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I'maBa 1. Xo3s1MKa

ToJIBKO OKa3aBIIKMCh HA MPUJIMYHOM PACCTOSIHUM OT OCOOHSIKA, [JaH! MOHsJIa, KaKylo ITTyIOCTh
COBEpIIMIIA.

CoBepirieHHO offHa. 3UMOU M Oe3 TeIUION ONEkK/Ibl, B OMHOM ILJIaThe U3 TOHKOM IIepCTH, Ha
HOTrax M3sIHble TY(eIbKH, KOTOPbIE XOPOILY Ha MapKeTe, HO HUKAK He Ha 00JeIeHEeBIIEeN MOCTOBOIA.
bBe3 enpl, Oe3 eHer.

OHa ocTaHOBMJIACH NIOCPEM IMYCTOM Y/IMLBl. BolHa MeXaHOWIOB, YTO B OHOYAChE HAKpbLIA
rOpofl, Tak ke ObICTPO CXJIbIHYJIA, OCTABUB IOCIIE ce0s1 JIMLIb JIeJsHOe KPOLIEBO Ha 3eMJle U OKPO-
BaBJICHHBIE, PA30PBaHHbIE TeJIa TEX, KTO He ycIiel cnpATaTbesi. OT OAHOro BU/a pacTep3aHHbIX MepT-
BEIIOB K rOpJy MOJKAThIBajIa TOIIHOTA, @ BHYTPU Bce OOJIE3HEHHO CXKMMAJIOCh, IApanasioch, CJIOBHO
XKeJIe3HbIMU ILIUMAMH.

MoxeT ObITh, BEpHYThCSI B OCOOHSIK ?

Hpsamu, koHeuHo, OyzneT npokiauHath, HO Kno He nopiepxuBaer martb, a Ko — nocieanuii
OCTaBIIMICS MyKUMHA B 3TOM JJOME, K TOMY e, HABEpHOE, ellle U IPUXOAUTCST Ajamapy OpaToM 1o
OTILy. ..

JlaHu elie pa3 pacTepsiHHO OIJISIIeNach.

ITycro. CrpamiHas TuIMHA. TOT 3BYK, OTCUMTHIBAIOIIMI MEPHbIE YAAPhl UyIOBUIIHOTO CEPALIA,
yrac u Oosnbie He noBropsiics. [lox Horamu JOMaHbIi Jief, menp cOpbI3HYTHIN anbiM. CTeHbl KaMeH-
HBIX JIOMOB MCUYEPKaHBbl, MCLIapariaHbl METAITMYECKUMU KOTTAMU. M JuIIb HaficaTHO CKPUITUT Tiepe-
KOILIEHHAs! CTaBHS, Urpasi Ha BETpY.

— Yro THI caenan ¢ ropogom, Keeon? — omesiomneHHo nporientana JJaHu, — 4yemM OHM BCe BUHO-
BaThl nepef Toooi? [louemy Haka3bIBaellb Bcex ?

W BHOBB nepeq riazaMu YKCTOE, CBETIIOE JIMLIO MPOKJIATOrO MPUHIIA, KOTOPbIM TaK HE MOXOXK
Ha coero otua. Ho eciu panblie oH kazancs JJaHM HEBBIHOCMMO IPEKPACHBIM, TO Tellepb CKBO3b
uleaibHble YepThl MPOMJISHYJIO HEUTO CTpalIHOe, TEeMHOe, uydoBHiHOe. Eil BAPYr npeacTaBuiioch,
YTO OH TSHETCS K Heil CBOMMH PyKaMH, a IMOJI HOI'TSIMH — OOpIOBbIe 0OOIKH 3aCOXIIEN KPOBH.

OrtBpaiiieHre ObUIO HACTONIBKO CHJIBHBIM, 4YTO [IaHM COTrHYJIO MOMOJaM B KeCTOYaiIleM Ipu-
cryne TourHOTH. OHa eJjBa He 3a/I0XHYJIach, [IOKa ee pBaJlo MPsSMO Ha MOCTOBYIO, a CIIa3Mbl BHYTpU
BCE HE NMPEKPAILAIUCh U HE MTPEKPalaIHCh.

IToTom oHa, nomarsiBasichk, 4oOpea 10 OJMMKarIIero 1oMa, orepiiach pykamu O CTeHy U JOJITO
crapajiach OTABILIATHCS, XBaTask PTOM XOJIOIHbIN, C METAJUIMYECKUM ITPUBKYCOM, BO3YX.

Hapno Obu10 4TO-TO NpEeanprUHUMATh, HO CHJIBI CTPEMUTENIBHO YTEKaIU. XOTeJI0Ch IPOCTO JIeub
Ha JJOpOry, 3aKPBITh IJla3a U MepecTaTh CyILeCTBOBATb.

«Bor oHa, 11leHa TBOEH MIyNocTy, — JyMajia OHa, — KM3Hb Ajlamapa. JKM3HU BCeX ITUX HECUACT-
HBIX JIIOZIEH, KOTOPBIM MPOCTO HE MOCYACTIIMBUIIOCH BCTPETUTh MEXaHOMIOB.

JlaHu cMOprHyJ1a HaOeKaBIIKE CIIe3bl.

Anamap...

Oma He ycrena NoMoOUTh 3TOrO YeloBeKa, HO TIOUeMy-TO He MOIJIa MPUHSTh ero cMepTh. Y
Jlanu OBUTO CTOMKOE OIIYIIEHUE, YTO BEPXOBHBI MHKBU3UTOP TJIE-TO PSAOM, ¥ UTO BOT-BOT KOCHETCS
ee meku. «He miaub, masieHbKasi».

—3T0 5 BO BCEM BUHOBaTa, — MpoOOpMOTalla OHa, — MpocTu MeHs. [Ipocru. ..

A motom 3acraBuia cedst MogHATH TonoBy. Omsaenach eme pa3. Kak HU cTpaHHO, MBICITH
MIOCTENEHHO MPOSCHSINCh. bokecTBeHHBIN Opeos BOKpYr npuHIa KceoHa nmoMepk OKOHYATEeNBHO,
Kak Oy/TO MesieHy ¢ a3 CAEPHYIH.

«Kaxas ke Thl cBOJIOUB, — MoAgyMasa [laHu, — Thl MCHOIB30BA MEeHs. Thl 3aCTaBUJI MEHS BIIIO-
ouTbcs O6e3 MaMsITH, a TIOTOM IIPOCTO MCTIONB30BAJ, 3HAsl, YTO 1 IOJKHA yMmepeTb. U Tel you Bcex
atux mogen. .. [Ipocro Tak. [Toromy uTo OHUM 1151 TeOSA — HUUTO, TOYHO TaK Xke, KaK U f...»



O. Ilrepn. «Bempma c cepedpsiHOl MeTkoi. Kuaura 2»

OTenuBUIMCH OT CTEHBI, MOIMATBHIBASCH OT cnadbocTtH, Janu modpena aaspiie mo yauie. Co3Ha-
HHUE TIOMMMO BOJIM OTMEUaJI0 PaHbl, OCTaBJIEHHBbIE TOpoay OeccMepTHOM apmueid. 1 BHe3armHO OHa
TMIOHSIA, YTO HY)KHO JAeNaTh: YyJOBHIIE, B3pAIIEHHOE COOCTBEHHBIM OTIIOM, JIOJDKHO OBITh YHHUTO-
KEHO.

Omna emie He 3HasIa, KAK IMEHHO 3TO CIEJIaeT.

Ho eit mokasasnoce, 4To I/1e-To Ha 3a/IBOPKaX CO3HAHUS IIEBEJIbHYIACh TeHb, BBIAIOIAS TTPHU-
cytctBre Anamapa. OH 0100psiT TaKOKM XOJ1 ee MbIciel, 1 Jlanu B30oapuIach.

«ToJpKO HE yXOau OKOHYATEIbHO. MHE Tak BaXHO, YTOOBI XOTh KTO-TO OBUT PSIIOM CO MHO.
I[TycTh qaxe Thl — BCETrO JIUITb BOCTIOMUHAHKE .

Ona MeIIeHHO, CIIOTHIKASICh, 1IUIA BIepe, K Iuiomaau Bepiiurenei, rae sxaan ee 10M TeTKH
7KeHeBbeBBI ¥ /1€ CKAMIIMCh HA MPOXOKUX KAMEHHbIE TOPTYJIbY.

keksk

B nocnennuii pa3 ona Owuia 3aech ¢ HUIM. [Oprio cKaloch, U I71a3a MpeaaTeIbcK 3alIunaro.
Torma Anamap BOCIIOIb30BJICSI HHKBU3BUTOPCKOW OTMBIYKOM, YTOOBI MOMACTh BHYTPb.

JlaHu ocTaHOBWJIACH TIEpes aXKyPHOW KaJTUTKOW, YBUTOM YyTYHHBIMU PO3aMHU, JIETOHBKO TOJIK-
HyJIa ee — Hy KOHEYHO JKe, 3arepTo. YCMEXHYIach FOpbKO: Oy/IeT B BHICIIIEH CTETIEHN OOUIHO 3aMep3-
HYTh Ha MOpore COOCTBEHHOTO, CUMTaid, JomMa. Beab B 0COOHsIKe, B paboueM KaOMHETe, OCTAUCh
JIOKYMEHTBI Ha BJlajieHHe W, BO3MOXKHO, KJTloud. [Toxoxke, y Hee COBEpIIEHHO He OCTaJIoCh BHIOOpA, U
MIpUIETCSl CHOBA M/TH, 3aMep3asi, BHIpaBath y HbssMu 103B0oseHNsI 3a0paTh TO, YTO MPUHAICKUT
Tenepb e Mo Mpasy...

«A OHa ellle ¥ IBEpb HE OTKPOET, C Hee CTAHETCS».

JlepeHsmMMM BOTHAMY HaKaThIBAJIO OTYasiHKe. J1om, Jaxe HeTOIUIeHBIH, Jake MyCToi 1 3a0po-
LIEHHBII — BCE PaBHO KPHIILIA HAJl FOJIOBOM, BCE PaBHO 3aIlIMIIAET OT BETpa. A Ha YJIUIE OHa TOYHO
CTMHET, 3aMep3HEeT, WJIM CTaHeT JOObIYel TeX, KTO MPOMBIIUISET Mo HouaM. Bexmunnys, danu ere
pa3 TOJIKHY/IACh B KAJMTKY. 3anuparoiiye apre(akThl MbIXHYIN 3/I0BEIIMM 3€JICHbIM IIaMEeHEeM, U
PYKH Kak Oyaro o0oxriio. [JaHu motepna JajoHu, OTcTynuia Ha mar. Emme He xBatayio ObITh yOUTOM
STUMH OXPaHHBIMU Maru4eCKUMHM MITyKamu!

«Anamap roBopuI, 4To 5 Jana IoMy ku3Hb. Ho 4To MHE ¢ 3TUM nenats?»

Omna nofpIaia Ha OHEMEBIIHE TANbIIbI, TOCMOTpEIa Ha TEMHBIN (acaf.

«MosxeT ObITh, U He Hy’KEH MHE 3TOT CTapblil TETKUH JI0M 7>

MoOXHO Belb TOUTH TyAa, Tlie OOBIYHO COOMPAIMCh NMOMOMHBIE KPBICH. A BIpPYT €e CTapbie
MIPUSITENH €ILE KUBbBI?

HManu nomopimiack. Her, He crout. [laxe ecim KTO-TO U3 HUX U YIIEJIeN, OHU YBUASAT €€ Kpacu-
BOE IJIaThe, YBUIAT TOHKYIO CepeOpsSHYIO IIETIOUKY Ha IlIee C U3SITHBIM KYJIOHOM U TOr/a JIMOO MoIpo-
CTy pa3[eHyT 1 OPOCAT yMUPATh HA MOPO3e, JIMOO N300BIOT TaK, YTO M CUJI JKUTh OOJIbIIIE HE OCTA-
HeTcsl. A Be/ib el HY)KHO KHUTb, XOTsI OB JIJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI PAaHO WJIH TO3/IHO A00PaThCsl A0 TPHHIIA-
YyJIOBHIIIA. . .

«Jla THI KaK Ta Jirca ¥ BUHOTPaJl, — YCMEXHYJIach OHa, — U {yMaTh 3a0y/ib PO yIUILy. DTOT I0M
TeOe HykeH. K ToMy ke, Terepb OH TBO¥I».

Oris1eBIIMCh TI0 CTOPOHAM U yOeIMBIIINCH, YTO HUKTO He HaOmomaer 3a Heid, [lanu ere pa3
TIOJIOXKMJIA PYKH Ha PEIeTKY KAIUTKH, 3aKpblia ria3a. Eciu Anamap 4To-To eil ToBOpuII, TO Be/lb 3TO
OH He TMPOCTO TaK. BepXxOBHBII MHKBU3UTOP, MOXKET, ¥ OBUI CJIeTKa He B ce0e, HO 10 OOJbINel YacTu
paccyskan 31paBo, B 3ToM JlaHuBbeH yOeaniach Ha yKuHe y Koposist MarTuaca.

— lom, — oqHMMHU TyOaMy TI03Basia OHA, BIMBASICh NAJbLIAMU B XOJIOAHOE YyTYHHOE JIUThHE.

OHa 130 BCex CUJI IIbITAJIaCh MOYYBCTBOBATh, OTKPHITHCS BCEMY TOMY, UTO OBUIO BHE €e.

Heyuenas, nukas BeapMma.

B otBeT — mycToTta 1 TMIIMHA.
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Jlanu eniBa He paspblianach ot oryasiHusl. HeT, KoHe4Ho ke, BCersia ecThb IaHC, YTO IIOMOIHbIE
KPBICHI OTHECYTCSI C IOHMMaHUEM K €€ CJIOKHOMY MNMoJokeHU0. Ho myTh OT MOMOVMKHM K MpPUHLYY —
HEMPEeOI0IUMO JaJIEKH.

U ona nonpoOoBana elnie pas, MbICJICHHO BbI3bIBasi B TAMSITH 00pa3 KOKOHA M3 [IBETHBIX HUTOK.

OHM HMKYyJa HE [IeJIUCh, 9TU CTPAaHHbIE HUTKH, CIUIETEHHble HEBUIAHHBIM y30poM. W JlaHu
MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO CTAJIO TEIIO, U T/Ie-TO B TPYAM JaXKe ropsyo, Kak OyATO MaJIeHbKOE COJHIIEe PACKU-
HYJIO JIacKOBBbIE JTyurKu. OHa ellie pa3 MomnbiTajach NOYYBCTBOBATh JOM, YK€ COMHEBASICh — a BPYT
Anamap ommoOcs? — HO BAPYT YTO-TO MSITKO TOJIKHYJIO €€, HeBeCOMO, OecTesIecHO.

— Jlomuk, — npodopmotana Jlanu.

Eil npencraBuiioch, YTO OHA, Kak YJIMTKA, BBIIOJI3A€T U3 MECTPOrO IUIETEHOTO MaHUuUps, a
HaBCTpeuy — CBET, MATKUH, 3aBopaxuBaolnii. I cHoBa Teriasi BoJHA, TENEPh YK€ WUCIOJHEHHAs
MOOBYU U CBETJION I'PYCTH.

— Ilyct MeHs1, eCiM 3TO ThI, MOXKATYICTa, — MPOILENTala OHa, — ¥ TMPOCTU. .. MeHs He ObLIo
TaK J101r0. ..

Uro-TO 3BAKHYJIO. BHCOK 0XTI10 kol 0oJblo, 1 JJaH BRIBAJIMIIACH U3 MATKOTO CBETA B CEPHI
neHb. CxBaTuiiach 3a TOJIOBY — Ha MaJblax OCTajlach KPOBb. A 3alMpalollive Me4aTH, Ternepb yxe
MOTEMHEBIINE, CJIOBHO MOTYXIIIKE YIJIU, OCHINAIKMCH 110]] HOTH.

«Tak BOT UeM MeH4 3aJeJI0», — [IOHSJIa OHA.

W BHOBB TONKHYJIa KAJIMTKY, KOTOpasi Ha Cel pa3 NMoAJaIach C JIETKUM CKpPUIIOM. [JaHu cKoJb3-
HyJIa BHYTPb, [IPOIILIA K BXOJY.

— 31paBCTBYMTE, TOPry/bY, — CKa3ajla YUYTUBO U ciejiaia KHUKCEH.

Teruias BoHA HAKpbLJIa C TOJIOBOM, OOHSIIA, 3aKyTalla B CBETJIOE YYBCTBO JIOOBH.

[lepen BhicOkMMU IBepsiMM [laHM OocTaHOBMIIACh, OCMOTpENA UX. 3anuparoiue apredakTsl 1
3[IECh COPBAJIO, OHU OCKOJIKAMU BaJISJIUCh HA KPBUIBLIE.

['my6oko BIOXHYB, [JaHM PHOTKpBUIA TSDKENIbIE CTBOPKU M CKOJIB3HYJIA BHYTPb.

— Cracu60 tebe, TOMUK.

N BexsmunHyna. BocnomuiHaHMS OT3BIBAIMCH eKOM Oonbio B cepatie. CHOBa XOTeNOCh CBEp-
HYTbCsI KJIyOOUKOM, 3aKpBITh IJla3a U MapuTh B HEObITHU. M CHOBa TIlie-TO Ha YPOBHE BOCIIPHSTHUS
oHa movyBcTBoBata Anamapa. Jlerkas tens. EnBa omryTrMoe kacaHue, Kak OT KPbUIbEB 0a0O0YKH.
Bne3sarHo ctasno crpamHo. He 10mKkHO 9TOro ObITh, eciii Anamap MepTB. HeBO3MOKHO UyBCTBOBATh
YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOro OoJbIIe HEeT. A MOKET ObITh, OHA TOMPOCTY CXOIUT C yma?

CraparenbHO IPUKPBIB 32 cOO0M ABepH, aHu MeyIeHHO MOIILIa BIIyOb I0Ma.

Bce 3nech ObuIO MMycTO, THXO. JIOXMOTBS TayTHHBI NIOBCIoAy. Koe-rzie ocranack meOesnb, OTChI-
peBlas, JaBHO ucnopTuBLIascsa. Hajg neukoil B KyxHe Mocenusach IpyKHasl Mayybsl CEMbsl, XOTS
ObLIO HESICHO, YeM OHU NHTAIOTCS. B 0IHOM yIily MOATeKana Kphblllia, U CTeHa MOIUIA SPKUMHU TIST-
HaMU 1ieceHd. JIoM THXO CTOHAJ, KalysiCh Ha CBOIO CyAbOYy.

— Hwuuero, — ckazana [lanu, — s Bce ucnpapimo. S HaBeqy 31ech MOPSJIOK, U Bee OyIeT Kak
npesx/ie. Thl TOJBKO 3aIIMTH MEHs1, IOMUK. 1o TOil MOpbI, KaK 5 cIesa To, YTo 3alyMala.

[Motom [lanu moHsia, uyTo oveHb ycrayna. OHa 3abpeia B CBOKIO OBIBIIYIO KOMHATY H, K COO-
CTBEHHOMY Y/IMBIJICHUIO, OOHAPYKMJIA TaM CTapylo KpoBath. [loueMy-To ee Tak U OCTaBUJIM TaM, Kak
U TopTpeT poxnuTesed. JJaHu moTporajia mepuHy M IpUlUIa K BBIBOLY, YTO OHA BIIOJHE IPUTOJHA
11l UCTIONIb30BaHUS1. 3arbUIMIACch, KOHEUHO, HO Jake He oTchipena. PbIpkas U uMxas, OHa CTpsX-
Hyna nbutb. [Ipockinanick BOCOMUHAHMSA, U I71a3a KIJIO HEBbIIIaKaHHBIMU cie3aMu. Korga-to...
OHa JIe)KaJjla Ha 3TOM KPOBATH, a B OKHO JIMJICS COJTHEYHBI CBET, IEPEIIETEHHbIN 3€JIEHbIMU JIUCThIMU
rmonia. Y 6b110 XOpoIo, CIOKOWHO Ha JIyIie, Kak ObIBAeT TOJNBKO Y JIeTeHl. . .

— $1 OTHOXHY HEMHOKKO, — ITpOLIENITajla OHA, — & Thl OXPaHsI MEHs, MUJIBII JJOM.

Omna pazynack, 3a0pajiachk B KpoBaTh U CBEpHYJach Kiayooukom. U Tak, corpeBasi IpIXaHUEM
PYKH, Hayajia ME/IJIHHO ITPOBAJIMBAThCS B TEILIbIH, CIOBHO CTETaHOE OfIESIO, COH.

IloM He otarmBacs, HO [JaHu COBEpIIEHHO HE Mep3Jia.
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V Hee mo-nipexxHeMy He ObLIIO HU JISHET, HU e/Ibl, HO TIOSIBIJIACH XOTsI Obl KPBIIIIa HaJ TOJIOBOM.

keksk

JlaHu npocHynach MO3JHUM YTPOM M JOJTO Jiekana, IMAAsA B OKHO. CKBO3b MbUIbHBIE CTEKJIA
MPOOUBAJICS] TYCKJIBIA CBET U OBUIO BUIHO HEOO, KEMUYKHO-CEpOe, 3aTSTHYTOE CIOUCTHIMU, B 3aBUT-
Kax, TyYaMU.

Xotenoch Takath. Tak, Kak M TOJOXKEHO clnaboi KeHIIMHE — HaB3pbll, YTKHYBIIUCH B
TMOJIYIIKY, TaK, YTOO JyITy OTBECTH U CJI€3aMH BBIMBITh HAKONMBIIYIOCS B Ayiie 00Jb. JJaHu BCXIUII-
HyJIa ¥ CKaJla KyJIaku. Bcio HOUb el CHIJIOCH, UTO PSIIOM KTO-TO OOJIBIIION, CHITBHBIN, TETUThIA. KTo-
TO OOHMMAJI ee, MATKO NpUBJIeKas K cebe, HAIeNTHBAT Hepa300pUMBO HA YXO, CKOJb3sl IIEPIIaBOi
JIaJJOHBIO TIO IeKaM, 110 1iiee. M 910 ObLIo Mmoxoske Ha 6e3ymue: oHa TocKoBasa o Anamapy. [o derno-
BEKY, KOTOPBIN ITPUCBOMJI €€, YTOObI OTOMCTUTb, KOTOPOT'O JOKHA Obl HEHABUIETH. .. 1 Kak ObUIO ObI
XOPOIIIO, OCTaHbCSI OH JIOMA B TO YTPO. YK HABEpPHsIKa Obl OHU YTO-HUOY/Ib MPUIYMAJIH. .. BMECTE. ..
u Jlanu niporHasa Obl MEXaHOMJIOB, HE TIO3BOJIMIIA Obl UM MTPUYUHUTH BPEL. . .

Ho uto TosKY Tenepp B 3TUX MBICIAX ?

Her ero Gomnbie.

Jlanu nomkana ryosl, 3actaBuiia ceOst BBIOpaThes U3 KpoBat. CyHys1a HOTY B TY(DEeJIbKH — CTYTI-
HSIM Cpasy CTaJIo XOJI0IHO. B xuBOTE 3aypyalo.

Hano 6bu10 4TO-TO /IENIaTh, KyIa-TO UIATH, MIBITAThCS pa3fioObITh eay. Janu ormsiena cBoe ria-
Th€: KOHEYHO, OHO MPUMSUIOCh 32 TO BpEeMs, MIOKAa OHA OTCHINANACh, HO IMO-IIPEKHEMY BbIIJISIIEIIO
CJIMILIIKOM XOPOIIO, YTOOBI TIOWTH U TIOJ, BUJOM JEBYIIKH U3 OEHOW CEMbH MOMCKATh KaKyI0-HUOYIb
paboty. laHu mporuiack Mo JOMY B MOMBITKAX HAWTHA XOTh YTO-HUOYb HA 3aMEHY, XOTsI Obl U MYK-
CKyI0 onieskay — 0e3 Tonky. Hu jockyTka.

«3HAuUT, IPUIETCS UATU Tak». — OHa B3IOXHYJIA U OBICTPO 3ariena Kocy.

Temnepb ocTaBanoCch Kak-HAOY/Ib TIOTOBOPUTHCS C JIOMOM, YTOOBI OH €€ BBIITYCTHJI, & CaM 3ariep
JBEpU.

— JloMuK, — 1o3BaJia OHa, IIPUCIIOHUB JIAJJOHU K CTEHE.

Ei1 nokazasnock, 4yTo cTapasi KaMeHHasi KJ1ajika APOrHy/a U Ha MUT TOJEPHYNACh PSObIO.

«Jla 310 Y MeH# mepe razamu psiouT, — joraganack JlaHu, — OT rojonga, He MHaue».

W B 3T0OT MUT B 1BEpPb PELIUTENBHO MOCTYYaIIH.

MrHoBeHHO BCHOTEB, OHa 3amepria nocpear xosuia. Kto mor ciona npuiitu? Kro mor 3Hath,
4yTO OHa 31ech?!!

EnuHCTBEHHO BEepHBIM pellieHueM ObLIO CliesaTh BU, YTO HUKOTO HEeT JoMa, 1 [laHu 3aTanach,
MOYTHU Abllath nepecraja. CTyk NOBTOPUJICS, AEMKATHBIN, HO HACTOMYMBbIM.

«A ecn 51 Oy/y cuzIeTb TUXO, OHH PeIar, YTo W MpaBJa HUKOTO HET», — Pelnjia OHa, HEBOJIBHO
CKUMast KyJIaKu.

Bpems 1nuio, HO HeBeIOMbIE FOCTU HE TOPONUJIMCH YXOAUTh. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA, Kak KTO-TO
TOIYETCS Ha Nopore U Tskeso conuT. CHOBa MOCTyYasIcsl, OTYEro MO CHMHE MONOI3U MYypPAIlIKY, a B
KMBOTE CTAJIO CIAJKO U TSKEJIO OJHOBPEMEHHO — KaK B JIETCTBE, KOrJa NpsATanach OT Ky3€Ha, a OH
OpOIUII IO IOMY U C PYTaHbIO €€ Pa3bICKUBAIL.

CHoBa ctyk. U1, HakoHell, roJyioc:

— T'ocnioxxa Hupc! [lanuBbeH, eciu Bbl 31€Ch, MOXKATyICTa, OTKpoiiTe!

Ona BbIIOXHYJIA ¢ 0OJeryeHueM, HO Tenephb yxke cepille 3aluioch B cymacmeqimem oere. OHa
y3HaJja rojoc: oH npuHamexan Kuo.

— Otkpoiite, rocnioxa Hupc! — nosropuit myx4nHa, — npoiy Bac!

«MHTepecHo, a ¢ Yero oH pemmi, 4Tto g 37iech?» — JlaHu Bce ele Msjlach HAIpPOTUB JBEpE.
Ei1 coBepiieHHO He XoTesioch BuaeTh HU Kuo, Hu, TeM naue, ero MaTb.

«AX, Aa. 3anuparouye aptredakTsl COpBaHbl. A Ha CTojie AjlaMapa OCTaJIUCh JIOKYMEHTHI. . . »

OHa Ha 1bIIOYKaXx MOAOILIA K JBEPU M CIPOCUJIA B HIETIKY:

— Yro Tebe HyxHO, Krno?
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— XBana Beebnaromy! — B ero rojoce mocyblaioch sBHOE oOjieryeHue, — Bbl KuBbl! [Iporry
Bac, OTKpOHTe. .. 5 Belb HUUEro BaM JIypHOTO HUKOT/IA HE JIeNall.

JlaHu, MOpa3MbICIIMB HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHUH, BCE k€ JEpHYJa 3aCOB, IPUOTKPbUIA JBEPU U
BBIIILIA HA TIOPOT.

— 3aueM TbI IpuLIea? B ropone onacHo.

B cBetno-ceppix rmazax Kno, uto ObUTM Tak MOXOXHM Ha I71a3a camoro Ajiamapa, CKOJIb3HYJa
TEeHb CTpaxa.

— $1 npuen, 4ToObI MOMPOCKUTH BaC BEPHYTHCs, rocroxka Hupe, — riyxo ckazai oH, — OCOOHSIK
Ternepp Balll.

— ToI mIyTHIIb, — OHA TIOKAYaJIa TOJIOBOM, — OCOOHSIK STOT HUKOI/IA MOUM He ObLI. DTO OCOOHSK
MOETO MyXa.

— JlanuBbeH, — xpuruto ckazain Kuo, — 51 Bcerna ciyxun Ajamapy, ¥ He MO3BOJIO IOTMOHYTh
ero ’eHe, TOJIbKO OTOMY, 4ToO...

— Ilotomy 4to U3-3a HEe OH U ymep?

Tyt Janu yBuzgena, uto Kno 1epXKut B pyKe KOp3UHY, HAKPBITYIO YUCTHIM ITOJIOTEHLIEM.

— 51 He BepHyCb, — CKa3aJia OHa TBEPO, — MYCTh TBOSI MaTh OyAET CIIOKOMHA Ha TOT CYET.

— Omna ObL1a HerpaBa M packamBaeTcs, — OBICTPO MPOMOJIBIII OH, — JlaHUBbEH, MOKaTyCTa. . .
S nomxeH Tebst Gepeds.

Ona B3noxHysa. Ha cepatie crano ropeko. K yemy tenepsb Bce 3107 3auem?

— ThbI HMUETO HE NOKEH MHE, — OTBeTWIIA THXO, — Kak | 5 Tede. S ocraHych B 3ToM nome. K
TOMY %€, KaKk BaM HaBEpHSIKa U3BECTHO, ITOT JIOM Telepb MOU.

— Ho... lanuBbeH, — Kuo TpsixHyn ronoBoi, — s He moHuMaw. Kak Tl mpoxuBems Oe3
MOMOIIH ?

JlaHu cHOBa OpocuIia OCTOPOXHBIN B3IJISI HA KOP3WHKY. UKCTOE MONOTEeHIe CBEpXY MAHUJIO,
Kak Oy/TO HAIIENTHIBAJIO — TPUTIOIHIMHU MEHS. . .

— Kak u panblue xuia, — CyXxo OTBETUIJIA OHA, — €CJIM Thl BCE CKa3all, TO f, MOXaIyH, NONIy.
VY MeHs... MHOIO J1eJ1 CerogHsI.

— Tel HEeHaBU U1 MOIO MaTh, — 3aKI0umI Kno.

— BoBce Her. 910 OHa HEHaBUIUT MEHs. A s IPOCTO HE XOUy MUMETh [IeJl C TEMHU JIOIbMH,
KOTOPBIE MEHsI HEHaBUIAT, XOTb U 3aCITyKEHHO.

— He roBopu Tak! — B ronoce Kno HaTssHyTOM CTpYHOI 3BEHENIO OTUAsIHUE, OH CKaJl MaJbliaMu
MEPEHOCHILY, — I HE 3Hal0, KaK 3araJuTh MOCTYNOK Moei Marepu, lanuBbeH. Ho 51 oueHb, oueHb
TeOs npotry. Bepraucs. f Oymy o TeGe 3a00TUTHCS O KOHIIA IHEeW CBOMX, Yero Obl 3TO MHE HE CTOMIIO.

Omna BApyYT MOHSIA, UTO cefuac pacruiadercs. Kab et 6puto Kno. JKanb ortoro, uro ympariu-
BaeT, yHmxkaercs 3a3ps. OHa MoAHsIIa ToJI0BY, CMEJIO BCTpeYasi €ro pacTePsIHHBIN B3IV,

— MHe He Hy)Ha TBOsS 3a00Ta, — OTBETHJIA TBEPIO, — yXoAu. BosBpaiiaiicss B JoM Mactepa
Hupca.

— [Nopoxau! — Xpuruio npoienTan oH, — JlaHuBbeH, MOXaTyicTa. .. Sl mogo3peBa, uTo Thl HE
3axouelb... Ho Torga Bo3bMu XOTsI ObI €/1bI.

W npoTsiHyn KOp3UHKY.

0-0-0, 3T0 OBIJIO caMOe 3aMaHYKMBOE TMPEAJIOKEHUE 32 MocyeHee BpeMs. POT MOMEHTaIbHO
HAITOJTHUJICS TOJIOHOM CITIOHOM, TIepe]] I1a3aMy BCe TIOTUTbUIO — M [JaH! HempeMeHHO Obl TPOXHYJIACh
B 0OMOPOK, He noaxBatH ee Kvo moj J0KOTb.

— HanuBbeH! YTo ¢ BaMu, rocnoixa. ..

BHe3arnHo pa3o31MBIIMCE, OHA U130 BCEX CWJI OTTOJIKHYJIA pyKy Kuo.

— Yxonu! MHe HUYEro... HUYero OT Bac He HyXHO, MOHATHO? W He mpuxoau Oosblile, 51 He
BEPHYCb. ..

Bocnonb3oBaBImMCh CEKYHIHBIM 3aMEIIaTeIbcTBOM MYXKUYHMHBI, JlaHu MIMBITHYJIA OOpaTHO B
J0M, 3arepia ABepb U IPOXHYJIa 3acoBoM. [IpucioHuiack K AepeBSIHHON CTBOPKE, TSAKENO JbIIla.
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Ox, 910 OBUIO TaK IJIYIO, OTKA3BIBATHCS OT €JIBI.

Ho B 10 e Bpemsi OHa MOHMMaJIa, 4To ey codrpasia Hpsimu, ¥ 4TO, IPUMH OHA 3TY MOJAYKY,
9TO Oy/IeT MEepBbIM [IaroM K MPUMHUPEHUIO.

A MUpUTBCA HE XOTEIOCh.

XoTenoch MpocTo. .. ObITh mofastbie oT Hesimu 1 Kno, moromy 4To 0OHa HyTpOM 4yBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO MO-TIPEKHEMY UyKasl, Ipe3rupaemasi, HeHaBuauMasi. UYto Obl OH TaM HU TOBOPHIL.

— JlaHuBbeH!

Kuo cTykHyn KyJ1akoM Mo ABEpH.

— YTO X THI AeNaeb? — yKe THXO, MOYTH IIETOTOM, — 3a4€M Thl TO Jefaenb? Xodellb ceOs
roJI0NOM YMOPHTH? MaTh TOBOPHT, UTO Thl, OBITH MOXKET, HOCHUIIIL peOeHKa rocroarHa Asamapa. Tak
YTO K TENepb, U €r0 B MOTUJTy?

W3 r71a3 c7I0BHO MICKPBI OPBI3HYJIH.

— Vxonu! Yxonuuunum!

W, pwipast, ona npuBamiiack O0KoM K creHe. Kop3uHa, Ka3aioch, BKYCHO MaxJjia Jaxke CKBO3b
IBEpPb, XOTS 3TO OBUIO HEBO3MOKHO. JKeTy/IoK CHOBa CBEPHYJICS B 3aMBICTIOBATYIO (pUTypy, HAMeKast
Ha HEOOXOIMMOCTD TTOECTb.

JlaHu ToNOXWIa pyKy Ha CBOUM COBEpIIEHHO IJIOCKHMI KUBOT U TOMBITANIACH MTPUCITYIIATHCS.
A d4t0, ecu ipaBaa? Yro torga?!! Yro oHa Oyner enath oqHA ¢ 3TUM peOeHKOM, Korja Ajlamapa
ooblie HeT?

Turmwmna. OHa HUYero He mouyBcTBOBas1a. Hy, ObIBaeT ke U TaK, YTO MOCTIe COMTHUS C MYKUMHOM
OepeMEeHHOCTb 1 HEe HACTYIIaeT. ..

JlaHu CHOBa MPHKaach TOJIOBOM K IBEPSM U MPUCITYIIANAC.

Kwuo Bce emie Torrascs 3a ABepbIo, IOTOM YIIIET.

skkook

OnHa OTBaXMJ1ach BBHICYHYTh HOC Ha YJMILy TOJBKO CITYCTSI HECKOJBKO YacoB. 3UMHUM JEHb
MSTKO, CJIOBHO Ha CaHsIX, CKaThIBaJICs B CyMepKH. Ha Toil ynuiie, rie CTosis A0M, Mo-TipekHeMy ObUIo
MYCTBIHHO, TOPOXaHe HE TOPOIMINCH MOKUIATh YOEKHINA, HO TJe-TO yXke pa3faBayics Jail coOak,
TpeneTaay OOpBIBKY rOJIOCOB Ha BeTpy. B cTonmily MeqyieHHO Bo3Bpalaiach ku3Hb. Kop3uHka, 4to
npuHec Kuo, Tak 1 ocTanach CTOATh Ha KPBLIbIIE.

Jlauu 3490K0 rmoexuiiack, 00XBaTuiIa ceOsl pyKaMH 3a TUIeUr U YBePEHHO 3aliarasia 1o ymuiie. Ei
XOTEJIOCh HANTH KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib JIABKY, MUJTM PECTOpPaH, YTOOBI OMPOCUTHLCS TyJa Ha padoTy, a 320HO
TMIONBITATHCS TOOBITH €/1bl. BocrioMuHaHus Bo3Bpatiaarch. OHa 3Hasa, YTO JIOIU, XOTh U HEHABUIST
TIOTTPOIIIAeK, MHOT/IA BCE ke ObIBAIOT JIOOPHI.

[NepBoit BcTpeTmiiack OyoyHast ¢ pyMsIHBIM KaJladyoM Ha BbIBecKe. [laHW TOJKHYJA JBEpb, HO
oKazasiock 3arepTo. Toraa oHa nmocrydanack. Xoa0oIHbIA BeTep IpoOrpast JO KOCTel, 3yObl HAUMHAN
BBICTYKHMBaTh 6apaOaHHYIO TpOOb.

— Kro Tam? — pa3gasics uciyraHHblil JKEHCKUI ToJIoc.

— Otkpoiite, moxanyiicra! f uiry padoty. Ymelo moMorarh 1o X03sIicTBy, youparo, FoTOBJIO. . .

— Ham HuKTO He HyXeH, — OTBETUJIN Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs.

— Hy Torza... He Moriu Obl BB MHE JaTh HEMHOTO XJieba? — HaIeK bl TasIM CTPEMHUTEITBHO,
KakK JiefI 1O BEeCHe.

Io Ty cTopoHy /1BEpHU BOIIAPUIIACh KOPOTKast May3a. A MOTOM —

— MHoro Bac TyT, KpbIC, pacruioguiocsk! [omuia BoH, mompomiaika, He TO Mya MO30BY, OH
Te0s1 TaK OT/EJAeT, YTO MaJio He TMOKaxkeTc s !

— [NoustHo, — mpobopmoTana [Janu. B obiem, pe3ynbTat ObUT BIIOJHE MpeacKa3yeM, HO Ty
9TOM HeTIpUSITEH.

OmHa ro1uia Jgabliie.

ITo 0o6e cTopoHBI OT JOPOTM HAYMHAIUCH AOPOTHe MarasvHbl, U 4yeM Jasbiie [Janu mua, tem
CUJIbHEe CTAaHOBUJIOCH TIOHMMaHHWE TOTO, YTO HAJI0 MOBOpaurBaTh 0OpaTHO. B Takue mecta He 6epyT
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JOJE C YJAWILIBI, TOJIBKO CBOMX, TOJIBKO MPOBEPEHHBIX, T€X, KTO YK TOYHO HE COONA3HUTCS KOJey-
KOM WJIM TIONBECKOW. A MOTOM BJIPYT CTajla KaKk BKOMAHHAS: BUTPUHY OIHOTO Mara3uHa OHa y3HaJia.
MmenHo 31ech Anamap Ky e 6eyio nryOy v KOjbe. ..

Heckombko MUHYT OHa CTOsIIa, COOMPASICh C YXOM, a ITOTOM PELIUTEHHO MOCTyYasa B IBEPb.

CnepBa Obl1a TUIIIMHA, A TIOTOM Pa3Aajioch TYIIKOE:

— Yro Hago?

JlaHu OTBeTHIIa He cpasy, CyIOPOKHO MepeTpsXrBasi COOCTBEHHYIO TAMSTh B TOMCKAX UMEHHU.
A, BCIIOMHMB, OTBETHJIA:

— Xenbrepaa, oTKpouTe, noxaiyiicta! Jto 5, ’keHa rocroauHa Aamapa!

Bpewmsi ci10BHO 3amepiio, 3aCThUIO TATYYel MeAOBOU Karuiei.

«[loxanyiicra, He MPOrOHAN MEHsI, — MBICIIEHHO B3Momach JlaHu, — noxaiyicra-noxanyu-
cTa-noxaiyicral»

W BeeOnaruii cxxanuiics. 3BsIKHYJIA OTOABUraeMast MieKoJaa, 1Bepb MPUOTKPbLIACh, U U3 TIOJTY-
Mpaka MarasvHa Ha [laHu HaJBUHYJaCh BHYIIUTENbHAS (PUTypa XO3AUKHU.

- 0O, 6oxe! I'ocrioxka Hupc, uto ¢ Bamu? U 4to... T/1€ Bai Myx?

«¥Y3Hazna», — BBIIOXHYB ¢ oOerdyenueM, [laHu ymossiole mocMoTpena Ha Xelbrepay.

KoneuHo, nmocieiaue coObITHS He MPOIIUIM IAPOM HU JIJIS KOTO: KEHIIIHA Kak Oy/ITO OCYHYJIaCh
U TIOXy/IeJia Bpa3, MOPILUHBI Ha JIAIE TPOPE3AIUCh TIIyOXKe, YTOJIKU ryd CKOPOHO OITyIIIEHBI.

— I[Mycrute mens, — nonpocuia [Janu, — mactep Hupc noru6. Ero younm mexaHougsl. A ...
ylia U3 ero JIoMa, U Tenepb. . .

Ona He ycniesa foroBoputh. MoliiHa pyka Xesbrepis crpedia ee B OXarky 1 3aTaliuia BHYTPb,
B TEIUIO.

— Jletouka, 4TO X Thl Oyaeb Tenephb AenaTb? — ycipiaia Janu.

Onu polIu BHYTPh MarasuHa, Xeyprepa KMBHYJIA Ha CTYJL.

— Cajuce, certuac cBapio kode. 3/1ech-T0 y MeHs U /bl He BOIUTCS. .. Tak 4To nociegHue napy
JHeW 51, CuuTai, Ha KopeHOM AUeTe, — CKazasia KeHIMHA U T0-BOEHHOMY IITUPOKUM II1aroM BBIIILIA.

JlaHu ocMoTpenach, ObICTPO HAIILIA Y CTEHBI 0OOrPEBAIOIIE MATKPUCTAIUIBI M, IOIBUHYB CTYJT
TyJa, BHITSHYJA K TETUTY 03sI0IIIUe CTYITHH.

«Enp1 y Hee Her, — Owyloch B BUCKax, — Hy HMYEro, s MOTEPIUTO. S K MPUBBIKIA TEpHETh,
MOTEPILTIO eI1le HEMHOTO».

[ToTom B momelieHre BIUIBLUT TYCTOM apoMaT CBEXKECBAPEHHOTO Kode, a clejoM U Xenbrepaa
C Mapoil KEpaMUUYECKUX KPYKEK.

— Hu xpomiku enpl, — 601po ckazajia oHa, — BOT TOJIbKO HECKOJIbKO KOH(ET HAIILIOCh.

Jlanu oOXBaTHIIa JIAJOHSMH FOPSTUYI0 KPYKKY, ClesIaja IIIOTOK OOKUTaIoIIe-TopsIero HaluTKa.

— Cnacu60, Xenbrepaa. Bol MeHsI TPOCTO CIIaCIIH.

— Jla 9TO yX, — *KEHIIMHA MeJIJIeHHO NpuXJieObIBaia CBOM Kode, a TOTOM MprKasaa:

— Jletouka, pacckasbiBail. I He cOBceM MOHMMAIO, IOYEMY ThI YIILJIA U3 JIOMa CBOETO MYXKa.
Anamap OblT OUeHb OOraThIM YEJIOBEKOM, ThI ObI BCIO )KU3Hb KaK B Macje Karauach.

— He nyxHO MHe Takoe MacJio, — Jlanu 3axpycTena KapaMesIbKOi 1 TIO4yBCTBOBaJIa Ce0s1 MOYTH
CUACT/INBOMU, — JEJI0 B TOM, YTO. ..

W pacckazana Bce, HaUMHAs C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK €Ba He YTOIUIa B BAHHOM.

— 4l He Xouy... 51 HE MOTY TyJa BEpHYThCs, MoHUMaeTe? C OIHOM CTOPOHBI, s IOHUMAIO, YTO MOSI
BHHA Ilepe] AnaMapoM. .. ee He UcKynuTh. Hukak u Hukorna. Ho sxxuth B oxkuaanuu, korna Heavu
B OYEPEHOM pa3 MIECHET HEHABUCTHIO, TOKE HE XOUETCSl.

— Ilonumaro, — mpoTsHy/a Xembrepna, — HeCYACTHBIA IBIIICHOYEK. .. DK TeOsl yropasauio.
Ho myOy-To Moriia u He OCTaBJISTh B OCOOHSIKE, MEXAy npounM. Mactep Anamap, aa rpeOyaer
OH B CBETe rocrofa Haimero BceOmaroro, Toraa oTBaIWII 32 Hee 1ieioe cocTosiHue. M Kombe Toxe
HEJICIIEBHIM OBLIO.

JlaHu TOJILKO TOJI0BOM 3aTpsicia.
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— Yro MHe 3Ta 11yda Tenepb, Koraa ero HeT? O, s Obl Bce OTAANA, JIUIIL ObI TOJBKO. ..

«OH ObLT KMB», — 3aKOHYIJIA TIPO ceOs1. VI cama ynuBHiIach TOMy, 4TO, HAUMHASICh CO CTpaxa U
60111, 3apOAMBIIIASICS IPUBSI3aHHOCTh OKA3aJ1ach CTOJb KPETKOM.

— INonumaro, — npoTsiHyna keHmuHa. OkuHyna JJaHu BHUMATEIbHBIM B3IJISIOM, — TaK YeM 5
MOTY TTOMOYb-TO?

— 4I... MHe... oueHb Hy)XHa pabota, Xenbrepaa, — npoirentaia JJaHu u onycTuia riasa, — s
MOHKMMAIO, YTO MPOIIy OYEHb MHOTO, HO. .. BBl €IMHCTBEHHAs, KTO MOXKET TIOMOYb.

Bouapuace Tskenasi, qaBsiasi TUIIAHA.

«Otkaxer», — peiuwia JlaHu ,u Ha qyIie cesanoch Tak FOpPbKO, YTO XOTb BOJIKOM BOA.

— Jla He Borpoc, — cka3ajia Xenbrepaa, — MHe Kak pa3 He nomernaer nomoiHuna. C mexamu
CTOJIKO BO3HHM, HA/IO MOCTOSIHHO CJIEAUTh, YTOOB apTeaKThl ObUTH 3apsiKeHbl, HE TO MOJb OyneTr
MPOBATb.

— Bb1.... BoI paBaa coryiacHbl? — JlJaHM BHE3AITHO OXpUILIA, — O, 51 Tak OnaronapHa! Bel He moxa-
neerte, KisiHych! {1 Benp. .. Bce ymero, Bce. U roToBUTH, 1 yOUpaTh.

Xenbrepsa OTCTaBIIIA B CTOPOHY KPYXKKY U UyTh 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYIACh.

— JKanko mue Tebs, netka. Trl MO BO3pacTy Kak Mosl JOUKA. .. TaK 4To...

— A Bama fouka... — JlaHu 3anHynace, NogyMaB BAPYT, 4TO XeJbrepia Morjia v oTepATh CBO-
ero peOeHKa, U CIparmBaTh 00 3TOM Jaxe HeTIPIIUIHO.

Xo3siiKa Mara3uHa MaxHyJia pyKou.

— Jla xkvBa OHa, *K1Ba, 3Ta cTepBb. Hariepana Ha poiHyI0 MaTh M yKaTuila C TEM XJIbILLOM, KaK
OUIIIb €ro TaM. ..

keksk

JlaHv IOKKMHYIa Mara3uH OJIMke K Beuepy W MOCIenia JOMOW. 3a CIIMHOM Kak OyATO KPbUTbS
BBIpOCIIU: XeJbrepia MmoxepTBoBasia el myoKy, a B KapMaH 3ToM ITyOKH BJIOXKUIIA CepeOpsHYI0 KPOHY
B KaYECTBE aBaHCA.

Topon Hayan oxuBarh K Beuepy. Ha ynauiiax mosiBUIMCH MepBbie MPOXOKHUE, KOE-KTO OTKPBLT
JaBKy, Tak 4to [laHu 3a0esxasia B OyJIOUHYIO U Ha MOJI-KPOHBI KyNuiia cede siOJ0UHBIN UPOT, 2 TOTOM
MOTpaTUIIa elle YeTBepTh Ha OYTHUTKY MOJIOKA.

«Hy BoT, — tyMana oHa, XpycTsl JIeAsTHBIM KPOILIEBOM, — Bce HajlaauTes. S Bce cmory. Cama.

U TyT %€ MeNbKHYJIa MBIC/Ib, YTO AJlamap MOT Obl € TOPAUTHCS — TaK, COBCEM UyTh-UYTb.

[TpuxumMasi K rpyau CBEPTOK C IPOLYKTAMH, OHA CKOPBIM I11aroM Nepecekia yJMIly U CBEpHYJIa
B Y3KHUH MTPOYJIOK, KOTOPbIN JOMKEH ObUT MPUBECTH ee K Tuionaau Bepumreneid. B xuBote ypuano, a
OT MaKeTa C MMPOroM MaxJIo TaK, YTO pOT ObLI MOJIOH CITIOHBI, HO JJaH! TBepIO pelinia, 9to JodepeTcs
10 JoMa M yke TaM ycTpouT cede mupinectBo. C yroeHueM BIbIXast apoMart CBEXeW BBIIIEUKU 1 TyB-
CTBYSI, KaK CJIeTKa KPyKUTCsI TOJIOBA, OHA MOYTH Oexasa Briepe], COBEpUICHHO He IJIs/1s 0 CTOPOHAM.

W uMeHHO MO3TOMY CJIMILIKOM IMO3/IHO 3aMeTHIa JIOBYIIKY.

OHa Tak ¥ He MOHsJIA, U3 KaKOU JIBIPbI, I IIeJTM BHIHBIPHYJIM B MPOYJIOK JBe TeHH. Torue,
00OpBaHHBIE U CKATSAIIAECS KaK CMEPTb.

Onu B35TUCH KaK OyATO HUOTKY/A, HO YK€ B CJIeyolllee MTHOBEHUE PEIIUTETbHO MPerparin
il MyTb.

— U xynma 3T0 cnemmT Takasi Ibllovka? — 3apikajl nepBbiid, U JJaHu, MTHOBEHHO MOKPBIBIIUCH
JeAsTHBIM TIOTOM. Bo pTy y Hero Bce 3yObl COBEpIIIEHHO THUJIBIE, YEPHBIE.

— HagepHoe, HeceT 6alyike MAPOKKK M TOPIIOYEK Maciia, — MPOTUBHO XUXUKHYJ BTOPOW,
CBUPETIO CBEPKHYB YEPHBIMHU TJIA3aAMH.

JlaHu 9y[0OM yBEpHYJIACh OT I'PS3HBIX PYK, pBaHyJa B MPOTHBOMOJIOXHYIO CTOPOHY, Ha3al, Ha
TUIONIAIb — HO TIOHSIA, UTO He ycreeT. Jlopora Hazaj yxke Obuta epekpbita. M Toxe aBoe, ofuH Me[-
JICHHO WJIET K Hel, a BTOPOM, OTPOMHBIN KaK Me/IBe/lb, IPUCTIOHIIICS CITMHOM K CTeHe ¥ 3yOOUMCTKOM
KOBBIPSIETCSI BO PTY.
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Horu MoMeHTanbHO czienaiuch BaTHBIMU. [JaHW OCTaHOBUJIACh, TOXKE MOTSATUIIACH, Pa3BOPAYH-
BasICh CITUHOM K JOMY U BbDKUAast. Tak yxe ObIBajio ¢ HEW. .. TOr/a, HAMHOTO paHblIlle, KOT/a Kl Ha
MOMOMKaX, 1 IMEHHO TIO3TOMY OHa OYE€Hb XOPOIIIO TOHUMAJIA, YTO HAJO0 YCKOMB3HYTh OT HUX. CTOUT
1aTh c1abuHY — M BCE, THI TPYI, U3YPOJOBAHHBIA TPYII, KOTOPBIH MOJMIIUS KOTa-HUOYIb Pa3bIIIeT
Y OTIIPABUT B OOIIYI0 MOTHJTY JJIsl HUIIHX.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa MaJIleHbKasl ¥ IIycTpasi. Ecm cHiibHO MOBE3eT, TO YBEpHETCsI, TPOIIMBIT-
HET MOJ] UX PYKaMH. ..

— LlpirieHOUeeeek, — MeuTaTesIbHO MPOTSHYJI TOT, C THIJIBIMU 3y0aMu, — aX, KaK JJOJITO sl MeuTasl
o Takoi nTuuke. CHUMAIA 11yOy, 1bIna.

«Tak jaxe Jyurie, — MeJIbKHYJIA MBIC]Tb, — Oy/IeT Mpolie OeraThb».

Jlanu BeIOpOCHIIA BIIEpe/l PyKH B IPUMHUPSIOIIEM JKECTe.

— Xoporo, xoporto. 3adupaiite. TombKO 1aiiTe MHE TPONTH.

Omna OBICTPO TOJIOKMIIA TTAKET C €101 Ha MEeP3JIyI0 3eMJII0, CKUHYJIA ITYOKY M, pa3MaxHYBIIKCh,
Opocuiia ee B CTOPOHY I'pabuTesIeH.

Te nepernsaHymuch. YepHOMIasblid MOAHSLIT 100bIUY, OBICTPO MOMIAPHIT IO KApMaHaM U JI0CTa
YEeTBEPTh KPOHBI.

— 9710 YTO, U BCe?

— Ily6a noporas. HaBepHsika y 9TOi MaJIbIIIKHU KOIIEJIEK Ha Mosice.

— Her Hukakoro koriesbka, — CyJOpPOXKHO CIJIOTHYB, OTBeTHIA [JaHu, — y MeHs OoJIbllie HUYero
Het. Otmycture, a?

Ee Hakpbuio crpaxom, HO oHa emie Ooponack. Hemb3st. HykHO ObITh CHJIBHON W JIOBKOW, U
TOJIBKO B 9TOM CJIy4yae OHa YHJIEeT )KUBOM.

— INoknagucrast MasbIIKa, — C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM 3aMETHJI TOT, Y KOTO THUJIbIE 3yObl, — JIFOOIIO
MOKJIAJUCTHIX KeHIMH. HO HaM AeHBI' Hy’KHBI, IIbITIA.

— ¥V MeHs Het Gorbliie ieHer! — BhIKpukHyna Jdanu, — Hudero 6osblie HeT!

OHM cHOBa NEpETISHYIUCD.

A Jlanu, ymyduB MOMEHT, OpOCHJIA B3IJISIIL B CTOPOHY TOTO, KOTOPBIN MOXOAWT Ha MeaBeasi. OH
BCE TaK K€ CTOsUI, PUCIOHUBIIMCH K CTEHE, M BCE TaK K€ KOBBIPSUICA B 3y0ax, Jejasi BUI, U4TO BCe
MIPOUCXOIAIIEEe ero He KacaeTcsl.

— Xa, 11pina, a Tl He Bpelib? Hamo tes oObICKaTh. . .

OHu Bce MOAXOAWIU U TIOAXOAUIIN, MEJJIEHHO, KpalyuucCh, CJIOBHO mIakasbl. [JaHu cxkayiach
MpYKUHOU. BOT OH, 3TOT MUT, ee NocaeJHUI IIaHC. . .

— Tl 1511, y HEe Ha 11ee LalKa.

— Ee Toxe 3a0epem. ..

— U xoneuxko.

[MrckHyB, OHA MOIHBIPHYJIA TIO MPOTSIHYTYIO PYKY M CO BCEX CHJI pBaHyJa TyAa, I1e MyTb yKe
ob11 cBoOOneH. Ilar. Ipyroii. [Tynbc rpoxoyeT B yinax, OTMepsisi MTHOBEHUSI.

.../ xecTkue pykH, MepexBaTHBIIKE MOMNEPeK TYJIOBUIIA.

Bce-Taku He cMorI1a, Ioranach.

— Otnyctute! — KpUKHYJIa OHa, HO U3 TOpJIa BBINOJ3 CIABJIEHHBIA XPUIL, — IOMOTMMUHUTE !

— Crnagkasi UBITIOYKA, — yXKACHBIE, OTBPATUTENbHbBIE PYKH IIAPWIIU TI0 TeIy, — MMMM, COYHAs
crnajkas mpinovka. KpuBoit, nepxu moOpskymky. [a, 1 KOJeuKo Halo CHSAT.

[eto oxro0 607bI0, ¥ U3 T71a3 OpbI3HYIHU ciie3bl. KynoH, KOTopbiid Kynuia Ajamap. ..

— Heeer! Otnai! Otnaii Heme1yieHHO!

W, pa3BepHYBIIUCH, MTPOMaxaia HOTTSMH TPSI3HYI0 (PU3HOHOMMIO.

— AX THI cyKa!

Ckyiy 0Xr1710 00110, TOJIOBA MOTHYJIACh, U HA MUT TIEpe/i I7Ia3aMU BCEe TTOMEPKJIO.

— Hy Bce, upima. $1 xotesn ObITh ¢ TOOOI HEKHBIM, HO yXKe He MOTyIUTCH.
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— Ilomorute! — mpoxpurniena [JaHu, TOHUMAs, YTO €€ yKe HUKTO He YCIIBIIIUT, & €CIIU U YCIIbl-
IIUT, TO TOYHO HE TIOMOXKET.

I'opoxanam ceituac He 10 Hee. VI monuius HaBepHsKa Jajeko.

CnHa OOJBHO ymapuiiachk o Jiel, JJaHu M3BEepHY/Iach YKOM, MOMOJ3Ja Ha JIOKTSX, TOJHUMA-
SICh. .. IPOKJIMHAS CBOIO ME/IJIUTENIBHOCTD, U 3TO JJIMHHOE TsDKeNoe Tuiathe. Ee AepHynu 3a MKUpKy,
CHOBA IIIBBIPHYJIM HA CITUHY.

— He tporaii MeHs1! — B3BU3rHYyJ1a OHA, [THYJIA HOTOM Hayraj, He risias. [lonoHok yTparui cBou
odepTaHusi, ObUT KakK IpsA3HOE MATHO. Pazyacs motok OpaHu, BUJATh MOMAajia XOPOIIIO.

JlaHu CHOBa MOJHSIACH HA YETBEPEHbKH, 3aTEM M BOBCE BHIITPSMMIIACH, HO €€ TYT e CXBATUJ
YEepHOIJIa3blid, OOIBHO CXKaJ IPYb.

— Cupiis, KpuBoii. .. 4 mocie te0st.

JlaHu pe3Kko 3aKMHYJIa TOJIOBY Ha3a, 3aThUIOK C XPYCTOM BPE3aJiCsl BO UTO-TO, U OAHAUT B3BBLT
HE CBOMM T0JIOCOM, ocaOuB XBaTKy. [laHM BBIBEpHYJIACh M3 €r0 PyK, HO ee CHOBa cxBaTwiu. OHa
BBIPBIBAJIACH U [1apaNiaiach, HO TOT, TPS3HBIN, C THUJIBIMU 3yOaMu, Terepb yke aepxait Kpenko. [Tpo-
IIeTTal Ha yX0, 00/1aBast CMpPaioM:

— Hy uro, komeuka, gqoderanacs? Bputa Obl OKJIAANUCTOM, MBI ObI C TOOOW MOBECENVINUCH U
OTITyCTWJIM. A Teneps. ..

N Janm onrytuiia, Kak K ropiy IMpukasnach XOJOAHAs CTallb.

Ilepen rnazamu Bce nomuielio. OHA OCO3HaBala, YTO UMEHHO C Hell ceilyac CeIaloT T OTMO-
PO3KH, HO HE MOTJIa POBHBIM CUETOM M3MEHUTh. Clie3bl TaK 1 OpBI3HY/IM U3 TJ1a3.

— He nago... noxanyiicra. ..

— A, BOT THI KaK Terepb 3arOBOPHJIA, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYJIA 32 CITUHOM.

N lanu novyyBcTBOBaJIA, KaK € 3aJUpaioT MOJ0N.

Cepate, ka3ayioch, HOAMPHITHYJIO K CaMOMY rOpi1y, BO PTY pa3iuics BKyc xkene3a. Cepas cTeHa
JI0Ma BHE3aITHO HaKPEHJIACh, PACILIBIBASICh, KaK OYITO OXBATHIBAs €. A MOTOM HAKATUIIO HEOBITHE.
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I'maBa 2. Ero BeanuyectBo Kceon

Cups 3a cTOI0M BEpXOBHOIO MHKBU3UTOPA, KCEOH NCTIBITBIBAJI HACTOJIBKO CJIOKHBIE M CMELIAH-
HbIE YyBCTBA, YTO MX MTPOCTO HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO 00JIeUb B CJIOBA.

OTToOro, 4To BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCH CIIMIIKOM YK JIETKO U OBICTPO, OCTAJIOCh JIETKOE, C TOpYalliM
IIPUBKYCOM, Pa304apOBaHUeE.

B03M0OXHO, IMEHHO JIETKOCTb MOOE/IBI ¥ ITPUTYITHIIA YYBCTBO TPHyM(a, KOTOPOE OH Obl JOJIKEH
ObLJT UCIIBITHIBATh, KOI/IA IIMPOKUM XKECTOM Ccrpe0 Ha MOJI KHUITbl JOKYMEHTOB.

Yero-To He xBataio. KceoH He MOT OHATb, YETo ke UMEHHO, HO 9TO 4yBCTBO HETIOJTHOTHI ObLIO
BSA3KUM, JIMIIKUM U HENIPUATHBIM, TSAHYJIOCh 32 HUM KJIEMKMMU HUTAMH, Oecriio. CHOBa M CHOBa OH
3aj1aBaJics BOIIPOCOM — Bee yaanoch. Thl kopoib. Tak yero tebe ere Hano?

Bo3moikHO, Bce ObL10 Obl I0-UHOMY, OCTaBb OH B )KMBBIX MarTHaca (Ha3bBaTh ITOr0 YeJoBeKa
OTIIOM YK€ TIPOCTO sI3bIK HE MOBOpavMBasics ). Torma HU3IOKEHHbBI KOPOJb OTIIPABUIICS Obl Ha OCT-
POB, B 3aMOK DHII, ¥ BOT OBl TOCMOTPETH Ha €T0 BHITSHYBILIYIOCS (PM3MOHOMHUIO U BBIITyYEHHBIE TJ1a3a.
VBbl. MexaHOM bl OBICTPO pacipaBHIIMCh C MATKOTEIBIMU JTI0bMU. Ha ToM nosmrone ocranock Kpo-
I1IEBO KOCTEN M OOPBIBKY IUIOTH, MOAM NONMH, TIe KTO.

A moxert ObITh, KceoHy He xBaTasio Aslamapa, OJI3aI0IIero Ha KOJIEHAX U MOJISILIETo O MOIIa/e.
JpaKkoHbs Jlana cMsla UHKBU3UTOPA, NIEPEJIOMAB KOCTH, U HaBEpHsAKa AJslamap MOTEpsUl CO3HAHKE
ele JO TOro, Kak 0co3Hasl nopaxenue. JKaib. XoTeaoch pacxoxoTarbes emy B IMLO. Thl, yOIOI0K,
AyMaJl, YTO JIMIIWI MeHsI cBoOoAbI? Tak ThI CHIIBHO OIIMOCH. . .

U TOIbKO BOPOX HEHYKHBIX TeTlepb OyMar Ha IoITy, pa3apakalolie-sspKhid CBET Mark prCTaJlIOB
Y HaBS3UMBBIN 3ar1aX OCEHHUX sI0JIOK ¥ KOCTPOB, KaK OyJTO CaMblid CHJIbHBII KOHTPOJIEP KOPOJIEBCTBA
BCE €ILE 3/1ECh. ..

— Bundepc! — rapknyn Kceon, — Buinge-e-e-epc!

VHKBU3MIIKSA BOCIIpUHSJIAa COOCTBEHHOE MOpakeHHe ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM. BepHee, He Tak. OHM
OBICTPO COOOPA3MIIM, YTO HEPA3YMHO MPOTHBOCTOSTH HOBOMY KOpommo. [TormOmmx npuaucinmm K
OYHTOBILMKAM U U3bSBUIN KeJIAaHUE CIIYKUTbh BEPOH M MpaBJOM, MPUCATHYB Ha BepHOCTb. KceoH
Ha3HAYMJI HOBBIM BEPXOBHBIM MHKBH3MTOPOM CaMoro ceds, a B TIOMOIIHUKH B351JT MOJIOJOTO Mara-
KOHTpOJIepa CpeJJHETO ypoBH:. BriOupai, mpucranpHO HaOmonas 3a Bceil 9ToM craeii BOpoHbs: Bu-
(depc nepxaincs 000COOIEHHO U KOIjia CMOTpesT Ha KOJIJIET, BpeMsi OT BpEMEHH TPEe3pUTEbHO KpH-
BUJICA, TaK, CJIOBHO BCE OHU EMY B IIOIMETKH HE TOAUJINCH.

«OH UX e[[Ba TEpNUT, — MOAYMAJIOCh TOT/a, — & 3HAYUT, OyJIeT BHUMATEIBHO CIIEUTh 32 BCEM
ITPOUCXOIALMM U JJOHOCUTH MHE>.

JIBepb B KaOMHET OECITyMHO OTBOPHUIIACH, U YIIOMSIHY ThIi Busihepc BO3HMK Ha opore rmogooHo
TeHr. OH OBbLT Xy/IBIM, JOJTOBSI3bIM M IMeJT KpaiiHe He30POBbIN IIBET JIMILIA, YTO B COBOKYITHOCTH C
3aCTHIBIIIMM Ha HEM KHUCJIBIM BBIPDAKEHUEM BbI3BIBAJIO OCKOMUHY. BCKJIOKOUEHHBIE U TOpYAILIKE HAIlO-
no0re BOPOHBETo THe3/a BOJIOCH IpuaaBaiy Bundepcey Bua cBUXHYBIErocst TeHus: OT Maruu. Bos-
MOXHO, IMEHHO TaK OHO U ObLIIO.

— Bame BenMueCcTBO, — OH CKJIOHWJT IOJIOBY BBIBEPEHHBIM JIBUKEHUEM, — £ K BalllUM YCIIyTaM.

Kceon nomnoxwn nagonu Ha croi. [To-npexHemMy B KaOMHETE eMy MepelUINCh 3araxy s0JIoK,
MAJIBIX JIACTBEB U KOCTPOB, M 3TO pa3fpaxayo, AEprajo HEBUAUMBIE, HO OYE€Hb UYBCTBUTEIIbHbIE
CTPYHBI T/Ie-TO IJTyOOKO BHYTpH.

Hy nouemy Anamap Hupc He Mor ucue3HyTh OecciieHo?

— Bundepc, — tsxeno npousHec KceoH, — 51 xouy, 4TOOBI 32 BpeMsi MOETO OTCYTCTBHS... 32
BpEMs1 MOETO IPUCYTCTBHSI BO IBOPLIE THI HABEJ MOPSIOK B OyMarax 1 OTYUTAIICS 00 UX COAEPKUMOM.

Mar KuBHYIL

— Byner caenano, Baie BEJIMYECTBO.
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— Bropoe, — Kceon B310XHYII, — s 1a10 BaM MeCSI Ha TO, YTOOBI Bbl OTJIOBUJIM ¥ TIPE/IAJIU OTHIO
BCEX TEX MEHTAJIMCTOB, KOTOPBIE BCE €lIle Pa3ry/IMBaloT Ha CBOOOJIE.

Bposu Bungepca 4yTh 3aMEeTHO JPOTHYJIM, U 3TO ObLJIO €AMHCTBEHHOE, YeM OH BBIJAJI CBOE
ynuBnienre. Kceon XMbIkHyI. Pasymeercsi, CTpaHHO CIIBIIIATH MOA0OHbIE BEH OT MEHTAIUCTA, TIPH-
OpaBIIIero K pyKam apMHUI0 MEXaHOUJIOB.

Ho Benp Bce Bnonue npeackaszyemo. K uemy koposmo Kceony konkypeHius?

[Mo 3T0ii MpUYKMHE 0XOTA 32 MEHTAJIMCTAMU MPONOIKUTCA. Y Bce OHM OTIIpaBATCS Ha KOCTep,
KaK U TOJIOKEHO TEMHBIM Maram.

— Te6s1 uTO-TO YIUBISET, IPyT MOM? — BKpaguuBo nporoBopui KceoH, He cBojis 171a3 ¢ UHKBU-
3UTODA.

Ho Buiidepce, eciu u 611 yIuBIIEH TAKUM IIOBOPOTOM COOBITHIA, HIUEM OoJibilie ceOst He BbIIaL.
Ero mmpokockysioe Juio Kak OyATo OKaMeHeJIo.

— Huuero, cup. Bee Oyner BITIONTHEHO, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO.

— Bor u cnnaBHO, — KceoH pactsiHyi ryObl B y/IbIOKE U OAHSIICS, — a TENepb 1 XKeJlalo OCMOTPETh
TIOPbMY MUHKBU3HUIHH.

Bposu Bundgepca cHOBa 4yTh 3aMETHO JPOTHYJIM, HO OH HUYEro He CKasajl, JIMIIb [ITyOOKO
MOKJIOHHJICSL.

WM He Hy)HO ObLIO UATH Jaieko. TiopbMa pacrosaranach 31ech ke, IITyOoKo noj (yHaaMeH-
TOM 3[IaHUsI, TI0 COCEJCTBY C JONPOCHBIMU M TIBITOYHBIMU. KCEOH HEBOJIBHO YCMEXHYJICS: BOT TaK,
BCE T0/1 PyKO#, 0YeHb yIOOHO.

3mech, B moa3eMebe, ObUI0 CyMpauHO M MPOXJIAAHO, M KaK OyATO caM BO3/AyX MPOMUTAJICS
Marvefl KOHTPOJISI: KOKY HEMPHUATHO MOKAIBIBAIO. A eciii Obl He apTedaKThl, KOTOpbIe OH HOCHJI, HE
CHUMas, 1107, OIEXI0i?

CrnoBHO yragas ero ounyuienusi, Buigepc nogai rosoc:

— Ve Hepaneko, Bame BeanmuecTBO. [1o OonmblioMy cueTy, TIoppMa IyCTYET, 3aHSTO JIUIIb
HECKOJIbKO Kamep.

— W ko Tam?

— Tpu menTanucra, cup. OoBwm HenaBHo. U ere ofHa AeBuIla U3 61aropogHbIX.

— Xopolio, uaeM cMoTpeTb, — KceoH MUMOX0I0M ITpoBeT MajibliaMu IO HIepIIaBOy, MPOHU-
3aHHOW Maruey crteHe. Pyka MOMEHTaIbHO 3a/ilepeBeHeNa, MPUIIIOCh Mapy pa3 BCTPSAXHYTh KUCTHIO,
YTOOBI COPOCHUTH UyKEPOTHYIO Maruio. — A 4To 3a JeBUIIA-TO?

Bundgepc nomomnuan. 3ateM 0TBETUII HEOXOTHO:

— Macrep Hupc npukazai ee mocaauTh B MOA3EMeNbe 3a TO, YTO OHA HATPaBHJIa CBOETO Kap-
MaHHOTO MEXaHOW/A Ha ero KeHy.

KceoH XMbIKHYIIL.

OxkaspIBaeTcsl, CIIyXH O KeHUThOE BEPXOBHOTO MHKBU3UTOPA OKA3aJ1ach MPaBIOH.

A ecnu Anamap yriek B TIOI3eMeJibe IeBaxy, MOKYCHBIIYIOCS Ha €0 CYNpyry, 3HAYMT. .. ObUIO
B HEW YTO-TO, B 9TOM HEBEIOMOW keHe MHKBU3MTOpa? Heuro Takoe, yeM MPOHUKCS COBEPIIEHHO
COpeHIMBIINI THKBU3ZUTOP?

B nymie MeayieHHO TOQHUMAIIO TOJIOBY JIIOOOIBITCTBO, OOJIE3HEHHOE, HE3T0POBOE.

Uem eriie MOKHO YHU3UTH OBEPKeHHOT0 Bpara? ToibKo MPUCBOUTD TO, YTO OBUIO MY JOPOTO.

— Ckaxu, Bundepc, a ol Buzen ee? Hy, skeny macrepa Hupca? — ocTopoxHO MOMHTEpECOBaJICS
Kceon.

— Her, Bame BennvectBo. OH ee HUKOMY M3 HAac He MOKasbBasl. OIHAKO, €e BUACIH C HUM
BO /1Bop1ie. ['0BOpSAIT, MOJIO/IeHbKast U XOpOIIeHbKasi, HO COBepIeHHO Oe3ponHasi. ['oBopsT, macTep
Hwupc cBOI0 KpOBB C IpsA3bI0 CMeIIall.

— Hy, pa3 cmemman, 3Ha4uT OBUIO pajy 4ero, — XMbIKHYT KceoH u 3amomyant.

A 1po ceOst OTMETHJI, UTO HaJ0 Obl MOBEJIETh BIOBYIIKE SIBUTHCS KO JBOPY M MOCMOTPETh HA
Hee Oosiee BHUMATENBHO. JIbep 9T0, KOHEUHO, BPsI[I JIU IOHPABUTCSI, HY J]a HarjieBaThb. JIbep — KOPoHy,
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a emy, Kceony, paBoputky B mocresnb, 4ToObl rpeiia o HouyaMm. Hy a To, 4to 31O XeHa Ajamapa,
OyzieT moaorpeBarh erie OOJbIIE.

Onu 1oOpammch 10 IIMHHOTO KOPUIOPA, TOHYIIETO B BA3KOM KMPHOM Mpake. Busdepc B3
C MOJIKM JIaMITy C Mark pucTaJuIOM BHYTPH Y TIOSICHIT:

— MeHTasiCThI 10 TPaByIo PyKy, cUp. A JeBKa MO JIEBYIO.

— K temueiimemy MeHTaMCTOB, — OypKHY/T KceoH, — s yke OOBSICHWII, YTO C HUMU HYKHO
cnenath. [Toka3eiBail 1eBky. Kto ona BooOIIe?

— DBepcH, brsiHka DBepcu.

— D70 Xe JpeBHeMIIask CeMbsi, pa3Be HET?

— a, BecbMa, — cornacuiics Busndepc GeciiBeTHO.

— U, Tem He MeHee, Aamap TIOCMeNT 3aCauTh €€ Clofia. .. JIIOOOMBITHO, JTIOOOIBITHO. . .

A MBICIII BHOBb BEPHYJIMCh K eHe MHKBU3UTOPA. HeyKTo HaCTONBKO OKa3ajiach XOpoIla, YTo
Anamap 13-3a Hee Tak 00OIIEJICS ¢ BHICOKOPOIHOW JIEBHILIEH ?

HagepHoe, 1 ipaBzia Xopoiiia, HO OH BCE 9TO BBISICHUT YyTh MO3/IHEE.

A ceituac. ..

Bundepc ocraHoBUIICA Y IIMPOKOI KeJIE€3HOU ABEPH, TPOHYTOM P:KaBUMHOM, U 3a3BEHEI KJTIO-
Yamu, OTCTeruBasi ux ot nosica. Kceon npuciymarncs. 3-3a aBepu He TOHOCHUIIOCH HY 3BYKa, U 3aKpa-
JIOCh COMHEHHE — MOKET, [ToMepJia IeBaxa, He BblepkaB MpeObIBaHUsI B XOJIOAHOM TO3eMebe?

[oTom pa3pasicsi CKpHIl TUIOXO CMa3aHHBIX MeTesb, CBET MarkpHUCTaljia BIXBATUII IIMPOKUI
TPEYTroJbHUK M3 TYCTOr0 Mpaka Kamephl. B 3ToM cepeOpucToM, Tak MOXOXeM Ha JIyHHBIH, CBETe
MEeJIbKHYJIO OJie/THOe TIATHO, Kak OyATO TIaThe.

— TI'ocnioxa DBepcu, — no3Ban Busidepe, — M3BOMIbTE MPEKJIOHUTD KOJIEHA TIepes] KOpOoJieM.

TuivHa.

A TIOTOM COBEpITIEHHO OECIIOMOIIHBIN, IETCKUI BCXJIHIIL.

— Ilepen koposiem? — TOHKMI TOJOCOK JIPOXaJl, — CaM KOPOJIb MPUIIES BbI3BOJUTbh MEHSI
orciona?

— Ycrokoiitech, AUTS Moe, — ckazan KceoH, — sl JeCTBUTENIBHO BCEM CEPALIEM XKeJIalo BbI3BO-
uth Bac. [lomoriaure Ommke.

CHoBa THIIMHA, MpayHasi, rHeTymas. KceoH mepenepHyscs: eMy BAPYT IMpPHUIILIA B TOJIOBY
MBICJIb O TOM, YTO 3TO U He BhsiHKa DBepcu ¢ HUM T'OBOPUT, a ee OecTesIeCHbII MPU3PaK, B TO BpeMs
KaK KOCTOYKH CaMoOy BbsIHKM yke 0OrIaablBalOT KPBICHL.

Uro-To 3amtypIiano B TEMHOTE, a IOTOM Ha CBET IIarHyjia COBceM oHas AeBymka. [llarnyma —
U TYT K€ yraJia Ha KOJICHH, CBETJIbIe BOJIOCHI TSIKEJION BOJTHOM PACCHIMAJIHCH T10 TUICUaM.

— Bame Benmnuectso. ..

- Hy Ke, MUWJIOE AUTHA, IOJHUMUTECH.

OH NpUNoIHSIT NaTblIAMU €€ Y3KUI TOIO0POAOK, YOpasl C JIMIA CITyTaHHbIE BOJIOCHI.

BrstHka DBepcu Obl1a MPeXopoIIeHbKOH, CJIOBHO ioporas (papdoposas kykoska. OIHU OrpoM-
HbIE CBETJIbIC IV1a3a B MYIIMCTHIX PECHUIIAX Yero cromd. KceoH Tyt ke moobernan cede 00s13aTeIbHO
YIEJUTh OOOIIbIIE BHUMAHMSI STUM IJIa3aM IPU CBETE JIHsI, YTOOBI pACCMOTPETh MX UCTUHHBIN 1IBET.

— Bcebnarmit, — mpodopmoTan oH, — s cMOTpIo, MacTep Hupc oKkoHYaTenbHO JMIHICS pac-
CyKa, CJI 3a1ep B MOA3EMEITbe CTOJIb COBEPIIEHHYIO KPACOTY.

Branka ot 3THX C/I0B IMOHUKIJIA, Y3KUEC IIJICUUKHU OITYCTUIINCD.

— A tze... mactep Hupc? — cipocuia efiBa CIbIIIIHO.

— OH ymep, — otBeTiJ1 KceoH, — paBHO Kak M €ro BeJmdyecTBo MatTtuac.

B3FHHII Branke HEAOBEPYMBO METHYJICA BBEPX, U HA HC)KHOM, HO I'PA3HOM JIMYUKE BAPYT pac-
I[BeJIa COBEPIIIEHHO HEYMECTHAsI, XUIIIHASI YJIbIOKA.

— Ymep? — nepecripocuia OHa XPHILIO, — HO Kak ke. ..

— T'oBop#T, BB HE 0CO0O0 KAJIOBAJHM €0 XeHy, — yeMexHyJcst KceoH.

— He oco60, — cormnacumnacek oHa, — MPOCTUTE. .. MHE TSIKEJIO TOBOPUTH 000 BCEM 3TOM.
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— Tak 51 1 He 3acTaBJIsIl0 Bac FOBOPUTH ceituac, goporas bbsHka. Ceiluac Bbl IOJHUMUTECH C
HaMU U3 3TOTO *KYTKOrO MECTa, BaC OTBE3YT JOMOM, K pOIUTEsIM. A TOTOM s Ky Bac BO JBOPIIE.
Hy xe, nogHuMaiTecs. ..

OH 1of1an e pyKy, ¥ OHa BIETUJIACH B JIAJIOHb TaK, YTO JIaxe onapanayia. Hortu y BesHku oka-
3JIMCh BECbMa JKECTKUMU U OCTPhIMU. KCeoH momMopIuscs, HO HUUero He ckasajl. B KoHIle KOHIIOB,
ceMbsi DBepcH Bceraa Obuia Mpeana ero oTiy. .. Ternepb 3Tu oau OyayT O0rorBopuTh ero, Kceona,
3a BO3BpallleHUe JOUYepH.

Ho Bce xe He ynepxaiicsi, CHpocuJi, Belisi BbsIHKY 10 JIeCTHHIIE HAaBEPX:

— U kak Bam xeHa mactepa Hupca?

— BecrioponHas cydka, — mpodopmoTasia GnaropojHas JeBuiia IBepcH, — Oid, TPOCTUTE, Ballie
BeJIMUecTBO. 51 XoTena ckazarh, mpocToBara. Ho JIMIMKO cMa3MBOe, MyKYMHBI TAKUX JTIOOST.

Kceon ynpionysics B nomympak. CTaHOBIIIOCH Bce MHTEpPeCHee U MHTepeCcHee.

OH 00s13aTeIbHO IOCMOTPHT Ha KEHYIIKY AJlamapa, a IOTOM PEIUT, YTO C Hel JeJIaTh IaJibIlie.

... Korma monzemernbsi 3akOHUWIINCH, U B TJIa3a OpPBI3HYJT MATKHMIA JHEBHOW CBeT, BbsHKa He
BhIZIepKasia M pa3pbigasiack. OHa 1iakaia Tak 6e3yTeniHo, yto Kceon mpuoOHsIT ee 3a B3/IparnBaio-
I[He TUICUYMKH, JIETOHBKO MTPUTSHYI K ceOe. ['0JIoBKa AeBYIKY KaK-TO OYeHb €CTECTBEHHO JIeria eMy
Ha Ipy/ib, TOHKUE MaJIbYUKH BLIETWIIUCH B CIOPTYK.

— 0-0-0, — ipocToHasa BesiHKA, — ... IPOCTUTE. .. BCE €Ile He BepI0. .. MHE Ka3aJioch, YTO OH
CTHOUT MEHSI TaM.

— Ho ero Het 6omplie, — 3ameTi1 KceoH, MeIIeHHO OTCTPaHSISCh.

JocTas u3 KapmMaHa TUIaTOK ¢ TepOOM KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbU, MSATKO MPOMOKHYJT BbsiHKE Clie3bl.
['ma3a y Hee ObLIM YyJIECHBIE — YUCTOTO M I'YCTOT'O rOTyOoro IIBETa, HY MPOCTO AparolieHHbIe Tonassl. U
JIMYUKO, CefYac MOKpacHeBIlee, C MPOJIETIIMMU JI0POKKAMHU OT CJie3, TOXE OPOAUCTOEe, aKKYpaTHOE.
[Moxamny¥, naxe CIUIIKOM aKKypaTHOE, JIMIIIEHHOE KaKOW-IMOO0 HeTTPaBUIBHOCTH.

BbsiHKa CyIOpOXKHO MpHKasiach TyOaMu K ero pyke.

— Barre BenmmuectBo. .. crracu0o0. .. IT0 TaKOE CYaCThe, OKa3aThcd Ha CBOOOIE.

«Eme 6b1», — momyman Kceow.

B 3TOM OH OBUT IOJTHOCTHIO cortaceH ¢ brsgukoi. TolbKO BOT €ro cyacThe BCe €ellle Ka3aaoch
HETIOJTHBIM, He XBaTaJI0 Yero-To OUeHb BAXXHOTO. A MOXET, HA0OOPOT, OH cJesial OOJIbIIIE, YeM Clie-
JoBajio?

B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOHIIE KOpUI0pa MOSIBUJIOCH €I1le O/IHO JIeHCTBYIoIIee JiuIo, repror Cawu-
BaH, Kotoporo KceoH Ha3Haum1 MUHUCTPOM TailHOU MOJTULIMU.

Pazonerthiii kak narivH, CayTMBaH Ka3ajics COBEPIIEHHO HEYMECTHBIM B 3TUX MPayHBIX CTe-
Hax. Emy Obl Ha Oanmax OnMMCTaTh, Ja JKEHIMH cCOONMa3HsTh. [J15/1 Ha TO, KAKUM YTOHYEHHBIM J[BU-
JKEHHEM TepIIOT TIOJHOCUT K JIMITY IMPOITUTAHHBIN yXaMu HOCOBOM IIaTOYeK, KceoH nake HauMHa
COMHEBAThCS B TOM, a HyXHBI JIn CaJlyTMBaHy KeHIIUHBI. Bripoyem, 3Ta CTOpOHA KWU3HU TOIAHHBIX
OblJIa eMy MaJIOMHTEPECHA, KyJ]a UHTePECHEH ObLIO COBCEM JIPYTroe.

— Bundepc, mo3adotsrech 0 JeBYIIKE, — KOPOTKO MPUKa3a OH.

He otkazai cebe B yIOBOJIBCTBUM CKOJIL3HYTh JIAJJOHSIMU 10 HEpBHOM criviHe BhsIHKH, OIIyTUTh
KUBOE, Tperienlyliee Moj najibliaMu TerJIo ee Teja, a MoToM Moiies HaBcTpedy CautuBany.

— I'epuor.

— Barne BennuecTBo.

[NokJioH, BEIBEpEHHBIN O Melloyeld. PacuThiii cepeOpoM CIOPTYK 3aurpajl Ha CBETy COTHSAMU
KPOILIEYHBIX COJHII.

— BBl npuium JA0I0KUTH O TOM, UTO BCE CHEIAHO?

— Ha, Bame BenndectBo. Bee, Kak Bbl pUKa3aiy.

— OH... conportuBsics? — Bce ke crpocust KceoH, X0Tb 1 ObLIO 10 OONBIIOMY CUETy Hariie-
BarTh.

CajuBaH Mpe3pUTeTbHO XMBIKHYJL.
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— MyX4uHBI COTPOTUBIIAIOTCSA, CUP. A 3TO... CJIIOKHO JAXKE YEJOBEKOM Ha3BaTh.

— OmmuHo, omimyHO, — Kceon notep yagonu. Bee 1o o miaxy.

keksk

Korna paswsipennas JIbep BopBasiack B pabounii kabuHet, Kceon Obu1 roToB K pasropopy. OH
TrieperyieN MaIblbl PYyK U ONepcst Ha HUX mogdopoakoM. OTMeT1, 4To nprdecka JIbep coBepIIeHHO
HENPWINYHO pacTpenanach, HIEKM pacKpacHEIMUCh U IJ1a3a cBepKaioT. Takoi, XOTh Ha MUT, HO yTpa-
THBIIIEW caMooO/IaJjaHue, OHa €My MTOYTH HPaBUJIACh.

MarneHbKHid KylauoK OOPYIIIICS Ha CTOJICITHUILY, JIbep HaBHC/Ia HA/l HUM, TSKENO MepeBOjIs
apixanue. OT Hee MO-TPekHEMY TaxJIo JIETOM U IIBETaMU, a OJJHA ITyTOBKa Ha BOPOTE ObLIa KOKETINBO
paccrersyra.

— Tot uto TBOpMILIBL?!! — pHIKHY/IA OHA, HAIIPOYb OTMETAsI BCE OUAPOBAHUE MOMEHTA.

B camom fene, oH ouemMy-To MOCTOSIHHO 3a0bIBAET, UTO MEpejl HUM He KpachBasi, TOKOpPHAs 1
MOJIAT/IMBAs KEHIIIMHA, & UTHKBU3UTOP B I00Ke, [1a ellle U C OTr0-TO KaKUMH XKeJIe3HBIMU SHAIIAMHU.

U rnazom He MoprHyB, KceoH Terio yisiOHyIIcs pUHIiecce.

— Hoporasi, 4To CIyumsioch?

T'onoc JIbep BMHT CKaTUIICA A0 XPHUILIOTO MIENOTA.

— AX, THI ellie U JeJaellb BUj, YTO 3TO HE TBOUX PYK Ae0?

Kceon noxan ruiedamu. bpocuit B35 Ha ABEpU — UX YK€ aKKYPaTHO MPUKPBLIN C TOW CTO-
POHBI, KaK OH U MPUKa3bIBaJL.

— He nmonumato, o 4em Thl, — IpOMYpIIBIKaJI OH, OTKPOBEHHO J00OYsCh JIbep.

[puHIIECca, KOHEYHO, Topsiyasi M HEOOBbEe3KEeHHas, HO BCe paBHO KpacuBas. Ml 3Tu po3oBbie
MyXJible TYObl, KOTOPbIE OHA TaK COOJIA3HUTEIIHHO KYCaeT, ¥ CBeT/Iast, 0e3 MaJeHIlero n3bsHa, Koxa.
Kceon Bapyr nmpezcTaBmi cede, Kak 3apblBAaeTCs MAIbI[AMU B €€ TUIAMEHEIOITYIO T'PUBY, 3aIIPOKUAbIBAS
T'OJIOBY, U CJIM3BIBAET BKYC JIeTa C OeJI0i HesKHOM KOokH Ha ropiie. OOpa3 Moy Yrsics HaCTOJIBKO SIPKUM,
YTO OH HEBOJIHHO Toep3a B Kpecie. [liTenpHoe Bo3aep:KaHue AaBajio o cede 3HaTh.

— He morumaer on! — JIbe cepauTo nokasa ryosl, ¥ BHIILTIOHYJIA CJIEIOM, — TOKTOp MebXoapM
yout! Xouenb cKka3aTh, UTO ThI 3/iech He mpH yeM ? [Tonpodyii, yoeau meHst! O, Kakoi *ke Thl TOJJOHOK,
Kceon... Cuenka nomkHa Obl1a ObITh YeCTHOM !

— INoroau, — oH BeIOpavicst u3-3a cTona. beITh HUKe JIbep He HPaBUJIOCh, XOTEIOCh CMOTPETh Ha
Hee CBEpXY, — MOXET, OOBSICHUIIB XOTs Obl, 4To Tipoucxonut? JIo Toro, Kak mepexoauTh K OCKOpO-
JICHUSIM KOPOJisi?

JIbep cBepkHyna razamu. Ee pyku OblH ckaThl B Ky/naku, 1 KceoH mogymai, 4to BOT cefiuac
OHa Ha HEero ¥ HAOPOCUTCSI, TIHITASICH BBIIApAIIATh I71a3a, Hy WJIH YTO €IIe TaM JKEHIIUHBI JTI0OSIT 1e1aTh.
Bokpyr Jlbep BoHaMM pacxoauiach spocTb, OH MUMOXOIOM TMOAyMaJl, YTO BOT ee Obl Ha Onaroe
AeNo... A OHa BO3MYILAEeTCsl THOENIBIO YITBIPS TaK, CIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO OTI[A POIHOTO MOTEpsiIa.

— 3apesan! Y 6opnens! — 310 npommnena JIbep, misas B 11aza.

— Hy Ttak u 4ro? Bo3MOXHO, KTO-TO U3 KJIMEHTOB NpUpeBHOBaN, — KCeoH crapascs roBOpUTh
CIIOKOMHO, HO YK€ XOTeJIOCh cMesAThCs. [IpencraBienye noinyyanoch MUKAPHbIM.

— Jlypy u3 MeHs He Jenai, a? — OHa MOJIOIUIA MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO, JIbIIIaja Tsxkesno, — Meib-
XOJIbMY Hevero ObLIo enath B 6opaene! OH BOoOIIe K KEHIIMHAM HUKOI/IA He IPUTParuBajcs.

BepositHO, KCceoH HeJocTaTOuHO XOPOIIIO BIaAeT COOO0M, MOTOMY UTO JIbep 3710 YXMBLITbHYJIAC.

— O, J1a THl He 3HAJI ITOTO... KOIja MOAChUIAN YOUMI, KOrja MPUKa3bBal MOAOPOCUTH TEJIO
ommke K mumoxam! [la, MenbxonbsM mo0na ManbuukoB. VI oH HUKoOrga Obl IOOPOBOJIBHO K Oade He
nogomelt! 1 Tel, THI. ..

— Tbl MOXeIIb TOBOPUTH YTO YTOIHO, HO s HE COOMpaioch OpaTh Ha ceOsl BUHY 3a TO, Yero He
coepLal, — cyxo orBeTHi1 KceoH, 37151ch Ha TO, UTO OHa €ro Bee e pasrajaia, — a ¥ OTOM, pa3 YK
MenbXobM MPeAroYnTall MaJbYUKOB, Te0E-TO UTO C ero cMepTH?
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JIbep BCKMHYNAch. B CBET/IBIX XpU30MPA30BBIX I7a3ax IJIECKAlach TakKas kKrydas HEHaBUCTb,
yro KCEOH MouTH OIIyTHII, KaK 3TOT s MIPOCAYMBAETCS CKBO3b KOXKY M KHCJIOTOM pacTeKaercs 1o
BeHaM. Ero niepenepHyiio.

— OH ObUT MOUM yYHTENIeM, — TUXO U BKPaJUYMBO cKazaa JIbep, — MOUM JIyUIlIUM yUHUTEJIEM.
Bripouem, TeOe He TIOHATS. .. [la ¥ He B 3ToM jieso. Uto TH cede mo3Bossenis? Mbl Bellb JOroBapH-
BaJIUCh. ..

— MBbI 10roBapuBajIMCh O TOM, YTO Thl CTAHEIIb KOPOJIeBou, — oOopBai ee KceoH, — 1 Mbl He
JOTOBAPUBAIIMCH O TOM, YTO s1 Oy/y TEpIeTh PsiioM ¢ COOOM YIIBIpsi, KOTOPBIM KOIaeTcsi B MEepTBe-
YHHE, ¥ 37I0pOBSKa, KOTOPBIH MPHUBHIK TeOs1 Tpaxath. [IprBbIKail K TOMY, YTO KOPOJIb HE JI0JKEH OBbITh
POTOHOCIIEM.

JIbep ckana YemocTH ¢ TaKOM CHIION, 4To 3yObl 3ackpexeranu. [loGnenHena, KpOBb pa3zoM
OTJIIJIA OT €€ IIIeK.

— Thl... — BBIIOXHYNA, — 1A KaK THI... cMeellb?! !

— 41 xopoub, 51 Bce cMmelo.

U tyT JIbep copBasiack. OHa pe3ko 3amaxHysiach, HoO KceoH nepexBartui TOHKYIO PyKY, C CUJION
3aBell 3a CIIUHY, 3aBajiBast JIbep JMIIOM Ha KOPOJIEBCKUI MUChbMEHHBIN CTOJI.

— Ilyctu! — B3BMJIach OHa, yXUTpWIACh MHYTh MO KOJEHKY, U TyT KceoHa okoHYaTenbHO
noesio. Ilepen miazamu CJIOBHO IUIECHYJIM ajiod Kpackoil. OH elie CUiIbHee 3aJI0MWII Ha3ajl pyKy
JIbep, y:xe HaMepeHHO MPUIKHSISI 00JIb, HABAJIMJICS CBOMM BECOM, IIeMya Ha yXo:

— [pumia mopa paccraBuTh BCe TIO MecTaMm, MpHHIecca. 31ech s1 — Koponib. Y MHe periars,
ObITH 1 TeOe KoponeBoil. Vnu He Tebe. Vnu erie Komy-HUOYIb. . .

— Tsl o6emman, — mpoxpuriena oHa, — oTiycT HemeuieHHo! [1an Teos. . .

— CMOTpH, ¢ HIM Be/Ib TOKE MOXKET YTO-HUOY/Ib IJIOXOE CITYUUThCS, — OH YCMEXHYJICS, — BCE 9TO
BpeMsl Thl He TPOSIBJISIA TOCTATOUYHOTO TIOUTEHHUsI K MOel MOHapIeit ocode, iesa CBOM UHTPUKKH
y MeHs 3a cniuHoi. Hacrano BpeMs rokasath Te0e, KTO Thl €CTh Ha CaMOM JieJie, M KaKOBa TBOSI POJIb
31IECh.

— He cwmeii, — ronoc JIbep 3a3BeHen, — He cMel Ko MHe Tipukacarbcs, ypon! [Ha s yxe cro pa3
roxaresa, 9To He caaia Teds oTity, TaM, B ABHCHM!

Kceon paccmesiicst. Ero Besno ot oryieHus ropsiaero Tesia psjioM, OT OCO3HAHUs, UTO UX pas-
AeNsieT TONbKO OfIekaa, ¥ uTo JIbep MOMHOCTBIO B ero Biactu. [lomHocThio!

— Tebs1 Hao HaKa3aTh, — TOJIOC CAEGNAJICS XPUILIBIM, KaXKIO€ CIOBO Iaparnaio HEOOo, — 5 Xouy
MIOKOPHYIO KOpoJsieBy, JIbep. 7KeHiuHy, Kotopast OyleT jenarh To, UTo 51 BeJlio, a He MHTPUTOBATh 32
Moei crinHou. U 51 TeOst Hay4dy ObITh TOKOPHOM, TTIOBEPb.

— Nnu B xomy, KceoH, — orpbeI3Hysach oHa.

Ho B rosnoce 6b11 cTpax. KceoH nMpUKycHT TOHKYI0 MOUKY yXa, TOUTPal SI3bIKOM C MaJIeHbKOM
30JI0TOW CEPEKKOM.

— He cwmeii! — B3BU3rHYy1a OHA, — HE. ..

— Tl ke Xouelb ObITh KOPOJIEBOM, — OH pacCMesiyICs, — a BefIb ObITh KOPOJIEBOW 3HAUUT ObITh
MOEM JKeHOU U poxkarh MHe JieTeld. Pa3Be Het?

CB0OOIHON PYKOM OH CXBaTWJI €€ 32 BOJIOCHI M JIETOHBKO MPWJIOKUJ JIUIIOM O cTol. JIbep
BCKPHKHYJIa, BCE €llle THITasiCh BHIPBaThCsl. KCeoH mprkall ee CBOUM TeJIoM, OBICTPO OIJISIZIEINCS, HO
KaK HazJio B KabuHeTe He ObUIO POBHBIM CUETOM HUYETro, YeM MOXKHO ObUIO OBl CBSI3aTh HEHACIe[-
HYI0 IIpUHIIecCy. B3 3auenuics 3a XJIbICT, TOT CaMblil OTLIOBCKUI XJIBICT, KOTOPbIM KOPOJIb JIYITHJI
MEXaHOW/IOB, a 320JHO ¥ COOCTBEHHOT'O CTapIIIEro ChIHA.

— 51 TeGs1 Hay4y ObITH MOKOPHOM, — Mpoxpurnen KceoH.

He pazxumasi masplieB, OH 3a BOJOCH TMOATANIMJ XPHITAIIYI0, BCXJMMbIBaIylo JIbep K
IMBaHy, MIBBIPHYJI €€ JIMLIOM BHU3 U OIHUM JIBHKEHHEM pa30pBajl HA CIIMHE I1JIaThe.

— Heeeer! — B3BbUIA OHA.
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Kaxercsi, moHsIa HAaKOHEIl, YTO IIYTKU 3aKOHUYMIUCh, U YTO MMEET JIEJIO C KOPOJIeM, a He C
MaJTBYHIIIKON, KOTOPBIH OyZIET TePIETh €€ BBIXOIKH.

XJIBICT ynoOHO Jier B pyKy. KopoTkuil cBHCT BO3/1yXa — U 1O OEJIOCHEKHOM CITUHE MpOoJieriia
Oarpoas mnosocka. U ere.

On nponomxkan aepxars JIbep 3a 111€e10, BKUMasi ToJI0BY B OAyIKy. OHa BCKpUKHMBaJIa B roJioc,
Aeprajach BceM TesioM Nof ynapamu. KceoH u Oui-To Jasieko He B MOJHYIO CUITY, TaK, IPOYYHUTb. . .
a KOXa y IIPUHIIECChI 0Ka3aJ1ach CIUIIKOM HEKHOM, CIIMIIIKOM TOHKOM.

— XBatuT ¢ Te0s, — BBIIOXHYJI OH, OTOpachiBasi XJIbICT, — MIOKA MSTh YAAPOB, YTOOBI IOHUMAJIA,
YTO MOXHO TOBOPHUTb KOPOJIIO, & YTO — HET.

OHa ¢ TpyZ10M NOBEpHYJIa I'0JIOBY, CO CBUCTOM BbIJJOXHYJIA!

— Kakoii ke Thl yOITosioK. .. 4T00 Thl COX !

— Buaumo, maso, — nogbiToskua KceoH.

[oTsHyCA K XJBICTY, HO 3aTeM octaHoBwmiics. [Ipuciymmancs k cede.

Tenepp, I1s15 Ha OOHAXEHHYIO ¥ MICUEPKAHHYIO KPOBOTOYAIIIMMHU TTOJIOCAMH CIIMHY, XOTEJIOCh
yxe apyroro. U, He BUsisl K TOMY HUKaKHX MPEMSITCTBUI, OH PEIIUTENILHO NepeBepHyI JIbep Ha crivHy
1 3ajapain eil mogon. OT BUa ee UCKYCAaHHBIX B KPOBb T'y0 M 3allJTaKaHHBIX IJIa3 B OpUIKax CTaJio
HEBBIHOCHMO TecHO. KceoH nepHyI1 criepei KOpCeT, 3aTeM HIKHIOI COPOYKY, OOHaxkasi COBEpIIICH-
HOU (POPMBI TPY/b.

JIbep mMonyaiia, MeJIKO Jpoxkasa BCEM TeJIOM U Mosyaia. TolbKo HEHaBUCTh BO B3MJISJE, OT
KOTOPOH eltie OOobIle XOUeTCs B35Th, 3aKJIEHMHTh 3TY HEMOKOPHYIO M CBOCHPABHYIO JKCHIIVHY.

— Tbl noHs1a, Kak ceOst BeCTU? — MPOIIETNTal OH, 3aBOPOXKEHHO TSI HA PO30Bble OYCUHKHU
COCKOB.

Ona Monmyana, BblKMTrasi HA HEM KJIEMMO OJITHUM TOJIbKO B3IJISIIOM.

— He capiy otsera. — I1lenkoBble MaHTaIOHBl pa30PBAIUCH C pa3paxkalolie-rpOMKIM Tpec-
KOM.

JIbep HHMuero He ckazana. 1o meke BHU3 MOTEKJIA Karuisl KPOBH U3 MTPOKYIIIEHHOM T'yOBI.

— XenmuHa nomkHa ObITh TOKOPHOH, JIbep, — moyyarorie 3ametun Keeon, paccreruBasi 6pu-
JUKU, — MOKOPHOM. Thl MOHUMaeIIb, YTO 3HAUUT 3TO ¢JI0BO? Momuutib? Toxke HerIoxo.

Omna Obl1a COBEPIICHHO CYXOH U Y3KOW, HO B 3TOM TOXe Oblla HeMasias JIOJs YAOBOJIbCTBUS.
ITokopsats, noqunHATh. [IocTaBUTH HA MECTO.

JIbep nexarna nox HUM HETIOIBUKHO, KaK HeKMBast, M He pas3ikaa ry0, Koria OH CIM3bIBAN C HUX
COJIOHOBATYIO KpoBb. JIbep Momyasa, Korja oH ¢ Cuiiol BOMBAJICS B Hee, Jefiasi CBOSH, YHIKasl, 1aBs
NOCJIeJHAE KPOXH FOPIOCTH HEHACIeIHOM MpUHIecchl. M He u3gaia Hu 3ByKa, KOT/Ia OH, 33/IbIXasiCh
Y XPUIISl OT OCTPOTO YAOBOJILCTBUS, PUIABUI €€ CBOUM TEJIOM.

— 4 xody, 4TOOBI THl 3aIIOMHMJIA 3TOT YPOK, — HAKOHEI| CKa3aj OH, NMPUBOAS B TMOPSIOK
ofiexk Ly, — UM K ceOe, BcTpeTumcs 3a yxkuHoM. U 3anomun. Twl 3neck He goma. U To, cTaHems
ThI KOPOJIEBOM, TTOJTHOCTBIO 3aBUCUT OT MOEH Ha TO BOJIH.

JIbep HUUEro He OTBETWIIA, U OT STOTO €€ MOJTYAHHMsI BHE3AIMHO HAKATHJI TOIIHOTBOPHBIN, JIHII-
KHH yXac. BHyTpeHHOCTH CXaJTUCh B JIEASTHON KOM, BO PTY CHEJaI0Ch IIPUTOPHO-CIIAIKO.

«Jla 4TO CO MHOW?» — OH TIepeIepHYJI TUIEYaMH.

B camom gere.

Emme on 6a0b1 He Gosiicsl.

— Vlau, — noBTOpWII OH, He miAns Ha JIbep.

Omna GecrryMHO MOJHSJIACh C AMBaHA, OfIEpHYJIa MO0 U, Kak ObUIa, ¢ MCXJIECTAHHOW CITMHOM,
BBIIILIA TIPOYb.

«Hano 6b1 u [llana yopars, — mogyman Kceon, ycaxupasich 0OpaTHO B KPeciio, — a elle Xopo-
I11ero Jiekapst Hajgo. Bee-Taku He3aueM MOPTUTH TaKyI0 KPACUBYIO CITHHY».

¥V Kceona Obl1 Ha MpUMeETE OIUH OYEHb OJAPEHHBIN JIeKaphb.
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Ho Bot 6ena, Kceon He OblT yBepeH B €ro JIOSJIBHOCTH CITYCTS TSTh JIET TIOCIIe ONpe/eIeHHbIX
COOBITHT.

skkook

DnbBYHA MPHUBE3NH K 00e/1y, KOraa Ha KOPOJIEBCKUI MUCbMEHHBINA CTON yKe ObLT BOIPYXKEH
cepeOpsIHBIN MOJHOC, @ TaM — U3SIIIHBIEe KaHare ¢ BETYMHOMW U OJIMBKAaMHU, CBIPbI BCEX TIOPOJ] M MaCTeM,
KaKMe TOJIbKO MPOU3BOAMIIMCH B KOPOJIEBCTBE, MOMYIPO3pAYHbIe IOMTUKH BSJICHOTO MsICa, UCXOMsI-
IIIUA apOMaTHBIM COKOM CTeWK. BeHuana Bce 3TO BenmKosenue OyThUIKa KPACHOTO IPrepericKoro
JECATUIIETHEN BBIIEPKKHU.

ITo sTuKeTy HyXHO ObLTIO 00enaTh B BobImoi roctuHOM, HO KceoH, ¢ HacnakJeHueM BHITATH-
Basi HOTW Ha My(QUKe, B KOTOPBII pa3 MOBTOPUI ceOe, YTO OH — KOPOJIb, M BOJIEH MOCTYIATh TaK, KaK
yno6Ho. U mieBaThb, 4TO TaM MO STOMY MOBOAY HAIKMCAHO B KHHUTE JABOPIIOBOTO STHKETA.

OH miecHy1 cebe BUHA, BIOXHYJI CBEXHI, HEMHOTO TEPIIKMI apoMar, KOTOpbIi BOOpas B ce0si 1
JKapKue JIHU I0KHBIX OCTPOBOB, U KOJIKUI BETEP, UTO JYeT C 3aCHEKEHHBIX TOPHBIX BEPIIIVH, U 3aMaxu
9K30THYECKUX I[BETOB, UTO IIBETYT TOJBKO AYIIIHBIMU HOUAMH.

B 310T MOMeEHT B KaOWHET BBeaM DnbBrHA JlaBepHa.

Kceon ¢ uHTEpecomM mocMoTpes Ha OBIBILIETO MPHUSTENS U CAMOTO BEPHOTO MOCIeJOBaTeNs 1
caesai OOJBbIION TIIOTOK. DPrepeickoe CKOIb3HYJI0 BHU3 O NIUIIEBO/Y, OCTAaBUB BO PTY MOCJIEBKYCHE
JKapKoro Jjera u uBeroB. [Ipsamo kak Jlbep.

— Barte Benm4ecTBo, — DIbBUH OTBECHJI IIIYOOKUIA MOKJIOH TIO BCEM IPABUIIAM, — 51 CYACTIIUB
MO3PaBUTh BAC C HAYAJIOM IpasieHus. [la Oyaer OHO JOJITUM U CTIPaBEJBbBIM.

Kceon eme pa3 omisgaen myxuuny. Bech Bu JlaBepHa roBOpii 0 TOM, 4TO Jiejia y HEro moJ-
HOCTBIO HAJIQIMJINCh: IOpOras OfIekAa, U3sIIHasI OyJaBKa C KPYIMHbBIM OpHJUIMAHTOM BKOJIOTA B KPY-
kKeBHOE ka0, 1a ¥ caM OH KakK OYyJTO TOJIKO 4TO OT Kyadepa.

— Canuck, DnbpBUH, — 0TOpOcKB (hopMabHOCTH, cka3asl KceoH, — s Toxke paj 1edst BUIETh B
no6pom 3apaBuu. Ceiyac Thl BRINIAIUING Ky/a JIydllle, 4YeM B 3aMKe DHII.

OH B3s11 BTOpo# OOKaJ1, HATMJI BUHA U TIPOTSHYJ TOMY, KTO paHbliie ObLT BEPHBIM JIPYTOM.

Kewm on Gyner terieps? BoT Beap Bompoc. ..

Mexy TeM DIbBUH MPUCET Ha Kpail Kpecia, B3sJ1 O0Kas, TOCMOTpPEN CKBO3b BUHO HA CBET.

— Dprepeiickoe?

— Pasymeercs. [Tomumib, Mbl Bellb €ro BMecTe Muiii, — KceoHn JooposkenaTebHO YIbIOHYIICS, —
TeOs1, BBIXO/IUT, OTITYCTUJIM M3 3aMKa DHII Cpasy ke, Kak s coexan?

DNbBUH NPUTYOWIT U3 CBOETO OOKajia, TOCMOTPEI 331yMUHBO.

— [Nouemy cripammBaete, Baie BeudecTBo? Bel Bep 1 6e3 Toro Bee 3Haete. HaBepHsika Besib
9TO OBLIO MEPBBIM, YeM Bbl 3aMHTEPECOBAIIHUCS. . .

Kceon B3su1 KaHare, 3aTeM MOIBUHY.T OO0 K DJIbBHHY.

— Vromatica. 1 kak tebe... OBITH aT€HTOM MHKBU3ULIAN?

[Mo nuy JlaBepHa ckosb3Hyna efpa 3ameTHast TeHb. OH OfHUM OOJIBIIMM TJIOTKOM OCYIIIHT
OOKaJI, TOKPYTHII B TIAJIBIIAX XPYCTATBHYIO BUTYIO HOXKY, U OTBETHJI, HE TJISI/ISI B JIUIIO.

— V MeHs, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, TOraa ObUT BHIOOP: JIMOO JIajibIlie THUTH B TIOPbME, JIMOO ClieNaTh
BUJI, UTO corjiaciics. BrpoyeM, JTMYHO BaM He ObLIO HUKAKOTO Bpeda OT TOro, 4to s1 paboTan Ha
MHKBU3UIMIO. Tak 4TO HE CTOUT MeHsl yIIpeKaTh B TOM, UTO sI IPOMEHSUT BOHIOUYIO KJIETKY Ha Ooree-
MeHee MpUeMJIeMble YCIIOBUSI KU3HU.

— Ilonnmaro, — npotsny Kceon.

Emy oueHb xotenoch JoBepsATh DabBUHY. Benb JlaBepH OblT OTHUM M3 HEMHOTHX, YTO BCEra
nopaepxkuBan ero, Kceona, unen. Jlaxe Ty, 61axHylo, O paBeHCTBE MEXaHOU/IOB U JIOJEH, KOTOpast
ObL1a MpUAyMaJia CIeIUATBHO 7151 TAKMX BOT BOCTOPKEHHBIX MEUTATENIeH C TOPSYMM CEPALIEM U IOJT-
HBIM OTCYTCTBHMEM MO3TOB. DJIbBUH TOraa 03 0cOOBIX pa3ayMUi MOIIeN 32 HUM, PUKPBIBAJI CITUHY.
Ho He moBe310, morasicsi B KOrTUCTHIS JIalibl THKBU3HUIIHU.
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— Twl mo-nipexknemMy npenan MHe? — cripociit KceoH, — BUIMIIB JI. .. TBOE COTPYIHHUYECTBO C
MHKBU3UIKEN. .. MOXKeT, Terepb ThI MoJaraelib, 4To 5 BO BCeM ObLT HerpaB?

— MblI BeJjb TOBOPHJIH C BAMU B 3aMKe DHII, — DIIbBUH B3sLJT IOMTHUK ChIPA, — €I1Ie TOT/Ia s CKa3asl
BaM, YTO HE M3MEHIJI CBOEH TOUKH 3pEHHs HA MUPOYCTPOMCTBO. M Tenepb, Korna Bbl CTaIM KOPOJIeM
Pexmm, 51 Oyny HaziesiTbesl Ha TO, YTO MEXAHOM/IBI TIEPECTAHYT OBITh OECCIIOBECHBIMU PabaMH, U UTO,
KOJIb CKOPO MBI IA€M MM KM3Hb M CO3HAHUE, Mbl 0OSI3aHBI 1aTh UM M CBOOOIY BHIOOpA.

Kceon HeBonbHO yipiOHYIICS. Bee-Taku HeT HUYero Jiydlie, 4eM MpeJaHHblid Te0e UIUOT.

— DT0 POMBOMIET He cpa3y, — 3aMETUJT OH, — HEOOXOIUMO, YTOOBI Hapoy, Pexiim OblT TOTOB K
stomy. Hy 1 motom, Hy)kHO OyieT JaTh MEXaHOMIaM MECTO, rie Obl OHU MOIJIA kUTh. Ha 3TO TOXe
noTpeOyeTcsi BpeMsl.

B romy6six r1a3ax DipBrHA O1ecTeNl UICKPEHHU BOCTOPT.

— Pasm aT0rO 51 rOTOB Ha MHOTOE, Ballle BETMYECTBO, — IPOOOPMOTAIT OH, — MHE XOUYETCs, YUTOOBI
Bbl MHE BepiiiH. [la, st ObLJT areHTOM MHKBU3ULIUH, HO B JYIIIE. ..

— Hammm pymm teMHBI gaxe AJ1s1 HAC camMux, — ckaszan KceoH, pasnmBasi BUHO MO OOKasiam, —
JIaBail BbIMbEM, MO TMpeIlaHHbIN JIPYT, 32 HOBBIE JIeJIa U 3a 3aBEpIIIEHUE CTapPbIX.

Dpreperickoe Tauio B cede BCIO MPesiecThb 0KHBIX Hovel, 1 KceoH moimait cebst Ha ToM, 4TO
HETIO3BOJIMTENILHO Pa3MsIK M pacciabuiicsi. A BOT DIbBUH — HA00OPOT, CUEN MPSAMO, MPEaHHO
3arIsiIBIBAII B IJ1a3a, HO BMecTe ¢ TeM KceoH Tak v He Mor ObITh YBEpEeHHBIM B TOM, 4TO JlaBepH B
CaMOM JieJie TO-TIPeKHEMY KakKAET CBOOOIB MEXaHOUJAM.

ITO X KaKUM JypakoM Haio ObITh, YTOOB! BEPUTh B TAKHE CKA3KH?

JlaBepH ke MPOW3BOIMI BIIEUATIICHHE YeJIOBEKA HETITYIIOrO.

MoxeT ObITh, TO3HAKOMHUTD €T0 C APCEHAIIOM MHKBHU3HILIMK U BeJCHUEM J01poca?

Kceon 3agymascs. Jla, KOHEYHO, DIIbBUHA MOXHO CKPYTHTh, k€Ub €r0 KaJeHBIM XKeJIe30M U
KJIEII]aMU BHITSIHYTb TpaBy. Ho mocie 3Toro — eciim OH BCe-Taku ceiyac rOBOPUT MPABIY — CIIOKHO
OyleT BECTH peub O JIOSUTbHOCTH.

U 1yt Kceony npwuiiia B rojloBy 3aMedatelibHast UIes.

—Tocnymait, DnpBUH, — CKa3ajl OH, — JO MeHsI AOIIUIM CIIyXH, 4To MacTep Hupc ycren skeHUThCst
10 TOTO, KaK CJIy4aiiHO MOruod Ha MOJUTOHE.

— [Ha, 310 Tak, — JIaBepH cep:kaHHO KUBHY.IL.

— 51 xouy yBUIETh Ty KEHIIMHY, YTO YXUTPUJIACh TUICHUTh HAIIETO MHKBU3UTOPA.

B rnazax DnbpBUHA CKOJB3HYJIO CTPAHHOE BBIpaKEHHE, KOTOPOE CIMIIKOM YX TOXOOWIO Ha
XOJIOHYIO, PACUETIMBYIO HEHABHCTb.

— 41 yxe mob6wiBan B ocobHsike Mactepa Hupca. Booa nponasna 6ecciemno. Ipucnyra comach
C HOT, Pa3bICKMBas ee 1o ropoay. Bo3aMokHO, ee yke HeT Cpe/iu KUBbIX, — OTBEeTUI JIaBepH.

- XM...

Brixonuno kak-to He oyeHb xopomo. Tonsko Kceon 3agymarcs o ToMm, 4To HEIIIoxo Obl yTe-
IIUTH BAOBYIIKY, KaK OHAa B3AyMaJla UCUE3HYTh, a MOXET, U BOBCe yMepeTh. [IoBOpOT CiokeT OKa-
3aJicsl BECbMa HEOXHU/IAaHHBIM.

— Bo3MoxkHO, el mpocTo ObIIO Kyaa MouTu? — 3aayMunBo ipousHec KceoH, — BO3MOKHO, OHa
MPOCTO HE XOTeNa OCTaBaThCs B IOMe, Iie BCe el HaroMuHaso o mactepe Hupce.

— 41 He 3Hal0, BaIlle BEJIMYECTBO, — DIIBBUH BCE TaK K€ MPEIaHHO CMOTpEN B IJla3a, U HA TeHU
COMHEHHMSI HE MEJIbKHYJIO Ha ero JIUIIE.

— Tak y3Hait, nqpyxwuine. Ecmm Tol xouelb, 4ToObl s JOBepsUT TeOe Kak Mpexne, Halliu MHe
BI0BY Mactepa Hupca. JInbo npenocraBb HEOCIIOPUMBIE JOKA3ATEIbCTBA €€ CMEPTH.

Emy nokasanoch, 4To DIIbBUH B3IPOTHYIL.

Heyxenu 3HaeT 4To-TO Takoe, O YeM He KeJIaeT TOBOPHUTH?

W HeyxTo Terneph HET HU €AMHOM yIIN, KOMY MOXHO OBbLJIO OBl JOBEPUTHCS ?
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— 1 BBITIONHIO Ballle MOpyYeHUE, — TBEPHO CKa3all Mar, — s lIepeBepHy ropoj] BBEpX THOM, U
ecu keHa Aslamapa Hupca mMepTBa, TO mpeiocTasio ee Tesio. B mpoTUBHOM ciiyyae, Bbl IIOJTy4YUTe
€€ JKMBOW U HEBPEAUMOI.

— W roToBO#1 CITy KHUTH CBOEMY KOPOJTIO0. XOPOIIIO, DIbBUH, 5 OYy KAaTh. A Terieph, IpyKHIIE,
ecThb 7151 TeO0s1 padboTa. Buaumib m, Hata OyayIiast KoposieBa MoBpeansia CiuHy. .. Hago Osl ome-
YUTb. ..

DNbBUH BCKOYMJT HA HOTH, OTIPABHII CIOPTYK.

— 4 roroB, Baille BeJIM4ECTBO!

Kceon npuiiypuics.

JlaBepH BBITJISI/IEN CJMIIKOM TMPEJaHHBIM, CIMIIKOM 4ecTHBIM. .. CrmmmkoM. M 310 HE MOIJIo
HE HACTOPaXUBaTh.

C apyroii CTOpOHBI, €C/Ii OH U TIpaB/ia PasbillieT KeHy Ajamapa, Ja elle W MPUTALUT ee BO
JBOpeEII, 3TO OYJIET TOBOPUTH O TOM, UTO OH He ObLI CIUIITKOM Mpe/iaH BEPXOBHOMY MHKBU3UTODPY, pa3
Y& OTHAaeT MUJIYIO XKEHYIIIKY B JIalbl 3aKJISTOMY Bpary.

...INotom, Kora DapBUH yAATWICS B IOKOU JIbep, OH 10Iro MepuJI iaramu kaduneT. Crokoii-
CTBUS B JyIlle He ObUIO, XOTh TPECHU, M 9TO HEB3UPAsl HA TO, YTO BCE MJET XOPOIIIO.

Jla erie DMpBUH HATIOMHWIT PO TU Oe3yMHbIC UIeN JaTh MEXaHOUAM CBOOOY . ..

Korma mpuaymMsiBain Bce 3T0, U B MBICJISIX He OBLIO, YTO KTO-TO MOAXBATHT caMy UACI0 TPH-
PaBHATH JIIOJIEH U MU Ke CO3JIaHHBIX TBapei. Ho, BRIXOAUT, MOPOU 3epHa Maaiv B TUIOAOPOIHYIO
MOYBY U JIaBaJI BCXOJBI — MPUMEPHO, Kak B ciaydae ¢ JlaBepHom. Beap MMEHHO TIOSTOMY TETUTENb
MIPUKPBIBAJT CIIMHY CBOEMY TPUHITY TIATH JIeT Ha3aJl, UMEHHO TMOTOMY, 4To Bepwt: KceoH nedercs o
HECUYACTHBIX TBApSX.

«[mynoctu xakue, — nomyman KceoH, — HO Be/lb C STHM MPUIETCS YTO-TO JIEIATh».

JlyieBHOe paBHOBECHE YJIeTYUIJIOCh OKOHUYATeIbHO. Teneph HakaThIBaJIO OSIIEHCTBO, XOIO/-
Hoe, Oe3bICX0oHOe. XOTeI0Ch YTO-HUOYIb Pa3OuTh, CJIOMATh, PacTONTaTh. BHE3aHO CTAIO AYIIHO,
Kak OyJITO ¥ TOT POCKOIITHBINA KOPOJIEBCKHIA KAOMHET OBbLT BCETO JIUIIL OYepeTHOM TIopbMoi. M Kak
Oy/ATO HE M3MEHMJIOCh HUYErO: CriepBa 3aTBOPHUK BO JIBOPIIE, IOTOM — B 3aMKe JHII, U CHOBA BO
ABODIIE.

Kceon Boipyrasics.

Hano yro-to nenars. ..

OH B34J1 CO CTOMIA MAarKPUCTaJIT B 2)KyPHOM KOBAaHOW KOP3MHOUYKE ¥ BUXPEM BBUIECTEI U3 KaOu-
HeTa. 3a HUM ITPUCTPOMIICs ObLIO rBapyeetl, Ho KceoH Ui pykoi MaxHyJ I — MOJI, CTOM IJIe CTOUIIIb,
caMm 0OOWIyCh.

OH BbIIIEN HA OOKOBYIO JIECTHHUILY, YCTJIAHHYIO CUHEN KOBPOBOM JIOPOKKOM, U MOCTIEIINT BHU3.
BHu3, BHU3 1 BHU3.

Ha nepBoM ypoBHe mojBaia KOBpPOBbIe JOPOKKH 3aKOHUYMIIMCh. Korga crpowmu aBopeir, BO3-
BeJIM ero MOBepX Ka3eMaToB APEBHETO 3aMKa, KOTOPBIN MPUHAIJICKA YyTh JIA HE aliXu U ObLT pa3-
PYILEH 3eMJIETPSICEHHEM.

Clona He IPOHUKAJ CBET. 3/1eCh OBLJIO TEMHO U XOJIOAHO, a CTeHBI, Ka3aJIoCh, IO CHX MOp OTpa-
JKAIOT CTOHBI 3aMYyUYCHHBIX Y3HUKOB.

Kceon nognst noBsiire hoHAPh U TIOIIE IaJIbIIe, HAlPsKeHHO BCIYIIUBASICh B PEJKUE 3BYKU
Kanaoriet Bojbl. [Tynbc Oyxan B BUCKaX, ¥ BMECTE C TeM CEep/lle 3aMHUPasio B CJIAKOM MPEIBKYIIe-
HUM.

HakoHerr oH ocTaHOBWIICS Tiepe/i HU3KOHM JIBEphIO, 3allepTod CHapyku Ha 3acoB. [loBecwmi
(oHapk Ha KPIOK, 3aTeM OTOIBUHYJI 3aCJIOHKY CMOTPOBOTO OKOHIIa. BHyTpu KceoH He yBuaen Huvero,
KpOMe KPOMEITHOTO, JI0 TOITHOTHI, MpakKa.

— DI, — cKazaj rpOMKO, — ThI ellle He ¢10X ?

TuimmHa B OTBET. A TIOTOM — €/1Ba CJIBIIIIMMBIN 3BYK, HIKPAOHYIIO KeJIe30M M0 KaMHIO.
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— 7KuB, 3HaumuT, — yIOBIETBOPEHHO 3amMeTui KceoH, — a s1 TyT oOycTpousics Bo aBopie. [Jan
3aJaHue pa3biCKaTh TBOIO keHy. Hajo ke yTenmrh BIOBYIIKY.

CHoBa tummHa. Kceon naske apixaHue 3atanji, B HAJEK/IE PacCbIIIaTh XOTh YTO-TO.

OH uCTIBITaN CUIIBHOE JKEeJIaHUE TIOHSITh 3aCOB, BOUTH B KaMepy W OTBECTH JIyIIly, MlepesioMaB
Y3HUKY Te pedpa, 4TO OCTAIUCH 1IeTbIMHU.

Bripouem, KceoH 3Hau1, 4To CKOpo KOCcTH cpacTyTes. [1o mepumMeTpy Kamepsl ObUTH IIEIPO pa3-
JIO;KEeHBbl apTedakThl, U3rOTOBJIEHHbIE MeNbX0IbMOM, U OHM-TO MEJIEHHO MCLEJSUIM M3JI0MaHHOE
TeJIO.

Tak 1 He 10X JaBIIMCh OTBETa, KCeoH ckazan B TEMHOTY:

— Omna OBICTPO HAWZET yTElIeHHe, Aaxe He cOMHeBaricsi. Heyxkenu Tbl ;yMaelib, 4TO OHa MOIJIa
OOUTH. .. TeOsA? Bpoch, KTO MOXET MOMOOUTh TaKOe YyHOBHIINE, KaK Th? A f... TIOXaIyid, MOXET
CIIy4UThCs, UTO 51 OyIy B €e BKYyce.

UYro-To cnabo 3BSIKHYJIO BO Mpake, U KceoH He caepkai TOpKECTBYIOIIEH YIbIOKH.

Anamap Hupc npekpacHO Bce CIbIIIaj, 1 HaBEpHSIKA CTOJb jKe MPEKPACHO OCO3HABAJI BCIO Oe3-
HAaJIe)KHOCTb CBOETO MOJIOKEHHUS.

I'naBa 3. KpbicuHbIi KOPOJIb

Ona HeBeCOMO MOKaYMBaIach Ha MATKUX, MIEMYyIMX BoHaX. Ee meuieHHo Hecna 6ombiiast 1
CTIOKOMHAsI peKa, N3 TEMHOTHI M HEOBITHSI — B TaKYIO e HEMPOIJISAHYIO TEMEHb, TPOMAXIIyIO CHIPHIMU
IIKypaMH, IBIMOM M MIpUTOpeBIIed nuiieil. YTo-To oIy TUMO NMPUIABUIIO €€ CBEpXY, OOJIbIIIoe, Tel-
noe, msirkoe. [1o Teny mpornuia Apoxb, 1 6eCnamMmsATCTBO OKOHYATEIbHO OTCTYNUJIO, Aeprasi B pa3Hble
CTOPOHBI 3aHABEC U BHIIIIBBIPUBAsI B TAK M HE OKOHUMBIIIAICS KOIIIMAp.

Borus 3acTpsin B ropie. besymHo maps B3misigoM Bo Mpake, JJaHu ¢ TpyIoM pasriisiaena Hu3-
KHI MTOTOJIOK, TEMHYIO, 3aKOITYEHHYIO CTeHY U OJIeJHbIN, TOHYIINIA B TEMHOTE OTOHEK MarkpHcTasuia,
HaKpPbITBIN CBEPXY TPAIKOM.

Ona momapuia pykamu BOKpYT ceOsi, ajiblbl BCTpeyaan Mex. Takoe BrieuatsieHue, 4To OHa
Jexana cpeau 1ryo u myooit ke yKpbiTas.

«[ne xe a7 BceOnaruii, TOMBKO HE Y HUX... TOJBKO HE C HUMH. ..»

I'opozckue KpeIChl yTalmiaM ee B cBoe JJoropo. HaBepHska W3HaCUIOBaJIM, a IOTOM pELLIIH,
YTO MOKHO 3a0aBJISTHCS U Jajiblie. [JaHu Mpuciymmanack K COOCTBEHHOMY TeJly — HU4ero He 0oJ1erno.
Hurne. 3Haumsio v 310, YTO OHU PEIIMIM TIOJOX/AaTh, MOKA JJAKOMBIN KYCOUYEK MPHUJET B UyBCTBO?

Oma 10 KpoBH 3aKycHJyia ry0y, 4ToObl HE 320paTh OT HAKATHUBIIIETO yKaca, JUKOTO, JKUBOTHOTO.
UYro c Heli Tenieps Oyner?

«He xouy... He xouyyyyyy!»

Janu BApyT 3amMepsia. 3arno3/1aio MpUIUIO MOHUMAaHKUE, YTO PSIIOM KTO-TO JBIIIUT, CIIOKOHHO
u pazmepenHo. Ctapasich He JieNlaTh pe3KUX JBMKEHUH, OHAa TIOBEpHYJIACh K UCTOUYHUKY 3ByKa. He
pazo0paTh ObUIO, KTO TaM, HO 3TOT «KTO-TO» OBLT OU4eHb OJIM3KO. A MOTOM... To Tskenoe, 9To MmpH-
JaBJIMBAJIO €€ CBEepXY, IeBeIbHYIOCh. Pyka! BeeOnaruii, qa 910 ke orpomHasi, Tskenas pyduiia!

JlaHu B3BU3rHYJA U, B3OPBIKHYB, CKaTuiIach Ha 1oji. Ee ocTaBiwim B OAHOW HUKHEW COpOUKE,
MOHATHO, J1s1 4ero. Bce MbIciu Kya-To pa3oM JIeIUCh, OCTAJICS TOJIbKO CTpax, MEP3KUi, JIMIIAIOIINN
CUJIBL, IIApaNaloNfiA BHYTPEHHOCTH JIEASTHBIMHA KOT'TSIMU.

Cpenu 1IKyp 3aBOpOYAIOCh HEYTO OTPOMHOE.

[Nepen rna3aMu cHOBa 3aMelNbKasia cepast TPSIKa MPUOSKAIOIIErocst 0OMOpPOKa.

Onepetbest 0 cTeHy. .. TONBKO Mofasblile, emie Aaible. . .

— Kakoro TeMHOro? — B TUIIIMHE pacCKaTUCTBIN OAC yAApUII [0 YIIIaM TaK, YTO 3aXOTEIOCh 3aKaTh
uX.

Jla u BoOOI1Ie, OTTIOXHYTh, OCJIETTHYTh, YMEPETh. .. JIMIb OBl TOIBKO HE TO, [T YEero ee cioaa
MIPUTAIIWIIH.

3antypuiajo, 3aeBeInIoCh BO MpaKe, a B CJIELYIOIINI MUT C MAark pucTajljia CAEPHY/IU TOKPOB.
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Jlanu 3a0bL1a, Kak Jgpimarh. CyIopoXHO XBaTasi pPTOM JIyHIHBINA BO3[yX, OHA CMOTpesa — U He
MOTIJIa OTBECTH B3IVIS/Ia — OT TOTO, KakK C JIOKa C BOPOXOM LIKYP MEUIEHHO IOTHUMAETCS] MYKUMHA.

Ero o6pa3, moxoxe, HAMEpTBO BIeUaTaJICs B COZHAHHUE: OTPOMHBIN, COCTOSIINN U3 OTHUX OyT-
psuxcst MyckysoB. [Iupokast rpyap, TycTo nmopociiasi YepHbIMH Kyp4YaBbIMHU BOsocaMu. Bekiioko-
YeHHasi KOpOoTKasi 00poaa, U Takue ke CITyTaHHbIe BOJIOCHI, U3-TIOJI KOTOPBIX yrpoxarolie OnecTsT
TEMHbIE I71a3a.

Camoe yxacHoe, OH ObUT B OTHUX OpUIKaX, U BOT OHU-TO OY€Hb KPACHOPEUNBO OOPUCOBBIBAIIH
KaX[IbIiA JJIOMM €ro MOIIHBIX Oeniep. BoipasuTtenbHast BHITYKJIOCTb ITMPHUHKH JOBOJIBHO KPACHOPEUHBO
HaMeKaJa Ha TO, 4ero Obl eMy Ha JaHHBI MOMEHT XOTEJIOCh.

«YMepeTb, — IOPKOM PIOKOI MEJIbKHYJIa MBIC/b, — JIyUIlle CIOXHYTh. BOT 1151 yero s 31ech».

Heckonbko MrHOBeHMIA OH MOT4Ya B3upasl Ha JlaHu, a MOTOM B3IOXHYI, ycesics 0OpaTHO Ha
KpOBaTh M MOXJIONAJ PsIOM C COOOH JIaJJOHBIO.

— Wnu ciona.

— H-ner. Jlyume yoeiite, — OHa 3aMOTaj1a TOJIOBOM.

My>xurHa ellie pa3 B3I0XHYJ, TPSXHYJI TOJIOBOM, OTOpAchIBasi Ha3a/l CIIyTAHHYIO IEBEJOpY, 1
Jlanu ero y3Hasa. To OH ObLT TaM, B MPOYJIKE, KOTJa HA Hee HalaJu.

— lypouka, — cka3ai oH, — 51 Tebst He TpoHy, He Oorics. Ha Tebst cMOTpeTh kajiko, He TO YTO
Mpe/1aBaThCsl PafOCTsIM JTIOOBH.

—3-3a4eM ... 3[ech? — CJI0Ba C XPUIIOM BBINIOJI3AIM U3 TOPJIa, U IBIIATH ObLJIO HEBOOOPA3UMO
TSIKEJIO.

— 3auem? — OH MOXaJ [JIeYaMH, — 51 K TOBOPIO, MHE TeOs KaTKO cTasio. OTOrHAJI CBOMX KPBICST.
A TbI ObUIA TaKasl HEMOABIIKHAS, TaKast XOJIOJHASI, YTO MPHUIIUIOCH TeOs TPETh.

Hlanu ¢ comHeHreM nocMorpesna Ha Measeas. [lotom Ha Bopox mikyp. Heyxenu npasay roeo-
put? 3aTeM Bce K€ BbIIOXHYJIA:

— 41... He Bepo BaM. KpBIChI HUKOTO HE KAJIEIOT.

OH B371epHYJT IIUPOKYIO OPOBb.

— Oryero xe? TeGe BOT moesJo.

— W 910 % BBI, y CBOMX JIPYKKOB TAaKOM JIAKOMBII KYCOK OTHSUIU? — OHA TOPBKO YJIBIOHYNIACh.

— Bo-niepBbiX, — MeBEIb YXMbUIbHYJICSI, — OHU MHE He JIPY’KKH. A BO-BTOPBIX, 5 MHOTO Yero
Mory ce0e MO3BOIUTD, IBITUIEHOUEK. Thl Jake He MpeICTaBIsellb, HACKOIBKO OKa3aaach Be3yUeu.

Hanu BroxHyna norayo:xe. [Ipoucxonsiiee BHIITIAAENO COBEPIIEHHO (paHTacTUYHO. Moruia i
OHa HaJIeAThCS HA TaKylo ygauy?

— Torpa... pa3 Tak... Bbl BepHETEe MHE OfIEKAYy? — TUXO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Jla 3abupaii, He Hy’)kHa OHa MHe. — KMBOK B CTOpOHY.

JlaHu mipocienIia 3a ero B3MISI0OM: PSIOM C KPOBATHIO CTOSUIM IPyOO BHITECAHHBIN CTOJ U Mapa
cTynbeB. Ha cimHKe OHOTO U3 HUX BHCEJIO €€ TUIaThe, TIOBEpX IPyroro Oblla aKKypaTHO pa3BelieHa
nryoka.

— BceOnarwmii, — mpoOopMoTaia oHa, KUasch K Ofiek/Ie.

Kazanocs, 4To TONMBKO 3aTSAHYBIINCH B TIIyX0O€ MIEPCTSHOE IUIAThE, OHA OKAKETCSI B OTHOCUTEb-
HOM 0e30I1acHOCTH.

— D, UBIIJICHOYEK, — TPOTSIHYJ HEOBOJILHO MEJIBE/Ib, — & MHE Thl HIUETO CKa3aTh HE XOYeIllb?

MBeicneHHO CTyKHYB cebs 1o 10y, [lanu oOepHyIach.

— Crnacu60. OrpoMHoe criac00 BaM. Bbl MeHsI criaciu, Tak aJib, YTO MHE COBEPIIIEHHO HEYeM
OTONAroapuTh. ..

— Hy, orGnarogaputs-TO Beerga ectb 4eM, eCii Thl, KOHEYHO, He JeBuiia. He mobmo neswil,
OHU JICPEBSIHHBIC, JIe)KaT OPEBHOM, — 3aMETHJT OH.

JlaHu BBIPOHMJIA U3 PYK IUIATHE.

—He Hano. .. noxanyiicra. 1 6yny monutbest Bcebmaromy o Baiiem 31paBuu, TOIBKO OTITYCTUTE
MEHS. .. IOKAIYHCTA. ..
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Mengenb XxMbIKHY/I. [ToTOM BCTan ¢ KpoBaTH W, YyTh MPUTHOAsi TOJOBY, YTOOBI HE 3a/ieBaTh
TMOTOJIOK, TIPUHSIJICS ofieBaThesl. HakuHys pyOariiky, 3aTeM HeTOPOIUIMBO HAIIAPKJT HA MOy MSTKHE
Tydmm. BkoHell pacrepsBimch, [laHu nomo0Opaia miathe, HRPHY/IA B €r0 CIIACUTEIbHYIO ITyOUHY U
MOYYBCTBOBasa ceOs1 yBepeHHee. biiecHya ciabasi Hajie)kja Ha TO, UTO STO ee MPUKJTI0YeHUE 3aKOH-
YUTCS YIAUHO.

— Kyron cBo¥i 3a6epu, — CIOKOMHO CKa3ajl OH, — Ha CTOJIe JIeXKHT.

Jlanu rasHyna — W mpaBjaa, cepeOpsiHas pe3Has clie3a, KyIUleHHass AjlaMapoM, ObUla Tam.
TonbKo B MecTe, r/ie IenovKa mopBajiach, ObIO CO 3HAHUEM Jiesia HABEPUSHO MEJHOU MPOBOJIOKH.

— Hy, u3BuHu, 51 He 10BeNIMp, — pa3Bell pyqrIliaMy Me/IBe/Ib, — IIPUCITYTY MOILIEITb, OHA OTHECYT
Macrepy.

— Cnacu60, — Ha 171a3a HAaBepHYJIUCh CJIE3bl, — 51 cCaMa OTHeCYy. Y MeHsI HeT IPHUCITYTH.

— Jla Hy, Bpelb HeOOCh, — B TOJIOCE TIOSIBUIIOCh COMHEHHE, — YTOO TaKOW XOPOIIIO OAETHIH ITBITI-
JIEHOYeK U 0e3 mpuciyru?

OH BApYT pe3Ko yMOJIK, IoUYecasl IepeHOCHILY, 3aTeM BHIMATeIbHO IocMOoTpet Ha [lanu. A oHa
BHE3aITHO TNO/IyMaJia, YTo He TaKas yXk y Hero 3Bepckas poxa. BromHe cebe 0ObIYHOE JIUIIO, TOJTBKO
6opomoi 3apociiiee MoYTH 0 TJIas.

— A CKakU-Ka, IBIIJICHOYEK, T0YeMy ThI ITJ1a coBepIieHHO oHa? OIHa 1Mo TOPOAY, TOJIBKO UTO
MEpeKUBIIIEMY HarajeHue 3Toil Mexanuueckou apssau? I'ne tBoit oter;? Myx? bpat? Tlouemy He
COnpoBOAMIIH TeOs1?

JlaHu 3acTerdyJa 1ernovky Ha 1mee, Oe3yMHO MOrIainia cepeOpsSHYyIo Clie3y.

— Moero myxa yomim MeXxaHOU/Ibl, — CKa3ajla OHa, — U Y MeHs OoJIbIlle HUKOTo HeT. BepHee,
y MeH$I €CTh JIOM, HO POJICTBEHHHKOB HET.

— llepu TeOs1 TEeMHEHIIHNI ! — My>KYMHA BBICKa3aJI CBOE OTHOIIIEHHE K TTPOUCXOMIAIIeMY, — HY /1a
BCE paBHO, Yero nuisiach no ymuiam? Bee erie o qomam cujienu, Teds ke ToHec a HeJlerKas. . .

JlaHM HaKJIOHWIach, YBU/IENA CBOM Ty(eTbKu 1 00yJIach.

— $1 ycrpounack Ha pabOTy B Mara3uH M jaxe A0ObUIa HEMHOTO efbl. M 1muta goMoi, 4ToOb!
MOECTh CIIOKOWMHO.

— To ecTb y TeOs1 JomMa He OBUTO €/Ibl, — YTOYHWJT OH.

— la, He 6pUT0. MHE OUeHb XOTEJIOCh €CTh, sI y’Ke BTOPOH JIeHb Kak HUYero He eJia.

— Troto marts. LIpirIeHOYeK, TH peliia, BUAUMO, U3BECTH MEHS.

OH OTOABUHYJI CTYJI.

— Hasaii, caguce. Canuch, cka3an!

Jlaau ocTopokHO Tprcena. B ayiie cHOBa IeBeIbHYJICS CTPax — YTO OH TaM eIlie 3aaymat?

Mengenp marHys1 K ABepH, pacriaxHyJl €€ U 3bIYHO TapKHYJT:

— ITy3arsuit! ITy3atsiii, xkpath nopasaii! Jla 4yro-HUOYAb M3BICKAHHOE, /71 TaMbl !

[Tonmurnyn Janu.

— Ceituac moetib, IBITUICHOK. KTO 3 Mor gymarh, 4To y TeOst Bce HACTONBKO TUIOXO. . .

— BbI MOrIIM MEHsI TPOCTO YOUTH B TOM MPOYJIKE, — TUXO 3aMeTHJIa OHa, OITyCTUB I71a3a.

— Ho ne yowm. 4 x ropopio, Besyuasi. Mens, kcratu, Poem knmayt. Crapuna Poit, moOomy
CKa)X! B 3TOM rOpoJie, 1 repe]] ToO0H OyIyT OTKPBITH Bee ABepH. He qBOPIIOB, KOHEYHO, HO BCE KE. ..

— Mens 30ByT JlaHu, — OHa MOJIOKUIIA PyKH Ha cToi. OIIylieHue Terioro aepesa Moj JIaao-
HSIMU HAaBEsJIO COBEPIIIEHHO HEYMECTHOE OIIYIIeHUE YIOTa U 3aIlUIIIEHHOCTH.

— Bynem 3HakoMbI, KpoIika!

W oH mipoTaHya efl MUPOKYIo, CJIOBHO Jiomara, pyduily. JJaHu OCTOpPOKHO BIIOXKHIA B Hee
nasibIbl, POii Takke OCTOPOKHO MOKAJ MX, 2 TIOTOM JI00aBHLI:

— Thl MHE HpPaBUIIIbCS, LBITIIEHOK. MOXET ObITh, KOTJIA OIUIavelllb CBOr0 MykKa, HalAeb BO
MHE yTelieHue?

— 41 He 3HaI0, — CKa3aja OHa CTPOro, — OOKCh, UTO ST HECKOPO Oyay BOOOIIE UCKATh KaKOTO-
OO0 yTeIeHHUS.
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— JIioObuna ero? — yepHble OPOBU HACYTIUJIUC.

JlaH! TIOEKMIIach U TOHSIIA, YTO BOT CeiUac CKaKeT camyio OOJBIIYIO TITyIOCThb 32 TIOCTIEAHUI
yac:

— 51 He 3Hamw. .. Poii. Bo3amMoxkHO, eciii 6bI MBI TPOOBLTH BMECTE Uy Th JIOJIbIIIE, 51 OBl TIOOUIIA ero
6e3 mamMATh. A Tak... BUIUMO, 5 TIPOCTO He ycrnena. MHe Tak Xkajb, 4To s He yCredna. .. ecd Obl OH
OBLT JKUB, TO s OBI CeJIaia Bce, YTOOBI OH 00peJi, HAaKOHEII, CUYacThbe, a TaK. ..

W. He ynepxaBIIUCh, BCXJIMITHYJIA.

— Thl ycniena ero nomoOuTh, — YBEPEHHO CKa3asl MyXK4YHMHA, — XOTb ¥ COMHeBaeIbesi. Ho y Te0s
Bce B I1azax, Janu. XKaip, uro ero yomiu, HaBepHsIKa ObUT XOPOILIUIA MYKHK.

— Jla, — 5XOM 0TO3BajlaCh OHA, — OH OBLI. ..

N ymonkina, He 3Has1, 4To U cKazarth. [la u 3auem?

Anamap Hupc rameHeroneii 4epToil repecek ee KU3Hb U HCUe3, KaHyll B HeObITHE — KaK rac-
HET yIAaBIIMI B BOAY YrOJeK.

— Hy, — npepBan momuanue Poii, — Bce mpoxoauT, LplruieHouek. Hukyna He JeHenbesl.

B 3TOT MOMEHT C TPECKOM pacnaxHysach ABEPb, U B KOMHATY BILIbLI KPYIJIEHBKHUI aKKYPaTHO
OZIETHIN YeJIOBEYEK C HATIOMaXEHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH.

— Vxun nns Ero Bennyecrsa!

«Ero BenuuectBa?» — B35, MeTHYJICS K Poro.

OH Befb. .. He OblT HU MarTtuacom, au [lenapom, Hu KeeoHowm.

— Kpbicunblif KOpOIIb, — XMy PO MOSICHUJ OH, — CJIbIXajia, HeOOCh?

JlaHu TOYyBCTBOBaJA, KaK Ha Illee BCE TYXKe M TyXke 3aTIrMBaeTCsl HECYIECTBYIOIIAS yIaBKa.
Crnpiana sim ona? Koneuno. M xorja sxuiia Ha ynuie, ¥ paHbliie, Korja eie Obuia Moji MprucMOTpoM
TeTKM. MHOTrO 4ero roBopuiiv 00 9TOM YeJIOBEKEe C THICSUBIO JIUIL: ¥ TO, YTO OH MOXET cOexarb U3
000U TIOPEMBI, U TO, UTO CIIOCOOEH OrpabuTh J1odoi 1Boper]. Ho cambiMu YacThIMK ObLITH, KOHEUHO
e, paccKkasbl O TOM, KOTO M Kak Ka3HWI KpbICUHBINA KOPOJb, M YbM KUIIKHM Pa3BellaHbl 10 Orpajie
TOTO WJIM MHOTO OCOOHSIKA.

— OX, 1pIIJIGHOYEK, — OH B3JJOXHYJI, — KaKasl ThI eIlle. .. MaJieHbKas ¥ HeBUHHAs1. He Hao MHOTO
aymarsk. [Ipocro erib.

Iepen danu noctaBuiy OO0 C TYIIEHOW KAIyCTOW M KYCKaMH CBUHUHBI.

— Tsl yx mipoctH, — ckazas Poii, — mupor TBO# 1o 3emie nmoBassuid. Thl ellib, a MOTOM 51 TeOst
aomoit mpoBoxy. U ¢ coboit efipl 1aM, TIPOCTEIKOM, YK HE B3bIIIH. . .

JlaHu mopenuia JOXKOM Kycok cBUHMHBI. [Taxiyio mpocto mzymurtensHo. Kak ke maBHO oHa
He ena!

— Cnacu60, — mpodopmoTasia OHa ¢ HAOUTBIM PTOM, — criackOo BaM, Poii.

— Haiinemp, kak oTOMaroqapuTh, — OH KPUBO YXMBUIBHYJICS, — BE3YUUH LIBITUICHOYEK. . .

keksk

Poii B camom pere B3suICs POBOXKATH €€ JI0 JI0Ma, HO ero Kuviie JJaHu nokugana ¢ 3aBs3aH-
HBIMH I71a3aMu. Beib HUKTO He JJOJIKeH 3HaTh, TJie Ha caMoM Jiesie ooutaet Kpsicunblii koposb. Heko-
TOpOE BpeMs OHM UK, ¥ Poii mpuaepkuBal ee 3a Iyieuu, HarpaBJisis U MOACKa3bIBas, I1e JICCTHUIIA,
I7ie TopoT, a rae npocTo siMa. [ToTom oH CHsT OBSI3KY, U JIaHu NIOHSIA, YTO OHM YKe HETIOIAJIEKy OT
IJIaBHOM ropoyicko romany. OTcioza 10 ee JoMa ObUIO PyKOH MOAATb.

Crosina riryookast Houb. [IpuMOpo3mIIO, MO HOraMH XpYCTeN JIE/IOK, a ¢ HeOa CPhIBAIICH pefl-
KHe cHexXMHKU. Ha ynuiax ObU1o MyCTBIHHO U THXO, U [laHu Ka3asock, uto oHu ¢ Poem coBceM onHM
B 9TOM Mupe. [lyma pBajach Ha YacTU OT HEMOHSATHOHM I'PYCTH, IITyOOKasi TOCKA IMyCTUJIA KPENKue
KOpHH, oruiena cepaue. 1 [Tanu Bcnomawna — «51 ouens, ouens ycrai. [Tomoru mue, JanuBbeH Apro.
VY MeHsl. .. Goblie HeT HUKOTO. TOMBKO ThI, MOSI KEHa».

«[ouemy ThI He oTmyckaemb MeHs? — [Tomymaiia oHa, 0OpaIasch K TOi ThMe U HEOBITHIO, T1e
JoykeH ObuT HaxoauThest Anamap Hupc, — a ecim He oTiycKaelib, TO ¥ BO3Bpaiaics Obl...»
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Hoc 3ammmnasno ot BHe3anHo HaOekaBIIMX ciie3, U JJaHu TOpOILIMBO BhITEpia yroiku ria3. Eif
OYeHb He XOTeJIOCh, YTOObI POii 3aMeTHII ee KecT, HO OH BCe K€ 3aMETHIL.

— Tockyemib 1o cBoeMy MyXy, Aa, LbIIJIEHOK ?

Omna kuBHy”na. TosnKy-To oTpHuIaTh oueBuaHoe. M ckazana:

— MHe nouemMy-To Kax)ercsl, YT0 OH IAE-TO PSIOM.

Poi1 nomomyai.

— Kak on noru6?

— 4 He Buzena, — B310XHyNa [JaHu, — MHe cka3aiii, 4YTO OH yMep.

—To ecTb, MEPTBBIM ThI €T0 HE BUJEIA, — yTOUHWI Poi.

Omna nokavasia rojoBOu.

— 3Haelp, IBIIJICHOYEK, 51 He X04uY JaBarh TeOe MyCcTyI0 HaJaek 1y, HO ObIBAeT U TaK, YTO JIIOAU
OIIMOAIOTCS.

Hanexna Bee ke B3MeTHysach B Ayllie, pacchliajlach IMy3blpbKaMy UTPUCTOTO BUHA.

— Bl 1ymaere, oH KuB?

— 41 Huuero He gymarto, — Poii momosyas, — s JIMILb TOBOPIO, YTO €CJIM Thl CaMa HE BUJIENIA €T
TeJia, TO BO3MOXKHO. .. BCSIKOE.

—Ho ero, ckopee Bcero, pactep3aim MeXaHOHUIb, — IpoOopMoTasia JlaHu, — sl He CMOTY HallTH. . .

N ymonkna. Omyienne Ajamapa caeaaioch COBCeM TsKebiM, aaBsamuM. Kasanock, o6ep-
HUCh — ¥ YBUJMIIIb YEpHYIO (pUrypy 3a crimHoi. OHa notpscia rojgooil. OT TakuxX HaBaXJIEHUM CTa-
HOBUJIOCh HEMHOTO CTpAIlHO, U JIJaHM HAauMHAJIO Ka3aThCsl, YTO OHA MOIMPOCTY CXOAUT C yMa.

OHu niepenuti JOpory ¥ OCTAHOBMITUCH NTEpel OCOOHSIKOM C TOPTYJIbSIMU.

— Kyna nanpie? — MATKo Cipocui MyKUMHa, O3UPasiCh 110 CTOPOHAM.

— MsI npunum.

— Oro! — oH ycMexHyJICs, — J1a Thl Y HaC OoraTeHbKU# IpliieHovek ? He nrytuiib? 1o B camom
aese TBOW 10M?

— MHe ero kynui Mmyx.

JlaHu nornaguiia YyryHHbIEe 3aBUTKY KaJIMTKHU, TOJIKHYJA €€ — Ta JIETKO OTBOpuIIach. [IpukpeiB
r1a3a, JlaHu HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHI MTPUCITYIIMBAIACH, TIBITASCh [IOUYBCTBOBATH CBOM KUBOW JOMUK
— 1 HaKOHell OLTyTUJIa HEBECOMOE, TeIljioe Kacanue. HeBuaumble masiblibl IIAWIH €€ JIMLIO, 3apblBa-
JIUCh B pacTperaHHble BOJIOCHI.

«51 mpunura. ITpoctu, 4ro 3aaepxanace».

— Kakue uynoBuina, — Poii ykazan Ha ropryiui, — ciiyniai, UbIIUIEHOK, 2 MOXKHO MHE 3arJis-
HyTb? JIMKO JI0O0NBITHO TOCMOTPETh, KaK JKUBYT OOraThle JIOAN STOTO TOpofa.

— I He GoraThlil YeOBeK. 3aBTpa yTPOM sl Oy padoTaTh, 4TOOI OBUIO YTO MOECTh, — YCMEX-
Hynach JlaHu, — roviaeM, oKaxy tede CBOM oM.

Omna B3si1a Post 3a pyKy 1 noBena 3a co6oid. OH 1mes MoTJa 1 Kak Oy/ITo 4ero-To onacasics, TO
1 Jies0 Opocast HepBHBIN B3IJISIT HA 3aCTBHIBIIIMX TOPTYJIHA.

— BceOnaruid... [lanu, moyeMy MHe KaXeTcsl, YTO TU TBApPH Celvac Cle3yT CO CBOMX IMOCTa-
MEHTOB U MEHS COXPYT?

— [Notomy 4TO THI UyKOil 3TOMY IOMY, — OHA TOXaJa IJIe4aMH, — 3Haelllb, Te0e s HaBEpHOe
MOTY cKa3athb... My roBOpuI1, 4TO sl CBOEW Marvei Moria O)KHUBUTh JJOM, U TETIEPh OH MONPOCTY HE
MIPUHUMAET HUKOTO, KpOME MEHH. . .

— Tak T Marvuka, 4to JM? — UCKPEHHEE HEIOyMEHHUE B IOJIOCE, — & YTO K B TOM IPOYJIKE
TOJIOBBI HAM HE TOOTphIBasIa?

— 41 He ymelo, — yecTHO npu3Haiach JJaHu U yMOJKIIa.

Kop3aunka c enoit, uto npunec Kuo, Bce ele crosiyia Ha Kpbliblie, HO [laHu cienana Buj, 4to
He 3ameyaeT ee. A Poil mpomosyas, Bce ero BHUMaHue ObLIO MPUKOBAHO K ropryiibsiM. OHa OTKpbLia
JBEpb ¥ MPOIILIa BHYTPb, BCE TaK Xke npuaepxkuBas Pos 3a pyky. [lanbiipl y HEro ObUTH ropsiauMu
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Y MO3OJIMCTBIMH, KaK Yy YelOBEKa, YMEIOIIEero 00pamiaThesi ¢ OpyXKUEM Ja U BOOOIIIE TPUBBIKIIETO K
Tpyay. Oka3zaBuuch B Xosuie, Poil TOJIbKO MPUCBUCTHYIL.

— LlpiruteHOUeK, ThI KUBEIIb ellle Xyxe, yeM s1. TyT jaxe He TOIuieHo!

OH yrniep pyku B OOKa U CTOsIJI, OCMaTpUBAsiCh. 3aTeM BHUMATEIbHO MOrJIsiien Ha [Janu.

— f-to myma, TyT OyaeT Bce CIuionib B M030710Te. HeT, s1 Obl HU4ero He B3sUl OTCIOAA, HO ThI
ke TyT 3aMep3Helb. MoxeT, BepHeMCs KO MHe?

N xuTpo cBEpKHYI MIA3UIIAMH.

Hanu auiib noxana Ijiedamu.

— Huuero. Y meHs Terepb ecTh padoTa, 51 cripaBiiock. U... cmacu6o 3a Bee.

Poii Bce eme TonTaics, orsAbiBas momenieHue. Ero B3misA MOOONTY 3a/IepKUBANICS HA
MEYTbHO TIOBHCIIUX JIOXMOThSIX MAyTHUHBI, HAa TIOOMTHIX TUIECEHBIO M OTCTABIIMX OT CTEH 0005IX, U
Jlanu oT4ero-to crano crhiiHo. Kak 6ynTo 310 ee BUHA, YTO JOM IPUINE] B TAKOE OTBPATUTEIHLHOE
COCTOSTHHE.

— Myx o0eliai, 4yTo Mbl 31€Ch BCE MTOYUHUM, — CKa3aJia OHA, — HO, BUJIUIIIb, HE YCIIeNH.

— MyX, KOTOpBI/ TIOKYIIaeT *eHe A0Ma. .. — B3IIsiA Post caenascs 1ienkum, BHUMATEbHBIM, U
Janu BApPyYr nogymalia, 4yTo He OHOM (pu3nYecKoi cuitor KpbICuHBI KOPOJb AEP/KUTCS HA TPOHE, —
KeM ObLT TBOU Myk, [laHu? MoxkeT, CKaKerb?

— Oryero xe He cka3aTb. Ero 3samm Anamap Hupc.

— Tepy TB1, IpeTemueiiiumii! — Poil BHE3anHO paccmesiics, — Tenepb s Jaxe pajl, 4To He MpH-
KOCHYJICSI K TeOe, LIBITUIeHOYeK. BEepXOBHBII MHKBU3UTOP MEHSI TOUHO JOCTa OBl M C TOTO CBeTa!

Janu B310XHY/1a. BOT yXk eii OblJI0 COBCEM HE CMEITHO.

— Ha, mactep Hupc Obut oueHb KpyT, — Poil mporescst Tyna-ciona, — yBakaeMblid YeJIOBEK
OBLJI... WIN €CTh, MBI K€ HE BUIEIM €0 Tea, a, LBIIIEHOUEK ?

— Jlyuinie He MedTaTh, — CKa3ajia OHa, — TOTOMY YTO ITOTOM OYJIeT CJMIIKOM O0JbHO. Elre 6011b-
Hee, YeM ceiuac.

Poii mouemy-Tto yibiOasics, HO yabpIOKa Ta psiTanach B OOpoe.

— Tak. LlpimuieHouek, s cefivyac yuay, HO elie BepHychb. OTKpoelllb MHE, XOPOIIOo?

OH ertie pa3 oryisiescsi, ToToM Bpyuui [laHu CBEPTOK C eJJ01.

— B obmiem, xau. S ckopo.

W ymien, akkypaTHO MPUTBOPUB 32 COO0M ABEpb. [JaHu ocTayack CTOSATh OCPEIH XOJuia, Mpu-
KUMasi K TPy XPYCTSIIUI MakeT, JOOPOTHO MepeBsA3aHHbIA TOHKOW OeueBKor. OT HEero mnaxJyo cBe-
JKEHCIeYeHHbIM XJIe00M U COBCEM HEMHOT'O — KOITYeHOCTsIMU. [1axJio mpusATHO, HO MOYEMY-TO CHOBA
K TOpJy TIOIKAaTWIA TpeaTebcKast TOIHOTA, a MBIl CIENAIUCH JIEISTHBIMH.

«Ha Bo3myx», — ycnena nogymars [laHu, MOJNOXWIa CBEPTOK HA IMOJ M METHYJIACh MpOYb U3
aoma.

[Moppimana rryboko HOUHOW MOpO3HOU cBexkecThlo. [lonerdano. [Ipenarensckas pssOb niepen
I71a3aMHy UCYesa.

HagepHoe, crout noxaarscst Post 31ech, y KaTMTKU. YK Kak-HUOYIb He 3aMep3HeT, TeM OoJiee,
YTO CHOBA Ha Tuledax mryoka. .. KpbelcuHblii KOposb Bce BepHyII. [laxke MOHEeTKa B KapMaHe 00JITasnach
MO-TIPEKHEMY.

Hanu 3agymanack. Yto gassie? C 0qHOI CTOPOHBI, CTONb MPUCTAJIBHOE BHUMAHUE HEKOPOHO-
BaHHOTO TIOBEJIMTEIsI TOPOJICKUX KpbIC He pajoBayio. OHa Besib HE Aypa, MOHUMAET, YTO JeJI0 BOBCE
HE B BE3EHMH, a B TOM, UTO STOT MYKUYHMHA Pa3IJIsijeN B Hell pUBJIeKaTeIbHYIO KeHIIuHY. [Totomy-T0
¥ 3aIIUTUII, ¥ BO3UTCS. PaHO WM MO3IHO MPUIETCS YTO-TO €My OTBETHTh, @ UHTYUIIHS MOJICKa3bIBasIa
Hanu, yro Poil He mpuMeT NpPOCTOro «HeT».

HagepHoe, ot Burmanusi Post Hayio 6pu10 Oexath, yem fanblie, Tem jydire. Ho kyma? Bep-
HYTBCS B OCOOHSK ? DTO MaJIo UTO MOMeHsieT, KphICHHBII KOPOJIb PA3bIIIET ee U TaM. YeXaTh B IPyrou
ropon? He camas stydmast uzaest. Eii-To u 31ech HENpoCTo, a TaM, YTo KJET Tam?
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C npyroii cTopoHsbl, 1oka uTto Poil Ben ceOst Kak jaxeHTIbMeH. Hackonbko ero xBatut? Hese-
J0MO.

«A He crath 1 Tebe KpbicuHol KopoeBoi, JlannBbeH Apno?» — OHa TOPbKO YCMEXHYJIACh.

He storo eii xorenocs.

Bce Bpems1 BcnoMuHaIMCh MSTKUE, BKPAJUMBblE IPUKOCHOBEHUS TOTO, KOTO OHA YcIlesia Ipo-
CTUTb, HO HE yCIIeNa MOMOOUTD MO-HACTOSIIEMY.

— Anamap, — npomentana JIlaHu B TUILIMHY HOYHBIX YJIUL, — €CJIM Thl XUB, IOYEMY HE Jaelllb
o ceOe 3HaTh?

JlaHu Bce cTosiIa y KJIUTKH M kJana, korga BepHercs: Poit. Eif Obutn XxopoIo BUAHBI JoMa
yepes A0pOry, BHICOKHUE, CIIOKEHHbIE U3 CBETIIOro KaMHs. Koe-riie B OKHaX TEeIUIMIMCh OTOHBKY Mar-
KPHUCTaJLJIOB.

A TIOTOM BJIIpYT yCIIbIIIAJA.

Kt0-TO MepHO ckpe0 xene3oMm 1o kamHio. CriepBa Jajieko, e/iBa CIIBIIIHO, a IOTOM Bce OMvKe, 1
ommxke. .. Horu kak Oynro npupociu K 3emiie. Bo pry MOMeHTaIbHO coOpanach Kucias cmoHa, [lanu
CYJOPOKHO CIJIOTHYJA. B3Mis CJIOBHO MPUJIMII K YIUIy JOMa, OTKYJa, Kak el Ka3aJloch, JOHOCUJIOCh
9TO MIKPSIO-IIKPsIO-TI0K-1I0K, XOTsI, KOHEYHO ke, ObUIO HY:KHO OekaTh 0e3 OIS IKH.

Bort B mpocBeT Meskay JoMaMu BBICYHYJIACh XUIIHAs MOpJa, IOX0Xkast Ha TUrpuHYyl0. KoHeuHo,
JlaHu B )KW3HU HE BUJIeJa TUTPa, HO TO, KAK OHM BHITJISLIAT, BCe Xke 3Haua. M, camo coboit, 3Ta TBaphb He
ObLTa TUTPOM M Jake He ObliIa XKMBOW. B TeMHOTE MeJIbKHYJIO THOKOE, CO3JaHHOE MaroM-KOHCTPYK-
TopoM Tento. CousieHeHUs pUIIeraiy Ipyr K ApYyry WaeajabHO, cO3JaBasi BIieYaTJIeHUE 1IEJIOCTHOCTH.
Bavk JTyHHOTO CBeTa CKOJIb3HYI MO KPYThIM METAITMYeCKUM Ookam. [J1a3a dynoBuIna 3aropesvch,
CJIOBHO YTOJIBSI.

«Kak crpanHO, — nogymMana oHa, — MEXaHOUbl pas3ry/lIMBaloT 1o ropoay. Kceony He xBaraer
CHUJIBI UX KOHTPOJIMPOBATH ?»

MexaHuueckuii TUTp MeX TeM orvsaencs, ysuaen Janu. Ockanuics, AeMOHCTPUPYS JBOMHON
PSIII CTAJIBHBIX 3yOOB, TOAOOPAJICS M CTAJI OUeHb TIOXO0K Ha OTPOMHYIO KOIIIKY, KOTOPast yBU/IE/A MbIIIb
Y TOTOBUTCS K NMPBIKKY. [TOHATHO, KTO ceityac ObUT MBIIIBIO. . .

Janu npukycuiia ry0y, u 6oib oTpe3Buia. Teso Bee ele Ka3ajaoch BaTHBIM M HEYKJTIOKHUM, HO
MBICJIM OYUCTUJIMCh, CTPax Mponal.

«OH MeHs He TPOHET», — pellia OHa, CTUCKMBAs MaJIbIIbl HA YyTYHHOH pelleTKe.

B koH11e KOHIIOB, 9TO Be/lb HE MepBas ee BCTpeya ¢ MexaHouaaMu. M oHa, Kak HU KpyTu, TeMHast
BelabMa ¢ [Japom MeHTanucra.

BHesarHO TUrp ImeBebHY yIIaMH M COBEPIISHHO HECIBIIIHO, YTO OBUIO HEBEPOSITHO IS
CTOJIb OOJIBIIIOTO ¥ TSKEIOTO MarmueckKoro CO3/1aHusl, IMMBITHY.T B TeHb JoMa. [laHU pacTepsiHHO TJisi-
HyJIa B IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY YJIMILIbI, ¥ TENEpb yKE Ha CaMOM JIeJie UCIyTanach.

Tam, He Tasich, K Hell crietl Poid, oHa ero y3Haja B MOTEMKax MO IPOMO3AKON KYpPTKe U
B3JIOXMA4Y€HHOH 1eBestiope. Bee ke OH oueHb OXOAMUII Ha MeIBe/Isl, OUeHb.

Ha apyrom koHIie y/iuiibl CHOBa MIKPSIOHYIIO MO KaMHSIM.

Turp... oxoruscs?

Ho Beap Torma. ..

Janu BIoxHysa norsmyoxke. Pyku npenarenbcku 3atpsiciuchk. Ecim MmexaHous BhIIeNn Ha HOY-
HYIO OXOTY, TO CeiYac OH MOMPOCTy OPOCUTCS Ha YeJIOBeKa.

— Poit! — kpukHysa oHa, — croit Tam! He noaxonu!

PBanyna Ha ce0s1 KaIUTKY, BRICKOUMIIA HA YJIHILY U YTO €CTh MOYH MPHUITYCTHIIA K MYKUHHE.

— LlpimneHok ! — oH 3amMeIUII 1ar, 3aTeM U BOBCE OCTAHOBUJICS, — UTO CIIyYMJIOCH?

3a CrMHOM MIKPAOHYNO. A MOTOM — KJIall-KJIall-KJ1all, KOrTUII[AMH 110 MOCTOBOA.

— Hanu! — psBkHyn Poit, — ckopee, croaa!

«OH MeHs1 He TpoHeT. A TeOs1 — OueHb Jaxe!»
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— 41 ceiiuac, — nuckHyna oHa. JlaBsach COOCTBEHHBIM COMBIIIMMCS OT CTpaxa JIbIXaHHeM, — Ceil-
yac!

I'pomagnas purypa Post mpubmmkanace. [JJaHu ka3anock, 4To OHa Aaxe MOXKET PasIisiieTh ero
I71a3a, TAKKE e YEepHbIe, KaK OKpY’Karolas ero TeMa. A MOTOM BAPYT YTO-TO MTPOHECIIOCH Y HEE Hall
rOJIOBOM, M MeTaJuIn4yecKasi CMEpTh yaapuia B rpyas Polo, 3aBajiuBasi TOro Ha CIUHY, CMHUHAS. . .

— Croooit! — 3aBonmiia [lanu Bo BCio cuity Jierkux, — He cmei! He cmeii!

Ay camoii iepe] ri1a3aMu TO, KaK KMHXaJIONOIOOHBIE 3yObl CMBIKAIOTCS HA Topie Pos, mepe-
KYCBIBas1, BBIIUPAIOT KYCKU TUIOTH. . .

Bexumunsigasi, JlaHu MofcKovmiia K TUTPY, BIETIAJIACH B €r0 XOJOAHBIN XBOCT U3 MEJIKUX COUJIe-
HEHUI 1 130 BCEX CHJI JIepHYJ/Ia Ha ceOsl.

— ITomen! Bou! Orongu!

B romnoBe — B3ppIB 00. OHAa BBUHUMBAETCSI B BUCKH, CIIOBHO PXKaBOE CBEPJIO, CTEHBI JIOMOB
Be/IeT, OHU KPUBATCS, pa3AyBalOTCs LIBETHBIMHU ITy3bIPSIMHU.

U Bce BHe3anHO nipekpatuiioch. Kak OynTo Bo cHe, [laHu yBuaena aayio MayTHHY, IIPOHU3aB-
IIyI0 TEMHOTY, TIayTHHA 3Ta JIMIUIA K CEPOMY, MAaTOBO OJIECTSAIIEMY TeJly TUTpa — M KaK HU CTPAHHO,
UCXO[MJIa OT HEE CaMOHA.

— OToiiau. .. — BBIAOXHYJIA PACTEPSHHO.

MuTynTHBHO AepHYy/a BSI3KUeE, IISTHIICBO OJIeCTSINEe HUTH Ha ceOsl.

MexaHou[ cet Ha 3a/IHUE JIarbl, 0OEPHYJICS K Hell. AJIBIN CBET B €r0 IJIA3HUIIAX 110rac, yCTymnast
MECTO 3€JICHOMY.

— Th1... — yenpimana auu, — s1 Te0si MOHUMAIO.

— Bort u norien BoH 0oTCI0a, — HE IEPEMOHSICh, IPUKPUKHYJIA OHA, — 1ail TPONTH !

— 3anomMHMo. .. Te0. ..

Ho oHa yxe He ciymmana, nojuckoumnia K Poto, Opocuiachk Ha KOJIEHH.

— Poii, Poii! Thbl kak?

— Jla Kak. .. XpeHOBO, IBIIIEHOYEK, — CUTUIO OTO3BAJICS MYKUMHA.

OH cesl Ha MOCTOBOH, IpKUMast K Tpyau pyky. laxke B TeMHOTE ObUIO BHJIHO, KaK CTPEeMHU-
TEJIbHO HAJIMBAETCSI KPOBBIO PYKaB KypPTKH.

— Ene ropsio ycren 3akpbiTh, — CKa3ajl OH, — HO, I€PU MEHsI IIPETEMHENIINI B 3aJHULLY, YTO
aenaet MexaHous Ha ynune? Panbine Takoro e 6sut0. Hukorna.

A motoMm ycraBwics Ha [laHu Tak, CJIOBHO BUE/ BIEPBBIE.

— U oH Tebs mocmymaics, Kporika. 9T0 3HaYHT, 9TO THI. ..

— Jla, nuKas BebMa ¢ TEMHBIM JapoMm, — TpodopMoTana JlaHu, — MOJHUMANCS, TIORIEM B JIOM.
Pyky Hano nepess3ars.

ITokocunace Ha Turpa. TBaps CMUpPHO cUjiena, CBEpKas B TEMHOTE U3yMPYIHBIMU IT1a3ULIAMHU.

— Nu, — Benyx ckazana danu, — uam K xo3suHy. Heuero no ynuunam miacraTh.

«Tbl MOsT XO3sIHAKa».

DbBIPKHYB, OHAa OTBEPHYJIACH, ITOMOrast Poo nogHAThCA.

— Torma xots1 Obl He MeIai. Yiau ¢ TOPOTH.

Turp GeciryMHO MOAHSJICS U OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY.

«W 4t0 MHE Teneps co BCEM ITUM JieNaTh?»

Ona He 3Hana. 3Haja, YTo HY)KHO KaK-TO OCTAHOBUThH KPOBOTeueHHe, Yy Post pykaB HaOyx Kpo-
BbI0. 3HaJIa, 4To KpBICHHOTO KOPOJISt HYyXKHO TOBECTH /IO JIOMA M YJIOXKHUTh Kyaa-HUOYIb. . .

«Ecmu Kceon He nocunrtaeTcss MexaHouja, OH HAYHET ero pa3biCKUBATh U B UTOTE MPUAET KO
MHEe», — [TolyMaJla OHa.

— INognumaiicsi, ugeM B oM, — a 310 yxe Poro.

— Bor u orOnarogapuiia, — XMBIKHYJT MYKYUHA, — TETIEPb Thl MHE )KU3Hb CIIACIIA, IBIIJICHOYEK . . .
A s TeGe oborpeBarolye MarkpucTajulbl Hec. XOpoIIo, 4To AOHEC... Ternepb, 3HAYUT, O HOUAM
MOKHO KOT'O YTOJJHO Ha YJIUIIE BCTPETUTD. ..
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OH BHE3aITHO XOXOTHYII.

—Hy Hago xe. .. TemHas BegpbMa — keHa BEPXOBHOIO MHKBU3UTOpA. LIpIIIeHOUEK, 51 KW OUEHb
CKYYHO, JI0 TeX TOop, TIOKa He BCTPETHJI TeOsI. . .

keksk

Ha paccere [lanu npooguia Posi no kanutku. Ero nepekyieHnHasi pyka, 3axarasi B JIyOKH
Y TIepeBsI3aHHAas TIO/I0JIOM JAMCKOW HUKHEHW COpOUYKH, Oe3KU3HEHHO BHcena. Poii OnemHen, ObICTpo
BBITHPAJT 0T CO JIOA U Yepe3 CUITY YIIbIOAICs.

— DTO HAYETO, IBIIJICHOYEK, M He Takoe ObIBaJIO. Y MeHs eCTh JIeKaph, CIA0CHbKUI, HO BCE ke
Mar. Tak 4To K Beuepy s1 Oyay Kak HOBBIN, HM O YeM He OeCIIOKOMCS.

— Tel npupenis? — Tonpko U cripocuia Jdaxu.

He nortomy, uto *enasia BCTpeuu, a MpoCcTo MOTOMY, YTO XOTeJla 3HaTh, Yero OKU/ATh.

— Ecnm 1e6s1 Hazio corperh, TO 00s13aTeNIbHO, — OH MOAMUTHYJI, — KaK 51 MOTY OpPOCHTBH TaKOrO
3aMevaTesIbHOTO LBITUICHKA, KOTOPBIN B COCTOSIHUM OTOTHATh B30ECHBILIErOCsl MexaHouaa?

— XopoI1o, — OTBETWIIA OHA, — TOra s TeOe OTKPOIO.

— W1 He criyckaii Ha MeHsI STUX KaMEeHHbIX MOHCTPOB. Kaxplii pa3, Korga s Ha HUX CMOTPIO,
y MEHsI cepIiie B KeIyJOK IpbIraer.

Janu nonro crosia, 0OXBaTuB cebs 3a TUIeUd U MpoBoXast ero B3risiaoM. C yTpa 1o ropoay
TM0JI3 TyMaH, CJIOBHO B30OJITAHHOE MPOKHCIIEe MOJIOKO, OCEall BCIOAY KPYIMHBIMU pa3Ma3aHHBIMU
B BO3Ayxe xJjonbsMu. Cuzoe HeOO MOCTENEHHO CBET/IENIO, HAIMBASCh NMPUBBIYHBIM 3UMHHUM KEM-
Yy;KHO-cepbIM I1BeToM. U rurantckas ¢purypa Post Tasina, pacTBopsiiach B TyMaHe, 4TOObl U BOBCE
MCYE3HYTh — Kak OyITO U He ObLIIO HUYEro, Kak OyITO Bce OKa3aaoch CHOM.

JlaHu moexusack, MeiJIeHHO ToOpesia 0OpaTHO K Aomy. M 0T4ero-to HUIyTh He YIWUBHIIACH,
KOTJIa 3a CIIUHOM YTO-TO KJIAITHYJIO U 3aIlIesIeCTesIo.

Ona oGepHynach. TUrp CTOST MOMEpeK NOPOKKH, UIMHHBIA XBOCT M3rMOANCs TyJa-clona,
COBCEM KaK y paccepkeHHOro Korta. TymaH ocelan KpOIIeYHbIMU KarulsIMU Ha METaJUIMYEeCKUX
COWJIEHEHUSIX, CO3/IaBasi BIieYaTJeHHe CaMOTr0 HACTOSIIETrO Mexa.

«Kak crpanHo, — nogymana [lanu, — OH Be/ib MOXET NIEPEJIOMHUTh MEHsI OJJHUM YIapOM JIambl.
A MHe He cTpaiHo. $1 Kak OyATO TOUHO 3HAI0 O TOM, YTO HUYEro JYPHOTO OH MHE HE C/ENACT.

— Yero Tebe? — BCIIyX CIIPOCHIIA OHA, — MU K CBOMM, K CBOEMY X03siuHY. Tebe He HyKHO 311ech
OBITb.

Turp ockanuiacs 1 Kak OyATO TIIyXO 3apblyaji — BHYTPH HEro 3aKpyTHIIUCh IIECTEPHH, U3/1a-
Basi HU3KUW BUOpUpYIommii 3ByK. CTpaliHas, IBHO YBEJIMYEHHBIX pa3MepOB MOp/a MPUOIM3UIACh,
MOYTH Kacasch uia. JJaHu omryTiia Koxel X001 MeTajuia, HO He caeslajia HY Iary Haszaf.

Bcero Ha mMur oHa mo3Bosmia cebe MPUKPHITH I1a3za. Y cHOBa HacIamBaJIOCh HA PEAbHOCTh
BUJICHUE — TOHKas, HO TMpOYHasl ajasl MayTWHa, CBs3aBIIas ee W MexaHouna. laHW B3IOXHYJA.
[oxosxe, TO, UTO paHbIlie OHA Ae/aja COBEPIIEHHO HEOCO3HAHHO, HAKOHEI] HA4aJIo 0OpeTaTh BHATHYIO
dopmy. Ty popmy, koTopo ynpasisietr mar ¢ Japom.

«/HTEpecHo, OHM B cCaMOM Jieie pa3yMHbI, MEXaHOHIBI ?»

— Hy, xoporo, — cka3ania oHa. [IpIxaHue BBHIPHIBAJIOCH JIETKUMH OOJauKaMU Mapa M Kacaaoch
MIOJIMPOBAHHOTO METAJUIA, — YErO Thl XOUEIIIb?

W npucnymanacek. Ecim nanmym gapyetr MmexaHougam XOTst Obl Karutio pa3yma, TO I0JKEH ObITh
1 croco0 MOroBOPUThH C HUMHU.

CnepBa HUYEro He MPOUCXOAMTIO, a TIOTOM OHA OLIYTHJIA JIETKOe KacaHhe B 00JIacTH COJNHEY-
HOTro cruleTeHusi. Tak, CJIOBHO ee IMOIyiania Markasi Komadbs Jiana. VI3yMpyaHble 11a3a qyI0BHIIA
TIOJIBIXHYJTH U TYT K€ MOTACIIH, OCTAJICS JIUIIb YUCTHIA 3€JIeHbIN IBET JIETHEW TPABBI.

— Yero xe Tbl X04eub? — nopropuia [anu, exach oT yrpeHHen npoxiaipl. CTOSATh B JIETKUX
TyespKax Ha JIbIy ObUIO 350KO.

«XO0351liKa», — HEBHATHBIM IIENOT B YIIax, pacnaJalolyics Ha IIeJIeCT BETpa B JAPEBECHBIX
KpPOHax, Ha IOPOX BOJIH, JIMKYIINX TAJIbKY.
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«HeyxTo 1 BIpsiMb pa3syMHBbI 7»

W JJanu mogymana — BOT Obl y3HaTh, @ UYTO YyBCTBYIOT MEXaHOWIbI, HAXOMSCH TIOJ BJIACTHIO
narmyma? OcosHaroT i rpoucxofsiiee? Jla v BooOile, 0T4ero uayT Ha 30B MEHTATIUCTOB ?

— Tbl MeHs MOHUMaeIb? — MOMHTEPecoBaIach OHa. Ml BHOBb MPUCITYyIIIAIACh.

OTBeT mpuInes Ha AUBO OBICTPO, CHOBA MPUKOCHOBEHHME MSTKOW KOIIAaYbel Jambl 1 ObICTpOe
«J1a, XO3siKa».

— 4 He mory Tebs 371ech aepxarb, — [laHu pa3Besia pykaMu, — HO €CJIM XOuelllb, Thl BCera
MOJeEIIb IPUNTH B TOCTH.

UynoBuiiie ceyio Ha 3aHUE JIarlbl, CKJIOHIJIO YIJIOBATYIO TOJIOBY K IUIeUy, Kak OyITO pa3MBIIII-
TISSA.

«Ecnm s BepHYCh Tyna, rae Bce, Thl yke He Oyaelb Moel XO31UKOW», — MeJICHHO, MoA0upast
KaJ10€ CJIOBO, MPOM3HEeC MexaHoua. EcrecTBeHHO, cibliaia ero Toabko Jdanu.

— A 4ro, Tebe He HpaBuTcs npuHI Kceon?

«Jlyuiie, vem MarTtuac, HO. .. THI MHE elrie OOJIbITie HpaBHIIbCs. 1 X0dy, 9TOOBI Th ObLIA X035~
KOI».

— A 0e3 X034€B TbI HE MOXEILIb, UTO JIN?

«be3 x03s51eB MbI IlEpecTaem CyIeCTBOBATh».

— XM, — OHa mouecasia TondOPOIOK, — Hy Xxopomo. Thl Beas He elb, Tak? Pa3 He xodenib
BO3BpAIATLCS, TO, TIOXAIYH, 1 MOTy TeOs1 mycTuTh B oM. Ho oberaii, uto Oyaenib CHAETh TUXO-
THXO, Y HAa YJIHIly HE BBICOBBIBATHCHI.

UroObl BIYCTUTh TUTPA, MPUILIOCh PACTIAXHYTh 00€ CTBOPKH JBepeil. MeslbKHY/Ia 3a10pHast
MBICJTb O TOM, YTO Ha TAKOM TUTPE MOXKHO ObLJIO OBl M TIOKATaThes. Beb MoKaraer, faxke ¢ yI0BOJb-
creueM! JlaHu TYT ke ofepHya ceOsi — He BpeMs [is pas3Bieuenuil. Hy)xHo npuBectu ceOst B opsi-
JOK M OTIPABJIATHCS Ha padoTy, Xenabrepaa Beab OyaeT KIarh.

Omna ykazana MexaHOMly Ha MECTO PsIIOM C IIYCTBIM M XOJIOZIHBIM KaMHUHOM.

— Bort. 3neck ThI MOKelb MeHs1 foxkuaaThes. Ho ecnu TeOs mo30BeT MpeAblayIid XO3sIHH,
TeOe ceayeT UITH.

«[Touemy 7»

— [ToTomy 4TO TOT/Ia OH MOWMET, YTO B TOPOJIE €CTh €IIle KTO-TO, KTO UMEET BJIACTh HaJ BaMu. A
MHe Obl OYeHb HE XOTEeJIOCh TIOKA YTO MOMNAAaThCs Ha I1a3a npuHily Kceony. MHue BooOie He XxodeTcs
ero BUJETh, TIOCJIE BCETO, YTO OH HATBOPHJIL.

Turp, THXO 3BSIKHYB O KaMEHHbIE TUIUTHI, YJIErcs, 3aHsIB BCe CBOOOIHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO Ha MOJTy.

JlaH1 TOJIBKO TOJIOBOM TTOKaYasa.

— Kak mHe Te0s1 Ha3bIBaTh?

«41 He 3HaI».

— Hy, xopormo. Tsl MabuvK UM JeBOYKa?

«He 3nat0. Ho x04y ObITh KaK Thi».

— B camom zierne, Bpsizl JIM y MEXaHOUMJIOB €CTh JIeJIHHE Ha MYXXUYHH U KEeHIIMH, — TpoOopMoTaa
JlaHu, — HO €CJTH THI XOUelllb ObITh IEBOYKOM, TOT/a s Ha30BY Tebs. .. Po3zerra.

«Po3zerTta».

BHyTpu Merammueckoro Kopiiyca 3apoXkJaJoch HEYTO, BEChbMa HAINOMHUHAIOLIEE YypuaHHe
JIOBOJILHOM KOIIIKH.

— OmmyHo, — cka3ana [lanu, — eciu Tebe HpaBuTCs, T Oyaenib Poserroii. Celiyac MHe HYKHO
YUTH, a BEPHYChH s BedepoM. TOIbKO MOKaIyHCTa, HUKOTO He pacTep3ail 10 MOero Bo3BpalleHus. A
sl BEPHYCb, U MBI OyIeM CHIETh BMeCTe U pa3roBapuBath. Hy, eciii 3axouerb.

A OTOM JTIOOOTIBITCTBO B351JIO0 BEPX.

Benp erie Tonbko paHHee yTpo, BpsA Jin XeJbrepa OTKPHIBAET CBOM MarasvH Tak paHo. A eciu
UATH OBICTPO, TO OHA JOOEpeTCs 1O Mara3uHa KO BpeMeHH.
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— Mocnymait, Pozerra, — JlaHu omycTuia JaJoHb Ha MIMPOKHA JIOO UYJOBHUINA U JIETOHBKO
TMOIJIauiIa, — €CJIA Thl CO MHOM TaK XOPOILIO pa3roBapuBaclllb, HE OTBETHUIIIb JIM HA OOUH BOIPOC?

«CripaimBaii, X03s1Ka».

— To1 ouens xopomas nesouka. Hacrosmas jienn, — xurpo Hadasa JlaHu, — CKaxu, IOYeMy Bbl
yowu cronbko Jozieii? Korma Bonum B ropoa?

Pozera nmomomnuasa, a 3aTeM TsKeJI0 OIYCTHIIA TOJIOBY Ha NEpEe/IHUE JIallbl.

«ITO CNOKXHO OOBSCHUTD, — 3aIIIENIECTENIO B COZHAHUM, — KOTJ]a Mbl 0OpeTany ceOsi U BIiepBbIe
OTKPbIBAJIM IJ1a3a, YTOOBI BUJIETH STOT UYJECHBII MUP, B HAC XKUJIO HEUTO, YTO 3aCTaBJISLJIO HAC JeaTh
TO, Yero Mbl He kenand. M yem fosnbiie oHO ObUIO B HAC, TeM OOJIbHEE, TeM CHIIbHEE SIpOCTb, TEM
OoJIbIIIe XOUeTCsl pBaTh BCe Ha CBoeM MyTH. U 9T0 *ke, BIOKEHHOE B HAC, TPUHYKAAJIO HAC JeTIaTh TO,
yto npukassiBa OH. A moToM Mpuilien UCTUHHBIA XO35IMH, 1 0CBOOOIMII Hac. Boinb yiua, a sipocTh
octanach. HyxkHo BpeMsi, YTOObI 1 OHa yIIIa. MHOTO BpeMeHM».

—HWHntepecHo, — ckazana J[lanu, — oueHb uHTepecHo. Ho ceituac-to Tede yxe nyumie? He xouercs
pa3pblBaTh HA YaCTU BCEX, KOI'O BUIUIIIb?

«Hamnoro nyuine. HamHoro nerue».

«Kasb, 4TO 1 HUYEro HE 3HAI0 O MEXAHOMJAX, — NMoayMaia [laHu, — Kak kajib, 4TO0 Anamap
HE yCIieJl HU4ero pacckasarb. Bo3mMokHO, Torma s Obl MOHSIA, YTO e C HUMU [IeJiaTh, YT00 BCEM
OBLJIO XOPOIIIO».

— MHue nyxHo unru, Poszerra. Byab 100pa, Beau cedst MpUIMYHO. . .

BHesarHO MexaHOMT HACTOPOKHMJT OCTPbIE YIIH, MOA00pat Nof cedst Jambl.

— Yrto? 4TO CIIy4nsoch?

N B 310T MUT B ABEPD NOCTYYaJIH.

«CnoBa Kuo. Wnu Poit BepHyiics7»

JlaHu oTBOpUJIa ABEPh U HE CMOIJIA CIEPXkKaTh U3YMJIEHHOTO BO3IJIaca.

— OnpBuH! Kak Tbl MeHs Haiuesn?

keksk

SneBrH JlaBepH, Kak Bceraa, BHIIIs N Oe3yKopu3HeHHO. benocHexHas pydarika ¢ aAparoreH-
HOW OyJIaBKOM, TEMHO-CUHHIA CIOPTYK, OTTEHSIIONIMIA SIPKUI TOIyOOH 1BET IJ1a3, BOJIOCH MPHYECaHbI
BOJIOCOK K BOJIOCKY, BBIOTCSI KOJIbLIAMHM HA BOPOTHHKE.

OH CHsUT ILIANY, 4yTh 3aMETHO MOKJIOHUJICS.

— 3npaBctByl, [JJaHuBbeH. S mory BoiTH?

— Jla, koHeyHO! — OHa LIarHy/a Ha3aj, JAaBas JOpory.

«He tporai1 ero, Po3erra. 910 Mo¥i Apyr, €e1MHCTBEHHBII HACTOSIIMIA APYT B STOM MUPE».

DNbBUH KUBHYJI, MIEPECTYIII MOPOT U OBICTpO orsiaesncs. Ero B3misa Ma3Hy I o MeXaHOUY,
Kak Oy/ITO He ObLJIO POBHBIM CUETOM HUYETO YAMBUTEIBHOTO B TOM, UTO Y BJOBBI BEPXOBHOTI'O MHKBH-
3UTOpA PSIOM C KAMUHOM pasJiercs 4yJOBUIIHbI MEXaHUYECKUN TUTP.

— Onu OynyT K TeOe TsAHyTbCs, [laHu, — 3aMeTuI1 OH, — 3TO YacTh TBoero Jlapa.

— DTa Ta 4acThb, KOTOPYIO s XOTs1 Obl IOHMMAIO, — OHAa YCMEXHYJach, — AjlaMap, K COXaJICHHIO,
HE ycIieJl MHE paccKas3aTb, 4TO K YeMY. ..

—Ja... aT0 TaK...

DNbBUH OCTAHOBWIICS Tiepe]l Held, OKUHYT PUIUPYMBBIM U Kak OyITO OLEHUBAIOIIUM B3IJIs-
JOM.

— 41 611 B 0ocoOHsIKe. K1o ckasai, 4To Thl OT HUX YIILIA.

— A Hpamu Tebe He ckasaia, 4YTo cama ke MeHs M BBITOHsIa?

— Tbl MOIJIa HE CITyIIaTh BOIUIM CTAPYXH, — CyXO CKa3aJl DJIbBUH, — Thl X0351Ka, JlaHUBbEH ApIO
Hupc. D10 TH MX MoI1a BBITHaTh. .. Ho 51 mpuiuen He 3a aTuM.

— XopoI110, 4TO ThI 3alllel, — HE YIEpXKaBIINCh, [JaHu B3s1a €ro 3a pyKy U Nopasujiach TOMY,
KaKOU XOJIOHOM OHA OKa3aJlach, — HO ThHI 3HAM, YTO Y MEHs Bce B mopsake. S yxe Hanuia padory,
SneBuH. He Tspkesnyto, momorars B Marasute. Tak 4to y MeHst OyayT JieHbIu, 1 OyJeT efa. ..
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My>X4rMHa TOMOPIIMJICA, KaK OyITO eMy ObLIO OOJIBHO.

— Yro 3a uymib TH roBopuiib, anu! BynyT y Tes neHbru, kak xe! [la y Te0s IeHer cTomibKo,
YTO THI MOXEIIb KYIUTh MOJI-TOPOJA U JIaKe HE 3aMETUTD ITOTO.

— DT0 HEe MOM JICHbI'M, U MHE CTOJIbKO He HYXHO, — JJaHn BHUMaTepHO Hadsoana 3a DibBuU-
HOM. Yrto-TO OBUTO ¢ HUM He Tak. Bpome Obl Bce B Mopsijike, HO TaKoe OIIyIIeHHe, YTO OH OYEHb
cuiibHO HepBHUYaeT. C yero Ob1?

BHesarHo D5bBUH CTHCHYJT €€ MabIbl ¥, HAKJIOHUBIIKCH, TPOIIETITAT Ha YXO.

— Ilanu, Munasi, y MeHsI XOpoIliie HOBOCTH. S1 pa3bickan AjlaMapa, U OH IMPOCHIT, YTOOHI s TeOs
K HEMY OTBeJl.

B ropre kak 6ynTo 3acTpsisi FOPbKHA KOMOK.

— OH... XuB? — OHa He y3HaJTa COOCTBEHHBIN TOJI0C, — CKaXu, DIbBUH, OH TipaBaa xkuB?!! O,
BceOnaruii, Tel He TIpeCTaBIseIIb, Kak s paja!

— XKug, xuB, — mpodopMOTaT DIIBBUH, — UAEM CKOpee, MOKa Hapo[y MaJlo Ha yaulax. Y Hac
HET BpeMeHHU, [IaHUBbEH.

— a, ugem!

Omna nozaxBaTuia nryOKy W Hocrienmia 3a ibBUHOM. [lepes r1a3amu Bce phIraio U KpyKu-
nock. Anamap xuB! JKus!!! Y oHu Tenepb yxk TOYHO OyayT BMecTe, 1 Bce Hamaautcs. O0s3aTesnbHO.

«W 51 6yny moOuth Te0s1, TH BeJjb JOCTOMH ITOTO. .. 51 TOYHO 3HAIO. ..»

JlaHu eiBa 0cO3HaBaJIa, YTO DIILBUH TALTUT €€ KyJa-To 32 COOOM.

— Ckaxu, uyro ¢ HUM? OH. .. paHeH?

— BbUT paneH, s BbUIeUMII, — DIIbBUH AaXe He CMOTpEJl Ha Hee, TOPOITWIICS TaK, YTO JIbIXaHHUe
COMIIOCH.

— Ilouemy xe OH cam He npuien?

— CnumkoMm ornacHo. Thl Bellb I0OJKHA TIOHUMATh, YTO MPHUHIL KCeoH. .. KOTOpbIl HBIHYE €ro
Benm4ecTBO KceoH, He MpOoCTHIT TOT OIIEHHUK U MpeObIBaHUE B 3aMKe DHII.

— Ox, fma... — mpuKycmia ryoy, TOHUMasi, 4TO Pa3roBOp ceivyac CBepHET He B TO PYCIIO.

— A 4t0 ¢ Koposiem Martuacom?

— IToru6, — DpBUH MPE3PUTETHHO XMBIKHYII, — MEXaHOHUIB PA30PBAJIH €r0 B KJIOUBSI.

— A npunu Hlenap? Takoi MUIbIi MaJIbUUK. . .

— Hackomnbko MHe M3BeCTHO, OTOBUT BUepa B 3aMOK DHII CO BCEMU MOYECTSMU U TPEJOCTOPOK-
HOCTSIMHU.

— D10 *e ero Opar, — npoulenTaia Jaxnu.

— DTO TaKoM e MpeTeHAeHT Ha mpectol, Kak u Kceon. Te, KTo cuasT Ha TpoHe, HUKOTAA He
ObIBAIOT YrcTeHbKUMHU, [laHn. Thl OobInas 1eBOYKa, IOKHA YK TIOHUMAT. . .

— IIpoctu. — OHa yuenuiach 3a pyKaB CIOPTYKa, — IPOCTH, DJIbBUH, MUAJIEHBKHI. . . BeceOnarmi,
Kak g paga, yro Anamap xuB! Criacu0o Tede, 4To BBUICUMIT ero, cracuoo!

MeJbkany MUMO KaKue-TO YJIUIIbl, Kakre-To AoMa. [JaHu OKOHYATeIbHO NOTepsIach, 1a U He
Aymaja O TOM, KyJa ee BeJeT DIbBUH. Besp r1aBHOe, 4To OHM HUTH K Ajlamapy! A TaM... OH 4TO-
HUOYb ipuayMaet. OHU BMECTe MPHUIyMAIoT.

— Ciona, — DibBYH, OIJISIAEBIINCH TI0 CTOPOHAM, OBICTPO 3aBell e¢ B OOJBIION KAMEHHBIN JIOM.
BHyTpH napmiia THIIMHA, U ObUIO XOJIOOHO, KaK OyATO HUKTO TaM He KWL

[ToTom OHM TOAHSUTUCH TIO CKPUITYYel JIECTHUIIE, Ha MUT 3aJIePKAJTHCh Y BBICOKMX PE3HbIX JIBe-
peii ¢ oOmynuBIIeNCs KPACKOH.

— Jlanu, — Havyau1 66110 DIBBUH, HO OceKcs. [Ipolienn pemuTenbHo, — UIeM.

JlaHu BIOXHYJA TOTTyOXe U 3aKMYPUJIACh.

Korga otkpbuia rasa, To yBHuesa, 4YTo HAXOAUTCS B IPOCTOPHOM 3aJjie, COBEPIIIEHHO ITyCTOM.
Ecmm korna-uudyns MeOesb 1 OblTa 3[ech, TO ee BhIBe3/u. [lapkeT Koe-rje BCIy4rsICs BOTHAMH OT
CBIPOCTH. Y JIaJIbHEro OKHa, Kyrasich B MATKOM CBETE YTpa, CTOSIT YeJIOBEK.

Mpbicnib, Oone3HHEHas!, TOpbKasi, 3aCTaBIJIA €€ 3aCThITh.
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«39t0 He Anamap!»

OnHa nocmoTtpesia Ha DIbBUHA, HO TOT OTBEJ IJ1a3a, KPEMKO CKaJl €€ PyKy U MPOTaIIWI Bliepes
Ha HECKOJIbKO maroB. [lanu BeipBaack. U kak OyATo U3aieka ycibliaia:

— Bame BenmuectBo. 51, kak u obermman, mpusesn BaM BAoBy Aslamapa Hupca.

IT0 ObLT HAMXYIIMI U3 BCEX BOZMOXKHBIX KOIIIMAapOB. 3a0bIB, KaK AbIIaTh, [laHu ooMepia ot
y’kaca ¥ CMOTpeJia, Kak MeJIJIeHHO 00OpauynBaeTcs K Hell IPUHII. .. BepHee, Kopoiib KceoH.

XoJIeHbI 1 JIOHEJb3s1 TOBOJIbHBINA TTPOUCXOASIIIAM.

Ona Bce *ke Haiuia B cebe Criibl 00EpHYThCS U B3MISIHYTh MPSIMO B I71a3a DJIbBHHY.

— Kak b1 Mor? — mpoienrazia ofHUMH ryoamu, — 3aueM 310 Tede? S He moHuUMar. ..

— 1 Bcerma ObLT TipefaH ero BenmuuecTBy Kceony, — JlaBepH y/nbIOHYJICS OTHUMU T'yOamu, a B
r71a3ax — Jiejl, U HeMmoHsATHAs OO0JIb.

— Tl'ocnoxa Hupc! — KceoH cnenan HECKOJIBKO IIAaroB HaBCTpeuy, — 51 COOOJIe3HYI0 BallieMy
ropio. Kakast nmoreps ajist Bcex Hac!

Hanu crnotHyna. [epen razaMu OTIUISCHIBAIM CEPbIE TEHU. A €I1le PE3KO 3aTOIIHUJIO, TaK YTO
MIPUIILIOCH JIBITIATH TTyOOKO U YacTo.

«Het-ner-Her. Ilycth 310 Oynet TombKo coH. TONBKO. .. COH...»

Ona cmorpena Ha KceoHa u BSJIO yAMBIISUIACh TOMY, KaK MOTJIO € HPAaBUTHCSI ITO JIUIIO, C
KOTOPOT'O HE CXOJIUT BhIpaKeHHEe CaMOI0BOIbCTBA. Kak eil MOoriu HpaBUTbCS €10 U3HEKEHHbIE PYKU
C TaKMMH MSTKUMU Tlasibliamu. Y 3amax ero oJjeKosIoHa. .. Ka3aJicsl TPOCTO HEBHIHOCUMBIM.

— T'ocnoxa Hupc? — o3agauenHo cnipocust Kceon, BcMaTpuBasich B €€ JIUIO, — BaM TUIOXO?..
Temneiimmii. .. benouka?!!

38



O. HlrepH. «Beapma c cepedpsHoii MeTkon. Kuura 2»

I'naBa 4. Cepatie rocnoxu

Ha, 310 Obuta OHa. BHe BCAKMX coMHEHMil. JIeBYOHKaA, KOTOPYIO OH UCIOIB30BaJI, M KOTOpast
JOJKHA OblJIa yMepeTh Ha MecTe, MCIeNeleHHas! HAJIOKEHHBIM Ha OLIEHHUK 3aKIMHAHUEM.

Ho [lanu 3aragousbiM 00pa3oM BBDKHIIA, U 9TOT (DaKT BHOBb pa3OyAnII MPUTHXIIIEE OBLIO OIIy-
IIEHHE TOTO, YTO BOBCE HE OH BEPILUT CBOIO CyAbOY, a TOJIBKO MPOAOJIKAET IUIBITh MO TEYEHHIO.

OpuH B3mIAN B CTOpoHY JnbBUHA. [louemy He ckaszan cpasdy? Otdero yraui, 4yro Asamap
JKEHUJICA Ha HUILLEH cilyxkaHke? A eciu U keHuscs, To noyemy? Yro Takoro pasrisjaen B benouke
BEPXOBHBII MHKBU3UTOP, YTO PELIMJICS Ha CTOJIb BONUIOIINI Me3asbsHC?

Momnuanue 3ataruBanoch, 1 Kceon coobpasuil, 4To IOMKEeH 4TO-TO CKasaThb. [leByIka cro-
KOWHO CTOslJ1a B JIBYX 11arax OT HEro, HEMHOro OJie[iHas1, HO BMECTE C TEM HEBEPOSITHO MUJIasl B ITyILIU-
CTOH 1IyOKe, C MPUUYECKOM M3 KOC. BBINyIeHHbIE TeMHBIE JIOKOHBI OOpaMIISIA YUCTOE JIMIMKO, U
B3IVISI M3-TIOJ] PECHUI] Ka3aJICsl MATKUM, OapXaTHBIM.

Kceon movimait ceOst Ha TOM, YTO €My XOUeTcsl IPUKOCHYThCS K OreiHor (haphopoBoii 1ieke,
MIPOBECTH TMOAYIICYKAMHU TAJIbIIEB 10 TOHKUM, HO TYCTBIM JIyram OpOBeii, OIIyTHUTh PUKOCHOBEHHE
I1€JIKa TEMHBIX BOJIOC. ..

«A'y Anamapa ryoa He ypa, — IOAyMaJs OH, — ¥ IUIEBaTh HAa YUCTOTY KPOBHU U T€HEAIOTMYECKOe
APEBO, KOIja B TBOEH MocTeNnu Takas Kykoska. Temueimuii! BoT 4to 3HauMT, NPHOJETh KEHILUHY.
Bbina 3amaparika, crana jieqd. A 6e3 ofek/Ipl HABEpHSIKA eIlle JydIle».

Barisg momMuMo BoM CKOJMB3HYN HUKe, K HeOONbIon rpyau laHu, 3aTeM HUXKe, K TOHKOH
Tasmu. W3-mox paccternyToil myOoku BUIEH OJECTSIINIA IIEeJIKOBBIN MOSICOK, MO TPYIbI0 3aBsi3aH-
HbII HeOpeKHBIM OaHTMKOM. VIHTepecHo, kakasi oHa Tam, nof Tpsinkamu? HexHast n rmagkas? W
HaobOopoT, koctsBasa? A koxa? Takas ke dapdopoBas?

— 51 He oxupan Teds yBuzeTh, [lanu, — HakoHel BbinaBiil KceoH, — s momarad, 4ro. ..

— UYro 51 ymepra? — BbIIOXHYJIA OHA, — HET, Ballle. .. BeJMuecTBO. BeeGnaruii MUIOCTUB KO MHE.

— Her-Her, ThI He 1oKHa ObUTa yMEpeTh, — OBICTPO COBPAJ OH, — HO THI... K€Ha BEPXOBHOTO
MHKBH3UTOPA. .. TO BHIIJISIIUT OoJiee, YeM CTPaHHO, Tebe He KaxeTcsi?

— 51 He HaBsA3BIBaJIACH B KeHbl MacTepy Hupcy, — ¢ gocromHcTBom oreetua JJanu, — 310 ObLIO
€ero, 1 TOJIbKO €ro pelieHue.

— Ho on meptB, k MoeMy rryOouaiiiiieMy coxaieHuio, — cka3ai KceoH.

OH BHHMartesIbHO HaOumoz1aJ1 3a cBoel bestoukoil. Cam He 3HaJl, YTO MLIET B €€ JIMLIE — COMHEHHUE
JI1, HENIPUSA3HB JIM K AJlamapy, pacTepsiHHOCTb?

Huuero. Ee o ObUTO CMOKOWHO, Kak IIagb 03epa B Oe3BeTpeHHyIo noroxy. Uto oHa Tam
ycriesa cka3ath DJIbBUHY, KOTZa OH TOJIBKO TMOBOpaurBaics K HUIM? OH 00s3aTeNbHO Y3HAeT, 4yTh
TO3XKe.

— Jla, MepTB, — 9XOM NOBTOpHJIAa OHA, OE3MATEKHO MNIAAA KyJa-TO CKBO3b OKHO, Kceony 3a
CIIUHY.

OH 3actaBui1 ce0s1 BCTPSAXHYThCS, SHEPTUYHO MOTEP JaJOHU. Mep3iu naniblibl, KUCTU PYK, U
9TO pasapaxkano. Kak 6ynro B Tese He XBaTaeT Teruia, YTOObl IPOTUBOCTOSATH CHIPOCTH U XOJIOAY .. .

Brpouem, Bee 910 Menouu, OH corpeercs Bo Baopue. [ 1aBHoe, 4yTo DbBUH NPUBEN KeHY AJja-
Mapa, 3TO ellle OWH KO3bIph B pPyKaBe, YTOOBI OKOHYATEIBHO J0OUTh MPOTHBHUKA. Tereph Obl He
CITyTHYTh ee. beslouku, oHM Be/ib MyTJIMBBIE. . .

N B 10 ke Bpems... OH Be/lb MOMHWJI, KaK OHa HIenHysa — Mo0mo. Eile HUKTO U HUKOrga
He ropopu KceoHy Huuero nogoOHOro, U 3T CJI0Ba IOYEMY-TO BBIICSIIN 3aMapallKy U3 JJTUHHOM
yepe/ibl POCKOIIHBIX M XOJOJHBIX, CJIOBHO MPaMOPHbIE CTaTyH, JBOPLIOBBIX IILTIOX.

BosmoxHO, Opak ¢ AiamapoM 1 He ObL1 eii pusiteH? M, BO3MOKXHO, ee 4yBCTBa K cOeXaBIIeMy
MIPUHILY BCE €11Ie KUBbI?
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— Hanu, — sHepruvyHo npousHec KceoH, — KOJIb CKOpO TBOW Cympyr Noruo, st 6epy Teds moj
CBOIO oneKy. Thl mepeesxkaelb BO JBOpELL. ...

— B kauectBe Koro? — ObICTPBII B3IV U3-TI0]] PECHHII.

— I'xm. B kauecTBe MO€i MOYETHOW TOCTHU.

— Ho y meHns ectb 1oM, Ballie BEJIMYECTBO.

— B ocobnsik Anamapa Hupca To1 Oosnbinie He BepHenibest. Heuero teGe ienath B TOM CKJIeTe, —
00OpyOwIT OH.

— CoOcTBeHHBIN OM, — YTOuHMJIa JJaH!, — MOM MYK. .. KyIIJI €r0 MHE He3a/I0J1r0 JI0 THOeH.
Tawm, npaBaa, TpedyeTcst PEMOHT. . .

Kceon maxHyn pykoii, cornarascs.

— Xoporo, oueHb xoporto. [ToxuBenis Bo JBOpILIE, 2 TEM BpeMEHEM HaAYHEM PEMOHTHUPOBATh
TBOU JIOM, ecJii Tebe Tak yrogHo. Mosi HaumepBeiinas 3a1a4a — 1o3adoTuTbes o Tede, laHu, yToOs!
ThI, KaK BJIOBa BEPXOBHOTO MHKBU3UTOPA, HU B Ye€M He HyXAakach. [la ¥ OTOM, K YeMy MOJIOIOM
JKEHIIMHE XWUTh B yenuHeHnu? Bo nBopie Oyaer Beceno. KiissHychb, Thl He MOKaJIeelb.

— Cnacu0o, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — €/1Ba CIIBIIIIHO MPOIIENTa]a OHa, IpUceias B JEraHTHOM
TMIOKJIOHE.

— 51 3auHTpUroBaH, — OH CHOBA MOTEP PyKH, — OTKyAa Thl, Janu? Tbl BeIIs/IENa HA OCTPOBE
KaK 3amMapallika, a Terepb BeJellb ceOsl Kak 3HaTHas JaMa. ITo Anamap CTojb OlaroTBOPHO Ha TeOs
MOBJMN?

['y6n1 [lanu TpoHyna crnadast yabiOKa.

— Koneuno, Bamie BenmmuectBo. OH MPUIIOKUIT HEKOTOPBIE YCUIIHS, YTOOBI 51 IOCTUIIIA XOTs OBl
YacTb MPUIBOPHOTO ITHKETA.

— Hy u 3ameuarenbHO, — 60apo 3ametun KceoH, — BpoueMm, y MeHs BpeMeHu B 00pe3. Ceityac
MOJIA/IyT KapeTy, ¥ Mbl TIOEAEM BO JIBOPEII.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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