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IIpoJior

UYach!l B xo1e mpodusu noiaHous. [lorpedabhbiii 380H. OHa Oexana nmo kopuaopy. Hapsa-
HOE TSDKEJIOe CTApOMOIHOE TUIaThe Melasio ei, 3amemyisass Oer. OHO ObUIO HEYHOOHBIM U UYKHUM,
MOTOMY YTO MPeIHA3HAYATIOCH /17151 IPYToi *KeHIIUHbI. TOHKOE MIepCTSHOE MOJI0THO Oy THIBAJIO HOTU
— Ha KaXJIOM IIary oHa 06osuiach CIOTKHYThCsI. OHa 1moio0pasia 0OKH BHIIIIE. .. €Il BHIIIe, IIOYTH JIO
KOJIEHA, ¥ PUCKHYJIA OIJISIHYThCS Yepe3 IIevo.

OH HeoTBpaTUMO NpuOIHKaicsa. OH MyYascs 3a Hell, CJIOBHO 00e3yMEBIIHIA OT 3araxa KpOBH
TOHYUH TeC, IPecyieyouil paHeHoro ofeHs. Korga-to AbsBONBCKU KPACHMBOE JIMIO — Py HEro
€e HeCYaCTHasl JISTKOBEPHAsl MaTh Peliiach Ha 3TOT Opak, 3aKOHUYMBIIUICS ee TMOesblo, — Ka3a-
JIOCh TeTiepb MAaCKOH ysKaca U MbLIaJIo CMEPTeIbHON HeHaBUCThI0. OH HArOHSUI ee, MOJTHbIE OSIeHCTBA
BBIITyYEHHBIE I71a3a €/IBa He JIOMAIMCh OT HATYI'H, BOJIOCH cTosu AbiOoM. Erne n1Ba miara — u HOX,
3aKaThIil B €r0 pyKe, KOCHETCs ee ropJa.

— OpsBomuua! — Ero sipocTHbIe BOILIM pa3HOCUINCH B X0Jute. TYCKJIbI CBET MepIiall Ha 3J10Be-
IIeM JIe3BUM B ero pyke. — Tol yxke MeprBa. [louemy Tl He octaBmia MeHsl B okoe? $1 oTrpasio
TeOs1 Ha3a[, B mpeucnofHion. Ha 3ToT pa3 s yx nocrapaioch cienaTh Bce Kak cieyeT. Thl CABIIUIIb
MeHs1, yepToBo npuBuaeHre? Ha 3ToT pa3 51 chenaio Bce Kak ciemyer.

OHa nonbITasiack 3aKpryarh, HO He cMorvia. OHa Oblia CIocoOHa TOJIBKO OekaTh — OekaTh U3
MOCJEIHUX CUJL

— 1 mocMmerock, Koraa TBOsI KPOBb 3aCTPYHUTCS 10 MOMM pyKaM! — peBell OH yke COBCEM OJTU3KO
3a ee crHOM. — Ha 3TOT pa3 Thl He BOCCTaHEIIb U3 MEPTBBIX, AbsBoiuIa! C T000M OyIeT MOKOHYEHO!

Ona BpIOEKaJIa Ha JIECCTHUYHYIO IUIOIIAJIKY, C TPYAOM TiepeBos abixanue. CTpax pa3pbiBa eil
ceparie. [TonoOpaB rIoTHBIE I0OKH elrie BhIllle, OHa METHY/IaCh BHU3 10 CTYIIEHbKaM, XBaTasiCh OJJHOW
PYKO#1 3a miepuiia, yToObl He yracTb. Byaer coBceM Heleno, eciii, yoerast OT Hoxxa, OHa cJloMaeT ceoe
IIEI0.

OH yxe 6mm3Ko, coBceM Om3ko. OHa MOHMMAJIA, YTO y Hee MOYTH He OCTAJIOCh ITAHCOB Clia-
cruck. Ha 310T pa3 oHa 3aiuia cimmkoM aajneko. OHa XoTesa Chirpath pojib MPUBUIEHUS, U, TIOXOKE,
eil MmpuaeTcs urpath 3Ty pojib 10 KOHIA. OH HACTUTHET ee, Mpesk/e YeM OHa ycreeT cOexarb IO
JIECTHULIE.

N Bce-Taku oHa 100MIach CBOETO — MOJMy4YMiIa JOKA3aTeIbCTBO, KOTOpOe MCKana. B mbsHOM
SIPOCTH OH CO3HAJICsI BO BceM. Eciu eli ynacTcs criacTich, OHa CyMeeT OTOMCTHUTD 3a CBOIO Oe/IHYIO
Matb. Ho kaxercs, 3To paccienoBanue OyeT CTOUTh e JKU3HU.

Ele cekyHa, u ero pykH CXBaTST ee — CTpaIllHasl TApOAUsI Ha T MOXOTIUBbIE OObATHUS, KOTO-
PbIMH OH TTPECIeIOBAIl €e HECKOJIBKO JieT Ha3a/l. M B Hee BOMIET Jie3BUe HOXa.

Hox!

TI'ocrogu, HOX!

Ona ycrienia mpo6exath MOJIOBUHY JIECTHUIIBI, KOT/Ia BAPYT Oe3yMHbII BOILIb €€ MpeciieoBa-
TeJisl pa3opBasl TEMHOTY.

OHa B yxace oOepHyJiach M TIOHSUIA, YTO Tereph OOpedYeHa BCIO )KU3Hb TPENeTarTh Mepe moy-
HOYHBIM YacoM. B 1mostHOub K Helt Bcerga OymyT BO3BpalaThCst KOIIMAPHI.
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I'maBa 1

Bukropus Kimap XaHTHHITOH 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KOrja Ha Hee 3areBayid oxory. K nBaanaty yersl-
PEM rozam OHa YK€ Hay4ywJach Pacro3HaBaTb XUTPOCTH CBETCKMX OXOTHHKOB 3a IPHUAAHBIM. YTO
nofieJ1aellib, OoraTble HaCJAEIHUIIBl — JKeJIaHHast J0ObIYa /11 MHOTHUX.

To 00CcTOATENBCTBO, YTO OHA JI0 CUX IMOp OblIa HE 3aMYKeM M OCTaBaJlach MOJHOM XO3SIMKOM
CBOET0 HEMAJIOTO COCTOSIHUA, JIUIIb IOATBEPK A0 YMEeHNE BUKTOpUM yXOOMTh OT CETEN JIyKaBbIX U
XUTPOYMHBIX OXOTHUKOB, 3allOJIOHMBIIMX €€ MUp. [JaBHBIM-JaBHO BukTopus nokjsiace cede, 4to
HUKOI'Ja He MaJeT KEPTBOU MX JIMLEMEPHOTO, HO MIOPOX HEOTPAa3UMOrO OYapOBaHUS.

Opnnako Jlykac Mamiopu KonOpyk, HOBbI rpady CTOyHBei1, MOKa3aics e COBCEM APYTUM.
MozxkeTr ObITh, OH TOKE U3 TeX, KTO UIIET YIOOHOTO Ciydasi, HO B HEeM He 3aMETHO HH JIyKaBCTBa, HU
nerkombicust. Cpeay pa3psKeHHBIX CBETCKUX TaBJIMHOB OH Ka3ajcs sICTpeOoM.

Bukropus 3agymanach, He TpUBJeKaloT Jiu ee B CTOyHBEIIIE KaK Pa3 Te KaueCTBa, YTO JOJIKHBI
ObUTM OBl HACTOPOXKUTDH: BHYTPEHHSISI CUJIa M HecrnOaemas Boisl. VIX mpecTaBuiii Apyr Jpyry JIUIIb
yac Ha3aJ. Ho oHa He Mory1a He MpU3HaTh, YTO 9TOT HEOOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK Cpa3y e OKOJIAOBAJI ee.
YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OHA OLLYTHJIA, OYEHb BCTPEBOKMWIIO €€. BUKTOpHSA NOHMMaJIA: 34€Ch TaUTCA OIac-
HOCTb.

—IMo-moemy, A onATh BHIArpaia, MWIOpH. — VI3411HOM, 3aTSAHYTOU B IepyaTKy pykoi Bukropus
PasIoKuIa CBOM KapThl Ha 3€JIEHOM CyKHE CTOJIA, OJApUB MIPOTUBHUKA OC/IEHUTEIbHOMN YIIbIOKOH.

— Ilozgpasnso Bac, Mucc XaHTUHITOH. CerogHs BaM YIUBUTEIBLHO BE3ET.

CroyHBeiis1, B cepbIX IJIa3ax KOTOporo Bukropusi ¢ 6eCriokoicTBOM pasinyalia CTpaHHYIO IIpU-
3pavHyI0 TeHb, BOBCE HE OIeYaIMICsl CBOMM ITpOUTphiiiieM. HarpoTus, oH, KaxeTcst, ObUT paj] TAKOMY
WCXOJly WUI'PhI, CJIOBHO OCYIIECTBJICHUIO XOPOIIO 0OlyMaHHOTo IulaHa. BUKTOpHs 4yBCTBOBaNa, 4TO
rpag 4ero-To KAET OT Hee.

— Jla, MHe ceroiHst O4eHb Be3JI0, He IpaB/a Jin? — mpodopmotaia Bukropus. — 1o paxe mouo-
3PUTEBHO.

— MHe Obl ¥ B TOJIOBY He MTPUIIUIA TaKast MbICIb. BB He TOJKHBI PUCKOBATh CBOEH pemnyTanuen
UTPOKa, MUCC XaHTUHITOH.

— 9T10 no-peiapcku, mwiopd. Ho a4 nvena B By BoBce HE CBOW pemyraunuio. I He Xyxe
Bac 3HAI0, YTO HE MOILIEHHAYaJIa B Urpe. — BUKTOpUSA 3aTtaniia ApIXxaHUe, IOHUMas, YTO, [IPOU3HECS
3Ty (ppasy, OHa CTyNHIa Ha TOHKUH Jieq. Benp oHa oOBMHWMIIA rpada B TOM, YTO OH IepeepruBall,
CIIOCOOCTBYSI €€ BBIUTPBIIIY.

I'naza CroyHBeiia BCTpETWIN U YIEPKaIX €€ B3IUIA . BeipakeHue ero mua ocraBajloch Iyra-
I01IE CTIOKOVMHBIM. Heykesu B 93TUX XOJIOAHBIX CEPBIX IV1a3aX HUKOTJA HE BCIIBIXMBAJIA UCKPA )KUBOTO
yyBCTBa? BUKTOpHUA HUYETO HE CMOIJIA ITPOYECTh Ha €I'0 JIMILE, KPOME HACTOPOKEHHOTO OKUAAHUA.

— Byznpre n0OpsI, MOSICHUTE BalllM CJIOBA, MUCC XaHTHHITOH.

BuxTopus TyT ke penmiia OTCTYNHUTh Ha Oosiee Ha/IeKHYIO TOUBY:

— Ilpomy Bac, He oOparaiiTe BHUMaHHUs Ha MOM CJIOBa, MAJIOPH. S MPOCTO OYeHb yIMBUIACH
CBOEMY BE3€HMIO, TOYHO TaK K€, KaK M Bbl. MeHsI MOKHO Ha3BaTh B JIy4IlleM ClIydae JIoOUTeNeM, a
y Bac pemnyTauus ONbITHOIO UIPOKa.

— Bl MHe JibcTHUTE, MUCC XaHTUHITOH.

— He nymato, — Bozpasuiia Bukropus. — 4 ciblnana 1esyio NoBECTb O TOM, KaKUe MOABUTY Bb
COBepIlIaeTe 32 KApTOYHBIMU CTOJIaMU YaiiTa 1 Bpyka 1 B Apyrux meHee pecrniekraOebHbIX KTyOax.

— INonaraioo, 3T¥ MOABUTU CUJIBHO TpeyBeandeHbl. OHAKO BBl MPOOYIMIM BO MHE JIIOOOITBIT-
cTBO. MBI C BaMH TOJIBKO YTO MO3HAKOMMJIMCh — KOT/Ia € BbI YCIeIn coOpaTh 3TU MOBECTU?

He morna e Bukropus npu3HaThes, 4TO 1Ba Yaca Hazajl, Korja rpad TOJIBKO BOLIEN B OaIbHBIHI
3aJ1, OHa Ccpasy ke MPUHSJIACh PACCIIPAIMBATh O HEM CBOIO noApyry AxHabesty JIunaBya.
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— 41 yBepeHa, BaM MpPEKpacHO M3BECTHO, KaK OBICTPO PACIPOCTPAHSIOTCS TIOJOOHBIE CITyXH,
MUJIOP/.

— Koneuno. Ho xeHIHa, OTIMYAOMIASCS CTOJb BHICOKUM MHTEJUIEKTOM, KaK Bbl, MOIJIa ObI 1
HE TPUCITYIINBATHCSA K CIUIETHSIM. — JIerkuM Iy1aBHbIM JiBMkeHneM CTOyHBEI coOpast KapThl, MOJI0-
KIJT HA CTOJT CBOIO MBSIIIIHYIO JIAJOHb C APUCTOKPATUYECKUMHU JUTMHHBIMH MaJIbI[AMHU U XOJIOIHO YJIbIO-
Hysicst Buktopun. — Tak BB HAMEpEeHBI TIOTYYUTh CBOW BBIUTPHIII, MUCC XAHTUHTTOH ?

BukTopusi TpeBOXHO IJIsSIHYJIa Ha HETO, HEe B CUJIaX CIIPABUTHCS C BOJIHEHUEM. Bynib y Hee XOTh
KareJsbKa 3JJpaBoro CMbIC/IA, OHa TIOJIOKMIIA Obl 9TOMY KOHEII 3[IeCh U ceivac, ckaszasa oHa cede. Ho
CErOJIHsI €l He XBaTaJo TOW XOJIOMHOW U SICHOM JIOTHIKH, KOTOpasl BCErJa BeIpydasa ee B MOJ0OHBIX
oOcrosiTenbcTBax. Hukoraa ere oHa He BCTpevaia MyK4uH, Moxoxkux Ha CToyHBela.

[IIym pa3roBopoB 1 cMeX 3a KapTOUYHBIMH CTOJIAMH B TOCTHHOM Jieli ATEpPTOH OTOJBUHYJIUCH,
Y My3bIKa, TOHOCHUBINASICS U3 3aJ1a, CTajIa aJIeKOM U MPUITYIIeHHON. OrpOMHBIN JIOHJIOHCKUN 0CO0-
HSIK ATEPTOHOB ObLIT MEPETOTHEH N3bICKAHHO OJIETBIMH 3aBCErJaTasiMH BBICIIIETO CBETa, KPYTroM cye-
THJIUCh CITyTH, HO BUKTOpUY BHE3AITHO MOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO OHU OCTAJIUCh C TpachOM BIBOEM.

— Moti BBIMITPHIIIT, — MEJIJIEHHO MOBTOpMIIa BUKTOpUS, MBITASICh IPUBECTU MBICTH B MTOPSIOK. —
KoneuHo, s1 Beib I0JKHA TIOYYUTh €ro, mpasa?

— IloMHUTCS1, MBI UTpaITH HA KeJlaHue? Bbl BHIMTpai U BIpaBe MoTpedoBaTh OT MEHs UCIIO-
HEHUs1 JTI00O0H Ballledl MPUXOTH. Sl K BallluM ycITyram.

— Idymaio, cap, B JaHHBII MOMEHT 51 HE HYK/IAI0Ch B BAaIlIMX YCIIyrax.

— Bbl BriosiHE yBEepeHbl B 3TOM?

OHa ynuBHIIaCh, 3aMETHB 3arOBOPIIMIIKOE BHIPAKEHUE €ro IJia3. DTOT YeJIOBEK 3HAeT OOJbIle,
4eM CJIEA0BAJIO Obl.

— BniosiHe yBepeHa, — noaTBEpaUIa OHa.

— K coxanenuio, BBIHYK/JIEH BO3pa3uTh BaM, MUCC XaHTUHITOH. He coOMHeBaloch, BaM IIPUro-
asTcs Mou yenyrd. Hackoibko MHE M3BECTHO, CETO/IHSI HOUYBIO BaM IMOHAI00MTCS COMPOBOSK/IAIOIIHH,
KOrJa Bbl ¢ MUcc JIMHIBY/ OTITPAaBUTECH B MIOUCKAX MPHUKJIIOYCHUI HA SIPMApKYy.

Bukropus 3amepia.

— Yt0 Bam M3BECTHO 00 3TOM? — BBIJOXHYJIA OHA.

CTOYHBEIAT JIETKO MOIIEBEINIT KOJIOAY KapT OAHUM MaJIbIIEM:

— Mui ¢ JIunaBynom apy3bs. OfHYU M Te ke KITyObl, HHOTJa UTpaeM BMecTe B KapThl. 3HaeTe,
KaK 3TO ObIBaer.

— Jlopn JIunaeyn? Bpar AuHaOemnbi? OH BaM ckazan?

— Ja.

Bukropus crpaliiHo paccepauiacs:

— OH ofeman NpOBOAUTH HAC CETOIHS U Jajl CJIOBO, YTO HMKOMY HHUEro He ckaxeT. Kak oH
nocMen o0CyKaaTh 3T0 ¢ mpusATeasaMu? I1o yxe caumkom! M mocie 3Toro My X4uHbl Ha3bIBAIOT
s*eHvH crutetHuamu! Kakoit mosop!

— BBl He JIOJDKHBI TaK CEpIUThCS HA HErO, MUCC XaHTHUHITOH.

— OObsicHUTe MHe, 4TO ke crenan JIuaasyn? OObSIBIII Ha BeCh KIIyO, UTO OH COITPOBOXKIACT
CBOIO CECTPY U €€ TOJIPYTy Ha sipMapky?

— OH He 00BABIISLT 00 TOM BceMy KJ1yOy, yBepsiio Bac. OH ObUI cliepXkaH U oCTOpokeH. B koHIe
KOHIIOB, 9TO KacaeTcs ero cecTpsl. Ecim BbI XOTHTE 3HATH MpaBy, JIMHABYA TOBEPUIICS MHE, TIOTOMY
YTO CUTYallMsl IPEJICTABIISIIACh €My CIMIIIKOM CIIOKHOM.

— CnoxHoii? He BUXy, B 4eM TyT CIOXHOCTb. Heyxkenu oH OecroKOUTCs HM3-3a TOJOOHBIX
nycTsikoB? OH BCEro-HaBCero JI0JKeH MPOBOAUTH MeHsI 1 AHHAOeJUTy B MapK Ha ry/siHbe. UTo MokeT
OBbITH MpoIIe? — MapupoBajIa OHa.

— Hackonpko MHe u3BecTHO, Bbl U AHHabem1a oka3anu Ha JIMHOBYOa cephe3HOe JaBJieHHe,
YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh €T0 YUaCTBOBATH B Ballel aBaHTiope. OH elle COBCEM MaJIbUMK, U BbI C JIETKOCTHIO
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BeptuTe UM. K cuacThio, OH BCe e JOCTaTOYHO B3POCJIbIA, YTOOBI BOBPEMSI TTOKAJIETh O CBOEH YCTYII-
YMBOCTH, U €My XBaTHUJIO 3/IpaBOTO CMBICTIA OOPATUTHCS 32 TIOMOIIIBIO.

— Ax-ax, 6engnbiii Manbunk! Yermyxa kakas! DTo 3BYUYHT Tak, OyITO Mbl ¢ AHHAOEIUION CHIION
tamM beptu Ha ApMapky.

— Pa3Be Her? — He ycrynai el CTOyHBEI.

— Pazymeercs, HeT. MBI pOCTO OOBSICHWIN €My, UTO MOM/IEM CErofiHsl Ha sipMapKy BHE 3aBU-
CUMOCTH OT €ro JeJIaHWsI, U TOTJa OH MPeJIOKUIT MPOBOAUTH HAac. OYeHb BEMKOIYIIHO C ero CTO-
POHBI, 110 KpailHE Mepe TaK 3TO BBIIISIZIEINO.

— BbI He octaBuM eMy BHIOOpa. Bbl ipekpacHo 3HaeTe, 4To OH, KaK [UKEHTJIbMEH, He MOT OTITy-
CTUTb Bac OfHUX. YKCTOI BOABI IAHTAXK, U 5 TIOJO3PEBAI0, MUCC XaHTUHITOH, STO Ballla Ues.

— IanTax? — Buktopus npuinia B ipocTh. — 51 oTBepraio Barie 0OBUHEHUE, MUJIOP/.

— Iloyemy sxe? Bo3MOKHO, s1 HEMHOT'O U IIPEYBEIMYUBAI0, HO, B CYIIIHOCTH, BCE TaK U €CTb. Bbl
e TIoHnMaeTte, uto JIMHABYA He coryiacuiicsi Obl COMPOBOXK/IATh BAC U CBOIO CECTPY B TAKOE COMHHU-
TEJIbHOE MECTO, ecii Obl Bbl HE MPUTPO3KIN €My, UTO OTIpaBuTech ogHu. Eciu Obl MaTepu mucc
JIMHJBY[ CTAJI0 U3BECTHO O Balllel CeroHsIITHeN 3aTee, C Hell CTyuniach Obl ICTEPHKA, JIa U C Balen
TETel CKOpee BCEro TOXe.

— VBepsito Bac, y Terymku Kiieo HUKor1a He ObIBaeT UCTEPUK, OHA OUYEHb pa3yMHasl KEHIMHA, —
BO3pasuia Buktopusi, MCKpeHHe JII0OUBITIAsI CBOIO TIOUYTEHHYIO POJCTBEHHHMILY.

Ho ona moHmMaina, 4to oTHOCUTENTbHO Matepu AHHaOesutsl rpady CTOYHBEIJI COBEpIIIEHHO
nipaB. Eciu b1 team JIMHABY] y3HAA O TUIAHAX TOYEPH Ha CETONHSIIHION HOYb, C HEl HEMPEeMEHHO
CIy4niach Obl McTeprKa. biaroBocnutaHHble IOHBIE JIEAU HE Pa3ry/IMBaIOT 10 HOYaM.

— Iyctp Bama TeTs U pa3ymMHasi )KeHIIIMHA — TOTOB IOBEPUTh BaM B 3TOM Ha CJIOBO, ITOCKOJIBKY
HE UMeJ ellle YeCTH MO3HAKOMUTHCA C Jiean Hermmmmm, — HO TeM He MeHee YOeX[eH, UTO OHa He
ofoOpria OBl BAIIMX TUIAHOB, — TIpoAokan CTOyHBEIII.

— Kak tomnpko yBuxky nopaa Jlunasyna, st ero npuayiry. OH He JUKeHTJIbBMEH — OH TpeJall Hac
caMbIM OeCYEeCTHBIM 0OPa30M.

— He BuHuTE €ro 3a To, 4TO OH MHE JIOBEpUJICA. Sl MHOTO JIET MPOBEJN B ApMUM, M MHE JIETKO
pacro3HaTh, KOrja MoJIOIoN YeJIOBEK YeM-TO 03a004eH. A JT0OBITh Y Hero MOJIPOOHOCTH HE COCTaB-
JISITO TPyJA.

— K yemy Bam 310? — npuILy pUBIIKCH, clipociia Bukropusi.

— CkaxeM Tak, peJnpusATHe MOKa3aIoch MHe BechbMa JT0OONbITHEIM. Korna JIMHABY M moHST,
YTO 51 C PaJJOCTBIO TOTOB TIOMOYb €MY CETO/IHSI HOUbIO, OH BBUIOKIMII BCE M ITPOCKII MEHsI ObITh BalllM
CITyTHUKOM.

— Bol He oTBeTmiM Ha Borpoc. [Touemy Bac BooOIIEe 3TO 3aMHTEPECOBAIO?

— O Moux cooOpaxeHHUsIX TOBOPUTb He CTOUT. — JlmHHbIe naibibl CTOyHBEiIa CHOBA JIETKO
MpoOeKau 1Mo Koyoze KapT. — MHe KakeTcs, mopa 0OCyAUTh BOSHUKIIYIO MPOOJIeMy.

— He Buxy HUKaKO# MpoOIeMBbl.

Kpome kak n36aBUTHCS OT Te0s1, MBICIIEHHO J0OaBMIIa OHa. IHTYHMIIMS 1 Ha 9TOT pa3 He NofBeia
Buxropuio. Eii cienyer 6exars or CTOyHBeiIa, KaK TOJBKO MPEICTABUTCS BO3MOKHOCTh, HO YeM
Jajbllie, TEM CHJIbHEE OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO TAKOW BOZMOXHOCTH Y Hee yke He OyneT. BuesamnHo Bce
MEJIOUM HavaJlv CKJIA[IIBATHCS U BHICTPAUBATLCS B HEKHUI 3aMbICell, KOTOPBIH yKe OCYIIeCTBIISIICS 1
HaJl KOTOPHIM OHA HE MIMeJa BJIACTH.

— BbI He ;ymaeTe, YTO HaM CTOUT OOCYUTH MOAPOOHOCTH BEUEPHETO MPUKJITIOUYEHH ST, MUCC XaH-
TUHTTOH?

— Cniacu60, MBI yXe TpOayMaJIi Bce JeTain. — BUKkTopusi He coOupasnach BBITYCKaTh MHUIHA-
TUBY U3 CBOUX PYK.

— I[Nocrapaiitech NOHATH MeHS. MOXeT ObITh, BO MHE TOBOPHT OBIBIIIMI COIIAT, a MOXKET, BUHOW
BCEMY JIDOOMBITCTBO, HO 5 IPEANOYUTAIO 3HATH BCE OIPOOHOCTY MPEAIPUATHSA MTPEXKIE, YeM PUMY
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B HeM yuacTtre. bynpre 1oOpbl, M3JI0KHTE IJIaH IeUCTBUI, — HEBUHHBIM rosiocoM nonpocui CToyH-
BEIJL.

— Ilouemy, no3BosibTe cripocutsh? Sl Bac He npuralana.

— 41 Xouy okazaTh BaM yCIyry, MUCC XaHTHHITOH. JIMHIBYH ObLT OnarojapeH, Korjaa s mpej-
JIOKHJT €My CBOE COZIEMCTBUE, HO M BBl TAaKXke JOJKHBI IOHUMAaTh, HACKOJIBKO yIOOHEe MMETh elle
ofiHOTO cryTHUKA. Houblo ToMNMa cTaHOBUTCS TPyOOi M TOUTH HEYIPABIISIEMOM.

— MeHst HU4yTh He BOJIHYET rpyOast Tosma. B 3TOM-TO ¥ eCTh BCsI ITPeecTb MPUKJII0YESHUs !

— B takoM citydae BbI 10 KpaiiHei Mepe OyzieTe MHe OflaroiapHsl, €CJIH 51 COXPaHIO TalfHy, KOTa
MEHS$1 CEroJiHs1 Be4epoM IIPEACTABAT Balllell TeTe.

C MmunyTy BHuKTOpHSs paccMarprBalia €ro B HalIPSKEHHOM MOJTYaHUU.

— Mue kaxercs, JIMHABY] HEe eIUHCTBEHHAs XepTBa IIaHTaxa B 3Toil ucropuu. [lo-moemy,
Ternepb Bbl IPUHSIUCH 32 MEHSI.

— Brl 00mxaete MeHs, MUCC XAHTHUHITOH.

— 4 ¢ pamocThio 0OMKY Bac, €Cli 3TO U30aBUT MEHS OT MOMX MPOOJIeM.

— 41 mporry Bac BuzIeTh BO MHE He TIpodiieMy, a ee pelieHue. — MeaseHHast yabplOka TpOHyIa
ero ryosl. CTpaHHasi TeHb B €r0 Ila3ax He ucuesdna. — §l BCero-HaBCero Mmpolly paspenieHust ObITb
BalllUM CIIyTHUKOM BEU€pOM, KOT/ia Bbl OTBAKMTECh BBIMTH HA OIACHBIE YJIUIIbI roposa. Tem cambiM
s C paJIOCThI0 M30ABIIOCH OT CBOETO KAPTOUYHOTO JOJTa.

— A ecii s OTKaXyCh MOJYYHTh C BAC BBIUTPHIIII MTOJOOHBIM 00Opa30M, Bbl BCE pAaCCKaXeTe TeTe,
Tak?

CroyHBei1 B3AOXHYT:

— Byzner oueHb HENMPUATHO BceM yyacTHUKAM Balllero MaJeHbKOI'O 3ar0BOPa, ECJIM MaTepy MUCC
JIMHABY[ MM Ballieyl TeTe CTaHeT U3BECTHO O BalllMX IUIaHAX Ha CETrOIHSIIHUI Beuep, HO HUKTO He
MOJET MpeIyrajgarh, O YeM MouaeT Oecea, BepHO?

BukTtopus pe3ko cxkxasa B pyke Beep U XJIONHYJIa UM IO CTONY:

— Tax s u 3Hana. Bee-Taku manTax!

— CkBepHOE CJI0BO, HO $I TOTOB COIVIACUTBCS C BaMU: 9TO IAHTAX.

OxoTHuK 3a npugaHeiM. Jpyroro oObsichenusi HeT. Eil elle HUKoraa He BCTpevascs TaKou
CaMOYBEPEHHbIN 1 HACTOWYMBBIN MOKJIOHHUK. OOBIYHO OXOTHHUKH 32 TIPUJIAHBIM CTapaloTCsl MpUAep-
JKHBATHCS CAMBIX M3BICKAHHBIX MaHep, IIOHAYATy OHU — camo Osaroponctso. Ho Buktopust mpuBbikia
JOBEPSATh CBOCH MHTYUIINH.

Ona BHOBb BCTpeTHIIACh B3MII110M co CTOYHBEMJIOM U 3aMeplia Ha MUT, OYAPOBaHHAs YTIOPHBIM
BBUKM/IAIOMINM OJIECKOM €ro KeCTKUX cepbix I71a3. OHa XoTesa NOIHATHCS M3-32 KAPTOYHOTO CTOJA —
rpa¢ Toxe BCTal U MOMOT €l OTOABUHYTD CTYIIL.

— 41 Oymy *xJaTh CBUIaHUSI C BAMU TO3KE BEYEPOM, — HICMTHYJI OH i, KOrJja OHa BBHIXOAMJIA U3-
3a cToJa.

— Ecnu Bb HajieeTech 3aroiyYuTh MO€ COCTOSIHUE, MUJIOP[, PACCTaBJISIUTE CBOM CUJIKH B JIpY-
I'OM MeCTe, — HApOYUTO MeJIJIEHHO npou3Hecna Bukropus. — Co MHOIA Bbl TOJILKO HAllPacHO MOTEpSi-
ere BpeMsl. §l roToBa pU3HaTh Ballly MaHEpy JOCTATOYHO OPUTMHAIBHOM, HO TEM HE MEHee 51 OT Hee
HE B BOCTOpre. YBepsiio Bac, MHE yAaJIoch M30exkarh KyJa OoJiee pUBJIEKaTeTbHBIX IPUMAaHOK.

— MHe roBopuim 00 3TOM.

OH 1mies1 ps10M ¢ Hell — 002 OHY HATTPABJISUTUCh B CBEPKAIOIIHIA, TEPENOTHEHHbIN TOCTSIMH TaH-
LeBaJIbHBIN 3aJ1. BUKTOpUS CHOBA, Kak 1 10 UT'Pbl, OTMETUJIA KAKyI0-TO HEECTECTBEHHYIO, U3JTUIIHIOI
YeTKOCTh B Noxozike CToyHBeIa. DJIeraHTHbI YEPHBIN BEYEPHUI KOCTIOM, U3bICKAHHO MOBSI3aHHBIN
TaJICTyK, IJIOTHO OOJIeraolye OpIoKY 1 CBepKaloIue Ty — Bce MOJHbIE YXHUIIPEHUSI ero TyaseTa
HE MOIJIM CKPBITh, YTO rpad NpuXpaMbIBaeT Ha JIEBYIO HOTY.

— W 9ro e BaM roBoprIv, MIJIOpA? — TpeOOoBaTesIbHO cripocuiia Bukropusi.

OH nosxai riedyamu:

— T'oBopwutn, 4TO BBl HE OCOOEHHO MHTEPECYETECh 3aMYKeCTBOM, MUCC XaHTHUHITOH.
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— Bamm ocBepomutenm omuomuck. — OHa X0MOIHO ynblOHYIack. — Henb3s ckaszarh, 4To s He
0COOEHHO MHTEPECYIOCh 3aMyKECTBOM. 1 UM COBEpILIEHHO HE MHTEPECYIOCh — COBEPILIEHHO !

CroyHBeii1 Opociil Ha Hee OIEHUBAIOLIIA B3I

— Ouenp xanb. Eci Ob1 y Bac ObIT MyX, BbI 3200THJIMCH OBI IO BEYEpam O CBOEW CeMbe U
HE TBITAIUCh PA3BJIEKAThCsl PUCKOBAHHBIMU MPUKITIOUEHUSIMU BPOJE TOTO, KOTOPOE BBl M300pesn Ha
CEeroIHsI.

BukTopusi cusiione yibOHynach:

— 4 rmy6oko yOesxkaeHa, 9To MPUKIIIOUeHHE, IOJOOHOE TOMY, KOTOpOe 51 i300pesia Ha CerofiHs,
ropasao UHTEpecHee CKYYHBIX 0OSI3aHHOCTEH KeHbl!

— W Ha yeM ke OCHOBaHa Ballla yBePEHHOCTh?

— Jluuneiii omeiT, MuIOpa. Mosi MaTh BBIIIIIA 3aMYXK 3a 4elloOBeKa, KOTOPOMY HYXKHO OBLIO
TOJIBKO €€ COCTOsTHHE, ¥ OH Moryomt ee. Mosi TeTsl TOKe BBIIILIA 3aMyX 32 OXOTHUKA 33 MPUAAHBIM,
HO, K CYACTBIO, Y HETO XBAaTHJIO COBECTH MOTMOHYTh MOJIONBIM Ha 0xoTe. [TOCKONbKY 51 He Mory pac-
CUMTBIBATh, YTO MHE TOBE3ET TaK ke, KaK U e, s MPEANoYnTai0 He PUCKOBATh U BOOOIIIE HE AyMaTb
0 3aMYKeCTBe.

— Bbl He GouTech JUIIUTHCSA CAMOTO IJIABHOTO B JKM3HU JKEHIIMHBI? — OCMEJMJICS OH 3a1aTh
BOIIPOC.

— Hu B maneiimeii crenenu. He Biky B Opake HUUEro MpHBJIeKaTeIbHOTO.

BuxTopus pacnaxnyna Beep, CKpbIBasi HEBOJIBHYIO IPOXb B pyKax. BocrmomuHanusi o Mesou-
HO, MOCTOSTHHOM JKECTOKOCTH €€ OTUMMA U €T0 MbsIHOM sIPOCTH IO OTHOIIEHUIO K €€ MaTepy HUKOTAa
He OcTaBJIsuM ee. Jlaxe sipkuii CBeT OaJIbHOM 3aJIbl HE MOT OTOTHATh U paccesiTh UX.

OnHa TOMHO OOMaxHYJIaCh BeepoM, Hajiesich, uTo CTOYHBEII ONMET, KaK il HaCKY4HJI pasro-
BOP C HHM.

— IIpoiry M3BMHUTE MeHs1, MUAJIOPA. S JOJIKHA IOTOBOPUTD C MOIPYTOM.

OH npocieans 3a ee B3MIsI0M:

— AX na, 6eccrpariHas AnHaOesuia JInaasya. KoneuHo, eif Toxe He TepruTcst 0OCYIUTh Ballin
TuiaHbl. Pa3 BbI OTKa3bIBaeTeCh JOBEPUTHCS MHE, IPUAETCS Y3HaBaTh MogpoOHOCTH camoMy. He Gec-
MOKOKTECh, CTpaTerusi — MOM KoHeK. — CTOyHBEIJI TaJlaHTHO CKJIOHWIICA Hall pykod Bukropuu. —
Bcerpernmcest mozxke, Muce XaHTUHITOH.

— 41 6yny MonuThbCs, 9TOOBI BBl HAILIA ceOe CErofHs 3aHsATUE MOMHTEPECHEe, YeM COITPOBOXK-
JaTh HAC B HOUYHOM IPOTYJIKE.

— Bpsin nmm a0 ymacres. — Jlerkas ynpiOka Ha ry0ax rpaga Ha MUT peBpaTHIach B XMITHBINA
OCKaJI, OOHAKUBIIIMI €ro Kpernkue Oesbie 3yOsl.

BukTopusi pe3ko nmoBepHyach, U3SIIHO 3aKPYKUIHUCH €€ 30JI0THCThIC IIeTKOBbIE I00KH, U OHA
yIAJIMIach, Jake He OIVISIHYBIIMCH Ha CBOEro CiyTHHUKa. OnpesesieHHo, rpad He TOJIbKO OraceH, OH
elle U COBEPILIEHHO HEBBIHOCHM.

[Tpobupasick ckBO3b TONMY, BUKTOpHUS ¢ Tpynom momaBuia Tspkenbiii B3nox. Eil ¢ camoro
Hayasa He CJeOoBaJIo MPUHUMATh NIpUIJialieHue rpada ceirpath B KapTel. K TOMy ke urpa B KapThl
C MY)KYMHOH He camoe TOIXO/sIIee 3aHsATHe ISt Mooaoi jieu. Ho oHa HUKOra He MorJia yCTosTh
niepe]] IPUKJTIOUEHUEM, a STOT YeJIOBEK Cpasy ke MOYYBCTBOBAJI, pasrajias ee ciadoCTh U BOCHOJb-
3oBavics efo! Hamo 9To 3armoMHUTS.

BripoueM, y Hee He ObUIO HMKAKMX MPUYMH Mofo3peBars rpada. Cama [[xeccuka ATtepToH
npencrasuia el CToyHBeia.

Bce 3na11, uTO JTei ATEpTOH BHIIIE JTOOBIX TOO3PEHUH, e ATepToH — oOpasel] Bcex 100-
poneteneii. XyaeHbKasi, TEMHOBOJIOCAs] M CHHeET/Ia3asi BUKOHTecca Oblia I0HOM, HEXKHOMW, MpesiecT-
HOW, HeOOBIYaTHO CKPOMHOM, 6€30IIMOO0YHO JIETUKATHOM, HEMBICIIMMO PECTICKTa0STbHOM — ITOMCTHHE
cron npwinanil. IHpIMU crioBamu, eii Obl ¥ B TOJIOBY HE MPUIILIO MIPEJICTABUTh CBOEH TOCThE 3aBe-
JOMOTO HErofsisl WJIM OXOTHUKA 32 MPUIAHBIM.
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— Bukku, s 1e6s Bclony uckana. — AHHa6esu1a JIMHABY ModTH noxdekaia K CBOeH moapyre.
PacniaxHyB Beep, OHa IPUKpPbLIA UM TyObl M MOMBITANACh TOBOPUTH MIENOTOM: — Thl B caMoM [iefnie
urpasa B Kaptsl co CtoyHBeisiom? Hexopoiast geBouka! A KTo BHIMTpas?

Bukropus B3noxHya:

— 4 BeMrpana — a yto TOJKy?

— OH ckazan Tebe, yTo bepTr mpuraacu ero mouTH ceroHs ¢ Hamu? §1 cTpairHo pa303/1niach,
HO BepTty HacTamBaeT: KTo-HUOYAb ellie JOJKEeH TOUTH, YTOOBI eMy OBUIO CITOKOMHEe.

— 4l Tak 1 noHsa.

— Oii, goporasi, Tel cepauiibesi? MHe oyeHb kalib, BUKKY, MpaBaa 0YeHb kallb, HO HUYEro He
nozienaenib. beptu oberan HUKOMY He paccKas3blBaTh O HANIMX TUIaHaX, HO CTOYHBEU XUTPOCTHIO
BCE Y HETO BBIYIWIL.

— Jla, s mpencTaBiisio, Kak 3TO eMy yAaaoch. JJoMkHO ObITh, OH HaKauuBasl bepTu peiiHBeliHOM
0 TeX Top, MOKa Mpas/ia He BCIUIbLIA Hapyxky. OueHb KaJlb, YTO TBOM OpaT HE yMeeT JIepKaTh SI3bIK
3a 3y0amu, HO BbIlIe HOC, besta! Mbl Bce paBHO CymMeeM pas3BlieubCsl CETOTHS.

Heb6ecHo-romyOple r1a3a AHHAOeIUTH TpocHs B 0TBET. OHA yIbIOHYIaCh, 3aKMBaIa TOJIOBOM
— pazJeTesrch CBETIbe JIOKOHBI. HeKOTOpbIe IIeHUTENH KeHCKOM KPacoThI MoJIaraiu, YTo AHHaOesuia
JIMH/ABY! HECKOJIBKO TIOJTHOBATa C TOUKM 3PEHUST MOJIBI, HO CKJIOHHOCTh K TIOTHOTE OTHIOAb HE OTITY-
T'MBaJIa €€ MHOTOUYHCIIEHHBIX MOKJIOHHUKOB. AHHa0eI1JIe HeJaBHO UCTIOJHUIIOCH IBA/IIIATH OMH, U OHA
npu3Haach BUKTOpUM, U4TO B 3TOM Ce30HE il MPUAETCs MPUHSTH MPEJIOKeHUe KOro-H1Oyab U3 ee
BO3/IbIXaTeNielt. VI3-3a BHE3aHON cMepTH CBoero otiia AHHa0esIa MOsIBIIIAch B BBICIIIEM OOIIECTBE
C OMO3JaHMEM, HO Cpa3y CTajia M0JIb30BaThCSl OTPOMHBIM YCIIEXOM.

— Yro Thl 0 HEM 3Haellb, benna? — HerpoMko cripocuiia Buktopusi.

— O kom? O Croynseiiie? YectHo roBopsi, He oueHb MHOrO. [lo MHeHuo beprtu, B Kiydax
ero yBaxatoT. Kaxercsi, coBceM HelaBHO OH yHacienoBal TUTYJI. Ilpeapiaymuii rpad npuxonuics
eMy JaJIBHUM POACTBEHHHUKOM. [lsi/1s1 MM ABOIOPOAHBIN Jiefl, YTO-TO B 3TOM poje. beptu ynomuHan
noMecTbe B Vopkmmpe.

— Yro-uubynp eme beptu o HeM pacckasbiBan?

— Hano monymars. Io cioBam Beptu, aToT pon moutu yrac. OH MOT Obl BOBCE UCUE3HYTh, KOT/Ia
Jlykaca KonOpyka panvimu Ha [Tupenesix ron Haza.

BukTopus mouyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK YTO-TO CXKAJIOCh Y HEE B TPYAH.

— W3-3a aToro o xpomaet?

— la. EMy nipuriioch ocTaBUTh BOoeHHYIO ciyx0y. [IpaBna, co cyx00il Bce paBHO ObLUIO Obl
MOKOHYEHO, TIOTOMY YTO OH yHacieoBas TUTy1. Cama HOHMMAelb, y HEro Terepb eCTh AONT Mepe
CBOMM MMEHEM U CBOEH 3eMJIEH.

— Koneuno. — Bukropusi He xoTena 3a/ilaBaThb OYepeIHOM BOMPOC, OIHAKO HE yAepKalach: —
Kak ato cinyunsiocn?

— Panenue? [MoppoOHOCTEH 51 He 3HaW. beptu yrBepkaaet, uto CTOyHBEW HUKOMY 00 3TOM
He pacckasbiBaeT. Ho orsTh xke 1o cioBaM Opara, cam BeJIMHI TOH HECKOJIBKO pa3 yHOMHHa rpada
B CBOUX JIoHeceHHsiX. B Toit outBe CTOyHBEIa paHUIIM, HO OH BCE-TaKH y/IEPKaJICs B Ce/IjIe U TOBE
CBOMX JIIOIEH B aTaKy, a IOTOM MOTEPsiI CO3HAHKE, ¥ €r0 OCTABUIIM Ha 1ojie 0051, PEeInB, YTO OH YOUT.

OcraBuiu, pemus, 4yTo oH youT! BukTOopHs mouyBcTBOBasa AypHOTY. OHa MOCTIenuia 3ary-
AT CTPAHHOE OIIYIIEHNe, HAIIOMUHAsI ce0e, YTO y Hee HEeT HUKAKUX MPUYUH UCTIBITBIBATH KaJTOCTh
k Jlykacy Konopyky. Bosee Toro, oHa oueHb COMHEBaJIaCh, YTO OH OYEHb 00pamoBasicsi Obl ee Kajo-
cru. Pa3ge 4to ObICTPO cOOOpasmit Obl, KaK UCIOJIL30BATh M 3TO B CBOMX IIEJIsX !

BuxkTopun npunuio B ronoy, 4to CTOyHBEI MPEATIOKIII €i ChITPaTh B KapThl, YTOOBI M30e-
KaTh YTOMUTEJIbHBIX KOHTPIAHCOB. XPOMOTA, JOJKHO OBbITh, MEIIIajia eMy TaHIeBaTb.

— Kaxkoe on nmpou3sen Ha TeOs1 Brieuatienue, Bukku? 51 3ameruna, uro mucc [Tunkuarron Camo
CoBepIIIeHCTBO He CITYCKaeT C Hero IJia3 BeCh Beuep, U HEKOTOPBIE IpyrHe Jiequ TOXe, He TOBOPS ke
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00 nx mamarmax. HeMHoro cBexkeil KpoBr BO30YyXkIaeT amreTUT XUIITHUKOB, BepHO? — AHHaOesuia
rocTapajlach BOCIPOM3BECTH MaHepy CBOEW MOIPYTH.

— OT TaKkoro cpaBHEHUsI MOXKET aIeTUT UCIIOPTUThCS, — paccMmesiiack BukTopus. — [onumaer
1 CTOYHBEWJI, YTO €ro pasrisiIbIBAIOT, CJIOBHO MPU30BOI0O kepediia’?

— He 3Hat0, HO ompeie/ieHHO ero UHTepecyelllb TONbKO Thl. Bce Bueny, Kak oH 3aMaHuT Te0st
B TOCTHHYIO JJIs1 UTPBI B KAPTHL.

— INonarato, eMy MoHaI00MJIOCH MO€E MPHUJIAHOE, — IPOU3HEecIa Bukropusi.

— boxe, Bukku, Tebe Bcerga Kaxercs, YT0 My KUYUHBI TyMaOT TOJBKO O TBOEM IpuaaHoM. Thl
IIPOCTO MOMeIaIach Ha 3TOM MbIC/U. Heykenu KTo-To U3 TBOMX MOKJIOHHUKOB HE MOKET CEPhE3HO
yBJIeUbCsl TOOOM, He Tymasi O IeHbrax?

— Benna, MHe yxe mouTH ABaguaTh NsATh. Mbl 00€ MPEeKpacHO 3HaeM, UTO B CBETE HE MPUHSTO
AenaTh MpesIoKeHNe KEHIIIHE CTOMIb PEKJIOHHBIX JIET, €CIU TOJBKO Y MY)KUMHBI HET HA TO MPAKTH-
YecKHX cooOpaxeHnid. Moe npuaaHoe BIOIHE MTOAXOIUT MOl pyOpUKY MPAKTUYECKUX COOOPAKEHUI.

— TwI roBOpHIIIL TaK, CJIOBHO yke ctapyxa! Beap 310 Herpasaa.

— Jleno MMEHHO Tak W OOCTOUT, YTO MEHs BIOJHE YCTpanBaeT, — PAaBHOAYIIIHO MMOATBEPANIIA
Bukropus.

— Ho novyemy? — nokauasa royioBoii AHHa0esa.

— DT0 MHOTO€ yIpoIaer, — HaMeKHyJaa Buktopusi, 6ecco3HatenbHo oTbicKkuBasi B Tomme Cro-
YHBEMIa.

Hakonerr ona o6Hapy)uia, 9to rpad pa3roBapyMBaeT C XO3WKOU JoMa BO3JIe IBepH, BeLylien
B OTPOMHBIH caJi ATepTOHOB. BUKTOpHSI HE MOTJIa HE OTMETUTD TY JIPYKECKYI0 MaHepy, ¢ Kakoi rpad
CKJIOHSUICA K MPEJIECTHOM Jiei ATEPTOH — aHI'€JIbCKOMY BUJEHHUIO B PO30BOM ILJIAThE.

— Ecmu 1e6s1 310 ycrokout, bept He ynmoMuHanm HUYEro TaKoro, U3 Yero MOXHO ObLIO Obl
3aKJII0YUTh, 4TO CTOYHBEITY HYXKHO TBOE IPHUIAHOE, — 3aMeTiia AHHa0e1a. — Hammpotus, roBopAT,
crapbiii rpad ObUT YEJIOBEeK OpPUTMHAJIBHBIA, OH MPSATAlT BCE CBOU JIHBIM — KOIWII, TOKa HE yMep.
Tenepp Bce nocranock HoBomy rpady. Tel Benb 3Haem» beptr, oH HUKOTIA HEe TPUIIIACKIT Obl 3TOTO
YyeJsloBeKa COMPOBOXK/IATh HAC, i Obl He ObUT B HEM YBEpEH.

Bce 310 nipaBaa, nonymana Buktopus. Jlopa JIuaaByn ObL1 TONBKO HA JIBa TOAA CTapIlie CBOEH
cecTpbl. HejaBHO yHacienoBaB TUTYJI, OH BCEpPbe3 BOCITPUHUMA OOSI3aHHOCTH TJIaBbl CEMbH, 3200T-
JIMBO 0Oepera CBOI0 KOKETIIUBYIO, JKU3HEPAJOCTHYIO CECTPEHKY U Beera ObLl JiioOe3eH ¢ Buktopueii.
OH He ctas Obl OABEPraTh PUCKY HU TY, HU APYTYIO, 3HAKOMS UX C YEJIOBEKOM C TEMHBIM MPOIILITHIM
WM HeHaJeKHOW pernyTaipeii. BosamoxxHo, AHHaOesU1a rpaBa, 1 Ha ceil pa3 Buktopust Bce npeyBe-
JIMYMBAET B CTPaxe Mepeji KOBAPHBIMU OXOTHUKAMU 32 TIPUIAHBIM. ..

Ho Tyt Bukrtopus npunomunia B3risaa Croynseina. Eciu naxe rpad He OXOTUTCS 3a ee MpU-
JaHBIM, BCE PAaBHO OH rOpas3zio OMacHee, YeM JII0OOH MyKIMHa, KOTOPOTO el IOBOJIIOCH BCTPEYarh,
3a UCKJIIOYEHUEM, Pa3yMeeTcsl, OTYnMA.

[Tpu 3TOM MBbICTM Yy BUKTOpUU MepexBaTUiIO IbIXaHWE, U OHAa CEpOUTO OTpyraja camy ceos.
Her, Heoxxu1aHHO TOpsTI0 BO3pasuiia OHa cede, Kak Obl oraceH HU Kazasicss CTOYHBEI, HEMBICTMMO
CpaBHMBATh €TI0 C KECTOKMM MEep3aBLIEM, KEHUBIIKMMCS Ha ee MaTepu. YTo-TO MOACKA3bIBAIIO €M, UTO
9TU IBO€ MYKYMH BPSIZ JIU CHAEJIaHBI U3 OJHOTO TEeCTa.

— Bukropusi, noporas, no3upasisio TeOs. 1 Buaena, Thl MOTHOCTBIO 3aBiajesia BHUMaHHEM
Haliero HoBoucreueHHoro rpagda. CToyHBe1 Hertoxasi JoObYa, BepHO? — 3HAKOMBIN BOPKYIOIIIUIA
roJIOC MPEPBAJI €€ Pa3MBbIILLICHUS.

BuxTopusi obepHynach u yBuuena psgom ¢ codorr Mzabemny Pukorr. OHa 3actraBuia ceds
yneiOHyThesA. [lo mpaBne roBopsi, Buktopust Tepnietb He MoOrIa 3Ty KEHIIMHY, HO B TO K€ BpeMs
3aBUOBAJIA €.

N3zabenna Pukort HanomuHana BUKTOpHY 9K30TUYECKUI IparolieHHbIi KameHb. Eif HemaBHO
MUHYJIO TpUALIaTh, U €€ OKpyXkaja aTMocdepa KEHCKOM TailHbl, NPUTATMBAIOIIAs MYKUMH HE
MEHbIIle, YeM HEKTap IMpUBJIEKAeT Muesl. DK30TUYHOCTh i MPHUIAaBaIM MO-KOIIaubd T'paIlMo3Has
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MOXOJIKA, TJIaJJKe TeMHbIE BOJIOCH U CJIeTKa pacKockle ria3a. OHa Oblla OJHOW U3 HEMHOTHX KEeH-
IIMH (K UX YKCIy NTPpUHAUIekRaIa U BUKTOPHS), KOTOPBIE ITPE3UPAJIM MOAY U HOCUJIM SIPDKUE LIBETA, a
He Oe3ynpevHo Oesible WM NacTeNnbHble. MI3ympynHo-3eneHoe miartbe M3aesuisl CBepKaio B IPKOM
OCBEIICHUH OAJTLHOU 3aTHI.

Ho Bukropus 3aBugoBaia He 9K30THYECKOH Kpacote M3abenbl, a Toi cBOOOIE, KOTOPYIO
MPEIOCTABISUIA €l BO3PACT U MOJIOKeHue BAOBBL. BOT 0 ueM oHa Meutasna. JKeHIuHa, JOCTUTTIAs
TMIOJIOXKEeHUs Jieny PUKOTT, n30aBisiiack OT BHUMATEJIBHOTO HAA30pa CBETa, KOTOPOMY IMOAJIekKasa
cama Bukropus: neau PUKOTT Moryia Jaxe MO3BOJMUTH ceOe, ¢ U3BECTHON OCTOPOKHOCTHIO, TAWHBIN
pOMaH.

BukTtopus HUKOrJa ellie He BcTpevasia 4eJoBeKa, C KOTOPBIM ei 3aX0TeNIoCh Obl 3aBECTH POMaH,
HO, TIO)KaJTyi, OHA He OTKa3aJlach Obl OT TAKOW BO3MOKHOCTHU — €CJTM OB MPEJICTABIIICS CITyYai.

— Jlo6peiii Beuep, jieau Pukort. — Buktopus risiHys1a CBepXy BHU3 Ha COOECEIHUILY, KOTopast
ObLJTa HAa HECKOJIBKO JIIOMMOB HUXe ee. — A BbI 3HAKOMBI ¢ Tpacom?

N3abenia mokavasa U3sIHON TOJIOBKOM:

— K coxanenuo, Hac elie He npeAcTaBuIn Apyr aApyry. OH cCOBCeM HeJJaBHO MOsIBUJICS B CBETE,
XOTsI, KaK $I CJIBIIIANA, YKe CTaJl 3aBceriaTaeM KiyooB, B OCOOCHHOCTH YacTO €ro BUJIST 32 KAPTOYHBIM
CTOJIOM.

— 1 Toxxe 00 3TOM cblaia, — BCTyUAIa B pa3roBop AHHabesia, — beptu roBopur, oH mpe-
BOCXOIHBIN UT'POK, OUYEHb XJIaTHOKPOBHBIN.

— B camom pnene? — M3abenia misiHy1a B TOT KOHEIl KOMHATHI, rie rpad Bce elne MpoaosiKal
OeceoBarth ¢ Jiemu ATepToH. — KpacuBbIM ero He Ha30Belllb, BEPHO? 3aTO B HEM eCTh YTO-TO UHTPH-
rylolee.

Kpacuslii? Buktopusi 4yTh He pacXoX0oTajlaCh — CTOJIb HEYMECTHBIM Ka3aJI0Ch 9TO CJIOBO IPU-
MeHuTesbHO K CtoyHBeity. HeT, KpacuBbIM €ro He Ha30Belllb. Y HEro CUIbHbIE, 1aXke Pe3KUe YePThI
JIVILIA, OCTPBIN HOC, arPECCUBHO BBITISTUSHHBIN TIOIOOPO/IOK, & B CEPhIX Ia3aX — KaKas-TO HAMpsKeH-
HOCTh. Bonockl rpada, 1iBeta Heba B Oe3JIyHHYI0 HOUb, yXe TPOHYJIO Ha BUCKax cepedpo. Bee 3to
BMeCTe HUKAK HeJIb3sl Ha3BaTh KPacoTou... [IpurisaeBiuch BHUMATEIbHO, MOKHO YBUJETh B HEM
CMOKOMHOTO, XJIAAHOKPOBHOI'O M BJIACTHOTO MY>KYMHY, HO HUKaK HE CBETCKOTO JEH/IH.

— Ho o npekpacHo oneBaertcsi, — BctaBuiia AHHaOeIa.

— a, — criokoiiHo cornacunachk M3adesna, — ogeBaThCst OH yMeeT.

BukTopru He IOHpaBUIICS OIIEHUBAIOIININ B3I, KakuM M3ademia cmepria rpaga. OmHako
OHa He MOoIJIa He MPU3HaTh, YT0 CTOYHBEW MPUHALJIEKUT K YUCITY MYKUMH, KOTOPBIE HE TTO3BOJISIOT
Jake MOJIHOMY TIOPTHOMY HaBsi3aTh UM CBOM BKYyC. Ero mmpokue ruieuu, TOHKask Tajius, Kperkue
HOTH HE HYXJIQJIUCh B TIPUYKPAITMBAHUY.

— U HaBepHsika 3a0aBeH, — npoTsHyna M3abemna.

— Hy KOoHeYHO, — ONTUMUCTUYHO COrIachiach AHHaOea.

BukTopursi cHOBa B3MJIsIHY/Ia HA TEMHYIO (PUTYpY, BHICHBIIYIOCS PSIOM C Jiequ ATepToH. 3a0a-
BEH — 3TO COBCEM He TO cJIoBO. OH omnaceH.

Ho BukTtopun BHE3ammHO 3aX0TEIOCh MOUTPaTh C ITON OMACHOCTHIO, €1 IABHO YK€ HE XBaTajio
KPYrOBEpTH CBETa, B KOTOPYIO OHA IMOrPyXKaiach KaX bl Beuep, YTOObI HE TPOBOUTH B OJMHOUYECTBE
Joarue HouyHble vachl. Eil HeoOXoaMMo ObUIO YTO-TO elle, YTOObl YITH, yOexXarh OT MOCTOSTHHBIX
HOYHBIX KOIIIMAapOB.

Boith Moxert, rpad CTOyHBEIUT U CTAaHET TEM YCHOKAUBAIOIIMM CPEJICTBOM, B KOTOPOM OHa Tak
HYK/1aeTcsl.

— Jlykac, 1oporoi, Kakoe BIiedaTJeHre OHa Tpou3Belia Ha 1edst? Iymaens, oHa mogonaeT? —
Jlenu ATepToH C TpereTHOM 3a00Tol oOpaTuia K rpady CBOM MpPeKpacHbie KPOTKHUE Iy1a3a.

— 4 nymaro, [Ixeccrka, oHa BIOJIHE TIOAOKH/IET.

Jlykac oTimiI MIOTOK MIAMITAHCKOTO U3 OoKasa. [1a3a ero uckajam KOoro-to B TOJIE TOCTEN.
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— INonumato, oHa He MepBO MOJIOAOCTH. . .

— 51 Toxe He mepBOW MOJIOIOCTH, — CYXO BO3Pa3UJI OH.

— I'mynoctu. Tpuanars yeTsipe rofa — camblid MOAXOASIIINN BO3PACT IS MYKYMHBI, YTOOBI
BCTYNUTb B Opak. DaBapay ObUIO TPUIIATH TPH, KOTJA S BHIIILIA 32 HETO 3aMYX.

— Bor kak?

Barisin ey ATEpTOH TYT ke CTajl BUHOBAThIM, OHA YMOJISTIONIE 0OpaTUiIach K HEMY:

— Jlykac, s oueHb coxanero! f gomycriia 6ecTakTHOCTb. ThI ke 3Haelllb, 1 He XOTesa MPUYH-
HUTH TeOe OOJIb.

— IlepexwuBy. — Jlykac HakoHell yBuzen B Tojre Bukroprio. OH He CBOIWII IJ1a3 C €€ BBICOKON
urypsl — Buktopus Kak pa3 BXOIWIa B TAHIIEBAIBHBIN KPYT, COMPOBOXIaeMasi IIOJTHOBATHIM HEMO-
JoeIM OapoHoM. BUKTOpHS, HECOMHEHHO, 000KaJia TAHIIBI, HO OHA ObLJIa HACTOJIBKO OCTOPOKHA, UTO
BBIOVpajia B MapTHEPhI UM HEOTIEPUBIIMXCS IOHIIOB, KOTOPBIE ellle YyBCTBOBAM ce0s1 CKOBAHHO, HJTH
Jofielt HaMHOTO crapire ceds. JJoKHO ObITh, UX OHA CUMTaTa Oe30MacHBIMHU.

Jlykac mosasnesn, 4To He pelrwics MPUIIAcCUTh BHUKTOpHIo Ha TaHel. MIHTEpecHO ObLIO Obl
MOCMOTPETh, TPUHsIIAa Obl OHA 3TO MPHIJIAIIIEHHUE TaK ke IMPOCTO, KaK MOCeoBasIa 32 HUIM K KapToy-
Homy ctony. Ho Jlykac He 3Hau, Kak Obl OHa OTHEC/Iach K ero MpOKJISATOW HEJOBKOM JIEBOKM HOTe, a
PUCKOBATh OH HE MOT.

[IpaBna, emy nmokasanock, 4YTo BUKTOpUU HECBOWMCTBEHHA CO3HATEINIbHAS KECTOKOCTh. Xapak-
Tep y Hee, KOHEYHO, He U3 JIeTKUX, HO JlyKac MOHMMaJI, YTO OHa HE OIYCTUTCS IO HACMEIIKH Hajl
ero XpoMOTOH, He 3aXOUeT YHU3UTh ero. TeM He MeHee, el OH MONpoOyeT U3BOIUTH €€ TaK, Kak
3TO OBLIO 32 KapTaMH, OHa CIIOCOOHA XOPOIIIEHbKO HACTYIUTh €My Ha MO30J1b. [IpencraBuB cede 3Ty
KapTuHY, JIyKac 4yTh HE PacXOXOTaJICA.

— KoHeuHo, pUHSTH TBOE MPUIJIAILICHUE W YCECThCS 32 KAPTHI — 3TO HECKOJIBKO 9KCIEHTPUYHO,
HO OOI0Ch, HAIlel MUCC XaHTUHITOH 3TO CBOMCTBEHHO, — MIPOJoIKasa jJeau AteproH. — OHa Beeraa
PUCKYET Ha I'paHy JO3BOJICHHOTO NpwinursMu. OIHAKO 51 yBepeHa, YTo TOJ PYKOBOJACTBOM MYyXka
9TO MPUCKOPOHOE CBOKMCTBO ee XapakTepa BIIOJTHE MOXKHO OyJeT UCTIPABUTH.

— VMIHTepecHas MbICIIb.

— W notom, oHa JIOOUT HOCHTH IJIaThsl IPKO-KEJITOTO LIBETa, — 100aBUIIa JieTu ATEPTOH.

— Bce sicHo. Mucc XaHTUHITOH CBOEBOJIbHA M ceOe Ha yme. Ho s 1okeH pu3HaTh, JKeNToe
TiaThe ef OueHb uaeT. Masio KoMy U3 JKeHIIIMH OHO OBbUIO OBl K JIMITY.

Jlykac cHOBa omisen W30 BBICOKYIO THOKYyI0 ¢urypy BuKTOpuMM B miathe ¢ BBICOKOM
Tanueit. JKenThlii ek OTIMBal MEIOM, OH Ka3aJiCsl COTHEUHBIM JIyYOM B 3arlOTHEHHOM TOCTSIMU
3ajie, IIBETKOM, TETUTBIM U )KUBBIM, CPEIy KIIyMObI KJIACCHUECKH O€JIbIX U M3bICKAHHO-OJIEIHBIX 11BE-
TOB.

EnuHcTBEHHOE, UTO eMy He TIOHPaBUJIOCh B €€ IIaThe, 3TO Yyepecuyp riyookoe aekosbre. OHO
CJIMILIIKOM CMEJIO OTKPBIBAJIO B30PY HEXHbBIE OUepTaHMsI PUITOAHSITON KopcaxeM rpynu. JIykac ¢ Tpy-
JIOM TIOZIABHJI JKeJIaHHWE BBIXBATUTH Iap( y KaKoW-HUOY/Ib MIOYTEHHOU MATPOHBI M XOPOIIEHBKO YKY-
TaTh UM BUKTOpUIO BhIIIE TasMK. DTO OBUIO TaK HE MOXOXkE HA HEro, YTO OH HA MUT pacTepsuics..

— Botoce, y Hee peryTaiyst OpUruHaJIKU. ITO, HECOMHEHHO, J1eJ10 pykK ee TeT. Kiieo Hermmmun
— BEChbMa CBOCOOBIYHAS JKEHIIMHA.

— 41, moxany¥, coriaceH Ha CBOeoObIuHYI0 keHIuHY. C Hell ropa3o MHTepecHee 6eceioBaTh,
He npap/a m? Tak iy MHaue, MHE Be/lb TPUIETCS BCE BPeMsl pa3roBapuBaTh C KEHIMHOMN, Ha KOTO-
poii s keHioch. OT 9TOro HUKYy/Ja He YHUJIEIlIb.

Jlxeccuka B3JOXHYJIA:

— K coxanennio, B 3ToM ce30He BHIOOp OOraThix HEBECT HE TaK YK BeJMK. BripoueM, OH HUKO-
raa He OpiBaeT Beark. OnHako enie octaercst Mucc [TunkuHrToH. Tl HEMpeMeHHO JOJIKEeH TO3HAKO-
MUTBCSI C HEH, Mpexk/e YeM Cleslaellb OKOHYATEIbHBIA BHIOOP. YBepso TeOs, 9Ta JIeByIlIKa OYeHb
npuBiiekaresibHa. CoBepiieHHO Oe3ylnpeyHoro MoBeAeHMs, B TO BpeMsl Kak MUCC XaHTHHITOH, TO-
MOEMY, BCe-TaK1 M3JHUIITHE CBOEBOJIbHA.
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— 3a0yap o mucc [TunkuHrToH. MeHs BNOJIHE yCTpauBaeT MUCC XaHTUHITOH.

— Ecnu ObI emie He ee BO3pacT — MOYTH ABAALATH MSTh. .. A MUcC [TMJIKUHITOH TOJIBKO JEBAT-
HaaaTh. YeM jKeHIIMHA MOJIOKe, TeM OXOTHEee OHA MOIAETCs BIMSIHUIO MyKa, He 3a0bIBail 00 9TOM,
Jlykac.

— II’xeccuka, oBepb, MEHsI HUCKOJIBKO He OECIIOKOUT BO3PACT MHUCC XaHTUHITOH.

— Tol yBepeH? — TPEBOKHO B3IVISIHYJ/IA HA HETO JIeAU ATEPTOH.

— {1 mpeanoyrTalo UMETH JIENIO € KEHIMHOW MOCTaplie, KOTopas 3HAET, YETO OHA XOUET, a He C
MAUTBIIIIKOM, KOTOpasi TOJIbKO YTO BBIIUIA U3 AETCKOW. MBI ¢ TOOOH ye MPUIIUTH K BBIBOAY, YTO MHCC
XaHTUHITOH BCET/a 3HAET, YErO OHA XOUeT.

— Tbl uMeelIs B BUJLY, UTO €M 10 CUX MOp YAABAJIOCh HE BBIXOAUTH 3aMyk ? HaBepHoe, ThI ITpaB.
OHa oueHb SICHO Jlasia BCeM TOHSTh, YTO He COOMpaeTcsl MPOMEHATh CBOE COCTOsIHME Ha Myxka. Ha
Hee yKe BCE MaxHY/IM PyKOW, KpOME CaMbIX OTBaKHbIX OXOTHUKOB 32 IIPUAAHBIM.

CroyHBei1 KPUBO YCMEXHYJICH:

— DTO pacyuIIaeT MHE MyTb.

— [Noiimu MeHst nipaBuITbHO, JIykac. OHa 06BOpOXHUTEIbHOE CO3[]aHNe, OHA, KaK U e TeTsl, BHO-
CUT B CBETCKYIO JKM3Hb CBEKYIO CTPYIO, €¢ MHOTHE JII0OAT, HO BUKTOpHS MpeanounTaeT uMeTh JIpy-
3el, a He ITOKJIOHHUKOB.

— CnoBoM, OHa Bcex cyMerna IOCTaBUTh Ha MECTO, ¥ HUKTO HE PELIaeTcs IPOTECTOBATb.

— Eciu kTo-HMOY b HapyIIaeT yclioBusl, OHa TYT e MOpbIBaeT C HUM OTHoIlIeHus. Mucc XaH-
THHITOH BOOOIIE-TO J0Opast IeBYIIIKa, OHA BCEr/ia YJIBIOAeTCS M TSl KQKA0TO Hal/IeT MPUBETIMBOE
CJIOBO, OHa OXOTHO TaHIyeT C 3aCTEHYMBBIMHU IOHOIIAMH, C MaJIONIPUBJIEKATEIbHBIMUA MTAPTHEPAMH,
HO C HACTOSIIIMMM JEHIM, KOTOpbIE MBITAIOTCS YBUBAThCsI BOKPYT Hee, OHa pacrpapiisieTcs: Oe3xka-
JIOCTHO, — TTosicHua J’keccuka.

310 ero He ynuBwiIo. Ecim Obl Mucc XaHTUHITOH HE yMeJsa yIpaBisiTh My)KYMHAMU, KPyTHB-
IIIUMUCS BOKPYT Hee, OHa JABHO OBl yKe JIMIIMJIACh CBOEH cBOOOBI. JIyKac MOHMMAI: yXaKUBaTh 32
TAaKOM JIEBYIIKOM — BCE PABHO YTO OAJlaHCMPOBATh Ha KaHATe.

— $1 monaraio, oHa mosyuma xopoiiee oOpazoBaHue? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Hekortopele gaxe cunraior, yto yepecuyp. Hackonbko MHe u3BectHo, jJeau Hernmumn nosn-
HOCTBIO B3siJIa Ha ceOs OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 33 BOCIIMTAHKE CBOEH TUIEMSHHUIIBI, U Pe3YJIbTaT HAJMIIO.
Ecnu Ob1 He mostoskeHue B 001ecTBe, KOTopoe 3aHuMaeT Jienu Hermmmr, ¢ Mucc XaHTUHITOH JaBHO
Moru1a Obl PUKJTIOYUTHCS Oefa.

— YTO NpOoU301LIO C POAUTENISIMA MUCC XaHTUHITOH?

Jlenn AteptoH 3akonebanach, MOTOM MOCTAPAIaCh OTBETUTH CIIOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Onu ymepiu. Bee. 910 odens neyaiibHo, koHeuHo. Ho I'ocrions aaer, u ['ocrions oTHUMAET. ...

— WmenHo Tak OH u Jienaer.

Jlenu AtepToH 03a/1au€HHO IJISIHY/Ia Ha HETO M HETPOMKO OTKAILIsLIACh:

— Hy, oten ee ymep, koria Mucc XaHTUHITOH OblIa e1rie peOeHKOM, U €€ MaTh BCKOPE BCTYINUIIA
B HOBHIM Opak. [TpumepHO monTopa roga Hazaja OHa Morudsia, yrnas ¢ Jjomaad. MeHblle yeM uepes
JIBa Mecsa 1ocjie Hee yMep U OTYMM MUCC XaHTUHITOH, CaMioas YuTiok. HackonbKo s 3Haio, 3TO
OBbLT HECUACTHBIN CITyJaii: OH yIaJj ¢ JIECTHUIIBI U CJIOMaJ cebe IIelo.

— CrpaHHasl Lenoyka Tpareyii, HoO B pe3y/bTareé MUCC XAHTUHITOH JIMILIWIACh POAMTEIIEH,
KOTOpbIE, BO3MOXHO, 3aX0TeJI Obl CErOJHsI MPHCTaTbHEee UCCIEOBAaTh COCTOSTHUE MOUX (DUHAHCOB.
Cnyx o GorarcTBax, HAKOTUIEHHBIX MOUM [IsI[IeH, He BbIAEpkKas Obl IPOBEPKH.

JIxeccrka HeoTOOPUTENIbHO CKPUBHUIIA TYOBI:

— Botock, Mricc XaHTUHITOH HEe HOCWJIa Tpaypa 1o oryumy. OHa 5ICHO J1ajia MOHSATh, YTO OIlIa-
KHMBaeT TOJILKO CBOIO MaTh, J1a M1 3TOT TPayp KOHUMJICS TaK OBICTPO, KaK TOJIBKO MTO3BOJIMIN TPUITAYHS.

— Tol ycriokonna meHs, [Ixeccuka. MeHblile BCero MHe XOTeIOCh Obl JKEHUThCS Ha JKEHIIMHE,
KOTOpasi CKJIOHHA K MOCTOSIHHOMY Tpaypy. /Ku3Hb U Tak KOPOTKa, MPOCTO CTBAHO TPATUTh €€ Ha
COKaJIEHUS O TOM, Yero Mbl HE B CHJIaX U3MEHUTh, BEpPHO?
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— Ho mbI 10/TKHBI TEpIIETMBO HECTH OOPYIIIMBIIIEeCs Ha HAC TOpe — 9TO 3akasisgeT xapakrep. 1 o
MPUIMYHMSX TOXKE CIIeyeT TOMHUTb, — Bo3pasuia JIkeccuka, ciierka oOuaeBImmch. — Bo Beskom city-
yae, ocraercs e Hermmmmrt, TeTss Muce XaHTUHITOH, OYeHb YBakaemas JKeHIIMHA C TPEeKPaCHBIMU
CBAI3SIMH B OOIIIECTBE, HO HEJIb35 OTPUIIATh, YTO B HEKOTOPHIX OTHOIIIEHUSIX OHA CTPaHHOBaTa. botock,
OHAa HECKOJIbKO M30aJioBajia CBOK TUIEMSIHHUILY. Kak Thl TyMaerb, CMOXEIb JIM Thl CMUPUTHCS C
HECKOJIKO HEOOBIYHBIMU MaHePaMH MUCC XaHTUHITOH?

— VBepen, [Ixeccuka, s MPeKpacHO CHPaBIIOCh C MUCC XaHTUHITOH. — JIyKac CHOBa OTIIMJI
IIAMIIaHCKOTO, He CITyCKas I71a3 ¢ BUKTOpru, KOTOpasi Bee ellie TaHIeBala C COPOKAJIETHUM OapOHOM.

C BHe3anHbIM oOsieryenrem Jlykac moHst, yro Buktoprs coBceM He Ta HeBecTa, KaKyl0 OH
rperosara 3armoaydutb. OH rOTOB ObLIT UCTIOJTHUTH JOJIT 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K CBOEMY UMEHU U TUTYITY
Y TI0 OTHOIIICHUIO K TEM JIIOASM, KOTOpBIE Tereph 3aBUCEIA OT HEro, HO OH COBCEM He O/, UTO
BBITIOJTHEHHUE TOTO J0JITA MOKET OBITh COMPSIKEHO C YAOBOJIbCTBHEM.

Ila, oHa COBCEM HE TO, UTO OH OKMJAJ YBUICTD.

[Ipesxie Bcero oH He HAJEsJICs, YTO €ro HeBeCcTa OKaXeTCsl CTOJb IpUBJIeKaTeIbHA BHEIITHE.
JIxeccuka npeaynpeskaana ero, 4o Buktopust XaHTUHITOH JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIa, HO He OObIIIe.

BukTtopus okazayiach BBIIIE, YeM OH JyMaJl, BhIlle OOJBIIMHCTBA KeHIIUH B 3TOM 3aje. Ho
Jlykac 1 cam ObLT IOCTAaTOYHO BBICOK, U OH OBUT Obl paji )KEHUTHCS HA JKEHIIIMHE, KOTOpask CMOXET
OITyCTUTh TOJIOBY €My Ha IJIeYO, a He YTHIKAThCSI €My B TPY/b.

CoBceM HE TO, YTO OH OXHUOAJ.

Omna aBUrajiach CUJIbBHOU, U3AIIHOM ITOXOIKOH, TaK HE MOX0KEH Ha MaJIEHbKHE IAaXKKH, K KOTO-
PBIM TIPUYYAIOT ceOs1 OONBIIMHCTBO XeHINWH. TaHIyeT OHa ToXke XOPOIIIo, MeYaTbHO OTMeTH JIyKac.
OH MoHMMAJ, YTO B TAHIIAX €My HEe CPAaBHUTHCS JakKe C TYUHBIM OAPOHOM.

Jlykac cMoTpen, Kak 6apoH JIETKO BeleT BUKTOPHIO: B STOT MOMEHT OHU IMPOXOIUIIU O] JIIOCT-
po¥, Macca cBeTa OOpYIIMIACh Ha HUX, 30JI0ThIE MCKPBI 3aCBEPKAJIM B IMBIITHBIX TEMHBIX BOJIOCAX
BuxTopun. [lekonbte 1 B caMoM jiesie ObUTO uepecuyp ITyOOKHMM, HO 3aTO OHO MOTYEPKUBAIO HEX-
HYIO JINHUIO ee IIIeH, a IBET IJIaThsl YIMBUTEIBHO IMOIXOAW K €€ THTAPHBIM rJ1a3aMm. Jleau nmpekpacHo
3HaJIa, YTO el HY)KHO, U HE CUMTAJIach C MOJIOM.

CoBceM He TO, YTO OH OXUOAJ.

Jlxeccrka mpeynpexaaia ero, yTo, XoTs y Hee HeT Cephe3HBbIX 3aMEeYaHWUN OTHOCHUTETBHO
BHEIITHOCTH MUCC XaHTHHITOH, KpacaBHIlel ee He Ha30Belllb. BcMaTpuBasich U3 B OKHMBIICHHOE,
pasropeBitieecs: Um0 Bukropuu, Jlykac nmpu3HaBaj CripaBeIJIMBOCTh CykIeHUs J[KeCCUKH, HO OH
peII, YTO TeTlIble 30JI0THCThIC IV1a3a, CBepPKAIOIIHe JeP3KUM BbI30BOM, PEIIUTEIHHO B3ACPHYTHIN
HOC ¥ OCJICTIUTENIbHAS YIBIOKA KaK HeJb3s JIydllle COUYeTaloTcs Ipyr ¢ apyrom. B Buktopuu Obuio
’KMBOE OYapOBAHUE, TPUKOBBIBAOIIEE K Hell B3MIAA. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO B HEW TAMTCS CTPACTHOCTD,
KOTOPYIO HACTOSIIIIMN MYKUMHA CyMeJT Obl IPOOYAUTb.

Jlykac ere pa3 IJIsiHYJ Ha YJIBIOKY, KOTOpOi BUKTOpHS Harpaauia CBOero rnaptHepa, v MoHsLI,
YTO eMy OYeHb XOTeJIOCh Obl Y3HATh BKYC ee Ty0. M kak MoxHO ckopee!

— Jlykac, noporoii!

Jlykac HexoTs OTBeI IJia3a oT cBoel n30panHuIbl. CBOei — Ternephb OH ObLT B 9TOM yBepeH. OH
elre pa3 MoBTOPWII PO ceOsl ITU CIIOBA.

— Ha, dxeccuka? — OH CHUCXOAUTENBHO TIISIHYJ Ha KPacaBuIly, KOTOPYIO OH KOIJa-TO JIIOOMIT
Y KOTOPYIO TIOTEPSI, IOTOMY UTO y HEro He ObUIO HU TUTYJIA, HU JISHET.

— Ona nopoiinet Tede, Jlykac? Eie He mo3aHo mogymarsk o Mucce [THITKMHTTOH.

Jlykac mpurioMHm1, Kak Jeccrka, TOBUHYSCh HACTOSIHUIO CBOMX POHBIX, BBIIILIA 3aMYK 3a
APYroro MyXYMHY, KOTOPBIA MOT 00€CTICUUTh €l ¥l TUTYJI, ¥ COCTOsTHKE. Torja OH He MOT HU TIOHSITh,
HU TIPOCTUTH €€ TIOCTYNOK. Terepb, YHAC/IENIOBaB TUTYN, HO TIO-TIPEKHEMY HYXJasCh B JICHbrax,
Jlykac HakoHel 0CO3HaJ, B KAKOM IOJIOKEHUH OKa3aslach Jlkeccruka yeTelpe roja Hasza.

OH MoHMMAJT TeTiepb, YTO OHA BBHINLTA 3aMYK He TO JIIOOBU, HO U3 YyBCTBa Joira. «Jlomr» —
CJIOBO, TIOHSITHOE 117151 JIyKaca, CTOJIbKO JIET MPOCTYKUBIIETO B aPMUH.
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— Tak kak xke, JIykac? — HacrauBana JI)xeccuka, ee mpeKkpacHsle I1a3a oMmpaunia 3a60ta. — Tel
peluIbCs )keHUTbes Ha Heit? Panu CroynBeiina, Jlykac!
— Ha, — orknuknHyscs Jlykac, — nymaio, MUCC XaHTUHITOH MHE BITOJTHE MTOJOMET. . .
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I'maBa 2

— Pa16oyH, Tersa noma? — cnipocuia Bukropus, nocnenHo BXoAs B NapaJHylo JBepb TOpojl-
CKOro ocoOHska Jeau Hermmmmr.

C ynuupl JoHeccs epecTyk Kosec — AHHaOes1a U ee OYTeHHas TEeTyILKa, IPoBOkaBIve Buk-
TOPHIO ¢ Oajia, yexajim JOMOH.

Bukropus ¢ obnerdyeHreM nokuHysa ux kapery. Terss AHHaOesUTbl, PUBBIKIIAS] UTPATh POJIb
HACTaBHMILIBl MOJIOZIBIX AEBYILEK, BCIO JOPOrY BbIrOBapuBasia BUKTOpUHM 3a HEYMECTHBIN U1 Jiequ
MIOCTYIIOK — MOCPEAX 3BAHOTO Beuepa OTIPABUTHCS UTPATh B KAPThl C MY KUMHOM !

BuxTopus Tepnieth He MOIJIa BHICIYIIMBATh HOTALMU. [JBOpeLIKUil, KPYIHBIA MYy XKYMHA C TIOpe-
JEBIIMMH CEJbIMU BOJIOCAMHU M JITTMHHBIM HOCOM, KOTOPBIH YKPacuJI Obl JIMIIO JIIOOOTO JIopaa, Beerna
AepKaJICcs ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM. OH TOPKECTBEHHO YKa3aJl Ha 3aKPHITYIO IBEph OMOIMOTEKH:

— [onaramo, nequ Hermmmmn 3aHsTa ¢ wieHamu cBoero OOIIecTBa MCCIEI0BaHUI B 001acTh
€CTECTBEHHOI MCTOPUU U CaJJOBOACTBA.

— 3ameuarensHo. U noxainyiicra, Par6oyH, He OyabTe cToib yrpioMeiM. Bee He Tak yx 11oxo,
10 KpaiiHell Mepe OHH ellle He MOJ0XKIIN OHOIHOTEKY.

— Jleno Bpemenu, — npodopmoTtan ParGoyH.

Bukropus ycMexHyaach, poXojisi MUMO JIBOPELIKOTO K ABEPsIM OMOIMOTEKH 1 Ha XO/ly CHUMASI
NepyYaTKU:

— IIpaBo xe, Par6oyH. Bol coctonTe Ha cityx0e y MOl TeTH ¢ TeX 1op, Kak s ceOsi IOMHIO, 1
OHa ellle HU pa3y He MO KUrajia CBOM JI0M.

— IIpomry npornenusi, Mucc XaHTHHITOH, HO Yske ObUI CITydaid, KOTzia Bbl BMECTE C Hell 9KcIe-
PUMEHTUPOBAJIM C IOPOXOM, — IOYTUTEILHO HAIOMHIUJ eil PaTO0yH.

— Uro? Heyxenu BbI 10 CUX HOP HE MOkeTe 3a0bITh HAIy KAJKYIO MOIBITKY YCTPOUTh CBOM
coOcTBeHHbI (eitepepk? OqHAKO y Bac Aojras namsirth, PaTooyH.

— Hekotopble MOMEHTBI Halllel )KU3HU BPE3a0TCs B IAMATh U COXPAHSIOT CBOIO CBEKECTh AaXe
yepe3 MHOIO JIeT MOCje TOro, Kak MPOU30LUI0 caMo coObITHe. UTO KacaeTcss MeHs, s HUKOrJa He
3a0y/1y JIMLIO CTapLIEro Jiakesl B TOT MOMEHT, KOra Ipou3olies B3pbiB. Ha ofiHy yXkacHyIo ceKyHy
HaM TI0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BbI TIOTHOJIH.

— Ho kak BBISICHMIIOCh, MEHS TOJIbKO CJIeTKa OrTyImiIo. Bee Tak nepenyranuchk mpocTo noTomy,
YTO MEHS C HOT JI0 TOJIOBbI 3aChINAJIO NETJIOM, — NONbITAJIaCh YTEIIUTb ero Bukropus.

— Ecmn MHe mo3BosieHO Oy#eT BBIpa3sUTh MOE€ MHEHHE, Bbl ObUIM OJIEAHBI KaK CMEpTh, MUCC
XaHTHUHITOH.

— HasepHnoe, 310 BbINIsA€710 JOBOIBHO 3(peKTHO, He mpaBaa u? Ho He CTOUT BCHOMMHATh O
NPOLUIBIX oABUrax. Hac /et erie MHOXeCTBO HOBBIX 3aXBaThIBAIOIMX 3araloK MPUPO/bI, KOTOPbIE
MBI JIOJKHBI MccieqoBath. [1oiiy mocMoTplo, 4To 3aTeBaeT MOsl TeTsl CErOJHS.

Pa160yH cneann 3a Tem, Kak Jlakedl OTKpbIBaeT nepen Bukropueit qepb OMOIMOTEKH, U, CysI
1O BBIPAXKEHHUIO €Tr0 JIMIA, OH MPUTOTOBUWJICS K JIIOOOMY 3pEJHIILy, KOTOPOE MOIJIO OTKPBITHCS €r0
YTOMJIEHHBIM OYaM.

CHavasia B KOMHaTe BOOOIIIe HUYETo HeJlb3s1 ObLIO YBUIETh. B OMOMMOTEKe Iapuiia noHasi TeM-
HOTa, TIOTaCUJTN JJa’ke OTOHb B KaMUHE. BUKTOpUsI OCTOPOXKHO MepecTyIuia MOpor, TIIETHO MbITasICh
XOTb YTO-TO PA3IMUUTh B HEMPOHUIIaeMon TbMe. M3 T1yOMHBI KOMHATBI MOCBIIIANICS IETYOK, TaM
MOBOPAYUBAJIM PYUKY KAKOTO-TO MEXaHU3MA.

— Tersa Kneo?..

OtBetom Buktopuu Obiia sipkasi iyra ocienuTebHo Oestoro cBeta. OHa BCIBIXHYJIA B KPOMEIII-
HO¥ ThME ¥ BHICBETHJIa HEOOJIBIITYIO TPYIITY JOe, COOPABIIMXCS B KPYXKOK NOCpeay KoMHaTh. Yep-

19



A. KBuk. «Kanurynsius»

HBIE CHITY3ThI peibepHO MPOCTYIUIIN, OCBEIEHHbIE SIPKO¥ BCMbIKON. Heboupiast rpymmka Haomo-
Jaresieil BOCTOP/KEHHO B3JIOXHYJIA.

Uepes ceKyHIy TUTaHTCKast UCKpa MOraciia, U pa3iajiich paoCTHO-BO30YKICHHbBIE TOI0Ca.

BuxTopusi ¢ ynpiOkoii 00epHyIach K OTKPBHITOW JABEPH, BO3JIE KOTOPOU 3acTbu P3TOOYH M
JIaKen.

— CeronHsi BaM OECITOKOUTHCS HE O UeM, — 3aBepuiia OHa UX. — YieHsbl 00I1ecTBa mpocTo 3a0aB-
JISTIOTCSL C HOBOM 3JIEKTpUYeCcKOi MarmHou jiopra [Toroepwu.

— BbI MeHsI OUeHb YCTIOKOWIH, MUCC XaHTHHITOH, — XOJIOTHO 3aMeTi1 PTOOYH.

— Bukkwu, oporasi, Thl BEpHYJIACh, — MPO3BYYasl BECEIBIN Tooc U3 TeMHOTHI. — Kak Tebe rnoHpa-
BUJIOCH Y ATepTOoHOB? BXO/M, MBI Kak pa3 HayaJld CEpHIO 3aXBATHIBAIOIIMX IKCIIEPUMEHTOB.

— 4 tak u nousana. JKane, dro ono3gana HEMHOro. Thl e 3Haellb, Kak A JIOOJIO OIBITEL C
IEKTPUYECTBOM.

— KoneuHno, 3naio, noporas. — Terss Kiieo BcTynuiia B 1ojiocy cBeTa, MaJaBIlero U3 OTKPHITON
JBEpH, U HAIIpaBUJIACh HABCTPEUY CBOEM IUIEMSHHULIE.

Jlequ Hermmmmn noutu He ycrynasia poctoM Bukropuu, eil HelaBHO MUHYJIO IISATBIECAT, U €€
TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI MU3BICKAHHO cepeOpriia ceiuHa. Y Hee ObUIM BhIpa3uTesIbHBIC IJ1a3a U KUBOE, BOOMY-
IIEBJIEHHOE JIULO, TAK BBITOIHO OTVIMYAIOIIEEe BCEX KEHIIMH B ceMbe BukTopum.

MmenHo 3TO KauecTBO [1es1ajlo UX KPacuBBIMU J1ake B TOM BO3pacTe, KOTOPOroO AOCTUIJIA TETS
Kieo, Xx0Ts1 paBHOIYIIHBII 3HATOK HE OOHAPYKIJI OBl B €€ UepTax HUKAaKMX 0COOBIX IPU3HAKOB COBEP-
meHcTBa. Kak 06braHO, TeTs1 Kiteo Obiia oieTa 1o mMojie, ee IjiaThe I[BETa CIIeJIoro Mepeuka ooseraio
BCE ellle CTPOUHYI0 pUrypy.

— 3akpoiite aBepb, PITOOYH, — KOPOTKO pacrnopsawiach jeau Hermmmmr, — 3Ta MammHa
ropasno 3(p¢eKTHee CMOTPUTCS B TEMHOTE.

— C ynoBOJIbCTBUEM, M3M. — P3TOOYH KMBHYJ JIakelo, TOT C SIBHBIM OOJIErYeHUeM 3axJIOMHYJT
JBEpb, U OUOTMOTEKAa BHOBDb TIOTPY3UJIach B TEMHOTY.

— Wnu crona. — Tets Kiieo kpenko B3sila IVIEMSIHHUILLY O] PYKY U IOBEJIa €€ Yepe3 KOMHATy K
HEOOJIBINON TPYIIIKE JIOEH, MO-TIPEeKHEMY OKPYKABIIMX EKTPUUECKYIO MAIUHY. — Thl Be/ib BcexX
3/1eCh 3Haelllb, He Tak JIi’?

— KoneuHo, — orBetmiia Buktopus, npunommunas imua — Te, 4YTo OHa yclesia pa3misiaeTb npu
Benbiike cBeta. ['octu nequ HeTmmmmn yxe NpuBBIKIMA K MEJTKAM HeyA0OCTBaM BpOJie IPUBETCTBUIA
B aJICKOM TEMHOTE.

— JloOpwiit Beuep, MuUcCc XaHTHHITOH.

— Bai nokopHslii ciryra, Mucc XaHTUHITOH. Bbl 0oueHb KpacuBbl cerofiHs. [Ipocto HeoTpa3umsl.

— Moe nourenue, Myucc XaHTUHITOH. Bbl Kak pa3 BOBpeMs — ceiluac HauMHAeM CJIeAyIOLIMI
9KCIIEPUMEHT.

BukTtopus cpa3y y3Hana 3tu Myxckue royoca: iopn [oréepu, nopn I'pumitio u nopa TorTuH-
I’X3M — caMble BepHbIe IOKJIOHHUKH ee TeTH. Jlopny [TorOepu Ob110 3a mAThAECAT, Jopay TOTTHHIX-
3MY OCTaJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO JI0 CEMUECATH, [ puMIIIO, HACKOJIbKO BUKTOpHS MOIJIa TPUITOMHUTD,
HEJJaBHO OTIPA3JHOBAJ CBOE IIECTUECATUIIETHE.

Bce Tpoe ¢ He3anamsATHBIX BpEMEH XOAWJIM IEPEes TETYLIKOW Ha 3a/JHUX Jankax. Bukropus
COMHEBaJIach, YTOOBI HAyKa C CAaMOro Havasia yBJeKasia UX TaK ke CHJIbHO, KaK MX JIamy, HO CO Bpe-
MEHEM BCe TPOe MPEBPATHIIUCH B CTPACTHBIX SKCTIEPUMEHTATOPOB U KOJIIEKIIMOHEPOB-O0TAHUKOB.

— [Noxanyiicra, npookanTe Ball OIBITHI, — Monpocuia Bukropus. — Sl nocMoTpio onuH wim
IBa, a TIOTOM OTIIPABJIIOCh claTh. Beuep y siein ATEpTOH MOMYYUIICS TOBOJIBHO YTOMUTEIBHBIM.

— Koneuno, koHeuHO, — ckazaina Tets1 Kiieo, moxsonas ee mo pyke. — [Torbepu, MOXeT ObITb,
Ha 3TOT pa3 Bbl 03BosIMTE ['pUMIIIO Bpammarh pyuky?

— C ynoBonbcTBueM, — otBeTi [TotOepu. — YecTHo ToBODs, 51 yxe yctan. lasaiite, I'pumiiio.
HyHO HajaBUTh Ha Hee C yCUIIMEM.
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I'pumiio yto-TO MPOOOPMOTAT B OTBET, M Uepe3 CeKyHAy BUKTOpUs CHOBa ycbllaja Imesn-
YOK noBopaumBaionieiicss pyuku. IllenkoBas Tkanb Bce ObIcTpee Tepiiach O JUIMHHBINA CTEKJISTHHBIN
WIMHJP, HAKAIJIMBAas MEKTPUUECKU 3apsi. Bce 3amepny B 0KuAaHUM, U BOT B TEMHOTE BHOBb
BCTIBIXHYJIM U 3aIUISICAJIM MCKPbI Oeioro cBera. BocxwuiieHHbIe B3J0XU BHOBb HAPYIIMIN THIIMHY
KOMHATHI.

— ¢ capimar, ¢ MoMOIIBIO JIEKTPUYECTBA MBITATHCH 0OKUBUTH MEPTBEIIOB, — 00bsABII [ToTOepn
Ky4YKe BHUMATEJIbHBIX CITyIIaTesen.

— INorpscaroe, — mpomonsuiia Tetst Kieo, Tyt ke yBiaekimmch 31oi uaeeil. — M 4ro us sroro
BBIIILIO?

— Jlobuuch cyaopor B pykax M HOrax, HU4ero Oospie. §l caM MpoBOOWI TaKMe OMBITH HA
asrymike. O4YeHb JIeTKO JOOUTHCS HECKOJBKUX COKPAIIEHU B MBIIIIEYHON TKaHU, HO OKUTh OHA HE
MoxeT. He mymaio, 94ToObI 3TO HarpapjieHHe MCCIIeIOBAHUI MPHUBEJIO HAC K YeMy-HHOYIb UHTEpec-
HOMY.

— A r1e e oHuM Opautul Tpynbl? — cripociiia BUKTOpHS, He B CMJIaX CIPaBUTHCS CO CBOMM JII0OO-
TIBITCTBOM.

— V¥V manaya, — orBetw ['puminio, — rjie xe emie? YBaxawonmii ceOst SKCIiepuMeHTaTop He Oyaer
PHIThCS B MOTMJIAX, CAMH TIOHMMAETe.

— Ecnu 3710 OBUIM TPYIIBI BUCETILHUKOB, TEM JIY4IIle, YTO OHU HE OKUJIH, — TPOBO3IJIACHIIA JIE/IN
Herrmmmn. — Kakoii cMBICT TpaTUTh CTOJIBKO BPEMEHHU M CHJI HA TO, YTOOBI MOWMATh W MOBECUTh
roJIOBOpe3a, €ClIM uepe3 napy JHEd OH yke Oy[eT pasryJvBaTh )KUBEXOHbKUN TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO
KOMY-TO B3/IyMaJIOCh ITIO9KCTIEPUMEHTHPOBATD C JIEKTPHUECTBOM ?

— Ma. — Buktopusi mouyBCTBOBaJIa TYyPHOTY IPU OIHOHM MBICIIH, YTO TaKO€ BO3MOXHO. DTO
CJIMILIIKOM TIOXOIMJIO Ha €€ TIOBTOPSIIOIIMICS KaskIylo HOUb Kommmap. — [ cornacHa ¢ Todoi, tets Kieo.
Her cMmpbiciia n30aBISITBCS OT HETOISEB, €CJIM OHU TIOTOM CHOBA OKHUBYT.

— YunTeiBasi, Kak CJIOKHO JAOOBITH TPYIIBI AJIs1 SKCIIEPUMEHTOB, 1 HUUyTh HE YOUBJISIOCh, UTO
KOe-KTO 3apabarbiBaeT ceOe Ha JKU3Hb, BOPYs MOKOWHUKOB, — pa3/iajicsl B TEMHOTE APOXKAIIUI ToJI0C
neau ®uHyY. — 4 crplnana, HOXUTUTEIN TPYIOB MPOLUION HOYBIO CHOBA Pa30PUIIM HEOOBIIIOE KJIa-
oue Bozie JIonaoHa. Beipblin ABa Tena, KOTOpble ObLIA TOJBKO YTO MOTPeOSHBI.

— Yero emie oxunarh? — CIOKOMHO OTKJIMKHYICS [ToTOepn. — YHUBEPCUTETCKUM Bpadam B
SnuHOypre u [71a3ro HykKHO Belb KOro-To pe3aTb. Henb3sl BBIyUUTh XOpOIIEero Xxupypra 0e3 mpak-
THKH. DTH TIOXUTUTENU TPYIIOB IEUCTBYIOT HE3aKOHHO, HO Ha MX TOBAp CYILIECTBYET HEMAJIBIH CIIPOC.

— V3BuHM, — memnHyaa Buktopus Ha yxo Tere, MOHUMas, YTO 0OCYKAEHHE TOPrOBIU TPYIaMu
MIPUBJIEKJIO BceoOliee BHUMAHUE, — 5 TyMalo, MHE JIydllle TIOUTH CraTb.

— OtnoxHu Kak crneayeT, joporas. — TeTs JlackoBO MoxJionana ee 1no pyke. — Jla, HanoMHu
yTPOM, UTOOBI s TMOKa3aia Tebe 3aMeyvaTesbHyI0 KOJUIEKIIMIO JKYKOB, KOTOpYIO IpuHecna jieau Byn-
Oepu. OHa codpana ee Bo BpeMs noe3iku B Cyccekc. Jlenqu BynOepu Obuta Tak o0e3Ha, 4To coria-
CHUJIaCh OCTaBUTh MHE CBOE COKPOBHIIE HA HECKOJIBKO JTHEH IS M3yUeHHUS.

— C ynoBonbcTBMEM MOCMOTpIO. — Ha 3TOT pa3 B ronoce Buktopun mpo3Byyas NOMJIMHHBINA
3HTY3Ma3M. Kosulekuus xyKOB MHTEpPECOBajIa €€ He MEHbIIIE, YeM HOBOE IK30TUUYECKOE PACTEHHE U3
Awmepuku nmu Kuras. — Ho celiuac s Bce-Taku oy cnark. ..

— CriokoiiHOM HOuH, goporas. Thl He 1o/KHA nepeyToMiisThes. [To-moemy, nocienHee BpeMst
THI CJIMIITKOM MHOTO BbIe3kaellb. Tede cTOMIo Obl XOTh pa3 BEPHYThCS JOMOW TIOPAHBIIIE.

— HagepHoe, T1 1paBa. — BukTopus BbIOpasiack Ha OIIyIh M3 TEMHOIN OMOIMOTEKH, TOMOprasa,
MIPUBBIKAs K SIPKOMY OCBEIIIEHHIO B XOJIJIe, M HAITPABIJIACh K MOKPBITOM KPACHBIM KOBPOM JIECTHHUIIE.
Korzaa ona nodpanack 10 cBOel IJIOIMAAKH, €€ CHOBAa OXBATHUJIO MPEJIyBCTBHE MPUKITIOUSHUH.

— Mosxkere naru, HaH, — cka3asa oHa MOJIOIEHBKOIN FOPHUYHOM, BXO/ISl B CBOIO HapsiIHYIO U
U3AIIHYIO, BBITIOTHEHHYIO B 30JI0THIX, JKEJITHIX M O€JIbIX TOHAX CHAJbHIO.

— Ho kax e Baiiie yysiecHoe Ij1athe, MaM? 51 moMory Bam pasierhcs.
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BuxTopwusi ¢ ynbIOKo# caanach, NOHUMAsI, 4TO, €CIIA OTKAKETCsI OT oMot HaH, uiib BHI30BET
HEeHYyXHble paccrpochl. OHa MocTapanach Kak MOKHO CKOpee OTIYCTHTh CITy’KaHKYy U CHOBA TOBEp-
HYJIaCh K CBOEMY ITUIATSIHOMY IIKady.

W3-non Kyuw miasieid oHa U3BJeKJIa OpUIKY, a U3 KUIIbI ofiesiyT — carory. JKuner xaan Bukro-
PHIO TaM, IJIe OHA €ro CIpsTaia, — B IIIyOMHE OONBIIOro AEPEBSHHOTO AMKA. MOXHO ObLJIO TPUHU-
Marbcs 3a AeO.

Uepe3 HECKONBKO MHMHYT BUKTOpHsI KPUTHUYECKM OCMOTpeNia CBOE OTpakeHHe B 3epKajie
mKkadga. Heckompko Heaeb OHa Mo YacTsM coOMpasia My KCKOM KOCTIOM M Telepb peliach orpo-
60Barth ero.

Bpumxu ciumkoM 1uioTHO obseranu Oenpa, MOAYEpKUBasi UX JKEHCTBEHHOCTb, HO TYT YK
HUYEro He nojenaentb. OcTaBasoch HAAESThCS, YTO (hasIbl TEMHO-CHUHETO TTala ¥ HOYHAasi TEMHOTa
CKpOIOT HauboJIee sIBHbIE MPU3HAKY ee 1MoJ1a. 3aTo rpyab y Hee Obuia HeOoJbInast, 1 BUKTopun Jierko
YIAJIOCh CKPBITh €€ MO MYKCKOU PYyOAIlIKOUN 1 KEJITHIM KHIJIETOM.

3a1MxBaTCKU BOAPY3UB Ha KOPOTKO IMOACTPHKEHHBIE BOJIOCH KACTOPOBYIO LAY, Buktopus
ocTajiach JOBOJIbHA coOoi. OHa OblIa yBEpeHa, UTo 10 KpaiHel Mepe HOUbIo ee MPUMYT 32 MOJIOZIOTO
aeHu. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, JIIOIU BUAST TOJBKO TO, YTO OHM PACCUUTHIBAIOT YBUAECTb.

HerepnenvBoe oxuiaHue HapacTaso B Hel, 1 BUKTOpHsI BHE3aITHO MOHSIA, YTO MPE/IBKYIIAST
HE CTOJIbKO BU3UT HA SIPMapKy, CKOJILKO HOBYIO BCTpeuy ¢ rpagom CTOYHBEMIOM.

Amnnabeta, JOKHO ObITh, paBa, yTBepKAasi, 4To CTOYHBEI UCTUHHBIN JUKEHTIIbMEH, NHAYe
HU Jeau AteptoH, HU Beprtu JIunaByn He nmogaep:kuBaay Obl ¢ HUM 3HakKOMCTBO. Ho skeHImumHa, oco-
OEHHO COCTOsITEJIbHASI, HE MOXKET TMOJIOKUTHCS JIake Ha YecTh JUKeHTJIbMeHa. BUKTOpus mpekpacHo
YCBOWJIa YPOK, TIPETIOIaHHbIN el oTunmoM. M Bee ke OHa Hajesiach, 9To OyeT B JOCTaTOYHOU Oe3-
OIACHOCTH, €CJIM el yIaCTCsl KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CUTYAIIHUIO.

Ona ycriokowiach, Ha ry0ax y Hee 3aurpaja Jierkasi yBepeHHas yibliOka. Buktopust oOnagana
OIPOMHBIM OITBITOM IO YaCTH KOHTPOJIMPOBAHUS CUTYAIIH.

[Ipoiias mo mymucToMy CUHEMY KOBpY, OHA ycellach B XkeJIToe OapXxaTHOE KPecyio BO3Jie OKHa.
Elie HeMHOTO BBIKJATh — M MOKHO BHIOMPATHCS U3 JOMY.

CeropnHs el HakOHell yaacTcst u30esKkaTh HOYHBIX KOIIMApOB, TIPECISAYIOIINX ee B JOJITHE Tpe[-
paccBeTHbIE YaChl, CETOJHSI HE TIPUETCSI BCIOMUHATD O TOH CTPAITHOM OMACHOCTH, KOTOPYIO € Kor/ia-
TO MPUIIJIOCH TIEPEKUTH, HE TPUAETCS BHOBb M BHOBb [yMaTh O TOM, BO3MOHO JIM BEPHYTh K )KU3HU
MepTBela C TIOMOIIBIO JIEKTPHUUECTBA.

[NonHoub yxe Onu3Ka, ¥ 3TO 3aMevaTesnbHO. Ecim rnoseser, el yaacTcsi MpoBeCTH MOUYTH BCIO
HOYb Ha HOTaxX, M HE OCTAHETCsI BPEMEHH JIJIsl TeX CTPAIIHBIX BUAEHHI, UTO BCE Yallle BTOPraloTcs B ee
CHBI. BUKTOpHS yX)e 60silach HOUHBIX KOIIMAapoB. Jlerkast 1poxsb mpoderaa 1o ee Teiy Aaxe Ternepb,
KOTJJa OHAa CTapajiach OTOABUHYTb BOCTIOMHUHAHMSI B CAMBIH JAUTBHUI YTOJIOK CBOETO CO3HAHUS. Y HEro
B pyke ObLT HOX. Hox!

Her, cerognst 3ToT Kolmmap He HacTUrHeT ee. Ecii moBeseT, OHa He BEpHETCsI JIOMOM 0 CaMOro
pacceeta. [Inem Bukropusi Huuero He 6osinack. Ho oHa Hayumiach 60SITbCSI TEMHOTHI.

BuxTopus Brisimenach B MOMHBIA TEHEW caj| M TMOMBITANACh MPEACTaBUTh cede, Kakoe OyaeT
muno y CToyHBel1a, KOrja OH yBUAUT €€ B MYKCKOM KOCTIOME.

OHa paJIoCTHO MpeJuyBCTBOBAJIA €0 U3yMJIEHHE, MTPEICTABIIsIA ero 03aJa4YeHHbIH B3I, 1
3TOro OBUIO OCTATOYHO, YTOOBI M3THATH MOCIIETHUNA TEP3AIONIUIA ee AYIY MPU3PaK.

Jlykac BBIIJISIHYJT U3 OKHA KapeThl M1 HAXMYPUJICS, MBITAsACh Pa3InYUTh XOTh YTO-TO B HOUHOM
mpake. HactpoeHue y Hero Ob10 CKBEpHOE:

— Yo 32 cymacOponctBo! [Touemy Obl Mricc XaHTHHITOH HE BCTPETUTD HAC y TApaTHOTO BXoza?

— 41 e roBopuia Bam, — 3arpoTecroBaia AHHaOes1a JIMHABY, — ee TeTs Bce MOHUMAET, HO
Bukropus omnacaercs, 4To Ha 3TOT pa3 Aaxe Ters Kieo MokeT BOCIpOTUBUTHCS HAIIUM I1JIaHAM Ha
CETOAHSIITHUI Beuep.
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— 41 pan, 4To emie XOTh OVH YEJIOBEK, KPOME MEeHsI, COXPAaHWI OCTaTKHU 3[paBOr0 CMBIC/A, —
npoBopyai Jlykac. OH oOepHyJIcsl K CBOeMy CITyTHUKY: — §I mymato, JIMHABY!, Ha BCSAKHIA CITy4ail Ham
HaJI0 IOTOBOPUTHCS, TIe Mbl HAalileM APYT ApYyra, €Cd BAPYT MOTepsieMcs B TOJIIIE.

— IpexpacHas uaes, — ¢ skapom noaxsatui JIuaasya. [i1st Hero 6610 OrpOMHBIM O0JIErYeHIEM
3aumeTh Jlykaca CBOMM CITyTHMKOM M TOJIKOBOIeM. — HaBepHoe, Jydilie BCEro OCTaBUTh Kapery,
YTOOBI OHA K/1AJ1a HAC B YCJIOBJIEHHOM MecTe, rie-HUOYJb B CTOPOHE OT TOJIIThI?

Jlykac OpICTpo 001yMalt ero npeaiokKeHue U KUBHYJT:

— Boane nmapka tpyaHo Oyner pa3BepHyTh KapeTy. CKOpO TOMIA 3alOJIOHUT Bce ONvKauiime
YJIMLBI U CTAaHET COBEPILIEHHO HeynpasisieMoil. Ckaxu Kydepy, eClid OH He Hal[eT Hac Ha TOM ke
MecTe, TJie BBICAIWI, ITyCTh OThEJET Ha JIBa KBapTaia v KAeT BO3JIe MaJleHbKOro kabauka «Cobaunii
3y6>>.

JIMHABY KMBHYJI, HA €ro KPacCMBOM JIMIIE YATAIACh 03a00YEHHOCTb.

— 4 3Ha10 3TO MecTo, U Ky4epy, pa3yMeeTcsl, OHO TOXe U3BECTHO, — 3aBEPUJI OH. — XO0uy elle
Pa3 BBIPa3WUTh BaM CBOIO MPU3HATENBHOCTh, CTOYHBEW, 51 Ype3BBIYAliHO OarofapeH Bam 3a TO, YTO
BBl IPUCOEMHIIINCH K HaM. Pa3 yxk Jiequ Halenmimch Ha MPUKIII0YeHHe, MY)KYMHE He TIOJ] CUITY UX
OCTaHOBUTH, BEpHO?

— 3TO0 MBI ellie MOCMOTPUM, — OTKJIMKHYJICSE CTOyHBEWI.

Amnnabe1a, HapsAMBINASCS B U3SIIHOE MPOTYIOYHOE TUIAThe CUHETO I[BeTa C CHHEW HaKUAKOM
B TOH, 3aCMes1JIach:

— Ecnu BB HazieeTech nomerath BUKTOprK Aenath Bce, YTO el 3a01aropaccyiuTesl, Bac KIeT
OOJIBIIION CIOPITPU3, MUAJIOP/.

— ¢ Tak moHnmaro, Mucc XaHTUHITOH BEChMA CKJIOHHA K IMOJOOHBEIM 3a0aBam?

AnHabe1a CHOBa XUXUKHYJIA:

— C BukTopHei He COCKYYHIIIbCS, YBEPSIIO Bac, HO OJOOHOE MPUKJIIYEHHE OHa 3aTesiia BIiep-
Bole. OHa TOBOpHMIIa MHE, YTO BCe 00IyMasia 3apaHee.

— Iloxosxe, Mucc XaHTUHITOH JAaBHO yXKe HYKEH MY, KOTOpbI MOT Obl pYKOBOOHTH €10, —
3ametuit Jlykac u cepauTto oOepHyIicsi K AHHaOeIe — ee XUXUKAHbe CTaJI0 HECHOCHBIM: — §1 ckazan
YTO-HUOYIb CMEIIHOe?

— Mucc XaHTHHITOH HaJIeeTCsl MTPOKUTH BCIO JKU3HBb 03 MYKCKOTO PyKOBOJICTBA, — COOOIIMIIA
Annabenna.

— 4 noHsw1, 9TO OHA OOUTCS MOMACTD B JIOBYILIKY M3-32 CBOETO COCTOSIHUSI, — OCTOPOXKHO IPO-
nomxkai Jlykac. EMy xotesoch momyuuTh Ooliee mogpoOHble CBEICHHSI, HO OH OMaca’scs MPUBJIeYb K
ceOe BHUMaHKe M3JIMIITHIMU PACCIIPOCAMH.

— Omna B0oOOIIIe OOUTCS 3aMyKeCTBa, — OTBeTHIIa AHHaOe 1A yXke COBEPIIECHHO cephe3Ho. — B
CBOEI ceMbe OHA BUJIEJIa TOJIKO CaMble MeYaibHble TIPUMEPHI TOTO, YeM MOKET OOCPHYThHCS /17151 XKEeH-
muHbI Opak. Ha Hee CTOJbKO JIeT OXOTHJIMCh U3-3a €€ COCTOSTHUS, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Y O€THSKKH
MIPOTAJIO BCSIKOE JKeJIaHKMe BBIXOOUTH 3aMyK. MIHOTA 51 [ymalo, HaBepHOe, OHa IpaBa. YTo xoporero
MOXET PUHECTH JKEHIIMHE 3aMYKeCTBO?

— Yepr nobepu, bemna, — pe3ko BMerascs ee Opar, — Thl OMATH OonTaelb rynocti. Haziewocs,
TeOe He MPUJET B FOJIOBY MOCJEA0BAThH IPUMEPY MHUCC XaHTHHITOH? MHe He XOTeJIoCh Obl, YTOOHI y
MaMBl OTTSITh CITyYHJIach UcTepuka. IIpu3HaThes, XoTst BUKTOpHS 1 04apoBaTtesibHa U ee TeTs OJTM3KUit
APYT HAIllel MaMbl, 51 Jae He 3HAI0, IPaBUJIbHO JIM 51 TOCTYTIAI0, TIO3BOJIsis Tede NPYKUTh ¢ Heil. Bee,
YTO MPOUCXOAUT CETOIHSI, TOXKE M3-3a Hee. YeM cKopee Thl BBII/IEIIb 3aMyK, TeM sryuinie. CraBa oory,
BaptoH, kaxercs, yke TOUTH CO3per.

Annabe1a ¢ MPUTBOPHON CKPOMHOCTBIO YJIBIOHYJIACh B TEHU KapETHI:

— 41 3Hat10, TeOe He TeprnuTCs U30ABUTHCS OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, bepTu, HO 5 BRIHYX/IeHa 0OMa-
HYTb TBOM OXHU/IaHUsI. XOPOIIEHbKO BCEe 0OyMaB, sl IPUIILIA K BBIBOAY, UTO TeOe MPUAETCS OTKA3aTh
nopny bapToHy, Korga OH HagymaeT cliesiaTh MHe MpeasioKeHue.
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— «XOpOIIIEHbKO BCE 00lyMaB» O3HAYaeT TOJILKO, YTO THI yke 0OCYIUIa STOT BOIIPOC C MUCC
XaHTUHTTOH, — CEPAUTO BO3PA3KI Opar.

— Hackorbko 51 mpuIioMmuHalo, Mbl ¥ B CaMOM JieJie TOBOPUJIU 00 3TOM, — OE3MATEKHO OTBETHIIA
AnnHabemna. — Mucc XaHTHHITOH, KaK BCerja, O4eHb BHUMATEIBHO OTHECIaCh K MOMM MpodieMaM
1 00BsICHWIIA MHE, KakoBa OylieT Mosi sku3Hb ¢ bapToHOoM.

[Nocnennee 3aMeuvanue BbI3BasIo y JIykaca CTOJb KMBOUM MHTEPEC, YTO OH PEIIHIICS BMEIIaThCs
B POJICTBEHHYIO Oecejy:

— Kakum 0o6pa3zom Mucc XaHTUHITOH CyMesia COCTaBUTh cebe MHeHue o baprone?

— Kaxetcsi, OH TbITAsICSl YXaKMBATh 32 HEH HECKOJIBKO MecsleB Hazaa. Bocrmonb3oBaBIIMCh
9TOI BO3MOKHOCTBIO, OHA BCE O HEM pa3y3Hasia.

— Bor kak? — Jlykac 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO B TOJIOCE €ro 3BYUHMT Jiel. — M 4To ke oHa y3Hasia 0 HeM?

— Jla Tak, MmycTsIKM, HAllpIMep, BBISICHUIOCh, YTO BapTOH MPYIKIIT yKe OHOTO WJIH ABYX AeTeil
CO CBOE JTIOOOBHUIIEH, YTO OH PETY/ISIPHO HAITUBAETCS JJO TAKOTO COCTOSTHUSI, YTO Kydepy MPUXOIUTCS
BHOCHTb €T0 B JIOM Ha PyKax, 1 ellle OH MUTAaeT MPUCTPACTHE K UTOPHBIM JIOMaM, — Ha OJJHOM JIbIXaHUH
BBUIOKMJIA Bce AHHaOeIa.

— Iocnymaii, — mpoBopuan JIMHABY/, — HAIO MPOIIATH JIIOASAM HEOOJbIIINE TPEIIKH.

— B camom piene? — 3HaKOMBII TPOMKMI 5KEHCKUI TOJIOC HEOKHMJAHHO BOPBAJICS B OTKPHITOE
OKHO KapeThl. — A BUKOHT BapToH Tak ke Jierko oTHeccsi Obl K IOMOOHBIM I'pEIIKaM CBOEH HEBECThI?

Jlykac pe3ko oOepHysics. [lake 3ByK ee ronoca BHOBb Oy/IvJI B HEM TO UyBCTBEHHOE JKEJIaHHUE,
YTO OH UCTIBITAJ B IOME Jiein ATepToH, HaOmoaast 3a Bukropueil. OH cymen CKphITh CBOE BOJHEHHE,
XJIAJTHOK POBHASI PACCYIUTEILHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH BBIPaOOTa B ceGe ¢ rogaMu, ¥ Ha STOT pa3 MpUIILIa
eMy Ha BBIpyuKy. JIykac rotoB ObUI 110 BCEM MPaBUJIaM ITPUBETCTBOBAThH «CBOIO HEBECTY».

Ho BMecTo ouapoBaTeIbHOM KEHIIMHBI B JIETAHTHOM IUIAThE U MUISITKE OH HEOKUIAHHO yBU-
nen niepen codoi durypy, odnaueHHyI0 B MYKCKOM KocTioM. CMeroruecs ria3a BBINIAIbBAINA U3
TEMHOTBHI, OpOcasi eMy BBI3OB.

— T'ociomu, — mpo6opmoTan Jlykac ckBO3b 3yObl, — 3TO TIPOCTO Oe3yMHue.

— Her, munopa, 310 Bcero-HaBcero paspiieyeHue.

VYcrnplmaB, Kak rpyM CITyCKaeTCsl CO CBOETO MECTa PSIOM € Ky4epoM, YTOObI IO BCEM MTpaBUIIaM
TIOMOYb eHi cecTb B Kapety, JIykac onomamscs. OH pacnaxHyJ JBepILy, MPesk/ie 4YeM A0 Hee JoOpacs
CITyra, U pelmTeNbHO CXBaTuil BukTOpHIio 3a pyky.

Omna He ycrena HOHSTh, YTO OH coOupaeTcs Aenatb. JIykac TrotoB ObLT K BCTpede € JaMO,
CKJIOHHOM K JISTKMM TIPUKJIIOUSHUSIM, HO OH HE 3HaJI, KaK BECTH ce0sl C 9TOM CyMacIIie/IIex.

— 3ane3aiiTe B KapeTy, MaJleHbKasi TUTyTOBKa, IOKa Bac He y3Hamu! — OIHUM PBIBKOM OH BTa-
mu1 BUKTOpHMIO B KapeTy — Tak, 4TO OHa, MOTepsiB PaBHOBECHE M 3aJOXHYBIIKMCH, IUTIOXHYJIaCh Ha
KOkaHoe cuzieHbe Bo3iie Jlykaca. OHa MOTsHY/Iach K KACTOPOBOM LIUIATIE, MOMPABJIsis ee Ha TOJI0Be,
u Jlykac 3aMeTu1, 4To B pyKe JIe[u CKUMAET MACCUBHYIO IOPOTYIO TPOCTb.

— Bnaronmapio Bac, MUIOpA, — HACMEIIUTMBO MPOM3HECIA OHA.

Jlykac octaBui 6e3 BHUMaHHMsI €€ BbINaI:

— Enem ckopee, JIunapy.

JIMH/ABYN MOCTYIITHO MOCTY4Yasl KOHIIOM TPOCTH B KPBIIILY KapeThl.

— B napk, o0e3HbIi! — KpUKHYJ OH Ky4depy.

Kapera nokaruna, u AHHaOesu1a yabIOHyIach, MPUBETCTBYS BukTopuio:

— Thl IpekpacHO BBHIIAAMILD B 3TOM Hapsje, Bukku. BeposaTHo, B noapaxanue bpymmeno
Thl BbIOpasia cuHMi 11BeT? HacKoMbKO 51 3HAI0, OH OYeHb JIOOUT CHHUM, HO Thl, KaXeTCsl, OOBIYHO
MPENOYUTACIIb KEeJITHIN.

— 4 Gostnack, UTO KENTHIN TUIan] OyJeT CJMIIKOM MPHUBJIEKaTh BHUMaHUE, — MPU3HANIAch BUK-
TOPUSL.

— IToaTOMY THI OrpaHUYMIIACH KEJITHIM KUJIETOM. Sl BoCXHIleHa TBOEH YMEPEHHOCTHIO, I0pO-
rast! A KTo ke nops3as Tede rayicTyk? § B )KU3HM HE BU/IeNa TAKOTO 3JIETaHTHOTO y3J1a.
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— Tebe HpaButcs? — BUKTOpUS KOCHY/IACh MAJIblIaMHM UCKYCHO 3aBSI3aHHOTO y371a. — DTO Moe
T4yHOe n3o0peTeHue. S coduparck BBECTH €ro B MOy U Ha3BaTh «BUKTOpHUs».

AnHa0eI1a paccMesiach, CJIOBHO PACCHINAIMCH KeMUYKUHKU:

— Knsanych Te6e, BUukku, Thl TOBOPHII, COBCEM Kak JAeHau ¢ BoHa-cTput. Thl TaK TOYHO KOTH-
pyenib ux ToH! ITak HeOPEKHO, UyTh CKy4Jaroiie. Thl BIOIHE MOTJIa ObI MOCTYIUTD HA CIIEHY U 3apa-
OaThIBaTh ceOe Ha KU3Hb KaK aKTpuca.

— Cnacu6o, bemna. Takas moxpajia MHe TIO JIyIIe.

Jlykac OTKWHYJICA Ha MOMYIIKH, pacCMaTpvBasi KPUTUUECKUM B3IJISIZIOM CUJEBIIYIO PSIIOM
¢ HuM Bukropuio. [lepBoe morpsiceHre MpoIuio, YCTYIUB MECTO JJOCa/ie U HEMOHSATHOMY CMYIIe-
HUI0, KAKOTO OH HUKOT/Ia TIPeX/ie He UCIBIThIBA. Bbuto sicHo, uto BukToprs XaHTUHITOH HE MTPOYb
MOO30PHUYATH, HO 3TO 030PCTBO MOKET JOBECTH €€ 10 Oe/Ibl.

— W vacto BbI MOSBISIETECH B TAKOM BH/IE, MUCC XaHTUHTTOH ? — JIykac MoHMMaJI, 4To pa3roBa-
pHBaeT ¢ Hell TeM TOHOM, KOTOPBIM IIPUBBIK OOPAIaThCst K MOJIOIBLIM OpUIIepaM CBOETO TIOJIKa, KOT/ia
OHU HaXuBaJM ceOe HenpusATHOCTU. Ho OH He Mor criepxkath cebs, OH U BIIpaBIy ObLT paccepiKeH.

— DT0 MO¥ NIePBBIT FKCTIEPUMEHT C MYKCKHM KOCTIOMOM, €3, HO, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPSI, 51 COOM-
patoch elrie He pa3 BOCIOJIL30BATLCS UM B OyayiieM. S HaXoxy, YTO ITOT MYKCKOH Hapsi/ IPeIoCTaB-
JIIET MHE Topas/io OoJbIlie BO3MOKHOCTEH, YeM KEHCKOe IIaThe, — MpU3HaIach BUuktopusi.

— TI'opazmo Goblile BO3MOKHOCTEN HaBJIeUb HA CBOIO MPEKPACHYIO TOJIOBKY THEB U TIpe3peHIe
Bcero obmiectBa! Eciu pazHeceTcs CIyX, 4TO Bbl UMeeTe OOBIKHOBEHUE Pa3ry/IMBaTh HOUBIO 10 YJIH-
1am JIoH/10Ha, HAPSAIUBIIMCH B MYKCKOM KOCTIOM, OT Ballleid penyTalluy B JABA/LIAaTh YEThIpe yaca
OCTAHYTCS OJIHU BOCTIOMUHAHUSI.

BukTopus pemmresbHO CTUCHYJIA PYKOSITh TPOCTH:

— OueHb CTPaHHO CJIBIIIATH 3TO OT Bac, C3p. MeHs yauBIIseT Baille OTHOIIeHue. S He aymaia,
YTO BBl TaKOW XaHXka. JJoJoKHO OBITh, MEHSI BBEJIO B 3a0Nysk/IeHHe Ballle MpeJIokKeHUe ChIrpaTh B
KapTHI OCPeIN 3BaHOTO Beuepa. Heyxenu Bel coBceM He JiioOuTte npukioueHus? [lomo3pesato, Bbl
UX He JIIoOWTe, MHAYe BBl HEe BXOAWIM ObI B UMCJIO JIyUIIUX Ipy3el Jeau ATepToH, He TaK Jiu?

Ora KeHIIMHA 0OMYMaHHO PacCTaBisyia eMy JIOBYIIKY. JIykac mpeanoden Obl OCTaThCsl B TY
MUHYTY C HEWl HaeJHE.

— He 3Hato0, 4TO BBl XOTUTE 3TUM CKa3aTh, MUCC XaHTUHITOH, HO, CMEIO BAaC 3aBEPUTh, pEIyTa-
U e ATepToH Oe3yrnpeyvHa.

— MIMeHHO 3T0 4 1 XOTeJia cKa3arb. BceM u3BecTHO, uto Jlxeccrka ATEpTOH M 32 MUJUIMOH JIET
He pelmiach Obl OKa3aThCsl CPeId HOUM B 9TOW KapeTe, HAIPABJISIONICHCS Ha IpMapKy, — MOIXBATHIA
Bukropus.

— Bor yx peiicTBuTenbHO! — XMXUKHYIa AHHAOea.

— BoI cMeete yTBepkIaTh, uTO Jienu ATepToH XaHxka? — morpedoBai oreera Jlykac.

BukTopus moxaia rjiedaMu, TeCHO OOJIEraBIIni ee TeJo KWIET OTYePKUBAIT KakKI0€e IBYIKe-
HUE.

— 51 He umena B Buy HUYEro oouaHoro, Muwiopa. [IpocTo oHa He U3 TeX KEeHIWH, KOTOpbIe
000XKaI0T MPUKJTI0YeHUs. ECTeCTBEHHO, s1 IpeAroaraio, 4ro 1 ee Ipy3bs Ype3BbIYaiiHO Pa300pUMBLI
B pa3BJIEYCHUSAX U HE ONOOPSIOT JToei ¢ Oojiee CBOOOHBIMU BKYCAMHU.

— 3HauuT, BBl U3 TEeX JKEHIIMH, KOTOpble 000KAT MPUKIIIoUeHUsI? — nogapa3Hui ee CTOyH-
BEM.

— O ma, musnopa. 4 crpairHo ux Jooo.

— HacTonbKo, 4TO TOTOBBI PUCKHYTh CBOMM TOJIOKEHHEM B CBeTe?

— be3 Hacrosero pucka HeT U HaCTOSIIIEero MPUKJIIOUeHus], He npaBjaa ju, musiopa? [lonaraio,
TaKOM YJaWIMBBIA UTPOK, KaK BbI, JIOJDKEH TMTOHUMATH 3TO.

Ee cnoBa Tonpko ycummau npoOyauBinyiocs B JIykace TpeBory.

— Mosxet ObITh, BBI M TIPaBbl, MUCC XaHTUHITOH. Ho s Bcerga mpeanovynrtan prucKoBaTh, KOTia
Ha MOEU CTOpOHe OOJIbIIIE IMAHCOB Ha yAady.
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—V Bac, IOJKHO OBITh, CKYYHAsI JKU3Hb, CIP.

Jlykac roToB ObLT yKe OTBETHTh Ha 3Ty HACMEIIKY, HO CyMesl BOBPEMsI OCTAaHOBHUThLCS. Camo-
oOJiajlaHre M pacCyIUTeIbHOCTh BEPHY/IMCh K HeMy. Hu B KoeM ciydyae Hesb3sl IOIyCTUTh, YTOOBI
kKeJlaHHasi ToObIUa ¢ CaMOro Havyasla OKPEeCTHIA ero XaHKOW M 3aHymou. MHTyuIms nojacKa3beiBaia
eMy, 4To BUKTOpHS OXOTHO MpHUMET 000 BHI3OB WJIH JaXe PUHETCS B CpakeHHe, HO €CJIM OH ei
HACKY4YHUT, OHA ITPOCTO MPOMIET MUMO.

Xanka ¥ 3aHyna. Moi 6or! IIpyu ogHON MBICIM, YTO OH MOT 3aCNyKUTb MONOOHBIN SIPIIBIK,
Jlykac rotoB ObLT pacxoxoTaTbcs. Hukorga eie oH He ylaocTauBajiCsl TOJOOHBIX KOMIUIMMEHTOB.
OpHaxko B ob1iecTBe Mucc XaHTUHTTOH JIyKac, K CBOeMy YIMBIICHHIO, OYeHb OBICTPO TIOYYBCTBOBAJI
BKYyC K coOmonenuto mpwinanid. OH Bce ellle He MOT OTIOMHHTBLCS OT TOTPSICEHH S, KOTOPOE BhI3BAJI
B HEM €€ MYKCKOM KOCTIOM.

BuxkTtopus yxe He oOparana Ha Hero BHuUMaHusi. OHa BOBCIO yibiOasiach AHHaOeJe:

— 3HauuT, Tl BCe-TaKM pellriia OTBePrHyTh Npeioxkenue baprona? f paga 3To ciblaTh: OH
OBbLIT OBI IPOCTO YKaCHBIM MYKeM ISl TeOsl, Joporasi.

— 41 yBepeHa, 4TO THI COBEpIIIEHHO TIpaBa. — AHHa0e/JIa BRIPa3UTESIHHO MOBeJa riedamu. — 5
MorJia OBl eIlle CMOTPETh CKBO3b MaJIbIIBI HA €r0 MPUCTPACTHE K a3apTHBHIM MrpaM, HO BHIATH 3aMYK
3a YeJIOBEeKa, y KOTOPOTo JIBOE JIETel OT KAKON-TO HECUACTHOM keHIIMHbBI? OH He MosKeJiai 1axe 1aTh
¥M CBO€ UMsi!

— V Hero Het MOHSATHS O YeCTH! — MpPaYHO MOATBepauia Buktopus.

Jlykac Brisiziesnicsi B ee JIMILO B CyMpake KapeThl:

— Kak Bam yganoch y3HaTh O He3aKOHHBIX oTHpbickax BaproHa? He mymaio, uto mopoOHas
CIUICTHsI KOCHYJIACh BAIlMX YIIIeH Ha Oaiy y Jiemu ATepTOH.

— Pazymeercs, Her. 4 HaHsMa chIKa, YTOOB OH cOOpat Bce cBefieHns o0 bapToHe, OH 1 c000-
AT MHE O ero IETSX U JIOOOBHHUIIE.

JIykac noxonogesn ot yxaca:

— Bul Hanstm cpiuika ¢ boy-crput?

— ¢l monymasa, 94To 3T0 JYYIIUH Croco0 permTh MpodsieMy.

— 3ameuaresbHbIi crrocod! — moaxsaTuiia AHHade 1A,

JIuuaByn 3acToHan:

— Boxe, ecrm Obl Hama Mama 3T1o ciblmana. benusara bapron... MHe kaxeTcsi, Tl B caMOM
JieJie HpaBuIbCs eMy, besua.

— A BOT 5 B 9TOM COMHEBAIOCh, — ’KUBO Bo3pasuia Bukropus. — Ero cembs pemmia, 9to emy
ropa KEHUThCS, U OH MOJBICKUBAET HEBECTY, KOTOpast MPUIILIACh OBl IO AyIIe ero oTiy. B mporuiom
TOIy OH WCITBITaJI CBOM Yapbl HA MHE, HO s PACTOJIKOBAJIa €My, UTO 51 Ha Ty POJIb HUKAK HE TOXYCh, U
Torja oH morbitan cyacthbsi ¢ mucce [Munkunrron Camo CosepiieHcTBO. Cyfisi 1O BCeMy, € XBaTUIIO
3[IPaBOTO CMbICIA PACIIO3HATh B HEM OOBIYHOTO OXOTHHKA 3a MpHUJaHbIM. Teneph OH MPHUHSIICS 32
Berty u permmn caenath e npeaioxenue. Bot u Bcs ucrtopus.

— Mucc IMunkunarron Camo CoepitieHCTBO? — JIyKac mepeBOavII B3I C OHOTO KEHCKOTO
nuna Ha gpyroe. — [louemy Bbl Ha3bIBaeTe €e COBEPIIEHCTBOM ?

— [Moromy 4TO OHA — COBEPIIIEHCTBO, — TOMbBITATACH PACTOIKOBAThL eMy AHHaOewa. — OHa B
KU3HM CBOEH He cliesiayia HM OJHOTro rpomaxa. OOpasel] COBEpIIIeHCTBA U CTOJII 100pojieTeie!

— Bam Bce cTaHeT sICHO OTHOCUTENTbHO MHCC [ TMITKMHTTOH, €CTi y3HaeTe, UTO OHA IIPOTEeKe JIean
ArtepToH, — fo6aBuia Buktopust.

— IonsTHO.

Tak BoT mouemy Jlxxeccrka XoTesia peACTaBUTh ero ele OiHOW Ooratoi HeBecte. JIykac rotoB
MOCTIOPUTH HA YTO YTOAHO: eciid Obl OH IMpeanoves yXakuBarh 3a Mucc [IMIKUHITOH, eMy Obl He
MPUIILIOCH CeYac CUAETh B KapeTe PsiIoM C IEBUIICH, IEP3HYBIIEH BHIPSIUTHCS B MYKCKOU KOCTIOM.
Ha mur Jlykac 3acomHeBasICcsl, He COBEPIIMI JIA OH BCE-TAKHM CETOAHS BEUYEPOM OIIMOKY, HO Cpasy
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e pellul, YTo, KaK HU BEIUK PUCK, EMY MPEJCTOUT IPOBECTH YPE3BbIYAIHO YBJIEKATEIbHYIO HOUb
B o01ecTBe MUCC XaHTUHITOH.

— 4 Tak u nymana, 4to Bbl OMMeETE, MUJIOPH, — OKMBUJIACh Buktopus.

— Ilo kpaitHeit Mepe OIHO MHE SICHO: U3-3a Balllero BMeIlaTeIbCcTBa MUuce JIMHIBY/I HUKOI/1a He
y3HaeT, Kakue 4yBCTBa UCIIBIThIBANI K Hell bapTon, — cyxo 3ameruin Jlykac. — M baptoH HuKorga He
Y3HAET, YTO €0 BbICIICANI HAEMHBIN CHIIUK MO OPYYEHUIO HEKOEe MUCC XaHTUHITOH. Bbl naxke He
OCTaBHWJIM €My IIIAHCOB 3aIIUTUTH ceOsl.

— Bamututh ceds?! — BosmyTmiiack Buktopus. [1a3a ee Tak u cBepkainm B nomympake. Ha
3TOT pa3 B €e MPsSIMOM, BHI3bIBAIOIIIEM B3IJIse HEe ObLJIO HA KCKOPKH cMexa. — Bbl ronaraere, ChIIIMK
oOmaHys1 MeHs?

Jlykac He ycTynan No3uLui U CTapaliCsl COXPAHUTb HETIPUHYK/IEHHbIN TOH:

— 1 monaraio, BbI BMEIIAJIMCh HE B CBOE AEJI0. Y HEro MOTYT OBITh CMSTYaloIie 00CTOSITEIbCTBA.

— Xa! Bot yk B 4eM 51 cCOMHeBaloch! — orpesaiia Buktopusi.

— U g ToXe, — BKIMHUIACH B MX criop AHHaOes1a, — TOJbKO BOOOpasuTe, OPOCUTh OEIHYIO
KEHILMHY C JBYMsI AeThMHU!

JIMHBY HENOBKO MOUIEBEIUIICS HA KPalo CUJCHBS:

— A Bam, MOJIOfIbIE JIe/I, BOBCE HE CJeOBAIO Obl 3HATH O HE3aKOHHBIX OTHpBICKaX baproHa.
Bawm He nopo6aer maxe oOCykaaTh TakKue Belly, He rpapa Jiu, CTOyHBe?

— Takoii pa3roBop COBEpIIEHHO HEYMECTEH B yCTaxX JEBYIIEK M3 BBHICIIEr0 OOIECTBa, — Mpo-
6opmotan Jlykac, ¢ rpycTbio CO3HaBasi, UTo Terepb BUKTOpUS OKOHYATEIHHO 3aMHUIIIET €ro B 3aHY/Ibl
Y XaHKHU.

BukTtopus TopKecTBYIOIIE YCMEXHYJIACh:

— [1o3BosbTE MHE HAMOMHUTD BaM, JiopJ, CTOyHBE, UTO, €CJIM MOU CJI0Ba KaXyTCsl BaM CIIMII-
KOM PEe3KMMM [JIsl BallIeTO HEKHOTO yXa, BbI JIETKO MOKETE HANTU BBIXOJ — BBIXOJL U3 ITOU KAPETHI.

B sty munyTy Jlykac oco3na, 4yto BUKTOpHS MOYTH COKPYIIIIIA €r0 KeJIe3HOoe caMoo0iaa-
HHeE, Yero y:Ke MHOTO JIET He YaBaJIoCh HUKOMY, U clieJiajia 9To 6e3 ocoObIX ycuimid. [la, neau onacHa.
[Moxauyit, 4ToOBI KOHTPOJIMPOBATH CUTYALIMIO, EMY HaI0 OBITh IIOOCTOPOKHEE.

Jlykac otkanuisics:

— Moii cityx He mocTpaaaeT OT Ballleld SKCLIEHTPUYHON MaHEephl BbIPAXKaThCsl, MUCC XaHTUHITOH.
1 He Mmory cefiuac MOKUHYTh KapeTy. YecTb BBIHY:KAA€T MEHS YIUIATUTh CIIOJIHA MOM KapPTOYHBIH JJOJT.

— Xa! Ilpu uem TyT yecTh U KapTOUHbIH JOAT! BBl MPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO HIAHTAKUPOBAIN MEHS.

— [To3BosbTE Bac yBEpUTh, UTO MIAHTAXK HE MOXKET OBITh IPOCTBIM JIEJIOM, €CJTU B POJIU JKEPTBBI
BBICTYIIa€TE BBI.

[Ipu 3TOM HacMelnIMBOM KOMIUIMMEHTE Iaza Bukropuu cBepkHyau o3opctBoMm, u Jlykac
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BCE €r0 TEJIO HAIPAMIOCh OT YyBCTBEHHOTO *kesaHusl. OH CII0KWIJI PyKU Ha Tpyau
Y OTKMHYJICS Ha3a/1, He OTBOJs B3IVIs/AA OT ee Iia3. B 3Ty MUHYTY OH oTnas Obl oyIly 3a TO, YTOOBI
OCTaTbCsl Hae/IMHE C 3THM KOJIIOBCKUM co3anreM. OH, He pa3ayMbiBasi, yIOXKU Obl ee Ha CUIEHbE
KapeThl U MoKa3aJl Obl €, YeM OHa PUCKYeT, OTKPBITO Opocast eMy BBI30B.

Ha mur mexay HUMM MOBUCIIO HanpsikeHHOoe monvyaHuve. Hakonen, Bukropus, He BblAEpkaB
ero B3MJIs1Ja, MOPTHYJa U OTBEJA I71a3a — JIyKac MOHsI, YTO OHa pas3rajajia ero MbICIu.

Opnnaxo Jlykac Heosro pajgoBaics cBoer modene. OH yke OHUMAJI, YTO, PEIIUBIINCH YXaKH-
BaThb 32 BukTopueii, oH noasepr cedst ropazao OobIIeMy PUCKY, YeM Ka3zaiock BHavase. C ImoMOIIbio
JI’eccuKku ATEpPTOH U CBOETO yMEHMS UrpaTh B KapThl JIykac Hagesicsl 10CTaTOYHO JOJITO CKPBIBATh
OT CBETCKOTO OOIIEeCTBa COCTOSIHME CBOMX MM — JI0 TeX Iop, MoKa He Haijer ceOe HepecTy. Kak
OOBIYHO, OH TIIATETLHO MPOAYMAJ TUIaH JeHCTBHA.

Ho ecnu BoIOpaHHast UM HeBeCTa B3AyMaeT HAHATH CHIIMKA [T PaccIeIOBaHus ero e, CKO-
pee Bcero mnpasaa oOHapyxkutcs. Mudg o ero GorarctBe paspeercs B mpax. Jlykac mogymain, 4to
DOOUTHCSI IMEHHO 3TOH AEBYIIKM — 33/1a4a, CJIOKHEWIass U3 BCEX, YTO eMy JOBOIMIOCH peliaTh B
Au3HU. OIHO HEBEPHOE JIBUXKEHHE, OfIMH MPOCYET B UTPE — U OH NOTEPSIeT BCE.
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— CKosbKO BpeMEHM Bbl OTBEJIM Ha CErOHsIIHEE MPUKIIIOUeHNe, Mrucc XaHTUHITOH? — Jlykac
cTapa’jicsi FOBOPUTh PABHOAYILHO.

— A ByeM zieno? Y Bac HaMeueHa elnle Kakas-HuOyJb BCcTpeva? — JaJIeKo He JII0OE3HBIM TOHOM
CIPOCHJIA OHA.

OH nons1, yTo BUKTOpHS 320packiBaeT youKy B pacueTe y3HaTh, He COOMpAETCs JIM OH TO3Ke
BEYEPOM Ha CBUJIAHUE C JIIOOOBHUILIEH.

— Her, npyrux nnaHoB y MeHst HeT. Mbl ¢ JIMHABY/IOM JOJKHBI TPEAYTIPEAUTH Kydepa, YTOObI
Kapera ) Jjajla Hac B yCJIOBJIEHHOM MECTe, M Ha CIIy4aii, €CJIM Mbl IOTepsieMCs B TOJIIIE, HY)KHO PEIlIUTb,
B KOTOPOM 4acy Mbl OTIIPABJISIEMCS JOMOW.

— la, monumaro. f mymaio, JByX 4acOB HAM XBaTHT, YTOOBI KaK CJIEAyeT Pa3BIeybCs.

Annaben1a THXO B3JOXHYJIA:

— borocs, Tak gonro g He cMory, Bukku. Yepes 1Ba yaca Mmama yxe BepHeTcs ¢ Beuepa y Muiib-
PMKOB, U K TOMY BpEMEHU MHE HaIo ObITh JOMa.

Jlykac mocrapascsi CKpbITh CBOe OOJeryeHue:

— Craso ObITh, yac?

— MHe kaxeTcs, yaca BIIOJIHE XBaTUT, — IOCHEIIHO BcTaBui bepru JIuHasyn.

— Bonbiiie BpemeHu y Hac HET, — ¢ coXajleHreM MoBTopuia AHHaOesa.

— Yro x, mpeKkpacHo. — BUKTOpUs ciierka oropumiach, HoO MPUMUPUIIACH C HeM30eKHBIM. — Yac
Tak yac. Ecim mocnenM, MoxeT ObITh, yCrieeM BCE OCMOTPETb.

Jlykac HMUYero He OTBETHJI, B TIIyOMHE AyIIN OH CO3HABAJ, YTO ONMKAMIINMIA Yac, HECOMHEHHO,
OyleT OIHUM U3 CaMBbIX JOJITHX B €r0 KU3HU.

Uepes nomyaca OH yTBEpIWICS B CBoOeM MHeHMU. OrpOMHBIA MapK BECesO CBEpKaJl MHOXe-
CTBOM Pa3HOIIBETHBIX (DOHAPHKOB, BO BCE CTOPOHBI TSHYJIMCh OECKOHEYHBIC TOPrOBBIE PS/IbI C MSIC-
HBIMU TTUPOKKAMHU U JIeM, TIOBCIO/LY CTOSTH LIMPKOBBIE MAJIATKH, T71e BHICTYNAIN aKpOOAThI U KAHATO-
XOJIIbL, @ B IPYTMX TAKMX Ke MaJIATKaxX MUI0 KyKOJIbHOE MPEJICTABICHUE WA UTPAJTU B A3aPTHBIC UT'PHL.

B Tonme nepemernanuck Bee cOCoBUsL. 31eCh ObLIM JIAKeH, TOTUXOHBKY YIM3HYBIINE U3 IOMa,
X03s51eBa MEJIKMX JIABOUYEK C CYIPyTraMH, OIMAcTepbsl ¥ IPOJIABIIUIIbL, Pa3BJIeKaIOIIeCs JCHN, CyTe-
Hepbl ¥ MPOCTUTYTKH, KAPMAHHUKY ¥ MAJTBYMIIIKA U3 BOPOBCKUX MPUTOHOB, BOGHHBIE U MATPOCHI —
BCE COMJIUCH CETOIHSI B 3TY OTPOMHYIO TOJIIY, PACCUMTHIBASI HA HOUHBIE TTPUKJTIOUEHHMS.

— Munopn, — nporenTana Buktopus Jlykacy, Korjaa OHM OCTAHOBUJIUCH, YTOOBI KYTUTh TAPOK-
Hoe. — §l IOHMMAalo, BaC TPEBOXKUT MOH BbI3BIBAIOIINI KOCTIOM.

— TpeBoXKHUT — CAMIIIKOM MSTKO CKa3aHO, MUCC XaHTUHITOH, — podopmoTai JIykac, ormsisl-
Basi OKPYIIIYIO JIMHUIO ee Oefep, — 9TU YePTOBBI IITAHbI IPUJIMILIH K BaM, CJIOBHO BTOpast KOXa.

— 41 ¢ ynoBosbCTBHEM J1aM BaM afipec Moero moptHoro. Ho moka uto 6sut0 Obl JTydliie, eciiu Obl
BBl HE JIEpKaJIi MeHs of] pyKy. TOT UesloBeK HAIlpOTUB JIAaBHO YK€ YCTaBUIICS HA HAC.

— An u Bce npsiBotbl! — JIykac BBITYCTHII €€ pyKY, CIIOBHO oOkerimuch. OH modarposes, mpe-
cTaBisis cede, UTo MOAyMal O HEM 3eBaka — KEHTIbMEH AEPXKHUT TOJ] PYKY JPYyroro JKEeHTIbMeHa,
CJIOBHO TOT Jlama. — [TofoskanTe, STOT Balll Iypalkuid Hapsi] elie Hapiedet oemy!..

— HukTO HUYEro He 3aMETUT, €CIIU BbI MPEKpaTUTe 00PAIAThCsl CO MHOW KaK C JKEHIIIMHOM. —
BuKTOpHSs IPECIOKOIHO MPUHSLIACH 32 MUPOXKHOE.

— Jleno He B TOM, Kak sl 00paIlaoch ¢ BAMH, a B TOM, KaK CUJAT Ha BaC 3T OPUIKH.

BuxkTopus mpoBena najiblieM 1o BOPOTHHKY IL1AINa:

— 51 nymana, niani BIOJIHE HAJIe)KHO YKPbIBAET MEHS.

— Y MeHs ecTb [Isl BAC HOBOCTh: OH BaC HUUYTh HE YKPBIBAET.

— BbI HenpeMeHHO JIOJKHBI BOpYaTh Bech Beuep, musiopn? Bynbre Tak 100pHI, PUIIOMHUTE,
YTO BbI HAIIPOCHIMCh camMH. $1 BCEro JIMIIb HeBUHHAS JKePTBA BaIllero MIAHTaxka.

Jlykac MpayHO yXMBUTbHYJICS:
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— HeBunnas xeptBa? [IpaBo, Mmucc XaHTUHITOH, 3TO OIpEJeeHUE He NOOUIET K BaM — HU
MIPU KaKUX 0OCTOATENbCTBAX. Bbl HUKOrIa He OyJeTe HeBUHHOM KepTBOI.

BuxTopust mocMotpena eMy mpsiMo B I71a3a, 00yMbIBasi €ro 3aMevyaHue:

— HagepHoe, MHe crie1oBaio OCKOPOHUTHCSI, HO YK 04eHb MHe Becesio. Oil, cMOTpHTe, aKpoOaThl
HauMHAIOT HOBOE Mpe/cTasiieHue. [loiinemMmre mocMoTpum!

Jlykac ornspencs:

— 4 ne Buxy JIunaByna u ero cecrpy.

— Beptu xoten BeINUTH ettie 71s1. OHM BEPHYTCS Yepe3 MUHYTY, He OeCIIOKOWUTECh, CIP.

— 41 He 6ecrnoKoCh, MUCC XaHTUHITOH, 51 IPOCTO CTAPAIOCh COOMIOAATh Pa3yMHYIO MPEAOCTO-
poxHOCTh. [To-Moemy, B Hallleil KOMNaHuM OOJIbIle HUKTO HE PACTIONOXKEH K 3TOMY.

— Bce notomy, 4To OT pa3yMHO# IPEAOCTOPOKHOCTH HUIKOMY HUKaKoro yaoBosbctBusi! Hy ke,
ObICTpee, a TO MbI TIPOITYCTHUM BBICTYIUIEHHUE aKpOOATOB.

Uepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT, Koraa Jlykac mo3Bon cebe pacciaOuThCsi M IOUTH TOBEPHII, UTO
9TOT Yac B apke 00omIeTcss Oe3 HelTPUATHOCTEH, HEOKUIaHHO pa3pasuiach KatacTpoda.

Bo3MorkHO, Bce Havanoch ¢ yepecuyp OOJBIION MeTapabl, OT KOTOPOW BCIBIXHYI Noxap. Mnu
BUHOI BCEMY OKA3aJIMCh JIBE TIPOCTUTYTKH, TPEOOBABIIIME C COJaTa IJaTy 3a CBou yciayru. Vnm xe
MPOCTO 3Ta TOJMMA, KaK U Jiodas Toymna B JIOHIOHE, HeMPeMeHHO JO/KHA OblTa 3aTesATh CBAJIKY.

Kaxk Ob1 TO HM OBIIO, MHOKECTBO BECEJIBIX MIOCETUTENIEH sIPMApKU B OIHO MIHOBEHHE TIpeBpa-
TWIUCh B JUKUI, HEYNIPABJISEMBIN TIOTOK, OE3yMHBIN, CIIOCOOHBIN JIMIITL YMHUTH pa3pylieHus. Han
rOJIOBO B3PBIBAJIMCH NETAP/bI, JIIOAM BU3KAIU U PYrajkch, OMACHOCTb CTYIAJIACh.

Jlomaay 3axpanenu v Hayanu pBatbes ¢ npuBsasu. Ilaiika ManbuMIek, BOCHOJIb30BaBIIUCH
MOMEHTOM, TMOAXBATHJIA TIOIHOC C MAPOKKAMHU U OpOCHIach MPOYb, a 32 HUMH, U3PbIrasi MPOKJIs-
TSI B HOYHOE HeOo, ycTpeMuicst poaasell. Co Bcex CTOPOH JOHOCHUJIMCh BOTUTH M B3PBIBHI (heriep-
BepKa. bimkaiiimil KHOCK BCIIBIXHYII, M BCE CMELIAJIOCh B OMIACHOM, Y:KacalolleM Xaoce, B KOTOPOM
JHOIY TABUJIM JIPYT Apyra, Opocavch IpyT Ha Jpyra, BRIPhIBAIM KOeabKH. He ucKItioYeHo, 4To KTo-
HUOYb B 9TON OECHYIOIIENCS TOJIE HAIIeT CBOIO CMEPTh.

Jlykac, no4yBCTBOBaB IlepeMEHY B HACTPOEHHH TOJIIIbl, OTpearupoBajl MTHOBEHHO. Bropoii pa3
3a 3TY HOUb MaJIbLIbl €70 IUVIOTHO COMKHYJIMCh Ha TOHKOM 3amsicTbe BukTopuu.

— Croza, — mprKasai OH, MOBBIIIAs TOJI0C, YTOOBI OHA pacCbIIIaa ero 3a TyJIOM TOJMMbL. — 3a
MHOW.

— Yro xe Oyner ¢ AnHabesnnoit u beptu? — KpukHy/a B oTBeT Buktopusi.

— Ouu caMmu 103a00TATCA O cebe, Tak Ke KaK U MEL.

BuxTopusi 60sbliie He MbITaaach COPUTD, 3a 4To JIykac ObLT eii B BBICIIIEH CTereHH OarogapeH.
Kaxercs, aTa ey Bce-TakM CrocoOHa MPOSIBUTh XOTh KarleJIbKy 3IPaBOro CMbIC/IA, KOTJa B 9TOM
€CcTh HEOOXOAUMOCTb.

VxBatuB ee 3a pyKy, JIlykac nputsHys Bukropuio k ceOe, mpoKiaabBas CKBO3b TOTYEIO TYTh B
HaJeKHOE YOKHIIE Y3KUX aJulel U yJIoUeK, MPUMBIKABIIMX K Mapky. C camoro Havyasa ObLIo SICHO,
YTO C ITOU JEBUIICH XJIONOT He obeperbes!..
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I'nmaBa 3

OmnacHOCTh, OOPYIIUBIIASCS HA HUX CIIOBHO TPOM C SICHOTO HeOa, ortyrmia Buktopuo. B sty
MUHYTY €AMHCTBEHHAsl HaleXkK/1a Ha craceHue Oblia 3aKJIioveHa JJisi Hee B 3TOM CHJIbHOM MYKCKOW
PYKE, KEeJIE3HOM XBaTKOW C:xMMarollen ee 3amnsicthbe. OHa creno cienoBaia 3a JlykacoM, MHCTUHK-
THBHO JIOBEPsISl JIOBKOCTH, C KAKOW OH KCIIONIb30BAJI TPOCTh, MPOKJIAIBIBAS JOPOTY CKBO3b OYIIIyIO-
HIyIO TOJITY.

BukTtopus mouyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK YbU-TO UYKUE MaJIblbl KPEMKO BUEMUJIKCH B €€ TUIalll, U JIora-
JaJ1ach, 4TO ee MbITATCs orpadbuth. KTo-TO pBaHyn U3 pyk BUKTOpHM MHKPYCTUPOBAHHYIO TPOCTb.
He paznymbiBasi, Buktopus yaapuia TpOCTbIO MO aTYHBIM PyKaM.

OpnuH 13 HaraIaBIIMX B3BbUT, M JIykac MrHOBEHHO 0OepHYyJicsl. OIHOro OBICTPOTO B3MJIsAAa eMy
XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI IOHSITh: HE3aIaWIMBbIe TPAOUTEITN YK BBITYCTUIIM HAMEUEHHYIO KEepTBY.

— VYmHuIa! — MoxBajavi OH U BHOBb COCPEIOTOUYMIICS Ha CBOEH 3aj1aue — MPOOUBATHCSI CKBO3b
TOJITY.

OH He nbITasicd WATH Nonepek notoka. Hanporus, kak poraganace Bukropus, Jlykac ocen-
JIaJI JIIOZICKYIO BOJIHY TIOIOOHO rpelily, UCTIONB3YIoeMy cuiibHOe TedeHrne. OH JIaBUPOBaJI, YIIOPHO
poOupasich K Oepery 3Toi TUKOH, MATYIENCs] PeKH, Iark ero ObUIM CUJIBHBI M YIIPYTH, HECMOTPSI
Ha XpoMoTy. JIykac He mbitajicsi OexXarh CJIOMS TOJIOBY M TOJIKATHCS — 3TO TOJNBKO YXYIIIUIO ObI UX
NoJiokeHue. Bbulo BUAHO, YTO OH JaBHO HAYUWJICS CIIPABIISATHCS CO CBOEH XPOMOTOI.

Ero xononHoe camoo0iaaHve cpey TUKOW CYyMaTOXM Ioka3ajno Bukropww, uto Jlykac w3
TeX PEeIKHUX JIIoAel, KTO He TepsieT TOJIOBY B CaMbIX CIOKHBIX cuTyarusix. OHa yyBCcTBOBasa ceds B
©e30MacHOCTH, XOTsI TOJMA U OyIleBasia BOKPYT, CIOBHO IITOPMOBOE MOpE.

JloOpaBIIKCh 10 Kpasi 3TOM pEeBYILEH, TOMKAOIIEHCs, ObIOIIEHCS TONIBI, OHA CMOLJIH Tiepe-
ABUTAThCS cBOOOIHEe. JIykac 0OMyMbIBaJI CIIEAYIONIMIA 1I1ar, BBIKMIAs MOMEHT, KOIJIa OHH CMOTYT
BBIPBAThLCS U3 MapKa. BIOpaB MoAXOasIyI0 MUHYTY, OH OHUM JIBUXKEHHEM YBJIeK BUKTOpUIO B TEM-
HBII IPOEM MEKAY TOMaMH.

BukTtopusi, coThIKasch, Crenmia 3a HUM B O€30MacHbIi MPUIOT TeMHOM ajuten. Carnoru pasb-
€3KaJIMCh MO TPsI3HU, U el MPUIILUIOCh 33iepKaTh JAbIXaHUe — TaKas BOHb MOJHUMAJIACh OT MYCOPHBIX
Ky4, HaBaJIEHHBIX OKOJIO JJOMOB.

Oma yke pelnia, 4To OMacHOCTh MUHOBAJIA, HO TYT Y BXOa B aJUICI0 pa3ajiich rpyoble Ibsi-
HBIE roJIoca:

— Crona, ciona, npusitenb. Tamm doHapb. [oBopio TeOe, s BUAas, Kak OHU 3aBEpHY/IU ciofa!
LenpIx qBOE — GOTaThHIe MAJIBIE, CY/IS IO BUJLY.

— Yepr! — menorom Beipyrascs Jlykac. — BUuktopusi, BctaHbTe 0331 MEHSI U IPUTHUTECD.

He noxupaasce, moka oHa UCTIOMTHUT ero koMaHay, Jlykac panyn Bukropuio 3a pyky u oTmpa-
BWJI ee ceOe 3a CITUHY C TaKoW CHJIOHM, YTO OHA HaJsleTesla Ha KUPIUYHYIo cTeHy. Ene ynepkaBiimch
Ha HOrax, OHa C TPEBOTOM MOIJIsijieNia B HaYaJlo ajuleH, Ie yxke 3aMeplai cBeT hoHapsi, U yBUaesa
JBYX MOJIOZILIX HETro[isieB, BOOPYKEHHBIX HOKaMHU. OHM BBICJEWIN CBOIO JOOBIUY U TeNeph Kpaay-
YKCh TPUOTMKAIUCH K HEH.

— Yero sxaenb, JuHabli ToM? — noBeIMTENIHO 0OpAaTUIICA BTOPOU K CBOEMY MPUSATEIIO. —
Jagaii xxuBo. CeroqHs HOUbIO Oy/IET TOJHO PaOOTHI /IS Hallero Opara.

CroyHBeN CTOsT HEMOABUAKHO, 3acioHss1 Bukropuio. OHa yBHena, Kak OH JOCTaeT KaKou-
TO MaJIeHbKHIA OJIECTSIIMI MpeIMET U3 KapMaHa MajbTo.

— Yepr! V Hero mymka! — mpoBopuai nepsblii, korga (hoHapb BBICBETUI MUCTOJIET B pyKax
3aCTBIBLIETO B peluTesibHoM no3e CToyHBeia.

— Tonko noaMeyeHo, JKEHTIAbMEHBI, — CKYYaloIIUM I'ojIocoM 0To3BaJICs: CTOYHBEMIT. — XOTUTE
MIPOBEPUTh, KAK 51 CTPeIsIio?
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lemmmii Buepeau 10Hell CIIOTKHYJICS, BTOPO MosieTest mpsiMo Ha Hero. PoHaph ynas B Ipssb,
CTEKJIO JIOITHYJIO, ¥ BO BCE CTOPOHBI MOCHINAIMCH UCKPBL. BiieHoe miiamMs momepiiano, oropackiBas
Ha CTEHY CTpaHHBIE BBITSIHYTBIE YIPOXKAIOIIME TeHH, U TIOTaclo.

— Yepr Ob1 MeHs moOpai! — cHOBa BHIpyrajcsi TIEpBBIN I0OHEI, OCKOPOJICHHBI O TIIyOMHBI
ayud. — [IsiTaemscest 3apadortarh cede Ha KU3Hb — U UTO C 3TOro umeelnb? — OH MOAHSIICS Ha HOTH
U, C TPYAOM COXpaHsisl paBHOBECHE, MOTAIIIICS Ha3a/l K BHIXOLY U3 aJUIeH.

Bropoii rpabutenb Toxke He HyXAajcs B oompeHnd. OHM YCIBIIIATN CTYK ero OalmMakoB 1o
KaMH$IM, TIPUIYIIEHHOE MPOKJIATHE, M Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MrHOBeHUH Bukropus u Jlykac ocranmch
B aJljiee OHH.

Jlykac He coOupasicsi TepATh BpeMs JapoM. [[IMHHBIE aprCTOKpaTHMUYeCKHUe Majblbl CHOBA
COMKHYJICh BOKPYT 3arsicTbst BUKTOpUM, 1 OH OBICTPO YBJIEK €€ 10 TEeMHOW ajljiee K CIeAyIomen
youIie.

Tonma eme He AOCTHITIA ee, W 3[eCh lapuiia OJarocioBeHHasi THIMHA. BUKTOpHS MbITanach
3aMeUIMTD Iard ¥ OTABIIIATHCS, HO CTOYHBEIII M HEe MOIyMall OCTAHOBUTHCS, TaK UTO €i MPHIILIOCh,
3a/IbIXasiCh, TOKOPHO CIIEIOBATh 32 HUM.

— Jlykac, s xoTesia BaM CKa3aTb: BbI CIIPABUJIMCH C HUMH ITPOCTO 3aMedaTesbHO !

Jlykac kperrue cxai ee pyKky:

— Huuero 3toro He ciyduioch Obl, ecii Obl BHI He BOWJIN ceOe B TOJIOBY, YTO BaM HETPEMEHHO
HaJI0 CErOfIHsI HOYBIO OTIPABUTHCS HA SIPMApPKY.

— Jlykac, Hy B camMOM Jele. . .

— Ocraetcst TOJIBKO HaJIesIThes, UTo Kydep JIMH/ABYA 3aOMHMII HAIlA YKa3aHUs1, — 000pBaJI ee
Jlykac, mo-tnipesxHeMy ObICTpO yBiIekast Buktopuio 3a coO0M.

— 51 ouens Gecriokoock 00 AHHaOee u bepTu, — 3ambIxaBIIMCh, BHIOXHYIa BUkTOpHS.

— IIpaBuibHO Aenaere.

BuxTopusi B3Oporaysia — Kak oH 0e3kajlocTeH, BHOBb U BHOBb MpeabsBiss el cuer! Xyxke
BCErO, YTO OH TPaB: 3aMbICEJI 3TOTO HE CIIMIIIKOM BECEJIOrO MPUKJIIOYEHHS MOJTHOCTHIO PUHAJIeKAT
eil.

K cuactbio, CtoyHBeiin Oosbliie He MPOM3HEC HU CJIOBA, JI0 TeX MOp MOKA OHU He 3aBepHYJIH
3a yroJl ¥ He BHIIIUIM Ha YJHMILY, TIe Ky4ep JO/DKeH ObUT MX JKAaTh B ClIyyae Ype3BbIYaiiHbIX 00CTOSI-
TEJbCTB. BUKTOPUS yke pasnnyania Brepeau 3HaKOMble OYepTaHusl SKuMaka JIMHABYIOB y BXOAa B
TaBEpHY, M y Hee BBIPBAJICS B3/I0X OOJIeryeHusi, KOraa OHa pasmisjesa ABe TeHH BHYTPU KapeThl.

— Onu B kapete, Jlykac! O B 6e30macHOCTH. — BUKTOpHS 3a1M1ach KPacKou, CIMIIKOM
MO3HO 3aMETHB, YTO OT BOJHEHHS Havasa oopaniatbest K CTOyHBEITY M0 UMEHH.

— Jla. Beixoaut, ceromst HaM BCe-TaKM IOBe3J10. — M oH cHOBa 3aMoT4all.

— T'ocrionu, MBI Tak 3a Bac BOJIHOBAIMCH! — JIMHIBY HAarHyJICs, OTKpBIBas UM ABepity. — bosi-
JIMCh, YTO BacC 33/1aBsAT B Tonre. Ckopee, 3/1ech Helb3s1 3aJep/KUBAThCSI, TOTO M TJISIIN TOJIIA HATrPSTHET
cloja.

— Cnokoiiaee, JIMHABY/, HUKTO U HE COOMpPAETCs 31eCh 3aAepkuBaThes. — JlyKac OATONIKHY
BuxTopuio B kapety u ObICTpO MOCIEOBAII 32 HEH, 3aXJIOMHYB 3a COOOH JBEpILy.

Kapera TyT ke TpoHyJach ¢ Mecta — 1 BoBpeMs1. M3naim yxe JOHOCUIIUCh KPUKH Pa3ropsTyeH-
HOU TOJIIIBI.

BukTopusi TpeBOXHO IIIsiHy/Ia HA AHHAOeITy:

— Kak b1 uyBCcTBYem» ceds1, noporas?

AnHabe1a CTUCHYIA PYKY TOAPYTHU:

— IlpekpacHo! Korna Havanach nanvka, Mbl ¢ beptu Obii y camoro Kpast Tojrsl. Mbl OYTH
cpa3zy cMoriu BeiOpaTbesi. Ho s Tak Gecriokoniach 3a Bac. Bbl ke OKa3aiuch B caMoil Tyiie, BepHO?

— Enga BeiOpasnuce, — nogreepaniia Buktopus. Ona ocBoOonmIach OT HaNpshKeHUsI, CKUMaB-
IIIEro ee ellle MUHYTY Ha3ajl, U ee 3aXJIeCTHYJIa SH(OpHs OT Yy[JeCHOTro criaceHust. — Tam, B iepeyJike,
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Ha HAC HaNaJIM JBOE MOJIOMYMKOB, X0Tesu orpadbutb. Ho CToyHBeI 10CTas NUCTONET, ¥ MX KaK BeT-
poMm cayso. OH ObLT BEJMKOJIEIIEH.

— Boxe moii, — mpornenTtana norpsiceHHass AHHa0esa.

— Yepr nobdepu, CTOyHBEII, — 03a004eHHO HaxMypuiics JIMHABYA, — BbI AEHCTBUTENHHO OBUIH
Ha BOJIOCOK OT Oenpl. HUKTO 13 Bac He mocTpanan?

— M&1 yyBcTBYeM cebsi peBOCXOAHO, JIMHIBY, BH ke BuauTe. — Jlykac HaMepeHHO TOBOPHIT
OYeHb CIIOKOWHO, MpeceKasi AajbHelIme paccrpochl. — Pa3Be uyTo mMackapagHOMY KOCTIOMY MHCC
XaHTUHTTOH HaHEeCeH HEKOTOPhIN yIepo.

BuxTopusi TpoHysa pyKoO# BOJIOCHI M HAKOHEII-TO 3aMETHJIA TIPOTIaKYy:

— Oi1, kaxercs, s oTepsia MUISIy.

— Bamie cuactbe, 4To BBl He mOTepsiin OOJIbIIEro, Mucc XaHTuHrToH. — M cHoBa ronoc CtoyH-
Bella TIOKa3aJICs el Yepecuyp CHOKOWHBIM.

BuxkTopus nckoca Opocuia B3I Ha 3acThiBlIee auio Jlykaca v MOHsIa, YTO OH B SIPOCTH.
BrepBbie ¢ TOli MUHYTBI, KaK OHa OKa3aJiach Mocpeny pa3OyleBaBIeiics: Tommbl, BUuktopus novys-
CTBOBaJIa HACTOSIIIUHI CTpax.

Korpa kapera ocranoBuiachk, JIykac BBITJISIHYJI U OCMOTpEJ IyCTOM NepeyJioK:

— Bbl xoTHTE BBIATH 371€CH, MUCC XaHTUHITOH? HO OoTCIoa BaMm, noskaityii, JaJiekoBaTo UITH.

— 41 He coOuparoch BXOAUTH Yepe3 MapaJHylo ABepPb, — CIOKOWMHO Bo3pa3uiia Bukropus, Oeps
CBOIO POCKOIITHYIO TPOCTb.

— Kak sxe B TakoM city4dae Bbl [0OMajieTe JOMOM, €ClI He Yepes3 MapaHyIo ABeph ? — pa3IpakeHHO
cripocus1 CTOyHBEWII.

— Ilepene3y depe3 cTeHy cajia ¥ poOepych Yepe3 OpaHKepeld — UMEHHO TaKOW MyTh s ke
ceromHs npozenana. He 6ecriokoitech, MUJIOP, sl XOPOIIIO 3HAIO JI0OPOTY JIOMOA.

Kak tonmpko nBepiia orBopmiiach, Buktopus nocnemmia BuIATHA U3 KapeThl. OHa Hajesiach,
yT0 JlyKac He cOuTeT CBOMM JIOJTOM IPOBOXKATH €€.

— CniokoiiHoi HOuM, BUKKY, — THXOHBKO OKJIMKHYJIA ee AHHaOe/1a. — DTO ObUIO 3aMevaTesib-
HOE MPUKJIIOUeHue, rpasja’?

— Eme 6b1! — monrBepnuia Bukropus.

Jlykac Bbliies U3 KapeTsl Beiies 3a BUktopuen.

— [Momoxaute MeHs 31ech, JIMHABY, — OpocusI OH Yepe3 Iiedo. — 1 BepHYCh, KaK TOJIBKO
MIepenpaBIio B cajl HAIIEr0 MaJIEHbKOTO Oe3pacCyTHOTO JCH/IH.

BukTopus BCTpeBOKEHHO 0OEpHY/Iach K HEMY:

— He Hajo MeHs npoBoX)aTh, MUJIOPI. YBEpsIO Bac, sl caMa MPEeKPacHO Haly JOpory.

— He xenaio Hudero o0 3toM ciblmark. — Kakercs, eMy ygajioch pa3iiuuTh TPEBOTY B ee
roJyioce, U Terepb OH HACMEIILTMBO YIbiOascs. — [IpekpacHo, — mpoOOpMOTall OH, MOAXBaTHB BUKTO-
pHIO TIO, PYKY M YBJIeKasi €ée B TEMHOTY, — HAaKOHEII-TO Bbl 3aMETUJIM, UTO sl HE B CAMOM JIydIlleM
pacrnionoxkenuu ayxa. [Ipemyrnpeskaaio Bac, KOrjaa s CepKych, CO MHOM JIydIlle He CIIOPUTh — Tak 0e3-
onacHee.

— Mwutopn, — 3aroBopuiia OHa, BOMHCTBEHHO BCKUHYB MOJOOPOIOK, — €CJIM BBl XOTHTE BO3JIO-
KUTb HA MEHSI OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 CJIyUMBIILIEECS] CETO/IHS BEYePOM, BaM JIydIlle TOMOTYATh.

— Tem He MeHee BCS OTBETCTBEHHOCTH JICHCTBUTEILHO JIEKHUT Ha Bac, MUCC XAHTUHITOH. —
Jlykac risiHys1 Ha BBICOKYIO CTEHY cajia, CIUIONIb YBUTYIO TiooM: — Kak ke mbl onajiem B cana?

BukTtopusi nonsITanack BHIpBaTh pyKy, HO JIyKac CJIOBHO M HE 3aMETUJT 3TOW TOIBITKU, U, CMU-
PUBIIINCH, OHA YKa3aJla KUBKOM T'OJIOBBI B IaJIbHUI KOHEI] TPOITMHKU:

— Tawm, pasnbine, MOXHO TiepeOpaThbCs.

Jlykac mMomya moBes ee 3a cCOOOM B yKa3aHHOM HaripapjieHnu. HakoHell oHa OCTaHOBHWJIACh Y
CTEHBI B TOM MECTe, T/ie TsKeJIble IPO3/Ibsi BUHOIPaJa CKPbIBAIU IIeIN Mekay Kupnudyamu. He mpo-
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W3HECs HU CJIoBa, BUKTOpHS HAIllJIa HOroi HEBUAMMYIO B TEMHOTE BHIEMKY U MOATSHYJIACh, YXBAaTHB-
IIKCh 32 JIO3Y.

Jlykac HeomoOpUTeIbHO TIOKavasl ToJIOBOM, HaOmoaas CHU3Y, Kak OHa KapaOKaeTcs Mo CTeHe.
[Tox ero mpucTaibHBIM B3IJISAAOM BUKTOpHSI MOYyBCTBOBaIa ceOsl HEJENOW U HEeYKJIIoked. Y Hee
OBLIO ellle MaJIoBaToO MPAKTUKU B CKayofa3zaHud. OCTaBaioch TOJBKO HAMESATHCS, YTO JIyHHBIN CBET
HE CJIMIITKOM OOPUCOBBIBAET €€ TYro OOTSHYThIe OpHIkaMu Oejipa.

Tem Bpemenem Jlykac yxBaTHJI CBUCAIOIIMI KOHEI JIO3bI, HAIIyTaJl HOCKOM cariora BHIEMKY B
CTeHe U TOXKe Hauayl B30UPaThCsl.

OxkazaBIvch HaBepXy, BUKTOpHs JIETKO CIPHITHYJa Ha 3eMIII0 U yBHJeNa, uto Jlykac Toxe
TOTOBHTCS K MPBIKKY. OHA MOCTIEIITHO OTCTYMUJIA, ¥ OH MPU3EeMJIIJICS MPsMO Tiepel] Hell. Buktopus
3aMeTHIa, YTO OOJIbINAs TSHKECTh Beca MPUIILIACh Ha ero 37J0POBYIO HOTY, U JIyKac BBIIPSMUIICS, Aake
HE TMOMIATHYBIIVCh.

— Muwutopn, — cepanTo TpoIlenTaia OHa, — Bbl JOJDKHBI BEPHYThCS B KapeTy, JIMHABYIB K IyT
BaC.

— Ho cHauvana g noipkeH Koe-4to ckaszarh BaM. — OH OCTaHOBWJICS, OIVIAAbIBAsA TEMHBIA Oja-
TOYXaloIUi caJl, — BBICOKAsI, CyXOIllaBasi M Tpo3Hast (purypa, CTojb ke TeMHasl M yrpoXKaroliasi, Kak
cama HOYb.

BukTtopus cobpasiach ¢ TyxoM:

— HomxHa Bac npeaynpenuTb, CTOyHBEI, 1 HE HaMepeHa BBICTYIIMBATh HPaBOYUYEHUS IO
MOBO/Y TOTO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO HhIHUE BeuepoM. Sl 1 Tak yxke MpeKpacHO MOHsIA, YTO HaM He yrpo-
’kKaja Obl OMTACHOCTh, eCJI OBl sI He 3aTesiia IMOXO/ Ha sIpMapKy.

— BplI cOBEpILIEHHO ITpaBbl, MUCC XAHTUHITOH.

[NonHoe OTCyTCTBME KaKMX-JIMOO SMOIMI B €ro rojioce Hamyranao Bukropuio Oosblie, yem
camasi THeBHas peub. Ho TyT BUKTOpUS BCIOMHMIIA, KaK OH cIlac ee B TeMHOM repeyike. OHa opbi-
BHCTO TPOHYJIA €r0 PyKaB:

— Muriopa, st o4eHb 00si3aHa BaM, HO JIOJKHA IMPU3HATHLCS, TIOKA TOJITA He pa30yIeBaaach, MHE
ObLIO OueHb Beceso. S maxe He MPUIOMHIO, KOTrJa s ellle TaK XOpOIIOo MpoBoauia Bpems. — OHa
r1yOOKO B3/IOXHYJIA M, HE OXKJABIIUCH OTBETa, MPOAODKUIA: — 1 X0uy, YTOOBI BBl 3HATA, MUJIOP/:
s1 TyMarto, Bbl BeJIU ceOsI BHIIIe BCAKUX MOXBaL. Kak roBOpUTCS, COXpaHSIIN XJIaTHOKPOBHE MO/ OTHEM.
Bbl BBITAIIMIM MEHSI U3 9TOW YKaCHOW TOJIIHL. .. VI MOTOM, yBEepsIIo Bac, sl HUKOTa He 3a0y/y, Kak Bbl
pazaenanuch ¢ pa300HMKAMK Ha ajjiee. 3a uTo sl BaM O4eHb OJ1arojapHa.

— BnarogapHsl. .. — 3a[yMYrBO MMOBTOPHII OH. — 1 HE yBepeH, UTO 3TUM BbI JOCTATOYHO BO3HA-
Ipaivijii MeHs1, YIUTBIBast BCe OOCTOSATEILCTBA.

BukTopus mocMoTpesia Ha Hero, BHe3aItHO OIIYTHB, KaK TeMEH U MyCThIHEH caj TeTu Kieo B
9TOT HOYHOH 4Yac. Ha KakoW-TO CTpaliHblid MUT el MoKa3anoch, 4to CTOyHBEWI codupaercs IaTh
BOJIIO CBOEMY T'HEBY, U OHA HE 3HaJjia, 4To ke e JiesiaTh, €CJIM 9TO B caMoM Jiesie pousoiaer. OHa
MOCMENTHO OTCTYIIIA Ha IIIar:

— Mutopa?

— Her, — pemmrensHO TPOM3HEC OH, CJIOBHO OKOHYATEILHO TIPUHSB pellieHre, — Balen O1aro-
JAapHOCTH OMpeIeSIeHHO HEJOCTATOYHO 32 BCE, YTO MHE MPUIIUIOCH TIEPEHECTH U, Oe3 BCSIKOTO COMHE-
HUS, eIlle MPUJIETCS TIePEKUTh C BAMH.

HeoxunganHo pyku Jlykaca oIyCTUIHCh Ha €€ TUIeYH, M OMHUM OBICTPBIM MSATKUM JIBUKEHHEM
OH yBJIeK BUKTOPHUIO K Ca/I0BOIi CTEHE.

[Tpexne yem BukTopus ycrena MOHATh, YTO MPOUCXOAUT, JIykac OOHSIT ee, U ero Kpermkoe,
CUJIbHOE TeJIO TPIKAIOCh K Held. BUKTOpHS BHE3aImHO oy Tria cedst CoBceM Oe33alUTHOM.

Hora Jlykaca ckomnb3Hyna mex ee Hor. Ha mur Buktopus 3acTbuia, oTpsACEHHAs IIPUKOCHOBE-
HHUEM ero MycKyyiucToro 6esipa k cBoeil Hore. [ 1a3a Buktopum pacnaxHynmch B JIyHHOM CBETe, M OHa
MOCMOTpeJIa MpsMO B rpo3Hoe jiutio CToyHBeiIa.
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— CrpontBasi, 6e3paccyiHasi IeBUOHKA, COPBUTOIOBA, AMKAPKa, KOTOPYIO IaBHO 1Opa YKpo-
THTB, TIOKA JIEJIO He JIOIILIO JI0 Cepbe3HON Oe/ibl. By/b y MeHs XOTb Karuisi 3ApaBoro CMbICTIA, s TOKOH-
4yry1 ObI ¢ 3TUM pa3 U HaBceraa, — psBKHY JIykac.

BuxTopus o0nmM3Hya nepecoxiime ryos:

— C gyem ObI BbI IOKOHYMJIUA, MIJIOPT?

— Bot ¢ atuM... — Ero pot npuxascs K ee rydam ¢ XHMITHOW SIPOCTBIO U KapOM, OTKPBIBIIUM
€i1 HaKOHell, HACKOJILKO OIaCHO €ro JPa3HUTb.

Omna rotoBa OblJ1a 1aTh OTIIOP €0 THEBY, HO OKa3aJiach HE FTOTOBA K HEUCTOBCTBY OOpYIIIMBIIIE-
rocsi Ha Hee MYKCKOTO JKeJIaHUS.

CroyHBeiin xoTer ee.

Ha mur Buxropus pacrepsiiach, ollesomiIeHHasi HATUCKOM ero crpactu. Heckonbko pas ee
LIEJIOBAJIM IOKJIOHHUKH — YEPECUyp CMeJIble WJIU I0BEJIEHHBIE /10 KPaiHOCTH, T1apy pa3 3TO CI1y4aioch
OTTOTO, YTO OHA JaBaJia BOJII0 CBOEMY JTIOOOMBITCTBY. HO OHa He 3Hasia elrie Takoro riryOoKoro, 1ep3-
KOTO, HACTOYMBOTO TMOIENTysI, KOTOPbIA TPeOOBaI OT Hee HEMEIJIEHHOTO OTBETA.

BukTtopus 3aaposkania, majiblibl €e COMKHY/IMCh Ha pykax Jlykaca. OH OTBETUJI €il XPUILIbIM
CTOHOM M CHJIbHEe IPYKaJl K YBUBABIIIEMY CTEHY ILTIOILY, TPUKOCHOBEHHUE ero Oeyipa 3acTaBuiio Buk-
TOPUIO Pa31BUHYTh HOrM. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIa CIIMHOM )KECTKUIA CTBOJI BUHOTPAIHOM JIO3bl, U OT apo-
Mara JJUCThEB, CMEIIABIIEr0Cs C MyCKYCHBIM 3aI1aXOM MYKUMHBI, y HEE BPYT BCE 3aKPYKUJIOCh IIEpe]]
I71a3aMH, CJIOBHO OH YBJIEK €€ B OBICTPOM BHXpE BaJIbCa.

BuxkTopust nodyBcTBOBasIa, Kak s3bIK JIyKaca CKOJB3HYII 10 €€ HUKHEW TyOe, M OHA MHCTUHK-
THBHO OTKPBUIA eMy I'yObl, TaK jKe KaKk 4YacOM paHblIe MOC/IeOBala 32 HUM U3 TOJIb B Oe30MacHoe
MECTO.

Ona B371porHyia, korjaa pyku Jlykaca oOBHIIM ee Tajuio, HO He COITPOTUBIISIIACK, XOTS ¥ 3HAJIA,
YTO JOJIKHA; HE COIIPOTUBJISIACH, 1aXke KOIZa €ro MaJlblibl CMENIO KOCHYJIUCh €€ MaJIEHbKOU TPyIH,
CJIETKa €€ MPUIIOJHSB.

— Muropn, — HakoHeI[ BBIMOJIBIJIA OHa, Koraa JIykac octaBui ee ryObl U JJACKOBO MOKYCHIBAJT
ee yIIKO. — Mujopa, s He 3HAIO. .. Bbl HE JIOJIKHBI. ..

— 51 xouy, 4TOOBI THI XOPOILIEHBKO 3aIIOMHMIIA MeHs1, Buktopus, — mpomenTan Jlykac.

Oma ¢ TpyoM mepeBena JIbIXaHue, TONbITAIach COOPATHCS C MBICIISIMHU:

— Moxete OBbITh YBEpeHBI, 5 HUKOTIa He 3a0y/1y Bac.

— IIpeBocxoano. — OH TUXOHBKO MOKYCHIBAJI HEXKHYIO MOYKY, HE IPUYMHSISI OO, HO HATIOMU-
Hasi Buktopuu, HaCKOJIBKO OHA ysI3BMMa. DTa CTpaHHas Jlacka MoTpsicia ee. BHyTpu y Hee pasropa-
JIOCh TETUIO0, CEp/ALe YYaIeHHO OUIIOCh.

Ona nopsiBucto o6HswIa JIykaca. OHa BOpyT MOHSIA, YTO €l HpaBUTCS €ro 3arax, el HpaBIJIOCh
IIPOBOAMTB JIQJIOHBIO 10 €70 CUJIbHBIM IIe4aM. U ellie — oHa 0TYETVIMBO OIIYyIa/Ia €ro MyKCKYI0 MOIIIb
TOJ1 TYTUMU OpUKaMHU.

— D10 Oberaer AeHCTBUTENILHO MHTEPECHOE MpUKIoueHrne, — npomenTai Jlykac. Ero rues
YIETYUYUJICS, OCTaBUB MECTO TOJIbKO JKEJIAaHUIO — OHA BUZENA, KaK OHO CBEPKAEeT B €ro IJa3ax.

— Bbl Tak nymaere? — BukTopus Aep3ko MoAHsIa Ha Hero ra3a. HenaBuuii npunus siidgopuu,
BBI3BaHHBIN M30aBJIEHUEM OT OMACHOCTH, CMENIAJICsI C BOCTOPrOM MHOTO POia, HE3HAKOMBIM BOCTOP-
rom npoOyskaaoreics mioti. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA CTPAHHYIO CIAOOCTh U TOJIBKO TeNephb 3aMeTHIIa,
yTO Aepxurcs 3a Jlykaca.

— BbI camu elie 9T0ro He MOHUMaeTe, HO Bbl BPyUMJIM MHE KJIIOY OT Ballleil KperocTu. Tenepb
s1 3HAI0 Bally TaliHY M MPEAYNPEkKIAI0 BAC: 51 UCTIONB3YIO ee, Korjaa Oyay yXakuBaTb 32 BAMHU.

— VxaxuBarb 32 MHOW? — BUKTOpHSI MTHOBEHHO OYHYJIACh OT BOJIIIIEOHOM YyBCTBEHHOM IPE3bl.

— 4 cobuparoch yxaxxuBaTh 3a BaMH, JOOUBaThCs Bac, cOOMa3HUTh Bac. Bel Oynete moei, Buk-
Topusi. TobKO caMblid OTBaXKHBIN, CAMBII OTYASIHHBIM U3 BalllMX [MOKJIOHHUKOB CMOKET BBIHECTH T€
UCIIBITAaHMSI, Yepe3 KOTOpble MHE MPUAETCS MPOUTH, YTOOBI BaC 3aBOEBATh, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BbI
KanuTynupyere. — YIbIOKa ero B IyHHOM CBeTe Obllla MEJJICHHOM, YIPOXKaloIIeH U BIACTHOM.
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— I[ouemy BbI pelIvIM, YTO 51 KAUTYJIUPYIO TIepel BaMu, MUAIOpA?

— BoI ycTynute MHe OTOMY, 4TO y Bac He OyleT JIpyroro BbIxona. Bbl He HaiijieTe Apyroro
YeJsloBeKa, KOTOPBIN cMOT Obl UCTIOJTHUTH BAIllU KeJlaHusl, — oTBeTw eit JIykac. — Korma Bel BO BceM
pazbeperech, Bl HE CTaHEeTe MMPOTUBUTHLCSA MHE. Terepb, KOrja s 3Hal, Yero BbI UITETe, Yero kKaxIaeT
Ballia JyIa, Bbl Y MEHS B pyKax.

— U yero xe, no-pamemy, s ULy, MUJIOpA?

— Ipuxmovennii. — OH WOIEI0BaT KOHUMK ee Hoca. — HeoObruaiiHeIX npuKmoueHuil. — OH
TIO1IEJIOBAJI €€ BeKH, OJTHO 3a JpyruM. — Bam HyxeH criyTHUK. CerofHsIHsIs ipMapKa — IMyCTSIKU T0
CPaBHEHHMIO C TeM, Ky/a 51 MOTY MOBeCTU Bac. Bbl moObIBaeTe B TaKMX MECTax, Kyla HE OCMEIUTCS
SIBUTHCSI HU OfIHA Jie[u. §I MOry mokaszaTh BaM Ty CTOPOHY HM3HH, O KOTOPOU JJaxke He MO03peBaeT
HU OJIHA JKEeHIIMHA 13 OOIIeCTRa.

— Ho 3710 *e omnacHo, — ycIblIaga OHa CBOM COOCTBEHHBIM IIIETIOT.

Ei1 ka3anock, OH UUTAET €€ MBICIIH.

— Bbl MoxeTte mccenoBaTh HEM3BECTHBI BaM MHP BMECTE CO MHOW, U HUKTO HE y3HaeT 00
sToM. BHI ke He coOupaeTech MonacTbCsi U TeM CaMbIM MOTYOUTh CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO PEIyTAIIO 1
TOJIOXKEHUE Balllell TETU B CBETE.

ITonemHory oHa Hayasa IOHUMAaTh, YTO UMEHHO OH el IpeyiaraetT. OHa He B COCTOSIHUM OTKa-
3aThCsl OT TAKOW MPUMAaHKH, U JIykac, oueBUIHO, MOHUMA 3TO.

— Ho, Jlykac, ecni KTo-HUOY/Ib Y3HAET, pa3pa3uTCs CKaHA.

— Bce, 4TO MBI COBEpUIMM MEX]y MOTYHOUbIO U PACCBETOM, OCTAHETCS TalHOM, B KOTOPYIO
Oy/ieM TIOCBAIIEHBI TOBKO MBI ABOE. Sl Mpefiaraio BaM cAeKy, BUKTOpHs, ¥ BBl HE CyMeeTe OTKa-
3aThcs OT Hee. S1 yIOBIETBOPIO Ballie JTIOOOMBITCTBO, TIOKAXy BaM U3HAHKY JKU3HHU.

— But omxHBI Ootee 4eTKo chopMyJIMpoBaTh BAIM YCIIOBUSI, MIJIOP. UTO BB pacCUMTHIBAETE
MOJTy4UTh OT MEHS B3aMeH?

Jlykac noxai rjieqamu:

— He Tak yx mHoro. [lamy, 3a KOTOpo# s1 Oy/ly yXakKuBaTh THEM, U KOMIIAHbOHA, C KOTOPBIM
s1 Oyy IeTUTh HOUHbBIE TTPUKITIOUSHHS.

— 41 He TaKk rIyma, yTOOBI MOBEPHUTH, UYTO BCE TAaK MPOCTO. BBl cKa3asm, 4To coOnpaerech yxa-
KMBATh 32 MHOU 1 IOOUBATLCSI MEHSI, HO £ eIlie pa3 TIOBTOPSIO: 51 He HAMEPEeHa BHIXOAUTH 3aMYK.

— Xopol1110, XOPOIIIO, O 3aMY>KeCTBE Mbl BCIOMHUHATh He OyJieM, — YCIIOKOWII OH ee. — MHe, Kak 1
BaM, Hy>XeH 110 HOYaM CIyTHHK. $1 K Barmm yciyram. Mbl IpOBEIEM 9TH HOUYM TaK, KaK Bbl 3aXOTHUTE.
EnuHcTBeHHOE, 0 YeM s IpoIly, — MyCTh Y Bac He OyJIeT HUKAKUX APYTUX MPUKTIOYeHUN 0e3 MeHS.

— BblI BriojyiHe yBepeHsI, 4To OOJIbIIe HUYEro OT MEHsI He XOTHTE 3a TO, YTO OyJeTe MOMM CITyT-
HUKOM U 3aIIIUTHUKOM B TIOJTYHOUHBIX BbLJIa3Kax?

— IToka — Huuero. OcrasnbHOE B pyKax cyabObl. Mbl Oyem urpats BMecte, Bukrtopus. B onac-
HyIO Urpy. B Takyio urpy, B Kakyio Bbl HUKOI/Ia HE UTPaJIH.

Bukrtopus cMoTpena Ha Hero, 3a4apoBaHHasi CKPBITOM B €ro I71a3ax YBEPEHHOCTHIO, OKOJIIO-
BaHHAasl €ro HeBepOATHBIMU oOemanusaMu. OHa MOHUMAJIA, 9To el clieayeT Oexarh O0e3 OrISIIKU, HO
HE MOIJIa OCBOOOIUTHCS OT €ro vap.

BukTtopusi Bce elie 4yBCTBOBaja €ro JiaJioHb Y CBOEH I'pydu, U BHE3AIHO €d MYUYUTEJbHO
3aX0TeJIOCh Y3HaTh, YTO OHA MOYYBCTBYET, €CJIU JIJTMHHbIE MYKCKUE MaJIblibl MIEPEIBUHYTCS BBIIIE U
COXMYT cocok. OHa 3apoxkara.

U cHoga Jlykac npoden ee Mbicau. Ero pyku MeaJIeHHO CKOJIb3HYJIA BBEPX, 0OXBATHB OKPYIJIO-
ctu ee Tpyar. CKBO3b MYKCKOH KWJIeT U pyOaniky Buktopus ornymiana ero TpedoBaTe/ibHbIe Topsi-
4yue JIaJIOHH; 3arTyIIuB BCKPUK, OHA Mpuxaiack K Jlykacy.

[Tpexne uem cuibl BEpHYIUCh K HEW M OHA Hayajda COMPOTUBIATHCSA, pyku Jlykaca BHOBb
CKOJIb3HYJIM BHU3 U 3aMepJIM Ha €€ TaJud. BUKTOpUs MOMbITAIACh TONTyOXe BIIOXHYTh BEUSPHUI
BO3/1yX. Bce ee Teso HpUIO OT TOCKM 1O HOBBIM, elile OoJiee 3alpeTHBIM JIACKaM.
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— Tak uro xe, Buktopus? Bbl cornacuel? Bl cornacHsl UrpaTh pojib MOEH Jiequ THEM U ObITh
MOUM CIYTHHUKOM HOYbl0? Y Hac OyIyT ele Takue Bedepa, Kak TOT, YTO MbI TOJIBKO UTO MPOBEJH
BIIBOEM?

— MHe kazasock, Bbl He 0100psieTe MOUX MPUKITIOUSHHUH.

— IpusHarbces, BHaUaste s ObLT IOKMPOBAH Ballleld OTBAroi M BaIllUM YIPSIMCTBOM, HO C TeX
1Op s ycIieJl IPUITH B ce0sl U pernl, YTO HOUHBIE BBUIA3KM BMECTE C BaMH MOKAXKYTCsS MHE Kyda
OoJiee UHTEPECHBIMH, YeM Beuep B KJIyOe WM B KOMIIAHUM MOJIOJbIX JIEBUIl Ha BbIIAaHbE, — 3aBEPUII
ee Jlykac.

BuxTopus ere konebanach, HO B IIIyOMHE AyIIH OHA YKe c/iealia TIOCTeAHUH IIar ¢ OTBECHOTO
yTeca.

— Ho nmyctp Bce ocranercs Haieil TailHOM, — MpeaynpeInia OHa, — HUKTO HE JOJDKEH Y3HaTb
00 sToM. Eciu TeTe craHeT n3BECTHO, YeM 51 3aHUMAIOCh, OHA C YMa COMIET OT CTpaxa; ¥ MOToOM, s He
X04y, 4TOOBI €l MPUIILIOCh TIEPEKUTh YHIKEHNE 13-3a MeHs. OHa Bcerja oueHb J00pa KO MHE, U
o0s13aHa eil 6oJIbIIe, YeM KOrIa-JIM00 CMOTY OTIUIATUTh.

— 41 Gyny cBSITO XpaHWTH Ballly TaiiHy. Bbl MOXeTe MOMOKUTBCS Ha MOE CIIOBO, — 3asiBrUI JIyKac.

W ona nosepuna emy. BUKTOpHM He HYKHO OBUIO HUKAKMX JOKA3aTelIbCTB, MO0 CJIOBO 3TOTO
yesioBeKka HajexkHo. OH He CTaHeT CIUIETHUYATh B KJIyOe WM B TOCTMHOM, OH OyleT oOpamarbcs C
Hell ¢ 0ObIYHOM JTI0OE3HOCTHIO Ha Oaiax 1 3BaHBIX Bevepax.

— Ox, Jlykac, 51 OBl Tak XOTeJsa, YTOObl HOUHbIE PUKITIOUEHUsT Y MEHsI ObLJTM UMEHHO C BAMH.

Ero ryOsl BHOBb KOCHYJIUCH €€ TYO.

— Ckaxu ga, Buktopus. Ckaxu, 4TO Thl IPUHUMAEIIb MOE [TPEJIOKEHHE.

— S momxHa MomyMaTh. DTO CIUIIKOM Cephe3HBIN BOmpoc. MHe MOHagqoOUTCS BpeMsl, YTOOBI
BCE PELINTh.

— ITo3BoNbTE MHE 3aBTpa HABECTUTH BaC U Ballly TeTi0. Torna Bl M OOBSIBUTE MHE Ballle OKOH-
yareJIbHOE pelleHe.

Ona 1i1y0OKO B3JJ0XHY/I4, IOHUMAs, YTO YK€ BOBJIEYEHA B OMACHYIO UIpY:

— Bul He mo0uTe TepsATh BpeMsi, MIJIOPA.

— 4] HuKOTr/Ia He MOOUT TEPATH BpeMs.

— Ouens xoporto. MoxeTe 3aiiTh K HaMm. — OHa OBICTPO 0OBUJIa PyKaMH €ro IIIel0, YKe TOHUMAs,
KakoB Oyzet ee oTBeT. [IoToM OTIycTHIIa ero, BHE3AITHO MOYYBCTBOBAB TPEBOTY M JaKe CMYILICHHE.
OHa omisiHy/Iach Ha TEMHbIE OKHa JoMa: — MHe nopa uaru. Bo3spamaiitecs k JIunaBygam nockopee,
MOKa OHH HE BCTPEBOKMIIMCH M3-32 BaIlIero OTCYTCTBUSI.

— 51 ckaxy uM, 4TO HEe TaK-TO JIETKO BCKapaOKaThCs HA CTEHY Cajia, — BECEJIO OTBETUII OH.

Jlykac u3sniHo ckJIoHUsICA K ee pyke. Koraa oH ofHsI1 royioBy, OHa pa3/iMyuiia Py CBETE JIyHbI
3HAKOMYIO HEYJIOBUMYIO YCMEIIKY. B /1Ba 11ara oH okazascsl y CTEeHbI M cpa3y ke OTBICKaJl BbIEMKH,
Ky/Z1a MOKHO ObLIO TIOCTABUTh HOCKHU carior. V1 BOT OH y:ke pacTBOpWJICS B HOUM. BUKTOpHUSI IOCTOsIIA
elle HeMHOT'0, TIBITAsICh Pa300paThCsi B TOM, YTO HATBOPUJIA, a IOTOM BOIIUIA B OPAHKEPEIO.

Omna errie 10710 JIekana B ocTesn 0e3 CHa, BCIIOMUHASI MPOIIaibHyo yisloky CToyHBeIa —
CaMOYBEPEHHYI0, TOPKECTBYIOIYIO.

A cobuparoce yxaxcueams 3a eamu, 000UBAMbCSL 8AC, COONA3HUMb 8ac!

Eit Hano o0myMbIBaTh KaskKIBIH IIIAr, HO BCE K€ C MOJYHOUYHBIM IpadoM MOXHO UMETh JeJIO,
nonbITasiach yBepuTh cedst Buktopus. Eil Hafo HayuuThCcsl yHpaBsATh UM, JPYrOro BbIXOJA HET —
OTKA3aThCsl OT €ro MpeyIoKeHNs OHa He CMOkeT. VIMEHHO B MPUKJTIOYEHHAX OHA HYXK/AaJ1ach.

Bnepsbie 3a MHOTHE Mecslbl BUKTOpHS Oe3MATEKHO 3aCHY/Ia U ee He MyUYHJId HOUHbIE KOIII-
Maphl.

UYepes mecsaTh MUHYT MOCTIE CIIEHBI B cay Jlykac Bblilies U3 KapeTsl JIMHABYOB, MOMPOIIAJICS
Y TIOJHSIICS TI0 CTYTIEHSIM CBOETO HEJJABHO YHACIIEIOBAHHOTO OCOOHsIKA. [IBOpelkuii, KOTOporo, Kak
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Y BCIO HEMHOTOYMCJICHHYIO MPUCTYTy, HaHsia s Jlykaca [Ixeccuka ATepToH, pacmaxHys nepen
HUM JBEpb.

— OrmnpaBbTe Beex crath, ['purrc. S coduparoch eire nopadorars B OMOIMOTEKE, — pacropsi-
qucs Jlykac.

— XopoI10, MUJIOPLI.

Jlykac nporien B OMOIMOTEKY, rae Obuia coOpaHa BCs IpUIMYHAs MeOelb, ylieJeBIasi B IOMe,
1 1iepo Hammi ceOe moptBeiiHa. [IpokisATas Hora omsTh pasdonenack. Bece ot 3Toi 6erotHu mo
sIpMapKe, a MOTOM OHM KapaOKaJIvCh M0 YePTOBOM CTEHe, Ja ellle U MPBIraii ¢ Hee.

OH TUXOHBKO BBIPYTaJiCsi U OTHHJI OOJBINON TJIOTOK MOPTBEHHA, 3HAs IO OMbBITY, YTO TyMas
6011 B O€/1pe CKOPO OTITYCTHT.

Ha stot pa3 6onena He Tonpko Hora. Tam, BHM3Y, Bee elle OUIoch U My IbCHPOBAIIO JKEJIaHHUE,
BO30YXJJeHHOEe HOUHOM cIieHOH B cay. Koraa o mprxkan Buktopuio k cTeHe cajia, OH OILy THJI ITOJAaT-
JMBOCTH ee Tesa. OH elre TOMHUJ ee CJIAIOCTHBIH, BO3IYIIHBIN apOMaT, KOTOPBIN CMEIIUBAJICS Cell-
4ac ¢ apOMaToM CTaporo JoOpOro BUHA.

Bamiag Jlykaca 3anepikaics Ha MOPTPETE, BUCEBIIEM HaJ KaMHUHOM. JIykac MeUIeHHO TOoJ-
HSJICS, TIPOIIIEN TIO0 CTApOMY KOBPY Y OCTAaHOBWJICS, BCMATPHUBASICh B XMYPOE JIMIIO CBOETO JS/IH.

Meiitmana KonOpyk, npensiaynmii rpad CToyHBeEI, MMeNn Majlo IPUYMH ISl Becesbsl B
rocyieqHue Toabl Xu3HU. Ero mpecnenoBain O0Je3HM U MEJIaHXONUsI, OH HEHaBHJET BCEX M BCS.
Kanpusnbiii xapaktep MedT/I9HAA TPOPBIBAICS MOPOH BCIIBIIIKAMU Oe3yAepKHOW SIPOCTH, U TOTAA
OH OOpYIIMBAJICS HA JIIOOOT0, KTO TOJIBKO MOMAJIANICS €My IO/l PYKY, — CIIYTH YXOAWIA OT HEro OJVH
3a JpyrUM.

B 1onocti Meiitiann KonOpyk ObUT CKIIOHEH K pa3Bpary, BBIITMBKE, a3apTHOM UTPE U TIOTACOB-
kaMm. OH ncue3 U3 CBETCKOro OOIIeCTBa, MPOMOTAB MOYTH BCe (DaMIIIBHOE COCTOSIHUE, IO HETO YKe
OCHOBATEJIbHO NOTPENAHHOE €r0 OTLIOM.

OH cTas 3aTBOPHUKOM, OPUTMHAJIOM, KOTOPbIH HE MOIEPKUBAJI OTHOLLIEHUI HE TOJIBKO C JIOH-
JOHCKMMH 3HaKOMIIAMM, HO Aaxe C OMVKallllMMU POJACTBEHHHKaMU. MeNTISHN ocell B AepeBHe,
BBIKQUMBAs1 BCE, YTO MOKHO, U3 CBOETO MoMecThsl. OH Tak U He ’KeHUJICS, ¥, KOTJa HECKOJIbKO MECSIIIEB
Ha3aJ CMepThb MOACTYIHJIA K HEMY BIUIOTHYIO, OH CKpPeTlsi Cep/lie BbI3BAI K ce0e CBOEro HaclleJHUKA
— IJIEMSIHHUKA, KOTOPOTo HUKOT/IA IO 3TOTO Jaxe He BUIEIL.

Jlykac mpekpacHO MOMHMII UX BCTpedy. MpauHasi cnaibHs rpada, 3aTsSHyTast BHIIBETIIMMU
rodejieHaMU M YCTaBJICHHAsI PacCOXIIencst MeOelTbio, OblIa He TaK CTpaliiHa, kKak cam Meitman Koi-
OpYK, CMOpITIEHHBII, OJICTHBIN, BO3/ICKABIINN B KPOBATH C OyTHIIKOKM MOPTBEWHA U HACTOMKOM OTHSI.

— D710 Bce OyneT TBOMM, IJIEMSIHHAYEK, Kakablid uepToB moiM CtoyHBeina. Ecim y Te0s xBa-
THT 3/IpaBOrO CMBICIIA, ThI CPa3y ke YHJIelb OTCIOA, U MYCTh ITOT A0M CrHUET. OT 3TOH 3eMJIN HUKO-
ra He ObUIO TOJIKY, — MPOCKPUIIEN OH, CKMMasi KOCTJISIBBIMU MAJIbIIAMH TPSIZHOE OZIESJIO U 3JI00HO
norisAbiBas Ha Jlykaca.

— HaBepHoe, HUKTO U HE TIBITAJICS BJIOKUTD B 3Ty 3€MJIIO JIGHBI'M U CUJIBI, — CEPAUTO BO3PA3HIT
Jlykac. — Maxe miymity sicHO, yTo CTOYHBEWJ MOXKET JaTh HeMaJsblil J0XOA. 3/1eCh TUIOJOPOAHbIE
3eMJIM, 1 OHU CMOTYT CHOBa MpUHECTH Oorathiid ypoxaid. YtoOb! 0kuBUTH CTOYHBEII, HEOOXOIUMBI
JEHBIU, IeHbTH. .. U XO35IMH, KOTOPBIA 103a00THIICS Obl O CBOMX 3eMJISIX U JIOISIX.

— BrknagpBate neHeru B CTOYHBEWJ OECCMBICICHHO. JTO MECTO MPOKJISTO... MPOKJIATO,
roopio Tebe. Cripocu KOro xodenib. Yke He OfHO MoKoJieHue. .. [Ioxas movsa, JeHUBbIE apeH/ia-
TOpBI, HE XBaTaeT BOABI /s moceBoB. Heuero 3zech cracars. MHE JaBHO CIEJOBAIO MPOAATH BCIO
3Ty yepToBY 3eMilio. He 3Halo, mouemy s 3TOro He cieajl, — CKPUILyYUM pa3gpak€HHbIM I'OJIOCOM
MIPOJIOJIKAJT CTAPUK.

TyT crapelii rpad NpUNOTHSAJICS HA NMOCTEIN U MOTSHYJICS K SIIMKY B HOYHOM CTOIUKe. Jpo-
Kallye MaJIblbl YTO-TO HAIIAPWIMA BHYTPH U COMKHYJIUCh Ha BEIIUIIe, KOTOPYIO OH Y3HAJI Ha OIILYTIb.
B crenyiomryio cekynay on 6pocui ee Jlykacy, ¥ TOT MalllMHAJIBHO MOAMAaJ.
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PazxaB manbipl, Jlykac yBuzen y ceOs Ha JIaJOHM KPYIJIBIA SHTApHBIA KYJIOH Ha TOHKOM
rieniouke. Ha KynoHe ObUTH BBIpe3aHbI [BE YeioBeueckue (UrypKku, 1 MacTepcTBO XyJOKHUKA ObLIO
CTOJIb BEJIMKO, YTO OHM Ka3aJIMCh IBYMSI KMBBIMH Y€JIOBEUKaMH, HABEKH BOIICSIIIMMU B TIPO3PAYHBIN
30JIOTUCTO-XKEJITHIN THTAPh, — PHILIAPh U €T0 JIama.

— Yro 370 3HAUUT, c3p? — cpocu JIykac, cxkaB B pyKe SHTAPHYIO IparolieHHOCTb.

— Bynp s npoknaT, eciau 3Ha0. MHe octaBuil 310 otel nepej cMeptbio. OH cKasal, YyTo Halles
3TOT KYJIOH B CTapOM JIabMpUHTE MOCPE/In I05KHOTO casia. Hapon 31mech cunTaer, 9To CBS3aHO ¢ JIeTeH-
JOM.

JIykac BcMOTpeJcsl B KYJIOH:

— C kakoii nerenaoit?

MeiT19H1 BHE3aITHO MOOarpoBes OT OYEPEAHOTO MPUCTYTIA SIPOCTH:

— C Toli IereHaoi, n3-3a KOTOPOM 3TH YePTOBHI MOJIS yXKE UCCOXJIU, U3-32 KOTOPOH sI OTYyOrT
CBOIO JKM3Hb, M3-32 KOTOPOM y MEHsI Tak M He poauics HacienHuk. Jlerenna o SIHTapHOM phllape
U €ro JIE/IU.

— Yro 3710 3a JereHga, B HEW eCTh 1019 UCTHUHBI?

— Ioiinu paccripocu cTapbix BeJbM B JIEpeBHE, €CM Tebe Tak MHTEpecHO. Y MeHs ecThb Jena
MOBaXHEE, YeM PACCKa3bIBATh CKA3KH.

BoikpukHYB 3T ¢j10Ba, MelTaH/ 3akanuisics. JIykac OpICTpO HAIMOMTHIIT CTaKaH MOPTBEHHOM
Y TIO/IHEC €r0 K TOHKUM OJieqHbIM ry0am crapuka. [sas ot OOBIION TIIOTOK U HEMHOTO YCIIO-
KOMJICSL.

— Hukakoro cmbiciia, HHIKaKOro cMbICTIa, — MOBTOPUJI OH. — Hukakoro. He Obl10 cMbiciia 1 He
OyzeT. Bes aTa yepToBa 3eMiist — TosbKO 00y3a. [locymiait Moero coBeTa, MajabuuK, Opoch Bce. He
nibiTaiicst criactu CTOyHBEWI.

Jlykac B3MJISTHYJ Ha SIHTQpHBIN KYJIOH, M BHE3aIHAs PEIIMMOCTD 3aIlbljiajia B HEM.

— 3Haere, 15114, 51, KAXKETCs, He MOCTYIAlOCh Balliero copeta. A norsitaoch ciacty CTOyHBEIL.

Meiitmana KonOpyk noBesn ycTaabMy, HATUTHIMU KPOBBIO TT1A3aMH:

— A 1t71e THI BO3bMeIllb JIeHbIU? $1 CIbIIal, ThI HETUIOXO WIrpaelilb B KapThl, HO U3 3TOTO HE
M3BJICUEIIlb HaJIe)KHBIN JOXOJI, HEOOXOAUMBIN, YTOOBI CIIACTH TU 3eMJIU. SI-TO 3HAI0, 5 yKe TPoOOBal
— B MOJIOAOCTH.

— IlpupeTcs MHe MOWCKaTh JEHbIH TJIe-HUOY/Ib eIlle, BEpHO?

— I'me-HuGynp eme — 9T0 3HAYKMT HAWTH ceOe OoraTyio HeBecty. Jlerue ckasarh, 4eM clemaTh.
Hwu ogna npunuHas fama u3 oOIIecTBa, Biaeionasi COOCTBEHHBIM COCTOSTHUEM, Jake He BIIJISIHET
Ha Huiero rpada. Ee poqHs cyMeeTr OThICKaTh YTO-HUOY/Ib MOJTyYIIe, YeM MbI C TOOOM.

Jlykac BcTpeTuiics Ima3aMu ¢ yMUPAIOIIKM:

— Torma mpuieTcst CIyCTUTHCS TIOHUXKE.

— 3pst BpeMs MoTpaTuiib. boxe, s MIOMHIO 3TH Pa3roBOpsl B KJIyOax. Bce TOMBKO M MeuTaloT
MIPOMEHSATh CBOM TUTYJI Ha KaKyl-HUOYIb JOYKY JJABOYHMKA BKYIe C ee HaclencTBoM. Hudero He
BhIizIeT. JIeHbru keHATCS Ha JieHprax. M 3To crpaBeiyIiBO He TOJIBKO B OTHOIICHUH THTYJIOBAHHOW
3HATH, HO M MPOYMX TOPOICKUX kuTeneid. Ho Mano KoMy moBesso.

Ceronns, korjaa Jlykac pasmisiasiBai noprpetr Meiitmaaaa Konbpyka, oH BHOBb BCIIOMHHIJ €70
cioBa. OH XMypO YJIBIOHYJICS Y TIOMHSLT OOKAJT:

— T ommbces, asamomka. S Hamren 60ratyio HaCJAAHUILY W PACCTABHII €l XUTPYIO JIOBYIIIKY.
OHa XOpOIIIEHbKO TOMYYaeT MeHsl, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OyAeT MOeH.

N yem ckopee, Tem syuiiie, pa3Mbliiisi JIykac, qornuBasi cBoi nmopteeiiH. EMy Hy:KHBI IeHbI1
BukTtopru, HO B 3Ty HOYb OH TIOHSLI, UTO €My HyKHa U cama Buktopwusi.

OrtcraBuB 60kat, JIykac MpUKOCHYJICS K KYCOUKY SIHTapsl, TEIUTUBIIEMYCS y Hero Ha rpyau. OH
BCera HOCUJI €ro Mo OJIEKI0M C TOTO CaMoro Hs, Kak Meitiang Konopyk nepenan emy peivkBHIO.
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CT0s1 B OAIMHOYECTBE B CBOEM KaOMHETe M pa3MBIILIss O Oyayiem, JIykac BHe3arHo mogymal,
YTO TYCTOW TEMHBII IIBET STOTO SHTAPS TOYb-B-TOUL COBIAIAET C HEOOBIYHBIM IIBETOM IJ1a3 BukTO-
pyn.
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I'naBa 4

Jlykac HETOpOIUTMBO MOJHSUICS 10 CTYIeHsIM ocoOHsKa equ Herrmmmm. Octpoe Hecriokoi-
CTBO CMELIAJIOCh B €ro Jyllie C JeAsSHON petMMocTbio. [TonoOHble 4yBcTBa OH OOBIYHO UCIIBITHIBA,
KOTJja caiuiics 3a KapTouyHbIi cToil. JIykac Halenmiics Ha BBIMIPBILL, ¥ OH YMEJ BBIUTPbIBATb.

OH JaBHO yKe TOHSLI, YTO YeJIOBEK, BRIHYKJICHHBIN 3apabaThiBaTh ceOe Ha KU3Hb COOCTBEH-
HBIM YMOM, He JoObeTcs ycrexa 6e3 oco0oil crpaterun. CoOmoaTh X1aJAHOKPOBUE, BCE SMOLMHU B
CTOPOHY — MHaye He BBIUTPaTh HU 32 KAPTOUHBIM CTOJIOM, HU B OMTBE. X0JI0JHasA JIOTHKA MO3BOJIsLIA
eMy BbDKUTb, M JIykac MOMHMII 00 3TOM.

OH npekpacHoO CO3HaBaJl, YTO CBOMM YMEHUEM BBIUTPbIBATh U JIAKE ITPEYCIEBaTh 3a KAPTOUHBIM
cTOJIOM, Oy/Ib TO B KJTyO€ MJIM UTOPHBIX JIOMaX, OH 00s13aH TOMY, YTO B UI'Pe HUKOI/Aa HE AaBaJl BOJIU
sMolMAM. B omimure ot cymacOpOIHbIX UMITY/IbCUBHBIX IOHIIOB U HAIIBILEHHBIX XMEJbHbIX JIOPOB,
B OTJIMYME OT JIEH[H, MeJIO[paMaTHiecK pa3dpachBaOLMX CBOU JIeHbIM, JIykac He no3Bosisl cebe
COBEPIIUTb HU OJIHOTO MOCTYIIKA, MOIABIINCh SMOLMAM, U3 JIOKHOW TOPIBbIHU UM B OTYASTHUM.

Ecnu yenoBeky He Be3eT, HaJI0 MPOCTO BBIATH M3-3a CTOJIA M MOJOXAATh cBoero yaca. Jlykac
BCEer/ia yMeJ BhIOpaTh MOIXO/sIIee BpeMs M TIOAXOIIee MeCTo.

Ho xoTs1 OH BechMa yCTIEIITHO UI'pasl B KAPTHI, IIOKOWHBIN JS/IIOIIKA OBLT IIPaB: OH HE MOT BBHIUT-
parb cymmy, Heooxoaumylo A cnaceHuss CtoyHBeina. Jlykac moHumali, 4To pUCKyeT MOTPaTUTh
BCIO JKM3Hb B IIOTOHE 3a TAaKUM BhIUrphiieM. Hu ero 3emiis, Hu moau B CTOyHBe#lIe He MO K JaTh
TaK JOJITO.

OnHako 151 TOro 4ToOBI MOAJAEPKATh BUIUMOCTb OOTraTcTBa B TEUESHHE CE30HA, OONBIINE Cpell-
CTBA HE HYXHBl. YMHBI M YMEIOUIMI CUMTATh JEHbIU YEJOBEK CyMeeT MpOIepKaTbCsl OT OTHOIO
HOYHOT'O BBIMI'PBILIA A0 Ipyroro. Beiciiee o0mecTBo OyeT CTPOUTh JIOTaIKK Ha €r0 CYET, HO HUKTO
HHKOT/Ia He CTAaHET MPOBEPATh COCTOSTHUE €ro JIeJ, TIOKa yaeTcst COOMoaaTh BUIMMOCTD OJIarornony-
yus. TUTYJ U TOKPOBUTENIBCTBO J)KECCMKM ATEPTOH TaKke CIOCOOCTBOBAJIM €0 PeIyTaLHH.

Jlykac ornsHyJcs yepes IUIedo Ha CBOM 9KMIax — JAOPOryIo YepHYIO KOJISICKY U Iapy IpeKkpac-
HBIX THE/IBIX, Ha KOTOPBIX OH SIBWJICS C BU3UTOM. BO3HUIIA yxe Aepxkas NOBOAbS, yCIOKanBasl pasro-
PSYEHHBIX JIOIIAJEN U COOUPAsICh MPOTYJIATh UX, TIOKA XO3(MH B FOCTSIX.

DKUNax ¢ ynpsukkoi odormresncs Jlykacy ropaszio Jopoke, YeM XOTesloch Obl, HO OH BCE-TaKH
BBUIOKUJI TpeOyeMyI0 CyMMY, TOUHO TaK ke, KaK MCIPABHO IUIATHJI IO CYETaM CaMOro MOJAHOTO HOPT-
Horo. OTHpaBUBIIKCH HA OXOTY 3a ITPUIAHBIM, HAJJO XOPOLIEHBKO 3aMaCKMPOBAThCS, TEM OoJIee Korna
HeBeCTa MMeeT OObIKHOBEHNE HaHMMaTh CHIIIMKOB ¢ Boy-cTpur.

INTapagHas aBepb 0cOOHsAKa Jien HeTimmn pacnaxHyjack Kak pa3 B Ty MUHYTY, Korna Jlykac
MBICJIEHHO ONpeJesisiji CTPaTeruio Ha 3ToT AeHb. OH BpyumJl IBOPELIKOMY CBOIO KAPTOUKY:

— I'pad CroyHBeiin ¢ BU3UTOM K Jieaqu HeTimmn u ee miieMsiHHULIE.

JIBOpeLKMii e1Ba BHICYHYJI B TPUOTKPHITYIO ABEPb CBOI JUIMHHIOLIUIA HOC:

— 51 y3Hato, npuHUMaeT Ju cerogns jJeau Hermmmmm.

Jlykac BOpyr 3aBOJHOBAJICS, YTO ke eMy JesiaTh, ecid BUKTOpHUSA nepeMeHns1a CBOM IJIaHbl
U OTKaXeT eMy CerogHs B BU3MTe. BrosHe BO3MOXHO, MPU SIPKOM COJIHEYHOM CBETE OHa CyMeJa
Pa3IMYUTh YTPOXKABIIYIO €/ OMACHOCTb.

OH nomkeH ObUT BUepa COepKaTh MOPHIB CTPACTH, He KacaTbes ryd Bukrtopnu. V Hero naxke
MBIC/IEH He OBLIO O TAKOM MOCTYNKe. JIIb Ha MrHOBEHHE B TEeMHOM cajly JIykac HapyIui coOCTBeH-
HOE JKeJIE3HOE TPaBUIIO, TIO3BOJIMIT YyBCTBAM BO300/1a1aTh HaJ pasymoM. JIykac mooberman camomy
cebe, 4To BIpe/ib OyJeT OCTOPOKHEE.

JBopenikuii BepHyJics, 1 JIykac ucneitain odsieryeHue, CMEHHUBIIEECs OIyIIIEHUEM TOPKECTBa,
KOIZIa €ro MPOBOAMIIM B HapsiHYI0 rocTuHylo. OH ObUT YBEpeH, 4TO Ha ero JiMle, Kak 0ObIYHO, He
OTpa3sUIOCh HUKAKMX YYBCTB, HO B INIyOMHE AYIIH JIMKOBAJ: IEPBOE HCIIBITAHKE YKe 103311, OH IPO-
HUK B JIOM, rje Oblia ero 100b4a.
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Ho TopxkecTBO TYT ke CMEHMIIOCh OECTIOKOMCTBOM: B 3JTUTOM CONTHIIEM KoMHare JIykac He yBu-
nen Buktopuu. OH ObLT yBEpeH B ee OTBare U pacCYMTHIBA BHOBb BCTPETUTHCS € Helt yTpom. OHako
JIe/In, CTOJTb OECCTPAIITHO CJIEJOBABIIAS 32 HUM I10 aJliee MPOIUION HOYbIO, KKETCsI, OyMasach U He
coOMpaeTcsl MOSIBISTLCS Tepel] HUM MpH cBeTe AHs. Jlykac BbIHYX/IeH ObUT BECTH CBETCKYIO Oecety
C BEJIMYECTBEHHOU JaMOM CPEHUX JIET, BOCCEeIaBIIIel Ha JIeTaHTHOU code.

— Bam nokopssiit ciyra, ey HerTmmm, — mpousHec OH, CKJIOHSISICh Hajl YHU3aHHOM KOJb-
namu pykoit. — Tenepb s 3Hai0, OT Koro Buktopus yHacnenoBana cBou peKpacHble 1J1asa.

— BbI ouens mo6e3nsl, Mutopn. Cagurech, poiry Bac. Mbl Bac kaanu. Bukropus, goporas,
OTJIOKH MOKA KOJUIEKIIMIO U MOIOWAM TIO3A0poBaiicst co cBouM rocrem. — Jlean Hermmmmn o6patuia
yJIBIOAloIIeecs JIMLO K TUIEMSHHHUIIE.

On BoznukoBal. CnaBa 60ry, MajieHbKasi TUTyTOBKA BCe-TaKM He nepeaymaia. Jlykac Bbimpsi-
MUJICS, Y/IBIOASICh, U TIOBEPHYJICS JIUIIOM K BUKTOpUU, TUXOHBKO CTOSIBIIIEH B JAJIbHEM KOHIIE KOM-
HaThl y OKHa. HeynuBuTebHO, UTO OH HE cpady 3aMeTus ee. OHa OblIa ofieTa B KeaToe ¢ OesbIM
TU1aThe, KOTOPOE MOYTHU CJMBAJIOCH C 30JI0THIMU IITOPAMU Y Hee 3a CIIMHOM.

BuxkTopusi crosiyia mo-npexxHeMy HEeToABUKHO, U JIyKac MoHsI, YTO OHa HAMEPEHHO BhIOpasia
TaKyI0 TIO3UIIMIO: OHA XOTeJa YKPAAKOH MOHAOMIOAATh 32 HUM, KOTJIa OH TOJIBKO BOHIET B KOMHATY.
Jlykac HacCMeIUTMBO TIPUTIONHSLT OPOBH, 0100 ee TAKTUKY. Beeraa moie3Ho noHaomoaaTh 3a mpo-
THUBHUKOM U3 YKPBITHSI, TIPEIK/IE Y€M COMTUCH C HUM JIUIIOM K Jiiy. Onpesie/ieHHO, He OH OJH YMEeT
3apaHee POAYMbIBATh XOI.

— JTo6poe yTpo, Mricc XaHTUHTTOH. A MHE TOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO Bl 320BLTH O HaIllel BCTpeye.

BuxTopus jierko ABUHYJIACh €My HaBCTpeuy, MSATKHE JOMaIIHue Ty OecIIryMHO CTYIAJIH 110
KOBpY. B pyke oHa nepikaia IIOCKUH SIIUYEK, 11a3a UCKPUIIUCh 030PCTBOM.

— Kaxk BBl MOrIIM TOIyMaTs, uTo 51 3a0yQy Barie oOeniaHiue HaBeCTUTh Hac, MUJIOpH?

— Hukora Hesnb3s1 MONIOKXUTHCS Ha TaMSITh MOJIONOH Jiequ. — JIyKac CKIIOHUIICS HaJ] TPOTSIHY TON
eMy U3SIIIHON pydkoi. [lanbIpl y Hee ObLTM COBCEM XOJNOIHBIE, U OH OTMETWJ, YTo BUKTOpUS Ha
CaMOM JieJie BOBCE He TaK XOPOIIIO BJIafeeT CoO0M, Kak CTapaeTcs MoKas3arh. TO ero 00pagoBalio.

— VBepsito Bac, MaMsATh y MEHsI IPEBOCXOHAS.

— K Hecuactblo 7151 O€JHBIX UKEHTJIBMEHOB, TIOJBECTH HAC MOXET He TOJIBKO MaMsITh JISAU —
MHOT/IA JIEM MOKET MPOCTO MepetyMarh, — mpogosmkan Jlykac.

BukTopusi BCKMHYIA TOIOBY U JIEP3KO MOCMOTpeSia eMy MPsIMO B JIMILIO:

— Tonbko ecnu y neau cymiecTByeT AJisi 3TOrO cepbe3Hast nmpuunHa. CaauTech, MOKayicTa,
TMOC/IE/IyiiTe COBETY TeTU. Bac MHTEpecyIoT Kyku?

— JKyku? — Jlykac HaKOHeII 3arJIsiHy/I B KOPOOKY M YBUZIEN TaM aKKypaTHBIE PsiIbl HACEKOMBIX,
MPUIITITHJICHHBIX OyiaBkamu. OHU ObUTH pacrpesiesieHbl TI0 pa3Mepy, BEpXHUI JICBBIA Yroyl 3aHUMaJl
HACTOSIIUI MOHCTP. — OTKPOBEHHO rOBOPSi, MUCC XaHTHHITOH, )KYKM HUKOT/A He ObUTH OOBEKTOM
MOET0 MPUCTATBHOTO BHUMAHUSI.

— 371ech ecTb MPeBOCXOHBIE K3eMILIsAphL. [IpaBna, Tets Kieo?

— BenukonenHas KoieKIusi, — C He MEHBIIMM SHTY3HMa3MOM MOATBepAnIIa ey Herrmmmr. —
Nx cobpana neau BynOepw, dieH Halero MajJeHbKOro HayYHoro oomiecTsa.

— IHorpscarwoie, — mpousHec Jlykac, MEIJIEHHO OITyCKasCh Ha CTYJI M HE OTBOJIA IJ1a3 OT BUKTO-
puM, yCTpOMBIIEHCS Ha IMBaHe psijioM ¢ Teteil. — Kak ke nenu Byndepu ynanock yMepTBUTh CTOIBKO
OOJBIINX KYKOB?

— OOBIYHBIM cHIOCOOOM, TIOJIaraio, — MpoMosBIiIa TeTs Kiteo, — mpoTkHysa ux OyinaBKOW HUXeE
KPBUIBIIIIEK, MM UCTIONB30BaJIa KaM(Oopy, UM TIPU MOMOIIH JJTMHHON ITPOBOJIOKH.

— Bbl TOXe yBJIeKaeTech )KyKaMu, MUCC XaHTUHITOH? — cripocuut JIykac.

— Her, Mou HepBBI 1S 3TOrO HE TOAATCS, — MPU3HAJIACH OHA, 3aIVISIIbIBAst B KOPOOKY, — 3TH
Oe/IHATY MHOTJA TaK ME/IJIEHHO YMUPAIOT.

Jlykac uckoca B3IJISIHYJ Ha Hee:

— CTa’so ObITh, U OHHM T'OTOBBI CPAKATHCS 32 CBOIO KU3HD?
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— Ila, — otBeTmiia BUKTOPUS U OTIIOKMIIa KOPOOKY C JKYKaAMH.

— Borock, 111 HEKOTOPBIX HAYYHBIX MCCIIEOBAHUI Y MOEH TUIEMSIHHUILIBI CIUIIKOM HEXHOE
cepre, — ¢ yipiOkoi 3ameriiia tetst Kiteo.

— [IpusHatbcs, 1 IpenovnTa0 HACEKOMBIM OOTAHUKY M CaJJOBOJICTBO, — yTOUHMIA BUKTOpUSI.

— ¥V Bac muMpoKue UHTEPECH, MUCC XaHTUHITOH, — OTO3Bajcs JIykac.

— A BBl lyMajy, orpaHuyYeHHble? — BUKTOpUs IIsHYyJa HA HEro, 4yTh MPUIOIHSB PECHULIbI,
I71a3a CUSLIM HEBUHHO U HACMEIIUIMBO.

Jlykac ymen pa3znuyarp JIOBYIIKHU:

— BoBce Het. HecMOTpst Ha KpaTKOCTh HAILIEro 3HAKOMCTBA, $1 YK€ yCIes IIOHATh, YTO Bbl OYEHb
cBoeoOpa3Hasl JeBYIIKA.

Ters Kieo ¢ moO0MBITCTBOM IMOCMOTpeSia Ha Hero:

— A BBl caMM UHTEpecyeTech OOTAaHUKOM U CaJIOBOJICTBOM, C3p?

— Kax Bbl, HaBepHOE, CIBIIIANN, S TOJbKO HEJABHO YHACJEAOBal TUTYJ. f yxke MOHsJI, 4To
HACJIE/ICTBO OTPeOyeT OT MeHs 3HAYUTEIIbHO paclIvpuTh chepy MOMX UHTepecoB. B Tom urcrie MHe
MIPUIETCS y3HATh YTO-HUOY/Ib O CAIOBOACTBE U TOMY MOJOOHBIX MIPEIMETax, YTOOBI IPOU3BECTH YITyd-
IIeHUs1 B MOEM NIoMecThe, — nosiciu Jlykac.

JIuo tetn Kneo npocusiso.

— [IpekpacHo, 3HaYMT, BaM JOJKHBI IOHPABUTHLCS aKBapeu BUKTOpum: oHa pucyeT pacTeHus.

Bukropus Tak nokpacHena, 4ro Jlykac He Ha IIYTKY yIUBUIICA.

— Tera Kieo, 51 yBepena, MIJIOpy HUCKOJIBKO HE MHTEPECHA MOSI Ma3HS.

— YecTHOE CJIOBO, MHE OYEHb XOUYETCS IOCMOTPETh, — MOCHEHO Bo3pa3wui Jlykac. Emy u B
CaMOM JIeJIe He TepIesioch YBU/IETh, U3-3a YEro 3Ta 3arajloyHasi IeByIlIKa MOIJIa TIOKPACHETb.

— ¥V Hee nopasuTeNbHbIe CIOCOOHOCTH, — cKazasia jJeau Hermmmmr, nogHumasics ¢ codel. Ona
B3s1JIa CO CTOJIMKA aJIbOOM M MpoTsiHyna ero Jlykacy: — Botr mocmotpure.

— IIpaBo xe, Tera Kieo. ..

— be3 noxHou ckpomHocTy, Bukku. Tsl mpekpacHo pucyellb, ¥ IPUTOM YAUBUTEIBHO TOYHO. 5
HEOTHOKPATHO Tebe TOBOPHJIA, YTO HaM HaJI0 3TO U3/1aTh. BOT B3misiHUTE, Muitopn. Uto Bbl ckaxeTe? —
Jlenu Hermmmmn Bioxuna as60M B pyku Jlykaca, v 11a3a ee 3aKIJIMCh OKUJIaHHEM TOPXKEeCTBa.

UyBcTBysl, uT0 BUKTOpUS HanpshkeHHO HAOMoOAaeT 3a HUM, JIyKac He TOpOIIsiCh epeiCThIBaT
crpanuibl. OTKpbIBas aIbOOM, OH JyMaJjl yBUJIETh JTIOOMTENIbCKHME PUCYHKH, BeIb HIUETro MHOTO MYX-
YUHBI U HE OXKMIAIOT OT XKeHITMH. UTO MOXeT ObITh yMeCTHee /I MOJIOZION, XOPOIIO BOCITUTAHHOW
JIeau, YeM PUCOBATh U PACKPAILIMBATh [IBETOUKU?

Ho oH ObLT IPUATHO yAMBIIEH SICHOCTBIO U JKUBOCTHIO e paboThl. PacteHus npsiMo-Taku pac-
[[BETAJIM HAa CTPaHMIIAX aJibOOMa, OHU OBbUIM HATIOJIHEHBI )KU3HEHHOU criio. OHM OBUIM HE TIPOCTO
KpPacuBbI, KaK MPOM3BEJEHUE MCKYCCTBA, OHU ObLIM M300pake€Hbl COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO, BIUIOTH JIO
MeJTbYalIMX MOAPOOHOCTEN.

Jlykac 3aBOpOKEHHO MPOCMATPUBAJI CTPAHULLY 32 CTPAHULIEN — PO3bl, UPUCHI, MaKH, JIWIUU
BBITJISIICTM CJIOBHO KMBble. Kaapiil 1IBETOK ObLT CHAOKEH aKKYPaTHBIM SIPJIBIKOM C €ro JIATHHCKUM
umMeHeM: Rosa provincialis, Passiflora alata, Cyclamen linearifolium.

OH nofiHs 171432 ¥ yBHEN, YTO BUKTOpUS BCe TaK ke CMOTPUT HA HEr0 B KAKOM-TO HEOObIY-
HOM, OeCroKOMHOM oxuaaHry. OH MOHST HAKOHEI], YTO €€ PUCYHKH CJIMIIKOM MHOTO 3Hayar JJis
Hee, 3/IeCh OHAa YyBCTBYeT ceOs1 yI3BUMOM. JIyKac 3aKpblT aTbOOM:

— IIpeBocxomHble padOTHI, MUCC XAaHTUHITOH, sl YBEPEH, UTO BaM 3TO YK€ HE pa3 FOBOPUJIH.
Jlaxxe Ha MO¥ JIIOOUTENHCKUI B3JIsA], U 3apPUCOBKH, M aKBapeJX MPOCTO MPEKPACHBI.

— Cnacu60. — Bre3armHo BukTopust yinbIOHY/Iach Tak Jiyue3apHo, OyATO OH MPEeBO3HEC ee CoO-
CTBEHHYIO KpacoTy, a He KpacoTy €€ PUCYHKOB. SIHTapHbIe I71a3a CTaJIM OYTH 30J10THIMU. — BBl 0ueHb
TMOOE3HBI.
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— 41 penxo ObiBai0 J0OE3eH, MUCC XaHTUHITOH, — HETPOMKO BO3pa3wil OH, — sl TOBOPIO BaM
YHCTYIO MpaBay. JoikeH, OqHaKo, 3aMETHUTh, YTO HEKOTOPbIE PACTEHHsI MHE HEM3BECTHBI. BbI HaIm
UX B OOTAaHUYECKOM cajy?

— B Hareit opanxepee, — mosiciuia tetst Kieo. — Mbl ¢ Buktopueit BMecte coOpaiu, mo-Moemy,
OYeHb HEIIOXYI0 KOJUIeKIMIo pacteHnid. KoneuHo, He Tex MaciitadoB, 4to B Kblo, HO Bce-Taku HaM
TOXE €CTh YEM IOpAUTHCS. XOTUTE OCMOTPETh OpaHskepelo? BUKTOpus ¢ paiocThio MPOBEAET Bac MO
BCEMY Cafy.

JIykac KuBHy:

— 51 GbLT OBI OUEHDb Paji TOCMOTPETh.

BukTopusi rpaiio3Ho MOgHSIACK:

— Ciona, noxaiyicra, MUIOP/A.

— Crymnaiite, — HanmyTcTBOBaJIa UX TeTs Kiieo, — Hajgech, mociie 9KCKypCUy Bbl 3aIISIHETE €11ie
Ha Yalieyky yasi.

— Crnacu60. — Jlykac ¢ TpyJoM CKpbUT yJIBIOKY, HalpaBJsisich Beiea 3a Bukropueid B xomw, a
OTTyJa — B KOPOTKUI KOPUAOP, BEAYIIMI B 33JHIO0 YacTh JoMa. «[loka Bce ueT xopouo», — ckasai
OH ceOe, BX071sl B OOJIBIIYIO CTEKJISIHHYIO Tajiepelo, 3ar0JTHEHHYI0 pacTeHUsIMU. Bo3ayx ObUT HaMOIHEeH
T'YCTBIM BJIQKHBIM 3aI1aXOM yIOOpeHHOM 3emiti. HakoHell OH ocTasicst HaeimHe CO CBOEH KePTBOM.

Jlykac ornsiziesnicsi ¥ MOHsII, YTO CErofiHsI eMy MPHUIETCS OXOTUTHCS MOCPEAN HACTOSIIMX JIKYH-
reit. OH NOCMOTpEJT CKBO3b CTEKJIO B PACCTWIIABIIMIACSA O] OKHAMU OPaHKePer OrPOMHBIN Yapylo-
U cajl, OrpakICHHbIA 3HAKOMOW KUPITMYHON CTEHOM, YBUTOM TUTIOIIIOM M BUHOTPA/IOM.

— MHe o4eHb XOTeN0Ch pacCMOTPETH Cajl IIPU CBETE JIHs1, — IPOU3HEC OH.

BuxTopusi TpeBOXHO HAXMYPHJIACh:

— Tume, munopa. Kro-HuOyap MOKeT HaC yCIbIIIaTh.

— Bpan mu. Tlo-moemy, Mbl TyT coBeplIeHHO OfHM. — OH OIVISIHYJICSI HA TbILIHbBIE 3€JICHbIE
3apOC/H C TIepeSIMBaMU SIPKUX 9K30THUECKUX IIBETOB, 3aIOJTHUBIIMX KOMHATY. — Bl 1 Baia TeTs B
CaMOM JieJie MHTepecyeTech cafoBoAcTBOM. Call y Bac MpOCTO 3aMeyaTelIbHbIN.

— Tetst mocTponsa opaHkepero HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3ajl, — MOsicCHIIa BUKTOpHsi, HanpaBisisch B
OOKOBOE KPBLIO OpaHKepeH, U3l Ka3aBIleecs CIUIONIb 3eJIeHbIM. — Y Hee MHOTO JIpy3eid, KOTo-
pble MyTEleCTBYIOT 10 BCEMY MHUPY, ¥ OHH TOCBUIAIOT HaM YEPEHKH WJIM MOJIONCHbKUE PACTEHHUS.
Henagsno cap Ilepcn XMKUHOOTTOM, OMH U3 €€ IOKJIOHHUKOB, TPHCIAJI HOBBIM COPT PO3, OTKPHITHIH
B Kurae. On Ha3zBai ee Po3a Kuraiickasi — Pymsnen Kieo, B uects Tetu. Kak musio, He npaaa iu? A
B IPOIILTIOM Mecsitie cap [lepcy mpucian Ham oYeHb KPacUBbINA KYCT Xpru3aHTeM. MBI TOUTH YBEPEHBI,
YTO OH MPHKUBETCA. BaM 4TO-HUOYIb N3BECTHO O XpHU3aHTEMaX, MUAIOPA?

— Her, xaxercs, HO s 3Hal0, OTYETO YEJIOBEK HAYMHAET OONTaTh O0€3 YMOJKY. YCIHOKOWTECH,
BukTopus. Y Bac HeT HUKaKUX MPUYMH TaK HEPBHUYATb.

— 51 BoBce He HepBHMYAD. — OHa BHOBb TOPIEIMBO B3JEPHY.Ia MOAOOPOIOK U OCTAHOBHIIACH
niepes; OOJIBIIMM TTOJHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM MPUCTPOUJIMCH CTPAHHBIE HEKA3KCThIE, TIOKPHITHIE KOMI0Y-
KaMH pacTeHHsl. — A KaKTyChl BAC MHTEPECYyIOT?

Jlykac ¢ moOOMBITCTBOM IJISIHYJI HA MHOKECTBO KOJMIOUMX PACTEHUH, TaK He TIOXOKHMX Ha BCe,
Kakue ObLTH eMy 3HaKOMBI. B Bujie SKCriepuMeHTa OH OCTOPOXKHO MPUTPOHYJICS K IIUITY U yOeuics,
YTO OH OcTpee Uronku. [TogHsB 11a3a, OH BCTpeTUsICs COo B3MISIIOM Buktopuu.

— MeHs Bceria MHTEpPeCOBAIM OOOPOHUTENBHBIE JINHUU, — TOSICHUIT OH.

— Bac unTepecoBasio, Kak MpoOUThCS CKBO3b HUX, J1a?

— Tonbko eciu 1oObIYa CTOMIA TaKOK OMTBBL. — OH MOTyYall YIOBOJIBCTBUE OT UX CIIOBECHOTO
noenuHka. OHa He 60sIach M He OTCTYTIaIa.

— Kak e Bbl MOXeTe OIleHUTh JOOBIUY ellle 10 TOro, Kak HauHeTe OMTBY?

«3Ha4MT, 51 HE HAIlpacHO IOLIEJIOBAJl €€ BUepa BeuepoM», — perni Jlykac. ITo Tomy, kak oHa
Ha0Joaa 32 HAM, OH JIOTaIasicsl, 9TO BUKTOpHS MHOrO JymMana O TOM, YTO MPOU3OILIO MEKIY
HUMHU.
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— WHorna ypaercs CHATh. .. M-M. .. ipoOy. Ckaxem, TOT KycOYeK, KOTOPbI MHE y1aJI0Ch OTBe-
JaTh MPOLUION HOYBIO, IOKA3aJICsl MHE BECbMA JIAKOMBIM.

— fcHo. U BBl Tak 1 OpomuTe BOKPYT Ja OKOJIO M CHUMAeTe TO TaM, TO 3[1eCh MPOObI, TOKa
HE pelnTe, 32 Kako J100bIuell BaM cieyeT norHarbesi? — Barisaa BUKTOprM MTHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYIT
THEBOM.

Jlykac 4yTh CKpUBIJI ryOBl, 3aMETHB CEPAMTYIO YCMEIIIKY B Ia3ax Bukropuu:

— HyXHO umMeTh UCXOIHbIE JaHHBIE, YTOOBI TPOBECTH CPABHEHHE.

Hacmenika B ee mazax cMeHuIach npe3peHrueM. BUKTOpus OTBEpHyJIaCh U IBUHYJIACh B IIIy-
OUHY OpaHXepeu:

— 4l Tak 1 1ymaina, 4To BCE JIENO B STOM.

Heoxumganno yist camoro ce0s Jlykac oounesncs Ha Hee. BUKTOpHst HAMEpPEeHHO IbITaIach CIIpo-
BOLIMPOBATh ccopy. JIykac ObICTPO yXBaTHJI MAJbLIAMU €€ 3aIlsCThe U PHIBKOM 3acTaBUiI BUKTOpHIO
ocTaHOBUThCS. OHa pa3BepHYJIACh, CMEPUIIA €T0 YHUUTOXKAIOUIUM B3[JISIIOM.

— B uem peno, Buktopusi? Bac He ycrpauBaet, 4YTo B MOel KU3HM ObUTH M Apyrue moodent?
OHU TakK MaJjio 3HAYWIHA 11 MEHS. . .

—MeHs He ycTparBaeT, YTo Bbl TaK Hepa30OPUMBHI B BHIOOPE 1 allpoOM pOBAHUHM Balllei JOOBIYH,
Y MHE OYEHb HE HPaBUTCS, UTO BBl €1IE U XBACTAETE ITUM.

— VBepsito Bac, 1 HUKOT/Ia He ObUT Hepa300pumB, M XBACTAIOCh 51 TOxXe penko. [1o mpase roBops,
y MeHs1 ObUIO He TaK yX W MHOTO 1oOe/1. Bombliyio 4acTh KU3HM s IPOCITYKUIJI B apPMUH, a Ha Opu-
LIEpCKOE XKATOBaHbE HACTOSAIIYIO JIIOOOBHHUILY He 3aBejiellb. — OH HAMEPEHHO CKaJl MaJIbLIbl CHITbHEE,
npuTsruBasi Bukropuio k cede. — [JaBaiite moroBopum o Bac. .. Bl oueHb ymeno o6opoHsierech. 3Ha-
YUT JI1 3TO, YTO Y BaC YK€ UMEETCs] U3PsIHbIN OIBIT B TAKUX Urpax?

— [a, Munopa, MHE TO M JIeJI0 IPUXOAUTCS UTPATh POJIb KAKTYcCa.

C ry6 Jlykaca He cxonuia ycMelika.

— Komy-HuOyIb yke yaanoch MPOCKONIb3HYTh MEKIY IUMaMK ?

— Bac 310 He kacaercs, c3p.

OH yBujien, Kak ee IEeKU MOKPBUIMCH JIETKUM PyMSIHIIEM, HO IJ1a3 OHa He OIycKaa.

— WzBunute. EcTecTBEHHO, YTO B IOIOOHBIX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX BO MHE MPOOYIHIIOCH JIIOOOMBIT-
cTBO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 51 TBEpIO HaMepeH MpoOpaThCsi CKBO3b 3arpauTesibHble JTMHUM U JOOBITH
COKpoBHIIE. f yxke npeaynpexaan Bac NpoILIoil HOYbIO.

— BoI He mobuTte Xxutputh, CTOYHBEWUI? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— 51 oueHb XuTEp, KOrjga Hy>KHO, HO I10J1araio, B IJAaHHOM CJIy4ae MOT'Y YECTHO CO3HAThCSI B CBOMX
HaMmepeHusx. Bbl ke He miyneHbkas MajieHbKasl JeBOYKa TOJIBKO YTO M3 MaHcuoHa. He pymaro, urto
HaMepeHHsI YECTHOTO YeIOBeKa CIIOCOOHBI TaK HAITyTraTh Bac.

BukTtopus BeIIpsAAMUIAach U NOIVIs/IENA EMY B [Jla3a:

— ITocKOIBKY BBl 3aTOBOPHIIM O YECTHOCTH, OOBSICHUTE CBOM HamepeHusi, Mustopa! Iporuioi
HOYBIO Bbl BBIPaKaJIMCh JJOBOJIBHO TYMaHHO. 1 10JIKHA 3HATH BCE.

— MHe nokazanochk, 4To sl BBIPa3WJICs I0CTaTOUHO SICHO. BaM yske u3BeCcTHO, uTo s Xouy 00Ja-
natb Bamu. U s1 cienaio Bce, 4TOOBI 3a5IBUTH HA Bac CBOE IMPAaBo.

— [Ipomuioi HOYBIO, — PEIIUTEIFHO Havasla OHA, HO 3aK0yIedanach, CTapasch MogoopaTh TOUHbIE
CJIOBA, — MPOIILION HOYBIO 5 TIPeIyNpe/inia Bac, YTO cama MbIC/Ib O Opake /7151 MEeHs1 HeBBIHOCHMA.

— 4 cnpiman Bame npeaynpexaeHue. M HAaCKONBKO NPUIIOMUHAI0, Bbl TMOBTOPWIHA €rO
HECKOJIBKO pa3 U MO-pa3HoOMY.

— CrieioBatelibHO, BHI TIOHSLUTH, YTO B 9TOM BOMpOCe s NIyTUTh He HamepeHa? $1 He coduparoch
BBIXOJJUTh 3aMYK.

— 41 monsn. — Jlykac cierka yyislOHYJICS, TSI/ B e cepbe3Hble r1a3a. OHa HaJeeTcst yCKOJb3-
HYTb OT 3TOW UTPhI, TEM HE MeHee oHa OyJeT B Hee UrpaTh U npourpaet. — Ho Bl XOTUTE MOUTpaTh
B Apyrue urpbl, He Tak Jn? Kak HacyeT MosyHOUYHBIX pa3BjieyeHui?
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Omna Momuasna. JIykac 3amMeTHII, 4TO ee Majblbl CIerka JpoXaid, KOraa OHa PacCestHHO MOTsI-
HYJIACh K IIMPOKOMY JICTY KaKOTO-TO 9K30TUYECKOTO PACTEHHSI HaJl €€ TICUOM.

— Bel BepHO yraganu Buepa HOublo, MustopHl. §1 cyactiva Obuta Obl UIMETh KOMITAaHBOHA B HOU-
HBIX MPHUKII0YeHusIX. Koro-HuOyab, KTo ymesn Obl cOOMonaTh TaifHy, KTO MoBeJ Obl MEHS B TE MecCTa,
Ky/Za 51 He MOTY TIOMTH HU OJJHa, HU C TAKUMHU Jpy3bsIMU, Kak AHHabem1a u ee Opat. [IpusHaiock, To,
YTO BBI MPEUIOKUIA MHE BUepa BEUEPOM B Cajly, 3BYUUT JJIs1 MEHsI O4eHb COONa3HUTENIbHO. MeHs
OECIOKOHT JIpyroe — MeHsI TPEBOKHT, YTO BbI CIIUIIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAETe, HACKOIBKO COONA3HUTETHHO
IJIsI MEHS 9TO MPEAJIOKEeHHE.

— BBl TpeBOXHTECH TIOTOMY, UTO HE YBEPEHbI, MOXKHO JIM IIPUHSATH TO, YTO 51 BAM MPEIJIOKUII,
Y He YIUIaTUTh 3a 310. Benp B 3TOM Best podiiema, Buktopus?

OHa KMBHYJa, HACMEIIUTMBO YJbI0AsCh:

— Bl coBepitieHHO npaBbl, MUJIOpPA. Bbl ymeeTe cpasy MomoilTH K camoil cyTH aena. S He yBe-
peHa, yI0BJIETBOPUTECH JIM BbI TOU IJIATOM, KOTOPYIO S CaMa COUTY YMECTHOM.

Jlykac riryOoKo B3IOXHYJ U CJIOKUI PYKH Ha TPYIH:

— Io-moemy, 310 yx)e Mos mpoOnema. [lo Tex mop moka 3ta cruenaka OyleT ycTpanBaTh MeHs,
BaM HE O YeM BOJIHOBAThCS.

— [leno B TOM, MHJIOp/I, YTO, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPSI, 51 TPOCTO HE MOTY MPE/ICTABUTh, YTOOBI BBI
YIOBJIETBOPUJIUCH MAPOM TOLETYeB YKPAJKON B HOYHOM Cajly, HO CMEI0 BaC 3aBEpPHUTh: CBEPX ITOTO
BBl HUKOTJJa HUYEro OT MeHs He nonydute. Bot Tak. Terneps s sicHO Bce 0ObsicHUA?

— Bniosnxe.

BukTopus roToBrIaCh OTPa3uTh €ro BO3paxkeHust, Ho JIykac ¢ BEKJIMBBIM PaBHOLYIIMEM CKJIO-
HWICS HaJl PeIKOW Pa3HOBUIAHOCTHIO KaKTYCa, U, KaK OH U pacCUUTHIBA, BUKTOpPHS OBICTPO yTpaTHia
camooOnaianye. DTa JieId OTBKIIACH 3aIIBITH CJMIIKOM JIAIEKO, HO OHA ellle cama He MOHUMasa
3TOTO.

— Bl He cTraHeTe 3aroBapvBaTh CO MHOM O Opake? — MOBTOpPHIIA OHA.

— He crany. — OH KOCHYJICS IIUIOB JIPYroro MpUYyAJMBOTO KakTyca W yOeAWscs, YTO OHU
CTOJIb ke OcTpbl. — OIHAKO 51 00s13aH MpeayNpeUTh Bac, YTo oOeIIaHne He 3aroBapuBaTh 0 Opake He
O3HAYAET, YTO 51 He IPUJIOKY BCEX CUII, Ja0bl 3JTyYUTh BAC B CBOM OOBSTHS. BBl COBEpIIIEHHO TIPaBBbI,
BuxTopusi, 51 He XoTesn Obl OrpaHUYMBATHCS HECKOJIBKMMU CITyYaliHBIMU MOLIETYSIMH.

— BbI ciummkom aep3ku, MuAaopa!

— Kakoii cMbIcit CKpbIBaTh MpaBay? Bbl JOKHBI 3HATB, YTO 51 XOTEN Obl MOIYYUTh B YILIATY 32
HAaIllM COBMECTHBIE MTPUKJTIOYEHHUSI.

— Ilena caumkoM BbICOKA. §l HUKOTAa HE COIIaIIyCh Ha Hee, — 3asBIJIa OHA.

— 4 ckazan — 310 Harpazga, KOTOpyIo 51 XOTeJl Obl IMOJTy4uTb, HO HE TOBOPHJI, YTO MOTPEOYyIo
ee. — OH morszen Ha Hee, paxysach ToW Oype KeJlaHusl U JII0OOMBITCTBA, KOTOpasi MoJbiXaia B ee
rnazax. — He Hago 6ositbest MeHs1, Buktopusi. [laio BaM ClIOBO YeCTH, UTO HE CTaHy NMPUHYKAATh Bac
K KaImuTYJISIHH.

— IIpomury Bac, HMKOrIa OOJbIE HE MPOM3HOCKTE TOTO CIIOBA, — BHIIOXHYJIA OHA.

Jlykac noxai rjieqamu:

— Karmurynsmusa? Pagu 6ora. Bel Moxete camu mogoopars ¢ioBa JJisi MOMX HAaMEepPEHUM, HO BbI
HE JIOJKHBI OOMaHBIBATHCS OTHOCUTESTBHO CAMUX HAMEPEHHIA.

— Bamm HamepeHMs1 HUKaK HeNlb3s Ha3BaTh OJAropogHbIMHU, — OCYXJAIOIIe MPOU3HECa OHa,
TMO/IKMMAs TYOBI.

— Kak xe 0b1Th? BBl He ocTaBuM MHe BRIOOpA. BbI 3ampeTuiiv MHe JiefiaTh BaM MpeIokKeHHe.

— Io-moemy, BbI C TOTOBHOCTBIO TIPHHSUIA MOM YCJIOBHSI, — KOJIKO 3aMeTHJIa OHA, 33 lyMYHBO
niepeOupasi najabllaMy JIMCT, CBUCABIIMH e Ha Tuiedo. — MHe Aaxe MoKa3aioch, MUJIOP, YTO Bl HE
TaK Yy’ Y 3aMHTEPECOBaHbI B Opake.
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— He Bce My>kuuHBI cTpeMsTCs CBsI3aTh ce0s1 OpauHbIMU y3aMu. Yero paiy 4eaoBeK B 3paBoOM
yMe OTKaKeTCs OT CBOEW CBOOOIBI, €CIIM OH MOXKET 3aBJIaJeTh JKeJJAaHHOW JKeHIIIMHOW, He MaBasi e
CBOE UMs1? — XOJIOHO BO3PA3UJI OH.

— IIpu ycnoBuu, 4TO OH U BIPABLYy CMOXKET 3aBJIAAETh €.

Jlykac ycmexnyiics:

— Taxkoe cmydaercs 1oBobHO Yacto. [Tonaraio, BB yXe JOCTATOYHO B3pOCasi ¥ He Pa3 CIIbIIAIN
0 TIONOOHBIX Belax, Buktopusi.

— Jla, HecomHeHHO. — OHa B3[JOXHYJIa, U B TOJIOCE €€ TIOUeMY-TO ITPO3BYYaJIO pa304apoBaHue. —
He noiiMuTe MeHsI peBpaTHO, HO MHE U3BECTHO, UTO OOJIBITMHCTBO MYKUMH JKEHSITCSI BOBCE HE pau
mo6Bu. OHM BCTYNAIOT B OpaK 10 HEOOXOAUMOCTHU: HAPUMED, YTOOBI 00eCTIeUnTh ceOe HACIeTHHKA,
YTOOBI 3aBAAETh UYKMM COCTOSIHUEM, WJIH XKe MBITAIOTCS MOTYyYUTh U TO M APYTOoe OHOBPEMEHHO.

— 4l Bcerma cuntas moOOBb CIMIIKOM TYMAaHHOW M COBEPIIIEHHO HEIOCTATOYHON IPUIMHOM [T
TOT0, YTOOBI MIPEANPUHAMATH CEPhE3HbIE IIIATH.

BuxkTopusi pasrisiipiBasia €ro CKBO3b OIyIIEHHbIE PECHUIIBL:

— Bammm cioBa 3ByYaT IMHIUYHO, MAJIOP/I, HO HAJICIOCh, OHH BIIOJTHE YMECTHBI B YCTaX YeJIOBEKa,
KOTOPBIN CTPEMUTCS BCErO-HABCETO K HE3aKOHHOM, CKaHJAJIbHOW CBSI3H.

Jlykac neyasbHO TIOKayasl TOJIOBOM:

— Borock, BH camu cebe mpotuBopeunte, Buktopus. Bel 3anpeTnim MHe Aenath BaM J0OpoIio-
PSIOYHOE TIPEITIOKEHNE U TYT XKe, He TepeBOjIsl AbIXaHH s, yIIpeKaeTe MeHs B IIMHU3ME MOTOMY, UTO
sI MEUTAI0 XOTs OBl O CBSI3U C BaMH.

BuxTopust mpodopmoTaia BecbMa HEYMECTHOE IJIsI JIEIU PYTaTesibCTBO.

— BbI npaBbl, — ycTynuia oHa, — eciii Obl y MeHsI He ObLIO TIPUIAHOTO, BCe ObLIO Obl rOpasao
npome. AHHa0OeI1a TOBOPHJIA MHE, UTO 51 CJTMIIIKOM MPUINPYMBA, Jake TOJO3pUTEIbHA.

Jlykac 71acKOBO YyJIBIOHYJICS, COUYBCTBYSI €€ TOpIO:

— Ilyranas Bopona Kycra 6outcsi?

— IToxoxe, 4To Tak, — cornacuiaach Bukropusi.

— Bul Bcera Bce mpoBepsieTe, YTo XK, HEIIOXOW METOI.

— Jlo cux mop 3TOT METOJ, MeHsI He TIOJBOIWII, — 3aMeTiIa Buktopusi.

— U BBl HajieeTech OMAronoOMIyYHO OCTAThCS CTAPOU JIEBOM?

— Yept nobepu! Brl 3a0biBacTech! — Ee ryObl H30rHY/HCH B 3a0aBHOM yCMellke. — A BOOOIIIe-
TO BBI IIpaBhl. §1 cTapas eBa, yeMy o4eHb paja. bosee Toro, s pacCUMTHIBAIO HABCET/IA €10 OCTAThCS.

Jlykac oTopBa B3MIsIT OT 9K30TUUECKMX KAKTYCOB, 3aMHTEPECOBABIIKMCH POCKOIIHBIM 30JI0TH-
CTO-KEJIThIM [IBETKOM, Ha3BaHHsI KOTOPOTO OH He 3HaI. CJIOBHO TOHKAs 30JI0Tasi KOPOHA HA BHICOKOM
3eJICHOM cTe0J1e, C MBLIAIOIICH My PITypHOM CepaIieBUHON. . . JIyKac HampaBWiICs K HEMY, ITPHUBJICUEH-
HBI 30JI0TUCTBIM OTTEHKOM, YIMBHUTEIILHO HAIOMHHABIIUM €My IBeT r1a3 Bukrtopun. OcTopokHO
MpUIEPXKUBasi PyKOW IIAPCTBEHHBIN IIBETOK, OH BHUMATEJILHO PA3IJIsAbIBAN €T0 CTPAHHBIE JIETIECTKH.

— INocne Toro, 4To MPOM30ILIO MEXIYy HAMU B Cay HOYbIO, Bbl HE MOXETE YTBEPKIAATh, UTO
coOMpaeTech MPOKUTD BCIO KU3Hb, HE OTKPHIB /17151 ceOsl TITyOWHBI CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX CTpacTeid. Bol
CJIVILIIKOM TIOXOKH Ha 3TOT LIBETOK, BUKTOPUSI: BB MMPEKPACHBI, BbI CIIAIOCTHBI, U BCE B Bac 0OeIaer
CTPACTHYIO JTIOOOBb.

OHa ycMexHyJIach:

— [IpaBo, MuIOpH, HE CTOMT TaK yBJIEKAThCs LIBETAMH U IIBETUCTHIMU MeTapopamu. Hackonmbko
MHE W3BECTHO, Bl OIBIT — OMBIT BOEHHOTO, HO HE TIHCaTelIsl.

— MHoraa yenoBek, CTAIKUBAsICh CO CMEPTHIO, Y3HAET O JKM3HU TaKOE, YerO He BHIUMTACIb 13
BCEW aHTUYHOM M033MHU. [lake ecri BaM ymacTcst 1O KOHIA KM3HU CKPHITh OT ce0s1 CBOIO CTPACTh, S
COMHEBAIOCh, UTO BbI CYMEETe COBJIAJIaTh CO CBOMM JIIOOOTBITCTBOM.

— Jlio6onbitctBOM! Heyskenu Bbl paccuMThIBaeTe, UTO JIOOOMBITCTBO JOBEAET MEHs O He3a-
KOHHOM cBsi3U? Bosiee ueM OpuruHaibHO.
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— 3aro oueHb MOHATHO. Eciu KeHIMHA crnocoOHa BOCXUINATHCS KYKaMHU U KaKTycaMH, OHa,
HECOMHEHHO, J0/DKHA MHTEPECOBATHCSI CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM OpraHm3MoM. — OH CKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY B
rajJlaHTHOM TIOKJIOHE. — §] TOTOB MOMOYB BaM B 9TOM HayYHOM 3KCIIEPUMEHTE, MUCC XaHTUHITOH. U
yBEpeH, Bbl HE YCTOUTE.

BuxkTopusi ¢ ipocThio BO33pHiIach Ha HETO, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH] THEB CMEHWJICS Bece-
abeM. UYepe3 MUHYTY OHa yke XOXOTaJsla TaK, YTO BBIHYXJeHa OblIa CXBAaTUTHCS 32 JBEPHOM KOCSIK,
YTOOBI HE yIACTb.

Jlykac HaGmonast 3a Held, Bce elnie Jepka B JIAJOHU 30JI0TUCTO-KeIThIi 1IBeTOK. OH ObLIT BOCXH-
IIeH ee UCKPEHHMM BEeCeIbeM: OHA He XMXHKaJia B TOM MPOTUBHOM MaHepe, KaKylo yCBauBalOT O0JIb-
IIMHCTBO AEBUII, BOOOpaXkasi, YTO B UX CMEXe CJIBIIIATCS KypUaHue pydeiika v Mepe3BOH KOJIOKOJb-
yrkoB. Cmex BukTOprM OBUT MOJNOH TerIa U KU3HU. Bosbliie Bcero eMy XOTeslnoch 3aKJII0UUTh €€ B
CBOM OOBATHS U LIEJIOBATH JIO TEX MOP, TIOKA CMEX HEe CMEHUTCSI CTOHOM KeJIaHH 1, TOTO JKeJIaHHs, 9TO
OH CyMeJl IPOOyAUTh B HEW HaKaHyHe.

«51 mor Obl 3TO cienaTh», — mogyman Jlykac. Buepa, korna Bukropust oTBeTHIIa B cay Ha ero
TIOLETTY#, OH TOHSUI, YTO CyMeeT NpoOyauTh B Heil kenanue. OH coOMpasicsi UCTIONb30BaTh 3TO, a
TaK)Ke €€ CTPACTb K MPHUKIIOYSHUSIM, YTOOBI COONa3HUTh BrKTOpHIO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA HE YCTOUT
nepen HuM. Kak oH u mpenynpexaan ee Buepa B cajly, OHa HE CyMeeT HalTh JPyroro 4esaoBeKa,
KOTOPBIN MPEIOKUI Obl € TO, UTO Mpeiaraj OH.

Koraa ona HakoHeIl OKakeTcsl B €r0 0OBATUSX, 10 Opaka OCTaHeTcsl TOMbKO onuH mar. [TycTh
BuKkTOpUS OTBaKHO pacCykAaeT O HE3aKOHHOW CBSI3U — OH ObUI YBEpEeH, UTO OHA HE PEIIUTCs Ha
MIOCTYTIOK, KOTOPBIM TIOCTABUT TOJ] YIPO3y HE TOJBKO €€ peryTaluio, HO U pemyTalmio ee Tetu. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, IOHAsI JIEJH TONy4Yria MPEeKpacHOe BOCIUTAHKME, M OHA JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO 3Haja
MpaBWia, AUKTYyeMble CBETCKAM OOIIECTBOM.

OO61mecTBO TpeOOBaAIO, YTOOB! I0HBIC JIEAU W3 XOPOIIEH CEMbU BO3JIEPKUBAJIMCh OT HE3aKOH-
HBIX CBSI3€H, 10 TOrO KaK OHHU BHIAAYT 3aMyK M MOIAPAT MYyXKy HacienHuka. [locie 3Toro skeHIHbI
MOTIJIM TIO3BOJIUTH ce0e 3aBECTH POMaHYMK, MPH YCIOBUM, YTO OHH, pazyMeeTcsl, OyAyT JOCTaTOYHO
OCTOPOXHBI. VIX MyXbsl, KaK MPaBUIIO, COIEPKaIIN JIIOOOBHUIT Kak 10 Opaka, Tak U BCTYIUB B Opak,
MpUYeM MM J1aXe He MPUXOAUIIOCh COOMOAATh OCTOPOXKHOCTb.

Ho, crnienst 3a Tem, kKak Ha juiie BUKTOpuM cMeX MOCTENeHHO YCTyIaeT MeCTO BCe TOH Xke ocJie-
MUTENILHOM yIbIOKe, JIyKac BHE3arHo rnoimai ceOsi Ha MBICIH, YTO OH BOBCE HE COOMpaeTcsi paspe-
IIIUTH CBOEH Oy/yIIei skeHe BCTYIUTh Ha OOBIYHBIN MyTh, KOTOPBIN BEAET OT aJITapsi B CYNPYKECKYIO
MOCTEJTb, & OTTY/IA K Yepejie TAlHBIX POMaHOB.

Jlykac ObUI He U3 TeX MYKYMH, YTO CHUCXOIUTEIBHO OTHOCSATCS K JKEHCKOHM HeBepHOCcTH. OH
HE CTaHeT HU C KeM JISNUThCS NPUHAIJIeKAIIEH eMy JKeHIIMHOW. BCIBIXHYBINAsS B HEM PEBHOCTb
MIPEBOCXO/INIA BCE UyBCTBA, KaKME OH MOT OXHKAATh OT CamMOro ceOsi 1Mo OTHOIICHUIO K JKEeHIIMHE,
KOTOPOH JacT Korga-HuOyab CBOE MMsS.

«[1ycTb TONBbKO OHa cTaHeT Moel, — perni Jlykac. — OHa cTaHeT Moeil, U TOJIbKO MOel — HaBce-
raa». K yepry oObuan Beiciiero ceeta. OH He CTaHET HU C KeM JIeJIUTh 3Ty 04apoBaTeSIbHYI0 CyMa-
cOpoJIKy.

— Muropz, ¢ BaMy HEBO3MOXHO UMETh Jiesio. COBEpIIIEeHHO HEBO3MOXKHO, — BUKTOpH S BhITEpIA
BJIaXKHBIE OT CMeXa I71a3a U MOKayasia ToJlIoBOM, Bee ele ynbioasich. — [loqymars ToNbKO — BBI TIpe[-
Jaraete MHe cebsl B Ka4eCTBe MapTHEpa M0 HayYHOMY KcnepuMeHTy! Kak BeqMkomyIHo ¢ Bareit
croponsl! Kak camootBepskeHHo! [1paBo, BbI BezieTe ceOsi B BBICIIEH CTETIeH! OIaropoHo.

— 41 Ha Bce moiixy, 4TOOBI 3aBOEBATh Bac.

— U kak *ke Bbl pacCUMTBHIBAETE 3aBOEBATh MEHsI, MIJIOPA?

— 4 mpenyioxy BaM NMPHUKIIIOYEHUE, s MPEAJIOKY BaM BOCTOPT, s MPEJIOKY BaM CTpacTh, BUK-
topus! f Bam nam Bce, Bukrtopus. ..

Ona nocMoTpesia Ha Hero, U B ee I11a3ax Jlykac mpoden NpuHATOe pelieHue.
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— 51 6yny BBIOMpaTh OUYEHb OCTOPOXXHO, Sl IPUMY OT BaC TOJIBKO TO, YTO COYTY YMECTHBIM, U
3aru1avy 3a 3TO TaK, KakK COUTY HYKHBIM.

OH MOKOPHO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, B ITyOMHE JIyIIIA TOPKECTBYs OOEIY:

— Bce B Baeit Biactu.

Ona 3akone6anach, MOTOM OBICTPO IIATHYJIA K HEMY M JOTPOHYJIACh IO €r0 pyKaBa:

— Jlykac, 4To Bbl UMM B BUJLy, KOIJIa CKa3aJl, YTO XOTUTE MEHSI, UIMEHHO MEHS, HO HE MO
IeHpru?

OH npoBes pyKoii IO ee HEXKHOM IIEKe:

— 51 xouy Tebs1.

— 51 Huyero He Mory Bam oOeIaTh, — Kapru3HO HAIOMHMJIA OHA. — MHe MOHPaBUIICS MOLIENTy i
BYEpa BEUEPOM, HO JAJIbILIE STOrO Mbl HE NTOWJEM, U BbI JOIKHBI 3TO YUECTb.

Ee manb1is! Bee erie kacaiuch pykasa Jlykaca, 1 OH HaKpbUI UX CBOEH JIaJJOHbIO:

— 4l nonnmaro. He Hazio ceiiuac qymars, 4TO BbI BIIpaBe 00CIaTh U Yero Bbl 0OEIIaTh He BIIPaBe.
MBb! 1BUHEMCS B ITyTh BMECTE M Y3HAeM, KaK JAJIEKO Mbl MOXKEM 3alTH.

Kakoe-to Bpems Buktopus He 1Buragach ¢ Mecra.

OHa mpocTo CTOsJIa M CMOTpeJsia Ha Hero C TaKOW TOCKOM, YTO OH TOTOB ObLT HEMe/IJICHHO TIPH-
KaTb ee K ceOe. Cellyac OH YMTAN B €€ MPEKPACHBIX SHTAPHBIX IJ1a3aX HE CTPacTh M Oe3paccygHoe
TOOOIBITCTBO, HO HEYTO OCOOEHHOE, paJocTHOe M TpereTHoe. Ee B3risi ObLT MOJMOH HAOEKIbl U
HIEMSIILEN TOCKH.

— Ecnu Bl yBepeHbl, UTO 3TO BCE, YEro Bbl XOTUTE, 51 IPUHUMAIO Ballle TIpe/iIoKeHre, — Mpo-
usHecna Bukropus. — Torna s npejiaraio Bam ObITh MOMM CITy THUKOM!

JIykac ¢ Tpygom nepesen ayx.

— Pemeno u moanucano. — OH HaKJIOHWIICS U ClieTKa KOCHYJIcs rydamu ee ry0. OHa 3agpoxkara,
MOYYBCTBOBAB 3TO IPMKOCHOBEHME, a JIyKacy B O/IHO U TO e BPEMsI XOTEJIOCh YCIIOKOUTb, YTEIIUTh €€
1 YJIOXKUTH €€ TPSIMO 3J1eCh, B OpaHkepee, Ha MO3auvHOM 0Ty, U 3aHSThCS ¢ Hel moooBbio. [Ipexe
YeM OH CyMeJl pa300parbcsi B CTOJIb TPOTUBOPEUMBBIX UYBCTBAX, BUKTOPHS YCKOJIBb3HYNIA OT HEro,
OCTaBHB y HErO B pyKe MaJIeHbKHIA JIMCTOK Oymaru.

— Yro 310? — JlyKac, HaxMypsiCh, pa3oupai U3SIIHBIA nmoyepk. — MropHslii qom. Bopaess.
Ckauku. Myskckont Kiyo0.

— DTO nepBbIe MTyHKTHl B MOEM CITUCKE, — MOSICHUJIA OHA.

— B kakom criucke? — Hakonenl oH noHsu1. OH HEIOOIIEHUST CBOETO MPOTHBHUKA, TTOIOOHOTO
poIa MpOCYETHl CIIyYaiCh C HUM OYeHb pefko. — YepT nmodepH, Bl MosaraeTe, Yto s MOBeIy Bac B
UTOPHBIN oM U B Oopaens? bora paau, Bukku, 6ynbre X0Th HEMHOTO pasymHee. OIHO [1eJ10 HOuHast
sIpMapKa WM MPOTryjKa Mo TeMHbIM ajuiesim Bokexomn-I'apnen. Ho moBectn Bac B 6oprenb wiu B
UropHsiii jom! Bel nryture?

— Ommbaerech, Mutopa. f cepbe3Ha, Kak HUKOrIa, — He ycTynana Bukropusi.

OH norisen Ha Hee U MOHSJI, YTO TaK OHO U €CTb.

— Yepr nobepu! 51 ke coBceM He 3TO UMeIl B BUIY.

Bukropus orMaxHysacek OT €ro ImpoTecTa:

— Beuep uerBepra Kak Hesb3sl JTydllle MOAXOAUT JJIsl OYePEeHOTO MPUKJIIIoUeHHs. S yBIKY Bac
Ha Oanmy y KuHcau, 1 Mbl OKOHYATETbHO COCTABMM HAII TJIaH. A TEM BPEMEHEM. . .

T'onmoc Kneo Hermmmmn npepBat 3TOT MHCTPYKTAK:

— Bukku, goporas, Bl Bee erie Tam? [Toxanyiicta, He yBJeKaics, UHa4e TBOsI JIEKIUsI HaJI0eCT
nopny CroyHBeiiny. He Bce moOsT mogqpoOHbie 9KCKYpPCUH 10 OpaHKepee.

Jlykac oGepHyics v yBuen Jiemy HeTTmuin y caMoii Bepy ¢ PUBETIMBOM YJIBIOKOH Ha ry0ax.

— VBepsito Bac, MUJIE/I, 51 B )KU3HU e11le He ObUT Tak AajieK OT CKyKH, — BEKJIMBO BO3PA3UJI OH.

— Ha, psagom ¢ BukTopueil cockyuuTbest TPYAHO, — coriacuiach jeau Hermmmmn.

Jlykac misiHy;n1 Ha caMOZIOBOJIBHOE JIMYMKO BUKTOpMM, a MOTOM BHOBb Ha CTPaHHBIN 30JI0TH-
CTO-KEJITHI 1IBETOK, MTPUBJIEKIIIUI €r0 BHUMAHUE:
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— I[Ipexae yem Mbl IOKMHEM OpaHKepero, 51 ObUT Obl BAM OUeHb OJ1arofapeH, MUCC XaHTUHITOH,
€Ciin 6bI BbI HA3BAJIM MHE UM 9TOIO ITPUIYAJIMBOTIO paCTCHUA.

— Strelitzia reginae. Bce ObUTH TPOCTO NOTPSICEHBI, KOT/Ia OHA BIIEpBbIe paciiBena B Kbio. A Ham
c tererd Kiieo oueHb 1oBeso, U Mbl TOXE JOCTAIM OIMH OTpocToK. [IpaBaa, oHa 3amevarenbHas? —
BOCTOPKEHHO Mpou3Hecaa Bukropusi.

I'maza Jlykaca BHOBb oOparuiuch K Heil. OHa Oblia TOJTHA )KU3HH, OHA CJIOBHO CHUsIa B CBOEM
30JI0TUCTO-KEJITOM IUIAThe, €€ SIHTAPHbIE I71a3a CBETUJIMChH PAIOCThIO.

— Jla, — cka3aJl oH, — OHa IPOCTO MPeJIECTHA.
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I'naBa 5

Crycra Hepemo Bukropus Hazesna HOBYIO KOPUYHEBYIO C JKEJITHIM aMa30HKY, JIMXO CABHHYJIA
HaOeKpeHb MaJICHbKYIO LIUISNKY B BOEHHOM CTHJIE C JKEJITHIM IIEPOM U BeJiesla IPyMy IPUBECTH ee
JOOMMYIO JTolIa/ib. BhIIO MATh YacoB Beyepa — BpeMsi, KOrJja BCe OTIPABIISIIOTCS Ha BEPXOBYIO TPO-
I'yJIKY B MapK.

B umncne «Bcex» HempemeHHO okaxercst U rpad Croynseiin. [Iponutsiv Bedepom Ha Gaiy y
BannepOpykoB BUKTOpHSA Lie/bIX MATh MUHYT JAaBajla €My CTpOXKaiIlie yKa3aH!sl OSBUTHCS HAa3aB-
Tpa B napke. Eif 6bU10 HY’)KHO HEPEMEHHO C HUM TTOTOBOPHTb.

Kak Bukrtopus ycriena yxe yoemutbes, mpodieMa B OTHOIIEHUsIX ¢ JlykacoM 3akimoyanach B
TOM, YTO XOTSI OH C HEM3MEHHOW MOKOPHOCTBIO IPMHUMAJI BCE €€ YKa3aHWs, HO UMeJl AyPHYIO IpU-
BBIUKY TIepEMHAYMBaTh BCE HA CBOHM COOCTBEHHBII MaHep. [lopa MOKOHYHUTE C THM.

Korga Bukropus criyckanack no jiectauiie, ters Kieo kak pas nepecekasa XoJul, HalpasJssch
B 6uOmoteky. OHa ¢ KPOTKMM YAMBIICHUEM OIJIsifiea Hapsi] TUIEMSTHHULIBL:

— CoOupaenibcst KaTaTbCsl BEPXOM, Aoporasi?

— Jla. MHe HaJJ0O HEMHOT'O MPOTYJIAThCS. — BUKTOpH S JIErOHBKO UMOKHYJIA TETIO B IIEKY U yCTpe-
MIIAaCh K JBepHu. — He Hecriokoiics, sIBITI0Ch JOMOIA BOBPEMsI U YCIIEI0 ITePeoieThes K JieKuu ["pumio
0 COCTOSHMM 3eMIIefienus B Vopkumipe.

— UYro x, npekpacHo. — Terst Kiteo ynoBneTBopeHHO yabIOHYnack. — S Hageoch, iekuus Oyaer
uHTepecHa u Jlykacy.

BuxkTopus pe3ko ocraHOBUIACh M 0OEPHYJIACh K HEMl:

— Yo THI CKa3aya?

— 51 ckazana, 4yTo HaJIeI0Ch HA UHTEPECHYIO JIEKLIIO.

— ToI ckazana, yro oHa Oyner uHTepecHa u Jlykacy?

— O pa, emy, HaBepHOe, NOHpaBUTCA. OH MHE caM IIPU3HAJICA. JTO BE/lb BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO,
He npaBzia u? B KOHIE KOHIIOB, y HEro MMeHye B VIopKImpe, HacKONBKO MHE M3BECTHO. 51 mpuria-
CWJIa €ro elle B Cpeay, KOraa Mbl BMECTE OCMAaTpUBAJIM MOU HOBbIE T€OpruHbl. [lomkHa 3aMeTUTh,
Haul rpad MposiBiIsieT IyOOKUI MHTEPEC K CaJOBOJICTBY M POACTBEHHBIM JAMCLUILIMHAM, — 3aMETHJIa
teta Kieo.

«[la, moxoxe, rpad NEHCTBUTEIHLHO MPOSIBIISIET TIIYOOKHUI MHTEpEC K CaJJOBOICTBY M POACTBEH-
HBIM JWCLUIUIMHAM», — MpayHO nogyMasia BukTopus, nonpasnss nuisanky. [locnenHee Bpems ero
MHTEpeC K CaJIOBOACTBY M 3eMJIEJEIMIO CTal OJO3PUTENILHO IITyOOKMM. BUKTOpUM axe Ka3aioch,
YTO B MOCJIEJHEE BPEMSI OHA TOJIBKO M CIIBIIIUT O podeMax yIoOpeHHid 1 ceBOOOOpOTa.

Eme Henemo Ha3a oH xoTen coOnazHuTh ee. OHako Jlykac Tak BHE3aHO YKJIOHHWJICS OT Iep-
BOHAYaJILHOTO HAaMepeHus1, 4To BUKTOpUs He 3Haza, THEBAThCs €d MM PaJoBaThCsl.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHa OBICTPOI1 phICHIO BbE3KaJla B IAPK, 32 HEW Ha [TOHU CJIe/I0BaJ IPYM.
JloposkK¥ OBbUTH 3arOTHEHBI HAPSAHBIMUA BCATHUKAMM, KOJISICKAMHU, OTKPBITHIMU MaJIeHbKUMH SKHUTIa-
*amu. B 3ToT yac Bce cBeTckoe 0011ecTBO BHIOMPAIOCH B MAPK — YTO HA3BIBAETCS, JIIOJIEH TOCMOTPETh
U cedsl ToKa3aTh, TO €CTh JeNI0 ObLJIO HE TOJBbKO B MPUSATHOM M MOJNE3HOM mporyike. Te, KTo mooun
BEPXOBYIO €3]y pajii Hee CaMOi, OTIPABJIAIUCH TYJIATh IOYTPY.

BukTopus MalMHaJIBbHO YiblOaaach, NPUBETCTBYSI CBOMX MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX 3HAKOMBIX, U HE
nepecraBaja BbicMaTpuBath Jlykaca. Eil yxe ka3zanock, 4To OH HAMEPEHHO M30eraeT Ha3HAYeHHOM
BCTPEYH, ¥ OHA Tajjajia, KaK OH MOTOM OOBSICHUT CBOE MIOBEICHNUE, HO TYT JIyKac HEO:KMIaHHO BO3HHUK
cJieBa OT Hee BEPXOM Ha BEJMKOJITTHOM THeioM. Ha Mur BukTopus 3a0bi1a UX CUETHI:

— Kakoe n3ymurenpHoe xkuBoTHoe! ITpocro kpacasen!

Jlykac crerka ymnslOHyJICS:

— [pusTHo 310 cibimath. $1 cam npuBsi3aH K crapuse [xopmxy. [1e Mbl TOTBKO He MOOBIBaIN
BMecTe, BepHO, Jlxxopmxk?
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Bukropus HamopLMIa HOCUK:

— Bl Ha3BasM ero B 4ecth KOpoJisi?

— Her, s Ha3Bau ero [ )xopakem moToMy, 4To UM IIOKa3aJI0Ch MHE IIPOCTBIM /17151 3aTIOMUHAHUSI.

— Takyro noragp He 3a0yelb, Kak ee HM Ha30BHU. A xepeOsTa OT Hero ObUi? — MpogosKaia
paccrpocsl Bukrtopusi.

— Eme Her, HO y JI)opmka cepbe3Hble TUIaHbI Ha OyyIiee.

IIpu sTHX cnoBax BUKTOpHS yCMEXHYJIACh:

— Bul HafeeTech, OH CTaHET OCHOBATEIeM JUHACTUH?

— INouyemy ObI 1 HeT? [ToponuCThIit Kepederr 10TKeH UCTIONHUTD CBOM JIOINT, TeM OoJiee ¢ TaKon
POIOCIIOBHOM, KaK y crapuHsbl [Ikopmxka. Y Hac, MyKUUH, €CTb CBOU 005S3aHHOCTH, BEPHO, MaJIbIII? —
OH noxJtonaJ xepeodia 1o 1iee, ¥ rHe[0l, 0OepHYBIIUCH, 3a(DbIPKaTL.

VrpiOka cOexana ¢ aura Buktopuu. OHa paccepaniach Ha ceOsl 3a CBOIO «IMHACTHYECKYIO»
mryTKy. Jlykac BpeMsi OT BpeMeHHM HaMeKaJl, YTO y Hero ecTh 00s3aTesIbCTBa Nepe]] MIMEHEM U TUTY-
7oM, 1 BukTtopus crapanack u30erath MEKOTIMBOM TeMbl. [louemy-To eii Oblia He Mo Jylie cama
MBICTTb, UTO JIopn CTOYHBEII OKeH OyIeT OqHAK bl BHIOPATh jKeHY, KOTOpasi OJApUT eMy Haclle[-
HUKA.

— Jla, oueHb KpacuBOe KUBOTHOE, HO HE THE/IOTO 51 COOMpaach 00CykIaTh C BAMH, — TOPOILJIMBO
IIPOM3HECTIA OHA.

— Ouenb xanb. f Tak modmo 6ecenoBarh O Jomasax. — Jlykac BeXJIMBO PACKJIAHSIICS C 2J1e-
TaHTHOW YeTOW Cpe[HHUX JIeT B KpacuBou kapete. OHM YJIBIOHYIUCh B OTBET, MPUCTATBHO paccMaT-
puBas Bukropuro.

BuxTopus nocnana siopay PoKCTOHY U €ro cyrpyre KOpoJeBCKYIO YIbIOKY, ITycKas JIOIab B
OBbICTPYI0 MHOXOMB. [KOpIK mockakan Beyes 3a Heil. O6epHyBIIKCH Yepes Tieuo, BUKTopus cepauro
notpedoBara:

— HoBosnbHO 1I1yTUTH, JIyKac! [ToBTOpsiio, MHE HEOOXOIUMO OOCYIUTH C BAMH BaXXHOE JIEJIO.

— Torga He rOHUTE TaK CBOIO JIOMIAAb.

— 4 TonbKo xoTena n3dexarh pasropopa c yeau Pokcton. OHa CMOTPUT HAa MEHsI Tak, OyITo
el 4To-To Mpo MeHs u3BecTHO. Kcratu, u He oHa ofHa. IMeHHO 3To0 51 M XoTena 0OCyIUTh C BaMH,
Jlykac. B cBete yxe oOpaimaioT BHUMaHUEe Ha HAIIK. .. M-M... OTHOIIICHUS.

— Yero e BbI xkJay1? Bbl He Xyke MeHs 3HaeTe: CTOUT NapoyvKe MOTaHIIeBaTh BMECTe Ha Oaity
OobIIIe IBYX pa3, KaK KTO-TO yXke paclpoCcTpaHseT CIyX, YTO JO CBaAbObI HEAAJIEKO.

— Ho MBI He TaHLIEBaIM BMECTE.

— Huxkoro 310 He BonHyeT. Mbl OblJTM BMeCTe Ha HECKOJIBKMX Beuepax, ¥ STOrO BIIOJHE JIOCTa-
TOYHO. — OH NPUKOCHYJICS K NUTATIE, TIPUBETCTBYS MOKUITYIO JIe/IM, KOTOpasi B OTBET MPOHHULIATEIBHO
YIBIOHYJIACh.

— Bcee paBHo. TyT yx HU4ero He nogesaenib. S BeI3Basia Bac MOTOMY, YTO CETOAHSA MHE He IpeJl-
CTaBUTCSI APYTOM BOZMOKHOCTH ITOTOBOPUTH C BAMH HaeIMHE, & HAM HY)KHO KO€ B 4eM OOBSICHUTHCS.

— 3ITOro g u onacajcs.

— IMoxanyiicta, He cTpoiTe U3 cedsd MydeHUKa. Bbl caMu MpeyiokKuI MHE TPUKITIOYCHUS.
Bonee Toro, BbI HacTaMBaIM Ha CBOEM IpaBe COMPOBOXKAATh MEHs B MOJTYHOUYHBIX BbLTa3Kax. Mbl
3aKJIIOUMIIM CHEJIKY 1O Balllell uHunuaruse, Jlykac, — Beimamia Bukropusi.

Jlykac npuiiypuics:

— Tloxosxe, BbI coOMpaeTech MoXKaIoBaThCsl HA TO, KaK 51 BHITIOMHSIO CBOM 00s3aTesbeTBa. 1
cpakeH. Heyxenu BaM He TIOHPABWIIMCH T€ 1B MPHUKITIOUSHHUsI, PaJii KOTOPBIX s PUCKOBAJ pPyKaMH,
HOTaMH U CaMOM KU3HbBIO, IIepeMaxrBasi uepe3 CTeHy Ballero caaa?

— Bol ipekpacHo 3Haete, 4To 00a IMyTemecTBUsI Ha MPOIIION HeJlesie MHE MOKa3aIich BeChbMa
uHTepecHsIMU. Ho 51 paccunThiBana Ha Oosblinee.

— Y10 BB OKUAATN YBUIIETh, TPOOPABIINUCH B MUP MYKUUH?

BukTopusi B 3alyMYMBOCTH MTPUKYCHJIA HIKHIOW I'y0y.
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— 4l He Mory TOUHO Bam OTBETHUTH, MIJIOpA. HaBepHoe, 6orbIie MpuKIIioYeHuid. Bosbiie ocTphIx
OILIYIICHU.

— Bam masio nokasasioch OCTphIX OIIYIIEHUI U TPUKTIOYEHUI B Cpely Beuepom?

— VXuH B pecTopaHe Mo3JHO HOUbI0 — KOHEYHO, Becesio, He OTpuLian. Bo BesikoM cityyae, OblIo
BECEJIO, TIOKA TeX ABOMX IOHIIOB HE CTOLUHWJIO IPSMO HA IUIaThsl UX MPUATEIbHUL], TAHLIOBIINIL U3
orepsl. — [IpUroMHuUB 3Ty ClieHy, HalpoYb JIMIIMBIIYIO €€ alneTuTa, BUKTOpHs cocrpounia rpuMacky.

— MHe xayip pa3o4yapoBblBaTh Bac, BUKKM, HO mevyasipHasi UCTMHA 3aKJII0YAeTCsl B TOM, UTO
MYKYUHBI BPSIZ JIM TIOMOTYT OTKPHITh BaM sl ce0si uTo-To HOBOe. CoOpaBIvch BMecTe ITyOOKOi
HOYbIO, OHM TOJIBKO M JIeJIAloT, YTO NbloT. Kak Hacuer Haiedl skckypcuu B Bokcxonn — oHa Besb
MOHPABUJIACh BaM, BEpHO?

—Tl'ocniony, Jlykac, He HajielTech, UTO s YIOBJIETBOPIOCH ITpory/koi o Bokcxosty. Takoe npu-
JIMYHOE, TUXOE MECTO. §I Morya oTIpaBUTLCS TyAa ¢ AHHA0EUION Wi 000N JPYyrow MoApyrou, u
HUKTO ObI HE CYEJ 3TO CTPAHHBIM.

— Bynpre ke cnpaBeqyivBbl. Bbl monum B MykCKOM KOCTIOME, U BOKCXO/1 OTKpBLICS BaM
COBCEM C JIPYTOil CTOPOHBI.

— Bl yKJIOHsA€ETECH OT IPAMOTO pa3roBopa, JIykac, — teepno npousHecna Bukropus. — M nona-
rai, HaMEpPEHHO.

— O yeMm ke Bbl XOTUTE TOBOPUTH?

— O TOM, 4TO BHI JI0 CUX TIOP HE CBOJWJIM MEHSI HU B OIHO M3 TEX MECT, KOTOpblE 3Ha4yaTcs B
MOEM CIIHCKE.

— AX /1, Halll 3HAMEHUTBIN CIIMCOK. §1 omacascs, YTO CeroAHsIIHSSA BCTpeva NPUBEIET UMEHHO
K 3TOMY YEpPTOBY CITUCKY !

— Jlykac, BbI ke oOerany. Ber oGemanm MHe, 4To oBeieTe MeHsl TyAa, Kyaa 5 3axouy. Bmecto
3TOTrO Bbl HAMEPEHHO IBITATUCH OTOMTH Y MEHsI OXOTY K IPUKJTIOUeHUsIM, He Tak Ju? Jlaxke He Hajeu-
TECh, YTO I HE CyMEI0 pasrafarh Baul Tiad! Bbl paccunThIBaslv, YTO OMEP3UTENbHBIE CLIEHBI BPOJIE
TOH, KOTJa MOJIOJbIE JIOAM HAMWJIKCH A0 OLyPEeHUs, WK 3peuie OoKcepckoro Marya B Bokcxore
3aCTaBAT MEHS OTKa3aTbCsl OT MOETO cIucKa!

— 41 Tonpko XOTeN MOKa3aTh BaM, YTO Bac KAET, MPEKIE YeM MOIBEPrHyTh BAC HACTOALIEH
ornacHocTu. YTo KacaeTcss GOKCepPCKOro MaTya, o-MOoeMy, Bbl HUCKOJIBKO He OOMTECh KPOBH.

— Tak 51 u 3Hama! Bel xoTUTE, YTOOHI 51 YIOBIETBOPUIACH OE30MACHBIMHU PUKTIOUEHUSIMU. Y
BaC HMYEro He MOJy4uTCs, — poBo3riacuia Buktopus. — 9 TpeOyio, 4ToObl Bbl BBITOJIHIIIN BAIIH
o0s13aTeNIbCTBA. 3aBTPa K€ HOYBIO Mbl OTIIPABUMCS B OOp/Eb WM UTOPHBIN IPUTOH. §] HacTauBaio Ha
sToM. — OHa Mpocusiia, IpeBKyIas MpukiovyeHre. — [lonarao, MHe O0JbIIe TOHPABUTCS MTPUTOH.
PerieHo, Mbl 10JIKHBI TIOUTH B CAaMbIF HACTOSIIIIUI UTOPHBIH JIOM.

— Bam Tam He noHpasurcs, Bukku.

— IlpenocraBbTe MHE camOll pelarh, YTO OHPABUTCA MHE, a 4To HeT. MTak, 10roBOprucCh
WA MHE ITOUCKaTh APYroro CIyTHUKA?

Jlykac ¢ ynpiOKOI HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, IPUBETCTBYS €Ille OJHY BOCTPOITIa3yl0 MOXHUIYIO JIe/IH,
MPOILIBIBABIITYI0 MUMO B KapeTte. BHelltHe oH ObLT BOTUIOIIEHUEM JIIOOE3HOCTH, HO B €ro rojioce, Koraa
OH OTBETWJI Ha yrpo3y Bukropuu, 3By4an sen.

— He crout 6pocarbest yrpo3aMu, KOTOPBIX Bbl HE B COCTOSIHUM OCYIIECTBUTh, BUKKH.

Bukropus yxe 3Hana — ecnu Jlykac roBOpUT ¢ HEW TaKUM TOHOM, JIy4Ille BCErO OTCTYIUTh U
MOMBITATHCST JOOUTHCSI CBOETO MHBIM criocoOoM. OHa cepniack, BUIs, Kak Moj ee HaKUMOM OH CTa-
HOBUTCSI TOJIBKO JKECTUe U YBepeHHee, HO OH ObUI IPaB: IJe OHA HAW/IET APYroro CIyTHUKA, KOTOPHIH
MoKazas Obl el HOUHYIO KU3HbB?

Kpowme toro, ¢ KaxapM pa3oM MpoLIaIbHbIN MOLIETYI B HOUHOM Cafy M0CIe 3aBEPIIMBIIETOCs
MIPUKJTIOUEHHsI Bee Oostbiiie opadoman Buktopuio. Takux moreyeB HaCUMTHIBAIOCH yXKe JJBa TOCIe
CLIEHBI B cajly, KOrJja OHA BEPHYJIUCh C IPMapku, U BUKTOpUS Kuia NpeABKyIIEHUEM CJeLyIoLen
BCTpeu, Korja Jlykac BHOBb 3aKJIIOUHT €€ B CBOM OOBATHS.
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— Jlykac, BBl 3a0bIBaeTe, YTO B HAIIMX NPUKJTIOUEHUSIX IJIABHOE CJIOBO OCTAeTCsS 32 MHOW,
MIOCKOJIbKY MMEHHO s JOJKHAa NMpUHUMarh perieHus. Mrak, yTo Kacaercs ciedymoued Hauen
BbUIA3KH. .. YepT mobepu! — Bukropusi mprHyXIeHHO YAbIOHYIACh 3HAKOMOM Tape B MOPaBHSIBIIEHCS
C HUMH KoJsicke. HacmenmBo-mooomnsiTHbIE 11a3a 3abenbl PUKOTT risiaenu npsiMo e B JIUIIO.

N3zabenna cusiia CJIOBHO MaJIeHbKHIA, HO O€3yIPEeYHBIN JIparolieHHbI KaMeHb — CKOpee BCEro
pyOuH. PsijioM ¢ Hell iepkas BOXKH ee TIOCTOSIHHBIN CIyTHUK Pudapa DmxBopT. MUHYBIIMM Beue-
pom BHKTOpHS MO3HaKOMHJIACh C HAM, HO OH He MpOW3BeN Ha Hee ocoboro Bnevarienus. [pu-
3HAThCsA, €€ YAUBUJIIO, nouemy M3abesuia, y KOTOpoi ObUT OOJBIION BHIOOP, MPEANodsia IMEHHO €ro.

C nepBoro B3IVIA/1a HUKAKUX OCOOBIX HEIOCTATKOB B HEM HE 3aMeyasioch. DIKBOPT ObLI CBET-
JIOBOJIOC, KPacuB CTaHJAPTHOW KpacoTtoil. EMy HeaBHO MUHYJIO TpuaLaTh, M BUKTOpHS monarana,
YTO K COPOKA rofjaM OH YTPAaTUT CBOIO BHEIIHIOI MPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTh. B ero rmasax 3aserna TeHb
YI'PIOMO¥ HEYIOBJIETBOPEHHOCTH, KaK OyaTO DIKBOPT YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0sI BEUHO OOMAHYTHIM KU3HBIO.
Bsinas, kakasi-to 6e3BOJIbHAS JIMHKS €70 PTa YKa3blBasla HAa OTCYTCTBHUE BHYTPEHHEN CHIIBI.

Y BukTtopun MeJIbKHYJIA MBICTIb:  CIIPABEIMBA JI OHA K STOMY YeJIOBEKY, BE/Ib OHA HEBOJIBHO
cpaBHMBaJa ero ¢ Jlykacom.

— Bukkwu, nmoporasi, 1o0pblil 1eHs, — nporederana M3adenna, — Kak IpUsATHO CHOBA TOBCTpe-
YarbCsl ¢ TOOOM.

— K Bammm ycnyram, muicc XaHTUHITOH, — OypKHYJT DKBOPT. BHICTPO CKOJNMB3HYB B3MISIOM
o Jlykacy, oH oTBeJ 1J1a3a B CTOPOHY. — 3/1paBcTByiiTe, CTOyHBEWI.

— 3apaBcTByiTE, DKBOPT.

[NouyBcTBOBAB NPOOEKABIINI MEXIY MY KUMHAMH XOJIOIOK, BUKTOpUS BIyIsiienach B HEmpo-
Hunaemoe uio Jlykaca u, Kak Bceraa, He CMoriia pasrajiath ero 4yBctBa. OHa ObICTpO 00epHYIach
k Nzabenne Pukort:

— Kakas y Bac npesectHas NUISMNKa, Jeau PUKoTT. Bol He ckaxerte, r/ie Bbl €€ KYIUIn?

— C ynoonbcrBueM. MarasuHuuk Ha Okcdopa-crput. MoxkeTr ObITb, MBI TOOOITAEM CETOIHS
BaBoeM? Y Jsienmu ATepTOH HameuaeTcsl HeOOJBIIION MTprUeM.

— IIpomury npoireHus, HO s 3aHATA, — OTBETUIIA BUKTOpHSI, MPUNIOMMHAS, YTO HECKOJIBKO THEN
Ha3a/1 OTKa3asiach OT npurianienus. arepecHo, npunsii i ero JIykac? — ¥V MeHs Ha cerogHs apyrue
rianbl. Kak-HuOynb B claeayonmii pas.

— Kak-HuOynp. .. — noBTopmia ey PUKOTT U, 3arafoyHo yiablOHYBIIHCH Jlykacy, MaxHyna
PYKOH CBOEMY TOKJIOHHHUKY, YTOOBI TOT HAIpPaBWII JIOIIAAeH Ha OOKOBYIO JOPOXKY. [ToBUHYSICh €,
SMKBOPT YyTh MOAXJIECTHYI JIOIIAAEH, U3SIIITHO B3MAaXHYB 3aTSIHYTBIMH B Cepble IIepUaTkyi pyKaMu.

— Bawm He oueHb-TO HpaBUTCA Jeau Pukott, — 3ameri Jlykac, Kak TOJIBKO KapeTa OThexaa.

— A Bam, cyzis o BCeMy, He 0YeHb-TO HPABUTCSI MUCTEP DIKBOPT, — OTKJIMKHY/IACh BUKTOpUSI.

— Hudero cepbe3noro, HeGoJbInas ccopa 3a KApTOYHBIM CTOJIOM.

BukTopus uckoca rsiHysIa Ha HEro:

— Bol BMecTe urpasim B KapThl?

— Tonbko oauH pa3. OH 11ysep.

BuxkTopus Ob1a nmotpsicena:

— DmxBopt — mynep?! Iomymats Tonbko! Kak ke eMy pa3pemniaior urparb B Kiyoe?

Jlykac crnequi 3a KapeToy, MoKa Ta He CKPbLIach 3a IEPEBbSIMU:

— Ero emie HuKTO He noiimaii. OH OYeHb JIOBKUH 1IIyJIep.

— Yro *e cIyumioch B TOT Beuep, KOra Bbl UTPAIK ¢ HUM? — Cropasi OT JIIOOOMBITCTBA, HACTa-
rnBaia Bukropus.

[opbkast ycMenka mosiBIIach Ha ero ryoax.

—IMocpenu urpel, Koraa s ye J0BOJIbHO MHOTO MTPOUTPaJl, MHE yIaJIOCh PACCHITIATh BCIO KOJIOLY
kapt. Camo coOOM, HaM TYT ke MPUHECIA HOBYIO KOJIOAY.

— B m36aBmitich ot KparuieHsix kapt? [orpsicatomme! — Buktopus 6bu1a B Boctopre. — U toraa
SMKBOPT Npourpan?
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— Jla. B nmyx u npax.

— BenukoneniHo! Bot Bugumte, Jlykac, momoOHOE MPUKTIOUYEHHUE S U XOTella Obl IIePeKUTh.

— Co cropoHbl cMOTpeTh ObUIO He Ha uTo. KapThl ynanu Ha nost. DKBOPT ITISHY HA MeHs. S
MBICJIEHHO BO3HEC OylarogapHOCTh HebecaM 3a TO, UTO BOBPEMSI MOHSLI, YTO TYT NMPOUCXOAUT, U He
yCIIeJ TIPOUTPATh CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

— Bort-BoT, a camu coOupaetech JUIIUTh MEHS CTOJb YBJIEKAaTeIbHOTO MPUKJIIoYeHHs. — BUK-
TOPUSI HAXMYPUJIACh. — ITa UTPa — NIEPBOE Ballle CTOJIKHOBEHUE C DKBOPTOM ?

— Ilouemy BBI cripamuBaere?

— He 3Hat0. Bl Kak-TO CTpaHHO MOCMOTpPENH APYT Ha Apyra. MHe MoKa3aiock, YTO Bbl IaBHO
3HaKOMBI. BripoueM, He BaxHO. Bo3Bpailasch K Halemy pasroBopy. ..

— A mouemy BHI He mooute N3ademty Pukort?

BuxkTopus npukycuna ryoy:

— 370 TaK 3aMeTHO?

Jlykac packiaHsiics ¢ elie oJJHOM Mapou U CKazall:

— TonbKo A5 TOrO, KTO XOPOIIIO Bac 3HaeT. A s yke Hay4dusIcs IOHUMATh Bac, JOoporasi.

— Y MeHs HeT HUKaKUX MTPUYHH TUI0XO K Hell OTHOCUThCSI. Hac MO3HaKOMMITH HECKOJTBKO He/IeNb
Ha3aj, HO OHA Cpa3y jKe 3asBWJIA, YTO OHA CTapasl MpUATEIbHUIIA MOEH MaMbl M1 MOETo OTYMMa. —
BuxTopus He XoTesa 3aX0AUTD CJMIIKOM JIAJIEKO B OOBSICHEHHUSIX.

— Bammmm otrunmom 6611 Camioa11b YUTIOK?

— Ja.

— Bbl HU c71OBOM He OOMOJIBUIIMCH O CBOEH CeMbe, eCli He cuuTaTh TeTio Kiieo, — 3amerin
Jlykac.

— Mos cembs He ripeamMeT [yist oOcyxaeHus1. OTKyaa BaM U3BECTHO UM MOEro oTunma, Jlykac?

— Kaxercs, mHe Ha3piBasia ero [lxeccuka ATepToH.

— Jla, koHeuHo. — ['onoc Buktopuu nporuy.

— Yrto-TO He Tak? — JacKoBO cripocu ee Jlykac.

— Her, nHer, Bce xopoto.

— Bukku, He 3a0bIBaiiTe, 1 Bamn apyr. M Hameioch OMHAXABI CTaTh BAIllUM BO3JIOOJIEHHBIM.
[Touemy Ol BaM HEe IOTOBOPUTH CO MHOW OTKPOBEHHO?

BuxTopus pe3ko odepHysiach, UyBCTBYS, KaK ee IEeKH 3aIlbUlaId PyMSHIIEM.

— Boxe moii, JIykac, Kak MOKHO 00Cy)JaTh MogoOHbIe Bemy nocpeau mapka! K tomy ke He
SICHO, KakK JaJibliie OyayT pa3BUBAThCS HAIIM OTHOIIEHUs. ByapTe Tak 1oOpbl, He BooOpaskaiTe o cede
yepecuyp MHOTO.

— Bam He moHpaBMIIOCh, YTO MBI ¢ [)keccukoit oOcyxaamu Bac?

— Jla, HE TOHPABUJIOCH.

— Ee BbI TOXe HegomoOmBaere?

— He 10 ut0081 HeromoOMMBal0. .. f] yXe Kak-To FOBOpMIIa BaM, YTO Y HAC MaJIo OOIIEro, OIHAKO
sl HIYero He uMero MpoTtuB Hee. Kak MoxHO He moOUTh oOpasell Beex noo0poneresneii? — Bukropus
nepeBeJia JibixaHve. — Bbl JaBHO 3HAKOMBI C HEl?

— C Ixeccukoit AteptoH? Y:ke HECKOJIBKO JieT. Mbl ObUTH 3HAKOMBI €I1le JI0 e 3aMyKeCTBa C
ATepTOHOM.

«YTO-TO TauTCs B UX OTHOIIEHUSIX, OH SIBHO YTO-TO CKPBbIBAET», — MoAymMasa Bukropus, npu-
caymmBasich K rosiocy Jlykaca. OHa He 3Hasa, Kak BhIBEJATh Y HETO MHTEPECYIOIIUE MOAPOOHOCTH,
Y TIOTOMY TIepeMeHIUIa TEMY.

— JliobonbITHO, uTO Jienmu PUkoOTT Harwia B DmkBopre? — 3ameTuia oHa. — HaBepHoe, oHa He
3HAET, KaK OH UTPaeT B KapThI.

— Jla y, HaBepHoe.

— Kak Bce-Taku xoporiio ObITh BIOBOW! — B310XHY/Ia BukTopus.

[Tocnennee 3amMeyanue NpUBJIEKJIO BHUMaHue JIykaca.
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— Yro, yept nodepu, Bbl UIMeeTe B BUIY?

— [onumaere, neau PukoTT, pacriopsikasich COCTOSHEEM IO CBOEMY YCMOTPEHHIO, 00agaer
ropasno OOJIbIIeH CBOOOION, HEKEIH 51, OHA Jake MOXET MO3BOJIMThL ceOe BHIOpaTh TIOOOBHUKA !

— OO0 3TOM 1 He oAyMaJl, — MojABJIEHHO TiporoBopu Jlykac.

— A g nymana. MHoro pa3. [TockombKy 5 He 3aMyskeM, s1 CJIOBHO HaXOXKyCh IOJ], HAOJIOIeHHEeM
Y JIOJDKHA BCE BpeMs CIIpaIlBaTh ceOs, a 9To CKaxyT B cBeTe. B MoeM Bo3pacTte 51 Bce eliie 00s13aHa
Oepeub cBoto perytanuio. A M3abenna PUKOTT BipaBe pa3be3kaTh MO MAPKy B OJHOM KOJSCKE C
SIKBOPTOM U TAHLEBATh C HUM, U OTIIPABUTHLCS B €0 KOMIIAHUU IOMOM, KOTJa 3aKOHUUTCS BeYep y
ATepTOHOB, M HUKOMY JIO HUX HET jeja. boxke, 10 yero HecripaBeyIuBO YCTPOEH MUp!

— BaMm ocraercs TONbKO BBHIMTH 3a MEHS 3aMYXK M ITOTUXOHBKY MEHSI OTPaBUTh — M TOTJA BbI
TOXE HACJIAJUTECh BCEMH MpaBaMH OOraToi BAOBYIIKH!

BuKTOpHS HErPOMKO paccMesach:

— WutepecHas Mbicab. BripoyeMm, s1 HE CKJIOHHA BBIXOAWUTH 3aMYXK Jake pajy MEpCHEKTHBBI
MPEBPATUThCS B OOraTyio U CBOOOIHYIO BIOBYIIIKY.

Jlykac npucrajibHO MIOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee:

— Ecnu MBI Bee yske 00CyInim, HaM JIydllle Terneph paccTaTbes. Mbl CITUIIIKOM JIOJTO KaTtaeMcst
BMecTe, a Mbl BeJlb He coOOMpaeMcsi MpUBJIeKaTh BHUMAHUE K HAIIUM. .. M-M. .. OTHOIICHHSIM.

— Jla-na, BBI cOBepILIeHHO MpaBbl. — Kak el ceffuac xotenock Obl 001a1aTh TOW CBOOOIOM, KOTO-
poil Hacnaxpaanack M3zademna Pukort. Ho onu ¢ Jlykacom yxke BbIHYXAEHBI TIpoIIaThcst. — MuHYy-
TOuKy, Jlykac. Uto kacaercs cieayiomero Halero NpuKJIoUeHus, s AEUCTBUTEIbHO HACTAMBAIO0 Ha
yeM-HHUOY/Ib IOMHTEpecHee pecTopaHa uin Bokcxosa. 3aBTpa HOUBIO, TIOC/E TOrO Kak MoObIBAIo B
roctsix y YwumHrBopToB, st Oyay *JaTh Bac B cajly TETUHOTO JOMA, U sl O4€Hb PACCUMTHIBAIO MOTACTh
I10 KpailHel Mepe B UTOPHBIM JIOM.

CToyHBel MPUTTOAHST OPOBH, PACCIIBIIIAB B €€ TOJIOCe MPUKa3:

— Bainie xenanue 111 MeHs 3akoH, Buktopus! Ho 51 Hazieoch yBUIETh Bac ellle CerojiHs Beue-
poM Ha siekuuu ['pumiio.

JIu1o ee pacmiibUIOCh B YIIBIOKE.

— Bac Tak 3aMHTepecoBasio COCTOAHME 3eMieeus B Mopkimmpe?

— YT0 TYT CMeLHoro?

Omna noxaJna rjie4amu:

— Her, xoHEUHO, HUYETO.

Jlykac, mporasch, NPpUTPOHYJICS K MOJISIM CBOEH IILISTIBL:

— Bynpre HacTopoxe, Buktopust. Bel emie MHOTrOro 060 MHe He 3naete. Jlo Beuepa.

[Ipesx e uem oHa HalwIa JOCTOMHBINA OTBET, OH NMOBEPHY.I [IKOpAka U MOCKakall poyb OT Hee.
BuxTopusi cMoTpena emy Beliell, TIOKa ee He OKJIMKHYyJa AHHaOesa Jlnnasyn. CTpsxHyB ¢ cebs
CTpaHHOE, JI0cesie HE3HAKOMOe 4yBCTBO, BUKTOpHS nocnenmia HaBcTpeuy Nojapyre.

Housto nocne nekimu ['pumino Bukropus kpagyduch mpodpaiach Mo OKyTAaHHOMY TEMHOTOM
JOMY U BOIIUIa B OpaHkepelo. biieaHblii CBET JIyHbl IPOHUKAJ B OKHO, 9K30THUECKUE pacTeHUs Ka3a-
JIMCh OCOOBIM, CTPAHHBIM M TPEBOKHBIM MHPOM.

BukTtopus yxe npuBbIK/Ia K NPUYYUIMBBIM JKYHIJISIM, B KOTOpbIE ITpeBpalliajiach 0 HOYaM
opamxkepesi. OHa mocrnenmiaa K OOKOBOW JABepU M BhIOpasiach B caja. HouHO# BO3myX ObLT Mpomnu-
TaH MPOXJIAJION, MOl HOTAMU OHA OIIyIlaja ChIPYIO TpaBy. BUKTOpHSA noMeuniIa, CUIIACh Pa3InYUTh
Jlykaca BO Mpake, HO, KaKk Bcer/a, He OOHapykua ero 0o Tex op, MoKa OH He MOLIEBEIIHICS.

Jlykac BbIIIIeNT M3 CBOETO YKPBITUSI Y CTEHBI — TEMHasi Ipo3Hasi (purypa, ¢ HOr 70 TOJIOBBI 00J1a-
YyeHHasi B uepHoe. HauunienHsie 10 6ecka 60ThOpPTHI CUSLI 1aKe TP CBETe JIyHBI. JIUIO ero cKphbl-
BaJia TeHb. BUKTOpHS THXOHBKO B3[I0XHYJIA, U IPEAYYBCTBUE MTPUKJIIOUEHUI C CUJION TTOTHAJIO KPOBb
IO ee JKUJIaM, APOXKb BOJTHEHUS Mpode:kasa o ee Tey.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.

56


https://www.litres.ru/amanda-kvik/kapitulyaciya-40215351/

	Пролог
	Глава 1
	Глава 2
	Глава 3
	Глава 4
	Глава 5
	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

