI, YTOOBI BEPHYTh KMBOTHOE Ha JIOPOTY, ¥ TIPH 3TOM CMOTPETh, YTOOBI
OIPOMHBIE KOIIBITA HE PA3[aBUIIU €i HOTH.

[Tnan ka3ascsi MPOCTHIM U TIOHATHBIM, B HTPE OHA 3AITPOCTO co371a1a Obl 1yOJTb, KOTOPBII OTBIIE-
KaJl BHUMaHue NPOTUBHUKA, ITOKAa OHA MPOBOJMIIA MAaHEBP, UM JOTOBOPHIIACH C JPYIOM, OTIPaBUB
ero TaHKOBAaTh C XWJIKOW 3a IMa3yxou, U Obuta Obl CriokoiiHa. Ho B KW3HM 3TO O3HA4aso MojaBepr-
HYTb ONACHOCTU PEAJIbHOTO YesioBeKa. Bonpeku 3apaBomMy cMbICTy, AJca MTPOHUKJIACh CUMITaTHEH
K [lomy, KOTOpBIi Tak MoXox Ha japyra aercrBa. C Apyroil CTOpOHbI, OHA U caMa YE€PTOBCKU PUCKO-
BaJla, JOBEPUBILUCH [TPAKTUYECKHU MEPBOMY BCTpeyHOMY. OHa JIefiCTBUTEIbHO He ObUla YBEpeHa B
BEPHOCTHU MOMOIITHUKA KOHIOXA.

Bomme6Huna nomorana e, HoToMy, 4To Moria ObITh Haka3aHa 3a To, 4To TémHas rocnoxa
MCIIOJIb30BaJIa OPOIIOK. Jlopa Oputa 3aMHTEpecoBaHa B TOM, YTOOBI BEPHYJIACh €€ rocroxa. MoxHO
JIA TIOJIOKUThCS Ha kenaHue [losa yBuneTs ApakoHa U Mokaratbcst Ha HEM? A BIpPYT OH BBLIACT €€
cpasy, Kak oHH npuOyayT B Benblil 3aMok? Anrca TSKeNO B3AOXHYJA: BIPOYEM, 10 STOTO MOKET U
He JIOWTH, OHA BITOJIHE CIIOCOOHA BbIIATh ceOst U cama!

IepBble mpo0OaeMbl HaYaIMCh, KOTAa AJca B OJesK/1e T'OHIA CIyCTUIACh K BOPOTaM M yBUjIeIa
peasbHyI0 KMBYIO JIOLIAb. .. B OTIMUYMe OT BUPTYyasIbHBIX, OHA HE CTOsJIa POBHO HA MeCTe, KOCHUJIa
CTPaHHbIM B3IJIA10M, a et naxsia! M ojHa MbICIIb O TOM, YTOOBI 32J1€3Th Ha HE€, BbI3BaJla TAKOM yXkac,
4yTo AJMca e[jBa He NoIIa Ha nonATHy. [os, 4b€ u1o ObUI0 CKPBITO MO, TEMHOW Byaslblo, IyTa-
SICh B IIJIaThe, TPUOIM3UIICS U TAXOHBKO ITOCOBETOBAJI HA JIOMIAb He canuThes. Pasymeercs! Jlioboi
cpa3y OTIMYUT YeJIOBeKa, PAaKTUUECKH C MJIaieHYecTBa 00YYEHHOIO BEpPXOBOM €3/1€, OT JUJIeTaHTa.
[Mosatomy Asmca, OKaJIOBaBIIUCh HA CTpaIHbe TOOOM, KoTopbie Jlopa ¢ SHTy3na3sMoM MHCIEHHPO-
BaJla B MaJIEHbKOM JBOpUKe YEPHOro 3amMKa, IoBeJa )KMBOTHOE 3a oBoAbsA. Ho naxe 1o eil ynaBa-
JIOCh C OOJIBIIIAM TPYAOM. YKe uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OOphOBI C HETOCIYIIHOM JIommaapio, AJrca
YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO BEYHOCTH TsIHY/Ia OereMoTa 13 0oJoTa.

Ha HekoTopom paccTosiHMM 3a Heill MEAJIEHHO NepeBUraiach Kapera, KOTOpYIO Tallluil MOHY-
phlii sxepedelt, 1 0 AJIMChI OPOI JOHOCKIIMCH OOpbIBKY (ppas: Jlopa, HEAOBOJIbHAS TEM, UTO BHEIl-
HUi1 0011k TEMHOI rocoXu NOABEPIcsl TAKOMY BapBapcKOMY M3MEHEHHIO, BOpyaJa He NepecTaBasi.

— Bcé xoporno, — npouientana Ajnuca U, IEpHYB B OYE€PEAHON pa3 3a MOBOAbS, MbITASICh 3aCTa-
BUTb JIOLIA/b CIYIIAThCS, IPOCTOHANA: — I cripaBmocs!

N3 okHa ka3zasioch, yTo opora ot YépHoro 3aMka 10 besnoro He Takas yx M Joirasi, HO ceid-
yac Ajmca cuMTaja, 4To oHa OeckoHeyHa! biaro, ieHb KJIIOHWICS K BeYepy, U CO CTOPOHBI Jieca,
Hecsl apoMarthl XBOM M I'pUOOB, MO/LYJT MPOXJIaAHBIA BeTepok. TpaBa 3airymena 1, IOAUUHSASACh BETPY,
’KMBBIMM 3€JIEHBIMHM BOJIHAMU JlacKasia B30op. Haz royioBoi, ornaias OKpyry 3BOHKMM LIE0ETOM, TO
1 JIeJI0 MPOJIeTaIN IIyMHBbIE CTAlKK MTUYYT.

Anuca obnu3asia cyxue ryobl M IOKOCHJIACh Ha CTPaKHUKA, KOTOPBIX 3aCThUT HA KO3/1aX. MOKHO
71 nonpocuth Boapl? CunTaeTcs, 4To roHell, pa3o3luB TEMHYI0 roCHoxky, MOABEPICs KECTOKOMY
HaKa3aHUIO, TaK YTO, CKOPEE BCETr0, CTPAKHUK HE CKAIUTCA HaJl IOHLIOM.

Auica 3a1yMurBO IOCMOTpesa Ha TEMHoOe OrecTsinee ceaso. B gpunpMax yacto nokaspiBanmy,
YTO MYTHUKYU MPHUKPEIUISUI K HUM KOKaHble (PIIsTH ¢ BOJOM, HO TPYJHO OBUIO MOHSTH NpeJHa3Ha-
YEeHUEe BCEero, 4to BUceso Ha cemyie. OHa MOTAHYJAch K HEOONBIIOMY MEIIOYKY, U JIOAJb BAPYT
MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOW U, U3BEPHYBLINCH, KYCHYJIA PYKY MOJCTABHOM XO35MKU. AJICa OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH
B3BU3THYJIa M BRIPOHMJIA MEIIOYEK, U3 KOTOPOro B MbUIb YIIAIX HEPOBHBIE Oeltble Kycku. Jlomans Tyt
K€ OMyCTUJIa TOJIOBY U CJIM3HYJA X OJMH 32 JIPYTHM. ..
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Aunvca mprOnM3KIa K I1a3aM pyKy U, paccMaTpHBasi clie]] OT yKyca, BeIpyraiack. biaro, Kposu
He ObUIO, HO KMCTh IMOKPAcHeIa ¥ 3aHblIa. Psj0M ocTaHOBHIaCh KapeTa, M M3 OKHA BHITTISIHYJIa BCTpe-
BoxeHHas Jlopa:

— Yro0 ciyuyniocs?

— DTa TBapb Kycaercsi, — TUXO M0KaJoBajIach AJuca.

Psinom ¢ coBeTHuMIIEH B OKHE MOKa3anach OecpopMeHHasi OT HAMOTAHHBIX CJIOEB BYaJl T'OJIOBA
[ona.

— Tl 3auem et Bech caxap cCKopmmiia? — 3ammries oH. — PozaMyHza *ke Tak u 3a0071eTh MOXKeT!

— 41 Bonmy mckana, — onpaBAbIBasiCh, MpollenTana Anuca, U nokasayia pyky: — M nocrpanana
4, a He 9Ta Kjsya!

— He mocrpanana, a nocrpanan, — xmypo nonpaswia e€ Jlopa v, mpoTsHyB HEOOJBIIION KyB-
MIMHYMK, JoOaBwia: — Ha, riei!

AJnca xa/IHO IPUHUKJIA K TOPJIBIIIKY: TEMUIAsi HEMHOIO C/IAJKOBaTasi BOJa YHEC/a YCTaJIOCTb.
OueHb XOTEJIOCh YMBIThCS, HO Torja Ajvca noBpeansa Obl «KpOBaBblii» IprM. TSKeI0 B3IOXHYB,
BEpHyJIa KyBIIUH Jlope 1 NOTSAHY/ A JIoMmaab K BOPOTaM: OCTaJI0Ch COBCEM HEMHOIO!

Tsokénple MbIcM ofoneBayid Anucy. Bpsin 1M oHa cymeer JIMIIUTh KOTO-JMOO KU3HH. ..
HeBaxHO: OTpaBUTH WJIM MBIPHYTh HOKOM, OHA MPOCTO HE CMOXKET 3TOoro cAenarth! Jlaxe ecau npen-
CTaBUTb, UTO BCE ITO — JIMIIb BUPTYaJIbHASL PEATLHOCTD, — BCETO JIMIIIb IIyTep! — BCE paBHO He IMOIy-
yurcs! [lotomy 4To HM OHA Urpa B MUpPE HE NepelacT TerJia Tell, 3araxa KpoBU U peajibHOW orac-
HOCTH.

Ho kak ’xe UCTIONHUTD NpeiHa3HaueHre CBOETO NIEPCOHAkKa M BEPHYTHCS B CBOM Mup? Ajmca
CKPHMBUJIACH ¥ TIOTEPJIa HOIOIIYIO PYKY: Ta eIé OOJbIIe MOKpacHe a U 3aMeTHO omyxJia. Jloma b, Boc-
TOJIb30BABIIINCH OCJA0JEHHBIMU MTOBOJbSIMHU, TYT K€ HAIJIO OIMYCTHJIA TOJIOBY M MPHUHSIIACH IIMTIAThH
TpaBy. AJica, CTpaAaIbyecKy MPOCTOHAB, TPUBBIYHBIM YKe JIBUKCHUEM TOTSHY/IA 32 BIAKHBIA OT
MOTa peMeHb U YHBUIO IOCMOTpesIa Ha OeJIOCHEKHYIO TPOMaJly BO3BBIIIAIONIETOCS Miepe]] HUMH CTPO-
eHUS.

Wpnes, koTopas npuiiuia ei B roioBy B YEpHOM 3aMKe, ¢ KakI0M MUHYTOI Ka3asiach BCE Ooree
reHuabHOM. KOHEeuHO, mpeBpariarh ckay B Mecok He uMesio cMbiciaa. Ho eciim Bepre ymactest u3o0-
pecTu BUpYC, KOTOPBIX OyAeT NOXUPATh KAMHH, OyJeT BOZMOKHOCTD 3arJIsTHYTh B CAMBbIE HEITPUCTYTI-
Hble yroiku besoro 3amka 1 HaillTU IOKYMEHT, U3-3a KOTOporo TéMHas rocroxa BbIHYK/JIEHA BHIIATU
3aMyK U TeM CaMbIM TepeaTh KopoHy Biaactutens Kinony. A ona, Anmca, OyAaeT IIITUOHOM. .. HET,
uckareseM cokposuina!l Begp 3ToT ykas npaktudyecku Oumier Ha poauHy. C 3TUM OHa TOYHO Cripa-
BUTCS !

PemmBiick, Asrca HeTeprearBo MOTSAHY/Ia TIOBO/ILS M NoIaraa ObicTpee: JIolaab, YAUBUB-
IIACh HEO)KUJIAHHOW CTPOTOCTU MOBOABIPS], MOCITYIITHO MOTOMAJIA PSAOM, OOJIBIIE HE TIHITAsICh IEPeKy-
cuth. Kapera 3amepiia y BOPOT, U CTPaKHUK, CIIPHITHYB C KO3€J, TYJIKO nocty4ai. Hebombinas qsepiia
MIPUOTKPBLIACh, U B 00pa3oBaBIIeiics mean AJica pasrisaena Kpyiblid OT YAUBJICHHS WIN yxKaca
r1a3. Barsa, HanpaB/ieHHBIN Ha HEe€, CJIOBHO BbI3bIBAJIA IEKOTKY, U AJTMCa HEBOJILHO XMXHUKHYJIA:

— Iloxoxe, 51 mepecTapayiach C TPUMOM. .. DU, MyXKUK, He JIpeidb, s He Y€pPToB 30MOU!

Jlopa, ToporIMBO BhIJIe3J1a U3 KapeThl U, TIo0ekaB K AJuce, OTAEpHYJIA e€ 32 PYKY.

— lNocrioguH, — paccepkeHHON 3Meél 3amuunena oHa. — HasbiBaii ero rocnoguHom! A To Best
TBOSI 3aTesl TPOBAJIMTCS, TAK U HE HAYABIIUC. .. V1 MOKJIOHKCH.

Aunuca cxana 3yObl ¥, CKJIOHUBIINCH, KaK B KUHO, TPOMKO MTPOBO3IJIACHIA:

— Témuas rocnoxa mpuokLIa 1o mpukaly CBETI0ro rocroanHa !

[Henp TyT %€ vcyesna, U Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT BOPOTa MEUIEHHO OTBOPWINCH. 3a HUMU
Anuca ¢ udymsieHreM yBujena tonmy. [lputuxiiume moaym HacTOPOKEHHO 3aMepiIM TaK MCITyTaHHO,
CJIOBHO B besblil 3aMOK 3asiBWJIach camMa CMEpTb U, pa3MaxuBas OCTPOH KOCOH, peliaja, KOro ke
3a0parh NepBbIM. B3IIs/161 ¥ rOCTION B CMEIIHBIX Pa3HOIBETHBIX OfICKAAX, MU CTPAKHUKOB, U JIOJCH B
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MIPOCTHIX XOJIIIOBBIX ONIeK/1aX ObUIM MPUKOBAHBI K KapeTe. Ha Anmcy HUKTO He oOpaiiian BHUMaHuUs,
1 OHa JIETOHBKO BBIIOXHYJIA.

TyT ToNma 3aleBeauiach, CJIOBHO OTPOMHBIN KMBOW OpPraHW3M, BbIIOXHYJIA, JIIOAW PACCTYIH-
JIMCh, U AJca yBUJIENa BBICOKOTO KpacaBlia C JUIMHHBIMU TEMHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH, PACCHINABIIMMUCS
1o 6esocHe:)kHOMY Kam3oity. Cepilie e€ 3aKOJIOTHIIOCh, a AbIXaHHe MepexBaTHiIo, U AJuca, OIlyTHB,
KAaK BCIIBIXHYJIM IIEKU, HEBOJIBHO OIYCTHMJIA JIULIO.

—I'ne ronen?

VYenpimap pe3kuii okpuk CBETIOro rocroanHa, Anuca cxkanach U, OOsICh MOAHATH I71a3a, ele
BBITOBOpHJIA:

— 41 31ech, roCIIoguH. ..

VYenpimana, Kak OIypHIMT rpaBuid noj Horamu Kioga m Bxkaja rosioBy B IUIEUH: a 4UTO, €CIIH,
HECMOTps1 Ha 0Ope3aHHbIE BOJIOCHI M TPUM, OH y3HaeT TEMHYIO rocroxy?

— Tw1? — T'onoc Knona nokazascs eil ynuein€HHbIM. — Thl ke He roHenr! Kto tei? [Mogaumu
roJIoBY !

Cepaire AnHch IPOMYCTHIIO yAap, a BO PTy Mepecoxyio. Anuca, codepuch! HyxHO urpars 10
KOHII.

— 4] NOMOIIHMK KOHIOXa, FOCTIOJHH, — MpoJieneTana oHa. — $1 BbI3BasIach... KX€... BbI3BAJICS
oTHecTH yka3 Ceerioro rocrnioguHa B YEpHBIH 3aMOK, IOTOMY UTO. .. TOHIIBL. .. OHU ObLIN 3aHSTHI.

VYenplmas THXUI CMEIIOK, OHAa MEIJIEHHO TOZIHsJIa TOoJIoBY U nocMotpena Ha Kiona, oxunas
BCEro, 4To yrogHo... Ceemisie m1a3a Kioga cBepkHyau, TEMHBIE OPOBH COILIKCH HAa TIEPEHOCHUIIE, a
yJIBIOKA CIION3/1a C KPACUBBIX TYO.

— Yto ¢ TBOMM JMIIOM? — MPOpHIYaJ OH U OPOCKJT B HAIIPABJICHUM KapeThl B3IJIS, TOTHBINA
TaKOM HEHABUCTH, YTO IO CIHMHE AJIMCHI POKATUIIACH Jie/IsiHAs BOJIHA: — Mojkelb He oTBevarsh. 51
Y TaK 3HaI.

OH pemuTenbHO HIArHYJI K Kapete, Ho yTh Kiony nperpaauia nosnxas ¢gurypa Jlopsl.

— Jonrux net! — BEXJIMBO MPOrOBOPHMIIA OHA U, CKIIOHUBIIUCH, 100aBma: — Musoctu CBeTioro
rocriofuHal

— Anica, — He 0OpaTHB BHUMaHMsI HA COBETHHMILY, TPOMKO rporoBoput Kiox, — Bexonu!

OH cypoBO ITOCMOTpEJT Ha COBETHMILY, KOTOpasi He MpoIycKajla FOCIIoJMHA K KapeTe, HO OHa
JIMIIb PACKUHYJIA PYKU B CTOPOHBI:

— T'ocnioka He sxenaer oOmaThes.

Ona nocMotpesna Ha AJIMCY TaK MHOTO3HAYMTENBHO, UYTO Ta CYIOPOXKHO BLIENWIACh B PyKaB
Knonga. Ceemislil rocnonuH OOEpHYJICS M HEMOHMMAIOIIE MOCMOTPENl HAa MAJIbUMIIKY, KOTOPBIH
nocMen 6e3 pa3pelieHnsi IPUKOCHYTHCS K O1aropogHOMY rOCIOUHY. AJrica, 3aMeTHB, 4TO Ha OeJo-
CHEXXHOW TKaHU OCTAJIMCh KPOBABO-TPSI3HBIE CJIEJIbl OT €€ UCMAaYKaHHBIX MaJbLEB, OCHENIHO OTAEDP-
HYJa PyKH.

— W3BuHM, — mpoOOpMOTAasIa OHA M, OTYASHHO MOKPACHEB, HEJIOBKO MOKJIOHWIIACH U MPOTSIHYJA
cepblii CBUTOK. — BoT. OTBeT TEMHOM rocroxu. . .

locnionuH Jierko ybIOHYJICS U TIOKAyaJl TOIOBOM:

— Ilpennaraenis MHe IpovecTb €ro camomy?

Anmca ynuBIEHHO Bo33puiack Ha Kiopa:

— A TBI HE yMeelllb YUTaTh?

Knon pacrepsinHO paccMmesiics, a K AJHce MOACKOYMII KaKOR-TO MapeHb U, BBIPBAB U3 €€ PyK
CBUTOK, ITPOLIMIIEIN:

— Moumun, npunypok! Pasymeercsi, CBeiblil rocriofud ymeeT untarb. Ho 3T0 00s3aHHOCTh
roxa!

OH 0CTOPOXXHO pa3BEpHYJI CBUTOK U, TOPJO BHIIPAMUBILKUCH, FPOMKO 3a4MTajl OTBET TEMHON
rocroku. Ajmca, He 3Hasi, 4YTO MMEHHO Hamucasa Jlopa, Toxe ¢ MHTEpecoM MPUCITYIIUBAIACh, HO C
KaX[bIM CJIOBOM BCE OOJIbIIIE JKeJlaa MPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMTi0. COBETHHIIA MPEAyIpPEsKAaia, CTO
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Hacrosas Ajuca 4pe3BblYailHO CapKacTU4Ha, HO TO, YTO TOP;KECTBEHHO JIEKJIaMUPOBaJl TEMHOBO-
JIOCBII TOHEL, OKA3aJI0Ch CJIUILIKOM Y. .. SI3BUTEJIbHBIM.

Tonmna 3amrymena, pa3iaiuch BOSMYIIEHHbIE BHIKPUKHM, KTO-TO TpeOOBas BHTAIUTh TEMHYIO
TOCIIOXKY M3 KapeThl M IIPU3BATh K OTBETY 3a HeyBaxkeHHe K CBETJIOMy TOCIIOIMHY, HO HUKTO C MECTa
Tak U He caBuHyJIcs. Ctpax nepes TEMHOM rocrokoil He NO3BOJI HUKOMY JIaKe BBIMTH 3a MPe/Iesibl
BOPOT. AJIMCa BOCXUILIEHHO MPUCBUCTHYJA: BCE-TAKM CKUJUI 3JI0IEMKY MPOKayaH HEerIoxo!

Kion nonHsn pyky, v BoLapusach TUIIMHA.

— 4 npunumaro ycioBusi TEMHOM TOCIIOKH, — XOJIOAHO MPOU3HEC OH. — MEHsI OHU MOJTHOCTBIO
ycTpauBaioT! AJica, HaXofsiCh B 3aTOYEHUH, HE CMOXET OOJIbIIIe TBOPUTH 3710. A TO, YTO OHA HE
XOUeT HU ¢ KeM o0mmiaTees. .. He qymaro, uto B Beniom 3amMke HalaETCss XOTh OJMH YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBI
paccTpomics Obl U3-3a 3TOTO.

OH onyctua pyky, u Jlopa, KUBHYB, CKpbLIach B KapeTte, a AJiica XMbIKHYJIA: BOT Tak CBETJIbII
TOCIIONIMH AaJl IOHSATh, YTO OE3MEPHO CYACTIIMB He BUIETh U HE CIIBIIIATh COOCTBEHHYIO HeBecTy. Ho
OHH-TO KakK pa3 TOro u A00MBaIvch! MeajeHHO BHIJOXHYIA: KQKETCsl, TPOKATHIIO. . .

Kapera MenieHHO 1BUHYIACh, U HAPOJ, PACCTYMUIICA TaK MOCHEITHO, CJIOBHO B HEW €XaJlu Ipo-
Kaxk€HHble. U MIb OOMH CYXOHBKMI CTapUYOK 3aCyeTUJICS BOKPYT, HO AJIUCY 3TO HE BOJIHOBAJIO:
Jlopa He IoTyCTHT, 4TOOBI XOTh KTO-TO MPUOIM3UIICA K JiKe-Tocnoke. Ecnu yx oHa cymena octaHo-
BuTh Kitoz1a, To 1 Kako#-TO IpeBHUI IPUIBOPHBIN TOXE He OyIeT TOMEXOM.

Ha nutedo eit nerna Tsok€nas pyka, v Ajmca, B3IPOrHyB, e[1Ba yaepxkajiach oT kpuka. [TogHsina
I71a3a Ha TOrO CaMOTO MapHs1, KOTOPHIA BRIPBAI U3 €€ PyK CBUTOK, YTOOBI 3auuTaTh CBETIIOMY TrOCHO-
avny. [oHern yibiOasics:

— Tol Kak, npusTens? — BopoBato omisAeBIINCh, OH CYHYJ B PYKY AJIMCH MaJICHbKUI MeTaJl-
JIMYECKUI KPyIJIsll ¢ JbIpKoil ocepeauHe: — Bor. Kak noroBapuBasuck... 11 Hukomy He rosopu!
A TO...

OH npucTaBu nasien; cede K Topity U, BBIPA3UTENIbHO BHITAPAIUBILIKCH, MEAJIEHHO MTPOBEN HOT -
TEM OT yXa K yXy. AJIMca CyJOPOXHO CIJIOTHYJA U KMBHYJA, ¥ MapeHb, PACXOXOTABIIUCH, OBICTPO
OTOIIEN K IPYIITE JIIOIeH B MOJOOHOM Ofek/ie, KaK 1 Ha HEM.

— Yro TH1 emy gan? Heyxenu, 3aruiatin 3a o, uto [lon oTBE3 muchMo 3a 1eds?..

— Bor emg! 1o munocthinA. .. Tl m1sHb Ha Hero! [Ipurogurcs Ha 3Haxaps. ..

Cmesich 1 IOATPYHUBAS APYT HAJL JPYTOM, TOHIIBI CKPBUIMCH B OJJHOM U3 OSJIOCHEKHBIX 3JaHUM.
Anuca, cKUMasi MOHETKY, CMOTpeJia, KaK CTpPaXHUKHU 3aKpblBaloT Bopota. M 4ro Teneps nenars?
OpnyH U3 cTpaxkei, MpoXoAs MUMO, OTBECUJ €l MOI3aTbUIbHUK

— Yto 3acteLi, manan? Begu jomans Ha KOHIOMIHIO!

OH MaxHyJ pyKoil, 1 Ayuca CyJOpOXXHO BLEMWJIACh B METALIMUYECKYIO TIEpYaTKY:

— IlsinenbKa, a rae KoHoIHA ? — CTpakHUK 3aCThUT HA MecTe, U AJlica UCITyTaHHO BCMOTpeach
B [1POpPE3b, IbITasACh NoMMarth B3IsAA. [logozpeBaer? OHa CKpUBHIIACh M KOCHYJIACh CBOETO 3aThLIKA: —
MHe nayikoii 1o rojose nonaian! Kaxercs, ¢ maMaThIO YTO-TO. ..

— KoHmomHs TaM, — CTpaKHUK pa3BepHY/I €€ 3a IUIeUYd B CTOPOHY HEOOJIBIIOrO CTPOCHUS C
HaBECOM, a 3aTeM yKa3aJl PyKOW Ha HEBBICOKYIO KPYIJIyIO OallleHKy: — A TaM 3Haxapb.

N ocraBuB Anucy B ogMHOYecTBe, nomiaraji npous. Ilnomane MeaneHHo omycrena: Hapof,
JO’K/IABIINCh OKOHYAHUS TIPE/ICTaBIICHUsI, pa3Opeiaicsl IO CBOMM JieiaM, M AJiica, CyHyB MOHETKY
B KapMaH, MOTSHYJIa JIOIa/ib B CTOPOHY KOHIOIIIHHU.

[TOKOT KONBIT pa3HOCUJICS MO IJIOIIAAM: JIOIIAb TeNepb CIyllalach MaJICHILIEro JABUKEHUS.
Bo3MorkHO, OHa TPUBBIKJIA MK AJTMCa MPOIIUIA CBOE0Opa3HOE UCTIBITAHUE, KOT/Ia TaIliIa e€ 3a MOBO-
ObsI OT 3aMKa K 3aMKY... WJIH, — U 9TO OOJIbIIE MOXO0XKe Ha MpaBy, — CpadoTaso Ieapoe yromenue!
Aunmca Beerjia ymena ObICTpO JOOUTBCS JOBEpUsI COOAK M KOIIEK, HO BOT C TAKOW KPYITHOW CKOTUHOW
oOmaack BrepBble. Bc€ oka3anoch He Tak CTPAIIHO, KaK MOKAa3aJIoch BHavase. Ajica 01arofgapHo
TMOIJIA/IIIA JIOIA b 110 TJIAIKOW MOpJE, U B OTBET yCIbIIIaga KOPOTKoe (pbipkaHbe. Moxker, monoo-
peBIliee XKMUBOTHOE OOJIbIIIe He OyaeT KycaThes?
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A pyka HbUIa BCE cuiIbHEe, M AJMCAa HEBOJIBHO MOKOCWJIACh Ha KPYINyIO OallleHKY: Cyasl Mo
CJIOBaM BOJIILIEOHMIIBI, JISYMIM B 3TOM MHpe JHIIb 3Haxapu. Ho kak k Hum moitu? Hecmotpst Ha
TO YTO JIEHBI'Y €CTh, JTIOOOW Bpay C XOIy OMPEIEHT, YTO BCE «YBEeUbsi» OT MOOOEB — JIUIIb (PUKIIHS.
A 3HAUYUT, C pyKOU MPpUAETCSA pa3OMpPaThCs CAMOCTOSITENIbHO. FIHaUe pacKpoloT.

B3noxnyB, Anuca nosesna MoCIyIIHYIO JIONIaAb K MPUOTKPHITHIM BOPOTaM. BHYTpH KOHIOIIHU
ObLIO HA YIUBJICHUE CBETJIO: COJTHEUHBIN CBET, MPOHUKAIOIINN B MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE OKHA, 30JI0THIMU
CTOJNAMU YNHUPAJICA B KENTYI0 coioMy. THIIMHY Hapyllaad IypiiaHue W (PblpKaHbe, HECHJIBHO
MaxXJI0 HABO30M U TPEJIOi TPABOM.

Tyt Anuca yBuaena, Kak U3 JaJIbHEr0 BOJbepa BHICKOYMII BHICOKUI CBETJIOBOJIOCHIN MAapeHb.
OH pyrHyJcs 1 U130 BCeX CHJI YAapuJil KyJIakoM TIO CTEHe.

— Jla uro xe oHa TBOpUT?! — ['0NTOC MapHs Ipoxkalt oT sspoctu. — 3aueM npuexana? O, Tens!

AJrca HEBOJIBHO OTCTYNNJIA, HATKHYJIACh Ha JIOIIA/Ib, ¥ Ta HETPOMKO 3ap:kasia. [lapeHs B3por-
HYJI U PE3KO BBIIPSIMUWICS, B3IJIS/ €r0 MPOH3UTENbHO-CUHUX I71a3 CJIOBHO MPUTBO3AMI AJUCY K
mecty. Ceparie e€ MpomycTuiIo yaap, JaoHd MTHOBEHHO Beriotenu. [lokas3anochk, Wi OH y3Ha e€?
Aurca mocrapasiach YCIIOKOUTb PBAaHOE AbIXaHHME, HO OLIYTWJIA, KaK IEKH MPEeAaTebCKH ONaJUIIO
xapom. CriokoiHo! Mosxert, 3To KoHIoX. .. Pazymeercs, on 3HaeT [lona. A Takoe BeIpaskeHUe JIHIa y
HEro MOTOMY 4TO TTOMOIIHUKA U30MJIIH.

TeMm BpemMeHeM HapeHb, MSTKO, CIIOBHO XUIIHBIA 3BEpb, IIarHyJl HaBcTpedy. He oTpeiBas oT
M@ AJIUCH IPUCTATIBHOTO B3IJISIA, OH OBICTPO MPHOIIIKAJICS, U OHA HEBOJIBHO OTIIATHYJIACh, BHOBD
CIIMHOM YIepIIuch B TEMIBINA OOK Jtomaau. HesHakomelr moiomién BIJIOTHYIO U, TIOJIOKUB PYKH €l Ha
ieun, ObicTpo ocMoTpen Anucy. ['opsiuee npixaHue 0OOKITIO e€, U Anrca 3amepiia.

BOnm3m crano 3ameTHO, 4TO He3HaKOMell He crapire e€. KBagpaTHoe JUII0 MOXHO OBLIO Obl
Ha3BaTh KPACUBBIM, ecii Obl He TPYOBI IIpaMm, rmepeceKaronivii JieByto mEKy. Tak, CJIOBHO HEKOria
pyOaHy/ MeYoM, ¥ apeHb JIMIIb YyJOM He JIMIIAJICA I71a3a. .. A TakuX 171a3 rpex aumarbest! Orpom-
Hble, CJIOBHO aHMMOIIIHBIE, U TaKWe HENpaBIONoJOOHO-CHHKE, YTO MepexBaThiBajo ayX. IlapeHb
BAPYT YJBIOHYJICS, Y JIMIIO €70 MCKA3MJIOCh: YBEUHas IIeKa OCTaIach HEMOIBMKHOM, TOITOMY YIIBIOKA
BBIIIIJIa KPUBOM, CJIOBHO ycMelnka. Ho Asrca He oTpbiBajia B3MJIsiAa OT IJ1a3, KOTOpble OyATO Obl U3ITy-
YaJii CBET, KaK CKBO3b TOJIIILY BOJIBI IIPOHUKAIOT COTHEYHBIE JTYYH.

— 41 pan Tes1 BUIETH! — TUXO MPOM3HEC OH, U MO CIMHE AJIMCHI MTOOEKATN MY PAIIIKH.

— Teo!

[Napens B3ApOTrHYN U, OPOCUB KOPOTKHUI B3MJIs[ B CTOPOHY BOPOT, BIPYT MpHKal AJHCY K
I'PYIM U pa3BepHYJICS, CKpbIBasl €€ CBOUM TeJIOM:

— 4 3anar, Ctus. TebGe 4TO-TO HYKHO?

— Ilona wurry, — BOPWIMBO OTBETUJI MYKCKOH rosoc. — ['0OBOPSAT, MaIbUMIIIKY KECTOKO M30MIN
B YEpHOM 3aMKe.

— bpemyT, — rpomko orBetun Teo u, He AaBasg Ajmce Jaxe NMOLIEBEIUTHCS, TPONOIKUAI: — S
Bujiel ero. He Tak yk CHITBHO eMy JOCTaJloCh. .. 3Haelllb, MHE KaKeTcs, TallaH caM HapBaJICsl, YTOObI
MOJTy4UTh napy tipamos. Tel ke 3Haens [ona!

Paznancst KOpoTKUI CMENIOK:

— 3nato! C Hero cranercs. .. [lanan Bcerga xoten ObITh TOXOXKUM Ha TeOst. COBEPIIEHHO YOK-
HyTbii! [lpamel eMy nogasaii. .. JlaqHo. 3axouer, MycTh MPUXOAUT B MOIO OAIITHIO.

— Cnacu6o, CtuB, — KpukHy:1 Teo.

Aunuca, onryias 3amax MysKCKOTO Tesa, CMYIIEHHO TOTBITANIACh OTCTPAHUTHCS, HO Teo mpuxka
e€ eme cuibHee. [IpucaymmBasace, OH HE JBUTAJICS C MECTA, U JIMIIb Y€pe3 HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT ME/-
JIEHHO BBIJIOXHYJI U OTITYCTHJI €€.

AJnrca TOPOIUTMBO OTCKOYMJIA U, TIpsYa MCMAyKaHHOE B TPHMeE JIMIO, MTPOTOBOPHJIA, CTapa-
TeJIbHO mofpaxas MaHepe [lona:

— Tax pan, uto s ocraics xuB?
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OHa y>xe NoHsIa, YTO YEJIOBEK CO IIPaMOM — KOHIOX, TIOMOIITHUKOM KOToporo u padotai [Tod.
Ceituac Bc€ 3aBUCENO OT TOTO, CyMeeT JI OHa OOMaHyTh 3Toro 4yesnoBeka. Eciu yx Teo He yBuIuT
MOIMEHBI, TO MOKHO HE BOJTHOBAThCSI.

— Pan, — xmpikay1 Teo. OH MPOHMYHO MOKOCWICSI HA AJTUCY, U Cep/lie €€ OTYasTHHO 3aKO0JI0-
THJIOCh, HO MAPEHb JIMILb ClIpociil: — Thl B opsiike?

— Bomut HemHoro, — Beimanmia Anuca. VicrnbitaB orpoMHOe 0OerdyeHue, oHa mpoTsiHyJa pyKy
Y MPOJIEMOHCTPHPOBAIA YKYC Jomany. — boock, Oyaer BocnaneHue. . .

— He 6oiicsa, — xoxotHyn Teo, — BocnasieHue yxe ecTb. UTOo ThI TAKOTO cienania... — AJmca
3amMepsia Ha MeCTe, 110 Tesly ITPOKaTUIach BOJIHA kapa, HO Teo TyT e nornpasuics: — YTo Tl Takoro
cnenan Pozamynne, uro oHa TeOs yKycuia?

Agnuca xe efBa JIpllajia: Heyxenu, e€ packycuan? Mnu napens npocto oropopusiics? Her, kak
Takoe Bo3MoxHO? Ho, ecii oH y3Ha, uyto oHa — He [lon, nouemy npomonuan? [Touemy He mycTui
JOKTOpa... — Th(py! — 3Haxapsa? OHa HEBOJIBHO OTCTyNUIa OT Teo, a TOT, CJIOBHO He 3ameyast e
3aMeIaTeNbCTBA, MOJOIIEN K Po3amyHIe 1 noxJionai e€ 1o XoJke:

— YT0 3TOT IpOXOaMMell HaTBOpuII, a?

Jlomagp, pazymeercs, He OTBETWIA, HO Teo M He *kJajl, MOAXBaTUII €€ MO V3Bl U MOBET K
OIHOMY U3 BOJILEPOB.

— Tax yx u ObITh, — yCTbIIIIATa AJHca, — CEroAHs caM BbIMOIO Po3amyHy. Pa3 yx Tl paHeH,
W K cebe.

— A 3710 Kyza? — BCTpeNeHy/1ach OHa U TYT ke IMPUKYCHIa I3bIYO0K: eciiu oHa — [loi, To u cama
Jo/mkHa 3HaTh 310! Y moaToMy Asmca nocrenHo qooaBuia: — MeHs 10 TOJlIOBe yIapuiv, KaKeTcs,
y MeH JIETKast aMHe3Hs. .. TO €CTh... ... MaMATh Mponasal

— Jla? — Teo 3anHTEpEeCOBAHHO BBITJISIHYT U3 BoJibepa. — U gake Post He moMHuUIIb?

— He nomH10, — COKpYIIEHHO Npon3Heca Anca.

— CouyBcTByI10, — XMBIKHYJI Teo, cKpbIBasich 3a aBeplieit Boibepa. M Anuca ycnbiinana: — Uou
MIPSIMO JI0 CaMO¥M JIECTHUIIBI, IOJIHUMANICsl Ha BTOPOM 3Tax. TBOs KOMHATa — BTOpasi MO CUETY.

AJrca HaCTOPOKEHHO IMOCMOTpeIa BIITyOb KOHIOIIHY U, COOPABIIKCH C JyXOM, TIOIIUIA BIIEPEN.
[Tpoxoast MUMO BOJIBEPOB, OHA C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM BEpTesia TOJOBOM, paccMaTprBasi KPaCHUBbBIX KOHEH,
Y J]a)ke HEBBICOKHUX OCIIMKOB, KOTOPbIE IPYKeI0OHO TSHYIIM K Hel CBOM CMeIIHble MOpabL. JlecTHuia
CBETJIeNIa 32 CTOTOM CeHa, M Auinca ObICTPO MOJHSIACH IO JIEPEeBSHHBIM CTyneHbKaM. OKa3aBIIMCh
Ha BTOPOM 3Ta’ke, OHa C JIIOOOIMBITCTBOM OIJIsifieNachk. [IBeph B MepByl0 KOMHATy ObUla OTKpbITA, U,
HE cepKaBIIMCh, AJca 3arIsHyJIa.

BHyTpH ObLJIO MOYTH ITyCTO: CTOJM, CTYJ M HE4TO... HedTo HamoMuHamo KpoBarh, B KOTOPYIO
JISKET pa3Be UTO BaMIUP: Y3KUI JJIMHHBIN SIIUK, BHYTPU KOTOPOTO TOHKUM CJIOEM HAChIIIaH TEMHBIN
TMIECOK, CTOSIJT HA BBICOKMX HOXKax. AJMca BOILIA M PACTEPSHHO MPUKOCHYJIACh K MOJTMPOBAHHOMY
JepeBy. A Belb OHa HE 3HAET, MOXKET, B 9TOM MUPE U BIIPSIMb KUBYT BaMnupbl! Y OJVH 13 HUX CITyKUT
B Besnom 3amke koHioxoM. [IpoTsiHyna pyKy M mpoBesia KOHYMKaMH MaIbIEB 10 TOOIEeCKUBAIOLIEMY
MIECOYKY: OH YEPHBII UM TEMHO-KpOBaBblii? KyTh Kakas. ..

[Nozaau pa3nasicss HU3KUI TUXHUH PhIK, U AJIMCa MOJTHUEHOCHO OOEPHYJIACh, OKU/1ast YBUAETh HA
MIOpOre PacCep:KEHHOr0 BaMITpa, HEJOBOJIBHOTO TEM, UTO KaJIKUI YEJIOBEUMILIKA OTBAKUIICS BOITU
B cBaATasA-cBATHIX! Ho mepen coOoil yBuzena JUIL OIPOMHYI0 MOXHATy0 coOaky. [aza e€ Obun
CKPBITHI JJTMHHOM YENKOM, 3aTO OCKaJieHHasl MacTh CBepKaja HaOOpOM HIMKAPHBIX OEJOCHEKHBIX
3y6oB. Cepaiie AJTUCH IPOTHYJIO.

— Kakoil munaxa! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia OHa ¥, MOTHUEHOCHO OKa3aBIIKCh PSIOM, Crpadacrania cue
MOXHATOe 4y/10 B 00bATHSX. — Thl KTO? Sl HMKOrIA He BUEa COOAKH IMKapHee!

Musaxa, coaBiaeHHBI B pyKax AJIMCBI, MCIIyTaHHO 3aCKYJIWJ U, IOBEPHYB T'OJIOBY, KJIALIHYJI
YEJIIOCTSIMU PSIZIOM C pyKOW AJIUCHI, MbITasICh yKycuTh. Ho Asmiica, IOBKO yBEpHYBIIUCH, CJIETKA IPU-
KyCHWJIa IJTMHHOE YXO IICa, ¥ TOT TOHEHbKO B3BU3THYIL.
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— To-10 xe! — BoCXUINIEHHO MpolenTaia Ajmca, C CUION TUCKas )KUBOTHOe. — $1 B TBOei cTae,
apyxwuiie! O60xkai0 OOIBIIMX MOXHATUKOB!

— Bor 310 m1060BB! — pazaasncs HaCMENLTUBBIN Tonoc Teo, KOTOPBIN CTOSI, MPUBATUBIIUCH K
KOCSIKY. — 51 Jake HEMHOTO PeBHYIO. .. TOJIbKO MoueMy Bbl MIJIyETECh B MOEW KOMHaTe?

Auca, TIOCTIeIITHO OMYCTHB JIMIIO, TIOJHSIACH M, He 00paliasi BHUMaHHs Ha OIIAJIEBINEro T1ca,
npodopMoTana:

— IIpoctu, s1 He coOMpasicsi BTOPraThCsi B TBOE MPOCTPAHCTBO. . .

— He cobupaiics, HO He yaepkacs, — CAapKaCTUYHO MPOroBOpriI Teo ¥ KMBHYJ Ha IMOBU3IMBA-
fomryio codaky: — Tak e y3Han Pes, na? OH pan! [laxe ciuiikom ajis cobaku, KOTopast He Buesa
XO03sIMHA BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO YacoB. He 3Haii s1, mogyman Obl, uto Peil mproOpén HoBoOro apyra. . .

— D, — 3aTpaBJIeHHO MPOTsAHYJa AJca, — Mbl CJIOBHO 3aHOBO y3Hauu Apyry apyra! Kcraru...
— MPOCTH, 51 HE TIOMHIO, — TIOYEMY ThI CITUIIb B TAKOW HEYHOOHOM. .. KpoBaTH?

— TBOsI KOMHaTa CJIeAyIoIasi, — HEOKUJAHHO XOJIOIHO TporoBopuil Teo.

AJnmca, KUBHYB, CMYIIIEHHO ITPOCKOYMIIA MUMO KOHIOXa, U Peil, BOCTOPKEHHO BUJIsISI XBOCTOM,
TMOCJIeJOBAJI 32 Hell. 3aKphIB IBEPh, OHA OITYCTUJIACH Ha JKECTKYIO HEYJOOHYIO KpPOBaTh U TIOKOCHJIACH
Ha ropy Ipsi3HOM OfIeXk bl B yrity. BoT Obl clofa ctupainbhyio Mammuny ! M aym! Y octaBKy KUTalCcKOi
enpl! Crioszia Ha 1os ¥, 0OXBaTUB MOXHATBIE YIIIM CBOETO HOBOTO JIpyra, IPOrOBOpUIIA:

— BoT s TyT, HO COBEpILIEHHO HE MPEACTABIIAL, YTO JeJiaTh Janbiie. A Beab B YUEpHOM 3aMKe
BCE Ka3aJIoOCh TaKUM MpocThiM! — Omepiiach pyKoid 0 KpoBaTh U, OANEPEB rOJIOBY JIAJOHBIO, TPOBOP-
yana: — Moxer, Jiyuinie Obi10 Obl caMOi OTIIPaBUTHCS B TeMHHMIy? Tam kopmsT. 1 Tam KpacaBumk
Kion. ..

Ona BcIOMHMJTA JJTUHHBIE IEJTKOBUCTHIE BOJIOCHI, KAKMM T03aBU10BaJI OBl JTI0OOM NTapeHb U3 e€
rpynmsl. CTOMIIO MPEACTaBUTh BHICOKYIO CTpOiHYI0 urypy Kitona B u€pnoii (pyTOONIKE M KOKAHBIX
IITaHAX, OOTATUBAIOIINX €r0 YIPyTue sIrOAUIIbl, KaK Mo Mog00pOIKY MOMOI3ia CliloHa. A Kak Obl OH
TpsIC CBOEH IIMKAPHOW I'PUBOM MOJ HAIlly MY3bIKY !

AJnvca 1oj, BIMSIHUEM BJIOXHOBEHUSI, BCKOUMIIA U, ITPEJCTABUB, YTO Y HEE B pyKax JIEKTPOTrU-
Tapa, IPUHSIACh UTPaTh BOOOpakaeMyio My3bIKy. My3bika Obla, M oueHb KiiaccHast! Ho 3Bydana oHa,
YBBI, TOJIBKO B TOJIOBE. A XOTeJIOCh OoJbItiero! Ajmca HEpPBHO OCMOTpENach, U TYT Cepille e€ Apor-
HYJIO TIpU BUJIe UHCTPYMEHTA, OTAAJIEHHO HAllOMUHAOIIEro rurapy. bpocunace U, pasmeras xJjam,
BBITAILLIWJIA JPAroliEHHYI0 HAXOIKY: [1a, KOPITYC CTPaHHBIN, MOaycdepoil, U rpud Kakoi-TO U30rHY-
THIA. 3aTO ecTh IecTh CTpyH! B 3amasie mornpoOoBaia u3Bjiedb My3bIKY, YePTHIXHYJIACh: CTPYHBI KYTh
Kakue HeynoOHble. Cesla Ha KpOBaTh U MOMBITAIACh CHOBA.

Yepes HekOTOpOE BpeMsl AJMce YIajaoCh IPUHOPOBUTHCA U U3BJIEYb XOTb YTO-TO OTAAJIEHHO
HAIOMUHAIOIIee MY3bIKY. YBJIEKIINCh, OHa COBEPIIEHHO 3a0blia Mpo O0b B pyKe, PO UyKOW MUP
U Jla)e PO KpacaBuMKa, KOTOpbIid HeHaBu e e€. OcTasack JIMIb OHAa U My3bIKa. .. €€ My3blka! Bot
ObI 3armucath HOTHI. OHA TIOJIHsJIA TOJIOBY U yBUzea Teo.

— He 3Hau, 4tO THI yMeelllb, — 33]yMUMBO IIPOrOBOPUJI OH, pacCMaTpuBasi UHCTPYMEHT B €€
pykax. — Otkyna y Te0s 310?

— He nomHI10, — BcnyraHHO NMUCKHYJ1a AJica.

Teo ycmexHyncsi U, BOWAS B KOMHATy, IIPUCE]T MEPe KPOBAThl0 HA KOPTOYKU. AKKYPAaTHO
BBIHYJI U3 PYK AJIMCHI MHCTPYMEHT U MOJIOKUIT Ha TIOKPHIBAJIO PSIIOM C HEOOJIBIIIMM CBEPTKOM, KOTO-
PpBIii TpUHEC ¢ coO0M. B3s1 €€ pyKy U TIIATEILHO OCMOTPEIT CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— C takoil pykoi elié urparh MbITAelIbCsi? — BOPWIMBO CIIPOCUJI OH U IMOCMOTpES Ha AJUCY
CHU3Y BBepx: — Heyxenu, He 60sIbHO?

He Bbinep:xaB npoH3UTENBHOTO B3MIsa (haHTACTUYECKUX [JIa3, OHA OTBEJIA I1a3a:

— Ceituac yxe OOJIbHO.

Teo XMBIKHYJ 1, pa3BepPHYB CBEPTOK, 10CTaJ HEOOJIBIITYIO CKIISTHKY U CBEPHYTYIO TIOJIOCKY CEepo-
BaToil TKaHU. HamasbiBas Ha MOBPEXIEHHYIO PYKY AJIMCH BOHIOUYI0 KOPUYHEBYIO KHKY, IIPOTOBO-
puI:
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— Ecnu Oypenis Harpsirath pyKy, BocHajieHue yciuTesl. — Jlymaio, Te0st ToKa OTCTPaHUTh OT
paboThl. MOXKeIIb CYUTATH ITO OTIABIXOM.

— Cnacu6o, — npobopmoTana Ajuca, 3a4apoBaHHO HaOMo/1ast, KAk OH HAMaThIBaeT Mogooue
OMHTA Ha €€ KUCTh. — A UTrpaTh MOXKHO?

Teo 3aKOHYMIT U TIPUCET PSAOM C AJIMCOM, OHA HEBOJIBHO CKAaJIach OT CTOJb OJIM3KOTO COCel-
CTBA, 2 KOHIOX KMBHYJ Ha 3a0MHTOBAHHYIO PYKY:

— A cMmoxern?

— Jlerko! — nmy4e3apHo yJbIOHYIach AJvica U, TIOAXBATUB TUTAPY, 3aMepiia Ha MUT, BHIOMpas,
YTO K€ TAKOTO ChIrparh. — BOT, Hanpumep. ..

My3bIKa JTMIach HEMPUBBIYHO ITTyXOBAaTO, MHCTPYMEHT CIYIIAJICsl, HECMOTPsI HAa 3a0MHTOBAH-
HYIO pYKY, AJluca MPUKpbUIa BEKH, HACTAXJasACh TeM, UTO JIIOOMIA AeaTh OOJbIIEe BCEro Ha CBETE.
Kak-To oHa cka3asia marjaHam u3 rpyIibl, YTO FOTOBA Jake OUTh CKAJIKOM 0 KacTPIoJie, JIUIIh Obl TBO-
PUTH MY3BIKY. YBBI, MaTh Bcera Obula MPOTUB 3TOTO yBJIEUEHH S, pBaJia IIAKaThl JIIOOUMOM T'PYIIIbI,
3anupaja Jo4b, He JaBasi YITU Ha peneTulrio. B KoHIe KOHIoB, AsiMca MPOCTO CAaJIach, ¢ TOJI0BOM
MOrPY3UBLINCH B UT'POBYIO PEATIBHOCTb . . .

Pyky nponsuia kopoTkas 00b, Anrca BCKpUKHYJIA U, 3aMETHB BBICTYIMBIIYIO HA MOYIIIEYKe
KaIutio KpoBH, CyHYJIa MaJiel] B POT U € YKacoM MOCMOTpesia Ha 0OOPBaHHYIO CTPYHY.

— O, "er! — npomamkasna oHa. — Yro xe genaarb?

Teo B3su1 rUTapy U3 €€ PyK W, B3I0XHYB, OTJIOKII B CTOPOHY. BHOBb mogxBaTui 6aHOUKY C
BOHIOUEHN Ma3blo:

— Cyns o BceMy, /10 Beuepa Thl HE JOKUBEIID.

JI€pHYI 3a PyKy U, BBHITAIIMB TaJiell, ObICTPO HamMa3all ero.

— Teo! — Pazpancst Kpuk TakoW CHIIBI, YTO OAaHOYKA MOMIPHITHYIA B IEPHYBIIUXCS PyKax H,
BBIIIaB, [MOKATUJIACh MO 1MOTy. — CBETIbli TOCIIOANH KeJIaeT 3HaTh, [I0UYEMY IIPEKPATUIIACh MY3bIKA.

AJnrca HEpBHO BCKOUMJIa C KPOBATU M OJHUM IIPbIKKOM OKa3alach y OKHa. 3aMETHUB BO JIBOpE
BbICOKYI0 (purypy Kiona, B3npornyna u otnpsinysia, HacTynus Ha Hory Teo. KoHiox B3 €€ 3a ruieun
Y, OTOBUHYB TaK, CJIOBHO OHA HUYETO HE BECUJIA, pacliaxHyJl OKHO.

— J1oOpbIX JieT, — paayIIHO MTPOrOBOPHJI OH. — ['ocrionuH xemnaeT npokatutbes? [IpurotoBUTh
Teoana?

— TbI ornox? — psABKHYJI HEBBICOKHMI TOJICTSIK, TOMUYLIMICSA MPsAMO Mo oKkHamu. — ['ocriogux
CIIpalllMBaEeT, IOYeMy IIPEeKpaTUIach My3blka?

— lNocnopyH MyTagimui COBETHUK, — CIIOKOMHO IporoBopui Teo. — 9t1o koHmomHs. Ecnu roc-
TIO/IMH K€J1aeT MOCIYIIaTh MY3bIKY, ITyCTh IPUIJIACUT MY3bIKAHTOB. .. §l MOTY JIMILIb IPUTOTOBUTH EMY
KOHSI.

ToncTsK CyeTmBO OCMOTpEJICS:

— J'OTOB MOKJIACTBCSA, UTO 3BYKH JIOHOCUJIUCH C ITOU CTOPOHBI.

— MHe kiisicTbes He Hy)HO, Mcac, — capkacTHuHO ckaszai Teo. — 51 0ObIYHBIN KOHIOX.

U co crykom 3aKkppl1 OKHO, AJlMca YIMBJIEHHO CMOTpPEJIA Ha €r0 Pa3ApaKEHHOE JIULIO.

— TeGe ne HpaButcs 1ot Mcac? — permiach oHa yTOYHUTh IPUYMHY HEIOBOJIbCTBA Teo.

— A KOMy OH HpaBUTCsI? — XMBIKHYJI KOHIOX. — JKaJIKuii moxanmm, TOTOBBIA U OpaTa ImpojaaTh,
I Obl 3a0pathes 1Mo Oestoli HariHe ene XoTs Obl Ha OTHY CTYIEHBKY Bhillie. — OH TIepeBEN B3I/
Ha MCTIOpYeHHYIO ruTapy: — Jlymaio, Tebe OoJIbilie He CTOUT UIPaTh.

— W o1 Tyna xe?! — B3BUIach Anuca. 3/10CTh OXBaTHIIA €€ TaK CUJIBbHO, UTO JIaXke Mepe/l ria3aMmu
MOTeMHeJI0: — Masio MHe MaTepH, Tak elIé M KOHIOXH BCSIKUe OyayT 3anperars! B kakoMm e u3 MupoB
sI CMOTY CIIOKOMHO HACaXAAThCs TeM, UTO TaK JoOmo? Vv npy KU3HU MHE 3TO He TPO3UT?

Teo cTosiy1, pacTepsiIHHO XJIOMAasi CBETJIBIMUA PECHUIIAMH, a AJTHCa MTOACKOYMIIA U, HEe TIOMHSI ceOsI
OT SIPOCTH, CTyKHYJIa €r0 KYJIaKOM B TPYIb.

— Ilon! — psaBkuyn Teo, 1 3TO MTHOBEHHO OCTyAWIO Ajmcy: — He 3a0bIBaif, UTO ThHI JIMIITb MO
noMoiHUK! He 3Hato, 3auemM BCIIOMHWIJI O MaTe€pU, KOTOPOM MPUIIJIOCh OCTABUTh MJIAJIEHIIA Cpasy

37



O. KoporaeBa. «3inopeiika MoHEBOE»

ToCJie POXKAEHHMSI, ¥ KOTOpasi He cMorJIa Obl UTO-TO 3arpeniarh, HO YSCHH pa3 U HaBCer/a OHO: MOKa
padoTaelh Ha KOHIOITHE, He CMOKEIIlb HaCIaXIaThCs TeM, UTo Jooutib. [Tors?

Anvca oTnpsiHyna, crpsitaia pyKu 3a CIIUHY:

— M3Bunu... TebGe He 60NBHO?

Teo BApyr marHyn1 K Hell U, CXBAaTUB 3a PyKY, HA MUT MIPUKAJI K CBOEH I'pyau:

— Pazymeercs, 60mpHO! — OH pOBEN €€ majbliaMu 1o cBoeMy 1pamy — Ho 51 roToB BeITEpIIETh
1 Oosble 6omu.

Anvca pacTepsiHHO 3acThula C MIPUOTKPBITHIM PTOM, HE OTpPbIBasi 3a4apOBAHHOIO B3IVISAA OT
(panTacTueckux a3 Teo. OHa He MbITajIach BHIPBATHCS, OLIYILAs KOHUMKAMU MAJIbIIEB KOXKY JIUILIA,
KOTOpasi Ha OIIYIlb OKa3ajach MpUsATHOM. [laxke TBEpHAs ynpyroctb mpama ed moHpaBWIach. Teo
TOXE 3aMep, B3IJIsI] €r0 OIYCTHIICS Ha TyObl AJIMCHI, U3 IPYIU BHIPBAJICS JJTMHHBIN BbITOX. CKYJIbI €10
cJIeTKa IMOpPO30BeIH, 71a3a MPUHSUTA OTTEHOK MOPs1, KOTOPBIH ObIBaeT nepes rpo3oit. KoHox mprot-
KPBL POT, CJIOBHO YTO-TO XOTEJI CKa3aTh, U CJIErKa CKJIOHUJICS.

Anvca BpYT NOHsUIA, YTO OH cefyac MoLeyeT e€, U OTIpsiHYJA TaKk Pe3Ko, YTO yaapuiiach
OepoM 0 Kpail kpoBaTu. B3BbIB, 3arpbiraia no koMHare, a Teo MoTép pykaMmu JIMIO, KpyTaHyJIcs Ha
MECTe U, YTO-TO MPOOYyOHUB, OBICTPO PETUPOBAJICS U3 KOMHATHI.

AJnMca NOCMEIIHO 3aKpbUla 32 KOHIOXOM JBEPbh M, CEB Ha KPOBATh, IOMACCUPOBAJIA CBEXUI
CHHSIK Ha Oeqpe, MOKOCKIACh Ha Pa3BaMBIIYIOCS HA MOy COOAKY:

— Yro 310 OBUTO? — [IpHrKasa mayiblibl PyK K ry0am M, BRITAPAIIMB I71a3a, IpoiienTaia: — Tak
atot Teo... romyboii?!
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I'naBa 4. Ilpunecu To, He 3HAK0 4YTO

Aunca ycnpimana apeGe3kaiiuid KpUK TeTyxXa W paclaxHy/ia miasza. Yépr Osl modpan 3Ty
nepesHio! M 3aueM OHa OIATH MOBEJIACh Ha YTOBOPbI Matepu? BCE€ paBHO U3 HEE HE MOTyUUTCS CEllb-
CKOXO3sIiCTBEHHOW yaapHuIlpl. He e€ 310, He e€! OHa oOoxkaer cobak, HO JioOast KUBHOCTh BHIIIIE
T0sICa BBI3BIBACT TUKUI yKac, a IPOIOJIKa — 3TO 0C000 CAJUCTCKUI CIIOCOO HaKa3aHWs, TOCIe KOTO-
poro OOJUT BCE: OT MATOK JO KOHYMKOB BOJIOC!

Heckonpko MUHYT TOHaAOOUIIOCH, YTOOBI MOHSTh, YTO JEPEBHS, KaK U MaMa, OCTAIUCH [Ie-TO
Tam... B TakoM pofHOM U TakOM HeJocAraeMoM mupe. A Ajmca 3acTpsila B Uy/JIOBHUIIHON CKa3Ke,
HAIOTHEHHOM 3Meeno100HbIMU IPAKOHAMU, HAJMEHHBIMU IIPUHIIAMU U KyCauuMHU Jiomaapmu. .. OHa
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha 3aMOTaHHYI0 PyKY: Bpoje He HoeT. OCTOPOKHO pa3MoTajia MOBS3KY, HOTpOraja Kpac-
HOBaTy10 KOXy. OIyXosb 3aMETHO CIaja, )KYyTKO MaxHyIlas Ma3b OKa3aJach BIIOJHE JAECWCTBEHHOM.
3amoTaja oOpaTHO M B3JIOXHYJIA.

PasrnsnpiBas nepeBsiHHbIE OAJIKU MOTONKA, Pa3MBIIILIsLIA, C YerO HaYaTh MOMCKU TOTO CAMOTO
CBUTKA. 3aKMHYJIA PYKU 3a TOJIOBY M HEIOBOJILHO CKPUITHYJIA 3yOaMHU: M C 4Yero B3sila, YTO CTOUT
nornacth B bestblil 3aMOK, Kak cpa3y CTaHeT sICHO, uTo Aesath? Iloncka3zok He ObLIo, KapT ¢ yKazaHHeM
ToXke... K Tomy ke OHa BCero JIMIb MOMOIIHUK KOHIOXA. Bpsi i1 TakMX IMyCKalOT AaJIblle KOHIOLIHMU.
[Mocnpimancs mopox, Pel moaHsuics: U, MOIOKaB KOTTSAMU, NMpUONM3uics K KpoBatu. [lomaxuBas
MYLIMCTBIM XBOCTOM, YTKHYJICS MOKPBIM HOCOM B IIEKY Asrckl. OHa paccmesiiach U, OTBOPAYUBASCH
OT JIMIIKOT'O S13bIKA, TOYecalla 3arpUBOK IIca.

— I'ynare xouems? Celduac, yxke NOJHUMAIOCH!

Bckounna u pactepssHHO 3aMepiia y Kyuu Tpsnbs. [ToHI0Xana cBOM MOAMBIIIKYA U CKPUBUIIACH:
BPSI/1 JIU 3[IeECh CYIIeCTBYIOT Ae3onopanTsl! [1€c HeTepnenuBo 601 KoneHH, TOMTAJICS [0 Horam, Oul
IO IIMKOJIOTKAM XBOCTOM. AJIMCa MaxHYJla Ha TUTUEHY U pacliaxHyJjia 1Bepb, Peil TyT ke BbICKOJIb3-
HYJI U3 KOMHATHI M MCYE€3 HA JIECTHUIIE: TTOXOKE, BBITYJIMBATh COOAK TYT HE HYXKHO, CAMH MPEKPACHO
cpapisaTcs. OCTOPOKHO BHIVISIHYB, AJKca MPUCITYIIAIACh, HO U3 COCEIHENM KOMHATHI HE IOHOCH-
JIOCh HU 3BYyKa. Ha Hocoukax nmpokpasiach 0 KOPUAOPY U 3ariisiHyJIa B TPUOTKPHITYIO IBEPh: KPOBATh
3arpanjieHa, HUKOTO. . .

YBepeHHee CycTHIach Ha MEPBbIN 3Tax U, He 0OHapykuB Teo u TaM, MOTEpa ropsiue MmeEKH.
Bunmumo, koHtox yxke npuctynui K padore. Ckazan Buepa, uto aaét [1ony OTabIX MoKa He 3aKUBET
PYKa, TaK 4TO MOKHO HE OIacaThCsl U CIIOKOMHO MPOTYJIAThCA 10 ABOPY. MoXkeT, HalAETCs Jla3enkKa,
Befyllas B OAIHIO, UK YAACTCS YCIIBIIIATh YTO-TO MOJIE3HOE.

AJnmca, Becesio HaCBUCThIBAs, BHIIIUIA BO JIBOP, CO CTOPOHBI KOHIOIIHU TOHECIOCH:

— Honrux sier! — OHa ucIyraHHO NOATPBITHY/IA U, y3HAB rojoc Teo, MalllMHaIbHO MPHKaIach
cnrHOM K creHe. KoHtox nponomxkain: — [puim nposenats Teana? OH ckyvaet. JIaBHO BbI HE BBITY-
JIMBAJIM MAPHS.

[Nonss, uto Teo pazroBapuBaet ¢ KEM-TO IPYriM, AJrca 0OIerYéHHO BbIJOXHY/IA U HAIpaBU-
Jlach B CTOPOHY ABOpA, KaK yCIbIIIala 3HAKOMBIU TOJIOC:

— JlaBHO. X0uy UCIIPaBUTh 3TO.

Anmca 6bIcTpo nogdekana K BXOLy B KOHIOIIHIO U OCTOPOXHO 3arisiHyna: Kiox crosn nepen
KOHIOXOM. Bbicokast urypa, mupokue 1iedu, BOJIeBOH MOIO0OPOIOK U POCKOIIHBIN IMIETK TEMHBIX
BOJIOC, CTPYALIMICS MO HANPSKEHHO-BBIPSIMIIEHHON criiHe. Meura, a He napeHs! JKaub, uro Ceer-
JIbIA TOCTIOAVH TaK HEHABUIUT HACTOALLYI0 AJIUCY. ..

Teo Bopy3MIT KOKaHOE CEJIO Ha THEIOro xkepedlia, MOATSHYJ MOANpPYTd, a AJlMca HUKaK He
MOIJIa OTOpPBaTh BOCXMIIEHHOIO B3MUIsAa OT IpsiMoro Hoca Kiona, MeuTas 3amisiHyTh B €r0 sIpKHe
ronyoble r1a3a, IPUKOCHYTHCS K KPAaCMBO OYepUEHHBIM T'y0aMm, BIOXHYTb apoMar... BcmomHma, Kak
CBemiblil OCHOIMH HEC €€ Ha pyKaxX, U IEKHU ONAIUIIO )KAPOM.

—TaB!
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Auvca B3BU3THYJIA U MOATIPHITHYJIA OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH. Y IAPHUBIIKCH JIOOM O BPBITHII B 3€MITIO
CTONO, TUTIOXHYJACh HA 3eMII0. MYXKYMHBI B KOHIOIIHE YIWBJIEHHO MOBEPHYJIUChH, YPE3BbIUAHO
JOBOJIbHBIA Peil akTMBHO Maxasl IyIIMCTBIM XBOCTOM. Mopra y npenarens Tak U JIy4usach Apyxe-
TOOUEM. . .

— Tr1? — BcTpeBOXkEHHO BOCKJIMKHYIT Teo.

OH maray: 610 K AJtice HO, TOKOCHBIIHCH Ha CBETIIOr0 rOCIOIMHA, OCTAJICS HA MecTe, yaep-
*uBas Trama nop y3aupl.

— K10 310? — Haxmypwiics Knon. Anmca 3aBOpOXEHHO CMOTpesia, Kak TOCHOAWH MEIJIEHHO
HalpaBWICS B €€ CTOPOHY U IIPOTsAHY pyKy: — A! T'onew. .. Ilon, na?

Aunuca 6pocuna Ha Teo 3aTpaBlieHHBIH B3IVIs]1, KOHIOX TIOCTIEIITHO MPUMOTAJ y3[IEUKY K OpYCKY
U ef(Ba He Oerom JABUHYJCS K HUM. Kion, He JOXAaBIIMCh, KOTAa MOCTPAIaBIINA YXBATHTCS 32 €ro
PYKY, BLENWICA B BOPOT AJIUCHI U, IPUIOIHSB 3a LIKKUPKY, IOCTABUJI HAa HOTU.

— Tebe yxe myurie?

AJvca MalMHaIBHO KMBHYJIA, TBITAsICh COOOPA3UTh, OCTAJICS JIM HA JIUIE TPUM «TT0O0EB» U
oHa cBe3na BcE 3a HOub. C yTpa Jake He BCOMHMIA 00 3TtoM! 3IsCh U pyrasch mpo ceds, easa
BbIJJABUJIA:

— Cniacu60 3a OeCIOKOWCTBO. . .

— 41 He Gecrokowics, — paBHOAYITHO OoTBeTH Kiox. Cvepwit AJMCy NMPUIUPYMBHIM B3TJISIOM
1 KuBHYI: — Pa3 Tebe sydriie, To moenens co MHOU. Teo, MPUTOTOBB eIE KOHS.

KoHIox BcTan Me:xay rocofiiHOM U AJIMCOM, CJIOBHO 3aropakrBasi €€ CBOUM TEJIOM.

— Ilpocrute, rocnonuH, — TBEPAO MPOroBopuII oH, — HO [los He cMoskeT conpoBoXJaTh Bac. 5
MO30BY KOTO-HUOYb. . .

— He Hyx)HO, — otmaxHyJcs Kioa. Bpe3rniBo otoBrUHY KOHIOXa M BHUMATEJIbHO TOCMOTPE
Anuce B r1a3a. OHa oIy TUjIa, KaK IEKU BHOBb HAJTMBAIOTCSI KPacKou. — Thl IOYEMY TaKOU KPacHbI?

OH NpOTSAHYJ PYKY U JIETOHBKO IIPUKOCHYJICS K JIUIY AJIMCBI, KOTOPYIO OT IIPOCTOTO IBUKEHUS
CJIOBHO TOKOM IPOH3MJIO, CUJIBHO 3aKOJIOTWJIOCH CEpLE U MEepeXBaTUIO JbixaHue. Teo Buenusics B
e€ JIOKOTb ¥ MPUTSHYI K ceoe.

— Jla oH GoneH! — permmTesbHO OTBETHII OH 3a Asucy. — OT moOoeB y mapHs xkap.

Knon omyctun pyky u yeMexHyscsi:

— Torga emy OyaeT Mojie3eH CBeXHid BO3IyX. — BCKMHY/T IOIOOPOIOK 1 BHICOKOMEPHO 100a-
BUJI: — He 3acTaBisiii MeHsl MOBTOPSITh MPUKa3!

Teo ckpurnHyn 3ydamu. BpocrB Ha AJHMCY TPEBOKHBIN B3IV, HEXOTS OTITYCTHII €€ PYKY U
MOOPEN K 3apbITOMY BOJBEPY, 3710 pacrmaxHyJ JaBepily. Ta camas Kycadas Jomajb, KOTopas BYepa
COXXpajia BeCh caxap, BIEPEBAJIKY BbIIILIA HA CEPeIUHY KOHIOIHK. JIeHMBO 00MaxuBasich IMHHBIM
KECTKUM XBOCTOM, Po3amyHaa rnmocMoTpena Ha AJIMCY Tak, 4TO y TOW 3aTPsCIUCh MOMKUIKK. Kak
COITPOBOXKJATh TOCMOIMHA, €C/IM HU pa3y He cupesa Ha jomaau? Cpa3y packycsr!

Anmca mMeTHyna ObICTpBIA B3MIAA Ha Kioma, KOTOPhIA pa3MBIIUIAI O YEM-TO U HE CMOTpE
Ha paOOTHUKOB KOHIOIHU. MOXeT, ynactb B 0OMOpok? B3siTh, a 1 rpoxHyThcs Ha mecte. Het! E€
OTHECYT K 3HaxapsiM, W IUIaH TO4HO mpoBaymtcs. Yro xe penars? Kycas ryObl, Anuca cMotpena
Ha Teo Tak ymossionie, 4yTo TOT B30XHY/1. Ho yem Mor nmomoub KOHIOX, eciu CBETIbi TOCIOANH
MpUKa3aJl COIPOBOKIATh €ro?

Horu eapa ciymanuce, koraa Anvica npudmmkanack K jgomany. [ToHsaTus He umesi, Kak Oyaer
BBIKPYUYMBATbCS, OHA CTapajach HE MOKa3aTh CBOErO CTpaxa nepe KOHIXoM. Teo mpoBepsii mof-
MIPYTy, 3aTATUBAJ PEMHH, MSTKO MOXJIONBIBAJI JIOHIAb 1O JIOCHsIeMycst 60Ky. Kion yxe 3abpacs
Ha KOHS ¥ TEPIIEJIUBO KA Y BBIX0AA. TBJI MO HUM CTOSIJT CMMPHO, Ka3aJI0Ch, 1axe OOsIICS HIeJI0X-
HyTbCs, Po3aMyHza e mepeBaMBajiach, MPe3pUTENbHO (PhIpKaia M Besa ceOsl KpailHe Hempyxke-
moOHO. AJHca BUENWIACh B CEAJIO M, CYHYB JPOXKAIlyl0 HOTY B CTpeMs, HOMbITAIACh 3aJIe3Th Ha
’KMBOTHOE, HO JIMIIb [TOBUCIIA, 3AITyTaBIINCh.
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Teo BHonrosioca BeIPyrajicsl M MOCIIEIIHO 3aKpbUl €€ CBOMM TEJIOM, ITOMOT TIOIHATBHCS U YCIIO-
KOWJI HAITyTaHHYIO JIOIIA/Ib.

— JlepXuch, — IETHYJI OH.

AJnuca olyTiiia, Kak BOKPYT TaJMU COMKHYJIMCh TOpsTYMeE JTaJJOHU, HOTH OTOPBAJIUCH OT 3€MIIY,
HE ycIiesna OHa U MUKHYTh, KaKk OKa3ajlach B cejie, a Teo akKypaTHO BCTaBUJ HOTU B CTPEMEHa,
CYHYJI TIOBO/IbSI B €€ JpO’Kalllye MaJIblibl, Ja XJIOMHYI JIOaab Mo Kpymy. Ta MeqieHHo nodpena K
Trany. Kiton, 3aMeTuB, 4TO COMPOBOXK/IAIOIIUI TOTOB, JEPHYI 3 MOBObs, €/1BA II€BEJIbHYJI HOTOM,
Y TIOCJTYIITHBIN KepeOell HeCTIeNTHO TOIIEN B CTOPOHY BOPOT.

Anmca 0071eryéHHO BBIIOXHYJIA: OHA OYeHb 00s1ach, 9To CBET/IbIA TOCHIONUH HAMPABUT KOHS
PBICBIO WIIH, €I€ XYKe, TaJoroM, HO TOT, MOXOXKe, HUKyJa He Topormics. Cxumas Ooka Jomaam
OPOKALIMMHU OT HaIpsKEHU S KOJIEHAMM, AJIMca OTYasIHHO LIETUIsIach 3a IOBO/bs, oTuero PozamyHnia
aéprajach, MOJHUMAJIA TOJIOBY M HEOOPO KOCHIIACH HA HAC3/IHUILY.

Bopora ocranuce no3agy, yTpeHHIO THILMHY Hapyllall JIMIIb CTYK KOMBIT, 1a PEAKUI NTH-
YMIA TTUCK HaJl TOJIOBOM. AJMCa MPUHOPOBIJIACH K JIOIIAIM U YKe OIlyIiaia cebss HEMHOTO yBEpeH-
Heil. [ToHsB, Kak HY)KHO JiepaTh TMOBOJbs, 4TOOb Po3aMyHia He OpblKanach, HO BCE ke CIIylla-
J1ach, HECMEJIO OCMOTpEJNach. 3a CTEHOM 3aMKa He ObLJIO HU IyIITH, HUKAKUX TeOe 00030B U KPECThSIH.
CJIOBHO HUKTO M He pBaJiCsi MOCETUTh ropof. Ko, pacciabieHHO Bocceast HA KOHe, MSITKO MOKa-
YMBAJICS: PYKH JIeXKaIU Ha cefijie, ronoBa omnyieHa. Kaszanock, rocioguu cnut, u Anica 3a0ecrioko-
WJIaCh: a YTO, €CJIM OH ynaaer?

— B, — THX0 npousHecia oHa. Kycast ryObl, MbITanach BCIOMHUTD, KaK ke OOpamaioTcs K
Knony o6sransie momu. [To3ana rpomue: — CBemibiil rocionua! He crout crnath B cemie. . .

Kron nogH:1 roioBy, HEMOHMMAIOIIIE OTJISIIEIICS M HEOKHUIAHHO YJIBIOHYJICS e, cepiiie AJHMCHI
CJIAJIKO TOIIPBITHYJIO MPH BUJE ero OeJIoCHEeKHBIX 3y0oB. Kpacus kak Oor!

— [Mogyman, uto st 3acHyn? — OH ycMexHyJIcsl U KUBHYI: — [IpaBuiibHO ogymait. .. — OCTaHOBUJ
KOHS U, MO0k JaB, Korjaa AJjrca HOpaBHsETCs, moexai psjaoM: — Houblo 171a3 He COMKHYJI, BCE TyMal,
4TO k€ Ha yme y TémHoii rocrioxu. He rnoxosxe Ha He€. ..

['my6oko B3IOXHY M TIOCMOTpEN Ha TOPU30HT. AJHca ke He OTpbIBajia B3IJIsSIa OT JIETKOW
YIBIOKY Ha KpacHBHIX ry0ax. Bo pTy mepecoxio, JagoHu BCIIOTEIH.

— A 410 Ha He€ Mmoxoxe? — XPUILIO CITPOCHIIA OHA.

Knon B3gpornyn u crpanHo nokocuiics Ha [losa, HO TyT e pacxoxoTajics U XJIOIHYJI TOro 1o
ieuy:

— A 1Bl He poOKoro aecsitka! BripodeM, 3TO CTano MOHSATHO, KOrga OECrpeKOCIOBHO OTIIpa-
Buicsl B YEpHBIH 3aMOK. MHe HpaBHTCSI, UTO ThI TaK 3aIIPOCTO Pa3rOBapHUBaeIilb CO MHOM. .. — YIIbIOKa
ero pacrasiia: — BoT Tojbko He B3Aymail MOBTOPUTH 3TO B 3aMKe. Pasperiaio HeopmabHoe o01e-
HUE TOJILKO Korja Mbl BABOEM. [ToHsaTHO?

Ammca 6pIcTpo-ObICTpO 3akuBasia. Y Kiona Mexy OpoBeid 0003HAYMIIACH CKJIAJIKA:

— Yro Ha TémHyo rocrioxy noxoxe? Jla 4ro yronHo, Kpome noBuHoBeHus. He HpaBuTcs MHe
310... HO, — OH CHOBa HMIMPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS, — 3aTO 51 MOTY CIIOKOWHO TPOTYJISATHCS 32 MpeaeiamMu
Benoro 3amka! BriepBbie 3a fonroe BpeMsi, 6€3 OMOCThIIEBIIEH OXPaHbl, 1a eIe C TAKMM OTBAXHBIM
corpoBOX JaouM. Jloroxsii!

[Tpummopwn KoH#, ¥ ocyIIHbIA TB3J1 pBaHyI BIEPEN TaK, UTO KyCKHM 3€MJIM U IEPHA MOJIETENN
U3-TI071 KOMBIT. AJca TOCKJIMBO ITOCMOTpeJia BCie IOCIIOAMHY, HO TYT JIOIIa/Ab O[] Hel 3apxkaia
Y TIOHEC/Iach CJIe/IoM 3a xkepeOroM. VcryraHHO BCKpPUKHYB, AJrica MpUKaiach BCEM TEJIOM K Iiee
KMBOTHOTO, YMOJISIsl OCTAHOBUThCS. [10BOMIBSI BHICKOJIB3HYJIM U3 PYK, HOTW U3 CTPEMSIH, OTPOMHOE
TEJIO MOJ, HeW XOIWJIO XOAYHOM, AJIMCY TOIKMIBIBAJIO, U OHA KpHyaja OT yKaca, OTYasHHO LIeTUIs-
sICh 32 KECTKYIO TpuBY. CrItbl OBICTPO OCTaBJISLIM, CIIMHA TIOXOJIOZENIa OT yKaca, BOJIOCH Ha TOJIOBE
meBesnch. M BOT Korjga AJjrca MoHsiIa, YTo CHJ1 OOJIbIle HeT, U MafeHus He n30exkaTb, pazaascs
BCIUIECK, €€ OKaTHJIO MIJUIMOHOM OpbI3T, U Po3amyH/ia 3amepria.
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Poinasi, Anvica BHICKOJIB3HYIA U3 CeJIa, TOrPy3UsIach B BOAY C TOJIOBOM U €[1Ba HE 3aXJIeOHY-
nack. Horu oryTiim TBEPAYI0 MOBEPXHOCTD, M OHA TIOCTICIITHO BBIHBIPHYJIA, BHITEPJIA JIUIIO U C HEHa-
BHUCTBIO IOCMOTpEIa Ha JIomab. Ta, onmycTrB MOpy, IpHIaia TOJICTHIMU T'yOamu K Boze. T3, ooma-
XHBasICh MOKPBIM XBOCTOM, Opoani Henonaniéky, a Kion, nonoxus oiHy HOTY Ha KOJIEHO JIPYTOM,
MOMTyNEKA PACIONOKUIICS Ha Oepery.

— Uckynatbest pemmn? — KpukHyn CBET/IBIN TOCTIONUH U, PACCMESIBIINCDH, MOAHSIICS: — MHe
HpPaBUTCS TBOS Ujes!

Adrca ¢ y’acoM Mpoclie/inia, Kak OH CKMHYJT PAaCIIMTBIN cepeOpoM Kam30J1, OPIOKHU U pyOarlky.
OcraBuvch B OIHUX TOMIITAHHUKAX, C pa3dery OpocHuiics B BOAY U B HECKOJIBKO TPEOKOB HACTUT
e€. Aymca MCITyraHHO MPHKaach K OOKY JIOIIAAX, KOTAAa OH BBIHBIPHYJI PSIOM U, OTKUHYB MOKpbIE
JUTUHHBIE BOJIOCHI, ITMPOKO YIIBIOHYJICS. [0yOble 171a3a ero cBepKajid 030pCTBOM, CJIOBHO Tepel] Heil
OBbLT HE YBa)kaeMblil TOCIIOJIVH, a BEJTMKOBO3PACTHBII 000NTYC.

— Ilocnennmii pa3 Kynascs JieT AecsiTh Ha3al, — JOBEPUTEIILHO COOOIIMII OH U, BBMETHYB Beep
OpbI3r, ynan Ha cnuHy. [TokaunBasich Ha BOJTHAX, IOCMOTpEN B HEOO U THXO 100aBwiI: — U BriepBbie
3a MSATHAALATH JIET 9yBCTBYIO ceOsi CBOOOTHBIM.

Cepnrie ACH 3aMepIio Ha MUT U TYT ke YObIcTpuito Oer. [IpuKycuB HIKHIO Iy0y, OHa CMOT-
pena Ha TEMHbIE, 3apOCIIre Ky4epssBbIMU BOJIOCKAMH, TOAMBIIIKY Kitoza, Ha po30Bble COCKH, Kpen-
KM TIpecc, KOTOPOMY MO3aBHIOBAIM Obl M KQUKH U3 COCEIHETO KityOa B poqHoM mupe. [abiibl e€
HEPBHO C)KMMAJTH MTOCKPUITBIBAIOILYIO KOXKY CeJJIa, CIOBHO AJIHca MBITAIaCh yIepKaTbCsl Ha IJIaBy U
HE TOTPY3UTHCS B IMyYnHY BIOOIEHHOCTH. COBEpIIEHHBIN MY)KUMHA, TIepel] KOTOPBIM CTaTyst Amoj-
JIOHA PACCHITUIETCS OT CThIJIA, €IIE HeJaBHO N300pakal IIbIOy JbAa, celvac ke Tak M JIydusIcs oJa-
POBaHUEM.

3amerus, uto Kiog Habmonaer 3a Hell, Ajvica ¢ TPyIOM 3acTaBuiia ceOsi OTOpBaTh B3MJISA OT
MPEKPACHOTO TeJa M OMyCTUIIA TOPsIIee JIUIIO.

— YauBUTEBHO, — 32lyMYHBO IporoBoput Koz,

OH pe3ko noxpHsICA U OpOoCcHIICs K Hel, cepalle AJIMCHl YIIUIO B TSATKH, TOJNBKO cedvac OHa
MOHSJIA, YTO MPU MaJA€HUM B BOMY COXPAaHMBIIMICS TOCJIE€ HOYM T'PUM MOT COBCEM HMCYE3HYTb.
Heyxenmu, Kion y3Han e€? Koxa Ha jMiie CIIOBHO NMOKpbUIACh KOPKOW JIbJa, I71a3a pacIUMpPUIINCh,
IbIXaHHe TepPeXBaTHIO. AJKca OTBepHY/Iach, HO CBET/IbIN TOCIIOAMH YXBATHII €€ 3a MOAOOPOIOK U
3aCTaBJI MOCMOTPETh Ha ceds1. [loBopaurBa e€ rooBy U, pa3miisiabiBasi CO BCEX CTOPOH, MPOHUYIHO
MIPUTIONHST TEMHbBIE OPOBH:

— Hamm 3Haxapu 1eficTBUTENILHO 3HATOKM cBoero jiena! Eié Buepa Thl BBITTISAIEI TaK, CIOBHO
no Tebe KapeTa mpoexanach! A cerogHs Koxa uyucTasi, cBeTiasi, 0e3 paH...

Aunuca n€pHynach 1, BHIPBABIIKCh U3 3aXBaTa €ro MajbleB, OIyCTHIIA TOJIOBY M HAPOUYHTO Ipydo
MIPOTOBOPHJIA:
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0. Koporaesa. «3mnoneiika oHEBOJIE»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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