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HMvurpun CaBBatueBnd /IMmutpuen
Nmvmneparop-oTpok: UcTopuyeckasti AMJI0TrUAsI

OcupoTeBiee HapcTBO
IlepBbiii poman auiorun u3 3noxu Ilerpa I

YacTtb nepsas

Crosut anpests 1727 roga. BecHa B TOM rogy HayajlaCh paHO, B BO3JYXE BESJIO TEIUIOM, SIPKOE
COJIHLIE HE CXOJUJIO C roy0oro HeOGeCHOro CBOJa.

Ha ymumax mpaunoro, ceiporo IlerepOypra Obuio Beceno, pagoctHo. K nmogbesny 3uMHero
ABOpLA B Pa330JI0YEHHOI KapeTe, 3alpsKeHHON YeTBEpPKOM JI0pOruX JIoIaiel, Noxbexas cBeTIei-
M KHA3b AJiekcanap JlanmnoBud MeHIMKOB, deabamMapiiall pyCCKUX BOMCK, «IOTYAEPKABHbIN
BJIACTEJIMH», «OaJIOBEHb CYIbOBl CYACTIIMBOW», U TOPAOW, BEJMUYABOM MOXOAKOH IMpOILes Mo anap-
TaMeHTaM jABopua. Haxoausiimecs TyT MUHHUCTPBI, CEHAaTOpPbl U TeHepasibl HU3KMMHU TOKJIOHAMU
IIPUBETCTBOBAJIM BCECHJIBHOIO BEJIbMOJKY, HO OH €/1Ba YAOCTauBaJl MX JIETKMM HaKJIOHEHHEM CBOEM
T'OJIOBBI.

Psanom ¢ nokoem, rae Haxonwiiack OosbHas umneparpuna Exarepuna I AnekceeBHa, MeHu-
KOBa BCTPeTWJI BULle-KaHLiep OctepMaH. DTOT XUTPBIM BEIbMOXA CyMeN MOMIaAUThCA K MeHmu-
KOBY M BbIKa3bIBaJl €My CBOIO IIPU3HATEJIbHYIO MPEAAHHOCTh. Tenepb, HU3KO MOKJIOHUBLIMCH AJIEK-
canzipy JJaHUI0OBHYY, OH BKPaJYMBbIM IOJIOCOM IIPOTOBOPUJL:

— Kak BoX[IesIeHHOE 3/IpaBUe Balllel CBETIOCTH?

— Kak Buauib, 6apoH, s 310poB 1 601p, — OTBETUII eMy MEHIIMKOB.

— HeckazanHo pagyioch ToMy, Ballla CBETIOCTb. A Cympyra Baila, JocToyBakaemas Jlapbs
MuixaitioBHa, Kak U3BOJIMT ceOsl UYyBCTBOBATH?

— Yro et nenaercs, 6apoH?.. A ThI JIydIlle CKaXH, KaK TOCyIapbIHs?

— Ee BesmmuecTBO M3BOMIIA TPOBECTU HOUb B TPEBOKHOM CHE, — TUXO U OIVIS/IBIBASICH TIO CTO-
poHam, orBeTH] OctepMaH. — OnsATh NOSABUICS Opes.

— A ¢ 51eii0-MeTMKOM OTHOCHUTEJIbHO 00JIE3HU rOCyAapblHU Thl HUYero He ropopwi? He cripa-
MBI, YTO 32 OONE3HB?

— Cnpammsal, Bala CBETIOCTb, — NpousHec OCTepMaH U 3aTeM OCMOTPENICA KPYT'OM, OTBEJ
MeHIIMKOBa B CTOPOHY U 4yTh HE IMIETIOTOM MpoAosikai: — [o cioBam Jeiio-Menuka, mMmnepaTpuia
CTpaJaeT 3JI0KaYeCTBEHHOW TOPSTYKOM.

— I'opsukoi, fa ere 3710kauyecTBeHHOM? Beap oT 3T0M 60I€3HM YyMUPAIOT, — MEHSSCH B JIUILIE,
npousHec MEeHIIMKOB.

— Tuie, Baia cBeTIOCTb, paau Oora, Tuiie!

— Jla Bellb TYT HUKOTI'O HeT.

— AX, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, 3/1€Chb BE3/I€ €CTh YIIU U I71a3a.

— 51 He poOoK, rpad, MEHs He UCMYTAIOT YyXKKe YIIH U [J1a3a.

— Bbl — BepXOBHBIi BeIbMOXa, OOATHCSA BaM HEYEro, a 51 — YeJIOBEK MaJIeHbKUI.
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— 9T0 TH-TO — YesioBeK ManeHbkuit?.. [lonHo, Aunpeit BanoBuy, He riynu... He moii mHe
nazaps. Benp s Te0s1 jaBHO 3Hawo... S, OpaT, TeOst HACKBO3b BUXKY. [la ThI caM-TO HBIHE BHIEI JIA
rOCYIapbIHIO? — MEHsIs1 pa3roBOp, Cpocusl MEHIIMKOB.

— Kaxk ke, Baia cBe10CTb, UMeEJI TO cHacThe, — 0TBeTHI1 OcTepmaH. — Ee BemuecTBo n3Bonia
cKa3aTh MHE, YTO YyBCTBYET ceOsl JTydIlie.

— CeropHsi, 4acoB B BOCEMb Beuepa, Oy/ib y MeHsl, — CKa3ajl MEeHIIMKOB, HalpaBJIsisiCh B TIOKON
OOJIBHON MMITepaTPHUIIBL.

A TaM Ha pOCKOILIHOM JIOKE J10’KMBaJla CBOM JIHM KOPOHOBaHHAs1 UMIIEpATpULIa BEJIUKOW pyc-
CKOHM 3eMJIM, HEKOTJa MpocTasi MapreHOyprckas moyioHsiHka (enpamapiiana rpaga IlepemereBa
Mapra Pabe, npuemsbiin nacropa ['moka. ['ocygapeiHs Jiexana ¢ 3aKphITBIME TJ1a3aMU; JIMIO Y Hee
rOpeJsio; CUJIbHBIN JKap, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE YCUIIMSI JOKTOPOB, HE OCTABJISIT OOJIBHOM.

Psinom ¢ KpoBaThbio rocyJapbIHy MeYaIbHO CUIENA ee Mooumasi Kamep-(peiinHa; riaa3a MoJo-
IO eByIIKK ObLIM 3arutakadbl. [Ipy Bxoge BcecMsIbHOrO MEHIIMKOBA OHa XOTella BCTaTh, HO TOT
MaHOBEHHMEM PYKU pa3pellul €l CUIETh U TUXO CIIPOCUJI:

— BunHo, rocynapeiHs nounBaet?

— KakeTtcs, Bara CBeTIOCTb.

—Her... Her... g He cIu0, He cIuTO. .. Kakoi con?.. Y MeHs 1 HOubIo HeT cHa. KTo 310 nomen? —
cy1abBIM TOJIOCOM CITPOCHJIa OOJTbHAS UMIIepaTPHUIIA.

—4... a, Bae BenmmuecTBo!

— A... OYeHb paja... csAdb KO MHE noomke, Anekcanap anuinoBud. A Thl 1oau, noTpedy-
eIlIbCsl — M030BY, — MPUKa3ajia rocyJapbiHsA CBOEH Kamep-(peilsiuHe 1, Korja Ta BBIILIA, yKa3aia
MenmmkoBy Ha ee cry1: — Canuch BOT 311ech, Anekcanap Janunosud. YUto, HaBeCTUTh MeHs npuies?

— 41 Bam, rocynapbIHs, 3/10pOBbsI ITPUHEC.

— Her, He 310poBbs1 MHE KJaTh, a CMEpPTU. S cKOpo ympy.

— Baia xu3Hb Hy’KHa OTEUYECTBY, FOCYAAPbIHSA, KUBUTE JJIs1 CYACTbS JIIOAEU PYCCKUX, BalLIUX
BEPHOIO//IaHHbIX.

— INonHo, KHA3b... nonHO!.. ogHM cioBa... KoMy HyxHa most xu3Hb? HaBepHo, Bce Kkjere,
Korya s yoepych.

— Yto0 BBl roBOpUTE, Ballle BeanuecTBo! Mel Bee. .. Bcst Pych Momm Bora o Baiem 3apaBum.

— Xoporo, KHs3b. .. Cnacu6o, ronyounk! B TBoI0 npenanHocTs 51 Bepro. Ho He B ToM fieno. ...
3Haelb Jiu, KHsI3b, KaKoU 51 Bujaia coH?.. VI COH TOT mpaBauBbIi, BEIIUN. .. XOUelllb — PACCKaxy?

— Pag cinymare, rocynapbiss.

— Pacckaxy, pacckaxy... TOJIbKO Jail MHE HEMHOTO OTIOXHYTh... YCTaja si... TOBOpUJIa U
ycraa.

B nokoe mmmneparpuiibl BOIBOPWIIACHh TUIIMHA. BojbHAas rocygapbiHs Jiekajla ¢ 3aKpbITHIMU
I71a3aMU; TSKEJIbIe B3I0XU BBIPHIBAIMCH U3 €€ BBICOKO MOJIBIMABILIEICS IPY/IH.

MeHIMKOB, He CMesl HapyIIUTh O€3MOJIBUE, CHIIE MOJTYa, 32[yMYHUBO OIyCTUB CBOIO BJIACTO-
MoOUBYIO TONOBY. MBICITH O[JHA 32 IPYrOi TYMaHWIU €r0 TOJIOBY.

«Korma He cra”eT rocyaapbiHU, UMIIepaTopoM OyrieT mpopo3riaiieH [lerp Bropoi, a st mepBbiM
CTaHy y ero TpoHa. MiMrepatop — OTPOK, OH He CHOCOOEH yNpaBJIsATh TAaKUM OOJBIIUM LIAPCTBOM,
U s cTaHy npaButeseM... Ho HyxkHO OygeT Kak MOXHO OoJjiee YKpenHuTh CBOE IMOJOXKEHHE, W s
3TOTO €CTh OUH MyTb — HOPOAHUTH Tocyaapsi ¢ MOMM poroM. KoMy ke 1 ObITh, Kak HE MHE, CAMOMY
OM3KOMY K TPOHY BeJIbMOXe, TecTeM rocygapsi? Bo uTo Obl TO HM CTano CBOIO J0Yb S BBIIAM 32
[lerpa 1 cerogHs e MUCHPOLIY y TOCYJapbIHU COIJIACHsI HA 3TO. §l yBepeH, UTo coryiacue nocjaenyer
Y J109b MOs1 OyJIeT IapuIielo, Ha3JIo MOMM 3aBUCTHHKaM. O, cuacTivBasi MOsI Cyb0a, Kak Thl BHICOKO
nojiHsu1a MeHs!.. VI3 mpoCThIX MUPOKHUKOB $I CTAJl BCECUJIBHBIM MUHUCTPOM. .. U CKOPO, CKOPO CTaHy
MIPaBUTEJIEM BCETO TOCYIapCTBa. .. — MEHIIMKOB OT BOCTOPra roTOB ObLT YJIBIOHYThCS, HO, B3IJISIHYB
Ha OOJIbHYIO MMITEpaTpHUILy, MOAYMAI: — A YTO, €CJIU TOCYAapbiHs MIOMpaBUTCs, Bbi3opoBeer? O HeT,
ropstuka — OOJIe3Hb TsKeNasi, He TIEPEeHeCTH e».
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UYecTomoOMBBIe MEUTHI BJIACTOMIOOA OBLTA TIPEPBAHbI TOCYIAPbIHEH.

— Kus3b, THI 31ech? — THXO cripocwiia oHa. — Jla? Kaxkercs, s xotena pacckasarh Tede CBOM
COH, Tak?

— Tak TOYHO, rocyJapbIHs.

— Cnymait, kHs13b! CHIIIOCh MHE, YTO OYITO sl CUXKY 32 CTOJIOM, OKpY:KeHHasi IPUIBOPHBIMU, U
THI ObUT TYT, Astekcanip JJaHuaoBrY. 3a CTOJIOM MBI BeCeJlo pasropapuBain. Kak BApyr nosisiercs
TeHb MOETo MOKOMHOro My»ka, ummneparopa [lerpa... Kak ceiiuac Buxy, Ha [leTpe onexna apeBHUX
pumisiH. OH HUYEro He TOBOPUT, a TOJIBKO MAaHUT MeHsl pyKowo. fl OyATo BCTao M3-3a CTONA U C
OOMBIIION PAZOCThIO MYy 32 HUM. BhIM MBI U3 ABOpIa U 00a MOAHSUTMCH HA BO3AYyX. JleTuMm Bce
BBIIIIE, BBIIIE, KAK HA KPBUIbSX, K oOMakaMm... M crpamHo MHe, 1 xoporio. bpocuna s cBoil B30p
Ha 3eMJII0 U JIouepert CBOMX MIUIbIX, AHIOTY U JIugy, yBunana. O6e oHM OyATO OKpPYXKEHbI OOJBIION
TOJITMON HApOJa Pa3HbIX HAIMU. DTH JIIOAU CHOPWIK, Kpudaiu. MHe CcTaso Kajlb CBOMX Jo4epei, s
XOTeJla CIYCTUTBhCSL K HUM, a caMa MOJHMMAJach BCE Bblilie, Bbile. Hy, 4To ckaxkelb, KHs3b, PO
MO COH?

— Mauto 1 4TO CHUTCS, TOCyAapbIHs!

— Her, kHs3b, 3TOT COH Bemuii! 3a MHOI0O CKOpO MPHUAET MOH MYX, BEJIMKUN HUMIIEPATOP;
s1 yMpY, CKOPO YMpY, — C BOJTHEHHEM ITPOroBOpHIa OOJIbHAST UMITEPATPHLIA.

— YcnokoiTechk, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO: BaM BPEIHO ceOsl TPEBOKUTD.

— Tenepb MHe Bce paBHO. Thl KO MHe, Asiekcanip JJaHnioBud, 1o ey — Tak TOBOPH.

— Barie BenuecTBO, BbI yXke U3BOJIMIIN NMO3a00TUTHCS O HACTIEAHUKE MpecTona?

— Ha, na! 51 oObsIBIISAI0 HACTIEAHUKOM BHYKA MOETO TIOKOWHOTO MyXa, [lerpa AnekceeBnua. Ero
OTLY, 3aKOHHOMY HACJIEAHUKY [IPECTONIA PYCCKOro, 3710CYaCTHOMY LlapeBu4y AJjiekcelo He cynui bor
[IapCTBOBaTh, TAK IyCTh XOTh [leTp 1apcTByerT.

— Ho, rocymapsiasi, mapeBU4 MOJIOJ U HE CMOXKET YIPABJIATh TAKUM OOJIBIIMM IAPCTBOM, —
TUXO, BKPAJTYMBO U BMECTE C TEM MOYTUTENILHO CKa3ajl MEeHIITKOB.

— A TBI-TO, KHS3b, Ha 4TO Xe? Thl U JApyrue BeJbMOXHU CTaHeTe ToMorath eMy. Thl Oyielib
[JIABHBIM MPABUTEJIEM.

TiecnaBHOMY MEHIIIMKOBY TOJIBKO U HYKHO OBUIO 9TOTO; OH €Ba MOT' CKPBITh CBOIO PaJ0OCTh
Y IPUTBOPHO-TIEYAJIbHBIM T'0JIOCOM MPOMOJIBUIL:

— Taxenoe, HemocuIIbHOE OpeMsi U3BOJIMTE BO3JIOKHUTH HA MEHS, Ballle BEJINYECTBO!

— Teb6e Bor nmomoxeT, kHA3b Astekcanap JlanunoBuy!

— Ha Hero, Equnoro, To/ibko ¥ BO3j1araio Bce CBOE YINOBaHWE, BCEMUJIOCTUBEHIIIAsl rocya-
pbiHs! — YcepaHO nepekpecTUBIIMChH, MEHIIMKOB BCTaJl, MOAOIIEN K IBEPH, TPUOTBOPHII €€ HEMHOTO
Y, YBEPUBLINCh, YTO B COCEAHEM 3ajie HUKOIO HET, OMATh IJIOTHO HMPUTBOPUJ JIBEPb, MOCIE YETO
OITYCTHJICSI Ha KOJIEHM Tiepes] OObHON MMIIepaTpuIlell U ¢ BOJIHEHUEM MporoBopwil: — JloBepumre,
rocy/iapbiHs, CBoe OnarojiesiHie U Japyiite con3BojieHue Ha Opak 1apesuya Ilerpa ¢ Moero 1ouepbio
Mapueii. . .

— Bort yero 1bI X04elb, KHsI3b? Ho Besib 3TUM Thl HAXKUBEIIbh ceOe HEMAJIO BParoB U 3aBUCTHU-
KOB, — 33J[yMUMBO OTBETUJIa rocyaapbiHs. — CMoTpH, KHs3b! 35100a Ja 3aBUCTh MHOTOE MOTYT Clie-
naTh. Thl BCE CTPEMHUIIIBCS K BEJIMYMIO. .. TeOe Bcero Masio... CMoTpH, KHsI3b, He pyxHU!.. [To npyxoe
Y pacIoNokKEeHUIO TOBOPIO Tede 3TO!..

— bor pmact, MuHyeT MeHsl Takas Tskenaas ydactb! Benp eciu Bbl, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, CBOUM
[IAPCKUM CJIOBOM OCBAITHTE TOT OpaK, TO Nepe] HUM JOJKHBI Oy/IyT 3aMOJIKHYTh BCE TOJIOCA 3aBUCTH
1 HeoOpokenaTeabeTBa. Besb apckoe clioBo — 3aKkoH. [la ¥ ero BbICOYeCcTBO HAC/IeTHUK-11eCAPEBUY
HaiIeT BO MHE ¥ TpelaHHEeHIIIero Cayry, U MOMCTUHE POJHOTrO OTia. Beap oH OyaeT MOUM 3sTeM,
Ha3BaHbIM CHIHOM.

— Jasaii bor, nasaii Bor!.. Eciu tak, To s cornacHa Ha 3TOT Opak IiecapeBrya. XpaHH €ro,
Anexcansp JanunoBuy, u Oya» eMy BEpHBIM ITOMOIIHMKOM B JieJIaX MpaBieHus !
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MeHIMKOB, OMyCTUBLIMCH HA KOJIEHU, FOPSYO MOLIENI0OBAJl PYKY MOHAPXUHH, a OHA, YTOMJIEH-
Has 3TOi Oecellol, OTKMHYJIACh Ha TMOAYIIKY M CMEKWJIa I71a3a B MOTyAPEMOTe.

CyacTMBBIM U JOBOJILHBIM BEPHYJICS KH3b MEHILMKOB B CBOM JIOM-ABOpPELl, HAXOIUBIIUICS
Ha BacuibeBckoM ocTpoBe.

— Hy, kusruHiomka, paayics U Becesrch, — BECEJIO CKa3al OH CBOEH keHe, J0OpOoii U MpaBau-
Boi1 [lappe MuxaiinoBHe.

MyX ¥ 5KeHa MPeACTABISUN MPSAMYIO TPOTUBOIONIOKHOCTb: MEHIITMKOB ObLT CIIECHB, 3aHOCUUB,
KpPYyTOr'o HpaBa YeJIOBEK, BCIO CBOIO M3Hb CTPEMMBILUMICS K TIIECIABHIO U MOYECTSAM, a €ro KeHa
OTIYasIach OE3MEPHOI0 TI00POTOIO0 M CEPAEYHOCTHIO U MOTHBIM OTCYTCTBUEM FOPAOCTH U TIEC/IABUS.
Oma OblTa 3aIMTHUIICH W 3aCTYITHUIIEH TeX, Ha KOTOPBIX OOPYIIMBAJICS T'HEB €€ BIACTHOTO MyXKa, U
MHOTHMX BBI3BOJISIIA U3 O€[bl.

— CKaxu, KHsI3b, YeEMY PaIoBaThCsI? — C YIBIOKOIO CIIPOCHJIAa OHA TEeTleph MYXa.

— A TOMY, YTO CKOpPO ThI OyJeIb TAPCKOM TeIeH.

— Yro? Yto THI CKa3an? — MEHsIACH B JIUIE, BOCKJIUKHYJIA KHITHUHS.

—ToBopto, uto THI Oyaenis Teriel rocyaapsi. ['ocynapsis 1ana cBoe cornacue Ha Opak napeBruya
Ilerpa c Hameir Mapueit.

— Lapesuua Ietpa, o1 roBopHIb? [la pa3Be rocyaapbiHs 0ObsIBIIIA €T0 CBOUM HACIIEHUKOM 7

— Ha, nma... TocynapbiHs cuibHO OonbHa, Oe3HanexHa, U 1 ¢ OcTepMaHOM M JIPyTMMHU Tak
YCTPOMJI, YTO UMITEpATpHILIA OObsIBUIIA HACIIEJHUKOM ITPECTOJIa BEIMKOro KHs13s [leTpa AnekceeBuya.

— Yro ke, 310 X0oporo: 1apeBud [leTp — 3aKOHHBIN HAC/IETHUK; MY U M0100aeT apeM ObITb.
TosbKO BOT UTO 51 CKasKy TeOe, KHs3b: B Opake napesuya [leTpa ¢ Hatei 104ephio s He BIKY HUKAKOTO
CUaCTBSI.

— Kak Tak?

— Ha tak: y Te0s1, Anekcanap JJaHIIOBUY, M TaK BparoB Hemaso, a Torjaa Oyner ere 6omee. [la
Y He napa Hama Maia napeBuuy, He napa: M XapakTepoOM OHHM HE CXOXH, U BO3PACTOM pa3/InYHbIL:
Be/lb IApPEBUY-TO — €llIe OTPOK, a Hala Mailia — yyTh HE HEBECTa Ha BblJaHbe!

— He napa? Jla TbI ¢ ymMa comiia! — KpUKHYJ Ha jkeHy MEeHIIMKOB.

— Ot TBOMX 3aTei, KHsI3b, TOTO U KU, YTO C yMa coifenib. Ox, Anekcanap JlaHuibd, rory-
OuIIb Thl ceOs1 U HAC, HEIOBMHHBIX, MOTYOuIb! OCTaHOBUCH, KHSI3b, OCTAHOBHCH!.. V1 TO THI 1asieKo
3amies... CMOTPU He OCTymuch. Ecim ceGs He *kajeellb, TO XOTh AETeW-TO moxayiei! 3a Hux s
ckopOmo. JIeToK HalMX HEMOBHMHHBIX HE TyOM, 3¢eMHO O TOM mpoiiry Tebs1, KHsi3uHbKa! — U, ropbko
1ayva, Japes MuxaiiioBHa oIyCTHIach Ha KOJIEHA Mepe]] CBOMM HENPEKJIOHHBIM MYKEM.

— He npekocnosb MHe, lapbsi! Thl 3Haemb Moy HpaB. [lesio peleHo, 1 4ero s 3axouy, TO U
OyleT; NATUThCS Ha3aj S He TOpa3l... HAIpOJIOM BIIEPE] WAy, — TPO3HO MPOroBOpMJI MEHIIMKOB U
BBIIIEJ U3 TOPHULIBL.

II

Ho k10 ke 6611 3TOT MeHIMKOB, 0TKyAa oH B3suics? Kak o nonan B mooumiisl [lerpa Benu-
KOTO, YMEBIIIEro BHIOMPATh Jiofiei?

ITOT «IOTyAEPKABHbIN BIACTETIMH» U OaJIOBEHb CYACTbS, «IUTS MOETO Cep/iia», KaKk Ha3bIBa
ero Besukui [letp, ObUT POIOM M3 KPECThSIH; TIO OIHUM CKa3aHHSM, OH — PYCCKHIA, IIPABOCIABHBIMH,
npunien u3 JIMTBbI, rae OyaTo KU ero oTell, Mo IpyruM UCTOUYHHKAaM — ypoxeHer Bomru.

[No o61eMy MHEHUIO, COCTAaBUBIIEMYCSI eIlie TIPH )KU3HU MEeHIIMKOBA, OH IIPOUCXO/III U3 IPO-
CTOJTIOIMHOB, U B 9TOM OTHOUIEHUM COCTAaBJISUI B PsAly FOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX PYCCKUX JIML] 3aMeyaTesb-
HOE MCKJIIOYEHHUE, ONULEeTBOpsBILee cTpemiieHre [leTpa co3naTh HOBBIX JesTesel, He CBSI3aHHbBIX C
OOIIECTBEeHHBIMU TIpelaHusIMU cTapoit Pycu.

Ponuncs MenmmkoB B napctBoBaHue napsi Anekcess Muxaitiopuua, B 1674 rony. Ero otery
ObLT OeqHBIM TTpocTomoarHOM. Korna Anekcanap mogpoc, oTer OTaal ero K 0fHOMY MOCKOBCKOMY
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MUPOXKHUKY, M AJIEKcalllka, KaK B TO BpeMsi Ha3blBAJIM MEHIIIMKOBA, CTajl C JIOTKOM Pa3ryJvBaTh
1o MOCKBe 3/1aTOI71aBOM M BBIKPUKUBaTh: «[Iuporu xoporim, ropsiau, ¢ Mty € Kapy — JEHEKKY 3a
napy!» Anekcarka ObUT HIyCTPbIA MaJIBUMIIKA, OOJBIION Oaaryp, TOBOPHII C MPUOAYTKAMHU, BHIKH-
IbIBaJl OCTPOYMHBIE LITYTKH M 3TUM IpuoOpesn cede MHOTO rnokymnareneid. He Tak BKyCHBI ObLIH €ro
MIUPOTH, KaK BECeJIbl M OCTPHI ero mpudayTku 1 6anarypctBo. Kak-to pa3 eMy npuuioch MITH MEMO
noma uHocTpaHiia Jlegopta, B To Bpems yxke OJM3KO CTOSBIIEro K OymylieMy BeIUKOMY Mpeodpa-
3oBarenmo Poccun, 3HakomuBiero [lerpa AnekceeBuya ¢ OBITOM M BOGHHBIM YCTPONCTBOM 3araja.
AJekcarika He Moxases CBOero ropyia 1 CTaj rpOMKO BBIKPHKHBATh CBOM NprOayTKu. Jlepopt cuaen
y OKHa; 320aBHUK MAJTbUMIIKA 3aMHTEPECOBAN €ro; OH MO3BaJ €ro K cebe B KOMHATY U CIIPOCHI:

— Tel ¢ nuporamu?

— C nmporamu, Baria MuwiocTb. C MBUTY C Kapy — JICHeXKKY 3a mapy! — O0MKO OTBETHII MaJTb-
YHIIIKA.

— A 4TO THI BO3bMEIIH 32 BECh JIOTOK C TUporamMu? — yibIdasch, crpocu Jlegoprt.

— [Iuporu npogakHbie, a JJOTOK HE MPOJAKHBIM.

— Her, Tl pofaii MHe JIOTOK € MUPOraMH.

— Bel, rocioguH, nuporu KynuTe, a JOTOK 3a4eM Bam?

— HyxeH, ecnu nokymnawo.

— He npopaxxubIii; npojait BaM JOTOK, Bbl, IOXKaTyid, cCaMU TIOWJETe MUPOraMu TOProBaTh, a
OT 3TOro Oy/IeT U XO35IMHy MOeMy YOBITOK, J1a 1 MHE He Oapblill, — He MOPTHYB IJIa30M, IIPOTOBOPHII
AJnekcaika.

Jledopt pacxoxorancs:

— Th1, MasTpumIKa, MHe oHpaBwmics. Kak TeOs 3Bath?

— Ilon kpectui1, AneKkcaiikoy Ha3BaJl.

— Xouelb y MeHs CITyKUTb, AJlekcanika?

— Oryero He cnyxuth? MokHO! A rporaMu KOpMUTH MeHsI OyIeIb?

— Byny, Oyay, TeGe XopoIio OyaeT y MeHsI KUTb.

— BorT 5 ot X03511Ha OTOM/IY U K TeOe, TOCTIOIUH JIACKOBBIU, TIPUTY.

— IIpuxonu, npuxonu.

Jledopt mieapo 3aratun MeHIMKOBY 3a MUPOTH.

C 60mbI110i HEOXOTOM OTITYCTHII TMPOKHUK AJIEKCAIIIKY, TaK KaK C €ro YXOIOM Y HEero mpephbl-
BaJICSl XOPOILUI TOXO/.

Anekcaiika cran ciayrod Jledopra; Ha HEM MOSABWICSA Kam30J (PpaHIy3CKOro MOKpOsi, WU
JIMBpEsT; OH CBOEH CMETIIMBOCTBIO U BEPHOM CITYKO0H mproOpe modoBb U goBepue Jledopra, koTo-
pbiii ObUT OYEHb JOBOJIEH 0AIarypcTBOM CBOETO CIYTU-MaJIbuMKa.

Pa3 nape Ietp yBunan y Jlepopra Anekcaiiky; cMesbie 1 OOHKHE OTBETHI IOCIEIHEro MOHpa-
BWJIMCh TOCY/IapI0, M OH B3sLJI €70 K ceOe. AJleKcallika HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi ObLT Y 1apsi POCTHIM JIAKEEM.
Opnnako Iletp I ymen ormmuats Jozieit; oH nomoOm1 MeHIIMKOBa U 3aucall ero psiiOBBIM B YHCIIO
CBOMX TMOTEIIHBIX, HE TOCMOTPEB Ha TO, YTO MEHIIMKOB ObLT TPOCTOIOANHOM, a B MIOTEIITHOM TIOJIKY
MOJIOZIbIE COJIZIATHI TIOUTH BCE OBLIM U3 ABOPSHCKOTO COCJIOBHSI.

«T0 OBUI MEPBBIH AT K BO3BBIINIEHUIO MEHINMKOBa, — nuiieT KoctoMapoB, — HO BaXHO ObLIO
IJIsL HETO TO, YTO, CYUTASICh «TTOTEITHBIM», MEHIIIMKOB HECKOJIBKO JIET MPOIOIIKAI UCTIONHSThH 0113
IIAPCKO# 0COOBI JOJKHOCTH KamepauHepa. [letp, Jloxkach craTh, KJ1ajl ero y CBOMX HOr Ha roity. Toraa
Ype3BblYaiiHast MOHSATIMBOCTb, JTIOOO3HATEILHOCTD M OOJIbIAs UCTIOTHATEIBHOCTh MEHIIIMKOBA pac-
TIOJIOKUJIA K HEMY 1apsi».

MeHIMKOB yMeJ yrOkIaTh HAapIo U CTapajics MpeaynpekaaTh ero MpUKa3aHus; BCIIbLUIbYMBBIN
Hpas [lerpa HepeaKo oTpaskascs Ha MEHIIMKOBe, HO OH O€3pONOTHO ¥ TOKOPHO MEPEHOCHIT U OpaHb
1 1ooowu.
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[letp Bce Goree u Ooee MPUBSI3BIBAIICS K CBOEMY JIDOUMILY, M TOT HauaJl IIOJIb30BaThCsl U3BECT-
HBIM 3Ha4Y€HHEM; K HEMy CTaJIi MPHOerath ¢ XOAATAHCTBOM, NMPOCUJIM €ro 3aCTyIHUYECTBA Mepe
rocynapem. Pazymeercsi, mpocuTe M MpUXOIMIN K IAPCKOMY JTIOOMMILY HE C IyCTBIMU PYKaMH.

Bo Bpems1 BoliHBI € TypkaMu MEHIIMKOB 32 a30BCKUI NIOXOJ, IOJTY Y1J1 OPULIEPCKUIL UMH, XOTS B
9TOU BOWHE OH HUYEM He OTJINYUJIICS; OH ObLT XMTPbIA, TOHKHIA Y€JIOBEK, — BCE, YTO HPABUJIOCH 11API0,
HpPaBWJIOCh 1 MEHIIIMKOBY, U TIOTOMY OH BIOJIHE pa3fessl Mbicib [lerpa mpeoOpa3oBats, mepeco-
31ath Pych, Bce TOCTaBUTH IO MHOCTPAHHOMY 00pasily; OH ObLIT BparoM CTapuHBbI U OJIaroroBe’ repe;
AepkaBHBIM IpeoOpa3oBaTesieM. Bee Te, KoTopble MpUIepKUBAIMCh CTAPUHBI, HEeHaBU e MeHIu-
KOBa; HO UTO 3HAYMJIA JIJIsl HEro MX HEHaBUCTh? «JIioOuI Obl 1a KasoBas Hapb».

Crenpytonmii ciyvaii emie Oosiee TOMOT BO3BBICUTBCS MEHITMKOBY. Y MOJIO0ro napsi Opuio
MHOTO TaifHBIX BParoB; OHK COCTABUJIM 3aT'OBOP Y TOTOBMIIN «THOEITh TOCYaapio». MEHIIMKOB OTK PbLT
3aroBOp, ¥ MPECTyNHUKHU ObuTM cxBadeHbl. Terneps [leTp craim cMOTpeTh Ha CBOETro JT0OMMIIA Kak Ha
n30aBUTENS.

Bo Bpems nepBoro myTterectBus 1aps [lerpa 3a rpanuiyy MeHIIMKOB ObLT C HUIM HEpa3IydeH
Y B yTOIy LIapio caM paboTas TOMopoM Ha caapramcKoi Bepdu. OH BbIKa3asl OObIINe CIIOCOOHOCTH
K KOpaOJIeCTPOSHUIO U JPYTUM peMeciIaM, XOPOIIO BBl YHJICS HEMEIIKOMY U TOJUIAaHACKOMY SI3BIKAM M
BO BCEM CTapajicsl yrofuTh rocyaapio. «Beszie v Bo BceM OH HpaBHJICS CBOEMY BJIACTEIIMHY, pa3aessi
C HUM U TPYIHbIE PabOThI IO KOPaOJIeCTPOSHMIO, U Becelible MOMONKM». [0 mpresne n3-3a rpaHuiibl
Hayaaach pacnpana co CTpesbliaMu, a Tam [letp 3aHsuics nepeco3ganueM Poccuu: Hauanoch OpUThe
6opon, pycckuii kKadpTaH ObLT 3aMEHEH HEMEITKUM KaM30JIOM.

[NepBas cynpyra napsi, EB1okusi, npuBepxeHuIIa CTApUHbI, HeHaBU/IEBINasl MeHIMKOBa, Oblia
OTIIPaBJieHa B MOHACTBIPb, M [IOCJIE TOT'O OIHUM CUJIbHBIM BparoM y Hero cTajio MeHblie. MeHIIMKOB,
KOTJJa-TO YJAMYHBIA MAJIbUMINKA, TPOJABEI-IMPOKHUK, TeNephb YyKe ObUI reHepai-MaiopoM U KOMaH-
JOBaJI APAryHCKUM IOJIKOM.

B 1700 rony oH xeHusIcs Ha yMHO# OosipbiiHe [Japbe MuxaitnoBHe ApceHbeBOI.

Havanace BoiiHa cO 1BeiaMH, U TOCTIe CUACTIMBOro B3sTUs Kpenoctu lmccensOypr Aek-
canzp JanmioBny MeHIMKOB ObUT MOCTaBJIeH IyOepHATOPOM B3SITOTO y IIBEJOB Kpasi. 3a MOKope-
HUe Kpernoctr HueHmman MeHIMKOB ObUT MOkaioBaH opAeHOM cB. AHapesi [lepBo3BaHHOTO.

«Bo Bce mapcrBoBanue Ilerpa MeHIIMKOB ObLT IVIABHEWIIM HMCHOJHHUTENEM 3a1yIIEBHBIX
3ambicyioB [leTpa o ctpoenuio u 3acenenuio [lerepOypra. HoBast cTonmiia o0si3aHa CBOMM CO3/IaHAEM
CTOJIbKO K€ TBOPUECKOM MBICIIM TOCYapsl, CKOJIBKO JI€ATEIbHOCTH, CMETJIMBOCTH U YMEHHUI0O MeHum-
KOBa», — TOBOPUT UCTOPHUK.

[Nocrne HeCKOMBKUX YAAYHBIX OO Ha/l IIBEIaMH, B KOTOPbIX MEHIIMKOB, KaK KOMaHAUP, MpHU-
HUMaJ OOJIBIIIOE yJacThe, OH ObUT BO3BE/IEH B reHepasl-(pesibAMapIIaibl.

OpHaKo OH He YyXk]1 ObUT ¥ 3JI0YTIOTPeOICHU, MOJIb3YSICh JOBEPHUEM rocyaapsi, HaxuBas O0Jb-
IIMe JIeHbIY, ¥ He pa3 3a 310 [leTp Omil maskoo M Hajaranx Ha Hero OrpoMHbIe MTpadbl AEHBIAMH,
Harpumep mrpad B CTO THICAY YEPBOHLIEB. MEHIIMKOB BOJIEW-HEBOJIEH YIUIATUJI TOT ITpad, Tak
KaK rocyapb CTPOro mpecieioBal Ka3HOKpaaoB. OHAKO 3TO He OTYyUYHJI0 MEeHIMKOBa OT J0OOCTSI-
JKaHMsI, ¥ OH TIPOAOJIKAI, T/Ie TOJIBKO MOXHO OBUIO, M3BICKUBATH CIIOCOOBI /IJIS1 YBEJTMUYEHUST CBOETO
oorarcTBa, a BMECTe ¢ TeM Bce Oosiee 1 0osiee YKPeIuisisl CBOIO BJIACTh M MOTyIIecTBO. [1yTh K 3TOMY
0COOEHHO IMPOKO OTKPBLICS JJIs1 HEro ¢ MoMeHTa KoHunHbI [letpa Benmkoro.

CrpanHa cygp0a Omaronerenss MenmmumkoBa, umrneparopa Ilerpa Benvkoro. Bcio cBoIo Ku3HB
MIOCBSITUJI OH TIepeyCcTpOUCTBY Poccuu; yBIEKIIMCH 3amaJHBIMM HOBIIECTBAMH, OH OECCTpaIHO
noman ycrou Poccun, npennpuHsit pehopMbl Beero ee ObiTa, HO He JOKOHYMII, HEe YKPEIUJ BCEro
HAYaToro — y 1apsa-pabOTHHUKA He XBATUJIO BPEMEHH Ha 3TO, TaK KaK CMEPTh MpeceKJia ero Xu3Hb 28
sHBaps 1725 roga. YMmupasi, oH He ycres paclopsIuTbcsl Ha3HAUEHHEM HacJieJHUKA, a MEKAY TeM
3TO OBLIO KpaitHe HYKHO.

Kaxk u3BectHo, [TeTp Benmkwuii ObLT )keHAT IBaX/IbI: B IEPBbIN pa3 OH CEMHA/IIIATUICTHIUM IOHO-
1€l 110 HACTOSIHUIO MaTepH, keHuics B 1689 rony Ha EBgokuu ®enoposHe JlonyxuHo#, 1 OT 3TOTO
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Opaka y Hero poauJics cbiH Anekceid. Ho mapb, He BUIs B 9TOM JKeHIIMHE TOIIEPXKKHI CBOMM pedop-
MaTOPCKMM HAauYMHAHUSIM U He Jo0s ee, yKe Yepe3 rojl CTajl UCKaTh MPUBS3aHHOCTH Ha CTOPOHE, a
B 1698 rony mapuna EBnokus Obuta nocrprkeHa u 3atoueHa B CysznaibckoMm MoHacThipe. Ilerp I
BCEIIEJIO OT/AJICS TOCYIapCTBEHHBIM J€IaM, a €ro MJIaJIEHEL-CblH HaXOAWJICA CliepBa Ha NONEeYeHUN
cBoeii 0a0ku Haransu KupuiunoBHsl, a o cmeptu ee — y TeTku Hatanmsu AnekceeBHbl. Manbunk Obul
OKPYXEH JIMIIaMH, TPeJaHHbIMUA CTAPOMY YKJIAIy KU3HHM CBOEW POAMHBI, M TOMyYas Iioxoe oopa-
3oBanue. [IpaBaa, kK HeMy ObUIM TIPUCTABJIEHBI IPYT 32 JIPYrOM JIBa MHOCTPAHIIA, HO TOJIKY OT 3TOTO
ObL10 Masio. HakoHerr, oH ObUT OTIIPaBJIeH 1Sl yCOBEPILEHCTBOBAHMS 00pAa30BaHUS 32 IPAHMUILY, U TYT
eMy Haiu HeBecty — npuniieccy Ilapiorty BoibgeHO0TTebeKyI0; ¢ Helo OH, MO HACTOSIHUIO OTIIA,
couertascst opakom 14 oktsops 1711 roaa, mpruem oHa ocTaiach JIOTEPAHKOM.

OnHaKo 3TO 00CTOATENLCTBO HUCKOIBKO HE M3MEHIIIO B3IJIS/IOB LIAPEBHYA; OH, CyeBEPHO-PEITH-
TMO3HBIN, ObUT TPOTUBHUKOM MPeoOpa3oBaTeIbHbIX HAUMHAHHIA CBOETO OTLIA, ¥ 3TO MOCEIIHIIO Pa3aop
Mexay HUMHU. B Hapose cTano u3BecTHO 00 3THX HecorjacHsx, U nmpotuBHUKH [lerpa I crapamich
CO37aTh U3 lapeBrya AJieKcest OIUIOT AJis cedsl, BCIEICTBUE YEro pasop B IIAPCKOM CeMbe CTall oY~
BOU /17151 60pHOBI MOTUTUYECKUX MAPTHL. BMecTe ¢ TeM mapeBud II0X0 0Opariasics ¢ Cynpyrou, crai
OoOHapyKMBaTh HEMOC/YIIIAHUE, OTBPAIIIEHHE K 3aHSATHSAM M BECTH Pasry/bHYI0 Ku3Hb. Hakonerl, mo
CMepTH XeHBI, OH, O0SICh peripeccHii oTiia, Oexalt 3a rpanwuity. [letp mocnan 3a Hum I[erpa Toncroro
u Anekcest Pymsniea B Heanonb, 1 v 14 okTs10ps 1717 roma ymanock yroBOpHUTh IapeBUYa Bep-
HyTbcs Ha ponuny. Ilerp Benukuii cBuzencs ¢ ceiHoM 3 deBpaiis 1718 roga u Ha3HAYMII HaJl HUM
Cy[, JIMILIMB €ro MpaB Ha rpectol. BMecte co CBoMMU CTOPOHHUKAMM LIapeBUY AJIeKCel oABeprest
nbeITKam U 26 utoHs 1718 roga ckoHvasncs.

IMoce Hero ocranuck i [letp, ponuBmmiics 12 okTsa6ps 1715 rona, v jous Haramus, poaus-
mrasicst 12 mions 1714 roga. Takum o6pazom, [letp Benvkuii umen 3akOHHOTO MPOAOIIKATENS CBO-
ero poia M MpsIMOro HacleJHUKa TpoHa. OIHAKO OH OOSJICS OCTABHUTH MPECTON MAJIOJIETHEMY U B
1722 romy uznan ykas «IIpaBia Bolv MOHApIIIEH» , KOTOPBIM IAPI0 MPEJOCTABISAIOCH MPaBO U30paTh
ce0e Hac/eTHUKA XOTs Obl U3 COBEPILIEHHO MIOCTOPOHHUX JIIOJIEH. DTOT yKa3 MOSIBUJICS BCKOPE MOCIe
cmeptH chiHa [lerpa Bemmkoro, mapesuya [NaBna — «IlaBiymiku-congaTyeHKa», Kak Ha3biBasl peOeHKa
moOuBIIHiA ero 1o 6ose3neHHocTH otell. Co cmepThio napesuya [lasna y Iletpa He octaBanoch npsi-
MOT'0 MOTOMCTBA MY’KCKOTO T0J1a, ¥ OH, OUEBHIHO, HE JKeJaJl BUJIETh BHyKa Ha rpectoie. B ocoden-
HOCTH SICHO BBIPA3WJIOCh 3TO HEXKEJIaHUE B JHU arOHMM YMUPABILIETO B MyKax Laps-ummneparopa. B
MOCJIeJHUIA MOMEHT OOJIErYeHH s OH MPU3BAJ K cede CBOIO 104b AHHY, TIOJIOXKHUII €i PyKY Ha TOJIOBY U
TPSACYLIMMMUCS PyKaMU KOe-Kak Harucal Ha rpudesbHoi Jocke: «Bee otnars. ..», nanblie num Kapa-
KyJIY, pa3o0parh KOTOpble ObUI0 HEBO3MOKHO. HO sICHO, UTO OH XOTeJl UMETh HACJSAHUIICI0 YMHEHb-
KyI0 IapeBHY AHHY, JOCTATOYHO 3pEJIyI0 ¥ MOArOTOBJIEHHYIO, YTOOBI 3aHATh LIAPCKUH MPECTOI.

Onsatp cynpba roroBwia uHoe. Llaps Tletp Benukwuii eme He MCIYCTHII CBOETO MOCIIETHETO
B3J10Xa, @ B COCEJTHEM C €ro ONOYMBAJIbHEN 3aJle MEHIIMKOB IPOBO3IVIACKI UMIIEPATPULIEI0 BCEPOC-
CHUICKOM cynpyry ymupasiuero, Ekatepuny AnekceeBHy. CoOpaBiiiecs: B 3ajie BEJIbMOXHU HE OCMe-
JIMJIUCh TIONTH IPOTUB BPEMEHIIMKA, BOILEAIEr0 K HUM B COIPOBOXAEHUHN BOOPYKEHHOTO KapayJia
M3MaJIOBCKMX COJIIAT M, KPOME TOTO, BHICTABUBIIIETO Ha IUIOIIA/IY N1€pe]] ABOPLIOM BCe IrBapieiicKue
TIOJIKH, B IPEJAHHOCTH KOTOPBIX OH ObUT yBepeH. [lepBbiMu Ha kiny MeHimkoBa: «Jla 31paBcTByeT
umneparpua Ekarepuna AnekceeBHa!» — OTBETUJIM COJIATHI, CTOJIb IPO3HO B3SIBIIME IPH 3TOM «Ha
KapayJi», 4TO BEJIbMOXKH 1 3HATh, UCITyTaHHbIE CBEPKAHUEM IITHIKOB, OBICTPO MOIXBATUIN STOT KJINY.
PacckasbiBalor, 4To KJIM4 JoHeccs [0 cinyxa ymupasiuero Ilerpa Beaukoro, oH oT4assHHO 3aMeTasics
Ha CBOEM CMEPTHOM JIOXKe, 3aMaxall pyKaMH, U3 €ro rpyy BHIPBAJIFICh BOTUTH, KOTOPbIE ObLITH CITBIIITHBI
Ja’ke Ha IJIOIIAAH.

Wrak, nmnieparpunia Exkatepuna I AsnekceeBHa BCTyIUIIa Ha MPECTOI €LIE IIPU KU3HU CBOETO
napcreenHoro cynpyra. [Ipasaa, [lerp Benukuii Bckope nociie 3Toro ymep, HO (pakT Bce-Taku ocTa-
ercs ¢paktoM. Ho mouemy ke MeHIIMKOB Tak crapajics O BO3BEAEHMM Ha Ipecton BIoBH [lerpa
Benmukoro? IMpexae Bcero, MeHIIMKOB ObUT Y€JIOBEKOM, OT HMUYTOKECTBA TOMABIIMM «B CITydai»
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Tosibko Onaromapsi Ilerpy. Beime yxe ObIJIO CKa3aHO, Kak OH TOMNAJN B CIYTU K Iapo-npeodpa3oBa-
TEJ0, KOTOPOMY OH TMOHPABWJICSI CBOEW OecriadaliHOCThiO; BCKOPE OH CTajl HAIlepCHUKOM Liapsi B
MoOOBHBIX MOXOkIeHUsIX B Hemerkoit ciobone. B 3ToM mosiokeHnH HanepcHUKa, HIYeM He CTec-
HSIEMOTO ¥ TOTOBOTO Ha Bce, MEHIIMKOB OCTaBajICs BCIO )KU3Hb. Bo BpeMst MaccoBOro ucTpeOneHus
CTPEJIbIIOB OH KOHKYPHUPOBAI C IOHBIM IIapeM B UCKYCCTBE PyOUTH cTpesenkue ronosbl. Korma Ha
[eTpa HAXOOWIM MPUIIAJKUA U OH OWJICS B KOHBYJICUSIX, MEHIIIMKOB JIOKWICS C HUM B TOCTEIIb;
MYUaBIIMICS 1apb JEpXKajics BO BpeMs MpUMajKa 3a ero miedd. MeHmukos yronua nop Hlnuc-
cenpOyprom aBcTpuiickoro rpaca Kenwrcerra, moOoBHUKA Tapckoi (aBoputku AHHB MOHC, OH
ke 30T MAJIKOU aBcTpuiickoro nocna rpada bunbaepounra, 3amecturens Kenurcerra. Ho kperue
Bcero MeHIMKoB Jiepxaiics npu [letpe B crity TOro o0CToATENbCTBA, YTO OT HEro Mepenuia K napio
MapueHOyprckas mienHunia Mapra Pa6e, craBias notom cynpyroi I[erpa Benukoro ¢ nvenem Exa-
TepUHBL. DTa KeHIIMHa OblJIa caMO MOTYIIIeCTBeHHOM 3acTyrnoi MeHmvkosa ripef [lerpom, u oueHb
yacTo Onarofgapsi e MeHIIMKOB OTAENBIBANICS MOOOSIMU TaM, e TI0 3aKOHY CJIe/IoBajla CMEpTHasI
Ka3Hb. be33acTeHunBO-HAIIIbIN, KaJHbINA, KOPBICTHBIN, KaK BCE BHICKOYKU, HEPA30OPUMBBIT U HEUH-
CTOIJIOTHBIN B CPE/ICTBAX, MEHIIIMKOB BOCIIOJIL30BAJICSI MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI YKPEIUTh 32 CO00I0 Oe3-
I'PaHUYHYIO BJIACTh U BO3BEJ Ha rpecTtoi ExkarepuHy, 3Hasi, 4YTO UCTUHHBIM TOBEIMTENeM OyleT OH,
MeHI1KoB, «KHsI3b KOpCcKuii».

OH He oOMaHyJIcs B CBOMX pacuerax. EkarepuHa AJjiekceeBHa, KEHIMHA COBEPILIEHHO Herpa-
MOTHasl, K IapCTBOBaHUIO He Oblia criocoOHa. [Ipu Heii B [letepOypre neHb ObuT 0OpaliieH B HOUb,
Jaxe yTpeHHee OOrociykeHre COBEepIIaoch B BeUepHUE Yachl. MEeHIMKOBY OblIa TIOJIHAsI CBOOO/IA
CaMOBJIACTHUYATh, KAK eMy ObLIIO YTOTHO.

OpnHako OH OHMMAJI, YTO UMIeparpuia Ekatepuna HepoiaroBeuHa, 1, 9ToObl yAEpKaTbCs BO
BJIACTH, OOpaTHJI CBOe BHUMaHUe Ha IoHOro BHYKa [lerpa Benukoro, mapesruua [letpa AnekceeBrnya.
ITOT ChIH HECYACTHOTO OTIA BOCHMTHIBAICS MOJ HAOMIOAEHHEM HEMEIKOrO aBaHTIOpHUCTa, rpada
Amnppes Octepmana, 6exaBIliero co CBoel pOIUHbI U3 CTpaxa CMEpTHOM Ka3HM 3a youiicTBo. B Poc-
cuu OH caenan cede kapbepy. [locne cmepru [lerpa I oH 0ocoOeHHO BBIIEIUIICS | yIIesIen 1axe pu
HEBO3MOXKHEWIIIEN OOSPCKO TPhI3HE, HAYaBIIEHCs] HEMEIJIEHHO TOCIe TOro, Kak OUyTHJICS y Blia-
ctu MenmkoB. [Ipotus MenmkoBa BeicTynasu Joaropykossl, Anpakcussl, I onunpizel, [Hlepeme-
TEBbl, PEIHUHBI, TO €CTh T€ MPEICTABUTENN APEBHUX 3HATHBIX (PaMUJIMIA, KOTOPbIE IEpKaId CTOPOHY
HecyacTHoro 1apesuya Asekces: [lerpoBuua u koropsix Iletp Benmkuil He ocMenuiicss TPOHYTh BO
BpeMsI )KECTOKOH pacrpaBbl ¢ CTOPOHHUKAaMU CBOero chiHa. 3a [leTpa AjekceeBrnya ObUTH TaKkKe ylie-
JIEBIIME CECTPHI €70 Aea, apeBHa Mapbs AsiekceeBHa U jaxe Haranbsa AnekceeHa. Ho MeHimkoB
onupasicsl Ha conjar u Obut cuiieH. OctepmaH, HeCMOTpsI Ha I0oHOCTh [leTpa AjiekceeBruyYa, MPOEKTH-
poBal ero Opak ¢ OIHOH U3 apeBeH-TeToK — EnmzaBeroro. Takoi Opak JOMycKascs B JIIOTEPAHCKOM
LIEPKBH, HO OBLT HEBO3MOXEH B IMPABOCIABHON POCCUICKOM, U MpoeKT OcTepMaHa ObLT OCTABJICH.

OnvH u3 BenbMOX, KHsA3b Imutpuid ['onuiibiH, cTOIKHY/ICSA ¢ MEHIIMKOBBIM U MPUHSIT €70
OpavHbIi TPOEKT: BbAATh Joub MeHmmukoBa Mapuio 3a apeBnya Iletpa AnekceeBnua, a cbiHa MeH-
IIIMKOBA KeHUTh Ha ovyepu [leTpa Benrkoro. MeHITMKOB ¢ BOCTOPrOM yXBAaTHJICA 32 TaKyI0 KOMOM-
HalMo, 00ECTIeYMBABIIYI0 €My HAJI0JIr0 HEOrPAHUYEHHYIO BIacTh. OHOBPEMEHHO BEJIMKUI KHS3b
[etp AnekceeBud ObLT 0OBsIBIICH HacleTHUKOM rpectona. Hesanonro no cmepru Exarepunst I mpu
conericTBuM MeHIrKoBa, OcTepMaHa U HEKOTOPHIX YJIEHOB BEPXOBHOTO COBETa OBUIO M3rOTOBJIEHO
JYXOBHOE€ 3aBEIl[aHWE UMIIEpATpullbl, B cuily Kotoporo orpok Ilerp Il craHoBumiics 1o ee cMepTH
MMIIEpPaTOpOM IPY PETeHTCTBE U3 00erX 1ecapeBeH, EnnszaBeTsl 1 AHHBI, MysKa IOC/IEIHEN — repiora
['omuTHHCKOrO — M BEPXOBHOIO TalHOTO coBeTa. MEHIIMKOB MOCTapalicsl U TyT YCTPAHUTh HEYTOJ-
HBIX €My JIMILI: OH 3acTaBil AHHY [leTpoBHY ¢ repriorom ['oMmTHHCKUM BbleXaThb 3a TPAHULLY U, TAKUM
00pa3oM, ITpY HECOBEPILICHHOJIETUH 1iecapeBHbl EJTM3aBeTHl M IOIHOM OTYMHEHUH €My YJIEHOB Bep-
XOBHOI'O COBETA OCTAJICS] IOJIHOIIPaBHBIM pacniopsinuteneM Poccun.

B ynoenuu cBoMM MOTYIIECTBOM OH MEpECTal CUATATHCS CO CBOMMM IPOTUBHUKAMM, U TIPO-
TUB HEro BBICTYNWJIM BCECHIbHbIE [JOJrOpyKOBbl U ATIPaKCHMHBI M Ha4YaIu UHTpUroBath OcrepMaHa.
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NmenHo nocienHui, Kak Oonee OMU3KUINA K OyayIiieMy I0HOMY UMIIepaTtopy, U cyMmes TIOBIHUSTh Ha
HEro TakKk, 4To TOT CTaJl CKJIOHATBHCA Ha CTOpOHy I[OJIFOpyKOBbIX, TATOTACH OIICKOIO 3apBaBmeroc;1
Meunmukosa.

I1I

B no3gHuii Maiickuii Beuep B OrpOMHOM cafy, IPUMBIKaBILIEM K MajaTaM KHsA3s MeHIIMKOBa,
CIIBIIIIEH ObLT CAEPKAHHBIN Pa3roBOP ABYX BIIOOTEHHBIX. DTO ObLH KHs13b Penop oaropykoB u cTap-
mas 104b MEeHIMKOBA, KpacaBulla KHskHA Mapus.

Kak B manartax BcecMJIbHOr0 BpeMEHIIIMKa, TaK U Ha €ero JBOpe Llapujia HUYeM He HapyliuMmas
THIIMHA. MEHIIIMKOB MeN OOBIKHOBEHHE PAaHO JIOKUTHLCS U TaK K€ PaHo, UyTh HE C IETyXaMH, BCTa-
BaJI; PUTOM, KOTA OH JIOKWJICS B TOCTEJNb, B €0 OIPOMHOM JIOME BCe KaK Obl BLIMUPAJIO, 3aCThI-
BaJ10. MHOTOUHMCIIEHHbIE CYTH KHS351 XOAMIM Ha IIBIIIOYKAX, TOBOPUJIU IETIOTOM, Oracasich, Kak Obl
HE MOTPEBOKUTH KHSIKECKOIO CHa.

Kusxaa Mapusi, BOCMONIb30BaBIIKCH YIOOHBIM BpeMeHeM, BhIIIUIA B cajl. Bpems Obu1o ycioB-
JIEHO; TaM J0KUaJcs KHSKHY Kpacasel odunep Penop Jonropykos.

— Hakoneu-To Bl npuiiuiy, KHskHa! A 51 JaBHO 10’KMIAI0Ch Bac, — PaJJOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, —
OonblIIe vaca. ..

— benHpli, 1 3acTaBrja Bac X OaTh.

— O, KHSKHA, 3TO HUYETO He 3HAUUT B CPAaBHEHUU C TEM, UTO s CJIBIIIAJ OTHOCUTEIBHO Bac.
Benp roBopsT... He HHIHYE 3aBTpa Bac OOBSABSAT HEBECTOIO IlecapeBryal

— Bawm storo He xoresnock Obl, qa?

— Yro 3a BOnpockl, KHskHA? BaM X0poI110 u3BECTHO Moe ceplieuHoe OTHOIIeHue K Bam ! UToObI
Ha3BaThb BaC MWIOW KEHOM, 51... 1 HU MEepe]] YeM HEe OCTAHOBJIIOCh. .. 51 TOTOB Ha CMEPTb UJTH, TOTOB
MYKY BBITEPIIETb.

— DTOro coOBceM He HaJ10, MIJIBIA KHSI3b, — C YJIBIOKOIO IPOroBOpUJIa KHsKHA Mapwusi.

— Bam cmeriHo, KHsIKHa, @ MHE TOPbKO, OY€Hb FOpbKO. Beib BacC OTHUMAIOT y MeHs1! — [eyaibHO
rporosopu JJonropykos.

— OTHUMAIOT, HO HE OTHSUIM.

— U otHUMYT.

— 3a Koro ke Bbl, KHs3b, IPUHUMaeTe MeHs? 51 — He peOeHOK. .. y MeHs1 ecTb cBos Bouisl. [Tomno-
UM, OBITh LIApUIIEN OYeHb 3aMaHYMBO, HO 51 HE B OTLIA, HE TIecaaBHa. M COBETYIO BaM yCTIOKOMTHCS.
[apuiieit st HuKoraa He Oymy, HUKOra. Bee 3aTer Moero oTija KOHYaTcsi HU4eM, MOBEphTe MHE.

— O, eciu ObI Tak OBLIO!..

— Tax u 6ynmer! XKaure, KHA3b, CyabpOa YABIOHETCS HAM.

— Jloporas, Muiasi KHsIKHa, Bbl JapuTe MeHsl TakuM cuyactbeM! — I Mosof1oil KHs3b CTal ¢
’KapoM 11eJI0BaTh PyKu y KpacaBulibl Mapuu.

— W 310 cyacthe, MOXET ObITh, ONTU3KO. .. [la, mal.. 9 3Haw, 4TO BCe 3aTen OTIa JOIKHBI CKOPO
pa3pyLUIMTLCS: HAPEBUY HA MHE HE JKEHUTCS, 51 yBepeHa B 3TOM, U Torjaa, kHa3p Penop, Bbl CTaHETe
MPOCUTDH Y MOETO OTIIA COrIacusi Ha Opak co MHOIO.

— VBB, 31010 cornacus s He nomyuy. Kusasp Anekcannp JJaHnnoBud He OJ1aroBOJMT KO MHE
Y €/IBa JIM PEIIUTCS] Ha3BaTh MEHsI CBOMM 3sITeM, — C IITyOOKMM B370X0M rporoBopuit ®enop Jlonro-
PYKOB.

— Moii oTer1 HepacIonokeH K BaM, 9TO MpaB/a, HO 51 CyMelo MIOCTABUTh Ha CBOEM: OTell JIIOUT
MEHS M Pe/IKO B UEM OTKA3bIBA€T MHE.

HonropykoB 1 KHsikKHa Mapusi CHIIBHO YBJIEKJIMCh CBOMM Pa3roOBOPOM M HE 3aMETWJIY, 4TO 32
HUMM JABHO CJIeuJIa rapa Ybux-To IJIas.

— O, ecium OBl BalM CJIOBA COBUIHCH, MUJIas KHSDKHA! — MBUIKO BOCKJIMKHYJT J10TOPYKOB.
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— Onu u cOymyTcs, TOIBKO HAMO TeprieHue. Beap s He HPABIIOCHh IleCapeBUYy, OH M30eraer
MeHS, HO 51 00 3TOM HHCKOJIbKO He COXaJelo.

— Munas, noporas kusikHa! — M JlonropykoB cTal ¢ skapom 1iejoBath pyku Mapuwu.

B 310 Bpems B KycTax KTO-TO 3aIlleBeTUICS, U BIIOOTIEHHbBIE OBICTPO OTJISTHYJIHCH.

[Nepen HUMU CTOSIT caM KHsI3b MEHIIIMKOB, C JIMIIOM, HCKaXE€HHBIM 3JI00010; €T0 BBICOKAsI, CyTY-
noBartast purypa ObIa HECKOJILKO COTHYTA, OTHOM PYKOM OH OMUPAJICS HA TPOCTh, a B IPYroM JepsKal
MUCTOJIET.

— Kusa3p! — HeBONIbHO BhipBasioch y ®egopa Jlosropykosa.

— a, KHs3b. .. YTO, rOCOAMH NOPYYHK, He k1aj1 He rajan? He B Mepy ke cMen Thl U Iep30K ! —
3apIXasCh OT THEBA, POTOBOPHIT MEHIIIUKOB.

— 41... a B BaIIeN BIacTH, KHA3b, BB BOJILHBI JIEJIATh CO MHOIO, YTO XOTHUTE.

— Ja, na, s BojieH yoOuTh TeOs, HO sl TOr0 He c/esialo, He MOTOMY, YTO Kajel Tedsl, TBOK
MOJIOJIOCTb, a TIOTOMY, YTO HE XOUY OIJIACKH.

— baromka, — npepbiBas 0TLA, IPOroBOpHIIa KHsKHA Mapus.

— Momuats! — 3arpemen Ha 1oub MeHmmkoB. — CTymaii Kk ceOe: pa3roBop ¢ ToOOI y Hac Oyaer
nocre.

— XopoI11o, HO, TIpeKe YeM YIUTH OTCIoa, 51 AOJIKHA CKa3aTh BaM, 4To 000 ka3 Peyopa, —
OIPABUBIIVCH OT UCITyTa ¥ HEOXKUIAHHOCTH, CMEJIO IIPOrOBOPHIIA JICBYIIIKA.

— Yro *e, JMOOUTH ero Thl BOJIbHA, HO TOJILKO KEHOI0 HUKOT/IA He OyJelb. .. A Tenepb cTynan
K ceOe B TOPHMUILY U JIOKHUCH CIaTh. .. 3aBTpa 5 C TOOOH MOroBOPIO.

— Hapetock, Gatiorika, BBl HIUETo AypHOTO He cleiaeTe KHs30?

— Ecm ThI He yizienb, TO S TIO30BY JIIOAEW U MPUKAXY BHITAIIUTEL TeOsI U3 cajia.

Ora yrposa NnojieficTBOBajla Ha KHsKHY Mapuio.

— Jlo cBuyanus, KHsA3b! 51 He TOBOPIO BaM «IIPOIANTE, TAK KaK, HAJICIOCh, MbI CKOPO YBUVIMCS.
3Haiite, TOOOBb K BaM COMIET TOIBKO CO MHOU B MOTHITY. — M, CKa3aB 3T0, KHSIKHA HE CIIelna Momia
U3 caja.

— Hy, Bamma cBemiocTh, CKaxkuTe, YTO Bbl HAMEPEHBI JIeJIaTh CO MHON? — CIIOKOMHO CITPOCHJI
®enop Jonropykos y MeHIIMKOBa.

— ThI 3TO, KHSA3EK, CeUac y3Haelllb; TOJIFKO CKaXH MPesk/ie, Kak Thl TIonajl Ko MHe B cajn? Yepes
3a00p, 4TO JIn?

— 3a koro Bbl MeHs puHUMaete? 1 He Bop, 4TOOHI Yepe3 3a00p JIa3UTh.

— Her, 151 — BOp, BOp...

— KHs3p! — Oemeno KpukHYI Mojiofon [{oIropykoB, MeHsISICh B JIUIIe U OBICTPO BHIXBATHB U3
HOXeH caoo.

— B HOXHBI caOmio, MapumiiKa! Tl 320611, UTO 51 — (pesTbaMapInan pocCUICKuX BoUck ! 3a0bL,
YTO MHE HUYEro He CTOUT CTepeTh TeOs ¢ ymia 3emitd. .. Celiuac B HOXKHBI ca0iio! — KpukHy1 MeH-
IIMKOB.

— YbeiiTe MeHsl, KHSI3b, €CJTM BaM HYKHa MOSI )KU3Hb, HO He OCKOPOJISITE MOCTBITHBIM ITPO3BH-
eM, — TUXO IPOMOJIBIIT JIONTOPYKOB, BKJIA/IBIBas CBOKO CA0JTI0 B HOKHBI.

— A 5 IOBTOPSIIO, TH — BOP JIEBUYbEH YECTH.

— Ommbaeteck, kHA3b! A MoOMO KHsKHY Mapwio, JII0OTI0 CHITbHee )KU3HU, HO Ha €€ YeCTh He
rocsraJ.

— JloBonbHO! Coyimaii Moe pellieHre: eClIv Thl XOUeIllb IIEJTbIM ObITh, TO YTOOBI 3aBTpa Ke TeOs
He Obu10 B [Tutepe. He To He MuHOBatTh Tebe Cubupu!

— Kyna s nomxken exats?

— Kyna xouers, Tonbko nogassiie ot [Tutepa... 9 nomnumo teds na KaBkas.

«Yexatp Ha KaBka3? Paccratbest ¢ mwioit kasbkHO? Hert, s1 He Mory, He MOry», — nogaymail
JIONTOpyKOB 1 HE COBCEM TBEPIBIM TOJIOCOM ITPOTOBOPHL:

— Ha KaBkas s He noeny, Baiia cBETJIOCTh!
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— Ha Kagka3 He noenemnib, Tak B CuOupb nporyssienibest. .. Beioupaii, uro Onvke v 9to st
TeOs syuie! Tosbko Xkanes TBoero otia, KHs3si Bacumus Jlykuya, s1 Ha KaBka3 1e0st oTipasisiio. . .
ITomHwu 310!..

— JlaiiTe MHe XOTh TpH AHSA cpoka! f moykeH coOpaThesl.

— Hu ognoro nus!.. 3aBtpa Th Beiesenb Ha KaBkas... 1 k komanaymomemy Ha KaBkase rene-
pasty MUTIOHNIMHY IPUTOTOBJTIO IIMCHMO, ThI CBE3EIIb €70 U TaM OcTaHelbesl. .. Cipliunnib? A Ternepb
crymnai!

Mortozio¥ KHsI3b HarpaBUJICS OBLIO U3 Cajia.

— Iocroii, s cam MPOBOXKY TeOs1, — MPOroBOprJI MEHIIMKOB U TOIIeN U3 cana psaoMm c Joiro-
PYKOBBIM.

OHu BBIIIUTM HA ABOP M TIOJOIUIM K KAJIUTKE; MTOCIIEAHsIs OblJIa HECKOJIBKO MPUOTBOpeHa. MeH-
IIMKOB, IPOBOJIMB HE3BAHOI'O I'OCTS, MOJOIEN K CTOPOKKE U MOCTyYasl B OKOHIIE.

Cropox Hukura, 1poxka BCeM TeJIoM, 11aTasiCh, BBIIIEN U3 CTOPOXKKY U yIlaJl Ha KOJIEHU Mepe]
CBOUM T'OCIOMHOM.

— CKoJBbKO, JIyKaBblid pad, B3suT THl ¢ JloNropykoBa JieHer 3a TO, YTO BITyCKaJl €ro Ha JBOp B
HEYPOYHOE BpeMs? — IPO3HO CIIPOCHJ MEHIIIMKOB y CTOpOXa.

— KHs3b 1okanoBai MHe 1IEJKOBBI, — BCXJIUIIbIBAsl, OTBETHII TOT.

— IMoatelit X001, 32 HEJIKOBBIN ThI MPOJAJ CBOETO rocrnoarHa! i, TBOPElKoro Ko Mue!

— 41 3mech, Bala CBeTJIOCTh, — PadOJIeITHO U3rHOasCh, OTBETUI TOJICTBIN, KPYIJIbIA, C JIYHOOO-
pasHbIM JHiioM aBoperikuii Hukanop Caseuu.

— Cropoxka co Bceli ceMbell Ha miocesieHbe! UToOBI 3aBTpa ke ero He OblJI0 Ha MoeM JaBope!

— Byzet ncnonHeHo, Baia CBeTJIOCTb !

— [Ipona:xxHomy xosorny HeT nommazap! — M, cepauto nporoBopus 3TH ¢10Ba, MEHIIMKOB Harpa-
BUJICS K CBOEMY [IBOPLLY.

JIBOpeLKHii Ha MOYTUTETLHOM PACCTOSIHUM CIIE/IOBAJT 32 HUM.

— T'opHuuHyi0 1€BKY ApUIIKY OJETh B IOCKOHHBIN capadaH, BHICTPUYb KOCY U OTIPAaBUTH B
MOIO CUOMPCKYIO BOTUYMHY, B CKOTHUIIBI. .. [IoHS1? — B camMbIX ABEpSIX ABOpIa oOpaTuiicsi MEHIIMKOB
K CBOEMY JIBOPELIKOMY.

— Byzer ncnonHeHo, Baia CBeTJIOCTb !

ITO pacnopsKeHHe KHsI3s1 OTHOCUTETIbHO APHHBI OBUIO BBI3BAHO TeM OOCTOSITENTLCTBOM, UTO
Ha Hee TBOPELIKMI yKa3asl Kak Ha MOCOOHUILY CBUAAHUM KHsIKHBI ¢ JonropykoBeiM. Hukanop Cag-
BUY €llle HaKaHyHE BBICJEIWI, 4TO ApHHA NepeAaja Kakylo-TO 3alHUCKy CTOPOXKY; 9TO MOKa3aloCh
eMy TOJO3PUTEIbHBIM; OH MPOCIESII Ha CIIeIYyIONMi AeHb 32 HEel0 U CTOPOXKEM M, YOeqUBIIKCh,
YTO KHSKHA JIEUCTBUTENILHO HAXOAUTCS HAa CBUJIAHUU C J[J0NTOPYKOBBIM, MOCTICIINIT pa30yIuTh KHS3S
Menmmikosa. Tot criycTusics B cajl, yIOCTOBEPWIICS B CIIPaBEJIMBOCTH JOHOCA IBOPELIKOTO U KPYTO
pacriopsanics Kak ¢ 000MMHU BTIOOJIEHHBIMY, TaK M ¢ TOPHUYHOW Apwuiieit u co cropoxkeM. OH ¢
TAKMM K€ YIOBOJIbCTBHEM TPENNPUHSIT Obl KpailHe KpPyTble Mepbl IPOTHB BO3IOOJIEHHOTO CBOEH
J0YepH, HO 3/1eCh TIPUIIIOCh €My HECKOJIBKO COKPATHThCS — Belb 3TO ObLIT HE CMEp KaKoi-11oo0, a
MPEe/ICTaBUTENh OOraToro 1 BIACTHOTO B TO BpeMsl pojia KHsi3el JonropyKoBbIX.

Kus3p ®enop HoaropykoB ObUT CBIHOM M3BECTHOTO B TO BpeMsl BeIbMOXHM Bacumus Jlykuya.
[MonyuuB xoportiee oOpazoBaHue, OH 10 Bojie ummneparopa [lerpa Benmkoro ObUT 1151 yCOBepIIieH-
CTBOBaHMS B HAyKax B UKCIIE JPYTUX MOJOABIX JBOPSIH OTIPABJIEH «B HEMETUHHY». [IpoOBIB Josroe
BpeMsl 3a rpaHUIIeld, OH BepHYJIcs B Poccrio pa3BUTBIM, 0Opa30BaHHBIM MOJIOZIBIM YeIOBEKOM. B 1O
BpeMsl yxke IapcTBoBasia cynpyra Benukoro Ilerpa, Ekarepuna AnekceeBna. Kusizb Bacummit Jlykuu
coBeToBal ChiHy Penopy CIyKUTh TPH JBOPE, HO HE JIEKAJIO y TOTO Cepiile K MPUABOPHOH CiTyxOe;
OH BBIOpaJI BOGHHOE TIOMPUIIE U CKOPO JOCTYRHJICS JI0 OUIIEPCKOTO YMHA.

Kaxk-to Ha nmpuznBopHOM Oaity kHsa3b Penop yBuaen godepeil MeHIIMKoBa U MOMIOOU cTap-
mryio, Mapuio. OH ctan yacto ObIBaTh CO CBOMM OTLIOM U ouH y MenmmkoBa. Kuasrunas [Japbs
MuixaiiioBHa JIACKOBO BCTpeuasia OJecTSIIero MoJIooro reapaeiiia, ee nodepu Toxe. OcoOeHHO ke
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®enop onropykoB mpousBes BlieYaTJeHUe Ha CTapIiylo, KHsKHY Mapuio, M BCKope OHU 00a TOJIo-
OWIM IpyT Opyra, HO MPO CBOIO JIIOOOBb HUKOMY HE TOBOPHJIH.

Tosnbko onHa KHATUHS MEHIIMKOBA AOTafblBalach U PaloBaIaCh CUaCThIO CBOEH JA0YepH, Tak
Kak KHs3b Penop JonropykoB ObUT )KEHUXOM 3aBUAHBIM: Be/lb OOTaThlid, JPEBHUN U 3HATHBIA PO
JlonropyKOBBIX ObLIT U3BECTEH BCEM.

Kus13p ®enop qyman ObU10 yike MocBaTaThes 3a KHsKHY MapHio, Kak BAPYT OTHOIICHU ST MEXKIY
MEHIIMKOBBIM U €T0 OTLIOM U3MEHWJINCh U CTAJIM HATSHYTBIMU, TaK Kak KHA3b Bacwiuit Jlykuu uem-
TO HE YIOJWJI BCECUJIbBHOMY MeHIMKoBY. Boneil-HeBosiel MoiogoMy KHs310 JoaropykoBy NpHILLIOCH
OTJIOKUTH 1O BPEMEHU CBATOBCTBO.

A TyT nores ciyx, 4ro MeHIIMKOB 3ayMall BBIAATH CBOIO 104b Mapuio 3aMyxk 3a LiecapeBuYa
[lerpa AnekceeBruya M 4TO Ha TO MOCJIEJOBAJIO COIVIACHE CAMOW T'OCYAAPbIHU.

TsKeno 0To3BAIOCHh 9TO U3BECTHE Ha BiII0ONEHHOM KHs13e Penope. OH XOTeN MPOBEPHUTH STOT
CITyX, HO JJIsI 9TOTO eMy He0OXOOMMO ObUIO YBUJIETh KHsDKHY Mapuio.

OpHako npsAMO UATU B JOM K MeHIIMKOBBIM Teriepb JloJropykoB HE MOT — €ro, NOXalyil, U He
npuHsiM O66l. Ho BUAETh CBOIO BO3MIOOIEHHYI0, TOBOPHUTH C HEIO HAJI0 OBLJIO BO YTO ObI TO HU CTAJIO.
U BOT OH, MOAKYNIMB ABOPOBOTO cTOpoka MeHikoBa HUKUTY ¥ TopHUYHYI0 Apuiily, JOOWIICS CBU-
JaHUsI CO CBOEH BO3IIIOOJICHHOM B Cajly TIO3THUM BEUEPOM.

VBol! Bo3moOneHHble ObLTM HAKPHITHI CAMUM KHSI3eM MEHIIMKOBBIM, ¥ MOJIOOMY KHSI3IO
denopy BoJeli-HEeBOJIEH TpUIILIOCH TTpocTuthes ¢ [letepOyprom m exath Ha KaBka3s, Tak Kak OH
XOPOILIO 3HAJI, YTO OKMUIAET OCIYIIHUKOB BOJIM MEHIIMKOBA.

MpayHbIM, € TSKEJIBIM YYBCTBOM BEPHYJICS MOJIOZION YEJIOBEK CO CBUIAHKS B JIOM CBOETO OTIIA;
HECMOTPsI Ha TIO3JJHUH Yac, OH BCTPETUII TaM HECKOJIBKO TOCTeH, CBOMX poanyeit. B kabunere Bacu-
st Jlyknda coOpasiuch moutd Bee JJoMropyKoBsbl, a B Uucie UX U KHs3b Bacummii BrnagumupoBuy
JlonropykoB, yMHEHNIINN YeJIOBEK, YECTHBIM, NPaBIMBBIN; HECMOTPS Ha 3TU pe/IKMe KayecTBa, OH
J0JToe BpeMsi HaXOQUJICS B Orajie, KOTOPYIo, [0 HaroBOpy 3JIbIX JIONeH, 0e3 BCAKOU ero BUHbI, HAJIO-
*ui1 Ha Hero umreparop [erp 1. Korna Benukuii app-ipeoOpazoBaresib ckoHuascs, Bacummii JIykua
TI0T1aJ1 B MUJIOCTh K uMIieparpuie Exkareprne AsekceeBHe, CTall 0JIb30BaThCs PACIIOIOKEHUEM BCe-
CWJIBHOTO BPEMEHILMKA MEeHIIMKOBA 1 TOTYaC ke CTaJl XOAaTalCTBOBATh 32 CBOETO POIMYa — OMNaJjb-
HOTO KHs3s Bacwmmsa Bnagumuposuua. 910 emy ynanock; ¢ Bacunus BrnagumupoBuya Obuta CHATA
ornaJia, 4yacTb OTIHCAHHBIX B Ka3Hy MMEHHUI ObUIa BO3BpalieHa eMy, U eMy ObLIO JI03BOJIEHO KUTh B
[erepOypre.

Bce JonropykoBbl TOOWIM M yBaXald CBOETO YMHOTO M MPAaBIMBOTO Poavya M BO MHOTHX
Cllydasx CIpAIMBAJIY €TI0 COBETA.

U tenepp ®enop HonropykoB oueHb 0OpafoBajics, YBUEB B UMCie TocTell KHs3s Bacunus
BrnamumupoBuya, U pemm ocoBeTOBaThCsS ¢ HUM. BpiOpaB ynoOHBIN MOMEHT, OH 00OpaTUJIcs K CTa-
PUKY:

— T'onyGuuk as7s1, moiieMTe KO MHE B KOMHATY: MHE HaJl0 MHOTOE BaM paccKas3arh.

— Iovinem, ®eop, Mbl TYT JIMIITHUE.

— Yro BB roBOpUTE, Opaterl, Bacummii Bnaguvuposuu? Bel He TUITHAIN, MBI BCeria papl CIIy-
II1aTh Bac, — C JIETKUM YIIPEKOM MPOMOJIBIII KH:3b Bacwmmii JIykuu, oTpeiBasichk oT 6eceipl co CBO-
VMU POJICTBEHHUKAMM, ITOCBSAILIEHHOW KTy4eMy JJIsl HUX BOIIPOCY O BJIMSIHUM IIPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM
aBope, — Beab umneparpuiia Exarepuna [lepBas Oblia mpu cMepT, Ha MPECTON A0TKEH ObUT BCTY-
uThb oTpok Iletp Bropoii, BocriuTarenem KOTOporo coctosiyi ovH u3 JloaropykoBbIX, KHA3b AJleKcen
['puropbeBuy, a OMMKARIIAM €ro APYroM ObLT ChIH MOCIIEAHET0, KHs3b MBaH AnekceeBUY.

OpHako cTapuK B OTBET Ha 3TO MPOU3HEC!

— U, nonuo!.. YTo OT MeHs1, yesoBeKa MpUIILIOro, Y4ykoro 37ech y Bac, B [lutepe, Tonka s
Bac? — a 3aTeM oOpatwics K rieMsHHUKY: — Hy, ®ens, Benu MeHs k cebe. . .
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Kus3p ®enop, ycanus Bacumus Brnagumuposrya B cBoel KOMHATe B MATKOE, YIOOHOE KpecTIo,
pacckaszaj Bce MoxpoOHO MPO CBOIO JIIOOOBb K JOYEPU TMOJHOBJIACTHOTO MEHIIIMKOBA, a TaKKe He
yMOJTYaJI ¥ O TOM, Kak MEHIIIMKOB 3acTaj ero B cagay ¢ Mapuei v 4To MOTOM MTPOHU3OIILIO.

Co BHUMaHMeM BbICTyIman Bacumuii BiaguMupoBud paccka3 cBOero BIIOOJIEHHOTO TUIEMSTH-
HUKa U 3aTe€M CKa3a:

— Inoxo neno, ®ens, mwioxo!.. Tebe Hamo ckopee youparbes u3 [lurepa, a To TeOs caMoro
KakK pa3 yoepyT B KpernocTb, a He TO ¥ B CUOUPH. .. MEHIIMKOB 30J1, MCTUTEJICH U He JTIOOUT, YTOOBI
KTO-IMOO0 CTOSIT emy moriepek noporu. Crmber, pazaasut! Ternepsb ero Bpemsi, €ro BiacTh, XOThb U
HE HaJIONTO.

— Jlsi1s1, BBI TOBOpUTE «HE HAA0JT0»? PazBe MeEHIIIMKOBY UTO yrpoxkaer?..

— Ero nmoru6ens vHemz6exHa. .. U 3Haemb, yto noryout Menmmukosa? Ero coocTBeHHOE UecTo-
moOue, ero HeHachiTHast ropapiHs. Ha Bce cBO mpejiesn mosioxeH, a MeHIIMKOB JalieKo Meperarty.1
yepe3 3ToT npenei. OH BHICOKO MOIHSJICA, U TO3TOMY ero mnajaeHue OyaeT Benukoe. OfHaKo He 3a
MenmmkoBa MHe 00sbHO, Pefist, a 3a TBOETO OTIA U 32 IPYTHX HAIMX POIUYEH: Beb OHU HE CO3HA-
Basl WAYT MO JIOKHOMY IyTH. .. CraBa, moyect, O1eCK — BOT UTO MPEJIbIIAET UX, U PaAU STOTO OHU
OCTaBWJIM UCTUHHBIN MyTh! OHU CTpeMSATCs AOCTUTHYTh BEpIIMHBI BJIACTH, HO, OOIOCh, Kak Obl HE
COPBAThCSl UM C 3TOW BEPIIMHBI.

— Taxk BBI, 1517151, COBETyeTe MHe ye3xkaTh? — cripocut Pengop Jonropykos.

— Ja, u yeM ckopee, TeM Jydiiie!

— Ho Benp 51 mo0imo, ropstuo Mo0o KHKHY Mapuio, ¥ OHa MeHsI TOXe JIIOOUT.

— OcraBsb ckopee 3Ty J1000Bb, Peyiop, MHaUe oHa NOryouT Teds. Benp Th 3Haelb, 10ub MeH-
IIIMKOBA HE HbIHYE 3aBTpa OyneT oObsiBlIeHa HeBecTol 1apeBnya [leTpa. Yero ke Thl ele sKaemib?
Vesxail, moka ecTb Bpemsi, He JyMaid COPOTUBIIATHCS] MEHIIIMKOBY; TOMHHU: OH TOKA eI11e BJIaCTeINH
— MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIH, BCECUIIbHBIN, U OOPOTHCS C HUM — Oe3yMue.

— Mubiid, [OOpBIA 5751, KaK MHE HUA OOJIbHO W HU TSIKEJNO, s TIOC/Ie/lylo BalieMy coBeTty. S
yelny, Cerofits ke yesmy.

— Jla, na, TOpOIUCh.

Mornonoii kHs3p Penop [JonropykoB B TOT ke jaeHb yexan Ha KaBka3. OH NpuHYXIEH ObLT
cliesiaTh 3T0, MHaYe eMy He MUHOBATh ObI OOJIBITION Oe/Ibl.

A crycTsi HECKOJIBKO JIHEH MOCIIe 9TOro cTapiasi 40ub MEHIIMKOBa, 3TOro «OaToBHS CYbObI»,
ObL1a 00BbsIBJIEHa HAPEUSHHOIO HEBECTOM HAC/eTHUKa pyccKoro mpecrona [lerpa AnekceeBnua, aBe-
HaIaTHJIETHETO OTPOKA.

Bectb 0 TOM, uTO 10ub MEHIIMKOBA HE HBIHYE 3aBTpa OyAeT LIAPUIICIO PYCCKOM 3eMJIH, TIOBEepIJia
B y’Kac BParoB 1 HeloOpoxenartesieil MeHIMKOBa, KOTOPBIX y Hero ObLIo Oosbinoe nzoouue. [Ipotus
HEro COCTAaBWJICS 3ar0BOP, B KoTopblid Bouun Toncroi, Bytypnun, rpad desuep, CkopHsikoB-Iluca-
peB, Anekcanap JIbBoBuu HapwimkuH, kHs3b MiBan AnekceeBud [lonropykoB (moOumerr 1japeBnya
[lerpa), renepan AHnpert Y1akoB v Jpyrue, K HUIM MPUMKHYJ U repuor ['oauTHHCKUi.

Lenpio 3aroBopa ObLIO BO YTO ObI TO HH CTAJIO MOMENIaTh OPaKy BETMKOTO KHSI3SI C I0YEPhIO
MeHmmKoBa. 3aroBOPIIUKY TyMaJl, MO MTPEAJIOroM BOCIIMTAHUS, CIIPOBAIUTh BEJTMKOTO KHS3S 32
TpaHUIly, 2 TEM BpeMEHEM CKJIOHUTh uMmneparpully ExarepuHy Ha3HAUMTh HACJEOHUIIEH MPecTosa
necapeBHy Enmmzasety. OgHako 3aroBop ObLT OTKPBIT, M 3aTOBOPIIMKOB MOCTUIIIO CTPOrOe HaKa3aHHUe.
JleBuepa, mocie MbITKM BBIJABIIETO COYYaCTHUKOB, M TOJICTOTO JIMIIMAIMA JABOPSHCTBA U MMEHHUN U
3ateM cocnanu: nepBoro — B Cudupb, Broporo — B ConoBku; CkopHsikoBa-ITrcapeBa, JIMIIUB YMHOB,
IBOPSIHCTBA M UMYIIIECTBA U HAKa3aB KHYTOM, OTHPABIJIM Takke B CChUIKY; Hapwimkuna u Bytyp-
JIMHA, JIWIIMB YMHOB, MOCIANM Ha Oe3BBIE3/IHOE JKUThE B AepeBHIO; JloaropykoBa M YiakoBa, Kak
MeHee BUHOBHBIX, TOHU3KIM YMHAMU U OTIPEJEIIUIINA B TIOJIEBBIE MTOJIKH.

lonmmTrHCKOMY repriory Bosiei-HeBoJIer MPHUIUIOCh COUTUCH ¢ MEHITMKOBBIM, KOTOPBIA B TO
BpeMsl ObLT IMOYTH TIOJTHOMPABHBIM TPABUTEJIEM rOCYJapcTBa, MOTOMY uTo uMrieparpuiia Exarepuna
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HaxXoOaunJ1acCb HpI/I IIOCJIEAHEM [bIXaHUU, a BerOBHbIﬁ COBCET, COCTOHBH.[I/IIZ 13 BCJIbBMOX rocynapCTBa,
nenajl Bce, 4ero xoresa MeHIIUKOB.

IV

W3Bectue o kape, HaJokeHHOM Ha KHs13s1 MBaHa JlonropykoBa, riyO0Ko MOpasuiio IiecapeBrya
[lerpa AnekceeBnya. LlapeBuuy B TO BpeMsi UCIIOIHWIOCH TOJBKO ABEHAIIATH JIET, HO OH Ka3aJics
crapite cBoero Bo3pacta. [1oHbIi, CTpOWHBIA, BBICOKOTO POCTA, C JIMIIOM 5KEHCTBEHHO-OEJIbIM, C Ipe-
KPacHBIMH TOJIyOBIMH TJIa3aMU, OH ObLJT OYeHb KPACHB M MpHBJeKaresaeH. OOBYHO 3TO ObLT KUBOM,
BeceJIblii MaJIbYMK, HO B TOCTIE/IHEE BpeMs Ka3asicsi OCOOSHHO MeYaIbHBIM.

— Tsl roBopuIIIb, Bans, Ham Ha/10 paccTaThes? — ¢ TIyOOKMM B3JJ0XOM IPOU3HEC OH, 0Opaiiasich
K KH:310 JJoNrOpyKOBY, TIOCETHBIIIEMY €r0 Ha ero MOJIOBHHE BO JIBOPIIE.

— HeobGxomumo, niapeud! MeHs1, 1o Bosie hesibaMapiiaia, nepepoast u3 [lerepOypra.

— U Bce 310 KHA3b MenmmkoB? On? [[a? Ix, 37101 OH, HeJOOPHIN. .. $1 MOy K HEMY M CTaHy
MIPOCUTD, YTOOBI T€OsI OCTABUII CO MHOIO.

— W ne nmpocu, napesuu!.. Huyero He BbIpOCHIIb, OOJIbIIE TOIBKO O3JI00UIIID €To.

— Bans, npuger xe To Bpems, Korga si Oyay NMpuUKa3biBaTh MEHIIMKOBY, a HE IPOCUTDb ero?
Byner e korga-HUOYIb KOHEIl ero BJIaCTONIOONIO U cuiie?

— Byner, napeBuy, OyaeT, TOJIBKO HA/I0 BBDKJATH BPEMS.

— Korna s Oyay napem, Torza He 1aM BIacTBOBaTh MEHIIIMKOBY.

— Tuine, napesuy, tuiie! Y MeHImkoBa Be3/ie €CTh YIIIU U IJ1a3a.

— 4 — HacnemHUK mipectona 1 MeHIMKoBa He OOKICh, — C IIAPCTBEHHBIM JIOCTOMHCTBOM IPO-
rosopu [lerp.

— Tebe u He cnesr 0OATLCH €r0, HO CO MHOIO OH BCE MOXKET CIIEJIATh. . .

— Tb1 1 mpencTaBuUTh cede He MOKEIIIb, KaK s He JIIoOMo MeHIMKOBa 1 ero Jouepyu Mapum.

— A kHsxkHA Mapus oObsIBJIeHa TBOSH HEBECTOM, IIAPEBUY.

— Kakas ona most HeBecta? OHa crapiiie MeHsl. 9T0 MEHIIMKOB U roCyJapbiHs-0a0yIIKa 3a1y-
MaJTi )KeHUTh MeHsI Ha Hell. Ho skeHUThCsl Ha KHskHe Mapuu st He Mory; Belb 51 He Joomo ee. Bot
BBI3JIOpOBEET 0alyIlKa, sl TaK M €l CKaxy. 3Halo, YTO TOCYAapblHs HEBOJIUTh MEHsI He Oyner, OHa
noGpast, Mmuiasi... A Belb y MeHs ecTh apyrast 6abymka? — mocje HeKOTOPOro pa3ayMbsi CIIPOCHIT
Ilerp y Honropykosa.

— Ectp, napesuu.

—I'ne xe ona?

— laneko, B MOHACTBIPE. .. — YKJIOHYMBO OTBETUJI IAPEBUUY MOJIOJION KHSI3b.

— Kaxercs, 3Bathb ee Enenoii?

— Ja, napeBuy, a npesxae 38au EBnokueit Pe1opoBHON.

— Kak xe ona B MoHacteipe ouytmiack? 3auem? Lapuna — u B MoHacTeipe? Bce 310 Kak-TO
CTpaHHO. A Jie]T MO¥, IOKOWHBIA UMIIepaTop, KEHUJICS Ha JPYrol — Ha TeTriepeliHel Moei OadyIike.
Bcee 310 11 MeHs HenoHATHO. { cnipammBan y AHapes VBaHOBMYA, ¥ BOT YTO OH OTBETWJI MHE:
«Korga Bepactere moGosblie, apeBry, BCe caMu y3HaeTe». A s Xody ceiiuac 3HaTh. YTO 3TO 32
TAMHCTBEHHOCTH?.. BaHs1, ThI He 3HACIIIH JIM YEero-JIM00 OTHOCUTENILHO Moel 0a0ymiku EneHsi?

— Her, 51 Hu4ero, HI4Yero He 3HaI0, HUYETO. .. — YKJIOHWIICS JJONTOPYKOB OT PSIMOTO OTBETa Ha
TaKOU OIAcHBIN 1O TOMY BpeMeHu Borpoc. — Ho mpoctu, napesud!.. Xpanu 1eds Bor, a MHe niopa.
M He noexait Obl, 1a BEJIAT.

— Bans, ne e3nu, rony6uuk! §1 ynponry MeHImKkoBa, oH Tebst OCTaBUT, — Haval ObLIO Liecape-
BUY, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY OBICTPO BOIIIEJ ero BocnuTaresib OctepMaH v JpOKaIlM roJI0COM,
CO CJIE3aMM Ha [JIa3aX IPOroBOPKITL:

— Lecapesuy, cinenyiite 3a MHOIO. Ee nMmneparopckoe BesinuectBo Exkatepuna AJiekceeBHA KOH-
YaeTcsl.
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[Tpu 3TOM M3BECTHMM LIAPCTBEHHBIN OTPOK MU3MEHWIICA B JIMIIE M Ha I71a3aX y HEro MosiBUINChH
cie3sl. OH MoiTya, B conpoBoskaeHr Octepmana M KHsa3s1 ViBana JlonropykoBa, HarpaBHJICS BO BHYT-
PEHHHUE anapTaMeHThbl UMIIEPATPHULIBI, OJHAKO YKE HE 3aCTall €€ B KUBBIX: OHa 6 Mas 1727 roga TUXO
CKOHYAJIach.

B nBepsix KOMHaThI, I1ie CKOHYAJIACh TOCYJapbiHs, llecapeBUYa BCTPETHIT MEHIIMKOB; OH ObLT
OrezieH, M ero rojioc Apoxal, KOraa OH MPOU3HEC:

— Nmneparpunia Ekareprna AnekceeBHa B 603e nounia. CornacHo Bojie MOYMBIIEN UMITepa-
TPULIBI, a TAKKE YWIEHOB BEPXOBHOI'O TAiTHOTO COBETA, BbI, Ballle UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEINYECTBO, 3aliMeTe
npectoi Hapeu pycckux. IlpusercrByio nmmneparopa Ilerpa Broporo! — npeksionss koneHu nepen
CBIHOM 3JI0CYaCTHOTO LapeBrya Asiekces IlerpoBuya, rpoMKo rnpousHec KHA3b MEHIIMKOB.

I'poMKoOe 1 eMUHOMYIITHOE «ypa» Pa3laioch B IIAPCKUX YepTOrax.

MeHIIMKOB B3$1J1 UMIIEPAaTOpa-OTPOKA 32 PYKY U BBIBEJ €10 B OOJIBIIION 3471, Tie COOPaTUCH BBIC-
11ee lyXOBEHCTBO, CEHATOPbl, FEHEPATIUTET U IPUABOPHBIE YUMHBI, M IPEACTABUI UM IOHOTO rOCyapsl.

— [Nonoiiau, rocynape, K OKHY U IOKaXu ceOsl COJiIaTaM U HapojLy, — TUXO OOPATUJICS OH 3aTeM
Kk [leTpy, mokaspiBast eMy Ha OTPOMHOE OKHO.

Ha nutommaim okosto 1Boplia CTosiiv BOMCKa M MHOKECTBO Hapoza. Vimneparop-oTpok MoaoLesn
K OKHY M C MUJIOH YJIBIOKOM CTaJl KJIaHSAThCS COJIaTaM M HapOmy.

Paznmanock ormymmrensHOe U IONTO HE CMOJIKaBIee «ypa». KOHbIA rocygaph ObUT B3BOJIHO-
BaH — 9TU TOP;KECTBEHHbIE MUHYThI, CBU/IETEIbCTBOBABIINE O BO3BEIEHUU €T0 Ha BEPLIMHY BBICILIEH,
JOCTYITHOW YeJIOBEKY Ha 3eMJIE BJIACTH, CMYTHJIM OTPOKA.

— Bpar!.. [lerpyma... Munblid!.. — pazgancs no3zaay rocygapsi HpUSATHBII TOJIOC €ro CECTpbl,
BEJIMKOW KHsIKHBI Hatameu AsiekceeBHBI, KOTOpas Oblla Ha [IBa Tofia CTapille CBOErO BEHIIEHOCHOTO
Opara.

— Harama. .. munas. ..

INeTp Kpenko OOHsLT CBOIO CECTPY; OH ObLT B3BOJIHOBAH, Ha €r0 IIa3aX BUHEIUCH CJIE3bl.

— To1, Ilerpyma, Teneps — rocyaapb Haja Bcelo Pycbio. Ha Tebe ekt Bearkas OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb... Tebe Tskesno Oy/eT ypaBJisiTh TOCYIaPCTBOM.

— Mue Bor nomosxeT, cecTpuiia, y MeHs1 OyIyT OINBITHbIE PyKOBOJUTEIH Y TIOMOITHUKH.

— IlepBbIM BamM pyKOBOAMTEIEM M IIOMOITHUKOM, TOCYaph, Oyay s, — BCIYIIMBAsICh B pa3-
TOBOD, MPOUCXOMBIINIA MeX 1y OpaToM U CECTpPOI0, CAMOYBEPEHHO MPOTrOBOPH MEHIIIUKOB.

— Bel, kHs3b? — ObICTpO cripocut TleTp, crapasich CKpbITh CBOE HEYIOBOJIBCTBHE.

— Jla, Bare BeMYECTBO, HA TO OBLIO KeJIaHWe TIOKOWHOW UMITePaTPHUIIBL.

— Xopo1o, KH3b. .. 4... f... IOCTapaloch BBIIOIHUTD 3TO KkenaHue. [loinem, cectpa, MokJo-
HUTHCS TeJTy Halllel MOKOWHOHN 0a0yIIKU-UMITepaTpUIbl.

Nmneparop-oTpok, TPOroBOpYB 3TH CJI0BA, BOLLEJ C CECTPOI B KOMHATY, IJIe CKOHYAJIaCh IoCy-
JApbIHS, U IPEKJIOHM KOJIEHO MpeJl ee TeJioM. Bennkas KHsKHa MociiejoBaja ero mpumMepy.

Bce, yero xaxaan MeHIIUKOB, Teriepb ObUTO JOCTUTHYTO. OH CTasl YyTh HE MOJTHOBIACTHBIM
BJIACTEJIMHOM Hajl Beelo Pychio, pereHToM rocygapcrsa. BepxoBHBIN TaliHBIN COBET HE OrpaHUYMBAJI
ero BiacTu. YieHsl coBeTa OECIpeKOCIOBHO JIeJaii TO, YTO XOTel MEHIIMKOB, U rope ObLIo TOMY,
KTO B 4eM-JI00 He cornamaics ¢ HuM. Ero ciioBo, ero nocianue ObU10 11 BCEX 3aKOHOM.

Cpazy ke 1o KOHYMHE UMIepaTpulbl MEeHIIMKOB MOKa3ajl CBOIO BJIACTh, U HEKOTOPbIE pPOJO-
BUTBIC BEJIbBMOKH MPUHYKAEHBI ObLTM TIOKMHYTh HE TOJIBKO JBOpP, HO U [letepOypr. Ipexnae Bcero
MeHmmkoB nocrapajics otaaiuTe oT uMieparopa [lerpa I [JosropykoBbixX U JJIst 3TOro U3 IBopua
repeBe3 I0HOTO UMIIEpaTopa B CBOM HOBBIM POCKOIIIHBIN JIOM.

[Merp ne mo6w1 MenmukoBa. [la 1 Mor Jin OH JTIOOUTH YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBI Hajie al Tak MHOTO
3J1a €ro IOKOMHOMY OTITY, IlapeBruy Ajiekcero? C 6oibioi HeoxoTou exai [1eTp B JoM BpeMeHIIHKa.

— Ax, Harama, kak B CCbUIKY UAy 51 B JOM MEHIIIMKOBAa, HEHABUCTEH OH MHE, J1a U JIOM €ro, 1
ero J04b, MOS1 HEBECTA, TAK K€ HEHABUCTHBI, — TUXO CKa3aJl OH, pacCTaBasiCh C CECTPOM.

— A exartsb Tebe, [leta, Hano.
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— Ha, Hamo... Ho g ckopo, Harama, cHOBa BEpHYCh BO [IBOPELl, TOJIBKO YK€ HE TaKHUM, Kak
Tenephb ye3xkaio U3 ABOpLa, — 3HAYUTEJILHO MIOCMOTPEB Ha CECTPY, IPOTrOBOPHII UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK U
KPETKo OOHsLI ee.

— [loenemre, rocynaps, Bce roToBO, — TOpornii MenmmkoB Ilerpa. — B Mmoem nome, rocynape,
BaM CKy4HO He OyneT. f u Mosi ceMbsi TocTapaeMcsi JOCTaBUTh BaM BCSIKOE YIOBOJBLCTBUE. MBI Bce
TaK Bac JIIOOUM, a B OCOOEHHOCTH MOSI CTapIliast 104b.

— Bo1 mymaete? — ObicTpo cripocu [letp y MeHimukoBa.

— 41 yBepeH, rocynaps.

MeHIMKOB BUJEJ U CO3HABaJ, UTO €ro 104b Mapus He HpaBUTCS rocy1apio, HO 3TO HE MelIajio
€My HaJesThCsl, YTO OH CTaHET TeCTEM MMIIepaTopa.

«Torna s 6yny Ha BeicoTe Besmmumsi. O, Toraa Bce MOM Bparu OyayT TpereTars Mpeao MHOI, U
BJIaCTh MosI OyfieT Tora HeoTbemsiema! 51 — rects ummneparopa. M Bo 4to Obl TO HU CTANIO 51 IOCTUTHY
3TOro» — TaK pa3AyMbIBaJl MEHIIIMKOB JOPOIol0, CU/Isl B POCKOLIHOM KapeTe, psAAoM ¢ UMIIEpaTopoM
IlerpoM, KOTOpPOro OH BE3 B CBOI JOM.

VBoi! Ero Bparu, Bo 1j1aBe KOTOpbIX cTOsui JL0rOpyKOBBI, HE IpeMasid U JEesITeJIbHO MOJro-
TOBJISUTH CIIOCOOBI K cBepkeHuio ero. IlyTh mis aToro y Hux Obul — KHs3b MBan Jlonropykos, K
kotopomy Ilerp II ObuT Upe3BBIUAHO MPUBsA3aH. XOTS UMIIEpaTop U ObUT BPEMEHHO pasiydeH Co
CBOMM JIIOOMMIIEM, HO JIONTOPYKOBBI HE TEPSITM HA/IEKAbl HA TO, YTO OH HACTOMT Ha BO3BPAIIEHUU
K ceOe KHs3s1 VIBaHa AnekceeBuYa, a TOrJa BHOBb SIBUTCS JJIs HUX BO3MOXHOCTb BO3JEHUCTBOBATh
Ha MOHApXa-OTPOKa B XKeJIATEIbHOM ISl HUX HAIIPABJICHUU U HAKOHEII JOOUTHCSI HU3BEPXKEHUSI BCe-
cWIbHOTO AJiekcaHpa [Janunosuya.

\Y

— YT0 3TO, KHSIKWY, THI HE BECEJI, YTO CBOK OYIHHYIO TOJIOBYIIKY TIOBECHJI? — BECEJIO TIPOTrOBO-
pwi JleByiika XparyHoB, IOAXOIs K CBOEMY 3aAyllIeBHOMY npusAremo, MiBany Anekceesnuy Jlomnro-
PYKOBY, CHJICBILIEMY 3a CTOJIOM B TaBEPHE, YTO HAXOAMUJIACHh HA «IIPOCTIEKTe», O3 peku Hesbl.

Ora TaBepHa HaszbiBalach «Por m3o0mmms», u ee cogepxkan Hemenl Kapn [lummvepman. OnHa B
TO BpeMsI UTpajia HEMAJIOBAKHYIO pOJib: B Hee C LIEJIbI0 KyTesKel coOnpastach BCsl 3HaTHASI MOJIONEKb,
a takxe 1 opunepsl. Kapia LHlummepman ymen norpaduissite CBOMM BBICOKOPOAHBIM T'OCTSIM, U 30JI0TO
13 KapMaHOB TOCTeH, MocenaBMx «Por n300umsi», nepexoanio B O0JIbIIMe KapMaHbl yTOJJTUBOTO
HeMIIa.

Mormnonon kHs3b MiBan JlonropykoB yacto ObiBai y [luMMepmaHa B TaBepHE W OCTABJIST TaM
MHOTO JIEHET CO CBOMM ToBapHieM, opuriepom [IpeodpaxkeHCKoro nojika XpamyHOBBIM.

— A, JleBy1ka, 310poBO! — NofiHMMAs TOJIOBY M pajlysICh IPUXOLY TOBApUILA, IPOMOJIBIII OH.

— Hla c gero Tbl, MBaHy1lIKa, rOJIOBY-TO CBOIO OMYCTHJI? — NEPECHPOCKI y TOBapHIlia opuLep
JleBymika XpanyHoB. — C MeHIIMKOBBIM He MOJIa g1, 4To Ju?

— Yro Mennmkos? He crpaiiien o Mue, Jlepa!

— Tw1 mpaBay roBopuiib, MBanyiika, 6ostbess MeHmmkoBa tede He ciea. [Ipotus Hero y Te0s
€CTh 3alIUTHUK MMOCHIIbHEN U MOTYIIIeCTBeHHee MEeHIIMKOBA.

— Tel ipo Tocynapst ropopuis? Tak 10 HEro MeHs Tereph He JOMycKaloT. MeHIIMKOB K cebe
yBe3 rocy/iapsi U CTepeskeT ero, Kak uepoep. Hy na aBock He Hagonro. [leTp-To AnekceeBUd CHIIBHO
MeHsI JTIOOUT U, HABEPHO, CKOPO MpU30BeT K cede! [la u BIpsMb, KTO JIydllle MEHsI ero MOBECEUTh
1a 1o3abaBUTh MOXET! DX, CKOpel Obl 9TO CIyIUIOCh! Yk rmocMeeMcst MbI TOT/Ia HaJl AJICKCAITKOM |

— Tume, MBanyika, 4yro Tl Kpuumiiib? ¥ MeHIIMKOBa Be3/€ €CTh YUIM U IJ1a3a.

— Jlaii TONBKO MOAPACTH UMIIEPATOPY, OH 0OPYOUT Y MEHIIMKOBA JOJITHE YIIIU W BBIKOJIET €T0
HE B Mepy 30pKHe IJ1a3a.

— Ox, MBanymika, ¢ TOOOH Kak pa3 HaxuBelb Oeny Hemamylo. Tebe xopoiio: y Te0s1, TOBOpIO,
€CTh 3acTyma. A 3a MeHs KTO 3acTynurcs?
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— A g-to? 3abbut mpo MeHs? MeHIIMKOBY XOTeJoCh yciaaTh MeHs u3 [lutepa Kynma-HUOyab
ToJIaJIbIlIe, 12 HE TIPUIILIOCh.

— Nmneparop 3actynusics 3a 1eds?

— Ha! MeHmmMKOB 3aaymai KeHUTh TocyIapsi Ha CBOEW JOYepHu, HO 3TO eMy He MpuaeTcs, —
MOCMaTpPUBAast U3 MPEAOCTOPOKHOCTH MO CTOPOHAM, TUXO MPOrOBOPMII KHsI3b VIBaH.

— Kak ne npunercs? [la Benp kHskHa Mapust AsleKcaHIpOBHA yke 0ObsIBIIEHA HEBECTOM ToCy-
aapsi.

— Yro xe u3 toro? Tonbko oObsiBIIeHA. A Bellb U B CaMblil IEBUYHUK YaCcTO CBAIbOBI Pacxo-
ASTCA.

— 3Haemb, MBaHymika, jydiie ocTaBUM Ipo TO roBoputh. He Mecto u He BpeMs. Tol syurtie
CKaX¥ MHE IPUYMHY CBOEH MeYaIH.

— Yro roBoputs! Tbl MoeMy ropio, JleByika, He TOMOXKEIIb.

— A k10 3HaeT? Moxer ObITh, 1 TIOMOTY. ThI TONBKO CKaXHW... Beap 3Haelb, 4To s 1is TeOs
BIPBI3T PacIIOyCh.

— Cnacub6o, cacu6o, Jlepymika. .. Ciyimai. .. BmoOIeH 1. ..

— Tak ¢ Toro u Tockyenib? D10 Ha TeOs1 HE TIOXOIUT.

— A TBI CIIPOCH, TOBAPHIII, B KOTO $I BIIOOIEH-TO?

— B koro, B koro?

— B rpa¢unio Illepemeresy.

— Heyxenu Haranpio Boprcosny nomo6un? [la kak sto Te0s1 yropasnuno?.. I'pacduns Haranbs
BopucosHa He 1o Tebe. . .

— 3Haio, JleBymika, 31aio! He croio s ee. OHa cBdtas, a s... Hy 4ro s npotuB Hee?.. beciia-
OaIlHBIIA TYJISIKA.

— la pacckaxu, MIBaHyIIka, Kak 3TO CJIy4MJIOCH?

— VYBupan s rpagunio Haransio, 1 oHa ayiry Moo o3apwia. Buian 1e, JleByika, Korga-HAOYIb
Hatanbio Bopucosny?

— Pa3 tonbpKo BUIEIL.

— Hy, ny, uro? Kakoii ona Tebe noka3zaach?

— Tonbko u Mory ckazatb TeOe, Banyika: kpacorta rpadunn Haranen BopucoBHbI Kakas-To
oco0ag, He 4JeJioBedecKas.

— Nmenno, umenHo... Cawm s, JleByiika, CO3Halo, 4TO JTOOUTH TaKylo JEBYIIKY MHE HE CIe/l.
Ona BeilIe JOOBH, 11... s1 HE CMelo JIoOuTh rpaduaio Hatamnbio u Bee ke mooIo ee.

— IlocBaraiics.

— Yo T8I, uyTO THI! Kakoi s xenux? Jla rpaduns 3a MeHs u He noizieT. Eil Bce Mou «xynoxe-
CTBa» U3BECTHBI, U CMOTPUT OHA HA MEHS Kak Ha OecradaniHoro mponomily U KyTUmy.

— Yro e Thl HAMEpEeH Jenarh? — CIpOoCchl X ParyHoB.

— IIuTh, TyNATH — MOXET, B pa3ryJIbHON JKU3HU s 103a0y/y CBOIO JIIOOOBb U B MbSHCTBE HANTY
ce0e yTexy, — C TSKEJIBIM B3/I0XOM OTBETWJI TOBAPHIITY KHs3b VBaH.

— 39X, cepneunbiii Moii! JKab MHe TeOs1, a MOMOYb TeOe MHE HEUeM.

— U ue Hamo, JleByIika, mpeocTaBb MeHsI MOel cyap0e. A ecThb y MeHs TPeuyBCTBHE, YTO
cyapOa 1o JoOpa MeHs He JIoBeIeT.

— Ionno, MBanymika, He neHs1i Ha cyabOy. OHa Tebst OasyeT, U cyacTbe YIbIOHeTCs Teoe.

—9x, JleBymika, cuactbe MOe HerpouHoO. EcTb y MeHs npusTesnu, a 6oblile TOro — HeIpyroB, U
ciia Ha ux ctopoHe. Hy 1a v To MONBUTB, He OOIOCh 51 MX, He 0010ch. §1 Bceld Iyniol o0 rocyaaps
1 JI0 TpoOa — ero ciiyra BepHbIA U NipeilaHHbId. Kak HU cuJIeH, KaK HM MOTYIIECTBEH CBETJICHIIINIA
KHSI3b MEHINMKOB, 3a0paTh B pyKH LAPCTBEHHOTO OTPOKA 51 He J1aM! — TBEPbIM rOJIOCOM IIPOTOBOPHUIT
NBan [Jonropykos.

— Tume, MBany1ka, TrIe! — MCIyraHHO MPOMOJIBUJI €r0 COOECEHUK. — 32 HAMU CIIEJIAT.

— Kto0, KTO?
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— OrnsiHUCh Ha3a/ ¥ YBUIWLID.

JlonropykoB ObICTpO 0OEpHYJICS U YBHIAT KAKOTO-TO 3aKyTAaHHOTO B IUIAIIl YeI0BEeKa B HaXJIO-
Oy4YEeHHOH TpEeyroJiKe, 3aKphIBABILICH MTOJIOBHHY €r0 JIUIIA.

— Bunguie? — Thxo cripocuit y Jonropykosa XpamnyHoB.

— Buky... k1O 3107

— Cekperapp MeH1mkoBa, 3103uH; 51 y3Hai ero. beaa, eciu oH noaciyian Hau pasrosop!

— A 910 1 ceituac y3Hao! — W JloNropyKoB HarpaBuiIcs K CTOJY, 32 KOTOPBIM CHJIEN JIMYHBIA
cekperapb MeHIMKoBa, 3103UH, JYIION U TEJIOM NpeJaHHblil emy. — [lociyimaiTe, BbI. .. TOCHOAUH
¢uckan, 3a 61aro a0 BaM COBET: MepecsAabTe 3a PYroi CToM, He TO ObITh Tebe OMTOMY, — TPOMKO
Y YIpOXKaIOUIMM TOHOM IIPOMOJIBUJI €My MOJIOOW KHSI3b.

— Kro pgan teGe mpaBo, rocrionuH oguiep, HAHOCUTh MHE OCKOpOIeHHe? — THXO CIPOCHIT
3103UH, MEHAACH B JIULIE.

— B moux crioBax ockopOnieHusi He BUJHO, a YTO s Ha3BaJl TeOs (PUCKATIOM, TaK 3Ty KIMYKY
THI BIIOJIHE 3aCITYKUIL. . .

— Thl... THI, KHSI3b, OTBETHUIIIH 32 MEHSI.

— Moxert ObITb. A 9TOOBI YK 3a0/THO OTBEUaTh, s, KCTaTH, MOKOJIOUy Tebs. .. BoH, KparnuBHOe
cemsi! — rPO3HO KPUKHYJ Ha 31031MHA KHsI3b VIBaH, 3aMaxuBasich Ha HEro.

JInunbii cekperapb MeHIIMKOBa Touel 3a 0Jaro peTupoBaThCs MPU IPOMKOM XOXOTE BCEX
HaXOJIMBIIMXCS B TABEPHE.

ITO NpoucIIecTBUE C 3103UHBIM HE IIPOILLIO AApOoM HU Jyisl KH:34 MBana [lonropykoBa, HU 151
ero npusTesst XparyHoBa. [ HeB MeHImKkoBa oOpyImics Ha HUX 000UX, B OCOOEHHOCTH Ha OeTHOTO
JleBymiky. HecMOTpst Ha TO 4TO OH B OCKOpOJIeHrH 31031Ha He ObLT BHHOBEH, €ro, 10 TTPUKa3y desib-
Mapuiaja MeHIuMKoBa, ocaiuiv «Ioj CTPOrMi Kapay/» npu nojiky. Yro kacaercs Jlonropykosa,
TO OH OB JIIOOUMIIEM UMIIepaTopa, a MoToMy MEeHIIMKOB BOJICH-HEBOJIEH MPUHYK/IEH ObUT 1A UTh
CBOEro Bpara. 3a ckaHjaJl B TaBepHe JloJropykoB MOIUIATUJICS TOJIBKO TpeMs JHSMH apecTa, HO 3a
3TOT apecT ene osee Bo3HeHaBH e MeHIIMKOBa U BMECTE CO CBOMMU MMEHUTHIMUA POAMYAMU CTA
BCEMU CUJIaMH CTapaThesi pacctpouth Opak Iletpa Il ¢ moyepbio MeHmmkoBa.

Nmnieparop-oTpok Tak npussaszaics k Visany JJoaropykoBy, 4Tto He XOTeN pas3ilydaTbCs ¢ HUM U
TpeOoBas, YTOOBI TOT BCETAa HAXOMUIICS TIPU HeM. DTO UCTIONHSIOCH, KHA3b VIBaH proOpest orpom-
HOE BJIMSIHUE Ha TOCYAapsi, U MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN MEHIITMKOB ObLT €My Terlepb HUCKOJIBKO He CTpaIlleH.

I[etp Bce Goee u Gosnee cTall OXJIaIeBaTh K CRBOEMY MepBeIleMy MUHUCTPY U PETeHTY, BCIIe/I-
CTBME Y€ro MOr'yliecTBO MeHIMKoBa NomarHyiock. B nep:xasHom orpoke Ilerpe II cran nmpoceeun-
BaTh HPAaB €r0 BEJIMKOTO Jiefa: OH TpeOoBa OECIPEKOCIOBHOTO UCTIONHEHUsI CBOMX MPUKA3aHUH, He
MOOWJI HUKAKUX BO3PAXKEHUH.

[Nerpy He HpaBUIOCH TpeObIBaHME B JToMe MEHIIIMKOBA, U OH C HETEpIEHNEM KAaj TOro JHS,
KOTrJja eMy MOXHO Oy/IeT BbleXaTh B JIETHIOIO pe3u/IeHIInIo, TO ecTb B [leteprod, rae muist Hero otre-
JIbIBAJIY JIBOpELL.

K cBoeii HeBecte [leTp Toke He OIArOBOIMII M HE CTapaJicsl CKpbIBaTh 3T0. OH 110 LeJbIM Hele-
JISIM He BUIAJICS CO CBOSH HEBECTOM M BCSIUECKHU M30erajl BCTped ¢ Helo.

Kusxaa Mapus 1 pexe MaJio Bepuiia, 4To Tocynapb JKEHUTCS Ha Hel, a Terepsb elne Oosee
COMHEBAJIaCh B 3TOM, BUJISI, YTO OTHOIIEHHS MEX/Y €€ YeCTOIOOMBBIM OTIIOM U JeP’KABHBIM KEHH-
XOM 0OOCTPUJIHCH.

— Marymka, HAKOr/Ia, HUKOT/Ia MHE He OBITh KEHOI0 rocyiapsi! — cKaszaja OHa OTHA/IbI
Matep. — OH CMOTpPETb Ha MEHsI He XOueT, U30eraeT Jaxke BCTPEeYaThCsi CO MHOIO.

— Buxky, muiiasi, cama co3Haro, — ¢ IyOOKMM B30X0oM oTBeTusa [laphs MuxaitioBHa. — 3HaTh,
Bce 3aTeu Harero JlaHnibraa okoHYaTcss HUIem !

— A g HHUCKOJIBKO He coxasieto 00 3toM. Hy kakas s napumia?.. Benb Bo MHE IapCTBEHHOTO
HHUYEro Her. $1 miavych TOMBKO Ha CBOIO CYAbOY 3JI0CUACTHYIO, KOTOpasl pa3iydnia MeHs C MIJIBIM
cepany... bou1 y mens xkenux, rpad Carera, — ero otHsi y MeHs. [lomoOwmia s kHs3s Penopa
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Honropykosa, Aymajia HATH C HUM CYaCThe B CYIIPYKECTBE — M C HUM MeHs pasiayuuu. U Bce orell. ..
BCE MOM HECYaCThsl Yyepe3 Hero! — co cie3aMu nporopopuiia KHskHa Mapust. — U 3aueM oH cyacTbe
Moe pa3ouBaert, 3aueM? [loiimu, MaTyIIKa, Beib MOe MOJIOKeHHe y:kacHO! MeHs oTel] HaBsI3bIBaeT
rocyzapio, KOTOpbIii He TOJIbKO MEHs He JIIOOWT, HO JJake CMOTPeTh He xouer. M nemaer 31o orent
HE U3-3a JIOOBU KO MHE, HET, a JIUIIb JUIs CBOETO TINECTaBus, AJIs CBOEr0o OOJIBIIIOr0 MOTYIIECTBA.
Nmnieparop — 351Th. .. EcTb yem noxBanuTbesi!

— Ox, Mamiennka, munasi! M cama s 3Haio, cama Bce BUKY, HO UTO ke 51 mojienaio ¢ JJaHuisi-
yeM? MouX CJIOB OH U CiTyliaTh He Xo4eT. Ocliern OH, He BUJIUT, YTO OKOJIO Hero rpo3Hasi Ty4a coOu-
paercs... Bparamu oH OKpykeH cO BCeX CTOPOH, CaM I'MOHET | IPYTHX B MOrudesb TssHeT. Bac, netok
CEepIEYHBIX, MHE JKaJIKO. 3a 4TO BbI, HETIOBUHHBIE, TEPIeTh OyAere? — yTupasi clie3bl, IPOMOJIBUIA
kHAruHA Japbs MuxaiiioBHa.

— Marymika, s xouy MOBUAATHCS C TOCYAAPEM, XOUY BBISICHUTH CBOE IOJIOKEHHE.

— 310 xoporo. Tede naxe HEOOXOOMMO OTKPOBEHHO MEPEroBOPUThH C HUM. Ternephb rocynapb
noma. Bort Ob1 TeOe, MaiieHbKka, ceiiyac K Hemy mouTu?

— bos3Ho kak-To.

— Yero xe Tebe 0oAThCsA? Bolau K rocyaapio «IpsMbIM JIMIIOM» U BCE €My CKaXH, 9TO eCThb Yy
TeOs1 Ha cepatle. Ha mpaBmy rocymaps oTBeTUT Tebe paBaoi.

—4... a nonny.

— Unmn, nnon, outatko Moe. .. T'ocions ¢ To0oi!

Kusxaa Mapust oOHsIa MaTh M OTITpaBIIIach Ha MOJIOBMHY umrnepatopa [letpa, cBoero oOpy-
YEHHOT'O KeHHXa.

Nmneparpunia Exatepuna AnexkceeBHa ckoHuYastach 6 mas 1727 rona, a 27 mMas TOro xe rouga
MIPOMCXONMIIO OOpyUeHHe ABEHAIIaTHIeTHero uMrieparopa Iletpa ¢ ceMHaquaTUICTHER J10YEphIO
KHs1351 MeHinukoBa Mapuen.

[apckoe oOpyueHHe MPOUCXOAUIO C OCOOOW TOPKECTBEHHOCTBIO M MBIITHOCTHIO. B mome-
aBopiie MeHIMKOBa B TOT JeHb INepeOblBAIM BECh TEHEPAIUTET U BCE BEIBMOXH TOCYAApCTBA.
[To3npapinsau umneparopa, ero HapeueHHYI0 HEBECTY, a TaKKe CUSIIOIIETO U TOPKECTBYIOLIEro MeH-
IIMKOBA.

Kaxercsi, B TOT AeHb ObUIM BCE CYACTIIMBBI, KPOME OIHOM LIAPCKOH HeBecThl. biieqHast, mevas-
Hasl, C 3aIIaKaHHBIMU IJIa3aMU, XOJIOAHO NMPUHMMAaja OHA NMPUBETCTBUS U No3apasieHusd. Kak no
oOpydYeHwus, Tak U nociie Hero umrnepatop [lerp ObLT O-TpeKHEMY XOJIOEH K CBOEH HEBECTe U Jake
n30eray TOBOPUTH C HElo.

Kusxaa Mapus Buziena 310 M pelivia B JIMYHOW Oecejie BBISICHUTH Bce mosiokeHue. Mas Ha
TIOJIOBMHY JKEHHMXa, OHA COCTaBHJIA TAKOE OOpAIlleHre K HEMY:

«[ocynapp, ecnu s He HpaBIIOCh BaM, TO OTKaKHUTECh; ellie ecTh BpeMsi. He mo0s He KeHuTeCh;
cebe, rocyapb, He OTPABJISIUTE KU3HU U MEHSI HEe TYOUTe».

Mapus nofonuia K JBepH M Clierka NpuoTBOpUIIA ee; OHa Oblia OJ1eiHa KaK CMEPTh M CHIIBHO
B3BOJIHOBAHA.

Tocynapb ObUT HE OUH: ¢ HUIM HAXOIMJIUCh €T0 CeCcTpa, BeauKas KHskHa Haranbs AnekceeBHa,
u Arapeii BanoBru OctepMman. Ha meyax y rocynapst ObUT HAKMHYT TUTAIILL

— Yro ¢ Bamu? Brl Tak OneqHbl! — cripocui y Boreaiield HepecTsl [leTp.

— Iro npoiiaeT, rocyaaps!.. Ho MHe. .. MHe HaJi0 MOrOBOPUTH C BAMH, — POOKO CKa3asia KHsKHA
Mapus.

— Tonbko He Teneps, noxainyicra, He Tenepb! A ey c cectpoii kararbcs. CerogHs s MpUroTo-
BUJI Bce ypoku AHjpeio ViBaHOBUYY, U OH OTIIyCKaeT MeHs Ha nporyiky. He tak nu, Auapeit MBa-
HOBUY? — 0OOpaTUIICS OH K CBOEMY BOCIUTATEITIO.

— CoBeplIIeHHO CIIpaBeAIMBO, Balle BeandecTBo! Eciy Obl Bl M3BOMIMIIM BCE JHU TaK TOJTO-
TOBJISITh CBOU YPOKH, KaK CErOIHs, TO s1 ObLJT Obl HECKa3aHHO paj] TOMY.
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— Bor Bcerna Tak, Harama, — oOGpatusicst umrieparop k cecrpe. — 51 yaychb, a Anapeii iBaHoBrY
Ha3bIBAET MEHS JIEHTSIEM.

— Angnpeit IBaHOBWY JIIOOUT TeOs U kenmaeT no0pa, HaJo ero ciymars, [lerpyima, — ToHOM
crapuieii cecTpsl 3ameTnia napeBHa Haranp4. ..

— A u cnymato. Tonbko Augpeit iBaHoBUY Bce MOpuT MeHst Ha knuramu. Hy, Hartarna, enem,
enem!

—Tocynaps, yaenure MHe HECKOJTBKO MUHYT, — TOJIOCOM, TIOJTHBIM MOJIBLOBI, IIPOMOJIBMIIA Oe/THAS
KHs>kHa Mapusi.

— Tonbko He Tenepb, kHskHA. S exy. — U, ckazaB 3to, [lerp nmon pyky ¢ cecTpoil MoCIenHo
BBIIIIE]T U3 KOMHATHI.

VI

[Tpor11o HecKOIBKO BpEMEHU, U y UMIIEpaTopa BO3HUK HOBBIH OBOJ, [1s1 pa3pakeHUs IPOTUB
MeHnmukosa.

— Kakas nep3octs... Kakas HecibixaHHasi Jep3ocTh! Kak oH cMen ociymarscsi Moelt Bou?..
fl... 4 3actaBmo MeHIIMKOBa TOBUHOBATLCS MOMM MOBEJIEHUAM. S — umneparop! — He roBopui, a
THEBHO BBIKPUKHBAJ UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK.

OH ObLT CHIIBHO pa3ipaXeH MOCTYNKOM MEeHIIMKOBA, 3aKII0YaBIIEMCS B CIIEIYIONIEM.

[NetepOyprckre KaMEeHIIMKY, HAKHBIIKE XOPOIIMe AeHbIU Orarogapsi OOJbIIMM MOCTPONKaM
B [lerepOypre 1 ABMXKUMBIE OJ1aroapHOCTHIO, MOJAHECTH OTPOKY-UMIIEPATOPy Ha POCKOIITHOM OJTioe
AEBATH THICSY YepBOHIIEB. [ 0cyqaphb rmocna 3T AeHbr' ¢ o0ep-kamepanHepom KaricapoBbIM K cBOE
cectpe, BelMKol KHskHe Haranbe AnekceeBHe. KaiicapoB HarpaBICsl BO ABOPELL, HO MOBCTPEYaICs
C KHs13eM MEHIIMKOBBIM.

— ThI Kyaa Hecelllb YepBOHIIbI? — CIIPOCKJI MTOCTIEIHUH Yy 00ep-KaMeparuHepa.

— K ee BeicouectBy Harasibe AnekceeBHe.

— Kro nocnan?

— Nmneparop.

— Wmrmieparop errie 0ueHb MOJIOZ U HE 3HAET, Ha YTO ClIeAyeT YHOTpeOIsTh IeHbIM; OTHECH MX
KO MHE, a 51 YyBUKY rocyzaps ¥ IOrOBOpIO C HUM.

KaiicapoB cTosis1 B HEpPEIIMMOCTH M HE 3HaJI, YTO JeNaTh; OH OOSUICS] HAPYIIUTDb MPHKa3aHue
MMIIEpaTopa, a TAKKe OMacaiCsi CBOMM HEIOCIyILIaHUEM IPOrHEBUTh BCECUJIBHOTO BEJIbMOKY.

— Yo ke Thl crouuIb? Hecn 4epBOHIBI KO MHe! — KPUKHYJI TOCTEAHUN. — 5] IpUKa3biBalo.

— Cnyiao, Bamia cBeTI0OCTh! — MOKOpHO npousHec KaiicapoB, 1 HOBEHbKUE YEPBOHIIBI OUYyTH-
JICh HE Y CECTpBI rocyaaps, a y MeHIumkKoBa.

Nmneparop-oTpok B TOT ke JIeHb Ioexall BO IBOpel] HABECTUTh CBOIO cecTpy Hatanbio Asek-
CEEBHY, a TaK)KE CBOIO KpacaBWIly TETKY, lapeBHy Enuzasety [leTpoBHy.

— Hy 4ro, Haramma, noBosbHa Jd Tl MOMM TOAAPKOM? — CaMOJIOBOJIBHO YJIBIOAsICh, CIIPOCHIT
OH Y CECTPHI.

— Kakum nogapkom? — yauBuiIach BeJIMKasi KHSKHA.

— Benp s npucnan tede ¢ KaiicapoBbiM I€BATH ThICSY HOBEHBKHMX UYEPBOHIIEB.

— Hu yepBoHueB, Hu KaiicapoBa 5 1 B I71a3a He BUJaJa.

— Kax e Bunana? He moxer ObITh! 1 ceifuac 310 y3HaI0. .. y3HaI0, — C BOTHEHHEM ITPOrOBOPHIT
Ilerp u npukasan no3ears Kaiicaposa.

Tot 6e3 60s13HM paccKazai pasrHEBAaHHOMY TOCYApIO O MPOUCHIECTBUN C YEPBOHILIAMH.

Nmneparop-oTpok pa3pasuiics yrpo3aMu npotuB MeHIIMKoBa.

— AXx, 6emabiii Moii [lerst! MeHIIMKOB CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO 3a0paJt BJIaCTH U CMOTPUT Ha TeOs Kak
Ha MaJIbuMKa, — ¢ YIbIOKOM mporoBopuia Hatanbst AnekceeBHa.
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— Hy, 51 Hay4y ero cMoTpeTh Ha MeHsI Kak Ha umneparopa. 51 ceiiyac xe nmpukaxy emy BO3Bpa-
TUTh YepBOHIIBL. f ceffuac rnoeay u norpedyo y MeHIMKoBa oT4eTa.

BepHyBmch k cede, IMIIEpaTop-OTPOK cerldac ke moTpedoBai k cebe MeHIMKoBa. AJiek-
canap JlaHWIoBWY He 3acTaBUJI ceOsl TOKUIATHCSA U CBOEW BEJMYABOM IMOXOIKOM BOIIE B KaOWHET
rocyzapsi. [lerp cBouM OTpoUeCKMM I'PO3HBIM B3IJISI0M BCTPETHIT BpeMeHIKa. OqHako MeHIMKOB
HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYTHUJICSI ¥ TBEPIIO BBIIEPKAJI STOT B3IJISA.

— Kaxk b1 cMen1, KHsA3b, TOMEIAaTh UCIOMTHEHMIO MOETO MprKa3a? — THEBHO MPOrOBOPUIT UMIIe-
parop, BO3BbILIAs CBOM TOJIOC.

— $1 HuKorza, rocynapb, He MeIal UCIIONHAThH Ballld MPUKA3bl, €CIM OHU CIIy’KaT K BallemMy
BEJIMYHUIO U K BEJIMUMIO HAIIIEH 3eMJIM, — CIIOKOWHO MPOMOJIBUAT MEHIIMKOB.

— I'me 4epBOHIIBI, KOTOPHIE s OTIIPABUII CETOHS B MOAApOK K cectpe? I'me onn? Kak cmen Thi
HE T0CJIaTh UX MO Ha3HaueHu1o? — Bce Ooliee U Ooee cepsich, BOCKJIMKHYJI FOCYAaphb.

— Bemomo TeGe, rocynapp, 4To Haia KaszHa ucromena? Bot s 1 3agyman ObUIo ynoTpeOuTh
9TU JEBSTh THICSY YEPBOHIIEB HA OoJiee TOJIe3HOE /IO M 00 STOM XOTEJN CErofiHs K€ MpPeCTaBUTh
BallleMy BEJIUYECTBY MPOEKT.

— Bce 3710 Tak, HO He 3a0bIBaii, KHS3b, YTO 51 — TBOM UMIIEPATOP, & THl — MOU MOIJIAHHBIN. .. Thl
HE cMeelllb Hapymarh Mou npukaszanusi!.. He cmeens!.. — I uMmiepatop-oTpok co 37100010 IOCMOT-
pen Ha MenmmkoBa. — §1 3actaBimo, s Hayuy TeOss MHEe TIOBUHOBAThCs, — noOaBui [letp u cepauto
OTBEPHYJICS OT CBOETO MEPBOTO MUHUCTPA.

MeHImMKOB ObLT MOPaXkeH U YAMBJICH: TAKUM I'PO3HBIM OH HUKOTAa He Buaan [lerpa; B cinoBax
Y B IJIa3ax [APCTBEHHOTO OTPOKa ObLT BUJEH Tereph ero BeJIMKMid nef. Mmmeparop-oTpok, noTosne
OOSI3/IMBBII 1 TIOKOPHBIH, BAPYT MEPEMEHUIICS U 3aTOBOPHIT TOJIOCOM MIMEIOIIErO BEPXOBHYIO BIIACTb.
MenmmkoB cMotpen Ha [leTpa Kak Ha MajbuMKa, ¥ STOT MAJIbYKK Terephb CTal MPUKa3bIBATh, TIOBE-
JieBathb emy!..

«Yro 3710 3HauuT?.. 5l He y3Halo rocyaapsi, OH KpUUMT Ha MEHs, IpUKa3biBaer... Buano, doi-
rOPYKOBBI BOOPYKHJIH MPOoTHB MeHsI [leTpa. .. 310 — ux padorta... ux», — nogyman Anekcaunap Janu-
JIOBUY, TIOHYPsI CBOIO TOJIOBY, ¥ TUXO, IIOKOPHO MPOU3HEC:

— Tl'ocynaps, Balle BEJIMUECTBO. . . TIOJIOKU FHEB Ha MIJIOCTh!.. UepBOHIIBI s ceiyac e MOILTIO
BEJIMKOH KHSKHE, ceiiyac Nonuio. .. [Ipukaxkersp, eie cBoux 100aBio!

— TBoux, KH3b, HU MHE, HU MOEW cecTpe He Hajo; Oeperu ux cede W IMpeajaraTb MHE He
cmeil. Ho, MoBTOpsII0, MEHsI BOJIHYET, YTO Thl, KaXeTcsl, 3a0bUl, UTO 51 — MMIIEpaTop, — THEBHO U C
JIOCTOMHCTBOM IporoBoput [letp.

MEHIIMKOB UCITyTaHHO TTPUTHX.

— IIpoctu, rocynaps, — 4yTh CIBIIIHO TPOTOBOPKII OH.

Nmmnepatop-oTpok umMen Joopoe, MoAaTIMBOe Cepille, eMy CTalo ajib MEeHIIMKOBa, U OH,
MPOTATUBAsI EMY PYKY, COBEPIIEHHO CITOKOWHO MPOU3HEC:

— Kus3p, Ha 3T0T pa3 s TeOs mpoInaio 1 He THEBAIOCh Ha TeOs.

MeHIMKOB TI0I000CTPACTHO PacKJIAHSIICS.

Ata npunmkeHHOCcTh oKpbuTiia [lerpa II; oH cran eme Gosee OTHANATHCSA OT CBOETO MEPBOTO
MuHUCcTpa. Kak Hu xutep Obl1 MEHIMKOB, HO, cleaB OOJBIION MTPOMax UCTOPHE ¢ YePBOHIIAMH,
OH OKOHYaTeJIbHO BOCCTAHOBMII IIPOTHUB ceOsl IOHOTO rocy/iapsi ¥ ero cectpy 1apeBHy Hatasbio.

MmniepaTop-0TpoK ¢ BeIMKUMU KHSKHAMH U CO BCeM JIBOpOM Tiepeexan B [lereprod u upes-
BBIYAIHO PaJOBAJICSl TOMY, UYTO BBIPBAJICS U3-TI0]] ONIEKH, U3 loMa MeHImkoBa, u Anekcauap Janu-
JIOBUY CTaJI OMACAThCs, YTO THH €ro BJIACTH COUYTEHBI.

K stomy emre npucoeaunmics ero paspbis ¢ OctrepMaHoM, KOTOpOro MeHIIMKOB BOCCTAaHOBHUJT
MPOTUB ceOsl CBOMM 3aHOCUMBBIM XapaKTEPOM.

Kak-to MenmmkoB crain ynpekats OcTepMana TeM, YTO OH IJIOXO CJEUT 32 BOCITUTAHUEM U
oOpa3oBaHKEM I0OHOTO Tocy/apsi U 3a ero npenofaparenssMu. He o6omiock 6e3 yrpo3. 1o oouaesno
Ocrepmana, 1 MEXAy JBYMS BAKHBIMA MUHUCTPAMH TIPOU3OIIIEST Pa3phIB.
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Opnnako MeHumkoB, ynpekass OctepmaHa B TJIOXOM BOCIIUTAHUM Tocynapsi, Obut pas. Mmrie-
parTop-oTpoK, Haxomsch B [leteproge, mpepaBaics pa3IMYHBIM YBECEIECHUSIM U Pa3BICUECHUSAM U He
oOparaJl HIKaKoro BHUMaHHs Ha KHUTH U Ha TIpernofaBarenei. Tereps mpy HeM HEOTIIyYHO Haxo-
auscst KHs3b MiBaH JlonropykoB; OH U300peTalt Ajsl IOHOTO rocy/iapsi pa3inyHble 3a0aBbl U pa3Biieye-
HUS, ¥ OHM 004 11eJIble JHU ITPOBOIMIIM TO Ha OXOTe, TO Ha rporyike. I1po cBoo 0Opy4eHHyI0 HeBECTy
rocyziapb COBCeM 3a0blT U 00paThII Bce CBOE OTPOYECKOe BHUMAHUE Ha KPacaBUILy TETKY, IIAPEBHY
EmuzaBery, KoTopast Toxke Oblia He POoYb OKOKETHUYATh C KPACHBBIM TIEMSIHHUKOM.

OpHax/pl, TYJsIS C Helo 10 neTepropcKoMy MapKy, UMIIEPATOP cKa3as ei:

— Ax, JIuza, TBI He 3Haelllb, KaK 1 JIIOOMo Te0d, Kak Jioomo!.. I ToJIpKO Torma 1 Beces, Koraa
ThI CO MHOIO.

— Cnacu60, rocyaapb-IjIeMsIHHUK, — OTBETHIA eMy KpacaBHlla IIapeBHA, CJIerKa yblOasiCh.

— ThI Bce cMmeenibest HaIoO MHOM, JIn3a, Bce cunTaenib MeHs1 MaJTbYiKOM.

— Her, o1 B3pOCHBIi, y Tebs1, [leTpyia, ycbl mpoOuBatoTCs.

— Ha mepectanb Tbl cMesThes, JIM3a! — TOIMHYB HOro0, KampH3HO MPOTOBOPHUJI UMIIEpa-
TOP-OTPOK. — Tebe BOT CMEIIHO, @ MHE TOPBKO. .. O4€Hb TOPBKO.

— C yero, Ilerpymienpka?

— A ¢ Toro: g Bot 1e04 JII0OIIO, a Thl MEHS HE JIIOOUIIID.

— 4 "e mo6mo Teds? Yrto oI, [TeTpyma! f mobmo Tedst Kak rocymaps, Kak IjIeMsSHHAKA.

— U tonpko!.. A ... a moomo 1edst Oonbine. S BOT mogpacTy U HEMpeMeHHO KeHIOCh Ha Tebe.

— Bor kak?.. A Th1, [leTpy1a, 320611, 4TO y TEOs ecTb HeBecTa?

— Her y MeHs HUKaKOI HEBECTbI, — XMYypPO IPOMOJIBUJ IOHBIN TOCYAAPb.

— A nous MenimkoBa, Mapus?

— He BcnomuHait mue nipo Hee, JIuza! {1 u cipiars npo Hee He xouy. OHa U cam MeHIMKOB
CTpallHO, CTPAIIHO HA/10€J1 MHe!

— Crasio ObITh, TOCYApPh, TH HE JTIOOUIIIH CBOEH HEBECTHI?

— Pazymeercs, ve mo6mo. .. Tebs s mobmo, Juza.

— He 060 MHe peusb, rocynapb, a 0 TBOeH HeBecTe OOpyIeHHOM.

— V¥V MmenHs Het HeBecThl, HeT!.. Jlour MeHImkoBa MHe He HeBecTa. Kakast oHa MHe HeBecTa? YV
Hee ObLT XkeHuX, rpad Carera, mycTb OHa 32 HETO U BBIXOJIUT.

— Kaxk ke Ttak, Ilerpyma? A kHs13p MeHIIMKOB?

— Yro mue MenmnmkoB? § — umneparop, a MeHimkos — Mot nogganselii! Haj Besikum nop-
JaHHBIM S UMEIO BJIACTh M MOTY YHUUTOXUTh, Pa3JaBUTh BCIO CHUTy MEHIIMKOBA, — CBEPKHYB IJia-
3aMU, TPOMKO MTPOTOBOPHJT UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK.

— Ilerpyma, 51 6010ch TeOs1. Thl MOXOk HA MOETO OTIIA — Ha BEJIMKOro uMrieparopa. M B TBOMX
71a3ax, ¥ B TBOEM I'oJI0Ce $1 y3HAI0 MOETO OTLa, a TBOEro Je/a.

— Ja, ma, JIuza! He omHa Thl, a 1 MHOTHE JIpyryue HaXOAAT BO MHE OOJIBIIIOE CXOACTBO C MOUM
Ae10M, BeTMKUM umnepatopoM. O, Kak xena Obl 51 ObITh BO BCEM MOX0KUM Ha Hero!.. BHTh Takum
rocyziapem — OOJbIIoe CYacThe.

— Moii oten, [erpyma, mo6un yuautbesi. OH BCIO KU3Hb YUUIICS.

— T ynipekaenib MeHs1 B JIeHU? — CO B3/I0XOM CITIPOCHJT UMIIEPaTOP-OTPOK.

— Her, Her, g TOIBKO rOBOPIO.

— JIuza, He Bce ke MHe cujeTh 32 KHUuramu! MHe Xouercsi OBECEIUThCs, MOryJIsATh, TeNnephb
nero. Hactyrmut 3uma, HauHy yuuThes... A MeHmmkoBa, JIuza, s CKOpo yKpoly, s AaM eMy ceOst
3HaTh. BoT uaer kus3b VIBaH, BUAHO, HA OXOTY MeHs 3BaTh. .. Otragai s1, Bansa? Tel Ha 0XOTy npwuiien
MeHst 3Bath? Tak? — Becesio nmporoBopw IleTp, uis HaBCTpedy CBOeMY JIIOOMMILY.

— He coBcem Tak, rocygapp, — orBetui JJonropykos. — [Tocon ot kHs3s MeHmmkoBa npuosL,
rocyaapsb.

— 3aueM ee?
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— MeHIMKOB TsKKO OoteH. .. Bapyr 3axBopat... pu cmeptu. .. [Ipocut te6s, rocyaapb, HaBe-
CTUTD €rO0, MUCbMO TPUCIIAL.

— Kak ato ckyuno!.. 4 He noeny. Jluza, He exarp?

— Bosns TBOS, rocynaps.

BonbHO# MeHIMKoB OblT B cBoeM MMeHur B OpaHreHOayMe v OTTY/Aa MPUCIIAJT TOHIIA C MTUCh-
MOM K rocyaapio. OHO ObLIO HANKCAHO JIPOsKAIIIEl0 PYKOIO, TETJIO M KPACHOPEUMBO; B HeM AJIeKCaH Ip
JlaHWTOBUY TIPOIIAJICS ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM-OTPOKOM, YBEIIEBAJI €ro ObITh MPABOCYAHBIM, TIPHHUMATD
coBeThl OcTepMaHa M JPYrHX YECTHBIX M MPABIAMBBIX BEIbMOXK, YKasbBasl [leTpy Ha ero mapckue
00sI3aHHOCTH OTHOCUTEIbHO Poccum u T. 1.

Kpome Toro, MeHIMKOB, TPUTOTOBJISISICH yMUPATh, MOCIIAJT MUChMA TAKKe U K YWIEHAM BepXOB-
HOT'O COBETA, OpyYyal UM CBOIO CEMBIO U IIPOCHUJI ITPOILEHM S, €CIIM COIPELLII TIEpe]] KEM.

Anexcanzp JJaHWIIOBUY 1 Ha caMOM Jiefie ObUT OYeHb CJ1a0: OH CTpajall CUJIbHOM JIMXOPAAKOM
Y KallUIsT KPOBBIO.

Boreii-HeBorieii oHOMY rocyIapio MPUIILIOCh OTJIOKUTb OXOTY U PaJIv IPUJINYHS [TOeXaTh HaBe-
CTUTH OOJIBHOIO MUHUCTpA.

Anekcannp JlaHWioBUY, XyJOH, OJIeIHBIN, pacciabaeHHBIN JTUXOPAIKOI0, IIPUHSIT CBOETO JIep-
’KaBHOTO TOCTS JIeXka B MOCTEH.

— IIpocty, rocyaapp, 4To JIeKy Nepe] TBOUM UMIIEPATOPCKUM BEJIMYECTBOM. .. Beran Obl, 1a
HE MOT'y, — cJIa0BIM TOJIOCOM IPOTOBOPHII OH. — YMUPATh s COOpAJICS, TOCYAapb.

— 3auem ymupars? Kusu.

— Yro XuTh, KOTJA KU3HH HEMOIIIHOTO CTapHvKa Tenepb cTaja HUKoMy He HyxkHa? Ioxw,
MOCITYKWJI, TOpa OYUCTUTh MECTO APYT'MM, MOJIOZIBIM, & MHE U Ha TOKOU. .. Bepoi 1 npaBioy ciy:Kui
s1, TOCyJapb, TBOEMY BEIIMKOMY [Ie[y; CIIyXuJ uMIieparpuiie Exkarepune u Tede TyMall mociIykKuTh
HEJIMLIETIPUSATHO, J1a He cyaut bor, He cyaut.

Tyt MeH1umKkoB cuibHO 3akanuisiics. OH CTOHA U METaJICs.

Koraa npunanok xanuisi MUHOBaJI, MEHIIIMKOB OIISITh 3arOBOPHLT:

— TI'ocynapp, Koraa MeHs He CTaHeT, BhIOepH ceGe I0CTOMHOTO MOMOIITHUKA, X0Th OcTepMana;
OH XOTsI U HeMell, HO, KaxeTcs, Jioout Poccuio u Teds1, rocyaapp. [epkaBa TBOs BeJMKa, OHAKO HE
ycrpoena. TBO# Jief1, MOKOMHBIN UMIIepaTop, MHOTO TPYAMJICS, MHOTO UM HA4aTo, HO He KOHYEHO, U
Tebe, rocynapsb, MpuaeTcs JoKaH4uMBaTh. [locyskxu 3emie u Hapofy, 1 3a 3To bor Bo3BeanuuT 1eds,
Kak BO3BEJMYMJI TBOETO BeMKOro jiejaa. [locnenyit emy, oH 40 caMOil CBOEN CMEpPTH HEYCHIITHO TPY-
auics. Eciu 51 B 4eM corpenit WK MPOBUHUIICS Tepeji TOOO0I0 — MPOCTU MEHsI, BEPHOTO U MpeaH-
Horo Tede paba. [Ipoctu ymupatomemy... Bunut Bor, 4to Bce Mou xenanus ObUIM K TBOEMY, TOCY-
Japb, OJTATONCHCTBHIO U K OJIAaroIeHCTBUIO TBOETO HAPO/A.

— 3Haio 1 Bepio, KHs13b Aslekcanap JlaHmioBud, — ¢ BoHeHHeM niporoBopui [letp, kotoporo
TPOHY/IM cTpafaHus MeHmkoBa. — TeGe BpeiHO, KHs3b, MHOTO TOBOPHTH, HE JIyYIlle JIK OTIOXKUTh
110 Apyroro pasa?

— 41 ceiluac OKOHYY U 3aJepKMBaTh Ballle NMIIEpPAaTOPCKOe BearuecTBO He Oyay. Tenepb MHe
BCE PaBHO... THU MO COYTeHBI. ['ocynapb, yMpy s, He OCTaBb MOEl ceMbi, MallleHbKU He TIOKHHb,
OHa — TBOsI OOpyUYeHHAsl HeBeCTa U JOJKHA, 1o BoxkbeMy, ObITh TBOEH keHOM. .. CKaxu, rocyaapb,
JKEHUIIIbCS Thl Ha Hell? borom mpority, ckaxu... Ycnokoi ymuparoiiero crapuka! — M Menmmkos
3ariakall.

NmMnepatop-oTpok XMypo MoJT4all.

— TbI MOMUMIIG, TOCYAAPh, MOMUHUIIB? CTaNO OBITh, THI OTAYMAJ KEHUTHCS HA MOeH aodepu?
Ckaxu, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO.

— O xeHuTHOE, KHA3D, 5 HE QyMaiw. [la ¥ paHO MHE TyMaTh O TOM.

— Ho Benp ThI, rocynapb, 0OpyumiiCsl ¢ MOE JI0YEephi0 U JODKEH KeHUThCS Ha Hel, a He Ha
APYToM, — IPOKAIIM TOJIOCOM, TIPEPHIBAEMBIM CJI€3aMH, IPOTOBOPUI KHsI3b MEHIIIUKOB.
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— 41 He TOBOpIO, UTO JKEHIOCh HA JPYroW, HO MPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO O MOEH KEHUThOE elle paHo
TOBOPHUTb, — CYXO OTBETHJI TOCY/AAPb.

ITH CJI0BA HECKOJIBKO YCIIOKOMJIM MEHIIMKOBA.

[etp Henonro mpoOb1 B Opanuendayme u nocnenmi B [lereprod, rae ero xaanu OnmsKue
€ero cepiily JIoau.

Kpenkuii opranu3M M HUCKYCCTBO Bpauell MOMOIIM KHs310 MEHIIIMKOBY, U OH CTal OBICTPO
MIONPABJIATHCS, K HEYAOBOJIBCTBHIO CBOUX BParoB, KOTOPBIE JyMaJI, YTO CMEPTh U30aBUT UX OT BCe-
CUJIbHOTO BPEMEHIIIMKA.

Bone3np otnanuia MeHIIMKOBA OT MMIIEpaTopa-0TPOKa; MHOTHE Jiesia TI0 TOCYJapCTBY YKe
pelaguch, MUHYS €ro, pereHTa M rneporo MuHucTpa. [Ipu 1Bope cTaimu mpuBBIKATh K €ro OTCYT-
CTBUIO; €r0 3aMeHWIU [{0ropyKOBBI, U CBET/Iasi 3B€3/1a BCECHIBHOIO BPEMEHIIMKA CTaja MOTyXaTb.

Ho Anekcanap JlaHunoBud ele He Taga JIyxoM; OH HaJIesyics MOMPABUTH JEJI0 W ObITh T0-
MpeXXHEMY TMEPBBIM YEJIOBEKOM B TOCYAApPCTBE.

JI7151 3TOrO OH pelIuI BOCHOMb30BAThCS CIEAYIONINM CIIyYaeM.

B cBoem pockoriHoM nmennn B OpaHnreHOayMe OH Ha3HAUMIT B TIEPBBIX YMCIIAX CEHTSIOPs OCBSI-
IIEHKE IEPKBH U CTaJ JOMOTaThCsl TOTO, YTOOBI HA 3TOM JYXOBHOM TOPXKECTBE MPUCYTCTBOBAJI TOCY-
Aapb, TaK Kak 3TO cpa3y YHUUYTOXKUIIO ObI CIIyXU O HEMPUS3HEHHOM OTHOIIEHUH K Hemy [letpa.

OH yHWXEHHO M 4yTh HE CO cJie3aMu cTai npocuth Ilerpa nocetuts OpanueHOayM U CBOMM
BBICOYAHIIIMM TPUCYTCTBUEM OCYACTIIMBUTH €ro, HEMOIITHOTO CTapyKa, U BCIO €ro ceMblo. [IpochObl
TPOHYJIM TOCYJApsi: OH JIAJI CJIOBO OBITh.

BecenbiM 1 pagoctHbIM BepHYyJcs MeHimmkoB u3 Ileteproda v 3aHsjIcs NPUTOTOBJICHUEM K
npezacrosieMy TopxectBy. [lociie ocBsineHus 1epkBU ObUT Ha3HAYEH OOJIBIION MPA3IHUK C yToIllle-
HHUEM U TOfIapKaMU JJIsl TPOCTOr0 Hapoaa, a B CBOEM JBopiie Ajiekcanap JJaHUIOBUY yCTpauBasl B
JeHb TIPUe3/ia IOHOTO rocyapsi TaKoW Oall, KOTOPbI CBOUM BEJIMKOJIETIMEM JIOJKEH ObLIT 3aTMUTH BCE
npexHue Oasbl.

«[Ipuener rocynaps, s mocrapach OObSICHUTHCS C HUIM U TIOJIOKY KOHEIl BCEM CIUIETHsM.
No-TipeskHeMy Oy/1y BEpXOBHBIM MHUHHMCTPOM B TOCY/IApCTBE M BCEX CBOMX HEAPYTOB 3aCTABIIO MOJI-
YaTh W MOBUHOBATLCS MHE, HE TO — rope UM OyaeT», — Ayman MeHIIMKOB, 3aHSThIN XJIOMOTAMH T10
YCTPOWCTBY Ipa3/IHUKA.

— Bariomika, MHe HaJI0 cKa3aTh BaM HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, — 0OpaThiach K HEMY BoIlleias B KaOu-
HeT KHsDKHA Mapwusi, o6pyueHHast HeBecta umneparopa Ilerpa I1.

— Ilocne, mocrne. .. He Temepk. .. 51 TaK 3aHAT MPUTOTOBICHUSIMH.

— Her, MHe Hafo neperoBOpuTh C BaMU CETOHSI, — HACTOMUMBO MPOMOJIBUJIA KHSKHA.

— Ilouemy ke HempeMeHHO cerofHs?

— A motomy, 4T0 3aBTpa 0Oea1 ObITh Y HAC TOCYAapb, MOM KEHUX, — MOCJIETHHUE CJIOBA KHSKHA
cKaszaJla ¢ HACMEIIIKOW, — M BbI JIOJKHBI BBISICHUTD €My TOJIOKEHHE . . .

— 41 He monMMmalo TeOs, Marna.

— JlaBHO 7111, GaTIONIKa, BBl CTAJIM TaK HEMIOHATINBHI? [Tpolity Bac 0ObSCHUTH MHE, UTO I TAKOE. . .
S — mapckasi HeBecTa, Tak?

— Pazymeercs.

— bariomka, Bbl 3a0myx1aetecs! Heysxenu Bbl gymaerte, 4To rocyapb KeHUTCs HA MHE U s Oyay
napuuen ?

— Tb1 — 0OpyueHHas 1JapcKasi HeBecTa.

— O6pyuenHas!.. bariomika, 1a pa3se Bbl He BUMTE, YTO MPOUCXOAUT BOKpYT Hac? ['ocynaph Ha
MEeHsI 1 CMOTPETb He XOUeT, OH COBCEM 3a0bLJI, UTO Ha CBETE CYIIECTBYET HecuacTHas KHskHa Mapus,
KOTOPYIO YyTh HE HACWJILHO OOpYUH/IM ¢ HUM. BaTiolka, 3a4eM Bbl CAENAIN 9TO, 3a4€M BbI ITOTyOHITH
MeHs1? — Y KHSKHBI IPOTHYJI TOJIOC, U TIO €€ OJIeTHBIM ITIeKaM TTOTEKJIN CJIe3bl.

— ... g noryoun 1e6s1? — ¢ yauBIEHUEM BOCKJIMKHYJI MeHIMKOB. — Oymaiicsi, 4To Thl TOBO-
PMILIb U C KEM FOBOPHILB!
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— IIpocrute, GaTiomIKa, s CO3HAIO, YTO MOM CJIOBA I'PYObI, YTO MHE HE CJIEIOBAJIO Obl TAK TOBO-
puth ¢ Bamu. Ho 4to e MHe nenats? Benp s u3Mydmiack OT iyM U OT Tep3aHuid. MeHs 00pyJuIn,
a )KEeHUX W 3HaTh MEHs He xoueT. [la ¥ He mapa s rocyaapio, Be/ib OH — MaJIbuuK. Jlaxke B TO Bpems,
KOTJ1a TOCYAaph JKHJI B HAIIIEM JIOMe, 1 TOT/Ia OH u30erajl roBOpUTh O MHOI0. [TyCTh JTydlnie oTKaxeTcst
OT MEHSI TOCyJaph.

— 4l... g1 3HaMW, Ybell HeBecTOH xodercst TeOe ObITh. .. Eie, BUaHO, He 3a0bi1a ®enopa donro-
PyKOBa? — CEpAUTO 3aMETHJI I0UePH KHsI3b MEHIINKOB.

— U Hukorna He mo3adyny ero.

— Ioxayii, TOMHH. .. TBOE AeJO. .. TOIBKO ero KeHOH Thl He OyJelb.

— Ko 3Haer, 6atiomka! Byayiee ot Hac 3aKkpbITO HEITPOHUIIAEMON 3aBecoi. Bbl BOT ymarm,
41O 51 Oy/1y HAPCKOIO KEHOM.

— U 6ypens, Oyaerib! — rpo3HO KpuKHYT AJsiekcanap [laHunoBud, Bce elre, o-CBoeMy Biia-
CTOTIOOUIO U TINECJABUIO, TYMABIIUI BBIIATh I0Yb 32 KMIIEPATOPa-0TPOKA.

— Baromika, u ceifuac Bbl He TepsieTe HaJeKAbl BbIAATh MEHs 32 Tocyaapsi? — ¢ HACMEIIKOK0
CIpocuia y oTua KHskHa Mapus.

— [a... He Tepsm0...

— IToBTOpStI0, BBI 3201y K JaETECD.

— 3TO MBI YBUJIUM. .. A Teriepb OCTaBb MeHS, 5 3aHSAT.

[MomaBus B cebe B310X, OeHasA KHsKHA Mapus BhIIUIA U3 KaOWHeTa.

Vi

Hacrynun neHp TopkecTBa; Bce ObUIO PUTOTOBJIEHO K MpUeE3y rocynapsi. B 1iepksu ajist Hero
ObLJIO CIIeTIaHO BO3BBIIIIEHUE C OATIIAXIMHOM, YKpaIIeHHOe JOPOruM OapxaroM u napyoil. B Opanuen-
6aym coOpaoch MHOTO rocTeid, 1 MEeHIIIMKOB ¢ HETEepIIeHUeM TOKU/1AN TIpUe3/ia ToCcyaapsi.

OpnHako MpomnuIo BpeMsi, B KOTOpoe JOJKeH Obul mprexathb [letp, a ero He ObUIO; BCKOpE U3
[ereproca npuexan napckuid nocos, oguuep Jlepymka XpamnyHoB. OH, Kak Mbl yKe 3Ha€M, HU 32
YTO HU MPO YTO MO MPUKA3aHUI0 MEHIIMKOBA ObLT IOCaXeH IO apecT, HO KHsI3b VBaH Jloropykos,
OyIlyur UCKpEHHUM TpusitesieM JIeBYIIKH, UCTTPOCKIT €My 3alUTHl y rocyaaps. JleByIka Obl1 0CBO-
OO’KJIeH, TIPUHST B CBUTY TOCYJapsi BOMPEKH KelaHuio MEeHIIMKOBa, U TeTleph My MPHIILUIOCh eXaThb
B OpaHreHOayM ¢ U3BECTHEM, UTO TOCYAAph OBITh TAM HE MOXKET.

[Tpu 3TOM M3BeCTUM MEHIMKOB U3MEHWICS B JIUIIE U IPOKAIIMM TOJIOCOM TIPOTOBOPHUI:

— A 110 KaKo¥ MpUYKMHE €r0 UMIEPATOPCKOe BETMUECTBO HE MOXKET IIpUexaTh?

— IIpo TO 51 HUYero He 3HAIO, BaIlla CBETIOCTh, — MOYTUTEIHLHO OTBETHUJI OpUIlep-TBapeell.

— 3Barb 1eds1 JleoHTH, a IO MPO3BUIIY XparyHOB? — CIpocu MEHIIMKOB, XOTS JIMYHO 3HAJ
o¢uriepa XparyHoBa, OIHAKO, He OIaroBoJIsl K HEMY, PeIvl MOU3AeBaThesl Hal HAM. — f nymaio,
rocriofuH ouIep, YTO 3TO MOpyUYEHHE MPUHECIIO Tebe 0COOEHHYI0 paJocTh? — TOPHKO YIIBIOASCh,
CITPOCHJI OH.

— 51 Bce mopyueHus ¥ MPUKA3bl €r0 BEJMUYECTBA FOCyAApst UCTIONHSIIO C OJMHAKOBOW PaIOCTHIO.

— A pasBe He cocTaBisieT Al Teds paJoCTd BOSMOXKHOCTh YHU3UTh MEHs, IPUYMHUTH MHE
HENPUATHOCTh?

— Hu maneiimeii, Bamma cBeTJIOCTb, — OTKPOBEHHO OTBeTHJI JleBymika XparyHOB, KOTOpBIH,
o0naasi MATKUM Cep/IeM U LieHs] B MEHIITMKOBE KPYITHOTO rOCYAapCTBEHHOTO JAesTeNs1, IaBHO 3a0bL1
HAHECCHHYIO UM OOUIY.

— Cra’o ObITh, 3712 TPOTUB MEHsI Thl HE UMEEIIIb?

— Huxkoraa He umen u umeTs He Oyjy, Ballla CBETJIOCTb.

— Cnacu6o! Tel, rocioguH ogwuiep, MO-XPUCTHAHCKM KMBEIIb — 3J1a HE MOMHHUIIb. Bynb
CETrO/IHsI Ha Mpa3IHIKEe MOUM roctem!
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Havanocp ocBsitieHre xpama, 1 roBopsT, OyATo MEeHIMKOB BO BpeMst OOTOCITyKeHHUsI CTal Ha
MeCTO, MpUroToBieHHoe umreparopy Ilerpy 1. D1o ObLIO 3aMedeHO MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIUMHE, B IIEPKBU
TOILIO IIYIIyKaHbe, OAHAKO TPOMKO TOBOPUTD OOSUIUCH, OMAcasich BPEMEHIIMKA, U YMH OCBSIIEHUS
npofoskaics. OctanbHas IporpamMma AHs TOke OblIa BBITIOMHEHa, HO Mpoluia 6e3 OKUBJICHUS —
XO35IMH JJoMa ObUT XMYp M MpadeH, ero OecloKOMJIO OTCYTCTBHE rOocyaapsi; OH MOHUMAJI, YTO 3TO
MIPOM3OIIIIO HECTIPOCTA, a, OYEBUIHO, MO/ BIMSIHUEM €ro BparoB. [103ToMy Mpa3iHUK 3aKOHUYMIICS
PaHoO ¥ B TOCKJIMBOM HACTPOEHUH.

[TpoBoauB rocreii, MeHIIMKOB XOTesT OBUTIO HANIPABUTHCSA B KAOWHET, HO €ro OCTAHOBWJIA KHSI-
runs [lapbs MuxaiiioBHa, cka3aB emy:

— Anekcanap JlaHmioBuY, He YXOIU. .. 3aiiau Ko MHe. [loroBoputh ¢ TOOOI0 MHE HAJIO.

— Hy, uto Takoe?.. [oBOpY 37€Ch. .. B 3aJIe HUKOI'O HET.

— 3Haemb, 4TO MHE cerofHs MailieHbka cka3ayia? — Kak-TO TAMHCTBEHHO ITPOrOBOPUJIA KHSI-
r'vHs MEeHINMKOBA, OIVISIIBIBASICh TI0 CTOPOHaM. — ByATo oHa GoMblie KUTh TaK HE MOXKET U yWaeT
KyJa Iiasa Iisagar.

— Yo takoe? Kro ee myctut? [la kak oHa cmeeT? Yoexats?.. [la 1 B MOHACTHIPH €€ OTIIPABIIIO.
370 THI. .. THI, [lapbs, neTei n30anoBaa. .. BOT TeIepb M BO3UCH C HUMH, 1 BBICITYIIIMBAN UX I'PYyOOCTH.

— Ce0s BuHM, Anekcannap JlaHuinoBuY, a He MeHs W He AeTeld Hamux... OHU HU B YeM He
IIOBUHHBI.

— 4 nmu He crapancs s Mapbu?.. YUepes MeHs oHa B HEBECTHI Monajia K rocyaapio. Ee nomu-
HAalOT B LICPKBAX, BEJIMKOW KHSKHOM HA3BIBAIOT... Ha €€ ABOP TpuALATb YCTHIPE THICAYN OTITYCKAIOT,
a Mapbe Bce MaJio. .. 3TO €il Bce HUMOYEM.

— Huuero, /Tanumbrd, oHa 3Toro He Tpedyer ot Teds!

— Tak 4ero ke eine et Hago? Kakoro poxHa? — KpUKHYJ MEHITIMKOB.

— INokost mymeBHOro Hajo Hared Marte. Besib ¢ Tex mop Kak HapeKkJiu ee 1apCKOi HeBECTOM,
Marna rokosi cede He BUANT, I3MY4rIach, cepaeuras. C caMoro JaHs 0Opy4eHHsi Tocyiapb He cKasal
el IByX CJIOB JIACKOBBIX, CTOPOHUTCS ee. Moii coBeT, AJiekcanp JlaHwioBud, ckopee noe3xai B
[lereprod, neperoBopu ¢ rocygapem, ClipocH, keHUTcs 1 oH Ha Mame? XoTb U Hanepes s 3Halo,
YTO TOMY He ObIBaTh, a BCE ke CIIPOCH, y3HAH.

KHs13b nocymascst 1o0poro coBeta xkeHsl 1 roexain B [lereprod. OnHako oH He 3acTal rocy-
Japsi U OCTaJICA 0KUIAThCSl €ro BO3BPAILEHHUS.

IleTp ckopo BepHyJICS; eMy JOJOKWIN O MEHIINKOBE.

— AX, Kak 310 HerpusATHO!.. I'1e OH? — XMypO CITPOCKIT UMITEPATOP-OTPOK.

— Bo gBople, Bailie BeJIM4eCcTBO.

— Hy u nycts ero tam noxunaercs! — U rocynaps, He 3ax0/s1 BO IBOPEL, OTIIPABUJICS B COIPO-
BOXJleHnU KHA34 MBaHa [lonropykoBa B caf.

370 NIpeHeOpeKUTETHHOE OTHOILIEHNE MOHApXa-0TPOKa MMEJIO CBoM ocHOBaHUs1. OH 1 BooOIIIe-
TO OBbLT HE PACMONIOKEeH K MEHIIMKOBY ¥ OY€Hb OXOTHO COTJIACHJICS HE MOoeXaTh Ha MPa3JHHUK CBET-
JIEHIIIETO, YTO eMy MOCOBETOBAIM HeloOpoxenatenn Asekcanapa JJaHuaoBrYa, kKelaBiiie HaHeCTH
TSDKEJIBIA yaap caMoiioOmio ocieqHero. Ho atoro 6sU10 Majio; oHM ke, HeqoOpoxkesnaTear MeHIm-
KOBa, COOOIIMIIM TOCYIAPIO O TOM, 4TO AJslekcanip JJaHuIoBNY 3aHsUT B IIEPKBHU MECTO, TPUTOTOBJICH-
HOE /ISl MOHapXa, ¥, KOHEYHO, 3TO ObLIO MepeIaHo ¢ pa3HBIMU MPUKPACAMU U TIPEYBETMUSHUSIMH, A
B pe3yibTate y [leTpa AsekceeBuya ere 6osiee YCHIMIOCh HEeIOBOJIbCTBO MEHINMKOBBIM, ¥ OH OyK-
BaJIbHO-TaKH HE MOI' BUJETH €I0.

A MEHIIMKOB ¢ HETEPIIEHUEM OKMJAJl UMIIEPATOPA.

Haxonen XpartyHoB, HaXOAMBIIMICS BO JBOpIIE, IIEMHYJ MEHIIMKOBY, YTO rocyiapb BO3Bpa-
THJICA 1 HAXOOUTCA B Cally. AJIGKC&H}IP I[aHI/UIOBI/I‘l HarpaBWJICA Tylda K€ U, ITPEACTABUBIIUCH I'OCYy-
AapIo, CTaJI IOYTHTENILHO CIIPAIIMBaTh €r0, MOYeMy OH He ObLI Ha OCBSIIEHUU IIEPKBH.

— ITotomMy 4TO HE MOT. .. TUIOXO ce0s1 YyBCTBOBAJI, — XOJIOAHO oTBeTwI [letp.
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— A MBI BCe Tak kaaim Teds, rocyaapb, 1 B 0COOEHHOCTH KHskHAa Mapusi. HerpuObitie K Ham
TBOETO BEJIMYECTBA MPUHECIIO MOEH I0Yepr HEMATYIO CKOPOb.

— Bor kak? 4 3Toro He 3Ha.

— T'ocynaps, 103BOJIb MHE CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO CIIOB. ..

— Tonbko He Teneps. .. nox)antyiicTa, He Tenepb. S ceifyac ey Ha OXOTY. ..

— 51 Tonpko Ha Masioe BpeMsl 3a7epxky TeOsl, rocyaapb. Bhiciymiail MeHsl, O TOM TpOIIy TBOE
LIAPCKOE BEIMYECTBO ycepAaHo. — M MeHmumkoB HU3KO MokjIoHuscs [leTpy, mpuyeM rojioc y Hero
ApoKall.

— AX, KaK 3T0 CKY4YHO! — C HEYJOBOJIbLCTBUEM ITPOrOBOPHIT UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK U, TOBEPHYBILUChH
K CBOEMY JIIOMMITY, OBICTPO CITpOCHI Y Hero: — Bee rotoBo, Baus?

— Bce, rocynaps.

— Tak noepem!.. — U Tletp, He B3MIsiHYB Ha MEHINIMKOBA, MPOILIET MUMO HETO U CKOPO yexall.

Ele Tak He1aBHO MOT'YIIECTBEHHBII U BCECUJIbHBIN BEJIbMOKA, 3aCTaBJISIBILINI HEBOJIBHO Tpe-
MIeTaTh BCSIKOTO, CTOSUT TeNepbh BCEMU OCTABJIEHHBIN, OECTIOMOIIHBIN, TOHYPSI CBOIO BJIACTOJIIOOUBYIO
TOJIOBY; €My CTaJIO SICHO ero Oe3BBIXOJHOE MOJIOKEHUE, OH MOHSLI, YTO €ro MajeHue OJM3KO M YTO
€ro Bparu TOpKeCTBYIOT.

OpnHako oH elnie He caaBasicsi ¥ octascs B [leteproge HoueBaTh, fyMasi yTpoM OOBSICHUTBCS C
rocynapem. Ho Iletp, BeposiTHO, n30eras 3Toro oObsICHEHHUS], OIATh yeXasl Ha OXOTY.

MeHIIMKOB XOTeJT 3aiTH Ha MOJIOBUHY BEJMKOW KHsIKHbI Hatanbu AniekceeBHbI, HO Korja e
CKa3aJik, YTo K Hel uaeT MEHIINKOB, TO OHa, «YTOOBI U30aBUTHCS OT HETIPUSTHOCTU BHUIETHCS C
HUM», KaK FOBOPSAT MMOKa3aHUs1 COBPEMEHHUKOB, «BBIIIPbITHYJIA U3 OKHAa» B Cajl M yexasa.

Torna Anekcanap JJaHUIOBUY permiics 0OpaTUThLCS € MPOChOOH 3aMOJIBUTH 32 HETO CJIOBEUKO
niepen rocynapem k apesHe Enmmzasere [letposHe. Bo Bpemst cBoero MoryiecTBa OH MaJio ooparma
BHUMaHMsI Ha Hee, TeTiephb ke eMy MPUIILIOCh TYKaBUTh Mepell JOUYephio CBOETo OarofieTesNis: OH pac-
MIPOCTPAHSUIICS O CBOMX MPEKHUX 3aCIyrax, KaJOBAJICS HAa HEONIAaroflapHOCTh TOCyAapsi U TOBOPHUII,
YTO €My Tellepb IIPY ABOPE HEYEro JeNlaTh, YTO OH XOUET yeXaTh B YKpaliHy U HAYaJIbCTBOBATh TaM
HaJl BOWCKOM.

— Y0 *e OT MeHs, KH3b, Thl XOUEllb? — BBICIYIIAB JUIMHHYIO peub MEHIIMKOBA, CIpocuia
Emm3zagera IlerpoBHa.

— Bynp 3actynHunei 3a MeHs, MaTylllKa LiecapeBHa. [ ocyapp pacriosiokeH K TBOEMY BblCOUe-
CTBY... OOBSICHU €My MO€ HECUaCTHOE TIOJIOKEHHUE U TIONIOKEeHUe Moel OeHoi fjouepr Mapuu; Beib
OHA U3MYYMJIACh. ..

— B 3TOM 51 HE MOTy TOMOYB TBOEH AOUEPH: TOCYAaph HE JIIOOHT ee, OHA He HPABUTCS €My, a ThI
caM XOpOIIO 3HAelllb, YTO HACUJIbHO MUJT He Oy/Iellib.

— He HpaBwutcs rocygapio Mosi 104b, IIyCTh OH CKakeT 00 3ToM, Torna Mapbsi He OyaeT U cuu-
TaTbCs €r0 HEBECTOM; €CJIM HYKHO, OHa J1ake B MOHACTBIPb yizeT. U 51 yeny XoTh Ha YKpauHy U TaM
Oy/y HecT cityx0y Bepoy | MpaBIoi MOEMY TOCyaapio.

[apeBHa, 4TOOBI CKOpee OTAenaThcsi OT MeHIMKoBa, odelana eMy CBOe XOIaTalCTBO Mepes
IUIEMSIHHUKOM TOCYJapeM.

Wnsa or uecapeBHsl, MeHmmkoB noscrpevascs ¢ OcrepmaHom. Xutpelid AHper MBanoBuy
XOTeJI TOJIBKO OIPAHUYUTHCS TIOKJIOHOM € OBIBIIUM BPEMEHIIMKOM, HO MEHIIIMKOB OCTaHOBHJI €T0:

— Iocroit manocts, AHapeit IBaHOBUY, U ThI Ky/a-TO CHEIIUIIIb?

— Y MeHs Tak MHOTO J€J1a, KHS3b, 51 JOJIKEH. . .

— Tel momxeH BbICTyIIaTh MEHS.

— Ho mHe, npaBo, KHA3b, HEOCYT.

— W 11 ipoTUB MeHs, 1 ThI? BriKy, Bce — Ipy3bs-TIPUSATENN 10 YEPHOTO JIHST; He 3a0bIBall TOTO,
Amnnpeit IBaHOBHY, YTO THl MHE 00s13aH KO€-4eM, IPUTIOMHHU XOPOIIEHBKO !

— 41 noMHI0, KHA3b, IIOMHIO.
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— Eme, 6apon OcrtepmaH, He 3a0biBail TTpeBpaTHOCTEN YesloBeYeCKon CynbObl. HeiHYE TH B
MOYECTH U CJaBe, a 3aBTpa, MOXET ObITh, Oynelb Bcero juiieH. Ha MHe yuuch mpeBpaTHOCTSM
cyabObl. XoTesn ObUIO 51 TOTOBOPUTH C TOOOI0, MOMPOCUTh TBOETO 3aCTYITHUYECTBA, J1a He Ha/l0; BCe
PaBHO HUYETO ThI JIIs1 MEHsI He CJIeJaelllb, ¥ CJIOBa MOM, ¥ IPOChOBI OyayT HarpacHsl. [Tpomaii! XoTb
Y HEIpYT Thl MHE, a BCE K€ He jKesalo TeOe YyBCTBOBATH TEMeph TO, UTO 51 YYBCTBYIO, M IEPEHOCUTD
TO, 4TO o nepeHoury! — W, ckazaB 310, MEHIIMKOB yexaJl U3 NeTeprockoro ABopLa.

Ero monoxenue paerictButenbHO momiatHyaochk. Illectoro cenrsiops 1727 roma wmrepa-
TOP-OTPOK M3JAJI YKa3, B CUJIy KOTOPOrO BJIACTh KHA3A MEHIIMKOBA 3HAYUTENIBHO YMEHBIIAIACH;
B yKa3e, MeX/y MPOvrM, ObLIO CKa3aHo:

«W HoHe :xe MBI Tak ke BCEeMUJIOCTUBENIIIE HAMEPEHBI, 1J151 JIyUIlIEero OTIIPABJIEHUsI BCEX rOCY-
JAPCTBEHHBIX JIEN U JIy4dllIel Moib3bl BepHONonaaHHbX Hammx, camu B BepxoBHOM Hartiem TaiiHOM
COBETE MPUCYTCTBOBATH, W JJIS1 TOTO MOTPEOHO, YTOOBI OHBI COBET BCErza OTIPABIISIICS MpU OOKY
Harmiem; Toro pagu orBectu B ToM ke Hariem ieTHeM JBOpIIe OIHY NajiaTy, B KOTOPO# OBl 10 mpHe3/e
Hartiem oHbIiA COBET OTIpaBiisieM ObITh MOT».

OpHako, HECMOTps Ha 3TO, MEHIIIMKOB BCe ellle IPOJOIkKaJl BIACTBOBATh M OTJABaTh pa3ivy-
HBbIE TIPUKA3aHUS.

3TO HE MOIJIO HE pa3paxaTb rocyaaps.

— 4 mokaxy, KTO U3 Hac umreparop: s wim MeHuMKoB! — rpo3Ho KpukHy’ Ilerp, TonHyB
HOT'0I0.

— YcnokonTech, rocyaapb, 3a CBO€ HENOCTyIaHUe KHA3b MEHIIMKOB OTBETUT, — BKPAJUMBbIM
rojiocoM rporosopuit Ocrepmas, oKasblBast BUJ, YTO CTAPAETCS YCIIOKOUTh CBOETO AEP:KaBHOTO BOC-
IIMTAaHHMKA, a HA CAMOM JIeJIe CTapaJiCs HaroBapyuBarh Ha MeEHIINKOBA.

— Jla, na, OH OTBETUT MHE, OH TorIaTuTcs. AHapeil MiBaHOBUY, ceituac ke MPUKaXu Bce MOU
BEIIU U OJEXK Y, HaXoAAIMeCd B ToMe MeHIIMKOBa, IEPEBE3TH CI0AA, BO ABOPELL.

— Crnymato, rocyaapb... A eciau KHA3b MEHIIMKOB He MOCIyIIAaeT U Bellled BallluX, rocyaapb,
He BbImact? OT Hero, Ballle BEINYECTBO, BCETO MOXKHO OKUAATh.

—4... g ykpoiry MeHIIMKOBa, 51 COTHY €ro B Oyry... Tl yBuauiib, AHapeit ViBaHoBUY, Kak
s1 C HUM IIOCTYILIIO, Thl YBUUIIIb.

— Benp kHs3b MeHIMKOB — OyayIIMil TECTh Balllero BeJIMUYecTBa. YI00HO JiH, rocyaapb, Oyaer
C HUM KPYTO MOCTYIUTh?

— MenmmkoB — Mol Tectb? [la Thl HUKaK ¢ yma comen, Anapeit iBanoBny? OH HUKOIIa UM
He Oyzer... Hukorna!

— A ero 109b, KHsKHA Mapust AJieKcaH/IpOBHa, Bellb OHAa OOpyUYeHa C BalllIM BEJIMUECTBOM.

— Yro xe Takoe? OOpyveHa, HO He BeHuYaHa. Kcratu, ceromHsi ke chenath pacropsiKeHHe,
YTOOBI B LIEPKBAaX JI0uepr MEHINMKOBa Ha eKTEHUSIX He TIOMUHAIM U MOEH HeBeCTol He Ha3biBan. O
TOM HYKHYIO OyMary U3rotoBb ¥ MOIILIY K MpeocBsiiieHHoMY ®Peodany, — TOHOM, He AOMyCKAIOIIIM
BO3paXEHUs, ITPOrOBOPUII UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK.

Ja u kTo ctan Obl Bo3paxarh eMy? Bce BelbMOKH, BECh ABOP PAAOBATUCH MAICHUIO BCECHITb-
HOTO BpEMEHIIMKa, ¥ 0osiee ApYrux TOMy pagoBasicsi XUTpbiid OctepmaHn.

VYuacte MeHmmkoBa Oblla OKOHYATeNbHO pemieHa. [Itener; Benukoro [leTpa, BCeCHIIBHBIN,
TIOYTH TOJTHOBJIACTHBIN MpaBuTeb Poccuu mat... Dtoro Kosocca u 6orarbipsi NOOEANT JepiKaBHBIN
MaJIbuuK.

[Merp II 6611 OUTH 0OsI3aH BO3BE/ICHUEM Ha MPEeCTOl MEHIIMKOBY, HO, HECMOTPS Ha ITO, TATO-
THJICS] UM, He JIIOOWI ero. .. la ¥ MOr Jii OH JIIOOUTDH YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPBIN YyTb JIM HE TIEPBBIH MOAIH-
caJl CMepTHBIH ITPUTOBOP €ro OTILY, 37I0cYacTHOMY lapeBuuy Ajiekcero [lerpoBudy? Mor jm 3a0bITh
1oHbIl [leTp To npeneGpexeHne, ¢ KAaKMM OTHOCUJICS K HeMY M K ero cectpe Haraibe MeHIIMKOB BO
Bpems 1apcTBoBanus umreparpuilbl Exatepunst 1?7 Lapcreennsie netu — [letp u Hatanbs — sxum
COBEPIIIEHHBIMHU CUPOTaMH, B 3a0poce, B 3aIHMX KOMHATaxX JBOPLA; 00a OHU HYKJAJIUCh BO MHOTOM,
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Y BCE U3-32 TOro ke MeHIIMKOBa, IOTOMY YTO BPEMEHILUK COKPAIAaJl PacXojbl HA UX COfIEpkKaHHe.
Moru 1 Bce 3TO 3a0bITh IIAPCTBEHHbBIC AT ?

[pexHue rpexu MeHIMKOBA, TO €CTh €r0 Pa3IMYHbIE 37I0YMOTPEOICHUS U Te IPUEMBbI, KAKUMHU
ObLTM HAXUTHI MEHIIMKOBBIM MHUJUTMOHBI, — OJHUX KPECThsIH Y HEro ObLJIO OKOJIO CTa THICSY Yesio-
BeK, — 000 BCEM 3TOM CJIbIIIAI ¥ 3HAT UIMIIEPATOP-OTPOK U PELIHICS OISATh OOpaTUTh MEHIIIMKOBA B
HHUYTO, U3 KOTOPOT'O TOT BHIIIIEJ TI0 BOJIE BEJIMKOTO MPeoOpa3oBaTelis.

Ha 4enoBeka, KOTOpbIN TUTYJI0BaN cebs Tak: «Mbl, AsilekcaHap MeHIIMKOB, PUMCKOTO M pOC-
CHUICKOTO TOCYJapcTBa KHs3b, Teplor MKOpcKui, HacleqHblid ToCioAuH ApaHuOypra U UHBIX, €ro
LIAPCKOT0 BEJIMYECTBA BCEPOCCUICKOIO NEPBBIN JEUCTBUTEIIbHBIN TalHbI COBETHUK, KOMAHAYIOIIUIA
reHepaj-aipamapiinan BOHCK, reHepai-ryoepHatop rydepaun Caskt-IletepOyprckoil 1 MHOTHX
MIPOBUHIIUI €r0 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO BEJIMYECTBa, KaBajiep cestoro Anzapes u Ciona, u benoro u Yep-
HOTO OpJIOB | TIp., ¥ TIP.», — OOPYIIMJIACh OMajia UMIIepaTopa-OTpoKa.

— JloBOJIBHO BJIACTBOBATh M CAMOBOJIbHUYATh MEHIIIMKOBY, HaJJO TIOJIOKUTh 3TOMY KoHell! OH
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO O ceGe BO3MeuTall M, KaXeTcsl, Mpo TO 3a0bly, YTO s — UMreparop... Hago emy
HAIMOMHHUTH 00 3TOM, — ckazai [letp cBoeii cectpe Haranbe AsiekceeBHe.

— A Kak xe Tbl, [leTpyia, nocTynuib co CBOeW HEBECTO ?

— C kakoii? Y MeHsI HET HEBECTHI.

— A nous MenimkoBa, Mapus?

— Omna ObuTa Moeit HeBecTol Tipeskie. Korma MeHs ¢ Helo oOpydanu, Toraa s HaXOAWJICs ToJ
orekoil y MeHIIMKOBa; OH Jiesial CO MHOIO 4To XOTesd. A tenepb, Haraia, Bce He TO, 3Ty OMeKy s
cOpOCHIT CO CBOMX TUIeU... Sl HU ¢ KeM He XO4y pa3fesisaTh CBOIO BiacTh. S — uMmeparop, mue bor
BPYYMJI 3Ty BJIACTh, — C OOJIBIIMM BOOAYIIEBIEHHEM POrOBOPUII UIMITEPATOP-OTPOK.

— Ilerpymma, Kak THI XOpoIl B cBoux cyioBax! Thl TOBOPUIIIL COBCEM KaK OOJBIION, — JTOOYSICh
Ha Jep’kaBHOro Opara, ¢ BOCXMIIIEHHEM IPOroBOpuIIa BeJMKasi KHsbkHa Hartanbst AjekceeBHa.

— A Kpome Toro, £ e1lie CHieH. MeHIMKOB IPOTHB MEHs O0TaThipeM CMOTPUT, a 51 OCHITHJI €70, —
JETCKU-XBACTJIMBO IPOrOBOPHII UMIIEPaTOp-0TPOK. — OJJHAKO OCTABUM I'OBOPUTH PO 3T0. MeHIm-
KOBBI MHE CTPAIITHO HAJ0eNH, U s1 Oyoy OueHb pajl CKopee OTAeNaThcs oT HuX. [lHs uepe3 ABa-TpH
ux He Oyzer. ..

VIII

Me:xny TeM MeHIMKOB TPUHUMAJI BCe MEPBI [J1s1 TOJIEPKAHUS YCKOJIb3aBILEH OT HETO BJIACTU
1, YTOOBI XOTh HECKOJIKO YMHPOTBOPUTH TOCyIaps, MOCIal K HEMY CBOIO XKEeHY U I0Yepe.

Hemasno npunuiocs Beikaath Japse MuxaiiioBHe B nieteprockom JBOpIie, ToKa O Hell J010-
XKW umnepatopy. Ee nodepu HanpaBUIMCh Ha MOJIOBUHY BEJTMKOUW KHsKHBI Hatasibn AJiekceeBHBbI.

XO0JIOHO MPUHSUI €€ TOCYyIaph U CIIPOCKIT O eI ee MPUXOAa.

— 4 mpuiuia K Bam, rocyznapb, 3a MUAJIOCTbIO, — CO cie3amu oTBeTwia Jdapes MuxaiinoBHa,
OITYCKasiCh Ha KOJICHA.

— Bcranbte, KHATUHS, U TOBOPUTE, YTO BaM Ha/10?

— Mwuioctu, nomiaisl, rocyaaps !

— Bbl, KHATUHS, IPOCUTE 32 MyXka?

— 3a Hero, BaIle UMIIEPATOPCKOE BETUYECTBO.

— Bamm nipockObl HarpacHbl, KHATMHS. Bain MyX CIMIIKOM MHOro B3sul Ha ceds. B cBomx
MOCTYIKAaX OH COBCEM 3a0bll, YTO UMIIePaTOp POCCUNCKUN — 51, a He OH. OH 370ynoTpeOs A0Be-
pHveM NOKOMHOW MMIepaTpULIbl: [JApCTBOBaJIa HE OHA, a MeHIMKoB. EMy XOTenoch TOYHO Tak ke
BJIACTBOBATh U B MOE 1IAPCTBOBAHME, HO 3TO eMy He yzaactcsi. Het, 1oBoibHO! — TPOMKO U ¢ BOJIHE-
HHEM TPOrOBOPUII UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK, OBICTPO pacXakuBasi 1O KaOWHETY.

— He o Biact mpocuT Mo# MyK, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, a O CHUCXOKICHUH.
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— JIOBOJIBHO, OH U TO HE B Mepy MOJIb30BAJICS MOUM CHUCXOXJEHUEM. .. €r0 HaJo Obl IpeaTh
CTPOIrOMY CYyAy, HO sl HE XO4Yy 3TOr'0, [IOMHSI CTapble 3aCIyrd MeHIKoBa.

— T'ocynaps, coOnaroposiuTe 1ath HaM pas3pellieHre yexaTb B KaKylo-HUOY/Ib Hallly BOTUMHY.

— Kyna Bam exatb, BbI 00 3TOM MOJTyYUTe YKa3.

— Baiie numneparopckoe BeJIMYECTBO, MPOILY Ballleld MOLaasl HE pajyd MyXka, a pagud MOUX
JoYepel M CbiHa, HU B YEM He MOBUMHHBIX Iepe]] BallluM BeJandecTBoM. OKakXuTe UM MUJIOCTb, TOCY-
Japb.

— Xopolo, 51 MOCMOTPIO. .. OcTaBbTe MEHsI, KHATUHS, 51 3aHSIT.

Ho xusaruns dapbsa MuxaitnoBHa, FpOMKO pbljiasi, OISTh OIyCTUJIACh HA KOJIEHU Nepe]] rocyaa-
pem. Toraa oH, He rOBOps yke OoJiee HU CIIOBA, BBIIIE U3 CBOEro KaOMHETa, OCTABUB IPOCUTETbHUILY.

Bennas kHArMHA BcTasa ¢ KOJIEH M HAIllpaBUJIach Ha MOJIOBUHY BEJIMKOW KHsKHBI Hatanmbu
AJleKceeBHbI; TaM OHa JyMasa BCTPETUTh CBOMX Aouepeil. OHaKo BequKas KHSKHA, YTOObI n30e-
’KaTb OOBSICHEHUS C KEHOH U I04epbMU MEHIIIMKOBA, He TIPUHSIA HX.

Bo aBOplie HUKTO HE pa3roBapyBall C )KEHOU OMAJIBHOTO BEJIbMOXKH U C €r0 J0YepbMU. A 1TaBHO
JIM e1rie BCe UCKAJIM PACTIONOKEHH S KHATUHA MEHIITMKOBOM, 32 OOJIBIIYIO YeCTh MOYUTAIIH, €CITH OHA
roBopuiia ¢ keM-Jimoo? YBbl! Bce MUHOBAJIO; TeTieph BCe OeKalld OT Hee KakK OT 3a9yMJICHHOM.

Hapbst MuxaiijioBHa OTIpaBuIIa I0uepent JOMOM, a cama HarpaBuiachk B kBaptupy OcrepMana,
Aymasi TaM HaliTh COYyBCTBHE U MOMOIIIb, TeM Oosiee uTo OctepMaH MHOTUM ObuT 00s13aH MeHIu-
KOBY.

«[TomHs Hamnry xJieO-cob U Hallle pacnoyiioxkeHue, Auapeir VIBaHOBUY, MOXKET, 3aMOJIBUT 3a
Hac 100poe CJIOBEUYKO ToCyapio, 3aCTYIUTCS 3a HAC; CTaHy CJIE3HO MPOCUTH €ro 00 STOM; MOH CJI€3bI
TPOHYT €ro Cepale... BeJb YeJIOBEK OH, HE 3Bepb OECUyBCTBEHHBIN», — lyMaJia yIpydeHHasi TopeM
KHATMHA MeHmmkoBa, Bxoas kK Ocrepmany.

— 3Halo, KHATHHS, 3HAI0, 3a4€M Bbl II0KaJI0BAJIM KO MHE, HO, K CBOEMY KpailHEMY COXAJICHUIO,
HUYEro Jyisl Balllero MyXa c/ielaTh He MOTYy, HU4ero! — BCTpeTus ee XuTpoiid Octepman.

— Batomka, Anapeii MiBaHOBUY, BOWAM Thl B Hallle TOPbKOE MOJIOKEHUE, MIOMOTH Thl HaM,
romoru!

— W pag Obl1, 1ynieBHO paj, 1a He MOTY, KHATUHIOINIKA.

— He roBopu Tak, Auapeit IBaHOBHY, MOXeIIIb ThI, BCE MOXeIlIb!.. [ocynaph Teds ciyIaer. . .

— He ckaxwure, noopeitmas lapsst MuxaitioBHa, He ckaxute. Hain ummepatop noguac ObiBaet
CaMOHpPAaBEH, /14, KpPOME TOro, €ro BEJIMYECTBO CIUIIKOM OTOPYEH MOCTYNKAMU Balllero MyXa M rHe-
BaeTcs Ha Hero. S mpoOoBast ObLIO IPOCUTH TOCyaps 3a KHA3s Ajiekcanpa [lanmioBruya.

— Ox, Anapeit ViBaHOBUMY, HENpaB/1y Thl TOBOPUILIb, Herpasay ! He cranels Thl 3a HaC MpOCUTb,
HE CTaHellb!

— Kusruns, cBoumu ciioBamul Bl OOMXKaeTe MEHS. . .

— IIpoctu, ecnu Mou cioBa, AHapeit ViBaHoBUY, TeOe OOMIHBIMU MTOKA3AJIMCh, ¥ €CITH Tl XOTh
HEMHOTO JKaJleelllb Hac, TO MOMOru Ham, Xpucrta pagu!.. 3eMHO 0 ToM mpoiry Tebs! — W pu 3tux
croBax OenqHast [lapbss MuxaiiioBHa OITyCTUIach Ha KosieHH niepenl OctepMaHOM, KOTOPBIH Bee Ooree
u Oosiee BXOWJI B JIOBepHEe K TOcyapio ¥ ObUT Tereph CaMbIM MTPUOTMKEHHBIM K HEMY YEJIOBEKOM.

— Yo 3710, KHATUHA? BeTanbTe, BeTanbte, UTo Bh!.. ECii ObI OBUTO B MOEH BJIACTH ONPaBIATh
KHs135 AJlekcanapa [laHnioBuYa WM, Tak CKa3aTh, CIJIAJUTh BCE €ro MPOCTYIKU, TO s CAea Obl
9T0 U 0e3 BalMx NOKJIOHOB. Ho, MOBTOpsII0, 51, K COXAIEHUIO, HUYETO He MOTY CliesiaTh il Hero,
HUYEro, — Xo0J10iHO nporoBopui Ocrepman. — [IpocTute MeHsl, MHE HeoCYT. §1 crielly B BEpXOBHBIN
COBET. .. MEHS OJKHU/IAI0T, — JIOOABWII OH, CTapasich OCBOOOIUTD U3 PYK MEHIIIMKOBOY CBOW paCIUTHIN
30JI0TOM Ka(TaH.

— Tak He Moxelb, He MOXKellIb? — BCTaBasi ¢ KoJsieH, nepecrnpocuia Japes Muxainosaa. — Hy
U He Hajo... He Hago!.. S yHmxkanace nepesa Todoto, AHaper VIBaHOBHMY, CO cie3aMH yMOJIsiIa, HO
HUYTO He TpoHyIo Tebs1. CmoTpu, AHnpeit ViBaHoBUY, BeJib CyabOa epeMeHYnBa, MOXKET ObITh, U ThI
y3Haellb CBOW YEpPHBII JIeHb, U HaJ| TOOOW HAMacTh pa3pasuTCs, Kak pa3pa3uiiach OHAa HaJl HAMH. ..
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ThI cMeelbes Tenephb Haf Hallel Oe/I0i, Tak TIOCMeloTCs Apyrue Ha TBoel Oemoi. .. [Ipormai! — U
KHSTMHS MEHIMKOBa He criela octapuiia kabuHer OcrepMaHna.

«®Py! Yto ona Tyt HaroBopmia? [Ipo KakON-TO «4epHBIN AeHb», PO KaKyl0-TO Oeqy Hame-
KaJja... Mmyraja KakoW-To HaracTeio... Bor B3nopHas 6aba!.. 3actymarbest 3a MenmmkoBa! Ciyra
TIOKOPHBIN. .. §] He criemma, a Majo-nmoMaity 3aiiMy ero MecTo U Oy/ly TaKuM ke MHUHUCTPOM, KaKUM
6611 MenmmkoB. [ToBnacTBoBas OH, ¥ TOBOJIBHO, TEMEPh MOsI oYepe/ib!» — paccykaal cam ¢ co0o0
Ocrtepman.

Korpa kapera kusaruau Japbu MuxaioBHbl OTheXajla OT MOAbEe3/1a IBOPIIA, rocyAapb OTAA
MPUKa3 HAJIOKUTh HA MEHIIIMKOBA JOMAIIIHUI apecT U MOPYYUJI BBITIOJIHUTD 3TO F'€Hepasl-JIEUTEHAHTY
CaJTbIKOBY.

— MeHIMKOB MHOTO, MHOTO 371a Hajiesiasl MoeMy OeIHOMY OTILy, U 51 He MOTy 3a0bITh 3TO, —
CKa3as OH. — 5] He MOry TepreTh YeloBeKa, KOTOPBIA ObLI 3710[IceM MOeMy OTITy U Moel 6abke, rocy-
napsiHe EBnokuu ®enoposHe. Keratu, Anapeit iBanoBuy, ckopo Jit Mbl B MOCKBY noeemM? — crpo-
cun y OcrepMaHa UMIIEpaTop-OTPOK.

— DTO 3aBUCHUT, FOCYJaph, OT BalllUX [IPUKa3aHUI, KaK Bbl TIOBEJIETh U3BOJIUTE.

— IMurep mue Hanoer, st xouy B MockBy. B Mockse syuriie. He npaBna iu, Bansi? — oOparuiicst
rocyaapb K cBoemy JIiooumily, KHs3i0 MiBany JlonropykoBy.

— I'me Bam xopo1110, TaM ¥ MHE HE IUJI0XO0, FOCy1aph.

— Cnacu6o, Bans, ciacu6o!.. 3Hato, moOUIIb THl MeHs, TipeJaH MHe. A AHapeii iBaHOBUY
TeOs1 He JIIOOUT.

— T'ocynaps, Korma xe ... — MeHsISICh B Jiiie, mpodopmoTan OcTepMaH.

— Ha, #a, Tel He JMoOHIL BaHI0; TOBOPUIIIL, YTO OH OTBJIEKAET MEHS OT 3aHSITUN HAyKaMH...
Beapb roopun?

—4... g x ka3 VBany AnekceeBudy NyLIEBHYIO IPUBA3AHHOCT UMEIO. . .

— Hy xopomo, Anapeit lBanoBuY, XOpoIIo, s MOMIYTWI... Tak Thl TOBOPUILIb, HAM CKOPO
MOXHO U B MOCKBY exaTh? — MeHsIsl pa3roBop, cripocui y Ocrepmana rocyaaph.

— MokHo, rocynapp, 1Hel 4epes3 MATh-1LIECTb.

— U otmmano! Bot met cipoBagyum u3 [Tutepa MenmmkoBa, a camu B MockBy noeieMm. 51 o060
MockBy, odeHs JoOmo! A 3Haete oyemy? [lotomy uto, roBopsaT, MockBy moowi mo# oterl... U
Harama mo6ut. A b1, Bans, mooumbs 11 MockBy? [a? ¥V TBoero otma, Kaxercs, moj MocKBou
Oorbiast ycaap0a ecTh?

— Ecrb, rocynape. I OpeHKM nIpo3bIBaeTCA.

— W oxorutbces, Bans, MoxxHO?

— Kak e, Haim Jieca M300MIyIOT TU4bl0. B HUX Jaske MoraiaeTcss U KpacHBIN 3BEpb.

— [NoGpIBaeM, HempeMeHHO TIOObIBaeM U B ycagbOe y TBOETO OTIIA U MOOXOTHMCS TaM BBOJIIO.
Uro Th1 MOpIMIITbCS, AHIper IBaHOBUY? Yk Kak Thl XOUelllb, 8 OXOTUThCS 1 Oymy. ['oBopsAT, mpasien
MO, TOKOWHBIN Hapb AJiekceln MUXaijioBUY, JIIOOUT OXOTUThCS 1o MOCKBOW, U JIEC TaM TaKOH eCTh,
CoKoNbHUKAMHU TIPO3bIBAETCS, B KOTOPOM OH JIIOOUJT OXOTUThCSA. .. Tak 51 roBopio, Bans?

— Tak, rocynaps.

— A o1, AHzipeii iBaHoBWY, 6a0y1IIKe MOEH, LIapuIle-THOKMHE, TTOCIA JIU MTUChMO C U3BECTHEM,
Y10 MEHIIMKOB yXe OOJbIlie He MTPAaBUTEIb, HE PETeHT U YTO eMy He MUHOBATh CChLIIKH?

— Kak ke, o TBOEMY IpHKa3y, rocyaapb, Buepa ¢ HapouHbIM B MockBy, B HoBoneBruuii MoHa-
CTBIpb MOCNIA. ..

— MeHIMKOB 10 CBOEMY JIESIHUIO 3aCiyKMJI CMEPTHYIO Ka3Hb, HO s nomuiyio ero. Ilycts
KHBET... s MPOTHB Ka3HU. MOXHO HaKa3bBaTh IMPECTYITHUKOB, MocjaaTth B CHOUPD, a )KU3Hb OTHU-
MaTh Y HUX HE HaJI0 — )KM3Hb HaM JlaHa borom, eio u pacnopsikaTbcsi MOXET Tojibko bor! 4 BoT moa-
pacTy, BO3MYXaio U HETIPEMEHHO OTMEHIO Ka3Hb. S1 ¥ Tenephb czena Obl 3TO, 1a HEKOTOPHIE YJICHBI
BEPXOBHOI'O COBETa OTCTaMBAIOT Ka3Hb, 1a U AHApeil VIBaHOBMY rOBOPUT, UTO MPECTYITHUKOB HAJ0
Ka3HUTH B IPUMEP [IPYTUM, — IIPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK.
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— Hano xapatb npectyrmiienue, rocyaapb, HHaue MPecTyIHUKOB pa3BeeTCsl TAKOE MHOKECTBO,
YTO C HUMH criajia He OyJeT, — BHYIIUTEIbHO MpoMoiBui OcTepMaH.

— Paszymeercs, Haka3bIBaTh HaJl0, HO TOJIBKO HE cMepThio. HenaBHo kHA3b VIBaH a1 MHE XOpo-
IIMA YPOK. .. XOTUTE, pacCKaxy?

— Iloxanyiicta, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — C HU3KUM MOKJIOHOM Iporoopusl OcrepMaH.

— 1 cnemmn Kynma-to exarb. MHe MOACYHYIM MOANKCATh CMEPTHBIN MpUroBop. $1 B3su1 mepo
Y He 4yMTasi XOTeJl yKe MOANMcaTh ero. A KHsa3b VIBaH mogomen Ko MHe U OOJNIBHO YIIMIHYJI — TaK
OO0JIBHO, UTO s BCKPUKHYJT OT O0JH. TOJIBKO UTO XOTEJ s pa3pa3uThCsi THEBOM, a KHsI3b VIBaH M TOBOPUT
MHe: «Bot, rocynapb, Teb6e O0JBHO OT TOTO, YTO s YIIMIHYJI TeOsl, a KAKOBO TOMY HECYaCTHOMY, Y
KOTOPOTo OE3BMHHO XOTST TooBy cpyouth? M ThI, rocyaapb, mpesxje 4YeM MOINKICHIBATH, TPOYUTAT
Obl». S BHUMATEILHO MTPOYMTAI IPUTOBOP U HAIIENT 0OPEYEHHOro Ha CMEPTHYIO Ka3Hb HEBUHOBHBIM.
[TpuroBop s pazopBal, a KHsI3s1 MBaHa Kperko oOHsT U pacuenoBal... A rae ke on? ['ne Bansa? —
OIJISI/IBIBASICh, POTOBOPHIT UMIIEpaTop-0TpoK. — KHs3p VIBaH He MOXeT ciymiaTh, KOrja ero XBajsT,
Bcerga yizaert... HaBeproe, oH B mapke. [oiitu k Hemy, — 100aBWII TOCYIaph 1 MOCIEITHO BBIIIIE.

IX

N Ha camom zene, Bo Bpems pacckasa Ilerpa kua3p MBan [lonropykoB HE3aMETHO BBIIIEIL.

JloMm-n1Bope1 KHs1351 MEHIITMKOBA CTall BAPYT HE TOT, KAKUM OH ObUT peskie. [ledansHo, MpayHo
ObLJIO TaM; TOYETHBIE KapayJIbl B JOME U OKOJIO IOMa ObLIM CHSITHI; Y €r0 MObe3/1a He BUHEIOCh Bepe-
HUII S9KMTIaXKeH; Ha JIECTHUIIC U B TiepeJHel He ObLIO JIaKeeB B HAITYIPEHHbIX MApUKaX U B JIUBpPEsX,
pacHIMTBIX 30JI0TOM. A ellle Tak HeaBHO B mepegHel y MeHIIMKoBa JOXKUAAINCh CBOEH ouepean
BEJIbMOKH 1 CaHOBHMKH. Kyna Bce BOpPYT MojeBajioch — MOTYILECTBO, cilaBa, OJ1ecK, Beamuune?

W Hap nomom, 1 HaJl caMUM XO3SIMHOM pa3pa3ujiach rocy/iapepa ornasia.

MeHIIMKOB, TIOKUHYTHIH, 3a0bITHI BCEMU, MPAaYHO HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, XOQMJI IO OIYCTEJIbIM
KOMHAaTaM CBOETo JJOMa-BOpLa.

Vka3 umriepatopa-oTpoka oT 8 ceHTs0pss 1727 roma mosepr B Oombiioe rope AJieKcaHapa
HanunoBuya. OH ObLT TAKOTO COACPKAHUS:

«[Tone:xxe Mbl BceMuiocTuBeIllE HAMEPEHHUE B3sJIM OT cero BpemeHu CamMu B BEpPXOBHOM
TAHOM COBETe MPUCYTCTBOBATh, BCEM YKa3aM OTITPABJICHHBIM OBITh 3a TIOIIMUCAHNEM COOCTBEHHbIS
Hariest pyku 1 BEpXOBHOTO TAHOTO COBETA, TOTO Pa/Iv MOBEJIEIH, 1a0bl HUKAKHMX YKA30B WU MIHCEM,
0 KaKux Obl ieJ1ax OHbISA ObLITM, KOTOPbIE OT KHS351 MEHITMKOBA WJTH OT KOro Obl MHAYE MAPTUKYJISIPHO
MYCaHbl WM OTIPaBJICHb! OYIyT, M 1O OHBIM OTHIONb HE UCHOJIHSATH 1071 onaceHreM Harrero ruesa;
Y O CeM ITyOJIMKOBaTh BCEHAPOTHO BO BCEM IrOCYJapCTBE U B BOMCKE».

l'opbkue crne3pl notekIn U3 a3 MeHIMKoBa, Korja eMy A MPOYUTaTh ITOT yKas.

— bariomika, Anekcanap JlaHuaoBUY, O 4eM ke Thl Tuladenb? Beab He Bce ellle MOTepsiHO.
Bunacts Th1 oTepsis M MoryiectBo. Tak bor ¢ Helo, u ¢ BiacThio!.. YeneM X0Th B Hallly IOIMOCKOBHYIO
BOTUMHY U CTAaHEM TaM KUTb CIIOKOMHO, — yTellast My:ka, ckazaja KHAruHa lapbs MuxaiiioBHa.

— Her, HeT... MeHs CONUTIOT B JaJIeKyI0 ycaaboy.

— Yro e, ¥ TaM JIIOJIU JKUBYT, U MBI OyIEeM JKHTb.

— A nouepu? A cpiu?

— W ux BO3bMEM; ¥ OHU C HAMU JKUTh OYIyT.

— B miymu, B onasie? Pa3zBe OHM NPUBBIKIIM K TaKOW KU3HU?

— He npuBbikiM, Tak NPUBBIKHYT. DX, Ajiekcanap aHWioBUY, Jpyr Thl MOH cepaeuHbli! ¥V
HAIlIUX JIETOK U3Hb TOJIBKO €llle HAYMHAETCS, HaJl0 UM KO BCEMY IpUBbIKaTh. Beab kKU3Hb-TO Nepe-
MEHYMBA, HA ce0e ThI 9TO BUUIILIb.

— Hy, s1 BUHOBEH, 1 rHeBaiicsl HA MEHs1, U Ka3HU MEeHsI, a 3a4eM 3Ke JieTell Tporath, Te0s? Benp
BBI-TO HU B YeM He BUHOBHBI. Mainy xayiko: OeqHasi, HecyacTHas. .. QOOpy4YeHHOW HEeBEeCTOU Oblia,
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C TOCyapeM KOJIbIIOM 0OpyJasIbHIM OOMEHSIach. .. 13 HeBecT-To apcKux J1a B cchuIKy! Jlerko
eil, ceprevyHor? — YyTh HE C pblJaHUEM IPOrOoBOPHII MEHIIMKOB.

— YTO roBOpUTH, JIeTKO Ju? A 1 TO MOJIBUTD, Januiery, Ha Bce Boxbs Bois... Ha Bce cBoi
TIpeziest TOJIOKEH YeIOBEeKY. 3a JieTell O0sIThCs Heuero: ux bor He OCTaBHT, MOTOMY UTO HE BUHOBATHI
onu! — yremana Japess MuxaiiioBHa CBOEro ymaBIlIEro JyXxoM MykKa.

A cama oHa? Yto 4yBCTBOBaJIa, UTO MEPEKMBAJIA, YTO UCTIBLITHIBAIA OHA, KOTAa OeJbl OHA 3a
JPYyroil 0OpYIIMBAJIMCh HA €€ MyXka U Ha ee JIeTei?

Boen cekperapp MeHmkoBa 3103UH U JOJIOKWIT:

— Bama cBetiocts, renepan CalThIKOB OT BEJIMKOTO ToCyaapsi MPUObITh U3BOJIHIL.

MEeHIMKOB U3MEHUJICS B JIALIE.

— IIpocuTs! — 3aabIXaOMIMMCS TOJIOCOM IIPOTOBOPUII OH.

CniecrBo, HaiMeHHO Botuesl CalThIKOB U, CJIErKa KMBHYB I'0JI0BOI0 MEHIIIMKOBY, IPOMKO CKa-
3a:

— INo ykazy ero BenmvecTBa, rocyaaps UMIEpaTopa, BaM, KHs3b, OOBSBISETCS TOMALTHUAN
apecr.

— Kak? Mens. .. meHs nog apect? 3a 4To, 32 Kak1e NPeCTyIUIeHUsI? — MPOCTOHAI MEeHIIMKOB.

— 3a yro? Bam 310 npeAcTaBAT MO MyHKTaM. Bel Tenephb 10KHbI, KHSI3b, HUKYA HU BBIE3XKATb,
HU BBIXOAUTH. K 1BEpsIM U K BOPOTaM IMOCTaBJIeH Oy/IeT Kapayil.

— Bboxe, boxe! 1o yero st goxusn! MeHsi, mepBoro MUHUCTPA B TOCYAApCTBE, TeHEpATUCCUMYCa
PYCCKHX BOWCK, MOJ apecT! — ¢ OTYassHHEM BOCKJIMKHYJ AJiekcanap JlaHuIoBUY, CXBaTUBILIKCH 32
rOJIOBY U Majas B KpecJo.

Hapbss MuxaiinoBHa C 1iayeM KHMHYJIach K MyXKy, a CalThIKOB, XOJIOIHO MOCMOTPEB HAa PyX-
HYBUIETO KOJIOCCA, BbILLIEIL.

KHs13p MeHIMKOB Hammcas ObUIo TOCyIapio MMChMO, B KOTOPOM YMOJISIT O TIPOIIEHHUHU U TPO-
CUJ JIO3BOJICHHUSI yeXaThb BMECTe C CEMEHCTBOM Ha YKpauHy, HO, Kak Obl B OTBET Ha 3TO, €My CO00-
IIAJIH, YTO OH JIMIIIAETCS ABOPSHCTBA, YMHOB U OPZICHOB; a y ero qouepu Mapuu, y ObIBITIEH [ApCKOi
HEBECThI, OTOOPAJIM PUIBOPHYIO MPUCITYTY U SKUIIAKH.

OpnuHHAAATOTO CEHTAOPs MEHIMKOBY OBLIO IPUKA3aHO CO BCEM CEMENCTBOM €XaTh HeMe sl
B CCBUIKY, B PaneHOypr Ps13aHckoii ryOepHUn.

Hacrynun nesnp orbezna MenirkoBa. OKoJI0 €ro BEJMKOJIEITHOIO JIOMa C paHHEro yTpa ToJ-
MWIKCh THICSIYM HAPOJZA, TaK YTO CTO ABAJLATh BEPXOBbIX IBapAEHIIEB, HA3HAYEHHBIX COITPOBOK/IATh
MeHImMKOBa, €Ba MOIJIM CAEPXkaThb TOJITY. BceM MHTepecHO ObUIO B3MISIHYTh, KK MOEJIET B CCHUIKY
elle TaK HeJaBHO MOT'yILECTBEHHBI, MOJIy/IePKaBHBII BJIACTEINH, a TeNepb ONaJbHbINA MEHIIMKOB.

Bopota noma MeHmmkoBa OblIM pacCTBOPEHBI; BECh JBOP 3alpykKeH ObUT KapeTaMu U MOBO3-
KaMH, KOTOPBIX IO cYeTy ObUIO COPOK JIBE; KapeThl MTpeAHa3HAYaIUCh 7151 MEeHIIIMKOBA U €r0 CEeMbH,
a MOBO3KH — JJISl €f0 MHOTOYMCIIEHHOTO 1ITaTta ¥ npuciayru. [locie qonroro oxkugaHus Ha OIbE3e
cBoero goma nosisuicss MenmmkoB. OH ObuT OJiefieH U eBa TepecTynal HOraMu; 32 HAM IIUIa €ro
’KE€Ha C OMYXIIMMH OT CJIE3 IJ1a3aMHu.

MeHIMKoB MoIya, OHYpsl TOJIOBY, CEJl B KAPETy, a KHATUHSA Cella B Hee JIMILIb [10CJIe TOro, Kak
HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOKPECTUIIACh U TMOKJIOHWIACh HAPOZLY.

Bo BTOpOIi KapeTe moexait cbiH MeHIMKOBa AJIEKCaH/Ip, B TPEThel — ObIBIIAsi HEBECTa UMIIe-
paropa-oTpoKa, 37I0MoTyYHasi KHshkHa Mapwsi; Mio y Hee ObUIO 3aKpBITO T'YCTHIM ByajieM; C Helo
ceJla MJIaIIasi cecTpa, KpacaBuia AJIeKCaHIpa; OHa, OeHasi, TOPKO IIIaKaa.

B n1pyrux kaperax M MOBO3Kax e€Xalu POACTBEHHMKH MEHIIMKOBAa U €ro MpHUOIMKEHHBIE,
PELUMBILIMECS PA3JEIUTh C HUM CCBUIKY.

Opnexa Kak Ha MeHIIMKOBe, TaK U Ha COMPOBOJK/IABIINX €ro ObUla TpaypHasi.

JITMHHBINA KOPTEK ONMAJIBHOTO BEJIbMOXKHU TBUHYJICS BIIOJb 10 HabepexxHou. OTpsay rapeiies
TOJ1 HAYaJIbCTBOM KalMTaHa OKPYKIJI KapeTy MeHIIIMKOBa ¢ cabisiMH HaroJIo.
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CoOpasimiicst HApoJ, XpaHUII IITyOOKOe MOJTUYaHME; OH He BBIKA3bIBAJI K Orajie MeHIMKOBa HU
pagocTy, HY MeYau.

Korna kapeTs! Belexaiiu 3a 3acTaBy M OTh€XaIM HECKOJIBKO BEPCT, MX JOTHAJI TPUIBOPHBII 0hU-
1ep 1 otoOpasl y MeHIMKOBa Bce HaXOAMBIIMECS MPU HEM MHOCTPAHHBIE OPIIEHA; PYCCKUE ObLIH
otoOpanbl y Menmukosa ene B [letepOypre.

b3 Teepu Ha Anekcanipa JaHWIoOBMYA M HAa €ro CeMENCTBO OOpyIIMiIach HOBast OOb-
mas 6ena. Eaa Tobko MEHIMKOB pacTioNOXKUIICS Ha HOWIET B JIepeBEeHbKe, HaXoAsIecs o3
roposa, 1Bephb B n30y OBICTPO OTBOPWJIACH M HA TIOPOTE MOSIBUJICS HAXOAMBILIHIACS B CBUTE MMITepa-
TOpa-0TpoKa reapaeen-oguriep JleByika XparyHoB.

— Ipocrute, KHA3D, 5 TOMean Bam? — TUXO MporoBopui JleByiika, oOparmasick kK MeHmu-
KOBY.

— He naspiBaii, rocnonux oduiiep, MeHs KHs3eM. .. [lepen To00i He KHsI3b, & CCHUTBHBII.

— S mpucnaH K BaM ¢ HEMPUATHOM AJIs1 BaC HOBOCTBIO. S1 MMelo yKa3 nepecajuThb Bac U3 BallluX
KapeT B IIPOCThIE, HA KOTOPBIX BbI IIOEAETE JO MECTa CCHUIKMU.

— Mowux BparoB 1 MOsI CChUIKA He ycrokoua!.. MI3MbInuissior onn MHe 6eaty 3a Geytoi. 51 ux He
MIpe3Upalo, a CoXajelo, — 3ayMUMBO IPOroBOPHII MEHIIMKOB.

— Ha mens He rHeBaiitech! f TyT HU NpH YeM, Tak Kak JIMILIb UCIOJIHSIIO CBOU JJOIT.

— 4 Ha Tebs1, roconyH oduIep, He MPETEHIYI0, Thl — TOJBKO MCHOTHUTENb BOJU Ipyrux. O0
omroM Moo st ['ocriofa Bora, 4ToObl y MeHs, a Takxke y Moel OeTHOM, HeBUHOBHOW CEMbU XBaTHJIO
TepIIeHHsI TIEPEHECTH 3TO TshKesloe ucnbitanue. Ecii v ckopOimio 1, To He 3a ce0sl, a 3a IeTel HecuacT-
HBIX, 32 )KEHY.

— Ilpoctute, KHs3b, s1 COUYBCTBYIO BaM. .. MHE U BacC kaJjlb, U Ballly CEMBIO.

— Kak? Bol MeHs xasieete? — ¢ yauBjIeHueM cripocui XpamyHoBa Asekcanap Janunosuu. — 1
3a0bLIM TIPO TO 3710, KAKOE 51 IPUYMHIIT BaM, Oyy4r BCECHJIbHBIM UEJIOBEKOM B rOCyapcTBe?

— JlaBHO 3a0bL1, 00 TOM 5 y’Ke HEJABHO CKa3aJl BaM.

— Cnacu6o! Ecnu He Opesryenis MHOIO, HEMOIIHBIM, ONAIBHBIM CTAPHUKOM, TO JI03BOJIb MHE
oOHATh TeOs1! — I MeHIMKOB Kpenko 0OHsLT XparyHoBa.

W3 Teepu onanbHbIX MEHIIMKOBHIX MMOBE3NH yke B PaHeHOypr He B KapeTax, a B MPOCTHIX
TeJIerax.

Ho Bparu MeHImkoBa He YCIIOKOMJIHCH €r0 CChUIKOI. DTOro UM ObUIo Masio. PaneHOypr XoTh
1 He 630K ot [letepOypra, a Bce ke U3 Hero CKopee MOXHO BepHYThCs, yeM u3 Cudupu. M BOT nipo
MeHIMKOBa CTTM pacipOCTPAHATh Pa3Hble HEOBUTHUIIBL.

B IlerepOypre, o coBaM MCTOpPHKA, ObLIM MOAHATH Pa3IMYHble OOBUHEHUsI MPOTUB HETO,
OTYACTH CIIPaBEIIMBbIC, OTYACTH U3MBIIUIEHHBIE 37100010. PacckaspiBaiv, 4TO OH CHOCHJICS C TIpYC-
CKMM JBOPOM U TPOCHJI JECATh MUJJIMOHOB B3alMBbl, 0Oelasi OTAATh BABOE. YBEPSUIIM, UTO, MOJIb3Y-
sICh CBOMIM MOTYIIIECTBOM, OH, C YECTOTIOOMBBIMY IEJISIMH 3aXBaTa BEPXOBHOM BJIACTH, XOTEJ YAAIUTh
rBapAefcKuX O(UIIEPOB U 3aMEHUTDh X CBOMMH JI0OMMIIaMH. TOMKOBaIM, YTO OH OT UMEHU TTOKOH-
HOU MMIIepaTpuIlbl COCTaBUI (pasbiiBoe 3aBemanye. CTaBUId eMy B BUHY, UTO OH OrpaOril CBOETo
MAJIOJIETHETO Irocynaps M, 3aBeAys MOHETHBIM JIBOPOM, IIPUKAa3bIBaJl BBIITYCKATh TJIOXOTO I0OCTOMH-
CTBa JICHbI'M, 0Opallasi B CBOIO MOJIb3y HEe BKJIIOYEHHYIO B HUX JOJTI0 YMCTOro Metayuia. [Tpunomuanmm
U TIPeXKHHUE ero Irpexu, Kak, Mojib3ysch noeepueM Ilerpa Bemukoro, oH 00KpapiBail Ka3Hy U 3TUM
HAKWJI HECMETHOE O0rarcTBo. [ OBOpHIIN, UTO BEIIH, KOTOPBIE OH B351JI C COOO0I0, CTOMIIU, TIO MHEHHIO
OJIHUX, MATh MUJIJTMOHOB, TI0 MHEHUIO IPyruX — ABaAuaTh. OOBUHsIM MEHIIMKOBA B HEJABHUX Taii-
HBIX cHomIeHusx co IlIBenueii B ymepd untepecam Poccru; eme npu xu3Hu umrnepatpuibl Exare-
punbl [ oH OyATO OBI TIHCAJT K IIBEICKOMY ceHaTopy [IuKepy, uTo y Hero B pykax BO€HHasl CHJIa ¥ OH
HE JIOIYCTUT HU J10 yero BpegHoro yis [eenum.

Bce at1 pacckasbl, 0TYACTH TIpaBIMBbIEC, OTYACTH BHIMBIIIUIEHHBIE, Bce Oosiee 1 Ooee BOOpy-
KaJu MPOTUB MEHIIMKOBA MMIIEpAaTOpa-OTPOKa, a TaKKE U BEPXOBHBIM TalHBIA COBET, TaK YTO
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nocJieqHUM 1ociai B PaneHOypr K onajabHOMY BEJIbMOXE CTO JBAIIATh BOIPOCHBIX MTyHKTOB, OOBH-
HSIBIIMX €rO.

MEHIIMKOB CKOJIBKO MOT OIPaB/IBIBAJICS IIPOTHB MPEIbsBIEHHBIX eMy 00BHHeHMH. Ho okoHYa-
TEJIbHO MOBPEIIIIO eMy TOAMETHOE MUChMO, KoTopoe Hanuti B MockBe, y CriacCKuX BOpPOT, B MapTe
1728 rona; oHO conepxaio B cebe 3almTy U ornpapaaHre MeHIIMKOBa, a BCJAESICTBUE STOT0 ObLIO
MIPU3HAHO, YTO OHO COCTABJIEHO UMEHHO MM CaMUM, «IIPUOETaBIIMM TaKUM 00pa3oM K CpelacTBam
HETIO3BOJIMTENILHBIM JIJISI CBOETO CIIACCHUST».

Toraa BepxOBHBII TalHBIA COBET IOCTAHOBUII KOH(PUCKOBATh BCE JOCTOSTHUE OMAJIbHOTO BEJIb-
MOXH, TeM OoJiee YTO TOrJa U3 pa3HbIX KaHIEISIPUil HavuaIu MOCTYNaTh TpeOOBAaHMSI O BO3BPAIICHUH
JEHeT U MaTepuasioB, HE3aKOHHO 3aXBaYe€HHBIX MEHIIIMKOBBIM.

3a Bce 3T0 MEeHIIMKOBa 1 BCE €ro CeMENCTBO MOCTAHOBUIIM OTIPaBUTh B CHOUPB, B OTHAJICH-
HBI} ITyCTHIHHBIN bepe3os.

Bce oroOpanu y Hekorga mosynepkaBHOTO BJIACTENIMHA, U ObUIO NIPUKA3aHO BBIAABATh €My C
CeMbell M CO CITyTaMH TIO IIeCTH pyOsield B IeHb «KOPMOBBIX JICHET>.

Caostuenuity MeHmmmkoBa BapBapy ApceHbeBy ObUIO MPHKA3aHO MOCTPUYb B skeHCKoM Cop-
CKOM MOHACTHIpE.

IMo cnoBam KCTOPUKOB, Yy MEHIITMKOBA ObLIO OTOOPAHO «JECATH THICSY AyIIl KPECThSIH M TOPOJIA:
Opanuendaym, Amoypr, Konopse, PanenOypr, nea ropoga B Manopoccuu — [oven u Barypun — u
KanuTtasa TPUHAIIATh MUJIJTMOHOB PyOJieid, 3 KOTOPBIX AEBATh MUJIJTMOHOB HAXOIMITCH HA X PAHEHUH
B MHOCTPAHHBIX OaHKax, Ja CBEpPX TOTO Ha MUJUTMOH BCSIKOW JIBM)KUMOCTH Y OPWJIJTMAHTOB; OTHOM
30JI0TOI U cepeOpsHO nocyapl y MeHIMKoBa KOH(UCKOBAHO OoJiee ABYXCOT MY0B».

[Tpuka3s exats B bepe3oB ObUT HOBBIM M HEOXKUAAHHBIM YIAPOM JIJIS OMaIbHBIX MEHIIMKOBBIX.

OcoOeHHO TsKeIOo NOIEUCTBOBAJIO TO Ha 3JIONOTYYHYIO KHSDKHY Mapuio, ObIBIIIYIO TOCYAapeBy
HEBECTY; OHa JI0JITO phiAajia U OMIach B UCTEPHKE.

OtyastHue novepy MOBEprio B CKOpOb camoro MeHIMKoBa U ero skeHy. JloOpast KHATWHS
Terepb CTajla Hey3HaBaeMa: OHa TaK IMOXyJesia U OCYHYJIach, YTO CMOTpeJa JAPSIXJION CTapyXoi; ee
71232 OT MOCTOSIHHBIX CJIe3 HAUaJlU CJICIHYTh.

— Maina, munasi, TpOCTHIIb JIU Thl MEHsI, TOMyOKa, MPOCTHIIb JIU CBOETO HECUACTHOTO OTHA? —
C IJ1a3aMH, TIOJTHBIMU CJIe3, cKazal Asiekcanap JaHninoBuY gouepu, KOorjaa oHa HECKOJIbKO TIOYCIIOKO-
WJIach ¥ NiepecTasa Miakarhb.

— MHe He B yeM IpomIaTh Bac, Bbl HM B YeM HE BUHOBHBI MTPEI0 MHOIO, — THXO OTBETHJIA OTILY
3sonoiy4yHas Mapus.

— Kax He BuHOBeH? Beb Bce TBOe HecuacThbe, Bce TBOE rope uepe3 MeHsi!.. ¥V TeOs ObLT JKeHuX,
mobumblii rpad Cariera, a st OTHSUI €ro y TeOs U KeHWT Ha Apyrou... Kusse ®enop Obu1 MU TBO-
eMy Cepally — s U ero OTHsI. BiactomoOue u TiiecaaBue He JaBaiyd MHeE MOKosi. B cBoeli roprpiHe
s1 BO3MEUTAJI O MHOTOM; AJIeKCaH/pa XOTeJl )KeHUTh Ha llapeBHe Enm3aBete, a TeOst BbIAATH 32 MaJo-
netHero rocygaps. Ho mpaBocynublii Bor cMupmin MeHs1 1 MO0 TOPJIBIHIO U TIO JiejlaM BO3JaJl MHE.
A T, Mamia, TBOsSI cecTpa, OpaT u Oe/iHasl MaTh, 32 UTO BH HeceTe rope u Hecyacthe? M BOT Bam
MIPE/ICTOUT elrie Oosbliiee UCTIbITaHke. Bel rmoezieTe co MHOM B Aajiekyio cHeroByio Cuoups. ['ne xe
CIIPaBEJIMBOCTh MOMX CyJei, MOMX HeApyroB? §l BAHOBEH — M Ka3HM MeHsI, a BaC, HETIOBUHHBIX, 32
YTO Xke, 32 YTO0? — YyTh HE C OTYASTHUEM MTPOMOJIBIIT MEHIITMKOB.

— Bariomika, nepecraneM roBoputh 00 3roM! Bam 001bHO BCIOMHUHATD.

— A TbI, I0UKa, MUJIas, 1A OTBET, MPOCTUJIA JIM CTAPUKA OTIIA.

— Jla Mory Jii 51 cyauTh Baiu AestHusi? Bel — oTeln, Bosist Hal0 MHOIO — Bamia. Hu ponrars, HU
THEBAThCs HA Bac s HE BIIPaBe, — JIACKOBO MPOrOBOPMIIA KHsDKHA Mapws, Lietysi y oTia pyky. — MHe
*asb Bac, OaTionka. Bl MPUBBIKIIM K BEJTMYHIO, K CllaBe!

— O060 Bcem MpOIUIOM BEJIUYMH, Ui MEHsl HaBCerjga MOTepsiHHOM, s TaBHO 3a0bul. CKaxy
teOe, Marma: st OblT1 pabOM CBOMX CTPACTEH, a Terepb HECUACThe U rOpe HAYUMJIA MEHsI ObITh IPYTUM
YeJIoBeKOM. PackasHreM 1 MOMTBOIO HAJICIOCh 51 ICKYIIUTh CBOM I'pexu, cBoe 3a0iyxaeHrne. CBoMM
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BparaMm 51 1aBHO TpocTuii. CO3HAIOCh, MOXET OBbITh, MHOTMIM 51 IIPUYMHII 3JI0, HO TaK ke HEMaJlo U
BBIBEJT B JIIO/IM M3 HUIIETHI U yOooxkecTBa. Ho Bce MeHs 3a0bUTH, BCEe TIOKUHYJIH.

— Mutblid, TOpOroit OTell, CTaHeM MOJIMThCs, YToObI Bor He 3a0bu1 Hac. ITycTs mroau 3a0ynyT, a
noMHuI Ol Bor. Tereps s criokoiiHa, MOKOPSIIOCh CBOEW YUaCTH M FOTOBA €XaTh C BAMU XOTb Ha Kpaii
CBeTa, — TBePIO0 MTPOroBOpurJIa ObIBINAS ITApCKask HEBECTa.

MeHIMKOB Bblexasl u3 cBoero PaneHOypra B porokHOM KMOUTKE, a B ABYX TeJlerax, COMPOBOX-
JABIIKX €ro, eXau MpeJaHHble eMY TBOPOBBIE, PEIIUBIIMECS HE OCTABJISATH CBOETO T'OCIIOAUHA U JI0
JTHA UCTIUTh C HUM Yallly HECUaCThs.

ITo yka3y BepXOBHOrO coBeTa KanuraH MesbryHOB OTHsI Y MeHIIMKOBa BCe MapajHoe IUla-
The, ¥ MABIIIEr0 BPEMEHIIUKA OJIeJIM B CEPMSATY M ITPOCTOM TYJIYII, & €ro TOJIOBY MPUKPHUTH OapaHbei
mankoi. Takyio ke mpocTyio ofiexay npukasaiv HajueTh [lapbe MuxailioBHe, ee JoYepsiM U ChIHY U
B TAKOM BHJIE TTOBE3/M UX B jajiekylo Cuoups.

Hemano nempusiTHOCTEN NPUIIUIOCH ONMAJbHBIM MEHIIMKOBBIM BBITEPIIETh U MEPEHECTH B
nopore. Karnuran otpsiga MenbryHOB, KOTOPBIA COMPOBOXAAT UX, odpamaiics ¢ MEeHITMKOBBIM U C
ero cembeld Oosiee yeM xkecToko. Tak, efjBa TOJLKO OHU OTheXayi oT PanenOypra, MenbryHOB TpH-
Ka3aJl MOBBIOPOCUTH BCE «JIUIITHUE BEI», KOTOPble MEHIIMKOBBI 3aXBATHIIA C COOOU B TOPOTY, TPH-
YeM CUMTAJ 32 HEHYKHbIE BEIIY JIBe-TPU Maphbl IJIAThsl MYKCKOT'O U JKEHCKOTO, HECKOJIBKO TyaJIeTHBIX
BEIIIHII, B3ATHIX JOYepbMU MEHIIIMKOBA, PUCOBAILHBINA U TIMChMEHHBIN MPUOOP ChiHa MEHIIMKOBA U
TaK Jajee.

Jouepy MeHIIMKOBA TOPHKO TUIAKAIU, TIISI/ISI, KaK COJNAATH C Pa3IMYHBIMK MMPHOAyTKAMH U
HACMEIIKaMU Pa3BEePTHIBAIN M Opocasi UX Oelibe, TUIaThs, TUIATKU U ITPOYKE BEIIH.

— Iocnymmaii, rocriogVH KaruTaH, 3a4eM Thl AeJaellb 3T0? — C TSHKEJIbIM B3[JOXOM CIIPOCHIT Y
Mesnbrynosa MeHIIMKOB.

— A 3arem, 4TO Ha 3TO UMEIO TIPUKa3, — rpydo OTBETHII MeJbIyHOB.

— Te, xTO MpUKa3bBalI TeOe TaK MOCTYIATh, — JIOAU Oe3 Cepalia, U Thl, BUJHO, XOUeIllb ObITh
MOI00EH UM.

MenbryHOB He HAIIIeJICSl YTO OTBETHTh M BeJieJl CBOMM cojiatam coOparh pa3OpocaHHbIe TI0
J0pore Bely U YJIOKUTh 0OPaTHO B MOBO3KW. BUIHO, M y 3TOr0 4epCTBOTO 4esioBeKa 3arOBOPHJIO
YYBCTBO KaJIOCTU K HECYACTHBIM MEHIIIMKOBBIM.

ITo ropogam, cenam U AepeBHSAM HApOA T'YCTHIMM TOJTAMH BBIXOAWJI CMOTPETh, KaK BE3yT B
Cubupp OMajgbHOTO BEJIBMOXKY U €ro CeMbl0; HEKOTOpBIE MOCHIIAM UM BClie]l OpaHHBIE CIIOBA U
yIpo3bl, 2 HEKOTOPBIE KaJIeH UX.

MeHIMKoBa U ero JeTel KAaJI0 IPYyroe TsKeoe UCTIbITAaHUE.

Hapbsi MuxaitioBHa, BCIO JOPOTY HE MepecTaBaBlliasi TOPbKO IIaKaTh, OT MOCTOSIHHBIX Clie3
ocleruia U CUiIbHO 3axBopajiia. He noesxas Heckonbkux Beper 10 Kazanu, B cene Bepxuuii Ycion
MEHITIMKOB OCTaHOBUWJICSI HA HECKOJILKO JIHEH B MPOCTOM KPECThIHCKOM M30e, TaK Kak MPOIOIKaTh
MyTh OBUTIO HEBO3MOKHO: cTpanammia Japbst MuxailioBHa ymupaa.

Jlo mocieIHero AbIXaHUsI OHA HAXOAWJIACh B TIAMSITH, Jie)Ka HA CKaMbe, HAKPHITOW TyOJIeHbIM
tynynoM. Ee okpyxkaiin cam MeHIIMKOB, I0UY€pH U ChIH; OHU €]1Ba CACPKUBAIM TyIITUBIIME UX Pbia-
HUSI.

— Hauubd, Tl 31€ch? — c1ado CIpOCHiIa YMUPAIOIIASI.

— 3neck, 31ech, Jlapblioika.

— Ymupaio 4, [JaHwibid, poCTy, €CIA YeM MPOBUHUIIACH.

— Tebe 1 y MeHs IpoIeHHs POCUTh, Jlappiomika? MHe HYXKHO MPOIIEHUs y TeOsT MOJIUTb.

— 41 naBHO, MaBHO MpocTIIa TeOsl. A JIOUKH U CHIHOK 3/1eCh, OKOJIO MEHs?

— Bce okoso Te6s, Jappiomika.

— Bort u xopomo. Ilpu Bac ayma mMost OyneT paccraBaThesl ¢ TeJIOM. TONBKO kajib: HU TeOs,
JlaHWJIBIY, HU JJOYEeK CBOMX U ChIHKA S He BYIKY. B3risHynma Obl 1 HA HUX B IMOCTCIHUI Pa3oK.
Marrenska, mogoau, s 01arocaoBiIio Teds, a Tam 0JarocaoBiIio U te0s, CaleHpka, U Te0s1, CHIHOK,
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O1arocyioBI0 B TocsienHuil pa3. O00 MHe He TUiaubTe, JeTKU, W Thl, JJaHnmbd, He 1miadb. .. [Tomy-
ymiach s, MOCTpajaia, mopa Ha mokou... K Bory uny... Ha Ero mpaBblii cyn, — ciabbiM TojI0cOM
ropopuia ymupamomas kasruas. — U tam, y Bora, 3a Bac, geTku, u 3a 1eds1, Anekcanap JaHwisd,
MOJIMThCS 51 OyjIy.

Tonoc ymwuparorieit Bce caben u cimader.

— He nokuaid, He ocTaBiisiii HAC cUpoTamMu! — ¢ TPOMKUM pbIJaHUEM BOCKJIMKHY/T MEHIIIMKOB,
OITyCKAasICh HA KOJICHU Tepe]] YMUpAIOIIen KeHOM.

—Boxbs Bons, Janunerd!.. Berans, nereit 6eperu. .. Y BbL, AeTKU MUJIbIE, OTIA OEperure, Moym-
taite. .. ['ocriogp Bac He ocTaBuT. .. [Ipommaiirte. .. Monurecs!..

3amorkia HaBcerna OenHas dapbs MuxaiinoBHa. KoHunHa ee Obula Tuxas. DTO MPOU3OIILIO
10 mag 1728 roga.

MEHINMKOB CBOMMU PyKaMH CKOJIOTHJI M3 IOCOK Tpo0 Jijist cBoel JIaphloiiku, C KOTOPOH Mpo-
KUJT HE OJIMH JIECATOK JIeT qyIia B Iynry. Bmecte ¢ JouepbMu ¥ CHIHOM OH CHeC TPOo0 B IIEPKOBb, TJIe
CTapeHbKUI CBAIICHHUK HACKOPO OTren pady boxkuio HoBorpecTaBieHHyo [apbio.

Ha cenbckom morocre Haiia cede BeyHoe ycrokoeHue KHsAruHs dapbs MuxaiiinoBaa MeHmm-
KOBa. B yOoxecTBe 1 HUIIIETE e ObLIIO CY)KJIEHO OKOHYHUThH CBOU JIHH.

MeHIMKoBa U ero JeTell 4yTh He CUJIOW OTTAIUJIM OT IOPOTOM UX CEPALY MOTHIIBL.

[Moce nonroro ¥ yroMUTETBHOrO MyTH MEHIMKOB ¢ eThMU TpuObLT B ropon Bepesos. C
OTaJIbHBIM BEJIbMOKEH ObLIO HECKOJIBKO CITYT, KOTOPBIE M B U3THAHUY PEIIMINCH HE OCTABJIATH CBOETO
rOCrofrHA. MEHIIMKOB caM, CBOMMH PYKaMU TIOCTPOWIT ISl ceOsl M ISl IeTel JKWIIUIIE U OKOJIO
CBOETO JIOMUKA HEOOJIBINYIO JIEPEBSIHHYIO IIEPKOBKY. POIOM M3 KpecThsiH, BO3BEICHHBI MOITHOKO
pykorio Besukoro [lerpa Ha mepBylo CTyNeHb B rOCY/IapcTBe, OH B CBOEM MaJIeHUH He yHasl JyXoM, a
C PUMEPHOU TBEPIOCTHIO IEPEHOCKIT TSKEITYIO OTay.
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YacrTs BTOpast

Bbis1o nieTHee contHeuHoe yTpo, Thxoe; B HoBoneBrYbeM MOHACTBIPE ONaroBECTHIIN K 0Oe/IHe.

K cBsATBIM BOpOoTaM MOHACTHIPS MOIbeXasa IIErojibcKasi Kapera ¢ repdamMu, 3arpsiKeHHast B
YeThIpe JIOMIA/IH, C IByMsI FaiilyKaMu B IApaJHbIX JIMBPESIX; OHU OBICTPO COCKOUMIIH C 3aISITOK, OTBO-
PUJIH IBEPILY, ¥ U3 HEee BBHIMOPXHYJa OOrato ojieTasi MOJIOAEHbKAsI, XOPOIIEHbKAsI IEBYIIKA.

Crapyika-MOHaxXuHsI, CUIEBIIAsi B CBATHIX BOPOTaxX, BCTAJIA U, HU3KO MOKJIOHUBIIUCH TTpUe-
XaBlIeH, POrOBOpHIIA:

— C MupoM B3bIIHM B OOMTENTH HAIITY.

— MoHO 11 MHE BUAETh LIAPULLy-MaTyIIKy? — COPOCKJIa y MOHAXMHU MpUEXaBlIasi JeBYyILKA.

— IMooGoxaaTh Tebe, rocroka MIJIOCTUBAsI, PUIETCS. .. TOCYJApPbIHSI-MATyIIKa TOJBKO UTO
W3BOJIMJIA B 1IEPKOBb MTPOUTH K 0OE/IHE.

— Y0 )€, s MOJOXKAY... caMa MOy B LIEPKOBb.

— Pano enie, rocroxka, Tobpko K yacam yaapuin. Ilorynsai mo MoHacThIplo, a TO B Halll cajlouexk
npoiiau. Tuxo y Hac, xopomo! A 103BOJIb CIIPOCHTH, TOCIIOXKA, KTO Thl Oyaemib? — ¢ JTIOOOMBITCTBOM
MocMaTpHBasi Ha KPaCUBYIO MOJIOAYIO IEBYIIKY, CIPOCHJIA MOHAXUHS.

— lepemeresa s, Haranba bopucosHa.

— He nouka mu Oynems nokoitHomy rpady Bopucy Ilerposuuy IllepemeteBy?

—[Ha... 1 — ero 1ous, — CKpoMHO oTBeTmiIa Haranbs bopucosHa.

— lony6ymika, rpagunomikal.. Hakoner ['ocriogb MHe pagocTh mociaan Te0s yBunets!.. Beapb
TBOW TIOKOWHBIN POJMTEIL OnarojieTesieM HaMM ObUL. Buiib, KpenocTtHas s ero Obuia, a rpad Ha
BOJTIO BECh HaIll JIOM OTIyCTHI. .. W 3Haems m 3a yto? TBOI GaTiolKa MOOXOTUTHCS TIoeXall B JieC,
a Mol Oonbinak Opatr CeMeH B JBOPOBBIX OXOTHHMKAX CIYKWI. BOT Ha oxore OOJBIIION MeABeab U
MOIMLT TTOf, ce0s1 TBOero OaTiomiKy, a CeMeH BOBpeMsl yCTIe) U IPUCTPENvII Me/iBe/isl. BOT MOKOMHBIIH
rpag 3a 3TO ¥ Ha BOJIO OTITYCTHIL.

— Bariomka-nmokoiHUK MPaBWIIBHO TIOCTYMWI: 32 OOJBIIYI0 YCIYTy M Harpajga Oombimas. A
CKaXM, MaTYIIIKa, KaK 3BaTh TeOs1, — Cipocuia y MoHaxuHu rpacduns Hatanbs boprcoBHa, — na MHe
CBOIO KeJIelKy YKaXU: s OT MaTYIIKU-LIAPUIIBI ¥ K TeOe 3aiy.

— Ilon KonokosbHEN MOS KeJieHKa. .. 3aiau, rpaMHIONIKA, OCYACTIUBb MEHs. A 30ByT MEHsI
['mukepwueit. [a rasiHb-Ka, TIsIHb, TPA(UHIONIKA: KaXKUCh, ITAPUILY-TO BEAYT U3 LIEPKBH. .. TAK M €CThb! —
MOCHELIHO poroopuiia I nkepus, mokasbiBasi Ha CTOJIIUBIIMICS OKOJIO HEPKOBHOM MariepTy HApO/.

C nmaneptu cxoguia BaoBa-uapuua Esnokus ®enoposHa, u3 pona JIOMyxXuHbIX, IPOTUB BOJIU
MOCTPUKEHHAs] B MOHAXMHU 110 NpuKaldy ummeparopa Ilerpa Bemukoro. Ee ¢ moueTom Besm MOHa-
XHUHHU.

— YT0-TO rocynapblHs-MaTyIlIKa PAaHO U3 LIEPKBU BbIIIUIA, BUJHO, €l HETO3J0POBUIIOCH, — TUXO
MIPOroBOpusIa MoHaxuHs [ nukepus.

— 41 BOT ceifuac nmonoiay K Lapuiie-Maryiike, — nmporopopuia rpacguns [llepemerena, a 3atem
TOPOILIMBO TOIIUIA HABCTPEYy LapHiie U NIPU ee MPUOIMKeHNH TIOKJIOHUIIACh el 0 3emMutH. — biaro-
CJIOBU, TOCY/IapbIHsI-MaTyIIKa !

— Bor 6nmarocnoburt. Berans!.. [Ipen emuabiM Borom mpekyioHsiiics:, — BIACTHBIM TOJIOCOM TIPO-
ropopuia ObIBIIast cynpyra Benmkoro [lerpa.

— B obutenp, apuiia-MaryIika, st HApOuHO Ipuexasa, YToObl MOBUAATD U TIOKJIOHUTHCS TBOEMY
BEJIMYUIO.

— Kakoe moxer ObiTh Benmure MHOKUHU? Ubst ThI? Kak 3BaTh TeOs?

— 4 — nous bopuca IlerpoBuya Illepemeresa.
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— Houb Bopuca IllepemereBa? 3HaBana s1 TBOEro otiia, 3HaBaja!.. BepHbIM Ci1yroio, roBOpsIT,
OH OBbLT MOeMy MoKoiHOMY MYXy [leTpy, B rpadwl ero rocymaps mpousBeil. A TeOs Kak 3BaTh?

— Haranbeii, rocynapbiHs-MaTymika.

— 3aiiiu KO MHE B KeJIbI0, IIOTOBOPUM. XOTh U HETO30POBUJIOCH MHE, TTIOTOMY M PaHO YIIUIa
U3 IIEPKBH, a Bce ke s pajga tede, rpacpuns Haramps. ..

— 3eMHOI TIOKJIOH, MaTyIIKa-apuria, Tede 3a yacky! — U rpacduns Haranes BoprcoBna, no
3eMJIM TIOKJIOHMBIIIMChH IJAPCTBEHHON MHOKMHE, TIOIILIA 32 HEIO B KeJIbIO.

ToJsbKO HEe1TaBHO BEPHYJIACh IapUlla-WHOKMHS B MOCKBY U3 3aTOUYCHUSI.

B HoBozneBnubem MOHACTBIpe ISl Hee OTBE/ICHbI ObUIM CaMble JTyUllve KeJibU, €l BO3IaBasIH
LAPCKME TOYECTH M Ha3blBaJM Telepb He crapuueil EnenHoil, a Benukoil rocynapbeiHeit EBnokuent
denopoBHOIl.

Hewmato ropst u HecuacTths nepeHecia napuia EBnokust, B unoyectse Enena. Ona pocna u pas-
BUBAJIACh B TEpeMy; ee oTell, 0osipuH JIomyxuH, 1 MaTh ObLJIH JIIOABMH CTAPOTO 3aKaa, IpUIepKUBa-
JIMCh CTAPUHBI M KOCO CMOTPEJIM Ha pa3Hble HOBILECTBA, KOTOPbIE CO BpeMeH Lapsi Asiekcest Muxaii-
JIOBUYA CTAJI «U3 HEMETUYMHBI» MPOHUKaTh B Poccuio. Kpacusa Obu1a EBnokus JlomyxuHa: cratHas,
nojHast, Oesasi, ¢ pyMsIHIIEM BO BCIO IIEKY, C SICHBIM B30POM, C COOOJMHBIMU OpPOBSIMH, C KOCAMU
YyTb HE JIO MAT, TAK YTO BCE CYJIMJIM el OOJbIIOe CYaCThe M 3HATHOTO XkeHuxa. Yl neiCTBUTENBHO,
BIOBa Laps Anekcess Muxainosuya Haranbst KupriioBHa BeiOpana kpacasuity [IyHIo B )KeHBI CBO-
eMy Jiep:kaBHOMY cbiHy Ilerpy.

Kpenko, cepaeuno nomo6uina Epnokus ®enopoBHa cBoero Myxka 1mapsi, 3Toro 4yao-oorateips!
B nepBoe BpeMst 1 OH ObLT HEKEeH U TIpeyTIpeAuTeNIeH ¢ KpacaBulle keHor. Ho 1o mpogomxkanoch
HEJI0JITO: BCKOPE OH CTAJI IO TIeJTbIM HEe/IENISIM, MeCsIIIaM OCTaBJISATh €€ CKy4aTh B OJUHOYECTBE, OTYa-
cTu Oy/yuM 3aHAT JieJlaMH TIpaBJIeHHs ¥ 3ayMaHHBIMU UM peopMamH, a OTYACTH O] BIUSHUEM
CBOero yBiieueHus1 AHHOW MOHC, ¢ KOTOpPO# OH mo3Hakomuics: B Kykyii-ciodoze.

Ckyuasia napunia Epniokust ®@egopoBHa. Ho BOT el Ha pajiocTh ¥ Ha yTeXy POAUJICS ChIH; AJie-
IIIEHHKOW €ro Ha3BaJIM B YECTh TMOYMBIILETO AeAa, Iaps Asiekces MuxaiinoBuua. CTan OH pacTH, HO
HE 3aTHXJIa CKyKa B CEep/lie er0 MaTepu; HeT, PsIOM C Helo cTajla pa3BUBaThCsl M PEBHOCTb.

«He moOut MeHs apb-MyX, He JIIOOWUT; BUAHO, Kpallle a Mujiee ceOe Haies, a sl He Hy)KHa
emy crana. [lo mecsity u Oonblie B ra3a He Brky Ilerpa. PasmoOwmt oH, pa3moowi. A s i ero He
mobwa, 51 1 He roimyomia? Y BoT 1uiata 3a Molo JIoOOBb, 32 MOIO JlacKy. EMy HOBIIecTBa pasHbie
HYKHBI JIa IMKOBUHKA 3aMOPCKasi, a He kKeHa», — AymMaJia MoJofiasi lapuIia.

Co cnezamu BCTpeyasia OHa CyIpyra M ymnpekaja ero 3a 4actele omryukud. Xmypuics Ilerp,
CIIyIasi YIpeKH XeHbl; He 10 HpaBy eMy 3TO ObLJIO; OH coBceM oxJianen K Epnokun ®enopoBne u
OIISATH TTOKUHYJI €e.

HanpacHo ocranasnuBanu Ilerpa nmapuua-MaTh U MOJIOAAS KEHA.

— He x ToMy s npu3BaH, rocyaapblHsI-MaTyIlIKa, YToO0bl JOMa CHIETh CJI0Ka PYKU: MEHS KIET
Oonblnas padoTa, Oosblnas JoMKa. IIpocTu U GarocaoBM ChIHA Ha BEJMKUI Tpya! — MpoIIasich ¢
Marepblo, mporoBopui [letp, a Kk cBoei MOJIOON keHe 00paThIICs ¢ TAKMMU clioBamu: — Hu ciezamu,
HU MOMPEKaMU MeHsI Thl He OCTAHOBHIIIb, a TOJIBKO O3JIOOMIITH OOJIBIIIE.

[Mpoxonunu Hexenu, Mecsitipl, a napb [lerp Bce ObUT B OT/TyuKe. Ce3MBbIMU MMCbMaMU 3BaJIH
[apuia-MaTh U Mojiofas keHa; Hatanbs KupuioBHa HacTosTeIbHO TpeOOBasia ero BO3BpaIlleHHU ],
a EBnokus ®enopoBHa yMUIBHO MPUCOETUHSIIA U CBOM TTPOCHOBI.

«[ocymapio moemy pagocty, napio I[letpy AjnekceeBnudy, — nucaia Mojoas napuia. — 3apas-
CTBYM, CBET MO, Ha MHOXeCTBO JieT! [Ipocum MUJIOCTH, TTOKATYH, TOCyaaph, OyId K HaM He 3aMelll-
KaB. A s IpYU MMJIOCTH MATYIIKMHOM XK1BA, )KEHYIIKa TBOs JlyHbKa 4esioM ObeT».

A 1yt miennyau uapuie EBgokun @enoposHe, uto y uaps [lerpa Ha cTopoHe ecTh Apyras xeHa,
«HeMKa MoHcHXa», 1 HeBEHUaHHAs1, U 9TO Pa30KIJIO PEBHOCTD B CEpP/LIe MOJIOJOM HAPHIIBL.

Korga npuexan Ilerp, oHa BcTpeTuiia ero ¢ 60JbIIMME yITpeKaMH U OOJbIMU crie3ami. [1po-
M30IIUIa CCOPa, U CIIEACTBUEM 3TOro ObUIo TO, uTo EBIOoKMS PenopoBHa yroauia B MOHACTBIPh, OblIa
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HACWJIBHO MOCTPUKEHA M CTajla He LIapUIIeI0 MOCKOBCKOM, a MOHaxuHel EneHoi. BMecTo MmblHbIX
[APCKUX XOPOM OYYTUJIaCh OHA B yOOTOM KeJibe, OMMHOKAs, BCEMH 3a0bITasi, BCEMU OCTABJICHHASI.

Tsxko eit ObUT0 OT 310N *)M3HU. [Ipeskae Bpemenu cocrapuiack EBnokus ®enoposHa. [ToTyck-
HEJIM y Hee OYM, IIPoMaj pyMsiHell C JIMLA, HIEKW BBAJWIIUCH U €€ KPACUBbIE BOJIOCHI CEAUHOW MOKPbI-
yuck. U crana oHa 1ymaTh O MECTU LIApIO-TUTAHTY.

IMoapoc nmapeBny Asiekceid 1 ctas ObIBaTh y MaTepl B MOHACTBIpe. Math cTajia BOOpYXaTh €ro
MIPOTHUB OTIIA, HO 3TO TMOBEJIO JIUIIb K THOEIN HecuacTHOTo IjapeBuya Asekces. [Torud motoii cMepThio
u Kpacaserl reHepan Crenan [71e60B, K KOTOpoMy OblTa HEpPAaBHOMYIIIHA LIAPUIIA, & €€ CaMOe IO
CTpOruM Kapaysom otnpasuiu B Jlagory, B YeneHckuid MOHAcThIph. TyT OHA 1 poXkuiia HEMaJo JieT
B TECHOM Kellbe, 1MoJ, OMUTETLHBIM TIPUCMOTPOM JI0 THS KOHUMHBI nMmieparopa [erpa Bemukoro. C
BouapeHrem umneparpuiibl Exarepunst I ObiBiyio mapuity nepesesiu B [lmccensOypr, a oTTyna —
B MockBy, B HoBojieBUUMiI MOHACTHIPB.

Boiizst B cBOIO KeJblo, IIapUIla-WHOKKHS TIEpeoiesiach 1, YCaXUBasCh B KPecio, 00paTuiach K
CBOEH I0HOH TOCThE:

— Tak TbI — fOYB OOsiprHa, TO oMb Tpacda Bopuca Ilerposnya IllepemereBa? Mol MOKONHBIN
1apb-MYK PYCCKUX MPUPOXKICHHBIX O0sIp B HEMeIKue rpadbl pou3BoauI. JIoOUI MOKOMHUK HEMET-
YMHY U 4yTh Bcell Pycu B HEeMeTunMHY He MOBepHYJ! — B3BOJTHOBAaHHO J00aBUJIa OHA W, MOKA3bIBasI
rpacune Hartanbe MecTo Ha cTyJie, psjioM ¢ coOolo, ipeioxuia eii: — Caaucs!.. B Horax mpasp! HeT!

— Cmero i 11, TIapyIia-Maryiika, CUieThb repej To00?

— Kakas s mapunia? MoHaxuHsI CMUpEHHaAs s, a He napuiia. TOYHO, OblIa U 51 IAPULIEH, TOJTBKO
3TO JaBHBIM-AABHO Ipoiwio. Bee npomuio, Bce pymmiocsk... Hy, noBenait mue, Hatanblomika, 4yto
HoBoro? [IpaBay v roBOpAT, 4YTO MOW BHYY€K-11apb MEHIIMKOBA OTIPABUII B CCBUIKY?

— IlpaBaa, rocynapblHa-MaTyIlIKa, IPaBAa, KHsI3b MEHIIMKOB B rOCyJapeBy Olaly IMoraJl.

— W Hutrro, Hutto emy. Elnie moToi Ka3Hu ci1e10Bajio Obl ero npeaarh. 370/ei OH MHE U CBIHKY
MoeMy 3JornoryaHoMy. Hemasno 3tror MeHImmKoB 3710061 1a HecyacTbs nprHec. O [ocnonu, mpocTw,
nomuyii!.. CioBamu cBorMH 5 Tpex coBepimia! ['permHuna s, rpemHmnal.. la yx 60JpHO MHOTO
Y BBICTpaaJia, MHOTO JIIOTOTO TOpsI EpeHecsia, OTTOrO U CepAlle MOe CTaJIO Takoe 37100Hoe! 3HauuT,
Menmmikosa nocruria kapa ['ocriogusa? O ero nagennu HegaBHo nucain MHe OcrepmaH. [a mioxo
s eMy Beplo: TIO[UIM3a OH, JIbCTELl, XUTPhI Hemell. Kperko 0oioch 51, YTo OH M BHyKa Moero, Ilet-
PYILIEHBKY, UCHIOPTHJL. .. BOT ertie JloaropyKoBbIX 1, TPELIHUIA, HENOMOOMUBa0! A TOBOPAT, KHS3b
WBan aHoer u HouyeT y rocygaps... locygapp MOJIOIEHEK, NPUBSA3UUB, [VISAULIL — )KUBO BCETO
TMIOCITYIIIAETCS, 9YTO BOPOTH €TI0 M3 KOPBICTU 15 ceOst eMy IMOCOBETYIOT. A JJOJITO JIK TYT 10 rpexa? Bor
u 601MT MOe ceparie, Kak Ol [lerpymieHsky He ucroptuiu!.. KTo ux 3HaeT, 4To JMoAnIKy, 6113 Hero,
MOJIOJIEHbKOTO, HECMBILIIEHOT'O CTOSAIIME, 3aayMaii. CoBceM He 3Halo 51 KH:3s MBaHa. .. MoxerT, Tbl,
rpaUHIONIKA, 3Haellb €ro?

— Kak ke, rocygapbsiHsA-MaTylika, 3Hal0, — BCSl BCIIBIXHYB M OITyCKasi CBOI0 XOPOIIEHBKYIO
rOJIOBKY, TMXO oTBeTUIa Haraesa bopucosha.

— a o1 uto? C yero 4to 30pbKa asiasi BCIbIXHYJIA U TOJIOBYIIKY CBOIO orycTiia? BugHo, moso-
omina kaa3g Meana? Tak, uro num?

— Marymka-napuna. .. 1 3a Tem 1 B 0OUTE b Mprexasia, YToObl BUIETh TBOH MPECBETIIbIE OUH U,
€CJIM YAACTCS, UICIIPOCUTh TBOETO OJIarOCJIOBeHHsI Ha HOBYIO k13Hb. KHs13b VIBaH AniekceeBUY MpoCUT
MOET0 COIJIacHsi C HUM IOfl YeCTHbIN BeHerl uatu. B [utepe s Oblta, Tam U yBUAAT MEHSI KHS3b
WBan. U3 [Mutepa oH 1 nucbMo npuciall, MpocuT Moero coracusi. CKOpo OH C BEJIMKUM rocyiapeM
B MockBy npuOyper. .. B nucbkme-To elnie Takasi IpUImcKa ecTh: «X0TelIoch Obl MHE IpHUexaTth K Tede
B [TAJIaThl HE Yy)KUM YEJIOBEKOM, & TBOMM KEHUXOM».

— Ja MHe-10 uyTO 110 3T0ro? C 4ero Thl B3ymMajia MOErO COBETA IIPOCUTH?

— A BOT ¢ 4uero, Matymika-rocyaapsitsi! Tel — cBATasi crapuiia, MHOTO TOpsl IepeHeca u pas3-
HOT'O HECYACTHUs BbITEpIIENIa, U3BeJaia ku3Hb. BoT Bor n Haqoymun MeHsl IpocUTh TBOETo COBETA U
TIOCJIEI0BaTh MYZIpPbIM cjioBaM TBouM. Ellle, Marymika-1iapuua, Tbl U3BOJIMIIA CKa3aTh, YTO ToCylaphb
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npuBs3aics K KHs3io VMBany. [IpaBaa st10... A Begomo s Tebe, uTo KHsI3b VIBaH BeieT xKu3Hb Oec-
1a0anIHyo, pa3ryabHy0?

— Crplmasia mpo To, Cibliiana, BOT U 00I0Ch, YTOOBI MOM BHYK-TOCY/Iaph HE HAYYHMJICS Iy PHBIM
npumMepam ot KHs3s VBana. Begp 1ypHOe ckopee epeHuMaeTcsi, 4eM XOpOlLIee.

— A g-T0, MaTylIKa-1apuua, Ha uto? CTaB jkeHolo KH:34 VBaHa, s moctapaioch OTCTPaHUTb €T0
oT Bcero aypHoro... Cepaiie y Hero 100poe, Xopoliee; ero CKopo MOKHO BpasyMHUTh M OT pasryJia
OTYYHTb.

— [Nomorwu Te6e ['ocrionp B 9T0M, Hatasnbiomka! 3a TBoe Onaroe HamepeHue u Tede 611aro Oyer.

— Tax TbI, MaTyIIKa-rocyapslHs, COM3BOJIsIEIIL Ha MOW Opak ¢ KHs3eM VMIBaHOM? — pagoCcTHO
cnpocwuiia Haranea bopucosHa.

— Te1, Hatanplomika, ¢ nepBoro B3misaa Mpyiuiack MHe 1o HpaBy. Yucroe y Te0s cepaiie, Xopo-
mee. 51 paga TBoel cynpOe, TROEMy CUaCThlO, TOJILKO CMOTPHY — IIPOYHO JIK TO cyacThe Oynet? f Tak
ke, Kak BOT Thl, paIoBajiach 0e3MEpHOMY CUACThIO, KOT/Ia BhIXOQMIA 3a 1aps [lerpa 3amyx, nymana,
CUACTBIO TOMY KOHIIa He OyIeT, a OHO MPOHECTIOCh Kak MUT equHbIi. [IpocTr moka, ycrana s, nmoumy
npwiAry. A 3a kaas3sa VMiesana Beixogu. [Ipuener oH B MOCKBY, s ¢ HUM cama IOrOBOPIO.

CuyactBo¥ M 10BOJIbHOM BepHYJ1ack Monofas rpaguns lllepemereBa Ha Bo3iBruxkeHKy, B CBOM
POCKOIIHbIE TTAJIATHI.

II

B narHaanaTty Bepctax or MOCKBBI JKUBOITUCHO PacKUHYJIAach Oonblnas ycaapoa ['opeHku, mpu-
HajulexxaBlIas KHA310 Asiekcero ['puropeeBudy Joiaropykosy.

KHsxkeckue nanatsl ObM yIOOHBI M TOMECTUTENIbHBL. KaMeHHas JiecTHUIIa U BEpb C XKeles-
HBIMH 3aTBOPaMH BeJIM B OOJIBIINE CEHH, B KOTOPBIX HAXOIUJIOCh HECKOJIBKO CTEKJISTHHBIX (DOHApEH.
B nprueMHBIX TOKOSIX CTOSUIM JIABKH U CTYJIbsI, OOUTHIE IIBETHBIMU CYKHAMHU U KOXKEI0; TYT K€ HaXOIH-
JIMCH ¥ CTOJIb, JINTIOBBIE U 1yOOBBIE, pe3HbIE, KPYIJIbIe M YEeThIPEXYTONbHbIE; HEKOTOPBIE ObLITA OOUTHI
KOEH, a HEKOTOpbIe TIOKPHITH IIBETHBIMU CKaTepTsMH. Ha cTeHax, MOKPHITBIX 00O0SIMH BUIIIHEBOM
KaMKH WJIM KAMYATHBIMH 3€JICHSIMU, MECTaMK ObUTH IIPHOUTHI KOBPBI; B KaXJOM TOPHUIIE HAXOIMJIHCH
oOpasza B JOPOTMX OKJIaJax; B MapagHou ropHuiie Bucen noprpet [lerpa I, nmucanHbiil Ha MOJIOTHE, B
30JI04EHOH pame; B TOM ke TOPHUIIe HAXOQMJIMCH OOJIbIIIME CTEHHBIE Yachl M OpraH; Ha ABEpsiX U Ha
OKHAX — CYKOHHBIE KPaCHbIE APAIMPOBKH.

Bonee TmarensHo Obuta yOpaHa ropHHIIA, MpeJHa3HavaBIIasics 1uist npresaa rocyaaps Ilerpa
IT; 3mech MeOIMPOBKY COCTABIISIA OOJBIIINE Kpecsia, OOUThIe BUIITHEBBIM OapXaToM W OT/Ie/IaHHbIC
30JIOTHIMU M CEPeOPSHBIMU TATyHAMU; Pe3HbIE CTOJIBI U CTYJIbsl, JyOOBBIN Pe3HOW IIKad, KPYIJIbIid
MIOCTaBELl, POCKOIIIHAsI Pe3Hasi KpoBaTh C MO30JIOUEHHBIM BEPXOM, C 3€JIEHOI Ta(TSHOI 3aBECHIO,
MyXOBasl IEPUHA U TaKHUe JKe MOAYIIKY C KAMYATHBIM OJIesJIOM; Ha CTEHaX, OOUTHIX KUTAUCKUMH 000-
sIMU, BUCEJIO Pa3HOTO pojia OpY’KHe: TIUIIAJH, PYKbsl, BAHTOBKH, IUCTONETHI, anedap/bl Ha IBEPSIX,
IIUKHY U [IPOY.; Ha CTOJIaX KPAaCOBAJIMCh pa3HbIe BEIIU — «KUTAUCKUI YEPHBII HIKATY/I», KPYyIJICHbKHE
YyeperaxoBble, OrpaBJieHHbIe cepeOpPOM KOPOOOUKH C OIarOBOHHBIMH CBEYAMH, TyOOBas «XOJIMOTOp-
CKasl CKPbIHS» C BBIABWKHBIMU SIIIMKAMM, KUTACKUN YMBIBIBHBIN JJAPUUK C HIYHCKUM MBLIOM U
MHOTO APYTrux Oe3JemyIieK.

HaneBo oT kHsKeckoro ioMa ObUTH pacTionokeHbl U30bI 111 ABOPOBOM MPUCITYTH, asiee [uia
Oepe3oBasi pola ¢ McapHbpIM ABOPOoM. KOHIONTHM ObLTA TIepPeTioNHEeHbl TOPOAUCTHIMHU JIOIAIbMU, a B
KApETHBIX capasiX HaXOAWUJIMCh BCEBO3MOKHbIEC IKUIIAKHU.

INonBanel 1 norpeda B ['opeHkax ObUTH MEpenoNHEeHbl Pa3HBIMU 3aMOPCKMMYU BUHAMH, pyc-
CKMMU HaCTOMKaMH, Pa3JMYHBIMU MEJAMHU M KBacaMH, a TaK’ke U BCEBO3MOKHOU ITPOBU3HUEN.

[Iupoxo, TErIo U CHITO KUJIOCH B ITOM MOIMOCKOBHOM ycansoe Jonropykoa. OgHaKo cam OH
1 ero cbiH VBaH 6e30TIyYHO HAXOOWIUCh TIPH I0HOM rocyaape, a B [opeHkax Haxonwiach KHATHHS
[TpackoBbst FOpreBHa ¢ nouepbmu Exarepunoit u EneHoil. KHsa3b AJiekceid, OC/IeNIeHHBI YecTo-
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moOueM, PyKOBOIUMBIN TOJBKO CYACTIIMBOIO 3BE3/I0M, KOTOpasl MOCTaBUJIa €ro, ¢ majeHueM MeH-
IIMKOBA, BAPYT Tak OJM3KO K rocyaapio, JymMaj TOJbKO O TOM, Kak Obl HE MPOMYCTUTh BPEMEHH,
MOKa CBETHT elnle 3Be3/a. He 3Has mpezena cBoeMy 4ecTomoOmIo, OH, TONOOHO MEHIIIMKOBY, BO3bI-
MeJT HeTIPEMEeHHOE JKeJIaHKe BbIIATh CBOIO 104b ExkaTepuHy 3a nMIieparopa-oTpoka, 3a0bB 00 yyacTH
HECYaCTHOro MeH1mKoBa 1 ero gouepu Mapuu.

OpHaxIpl B TEIUIBI MalCKM Beuep KHA3b AJiekcell | puropbeBrdY HEOKHMIAHHO MPUOBLT B
l'openku, yem HeMaJIO yAMBUII CBOIO JKEHY U JI0Uepei.

— MbI HUKaK He XKJau TeOs1, KHA3b AJIeKCel, HbIHYe, a Thl — Ha! HeXIaHHO-HEeraJaHHO K Ham
M0aJI0BaJl, — BCTPETHJIA €T0 KHATHHS.

— Taxk-To0 syunie, — 310poBasich € KeHOW, OTBETU AJiekcel [ puropseBuy.

— Tol morocTuiiib y Hac?

— Wb, uto ckazana! Jla pazse moxHOo? Pa3Be Tbl He 3Haellb Haimux e, [IpackoBbst FOpbeBHa?
Tenepb K HaM rocygapb OJaroBOJUT, a HE TOPYM 5 MOCTOSIHHO BO JBOPLIE, IPH rocyaape, Obuio Obl
COBCEM JIpyroe: TyT Obl MO€ MeCTO 3aHsUI Jpyroi. Pasymeens Jin, KHATHHIONIKA?

— Ilnoxo s1, Anekceit I'puropseBuy, pazymero Ballly pUABOPHbIE TOHKOCTH.

— A 3Haemb JM, KHATUHIONIKA, Kakoe cI0BO 51 TeOe MonBmo? TOmbKO ThI OOM TPUTBOPU
TMOTJIOTHEE JIBEPU, YTOOBI KTO-JIMOO HE TIOJICITyIIIAI.

— Hy, nputBopuna... cka3blBai.

— 3a gBepsamu HeT HuKoro? Jlioauiiku He Topyat?

—3auem uM TyT ObITH? B iepesineii um mecro. .. Hukoro y n1Bepeii Het, roBOpH, KHSI3b, HE TOMU.

— JlagHo, 51 caMm erie MOCMOTPIO! — cKa3al KHsI3b U JIMIIb MOCNIe TOro, Kak YOeAuIcs, YTo MX
HUKTO HE MOACIYIIUBAET, TUXO CIIPOCHJI Y KeHbL: — XOTeJIOCh Obl TeOe ObITh TOCyIapeBON Telne?

— Jla Thl, KHsA3b, 4TO 3T0? B cBOEM yMe? — NOUYTH BBIKPUKHYJIA KHATUHS. — [la 4TO ThI 3a1ymat,
YTO 33 yMan’?

—Yro 3agymant, To u Oyaer. Tombko Tel MHe He Memmai!.. Kassb Bacunwii JIykwd u ipyrue Hamm
pOAMYY BCE COITIACUIIMCH ITOMOraTh MHe. TOJIbKO HMKaK He Mory yjaoMars Meana. .. Bor ['ocrions bor
HAaJIeJINJI MEHS CBIHKOM-TO ..

— Aunekceil ['puroppuy, 4TO THI TOBOPUINL TOJBbKO? Bemp 00 9TOM M MomyMarh CTpAIIHO.
Heyxenmu ydacts MeHIIIMKOBA HE OCTAHABIMBAET TeOS OT HECOBITOYHBIX KeJTaHU ?

— Yrto MenmmkoB? OH XOTh U XUTep ObLI, HO, HAYaB CBOE JIEJIO XOPOIIIO, OKOHYHUTH-TO €ro He
CyMelL.

— A TbI cymeellib, Cymeelb ?

— Jla, cymero u rocynaps keHio Ha Haiell jouepu. A Tbl, I[IpackoBbs FOpbweBHa, u He Aymaii
MpensaTcTBOBaTh 3ToMYy .. Jla, 5 3HaI0, THl — JKEHIIMHA YMHAs1, PacCyJUTeNIbHAsl, IPOTUB MEHS Thl HE
MO IEIb.

— Kak 51 moiiny npotuB 1e6s1? Thl, KHsA3b, cUIIbHee MeHs1. Ho xopoliiero B TBoeM Jiefie s1 HI4ero
He BUKY HU JU1s TeOs, HU JUTs BceX Hac! Boioch 51, UTO M HAC MOCTUIHET Takasl ke y4acTh, Kakas
nocturia MeHIIMKOBBIX, & MOXKET ObITh, U TOTO XyXke, — C INIYOOKMM B30X0OM mporoBopuia [pac-
koBbs1 IOpbeBHa.

— Tunyn TebGe Ha sA3bIK, MIynas 6ada! — ¢ cepaieM BOCKJIMKHYJ KHs13b. — S He paj, 4To U
3aroBOPUJI C TOOOIO PO 3TO JIEIO.

— U ne Hajno, He ToBOpH. .. lenail Kak 3Haelb, MeniaTh Tede 5 He Oyay, a 3a AeTell MOJIUTHCS
CTaHy, 4ToObl X Bor n306aBui ot HecyacThsI.

— Bor u naBHo 66l Tak! 3aBTpa MBan xoten npuexarts. Tl BeJb 3Haelb, oH 3a Haransio [lepe-
MeTeBy cBatasicsi. Buepa ObLT B IoMe Y HEBECTHI U TIOYUUJI €€ Coryiache.

—Bor atomy 51 nopanyiocs. I'pacpuns Hatanbs bopricoBHa — npuMepHas IeBuLIa, TUXasi, CKPOM-
Has. Pana s 3a MBanymiky, BOT kak paga. Cuactime oH Oyner ¢ rpadguneit Haranbei. OHa cymeer
OCTAHOBHUTbH €TI0 OT KyTeXkel U MOIOEK.
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— Hypax TBO# WBan, Gomnpioii aypak! EMy B pyku camo cyacTbe IUIBIBET, TOJIBKO Oepu, He
nenuch. ['ocymaph Tak K HeMy MPHBSI3QJICS, YTO HE paccTaeTcs ¢ HUM. 3aXoTH Toibko VBaH, Tak
MIepBEHIIIIM YeJIOBEKOM B rocylapcTBe crai Obl. Beapb rocymapb ero Bo BceM ciymiaeT, Kak MBan
CKaXeT, TaK TOMY ¥ ObITh. OH BCeX MHUHUCTPOB MOT ObI B PyKH 3a0paTh.

— ¥ WBanymiku Xoporas Aayiia, 1o0pasi, OH He YeCTOMOOMB, — MepeOuBasi Myxka, IpOroBOpuIIa
KHATHHS.

— Bechb B TeOs: Takoit ke MaMIIs, OeccpeOpeHHK, M HeMaJio Tpy/la CTOMT MHE BJIMSTh HA HErO
TaM, 4TOOBI OH Tepe]l TOCyJapeM B Hallly pyKy padoTajl, YeCTH U MOTYIIECTBY HAILIETrO poja Crioco0-
ctBoBas. U Bestb ObIOCH 51, OBIOCH, a TOJIKA ITOKA OT 3TOro HeMHoro. Hy /1a ocTaBiM roBOpUTH PO 310 !..
ABocb 51 Bce-Taku niepesiomtio MBana. Ctynai, nonum ko MHe KaTio: MHe HaJo ¢ Helo moGeceaoBarh.

— Ceituac nouuto.

Kusruns [MpackoBbst FOpbeBHa BhIIIUIA, U CITYCTS] HEMHOTO B TOPHUILY K OTIy BiopxHyJa Kars.

Ona Obl1a OUeHb KpacKBa M CTPOIHA U TOTyYrJIa JOBOJIHO XOpoIliee 1o TOMY BpeMeHH oOpa-
30BaHME; OHA OYEHb JIOJITO KuJjia B Bapiase y cBoero nsau kusa3d ['puropus ®epoposuya Jlonropy-
KOBa M HAy4MJIaCh TaM CBETCKOMY OOpAIEHUIO.

EnBa ona BoILIa B KOMHATY OTIIA, TOT OOPATHJIICS K HEW:

— 3npasctByii, Karioma. Caguck, OyneM roBoputhb. TeGe n3BecTHO, YTO K HaM B [opeHkH Ha
OHAX MpUe3kKaeT JOporou rocts? 3Haeub Ju KT0?

— He 3Haro, nmamna, XOTsI 10 TeM MPUTOTOBJIEHUSIM, KOTOPBIE IPOUCXOAT BO BCEH ycaapOe, MOy
AyMaTh, 4TO TOCTh OyJeT BaKHbIN, — HECKOJILKO MOAYMaB, OTBETH/IA KHSIKHA.

— T'ocynapb K Ham mpHesieT, — CaMOIOBOJIBHO YIIBIOAsICh, TIPOrOBOPUIT [JONTOPYKOB.

— Kak! Heyxenu? — ¢ yaquBiieHHeM BOCKJIMKHY/IA KHSDKHA.

— Ma, na. Ero ummneparopckoe BeJIM4eCTBO JaJl CJIOBO ObITh Y HAaC B ycaaboe.

— D710 U1 HAaC — OOJbIIIAsT YeCTh, — KaK-TO XOJIOMHO MporoBopmiia KHskHa Exarepuna.

— 41 nymaio! A BOT mociyImaii, 4to 51 craHy roBOpuTb. CKakH, ThI CUACThsI ceOe jKesaeln?

— Kr0 xe He xemaer, nmama?

— Ot Tebs Terephb 3aBUCUT MOTYUYUTh OOJTBIIOE-00JIbIIOe cYacThe !

— Yro e 17151 3TOro HaJo MHE CAeNaTh?

— INocrapaiicsi noHpaBUTHCS rocyaapio. [loHpaBUIIILCS eMy, OH Ha TeOe JKEHUTCS, ¥ Thl CTAHEIIIb
umneparpuue. .. [Tonsuia m?

— Koneuno, nonsina! Ho, mana, He BHIIUIO OBl ¢ HAMU TO, YTO CIYYHJIOCh ¢ MEHIIUKOBHIMMU !

— He Ooiics, Kars, s moBeny zeso coBceM mo-apyromy. Thl TOJIBKO MOCTapaiicst MOHPABUTHCS
rocyaapio.

— IloHpaBuTthbes... A eciu 51 He IOHPABJIOCH?

— Yk ecnu rocyaapb XoTesl KeHUThCsl Ha Mapbe MeHIIMKOBOM, TO TeOe-TO U COMHEBAThCS
He3aueM: Bellb Thl MHOTO KpacHuBee U MUJIee ee.

— Ho Beap s crapuie rocynaps.

— D10 HUuero He 3HaumT! [la pa3Be y TeOs1 HET jKeJIaHus ObITh MMITepaTpUIIeii?

— OTKpPOBEHHO CKakKy, HET.

— a o1 ¢ yma conuia?! — ¢ HEYJOBOJILCTBUEM IPOrOBOPWII KHsI3b. — Benpb 39T0 Takoe Benu-
koe cuactbe! Ilomymail cama Tospko!.. Beap Thl cTaHelb NMOBEIUTENbHULIEH BEJIMYaIlIel B MUpPE
cTpanbl!.. A 6OraTcTBo, a BJIacTh, 2 MOTYIECTBO!.. Beb Bce cTaHyT MPEKJIOHATHCS Mepe]] TOOO0M, 1
€CJIM TIOBECTH JIEJI0 C YMOM, TO M ceOs1, U BCeX HaC MPOCTIaBUTh MOXellb! 1o i He cuactbe?! [la
Be/Ib He TTOHUMATh ITOTO — 3HAYUT OBITh KPYIJIOoH aypoi!.. S maxe mpeacraButh cede HE MOTY, Kak
BCETro 3TOr0 He MOHMMATh BO3MOXKHO! ..

— PazyOexars Bac 51 He Oy/ly, TaK KaK Bce paBHO BbI HE MOCIyIIaeTe MeHsl. [IpOTHBUTBCS TOXe
s He OyAy, TOTOMY UTO BbI BCE K€ TIOCTABUTE Ha CBOEM, HO CKaKy BaM, UTO B 9TOM HEPABHOM Opake
sl BUKY HE cUYacThe, a OOJIbIIIoe, OONBIIIOe HECUACThE. . .
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— W b1 ipo HecuacTbe 3arosopuiia? [la 4yto Bb ¢ MaTepblo, CTOBOPHIIUCH, UTO JIM, ITyraTh MEHs
KakuM-To HecuactbeM? ['1e oHo? OTKy/a Bbl BUIUTE €ro?

— AX, mana, narna, BbI 3201y 1aeTech!

— Bbnaropapio nokopno! Yx bl yunts MeHs B3aymana? JKuyuu B [losnblie y 111, Thl, BUAHO,
Hay4MsIach TaM NoJIbcKUM MaHepaM? Ho — HeT! — TBoM HacTaBjieHus 5 CIyLIaTh He Xouy ! — 3aKkpuva
Ha JI0Yb paccepKE€HHbI KHA3b.

— 51 He noHMMalo, Nana, Ha 4To Bbl THeBaeTech? Beap 51 cka3asia BaM, YTO U3 Balllero IOBUHOBE-
HUS ¥ BOJIM HE BbIIY. BbI kemnaete, 4ToObI 51 cTapaiach HOHPABUTHCS TOCYIApI0-MaIburKy, IPUHsLIA
Mepbl K TOMY, YTOOBI YBJIEUb €0, U 51 Oy[ly CTapaThCsi, HO YTO U3 3TOTO BHIMJIET, sl HE 3HAIO, TOJBKO
AyMaio — MaJlo XOpOLLETO. ..

— Hy, 310 MBI yBUAMM, yBUOMM! A Tenepb crymnaid. Toibko mpoiry He 3a0bITh MOHX CJIOB U
TOTOBUTBCS K NpUE3y rocynaps! — yke COBEPLICHHO pa3/ipakUBIIMCh, 3aKOHUMI KH3b AJleKcen
I'puropreBuy.

B orBer Ha cnoBa oTIa KHskHA EkarepuHa Juib Tskeno B3A0XHYJIA U MOCHENIHO BIIILIA.

«Yt0 310 3HaUMT? A My™Man, Kars 3anpeiraet oT paocTu, a oHa 4yTh He ruiadeT. Heyxenu ee He
TpesibIaeT ObITh JKeHOI0 uMreparopa? Yk He JToOUT i oHa Koro? Hamo mocraparbest pa3Benars!» —
IIPOBOXkasl B3MISIOM JJOUb, IOLYyMas KHS3b.

I1I

Nmnieparop-orpok Haxoawicsi y:ke B MOCKBe; ero Bbe3/l B MEepBOMPECTONBLHYIO CTOJUILY CO
BCEM JIBOPOM IMPOU30IIIE]I OYeHb TOPXKECTBEHHO. Bee ymmiibl, mo kotopsim exai [letp AsekceeBuy,
OBbLTM 3arpyKeHbl HAPOJOM, COOPABIIIMMCS CO BCEX KOHIIOB MOCKBBI HABCTpPEeUy TOCYAapio W IMpH-
BETCTBOBABIIUM €ro paJOCTHBIMU KPUKAMU, KOTOPHIM BTOPHJIM KOJIOKOJIA COPOKA COPOKOB 1IEPKBEi
MOCKOBCKHUX.

Tocynapsb ObUT Beces ¥ paJIoCTeH ¥ HU3KO PacKJIaHMBaJICA ¢ HaporoM. Benruasast Mocksa mpo-
M3BeJa Ha €ro MOJIOLYIO JyIIy caMoe paJloCTHOE BIIEYATICHHE U MIOHPABUIIACH €My MHOTO OOJIbIIe
[MetepOypra.

Nmnieparop-orpok ocraHoBuics B JlepopToBckoM ABOpIIE, i€ TOPKECTBEHHO MpPEeICTaBIs-
JIUCh €My BBICIIIEE MOCKOBCKOE JTYyXOBEHCTBO, T€HEPAJIUTET U MOCKOBCKHE BJIACTH, U O4apOBaJl UX
CBOEIO JTIOOE3HOCTHIO.

— Hakonen-to s1 B MockBe, B MuJjiol, foporoii MockBe, — Becesio MpOroBOPIJI OH, OCTaBIIIKUCh
B CBOEeM KaOWHeTe BABOeM ¢ KHsi3eM VBaHoM J10/ITOpyKOBBIM.

— MockBa, BUHO, roCyiaphb, MPUIILIACH OOJbIIe TeOe 1Mo HpaBy, Yyem [Tutep?

— HecpaBuenno, Bans! 4 mymato HaBcerga ocrarbcsi B Mockse. I1ycth 31ech Oyaer Most pe3u-
neniys. Y Hapon 3AeniHui MHe OOJIbIlie HPAaBUTCS, YeM TUTEPCKHA.

— B Mockage, rocynapb, Kak-To IpUBOJIbHEE, TTPOIIIE, /1a ¥ TTOBECEIUTHCS MOKHO, OKOJIO TOpo/ia
Jjieca OTJIMYHBIE, €CTh I71€ TTIOOXOTUTHCS.

— Ha, na. MeI 31ech, BaHs, BBOIIO TOOXOTUMCS ¢ TOOOM. $1 BOT OTIOXHY, MOOBIBAIO, I/e HYKHO,
a TaM ¥ Ha OXOTYy.

— A ¢ OXOTBHI, TOCYaph, K HAM B ycaapOy, Ha repemnyThe. Xopoio y Hac Tam! To-To pa3olTuch
MOXHO!.. VI Ty/IbHYTh, ¥ TOTAHIIEBATh, M BBOJIIO 110 TIOJISIM J1a JiecaMm Nokaratbest MoxxHO! [puesxkaiite,
rocyzapb, K HaM, JIOBOJIbHbI OCTaHETeCh !

— HenpemenHo, Bansi, 3aey. TBo¥# oTell 3Bajl MeHsI, U 51 1aJl CJIOBO OBITh Y Bac.

— TBoii mpue3, rocyaapb, MpUHECeT HaM OOJIBIIIOE CYACThE, — C HU3KMM ITOKJIOHOM IIPOTOBOPHIT
KH3b VBaH.

— 3Haemb, Bans, s xoTen Obl MPUHOCHTL CUACThE HE BaM OJIHUM, MOUM OJIU3KUM, a BCEMY
HapOIy, KOTOphIi BpydeH MHe Borom. § XxoTtesn Obl IeUTH ¢ STUM HAPOAOM M PAJIOCTh U TOpPE W ObLI
ObI CUaCTJIMB ec/i Obl BeCh MO Hapo[ OJ1arofieHCTBOBAI, He Befiast ropst. Ho 1ocTtiudb 3T0ro TpymHo,
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MIOYTH HeNb3s. Y MeHs, K HeCUacThlo, HEMHOTO TaKUX BEPHBIX CIIYT, KaK Thl. MHOTO OKOJIO MEHs
TIOMOIIIHUKOB, & MOJIOKUTHCS HA HUX HEJb3s1; Bellb BCE HE O OJarofieHCTBUM HApOIHOM, a TOJIBKO O
ceOe 1 0 CBOMX ONMM3KUX JAyMaioT. VICKOpEeHUTD 3TO 3710 y MeHs HeT crJ!

— Iloapacrenib, BO3MYyXkaelllb, TOCyIaph, TOT/A U CUJIa y TeOsl SIBUTCSI.

— 4 y bora, Bans, ctany mpocuTh IOMOIIH. .. BOr JacT MHE CHITy MICKOPEHUTb 3710 U HENPaBy
B MOEU 3eMJIe.

— INomoraii Te6e Bor, Benukuii rocynapb. A KOraa Thl W3BOJHIIb MOCETUTh HAPHUILY-UHOKHUHIO
EBpnokuio denopoBHy? — MeHss1 pa3roBop, cipocui Msan [lonropykos. — Ee BenuecTBo yxe He pa3
OCBEIOMJISUTUCH 00 3TOM. X04eTcsl eil MOBUIaTh Bac, Ja M BaM IO POJICTBEHHOW OJIM30CTH TOKJIOH
oTHaTth e ceoBaio Obl! Beb, roBOpSAT, TIOOUT OHA Bac Kperko!

— Crnprman s1, Bans, mipo 310, 3Hal0 1 kaiib ee, OeqHyo! Y roBopuav MHe, YTO HEMaJlo e
MIEPEHECTH B JKU3HU MPUIILIOCH, & 3 YTO — M MOHATH He Mory! Tak Thl TOBOpHIIIb, OHAa BU/IETh MEHS
xouet? Hy uTo X, Che311M K Hell 3aBTpa, HEITPEMEHHO 3aBTpa. Beu kK MoeMy OTbe3 1y TOTOBBIM OBITh,
Bans! M Hatamry ¢ co6oit Bo3bMeM, U TeTylIKy-11apeBHy Enuzasery. Crblinuiib, Bansi, HenmpemMeHHO
CKaXH UM, YTOOBI TPUTOTOBUIIUCH.

— Cnymaio, rocynapb!

— Jlo6mo s ux, Bans, ax kak joomo!.. [la Bens u Omke ux HUKOro y MeHs Her! Harama-to
— aHreJ KpOTKM, a TeTyILIKa-IapeBHa! — ¢ BOCTOProM BocKJIMKHYJ IleTp AnekceeBuy, u ero riasa
BCIIBIXHYJIM OCOOBIM OFOHBKOM. — DX, JIa YTO ¥ TOBOPHTH O Hel!.. Bep 3T0 — KpacoTka Takas, 4to
BTOPO¥ TaKOW, MOIH, U He chickaTh! V1 00pa3oBaHHAsA-TO OHA — Belb KaK MO-(PaHITy3CKU-TO U TOBO-
put u niuiiet!.. A yx Becenasi-to, Becenas!.. I necHu-To noet, u xopoBoast Boaut!.. U Bce pycckoe
Kak JmoouT!..

— Ha, rocynaps, Bbl paBbl! — ¢ BOCXUIIIEHUEM MTOATBEPAI U KH3b MBaH. — VicTuHHAs KOpo-
neBHa!.. DX, TaK BOT, YTO YK HEBECTUTLCS OHA Havyasa... Be/lb, HABEPHO, Y HAC HE OCTAaHETCs, Ky/a-
HUOyp B EBporty 3amysx BbliizeT. Benp cinaBa-To o ee Kpacote J1a ;KUBOCTH M TPUBETIIMBOCTH U TaM
u3BectHa. [Ipuener Kk HaMm KOpoJeBUY KaKOW-HUOYAb, JIMOO MpPUHIL, MO0 Tepror, MpUcBaTaeTcs K
Hel, 1a 1 yBe3eT ee oT Hac. [lomqyMaelis TobKo, Kakoe OHa CYaCThe MYKY CBOEMY JACT, IPSMO-TaKU
3aBUCTD Oeper!..

— Kak 3710 Tak yBe3yT ee? — BAPYT BCIBIXHYJI UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK. — [la pa3Be mbl oTnagum ee’..
Hy, =er, 310 erme mbI mocMotpuM. Kak xe 51 6e3 Hee Oymy? Benb 51 cam ee moomo. [TycTs-ka cyHercst
KTO-HUOYAB! .. [ToKaxy 51, Kak Hally KpacaBuily oTOMBath!.. — Ml uMriepaTop B BOJHEHUH JJake 3a0era
1o 3ai1y aBopua. — Hy Het, eciu Tak, TO sl M caM KeHIOCh Ha Hef!..

— Y10 BBI, YTO BBI, FOCYJaph, Ja pa3Be 3T0 MOkHO? Beap Bbl ee MIeMSHHUK.

— Hy Ttak uro k! Bep 3a rpaHUIIEi-TO 3TO CIIIONIB 1 pSAAOM Aenaercs!.. A Beb ¥ MOsI MaTyIIIKa
MOKOWHASI HEMKa OblTa U JJake, CIofia IpUexaB, MPaBOCIaBHOM He CTaja.

— Tak-To Tak, rocynapp, — MornpoooBaa BO3pa3uTh JOIropykoB, — HO Belb BHI-TO — UMIIEpa-
TOp MpaBocaBHOUN Pycu, u 11apeBHa npaBocnaBHas. HUkak 3ToT Opak HEBO3MOXKEH! — HACTONYMBO
MOBTOPWJI KH:3b MIBaH, TOTUac e cooOpa3uB BCIO OMACHOCTh MOAOOHOro Opaka AJisl IJIaHOB CBOEH
CEMbH.

— A 4 1oKaxy, 4To BO3MOXHO! — KpukHYJ Iletp AnekceeBud. — YTo MOXKET OMEIIATh MOEMY
*kesanuio u Bosie? Beapb s1 — umneparop!

Bujist, 4To 3TOT pa3roBop BOIHYET UMIIEPATOPA, U HE KeJlasi BO3PaKEHUSIMU 00OCTPSITh BOITPOC
Y yKa3aHUeM Ha BO3MOKHbBIE MPENSITCTBUsI BO3OyauTh B [leTpe ynmopcTBo M HACTOMUMBOCTh, KHS3b
VBaH npemnoyes MOKOHYUTH Pa3rOBOP Ha 3Ty TEMY U IEPEBEJI €ro Ha MOCEIIeHUE [IAPULIBI-UHOKUHH.

Wmneparop noareepans, YTo MOEJET K Hell Ha CEAYIOIIUM IEHb.

It0 u3Bectre ObUTO Nepenano B HoBojeBIUMit MOHACTHIPH, M TaM MOIHSIACh OOMbIIIAs CyeTa.
HaunHasi ¢ urymeHsH 1 KOHYasi MPOCTOM OETMUKOM, Bce ObUTH 3aHSATHI IPUTOTOBJICHUSIMH K BCTpeUe
rocygaps.
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Hemano BonnoBanace u Enokust ®eiopoBHa, NMOmKKAAsi CBOEro jAep:xaBHoro BHyka. Cra-
PYIIIKa TO W JIEJIO TOAXOAWIA K OKHY M IMOChLIajla CBOMX MPHUCITYKHUIl K MOHACTBIPCKMM BOPOTaM
MIOCMOTPETh, HE €/IET JIU TOCYaph.

Hakonerr B 6e3BETpPEHHOM, TUXOM BO3JIyXe C KOJIOKOJIbHU HOBOIEBUYBEr0O MOHACTHIPS pa3-
JaJics TyCTo 61aroBecT B OOJIBIION KOJOKOJL.

— Ener, exet apb, — BOerast B KeJiblo rocy/IapbIHU-MOHAXWHU ¥ 33]IbIXA5ICh OT YCTAJIOCTH, TIPO-
TOBOPHJIA MOJIOZIASI TIOCTYIITHUIIA, KOTOPOH OBLIO IIPUKA3aHO K/IATh Y CBATBIX BOPOT U, KK MOKAXKETCS
Kapera rocyznapsi, 0exarb 1 U3BECTUTh O TOM [IaPHIly-WHOKHHIO.

— Haneko mm? — gpoxaium rojgocom cripocuia Esnokus ®enopoBHa.

— Bim3exoHbKO, K MOHACTHIPIO YK MObe3kaeT. Kapera-To, BUiath, 3010Tasi, a KOHU-TO Oeibe.
A OKOJIO KapeThl rocyaapsi CKauyT KaKre-TO BOMHBI B IIUTATIAX C TIEPhsIMH 1 BCE OHU B 30JIOTBIX TaJTy-
Hax, — 3aIbIXaBIIKCh, PACCKa3bIBaja MOJIOIEHbKAsI MOCITYIIHUIIA.

— Hy, Hy... nonmno! Crymaii k cebe! — cka3ana 1apuiia U oOpaTuiach K OMMKHEH MPUCITYK-
Hutle: — A Tbl, JIyKepbs, OT OKHa He OTXOJIU 1, KaK 3aBU/IUIIIb, YTO TOCYAaph KO MHE CBOM ITyTh HAIpa-
BUJI, ceiiyac o ToM ckaxu. Cama s ¢ Kpecia IBUHYThCS He MOry. [Ipokar v HOTU M PyKH, Cepile
3amupaeT. C 4yero — u cama He BeAao!

— C panoctH, rocynapbiHsI-MaTyIka, ¢ pagoctu! Jla BOT U rocygapb MiecTBOBaTh U3BOJIUT, —
OTCKaKuBasl OT OKHa, OBICTPO TIporoBopuia JIykepbsi.

— Cnaga 6ory, 1ox/anach!

C tpynom nogusiack ¢ kpecina EBnokus denopoBHa u, nogaepxkubaemasi CBoel JII0OMMON Ipu-
CITy’)KHUIICH, TIOILIA K IBEPU HABCTPEUY CBOEMY JIepXKaBHOMY BHYKY.

— 3ppascTByiiTe, Miias 6alyIka, 3ApaBCcTByTe. Sl OUeHb paj CBUJAHUIO C BAMH, — BECEJIO U
MOYTUTESTHHO MPOTOBOPHIT HMITEPATOP-OTPOK.

— 3npaBcTBYH, BHyYeK, qoporoil [lerpyieHpka, CBETHK MOi! — Kpernko oOHMMasi rocynaps,
3aIbIXAIOIIMMCS OT CJIe3 TOJI0OCOM IIPOrOBOPUJIA I[APUIIA-UHOKUHSI.

— 310poBHI JM BbI, Oaly1ka?

— 310poBa, rocyiapb-BHy4eK, TEJIOM 3I0POBa, Aa BOT JyIlIa MOsI CKOPOUT CMEPTEITHHO.

— C yero 310, 6a0ymka? Moxer, Bbl 4eM HeIOBOJIbHBI?.. Tak ckaxwuTe, mpoiry Bac!

— Cnacwu6o, Ilerpymenska, criacu6o! Becem s1 qoBombHA... A 3TO KTO ¢ TOOOH? — cripocuia
EBnokus ®enopoBHa, Mokas3biBasi Ha BOIISAIIMX K HEW 3a rocylapeM BeJIUKUX KHsbkeH Haranbio
AusexceeBHy U Enusasety [leTpoBHy.

— Cecrpa mos Haramma. He y3nana, 6a0ymika?

— Haramenpka, ronyOyiika Mosi, pogHasi, CHpOTHHOUKA!.. — W 1apuiia-MoHaXUHS IPUHSIIACH
OOHMMATh U 11eJIOBaTh CBOIO BHYUKY, BEJIUKYIO KHSIKHY.

— A 310, 6abymmka, — most TeTs, EnmusaBera [leTpoBHA, — IPOrOBOPWMIT TOCYAAph, TIOIBOS 32
PYKY K LIapuIle-MOHAXWHE KPACABUILY IIaPEBHY.

— 3apaBcTByH, apeBHa. .. 3npaBcTByi! Eci He Opesryerb, To niorenyi MmeHs ctapyxy! TBo-
eMy otity, napio [lerpy, Obu1a 51 He dyxkas, — cyxo nporoBopwia EBnokus ®enoposHa.

— Yro BHI, uTO B! Bamu OpesroBats! f Tak paga BuaeTh Bac, rocygapbiHsa-marymika! — U
Emuzasera [lerpoBHa, Kperko 0OHSB, MOLEIOBAIA HECUACTHYIO JKEHY CBOETO OTIIA.

— To1 joOpast, 1ackoBasl. .. BUIHO, HE B OTIIA. .. A Tbl, BHyYKa MOSI MUJIasl, C 4ero TaKasi Xy/JaeHb-
Kasg na OnepHasa? Vmm teGe, CBETUK MOU, HE3I0OPOBHUTCSA? — MOOOBHO MOCMATPHUBAS HA BEJMKYIO
KHskHY Haranpio AJlekceeBHy, Clipochiia apuia-MOHAXUHS.

— M=He, 6abymika, HIYero, s 370poBa.

— A c Jero ke Thl Takasl XyJAeHbKas ja OeqHast?

— Yk, paBo, He 3HaI0, 0a0yIIKa; TOIBKO 51 COBCEM, COBCEM 3/I0POBA. ..

— Hy u xopomo!.. u nait Bor Tede 310poBbs, ITapeBHYIIKa MOsI cepieuHast. Begb oHO Tebe ox
kak Hayo!.. 1 o cebe-To Tebe 1mo3adoTuThes clienyer, u o Opariie [lerpymieHpke. Buiib, Beb OH elre
IOHBIN Kakoii! Beb BO3JIe HEro HU OTIA, HU MATyIIKU, OJHA ThI JIJIs1 Hero OJNM3Kasl ja crapiiasi, Tak
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teOe u cam ['ocroapb 3a HUM MOCNIETUTh Besiel. MHOroMy emy elnle Moy4YUThCs HaJlo, U 1 POy Teost
— TMIOMOTal Thl eMy B 3TOM, CMOTPH, YTOOBI OH HayK J1a [IepkBU boxbeli He 3a0bBat!

DTOT pasroBOop He HPABWICA MMIIEPATOPY-OTPOKY, OH MOpIIWICA W XxMypwics. Hortarms
6a0yIIKK OBICTPO TIOJIABWJIA B 9TOM eIlle He YPAaBHOBEIICHHOM IOHOIIIe YYBCTBO POACTBEHHOM MIPUBSI-
3aHHOCTH K HEH, ¥ OH JJaske OTBEPHYJICS OT IIAPUIILI-MHOKWHHU. [la 1 BOOOIIE ero MbIC/IV ObLUTH 3aHSIThI
APYTUM: OH ObLJI e1lie BeCh IMOJ1 BIMSHUEM BUepaliHei 6ecenpl ¢ JJonropyKoBbIM, €ro BOJTHOBaJIA OJ-
30CThb IapeBHBI EnM3aBeThl, KOTOPOW OH JIeHCTBUTEBHO yBJeKayicsa. OH MOUTH He OTPhIBAJ B3IJISA/AA
OT Hee, CJIeNT 3a KaX/IpIM ee JABkeHreM. Ero Tarotuso sto npeObiBaHue y OaOyIIKH, B €€ KeJlbe;
€ro TSHYJIO BOH OTCIOA, YTOOBI OMATh OYYTHTLCS B KapeTe psiioM ¢ Kpacasuileld Enmmsaseroit [let-
POBHOW M OECTIPENATCTBEHHO OeceoBaTh C HElo.

It0 3ameTria apeBHa Ennzasera [leTpoBHa U ¢ yIbIOKOI THXO IPOrOBOPUJIA:

— He nopa nu Ham, rocygaps?

— Ha, na, u To nopa.

— Kyna cnemre? IMoroctute, nopajayiite MeHsl, CTapyxy!

— MeHs KIOyT... MHE HaJoO exarb, 6adymka! Mbl OnATh K BaM CKOpPO TMpHeAeM, — IPOU3HeC
HMMIIepaTop, ¢ )KUBOCTHIO YXBATHBIIUCH 32 TIPEJIOKEHHE [TAPEBHBI.

— Ox, npuenere mu? Byny kxnate, Oymy.

— Knure, 6a0yiika. .. Ecim Bbl ueM-1100 HeTOBOJIBHBI MJTH YeT0 Y Bac He XBaTaeT, TO CKaXKHUTe,
1 BCE TOJTyYHUTE. . .

— Crnacu60, rocynapb MO 1 BHy4YeK Mutbiii! BceM s toBonbHA. Jla M1 MHOTO JT MHE, CTapyxe
WHOKMHE, HaoOHO? BoT xoTena Obl 51 MOroBOpuTh ¢ ToOO0I0, [leTpyieHpKka, — mpor3Heca apuia-
WHOKHHSI, CHJTBHO OSCITOKOUBIIIAsICS O BHYKE, TaK KaK el yxke ObUIO U3BECTHO, KTO OKPYKAaeT ero u K
YeMy HamlpaBJISIoT €ro PyKOBOAWTENN [J0NTOpyKOBHI.

— Yo ke, s THA Yepe3 ABa-TPU NPUELy, Mbl K TIOTOBOPHM C BamH, Oa0yIIKa, a Terepb y MeHs
HET BpeMeHH, s JIOJKEH CIIeIINTh, — HeTepIieIMBO mporoBoput [lerp.

— Hy, ny, noesxaii... Xpanu Te0s1 bor! He 3a0biBaii MeHs1, cTapyXy, Y& HEOJITO OCTAJIOCh MHE
KWUTH Ha cBeTe. .. VI ThI, CBETHK MOW, C rocygapem npue3xkaii! — oopartuiachk apuina K BHyuke. — Teos,
napeBHa, EnmnzaBera [letpoBHa, 51 He 30By. Tebe, Takoii KpacaBuile, OeceioBaTh CO MHOM, CTapyXOu,
NoXasyu, He B yrony Oyner... [Ipoctu!

Beicoyaiimme rocTu yexaiiu, 1 olsATh ofiHa octasiack EBnokus ®e1opoBHa B CBOeH KeJlbe, OIHA,
TOJIBKO CO CBOMMH BOCTIOMHUHAHUSIMU O OBLJIOM.

«[lerpyma n Hatama — o6a 6neqnbie, Xyasle. .. B otia. M Anenienpka Takum ke poc. A Enm-
3aBeTa — KpacaBulla, 6ena, CTpOiiHa, pyMsiHa, MPSIMO 1apb-JIeBUIIA. .. XOTb M CTApbhl MOM IJ1a3a, a BCe
e pasIisijiena, 9YTo rocyIapb-BHYK Ha KpacaBHIly TeTKY YaCTEHbKO MocMaTpruBajl. B ero orpoueckomM
B3MIsAE JII0OOBL OblTa BUAHA. Hemapom ciyx uuer, uro [lerpyina JoOWT 1apeBHY-TETKY U OyITO
KEeHUThCS Ha Hel xoueT. [InemsHHuk Ha pomgHol Tetke! Kpoocmemienue! O T'ocnonu, cnacu...
nomutyi! OT OOHOM MBICIH IPOXb MTPOOMPAET U BOJIOCHI HA TOJIOBE CTAHOBATCS ABIOOM>.

— TI'ocrionu, He Aait MHE IOXKHTH JI0 cero! — BCIyX, 3a/IbIXA0IIUMCS TOJIOCOM, CO CTOHOM IpO-
rOBOpHJIA LIApUIIa-MHOKUHS M 00paTuiiach K ciuyxkaHke: — Uro, yexan rocyaapb?

— TonbKO YTO M3BOJIWII CECTh B KapeTy, U3 OKHA 51 BUJIEJA.

— Vexaun!.. Cnacu ero, ['ocions! Bequ mens, Jlykepbsi, B 00pa3Hyi0, MOJHUThLCA s X0uy, Bora
Omarogaputhb, uto OH CrIOAOOUT MEHsI BHYUYKa-11apsl y3peTh CErOTHS.

Nmnepatop-oTpok Ha APYroi JeHb IMOCiIe CBOEro TocelieHrs] 0a0KM MpUObLT B BEPXOBHBIN
TAWHBIA COBET W 3asIBIJI, UTO U3 TIOYTEHUS U JTIOOBU K CBOEH 0a0yIITKe KeJlaeT, YTOObI «ee BETNIeCTBO
10 CBOEMY BBICOKOMY JIOCTOMHCTBY ObLJTa COMIEpKMMA BO BCAKOM JIOBOJILCTBE U UTOOBI WICHBI COBETA
YUMHWIM HaJJIekallee onpeaeseHrue U JOHECI eMy CKOpei».

Bckope eit ObUT Ha3HAuUeH MITaT, ObUIO OMPENeeHO BbIAABATh O IECTUIECATH THICSY pyoeit
B T'OJl ¥ OTITMCAHA Ha Hee IieJiast BOJIOCTh B JIBE THICSUM JIBOPOB.
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BectHrkamu 3To# pagocTi ObUTH TOCTaHBI TOCYAApeM K Iapulie-UHOKMHE JBa BaXKHBIX BEJb-
MOXH — KH3b Bacunmii Jlykua JonropykoB u Imutpuit Muxaidnosuy ['onmviisiH. Korga onu coo6-
UM e noesienue rocyaapsi, EBnokust degoposHa nmpomosBuia:

— KHs13bs1, 51 He Haliy CJIOB, Kak OJarofapuTh MOETO BHYKa, BEJIMKOTO rocyaapsi, 3a €ro BHU-
MaHue K MoeMy yOoxecTBy. BaM BeJoMO, YTO MHOTO $1 BHITEpIIeNa, MHOTO TIepeHecIa Ha CBOEM BEKy
ropsl ¥ HECUYACThsI, 4 €r0 IIAPCKOE BEJIMYECTBO OE3MEPHON PaJoCThio MEHsI U3BOJIUI HAAEIUTh. .. U
3a 3TO 1 ILTI0 eMYy MOI 3€MHOM TMOKJIOH.

CkazaB 310, IJapH11a XOTeJIa OIYCTUTHCS HAa KOJIEHU, HO KH$I3b [ OJIMIIBIH OCTAHOBUJI €€ OT 3TOr0
TMOKJIOHA.

— He tpynu ce6s1, napua-matyiika. .. BenmkoMy rocynapio TBOH MOKJIOH MbI TIEpEJa VM.

— Ero njapckoe BemuecTBO U3BOJIUT Uepe3 Hac TeOsl, TOCYJapbIHIO, CIIPAIIMBATh: He TpeOyeTcs
JI1 TBOEMY BEJIMYECTBY €llle Yero-HuOyab? — C HU3KKUM TOKJIOHOM CKa3al KHs3b Bacwmmiil Jlykna
Jlonropykos.

— Huuero mue Gosnbiiie He HaI0, KHsI3b, BCEM sl 0€3MEPHO B3bICKaHA MOMM BHYKOM-TOCYapEM.
TosbKO 00 OTHOM CKaKMTE €r0 BEJMUYECTBY, UTO MPOILIY 51 y HEro Kak OOJBIION MHJIOCTU TIPUEXaTh
HABECTUTb MEHS.

—Ilepenaarm Mbl BEIMKOMY rOCYAApIo, MaTyIKa-IapyIia, TBOIO MPOChOY, — MPOrOBOPHUII KHSI3b
lonuupiz.

EBnokus ®enopoBHa 0uyTHIIaCh Tenepb B OOJNBINON CllaBe; el BO3AAaBAIM LIAPCKUE TIOYECTH,
Ha3blBAIM LIApULIEN M rocydapbiHel; K Held B HoBoneBMUMiT MOHACTBIpb BCSKHUW JIEHb €3/1MJIM Ha
TMIOKJIOH BEJIbMOXH U NEPBbIE JTIOIU B TOCYJApCTBE, U MHOTHE 3aUCKMBAJIM €€ PACIIONOKEHHUS.

Bocnpsinyna gyxoM 1apuiia-nHOKMHS U Jake Kak Obl TOMOJTOZIENa Ha HECKOJIBKO JieT. Kakiplii
JeHb NOoKKUJaa OHa Ipuesaa BHyKa-rocyaaps. Ho Ilerp, npoBonuBimii Moyt Bce JHU Ha OXOTE,
OKpYXeHHbI J{oMropyKoBbIMH, 3a0bUT OOCIIaHNe HABECTUTh CBOIO 0aOYIIIKY; YBJICUEHHBI OXOTOW,
OH CTaJ Takke 3a0BbIBaTh U ropstyo Jiodumyio cectpy Haranpio AjnekceeBHY, KOTOpasi CTajia OYeHb
YacTo MPUXBApbIBaTh U JEHb OTO JHS Xy/ena U OnesiHena, Tas, Kak cBeyva.

3aro napesHa Enuzasera I[lerpoBHa 1Bena, 4to po3a maickasi, U IeHb OTO JHSI CTAHOBUJIACH
BCE KpacuBee U KpacuBee.

HmmniepaTtop-0TpoK BIIIOOUJICS B CBOIO KPACABUILY TETKY U HM HA KOM HE XOTeJl )KeHUThCS, KpoMe
Hee. He pa3 06 9ToM HauMHaI OH TOBOPUTS C I1apeBHOM Enn3aBeToi, 4yTh HE CO ce3aMU MPOCUIT ee
coriacusi, HO BCer/a rnojydas OTKa3, XOTsl ¥ MOACIAIICHHBIH YBEPEHUAMHU B JTIOOBH U MPEJAaHHOCTH.

Hakonern oH permit oOkoHUaTeNbHO BBISICHUTH Borlpoc. He noexaB Kak-To Ha OXOTY, OH OTIIpa-
BUJICA Ha 1os10BUHY Enmzasetsl [1eTpoBHBI 1 3acTall €e NeyaibHO CUIEBILEI0 Y CTONA; Ha €€ KPACUBBIX
71a3aX BUIHBI ObUIH CIIEIbI CIIE3.

— JIuza, To1 nevasipHa? Thl TU1aKaMa? — ¢ yAUBJIEHUEM BOCKJIMKHYJI UMIIEPaTOP-OTPOK, TPUBBIK-
1M BUJIETHh CBOIO KPACaBUIly TETKY BCErja BECEJION U CYACTIIMBOM.

— Her, s Huuero, — crapasich yabIOHYThCSI, OTBETHJIA IIapEBHA.

— Tebs1, moxet ObITh, KTO 00Maen? Ckaxwu, JInu3a, ¥ TOT MHE JOPOTO 3a ITO 3AIUIATHT... KTO
Obl OH HU ObLI!..

— Bor kak, rocynaps? Tbl He HOMIIOBaJI OBl M CBOETO JTI0OMMIIA KHs13s1 VIBana?

— A pasBe oH obuzen Tedst ueM-11o0?

— Her. Jla u kak cmeer obuneth MeHst KHs13b MIBaH? ToJbKO 32 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT JI0 TBOETO
MPUX0/a, TOCYAapb, OH 3aXOQMJ KO MHE M YyTh HE HA KOJEHSX MPOCHJI, YTOOBI 51 BBIIILIA 32 HETO
3aMyK.

— Kak oH cmen Tonbko rnogymats 00 3TOM! — CepaUTO TOIMHYB HOTOI0, BOCKIMKHYI [letp.

— Ha nero cepautscsa He crout, [lerpyma. TBoii KHs3b IBaH Kakoi-TO MOJIOYMHBIH, IIPaBo!
OH cobupaercs sxeHuThest Ha Haranbe llepemereBoit, 006 3TOM Bce 3HAIOT, @ HBIHYE KO MHE TPHIIET,
IU1aueT, B HOrM KiaHsietcs. «He Myxem, — roBopuT, — TBOMM $1 Oy/1y, TpeKpacHasi IfapeBHa, a padoM».
W cmemHo 1 00MIHO MHE OBbLIO 3TO CiymiaTh. Sl — M0Yb MMIEpaTopa, Mepes MaMmsAThio KOTOPOro
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OnaroroBeeT Bcsi Pych, a og/IaHHBI MOETO OTIa cMeeT mpeasarath MHe Opak! OH He cMen Obl U
MOIyMaTh 00 3TOM, eciiv Obl )KHB ObUT MOH OTell. .. §I — cupoTa, Kpyriasi CMpoTa, 3aCTYIIUThCS 32 MEHS
HEKOMY, — CO CJie3aMH1 Ha I71a3ax nmporopopuia napesHa Ennzasera [lerpoBHa.

— Kak nekomy! A 517 MeHns TbI 3a0bi1a, JIuza? — ¢ nerkum ynpekom ckazan Ilerp. — ... g
CETrO/IHSI K€ TPUKaKy apecToBath VBaHa.

— He nenaii aToro, rocynapb! 3a TBOIO JIIOOOBb KO MHE 1 32 3aIIIUTY OOJIBIIIOE CIacuO0, HO KHS3I0
VBany nvxa s He xenaio. .. 1a ¥ He 32 uyTo! BuiHO, OH OT ry/ibObl M OT OECCOHHBIX HOUEH OMoIoyMe 1
BMECTO KaKON-HUOYIb APYroy JIeBUIIB KO MHE mpwiies. MHe, HapcKoil Jouepy, OH CTall pejyiarath
BBIITH 32 HEro, ¥ Ha 3TO IJIyMOe MPeAoKeHUe s1 CMEXOM OTBETHIIA, a He 37100010 U MPOrHaa ero.

— A MHe yem OTBeTHuIlIb Thl, JIn3a, ecm s CTaHy yCepaHO MPOCUTh TeOs1 O TOM ke? — clierka
APOXKAIIUM TOJIOCOM IPOMOJIBUII UMITEPATOP-OTPOK.

— Temu xe cnoBamu, KakumHu U nipesxae. Hempicium 31oT Opak, rocygaps! CsiTasi IepKOBb U
Hapop ocyaAaT Hac. U cuactest Ham He Oyner. Benp Bory npotuBen OyaeT 3ToT 6e33aKOHHBIH Opax.

— DT0 TBOE MOCJIEAHEee CIOBO, IapeBHa?

— [la, ma, mocieaHee.

— CraJio ObITh, THI HE JTIOOUIITL MeHS, He JTIoOUIIh ? — B rojioce 10HOTO rocyaapsi 3By4aiiu CJie3bl. —
Tol genaenb MeHs HecyacTHbIM, JIuza!

—ITonHo, romy64mK Moii, cuacTirBee TeOsi Ha BceM cBeTe HeT. Thl — rocyaapb, Te0e MoABIacTHBI
MUWJUTHOHBI JIIOAeH, Thl MoJIofI, KpacuB. Ho o moOBu 1 0 keHuThOe TeOe ITymaTh ere paHo. Tebe
CJIeyeT ellle MHOTOMY YuuThcsl. BOT mogpacreiib, BO3MyKaelllb, TOT/IA W KEHUIIIbCS.

— Hacranenus, njapeBHa, octaBb IpH ceOe, MX MHE HaJoesIo CiymiaTh u oT AHapes VBaHo-
BUYA, — CEPAMTO MPEpBaJl UMIEPATOP-OTPOK. — OOUIHBI MHE TBOU CJIOBA, I1apeBHa! Thl Bce cunTaeib
MEeHsI 32 MaJIbUUKa. A Be[lb MHE yXe YeThIPHAAIATh JIET.

— Hebonbime roaa eme, [lerpymiensbka, HeOonbiue. Thl ele TONbKO HaYMHACIb KUTh. TBOsS
KU3HB BIlepeny, Tede ele MHOTOMY YYHMThCsl Hy)kHO. He jymaif, 4To JIeTKO JepkaBoil YIpaBJsiTh.
Moii oTer IOKOWHBIN, a TBOM Jie]] OOraThipeM ObLJI, HO ¥ TO YaCTO TSKEJION AyMe TpeiaBaics, IOHUK-
HYB CBOEW Moryuei rojoBoil. Ha MOMOIIIHMKOB CBOMX MHOTO He mojaraiics. Bepb Oosnbliie cBOMM
r71a3aM, a He yykuM. OcoOeHHO Ha JI0TopyKOBBIX MHOTO He TojIaraicsi, ce0si UM B PyKU He OT/IaBaii.
Ciyx uzeTt, 4to KHs3b AJIeKcel 3a/lyMall )KeHUTDb TeOsl Ha CBOEH JJouepu.

— YT0 XK€, 1 KEHIOCh, KEHIOCh. Bellb Thl HEe XOYelllb ObITh MOEH KEHOM, TaK 51 JKeHICh Ha Jloi1-
TOPYKOBOW.

— CmMmotpwu, He BHIILUIO Obl ¢ TBOEH HeBecTor J{oaropykoBO# TO ke, uTo U ¢ Mapbein MeHu-
KOBOM.

— DTOro HUKOrJa He MOXeET ObITh. JJ0NTOpYKOBBI MHE TpejaHbl, 0COOEHHO ke KHs3b VBaH.

— Ox yx ot MHe kHs13ek! CoBcem Tebs ucroptit oH! M He 51 oiHa Tak Aymaro, a MHOTHE.

— Tax Bce BbI ommoOaetech, Bce! Kusi3p ViBan — Mot uckpeHHuil v mpeganHblii 1pyr! OH xkenaet
MHe 100pa M CYacThsl, U HUUTO HE 3aCTABUT MEHS MU3MEHHWTh K HEMY CBOW OTHOIIEHHS! — TPOMKO
MIPOTrOBOPUJI UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK M, HE CKa3aB 0oJiee HU CJIOBA, OBICTPO BHIIIIE.

IV

Koponarus nMrieparopa-oTpoka oTim4anach 0coOO00 TOPKECTBEHHOCTBIO U OrieckoM. Topike-
CTBa IJIMJIUCh HECKOJIBKO IIHGIjl noapAA v COIpOBOKAAINCH TPUABOPHBIMU BEJIMKOJICITHBIMHA 6anaM1/1,
YTOIIEHUSAMHU ISl HAPOJIa, a TaKkKe POCKOIIHBIMU (hefiepBepKaMy U WUTIOMHUHALIVEN.

B nau koponatuu [letp Harpaaui cBOMX MpUOIMKEHHBIX: KHS3bs1 JJOMTOPYKOBBI ObLUTH Ha3HA-
YeHbI YWICHaMU BEPXOBHOT'O TAHOTO COBETa, a apckuii modumerr Misan Jlonropykos — odep-kamep-
repoM.

Xutpeil qumuioMar A”nperd MiBanoBuu OcTepmMaH MO-TIPEXHEMY IOJIb30BAJICS PACIONOKE-
HUEM U JOBEPHUEM IOHOI'O rocygaps, HO HUKAK HE MOTI' IPUOXOTUTDL €ro K 3aHATUIO HAYKaAMM.
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C nepeesnoM aBopa B MockBy B 1728 roay, Kak roBOpUT UCTOPUK, «roTexu» Ilerpa Il okoH-
YaTeJIbHO B3SUIM BepX HAJl YYEHBIMU U CEPbe3HBIMU 3aHATUSIMU. PeOeHOK-umIepaTop npenasics Bee-
1IeJI0 YBECEJICHUsIM M B OCOOEHHOCTH oxoTe. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 BUHOBHMKOM €ro pacCesiHHOM KU3HU
ObL1 yxe He MBan AnekceeBrd, a otell (paBoputa Ajekceit [ puropbeBud J1onropykoB, 3a1aBIIHAIACS
1esbio HerpeMeHHo oOBeHuath [letpa 11 ¢ cBoeto poueprlo, KHsKHOIW ExaTepuHOi.

Ha cemeitnom coBete [1oaropykoBbl perniy noMorars Ajiekcero I puroppeBuuy B OCyILIECTB-
JIEHUU 3TOTO IJ1aHa, U TOJIbKO ofauH MBaH JloaropykoB BbICKa3aJiCs IPOTUB 3TOTO.

— Yro T8I, oTew, 3agyman?.. Hama Kats — BoBce He moaxopsinas HeBecTa rocy1apio, — BO3pasuil
OH OTIIY.

— He noaxonsuias, Tel roBopuiib? A 103BOJIb y3HATh YeM?

— A TeMm, BO-TIEPBbIX, YTO OHA CTaplle TocyAapsi, a BO-BTOPBIX, HPAaB y HEE KPyTOM, KallpU3HbII.

— Tbl roBOpHIIL TaK MOTOMY, YTO He JOOHIbL KaTio 1 He kenaeb el c4acThbsi, HO BCe-TaKu
oHa OyJieT IapuIiero.

— Enga !

— A s roBopio: Oyner, Oyaer. .. Vau Tol noiaens NpoTuB MeHs1, OTia?

— He npotus Te64, 6atiomka, st Oy, a MpOTHB Henpasbl. Ham rocynaps ogHoM HenmpaBIon
OKpYXeH. Bripodem, fienaiite Kak XOTHTe, MeIaTh 51 BaM He Oyay. MHe ¢ BaMH He CITPaBUThCS: Bac
MHOT'0, 5 OJIUH, — C TSIKEJIBIM B3JJOXOM ITPOroBOpMII KHs3b VBaH.

— 3aBTpa rocyaapb OTHPABJISIETCS] HA OXOTY B HAIIK 3aII0BE/IHBIE Jieca v 00eIall TOCETUTh HAIllN
lopenku... Tel noenems 1u? — cipocuin y cbiHa Anekceit Jloaropykos.

— Her! Ckaxych O0JbHBIM 1 He TIoefy. .. be3 MeHs Bam xke Jsryurre Oynetr. Hekomy Oynet rocy-
Japsi OCTAaHOBUTb.

—9x, UBan!.. U s3bIk ke y Tebs!.. UTo OputBa. .. A T Korma e Ha [llepemeTeBoit )eHUIIbCS ?

— He 3naro.

— BunHo, eme He nepedecucs!.. XKams Hacrensky TpyOerkyto nokunyTh?.. Tak, uto m? Tel
AdyMaellb, TBOU IIAIIHU MHE HeusBecTHbI? Jlymaenib, He 3Haio, Kak Tbl KHA351 Hukury IOpbeBuua
TpyOetikoro 3a Hoc TipoBoauIb? Bee s 3Halo, Bee 3HAIO. ..

— TBoe 3HaHMe nipu TeOe 1 OCTAHETCsI, — XOJIOJHO U CIIOKOMHO BO3Pa3uJl OTILy KH:3b VIBaH.

— A ecnu HeBeCTa y3HaeT PO TBOU JIIOOOBHBIE TIPOACIKH?

— Haramma u 6e3 Toro Bce 3HaeT, sl caM paccKasall eu.

— W mocyie TBOMX paccKa3oB OHA UAET 3a Tedsi? — ¢ yIUBJIEHUEeM BOCKJIMKHYT Ajiekcert Jlonro-
PYKOB.

— la, uger...

— Wnu ona mypa HaOwTas1, WM yx yepecuyp Kpenko rnomoouna teds!.. Korna ke oOpyueHue
Oynet?

— Ha nmusx... Tocygapb gan ciioBo ObITh.

—Tocynaps k Te6e OmaroBomut. .. Tonbko sy, ViBaH, Kpermue aep:kuch 3a rocyapsi. .. Bparos
y Te0s1 Hemaso. Kus3p TpyOerkoit — nmepBbiil TBOI Bpar.

— He 6010ch 4 ero, He 6010¢h. 3Hal0, 3a YTO 3JI00UTCA.

— Eire Ob1 He 37100UThCSI, KOTJIA THI )KEHY Y HEr0 OTHSIL.

— He mos BuHa, eciii oH He cymen cOepedb CBOIO JKEHY.

— Hy nanHo, 310 — A€o0 TBOE, a 5 3a Te0s — He oTBeTYHK. OO OIHOM MPOIITy: He MOPTU HAIIETO
JeJ1a ¥ POTUB CUACThsl BCEW Hallleld CEeMbU HE UJIN.

— Cmorpu, otell, He omuoOuck! Yaemb cuacTbs, He MOTy4r HeCUacThs!

— Tunyn Tebe Ha s3bIKk! Thl, KaK YEpHBI BOPOH, OIHO JIMIIb HECUYACThE U CYJHIIb, — CEPAUTO
BBIMOJIBWJI CTapblil KHsA3b. — Jlyuine yinu! Thl TOBKO Ha TO M ropas[i — OTLa paccTpauBaTh.

[TporoBopus 31 ci10Ba, KHA3b Asekceil [ puropbeBiuY 0CTaBUJI FOPHUILY ChIHA, CEPIUTO XJIOII-
HYB JBEPBIO.
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EnBa TONBKO BHIIIENT KHA3b, KAK €My Ha cMeHy ObIcTpo Boresn JleBymnika XpanyHOB U TauH-
CTBEHHBIM TOJIOCOM TPOroBOpwII, oOpamasick Kk MBany [lonropykosy:

— Tebs kakas-To Jama cnpamuBaet. [To Hy:)KHOMY, TOBOPUT, JIeny.

— Hama? Mosnonast unu crapas?

— He Bepnato, o Byasbio He BUITHO.

— U damuium cBoeii He cka3zaa?

— He ckazana... TBou X00MBbI €€ He IyCKaloT.

— Ilpukaxwu, JleBymka, mycTuTh, a caM MOMEJIA, HE BXOIH, [TIOKA HE TTO30BY.

Cnycrst HemHoro kK VBany [lonropykoBy BOIILIa Kakas-TO CTPOMHASI KEeHIIMHA, O0raTo oferas;
ee royioBa ObUIa MOKpPHITA (DaTON WM TyCTOW Byasbio. He roBopst HH c/ioBa, OHA OBICTPO TOAHSIIA
ByaJlb.

— Hacta? — ¢ ynuBieHueM BOCKJIMKHYJ MOJIOAOM KHS3b.

— a, Hacra! He xxpgan? Yousnen?..

— IlpusHatocs. .. YeMy npumnucarh TBOM HEOKUAAHHBIN TPUXOL?

— A BoT ceituac ckaxy... Jlail MHe qyx nepesectu! Ycrana, cemuia. .. — IporoBopuiia KHs-
runs1 Hacraces [aBpunioBHa TpyOenkasi, yke JaBHO HAXOAMBINASCS B OMU3KUX OTHOIIEHUsIX ¢ VBa-
HOM [{0JITOPYKOBBIM.

Kus13p MIBaH OTKpBITO Besl cBsA3b ¢ TpyOelkoii, HUCKOIBKO HE CTECHSISICh €€ My’Ka; IO CJIOBaM
ero coBpeMeHHuKa, KHs3s LlepdaroBa, oH, ObiBast y KHs3s TpyOekoro ¢ ApyruMu CBOUMH MOJIO-
JBIMH COOOIITHUKAMM, «ITUBAJT 10 KPAWHOCTH, OMBAJI U PyrUBaJl MyXka, ObIBILIETO O(PUIIEPOM KaBajep-
rap/ioB, UIMEBIIIET0 YMH TeHepai-Maiopa U ¢ TEPIIEHUEM CThIJI CBOH OT KeHbl CHOCHBIIIETO».

— Ckaxu MHe, Thl BCe-TaKkM pelui keHuTbcst Ha Hatanbe IllepemereBoil? — cepauro nocmar-
puBas Ha KHs34, cripocuia Tpyoerkas.

— Bcee-taku pem, Beib Ted6e M3BECTHO 00 STOM.

— A 9-10 Kak xe?

— A b1, Hacrts, npu cBoem mysxe Oyzelib, — HACMEIIUTUBO OTBETHI JJoNropyKoB.

— I'pex 1ebe, Bans!.. MeHs, xeHIIMHY, KOTOpas TeOs Tak ropsdo JIIoOWIa, a MOXKET, JIIOOUT U
TeTiepb, Thl TPOMEHSLT Ha IEBYOHKY. UeM oHa sryuinie MeHs1? Mooxe, TOIbKO U BCEro. . .

— Momuu! Mosxemb 1 Thl paBHATH ce0s1 ¢ Moelt Harameidt? OHa U Thl — Beb 9TO pail U aji.
Ecmu, Hacrs, xodenb, 94ToOBI 51 ctymian 1edsi, He roBOpH HU ciioBa o Harame. OHa — cBsitas!

— Caaras!.. U, uto Beigyman!.. Cestas, Moka. ..

— Momnuars, roBopio! — KpUKHYJI KHS3b.

— Yro THI KpHrumIllb, 3100ei? Y qpatbest co MHOIO 3aayman? Yto ke, Oeit meHs!.. — VI kHs-
runs TpyOenkas 3ariakana.

— Cnymiaii, Hacracest! YTpu cBou cie3bl, Beib MeHsI He pazxkanoouins. He xHbrub! Bammx
0abbKx crie3 51 He mooiio. .. JIoMoii cTymaii, mepe; CBOMM MYKeM-TIO(DSIKOM I11aub, Tepel HUM TpH-
TBOpSICS.

— 3nozei, eie cMeelb rHath MeHs!.. Terneps s cTasia He HyKHa, HaJoena. . .

— W 1o Hamoena! 3naems, Hacts, paccranemcs o-Xopoiemy, Apy3bsiMu.

— Jlerko ckazarb — paccraHemcs. .. $1 Tak MpUBBIKJIA K TeOe, MOMo0uA. . .

— He Bepio 51 B TBOIO JI000BB, He Bepio. [Ipeskie Thl Myska MOMOOMIA, a TAaM MEHSI M TOYHO TaK
e JIPYTroro TMOJIOOUIIIb.

— A lepemereBy Haramry 1o r00uIIIH?

— M3BOITB, CKaKy: CBOIO HEBECTY 51 U JIIOOUTH OOKOC.

— Kak Tak? — ¢ ynusieHueM BockmkHyaa TpyOenkasi.

— PacckaspiBath npo To TeGe He Oyy, Thl He normertb. OJJHO CKaxy: CIMIIKOM urcta Hararma!
Hy, npomaii, Hacts, MHe Hetocyr — K rocyaapio Hago WATH.

— Heyxenu Mbl Tak 1 paccTanemcst ¢ TOOOH, TUPaH Thl MOW, MyUHUTEIh?

— IIpoctutbes k Tede, Hacts, 51 kak-HUOYIb presy, a Terepb Mporai!
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— XOTbh HEMHOTO MPOBOAU MeHs1!

— T'oopio, Hepocyr mHe. Hy, na Tak u ObITh, HAMOCEIOK, TIOMIEM, HEMHOTO TTPOBOXKY. — U
KHs13b VIBaH BCTa1, 4TOOBI IPOBOJUTH CBOIO OTBEPIHYTYIO BO3MIOOICHHYIO.

Oma, 3a/IMBasiCh CjIe€3aMH, OIYCTHJIA CBOIO Byaslb M OECIIPENSATCTBEHHO BBHIIUIA C HUM M3 €ro
MIOKOEB.

KHs13b BrIOJTHE paBHOAYIITHO MTPOCTHIICS C HEI0; €r0 HUCKOJIBKO HE TPOHYJIO FOpe MOJIOAOM KeH-
IIIMHBI, © OH COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHO MPOJOJIKAT CBOWM 00pa3 *KU3HU, TMOTHBIN Becelbsl, KyTexel u
naxe 6e300pa3uil. DTo Becesbe MPOUCXOIIIIO He TOJIBKO BHE IIAPCKOTO JIBOPIIA, HO M B CTEHAX MOCIIe -
HEro, ¥ B Hero KH:A3b MBaH, MOQUMHSSACH YKa3aHUSIM OTLIA, BTATUBAT U IOHOTO MMIieparopa. YtoOs!
Bcelesio ocnadbuth Bommo [leTpa AjiekceeBnYa U OBIAIETh MM, [J0ONrOpyKOBBI CTapasiuch 3aTyMaHUTh
€ro MO3T KM3HEHHBIM yrapoM U, HECMOTPsI Ha €r0 KPaiHIOI MOJIOJOCTb, IO3HAKOMUTD €r0 C TAKUMU
OTpPUIIATEIbHBIMUA CTOPOHAMHU JKM3HU, KOTOPBIMH HEMPUCTOMHO OBLIIO OBl YBJIEKATHCS M BIIOJIHE BO3-
MYKaJIbIM JIIO/ISIM. DTO OYapOBBIBAJIO OTPOKA-UMIIEPATOPA, OH OXOTHO MOAABAJICS TUM «PajIoCTsIM
KU3HU», HE 3aMedasi CTPAITHOTO Bpesia UX 1Jis ceOsl.

Ho Bot HacTynun nens oOpyuenus: KHs3s1 MiBana AnekceeBrua [lonropykosa c rpacguneit Hata-
nbert bopucosnoii IllepemereBoii. Yaca 3a ABa A0 npuesna KeHUXa U rOCTel HapeyeHHasl HeBeCTa
cuzena B CBoei 0oraTo OTJeaHHOW TOpeHKe B KpyTy MoApyT U poacTBeHHuUIl. CoOBceM roToBasi K MpH-
eMy JKeHHXa U TocTel, oHa OblIa YyHO XOpollia B 6eloM 00pydaIbHOM IUIAThe U3 J0OPOroro IesKa,
IIIUTOM cepeOpOM U KPYITHBIM KEMUYToM, C AMBHOM TMaJeMOW U3 KPYIHBIX aJIMa30B HA TOJIOBE U C
TaKMMHU K€ aJIMa3aMH B yIax U Ha rpyau. OiHako HeBecTa Oblla 3a[yMYMBa 1 MeYaibHa; KOT/Ia Ke
ee MOJPYTH 3aled BEHYaJIbHbIE [IECHU, € CTaJIO elle MevajbHee, elle CKyYHee, OHa 3aKpblia JIMIO
PyKaMu ¥ THXO 3arljIaKara.

[Nenaress CtenanoBHa, MOXUIas BAOBa-00sIpbIHS, TeTKa rpadran Hatansu BopucoBHsl, 3ame-
THB 3Ty N€YaJib TUIEMSHHUIIBI, BBIC/IAJIA U3 TOPHUIIBI €€ MOAIPYT U, OcTaBIIuch ¢ Harareit ogHa, cripo-
CUJIa ee:

— Yro ¢ T000¥, CBETUK?

— Ilevasnp, TOcKa Ha cepille, TETYIIKA, a C Yero — ¥ cama He 3Haio. U paga Obl s, TeTylika, He
T1aKaTh, pajga Obl He TOPEeBaTh, a CJIe3bl CaMH OEryT U3 IJias.

— C dero Obl 3107 Yk He OT cria3a Ju ¢ TOOOW monpuTuuiaock? TBOs Mopa, TUIEMSHHUIIA,
HE CJIe3bl JIUTh, HE TOCKOBAaTh, & BECEJIUTHCS J1a paioBaTh. KeHHUX TBOW — Kpaca MucaHasi, 3HaTHBIM,
mooumer| rocyaapsi. .. Jlerko ckazartb!

— OT Bcex OIHO U TO K€ CIIBIILY 51, TETYIIKA, BCe MOEMY CUACThIO 3aBU/IYIOT, HO OT 3TOTO CUACThs
y MeHs1 O0JIBHO-00JTBHO cepiiie cxkumMaercs. BumHo, He iepen 106poM 310!

—IMonHo, Haramenbka, nonHo! Xoyenib, O30BY s IOAPYKEK U METh UX 3aCTABJIIO BETUYaAJIbHbIE
IIECHU, BeceJible?

— Her, ner, He Hago, TeTymika... C UX MeceH MHe ellle CKyuyHee CTAHOBUTCST; IOXOPOHHBIMU Te
MECHU MHE KaXyTCsl.

— O, lNocriopu, momuyii! Criasumm tebs1, Hatanpiomka, criasumm, Most cepaedunas! [epecranb
*e miakath! Toro risau, sKeHUX MpueeT, a y TeOsl U IIa3bIHbKY 3ariakaHsl. .. Hexopormo!..

B 10T MOMeHT BOexkana ['pyma, moOumMasi MprcIy)KHUIA TPadhUHU, U TIOCTIEIITHO IMPOTOBO-
pua:

— Ener... KHA3b-XeHUX eferT. ..

— Hy, cnasa 6ory! Iloiinem, Haraima, HaBcTpeuy KeHHXY.

[Nenaress CtenaHoBHA B3si1a 3a pyKy MoOseaHeBIylo eie 6osee rpagunio Haransio 1 momuia
C Helo HaBcTpeuy KH:A310 VBany Jlonropykosy.

[Tonpyru Haranen BopucoBHBI 1 €€ CeHHblE BCTPETUIIN KEHUXA BETUYAJIbHOMN MECHEN.

— Cmacu60 Bam, KpacHble JeBHUIIbl, criac6o! BoT BaM Ha HapsA/pl 1a HA CIAJKWH JIeJeHerl, —
BeCeJI0 MPOroBOpwII KHs3b VBaH, KJIaHSSCh AEBUIIAM, U 1)l UM TOPCTh YEPBOHIIEB.
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Bcernen 3a kaszem MiBanoM B nanathl [llepeMeTeBbIX MPHOBUT UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK C TIeCapeBHOM
Emuzaseroit [leTpoBHOM U TOTUaC ke HavYascs oOpsi 0OpydyeHusi, a 3aTeM ObUT OTKPBIT OJIECTSIIUI
Oa.

Tocynapb, IBOp ¥ Bce BEIbMOKH IIPUHUMAITH Y4acThe B HeM, Becesbe ObLIo oo1iee, oHa HeBe-
CTa MO-TPEKHEMY OCTaBaJIach M€YaIbHOM.

Kenux 3ametw 310 U cipocun y Haramu:

— Pagocte Mos, ThI mevanbHa. Ckasku, ¢ yero? f tak cyacmimB, 6€3MEpPHO CUACTIIMB,  Thl, MOS
royoKa, rpyCTHIIIb !

— Tebe Tak moKa3anock, KHsI3b, S Becea.

— Her, Het, MeHs Thl He oOMaHemb. Hy, 1a ckopo 51 pa3Becenmo TeOs IBIFAaHCKOW TIeCHeH U
ruisickoid. [Tog MOCKBO# CTOUT TabOp IbIraH, st PUKa3al MPUBECTH MX CI0/Ia; TBOU OpaThsi JaJIA MHE
cBoe cortacue. Bot Kak yener rocynaps, s M IPUKaxXy BBECTH LIbITaH, KOHEYHO, €CJIU Thl JJO3BOJIUIIID.

— Y0 XK€, MmycKail MOBeceT. . .

JleficTBUTENBHO, TIO OThe3/Ie rocyaaps U JBopa B nanatsl lllepemeTeBbIx ObLIM BBEICHBI MSTEPO
LBITaH U LIECTh LIBIFAaHOK. JlOAro BeceluaM OHM IOCTel CBOMMHU IECHSAMM U IUISICKOH, a MOTOM
LBITAaHKY CTaJIM Ta/laTh, TOJIyYasi 3a 3TO C TOCTEN IIEAPYIO MOAAUKY.

— D1, cTapast KOJIIyHbs, TIorafai 1 MHe TIpo Molo cyas0y!.. Ckaxu, 4To KAeT MeHs BIIepe/Iu, —
MO/I3BIBAs K cebe cTapylo LBITaHKY, OfIETYI0 B pyowuille, rpyoo cka3an kHa3b MBaH Jlonropykos, mpo-
TATUBASI PYKY.

Homnro cMoTpesia Ha ero JIaIoHb LIbITaHKa, a IOTOM, HE TOBOPS1 HU CJIOBA, XOTEJIa OTOUTH ITPOYb.

— Croii!.. Kyna xe To17 Cka3biBail, YTO Ha MOel JIAZIOHU yBUIaia! — OCTaHOBUJI ee KH:3b MBaH
Jlonropykos.

— OX, KHs3b-KpacaBell, Jiyullie He cripammBaii. L{piraHKUHBI cI0Ba Belyie, OHU COYIyTCs, He
muHyoTcsl. Cyap0a TBOs 11adeBHa M HecyacTHa. KpoBb, KpoBb 1 BUeNa. .. HecuacTHbii, OecTasnaH-
HBI!.. MOTast Ka3Hb KIET TeOs.

Kak TiX0 HM mporoBopmiia 3TH CJIOBa LbITaHKa, HO OHU JOIUIM 10 ciayxa rpadunu Hatansu
BopuCcoBHBI, CTOSIBILIEH PSIIOM C XKEHUXOM, M OHA yrasa 0e3 4yBCTB.

[Tpousomen 6osmbIoi nepernosnox. Bece 6pocumuck Ha iomortp rpaguHe. Ctapas IpIraHKa BOC-
I0JIb30BaJIaCh 3TUM U CKPBUIACh U3 NaylaT He3aMeueHHON. CKOJIbKO HU UCKaJIU €€, HUTJE He MOIJIU
Haiitu. HekoTopele U3 rocreil 3aMeTwIv, YTO C 3TOM LBITAHKOM MNepes TEM JI0Jr0 FOBOPHII KHS3b
Hukura TpyOerkoi, HaXOOUBIIHIACS Ha OaTy; KUBKOM T'OJIOBBI OH ITOKa3aJl CTapyXe LIbITaHKe Ha CBO-
€ro ColnepHuKa, KHa34 MBana [lonropykosa.

OOMOpOK HeBecThl Ha BCeX IOCTel MPOW3Bell yapydawlnee BrevatTaeHre. OHM MOCHeIIN
pa3bexarbes, U B nanatax lllepemereBa y cBoei HeBeCThl ocTalics TobKO VBaH JlonropykoB co cBo-
UMM JiIoOUMIIaMu 1 nipusitessimu — JleByrkoit XparyHoseiM U CtenanoM BacuibeBruem Jlomyxu-
HbIM. «CBOWCTBEHHUK rocyaapeB mo 6aOke ero JlomyxuHo#, nepsoii cynpyre Ilerpa Bemmkoro»,
Crena JlomyxuH ObUT KaMep-I0OHKEPOM TIPH JBOPE U MOJIb30BAJICS 0COO0IO0 MPUBSI3aHHOCTBIO ITAPCKOTO
(aBopwura.

— Hy uro, kak Harama? — gpoxarnum ronocom cripocui MBan [lonropykoB y 6para HeBeCTHI,
rpada Ilerpa bopucosuua IllepemereBa, TONBKO YTO BEPHYBILIETOCS U3 TOPHUIIBI CECTPHI.

— Bce emme 6e3 namsatu. BripodeM, Jiekapb TOBOPUT, UTO OMACHOTO HMYETO HeT.

—T'ocnonu, u ¢ yero 370 ¢ Helo, ¢ yero? Heyxkenu BpaHbe TPOKJISITON LIBIFAHKY TaK MOAEHUCTBO-
BaJIO Ha Hee?

— CrpariHbie cJIoBa cKa3aja IblraHKa, KHs3b VIBaH AJieKkceeBUY, CTpalllHbIe.

— Heyxenu xe Beputb um?..

— OX, KH$I3b, OOJIBIIIMHCTBO JOJEeN BEPUT B IILITAHCKUE MPECKA3aHMSI.

— Hecnpocra crapas nplraHka ckasaa Te cJIoBa, HECIPOCTa, — TUXO MPOroBOpMII X panyHoB. —
[To-Moemy, ee MOgy4YMIN CKa3aTh UX.

— Kto0, KTO?
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— BepHo ckazath, KHS3b, 1 HE MOT'Y, a TOJIbKO BUJEN, 4TO KHA3b HuknTa TpyOenko ¢ biraHKou
YTO-TO JIOJITO TOBOPUJI U HA TeOs1 KUBHYJI €1 TOJIOBOIO.

— To1 gymaems, TpyOerkoit nogyuwt npiranky? Moxet ObiTh! Y Hukutsl TpyOenkoro ectb
HEHABHCTb KO MHE U 371002, OH HEHAaBUUT MeHsI, U, 0e3 COMHEHHS, 9TO OH MOAYYMII biraHKy. Ho oH
MOIUIATUTCS MHE 32 3T0!.. § Bce y3Halo, — ¢ OOJBIIMM BOJTHEHHEM MPOroBopul [Joiropykos.

— Yo THI 3ayMan Aenath? — cripocuit JIomyxus.

—41... a1 ceituac noeny k TpyOeLkoMy U CITPOIIY Y HETO.

— PasBe on ckaxer Tebe?

— 41 3acraBmo ero ckasarh npapay!.. Cuiiolo 3actaBimo noBuHUTHCs!.. Ctemna u Tol, JIeByIka,
CO MHOI0 nioezieTe!

— Exarb B Takoe Bpems!.. Benp HOub, — Bo3pazui JlomyxuH. — OTI0%M XOTh 10 3aBTpa.

— Her, ner, ceiiuac. Hu onqHOM MUHYTHI HE CTaHy MeAJIUTh!.. Bac, 1py3bst MOU, TPEBOXKUTD $
He Oyj1y, OIMH Toejy.

— Ho mbI Te6s1 HEe otnyctM. .. Kyna Th1, Tyaa u Ml

— Cnacu6o, npy3bs, ciacu6o! f Bepio Bameid Apyx0Oe U MPUBA3aHHOCTH, BEPIO.

Bckope ke [lonropykoB co cBoUMU MpUATENSAMH yexail u3 najiat lllepemeTeBbiX U, HECMOTPS
Ha TO 4TO ObUIa TIyOOKash HOYb, MPUKa3al Be3TH ce0s K nomy kHsa3sa Hukuthl TpyOemnkoro. Beio
J0pOry OH ObLJT MeYasieH ¥ HAaKOHEell IIPOU3HEC:

— A 4TO, Jpy3bsi MOM, €CJIM CJIOBA CTAPOY LIBITAHKKM M Ha caMoM jeine OyayT Beummu? Benb
MHOTHE TOBOPSAT, YTO LIBITAHKMHBI TIPeICKa3aHusl COBIBAIOTCS. A BIPYT U IEUCTBUTEIBHO MEHS JKIET
JHOTasi Ka3Hb?

— Yro 151, yTO THI! C Yero takue Mbicau! — B OAMH IojI0C UCIYTaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIM €ro TOBa-
PUILLH.

— Kro 3Haer. .. Bynyiiee ot Hac 3aKpbhITO HETPOHULIAEMOIO 3aBECOM.

— Ecm Tak, TO Kak e IbIraHKa MOXeT 3HaTh TBOIO CyAbOy? — YCIIOKaMBasi MPUSTENsl, TPOro-
BOpWJI XPaIyHOB.

— Ha, moxanyi, u tak! Hy na uro!.. Yemy ObITh, TOr0 HE MIHOBATh, OT CBOEH CYIbOBI HE YHIeITh,
HE yejielib. A Terepb, Apy3bs, JaBaiiTe OpaTh OT KU3HU TO, YTO OHA JAAaeT HaM. D, IMIIUK, TOBOPAT,
THI TOpPa3Jl IECHU MeTh. 3arol Becelylo, a Mbl TeOe TOATSHEM.

W BOT cpey 6e3MONBHOM TUIIMHBI HOUM TPOMKO pa3Jiasiach Becesasi IIeCHsI; 3BOHKO MIOHECIIACh
OHa 1o yuiaM MOCKBBI M 3aMUpaJia Iie-To JAajlieKo, B OeCIIpeae bHOM MTPOCTPAHCTBE.

Ho Bor mokazancsa nom kHs3a Hukuthl FOpwseBuua TpyOerikoro. [MonHeimnee Oe3MonBue
[IApWJIO B HEM; OTHU OBUTH JJABHO TOTallleHbl M BOpoTa Ha 3anope. Kusa3p Hukura u ero jxeHa JaBHO
BepHYJIUCh ¢ Oana ot [llepemeTeBbIX U TeTieph yke KPErKO CMau.

I'pomKwmii CTYK B BOpOTa HE B YPOUHBIH Yac pa3OyausI He TONbKO KHSDKECKHMX XOJIOIOB, HO JIaXe
CaMOTO KHSI35 U €TI0 KEHY.

— Ilogu y3Hai, KTO CTY4MT, KTO CMEET HapyllaTh MOM IOKOM ? — CEpAUTO MpUKa3al KHS3b CBO-
€My JIBOPELIKOMY.

Crapuk JBOpELKMI HEMHOTO CITYCTS IPUHEC TAKOE U3BECTHE:

— Kus3p MBan AnekceeBud y BOPOT TBOUX, rocynapb! Cliblilib, B TOCTH K TBOEH KHSIKEH MUJIO-
CTH TPHUOBLI.

— B Takyio-to nopy? He ornupars emy BopoT!

— I'po3uTes, rocynapb, BbLUIOMATb.

— Becunnnuk, pa3dornuk! Uto ¢ HUM U enaTh? — yNaBIIUM rOJIOCOM MPOTOBOPHIT KHSI3b.

— Ilpunsarts ero Hamo, ckopee NMpuUHATH!.. Benp KHsA3b VBaH BBINOMHUT CBOIO Yrposy, —
HECKOJIBKO CMYIIIEHHO MIOCOBETOBAJIA MYKY KHATHHS, HACKOPO OZIEBasICh.

— [MpunsaTe!.. 3Hato, TH pajia ero npuesny, deccrbikas 6ada! — kpukHya TpyOerkoit, HO Boew-
HEBOJIEN eMy MPUIIUIOCh OTAATh IPUKA3 OTHEPETh BOPOTA U, HECMOTPS HA HOUHYIO TIOPY, BIIyCTUTb
HEXJAHHOI'O TOCT Ha JIBOP.
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Kussp MBan B conpoBoxaeHnn JlonyxuHa v XparyHoBa Bollea B ropHuny. HesmackoBbim
B3IVISIZIOM BCTpeTMI1 ero KHs3b Hukura TpyOerkoi 1 pe3Ko mporoBopuiL:

— Hapo 61 TeOe mopy 3HatTh, rOCTh He3BaHbIN. He B IOpy rocTh — Xyke TatapHHa.

— He roctuTs k Tebe s mpuexai, a 3a 1eJIoM, — XMypo OTBeTU [{oJIropyKoB.

— A nH#A-TO pa3Be Tede Mano? Kto 310 o Houam 3a j1eiom e31uT?

— CrnientHoe, HEOTJIOKHOE JIeI0 y MeHsI, KHs13b ! [0 37100€ Thl oy urI IbIraHKy Ha Oajty cKasaTb,
YTO MEHs Ka3Hb OKHJIAeT.

— C yero Tbl B3ayMaJ, KHs3b VIBaH AJiekceeBrY, 3a4eM s1 Oyay Mojydarh? — MEHsISICh B JIUIIE,
BOCKJIMKHY TpyOerkoi.

— Tobl cmyTwics, 3HaunT, s paB! Ho s1 1 BHUMaHus He oOpaTui Obl HA BCE 3TO, €y Obl OT
LBITAaHKMHBIX CJIOB HE MOcTpajaia Mosi HeBecTa, rpacduns Haramps... C ucnyra oHa u noceivac
JeXKUT Oe3 MaMSITH.

— Tax yTo ke, KH3b, OT MEHS Thl XOUellb?

— A Tbl Briepe/1 OKa¥cs.

— Pa3Be TbI — omn, 4T0 MEHs KasAThCs 3aCTaBIsAEIb ?

— Ox, kHA3b Hukura, He BUISAM, a IPSAMO TOBOPU: Thl IOAYYMJI LILITAHKY ?

— Huuero s He roBopuii, HUYETro He 3HAIO.

— Tak ym, kHs3b HukuTa? — HacMenumBo nocMmarpusas Ha TpyOerikoro, mporoBopui onro-
PYKOB.

— Uro? Vnu GOXHUTHCS MEHs 3aCTaBHIIIb, a MOXKET, IBITKOW 3aJyMasl OT MEHsI TPU3HAHUS
nooutbesi? — KpukHy TpyOerKoi.

— He kpuun, 3tM ceOs1 He onpasiaeiib, 1a U He UcIyraioch 51 Teds1! By, BUHOBAT Th, U
¢ ToOOI0 MHE He 0 4eM Oobliie roBoputh. [loan-Ka Thl OTCI0Ia BOH [1a TIONLIA KO MHE CBOIO XKEHY:
C HEIO 5 MOrOBOPIO.

— Mos keHa cnur.

— Tak pa30ynu. S Tak xouy!

— He 3a6wbiBaii, kHs13b VIBaH, B MOeM JIoMe HeT TBoeH BiacTi. Hu X0TeTh, HU MPUKa3bIBATh ThI
TYT HE MOXeIllb! — KpUKHYN TpyOerkoi.

— He xouernib pa3OyauTh CBOIO keHY, TaK 51 pa30yxky ee. — M [loaropykoB HarpaBUJICs B CIATBHIO
KHITUHU TpyOenkoi.

— Tet kyna? He nypu, kHsa3b MBaH, onomHuce. .. He To X010moB no3oBy.

— Thl emie cmeenb MHe xojonamu rpo3utb! Eciu Tel MHE He cTpallieH, TO XOJIOIbl TBOM U
TIO/IaBHO.

KHs13p VIBaH HUCKOJIBKO HE TIOCTECHSUICS Obl BOMTH B CHAJIBHIO K jkeHe TpyOenkoro, ecau Obl
OHa caMa He TOsIBUJIaCh OKOJIO JIBEPU.

— Yro Tebe, kHs13b VIBaH, Hago? UTo THI IIyMHUIITH? — MOMYCEPOUTHIM TOJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIA OHA
y Ha30MJIUBOIO TrOCTSI.

— A, kasTUHSA, He cnuiib? [ToroBopuTh MHe ¢ ToOOH, Hacts, Hafo.

— IMlanbHO¥M THI, KHA3b MIBaH, Kak ecTh maibHOU! YTO ke ThI HOUbIO, a HE JHEM?

— HIuem-to, Hacts1, Hemocyr — Bce B pazbesnax. Kusasp HukuTta, Bbliiaun Ha Majioe BpeMsi, MHE
C TBOE KEHOH IOTOBOPUTDH KOM PO YTO HAJIO. ..

— A 3auem MHe BoIxoauTh? ['oBOpH ITpU MHE. ..

— INoBbiak, roBOpIO!

— Jlyu1ie Thl OBBIIb, A 51 HE TTOWUJY.

— He Boiiiienis? Tak s BBIOpOIIy B OKHO! — HEBO3MYTHUMO MPOrOBOPHI JI0JITOPYKOB.

— Yro takoe? MeHs B okHO? Jla ThI, BEpHO, KHSI3b, HE Mpouax erie ¢ BuHa? [loezxaii jomoit u
criath CKopei Jioxkuck. [1o 1oOpoit Bose He MoW/Ielb, MPUKAXKy XOJI0NaM CHJIOI BhIBECTH TeOs. D,
momu! Croza, Ko MHe! — 3apIXasich OT OellleHCTBa, KpUKHYI KHA3b Hukura FOppeBuy.
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— A, o1 BoT Kak!.. Tel y MeHs, niec, ceituac 3a OKHOM ouyTuibcs! — M JlonropykoB, cXxBaTuB
B oxarnky TieaymHoro Hukury KOpbeBuya, noTammi ero K OkHy.

TpyOerikomy ObITh OB HEIIPEMEHHO 32 OKHOM, €CJi Obl TOMY He BOCITPeITCTBOBaU JIomyxuH
u XparnyHoB. VIm ynanock yroBoputh He B Mepy pa3OyIeBaBIIErocsi TOBApHUINA U YBE3TH €r0 JOMOIA.

C toro aus TpyGenkoti erie 6osnee o3mo0mcs Ha JloropykoBa, HO BoJiel-HeBOJIeH IO BpeMeH!
JOJDKeH ObLT TAaUTh CBOIO 37100y Ha ceplle, TOTOMY 4To O0poThes ¢ JoMTOPYKOBBIM eMy OBUIO HE TIOJT
CHJTY, TaK KaK TOT ObUT BCECHJIBHBIM (haBOPUTOM IPU UMITEPATOPE-OTPOKE.

Kus3p Anekceil ['puropbeBud ynotpeOssii Bce YCHIUsl, YTOOB Kak-HHUOYAb OTCTPaHUTh OT
1apsi CBOETO «HETMOKOPHOTro» ChiHa VIBaHAa M BMECTO HEro MpHOMM3HUTH K HAPI0 CBOETO MIIAIIETO
ceiHa Hukonas. BHavasie 310 eMy HECKOJIBKO yAaJIoch. VIMIiepaTop-0TpOK CTajl OXJ1aJeBaTbh K CBOEMY
MOOUMILY, HO 3TO TPOU30IILI0 Oosblie orToro, uto [letp II peroBan MBana JlonropykoBa K mapeBHe
Emuzagerte [NerpoBHe. OqHako, Koraa KHs3b MiBaH 00bsaBIII cebst skeHnxoM rpadunu Haransu [lepe-
METEBOM, rOCyAapb OMSATh BEPHYJ CBOE PACHOJIOKEHHE K CBOEMY (DABOPUTY M MO-TIPEKHEMY CTall
LieJIble THU ITPOBOJUTH C HUM Ha OXOTE.

JlonropyKOBHI TaK MOBEJH JEJI0, YTO OTCTPAHUIIM OT Tocyapsi Aaxe ero OJMM3KKX, TaK YTO BEJU-
Kas KHsDKHa Hatanbst AekceeBHa 1O 1IesIbIM HeJlelIsiM He BHJIaJla CBOETo IOHOTO JIepKaBHOro Opara.
K kpacasuue napesre Envzasete [leTpoBHe uMIiepaTop TOke 3aMETHO OXJIAAEN U HE MOSBIISICH Y
Hee. OT 3aHATUSI HAYKAMH OH COBCeM OTcTal, 1 OcTepMaHy MPUIIIOCh MAXHYTh PYKOIO Ha ero oopa-
3oBaHue. Oxota u JJonropykoBsl — BOT Bce, UTO Teneps 3anuMado Ilerpa II.

Bckope mocne oOpyuenusi MBana JloaropykoBa UMIIEpaTop IMOCTe OXOTHI, IS «OTHBIXa»,
3aexai B ycagpOy ['openku. Tam emy ycTponiu nblHy0 BcTpedy. Bo Bpems crona rocynapio npu-
CITy’)KrBaJja crapias 1o4yb Asiekces [Jonropykosa kHsikHa ExateprHa u, UCTIONHSS B TOYHOCTH CTPO-
T'Ui MIPUKa3 CBOETO OTLIA, yIOTpeOIisiia BCe YCHIIHS, YTOOBI IPUBJIEYb U MPEIbCTUTH TOCYIApsi CBOCIO
kpacotoil. Kuskne noutu ynanock 31o0. [leTp cran nHTepecoBaThCs €10 M BCE Yallle M Yallle CcTall
ObiBaTh B ['OpeHKax u MpOBOIUTH TaM He TOJBKO JHU, HO U 1iesble Heaenu. Kussp Anekceit ['puro-
PbeBUY M300peTall BCEBO3MOXKHBIE PAa3BJICUCHUSI U YBECEJIEHHUs], YTOOBI TOJIBKO HE CKy4Yas ero Jep-
JKaBHBIN TOCTh U «Oyayluid 35Th». V3sIIIHAas KOKETKa-KHSKHA CymMena yBiiedb oHoro I[letpa, HO
TOJIBKO yBJIe4b. MIMIiepaTop-oTpoK He MOT MOMOOUTh KHSKHY JlOJITOpyKOBY, TOYHO TaK ke, Kak OH He
moOw KHskHY MennkoBy. KusixkHa Exkatepina 1axke He ocoOeHHO HpaBUiIach rocyaapio. Ho koraa
JonropykoBbl HOCOBETOBAJIM EMY WJIM, CKOPEE, YIIPOCUIIU €T0 KEHUThCS Ha KHskHe Exarepune, oH,
Pa304apoBaBIIMCh B BO3MOKHOCTH Opaka ¢ 1ecapeBHON Ejn3aBeToi, HUCKOJIBKO HE 3a1yMbIBasICh,
U3BSBUIT Ha TO cornacue. M BoT noup Asiekcest [lonropykoBa kKHsikHa ExarepuHa Oblia 0ObsIBIICHA
HEBECTOIO rocyAapsi, ¥ ObUT HA3HAYEH JIeHb OOpYYeHHSI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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