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EDITORIAL

OUR FINANCIAL OUTLOOK

Our debt is large, but we rejoice to say that during the last
three months it has been slowly diminishing. It reached its
highest point November 30—$82,425.58. December 31 it was
$82,032.07; January 31, $79,502.77; February 28, $76,431.49.
The cause of this decrease varies in the different months.
Sometimes the legacies are in advance, and sometimes the
donations. The expenses have been largely reduced in all
departments.

While these figures are somewhat encouraging, yet the size
of the debt is ominous. The winter months, usually most fruitful
in collections, have passed away, and the time for the annual
appropriations is near at hand. Unless the debt can be greatly
reduced, the cutting down of the appropriations for the next
year must be disastrous to this great work. We do not lose our
trust in God, nor our hope that the friends of these ignorant and
yet struggling people will not suffer the work to be seriously
hindered. We respectfully invoke pastors to secure for us as
liberal contributions as possible, and we ask individual donors to
remember the work with special gifts.



DEATH OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS

The unexpected and sudden death of Mr. Douglass has
awakened a sense of profound sympathy never before expressed
toward a person identified with the negro race, and seldom
toward one of the white race. We are not surprised at the
manifestations of profound respect and sorrow of the colored
people, and we rejoice, too, that the white race has shown
almost equal regard for his memory, by their attendance when
he lay in state in Washington, and when his body was interred
in Rochester. The press has voiced the sentiment of the nation
in the full and eulogistic notices of his life. Frederick Douglass
deserved it all.

No man, perhaps, in this country has broken through so heavy
a crust of ignorance, poverty and race prejudice as was done
by this boy born on a slave plantation, stealing his education,
fleeing from his slave home and then achieving for himself a rank
among the foremost men of the nation in intelligence, eloquence
and of personal influence in the great anti-slavery struggle of
this country. He has achieved honors in the public service of the
nation, and has faithfully and honorably fulfilled every trust laid
upon him.

Mr. Douglass is among the last survivors of that band of
Abolitionists that were so potent in their influence in arousing
the nation to the evils of slavery. The recent death of Theodore



D. Weld, in his ninety-first year, recalls a name now almost
forgotten, but that two generations ago indicated the foremost
orator in the anti-slavery ranks. The poet of anti-slavery,
Whittier, has gone recently, and now the most conspicuous name
left of that noble band is that of Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe.

The American Missionary Association has reason to
congratulate itself that its last annual meeting was made
memorable by the presence of Mr. Douglass, and its vast
audience stirred most deeply by his eloquent address. In that
address he expressed his gratitude for himself and his people
for the work done by the Association in their behalf. And in
a letter subsequently addressed to the senior secretary of the
Association, he says, in speaking of that address: "I am very glad
to have been able thus publicly to record my sense of the value
of the great work of the Association in saving my people. [ am a
friend of free thought and free inquiry, but I find them to be no
substitute for the work of educating the ignorant and lifting up
the lowly. Time and toil have nearly taken me from the lecture
field, but I still have a good word to say in the cause to which the
American Missionary Association is devoted."



ITEMS

Of the twelve millions of families now in the United States, it
is said that one million cannot secure the needed work to procure
the luxuries and comforts of life. On this basis the one and a half
millions of colored families are at a special disadvantage. They
have to contend not only against the hard times, but against the
immense disadvantages of race prejudice.

The appointment of Bishop Whipple, of Minnesota, to be
a member of the Board of Indian Commissioners was an
appointment eminently fit to be made. Few men in this country
stand higher in their knowledge of the Indians and their wants,
or have shown a more intelligent and self-sacrificing interest in
their behalf.

The Indian Territory, occupied by what has been regarded
as the Civilized Tribes, is in a precarious position. The
recent investigation by the Committee under ex-Senator Dawes
has brought out the facts in startling distinctness. The
recommendations of the Senator are very clear and radical, but
it is feared that delay in the settlement of the question will only
protract and aggravate the difficulty.

The "Missing Link" has been discovered. It was found, we
are told, in some fragments of skeletons dug up somewhere in
Java. What an attraction this will be to lead scientific doctors to
neglect living beings and wrangle over these old bones. In this



country the real "Missing Link" is that charity on the part of the
white people that recognizes the colored man as a fellow-citizen
and a fellow Christian. Let that link be found and burnished up
and a good many serious problems will be solved.



THE PROSPERITY OF THE SOUTH

From time to time there loom up prospects of great
advancement in the Southern States. Iron and coal are found in
close proximity and in unlimited quantity. At once the boom
starts and great cities spring into existence with busy foundries
and added railway facilities. But somehow or other the boom
loses its fervor and the bright hopes are delayed. Yet the South
has vast resources, though they can only be developed gradually,
and as capital shall become assured that the labor problem in the
South is satisfactorily adjusted.

We are told again that cotton mills are to be transferred from
the North to the South. Hitherto cheap cottons have been the
product of these Southern cotton mills. But now the promise is
that the finest grades of cotton will be produced. Labor is cheap
in the South, but skilled labor is very scarce, and no cheaper than
at the North, and to transfer such labor from the North will be at
the additional cost of transportation.

Great efforts are made from time to time to induce immigrants
to settle in the South, and high hopes have been built on such
endeavors. But immigrants continue to go to the North and West,
and do not go South. This is not because the South is not rich in
minerals, in a productive soil and a beautiful climate. Why is it?
Capital in the hands of the whites in the South continues to crush
labor in the person of the black man under the heel of prejudice.



Perhaps the laborer from Europe may dread the same thing.

In spite of all drawbacks, the South is improving, and will
continue to improve, and the process will be hastened as the
white man lays aside his race prejudice and the black man
lifts himself above it by acquiring property, intelligence and
character. Whatever helps this consummation does more for the
future good of the South than can be done in any other way.



NOTES-BY-THE-WAY

SECRETARY A. F. BEARD

Among places of greatest interest which I visited in my
late Southern tour one was Tougaloo University. Its location is
unique, and its work is also. In the very heart of the black belt of
Mississippi, it is sending out its light among thousands who are in
darkness. It would quite repay one who would study the problem
of saving these children of the rural districts of the black belt to
go far out of his way to visit Tougaloo. He should take time for it,
to ride over its broad acres of cultivated land, its cotton fields, its
fields of sugar cane and corn, its hay fields, all under the care of
those who are being educated. They should see its shops for iron
working, for wood working, and its varied other industries. They
should see those who work by day, diligent students at the books
all the long evenings until late. They should see the self help of
all. They should go through the grades and notice the quality of
the work done and its character, its classes in mathematics and
in languages, and its work in the physical sciences. It is a great
school—Tougaloo—and if people could see it, they would quote
it more for its economy and efficiency. Not always are efficiency
and economy found pulling equally in the same harness.
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