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A. ®. Kamenenkuii. «KaauHoB MOCT»

I'maBa 1

— i, g onazapiBan! — MuIika Hayaa TOPOILUTMBO HATATUBATD JAKUHCHI.

— To1 yero? — Oner 3ayM4YMBO CMOTpEJI Ha JIpyra, HO OAEBATHCS HE CIICIIMIL.

51 cTos 4yTh B CTOPOHE M OCMATPUBAJ TO HA OJHOTO, TO Ha Apyroro. Bmemmsarbcs s TOYHO
He cooupaics. O6praHO Mutiika ¢ Onerom ObLTH BCET/ia 3a0/IHO, BCE PYT O JIpyre 3HAN U YyBCTBO-
BaJIM HACTPOEHUE JPYT Jpyra — HACTOSIIIKE APY3bs. M 51 cuuTan ux CBOMMU JIPY3bsIMH, 1 TaK U ObLIO.
Ecnu Obl MHE BAPYT yrpoxkaiau Kakue HeMpUSATHOCTH, OHU APYKHO, TUIEUOM K IJIedy BCTaBaJIM Ha
MOIO 3aLIUTY U JEeJIWIA CO MHOU Bce HeB3rozibl. Ho Koraa Mel octaBainch BTPOEM, cpa3y 4yBCTBOBA-
ymch pazunsi. OHU JepiKajiich BMecTe, a st ObUT Ha oTImOe. S ObUT BEYHBIM OOBEKTOM JIJISI Iy TOK
Y PO3BITPBIIIEH, CHUCXOAUTEHHOIO OTHOIIEHHUSI U BCErO TaKOro rnogodHoro. Moé MHeHue cripaiim-
BaJIM, KOrjia ObLJIO YK€ MOYTH BCE PEellieHo, a TO U BOBCE CTaBWIIM Tiepe (haKToM U, B OOIIEM-TO, He
COMHEBAJIMCh, YTO $1 CAEJIAI0 TAK, KaK CKaXyT U MOUAY TyAa, KyAa CKaxyT. Sl He mporectoBai — Oiner
1 Muilika OHM ke MoM J1py3bsi. VI 1py3bs OTJIMUHBIE, CaMble HACTOSIIINE, 4 OCTAJIbHOE — MEJIOUH. S B
JIMJEPH U He CTPEMIJICS, HY Kako# U3 MeHs Jinjep. Hu pocToMm s He BbIIeN, HU CHJIOH, HU XpaOpo-
CTBIO, YBBI, & JUIsl MAJIBUUIIKY 3TO BaxHO. [IpaBaa s He Iypak, cooOpaxkaw ObICTPO U YUTAI0 MHOTO,
HO 3TO B LIKOJIE YUYUTEJISIM XOPOILIO AEMOHCTPUPOBATh, & B KMU3HU MAJIBYMILIKY [10 YMY HU BCTPEYAIoT,
HU TIpoBOKaIOT. KTO % cebst IypakoM-TO CUMTaTh OY/IET, a OTTOro ¥ YMHeH ce0s He 0T, CribIxai,
noyu, — «Thl, YTO CIUIIKOM yMHBIH, 4To J?» Kak 310?! Pa3Be MOXHO OBITh CIIUIIIKOM YMHBIM?
Hukoryia He moHUMaJt. TO CIIMIIKOM [IYIBIM HETPYIHO OBITh, M HEMAJIO TAKHX. A CITUIITKOM YMHBIM?
Epynpa kakas-to! I'ope ot yma, yro m? [la, ObIBaeT u Tak, ia He OTTOTO, YTO Thl YMHBI, a OTTOTO,
YTO CBOW YM JIEMOHCTpPUPYEIIb He TeM, KoMy HYXHO. CKpOMHee HaJlo ObITb.

— 4 xe ¢ mpeakamu yeskaro, noMHuIb? S Tebe roBopui, — Murka HatsHyJ (PyTOONIKY U
MOJAXBATUJI NUIENAHIIbl. — BaHbKa, HE TOPMO3HU, COJIHIIE YK€ MOUYTH Ceo!

Bor Tak Bcerma. O6 3TOM 51 M TOBOPIO — €CJIU «HE TOPMO3MW», TO 00s13aTesibHO BaHbka. B ToMm,
yto Oser Bc€ ycneer, Muika He coOMHeBaeTcs. $1 B3IOXHYI, C COKAIEHUEM OIJISIHYJICS B CTOPOHY
IJIECKABILIETOCS B peUYKe HapoJa W, He CIopsl, CTaJl OeBaTbCs. A COJIHLE BIIpaBay MOYTHU CENO, a Ha
TOPU30HTE Ty4ya HaMmeuaercs, Hy Tak yTto? Jlerom u nocne 3akarta 10BOJIbHO cBet1o0. U teruio. [eno
HE B COJIHIIE, 4 B TOM, 4TO MHUIIIKa OIa3dbIBAET, a ONa3bIBaTh OH HE JMOOUT. A KTo BuHOBAaT? CKazaj
Obl Cpa3y — MHE HY)KHO JIOMOW K JieBsT! Tpuanari. Ha 3to Bpemsi Ob 1 OpueHTHpOBaKCh. UTO OH
tam Otery uznoxwi? Hazasn sl TouHOe BpeMst, Osier Obl He 3a0bLT ¥ eMy Obl 3a0bITh He a1, 3HAUUT,
HUYEro KOHKPETHOIO U He cKa3all. Tenepb Mbl K MOJIOBUHE JECATOIO HABEPHSIKA HE YCIIEEM.

S HaTAHYNT MalKy, MOAXBATWJI LIJIENAHLIBL, IPY3bsl CMOTPEIH HA MEHS C JIETKUM YKOPOM, CJIOBHO
KIOYT MeHs1 yxke nomdaca. 51 ke Bugen, uyro Oser ObUT TOTOB JIMIIIb MTHOBeHUEM paHbiiie. Hy 310 %)
TpaauuUusl, €CIIM KTO BCEX 3aJePKUBAET, TO ITO, pa3yMeercs, .

— Iommum.

Muika HeTeprieiMBO, XOTS U He JKeJlast 3TO W3JUIIIHE TOMYEPKUBATh, HAYal KapaOKaThCs 10
TpONMHKe Ha KpyTo# Oeper. Oser He orcraBasl. [IKMHCH y 000X HAMOKJIU. §1 XJIONHYIT ce0s1 pyKoit
1o 33y — U y MeHs1 MOKpble. KTo 6b1 comHeBaicsi! Tonbko U3 peku BblIe3nd, TYyT MUIIIKa U BCIIOM-
HUJL, YTO poauTessiM oberan. [Jaxke o0cCOXHYTh TOTKOM He fai. [J1ymblii BUI B MOKpBIX IITaHax. Bee,
HECOMHEHHO, IOHUMAIOT — pedsiTa ¢ IJIska UIyT. A BCE paBHO BUJ Iymibiid. He 000 riiymo BhIris-
IeTh, TaK U KaXeTcsl, Bce Ha TeOsI CMOTPSAT U TOJIBKO 4TO B IJIa3a He CMEITCSA. DTO KOrja Hajl TOOOM
Jpy3bsl TOCMEUBAIOTCSA AA MOAIIYYMBAIOT — 3TO HOPMAJIbHO, HA TO OHU U JAPY3bsl, @ BCEM OCTaJIbHbIM
JIMIITHETO MOBOIA JIyYIlle He 1aBaTh. TSKeJo AbIIa, st BHIOpaJICs HABEPX U MOOEKa IOTOHSTh APY3ei,
BCE YTO KACAeTCs CKOPOCTH, CHJIbI U JIOBKOCTH — 5 32 HUMM HE IOCIIEBAI0. DTO JIABHO HE CEKpPET.
VY, npucrpowics 3a cnimHoi Onera, 1maraito, crapasch B put™M nornactb. OHU He 000paunBaIOTCS,
3HAIOT, YTO HUKYJA HE JeHYCh, OyIly COBCeM OTCTaBaTh — royioc nogam. Illaraem, maraem, BUIHO —
toporsitcsi. He 6:1M3K0 Tak miaratb-10. TakvM OBICTPBIM IIArOM, TIO/IU, TTIOYTH Yac YUaET. Kynarbcest
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A. ®. Kamenenkuii. «KaauHoB MOCT»

JaJieko XOAuM, e Oeper moyuie, Aa Bojaa nouniie. Hy u rae Hapomy nmomeHslie, a To Ha0eryT,
MYCOPAT, IIYMST U yXke He IUISIK, a TOMOMKA.

Her, naxe ecnu tak mararb, K IOJIOBUHE JECATOrO HE MOCHEEM. Dii, a OTUEr0 3TO 51 pellinl, YTO
€My K IMOJIOBUHE JIECSATOro Hajio? Mullika BCIyX 3TOro He cKazal, Cyls [0 TOMY, KaKk TOPOIIUTCS, OH
y’Ke U caM He HaJIeeTcsl yCIeTh BOBPEMsl, HO C/IaBaThCsl HE B €ro MpUBBIYKaX, fa U Oer oT Hero He
orcradeT. Hy yx 1 1 TO4HO TOpMO3UTH He Oyay. OHaKO, yIOBOIBLCTBUS HUKaKoro. Kymnamce, 3aro-
paJii, Haclax)JaJluch MPUPOJON U CBEKUM BO3YXOM, a TeNepb BCIIOTEEM, 3aMbUIMMCS, XOTh OISTh
Ha peyKy BO3Bpallaics. ITo ceiluac Mbl elll€ MO XOPOIIO MPOTONTAHHON TPOIIMHKE CPEeJu KYCTOB
UAEM, a CKOpPO Ha ILIOCCE BHIAAEM, TaM M IbLIb, ¥ IIYM, U BOHb OT MamiuH. OJHO [eso, Korjga He
TOPONHUIIILCS, MOXKHO U TIO KPalo OIS UATH, HO TaM OBICTPO He TOWENIL: TT0YBa MsTKasl. 3HAUUT,
noraéM 1o odourHe. BoT pyJaiock, Tak u OyJer.

— Muiil, — HErpoMKO OKJIMKHYJ ToBapuiia Orer.

— M-M-Mm? — oTo3Basicsi Muiiika, He 000pauMBasiCh M He CHUXKAS XOJa.

— HaneBo cobpascsa?

— Vry, — Tak ke He OrIsAAbIBAsCh KUBHYJ MAJIbUUIIKA.

Oner MeapKOM OPOCHIT B3IJISIL Uepes JIEBOE TIeU0, CJIOBHO IIPOBEPSis, CIIEAYIO JIU 51 32 HUM BCE
eIlE WM MOTEPSLIICS MO JI0pOore.

— Banbka ¢ Hamu, Thl OMHMIIL? — OJier mocTapajicsi CKa3aTh 9TO KaK MOXKHO THUIIIE.

Kak Gynro st Mor He paccibimath. 51 ke coBceM psimoM. O, YTO-TO OHU TaM 3aJyMaJiv, U 9yeT
MOE cep/iLie, MHE 3TO COBCEM HE TIOHPABUTCS.

— IlepexuBET, — MTyX0 OTKJIMKHYJICS Muitika. — [1o-1pyroMmy He ycreTs, a Tak Kak pa3 BOBpEMsI
Oynem. [la u rpo3a Ha moaxofe, HaC Ty4ya HaroHsieT.

Oner noBepHyJ roJIoBy, BCMaTpUBasich BBEPX, B HEOO 32 MOEH CIIMHOM, TIOTOM OITYCTHJI B3IJIS/L
Ha MEHs, MOJMUIHYJI MHE, HO HUYero He CKa3aJl, OTBEPHYJICS. Y-y-y, UyBCTBYIO, KAYT MEHsI Mpo-
OJ1eMbl, HO TOKA He MOHMMAI0, 0 4éM 3T0 oHM. Kyaa 3To oHM HaneBo coOpanvch? D, MOCTONTe-Ka,
KyJla 3TO OH CBEepHYJ1?

— 3it, Mur, — nogan ronoc 1. — Tl Kyna 310? Bbl yero 3to? Yepes moct?!

— Hy na, — oro3Bajicss MuIika yTpupoBaHHO CIIOKOMHBIM rojiocoM. — Tak kopoue. CpexeM.

— Ara, 3HauuT, yepe3 kinaaouine? Bol cepbE3HO?

N Ttouno. Kopotkas gopora Obita. Tonbko 1Mo Heil HUKTO He Xonwi. HykHO ObUIO meperTH
JOBOJIbHO IIUPOKUI pyuyell Mo APSAXJIOMY IpOXKaleMy MOCTHKY M3 MOJATHUBIIMX JOCOK. A 3aTeM
riepeceyb U3 KOHIIA B KOHEI[ CTapoe 3aKphIToe yxke Kiaaouie, TEMHoe U xkyTkoe. [lomypa3pyiieHHast
LIEPKBYIIIKA C MyCTHIMU TPOEMAMU OKOH, BHICOKHE TEMHBIE JIEPEBbsI, 3aKPhIBABIIINE CBOMMH KPOHAMMU
MOYTH BECh CBET, MHOXECTBO 3a0POIIEHHBIX HEYXOKEHHBIX MOTWJ C MOKOCHBIIUMHUCS KpecTaMu U
MaMATHUKaMU — BCE TO CO3/1aBAJIO TAKOM MpayHblii, yTaloIIKi BUJ, YTO y MEHsI BHYTPU BCE 3apo-
’KaJIo TOJILKO OT BOCIOMUHAHUI. BhIBAJT 1 TaM OIHAXIBI, OOJIBIIIE HE XOUYy.

— He Gotics, Huuero ¢ To60# He cIyuuTcsi. MBI ke ¢ TOOOM, — MOMBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTh MeHs OJier.

3Haer, 4To s 6010Ch. A 5 U He cKpbiBaw. CThIIHO, KOHEYHO, 51 ke He MaJICHbKU, B IEBATHIN
kJyace nepemnien. Bnpouem, Oner u Muilika He crapiie MeHs, a BOT He 6osTcs. [leso TyT He B BO3-
pacre, a B XapakTepe. YMOM IMOHUMAI0, YTO OOSIThCS TIYNO, Yero Kiaaouina 6osaTbes? KuBbIX HAI0
60sThCS. XOTs1, 0 YEM 370 51?7 BosIThCs1 BOOOIIE HE HYKHO, HY)KHO OBITh OCTOPOKHBIM, HO HE TPYCHUTb.
YMOM MOHMMAIO, a Cepilie B MATKA yXOOUT. VI 00OWTH 3TO KJIaAOUINe HeJb3sl: C OHOW CTOPOHBI
pyueit Tam U3rudaeTcs, KycThl ¥ TOIb, BOJIA, 4 C IPYTroi CTOPOHHI. .. Henb3s B obiieM. EnuHCTBEeHHBIN
MyTh — MOMEPEK, MeTIsAs MeKAy orpaakaMu. [1yTh-To, KOHEYHO, U3PSITHO KOpPOYEe, YeM MbI OOBIYHO
XOIUM, HO YTO-TO KeJAIoUMX cpe3arh He HaOmoaan. He oqHM e Mbl U3 Halllero MUKpopaiioHa Ha
3TOT IUISIK KyIaThCsl XOUM, a BCE BCEr/ia BI0JIb II0cce Tararcs. JlaBHO HUKTO U3 MaJIbUMIIIEK Yepe3
MOCT He XOIHUT, HEYIOTHO TaM, TUXO, CYMpPAuHO, TOJIbKO BOPOHBI KapkaioT. Kinanouie-to He coBcem
3a0pOIIIeHHOE, PasyMeeTcs], JTIOAU MHOTAA puxoaaT. Ha Morwiku Kk poacTBeHHUKaM. L[BeTh mprHe-
CTH, MPUOPATHCS TaM WJIM Ha MPA3HUKH [IEPKOBHbBIC Kakue, 51 He pa3oupaiock. TOIBKO 3TO HE YacTo
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IIPOMCXOJUT, TaM yXke JIaBHO HUKOI'O HE XOPOHSIT, a CTapble MOTMJIbl BCE MEHBILIE HAPOY MOCEIIAET.
A BOT 4TOOBI TaK... YTOOBI TPOCTO AOPOTY CPE3arh... HYy BOT KaK MBI... CIy4aid, CKOpee, UCKITIOUH-
TEJIbHBIN, SKCTPAOPIAUHAPHBIN, TaK CKa3aTh.

HeoxunaanHo, packaTUCTO, HO TMXO M Ha 3HAYMTENIBHOM PACCTOSIHUM 3arpemMes TpoM. Mel
APYXHO OOEpHYIUCh. ¥YX ThI XK, 4TO TBOpUTCs! BoT Tebe u Tyuka Baasieke! Bor Tebe u rposa Oyaer!
IToka Mbl 1marany, TOPONUIMCh Ha 10T, HE OIVIAAbIBAsCH, MOKA 5 O MPEACTOSAIIEM IMYTH Aymal jaa
OosuIcs, C ceBepa Tyua JOTHajla Hac M yxke mosiHeOa 3axBaTuia: OeJ€chlii Kpaid HaJl HAlllMMU TOJIO-
BaMH, a B cepeHe cu30-u€pHble KiyObl. [Tozaau yxe Bc€ TeMHOTOI HaKpbUIo. CoNHIe TOPU30HTA
KOCHYJIOCh, HO Cpa3y sICHO, HE BU/IaTh HaM 3aKara: Ty4ya BOT-BOT COJIHLIE IIPOIJIOTHT.

B cnivHy ynapui nopbiB BeTpa, JMCTbsl HA KYCTaX HEJJOBOJIBHO 3alIESIECTENH.

— He ycneem, — Tuxo ooponmi Orer.

A 5 He yCTIBIIIaj B €ro rojioce HY Karii TPEBOTH, CJIOBHO Mbl CKyYHOE KMHO 00cyskaaeM. Bot
MHe Obl TaK, Y MEeHsI BHYTPH BCE TpsICETCs. POT Jydinie He OTKpbIBaTh, TOJIOC IPOXKATh OyAeT.

— He ycrieem, — KMBHYB, Tak e TMXO corjlacuicss Muiika.

Bot MHe ObI Takyio BbiIepkKy. [ToueMy y MeHsI Tak He moydaercsi? Yem s1 xyxe?

Bertep Tenepp NOAroHs B CIIMHY MOCTOSIHHO, KYCTHI U IEPEBbs LIIyMEJIN U Pa3MaxUBaji BET-
kamu. Ho Bpoze Obl MBI yke MOuTH 10 MocTa Aonutd. TyT s ioxo opueHTHpoBasics. S u BooOime-
TO HE CJIUIIIKOM XOPOIIO HAXOIWJI MyTh HA MECTHOCTH, B JIeCy ¥ BOBce Mor 3a0mynutbesi. Ho TyT Bcé
npocto. TponrHKa XOThb U IJIOXO YTOINTAaHHAs, MOJIy3apociiasi, HO BUAHO €€ XOpOIIO, OTEPATh €€ —
3TO HAJIO Y& COBCEM cienbiM ObiTh. [la 1 Mumka ¢ Onerom Bniepeau tonaiot. OHAKO XOTENOCh Obl
TIOHSTh, IOJro Jin emE? Yk cKkopee Obl BCE 3aKOHYMIIOCH, HEMPUATHO YYBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 TPYCOM.

Bort Beap mpokiisitoe mMecto, oTyero s Bcé BpeMsi 0 HEM jaymaio? Ilepeceub-To ero MUHYT
JecATh-TIATHAIATD, U Bcé! Be€ 3akoHumTCs! A o yKe CKOJIBKO BpeMeHHU Uy U O0K0Ch, U ellie OOSIThCS
Oyny. [lypHo# ke y MeHs XapakTep, CTOUT MHE O YEM-TO IJIOXOM TOIyMaTh, TAK OHO U3 TOJIOBBI HE
BbIXOOUT. I HMKaK He n30aBuIIbes. EmE HuJero He Ciyquioch, CKOpee BCero v He CITy9rTCs] HUYero,
BcE cam cebe Haymal, a s yKe MyJaioch, IIepexXrBaio Wi Tpyiry. Bot u ceituac. Boiock Kyna nosnsiie,
YeM peabHO MPHUAETCS MO KiaaouIiny uaTH. Jlaxe eciu CcTpaiiHo, Hy MycTh OyaeT JecsATh MUHYT
crpaxa, Tak Het! Cam ceOe 3Tu JecsATh MUHYT B vac npespaity. Hy kyna geBarscsi? [llaraem nasnsiie.



A. ®. Kamenenkuii. «KaauHoB MOCT»

I'maBa 2

O! Bor 1 moctuk. Xopoio. TosbKo Tyya ye 1 COJHIIE IaBHO 3aKpblIa, TEMHO, BETEP, TPEMUT
MOCTOSIHHO, [1a ¥ CBEPKAET rie-To no3aau. [IsaTb-1ecaTh MUHYT U IMBEHDb XJIBIHET, Yyl0, Tpo3a Oyaer
HelryToyHasi. Borpoc B ToM, ycrieemM Mbl JO TPO3bl MUHOBaTh KJiaa0uile uin Het? MeHs uaest uaru
Ha KJ1agOuIle U TaK Myrajia, a B TeMHOTe, pa3iMpaeMoi BCIIBIIIKAMU MOJTHUH. .. [la BbI mytute?! f
He MepekuBy. Y MeHs pa3pbiB cepiia Oyaer.

— INoroguTe, — 5ke€CTOM OCTAaHOBMJI Hac Muika. — JIaBHO 51 37eCh He ObLI.

M ¢ OJ1eroM OCTaHOBWIIUCH, sT OMTACITUBO OOEPHYJICS Ha3al. 3psi ONJISAbIBAJICS, U TAK TIOHSATHO
ObL10, UTO Mpoucxoaut. CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE TEMHEE, MTOPHIBBI BETPA PACKAYMBAIM BETKU KYCTOB, TPOM
rpemen onvske 1 Omke. ['po3a cJI0BHO MpeciieioBalia Hac, ¥ YeM OOJIbIIe Mbl TOPOTIJIVCH, TEM OBICT-
pee mpuoIMKanIach rposa.

Murika nogHsIICSA Ha MOCT, IOBOJIBHO JJTMHHBIN, IEPEKUHYTHIN Yepe3 IUPOKUI pydeil, Ha3Ba-
HUE KOTOPOTO 51 HUKAK HE MOT BCTIOMHUTb, MTOTOMAJI, MOMATAJI PyKaMH XJIMIIKKAE Ha BUJL TIEpUJIa.

— HopmainbHo, Kpenkuil eni€, BoIACPKUT, — MUIIKa MaxHyJl pyKOW, U HE OIJIsIIbIBASICh, IBU-
HYJICS K APYroM CTOPOHE MOCTA.

Kak Bceraa, 1akoHU4YHO 1 6€3 TeHH COMHEHHIA, YTO MbI ociiegyemM 3a HuM. [la u Oner Takoii xe,
OHH IO ouepeIy KOMaHAyIoT. Bot s Ttak He ymewo. Hy u myctb. 3aT0 y MeHs Apy3bs 3aMeydaTesIbHbIe.
Hacrosmme apy3bs.

51 neunyscs Benen 3a Onerom. MocT oKaYMBasics o1 HOTaMH|, JOCKH IPOruOaUCh U IOCK pU-
MIBIBAJTH, XOTsI 3TOT CKPUIT CKOpee YyBCTBOBAJICS BUOpAIME B MOIONIBAX, YeM ObLIT CIIBIIIEH CPEIH
3aBBIBAHUU BETpa U PACKAaTOB IPOMa B BHIIIMHE. A BOT ¥ 3a00p Kiiaaowia. [Ipuribim, 4Tto Ha3bBa-
ercs. XOTs1, Kakoy Tam 3a00p. .. OCTaTKHU OT 3a00pa, BOH TaM MOBaJIeH OOJIBILION KYCOK, TYT JIOCOK He
xBaraeT. 3amycreHue. OCTaIbHOM aHTypax ObUI O] CTaTh 3a00pY: Orpajibl, KPECThI, 3BE3/Ibl, MaMSIT-
HUKU U B CepeIMHe OCTOB CTAPOil IIepKBU 03 KPEeCTOB U KYMOJIOB, CMyTHO OeJieeT B TEMHOTE TOJICTOM
OIJIBIBIIIEH CBEYOM.

Muinka Briepey yXe Hauall MeT/IsTh MeXKIy OrpajlaMu, MPSIMBIX JIOPOT HA HAINKMX KJIaJOUIIAXx,
BUJIUMO, He ObiBaeT. Bripouem, ckosbko s ux Buzen-To? [Ipa? Tpu? U To crapascs coexarb MOCKO-
pee, oco0o Mo cTopoHaM He riazen. X Tel! Oner-to oT MUIIKK He OTCTaéT, a 51 YTO-TO HEBOJIBLHO
MIPUTOPMO3HJI, HAJIO JOTOHSITh, OCTAaThCS TYT OAHOMY B TEMHOTe ObLIO Obl Y3k ciuikoM. Hy KTo Tak
crpout?! Heyxenu Henb3si ObUIO MPOXOABI Molvpe octaBuTh?! Bot xe! Tak u 3Han!

JIvBeHb XJIBIHYJI CTEHOM, M CTaJI0 COBCEM TeMHO. S1 ¢ TpymoMm pasnuyai Oesyo Maiiky Orera,
WJIyIIero MeTpax B ISATH Briepeid MeHs. TOJIBKO 51 HAMIPSIT 3peHue, YTOObI He TIOTEPATH IPyTra U3 BUJLY,
KaK MOJIHUS CBEpKHYJIa €/1Ba JI1 He HaJl CAMOU rOJIOBOM Tak SIPKO, YTO HA MTHOBEHbE BCE KJIaaouIle
MPEICTANIO0 KaK Ha YETKOM YepHO-0esioM (pOTO, U TYT Ke B I71a3aX 3aIIsScaid TEMHO-3e/IEHbIE TIATHA.
Sl ax mpucen U 3aKMYypHIICS, a U3 IJ1a3 eBa ciie3bl He Opbi3HyM. He, Hy Ha/lo % el UMEeHHO Korjia
s1 B TEMHOTY ITISUIAJICS, HY OTYEro He MOJOXK/1aTh, IOKA S B3MJIsA MOA HOTY He oTiyiy. U Tyt eme u
IpPOM Bpe3ai ¢ TAKUM OIJTYIIAIOIINM FPOXOTOM, UTO S BCJEMYIO YXBaTUJICS 3a ONMXKaMIIYIo Orpaky,
YTOOBI HE YNACTh Ha OBICTPO Pa3MOKAIOIIEH TT0]] HOTaMH JJOPOXKKeE.

Koraa nepen ria3amu nepecrtaiiy riaBarh IsSITHA U 51 TBEPIO BCTAJI HA HOTH, TO BAPYT OOHapy-
KW, 4TO He BUKY HU OJsera, HU MuIKu. Sl MTHOBEHHO MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Y MEHS XOJIOACIOT PyKH
1 Horu. To JiM OT cTpaxa, TO JIM OT XOJIOIHOTO JIMBHSI.

— Orer! — XOTeJ1 KPUKHYTH $1, HO TIOJYYMJICS TIOTYCTOH-TIOTYX PHIL.

— Banbka! I'ie o1 Tam 3actpsan?! He orcraBaii!

Oner, Mumka! § naxe BcxiumnHya. 3aeck onu. He Opocuu! S kuHyscs Ha rosioc, eme He
BuaA apysen. Ckonb3ko-To kak! Horu paszwesxatorcs. Tak cropa, teneps cioga, a 310 uyro? Tynuk?
He Tyna ceepnyn? Jla TyT BCE Kak CHELMAIbHO 3alyTall, HYy KTO TaKk CTPOUT?!

— Oner, — no3Ban 5. — IlomoxauTe MeHs.
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— Jlesee Gepu.

S HaKOHeN-TO pa3mIsIes Apyra AaJIeKO BIIEpeIu, CPeIu CTPYH JIMBHSI, MAIIIYILIEro pyKou, Kyaa
MHE HYXKHO TOIaTh. 1 IBUHYJICS B YKa3aHHYIO CTOPOHY, TPUICPKUBASCH PYKaMH 32 METAJUTMIECKIE
crep:kHU orpajl. OJer cTosu1 U KJail, s BCE Bpems BUJIe) ero Ha (hoHe cepoil 1IepKoBHOM cTeHbl. Ho
TYT HOBasl BCIIBIIIKA BRIHYAMIA MEHSI HA HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH MPHUKPHITH IM1a3a U OCTAHOBUTHC. A
Korja s X OTKpbul, Oniera Ha TpekHeM MecTe He ObUIo. Jlake OrTyIUTeNTbHBII TPOM He MOpas3u
MeHs1 OoJIbIlie, YeM MCYe3HOBeHue npyra. S Obul yBepeH, 9To OH MeHs Joxaercs. Kak ke tak?! 4
3acrenmi K ToMy Mecty, rie Buaen Onera.

— Oner! Mumika! — royioc Moi ObLT TUX U JKaJIOOCH.

U TonbKO TYT 1 MOAMETHII, YTO TaM, TJie el MTHOBEHHe Ha3a Maxas pykor Mot npyr Orer,
HET He TOJIbKO €0, HO M CTE€H CTapol LIEPKBU, M BOOOIIE KJIaJOuIIe HEOKUAAHHO PE3KO 3aKaHUMBa-
JIOCh B JIECSITH METpax BIEPe, U JaJIbIle BUTHEJICS KYCOK YKMCTOrO IO, a 34 HUM CTEHOU TOTHU-
Mavics Jiec. $1 Tak yaMBWIICS MICY€3HOBEHMIO 3[IaHMsI, YTO Ha MTHOBEHHUE Jaxke 0osiThes nepectan. Ho
JIWIITh HA MTHOBEHWE, M HUYero He MOHSB, eJjBa YJIOBUB, UYTO OCTAJICS OJUH W MOMX JIpy3el HUTJIe
HE BUJIHO, OpocuJics B yxkace Oexarh. S pBaJsicss U130 BCceX CHWII, JIOMUWIICS, He pa3Oupasi IOpOry Tak,
CJIOBHO 32 MHOW TOHUTCSI BypIaJlak, BCTABIIMEI U3 MOTHIIBLL. K cyacThio, Kiiaaouiie ObICTPO 3aKOHYH-
JI0Ch, a MO JIyry Oesarh ObUIo mpoire. YyTh TONBKO MOCTIEAHNUE MOTHIIBI OCTAIMCh 32 CIIMHOM, KaK
JOX b BHE3AITHO 3aKOHYMJICS. 1 OCTaHOBWMIICS JIMINL Y KPOMKH Jieca U TiepeBEn ayx. S O6exan Obl
JaJibilie, HO Jiec ObUT TEMEH U myratoiie TuxX. KoHeuHo, OH ObUT He TaKOW KYTKH, KaK OCTaBJICHHOE
103311 KJIag0uIIe, HO TOCTATOYHO I'PO3HBIN, YTOOBI OpOCaThCsl B HETO Oe3 OTJISIIKH.

91 obepuysncs. B mpocsete OpICTpO TaoMMX HA HEOe Tyd KENTHIM (hoHAPEM MOBUCTA JIyHA. S1
BIVISABIBAJICS B TO MECTO, OTKy/Ia Oeskall ¢ TAKOW MOCTEeNTHOCThI0. MaleHbKUI, 3apOCIIUI BBICOKO
TPABOM TMOTOCT, HAYKCTO JIMIIEHHBIN BCIKUX MPU3HAKOB 1IepKBH. CO BCel 0YEBUAHOCTHIO 3TO OBLIO
COBEPIIIEHHO HE TO MECTO, Ky/Ja BOIILIA MBI CETOHS C JIpy3bsiMu. U roe teneps Muika ¢ Onerom?
A BepHee, HaJIO 33JaTh BOMPOC: re ke Terepb A7 U kak s 3mech okazaics? Pasee Tak ObiBaer? U
Kyaa Terieps uaTu? OOpatHo Ha knanouime? Hy yx Her! OOparHo s He moiny. Ceituac cipsuych
rae-HuOyab U Oymy AoKUaaThes yTpa. TaM MOXKHO OyJeT OIJIsiIeThCs KaK ClIelyeT U yxKe AyMaTh, U
pemiatb. ['oBopsT, yTpo Beuepa Myapenee. Bot u mpoBepuM: He BpyT Jiu?

S1 OCTOPOXHO, MENIKMMU IaKKaMU, BIJISIBIBASCh, BCIYIIMBASACh M Jake MPUHIOXUBASICh K
MyramolneMy cympaky, yriayowics B siec. Heganeko. Ensa Ha napy merpos. Emé mue He xBaraso Ha
KaKoro JIMKOTO 3Bepsl HAllOPOThCs. DTO B HAIIMX JiecaxX 3Bepen ellé Mouckarh Hajao. A s rue? A KTo
XK ero 3HaerT, rue. Jlec, Bpone, kak Jsiec. M iyHa — IyHOR. A BOT MECTO COBEpILEHHO pyroe. Bapyr Tyt
BOJIKM TaOyHaMHM CKaudyT, Hy TO ecTh cTasiMu. M oTuero xke s 00 3TOM Tak CIIOKOWHO Pa3sMbIILISIO?
VYcran 6ostecs? He yBepeH. JJomkHO ObITh, B MOel OeTHO ToIoBe 3TO COOBITHE MOKA HUKAK HE YJI0-
*umiock. CaM He Beplo, UTO CO MHOU CITyYHJIOCh.

S1 mpwicen BO3Jie TOJICTEHHOTO YEIIyiYaToro CTBOJIA BBICOKOM COCHBI, TaK YTOOBI OH 3aKPhIBAJT
MHE BCIO CIHHY, a JIyHa OCBellajla KaKk MOXHO OOJbIlie TPOCTpaHCTBa Tepeao MHou. Tenepb TUXO
CUIIETh M kJIaTh. A 4TO emi€ octaércsi? JIoMUTbCs B TEMHOTE 110 He3HaAKoMoMy Jiecy? Mnu Bo3Bpa-
marbes Ha morocT? Her yx, He xouy! Cuxy ceOe, HUKOro He Tporal. HUKTO MeHs He BUIUT, HUKTO
MeHSI He CIIBIIINT. A TOJIOBOM MO CTOPOHAM BEPTEeTh He 3a0bIBal0, MaJio Jii 4To. THXO BCE, U BEeTep
CTUX, ¥ JOXIb MPOIIEN, U TPO3a 3aKOHYMIACh. B COH KJIOHHUT, a craTh CTPAIHO. TONBKO YCHEMNID,
a TyT... YTO TyT CcIyduTcs, 5 IOKa He MpuAyMall. A Bellb XOPOIIIO, 4To He mpuaymain. Hauny mepe-
KHUBATh U OOSATHCSI, & CIIPATAThCA-TO BCE OTHO Herjie. XBaTUT Ha ceroqHs yxkacoB. CUIUIIb U CUU
CIIOKOMHO.

M TyT u3-3a KycTOB Ha MEHs NIPBITHYJT BOJIK. ] e/1Ba ycresn pasrisaeTh BHITSIHYTHIC B MPBIKKE
Jlanbl ¢ OTPOMHBIMH KOTTSIMH, OCKaJIEHHYI0 MOpAY, AEPHYICS B yXkace W MpocHyJcs. Bokpyr mo-
npexkHeMy Obllla TEMHOTA U THIIIMHA, CJIBIIIHO TOJBKO, KaKk MOE cepile OelleHO CTYYUTCS B TPYIH.
VX THI %, HUYero cede! Tak u momepets Hegonro. CriokoiiHee, BaHs, criokoiiHee. Beero b coH.
Hepgsl y TeOs1 coBceM HuKyza. S moBepTes rojloBOM — HUYEro BOKPYT He M3MEHWJIOCH, JIIIb JTyHa
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OKa3aJlach COBCEM B JIpyrOM MecTe. BhIXOIHUT, s HECKOJIBKO 4acoB Mpocnai v kuB eme. [loesio.
Hapno 6wl moBHMMa-a-a-atesbHee. S MPUKPBLT POT JIAJOHBIO M BHOBb HEBOJILHO 3¢BHYJI. [J1a3a camu
3akpbiBatorcsi. He cnats! He criats. He ...
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I'nmaBa 3

Pa30yaun MeHs JIyd COJHIIA, MPOOUBIIMICS CKBO3b 3€JIEHBIN MMOTOJIOK COCHOBBIX BeTBeH. 51
3aBepTell rOJI0BOM, BHIMCKUBAS HEBEJOMYIO OITACHOCTb U, K CUYACTbIO, HUYEro He HaIleNn. S moTsHyIcs,
TIOJTHSIJICS C 3eMJIH, OBbLIO JIOBOJIBHO TMPOXJiaaHO. Horm 3aTekiv, s HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpHCell, ToMaxal
pyKamu.

— YTO THI UIyMMUILIb, KAK MEJBE/lb B MAJTMHHUKE?!

S maxe mpucen OT UCIyra U HEOXKUIAHHOCTH. KTo TyT MeHsl MeBe/leM Ha3bIBaeT, HeJlb3sl ke
TaK HEOXUIaHHO! XOpOIIIO XOTh MeJIBEKbs O0JIE3Hb HE MPUKITIOUMIIACH, & TO TTO30PY He 00ePEIIbCs.
Sl KpyTWUII TOJIOBOIA €/1Ba JIU HEe Ha TPHUCTA IECThAECAT IPaycoB, HO HUKOTO MOOIU30CTH HE BUJIEN.

— Hy 181 6ectonkoBblii! 3aech 51, KOUaH-TO CBOW MOJBIMHU.

S 3anpain ronoBy. Ha Toscroit BeTke, CBECUB OIIHY J1ally M XBOCT, pa3Baliics YEpHbIM KOT. OH
CMOTpEJI Ha MEHsI HEMUTAIOIIUMU 3eJIEHOBATO-KENITHIMU IJ1a3aMU, KOHUUKH YILIEH 4y Thb IIEBEJIIUC.
$1 CKOMB3HY B3MISIIOM MO KOTY U TIPOJOJIKIIT UCKATh TOTO, KTO MEHsI OKJIUKHYJI.

12
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— Kak ectb, 6ecTosious! — rojioc crajl COBCeM HeJIOBOJILHBIM. — D1, OTPOK, Koro umieM-To? Ha
MeH$ TIOCMOTPH.

1, packpbIB poT, ycTaBuiIcs Ha KoTa. [1acTh ero He meBemIach, HoO TOBOPUJI TOUYHO OH. BoT 3y0
Ja10 — rOBOPAIIMI KOT. Min y MeHs OT cTpaxa Kpblllia noexasa, Wid. .. Win. .. 51 Tak 1 He npuayma,
YTO K€ TaM «HJIM», & MBICIIb O COOCTBEHHOM CYMAcCIIECTBUM MHE OYeHb He OHpaBuiIach. OCTaBUM
€€ Ha [OTOM.

— 3npackTte, — eBa BbIIABUI 5.

— Hy, 3apaBcTBYii, KOIM HE IIYTHILb, — KOT MOJHSJICA, MOTSHYJICA U Cell, CBECUB XBOCT. — U
OTKy/1a e Thl B3suIcA?

T'oBOpMI KOT, €CITi, KOHEYHO, 3TO OH TOBOPUII, TaK, KaK ¥ I0JKEeH Obl TOBOPUTH KOT. UyTh pac-
TATUBAJ 3BYK «M», UyTh TIOPHIKMBAJ HA «P», M pedb ObLIa IJIABHOW U OKpYyIIoi. B o0mmem, Ha ciyx
9TO ObLT BBUTMTHIN KOT MaTpoCcKuH U3 MyJbTHKA Tipo asmio Pénopa u3 [Ipocroksarmno. «Iloxyma-
elllb, s eI€ U BHIIIUBATh MOTY, U Ha MAIlIUHKE. .. TOXEe», — HEBOJIbHO BCIIOMHUIT 1.

— A Bbl KT0? — BbIJAJI 5 IEPBOE, YTO MPUIILIO B rosioBy. He camikoM BeXJIMBO, IOHUMAIO, HY
a BBI ObI Kak ceOsl TIOBeJIM B TAKOW CUTYyaru?

— O, rope MHe! — Bozonui1 KOT. — OT4ero nomnajaiTcs Beeraa takue nypHu?! Kro xe s mo-
TBOEMY?

— ... KOT? — OCTOPOXHO MPEANOIOKIII 1.

— Kot u Bc€? — KOT Jaske 3ammuIesn ¢ Jocajipl, a U3 NOAYyILIEeUeK Jial MOKa3aJiuch BECbMa BHY-
IIUTEJIbHbIE KOTTH.

— Yermmpckuii KoT? — ¢ emé 60MbIIeld OMmacKou MPeIoNIOKII I, OTOABUrasCh Ha rojmara. «Hy
He MaTpocKHH xe, — IoIyMaJl po ceOsi, — TOT MOJIOCAThIA ObLT».

— Kakoii-kakon? — KOT, KaXeTcsl, ONeNnI OT MOEro MpeAroyIOKeH!s] U 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS. —
ITO YTO X 3a KOT Takor? Yem 3HaMeHUT?

— Bbut Takoit. B Anrimu, B rpadgerBe Yermup. 3HAMEHUT CBOEH IMPOKOU YITBIOKOM.

— U To1bKO0-TO? — (DBIPKHYJT YEPHBIN 3BEPEK.

— Hy Tak... eme nmo Mesnoyu. .. — He CTaJ s1 BAABaThCs B MOAPOOHOCTH.

— Hy u nypens ThI! — ckazai KoT yxe 6e3 Bcsikou 3110061 — Hy kakas Anrmus? Kakoit Yemp?
4 paszBe ¢ TOOOI Mo-arMIKK pasropapuBaio? Thl MOAM HU OJHOTO CJIOBA AIJIMIIKOTO HE CJIBIXAJ B
KHU3HU CBOEH.

Ay KOTHKa, MTOX0Xe, B3IOPHbIN XapakTep. Began Obl OH, CKOJBKO 51 «arJIMIKMX» CJIOB 3HAIO.
Hy na nagHo, He B MOeM TOJIOKEHUH BBIOMPATh, OMHAKO HYKHO BCE e MPOSICHUTH BCE BOITPOCHL.

— A kak Bl pasroBapuBaere?

— INo-pyccku, nypens, no-pyccku. Pasee He ciplmiib? — KOT, BUAMMO, Ha4all TEPATh TepIie-
HUE.

— CIIBpIIATh-TO § CIIBIILY, — ITOKaJI 51 [JIe4aMHU, ITPOIyCKasl pyrarebCTBa MUMO yien. Tolbko y
Bac xe macts, 3... porT... TyOBl He mieBessaTcs. Beixoqur, Bel Tenenarnvecku pasroBaprBaete. Ciie-
JOBaTeJIbHO, BCSIKOE MOXET ObITh. MOXET, U TMO-arJIUIKH, MOXET, elIé Kak.

— Yero-uero? — mposiBUII JIOOOIBITCTBO KOT. — Hy-Ka mosicHu.

— Hy, — s moyecan 3aTbUIOK, — 3TO 3HAYUT MBICJIEHHO. [IpsiMo MHe BHy1aete, 4to s Bac cibinry.
A TYT I1aBHOE MBICTIb, & HE KOHKPETHBIE CJIOBA, & CAMH CJIOBA Y MEHs MPsIM B MO3TY TIOIOMPAIOTCS
U3 TeX, YTO 5 caM 3Haw. Tesnenarus Ha3pIBaeTCsl.

— BHymars, 370 51 MOTY, — CAMOZIOBOJIBHO 3a5IBUJI KOT. — BOT TOJBKO 1 y& mosryaca Obi0Ch, BHY-
a0 Tede, KTO s TAKOH, a ThI IO CHX TIOp MEeHs He oro3Hajl. MoXerT, Thl caM 3TOT... Xe... Yemmp-
ckuii? — Kot nmpuHIOXasics, meBesis ycamu. — Pycckum ayxom He 0co00 MaxHer.

— Yero 310? — obuzencs 5. — Pycckui 1.

— MoxeT, U pycCKHii J1a He TIPOCTOM, — MPOMYPIIBIKAT KOT. — Tak 1 ObITh, Aai0 Tebe BTOPYIO
TOITIBITKY.
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—Hy... — 3agymanca s va mrHoBenue. [1luzanyscs s, Buaarh, kanutaiabHO. CTOIO TYT ¢ KOTOM
pasroBapyBalo, 3araJKu ero pasraasBaio. O, 3aragku! 1o MbICib. — [JomkHO OBbITH, BBl KOT yU€HBIN?

— Tepy ThI! — He Ha HIYTKY paccTpousIcs KOT. — DTO ene KTo?

— Hy, kak xe... — g gaxe cierka pacrepsuics. — [1o uenu. .. Bce 3HaIOT.

— Kor na nern?!

Kot B31p10111 CriMHY, IIepCTh HA 3arpUBKE BCTOMOPIIMIIACH, U MHE TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH Cpasy
cTaul OOJIbIIe Pa3MepOM, KOTTH BIWJIUCH B BETKY, CAUPAasi KOPY. Sl OTCTYIWII Ha IIar Jajblie U mocre-
IIWJI €r0 YCIIOKOMTb.

— Jla He Ha 1leny, a 110 1enu. Bee ke 3HaoT.

Sl mpouUTHPOBAJ C BHIPAKEHUEM:

Y aykomopes oyo 3enémwiii;
3namas yenv Ha Oyoe mom:

H oném u Houwto Kom yuéHwili
Bcé xooum no yenu kpyeom;
Hoém nanpaeo — nectv 3a600um,
Haneso — ckasky 206opum.

Tam uyoeca: mam aewtuti 6pooum,
Pycanxa na eéemesix cuoum. !

— 3narasi ernb Ha 1yoe, JOKHO ObITh, KPACHBO, HO HE TIO JeNy, — KOT YCIIOKOMJICS U OTISITh Cell
Ha BEeTKY. — M 4TO OH XOIUT, KaK OKasTHHBIN, U THEM, 1 HOUbIO? — KOT 3a/1ymalics, riia3a HarojJoBUHY
3aTSHYJIMCH OeJI0H TIeJICHOM, 3aMyPJIBIKAJT UTO-TO cede o1 HOC, CIIOBHO paccyxaast BCiyx: — Jlermmii
3TO [1a, 9TO CKOJIBKO YTOIHO, a BOT pycajka... Ha ayoe... — ONOMHUIICS, YCTaBUJICS HA MEHsS He
murasi. — Bripouewm, ckazaHo Heruioxo. Cam npugyman?

— Her, — 3amotan s ronoBoit. 3auem MHe uyxkas cnaBa? Y nonpocui: — [locnymaiire, a Bol He
MoOrJTH OBl ¢cJ1e3Th Kyna-HuOyap nmonmxke? Illes yxkacHo 3aTekia.

S noTép et pyKoy M Ha BCAKUI Cilydail cienai emé maxokK Ha3al. YK eClid pa3roBapuBarhb
C KOTaMH, yX €CJIM TPOTaThCsl PacCyAKOM, TO MovyeMy Obl He AeNaTh 3TOro XOTs Obl ¢ KOM(OPTOM.
Kot rpoMko ¢bIpKHYJI, TOTOM TS)KKO B3JOXHYJ U CIIPHITHY/I Ha TIOKPBITYIO OIABILEl XBOEW 3EMIII0,
MSITKO NMPU3EMJIMBIINCH HA BCE YETBIPE JIAIlbI.

— Hy tak u TH He cTOM, — 3710 Opocui oH. — S uto I Oyay rosoBy 3aaupars? Caguch BOH
T071 IEPEBO.

Sl mocmynIHO OmycTHJICS HA yKa3aHHOE MECTO, TMOATSHYJ KOJIEHKH, 00XBaTHB MX pykamu. OH
TUIABHO MPUOIM3UIICS, OIHAKO OCTaBasiCh 3aMETHO Jajiee BBITSHYTON PYKH, BEIMYECTBEHHO CEll.

— IMoBcTpeuasicst ObI THI C MOMIM JIEYIIIKOM, TaK Obl ceOs He BEN, — CKa3all OH TO JIA CO 371000,
TO JI ¢ TpycThio. — TpeTbeil monbITku Tede He AaM. He To Thl yero moxJere BbgyMaenib. [laBaii
3HAKOMUTCH, OTPOK. S KOT batoH.

— UBaHn, — ronoc moit gporHyi. f mxopaloyHO BCIOMUHAJ, KTO ke Takoil KoT baioH. U 3tn
BOCIIOMMHAHMS MEHSI COBCEM He paloBaiu. B cka3zkax balioH — orpomMHbIii KOT — JTI00€/1, KOTOPBIN
CBOMIMU TIECHSIMH J1a CKQ3KaMH YCHITLISLT Iy THUKOB, & TIOTOM MOKUPAJ UX. DTOT, cpa3y BUIHO, 3a0071-
TaTh MOXKET JO CMEPTH, BOT MeJIKOBaT Tojbko. Hy kakoi u3 Hero yiogoen. A, BIIpOYeM, KTO Xk €ro
3HAeT.

— UBan, ara. Ko 6b1 comHeBascs. MiBan-tiapeBnu? — yrounui baion.

— VBB, OTHIO[b HE LIAPEBUY.

— VBaH-11ypak, 3HaYUT, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJI KOT.

— Yero x cpazdy aypak?! — pemi Bo3MyTuThes 1. — [Ipocto MBaH.

A.C [Mywxun. Pycnan u Jlionmua.
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— Hy-ny, — ckentnueckn xMblkHys batoH. — Tam normsagum. M kak xe Tol 3€Ch OKa3ac,
nipocto MBan?

— Cawm He 3Haw. — ¢ noxain riedamu. — CirydaiiHo. M xoTesioch Obl 3HATH, IJIE 3TO «3/1eCh» 7

— 371ech, — MGHTOPCKUM TOHOM Hadas KOT, — 3TO B TOM CaMOM MecTe, rie Tebe HYKHO ObITh B
camylIo MOCJeIHIOn ouepeb. PacckasbiBail, He MellKail.

— PacckasbiBato, — g B3JOXHYIIL.

BcrnomuHaTh BuepaniHuii Beuep COBCeM He TSHYJI0, HaBepHOe, OJIOK KaKOW-TO B CO3HAHUM Cpa-
6otan. Ho pazobparbcs B ke cieioBasio. MHe Obl ellié Kak-To Ha3aJ[ BepHYThCs. Ecim, KoHeuHo, 5
B 3TOT MOMEHT He B TICUXJIeueOHUIIe, U 3TO B He Opelt 00mbHOro BooOpaskeHus. [la v Toraa HerIoxo
Obl BepHYTbhCs1. [Ipuaércs BcrmioMuHaTh 1 ¢ mogpoOHoCTsIMH. OIHAKO TOAPOOHOCTH MONPUAEPKY MOKA
ripu cebe. KTo ero 3HaeT, 3T0ro Kotspy.

— IIén Houblo Yepe3 KJIAAOWINEe, a TYT rpo3a, — Havas 5, COOPABIIUCH C JTyXOM. — MoHUS
CBEpKHYJIA U... s yKe Ha IPyroM KJIQJOWIIE, BOT Ha TOM, KOTOPOE TYT PSIOM, — sl MaXHYJ PyKOH B
HaIpaBJICHUH KPOMKH Jieca.

Kot Baton f10sro cMOTpest Ha MeHsI He MHTasi, 3pauyky €ro CTaJIN Y3KUMH BEPTUKATIBHBIMU ITIENT-
Kamu. S Toxke xKJajl, He 3Hasd, 4To elé T00aBUTh.

— Hy-ka noitném.

OH HecreniHo, ropao 3ajpaB XBOCT TPyOOU, JBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY Jiyra. § moxan Iiedamu,
TIO/THSUICS, ¥ B JIBA IIIara JIOTHaB ero, 3aceMeHus psagoM. OH OCTaHOBWIICS, €JBa Mbl OCTABWJIM 32
CIIUHOM TIOCJIeIHAE COCHOBBIE CTBOJIBI. HeBOJIBHO ocTaHOBWIICA U 1. JIyT miepe1o MHOU ObLT OrpoM-
HOW HeNpaBWJIbHOU (hOPMBI IPOIUIEIINHOIN MOCPEIN Jieca, pa3MepoM, MoKy, B KWJIOMETP WU
Ooubinie. Jlec Ha TOW CTOPOHE Ka3aJics JAIEKUM | TIBUTbHO-cepbiM. Ho, camoe riaBHOe, Ha BCEM Iy TH
710 IPOTUBOTIOJIOKHOM CTEHBI Jieca Kiaaouiia He Obu10. BMmecto Hero 6bu10 60710T0. BepHee, s permn,
YTO TaM OOJIOTO: MHOKECTBO KOUEK, KaMBIIIIa, J1a ¥ CePO-3eJIEHBIHA 1IBET C YePHBIMU MTPOTLICIINHAMU
OOJIOTHOM BOJIBI HE OCTABJISLI MPOCTOPA AJIs1 (DAaHTA3HIA.

— A e ke kanouiie? — He ynepxkaics S U MPOU3HEC B CIYX TO, YTO HEOTCTYITHO KPYTHIIOCh
B MO€#1 rojioBe.

— XopoIuii BOpoc, — eXUIHO 3asiBUJI KOT.

— Bruto. Bot Tyt nipsimo. A tenieps 6omoto. Kak xe Tak?

— I'mazam cBouM He BepuIlb?

— 4 yxxe HuYemy He Beplo, — MpayHO 3aBUJI £1.

— UYylo 51, He Be/Iaelllb Th, T/Ie OKa3aICcsA? — COYYBCTBHS B rojioce KOTa 5 He YJIOBHIL

— MoxerT, pacckakellb yxe?! — OT pacCTpOMCTBA 51 pacTepsiT BCIO BEXKJIMBOCTh U MEPEHIEN «Ha
ThbI». — XBaTUT TAHYTb KOTA 3a... ... 3TO s TaK, K CJIOBY.

— 910 HaBp?, APY)OK, — MCTUTEJILHO C YCMEITKOM 3asiBIJT batoH.

S mosxaut rieyaMu, ciierka rmokadas rojoBou. Yto-To Takoe g Korga-To Cibliali, Ho rae? Yro?
Hudero He momHo. MHe ero oObsicHeHHe HUYero He oObsicHs10. Kot HaOmonan 3a MHOM BHUMa-
TEJILHO U YJIOBWJI MOE 3ameraTesbcTBo. He Ha Takoit 3(hpeKT oH, 04eBUIHO, pacCuUThIBaI. Oropumi
s ero ceiiyac cuiibHO. He Bepio s, 4to oH B joary octaHercsi. Ceiiyac TypHeM HA4HET 0O3bIBaTh, a
3aTeM KaKyo-HHOYIb raJOCTh CKaXeT.

— Hemrro B caMoMm [iejie He 3Haelb?

Borpekn MOMM OXHMIAaHUSIM TOH KOTa ObLT HEIOBEPUMBBIM U JIaXe CJIerka COYYBCTBYIOIIVM.
Sl akTUBHO 3aMOTaJI FOJIOBOM.

— Hagb — 310 notrycroponnuit mup. Eciu nonpocry, 310 Mup MEpTBBIX, VIBaH.

% HaBb — HeBUIMMBIii JIOJSIM MUD [yXOB, TEHei i HeNo3HaHHOrO. [To3eMHOe apeTBo.
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I'naBa 4

BeposTHO, 51 TOTOB OB YCIBILIATH YTO-TO BPOJIE 3TOTO, HE 3ps K CJOBO MOKA3aJI0Ch 3HAKO-
MbIM. [ToMHIO e unTai re-1o. SIBb® — mup xuBbix, HaBb — Mup MEpTBBIX. Mo4ai st 10JTo0, Bpoe
Kak JyMaJl, XOTsl B T0JIoBe Kak pa3 mycTto Obuto. KoT Toxke He BMelMBascs, CUIe THXOHEUKO, Jlaly
00JM3BIBATI, 1A MOpAY TEP, OyATO OH TYT BOOOIE HE MPH YEM: MPOCTO KOT, ciydaiiHo 3amen. Hy,
s IOHUMAIO, JaBaJl MHE BpeMs B ceOsi mpuiiTu. Harmplif, eXuaHblid, a TyT JeTMKAaTHOCTh MPOSIBUII,
criacu6o emy. Ho kyna MHe aeBatbces. [1aBHBIN Bonpoc NpUAETCS 3aaTh, XOTh M CTPALIHO. A Kakou
CMBICJI TAHYTb?

— Beixonut, 51 ymep?

Kot 3amep ¢ NogHATON 1anioy 1 BBICYHYTBIM MEX Y KJIbIKaMH KOHYMKOM fI3bIKa. [IoToM orom-
HWJICS, IPUHSUT TOAO0AIOIIYIO 03Y.

— C yero 1o B3s11?

— Thl ke cam ckasai, — Bo3MyTuicA s. — HaBb — Mup MEPTBBIX.

— Hy, ckaszau, — nerko cornacuics batoH. — A emg ckasai, 4To MecTo AJ1s1 Te0sl caMoe HelogXo-
adaumee. M ecinu Tl He 3an1aMATOBAJ, JONBITHIBAJICS, KAaK ThI CIOAA NONAJL. A Kak Clofia Tyl MEPTBBIX
TIOMAIAI0T, {1 MOJTyYIlle MHOTUX 3Haw. OTcloa BBIBOL. ..

Hy HopmasbHO, 1a? Ternepb KOTBI Oy/yT yUUTh MEHS JIOTHKE. XOTs, 4ero 5 xayoch? CTOIbKO
BCEro MPOU30ILIO 32 MOCJEAHNE CYyTKH, UTO 51 IBHO YTPATHJI CHIOCOOHOCTH K CBSI3HOMY MBIIILIEHHUIO.
Eciu 1 He coBceM, TO B 3HAUUTEIILHOU MEPE.

— Beixogur, 51 kMB? — y MEHS Iy TAINCh MBICJIH, 1 HHIKAK HE MOT COCPEIOTOYUTHCA. MOXET, 3TO
Baron MHe mo3ru 3aroBapusaer? Bpone He MOXOXe.

— Iloka, — KOT BEpHyJICS K CBOEMY €XUJHOMY MPOTSKHOMY TOHY. — Iloka xuB. A KMBBHIM B
Hagu He MecTo. Y MeHs u3-3a TeOst MOTyT ObITh IPOOJIEMbL. A TIpoOJIeM s He ToOTIo.

He mo6ut on! CJI0BHO s crienimaibHO eMy rpooiieMsbl coznato! Kak Oynro MmHe 3/1ech HpaBuTcs !
41 GBI ¢ pagOCTHIO JOMOIA OTHPABUIICS, BOT TOJIBKO Kak? A 3TOT Tajl, 3HaeT HaBepHsIKa, HO He TOBOPUT.
[MpoGnems! y Hero! Bupare, He CIMIIKOM OECTIOKOAT €ro 3TH MnpodieMsl. BOT y MeHs OMHO3HAYHO
nipodsiembl. JKuBoii B apctBe MEPTBBIX. Kak 310 BooOIe Bo3mMoxHO?! Hy, )KUBOW — 3TO yXke 3ByUnT
XOpOILIO, 3TO, MOXayH, IMaBHoe. Byay nckarh BBIXOM, JOJKEH OH ObITh. Pa3 ciona MoxHO momnacTs,
MOXHO M BEpHYTbCs. KoTa Halo paccripammBars, 1a TOJIBKO OH XUTPIOra TOT €ILE, HU CJIOBa B IIPO-
crote He ckaxkeT. OOxutputh ero? Hy s ke yMHBIN, ¢ KOTOM-TO JI0JKeH coBianats? Vmu ner? Hano
AOypayKoM IPUKHUIBIBATHCSA, OH MEHS BCE OIHO QypHeM cuuTaeT. Hy, roBopuT Tak, a Tam KTO X €ro
3HaeT. Hu cmenocThio, HU CUJI0i 0CO00M 51 HE OTIMYAIOCh, KAaKMe Y MEHs IIaHChl? DX, HUYEro s 00
stoii HaBu cam He NOMHIO, HaJJ0 OBUIO YUTATh, TIOKA ObLIA BO3BMOXKHOCTB, [a KTO K€ 3HaJI-T0. MHOro
yeMy HaJlo ObUTO paHblie yuuTbes. Kak-to Tam Oner ¢ Mumikoit, nuaTepecHo? XoTh ¢ HUMH-TO BCE
HOpMaJibHO? Biipyr v oHu 1e-HuOYyb 31ech? BoT 6b110 Ob1 310p0oBO! Thby TH! Yero st Takoe roBopio?
310pOBO, ECJIM OHU CITOKOWMHO JIOMOM BEPHYJIUCh. XOTsI HET KOHEUHO! Kakoe TaM «CITOKOMHO TOMOI» .
Bcio HOub Geranu MeHsl UCKaIM WM O cuX nop vinyT. [Ja kak MeHs Hainénns? [loou Tyaa, He 3Hato
Kyaa. 1 ¥ cam He 3Hal0 TOJIKOM, IJie f, XOTsS Bpoje Obl BCE NMpocTo — BOT OH 4. JlagHo. Ciymars
no6osblIe, 00ITaTh OMEHbIIIE — BOT IyTh K 3HAHUAM. S HAJEI0Ch.

— Tak Kakue u3-3a MeHsI MOTYT OBITh NMPOOJIEMBI? — OCTOPOXKHO TaK cripammBai. Mo, 51 ke
HE HapO4YHO.

— A TBI BOKPYT IIOCMOTpH.

Jlaxe nanoy BOKpYT MOBEN. XBOCT U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY XJIELIET, HEJOBOJIEH KOTHK, a YeM,
He noMy. Yero Tyt cmotpers? Jlec kak sec. Tak emy u ckazai.

3 Slgb — CPEVMHHOE LIAPCTBO, OTJAHHOE JIIOZIAM, PeasIbHBIIA JeHCTBUTEBHEI MUpP. 3EMHOE LAPCTBO.

16



A. ®. Kamenenkuii. «KaauHoB MOCT»

— Jlec, — roBopio, — AepeBbs, TPaBa, BPOIE BCE HOPMAJIBHO, BCE 3€JIEHOE, HUUYETO HE MOJIOMAI,
HUYEro CHUJIbHO He TOMSUL. A UTO KJIaJOuIIe UCUYe3io, TaK s TYT He mpuuéM. Cam yIuBIEH.

— Bor, T0-T0 1 0HO, BCE 3esI€HOe, — BOPYMT KOT. — YUTO 32 MOJIOAEKD TOITIIA, HUKAKOTO CO00-
pakeHbs. [Toiin€M-Ka eme Koe Ha YTO B3IVISTHEM.

S myman, oH B Jiec IOMAET, a OH, HA0OOPOT, HA TIPOCTOP BhIIIe . OTOMIEN METPOB HA TPU/IIATH
1 pa3BepHyJcs. Hy, s1 3a HUM, KyJja MHE JIeBaTbCs.

— Hy cmotpu, — roBopur.

[ToBepHyscs s1 TOXKE JIMIIOM K Jiecy, CMOTPIO TyAa, oTkyda Bbimen. Hy u yero? Jlec kak Jiec.
[neyamu noxumaro.

— U yto? Huuero crpaHHOrO He BUAMIIB?

— Ja kyna cmotperth. .. OX Thl k!

Veunen-taku. U BrpsMb He Tyna cMoTpesi. Bc€ BOKpyr cedst TIoOUMOro ocMaTpyBaJics, a HaJio
ObLI0 OoJbINe 1Mo cropoHam TiseTh. [lupe B3rAA, Tak cka3arh. CTeHa Jieca MpeIcTaBisiia coooun
KpaiiHe CTpaHHOe 3peiuiiie. Tam, OTKy/1a Mbl ¢ KOTOM BBIIILIH, JieC ObLT CAMBII YTO HU €CTh OOBIKHO-
BeHHbIU. [1o Buly, KOHEUHO, a TaM KTO €ro 3HaeT. A BOT CIIpaBa U cjieBa MeTpax B COTHE OT Hac Jiec,
J1a ¥ JIyT, BCE KPYroM ILJIABHO CTAHOBWJIOCH CEPbIM, MYTHBIM, CJIOBHO TOJICTHIM CJIOEM ITbUTU TTOKPbI-
ThIM. B 00111eM, BECh MU KPYroM I'psi3HO-CEpBIH, OJIeTHbIN, PACTUTBIBUATO-HESICHBIA, HEPUSITHBIN. A
BOKPYT HAC OTPOMHBIH 3€JIEHBIN KPYT — BCE PAaCTEHUsI COYHbIC, 3I0POBbIe, HeOO roydoe, He HarJIs-
JIUIIILCS, HE HApaayelbCsl.

— Bugumis Teneps! — Kot nBuHYIICS 06paTHO B Jiec.

— Buxy, — comnacuiics 4. IlocTost emg MrHoBeHue, CJIOBHO XOTeJ 3alIOMHUTh 3TOT CTPAIIHO-
BaThIil BUJI, U TIOCHENINT 32 KOTOM. — Buky, HO He nmoHuMarw. YTo 3TO ¢ JiecOM U TPaBOM BOKPYT
ciyumiock? DT1o u3-3a MeHs, uto ym? — Kot, He o6opaunBasich, eBa 3aMETHO KUBHYJI, HO 51 €My He
MOBepUJI U niepectipocuit: — M3-3a MeHst Bc€ BOKpyT cepbiM ctajio? Ho otuero?

— Try Ha Tebs1! — ¢ gocangoi mpopsvai KoT. — Hy Thl U 1ypeHb.

— Jla TBI He pyraiicsi, OObSICHU, — IPUMHUPUTETHHO BBIAABUI U3 ceOs 5.

— Cam porapaiics.

S 3agymasics. XoTs, 4eCTHO CKas3aTh, OOJBIIE CAeaall BUJI, Y4TO 3aaymalics. BoT Hukorjga Ha
COOOPa3UTENILHOCTh HE JKAJIOBAJICS, a TYT peasibHO cebs JypakoM 4yBCTBYIO. Hy BOT UTO OH XOTeln
9TUM CKa3aTh? AHOMaJIHsI, KAk TOBOPUTCS, HAJIUIIO, OYEBUIHO, YTO KOT MPUYMHOUN OTKJIOHEHU! MEHsI
CUMTaeT. 3a 4TO TOrja JypHeM B KOTOPbIM pa3 Ha3Bai? Uik, cuaut nany jmxker. CMOTpU-Ka, y HETO
Y TIO/IyIIIEYKH Ha Jiarie Y€pHbIe, ACPKUT MapKy. IX. B Takoll MOMEHT BCsikasi epyH/ia B TOJIOBY JIE3eT,
a O IJITAaBHOM HHMKaKMX ujiel. S1 r(pOMKO B3IOXHYIL

— T'ope MHe! — OyKBaJIbHO B3BBLUI, HE BBIIEpPkaB, KOT. — Hy mocMoTpu Thl BOT ciofa. Bot cocHa
CTOMT 3eJi€Has, U BOT Thl. UTo0 y Bac oOmero?

— Hapetoch, uto HUYero, — s Aake UCIyrajicsl ero HeoxkuaanHoro Harnopa. Ho Bcé ke, 4to oH
MEHsI C COCHOI-TO cpaBHUBaeT? MOXeT, 4Yero v He MOHMMAI0, Hy YK He HACTOJMBKO S TYI, YTOOBI KaK
JepeBo.

— Try Ha TebOs emmg pas.

Kaxercs, s1 Bcepb€3 ero pa3o3/mJI, Haio Obl OBITh OCTOPOKHEH, OH BPOJIE HE CIIUIIIKOM OMACHBIN
Ha BUJI, OJIHAKO, He MpocToi KOT — baton! YUTo 51 0 ero HacTosAmMX BO3MOXKHOCTSIX 3Hai0? [la 1 Korotku
y HEro COBCEM He MUpPHOro Buja. TOJNBKO UTO 1 MOry czenarh? f peaqbHO HE MOHMMAIO, Yero OH
OT MeHs1 xoueT. Bunumo, Mou MydeHus OTpa3WIUCh HAa MOEM JiMlle, MOTOMY Kak bBaioH B310XHYII,
I'POMKO, MPSIMO KaK YeJIOBEK, U, CMIJIOCTUBUBIIKCH, MOSICHIIL:

— CocHa 3enénad, xuBagd. U Tel )xuBoit. — 1 co BceM exuactBoM gooasmir: — [Toka. IToka xuBoii.

— 9710 J1a, — corylacuics s, — STUM Mbl oxoxku. Hy u 4to... — 1 TyT MeHs1 oceHmno. CIOBHO
MOJTHUSI CBEPKHYJIA B TOJIOBE, M BCE TIEPEeBEPHYJIOCH C ToJIoBbI HAa HOru. Ho 51 He cpa3y cBoeit jjorajike
MOBEPUJI, HECMOTPSI Ha BCIO €€ OYE€BUHOCTbD.
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— Tw1 XxOuenb cka3aTh, — s TIIATETBHO TIOIOUPAIT CJIOBA, — UTO 37IeCh BCE BCera cepoe U MEPT-
BO€, & OXKUJIO U MO3EJIEHENIO U3-3a MEHs !

— Korza Hocom TKHYT, TyT M000# Aoragaercs, — mpoBopyait Kot. [Totom, BUIMMO, CXaTUIICS
¥ TiouTH noxBaui: — Ho He coBcem Oe3HaEKeH, MPU3HAIO.

4 permn He o6ocTpsATh. [IpOCTO, HO BHIPA3UTENBHO MOJYAI, KAA MponokeHus. Joragka
JOTaJIKOM, HO XOTeJIOCh Obl moapoOHOcTel. KoT 3akaTii riasa, Ho, BEpOSTHO, PEIIUI HE MyUUTh MEHS
JaJibllie, a U CAMOMY HE MYUYMThCSI.

— Tak u ectb. D710 %€ Hap! [ToTycTOpOHHMIT MMp, 3[€Ch HEJaIeKO OT I'paHULIbl ¢ SIBbIO, BCe
MOYTH TAKOE Xe, KaK TaM, TOJIbKO MEPTBOE, Oe3KU3HEHHOE, cepoe. Bepxauii Mup Hapu emé TéMHbIM
JIeCOM KJIMIYT. A TbI )KUBOM, THI BCE €€ TIOJT BIACTHI0 OOTUHM JKHUBBI*, THI ITOJIOH JKU3HEHHOW CHJIBI,
ThI HOCHIIIb €€ B ce0e 1 PacrpOCTpaHsIelllb KMBY BOKPYT ceOsl. 37ech KH1Ba — SHEPrHsl )KU3HU O0JIb-
111as1 IEHHOCTD, 3716Ch B TEMHOM JieCy €€ KpOoXH coBceM. A 6e3 He€ OT IpaHuIIbl HUKTO JAJIEKO YUTH
HE CMOXET, a YK MOKUHYTh HaBb 1 B 00KECTBEHHBIE MUPBI OTIIPABUTHCS — ITO HEBEPOSTHO TPYIHO.
A xotsT MHOTHE. B 0011IeM JKUBY BCE BIUTHIBAIOT U IIEHST. XOTh HEMHOTO eIl¢ ceOsl ;KUBBIM TTOUYyB-
CTBOBaTh, OT CYIIIECTBOBAHUS HABHETO N30aBUTHCA.

— U 11?7 — BONPOC BBIPBAJICS] COBCEM HEBOJIBHO.

— MHe He HaJ0, — OTKa3aJcs KOT, HO TOH ero ObUT JIOBOJILHO MpauHblid. — 5 ’KuBe He momgum-
HSIOCh. §l TOMOIIHKK BeJIMKON OoruHr MopaHbr.

Oi1, 4TO-TO OH CBOMM TIOJIO)KEHUEM HEIOBOJIEH, 51 TOCMOTpI0. Bripouem, 310 ero npodnemsl. A
BOT PO OJIM30CTDb TpaHUIIbl ¢ SIBbIO — 3TO 0YeHb JModonbITHO. Hamo nonpodHocTy BeiBegath. MHTe-
PECHO, OH CHELUAJIBHO O TPaHuLEe YIOMSAHYJ Wi HeyasHHO? Wmu 310 He cekper BoBce? MeHs-To
Oonbllie Bcero Bo3BpalleHue B fIBb npusiekaer. He HpaButcs mHe 31ech. OnsTh ke BCe U3 MEHs
KU3HEHHbIE CUJIBI TAHYT, 9Ty KaK €€... )KuBy. MHe OHa U caMOMy HY’KHa.

— A 3alIUTUTBCSA MOKHO? — HACYILIHBII BOIIPOC, Kak MHE KaxeTcsl. — bolock, BCIO SHEPruio u3
MeH$ BblKayaloT. — Buky He noHumaeT meHs baioH, popmyampyto nonpoine: — Beio xkuBy U3 MeHs
BBITSIHYT.

— Her, — oTMaxuBaeTcst Jlaroi, — OHM JKHBY TSHYTh He yMeloT. [IogoupaioT TOIbKO TO, 4YTO caMo
BOKPYT TeOs1 pacCerBaeTCHl.

— PacceuBaercs, — He cOIVIalIalOCh C HUM, — 3TO TOXKE IJIOXO0. A HYy KaK KOHUUTCS.

— O06s13aTeIbHO KOHUUTCS, — CIIOKOMHO TaK cOOOINAeT, Kak OyaTo He O KM3HEHHOW CUJIe peyb,
a 0 TOM, YTO Ha yJulLe JOXAb KoHunics. M noGasiser: — Co BpeMeHeM.

— A Kak J101ro? — UHTEPECYIOCh.

— CHOXHO cKa3ath, OT TeOs1 3aBUCHUT. [IHEl COpOK, MoKy, IPOTSHEIIb, €CJIM HUYEro He CITy-
YUTCA.

Hy, nymato, aHei copok — 3T0 HOpMaIbHO Tak. He cobuparioch 5 TyT Tak JIOJIT0 33/1€pXKUBATHCS.
A ecny He MOTyYUTCsl BHIOPAThCs, TaK BCE PaBHO MPHUCHOCAOIMBATHCS MPUAETCS K MECTHBIM YCJIO-
BUSIM, 00 3TOM Aaxe aymarh crpamrHo. He Oyny st 00 3tom qymars. COpoK AHEN CpOK TPUTHYHBIH,
YTO-HUOYIb ipuayMaio. Eciii, KOHEeUHO, 51 BOOOIIE CTOJIBKO MPOKHBY.

— A NIOTIONTHUTB KUBY MOXKHO Kak-T0? MoXeT, CbecTb 4ero?

— A Tbl ecTb X04Yellb? — eXMJHO TaK CHPAIIMBAET, CPa3y BUAHO C MOJABOXOM.

[Mpucnymacs k cede — HET, ecTb a0COMIOTHO HE X0UY, a BE/Ib CO BUEPAIIIHETO JIHSI HUYEro He
eit. IIEn OwicTpo, OosiICs, criall, YAUBIISIICS, TIOPAXKAJICH, C KOTOM BOT OOJITai0, CUJI MHOTO MOTPATHIL,
a eCcTb HE X0uy.

— Her, — MoTaio rojioBoi, — He X0uy.

— To-T0, — pbIpKaET, — THI K€ Ha TOM CBETE HAXOAMIILCS. 37eCh OOBIYHYIO €1y He elsT. 31ech
TOJIBKO CUJIBI CMEePTH, cuibl Mopanbl. Hy 1 ciitel ’ku3HY TOXE B 1IeHe. CHUIIBI TO OHU TPAHUL] HE UMEIOT,

4
JKuBa — cnaBsiHCKast OOTHHSI KU3HU U TUIOA0pO¥sl. BoruiomaeT Xu3HeHHYO CHTy (MMEIOIIYIO TAKOE e Ha3BaHKE «KUBA» ).

5 Mopana (Mopena) — ciiaBsiHCKast O0TMHSI CMEPTH, 3UMHEI CTYKH U HOUH.
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TOJILKO He KaX[IbIA 1 He Be3jie uX JoObTh MoXkeT. B SIBu — cBom 3akoHbI, B HaBu — cBOM, Hy a B MUpe
6oroB — cBou. Tonpko B fABM cribl MopaHbl Majio KTO JIIOOUT, IEHUT U MCIIOIb30BaTh MOXKET, a TYT,
B HaBwy, k JKuBe mHorue tsaytcs. [1o npuBbuke. [ToMHSAT, Kak KMBBIMU OBUTH.

— A 161? Thl )kuBO¥? W ObUT KHUBBIM ?

— TblI, 1 cMOTPIO, HEBEKECTBEHHBIN COBCEM, — YIIEN KOT OT OTBeTa. — OT4yero Tak? JIeHuB upes-
MEpPHO aJIi He CIIOCOOHBI?

— Jla Kak-To Tak noxy4msnock. Jlpyromy y4uiiu, a mpo 3T0 He pacCKa3bIBIN, — HY HE OOBSICHSATh
e eMy, UTO y Hac OOJIBIIMHCTBO B HAYYHO-TEXHUUECKHIA TPOTPECC BEPHT, @ TOBOPSIIIINE KOTHI TOJIHKO
B CKa3Kax OBIBAIOT.

— He pacckasbiBanu, — nepeapasaui batoH.

— A BOT cIblIIaN 1, — He OCTAJICS s B AOATY, — YTO Thl JOJDKEH HA XKeJIE3HOM CTOJIOE CUIETb,
MTyTHUKOB KapayJIUTh.

— Ha xene3HoM cronde caMm CHIv, Ha HEM JIHEM JKapKO, HOYBIO XOJIOAHO. Jlarbsl MEP3HYT.

— U He TONbKO J1atbl, HaBepHOE, — JISIIHY 5.

— IIposiBui Obl yBaKeHHE K CTApIIMM, OTPOK, — [J1a3a y KOTa Cy3UJIMCh A0 METOK. Pa3osmmn s
ero, He JIIOOUT OH TPO CBOIO JKM3Hb paccKasbiBaTh. HeloBoseH, BUIATh, KU3HBIO-TO. A BUJ JeJIaeT,
YyTO BCE 3aMeyaTesbHO. Moil, mepBblii NOMOITHUK MopaHbl, YyTh JIM HE CaMblil [JIABHBINA TYT.

— M3BUHY, — He cTall ynuparbcs 1, — 9TO £, He MOAyMaB, CMOPO3WJI. A TIOYEMY Thl IPO TEMHBIN
Jiec ckazali, 4to oH BepxHuil Mup HaBu? OH e HaoO60poT y camoil rpaHuiipl? JlomkeH ObITh CaMbIM
HUKHUM?

— § MHWMII, THI MOM CJIOBa B OJHO YXO BITyCKaelllb, B JIpyroe BblllycKaellb. — KoT BbImIsiiesn
JOBOJIBHBIM. — JI100JTI0, KOrla MHE BHUMAIOT CO BCEM TIIaHMEM. A 4TO O Ha3BaHHUS — TaK y HAC
npuHsTo. HaBb $SIBM pOTHBOMONOKHA, KaK OTPaKeHUE B TJIAJIM 03ePa, OTTOTO U TIOPSIIOK OOPATHBIM.
To, uto k SIBM Onmske Bcero, To Bepxuuid mup HaBu. OH Gosbliie Bcero BHelHe Ha $IBb moxox. EcTb
ellé CpeqHU U HUKHUM, TaM BCE TO-PyroMy, I0-CBOEMY.

Ox, He cnenyanbHO JIM OHM Ha3BaHUs C HOT Ha rosioBy cTaBAT? [lyTaloT YecTHBIX MOJIOALEB,
Bpojie MeHs? Pazdepémcs. Ceituac 310 He camoe miaBHoe. O Jpyrom CIporry.

— Pacckasku mydine, Kak MHE OTCIOZIa BHIOMPAThCS.

— A KTO Tebe cKazall, YTo THl OTCIOA BHIOPATHCSI MOXKEIIb? — Cpa3y MOCKYYHEI KOT.

—Iocnymaii, — roBopIo, — 51 A0MOit xouy. Tebe oT MeHs Toke PoOJIeMBbl, BOH 3€JIEHEET KPYToM,
u3naneka BuaHo. Heropsinok B TBOEéM xo3siiicTBe. Tak moMoru MHe, HAMEKHHU XOTb.

— He mory 51 Tebe nomoub, — OTKa3ajcsi KOT, MOKoIeOaBIIMch HeMHOTO. — He BesieHo MHe.

— Kewm He BenieHo?

— He tBOE neo.

— A 410 He BesieHO? — He caaBascs .

— ITomorats TeGe He BeseHO.

— A 4ro BesieHO?

— Yro THI mpHCTan? — orpeI3HyJcsa KOT. — OTBemy 1ebs1, claM ¢ pyK Ha PyKH, U TIOMHMHAHA Kak
3payd. [Tonum.

W KoT, He OryIsAABIBAsICh, 3ACTIEIIII, 3aIpbirajl MO TPOITMHKE BIIIyOb Jieca.
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I'naBa 5

S uyTth 3amenikaics. Konebancs, CTOMT M UATU 32 KOTOM WJIM MIPOCTO OCTaThCsl HA MecCTe.
A dero?! Tuxo, CIIOKOMHO, KPyTrOM JIEC KPACHBBII, €CTh COBCEM HE HYKHO, MOXKHO kJaTh CKOJIBKO
xouenib. Hy, He CKONIbKO XO4Yelllb, SICHOE JIeN0, HO 10ro. BoT Tonbko yero xkaarb-to? Eciu baony
BEPUTb, JKM3HEHHBIE CHJIBI U3 MEHS CaMH COOOM YTEKAIOT, ITO3/IHO JIU, PaHo, a KOHEI U3BecTeH. 51 Tak
HE X0uy. JTO0 ecny BepuTb. OH COBpaTh JIETKO MOKET, OH BCE-TAKM CITY)KUTEJIb TEMHBIX ciJjl. Bropoii
BAPUAHT — HE CUJIETh HA MECTE, a CaMOMY MCKaTh BbIX0[. Tak maHckl pactyT. [Hlancel Ha ycniex. [laHchl
Ha MopaxkeHue U rudesib Toxe nosbimanTcs. Kak Tyt BoiOpaTh? OMMOUTHCS CTPAIIHO, 3TO K€ HE B
LIKOJILHOM 33/1a4€ PelIeHUe C OTBETOM He COMIETCA. TyT KU3Hb HAa KOHY.

A xyna MeHs Kot coOpaicst Bectu? Vb yeinet, He orsiabiBaetcs. A! U Tak mjioxo, v Tak Oeyia!
OcraBarbCs CTPAIIIHO U BIIEPEN UATH — MOPO3 10 Koke! C KOTOM XOTb BECeJI0 U MHTePECHO, 3a0aBHBIN
oH. Pemeno! $1 6pocuics moronsts BaloHa, yxe cKpbIBIIerocsi cpeau KyctoB. Korma s jorsan ero
Y 3aTomaJj CJeOM, TOT AaKe rOJOBbl HE MOBEPHYJI, JIUIIb KOHUYMK XBOCTA YYTh MOApParuBaeT. 3a4eM
€My OIJISIBIBATLCS, Y HETO CIIyX KOLIAYMiA, 1a U HIOX. A MOXET ObITh, U €Il¢ Yero TAMHCTBEHHOE U
ckazoyHoe umeercs. HaBepHska. A kak nHaue?! OH ke ToBOpALIMI KOT, KOT batoH!

— Tak Kyna Mbl ugeM?

Baton nép Briep€n v, 0OYEBUIHO, OTBEUYaTh He coOMpascsa. MHe ero mnopejieHue eme OoJbIle
HE MOHPABUJIOCh. Pa3 MOTUMT, 3HAUUT, MEHSA HOBOCTb CUJIBHO OTOPYUT. YBEPEH, OH HE MOM HEPBBI
Oepex€T, a MmyraTh paHbllie BpEMEHU He XOUeT, YTOOBI 51 He yrupavics. M dero, cripammBaeTcs, s Oymy
TOMNAaTh, Kak TeJoK Ha yoou? ITycTh OTBeTUT, MHaue s Jajbliie HU Horoi. Yero s Tepsiio?

— batoH, — roBopio, — 51 X0uy 3HaTh, KyJla Mbl UJIEM.

Bugumo, oH yJIOBWJI CBOMM TOHKHM CITYXOM HEKHME HOTKM B MOEM ToJIOCEe, TOTOMY KaK B 3TOT
pa3 CHU3OILEN A0 OTBETA.

— Ectb TyT Hepaseko HeOosbInas N30yIIKa.

— N? — g u300pa3ui camyo BOIPOCUTENIbHYI0 MHTOHAIINIO, HA KOTOPYIO OBbUT CITIOCOOEH, HO KOT
He oTpearupoBal. S BbIHYK/IeH ObUT 33JaTh CBOUM BOMPOC MOJTHOCTHIO: — M KTO Tam B U30yIIIKe?

— B u36ymke-to? M3BecTHOE /1eI10, KTO. .. $Ira, KOHEYHO.

— Baba SIra?! — BCKpUKHYJ 51 HEBOJILHO M OCTAaHOBHJICSI.

— Tc-c-c! — 3ammnen kot. Pa3BepHyBIIMCh, OH OJHUM MPBUKKOM OKa3ajics BO3jie MeHsA. S
oTmarHyJcs. — B cBoém i Th yme, oTpok? Kro Hayum 1ebst Takum miiynoctssm? Bripouem, — KOT
yXe YCIIOKOHWJICSI, — O TBOEM BOCIHMTaHUU s yxe roBopwi. OHO HUKyAa He rogurcs! YTto oHa Tebe,
KpecThsiHKa 00BbIYHAS, YTO THI €€ Gaboii HazkiBaemb? HeBexa!

— A Kak ke MHe e€ Ha3blBaTh? — s1 HE CJIMIIIKOM IOHSUT BO3MYyILleHHe KoTa. «baba fra» Obu1o
HACTOJIbKO MPUBBIYHBIM COYETAHHEM CJIOB, UTO CaMO COOOM BBICKAKMBAJIO Ha SI3bIK. XOPOIIO, YTO 5
PO KOCTSIHYIO HOTY BCITyX He ckasaj. Korta Obl ymap XBaTuil.

— BexuuBo u ¢ noutenueM. [1o umenn ordecTBy Bennuath: Sro BueBHom.

BatoH BHOBb JIBUHYJICSI TIO TPOIUHKE, 51 TIOCTIEIIMI 32 HUM, Y MEHsI CHOBA ObLITH BOIIPOCHI.

— BueHa, — 3aiyMYrBO POOOPMOTAJI 51, — BHIXOIMUT, e€ oTiia Buem 3Banmm?

— Oruero xe 3Bamu? U no ceit geHb 30ByT. Ho BOT 3BaTh €ro Kak pa3 COBCEM HE HYXKHO, C HUIM
TeOe BcTpevarhes He cieayer. Hy 1a K TBoeMy cYacThio, M OH JIO BCTPEUM C TOOOH He CHU3OWJET,
HE BeJINKA ThI IITUIIA.

— A KTO OH TakoW — Buii®? — 1 He cMor ciepKaTh JIIOOONBITCTBA. S 3HAI O TAKOM TOJIBKO TIO
KHUTe ['0rosns, KOTopylo He JOYUTAJ, TOTOMY KaK CTPAIIHBIX KHUT He JIOOWI. A TYT yXachl BCSIKHUE,

% Buit (Bbli1) — y ApeBHUX CIIaBsIH TEMHbINA OOr, XpaHuTeNnb cpepHero napcrsa HaBu. CohiH YepHoOora. Cynbsi Haj MEPTBBIMY,
TMOBEJINTESb MyUeHUIl /151 TPELHBIX AYIl, XO31MH HOUHbIX KOLIMAapOB, BUICHUI U TPUBUIECHUH.
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YyauIIa, TpoObl JIeTalolye, 1a s MOC/ie TaKOoro HEeNI0 CHaTh CIIOKOWHO He cMOory. Sl U KMHO He
CMOTpEJL.

— OH XO35IMH Cpe/IHero HaBbETO 11apCTBa. A 3BaTh €r0 HE HAJ10, 3HAYUT, JIMIIIHUI pa3 110 UMEHU
HE Ha3bIBaTh. YTO X Thl TAKOW OECTONKOBBIN?

— C HUM MHe BCTpeuarhCs He HaJlo, — HEe CTaJl 51 pearnpoBarh Ha ero Opro3xkaHue, — a ¢ Aroi
... BueBHOH, BRIXOAUT, HAOO?

— O06s13aTeNbHO, — KMBHYJ KOT HE OINISIAbIBasCh. — M jydrne Obl TeOe el TOHPaBUTHCA.

— ITonpaBuTtbesi? Ha BKyc uto n? — He yaepikascs s, IpUIOMHUB, Kak bada fIra ooxomautcs ¢
rOCTSIMU — Ha JIOIIaTy Ca)KMBAaeT, /1a B 1IeUb HAJIA)KMBaeT.

— Jlo 4ero sxe JMoOAT JII0AU A0CYXKUE CKa3KH MOBTOPSITh, — B3JOXHYJ KOT. — 1 uem crparinee,
TEM OXOTHEE B HUX BEpAT.

— A Ha camMoM feJe Bcé He Tak?

— 9710 TBOM BOIpoc? — BaloH 13/1a1 Kakoii-TO 3BYK, IIOXOKMM Ha TIIATEJIbHO CKPbIBAEMBIN CMe-
oK. — Kak Moxet ObiTh Be€ He Tak? Uto Bce-To? BOT npsiMo Beé-Bce?

—D... — pacrepsiics 1. — S umen B Buay, 4to 6ada... THXO-THXO, s nMoMH0. Heyxemm fAra
BueBna HuKOrO He ect?

— He cpect ona Te0s1, — orMaxHysicst KOT. — Ho oropunth MoskeT u3psiniHo. fra BueBna — mory-
YU BOUH U CUJIOW Marvu BjajJieeT OTMEeHHO. Pa3o3/uiib e€ U MSyKHYTh HE yCreellb.

— baioH, Tel MeHs Myraelib, — CKa3aJj 5 JPOrHYBILIUM IOJIOCOM.

— Heroxe oTpoKy cTpaxy NoaaBaThcsl, — Hadasl CBOU IIPUBBIYHbIE HPABOYYEHUs KOT, — a TEM
raye, Ha MOKa3 TPYCOCTb BBICTABIIATD.

A 1O 51 cam He 3Hal0, uTO Heroxe. [locoBeToBa Obl, Kak CIIPaBUTHCSI? A KPUTHKOBATH BCSIKUIA
MOXkeT. A BOOOIIe, KOT — TApeHb HeTJIOXOM, XOTh M 3aHyIHbIN cerka. Bpone kak B HaBu XuBET,
CITy’)KUTEJIb TEMHBIX CHJI, HEUUCTasl CUJIa, €CIU MOMPOCTY, @ COBETHI CIUIOUIb MpaBUIIbHbIE Ja€T. Vi s
yero-to B 3Toi camoil HaBu He nonumaio? Ecnu 31ech Bce Takue, Kak baloH, TO He Tak U TUIOXO TYT.

— dra 1eb6s He checT, — moBTOpUI BaloH, ocTaHaBIMBasICh. — A BOT S MOT OBl

Baton pasBepHyJIcs ¥ MeIJICHHO-MEIJICHHO, IIar 3a IIaroM Hadalsl MpUOIMKaThCsl KO MHe. f,
KOHEYHO, HE BEpHJI, UTO OH CIIOCOOEH CIPABUTHCS CO MHOIO, HO Ha BCSIKUM CITy4ail cenal IIakoK B
CTOPOHY, COIIEN C TPOITMHKY | CTaJI MATUThC. He o000 KOH(IUKTOB.

— Buky, He Bepuib Tol MHE? A? — KoT cest mocpeau TpOnMHKH, OOBWIT JIartbl XBOCTOM. — Cuu-
Taelllb, s CJIUIIKOM MaJ?

— 9... npocty, baioH, HO Thl B caMoM jejie MajieHbkuid. Hy Kak Thl MEHsI ChbeCTh MOKEIllb? —
oracarch s ero, J1a, HoO BpaTb He Oyiy.

— Ilo onéxke Bcrpeuaenin? [lo pazmepy cyauiib? — KOT NMpuiypui ra3a. — Ho 3a npasay
criacn60. MHOTHE TBITATUCh MEHSI OOMaHyTh.

— Jla He 3a 4uTO, — B3/ABIXaI0 00NeryéHHo s1. Ho oka3biBaeTcs, pasroBop eIe He 3aKOHYEH.

— Bot u s Tebs1 He 0OMaHyJ1, — MypJIBIYeT KOTHK.

W Bapyr OH CJIOBHO JBIMKOH MOAEPHYJICS, OYATO PACIUIBUICS, a KOTJa pe3KOCTh BEPHYJIAaCh, HA
ero MecTe cujes orpoMHblii KoT. He nanrtepa, He siryap, He YE€pHBIN TUTP, & UMEHHO TMTaHTCKU KOT.
Mosi rosiosa efipa ioctaBajia €My J10 I'PYIH, 51 MOT [TIOYeCcaTh €r0 3a YXOM, JIUILIb BBITSHYB PYKY BBEpX. 5
OTIIATHYJICS, U CTBOJI COCHBI YIIEPCS MHE ME:XK Y JIonaToK. KoTuiie npuoTKphljl acTh, AEMOHCTPUPYS
OeJIOCHEKHbIE UIMHHIONINE KJIBIKU, U PHIKHYJI. Y MEHs CJIOBHO BCE TeJIO 3aBUOPHPOBAIIO OT ITOTO
pbIKa, ¥ HOTH B KOJICHSIX CTaJM MoArudarbes. S Obl, MOXKayH, cesl Ha 3eMIII0, €Cli Obl COCHA He
noanupaina MeHs c3aau. Ho, Buaumo, baton cxxanuics Hago MHOM. OH Ha MTHOBEHME CHOBA CJIOBHO
PACIUTBUICS, U HAa TPOIIMHKE CUIEN OOBIYHbIN, MaJeHbKHIA, COBEPIIEHHO YEPHBIA KOT.

— VX, Thl! — e1Ba-eiBa BBIIOXHYJI 51, CTapasiCh YHATH IpOXkb B rojoce. — [lorpscaronie. M3BuHw,
4TO HEe TIOBepUI Tebe.

— XM, — JIOBOJIbHO XMBIKHYJI KOT, — BIIpeb OyzeT TeOe Hayka. B TemMHONeche BCE MOKET OKa-
3aThCs HE TEM, YeM KaxkeTcs.
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— Ha-a-a, — s y’xe oTABIIAICS, HO APOXKb B KOJICHKAX OcTaBasiack. — He oxuian ot teds Takoro.
Tenepb 1 TeOs1 XOUETCs 0 IMEHH OTYECTBY Ha3biBaTh. Kak Tebst Ha camom pene? baon Korogeepny?

Kot 3ax0oxoTan coBepIIeHHO KaK YeIOBEK, 3aBAIWJICS Ha TPaBy, 3aapbirai janamu. f crnabo
yneiOnysicst. Ecn MuHYTY Has3aj OH BBITJISIIEN CTPAITHO, TO cefiuac ObLT MU U 3a0aBeH.

— HlyTuins? — OTCMESIBILIUCD, CIIPOCUIT KOT. — DTO MHE HpaBUTCS. By, 4TO McIyraics, a
IIyTHIb. XBao. TOTBKO MMS-OTYECTBO CBOE s TeOe He CKaxy. BaloH TOJNBKO JIHIIb MPO3BUILIE, TaK
Y 30BH.

— Jorapmasncs, — KUBalo.

— Hy noiiném, noraivBbiil, XBaTUT pa3BJIeKaThCsl, HEAAICKO YiKe.

— A 3ayem MbI Bcé-Taku K Are BueBHe naém? — Cipocus 1 MUHYT Yepe3 TPUALATb.

— A 4ro THI 0 Are 3Haemb? — B CBOIO O4epe/ib 3aJajl BOIPOC KOT.

A zagymancsa. Ecmm yx oH Ha ipo3Banue «baba flra» Tak cpearnpoBai, TO PO Apyrue cKa-
304HbIE MTPE/ICTABJICHUS JIy4llle He 3auKaThes. JIAmHeb yero JuinHee, cam Toro He 3Hasi. bada fIra
B CKa3Kax-TO CTpalllHasi Ja BpeAHasl MOYTH BCEraa, XOTs MCKIoueHus ObiBaioT. A BatoH e€ To
yBaxaer, To i 6outcs. Het, Henb3s1 eMy CKa3KY Hallli pacCKa3blBaTh.

— Cuuraii, HIYEro He 3Halw, — roBopio. — Pacckaxu syure Tol. Thl ¢ HEW 3HAKOM.

— Henpocto 310. BRICTPO /12 KOPOTKO HE PACCKaXKEellb.

— Tsl camoe r1aBHOE, — TOA0AIPUBAIO 5.

— {ra, mouuraii, Xx03s1iiKa BCero TEMHOTO jieca. A TEMHBIN Jiec — BepxHuid Mup HaBu, Ha camon
rpanwutie ¢ fIBbio. Ha Buji TeMHOMeche oTpakeHreM SIBH BBIMISANUT, CO CBOMMU OCOOEHHOCTSIMU, CAMO
coboit. ITog mpucMoTpom cBoero otiia fAra B BepxHem mupe HaBu Bce yronku oonazana u B SIBb
HaBe/IbIBAJIACh HEPEKO U TaKyIO CHITY M BJIACTh 0Opesia, 4To He YacTo KoMy JocTyrnHo. Hayuwack oHa
Me:xay HaBblo 1 SIBbIO XOOUTh, 1a U APYTUM JBEPb OTKPBITh MOKET, €CJIM 3aX04EeT, KOHEUHO. OTTOro 1
B $IBM €€ HEIUIOXO 3HAIOT, TO TaM BCTPETAT, TO TYT. KOMy KO3HM CTpOUT, a KOMY ¥ rtoMoraet. [ToHaTh
€€ 3aMBbICI/Ibl MAJIO KOMY T10 CHJIaM, a 3aMBICJIbl €€ TIOPOM Ha MHOTO CTOJIETUI BIIEPEN TPOCTHUPAIOTCSI.
dAry u B apyrux yactsax Haeu u B fBM mobGamBaiotcs u He 6e3 ocHoBaHMU. [la TOnbKO e€ Kpome
MIPUTPAHUYbsl HUYETro He MHTepecyeT. B cxBaTku U ccopbl Mexly OOraMu OHa He BMEIIMBAETCs, a
MOKa OHa B TEMHOM Jiecy, €€ U U3 OOTOB He BCSIKUU OJIOJIeTh CyMeeT.

— a-a-a, — TAHY £, — 3BYYMT BHYLIMTENBHO. — M Cpa3y KJIOHIO B MHTEPECHYIO MHE CTOPOHY: — A
YTO Thl HACUET 1BepU Mexay Hasbio u SIBbio roBopui1? Beixoour, fra MoxeT MeHs I0MOil BEpHYTb?

— Homoii, He 3Ha10. [1e on TBOM 10M-TO? Cam-To 3Haenb? A B SIBb mpoBectu Moxet. Eciu
3axouert. — [locieaHioo (pa3y oH 0co0O0 BbIIEIHIL

— A 3axouer?

— I, — u3nan HeonpenenEHHbIN 3ByK KOT, — MHE TO HeBeoMo. Cam cripocutiib. — Kot ors-
HYJICSI HAa MeHs1 1 fo0aBwit: — Ecnu He meperymaents.

— He nepeaymato, — ToBOpIO 51 yBEPEHHO, @ BHYTPU YEPBAUYOK COMHEHUS yxke IIeBenuTcs. — 5
nomoit xouy. Kakue Moryt ObITh COMHEHUS?

— MHorpa Te caM He 3Haelllb, Yero, B CYIIHOCTH, XOuelllb. flra Beb He MoIapoK Tede crenaer.
Ona cBom aena pemaet. MoxeT oTnpaBuTh TeOs Ha 3aaHue. [0TOB Thl K OABUramM?

— K kakum nogsuram? He rotoB s K nogBuram, — BO3MYTHICS s1. — §l UTO, Ha repost MOX0x ?

— He noxox, — B3AOXHYJI KOT.

— BoT 1 5 rOBOpIO — HE TIOXOK.

— Torga yero Tebe TpscTUCh paHbllle BpeMeHu? fAra monei yyer, cpasy BUAWT, KTO HAa UTO
rogeH. Mném, MBaH, Heroxe 3acTaBiiATh ceOs KIATh.
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I'maBa 6

OcTaJIbHOM Ty Th MBI TIPOJIENIAJIN, OOMEHUBASCh JIMIIIL KOPOTKMMHU MaJIO3HAYAIIIUMU (hpa3amH.
BatoH, CTOBHO BBISICHHII, UTO XOTeJI, U MepecTall IOHUMaTh MeHsl pasroBopaMu. Ha Mou ke Bonmpochkl
OTBEYaJI KOPOTKO U OJJHOCIIOKHO, a TO U BoBce oTMamunBaiicsl. Hy, 51 He cran HaBsizbiBaThes. UaTy,
BOIIPEKU CJIOBAM KOTa, OKa3aJioCh JOBOJIBHO AAJIEKO. DTO OHU TYT MPUBBIYHBIE IO JIeCaM CKaKaTh,
IUTSl HUX CEMb BEPCT He KPIOK. A 51 Ha TaKHe PacCTOsSHUS BCE OOJIbIIIe Ha aBTOTPAHCIIOpTe, B Kpaii-
HEM CJlydae, Ha BeJIOCHIIeie. A eCTi TPOCTO MOTOBOPUTH, MOJKHO IO Tesie(DOHY MO3BOHUTH. BooOie
HUKYZa UATU He HYKXHO. [ e ke Thl, Moii Tenedonunk ? f1, Koraa Kynarbcesi ¢ IpYy3bsIMU XOXKY, OOBIYHO
MOOWJIBHUK JIoMa OcTaBJisio. [la Beb 37ech HaBepHsIKa MOOWIbHBIN padoTaTh He Oyner. Ecimu 6 s
TOJIBKO CI0/Ia TOTIAJT CTPAHHBIM 00pa30M, TO 51 OBl €€ Ha COTOBYIO CBSI3b HAJIESJICS, HO TIOCJIe TOTO, KaK
C TOBOPSIIIIMM KOTOM MO3HAKOMUJICS, Cpa3y MOHSLI, YTO €CTh TeJe(hOH, UTO HETY — HUKAKOW Pa3HUIIBL.

Kort, koHe4uHO, MeHS OTBJIEK OT IPYCTHBIX MBICJIEH, HO BOT TeTlepb OH MOYUT, U 5 OMSTh ceOsl
HakpyuuBaTh ctail. [lonan g kak Kyp B ouui. YTo-To BOKPYT MPOUCXOIUT, MUP C yMa COIIEN, a s
HUYEro W3MEHUTh He Mory. Wiy, Kyaa BenyT, ienao, 9To CKakyT, a JaJiblle TOJIbKO Xyxe OyneT. Bot
ceriuac emg SIre uto-HUOY/b JIATHY, U am0a, KoHell MHe. KOT MeHsI opa3uii CBOMM TIPEBpaIlieHUEM.
[Nopasw u Hamyrai Ao Apoxu. A oH npo 0aly fAry Takoe pacckasbBaeT, BUAHO BBICOKO €€ CTAaBUT.
V3K ecJIi OH TaKOM CTpax HaroHsieT, TO Ha uTo xke fra ciocoOHa? CTpariHo npejictaButh. BoT Beimasa
JKe JIOJIS C HEUUCTOM CUJION O0LAThCA.

Ona! Kaxercs, IpUIUIbLIN.

Kor Bbiiienn Ha HEOOIBIITYIO MOJSIHKY M OCTAaHOBHWIICS, OTJISIBIBASICh HA MeHS. §l Toxke ocTaHo-
BUJICA B 3amelnarenbcte. Hy a vero s oxungan yBuaets? PoBHO mocpeny MoJsiHbL CTOsUIA AePEBsH-
Has, IpsIXJiasi Ha BUJI, CJIerKa MoKocuBIIasicst u30yika. Ho crosiia oHa He 3emiie, Kak OOBIYHBIC Jiepe-
BEHCKHE JIOMa, a Ha YETHIPEX CIIMJICHHBIX HA OTHOM BBICOTE CTBOJIAX TOJICTBIX IEPEBBEB C Y3JI0BATHIMU
KOPHSIMH, TOPYABIIIMMHU B pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. HU 1aTh HY B34Th N30YyIIKA HA KyphUX HOrax. BoT Tak B
CKa3KW ¥ moBepuilib. M30ymika Ha KypbuX HOKKaX BO3BBIIIAJIACH BEChbMa CYIIIECTBEHHO, METpa JIBa,
MOXaJyH, OT 3eMJIU, U C 3TOW CTOPOHBI HA OKHA, HU JIBEPU s HE 3aMeTWJI. S CTOsuI, pa3suHyB pOT, U
KOT MeawI. To i Haciaxaancs Mpou3BeAEHHBIM Ha MeHs 3(peKToM, TO JIM KA Yero-To, nepe-
CTyMaJ C JIarbl Ha Jiary.

Hy u? Yero mb1 xkném? I'ne xe xossiika? U rae Bxoa BooOie? C mpoTUBONONIOKHON CTOPOHBI?
Kak tam B ckaskax nonoxeHo? K necy 3amgom, ko mae niepeiom? [Torpodyio.

— N36yika, n30yIKa, CTaHb. .. — HA4al s, HO JOTOBOPUTh HE YCIIEI.

Kot uépHoii MoITHHEl METHYJICS KO MHE Ha TPY/Ib, JIETKO COMJI MeHsI ¢ HOT. S pe®osIbHO Imapax-
HYJICSI CIIMHOM O 3€MJTI0 U HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I He MOT B3[IOXHYTb, JIMIIIb pazeBai poT. Kot Tonrancs y
MEH$ Ha I'py[iy, IPUKAMasi MEHS K 3eMJIe BCEMU YEThIPbM$ J1allaMu, U cepauTo mmmnes. OH okazaics
HEOXHUIAHHO TSXKEBIM, U IbIXaHUE HUKAK HE 5KEeJIaJI0 BOCCTAHABJIMBATHCS.

— Cne3b ¢ MeHs, — OMy3aayIeHO MPOXPHUIIEN 51, — MOKATYHCTA.

OH CBepKHYJI IJIa3aMU U CIPBITHYJ Ha 3eMiTio. Sl MoTép ymmOIeHHY0 U OTTONTAaHHYI0 KOTOM
IPyIb U HEJIOBKO CeJl.

— Y10 3710 OBUIO? — KAJIOOHO MPOMAMIIUI 5. — UTO Ha TeOst HauIo?

— 9710 4TO Ha TeOs HawIo?! — KOT OB 301, 1O BCeMY BUIHO. — YTO ThI TBOpUIIL? Slitiep Teds
pasnepu!

Ha uro s Takoro caenan-to? Yro ero tak B30ecmino? Beero-to XoTen cKa3ky MpoOlUTHPOBATh.
EpyHaa — TOJIbKO HECKOJIBKO CJIOB.

— 4 mpocTo XxoTen cKkazarh, YTO B TAKMX CIIy4asix BCErja rOBOPST, — CTaJI OMPaBAbIBATHCS . —
N36ymka, n30yIika. .. THXo, TUXO, 51 OobIie He Oyny. Eciu TeGe He HpaBUTCS, 5 JTydllle IIOMOJTYY.

— Jlydrie noMomyaTh, KOrja He MOHUMaelllb, YTO TOBOPHUIIIb.

23



A. ®. Kamenenkuii. «KaauHoB MOCT»

— Hy Tak o0bsichu! — s Toxe paszosmmics. Ha rpyau cunsk Oyner! OmpnosHauHo. Bpone kor,
Kak KOT, a Kak Bpe3aJ, Oyaro TapaHom. [Ipocto cka3zatb He Mor? Heuncrs!

— «K necy 3a10M, K0 MHE epeJoM» — TaK Thl XOTEJ CKa3aTh?

— Hy, — xuBHyn 4. — Tak Beqp 1071:KHO roBoputhesi? Passe Het?

— A 4TO 3TO 3HAUUT, NO-TBOEeMY? Jlj1s1 yero roBopurcs?

— Tak Bc€ *ke 5ICHO, — YOUMBIISIIOCh, — YTOOBI M30YIIIKA MOBEPHYJIACh KO MHE BXOZIOM, a K JIecy,
COOTBETCTBEHHO, 3a/I0M.

— A 0 KakoMm Jiece peub UAET? — KOT CIpaIlMBaJl C TAKUM BBIPKEHHEM, CIIOBHO OOIIAJICS C
HEJIOyMKOM.

— Jla otkyna g 3Hato! — Bo3myTuJics 5. — Jlec u jec.

— Jlec u nec, — nepenpasuui oH. — Jlec 31ech nmomuHaercsi Tojabko oguH! Teémublii jiec! — oH
MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM TMOKa3bIBasl Ha JIepeBbs Kpyrom. — S sxe Tede roopu, uto fAra BueBHa yacTeHbKO
B SIBb HaBenpIBaeTcs. Tak BOT K Jiecy 3a10M, K Tebe nepeom, eciu Thl coOpasics u3 fIBu B Hasb, B
TEMHBIN Jiec. B SIBu BOIIEN, B TEMHOM JieCy BBIIIIEN.

— IloHsATHO, — MPOOOPMOTAJ 1, XOTSI 10 KOHIIA eIIE He TIOHUMAJT.

— Huuero tebe He MOHATHO, — OypKHYJ KOT. — YUTO THI XOTes ¢ u30yIIKoi cienars? 31aech
KPYroM TEMHBIH JIEC U CTIEPEIU, U C3a1. 3/1eCh COBCEM Jipyrasi hopmyJia, €€ Majio KTO 3HaeT.

— A kakas?

— Tak 51 Tebe u ckaza.

S Tonmpko coOpasics OTBETUTh KOTY KaKOW-HUOYAb JIEp30CThiO, HO HE ycren. MeHs mepeOu
YUCTBIA MEJOJUYHBIN KEHCKU TOJIOC.

— He ccopprech, Manbuukuy.

Sl monICKOUMII OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH, 00epHYJIcs. Bo3sie n30yIIKy CTOsIa JKEHIUHA B JIMHHOM,
70 3eMJIH, capadaHe: MpocToM, 6e3 JIMIITHUX YKpaleHuid. Moiooe mpusTHOE U0 B 0OpaMIICHUN
npsigerd TEMHO-PYCHIX BOJIOC, BBIOMBABIIMXCS M3-TIOJ TOBSI3aHHOTO Ha royioBy riaTka. OHa Oblia
BBICOKA M CTPOWHA, Ha e€ rydax TaHIeBasa JIETKasi, eJBa 3aMeTHasl yJIbIOKa, a I1a3a paccMaTpUBaJIH
MeHS1 YMHBIM, BHUMATEIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— 3apackre, — cKazai s pactepsHHO. Jto emé kTto? Kakas-to nomornnauna Aru? Vnu ren-
Huna? TpynHO ey, HaBepHOe, TYT, B TEMHOM Jiecy. Mojioasi U KpacuBasi, U yMHasl, IOXOXe, BOH
KakoW B3IJIsi/l BHUMATeJbHBIN, llenkuid. Mapbs Wckycuunia? Bacumuca [pemynpas?

— 3napaBcTByi, MIBaH. — mpon3Hec1a OHA CBOMM MY3bIKaJIbHBIM TOJIOCOM.

VX, Te1! § Bpoze He npeacTaBuiICs €lIE, a OHa yxke 1o uMeHu kimder. Otkyna 3Haer? TouHo,
Bacunuca IIpemynpas.

— INo3nakombces, MiBaH, — Bo3BecTr1 KOT. — [lepen ToOO¥ noBenmmTeIbHUIIA TEMHOTO Jieca fra
BuesHa.

He nonsn! § uyTh He 3aCTBLI C OTKPBHITHIM PTOM, HO CAEP:KaJICSl, BCIOMHUB ITpUinuus. Bot ata
BOT MOJIOZIasl KpacuBasi skeHIIrMHa — 310 bada fAra?! Onu Hano muoit u3neBaotcs?! He Bepio!

Kot mesxmy Tem mofiomen K Xo3siiKe 1 CTall, Kak caMblii OOBIYHBIN KOT, TEPEThCS TOJIOBOM O eé
Horu. OHa 4yTh npucesia U noriaguia baioHa 1o rojgose, oH Aaxe NpUBCTAJ, MOJACTaBIIAA MO PYKY
3aThUIOK, 3aMYpJIBIKAJI, 3aypyal FPOMKO, Ha BCIO MOJISAHY. I cMOTpes Ha 3TO JEUCTBO BO BCe I1a3a.
d-to nyman, on Ary Goutcs, o HEOOXOAUMOCTH CITYKHT, a OH, BBIXOUT, B HEH qymu He yaeT. Ho ¢
Takoi SIroii oOImarkCs, JOMKHO ObITh, MPUATHO. Heyxkenn ckazka — Joxkb? YK He 3Hal0, eCTh B Heil
HAMEK M YPOK 0OpY MOJIOJILY WJIM HET, HO Ha MpaBy coBceM He moxoske. M 31o Mopok? Mupax?
JlypAT MeHs, a 1 BeLyCh.

— Buky s, VIBaH, Tl MeHs Apyroi npeacTaBysi?

— Jlonu Besikoe OonTaloT.

— Jla u 51 He Bceryia OMMHAKOBast, — YJIBIOHYJIAch $Ira, — Kakablii MEeHsI TI0-CBOEMY BUJIUT.

— 70 Kak Tak?
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— O, MHOTHE JIIOIU BUJAT TO, YTO XOTAT BUAETD, PEabHOCTh UM MPOCTO HEAOCTYIHA. A B MHBIX
Cllyyasix ¥ 1 MOT'y TOJIOBY 3aMOPOYHTb.

— He comHeBaroch, — KUBalo 4.

Bor nns yero ona sto rooput? Ilyraer mensn? Hamekaer Ha 4TO-TO WM npoBepsieT MeHs?
TOJBKO 51 MOAMBUIICS, YTO OHA HE CTApyXa YPOMJIMBASI C KOCTSIHOM HOTOM, 2 OHa TOBOPUT, YTO JTIOOOMY
rojioBy 3amopouut. Kak 3to nonumars? YUro oHa MHe ronoBy Mopouut? Miam 4to OHa MHE Cek-
per noBepsieT? Y MeHsl CKOpO rojioBa JIOMHET OT 3arafjok. TOJbKO-TOJMBKO MOLYMAaelllb, YTO MOHSII
XOTh UyTh-UyTh, KaK Jaxke 3Ta MAJIOCTh IEPEBOPAUMBACTCS KBEPXY HOramu. SIra BIpYT OIJIsSHYJach
Y TIOCMOTpeNa BJAJIb HA TOPU3OHT. S TOXe 0OpaTuiI BHUMaHKME Ha MaJIeHbKOE OJMHOKOE OOJNAuKO
MOYTH HA HAJl BEPXYIIKAMU JICPEBbEB.

— 4 nymato, Ham OyzieT ynoOHee pa3roBapuBaTth B JIOME.

fIra ckazana 310 0€3 TEHM BOJHEHMS], CJIOBHO TOJCPKUBAs BEKJIMBBI PasroBOp, HO 51 HE
COMHEBAJICS, YTO MPUIUHON TAKOTO CKOPOTO MPUIJIAIIEHUsT ObLIIO UMEHHO 3TO CUPOTJIMBOE 00JIaKo B
cuHeM JieTHeM Hebe. S He ObLT yBepeH, UTo B 3TOM NOKOCHBIIEHCs Xxudape 6e3 OKoH OyneT KomgopT-
Hee, YeM Ha CBEXeM BO3/IyXe, HO €C/IM el TaK XO4eTcs1, TO modemy Obl HeT. Kakoil cMBICT CriopuTh?
Emg 651 onpenenuthbes, Kak Tyaa Mornactb. BRICOKO Belb HA KyphbUX HOXKKAxX-To. [1e KPbUIBIIO, TIe
JBEpb?

fIra He MoIIEBeNNIa U NAJIBIIEM, HUYETO HE CKa3ajla, KaKeTcs, 1axke IJ1a30M He MOPrHyJa, HO
Ha cTeHe M30YIIKK NOSBUJIACh IBEPb, @ OT HeE BHU3 JI0 3MJIM BEJIM CTYTNIEHBbKU. fl He 3aMeTHJT HUKa-
KHX BHEIITHUX NIPU3HAKOB KOJJIOBCTBA. BCE OBUIO COBCEM HE Tak Kak ¢ mpeoOpaxeHueM Kota. [IBepb
MPOCTO MOSIBMJIACh. BOT TOJBKO uTO €€ He ObLIo, a Tenepb ecTb. U crynenbku! S BApyr oOHApy)WMI,
YTO BUXKY He TPOCTO JiecTHHIY. CTYNEeHbKY ObUIM CAMBIMHU OOBIYHBIMU JIOIIEYKAMU, CTAPBIMU, UCTEP-
TBHIMU 1 HIEJSICTHIMU, HO OHH IIPOCTO BHUCEJH B BO3yXe. TO €CTh JIECTHHIIA COCTOSIIA U3 OTHUX TOJIBKO
CTYyIIeHEeK, HM K YeMy He KpenuBIIMXxcs. fAra caenana mpumiamaonyi KecT, epasi HOJHIACh MO0
JIECTHUIIE ¥ TPUTHYBIINCh, BOIIUIA B HU3KYIO Bepb. KOT BRIKMIAIONIE IIIs1/Ie]T Ha MEHSI CBOUMH KENTO-
3e1€HpIMU Tra3amu. Sl He 3actaBui ceOs KAaTh W yIpalMBaTh, OCTOPOXKHO, C ONMACKOW HACTYIHT
Ha MEPBYIO CTYNEHbKY, BUCAIIYI0O HM HA YTO HE OMUPAsiCh B HECKOJIBKUX CAHTHMETPAaX OT 3eMJIH.
CryneHbpka CKpUITHYJIAa, HO HE IIEJIOXHYJIach, CJIOBHO BO3YX IMOJ HeW ObUT TBEPIBIM, KaK KaMeEHb.
CTyneHbpKM Ka3aJIuch JIOBOJBHO IIMPOKMMHU, HO HE XBATAJIO MEPUJI, ¥ UITH OTTOrO ObLJIO HEJIOBKO,
s OTACaJICsl OCTYIUTHCS M CKATUTBCS TIO KPYTHIM CTyNeHbKaM BHU3. Ecnu ydecTs, 4To Beph Oblia
MeTpax B ABYX OT 3€MJIH, 3TO ObUIO ObI MPecKBepHBIM UHITMIeHTOM. Ho BCE obomutock. [IBeph okaza-
JIach Jake HUKe, YeM BBIIJIsIENIa C 3€MJIU, 51 HE BEJIMK POCTOM, HO MHE IPUIILIOCh IIPUTHYTh OJIOBY,
YTOOBI BOUTH BHYTPb.
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I'nasa 7

Sl BomEn u 3aMep oriAAbIBasACh. A morisaaer Obulo Ha uTo. IlopasuTenbHO, HO U3HYTPH
n30yIIKa OblTa 3aMeTHO OoJibllle, YeM cHapyxku. Kak Tak momyyanock, s gake 3aJyMbIBaThCs HE
xotes1. Kak 3neck Bc€ npoucxoaut? Camoe npoctoe 00bsICHEHUE, KOTOPOe HUYEro He OObsCHSET, —
marus. Kopoue, 310 Obl1a mpocTopHasi cBeTiasi KOMHATa, MOCPEMHE JIOMATHIA, HO POBHBIN, XOPOIIO
OCTPYTaHHBIH CTOJ, PsIZIOM JIaBKH. VIMenach M pycckast edka, YucTo BHIOEIeHHas! ¢ YEPHOM 3aCTIOH-
Koil. Bosze meyku Jexana cTornka ApoB, 5 C OMACKOW MOKOCWJICS Ha TOPHUJIO, KaXeTcsl, OTOHb He
rOpUT. 3HAUUT, ECJIU U CHENAT, TO HE cpa3y. XOTH, IVIAAA Ha YACTYI0 YXOXKEHHYI0 KOMHATy Y Ha Ipe-
KPacHYIO MOJIOZIYIO XO35IiKY, s1 HUKAK HE MOT YJepaTh B FOJIOBE MBICJIb O TOM, YTO OHA MOXKET KOro-
TO CbecTh. $1 BIUXMBA 3Ty HIEI0 B ceOs MPAaKTUYECKH CUION. Tak, Ha BCAKMIA Cydaid, YTOOBl HEe
paccnabnATbesl. A emieé st 3aMeTHI IBe 3aKphIThie ABepy. OCTaBajoch TOJBKO rafaTh, KyJa OHU MOTJIN
WJITH TIPH TOM, YTO M30YIIKa CHapyu OblUIa e[1Ba JI1 TPU Ha TPU METpa.

— IIpoxonu, VBaH, caguck K croiy, — fIra caenana npuIyIaliaiomni Kecrt.

Mo ObLT 3acTesieH TKaHBIM MOJIOBUKOM, 51 CKUHYJT IIIETNAHIIBI, CIEIaJl HECKOJIBKO IIaroB M Cell
Ha KpaellleK JIaBKU. fIra mpucTpousiach HAPOTUB, U KOT TYT e BCKOYMJI Ha JIaBKY PsIOM C HEH, cedl,
OOBUB JIaITbl XBOCTOM, CTaB TIOXOKMM Ha ETUIETCKYIO CTaTyITKY, M YCTaBIJICS HAa MEHs1, He MUrasl.

— Terniepb MBI MOXEM CITIOKOWHO TTOTOBOPHTH, — 000psiioNie yabiOHynack Sra. — EcTe-uth He
Ipejjiaraio, 3Halo, 4TO He XOYelllb.

— He xouy, — momorau 51 ronoBoii. A ecim Obl ¥ X0TedI, oTKazasics obl. Hy na, na! Ha npusbranyio
BceM 0aly SIry oHa He Moxoka, HO TeM Mojo3puTenbHee. Beé-taku Heuncras cuta. Yem oHa MOXeT
HakopMuTh? Myxomopamu? Cyriom u3 kadbeil uKpbl? YBosbTe!

— Pacckaxu Mue, MBaH, 4To ¢ TOOOM CITy4nIoch?

S B3noxHya. He ciuiikoM nmpusTHO BCIIOMUHATDB, HO, €CJIM OHA XOYET, PACCKaxky, KOHEUHO.
Uro MHe CKpbIBaTh?

— C gero HayaTh? — MOXKaJI s IIe4aMu. — MBI € ApY3bSIMH XOTEJIH. .. M-M-M. .. BBIHYKIEHbI ObLIN
cpe3arb nyTh. [lonnmaere, o uém 5?7 — SIra momva kuBHynIa. — M jopora nposerana yepes crapoe
KJagouine. — $1 3amoyal, BCHOMUHAsS MOAPOOHOCTH, HE 3HAsl HAa YTO B MEPBYIO OYepesib OOpaTUTh
BHUMaHMe. SIra BUIMMO YJIOBIJIa MOE 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO U MPHIILIA HA TOMOLIb.

— 9710 OBUIO JHEM MJIA HOYBIO?

— Beuepowm.
— TyT BakHa TOYHOCTB, — He 0OOpHIIa OHAa Moero oTeera. — Cesto s conHie?
— ... — pacrepsce 5. — 3aTPyIHAICH OTBETUTH HA 3TOT BOIPOC.

— Bp110 macmypHO, — NomnbITaach A0raaTbCsl OHA, YCIBIIIAB MOW HEONPEAEIEHHBIN OTBET.

— Jaxe xyxe! Pazpasunace crpaminas rpo3a. MoiHuu, rpom, KpoMeIHasi TbMma.

— Ara, — OHa KMBHYJIa, HO, KaXeTcsl, He Oblla yI0OBJIETBOPEHA.

Sra 3amymanach, pUKpBLIA I1a3a. S Morvas, He Xkenas NpepelBaTh €€ pa3MblluleHUH. Bapyr
OHA YTO-TO NPUIYMAET U MOMOXET MHE BEpHYTbcA. OHa 31€Ch X03AMKa M CIELMAINACT I10 CBA3U
Mexnay fBbio u HaBpio.

— Yero-To He XBaTaeT, He BUKY IOKa, — IMOKavdasia ronosou fAra. 1 Bapyr cnpocuia: — A Kakos
y TeOs1 ObUT HACTPO#A?

— Hacrpoii? — He cpasy cooOpasu 51, 0 4éM OHa CIIpaIlBaeT.

— Hy na. Hacrpoii. T 6611 Becen wiu 3017 PamoBasicst wim rpyctiii? BaskHO He TOJIBKO UTO
ObLIO CHApYkU, HO U UTO TBOPUJIOCH Y TeOs1 BHYTPH.

— Hy... — npotsnyn 5. Bot kak eii o0bsicHuth? Kakoe Tam pajoctHblil wnd rpyctabiii?! Hu
TOTO, HU Apyroro! § TpycriI OTYastHHO U AyMaJl TOJIBKO O TOM, Kak Obl MOOBICTpee BHIOPAThCS C 3TOTO
MPOKJIATOro Kiaaaduia. Ho npu3HaBaThCcsl B TPYCOCTH CTHIAHO. [Ipy3bst — JIaIHO, OHU BCE MPO MEHS
3HAIOT, 1 OHU MOM JIpY3bs, @ TYT IOCTOPOHHUY YEJIOBEK, Aa €IIE U KeHIIMHA. [la, 1 He omnJach
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XpadpocThio, CKopee, HA00OPOT, HO ITO XKe He O3HAYAET, UTO 51 00 3TOM JOJIKEH KPUYaTh Ha KAKIOM
YIJIy ¥ paccKa3blBaTh IEPBOMY BCTPEUHOMY.

— Te1 6601 Hayran?! — noraganack Sra.

Kak ona y3Hana? Mplciu YuTaeT, Win y MeHsi BC€ Ha Jiniie Harucano? Hazio ¢ Helt ObITh oocTo-
poXHeW. YMHasi KeHIIMHa 3ta 6aba dra.

— JI-na, — HEOXOTHO, C 3aIMHKOI MOATBEPAWI 51 U TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOM HIEKH 3aIlbLIAJIN.
Hukorna He qymai, uro Oyay KpacHeTb, MpU3HaBasich B cBoel Tpycoctr. OHa kJ1aia MmogipoOHOCTeH,
U s1 BBIIAAIT: — $1 ObLT TipocTo B ykace! He nmo06mo kianoui. A TyT TEMHOTHIIA, MOJTHUM CBEPKAIOT,
I'POM I'PEMUT, MOTUJIKM KPYT'OM, ¥ HUKOTO PSI/IOM.

— Ara, — BHOBb cKazana dra. — fIcHo.

— IIpruém TyT Mo cTpax? — s ObUT HEIOBOJIEH TEM, YTO MHE MPHUIILJIOCh TPHITIOAHO OOHAXKATh
CBOM YyBCTBA, U TOBOPUJI UyTh BBI3BIBAIOIIE, TIOBBIIIEHHBIM TOHOM. — M1 4TO BaM sicHO?

— Bel, cMepTHBIE, OUeHD IJI0XO0 3HAETE MUP, B KOTOPOM JKMBETE, — CKa3ala OHa, CKOpEee, C CoKa-
JIEHUEM, YEM C YIIPEKOM.

— Tak oObsicHUTE, — 51 HE YCIIOKOWJICS ¥ ObLI rpyOoBar.

— BbI HasbiBaeTe cBOM MHp — fIBb, — OHA UyTb-4yThb yCMEXHYJach. — JlJi1 Bac OH CIIMIIKOM
SIBHBIY, CJIUIIIKOM BUJIMMBIIA U HAJIAAHBIA. OT 3TOTO BBl HE BUIUTE U HE XOTUTE BUIETh U 3aMevarh,
YTO BOKPYT BAaC MHOKECTBO HEBU/IMMBIX UJIM IOYTH HEBUAMMBIX CYILECTB U siBIeHUNA. Bbl nymaere,
YTO BCSKHME IyXHU WIM AYIIM YMEPIIUX YXOoIAT B Apyroi mup? Bel nymaere, uro fABb u HaBb — 310
paszHbie Mupbi? 10 He Tak. HaBbimymeiBamm ckazok! Mom, Ceapor’ ¢ YepHoOorom® mup aeimwim u
nponaxanu 6opo3ny nocpenu fBu, u mo Toit 6opos3zae motekaa peka CMOponuHa, M pa3iesuioch
npasnenve Hasu u Ilpasu®. HaBb, Mo, Mup nonsemusiid, a [IpaBb — HeOecHblid. Be€ Tak u He Tak
OfHOBpeMeHHO. Bot Tbl 31ech 1 CMOPOIMHY MOXeIllb YBUJETh, BPOIE U €CTh OHA. DTO OTTOIO, UTO
THI 7K€ MEpeLEN TpaHuIy. A MOKa Thl TOJIBKO SIBbIO KUBEIIb, TPaHb TOJBKO B TBOMX JyMaXx U Jejax.
Mup enun u HegeauM. OH MPOCTO cllokHee, yeM Bbl Ipeacrasisiere. 1 HaBb He HaxoauTcs psaaom ¢
SIBbI0 IOPOrOM OTIENIEHHAS], MUPBI IPOHU3BIBAIOT APYT APYra U HEPA3JEeIbHO CIUTHI OAVH C JPYTUM.
ITO JUUIb pa3Hble COCTOSIHUS OIHOW PEaIbHOCTH.

S 3amymaiicst 1oBosIbHO Hazoro. He 3Hal0, Kak Halm Mpeaku, KOTopble Bepuin B 6a0y Ary,
Koiues 1 npouyio HeUnCTh, HO Y MEHS €€ CJI0Ba HE BBI3BIBAIM HUKAKOIO OTTOp)keHUs. [a, B Mupe,
KpOM€ BUIMMBIX BEILEH, OJHO U HEBUIUMBIX. I 1axke He FOBOPIO O BCSKUX TaM JyXaxX WA YEM-TO
TAKOM HEBEJJOMOM, HO Jja’ke HayKa FOBOPUT 00 SHEPrusix U sHepreTuyeckux nojisx. Ho ects monw,
KOTOpbIE U B IyXOB BEpST, M B TEJIETIATUIO, K HE COBCEM O€30CHOBATEIbHO. $1 B 3TOM He pa3oupaioch.
Ho {ra yreepxnaer, uto HaBb u SIBb equHbl, Kak ke MOJIy4yaeTcs, 4yTo 3[ech BcE He Tak? BoH jec
Cepblil 1a TEMHBIIL, a BOKPYT MeHs 3eséHblii ? Y noueMy torga HUKTO B S1BM 9Ty camyio HaBb He BugutT?

Tak IpsAMO U CIPOCHIL:

— A oruero tak? Ilouemy moau HaBs Bokpyr He 3amedator? Eciu oHa fIBb poHU3BIBaET, €€
BCE BUJIETD JIOJKHBI.

— JlomkHBI, 1a He BUAST. Mup $SIBM — OH camblii TUTOTHBIH, CAMBII OIIY THMBIA, CAMBIN TPyOBIi.
A Mup HaBu — Mup JefCTBUS Pa3HBIX CHJI, TOHKMX CUJI, HEBUMMBIX OOBIYHOMY HETIOATOTOBJIEHHOMY
I71a3y, MUP, T/Ie pEaJIbHOCTBIO SIBJISIIOTCSI UyBCTBA M MBICJIM, HO OH CTOJIb K€ peasieH, Kak v fBb. Y mup
Boros — mup IlpaBu — 310 MUp Ujiei, BO3BBIILICHHBIX U a0CTPAKTHBIX, MUP BBICIINX O0KECTBEHHBIX
cui1. OH em€ Oosee TOHOK M HEYJIOBUM, HO OH PSIZIOM, U YeJIOBEK CIIOCOOeH Mo3HaTh U ero. Bam MHOTO
JA€Tcsl, HO C BAC MHOI'O U CIIPOCUTCS.

7 CBapor — y JpeBHUX ClIaBsiH OOr-TBOpell, MyXcKast urocrach Poza.
8 UYeproOor (4€pHBIN 3Meil) — y JPEeBHUX CIIaBsIH OOT HaBH, XO35IMH MOA3EMHOTO MpakKa.

? Ipassb — HeGecHoe cBeTIOE HapcTBO Goros. HaxseMHoOe 1apeTBo.
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— 41 He coBceM ysoBWI, — pacTepssHHO TpoOnest . Bor Tebe n bada fra, Heuncras cuia,
cenast ApeBHOCTh! 1 Gosbllie MONOBMHBI HE TIOHST U3 TOTO, YTO OHA TOBOPWUJIA. A Bellb s UeJIOBEK
COBPEMEHHBIH, BOCIIMTAHHBII HA HAYYHO-TEXHUYECKOM IpOrpecce.

— Hy, nocrapatocek nipoine, — SIra He ro3Bosiiia cede axke TeHW CHUCXOAUTEHOM YIIbIOKH. —
Moxenib 1 Tol yBUETh BeTep? TobKO MO €ro NOC/IeICTBUSIM, KOrJja I€PEBbsl KayaloTCsl U JIUCThS
JIETAT 10 BO3AYXY. A Bellb BETEp CYILECTBYET AaXe TaM, IJie HET HU JAEepPEBbEB, HU JIUCThEB. Jlionu
CJIMILIKOM COCPEJOTOYEHBI Ha A6HbIX Belllax. bosbllie Bcero oHM oymMaioT 0 JeHbrax, o efie, O BJIacTH,
00 YIOBOJILCTBUSIX, UM HEKOT/Ia [yMaTh HA O YEM MeHee s:6HoM. VIX BOJISI HalpaBJieHa Ha JOCTHKEHHUE
BCEX 3TUX MposiBieHu# fBu. OTTOro X I7a3a TepsioT BO3MOXKHOCTh BUIETh, YTO-TO IOMUMO S1BH,
MX yIM He criocoOHbI cbiiiath Hasb u ronoca BoroB. Ho Haep u IlpaBb HUKyna He Aench, OHU
311ech, OHU BO BcEéM. U kora nocnencteus cui mupa HaBu cTaHOBSATCS TAKMMU 3HAYUTEIBHBIMU, UTO
MX BUJIHO Aaxe B SIBM, Mooy yauBJs0TCA U Iyraiotcst. Cpady BCIOMUHAIOT PO Yyeca, KOIJOBCTBO
WJIM BOJTIO OOTOB.

— Heyxenu Bce moau tak? MoxHO 11 HayuuThest BUieTh Hasb?

— KoHeuHo, MOxHO. ECTb ke BOJIXBbI, KOTOPBIX MUD SIBU ITPUBJIEKAET MAJIO, 3aTO OHU HAIlPaB-
JISIIOT CBOIO BOJIIO, CBOM TIOMBICJIBI Ha ITO3HaHUe HeBUAMMOoro. OHu focturarot faxe [Ipasu u cipiuar
rojioca OOroB, a MHOTZIA U BCTPEYAlOTCsl ¢ HUMU. [la M OOBIYHBIE JTIO[M, KOT/IA MEPEecTaloT HATYKHO
AyMarth O SIBHBIX BEILlaX, CJIBIIIAT U BUAAT OTIOJIOCKM Apyrux MupoB. Hampumep, Bo cHe, korjga ux
0eCroKOMHBIN YM OT/IbIXaeT. TOBKO Yalie BCero OHM OTMAaXHMBAIOTCS OT TUX HAMEKOB, JTaXe He yCIe-
Basl BIyMaTbCsl B HUX.

— Hy, nomyctum, — kuBHy 51. He Bc€ MHe ObLJ10 TIOHATHO B €€ CJIOBax, HO pa30MpaThCsi AUMEHHO
ceifyac He XOTesIoch. MHe Obl JOMOU BEpHYThCS, BOT UYTO MEHsI BOJTHYeT. — M BCE-Taku 51 He MOHMMAI0
npy 9€M TyT Mot cTpax? Kak oH MmoBymsii Ha COOBITHS?

— Jla, KoHeuHo, — fra coracuniach JIerko, HO, KaXkeTcsl, OCTalach HEJOBOJIbHA MOEH TYIOCTBIO.
Bripouem, ToH e€ coxpaHuics abCcoMOTHO pOBHBIM. — $1 0ObsicHI0. Mup HaBu Tak ke HEOMHOPOJIEH,
Kak ¥ mup fBu. EcTh TO, 4TO BBI JIIOIW Ha3bIBaeTe JOOPOM U 3JI0M, €CTh ThMa M CBET, €CTh Xa0C U
nopsinok. Jlionu 1axe MHOTAA JaloT STOMY MHpY J1Ba pa3Hbix HazBaHus «HaBb» u «CrnaBb»''. HaBb
— 3TO MUP HEUYMCTOH CHJIBI, KOTOpasi BpeauT, a CiiaBb — MUP IPEAKOB, KOTOPbIE IOMOTAIOT JIIO/ISIM.
B nevictButensHocti Hab 1 CnaBb — eIUHBIIA MUP, HO CHJIBI B HEM JIEHCTBYIOT pa3Hble. OIHU CHITbI
CBETJIbIe, Ipyrre TEMHbIE, a €CTh U Te, KTO TJIe-TO MOCPEeIuHEe 1 KOJeOneTcsl Tyaa-croia.

— Ilonumato, — KUBHYI 5. — DTO, BPOJIE, MPOCTO.

— A BOT Kakue CHIbI Oy/yT BJMSTD HA )KU3Hb YEJIOBEKA, 3aBUCUT TOJIBKO OT Hero camoro. Ecin
MBICJIA YeJIOBEKA CBETJIBI, €CIIM OH CTOEK B CBOMX CBETJIBIX IOMBICIIAX, OH MPUBJIEKAET K ceOe CBETIIbIe
CUJIBL M CBETIIBIX AyXOB. TEMHBIE OeryT cBeTa, OH UX OOKHIaeT.

— A ecu MBICTIM TEMHBIE, TO MPHBJIEKaeT K cebe TéMHBIX ayxoB? Heuncryio crry?

— CyTb THI yOBUJI, — KUBHYJIA dra.

— A a? O yem TakoM IUIOXOM s Tymai? § HUKOMY 371a He KeJalo.

— He BcE Tak npsMoIuHENHO, — ofHUMU TyOaMu yiislOHynachk SIra. — Ctpax! Crpax u yxkac
— racutenu ceera. Haposa roBoput: «OT cTpaxa MOTEMHENO B I1azax». VIMEHHO ThMa HacTymaeT Ha
o0ysiHHOTO y:kacoM. Korja 4enoBek uCIyraH, CBET €ro QyIIU CIOBHO MPSYETCs TIIyOOKO BHYTPU U
BOKPYT HET0 Cpa3y HAacTyIaeT ThMa, KOTopasi PUBJIEKAET caMble TEMHbIE cUJIbl. M HeT 3aimuThl, Beib
3aIIUTON MOXET ObITh TOJIKO BHYTPEHHHI CBET.

— BoixoauT, Kaxplii pa3, Koraa st 00I0Ch 4Yero-To, BOKPYT MEHsI COOMPAIOTCs TEMHbBIE CUJTbI?

— Ia. Jlaxe eciu Thl O4€Hb XOPOIIHiA, CBET/IbIN YeJIOBEK, U BHYTPEHHUI CBET TBOW CUJIEH, €CITU
THI TIO3BOJISIENIb CTPaxy OBJAAETh TOOOM, TBOW CBET MEPKHET U TEMHbBIE CHJIBI HE PEMUHYT HaOpo-

10 CrnaBb — B HEKOTOPBIX TOJIKOBAHUAX pa3ae/IA0T HeBI/I)II/IMHﬁ MUDP AyXOB (HaBb) Ha J1Ba OTAEJIbHBIX LapCTBa. Hagp — MUp TEMHBIX
AYyXOB, HeyrcTon cuibl. CliaBb — MUDP JYXOB ITPEAKOB U HOKpOBHTeﬂeﬁ.
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cuThcs Ha TeOs1. HaBepHoe, Thl 3aMevalt, YTo BCe TEMHBIE CUJIBI IBITAIOTCS YeJloBeKa myrath. MM tak
MPOILE CIIOMUTD BCSIKOE COTPOTHUBIICHHE.

— Ho kak MOXHO OOPOTBCSI CO cTpaxoM? — s CKa3ajl 3TO CIMIIKOM Pe3KO co 371000u. — Jlerko
TOBOPUTDb «HE OOMCS», a KaK He 00AThCs, eciu cTpaiHo. W uto xe? BhIXoauT, eciu 51 He CIIMIIKOM
XpaOpslil, s Tiepe] BCIKON HEYUCThIO OeccuiieH?

— Pazngpaxkenue, kcratu, 3aTeMHSIET CBET BCETO JIMINIb YyTh MEHbIE CTpaxa, — 3ameTwia fra
B OTBET Ha MOIO PE3KOCTh. — A OOPOTHCS MOXKHO C JIIOOOH CTOPOHOM Xxapaktepa. Co cTpaxoM TOxe
MOXHO. BOpoThCst O cTpaxoM Hy:KHO 3HAHHUEM OecCMepTH s YeIoBeuecKor Aymu. YeaoBek, KOTOphbIit
JEVCTBUTEILHO YBEPEH, UTO ero AyIa OecCMepTHA U eIMHCTBEHHO BakHa, He Oy/eT O0SIThCs COObI-
THIA, KOTOPbIE MOTYT ITOBPENUTH TOJIBKO TesTy. Ero riaBHoM 3aqaueii OyaeT COXpaHsATh U MPEYyMHOXKATh
CBET JIyIIH U He JIOMYCKATh BCEro, YTO ITOMY CBETY BPeAUT. 3HaHKE U IOHUMAaHUE Peauii MUpa JAloT
OCHOBY J1J1s1 OOpPBOBI C CaMUM COOOIA.

— Vuenne — cer?!

— Ma. Ecnu yyenbe BepHOE.

Bo paér dra! 3nanue u nmoHuMaHue peanuii mupa?! 1o oHa mpo GeccMepTHYIO ayury? dmo
peanuu mupa? He cablman st 9To-T1o, 9TOObl HayKa OOHAPYKMIa OECCMEPTHYIO AYIIY.

— XoTtesnock Obl He TOJIBKO TyIIly COXPaHHUTh, HO U TEJO, — C BHI30BOM 3asiBUJI 5. — O Geccmeprt-
HOM Jy1iie Majio yTo u3BecTHo. EcTb i1 oHa? OTTy/a emié HUKTO He BO3BpaIaJICs.

— ThI 320bIBaEIIIb, C KEM ThI Pa3roBapuBacIiib! — BOBMYIIEHHO B3AbIOWT 1iepcTh batoH. — [Nepen
T000I1 cama $Ira BueBHa — xo3s1iika T€mHoro Jsieca! Eif i He 3HaTh 0 aymiax monackux?! — fAra yeno-
KauBaloIe MpUriaania KOTy mepctsb. TOT MPUKPBLT I71a3a OT YIOBOJIBCTBUS U YKe APYTUM, TOMHBIM
rojocom a00aBui: — [la ¥ Tl HE B TOM MecTe, YTOObI TaKue TIIyNnocTH roBopuTh. CaM-TO, HEOOCH,
BEPHYTHCS XOUEIllb, & TOBOPHUIIIh, HUIKTO HEe BO3BpAIIAJICS.

— Tak 51 kuB! — BOSMYTUJICA 5.

— Iloka, — 3aTsaHyn cBOE KOT. — [IoKa KuB.

Bort ke ran! UzneBaercs! A, BIipoyeMm, OH MPaB B OIHOM, TO, YTO CO MHOU MPOU3OIILIIO, HUKAKON
HayKoWl He oObsicHUINL. A yeM? Yem MOXHO 0OBsACHUTH? EcTh 0OBsICHEHUE, KOTOPOE HUYETo He
oObsicHsieT — Marus! A uto eme? PoKyc ¢ TUTAaHTCKUM KOTOM MOXHO BHYIIEHHEM OOBSICHUTH. A
TIOSIBJISIIONIMECS IBEPU U JIETAIOIIHE CTyIeHbKU? V1 KOMHATHI BHYTpH OOJIbIIIE, YeM CHapyxXu?

— JlagHo, myckai 6eccMepTHast Iyl CYIIECTBYET, — CAAJCsA 5. — TYT Bbl CIEIIUAIUCTHI, TIOBEPIO
BaM Ha CJIOBO. — Ul MCTUTEIBHO JOOaBWII, CIeIUaIbHO oOpamasch K koty: — [Toka! [Toka nosepio. —
S1 B3MOXHYJI, BhIAEPKAI TTay3y. — 3HAUUT, TaM Ha KJIQJOUIIIE. . .

— Tam Ha KJ1aadUIIE CIOKUIOCH CIUIIIKOM MHOTO Pa3HBIX TPUYMH. — flra MpOIO/IKMIIa Kak HU B
4yéM He ObIBaJIO, CJIOBHO He ObLIO MOEH nepenaiky ¢ KoroM. — HouHoe Bpemsi, He CIIMIIIKOM XOpoliiee
MeCTO, MOJTHUM — Motllb [lepyHOBa 1 TBOH cTpax. DTO MO3BOJMIO HEKUM CHJIAM TEPEeHeCTH TeOs
ciona. [Tpsimo ckaxy, coObITHE He3aypsaHoe. 3/1ech He 000MUIOCh 6e3 BMEIaTeIbCTBA BBICOKUX CHIL

B 3TOT MOMEHT, YTO-TO 3allIypIIaJIO MO KPHIIIIE U MO CTeHaM U30YIIKU. §1 orissHyICs. 3a OKHOM
MOTEMHEJIO, & Ha CTeKJIe CHApykU MOONECKUBAIN CTPyH JMBHA. KOT gaxe He meIoXHyJCs, BHOBb
n300paxas CTaTyd3TKy, a $Ira Bcrasa, Mojionuia K OKOIIKY U He TSI 3a1EpHY/Ia 3aHABECKU.

— MHe kaxercs1, — fra BepHy/nach Ha CBOE MECTO M MPOIOIKUIIA Pa3rOBOP, CJIOBHO U HE BCTa-
Bajia, — OYeHb BhICOKME cuJibl. [lepyH!!, camo coboii. D10 oyeBUAHO. TONBKO OH MOT ¥ HEBOJIBHO,
cam Toro He Bejiasi. He OyjieM moka ero ciojia mpuMenmBarh. A 4yio 51, cama MopaHa roy4acTBoBaJia
B 9TOM JIeJiE.

Mopana, Mopana! Kto 310?! Ckonbko yxke cipiman. Kot ckazan — 6orus cmeptu? Ho s-To
*uB! Xe-xe, MOKa, Kak CKaxeT ToT ke KoT. Ha moii B3msn — coBceM He cmeriHo. MTak, kK MmoeMy
NepeMeIeHUIO TIPUIIokIIa pyKy Oorunst Mopana. Hayo ke! Boruns! Onu TyT, KaxkeTcs:, Goram mpu-

" Mepyn — y mpeBHnx ciiaBsit 60T rpO3bI M BOMHCKO# APy KHHBI.
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AaioT OOJIBIIOE 3HAUSHKE. DTO BaM He CyeBepH sl KaKue-TO, OHM TOYHO 3HAI0T. BeTpeuyanuics, HaBepHO?
SAra-To y’ HECOMHEHHO.

— K10 oHa, 312 Mopana? 3aueMm s eil HyxeH?

— BoruHs moToii 3uMBbl, YEPHON HOUM U CMEPTH. A 3a4eM HyKeH, 51 TeOe He CKaxy — He 3Haio. [la
Y OHA JI TOMY BUHOH WJIM HET, TOJIBKO rajath Mory. S JIMIIb BUKY CJIebl CUJIbI SIBJIEHHOM, HO CJIe/IbI
OsenHble, eaBa 3aMeTHble. Beuto BMeniaTeancTso. To4HO OBLUIO. A BOT KTO BMEIIAJICH, JOIIOMIMHHO
HE OMpeIeNIo.

— Ecnm BuguTe, Kak BCE TIPOM3OIILIO, — 3aropesics s Haaeka0u. — MoxeTe oOpaTHO BEepHYTh?
Beck nporiecc B 00paTHOM Topsiake?

— He Bce nporieccet 06paTmsl, — $Ira mokayasa rojioBOw.

— Iyctp Tak. He Hago Bech mporecc. [Ipocto BepHYTh MeHsI 0OpaTHO MOKHO? — MOW TOJIOC
MpeaTesIbCKu JPOTrHYII.

— BepHyTb 00paTHO Kyna?

— oMo, pazymeercsi!

— Kyna sto, nomoii? — rpyctHo yibiOHynack fAra. — [ne tBoit nom? Thl 3Haems? S cMoTpio
Ha TeOs1 1 BIKY B TeOe HeuTo He3HakoMmoe. $1 He TOHMMalo, KTO Thl M OTKYJa B3suics. Ha oOpraHOrO
YyeJIOBeKa U3-3a IPaHullbl, U3 SIBU, Tl He MOX0XK. Buaare, ABb TBOsI OT Hallel pa3HUTCS.

— Hy xoTb B SIBb BepHYThCS, TaM pa30epych, — B OTYASTHHE BT S1.

— SIBb Hama TeGe oropoil He Oyzer, ecnu Thl caM He u3MeHuIbes. Cebsi OoneTh TOMKEH U
BEJIMKOTO 3Mesl TOOOPOTh, TOJIBKO TOrJa MYTh JOMOM OTHIIIEIIb.

Bor te Ha! To nmo-HayyHOMY rOBOpHJIa, CJIOBHO CTPAaHMITy yUeOHHKA YATAIIA, & HOHE BEIaeT aKH
Baba {ra — ckazounslii nepconax. Hy, u koraa oHa Hactosimiasi? XoTs. .. pa3Hble CUTyalluy TpeOyIoT
Pa3HBIX MOIXO/IOB.

— ITO KaKOro TaKOro BEJIMKOIo 3Mesl s IOJKEH OJ1071eTh? — OMHTepecoBaics s ¢ onackoi. Hy
KaK CKaXeT, YTO MHe HaJl0 cpaxaTbcs co 3MeeM ['opbiabuem?! Tosbko 3T0ro MHe He XBatajo. Toxe
MHE, HaIlLTi OoraThips!

— Hapneroch, Thl caM NOMMEIIb, KOT/Ia MIPUIET BpeMsi, — YKIOHYMBO OTBeTH A Sra.

— Ara, — 51 6b11 03a/1a9eH. OTIMYHBIN OTBET. A, TJIaBHOE, HU K YeMy He 00si3biBaeT. [lotom cka-
KeT: «51 ke Tedst mpeynpeskaana, a Tbl HIYero He MoHsLT». Uylo, cripammBaTh Oecrioyie3Ho, pa3 cpasy
HE CKa3aJja, 3HAYUT, U He CKaxxeT. MoIHas keHuHa. B cMbiciie Xxapaktepa. A ¢ IepBoro B3risijga u
HE CKaKelllb — XPyIKasi, CIIOKOWHas1, cuMriatTiuyHas. Jlaxke HeJloBKO e€ 6aboii SIroil Ha3hiBaTh, MyCTh
1 TOJIBKO TIpo ceOst. [TorpoOoBath e€ yaomars?

— OrtnpaBbTe MeHs B SIBb, MOXKaTYyICTa, TaM s caM KaK-HUOYIb.

— Her, moka s1 cama He pa3oOpaach, st TeOs1 HUKY/Ja He OTIPABIIIO.

— U 4t0 )e mHe nenath? CuieTh U KJaTh, MOKa BBl pa3doeperech?

— He nyummee gemno — xaars. Cocity kUil MHe CITyk0y?

— Cnyx06y? Kakyio ciyx0y?

Hy Bort, naunnaercs! [loiiau Tyna, He 3Hal0 Kyza, IPUHECH TO, HE 3HAIO YTO. Sl Tak U 3HaJI, 4TO
6e3 aToro He o0oiaETcsl. OHM MeHsI TOUHO 3a Oorateipst npuHUMaloT? Vnu, ckopee Bcero, 3a MiBaHa-
nypaka! Kak ectb, 3a nypaka aepxar! Bona! Huuero He 3Hato, HU4ero He Bejiaio, IoMO4Yb HUYEM He
MOTY, a COCITy’kH-Ka Thl MHe, Bans, cimyxOy. [Totomy kak Tel VIBaH-mypak, u cyapOa y Te0s Takas,
4yTo0BbI 0aba SIra Te0s BOKpYT nasiblia 00BeCTH IbITasiach. TONBKO SI-TO BaM He CKa30uHbIi MBaH, 1a
U He Aypak oTHIoAb. He Bepio 51 Bam, Heuucras cuia.

— Her y MeHs 17151 TeOst IOIXOASAIIEH CITyXObI, — B rojioce Sru mocislmanach Hekast 1ocaia. —
A Ta, 4TO ecTh, He TIO Tuieuy Tebe.

— W? — BbIgan s camyio BOIIPOCUTENIbHYIO MHTOHAIIMIO, HA KOTOPYIO ObUT criocoOeH. — YTo ke
Jenarh?
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Cnpocui, ckopee, U3 BEXJIMBOCTH, YeM PeabHO XOTes y3HaTh. He moaxoxy s asist e€ ciryxObl,
BOT U Jaaymku. He 60bHO-TO U X0Tesnock. Pa3Be s pBasics e€ ciyk0y BIMOMHATE? 1 He repoi, He
CKa304HBIN OOraThipb. S MPOCTO IOMOM XOUy.

— Yto nenars? — fra npuiypuiack, I8 Ha MeHs olieHuBaiwoile. — HUKkTo He Begaer, 4to
CBWJIa BesmKasi Maxorib!? B cBoeil npsike. HeT cum Moux kJaath MOAXOASIIETO BUTSA3S, MPUAETCS
TeOe paccTapaThesl.

— 4 xe... — 4 Tak pacrepsuics, YTO U (ppa3y JAOKOHUYUTH He cMor. Bor rae, cnpammBaercs,
noruka? Tel HE MOAXOOMILIL, HO MTOCKOJIbKY /1aTh MHE HEOXOTA, TO M Thl ogouAeNb?! i 310 3Ha-
MeHMTAas1 jKeHCKas Joruka? MyxkurHam HeocTynHasi? Makolp emé Kakas-To. .. Npsika... HI4ero
HE TOHSII.

— Brmonnutbs mMoio cityx0y, — fra mpuctajbHO CMOTpesa MHE B 171232, — 51 BCe CHITBI IPUIIOKY,
4yToOBI TEOs1 ToMO# OTrIpaBuTh. Hy, a He cymeelnb, ieHs1i Ha ceOs. FcHo?

Kyna yx sicaee! 4, yro, Ha nomorp bader dru paccunteiBan? Heyxemu?! Ecth Takoe neno —
paccuuthiBal. Kak yBuzen e€, Takylo pocTyo, CAMIIATUUHYIO 1a)Ke, TaK ¥ IOBEPUJI, UTO OHA [IOMOYb
moxeT. [lypak Tol, IBaH, Kak ecTh qypak. Heuncras cuia — oHa v ecTb HeurcTas cua. OOMaH Kpy-
rom. C vero Obl eil TeOe momorath? BoH KOT M cpa3y roBOpUJI, YTO OHA CBOU Jiesia Ja MPOOIeMBbI
pelaer, Aa s ero He Mociylual, MUMO YIIed ero cjosa nponyctwi. Hy u koro BUHUTH Tenepb?
Moxer, cebs? U motom, noyemy fAra Tebe NOMKHA MPOCTO Tak roMorarh? Thl ke He 3Haelllb, BO3-
MOXHO, 9TO OUeHb-04eHb TpyAHO? KoHeuHo, XopoieMy denoBeKy oTdero Obl 1 He momoub? Ho Benp
MOMOIIIb TOMOIIY po3Hb. OJHO JieTo, Koraa Tebe caMoMy 9TO HMUYEro He CTOMT, TOr/a JIo0o Ipu-
JIMYHBII YEJIOBEK MOMOYb IOTOB. A JIpyroe J1es10, Korja ciydail CIOKHBIA, U CAaMOMY MPUIETCS HE
crnanko. Tyt 3agymaeniibcs, a TOTOB JIM Thl IOMOTaTh? DTO Fepou TOJIBKO CJIOMS T'OJIOBY Ha TOJIBUTH
OpocaroTcsi, CBOe KU3HBIO pagyl HE3HAKOMBIX JIOJEH PUCKYIOT. A 51, KaK yXke TOBOPHJI, OTHIONb HE
repom.

— Jlenatb-To 4ero? — HEJOBOJBHO OYPKHYI s1. A Ky/la MHe ieBaTbcs? Y MEHs UTO BApUAHTOB
MHoro? Xouelib He XO4elllb, IPUAETCS Ha yCIIOBUS Aru cornamarbes. A ey YTO U3MEHUTCS, TaM
Y BUJTHO OyJIeT.

— Jleno camo 1o cede mpocroe, — odoapsiole yiapioHyIack fra. — CopBarh ¢ aepeBa sIOIOKO
Y IIPUHECTH MHE.

— Ara, — KUBHYJ s, BCE emE HeIOBOJILHBIA. — MooquIbHOE SI0JI0KO, KOHS 31aTOrPUBOTO U
Bacunucy [lpekpachyio.

— Hy cam nonymaii, — yemexnyiach Ara, — 3auem mHe Bacunuca [IpekpacHan? [la u KoHb MHe
6e3 HaIOOHOCTH, J]ake 31IaTOrPUBbINA. Y MEHs CTyIa eCTh, FOpa3/io yaoOHee u OpicTpee JIIO0ro KOHSI.
51 TeGe MOTOM MOKaxXy.

— IlpaBma? A mpokartutbesa? J... nagHo, gaaHo. [Totom obcymum. TIpo koHs u Bacumucy s
TMIOHS1, a MPO SOTOKO yraga BeIxogut? Bam-to 3a4em? Bl ipekpacHO BHITTISAUTE.

— Cnacub6o, — SIra ycMexHyJach Kak-TO HeBeceno. — Thl yrajan Juiib oTdact. S0moko 310
NoCHJIbHEE JII0O0T0 MoToAUIbHOTO OyneT. Y 1oOBITh ero oueHs Heripocto. [lepeBo To pactér B Mpuu '3
— OoxecTBeHHOM cay, B I1paBu, B Cuneit Capre'.

— Hu cnosa He noHsu.

— Hy, kot Tebe notom nogpodHee 0ObSICHUT, — casiach fra, ycraBiasi BUAUMO OT MOEH Hero-
HSTJMBOCTH. — 3aBTpa.

— INouemy 3aBTpa?

— IToromy uro cerogusa Kynanuna Hous. 1 ornipaBuiibcs b1, MiBaH, 3a [lepyHOBBIM LIBETOM.

12 .
Maxorb (MOKOILIb) — y IPeBHHX ClIaBsiH OOruHs1 cyabObl. [0 mpefaHuo Mmiena mpsoky U3 HUTEeH )KU3HH, CKPYYUBast UX BOSIMHO
U cBsA3bIBAsA y3eJKu. Kak cruieTércs HUTh JKU3HU, TaK U CIOKUTCA cyap0a.

1 o o o o
3 I/IpI/II/I — Y BOCTOYHBIX CJIaBAH padd, pauCKUU Cal.

14 Cumsist Crapra — y criassin HeGeca, coTBopéHHbIe CBApOroM, 0OHTENb GOTOB.

31



A. ®. Kamenenkuii. «KaauHoB MOCT»

— OnsATh HUYETO HE MOHSLI, — YECTHO MPU3HAJICA £1.

— 3a IIBEeTKOM ManopoOTHUKA COOMpArics, — He BBIIEpKaI KOT, TPEeKpaTUI U300pakarh U3 ceost
CTaTy3TKYy U BMeIIaJicsl B pa3roBop. — Yero TyT HemoHsTHOro? — KoT Ope3riuBo noTpsic 1arnoi CI0BHO
CTpsIXMBaJI Boxy. — JAukuii Thl Kakoi-To! CaMbIX POCTHIX Bellei He 3Haelb. Teds B iecy pacTuim?

— Cam TbI U3 J1eca, — OrpBI3HYJICSA $1, BCKakuBasl Ha HOru. — Toxe MHe 3Hatok! Kax/ipiil 3Haer
— MaropoTHHK He 1BETET. Vau OoTaHWKY yuwu.

Kot 3apbryas cambIM HaTy paJIbHBIM 00pa3oM, IOKpyUe JTI000ro TUTrpa. Y MeHsI HEBOJIBHO OIISITh
3apOKaJii KOJIEHKH, U s TUTIOXHYJICA Ha J1aBKy. C 3TUM HYKHO 4YTO-TO Jenarh. Ecim y MeHs ot ero
pbIKa KaXIblii pa3 OyayT KOJIEHH MOAruOaThCsi, TO STO MOXKET IIOXO KOHUMThCA. Ecium, KOHeyHo,
MOKeT OBITh XyXke, 4eM cervac.

— He ccopbrech, — ckazana fra, noaHsAIach M BbIIIA U3 KOMHAThI, HO HE B Ty JIBEpPb, Yepe3
KOTOPYIO Mbl BOILUIH.

B xomHare crayio cympaudo. Kot cBepkHy: I71a3aMu, HO rpoMordat. S Toxke He coOupasics
HU 0 YEM ero paccripaimBarb. Kak roBopurcsi, KTo Hayasl pa3roBop MepBbIM, TOT YK€ HAOJIOBUHY
npourpal. I CKpecTus pyKy Ha I'pyy U CMOTpEJI C BBI30BOM. A fIra BCE He BO3Bpalllalach, MOXKET,
yJerena yxe Ha cBoet cryre. [Tonoxaem. S HuKyaa He TOpOILTIOCh. . .. TOUHEe S-TO KaK pa3 TOporl-
JIIOCh. DTO X03s€BaM CHelUTh HeKya. [lepBblil IeHb MOH 371eCh, «HE 3HAIO IJIe», K KOHILY UAET MOJ-
HBIM XOJIOM, a sI TaK ¥ He Pellil, Kak OTCIofia BRIOMpaThes Oyay. MOpPrHyTh He yCIielo, Kak ke COPOK
nHew rporaeT, u ara! Ipormait, Banst! [Tomunai kak 3Basm!

— JlagHo, — chaicd . — Paccka3niBaii.

— PacckasbiBaii?! — KOT (pBIpKHYJI. — UTO MBI TYT B JieCy BaM yYEHBIM paccka3arh MoxeM? Bel
XKe y HaC 3Ty... Kak e€... OOTaHWKY 3HaeTe.

— XOpoIo-XOpOIIIO, U3BUHU, 51 TIOTOPSUMIICS, — TPOOOPMOTAI 51 CKBO3b CXkaTble 3yObl. — Ho
JABHO JTOKA3aHO, YTO ManopoTHUK He 1BeTeT. Hukoraa. [IBeTOK manopoTrHrKa — 3TO CKa3KHu.

— Hy-ny.

Ox, 0 uém s roBopro?! A Bokpyr MeHs He cka3zku? Kot Balon? bada fAra? 51 Buzen, Ha uTto oHU
CITOCOOHBI, XOTSI, HABEPHSIKA, TO JIMIITh KPOIIIEYHAsI YaCTh UX HACTOSIIMX BO3ZMOXKHOCTEH. 31ech Bcé
HE TaK, KaK HaC yvar B 1IKoJje. BO3MOXHO, 1 IanOpOTHUK y HUX LBETET. KTO % ero 3Haer.

— 51 nonaraio, Bl COOIarOBOJIMTE paccKa3aTh CBOIO BEPCHIO, MarucTp? — s MPUBCTAN M U300pa-
3WJT JIETAHTHBIN MTOKJIOH, TOMaXaB BOOOpakaeMbIM IEPOM Ha BOOOpakaeMOM IUTsIIe.

Kot npuiypusics u HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl pacCMaTpUBAJI MEHS ILENOYKaMU 3eJIEHBIX I1a3. [Totom
TSIKKO, COBCEM KaK Y€JIOBEK, B3/I0XHYJI.

— Cnymaii BHIMaTe bHO. [1anopoTHHK 3arBeTaeT TOJIbKO OHAXK/ B rof1, B Houb Kymansr°. 1
LBETET OH MTHOBEHHO, YyTh 3aMELIKACIIbCS — YITCTUIIIb, OMO3/1aElllb.

— U Bcero-to? HyxHo Tonbko ycnets? Kaxkercs, HUYero cjoxHOro.

— CopBarb IBETOK MAaNOpPOTHUKA coBceM He mpocto. HyxkHo noiitu B siec B KynanuHy Houb,
HAUTH MOAXOASAIINI MAaNOPOTHUK.

— Houb MBana Kynasel? — yrouyHus s 3a4eM-To.

— Kakoro emé MBana, npu uém 1yt MiBan? — onermn kot. — Kynasna — on u ectb Kynana. Bpar
Koctpomsi'®. Tel Oyaenib ciymars Wiv HeT?

— PacckasbiBail, — MaxHyJ1 1 pykoil. Bc€ paBHO He TOHMMAIO OJIOBUHY U3 TOTO, YTO OH TOBOPUT.

— Wrak. HyxHo noiitu B jiec B KynanuHy HOUb, HAUTH MOAXOAAMIMHI NanopoTHUK. OO0KKEH-
HBIM Ha KOCTpe KOHIIOM MaJIKH OYEePTUTh Ha 3eMJIe KPYT M pacCTeIMTh BHYTPH Kpyra Oelyio CKaTepTh.
A nanblie cuIeTh B Kpyre v kJ1aTh, HE CBOAS [JIa3 C KycTa MalopOTHUKA.

15 Kynana — y fpeBHHX CJaBsiH O0KECTBO JIETHETO CONHIECTOsTHUS. HOUblo B JIEHb JIETHETO COJHIIECTOSIHUS (CaMBblid UTHHBIH
JieHb, camasi KOpOTKasi Ho4b B rofly) IpasaHoBajiack Houb Kynast. [loznHee ¢ pacnpocTpaHeHreM Ha Pycu xprucTraHCcTBa B HApOIHOI
TpaJuIMY MPa3fHUK B YecTh Kymamsl cimics ¢ nmpa3gHuKoM B decTs Moanna Kpectutens, Tpaauimy Npa3aHOBAHUsS CMENIAIChH, 1
caM ITpa3/HUK CTaJl Ha3bIBaThest HOUb MBana Kymasst.

16 KOCTpOMa — Y APEBHUX CJIaBAH 00XKECTBO JIETHETO COJIHLIECTOSAHUA. CeCTpa Kyna)m.
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— Xpares? onro xnarb?

— Ionro 1, KOPOTKO JIM, HO MPOCTO TaK KAaTh TeOe He AanayT. [lonnannsie MopaHbl — IyXu U
YyaMIIa pasHble — OyAyT Ha TeOsi COH J1a yXKac HaBOAWTb. Ecium ucryraenibcst U BhIIEIIb U3 KPyra,
TOTYAC Pa3oOpBYT TeOs1 HA YaCTH.

—D, 3... MBI TaK He JJOTOBAPUBAJIUCh, — CJ1a00 MOIBITAJICS TIPOTECTOBATH 1.

— A eciu ycrouiib, — OyATO HE 3aMETUB MOUX CJIOB, MPOJOJIKAI KOT, — POBHO B TIOJTHOYb
MOSIBUTCSl HA NMANIOPOTHUKE MOYKA LBETOUHAS U MTHOBEHHO C T'POXOTOM M TPECKOM paszopsércs. U
YBUJMILb ThI IPEKPACHBI, IPKUI, OTHEHHBIN [lepyHOB 11BeT, pBU ero ckopee. [la He pykamu xBaraii,
CTOpMIIIb, @ XOJICTUHON HAKPOW U PBH CMEJNO. A Kak COpBEIIb, caM [lepyH TeOst ICTIBITHIBATH CTAHET —
MOJIHUSI 3aCBEPKAET, POM 3arpEMUT, 3eMJIsSl 3aTPACETCS, AbIM BOKPYT. TYT yX HE MelIKal, Ha HOTU
BCKaKMBaii, CKaTepTh XBaTail, HAKpbIBaiics M OETU Clofa co BceX HOT. Jla IJ1aBHOE — He OTJIsIAbIBaiics.
Kt0 ObI TeOst HU myraj, Kak Obl AyXW HU SIPUIKCH, OETH BIEPEN. A OIISHENbCs, TYT ke MPOMaaeT
[NepyHOB 11BET, CIOBHO U He ObL10. Be€ monHsin?

— U Bcero-To? — mpeyBeIM4eHHO OOIPbIM I'OJIOCOM BOCKJIMKHYII 5. — [la pa3 mmoHyTs. CXBaTui,
yoexan. — Tyt s1 He Beigepxkai: — baioH, Tel B cBoéM yme?! Uynuina Besikue, 3HAUUT, OyIyT MEHs
nyrarhb, a s1 Oyly CUAETb U JKJaTh, IOKa IiBeTovYek co3peer?! Thl cMEepTH MOl XOuelllb?

-4...

— A TbI, MOXET, U XOUelllb, — BAPYT Aorafaics s. — He HpaBiioch s Te0e, yMOPUTh MEHsI B3[1y-
MmaJ. [la y MeHs pa3psiB cepata ciayuurcsi! — B MOEM rojioce mociblaiuch UCTEpUIECKUe HOTKHU.

— Ecnm w3 kpyra He Bbliifenib, Hu4ero onu tede He crenaiotr. [Toka Thl moj 3aMToN Kpyra OH|
10 Te0s1 IOTSHYTbCS HE CMOTYT, TOJIBKO MyTraTh OYyIyT.

— A norom?

— [Totom 1BEeTOK ManopoTHUKa TeOsl 3aIuInaTh OyJeT He XykKe Kpyra.

— Jla 3aueM OH HykeH BOOOIIe, ITOT IIBETOK ?

— INone3nas Bempb, — 00mu3Hycs baloH. — Kimaasl momMoraer uckarb, HO 3TO 1)1 TeOsI He IJIaB-
HOE. A IJIaBHOE — yUHT YeJIoBeKa SI3bIK 3Bepel M NTHUI] IOHUMaTh — TeOe oueHb nmpuroautcs. Koraa
OTIPABUIIBCS 32 SOJTOKOM.

— $1 Tak moHMMalo, cOpBaTh SOJOKO MHOTO CJIOKHEE, YeM IIBETOK ?

— Hy, B onpesenénHoii mepe. . .

— SIcHO-sicHO, — MepeduT s KoTa. — Bel ipocto u3neBaeteck! Hukyna st He noitny! $1 uro, Ha
Trcuxa rnoxox?!

— Iloxox M ThI Ha Ticuxa? — MPOMYpPJIBIKAT KOT. — ThI 3K/IEIIb OT MEHSI YECTHOT'O OTBeTa?

— Jla moIesn Thl. ..

— He rpy6uun Obl Tl cTapmmm! — 3ammumen KOT, HIepCTh Ha 3arpyuBKe MOTHSIACH AbIOOM, YN
MIPUKAIIUCH K TOJIOBE.

— VI3BuHU-M3BHHH, 51 BOBCE He XoTen Tebst o0unets. Ho To, 4To BBI Mpeiaraete — 3T0 cyma-
ciiecTBe. Y MeHsl HUKOI/a He noinyuutcs. S He mory!

— Hy, uto *%. BeiOop 3a ToO0#. f BUXKy, TeOe MOHPABUIOCh B TEMHOM JIECY, W THI TepeyMall
BO3BpallaThCsl.

— 370 maHTax!

— 4 Tak He Aymalo, — KOHYMK XBOCTa KOTa AEPraJicsl U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. — OObIYHAS C/IENIKA.

33



A. ®. Kamenenkuii. «KaauHoB MOCT»

I'maBa 8

JIBepb B COCEJHIOI KOMHATY pacraxHyJach, ¥ Bolula fAra. B e€ pykax Obuta 6enas TKaHb, CJIO-
’KEHHas1 B HECKOJIbKO CJIOEB. OHa MOJIOAKMIIA CBOIO HOILLY HA CTOJ IIPSMO MEPEIO MHOM, U 51 pasmIsies
Ha TKAHW BBIILUTBIM KPACHBIN y30p BAOJIb Kpas, IEKOPMPOBAHHOIO MHOKECTBOM HUTSHBIX KUCTOYEK.

— Dr0 Oenas ckatepTh, — MATKO NpousHecia Sra. — 1 xoner puis uperka. U emeé Hox, — oHa
MOTSAHYJIACh Ky/1a-TO U CJIIOBHO U3 BO3[lyXa JOCTasa MPEAMET U MOJIOKUIIA €r0 IIOBEPX CKaTEPTH.

4 Tyno ycraBuiics Ha HEOOJBIION TYCKJIO MOOIECKMBABIINIA KIMHOK C KOCTSIHOW pyukoil. Ha
JKEJITOBATON KOCTH OblIa OUeHb MCKYCHO BbIpe3aHa rojioBa MeJBe/sl, CKAJIAIIErO KJIbIKH.

— OTtnipaBisiirech, — fIra KMBHYJA KOTY U, HE I Ha MEHs, BBIIILIA.

— O-M-p-p-p, HOX, NOCBAIEHHBII Benecy!”. Xopormil KIMHOK, — CBOMM OObIKHOBEHUEM I1PO-
MypJsikai batoH.

—Ilpu uém TyT HOX?! [TBITacIIbCST MHE 3yOBI 3aroBapuBarh? «OTpaBisiiTeck» u BcE? Bomnblie
el Heyero ckazath? ¢ emé He cornacuicd!

— Ter oTkasbiBaembea? Pemmaiics ckopee, Halo e11€ NOArOTOBUTHCH.

— ... — g ckpunnyn 3ybamu. — [lomnwm yxe! Yero paccencs?!

Kor, cJI0BHO TOJIBKO 3TOTO M JaJl, JIETKO COCKOYMJI C JIABKA U OCTAaHOBWJICS BO3JIE€ 3aKPbITON
JBEPH, BHIPA3UTEIIBHO OIVIIHYBIIMCH HA MEHS.

Sl yepThIXHYJICS, CrpED CO CTOMA MpPeAMEThI, IPUHECEHHBIE SrOi, W MOWEN OTKPHIBATh KOTY
aseps. [1o cryneHbkam OH COCKOUMJI C U3SIILECTBOM IPUCYILEN BCEN MTOPOJE KOIIAYbKX, A 51 CITyCKaJICS
OCTOPOXHO, B OUEPETHOI pa3 NoxaJleB 00 OTCYTCTBUM NEepUJl. Y3k OOJBbHO CTyNEHU ObLIIM KPYThI, U
CKaTepTh B PyKax JIOBKOCTH MHE He prOaBJisiia. 51 cieqoBas 3a KOTOM M IENOTOM KJISLT HA YEM CBET
CTOUT HEYMCTYIO CWJTy. Eci KOT MEHA U clIbllIaj, TO BUAY HE MOJaBall.

Ilorona cHapyxu 1 B caMoM JieJie U3MEeHWIAch. [0k b, KOTOPBIM CTy4asl B OKOLIKO M Iy pIiasl
TI0 KpblIllle, yKe 3akoHumIcs. TpaBa Oblila MOKpasi, a He00 ObLIO 3aTSHYTO Ty4aMH, HECYLIUMUCSH 110
HeOy ¢ MPUIINYHOI ckopocThio. Ho 31ech BHU3Y 51 HUKAKOTO BeTpa He OLIyILa, 1a ¥ BEPXYIIKH Jepe-
BBEB JIMILb CJIETKA KOJbIXaJMch. CTpaHHOE 3penuile. Bripouem, CKOIBKO BCETO CTPAHHOIO 5 YCIIEN
31€Ch YBUIETh, CO CUETA COMIICH.

Sl ciepBa nogymall, 4To Mbl OTIPABUMCSI OOPaTHO OTKY/Ia MPUIIUIH, HO KOT OOOTHYJ U30YIIKY
IO IIMPOKOH Jyre W cTaji 3aduparh Jjesee. Hy, emy Jsiydine 3HaTh, Kyga Mbel MAEM. s MeHs sec
BOKPYT ObLI OAMHAKOBBIM CO BCEX CTOPOH. B niecy crano cympayno. CKBO3b Oeryiye Ty4l MHOTIA
eqBa-eBa MPONISABIBAIN YYACTKU rofyooro Heda, HO CBET IOUTH He JOXOAMII TTOfl KPOHBI 1€PEBbEB.
ConHua He ObUIO BUJHO, HO S IPUKUABIBAJ, YTO Beuep OnMn30K. f ¢ yauBiaeHrneM OOHApYKWUJI, 4TO
MBI LIUIM HEKUM 11000MeM TponMHKH. He mupoKoil 1 IBHOHM TPONMHKOM, yTONTAaHHOW MHOKECTBOM
HOT, HA00OPOT, €/1Ba 3aMETHOM, IPUMSTON KOe-Tjie TPaBOi, 0OJIOMaHHBIMHM BETKaMH KYCTOB, HO BCE-
TaK! TPOIIMHKOU. XOQWJIH 3/1€Ch HE YacCTO, HO, OYEBUJHO, PETYIISPHO.

41, 9TOOBI OTBIIEUBCS U HE lyMaTh O TOM, YTO MHE TIPEJCTOUT, He IyraTh cedsl 3apaHee, CMOT-
peJ1 10 CTOPOHAM, MBITAJICSA 3allOMHUATH Jopory. Ja kyaa tam! Il mer nonro. Bor ckaxute mHe,
3a4eM TalUThCA B Takylo Aajib? YTo, modnmxke narnopoTHUK He pactér? Pactér, koHeuHo. [la BOH
BIIOJIHE IPWJIMYHBIA KYCT, OOJIbIION U 3e€HbII. V1 BOH TaM elg, 1 Toxke cuMnaThuyHblid. M oHu He
ugeryT? Xa! O 4éM 310 A TyT TosKylo? [TanopoTHUK He IBETET, U 3TO BceM M3BECTHO. YTO OBl TYT
HU T'OBOPWJIM 3T JIBOE, ITOKA HE JI0Ka3aHO 0OpaTHoe, OyJeM BepUTh Hayke. BoT Korza yBrXKy 1IBETOK
COOCTBEHHBIMH TJIa3aMH, Torjaa OyleM pemiarh, KTO TyT IPaB — OHM WJIM HayKa. A BCE-TaKH, JIONTO
e€? Yk CTeMHeNO, s 9Ty YEpHYI0 OECTHIO eJie Pa3inyalo, TOro SN MOTEePSIOCh.

Korna 51 B ouepe1HOM pa3 B TEMHOTE CIIOTKHYJICS O TOpYAIllUi KOPEHD, 1 HE BhIICPKAL.

— 9, baton Korodeny, naneko eme?

17 Benec (Bomoc) — y JPEBHUX CJaBsiH Oor MyapocTH u Gorarctsa. IIoKpOBHUTENb KUBOTHbIX.
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— Yro, MBaH-aypak, HEYXKTO ycTasl? — HE OCTaJICsl B 10Ty KOT. — bouilbesl, Ha MOABUTY CUIT
HE XBaTuT?

— HyxHbI MHE Balv IOABUTH, Kak coOake MsTast Hora, — OrpbI3HYJICS 1. — §, eCiv Th He 3aMe-
THJI, 51 YEJIOBEK, a HE KOT. 5] B TEMHOTE HE BUKY.

Kot mpoGopmMorait 4to-To Mpo CMEpTHBIX, MPO COOAK € MATOM HOTOW M YTO-TO el COBCEM
Hepa3bopunBoe.

— IIpuum yxe, — 3asIBUJI OH IPOMKO.

MBb! BBIIIUIY HA MOJISTHY METPOB €/1Ba JIECATH B JuaMeTpe. TOYHO TaKHe ke WK OY€Hb IIOXOKHE
MBI MTPOIIUIA MUMO, Jake He 3aJepKaBIIMCh. YeM 3Ta MmossHKa OblIa JIydille, WM YeM Xyxke ObLIH
MIpe/bIAYIIHE, OHSATH ObUIO BhIllle MOUX L. [IpuIim u npuiuty, s He cTan croputh. Hazieoch, Kot
3HAET, 4TO JeJIaeT.

— bepu HOX, yepTH Kpyr. S okaxy rae.

— Ioroau, morogu, Kpyr HY)XHO MAaJKOW PUCOBATh, OOONKEHHOH ¢ OAHOrO KoHIA. HykxHO
KOCTEp pa3BECTH.

— He HyxHO KocTpa. [lenail, Kak roBopio.

— Her, mocroii. ..

— He Hy)eH HaMm KocTEp, — pa3o3muiics KoT. — He xBaraer Ham emé Cemapria'® u CemapriioBa
riemen. [la mpoctut Hac Kynasna. — Ho Bc€-Taku nmosicHuI, 4TOOBI 51 He ynupasicsi: — Hoxxom xenes-
HBIM TOXE€ MOHO KpPYT' HAprcoBaTh. DTO 3acuuThiBaeTcs. Tem Oosee TakuM HOKOM, TOCBSIIEHHBIM
Benecy, Takylo nperpaay Hy OfiHa HOUHAsl HEUMCTh HE MPeooieeT.

— Xopouo, — caaics A. — Tel cienuanmcr.

— Yero?

— 3HaTOK, rOBOPIO, JI0Ka, UCKycHUK. Tak nousTHO? [loka3biBaii, rjie pucoBars.

A enBa-enBa pasnvyal B TEMHOTE 3TY YEPHYIO 3BEPIOTY, IUIEJICSA 3a HAM HA MOJTYCOTHYTBIX,
BCMapbIBast HOKOM 3€MJTIO M KOPHH, OCTaBJIsis IITyOOKYI0 60po3y. OTHOBPEMEHHO s yCrieBasl KPYTUTh
TOJIOBOM, BIVISIABIBASACH B TEMHBIE MpayHble KyCThl. KOT, KOHEUHO, 3alIUTHUK 3HATHBINA, HO CTPAILIHO
371€ech A0 4y€pTtukoB. Houblo B jiecy.

XM, YTO-TO HE TaK.

— 3M, a Yero maropoTHHK 3a Kpyrom octasicsi? Kak s ero ppars-1o Oymay?

— Wb yero 3axoten. B Kpyry nanopoTHUK HUKOTJa HE 3alBETET.

— U kak xe usetok copBatb? Kpyr 3amutHelil HapymuTh? CaMu ke TOBOPUJIM HEJIb3sl — pa3o-
PBYT TYT €.

— Ecim yeneenis IBETOK copBaTh, OH TeOs XpaHUTh OyaeT. Yem Thl comyman?

— Ha-na. Touno. [MTomH0. OCOOEHHO MHE HPABUTCS 3TO «ECIIH».

B aTOT MOMEHT, BUIMMO, B Ty4ax 00pa30BaJICs MPOCBET, MOTOMY KakK MOJISIHY 3aJIMJT OJIe/IHBIHI
JyHHBIA cBeT. OT nepeBbeB cpa3dy 00pa30BaJIKCh JJIMHHbBIC TEHHU, M BCS TIOJISTHA TIPUHSIIA TYMaHHO-
MPU3PAYHBIN OOJHK.

— Paccrunaii ckarepth ckopee. B ienTpe kpyra, — 3aropornuicsi KOoT. — He meliikaii, HeyKJo-
#uid. Caiuch BOT ciofia.

41 paccrenun 6enoe MOJIOTHUILE U Cell B YKa3aHHOE MeCTO, TOJOrHyB Horu. Kyct manopotHuka
oKazaJicsl IpsAMo nepeo MHo#. UyTh Jasibliie BHITAHYTOM pyKu. Ho ecny HarHyThesl BIEpEN U MOTs-
HYTbCSI, KaK pa3 OKaxercs 1mof pykoi. Kot ocrasicst cHapyxu Kpyra, o0exasl BOKpPYT, POBEpsisl, BCE
JI1 B MIOpSIZKE.

— IloaroroBp X0JCT, — HAMOMHWII OH MHE. — Kak 1[BETOK pacLBETET, rolbMU pyKaMu €ro He
xBatail. Hakpo#l XOJICTUHOM 1 pBU CKOpee. A Kak COpBEIIb, AePXKHU Kpermue U Oeru co Bcex HOr, He
000pauNBASCh.

— Kyna 6exarp-10?

18 Cemapri1 — y JpeBHUX ClIaBsiH OOT OTrHsl, BECTHHK OOroB, OObeMHSIONINI UX CHJIBL.
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— Ilo Tporunke. A, uto 6 TeOs1, — BeIpyrajcs KoT. — Bot Tyna 6eru, npsimo. I'me MoxHo Oyrier,
s TeOs1 BCTpeyy.

— Tel pa3Be He co MHOI? — y MeHs Jylla ylUla B MATKH, KaK TOJbKO f MOHSUJI, YTO cerlyac
OCTaHYCbh TYT OlMH. B TEMHOM Jiecy, HOUbIO, B OKPYKE€HUH HEUMCTU Pa3HOU.

— Tl JOJKEH BCE clenaTh cam, B OQUHOUKY.

— 21, baroH, mocTon.

— Ipomaii, MBaH.

OH pacTBOpUJICS B TEMHOTE MEX/1Y JEPEBbSIMU TaK OBICTPO, UTO 51 M BO3pasuTh He ycren. «[1po-
mai» — Hy Hajo xe! OueHp odoapsomie. [logcTaBun MeHsT KOT, Kak ecTh, nojactaBwi! A mpuciy-
LIAJICS, HO HUYETo He yclblial. Bokpyr crosia MEpTeas TMILMHA. BOT ITpo «MEPTBYI0» — 3TO £ 3psl.
10 51 He BoBpeMs. U Tak cepalie B ATKY yIIUIO, BHYTPY IpOKUT BeE. He XBaTaio TOJIBKO O HEYHCTH
Besikol qymathk. A! Koro s oOmanbiBaio?! Jlymaii, He Jymaii, MHE 9TO He TIOMOKET, CMeJiee He CTaHy.
[Mozaau pazgancs Kakou-TO MIOPOX, sl B3APOTHY/I M 00paJoBasics: HaBepHoe, baoH BepHyics.

S noBepHyn ronosy. OX, 3ps 5 310 caenan. Ox, 3ps! VI3 TeMHOTBl Ha MEHS IIPBITHYJIO HEUTO
cepoe, OrpOMHOE, MOXHATOE, OOHAKHB JUIMHHIONIME KOI'TH, OCKAJIMB KJIBIKH. § 3a0pal B TOJHBINA
roJIoC, HE B CHJIaX TOIIEBEINUTHCS, MPOIIASCH C )KU3HBIO, HO UYIOBUIIHAS TBApPh, CJIOBHO HATOJKHYB-
IIMCh HA HEBUAMMYIO CTEHY, 3aCThUIA B HEJIETION pacIllaCTaHHOM I03€ M CTajla MEJIEHHO CIO3aTh
BHM3. To elg 3penuiie, Hao cka3aTh. Ho paccMoTpeTs uyamile MHE He 0BEJIOoCh. Tak Kak BU3T, Op,
BOILIM, PblYaHUE, CKPUII, YXaHbe, CTYK, PEB, Jiaid, MUCK, I'aM U Jake IUlad OKPYKWJIM MEHS CO BCEX
CTOPOH. $1 pacIIMpUBIIMMHUCS OT yKaca I71a3aMH MOBEN BOKPYT cedst. BoT 310 51 TOUHO caenai coBep-
IIEHHO 3ps1. TaKuX CTpaIlIHBIX POXK 51 HUKOI/IA PaHbllie He BUJIEJ Jake B KOlIMapax, Aa U MpeICTaBUTh
cebe He Mor. Pora, KOTbITa, epeKOIIeHHbIE CBUHBIE PbLIA, C OTPOMHBIMH CBETSIIMMUCS HEHABHCTHIO
I71a3aMH, C KOTTSIMH U 3y0amH, CKpeOyIMU HeBUaAMMYIo Tiperpafy. [1o Bo3myxy CJIOBHO MO CTEKITy
TEKJIA MYTHbIE [TIOTOKH, HE TO CJIIOHH, HE TO COILIH, HE TO $]1, HE TO 3€JI€Has KPOBb.

S He cMor TepreTh TOT yKac, YTO TBOPUJICS BOKPYI MEHs, 1 3aKMYypPHUJI IJla3a 4To €CTh CHII,
3aKpbLJI T'OJIOBY pyKaMu, OAHOBPEMEHHO 3aKPbIB JIAJOHSMH YIIIHU, TPUTHYJICS K CaMOM 3eMJIE U 3aMep.
It0 c1ado MOMOrajo, BOH 3TOH CBOPHl MOHCTPOB MPOPHIBAJICS CKBO3b BCE 3aCJIOHBI, XOPOIIO XOTh
CKBO3b KPEIKO 32)KMypeHHbIE I71a3a 51 Huuero He Bujeln. M cmoTpers He codupatocs. Haneoch Tosbko,
YTO KOT HE COBpPAJ U KPYT BBLAEPKUT. YCIEIO JIU 51 IOYYBCTBOBATh, KAK 3TU KOTTU U KJIBIKM HAYHYT
pBarb MeHs Ha yactu? Oif, mama! la uto Tam TBOpUThCs? Het, He Oymy cmoTperb. C 3aKphITBHIMU
I71a3aMU CTPAILHO, a C OTKPBITHIMU elli¢ crpaiHeid. OTcTaHbTe OT MEHs, OCTaBbTe MEHS B MOKoe!
[Tpous! Hu 3a uTo He OTKpOIO II1a3a, rnoka Bce He 3akoHuuTcs. onro eme? Heyxenu o yrpa?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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