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The peace negotiations are settled; that is to say, the plans
suggested by Lord Salisbury, and agreed to by the Powers, have
also been accepted by the Sultan.

On the 18th of September, after a conference of three hours,
the ambassadors and Tewfik Pasha signed their names to the
treaty. As soon as this was done, Tewfik carried the document
to the palace and obtained the Sultan's signature also.

According to the terms of the treaty, the troops are to be
withdrawn from Thessaly within one month after it goes into
effect, and the Powers are to control the income of Greece until
the war indemnity of fifteen million dollars shall be paid.

Nothing now remains but for Greece to agree and for King
George to sign his name beside that of the Sultan.

Though every one must feel glad that peace has been made
between these two warring nations, yet the terms are so hard for



Greece that if she signs the treaty she will practically be signing
away her independence as a nation.

There is a very shameful story behind the Greco-Turkish war.
In the histories that will be written about it, it will be recorded
that Greece was sacrificed by Europe for the sake of Turkish
gold.

We have told you before of the money difficulties in Turkey,
and that the Sultan has been called the "Sick Man of Europe"
because of the unfortunate condition of his affairs, which were in
such a deplorable state that it seemed as though the kingdom of
Turkey must soon be swallowed up by the more powerful nations
of Europe.

The Turkish nation has been on the verge of bankruptcy for
many years. To help the struggling Government along loans of
money have been made at different times, and all that was of
value in the country pledged as security for the repayment of the
loans. Bonds were issued on these securities, but owing to the
impoverished condition of the country they were of very little
value, and at one time the Turkish bonds were the joke of the
stock market. Still, the bonds existed, and their holders hoped at
some time to get their money back.

Few governments are wealthy enough to support themselves
without borrowing money. In Europe most loans are arranged
by the wealthy bankers, who demand security in return. We
explained this matter to you in speaking of the quicksilver mines
and the Rothschilds, on page 1023.



Transactions of a similar character to that of the quicksilver
mines have been entered into by almost all of the European
countries, and the consequence is that there is hardly a foreign
nation that is not under obligations to its moneyed men, or
financiers, as they are called.

The power of the financiers has become so great that they are
now able to dictate the policy of Europe. Behind the will of kings
and emperors is the will of these financiers. If the moneyed men
refuse to lend their gold to a country, they may prevent its going
to war, the erection of fine buildings, or the doing of many things
that are necessary to keep up its proper position as a nation.

When Greece, enraged that her Christian brothers should be
under the thraldom of the heathen Turk, went to the rescue of
Crete, all the brave men of Europe applauded the gallant little
country for her pluck. But the brave men of Europe did not
represent the money of Europe. The financiers who were at the
back of the various Powers distinctly disapproved of the war. If
Greece succeeded in whipping the Turks all the money invested
in Turkey might be lost.

In was well understood that Greece could not succeed in the
struggle with Turkey unless some of the Powers came to her aid,
and so the financiers warned the statesmen that Greece must not
be helped; and because of the power of the financiers, and for the
sake of the money involved, Greece was sacrificed, and Turkey
permitted to be the victor.

The whole situation was thoroughly understood by the Sultan,



who laughed in his sleeve at the dilemma the Powers were in; and
knowing that he was perfectly safe, and that they dare not declare
war against him, he delayed the peace negotiations for months,
and settled his army in Thessaly, to destroy the prosperity of the
country.

The position of Greece is now something deplorable. When
she has given her consent to the terms of the treaty she will
no longer be a free and independent nation, but a slave to the
countries that control her treasury. While she still has her King
seated on the throne, his power is no longer what it was. He can
carry out no great schemes for his country's good, for he can
enter into no plans, that involve the spending of money, without
the consent of the Powers that are to manage his affairs.

The plan that the Powers should control the treasury of Greece
was not agreed upon until Germany, prompted by the financiers,
insisted that Greece must lay money by to take care of her old
debts, as well as of the new war payment.

This is the story of the Greco-Turkish war. The great Powers
stood quietly by and let Greece be sacrificed, and then insisted
upon a shameful treaty, that will bring ruin and distress to a sister
country, because the financiers were unwilling to lose money
they had invested.

The Powers are, however, by no means satisfied with the result
of their fifteen weeks of deliberation and discussion. They feel
that the Sultan has got much the best of them at every point, and
even though he has agreed to do so, they are uncertain whether



he intends to keep faith with them about either Crete or Thessaly.

It is said that as soon as the first five million dollars is paid he
will invent some fresh excuse for keeping his soldiers in Thessaly
a little longer, and that he will lengthen the time little by little,
until, in the end, he will retain possession of Thessaly altogether.

He has already hinted that he does not mean to keep faith
about Crete.

He told the Italian ambassador the other day that in return for
the good terms he had made with Greece he expected the Powers
to be very lenient in regard to Crete.

The ambassador, much surprised at this remark, ventured to
remind the Sultan that Home Rule for Crete had already been
agreed on.

The crafty Sultan smiled and shrugged his shoulders, and
intimated to the ambassador that the settlement of affairs in
Crete was not quite so sure as he seemed to think.

The conclusion of the peace has left every one weary and
annoyed. The Powers evidently feel ashamed of the part they
have taken in the affair, and are seeking to find an excuse for their
own wrongdoings by blaming their representatives. It is therefore
rumored that all the ambassadors at Constantinople are to be
changed, because the Powers feel that they have been outwitted
by the Sultan, and can no longer have any influence with him.

It must not be supposed that the Greeks are taking the matter
quietly.

A feeling of intense indignation prevails throughout Greece.



Mass-meetings have been held protesting against the treaty,
bonfires have been built at which the people have eased their
feelings by burning copies of the hated peace document. It is
even thought that the Greek Congress, the Boulé, may refuse to
accept the treaty as it stands.

Some of the Greeks declare that the signing of the treaty will
mean that Greece will cease to be a nation and become nothing
more than a name.

Were Greece a little stronger than she is, it is certain that
she would reject the terms of peace, and continue the war with
Turkey, but unfortunately she is in such a feeble condition that it
looks as if she would have to do just as the Powers dictate.

In spite of the anger and indignation of her people, Greece
has very little choice but to accept the treaty as it stands.

Some excitement was caused last week by the rumor that
General Woodford had informed the Spanish minister of foreign
affairs that unless the war with Cuba was brought to a close in
October, the United States would interfere.

As you may suppose, this report caused a good deal of
surprise. If it were true it could only mean that war was about to
be declared with Spain.

The rumor came from Paris, and there was much telegraphing
back and forth to Washington, and interviewing persons in high
positions, to know if this report was really true.

It was a relief to everybody when word came from the Duke
of Tetuan that his talk with General Woodford had been a very



pleasant one, and that nothing but kind and friendly words had
passed between them.

It seems that General Woodford told the Duke that the United
States considered the present state of affairs in Cuba most
pitiable, and offered her good offices to bring the war to an end.

The Duke of Tetuan, in repeating what our minister had said
to him, stated that the whole conversation was most satisfactory,
and that he was ready to talk further on the subject with General
Woodford whenever he was prepared to do so.

He absolutely denied that there was any talk of war, and
General Woodford, on his part, declared that war would not be
thought of until every other means had been tried.

Spain's troubles are increasing daily, and it seems more than
likely that she will be willing to accept our friendly intervention,
and allow the cruel and expensive war in Cuba to cease.

The report that more troops are to be sent to the island has
been confirmed, but it is now said that only 6,000 will be sent,
instead of the 27,000 promised.

The reason for this is that Spain is having trouble in raising
money. Money she must have, as her treasury is empty, and the
enormous expenses of the war still continue.
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