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Makcum I'opbkui
Bacca 7Keae3noBa (COOpHEK)

®oma I'opaees

Anmony Ilaenosuuy Yexosy
M. I'opvkuii

I

Jler mecTbaecAaT TOMy Ha3aj, Korja Ha Bosre co cka304HOI0 OBICTPOTOM CO37aBaTUCh MUJLIU-
OHHBIE COCTOSIHUSI, — HA OJIHOM U3 Oapyk Ooraya kymia 3aeBa ciyxui Bogonuom Urnat ['oprees.

CubHBIN, KPACUBBIN U HETTIYIIbI, OH ObLT OHUM U3 TeX JIIo[el, KOTOPHIM BCEr/a U BO BCEM
COIMYTCTBYET yjiaua — He IIOTOMY, YTO OHH TAJIAHTJIUBBI ¥ TPYJOJIIOOUBBI, @ CKOpee MOTOMY, 4To, 00J1a-
Jasi OrPOMHBIM 3aIlacOM SHEPIUU, OHU MO MyTH K CBOMM LIEJISIM He YMEIOT — JJake He MOTYT — 3a/1y-
MBIBaThCsl HaJl BHIOOPOM CPE/ICTB U HE 3HAIOT MHOTO 3aKOHA, KpoMe CBoero skenanus. MHorga oHu
CO CTPaxoM T'OBOPAT O CBOEH COBECTH, TIOPOI0 UCKPEHHO My4YaloTcsi B OopbOe ¢ Hell, — HO COBECTb
HeroOeJMMa JIUIIb TSl CIa0BIX JIyXOM; CUJIbHBIE JKe, OBICTPO OBJIAJICBas €10, TOpadoIIaIoT €e CBOMM
uesissM. OHU PUHOCST el B KePTBY HECKOJIbKO OECCOHHBIX HOUEI; 4 €CIIU CITyYUTCsl, YTO OHA OJ0JIEEeT
UX Iy, TO OHU, MOOEKIEHHBIE €10, HUKOTAa He ObIBAIOT pa30UTHI U TaK ke CHJIBHO KUBYT TOJ ee
HAYyaJIoM, KaK XXWIA U O3 Hee. ..

B copok nier ot pogy UrHar ['opaeeB cam ObUT COOCTBEHHMKOM TpeX MapOXOIOB U JIECATKA
6apx. Ha Bonre ero yBaxanu, kak 6oraya ¥ yMHOTO 4eJIOBeKa, HO Jaiu eMy rpo3Buine — [Habiii,
100 KU3Hb €ro He TeKJIa POBHO, 10 MPSIMOMY PYCITy, KaK Yy IPYTUX JIofiel, eMy MOA0OHBIX, a TO U JIEJI0,
MSTEKHO BCKUTIasi, Opocajiach BOH U3 KOJIEH, B CTOPOHBI OT HAKUBBI, IJIABHOM 11EJTH CYIIIECTBOBAHMUS.
Brio kak 6wl Tpoe ['opneeBbix — B Tenie MrHata sxvmv Tpu iy, OjiHa U3 HUX, caMmasi MOITHAs, Oblia
TOJIBKO KaJiHa, U, Korja VrHat moquuHsIIcs ee BeJICHUsIM, — OH ObUT IIPOCTO YeJIOBEK, OXBAaUCHHBIN
HEYKPOTUMOM CTPACTBIO K paboTe. DTa CTPACTh ropesia B HEM JIHM U HOUM, OH BCEIIEJIO TOTJIONIAJICS
€10 U, XBaTasl BCIOLYy COTHHU U TBICSYM PyOJieid, Ka3aaoch, HUKOTJa HE MOT HACBITUTHLCS IIEJIECTOM U
3BOHOM JeHer. OH MeTaJics o Bosre BBepx 1 BHU3, YKPEIUsisl U pa30pachiBasi CETH, KOTOPHIMU JIOBUIT
30JI0TO: CKyMaJI O JIEPEBHAM XJieO, BO3WII ero B PRIOMHCK Ha CBOMX Oapikax; 0OMaHbIBaJI, UHOTIA HE
3amMevall 3TOro, MOpoK — 3amMmevall, TOPKECTBYs, OTKPBHITO CMESIICS HaJl OOMaHYTHIMH U, B OE3yMUM
JKaX[Ipl IEHer, BO3BbIIIAJICA 0 Mo33uu. Ho, oTaaBasi Tak MHOTO CHIIBI TOW MOTOHE 3a pyOlsieM, OH
He ObLT JKaJleH B Y3KOM CMBbIC/Ie TIOHATHUS U Jake, MHOTAA, OOHAPYKMBAJ UCKPEHHEe PaBHOAYILIUE K
CBOEMY UMYIIIECTBY.

OpnHaxpl, BO BpeMs Jienoxona Ha Boire, oH crostm Ha Oepery W, BUjsl, Kak Jie JIOMaeT
€ro HOBYIO TPUALATUIISATUCAXKEHHYIO OapKy, IPUTUCHYB ee K OOphIBUCTOMY Oepery, pUroBapuBal
CKBO3b 3YOBbI:

—Tak ee!.. Hy-ka eme... :xmu-gasu!.. Hy, eme pa3zok!..

— Yro, Urnar, — cripocust ero kKyM MasikuH, — BbDKMMAET JIeA-TO y TeOs U3 MOIIHBI ThICSIY
IeCATD, 9TaK?

— Huuero! Emie cro Haxusem!.. Tl misiau, kak padotaet Bonra-to! 3popoBo? Ona, MaTyIKa,
BCIO 3eMJTI0 MOKET Pa3BOPOTHUTD, KaK TBOPOT HOXOM, — Iisiau! Bot e «Bosippias» Most! Beero onny
BOy MoruiaBana. .. Hy, cripaBuM, 4to i1, HOMUHKY eii?

Bapxky pasmaBwio. IrHat ¢ KyMoM, cUjisi B TpaKTHpe, Ha Oepery, M BOAKY M CMOTpPENU B
OKHO, KaK BMECTE CO JIbJOM M0 peKe HeCIUCh OONMOMKH «BosipbIHm».
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— Xauko nocyny-to, Urnar? — cnpocun MasikuH.

— Hy, vero x xanets? Bonra nana, Bonra u B3sia. .. Yaii, He pyku MHE OTOPBAJIO. ..

— Bcee-taku. ..

—Yto — Bce-taku? JlagHo, XOTh caM BUjIEN, KaK BCE JIeNalioch, — BIiepel — HayKa! A BOT, Korja
y MeHs «Bonrapb» ropes, — xka’jko, He Bujai 5. Yaii, kakas KpacoTta, Korja Ha Bojie, TEMHOU HOYbIO,
9TAaKWH KOCTpUIIIE MbLTaeT, a? Bonplnymii mapoxonuHa Obu. . .

— Byaro Toxe He noxanen?

— TTapoxon? IMapoxox — *kanko ObUIO, TOYHO... Hy, 1a Beapb 3TO IIymocTh OAHA — KaJIOCTh!
Kaxkoii Tonk? [1naupb, noxainyii: ciessl noxapa He norymar. [lyckail ux — napoxoapt ropsr. I — xots
BCE cropu — tuieBaTh! ['opena Obl qymia k padorte. .. Tak jau?

— H-pa, — ckazan Masikun, ycmexasch. — 9TO Tl KpENKHe cJIoBa TOBOpUIlIb. .. 1 KTo Tak roBo-
PHT — €ro XOTb JIOTOJIa Pa3/ieHb, OH Bce OoraT OyJer. . .

OtHocsch (punococku K motepssm Toicsid, VIrHaT 3Ham HEeHy KakJI0i KOMEWKH; OH Jaxke
HUIIM TIO/IaBaJI PEIKO U TOJIBKO TeM, KOTOpPbIe ObLITM COBEPIIIEHHO HeCIIOCOOHHI K pabote. Ecim xe
MUJIOCTBIHIO TTPOCUJT YEJIOBEK MaJIO-MaJIbCKU 3710pOBblIii, IrHaT cTporo ropopui:

— INpoBanusaii! Eme paborars MOXellb, — MOJX BOT JBOPHUKY MOEMY MOMOTY HaBO3 yOparh
— CEMHUIIIHUK JaM.

B nepuonpl yBiedeHus: paboToi OH K JIOASM OTHOCHIICSI CYPOBO M O€3:KaJIOCTHO, — OH U cede
TIOKOSI He J1aBaJl, JIOBs pyosu. M BAPYr — OOBIKHOBEHHO 3TO CIy4ajoch BECHOM, KOT/Ia BCE Ha 3eMJie
CTAQHOBUTCS TaK 00AsATENIbHO KPACHMBO M YE€M-TO YKOPU3HEHHO JIACKOBBIM BeeT Ha JYIIy C sICHOTO
HeOa, — Vrnat T'opzeeB kak Obl YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OH HE XO35IMH CBOETO Jef1a, a Hu3kuid pad ero. OH
3ayMbIBAJICS U, TIHITJIMBO TOTJIS/IBIBAsI BOKPYT ceOs1 M3-TIO/I TYCTBIX, HAXMYPEHHBIX OPOBEH, LIEIBIMU
JOHSIMU XOIIWJI YTPIOMBIN U 37101, TOYHO CIpAIMBAasi MOTYa O YeM-TO U 00sICh CIIPOCHTH BeimyX. Toraa
B HEM MPOCHINaiach Ipyras Ayma — OyiHas U MOXOTIMBAsi IyIla pa3ApakeHHOrO TONOJ0M 3BEps.
Jlep3kuii co BCeMH M IIMHUYHBIN, OH MMWJI, pa3BpaTHUYAJ U CIIAUBAJT IPYTUX, OH MTPUXOANI B UCCTYII-
JIeHWe, 1 B HEM TOYHO BYJIKaH rpsi3u Bckunai. Kazanoch, oH OeleHo pBeT Te Lienu, KOTOpble caM Ha
ce0s1 CKOBaJI M1 HOCHT, PBET UX 1 OECCUIIEH pa3opBaTh. BCKIIOKOUEHHBIH, IPS3HBIH, C JIUIIOM, OIyXIITUM
OT IIbSIHCTBA U OECCOHHBIX HOUEH, ¢ O€3yMHBIMH IJIa3aMU, OTPOMHBIN M PEBYILIUI X PUTLIBIM T'OJIOCOM,
OH HOCHWJICS 10 TOPO/Ly M3 OIHOTO BepTemna B APYrou, He cuuTas Opocall AeHbIY, TUTaKasl Moj TIeHHe
3ayHBIBHBIX TIECEH, TUIsiCasl M OMJT KOTO-HUOY/Ib, HO HUTJIE M HU B Y€M He HAXOIWJI YCIIOKOCHHUSI.

O ero KyTexax B ropoJe CO3[aBaJIMCh JIETE€H/Ibl, Er0 CTPOro OCYKAaIh, HO HUKTO HUKOI/IA He
OTKa3bIBAJICS OT €r0 MPUIJIAILIEHUS] Ha OPruM. Tak OH kWil HeeassMU. Y HeoxKUIaHHO SABISIICSA JOMOW
ele Bech MPONMTAHHBIH 3araxoM KabakoB, HO yKe MoAaBIeHHbIN 1 TuXuil. CO CMUPEHHO OIyIIeH-
HBIMH TJIa3aMU, B KOTOPBIX T€NIepb TOPEJ CThI, OH MOJTYA CITYIIA YIPEKH KEHbI, CMUPHBIH U TYIIOM,
Kak OBIIa, YXO/IWJI K ceOe B KOMHATY U TaM 3anupajics. [1o HeckonbKy 4acoB Kpsily OH BbICTaUBa Ha
KOJIEHsIX Tpel 00pa3amMu, OMyCTHUB TOJIOBY HA TPy/b; OECIIOMOIIHO BUCEH €r0 PyKH, CIIMHA Cruda-
J1ach, ¥ OH MOJTYaJI, Kak Obl He cMest MOUThes. K ABepsiM Ha IBIIOYKax MOIXOAMIIA KeHa U CIyIIaa.
Tskenble B3/I0XU Pa3JaBajvcCh 3a IBEPhIO — B3JOXH JIOMIAIH, YCTAION U OOTBHOM.

— T'ocnogu! Tl — BuauIb!.. — iyxo mentai Wruar, ¢ cusiol npuxumMasi K IUPOKON TPyau
JIaJJOHMU.

Bo 1HM moOKasiHUS OH MUJT TOJNBKO BOAY M e pxkaHoH xyied. ’KeHa yTpom craBuia K JBEpH
€ro KOMHaThl OOJIBIIION rpaduH Bofbl, (hyHTa ToTOpa Xj1eda u conb. OH OTBOPSLT ABEPh, Opall 3Ty
Tpare3y U cHOBa 3anupaics. Ero He Gecriokoniy B 9T0 BpeMs, Jaxe n30erayiu rnornagarhcsi Ha rjasa
eMy... Uepe3 HECKOIBKO JJHE! OH CHOBA SIBJISLJICS Ha OMpiKe, ITyTWJI, CMESICS, TPUHUMAT TTOAPSIIbI
Ha IMOCTABKY XJie0a, 30pPKUii, KaK OMBITHBINA XUIITHUK, TOHKWUI 3HATOK BCETO, YTO KAcajioch Jea.

Ho Bo Bcex Tpex mosocax xu3Hu Mraara He MOKUJAJIO0 OTHO CTPACTHOE KeJIaHWE — KeJIaHHue
MMETb CbIHA, U YEM CTapee OH CTAHOBUWJICS, TEM CUJIbHEE kesasl. YacTo Mex/ly HUM U KEHOH IPOouC-
xoauiu Takue Gecenpl. [loyTpy, 3a yaem, WM B TOJIZIEHb, 32 00€I0M, OH, XMYPO B3IJISIHYB Ha XeHY,
TOJICTYIO, PACKOPMJIEHHYIO JKEHIIMHY, C PyMSIHBIM JIMLIOM U COHHBIMM IJ1a3aMH, CIIpallIBal €e:
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— YT0, HUYEro He YYBCTBYEIIIb?

Oma 3HaJ1a, 0 YeM OH CHpAIIUBaJl, HO HEM3MEHHO OTBevasa:

— Kak mue He uyBcTBOBaTh? Kynaku-to y Teds — BOHa Kakue, Kak TUpH. ..

— 41 mpo upeBoO crpammBaw, aypa. ..

— Ot Takoro 6010 pa3Be MOKHO MOHECTH ?

— He ot 6010 THI HE poaUIIIb, 2 OTTOTO, UTO JKpellh MHOTo. Habbers cebe Oproxo BCAKOU MUIIen
— peOeHKY U HerJie 3apOAUThCS.

— Bynro s He ponuna tede?..

— JeBok-To! — ykopuszneHHo roBopwi Urnat. — Mue chiHa Hajo! Tlonumaeins Tei? ChiHa,
Hacnennuka! Komy s mocie cmeptu karmuran cagam? Kro rpex moit 3amonut? B MOHACTBIPb, UTO Jib,
Bce otnark? JlameHo um, — Oynet yxk! Tebe octaButh? Monenblyiia Thl, — Thl, 1 BO XpaMe CTOs,
0 KyJieOsIKax qyMaelib. A TIOMpY 5 — OMATh 3aMYK BBIHJCIIb, MOMAAyT TOT/Ia MOU JICHBI'U KaKOMY-
HUOYIb AypaKy, — ajiv s AJIs1 3TOro padoTain? DX ThI. ..

U ero oxBarpiBasia 37100Hast TOCKA, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO JKU3Hb €ro OeclielibHa, eC/I He OyaeT
y HEro ChIHa, KOTOPBII MTPOIOJIKAIT OBI ee.

3a [eBsITh JIET CYNpyKeCcTBa JKeHa pOIuJia eMy YeThIpex jJoueper, Ho Bce onu ymepnu. C Tpe-
METOM OXHJask poxkieHus1, IrHaT MaJio ropeBalt 00 X CMEpTH — OHM ObLITM He HYXHBI eMy. JKeHy oH
OWJ y’Ke Ha BTOPOU rofi CBaAbObI, OMJT CHAaYasa Moj MbsHYI0 PyKY B 0e3 3710051, a MMPOCTO MO TOCIIO-
BUIIE: «JTIOOU KeHY — KaK JIYIIy, TPsCH €€ — KaK IPyIIy»; HO IMOCJIe KakAbIX POJOB y HEero, oOMaHy-
TOTO B OXUJIAHUSIX, pa3ropaiach HEHABHUCTh K JKeHE, M OH YXe OWJI ee C HaclIaXJIeHUEM, 3a TO, UTO
OHA HE POIUT €My ChIHA.

OpHaxpl, HaxXomsACh 1o jaenam B CaMapckoi TyOepHHMH, OH TMOJTYYHJI M3 JAOMa OT POJHBIX
JeTIeTiTy, U3BEIaBIIYIO er0 O CMepTH skeHbl. OH NIepeK peCcTHIICS, TIOIyMaJl ¥ Hancan Kymy MasikuHy:

«XopoHute 6e3 MeHs1, HaOJTIoIal 32 UMYIIIECTBOM. . . »

[ToTtoM OH moIIIeN B IEPKOBD CYKUTh MAHUXKIY U, IOMOJMBIINCH O YIIOKOGHUH Ty HOBO-
MPEeCTaBJICHHON AKWJIMHBI, PEIINT MMOCKOpee KEeHUThCS.

B 10 Bpems emy ObLIO COPOK TpH rojia; BHICOKHIA, INMPOKOIJICUHIA, OH TOBOPHII TYCTHIM 0acoM,
KaK IIPOTOIbSIKOH; OOJIBIIIUE TJ1a3a €r0 CMOTPEJN U3-TI0/I TEMHBIX OPOBEH CMEJIO M YMHO; B 3aropesioMm
JmIe, oOpocCIeM T'yCTOW YepHON OOpOIoil, M BO BCEl ero MOITHOM (purype ObLJIO MHOTO PYCCKOM,
3JI0POBOM M TPyOOH KPacOThI; OT €ro TUIABHBIX JBUKEHUI U HETOPOIUIMBOM TOXOIKH BEsJIO CO3HA-
HUeM cribl. JKEeHIIMHAM OH HPaBWJICS M He n30eray ux.

He npomuto monyroga co JAHS CMEpTH KeHbI, KaK OH yXke TOCBAaTaJICsA K JI0Uepy 3HAKOMOTO
eMy TIO JieJlaM ypaJIbCKOro Ka3zaka-crapooopsiaia. OTell HeBeCThl, HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4To WrHart Obut
1 Ha Ypajie U3BECTeH KakK «IIaJlblii» 4esIOBeK, BblJad 3a Hero j1oub. Ee 3Basmm Hatanbs. Bricokas,
CTpOWHAs, C OrPOMHBIMH TOTYOBIMU TJIa3aMH M YTMHHOW TEMHO-PYCOW KOCOM, OHa ObLTa JOCTOMHOM
napoii kpacaily MIrHaty; a OH TOpIWICsl CBOE KEHOW U JIIOOUT ee JII0OOBBIO 37I0POBOTIO caMIla, HO
BCKOpE HavaJl 3a[yMUMBO U 30PKO MPUCMATPUBATLCS K HEM.

VipIOka penko SABJSAIACh Ha OBAJILHOM, CTPOTO MPABWJIBHOM JIMIIE €rO KeHbI, — BCerja OHa
Aymalia O 4eM-TO, U B TONyOBIX ee IJ1a3ax, XOJIOJHO CHOKOWHBIX, TIOPON CBEPKAJIO YTO-TO TEMHOE,
HeJnoauMoe. B cBOOOIHOE OT 3aHATHI TI0 XO3SMCTBY BpeMs OHA CaJnJIach y OKHA CaMOU OOJIBIION
KOMHATHI B JOME U HETIOABVIKHO, MOJTYa CHJea TYT MO JBa, Mo Tpu 4vaca. JIuio ee oOparieHoO Ha
YJIMILY, HO B3JISI]T ObLT TaK Oe3ydyacTeH KO BCEMY, UTO JKUJIO U JIBUTAJIOCh 32 OKHOM, U B TO e BpeMs
OBbLT TaK COCPEIOTOUYEHHO TIIyOOK, Kak OyATO OHa cMOTpesia BHYTpb cebs. M moxonmka y Hee Obuia
crpanHast — Hatasbst IBUTAIaCh TIO MMPOCTOPHBIM KOMHATAM JIOMa MeJIJICHHO M OCTOPOXKHO, Kak Oy/ITO
YTO-TO HEBUIUMOE CTECHSJIO CBOOOY ee NBIKeHUi. [JoM ObLT 0OCTaBJIeH C TSXKEIOH, IpyO0o XBacT-
JIMBOYM POCKOIIIBIO, BCE B HEM OJiecTesIo M KpUJajio 0 OOrarcTBe XO3sIMHa, HO Ka3auka XOqujia MUMO
Joporux mMeOesiel U TOpOK, HAMIOJTHEHHBIX cepeOpoM, OOKOM, IYTJIMBO, TOUHO 0OsIACh, UYTO STHU BElIU
CXBaTAT ee u 3a/1aBAT. LIlyMHas1 k13Hb OOJTBIIOr0 TOPrOBOrO ropoia He MHTEPeCOBaIa Ty KEHIIMHY,
Y KOTJ]a OHA BhIe3Kala ¢ MyXkKeM KaTaThCsl — I71a3a ee CMOTPEJU B CIIMHY Kydepa. Ecim My 3Ban ee
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B FOCTH — OHa 11, HO ¥ TaM BeJia ceOs Tak ke THXO, Kak IoOMa; €M K Held TTPUXOVIIU TOCTH, OHa
yCEepIIHO MOUJIa U KOPMUJIA UX, He OOHAPYKMBasi MHTepeca K TOMY, O YeM TOBOPUJIM OHH, U HUKOTO
13 HUX He npeanountast. Jlvme MaskuH, yMHUIIA 1 Oaiaryp, HOPO BBI3BIBAJ HA JIUIIE €€ YJIBIOKY,
HESICHYIO, KaK TEHb.

OH rosopwu 1po Hee:

— IlepeBo — He 6aba! OgHAKO — KU3Hb — KaK KOCTEp HEYTraCUMBIi, BCIIBIXHET M 9Ta MOJIOKAHKA,
naii cpok! Torga yBUIuM, KAKUMM OHA LIBETAMH PACLIBETET . . .

— DI, Kyayrypka! — mymimBo rosopui Uraar xene. — Yro 3agymanacs? Vi 1o cBoel cranuie
ckyvaeuib? 7KuBu Beceneit!

Ona Mo14yajia, CIIOKOMHO MOIISIAbIBAsA Ha HETO.

— BonbHO yk TH YacTo MO HepKBaM XOAMIb. .. [loroguia Obl! ycrieemb eie rpexu-To 3aMo-
JINTh, — CTIEpBa HAarpelv. 3Haelllb: He COrPEIUIIb — He ITOKAeTIbCsl, He TIOKACIIbCS — He CIIACeIlIbCsl. . .
ThI BOT rperu, moka mosona. [loegem katatbest?

— He xouercs. ..

OH nofcaxkuBascs K Heil, OOHUMAJI ee, XOJIOJHYI0, CKyIIO OTBEYABIIYIO Ha €ro JIACKH, U, 3arJIs-
IbIBast B €€ I71a3a, TOBOPUJT:

— Haranpbs! Yero Thl Takas HepagocTHasi? CKy4HO, 4TO JIM, CO MHOH, a?

— Her, — kpaTko oTBevasa OHa.

— Tak 4T0 ke — K CBOMM, 4TO JI1, XOueTcs?

— Jla, — HeT... TaK 37To0...

— O yem THI gyMaerib?

— 4 He nymaspo. ..

— A 4ro xe?

— Tak...

OnHax sl OH JOOMIICA OT Hee 0oJiee MHOTOCIIOKHOIO OTBETA:

— B cepaue y Menst — cmyTHOe uto-10. 1 B rmazax... U Bce kaxercs MHe, 4TO 3TO — HE HACTO-
sIIee. ...

Ona noBesia BOKPYT cedst pyKoH, Ha CTeHbI, MeOeJb, Ha Bee. IrHat He mojiymalt HaJ| ee clioBaMu
U, CMEeSICh, CKa3aJl ei:

— 970 TH HanpacHo! TyT Bce camoe HacTosiiiee. .. Belllb Bce joporas, npoyHas!.. Ho — 3axo-
Yelb — BCe COXTY, pacmpoaaM, pa3aapio 1 — HoBoe 3aBeny! Hy, xemaemib?

— Ha 4to? — crokoifHO cKka3aja OHa.

Ero ynuBisiio, Kak 3TO OHa, Takas MOJIOZasl, 37J0POBast, ’KMBET — TOYHO CITUT, HUYETo He XOYeT,
HUKYJa, KpoMe IIepKBEN, He XOIUT, Jiojel auuutcs. M on yreman ee:

— Bot noroau — pouIis Thl MHE CBIHA, — COBCEM JPyTasl KU3Hb y TeOs MOUIEeT. DTO Thl OTTOTO
TMeYaIUIIbCS, ITO 3200THl Y TeOsl Masio, OH Tebe AacT 3a00Ty... Ponuins Benp chiHa, a?

— Kak 6or jmacrt, — oTBevasia OHa, OIycKas ToJIoBYy.

[TotoMm ee HacTpoeHUe CTajlo pa3apaxaTh ero.

— Hy, Momnokanka, 4to Hoc noBecuia? XOuT — POBHO IO CTEKJIy CMOTPUT — OYATO AYIILY YbIO-
To 3aryoma! Baba Tel Takas siapeHas, a BKyca y TeOst HeT HU K yeMy, — nypexa!

Pa3, mpuas noMoli BHIMMBIIKM, OH HAavasl MIPUCTAaBaTh K Hel C JIACKAMM, a OHA YKJIOHSIaCh OT
Hux. Torma oH paccepawics M KpUKHYJT:

— Haranbs! He nypu, cmotpu.

Omna o6epHyJ1ach JUIIOM K HEMY U CIIOKOWHO CITPOCHJIA!

— A 1o uTto Oyner?

WrHar ocBuperien ot 3TuX OB U ee 0e300513HEHHOro B3I/,

— YT0? — pABKHYJ OH, HACTyIas HA Hee.

— [puduTh, YTO JTU, XOUEIIh? — HE IBUTASICh C MECTa M HE MOPTHYB I71a30M, CITpalliiBajia OHa.
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Wrnar npuBbIK, 4TOO Mpe THEBOM €ro TpereTaiu, eMy ObUIO AUKO U OOMIHO BUJIETH €€ CIO-
KOICTBUE.

— A — BOT!.. — KpHKHYJ OH, 3aMaxuBasich Ha Hee. He ObICTpO, HO BOBpeMsi OHA YKJIOHUJIACh OT
ero yzapa, oTOM CXBaTHJIa PyKy ero, OTTOJIKHYJIA ee TIPoYb OT ce0sl 1, He TOBHIIIast TojIoca, cKa3aa:

— Exenu TpoHeb, — 6osbiiie Ko MHe He noaxoau! He pomyiy no ceOs!

Bosnbinve 1a3a ee Cy3uimch, U UX OCTPBIH, pexymwid Oeck orpe3su Uruata. OH TOHSLT TIO
JIMITY €€, YTO OHA TOXE — 3BEPh CUJIbHBIN U, €CJIM 3aX0UeT, — He JOIMYCTUT ero A0 ceOsl, XOTb 0 CMEPTH
3abeii ee.

— V-y, Kyayrypka! — ppIKHYJI OH U yIIIeJI.

Ho, otcTynuB nipe/ Helo OAHAX/bI, B IPYTOi pa3 OH He c/iesiall Obl 3TOT0: He MOT' OH TIOTEPIIETh,
YTOOBI JKEHIIMHA ¥ )KeHA ero He MPEKJIOHMIIACH MPe HUM, — 3TO YHU3MIO Obl ero. OH MoYyBCTBOBA,
YTO )KEHA HU B YeM M HUKOT/IA HE YCTYIUT eMy M UTO MEK/1y HUM U €l0 JIOJKHA 3aBSI3aThCsl YIIOpHasI
6oproa.

«Jlagno! INormnsaanum, KTO KOro», — TyMaJl OH Ha CIeyIONIMI eHb, C YTPIOMBIM JIOOOMBITCTBOM
HaOmoas 3a Helo, U B JIyIlie ero yKe pasropajioch OypHOe kejlaHhe HauaTh 60phOy, 4T0O0 CKopee
HACJIAIUTHCS TIOOEI0N.

Ho nusa vepe3 uetbipe Haranbs ®omuHMYHA O0OBSBUIA MYXKY, UYTO OHa OepemeHHa. WrHar
B3JPOTHYJ OT PAJIOCTH, KPETIKO OOHSUT €€ U TIIyXO 3arOBOPHLT:

—Harama. .. exenu — CbIH, €XeJM ChIHa poIuIib — 03071049y ! YTto Tam! IpsiMo roBopio — ciyroio
Tebe Oymy! Bot — kak niepes 6orom! Iox Horu Tede JiATy, TOIMYM MEHsI, Kak 3aX04vellib!

— B aToM He Hama Bosisi, a 00XKbs!.. — THXO U BpasyMUTENIbHO CKa3aja OHa.

— la, — 60%bs1! — C rOpeubio BOCKJIMKHYN MIrHaT U rpyCTHO TIOHUK TOJIOBOM.

C 3TOil MUHYTBI OH Ha4aJl XOIUTh 32 KEHOM, KaK 32 MaJIBIM PeOCHKOM.

— Iomro cena k okHy? CMoOTpu — HajyeT B OOK, 3aXBOpaellb ellle!.. — TOBOPUII OH el CypOBO
Y JJaCKOBO. — YTO THI CKaYelllb MO JIeCTHUIIE-TO? BCTpsXHembest Kak-HUOYAb. .. A ThI elllb OOJbIIe,
Ha JIBOMX €llb, YTOOBI €My XBaTaJIo. ..

Haranbio e 6GepeMeHHOCTD c/iefiaa eine 0ojee COCpeJOTOYeHHON U MOTIAJTUBOI; OHA TITyOxe
yluia B ce0si, IOIIONIeHHAs: OMeHeM HOBOM JKW3HU Mol cepareM cBonM. Ho yieiOka ee 1y0 craia
sICHee, ¥ B I71a3aX MOPOU BCIBIXMBAJIO YTO-TO HOBOE, C/1aboe U poOKoe, Kak TIePBBIT TPOOIeCK yTpeH-
Hel 3apu.

Koraa HacTynumio Bpemsi poioB, — 9TO OBUIO PaHO YTPOM OCEHHETO JIHSI, — IIPU NIEPBOM KPHKe
6oy, BeIpBaBITIeMCS y keHbl, ITHAT moOie/IHe N, XOTeJT YTO-TO CKa3aTh e, HO TOJILKO MaXHYJI PYKOU U
yIIes U3 CaJIbHH, I7ie KeHa KOPUMIIach B CyI0pOrax, yIiesa BHA3 B MAJICHbKYIO KOMHATKY, MOJICHHYIO
ero MokoiHou Matepu. OH Beses MprHeCTU cede BOKH, CeJl 3a CTOJ U CTaJl YTPIOMO TUTh, TTPUCITY-
IIMBAsICh K CyeTe B IoMe. B yIity KOMHATBI, OCBEIIEHHBIE OTHEM JIaMIIafibl, CMYTHO PUCOBATUCH JIMKH
MKOH, Oe3yJacTHble U TeMHble. TaM, HaBepXy, HaJl ero rojIoBOM, TONAIM U IapKaid HOraMu, 4TO-TO
TsDKEJI0e TIepeABUT AN T10 MOy, TPeMerIa IMocya, 1Mo JIECTHULIE BBEPX U BHU3 CYETJIMBO Oeraiu. .. Bee
Aenanock ObICTPO, TOPOIUIMBO, HO BpeMsI IO Me/IIeHHO. .. [lo ciyxa MirHara TOHOCHIIMCH TOJaBJIeH-
HBIE ToJI0Cca:

— He pa3ponutcs oHa Tak-To... B IEpKOBb OB MOC/ATh, YTOO IIAPCKHE BpaTa OTBOPUIIH. . .

B komHarty, cocenHion ¢ Tou, rae cuaen Mraar, Boluia npykuBaika Baccymika u rpoMKuM
IIENIOTOM CTaJIa MOJIUTBCSI:

— T'ocrionu Goxe Haril. .. OJIarOBOJIMBBIN CHUTH C HEOEC U POJUTHUCS OT CBATBIS OOTOPOIHIIBL. . .
Be/IbIIl HEMOIITHOE YeJIOBEUECKOTO €CTeCTBA. .. IPOCTH pade TBOEH. . .

W Bapyr, 3armymas Bce 3ByKM, pa3jaBajics HEUEIOBEUECKUI BOM, COTPACABUIMIA ALy, WA
MPOJOJIKUTEIBHBINA CTOH TUXO TUIBUT IO KOMHATaM JIOMa M YMHpPAJI B YIJIaX, YK€ MOJHBIX BEUYepHEro
cympaka. .. Irnat 6pocait yrpioMele B3IJIsIIbl HA UKOHBI, TSUKEIO B3AbIXA U lyMaJl:

«HeyxTo onath 109b Oyner?»
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INopoit oH BcTaBand U MOTYa KPECTUIICS, HU3KO KJIAHSSCh MKOHAM, TIOTOM OISATh CaIIICS 3a
CTOJ, TTMJT BOZIKY, HE OMbSIHSIBILIYIO €r0O B 9TU YaChl, IpeMaJl, U — TaK MPOBEJ BECh Beuep, M BCIO HOUb,
Y YTPO JIO TIOJYITHS. . .

W BOT HaKoHeIl CBepXy TOPOIUIMBO cOeskajia MOBUTYXa, TOHKUM U PaIOCTHBIM TOJIOCOM KpHya
eMy:

— C coiHOM TeOd, Mrnar Marseesnuy!

— Bpeuns?

— Hy, 4t0 370 THI, OaTiomKal..

B3noxHyB BO BCIO cuily Tpyau, IrHaT pyxHy/I Ha KOJIEHH U JPOXKAIIUM TOJI0COM 3a00pMOTall,
KPETKO MpKUMasi PyKH K TPyIH:

— Crnaga tebe, rocionu! He BocxoTtesn Thl, CTaio ObITh, 4TOOB Tipekpatuiicst poxa moi! He ocra-
HyTCs1 6€3 ONpaBJaHus Tpexu MOM Tpef To6oi0. .. Criacn6o tebe, rocrionu! — U Totyac xe, mogHsIB-
IIKCh HAa HOTU, OH HaJaJl 3bIMHO KoMaHioBath: — ! [Toezxkait kro-HnOyap k Hukone 3a momom!
Urnaruii, mos, Mareenu npocut! Tloxanyiite, MOJI, MOJIMTBY POKEHULIE AATh. . .

SIBuitack TOpHUYHAS M TPEBOKHO CKa3ajia emy:

— WUrnatuit MatBenu! Hatanbss @omMuHMIIIHA BaC 30BET. .. TUIOXO UM. ..

— Yero moxo? [poriger! — ppiuan oH, pagocTHO cBepkas miazamu. — CKaxu — ceityac uuy!
Ckaxu — mononent oHa! Ceitvac, MoJ1, mofapok Ha 3yOok noctanet v npuaet! Croii! 3akycky mory
MIPUTOTOBBTE, 32 KyMOM MasIKMHBIM MONUIUTE !

Ero orpomHuas ¢purypa TOYHO ellie BhIpOCa, OMbsIHEHHBIN PaJOCThio, OH HEJIeNO MeTasCs I
KOMHarte, oTupasi pyku 1, Opocasi Ha 00pa3za yMUJIEHHBIE B3IJISIIBI, KPECTUJIICS, IIMPOKO pa3MaxuBast
pykoi... HakoHer nomiesn K ;keHe.

Tam mpesxe Bcero OpoCcUIIOCh B IJ1a3a €My MaJleHbKOe KpacHOE TeJiblie, KOTOPOe MOBUTYXA
MbLIA B KOpbITE. YBHUIAB ero, VirHat BCTasl Ha HOCKH Carior U, 3aJI0KHUB PYKH 3a CIIMHY, TIOIIeN K HEMY,
CTyMasi OCTOPOKHO M CMEIITHO OTTOMBIPUB ryosl. OHO Bepemaio 1 6apaxTaiochk B BOIe, OOHaKEHHOE,
OeccuiIbHOE, TPOTraTeIbHO JKAJIKOE. . .

— T, TOrO, — OCTOpOXkKHEE TUCKaH... Beap y Hero eme U KOCcTei-Tto Her... — ckasayu WrHar
MOBUTYXE MPOCHUTENHHO U BIIOJTOJIOCA.

Oma 3acmesiiach, OTKpbIBasi 0e33yOblil pOT U JIOBKO NepedpachiBas peOeHKa ¢ pyKH Ha PyKy.

— Wnu x xeHe-TO...

OH MOCITYIIHO ABUHYJICS K TOCTEN M Ha XOIy CIIPOCHIL:

— Hy uro, Haranpa?

[oTom, nonoist, OTAEPHY.I MPOYb MOJIOT, OPOCABIIHNIA TEHb Ha MOCTEb.

— He BbIKUBY 4. .. — pa3gaics TUXUil, XpUIAIINAN T0JI0C.

Wruar Mommyast, MpUCTaIbHO TIISIS HA JIUIIO XKEeHbI, YTOHYBIIIee B 010 MOAYIIKe, TI0 KOTOPOH,
KaK MepTBbIE 3MeH, PACKUHYJIMCh TeMHbIE TIPsau Bosoc. JKenroe, Oe3KM3HEHHOE, C YEPHBIMU TISIT-
HaMU BOKPYT OTPOMHBIX, IIIUPOKO PACKPHITHIX I71a3 — OHO ObLIO 4ykoe eMy. W B3Misi 3TUX cTpaii-
HBIX I71a3, HEMIOJBMKHO YCTPEMJICHHBIH Ky/la-TO BJIaJIb, CKBO3b CTEHY, — TOJKe ObUT He3HaKOM MrHaty.
Ceparie ero, CTUCHYTO€ TsKEJIbIM IIPeIYyBCTBUEM, 3aMEIJIHIIO PaIOCTHOE OUEeHue.

— Huuero... D10 yx Bceraa... — TUXO FOBOPHJI OH, HAKJIOHSISICh TIOLIEJIOBATD KEHY.
Ho nipsAMo B U110 €ro oHa MOBTOpUIIA:
— He BbIKkHBY. ..

['yOb1 y Hee ObUTH cepble, XOJIOIHbIE, ¥ KOTIa OH MPUKOCHYJICS] K HUM CBOMMH I'yOaMu, TO TTOHSLI,
YTO CMEPTh — YK€ B HEN.

— O, rocrioau! — UCITyraHHBIM MIETIOTOM MPOM3HEC OH, YyBCTBYs, UTO CTPax JABHUT €My TOpJIo
1 He jaet apimarh. — Harama! Kak xe? Beab emy — rpyap Hajio? YTo Th 310!

OH uyTh He 3aKpryall Ha skeHy. OKOJIO Hero CyeTH/Iach MOBUTYXa; O0JITasi B BO3ILyXe IIAYyIIIM
peOEHKOM, OHA YTO-TO YOEAUTETbHO FOBOPUJIa €My, HO OH HAYEro He CIBIIIAI U He MOT OTOPBATh
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CBOMX IJIa3 OT CTPAIIIHOTO JIMIA XeHbl. ['yObl ee eBenInCh, OH CIIBIIAN TUXUE CI0BA, HO HE TIOHH-
Maut ux. Cuzist Ha Kpalo TIOCTeNH, OH TOBOPHJI IITyXHM U pOOKUM T'OJIOCOM:

— Tol mogymaii — Beib OH 63 TeOst He MOXKeT, — Belib MulajieHel1! Thl Kperuch TyIIOH-TO: MBICITh-
TO 3Ty roHu! ['oHu ee...

T'oBOpWI M MOHMMAT — HEHYKHOE TOBOPUT OH. CJie3bl BCKUIIAIN B HEM, B IPY/IU POANJIOCH YTO-
TO TSAXKEJI0€, TOYHO KaMEHb, XOJIOAHOE, KaK JIbIMHA.

— IIpoctu — mens — npomaii! Beperu, cmotpu. .. He meft. .. — 6e33ByuHo menTana Hatasbs.

CBSILIEHHUK [TPULIET U, 3aKPbIB YEM-TO JIULIO €€, CTall, B3/IbIXasi, YNTATh HaJ HEI0 YMOJISIOIINE
CJIOBA:

— «BnasipIko rocroy BCeaepiKUTENIO, UCIENSIH BCAKHMIA HEYT . . . ¥ CHIO, IHECh POAMBIIYIO, paldy
TBOIO Haranpio ucuenu... 1 BOCCTaBM 10 OT OJpa, HA HEM K€ JIEKHUT... 3aHe, 10 npopoka JlaBuaa
CJIOBECH: B 0€33aKOHMSIX 3a4aXOMCSI M CKBEpPHABU BCH €CMBI TTpej1 TOOOIO. . .»

lomoc crapuka mpepbiBajcs, XyAoe JMIO ObLJIO CTPOTo, OT OIEK/L €ro MaxJo JIAJAHOM.

— «...U3 Hesl POXKIEHHOTO MJIAJIeHIIa COOMIONM OT BCAKOTO a/1a... OT BCSKHS JIIOTOCTHU... OT
BCSIKMSI OypH. .. OT BCSKHUS AYXOB JIYKaBbIX, THEBHBIX K€ M HOIIHBIX. . .»

Wrnar 6e3monBHO rutakait. Clie3sl ero, O0JbIINe U TeTlIble, Maaaid Ha 00HaXKEHHYIO PYKY JKECHBI.
Ho pyka ee, 1omkHO OBbITh, HE YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK YAAPSIOTCS O HEE CJIE3bl: OHA OCTaBAJIaCh HETIOIBIIK-
HOM, ¥ KOKa Ha Hell He B3JparuBasia ot yaapoB cies. [Ipunss monutBy, Hatanbs Bnana B 6ecniamsit-
CTBO Y Ha BTOpBIE CYTKM yMepia, HU CJIOBa HE CKa3aB HUKOMY OOJIbIle, — yMepJia Tak ke Moiva,
KaK JWia. YCTpOUB keHe NbIIIHbIE TOXOPOHBI, IrHaT OKpecTu1 chiHa, Ha3Bas ero domoil u, ckpens
cepaLe, 0TI €0 B CEMBIO KPECTHOIO 0TLA, MasKrHa, y KOTOPOTro eHa HE3aJ0JIr0 Mpe STUM TOXe
pomwia. B rycroii, remnoii 6opone Mraata cMepTh keHbl ocesijia MHOTO CE/IMH, HO B OJIECKe ero I71a3
SIBUJIOCh HEYTO HOBOE — MATKOE U JIACKOBOE.
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IT

MasiKuH U B OTPOMHOM JBYX3TaKHOM JIOME C OOJBIIINM MATMCATHUKOM, B KOTOPOM TIBIIITHO
Pa3pociIuch MOTy4He, CTapble JUIbL. ['yCTbie BETBU YacThIM, TEMHBIM KPY:KEBOM 3aKPBIBTH OKHA,
COJIHIIE CKBO3b 3Ty 3aBECY C TPYJOM, pa3IpoOIeHHBIMH JTy4aMH ITPOHUKAJIO B MaJeHbKHE KOMHATHI,
TECHO 3aCTaBJIEHHbIE PA3HOOOPA3HOU MeOebI0 U OONBITUMH CYHIYKaMH, OTUYEro B KOMHATax BCeraa
Hapui cTporuii nomympak. Cembsi Obula OlarouecTuBa — 3amax BOCKa, JiajiaHa U JIAMIIJHOTO Macya
HAITOJTHSLT IOM, TIOKastHHBIE B3JJOXH, MOJIMTBEHHbIE CJIOBA HOCHJIHCH B BO3/ayxe. OOpsAHOCTH UCTION-
HSUJTUCh HEYKJIOHHO, C HACIaXJeHWEeM, B HUX BJlarajach BCs CBOOOAHAs cuiia obuTateneil qoma. B
CYMPAYHOM, AYIIHOW W TsIKeJIOM atMocdepe 1Mo KOMHATaM MOYTH OSCITyMHO JBUTTUCH KEHCKHE
urypsl, onersie B TEMHBIE I11aThsl, BCErJa C BUJOM JyIIEBHOTO COKPYIIIEHHS Ha JIMIAaX U BCerjaa B
MSTKUX Ty(JsiX Ha HOrax.

Cembst fIkoBa MasikuHa cOCTOsIa U3 HErO CaMoro, €ro *KeHbl, JOUYepy U MATH POICTBEHHHUII,
MpUYEeM caMoW MJIAJIIIIEH U3 HUX ObLIO TPUIIATh YeThipe roga. Bee oHM ObLTM OIMHAKOBO Onarove-
CTHUBBI, O€3TMYHBI U TIOJUMHEHB AHTOHHMHE VIBaHOBHE, XO3S5IfIKe JOMa, KEHIIMHE BBICOKOM, Xy/IOH, C
TEMHBIM JIMIIOM U CTPOTMMH CEPHIMHU IJIa3aMH, — OHU OJIECTEITH BJIACTHO M YMHO. Bbi ertie y MasikuHa
cbiH Tapac, HO UM ero He YIMIOMHHAIOCh B CEMbE; B TOpOJie ObLJIO M3BECTHO, YTO C TOM MOPHI, KaK
neBATHaAUATUICTHUH Tapac yexan B MOCKBY yUUTBCS U Yepe3 TPH rofia KEHWICS TaM MPOTHB BOJIH
oTia, — SIkoB orpekcs ot Hero. A motom Tapac — mpomnan 6e3 Bectu. ['OBOpuiH, 4TO OH 3a YTO-TO
cocnan B Cubupb.

SlkoB MasikH — HU3EHbKUM, XYJIOH, I0PKHIA, C OTHEHHO-PbIKEH KJIMHOOOPa3HOW OOPOIKON —
TaK CMOTpEJI 3eJIEHOBATHIMU IJIa3aMH, TOUHO FOBOPUJ BCeM U Kaxkomy: «Hudero, cymapb Mou, He
Oecriokoiitech! S Bac MOHMMAIO, HO €KeJi Bbl MEHSI HE TPOHETE — He BBIIAM. ..»

TonoBa y Hero OblTa MOXOXa Ha SWIO W YPOIIMBO BeIMKA. BBICOKMIA 100, M3pe3aHHbBIA MOP-
IIIMHAMU, CJIMBAJICS C JILICMHOM, 1 Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO Y TOTO YeJIOBEKa JBa JIMIA — OJHO MPOHUIIATEIbHOE
¥ YMHOE, C JIJTMHHBIM XPSIIEBaTHIM HOCOM, BCEM BUAMMOE, a HaJl HUIM — JIpyroe, 0e3 I71a3, C OMHUMHU
TOJIKO MOPIIIMHAMH, HO 32 HUMHM MasikuH Kak Obl IpSATAJ U 171a3a ¥ ryObl, — IpsATaj JO BpEMEHH, a
KOTJja OHO HACTYMUT, MasikuH MOCMOTPHUT Ha MUP UHBIMHU IJ1a3aMH, YJIBIOHETCS] UHOH YJIBIOKOH.

OH ObLT B1afIeTIbIIEM KaHATHOTO 3aBOJIa, UMeEJT B TOPOJIe Y MIPUCTaHe! TIaBOUKy. B 310l 1aBouke,
70 TIOTOJIKA 3aBaJIEHHOM KaHATOM, BEPEBKOM, MIEHbKOW U TIaKJIeH, Y Hero Obula MajieHbKask KaMOpKa
CO CTEKJISIHHOM CKpuUIy4ell ABepbio. B kamopke cTosi1 OOJbIION, CTapblil, YPOIIMBBIA CTOM, Mepes
HUM — ITTyOOKOe Kpecio, U B HeM MasikiH cujen eibIMU JIHSMU, TIoNuBas Yail, yntas «MOoCKOB-
CKHe BeIoMoCTH». Cpeliu KyrnevyecTBa OH TOJIb30BAJICs YBaXKEHUEM, CIIABOM «MO3TOBOT0» YeJIOBEKa
Y OYeHb JTIOOWIT CTABUTh HA BUJI IPEBHOCTb CBOEW TIOPObI, TOBOPS CUTUIBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Mp1, Masikussl, ere npu MaTyike Ekateprne Kyniamu ObUd, — CTajlo ObITh, s — YEJOBEK
YUCTON KPOBH. ..

B 310ii cembe cbi Urnara ['opaeeBa niposkut 1ects JieT. Ha cenpMom rony ®doma, Gosbiero-
JIOBBIiA, IIUPOKOTPY/IBII MaTbUMK, KA3aJICs CTapIlle CBOUX JIET U TI0 POCTY U MO CEPbe3HOMY B3IJISILY
MUHJQICBUIHBIX, TEMHBIX TJ1a3. MOTYaIMBBI M HACTOMYMBBIA B CBOMX JIETCKUX JKEJIAHUSIX, OH IO
LEJIBIM JTHSIM BO3WJICS C UTPYIIKaMH BMECTe ¢ Aouepbio Masikuna — JIio0o¥, 1o 6e3MOIBHBIM HaJI-
30pOM OHOM M3 POJACTBEHHMII, psIOOW U TOJCTOM CTapoy JIeBbI, KOTOPYIO MoYeMy-To 3Baiu Byss, —
CYILIECTBO YeM-TO UCITyTaHHOE, Jake C JEThbMU OHA TOBOPHUJIA BIIOJITOJIOCA, OMHOCIIOKHBIMHU CIIOBAMH.
3Hasi MHOXKECTBO MOJIUTB, OHA He paccKasbiBajia Pome HU OJJHOM CKa3KH.

C neBoukoit Poma KU APYKHO, HO, KOTIa OHAa YeM-HUOYIb Cepaniia WK Jpa3HUIa ero, OH
OresiHeN, HO3MIPU €ro pa3ayBasluCh, OH CMEIIHO Tapallii ria3a u azapTHo Omn ee. OHa 1uiakana,
Oexasa K MaTepy | KajloBajach e, Ho AHTOHMHA JiloOmia PoMy 1 Ha KaJIoOBI TIoUepu Majio 00pa-
I1aJjla BHUMaHUs1, 4To ele 6oJiee CKperisio apyxo0y aereid. e oMbl ObUT UTMHEH, OTHOOOPA3eH.
Bcrag ¢ mocteny u yMBIBIIUCH, OH CTAHOBHUIICS TIepe]] 00pa3oM U, 1oJ HalenThiBanue by3u, untan
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JJTMHHBIE MOJUTBBIL. [10TOM — MuiM 4ail 1 MHOTO el CHOOHBIX OYJIOK, Jierienek, mupokkos. [ocrne
Yasi — JIETOM — J€TH OTIPABJISUTUCH B TYCTOM, OTPOMHBIN Cajl, CITyCKaBILIUICS B OBpar, Ha JIHE KOTO-
poro Bcerzaa Obi10 TeMHO. OTTya BesIO CHIPOCTBIO M YeM-TO KYTKUM. JleTell He ImycKaslu Jaxe Ha
Kpaii oBpara, ¥ 3TO BCEJIIJIO B HUX CTpax K OBpary. 3MMOM, OT 4asi 10 00e/ia, Urpajd B KOMHATaX,
ecii Ha ABope ObUIO OYeHb MOPO3HO, WJIH IIUIM HA JIBOP U TaM KaTaJIMCh C OOJIBIION JIEASTHOM TOPHI.

B nonzens o6enanu — «no-pyccku», kKak ropopust Masikua. CHavasa Ha CTOJ CTaBUIIU OOJTBIITYIO
YalIKy KUPHBIX [IeH C pKaHBIMU CyXapsiMM B HHX, HO 0e3 Msica, OTOM Te K€ IU eI C MSCOM,
Hape3aHHBIM MEJIKMMU KYCKaMH, TOTOM JKapeHOe — MOPOCEHKA, TYCsl, TEISITUHY WJIH CHIYYT C Kalleu, —
MOTOM CHOBA TIOJABAJIM YaIlIKy MOXJIEOKH C MOTPOXaMH WJIM JIAIIIH, U 3aKJII0YaJIOCh BCE 3TO YeM-
HUOY/Ib CTaAKUM ¥ cIOOHBIM. [Trin KBachl: OpYCHUYHBIN, MOKKEBEJIOBBIN, XJIEOHBIN, — UX BCEra
y AHTOHWHBI VIBaHOBHBI OBLJIO HECKOJIBKO COPTOB. Eji MoJT4a, JTUITB B3/IbIXasi OT YCTAJIOCTH; JEeTAM
CTaBWJIM OTAEJBHYIO YaIIKy /7151 000MX, BCe B3pPOCbIe €11 U3 OfHOi. PasomuieB oT Takoro odena —
JIOKWJIACH CTIaTh, ¥ Yaca ABa-TPH KPsay B JoMe MasikiHa CITBIIIAIICS TOJIBKO Xparl ¥ COHHBIE B3IOXH.

[TpocHyBIIMCh — MMM Yail ¥ Pa3roBapuBajIyd O TOPOJICKUX HOBOCTSIX, — O MEBUYMX, JbSKOHAX,
cBagp0ax, 0 3230pHOM IOBE/IEHUH TOTO WJIM IPyroro 3HAKOMOTo Kymia. .. [Tocie yas MasikuH roBo-
U KeHe:

— Hy-ka, matb, 1aii-ka ciona bubmmio-to. ..

Yamie Bcero fAAkop TapacoBuy untan kaury Mosa. HaneBim Ha CBO¥ OOJIBINON, XUIITHBINA HOC
OYKH B TSIKEJION cepeOpsiHOM oIpaBe, OH OOBOIWII IJIa3aMu CIIyIIartesield — Bce 1 Ha MecTax?

OHnu Bce cuienu TaM, rje OH MPUBBIK X BUIETh, U HA JIMLIAX Y HUX ObLJIO 3HAKOMOE eMy BhIpa-
JKeHUe OJIarouecTusi, Tyrnoe u OOsI37IMBOE.

— «bbUT YestoBeK B 3eMJie YII...» — HaYMHAI MasKUH CUIUIBIM rojocoM, U Poma, CUOEBIINN
psinom ¢ JIi060ii B yIrily KOMHATHI Ha JUBaHE, YK€ 3HaJ, YTO Ceivac ero KpecTHbIN 3aMOJTYUT U TIOTJIa-
Wt ce0s pykoit o sibicuae. OH cUjIeN |, CyIasi, pucoBaj cede yeoBeKa 3eMiin Y1I. YeoBek 3ToT
OBLIT BBICOK U HAr, I1a3a y Hero ObUti orpoMHbie, kKak y HepykorBopHoro Criaca, ¥ Tojioc — Kak 00J1b-
1mast MesiHasi TpyOa, Ha KOTOPOU MI'PAlOT COJIATHI B jlarepsix. YenoBek ¢ KakJI0i MUHYTON BCE pOC;
nopacrasi 10 HeOa, OH MOTrpyXasl CBOM TeMHbIe PyKH B OOaka M, pa3pbiBasi UX, KpU4aj CTPAIIHBIM
TOJIOCOM:

«Ha 4to nan cBeT 4enoBeky, KOTOPOro MyTh 3aKPhIT M KOTOPOTO OOT OKPYKHIT MPAKOM 7»

dome cTaHOBUJIOCH OOSI3HO, M OH B3/IparvBaj; JpeMa OTIeTana OT Hero, OH CIIBIIAN TOJI0C
KPECTHOTO, KOTOPBIH, OIKUIIbIBast OOPOIKY, C TOHKOW YCMEIIKOW TOBOPHLT:

— Wb Beap Kak Jep3ur. ..

Manb4uk 3HaJ, YTO KPECTHBII TOBOPUT 3TO O YeJOBEKe M3 3eMJIHM YII, U YJIbIOKa KPECTHOTO
ycroKanBasiia Mayipunka. He m3nomaer HeOa, HEe pa3opBET €ro TOT YEJOBEK CBOMMH CTPAIIHBIMU
pykamu... I ®oma cHOBa BUIUT YeJOBEKA — OH CUJUT HA 3€MJIE, «TEJIO €ro MOKPBITO YEPBIMU U
MBUTBHBIMY CTPYIIBSIMHU, KOXa €ro rHOMTCSI». Ho OH yke MaJeHbKUH M KaJKUH, OH MPOCTO — KaK
HUILIMI Ha EpPKOBHOW MarepTy. ..

Bot oH roopur:

— «YTO Takoe 4enoBeK, 4ToO ObITh €My YHCTBIM U YTOO POKIECHHOMY KEHIIMHOW ObITh Mpa-
BEIHBIM 7»

— 9T0 OH — 60Ty TOBOPUT... — BHYIIUTEJBHO MOSICHsT MasikiH. — Kak, roBopuT, Mory ObITh
MIpaBeIHbIM, €KeH 51 — TUIOTh? DTO — OOry BOIPOC. . .

W drerr moOGe10HOCHO 1 BOITPOCUTENIBHO OTJISIBIBACT CIYIIATEIbHHUII.

— YnocTowsics. .. IpaBeAHMK. .. — B3JbpIXasi, OTBEYAIOT OHU.

SlkoB MasikuH, TOCMENBAsICh, OTJISABIBAET UX M TOBOPUT:

— Hypsi!.. Begute-ka pedAT-TO CraTh. ..

Wrnar ObiBan y MasikKMHBIX KaKObli JIeHb, TPUBO3KJI CHIHY UTPYIIEK, XBaTajl €ro Ha PyKd U
THCKaJI, HO TMIOPOI HEOBOJIBHO M C XyIO CKPBITBIM OECIIOKOWCTBOM T'OBOPHII €MY:

— Yero 1b1 Oyka Kakoi? Yero Tl MaJIo cMeelbes?

13



M. Topekuii. «Bacca JKemne3HoBa (cOOpHUK )»

N xanosasiics kymy:

— Botock 51 — Pomka-To B Math Obl He TOIIeN. .. [71a3a y Hero HeBecessle. . .

— Pano 601bHO OeCIOKOMIIIbCS, — yeMeXaycss MaskuH.

OH To)xe MoOWI KpecTHUKA; U, Koraa ogHaxabl UrHat oObsiBuiI eMy, 4To Bo3bMeT Pomy K
cebe, — MasikuH UCKPEHHO OTOPYMJICS.

— OcrtaBp!.. — mpocuit oH. — CMOTpH — MPUBBIK K HAM MaJIbUMIIIKA-TO, TUIAYET BOH. ..

—Iepecraner!.. He ny1s1 Te0s1 51 cbiHa poanit. Y Bac TYT OyX TSKEJIBINA. . . CKYYHO, POBHO B MOHa-
cTeIpe. DTO BpeaHO pedeHKy. A MHe Oe3 Hero — HepanoctHo. [Ipunens nomoi — mycro. He risipen
Obl HM Ha 4YTO. He K Bam ke MHe NepecesuThCsl paJd Hero, — He s ISl Hero, OH 1yt MeHs. Tak-To.
Cecrpa AH(uca npuexasia — MPUCMOTP 32 HUM OyZeT. ..

W manburka npuBe3u B JOM OTLIA.

Tam BcTpeTniIa ero CMelIHas crapyxa C JJMHHBIM KPIOYKOBATBIM HOCOM M OOJIBIIAM PTOM 0e3
3y00B. BbicOKasi, cyTynas, ofeTasi B cepoe IjIaThbe, C CeIbIMH BOJIOCAMH, IPUKPHITHIMHA YEPHOM IIIeI-
KOBOH T'OJIOBKOH, OHa CHauasia He TIOHPaBWJIACh MaJIbUMKY, Jaxe ucmyrana ero. Ho, korma oH pac-
CMOTpeJ Ha €€ CMOPILIEHHOM JIMLIE YEePHBIE IJ1a3a, JIJACKOBO YJIBIOABIIIUECS eMY, — OH Cpa3y JOBEPUUBO
TKHYJICS TOJIOBOM B €€ KOJIEHHU.

— CupotuHka Most 6oe3Hast! — roBopriIa OHa OapXaTHBIM, APOKAIIIM OT ITOJTHOTH 3BYKa roJio-
COM U THXO IJIa/IWJIa €ero PyKOW Mo Jiuity. — Wb NpUsIbHy Kak. .. TUTATKO Moe MuJjioe!

Bb110 9TO-TO 0COOEHHO CIA/IKOE B €€ JIACKE, YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO HOBOE 1711 POMBI, ¥ OH CMOT-
PeJ1 B IJ1a3a CTapyxe C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM M OKMIaHMEM Ha JIUIIe. DTa cTapyXa BBeJia €ro B HOBBIM, IOTOJE
HEU3BECTHBIN eMy MUp. B miepBhIii ke JIeHb, YIOKUB €ro B KpOBaTh, OHA CeJla PSIIOM C HEelo U, HAKJIO-
HSSCh HaJl peOCHKOM, CIIPOCHJIA €ro:

— Pacckazarp 1 TeGe ckazouky?

C Toii mopsl Poma Bcera 3achinat moj OapxaTHble 3BYKH Iojloca CTapyXH, PUCOBABIIETO MPejt
HUM BOJIIIEOHYIO KM3Hb. KaTHO muTasack Aylia ero KpacoTol HapogHoro TBopuectBa. Hewccs-
KaeMbl ObUIM COKPOBHINA MaMSTH U (PaHTa3uM y STOM CTapyxH; OHA YacTO, CKBO3b JpEMy, Ka3a-
JIach MJIBUUKY TO MOXOKeW Ha 6ady-ary cKka3Ku, — JOOpyI0 U MIIyI0 0al0y-Ary, — TO Ha KpacaBHUILy
Bacunucy I[pemynpyio. [IIupoko packpbiB 11a3a, yaepK1Basi IbIXaHUEe, MAIBYUK CMOTPEJ B HOUHOM
CYMpaK, HaINOJTHSBIIMIA KOMHATY, BUIEJ, KaK TUXO OH TperemieT OT OrOHbKa JaMIasl pej oopa-
30M. .. PoMa HaTOJTHST €0 YyIeCHBIMUA KAPTUHAMH CKa304HOM KU3HH. Be3MOJIBHBIE, HO JKMBbIE TEHH
TIOJI3AJIM TI0 CTEHAM [0 TIONTY; MAIbUMKY OBUIO CTPAIITHO U MPUSITHO CJIEAUTD 32 UX JKU3HBIO, HAJIEIISAThH
ux (hopMaMH, KPaCKaMH |, CO3/1aB U3 HUX KU3Hb, — BMUT pa3pylIUTh €€ OIHUM JIBUKEHUEM PECHHUII.
Uro-TO HOBOE SIBUJIOCH B €ro TEMHBIX I71a3ax, OoJjiee JeTCKOe M HAMBHOE, MEHee Cepbe3HOE; OIMHO-
YeCTBO U TEMHOTA, OPOK/Iasi B HEM XKYTKOE YyBCTBO OKMIAHUSI YEr0-TO, BOTHOBAJIM M BO30YXKJaJIH
ero J0OOIBITCTBO, 3aCTABJISUIM €0 UATH B TEMHBIN YTOJl 1 CMOTPETh, YTO CKPHITO TaM, B IOKPOBaX
ThbMbI? OH I11eJT ¥ He HaXOIUJI HUYEero, HO He TepsiT HaJIeK bl HAWTH. . .

Ota oH Oosiics, HO mooun ero. ['pomaaHeii poct MrHara, ero TpyOHBIH rofoc, OopogaToe
JIMIIO, TOJIOBA B IYCTOM IIIANKe CEIbIX BOJIOC, CUJIbHbIC, JJIMHHBIE PYKH M CBEPKAIOIIHE I71a3a — BCE TO
npuaaBaio VIrHaty cXoAcTBO CO CKa30UHBIMU PAa30OHHUKAMM.

OpnHax b1, KOTJa emMy IIes yke BocbMo# rof1, Poma Crpocrit OTLA, TOIBKO YTO BO3BpPATHUBILIE-
rocst U3 MPOAOKUTENIBHON TIOE3/IKH Ky/1a-TO:

— Tl T1e 6117

— ITo Boare ezguut. ..

— Paz6oitanuan? — tuxo cpocui Poma.

— Yt0-0? — npotsinyn UrHat, u 6poBu y HEro JpOrHyIH.

— Benp THI pazOoiiHuk, TATA? S 3HAIO YX... — XUTPO NpHILypuBas rias3a, ropopuia Poma,
JOBOJIBHBIN TEM, YTO TaK JIETKO BOILEJ B CKPBITYIO OT HErO KU3Hb OTLIA.
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— 4 — kynen! — crporo ckazan UrHar, HO, IoiyMaB, TOOPOIYITHO YJIBIOHYJICS U 00ABWIL: — A
TH — qypamkal.. 9 xjae6oM Topryio, napoxomamu padorawo, — Bugan «Epmaka»? Hy Bot, 310 MOM
napoxof. .. U TBo#. ..

— BonbHO 00IBIION OH... — cO B3J0XOM cKazan Poma.

— Hy, s xyrumo teGe ManeHbKUi, JOKYa Thl CaM MAJICHbKUM, — JIaJHO?

— JlagHo! — cornacuincs ®oma, HO, 32 [yMYMBO TIOMOJTYAB, BHOBb C COKAJICHUEM TPOTSIHYJT: —
A 51 TymaJt, 4To Thl TO-0-Xke pa30ONHUK. . .

— 51 Te6Ge roBopIO — TOproBell 5! — BHYIMIUTEIbHO MOBTOPUI IrHAT, ¥ B €ro B3IJIsi[e Ha pa3oya-
POBAHHOE JIUIIO ChIHA OBLIO YTO-TO HEIOBOJILHOE, TOYTH OOSI3IUBOE. . .

— Kak nenymka ®enop, kanayHuk? — nogymas, cripocust Poma.

— Hy Bor, Kak oH... TonpKO Ooraye s1, ieHer y MeHs oorblie, yem y Pezopa. ..

— MHoro nener?

— Hy... u eme Oosbiiie ObIBaeT. ..

— CkonbKo y Tebs1 60ueK?

— Yero?

— llener-To?

— HMypamka! Pa3Be nenbru 60oukamMu MepsoT?

— A Kax xe? — 0XMBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI PoMa U, 00paTHB K OTILY CBOE JIUIIO, CTaJl TOPOILIMBO
rOBOPUTDH eMy: — BOH B 0MH ropof rnpuexai pa30oiiHuk MakcrMKa Uy OHOTO TaM, 60raToro, 1Be-
HaaaTh OOYEK JAEeHbraMH HaChINall... Ja pa3HOro cepedpa, 1a IepKOBb Orpalduil... a OJHOTO Yeso-
Beka cabielt 3apyOusT U C KOJIOKOJIbHU COPOCHII. .. OH, YeJIOBEK-TO, B Ha0aT OMTh HAvall. . .

— D10 Tebe TeTKa, YTo JIM, pacckazana? — crpocui MrHar, moOysch 0KUBJIEHUEM ChIHA.

— Omna, a yto?

— Huyero! — cmesich, ckazan Urnar. — To-To TH ¥ OTLIA B pa30OMHUKY MTPOU3BEIL. . .

— A Moxer, Thl ObUT 1aBHO Koraa? — onsATh Bo3Bparwicss Poma Kk cBoer TeMe, U 110 JIUILY ero
ObLIIO BUIHO, YTO OH OYEHb XOTeJ Obl YCIBIIATh YTBEPAUTEIbHBINA OTBET.

— He 6bu1 11... 6pocs 370. ..

— He 6b11?

— Hy, roBopio Bezib — He Obl1! DKOM ThI Kakoi. .. Pa3Be xoporo — pa30oiHuKkoM ObITh? OHH. ..
IPELTHUKH BCe, pa30OMHUKHU-TO. B Gora He BepyIoT. .. IepKBHU IpadsT. .. UX MPOKJIMHAIOT BOH, B IIEPK-
Bax-To... H-;ma... A BOT 410, CHIHOK, — yunThcs TeOe Hamo! [lopa, Opar, yx... HaunHaii-ka ¢ 6orom.
3UMy-TO MTPOYYHIIILCS, & TI0 BeCHe 51 TeOsl B MyTHHY Ha Bonry ¢ codoii Bo3bMy ...

— B yunnmme 6yny xonuth? — podko cpocust Poma.

— CnepBa 1oMa C TETKOH MOYYHIIbCA. . .

W ckopo MaJIbuMK C yTpa CaanIICs 3a CTOM M, BOAS MAJIBIIEM IO CJIABSIHCKOM a30yKe, TOBTOPSLT
3a TETKOM:

— A3... OyKH... BefIN. ..

Korga nomm no — 6pa, Bpa, rpa, ipa, MaJIbUMK JOJITO HEe MOT 0€3 CMeXa YUTaTh 3TU CJIOTH. DTa
MyZApOCTb AaBanach Pome s1erko, 1 BOT OH yKe UMTAET NEPBbIN IcasioM nepBoy kKadusmel [lcantups:

— «bna-keH My-X... WXke He WJe Ha... CO-BeT He-4e-CTH-BBIX...»

— Tak, munenbkuii, Tak! Tak, domy1ika, BepHO! — yMUIEHHO BTOPUT €My T€TKa, BOCXUIIICHHASI
ero ycrexamu. . .

— Monopnen @oma! — cepresHo ropopust UrHar, ocBetoMmisisich 00 ycrexe chiHa. .. — EneM Bec-
HOH B ACTpaxaHb, a C OCEHH — B yumIHiie Teos!

7Kv3Hp MasipuMKa KaTUiIach BIepes, Kak 1ap Moj YKJIOH. Byayuu ero yuuresnem, TeTka Oblia 1
ToBapuiieM ero urp. [Ipuxonuna Jlio6a MaskuHa, v Ipyu HUX CTapyxa Becelio MpeBpamiagach B TaKOe
ke TUTS, Kak U OHU. Mrpany B MPATKU, B KMYPKH; AETSIM ObLIO CMEITHO U MPHUSITHO BUIETh, KaK
AHdwuca ¢ 3aBA3aHHBIMY TJIATKOM TJIa3aMU, pa3Be/s IMUPOKO PYKH, OCTOPOKHO BBICTYIMAJA MO KOM-
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HAaTe 1 BCe-TaK! HAaThIKAJIaCh HA CTYJIbs ¥ CTOJIBI, JTM KaK OHa, MIIIA UX, J1a3aJia 10 Pa3HbIM YKPOMHBIM
YTOJIKaM, TIPUTroBapyBasi:

— AX, MOIIIEHHUKH. .. AX, pa30OWHMKH. .. TJIe 3TO OHU TYT 3a0MITUCH?

CorHIle TaCKOBO M PAIOCTHO CBETHJIO BETXOMY, M3HOIIEHHOMY Tely, COXpAaHUBIIIEMY B ceOe
IOHYIO AYIITY, CTAPOH XKU3HU, YKpAIIaBIIeH, 10 Mepe CUJI M YMEHbsI, )KU3HEHHbIN My Thb JETSIM. . .

Wrnar paHo yTpoM ye3:xai Ha OUpiKy, MHOT/IA He sSIBJISUICS BIUIOTH 10 BeUepa, BEUepOM OH €31
B JyMy, B TOCTH WM ellle Kyaa-HuOyap. VIHOTIa OH SIBJISUICS TOMOM MbsIHBIN, — cHayama Poma B
TAKMX CIy4asix Oeran OT Hero U MpsATaJICs], TIOTOM — ITPUBBIK, HAXO[IsA, UTO MbsIHBIN OTell JaKe JIydIle,
YeM TPE3BbI: 1 JJACKOBEe, U TMPOIIe, U HEMHOKKO CMeITHOM. Ecim 310 ciryyanoch HOUbIO — MaTbuuK
BCer/Ja MpOocCkIajcs OT ero TPyOHOro roioca:

— Andmca-a! Cecrpa pogHas! JlonycTu Thl MEHS K ChIHY, — K HACJIEJHUKY — JAOMYy-yCTH!

A TeTKa yroBapuBaja ero yKOpU3HEHHBIM, IJTa9yLM TOJIOCOM:

— Viau, uau, QpbIXHU 3Ha, Jemui Tol, okassHHbIi ! Vb Haziosuscs! Ceoi Beb YK THI. ..

— Anduca! CpiHa s Mory Bunetb? OqHum riiazom?..

— Y100 y Tebs1 TOMHYIIN 00a OT MbSIHCTBA TBOETO. . .

doma 3HaT, YTO TETKA HE IYCTUT OTIIA, ¥ CHOBA 3aChINal Moj IIyM ux roiocoB. Korna x Urnat
SIBJISIJICS TIbSTHBIA THEM — €70 OTPOMHBIE JIaIlbl TOTYAC XBATAJIM ChIHA, ¥ C MbSHBIM, CYACTIMBBIM CMe-
xoM ortell Hocut PoMy 1Mo KOMHATaM U CIIPAIIUBal €ro:

— ®omka! Yero xouews? 'osopu! I'ocrunnes? Urpymek? [Ipocu, Hy! [Toromy Thl 3Hail, HET
TeOe HUYero Ha CBeTe, 4ero s He Kymumo. Y meHs — MuwuieH! U emme 6ombiie Oynet! [onsin? Bee TBoe!

W Bapyr BocTopr ero rac, Kak racHeT CBeva OT CHJIBHOTO MopbiBa BeTpa. [IbsiHOE 1o B3apa-
TMBAJIO, I71a3a, KPACHesl, HUIMBAIUCH CJIe3aMH, U IyObl pacTATUBAIUCH B MYTJIUBYIO YIIBIOKY.

— AHdmuca! Exenu oH noMper — 4To 5 Toraa caesaw?

W Bcren 3a STUMU cioBaM# OEIIIEHCTBO OBJIAZEBAIIO M.

— Coxry Bce! — peBeJ OH, KO YCTABUBIIUCH I71a3aMH Ky1a-HUOY/Ib B TEMHBIH yroJl KOMHATHI. —
Uctpedmo! I[Topoxom B30pBY!

— By-yner, 6e300pa3Hast Tel 0Opa3uHa! AW THl MJIJIEHIIA HAIyraTh XOuelib? AJM, 4TOOBI
3axBOpaJI OH, XeJaelb? — npuuuTaga AHguca, U 3TOro ObLIO JOCTaTOYHO, YTOO WrHar nocrnenrHo
ucuesai, bopMoua:

— Hy-ny-ny! Uny, uny... Tsl TonbkO He Kpuun! He myraii ero. ..

A eciu Pome HE310pOBIIIOCH, OTEL €r0, Opocasi Bce CBOM Jief1a, He yXOAWII U3 JOMA 1, Ha10eAast
CeCTpe U ChIHY HeJIETIbIMU BOITPOCAMH M COBETAMH, XMYPBIH, C OOSI3HBIO B IJ1a3axX, XOMJI 110 KOMHATaM
caM He CBOM U OXaJl.

— To1 utO Oora-To THeBMIbL? — ropopmia AHduca. — CMOTpH, JORIET pONTaHbe TBOE JIO0 TOC-
1071, ¥ HAKaKeT OH TeOd 3a kaj100bI TBOM Ha MUJIOCTH €TI0 K Tele. ..

— 93X, cecrpa! — B3apixast Irnat. — Thl OWMU, — BeIb €XKeJIM YTO — BCS )KU3Hb MOSI PYIIIUTCS !
s gero xun?.. HemssectHo. ..

[NonoGHBbIe ClIeHb ¥ pe3KKe MePeXO/bl OTIIa OT OHOTO HACTPOESHUS K PYrOMY cHavasa myraiu
MaJIbUMKa, HO OH CKOpO MPUBBIK K HUM U, BUJS B OKHO OTIIA, TSKEJIO BbUIE3aBIIErO U3 CaHel, paB-
HOJIYIITHO TOBOPUIL

— Teta! Onarb nbsiHBIA TpHUEXan TATbKA-TO.

[Mpunina BecHa — U, UCNIONHSSA cBoe obemianue, VIrHat B3si1 CbiHa ¢ COOOM HA TTAPOXOI, ¥ BOT
nipen ©omoii pa3BepHYJIaCh HOBasl KU3Hb.

BricTpo HeceTcst BHU3 M0 TEUEHUIO KPACUBBIN M CHITbHBIN «EpMak», OyKCHUpHBINA MapOXo/ KyTa
lopneeBa, 1 o ob6a Goka ero MeJIeHHO JBUXKYTCS HaBcTpedy emy Oepera Bonru, — jeBbiid, Bech
OOJMTBII COJTHLIEM, CTEJIETCs BIUIOTh 10 Kpasi HeOec, KaK IBIIIHBIH, 3eJIeHbI KOBED, a PaBblid B3MaXx-
HYJI K HeOy Kpy4d CBOM, TIOPOCIIIKE JIECOM, M 3aMep B CypOBOM TIOKOE.
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Mex 1y HUMH BEJIMYaBO MTPOCTEPIIAch IUPOKOTpyaast peka; OeclryMHO, TOP;KECTBEHHO U HETO-
POIUTMBO TEKYT €€ BOJIBI; TOPHBIA Oeper OTpakaeTcsi B HUX YEPHOM TeHbIO, a C JIEBOW CTOPOHBI ee
YKpAIIAloT 30JI0TOM U 3eJIeHbIM 0apXaToM IecyaHble KailMbl OTMeJNel, Imupokue ayra. To TyT, To
TaM, 10 TOPE U B JIyrax sIBJISIOTCS CEJICHbsI, COJHIIE CBEPKAET Ha CTEKJIaX OKOH M30 U Ha rapye coJjo-
MEHHBIX KPBIII, CUSIIOT, B 3€JICHU JePEBbEB, KPECThI LIEPKBEN, JICHUBO KPYKAaTcs B BO3/yXe Cepbie
KPBUIbsI MEJIbHHUII, JbIM U3 TPYOBI 3aBOJa BbeTCsl B HE0O. Tonmbl pedsaTUIIeK B CUHHMX, KPACHBIX U
OebIx pybarkax, cTost Ha 6epery, MpOBOKAIOT IPOMKUMH KPUKaMHU MapoXxoj, pa30yJUBIINIA THIHHY
Ha peKe, U3-ToJ] KOJIEC ero K HoraM JeTei OeryT Becesble BOIHBL. BOT Ky4a pedsT ycenach B JIOAKY,
OHM CIIEIIHO TpeOyT Ha CpeqrHy PeKH, YTOO MOKAJaThCsl HA BOJMHAX. M3 BOIBI CMOTPAT BEPILIMHBI
JepeBbeB, MHOT/A TIeJIble KYIIbI MX 3aTOIJIEHBI Pa3JIMBOM U CTOSIT CPE/Iv BOJIH, Kak ocTpoBa. OTKya-
TO ¢ Oepera TSKeIbIM B3I0XOM JOHOCUTCS 3ayHbIBHAS TIECHS:

— 0-3 — 0-0 —emre — 0 — pa3ok!

[Mapoxon OOroHsieT IJIOTHI, 3aIUIECKMBAasi MX BOJHOW. BpeBHa XOMYHOM XOAAT MO yAapamu
HaOe’KaBIIMX BOJIH; TUIOTOBIIMKY B CHHHUX pyOaxax, MOIIAThIBasCh Ha HOraX, CMOTPAT Ha MapoXof,
CMEIOTCS ¥ 4TO-TO KpuyaT. [lopomHasi KpacaBuIa-OessiHa OOKOM HIET TI0 peKe; KeNThIA Tec, Harpy-
JKEHHBIN Ha HeW, OJIECTUT 30JI0TOM U TYCKJIO OTpaaercsi B MyTHOW BelHel Boje. [laccaxxupckuii
MapoXojl UAET HABCTPEeUy M CBUCTUT — TYJKOE 9XO CBUCTA NPSYETCS B JIeCy, B YHIENbSIX TOPHOTO
Oepera, ymupaet Tam. [TocpeaurHe peku CIIIMOAIOTCS BOJHBI IByX CYIOB, OBIOTCS 0 O0OpTa UX, U Cyla
nokaurBaoTcsl. Ha monorom cKJIoHe ropHOro Oepera pacKHMHYTHI 3eJieHble KOBPBI O3MMH, Oypbie
TIOJIOCHI 3€MJTH TIO/] TIAPOM M YepHBIe — BCIIAXaHHOW 1mof sipoBoe. [ITHIibl, MaJeHbKUMU TOYKAMH,
BBIOTCSI HaJl HUIMH, SICHO BUJHBI Ha TOIyOOM ToJiore HeOa; CTa/io MaceTcst HeB/asieKe, — U3/1alid OHO
KaXeTCs UTPYILIEYHbIM; MaJIeHbKast (PUrypKa MacTyxa CTOUT, OMUPAsiCh Ha MAJI0T, U CMOTPUT Ha PEKY.

Bcrony Gneck, mpocTtop 1 cBoOOJIa, Becelio 3eJieHbl JIyra, JJACKOBO SICHO ToTyboe He0o; B CITo-
KOWHOM JIBMKEHHMHU BOJIBI UyeTCsl CAIepKaHHasl CHJla, B HeOe HaJl Helo CUSIeT HIepoe COJTHIIE Masi, BO3-
AyX HAIOEH CNIAJIKUM 3aIiaXxoM XBOWHBIX JIEPEBbEB U CBEXKeH JIMCTBHI. A Oepera BCE UIyT HABCTpEy,
JlacKas Iia3a v JIylry CBoed KpacoToi, M BCE HOBbIE KAPTUHBI OTKPHIBAIOTCS HA HUX.

Ha Bcem BOKpYT JIEKHUT OTIEYATOK MEJIUTETbHOCTH; BCE — M IPUPOJIA U JIIOAU — KUBET HEYK-
JIOKe, JISHUBO, — HO KaXKEeTCsl, YTO 32 JICHbIO MPUTAWIaCh OTPOMHAs CHJIa, — CUJIa HeoOOprMasi, HO
elle JIMIIEHHAs! CO3HAHMSI, He CO3/IaBIlasi ceOe sICHbIX JKeJIaHUH U 11esiei. .. Ml oTcyTCTBIe CO3HAHMS B
3TOi1 MOJYCOHHOM JKM3HU KJIaJeT Ha BECh KpacuBblii IpOCcTOp ee TeHu rpyctu. IlokopHoe Teprnenue,
MOTYATMBOE OKHMJAHUE Yero-To OoJsiee )KMUBOTO CIIBIIATCS Jake B KPUKe KYKYIIKH, MPUJIETAOIEM
10 BeTpy ¢ Oepera Ha peKy... 3ayHbIBHbIE NIECHU TOYHO MPOCAT O MOMOIIH. .. [Topoii B HUX 3ByUHT
yZasib oT4asiHus. .. Pexa oTBevaeT necHsAM B3goxamu. U 3alyMUrBO Ka4aioTcsl BEPIIMHBI IEPEBbEB. . .
TumwmHa. ..

Lensie 1au Poma mpOBOAMIT HA KATMTAHCKOM MOCTHUKE PsIOM C OTIOM. Mosrya, IMpoKo pac-
KPBITBIMH TJIa3aMU CMOTPEJT OH Ha OECKOHEUHYIO MTaHOpamy OeperoB, U eMy Ka3ajioch, YTO OH [IBH-
JKETCS 10 IUPOKOH cepeOpsIHOM TPOTie B Te YyJeCHbIE APCTBA, TIe KUBYT Yapojier U OOraThipy CKa-
30K. [Topoii OH HaYMHAJT paccrpanuBaTh OTLA O TOM, YTO BUjiell. IrHaT OXOTHO ¥ OIPOOHO OTBEYAT
eMy, HO MaJIbYMKY HE HPAaBUJIMCh OTBETHI: HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO M MOHSATHOTO eMy He ObUIO B HUX, U
HE CJIBIIIAJ OH TOTO, YTO XKeJiasl Obl yeblmarh. OIHaKABI OH CO B3JOXOM 3asBUJI OTILY:

— Ters Ancduca 3Haer yure Teds. . .

— Yr0 oHa 3Haet? — cripocuit UrHar, ycmexasch. . .

— Bce, — yOesx1eHHO OTBETHUJT MAJTbUHIK.

UynecHble 1fapcTBa He ABIsUIMCH Mpen HUM. Ho uyacto Ha Oeperax peku SIBJISUTUCH TOpOJa,
COBEPIIIEHHO TaKHe ke, Kak ¥ TOT, B KoTopoM k11 ®Poma. OnHu U3 HUX ObUTH MOOOJBINE, JPyTrye —
TIOMEHbIIIe, HO U JIOIH, U AOMa, U IIEPKBH — BCe B HUX OBUIO Takoe ke, Kak B cBoeM ropoge. Poma
OCMAaTpPUBAJI MX C OTLIOM, OCTaBaJICsS HEJJOBOJICH UMM ¥ BO3BPAIIIAJICS Ha TTAPOXOJ] XMYPBIH, YCTaIIBII.

— Bor 3aBTpa npuenem B AcTpaxaHs. .. — CKa3aa ofHaxabl Mruar.

— A oHa — Takad Xxe, Kak Bce?
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— Hy, usBecrtHo!.. A TO — Kakas xe?

— A 3a Heit uT0?

— Mope... Kacrnuiickoe Mope Ha3bIBaeTcCsl.

— A 41O B HEM ecTh?

— Pui0a, uygak! Yto MoxeT B Boge ObITh?

— l'opon-or Kurtex B BOze CTOMT. ..

— To — npyroe neno! To — Kurex... B HeM — oiHU NpaBeTHUKY KUIIH.

— A B MOpe mpaBeJHbIe Topoaa He ObIBAIOT?

— He OwiBatot... — ckazan Urnar u, nomomnyas, npudasuit: — Boga Mopckasi — roppkasi, UTh
€e HeNb34. ..

— A 3a MopeM orATh 3emiis Oynaer?

— 1zBectHo! Mope-To TOTKHO ke Kpast UMeTb. OHO — Kak 4allika. ..

— W onsts ropona tam?

— W onsath ropoga, — a kak ke? Tosbko TaM yk He Haia 3emitsi OyeT, a epcuzckas. .. Bugan
NepCHsIIEK, KOTOPbIE BOT HA SIpMapKe-TO — IIeNTana, YpIokK, pucramka?

— Bupan, — orBetrit Poma u 3agymaics.

OpnHax /bl OH CITPOCHIT OTIIA:

— MHoro eme 3emyu-10?

— 3emuu, 6par, — 0-04eHb MHOTO!

— A Ha Hell Bce oquHaKoBoe?

—To ectb ut0?

—T'opona u BCE. ..

— Hy, xoHeuHo... Bce oquHakoso. ..

[Tocne MHOTMX TakKX Pa3srOBOPOB MAJIbUMK CTaJl PekKe, He TaK YIIOPHO CMOTPETh BAAJIb BOIIPO-
LIAIOLIUM B3IJISIIOM YEPHBIX IJ1a3. ..

Komanna mapoxosa moOuiia ero, ¥ OH JIOOWJI STUX CJIABHBIX PeOST, KOPMUHEBBIX OT COJHIIA U
BEeTpa, Becesio MYyTUBIIKX ¢ HUM. OHM MacTepusiv eMy phiOOJIOBHBIE CHACTH, JIENANIH JIOAKH U3 Ape-
BECHOH KOPBbI, BO3UJIMCh C HUM, KaTaJli €ro [0 peKe BO BpeMsl CTOSIHOK, Korja VIrHat yxoaui B ropos
1o jiesiaM. MaJlbuMK 4acTo CIIbIIIaj, Kak MOPYTrHUBajIy ero OTia, HO He oOpalia Ha TO BHUMAHUS U
HUKOIJa He MepeaBajl OTIy TOro, 4to cibliall 0 HeM. Ho onHaxapl, B AcTpaxaHu, KOrjaa napoxop
rpy3uics tormsoM, Poma ycrbixai rosioc [lerpopuua, MavHucTa:

— IIpukasan BaJUTh CTONBKO JPOB, — Th(hpy, HECOOOPA3HBIN YeTOBEeK! 3arpy3ut mapoxos o
camyio nayOy, a MOTOM OpeT — MalllHy, TOBOPUT, IOPTHIIb YaCTO. .. MAacjIO, TOBOPHT, 3ps1 JIbEeUb. . .

I'onoc ceporo u cypoBoro JjionmaHa OTBeyat:

— A Bce Ka/IHOCTh €10 HeroMepHasi — AelIeBye 3[ech TOILUIMBO, BOT OH U cTapaercs. .. KajeH,
TIbsIBOJT !

—KapeH...

[ToBTOpEHHOE HECKONBKO pa3 Kpsily CJIOBO 3amajo B namsath Pombl, 1 BeYepoM, ykKHHas C
OTLIOM, OH BJIPYT CIIPOCHJI €TO:

— Tara!

— Acp?

— Twl kagHBINA?

Ha Bompockl oT11a OH nepeaast eMy pa3roBop JioMaHa ¢ MammHucToM. JInmo Mraara ompayu-
JIOCh, ¥ IJ1a3a THEBHO CBEPKHYJIM.

— Bot oHoO uTO!.. — TporoBopuJ OH, TPsAXHYB rojoBoi. — Hy, Tbl He Toro, — He ciymail ux. Ouu
TeOe He KOMIIaHHsI, — Thl OKOJIO HUX TTOMEHbIIIe BEPTUCh. Thl UM XO35IMH, OHU — TBOM CIYTH, TaK U
3Hal. 3axoueM MbI ¢ TOOOM, M BCEX UX JI0 OJHOTO Ha Oeper IMIBBIPHEM, — OHHM JICIIEBO CTOAT, M UX
Be3Jie Kak cobak Hepe3aHbiX. [ToHs1? OHU PO MEHSI MHOTO MOT'YT XY/IOTO CKa3aTh, — 3TO MNOTOMY OHH
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CKaXyT, 4TO sl UM — MOJTHBIA rocroguH. TyT Bce Ie0 B TOM 3aBsI3710, UTO 51 YIAWIMBBIA U OOTaThIi,
a Ooraromy Bce 3aBUAYIOT. CUACTIIMBBINA YEJTOBEK — BCEM JIIO/ISIM Bpar .. .

JlHs1 yepe3 JBa Ha MapOXOf IBUJIMCh HOBBIE U JIOIIMAH W MAIITHUCT.

— A rae SIkoB? — cipocui MaJIb4uK.

— Paccuuran s ero... nporsan!

—3aT0?

— 3a To camoe. ..

— U TlerpoBuua?

— U ero.

dome NoHPaBUIIOCH TO, YTO OTEIl €r0 MOXET TaK CKOPO MepeMeHsTh Jofel Ha napoxone. OH
YJIBIOHYJICS OTITY M, COW/Isl BHU3 Ha MatyOy, MOfoNIeN K OAHOMY MaTpoCy, KOTOPBIA, CH/Is Ha IOy,
PacKpyuMBaJl KYCOK KaHaTta, Jiefiasi Baopy.

— A JIOIIMaH-TO HOBBIH YK, — 00bssBII PoMa.

— 3Haewm. .. [looporo 3m0poBbuiia, Poma Urnatenu! Kak cnan-nmounsan?

— W MatmyHuCT HOBHIM. . .

— W mammnucr. .. XKasnko INerpoBuya-to?

— Her.

— Hy? A oH 10 T1e0s1 Takoi JTAaCKOBBIA OBLI. . ..

— A 3a4eM OH TATIO pyrau?

— O? Anu oH pyran?

— Pyran, g Benp ciplal. ...

— MM... a OTeu-To TOXe, 3HAYMT, CIIBIIIAN?

— Her, 310 51 emy cka3zai. ..

— Th1... Ta-ak... — IPOTSAHYJ MAaTPOC U 3aMOTYAJI, TPUHSBIIUCH 32 paboTy.

— A 1T MHe TOBOPHT: «Thl, TOBOPUT, 3716Ch XO35MH... BCEX, TOBOPHUT, MOXKEIIb MPOrHATb,
KOJIM XOYellb. ..»

— Takoe neno!.. — ckazan MaTpoc, CyMpadHO TOMISAIbIBAs HA MaJIbYMKa, O)KUBJICHHO XBACTaB-
IIero mpej, HAM CBoel Xo3siiickor BiacThio. C 3toro nHs doma 3aMeTwl, 4To KOMaHJa OTHOCUTCS
K HEMY Kak-TO MHa4e, YeM OTHOCHJIACh PaHbIIIe: OIHU CTaJH elle Oojiee YroAMBhl U JIACKOBHI, APY-
rve He XOTeJM TOBOPUTH C HHUM, a €CJIM ¥ TOBOPHJIH, TO CEPAMTO U COBCEM He 3a0aBHO, KaK paHbIIe
obiBasio. doma JOOMI CMOTPETh, KOrja MOIOT MaxyOy: 3aCy4ydB IITaHBI MO KOJEHU, MATPOCHI, CO
mBaOpaMu ¥ METKaMU B pyKax, JIOBKO OeraioT 1o naayoe, MOJMBAOT ee BOIOW U3 Bejiep, OphI3raioT
APYT Ha pyra, CMEITCs, KpUyar, MaJaioT, — BCIOAY TeKYT CTPYH BOJbI, ¥ )KUBOM IIIyM JIIOAIEH CIIMBa-
eTcsl C ee BecesbIM IJIECKOM. PaHbllle MajlbuMK He TOJIbKO HE MeIllajl MaTpocaM B 3TOM IIyTOYHOU U
JIeTKOi paboTe, HO IPUHUMAJT JeSITEJIBHOE yJacThe, 0OIMBasi UX BOIOW U CO CMEXOM yOerast OT yrpo3
o6t ero. Ho nocne pacuera [NerpoBuya u SIkoBa OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO TENepbh BCEM MEIIAET, HUKTO
HE XOYeT UrpaTh C HUM M BCE CMOTPST Ha HEro HEJaCKOBO. YIIMBJICHHBIN U I'PYCTHBIN, OH YIIIEN C
nasyosl HaBepX, K MITYPBaJLy, CeJl TaM U CTaJl ¢ OOMI0M 3alyMYMBO CMOTPETh Ha CHHUI Oeper U 3y0-
YaTylo NoJocy Jjieca. A BHU3Y, Ha Mayryoe, UTPUBO TUIECKAIACh BOIA M MATPOCHI BECEJIO CMESITUCh. . .
Emy oudeHb XOTeI0Ch K HUIM, HO YTO-TO HE IyCKaJo ero Tyja.

«Jlepuch OT HUX MOJAJIbIIIE, — BCIIOMHIJI OH CJIOBA OTIIA, — Thl UM XO35IUH. . .»

Tornma eMy 3aX0TesIOCh YTO-HUOYIb KPUKHYTh MaTpoCcaM — YTO-HUOYAb TPO3HOE U XO3SIHCKOE,
TaK, KaK OTer] Kpu4uuT Ha HUX. OH 10/1ro npuayMeiBal — 4to Ob1? Y He mpuayman Hudero. .. [Tpomuio
ere JHs /1Ba, TPH, U OH SICHO TOHSUI, YTO KOMaH/a He JoOuT ero. CKy4HO eMy CTajio Ha Mapoxofe,
Y BCE Yallle 1 YaIle U3 pa3HOI[BETHOTO TyMaHa HOBBIX BIEUYATJICHUI BHITUIBIBAI Tipen Pomoii 3aTem-
HEHHBII IMU 00pa3 JIACKOBOU TeTKN AH(HCHI C ee CKa3KaMU, YIbIOKaMH 1 MSTKUM CMEXOM, OT KOTO-
POro Ha AyIy MaJIbuuKa BesyIo pagocTHBIM TeryioM. OH Bce ellie XUl B MUpPe CKa30K, HO 6e3XKaiocT-
Hasl pyKa JISMCTBUTEIBHOCTH YK€ PEBHOCTHO pBaJia KPACHUBYIO MAyTUHY UYJECHOTO, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO
MaJIBUYMK CMOTpEJ Ha Bce BOKpYT Hero. Ciiy4ail ¢ JIOIIMaHOM M MAIlIMHUCTOM HAllpaBWJI BHUMAaHHUE
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MaJIbUMKa Ha OKpyKamoilee; raza PoMbl cTaiu 30pye: B HUX SIBUJIACh CO3HATENIbHAS MBITMBOCTD,
Y B €r0 BOIIPOCaX OTILy 3a3BYYasio CTPEMJICHUE TTOHSTh, — KAKUE HUTU U TIPYKUHBI YIIPABIISIOT ACH-
cTBUsIMU Jiiofen? OHaX bl MPei HUM pa3birpajiach Takasi CIIeHa: MaTpOChl HOCUJIU JPOBa, U OJIUH
13 HUX, MOJIONION, KyAPsABBIN 1 Becesblii EuM, Mpoxoas ¢ HOCUIKaMHU 1o maayoe mapoxoja, FpOMKO
Y CEpAUTO TOBOPHIT:

— Her, yx 310 6e3 Besikoit coectu! He ObIIO Y MEHSI TAKOTO YTOBOPY, YTOOBI IPOBA TaCKaTh.
Marpoc — Hy, cTaJio ObITh, JIEJIO TBOE sICHOE!.. A 4TOOHI ellie ¥ IPOBa. .. criacno0! ITo 3HAYMT — ApaTh
C MeHs Ty IIKypy, KOTOPOH s He Tpojail... 1o yx 0e3 coBectu! Wb Th, KAaKOW MacTep COKH-TO
Y3 JIIOJeW BbIKUMATb.

Manpuuk ciymiana 3Ty BOPKOTHIO M 3HAJI, UTO JIeNIo KacaeTcs ero otua. OH BUAEN, YTO XOTS
Edum BopunT, HO Ha HOCKJIKAaX y HEro IpoB OOJIbIIe, YeM Yy JPYTruX, U XOOUT oH ObicTpee. HukTo
U3 MaTpOCOB HE OTKJIMKAJICS Ha BOPKOTHIO Edrma, 1 naxe TOT, KOTOPBI padoTai B mape ¢ HUM,
MOJTYaJT, THOT/Ia TOJIBLKO MPOTECTYs TPOTUB ycepausi, ¢ KakuM EduM HakiapiBast JpoBa Ha HOCUJIKH.

— Byner! — xmypo roBopusi oH. — Yaid, He Ha JIoIIa b TPy3Hlllb.

— A b1, 3Hall, MoTun! Bripsiriu Te6s1, Hy ¥ Be3H, He OpbIKaiics. .. U exenyt KpoBb U3 Te0s1 OyayT
COCaTh — TOXE MOJTYM, — YTO Tl MOXKEIIIb CKa3aTh?

Brpyr orkyna-to siBusics Uruar, mojonien K MaTpocy U, CTaB POTUB HETo, CypOBO CIIPOCHIL:

— IIpo uto roopuib?

—T'oBopio, cTaso OBITH, KaK YMEIO. .. — 3alMHasCh, OTBeTII Epum. — YroBopa, Mos1, He ObLIO. ...
YTOOBI MOJTUATh MHE. . .

— A KTO 3TO KpOBb cocath OyneT? — nmoriaxkusast Oopomry crpocwui WUrHar.

Marpoc, MOHSIB, YTO MOMAJICS ¥ YBEPHYThCS HEKya, OPOCHII U3 PyK TMOJIEHO, BBITEP JIAJOHH O
IITaHbl U, TSI IpsMO B o MrHata, cMesio ckasad:

— A pasBe He npasaa mosi? He cocelus Thl. ..

-A1?

— Thr.

doma Buzen, Kak OTell B3MaxHYJl PyKOH, — pa3fajics KaKOW-TO JISI3T, M MAaTpOC TSIKENO yra
Ha gpoBa. OH TOTYAC K€ TOTHSUICS M BHOBb CTaJl MOM4a padoTath... Ha Gernyio kopy Oepe3oBbIx
APOB Karajia KpoBb U3 €ro pa3oMTOro JIMIia, OH BRITUPAJ €€ PyKaBOM pyOaxu, CMOTpeI Ha pyKaB H,
B3/bIXas1, MOTYaJI. A KOT/Ia OH IIeJT ¢ HOCHIIKaMi MUMO POMBI, Ha JIMILIE €ro, Y MePEHOChs, IPOKaIIH
ABe OOJIBIIME MYTHBIE CIIE3bI, U MAJIbYUK BUET UX. ..

O06enas ¢ oTIIOM, OH OBLT 32 IyMYMB ¥ MocMaTprBal Ha irHata ¢ OOS3HBIO B TJ1a3ax.

— Tel uTO XMypUIIbCA? — TACKOBO CIPOCUII €T0 OTEll.

- Taxk...

— Heznoposurcsi, moxet?

— Hery...

— To-To... T, KONMKM UTO, CKAXKM. . .

— CuiibHblii THI!.. — BOPYT 3a/lyMUYMBO [TPOrOBOPUII MAJIBUMK.

— $I-10? Hudvero. .. Bor He oOuieN U CUIIOM.

— Ka-ak 1bI ero jaBeya TpecHyn! — TUXO BOCKJIMKHYJ MaJIb4MK, OITYCKasi TOJIOBY.

Wrnar Hec KO pTy KYCOK XJie0a ¢ UKpOM, HO PyKa €ro OCTAaHOBUJIAChH, y/epKaHHAs! BOCKJIUIIA-
HHEM ChIHA; OH BOIPOCUTEJILHO B3IJISIHYJI HA €T0 CKJIOHEHHYIO TOJIOBY M CLIPOCHUL:

— 310 — Epumky, uto 11?

— Ha... no kposu!.. Kak mesn oH IOTOM, Tak IUIAKaJl. .. — BIOJTONIOCA PACCKA3bIBAI MAJIBUMK.

— MwM... — npombiuan UrHar, nepeskeBbiBasi Kycok. — 7Kaseenb Tbl ero?

— Xasko! — co cne3amu B rosoce ckazan Poma.

—H-na... Bums 181 yTO!.. — cKa3an UrHar.

[ToTom, momoIT4aB, OH HAJIWJI PIOMKY BOJKH, BBIIIAJI €€ M 3arOBOPHUJI BHYIIIUTEJIBHO:
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— Xanetp ero — He 3a 4yt0. 3psi Opajl, HY U MOJYYUJ, CKOJIBKO CJEIOBAIO... I ero 3Hai: OH
— MapeHb XOPOIINiA, YCePAHbIH, 3J0POBbIA U — HETTTYI. A pacCyk/1aTh — He €ro JeJl0: pacCyXIarh si
MOTY, TIOTOMY YTO 51 — XO35IUH. DTO He MPOCTO, XO3IMHOM-TO OBITh!.. OT 3yOOTBIYMHBI OH HE IOMPET,
a ymHee Oyzer. .. Tak-To... 9x, Poma! MnageHerl Thl... HIYEro He TIOHUMAaelllb. .. HaJI0 yYUTh TeOs
KUTb-TO... MOXeT, y’k HEMHOI'O OCTaJIOCh BEKY MOET0 Ha 3emJie. . .

Wrnar nomomnyal, eie BB BOIKM U CHOBA BPa3yMHUTEIbHO HAYaJI:

— Kanertp mionelt HaJO... 3TO Thl XOPOIIO Jenaelib! TONbKO — HYKHO C Pa3yMOM KaJeTh. ..
CHauaJsia TOCMOTpPY Ha YeJIOBeKa, Y3Hal, KaKo! B HEM TOJIK, KaKas OT HEro MoxeT ObITh monb3a? U
€XeJTM BUIMIIb — CHJIbHBIA, CTTIOCOOHBIN K JeJTy YeJIOBeK — IMOXKaJIeH, TIOMOTU eMy. A eXeld KOTO-
pbIii cradblid, K ey He CKJIOHEH — IUTIOHb Ha Hero, Mpoiau MuMo. Tak U 3Hail — KOTOPBIN YeioBeK
MHOTO KaJyeTcsl Ha BCe, Ja OXaeT, JJa CTOHET — I'POIl eMy IIeHa, He CTOUT OH JKaJIOCTH, U HUKAKOU
TOJTB3bI THl €My He TIPUHEeCeIllb, eKeIH U TIOMOXKEIIb. .. TOMBKO MyIle KUCHYT Aa OayloTCsl TaKkue
OT JKQJIOCTU K HUM. .. JKHMBYUM y KPECTHOTO, HACMOTPEJICSI Thl TaM Ha Pa3HYIO HIyIIEePy: CTPAHHUKU
9TH, IPUKHUBATIBITUKN, HECIACTHEHBKYE. .. U pa3Hble rafpl... O0 HUX 3a0ydb... ITO HE JIIO/H, a TaK,
CKOpJIyIia OfIHA, HX HA YTO OHM HE TOHHHI... DTO BPOJE KaK KJIOIBI, OJIOXU ¥ Apyras HEUuCTh... U
He Uit Oora OHM KUBYT — HETY y HUX HUKAKOro 0ora, UMs JKe ero BCye MPU3bIBAIOT, YTOOBI Typa-
KOB pazXaJIOOUTh J]a OT UX KAJIOCTUA YeM-HUOY/b MMy30 ceOe HaOuTh. [Jis Iy3a CBOEro KUBYT OHU U
KpOMe Kak — MUTh, KPaTh, CHATh JJa CTOHATh — HUYETro He YMEIOT Aesarh... OT HUX — OfMH pa3Bal
aymm. ToNbKo 3amrHaenIbes 3a HuX. Y XopoImii 4yesloBeK cpeid HUX — Kak CBekee sI0JI0KO cpein
THWIBIX — UCTIOPTUTHCS MOXKET... MaJl Thl, BOT YTO, — HE MOXeEIllb Thl IOHUMAaTh MOUX CJIOB... ThI
TOMY TIOMOTaid, KOTOPBIA B Oe/ie CTOeK... OH, MOXET, U He TOIMPOCHUT y TeOs MOMOIIY TBOEH, Tak
THI CaM JIOTaJakcs, J1a IOMOTH eMy 0e3 ero crpoca... [la KOTopblid TOpIaplil 1 MOKET OOUIEThCS Ha
MOMOIIIb TBOIO — Thl BUJy €My He ToJaBaii, 4To MoMoraeliib. .. BoT Kak Hajo, 1o pazymy-to! Tyt —
TaKoe JIeJIo: yIaJiv, CKakeM, B TOCKH B I'PsI3b — OJIHA THWJIAs, Apyrasi — XOpolliasi, 3J0poBas 10cKa.
UYro ThI ToMKeH caenarb? B ramion qocke — kakoil mpok? Thl OcTaBb ee, MycKal B IPsI3u JIEKHUT, 110
HEW MPOWTH MOXHO, YTOOBI HOT' HE 3aMapaTh... A 3JI0pOBYI0 — MOTHUMH U MTOCTaBb HAa COJIHIIE, OHA
— He Tebe, Tak JAPYroMy — Ha 4To-HUOYabh rogutcs. Tak-To, ceiHOK! Ciyinaii MeHsl Ja TIOMHH... A
EdumKky kanetb He 3a 4TO, — OH MapeHb JeJIbHbIN, IIeHy ceOe MOHUMaeT. .. VI3 Hero rumoxoi aynry
HE BBIIHUOEIIb. .. BOT 1 TOCMOTpIO HEJeIbKY BpeMs, J1a K IITypBaIy ero MoCTaBiio. .. A Tam, IJIsIH,
JorMaHoM OyreT... U exenu KanuTaHoOM ero cleiath — JIOBKMI OyaeT kanuraH! BoT kak soau-To
pactyT... 4, 6par, cam 3Ty HayKy ITPOXOAUJI, — TOKE HEMAJIO TUTIOX CheJl B €r0-TO rofibl. .. Ham, CBIHOK,
BCEM XHM3Hb-TO — HE MaTh POJIHAsS, — Hallla CTPOrasi XO3sMKa OHa. ..

Yaca aBa roBopui MrHar cbiHy 0 CBO€i MOJIOZIOCTU, O TPyJaxX CBOUX, O JIOASX U CTPAITHON
cHie UX CJ1a0OCTH, O TOM, KaK OHM JIIOOAT U YMEIOT MIPUTBOPATHCS HECYACTHBIMHU JIJISI TOTO, YTOOBI
KHUTh Ha CYET JPYTUX, M CHOBA O cebe — 0 TOM, KaK M3 MPOCTOro pabOTHUKA OH CIENIAJICS XO3IMHOM
OOJIBIIIOTO JieNa.

MautbuuK CyIiai ero pevb, CMOTpPeT Ha Hero M YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO OTeI| Kak OyATO BCce Omke
nojiBUraeTcsl K Hemy. M XOTh He 3Bydasio B pacckasze OTIia TOro, 4eM ObLTH OOraThl CKa3Kd TEeTKU
AHuCHI, HO 3aTO OBUIO B HUX YTO-TO HOBOE — OoJiee SICHOE U TIOHSATHOE, YeM B CKa3Kax, U He MeHee
WHTepecHoe. B MajieHpKoM cepiiie 3a0MI0Ch YTO-TO CHUJIBHOE M TOpsiuee, U ero MOTSAHYJIO K OTILY.
WrHar, 10mKHO OBITh, 110 IJIa3aM ChIHA OTTaJaJ €ro YyBCTBA: OH MOPHIBUCTO BCTAJ C MECTa, CXBATHII
ero Ha PyKH M KPErKo Mprkal K rpyau. A doma oOHSIT ero 3a Ielo |, MPYKABIIUCh MEKON K ero
IeKe, MOJIYal, AbIIIa YCKOPEHHO.

— Cpraumikal.. — myxo menTan Mraatr. — MUl Tl MOM. .. paiocTh Thl MOsi!.. YUuCh, MOKa
s KMB. .. 9-3X, TPYIHO KHUTb!

Jporuyso cepaile pedeHKa OT STOro IIENOTa, OH CTHCHYJI 3yObl, M TOpSYKE CJIe3bl OPBI3HYIN
U3 ero Ias. ..

[Mapoxon men Ha3a, BBepx 1Mo Bosre. JlyniHOM UIOIBCKON HOYBIO, KOTIa HE0O OBLIO MOKPBITO
T'YCTBIMH, YEPHBIMU TYYaMU U BCe Ha peKe ObLJIO 3JI0BelIe CIIOKONHO, — MPUIUTBUM B KazaHp v BcTamm
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OKOJIO YCJIOHa B XBOCTE O'POMHOTIO KapaBaHa Cyl0B. JIS3r IKOPHBIX LieTiel M KPUKM KOMaH bl pa3oy-
o PoMy; OH MOCMOTPENT B OKHO M YBUJIAJL: 1aJIEKO, BO ThME, CBEPKAIA MaJICHbKME OTOHbKU; BOZIA
OblJ1a YepHa 1 I'yCTa, KaK Maclio, — 1 OoJiblle HU4ero He Buaarh. Cepilie MaaburKa )KyTKO B3POTHYIIO,
Y OH CTaJl BHUMATEJBHO ciaymarh. OTKyaa-To jJojerana ee CbIHasl KanoOHasi IeCHsI, yHbIBHAS,
KaK [MPUUYUTAHUE; HA KapaBaHe NePEKJIMKAINCh CTOPOkKa, CEPIUTO LIMUIEN IApOXO, Pa3BO/s MapHl. . .
UYepHas Boza peKy rpyCTHO U THUXO IUIECKasiach 0 OopTa cyaoB. BcMaTprBasich BO TbMY MPUCTAIBHO,
10 601K B I1a3aX, MAIBYUK pa3iinyal B HEW YepHbIe TPYAbl U OTOHBKH, €J1e TOPEBIINE BHICOKO HaJl
HUMH. .. OH 3HaJI, YTO 3TO OBUTH Oap’kK, HO 3HAHKME HE YCIIOKAMBAJIO €ro, cepiiie OMIoch HEpOBHO, a
B BOOOpakK€HUM BCTABAM KAaKHe-TO MyTalolre TeMHbIe 00pasbl.

— 0-o0... 0l.. — JOHeccs U31any MPOTSKHBIA KPUK U 3aKOHYMJICS TIOXOXkE Ha pblaaHue... Bor
KTO-TO TIPOIIIEJT TIO Tasryoe K OOpTy mapoxopa. . .
— 0-0-0... — pa3aaIOCh OMATH, HO YKe IIe-TO OJIMIKeE. . .

— Slpum! — Brionrosnoca 3aropopuiu Ha nanyoe. — Yepr! Beragaii! Bepu Garop. ..

— 0-0-0!.. — 3acToHanu rae-To 6:mm3Ko, 1 Poma, B3IPOTHYB, OTKAYHYJICS OT OKHA.

CrpaHHBIN 3BYK MOATUIBIBAT BCe ONMKE U POC B CBOEH CUJIE, PBIIAJ U TasI B UEpHOU ThMe. A
Ha nayryoe TPEeBOXHO IIETITAJIH:

— fpumka! [la Bctanb — rocth 1uisiBeT!

— [le? — paznancs TOpOruMBbIA Borpoc. .. [To many6e 3anuienany 60ckle HOTH, MOCIBIIIAIACh
BO3HS1, MFIMO JIMI[a MaJIbuMKa CBEpXY CKOJIB3HY/IM [1Ba Oarpa v noyty OeCiryMHO BOH3UJIKCH B TYCTYIO
BOLY...

— T'o-0-ocTh! — 3apbianu rae-To OIM3KO, U pa3aajcs TUXUHN, CTPAHHBIA TUIECK BOJIBI.

Manbuuk gposai OT yxkaca Ipejl TUM IPYCTHBIM KPUKOM, HO HE MOT' OTOPBATh CBOMX PYK OT
OKHA ¥ I71a3 OT BOJIBI.

— 3axru oHapkb... HE BUAATh HUYETO!..

W BOT Ha BOay ynaJsio mSATHO MyTHOTO cBeTa... Poma BUjiel, Y4TO BOjIA TUXO KOJIBIIIETCS, PsiOb
WJIET 110 Hel, TOYHO el OOJIHO U OHA B3paruBaeT ot OOJIH.

—I'napu. .. tiaau!.. — UCTyraHHO 3alienTaiy Ha namyoe.

B 10 ke Bpems B MATHE CBETa Ha BOJE SIBUJIOCH OOJBINOE, CTPAITHOE YEJIOBEUECKOE JIUIIO C
Oe/IbIMU OCKaIeHHBIMU 3y0aMu. OHO IUTBLIO Y TOKAYMBAIOCh Ha BOZIE, 3yObl €ro CMOTPEITH MPSIMO Ha
domy, 1 TOYHO OHO, YIIBIOASICH, TOBOPHIIO:

«9X, MaJIbYMK, MAJIbYMK. .. XO-OJIOAHO!..»

Barpbl AporHynm, MOAHSJIMCH B BO3/IyXe, MOTOM CHOBA OITyCTHIIUChH B BOJLY.

— INuxaii ero... Begu!.. CMOTpH — IOIOOBET B KOJIECO. . .

Barpbl ckomb3uiM 1o OOpTy W Iapanajimch 00 HEro co 3BYKOM, MOXOXKHM Ha CKpHUIT 3yOOB.
[Inenanbe HOT 0 MaTyOy MOCTENIEHHO YIAISIOCh Ha KOPMY ... M BOT Tam BHOBb pa3ziajicsi CTOHYIIHUI
3ayMOKOMHO BO3IJIAC:

—T'0-0-0CTb...

— Tara! — 3akpuvan Poma. — Ta-g14. ..

Orter; BCKOYMIT HA HOTH ¥ OPOCHIICS K HEMY.

— Yro tam? Yto onm nenator? — kpuyana Poma.

OrpomMHBIMU TIpbIKKaMy VIrHAT BBICKOUMJI BOH U3 KalOTHI ¢ TUKUM peBoM. OH BO3BpaTHJICS
CKOpO, paHblie, yeM Poma, Kauasch Ha HOTax U OINISABIBAsICh BOKPYT ceOsi, J00pajcs OT OKHA [0
OTLIOBOU MOCTEJIU.

— Ucnyranu te6s1, — Hy, HI4Yero! — rosopuit IrHar, B3siB ero Ha pyKu. — JIOXKHCh-Ka CO MHOM. . .

— Yro 310? — THXO crpanmBai Poma.

— 9T0, CBIHOK, HUYETro... DTO — YTOIIIUH. ... YTOHYJ YeoBeK U IUbBeT... Hudero! Tel He
Ooiicsl, OH yXKe YIUIBLT. ..

— 3a4eM OHU TOJIKAJIM ero? — JOMpaIIMBal MAIbYUK, KPEKO MPUKABIIKCh K OTILY U 3aKPbIB
r71a3a oT crpaxa. ..
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— A —T1aK yx Hajo. .. [TomoObeT ero Boza B KOJIECO. .. HaM, K IIPUMEpY. .. 3aBTpa YBUIUT IOJIHU-
LMsl. .. BO3HS MOWAET, JOIPOCH... 3aaepxkar Hac. Bor ero u nposoxator aansiie... EmMy uro? On
YK MEPTBBIH... eMy 3T0O He OOJbHO, He OOMIHO... a KUBBIM M3-32 HEro OECIIOKOWCTBO OBLIO OHI. ..
Cry, CBIHOK !..

— Tak oH u nomsiBET?

— Tak u noruteiBeT. .. I'ne-HuOy b BBIHYT — CXOPOHSIT. . .

— A peiOa ero crect?

— Pri0a He ecT yenoBeube TeNo. .. Paku ensr. ..

Crpax ®ombl Tas1, HO Ipej la3aMM €ro BCe elle MOKauMBaIoCh HA YEPHOM BOJE CTpalIHOE
JIMILIO C OCKAJICHHBIMU 3yOamHu.

— A OH KT10?

— Bor ero 3naet! Thl ckaxku 0 HeM OOTY: TOCHOIH, MOJI, YIIOKOM JyIIy ero!

— T'ocriogu, ynokoit aymry ero! — menorom nosropuii doma.

— Hy, Bot... U cniu, He 6oiics!.. OH yx Teneps naneko-o! IlnsiBer cebe... Bot — He momxonu
HEOCTOPOXKHO K OOPTY-TO, — yIaiellb 3TaK — crack 0or! — B BOIy H...

— A oH TOXe yrnan?

— U3BectHO, ynain... MoxeT, IbsiH ObLT... A MOXeT, caM Opocuiics... ECTh U Takue, KoTopbie
camu... Bo3pmer ga u 6pocutcst B Boay... U yroner... KusHb-T0, Opar, Tak ycTpoeHa, 4To MHas
CMEpTh IJIsI CAMOTO YeJIOBEKa — Mpa3/iHUK, a UHasl — JUIs1 BceX Oyaroars!

— Tar4...

— Criu, poHOM. . .
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I

B niepBblii ke 1eHb MIKOJIBHOM KU3HU PoMa, OIIeSIOMJICHHBIH KMBBIM 1 OOJPBIM IIIyMOM 3310p-
HBIX IHAJIOCTEN U OyWHBIX, TETCKUX WP, BHIICIII U3 CPEbl MATbUYMKOB JBYX, KOTOpbIE Cpa3y MOKa-
3aJMCch eMy MHTepecHee aApyrux. OquH cuen Brepenu ero. ®oma, morsabiBast UCTIOAIO0bS, BUIET
[IMPOKYIO CIHHY, TOJHYIO IIel0, YCesSHHYI0 BECHYIIKaMM, OOJbIINE YU U TJIAJKO OCTPUKEHHBIH
3aTBUIOK, TIOKPHITHIA SIPKO-PBIKAMH BOJIOCAMH.

Korpma yuurens, 4eoBeK ¢ JIICOM TOJOBOM W OTBUCJION HIDKHEW ryooit, mo3sair: «CMoJuH,
Adpukat!» — pbIKMII MaJIbUMK, HE TOPOIISICh, MOAHSIICSA HA HOTH, TIOIOLIEN K YYUTENI0, CIIOKOMHO
YCTaBWJICS B JIUIIO €MY U, BBICITYIIIAB 33/1a4y, CTAJI TIIATEIbHO BHIIMCHIBATH MEJIOM Ha JJOCKE OOJIbIIue
KpyIJyible HUQpBbI.

— Xopol1io, — 10BOJIbHO! — cKkazan yuutesb. — ExoB, Hukonaii, — npomosxkaid!

Onun u3 coceneit oMbl 1Mo apTe, — HEMOCEJIUBbINA, MAJICHBKUI MATbYMK C YePHBIMU, MBIITTH-
HBIMM I71a3KaMM, — BCKOUMJI C MECTa M MOLIeT MeXAy NapT, 3a Bce 3a/eBasi, BepTs roJloBOM BO Bce
CTOPOHBI. Y JTOCKU OH CXBaTHJI MeJI ¥, IPUBCTaB Ha HOCKHU Carlor, C IIyMOM, CKPHUIISL U COps1 MEJIOM,
CTaJl THIKaTh UM B JIOCKY, HaOpachkiBasi Ha Hee MeJIKUe, HesICHbIe 3HAKH.

— Tu-1e, — ckazan yuuTtenb, 00JIE3HEHHO CMOPIIHB JKEJITOE JIMIIO C YCTATIbIMU IJIa3aMHU.

A E3OB 3BOHKO M OBICTPO TOBOPWIT:

— Tenepb MbI y3HaIIM, YTO MEPBBIA PA3HOCUMK TMOTYUHIT Oaphlllla CEMHA/ALATH KOTEeK. . .

— HosombHo!.. [opaees! UTo Hy)HO caenaTh, YTOObI y3HATh, CKOJIBKO OApBbIIIa MOy YT BTOPOH
pa3HOCUUK?

Habmonas 3a noBeieHneM MaJIbuMKOB, — TAK HE TIOXOKHX JIPYT Ha Apyra, — Poma ObuT 3aXBaveH
BOIPOCOM BPACILJIOX ¥ — MOJTYaJl.

— He 3naems?.. O6bsican emy, CMOJHH. . .

CMONMH, aKKypaTHO BHITUPABIINI TPSIIKOM MaJIblIbl, HCIIAYKAHHBIE MEJIOM, MOJIOKUI TPSIIIKY,
He B3IVIHYB Ha PoMy, OKOHUMI 3a]a4y U CHOBA CTaJl BHITUPATh PyKH, a ExKOB, ynbpi0asch v OAIPHI-
r'MBasi Ha X0y, OTIIPABUJICS HA CBOE MECTO.

— OXx Thl! — 3amenTtan oH, ycaxkuBasich psaoM ¢ POMON U yk KCTATH TOJKas €ro KyJIakoM B
60k. — Yero He Moskerb! Beero-to Gapeiia cKOIbKO? TPUALIATH KOTIEEK. .. 2 pA3HOCYMKOB — JIBOE. . .
OJIVH TMOJTyYMJI CEMHA/ILIATh — HY, CKOJIBKO APYrou?

— 3Haio s, — menoroM otBeT1 Poma, IyBCTBYsI cedst CKOH(YKEHHBIM M pacCMaTpUBas JIUI0
CMon1Ha, CTENIEHHO BO3BpAILABILIErocst Ha cBoe MecTo. EMy He OHpaBMIIOCh 3TO JIMLIO — KPYIJIOE,
MECTPOEe OT BECHYIIIEK, C TOMyObIMH TJIa3aMH, 3arlJTbIBIIMMU SKHPOM.

A Ex0B O0JbHO IUIMaJ éMy HOTY U CIIpalinBa:

— Twt yeit cbin — [Hanoro?

- Ha...

— Ume. .. Xouers, s Tebe Beeria NMojcKa3siBaTh Oyy?

— Xouy...

— A 4T0 pamub 3a 3107

doma nomyman v ClipoCHII:

— A Tbl 3Hael» cam-10?

— 17 {1 — nepBblil yUeHUK. . .

— Bel, Tam! E3XOB — OnsITh THI pa3roBapyBaeiiib? — KPUKHYJ yUUTeNb.

E>x0B BCKOUMJT HA HOTH M OOMKO CKa3aJl:

— 310 He s, IBan Angpeny, — 310 ['opaees!

— O6a oHU mIemuyTCs, — HEBO3MYTUMO 00bSIBIIT CMOJTHH.

7KannoOHO CMOPIIMB JIMIIO W CMEIITHO HUIeNast CBOEH OOMBIION TYOOH, yUUTelh MOKYPHII BCEeX
UX, HO €ro BBITOBOP He momelnan ExoBy ToTuac e CHOBa 3allenTaTh:
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— Jlagno, CmonuH! ¢ Tebe mpurioMHIo 3a s6ey. ..

— A TBI 3a4eM CBJTMBAEIIIb HA HOBEHBKOTO? — HE IOBOPAYMBasi K HUM T'OJIOBBI, TUXO CIPAITUBAJT
CMmonuH.

— JlagHo, maguo! — mmren Exos.

doma Momyal, UCKOca MOMISIBIBAS HAa IOPKOTO COCea, KOTOPbIA OJHOBPEMEHHO U HPaBUJICS
eMy, ¥ BO30yXJaJl B HeM KeJlJaHUe OTOIBUHYTHCS OT HEro nojassiie. Bo Bpemsi mepeMeHsl OH y3Hau
ot ExoBa, uto CMOJIMH — TOKe O0TraThlii, ChIH KOKEBEHHOTO 3aBOIYMKA, a caM EXOB — ChIH cTOpOX)a
13 Ka3eHHOM MaJaThl, OeqHSAK. DTO OBUIO SICHO MO KOCTIOMY OOMKOr0 MaJIbuMKa, CIIUTOMY U3 Cepou
OyMazed, yKpallleHHOMY 3arjiaTaMHi Ha KOJIEHsIX U JIOKTSIX, MO ero OJieHOMY, TOJIOHOMY JIHILY, O
BCEIl MaJICHbKOM, YIJIOBATOM U KOCT/Is1BOM (purype. ['oBopuit Exx0B MeTa/IlIMUECKUM aJIbTOM, MOSICHSIS
CBOIO peub IpUMacaMH U KECTaMHU, ¥ 9aCTO YHOTPeOJIsiI B peUr CBOU CJIOBA, 3HAUEHUE KOTOPBIX OBLIO
W3BECTHO TOJILKO €MY OTHOMY.

— M1 ¢ To60ii Gynem ToBapHIIH, — 00bsIBUI OH Pome.

— A TBI 3a4eM JaBeya YUMTeNI0 Ha MeHs NOXaJloBaiICcs? — HaloMHMI emy [opzaeeB, nmogo3pu-
TEJIbHO KOCSICh Ha HEro.

— Bort! YUro Te6e? Tl HOBEHbKHIA 1 OOTATHIH, — C OOTATHIX YUUTENb-TO HE B3BICKUBAET. .. A 5 —
OenHbIll 00BEI0OH, MEHSI OH He JIIOOUT, IIOTOMY UTO s O30PHHYAI0 M HUKAKOTO MOJAapKa He TPUHOCHIT
emy... KaOsl s 10X0 yunsicst — oH Obl IaBHO YK BBIKJTIOUMII MeHs. Thl 3HaeIllb — s OTCIO/Ia B THMHA3UIO
yiay... KoHuy BTopoii Kjacc v yiiy... MeHs y TYT OIUH CTYJEHT IPUTOTOBIIsET. .. TaMm 51 Tak Oymy
YUUTbCS — TOJIBKO JEPKUCh! A y Bac Jiomaieil CKOJIbKO?

— Tpu... 3auem Tebe MHOTO yunThes? — cripocus Poma.

— IoTomy 4TO — 51 OEAHBIN. .. BeTHBIM HYKHO MHOTO YUHUTBCSI, OT STOTO OHU TOKE OOraThIMU
CTaHyT, — B JIOKTOpA MOW/IyT, B YUHOBHUKH, B opuriepsl. .. 5 Toxe Oymy 3BsikapeM... cadms Ha OOKy,
IITOPbI HA HOTaX — APbIHb, IPbIHB! A ThI yeM Oyenib?

— H-ne 3Ham0!.. — 3agymunBo ckazan Poma, pa3isiibiBasi TOBAPUILIA.

— TebGe HuyeM He HAAO OBITh. .. A TOTyOeH Thl TOOUIIIH?

— JIo6mo. ..

— Kakoii To1 pypibira! V-y! O-o! — nepenpaszuusan ExoB MeaneHHy1o peub @ombl. — CKOJIBKO
y Te0si ronyoei?

—V mend Her...

—9x To1! Borarbii, a He 3aBelt roy0Oe. .. Y MeHs ¥ TO TPU eCTh, — CKOOAph OJIMH, JIa TOTyOKa
nierasi, j1a Typmas... KaObl y MeHs1 oTer| Obl1 Oorathiil, — 51 ObI CTO ToyOel 3aBe U BCce Obl TOHSLT
el feHs. Yy CMonHa ecth rotyou — xoporue! YeThpHaaIaTh, — TYpMaHa-TO OH MHE TIOJIapyIL.
TosbKO — BCe-TaKu OH JKaJHBIN. .. Bee OoraTbie — kanHbie! A Thl TOXE — KaJIHbIN?

— H...ne 3nat0, — HepemmTenbHO ckazan Poma.

— Tw1 npuxonu k CMoONMHY, BMecTe Bce Tpoe U OyJieM TOHSTb. . .

— JlagHO... eXenu MeHs IyCTAT. ...

— PasBe oren-to He moouT Teds1?

— Jlobur.

— Hy, Tak myctut... ToNbKO Thl HE TOBOPH, UTO U 51 TOXKE MOy, — CO MHOM, IOXaTyH, U B3a-
MpaBay He MyCTUT... Thl ckaxku — Kk CMoMHy, MoJ1, rmyctute. .. CMmonuH!

[Nomorien TOACTHI MaJIBUMK, U EXOB MPUBETCTBOBAJ €10, YKOPU3HEHHO IMOKAYMBast TOJIOBOM:

— DX Tbl, ppukuid s0eqHuK! He cTouT ¢ ToO0# U APYKUTHCS, — OYIbIKHUK !

— Yto TH pyraemibcsi? — CHOKOMHO cripocn CMomuH, pasmisiasiBas PoMy HEMOOBHKHBIMU
rJ1a3amMH.

— $1 e pyraioch, a mpaBay roBopio, — noscHui ExX0B, Bech MOIEpruBasich OT OKHMBJICHUS. —
Coymaii! Xots Thl ¥ KHCeJb, a — J1aJHO YK ! B BockpeceHbe nociie o0eHu 5 ¢ HUM Uy K Tede. ..

— Ilpuxonute, — KuBHYJ ronoBoii CMOJHH.
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— Ipunem... CKOpo yk 3BOHOK, MOOETy YMka MpoaaBaTh, — 00bsBUI EXOB, BRITACKUBAs U3
KapMaHa MITaHWIIEK OyMasKHBIN MAKeTUK, B KOTOPOM OMJIOCH UTO-TO *kMBOe. M OH mcye3 co aBopa
YUWINIIA, KaK PTYTh C JIAJIOHH.

— Ka-akoii on! — ckazan Poma, NopaxeHHbI KUBOCThI0 EsKOBa M BOMPOCUTENBHO TJIsAs HA
CmosnuHa.

— JIOBKMIA, — MOSICHWIT PHIKUN MaJIbUMIK.

— U Becemnwiin, — modasun doma.

— U Becenwiii, — cornacuicsa CMoIHH.

[ToToM OHM MOMOJTYAITH, OTJISI/IBIBAST IPYT JIpyTa.

— Ipunenis ko MHE ¢ HUM? — CITPOCHJT PHIKUM.

— Ipuny...

— IIpuxonu... ¥ MeHs xopouo. ..

®doma HUYero He ckazai Ha 310. Torma CMOIUH CIIPOCHIT €ro:

—V 1ebs1 MHOTO TOBapHIIIECH?

— Huxoro Her...

— ¥V MeHs ToXe JI0 YYWJIHIIA HUKOTO He OBUIO. .. TOJIBKO OpaThs IBOIOPOIHBIE. .. BOT Temeps y
TeOs1 OyIyT cpasy JBOE TOBAPUIIIEH. . .

— Ia, — ckazan ®oma.

— Korpa ects MHOTO TOBapuiiei — 310 Beceso. .. M yauthbces Jierde — moackas3pIBaooT . . .

— A Tbl XOpOUIO YYHIIbCS ?

— 41 — Bce XopoIo jienan, — CIOKOMHO ckazai CMOJIHH.

3aapede3xay 3BOHOK, TOYHO UCITYTaHHBIA ¥ TOPOIUIMBO MOOEKABIIHIA Ky/Ia-To. ..

Cups B mkone, PoMa mouyBcTBOBa ceOst CBOOO/IHEE U CTaJl CPABHUBATH CBOMX TOBApUIIIEH
C IpyruMH Majbuvikamu. Bckope OH Haies, uto 00a OHU — caMble JIydIllie B IIKOJIE W MEePBHIMU
OpocaioTcs B 1133, TaK ke pe3Ko, Kak 3TH JBe HUMPHI 5 1 7, He CTepThIe ¢ YePHOU KJIACCHOM JTOCKHU.
N ®ome cTaio mpuATHO OTTOTO, YTO €r0 TOBAPHIIH JIyUIlle BCEX OCTATbHBIX MaJILYUKOB.

M3 1mkosel OHK TpoOe MOILIM BMeCTe, HO EKOB CKOpO CBEpHYJ B KAKOU-TO Y3KHi MEPeyJIoK.
CmonuH ke 1men ¢ PoMoit BILIOTh JI0 €ro AoMa U, MPoIIasch, CKa3at:

— BoTt BuuIIb — ¥ XOIUTh HaM BMecTe !

Homa ®oMy BCTPETHIIM TOPKECTBEHHO: OTEIl MOJAPUIT MATTBUKKY TSKEYI0 CepeOPSHYIO JIOKKY
C 3aTeUJIMBBIM BEeH3eJIeM, a TeTKa — Imapd cBOero BsA3aHbs. Ero sxmam odenarh, MPUroTOBIIIN JIIOOU-
Mble M OJTI0/Ia ¥ TOTYAC Ke, KaK TOJBKO OH Pa3fesics, YCaaWIM 3a CTOJ M CTAJIM CIIPAIIUBaTh.

— Hy 4ro, noHpaBwiock B yurmuiie? — cnpammsai VrHar, ¢ JIoOOBbIO I HA PyMsSHOE U
OXHBJICHHOE JIMIIO ChIHA.

— Huuero... CnaBHo! — orBevan doma.

— Mutblii ol MOH! — yMWIEHHO B3fbIXada TeTKa. — Thl, CMOTPH, TOBApUIIIAM-TO HE MOJIa-
Baiics... UyTb OHU U4eM OOUJAT TeOsl, THI cefiuac YIUTEITI0 U CKaKH MPO HUX. ..

— Hy, ciymaii ee! — yemexnysicst Urnar. — Dtoro He jienait Hukorga! Cam co BCIKMM OOWTYH-
KOM CTapaiicsi ypaBUThCs, CBOEH pyKoy Hakaxu! PebATHIKK-TO Xoporue?

— la, — ®oma ynmeiOHysICs, BecriomuHas 00 ExxoBe. — OnuH Takoit Ooikuil — 6ena!

— Yeii TakoB?

— Cropoika ChIH. ..

— Boek, ropopuiiib?

— Crpacrs!

— Hy — 6or ¢ num! A gpyroii?

— A 1pyroit — pel-uxuil Bechb... CMOJUH. ..

— A! Murpus MBaHblua CbiH, BUIHO... DTOTO JAEPKUCh, KOMIIAHUS Xopoulas... Murpuii —
YMHBI MYKUK... KO CHIH B HEero — 31o jagHo! Bor apyroi-to... Tel, ®oma, BOT UTO: THI MPH-
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I71aCH-Ka MX B BOCKPECEHbE B TOCTH K cede. 1 KyIumio rocTuHIIeB, yromarhb Tol X Oyzenb. .. [lors-
UM, KaKue OHH. ..

— B Bockpecenbe-to CMonuH MeHs K cede 30BeT, — 00bsiBr Poma, BOMPOCUTENTBHO BIIJISTHYB
Ha OTIIA.

— Wb T81... Hy, noau! 1o Huvero, noau. .. [IpucmarpuBaiics, Kakue ecTh JIIOAW Ha 3eMJIe. . .
OpnuH, 6e3 Apy)Obl, He TPOXUBEIIb. .. BOT 51 C TBOUM KPECTHBIM JBAIATh JIET C JIUIIKOM APYXKY —
MHOTMM OT YMa €ro Mornoib30Bajicsi. Tak ¥ Tbl, — cTapancs JpyXUTb C TEMH, KOTOpPBIE JTydllle, yMHee
Te0s1... OKOIO XOpOIero YejaoBeKa MOTPelIbesl — Kak MeiHask Komeika o cepedpo — 1 cam 3a JBY-
I'PUBEHHBII coiiens. .. — U, cMesich cBoeMy cpaBHeHMIO, IrHaT no6aBumit: — 1o — 1ryuy si. Ctapaiics
HE TOJJIeJIbHBIM, & HACTOSIIIIM OBITh. .. YM UMe XOTh MaJIeHbKHA, Ja CBOM. .. UTO, ypOKOB-TO MHOT'O
3agam Tede?

— MHoro! — B30XHY/I MAJIbUUK, M B3[JOXY €T0 OTKJIMKHYJIACh TSDKEJIBIM B3[I0XOM TETKa. . .

— Hy — yun! Xyxe apyrux B Hayke He Oyap. Xola ckaxy TeOe BOT YTO: B yUMJIHIIE, — XOTh
ABaLATh MATH KJIACCOB B HEM Oy/ib, — HHYEMY, KpOMe KaK MHCaTh, YATATh Jja CUUTATh, — HE HAy4YaT.
[mynocTsiM pa3HBIM MOXHO ellie Hay4uuThCsl, — HO He Jail Tedbe Oor! 3anopio, exenu 4yTo... Tabak
KypHTh OyZellib, IyObl OTPEKY. ..

— Bora nomuu, ®omyiika, — cka3zana Tetka. — ['ocriosa Harero, cMoTpu, He 3a0ypb. . .

— 3710 BepHO! Bora u popuTtesns —yru! Ho s mpo To Xo4y cka3aTb, 4YTO KHUTU-TO yueOHbIE — eTI0
ere majoe. .. Hy)xHbl oHUM TeOe, Kak IUIOTHHUKY TOTOp Ja pyOaHOK; OHM — MHCTPYMEHT, a TOMY, KaK B
JIeJI0 ero yIoTpeOuTh, — THCTPYMEHT He HayuuT. [ToHsn?.. CkaxkeM Tak: JaH IJIOTHUKY B PYKH TOTIOP
¥ JIOJDKEH OH UM oOTecath OpeBHO. .. Pyk Ja Toropa TyT Masio, HaJio elie yMeThb yAapuTh IO JepeBy, a
He 110 Hore ce0e. .. BBIXOAUT, 4TO OMHUX KHUT MaJIO: HAJIO eIlle YMEHbe MOIb30BaThCs UMHU. .. BOT 310
YMEHbE M €CTh TO CaMOe, UTO Oy/IeT XUTpee BCAKMX KHHT, 2 B KHUTax O HEM HAYEro He HAMCaHo. . .
Srtomy, Poma, HAJIO yUUTHCS OT CaMOU OT KM3HU. KHHTa — OHa Belllb MepTBasi, ee Kak Xouellb OepH,
PBU, JIOMail — OHA HE 3aKPUYHUT. .. A KU3Hb, YyTh ThI 110 HEH HEBEPHO IIArHYJI, HETIPABUILHO MECTO
B Hell cebe 3aHs1I, — THICSYBIO TOJIOCOB 3a0peT Ha Tebsd, J1a ellle W yIapuT, C HOT COObET.

doma, 0OIOKOTACH Ha CTOJ, BHUMATEIBbHO CIIyIIA OTLA W, TIOJ] CHJIbHBIE 3BYKHM €r0 roJjoca,
MIPE/ICTaBIISLI ceOe TO TUIOTHUKA, 0OTECHIBAIONIETO OPEBHO, TO ceOs1 CAMOT0: OCTOPOKHO, C MPOTSHY-
THIMU BIIEPE/l PyKaMH, 1O 3bIOKOH TIOYBE OH TMOJKPAJbIBAETCS K YEMY-TO OTPOMHOMY M )KUBOMY U
JKeJIaeT CXBATUTh 3TO CTPAIHOE YTO-TO. ..

— YenoBek j10KeH ceOst Oepeub TSl CBOETO Jefia M Iy Th K CBOEMY JIeJTy TBEpIO 3HaTh. .. Yesno-
BeK, Opar, TOT e JIOIIMaH Ha CyaHe... B mMonomocTy, Kak B MojioBonbe, — uau npsmo! Besne tebe
nopora... Ho — 3Haii Bpemsl, Korza 1 3a IpaBek B3AThCs HAIO... Boga cOblia, — Tam, Msau, Meb,
TaM Kapya, TaM KaMeHb; BCE 3TO HaJ0 YCUMTaTh M BOBPEMsl OOOMTH, YTOOBI K MPUCTAHU JIOTUIBITH
LEJIOMY. ...

— S nombIBY! — cKa3as MajbuMK, YBEPEHHO W TOPIO TSI Ha OTIIA.

— Hy? Xpabpo roopuins! — UrHat 3acmesiicsi. U TeTka Toke JTACKOBO 3acMesiiach.

Co Bpemen# noe3aku ¢ otiioM 1o Bonre Poma cran 6onee O0WKKUM U pa3srOBOPUYMBBIM C OTIIOM,
TeTkor, MasikunbiM. Ho Ha ynmiie uiam rae-Huyns B HOBOM JIs1 HETO MECTe, TIPU UyKHUX JIIOASX, OH
XMYPHJICSI M TIOCMATPHUBaJl BOKPYT ceOsl MOAO3PUTETHHO U HEJOBEPUYMBO, TOYHO BCIOY UyBCTBOBA
YTO-TO BpaXAeOHOE eMy, CKPBITOE OT HEro U MojcTeperaloliee.

Hovamu uHOrma OH BIPYT MPOCKHIIAJICS U MOAONTY MPUCTYIIMBAICS K TUIIUHE BOKPYT, MpU-
CTaJILHO paccMaTpuBasi TbMy HIMPOKO PACKPHITBIMU I1a3amMu. [Ipes HUM peTBOPSIIMCH B 00pasbl U
KapTUHBI pacckasbl oTra. OH He3aMeTHO Uil ce0s MyTal UX CO CKa3KaMM TEeTKU M CO3/1aBaJl Xaoc
COOBITHI, B KOTOPOM SIpDKHE Kpackd (paHTa3uy NMPUYYAIMBO MEPEIUIETAINCh C CYpPOBBIMU TOHAMU
AENCTBUTENILHOCTU. [10Ty4anock 4To-To OrpOMHOE, HETIOHSITHOE; MAJIbUMK 3aKPhIBAJI IJ1a3a, THAJ OT
ce0s1 Bce TO U XOTe Obl OCTAHOBUTH MI'Py BOOOpakeHH I, MyraBiylo ero. Ho on 6e3ycneniHo meitaics
YCHYTh, a KOMHAaTa BCE TeCHee HaIOJHSIACh TEeMHBIMU 0oOpa3amu. Toraa oH TUXO OyIul TeTKY:

—Tera... A terd...
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— Yt0? Xpucroc ¢ TOOOH. . .

— 51 mpuny k tebe, — mentan Poma.

— Iomrro? Criu-ka, MutyIa Mosi. .. CIH. ..

— 51 6o10ch! — co3HaBAJICS MATBUHIK.

— A TBI IpOUUTAil Mpo cedst «1a BOCKpecHeT bor» u nepecranenis 00AThCS-TO.

®domMa JIeKUT C 3aKPHITHIMU I71a3aMU M YMTAET MOJIUTBY. TUIIIMHA HOUM PUCYETCS TIpe]l HUM B
BUzIe OeCKpaiiHero MpoCTpaHCTBA TEMHOUM BOJIbI, OHA COBEPILICHHO HETOIBHKHA, — Pa3JIHJIach BCIOLY
Y 3aCThUIa, HET HU PsiOW Ha Hell, HA TeHU JIBWKEHHWS, ¥ B Hel TOXXe HEeT HUYero, XOTs oHa Oe30HHO
r1yooka. OYeHb CTPAIIHO CMOTPETh OJIHOMY OTKYHA-TO CBEPXY, U3 ThbMBI, Ha 9Ty MEPTBYIO BOLY. ..
Ho BoOT pa3zmaercst 3ByK KOJIOTYIIIKM HOYHOTO CTOPOKA, ¥ MaJbUMK BHUIUT, YTO TIOBEPXHOCThH BOJIBI
B3JIparvBaeT, Mo Hel, MOKPhIBas ee psAObI0, CKauyT KPYIJIble, CBETIbIE IAPHKU. .. YIap B KOJIOKOJ Ha
KOJIOKOJIbHE 3aCTaBJISIET BCIO BOY BCKOJIBIXHYThCSI OJJHUM MOTYUYMM JIBUKEHUEM, M OHA JIOJTO TIABHO
KOJIBILIIETCS OT 9TOTO y/apa, KOJIBIIETCS U OOJIBIIOE CBETJIOE MSATHO, OCBEIIAET €€, PaCIIUpsIeTCs] OT
ee IeHTpa Ky/a-To B TEMHYIO J1ajib U OefqHeeT, TaeT. CHOBA TOCKJIMBBI U MEPTBBIN MOKON B 3TOM
TEMHOM ITyCTBIHE. ..

— Ter4... — ymonsone wenyer Poma.

— AcuHbKku?

— 41 k Tebe mpuny...

— Jla uau, uay, ponHyIa mMos. ..

[NepeOpaBiuch Ha OCTENb K TETKE, OH )KMETCS K Hell U IPOCHT:

— Pacckaxu uyto-HUOY . . .

— Houblo-TO? — COHHO MPOTECTYeT TeTKa.

— Iloxa-anyiicra. ..

Ee ne npuxonutcs gonro npocuts. [o3eBbiBasi, OCUIIIIIMM OT CHa TOJIOCOM, CTapyXa, 3aKpbIB
I71a3a, pa3MEpEHHO FOBOPUT:

— U BoT, cymapb Thl MOWi, B HEKOTOPOM I1apCTBE, B HEKOTOPOM TOCYIAPCTBE KUITA-ObLIH MYK
12 KeHa, 1 ObUTH OHU OeHble-TipedeHble!.. YK Takve-TO pa3HeCYaCTHbIE, YTO U €CTh-TO UM OBbLIO
Heuero. [ToxoasT 3To OHU 10 MUPY, AAYT UM T/ YePCTBYIO, 3aBAJIAIIYI0 KOPOUKY, — TEM OHH JAE€Hb U
CHITBHL. V1 BOT pOIMIIOCh Y HUX JWTE. .. POJWIIOCH TUTE — KPECTUTh HAJIO, @ KaK OHUM OeHbIe, YTOCTUTh
¥M KYMOB JIa TOCTE HeueM, — He UJeT K HUM HUKTO KpecTuTh! OHU U TaK, OHU U CSIK, — HET HUKOTO!..
N B3momuuck onu toraa ko rocnopay: «l'ocrogu! I'ocionu!..»

doma 3HaeT 3Ty CTpAIIHYI0 CKa3Ky O KPeCTHHKe Oora, He pa3 OH CIBIIIAJ ee U ykKe 3apaHee
pucyert npejt coO0i 3TOro KpeCcTHUKA: BOT OH eJIeT Ha OeJIoM KOHE K CBOMM KPECTHBIM OTILY U MaTepH,
elleT BO ThMe, TI0 MyCThIHE, M BUJUT B HEW BCe HECTEPITUMbIE MYKH, KOUM OCYKJICHBI TPEITHHKM. . .
W cApmmT OH TUXUE CTOHBI M TPOCHOBI UX:

«0O-0-0! Yenoseye! cipocH y rocropa, AOJITO JI €Iie MyYUThCST Ham 7»

Torna ManbuMKy KakeTcsi, YTO 3TO OH CaM €/IeT B HOUM Ha OesloM KOHe, K HeMy OOpallieHbl
CTOHBI U MoJieHusi. Cepilie ero CKUMAeTCsl, CJIe3bl BBICTYNAIOT HA IIa3aX, OH KPEeIKO MX 3aKPbLT U
OOUTCS OTKPBITh, OECITOKOWHO BO3SICh B MOCTEJH. . .

— Cnum, IUTATKO MOe, XPpHUCTOC ¢ TOOOI ! — TOBOPUT CTapyxa, IpephiBasi CBOIO MOBECTh O MyKax
JHONeH.

Yr1pom nocne Takoit Houn Poma BCTaBasl, TOPOIUIMBO MBUICS, HACKOPO MWJI Yail U Oexas B
yUWIHIIe, CHAOKEHHBIN CIOOHBIMU U CJIAIKMMHU MAPOKKAMU, — MIX TaM K/1aJ1 BCerja roioqHbIi ExoB,
MUTABIIHICS OT IIEIPOT CBOErO OOraroro TOBAPHIIA.

— IMpunep noxpars? — BcTpeuan oH Pomy, MOBOISI CBOMM OCTpbIM HOCOM. — JlaBai, a To s
yiien u3 oMy 6e3 Hudero. .. [Ipocna, yepr e gepu, — 10 IBYX YaCOB HOUM BCe yumiics. .. Thl 3a1a4u
cnenan?

— He cpenan.

— 2x 18I, Kapamopa! Hy, s1 ux tebe ceituac packaraio!
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BriuBasich B mupor MeJTKUMU, OCTPHIMU 3y0aMU, OH MYPJIBIKAJ, KaK KOTEHOK, ITPUTOIBIBAT B
TaKT JIEBOM HOTOM M B TO e BpeMs pelal 3aaady, opocas Pome kopoTkue (pasbl:

— Bugan? B yac BHITEKJIO BOCEMb BeJiep... a CKOJIBKO YacOB TEKJIO — MiecTh? DX, CIAIKO BbI
emute!.. Illecth, cTasio OBITH, HAJO MOMHOXHUTH Ha BOCEMb... A Thl JIIOOWIIH TUPOTH C 3€JICHBIM
aykom? $1 — ctpactb kak! Hy BOT, U3 mepBoOro KpaHa B IIECTh 9aCOB BBITEKJIO COPOK BOCEMb. .. a BCETO
HAJIVJTA B YaH JIEBSHOCTO. . . IaJIbIIIe-TO TIOHNMAEIIIh?

EsxoB HpaBuiics Pome 6osnbiie, yem CmomuH, HO co CmonrHbiM Poma xui apyxHee. OH yauB-
JISITICS. CIOCOOHOCTSIM M JKMBOCTH MAaJICHBKOTO YeJIOBeKa, BUJEN, UuTo EXOB ymMHee ero, 3aBUI0OBAI
eMy U OOMKaJICS Ha HEero 3a 3TO M B TO ke BpeMs KajeJl ero CHUCXOIUTEIBHON JKaJIOCTBIO CHITOTO
K royioqHOMY. MoxkeT ObITh, IMEHHO 3Ta jKaJIOCTh OOJIbIIIe BCErO JAPYroro Memiajia eMy OTAaTh Mpe/-
MOYTEHNE KUBOMY MAIBUUKY Tlepe/i CKYYHbIM, pbikM CMonuHbIM. ExXOB, mo0s mocMesThes Hajl
CHITBIMU TOBAPUINAMH, YACTO TOBOPHJI FIM:

— DX BB, YeMOJJAHUMKHU C MMUPOKKAMHU!..

doma cepauiicss Ha HETO 32 HACMEIITKU U OTHAK/IBI, 3aJICThIA 32 Cepalle, MPEe3PUTEIHbHO U 3710
CcKaza:

— A TbI — TIOTIpOIIIAKa, HUIIUH !

Kenroe nmuto ExxoBa MOKPBUIOCH MATHAMU, U OH MEIJIEHHO OTBETHJT:

— JlagHo, myckaii!.. A BOT s He OyIy NOJICKa3bIBaTh TeOe — M CTaHEeIllb Thl OpeBHOM !

JIHSI TpU OHU He pa3rOBApUBAJIN JIPYT C IPYTOM, K OTOPUYCHUIO YUUTEIsI, KOTOPBIN JOMKEH ObLI
B 9TH JIHU CTaBUTh €IUHUIIBI U JBOMKH ChIHY BceMH yBaxaemoro Urnara ['opaeesa.

ExoB 3HaJ BCe: OH paccKas3bliBaJl B YUUJIMIIE, YTO y MPOKYpOpa POIMIA TOPHUYHASA, & TIPOKY-
POpoOBa *keHa 00JIHIa 32 ITO MYKa TOPSTINM Kode; OH MOT CKa3aTh, KOT/a ¥ IJIe JIydIlie JIOBUTh epIIeH,
yMeJT JiesiaTh 3arajHyd U KJIeTKU IS TITHIL, OAPOOHO cOO0Iall, OTYEro U KaK MOBECUIICS COJIaT B
KazapMme, Ha yepyiake, OT KOro U3 poauTesiell YIeHUKOB YUUTe b TIOTYYrI CErOIHS MOaPOK U KaKOu
MMEHHO MTOJJAPOK.

Kpyr untepecoB u 3HaHnil CMOJIMHA OrPaHUIUBAJICS OBITOM KYNEUECKUM; PhIKUN MaJIbuMK
JOOUJT ONpeIeNisATh, KTO KOro Ooraue, B3BElIMBasi U OLIEHUBAs WX JIOMa, Cy/a, Jiomajei. Bce 31o oH
3HAJ MOAPOOHO, TOBOPUIT 00 STOM C YBJICUCHUEM.

K ExO0BY OH OTHOCHJICS TaK e CHUCXOOUTENLHO, Kak 1 Poma, HO Oosiee OpykKeCKU U POBHO.
Kaxnpiii pa3, korna ['opaeeB ccopuiicst ¢ ExXOBBIM, OH CTpEeMIJICS IPUMUPHUTD UX, a KaK-TO pa3, Uis
IIOMOM 13 IIKOJIBI, cKazai dome:

— 3aueM ThI Bce pyraeuibes ¢ ExoBbiM?

— A 4T0 OH 60JBHO 3a3HaeTcs? — cepauTo oTBeTIIT Poma.

— To w 3a3Haercs, 4TO Tl YUHUIIILCSA IUIOXO0, a OH Beeraa nmomoraer tede... OH — yMHBIA... A
4yTO OE/IHBIN, TaK — pa3Be B TOM OH BUHOBAT? OH MOXET BBIYUHTHLCSI BCEMY, YeMY 3aX04eT, ¥ TOXKE
Oyzet Oorar...

— Komap oH kakoii-To, — mpeHeOpekKUTeNIbHO cKazan Poma, — MUIIUT, TTUIIUT, 12 BAPYT U YKY-
cur!

Ho B ’u3HU MaJIbYMKOB ObLIIO HEUTO OOBbEAMHSIBINIEE BCEX UX, OBUIM YaChl, B TeUEHUE KOTOPHIX
OHU yTPAYMBAJIM CO3HAHME PA3HMIIBI XapaKTEpPOB W ToyokeHus. [1o BOCKpeceHbsIM OHU BCE TpoOe
cobupaychk y CMONIMHA U, B3/Ie3ast Ha KpbIiry duresis, Te Obula yCTpoeHa OOIMpHAst TOTyOATHS, —
BBIITYCKAJIU TOTyOeH.

KpacuBbie chIThie NITHIIB, BCTPAXUBAS OSJTOCHEKHBIMU KPbLIbSIMH, OJJHA 32 JAPYTOW BBLICTAIN
13 TONTyOSTHU, B PSiJl yCAKUBAIMCH HA KOHBKE KPBIIITH M, OCBEITIIEHHBIE COJTHIIEM, BOPKYS, KPACOBATUCH
nepesi MaJIbuuKaMHu.

— lyraii! — npocun ExoB, B3nparuBasi OT HETEpIEHUSI.

CMOJNVH B3MaxHBaJl B BO3/IyXe JJIMHHBIM IIIECTOM C MOYAJIOM Ha KOHIIE ¥ CBUCTAJL.

Wcnyranneie romyon Opocaiuch B BO3/AYX, HATIONHSAS €ro TOPOIUTUBBIM IIIyMOM KpbUTbeB. U
BOT OHWU IJTABHO, ONKCHIBAsI INIMPOKKE KPYTH, B3BIMAIOTCS BBEPX, B TOYOYI0 ITyOuHY HebOa, IJIbIBYT,
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CBepKasi cepeOpoM M CHEroM orepeHwsi, Bce Bbiie. OIHU U3 HUX CTPEMSATCS JOCTUYb 0 KYyIoja
HeOec MIaBHBIM ITOJIETOM COKOJIA, ITUPOKO PACIIPOCTUPAst KPbLIbsI U Kak Obl HE IBUTast UMM, JPyTye —
UTPaIOT, KYBBIPKAIOTCS B BO3/IyXE, CHE)XHBIM KOMOM MaJaloT BHU3 U CHOBA, CTPEJIOI0, JIETST B BBICOTY.
Bor Bcs cTas MX KakeTcsl HeMOJABUKHO CTOSIIIEH B MyCThIHE HeOa U, BCE YMEHbINAsCh, TOHET B HEMl.
3aKMHYB T'OJIOBBI, MAJTbUMKHA MOJTYA JTIOOYIOTCS NMTHIIAMH, HE OTPBIBAs I71a3 OT HUX — YCTaJIBIX IJ1a3,
CUSIIOIINX THXOHM PaIoCThIO, HE UyKIOM 3aBUCTJIMBOIO YyBCTBA K STUM KPBUIATBIM CYIIIECTBAM, TaK
CBOOOJHO YJIETEBIIIMM OT 3€MJIM B UUCTYIO, TUXYIO 00JIaCTb, MOTHYIO COJTHEYHOTo Oecka. MaieHbKast
rpynmna e/iBa 3aMeTHBIX IIa3y TOYEeK, BKpaIUIeHHasl B CUHEBY HeOa, BJieUeT 3a cO00i BOOOpaKeHUe
nereit, 1 ExoB orpezesnsiet ooimee BceM YyBCTBO, KOTa TUXO M 33 JyMYMBO TOBOPUT:

— Hawm Os1, Gpartiipl, Tak MOJIETaTh. . .

OOberHeHHBIE BOCTOPIOM, MOJYAJIMBO U BHUMATEJILHO OXUIAIONIME BO3BpAICHUS U3 IJTy-
OVHBI HeOa MTUIl, MAJIBYUKH, TUIOTHO MPHKABIIUCH APYT K JPYTY, AATEKO — KaK UX rolyOou OT 3eMIu
— YITA OT BeSTHUSI JKM3HU; B 3TOT Yac OHU MPOCTO — JIETU, HE MOTYT HU 3aBU/I0BaTh, HU CEPOUTHCS;
Yy’K/ible BCeMY, OHM OJIM3KH JIPYyT K JApYyry, O6e3 cloB, Mo OecKy I71a3, MOHUMAIOT CBOE YyBCTBO, U —
XOPOIIIO UM, KaK MTUIaM B Hebe.

Ho BOT rosyou onycTumch Ha KpbIlily, YTOMJIEHHbIE TIOJIETOM, 3arHaHbl B TOTYOSITHIO.

— Bparusl! Afina 3a sonokamu?! — npenyaraet ExoB, BIOXHOBUTENb BCEX WP M TIOXOKICHHI.

Ero 30B U3roHsieT U3 A€TCKUX Iyl HABESTHHOE OyOsIMU MUPHOE HACTPOEHHUE, U BOT OHU OCTO-
POXHO, TIOXOIKOW XMIITHUKOB, C XHIITHOM IyTKOCTBIO KO BCSAKOMY 3BYKY KpalyTcs MO 3aJBOPKaM B
cocennuil can. CTpax ObITh OMMaHHBIM yMepsieTCsl HA/IEKI0M Oe3HaKa3aHHO yKpacTh. BOpoBCcTBO
€CTh TOXe TPy, U TPY/l OMACHbIN, BCE e 3apadOTaHHOE TPYIOM — Tak ciagko!.. M tem craie, yem
OOJBIIIM KOJIMYECTBOM YCUJIMI B3AITO... MalbulKM OCTOPOXKHO Tepesie3alnT yepe3 3a00p caaa o,
COTHYBIIIMCh, TIOJI3YT K SIONIOHSIM, 30PKO U MYTJIMBO OMIsABIBasich. OT KakA0ro MIopoxa cepama ux
ApokaT 1 3aMeIsioT Ouenre. OHM ¢ OIMHAKOBOW CHJION OOSTCSA M TOTO, YTO UX IMOUMAIOT, U TOTO,
YTO, 3aMETUB, — y3HAIOT, KTO OHU; HO €CJIM UX TOJBKO 3aMeTAT M 3aKpUyYaT Ha HUX — OHHU OyayT
1oBOMBHBL. OT KPUKA OHU Pa3JeTATCs] B CTOPOHBI M UCYE3HYT, a IIOTOM, COOPABILIUCH BMECTE, C TOPsi-
IIIMMHU BOCTOPIOM M YJAJIBIO TJ1a3aMH, OHH CO CMEXOM OYyIyT paccKasblBaTbh JIPyT APYTY O TOM, YTO
YyBCTBOBAJIM, YCJIBIIIIAB KPUK M MOTOHIO 32 HUMH, ¥ YTO CIIyYHJIOCh C HUIMH, KOTJ]a OHU OeKasu 1o
cajy Tak OBICTPO, TOUHO 3eMJIsl Topesia Mojl HOraMHu.

B mnomoGHbIe pazboiinuyby Habern doma BKIIAABIBAT cepilia OoJbIle, YeM BO BCE Apyrue
TMIOXOKIEHHS ¥ UTPBl, — U BEJT OH cedsl B Haberax ¢ XxpadpocThio, KOTOpas Mopaxaia U cepausia ero
TOBapHIel. B uyxux camax oH aepkai ceOsi HAMEPEHHO HEOCTOPOKHO: TOBOPHIT BO BECh TOJIOC, C
TPECKOM JIOMaJ Cyubsi sI0JIOHb, COPBAB YEPBUBOE SIOTIOKO, MIBBIPSUT €ro KyJa-HUOYIb 10 HaIpasie-
HUIO K JIOMY ca/ioBJazenbiia. OnacHOCTh ObITh 3aCTUTHYTBIM Ha MECTe MPeCTYIJIeHHUs He Myraja, a
JMIIb Bo30Y:K/Iala ero — rjas3a y Hero TeMHeJ M, OH CTUCKUBAJI 3yObl, JIUIO €r0 CTAHOBHJIOCH TOPIBIM
1 3716IM. CMOJIIH TOBOPHJT €MY, CKaIlliBasi CBOUM OOJIBIIION POT:

— OueHb yx Tl (popculllb. . .

— 4 ne Tpyc! — orBeuan Poma.

— 3Hao s, 4TO He TPYC, a TOJBKO (POPCAT OOHM TypakH... MoxHO U 6e3 ¢opcy He Xyke Jeso
aenatb. ..

Ex0B ocyxk[1a ero ¢ MHOM TOYKHU 3pEHUS:

— Ecim 1w Oyzienii cam B pyKu coBaThCsl — oM K yepty! S tebe He ToBapuil. .. TeOs noiimaior
Ja K OTIy OTBE/IyT — OH TeOe HUYEro He Cesaer, a MeHs, OpaT, Tak peMHEM OTXJICIIYT — BCE MOM
KOCTOYKH OOMYIATCA. . .

— Tpyc! — ynpsamo tBepaun Poma.

N Bor ognaxapl Poma Obul MoWMaH pykamu mmTadc-kanmurtana YymakoBa, MaJIeHBKOTO M
XYyIEHbKOTO CTapuKa. Hec/lplHO MOAKPaBIIMCh K MaTbuMKy, YKJIAAbIBABIIEMY COPBaHHbIE SIONOKH
3a mazyxy pyOaxu, CTapyK BIENIWJICS €My B IJIEYH U IPO3HO 3aKpUYa:

— INomnascs, pa3doinuk! Ara-a!
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dowme B TO BpeMst ObIJIO OKOJIO TISITHAIATH JIeT, OH JIOBKO BhIBEPHYJICS U3 PYK crapuka. Ho He
noOesxaJt OT Hero, a, HAXMYpUB OPOBHU U CKaB KYJIAKH, C YTPO30H IPOU3HEC:

— Iorpobyid. .. TpoHb!..

— 51 TeOs1 He TpoHY — 51 TeOs1 B onuimio cBeny! Tl ueid?

Storo Poma He OXMAAN, My HErO cpasy Ipomnaia Bcsi Xpabpocts u 37100a. [lyTemectsue B
TMOJTUIIMIO TIOKA3JI0Ch YeM-TO TaKKUM, Yero OTel] HUKOraa He MpocTut emy. OH B3IPOTHYIT U CMY-
[IEHHO OOBSABUII:

—T'opnees. ..

—HW... Urnata MatBeunua?..

- Ha...

Terepb cmyTuics mradc-kanutad. OH BBHIPSMUIICS, BBITISTHI TPY/Ib BIIEpe U 3a4eM-TO BHY-
IIATENILHO KPSKHYIL. [10TOM IJIeun ero OomyCTHIIMCh, M OTEYeCKH BPa3yMHTEJILHO OH CKa3asl Majlb-
YUKY:

— CrpiiHO-c! HacnielHUK Takoro MMEHUTOrO M yBakaeMoro Jjuia... HemoctoitHo-c Baiero
nojioxkeHus... Moxete uaru... Ho ecnm emie pa3 moBTOpUTCS MPOUCIIEIIIEE. .. IPUHYKAEH Oymy
COOOIIUTH BalieMy OATIOIIKE. .. KOTOPOMY, MEXKIy MPOYMM, UMEI0 YeCTh CBUIETELCTBOBATH MOE
nouteHue!..

dowma, HaOmoas 3a UTpoit (PU3MOHOMUM CTAPHKA, TIOHSIT, YTO OH OouTcs oTia. Menommooss,
KaK BOJTYOHOK, OH CMOTpeJ1 Ha YyMaKoBa; a TOT CO CMEITHON BaKHOCTBIO KPYTHJI CeJIble YCHI U TIepe-
MUHAJICSI C HOTY Ha HOTY Tepe] MaJIbuMKOM, KOTOPBIN He YXOIWI, HECMOTPS Ha TAHHOE eMy pa3pe-
IIIeHUe.

— MoeTe uaTH, — TOBTOPHJI CTAPUK U YKa3aJl PyKOH JOPOTY K CBOEMY JIOMY.

— A B oo ? — yrpiomo cripocust Poma U ToTYac ke UCITyTraicsl BO3MOXHOTO OTBETa.

— 3710 5 — momyTII! — YIBIOHYJICS cTapuK. — Haryrath Bac Xoted. ..

— Bl camu Gouteck Moero oTia. .. — ckazan ®oma u, MOBepHYBIIMCH CITUHOM K CTAPHKY, TIOIIIET
B IJTyOb caja.

— Borocs? A-a! Xopomo-c! — kpukHys1 UyMakoB Beiies] eMy, U 1o 3ByKy rojioca doma noHsi,
YTO OOUJEN CTapHKA.

Emy cTano cThiTHO 1 IpYCTHO; 0 Bedepa OH MPOTYJIsT OWH, a MPHUIS JIOMOU, ObUT BCTpEeYeH
CYpPOBBIM BOITPOCOM OTIIA:

— ®owmka! Tel kK YymakoBy B caj jga3ui?

— Jla3uit, — CIOKOMHO CKa3asl MaJIbu¥K, IS/ B I71a3a OTILY.

WrHar, momxHO OBITh, HE KAl TaKOTO OTBETa Y HECKOJBKO CEKYH] MOJIYaJ, MOTaKUBast
6opomy.

— Hdypak! 3auem 1ol 3107 MaJio, 4to jim, Te0e CBOMX SOJOKOB?

doma omycTHII 171a3a ¥ MOJTYaI, CTOSI IIPOTHB OTIIA.

— Bus — creiHO crano! [onu-ka, Exurika atot mondun? S Bot ero mpodepy, Koraa npujer. . .
a TO ¥ COBCEM IpeKpaIly ApyxkO0y-To Bally. ..

— 10 5 cam, — TBepao ckazan Poma.

— Yac ot yacy He jerye! — BOckJaMKHYA UrHar. — [la 3auem tede?

- Taxk...

— KBak! — nepeapasuu orerr. — A Thl YK KOJIM UTO Jieiaelilb, TAK yMel OOBSICHUTD TO U cede
u monsm. .. [Togp cioga!

dowma nofoIIen K OTily, CHACBIIEMY Ha CTYyJIe, U CTaJl MKy KOJieH y Hero, a irHat mosnoxusn
eMy PyKH Ha TUIeUd M, yCMeXascCh, 3arJIsTHYJI B €ro rJia3a.

— CtpigHO?..

— CtpigHO!.. — B3/10XHYB, cKazasl Poma.

— Bort 1o-T0, nypens! [Tozopurib u ceOs 1 MeHs. . .

[TpuxkaB K rpyau CBOEH rojioBy ChiHA, OH TIOTJIAMJI €70 BOJIOCH M CHOBA CIIPOCHIT:
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— Ha 910 310 HYXHO — SIOJIOKHM Yy’k¥e BOPOBATh?

— la — g e 3Ha0! — ckazan Poma cMyleHHo. — Wrpaenib, Urpaeiis. .. Bce OHO U TO Xke...
Hajoect! A 370...

— 3a cepaiie OepeT? — CpoCHJI OTell, YCMeXasiCh.

— beper...

— Mwm... noxany#, Tak!.. Ho, omHako, T1, @oma, — 6pock 310! He TO s ¢ ToO0# KpyTO 000M-
IYCh. ..

— Hukorna s 6osbliie HUKyJa He TMoJie3y, — YBEePEHHO CKa3al MaJbuMK.

— A 9to TH cam 3a cebsl OTBeUaelb — 3TO XOpoIo. TaM rocrmoap 3HaeT, YTo BBIAJET U3 TeOs,
a moka... Hudero! Jleso He masioe, eXeM YeJOBeK 3a CBOW TOCTYIKH CcaM TUIATUTh XOYeT, CBOeH
IKYpo#. .. [Ipyroit Obl, Ha TBOEM MeCTe, COCIIAJICS Ha TOBAPHUIIIEH, a Thl TOBOPHIIL — s caM. .. Tak u
Hasio, Poma!.. Tel B rpexe, Thl U B OTBeTe... Uro, — UyMaKoOB-TO. .. He TOTO... He ynapui 1edsi? — ¢
paccraHoBKo# cripocuit UrHar chixa.

— 51 661 emy ygapui! — criokoitHo 00bsiBUIT Poma.

— MM... — mpombIYalI €ero OTeL.

— 4 ckazan emy, 4TO OH TeOs1 OOMTCS... BOT OH MOYEMY IMOXKAJIOBAJICA... A TO OH HE XOTell
HUITU-TO K TeOE. ..

— Hy?

— Eir-6ory! IlouTtenue, roBOpUT, OTITy MepeaanTe. ..

— 3910 OH?

- Ha...

— AX... iec! Bor, rsam, KakoBbI €CTh JIIOAW: €ro IpadsT, a OH KJIaHseTCS — MO BaM MouTeHue !
[Nonoxum, B3sUIU-TO Y HETO, MOXKET, Ha KOTIEHKY, J1a Belb Ta KOIlelKa eMy — Kak MHe pyOib... U He
B KOTIeKe /IeJiOo, a B TOM, YTO MOSI OHAa Y HUKTO He CMel ee TPOHYTh, eXeJd s caM He Opory. .. Ix!
Hy ux! Hy-xa roBopu — rae Obu1, 4TO BUAEH?

Mautbuuk cen psoM ¢ OTIIOM U MOAPOOHO paccKaszasl eMy BlieuaTieHus qHs. VrHar cymad,
BHUMATEJILHO Pa3IJIsIIbIBast O)KUBJICHHOE JIMIIO ChIHA, M OPOBH OOJIBIIIOTO YeJIOBeKa 3alyMUUBO CIIBH-
TaJIvCh.

— A B oBpare CIyrHyJId Mbl COBY, — pacCcKa3bIBaJl MaJIbUMK. — BoT motexa-To Obina! [Nonerena
9TO OHa, J1a C Pa3JIeTy O IepeBO — Tpax ! axe 3anuinaa, )Kajso0HO TAKOBO. .. A MbI €€ OIATh CITyTHYJIH,
OHa OITATh MOJHSIACH U BCE TAK XKe — MOJIETHUT, MOJIETUT, J1a HA YTO-HUOY/Ib M HATKHETCS, — TaK OT Hee
Mepbsi U CHILTIOTCA!.. YK OHA Tperasach, Tpenaaach MO OBPary-To... HACWIIY T/Ie-TO CIpATAIACh. ..
MBI ¥ UICKATh HE CTAJIA, KaJIb CTAJI0, N30miack Bcd... OHa, TATA, COBCEM ciienas JHEM-TO?

— Crenas, — cka3an Urnat. — VIHOI 4eioBeK BOT Tak Xke, Kak CoBa JHEM, MeUeTCs B *KU3HU. . .
Wiet, ummer cBoero mMecra, ObeTcst, ObeTCsl, — TOJIBKO TIePbs JIETAT OT HEro, a BCe TOJKY HeT... M30-
ObeTcs, n30oeeT, OONMHSET BeCh, Aa C pa3Maxa M TKHETCsS Kyda MOIMaJio, JIUIIh Obl OTAOXHYTh OT
MaeThl CBOeH. .. X, Oefa TakuMm Jiioasam — Oefa, opar!

— A oryero oH# Tak?

— Otuero?.. TpynHo 310 ckazaThb... IHOI — OTTOr0, YTO OTEMHEH CBOEU TOpAbIHEW, — XOUeT
MHOTOT'0, & CHJIEHKY UMeeT c1abylo. .. UHOU — OT TIIYNOCTH CBOEH. .. Jla MAJIO JIM OTYero?..

Tak, geHb 3a JHEM, Me[IEHHO pa3BepThiBaiach ku3Hb PoMbl, B 00IIeM — HeOoratasi BOJIHe-
HUSIMU, MUpHas, TUXast ku3Hb. CHUIbHBIC BlIeUaTIeHus1, BO30yXk/Iasl Ha yac AyIIy MaJTbuuKa, MHOT/IA
OYeHb PE3KO BBHICTYNAIM Ha 00meM (poHE 3TO OAHOOOPA3HOW KU3HHU, HO CKOPO HM3IIIAKUBAJIHCh.
Eime Txum 03epom OblIa JIyliia MaJIbuuKa, — 03¢pOM, CKPBITHIM OT OYpHBIX BeSTHHI JKU3HU, W BCE,
YTO KacaJloch TIOBEPXHOCTHU 03epa, WIH TaJIajio Ha THO, HEHA/IO0ITO B3BOJHOBAB COHHYIO BOJY, WJIH,
CKOJIb3HYB 10 IJIA[IU €€, PACIUIBIBATIOCH IIIMPOKUMHU KPyraMu, HCUe3aJIo.

[Tpocuae B ye3qHOM YUHIIHIIE AT JieT, PoMa, ¢ rPexoM IoroJiaM, OKOHYKJT YeThIpe Kjlacca U
BBIITIE]T U3 HETO OPaBbIM, UEPHOBOJIOCHIM MAPHEM, CO CMYTJIBIM JIMIIOM, TYCTHIMUA OPOBSIMU ¥ TEMHBIM
MyXOM HaJl BepxHeW ryooii. bonbiine, TeMHbIE I71a3a €ro CMOTpENU 3ayMYUBO U HAMBHO, M TyObI
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ObLIN T0-/IETCKU TMONTYOTKPBITHI; HO, KOTJIa OH BCTpEYas MPOTHBOPEYME CBOEMY JKEJIAHHMIO WIJIM UTO-
HUOYIb JPYroe pasipaxaio ero, — 3pauyky PacIIupsLIUCh, TYObI CKJIaJbIBATIMCH IIOTHO, U BCE JIMILIO
MIPUHUMAJIO BBIpaXKEHHE YIPSMOE, peIIuTeNbHoe. .. KpecTHbIN, CKeNTUYECKN YCMeXasiCh, TOBOPHUI
PO HEro:

— Jlis 6a6 o1, Poma, crare Meaa OyJelib. .. HO IMoKa OOJIBIIIOro pa3yma B Tebe He BUIATh. ..

WrHat B3/pIXai Ipy 3THX CIOBAX.

— Tw1 ObI, KyM, cCKOpee TycKas B 000pOT ChIHA-TO. . .

— A BOT IOTON. ..

— Yero roquts? Jlera aBa-Tpu noeeptutcs Ha Bosnre, na u nox BeHer] ero... BoH JIl060Bb-TO
Kakasl y MeHsl. ..

Jlio6oBr MasikuHa B 3Ty MOpPYy YYMJIach B MATOM KJjacce KaKOro-to naHcuoHa, ®oma yacto
BCTpeYaJl e Ha yJIuIe, IPUYeM OHa BCer/la CHUCXOIUTEIbHO KUBaJIa EMY PyCOM FOJIOBKOH B IIETOJIb-
ckoil marnouke. OHa HpaBmiack Pome, HO ee pO30BbIE IIIEKH, BecesIble KapHe I71a3a U IyHIIOBbIE TyObl
HE MOIJIY CrIaguTh y POMBI OOMJHOTO BIIEUATIICHUsI OT €€ CHUCXOAUTEIbHBIX KUBKOB eMy. OHa Oblia
3HAKOMa C KAKUMH-TO TMMHA3UCTaMH, U XOTsI Mex 1y HuMHU Obl1 ExoB, cTapslii ToBapuil, HO Pomy
HE BJIEKJIO K HUM, B UX KOMITAaHUM OH YyBCTBOBaJI ceOsi CTeCHEHHBIM. EMy Ka3anock, 4To BCe OHM
XBAaCTaIOTCs TIepe]] HUM CBOEH YUYEHOCTBIO U CMEIOTCsI HaJ| ero HeBexkecTBoM. Cobupasich y JIioOoBH,
OHM YMTAIU KaKHe-TO KHUKKHU, U, €CJI OH 3aCTaBaJl MX 32 YTEHHUEM WM KPUKJIMBBIM CIIOPOM, — OHU
YMOJIKaJTH TTpU BUJE ero. Bee 310 oTTankuBaio ero. OgHax/abl, Korjaa oH cuaen y Maskunsix, Jliooa
MO3BaJIa €ro TyJIATh B Call U TaM, Ul PAJOM C HUM, CIIPOCUJIA €r0 ¢ TPUMACKOW Ha JIULIE:

— INouemy ThI Tako¥ OyKa, — HUKOT/Ia HA O YeM He TOBOPHUIIIH?

— O yeM MHe rOBOPUTb, €KENU s HUYETO He 3Halo! — mpocto ckazan Poma.

— Yuucep, — ynTtail KHUTH!..

— He xouercs. ..

— A BOT TUMHA3HUCTHI — BCE 3HAIOT 1 000 BCEM YMEIOT TOBOPUTS. .. Ex0OB, Hanpumep. . .

— 3Hamw s ExoBa, — 6onTymika!

— IIpocto ThI 3aBUAYyeNb eMy... OH OY€Hb YMHBIH. .. 1a. BOT OH KOHYMT TMMHA3HUIO — TIOEET
B MOCKBY yUUTbCS] B YHUBEPCHTET.

— Hy, tax 4yro?

— A TBI TaK U OCTAQHEIIbCS HEYUYEM. . .

— Hy, u nyckai. ..

— Kak 310 x0pomio! — nponnyecku BockMKHy:a Jlioda.

— 4 u 6e3 HayKW Ha cBOeM MecTe Oyay, — HacMenuIMBO ckazayl Poma. — U BcsakoMy yueHOMY
HOC yTpY... ITYCTh TOJIOMHBIE YYaTcsl, — MHE He HaJO. ..

— ®u, KaKko# Thl DIIYIIBIN, 3JI0M, — FAIKUIA! — IPE3pUTENIbHO CKa3asla JeBYILKA U YIIIa, OCTABUB
ero ofHoro B cay. OH yrpioMo 1 0OMKEHHO MOCMOTPEJ BCJIe i, ToBe OPOBSIMU U, OITyCTUB TOJIOBY,
MeJJIEHHO HAIlpaBWIICS B IITyOb cajia.

OH HaYMHAaJI TO3HABATh MPEJIECTh OMUHOUECTBA U CIAJKYIO OTpaBy MeYTaHUi. YacTo, TeTHUMH
BEYEpaMH, KOIJIa BCE Ha 3eMJIe OKpAIIMBAETCS B OTHEHHbIE, BO30Y:KAAI0IIMe BOOOpakeHne KPaCcKH
3aKaTa, — B Tpy/b €ro MPOHUKAJIO CMyTHOE TOMJIEHHE O YeM-TO HETIOHSATHOM emy. Cujs rae-HuOyap
B TEMHOM YTOJIKE CaJla WM Jieka B TIOCTEJIH, OH YK€ BBI3bIBAJI ITpejl COO0M 00pa3bl CKA30UHBIX ape-
BEH, — OHM SIBJISLIMCH B 00pa3e JIIoObl ¥ Ipyrux 3HAKOMBIX OapblllieHb, OECIITyMHO MIABAJIH TTEPEel HUM
B BEUEPHEM CyMpake U CMOTpEJIH B IJ1a3a ero 3araJoyHsIMHU B3opamu. [1opoii 3Tu BUaeHUs BO30YXK-
JaJi B HEM TTPUJIMB MOIIIHOW HEPTUU U KaK Obl OMbSIHSLIA €ro — OH BCTaBaN U, PaclpaBisis TUICUH,
TIOJIHOM TPY/bIO, MUJT IYIIACTBIN BO3/1yX; HO MHOT/IA Te K€ BUACHHS HABEBAIM HA HETO IPYCTHOE YyB-
CTBO — €My XOTeJIOCh IIJIaKaTh, ObUIO CTHIAHO CJIE3, OH CIEPKUBAJICS U BCE-TAKU TUXO TUIAKAL.

Orel1 TepIIEIMBO U OCTOPOXHO BBOMJI €0 B KPYT TOProOBBIX JielT, Opaj ¢ coO0M Ha OUpKY, pac-
CKa3bIBaJI O B3SITHIX TIOCTABKAX U MOIPSIAX, O CBOMX COTOBAPUIILAX, OMTUCHIBAN €MY, KaK OHH «BBIIILTA
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B JIIOJI», KAKKE UMEIOT COCTOSIHUSI TeTIEPh, KAKOBBI MX XapakTepbl. Poma ObICTPO YCBOWI [IE7I0, OTHO-
CSICh KO BCEMY CEPbE3HO U ByMUHBO.

— Pacuperaer Ham peneit ajibim Makom!.. — yemexancs Masikun, nogmurusas UrHary.

W Bce-Taku, naxe korga Pome MUHYJIO IEBATHAALATS JIET, — OBUIO B HEM UTO-TO JIETCKOE, HAWB-
HOE, OT/JIMYAaBILIEE €r0 OT CBEPCTHUKOB. OHM CMESUTMCh HaJl HUM, CUMTAs €r0 IVTyIbIM; OH JIepXKajcs B
CTOpPOHE OT HHX, OOMKEHHBI OTHOIIEHUEM K HeMy. A oTily 1 Masikuy, KOTOpbIe He CITyCKaJIU €ro
C IJ1a3, 3Ta HEOIPEJEJIEHHOCTh XapakTepa oMbl BHYIIA/Ia CEPbE3HbIE OIACEHUSI.

— He noiimy s ero! — cokpymerno ropopust rnar. — He Kytut oH, o 6abam OyaTo He nuiseTcs,
KO MHE, K TeOe — IOUTUTEesIeH, BceMy BHUMAeT — KpacHasl IeBKa, He mapeHs! U Beib, KaKKCh, He Ty ?

— Oco00¥ ITynocT! He BUAATh, — TOBOPWIJI MasiKvH.

— IMomu x TeI! Kak OyATO OH JK/IET Yero-to, — Kak IejieHa Kakas-To Ha ria3ax y Hero... Matb
€ro, MOKOMHUIIA, BOT TaK K€ OIIYIbIO XOaua 1o 3emiie. Benb BoH Adpukanka CMOJMH Ha JiBa rojia
crapuie — a oau-Ka Tbl Kakoi! Jlaxe MOoHATh TPYAHO, KTO KOMY Telepb y HUX IojoBa — OH OTLly WU
oTell eMy? YUUThCS XOUeT exaTb, Ha (paOpuKy KaKylo-To, — pyraercs: «X, TOBOPUT, TUIOXO BbI MEHS,
narnaria, yaui. . .» H-ma! A Moii — Hudero u3 ce0st He o0bsiBiisieT. .. O, rocmonu!

— Tw1 BOT UTO, — COBeTOBa7T MasikuH, — ThI CyHb €r0 C TOJIOBOM B Kakoe-HUOYb ropsiiee J1eso!
[TpaBo! 305010 OrHEM NPOOYIOT... YBUINM, KaKKe B HEM CKJIOHHOCTH, €KeJIU IMyCTUM ero Ha CBO-
6omy... Tl otripaBb ero, Ha Kamy-To0, omHOTrO!

— PasBe urto nornpo6oBaTh?

— Hy, Hanoptut. .. motepsienis CKOJIbKO-HUOYb. .. 3aTO OyAeM 3HaTh, YTO OH B cebe HOCUT?

— U Bupsams — otnipasmo A ero, — peri Mrxar.

U Bot BecHoi rHat oTripaBuiI chiHa ¢ IByMs Oapxkamu xJjieba Ha Kamy. Bapxu Ben nmapoxon
«[TpunexHbIil», KOTOPHIM KOMaHOBAJI CTapblid 3HaKOMbI Pomel, ObiBIINIT MaTpoc Edum, — Tenepsb
Edum Wnbny, TpuanaTuieTHU KBaApaTHbIA YeJIOBEK C PHICBMIMU IJ1a3aMH, PACCYIUTENbHBIN, CTe-
MIEHHBII U OY€Hb CTPOTHI KAITUTaH.

[Tnbim OBICTPO U Beceso, MOTOMY YTO Bce ObUTH JOBOJbHBL. POMa ropauiics BIiepBble BO3JIO-
JKEHHBIM Ha HEro OTBETCTBEHHBIM NopyuyeHueM. Edum ObuT pas MpUCYTCTBHIO MOJOJOTO XO3SIMHA,
KOTOPBI He JIesial eMY 3a BCSIKYIO OIUIOIIHOCTh 3aMEUaHuH, YCHAIIIEHHBIX KPEMTKOW PyraHbio; a XOpo-
11Iee HACTPOEHHUE JIBYX IJIABHBIX JIMII HA CYJHE NIPSAMBIMH JTy4aMH Ma1aJ10 Ha BCIO KoMaHay. OTIUIbIB
OT MECTa, TJie TPY3WIKCh XJIeOOM, B anpesie — B MEPBBIX YKC/IaX Masi MapoXo[ yKe MPUObUT K MECTy
Ha3HAYEHHMs U, TIOCTaBUB Oap:ku y Oepera Ha siKopsi, cTai psiaoM ¢ HuMu. Ha dowme niexxana 00s3aH-
HOCTb KaK MOJKHO CKOpee CaTh XJ1e0 U, MOy UYHB TUIATeKH, OTIPAaBUTLCS B [lepmb, re sk 1ai ero rpys
KeJe3a, MpUHATHIA IrHaToM K JOCTaBKe Ha sipMapKy.

Bapxu crany mpoTHB OOJBIIOTO cella, MPUCIOHUBIIEroCs K COCHOBOMY OOpy. Yike Ha JIpyroi
JeHb N0 MPUOBITUH, PAHO YTPOM, Ha Oepery sBuIach IyMHast Tosma 6ad U MyKHMKOB, TIEIINX U KOH-
HBIX; C KPUKOM, C TIECHSIMH OHU PaCCHINAIUCh IO Tarydam, ¥ — BMHT 3aKurena padoTa. CIyCTHBIIHCH
B TPIOMBI, 0a0bl HACHITIAIA POXb B MEIIKH, MYXXHUKH, BCKU/bIBAasi MEIIKM HA TJIeYH, OeroM Oerasu
M0 CXOHSIM Ha Oeper, a oT Oepera K cely MeIJICHHO MOTSHYJIMCh TOIBO/ABI, TSKEJIO HarpyKeHHbIE
JONTOXAAHHBIM XJieOoM. BaObl menu rnecHu, MyXXKUKU IIyTHJIM U BECeJIO MOPYTMBAIMCh, MATPOCHI,
n300pakasi co00I0 OMOCTUTENEN TIOPSIIKA, TOKPUKUBAIN Ha pabOTaBIIMX, JOCKU CXOJ/IeH, Iporuda-
SICh TIOJI HOTAMH, TSDKEJIO XJTIONAJI 110 BOJIE, a Ha Oepery piKaJiu JIOIaI1, CKPHIIENTN TeJIeTH U TIeCOK
T0J1 X KOJIECAMH. . .

ToJIBKO YTO B30ILIO CONHIIE, BO3AYX ObLT KUBUTEIBLHO CBEK, T'YCTO HAMIOEH 3allaxOM COCHBI;
CIIOKOMHAs1 BOAA PeKH, OTpaxkas sicHoe He0O, JJACKOBO XKypuasia, pa30uBasiCh O MbIKU CYIOB U LIETH
siKopeid. Becesblid, r[pOMKMI IIyM TPYyAQ, I0HAasl KpacoTa BECEHHEN MPUPObI, PaJOCTHO OCBEILEHHOW
JIy4aMH COJTHIIA, — BCe OBUIO TMOJTHO OOIpPOM CUJIbI, TOOPOAYITHOW M MPUSTHO BOTHOBABIIEH TyIITy
®ombl, BO30yk/Jasi B HEM HOBBIE, CMyTHBIE OIIYIIEHHUs U keidaHus. OH cujen 3a CTOJIOM Ha TeHTe
napoxoza, i1 yai ¢ E¢pumom 1 pueMIykoM xsieda, 3eMCKUM CITyXKallliM, PhIKEBATBHIM U OJIU30PY-
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KHMM TOCIIONMHOM B 04uKax. HepBHO nonepruBas mjiedamu, MpUeMIMK HaATPECHYThIM TOJIOCOM pac-
CKa3bIBaJI O TOM, KaK rOJIOlaJId KpecThsiHe, HO Poma TII0X0 CIyIIa ero, IMsAAsl TO Ha paboTy BHU3Y,
TO HA JIPyroil Oeper peKu — BLICOKUH, KENThIN, IECYaHbIil OOPBIB, IO KPAi0 KOTOPOTO CTOSUIA COCHBI.
Tam ObUTO OE3JTIOTHO U THXO.

«Hamo Oyzet cbe3muTh Tyga», — nyman ®@oma. A 10 ciiyxa ero Kak OyaTo OTKyJa-TO W3/IajIu
JOHOCHJICS OECTIOKOMHBIN, HEMPUATHO PE3KUH roJIoC MPUEMIIUKA!

— Bbl He noBepuTe — 011110 HaKoHell A0 yxkaca! bbut takoit ciayyait: B Oce K 0IHOMY UHTEIIH-
TeHTY MIPUXOAUT MYXKHUK U TIPUBOIUT C COOOM JIEBHUILY, JIET IeCTHAALUATH. .. «UTo Tede?» — «[la BOT,
TOBOPHT, TIPUBEJT JOUb BalleMy OJaropoauio...» — «3aueM?» — «Jla, MOKET, TOBOPHT, BO3bMETE. ..
YeJIOBeK BBl XOJIOCTOM. ..» — «Kak Tak? yto Takoe?» — «Jla BoAWII, TOBOPUT, BOAWJI €€ IO FOPOAY, B
MIPUCITYTH XOTeJ OT/AATh — He OepeT HUKTO. .. BO3bMHTE XOTh B JII0OOBHMIIB ! » [Tonumaere? OH npen-
JaraeT J04b CBOIO, IonMuTe! noub — B moOoBHMIILI! YepT 3HaeT, uto takoe?! a? ToT, MOHATHO, BO3-
MYTHJICS, HAKMHYJICSI HA MY)KHUKa, pyraercs... Ho MyXuK pe3oHHO roBOpHUT eMy: «Barie Gmaropo-
aue! 94To OHa MHE IO HBIHEITHUM AHsIM? JIUIIHSIS COBCEM. .. a y MEeHsl, TOBOPHT, TPOE MAJIbUHIIEK —
OHM paOOTHHUKM OYIyT, X HaJO COXPAHUTh. .. JIAiiTe, TOBOPUT, NECATh pyOsel 3a IeBKY-TO, BOT 5 U
MONPABIIIOCH C MaJIbUUIIKaMH. . .» KakoBo, a? [IpocTo yxkac, roBopio BaMm. ..

— He xo-po-mmo! — B3goxuy:n E¢pum. — Tak uTo ronog — ckazaHo — He TeTKa. .. Y Opioxa, BUauTe,
CBOM 3aKOHHBI. ...

A 'y ®oMBI 3TOT paccKa3 BbI3BaJl KAKOK-TO HEMOHATHBIM €My OTPOMHBIH U IIEKOYYIIHUIA HHTEpEC
K Ccyap0Oe JeBOUKH, W IOHOIIA OBICTPO CIPOCHIT Y TIPUEMIIIUKA:

— Y0 )e oH, OapUH-TO ITOT, Ky ee?

— Pazymeercs1, HeT! — yKOpU3HEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ IPUEMIIIHK.

— Hy u kyna xe ee nepanu?

— Hamumces 1o0psie Joau. . . IPUCTPOMIIH. . .

— A-a! — npotsHyn ®oma U BAPYT TBEPIO U 3710 OOBSIBUI: — S ObI 3TOr0 My’KHMKa Tak B3ILyi!
Bcio 6b1 poxy eMy pa3Bopotuii! — M OH MoKazas IpUEeMIIUKY OOJIBIIION, KPETTKO CKAThI KyJIak.

— 3a yT0? — 00JIE3HEHHO TPOMKO BCKpPUYAJI MPUEMIIIMK, CPbIBAsI C HOCA OUKH.

— PasBe 3T0 MOXHO — UesloBeKa MpojaBarh?..

— JIuko 3To, 51 coriaceH, Ho...

— la emie — neBymiky! f 6 emy gan necsatsb pyoneii!

[Mpuemmmuk Ge3Ha/Ie)KHO MAaXHYJI PYKOW M 3aMOJTIaJl.

Ero xect cmytin ®omy, OH OTHSUIICS M3-3a CTONA M, OTOWAS K TepujiaM, CTaJl CMOTPETh Ha
nay0y Oapiku, OKPHITYI0 OOMKO paboTaBIel Toymou Jiiojel. [1lym ombsHsII ero, ¥ To CMyTHOE, 4TO
OpOoIuIIO B €ro AyIie, Onpeaenioch B Moryuee KejlaHue caMoMy paboTarh, IMETh CKa304HYIO CHITY,
OrpPOMHBIE TUIEUH U Cpasy MOJOKHUTh HA HUX COTHIO MEIIIKOB PXHU, YTOO BCE YAUBIIIUCH EMY. . .

— IleBenuch — xuBee! — 3ByYHO KPUKHYJ OH BHHM3. HECKOJIBKO TrOJIOB MOAHSJIOCH K HEMY,
MEJIbKHY/IM TIPe/l HUM KaKKe-TO JIUIA, U OIHO M3 HUX — JIMIIO KEHIIMHBI C YepHBIMU TJIa3aMU — Jiac-
KOBO M 3aMaH4MBO YJIBIOHYIOCH eMy. OT 3TOH y/IBIOKH y HETO B TPYAM YTO-TO BCHBIXHYJIO U TOPSTUEit
BOJTHOW TIOJIWJIOCH 1O kuyiaM. OH OTOpBAJICS OT MEpPHI U CHOBA TOJOIIEN K CTOJMY, YyBCTBYSI, UTO
IIIEKU Y HEro TOpsIT.

— Cnymaiite! — oOpartuiicst K HeMy pueMIuK. — TenerpadpupyiTe Bbl BallieMy OTILy, — ITyCTh OH
COPOCUT CKOJTbKO-HUOY/Ib 3¢pHa Ha yTeuKy! Bbl mocMOTpHTE, CKOJIBKO COPUTCS, — & BEe/Ib TYT KaXK bl
¢ynr nopor! Hazo xe 3To monnmarts!.. Hy yx nmanamma y Bac... — KOHUMII OH C €4KOM I'PUMacoM.

— CKombKO cOpOCUTH ? — TPpeHeOPERUTEIHHO U ¢ yaauibio cripocui ®Poma. .. — JKenaere cto myn?
IBectn?

— 910, — Garogapio Bac! — CMyIIEeHHO ¥ PaAOCTHO BCKPHYaJI PUEMINUK. .. — Eciin BB iMeeTe
pago. ..

— 1 — xo3auH! — TBepaO ckazas Poma. — A Ipo OTLIA BBl HE MOKETE TaK TOBOPUTH — U KOPUMUTH
poxu!..
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— V3Bunute! U... s He COMHEBAIOCh B BaIIMX MOJIHOMOYHSX. .. ICKPEHHO Oarogapio Bac... u
BAIIIeTO Manarry OT JIMIA BCeX ITHX JIOICH. . .

Edum omacimBo cMoTpesn Ha MOJIOIOTO XO3sIMHA U, OTTOMNBIPUB T'yObl, TOYMOKHMBAT VMU, a
XO3SIUH C TOP/IBIM JIUIIOM CITYIIAT OBICTPYIO peub MPUEMIIUKA, KPEMNKO MOKMUMABILIETO €My PYKY.

— IBectu! D10 — MO-pyCcCcKu, Moo yesoBek! BoT s1 ceiiyac n 0OBSIBITI0 MyKUYKAM O BaIlleM
noyapke. Bel yBuauTe, kak oHM OyayT OJarofgapHsl. ..

N 0H rpOMKO KpUKHYJI BHU3:

— PeGsiTa! BoT X0351MH XepTBYeT ABECTH MY/OB. . .

— Tpucra! — nepedun ero Poma.

— Tpucra mymoB. .. Criacu6o! Tpricta mynoB 3epHa, peosra!

Ho s¢dexr nonyunncs cnadpiil. MyKMKU TOAHSUTH TOJIOBB KBEPXY ¥ MOJTYA CHOBA OIYCTHIH
UX, PUHSBIIKCH 32 padoTy. HECKOIbKO TOJI0COB HEPEIIUTENBHO U KaK Obl HEXOTS IIPOrOBOPUIIN:

— Cnacub6o. .. dait ebe rocrioau. .. [TokopHeiirie Onarogapum. . .

A KTO-TO Beceso U MpeHeOPEeKUTETHHO KPUKHYJT:

— 910 uto! A BOT exenu Obl BOAYOHKH TI0 CTAKAIIKY. .. OblTa Obl MUAJIOCTh, — MpaBIIIbHAsT! A
XJie0 He HaM — OH 3eMCTBY...

—9x! OHM HE MOHUMAIOT! — CMYILIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI IPUEMIIUK. — BOT s1 Oy OOBSICHIO UM. ...

OH ucye3. Ho ®omy He MHTEpecOBaJIO OTHOIICHUE MYKUKOB K €ro MOJIapKy: OH BUJIEI, YTO
YepHBIE I71a3a PyMSIHOM KEHIIMHBI CMOTPSAT Ha HETO TaK CTPAHHO U NpusTHO. OHM OJ1arofapuiy ero,
JlacKasi, 3BaJv K ceOe, 1, KpoMe HUX, OH HUYEero He BUaJl. DTa KeHIIMHA OblIa OfIeTa MO-TOPOACKOMY
— B OallIMaky, B CUTIIEBYIO KOPTY, ¥ e YepHbIe BOJIOCH! ObLIH MOBS3aHbI KAKMM-TO OCOOCHHBIM I1J1a-
TOYKOM. BbicOKast v ruOKasi, OHa, CUAs Ha Kyde JIpOB, YMHIIA MEIIKH, IIPOBOPHO ABUTAsI PYKaMH,
TOJIBIMU JIO JIOKTEH, U Bce yabibanach Pome.

— ®oma Urnatbuu! — ciibliiiall OH yKopu3HeHHbIN roioc Eduma. — BoibHO yx Thl (hOpCcHYI
IIPOKO. .. HY, XOTb ObI MyI0B MojicoTHU! A TO — Ha-Ko! Tak 4To — cMOTpH, Kak Obl HaM C TOOOM He
TIOTIaJIO O ropdam 3a 3T0. ..

— Otcransb! — kparko ckazan Poma.

— Mmue uto? S monuy... Ho kak ThI elie Mosiof], a MHE CKa3aHO «CJeIu!» — TO 32 HeJJOCMOTP
MHE U TOMAJIET B PBUIO. ..

— 4 ckaxy oriy... — ckazan Poma.

— MHe — 6or ¢ TOOOH... THI TYT XO35IUH. ..

— OtBsikuch, Epum!..

Edum B3noxnayn u 3amomyan. A doma cMOTpes Ha KEHIIMHY U AyMa:

«BoT OBl Taky10 MpoABaTh MPUBEIH. .. KO MHE.

Ceparie ero yyameHHO Ouioch. Byayuu eiie urcTbiM (pU3HYECKH, OH yKe 3HaJl, U3 pa3roBo-
POB, TaliHBl UHTUMHBIX OTHOIIEHUI MYKYMHBI K skeHIIUHE. OH 3HAT UX MO TPYOBIMU U 3a30PHBIMHU
CJIOBAaMH, 3TU CJIOBa BO30OYKJIAJIM B HEM HETIPUATHOE, HO XKrydee JIOOOIBITCTBO; er0 BOOOpaKeHHe
YIIOPHO paboTaso, HO BCE-TAKKM OH HE MOT MPEICTaBUTh ce0e BCEro 3TOro B 00pa3ax, MOHSATHBIX eMY.
B nyie oH He Bepwl, UTO OTHOIIEHUS MYKUHMHBI K JKEHIIMHE TaK MPOCTHI U TPyOBbI, KaK O HUX pac-
ckasbiBaloT. Korga ke, cMesich HaJl HUM, €ro yBepsUId, YTO OHM MMEHHO TaKOBBI M HE MOTYT OBITh
MHBIMH, OH TJTyTIOBATO M CMYILIEHHO YJIBIOAJICS, HO BCE-TaKH JyMaJl, YTO He JUIsl BCEX JIIOIEH CHOIIle-
HUS C KSHITIMHOM 00sI3aTe IbHBI B TAKOW IMOCTBIIHON (hOpMe 1 UTO, HABEPHOE, €CTh UYTO-HUOY/Ib Oojiee
YHCTOE, MeHee Ipydoe 1 OOMIHOE ISl YeIOBeKa.

Terneps, MoOysCh Ha YepHOIIa3ylo padoTHUILY, Poma sCHO OIyIal IMEHHO IrpyOoe BiicueHre
K Hel, — 3To ObLIO CTHIIHO, cTpaniHo. A Edum, cTos psjioM, yBeleBaolie roBOPII eMy:

— Bot 1B Tenepb cMOTpHIIL HA 620y, — TaK YTO HE MOTY s MOT4aTh... OHa TeOe HeM3BEeCTHa,
HO KaK OHa — IMOJIMUTUBAET, TO ThI [0 MOJIOZIOCTH TAKOTO HATBOPHIIIb TYT, TP TBOEM XapaKTepe, YTo
MBI OTCIOIA TIEITKOM TI0 Oepery MoiaeM. .. 1a elle JIaJHO, €KeIU Y HAC IITaHbI 11Tl OCTAaHYTCS. . .

— Yro Tebe Hamo? — cripocust Poma, KpacHBIA OT CMYIICHUS.
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— MHe — HUYero He Hafo. .. A Tede — HaJjo MeHs CIyniaTh. .. [1o 6abbiM /ies1aM 51 BIIOJTHE MOTY
ObiTh yuntenem... C 6a0oii HaO0 OYeHb MPOCTO TOCTYNAaTh — OyTBUIKY BOAKHU €M, 3aKYCHUTh UYero-
HUOY/Ib, TOTOM Tapy MUBA MOCTABb U OMOCIIS BCETO — IGHbIaMH JIai IBYTPUBEHHBIN. 3a 3Ty LIeHy OHa
TeOe BCIO CBOIO JIIDOOBb OKaKET KaK HEeJb3sl JIyYlIlle. . .

— Bpemub 1 Bee! — THXO ckazan Poma.

— f-to Bpy? Kak e 51 MOry BpaTh, €XeJu s 9Ty IITYKY, MOXKET, 0 cTa pa3 nponebBan? Tak
YTO — ThI BOT MOPYYH MHE C Hel 1eJ1o BecTH. .. a? S Tede ¢ Hell 3HAKOMCTBO CKPYYY. ..

— Xopoo. .. — ckazan Poma, 4yBCTBYSI, UTO MY TSKEJIO AbIIIATh U YTO-TO JABUT €MY TOpJIO. ...

— Hy BOT... BeuepoMm s ee U IpuBexy. ..

Briots 10 Beuepa ®Poma Xoaus OTyMaHEHHBIN, HE 3aMeydasi MOUTUTEIbHBIX U 3aUCKUBAIOIINX
B3IJISII0B, KOTOPBIMHM CMOTPEJIM Ha HETO MYKHUKH. EMy OBUIO jKyTKO, OH UyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 BAHOBHBIM
npej KeM-TO, M BCeM, KTO 0OpaIascs K Hemy, OTBedall PUHMKEHHO-JIACKOBO, TOYHO U3BUHSISCH.

Beuepom pabourie, coOpaBImch Ha Oepery y OONBIIOro, SpKOro KOCTpa, CTalv BapUTh yXKHH.
OTOneck KocTpa ynas Ha peKy KPacHbIMH U JKEJITHIMU TISITHAMH, OHH TPETieTa I Ha CIOKOWHOM BozIe
Y Ha CTEeKJIaX OKOH pyOKH mapoxofa, rae cujen Poma B yriy Ha auBaHe. OH 3aBECHIT OKHA U HE 3aKer
OTHsI; caObIil CBET KOCTpa, MPOHUKAs CKBO3b 3aHABECKH, JIET Ha CTOJI, CTEHY U JpOXKaj, CTAHOBSICh
TO sipue, TO ociadeBasi. BbIIO THXO, TOMBKO ¢ Oepera JOHOCKIIMCH HEsICHbIE 3BYKH TOBOpA, J1a peKa
YyTb CJIBIIIHO TJIeCKanach o 6opra mapoxona. Pome Kazanock, 4TO B TEMHOTE, OKOJIO HEro, KTO-TO
MIPUTAWIICS ¥ TIOAICMATPUBAET 32 HUM. .. BOT — MIYT MO CXOAHSAM TOPOILIMBO, TSUKEJBIMU IIaraMu, —
JOCKH CXOJEH 3ByYHO M CEpOUTO XJIIONAOT O BOAY... PoMa CIBIIUT CMeX U MOHWXEHHBINA ToJIoC y
IBepU pyOKH. ..

«He nago!» — xoren kpukHyTh PoOMa.

OH yxe BCTal — HO IBEpPb B pyOKYy OTBOPHIIACH, (PUT'ypa BHICOKOM JKEHIIIMHBI BCTaJIa HA TIOPOTe
1, OeCIIyMHO IPUTBOPUB 32 COOOIO0 ABEPb, HEIPOMKO IIPOrOBOPUJIA:

— Bariormku, TemHo Kak! ECTh TyT KMBOH-TO KTO-HUOYB?..

— Ectb. .. — THXO oTBeTMI DOMA.

— Hy tak — 3apaBctByiiTe!..

W xeHImMHa OCTOPOXHO MOIBUHYJIACh BIIEPE].

— BoT 1... 3aKTry Orons!.. — npeppiBalOIMMCs rorocoM rnoodermman Poma 1, OMyCTUBIIKCH HA
JMBaH, CHOBA MIPUKAJICS B YOI

— Jla HUYero W TaK... IPUCMOTPHUIILCS, TaK U B TEMHOTE BUIHO. ..

— Cagurecs, — ckazaia Poma.

— Capem. ..

OmHa cena Ha iMBaH B JIByX Iarax ot Hero. ®oma Buzen Ojeck ee a3, yabloky ee Ty0. Emy
MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA YJIbIOAeTCS He TaK, KaK JlaBeya yJIsloanack, a MHadye — KajloOHO, HeBeceso. DTa
yJIBIOKa 00OIpHUIIa €r0, eMy CTaJIO Jierde JBIIATh PU BUE ITUX IJ1a3, KOTOPbIE, BCTPETUBIIKUCH C €T0
J1a3aMH, BAPYT NoTynurchk. Ho OH He 3Hau1, 0 YeM rOBOPUTH C STOW KEHIIMHOW, M OHM 002 MOTJYaIIH,
MOTYaHUEM TSIKEJIBIM M HEJIOBKMM. .. 3arOBOPHJIA OHA!

— CKy4HO, NO/IU-Ka, OJHOMY-TO BaM?

— lla-a, — orBets1 doma. ..

— A HpaBsITCA JIM HAIIK-TO MecTa? — BIOJITOJI0Ca CIIPAIIMBAIA JKeHIIMHA.

— Xoporo! Jlecy MHOTO. ..

CHoBa 3aMoJT4aIH. . .

— Peka-to, noxaiyii, kpacuBee Boiru, — ¢ ycunuem Boiropoput doma.

— Bruta s Ha Bonre. B CumOupckom. . .

— CumOUpCK. . . — Kak X0 noBTOpr1 Poma, 4yBCTBYSI, UTO OH CHOBA HE B COCTOSIHUM CKa3aTh HU
cnoBa. Ho oHa, I075KHO OBITh, TIOHSIB, C KEM UMEET JIeJI0, — BAPYT OOMKUM IIETIOTOM CITPOCHJIA €T0:

— YT0 Ke ThI, XO35IMH, HE yrolIaelb MeHs?

— Bor! — Bcrpenenyincs ®oma. — B camom aene. .. sxuii ! Hyte-ka, noxanyiire!
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OH BO3WMJICA B CyMpake, TOJIKaJI CTOI, Opasl B pyKH TO OJHY, TO APYTYIO OYTHIJIKY M CHOBA CTABUJT
MX Ha MECTO, CMESICh BUHOBATO M CMYILIEHHO. A OHa BIUIOTh MOJIOIUIA K HEMY U CTOsIIa PSIIOM C HUM,
C YJIBIOKOM IJIs1/1s B JIUIO €My M Ha €r0 JpOoJKallue pyKu.

— Crpiunibes? — BAPYT NPOLIENTaIa OHA.

OH om1yTri ee IbIXxaHUe Ha ILEKe CBOEW U TaK ke THUXO OTBETHUII:

— Ha-a...

Torna oHa MoONOXKIa PyKH HA TUIEYM eMy U TUXOHBKO TOJIKHYJIA ero cede Ha Ipyib, YCIIOKOU-
TEJIbHBIM IIIENIOTOM TOBOPSL:

— Huuero, He CTBIANCE... Bedb — HENb3s1 O€3 TOTr0... KPacaBYMK Thl MOM. .. MOJIOJAEHBKHH. . .
XKAJIKO-TO Kak Teos!..

A eMy MuIakaTh 3aXOTeJIOCh MOJ] €€ LIENOT, CEPALIE €ro 3aMUPAJIO B CJIAIKON UCTOME; KPENKO
MIPYKABILCH TOJIOBOM K €€ IPY/IH, OH CTUCHYIJI €€ pPyKaMH, TOBOPsI KaKKe-TO HEBHATHBIE, cebe caMoMy
HEBEJIOMBIE CJIOBA. ..

— Vxomu, — riayxo ckazan Poma, M B CTEHY IUPOKO PACKPHITHIMU TJIa3aMHU.

[NonenoBas ero B I1eKy, OHA MIOKOPHO BCTaJla U BBIIIUIA U3 PYOKH, CKa3aB eMy:

— Hy, npomai. ..

dome OO HECTEPIUMO CTBIIHO TIPY HEH, HO, JIMIIb OHA CKPBLIACh 32 ABEPbIO, OH BCKOUMII U
cen Ha auBaH. [ToToM BCTa, 1maTasch Ha HOrax, ¥ cpa3y BECh HAIOJTHUIICS OLTYIIEHUEM YTPaThl 4ero-
TO OYEHb [IEHHOTO, HO TAKOT'0, MPUCYTCTBUE Y€ro OH KaK Obl HE 3aMeyal B cebe 10 MOMEHTa yTPaTHI. . .
U ToTyac ke B HeM sSIBUJIOCh HOBOE, MY KECTBEHHOE YyBCTBO ropocTé c00010. OHO MOTIOTHIIO CThIA,
¥ Ha MeCTe CThIJIa BBIPOCIIA KaJOCTh K JKEHIIMHE, OIMUHOKO YIIEIIIeH Kyaa-T0 BO ThbMY XOJIOTHOM
Maiickoil Hour. OH OBICTPO BBIIIEN U3 PyOKH Ha ManyOy — HOUb ObLiIa 3Be3/1Hasi, HO Oe3JIyHHasl; ero
OXBaTWJIa POXJIaga v ThMa. .. Ha Gepery elre cBepkasia 30JI0TUCTO-KpacHas Kyda yriei. Poma npu-
CITyIIAJICSl — TIOZIABJISTIONIAS TUIIMHA pa3iuTa ObUla B BO3[yXe, JIMIIb BOJA Kypyasa, pa3OUBasch O
1IeTIM SIKOPEW, U HUTJIE He CIBIITHO ObLIO 3ByKa I1aroB. EMy 3axoTenock 1o3Barh KeHIIMHY, HO OH He
3HaJ ee UMeHH. KaTHO BJpIXasi MMPOKON TPYIbI0 CBEXKUHI BO3/yX, OH HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CTOSIT Ha
nanyoe, 1 BAPYT U3-3a pyOKH, C HOCA MApOX0/1a, 10 HEr0 JOHECCs Yei-TO B3/I0X, OXOKHUI Ha phlia-
Hue. OH B3POrHYJI U OCTOPOKHO TOIIEN TyJa, TOHUMAs, YTO TaM — OHa.

Ona cuziena y 6opta Ha amy0e 1, IpUCIIOHSICh TOJIOBOM K Kyue KaHata, ryiakaia. Poma Buaesn,
Kak Jpoxainy Oesble KOMbsI ee OOHaKEHHBIX TUIeU, CIIBIIIAN TSKETbIe B3/I0XH, €My CTaJIO TSKeJIO.

HakioHsich K Heid, OH poOKO CITPOCHII ee:

—Yro Th1?

Omna kauHyJ1a roJIOBOM M HE OTBETUJIA EMY.

— Anu s Te6s1 obunen?

— Viinu! — cka3ana oHa.

— Jla kaKk xe? — CMYIIIEHHO U TpeBOXHO roBopmi doma, Kacasicb pyKou ee rojioBbl. — Thl He
CepIMCh. .. BE/lb cama ke. ..

— 51 He cepxych! — 'POMKHM IIIETIOTOM OTBETHJIA OHA. — 3a 4YTO cepauThesi Ha TeGs? Thl He
OXaJIbHUK... YUCTas Thl Jyma! DX, COKOIMK MOH nposeTHblit! Csib-Ka Tl PSIIOM-TO CO MHOIL. ..

U, B3sB Pomy 3a pyKy, OHa ycaauia ero, Kak pedeHka, Ha KOJleH! K cebe, TprsKaia KPerko
TOJIOBY €r0 K I'PYIH CBOEH U, HAKJIOHSICh, HAJIONTO MPUJIbHY/IA TOPSYMMH rydamMu K Ty0am ero.

— O yem TBI TUTAYeEIIL? — cripammBai Poma, I3 OJHOUN PYKOW ee IeKy, a APyrol oOHUMast
IIEI0 KeHIIUHBI.

— O cebe mnauy... [omTo Te OTOCTAT MEHS? — 5KaJOOHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— CTbIIHO MHE CTaNo, — cKa3an Poma, ormyckas ronoy.

— T'ony6umk 161 MO¥! ['OBOpH yX BClO MpaBay — He MOHpaBWIACh 51 TeOe? — CIpochiia OHa,
yCMeXasichb, HO Ha rpyab oMbl BCE naanu ee OOMbIINE, TeTJIble CIIe3bl.
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— Yro T 3T0?! — J@KE C UCIIYTOM BOCKJIMKHYJI MAPEHb U CTaJI TOPSYO0 U TOPOILIMBO FTOBOPUTH
el Kakue-To CJIoBa O KpacoTe ee, O TOM, Kakasi OHa JIJaCKOBasi, Kak €My KaJIKO €€ U KaK CTBIIHO IMpejl
Hell. A OHa ciTyIasia v Bee 11eJ/IoBaJia ero IIeKH, IIelo, TOJIOBY M OOHAXEHHYIO TPY/b.

OH yMOJIK, — TOT/Ia 3arOBOPIJIA OHA, MEeYaIbHO U TUXO, TOYHO MO MOKOWHUKE:

— A s gpyroe nogymana. .. Kak ckazai Thl «yxoau!» — BcTana s U nomuia. .. M roppko, ropbko
MHE C/IeJTaJIoCh OT TOTO TBOETO CJIOBA. .. BrIBaso, QymMan, MUJIOBAIM MEeHS, Jieliesiin Oe3 ycraim, 0e3
OTJIBIXY; 32 YCMEIIKY OITHY, ObIBAJIO, 32 JITACKOBYIO, BCE, YETO MOKeJIal0, JIe/laii. .. BcrmoMHuIa 51 910 U
3artakasa! ZKajako cTaso MHE MOIO MOJIOJOCTD. .. Belb YK€ TPU/ALIATh JIET MHE. .. IOCIeHUE JeHbKU
JUTs1 KeHIUHbl ! 9-3X, ®oma VrHaTheBrY ! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, TIOBBIIIAS TOJIOC U yJalliasi PUTM CBOE
MeByYell pevr, 3ByKaM KOTOPOM KPaCHBO BTOPHWJIO JKyp4aHue Bojbl. — Coyiail MeHst — Oeperu CBOo
mosiofocts! Het Huuero Ha cete nyutie ee. Hudero-to Het gopoxe ee! MonogocTbio, pOBHO 30J10-
TOM, BC€, UTO 3aXOUelllb, TO U cJesaelb. .. JKuBU Tak, YTOOBI Ha CTAPOCTU OBUIO YEM MOJIOJIbIE TOJIbI
BCIIOMSIHYTh... BOT sl BCTIOMHHUJIAa ceOs1 M XOTh TMOIUIAKasia, a pa3ropesioch Cepie-To OT OJHOW OT
namsITy, KaKk npexje xwuia... W onsare nomononena s, Kak )uBor BoAbl nonuia! JIuTaTko Tl Moe
cnankoe! [Torysnstio x 51 ¢ TOOOM, KOJIU TIO HPaBY MPUIILIACK, TIOTYJISIO BO BCIO CHUTYINIKY. .. 9X ! 710 30J1bI
CrOpIO, KOJIM BCTIbIXHYJIA!

U, kpernko npuxas K cebe mapHs, OHA C KaTHOCTHIO CTajIa 1IeJIOBATh €ro B I'yOBI.

— INo-ornsapl-Ba-a-aii! — TOCKJIMBO 3aBbIJT BAXTEHHBIN Ha Oapxke 1, KOPOTKO 00OPBAB «aii», —
Hayasi OUTh KOJIOTYIIIKOM B UyTYHHYIO JIOCKY ... [IpeOe3xkaiue, pe3kue 3ByKH pBAIA TOPKECTBEHHYIO
TUIIMHY HOYHU.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO JHEH, Korja Oapku pasrpy3wIvch U Mapoxoi rotoB Obul uatu B [lepmb, —
Edum, K BeMkoMy CBOEMy OrOpPUYEHHIO, YBUJIEI, UTO K Oepery rmoabexaa Tejiera ¥ Ha Held YepHO-
ra3as [lenarest ¢ CyHIyKOM U KaKMMHU-TO Y3J1aMHU.

— Iouum Matpoca Bemmy B3ATh!.. — npukaszan emy Poma, KrBasi rojloBor Ha Oeper.

YKOopu3HEHHO MoKavyap royioBor, EpuM cepauTo UCTOMHWI NpUKa3aHue U MOTOM, TTOHUKEH-
HBIM T'0JIOCOM, CITPOCHJL:

— Tak uyto — 1 oHa ¢ Hamu?

— Ona — co MHOW. ...

— Hy, na... "He co Bcemu *xe... O, rocnoau!

— Yero B3apIxaelib?

— la, — ®oma UrHateuu! Beb B OOJBINON TOPOJ TUIBIBEM. .. aJTM MAJIO TaM UXHEH CeCTphl?

— Hy, T MOTun! — cypoBo ckazan Poma.

— la 1 cMom4y ... TOJBKO HENOPSIIOK 3TO!

®doma BHYIIUTETLHO HAXMYPHJICS U CKa3aJl KallMTaHy, BJIACTHO OTYEKaHUBasl CJIOBA:

— To1, Eprim, 1 cebe 3apyOu Ha HOCY, U BCEM TYT CKaKH — €KeJIM J1a s1 CIIBIITY MPO Hee Kakoe-
HUOYb TOXaOHOE CIIOBO — MOJIEHOM 10 Oartke !

— Crpaxu kakue! — He noBepu1 EpumM, ¢ J1I000MBITCTBOM MOMIsIAbIBas B JIUIO X03siuHa. Ho oH
TOTYAC e OTCTYIWI Ha 1mar rnpeja PomMoit.

WrHatoB cbIH, KaK BOJIK, OCKAJIMJ 3yObl, 3paYKd Y HETO PaCIIUpPUIIUCh, U OH 3a0paJl:

— Ilocwmeiica! S Te mocmerocs!

Edwum xots1 u cTpycuii, HO ¢ IOCTOMHCTBOM 3arOBOPILL:

— Xoina Bbl, Poma MrHateny, v X0351MH. .. HO Kak MHE CKa3aHo «cieau, E¢um...» u 5 31ech
— KanwraH. ..

— Kanmran?! — kpuknyn ®oma, Bech B3parusas u OnegHes. — A s KTo?

— Tak 4uto — BBI He KpuuuTe! M3-3a mycTsKa, KakoBa ecTb 0ada. ..

Ha 6neqrom juiie @ombl BEICTYNIM KPacHBIE TISATHA, OH MEPECTYIIII C HOTM Ha HOTY, CYIO-
POXHBIM JIBUKEHUEM CHPATAT PYKU B KAPMaHBI MUKaKa U POBHBIM, TBEPIBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3al:
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— Tot! Kariutan! BoT 4T0 — C/IOBO elie pOTUB MEHs CKaxellb — youpaiics k dyepty! Bon! Ha
oeper! S u ¢ normanom nouny. IMowsn? Hamgo muO# TeGe He komaHaoBats!.. Hy?

Edum 6bu1 mopaskeH. OH cMOTpesT Ha XO35IMHA M CMEIITHO MOPraJl IJla3aMu, He HaXO[lsl OTBETa.

— Ious, roBopio?

— Io-ousn, — npotsHyn Edpum. — M3-3a vero mym, oqHako? M3-3a...

— Mosnuats!

Jluko cBepkHYBIIMe 71a3a POMBI, €ro UCKaXeHHOE JIMIO BHYIIVIA KarMTaHy OJIaryio MbIC/Tb
YUATH OT XO35IMHA, U OH OBICTPO YIIIEIT.

OH 6601 301 Ha oMy U cuuTas ceOsl HAITPACHO OOMKEHHBIM; HO B TO K€ BpPeMs MIOUYBCTBO-
BaJI HaJl COOOM TBEPAYIO, HACTOSIIYIO XO3SHMCKYI0 pyKy. EMy, roqamMu mpuBBHIKIIIEMY K MOAYMHEHUIO,
HPaBUJIACh MPOSIBJICHHAS HAl HUM BJIACTh, U, BOW/A B KAIOTy CTapUKa-JIOIMaHa, OH y&Ke C OTTEHKOM
YIOBOJIbCTBHUSI B TOJIOCE PACCKa3all eMY CLEHY C XO3MHOM.

— Bupan? — 3ak/oumi oH CBOM pacckas. — Tak 4To — Xopoliei mopojibl IEHOK, C MepBOM ke
OXOTBI — IOOPBIH Tec... A Bellb ¢ BUAY OH — TaK celOe. .. YeJIOBEUHIIKO MyTHOro yMa. .. Hy, Huuero,
IyCKaii OaryeTcsi, — IypHOTO TYT, BUAATh, He OyJIeT. . . IPH TaKOM ero Xxapaktepe. .. HeT, kak oH 3aopait
Ha meHs1! TpyOa, 51 Tebe ckaxy!.. Cpasy onpenenuics, OyIToO BIACTU U CTPOrOCTH KOBIIIOM XJICOHYI. . .

Edum roopun BepHo: 3a 311 qHM PoMa pe3ko M3MeHWICsA. BCIBIXHYBINAss B HEM CTPacThb
chesaga ero BJIaJbIKON TyIIW U Tesa JKEHIIUHBI, OH KaJHO M OTHEHHYIO CJIaJoCTh STOW BJIACTH,
Y OHA BBIKIVIA M3 HEro0 BCE HEYKJIIOKEe, YTO MPUIABAJIO €My BU MapHsS YrpOMOTo, IIyHOBaToro,
Y HAIOWJIa ero Ceparie MOJIOMOW rOpPAOCThIO, COBHAHMEM CBOEH YeJIOBeUeCKOr JTMUHOCTU. JII0OOBb K
JKEHIIIMHE BCer/ia IIO0TBOPHA /ISl MYKUMHBI, KAKOBa Obl OHAa HU ObLJIa, Jake €CIM OHa JIaeT TOJIbKO
CTpaJlaHusl, — ¥ B HUX BCErJa €CTh MHOTO IIEHHOTO. SIBJSASACH 17151 OOJNBHOTO AYIIIOI CUJIBHBIM SIIOM,
1151 30POBOTO JTIOOOBb — KaK OrOHb JKeJe3y, KOTOPOe X04YeT OBbITh CTAIIBIO. . .

VeneueHre PoMbI TPUIIATHAIETHEN KEHIIIMHOW, CIIPABJIABIIEH B OOBSTHSIX IOHOIIY TPU3HY TIO
CBOEH MOJIOZIOCTH, HE OTPHIBAJIO €T0 OT JeJIa; OH He TepsUICS HU B JIacKax, HU B padoTe, ¥ TaM U TYT
BHOCSI Bcero ceOsi. JKeHImHa, Kak Xxopollee BUHO, BO30YXJajla B HEM C OIMHAKOBOW CHJION JKakK1y
TpyIa U JTIOOBH, ¥ camMa OHa MOMOJIOZIENA, MPUOOIIASICh TIOIETyeB IOHOCTH.

B INepmu ®omy ka0 MACKMO OT KPECTHOTO, KOTOPBIM cooOmmast, 4to MIrHat 3armuit ¢ TOCKH
O ChIHE W UTO B €r0 TOfIbl BPEJHO TaK MHTh. [TMChbMO 3aKaHUYMBAJIOCh COBETOM CHEHIUTh C JeJIaMU U
BO3BpaIarbcs 1oMoi. Poma MOYyBCTBOBAI TPEBOTY B STOM COBETE, OHA Oropumiia Mpa3gHUK ero
cepaia, HO B 3a00Tax O Jene U B Jackax I[lemarem sta TeHb ckOpo pactasiia. JKu3Hb ero Tekia ¢
OBICTPOTON PEYHOW BOJIHBI, KAXKIBIA JIeHb TPUHOCUII HOBBIE OILYIICHUsI, TIOPOXK/1asi HOBbIE MBICIIH.
[Nenarest oTHOCHIIACH K HEMY CO BCEH CTPACTHIO JTIOOOBHUIIBL, C TOM CUJION YyBCTBA, KOTOPYIO BJIaraioT
B CBOM YBJICUCHUSI KEHIIMHBI €€ JIeT, JOMK1Bas MOCIeTHUe KAl 13 Jaiiv ku3Hu. Ho mopoii B Helt
npoOy:X/1a10Ch MHOE YyBCTBO, HE MEHee CHITbHOE U elle OoJee MpuBs3biBaloliee K Heid Pomy, — 9yB-
CTBO, CXO/IHOE CO CTPeMJICHHEM MaTepu o0epeub CBOETO JIIOOMMOTO ChIHA OT OIIMOOK, HAYYUTh €ro
MYIPOCTH KUTb. YacTo, Mo HOYaM, CHJsl Ha MaayOe, OOHSBIIMCH C HUM, OHA JIACKOBO U C TIEYAJIbIO
TOBOpUJIA EMY:

— Tol mociymaii MeHs1, Kak CecTpy TBOIO CTapiiylo... Sl skuia, Jiofei 3Halo. .. MHOTO BUZENA
Ha cBoeM Beky!.. ToBapuieit BbIOUpai cede ¢ OrIsiIKON, MOTOMY YTO €CTb JIIO/IU, KOTOpbIE 3apa3Hbl,
Kak 0osie3Hb... Thl U He pa3bepellb CHavYada, KTo OH Takoi? Kaxwuch, yenoBek, Kak Bce... XBaTb
— ¥ nipuctam K Tede 6onssuku ero. C Halel cecTpoil — coxpaHu TeOs mpecBsATas 6Goropoaumal —
OCTOPOKEH Oy/ib... MSATOK THI €Ille, HET HACTOSIIEro 3aKaJia Ha cepiie-To y Teds. .. A JI0 TAKUX, Kak
ThI, 6a0bI JJAKOMBI — CUJIEH, KpacHB, Oorar... Bcero 0osbliiie Oeperuch THXOHbKUX — OHU, KaK TbSIBKH,
BITMBAIOTCS] B MY)KUHMHY, — BOIIETCS U COCET, M COCET, a cCaMa Bce Takasl JIACKOBasl Ja HeskHast. Byner
OHa 13 TeOsI COK MUTh, a cedst cOepekeT, — TOJIHKO JapoM ceprie Tede HaacaauT. .. Thl K TeM OoJblIle,
KOTOpBIE, KaK 51 BOT, — Oolikue! Takue — 6e3 KOphICTU KUBYT. . .

Omna pieiicTButesnbHO ObuTa OeckopbicTHA. B Tlepmu ®oma HakymuI eil pa3HbIX OOHOBOK M 0€3-
nenymek. OHa 00pasoBaIach UM, HO, pACCMOTPEB, 03a00YEHHO CKa3aJa:

40



M. Topekuii. «Bacca JKemne3HoBa (cOOpHUK )»

— Tb1 HE OOJBHO TPAHKUPb IEHBTU-TO. .. CMOTPH, Kak Obl OTel-To He paccepauics!.. 4 v Tak. ..
u 6e30 Bcero oo Ted . . .

Vike paHee oHa 0ObsIBUJIA €MY, UTO TIOEJET C HUM TOJIBKO 10 Kaszanu, rae y Hee kuia cectpa
3amyxeM. Pome He BepHUJIOCh, UTO OHA YHIET OT Hero, U Koraa — 3a Houb J10 puoObiTs B Kazanp —
OHa MOBTOPUJIA CBOU CJIOBA, OH TIOTEMHEJ U CTaJl yIpaliMBaTh ee He Opocarh ero.

— A TBI TIpexe BpeMsl He ropiol, — cka3asa oHa. — Eme Houb 1iesas Brepeau y Hac... Ilpo-
CTHUMCS MBI C TOOOH, TOrIa U MOXKaJIeellb, — KOJIM KaJIKO CTaHeT!..

Ho oH Bce ¢ 60onbIMM kapoM yroBapuBall e He TIOKUIATh er0 U HaKOHell 3asiBUJI, YTO XOYeT
JKEHUTHCS HA HEW.

— Bor, BoT... Tak! — 1 oHa 3acMesinack. — TO OT JKUBOTO-TO Myka 3a TeOs1 monay? Mublid Thl
Mo, uynadok! Kenutncs 3axoren, a? Jla pa3Be Ha TakuUX-TO keHATCsI? MHOro, MHoro Oyner y te0s
MOMIOOOBHUII-TO. ... ThI TOrJa KEHUCh, KOT/Ia TIEPEKUIHUIIIb, KOTJ]a BCEX CIACTel HaelbCsl JOChITa —
apkaHoro xjedla 3aXo4eTcs. .. BOT KOrja skeHUch! 3aMedana s — My>KUYUHE 3J0POBOMY, JUIsS TIOKOSI
CBOETO, HY)KHO HE PaHO JKEHUTbCS. .. OMHOU KEeHbl eMy MaJio OyleT, ¥ IOMIET OH TOT/Ia O IPYTHM. . .
ThI TOKEH /17151 CBOETO CYACTbsI TOT/AA JKeHY OpaTh, KOTJa YBUIHIIb, YTO U OJHOU €€ XBATHUT C TeOs. . .

Ho uem Oonbinie oHa roBoprIa, — TeM HACTOMUYMBEE U TBEpKe cTaHOBMIICS PoMa B CBOEM KeJla-
HUM HE PaccTaBaThCs C HEMl.

— A TBI OCTTyIIAK-Ka, 4To 51 TeOe CKaxky, — CIIOKOWHO cKa3asia keHIuHa. — [opuT B pyke TBOei
Jy4uHa, a Te0e 1 6e3 Hee yke CBETJIO, — TaK Thl ee Cpa3y OKYHHU B BOALY, TOIJ/IA U Yay OT Hee He OyzerT,
U pyKU OHa TeOe He 000XKIKET. . .

— He noHumaro g1 TBOMX CJIOB. ..

— A Tl IOHUMAH. .. Thl MHE XyJIOTO He clienial, u 51 Tebe ero He Xouy... BoT 1 yXoxy. ..

TpyaHo ckazaThb, YeM Obl KOHYMIIACh 9T PACIIPs, eciiv Obl B Hee He BMelnasics cnyvaid. B Kazanu
doma nomyun TeaerpaMMmy oT MasikiHa, OH KpaTko MpUKa3blBaJl KPeCTHUKY: «HemenneHHo Bbies-
kall maccaxupckum». Y ®oMbl O0JIBHO CKAJIOCh CEpALIe, U Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO YacoB, CTUCHYB 3yObl,
OJIeIHBI U YTPIOMBI, OH CTOSIT Ha rajiepee Mapoxoja, OTXOMUBILIETO OT MPUCTAHU, U, BLUETHBIIUCDH
pyKaMmu B Mepuiia, HEMOABMKHO, HE MHTasl IJ1a3aMH, CMOTPEJ B JIUIIO CBOEH MUJIOH, YIUTbIBABIIEE OT
HEro BJIaJb BMECTe C MPUCTaHblo U ¢ 6eperoM. [lenares Maxasia eMy IJIATKOM U BCe YJbIOanach, HO
OH 3HaJ, 4TO OHa I1aueT. OT cie3 ee Best rpyapb pyodamku Pombl Oblla MOKpasi, OT HUX B CEp/LIe ero,
TIOJIHOM YTPIOMOW TPEBOTH, ObLIIO TSKKO U XOJIOAHO. PUrypa KeHIIMHBI BCE YMEHbIANACh, TOYHO
Tasiia, a Poma, He OTphIBas I71a3, CMOTpPE HA Hee M YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO IIOMUMO CTpaxa 3a OTIIa U TOCKH
0 JKEHIIMHE — B JIyIIe €ro 3apokKIaeTcsi Kakoe-T0 HOBOE, CUJIbHOE U efikoe olnymieHre. OH He Mor
Ha3BaTh ero cede, HO OHO Ka3aJIoCh eMy OIM3KUM K 00H[e Ha KOTO-TO.

Tosma monei Ha MPUCTAHU CITWJIACh B CIUIONIHOE, TEMHOE M MEPTBOE MSATHO Oe3 i, 6e3 hopm,
6e3 apmwxkeHus. Poma oToIesN OT MEPHJT ¥ YIPIOMO CTaJT XOIUTS TI0 Maryoe.

[Maccaxuppl, TPOMKO pa3roBapvBasi, YCaXXWBAJIUCh MHUTh Yail, JJAKEW CHOBAIM MO Tajiepee,
HaKpBIBas CTOJIMKH, TIe-TO HA KOpMe BHU3Y, B TPETheM KJlacce, cMesuIcsi peOeHOK, HblIa TApMOHHKA,
noBap APOOHO CTydasl HOXaMH, Apede3xaia rnocyna. Paspesast BOJIHbI, BCIIEHWBAsI UX U COAPOTasiCh
OT HaNpsDKEHHUsI, OTPOMHBIIA MApOX0/1 OBICTPO TUIBUT IPOTHB TeueHus ... PomMa MoCMOTpes Ha IHpO-
KHe TI0JIOCH! B30EIIIEHHBIX BOJIH 32 KOPMOU ITApOXO/ia ¥ OIIyTHII B cede UKOe KeTaHHe JIOMaTh, PBaTh
YTO-HUOY/b, — TOKE MOUTH I'PY/IBIO IPOTUB TEYSHUS U PA3APOOUTH €r0 HATIOP O IPY/b U TJIEYH CBOH. . .

— Cynp0a! — XpHIUIBIM ¥ yTOMJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3aJl KTO-TO OKOJIO HETO.

37O CJ0BO OBLIO 3HAKOMO €My: UM TeTka AHdwuca yacto orBevana dome Ha ero BOMPOCHI,
Y OH BJIOKWJ B 9TO KPaTKoe CJIOBO MpecTaBeHne O cuiie, TogoOHou cuiie 6ora. OH B3MISIHYT Ha
TOBOPUBIIMX: OIMH M3 HUX ObUI CEJEHBKHI CTAPUYOK, C JOOPHIM JIMIIOM, APYTOM — MOMOJIOXKE, C
OOJBIIIMMU YCTATBIMU TJIa3aMHU U C YEPHOW KJIMHOOOpa3Hoi Ooponko. Ero xpsimeBarsiii O0JbIION
HOC U KeJThble, BBAJMBIIMECS IEKH HaroMuHam Pome KpecTHOro.

— Cynp0a! — yBepeHHO TIOBTOPWJI CTAPUK BO3IJIAC CBOETO coOeceiHMKa U yeMexHyics. — OHa
HaJl ’KU3HBIO — KaK PhIOAK HaJl PEKO: KMHET B CYeTy Hallly KPIOYOK C TPUMAHKOM, a YeJIOBeK cerlvac —
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XBaTh 32 MPUMAHKY KaIHBIM-TO PTOM. .. TYT OHa Ka-aK pBaHET CBOE YVIIUIIE — HY, U ObeTCsI YeIOBEK
03€Mb, U CEepAIIe Y Hero, MIs/IUIb, HAAOPBaHo. .. Tak-To, cygaps Mou!

doma 3aKkpbL [J1a3a, TOYHO €My B HUX JIyd COJTHIIA YAApHII, U, Kauasl TOJIOBOM, TPOMKO CKazaJl:

— Bepno! Bor — BepHo-0!

ColeceTHMKY MPUCTAIBHO MOCMOTPENM Ha HETO: CTApUK — C TOHKOM U YMHOU YJBIOKOH, O0JTb-
IIery1a3blid — HeIPYKEI0OHO, UCTIOMIO0bs. ITO cMyTWIO PoMy, U OH, TIOKPACHEB, OTOIIEN OT HUX,
aymasi o cyapOe U HeJJoyMeBasi: 3a4eM el HyXKHO ObLJIO TTPUJIACKaTh €ro, MOoIapyuB eMy JKeHIIUHY, U
TOTYAC BBIPBATh U3 PYK Y HETO MOJAPOK TaK MPOCTO ¥ 00MIHO? V1 OH MIOHSLT, UTO HESCHOE, €IKOE TyB-
CTBO, KOTOPOE OH HOCHWJI B ce0e, — oOua Ha cynbOy 3a ee urpy ¢ HuM. OH ObUT CJIMIITKOM M30aJI0BaH
JKU3HBIO JIJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI IPOITE OTHECTHCH K TIEPBOM Karule 5/1a B TOJILKO UTO TI0YaTOM KyOKe, 1 Bce
CYTKH JIOpOTH MpoBes 6e3 cHa, TyMasi O CJIOBaX CTapHKa | Jiejies: cBoo oouay. Ho oHa Bo30Oyxgana
B HEM He YHBIHHME U CKOpOb, a THEBHOE U MCTUTEJILHOE UYBCTBO. ..

®domy BCTpeTHIT KPECTHBIN U Ha €T0 TOPOIUIMBBIE, TPEBOXKHBIE BOIIPOCH, BO30YkICHHO TO0OIec-
KMBasl 3eJICHOBATHIMHU TJIa3KaMu, OOBSIBII, KOTJ/IA YCeJICS B IMPOJIETKY PSIIOM C KPECTHUKOM:

— VI3 yma BBIKUIT OTELI-TO TBOU. ..

— IIver?

— Xyxe! CoBceM ¢ yma cored. ...

—Hy? O, rocrioqu! rosopure. ..

— INoHnMaernb: 0OBABUIACH OKOJIO HEro OapblHbKA OHA. . .

— Y0 xe oHa? — BockyuKkHYJ Poma, BcnoMHUB cBolo [lenareio, 1 moyemy-To MovyBCTBOBAJ
B Cep/LE pajoCTh.

— Ilpucrana oHa K HEMY U — COCET. ..

— Tuxonbkas?

— Ona? Tuxa... kak noxap... CempaecAT NATh THICSY BbIAYJA U3 KapMaHa y HEro — Kak
MyHIMHKY !

— 0-o! Kto0 *e 3710 Takas?

— CoHbka MeibIHCKAsI, apXUTEKTOPOBA KeHa. . .

— Ba-atomku! HeyxTo oHa... Pa3Be otell, — HEYXTO OH €€ B MOTIOOOBHUIIBI B35JI? — THXO U
M3YMJIEHHO cripocust Poma.

KpecTHbIil OTIIATHYJICSA OT HETO M, CMEIITHO BBITAPAIIMB I71a3a, UCITyTAaHHO 3arOBOPHL:

— Ha Th1, Opar, Toxe ciistui! Eii-6ory, cnsati! OnoMuucs! B mmiectbaecsat Tpu rofga JToO0BHHUIT
3aBO/IUTE. .. Ja eie B Takylo 1ieHy! Yrto Tei? Hy, s1 310 Urnary pacckaxy!

N MasikuH pacchiliayl B BO3/IyXe JIpeOe3Kallinii, TOPOIUTUBBIN CMeX, MPUYeM ero KO3JMHas
O6oponka HempurIsIHO 3aapokana. He ckopo ®oma 100MIICS OT HEro TOJKA; MPOTHB OOBIKHOBEHUS
cTapuk ObLT OeCrOKOeH, BO30YK/EH, ero peub, BCeraa IiaBHas, pBajiach, OH PacCKa3bIBa, pyrasich u
OTIUIEBBIBAsICH, 1 PoMa efiBa pazoOpai, B ueM aeno. Okazanock, uto Codws [TaBnoBHa MenbiHCKas,
kKeHa Ooraua-apxXuTeKTOpa, U3BECTHAS BCEMY TOpPOAY CBOEH HEYTOMUMOCTBIO 10 YacTH YCTPOWCTBA
pa3HBIX OJIArOTBOPHUTENILHBIX 3aTeld, — yropopwia MIrHaTa moXepTBOBaTh CEMBIECAT MATh THICSIY Ha
HOWIEKHBIN JJOM U HAPOAHYI0 OMOJIMOTEKY ¢ unTaibHen. VITHaT ma IeHbId, U yXke ra3eThl pacxBa-
JIVJTH ero 3a meapocts. Poma He pa3 BUJIeN 3Ty KeHIIUHY Ha YHIaxX; OHa OblJla MaJIeHbKasl, OH 3HAJ,
YTO €€ CYMTAIOT OJHOM U3 KpacuBeuIux B ropoae. O Hell TOBOPWIIU AYPHO.

— Tonbko-T0?! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, BBICIYIIIAB PacCKa3 KPeCTHOro. — A s jayman — OOr BecTb
qT0. ..

— Tet? Tet nyman? — Bapyr paccepauicsa Masikus. — Hudero Tel He gymait — MOJIOKOCOC Thl!

— Jla uto BbI pyraerech? — ynusuics doma.

— TsI ckaxu — O-TBOEMY, CEMBJIECAT IATh ThICSY — OOJbIIME ISHBIU?

— Bonbinme, — ckazan Poma, nogymas. — [la Beib y OTLIA MHOT'O MX... YETrO e Bbl TaK YiK. ..

SIkoBa TapacoBuua MOBEJIO BCETO, OH C MPE3PEHUEM IMOCMOTPES B JIUIO IOHOIIHA ¥ KAaKHM-TO
CJ1a0bIM TOJIOCOM CIPOCHIT €T0:
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— DTO Thl TOBOPUILB?

— A KTO *%€?

— Bpemib! D10 Mos01as1 TBOSI IIIyNOCTh TOBOPUT, Aa! A Mosl cTapasi IylOCTh — MAJUTMOH Pa3
JKU3HBIO UCTIBITAHA, — OHA TeOe TOBOPHT: THI €IIIe IEHOK, paHo Tede OacoM JIasiTh!

domy 1 paHblIle YaCTEHBKO 3a/IeBaJl CIUIIIKOM OOPa3HBIN S3bIK KPECTHOTO, — MasikuH Bceraa
TOBOPWJI C HUM Tpy0ee OTIIa, — HO TeTlepb I0HOIIA MOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOsi KPENKO OOMKEHHBIM U CHep-
’KaHHO, HO TBEPHO CKa3aI:

— Bub1 Ob1 He pyrajmch 3ps-To, 51 Bellb He MAJICHbKUM. . .

— Jla 9To THI TOBOPUIIL? — HACMEINIUIMBO MOHSB OPOBH, BOCKJIMKHYJI MasikuH.

domy B30pBao. OH B3MISHYI B JIMIO CTAPUKY U BECKO OTYEKAHMIT:

— A BOT roBOpIO, YTO 3PAIIHON PyraHH Ballleld He X0y OOJIbIIIe CIIBIIATh, — JOBOJBHO!

—Mwm... ga... ta-ak! VI3Bunure. . .

SlkoB TapacoBwu MpUIIypHUi I71a3a, MOKeBalI ry0amMu W, OTBEPHYBIIUCh OT KPECTHHUKA, C
MUHYTY roMorryal. [IponeTka Brexasia B y3KyI0 yJMILy, ¥, YBUAAB U3aJIH KPBIITY cBoero qoma, Poma
HEBOJILHO BCEM TeJIOM JIBUHYJICA Briepe/. B To jke BpeMs KpecTHbIM, TUTyTOBATO U JIACKOBO YIIbIOASICh,
CIIPOCHJI €ro:

— ®omka! Ckaxu — Ha KOM ThI 3yObI cebe oTToumin? a?

— PasBe octpeie cramu? — cripocun Poma, 06paJOBaHHBIN TAKMM OOpaIlleHHeM KpeCTHOTO.

— Huuero... D10 xoporo, 6par... 3T0 04-4eHb XopoIo! Bosmch MbI ¢ OTIIOM — MSMJIS ThI
Oynems!.. Hy, a BOOKy nmuTh BelyYmycs?

—Iun...

— Ckopenbko!.. IlomHory, uro amn?

— 3ayeM OMHOT'Y-TO. ..

— A BKycHa?

— He ouens. ..

— T3k... Huvero, Bce 910 He XyH0. .. TONbKO BOT OOJBHO ThI OTKPHIT, — BO BCEX I'pexax U BCS-
KOMY IIOITy TOTOB KasiThCsl. .. Thl cOOOpa3y Hac4YeT 3TOro — He Bcerja, Opar, 3To HY)KHO... HHOW pa3
CMOJTYHIIIb — ¥ JIIOZISIM YTOIUIIb, U Tpexa He coTBopuilib. H-1a. fAI3bIK y uenoBeka penko Tpe3B ObIBaeT.
A BOT 1 nipriexanu... CMOTpH — OTEI-TO He 3HAET, YTO ThI IPUOBLI. .. JIOMA JIU e1ie?

OH ObUT JOMa: B OTKPHITHIE OKHA U3 KOMHAT Ha YJHILy HECCSI €r0 TPOMKHIA, HEMHOTO CUTLIBII
xoxoT. [Ilym nponeTku, nogbexasiiei K Jomy, 3actaBui MirHara BHIIISIHYTh B OKHO, ¥ TIPU BUJIE ChIHA
OH PaJIOCTHO KPUKHYJI:

— A-a! SBuics. ..

Uepes MuHyTY OH, iprxaB oMy OIHOW PyKOU KO TPy/IH, JaJ0HBI0 JPYTroi yrepcs emy B JIo0,
oTrubasi TONOBY ChIHA HA3aJ1, CMOTPEJ B JIUI0 €My CHUSIIOIIMMH I71a3aMH U TIOBOJIbHO TOBOPHLT:

— 3aropeut. .. no3goposen... Mosnozen! bapensa! Xoporn y MeHs cbiH?

— HenypeH, — paznacst 1acKoBbIi, cepeOpHCTbIiA TOJIOC.

doma B3MISHY U3-3a IJIeYa OTIAa ¥ YBUAAT: B MIEPEAHEM YTy KOMHATBI, OOJIOKOTSICh Ha CTOJ,
cuzena MaJleHbKasl )KEHIIMHA C MBIITHBIMH O€JIOKYPHIMU BOJIOCAMU; Ha OJISHOM JIMILIE €€ PE3KO BbIJe-
JISUTCH TEMHBIE IV1a3a, TOHKUE OPOBU M MyXJIble, KpacHble TyObl. C3a11 Kpeciia CTOsUT OOMBIIION (hUIto-
AEHJIPOH — KPYITHbIE, y30puaThle JIMCTbsI BUCEJIU B BO3AyXE HaJl €€ 30JI0TUCTON T'OJIOBKOM.

— Ho6poro 3n0poBbst, Codbst [TaBnoBHa, — yMIIIBHO rOBOprI MasikiH, IOAXOMS K HEeH ¢ Mmpo-
TSHYTOW PyKOM. — YTO, BCE KOHTpUOYIIMU coOrpaeTe ¢ Hac, OeHbIX ?

doma Momya MOKJIOHWICS €id, He CITyIlasi HU ee oTBeTa MasikiHy, HU TOTO, YTO TOBOPUJI My
orell. bapbIHs mprcTanbHO cMOTpena Ha Hero, yibeloasich npuBeTnBo. Ee nerckas gpurypa, okyTaH-
Hasl B KaKyl0-TO TEMHYIO TKaHb, IOUTH CJIMBAJIaCh C MAIMHOBOIM MaTepuel Kpeciia, OTUero BOJTHUCTHIE
30JI0ThIE BOJIOCHI U OJIe/THOE JIMIIO TOYHO CBETHJIMCh HAa TeMHOM poHe. Cuast Tam, B yIity, HOJ 3elie-
HBIMHU JIUCTHSIMH, OHA ObLJTa TIOXOXa U Ha IIBETOK U HA UKOHY.

— Cmorpu, Codws [TaBnoBHa, Kak OH Ha TeOst BO33puJIcs, — opel, a? — roBopui UrHar.
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Ee rna3a cy3miuck, Ha IeKax BCIBIXHYJI CIaObIi pyMsiHell, ¥ OHA 3aCMesiiach — TOYHO cepeo-
PSHBIN KOJIOKOJIBYMK 3a3BeHeN. U ToTyac e Bcrana, roBopsi:

— He Oyny mermaTh Bam, 10 CBUIaHKS !

Korga ona 6ecrrymHo npoxonmia MuMo PoMbl, Ha HEro MaxHyJI0 JyXaMu, U OH YBUJIAJ, YTO
r71a3a y Hee TeMHO-CHHUE, a OpOBHU MOUTH YEPHBIE.

— Viutsina myka, — THX0 ckazayi MasikvH, co 3710001 TIsijis BCTe ei.

— Hy, paccka3zpiBaii HaM, Kak e31us1? MHoro Jiv ieHer npokyTui? — ryaei Uruar, Tonkas cbiHa
B TO KPECJIO, B KOTOPOM TOJIBKO 4TO cujiena MezpiHcKkas. Poma moKocusIcs Ha HETro U Cell B IpYroe.

— Yro, X0oporia, BUIHO, 6abeHOUYKA-TO? — IOCMENBAsICh, TOBOPII MasikuH, niynas ®omy cBo-
MMH XUTPBIMU I71a3KaMu. — BoT Oyzelsb Tol py HEll pOT pa3eBarh... TaK OHA BCE BHYTPEHHOCTH Y
TeOs ChecT. ..

doma noueMy-TO B3APOTHYJ M, HE OTBETUB €MY, JEJIOBbIM TOHOM Hauyajl rOBOPUTH OTLY O
noesake. Ho Mruar nepe6u ero peun:

— Iloroau, s KOHbSUKY CIIPOIIY. . .

— A TBI TYT BCE IbeIllb, TOBOPSIT. .. — HEOJOOPUTENIBHO cKazan Poma.

WrnHar ¢ ynuBieHueM 1 TI0OOMBITCTBOM B3IJISIHYJ Ha HETO U CITPOCHI:

— Jla pa3Be OTIly MOKHO 3TaK TOBOPUTD, a?

doma ckoH(]y3MIICA U OIYCTUII TOJIOBY.

— To-To! — no6pomymHO ckazan rHat u KpukHyII, 9T00 Jaji KOHBSKY. . .

MasikuH, npuILypyB I71a3a, TOCMOTpelt Ha ['op/ieeBbIX, B310XHYJI, IPOCTUIICA U yILE, TPUrIa-
CHB UX BeUepoM K ce0e MUTh Yail B MAJTMHHUKE.

—I'ne e Terka Anduca? — cripocun Poma, 4yBCTBYsI, UTO TENEPh, HAETUHE C OTIIOM, EMY CTaJIO
[IOYEMY-TO HEJIOBKO.

— B monactbips noexana. .. Hy, roBopu MHe, a 51 — BBIIBIO. . .

doma B HECKOJIBKO MUHYT paccKas3ajl OTIly O JeJlaX U 3aKOHYMJI PacCKa3 OTKPOBEHHBIM IpU-
3HaAHHUEM:

— JleHer st ucTpatui Ha ceds. .. MHOTO.

— Ckomnbko?

— PyOneii... mectbcor. ..

— B nontopa-to mecsana! Hemarno... Buxy, 4ro s npuka3zyuka — gopor Tel MHe... Kyna x
9TO ThI UX BChITIA?

— Tpucra myn xneda mogapu. . .

— Komy? Kak?

doma pacckasai.

— Hy 310 — HMuero! — onoOpwt ero oterl. — D710 — 3Hai Hammx!.. TyT geno sicHoe — 3a OTIOBY
YeCTb... 32 4ecTh (pupMsl... M yOBITKA TyT HETy, OTOMY — cjaBa JA00past ecTb, a 9T0, OpaT, camas
Jy4diuasi BeIBECKa J1s Toprosi. .. Hy, a ee?

— [Ja... TaK, Kak-To... UCTpaTul...

— l'oBopu mpsiMo. .. He O AeHBrax CIIPAIIMBAI0, — XOUY 3HaTh, KaK ThI JKIJI, — HacTauBasl MrHar,
BHUMATEJIbHO U CTPOrO PacCMaTpuBasi ChIHA.

—En... mun... — He cnaBaiica Poma, yrpioMo U CMYIIIEHHO HaKJIOHSIS TOJIOBY.

— IIun? Bonky?

— U Boaky...

— A! He pano mm?

— Crnipocu Ecbrima — HarmBasicst Jiu s JIOTNbsIHA. . .

— Ha uro cniparmmBats Edpuma? Tl cam qomkeH Bce cKa3aTh. .. Tak, CTajlo ObITh, MMbelllb?

— Mory u He 1uTb. ..

— I'ne yx! Konbsiky xoueus?

doma mocMoTpet Ha OTLA ¥ IIMPOKO YJIBIOHYICS. M 0Tel OTBETHII eMy 100POAYITHOH YIBbIOKOM.
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— 9X Thl... yeprt! Ileii... ga cMoTpy, — feno pasymen... Yto nopenaenis?.. IbsIHULA — IPO-
CIIUTCS, & IypaK — HUKOTAA. .. OyJIeM XOTb 9TO IOMHHUTb. .. IJIs1 CBOETO yTemeHus... Hy u ¢ neBkamu
rysin? Jla roBopu npsimo yxk! YUto st — 6uth €051, uTO JIH, Oymy?

— Dynsn. .. 6buta ogHa Ha mapoxoge. .. Ot I[Mepmu 1o Kazanu Be3 ee. ..

— Hy... — VIrHaT TsKes10 B3I0XHYI U, HACYIIMBIINCH, CKa3al: — PaHo onoranuics. ..
— Mmue gBaauare Jiet... A Tbl TOBOPWI, YTO B TBOE BpPeMs IATHAALATWIETHUX NapHUILIEK
KEHWIH. .. — CMYLIEHHO BO3PA3WJI EMY CBIH.

—To — xenwmu. .. Hy, nanHo, 6yzer npo 1o roBoputs. .. Hy, oBescs ¢ 6adoit, — uro xe? bada
— Kak ocra, 6e3 Hee He MPOKUBEIb. .. A MHE JIMLIEMEPUTb He MTPUXOAUTCS. .. 51 paHbIIIe TBOETO Hava
K 6a0aM JIbHYTh. .. OHAKO cOOMOAal C HUIMU OCTOPOKHOCTb. ..

Wrnar 3agymaiicst ¥ 10ro MoJai, CUAs HEMOABIKHO, HU3KO CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY.

— Bot uto, ®oma, — BHOBb 3arOBOpHUJI OH CYpOBO M TBEPAO, — CKOPO s iompy. .. Ctap. B rpynu
y MeHsI TECHHT, JIbIIIIaTh MHE TSKENO... ompy... Torga Bce neno Ha TeOs jspkert... Hy, cHavyana
KPECTHBIN TIOMOXeT Tebe — cymiai ero! Hagas Thl... He Xy0, Bce 00fiena, Kak cleayer, BOXKU B
PyKax Kpernko aepxait... Jlail 6or u BOpeab Tak ke. .. 3Hail BOT YTO: JeJI0 — 3BEPb KUBOW U CHITbHBIH,
MPaBUTh UM HYKHO YMEIOUH, B3HY3/IbIBATh HA/IO KPEITKO, a TO OHO TeOs ofponeeT. .. Ctapaiics CTOSITh
BBIIIIE JIeJIa... TaK MOCTaBb ceOs, YT00 BCe OHO y TeOs MO HOraMu ObUTO, Ha BHUIY, YTOO KasKIbii
MaUIBII TBO3IMK B HEM — BUIEH ObLI TEOE. . .

doma cMoTpen Ha MIUPOKYIO TPyAb OTIIA, CIYIIAT €ro IYCTOH ToJIoC U TyMaJl Ipo ceOst:

«Hy, He ckopo Thl momperb!»

Dra MBICIb ObLTa TIPUSTHA €My U BO30YK/1aj1a B HeM JJoOpoe, ropsidee YyBCTBO K OTILY.

— KpecrtHoro aepxuch... y Hero yma B Oaiike — Ha Bech ropof] XBatut! OH TOJBKO XpabpocTu
JIMIIIIEH, a TO — OBITh OBl eMy BBICOKO. [la, — Tak, rOBOpIO, HEJOJITO MHE KHTh OCTAJIOCh. .. [1o-HacTo-
SIIeMy, mopa Obl TOTOBUTHCSI K CMEPTH. .. BpocuTh OBl BCe, ]a MOTOBETH, J1a 3a00TUThLCS, YTOO JIIOIN
MeHsI JOOPOM BCIIOMSIHYJIH. ...

— BenomsanyT! — yBepeHHo ckazan Poma.

— Bbiy10 OBl 32 4TO. ..

— A HOWIEKHBII-TO JOM?

Wruar B3rJIsAHYJI HA ChIHA U 3aCMESUICA.

— Ckazan fkos-T1o, ycnien! Pyran, vait, MmeHst?

— Bputo HeMHOXKO, — ynbIOHYIICS PoMa.

— Hy, eme 6b1! Anut s ero He 3Ha0?

— OH Hacyer 3TOro Tak rOBOPHJI, TOYHO €r0 JIEHbIU-TO. ..

WrHat OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY KPeciia U PACXOXOTAJICs elle CHIIbHEE.

— AX crapblil BOPOH, a? DTO Thl BEPHO. .. [Ij1s1 HEro 4Tto CBOU AEHBIH, YTO MOU — BCE €IMHO, —
BOT OH U JIpOXKUT. .. Llens ectsb y Hero, sibicoro... Hy-ka ckaxu — kakasa?

doma nogyman v ckazal:

— He 3na0. ..

— 9! CoeqnHUTH OH JEHLI'U-TO XOYET. ..

— Kak 310?

— Ja ny, norapaiics!..

doma rnocmMoTpen Ha OTIa U — Aoragaics. JIUIo ero noTeMHesno, OH MPUBCTAN C Kpeciia, pelu-
TEJIbHO CKa3aB:

— Her, a1 He xouy! {1 Ha Heli He keHIOCH!

— O? Yro tak? [leBKa 300poBasi, HerIynas, ofHa y oTua. ..

— A Tapac? [Iponammii-to?

— Ilponamuit — mpomnaj, 0 HeM, CTalo ObITh, U pedb BECTH He CTOUT... EcTh IyXoBHas, U B
Hell ckazaHo: «Bce Moe ABrkHUMOe M HEIBHKUMOe — Jtodepr Moel JIloOoBH. ..» A Hac4eT Toro, 4to
cecTpa oHa Tebe KpecToBasi, — OOJaIuM. ..
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— Bce paBHo, — TBepo ckazan Poma, — 51 Ha Hel He JKeHIOCH !

— Hy, 06 sTom pano roBoputsb... OIHAaKO — 4TO 3TO OHA Kak He Mo ay1ie Tede?

— He mo6mo sTakux. ..

— Ta-ak! Ax TbI, ckaxwuTe, moxainyicra! Kakve *ke Bam, cymapb, OOJIbIIe 1O BKyCY?..

— Kotopsie nompoie. .. OHa TaM ¢ TMHMHA3UCTaMU 1 C KHVDKKAMH. . . yueHasi cranal.. CmesiTbest
Oy/IeT HaJIo MHOM. .. — B3BOJTHOBAaHHO roBopus1 Poma.

— D10, MOJIOKKUM, BEpHO, — OOIKa OHa — He B Mepy. .. Ho 310 — myctoe neno! Besikas pixkaBunHa
OYMIIIAETCS, €XKEJTN PYKH PUIOKHUTD. .. A KPECTHBIN TBOM — YMHBIH CTapHK. .. KuTbe ero 010 Crio-
KOIHOE, cupsyee, Hy, OH, CU/Isl HA OMHOM-TO MeCTe, M TyMasl 000 BCEM... ero, Opar, CTOUT MOCIy-
I1aTh, OH BO BCSIKOM JKMTEHMCKOM JieJie U3HAHKY BUAUT... OH y HaC — pUCTOKpAT — OT Matymku Exa-
tepuHbl! MHOro o cebe nonnmaer... M kak pox ero uckopenuscsi B Tapace, To OH U permi — 1eds
Ha mecto Tapaca MoCTaBUTh, YyBCTBYEIIb ?

— Her, yx 51 cam ceGe MecTo BeIOEpY, — yrpsaMo ckazan Poma.

— I'mymt enge ThI. .. — yCMEXHYJICS OTEll.

WX pasroBop ObLT MpepBaH MpHUe3 oM TeTKU AH(HCHI. . .

— ®omymka! [Tpuexait... — Kpuyasa oHa Ie-To 3a qBepsmu, Poma BCcTas U rolesn HaBCTpeuy
€M, JTaCKOBO YJIBIOASICh. . .

... BHOBB JM3HB €ro MoTekJia MeAJIeHHO U 01H000pa3HO. COXpaHUB MO OTHOIIEHUIO K CHIHY TOH
A0OPOMYIIHO-HACMEILIMBBIN U MOOIIPUTENbHBIN, OTEIl B OOIIEM CTal OTHOCUTHCSI K HEMY CTPOXKE,
CTaBsl eMy Ha BUJ KaX]yI0O MeJIOoYb U BCe Yallle HAOMUHAsI, YTO OH BOCIUTHIBAJI €r0 CBOOOTHO, HU
B YeM He CTEeCHsUI, HUKOT/Ia He OWII.

— Ilpyrue oTiipl Baiiero 6para rnojieHbsMHU ObIOT, a s ajiblieM TeOs1 He TPOHY!

— Bugno, He 3a 4T0 OBUIO, — CIIOKOMHO 3as1BIT OgHaX a6l PoMa.

Wrnar paccepnuiicsi Ha CbIHA 32 TU CJIOBA U TOH.

— [MoroBopu! — 3apbruast oH. — Habpajicst XpaOpocTu 1oj Msrkou-To pykoid. .. Ha Besikoe ciioBo
OTBeT Haxomuib. CMOTpH — pyKa MOsI XOTb U MsTKas OblJ1a, HO €Ille TaK CKaTh MOXKET, 4TO y TeOs
U3 MATOK ciie3bl OpbI3HYT!.. CKOPO ThI BHIPOC — KaK IPHO-TIOraHKa, 9yTh OT 3€MJIM TOHSICA, a YK
BOHSICIIIb. . .

— 3a 4TO THI CEpAUIIILCS Ha MeHsI? — HeIOyMeHHO cripocuit Poma oTIia, Korjaa ToT ObU1 B JOOPOM
HACTPOCHMUH. . .

— A TBI HE MOXEIIIb CTEpPIIeTh, KOT/Ia OTEI] BOPYUT Ha TeOsl... B CIIOP cerlyvac Jieselb! ..

— la Benmb 0OuHO. .. 1 XyXke He cTall... BUXKY s Bellb, KAK BOH APYTME B MOM JIETa KUBYT. ..

— He otBanutcs y 1eds rooBa, exenu s pyray 1edst MHOW pas... A pyraioch — MoToMy 4TO
BUKY B TeOe UTO-TO He Moe... UTO OHO — He 3Halo, a BUKY — eCTh... M BpemHoe oHO Teoe. ..

OtH croBa otna 3actaBui Pomy riydoko 3amymarbes. OH caM 4yBCTBOBaJ B cede UTO-TO
0cOOEHHOE, OTJIMYABIIIEE €r0 OT CBEPCTHUKOB, HO TOXE HE MOT MOHSATH — YTO 3TO Takoe? Y mono3pu-
TEJIbHO CJIE/INIT 32 COOOH. . .

Emy HpaBuiioch ObIBaTh Ha OMpiKe, B ITyMe ¥ TOBOPE COJIMIHBIX JIIOIEH, COBEPIIABIINX THICSY-
HBIE JIeNIa; eMy JIbCTUJIO TTOYTeHUE, C KOTOPBIM 3/10pOBAJIUCh, pasroBapuBaiu ¢ Hum, ®omoii 'opaee-
BBIM, MEeHee Oorarble POMbBICIIOBbIE 0. OH YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 CYaCTIIMBBIM U TOPIBIM, €CIIU MOPOi
eMy yIaBaJIOCh PACHIOPSAUTHCS 32 CBOM CTpax yeM-HUOYAb B OTIIOBCKOM JIeJie U 3aCITyKUTh ON0OpH-
TEJIbHYIO YCMEIIKY OTIa. B HemM ObUIO MHOTO 4eCTOMOOMBOIO CTPEMIICHHS — Ka3aThCsl B3POCIBIM U
JEJIOBBIM YeJIOBEKOM, HO KUJT OH OJMHOKO, KaK paHblIlle, U He YyBCTBOBAJI CTPEMJICHHS IMETb ApY3ei,
XOTSI KaX/Iblid IEHb BCTPEYAJICSl CO MHOTMMU U3 JIETEW KYIIIOB, CBepCTHUKamMu cBouMu. He pa3 oHu
MIPUIJIAIIATA €70 TIOKYTUTh, HO OH I'pyOOBaTO M MPEHEOPEKUTETHHO OTKA3BIBAJICS OT MPUIJIAIICHU
Y JJake IOCMEUBAJICS:

— Borock. .. Y3HaoT OTIIBI BalllM MPO 3TH KYTEXH, a KaK OMTh BaCc CTaHYT, MOXAIyW, U MHE
OT HUX TIOMAJIET IO IIee. . .
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Emy He HpaBWJIOCH B HUX TO, YTO OHU KYTAT U Pa3BpPaTHUYAIOT TUXOHBKO OT OTIIOB, HA JICHBIH,
YKPaJIeHHBIE U3 OTIOBCKUX KACC UJIH B3ATHIE TIOJ JIOJITOCPOYHBIE BEKCEITsI v OOJIbIIMe porieHTh. OHU
TOXE He JIIOOWJIM ero 3a 3Ty CAePKaHHOCTh, B KOTOPOW YYBCTBOBAJIA TOPIIOCTh, OOUIHYIO UM.

On yacro BcriomuHaut Ilenareto, u cHavana emy ObUIO TOCKJIMBO, KOTIa 00pa3 ee BCIIBIXUBAJ B
ero BooOpaxeHuu. .. Ho Bpems 1110, CTUPAJIo IOHEMHOTY SIpKHME KPAcKU C 9TOH JKeHIIMHBI, U He3a-
METHO JIJIS HEr0 MeCTO B MeUTax ero 3aHsijla MaJieHbKasi, aHresionogooHas MeapiHckast. OHa OYTH
Ka’kJ1I0€ BOCKpeceHbe 3ae3xaia K IrHaTy ¢ pa3TiMyHbIME POCh0aMHU, B 0OIIeM UMEBIIIMMU OJIHY I1e]Tb
— YCKOPUTbH MOCTPONKY HOWISKHOTO foMa. B ee mpucyrcrBru ®oma 4yBCTBOBA ceOsl HEYKITIOKUM,
OI'POMHBIM, TSIKEJIBIM; 3TO OOMXKAJIO €ro, ¥ OH I'YCTO KpacHeJ O/ JIJACKOBBIM B3IJISZIOM OOJBIINX TJIa3
Codwu [MapnoBHbl. OH 3aMeyalt, YTO Kak/Ibli pa3, KOTJia OHa CMOTpEJia Ha Hero, — rjia3a ee TeMHeH,
a BepxHss ryda B3IparuBaja U 4yTh-4yTh MPUIOIHUMAIACH KBEPXY, OOHaKast KPOIIeUHble Oebie
3yOBl. 1O Beeraa myrajo ero. OTell, MOAMETUB €ro B3I Ha MeIbIHCKYI0, CKa3al eMy:

— Thl He OYeHb TSATb T71a3a-TO Ha 3Ty poxkwuily. OHa, CMOTpH, — Kak Oepe30BbIid YTOJIb: CHAPYKU
OH OBIBaeT TAKOM ke BOT CKPOMHBIM, IIaJKUI, TEMHEHbKHIA, — KQ)KUCh, COBCEM XOJIOHBII, — a BO3bMU
B PYKY, — OXKTeT. ..

MenpiHcKas He BO30ysK/1ajia B IOHOIIIE YYBCTBEHHOTO BJICUSHHMS, B Hel He ObUIO HUYETrO TOXO-
xero Ha [lenareo, u BooOIe oHa OblTa HEeMOHATHA emy. OH 3HAJI, YTO MPO HEe PacCKa3bIBAIOT
3a30pHO, HO 3TOMY He Beprl. OJHAaKO OH M3MEHW OTHOIIICHHUE K HEel, KOTja YBUAT €€ B KOJISICKe
CHJAIICH PSIOM C TOJICTHIM OapUHOM B CEpOM NUISAIE U C UTMHHBIMU KOCUYKaMM BOJIOC Ha TIIeyax.
JIuio y Hero ObIIO KakK My3bIph — KPacHOE, HAyTOe; HU YCOB, HU OOPOIBI He ObLJIO HA HEM, W BECh
9TOT YeJIOBeK ObLT TIOXOXK Ha TIepeoieTyo KeHIMHY ... Pome ckazaiu, 4To 3T0 ee MyX... Torga B
HEM BCIBIXHYJIM TEMHbIC ¥ TPOTUBOPEUYMBHIC UyBCTBA: EMY 3aXOTEJIOCh OOUIETh apXUTEKTOpa, U B TO
’Ke BpeMsI OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI 3aBHCTh U YBaXeHHEe K HeMy. Me/IbIHCKas TIOKa3ajiach MeHee KPacuBOu
1 OoJiee IOCTYITHOM; eMy CTaJIo XkaJjlb €€, U Bce-TaKK OH 3JI0paJHO Mogymalt: «[IpOTUBHO e, T0JIKHO
OBbITh, KOTJIa OH ee IeiyeT...» M 3a BceM 3TUM OH MOpOoI0 OIIyIIal B cede Kakyo-T0 Oe3[J0HHYIO,
TOMUTEJIBHYIO ITYCTOTY, KOTOPOU He 3allOTHSUIA HU BIIEYATICHUS UCTEKIIIeTO JTHS, HU BOCTIOMUHAHUS
0 JIaBHUX; U OWpXKa, ¥ JieNia, U IyMbl O MeIbIHCKO — BCE TIOTJIONIAIOCh 3TOM IyCTOTOM. .. Ero TpeBo-
JKWJIa OHA: B TEMHOM ITyOUHE ee OH TI0/I03peBal ITpUTaMBIIeeCs CYIIECTBOBAaHUE KAKOW-TO Bpakaeo-
HOH eMy CHJIBI, TIOKa ellie OechOpMEHHOM, HO YK€ OCTOPOXKHO M HACTOMUYMBO CTPEMUBIIIECS BOILIO-
TUTBCS. ..

A mexay Tem WUrHar, Mano u3MeHssiCh TI0 BHEITHOCTH, CTAHOBHJICS BCe Oojiee OeCIIOKOMHBIM,
BOPWIMBBIM U BCE Yallle ’KaJoBaJICS HA HEIOMOTaHbE.

— CoH 51 oTepsiI. .. OBIBAJIO, IPHIXHY — XOTh KOXY C MEHS cAepH, He ycisinny! A Tenepb BOpo-
4aloch, BOPOUAOCh ¢ OOKY Ha OOK, eqBa Mof yTpo 3acHy. .. Ceplle ObeTcs HEPOBHO, TO KaK 3arHaH-
HOE, YacTO TaK — TYK-TYK-TYyK... a TO BIIPYT 3aMpeT, — KaXKCh, BOT CeUac OTOPBETCS Aa M yHajeT
Ky/a-To, B Hefipa cambie. .. [Tomunyit Ms1, 6oke, TI0 BEJIUIe MUJIOCTH TBOEH !..

W, mokastHHO B3/pIXas1, OH MOJHUMAT K HeOy I1a3a, yKe MyTHBIE, yTPATUBIINE KUBOW, YMHBIN
OJIECK.

— Crepexer MeHsI CMEpTh TJie-TO MOOIU30CTH, — TOBOPUJI OH YTPIOMO, HO TIOKOPHO.

W peficTBUTEIHEHO — CKOPO OHA OMPOKHMHYJIA HAa 3eMJTIO €r0 OOJIBIIIOE, MOITHOE TEJIO.

ITO CAYYUIOCHh B aBrycTe, paHHUM yTpoM. Poma KperKo criai ¥ BAPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO €r0
TPSICYT 32 TUIEYO W XPUTLIBIN TOJIOC TYANT HAJl €0 YXOM:

— Bceragaii. ..

OH OTKpBUT IIa3a ¥ YBUJAJI, YTO OTEIl CHIUT Ha CTYJIe Y ero KPoBaTH, OJHO3BYYHO U TIIyXO
MOBTOPSISL:

— BceraBaii, Bcrasaid!..

TonbKo YTO B3OINLIO COJHIIE, U CBET €ro, JieXkaBIuid Ha Oesioi, MOJIOTHAHON pybaxe WUrHara,
elle He YTPaTHl PO30BOM OKPACKHU.

— Pano, — ckazan ®oma, moTaruBaschk.
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— Iocne BpicTIUAIIBCA. . .

JlennBo KyTasich B ozesiyio, Poma Cripocuit:

— Aui Hago uro?

— Ma Bcranb ThI, Opatell MOM, Mmoxaiyicra! — BOCKJIMKHYJ WUrHaT u oOmXeHHO HoOaBUII: —
Crano ObITb, HA/I0, KOTU OYKY. ..

Bemotpesiich B mno otia, Poma yBraal, 4To OHO CEpo, YCTaO.

— Hesnoposurcs tebe? Jloktopa, 4Tto n?

— Hy ero! — maxnyn Urnar pykoi. — Yaid, s1 He MOJIOIEHBKUI. .. U €3 TOro 3HaIO. . .

—Yro?

— a... yx 3Hai0! — TAMHCTBEHHO CKa3aJl CTAPUK U CTPAHHO KaK-TO OIJIsAe] KOMHATY.

doma oneBaics, a OTel| ero, OMYCTHB T'OJIOBY, ME/IJIEHHO TOBOPUJ:

— Hpimath 0010ch. .. Takas y MEeHs MBICIIb, UTO, €CJIH 51 B3IOXHY TeNlepb BCE IPy/Iblo, — CEpALe
JOJDKHO JIONHYTh. .. CerogHs Bockpecenbe! [Tocie paHHei-To 00eTHY 3a ITOTIOM TOIUIH. . .

— Yro THI 370, Manama! — ycmexuyscsi Poma.

— Huuero ... YmbIBaiics 1a uau B caji, — BeJiesl s Tyjla camoBap nojaats... Ha yrpeHHem-Tto
XOJIOJKE U TOMbeM Yalo... O4eHb MHE Yalo XOUeTcsl, IyCTOrO, FTOPSTYero. ..

CrapuK TsKeNo MOAHSIICS CO CTYJA U, HETBEPAO CTynasi 00CHIMUA HOTaMH, COTHYBIIIHCH, YIIIET
u3 KomHaTel. Poma mocMoTpen Bcies OTIy, KOJIOIIME XOJIOf CTpaxa cxani ero cepaue. Hackopo
YMBIBIIIMCh, OH CIEIIHO TOIIeN B Cal.

Tam mop, cTapo, pa3BecucToi SIOJIOHEH, B O0JIBIIIOM TyOOBOM Kpecie cues oter]. CoTHeUHbIN
CBET MaJIaJl CKBO3b BETBU JlepeBa TOHKUMHM JIEHTaMU Ha Oenyio (purypy crapika B HOYHOM Oellbe.
B cagy ObUTO Tak BHYIIMTENIBHO THXO, YTO JIAXe IIEJIeCT BETKH, HEUasHHO 3a/1eTor TuiaTbeM PoMmbl,
TMIOKa3aJICsl eMy T'POMKHUM 3BYKOM, — OH B3[pOTHYJI. .. Ha cTose cTosin camoBap, MypiibIKal, Kak ChITBIH
KOT, ¥ BBIOpAchiBaJI B BO3AYX CTpPYIO Mapa. B TuIMHE W cBeXell 3eJeHu caja, HaKaHyHe OMBITOM
OOMJIBHBIM JIOKJIEM, SIPKOE MSITHO HAXaJIBHO CUSIIONIEH IITyMHOUM MeIM MoKa3ajaoch PomMe HeHYKHBIM,
HE TMOAXOASIIMM KO BPEMEHH, MECTY M UyBCTBY, KOTOPOE POAMJIOCH B HEM IpU BUJie OOIBHOTO, COT-
OEHHOTO CTapuKa, OIETOro B 6eJ10€, OAUMHOKO CUJISIIETO O] KPOBOM TEMHO-3€JIEHOU JIMCTBHI, B KOTO-
PO¥ CKPOMHO MPSATATUCH PyMSIHBIE SIONOKU.

— Caguce, — ckasas Urnar. ..

— IMocnarb ObI 32 IOKTOPOM-TO... — HEPEUIUTETHHO MOCOBETOBAJ ChIH, YCAKUBAsICh MPOTUB
HEro. ..

—He Hano... Ha Bo3gyxe-To otomuio Oyaro... A BOT yaio XJ1eOHy, aBOCh U ellle Jierde Oyzer. .. —
ropopws UrHat, HanmvBast yaid, 1 Poma BUIEN, YTO YaHHK TPSICETCS B pyKe OTIIA.

Morya ogBruHYB K cebe cTakad, Poma HaKJIOHWJICS HaJl HUM U C TSDKECTBIO B CEp/Le CITyIa
IPOMKOE, KOPOTKOE JIbIXaHHe OTIIA. . .

Brpyr 4TO-TO CTYKHYJIO IO CTOJTY Tak IPOMKO, UTO MOCYa 3aJpoxkara.

doma B3ApOrHYII, BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY M BCTPETUJICS C UCIYTaHHBIM, TIOYTH OE3YMHBIM B3IJISAOM
orra. IrHat cMOTpes Ha ChiHA M XPUILIO IIeTTa:

— Sl6moko ymaso. .. moctpenu ero ropoii! Bemb Kak U3 pyxbsi TPOXHYJIO. .. a?

— TeGe KOHBSKY ObI B Yaii-TO. .. — mpeaoxkmt Poma.

— U Tak nagHoO. ..

3amomuanu... Cras ynMkeld MPOHEC/ach HaJ| CaJloM, PAcChillaB B BO3JYyXe 3a/I0pPHO-BECEIbIit
me6eT. Y cHoBa 3pertyio KpacoTy caja OOHSLIO TOPXKECTBEHHOE MOJTUaHME. YiKac BCe ellle He rcue3al
u3 a3 Urxara. ..

— TI'ocnonu NUucyce Xpucre! — Bronrosioca 3aroBopuil oH, UICTOBO KpecTsch. — H-1a. .. BOT oH
Y HACTYIWJI — TIOCJISAHUI-TO Yac KU3HHU. . .

— INonxo, manama! — npormenrtan Poma.

— Yero nonHo?.. BOT nonbeM varo, Thl MOIILIX 32 TOMOM JIa 32 KYMOM. . .

— 4 nyuie ceityac. ..
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— Ceityac k oOeHe yaapsT. .. TIONa HeT... Ja U HEeKyJa TOPOIUTHCS, MOKET, ellle OTOUIET. . .

W oH cran rpoMKo cxJjieObIBaTh Yaii ¢ Omopia. . .

— Hano ObI MHE roJ, [IBa €I1e MTOXUTh. .. MoJIon TH... 04eHb 001och 4 3a Te0a! JKuBu yecTtHO
U TBepHoO. .. UyKoro He xkemnail, cBoe Oeperu Kperko. . .

Emy TpyaHO ObLJIO TOBOPUTH, OH OCTAHOBUJICS U TTOTEP T'PYIIb PYKOH.

— Ha moneii — He Hazelcs. .. MHOTOTO OT HUX He JKIH. .. MBI BCe U1 TOrO JKUBEM, YTOOBI B3SITh,
a He AaThb... O, rocroau! NOMWIyl rpelHuKal

I'ne-To Bpanm rycToil 3ByK KOJIOKOJIA yNiajl B TULIIMHY yTpa. VIrHaT ¢ CbIHOM TpYXk[Ibl IEpeKpe-
CTUJIUCh. ..

3a nepBbIM KPUKOM MeIH Pa3[aJicsi BTOPOM, TPETUI, U CKOPO BO3AYX HAIOTHUIIN 3BYKH OJia-
rOBECTa, JJOHOCUBILIUECS CO BCEX CTOPOH, — IJIABHBIE, MEPHBIE, TPOMKO 30BYIIIHE. . .

— Bor u k oGenHe ynapuiu, — ckazan Wraat, BeaymmBasich B Ty MeU. .. — Thl KOJOKOJA TI0
roJIOCy 3Haellb?

— Her, — orBeuan ®oma.

— Bor aT0T — Ccapimmnib? — 6acoBbIi Takoi, 310 y Hukorsl, [Terpa Mutpuya Baruna sxeptsa. ..
a 3TOT, C XpUIOTOH, 3T0 y [IpackeBsl [1aTHUILIBL. . .

[Notorue BOTHBI 3BOHA KOJieOaIM BO3yX, HACHITIGHHBIN UMM, U Tas/IM B SICHOW CHHEBe Heba.
doma 3a1yMUMBO CMOTPEJ Ha JIUILIO OTLA U BUJIEN, YTO TPEBOra UCcUYe3aeT U3 IJ1a3 €ro, OHU OXKUBJIS-
I0TCHL. . .

Ho Bapyr nuiio crapuka rycto moKpacHeso, riia3a paciupuiich U BRIKATUINACh U3 OPOUT, pOT
YAVBJIEHHO PACKPBUICS, a U3 TOpJia BbIJIETE CTPAHHbIN, IIUIISIIUI 3BYK:

-d... P... axx...

Bcrnien 3a Tem rosoBa Mirnara oTkauHysnach Ha I1J1€40, a €ro Ipy3HOe TeJI0 MEAJIEHHO MOMOJI3JI0 C
KpecJyia Ha 3eMJTI0, TOYHO 3eMJIsl BJIACTHO MOTsIHYJIa ero K cede. Heckonmbko cekyna @oma He qBUrascs
¥ MOJTYaJI, CO CTPAXOM U M3yMJIEHHEM IJIs1/1sl Ha 0TI, HO MOTOM Opocuiics K IrHaTy, pUIoaHsIT ero
TOJIOBY C 3€MJIM M B3IJISIHYJT B JIMIIO eMy. JInio ObUIo TeMHOE, HEeTIOIBUKHOE, M IIUPOKO OTKPHITHIE
71232 Ha HEeM He BBIpakaJlll HMYero: HU OO, HU CTpaxa, HU pagocTd... Poma OrIsHyaCS BOKPYT
ce0si: Kak M paHbllle, B caly HUKOTO He ObLIO, a B BO3/lyXe BCE IJIaBaJ I'YJKUI TOBOP KOJOKOJIOB. ..
Pyku ®omsbl 3a1posxanu, OH BBITYCTUJI U3 HUX TOJIOBY OTLIA, U OHA TYTIO yAApUJIach O 3eMIIO. .. Tem-
Hasl, JIMIKasi KpOBb TOHKOW CTPyel MOJINJIACh U3 OTKPHITOrO pTa MO CUHEN ILEKE. ..

doma ynapuin cedst pyKamu B Tpyaib U, CTOSI Ha KOJIEHSIX MTPe TPYIOM, TUKO M I'POMKO 3aKpH-
yai... W Bech Tpsiccs OT ykaca 1 O€3yMHBIMH TJIa3aMU BCE UCKAJI KOTO-TO B 3€JIEHH Caja. ..
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IV

Cwmepts otia omenomuia Pomy M HAMOJHUJIA €r0 CTPAHHBIM OIIYIIEHUEM: B JyIIly €My BIIU-
Jlach THIIMHA, — TsDKeNas, HeMOIBMKHAS THIIMHA, OE30TBETHO IMOIVIONIABINAS BCE 3BYKU KU3HH.
Bokpyr Hero cyeTuMch 3HaKOMBbIE JIIOJH; SIBJISUTACH, UCYE3aJId, YTO-TO TOBOPUJIU €MY, — OH OTBEUal
UM, HO PEYU MX HEe BbI3bIBAIM B HEM HUKAKMX MPEJCTABJICHUI, OECClIeIHO yTomnasi B Oe3[J0HHOM TITy-
OVHEe MepTBOTro0 MOTYaHMs1, HAMOJIHSABIIEro aymry ero. OH He TUlakall, He TOCKOBAJI U He yMaJl HU O
YeM; YTrpIoMblIid, OJIe/THbIN, HAXMYPUB OPOBH, OH COCPEIOTOUYEHHO BCIIYIIMBAJICS B 3TY TUIIIMHY, KOTO-
pasi BBITECHWIIA M3 HETO BCE UYyBCTBA, OMYCTOIIIIIA €r0 CepAlle M, KaK TUCKaMu, ckajia Mo3r. [loxo-
poHamu pacriopstkaicst Maskud. OH crientHo ¥ 601po 6eras o KoMHaTaM, TBEpIO MOCTYKUBasi Kao-
JIyKaMH Carior, X03sIICTBEHHO MOKPUKKMBA Ha TIPUCITYTY, XJIONaJl KPECTHUKA T10 IJIeUy U yTella ero:

— A ThHI, MapeHs, yero okameHes? Otelr ObUI CTap, BETX IUIOTHIO. .. BceM HaM cMepTh yrotoBaHa,
ee ke He M30erHelllb. . . CTAJIO ObITh, HE CIISYET MPEekK e BpeMEHH MEPTBETh. .. Thl €10 He BOCKPECHIIIb
nevyasibio, U eMy TBOEH CKOpOU He HaJo, MO0 CKa3aHO: «erja aylla OT Tejia MIMaTh HYX/Iel0 BOCXUTH-
THCS CTPAIIIHBIMU arrejibl — BCeX 3a0bIBACT CPOIHUKOB M 3HAEMBIX. ..» — 3HAUUT, BECh ThI I HETO
Tenepb HUYEro He 3HAYMIIb, XOTh ThI I1J1a4b, XOTh CMEHCS. .. A KMBOH O KMBOM MEIIUCh JIOJDKEH. . .
Tl JiydlIie 11a4b — 3TO JEJI0 YEIOBEYECKOe. .. OUeHb 00JIeryaeT ceptie. . .

Ho 1 3T peur HUYero He 3a/IeBajii HU B TOJIOBE, HU B cepitie PoMbl.

OH OuHyJICSl B JIeHb TIOXOPOH OJiaroiapsi HACTOWYMBOCTU KPECTHOTO, BCE BPEMs YCEPOHO U
CBOEOOpa3HO CTapaBIIIErocsi BO3OYAUTH €ro MOABICHHYIO AYIIY.

JleHb moxopoH ObLT 001aueH u xMyp. B Tyue rycroii mbutn 3a rpodom Urnara ['opneeBa uepHoi
Maccoy TeKJia OrpOMHasi TOJIMA HApoJa; CBEPKaJIo 30JI0TO pU3 JyXOBEHCTBA, ITTyXOH IIIyM ee Me/ijIeH-
HOTO JIBUKECHUS CIIMBAJICS C TOPKECTBEHHOM MY3bIKOW XOpa apXUepercKuX rnepunx. Pomy ToNKaIm u
c3a11 ¥ ¢ OOKOB; OH IIIeJI, HUYEro He BUJIsl, KpOME CeJION I'OJIOBBI OTIIA, U 3ayHBIBHOE TEHUE OT/IaBa-
JIOCh B TPYIIH €r0 TOCKJIUBBIM 3XOM. A MasikiH, UJisl PsZIOM C HUM, Ha30MIMBO M HEYCTAHHO IIETTall
eMy B YIIIH:

— I'nsmy, ckonbko Hapony mpet — Teicsiuu!.. Cam ryOepHATOp MpUILEST OTIA TBOETO MPOBO-
IWTh. .. TOPOJCKOM TOJIOBA. .. TIOUTH BCS AyMa... a c3aau Teds — obepauch-ka! — Codbs [laBnoBHa
uper... [Tourun ropon Urnara. ..

ChHavasna ®oma He BCIYIIMBAJICS B IIETIOT KPECTHOTO, HO KOT/Ia TOT CKa3asl eMy 0 MeIbIHCKOM,
OH HEBOJILHO OIISIHYJICS Ha3aj W yBHAAT ryOepHatopa. MajieHbKasi Karesibka 4ero-To MmpusiTHOrO
KaHyJia B AyIIy €ro IMpH BUJIE TOT0 BaXXHOTO YeJIOoBeKa B SPKOM JIGHTe uepe3 U0, B OpJeHaX Ha
TPyad, ¥ IIaraBIIero 3a rpoOOM C IPYCThIO Ha CTPOTOM JIUIIE.

— «BnaxeH myTh, B OHb ke WJICIIN JHECh, JyIIe...» — THXOHbKO HareBasi fkoB TapacoBuu,
TIOBOJIsSI HOCOM, Y CHOBA IIENTaJl B YXO KpecTHUKA: — CeMbIecAT NATh ThICSAY pyOJied — Takas Cymma,
YTO 32 HEe MOXHO CTOJIBKO K€ M IMPOBOXATHIX MOTpeOoBath. .. Cibixas Thl, 40 COHBKA-TO B COPO-
YHMHBI KaK pa3 3aKJIaJKy ycTpauBaet?

doma BHOBb 0OEpHYJICS Ha3a/l, U I71a3a ero BCTPETUIIUCH C TazamMu MenpiHcKo. OT ee acka-
IOIIETo B3MJIsIAa OH IIIYOOKO B3JIOXHYJI, U €My Cpa3y CTaJlo Jierye, TOUHO TOPSYMii JTyd CBETa MPOHUK
B €ro JyIIy ¥ YTO-TO pacTasuio TaM. U TyT ke OH cooOpasui, 4To He 1ogodaeT eMy BepTeTh TOlI0BOM
U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

B niepkBu ymia ®oMbl HAMTUTAIACH TOPKECTBEHHO-MPAYHO# T033UeH JIUTYPruu, U, KOT/Ia pas-
Jajics TpOraTesibHbIN pU3bIB: «[IpunanTe, mocienHee LeNOBaHUE AaAUM», — U3 TPYAU €ro BhIpBa-
JIOCh TaKO€ TPOMKOE BOIOIIIEE PhIJAHUE, YTO TOJIA BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh OT 3TOrO KpUKa CKOpOU.

KpukHyB, OH molmmatHy/cs Ha Horax. KpecTHblii TOTYaC ke MOAXBATUII €ro MO PyKHU M CTal
TOJIKaTh KO Tpo0y, HareBast JOBOJILHO I'POMKO U C KAKUM-TO a3apTOM:

— «lleny-yiiTe ObIBIIIETO BMaJie ¢ Ha-aMu» — 1eyi, @oma, rienyit! — «mpemaercs 60 rpo-ooy,
Ka-aMeHeM TOKPBIBAETCS. .. BO ThMY BCEJISI-aeTCs, C MEPTBBIMH IOrpedaeTcs. . .»
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doma npuKocHyJICs rydamMu Ko JI0y OTIIa U ¢ y’KacoM OTIPSIHYJI OT rpoda.

— Tume! C HOr ObLIO CIIKO. .. — BIIOJNTOI0CA 3aMeTUII eMy MasikuH, ¥ 9TH MPOCTHIE, CTIOKOMHbIE
cyoBa noaaepxkan Pomy TBepKke, YeM pyKa KpecTHOTO.

— «3psma msa Oe3rmacHa W Oe3[bpIXaHHA Tpeyiekala, BoCIulaubTe 000 MHe, Opatus u
Apy3u...» — npocu MrHar ycramu nepkBu. Ho ero chiH yke He IUlakal: yxac BO30yIWIO B HEM
YepHOe, BCIyXIIee JIMIO OTIA, U STOT YKaCc HECKOJIbKO OTPE3BUII €0 JyIly, YIOSHHYIO TOCKJIMBOM
MY3BIKOH IJTa4a LIEPKBU O TPELTHOM ChiHE ee. Ero oOcTynuim 3HakoMble, BHYIIUTEIBHO U JIACKOBO
yTellasi; OH CyIIaJl MX U TIOHUMAJI, YTO BCE OHM €r0 KaJICIOT U OH CTaJI JOPOT BCEM.

A KpecTHbIH 1IENTal B yXO eMy:

— 3ameuaii, Kak OHM K TeOe JTaCTSTCS. .. YYIOT KOTHI CaJlo. ..

11 cnoBa 66U HeNpUATHB Pome, HO ObUIH TOJNIE3HBI €My TeM, UTO 3aCTABJISUTH €r0 TaK M
MHa4Ye BHYTPEHHO OTKJIMKAThCS Ha HUX.

Ha xnagOuine, npyu neHUy BEYHOW MaMsTH, OH CHOBA FOPHKO M IPOMKO 3apbifaj. KpecTHblii
TOTYAC e CXBATWUJI €ro MOJ PYKY U MOBEJ MPOYb OT MOTUJIBL, C CEPILIEM TOBOPS eMY:

— DKoii THI, OpaT, MAJOAYIIHBINA! AT MHE ero He kaiko? Besb s HacToOAIIyIO IIeHy eMy 3Ha,
a THI TOJILKO CBIHOM ObUI. A BOT He Tutauy f... TpuW JecsTKa JIeT C JIMIIKOM MPOXWUIA MbI AyIa B
AYIIY C HUM... CKOJIBKO TOBOPEHO, CKOJIBKO JYMaHO. .. CKOJIbKO ropsi BMecTe BHIUTO!.. Moson Thl —
teOe Ju ropeBath? Bes )KU3Hb TBOSI Briepey, U OyJellb Thl BCSAKOW OpyxOoit dorar. A s ctap... u
BOT €MHOTO JIPyra CXOPOHWJI U CTaJl TeTlepb KaK HUIIUK. .. He HAXKUTh YK MHE TOBapHIIa A1 JyIu!

Tonoc crapuka crpanHo 3aapedeskan u 3ackpures. Ero Jumo nepekocuinock, ryobl pacTsHy-
JMCh B OOJIBIIYIO TPUMACy U JPOXKAJTH, MOPLUIMHBI ChEKWINCh, M TI0 HUIM U3 MaJIEHbKUX IJ1a3 TeKJIH
cJie3bl, MeJKKe 1 yactelie. OH ObUT TaK TPOTATENILHO KAJIOK U HE TIOXO0K caM Ha ce0s, yto Poma ocra-
HOBWJICS, TIPUXKAJ €ro K ce0e ¢ He)KHOCTBIO CUIIBHOTO M TPEBOKHO KPUKHYJI:

— He mnaubte, manama. .. ['omyOouuk! He miausTe. ..

— To-1o BoT! — c1abo mporoBopusl MasikiH M, TSKENIO B3/I0XHYB, BIPYT CHOBA MPEBPATHIICS
B TBEpPJOTO ¥ YMHOTO CTapuUKa. ..

— Tebe pacryckaTh HIOHU HEJb34L. .. — TAMHCTBEHHO 3arOBOPHII OH, CaJIsICh B KOJISICKY PSIZIOM C
KpecTHUKOM. — ThI Tenepb — MOJIKOBOZEI] Ha BOWHE M JIOJKEH CBOMMU COJIJATUKAMU KOMAaHIOBATh
Xpadpo. A colgaTuKu TBOU — pyoIt, U 'y TeOst ux 0o-onbinas apmus. .. Boroid, 3Hai!

doma, yauBIeHHbIA OBICTPOTOH €ro IMpeBpalleHHs], CIyIIal ero CjlIoBa, M MOYeMy-TO OHH
HAIOMHIJIH eMy 00 yapax TeX KOMbEB 3eMJIM, KOTOPBIMU JIIOU Opocasiu B Moruity Mraara, Ha rpo0
ero.

— T'oBopwt 1 TeGe OTel-TO, YTO S CTAPUK YMHBIA M UTO HAJIO CIYIIATh MeHs?..

— l'oBopui.

— Tot u cymaii!.. Exenu MOM yM PUCOBOKYIHTH K TBOEH MOJIOAOH CUJIE — XOPOIITYIO MoOeTy
MOXHO OfiepkaTth... OTell TBOM ObLT KPYITHBIA YEJOBEK. .. a HeJaJIeKO BIepe] CMOTPeNl U He yMel
MeHsI CIymarhbes... VI B )KU3HM OH Opas ycrex He yMoM, a cepatieM Oodpire. .. OX, 4To-To U3 Teds
BBIAZIET. .. Thl mepeeskail Ko MHe, a TO OIHOMY KYTKO OyJeT B IOMe. . .

— Tera Tam. ..

— Ters... oHa XBOpAeT. .. TOXe HeAoJrasi OHa KUJIUIA Ha 3eMJIE. ..

— He roBopure mpo 3710, — THXO NIonpocut Poma.

— A 51 6yny roBoputb. CMepTH Heuero 0osiTbesi Tede, — Thl He cTapyxa Ha neuu! Thl KuBu cebe
0e300s13HEHHO U JIeJ1all TO, K YeMy Ha3HaueH. A 4eJIOBEeK Ha3HaueH IJIsl yCTPOEHUS KI3HU Ha 3eMJle.
YesioBek — Kamural... OH, Kak pyOJib, COCTaBIsETCS U3 OPSHHBIX MEIHBIX Ipolied na Komeek. M3
MIepCTH 3eMHOM, CKa3aHo. .. A 10 Mepe TOro, Kak 0OpalaeTcsi OH B )KM3HHU, BIUTHIBAET B ceOs CasIblie
11a MacIiIie, MOT /1 CJe3bl, — 00pa3yIoTcs B HEM AYIIOHKA M YMHUIIKO. .. M ¢ TOro HaYMHaeT OH pacTH
Y BBEPX U BHU3. .. TO, IJISMIIIb, [IEHA €My TSTaK, TO MATHATITBIHHBIN, TO COTHS pyOsieid. .. a ObIBaeT OH
U BBIIIE BCAKUX I1IeH. .. [1ylieH oH B oOpallieHre 1 JODKEeH 15 )KU3HH TIPOLISHTHI pUHeCTH. ’KU3Hb
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BCEM HaM LIeHy 3HAeT, M paHbllle BpeMEHH OHa XOJy HAIlero He OCTAHOBHT... HUKTO, Opar, cede B
yOBITOK HE JEHCTBYET, €XKeJI OH YMHBIH. .. Thl MeHsI cymaents?

— Caymao. ..

— A 4TO THI NOHUMaEUIb?

— Bee...

— Bperb, yai? — ycomHuiicss MasikuH.

— Ho tonbko — 3auem ymuparp Hafgo? — Thxo cripocuit Poma.

KpecTHblii ¢ coxasieHneM B3IJISTHY/ B JIMLIO €My, TOYMOKaJT T'yOaMH U CKa3al:

— Bot 3TOr0 yMHBII 4eI0BEK HUKOTAA HE CIIPOCUT. YMHBIN YEIOBEK CaM BUIUT, UYTO €KEeJIu
peKa — Tak OHa TeuyeT Ky/la-HUOY/b. .. a KaObl OHA CTOsIIa, TO OBLIO ObI OOJIOTO. . .

— 3ps BBl HACMEXAETECh. .. — YIpioMo ckazan Poma. — Mope Toke BOH HUKYJa HE TeYeT. ..

— OHO Bce peKky MpUHUMAET B ceds. .. ¥ ObIBAIOT B HEM CUJIbHBIE OypH. .. Tak e U KHUTelcKoe
MOpe€ OT JIIOZIEN TUTAETCS] BOTHEHHEM. .. & CMEPTh OOHOBJISIET BOJBI €T0. .. 1a0bl He MPOTyXJK. .. Kak
JHOOW HU MPYT, a UX BCE OOJIbIIIe CTAHOBUTCH. . .

— Yro u3 toro? Oten-To ymep...

— W b1 ympells. ..

— Tak kakoe MHe JeJ10, YTO Jiofel OobIIe MPHOBIBAET? — TOCKIMBO ycMexHyicst Poma.

— D-3xe-xe! — B3gOXHYT Masikud. — I HUKOMY /10 3TOro Aena Her... BOH W miTaHel TBOW,
HABEPHO, TaK K€ PacCyXJaloT: KaKoe HaM JIeJI0 JJO TOTO, YTO Ha CBETe BCSAKOW MATepUM CKOJIBKO
yrogao? Ho Thl UX He ciymaenib — U3HOCHIIIb 1a ¥ OPOCHIIIb. . .

doma yKOPU3HEHHO MIOCMOTPEN Ha KPECTHOTO U, BU/S, YTO CTAPUK YJIBIOAETCS, YAUBUJICS U C
YBaXEHUEM CIIPOCHIT:

— HeyxTo BB, mamnaiia, He 60UTech CMepTH?

— 41, nerouka, nmaye Bcero OOICH MIIYNOCTH, — CO CMUPEHHOM SJOBUTOCTBIO OTBETHI MasikuH. —
41 Tak nonarap: gacT Tede qypak Mey — IUTIOHB; AacT MyJIpel iy — nei! A Tede ckaxy: cnaba, Opart,
Ayllia y epia, KOJIM y Hero MEeTHHKA JbIOOM He CTOMT. ..

Hacmenutuble cioBa crapuka oounenu u o3mwi @omy. OH OTBEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY M CKaz3all:

— He mosxete BbI O3 BHIBEPTOB 0€3 STHX TOBOPUTb. . .

— He mory! — BockyimkHys1 MasikuH, 1 11a3a ero TpeBOKHO 3aurpaiu. — Kaxplii ToBOpUT TeM
caMbIM SI3bIKOM, Kakoil umeet. Cypos s kaxych? Tak, 4ro m?

doma momyal.

— 93X THI... ThI BOT YTO 3HaM — JTIOOUT TOT, KTO YUUT... TBepIo 310 3Haii... Ml Hacuet cMepTu He
aymaii. .. besyMHO KMBOMY UesIOBEKY O CMEepTH JymaTh. « EKKJie3nacT» Jryuiie Bcex 0 Hell oaymad,
MOIyMaJl ¥ CKa3aJl, 4To JJake TICY KHUBOMY JIydllle, YeM MEPTBOMY JIbBY. ..

[Mpuexanu gomoii. Bes ynuia nepen noMom OblTa 3acTaBlieHa SKUMAXKaMH, U U3 PACKPBITHIX
OKOH B BO3/IyX JIWJICSI TPOMKUit roBop. Kak Tospko ®doma siBuiics B 3ajie, ero CXBaTWiIv MO PyKH U
MOTAIIMIY K CTONTY € 3aKyCKaMH, yOexkJasi ero BHITUTh M CheCTh Uero-HuOyab. B 3as1e Obu1o 1rymHo,
Kak Ha 6azape; ObUIO TeCHO M IymiHO. Poma MoIya BHITIII OIHY PIOMKY BOIKH, /IB€, TPH... BOKpyr
HEro 4yaBKaJiM, YMOKaIM rydamu, OyJibKajia BOIKA, BbUIMBaeMas U3 OyTBHUIKU, 3BEHEJH PIOMKH. ..
T'oBOpHITH O OaJTbIKE M OKTABE COJIMCTA B ApXUEPENCKOM XOpe, M CHOBA O OAJIbIKE, M O TOM, YTO TOPO[I-
CKOMH TOJIOBa TOXE XOTeJ CKa3aTh pedb, HO MOCIIe apxuepest He perruicsi, 00sich CKa3aTh Xyke ero.
KT0-TO C ymMUsIeHMEM paccKa3bIBaI:

— INokOWMHMK Tak Jesai: OTPEeXeT JJIOMTUK CEMYIIKH, TIONIEPYUT €ro T'yCTEHbKO, JPYTUM JIOMTH-
KOM MIPUKPOET Aa BCJIe]] 32 PIOMKOU U TIOIILIET.

— Io-ocnemyem ero nmpumepy! — rymesn rycroi oac.

doma, HaXMypHUBIIIKCH, C OOMJOH B CepaIie, CMOTpPEI Ha JKUPHBIE TYObI U YENTIOCTH, KeBaBIIIUE
BKYCHBIE ICTBa, EMY XOTEJIOCh 3aKpHUaTh M BHITHATh BOH BCEX ITHX JIIOZIEH, COMUAHOCTD KOTOPHIX eIle
HeJaBHO BO30YK/1ajia B HEM YBaKEHHE K HHUM.
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— A 1B Oygp MONAcKOBee, MOPAa3TOBOPUMBEE... — BIOJITONOCA CKazal MasikuH, MOSIBIISISICh
OKOJIO HErO.

— Yero oHM KpyT 37ech? B TpakTUp NPUILLIH, YTO JIU? — FPOMKO U CO 3710001 ckazan Poma.

— Y. .. — ucmyranHo 3ameTrT MaskuH 1 ObICTPO OIJISTHYJICS € JII0Oe3HO! YIIBIOKO Ha JIUTIE.

Ho 6b110 o3aH0: ero yiapioka HuYeMy He nomora. CiioBa ®oMbl yelpIXaiu, — IIyM U TOBOP
B 3aJIe CTaJI yMEHBINATLCSI, HEKOTOPBIE U3 TOCTEN KaK-TO TOPOILUIMBO 3aCYETHIIUCh, UHbIE, OOMKEHHO
HAXMYPUBILHUCH, TIOJIOKMIN BIJIKM U HOKHM M OTOIIUTH OT CTOJIA C 3aKyCKaMH, MHOTHE MCKOCa CMOT-
penn Ha Pomy.

OH BcTpevast 3T B3IJISIbI, HE OIyCKas IJ1a3, 3JI0M U MOTYJIMBBIN.

— 3a cron niporry! — kpudan MasikuH, MesibKasi B TOJIIE JIofIel, Kak uckpa B reruie. — [Toxa-
nyirte, caguteck! Ceituac OMHBI JAIOT.

doma nepeaepHyI IJIeYaMu ¥ TOIIEN K ABEPSIM, TPOMKO CKa3aB:

— 4 obenars He Oyny. ..

OH crblan HeMpUsI3HEHHBIN TYJT c3a11 ce0s1 M BKPaJIUMBBIN TOJIOC KPECTHOTO, TOBOPHUBIIIUIA
KOMY-TO:

— C rops, — Bep MIrHat emMy OTIIOM ¥ MaTepbio ObL!..

doma mpuies B call Ha TO MECTO, Tie yMep OTell, U TaM cell. YyBCTBO OIMHOYECTBA U TOCKA
naBuiM eMy rpyab. OH paccTerHys1 BOpoT pyOaliku, YToObl OOJIerYuThb AbIXaHue cede, 0OIOKOTHIICS
Ha CTOJI U, CXKaB TOJIOBY pyKaMH, HETOJABMKHO 3amep. HakparbsiBan MenKkuii 0K MK, JIMCTBA SIOJIOHH
MEJIAaHXOJIMYHO IITyMeJia Mof yAapaMu Karenb. JIoaro cuiaen oH, He MIEBENsCh U IS, KaK Ha CTO
MaJIaloT ¢ A0JOHU Mesikue Karmi. OT BBITUTON BOIKH B TOJIOBE €r0 IIyMeJIo, a cepile cocaia oouaa
Ha monei. Kakue-To HeorpeaeneHHbIe MBICIH 3apOKAATMCh M UCYE3UTH B HEM; TTepe/l HUM MeJTbKaJ
TOJIbIIA Yeper KPEeCTHOTO B BEHUMKE CepeOpsIHBIX BOJIOC, C TEMHBIM JIMIIOM, TIOXOKUM Ha JIMKHU CTa-
PVHHBIX UKOH. DTO JIMIO ¢ 0e33yObIM PTOM U €XMIHOM YJIBIOKOM, BO30ykaas y PoMbI HEMpPHUsA3Hb
U omaceHue, ele 6osee yCUIMBalo B HEM CO3HaHUE OuHOoYecTBa. [I0TOM BCHOMHUIIMCH €My KpOT-
KHe 171a3a MeIbIHCKOM, ee MaJleHbKasi, CTporiHast (pUrypka, a psaoM C Hell oueMy-To BCTajia JOpOA-
Has, BBICOKast U pyMsiHasi JIloOoBb MasikiHa cO CMEIOIIMMUCS I1a3aMH M TOJICTOM 30JI0TUCTO-PYCOM
KOcoil. Bo3ayx ObUT MOJIOH YHBUTBIX 3BYKOB. .. Cepoe HeOO TOYHO IJIaKajo, U Ha IEPEBbSIX IPOKAIIH
XOJIOJHBIE cye3bl. A B ayme Pombl ObLJIO CyX0, TEMHO; KyTKOE YYBCTBO CHPOTCTBA HAIOJTHSLIIO €e. . .
Ho u3 3T0ro 4yBCTBa yKe 3apOkKIaJiCcsi BOIPOC:

«Kak xutpb Oymy?»

JIoX b CMOUMJI €T0 IJIaThe; OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ APOXKb XOJIOAA U YIIENT B JIOM. ..

7Ku3Hb ieprasia ero co BCeX CTOPOH, He J1aBasi eMy COCPEIOTOUMThCS Ha Aymax. B copokoBoii
aeHb 1o cMepTH MrHata oH rmoexan Ha IIEpEeMOHUIO 3aKJIaAKM HOWIEKHOTO JOMa, TIApaHO OAETHINA 1
C TPUATHBIM YyBCTBOM B rpynu. Hakanyne MeablHCKasi M3BECTHIIA €TO TIMCBMOM, YTO OH M30paH B
YJIeHbl KOMUTETA 110 HA/A30pPY 32 MOCTPOUKON U B MOYETHBIE WIEHBI TOro OOIIECTBA, B KOTOPOM OHa
npezceaaTebcTBOBaIa. EMy MOHPaBHIIOCH 9TO, ¥ €70 OYE€Hb BOJIHOBAJIA Ta POJIb, KOTOPYIO OH JIOMKEH
ObLT UTpaTh CEroAHs, Mpu 3akyaaake. OH exan U Jymall O TOM, KaK BCe 3TO Oy/IeT U Kak HyKHO eMy
BecTH cebs1, YTOOBI He CKOH(DY3UThHCS TIepe]l JTIOIbMHU.

— D1, 71! Croii!

OH ornsHyJCA, — ¢ TpOTyapa ObICTpo Oexka K HeMy MasikuH B CIOPTYKe IO TAT, B BHICOKOM
KapTy3e ¥ C OTPOMHBIM 30HTOM B pYKe.

— Hy-ka, nonBesu-ka MeHst! — TOBOPUJI CTapHK, JIOBKO, Kak 00€3bsiHa, IPHITHYB B 9KUMaX. — 4,
MPU3HATBCS CKa3aTh, MOMKUIAN TeOs1, MOTJISAABIBAI; BPeMs, IyMalo, EMy eXaTh. ..

— Bol Tyna? — cnpocun ®oma.

— A xak xe? Haymo mocMoTpeThb, Kak ISHbIM JIpyra MOEro B 3eMJIIO 3apbIBaTh OYIYT.

doma rckoca B3MJIsIHYJ HA HETrO U CMOTJall.

— Yro kocutbca? Hebock, 1 TH TOKE B OJIAroeTeNH K JIIONAM ITOHIEIIb?

— 3T0 Kak, TO ecTb? — caepkaHHO cripocui Poma.

53



M. Topekuii. «Bacca JKemne3HoBa (cOOpHUK )»

— Yuran g cerogHs B razere — B WieHbl TeOs BBIOpaJM MO JOMY-TO Jia elle B OOIeCTBO, B
CodbuHO, B oYeTHHIE. .. Bpener Tede B KapMaH 4IEHCTBO 3T0! — B3AOXHYI MasikuH.

— He pazopioch, yaii?

— He 3Hato 1 3TOr0. .. — CheXUIHIYAI CTAPUK. — 1 HACUET TOro OOJIBIIIE, YTO OUYEHD YK HE MYIPO
3TO camoe ONaroTBOpUTeIbHOE AeNo... Y nake Tak s CKaxy, 4TO HE JeJI0 3TO, a — OTHHU BPEIHbBIC
MyCTSAKH!

— 3T0 JI0ASM-TO IOMOTaTh BpeAHO? — ¢ 3a70poM crpocuit Poma.

— DX, roioBa cajoBasi, TO €CTb — Kamycta! — ckazan Masikul ¢ yabi00oukoi. — Thl BOT yKO
npue3xai-Ka Ko MHe, 51 Tebe HacueT BCEero TOro Iia3a OTKpOI. .. Hajo yuuth Teds! [Ipuenemns?

— Xoporo!

—Hy BoT... A moka 4To ThI Ha 3aKJIa/IKe STOH JIepKUCh TOPI0, CTOW Ha BULY ¥ BcexX. Tebe aToro
HE CKa3aTh, TaK ThHI 32 CIIUHY 32 Yb0-HUOY/Ib CIIPSYEIIbCS. . .

— 3auem MHe NpsATaTbCs? — HEJOBOJILHO cKazasl Poma.

— W1 s roBopio: coBepiieHHO He3adeM. [loToMy JIeHbru JaJeHsl TBOMM OTIIOM, a MoveT Tebe
JOJKEH MOWTH IO HAcTeACTBY. [louer — Te ke JeHBrH. .. C TOYETOM TOPrOBOMY UeJIOBEKY Be3Jle Kpe-
JIWT, BCIOLYy JOPOTa. .. Thl U BBIABHUTANCS BIiepes1, YTOOBI BCAK TeOsI BUIEN U YTO0, €KeJIi C/Ieal Thl
Ha MATaK, — Ha [IEJIKOBHIN Tebe Bo3JaIH. .. A OyIelb MpATaThCs — BHIAAET Hepa3yMue OfIHO.

OnHu npuexany K MecTy, KOr/ia yxe Bce BaXXHbIe JIIOI ObLTM B cOOpe U TOJIA Hapo/a OKpyKaja
TpyIbI Jieca, KUPNUYa U 3eMJIM. ApXuepel, ryoepHaTop, MpeacTaBUTEIM FOPOACKON 3HATH U a/IMU-
HUCTpAIU 00pa30BaJIM BMECTE C MBIIIHO PAa30AETHIMU JaMaMU OOJBIIYIO SIPKYIO TPYIITY U CMOTPEIH
Ha BO3HIO JIByX KAMEHIIIMKOB, TIPUTOTOBJISIBIINX KUPITUIM U U3BECTh. MasKWH C KPECTHUKOM Haripa-
BUJICS K 3TOM TpyIire, HalenToiBas Pome:

— He pobeii... XoTs y HUX Ha OpIoXe-To IIIeJIK, Ja B Oploxe-To — IIeJK.

W nouTtHTeIbHO-BECEIBIM TOJIOCKOM OH MO3I0POBAJICS € TyOEpHATOPOM TIPEsK/Ie apxuepesl.

— IToGporo 310poBbHIIA, Ballle PEBOCXOIUTENLCTBO! BiarocioBuTe, Balie MpeocBsIIEHCTBO!

— A, fxoB TapacoBuu! — 1pyskemoOHO BOCKJIUKHYJ I'yOepHATOp, C yJIBIOKOM CTUCHYB pyKy Masi-
KHMHA ¥ TTOTpsicasi e, B TO BpeMsl Kak CTapUK MPHKJIAABIBAICS K pyke apxuepes. — Kak noxuBaere,
OeccMepTHBIN CTapuioOK ?

— Tlokopwueiie Bac Gnaromapio, Bamie npeBocxonutenbcTBo! Cogbe IlaBnoBHe Huxaiiiiee
nouteHue! — 6pICTPO ToBOpIIT MasikiH, BEPTSCh BOJTYKOM B TOJIIIE JTI0AEH. B MUHYTY OH ycrien mo3io-
pOBaThCs M C TpefceaaTeNieM Cyaa, U ¢ IPOKYPOPOM, U C TOJIIOBOM — CO BCEMH, C KEM CUMTAI HYX-
HBIM TT03/I0POBATHCS NIEPBbIIA; TAKOBBIX, BIPOUEM, OKa3aJI0Ch HEMHOTO. OH LTy THJI, YJIBIOAJICS U Cpasy
3aHsUT CBOEH MaJleHbKOM 0co00i BHIUMaHHe BeeX, a PoMa CTOsIT ¢3a1 ero, OMYCTHB TOJIOBY, UCTION-
700bs1 TIOCMATpUBasi Ha PACHIUTHIX 30JI0TOM, OOJIEYEHHBIX B JIOPOTME MaTEepUU JIIOZIEH, 3aBUI0BAT
OOMKOCTH CTapuKa, poOes U, 9yBCTBYs, 4TO podeeT, — podet ernie OobIIe.

Ho BOT KpecTHBII CXBAaTUII €ro 3a PyKy U MOTSIHYJ K ceoe.

— Bor, Bariie npeBocXoAuTeIbCTBO, KPeCTHUK MoM, Poma, rokorHuKa irHata CbiH € TMHCTBEH-
HBIM.

— A-a! — npobacun rybepHarop. — OdeHb npuATHO... COYYBCTBYIO BallleMy TOpIO, MOJIOION
yesioBek! — noxumasi pyky ®ombl, cKazai OH M MOMOJTYAIT; IOTOM YBEpeHHO 100aBuil: — [lotepsTh
OTIIA... 9TO OYEHb TSIKEJoe HecuacTre!

U, nopokiaB cekyHp! iBe OTBeTa 0T POMBI, OTBEpPHYJICS OT HET0, ONOOPUTETIHEHO rOBOpst Masi-
KUHY:

— 41 B BocTopre ot Bawei peun Buepa B gyme! IIpekpacHo, ymHo, flkoB TapacoBud... oHUM He
MOHUMAIOT UCTUHHBIX HYX/ HACEICHUSI. . .

— W nortom, Bare mpeBOCXOOUTENILCTBO, KANMUTATIMIIKO MaleHbKUNA — 3HAYUT, TOPOJ CBOIO
JEHBTY JIOJIKEH JOOABIIATH. . .

— CogepierHo BepHo! CoBepilieHHO BepHO!
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— Tpe3BocTb, s TOBOPIO, 3TO XOpomo! 1o Aail 6or Beskomy. S cam He TbIo... HO 3a4eM 3TH
YUTATBHU, €XKEJIM OH — HAPOAI-TO STOT — YMTATh Jake U He ymeeT?

I'yGepHaTOp 010OPUTENIBLHO MBIYAJL.

— A BOT, TOBOPIO, BHI JICHEKKM Ha TEXHUUECKOE MPUCTIOCOObTE . .. ExXeru ero B Masibix pazmepax
3aBECTH, TO — JICHeT OJHHUX ITHUX XBaTUT, a B Cllydae MOXHO eie B [lerepOypre monpocuts — Tam
nanyt! Toraa u ropody cBoux A00aBIATH HE HAZIO U JIEeJI0 OyJeT yMHee.

— Nmenno! Ho kak 3akpuyany Ha Bac TMOepasbl-To, a?

— VX Takoe WX JIeJIo, YTOOBl KprUaTh. . .

I'ycroii Kameab cOOOPHOTO MPOTOAUAKOHA BO3BECTHII O Hadasie OOrOCITyKEHHSI.

K ®dome nonomna Codws [aBnoBHa, nmo3gopoBaiachk U TUXO, IPYCTHBIM TOJIOCOM TOBOPUJIA
eMy:

— 4l cMoTpena Ha Ballle JIMIO B IeHb MTOXOPOH, U 'y MEHSI CepLle CRUMAIOCH. .. «boxke MoH, —
JQyMaJa si, — Kak OH JIOJDKEH CTpajaTh!»

A Poma cityman ee ¥ — TOYHO MeJl ITAJL.

— 1 Bam Kprku! OHY MOTPSICIIU MHE AYITY. .. OEIHBIA Bbl, MAJIBYMK MOii!.. S1 MOT'y TOBOpHUTH
BaM TakK, Belb 5 yKe CTapeHbKasl. ..

— Bpi! — Tuxo BocksimkHya1 doma.

— A pa3Be HeT? — clipocuIia OHa, HAMBHO VTSIl B €r0 JIUIIO.

doma mMonmya, OmycTHB rOJIOBY.

— Bbl He BepuTe, UTO s cTapyika?

— 51 Bam Bepio. .. HO TOJIBKO 3TO HeMpasja! — BIoJrosnoca u ropsido ckasan Poma.

— Hemnpaena — uro? Yrto Bb Bepute MHe?

— Her! He 3710... a 10, uTO... {l — BB U3BUHUTE! — HE yMeIO sl TOBOPUTH! — ckazal Poma, Bech
KpacHbIil OT cMymieHus. — HeoOpa3oBaH 1. ..

— DTUM He HaJO0 CMYIIAThCS... — MOKPOBUTEILCTBEHHO roBopwia MepiHcKass. — Bl erme
MOJIOZIbI, @ 0Opa30BaHME JOCTYIHO BceM... Ho ecTh Jmoau, KOTOPhIM OHO HE TOJIBKO He HY)XHO, a
CIIOCOOHO UCTIOPTUTD HX. .. DTO JIIOAU C YACTHIM CEPIIIEM. .. IOBEPUMBBIE, UCKPEHHHUE, KaK JIETH. .. U
BBI U3 9TUX JIIOEN. .. Beab BB Takom, na?

Yro mor otBeTuTh POMa Ha 3TOT Bonpoc? OH UCKPEHHO CKa3al:

— ITokopHo Bac Gnarozpapio!..

W, yBuaaB, 4o ero cioBa BbI3BAIM B Ia3ax MeIbIHCKON Becelblil OJIecK, OUyBCTBOBAI ceOst
CMEIIIHBIM Y TJIYIBIM, TOTYAC K€ O3JIUIICS Ha ceOsl U MOJABIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM 3arOBOPHIL:

— Ja, 51 Tako# — YTO y MeHsI Ha Jiylie, TO ¥ Ha si3bIKe. .. PajbIIMBUTL HE YMEIO. .. CMEIITHO MHE
— CMEIOCh OTKPHITO. .. [Ty !

— Hy, 3auem *e Tak? — yKOPU3HEHHO CKa3aJia KEHIIMHA U, ONPaBJIss TUIAThe, HeYassHHO IOoTJ1a-
JIJIa PYKOUM CBOEH €ro OIyIleHHYIO PyKY, B KOTOPOU OH JiepkKaJl IIAIY, 4To 3acTaBuiio Pomy B3MIs-
HYTb Ha KUCTh CBOEW PYKU M CMYIIIEHHO, PAJIOCTHO YJIBIOHYThCs. — Bbl, KOHEUHO, Oyzete Ha odene? —
crpaimvBaia MeaplHCKas.

- Ha...

— A 3aBTpa Ha 3aceJaHUU y MeHs?

— Henpemenno!

— A MoxeT ObITh, KOTJIa-HUOYIb BB ¥ TaK MTPOCTO. .. B TOCTHU 3aijieTe, aa?

— 41... 6marogapro Bac! [Tpuny!..

— MHe HyXHO 61aroqapuTh Bac 3a 3TO OOCIIaHKe. . .

Onu 3amomyamu. B Bo3ayxe miaBaji OaroroBelHO-TUXUN TOJIOC apXuepes, BbIPA3UTEIBHO
YHUTABIIETO MOJIUTBY, MPOCTEPEB PYKY HaJ MECTOM 3aKJIAAKH JOMA:

— «...Ero xe HU BeTp, HU BOJA, HE MHO UTO TIOBPEIUTU BO3MOXKET: OJIAroBOIM eMy B KOHEI]
MIPUBECTUCS U B HEM KUTH XOTSIIMX OT BCSIKOTO HABETAa COMPOTUBHOTO CBOOOMN. . .»

— Kax coneprkatenbHbl M KpaCUBBI HAIlI MOJIUTBBI, HE TpaB/a Jin? — cripanmBaia MeapiHCKasl.
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— [Ha... — kpatko ckazasn Poma, He IIOHUMAs €€ CJIOB U YyBCTBYs], UTO OIATh KPacHEeT.

— OHHM HaIMM KyTIEYeCKUM MHTepecaM Bceraa OyayT IPOTUBHUKH, — YOSIUTENbHO 1 TPOMKO
mentan MasikuH, cTosi Hegaieko oT PoMBI psoM ¢ TOpOICKUM To1oBoi. — MM uto? VM Obl TOJTBKO
yeM-HHUOY/Ib Mpe]] ra3eTol 3aCiyKUTh OOOpeHNe, a HACTOSIIIEH CyTH OHM TIOCTUYb HE MOTYT. .. OHH
HAroKas3 )KUBYT, a He ISl yCTPOMCTBA XKU3HHU. .. Y HUX BOH OHU, MEPKU-TO: Ta3eTsl fa [lIBenus! [Jok-
TOP-TO BUepa MeHs Bce BpeMst 3tou [IBenueit mmbiHsuT: «Hapognoe, roBoput, oopazoanue B I1Be-
IIUH. .. ¥ BCE TaM Mpoyee Takoe. .. epBbiii copt!» Ho, omHako, — uto takoe IlIBenns? Moxet ObITb,
oHa — I1IBerus-To — oiHa BBIAYMKA. .. I7Is IPUMeEpa MPUBOAUTCS. .. @ HUKAKOTO 00pa30BaHMsI U BCsS-
KHX MIPOYMX Pa3HbIX Pa3HOCTEH, MOXKET, U HeT B Herd. Ml rpo Hee, ripo [IIBerio, TOIBKO MO CruYKam
71a IO TiepyaTkaM 3HaeM. .. M onsaTh e Mbl He /17151 Hee )KMBEM, M OHA HaM 9K3aMeHTa MPOU3BOAUTD
HE MOXET... MbI HaIlly KU3Hb HA CBOIO KOJIOAKY JIOJDKHBI Jienath. Tak im?

A TpOTONMAKOH, 3aKUHYB T'OJIOBY, I'YIe:

— O-ocHOBartesIo 10-0Ma Cero. .. Be-e4Hasl. .. na-aMs-arh!

doma B3aporuy, Ho MasikuH ObLT yKe OKOJIO HETO U, Aeprasi ero 3a pykas, CIIpaIlIiBal:

— O0enarp enemn?

BapxarHas, Teruias pyyka MenbpIHCKOM CHOBa CKOJIb3HYJIa MO pyKe POMBI.

O6en Obu1 111 PoMBI TBITKOM. [1epBhIi pa3 B JKM3HU HAXOASICh CPEIU TAKUX TapPaIHBIX JIIOJIEH,
OH BHJIEJI, YTO OHH M €/ISIT U TOBOPAT — BCE JICNAIOT JIy4Ille €ro, ¥ 1yBCTBOBAJ, YTO OT MeIbIHCKOM,
CHUZEBIIIEH KaK pa3 MPOTUB HETO, ero OT/AeJNsIeT He CTOJ, a BhICOKas ropa. PsajoM ¢ HUM cuaen cek-
perapb TOro oomecTBa, B KOTopoM Poma ObUT BHIOPAH MOYETHBIM YIEHOM, — MOJIOAOU CYIeHCKUI
YMHOBHUK, HOCUBIIMI CTpaHHYIO (pamminio — YxtumeB. Kak Obl 17151 TOro, 4toOsl ero (amuius
Kazajach elle Hesernee, OH TOBOPUJI BBICOKMM, 3BOHKMM TEHOPOM M CaM BECh — MOJTHbIN, MaJICHbKU,
KPYIJIOTUIIBIA U BECEJIBIN TOBOPYH — ObLT OXOK Ha HOBEHbKUI OyOeHUHK.

— Camoe Jsyyiiiee B HaiieMm OOIIECTBE — MaTPOHecca, caMoe JIeJIbHOE, YeM Mbl B HEM 3aHMMa-
eMcsl, — yXaKMBaHUE 32 TIATPOHECCOW, caMoe TPYAHOE — CKa3aTh MaTpoOHecce TaKOW KOMIUIMMEHT,
KOTOPBIM OHa ObLIa OBl JIOBOJIbHA, 2 CAMOE YMHOE — BOCXHIIATLCS MATPOHECCOM MOTIa U 6e3 HaJIeK/I.
Tak 4TO BbI, B CYIIIHOCTH, YIEH HE «OOIIECTBA MOMEYEHHsI 0», a WieH odecTBa TaHTaIoB, COCTOSI-
uwmx npu Coprn MegpIHCKO.

doma ciyman ero G0ATOBHIO, TOCMATPUBAJ Ha IATPOHECCY, 03a00UEHHO PAa3rOBapPHUBABIIIYIO O
YeM-TO C MOJUIIMENCTEPOM, MbIYAT B OTBET CBOEMY COOECETHHKY, IPUTBOPSISACH 3aHATHIM €J0H, U
JKeJtall, YTo0 BCe 3TO CKopee KOHUMIOCh. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0s )KATKUM, TITYTTBIM, CMEIITHBIM 1] BCEX
1 OBbUT YBEpEH, YTO BCE MOICMATPUBAIOT 32 HUM, OCYKJAIOT €ro.

A MasikvH cuzien psiioM ¢ TOPOJICKUM TOJIOBOM, OBICTPO BEpTes BUJIKOM B BO3yXe U BCE UTO-
TO TOBOPUJI €My, Urpasi MOpIIMHAMU. [ 010Ba, ceol U KPaCHOPOXKUI YeJIOBEK C KOPOTKOH IiieeH,
CMOTpeEJ Ha Hero ObIKOM C YIIOPHBIM BHUMAHUEM U IMOPOH YTBEPAUTENILHO CTYKA OOJBIITUM MajIblieM
1o Kpato crona. OXKHMBJIEHHBI TOBOP M CMeX 3aryllaiy OOKyo peub KpecTHoro, 1 Poma He Mor
paccribliaTh HU CIOBa U3 Hee, TeM OoJiee YTO B YIIAX €ro Bce BpeMsl HEYCTAaHHO 3BEHEJl TEHOPOK
CeKpeTapsi:

— CmoTpuTe, BOH BCTaJI TPOTOAMAKOH M 3apSIKAET JIETKHME BO3/IyXOM. .. Ceyac MPOBO3ITIACUT
BeuHylo namath Mruary MarseeBuuy. ..

— Henb3s nu mHe yitu? — Tuxo cripocus Poma.

— Ilouemy xe HeT? DTO BCe MOUMYT. . .

['ynkwii Bo3rIac AMaKoOHa 3arTyIIAI U Kak Obl pa3iaBill IIyM B 3aJie; UMEHUTOE KYIIeUeCTBO C
BOCXMIIIEHHEM YCTaBUJIOCH B OOJIBILION, ITUPOKO PACKPHITHIA POT, M3 KOTOPOTO JIMJIACh TyCTasi OKTaBa,
U, TOJB3YSICh TUM MOMeHTOM, PoMa BCTall M3-3a CTONA M yIIeN U3 3aJa.

Uepe3 MUHYTY OH, CBOOOIHO B3/bIXasi, CHIET B CBOEW KOJSCKE U yMasl O TOM, YTO CpeIu
9TUX rocroj eMy He Mecto. OH Ha3Basl UX NMpo cedst BBUIM3aHHBIMU, UX OJIECK HE HPABUIICS €My, He
HPaBWIUCH JIMIA, YJIBIOKH, CJIOBa, HO CBOOO/IA U JIOBKOCTh MX JBHKEHHI, UX YMEHbE TOBOPUTH 000
BCEM, X KPAaCHBbIE KOCTIOMBI — BCE 9TO BO30YKIAJI0O B HEM CMECh 3aBUCTH U YBaKEHHS K HUM. EMy
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CTaJI0 OOUTHO U TPYCTHO OT CO3HAHMSI, YTO OH HE yMEET TOBOPUTD TaK JIETKO U MHOTO, KaK BCE 3TU
JHOIH, ¥ TYT OH BCIIOMHMII, uTO JIIo0a MasikiuHa yke He pa3 cMesilach HaJl HUIM 32 3TO.

doma He modui 1oub MasikuHa, a Tocjie TOro, Kak OH y3Hausl oT MIrHata o HaMepeHUH KpecT-
HOTO XeHUTh ero Ha JIiOe, Momnomnoii ['opaeeB cran paxe nzderath BCTpeu ¢ Heto. Ho mocie cmeptu
OTIIa OH MOYTH KaX/IbIi JIeHb ObIBaJT Y MasikuHBIX, M Kak-To pa3 Jloba ckazaia emy:

— Cmotpio 51 Ha Tebsl, ¥ 3HaeIllb YTO? — Be/Ib Thl Y)KAaCHO He TIOXOX Ha KYMIIA. . .

— Toxe 1 Tl Ha KYITYMXY MaJIO MIOXO0XA. .. — cKkazaia Poma, MoJo3pUTeNbHO MO AbIBas HA HEe.

OH He MOHMMAJT HA3HAYEHHMSI e CJIOB: OOMIETh OHA XOTeNa MU €T0 MJIM TaK MPOCTO cKazasa?

— CrnaBa 6ory! — oTBeTHJIa OHA €My U YJIBIOHYJIACh TAKOW XOPOILEH, IPyKECKOH YIBIOKOM.

— Yemy paga? — CpOCHJI OH.

— A 9TO MBI HE TTOXO0KH Ha HaITAX OTLIOB.

doma yaMBIEHHO OCMOTPEN Ha HEe U CMOJTYaJl.

— Tsl cKaku UCKPEHHO, — TIOHU3UB T0JI0C, TOBOPHMJIA OHA, — BeIb THl MOETO OTIIA HE JIIOOUIIIb?
He upaBurcs oH Tebe?

—He... oueHs... — MemIeHHO cka3an doma.
— Hy, a 51 ouens He mo0io.
—3a 4r0?

—3a Bce... [loymHee Oyzenib — cam MmoiMelb. .. TBOW oTelr Jrydriie ObL.

— Eme 651! — ropao ckazan ®oma.

[Mocrne aToro pasroBopa Mek/ly HUMH IOYTH Cpa3zy 00pa30oBajioCh BeYeHUE OPYr K APYTy, U,
JeHb OTO JHS BCE pa3BUBASICh, OHO BCKOPE MPUHSIIO XapaKTep IpyxKObl, XOTS U CTPAHHOW HECKOJIBKO.

Jlio6a OblTa OAHUX JIET CO CBOMM KPECTOBBIM OpaToM, HO OTHOCHJIACh K HEMY, Kak CTapliasi
K MasibuuKy. OHa roBOpujia CHUCXOIUTEIBHO, YacTO MOJIIYyYMBasa HaJl HUM, B pevyax ee TO U JeJio
MeJTbKaJi He3HakoMble Pome clioBa, KOTOpbIe OHA IIPOM3HOCKIIA KAK-TO OCOOEHHO BECKO, C BUIMMBIM
ynoBonbcTBreM. OHa 0cOOEHHO JII0OMIa TOBOPUTH O CBoeM Opate Tapace, KOTOPOro OHa HUKOTa He
BU/IaJIa, HO O KOTOPOM PaccKasblBajia YTO-TO TaKOe, YTO JeJ1ajio ero MoxokuM Ha XpaOpsix U Onmaro-
POIHBIX pa3OOMHUKOB TeTyIKu AHpuchl. YacTo, Kalysich Ha CBOETO OTIa, OHa roBopuiia Pome:

— Bort u ThI Tako# xe Oyaenib — Komen!

Bce 310 OBUIO HEMPHUATHO IOHOIIE W OYEHb 3afIeBasio ero camoiodue. Ho mopoit oHa Obuta
npsiMa, MPOCTa, KaK-TO OCOOSHHO JPYKECKH JIACKOBA K HEMY; TOI/Ia Y HETO PACKPHIBAJIOCH MTPEJ1 HElo
cepare 1 00a OHY TIOJOJITY U3JIarayiv Ipyr Mpej APYroM CBOM AyMbl U UyBCTBA.

Oba roBoprsI MHOTO, UICKpEHHO — HO PoMe Kazanock, 4To Bee, 0 yeM roBoput Jlioda, dyxio
€My U He HY)KHO €i1; B TO e BPeMsI OH SICHO BUJIEJI, UTO €r0 HEyMeJIble pe4yd HUMaJIo He UHTEPECYIOT
ee 1 OHa He yMeeT NOHSATH UX. CKOJIBKO Obl BpeMEHH OHH HU ITPOBEJIH 32 TaKOW Oece/lon — OHa JaBaja
MM OJIHO JIMIIIb OUTYIIIEHHE HEeAOBOJIbCTBA APYr apyroM. Kak Oynro HeBuanMMas CTeHa HElOyMeHUsI
BJpYT BblpacTajyia MpejJ HUMU U pazbeauHsaa ux. OHU He pelaguch JOTPOHYTHCS 10 ITOU CTEHBI,
cKazarh JIpyT JIPyry O TOM, YTO OHHM YyBCTBYIOT €€, U MPOJOJIKAIM CBOM Oece/ibl, CMyTHO CO3HaBasl,
YTO B KaXKJOM U3 HUX €CTb YTO-TO, UYTO MOXKET COMM3UTh U OObEAMHUTD UX.

[TpuexaB B mom kpectHoro, @oma 3actan JlioOy omHy. OHa BBINILIA HABCTPEUy €My, U OBbLIO
BUJIHO, YTO OHA HE3[I0POBA MJIM PACCTPOEHA: TJIa3a y Hee JIMXOPaJOvHO OIecTesn U ObUIN OKPYKEHBI
YEpHBIMU MSITHAMH. 350K0 KyTasCh B IIXOBBIM TUIATOK, OHA, YJIBIOASICh, CKa3aa:

— Bor xoporo, uto npuexain! A To g OfiHa CHKY... CKyYHO, WITH HUKYJa He Xxouercs... Yai
Oyienib ITh?

— Byny... Thl 4TO 3TO Kakasi, HE3JOPOBUTCS, UTO Ji?

— Vou B cTONOBYIO, a 5 CKaxy, 4YT00 caMoBap Jaju. .. — IPOrOBOpPUJIa OHA, HE OTBEYasi Ha €ro
BOIPOC.

OH npo1wies B OHY U3 MaJIeHbKUX KOMHAT JJOMa C IByMsl OKHaM4 B nanucaaHuk. Cpeau Hee
CTOSLJT OBAJILHBIN CTOJI, €r0 OKPYKaJIM CTAPUHHBIE CTYJIbsI, OOMTHIE KOXel, B OHOM ITPOCTEHKE BUCEIN
Yachl B JUTMHHOM SIIIIUKE CO CTEKJISIHHOM JIBEPbIO, B YIIIy CTOsIJIa TOPKA C CEpedpOM.
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— Tl c 06ema? — cnpocuna Jloda, BXoas.

doma MoT4a KMBHYJ IOJIOBOIA.

— Hy 4ro, mapagHo?

— bena! — ycmexnyncsa ®@oma. — S TOYHO Ha yronbsx cuzen... Bce — Kak maB/IvHBL, a 51 — Kak
ChIY. ..

JlioGa, paccraBiisisi MOCyy, HAIYErO He OTBETHUJIA EMY.

— Tl yero B camoM fieste cKyuHasi Kakasi? — cHoBa cripocuii Poma, B3IJISTHYB Ha €€ XMy pPOe JIHIIO.

Omna oOepHyJ1ach K HEMY U C BOCTOPIOM, C TOCKOH CKa3asa:

— Ax, ®oma! Kakyio s kaury npountana! Eciu 6 Thl MOT 9TO MOHUMATB !

— BupaHo, Xopoiia KHHTa, KOJIM 3TaK MepeBepHyJIo Teds. .. — yeMexHyscst Poma.

— 4 He cnana... BCcio HOYb yMTana. .. Thl HOMMHU: YUTACIIH — M TOYHO Tpe]] TOOOM ABEpU pac-
KpBIBAIOTCS B KaKoe-To JIpyroe 1apcrso... U moau apyrue, u peun, u... Bcé! Bes Ku3He. ..

— He o060 51 9T0T0. .. — HeIOBOMIBHO cKazan Poma. — Beytymkn, ooman. Tearp Toxke BOT...
Kymipl BeICTaBI€HBI /11 HACMEIIIKHU. .. pa3Be OHM B caMoM Jieie Takue riymble? Kak xe! Bo3smu-
Ka KPECTHOTO. ..

— Tearp — 310 Ta *e MmKona, Poma, — MoyuuTeNbHO ckazasa Jlioda. — Kynipl Takue ObuTH. . .
U xakoif MOkeT ObITh B KHUTaX OOMaH?

— Kak B ckazkax... He Hacrosiee Bce...

— Ommbaenibest! Tol Beb HE YUTAT KHUT, — KaK e MOXelIb CyIUTh? VIMEHHO OHU-TO U €CTh
Hacrosiee. OHM ydaT KUTb.

— Hy! — maxnyn pykoit @oma. — Bpock. .. HUKakoro Tojky He OyaeT oT KHUr TBoux!.. Bon orel-
TO y TeOsl KHUT HE YUTAET, a... JJOBOK oH! CMOTpeI s Ha HEroO CEerofiHs — 3aBUIHO cTaso. Tak 9T0 OH
CO BCeMHU 00OpaIaercs... CBOOOJHO, YMEIOUH, IJIsi BCAKOTO UMeeT cloBo... Cpa3y BUHO, YTO YEro
OH 3aX0YeT, TOro U JOObETCA.

— Yero on nobuBaercs? — BockMKHYa Jlio6a. — [leHer TobKO. .. A eCTb JIOOH, KOTOPhIE XOTAT
CUacThsl JJIsl BCEX Ha 3eMJIe... W JJIsI 3TOro, He mas ceOs, padoTaioT, crpamanT, ruoHyT! Pa3se
MO’HO OTIIa PaBHSATb C HUMU? !

— He pasnsii!.. M, ctano ObITh, OHO HPABUTCS, 2 KPECTHOMY JPYToOe. ..

— WM Huyero He HpaBuTCs!

— 310 Kak xe?

— OHH XOTAT BCE U3MEHUTb. . .

— Tak Begp yero-HUOYAb pagy OHM CTapaloTcsi? — pe3oHHO Bo3pasmwi Poma. — Yero-Hudyapb
XOTST?

— Cuactbs 11 Bcex! — ropsiao Bckpudana Jlooa.

— Hy, s 3TOr0 He MOHUMAIO. .. — Kavasi rojoBoi, ckazan Poma. — KTo 310 Tam 0 MoeM cyacthe
3abotutcs? U onsATh ke, Kakoe OHU CYACThe MHE YCTPOUTh MOTYT, €XKeJIH 51 caM ellle He 3Hal0, Yero
MHe Hajgo? Her, Thl BOT 4TO, THI OBl HA 9THX MOCMOTpENA. .. Ha TeX, YTO BOT 0OEAAIH. . .

— D710 He monu! — Kareropuueck o0bssBrIa Jlioda.

— Jla y s TaM He 3Hal0, KTO OHH TIO-TBOEMY, HO TOJIBKO BU/IHO Cpa3y — MECTO CBOE OHH 3HAIOT.
JloBKkuMii HApOA. .. pa3BA3HBIN. ..

— 39x, ®oma! — oropueHHo BockymkHY/Ia JIlo6a. — Hudero Thl He moHnMaenis! Huuto 1eds He
BosiHYyeT! JIEHUBBIN ThI KAKOW-TO. ..

— Hy, noexaua! Ilpocro s eiie He ocMoTpercs. . .

— IIpocto T — mycToi, — 0ObsiBIIA JlI00a pemmTesIbHO U TBEPHO.

— B ayme moeit Tl He OblIa. .. — BO3pas3mil CIOKOMHO Poma. — [lyM MOUX Thl HE 3Haellb. . .

— O 4gem Tebe nymars? — ckazana Jloba, moxxumas rjiedamu.

— 3ko! Onun g? D10 pas... Kurtk MHe Hamo? 1o ABa. B TenepemHem Moem oOpasze coBceM
HEJIb3$1 )KUTb — 51 9TO pa3Be He MoHnMaio ? Ha cmex mmosM st He Xouy ... S1 BOH Jaske TOBOPUTD HE YMEI0
c moapMu. .. Ila 1 ymath s He yMel. . . — 3aKimoun1 Poma cBOI0 peub U CMYIIEHHO YCMEXHYJICS.
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— YuTaTh HY’)KHO, YUUThCS HY’KHO, — yOeuTenbHO coBeToBasa Jlioba, pacxaxkupas o KOMHaTe.

— B mymie y MeHsl 4TO-TO IIeBenuTcs, — mpofo/ikan doma, He TSI Ha Hee W TOBOPS Kak Obl
cebe caMoMy, — HO TIOHSITh Sl 9TOrO He MOry. By BOT $1, YTO KPECTHBII TOBOPHT. .. AEJIO BCE... U
yMHO... Ho He npuBiiekaer meHsd. .. Te moau Kyna MHTepeCHee JJIsk MEHS.

— D10 apuctokparusi-to? — cpocuia Jlooda.

- Ha...

— Tam TeGe u MecTo! — ¢ Mpe3puTeNTbHOM YIBIOKOM ckazasia JIloOoBb. — X Thi! Pa3Be oHM Jiioau?
Pa3Be y Hux ectpb aymm?

— Ilouemy TbI 3Haemb ux? Benp He3HaKoMa. . .

— A xauru?

lopHuyHasi BHeca camoBap, M pasroBop mnpeppajics. Jlioba mMormua 3aBapuBaia vail, Poma
CMOTpeJt Ha Hee u gymait o Menpiackoi. C Heid Obl TIOTOBOPHTS !

— a-a, — 3aJyMYMBO 3aroBOpuJIa JIEBYIIKA, — C KQKIbIM JTHEM 51 BCe OOJIbIle yOeKIal0Ch, UTO
KHUTb — TPYAHO. .. UTO MHe sienaTh? 3amyx uaT? 3a Koro? 3a KymuuIiKy, KOTOpbIi OyAeT BCIO KU3Hb
monei rpabuTh, MUTh, B KapThl urpath? He xouy! 1 xouy ObITh TMYHOCTBIO. .. Sl — TMYHOCTD, TIOTOMY
YTO y’e MOHMMAI0, KaK CKBEPHO yCTpOoeHa k13Hb. Yunthces? Pa3se oren mycrut... bexars? He xBa-
TaeT XxpadpocTu... YTo ke MHe jenaTh?

OHa cxaja pyKy ¥ MOHMKJIA TOJIOBOM HAaJ| CTOJIOM.

— Ecnu Obl THI 3HaJ1, KaK IPOTUBHO Bee. .. Hu iy sxuBoit BOKpyT... C To# Mopkl, Kak ymepa
MarTb, — OTell BceX pa3orHail. VHble yexanu yuutbces. .. Jluna yexana. Ona nuier: «Yutaid!» Ax, g
YUTAI0! — C OTUASIHUEM B I'0JIOCE BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA U, IOMOJIYaB CEKYH/1y, TOCKJIMBO ITpojosikaa: — B
KHMKKaX HET TOTO, YTO HYKHO CEp/ALLY ... U 51 HE IOHMMAl0 MHOTOro B HUX... HakoHel, MHE CKy4HO. ..
CKYYHO MHE YMTaTh BCerjaa OgHOM, oiHoi! Sl roBOpUThH XOUy C YeJIOBEKOM, a uejioBeka HeT! Mue
TOIIHO. .. KUBEILIb O/IUH Pa3, ¥ YKe 10opa KUTb... a YeJoBeKa Bce HeT... Het! s yero xuth? Beap
s B TIOpbME KUBY !

doma ciymman ee peub, MPUCTAIBHO PACCMATPUBAsI MAJIBIIBI CBOM, YyBCTBOBAJ OOJIBIIIOE TOpE
B €€ CJIOBax, HO He noHuMail ee. M, korna oHa 3amoiryaia, oAaBjieHHas U NevajbHasi, OH He Halllell
YTO CKa3aTh i, KpOMe CJIOB, OJIM3KUX K YIPEKY:

— Bort ThI caMa roBopHIIb, YTO KHIKKM HAYETO HE CTOAT AJIsl TeOsl, @ MEHS YUHIIIb: YUTaii!..

Oma B3IIsIHYJIA B JIMIIO €My, M B €€ IJ1a3aX BCIIBIXHYJIA 37100a.

— O, kax Obl 51 X0TeNa, 4T00 B TeOE MPOCHYIIUCH BCE ITU MYKH, KOTOPBHIMH 51 XKHUBY. .. UTOO U THI,
KakK $I, He CIaJl HoueH oT IyM, 4To0 1 Tede BCe OMPOTUBENIO. .. U caM Thl ceOe onpoTtusel! HeHaBrky
s BCEX Bac... HEHaBUXKY!

Ona, Bcs KpacHasl, Tak THEBHO CMOTpeJla Ha HEr0 ¥ TOBOPUJIA Tak 3710, YTO OH, YIUBJICHHBIH,
naxe He obuzesncs Ha Hee. Hukora eie oHa He roBOpUJIa C HUM Tak.

— Yto 31O THI? — CITPOCHJI OH €e.

— W 1e6s1 s1 HeHaBuKy! ThI. .. 9TO THI? MEpPTBBIi, ITYCTOMH. .. KaK ThI Oy/Ielb KUTh? YTO THI Aalllb
JOAM? — BIOJITOJIOCA U KAaK-TO 3JI0PaJHO TOBOPHUJIA OHA.

— Huuero ve nam, myckail camu JOOMBAOTCS. .. — oTBeTU PoMa, 3Hast, YTO ITUMU CIIOBAMHU
OH e1ie OOJIbIIIe PacCcepauT ee.

Cuna ee yrpeKkoB HEBOJIBHO 3acTaBiisiia PoMy BHUMATEIBHO CIIyLIATh €€ 371ble PeUu; OH YyB-
CTBOBAJI B HUX cMBICT. OH JJake IOIBUHYJICA Oike K Hel, HO, HEroAyloIasi U THeBHasl, OHa OTBEp-
HYJIaCch OT HETO U 3aMoiTJaia.

Ha ynuiie eme ObUTO CBETIIO, M HA BETBAX JIMI MPe]] OKHAMH JIeKasl OTOJIECK 3aKara, HO KOM-
Hara y’e HaloJIHWIach cyMmpakoM. OTpOMHBIN MasiTHUK Ka/1ylo CEKYH/Y BBIIVIS/IBIBAII U3-3a CTEKJIa
(ymisipa 4acoB u, TYCKJIO OJIECHYB, C IITyXUM, YCTaJIBIM 3BYKOM IIPSITAJICS TO BIIPAaBO, TO BJeBO. JIioOa
BCTaJIa ¥ 32KIJIa JIAMITy, BUCEBIIYIO HaJl CTOJIOM. JIMIIO AeBYIIKY ObLIO OJIETHO U CYPOBO.

— HakuHynach Tel Ha MeHs, — cliepkaHHO 3aroBopui Poma, — yero paau? HenmoHsTtHo. ..

— He xouy s ¢ T060ii roBoputh! — cepauro orBetmia Jlooda.
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— Jeno tBoe... Ho Bce-Taku. .. 4yeM xke s IpOBUHUJICS?

— Iloitmu, gymHO MHe! TecHo MHe. .. Benp passe 310 ku3Hb? Pa3se Tak xuByT? Kro a7 I1pu-
KMBAJIKA Y OTLA. .. JepXKaT MeHs JJIs XO35UCTBA. .. OTOM 3aMyXk! ONsATh XO34HCTBO. . .

— A g 1yt ipu yem? — cnpocua Poma.

— ThI — He Jry411e Jpyrux...

— U 3a o BuHOBAT mpes T000i?

— ThI nOMKeH Kenarb ObITh JyYIIe. . .

— Jla pa3Be 51 3TOrO He *emaw?! — BOCKIMKHYI Poma.

JleByIIka XoTesna 4To-TO CKa3aTh €My, HO B 9TO BpeMs Iie-To 3aapeGe3kan 3BOHOK, M OHa,
OTKMHYBIIMCh Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa, BIIOJITOJIOCA CKa3aa:

- Orer. ..

— Hy, xoTh 1 omox/1an Obl OH, TaKk He Ooropymi, — ckazan ®oma. — Xorenoch MHe erne TeOs
MOCITYIIATh. .. OOJBHO YK JIIOOOIBITHO. . .

— A! letumku Mo, cu3bl ronyou! — BockmkHyi SIkoB TapacoBud, sSBsIsCh B ABEpsiX. — Yaek
neere? Hanen-ka mue, Jliooasa!

Cnazgko ymbibasich ¥ TIOTUpasi pyKu, OH cel psiaoM ¢ Pomoii 1, UTpUBO TOJIKHYB €ro B OOK,
CITPOCHII:

— O yem GomblIIIe BOPKOBAIN?

— Tak, o mycrsikax pa3HbIX, — oTBeTHIIA Jl00a.

— Ma pa3Be 51 Te0s cripanmBai? — UICKPUBUB JIMIO, CKa3al ei otell. — Thl cebe chau, momMaJi-
KWBail y cBoero 0adwero jiena. . .

— IIpo obex pacckasbiBan 1 eit, — nepedus Poma peub KPeCcTHOTO.

— Ara! Ta-ak... Hy, u s1 6yny roBopuTb 1ipo ooex. .. Ha0monan st 3a To6o# 1aBeya. .. Hepa3yMHO
THI JepKuIIb ceOsi!

— To ectpb kak? — cripocust Poma, HETOBOIBHO XMYPsI OPOBH.

—To ecTb Tak-TaKu MPOCTO HEPA3YMHO, [1a U Bce TYT. ['oBOpUT, Hanpumep, ¢ ToO0I0 rydepHaTop,
a THl MOJTYHIII. . .

— UYro xe 51 eMy ckaxy? OH roBOpUT, UTO MOTEPATH OTLA — HECUACTBE. .. HY, S 3HaI0 3T0!.. A
YTO K€ €My CKa3arh?

— «Tak kak OHO MHe OT rocrnoja MocjiaHo, TO $, Ballle MPEBOCXOJUTENLCTBO, HE poniy...» Tak
Obl CKa3aJl WM 4TO JApPyroe B 3ToM ayxe... ['yOepHaTopsl, OpaTel] Tl MOW, CMUPEHHE B YeJIOBEKe
TOOSAT.

— Yro ke MHE — OBILIOW Ha Hero IsAeTh? — yeMexHyJscs doma.

— OBLIOY THI IJISIJIEJT, — TOTO HE HAJIO. .. A HAJI0 HU OBLIO, HU BOJIKOM, & TaK — 3TaK — pa3blrpaThb
npes HUM: «Bpl HaIlIM manarm, Mel Balliv AETUIIKH. . .» — OH ceiiuac ¥ OOMSIKHET.

— 310 3aueM xke?

— A Ha Bcsiku# ciydaii. .. ['ydepHaTtop — oH, Opar, Bceraa Kyaa-HUOyIb TOIUTCS.

— Yemy BHI €ro yuuTe, nanaima!l — THXO 1 Herogyloie ckaszaia Jliooda.

— A yemy?

— JlakeiHUYaTh. ..

— Bpewn, yuenas aypa! Ilonutuke 51 ydy, a He 1akelCTBY, OJIUTHKE KU3HU. .. Thl BOT 4TO —
THI yaasuck! OTBIIM OT 371a. .. U COTBOPH HaMm 3aKkycky. C 6orom!

Jlio6a GpIcTpo BCTana U, OPOCUB MOJIOTEHIIE U3 PYK HA CIIMHKY CTyna, yiuia... OTel, colnypus
71a3a, JOCMOTpeJI el Beiesl, modapadaHmIT MaIblaMU TI0 CTOMY M 3arOBOPUIL:

— Byny s 1e6s, ®oma, yuuts. CaMylo HACTOSIIYI0, BEPHYIO HayKy (hrstocodpuio mpernoaam s
TeOe. .. ¥ eXeJU Thl ee TIoNMeITh — Oy/Ielb KUTh 0e3 OIMOOK.

doma B3MIsAHYI, KaK IBUTAIOTCS] MOPIIMHBI Ha JIOY CTapUKa, M OHU MY TTOKa3aJIUCh TOXOKUMHU
Ha CTPOYKH CJIABSHCKOW TeYaTH.
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— IIpexne Bcero, @oma, yx €KeH Thl KUBEIIb HA CEH 3emJie, TO 00s13aH Ha/I0 BCEM MTPOUCXO-
JSAIIMM BOKPYT TeOs {yMath. 3adeM? A 1a0bl OT Hepa3yMusl TBOETO He TIOTepIieTh TeOe U He MOT Thl
MOBPEIUTD JIIOJSAM MO IIYNOCTU TBOEeH. Tenepp: y KakI0oro 4esoBeyeckoro jena jsa juna, Poma.
OpnHo Ha Buly Y BCeX — 3TO (paJIbILIMBOE, IPyroe CIpSTaHO — OHO-TO U €CThb HacTosiiee. Ero u Hy:kHO
yYMETb HaWTH, Ja0bl IIOHSTH CMBICI AeNa. .. BOT, K mpumepy, 1oMa HOUJIekKHbIe, TPYIOTI0OUBBIE, Oora-
AebHU U Ipoure Takue yupexaeHus. Coodpasu — Ha 4YTO OHU?

— Yero xe cooOpaxarb? — ckydHo ckazas ®oma. — MI3BecTHO BceM, s Yero. .. Jis Oe/IHbIX,
HEMOIITHBIX.

— DX, Opar! MHorma Bcem ObIBaeT U3BECTHO, UTO TAKOW-TO YEJIOBEK MOIIEHHHWK W TIOIJIell, a
BCE-TaKkM Bce ero 30ByT ViBanoM miib [leTpom 1 BemyaloT 1o OaTIoIKe, a He 0 MaTYIIKeE. . .

— 370 BB K 4eMy?

— A Bce Kk zieny... Tak BOT, TOBOPHIIIb Thl, YTO JOMA TH ISl OSTHBIX, HUIIUX, CTAIO ObITh, —
BO WCIIOJTHEHME X PUCTOBOM 3amnoBeu. .. JlanHo! A kTo ecth HUIIMI? Huiumit ecTh 4enoBek, BbIHY K-
JEHHBIN CynpOON HATIOMHUHATh HaM O XpHCTe, OH OpaT XpUCTOB, OH KOJIOKOJ TOCIIO/IEHb W 3BOHUT
B JKM3HHU JJIs1 TOTO, YT00 OYOUTh COBECTh HAIIly, TPEBOXHUTb CHITOCTb IUIOTH YelIoBeYecKou... OH
CTOWUT TIOJl OKHOM U TIOeT: «XpHuCTa pa-aau!» — 1 TeM MeHueM HAIlIOMHHAET HaM O XPHUCTe, O CBATOM
ero 3aBeTe MoMorarh OmkHeMy... Ho moam Tak sKU3Hb CBOIO YCTPOMJIH, YTO MO XPUCTOBY YUCHUIO
COBCEM MM HEBO3MOKHO IIOCTYMaTh, U cTaj Aj1s Hac Mucyc Xpucroc coBcem uiHuid. He equHox b,
a, MOET, CTO THICSIY pa3 OTIABAJIM Mbl €r0 Ha MPOISTHE, HO BCE HE MOXKEM M3THATh €r0 U3 KU3HH,
3aHe OpaTvs ero HUINAs MOeT Ha YJIUIAX UMs €ro U HAIOMUHAET HaM O HeM... M BOT HblHE Mpuy-
MaJTF MBI: 3alepeTh HUIIKX B JIOMa TaKUe OCOObIE U UTOO HE XOWJIM OHU IO YIUIaM, He OyIrTh Obl
Halllell COBECTH.

— Jlo-0BKO! — n3ymiieHHo mnpoientai Poma, Bo Bce IMia3a sl Ha KPECTHOTO.

— Ara! — BOCKJIMKHYJT MasikiH, Y IJ1a3KU €ro CBepKaIM TOPKECTBOM.

— Kak xe 3710 oTen-to He goragancs? — 6eciokoiHo cripocun Poma.

— Tot moroau! Tel eme mocymai ganbine-To — Xyxe Oyaet! [Ipuaymanu mbl 3anuparh UX B
J0Ma pas3Hble 1, 4YT00 He JOporo ObUIO COoAepXkaTh UX TaM, padoTaTh 3aCTABUJIM MX, CTAPEHBKUX 1
YBEYHBIX... Ml MUJIOCTBIHIO MO/1aBaTh HE HYXKHO TeTepb, U, YOPABIIH C YJIHII OTPETbIIIeN pa3HbIX, He
BUJIUM MBI JIIOTOU UX CKOPOM U OEIHOCTH, a MOTOMY MOXEM AyMaTb, YTO BCE JIIOIU HA 3€MJIE ChITHI,
0OyThl, OfeTH... BOT OHM K 4YeMy, JloMa 3T pa3Hble, JJIsi CKPBITUS MIPABAbl OHMU... IJIs U3THAHUS
Xpucra u3 ku3HU Hawen! fFcHo m?

— Ha-a! — ckazan doma, OTyMaHEeHHBIN JIOBKON pPeyblo CTapUKa.

— U emmie He Bce TYT. .. ellie He 10 JHA JTy’a BbluepriaHa! — BOCKJIMKHYI MasikiH, OyIleBJIeHHO
B3MaxuBasi pyKOH B BO3[yXeE.

MopIyHBI Ha JIMIE €ro Wrpajiv; JAJWHHBIA, XUIIHBIA HOC B3AparvBajl, M rojioc apedes3kal
HOTaMM KaKOro-TO a3apTa U yMUJIEHUSI.

— Teneppb norsAUM Ha 3TO JeJ10 ¢ Apyroro 6oka. Kto 6osbliie Bcex B MOIb3y OEAHBIX KEPTBYET
Ha BCE 9TH JIOMa, MPUIOTHI, OoranensHn? KepTBylOoT OoraThie JTIOOH, KyIIeuecTBO Hallle. .. XOpOIIo-
c! A KTO XM3HbIO KOMaHIyeT U ycTparBaeT ee? [|BopsiHe, YNHOBHUKY M BCSIKUE Ipyrue — He Halllu
mony. .. OT HUX Y 3aKOHBI, ¥ TA3€Thl, U HAYKH — BCE OT HUX. PaHbIlie OHM ObLIM MOMEIMKAMU, TeTieph
3eMJIsl M3-TI0J] HUX BBIIEPHYTA, — OHU Ha CIYXOy MOIUIA... A KTO, MO HBIHEIIHUM JIHSIM, CaMble
cuibHble Jiioau? Kyrmen B rocygapcrse nepsas cuiia, IOTOMY YTO C HUM — MUWJLIHOHBI! Tak ymn?

— Tak! — cornacuncs ®oma, xkenast CKoOpee ycibllaTh TO HEAOTOBOPEHHOE, YTO CBEPKAJIO yikKe
B IV1a3aX KPECTHOTO.

— Tak BOT ThI ¥ TOHUMaH, — pa3/IeIbHO U BHYIIUTEIBHO MPOJOJIKAN CTAPUK, — KU3Hb YCTpau-
BaJIM HE MBI, KYTIIIbl, U B YCTPOKCTBE €€ M JI0 Cero JHs rojoca He MMeeM, PyK MPUJIOKHUTh K Hel He
MoxeM. JKH3Hb yCTPOWITH IPyTHe, OHU U Pa3BeNd B HEl MapIib BCAKYIO, JICHTSIEB 9TUX, HECYACTHEHb-
KHX, YOOT€HBKHX, a KOJI OHH €€ Pa3Beji, OHU KU3Hb 3aCOPHIIH, OHH €€ UCTIOPTHIIN — UM, TI0-00XKbH
paccyxnasi, ¥ YUCTUTh ee Hauie:xkuT! Ho unctum ee — Mbl, Ha OEJHBIX JKEPTBYEM — Mbl, IPU3UPAEM
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UX — MBI .. Paccynu e Thl, HOXaTyHCTa: 3a4eM HaM Ha YyXoe pyOHIIe 3aryIaThl HAIIUBATh, €KEeJIN He
MBI €ro u3ojpanu? 3auemM HaMm JJOM YMHUTD, €5KeJIM HE Mbl B HEM KIJIM U He Hall oH ecTh? He ymHee
71 37O OYJET, eXeJI Mbl CTaHEM K CTOPOHKE M OyJieM JI0 TIOPHI JI0 BPEMEHH CTOSITh J1a CMOTPETh, KakK
BCsIKasl THWIb IJIOOUTCS U YYKOr'O HaM yesioBeka qymut? EMy ¢ Hell He clnaauTh, — CPEACTB Y HETO
Her. OH K HaM 1 oOparuTtcs, ckaxet: «[loxkanyiicra, rocrosa, nomorute!» A Mbl eMy: «I[1o3BonbTe
HaM MpocTopy ist padboTsl! BKiounTe HAC B CTPOUTENN OHOM, camMoit ku3HH ! » W Kak TOJBKO OH HacC
BKJIIOYUT — TOTJA-TO Mbl U JJOJDKHBI Oy/IeM €IMHBIM MaxOM OYMCTHTh KU3Hb OT BCSKON CKBEPHBI U
pa3HbIX JUIIKOB. Toraa rocyaapb UMIEpaTop BOOYMIO Y3PUT CBETJIBIMU OYaMH, KTO €CTh €10 BEpHbIE
CIIYTH U CKOJIBKO OHM B O€3JeHICTBUH PyK yMa B ceOe HakomwiH. .. [ToHsn?

— Kak e He noHaATh! — BockJnkHya Poma.

Koraa kpecTHbIi TOBOPWII O YNHOBHUKAX, OH BCIIOMHUJI O JIMLIAX, OBIBIIMX Ha 00€/1e, BCIOMHIJ
OOMKOro cekperapsi, 1 B TOJIOBE €ro MeJIbKHYJIA MbICIIb O TOM, YTO 3TOT KPYIJIEHHKUI YelOBEYEK,
HaBEepHO, UMeeT He OOJIbIIe THICSYM pyosiel B rof, a y Hero, ®ombl, — MILTHOH. Ho 3TOT YenoBek
JKUBET TaK JIETKO ¥ CBOOOIHO, a oH, Poma, He ymeeT, KOH(DY3HUTCS KUTh. DTO CONOCTABIICHUE U PeUb
KPECTHOTo BO30YIMIIM B HEM HEJIbliA BUXPb MBICIIEH, HO OH YCIIeJI CXBATUTh 1 O()OPMUTh JIMIIH OHY
U3 HUX.

— B camom pnene — uist ieHer, 4To Ji, OAHMX padoTaenb? UTo B HUX TOJIKY, €CJIM OHU BJIACTH
HE JaI0T.

— Ara! — npuiypuB a3, ckazaja MaskuH.

— 9x! — obmxeHHO BOocKIMKHYT Poma. — Kak ke 310 oten-to? ['oBOprIN BB ¢ HUM?

— JIBaaLaTh JeT rOBOPUIL. ..

— Hy, 1 uyto oH?

— He noxommna 10 HEro Most peyb. .. TEMEUKO y HEro TOJICTOBATO OBUIO, Y TIOKOMHOTO. .. lyiry
OH JIep’kaJl HapaclaIiKy, a yM y Hero riyooko cuzen... H-nma, caenan on npomaniky. .. Jlener stux
BECbMA M OYEHb KaJlb. ..

— JleHer MHe He XaJlb. ..

— T 661 TONTPOOOBAT HAKKUTH XOTh JIECATYIO U3 HUX JIa TOT/A M TOBOPUIL. . .

— 51 Mory BoiiTH? — pa3aacs 3a ABepblo ronoc JIoob!.

— Moxellb. .. — OTBETWI OTELL.
— BbI ceituac 3akyceiBaTh cTaHeTe? — CIPOCHIIa OHA, BXOSI.
— JlaBaii. ..

Ona nononuta k 6ydery u 3arpemena rnocynou. SIkos TapacoBnd mocMoTpes Ha Hee, TIOKeBa
ry0aMu 1 BAPYT, XJIOMHYB POMY JTaIOHBIO TI0 KOJIEHY, CKa3all eMy:

— Tak-10, KpecTHuk ! BHuUKaA. . .

doma oTBeTHII eMy YJIBIOKOHN U TIOyMaJl IMpo ceOst:

«A yMEH... yMHee OTLA-To...»

U ToTuac xe cam cebe, HO Kak Obl APYTMM T'OJIOCOM OTBETHLL:

«YMHee, HO — XyKeE...»
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JIBoicTBEHHOE OTHOIIEHHE K MasikuHy Bce yKperuisioch y PoMBl: ClTyliasi ero peud BHUMa-
TEJIbHO U C Ka/HBIM JIOOOITBITCTBOM, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO KaXk/asi BCTpeYa C KPECTHBIM yBEININBAET
B HEM HENpHSI3HEHHOE YyBCTBO K CTapuKy. MIHOrIa KpecTHBIN BO30YXKAal y KPECTHUKA YYBCTBO,
OnM3Koe K CTpaxy, mopoi faxe uszndeckoe orBpaieHue. [locnenHee 0OBIKHOBEHHO SIBJISIOCH Y
domebl TOTIA, KOTJA CTAPHK ObLIT YeM-HUOY/Ib JOBOJIEH U cMesuicsl. OT cMeXa MOPIIMHBI CTapuKa Jpo-
KU, KOKIYI0 CEKYHy U3MEHsIsl BBIPAKEHHE JIMIIA; CYXUE U TOHKKE I'yObl ero MpbIrajiv, pacTsIripa-
JIMCh U OOHAKaJIM YepHBIe OOJIOMKH 3yO0OB, a pblkast O0pOIKa TOUHO OTHEM TbUIANA, U 3BYK CMeXa
ObLJT TTOXOX Ha BU3T PKaBbIX MeTenb. He ymes: cKpbpiBaTh CBOMX 4yBCTB, PoMa 4acTo U 0YeHb rpyoo
BBICKa3bIBaJl UX MasikuHy, HO CTApHK Kak Obl HE 3aMedat rpyOOCTH U, He CITyCKasl IJ1a3 C KPEeCTHHKA,
PYKOBOAMJT KaK/AbIM ero miaroM. OH MOYTH He XOAWJ B CBOIO JIABOUKY, BCELIEJIO MOTrpy3sCh B Mapo-
XOIHBIe Jiesia Mosiofioro ['opaeesa u octapisis Pome MHOTO CBOOOIHOTO BpeMeHH. biiaronaps 3Haue-
HUI0 MasikuHa B ropoJie ¥ IIMPOKUM 3HAKOMCTBaM Ha Bosre neno muio 6rectsiie, HO peBHOCTHOE
OTHOILIEHMEe MasikuHa K JIeJTy YCHJIMBAJIO YBEPEHHOCTh POMBI B TOM, YTO KPECTHBI TBEPAO PEIuI
*eHUTh ero Ha JIioOe, 1 310 eie 6ojiee OTTATKUBAJIO €ro OT CTapuKa.

Jlio6a u HpaBWIach eMy M Kasajiach ornacHoi. OHa He BBHIXOAWJIA 3aMYX, U KPECTHBI HUYEro
HE TOBOPMJI 00 3TOM, HE YCTpauBaJl BEYEPOB, HUKOTO M3 MOJIOJEKH He MpHraman k ceoe u Jliody He
MyCKaJl HAKyZa. A Bce ee MOAPYrH yKe ObUIH 3aMyxkeM. .. PoMa yauBIIsUICS ee pedaM U CIyIiai ux
TaK ke KaJHO, KaK ¥ PeYH ee OTIa; HO KOIJla OHA HAuMHAJIA C JIOOOBBIO ¥ TOCKOM roBOpuUTH 0 Tapace,
eMy Ka3aJloCh, YTO MO MIMEHEM TUM OHa CKPBhIBAET MHOTO YeJIOBEKa, ObITh MOXET, TOro xe ExoBa,
KOTOPBIH, TIO €€ CJIOBaM, JIOJKEH ObLT II0UeMY-TO OCTABUTh YHUBEPCHUTET U yexaTb U3 MockBbl. B Heil
MHOT'O OBLJIO TIPOCTOTO M JOOPOTO, YTO HpaBUIOCh PoMe, M YacTO OHA peyaMK CBOMMHU BO30YkK/1a1a
y HEro aJocTh K cede: eMy Ka3anaoch, YTO OHA HE JKUBET, a OPEUT HasIBY.

Ero BbIxoAKa Ha MOMUHKAX IO OTLE PACHPOCTPAHMIIACH CPEAW KYyIEeuecTBa M COo3Jala eMy
HEJIECTHYIO peryTanuio. beiBast Ha Oupxke, OH 3aMeyvalt, YTO BCe Ha HEero MoIJIsi/IbIBAIOT HEIT0OpoXKe-
JIaTeJIbHO ¥ TOBOPSIT C HUM KaK-TO 0COOeHHO. Pa3 ake OH ycibIXasl 3a CIIMHOM y ceOsl HerpOMKHiA,
HO ITPE3pUTEIIbHBIN BO3IJIAC:

— l'opauonuiko! Mosnokococ. ..

OH He 00epHYJICS TOCMOTPETh, KTO OPOCHII 9TH ¢JIoBa. borarsie moau, cHavaia BO30yk IaBIive
B HEM poOOCTh Iepel HUIMH, YTPaurBajIM B €ro raszax odasHue. He pa3 oHU yke BHIPBIBAIN U3 PYK
ero Ty WX JPYTyIo BHITOAHYIO TIOCTaBKY; OH SICHO BHJEJ, YTO OHU U BIPE/b 3TO CIEJAIOT, BCE OHU
Ka3aJIMch €My OAMHAKOBO aJTYHBIMH JIO JIEHET, BCETia TOTOBBIMU HaAyTh OpyT Apyra. Korna oH coo6-
AT KPECTHOMY CBOE HAOJIONICHUE, CTApUK CKa3all:

— A kak xe? ToproBiist — Bce paBHO UTO BOWHa, — a3apTHoe feno. TyT ObloTcs 3a cymy, a B
cyme — Jyla. ..

— He npaBurtcs ato MHe, — 3assBu1 Poma.

— W MHe He Bce HpaBHTCS, — (panbiny MHOro! Ho HarpsiMK XOOUTh B TOPTOBOM JIEJiE COBCEM
HEeJb3s, TYT HykHa nonuTuka! TyT, OpaT, Moaxo/s K YeJIOBeKyY, IepKH B JIEBOI pyKe Me/l, a B IPaBoi
— HOK.

— He ouens xoporrio 370, — 3agymunBo ckazan Poma.

— Xopoo — gaineiie Oyaer... Korga Bepx Bo3pMelllb, TOraa v Xopoio. .. 2Ku3Hb, opat Poma,
OYeHb MMPOCTO TIOCTABJICHA: WJIM BCEX T'PBI3H, Wb JIEKH B TPSI3H. ..

Crapuk ynbiOasicsi, 1 00JIOMKH 3yOOB BO PTY €ro Bbi3Baiu y PoMbl ocTpyio MbIcib: «MHOTHX,
BUJIHO, ThI 3arPbI3...»

— Jlyumie-to Huuero Het? TyT — Bc€?

—I'ne xe — kpome? Besikuii cebe JTydriiero xkenaer... A 4to oHo, jiydiiie? Briepen moneit yiuTw,
BBIIIIE MX CTaTh. BOT Bce M cTapaioTcsi JOCTHYb MEPBOrO MECTa B )KU3HU... UHOW TaK, MHOM ITaK...

63



M. Topekuii. «Bacca JKemne3HoBa (cOOpHUK )»

HO BCE 00S3aTeJIbHO XOTSAT, YTOO MX, KaK KOJIOKOJIbHHU, M3Jai ObUTO BUIaTh. K 3TOMY uenoBek u
Ha3HAyYeH, K BO3BBIIEHUIO. . . [laxke B KHHTe VlOBa 3TO BBIPAKEHO: «UEJIOBEK POKAAETCS HA CTpajaHue,
KaK MCKPBbI, YTOOBI YCTPEMJIATHCS BBEPX». Thl MOCMOTPH: PEOSATUIIIKY B UTPAX U TO APYT Apyra BCeraa
MpeB30MTH XOTAT. U Besikas urpa Beerzia cBoi BHICOKME TYHKT UMEET, YEM OHA U 3aHATHA. .. [loHsn?

— 3710 51 noHumaio! — ckazan Poma.

— DT0 Ha/I0 YYBCTBOBATH... C OMHUM MOHATHEM HUKYJIA HE JIOTPBIraelilb, U ThI eIle MOXKea,
TaK TOXeJNai, YToObl ropa Tede — Kouka, Mope Tebe — yxa! Ix! 51, OpIBasIo, B TBOM TO/IbI UTPAOYN
Ku1! A THI Bee ele HalleJIMBaeIbes. . .

OnHOOOpasHbIe peun CTapuKa CKOPO JOCTUIIM TOTO, HA YTO ObUTM paccurTaHbl: Poma BCiy-
IIaJICsl B HUX M YACHUJ cede 11esTb Ku3HU. HyXHO ObITh JIyullle Ipyrux, — 3aTBEPAWI OH, U BO3OYXK-
JEHHOE CTApPUKOM YeCTOMoONe TIIyOOKO BBEIOCh B €ro cepile... Bbenoch, HO He 3arloiHUIIO ero,
160 otHommeHuss Pombl K MeIbIHCKOW MPUHSIA TOT XapaKTep, KOTOPBIH POKOBBIM 00Pa30M AOJIKHBI
ObUi TpUHATE. Ero TsHYyJI0 K HEl, eMy Bcerjaa XOoTesloch BUETDh ee, a MpU Hel OH poOert, CTaHo-
BWJICSI HEYKJTIO)KUM, TJIYITBIM, 3HAJ 9TO U CcTpajai oT 3toro. OH yacto ObIBajl y Hee, HO ee TPYAHO
ObLJIO 3aCTaTh JOMa OHY: OKOJIO Hee BCerna, Kak MyXW HaJl KYCKOM caxapa, KpYKWJIUCh pa3aylleH-
Hble 1eronyd. OHU TOBOPWIIM C Hel MO-(ppaHIly3CKH, MU, XOXOTAIM, @ OH MOIYal U CMOTpeN Ha
HUX, TOJTHBIA 37100bI 1 3aBUCTH. [lo1kaB HOTHM, OH CUJIeN T/ie-HUOYIb B YTOJKE ee MecTpo YOpaHHOM
TOCTUHOH U yIPIOMO HAOTIONAT.

[Ipen HUM, 1O MATKUM KOBpaMm, OECITyMHO MeJibKajla OHa, KUAasi €My JIACKOBBIE B3IJIS/IBI U
YJIBIOKH, 32 HE!l YBUBAJIMCH €€ MOKJIOHHUKH, U BCE OHM TaK JIOBKO, TOUYHO 3MeH, OOXOIMIN Pa3HOO0-
Pa3Hble CTOJIMKH, CTYJIbsI, 9KPaHbI — IIEJIbI Mara3uH KPacUBBIX M XPYNKHX Bellel, pa30pOCaHHBIX 110
KOMHaTe ¢ HeOpeKHOCThIO, OJIMHAKOBO OMACHOW W i HUX ¥ it Pombl. Korna oH 1miern, KoBep He
3arIyInaj ero MaroB, U BCe 3TU BEIIU HEIUISUIHCh 32 ero CIOPTYK, TPSCIUCH, aJaiu. Beut Tam oKoto
pOosIsi OPOH30BBIA MaTPOC, Pa3MaxHYBIIMICS, YTOO KUHYTh CIIACATENIbHBIN KPYT, HA Kpyre BHUCEH
BEPEBKHU U3 MPOBOJIOKH, M OHU MOCTOSIHHO Aeprayiu Pomy 3a Bosockl. Bee 310 BO30y: k12510 cMex y
Codwu ITaBnoOBHBI U ee MOKJIOHHUKOB, HO O4eHb goporo ctomio Pome, 6pocast ero To B kap, TO B
XOJIOfI.

Ho emy 6b1710 He Jlerde v HaequHe ¢ Hell. BeTpevast ero JJackoBOM YIIBIOKOM, OHA yCaKMBAJIach
C HAM B OJJHOM U3 YIOTHBIX YTOJIKOB FOCTUHOW M OOBIKHOBEHHO HAYMHAJIA Pa3roBOp C TOTO, 4ToO,
M3rudasich KOIIKOM, 3aryisibiBaJIa €My B IJ1a3a TEMHBIM B3IJISIOM, B KOTOPOM BCITBIXMBAJIO YTO-TO
XKajIHoe.

— I Tak mMOOI0 TOBOPUTH C BaMH, — MY3BIKQJIBHO PacCTArMBasl CJIOBa, Meja oHa. — Bee atn —
MHE HaJ0eJH... OHU CKYYHbIe, OpAMHAPHbIC, N3HOIIEHHbIE. A Bbl — CBEXKMUI, UICKpEeHHUI1. Benpb BbI
UX TOXe He oouTe?

— Tepniets He mory! — TBepro orBeTMI PoMma.

— A MeHs1? — TUXOHBKO CIpaIlBajia OHa.

doma OTBOIWMII IJIa3a B CTOPOHY M, B3/IbIXasl, TOBOPHII:

— Kotopblii pa3 Bbl 3TO cIipaiivBaere. . .

— Bam TpyaHo cka3ars?

— He tpynHo... na 3auem?

— MHe HyKHO 3HaTh 37T0...

— Urpaete Bbl O MHOII. .. — yrpioMo ropopus Poma.

A OHa MMPOKO OTKpPbIBAJIA IJIa3a U TOHOM TITyOOKOTO M3yMJIEHHS CITpaIlBaa;

— Kak urpato? Yro 3Hauut — urparn?

W nurio y Hee ObUIO TaKOe aHTeIbCKOEe, YTO OH HE MOT HEe BEpPHThH CH.

— Jo6mo 51 Bac, moomo! Pa3e 310 MOXHO — He JIIOOUTH Bac? — ropsiyo TOBOPHII OH, U TOTYAC
e TMIOHMXEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM C TPYCThIO 100aBysul: — [la Be/ib BaM 3TO He HYKHO!..
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— Bor BBl 1 ckazamu! — yIOBIETBOPEHHO B3fbixaja MeAbIHCKasi U OTOIBUTaJach OT HETrO
nojiasipiie. — MHe Bcerja CTpaiiHo NPUsTHO CIYIIaTh, KaK Bbl 3TO TOBOPUTE... MOJIOIO, LIEJBHO. . .
XoTuTe MoIesI0BaTh MHE PyKy?

OH Moi4a cxBaThiBas ee Oesylo, TOHKYIO PyUYKY U, OCTOPOXHO CKJIOHSICh K HEl, TOPSIU0 U JJOJITO
nenoBas ee. OHa BHIpbIBAJIa PyKY, YJIBIOAOIIASACS, TPallMO3HAsl, HO HUUYTh HE B3BOJHOBAHHAS €T0
TOPSTYHOCTHIO. 33yMUHUBO, C 3THM, Bcerga cmymanimum oMy, 61eCKoM B I71a3ax, OHa paccMaTpu-
BaJIa €ro, KaK YTO-TO Pe/IKoe, KpaiHe JT0OO0IBITHOE, U TOBOPHIIA:

— CKOJIBKO y Bac 3710pOBbsl, CHJI, AYIIEBHON CBEKECTHU... Bbl 3HaeTe — Bedb BbI, KYIIIIBI, €Il
COBEPIIIEHHO He KUBIIEe TIeMs], LIeJIoe TUIeMs C OPUTMHATIBHBIMU TPAJUIIUSMH, C OTPOMHOM SHEP-
TUei TyIy v Tena. .. BoT Bbl, HanpriMep: Be/ib BB AParolieHHbI KaMeHb, ¥ €CJIM Bac OTHUTU(OBATD. . .
o!

Korga ona roBopuia: y Bac, mo-paiemy, Ho-Kyrnedecku, — Pome Kazanoch, 4YT0 STUMH CJIO-
BaMM OHAa Kak Obl OTTAJKMBAET €ro oT cedsi. DTo ObUIO U rPyCTHO M oOuaHo. OH MomJam, Tsas
Ha ee MaJIeHbKYI0 (PUTYpKY, BCEria Kak-TO OCOOEHHO KPachBO OZIETYIO, BCerza Olaroyxaiiyio, Kak
[IBETOK, U JIEBUYECKU HeXHYI0. [Iopoil B HEM BCIIBIXMBAJIO JUKOE M rpyOoe jKeJlaHue CXBATUTD ee U
nenoBark. Ho KpacoTa 1 3Ta XpynmKoCTh TOHKOTO ¥ THOKOTO Tejla ee BO30Yy Kl B HEM CTpax U3JIo-
MaThb, U3YBEUUTD €€, a CIIOKOWHBIM, JJACKOBBIN TOJIOC U SICHBIN, HO KaK OblI TIOICTEPEraloIiid B3IJIsI]T
OXJIaXJAJT €70 MOPBIBBL: €My Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA CMOTPHT IMPSIMO B AYIITY ¥ TIOHUMAET BCE TyMBI. .. DTU
B3PbIBbI YyBCTBA OBLTH PEIKH, BOOOIIIE K€ I0HOIIA OTHOCHIICS K MebIHCKOH ¢ 000KaHUeM, YAUBIIS-
sICh BCEMY B Hell — ee KpacoTe, pevam, ee onexae. M psaaom ¢ 3Tum 000kaHueM B HEM BCera KUIIo
MYYHTETBHO-OCTPOE CO3HAHKE €r0 OTAAJIEHHOCTH OT Hee, ee MPEBOCXOICTBA HaJ/l HUM.

Takue OTHOIIEHH I YCTaHOBIJIMCH Y HUX OBICTPO; B IBE-TPHU BCTPeUr MeIbIHCKasI BIIOJIHE OBJIa-
7ieNa I0HOIIe! U Havasla MeJIIEHHO TbITaTh ero. Ei, JOKHO ObITh, HpaBIJIACH BIACTh HAJl 3I0POBBIM,
CUJIbHBIM MapHeM, HPaBUJIOCh OYIUTh M YKPOILATh B HEM 3BEpsI TOJIBKO TOJIOCOM U B3IJISIIOM, M OHA
HACJIaXJIalach UTPOU C HAM, YBepeHHas B cuiie cBoeid Biactiu. OH yXOausI OT Hee TOMyOOIbHON OT
BO30YXK/IeHUS, YHOCSI OOy Ha Hee U 37100y Ha ceOs1. A uepe3 JBa JHS CHOBA SBJISUICS IS TIBITKU.

OpnHaxIpl OH POOKO CIIPOCHII ee:

— Codps I1aBnosHa!.. beun y Bac netu?

— Her...

— 41 tak u 3Ha! — ¢ pagocThio Bekpuyan Poma.

Oma B3IJISIHY/Ia Ha HEro I71a3aMU COBCEM MaJIEHbKOW M HAMBHOM JE€BOYKM M CKa3aja:

— ITouemy e BbI 310 3HanM? M 3auemM BaM 3HaTh, ObLIM JIM Y MEHS 1eTh?

doma mokpacHe, HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY M Ha4yaJl TOBOPUTH €M ITyXO M TaK, TOUYHO BBITAJIKUBAS
CJIOBA M3-TIOJ1 3¢MJIM U KaXKJI0€ CIIOBO BECHJIO HECKOJIBKO TTY/OB.

—Bugure. .. exenu KeHIMHa, KOTopasi. .. TO €CTh POJIMJIA, TO y Hee IJ1a3a. .. COBCEM He TaKKe. . .

— a-a? Kakue xe?

— Beccreikue! — Oyxuyn ®oma.

MenpiHCKas paccMesiiach CBOUM cepeOpHCThiM cMexoM, 1 Poma, It Ha Hee, pacCMestyICs.

— Bol ipoctHTe! — cKazasl OH HaKoHeIl. — $1, MOXeT, HEeXOpOIIIO. .. HEMPUINYHO CKa3aJl. ..

— O, =er, Het! Bbl He MOXeTe ckazaTb HUYETO HEMPUJIMYHOTO. .. BBl YMCTHIN, MUJIBI MAJIbUUK.
Wtak, y MeHs 1a3a He OeccTbikue?

— ¥ Bac — Kak y aHresna! — BOCTOp;keHHO 0ObsBIIT PoMa, IIsi/isl Ha Hee CUSIIOIIUM B3IJISIOM.

A oHa B3INIsSIHYJAa HAa HEro Tak, Kak He CMOTpesa elle JO 3TOW MOpbl, — B3MIAJOM JKEH-
IIMHBI-MATePH, TPYCTHBIM B3IJISIIOM JIIOOBH, CMEIIAHHOM C OMACEHUEM 3a JTI0OUMOTO.

— Wnure, romy6uuk. .. $1 ycrana u Xody OTIOXHYTb... — CKa3ajla OHa eMy, BCTaBasi M He IJISs
Ha Hero.

OH NOKOpPHO YyILIelI.

Hekotopoe BpeMs mociie 3Toro ciyvasi OHa Jepkajiach ¢ HUM Oojiee CTPOro U YeCTHO, TOYHO
’ajest ero, Ho MOTOM OTHOIIIEHHSI IPUHSII CHOBA (DOPMY UTPhI KOIIKH C MBIIIBIO.
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Otnomtennst oMbl K MeABIHCKOM He MOTJIM YK PBITHCSI OT KPECTHOTO, U OTHAK/IBI CTAPHK, CKOP-
YKB €XUIHYIO POXKY, CIIPOCHII €T0:

— ®owma! Tsl movaIIe TOJIOBY IIyNal, YTOO HE MOTEPATh TeOe ee CyJaeM.

— 310 BHI HacueT Yyero? — cripocui Poma.

— A Hacuer COHBKM, OOJIBHO YK YacTO ThI K HEH XOIMIIIb.

— Yro Bam? — rpyboBaro ckazan Poma. — 1 kakas oHa jijist Bac CoHbKa?

— MHe — Hruero, MeHs He yOyeT OT TOro, 4to TeOst 00rIoxkyT. A uTo ee COHbKOM 30BYT — 3TO
BCEM M3BECTHO. .. V1 4TO OHa JIIOOUT UyKMMH PyKaMH kap 3arpedarb — TOKe BCE 3HAIOT.

—Omna ymnast! — TBepro 00bssBrT Poma, XMypsICh H Ipsiua pyKH B KapMaHbl. — OOpa3oBaHHas. . .

— YMmHas, 310 BepHo! O6pazoBanHas... OHa TeOs oOpasyeT... OCOOSHHO IMaonau, KOTOpbie
BOKDYT Hee...

— He manonawu, a... Toxe ymHble moau! — 3m00H0 Bo3paszmin Poma, yxe cam cede MpOTHBO-
peya. — U s oT HUX y4aych... 1 uto? Hu B AyaKy, HU noruiscats. .. Yemy MeHs yuniu? A tam 000
BCEM T'OBODAIT. .. BCSKUI CBOE CJIOBO MMeeT. Bbl MHe Ha 4yeJloBeKa MOX0KUM OBbITh HEe MellaiTe.

— ®y-y! Ka-ak 1o roBoputs Hayumics! To ectb Kak rpan no kpsite. .. cepauro! Hy nagHo, —
OyIb TTOXOX HA YEJIOBEKA... TOJBKO JUIS 3TOro Oe3omacHee B TPAaKTUP XOOWTh; TaM YEJIOBEKH BCE
ke syurie CopbUHBIX... A Thl Obl, ApeHb, BCE-TAKM YUMIICS Obl JIIONEH-TO pa3OMparh, KOTOPHIH
K yemy... Harpumep — Codps... Uro ona mzoOpakaer? Hacekomas 11s1 yKpareHusi prpoabl 1
OoJbIIIe — HIYero!

Bo3smymiennslit 1o riyounsl qymu, Poma CTUCHYN 3yObl U yiesa oT MasikuHa, erne riyoxe
3aCyHYB pyKH B KapMaHbl. Ho cTapuk BCKOpe CHOBa 3aroBOpHJI O MeIbIHCKOM.

OnHu BO3BpalIaIKCh U3 3aTOHA MOCIE OCMOTpPa MAPOXOAOB U, CUAS B OTPOMHOM M TIOKOWHOM
BO3KE, IPYKeI0OHO U 0KUBJIEHHO pa3roBapruBaIy O Jiej1ax. To ObLJIO B MapTe: MOJ MOJT03bsIMU CaHEH
BCXJIMITBIBAJIA BOJIA, CHET TIOUYTH CTasiyl, COJTHIIE CUsLJIO B SICHOM HeOe BECeso U TEeIIo.

— Ilpuenenn, — Kk GapbiHE CBOEH MEPBBIM JIEJIOM TOHIEITH? — HEOKUAAHHO CIIPOCHIT MasiKvH,
IIpepBaB JIeJI0OBOIl pa3roBop.

— Cxoxy, — He1OBOJIbHO OTBeTUI Poma.

— Mw... Yro, ckaxu, 4acTo MOAAPKHU JIeJIaellb Thl €7 — MPOCTO M KaK-TO 33 yIIEBHO CIIPOCHIT
Maskun.

— Kakue nogapku? 3auem? — ynusuiics Poma.

— He mapums? Wb 161. .. HeyxTo oHa mpocTo Tak, Mo JI0OBH KUBET € TOOOH ?

doma BCIIBIXHYJI OT THEBA U CThIJIA, KPYTO IMOBEPHYJICS K CTAPUKY M YKOPU3HEHHO CKa3al:

—29x! Crapslii Beb Bbl YEJIOBEK, & TOBOPUTE — CTBIIHO ciiymiath! [la pa3Be oHa noijer Ha 31o?

MasikuH YMOKHYJI T'yOaMH U YHBIJIBIM TOJIOCOM TTPOTIET:

— Kaxoit 1 ny-youna! Kakoii ny-ypaunna! — M, BHE3aImHO O3JMBIINCH, TUTIOHYII. — Thy Tebe!
Bcsikuit CKOT AT U3 KPBIHKH, OCTAJIMCH TIOJOHKH, a IypaK U3 IPS3HOTO ropiika caenan doxka!l.. Ye-
opt! Thl MoK K Helt U NpsiMo roBopu: « Kenaio ObITh BalllUM JTIOOOBHUKOM, — YEJIOBEK 51 MOJIOJOM,
JOpOTro He OepuTe».

— Kpecrnblii! — yrpiomo u rpo3to ckazan Poma. — 5 3toro ciymmars He Mory. .. Exenut Ob KTO
ApYroil. ..

— Jla K10, KpOoMe MeHs1, ocTepexeT Teds? A Oa-aTiomku! — 3aBormua MasiKiH, BCTUICCKUBAS
pykamu. — D10 oHa Tebs BClo 3uMy 3a Hoc U Boauia? Hy Ho-oc! Ax oHa, crepBo3a!

Crapuk ObLT BO3MYIIEH; B TOJIOCE €r0 3BYJalIM 1ocaa, 37100a, naxe cie3bl. PoMa HUKOr/a ere
HE BU/IJT €ro TAKUM M HEBOJIBHO MOTJaJl.

— Benp ona ucrioptut Teds! Ax, OnyqHHIIA BaBUJIOHCKAs ! ..

I'maza MasikuHa y4alieHHO MUTajiv, TyObl B3IparuBajiy, U rpyObIMH, IIMHUYHBIMU CJIOBAMU OH
HayaJ rOBOPUTh 0 MeJbIHCKOH, a3apTHO, C 3I00HBIM BU3TOM.

doma 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO CTAPUK FOBOPUT MpaBay. EMy cTasio Tskesno AbliaTh.
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— JlagHo, manaiia, OyeT... — TUXO U TOCKJIMBO TOIPOCKJI OH, OTBEPTHIBASCh B CTOPOHY OT
MaskuHa.

— 39X, HaJO TeOe CKopee KEHUThCs! — TPEBOKHO BCKPUYAT CTAPHK.

— Xpucra paay, He roopure! — riryxo Mossuil Poma.

MasikuH B3IJISIHYJT Ha KPEeCTHUKA M YMOJK. JIuio ®ombl BHITSAHYJIOCH, MOONETHEN0, U OBbUIO
MHOT'O TSIKEJIOTO M TOPHKOTO M3YMJIEHHSI B €r0 TIOJMYOTKPBITHIX Ty0axX W B TOCKYIOIIEM B3IJISJIE. . .
CripaBa u cijieBa OT JOPOTH JIEXKAJIO T0JIe, MOKPHITOE KJIOYbSIMU 3UMHUX ofiexk 1. [To uepHbIM mpoTa-
JIMHAM XJIOTIOTJIUBO MpbIraiu rpadyu. [1o11 mono3psiMu BCXUMbIBAIA BOJA, TPSI3HBIN CHET BbLIETAN U3-
TOJ] HOT JIOIIAJIEH. . .

— Hy u miyn ke 4enoBek B CBOEH I0HOCTH! — HErPOMKO BOCKJIMKHY/ MasikuH. — Ctout nepen
HUM TIeHb JIEpeBa, a OH BUAUT — MOpJia 3BepeBa. .. 0-X0-Xo!

— T'oBopuTe npsAMBIMY CJIOBaMU, — YIpIoMoO cKazai Poma.

— Yero Tyt roBoputh? [leno sicHoe: JeBKU — CJMBKHU, 0a0bl — MOJIOKO; 6a0bl — OJTM3KO, IEBKU
— IaJIeKo. .. cTajio ObITh, uau K COHBbKe, exeu 0e3 9TOro He MOXelllb, — ¥ TOBOPH €i MPSAMO — TaK,
MoJI, ¥ Tak... [dypamika! Yero x Tbl gyembcsi? Yero mbokUIibes ?

— He nonnmaere BbI. .. — THXO cKkazail Poma.

— Yero s He noHnMawo? § Bce noHuMaro!

— Cepnuia, — cepilie ecTb y YesloBeKa!.. — TUXO CKa3all IoHOIIIA.

MasikuH npuILypu I1a3a U OTBETUJ:

— VMa, 3HauuT, HET. ..
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VI

OxBaueHHBIN TOCKJIMBOW M MCTUTENbHOU 370001 mpuexan Poma B ropon. B Hem kumeno
CTPACTHOE XkeJlaHue OCKOpPOUTh MeNbIHCKYI0, HaapyraTbest HaJ Hell. Kpernko cTucHyB 3yObl 1 3aCyHYB
PYKH TIIyOOKO B KapMaHBbl, OH HECKOJIBKO YacOB KPSy PacXaKMUBaJI 1O MYCTHIHHBIM KOMHATaM CBOETO
J0Ma, CypOBO XMYpHJI OpOBH U BCE BBINSIYMBAI TpyAb Biiepen. Cepaily ero, mogHoMy OOujibl, ObUIO
TeCHO B rpyau. OH TSOKeJI0 M MEPHO TOMAJI HOraMH TIO 0Ny, Kak Oy/ATO KOBaJ CBOIO 37100Y.

— Ioanas... aHreaoM HapsIUIach!

[Nopoit Hagex1a pOOKUM rojIOCOM MOACKA3bIBANIA EMY:

«MoxeT, Bce 3TO KJIeBeTa. . .»

Ho oH BciomuHauT a3apTHYI0 YBEPEHHOCTD M CHITY peueid KpeCTHOTO U Kperue CTUCKUBA 3yObl,
ere OoJiee BBITISTYMBAN TPYIb BIEpe].

Masikus, OpocuB B Tpsizb MeIBIHCKYIO, TEM CaMbIM C/IeNall €€ JOCTYITHOM AJIsi KPeCTHUKA, U
ckopo Poma NoHs11 3T0. B A7I0BBIX BECEHHUX XJIONMOTAX MPOIILIO HECKOJIBKO JHEW, U BO3MYITICHHbIE
yyBctBa Pombl 3atuxiu. I'pycTh 0 motepe 4enoBeka MPUTYMIIA 37100y Ha KEHIMHY, a MBICIb O
JOCTYIHOCTH KEHIIIMHBI YCUJITIA BlledyeHue K Hell. HezameTHo 1y1st ce0s1 OH peri, YTo eMy CrieayeT
noiti K Codre [1aBnoBHE M psAMO, IPOCTO CKa3aTh €M, YEro OH XO4eT OT Hee, — BOT U Bee!

[Mpucayra MeabIHCKOM NPUBBIKJIA K €r0 TIOCEIIEHHM, U Ha BOIIPOC €T0 «I0Ma JIX OapbIHs?» —
TOpPHUYHAs CKa3aJa:

— Iloxanyiite B TOCTUHYIO. ..

OH opo6es1 HEMHOXKKO. . . HO, YBU/IaB B 3epKaJie CBOIO CTATHYIO (pUTrypy, OOTSHYTYIO CIOPTYKOM,
CMYTJIOE CBOE JIMLIO B paMKe MyIIHCTON YepHOW OOPOIKH, CEphe3HOEe, C OOJBIIMMK TEMHBIMU IJ1a-
3aMU, — MPUTIOHSLT TUIEYX M YBEPEHHO TIOIIeN BIiepes yepes 3ad. . .

A HaBCTpedy eMy THXO TUIBLIM 3BYKH CTPYH — CTPAHHBIC TaKWE 3BYKU: OHM TOYHO CMEsUTUCh
THXHM, HEBECEJIbIM CMEXOM, KaJIOBTUCh HA YTO-TO M HEXHO TPOTAJIM CEpPALIE, TOUHO MPOCHIIN BHU-
MaHUsl U He HaJIeSJTUCh, UTO MOJTydar ero... Poma He OO CIyIaTh My3bIKy — OHA BCEr/ia BbI3bI-
Bajla B HeM rpycTh. [lake Korja «MaiivHa» B TPAaKTHUpPE HAYMHAJIA UTPaTh YTO-HUOYIL 3ayHBIBHOE,
OH OIIYIIaJd B TPYAX TOCKJIMBOE TOMJIEHHE W TMPOCHJ OCTAaHOBUTh «MAalllMHY» WM yXOAWI OT Hee
TIO/IAJIbIIIEe, YYBCTBYS, YTO HE MOXET CIIOKOWHO CIyIIaTh STUX pedyer Oe3 CJIOB, HO TOJHBIX Clie3 U
*aj00. U Teniepb OH HEBOJIBHO OCTAHOBWJICS Y JIBEpEil B TOCTHHYIO.

JIBepb OblIa 3aBellieHa JUIMHHBIMU HUTSIMH Pa3HOLIBETHOrO Oucepa, HAHM3aHHOTO TaK, YTO OH
00pa30Baj MPUIYAJIUBHINA Y30p KaKUX-TO PACTEHHIA; HUTH THXO KOJIEOAINCh, M Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO B BO3-
AyXe JIeTaloT OJieJHble TeH! IIBETOB. DTa Mpo3payHasi perpajga He CKpbiBajia OT IJ1a3 BHYTPEHHOCTH
TOCTHHOW. MeIbIHCKast, CUs Ha KylIeTKe B CBOeM JIIOOMMOM YTOJIKe, UTpajia Ha MaHaoauHe. Boib-
II0H AMOHCKUI 30HT, IPUKPEIUIEHHBIN K CTEHE, OCEHSJT IECTPOTOM CBOMX KPACOK MaJIEHbKYIO KE€H-
IIMHY B TEMHOM ILJIaThe; BHICOKasl OPOH30Bas JlaMIIa 1Moj] KpacHbIM a0axxypoM OOJIMBaJla €e CBeTOM
BeuepHeil 3apu. HexHble 3ByKM TOHKHMX CTPYH IEYaIbHO IPOKAIM B TECHOM KOMHATe, TIOTHOU MSIT-
KOTO ¥ JYIIUCTOrO CymMpaka. BOT jKeHIIMHA OIMyCTW/Ia MaHIONIMHY Ha KOJEHU ceOe W, MPOIoKast
THXOHBKO TPOTraTh CTPYHBI, CTajla IPUCTAJILHO BCMAaTPUBATHCS BO UTO-TO BIIEpeaU ceOsl.

doma cMoTpet Ha Hee U BUJIEIT, UTO HaeIuHe cama ¢ coOO0i OHa He Oblla TAKOW KPaCHBOM, Kak
IIpU JIOIsIX, — €€ JIMIO Cepbe3Hel M cTapei, B I1a3ax HeT BBIPAKEHUs JIACKA U KPOTOCTH, CMOTPSIT
oHM cKy4HO. U mo3a ee Obl1a ycTanoun, Kak OyJTo KEeHIIMHA X0TeJa MOJAHATHCS U — He MOIJIA.

IOHoma kanuisanys. ..

— K10 3T0? — TpeBOXHO B3IPOTHYB, CIIPOCKIIA KEHIMHA. Y CTpyHBI B3pOrHY/IU, U3/1aB Tpe-
BOKHBIN 3BYK.

— 3710 11, — ckazan Poma, OTKUABIBAS PYKON HUTH Omcepa.

— A! Ho kak Bl TuXO... Paga Bugets Bac... Cagurecs!.. [Todemy Tak jgaBHO He ObUTH?
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[IpotsiruBas emy pyKy, OHa APYrod ykasplBaja Ha MaJIeHbKOE KPEcJIo OKOJIO ceOsl, U I1a3a ee
YJIBIOATUCH PAJOCTHO.

— E3aun B 3aTOH mapoxofsl CMOTPETh, — roBoprsl Poma ¢ MpeyBeTMYeHHON Pa3BSI3HOCTHIO,
TMOJIBUTast KPecso OMkKe K KyIIETKe.

— Yro, B IOJIAIX elle MHOro cHera?

— Ckosnbko Bam yrogHo... Ho 3q0poBo Taer. Ilo goporam — Bosia Besze. . .

OH cmoTpen Ha Hee U yibioascs. JJomkHo ObITh, MeapIHCKas 3aMeTHIIa pa3Bs3HOCTD €ro MOBe-
JeHMS ¥ HOBOE B €ro YJIbIOKe — OHA OIpaBuUJIa TUIAThe M OTOABUHYJIACH OT Hero. VX ria3a BCTpeTHIIHNCh
— 1 MeapIHCKas OIyCTUIIa rojioBy.

— Taer! — 3agyMmunBO cKka3ana OHa, pa3mis/iblBasi KOJIbIO HA CBOEM MU3HUHIIE.

—H-pa... pyusu Besze. .. — moOysCh CBOMMU OOTUHKaMHU, cooomia Poma.

— 39t0 Xopolo... BecHa uner...

— Yk Tenepp He 3aACpKUT. ..

— IIpuner BecHa, — moBTOpria MeIbIHCKash HErPOMKO M Kak Obl BCIIYIIIMBAsICh B 3BYK CJIOB.

— BiioGnAThest cTaHyT JII0AM, — YCMEXHYBIIHCH, CKa3al Poma 1 3a4eM-TO KPENKo MoTep pyKH.

— BoI cobupaetech? — cyxo cripocuia MensiHCKas.

— MHe — Heuero... s — 1aBHO!.. Bio6ieH Ha BCIO KU3Hb. . .

Ona MenbKOM B3IUISIHY/Ia Ha HEro M CHOBA Hayalsla Urparhk, 3alyMYlMBO T'OBOPSI:

— Kak 310 XOpOI110, 4TO BBI TOJNBKO €I11e HAYMHAETE KUTb... Cep/le NOJIHO CUIIBL... U HET B
HEM HUYEro TEMHOTIO. ..

— Codps IMaBnoBHa! — Tuxo BockJMKHYJI Poma.

OHa J1aCKOBBIM KECTOM OCTaHOBMJIA €TO.

— [onoxaute, romyounk ! CeromgHst s MOTy CKa3aTrh BaM. .. YTO-TO XOpOIIIee. .. 3HaeTe — y ueso-
BEKa, MHOTO TIOKUBILIETO, OBIBAIOT MUHYTBHI, KOT/Ia OH, 3aIJISIHYB B CBOE CEp/LIE, HEOKUIAHHO HAXOIUT
TaM. .. HEUTO JJaBHO 3a0bITOE. .. OHO JIeKaJIO TJIe-TO TIIyOOKO Ha THE CepAlia TOJIbL. .. HO He YTPaThIIo
OnaroyxaHusi IOHOCTH, U KOTJIa TIaMATh JIOTPOHETCS IO HEro... TOrJa Ha YeJloBeKa MOBEET. .. KUBH-
TEJILHOW CBEKECTBIO YTpa JIHEM. . .

CrpyHbl 0[] ee najabLamMH JIpoxKaiy, Iakaiu, PomMe Ka3aaoch, YTO 3BYKU UX U TUXUU TOJIOC
JKEHILMHBI JJACKOBO M HEXKHO IIEKOUYT ero cepaue... Ho, TBepaplii B CBOEM pelleHUH, OH BCITyIIH-
BaJICS B €€ CJIOBA U, HE MIOHUMAsl UX COfIEPKaHUs, AyMall:

«['oBopu! Teneps yxk He NOBEPI0 HUKAKMUM TBOMM peyam. ..»

310 pasapaxaino ero. EMy ObUIO %kaJKo, YTO OH HE MOXKET CIIyIIaTh €e pedb TaK BHUMATEJIBHO
Y JIOBEPYMBO, KaK paHbllie, ObIBAJIO, CIIYILAIL. ...

— BbI fymaerte 0 ToM, Kak HYKHO KUTb? — CIIPOCHJIA JKEHILMHA.

— WMHoi pa3 mogymaenis — a moToM orsATh 3a0ysenis. Hekorna! — ckazan ®oma 1 ycMexHyJcs. —
Ja u yto gymath? Buaminb, Kak KUBYT JIOIHM. .. HY, CTaJO ObITh, HAJIO UM MOIPAXKAT.

— Ax, "e genaire vtoro! IMoxkaneite ceOs... Bol Takol. .. ciaasubiii!.. EcTh B Bac 4T0-TO OCO-
6ennoe, — uto? He 3na10! Ho 310 uyBCcTBYeTCs. .. I MHe Kaxercsi, Bam OyJeT yKacHO TPYJHO KHUTb. . .
41 yBepeHa, uTo BBI He TIOHIeTe OOBIYHBIM ITyTeM JII0[el Balero Kpyra... Het! Bam He MoxeT ObITh
MIPUSATHA KU3Hb, EJMKOM IOCBSIIIEHHAs TIOrOHe 3a pyosieM. .. o, HeT! Sl 3Halo, — BaM Xo4eTcs Yero-
TO UHOIO... ga?

Omna roBopmia ObICTPO, C TPEBOroi B r1azax. Poma aymal, Isias Ha Hee:

«K uemy 310 OHa KJIOHUT?»

[NonBuHYBIINCH K HEMY, OHA 3aryisiAbIBajIa B JIUIIO €ro, yOeAUTeIbHO TOBOPSI:

— Ycrpoiite cee KU3Hb Kak-HUOY/Ab MHAYe. .. Bbl CUIIbHBIN, MOJIOOM. . . XOpOIHii!..

— A KOJIM XOpolI 51, TaK ¥ MHE JIOJKHO ObITh XOpoIlio! — BOCKIMKHYT PoMa, 4yBCTBYS, KAK UM
OBJIa/IEBACT BOJIHEHUE U CEplle HAUMHAET TPEMETHO OUThCH. . .

— AX, Ha 3eMJIe BCera XOpOIIUM XyXke, YeM IypHbIM!.. — C IpyCThIO cKa3ana MeapIHCKas.
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W cHOBa n3-1071 AJIBLIEB €€ 3aIphIraiv AposKaliie HOTKY My3blki. Poma ouyBCTBOBAJI, UTO,
€CJIM OH ceiluac He HAYHET TOBOPUTD TO, UTO HYKHO, — [TO3/IHEE OH HUYETO HE CKAXKET eil. ..

«[ocnogu, GrarocioBu !» — MBICIIEHHO IIPOU3HEC OH U TIOHMKEHHBIM TOJIOCOM, C HANpsKeHUEM
B I'Py[IY Ha4aJ:

— Cops [TaBnosHa! Byzer yx!.. MHe Hai0o roBOpUTS. .. §l puIiiesn cka3arh BaM BOT 4TO: Oyner!
Hano nocrynars npsmo. .. OTKpHITO. .. [IpuBiekan Bol MeHs K ceOe CHavasia. .. a Terepb BOT OTTO-
paskuBaeTech OT MEHS. .. 5 He oMY, YTO Bbl TOBOPUTE. .. Y MEHS YM IIyXOU. .. HO 51 Be[lb YyBCTBYIO
— cipATath ceOs1 BBl XOTUTE. .. 51 BUKY — [IOHUMAETE BbI, C YeM s IpuIen!

Ero maza pasropajimce, 1 ¢ Kax/IbIM CJIOBOM IOJIOC CTAHOBUIICS Topsiuelt ¥ rpomye. OHa kau-
HYJIaCh BCEM KOPITYCOM BIIEpE]] U TPEBOKHO CKa3ala:
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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