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AHHOTaAIUSA

HOmvutpuii CapatueBud [mutpue (1848-1915) — mnwmcarens,
apamarypr. Poguiicss B MockBe B Kynedeckoil ceMbe. BocnuTeiBast
CblHA B CTPOrO pEJMIMO3HOM [JyXe, OTell He TMO3BOJMI eMy
NOCTYIIUTh B TUMHa3u. ['pamore ero oOyuwmna moHamreHka. C
1870-x romoB JImuTpueB cinyxui B OuOamoreke MOCKOBCKOTO
YHUBEPCUTETA, TOTAA K€ OH Hauasl MyOJIMKOBATh PACCKa3bl, CLIEHKH,
OYepKH, TMpeuMylecTBeHHO ObiToBble. B 1880-e oH coumHsieT
MbECHl IJI1 «HAPOAHBIX CIIeH», OTMEYEHHbIE CHIIbHBIM BIIMSTHHEM
A. H. Ocrposckoro. C xoHuma 1890-x JIMuTpueB mNHIIET B
OCHOBHOM HCTOPUYECKHE POMaHbl M TOBECTH (MX OIyOJMKOBAHO
bonee mectupecsat). B 1908 1. mocie cMepTy eIMHCTBEHHOTO ChIHA
NPHUHSUT CBSIIIEHHUYECKUW caH. B 3ToM Tome myOmmMKyloTcs JBa
npousBesieHnst [IMUTpUEBa, COCTABUBIIME HMCTOPUYECKYIO AMJIOTHIO



«Mmneparop-otpok». Poman «OcupoTeBliiee 1apcTBO» MOBECTBYET
o xm3Hu u cmepru Ilerpa II, ero BocliecTBUM Ha IPECTON
U HEJONroM LAapcTBOoBaHMM. B pomane «PaspylueHHass HeBecTa»
paccKa3bpIBaeTCs O CUTYallWH, CIOKUBIIENCs B Poccrn nocie KOHYUHBI
MOCJIeIHETO UMIIEpaTOpa MPsAMOU JIMHUY loMa POMaHOBBIX 1 0 cyibbe
3JI0CYACTHOM KHsKHBI EkaTepuHbl AJjiekceeBHbI JJonropykoi, ObIBITIeH
00pYYEHHOI HEBECTHI UMITEPATOPa-OTPOKA.
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HMvutpun CaBBaTueBuY
JIMuTpHueB
HNmnepaTop-oTpok:
Ucropunueckass Jujiorus

OcuporeBiee apCcTBO
IlepBBIM pOMaH JUJIOTAA
u3 3no0xu Ilerpa 11

Yacrs nepsas

Crosun anpens 1727 roga. BecHa B ToM rogy Hadanach paHo,
B BO3/1yX€ BESLJIO TEIUIOM, SIPKOE COJIHIIE HE CXOAMJIO C Toiyooro
HeOECHOTO CBOJIA.

Ha ynuniax mpaunoro, ceiporo [lerepOypra Obu10 Beceno, pa-
noctHo. K mompe3my 3uMHEro IBopiia B pa330JI04EHHON Kape-
Te, 3aMPSIKEHHON YETBEPKOU JOPOTHX JIOIIAAEH, MOIbEXaJl CBET-



neunmui KHs3b Anekcanap JanwnoBuy MeHIkoB, genbamap-
IIAJT PYCCKHUX BOMCK, «IOMyIePKaBHBIN BJIACTEINH», «OATIOBEHb
CYIbOBI CUACTIIMBOM», Y TOPJION, BEJTMYABON TTOXOAKON TPOIIIEIT
10 anapTaMeHTaMm JBopua. Haxonueiimecs: TyT MUHUCTPHI, Ce-
HaTOPbI U T€HEePpaJIbl HU3KMMHU MMOKJIOHAMU [TPUBETCTBOBAJIU BCE-
CWJIBHOT'O BEJIbMOXKY, HO OH €/1Ba yAOCTauBaJ UX JIETKUM HAKJIO-
HEHHEM CBOEU TI'OJIOBBI.

Psnom ¢ mokoewm, rae Haxoaujaach OOlbHAsi MMIeEpaTpuiid
Ekarepuna I AnekceeBHa, MeHIIIMKOBa BCTPETUII BULIE-KaHIJIEP
OctepMaH. DTOT XUTPBIA BEIBMOXKA CyMEN NOMIAAUTHCS K MeH-
IIMKOBY Y BBIKa3bIBaJI €My CBOIO IPU3HATEJIBHYIO ITPEJAaHHOCTb.
Tenepb, HU3KO NMOKJIOHMBILUCH AJieKcaHapy IlaHWI0BUYY, OH
BKPaJYMBbIM r0OJIOCOM ITPOrOBOPUIL:

— Kak BoXk/ieJIeHHOE 3/IpaBUe Ballleld CBETJIOCTH !

— Kak Bunuiib, 6apoH, s 3710poB 1 6011p, — OTBETUII eMy MeH-
IIMKOB.

— HeckazanHo paayock TOMy, Balla CBETJIOCTb. A cyrpyra
Bara, foctoyBakaemas [Japbs MuxaiyioBHa, Kak U3BOJUT ceOs
YyBCTBOBATH ?

— UYro eii nenaercsi, 6apoH?.. A Thl JIydllle CKaXH, Kak ToCy-
JapbiHs?

— Ee BenmuecTBo M3BOMMJIA MPOBECTU HOYb B TPEBOKHOM
CHE, — TUXO U OIVIABIBASCH 110 CTOPOHAM, oTBeTWI1 OcTepmaH. —
Onsth nosiBuiICS Oper.

— A ¢ 1efib-MeJMKOM OTHOCUTEIIBHO OO0JIE3HH TOCYIapbIHU Thl
Hruero He ropopii? He cnpammBai, uto 3a 60ne3Hb?



— CnpammBai, Bailla CBETJIOCTb, — pou3Hec OcTepMaH U 3a-
TeM OCMOTpeJICSl KpyroM, OoTBesl MeHIIMKOBa B CTOPOHY U UyTh
He 11ernoToM rpogokain: — [lo cioBam jeid-mMeanka, uMIiepa-
TpHULIA CTPAJIAET 3I0KAYECTBEHHON TOPSYKOM.

— l'opsiukoid, na ene 3mokadecTBeHHON ? Benp ot 3101 O07183-
HU YMHUPAIOT, — MEHSISICh B JIMLIE, POU3HeC MEHIIMKOB.

— Tume, Bamma cBeTIOCTb, paau 6ora, Tuie!

— Jla Belb TYT HUKOT'O HET.

— AX, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, 3[IECh BE3/IE €CTh YIIIU U IJ1a3a.

— 51 He pobOK, rpad, MEHs He UCITYTAIOT YyXUe YIIU U TJ1a3a.

— Bbl — BepXOBHBII BeJIbMOXka, OOSATHCS BaM HEUETO, a s — Je-
JIOBEK MAJICHbKUIA.

— D70 THI-TO — YesoBek MajieHbkuii?.. [TomHo, Anapeii MBa-
HOBWY, He Tiynu... He moit MHe na3aps. Benp s1 Tebs maBHO
3HAMW. .. 51, Opat, TeOs HaCKBO3b BIKY. [la ThI CaM-TO HbIHE BUJIEIT
JI TOCYZIapbIHIO? — MEH$AS1 Pa3roBOpP, CIPOCHI MEeHIIMKOB.

— Kak xe, Bama cBemiocTb, UMEN TO CYACTbE, — OTBETUJ
Octepman. — Ee BennuecTBo M3BONIMIIA CKa3aTh MHE, YTO YyB-
CTBYeT cebs JTyylle.

— CeronHsi, 4acoB B BOCeMb Beuepa, Oy/ib Yy MeHsl, — cKazall
MEHIIIMKOB, HaNTPaBJISASACh B IMIOKOW OOJIHOW MMIIEpATPUIIHL.

A TaM Ha POCKOIIIHOM JIOkE J0KMBajia CBOU JHU KOPOHOBAH-
Hasl UMIepaTpuila BEJIUKON PYCCKOM 3eMJIM, HEKOrJa MpocTas
MapueHOyprckas mojoHsiHKa ¢penbamMapiiana rpaga llepemere-
Ba Mapra PaGe, npuemsii nactopa ['moka. ['ocynapeias nexa-
Jla C 3aKPBITHIMU IJIa3aMU; JIMIIO y Hee TOpesio; CHIIBHBIN Kap,



HECMOTPSI Ha BCE YCHJIUSI JIOKTOPOB, HE OCTABJISLT OOJIBHOM.

PsimomM ¢ KpoBaThio TOCYIAaphIHU MEYATIbHO CHJENA ee JIoOu-
Masi Kamep-(ppeilsinHa; rja3a MOJIOIOM IEBYIITKM ObLTN 3arllaka-
Hbl. [1pu BXoze BcecuibHOro MEeHIMKOBa OHa XOTea BCTaTh, HO
TOT MAHOBEHHEM PYKU pa3pellul el CUJETh U TUXO CIIPOCHUII:

— BuaHo, rocynapbiHs oYnBaeT?

— Kaxkercs, Ballia CBETJIOCTb.

— Her... HeT... g He cumo, He cuno. .. Kakoit con?.. Y meHs
¥ HOUBIO HeT cHa. KTo 310 morren? — ¢iiabbiM roJIocoM CITpocHia
O0JTbHASI UMIIEPATPHIIA.

—41... a1, Baie BeJIM4ecTBO!

— A... oueHb paja... cAab Ko MHe nodnmke, Anekcanap a-
HWIOBUY. A THI TIO/IU, TOTPeOyelIbcst — IO30BY, — IPUKa3asa ro-
CyZlapblHs CBOEW Kamep-(ppelyinHe U, KOrJa Ta BBIIUIA, yKa3aia
MenmmkoBy Ha ee cryi: — Caguch BOT 3aech, Anekcanap lanu-
JoBrY. YTO, HABECTUTHh MEH$ MPUILIEN?

— 41 Bam, rocynapblHsi, 310POBbs1 TPUHEC.

— Her, He 310pOBbsI MHE XJaTh, a CMEPTH. S CKOPO yMpy.

— Baina *13Hb Hy’)KHa OT€YECTBY, rOCyJapblHs, )KUBUTE JJISI
CUACTb JIIOAEW PYCCKUX, BAIIUX BEPHOMNOAJAHHBIX.

— IlonHO, KHA3b. .. OAHO!.. ogHM ciioBa... KoMy Hy)Ha Mos
*u3Hb? HaBepHO, Bee xkete, Koraa s1 yoepych.

— Yto BBI rOBOpUTE, Balle BeandyectBo! Mebl Bee... Bes Pych
Mosnum bora o Baiem 31paBuu.

— Xoporto, kHA3b... Crnacubo, ronyounk! B TBoo mpenan-
HOCTb 5 Bepio. Ho He B ToM fien1o. .. 3Haelb Jin, KH:A3b, KaKou s



BUjaa coH?.. I COH TOT npaBauBbIN, BEIIUH. .. XOYelllb — pac-
CKaxy?

— Pan cnymatse, rocynapeiHs.

— Pacckaxy, pacckaxy... TOJIBKO Jlail MHE HEMHOI'O OT/IOX-
HYTbh... YCTaja si... TOBOpWJIA U ycTaa.

B nokoe nmMmneparpuiibl BOABOPUIIACH TUILIMHA. BonbHast rocy-
JIApBIHS JIeKalla C 3aKPHITBIMU TJ1a3aMU; TSKEJTbIE B3JI0XU BBIPHI-
BaJIMCh U3 €€ BHICOKO MOIBIMABIIENCS TPY/IH.

MeHIIMKOB, He cMest HapyIIUTh Oe3MOJIBUE, CUJIEN MOJTJIA, 3a-
JyMYHBO OIYCTHB CBOIO BJIACTOIOOMBYIO TOJIOBY. MBICII OTHA
3a Jpyroi TYMaHWIU €ro TOJIOBY.

«Korna He craHeT rocyaapbHU, UMIIEPATOPOM OyAET MPOBO3-
rnauied [erp Bropoi, a st nepBbIM cTaHy y ero TpoHa. Mmmepa-
TOp — OTPOK, OH HE CIIOCOOEH YIPaBJISTh TAKUM OOJIBIIAM I1ap-
CTBOM, U 1 CTaHy mpaButesieM... Ho Hy)kHO OyIeT Kak MOXHO
6oJiee YKpenuTh CBOE TMOJIOKEHUE, U JIJIs1 STOTO eCTh OUH MyTb
— MOPOAHUTH TOCcyAapsi ¢ MouM poaoM. Komy ke u ObITh, Kak He
MHE, cCaMOMy OJIM3KOMY K TPOHY BEJIbMOXE, TeCTeM rocynapsi?
Bo 4to ObI TO HU CTaJIo CBOIO I0Yb 51 BbIgaM 3a [lerpa u cero-
JIHS1 7K€ UCTIPOIIY y TOCYAAPBIHU COIJIachsl Ha 3T0. I yBEpEeH, uTo
coriacue ToclielyeT U J104b MOsi OyJeT Iapyiielo, Ha3jl0 MOUM
3aBucTHUKaM. O, cyacTimBas Mosl CybOa, Kak Thl BBICOKO TOJI-
Hsis1a MeHs!.. VI3 TPOCThIX MUPOKHUKOB sI CTal BCECHJIHBIM MU-
HUCTPOM... U CKOpPO, CKOPO CTaHy IpaBUTEIEM BCEro rocynaap-
CTBa... — MEHIIIMKOB OT BOCTOpra roToB ObUI YJIBIOHYTBCS, HO,
B3IJISIHYB Ha OOJIbHYIO UMIIepaTpuIly, MOAyMal: — A 4TO, eciu



rocy/IapbiHsl TIONPaBUTCs, BhI3AOpoBeeT? O HeT, ropsuka — 00-
JIE3HD TsIKeJasl, HE IEPEHECTH ei».

YecromoOuBbie MEUTHI BJACTOMIOOIA ObUTM TPEpBaHbI TOCY-
JapbIHEN.

— KHsa3b, 11 31€CH? — THXO cripocwia oHa. — Jla? Kaxercs, g
XOTeJa pacckaszarh Tebe CBOW COH, Tak?

— Tak TouHO, TOCygapBIHSL.

— Cnyma#i, kasa3b! CHIIOCHh MHE, 4TO OyATO s CHIKY 3a CTO-
JIOM, OKpYK€HHasl TIPUJIBOPHBIMHU, U ThI ObUT TYT, Aniekcanp [la-
HWJIOBUY. 32 CTOJIOM MBI Becesio pasroBapuBaiu. Kak Bapyr no-
SIBJISIETCS] TEHb MOETO MOKOWHOTO MyXka, umneparopa [letpa...
Kak ceiiuac Buxy, Ha Ilerpe ogexna npeBHux pumiissH. OH HU-
9ero He TOBOPUT, a TOJIbKO MaHUT MeHsI pykow. S Oyaro Bcraio
W3-3a CTOJIA U C OOJIBIION PaIOCTHIO UAY 3a HUM. BBIIIHM MBI U3
JBOpIa U 00a MOAHSINCH HA BO3/ayX. JleTuM Bce BbIlle, BHIIIIE,
KaK Ha KpbUIbsiX, K o0nakam. .. U crpaiiiHo MHe, u xopoto. Bpo-
cuJia 51 CBOM B30p HA 3eMJII0 M JI0Ueper CBOMX MUJIbIX, AHIOTY
u Jluzy, yBugana. O6e oHu OyATO OKPYKEHBI OOJBINON TOJIION
HapoJa Pa3HbIX HAIWI. DTH JIIOAU CIIOPWIIY, Kpryain. MHe cTa-
JIO XaJlb CBOUX JIOYEPEW, s XOTeJla CIIyCTUThCS K HUM, a cama
MOJIHMMAJIACh BCe Bbille, Bhille. Hy, uTo ckaxelllb, KH3b, PO
MOU COH?

— Mauio i1 4TO CHUTCH, rocyJapbiHs!

— Her, KHs13b, 3TOT COH Bemuii! 3a MHOIO CKOPO TIPUJIET MO
MYk, BEJIMKUI UMIIEPATOP; 51 yMPY, CKOPO YMpY, — C BOTHEHUEM
IPOroBOpuIIa OOJTbHAS UMIIEPATPHIIA.



— YcrokonTech, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO: BaM BpPeIHO ceOsl TpeBo-
JKUTh.

— Tenepb MHe Bce paBHO. Thl KO MHe, Asiekcanp [lanunosuy,
IO JIeJly — TaK TOBOPH.

— Barie BeuecTBoO, BBl ke U3BOJIMIIN T03a00TUTHCS O Ha-
CIIEAHUKE TIpecTosia’?

— Ha, na! 5 oObsIBIISIIO HACTIEHUKOM BHYKA MOETO IMTOKOMHOTO
Myxa, Ilerpa AnekceeBuya. Ero orily, 3aKOHHOMY HACJIE€IHUKY
IIPECTOJIA PYCCKOI'0, 3JI0CYACTHOMY LIapeBU4Yy AJIEKCEI0 HE CYINIT
bor napcreoBars, Tak mycrs XoThb IleTp LmapcrByer.

— Ho, rocynapseiHs, napeBu4 MOJIOA U HE CMOXKET YIIPABJISITH
TaKUM OOJIBIIIMM I1APCTBOM, — TUXO, BKPAJTYMBO M BMECTE C TEM
MOYTUTENBHO CKa3ajl MEeHIINKOB.

— A TBI-TO, KH$I3b, Ha UTO k€7 Thl U APyrue BEJIbMOKM CTAHETE
rioMorathb emy. Tl OyJellb IIaBHBIM MIPABUTEJIEM.

TimecnaBHOMY MeEHIIIMKOBY TOJBKO M HYKHO OBIJIO 9TOT0; OH
€Ba MOT CKPbITh CBOIO PAJIOCTh U IIPUTBOPHO-TI€YAJIbHBIM I'OJI0-
COM MPOMOJIBUJI:

— Tspxenoe, HeMOCUIIbHOE OpeMs U3BOJIUTE BO3JIOKUTH HA Me-
Hsl, Ballle BEeJIMYECTBO!

— Teb6e bor momoxeT, KHsA3b Aslekcanp JaHuaoBuy!

— Ha Hero, Equnoro, TospkO ¥ BO3jaraid BCE CBOE YIIO-
BaHUE, BCEMWJIOCTUBEMIAs rocyJapbiHsa! — YcepaHo nepekpe-
CTUBIIVCh, MEHIIIMKOB BCTaJl, MOJOIIEN K JBEPH, MPUOTBOPUII
€€ HEMHOI'O U, YBEPUBILUCH, YTO B COCETHEM 3aJIe HUKOIO HET,
OMSATh IJIOTHO MPUTBOPUII JBEPb, MOCIE YErO OMYCTUJICS Ha KO-



JIeHU Tiepei OOJIbHOW MMIIepaTpUIICH U C BOJIHEHHEM ITPOTrOBO-
pun: — JloBepimmte, rocyaapbiHs, CBOe OarojiessHue U Japyire
cousBoJieHre Ha Opak 1apeuya I[lerpa ¢ Moeio goueppio Mapu-
en. ..

— Bort yero tu1 Xouens, kKHA3L? Ho Beap 3TUM THI HAXKUBEIIb
ceOe HEMaJIO BParoB 1 3aBUCTHUKOB, — 33[yMUYMBO OTBETUJIA TO-
cynapbiHs. — CMoTpH, KHA3b! 35100a 1a 3aBUCTh MHOTOE MOTYT
cnenatb. Thl Bce CTPEMUIIIBCS K BEJTUYMIO. .. TeOe BCero Majo. ..
Cmortpu, KHs3b, He pyxHH!.. [To 1py)x0e 1 pacrnonoKeHuIo ToBo-
pio Tede 310!..

— bBor gact, MuHyeT MeHsl Takas Tsokenas ydacts! Benp ecnu
Bbl, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, CBOMM LIAPCKMM CJIOBOM OCBSITUTE 3TOT
Opak, To mepeq HUM JOJKHBI OyIyT 3aMOJIKHYTh BCE Tojioca 3a-
BUCTU M HeJIoOpoKesaTesbcTBa. Beb 1apckoe CIOBO — 3aKOH.
Jla 1 ero BbICOYECTBO HACJIETHUK-IIECAPEBUY HAUJET BO MHE U
NIpeJaHHEeNIIIero CIyry, ¥ MOUCTUHE POAHOro oTiia. Beapb oH Oy-
J€T MOUM 35ITEM, HA3BAHbIM CHIHOM.

— Hasan bor, gasan bor!.. Eciu Tak, To g coryacHa Ha 3TOT
Opak 1iecapeBuya. Xpanu ero, Anekcanap JlaHunoBud, v Oyab
€My BEpPHBIM IIOMOUTHUKOM B JieJjlaX IIpaBJieHUs !

MEeHILMKOB, OMYCTUBILKCH HA KOJIEHU, TOPSTYO MOLIETIOBAT PY-
Ky MOHapXvHH, a OHa, YTOMJIEHHas 9TOM Oece/lon, OTKUHYJIACh
Ha MOAYIIKY U CMEXWJIA I71a3a B MOJYIPEMOTE.

CyacTiuBbIM U JI0BOJIbHBIM BEpHYJICSA KHS3b MEHIIMKOB B
CBOM JIOM-JIBOpEI], HAXOAUBIIUKCS Ha BacuibeBCKOM ocTpoBe.

— Hy, kHsruHiomnka, paayics u BeCeJIMCh, — BECEJI0 CKa3asl OH



CBOe keHe, ToOpoi u npapauBon Japre MuxaiioBHe.

Myx 1 KeHa NpPEeACTaBIsUIM NMPAMYI0 MPOTUBOIOJIOKHOCT:
MeHIIMKOB ObLT CMIeCHB, 3aHOCUMB, KPYTOTO HpaBa YesIoBEK, BCIO
CBOIO )KU3Hb CTPEMMBILMICS K TILECJIABUIO U MOYECTSIM, & €r0
JKeHa OTJIMYAIACh OE3MEPHOI0 IOOPOTOIO U CEPIIEUHOCTHIO U TTOJI-
HBIM OTCYTCTBHEM TOPAOCTH M TiecnaBusi. OHa OblTa 3ammr-
HMIIEH U 3aCTYNHUIIEH TeX, Ha KOTOPbIX OOpYIIMBAJICs THEB €e
BJIACTHOTO MY’Xa, 1 MHOTMX BBI3BOJIsLIIA U3 O€[Ibl.

— CKaxu, KHs3b, YEMY PaJIOBaThCsI? — C YABIOKOIO CIPOCHIIA
OHa Tenepb Myxka.

— A ToMy, 4TO CKOPO ThI OyJelllb [IAPCKOW TEIleH.

—Yro? Yto THI CKa3ai? — MEHSSACH B JIMLE, BOCKJIMKHYJIA KHS-
TUHSL.

—T'oBopio, uto THI Oyaentsb Temiel rocyaaps. ['ocynapbias nana
cBoe cornacue Ha Opak 1apeBuya Ilerpa c Hameit Mapuei.

— IlapeBuua Ilerpa, Tel roBopuib? [la pa3Be rocynapbiHs
0OBSIBIJIA €70 CBOMM HACJIEAHUKOM ?

— Ha, na... TocymapeiHs cuiibHO OoJbHA, Oe3HA/IeXKHA, U 5 C
OcTtepMaHOM U JPYTMMH TaK YCTPOMJI, YTO UMITEpATpHIia 00b-
SIBUJIA HACJIEIHUKOM IIpecTona BeJaukoro kHs3s [lerpa Anekce-
eBuYa.

— Yro xe, 310 Xopowo: napesny [leTp — 3akOHHBIM HaceI-
HHK; eMy 1 Iofo0aeT 1apem ObITh. TOBbKO BOT UTO 51 CKaxy TeOe,
KHs3b: B Opake napeBuya Ilerpa c Haieil jouepbio 51 He BUKY
HUKAKOIO CYACThsI.

— Kak Tak?



— Jla Tak: y Te6s1, Anekcanap JlaHWIOBHWY, U TaK BparoB HeMa-
70, a Torja Oyzer emre Oonee. [la u He mapa Hara Marma nape-
BUYY, HE Mapa: U XapaKTepoM OHM He CXOKH, M BO3PACTOM pa3-
JIMYHBL: BE/Ib IAPEBUY-TO — €1IE OTPOK, a Haia Maiia — 4yThb He
HeBeCTa Ha BbIIaHbe !

— He nmapa? [Ia Tel ¢ yma conuia! — KpUKHYJI Ha keHy MeH-
IIIMKOB.

— Ot TBOMX 3aTel, KHsI3b, TOTO U 5K]I1, 4TO C yMa coufielb. OX,
Anexkcannp [laHusbrd, noryoutiis Tel ceOst M HAC, HEMOBUHHBIX,
noryouiis! OCTaHOBUCH, KHSI3b, OCTAHOBUCH!.. M1 TO TBI masieko
3aiies... CMOTpU He ocTynuch. Ecnu ce0s He kasieellib, TO XOTh
nereii-to noxasieit! 3a HUX s ckopOmo. [leTok HaIlMX HeTTOBHH-
HBIX He T'yOH, 3¢MHO O TOM Tpoity TeOs1, KHs3uHbKa! — U, roppko
rava, Japes MuxaiaoBHa OIycTUIACh Ha KOJIEHA Mepes CBOMM
HEMPEKJIOHHBIM MYKEM.

— He npekocnoBb MHe, dapbs! Thl 3Haemn» Mol HpaB. Ieno
peleHo, 1 Yero s 3aX04y, TO U OyAeT; MATUTHCS Ha3a[ s He TO-
pasi... HaMmpoJoM BHepea ULy, — FPO3HO MPOroBOpMil MeHIIm-
KOB U BBIIIIEJ U3 TOPHHUIIBI.

II

Ho k1o *e ObU1 3T0T MeHIuMKoB, OTKyAa oH B3suicsa? Kak o
nonas B modumiisl [lerpa Benvkoro, ymeBiiero BHIOMpPATh JI0-
aen?

ITOT «MONMyAepKaBHbI BIACTENIMH» U OAJTOBEHb CYACTHS,



«IIUTSI MOETO Cep/lia», Kak Ha3bIBaJ ero Benukui [letp, Obu1 po-
JIOM U3 KPECTbsIH; IO OAHUM CKa3aHUSIM, OH — PYCCKHIA, ITPaBO-
CJIaBHBI, npuiuiel] u3 JINTBbI, rae OyaTO KU €ro oTell, Mo Ipy-
I'MM UCTOYHMKAM — ypoxeHel Bouru.

[To oGmmemMy MHEHUI0, COCTABUBILIEMYCSI e11le TTpu Ku3Hu MeH-
IIMKOBA, OH MPOUCXOMJI U3 POCTOJIOAMHOB, U B 9TOM OTHOLIIE-
HUM COCTABJIST B Psijly FOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX PYCCKUX JIMII 3aMeva-
TeJIbHOE UCKJII0UEHUE, ONUIIeTBOpsiBILee cTrpemiieHue [lerpa co-
3[aTh HOBBIX JIeAATEJIel, He CBA3AHHBIX C OOIIECTBEHHBIMU Tpe-
JaHusAMU ctapou Pycu.

Poauincs MeHmMKoB B LapcTBoBaHUe 1aps Anekcess Muxaid-
noBu4a, B 1674 rony. Ero otert 6pu1 OeTHBIM TTPOCTOMIOMHOM.
Korna Anekcanap noapoc, otel oTaaji ero K OTHOMY MOCKOBCKO-
My IMPOKHUKY, U AJIeKcalllka, Kak B TO BpeMs Ha3blBaJIl MeH-
IIMKOBA, CTaJ C JIOTKOM pa3ryJuBaTh o MOCKBe 3/1aTOIJIaBOM 1
BBIKpUKUBATh: «[Iuporu xopoiu, ropsuu, ¢ nbuly C Kapy — Ae-
HEXKKY 3a rapy!» AJjiekcaiika ObUT IITyCTPBIN MaJbUHIIKa, O0JTb-
o Ganaryp, TOBOPHJI ¢ MPHOAyTKaMH, BHIKH/IBIBAI OCTPOYM-
HbIe IIIYTKU U 3TUM TIpruooOpen cede MHOro nokynareseit. He Tak
BKYCHbI ObUIM €ro MUPOTH, KaK BECebl U OCTPhI €ro npuoayT-
KM ¥ OanarypctBo. Kak-1o pa3 eMy mpuIiiioch UITH MUMO JI0-
Ma nHocTpaHia Jledopra, B TO BpeMs yxke OJHM3KO CTOSIBIIIETO K
OyayieMy BesJMKoMy npeoOpasoBarento Poccun, 3HakoMuBIIIE-
ro Ilerpa AnekceeBnya ¢ OBITOM ¥ BOEHHBIM YCTPOMCTBOM 3a-
naja. Asiekcallika He MoXaJsiesl CBOero ropiia 1 ctaj 'pOMKO Bbl-
KPHUKHUBATh CBOM NpubayTku. JledopT cupen y okHa; 3a0aBHUK



MaJIbUMIIIKA 3aMHTEPECOBAJT €r0; OH 03B €ro K cebe B KOMHa-
TY U CIIPOCHIT:

— Tol ¢ nuporamu?

— C nuporamu, Baiia MWJIOCTb. C MbUTY C Kapy — IEHEKKY 3a
napy! — O0MKO OTBETUJT MATbUMIIIKA.

— A 49TO THI BO3bMeEIITH 32 BECh JIOTOK C TUpOraMu? — yibI0asich,
cnpocun Jledopr.

— IIuporu npogaxHele, a JOTOK HE MPOAAKHBII.

— Her, bl npozaid MHe JIOTOK C MAPOTAMHU.

— Bbl, rocnosiviH, NUpOru KyIuTe, a JOTOK 3a4eM Bam ?

— HyxeH, ecnu nokymnarto.

— He nponaxHbiii; pogail BaM JIOTOK, Bbl, MOXaJTyid, CaMU
TNIOK/IeTe MUPOTaMy TOProBaTh, @ OT TOrO OY/IET U XO3AUHY MO-
eMy YOBITOK, J1a U MHe He Oapblill, — He MOPTHYB IJ1a30M, ITPOro-
BOPWJI AJIEKcallIKa.

Jledopr pacxoxoraics:

— Tel, Mmanbumiika, MHe oHpaBuics. Kak Te0s 3BaTh?

— Ilon kpectni, AneKcamKkon Ha3BaJl.

— Xouenb y MeHsI CITyXUTh, AJiekcaika?

— Oruero He cnyxuTh? MoxHo! A nmuporaMu KOpMUTH MEHS
Oyzerb?

— Byny, 6yny, Tebe xopoio OyieT y MeHsI KUTb.

— Bor s or Xo3s1Ha OTOAY U K Tebe, TOCIOINH JIACKOBBIMH,
pULy.

— [Ipuxonu, npuxoau.

Jledpopr mieapo 3aratiit MEHIMKOBY 3a MAPOTH.



C 00JBIIION HEOXOTOW OTIMYCTHII MUPOKHUK AJIEKCAIKY, TaK
KakK C €ro yxofIoM y Hero MmpephiBajicsi XOPOIIUI JOXO].

Aunekcariika cran ciyroi Jlehopra; Ha HeM MOSIBUIICS Kam307T
(ppanIry3CcKOro MoKposi, UM JUBPEs; OH CBOE CMETIIMBOCTHIO U
BEPHOU CITy:k001 rprodpen J1o0oBs 1 foBepue Jledopra, KOTO-
phili OBUT OYeHb JOBOJIEH OaJIarypcTBOM CBOETO CITyTU-MaJIbuM-
Ka.

Pa3 napp Ilerp yBupan y Jlepopra Anekcaiiiky; cMesblie U
OOIKHE OTBETHI MOC/IEHErO MOHPABUIIUCH TOCYAPIO, U OH B3sLI
ero K cede. AJieKkcalka HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi ObUT Y apst TPOCTHIM
nakeem. Onnako Iletp I ymen oTamyarh moneit; OH MOMIOOKIT
MeHIMKOBa U 3aucall ero psAOBbIM B UUCIIO CBOUX MOTEIIHBIX,
HE MMOCMOTPEB Ha TO, YTO MEHIIMKOB ObUI TPOCTOMIONMHOM, a
B TIOTEIITHOM TIOJIKY MOJIOIBIE COJI/IATHI TTOYTH BCe ObLITA U3 JIBO-
PSIHCKOTO COCJIOBHSI.

«T0 ObUI MEPBbII IIar K BO3BbIIIEHUI0O MeHIIMKOBa, — IHU-
mer KocromapoB, — HO BaXXHO ObUIO IJIsl HETO TO, YTO, CUMTA-
SICh «TIOTENIHBIM», MEHIITMKOB HECKOJIBKO JIET MPOIOIKAI UC-
TIOJTHATH ONM3 TIapCKOW 0COOBI TOMKHOCTh KamepauHepa. [letp,
JIOKach CraTh, KJaJl €ro y CBOMX Hor Ha momy. Torga upes3Bbl-
YaiiHasi HOHSATIUBOCTD, TI0OO3HATEILHOCTD M OOJbIIIAS UCTIOTHH-
TEeJILHOCTh MEHITIMKOBA PACTIONIOKMIIA K HEMY TIapsi».

MEHIIIMKOB yMeJT yTOXAaTh [IApIo ¥ CTapaJics Mpeynpex/aTh
ero MpUKa3aHusl; BCIIbUILUMBBIA HpaB [leTpa Hepenko oTpaxai-
cs1 Ha MeHIMKoBe, HO OH Oe3pOIOTHO U TIOKOPHO MEPEHOCHIT U
OpaHb 1 MOOOU.



[etp Bce Gonee n Holiee MPUBS3BIBAJICS K CBOEMY JTIOOUMITY,
¥ TOT HayaJl N0JIb30BAThCS U3BECTHBIM 3HAYEHUEM; K HEMY CTaJIU
npuberath ¢ XOaTalCTBOM, MPOCUJIMA €r0 3aCTyITHUUYECTBA Iie-
pen rocynapeM. Pazymeercs, mpocuTean NpUXOIuIn K LIAPCKO-
My JTIOOUMITY He C IyCTHIMU PyKaMH.

Bo Bpems BOMHBI ¢ Typkamu MEHIIMKOB 3a a30BCKUM MOXOJ
NOJTYYWJT O(PULIEPCKUI YMH, XOTS B 9TOM BOMHE OH HUYEM HE OT-
JIMYUIICST; OH OBUT XUTPbI, TOHKUI YEJIOBEK, — BCE, YTO HPABU-
JIOCh LIApI0, HPABUJIOCh U MEHIIMKOBY, U IOTOMY OH BIIOJIHE pa3-
nensin Meicb [lerpa mpeoOpaszoBars, iepecos3nats Pych, Bee mo-
CTaBUThH MO0 MTHOCTPAHHOMY 0Opa3Ily; OH ObLI BParoM CTapHHbI 1
OraroroBesn nepeq Aep:kaBHbIM MpeoOpa3oBarteneM. Bee Te, ko-
TOpble NPUAEPKUBAIMCH CTAPUHBI, HEHABUAEIM MEHIIMKOBA; HO
9TO 3HAYWJIA JIJISI HEro MX HeHaBUCTH? «JIroOui Obl a KaaoBas
app».

Crenyromuii cyyaii einie 6oJiee moMor BO3BBICUThHCSI MeHIu-
KOBY. Y MOJIOJIOTO 1apsi ObJIO MHOTO TailHBIX BParoB; OHHU CO-
CTAaBWJIM 3arOBOP W TOTOBWJIM «THOEIh rocyaapio». MeHIKOB
OTKPBbLUI 3aT0OBOP, U MPECTYIMHUKMU ObUIM cxBadyeHsbl. Teneps [leTp
CTaJI CMOTPETh Ha CBOETO JIIDOMMIIA KaK Ha U30aBUTEIS.

Bo Bpemsa nepsoro nyremectsus uaps Ilerpa 3a rpanuny
MeHIMKOB ObUT ¢ HUM HEpa3IydeH M B yrody Lapio cam pa-
OoTaJ1 TOMOpoM Ha caapramckoi Bepgu. OH BbiKazan OoJbIive
CMOCOOHOCTH K KOPAOJIECTPOSHUIO U IPYTUM PEMECIIaM, XOPOIIO
BbIyUMJICSI HEMELIKOMY U TOJUTAaHACKOMY SI3bIKaM U BO BCEM CTa-
paJicsi yroouTh rocynapio. «Besae u Bo BceM OH HPaBUJICS CBO-



€My BJIACTEJTUHY, Pa3/IeNisil C HUM U TPYIHbIE PadOTHI IO KOpad-
JIECTPOEHMIO, U BEceJble MONOUKW». [1o mpuesne u3-3a rpaHuLibl
Hayajach paclipaBa co cTpesbliaMy, a TaMm Ilerp 3anscsa nepe-
coznanuemM Poccuu: Havanoch Oputbe O0pofd, pyccKuil kadraH
ObLIT 3aMEHEeH HEMEITKUM KaM30JIOM.

IlepBasa cynpyra naps, EBookus, npuBepxeHUIA CTapUHBI,
HeHaBuIeBIas MeHIMKOBa, ObUla OTIpaBjieHa B MOHACTHIPH,
Y TI0CJIE 3TOrO OJHUM CUJIBHBIM BParoM y HEro CTajo MEHbIIE.
MeHIIMKOB, KOrja-T0 YIUYHbIA MaJIbuuIlIKa, POJABELl-ITUPOXK-
HVK, TeTlepb yke OblT rTeHepaI-MaiiopoM M KOMaHIOBAJT JparyH-
CKHM ITOJIKOM.

B 1700 rony oH xeHwicss Ha yMHOHN OosipbiiiiHe lapbe Mu-
XaJIoBHE A PCEHbEBOM.

Hauanace BorHa co 1mBegamu, M MOCJe CYACTIMBOIO B3ATHS
kpenoctu IlnuccensOypr Anekcanap HaHwioBud MeHIIMKOB
ObLIT TIOCTaBJIEH T'yOepHATOPOM B3SITOTO Y IIBEJOB Kpasi. 3a Io-
KopeHue Kpenoctr Huenmman MeHIMKOB OBLT MTOKaJIOBaH Op-
JneHoM cB. AHapest [lepBo3BaHHOTO.

«Bo Bce napcrBoBanue [lerpa MeHIMKOB ObLIT IJIABHEHITUM
VICTIOJIHUTEJIEM 3ayILIEBHBIX 3aMbIciI0B IleTpa nmo crpoeHuio u
3acenenuto [lerepOypra. HoBast ctonuiia o6s13aHa cBouM co3fa-
HUEM CTOJIBKO K€ TBOPYECKOM MBICIIM TOCYJapsl, CKOJIBKO Jes-
TEJIbHOCTH, CMETJIMBOCTU M YMEHUI0O MEHIIUKOBa», — TOBOPUT
VICTOPUK.

[Mocne HECKOBKUX YAAYHBIX TOOE]] HAJl IIBEIaMH, B KOTOPBIX
MeHIIMKOB, KaKk KOMaHAMP, TPHHUMAJ OOJIBIIIOE Y4acThe, OH



ObLIT BO3BE/ICH B reHepasi-heibaMapIiaibl.

OpHaKo OH He YyX [ ObUT ¥ 3JI0yTIOTpeOJICHU, TTOJTb3YSICh JI0-
BepHUeM rocyaapsi, Ha)KUBaJl OOJbIIME JAEHbIU, U HE pa3 3a ITO
[Metp Ou1 MajKoOIO ¥ Hajaraja Ha Hero OrpoMHbIe MITpadbl I€Hb-
ramu, Hanpumep mrpad B CTO ThICSY YEPBOHLIEB. MEHIIIMKOB
BOJIEM-HEBOJIEU YIUIATWJI TOT IITPad, TAK KAK TOCyAaph CTPOro
MpeciieIoBal Ka3HOKPaaoB. OAHAKO 3TO HE OTYy4rJI0 MeHIIUKO-
Ba OT JIIOOOCTSI)KAHMSI, U OH MTPOJIOJIKAT, T/Ie TOJIbKO MOXHO Obl-
JI0, M3BICKMBATh CIIOCOOBI [IsI YBEIMYEHHUsI CBOETO OOraTcTBa, a
BMECTE C TeM Bce Oosiee 1 0ojiee YKPEIUIsiI CBOIO BJIACTh U MOTY-
1mectBo. [IyTh K 3TOMY OCOOEHHO IIMPOKO OTKPBLICS JJIsI HETO C
MoMeHTa KoHuuHbI [leTpa Benukoro.

Crpanna cynp6a 6maroneresnss Menmvkosa, uvrepartopa [ler-
pa Benukoro. Bcio CBOI0 XKM3HB MOCBATUJI OH NIEPEYCTPOUCTBY
Poccuu; yBieKImch 3araiHpIMUA HOBITIECTBAMU, OH OECCTPAIITHO
nomai ycron Poceun, npeanpunsin pedopmbl Bcero ee Obita, HO
HE JOKOHYWJI, He YKPENWJ BCero Ha4aToro — y napsi-padoTHH-
Ka HE XBaTWJIO BPEMEHHU Ha 3TO, TaK KaK CMEPTh MPECEKa ero
KU3Hb 28 AHBapsA 1725 roga. Ymupas, oH He ycresn pacropsi-
JWUTHCS1 HA3HAYEHUEM HACJIEIHMKA, 2 MEXKy TeM 3TO ObLJIO Kpaii-
HE HYKHO.

Kax w3BectHo, [TeTp Benvkuil ObUT KeHAT TBAXIBL: B IEPBHINA
pa3 OH CeMHA/IIATUJIETHUM IOHOILLEH, IO HACTOSIHUIO MaTepH, Ke-
Huscs B 1689 rony Ha EBnokuu denopoBne JlomyxuHoii, U oT
9TOoro Opaka y Hero pomwicsi celH Anekceil. Ho tiaps, He Buas
B 9TOM KEHIIMHE MOAJEPKKHA CBOMM pe(pOpMATOPCKUM HAYMHA-



HUSM U He 005 ee, yke Yepe3 Tojl CTal UCKaTh MPUBS3aHHOCTH
Ha CTOpOHE, a B 1698 rony mapuiia EBmokust Obl1a OCTpHIKe-
Ha u 3atoueHa B Cy3nanbckom mMoHacteipe. [letp I Bceneno or-
JaJiCsl TOCY/IapPCTBEHHBIM JIeJIaM, a ero MJIaJIeHell-CbiH HaXO/IUI-
cs criepBa Ha TorieyeHun cBoei 6abku Hatamsn KupuiioBHBI,
a 1o cMeptH ee — y Tetku Hatanbu AsiekceeBHB. Masibunk ObLT
OKPYXEH JIMIIaMHU, TIPEIAHHBIMH CTAPOMY YKJIAJly KU3HU CBOEH
POIVHBI, M MOTyYall Tuioxoe oOpa3oBaHue. [IpaBna, k Hemy Obl-
JIM TIPUCTABJICHBI JIPYT 3a IPYrOM JBa MHOCTPAHIIA, HO TOJIKY OT
3TOro ObUT0 Masio. HakoHer, OH ObUT OTIIPaBIIEH 1 yCOBEPIIEH-
CTBOBaHMSI 0Opa30BaHUsI 3a TPaHUILy, U TYT €My HAllUIi HeBe-
cry — npuniieccy Illapnorty BonbdeHOoTTensckyo; ¢ Helo OH,
10 HACTOSTHUIO OTIIA, codeTtayicst Opakom 14 oktsaops 1711 roaa,
IPUYEM OHA OCTAJIACh JIIOTEPAHKOM.

OnHako 3T0 0OCTOSATETHCTBO HUCKOIBKO HE M3MEHHIIO B3IJISI-
JIOB 11apeBUYa; OH, CYeBEPHO-PEIMIMO3HbIN, ObUT TPOTUBHUKOM
npeoOpa3oBaTe/IbHbIX HAYMHAHUI CBOETO OTIIA, U 3TO MOCEUIIO
paznop Mexay HUMU. B Hapone crano u3BecTHO 00 3THUX HECOo-
riacusix, 1 npotuBHUKH [letpa I crapanuch co3aaTe U3 1apeBu-
Ya AJiekcesi OIUIOT ISl ceOs1, BCIISACTBUE Yero pasziop B ApCKOH
CeMbe CTaJl MOYBOH JJ1s1 O0PhOBI MOUTHUYECKUX MapThid. BMecte
C TEeM IapeBUY TUIOXO 0Opamiajcs ¢ Cynpyrou, craj OOHapyKu-
BaTh HETOC/TyIIaHKe, OTBPAIICHUE K 3aHATUSIM W BECTH Pa3Tyiib-
HYyI0 X13Hb. HakoHel, 1o cMepTy keHbl, OH, 00sICh perpeccuil
otna, 6exan 3a rpanuiy. [lerp nocnan 3a HuMm Ilerpa Tomcro-
ro u Anekcest Pymsnnesa B Hearonb, n um 14 okts1ops 1717



roja yJajioch yroBOpUTh 11apeB1UYa BEPHYThCS Ha poauny. [letp
Benvkuii cBunencs ¢ celHOM 3 (peBpasist 1718 roga i HazHaAUMIT
HaJl HUM CY]I, JIMIIIUB ero MpaB Ha mpecTtoi. Bmecte co cBoumu
CTOPOHHUKaMU LIapeBUY AJieKkcel MoJBEPprcs MbITKaM 1 26 UIoHs
1718 roga ckoH4aJcs.

[Mocne nvero ocramuck chi [letp, popuBimiics 12 okTsa0ps
1715 ronma, u nour Hatanus, pogusmiasicsa 12 wionsa 1714 ro-
na. Takum oOpazom, [lerp Benukuil umen 3akOHHOTO MPOAO-
JKaTeJisi CBOEro poja M NpsMOro HaciaegHuka TpoHa. OJHaKko OH
00sIJICA OCTaBHUThL TPECTO MajojieTHeMy W B 1722 romy mznan
yka3 «[IpaBna BoJM MOHapIIe», KOTOPbIM 1apIo MPeJOCTaBIIs-
JIOCh MpaBo U30paTh cebe HACIEAHUKA XOTsI Obl U3 COBEPIIEHHO
MOCTOPOHHUX JI0fIEN. DTOT YKa3 MOSBUJICS BCKOPE MOCJe CMEP-
T cbiHa [lerpa Benukoro, napesnya Ilasia — «IlaBinymku-cosn-
JaTYeHKa», KaK Ha3blBaJl peOeHKa JIIOMBIIHH ero 10 00JIe3HeH-
HoctH otell. Co cmepThio HapeBuya Ilasna y Ilerpa He ocraBa-
JIOCh MPSIMOTO MOTOMCTBA MY KCKOTO T0J1a, U OH, OYEBUIHO, HE
JKeJal BUJIETh BHYKA Ha Tpectolie. B 0COOEHHOCTH SICHO BbIpa-
3UJIOCh 3TO HeXeJIaHWe B JHU arOHUM YMUPABIIETO B MyKax I1a-
ps-umrieparopa. B nocnenHuii MOMeHT oOieryeHusi OH MpU3Bal
K ceOe CBOIO /I0ub AHHY, MOJIOKWII €l PyKY Ha TOJIOBY U TPSICY-
HIMMKCS pPyKaMM KOe-Kak Hamucas Ha rpudesnbHoil jocke: «Bee
OT/IaTh...», JIAJIbIIIe UM KapaKy/u, pa3o0paTh KOTOpbIe OBLIO
HEBO3MOXkHO. Ho fICHO, UTO OH XOTesl UMETh HACIECAHULIECIO YM-
HEHbKYI0 LIapeBHY AHHY, JOCTaTOYHO 3pENyl0 U MOATOTOBJIEH-
HYIO, YTOOBI 3aHATh ITAPCKUH MPECTOIL.



Onsateh cyapOa roropuna wnoe. Llapp Iletp Benmkwuii eme
HE WCITYCTHJI CBOEIO IOCJEJHETO B3J0Xa, & B COCEIHEM C €ro
OIOYMBaJIbHEN 3aje MEHIIMKOB MPOBO3MIACUII UMIIEpaTPULICIO
BCEPOCCUICKOM CYIIpYTy ymupasiiero, Ekarepuny AsekceeBHy.
CoOpagivecs B 3ajie BEJIbMOKH HE OCMENTIINCH TTOWTH MPOTUB
BPEMEHILMKA, BOLIEANIETO K HUM B COITPOBOKACHNUN BOOPY/KEH-
HOT'O KapayJia U3MaruJIOBCKUX CONJAT U, KPOME TOrO, BBICTABUB-
HIEro Ha IUIOaay Nepes JBOPLOM BCe IBapAEWCKUE MOJKH, B
MIPEIaHHOCTU KOTOPBIX OH ObLT yBepeH. [lepBeiMu Ha Kid MeH-
mmkoBa: «/la 3apaBcTByer nmneparpuna Exkareprna Asiekcees-
Ha!» — OTBETWJIM COJI/IaThl, CTOJIb PO3HO B3SIBIIME MPU 3TOM «HA
KapayJ», YTO BEJIbMOKY Y 3HATh, UCITYTAHHBIE CBEPKAHUEM LIThI-
KOB, OBICTPO TMOIXBATHJIN ITOT KJIM4. PaccKa3piBaOT, UTO KN4
JoHecces A0 ciryxa ymupasiuero [lerpa Benmkoro, oH oT4assHHO
3aMeTaJICs Ha CBOEM CMEPTHOM JIOKE, 3aMaxajl pyKaMmu, U3 ero
I'PYJH BBIPBAIUCH BOTUIU, KOTOPbIE ObUIM CIIBIIIHBI JaKe Ha TUI0-
HIa/Iu.

Wrak, nmneparpuna Exarepruna I AnekceeBHa BCTynwia Ha
IIPECTOJ elle MPU KU3HU CBOETO LIAPCTBEHHOrO cympyra. I1pas-
na, Ilerp Benukui Bckope mocnie 3Toro ymep, HO (pakT Bce-Ta-
ku ocraercs ¢akrom. Ho mouemy ke MeHIIMKOB Tak crapas-
¢ 0 BO3BeAicHMU Ha npectoit BIoBHl [lerpa Bemmkoro? Ipexne
BCero, MeHIMKOB ObLT YeJIOBEKOM, OT HUUTOKECTBA MOTABIITIM
«B Clly4aii» Tonbko Onaronaps Ilerpy. Beoine yxe Obuto ckaza-
HO, KaK OH TOMaj B CIYTd K Hapo-mpeodpa3oBaTeio, KOTOpo-
MY OH MIOHPABWJICS CBOEH OecIabaIHOCThI0; BCKOPE OH CTaJl Ha-



TIEPCHUKOM I1apsl B JIIOOOBHBIX MOXOKAeHUsAX B Hemerkoi cio-
6one. B 3TOM MoNOKEHNN HaNepCHHUKA, HUYEM HE CTECHSEMO-
ro ¥ TOTOBOTo Ha Bce, MEHIIMKOB OCTaBaJICsl BCIO KU3Hb. Bo
BpeMsI MacCOBOTO UCTpeOIeHHs CTPEIIbIIOB OH KOHKYPUPOBAJ C
IOHBIM 11apEM B UCKYCCTBE PyOUTD cTpesielkue rojossl. Korna Ha
[Nerpa Haxomwiv MPUNIAJKU U OH OWJICS B KOHBYJIbCHSIX, MeH-
IIMKOB JIOKWJICSI C HUM B TIOCTEJIb; MyYaBIIHMIACS 1aph JepKal-
csl BO BpeMsl MPUIaJKa 3a ero edyrd. MeHIMKOB yTOIMWII O/
HInuccensOyprom aBcTpuiickoro rpaga Kenurcerra, mo00BHH-
Ka 1apckoit (haBoputkr AHHBI MOHC, OH e W30MJT TIAJIKOU aB-
crpuiickoro nocna rpadga bunbnepounra, 3amectutens Kenur-
cerra. Ho kpernue Bcero MenmkoB nepxancs npu Ilerpe B cu-
JIy TOrO OOCTOSITENILCTBA, YTO OT HETO IMepenuia K 1apio Mapu-
eHOyprckas rieHHua Mapra Pabe, craBimas motomM cyrnpyroi
I[erpa Benukoro ¢ umeneM Exarepunbl. D1a jkeHIMHa Oblia ca-
MOW MOTyIIecTBeHHOM 3actynoil MenmmkoBa nipes [lerpom, u
OUeHb YacTo Onarofapst el MEeHIIMKOB OTAe/IbIBAJICS MOO0SIMU
TaM, IJie MO 3aKOHY Clie[loBajla CMepTHasl Ka3Hb. be33acteHun-
BO-HAIJIbIM, KaTHbIN, KOPBICTHBIH, KAK BCE BHICKOUKH, Hepa3oop-
YMBbIA ¥ HEYMCTOIUIOTHBIA B CPEACTBaxX, MEHIIMKOB BOCIIONb-
30BaJICSI MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI YKPEMUTD 32 COO0I0 Oe3rpaHUYHYIO
BJIACTh M BO3BeN Ha mpecton Exarepuny, 3Hasi, YTO MCTUHHBIM
nogenutesieM OyaeT oH, MeHIIMKOB, «KHsI3b KOpCKUit».

OH He oOMaHyJIcs B cBOMX pacueTax. Ekatepuna AnekceeBHa,
JKEHINMHA COBEPIIEHHO HeTpaMOTHasI, K IIAPCTBOBAHUIO He ObLIa
crioco6Ha. [Tpu wewt B [etepOypre neHp ObLT 0OpaIlieH B HOYb,



Jlake yTpeHHee OOrociykeHhe COBEpIAIOCh B BEUEPHUE YaCHI.
MeHmuMKoBY ObLJTa MMOJTHAsE CBOOOA CAMOBJIACTHAYATH, KaK eMY
OBLIO YTOHO.

OpHako OH oHUMaJ1, YTO UMIieparpuiia Ekarepuna Hepoiro-
BEYHA, U, YTOOBI yJIep:KaThCs BO BJIACTH, OOPATHJI CBOE BHUMAHKE
Ha I0Horo BHyKa [lerpa Bemkoro, napesuya Ilerpa AnekceeBn-
Ya. DTOT ChIH HECYACTHOTO OTI[Aa BOCIUTHIBAJICS TMOJ HaOI0Ae-
HMEM HEeMEIKOTrO aBaHTIopUcTa, rpaga Anapes Ocrepmana, Oe-
JKaBIIIETO CO CBOEH POJVHBI U3 CTpaxa CMEPTHOM Ka3HM 32 YOHIA-
ctBo. B Poccuu on caenan cede kapwepy. [locne cmepru [lerpa
I oH 0coOeHHO BBIACTWIICA U YIEJeN Aaxke MPU HEBO3MOKHEH-
el 6OsIPCKOM IphI3HE, HAvaBIIEHCs] HEMEIJIEHHO TOcie TOro,
KaKk O4yTWICA y BiaacTi MeHmmkoB. [IpotuB MeHIMKkoBa Bbl-
crynanu Jonropykosbl, Anpakcunsl, ['omuipiael, [lepemereBsl,
PenHuHbI, TO €CTh T€ MPEACTaBUTENN IPEBHUX 3HATHBIX (haMu-
JIM, KOTOPBIE AEP:KAIM CTOPOHY HECUACTHOTO LiapeBrya AJeK-
ces IlerpoBuua u kotopsix [letp Benukuii He ocmenwics Tpo-
HYTb BO BPEMSI )KECTOKOM PACIIPABbl C CTOPOHHUKAMHU CBOETO Chl-
Ha. 3a [leTpa AnekceeBruya ObUTH TaKKe yIIEIeBIINE CECTPHI €r0
nena, napeBHa Mapbs AnekceeBHa v 1axe Haranbs AnekceeBHa.
Ho MenmmkoB onvpasicst Ha coimar u Obul cuiieH. OcrepMan,
HECMOTps Ha HOCTh [leTpa AJsiekceeBrya, MPOEKTUPOBAT €r0
Opak ¢ OjIHOW U3 IapeBeH-TeTOK — EnuzaBerom. Takoii Opak J10-
MYCKAJICS B JIIOTEPAHCKOM LIEPKBU, HO ObLT HEBO3MOXEH B Ipa-
BOCJIABHOW POCCUICKOM, U mpoeKT OctepMaHa ObLT OCTaBJIEH.

OpuH u3 BeabMOXK, KHA3b JMutpun ['omumibiH, CTOIKHYJICA



¢ MEeHIMKOBBIM U MPUHSIT ero OpavyHblil MPOEKT: BBIIATH JOYb
MenmmmikoBa Mapurio 3a napesuya Ilerpa AsiekceeBrua, a Chl-
Ha MeHmmkoBa xeHuTh Ha goudepu llerpa Benukoro. MeHim-
KOB C BOCTOPIOM YXBaTHJICS 32 TaKyl0 KOMOMHAIIMIO, 0Oecreyn-
BaBUIYI0 €My HaJI0JI'0 HEOTPaHUYEHHYIO BIacTh. OJJHOBpEMEH-
HO BeJIMKHI KHs13b [leTp AnekceeBrud ObLT OOBSIBIIEH HACIICIHU-
koM npecronia. Hezagonro go cmepru Exarepunst I ipu copent-
crBuM MeH1umkoBa, OctepmaHa v HEKOTOPBIX YJIEHOB BEPXOBHO-
ro coBeTa ObLJIO U3rOTOBJIEHO JIyXOBHOE 3aBelaHue UMIIepaTpy-
1bl, B cuity kotoporo otpok Ilerp II cranoBuiica no ee cmeptu
UMIIEpPATOPOM TPY PEereHTCTBe U3 00eux 1iecapeBeH, Enn3aBeTs
1 AHHBI, My’Ka MOCJIeIHEN — repuora [ oM THHCKOro — u Bep-
XOBHOI'O TaillHOro coBeTa. MEHIIMKOB MocTapajics U TYT ycTpa-
HUTb HEYTOJIHBIX EMY JIMIL: OH 3acTaBWi1 AHHY [leTpoBHYy ¢ repro-
roM [OJIIIITUHCKUM BbleXaTh 3a I'PAHMILY U, TAKMM 00pa3oMm, TIpu
HECOBEPILEHHOJIETUN 1iecapeBHbI Enn3aBeThl U MOJIHOM MOJYU-
HEHWU EMY YIEHOB BEPXOBHOI'O COBETA OCTAJICS TIOJHOMPABHBIM
pacnopsnurenem Poccun.

B ynoenunn cBOMM MOT'YIIIECTBOM OH MEPECTANl CUUTATHCS CO
CBOMMH NPOTUBHUKAMM, U IPOTUB HETO BBICTYITUIIA BCECUJIbHBIE
JlonropykoBbl 1 ATTpaKCHHBI M Ha4aJiu MHTpUroarb Ocrepmana.
VimeHHO miocieiHUH, Kak Oosiee OMM3KUIA K OymyleMy I0HOMY
MMIIEpaTopy, U CyMeJl OBJUATh HA HErO TakK, YTO TOT CTaJl CKJIO-
HATHCS HA CTOPOHY Jl0JITOPYKOBBIX, TATOTSCH ONEKOIO 3apBaBIIIe-
rocss MeHMKkoBa.



I

B no3anuii Maiickuii Beyep B OrPOMHOM Cajly, IPUMBIKABIIEM
K MajaTtam KHs13s MEeHINMKOBa, CIBIIIEH ObUT CIepKaHHBIA pa3-
TOBOP /IBYX BIIOOTEHHBIX. DTO ObLM KHsI3b Penop [onropykos
U cTapiuasi 104b MeHIIMKOBa, KpacaBuiia KHskHa Mapus.

Kak B manatax BcecuIbHOTO BPEMEHIIINKA, TAK ¥ Ha €0 IBOpe
[apuiia HU4YeM He HapyImmasi TUIHa. MeHIIMKOB UMelT OObIK-
HOBEHME PaHO JIOKUTHCS M TaK kK€ paHo, YyTb HE C MeTyXaMH,
BCTaBaJI; IPUTOM, KOTJIa OH JIO)KUJICS B TIOCTEJb, B €0 OTPOMHOM
JOMe BCe Kak Obl BLIMUPAJIO, 3aCThIBaJI0. MHOTOUMCIIEHHbBIE CITy-
' KHS35 XOOWIM Ha LBIIOYKaX, TOBOPWIIM IIENOTOM, OMacasch,
Kak Obl He TIOTPEBOKHUThH KHSKECKOTO CHA.

KuspxkHa Mapusi, BOCIONB30BaBIIMCh YIOOHBIM BPEMEHEM,
BBIIILIA B caJl. BpeMsi ObUIO YCIIOBJIEHO; TaM JOKUAATICA KHSDKHY
kpacasen opunep Penop Honropykos.

— HakoHeu-To Bbl pUlUy, KHsKHA! A 51 JaBHO JI0KHMJAIOCh
BAC, — PaJIOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, — OOJIbIIIE Yyaca. ..

— Benublii, s1 3acTaBuiIa Bac KaaTh.

— O, KHS)KHA, 9TO HUYETo He 3HAYUT B CPAaBHEHUM C TEM, UTO
s1 CJIBIIIAJT OTHOCUTEJIBHO Bac. Beslb rOBOPAT. .. HE HbIHYE 3aBTpa
Bac 0OBSABAT HEBECTOIO 1lecapeBryal

— Bam storo He xoresocs Obl, 1a?

— Yro 3a Bonpockl, KHs)kHA? Bam X0poI110 U3BECTHO MOE cep-
Je4yHoe oTHoleHue K BaMm! YUToObl Ha3BaTh BaC MUJION kKEHOM,



s1... sl HU TIepef] YeM He OCTAHOBIIIOCh. . . 51 TOTOB Ha CMEPThb UATH,
TOTOB MYKY BBITEPIIETb.

— DTOro COBCeM He HaJ0, MUJIbIA KHSI3b, — C YJIBIOKOIO TTPOTo-
BOpWJIa KHsKHA Mapus.

— Bawm cMmelHoO, KHsI)KHa, a MHE TOPbKO, OY€Hb TOpbKO. Beapb
BAC OTHUMAIOT Y MeHs1! — e4asbHO MPOroBopuil J{oJIropykos.

— OTHUMAIOT, HO HE OTHSLIM.

— W oTHUMYT.

— 3a Koro ke Bbl, KHsI3b, IpUHUMaeTe MeHs? S — He pebe-
HOK... Y MEHs eCTb CBOsI BOJIsL. [1oyiokuMm, ObITh IApUIIEH OUSHD
3aMaH4YMBO, HO 51 HE B OTLIA, HE TiecaaBHa. M coBeryio Bam ycrno-
xouthes. Llapurieit s HuKora He Oyny, HUKoraa. Bee 3ateun mo-
€ro OTILIa KOHYATCsl HU4eM, NIOBEPbhTE MHE.

— O, ecim ObI Tak OBUTO!..

— Tak u 6yner! XKaurte, KHs3b, CyapOa YILIOHETCS HAM.

— Joporasi, Muas KHSIKHA, Bbl JapUT€ MEHs TaKUM Cua-
crbeM! — 1 MOJI0[0¥ KHSI3b CTall € %KapoM LIeJIOBATh PYKH Y Kpa-
casulbl Mapuu.

— U 310 cyacthe, MOXeT ObITh, Onm3Ko... Ja, ma!.. 5 3Haro,
YTO BCE 3aT€U OTLA JOJDKHBI CKOPO pa3pylIUThCS: [IApEBUY HA
MHE He KEHUTCs, 51 yBepeHa B 3TOM, U Toraa, KHs3b Penop, Bbl
CTaHeTe MPOCHUTh Y MOETO OTIIa COTIachsl Ha Opak CO MHOIO.

— VBB, 3TOrO coriacus s He nonyuy. Kusse Anekcannp lanu-
JIOBUY He OJIarOBOJIUT KO MHE U €/IBa JIM PEeLINTCsl Ha3BaTh MEHsI
CBOUM 35ITeM, — ¢ TJTyOOKUM B3710X0M TiporoBopui ®emop [on-
TOPYKOB.



— Moii orel] HEpaCHONOKEH K BaM, 3TO MPaBAa, HO 51 CyMelo
TIOCTaBUTh HA CBOEM: OTeIl JIIOOUT MEHS M Pe/IKO B YeM OTKa3bl-
BaeT MHE.

JlosIropyKoB U KHs’kHa Mapusi CUJIBHO YBJIEKJIUCh CBOMM pas-
TOBOPOM U HE 3aMETWJIM, YTO 32 HUMU JAaBHO CJIe/INIa Mapa YbuX-
TO IJ1a3.

— O, ecyu ObI BallH CJI0BA COBUIUCH, MIJIas KHsKHA! — ITBUIKO
BOCKJIMKHYJ JlOJITOPYKOB.

— Onu u cOyayTCs, TOJBKO HAMO TeprieHue. Benp s He HpaB-
JIOCh TIecapeBrUy, OH n30eraetT MeHs1, HO s1 00 9TOM HUCKOJIBKO
HE COXaJIEI.

— Munas, goporas kHsikHa! — W JlonropykoB cTajt ¢ kapom
LEJIOBaTh pyKu Mapuu.

B 310 Bpems B KycTax KTO-TO 3allleBEJIWIICS, U BIIOOJICHHbIC
OBICTPO OTJISIHYJIUCb.

[lepen HUMM CTOsUI caM KHA3b MEHIIMKOB, C JIMIIOM, HC-
KaXeHHbIM 3JI00010; €ro BBICOKasl, cyTynoBarasi ¢urypa Obuia
HECKOJIbKO COTHYTa, OJHOM PYKOW OH OMMpAJiCsl HA TPOCTh, a B
JIPYrou iepsKaj MUCTOJIET.

— KHsa3b! — HeBosbHO BhipBasiocs y depopa Jlonropykosa.

— [a, kHA3b... UTO, rocnoAnH MOPYyUHrK, He KAl HE rajgan?
He B mMepy xe cMen Thl 1 ep30K ! — 3a/1bIXasiCh OT THEBA, MPOTo-
BOpWJI MEHIIMKOB.

—$1... 1 B Bale BIACTH, KHS3b, Bbl BOJIbHBI J€JIaTh CO MHOIO,
YTO XOTHUTE.

— Ha, na, s BoJieH yOuTh TeOs1, HO 51 3TOTO He CJIeJIal, He T0-



TOMY, UTO *kaJjelo Te0si, TBOIO MOJIOAOCTh, @ TOTOMY, UTO HE XOUy
OIJIACKH.

— Bariomika, — mpepsiBasi oTIia, IPOroBopria KHskHa Mapus.

— Momnuars! — 3arpemen Ha 104b MenmmkoB. — CTymnaiu K ce-
Oe: pa3roBop ¢ TOOOI0 y Hac OyzIeT mocJe.

— Xopolo, HO, IIpesk/ie YeM YIUTH OTCIOfa, 51 JOKHA CKa3aThb
BaM, 4TO JIIOOMO KH:3s1 Peopa, — ONpaBUBIIUCH OT UCIyra u
HEOXHJAHHOCTH, CMEJIO ITPOrOBOpMIIA AEBYIIIKA.

— Yro xe, JIOOUTH €ro Thl BOJbHA, HO TOJIBKO JKEHOI HUKO-
r71a He Oyzienib. .. A Tenepb CTymnail K cebe B TOPHUILY U JIOKHCH
craTh... 3aBTpa s ¢ TOOO MOroBOPIO.

— Hapetoch, Oatioiika, BBl HIUEro AypHOTO He clieslaeTe KHsl-
3107

— Ecnu Tl He yiifelib, TO 51 MO30BY JIIOJEH U MPUKAKY BbITa-
[UATH TEO U3 caja.

DTa yrpo3a NnojAercTBOBaja Ha KHKHY Mapuio.

— o cBuaanus, KHs3b! 1 HEe TOBOpIO BaM «ITpoIanTe», Tak
KaK, HaJIel0Ch, MBI CKOPO YBUIUMCSI. 3HalTe, JTIOOOBh K BaM COM-
JeT TOJIbKO CO MHOM B Moruiy. — M, ckazaB 3To, KHSIKHA He CIie-
112 TO1Ia U3 Caa.

— Hy, Bama cBem1iocth, CKaxuTe, UTO Bbl HAMEPEHBI JIeJIaTh CO
MHOM? — CITIOKOMHO cripocuit @epop onropykoB y MeHImKoBa.

— Thst 310, KHA3€EK, Ccelvac y3Haelllb; TOJIbKO CKaXu Mpex/e,
Kak Thl Monaj Ko MHe B can? Yepes 3a06op, uto au?

— 3a Koro Bbl MeHs1 ipuHUMaeTe? § He BOp, 4TOObI uepes 3a-
O0p 1a3UTh.



— Her, Tb1 — BOp, BOP...

— Kus13p! — Gemmeno kpukHya Monoao JoaropykoB, MEHSISICh
B JIAIIE U OBICTPO BHIXBATUB M3 HOXEH CaOJTIO.

— B HOXHBI cabmo, Manburinka! Tl 3a0bU1, UTO 51 — (pesbi-
MapIiana POCCUICKUX BOWCK! 3a0bUl, YTO MHE HUYETO HE CTOUT
creperh TeOs ¢ mia 3emiu. .. Ceiiuac B HOKHBI cadmmio! — KpHK-
HYyJ1 MeHINKOB.

— Y0eiite MeHs1, KHsI3b, €CJIM BaM HYXKHA MOS JKU3Hb, HO HE
OCKOPOJISIATE MOCTBIIHBIM MTPO3BUITIEM, — TUXO MPOMOIBUI [{071-
TOPYKOB, BKJI/IbIBasi CBOIO Ca0JIi0 B HOXKHBI.

— A 4 IOBTOPSII0, THl — BOP JEBUYbEN YECTH.

— Ommbaetech, KHs3b! S mobmo KHskHY Mapwuto, o010
CUJIbHEEe XU3HU, HO Ha €€ YeCTh He MOCATall.

— HoonbHo! Cityiiai MO€e peleHUe: ECIH Thl XOUEIllb LEIbIM
OBbITh, TO YTOOBI 3aBTpa ke TeOs1 He Obuio B [Iutepe. He To He
MuHOBaTh Te0e Cubupn!

— Kyna s nomxen exarp?

— Kyna xodems, Tonbko nopansine ot Ilutepa... d nmomwumo
TeOs1 Ha KaBkas.

«¥Yexarp Ha KaBka3? Paccratbca ¢ muion kHsbkHOI? Her, g
HE MOry, HE MOTY», — nofymMas J{onropykoB U He COBCEM TBEP-
JIIM TOJIOCOM TTPOTOBOPUIT:

— Ha Kagka3s s He noejy, Bailla CBETJIOCTb!

— Ha Kagka3 He noezenib, Tak B CUOMPbh MPOTYJISIEHIbCS. . .
Bri6upaii, uro 6mske u uto [yist Tedst styuinie! Tosbko sxasest TBo-
ero otia, kasa3s Bacwmus Jlykuua, st Ha KaBka3 1ebst oTripaB-



Js110. .. [Tomum 310!,

— JlaiiTe MHe XOTb TpH JTHs cpoka! f moymkeH coOpaThesl.

— Hu onHoro nHs!.. 3aBrpa Thl Bblegenb Ha KaBkas... d k
KoMaHayoiemy Ha KaBkase renepany MUTIONIMHY TTPUTOTOBITIO
MMUCbMO, Thl CBE3€IIb €r0 M TaM OCTaHembes... Chapluib? A
Tenephb crynau!

Moronoli KHI3b HampaBuIcs ObUIO U3 caja.

— Iocroii, s1 cam mpoOBOXKY TeOsI, — MPOroBOPUI MEHIIIMKOB 1
ToIIeN U3 cajia psaaoM ¢ JloJropyKkoBbIM.

OHM BHIIIUTM HA JBOP U TIOJIONUTA K KATUTKE; TIOCTIETHSIST Obl-
Jla HECKOJIBKO MPUOTBOpeHa. MEHIIIMKOB, MPOBOAUB HE3BAHOTO
rOCTSl, MOJIOIIEN K CTOPOKKE 1 TOCTy4Yall B OKOHIIE.

Cropox Hukura, Apoxa BCEM TEJIOM, IIATAsICh, BBIIIET U3
CTOPOXXKH U yTajl Ha KOJICHU Mepe]] CBOUM TOCTIOJUHOM.

— CkosbKo, TyKaBblil pad, B3sJ1 ThI ¢ JloJITOpyKoBa JieHer 3a To,
YTO BITyCKaJI €r0 Ha IBOP B HEYPOUHOE BpeMsi ? — PO3HO CITPOCHJT
MEHIIMKOB Y CTOPOXA.

— KH:A3b nokaioBaj MHE IEJIKOBBINA, — BCXJIMIIBIBASI, OTBETHUJI
TOT.

— [onyibIit X0J1011, 32 LIEJIKOBBIH ThI PO/ CBOETO rOCIOoMHA !
i1, TBOPELKOro Ko MHe !

— 41 3mech, Bara CBETIOCTh, — Pa0OJIEITHO N3rHOasiCh, OTBETHII
TOJICTBIN, KPYIJIBIA, C TYHOOOPA3HBIM JIMIIOM JIBOperkuil Huka-
HOp CaBBuU.

— CToposka co Bcelt ceMbeil Ha rocesieHbe! UToObl 3aBTpa ke
ero He ObUIO Ha MOEeM JBope!



— byzer ncnonHeHo, Baia CBETJIOCTb !

— IIponaxHomy xonomy Het nomaast! — M, cepauto mporoso-
PUB 3TU cJI0Ba, MEHIIIMKOB HaPaBWICS K CBOEMY ABOPILY.

JIBOpeLKMi Ha MOYTUTEIBHOM PACCTOSTHUM CJIEI0BAIT 32 HUM.

— lopHuuHyI0 J€BKY APUIIKY OJETh B IOCKOHHBIN capadaH,
BBICTPHYb KOCY ¥ OTIIPABUTh B MOIO CHOMPCKYIO BOTUHHY, B CKOT-
HUlpL. .. [IoHsA? — B caMbIX JBEPSIX IBOpLIA OOpaTuiicss MeHIm-
KOB K CBOEMY JIBOPELIKOMY.

— byzer ncnonHeHo, Baia CBETJIOCTb !

DTO pacnopsiKeHUe KHsI351 OTHOCHTEIIbBHO APHUHBI OBLIO BbI-
3BaHO Te€M OOCTOSITENILCTBOM, UTO HA Hee JIBOPELKHMI YyKaza
KaKk Ha MOCOOHUILy CBUJAHUU KHsUKHBI ¢ JlonropykoBeim. Hu-
kaHop CaBBuUY €llle HAKaHYHE BBICJIEAWII, YTO ApUHA Mepeaaia
KaKYIO-TO 3aIACKYy CTOPOXY; TO MOKA3AJIOCh €MY TO03PUTENb-
HBIM; OH IPOCJIEWII Ha CIEAYIOUIMU JEHD 32 HEI0 U CTOPOXKEM U,
yOeIUBIIUCh, YTO KHSIKHA AEUCTBUTEIbHO HAXOMUTCS HAa CBUIA-
HUM ¢ J[oNTOpyKOBBIM, TIOCHENIH Pa30yauTh KHA3sT MEHIIKO-
Ba. Tor crycTmiics B cafi, yIOCTOBEPUIICS B CIIPABEAJIUBOCTH J10-
HOCa TBOPEIIKOTO M KPYTO PACTIOPSITUIICS KaKk ¢ 0OOUMU BITIOO-
JICHHbIMU, TaK ¥ C TOPHUYHOM Apwuiiel u co cropoxeM. OH ¢ Ta-
KM K€ YJOBOJIbCTBHEM MPEIIPUHST Obl KpallHe KPYThie MEpPBI
MIPOTHUB BO3MIOOJIEHHOTO CBOEH A0UYEPH, HO 37€Ch MPHUIILIOCH EMY
HECKOJIBKO COKPATUTHCS — BE/Ib 3TO ObLT HEe CMepH KaKoi-1mo0,
a MpejCcTaBUTesNb O0raToro 1 BJaCTHOTO B TO BpeMsl pojia KHsI3ei
JlONrOpyKOBBIX.

Kus3p ®enop HonropykoB ObUT CBIHOM U3BECTHOTO B TO Bpe-



Ms BenbMOXxH Bacunus Jlykuda. [lomyuuB xoporee oOpa3oBa-
HUe, OH 110 Bojie umrieparopa [lerpa Bemvkoro Obu1 1y1s1 ycoBep-
IIEHCTBOBAHUS B HayKaX B YMCJIE IPYTHMX MOJIOIBIX JABOPSH OT-
NpaBJieH «B HeMeT4YMHY». [IpoObIB Ao/ITOE BpeMs 3a IpaHuUlIei,
OH BepHyJIics B Poccuio pa3BuThIM, 0Opa30BaHHBIM MOJIOIBIM Ye-
JIOBEKOM. B TO Bpems yxe nmapcrBoBaia cymnpyra Besmkoro Iler-
pa, Exarepuna AnekceeBHa. Kus3b Bacuuii Jlykuu coBeToBas
cbiHy Peiopy Ci1yKUTh IIPU ABOPE, HO HE JIEXKATIO Y TOTO Cep/Le
K TIPUIBOPHOM CiTyk0e; OH BBIOpasl BOGHHOE TIOMPUIIE U CKOPO
JOCIYKWICA JO O(PULIEPCKOTO YMHA.

Kak-to Ha mpunBopHOM Oaiy KHs3b Penop yBuaen gouepeit
MeHnimkoBa u nomoowu crapinyio, Mapuio. OH cTaji yacto Obl-
BaThb CO CBOMM OTIIOM W oguH y MeHmukoBa. Kasruns [lapes
MuxailyloBHa JTACKOBO BCTpeuasia OJIECTSIIEro MOJIOIOTO IBap-
neiia, ee noyepu Toxe. OcodeHno xe Penop Jonropykos mpo-
M3BeJ BIIEYaTJIEHHUE Ha CTapIllyio, KHskKHY Mapuio, 1 BCKOpe OHU
o0a MomoOWIN IPYT Jpyra, HO PO CBOIO JIIOOOBH HUKOMY HE TO-
BOPWJIN.

Tonbko onHa KHATMHA MEHIIMKOBa JJ0raiplBajlach U pajioBa-
Jlach CUACTBIO CBOEU JAOYEpH, Tak Kak KHA3b Penop lonropykos
OBUT KEHUXOM 3aBUIHBIM: Bellb OOTaThIi, IPEBHUM M 3HATHBIN
pon LonaropyKoBbIX ObLT U3BECTEH BCEM.

Kus3p @eniop 1yman ObUIO yxke MocBaTaThCs 3a KHKHY Ma-
pHIO, KaK BAPYTI OTHOILIEHHWS MekAy MEHIIMKOBBIM U €ro OT-
IOM M3MEHWIUCh W CTAJIM HaTSHYTBIMHU, TaK Kak KHs3b Bacu-
i JIykud 4eM-To He yrogui BCceCUIbHOMY MeHmmKoBy. Bo-



Jiel-HeBoJIe MOJIONOMY KHsI310 JlOJITOPYKOBY MPHIILIOCH OTJIO-
KUTb O BPEMEHU CBATOBCTBO.

A TyT momen ciyx, 4to MEeHIIMKOB 3aayMa BbIaTh CBOIO
no4yb Mapuio 3amyx 3a 1iecapeBrnya Ilerpa AnekceeBuua U 4To
Ha 3TO MOCJIeJOBAJIO COIJIACKE CAMOM rOCY/IapbIHU.

TsKeno 0To3BAIOCH 3TO M3BECTHE HA BMIOOJIEHHOM KHs13e Pe-
nope. OH XOTeJ1 IPOBEPUTD TOT CIIyX, HO JIJIsI TOr0 eMy HeoO-
XOIUMO OBUIO YBUIETh KHSKHY Mapwuio.

OpHako NpsiMO UITH B IOM K MeHIMKOBBIM Tenepb [loiro-
PYKOB HE MOT — €ro, MoXayyid, U He npuHsui O6el. Ho BuyeTsh
CBOIO BO3JTIOOJIEHHYI0, TOBOPUTH C HEIO HA/I0 OBUIO BO YTO OBI TO
HU cTajo. Y BOT OH, NOAKYNMB ABOPOBOIO CTOpOka MeHIIMKO-
Ba HUKuTY 1 ropHnyHyo Apuiry, TOOUICS CBUAAHUS CO CBOE
BO3JTIOOJIEHHOM B CaJly TO3/IHUM BEUEPOM.

VBbi! Bo3moOieHHbIe ObLIM HAKPBITHI CAMMM KHs13eM MeH-
HIMKOBBIM, U MoJiofioMy KHs3l0 dengopy Bosen-HEBOJIEW IMpU-
Iock npocTuthes ¢ [letepOyprom u exath Ha KaBkas, Tak Kak
OH XOPOIIIO 3HAJI, YTO OXKUJAET OCTYIIIHUKOB BOJIM MEHIIMKOBA.

MpauHbIM, C TSKEJIBIM YyBCTBOM BEPHYJICS MOJIOAOH YeJIOBEK
CO CBUJIaHUS B JOM CBOETO OTLa; HECMOTPSI Ha MO3/IHMH Yac, OH
BCTPETHJI TaM HECKOJIbKO TOCTel, cBoux poauueil. B kabuHere
Bacwmus Jlykuda codpasnch mouty Bee JLoaropyKoBbl, a B UMCe
uX U KHs3b Bacunmmii Bnagumuposuya JlonropykoB, yMHeHmmn
YeJIOBEK, YECTHBIH, ITPABIMBBIN; HECMOTPS Ha 3TU PEAKUE Kaye-
CTBa, OH JOJIFO€ BPEMsI HAXOIWJICS B OMaJjie, KOTOPYIO, 0 Haro-
BOpY 3JIbIX JII07Iel, Oe3 BCAKOM ero BUHBI, HAJIOXKUJT HA HETO VM-



nepatop Iletp 1. Korma Benmvkuii 1iapb-mipeoOpa3oBaTesib CKOH-
yasics, Bacrimi JIykuy nonan B MIWIOCTh K umrnieparpuue Exa-
TepuHE AJIEKCEEBHE, CTasl MOJIb30BaThCsl PACIONIOKEHUEM BCe-
CWJIBHOTO BpeMEHIIIMKa MEHIIIMKOBA U TOTYAC K€ CTaJl XOfaTau-
CTBOBATH 32 CBOETO poArya — ONajabHOro KH:351 Bacunus Bnanu-
MHUPOBUYA. ITO eMy yIasoch; ¢ Bacums Bnamuvmposuya Oblia
CHSITa OMaJia, YacTh OTIMCAHHBIX B Ka3HY UMEHUI ObLiIa BO3BPa-
IIeHa eMy, ¥ eMy ObLJIO 103BoJIeHO kuTh B [letepOypre.

Bce [lonropyKkoBbI TIOOWJIH 1 yBaXaJIl CBOETO YMHOTO U ITPaB-
JUBOTO pOIMYa U BO MHOTMX CIIy4asixX CIPAIIMBAIA €r0 COBETA.

U Tteneps depop oaropykoB oueHb 0OpaoBajcs, YBUIEB B
yucse rocred KHa3s Bacunma BrnaagumupoBuya, 1 pemmi noco-
BETOBATLCSI ¢ HUM. BpiOpaB ymoOHbIII MOMEHT, OH 0OpaTuiics K
CTApUKY:

— TonyOuuk gs7s, noiaeMTe KO MHE B KOMHATY: MHE HAJI0
MHOI'O€ BaM PaccKa3aTh.

— Ioiipem, ®enop, Mbl TYT JIMILTHUE.

— Yto BHI roBOpHTE, Opatell, Bacwmmii Braguvmuposud? Ber
HE JIMIIIHWK, Mbl BCErJla pajbl CAyliaTh Bac, — C JIETKUM yIpe-
KOM MPOMOJIBIII KH:3b Bacunmii JIykud, oTpbiBasick ot Gecejibl
CO CBOMMH POJCTBEHHUKAMHU, MOCBSIIIEHHON KI'ydeMy AJisi HUX
BOIIPOCY O BJIMSIHUY IPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM JBOPE, — BElb UMIIE-
parpuna Exarepuna [lepBas Oblia mpu cMepTH, Ha TIPECTOI JOJI-
*eH ObuT BeTynuTh oTpok Ilerp Bropoi, Bocnutarenem KOTO-
poro coctosi1 oquH 13 JonropykoBbIX, KHs3b Asiekceit I'puro-
pbeBUY, a OJIVKAUIIIMM €ro IPYroM ObLT ChIH TIOCIIETHETO, KHSI3b



NBan AnekceeBuu.

OpHako cTapyK B OTBET HA 3TO MTPOU3HEC:

— W, nonuo!.. YTo OT MeHs1, 4esloBeKa MPUIILIOro, 4yXkKOro
3aech y Bac, B [lutepe, Tonka st Bac? — a 3aTeM oOpartuiics K
wiemssHHUKY: — Hy, ®enst, Beau MeHs k cele. ..

Kusizp ®enop, ycagus Bacwivs BrnanuvupoBuya B cBOer
KOMHaTe B MSTKOE, yI0OHOe Kpecyo, pacckasajl Bee MOgpOOHO
PO CBOIO JIOOOBb K J0OYEpU MOJHOBIACTHOrO MEHIIMKOBaA, a
TaKke He yMOJIYaJl M O TOM, Kak MEeHIIMKOB 3acTall ero B cajy ¢
Mapwuei 1 9T0 IOTOM IPOU3OLLLIO.

Co BHuMaHueM BbiCiyIan Bacunui Bragumuposud pacckas
CBOETr0 BJIIOOJIEHHOTO MJIEMSIHHUKA U 3aTeM CKa3aJl:

— ITnoxo neno, ®ens, ioxo!.. Tebe Hago ckopee yonparbest
u3 [Tutepa, a To TeOs camMoro Kak pa3 yoepyT B KPerocThb, a He TO
u B CuOupsb... MEHIMKOB 30]1, MCTUTEJICH W He JIIOOUT, YTOOBI
KTO-TMOO0 CTOsIT eMy moriepek joporu. Cruber, pazgasut! Te-
Nepb €ro BpeMsl, €ro BJIaCTb, XOTh U HE HAJIONTO.

— Jls17151, BBI TOBOPUTE «HE HAAOITO» ? Pa3Be MEHIIMKOBY 4TO
yrpoxaer?..

— Ero noru6ens Hen3OexkHa. .. M 3Haems, yto noryout MeH-
mmkoBa? Ero coOCTBEeHHOE YecTomoOue, ero HeHachiTHasI TOp-
IbiHe. Ha Bce cBo mpenest nosoxeH, a MEHIMKOB JaJleKo Iie-
pelarsys yepes 1ot npeaes. OH BbICOKO MOIHSUICS, U MO3TO-
My ero najieHue oynet Benukoe. OnHako He 32 MeHIMKoBa MHE
6ospHO, Pejist, a 32 TBOETO OTIA U 32 JPYTMX HAIUX POAUYEH:
BEJlb OHM HE CO3HaBasi UIYT MO JIOKHOMY IyTH... CliaBa, rmode-



cTH, OJIECK — BOT UTO MPEJIBIIAET UX, U PAJIA STOr0 OHU OCTABUIIN
VCTUHHBIA IyTh! OHU CTpEeMATCA JOCTUTHYTh BEPIIVHBI BIACTH,
HO, 00I0Ch, KaK Obl HE COPBAThCSI UM C STOW BEPIITUHBI.

— Tak BbI, 157151, COBETYeTe MHE ye3xkaTb? — cripocui Penop
Jlonropykos.

— Jla, u yem ckopee, TeM Jrydiie!

— Ho Beap 51 mo0m10, TOPSYO OO0 KHS)KHY Mapwuio, 1 oHa
MEHSI TOXe JIIOOUT.

— OctaBb ckopee 3Ty JM000Bb, Pe1op, MHAYE OHA MTOTYOUT Te-
0s1. Benb THI 3Haemb, 1oYb MEHIMKOBA He HBIHUE 3aBTpa OyJeT
oObsiBIeHa HeBecTol 1apeBrya [letpa. Yero xe Tl elie Kaelib ?
Vesxail, oKa ecTb Bpemsl, He lyMal COIPOTUBIIATbCS MeHIIn-
KOBY; IOMHM: OH I1OKA €I1I€ BJIACTEJIMH — MOT'yILIECTBEHHBIN, BCe-
CUJIbHBIN, ¥ OOPOTBCS ¢ HUM — Oe3yMue.

— Munbiii, 7OOpBI As1/1s1, KAK MHE HUA OOJILHO U HU TSIKENO, I
NOCJIEAYIO BallleMy COBETY. f yely, CerofHs xe yeny.

— Jla, 1a, TOponucChk.

Monopon kHs3b Penop [loIropykoB B TOT K€ AEHb yexas Ha
KaBka3. OH npuHyxk/ieH ObLI ClIe/IaTh 3TO, MHAUE €My HE MUHO-
BaTh ObI OOJIBIIION O€/IbI.

A cCITyCTs1 HECKOJIBKO JIHEeW Mocjie 9TOro crapiias a04b MeH-
IIMKOBA, 9TOTO «OAJIOBHSI CYIbOBI», OblIa 0ObsIBIEHA HapeYeH-
HOIO HEBECTOM Hac/IeAHUKa pycckoro npectoina [lerpa Anekcee-
BUYA, JBEHAIIATUJIETHETO OTPOKA.

Bectb 0 ToM, 4TO 10ub MEHIIIMKOBA HE HBIHYE 3aBTpa Oy/eT
IApUIIeI0 PYCCKOM 3eMJIH, MOBEpIJia B yKac BParoB M HeJ0OpO-



Kesaresiell MeHIITMKOBa, KOTOPBIX Y HEro ObUIO OOJIBIIIOE N300M-
sme. [IpoThB HEro cocrTaBUJICs 3aroBOp, B KOTOPBIM BolLIM Toi-
cro, byrypiun, rpadp eBuep, Ckopuskos-Ilucapes, Aunek-
canap JIbBoBru HapbiikuH, kHA3b MIBaH Anekceesud [Jonropy-
KOB (ymoOumer| mapesuya [letpa), renepan AHapeit YimakoB u
JIpyrue, K HUIM NPUMKHYJ ¥ repror ['ommTuHCKU.

Llenbio 3aroBopa ObUTO BO YTO OBI TO HU CTAJIO TIOMeNIaTh Opa-
Ky BEJIMKOTO KHS34 C 10Yepbi0 MEeHIIMKOBA. 3aroBOPIIMKHU 11y-
MaJid, TIO1 MIPEIJIOrOM BOCIIUTAHUS1, CIPOBAIUTh BEJIMKOIO KHSI-
341 32 TPaHULLy, 4 TEM BPEMEHEM CKJIOHUTh umneparpuiy Exare-
PVMHY Ha3HAYMUTh HACJIEJHMIIEM IIpecToa liecapeBHy Enuzasery.
OpnHako 3aroBop ObLT OTKPHIT, ¥ 3arOBOPIIIMKOB MOCTUIJIO CTPO-
roe Haka3anue. JleBuepa, nocie MbITKYA BbIIABIIETO COyYaCTHU-
KOB, ¥ TOlCTOrO JMMIIMINA IBOPSHCTBA Y UMEHUM U 3aTEM CO-
cnamu: iepBoro — B Cuoupsb, Broporo — B ConoBku; CKOpHSKO-
Ba-IlucapeBa, MMIIIKMB YMHOB, TBOPSHCTBA U UMYILIECTBA U HAKa-
3aB KHYTOM, OTIIPAaBWJIM TaKke B CCbUIKY; HapeikuHa u Bytyp-
JIMHA, JIMIIAB YMHOB, MOCJIAJIN HA OE3BBIE3HOE KUTHE B AEPEB-
H10; JlonropykoBa 1 YiakoBa, Kak MEHEEe BUHOBHBIX, TOHU3WIIN
YMHAMU U1 OIPEENINIIN B MOJIEBBIE MOJIKHU.

[onTuHCKOMY TepLory BoJieli-HEBOJIEW MPUIILIOCh COMTHUCH
¢ MeHIMKOBBIM, KOTOPBII B TO BpeMsi ObUI MOYTH MOTHOIPAB-
HBIM ITPaBUTENIEM I'OCYJApCTBa, IOTOMY 4TO nMIieparpuna Exa-
TepUHa HAaXOAWIACh IIPU MOCIEAHEM AbIXaHUU, & BEPXOBHBIN CO-
BET, COCTOSIBIIIMI U3 BEJIbMOXK rOCY/IapCTBa, JIeiall BCe, Yero Xo-
Tes1 MEeHINKOB.



IV

N3Bectue o Kape, HaJloKeHHOU Ha KHs13s1 MiBana [lonropyko-
Ba, IyOOKO Mopas3uJio iecapeBnya [letpa AnekceeBuua. Ilape-
BUYY B TO BpPE€Ms HUCHOJHUJIOCH TOJIBKO JIBEHAALATh JIET, HO OH
Ka3aJics cTaplue cBoero Bo3pacta. [1oHbIi, CTpOMHBIN, BBICOKO-
r0 poCTa, C JIMIIOM KEHCTBEHHO-OeJIbIM, C PEKPACHBIMU TOJTy-
OBIMU TJ1a3aMH, OH ObLT OYeHb KPacuB M MpuBieKareneH. OObru-
HO 3TO ObUI )KMBOH, BeCeNblii MaJIbYMK, HO B TIOC/IeHEe BpeMs
Ka3aJjcsl OCOOEHHO MeYaIbHbIM.

— Tst roBoputb, Bansi, Ham Hamo paccraTbes? — C TITyOOKUM
B3JI0XOM MPOM3HEC OH, oOpamasich K KHs3i0 JoaropykoBy, Ho-
CETUBILIEMY €ro Ha €ro MOJOBUHE BO ABOPILIE.

— Heob6xoaumo, apesnd! Mens, o Bosie pesipamapiiaia, ne-
peBonsat u3 [erepOypra.

— U Bce 310 KHA3b MeHmmkoB? Ou? Jla? 9x, 37101 OH, HEI00-
pHIiA. .. 5l moliay K HEMy ¥ CTaHy MPOCHTH, YTOObI TeOsT OCTABHIIH
CO MHOIO.

— U ue npocu, napeuu!.. Huuero He BBIpOCHIIB, OONbIIE
TOJIBKO O3JIOOHIIIB €T0.

— Bans, npuger xe To Bpems, Koraa s Oyay NpUKa3bBaTh
MeHIIMKOBY, a He TPOCcUThb ero? Byrer e korna-HuOyab KOHell
€ro BJIACTOMIOOUIO U crJie?

— Byner, napesuy, Oyziert, TOJIbKO HaJO BBIKIATH BPEMSI.

— Korga s Oyay napem, Toraa He JaM BlacTBOBaTh MeHIH-



KOBY.

— Tume, napesuy, tume! Y MeHmMKoBa BE3J€ €CTh YU U
r1asa.

— 91 — HacneHUK npecTtona U MeHIuKoBa He 60I0Ch, — € 11ap-
CTBEHHBIM JJOCTOMHCTBOM mporoopuJ Ilerp.

— Tebe u He ciie OOATHCS €r0, HO CO MHOKO OH BCE MOXET
clienarth. ..

— Tbl 1 IpeacTaBUThH cebe He MOXKEIllb, KaK s He 000 MeH-
IIMKOBA U €ro jpo4yepu Mapuu.

— A kHskHA Mapust 0ObsiBJIeHa TBOEW HeBEeCTOMU, IapeBHY.

— Kakas ona most HeBecta? OHa crapiiie MeHs. 91o MeHiu-
KOB M rocyapbIHsi-0a0yIlIKa 3a1yMaliu ’KeHUTh MeHs1 Ha Held. Ho
JKEHUTHCS] HA KHsDKHE Mapuu s He MOry; Bellb s He JII0OIIo ee.
Bot BeBIOpoBeeT 0adyika, 5 Tak ¥ e CKaxy. 3Halo, 4TO Tocy-
JapbIHA HEBOJIMTH MeHsI He OyieT, oHa 100pasi, Muiiasi... A Befb
y MeHs ecTh Japyrasi 6adymika? — rnocje HeKOTOPOro pas3iyMbsi
cinpocui Ilerp y losnropykoga.

— Ectp, napesuu.

—I'ne xe ona?

— Jlajieko, B MOHACTBIPE. .. — YKJIOHYMBO OTBETWUJI LIAPEBUYIY
MOJIONON KHS3b.

— Kaxercs, 3Barb ee Enenon?

— Ha, napeBuy, a npexne 3sayi EBnokuen ®enopoBHOM.

— Kak ke oHa B MoHacTeipe ouyTtwiiach? 3auem? Lapuia — u
B MoHacThipe? Bce 3To Kak-To cTpaHHO. A Jie[] MOU, MOKOWHBIN
UMIIepaTop, )KeHUJICS Ha IPYyro — Ha TernepenrHen Moeii 6adyTii-



ke. Bee 310 1i1s MeHst HenoHsATHO. S cnipammBan y Anapes MBa-
HOBHYA, ¥ BOT YTO OH OTBeTHJ] MHe: «Korga Beipactete moOosmb-
1Ie, JapeBuY, BCE CaMU y3HaeTe». A s Xxouy cernvac 3Hath. Uto
9TO 32 TAMHCTBEHHOCTD?.. BaHsi, Thl HE 3HaeIIIb JIU Yero-amoo oT-
HOCHUTENILHO Moeit 0alyiiku EneHbr?

— Her, 4 HMuYero, HUYEro He 3HAID, HUYETO... — YKJIOHUJICA
JloJIrOpyKOB OT MPSAMOro OTBETA HA TAKOW OMACHBIN IO TOMY Bpe-
MeHH Boripoc. — Ho npocty, napesuu!.. Xpanu 1eds bor, a Mue
nopa. M He moexaJ Obl, 1a BEJIAT.

— Bans, ve e3nu, romy6unk! f ynponry MenmmkoBa, oH Te0st
OCTaBUT, — HauaJs ObUIO 1IecapeBUY, HO B STOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY
OBbICTPO BoIIIeN ero Bocnutateab OctepMaH U APOKAIIUM TOJI0-
COM, CO CJIE3aMHU Ha I71a3ax MPOrOBOPK:

— Ilecapesny, cnegyure 3a MHOW0. Ee nmmneparopckoe Benu-
yecTBO EkareprHa AnekceeBHa KOHYAeTCs.

[Ipu 3TOM M3BECTUM LAPCTBEHHBIN OTPOK U3MEHWIICS B JIMLIE
Y Ha I71a3aX y HEero nosiBUnch cie3bl. OH Mo4a, B COMPOBOXK-
nennn OcrepMana v kH:34 VBana [lonropykoBa, HarpaBuiICs BO
BHYTPEHHHUE allapTAMEHTBI UMIIEPATPULIbI, OAHAKO yXKe HE 3aCTall
€e B JKUBBLIX: OHa 6 Maa 1727 roma THXO CKOHYAIACK.

B nBepsix KOMHaThl, IJje CKOHYaJIaCh rOCy/IapblIHs, LIECAPEBU-
Ya BCTpeTvs1 MEHIIMKOB; OH ObLT OJe/ieH, 1 ero rojioc IpokKal,
KOI/1a OH ITPOU3HEC:

— Nmnepatpuiia Exarepuna AnekceeBHa B 603e nounia. Co-
IJ1aCHO BOJIE MOYUBIIEN UMIIEPATPULIbl, & TAKKE YIEHOB BEPXOB-
HOTI'O TaHOI'O COBETA, BBI, BAILE MMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIMYECTBO,



3aiiMeTe MpecTosl naper pycckux. [IpuBercTByI0 MMmeparopa
Ilerpa Broporo! — npekjoHsAsA KOJEHU Nepes CBIHOM 3J10CYaCT-
Horo napesuya Aujiekces IlerpoBrya, rpOMKO IPOM3HEC KHA3b
MeHIIMKOB.

['poMKOe M eIUHOMYIIHOE «ypa» pa3Jaioch B IAPCKUX Yep-
TOrax.

MEHIIMKOB B35J1 UMIIEPATOPA-OTPOKA 32 PYKY U BBIBEJI €T0 B
OOJIBILION 341, Tie COOpPATUCh BhICIIIEE AYXOBEHCTBO, CEHATOPBI,
T€HEePAIMTET U MPUIBOPHBIE YMHBI, U MPEACTABUI UM IOHOTO I0-
cyzaps.

— [Monoinu, rocynapb, K OKHY 1 MOKaxu ceds comgaraM v Ha-
pomy, — TUX0 oOpaTuJiics oH 3ateM K [lerpy, mokaspiBast eMy Ha
OTPOMHOE OKHO.

Ha nonagy okosto ABopIa CTOSAIM BOMCKa U MHOXKECTBO Ha-
pona. Mmepatop-oTpoK MOAOMIEN K OKHY U C MUJIOW YJIBIOKOH
CTaJl KJIaHAThCS COJIAATaM U HapoLLy.

Pa3nanoch oriylmumTesnsHOE U JI0JT0 HE CMOJIKABILEE «ypar.
FOHBI# rocyaaphb ObLT B3BOJIHOBAH — 9TH TOPKECTBEHHBIE MUHY-
Thl, CBUJIETEIbCTBOBABILIME O BO3BEICHUU €I0 HA BEPIIMHY BbIC-
1IeW, IOCTYITHOU YEJIOBEKY Ha 3€MJIe BJIACTH, CMyTUJIM OTPOKA.

— Bbpar!.. [lerpyiua. .. Mmunblii!.. — pa3pgascs mo3aau rocynapsi
IIPUATHBIN IOJIOC €r0 CECTPBI, BEIMKON KHsKHBI Hatanen Asek-
CeeBHbI, KOTopasi ObLIa Ha JJBa T0f1a CTapIlie CBOEr0 BEHIIEHOCHO-
ro Opara.

— Harama. .. muad. ..

[leTp Kpenko 0OHsII CBOIO CECTPY; OH ObLT B3BOJIHOBAH, Ha €10



I71a3aX BUIHEJNCH CIIE3BI.

— Tor1, [TeTpyma, Tenepb — rocynaps Hajl Beeto Pyceio. Ha Tebe
JISKWT BEJIMKAsk OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. .. TeOe Tsikeso OyeT yrpag-
JIATH TOCYIAPCTBOM.

— Mue bor nomosxer, cectpuiia, y MeHs1 OyyT OMbBITHBIE PY-
KOBOJIUTEJIA Y TIOMOUTHUKH.

— IlepBbIM BalllM PYKOBOAMTEIEM M MOMOIIHUKOM, TOCY-
Japb, Oyay 1, — BCIYIIUBASCh B pa3rOBOP, IPOUCXOIUBIINI MEK-
ny OpaTtoM U CECTpOI0, CAMOYBEPEHHO IMPOrOBOPHUI MEHIIIUKOB.

— B, kHs3B? — ObIcTpO cripocut [leTp, crapasich CKpPHITh CBOE
HEY/IOBOJILCTBUE.

— Jla, Baille BeJIMYECTBO, HA TO ObUIO XKeJaHUe MOKOWHON MM-
NEPATPULIBL.

— XOpoIlo, KHA3b. .. f... f... IOCTAPaOCh BBIMOJIHUTD 3TO Ke-
nanue. Ilorigem, cectpa, MOKJIOHUTHCS TENy Hallled MOKOMHOU
0a0yIIKU-UMIIepaTPHIIbL.

HMniepaTop-0TpoK, NpOroBOPUB TH CJI0BA, BOIIEN C CECTPOI
B KOMHATY, [JIeé CKOHYaJIaCch rOCydapblHs, U MPEKJIOHUI KOJIEHO
npej ee TeJioM. Benvkasi KHsKHA NOCTieoBaia ero Npumepy.

Bce, vero xaxaan MeHIIMKOB, Ternepb ObUIO JOCTUTHYTO. OH
CTaJI 4yTh HE MOJIHOBJIACTHBIM BJIACTEJIMHOM Haj Bcew Pyceio,
PEreHTOM roCyAapcTBa. BEpXOBHBIM TalHBIA COBET HE OrPAHU-
YKMBaJI ero BaacTh. YieHbl coBeTa OECIPEKOCIOBHO JeIalli TO,
YTO XOTeJl MEeHIIMKOB, U Tope ObUIO TOMY, KTO B 4eM-JIM0O He
coramascs ¢ HuM. Ero ¢ioBo, ero nocnanue ObUIo 17151 BCEeX 3a-
KOHOM.



Cpazy ke nmo KOHYMHE MMIeparpuibl MEHIIMKOB MOKa3all
CBOIO BJIACTh, 1 HEKOTOPbIE POAOBUTHIE BEJIbMOXKHU ITPUHYKACHBI
ObLIM MOKUHYTh HE TOJIbKO 1BOP, HO U IletepOypr. IIpexe Bce-
ro MeHIMKOB 1nocTapajcs oTaumTh oT uMmneparopa Ilerpa 11
JLOJITOpYKOBBIX U 151 3TOrO U3 JBOpPLA MEPEBE3 IOHOTO UMIIEPA-
TOpa B CBOM HOBBI POCKOIIHBIN JIOM.

I[Merp He mo6un Menmmkosa. [la ¥ MOT JIu OH JIIOOUTH Yesio-
BEKa, KOTOPbII HAJIEJIaJl TAK MHOT'0 3J1a €ro IOKOMHOMY OTILY, 11a-
peBuuy Auekceto? C Gorbltioi Heoxotou exain [letp B oM Bpe-
MEHIIMKA.

— Ax, Harama, kak B cCbUIKY Uy g B 1oM MeHIIMKOBa, HEHa-
BUCTEH OH MHE, Ja U JIOM €TI0, U €T0 JO04b, MOSl HEBECTA, TaK Ke
HEHABUCTHBI, — TUXO CKa3aJl OH, paccTaBasiCh C CECTPOM.

— A exarb te6e, [lera, Hano.

—Ha, Hano... Ho g ckopo, Harama, cHoBa BepHyCh BO 1BOpELl,
TOJIBKO YK€ HE TaKUM, KaK Telepb ye3xkawm U3 ABOpIA, — 3HAUU-
TEJIbHO MIOCMOTPEB Ha CECTPY, IPOrOBOPKII UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK U
KPEerKo OOHSIT ee.

— Iloenemre, rocynapp, Bce rOTOBO, — TOPONUI MEHIIIMKOB
I[Merpa. — B Mmoem nome, rocynaps, BaMm CKy4Ho He OyzeT. S u most
CEeMbsl TTOCTapaEMCsl IOCTaBUTh BaM BCSIKOE YA0BOJIbCTBUE. Mbl
BCE TaK Bac JIIOOUM, a B OCOOEHHOCTH MOsI CTapIasi 10Yb.

— Ber mymaete? — OpbicTpo cripocui [letp y MeHmmkoBa.

— 4 yBepen, rocynaps.

MeHIIMKOB BUJIEN M CO3HABAJI, 4YTO €ro 104b Mapus He Hpa-
BUTCS FOCYZIapio, HO 9TO HE MEIAJIO €My HaAEAThCS, YTO OH CTa-



HET TECTEM MMIIEpaTopa.

«Torma s 6yny Ha BbicoTe Benmuus. O, Toraa Bce MOM Bparu
Oy/yT TpeneTaTh Mpejio MHOIO, U BJIACTh MOSI Oy/IET TOr/1a HEOTb-
emisiema! f — tects umneparopa. M Bo uto Obl TO HU CTaJIO 4 J0-
CTUTHY 3TOTO» — TaK Pa3ayMbIBal MEHIINKOB JOPOIo0, CUls B
POCKOIIIHOM KapeTe, psaaoM ¢ uMreparopoM Ilerpom, kortoporo
OH BE3 B CBOH JIOM.

VBb! Ero Bparu, Bo IiaBe KOTOpbIX CTOsUIM JlOJTOPYKOBBI,
HE IpEeMaJIv U IESATEIbHO MOATOTOBJISIN CIIOCOOBI K CBEPIKEHHIO
ero. [1yte ans atoro y Hux Osu1 — KHs13b MBan Jloaropykos, K
kotopomy [letp II ObuT Upe3BbIYaliHO MPUBSI3aH. XOTS UMIIEpa-
TOp 1 ObUT BPEMEHHO pa3jlyyeH co CBOMM JilooumiieM, Ho Jlomro-
PYKOBBI HE TEPSJIM HAJCKIbI HA TO, YTO OH HACTOUT HA BO3BPA-
meHny K ceOe KHs3s1 VIBaHa AsiekceeBrua, a TOrAa BHOBD SIBUT-
s U1l HUX BO3MOKHOCTb BO3/IEMICTBOBATh HA MOHAPXa-OTPOKA B
KeJIaTeJIbHOM ISl HUX HallpaBJeHUM U HAKOHEll JOOUTbCS HU3-
BEPKEHUsI BCECUJIBHOTO AJiekcaHipa JlaHnioBrya.

\Y%

— Y10 3TO, KHSIKWY, TH HE BECEJT, UTO CBOIO OYIHYIO TOJIOBYIII-
Ky moBecui? — Becesio mporosopu JleBymika XpamyHoB, MOa-
XOfisl K CBOEMY 3ayllIeBHOMY mpusiteso, MBaHy AJiekceeBuuy
JlonropyKoBy, CHIEBILIEMY 3 CTOJIOM B TABEPHE, UTO HAXOIMIIACH
Ha «IIPOCTIEKTe», O3 peku Herbl.

Dta TaBepHa HasbiBanach «Por M300MIMsI», U ee comepxka



Hemen Kapn LHlummepman. OHa B TO BpeMs Urpajia HeMaJlOBax-
HYIO pOJib: B HEe C IeJIbI0 KyTexkel coOnpasach BCsl 3HaTHASI MO-
JIofieXb, a Takxke 1 opuuepsl. Kapn Llummepman ymen norpad-
JIATb CBOMM BBICOKOPOAHBIM TOCTSIM, M 30JI0TO U3 KAPMAHOB I'0-
crel, mocemaBmux «Por n300mmms», mepexoanao B OOJbIIITe
KapMaHbl yTOAJIMBOIO HEMIIA.

Mornonoii kHs3b MBan [lonropykoB yacto OeiBan y [lummep-
MaHa B TaBEpHE U OCTaBJISUI TAM MHOTO JIEHET CO CBOUM TOBapH-
meM, ocutiepom [IpeodpaskeHCKOro mosjka XpamyHOBBIM.

— A, JleBymka, 310poBo! — NOAHUMAas FOJIOBY U PagysCh IpU-
XO[ly TOBAapHILA, IPOMOJIBUII OH.

— Ha c gero b1, iBaHy11Ka, T'OJIOBY-TO CBOIO OIYCTWJI? — Iie-
pecrtipocuin y ToBapuiia oguuep Jleymika XpanyHo. — C MeH-
[IIMKOBBLIM HE TIOJIAAWI, UTO Jn?

— Yro MeniukoB? He crpaien on mHe, Jlepa!

— Twl ipaBmy roBopwiib, MBaHyika, 00saThcsi MeHITMKOBA
TeOe He ciea. [IpoTtuB Hero y TeOs ecTh 3aUTHUK TOCHIIbHEN U
MOr'yliecTBeHHee MEeHIINKOBaA.

— Tel po rocynapsi ropopuiiib? Tak 10 HErO MeHsl Tenepb
HE JIONYyCKAlT. MEeHIIMKOB K cebe yBe3 rocyaapsi U CTepexer
ero, kak 1epoep. Hy na aBochk He Haponro. [Tetp-To AnekceeBud
CHJILHO MeHsI JIIOOWUT 1, HABePHO, CKOpO Mpu30BeT K cede! [la u
BIIPSIMb, KTO JIy4llle MEHSI €ro MoBeceUTh Aa 1Mo3adaBUTh MO-
KeT! DX, cKoper Obl 3TO CAYYHJIOch! Y3k mocMeeMcst Mbl TOT/Ia
Hajg AJIEKCaIlKou!

— Tuie, MBanymika, 4ro Tel Kpyuuniib? Y MeHIIMKOBa Be3e



€CTb YIIM U IJ1a3a.

— Jlait TOMBKO MOAPAacTH UMITEPATOpy, OH 0OpyOUT y MeHrm-
KOBA JIOJITHE YU U BBIKOJIET €70 HE B MEpY 30pKUE IJIa3a.

— Ox, UBanymika, ¢ ToOO¥ Kak pa3 HaKUBEIlb Oely HeMaJylo.
Tebe xoporto: y Te0s1, ToBOpIO, €CTh 3acTyna. A 3a MEHS KTO 3a-
crynurcs’?

— A g-10? 3a6bu1 ipo MeHsA? MEeHIIMKOBY XOTeJoCh YciaTh
meHs u3 [lutepa Kyna-HuOyab MOJabIIE, Ja He MPUIILIOCH.

— Nmniepatop 3actynuics 3a 1eds?

— Ja! MeHImuMKOB 3a1yMaJ ;KeHUTb TOCyAapsl Ha CBOEH J104e-
P4, HO 3TO €My HE NPUIETCS, — IOCMaTpuBasl U3 MPeJOCTOPOXK-
HOCTH 10 CTOPOHAM, TUXO IIPOrOBOPUJI KH:3b VIBaH.

— Kak ne npupaercs? [la Benp kHsikHa Mapust AjlekcaHIpOBHA
yXke 0ObsIBIIEHA HEBECTOM roCyaapsl.

— Yto x)e u3 toro? Toiapbko 0ObsABIEHA. A BEAb U B CAMBII
JeBUYHMK YACTO CBA/IbObI PACXOASATCS.

— 3Haemb, MBanyika, jgyyiie octaBuM IIpo TO ToBOpUTh. He
MECTO U He BpeMs. Thl JTydllle CKaku MHE IPUYMHY CBOEH I1eYa-
JIN.

— Yro roBoputh! Tel Moemy ropio, JleByiika, He TOMOXEIIIb.

— A xt0 3HaeT? MoxeT ObITh, 1 TOMOTY. ThI TOJBKO CKaXHU. . .
Benp 3Haemb, 9to 51 711 1051 BAPBI3T paciInOycCh.

— Cnacu6o, ciacu6o, JleBymika. .. Cirymai. .. BIoOJIeH 4. ..

— Tak c Toro u Tockyeib? 910 Ha TeOsI HE TIOXOIUT.

— A THI CLIPOCH, TOBAPHIII, B KOTO $I BIIIOOJIEH-TO?

— B koro, B koro?



— B rpadunio lllepemereny.

— Heyxemm Haransio Bopucosny nomo6un? [la kak 3o Te0st
yropazawio?.. I'pacuns Hatanss BopucoBHa He 1o tebe. ..

— 3Haio, JleBynika, 3Ha0! He croto s ee. OHa cBsitas, a 11...
Hy uro s mpotuB Hee?.. BecimabaniHeiil ryska.

— Jla pacckaxu, MIBaHy1Ka, KaKk 3TO CIIy4UJIOCh?

— VBugan s rpadpunio Hatasnblo, 1 oHa aylry Mol o3apuJa.
Bupan th1, JIeBymika, korga-unOyap Hatansio boprcoBhy?

— Pa3 tonpko Buzen.

— Hy, ny, uro? Kakoii oHa Tebe moka3anachs?

— TonpKo 1 Mory ckasarb TeOe, MiBaHyika: kpacoTa rpagpuHu
Haransu BopucoBHbI Kakas-To ocoOasi, He YeJoBeuecKasl.

— Nmenno, umenHo. .. Cawm s, JleByiika, co3Haro, 4To J0OUTh
TaKyIo JIEBYIIKY MHe He cyiesi. OHa BbIIIe JIIOOBH, f1... 51 He CMEI0
moouth rpaduHio Hatabio 1 Bce ke moomo ee.

— IlocBaraiics.

— Yto 181, uTO THI! Kakon s xxenux? [la rpaduns 3a MeHs1 U
He norzeT. Eil Bce MOM «Xyq0KeCTBa» U3BECTHBI, U CMOTPUT OHA
Ha MeHs Kak Ha OeciadairHoro Mmponomily U KyTHITy.

— YT0 %€ Thl HAMEPEH AeJaTh? — CIPOCUJT X PAITyHOB.

— IIutep, rynare — MOXET, B pa3ryJIbHOW KU3HU s M03a0yLy
CBOIO JIIOOOBb M B TBSHCTBE HAWIy ceOe yTexy, — C TSKEJIbIM
B3JI0XOM OTBETHJI TOBApHIIly KHs3b VIBaH.

— DX, cepneunblii moi! JKanp MHe TeOs1, a moMoub Tede MHE
HEYeM.

— W we nHano, JleBymika, mpeaocTaBb MeHsl MOer cyapOe. A



€CTh y MEHsI IPeAUyBCTBHE, UTO Cynb0a 10 100pa MeHs He JI0-
BeJIeT.

— [onxo, NBanyiika, He nieHsti Ha cyp0y. OHa TeOs Oaiyer,
U cYacThe ynblOHeTCs Tede.

— 29X, JleBymka, cyacrbe MO€e HENpo4HO. EcTh y MeHs npus-
TeJu, a OOJIBIIIE TOTO — HEIPYTOB, U CHJia Ha uX ctopone. Hy na
Y TO MOJIBUTh, He OOKCh 5 MX, He 0OI0Ch. S Bcel Tymion Jo0-
JII0 TOCyaaps v 10 rpoda — ero ciiyra BepHbIi U npegaHHbii. Kak
HU CWJIEH, KaK HU MOTYIIECTBEH CBET/IEUIINI KH3b MEHIIIUKOB,
3a0paTh B PyKH IIAPCTBEHHOTO OTPOKA 51 He JjaM! — TBEP/IbIM T0-
JocoM niporosopuit MiBan J1oJropykos.

— Tume, VBanynika, tTuine! — MCITyraHHO MPOMOJIBUJI €TI0 CO-
OeceIHUK. — 3a HaMH CIIEIAT.

— K0, KTO?

— OrisHUCh Ha3a/1 U YBUIUIIIb.

JonropykoB ObICTPO OOEpHYJICS M YBUIAJI KAKOTO-TO 3aKyTaH-
HOTO B ILIAI YeJIOBeKa B HaXJIOOYYeHHOW TPEYroJiKe, 3aK PhbIBaB-
1IeH MMOJIOBUHY €TI0 JIMIIA.

— Bunumis? — Tuxo cnipocun y JonropykoBa XparyHoB.

— Buxy... K10 3107

— Cekperapp MenmmkoBa, 31031H; g y3Hau ero. bena, eciam
OH TOJCIYIIAJ Halll pa3roop!

— A 310 51 cenyac y3Hao! — 1 JlonropykoB HanpaBuics K CTO-
J1y, 332 KOTOpPBIM CUZEJ IMYHBINA ceKpeTapb MeHIMKoBa, 31031H,
JOYIION U TeJIOM IpefaHHblii emy. — [locymiaiite, BbI... rocno-
IvH (uckan, 3a 0J7aro J1al0 BaM COBET: MepecsapTe 3a APYrou



CTOJI, HE TO OBITh TeOe OUTOMY, — TPOMKO M YT POKAIOIIUM TOHOM
IIPOMOJIBWJI EMY MOJIOZIOM KHS3b.

— Kro ngan tebe mpaBo, rocnoguH oduliep, HAHOCUTh MHE
ockopOsieHue? — THXO cpocui 3103UH, MEHSISICh B JIUIIE.

— B Mowmx ciioBax ocKopOIeHUsI He BUTHO, a UTO s Ha3BaJI TeOst
(puckasiom, Tak 3Ty KJIMYKY ThI BIIOJIHE 3ACITyXKWIL. . .

— ThI... THI, KHI3b, OTBETUIIIb 32 MEHSI.

— MoxeT ObITb. A 4TOOBI YK 320[IHO OTBEYATh, 51, KCTATH, I0-
Kosiouy TeOsi... BoH, KpanmBHOe ceMsi! — TpO3HO KPUKHYI Ha
31031Ha KHA3b VIBaH, 3aMaxuBasch Ha HETO.

JInunblii cekpetapb MeHIMKoBa noyes 3a 6;1aro peTupoBaTh-
Cs1 IPU IPOMKOM XOXOTE BCEX HAXOIMBIIMXCS B TABEPHE.

DTO NPOUCHIECTBUE ¢ 3I03UHBIM HE IMPOLLIO JApOM HH IS
kHA34 MBana [JonropykoBsa, HUA AJ1s €ro npuATesis XparyHOBa.
I'neB MeHmmKkoBa 0Opynics Ha HUX 000MX, B OCOOGHHOCTH Ha
6ennoro JleBymiky. HecMoTpsi Ha TO 4TO OH B OCKOpOJieHur 310-
31Ha He ObUT BUHOBEH, €ro, 10 MpuKazy ¢enpamapinaia MeHim-
KOBA, ITOCAJWIN «II0J CTPOrMM KapayJsl» IpH Nnojky. Yro kaca-
ercst JlonropykoBa, To OH ObUT JTIOOMMIIEM UMIIEpaTopa, a MoTo-
My MeHIIMKOB BOJIEi-HEBOIEH MPUHYK/IEH ObLT MaUTh CBOETO
Bpara. 3a ckaHjaja B TaBepHe [JoaropyKoB MOIUIATUIICS TOJIBKO
TpeMs IHSIMH apecTa, HO 32 3TOT apecT elrie Oosiee BOZHEHABHUIET
MeHI1mKoBa 1 BMECTE CO CBOMMHU MMEHUTBIMU POAMYAMU CTaJl
BCEMHM CHJIaMH cTapathcsi paccTpouthb Opak Ilerpa Il ¢ gouepsio
MeHnmkoBa.

Nmneparop-oTpok Tak npusssaica K VMeany Jlonropykosy,



YTO HE XOTeJN Pa3ydarhCsl C HUM M TpeOOBa, YTOOBI TOT BCera
HAXOAWJICA MU HeM. DTO MCHOMHSIIOCh, KH:3b VIBaH mprobpen
OTPOMHOE BJIMSTHUE HA rocygapsi, 1 MOTYIIIeCTBeHHbII MeHIu-
KOB ObUI €My Telepb HUCKOJILKO HE CTpallleH.

[Merp Bce Oonee u Hosnee cran oxJiaaeBaTh K CBOeMy IepBeu-
1IeMY MUHUCTPY U PETEHTY, BCIEICTBUE YEro MOryiecTBo MeH-
IIMKOBA NowmaTtHy/ock. B aepxasHom orpoke Ilerpe I cran mpo-
CBEUYMBATh HPAB €ro BEJIMKOTo JieJja: OH TpeOoBas OECIPeKOCIOB-
HOT'O MICTIOJIHEHUSI CBOMX MPUKA3aHUN, HE JIIOOWI HUKAKUX BO3-
PaKEHUN.

[lerpy He HpaBUIOCH MpedbiBaHUE B IoMe MEHIIMKOBA, U OH
C HeTepIeHueM 3K/1aJ1 TOTO JIHsI, KOIjla eMy MOXHO Oy/IeT BbleXaTb
B JIETHIOIO Pe3UIEHIIMIO, TO ecTh B Ilereprod, rae nms Hero ot-
JEJIBIBAJIA JBOPELL.

K cBoeii HeBecte Ilerp Toxke He OIAroBOIMII U HE CTapasics
CKpbIBaTh 3T0. OH MO LEJbIM HENENsIM He BUAAJICSA CO CBOE
HEBECTOH U BCAYECKH U30erai BCTped ¢ Helo.

KustxkHa Mapus v npexkae Majio BEpWia, 4To TOCyIaph kKe-
HUTCSl HA HeW, a Terepsb elle 0osiee COMHEBAIACh B 9TOM, BUJIS,
YTO OTHOIIEHUSI MEX/1y €€ YEeCTOTIOOUBBIM OTIIOM U JIeP:KaBHbIM
KEHUXOM OOOCTPUIIHCH.

— Marymika, HUKOrja, HUKOT/Ia MHE He ObITh KEHOI0 rocy/a-
ps! — ckazasia oHa ogHax bl Marepu. — OH CMOTPETh Ha MEHS HE
XOUeT, n30eraeT axe BCTPEYaThCsi CO MHOIO.

— Buxy, muasi, cama co3Haio, — ¢ TITyOOKMM B3[JOXOM OTBe-
tiia Hapes MuxaitioBHa. — 3HaTh, Bce 3aTed Hauero JJaHuibl-



ya OKOHYarcs HU4em!

— A s HUCKOJTBKO He coxkarieto 00 atom. Hy kakas s napuma?..
Benp BO MHE ITApCTBEHHOIO HUYEro HeT. Sl mavych TOJNBKO Ha
CBOIO Cy/IbOY 3JI0CYACTHYIO, KOTOpAsi pa3aydyusia MeHsl C MUJIBIM
cepally. .. beut y mens xenux, rpag Canera, — €ro OTHsUIA Y Me-
Hs1. [Tomobuna st kus3s Penopa [lonropykosa, gymana HalTH ¢
HUM CUaCThe B CYIIPYKECTBE — M C HUM MeHs pasnyuniu. U Bce
OTell... BCE MOU HECUACTbsI Uepe3 HEero! — co cie3aMu poroBo-
pwia kHsDkHa Mapus. — M 3ayem OH cuacThe Moe pa30OMBaeT,
3auem? [lonmu, Matynika, Beib MO€ MOJIOKEHUE yxkacHO! MeHs
OTell HaBsI3bIBAET rOCY/IapI0, KOTOPHIN HE TOJIBKO MEHsI He JIIOOHT,
HO JIa)ke CMOTpPETh He xoueT. U fenaeT 1o otel He u3-3a Jo0BU
KO MHE, HeT, a JIUIIb JUIsl CBOETO TIIEC/IaBHsl, JIIs1 CBOETO OO0JIb-
oro Moryuecrsa. Mimneparop — 341b... ECTb 4eM NOXBaJIuUTh-
ca!

— Ox, Maiuenska, munias! M cama s 3Hato, cama Bce BUKY, HO
4yTO k€ g nogeawo ¢ Jlanunsraem? Moux CJIOB OH U CIylIaTh HE
xoueT. Ocnen OH, He BUJIUT, YTO OKOJIO HEro rpo3Has Tyda Co-
Oupaertcs... Bparamu oH OKpyXkeH CO BCeX CTOPOH, caM TMOHET
U Ipyrux B noruGenb TsHeT. Bac, AeTOk cepaeyuHbIX, MHE Kaj-
KO. 3a 4TO BB, HETIOBUHHBIE, TepreTh Oynere? — yTupas Ciesbl,
npoMosBwiIa KHATUHA [apesa MuxaiyioBHa.

— Mary1ika, s Xo4y NOBUJATLCS C TOCY/IapeM, XOUY BbISICHUTh
CBOE IOJIOXKEHUE.

— 910 xoporto. Tebe naxe HEOOXOIUMO OTKPOBEHHO TEPero-
BOpHTH ¢ HUM. Tenepb rocyaapb qoma. Bot O6b1 TeOe, Marenska,



ceiyac K Hemy NOUTH?

— boa3no kak-ro.

— Yero xe TeOe 0osAThCcA? Boliay K rocyapio «mpsiMbIM JIH-
1IOM» U1 BCE €My CKaxu, 4TO ecThb y TeOsi Ha cepaue. Ha npasny
rocyapb OTBETHUT TeOe MpaBIou.

—4... a nouny.

— Umn, waun, gurarko moe. .. ['ocrions ¢ To00i1!

KusixkHa Mapust oOHsIIa MaTh M OTIIPABMIIACH HA TOJIOBUHY
umneparopa [lerpa, cBoero oOpy4eHHOro KeHuxa.

Nmneparpuna ExarepyHa AnekceeBHa CKOHYajach 6 Mas
1727 rona, a 27 mMasi TOTo e rofia MpoMCXOAUII0 00OpyJYeHHe JBe-
HaaaruieTHero uMmepatopa [lerpa c cemHaaaTuneTHe fode-
pblo KHs1351 MenmkoBa Mapuei.

[{apckoe oOpyudeHre TPOUCXOAUIO ¢ 0COO0N TOPKECTBEHHO-
CTBIO Y TIBIIIIHOCTHIO. B ToMe-1Bopiie MeHIMKoBa B TOT JIeHb Tie-
peObIBaIM BeCh TeHEPATIUTET U BCE BEJIbMOXHU rocyaapctna. [1o-
3IPAaBJISUIA UMIIEpaTopa, ero HapeueHHYI0 HEBECTY, a TAKkKe CH-
SIOIIETO W TOPKECTBYIONIETO MeHIMKOBA.

Kasxercs, B TOT ieHb ObUTH BCE CYACTIIMBBI, KPOME OIHOM T1ap-
CKOM HeBecThl. biieHast, nevasibHasi, ¢ 3arlakaHHBIMU [J1a3aMH,
XOJIO/THO MPUHUMAJIA OHA PUBETCTBUS ¥ MO3paBieHus. Kak 1o
oOpydYeHus, Tak ¥ Tocje Hero umMmeparop Iletp ObUT Mo-Tpesx-
HEeMY XOJIOJIeH K CBOEH HeBeCTe U Jlake U30erasl TOBOPUTSH C HElo.

KusixkHa Mapust Buziena 1o v peiwia B JIMYHOUN Oecefie Bbl-
SICHUTD BCe TMoJIoxeHue. Vst Ha monoBuHY keHuxa, OHa COCTa-
BUJIA Takoe OOpaIlieHue K Hemy:



«['ocynapp, ecnu s He HPABIIOCh BaM, TO OTKAKUTECH; €Ille
ectb BpeMs. He mo0s He xeHHTeCh; cede, rocyaapb, He OTpaB-
JISIATE J)KU3HU U MEHS He TyOuTe».

Mapus nofonuia K ABEpU U clierka puoTBOpHIIa ee; oHa Oblia
OJeqIHa KaK CMEpTh U CUJIbHO B3BOJIHOBAHA.

[ocynappb ObUT HE OMUH: C HUM HAXOMJIUCh €T0 CECTpa, BENu-
Kas KHskHA Haranbst AnekceeBHa, 1 AHapent iBanoBuy Octep-
MaH. Ha riedax y rocygapsi Obll HAKUHYT I1J1aIll.

—Yro ¢ Bamu? Bbl Tak Ore/iHbI! — CITpOCHIT Y BOIIIE/IITIEH HeBe-
crol [letp.

— 910 npoueT, rocyaaps!.. Ho MHe. .. MHE HaJJO TOTOBOPUTH
C BaMH, — poOKO cKazasia KHskHa Mapust.

— Tonbko He Teneps, Moxanyncra, He Teneps! S eny c cecr-
pou kararscs. CerogHs s NpUrotoBui Bce ypoku Anzapero Msa-
HOBUYY, U OH OTITyCKaeT MeHs Ha nporyJjky. He Tak jiiu, Anapen
MBaHoBUY? — 0OpaTHIICS] OH K CBOEMY BOCIUTATEIIO.

— CoBepIlieHHO CIIpaBeIMBO, Baile BeanuecTBo! Eciu Obl BbI
V3BOJIMJIA BCE JHU TaK MOATOTOBJISITH CBOM YPOKH, KaK CETOAHS,
TO s1 ObUT OBl HECKA3aHHO Paji TOMY.

— Bor Bcerna Tak, Harama, — oOpatuiicst umneparop K cect-
pe. — A yuych, a Aanpeit IBaHOBUY Ha3bIBa€T MEHsI JIEHTSIEM.

— AHppeii IBanoBrY moOUT TeOs 1 kemaeT 100pa, HAIo ero
ciymars, [lerpyia, — TOHOM cTapien cecTpbl 3aMeThIa HapeB-
Ha Haranps. ..

— S u cnymaro. Tonmeko AHapent ViIBaHOBUY BCe MOPUT MEHSI
Haj kauramu. Hy, Harama, enem, enem!



— locynaps, yaenure MHe HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, — TOJIOCOM, TTOJT-
HBIM MOJTBOBI, IIPOMOJIBIJIA OeTHAsT KHsKHAa Mapws.

— Tonbko He Teneps, kKHaKkHA. A eny. — U, ckazas 310, IleTp
TIO/I PYKY C CECTPOM TIOCHEIIHO BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI.

VI

I[Tpo11110 HECKOIBKO BPEMEHH, M Y UMIIEPATOPA BO3ZHUK HOBBIN
NOBOJ, [U1s1 pa3ApakeHusl MPOTUB MeHIMKOBA.

— Kakas nep3octb... Kakas HecibixaHHasi nep3octb! Kak on
CMeJ ociyniatbes Moed Boim?.. ... g 3acraBmo MeHImMKoBa
MOBUHOBATLCA MOMM MOBENECHUAM. 1 — nMmnepartop! — He roBo-
PUJI, @ THEBHO BBIKPUKHUBAJI UIMIIEPATOP-OTPOK.

OH ObLT CUJIBHO pa3/ipaXkeH MOCTYITKOM MEeHIIMKOBA, 3aKJTI0-
YaBLIEMCS B CJIELYIOLIEM.

[erepOyprckue KaMEHIIMKH, HAKHMBIIME XOPOLIME NEHBIH
Omaromapst 6onpiM noctpoiikam B [letepOypre u ABMKUMBIE
0J1aroqapHOCTbIO, MOAHECTN OTPOKY-UMIIEPATOpy Ha POCKOIII-
HOM Omofie IeBATh ThICSY 4EpBOHLEB. [ocyaaph mocian 3T
JeHbI'u ¢ obep-kamepauHepoM KaiicapoBeiM K CBOel cecTpe, Be-
nukon KHskHe Hatanmee AnekceeBHe. KavicapoB HanpaBuiics BO
JBOpeELI, HO MOBCTPEYAJICs C KHsA3eM MEHIIMKOBBIM.

— Tel Kya Hecelllb YepBOHIIBI? — CIIPOCKJI OCTAEAHUH Y 00ep-
KaMep/vHepa.

— K ee BicouecTBY Haranbe AjekceeBHe.

— Kr0 nocnan?



— Nmneparop.

— Mmnepatop ene o4eHb MOJIOI U HE 3HAET, Ha 4TO CIEeLyeT
yIoTpeOsATh AEHbIM; OTHECU UX KO MHE, a 1 YBUXKY rocyaaps u
MIOrOBOPIO C HUM.

KaiicapoB cTosi1 B HEpEIIMMOCTY U HE 3HaJl, YTO JeJaTh; OH
00sJICA HAPYIIUTD MPUKAa3aHUE UMIIepaTopa, a Takke Oracaics
CBOMM HEMNOC/TYIIIAHUEM ITPOTHEBUTh BCECHJILHOTO BEJIbMOXKY.

— Yt0 ke Thl cromib? Hecu yepBOHILIBI KO MHE! — KPUKHYJ
MOCJIeIHUN. — ] TpUKa3bIBalo.

— Cirymao, Bania CBETIOCTb! — MOKOpHO npousHec Kavicapos,
Y HOBEHbKHME YEPBOHIIbI OUYTHJIMCh HE Yy CECTpPbI rocyaaps, a y
MeHiukoBa.

HMniepaTop-oTpoK B TOT K€ JA€Hb MOeXasl BO JBOpEL] HaBe-
CTUTB CBOIO cecTpy Haranplo AnekceeBHy, a Takke CBOKO Kpaca-
BUILy TETKY, llapeBHY Enuzasery IleTpoBHy.

— Hy uro, Haraia, noBosibHa v Thl MOMM NOfapkom? — ca-
MOJIOBOJIBHO YJIBIOASICh, CIIPOCHJI OH y CECTPHI.

— Kakum nogapkom? — ynuBriach BeIUKas KHAKHA.

— Benp s npucnan te6e ¢ KalicapoBbiM JeBSATh THICSY HOBEHb-
KHMX YEpPBOHLIEB.

— Hu yepBon1ieB, nu KaiicapoBa s 1 B 171a3a He BUaja.

— Kak ne Buymana? He moxer ObiTh! { ceftuac 310 y3HaMw...
y3Halo, — ¢ BoJIHeHUueM mnporoBopu Ilerp u npukaszan no3parb
Kaiicapogsa.

Tot 6e3 60sI3HM paccKazal pa3rHeBAHHOMY TOCYIapio O Mpo-
UCILIECTBUY C YEPBOHIIAMH.



Nmriepatop-0TpoK pa3pasuiics yrpo3amu NpoTuB MeHIIMKO-
Ba.

— Ax, 6etabIil Mol [etst! MEeHIIMKOB CJIMIITKOM MHOTO 3a0paJt
BJIACTU ¥ CMOTPUT Ha TeOs KaKk Ha MaJIbuMKa, — C yJIbIOKOH Mpo-
roBopuia Haranbs AnekceeBHa.

— Hy, s Hay4dy ero cMOTpeTh Ha MEHS Kak Ha umrieparopa. 1
cenyac ke MpuKaxy emy BO3BpaTUTh YEPBOHIIBL. S cernyac noemy
u notpelyio y MeHIIMKoBa OTYeTa.

BepnyBimch k cede, UMIIEpaTop-OTPOK ceituac ke morpedo-
BaJI K ceOe MeHmmkoBa. Asiekcanp JlaHUIOBUY He 3aCTaBUII Ce-
0s1 TOXKUIATHCS U CBOEH BEJTMYABOM MOXOIKOH BOIIIe B KAOMHET
rocygaps. Ilerp cBoMM OTpPOYECKMM I'PO3HBIM B3IJISIIOM BCTpe-
TWJI BpeMeHIMKa. OgHako MEeHIMKOB HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYTHUJICS
Y TBEPIO BBIICPKAJ TOT B3IJIALL.

— Kak 1bI cMe1, KHs13b, IOMENIATh UCTIOJTHEHUIO MOETO MPUKa-
3a? — THEBHO ITPOrOBOPMJI UMIIEPATOP, BO3BbIIIAS CBOM IOJIOC.

— §1 HMKorga, rocyaapb, He Mellalo UCTIONHSTh Balll MPUKa-
3bl, €CJIA OHU CJTYXKAaT K BallleMy BEJIMYMIO M K BEJIMYMIO HallleH
3eMJIU, — CIIOKOMHO MPOMOJIBUJI MEHIIMKOB.

— I'1e yepBOHIIbI, KOTOpBIE 51 OTIIPaBUJI CETOAHSA B MOJAPOK K
cectpe? I'ne onn? Kak cMe Tbl HE MOCIaTh UX M0 HA3HAYEHUIO ? —
Bce Oosiee u Oonee ceprsich, BOCKIMKHYJ TOCYIaph.

— Benomo Tebe, rocynapp, 4To Haia ka3Ha uctoieHa? Bor s
U 3ayMa OblIO yOTpeOUTh 3TU JEBATH ThICSAY YEPBOHIIEB HA
OoJtee MoJie3HOe JeJI0 M 00 STOM XOTeJI CerOHs Ke MPEJICTaBUTh
BallIEMY BEJIMYECTBY ITPOEKT.



— Bce 310 Tak, HO He 3a0BIBal, KHSI3b, YTO 51 — TBOM UMIIepa-
TOpP, @ Thl — MOY NOAJAHHBIN... Thl HE cMeelb HapylaTh MOU
npukazanus!.. He cmeens!.. — VI uMmiepatop-oTpok co 37100010
nocMmoTpen Ha MeHimmkoBa. — § 3actaBiio, s1 Hay4dy TeOsi MHE
MIOBUHOBAThCS, — 100aBuI [leTp u cepanuTo OTBEpHYIICS OT CBO-
€ro MepBOro MUHUCTPA.

MeHIIIMKOB ObLT MOPaKeH U YUBJICH: TAKUM I'PO3HBIM OH HU-
korza He Bunai Ilerpa; B cjioBax M B I1a3ax HapCTBEHHOI'O OTPO-
Ka ObUT BUJIEH Terephb ero BeMukuii aes. Mimneparop-oTpok, J10-
TOJIe OOSI3IMBBIA M TIOKOPHBIH, BAPYT MEPEMEHMUIICS U 3arOBOPUIT
rOJIOCOM UMEIOIIEr0 BEPXOBHYIO BJIacTh. MEHIIIMKOB CMOTpEJ Ha
[lerpa kak Ha MaJIbYMKa, ¥ 3TOT MAJIbUMK TeNEpb CTaJl IPUKA3bI-
BaTh, MOBEJIEBATH EMY !..

«YT0 310 3HaUMT?.. §l HE y3HAIO rocyaapsi, OH KpUYMUT HA Me-
Hsl, PUKa3bIBAECT... BuaHo, JlOIrOpyKOBbl BOOPYKUJIM MPOTUB
mens [letpa... 310 — ux padoTa... Ux», — nogymasn AsieKcaHap
JlaHuI0B1Y, TIOHYPs1 CBOIO TOJIOBY, M TUXO, IOKOPHO MPOU3HEC:

— I'ocynapp, Bailie BEJIMYECTBO. .. TTOJIOKHU THEB HA MIJIOCTB ! ..
UYepBOHIIBI 51 ceilyac ke MOILTI0 BEJIMKOM KHSIKHE, ceryac Mo-
uuto. .. [Ipukaxeris, erie cBoux A06aBmo!

— TBouX, KHsI3b, HU MHE, HU MOEH CecTpe He Hajl0; Oeperu ux
ce0e u mpejiarath MHe He cMell. Ho, MoBTOpsI0, MEHs BOJIHYET,
YTO ThI, KaXeTcs, 3a0bUI, UTO 51 — UMIIEPATOP, — THEBHO U C JI0-
CTOMHCTBOM IiporoBopu Iletp.

MEHIIIMKOB UCITyTaHHO MPUTHX.

— IIpocth, rocygapp, — 4yTh CJBIIIHO TPOTrOBOPHII OH.



Hmmneparop-oTpok umMen godpoe, MoJaTivBoe Cepile, emy
CTaJIO Kajb MEHIIMKOBA, U OH, MPOTATMBasi €My PYKYy, COBED-
HIEHHO CIIOKOMHO IMPOU3HEC:!

— Kus3b, Ha 9TOT pa3 s1 TeOs mpolao U He THeBaloCh Ha TeOsl.

MeHIMKOB MOA000CTPACTHO PACKIIAHSIICS.

Sta npuHMKEHHOCTD OKpblia [lerpa I1; on cran eme 6onee
OTHANATBCSA OT CBOEro nepBoro MUHUcTpa. Kak HM xutep Obul
MeHIIMKOB, HO, c/ieaB OOJIbIION MPOMax UCTOPHUEN C YEPBOH-
1[aMU, OH OKOHYATETbHO BOCCTAHOBHJI MPOTHB ce0s1 IOHOTO TOCY-
Japs 1 ero cectpy uapesHy Haransio.

VIMniepaTop-0TpoK € BETMKUMHU KHS)KHAMU M CO BCEM JBOPOM
nepeexal B [lereprod u upe3BbluaiiHO paioBaJICsl TOMY, YTO Bbl-
pBaJICs U3-TIO]1 ONEKHU, U3 JoMa MeHIuKoBa, u Anekcanap /la-
HWIOBUY CTAJI OIIACATBCS, YTO JHU €T0O BIACTH COUTEHBI.

K stomy erie npucoenuuuics ero paspsis ¢ OctepMaHoM, KO-
TOPOro MeHIIIMKOB BOCCTAaHOBHJI IPOTHUB Ce0s1 CBOUM 3aHOCUM-
BbIM XapaKTEepPOM.

Kak-to MenmmkoB cran ynpekars OcrepmaHa Tem, 4TO OH
TUIOXO CJIEUT 32 BOCIIUTAHUEM M 0Opa30BaHMEM IOHOTO FOCyAapst
u 3a ero npenofasarensiMu. He obomutock 6e3 yrpo3. 1o oou-
neno OcrepMana, U MEXIY ABYMsI BAJKHBIMA MUHUCTPAMH ITPO-
W30ILIEN pa3pbIB.

Opnnako Menmukos, ynpekasa OcrepmaHa B IUIOXOM BOCIH-
TaHuM rocyaapsi, 61 rpas. Mimneparop-oTpok, Haxoasich B Ile-
Teprode, rnpenaBajics pa3IuvyHbIM YBECEJIEHUSIM U Pa3BICUeHU-
SIM ¥ He oOpalljaJl HNKaKoro BHUMaHHsI Ha KHUTU U HA TIPerio-



nasaresniedd. Ternepb Py HEM HEOTIIYYHO HAXOWJICS KHs13b VIBaH
JlonropykoB; OH U300peTa s OHOTO TOCYAapsl pa3InJIHbIe 3a-
0aBbl M pa3BJicUeHNs, U OHU 00a IieJibie THU MTPOBOAMIIM TO HA
oxote, To Ha mporysnke. [Ipo cBo0 00pyUYeHHYI0 HEBECTY TOCY-
Japb COBceM 3a0bUT U 0OOpaTHJI BCE CBOE OTPOUECKOE BHUMAaHUE
Ha KpacaBuIly TETKY, lapeBHy EnmzaBery, kotopas Toxe Obia
HE MPOYb NMOKOKETHUYATh C KPACUBBIM IIEMSTHHUKOM.

OnHasx/pl, TyJsisi C HEIo 1o neTepropckomy napky, UMIiepa-
TOp CKazaJl eu:

— AX, JIusa, THI He 3HaEIb, KaK S JI00I0 TeOs, Kak 000! ..
$1 ToMbKO TOT/IAa M Becest, KOrJa Thl CO MHOIO.

— Cnacu6o, rocyaapb-IuieMsIHHUK, — OTBETHIIA €My KPacaBH-
112 IapeBHa, CJIerKa yIbi0asch.

— Tol Bce cMeenbest HalO MHOM, JIn3a, BCce cuuTaelllb MEHs
MaJIbUUKOM.

— Her, Th1 B3pochbiii, y TeOs1, [leTpyia, ycbl mpoOuBaioTcs.

— Ila nmepecranb Thl cMeAThCA, JIuza! — TOnHYB HOromw, Ka-
MIPU3HO TIPOTOBOPHII UMITEPATOP-OTPOK. — Tede BOT cMerHo, a
MHE TOPBKO. .. OUYeHb T'OPBKO.

— C yero, Ilerpyienbka?

— A ¢ Toro: 1 BoT 104 JI00JII0, a Thl MEHS HE JIIOOUIIID.

— 4 ve mo6mo Teds? Yro Thi, [lerpyma! 4 moOmo Teds kak
rocy/apsi, Kak rjieMsHHHUKA.

— U tonpko!.. A ... s modmo 1eds 6oibie. S BOT moapacty
Y HETIPEMEHHO JKEHIOCh Ha Tele.

—Bor kak?.. A b1, [leTpymia, 3a6b11, uTO Y TEOsI €CTh HeBecTa?



— Her y MeHsI HUKaKOW HEBECThI, — XMYpPO IMPOMOJIBUJ IOHBII
rocynapb.

— A no4yb MenmmkoBa, Mapus?

— He BcnomuHaii MHe nipo Hee, JIuza! { u cabluaTs npo Hee He
xo4y. OHa 1 caM MEHIIMKOB CTPAlIHO, CTPALIHO HAJOEN MHe!
— Crano ObITh, TOCYAAPb, ThI HE JIIOOUIIL CBOSH HEBECTHI?

— Pazymeercs, ne moomo. .. Tebs s mobmo, Jluza.

— He 060 MHe peub, rocynapb, a 0 TBOEH HeBecTe 00pyUEHHO.

— Y MeHs HeT HeBecThl, HeT!.. [Joub MeHIIMKOBa MHE HE HeBe-
cra. Kakast ona mHe HeBecta? ¥V Hee Obul xeHUX, rpad Canera,
MyCTh OHA 32 HETO U BBIXOIUT.

— Kak xe Tak, [lerpyma? A ka3 MeHIIIMKOB?

— Yro mHe MenmmmkoB? § — umnepatop, a MEHIIIMKOB — MOU
noaganHbiii! Hag BCAKMM MONJaHHBIM S UMEIO BJACTh U MOTY
YHUUTOXKUTH, Pa3IaBUTh BCIO CUTy MEHIITMKOBA, — CBEPKHYB IJ1a-
3aMHU, TPOMKO ITPOrOBOPUII UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK.

— Ilerpyma, st 60tock TeOs. Thl IOXOXK HAa MOEro OTia — Ha
BEJIMKOro uMmnepartopa. I B TBOMX 171a3ax, 1 B TBOEM ToJIOCE
y3Hal0 MOEro OTIIa, a TBOETO Je/a.

— Ha, na, JIuza! He onHa Thl, a 1 MHOTHE Jpyryue HaXo[sT BO
MHe OOJIBIIIOE CXOZICTBO C MOHIM JIE/IOM, BEJTUKUM UMIIEPATOPOM.
O, Kak xenaJ Obl s OBITh BO BCEM TOXOKUM Ha Hero!.. BeITh Ta-
KM TOCy/IapeM — OOJIbIIIOE CYACThE.

— Moii oten, [Terpymia, mo6un yautbest. OH BCIO KU3Hb YUUII-
col.

— Tol ynpekaeliib MeHsI B JIEHA? — CO B3[JOXOM CIIPOCHJI UM-



NepaTop-OTPOK.

— Her, Her, 4 TOJIBKO TOBOPIO.

— Jluza, He Bce ke MHE cuueTh 3a kKHuramu! MHe xouer-
Cs1 IOBECEJIUThCS, TIOTYJISATh, Teneps Jieto. HactynuT 3uma, Hau-
Hy yuuTbcs... A MeHumkosa, Jlu3a, s ckopo ykpoiy, A Jam
emy cebs 3HaTh. BoT et kusa3b VIBaH, BUIHO, HA OXOTY MEHS
3BaTh... Otragan s, Bans? Tel Ha OXOTYy HpuUIlIe] MEHS 3BaTh?
Tak? — Beceno nporosopu IleTp, uas HaBcTpeuy cBOEMy JIO-
oumiry.

— He coBceM Tak, rocygaps, — orsetii Jlonropykos. — [Tocon
OT KH$1351 MeHIIMKoBa MPUOBLI, TOCYIaph.

— 3auem eme?

— MeHIMKOB TSKKO OOJIeH. .. Bapyr 3axBopall... mpu cMmep-
td... [Ipocut Te0s1, rocyaapb, HAaBECTUTh €r0, IMUCHMO MTPHUCIIAL.

— Kak 310 ckyuHo!.. 4 He noeny. JIuza, He exath?

— Bons TBO#, rocynaps.

BonbHOI MeHmmkoB 61 B cBoeM MMeHnr B OpaHueHdayme
¥ OTTY/Ia TIPUCTIAJI TOHIIA C MMCBMOM K rocyaapio. OHO ObUIO Ha-
MMCAaHO JIPOXKAILEI0 PYKOIO, TEMUIO M KPACHOPEUMBO; B HEM AJIeK-
canp JlaHWI0BUY NPOILIAJICS ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM-OTPOKOM, YBEIIle-
BaJ ero ObITh IPABOCY/AHBIM, MMPUHUMAThL coBeThl OcTepmaHa 1
JPYTUX YECTHBIX M IIPABJIMBBIX BEJIbMOXK, yKa3biBas [leTpy Ha ero
HapcKue 00sI3aHHOCTH OTHOCUTEIbHO Poccyu U T. 1.

Kpome Toro, MeHIMKOB, MPUTOTOBJISAACh YMUPATh, TOCHIAT
MUCbMa TAKKE U K YIEHaM BEPXOBHOI'O COBETA, TOPYYaJl UM CBOIO
CEMBIO U MTPOCUJI TPOUICHHM S, €CJIA COTPELUI TIEPe] KEM.



Anekcanap JIaHUIOBAY M HA CaMOM JieJie ObUT OYeHb cJ1ad: OH
CTpajiaji CHJIbHOW JIMXOPAJIKOHN U KaIUTST KPOBBIO.

Borsteii-HeBorieli IOHOMY rocyapio MPHUIILUIOCh OTJIOKUTH OXOTY
Y paJy MPUIAYKS MT0eXaTh HABECTUTh OOJIBHOTO MUHUCTPA.

Anexcannp [danunoBud, Xymou, OnemHbId, pacciaOieHHbINA
JIMXOPAIKOIO, TIPUHSIT CBOETO JIEPKABHOTO TOCTS JieXkKa B TIOCTe-
JIN.

— [IpocTh, rocygaps, 4To JeKy rnepe;] TBOMM UMIIEPaTOPCKUM
BEJIMYECTBOM. .. BcTas Obl, 1a HE MOTY, — CJIa0bIM TOJIOCOM TPO-
TOBOPUJI OH. — YMHpaTh 51 COOpaJICs, TOCyIaph.

— 3auem ymupars? Kusu.

— YTO )WTh, KOIJIA )KU3Hb HEMOIITHOTO CTapUKa Tereph cTajia
HUKOMY He HyxHa? [loxui1, mociaykui, mopa OYUCTUTh MECTO
JPYTUM, MOJIOJIBIM, & MHE Y Ha TIOKOU. .. Bepoyn u mpaBiou ciy-
KU 51, TOCYIapb, TBOEMY BEJIMKOMY A€dY; CYyKUJI UMIIepaTpy-
1ie Ekarepune u Tebe 1ymai mociayXuTh HEUIETPUATHO, a He
cynui bor, He cynui.

Tyt MeHIMKOB cHIbHO 3aKauuiscsa. OH CTOHaJI U MeTaJcs.

Korna npunaok Karisi MUHOBaJI, MEHIITMKOB OIAThH 3ar0BO-
puI:

— locynape, Korjia MeHsl He CTaHeT, BhOepu cede I0CTOMHOTO
MIOMOITHUKA, XOTh OCTepMaHa; OH XOTSI U HEMeIl, HO, KaXeTcs,
moout Poccuto u 1ebs1, rocynaps. JlepkaBa TBOsI BeJIMKa, OTHAKO
He ycTpoeHa. TBo# 1e/1, TOKONHBIN UMIIepaTop, MHOTO TPYIUII-
cs1, MHOTO MM Ha4aTo, HO He KOHUEHO, U Te0e, rocyaph, MpU/IeT-
cs1 TokaH4ymBarth. [locmyxu 3emiie 1 Hapoxy, 1 3a 310 bor Bo3Be-



auT TeOs1, Kak BO3BEJIMUYWII TBOETO BeJHKoro fena. [locnemyit
€My, OH JJO CaMOM CBOE! CMEPTH HEYCHINMHO Tpyauics. Ecim g B
YeM COrpelInyI WM MPOBUHUJICS Tiepell TOOOI0 — MPOCTU MEHs,
BEPHOTro U npenaHHoro tede pada. [Ipoctu ymuparomiemy. .. Bu-
vt Bor, 4to Bce Mou kenaHus ObUTA K TBOEMY, rocyaaphb, Ona-
TOICHCTBHIO U K OJIAarOfIEeHCTBUIO TBOETO HAPOAA.

— 3Haio 1 Bepio, KH3b Asiekcanp JlaHnI0BUY, — C BOJIHEHU-
em nporoopu Ilerp, KOToporo TpoHynu cTpaaaHvs MeHmu-
KoBa. — TeOe Bpe/iHO, KHSI3b, MHOTO TOBOPHTH, HE JIyUIIIe JIU OT-
JIOKUTH JI0 IPyroro pasza?

— $1 centyac OKOHYY U 3aJ€p)KMBATh Ballle UMIIEPATOPCKOE Be-
nyectBO He Oyny. Tenepb MHe Bce paBHO. .. IHU MO COUYTEHBI.
[ocynapb, ympy s, He OCTaBb MO€il ceMbu, MallleHbKU He TO-
KWHb, OHA — TBOSI OOpyUYeHHAasI HEBeCTa U JJOJDKHA, TI0 boxkbemy,
OBbITh TBOEH keHOI. .. CKaku, rocyaapb, KEHUIIbCS Thl HA HE?
Borom mipoiiry, ckaxu... Ycnokou ymupaioiiero crapuka! — U
MeHIMKOB 3aru1aka.

NMnepatop-oTpoK XMypoO MOTYAJL.

— Tb1 MomuuIIb, rocyaapb, Momuuiib? Ctano ObITh, TH OTIY-
MaJl KEeHUTbCS Ha Moen Jouepu? Ckaxu, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO.

— O xenutnbe, KHs3b, 51 He Aymaio. [la u paHo MHe TymaThb
O TOM.

— Ho Beap Tb1, TOCynaph, 00pyUYmIICsS ¢ MOEH JOYEphIO U J1071-
’K€H KEHUTbCS Ha HEW, a He Ha JIPyrou, — JPOXKaIIUM F0JI0COM,
MIPEPBIBAEMBIM CJIE3aMU, IIPOrOBOPUIT KH:I3b MEHIIIMKOB.

— 51 He rOBOPIO, YTO KEHIOCh HA IPYTOM, HO IPOCTO-HAITPOCTO



0 MOeii JKeHUTHOE ellle paHO TOBOPUTb, — CYXO OTBETHII TOCYAApb.

DTH CJIOBA HECKOJIBKO YCIIOKOWJIM MEeHIMKOBA.

[Merp Hemonro mpoOb1 B OpanreHOayme u nocriemmw B [le-
Teprod, rae ero xjaanu OJU3KUe ero cepily JIoau.

Kpenkuii opranu3aM M MCKYCCTBO Bpaueil MOMOINIMA KHSI3IO
MeHIIMKOBY, ¥ OH CTajl OBICTPO TOMPABIATHCS, K HEYAOBOJb-
CTBHIO CBOMX BparoB, KOTOPbIE [yMaJlv, YTO CMEPTh M30aBUT UX
OT BCECWJIBHOTO BPEMEHIIIMKA.

bone3np ornamia MeHIIMKOBa OT HMMIEPATOPa-OTPOKA;
MHOT'ME A€J1a IO TOCYJApCTBY YK€ PEeIaIvCh, MUHYs €0, PETeH-
Ta ¥ IepBOro MuHuctpa. [Ipu gBope crany npuBbIKaTh K €ro OT-
CYTCTBUIO; €ro 3aMeHWIn JlonropykoBbl, U CBET/Ias 3B€3/1a BCe-
CHJIBHOTO BPEMEHIIMKA CTasla OTYyXaTb.

Ho Anexkcanap Jlannnosuy enie He najajn JyxoM; OH HaJesiI-
Cs1 IOMPABUTB JIeJI0 U OBITh NO-TIIPEKHEMY IEPBbIM YEJIOBEKOM B
rocyJapcTBe.

J1J151 9TOrO OH pelInI BOCTIONb30BAThCS CEAYIOLIUM CITyYaeM.

B cBoem pockomHoM nmenun B OpanueHO6ayme OH Ha3HAYMIT
B TIEPBBIX UHUCJIaX CEHTSIOps OCBAIIEHNE IEPKBU M CTal JOMO-
raTbCsl TOro, YTOObl HA 3TOM JYXOBHOM TOPXECTBE MPUCYTCTBO-
BaJI TOCYJaph, TAK KaK 9TO Cpa3y YHUUTOKUIIO OBl CITyXU O HETIPH-
SI3HEHHOM OTHOLIEHMHU K HeMmy [lerpa.

OH yHWKEHHO M 4yTh HE CO cje3aMu cTaj npocuTh ller-
pa nocetuTb OpaHrueHO6ayM 1 CBOMM BbICOYAUIITMM MTPUCYTCTBU-
€M OCYACTJIMBUTb €ro, HEMOIIIHOTO CTAPUKA, U BCIO €r0 CEMBIO.
[TpockOBI TPOHYM TOCYAAPS: OH AAJ CIOBO OBITh.



BecesnbiM 1 pagoctHbM BepHyJsicsi Mennmkos u3 Ilereproga
Y 3aHSJICS TPUTOTOBJIEHUEM K ITpeCTosAIEMY TopxkecTBy. [Tocie
OCBSIICHUS [IEPKBU ObLT Ha3HAUeH OOJIBIION Mpa3JHUK C Yro-
IIEHUEM U TIOAAPKaMHU 711 IPOCTOrO HapoJa, a B CBOEM [IBOP-
ue Anekcanap JJaHunoBud yctpanBai B A€Hb ITPUE3/IA OHOTO I'O-
cyaapsi Takou 0aJl, KOTOPhIA CBOUM BEJTUKOJIETTEM JOJIKEH ObLI
3aTMHTh BCE MTPEKHUE OATHI.

«[Ipuenet rocyaapsp, s mocTapach OObSICHUTLCS C HUM U TIO-
JIOXY KOHEI] BCeM CIUIeTHsIM. § mo-nipeskHemy Oyly BEpXOBHBIM
MUHHCTPOM B TOCYIapCTBE M BCEX CBOMX HEIPYTOB 3aCTaBIIIO
MOJTYaTh U MIOBUHOBATHCSI MHE, HE TO — TOpe UM OyIeT», — JymMall
MeHIIMKOB, 3aHATHIN XJIONOTaMU 10 YCTPOMCTBY MpPa3JHUKA.

— Bariomka, MHe HaJIo CKa3aTh BaM HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, — 00pa-
TWJIACh K HEMY BOIIIE/IINas B KaOWHET KHskHA Mapusi, o0pyueH-
Has HeBecrta umneparopa I[lerpa II.

— Ilocne, nocre. .. He Teneps. .. s Tak 3aHAT PUTOTOBJICHU -
MHU.

— Her, MHe Haf0 NeperoBOPUTH C BAMM CETOJIHS, — HACTOMYU-
BO ITPOMOJIBWJIA KHSTKHA.

— Ilouemy ke HEPEMEHHO cerofHs?

— A motomy, 4TO 3aBTpa odeman ObITh Y HAC TOCYIaph, MOU
JKEHHX, — MTOCJIETHME CI0BA KHS)KHA CKa3aJla ¢ HACMEIIKOW, — U
Bbl JIOJDKHBI BBISICHUTh €MY TOJIOKEHUE. . .

— 41 He monumaro teds1, Marma.

— JlaBHO 11, GaTIoONIKa, BBl CTAJIM TaK HeMOHATIMBLL? [Ipomry
Bac OOBSICHUTh MHE, UTO 5 TaKoe. .. 1 — mapckas HeBecra, Tak?



— Pazymeercs.

— Barromika, Be 3a0myxaaetecs! Heyxenn B qymaere, uTo
rocyJapb )KeHUTCSI Ha MHE U s Oyy Lapuieit?

— Th1 — 0OpyueHHas apcKast HeBecTa.

— O6pyuenHasi!.. bationika, 1a pa3Be Bbl HE BUANTE, UTO MPO-
VCXOIUT BOKPYT Hac? l'ocynapb Ha MEHS U CMOTPETh HE XOYET,
OH COBCEM 3a0bLJI, UTO Ha CBETE CYIIECTBYET HECUaCTHasI KHSKHA
Mapusi, KOTOpYIO UyTh HE HACUJIBHO OOpYYMIIM ¢ HUM. baTionka,
3a4eM BBl C/INIAN 3TO, 3a4€M BbI IOTyOrIIu MeHs1? — Y KHSIKHBI
APOTHYI TOJOC, U TIO €€ OJIeTHBIM IIeKaM MOTEKJIN CIIE3HI.

— 4... s noryoun teés? — ¢ yIuBJIeHUEM BOCKJIMKHYJI MeH-
HIMKOB. — OlyMaics, 4To Thl TOBOPUILIb U C KEM FOBOPHUIIb!

— IIpocture, GatiomiKa, s CO3HAIO, YTO MOM CJIOBA I'PYOBI, UTO
MHe He CcJieoBasio Obl Tak TOBOPUTH ¢ Bamu. Ho 4to ke MHe zie-
narb? Benpb s u3Myuwmiiach OT JIyM M OT Tep3aHuil. MeHs1 0opy-
YWY, a )KEHUX W 3HaTh MEHs He Xxouer. Jla v He napa s rocyaa-
pIo, Be/lb OH — MaJIbuuK. Jlaske B TO BpeMsi, KOrga rocyiapb kil
B HAIlleM JIOMe, W TOrJa OH M30erana roBoputh co MHOW. [TycTh
JIy4llle OTKAXKETCS OT MEHS Tocyaaph.

— 4l... a1 3Hal0, ubell HeBecTOW xoueTcs Tede ObITh... Ele,
BUIHO, He 3a0puta Pemopa JlonropykoBa? — cepaMTO 3aMETHUT
J04Yepy KHA3b MEHIINKOB.

— W Hukoraa He no3adyay ero.

— Iloxanyit, MOMHH. .. TBOE JIeN0. .. TOJIBKO €ro KeHOH Thl He
Oyzelb.

— Ko 3Haer, Gariomka! Byayiee ot Hac 3aKpbITO HEMTPOHHU-



1aeMoii 3aBecoii. Bbl BOT aymaiu, uTo 51 6y/ny HapCKoIO KEHOM.
— W Gygners, Oynenis! — rpo3Ho KpukHy Ajnekcanap Januo-
BUY, BCE €lIle, TT0-CBOeMY BJIACTOTIOOMIO U TIIECIABHIO, TyMaB-
WA BHIIATH JOYb 32 UMITEPATOpa-OTPOKA.
— barromka, u ceifyac Bbl He TepsieTe Haek/Ibl BbIIaTh MEHSI
3a rocygapsi? — ¢ HACMEIIKOIO CIIPOCHJIa y OTIIa KHskHA Mapusi.
— [Ha... He Tepsm. ..
— IloBTOpS10, BB 3201y /1a€TECh.
— DTO MBI YBUIIUM. .. A TeNepb OCTaBb MEHS, S 3aHAT.
[MonauB B cebe B310X, OeqHast KHsKHA Mapus BhIIILIA U3 Ka-
OuHeTa.

VII

Hacrynun neHs TopxkecTBa; Bce ObUIO MPUTOTOBJIEHO K MpPU-
e3/y rocyaaps. B nepksu 111 Hero ObUIO ClIeTaHO BO3BBILLICHUE
¢ OanmaxuHOM, YKpallleHHOe JIOpOoruM OapxaToMm W mapuoil. B
Opanuenbaym coopaochk MHOTO rocTeid, 1 MEeHIIMKOB ¢ HeTep-
NIEHUEM IO KU1 ITpUe3Ja rocyaaps.

OpnHako MpoIUIO BpeMs, B KOTOpOe JOJKeH ObLT IpUexaThb
Iletp, a ero He ObLIO; BCcKOpe u3 Ilereproda mpuexan napcKuit
nocoin, ogunep JleBymka XpamnyHoB. OH, Kak Mbl yXke 3HaeM,
HM 3a YTO HU PO YTO MO MPUKa3aHUI0 MeHIMKoBa ObL1 moca-
JKEeH ToJl apecT, HO KHs3b VMBan JlonropykoB, Oymaydu MCKpeH-
HUM npusiteseM JIeBylKkH, UCIIPOCHIT My 3allUThl y Tocyaapsl.
JleBymika ObLT OCBOOOKIEH, IPUHSAT B CBUTY TOCYapsi BOMPEKU



KeJJaHUI0 MEHIIMKOBaA, U Teleph eMy NPUILIOCh exaTh B Opa-
HHeHOAyM C U3BECTHEM, UTO TOCYyIaph ObITh TaM HE MOXET.

[Ipu 3T0M M3BecTMM MEHIIMKOB U3MEHWJICS B JIMLIE U APOKa-
MM TOJIOCOM IIPOTOBOPHIL:

— A 1o KakoW NpUYMHE €ro UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIMYECTBO HE
MOKET IIPUEXaTh?

— IIpo TO A HUYEro He 3Hal, Ballla CBETVIOCTh, — [IOYTUTEILHO
OTBeTUJ1 opuLiep-rBapAeeL.

— 3Barb 1e0s1 JIeOHTHIA, a 1O MPO3BUIIY XPaIryHOB? — CIIPO-
cu1 MEHIIMKOB, XOTs JIMYHO 3HaJl ouiiepa XparyHoBa, OIHA-
KO, He ONIaroBOJIsi K HEMY, PelIni OM3/IeBaThCsl Hag HUM. — 1
JQyMaio, TOCroiIH opuIIep, YTO ITO NOPyUEeHHe MPUHECIIO Tede
0COOEHHYIO PaIOCTh? — TOPBHKO YIBIOASICH, CIIPOCKUIT OH.

— 41 BCe mopyyeHus U NpUKa3bl €r0 BEIMYECTBA FOCyIaps Uc-
TIOJTHAIO C OJJMHAKOBOW PaJIOCTBIO.

— A pasBe He cocTaBisieT Jisi Te0s1 pagocT BO3MOXHOCTD
YHU3UTb MEHs1, IPUUMHUTh MHE HEIPUATHOCTH ?

— Hu manenien, Baia cBETJIOCTb, — OTKPOBEHHO OTBETHII Jle-
BYIIIKAa XParyHOB, KOTOPBIH, 00nagas MATKUM CEPALIEM U TIeHS
B MEHIIIMKOBE KPYITHOT'O FOCY/IapPCTBEHHOIO JIEATEN s, TaBHO 3a-
ObLIT HAHECEHHYIO M OOUTY.

— Crano ObITh, 3712 IPOTHB MEHS Thl HE MMEeIh?

— Huxorna He nmen u umeTth He Oy/y, Ballla CBETJIOCTb.

— Cnacu6o! Tbl, rociogut opuIep, Mo-X pUCTUAHCKHU KUBEIIIb
— 3712 HE IOMHHUIIIb. Byab ceroqHs Ha npa3gHUKE MOUM roctem !

Havasnochk ocBsimenue xpama, U TOBOPSIT, OynTo MeHIMKOB



BO BpeMsi OOroCiy’)KeHUsI CTall HA MECTO, TIPUTOTOBJICHHOE MM-
neparopy [lerpy II. D10 OBUIO 3aMEUEHO MPHUCYTCTBYIONMH,
B LIEPKBU TOIUIO IyITYKaHbe, OJJHAKO TPOMKO TOBOPUTH 0OsI-
JICh, OTACasiCh BPEMEHIIMKA, U YUH OCBALIEHUS TIPOJOIKAICS.
OcrasibHasi mporpamMma JHs Toxe ObljIa BHITIOJTHEHA, HO TPOIIUIA
6e3 0XKMBJICHHSI — XO3SIMH JoMa ObLT XMYpP ¥ MpaydeH, ero Oecro-
KOMJIO OTCYTCTBHUE TOCyapsi; OH MOHUMAJ, YTO TO MPOU30IILIO
HECIIpOCTa, a, OYEBU/IHO, O] BIMsSAHUEM ero BparoB. [losatomy
MPA3/IHMK 3aKOHYMJICS PAHO U B TOCKJIMBOM HACTPOEHUHU.

[TpoBoauB rocreii, MeHIIUKOB XOTeJ OBUIO HATIPABUTHLCS B Ka-
OUHET, HO ero octaHoBWJIa KHATUHS lapbst MuxailioBHa, cKa3aB
emMy:

— Anekcanap JaHWioBuY, He YXOIU. .. 3aiau Ko MHe. [loro-
BOPHTH C TOOOIO MHE HAJIO.

— Hy, 4ro Takoe?.. ['oBOpH 311€Ch. .. B 3aJ1€ HUKOTO HET.

— 3Haelb, YTO MHE cerogHsi MaieHpKka cka3zaja? — Kak-To
TAMHCTBEHHO MTPOrOBOPMIIA KHATUHS MEHIIIMKOBA, OIJIs1IbIBAsICh
1o CTopoHaM. — ByTo oHa OoJIbIIe KUTh TaK HE MOXET U YHIeT
Ky/la I71a3a TIsiisrT.

— Yto Takoe? Kto ee myctut? [la kak oHa cmeeT? Yoexarn?..
Jla s B MOHACTBIpb €€ OTIPaBJIi0. DTO Thl... Thl, Hapes, aereit
u30aJioBaja. .. BOT Tenepb U BO3UCh C HUMM, U BBICITYIIIMBAN X
rpyoocTu.

— Ce0s BuHM, Anekcanap JlaHuIOBUY, a HE MEHS U He JieTel
Haiux... OHY HU B YeM HE NTOBUHHBI.

— 4 nmu He crapasics 1yt Mapeu?.. Yepes MeHsI OHa B HEBECTBI



nonajia K rocyaapio. Ee NoMUHalOT B 1IlepKBax, BEJTMKOW KHSIK-
HOW Ha3bIBAIOT... HA €€ JBOP TPUILATh YETHIPE THICAYM OTITYC-
KaloT, a Maphbe Bce MaJio. .. 3TO € BCe HUMOYEM.

— Huyero, [Januieiy, oHa 3T0r0 He TpedyeT oT Teds!

— Tak yero xe eme eit Hano? Kakoro poxxHa? — KpukHY1 MeH-
IIMKOB.

— Ilokost nymeBHOro HaAo Haierd Mainie. Bespb ¢ Tex nop kKak
HapeKJIM ee IIapcKoil HeBecToi, Maiiia rokosi cebe He BUIWT, U3-
Myumiachk, cepaeuHasi. C camoro JHsi 0Opy4eHusl rocygapb He
CKa3aJl ed JBYX CJIOB JIACKOBBIX, CTOPOHMUTCS ee. MoH COBeT,
Aunekcanap JanwioBuy, ckopee noes:xaut B Ilereprod, nepero-
BOpU C rOCyJapeM, CIIpOCH, KEHUTCS 1 OH Ha Maie? XoTb u
Hariepes s 3Halo, YT0 TOMy He ObIBaTh, a BCE JKe CIPOCH, Y3Ha.

KHs13p iocimymancst ;o06poro coerta xeHbl ¥ ioexai B [lerep-
roc. O1HaKO OH He 3acTall TOCyIaps U OCTAJICS JOKUAATHCS €r0
BO3BPALLEHUA.

IleTp ckopo BepHYyJICS; eMy JONOKWIM O MEHIIMKOBE.

— AX, Kak 310 HenpusATHO!.. [ 1e oH? — XMypO cipoCHII UMIIe-
paTrop-OTpOK.

— Bo nBopiie, Ballie BEJIM4eCTBO.

— Hy u nyctb ero Tam noxupaercsa! — W rocynaps, He 3axo1s
BO JIBOPELI, OTIPABUJICS B COMPOBOXACHUM KHs1351 MBaHa Jlonro-
pPYKOBa B cajl.

370 npeHeOpeKUTENbHOE OTHOIIIEHHE MOHApXa-OTpoKa UMe-
70 cBon ocHOBaHWs. OH U BOOOIE-TO ObUI HE PACIONIOKEH
K MEHIIIMKOBY M OYEHb OXOTHO COIVIACWJICS HE MOeXaThb Ha



MPa3IHUK CBETJICHUINEro, YTO €My MOCOBETOBAIM HeI0OpOKesa-
Tes Asekcannapa aHwioBuva, kKejaBIIME€ HAHECTU TSKEJIbIU
ynap camomoouio nocieanero. Ho atoro 6bU10 Masio; OHM ke,
HenoOpoxkenaTean MeHIMKOBa, COOOIIMIN TOCylIapio O TOM,
yto Asntekcanp laHua0BUY 3aHsUT B IEPKBU MECTO, MIPUTOTOB-
JIEHHOE /11 MOHAPXa, 1, KOHEYHO, 3TO OBLIO MEPe/IaHo C pa3HbI-
MU NPUKpPAcaMy M MpeyBeIUYEHUsIMY, a B pesyibrare y Ilerpa
AnekceeBuya elre 0ojee YCUIMIOCh HEAOBOIBCTBO MeHIIKO-
BBIM, M OH OyKBaJIbHO-TaKH HE MOT BUJIETh €TO.

A MEeHIIIMKOB C HETEPIEHUEM OXKMJ1aJ1 UMIIEpPATopa.

Haxoneny XparyHOB, HaXOAMBIIMKCS BO JABOPLE, LIEMHYJ
MeHIIMKOBY, 4TO rocylapb BO3BPATWIICA U HAXOOUTCS B Cafy.
Aunekcannp laHWIOBUY HAaNpaBWICS Tyda K€ W, MPeICTaBUB-
LIXCh FOCYAPI0, CTaJl HOYTUTENILHO CITPAIIUBATh €T0, [I0YEMY OH
He ObUT Ha OCBSAILIEHUY LIEPKBHU.

— IToTromy 4TO HE MOT. .. TJIOXO ce0s1 YyBCTBOBAJI, — XOJIOIHO
orBetu Ilerp.

— A MBI Bce Tak kganu Teds, rocyaapb, 1 B OCOOEHHOCTH
KHspkHa Mapusi. HenpuObiTHe K HaM TBOETro BeIMYecTBa IMpU-
HECJI0 MOel Jouepy HeMaIylo CKOPOb.

— Bor kak? 4 3t0ro He 3HaI

— ['ocynapb, 103BOJIb MHE CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO CJIOB. ..

— TonbKo He Teneps. .. MoKaIylCTa, He Tenepb. S cervac exy
Ha OXOTYy...

— 41 TonpKO Ha Masioe BpeMsl 3aiepiKy TeOs1, rocyaapb. Buiciy-
11aii MEHs1, O TOM ITPOLIYy TBOE LIAPCKOE BEJIIMYECTBO YCEPIHO. —



N MenmmkoB HU3KO nokJioHwicA [lerpy, mpudem ronoc y Hero
JOpOXaJ.

— AX, KaK 3TO CKy4HO! — C HEY/IOBOJIbCTBUEM IIPOTOBOPUJI M-
NepaTop-OTPOK U, MOBEPHYBIIUCH K CBOEMY JIIOOMMILY, ObICTPO
cripocui1 y Hero: — Bee roroBo, Bans?

— Bcee, rocynaps.

— Tak noegem!.. — U Ilerp, He B3MIsAHYB HA MEHIIIMKOBA, pO-
1] MMMO HErO U CKOpO yexall.

Elle Tak HeJaBHO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIN U BCECUJIbHBIN BEJIbMO-
’Ka, 3aCTaBJISIBIIMU HEBOJIBHO TPEIETaTh BCSAKOIO, CTOSUT TENEPh
BCEMM OCTaBJICHHBIN, OECIIOMOIIHBIIA, TTOHYPsI CBOIO BJIACTOJIIO-
OUBYIO TOJIOBY; €MY CTAJIO SICHO €r0 O€3BbIXOTHOE MOJIOKEHNE, OH
TIOHSLJI, YTO €ro MajieHue OJM3KO U UTO €ro Bparu TOPKECTBYIOT.

OpHako oH eme He cgaBayics U octaica B Ilereprogde Houe-
BaTh, lyMasi yTpoM oObsicHUThCs ¢ Tocynapem. Ho Ilerp, Bepo-
SITHO, U30eraJl 3Toro OObSICHEHUS, OISATh yeXasl Ha OXOTY.

MeHIIMKOB XOTeJ 3aiTH Ha MOJIOBUHY BEJTMKON KHsKHBI Ha-
TaabU AJEKCEEBHBI, HO KOIa €U CKa3aJjid, u4To K Her ujaeT MeH-
IIIUKOB, TO OHA, «4TOOBI N30aBUTHCS OT HEMPUATHOCTH BUJICTHCS
C HUM», KaK TOBOPAT MOKa3aHUs] COBPEMEHHUKOB, «BBIITPbITHYJIA
U3 OKHa» B caJ] U yexaa.

Torna Anekcarnp JJaHuioBrY penmwicss 0OpaTUThLCS C TPOCh-
001 3aMOJIBUTh 32 HEro CJIOBEYKO MEPEes TocylapeM K I1apeBHe
Enuzasere IlerpoBHe. Bo Bpemsi cBoero Moryuiectsa OH Majo
oOparajg BHUMaHUsI HA Hee, Terepb ke eMy MPUIIIOCh JIyKa-
BUTb TTEPEJI I0YEPhI0 CBOETO OJIarofeTess: OH PaCpOCTPaHSLICS



0 CBOMIX IIPEKHUX 3ACITyrax, ’KajJoBajcs Ha HeOIarogapHOCTh T0-
CyZapsi ¥ TOBOPWJI, UTO €My TEIEpb MPH JABOPE HEUEro JeNarh,
YTO OH XOUET yeXaTh B YKpaiiHy U HauaJIbCTBOBATh TaM HaJl BOM-
CKOM.

— YT0 e OT MeHs1, KHSI3b, Thl XOUelllb? — BBICJIYIIAB JUITMHHYIO
peus MenmmkoBa, cripocwia Ennzasera IlerposHa.

— Bynp 3acTynHunen 3a MeHsl, MaTylika lecapeBHa. ['ocy-
Japb PAcroyiokeH K TBOEMY BBICOYECTBY... OOBSICHU €My MOE
HECUaCTHOE TIOJIOJKEHUE U MOJIOKEeHUe Moel OeTHOM jouepr Ma-
pyM; Beb OHA U3MYYMJIACh. . .

— B 3TOM 51 HE MOry MOMOYb TBOEM JOYEPU: TOCYAAPh HE JIIO-
OUT ee, OHa HE HPABUTCS €MY, a Thl CaM XOPOIIIO 3Haelllb, 4TO
HACWJILHO MWJT He Oy/iellib.

— He HpaBuTcs rocynapio Mosi 104b, ITyCTh OH CKaXeT 00 9TOM,
Torga Mapbsi He OyJIeT U CUMTAThCSI €r0 HEBECTOM; €CIIM HYKHO,
OHa J1a)e B MOHACThIpb yizeT. U g yeny XxoTb Ha YKpauHy U Tam
Oy/ly HecTu ciy:k0y BEpOil U IpaBAoOi MOeMy roCyAapio.

[{apeBHa, 4TOOBI CKOpEe OTeNaThcsl OT MeHIMKoBa, obera-
Jla eMy CBO€ XOHAaTaluCTBO MEepe/] MJIEMSIHHUKOM rOCyJapeM.

Nnsa or uecapeBHsl, MeHmkoB noecrpevanica ¢ Ocrepma-
HOM. XUTpbId AHjiperr IBaHOBUY XOTeJ TOJILKO OrPaHUYUTHCS
MOKJIOHOM C OBIBIITUM BPEMEHIITUKOM, HO MEHIITMKOB OCTAaHOBHT
ero:

— Ilocroin manocts, AHapeit MIBaHOBUY, M Thl KyJa-TO CIie-
10007000029

— ¥V MeHs Tak MHOrO jefia, KHS3b, I TOJIKEH. . .



— Tol gosmkeH BbICTyIIATh MEHSI.

— Ho mHe, npaBo, KHs3b, HEJOCYT.

— W 11 npoTHB MeHs#, U ThI? Buky, Bce — npy3bs-Mpusiten
JI0 YepHOTO JIHs; He 3a0bIBail Toro, AHjapeit MBaHOBUY, YTO ThI
MHe 00s13aH KOe-4eM, TTPUTIOMHU XOPOIIIEHbKO!

— 4] momMHI0, KHA3b, ITOMHIO.

— Eme, 6apon OcrepmaHn, He 3a0bIBail MPEeBPaTHOCTEH Yelo-
BeuecKou cyapObl. HbIHUE THI B MOYECTH U CllaBe, a 3aBTPa, MO-
KeT ObITh, Oy/elIb Bcero ymiieH. Ha MHe yuuch mpeBpaTHOCTSM
cyapOBI. XOTes ObUIO s TIOTOBOPHUTH C TOOOIO, MOMPOCUTH TBOETO
3aCTYITHAYECTBA, /1a He HaJ/10; BCE PABHO HUYETO Thl [IJ1s1 MEHS He
clienaelib, ¥ cJI0Ba MOM, U MPochObl OymyT HanpacHbl. [Iporaii!
XOTb ¥ HEJIPYT THI MHE, & BCE ke He KeJato TeOe YyBCTBOBATD Te-
nepb TO, YTO sl UYyBCTBYIO, M IEPEHOCUTH TO, YTO 5 IepeHomy! —
U, ckazaB 310, MEHIIMKOB yexas U3 NeTeprockoro ABOpLa.

Ero nonoxenue 1eicTBUTENBHO NolarHysock. lllecroro cen-
TA0ps 1727 roga UMITepaTop-oTPOK M3/1ajl yKa3, B CUITY KOTOPO-
IO BJIACTh KH#1351 MEHIIIMKOBA 3HAYUTENILHO YMEHbBIIIAIACh; B yKa-
3e, MEK/1y MPOYUM, ObLIIO CKa3aHO:

«W HOHe xe Mbl Tak k€ BCEMWJIOCTUBEMIIIE HAMEPEHBI, 17151
JIYYILIEro OTIIPaBJIEHUs] BCEX TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIX [IEJ1 U JIydllen
nosb3bl BepHonogiaHHbix Hammx, camu B BepxoBHoMm Harem
TallHOM COBETE MPHUCYTCTBOBATh, U ISl TOTO TOTPEOHO, UTOOBI
OHBIN COBET Bcerja oTnpaniisiics rpu 6oky Haiem; Toro paau
OTBECTH B TOM ke Haiiem nieTHem JBoplie OfiHy najiaty, B KOTO-
poii 061 o pre3e Hatriem oHbIi COBET OTIpaBIsieM OBbITh MOT».



OpnHako, HECMOTpsI Ha 3TO, MEHIIMKOB BCe elle MPOAOKall
BJIACTBOBATh M OT/AABATh Pa3IMYHbIEC IPUKA3AHUS.

DTO He MOIJIO HE pa3JpakaTbh rocyaaps.

— S mokaxy, KTO U3 Hac umneparop: s Wi MeHIMKoB! —
I'pO3HO KpuKHYI [leTp, TonHyB HOroI.

— Ycrokourtech, rocygapb, 3a CBOE HENOCIYIIAHWUE KHS3b
MEHIIMKOB OTBETUT, — BKPAJIYUMBBIM TOJIOCOM ITPOrOBOPUI
OcrepMmaH, Moka3biBasi BUJ, UTO CTapaeTcsl YCIOKOUTh CBOEIro
JIEP’)KABHOTO BOCIIUTAHHUKA, & HA CAMOM JIeJie CTapaJsiCsi Haropa-
puBaTh Ha MeHIIMKOBA.

— Ia, na, OH OTBETUT MHe, OH ToraTuTcs. AHapen MBaHo-
BUY, CENYAC K€ MPUKAKKU BCE MOM BEIU U OAEKIY, HAXOISIIU-
ecs B JoMe MEeHIIMKOBa, EPEBE3TH CI0Ja, BO ABOPELL.

— Cnymato, rocyiaps. .. A eciav KHsa3b MEHIIMKOB He MOoCTy-
1IaeT ¥ BEIIer BallluX, rocyaaphb, He Buigact? OT Hero, Baille Be-
JINYECTBO, BCETO MOXKHO OXKMAATh.

— ... g ykpouy MeHImMKOBa, 51 COTHY €ro B Ayry... Tl yBu-
auiib, Anaper IBaHOBHY, Kak 51 C HUM MMOCTYIUTIO, Thl YBAJUIIIb.

— Benp kHA3b MeHIMKOB — OyAyIIuid TECTh BaIllero Benye-
cTBa. YI00HO Jin, TOCyaaph, OyJIeT ¢ HUM KPYTO TOCTYITUTH?

— MeHimkoB — Mo Tecth? Jla Thl HUKakK ¢ yma coles, AH-
npeit IBanoBrnu? OH HUKoOrIa um He Oyner... Hukorpa!

— A ero 104b, KHsKHA Mapust AJiekcaHApOBHA, Belb OHA 00-
pYyY€Ha C BallIUM BEJIMYECTBOM.

— Uro ke Takoe? OOpyueHa, HO He BeHuaHa. Kcraru, ceronus
e C/IeNaTh pacriopsikeHre, 4ToObl B IIepKBax godepu MeHIu-



KOBA Ha EKTEHUsIX HE MOMUHAJIM U MOEW HEBECTON HE Ha3bIBAJIU.
O ToM HyXHYyI0 OyMary M3roToBb U MOIUIM K TPEOCBSAIIEHHOMY
deodany, — TOHOM, HE JOIMYCKAIOIIUM BO3pPaXEHUS, MPOTrOBO-
P UMIIEPaTOP-OTPOK.

Hla u xTo cran 661 Bo3paxkarh emy? Bece BebMoXHu, BeCh IBOP
PaIoOBAJIVICh MA/ICHUIO BCECUIBHOTO BPEMEHIIMKA, 1 Oosee Apy-
T'UX TOMY pajoBajics XUTpbld OcTepMaH.

VYuacte MeHimkoBa Obljla OKOHYATENbHO pelieHa. IlteHert
BesMkoro IleTpa, BcecHIbHBIN, MOYTH MOTHOBJIACTHBIN MPABU-
Tenb Poccum masn... D1oro kosiocca U Ooratbipst OO JIep-
’KaBHbI MaJIbYUK.

[erp II 6bu1 OUTH 00sI3aH BO3BEIEHUEM Ha Tipecton MeH-
IIUKOBY, HO, HECMOTPSI Ha 3TO, TATOTHJICS UM, HE JIIOOWUJI €ro. ..
Jla ¥ MoT 711 OH JIIOOUTD YeTOBEKa, KOTOPBIA IyTh JIM HE TIEPBBIT
MOATUCAJ CMEPTHBIM ITPUTOBOP €r0 OTILY, 3JI0CYACTHOMY Liape-
Buuy Aunekceio [lerposuuy? Mor s 3a0bITh 10HBIH [leTp To mipe-
HeOpexkeHue, C KAKMUM OTHOCHJICS K HeMy M K ero cectpe Haranbe
MeHIMKOB BO BpeMs IapCTBOBAaHUS UMIepaTpulibl EkatepuHbl
I? IlapcrBennsle aetu — Iletp n Haranbs — xKuam coBepLIEHHBI-
MU CHUpOTaMH, B 3a0poce, B 3aIHUX KOMHATax JIBOpIa; 06a OHU
HYXJIQJIUCh BO MHOTOM, U BCE M3-32 TOro *e MeHIIMKoBa, Mo-
TOMY YTO BPEMEHIIMK COKpAaIlaJl pacxofibl HAa MX COACPKaHUE.
Moru i1 Bce 3TO 3a0bITh 1IAPCTBEHHBIE JIETH ?

[Ipexxnue rpexu MeHIIMKOBa, TO €CThb €r0 pa3jIM4yHbIE 3J10-
yIOTpeOIeHNsI U Te IPUEeMbl, KAKUMH ObLTH HAKUTH MeHIIUKO-
BBIM MUJUTHOHBI, — OJTHUX KPECThsIH Y HEr0O OBUIO OKOJIO CTa THI-



CSTY YeJIOBEeK, — 000 BCEM 3TOM CIIBIIAT U 3HAJT UMIIepaToOp-OT-
POK ¥ PEIuICs ONATh 0OpaTUTh MEHIIMKOBA B HUUTO, U3 KOTO-
POro TOT BHIIIIEJ TIO BOJIE BEJIMKOTO MpeoOpa3oBarelis.

Ha uenoBeka, koTopblil TUTYyJI0Bas ceOsi Tak: «Mbl, AJek-
caHp MEeHIIUKOB, PUMCKOTO M POCCUICKOIO TOCYIapcTBa
KH$3b, Tepuor VKOpCKWM, HaCle[HBId TOCIONVH ApaHHOyp-
ra M WHBIX, €ro IApCKOro0 BEJIMYECTBA BCEPOCCHICKOro Tep-
BbIl JICICTBUTEJIbHBIN TaWHBIA COBETHUK, KOMAaHAYIOIIMW Te-
Hepas-hanmbaMapiian BOWCK, TeHepas-ryOepHaTop TryOepHUr
Cankr-IleTepOyprckoil 1 MHOTMX MPOBUHIIMA €r0 MMIIEpaTop-
CKOTO BeJINYecTBa, kaBasiep cBaTtoro Auapes u Ciona, u benoro
1 YepHOro opJioB H Mp., U Tp.», — OOPYIIAJIACH Olajia UMIepa-
TOpa-OTPOKa.

— JIoBOJILHO BIACTBOBAaTh M CAMOBOJIbHUYATh MEHIIIMKOBY,
HAJIO TOJIOKUTH 3TOMY KoHell! OH CIUIIKOM MHOTO O ceOe BO3-
MeuTall ¥, Kaxercs, Ipo To 3a0bly1, 4TO 1 — umneparop... Hano
€My HarmoMHUTb 00 3ToM, — cKazan [letp cBoeil cectpe Haranbe
AJeKkceeBHe.

— A Kkax xe Tbl, [leTpyia, NoCTynuIlb CO CBOEM HEBECTOW?

— C kakoi1? Y MeHs1 HET HEBECTHI.

— A noub MeHikoBa, Mapus?

— Ona 6buta Moel HeBecTol nipexe. Korma MeHs ¢ Helo 00-
pyyJaiu, TOrja s HAXOJWIICSA MO/ OfeKor y MeHIIMKoBa; OH Je-
JIaJl co MHOI0 4TO XoTesl. A teneps, Hatamia, Bce He To, 3Ty one-
Ky 51 COPOCHII CO CBOMX TUIed... S1 HM ¢ KeM He XOuy pa3fiessiTh
CBOIO BJIaCTh. Sl — mMmeparop, MHe bor Bpydui1 3Ty BiIacTh, — €



OOJBIIMM BOOAYILEBJIEHNEM POrOBOPUII UIMITEPATOP-OTPOK.
—Ilerpymia, Kax TeI XOpo1I B cBOMX cyioBax ! Tel roBopumis co-
BCEM Kak OOJbIIIOoi, — JII0OYsICh Ha JIepKaBHOTro Opata, ¢ BOCXH-
IIEHMEM IIPOroBOpuIIa BeJMKas KHskHa Hatanba AjekceeBHa.
— A Kpome Toro, s elre cuiieH. MeHIIMKOB TPOTUB MeHs 00-
raTelpEM CMOTPUT, 1 OCWIUJ €70, — JETCKU-XBACTIIMBO IIPOro-
BOPWJI UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK. — OJJHAKO OCTaBUM FOBOPUTH ITPO 3TO.
MeHIIMKOBBI MHE CTPALITHO HA/I0€1H, U 51 Oy/ly OUeHb paj] cKopee
OTaeNaThesl OT HUX. [IHs yepes iBa-Tpu UX He OyJeT. ..

VIII

Mexnay Tem MEeHIIMKOB TPUHUMAJI BCE MEPBI JI MOAIepKA-
HUSI YCKOJIb3aBIIEH OT HEro BJACTU U, YTOOBI XOTh HECKOJIBKO
YMHUPOTBOPUTD rOCyAapsl, MOCaall K HEMY CBOIO EHY U J0Yepeil.

Hemasnio nmpunuioch Beikaath Japbe MuxaidioBHe B metep-
ro(pckom IBOpIIE, MOKA O HEU JAOJIOKUIM umneparopy. Ee node-
Y HaIPaBUJIMCh Ha MIOJIOBUHY BEJIMKOUN KHsKHBI HaTasibn Anek-
CEEBHBI.

XOJIOOHO PUHSAJ €€ TOCYIaph U CIIPOCUJI O LIEJIU €€ MTPUXO0Ja.

— 4 mpunia K BaM, rocygapp, 3a MUAJIOCTBIO, — CO CJI€3aMH
oteerwia Jlapbsd MuxannoBHa, OMycKasCh Ha KOJIEHA.

— BcranbTre, KHATUHSA, ¥ TOBOPUTE, UTO BaM Hai0?

— Munoctu, nomazsl, rocyaaps!

— Bbl, KHATUHS, TPOCUTE 32 MyXKa?

— 3a Hero, Ballle UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIUYECTBO.



— Bamm npockObl HaripacHbl, KHATUHSA. Barn My ciuiikom
MHOTO B3s1JT Ha ce0s1. B cBOMX MoCTynKax OH COBCeM 3a0bLT, UTO
UMIIEPaTOp POCCHICKMIA — $1, a He oH. OH 370ynoTpeosit J10-
BEPUEM TOKOMHOM UMIIEPATPHULIBL: LIAPCTBOBAJIA HE OHA, a MeH-
IMKOB. EMy XOTes0Ch TOYHO Tak e BJIaCTBOBaTh U B MOE Liap-
CTBOBaHME, HO 3TO eMy He ynpacres. Her, noBosmbHO! — rpoMKko n
C BOJIHEHHMEM ITPOTOBOPHJI UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK, OBICTPO pacxaku-
Bas 10 KaOWHETY.

— He o Bnactu npocut Moyt My, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, & O CHUC-
XOK/IEHUH.

— JIOBOJIBHO, OH U TO HE B MepY MOJIb30BAJICS MOUM CHUCXOXK-
JEHMEM. .. ero Hago Obl IpejaTh CTPOrOMy CyAy, HO sl HE XO4y
3TOTO, [IOMHS CTapble 3acayrd MeHIKoBa.

— I'ocynapp, coOnmaroBonuTe AaTh HaM pa3pelieHre yexaTb B
KaKylo-HHOY/Ib Hallly BOTYHHY.

— Kyna Bam exarb, Bbl 00 9TOM HOJIyYUTE yKa3.

— Baiie nmrnepatopckoe BEIM4eCTBO, MPOLTY Ballel MOA bl
HE pajy MyXka, a paid MOUX JJOUYEpell U ChIHA, HU B YEM HE I10-
BUHHBIX TIepe]l BalllMM BeJinyecTBOM. OKakUTe UM MUJIOCTb, TO-
cyaapsb.

— Xopo11o, 1 IOCMOTPIO. .. OCcTaBbTE MEHS1, KHATUHS, 51 3aHSIT.

Ho xuarunsa Japesa MuxaiaoBHa, TpOMKO pblasi, OIATH OITy-
CTWJIACh Ha KOJIEHU Iiepe] rocyaapem. Torna oH, HE TOBOps yxke
Oosiee HM CJIOBA, BBIIIEN U3 CBOErO KaOMHETa, OCTaBUB MPOCH-
TEJIbHULLY.

beanas KHArMHA BcTasa ¢ KOJIEH M HallpaBUJIach Ha MOJIOBU-



HYy BEJIMKON KHsDKHBI HaTanmbu AsiekceeBHBI; TaM OHA Aymasia
BCTPETUTH CBOUX Jouepei. OHAKO BeJIUKast KHSKHA, YTOOBI U3-
Oexarh 0OBSICHEHUSI C )KEHOU 1 JoYepbMr MEeHIITMKOBA, He MPH-
HslJIa UX.

Bo aBOpIIe HUKTO HE pa3roBapuBall C JKEHOU OMAJIbHOTO BEJlb-
MOXH U C €ro AOYEpbMHU. A JABHO JIM €1Ie BCE UCKAIM Pacro-
JIOXKEHUSI KHATUHU MEHIITMKOBOM, 32 OOJBIIIYIO YeCTh OYUTAH,
€CJIM OHa TOBOpHJIa ¢ KeM-mO0? YBbI! Bce MUHOBAJO; Terepb
Bce OeXalv OT Hee KaK OT 3a4yMJICHHOU.

Happsi MuxanaoBHa OTIIpaBuia JOYeperd JOMOM, a caMa Ha-
npaBwiack B KBaptupy Ocrepmana, aymasi TaM HaWTH COYYB-
CTBUE U MOMOIIb, TeM Oosiee yto OcTepMaH MHOTUM ObLT 00s13aH
MeHIIMKOBY.

«[TomHs1 Hamy Xj1€0-CcOb W Hallle pacnoyiokeHue, AHIpen
ViBaHOBWMY, MOXKET, 3aMOJIBUT 3a HAC J0OpOe CJIOBEYKO rocyia-
IO, 3aCTYMUTCS 32 HAC; CTaHY CJIE3HO MPOCHUTH €ro 00 3TOM; MOU
CJIe3bl TPOHYT €r0 CEepAle. .. Be[lb YeJIOBEK OH, He 3Bepb OecuyB-
CTBEHHBII1», — JyMaja yIpy4YeHHas TOpeM KHSATUHsI MeHIINKO-
Ba, Bxoas k OcrepmaHny.

— 3Halo, KHATWHS, 3HAI0, 3a4EM Bbl [I0KAJI0BAJIM KO MHE, HO, K
CBOEMY KpallHEMY COXXaJIEHUIO, HUUEro Jisl Balllero MyXa cie-
JIaTh HE MOTY, HUYero! — Bcrperuil ee XuTpbid OcrepMan.

— baromika, Augpeirt IBaHOBUY, BOUIM Thl B HAIllE TOPbKOE
TMOJIOKEHKE, IOMOTH Thl HaM, IIOMOT'H !

— U pan Obl, 1y1ieBHO paj, Ja He MOTY, KHSTHHIOIIKA.

— He roBopu tak, AHapeunt MIBaHOBHUY, MOXKeEIlb Thl, BCE MO-



xemib!.. [ocynapp TeOs ciyImaer. ..

— He ckaxure, noopeiias Jappss MuxaitioBHa, He CKaXuUTe.
Ham umneparop noguac ObIBaeT caMOHpaBeH, /1a, KpoOMe TOro,
€ro BEeJMYECTBO CIMIIKOM OrOpYeH MOCTYIKaMHU Balllero MyXa
U THeBaeTcs Ha Hero. S mpoOoBas ObLIO MPOCUTH rocyaps 3a
KHs35 Aniekcanapa JlanunoBnya.

— Ox, Anzpent VIBaHOBHY, HENpaBy Thl TOBOPHUILb, HETIPaB-
ny! He cranensb Thl 32 HAC IPOCUTD, HE CTaHEIb !

— Kusruns, ceoumu cioBamMu Bbl OOMKaeTe MEHsI. . .

— Ipoctu, ecnu mou cioBa, AHapeit ViBaHoBUY, Tebe 0Ou/I-
HBIMM TOKA3JIUCh, U €CJIU Thl XOTh HEMHOIO KaJeelllb Hac, TO
roMoru Ham, Xpucta paau!.. 3eMHo o ToM nporry Tedsi! — Y mpu
9TUX cioBax OenHast dapbs MuxaiiioBHa OMycTHIIach Ha KOJICHU
nepen OcrepMaHOM, KOTOPHII Bce Oosiee u Oonee BXOOIT B J0-
BEpUE K rOCy/Iapio 1 ObUI TeTIeph CaMbIM MPUOJIMKEHHBIM K HEMY
YEJIOBEKOM.

— Yro 310, KHArnHA? Beranere, BecradbTe, yTo B! .. Eciin Obl
OBbLIO B MOEH BJIACTH OINPaBAATh KHs351 Aslekcanapa Jlanmnosu-
Ya WM, TaK CKa3aTb, CIJIAIUTh BCE €ro MPOCTYIKH, TO 5 Clesall
Ob1 3TO 1 O€3 BalluX MOKJIOHOB. Ho, MOBTOPSIIO, 51, K COXKAICHUIO,
HUYEro He MOT'y CAeNaTh JIsl HErO, HUYero, — XOJI0IHO ITPOroBO-
pui Ocrepmad. — [Ipoctute MeHs, MHe Hefocyr. S crienty B Bep-
XOBHBIW COBET... MEHS 0KU/AIOT, — J0OABUJI OH, CTapasiCh OCBO-
601uTh U3 pyK MEHIIMKOBOM CBOW PACIIUTHIN 30J10TOM KadTaH.

— Tak He MOXelTb, HE MOXKeEIb? — BCTaBasi C KOJIEH, IEPECIPO-
cwia [lapea MuxainosHa. — Hy u He Hazo... He Hapo!.. 5 yHn-



Kajachk niepes To0010, AHnperi IBaHoBrY, CO cie3aMu ymoisiia,
HO HUYTO He TpoHyso Te0si. CMotpu, AHapeit ViBaHOBUY, Beb
cyapOa repeMeHYnBa, MOKET ObITh, U Thl y3HACIIIbL CBOW YePHBIN
JIeHb, U HaJl TOOOW HAmacTh pa3pa3uTCs, Kak pa3pa3miach OHA
HaJ1 HamHu. .. Thl cCMeelbcs Terephb Hajl Halllel Oe/I0i, TakK IocMe-
I0TCS ipyrue Haj TBoeit Oemtoid. .. [Ipommait! — U kasruns Men-
IIIMKOBA HE Crielia ocTaBmia kabuuet Ocrepmana.

«®y! Yto oHa TyT HaroBopwia? IIpo Kakou-TO «4YepHBIU
JeHb», MPO KaKyI0-TO Oe/ly HaMeKasa... IMyraja Kakoul-TO Ha-
nacTeio... Bor B3gopHas 6ada!l.. 3actynarscst 32 MeHmmkoBa!
Cnyra nokopHslid. .. 51 He cnela, a MaJlo-noMaty 3aMuMy ero Me-
cTo 1 Oy/ly TaKUM XK€ MHUHUCTPOM, KakuM OblT1 MeHmmkoB. [o-
BJIACTBOBAJI OH, W JIOBOJIbHO, TEMEPb MOsI 0UYepellb!» — paccyx-
nai cam ¢ codoro Ocrepma.

Kornma kapera kusirunu appu MuXailJIoBHBI OTheXajia OT
NoJbe3/1a JIBOpIia, rocygapb OTAasl MPUKa3 HAIOKUTh Ha MeH-
IIIMKOBA JIOMAIIIHAWA apecT W TMOPYYMJI BBIOJHUTH 3TO T'eHe-
pas-nenteHaHTy CalThIKOBY.

— MeHIIMKOB MHOTO, MHOTO 3J1a HaJiesial MoeMy OeTHOMY OT-
Iy, ¥ sl He MOTy 3a0BbITh 3TO, — CKa3aj oH. — I He Mory TepreThb
YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPbI ObUI 3710/IeeM MOEMY OTIly U Moel OalOke,
rocynapsiHe EBgokun ®enoposne. Keratu, Augpen MiBaHoBHY,
CKOpo Ji Mbl B MockBy noefiem? — cipocuit y OcrepmaHa M-
MEPaToOp-OTPOK.

— DTO 3aBUCHT, TOCYAApb, OT BAllIUX PUKA3AHUI, KaK Bbl MO-
BEJIETh U3BOJIUTE.



— IIurep mHe Hanoel, s xouy B MockBy. B Mockse sydie. He
npasaa i, Bana? — obparuiicst rocyapb K CBOeMy JIIOOMMILY,
KHA310 VBany JlonropykoBy.

— I'ie Bam Xopol110, TaM ¥ MHE HE TUI0X0, TOCY/Aaph.

— Crnacu6o, Bans, criacn6o!.. 3Hato, JIOOUII Tl MEHsI, Tpe-
naH MHe. A AHpapeit IBaHOBUY TeOs1 HE JIIOOUT.

— I'ocymaps, Korja xe ... — MeHsIsICh B JIMIIe, TPOOOpMOTAT
OcrepmaH.

— Ia, na, TeI He JIOOUIIL BaHIO; rOBOPHIIIB, UYTO OH OTBJIEKAET
MEH$ OT 3aHATUHM HayKaMu. .. Beap ropopui?

—41... g k k310 VBany AnekceeBuuy yIeBHYIO TPUBSI3aH-
HOCTb UMEI0. . .

— Hy xopoto, Annpeit iBaHOBMY, XOpOILO, 51 MOMIYTHI. ..
Tak Tl TOBOpPHIIL, HAM CKOPO MOXHO U B MOCKBY exaTh? — Me-
Hsis1 pa3roBop, cripocui y Ocrepmana rocynapb.

— MoxHo, rocynapb, THEN yepe3 MATh-111eCTh.

— W otmmuno! Bot mbl cipoBaaum u3 [Iurepa MeHnmkoBa,
a camu B MockBy noenem. $1 mo6mo MockBy, odeHb JIoOIo!
A 3Haete nmouemy? [Totomy uTO, roBopAT, MOCKBY JIIOOMT MO
oren... I Harama moo6ur. A 11, Bans, moouis 11 MockBy?
Ha? YV TtBoero orma, kaxercs, moj MockBo# Oosbiast ycaapoa
eCThb?

— Ectb, rocynaps. I'opeHkH npo3biBaeTcs.

— U oxorutbcs, Bang, MoxHO?

— Kak ke, Haru Jieca n300WIyI0T quubio. B HUX gaxe nmomna-
JAeTCs M KPAaCHBIA 3BEPb.



— IToGwiBaeM, HempeMeHHO MOObIBaeM M B ycaabOe y TBOe-
ro OTIa Y MOOXOTUMCS TaM BBOJIIO. UTO Thl MOPIIUIIbCS, AH-
npeit iBaHoBMY? V3K KaK ThI XOYelllb, 8 OXOTUThCA 51 Oyy. [0BO-
pAT, Npajie]; MOM, MOKONHBIN Laph AJiekcell MuxaiioBuy, Jio-
OMJI OXOTUTHCA 1101 MOCKBOM, 1 JIEC TAM TaKOH eCcTh, COKOJIbHU-
KaMU TPO3bIBACTCS, B KOTOPOM OH JIIOOWJI OXOTUThCA... Tak
rosopio, Bans?

— Tak, rocynaps.

— A 1o1, AHnpeii ViBaHOBUMY, 6a0yIIIKe MOEH, apulle-UHOKH-
He, TOCIIA JIM MACBMO C U3BECTHEM, 4TOo MEHIIIMKOB yke O0JTb-
11Ie He TPaBUTEeNb, HE PETeHT U UTO eMy He MUHOBATh CCHUIKH?

— Kak xe, o TBoemy npukasy, rocyjiapb, Buepa ¢ HAQpOUHbIM
B Mocksy, B HoBoneB1uriA MOHACTBIPh MOCIA. . .

— MeHIIIMKOB 0 CBOEMY JIESTHUIO 3aCTYKUJI CMEPTHYIO Ka3Hb,
HO 51 ToMuJTyI0 ero. [1ycTh )KUBeT. .. s MPOTUB Ka3HU. MOXHO Ha-
Ka3bIBaTh MPECTYMHUKOB, MociaTh B CHOWPD, a )KU3Hb OTHUMATh
y HUX HE HaJl0 — KU3Hb HaMm AaHa borowm, e u pacnopsikarbes
MoxeT Tonbko bor! fI BOT mogpacty, BO3Mykal U HENPEMEHHO
OTMEHIO Ka3Hb. S 1 Teneps caenan Obl 3T0, Ja HEKOTOPBIE YJICHBI
BEPXOBHOI'O COBETA OTCTAMBAIOT Ka3Hb, Ja U AHapen VIBaHOBUY
TOBOPUT, YTO MPECTYIMHUKOB HAJI0 KA3HUTh B IPUMEP JPYTrUM, —
MPOU3HEC UMIIePATOP-OTPOK.

— Hapo kapatb npectyruieHue, rocygapb, HHaue MpecTyIHU-
KOB pa3BeIeTCsl TAKOe MHOKECTBO, YTO C HUMHU Cllajia He OyJieT, —
BHYIIUTEIBHO MPOMOoJIBUI OcTepMaH.

— Pazymeercs, Haka3biBaTh HAJO, HO TOJBKO HE CMEPTHIO.



HenaBHo kHs3b VIBaH fan MHE XOpOUIMiA YpoK... XOTUTE, pac-
CKaxy?

— Tloxanyiicra, Baille BEIMYECTBO, — C HU3KUM TMOKJIOHOM
nporoBopus1 OctepMas.

— 4 cmemmn kyaa-to exatb. MHe NOACYHY/IM MOAINKCATH
CMEpTHBII TpUroBop. S B3sJ1 Epo U He YuTask XOTell yKe MOj-
nucath ero. A kHa3b MBaH nofoiies Ko MHe U OOJIbHO YIITUITHYJT
— Tak OOJIbHO, YTO 51 BCKPUKHYJ OT Oonu. TonbKo 4TO XOTen s
pa3pasuThcsi THEBOM, a KHsA3b IBaH 1 roBopuT MHe: «Bor, rocy-
Japb, Tebe OOBHO OT TOTO, UTO 5 YIIUITHYJI TeOsI, 2 KAKOBO TOMY
HECYaCTHOMY, Y KOTOPOro O€3BUHHO XOTST TOJIOBY cpyouTsh? U
Thbl, TOCYJaph, MPEXAE YeM MOAIUCHBAT, TPOUUTAI Obl». 51 BHU-
MaTeJIbHO MTPOYMTAJT TPUTOBOP U HaIllesl OOPEUEeHHOTO Ha CMepT-
HYIO Ka3Hb HEBUHOBHBIM. 1Ipurosop g pasopsail, a kHa34 MBaHa
Kpernko OOHsIT 1 pacuesioBal... A rae e on? ['ne Bans? — orns-
JbIBASICh, IPOrOBOPUI UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK. — KH:A3b VIBaH He Mo-
JKET CIyllaTh, KOIJla €ro XBaJIAT, Bcerja yuaer. .. HaBepHoe, oH B
napke. [loiitu k Hemy, — TOOABIII TOCYJaph ¥ TIOCTICIITHO BBIIIIE.

IX

N na camom niene, Bo BpeMs pacckasa [lerpa kua3p MBan Jlon-
TOpPYKOB HE3aMETHO BbILIE]I.

JoM-aBopen KHA34 MeHIMKOBa cTal BAPYT HE TOT, KAKUM OH
ObL1 nipeskie. [leyanbHo, MpayHO OBUIO TaM; TIOYETHBIE KapayJibl
B JIOME M OKOJIO JIOMa ObLIT! CHSITHI; y €T0 MObe3/1a He BUTHEI0Ch



BEPEHMII SKUTIAKEH; Ha JIECTHUIIE U B IepeTHEN He ObLIO JIAaKeeB
B HaNy/IpEHHBIX MMAPUKaX W B JIMBPEAX, PACHIMTHIX 30JI0TOM. A
elle TaK HeJIaBHO B nepeHer y MeHIMKoBa T0KUAAIUCH CBOEU
ouepeu BeJIbMOKHU U CaHOBHUKU. Kyzia Bce BApYT noaeBaioch —
MOT'YIIIECTBO, CllaBa, Ofieck, Benuune?

W Hag noMoM, U Hall CaMHUM XO3SIMHOM Pa3pa3uiack rocyaa-
peBa omnaja.

MeHIIMKOB, TOKUHYTHIH, 3a0bITHII BCEMH, MPAYHO HAKJIOHUB
T'OJIOBY, XO[IMJI [0 OMYCTEJILIM KOMHATaM CBOETO JIOMa-JBOpIIA.

Yka3 umrneparopa-oTpoka ot 8 ceHtsiopss 1727 roma mosepr
B Oosbirioe rope Asiekcanpa JlanuinoBuda. OH ObLT TAKOTO CO-
JepKaHus:

«[ToHexxe Mpbl BCEeMWIOCTHBENIIIE HAMEPEHUE B3SIJIM OT Ce-
ro BpeMeHu CamMu B BEPXOBHOM TalHOM COBETE MPUCYTCTBO-
BaTh, BCEM YKa3aM OTIIPABJICHHBIM OBbITh 3a MOANMCAHUEM COO-
cTBeHHbIs1 Hales: pyku 1 BEpXOBHOI'O TaHOT'O COBETA, TOrO pa-
I¥ TIOBeJieNn, 1a0bl HUKAKWUX YKA30B WM THCEM, O KaKUX OblI
Jie7Iax OHBISI ObLTH, KOTOPbIe OT KHA3s1 MEHIIMKOBA WK OT KO-
ro Obl MHAUE TTAPTUKYJISIPHO TIMCAHBI WJIK OTIIPABJIEHBI OyIyT, U
10 OHbIM OTHIO[Ib HE UCHIOJIHATH 0[] onaceHuem Harero rueBa;
¥ 0 ceM IyOJIMKOBaTh BCEHAPOIHO BO BCEM rOCY/IApPCTBE U B BOU-
CKE».

['opbkue cie3bl MOTEKJIM U3 a3 MEeHIIMKOBa, Korjga emy Aa-
JIM TIPOYMUTATh ITOT yKa3s.

— baronika, Anekcanap JaHWioBUY, O YeM ke Thl IJIAYeIllb?
Benp He Bce enie notepssHo. BiacTh Thl MOTEPST U MOT'YIIECTBO.



Tak bor ¢ Hew, u ¢ BracTeo!.. Yenem xoTh B Hallly IOJAMOCKOB-
HYIO BOTYMHY U CTAaHEM TaM KUTb CIIOKOMHO, — yTellass Myxa,
ckazana kHsaruHs Japes MuxaitioBHa.

— Her, Her... MeHs colutioT B ajieKkyio ycaapOy.

— Y0 Xe, ¥ TaM JIIO/IU KUBYT, U MBI OyJIEM KUTb.

— A nouepu? A cpiH?

— W ux BO3bMEM; U OHM C HAMH KHUTb OYIYT.

— B iy, B onasnie? Pa3Be OHU NMPUBBIKJIM K TAKOU JKU3HU?

— He npuBbIkiM, Tak NpUBBIKHYT. DX, Anekcanap [Januo-
BUY, IPYr Tl MOM cepicuHbi! ¥V HalMX JETOK KU3Hb TOJIBKO
elle HauMHaeTCsl, HaJJ0O UM KO BCEMY IpUBbIKaTh. Beslb KU3Hb-
TO MepeMeHYrBa, Ha ce0e Thl STO BUAMIIIb.

— Hy, 51 BUHOBEH, U rHeBaiics Ha MEHsI, U Ka3HU MEHs1, a 3a4eM
ke JieTer Tporath, Tedsi? Beph BBI-TO HU B YeM He BUHOBHBL. Ma-
11y Xkajko: 6eaHasi, HecyactHas. .. OOpyueHHOIN HeBecTol ObLia,
C roCcyJapeM KOJIbLIOM 00pydasibHbIM OOMeHsiIach. .. VI3 HeBecT-
TO HApCKUX J1a B ccbuIky! Jlerko ym eit, cepaeuHon? — uyTh He ¢
PblIAHMEM ITPOrOBOPUI MEHIIIMKOB.

— YT0 roBopuTh, JIerko Ju? A U TO MOJIBUTD, [laHnibiy, Ha
Bce Boxbs Bons... Ha Bce cBoM Ipefiesn MojioxkeH 4eoBeKky. 3a
neteil 0OSThCs HevYero: ux bor He OCTaBUT, MOTOMY YTO HE BU-
HoBaTel OHM! — yTemasa Jlapbss MuxaisloBHa CBOETO yIaBIIEro
JYyXOM MyKa.

A cama oHa? YTO yyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO MEPEKMBAJIA, UTO UCIIbI-
THIBaJIa OHA, Korjaa Oepl OHa 3a APYrol OOpYIIMBAIMCH Ha ee
My’Ka M Ha ee Jeten?



Bormen cekperapp MeHIIMKOBa 31031H U 0JIOKWUIL:

— Bama ceemnocts, renepast CasITBIKOB OT BEJIMKOTO rOCyaps
NPUOBITH N3BOJIIL.

MeHIIMKOB U3MEHWICS B JIMLIE.

— [IpocuTts! — 3aabIXAOIIMUMCS TOJIOCOM TTPOTOBOPHUJI OH.

CrniecuBo, HaIMEeHHO Boites CalThIKOB U, CJI€TKa KUBHYB IO-
JI0BOI0O MEHIIIMKOBY, TPOMKO CKa3aJ:

— Ilo yka3y ero BesmyecTBa, rocynaps MMIIEpaTopa, Bam,
KHSI3b, OOBSIBIISICTCS JIOMAIITHUAIN apecT.

— Kak? Mens. .. meHsa nox apect? 3a 4ToO, 3a KaKMe IIPeCTyIl-
JIeHUs1? — TPOCTOHA MEeHIIMKOB.

—3a4ro? BaM 3TO npeacTaBAT 1o MyHKTaMm. Bel Tenepb 10mmxk-
HBbI, KHsI3b, HUKY/Ia HU Bbl€3:KaTb, HU BbIXOOUTh. K 1BEpsM U K
BOPOTaM TIOCTaBJIeH OyeT Kapayil.

— boxe, boxe! Ilo uero s noxun! MeHs1, nepBoro MUHHUCTpa
B FOCYy/1IapCTBE, FEHEPAJIMCCUMYCA PYCCKUX BOMCK, oA apecTt! — ¢
OTYasiHUEM BOCKJIMKHY AJsiekcaHip JJaHnioBuY, CXBaTUBIINCh
32 rOJIOBY U IaAasi B KPeCo.

Happsi MuxaiiyioBHa C I1la4eM KMHYJIACh K MYKY, a CalThIKOB,
XOJIOAHO TIOCMOTPEB Ha PYXHYBILIETO KOJIOCCA, BBIIIEN.

KHs13p MeHImmKoB Harucast 661710 rocyapio MIcbMo, B KOTO-
POM YMOJISUT O ITPOLIEHUU U IPOCUJI JO3BOJICHUS YeXaTb BMECTE
C ceMeicTBOM Ha YKpauHy, HO, Kak Obl B OTBET Ha 3TO, EMY CO-
OOIIMIM, YTO OH JIMINIAETCS] JBOPSHCTBA, YNHOB M OPJICHOB; a Y
ero nqouepu Mapuu, y ObIBIIIEH 1TAPCKOW HEBECTHI, OTOOPAIIH ITPH-
JBOPHYIO IPUCITYTY U SKUIAKU.



OpnuHHAAATOro ceHTsIopsi MEeHIMKOBY ObUIO TPUKA3aHO CO
BCEM CEMEICTBOM exaTb HeMeUIsl B CChUIKY, B PanenOypr Ps-
3aHCKOW TyOepHUH.

Hacrynun nens orpe3ga Mennmkosa. OKoJo0 ero BEJIMKOJEN-
HOT'O JIOMa C PaHHEro YTpa TOJMWIKCH ThICSAYM HAPOIA, TaK YTO
CTO JBaJLIATh BEPXOBbIX IBAPACULIEB, HA3HAYEHHBIX COIPOBOXK-
Jatb MeHIMKOBa, €/1Ba MOIIM cepkaTh Tojmy. Becem untepec-
HO OBLJIO B3MJISIHYTh, KaK MOEJET B CChUIKY ellle TaK HeJJABHO MO-
I'YILIECTBEHHBIN, MONyAEeP:KaBHBII BJIACTENIMH, 4 TENEPb OMNajb-
Hbld MEHIIIMKOB.

Bopota goma MeHmmkoBa ObUTM paCTBOPEHBI; BECH IBOP 3a-
npyxeH ObUT KapeTaMu U MOBO3KaMH, KOTOPBIX IO CUETY ObLIO
COPOK JIBE; KApEThl IPEAHA3HAYAIUCH /1711 MEHIIIMKOBA U ero ce-
MBbH, a TOBO3KH — JUIs1 €10 MHOIOYMCJIEHHOTO IITaTa Y IPUCIIYTH.
[locne monroro ouaaHus Ha MOIBE3AE CBOETO J0Ma MOSBUICS
MeHnmmkoB. OH ObL1 OJieJIeH U eBa NepecTyall HoraMu; 32 HUM
1IJIa €r0 ’EeHa C OMyXIIUMHU OT CJIe3 IJla3aMu.

MeHIIMKOB MOI4a, MOHYPS TOJIOBY, CEJl B KApPETy, a KHATUHSA
ceJia B Hee JIMIIb [10CJIe TOTO, KAK HECKOJIBKO pa3 IMOKPECTUIIACH
Y TIOKJIOHWJIACh HAPOLY.

Bo BrOpo#t kapere moexas cbiH MeHIMKoBa AJieKcaHp, B
TpeThell — ObIBIIIas HEBECTa MMIIEPaTOpa-0TPOKA, 3OOy HAS
KHsDKHa Mapwusi; TUio y Hee ObUIO 3aKpBITO TYCTHIM BYyaseM;
C Helo cena MJIa/iIas cecTpa, KpacaBuiia AjieKcaHipa; oHa, 6e-
Hasi, TOPbKO IJIaKaa.

B npyrux kaperax u MOBO3Kax exajlu pOACTBEHHUKHM Men-



IIMKOBA U €ro MpUOIKEHHbIE, PEIUBIIUECS Pa3IeTUTh C HUM
CCBLJIKY.

Opexa kak Ha MeHIIMKOBe, TaK ¥ Ha COMTPOBOK/IABIINX €T0
ObL1a TpaypHasl.

JITMHHBIA KOPTEX OMaJIbHOTO BEIbMOXKHU ABUHYJICS BJIOJb IO
HaOepe:xHOW. OTpsii TBAPICUIIEB TTO]] HAYAIbCTBOM KarlMTaHa
OKPYXWJI KapeTy MeHIMKoBa ¢ cabisiMu HaroJio.

CoOpaBIumiicsi HApoJ, XpaHUJI ITyOOKOe MOTYaHUE; OH HE Bbl-
Ka3bIBaJl K ornayie MeHIIMKOBA HU PaJIOCTH, HU TTeYaIH.

Kornma kapeTsl BbleXald 3a 3aCTaBy U OThEXaId HECKOJIBKO
BEPCT, UX JJOTHAJI IIPUIBOPHBIN oduriep 1 0ToOpain y MeHImKo-
Ba BCE HAXOIUBIIKECS TIPU HEM MHOCTPAHHbIE OP/IEHA; PYCCKUe
ObLTM 0TOOpaHbl Yy MeHiukosa eie B [letepOypre.

b3z Teepu Ha Auekcanapa [JanwioBuya M Ha €ro cemeu-
CTBO OOpyIIWIach HOBast Oosbias Oena. Eapa Tombko MeHIm-
KOB PACMOJIOXKUJICS Ha HOUJIET B JiepeBeHbKe, HaXOsIIencs 0u3
ropoza, ABepb B 30y OBICTPO OTBOPUJIACH U HA TIOPOTE TMOSIBUIICS
HAXOJMBILMUICS B CBUTE UMIIEpaTopa-oTpoKa reapaeen-opuuep
JleBymika XparyHoB.

—IIpocrute, KHA3D, 1 MOMeNIan Bam? — TUXO mporoBopui Jle-
BYIIIKa, oOpariaschk K MeHIIMKOBY.

— He naspiBai, rocrionus ouiiep, MeHs kus3eM. .. [lepen to-
OOl He KH#3b, & CCHUTBHBIM.

— 4l mpucnaH K BaM ¢ HEMPUSATHOM JJIs1 BAC HOBOCTBIO. S nMelo
yKa3 MepecajiuTh Bac W3 BalllUX KapeT B MPOCThIE, HA KOTOPBIX
BbI TIOEJIETE JI0 MECTA CCHUIKMU.



— Mowux BparoB 1 MOs1 CChUIKA HE ycrokoua!.. VI3MBIIISIOT
OHM MHe Oemy 3a Oenoi. S MX He Mpe3uparo, a coxalien, — 3a-
JQYyMYMBO MPOroBOPUIT MEHIIIMKOB.

— Ha mens He raeBaitecs! §l TyT HU Ipy 4eM, Tak Kak JIMIIb
WCIIOJHSIO CBOM O

— 41 Ha Tebs1, rocrionuH oduIep, He MPETEHAYI0, Thl — TOJb-
KO MCHOJIHUTENb BosM Apyrux. O6 ogHoM Moo s 'ocniona bo-
ra, 4ToObl Y MEHs, a Takxke y Moeil Oe[JHOI, HeBUHOBHOI CEeMbH
XBaTWJIO TEPIIEHUS NIEPEHECTH TO TAKENOoe uctpiTanue. Eciu u
CKOpOJTIO $1, TO He 3a ce0sl, a 3a JeTel HeCUaCTHBIX, 3 JKEHY.

— IIpoctute, KHA3b, s1 COUYBCTBYIO BaM. .. MHE U Bac Kajlb, U
BalIlly CEMBIO.

— Kak? Bbl MeHs kaieete? — ¢ yIMBIEHUEM CIIPOCHJT XpaIty-
HoBa Anekcanap Jlannnosud. — M 3a0putm Tipo TO 3710, Kakoe s
NPUYMHII BaM, Oy1y4r BCECUIIbHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B rocyapcrae?

— JlaBHO 3a0bL1, 00 3TOM £ YK€ HEJaBHO CKa3aJl BaM.

— Cnacu6o! Eciu He Opesryelib MHOIO, HEMOIIIHBIM, OMajIb-
HBIM CTAPUKOM, TO JO3BOJIb MHE OOHATH TeOsi! — VI MeHmmKkoB
KPernKo 0OHsT XparyHoBa.

N3 Teepu omnanbHbIX MEHIIMKOBBIX IOBE3IN yke B PaHen-
Oypr He B KapeTax, a B IPOCTBIX TeJerax.

Ho Bparn MeHImmMKoBa He yCIIOKOWINCH €TI0 CCBIIKOI. DTOrO
UM ObUTO Masto. PaneHOypr xoTh 1 He 6mm30k ot IletepOypra, a
BCE K€ 13 HEro CKOpee MOKHO BEpHYThCS, ueM u3 Cudbupu. 1 Bot
npo MEeHIIMKOBa CTajl PpaCHpOCTPaHSATh pa3Hble HEObLTULIBL.

B IetepOypre, 1o cioBaM UCTOPUKA, ObUTU MOAHSTH PA3JIY-



Hble OOBMHEHUsI MPOTHUB HEro, OTYACTU CIIpaBeJIUBBIE, OTYA-
CTH M3MBIIIUICHHBIE 37100010. PacckasbiBasm, 9YTO OH CHOCHIICS C
IPYCCKUM ABOPOM U MPOCHII JECATh MUJUIMOHOB B3ailiMbl, 00€-
1iasg OTHaTh BABOE. YBEPSUIM, UTO, MOJb3YSACh CBOMM MOTYILE-
CTBOM, OH, C YeCTOJIIOOMBBIMH 1IEJISIMU 3aXBaTa BEPXOBHOM BJia-
CTH, XOTeJI yAAJIUTh TBAPAEUCKUX O(PULIEPOB ¥ 3aMEHUTD UX CBO-
umu JoouMiaMu. TOMKOBAJIM, YTO OH OT UMEHU TTOKOMHON M-
nepaTpulbl COCTaBUJ (pajiblliBOe 3aBellaHue. CTaBUiIu eMy B
BUHY, YTO OH OrpadmJl CBOErO MaJIOJIETHETO TOCyaps v, 3aBelys
MOHETHBIM JABOPOM, IPUKA3bIBAJI BBITYCKATh TUIOXOT'O JOCTOMH-
CTBa JIEHBI'M, 0OpaIlasi B CBOIO MOJIb3Y HE BKIIOUEHHYIO B HUX JIO-
JII0 4yncToro mertajuia. [IpunoMHWIN 1 pexxHue ero rpexu, Kak,
nonb3ysich gosepuem I[lerpa Benvkoro, oH 00kpaabiBas Ka3Hy U
STUM HAKWJI HECMETHOe OorarcTtBo. ['oBOpmIu, 4To Bely, KOTo-
pble OH B35 ¢ cO00I0, CTOMJIU, IO MHEHUIO OIHUX, MATh MUJLIH-
OHOB, 110 MHEHUIO JPYrHX — IBaanaTh. O0BUHsIM MEHIIMKOBA B
HEJJaBHUX TalHBIX CHoIleHus1x co [lIBermeit B yiepd nHtepecam
Poccuu; eme nipu xu3Hu umneparpuisl Ekarepunst I ol Oyaro
Obl Mucall K HIBEJCKOMY ceHaTopy [lukepy, 4To y HEro B pykax
BOEHHAas CWJIa U OH HE JIOIYCTUT HU JI0 Yero BpegHoro ais Hise-
117178

Bce 3t1 pacckassl, 0T4aCTH IPABUBBIE, OTYACTH BBIMBIIILIEH-
HbIe, Bce Ooriee U Ooliee BOOPYKasli MPOTUB MEHIIMKOBA NMITe-
paropa-oTpOKa, a TAKKE W BEPXOBHbIM TAlHBII COBET, TaK YTO
nocnieHui nocnan B PaHeHOypr K onajbHOMY BEJbMOXKE CTO
JBAJIIATh BOITPOCHBIX ITyHKTOB, OOBUHSIBIIINX €T0.



MEHIIMKOB CKOJIBKO MOT ONPAaBAbIBAJICS MPOTUB IPEIbsB-
JIEHHBIX eMy oOBHMHEeHWi. HO OKOHYATeabHO MOBPEAMJIO €My
MOAIMETHOE TMCHbMO, KOTOpoe Halii B Mockse, y Criacckux Bo-
port, B MapTe 1728 roga; oHO cofiepkaJio B cede 3alUTy U OIpaB-
nanve MEeHIIMKOBa, a BCJEACTBUE 3TOr0 ObUIO MPU3HAHO, UYTO
OHO COCTaBJIEHO UMEHHO MM CaMUM, «IIPUOEraBIIiM TaKHM 00-
Pa3oM K CpeJICTBAM HEMO3BOJIUTENILHBIM /11 CBOETO CIIACEHUS».

Toraa BepXOBHBIN TalHbBII COBET MIOCTAHOBUJI KOH(PUCKOBATh
BCE JIOCTOSTHHME OMaJbHOTO BEJIbMOXH, TeM Oojiee uTo Toraa U3
Pa3HBIX KaHIEISAPUI HavYald MOCTYNaTh TpeOOBaHUS O BO3Bpa-
IIEHUU JIEHET U MaTepUaJioB, HE3aKOHHO 3aXBAYEHHBIX MeHIIn-
KOBBIM.

3a Bce 3T0 MeHIIMKOBA U BCE €r0 CEMENCTBO MOCTAaHOBUJIN
ornpaButh B CUOMpPH, B OTIAJICHHBIN MYCTHIHHBIN Bepe3os.

Bce oroOpanu y HeKor/ia noyaepkaBHOrO BJIaCTeTMHA, ¥ Obl-
JIO IIPUKA3aHO BbIIABATh EMY C CEMBEM M CO CIyraMH IO LIECTH
pyOuieii B IeHb «KOPMOBBIX JICHET .

CBostuenuily MenmmkoBa BapBapy ApceHbeBy ObLIO IpHKa-
3aHO MOCTPUYB B KEHCKOM COPCKOM MOHACTBIpE.

IMo cnoBam uctopukoB, y MeHImkoBa ObUIO OTOOPAHO «jie-
CATh THICAY AYII KpecTbsiH U ropoaa: OpanuenOaym, Amoypr,
Konopse, PanenOypr, nqsa ropona B Manopoccun — [ouen u Ba-
TYpUH — ¥ KanuTajla TPUHAIIATh MAJUTHOHOB pyOsiel, U3 KOTo-
PbIX JIEBATh MUJUIMOHOB HAXOIWJIACh HA XPAHEHUU B MHOCTPaH-
HbIX 0aHKax, [ja CBEpX TOr0 Ha MUJIJTMOH BCSIKOM JBUKUMOCTHU U
OpPWUTMAHTOB; OTHOM 30JI0TOH 1 cepeOpsiHOM ocyabl y MeHm-



KOBa KOH(PMCKOBAHO OoJiee ABYXCOT MyJO0B».

[Mpuka3 exatb B Bepe3oB ObUT HOBBIM U HEOXKUIAHHBIM yJIa-
POM [1J1s1 ONaJIbHBIX MEHIITMKOBBIX.

OcoOeHHO TSIKeNO TONEMCTBOBAIO 3TO Ha 3JIOMOTYYHYIO
KHsDKHY Mapwuio, OBIBIIYIO TOCYIapeBY HEBECTY; OHA JIOJTO Pbl-
naja v OMach B UCTEPHKE.

OtuastHUE JIoYepH TOBEPIJIO B CKOPOb caMoro MeHIIMKOBa
u ero xeny. [loOpasi KHSTMHS Tenepb CTajla Hey3HaBaeMa: OHa
TaK MOXYyJeJa ¥ OCYHYJIach, YTO CMOTpeJia APSXJION CTapyXou; ee
71a3a OT MOCTOSIHHBIX CJIE3 HAYaJIM CJICTTHYTh.

— Mara, musnasi, TpOCTHIIb JIU Thl MEHS, TOTyOKa, MTPOCTHIIIb
JIM CBOETO HECUACTHOTO OTLA? — C [J1a3aMu, MOJIHBIMU CJIe3, CKa-
3a1 Anekcanap JlaHWIOBAY JOYEPH, KOTAA OHA HECKOJIBKO MO-
YCIIOKOMJIACh U MepecTalia MJy1akarh.

— MHe He B ueM MpoIaTh Bac, Bbl HU B YeM He BUHOBHBI MPEI0
MHOI0, — TUXO OTBETHWJIa OTLLy 3/10Mn0ny4Has Mapus.

— Kak He BuHOBeH? Benpb Bce TBOe HecUacTbe, BCE TBOE I'O-
pe depe3 mMeHs!.. Y TeOst ObLT keHux, mooumblid rpad Carrera,
a sl OTHSUI ero y TeOs1 1 xkeHW Ha Jipyrou. .. Kusase ®emop Obut
MUJI TBOEMY CEp/ILy — s ¥ ero OTHsUI. BractomoOue u TiecnaBue
He J1aBali MHE NOKOosl. B cBoel ropapiHe 51 BO3MEUTal O MHO-
rom; AJIeKcaHIpa XOTe KeHUTh Ha 1japeBHe Enmzaserte, a Te0s
BBIJJATh 32 MajioyieTHero rocyaaps. Ho nmpaBocynubiii bor cmu-
PWJI MEHS1 U MOIO TOP/BIHIO U 10 JIes1aM BOo3Jasl MHe. A Thl, Ma-
11, TBOS CecTpa, Opar u O6efHast MaTh, 32 YTO BbI HECETE TOpe 1
HecuacTbe? VMl BOT BaM mpe/icTOUT ertie OoJbliiee ucrbiTane. Bol



noezieTe CO MHOU B JlajieKylo cHeroBylo Cubupb. e xe cripa-
BEJUIMBOCTb MOUX CyIEW, MOMX HEPYTroB? §l BUHOBEH — M Ka3HU
MEHS$I, a BaC, HEMOBUHHBIX, 32 UTO ke, 3a UTO? — YyTh HE C OTYa-
STHUEM ITPOMOJIBUIT MEHIIIMKOB.

— bBarromka, nepectaneM roBopuTh 00 3tom! Bam 6oibHO
BCIIOMUHATb.

— A Thl, TOUKa, MUJIasi, Jall OTBET, MPOCTUJIA JIM CTAPUKA OTIIA.

— la Mory M 51 cyaMTh Ballu AessHusA? Bbl — otell, BoJis HA10
MHOI0 — Baiia. Hu poritath, HY rHEBaThCs HA BaC 51 HE BIIPaBe, —
JIACKOBO MPOroBOpWJja KHsKHa Mapus, 1enys y otua pyky. —
MHe kajb Bac, OaTromika. Bel IPUBBIKIIM K BEJIMYMIO, K ClaBe!

— O00 BceM MpOILIOM BEJIMYMH, /JIsS MEHsl HaBcerjaa mnore-
PSIHHOM, 1 1aBHO 3a0b11. Ckaxy TeOe, Marma: s1 Obu1 pabom CBO-
UX CTpacTei, a Terepb HeCYaCTbe M rope Hay4wJu MeHs ObITh
JPYTUM 4YeIoBeKOM. PackasiHueM M MOJMTBOIO HAACIOCh 51 UCKY-
IUTh CBOW TpexH, cBoe 3a0nyxaeHue. CBOMM Bparam s JaBHO
npoctuit. Co3HaICh, MOKET ObITh, MHOTUM $I IIPUYMHILI 3710, HO
TaK ke HeMaJio U BBIBEJI B JIIOIM W3 HUIIETH U yooxkectBa. Ho
BCE MeHsI 3a0blIU, BCE TIOKUHYIIH.

— Muiblii, 1OpOroil OTel, CTAaHEM MOJIUThCSA, YTOOB bor He
3a0bu1 Hac. [lyctp monu 3a0ynyT, a momuaun Obl bor. Teneps s
CIOKOKMHA, MTOKOPSIOCh CBOEU YYACTH M TOTOBA €XaTh C BAMU XOTh
Ha Kpail cBeTa, — TBEPJO MPOroBopriia ObIBIIIAs IapcKasi HeBe-
cra.

MeHIMKOB Bblexan u3 cBoero PaneHOypra B poroxxHou Ku-
OuTKe, a B IBYX TeJierax, COMpOBOKIABIINX €r0, €XaJli MpelaH-



HbIE €EMY JIBOPOBBIE, PEIIMBIIUECS] HE OCTABJISATh CBOETO rOCIO-
JVHA U 10 THA UCIIUTh C HUM Yally HECUACThA.

[lo yka3y BEpXOBHOIO COBETa KaluTaH MeJbryHOB OTHS Y
MeHimkoBa Bce NMapajHOE IJIaThe, M MAaBIIEr0 BPEMEHIIMKA
OfIeJIA B CEpMSTY U TIPOCTOM TYJIYII, & €r0 TOJIOBY MPUKPHLIHA Oa-
paHben marnkou. Takylo ke MPOCTYI0 0Ky PUKA3AJI HAETh
Hapbe MuxaitsloBHe, €€ J04epsAM U ChIHY U B TAKOM BUJIE TTOBE3-
71 UX B Aanekyio Cuoups.

Hemano HenmpusITHOCTEW NPUIILIOCH OMadbHBIM MEHIIMKO-
BBIM BBHITEPIIETh U NEPEHECTH B fopore. Kamuran orpsaga Menb-
T'YHOB, KOTOPBIH COMPOBOXAAT UX, oOpamaiicsi ¢ MeHIIMKOBbIM
U C ero cembeil osnee uem xkecToko. Tak, e1Ba TOJIBKO OHU OTb-
exanu ot PanenOypra, MenbryHoB mpuKasai HOBHIOPOCUTD Bce
«JIMIITHUE BeIn», KOTOphle MEHIMKOBBI 3aXBaTHIN C COOOH B
JOpOry, MMPUYEM CUMTAJI 32 HEHYKHbIE BEL JBE-TPH Maphl I1J1a-
Ths1 MY’KCKOTO M KE€HCKOTO, HECKOJIbKO TyaJIeTHBIX BEIIMLI, B3sI-
ThIX I04epbMU MEHIIMKOBA, PUCOBAJIbHBIN U TUCbMEHHBIN MTPU-
60p cbiHa MeHIMKOBa ¥ TaK Jajee.

Houyepr MeHIMKOBA TOpbKO IJIAKaJIU, ITIAAA, KaK COJIaThl
C pa3IUYHBIMU MPUOAYTKAMU M HACMEIIKaMU Pa3BepThIBAIN U
Opocanu ux 6ejibe, TIaThs, IVIATKU | IPOYKre BEIIH.

— Ilocymiai, rocnonyH Kanuras, 3a4eM Thl Aejaelib 3107 —
C TSKEJIBIM B3JI0XOM CIIPOCUIT Y MenbryHoBa MEHIIMKOB.

— A 3aTeMm, YTO Ha 3TO UMEIO MPUKA3, — rpy0o oTBeTHI MeJb-
T'YHOB.

— Te, KTO pUKa3bIBaJT TeOE TAK MOCTYIIATh, — JIIOAU Oe3 cepa-



114, ¥ ThI, BUJHO, XOY€Illh OBITh MTOI00EH HM.

MeeryHOB He HAlLeJICS YTO OTBETUTH U BEJIEJI CBOMM COJJa-
TaM coOpaTh pa3OpOCaHHBIE IO IOPOre BEIH U YJIOKHUTH 00par-
HO B IOBO3KU. BUIHO, 1 y 3TOro 4epcTBOro 4esioBeKa 3aroBOpu-
JIO YYBCTBO KaJIOCTH K HECUACTHBIM MEHIIIMKOBBIM.

Io roponam, cenam 1 JepeBHAM HapOA I'YCTHIMM TOJIIIAMH BbI-
XOIUJI CMOTPETh, Kak Be3yT B CHOMpPh OMaJbHOTO BEIBMOXKY U
€ro CeMbl0; HEKOTOpbIe TIOChUIAIM UM BcJie] OpaHHbIE CIIOBa U
yrpo3bl, & HEKOTOPBIE JKaJIEIH UX.

MeHIMKOBa U €ro JeTel KAAJI0 APYroe TAKEI0e UCIIBITAHNUE.

Hapbss MuxaiioBHa, BCIO JOpOTY HE MEpPECTaBaBLIas TOPbKO
IUIaKaTh, OT MOCTOSIHHBIX CJIE€3 OCJIeIlIa U CUIIbHO 3axBopasia. He
Joe3kasi HecKobkux Bepct 1o Kazanu, B cene Bepxuuil Yciion
MEeHIIMKOB OCTAaHOBWJICSI HA HECKOJIBKO THEW B IPOCTOM Kpe-
CTBSIHCKOHM M30€, TaK KaK MPO0JIKaTh MyTh ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO:
crpagamuia lapbs MuxaiioBHa ymupaia.

Jlo mocneHero AbIXaHWsl OHa HAXOAWJIACh B MaMSITH, Jiexka Ha
CKaMbe, HaKphITOH ayOneHsM TyrynoM. Ee okpysxamu cam Men-
IIMKOB, JOYEPH U ChIH; OHU €/1Ba CIEP:KUBAJIM JYITUBIIUE UX Pbl-
JaHus.

— HaHwierd, THI 371€Ch? — 1200 CITPOCHIIA YMUPAIOIIASI.

— 3n1ech, 371€ech, [Japblolka.

— Ymupaiw 4, [JaHnibIg, NpoCTH, ECIA Y€M TPOBUHUIIACH.

—TeGe nmu y MeHsI mpoIileHu s TPOCHTh, lapbioiiika? MHe HyX-
HO TIPOIIIEHUs y TeOs MOJIUTb.

— 4 maBHO, MaBHO MpocTHiA TeOs. A JIOYKU U CBIHOK 37IECh,



OKOJIO MeHs1?

— Bce okono Te6s, [lapplomka.

— Bor u xopormo. I[Tpu Bac ayia Most OyieT paccTaBaThCs C Te-
JoM. TosbKO kab: HU TeOs, JJaHuJIbIY, HA IOYEK CBOMX U ChIH-
Ka s He BUKY. B3rysHyna Obl 1 Ha HUX B TIOCJIeHUM pa3oK. Ma-
IIEHbKA, MMOJOMIU, 51 OJArocjaoBII0 TeOs, a TaM OJaroCiaOBIII0 U
TeOs1, CallieHbKa, 1 1e0s1, CIHOK, 0JIAar0CIIOBIIIO B TIOC/IEAHUN pas.
0060 MHe He MJ1aubTe, AeTKH, U Thl, JlaHumbI4, He miays. . . [Tomy-
YHIIach 1, NOCTpagaa, nopa Ha nokou... K bory uny... Ha Ero
MIPaBBIA CY[I, — CJ1a0bIM TOJIOCOM TOBOPMJIA YMHPAIOIIAsT KHSATH-
Hs. — U tam, y Bora, 3a Bac, netku, u 3a te0s1, Anexcanap [a-
HUJIbIY, MOJIUTBCS s Oyay.

[onoc ymuparoiiieii Bee caden u crnadern.

— He noknpaii, He ocTaBisii HAC CUPOTaMu! — C TPOMKUM Pbl-
JJaHMEeM BOCKJIMKHYJI MEHIIMKOB, OIYCKAsICh Ha KOJIEHU TEepes
YMUPAIOIIEN KEHOM.

— Boxbsa Bons, Janunsra!.. Berans, nereid 6epern... 1 B,
JeTKU MUJble, OTIla Oeperute, movmTaite... ['ocrmoap Bac He
ocraBuT... [Ipomaiire... Momnurecs!..

3amornkia HaBcernaa OeqHast lapbst MuxaitioBHa. KonurHa ee
Opu1a THXasA. 1o npousonwio 10 mast 1728 rona.

MEHIIIMKOB CBOMMHU PyKaMH CKOJIOTWJI M3 JIOCOK I'po0 st
cBoe [lapbIolliku, ¢ KOTOPOM NPOXKUIT HE OAMH JIECATOK JIET Y-
ma B Aymry. Bmecte ¢ joyepbMu U CBIHOM OH CHeEC I'pod B 1Iep-
KOBb, IJIe CTAPEHbKUI CBSIIIIEHHUK HACKOpO oTren pady boxuto
HOBOIIPECTABJICHHYIO [lapbio.



Ha cenbckom morocte Harna cebe BeYHOE YCTIOKOEHHe KHS-
rus Jlapess Muxaiinoaa MenmmkoBa. B yooxecTBe u Hutnere
ell OBbLJIO CY)XJEHO OKOHUUThH CBOM JTHHU.

MeH1MKoBa M €ro JieTell 4yTh He CUJIOW OTTAIlWIN OT JJOPO-
rOil UX CepIIly MOTHIIBL.

[locne nonroro u yTOMUTEIBHOTO MyTH MEHIIMKOB € AeThbMHU
npuosul B ropox bepezoB. C omanbHBIM BEIBMOXKEH ObLIO
HECKOJIBKO CJIyT, KOTOPBIE M B U3THAHUM PEIINIUCh HE OCTaBJISATh
CBOETO rocrnoauHa. MeHIIMKOB caM, CBOMMH PyKamH MOCTPOUIT
JU1s1 ceOs U 1711 A€TEN JKUJIUIIE Y OKOJIO CBOET'O TOMHUKA HEOOJIb-
HIYIO IEPEBSIHHYIO IIEPKOBKY. POIoM U3 KpecThsiH, BO3BEAEHHBIN
MOIITHOIO pyKoIo Besivkoro [leTpa Ha epBylo CTylieHb B rocyaap-
CTBE, OH B CBOEM IMa/ICHUU HE yIaJl [yXOM, a C IPUMEPHOI TBEP-
JOCTBIO TIEPEHOCHIT TSIKENYIO OMay.




YacrTb BTOpas

BbUI0 NIeTHee cotHeuHoe yTpo, Thxoe; B HoBomeBrmubeM Mo-
HACThIpe OIarOBECTUIIM K OOeJIHE.

K cBATBIM BOpOTaM MOHACTBIPSI MOIbEXaJIa IIErobCKast Kape-
Ta ¢ TepOaMu, 3anpsKeHHas! B YeThIPe JIOMIAIU, C ABYMSI Taijiy-
KaMU B TIAPaJIHBIX JIMBPESIX; OHU OBICTPO COCKOUMIIU C 3aISATOK,
OTBOPWJIY JIBEPILY, U U3 HEe BBHIIIOPXHYJIa O0rato oferast MOJIO-
JIeHbKas1, XOPOIIIEHbKAs ICBYIIIKA.

Crapyika-MOHaXUHsI, CUZIEBIIIasi B CBATHIX BOPOTaX, BCTasla
Y, HU3KO TOKJIOHMBIIUCH TIPUEXABIIEH, IPOrOBOPHIIA:

— C MupOM B3bIIU B OOUTE b HAIIIy.

— MOKHO 11 MHE BHUJETh IL[APHUITy-MaTyIIKy? — CIIPOCHIIA Y
MOHAXWHH MTPUEXaBIIAst JeBYIIKA.

— [Noo6Goxaath Tede, roCIoka MIJIOCTUBAS, TIPUAETCS. .. TO-
CyIapBIHSI-MaTYIIIKa TOJBKO YTO U3BOJIMJIA B LIEPKOBb IPOUTH K
oOelHe.

— Y0 Xe, s OOXKLY ... cama TIOW/IY B LIEPKOBb.

— PaHo ernie, rocroska, TOJIbKO K Yacam ynapuid. [loryssii o
MOHACTBIPIO, @ TO B Halll cajiouek nporau. Tuxo y Hac, Xoporo!
A T103BOJIb CIIPOCHUTH, TOCIIOKA, KTO ThI Oy/IeIb? — C JIOOOMBIT-
CTBOM TIOCMAaTpPUBasi HA KPACUBYIO MOJIOAYIO IEBYIIIKY, CIIPOCHIIA



MOHAXHHSI.

— Hlepemeresa s, Haranba bopucosHa.

— He nouka mu 6yaenis nokoitnomy rpagy bopucy IlerpoBuuy
[lepemeteBy?

— Ha... 51— ero go4b, — ckpomHo orBeTuIa Hatanbsa bopucos-
Ha.

— TonyOymika, rpaguniomka!l.. Hakonenr ['ocrions mMHe pa-
JOCTh TIocyal Te0s yBuaeTh!.. Benb TBOW NMOKOMHBIN pOAUTEND
OnarozieresieM HamuMm ObUL. Buiib, KpernocTtHas s1 ero Obula, a
rpac Ha BOJIIO BECh Halll IOM OTIYCTUII. .. M 3Haemns ji 3a 4To?
TBoM GaTIOIIKA ITOOXOTUTHCS ITOEXAJ B JIEC, @ MOU OOJIbITIaK Opar
CemeH B IBOPOBBIX OXOTHHMKAX CIy:KuI. BOoT Ha oxoTe 60sbioi
MeJBe/Ib ¥ TIOAMSLT 1of, ceOs1 TBoero Oatioiiky, a CeMeH BOBpe-
Ms yCresl U MPUCTpes MeaBeasa. BoT mokonHs rpag 3a 310
Y Ha BOJIIO OTITYCTHUIL.

— Baronka-nokoWHUK MPaBUIBHO MOCTYMWI: 32 OOJIBIIYIO
yCIIYTy W Harpaja Oosnpinas. A CKaxu, MaTyIlIKa, KaK 3BaThb Te-
05, — cnpocwia y MoHaxuHu rpaduns Haramest BoprcoBHa, —
Jla MHE CBOIO KeJIENKY YKaXH: s OT MaTYIIKU-IIApUIIbl U K TeOe
3aiy.

— Ilon KonoKoNMbHEN MOs KesleWKa... 3aiau, rpaduHIOIIKa,
ocyaciBb MeHA. A 30ByT MeHs [unmkepuen. Ila risHb-Ka,
[JI5IHb, TPa(PUHIONIKA: KaXWCh, ITAPUILY-TO BEIYT U3 IIEPKBH. ..
TaK U €CTh! — MOCIIEIIHO MTporoBopuia I mkepusi, nokaspiBas Ha
CTOJIMUBIIAKCS OKOJIO IIEPKOBHOM MarepTy Hapo/.

C naneprtu cxonuia BaoBa-apuua Epnokus ®enoposHa, us3



pona JlonyXuHbIX, TPOTUB BOJM MOCTPUKEHHAS] B MOHAXUHU 110
npukasdy umneparopa Ilerpa Benukoro. Ee ¢ nouerom Beamn mo-
HaXUHU.

— Yro-TO rocyapblHsA-MaTyIlKa paHO U3 LIEPKBHU BbIIILIA, BUI-
HO, €l HeMO3JJOPOBUJIOCH, — TUXO MPOroBOpriIa MOHaxuHs [ m-
Kepus.

— 4 BOT cenyac nmogoray K Lapuiie-Maryiike, — IporoBopusa
rpacpunsa LlepemereBa, a 3aTeM TOPOIUIMBO MOIILJIA HABCTPEUY
HApUIle U MPU ee MPUOIKEHNH TIOKJIOHWIACh el 10 3eMIId. —
bnarocioBu, rocygapbiHsa-MaTymka!

— Bor 6narocnoeur. Berans!.. [pen equasiM Borom mpekJio-
HSINCS, — BJIACTHBIM TOJIOCOM ITPOTrOBOpMIIA OBIBINAS CYTIPYTa Be-
nukoro Ilerpa.

— B oGurens, napuiia-MaryIiika, 1 HAPOIHO Iprexasia, YToObl
MOBU/IATh Y MIOKJIOHUTHCSI TBOEMY BEJIMUUIO.

— Kakoe mozxet ObiTh Beinurie ”HOKUHU? Ubst Th1? Kak 3BaTh
TeOs?

— 4 — nous bopuca Ilerposuua Illepemeresa.

— Houb bopuca lllepemereBa? 3HaBasia s TBOETO OTIIA, 3HABA-
na!.. BepHbIM CIIyroi0, roBOPST, OH ObUT MOEMY MOKOMHOMY MY-
Ky I[erpy, B rpacsl ero rocynapb rnpoussen. A 1edst Kak 3BaTh?

— Haranben, rocygapbelHs-MaTyIlKa.

— 3aiy KO MHE B KeJIblo, IOTOBOPUM. XOTb U HENIO30POBU-
JIOCh MHE, TIOTOMY M PaHO YyIIUIa U3 LIEPKBH, a BCe ke s paja Tede,
rpa¢uns Haranps. ..

— 3eMHOU MOKJIOH, MaTyIIKa-1apuiia, Teoe 3a Jacky! — 1 rpa-



(punsa Haranwsss bopucoBHa, A0 3eMiii TOKJIOHUBIIUCH TAPCTBEH-
HOV MHOKMHE, NIOIIA 32 HEIO B KEJbIO.

TonbKO HEJaBHO BEPHYJIACh Iapvlla-WHOKMHS B MOCKBY U3
3aTOYEHMU .

B HoBoneBrubem MOHACTBIpE 1711 Hee OTBEIeHbI ObLTN CaMble
JIy4dllIMe KeJIbU, € BO3/1aBAJI LJAPCKUE ITOYECTU U HA3bIBAJIU Te-
nepb He craputier EneHol, a Benmkou rocyaapsinen EBiokuen
®deopoBHOM.

Hemasio ropst 1 HecuacThsi niepeHecna napuiia EBgokusi, B
nHouecTBe Enena. OHa pocia U pa3BUBAJIaCh B TEPEMY; €€ OTell,
6osipuH JlomyxuH, ¥ MaTh OBUIM JIIOJIBMU CTApPOro 3aKaja, IMpH-
JEeP)KUBAJTUCH CTAPUHBI U KOCO CMOTPEJIM Ha pa3Hble HOBILECTBA,
KOTOpbIE CO BpeMeH Iaps AJiekcess MuxaiyioBuya CTajiu «u3
HEeMeTUYHMHBI» MPoHUKaTh B Poccrio. Kpacusa 6si1a EBnokus Jlo-
MyXWHA: CTaTHas, MoJiHasA, Oenasi, C pyMsiHIIeM BO BCIO ITIEKY, C
SICHBIM B30POM, C COOOIMHBIMU OPOBSAMU, C KOCAMH YyTh HE JI0
IIAIT, TAK YTO BCE CYJIUJIM €l OOJBIIOE CYACThE U 3HATHOTO KEHU-
xa. W nerctButenbHO, BOOBa Haps Asnekces Muxannosuya Ha-
Tasbst KupriutoBHa BbhIOpasia KpacaBuily JyHIo B &KeHBI CBOEMY
nepxaBHoMy cbiHy [letpy.

Kpenko, cepneyno momoomna Epnokus denopoBHa CBOEro
MyXka 11apsi, 3Toro uygo-oorareipsi! B mepBoe Bpemst u OH ObLI
HEXEH U MpeaynpenTelieH ¢ KpacaBuuen xkeHou. Ho 3o mpo-
JOJIKAJIOCh HEJJOJITO: BCKOPE OH CTaJl IO LEJIbIM HeJeJIsIM, MecsI-
1[aM OCTaBJISITh €€ CKy4aTh B OJJMHOYECTBE, OTYACTU Oydy4uH 3a-
HAT JI€J1aMH MPABJIEHUs U 33JyMaHHbIMHA UM pepopmMamu, a OT-



YacTu Mo BIUSTHUEM CBOEro yBiieueHus1 AHHOU MOHC, ¢ KOTo-
poi oH no3Hakomwics B Kykyii-ciodone.

Ckyuana napuna Esnokus ®enoposHa. Ho BOT el Ha pajiocTb
Y Ha YTeXY POIWJICA ChiH; AJIEIIEHbKOM €r0 Ha3BaJI B YECTb I10-
YUBIIETO Jie/1a, aps Anekcess Muxainouua. Ctas OH pacTu, HO
HE 3aTHXJIa CKYKa B CEPILE €ro MaTepu; HET, PSJIOM C HEIO CTaJla
pa3BUBATHCS] U PEBHOCTD.

«He mo6ut MeHs napb-MyK, He JIIOOUT; BUHO, Kpallle 1a MU-
Jiee ceOe Haillen, a 51 He Hy)xHa emy craia. [To mecsiy u 6omblie
B m1a3a He BuxKy [lerpa. Pa3moOwn oH, pa3modmi. A s u ero
He JIIoOuIa, 51 1 He royouna? Y Bot miara 3a Moo JoOOBb, 32
MoI0 JlacKy. EMy HOBIIIecTBa pa3Hble HYKHBI Ja JUKOBHUHKA 3a-
MOpCKasi, a He JKeHa», — Aymalia MoJofiasl [apuIia.

Co ciie3amu BCTpeyasia OHA Cynpyra M ynpekasia ero 3a 4a-
cThie OTIIydku. Xmypuics [letp, ciaymias ynpeku keHbl; He 10
HpPaBy eMy 3T0 ObLJI0; OH coBceM oxJajen Kk EBnokuu denoposne
Y OIISITh TOKUHYJI €€.

HanpacHo ocranasmvBaim Ilerpa napuna-marte M Mosnoaas
KeHa.

— He k Tomy 51 pu3BaH, rocyapblHs-MaTyIlIKa, YTo0bl I0Ma
CHJETh CJIOXKA PYKU: MEHS KJeT Oosbinas padota, O0JbIIasi JJIOM-
ka. [Ipoctu u GIarocyioBu ChiHA HA BEJIMKUN TPYaA! — MpOIasich
¢ MaTepbio, rporoBopu Iletp, a Kk cBoeit MoJI0/I0i KeHe oOpa-
TWICA C TAKUMHU cjioBaMu: — Hu cne3amu, HM nonpekamMu MeHst
THl HE OCTAHOBHIIIb, a TOJILKO O3JIOOMIIL OOJIBIIIE.

[Mpoxomuu Henenw, MecsIpl, a aps [leTp Bce ObUT B OTITyY-



ke. Cre31MBbIMU TMCbMaMU 3BAJU LIAPUILIA-MaTh U MOJIOZIAsI Ke-
Ha; Haranes KupruiutoBHa HacTosiTenbHO TpeOoBaia ero BO3Bpa-
uieHus, a EBnokus ®enopoBHa yMWIBHO IPUCOEAUHATA U CBOU
MPOCHOBI.

«['ocynapio moemy pagocru, uapio Ilerpy AnekceeBnuy, — rnu-
cajia MoJofias apuua. — 3ApaBCTBYM, CBET MOM, HA MHOXKECTBO
net! [Ipocum MustocTH, OXaTyH, rocyaapb, Oynu K HaM He 3a-
MeIlIKaB. A f TP MWIOCTH MaTyIIKMHOM KMBa, )KEHYIIKA TBOS
JlyHbKa 4eiomM ObeT».

A 1yt mwennymm napune EBnokun PenopoBHe, 4TO y Laps
Iletpa Ha CcTOpOHE €CTh Ipyras *eHa, «HeMka MoHcuxa», u
HEBEHYaHHas1, ¥ 3TO PA30XKIJI0O PEBHOCTh B CEP/LIE MOJIOION 11a-
PHILIBL

Korma npuexan [1etp, oHa BCTpeTmiia ero ¢ OONbIIMMHU yIpe-
Kamu 1 Oonbimumu criezamu. [Tponsornia ccopa, U cieicTBUeM
9TOro ObUIO TO, UTO EBOKMS PeopoBHA YroAuaa B MOHACTHIPD,
ObLJIa HACWJILHO TTOCTPUKEHA U CTajla He NAPUIIeI0 MOCKOBCKOM,
a MoHaxuHen EneHoM. BMECTO MBIIIHBIX IAPCKUX XOPOM OYy-
TUJIaCh OHA B YOOTOH Kellbe, OMHOKAsI, BCEMH 3a0bITasi, BCEMHU
OCTaBJIEHHAS.

Tskko et ObUTO OT 3TOM XU3HU. [Ipekae BpeMeHn cocTapu-
nace EBnokusa ®enoposHa. Ilorycknenu y Hee ouu, nponai py-
MSHELI C JIMLIA, IIEKY BBAIMJIMCH U €€ KPACUBBIE BOJIOCHI CEIMHON
NOKpbUIUCh. U cTana oHa Aymarb O MECTH LIaplO-TUTaHTY.

[Moapoc mapeBuy Aiekcelt 1 cTasl ObIBaTh Y MaTepy B MOHa-
cThipe. Mathb cTajia BOOpyXarb €ro NpoTUB OTLA, HO 9TO MOBEJIO



JIMIIIb K TUOEJIM HecYacTHOro mapeBuya Ajnekces. [Toru6 Jmoroi
cMepThIo 1 Kpacasel] reHepai Crena [1e60B, K KOTOpOMY ObI-
Jla HEPAaBHOJYIIIHA LJapulia, a €€ caMoe I0J] CTPOTUM KapayJioM
otnpaBwiy B Jlazory, B YcneHckuil MoHacThipb. TyT OHa U ripo-
KWUJIa HEMaJIo JIeT B TECHOW KeJlbe, IO OIMTeIbHBIM MPUCMOT-
POM 110 JHsA KoHUMHBI umrnieparopa Ilerpa Benukoro. C Bomape-
HUeM umIiepaTpullbl Ekatepunsl 1 ObIBIIYIO 1apHIly TIepeBe3n
B llnuccensOypr, a orTyaa — B MockBy, B HoBozeBrumii MoHa-
CTBIPb.

Boizis B CBOIO KeJblo, [IApUIIa-UHOKMHS MEePeoJIeNach 1, yca-
’KMBasICh B Kpecyo, 00paTuiiach K CBOEH I0HOHM rOCThe:

— Taxk TBI — 7OYB OOsipuHa, TO OMIL rpaca bopuca IlerpoBu-
ya [llepemereBa? Moil NOKOIHBII LIAPb-MYK PYCCKUX MPUPOK-
JeHHBIX 0OsIp B HeMelkue rpadbl mpousBoan. JI0OWIT MOKOK-
HUK HEMETUUHY U YyTh Bcell Pycu B HeMeTunHy He oBepHYy! —
B3BOJIHOBaHHO J100aBWJIa OHA W, MOKasbiBas rpacuHe Haranbe
MECTO Ha CTyJIe, PSJIoM ¢ coboro, mpeioxuia ei: — Caaucs!.. B
HOr'ax MpaB/bl HET!

— Cwmelo 1M £, llapylia-MaTyllka, CUIEeTh nepej To00?

— Kakas g napuua? MoHaxuHsl CMUpEHHas s, a He lapuua.
TouHo, ObLIa U 5 TAPUIIEH, TOJBKO 3TO IABHBIM-JABHO MPOIILIO.
Bce nponuio, Bce pymmiiocs. .. Hy, noeenait Mue, Haransionika,
yto HOBoro? IlpaBay Jiu roBopsT, YTO MOU BHyuYeK-11apb MeH-
IIMKOBA OTIIPaBUJI B CChUIKY ?

— IIpaBaa, rocynapblHsI-MaTyIlIKa, IPaBa, KHsA3b MEHIIMKOB
B IOCyJapeBy ONaJIy IOMNaJ.



— W wumro, Humro emy. Eime moTol Ka3HM ceqoBaio Obl
€ro mnpeaarb. 3/100eU OH MHE M CBIHKY MOEMY 3JI0IOTY4YHOMY.
Hemano stor MeHimukoB 3710061 Aa HecyacTbsl npuHec. O T'oc-
noau, npocty, nomuiyi!.. CiioBaMu CBOMMM $I IPEX COBEPIIIU-
na! I'pemanna s, rpemaunal.. JIa yxx 00JHO MHOTO U BBICTpa-
JiaJ1a, MHOTO JIIOTOTO TOpsl IEPEHECa, OTTOrO U CEPALIE MOE CTa-
J10 Takoe 37100Ho0e! 3HaunT, MeHmkoBa nocruria kapa I'ocrnon-
HA? O ero nageHuu HegaBHO nucail MHe OcrepMmaH. [la rmioxo s
€My BepIo: MMOJIn3a OH, JIbCTell, XUTpPbIi Hemell. Kperko 60och
4, 4YTO OH M BHYyKa Moero, Ilerpyimeneky, ucrioprui. .. Bor eme
JloNropyKOBBIX $1, TPENTHULIA, HeIOMI0OMMBA0! A TOBOPST, KHS3b
WBaH nHI0€T 1 HOUYeET y rocyaapA... ['ocynaps MooaeHeK, npu-
BSI3YMB, DJISAMILD — )KMBO BCETO MOCIYIIAETCS, YTO BOPOTH €r0
U3 KOPBICTH IS ce0s1 eMy IMOCOBETYIOT. A JIOJTO JIA TYT JI0 Tpe-
xa? Bot u 6omut mMoe cepatie, Kak Obl [leTpyllieHbKy He UcIop-
! .. KTo uX 3Haer, 4To JIIoAUIIKY, OJIM3 HEro, MOJIOIEHBKOTO,
HECMBILUIEHOTO CTosAlue, 3anymMaid. COBCEM HE 3HAIO S KHA3S
WBana... Moxer, Tbl, rpaMHIONIKA, 3HACIIb €r0?

— Kak ke, rocygapblHsi-MaTyIlIKa, 3Hal0, — BCSI BCIIBIXHYB U
OITyCKasl CBOI0 XOPOLIEHBKYIO TOJIOBKY, TUXO OoTBeTHIa Harasbs
BbopucoBHa.

— Ha 11 uTo? C Yero 4To 30pbKa ajiasi BCIbIXHY/A U FOJIOBYII-
Ky cBo onyctiia? BumHo, nomoowuna kasa3s Meana? Tak, dro
m?

— Marymka-niapuna. .. 5 3a Tem 1 B 0OUTeNb TIpHUexaa, 4yTo-
Obl BU/IETh TBOM IPECBET/IBIE OUU W, €CITU YIACTCSI, UCTIPOCUTD



TBOETO OJIarOCJIOBEHM S HAa HOBYIO kU3Hb. KHs13b VBaH Asekcee-
BUY IIPOCUT MOETO COIJIACHS C HUM I10J] YECTHBIM BEHel] uaTH. B
[Nutepe s b1, TaM U yBUAAT MeHsI KHs3b MBan. U3 [Tutepa on
Y IIMCbMO MPUCIIaJL, IPOCUT Moero cormacus. CKOpo OH ¢ BeU-
KUM rocyaapem B MockBy npuOyger. .. B muceme-To ere takast
NIPUIHCKA €CTh: «XO0TeNoch Obl MHE MpHexaTh K TeOe B MajaThl
HE YyKMM YEJIOBEKOM, & TBOMM JKEHUXOM>.

— J1a MHe-To uTo A0 3Toro? C yero Thl B3lyMajia MOEIro COBETa
MPOCUTH !

— A BOT C 4ero, MaTyIka-rocynapbiasa! Tel — cBATas crapuua,
MHOT'O rOpsl IEpPEHecsa U Pa3HOrO HECUacTHs BbITEpIielia, U3Be-
Jaina xu3Hb. Bot bor 1 Haloymu1 MeHs1 IPOCUTh TBOETO COBETA
Y [0CJIeIOBATh MYJPbIM cJIoBaM TBoUM. Ellie, MaTyiika-1iapuiia,
TBI U3BOJIAJIA CKa3aTh, YTO rOCyIaphb NpUBA3AICA K KHA3W0 VBa-
Hy. IlpaBaa 310... A Begomo ym Tebe, uto KHsA3b VBaH Bener
KU3Hb OecIIadaIHyo, pasryabHyo?

— CrplIaja mpo To, CIIbIIIaja, BOT U 00I0Ch, YTOOBI MOW BHYK-
rocyjapb He Hay4dusicsl AypPHBIM IpuMepaM OT KHA3d VBaHa.
Benp gypHOe ckopee nepeHuMaeTcs, YeM XOpolliee.

— A g-10, Maryiuka-uapuua, Ha yro? Cra xeHowo KH:3s VBa-
Ha, 51 IOCTapaloCh OTCTPAHUTD €ro OT Bcero aypHoro... Cepate y
Hero 100poe, XOpollee; ero CKOpo MOKHO Bpa3yMHTh M OT pas-
ryJja OTYy4MTb.

— ITomoru tebe I'ocrions B 3ToM, Haransiomka! 3a tBoe O1a-
roe HamepeHue u Tede Onaro OyzeT.

— Tak Tbl, MaTyIIKa-rOCYAAPBIHS, COU3BOJISIENHL HA MO Opak



¢ kHsA3eM MBanom? — pagoctHo cipocuia Haranbs bopucoBHa.

— Tw1, Hatanblonka, ¢ neporo B3nisgaa NPUILIACh MHE 110
HpaBy. Yucroe y 1ebds1 cepmiie, xoportee. 1 pana TBoeit cynpoe,
TBOEMY CYACTbIO, TOJIbKO CMOTPH — ITPOYHO JIU TO cyacThbe Oyner?
51 Tak ke, Kak BOT ThI, PaJjOBaIaCh OE3MEPHOMY CUACTBIO, KOTA
BbIXOIMIA 3a naps Ilerpa 3amyx, ogymana, C4aCTblO TOMY KOH-
1a He OyJeT, a OHO MPOHECIOCh Kak MUT equHblid. [Ipoctu noka,
ycTana 1, nouay npuisary. A 3a kHsa3da MBana Beixoqu. [lpuener
OH B MOCKBY, 51 ¢ HUIM camMa MOroBOpIO.

CuaciBOM 1 TOBOJIBHOM BEPHYJIach Mostofas rpacpuns [le-
peMereBa Ha BO3JBMKEHKY, B CBOU POCKOILIHBIE AJIATHI.

II

B narHaguaty Bepcrax oT MOCKBBI )KMBOIMCHO PaCKHUHYJIACh
Ooibinas ycagpOa ['opeHky, mpuHajyiekaBinas KHI310 AJIeKcelo
I'puropsesuuy J1oAropykosny.

KHspxeckue naiatsl ObUM yIOOHBI M IOMeCTUTe bHbL. KameH-
Hasi JIECTHULIA U [IBEPb C JKeJIE3HBIMU 3aTBOPAMU BEJIU B OOJIbILINE
CEHU, B KOTOPBIX HAXOAUJIOCh HECKOJIBKO CTEKJISIHHBIX (POHAPEH.
B npreMHBIX OKOSIX CTOSUTH JIABKH U CTYJTbsI, OOUTHIE IBETHBIMU
CYKHaMH U KOXel0; TYT K€ HaXOAWJIMCh U CTOJbI, JIMTIOBBIE U J1y-
O0BblE, pe3Hble, KPYIVIbIE U YEThIPEXyrOJIbHbIE; HEKOTOpbIE Obl-
71 OOUTHI KOXKEH, a HEKOTOPbIe TIOKPBITH LIBETHBIMH CKATEPTSI-
mu. Ha cTeHax, MOKpHITBIX 000SIMU BUIITHEBOW KaMKH WA KaM-
YaTHBIMU 3€JICHSIMU, MECTaMH ObLTH TIPUOUTHI KOBPBI; B KaXKIOM



TOpHHMIIE HAXOMMIMCh 00pa3a B JOPOTMX OKJIAAax; B MapajHON
ropuuue Buces noprper Ilerpa I, nucaHHbI Ha MOJIOTHE, B 30-
JIOUEHOW pame; B TOHM K€ TOPHUIIE HAXOIUJIUCh OOJbIIINE CTeH-
HbIE Yachl M OPraH; Ha JIBePsIX U Ha OKHAaX — CYKOHHbIE KPaCHbIe
JParMpPOBKH.

Bornee TmarensHo Oblia yOpaHa rOpHHIIA, TPeIHA3HAYABIIAS -
cs1 s mpuesna rocynaps Ierpa I1; 3nech MeOIMPOBKY cOCTaB-
751 OOJbIIIMe Kpeca, OOUThIe BUIIIHEBBIM OapXaToM U OTIe-
JIaHHBIE 30JI0THIMU U CepeOPSIHBIMU TaJTyHAMU; PE3HBIE CTOJIBI U
CTYJIbsI, TyOOBBIN PE3HOM MIKA(), KPYIJIbIN MOCTABEll, POCKOIITHAS
pe3Hasi KpoBaTh C MO30JI0YEHHBIM BEPXOM, C 3€JIEHOI0 TapTIHOIO
3aBEChl0, MTyXOBasl MEepUHA U TaKue ke MOAYIIKM ¢ KaMYaTHbIM
OJIeSIJIOM; Ha CTEHaX, OOUTHIX KUTAUCKUMH 000SIMH, BHCEJIO pa3-
HOT'O PO/Ia OPY:KHUE: MUILATU, PYXKbsl, BAHTOBKH, TUCTOJIETHI, ajie-
Oapapl Ha JBEPsIX, MMKU U MPOY. ; HA CTOJIaX KPacoBaJIMCh Pa3Hble
BEIlY — «KKUTAWCKUI YEPHBIH 1IKATYJI», KPYIJIEHbKHE Yepernaxo-
BbI€, OIIPaBJICHHbIE CepeOPOM KOPOOOUKH C OJIaArOBOHHBIMU CBe-
yamu, TyOOBast «XOJIMOTOPCKAasi CKPBIHST» C BBIJIBUKHBIMU STV~
KaMH, KUTAaUCKU YMBbIBaJIbHBINA JIAPYMK C ITYWCKUM MBUIOM U
MHOT'O Ipyrux Oe3aeyIiex.

HameBo OT KHSDKECKOro joma OBUIM PAacCrOJIOKEHbI W30bI
IUIs1 IBOPOBOM TMPHCITYTH, Jasiee uIa 6epe3oBasi polla ¢ mcap-
HbIM JBOpOM. KOHIOIIHY ObLIM NIepenoHEHbl TOPOAUCTHIMU JIO-
IIaJIbMU, & B KAPETHBIX CapasiX HAXOAWJIUCh BCEBO3MOKHbIE IKH-
K.

[MonBastel 1 orpeda B I'opeHKax ObUTH MeperoTHEHb Pa3HbI-



MU 3aMOPCKMMH BUHAMU, PYCCKUMU HACTOMKAMM, pa3IMuHbIMU
Me/IaMHU M KBACaMHU, 4 TaKkKe U BCEBO3MOKHOM MPOBU3UEM.

[Tnpoko, TEII0 U CHITO KUJIOCh B TOM IOJAMOCKOBHOM YCa/Ib-
6e HonropykoBa. OnHako caMm OH U ero chiH VBaH 6e30T/1yy-
HO HaxXOJWJIKCh MPU IOHOM rocyaape, a B ['opeHkax Haxonusach
kHArnHA IIpackosesa IOpeeBHa ¢ noueppmu Exarepunon u Ene-
Ho#. KH:3b AJiekcel, ocienyieHHblil yecTomoOueM, pyKoBOIM-
MBIM TOJIKO CUACT/JIMBOIO 3BE3[I0M, KOTOpas MOCTaBWJA €ro, C
najgeHreM MeHIMKOBa, BIIPYT Tak OJM3KO K TOCYAapio, TyMal
TOJIBKO O TOM, Kak Obl HE MPOIYCTUTh BPEMEHH, MOKa CBETUT
emie 3Be3qa. He 3Hast mpenena cBoeMy 4ecToNoOMIO, OH, MO-
106HO MEHIIMKOBY, BO3bIMEN HETPpeMEHHOE KelaHWe BblIaTh
CBOIO JI0ub EkaTeprHy 3a umMneparopa-oTpoka, 3a0bIB 00 y4acTu
HecyacTHOro MeHimkoBa U ero gouepu Mapuu.

OpHaxapl B TEIUIbIA MAliCKUM Beuep KHs3b Auiekceud [ 'puro-
pbeBUY HEOXUAAHHO MPUOBUT B T OpeHKH, YeM HeMaJlo yIUBUII
CBOIO JKEHY U JJoUepen.

— MpbI HUKaK He kaanu 1eds, KHs3b AJIeKcel, HbIHYE, a Thl
— Ha! He)KAAHHO-HETaJlaHHO K HaM MOXaJIOBaJl, — BCTPETUIIA €TO
KHATUHS.

— Tak-t0 nyu4iiie, — 3MI0pOBasICh C KEHOIO, OTBETHII AJIeKCcei
I'puropsesuy.

— ToI morocruiib y Hac?

— Wb, uto ckazana! Jla pazBe moxHO? Pa3Be Thl He 3Haelllb
Hammx fen, [TpackoBbst FOpweBHa? Teneps k Ham rocygapb Oma-
TOBOJIHT, @ HE TOPYH 1 TOCTOSIHHO BO IBOPIIE, TP rocynape, Obl-



710 OBl COBCEM Apyroe: TyT Obl MOE MECTO 3aHsu1 Apyrou. Pazy-
Meelllb JI1, KHATUHIOMKA?

— Iinoxo s, Anekceli I'puropbeBuy, pazymero Balliy IpyugBop-
HbIE TOHKOCTH.

— A 3Haemp v, KHATHHIOIIKA, KAKO€E CJIOBO S TeOE MOJIBJIIO?
Tonbko THI IOOW PUTBOPH TMOIUIOTHEE ABEPU, YTOOBI KTO-JIMOO
HE MOJCITyIIal.

— Hy, nputBopuia. .. cka3biBail.

— 3a aBepsAMM HeT HUKoro? Jloauiku He Topyar?

— 3auem uM TyT ObITh? B mepeaneit um mecto... Hukoro y
JBEPEN HET, TOBOPH, KHSA3b, HE TOMHU.

— JlagHo, 4 cam elle nocMoTpIo! — cKa3as KHA3b U JIMLIb T10-
cJie TOro, Kak yOequscs, YTo UX HUKTO He MOJCTYIINBAET, TUXO
CIIPOCHJT Y KEHBI: — XO0TeN0Ch Obl TeOe OBITh TOCYJapeBOi Tetei ?

— Jla ThI, KHA3b, YTO 3T0? B cCBOEM yme? — IOUTH BBIKPUKHYJIA
KHATUHA. — [la 4TO ThI 3aymMaJl, 4To 3agymai’?

— Yro 3agyman, to u Oyner. Toapko Thl MHE He Melai!..
Kua3p Bacwmit Jlyknd u gpyrue Haim poaudy Bce COrTIaCUINCh
nomorarb MHe. TONbKO HUKak He Mory yjaomarb MBaHza... Bor
I'ocnone bor Hazsenun MeHs CBIHKOM-TO!..

— Auexceit ['puropbud, 9To TH TOBOPHIIB TOJIBKO? Bemp 00
9TOM U NOAyMarhb crpaiHo. Heyxenu ydacte MeHmmkoBa He
OCTaHaBJIMBAeT TeOsI OT HECOBITOUHBIX KEJIAHUH ?

— Yro MenmmkoB? OH XOTh M XuTep OblL1, HO, HAYaB CBOE
J€J10 XOPOILIO, OKOHYUTB-TO €TI0 HE CyMell.

— A TBI CyMeelIb, CyMeelllb?



— [a, cymeio u rocyaapsi ’eHIo Ha Hailel gouepu. A Tsl, [Ipac-
koBbsl IOppeBHA, M HE qymayl NpenArcrsoBarth stomy!.. Jla, g
3HAIO, Thl — )KEHIIMHA YMHasl, paCCyIUTEIbHAs], TPOTUB MEHS Thl
HE MOM/IEIIb.

— Kak s noiimy npotuB Te6s1? Thl, KHA3b, cUIbHEe MeHs. Ho
XOPOIIIEro B TBOEM JieJie s1 HUIETO He BUKY HU TS TeOsl, HU JUTst
Bcex Hac! Bolock 4, 4To ¥ HAC MOCTUTHET Takasl ke y4acTb, Kakas
NOCTUTTIa MEHIIIMKOBBIX, @ MOXKET ObITh, ¥ TOTO XyXe, — C TITy00-
KuM B3710X0M nporosopusia IIpackoses IOpreBHa.

— TuryH Tebe Ha 3bIK, ITynast 6ada! — ¢ cepaeM BOCKJIMKHYJ
KHSI3b. — 5] He paj1, uTo ¥ 3aroBOPHII C TOOOIO MPO 3ITO JIEIO.

— U1 ne Hano, He roBopu... [lenail kak 3Haelb, MemaTh Tebe
s He Oy1y, a 3a JieTedl MOJIMThCS CTaHy, YToObl uX bor u3daBmt
OT HECUYACTBA.

—Bor 1 naBHo Okl Tak ! 3aBTpa MBan xoten npuexars. Thl Beab
3Haelb, oH 3a Haraneio [llepemereBy cBatasicsi. Buepa Obut B
JIOME Y HEBECThI U MOJIyUrJI €€ COIJIacue.

— Bor stomy g nopanyiwocs. I'paduna Haranea bopucosHa —
IIpUMepHas IeBULIA, TUXas, CkpoMHas. Paja 51 3a MBany1iky, BOoT
Kak paja. CuactimB oH OyzeT ¢ rpaduHeit Haranbeit. OHa cyme-
€T OCTAaHOBUTH €T0 OT KyTeXkel U MOMOeK.

— Hypak tBOM VMBaH, 6ombmoit aypak! Emy B pyku camo cya-
CTbE IUIBIBET, TOJILKO OepH, He JIeHUCh. ['ocynapb Tak K HeMy MpH-
BA3AJICS, UTO HE PACCTAaeTCsl C HUM. 3aXOTu Tosibko MBaH, Tak
NIepBEHIIINM YeI0OBEKOM B rocyaapcTBe crai Obl. Beab rocynapb
€ro BO BCEM CITyIIaeT, Kak VBaH ckaxer, Tak ToMy u ObITh. OH



BCEX MUHUCTPOB MOT ObI B pYKH 3a0paTb.

— YV UBanymiku xoportasi fy1ia, 100pasi, OH He YeCTOMOOUB, —
nepeOuBast Myxa, POrOBOPHJIA KHATHHSI.

— Bech B TeOs: Takoit ke MAMIIA, OeccpeOpeHrK, ¥ HeMaJso
TpyZla CTOUT MHE BJIUSITH HA HErO Tam, YTOOBI OH Tepes1 rocyaa-
peM B Hallly pyKy padoTall, YeCTH U MOTYIIIECTBY Halllero poja
criocooctBoBal. U Beb ObIOCH $1, OBIOCH, @ TOJIKA MOKA OT ITOTO
HemHoro. Hy 1a octaBuM roBoputsb 1po 31o!.. ABOCh 51 BCe-Taku
nepenomnio Meana. Crynaid, nouui ko MmHe KaTio: MHe Hajo ¢
Helo MoOece1oBaTh.

— Ceiuac nouuio.

Kusarunsg [packoBbs KOpbeBHa BblIlILIA, U CITYCTSI HEMHOI'O B
TOpHUILY K OTIly BHOpxHYJa Kars.

Ona OblTa OYEeHb KpacuBa M CTPOIHA U MOTyYHIa JOBOJIBHO
XOpollee [0 TOMY BpeMeHU 00pa30BaHue; OHA OYEHb JI0JITO KUJa
B Bapmage y cBoero nsaau kHsa3s ['puropus ®enoposuua [oi-
TOPYKOBA U HAYYMJIACh TAM CBETCKOMY OOpaIeHuIo.

EnBa oHa BoILTa B KOMHATY OTIIA, TOT OOpaTMIICS K HEl:

— 3napasctByii, Katoma. Caauchk, Oynem ropoputhb. Tebe n3-
BECTHO, YTO K Ham B ['OpeHKM Ha AHAX MPHUE3KAET JOPOron
rocTh? 3Haellb JIU KTO?

— He 3naio, nama, XOTs1 0 TeM MPUTOTOBJIEHUSIM, KOTOPbIE
MIPOUCXOIAT BO BCEW ycaapOe, MOry AymaTb, YTO TOCTh OyieT
BaXKHBbI1, — HECKOJILKO MTOAYMaB, OTBETUJIA KHSKHA.

— l'ocynappb k Ham TpuUeseT, — CaMOIOBOJIBHO YJIBIOASICh, TPO-
ropopu’ [Joaropykos.



— Kak! Heyxenmu? — ¢ ynuBieHreM BOCKJIMKHYJIA KHSAKHA.

— Jla, na. Ero umneparopckoe BeJIMIeCTBO Al CJIOBO OBITh Y
Hac B ycajpoe.

— IT0 1)1 HaC — OOMbIIAS YECTh, — KAK-TO XOJIOHO MPOrOBO-
pwia kHskHa ExarepuHa.

— 4 nymao! A BOT nocnyman, 4To s crany ropoputs. Ckaxu,
THI CUaCThs1 cebe Kenaelb?

— Kro ke He xkenaet, nana?

— Ot 1e0s Tenephb 3aBUCUT MOTYYUTh OOJIBIIOE-O0IBIIOE cUa-
croe!

— YT0 %€ AJIg 3TOro HaJJ0 MHE CIEJNIaTh?

— Ilocrapaiics noHpaBuTbes rocyaapio. [lonpaBuiibes emy,
OH Ha TeOe JKEHUTCsI, U Thl CTaHEeIllb UMIeparpuieio. .. [loHsa
m?

— Koneuno, nonsiia! Ho, namna, He BbIIILIO Obl C HAMM TO, YTO
CIIy4nsIoCh ¢ MEeHIIMKOBBIMU !

— He 6oiics, Kars, s nmoBeny neno coBcemM mo-apyromy. Tel
TOJIBKO MOCTApANCs MMOHPABUTHCS FOCYIAPIO.

— IloHpaBUThCA. .. A €ciiu 1 HEe TIOHPABJIIOCH?

— Vk eciu rocynapb Xotes keHUTbcsl Ha Mapbe MeHIuKo-
BOI, TO TeOe-TO M COMHEBAThLCS HE3a4eM: BeJlb Thl MHOTO KPacH-
BEE U MUJIEE €e.

— Ho Beap 4 crapiie rocynaps.

— 910 HUYero He 3HauuT! [la pa3Be y TeOs1 HET KenaHus ObITh
uMIiepaTpuiei ?

— OTKpPOBEHHO CKakKy, HET.



— Jla TeI ¢ yma conuia?! — ¢ HEYOBOJIBCTBUEM IPOTOBOPUII
KHs13b. — Benb 3T0 Takoe Besmkoe cuactbe! Ilogyman cama Tosb-
Ko!.. Beib Thl CTaHENIb MOBEJIUTEIBHULIEN BEeJIMYaMIIIEd B MUPE
crpaHsl!.. A 60rarcTBo, a Bl1acTb, a Moryiiectso!.. Beapb Bce cra-
HYT MPEKJIOHATHCS Tepe]] TOOOM, U eCIIM MOBECTH JIEJI0 C YMOM,
TO ¥ ceds1, ¥ BCEX HAC MPOCIaBUTh MOXKeIb! To jiv He cyacTbe?!
Jla Be/ib He IOHUMATh ITOTO — 3HAYMT OBITH KPYyIJIon aypoi!.. 51
Jake MpeACTaBUTh cebe He MOTY, Kak BCEro 3TOro He MOHUMATh
BO3MOXKHO!..

— PasyOexmath Bac s He Oyy, Tak Kak BCe PaBHO BHI HE T0-
cinymaere MeHs. [IpoTUBUTBCS TOXE 1 He Oyay, MOTOMY UTO BbI
BCE K€ MIOCTABUTE HA CBOEM, HO CKa)Xy BaM, YTO B 3TOM HEPABHOM
Opake s1 BUXKY He cUacThe, a O0JIbIIoe, OONIBIIIOE HECYACThE . . .

— WM B IpO HecyacThe 3aroBopuia? Jla 4To BBl C MATEPHIO,
CTOBOPHWJIMCh, UTO JIM, IyTaTh MEHsI KAKUM-TO HecdacTbeM? I e
oHO? OTKyzia Bbl BUJIUTE €ro?

— Ax, mama, namna, Bbl 3a011yK/1aeTech !

— bnarogapio nokopHo! Yk b1 yunTh MeHA B3gymana? JKu-
Byuu B [losbinie y asiiu, Thl, BUAHO, HAYYWJIACh TaM TMOJbCKUM
MaHepam? Ho — HeT! — TBoM HacTaBjieHH 5 CIylIaTh HE Xouy! —
3aKpUYal Ha JI04b PACCEPKEHHBIN KHSI3b.

— $1 He moHMMAIO, Mara, Ha YTO BBl rHeBaeTech? Benp s cKa-
3aJla BaM, YTO M3 BAIlIEr0 MOBMHOBEHUSI U BOJIA HE BHIMAY. Bbl
Kesaete, YToObI 51 cTapaiach MOHPABUTHCS FOCYapI0-MalIbuuKy,
MIPUHSIJIA MEPHl K TOMY, YTOOBI YBJIEUb €ro, U s1 Oy[y CTapaTbCs,
HO 4YTO M3 3TOT'O BBIMJIET, 1 HE 3HAIO, TOJIBKO JyMAal — MaJjio XO-



polLero. ..

— Hy, 310 MBI yBUIMM, yBUauM! A tenepb crynaid. Tonbko
npoIty He 3a0bITh MOUX CJIOB M TOTOBUTHCS K TPHE3Iy rocya-
ps! — yXKe COBEPIIEHHO pa31paKUBLIUCh, 3aKOHYWII KHA3b AJIEK-
ceit ['puropreBuy.

B orBer Ha cioBa oTLa KHskHA ExarepuHa JMILb TAKEIO
B3JIOXHYJIa U MTOCTIEIIHO BBIIILIA.

«Yro 3t0 3Haunt? A nymas, Kara sanpsiraer ot pagoctu, a
OHa uyTb He 11aueT. Heyxenu ee He mpesibiiaeT ObITh )KEHOIO M-
neparopa? Yx He moOuT u oHa koro? Hamo mocraparsces pas-
BEATh!» — MPOBOXkas B3IVIAJOM J0Yb, OAYMAJ KHA3b.

I1I

Nmnepatop-oTpok Haxonuicsi yxke B MocCKBe; ero Bbe3j B
MIEPBOMNPECTOJILHYIO CTOJIMILY CO BCEM JBOPOM IIPOU3OILIEN OYE€Hb
TopskecTBeHHO. Bee ynuiipl, mo kotopbiM exain Iletp Anekcee-
BUY, OBUIM 3alpyXKeHbl HApPOJOM, COOPABIIMMCS CO BCEX KOH-
110B MOCKBBI HaBCTpeuy rocy1apio v MpUBETCTBOBABIIIMM €TI0 pa-
JOCTHBIMU KPUKaMU, KOTOPbIM BTOPUJIM KOJIOKOJIa COPOKa COPO-
KOB LIEPKBEY MOCKOBCKHX.

[ocynmapb ObUT Becesl M pajloCTeH U HU3KO PACKJIAHUBAJICS C
HapozaoM. BenruaBass MockBa npousBesia Ha €ro MOJIOAYIO Jy-
Iy caMO€ paIoCTHOE BIIEYATIIEHHE U MOHPABUJIACH EMY MHOIO
6oibie [TerepOypra.

Nmnepatop-oTpok octaHoBuiics B JlepoproBckoMm aBopiie,



Ii€ TOP:KECTBEHHO MPEJCTaBISINCh €My BBICILIEE MOCKOBCKOE
JyXOBEHCTBO, T€HEPAJIMTET U MOCKOBCKHE BJIACTH, U OYapOBaJI
1X CBOEIO JIIOOE3HOCThIO.

— Hakownerni-to st B MockBe, B MuIol, foporoit Mockse, — Be-
CEJIO MPOrOBOPUJI OH, OCTABIIMCh B CBOEM KaOWHETe BIBOEM C
KHA3eM VBaHoM J10ropyKOBBIM.

— MockBa, BUJJHO, TOCY/Iaph, MPHIILIACH OOJIbIIIe TeOe 0 Hpa-
BY, ueM [lurtep?

— HecpaBuenno, Bana! I gymaio HaBcerma ocrarbcsl B
Mockae. Ilyctsb 3mech Oyner mMost pesuaeHnus. M Hapon 3xem-
HUI MHE OOJIbIIIe HPABUTCS, YeM MTUTEPCKHIA.

— B Mockage, rocyaapb, Kak-To IpUBOJIbHEE, MPOIIE, 1a U M0-
BECEJIMTHCS MOKHO, OKOJIO FOpoJia Jieca OTIMYHBIC, €CTh IJIe TO-
OXOTHUTBCH.

— Ia, ga. MuI 31ech, Bans, BBOJIIO MOOXOTUMCS C TOOOM. 51 BOT
OT/IOXHY, IOOBIBAIO, T/Ie HY)KHO, 2 TAM U Ha OXOTY.

— A ¢ OXOTHI, TOCY/Iapb, K HaM B ycaip0y, Ha IeperyTbe. XOopo-
1o y Hac Tam! To-To pazodTuch MOXHO!.. VI rynbHYyTh, ¥ IOTaH-
LIEBaTh, U BBOJIIO 1O MOJISIM J1a JlecaM MokaraTbcst MOxkHO! T1pu-
e3KauTe, rocyaphb, K Ham, JIOBOJIbHbI OCTAHETECh !

— HenpemenHo, Bans, 3aeny. TBo# otely 3Bai MeHs, U s aj
CJIOBO OBITH Yy Bac.

— TBo¥ npuesn, rocyaapb, MPUHECET HaM OOJIBIIIOE CYACThE, —
C HU3KUM IOKJIOHOM TTPOrOBOPUJI KHsI3b MBaH.

— 3Haemb, Bans, s XoTes Obl MPUHOCUTH CYACThE HE BaM O]I-
HUM, MOVM OJIN3KHMM, a BCEMY HapO/y, KOTOPbIl Bpy4yeH MHe bo-



rom. f xoten Obl JENMTH C STUM HAPOIOM U PaIOCTh U TOpE U
OBbLT ObI CYACTIIVIB €CJTN ObI BECh MO HApO[ OJIarO/ICHCTBOBAJ, HE
Beas ropsi. Ho qoctuub 3TOr0 TpyaHoO, MOYTH HEMMb3s. Y MeHs, K
HECUYacTbl0, HEMHOI'O TaKMX BEPHBIX CJIYT, KaK Thl. MHOro OKOJI0
MEHS$1 MOMOIIIHUKOB, a MOJIOKUTHCSI HA HUX HEJNb3s; BE/lb BCE HE
0 OJIaroIEHCTBUM HAPOTHOM, & TOJIBKO O ceOe 1 O CBOUX OJIM3KUX
OyMaioT. VICKOpeHUTb 3TO 3J10 y MeHs HeT cu!

— Ilonpacrenib, BO3MYy:Xaelllb, FOCyAapb, TOI/A U cuja y TeOs
SIBUTCS.

— A y bora, Baus, crany npocurs nomou. .. bor gacr mue
CUJIy UCKOPEHUTB 3JI0 U HETIPaBAy B MOEH 3eMJIE.

— IMomoraii Tebe Bor, Benukuii rocygapb. A Korjaa Thl U3BO-
JIMIIb [TOCETUTh LAPULLY-MHOKUHIO EBoKMI0 PenopoBHy? — Me-
HAA pasroBop, cnpocwi Mean Jlonropykos. — Ee BennuectBo
y’ke He pa3 0CBEIOMJISLITUCH 00 9TOM. XoueTcs eil MoBUAATh Bac,
Jla ¥ BaM T10 POJCTBEHHOU OJIM30CTH MOKJIOH OT/IATh €M cJieoBa-
70 661! Besib, TOBOPAT, JIIOOUT OHA Bac KPerko!

— Crpiian s1, Basst, ipo 370, 3Hao u xaib ee, oeqayo! U ro-
BOPWJIM MHE, YTO HEMAJIO €l IepPEeHeCTU B KU3HU MPUIILIOCH, a
32 YTO — ¥ MOHATH He Mory! Tak Tbl TOBOPHUILIb, OHA BUJETh MEHS
xouer? Hy 4to X%, Che3AUM K Hel 3aBTpa, HEMPEMEHHO 3aBTpa.
Benn k Moemy oTbe3ny rotoBeiM ObITh, Bansi! M1 Haramy c co-
601 BO3bMEM, U TeTylKy-1lapeBHy Enuzasery. Chplvinb, Ba-
Hsl, HETIPEMEHHO CKaKH UM, YTOObI TPUTOTOBUIIHUCH.

— Cnywaro, rocynaps!

— JIoOmo g ux, Bans, ax kak moomo!.. [la Beap u Omike



MX HUKOro y MeHsl HeT! Hataia-to — aHresn KpOTKHi, a TeTyIII-
Ka-11apeBHa! — ¢ BocToprom BOCKJIMKHYJ IleTp AsekceeBud, u
€ro rjia3a BCIBIXHYJIM OCOOBIM OTOHBKOM. — DX, J1a UYTO U FOBO-
puTh O Heu!.. Benp 3TO — KpacoTka Takasi, YTO BTOPOM TaKOW,
1ojix, U He chickatb! VI 0oOpa3oBaHHAs-TO OHAa — BeJlb KaK II0-
(ppaHiy3cKu-TO M roBopur U nuieT!.. A yx Becesnas-To, Bece-
nas!.. I necHu-To Noet, 1 XopoBobl BOAUT!.. U Bce pycckoe Kak
moour!..

— Ila, rocynapp, Bbl IIpaBbl! — C BOCXMILEHUEM IOATBEPIUI
v KHs3b MBaH. — McThHHAs KoposieBHA!.. DX, Tak BOT, UTO YK
HEBECTUTHCS] OHA HavyaJla... Be/lb, HABEPHO, Y HAC HE OCTAHETCS,
Kyzna-HuOyab B EBporty 3amyx BeliiieT. Benb cnaBa-1o o ee kpa-
COTe J1a ’KMBOCTU Y MPUBETJIMBOCTU U TaM U3BecTHA. [Ipuener k
HaM KOPOJIeBUY KaKOU-HUOYIb, MO0 TIPUHII, JIMOO repIior, MpH-
CBaTaeTcs K HeW, J1a U yBe3eT ee oT Hac. [logymaenib TONBKO,
KaKOe OHa CYacThe MYXKY CBOEMY JaCT, IPSMO-TaKH 3aBHUCTh Oe-
per!..

— Kak 3710 Tak yBe3yT ee? — BAPYT BCIBIXHYJI UMIIEPaTOp-OT-
pok. — [Ta pa3Be Mbl otnaauMm ee?.. Hy, HeT, 310 enie Mbl TOCMOT-
puM. Kak xe 51 6e3 Hee Oyny? Benp s cam ee moomo. [Tycte-ka
cyHetcst KTo-HUOYAb!.. [Tokaky s, Kak Harry KpacaBWIly OTOM-
BaTh!.. — VI umMmiepatop B BOTHEHUU Jaske 3aberai 1o 3ary ABOp-
ua. — Hy Her, eciu Tak, TO 51 ¥ cam KEHIOCh Ha Hel!..

— Yro BB, YTO BbI, FOCYAApPb, /12 pa3Be 3T0 MOKHO? Beap Bbl
ee TUIEMSIHHUK.

— Hy tak 4yro k! Benp 3a rpaHuniel-To 3TO CIUIOWIb 1A PSAIOM



nenaercsa!l.. A Bep M MOsI MaTyIllKa TIOKOMHAs HEMKa Oblia W
Jaxe, CIof1a MpUeXas, MPaBOCIABHOW HE CTaJa.

— Tak-To Tak, rocygaphb, — mornpoooBaj Bo3pa3uth Jlonropy-
KOB, — HO Be/lb BbI-TO — UMIIepaTop MnpaBociiaBHou Pycu, u na-
peBHa nipaBociaBHas. Hukak 3Tot 6pak HeBO3MOKeH! — HACTOM-
YMBO TIOBTOPWII KH3b MBaH, TOTUac *%e cooOpa3uB BCIO OIac-
HOCTh NMOJOOHOTO Opaka 715 TUIAHOB CBOEH CEMBH.

— A g nokaxy, 4yto Bo3MOxxHO! — KpukHyn Ilerp Anekcee-
BUY. — UTO MOXET MOMeNIaTh MOEMY KeJlaHHIo U Bosie? Benp g
— umrneparop!

Bujs, 4To 3TOT pa3roBop BOJHYET UMIIEpaTOpa, U He kKesas
BO3paXEHUSAMHU O0OCTPSITh BOMPOC 1 YKa3aHWEM Ha BO3MOKHBIE
NpensATcTBUs BO30yauTh B [leTpe ymopcTBo M HACTOMYMBOCTD,
KHs13b MIBaH npeanoyen NoKOHYUTh Pa3roBOP Ha ITY TEMY U Iie-
peBeJT ero Ha MOCEUIEHUE IAPUIIbI-UHOKMHHU.

Nmnepatop noaTBepawi, YTO MOENET K HeW Ha CJeqyIOIIMil
JIeHb.

Oto u3BecTre ObUIO Tiepenano B HoBojeBUUMii MOHACTHIPS,
Y TaM TOfIHsUIach Oosblnasi cyera. HaunHas ¢ uryMeH»u v KOH-
Yasi TPOCTON OeTMYKOM, BCe ObLIM 3aHATHI TIPUTOTOBJICHUSIMH K
BCTpeYe rocynaapsi.

Hewmasno BonnoBanacs 1 Esiokus ®enoposna, oaxuaas CBo-
€ero aepxaBHOro BHyka. Crapylika To U JeJI0 MOJXOAUIA K OKHY
Y TIOChLJIaJIa CBOMX MPUCITYKHUIL K MOHACTBIPCKMM BOPOTaM Mo-
CMOTpETh, HE €/IET JIU TOCyaph.

Hakowner B 6e3BeTpeHHOM, TUXOM BO3/yXe C KOJIOKOIpHU Ho-



BOJICBUYbETO MOHACTHIPS pa3/Iajicsi TyCToM OJ1aroBecT B OOJIBIION
KOJIOKOJL.

— Ener, enet uapp, — BOerasi B KeJiblo TOCyJapblHU-MOHAXH-
HU U1 33/IbIXasiCh OT YCTAJIOCTH, TPOrOBOpUJIa MOJIOAAs MOCIYIII-
HUIA, KOTOPOU OBbLIO MPUKA3aHO XkJIaTh Y CBATHIX BOPOT U, KaKk
TIOKaXeTCsl KapeTra rocynapsi, 6exaTb U U3BECTUTh O TOM I[apH-
1y-UHOKHHIO.

— Janeko ymm? — gpoxaiium roiocom cpocuia Esnokust ®e-
JIOpOBHA.

— banzexoHpKo, K MOHACTBIPIO Yk noabe3xkaer. Kapera-to,
BUJIaTh, 30JI0Tasi, & KOHU-TO Oejibie. A OKOJIO KapeThl rocyaapsi
CKauyyT KaKMe-TO BOUHBI B IIUISITIAX C MEPhsIMU M BCE OHU B 30J10-
TBHIX TAJyHaX, — 3aMbIXaBIIMCh, PACCKAa3bIBAJIa MOJIOJICHbKAS TIO-
CIIYIIIHHMIIA.

— Hy, Hy... momxo! Crynaii k cebe! — cka3asa mapuma u 00-
paruiach K OnvkHer mpuciykHuie: — A Tol, JIykepbs, OT OKHa
HE OTXOAM U, KAaK 3aBU[MIIIb, YTO TOCYAapb KO MHE CBOW IMYTh
HalpaBuJl, cernyac 0 ToM ckaxu. Cama 5 ¢ Kpecia ABUHYTbCS He
Mory. IIpoxat 1 HOTu U pykH, cepatie 3amupaer. C yero — u ca-
Ma He Beaawo!

— C panmocry, rocymapbiHA-Maryika, ¢ pagocrta! la Bor u
rocy/apb IecTBOBAaTh U3BOJIMT, — OTCKAKMBAS OT OKHA, OBICTPO
nporoBopuiia JIykepsps.

— Cnasa Oory, 1ox/anach!

C Tpynom nonHsnack ¢ kpecyia EBnokus ®enopoBHa u, noj-
JepKrBaeMasi CBOeH TIOOMMOM MPUCITYKHUIIEH, TTOIUIA K TBEPU



HABCTPEUy CBOEMY JEP)KaBHOMY BHYKY.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, Muas OalyIika, 31paBcTByiTe. S1 OueHb
pajJ CBUJAHUIO C BaMU, — BECEJIO U MOYTUTETHHO MPOrOBOPHII
UMIIepaToOpP-OTPOK.

— 3papaBcTBYHl, BHYyueK, jgoporoil IlerpyiieHbka, CBETUK
MO¥! — KpernKo oOHMMast TOCyAapsl, 3a/IbIXAIOIIUMCS OT CJIe3 TO-
JIOCOM MPOrOBOpMJIA IAPULIA-UHOKHUHSI.

— 3710pOBBI JU BbI, Oa0yIIIKa?

— 3mopoBa, rocyaapb-BHyUYeK, TEJIOM 3/I0pOBa, J1a BOT JyIla
MOSsI CKOPOUT CMEPTENBHO.

— C yero 310, 6abymika? MoxeT, Bbl YeM HeJIOBOJIbHBI?.. Tak
CKaXxuTe, mpoiiy Bac!

— Cnacu6o, Ierpymenbka, criacn6o! Bcem s 1oBosbHA. .. A
3TO KTO ¢ ToOO0#? — cipociiia EBnokus ®enopoBHa, mokasbiBast
Ha BONIEJIIMX K Hel 3a TocyJapeM BeJMKHUX KHshkeH Hatasbio
AnekceeBny u Enuzasery IlerpoBhy.

— Cecrpa most Harama. He y3naina, 6a0ymika?

— Haramenpka, romyOymika Mosi, poaHasi, CHpOTUHOUKaA!.. —
1 napuiia-MoHaXvHSI MPUHSIACH OOHUMATh U 1IEJIOBaTh CBOIO
BHYYKY, BEJIUKYIO KHSIKHY.

— A 310, 6alymika, — most TeTsi, Ennzasera [lerpoBHa, — mpo-
TOBOPUJI TOCYAapb, MOABOASA 3a PYKY K IapHlie-MOHAXHHE Kpa-
CaBUIly LIAPEBHY.

— 3npaBCTBYH, LIapeBHa. .. 3ApaBcTBYi! Eciu He Opesryelis,
TO ToleNyl MeHs crapyxy! TBoemy ortity, napio [lerpy, Obina s
HE Yyxas, — Cyxo nporosopuiia EBgokusa ®enoposHa.



— Yo BHI, uTO B! Bamu OpesroBars! { Tak pama BuieTh Bac,
rocynapeias-mMarymka! — M Enuszasera [lerpoBna, kpenko 00-
HsIB, TIOIEJIOBaJIa HECYACTHYIO )KEHY CBOETO OTIIA.

— Tsl jo6pas, nackoBasi... BUJHO, HE B OTIIA... A Thl, BHyYKa
MOsI MIJIasl, C Yero Takas XyJaeHbKas na onennas? Vinu tebe, ce-
THK MOU, HE3JJOPOBUTCS? — TIOOOBHO TIOCMaTpUBasi HA BEJIMKYIO
KHsDKHY Haraneio AJiekceeBHY, CITpocHIa apyiia-MOHAXUHS.

— MHe, 6a0y1iika, HI4Yero, s 3J10pOBa.

— A c 4ero xe Tl Takasi XyJeHbKas 1a OneqHasi?

— YV, TipaBo, He 3Ha, 0a0yIKa; TOIBKO sI COBCEM, COBCEM
310pOBa. . .

— Hy u xopomo!.. u gaii bor Te6e 310poBbsI, ITAPEBHYIIIKA MO
cepreyHas. Benp oHo Tebe ox kak Hajo!.. 1 o cede-To Tebe 1o-
3a00TUTHCS cleayeT, u o Oparie [lerpymienske. Burib, Benp o
elnie I0HbIN Kakoi! Beib BO3JIEe HEro HY OTIIA, HU MATYIIIKK, OJTHA
THI JUIS1 Hero OnM3Kas Aa crapiias, Tak Tedbe u cam ['ocrnonp 3a
HUM TIOCJIE/IUTH Besiel. MHOroMy emy elie oy4YuThCs Haflo, U 51
nporiy TeOs1 — TOMOTail Thl eMy B 9TOM, CMOTPH, YTOOBI OH HAyK
na nepkeu boxbei He 3a0bBa!

DTOT pa3roBOp He HPABWIICA MUMIIEPATOPy-OTPOKY, OH MOp-
mics u xmypuiics. Horammst 6aGymku ObICTpO TMoOjaBMIA B
STOM ellle He YPaBHOBEIIEHHOM I0HOIIIE YyBCTBO POJICTBEHHOMN
NPUBS3aHHOCTH K HEW, Y OH JIaKe OTBEPHYJICS OT LIAPUIIBI-MHO-
kuHU. [la 1 BoOOIIE ero MbICI ObLITM 3aHATHI APYTUM: OH ObLIT
elre BeCh TMOJ1 BIUSIHUEM BuepaliHeit Oecenpl ¢ JlomropykoBbiM,
€ro BOJTHOBaJIa O:IM30CTh IapeBHbI Enn3aBeTsl, KOTOPOIl OH Jei-



CTBUTEJIHHO yBJIeKasicsa. OH MOUTH He OTPhIBAJI B3MJIsAIA OT Hee,
CIITWIT 32 KQKIbIM ee JIBWKeHreM. Ero Tarotusio 3to mpeObl-
BaHMe y 0aOyIIIKH, B €€ KeJlbe; ero TSHYJI0 BOH OTCI0/Ia, YTOOBI
OISATh OUYTUTHCS B Kapere psioM ¢ KpacaBuiei Enuzaseroii
[lerpoBHON 1 OeCTIPENATCTBEHHO OeceI0BaTh C HEI.

Oto 3amerwia napesHa Emmzasera IleTpoBHa 1 ¢ yibIOKOIO
THXO MTPOrOBOPHIIA!

— He nopa nu Ham, rocynaps?

— Ha, na, u To nopa.

— Kyna cienmmre? Iorocrure, nopagyure MeHs, CTapyxy!

— MeHs# xJIyT... MHE HaJl0 exarh, 0a0yimka! Mbl onsiTh K Bam
CKOpO TIpUeieM, — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, C )KUBOCTHIO YXBATHUB-
IIKCh 3a MPEJIOKEHNE [TAPEBHBI.

— Ox, npuenete mm? Byny xaath, Oymy.

— XKnaure, 6adyika... Eciu Bol yeM-Tu00 HEJOBOJILHBI WU
Yero y Bac He XBaTaeT, TO CKaXWTe, U BCE MOTyduTe. . .

— Cniacu6o, rocyapb MOU 1 BHy4eK Muibiid! Beem st ToBOJTb-
Ha. Jla ¥ MHOTO JIU MHE, cTapyXe MHOKMHE, HafgooHo? Bot xoTe-
J1a OBl 51 IOTOBOPUTH ¢ ToOOI0, [leTpyIeHpka, — Mpou3Heca 1a-
pUIIA-MHOKUHS, CUJIbHO OECIOKOUMBINIAsICS O BHYKE, TaK Kak ei
yke ObLIO U3BECTHO, KTO OKPYKaeT ero U K YeMy HarpaBJIsioT
ero pykoBoautesu JloiropyKkoBbl.

— Yro xe, s AHS Yepe3 JBa-TPU MPHEIY, Mbl U TIOTOBOPUM C
Bamu, 0alyIKa, a Tenepb Y MeHsI HET BPEMEHH, s JIOJKEH CIie-
IIUTh, — HETEPIIEIUBO poroBop [letp.

— Hy, ny, moe3xaii... Xpanu 1eds1 bor! He 3a0biBait MeHs,



CTapyxy, YK HEJOJITO OCTAJIOCh MHE KUTh Ha cBeTe. .. U Thl, cBe-
THK MOM, C TOCy/IapeM Ipue3xaii! — oopaTuiack napuia K BHy4-
ke. — Tebs1, mapeBHa, Enmzasera [erpoBHa, s He 30By. Tebe, Ta-
KOU KpacaBulle, 6eceioBaTh CO MHOM, CTApyXOM, MOXaJy, HE B
yromy Oyzer... [Ipoctu!

Beicouaiime roct yexaiiu, U OrsiTh OHa octajach EBIOKUs
denopoBHa B CBOEM Kellbe, OJJHA, TOJIBKO CO CBOMMHU BOCIIOMHU-
HAHUAMHU O OBIJIOM.

«[lerpyma u Hatara — 06a 6nenbie, xyasie. .. B otia. U Ae-
IIeHbKa TakuM xke poc. A EnmzaBera — kpacaBuiia, 6ema, CTpou-
Ha, pyMsiHa, IPSIMO Lapb-AeBUIlIA. .. XOTb U CTaphl MO IJIa3a, a
BCE ke pasryisjiena, YTo rocylapb-BHYK Ha KpacaBUIly TETKY Ya-
CTEHBKO MocMaTpHBall. B ero orpodeckoMm B3IsAIe TI0O0Bb OblIa
BuyiHa. Hepapowm ciyx uner, uro [lerpyina JoOUT apeBHY-TET-
Ky ¥ OYyJITO JKEHUThCS Ha Hel XoueT. [[IeMssHHUK Ha pOIHOM TeT-
ke! KpoBocmemenue! O 'ocniony, criacu. .. momuiyid! Ot ogHoOn
MBIC/T JIPOKb MPOOMPAET U BOJIOCH Ha TOJIOBE CTAHOBSITCS JIbI-
OOM».

— locriogu, He nait MHE JIOKUTD JI0 Cero! — BCIyX, 3a/bIXaio-
IIMMCSI TOJIOCOM, CO CTOHOM MPOroBOpUJIa Iapylla-uHOKUHS U
oOpaTtuiachk K ciyxkaHke: — UYro, yexan rocyaapb?

— TonpKo YTO U3BONIUIT CECTh B KapeTy, U3 OKHa 5 BUjea.

— Vexan!.. Cnacu ero, ['ocrions! Benn mens, JIykepbst, B 00-
pa3HyI0, MOJIUTKCS 51 X0uy, bora 6maropaputs, uto OH criogoouI
MEHS1 BHyUYKa-1apsi y3peTb CEroqHsl.

NmniepaTop-oTpoK Ha APYroy JeHb MOC/Ie CBOETO MOCEIeHN T



0a0KM MPUOBbLT B BEPXOBHBIM TaWHBIN COBET W 3asIBUJI, YTO W3
TIOUTEHUS ¥ JIIOOBU K CBOEH OaOyIIKe jKeJlaeT, UTOObl «ee BeJIv-
YeCTBO 10 CBOEMY BBICOKOMY JIOCTOMHCTBY OblIa COfIEpPXKHMA BO
BCSIKOM JIOBOJILCTBE M UTOOBI UJIEHBl COBETA YUMHUIIM HAJIJIekKa-
1Iee ONpe/IETIEHUE U JOHECITU EMY CKOpEil».

Bckope eii 6bl1 Ha3HAUeH MTaT, OBLIO OMpeesIeHO BIIaBATh
TIO IIECTUIECATH THICSY PyOJielt B TOIl M OTITHCAHA Ha Hee Iiefast
BOJIOCTh B [IB€ THICSTYM JBOPOB.

BectHukamu 310l pasiocTé OBUTH TOCIAHBI TOCY/IApeM K I1a-
pUILIe-MHOKHHE JIBa BAKHBIX BEJIbMOKM — KHA3b Bacunum Jlyknu
Honropykos u Imutpuit Muxaiisiosud ['omnsis. Korna onu co-
oOImmM ey nopeneHue rocyaaps, Epnokus ®egopoBHa mpomMos-
BUJIA:

— KHa3bs, s He Haliy ClIoB, Kak Olarofiaputh MOEro BHYKa,
BEJIMKOTO rocynapsi, 3a ero BHUMaHie kK MoeMy yooxecTBy. Bam
BEJOMO, YTO MHOI'O § BBITEpPIIEIA, MHOTO MEPEHEC]IA HA CBOEM
BEKY Topsl U HECUaCThsl, & €r0 1APCKOe BEIMYECTBO Oe3MepHON
PaIOCTBI0 MEHS U3BOJIMJ HaJeUTh. .. 1 3a 310 4 numno emy moun
3€MHOMU IOKJIOH.

CkazaB 370, IJapu1ia XOTeJa OIYCTUTHCS Ha KOJIEHU, HO KHA3b
['ONULIbIH OCTAaHOBUJI €€ OT TOrO MOKJIOHA.

— He tpynm cebs, mapuna-marymka... Benrkomy rocymapio
TBOM MOKJIOH Mbl TIEPEIAANM.

— Ero napckoe BenmuecTBo U3BOJIUT Yepe3 Hac Tedsi, rocyaa-
PBIHIO, CIIPAIIMBATh: He TPEOYeTCs JI TBOEMY BEIMYECTBY ellle
4ero-H1Oyab? — ¢ HU3KUM IMOKJIOHOM CKa3as KHs13b Bacwmmii Jly-



Kuy4 J{o/ropykos.

— Huvero mHe Oosnblile He HANO, KHA3b, BCEM S OE3MEpHO
B3bICKAHA MOUM BHYKOM-rocynapeM. ToJlbKO 00 OTHOM CKaXHu-
T€ ero BeJIMYECTBY, UTO IMPOIILY 51 Y HEro Kak OOJBbIION MUJIOCTU
npUexaTb HABECTUTb MEHSI.

— Ilepenanum Mbl BeIMKOMY TOCyapio, MaTyllKa-lapula,
TBOIO MPOCHOY, — MPOTOBOPHIT KHsI3b [ OJTUIIBIH.

EBnokust ®enopoBHa ouyTUIaCh TETIEPh B OOJIBIION CliaBe; el
BO3JaBaJId LIAPCKKME MOYECTH, HA3bIBAIM LIAPULIEN U TOCYIAPbI-
Hel; K Her B HoBoaeBrUMiA MOHACTBIPh BCSKHUW JIEHb €30WINA Ha
TIOKJIOH BEJIbMOXKH U TIEPBbIE JIIOIU B TOCYIaPCTBE, U MHOTHE 3a-
VICKMBAJIM €€ PacIoiOKEHUSI.

BocnpsiHyna 1yxoM mapuiia-MiHOKUHS U JIake Kak Obl TIOMO-
Jiofienia Ha HECKOJIbKO JieT. Kaskaplil ieHs MoIKugaia OHa TpU-
e3na BHyKa-rocygaps. Ho Iletp, mpoBogMBIIME MOYTH BCE JIHU
Ha OXOTe, OKPYKeHHBIN [{onropykoBeIMU, 3a0bLT OOelaHre Ha-
BECTUThH CBOIO 0aOYIIIKY; YBJIEYEHHBIN OXOTOM, OH CTAJT TAKXKe 3a-
ObIBaTh W rOpsiUo JoOuMyIo cectpy Haranbio AjiekceeBHy, KO-
TOpasi cTaja OYeHb YacTO MPUXBAPHIBATH U JIEHb OTO AHS Xy/Iena
u OneyiHena, Tasi, Kak cBeyva.

3aro napeBHa Enmuzasera IlerpoBHa 1Bena, 4yro po3a Mai-
CKasl, U IeHb OTO JHSI CTAHOBUJIACh BCE KpacHUBee U KpacHBEe.

HmniepaTop-oTpoK BIIOOUIICS B CBOIO KpacaBUIly TeTKY U HU
Ha KOM He XOTeJ KeHUTbCs, Kpome Hee. He pa3 00 aTom Haum-
HaJl OH TOBOPUTSD C 11apeBHOUM EnnzaBeroil, 4yTh HE CO clie3aMu
MIPOCHJI €€ COTJIacusl, HO BCer/a Mojayyva OTKa3, XOTs U MoAca-



IIEHHBIA YBEPEHUSIMU B JTIOOBU M MPETAHHOCTH.

Hakonern oH permmn OkoHYaTeIbHO BBIACHUTH Bortpoc. He mno-
€XaB KakK-TO Ha OXOTY, OH OTIPABUJICSI HA MOJIOBUHY Enn3zaBeTs
[leTpoBHBI 1 3acTall €€ NNeYaJbHO CUAEBIIEIO Y CTOJIA; HA €€ Kpa-
CHBBIX IJIa3aX BUJIHBI ObUIM CIIEIBI CJIE3.

— Juza, Te1 neyasibHa? Thl akana? — ¢ yIMBJIEHUEM BOC-
KJIMKHYJI UMIIEPATOP-OTPOK, MPUBBIKIIUN BUJETh CBOIO Kpaca-
BUILy TETKY BCET/1a BECEJIOW U CYACTIIUBOM.

— Her, s Huuero, — crapasich y/IbIOHYThCS, OTBETHJIA ITAPEBHA.

— Tebs, moxer ObITh, KTO 00MAen? Ckaxu, JIuza, u Tor MHE
JIOPOTO 3a 3TO 3aIUIATUT. .. KTO Obl OH HU ObL1!..

— Bor kak, rocynapb? Tbl He TOMIIJIOBAJ Obl 1 CBOETO JIIOOUM-
Ha Kaga34 Msana?

— A pasBe oH obusen Tedss yeM-1uoo?

— Her. Jla u kak cmeeTr obujeTh MeHs KHS3b ViBan? Tonbko
32 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT JI0 TBOETO NPUX0/a, FTOCYyAapb, OH 3aXOAMJ
KO MHE U 4yTb HE Ha KOJICHSIX TTPOCUJI, YTOOBI SI BBIIILIA 32 HETO
3aMYK.

— Kak oH cMen ToJbKO MogymMath 00 3TOM! — CEpIUTO TOITHYB
HOro10, BOCKJIMKHY [leTp.

— Ha nero cepautscs He crout, [lerpymia. TBoit kHs3b VIBaH
KaKOW-TO TMOJIOYMHBIH, ipaBo! OH cobupaercs xeHuThcst Ha Ha-
taibe [llepemereBoii, 00 TOM BCe 3HAIOT, @ HHIHUE KO MHE TTPU-
11eJ1, TJIavyeT, B Horu KiaHseTcs. «He Mykem, — roBOpUT, — TBO-
uM s1 Oyfy, MpeKpacHasi IfapeBHa, a pabom». 1 cMeniHo u 00uIHO
MHe OBUIO 3TO CIyIaTh. S — J0Yb UMIIEepaTopa, nepest NaMsIThio



KOTOporo OnaroroBeet Bcsi Pych, a mogiaHHbIN MOEro oTIa cMe-
et npeasarath MHe Opak! OH He cMmen Obl ¥ ToyMaTh 00 3TOM,
ecim Obl JKMB ObLT MOU OTell. .. I — cpoTa, Kpyriasi CHpoTa, 3a-
CTYNHUTHCS 32 MEHSI HEKOMY, — CO CJie3aMH Ha IJia3axX MpOroBo-
pwia napeBHa Enn3zasera [lerpoBHa.

— Kak nHekomy! A a? MeHns T 3a0buta, JIuza? — ¢ nerkum
yrpekom ckazain [letp. — ... s1 ceromus xe MpUKaxy apecToBaTh
NBana.

— He nenaii storo, rocygaps! 3a TBOI0O 000Bb KO MHE U 32
3amuTy OOJIbIIoe cracu0o, HO KHs30 MBaHy fmxa s He kenaio. . .
Ja v He 3a 9To! BUIIHO, OH OT ry/ibObI M OT OECCOHHBIX HOUEH OI10-
JIOyMeJl M BMECTO KakoW-HUOYIb JPYroil JeBUllbl KO MHE MpU-
mes1. MHe, IapcKoW I04epH, OH CTaJl IpeJiaraTh BHIMTH 32 HETO,
¥ Ha 9TO TJIyTOe MPeJIOKEHNE 51 CMEXOM OTBETHIIA, a He 37100010
¥ MPOTHAJIA €ro.

— A MHe 4eM OTBeTHIIIb Thl, JIU3a, eciu s cTaHy ycepaHo npo-
CHUTB TeOsI O TOM 3Ke? — cJIerKa JIPOKAIIUM TOJI0COM TPOMOJIBHIT
UMIIepaTOpP-OTPOK.

— Temu *ke ciaoBamMH, KakuMu W Tipexjie. Hembicoium 3ToT
Opak, rocynaps! CBsiTasi IEpKOBb U Hapop ocyasT Hac. U cya-
cThst HaM He OyneT. Bens Bory nportuBen OyneT 10T 6€33aK0H-
HBII Opax.

— DT0 TBOE MOCJIeHEee CJIOBO, IapeBHa?

— Ha, ga, nocnenHee.

— CraJo ObITh, THI HE JTIOOUIIL MEHS, He Joouis? — B rosoce
IOHOTO TOCY/Iapsi 3BydYain Cjie3bl. — ThI Jiesiaeliih MeHsI HecuacT-



HbIM, JIn3a!

— IlonHo, romy6urK MO, cYacTIvBee Tedst Ha BCEM CBETE HeT.
Tel — Tocynapb, Tebe MOABIACTHB MIJUTMOHBI JTIOJEH, THl MOJIO],
kpacuB. Ho o mo6Bu 1 0 )xeHUTHOE TeOe qyMaTh elile paHo. Tebe
CJIe/IyeT ellle MHOTOMY yuuTbcsl. BOT mogpacreliib, BO3MYyXKaelllb,
TOI/1a U KEHUILIbCSI.

— HacraBnenusi, napeBHa, ocTaBb Ipu cede, UX MHE HaJ0ello
ciywmarb ¥ oT Anjpes iBaHoBUYa, — CEPAUTO MTpepBajl UMIIEPA-
TOp-0TpOK. — OOUIHBI MHE TBOU CJIOBA, ITapeBHa! Thl Bce cunTa-
elllb MEHs 3a MaJbyMKa. A Bellb MHE YK€ YeTbIpHAALATh JIET.

— He6onbimme ropa eme, [lerpymenska, HeOonbiue. Thl emme
TOJIKO HAYMHAEIIIb KUTh. TBOSI KU3Hb BIlepe/i, Tede ele MHO-
romMy yuuTbcs HyxkHO. He aymaii, 4To JIerko IepkaBoy yIpas-
751Th. MO OTell MOKOWHBIH, a TBOH Ae] OoraTbipeM ObLT, HO U TO
YacTo TSAKEJION JyMe MpeiaBaics, IOHUKHYB CBOEi Moryuei ro-
JoBoi. Ha moMOIIHMKOB CBOMX MHOTO He nonaraiicsi. Bepb 6011b-
IIe CBOMM I71a3aM, a He uykuM. OcoOeHHO Ha JlonropyKoBBIX
MHOTO He Tojaraicsi, ce0s UM B pykd He oTaaBail. Ciiyx uper,
YTO KHSI3b AJIEKCel 3ayMall )KeHUTh TeOs1 Ha CBOEH JI0UepH.

— Yrto 3Ke, U KEHIOCh, KeHIOCh. Bellb Thl He XOUelllb ObITh MOei
JKEHOM, TaK 5 )eHioch Ha JoMropyKoBoOW.

— CmoTpH, He BHIILIO ObI ¢ TBOEH HeBecToM J0AropyKkoBOi TO
ke, 4To U ¢ Mapbern MeHIIMKOBOW.

— DTOro HUKOrIA He MOXKET ObITh. JlOJITOpYKOBBI MHE TTpe/a-
HBI, 0OCOOEHHO k€ KH:3b VIBaH.

— Ox yx atoT MHe KHs3ek! CoBcem TeOs ucnoptii on! U He



s O[IHA TaK JlyMalo, a MHOTHE.

— Tak Bce Bb ommbaetech, Bce! Kusi3p MiBaH — Mo# MCKpeH-
HUi1 1 npenaHHblil Apyr! OH kenaeT MHe 00pa U CYacTbsl, U
HUYTO HE 3aCTABUT MEHs U3MEHUTh K HEMY CBOM OTHOLIEHU:A! —
I'POMKO MPOTOBOPWJI MUMIIEPATOP-OTPOK U, HE CKa3aB OoJiee HU
CJIOBa, OBICTPO BHIIIIEL.

IV

Koponarms ummeparopa-oTpoka oTmJaiach 0co000 Topxke-
CTBEHHOCTBIO 1 OeckoM. TopikecTBa AJMIIUCh HECKOJIBKO JTHEH
TIOZIPSI/T ¥ COMTPOBOXKTAJTUCH TIPUIBOPHBIMY BEJIUKOJIEITHBIMU 0a-
JIaMHU, YTOIIEHUSIMU JJIs1 HApOJA, a TaKKe POCKOLTHBIMU heriep-
BEpPKaMU U WJUTIOMUHALIAEH.

B nuu koponanuu [letp Harpaaun cBouX MPUOMMKEHHBIX:
KHs13bs1 JI0NTOpYKOBBI OBUIM Ha3HAYEHBI YJIEHAMU BEPXOBHOTO
TaHOT'O COBETA, a apckui modumerr MiBan JlonropykoB — o06ep-
KaMeprepom.

Xutpbiii gunioMat Anapent UBanoBuy OctepmaH Mo-Mpex-
HEMY I0JIb30BaJICSI PACIIONIOKEHUEM U IOBEPHEM IOHOTO rocy/a-
ps1, HO HUKAaK HE MOT MPUOXOTUTH €r0 K 3aHITHIO HAyKaMHU.

C nepeesznom nBopa B MockBy B 1728 romy, Kak rOBOPUT
ucTopuk, «morexu» Ilerpa Il okoHuaTesnbHO B3SJIM BepX Hal
YUEHBIMU U CEPhE3HBIMU 3aHITUSIMH. PeOeHOK-uMIepaTop mpe-
Jajicsi BCEIEeJIO YBECeNeHUsIM U B ocodeHHocTr oxore. Ho Ha
9TOT pa3 BAHOBHUKOM €r0 PacCesTHHOM )KWU3HU ObLI yike He VIBaH



AnekceeBuu, a ortenl ¢aBoputa Asnekceit ['puropbeBuu Ilonro-
PYKOB, 33/IaBIIMICA 11e/IbI0 HempeMeHHO oOBeHvatsh [letpa Il ¢
CBOEIO JJOYEPBIO, KHsI)KHOIO EkaTeprHOu.

Ha cemeiinom coBete [101ropykoBbl peluiy nomorarb Ajek-
ceo ['puropbeBUYy B OCYIIECTBJIEHUHU 3TOTO IUIaHA, U TOJbKO
onuH MBaH J0aropykoB BbICKa3ajcs IIPOTUB 3TOTO.

— Yro 11, OTel, 3aaymain?.. Hama Kars — BoBce He nonxops-
11as1 HEBeCTa rocy/1apio, — BO3pa3ujl OH OTLLY.

— He noaxoasmas, Tel roBOpHUILIL? A JO3BOJIb Y3HATH YeM?

— A TeMm, BO-IIEPBBIX, UTO OHA CTapILIE rocyaaps, a BO-BTOPBIX,
HPAaB y Hee KPYTOW, KallpU3HbIM.

— Tsl roBOpUIIIb TaK MOTOMY, YTO He ToOuIIb KaTio 1 He xe-
JIaelib eil CYacThbsl, HO BCe-TaKM OHA Oy/IeT IApHUIIeIO.

— EnBa !

— A g roBopio: Oyaert, OyneT. .. Mnu Tl noiaens NpoTuB Me-
H4, oTua?

— He npotuB Te0s1, GaTionIka, s Moy, a IPOTUB HEMPAB/IBL.
Hamr rocynaps oqHOM Henpasaou OKpykeH. Bripouewm, nesnante
KaK XOTHUTe, MeIlaTh sl BaM He Oyny. MHe ¢ BaMu He CITPaBUTHCS:
BaC MHOIO, 51 O/IUH, — C TSKEJIBIM B3[I0XOM MPOTOBOPUJI KHS3b
NBaH.

— 3aBTpa rocyapb OTIPABIISETCS HA OXOTY B HAIIIM 3arl0BE[I-
HBle Jieca U olerman nocetuts Ham ['opeHku... Tel moeners
Jm? — cipocun y cbiHa Asekcel [Joaropykos.

— Her! Ckaxych OonbHBIM U He Tioefy... be3 MeHs Bam xe
nyuie Oyaer. Hekomy Oyaer rocymapsi OCTAHOBUTb.



—9x, UBan!.. U s3bik ke y 1ebs!.. Uro OputBa... A ThI KOT/Ia
ke Ha [llepemereBoy kKeHUIIbCS?

— He 3naro.

— BugHo, eme He nepedecuics!.. JKanp Hacrensky Tpyoerr-
Ky10 NOKUHYTh?.. Tak, yro m? Tel Kymaels, TBOM IIAITHU MHE
Heu3BecTHbI? Jlymaelib, He 3Haio, Kak Thl KHs13s1 Hukuty KOpbe-
Buya TpyOerkoro 3a Hoc npoBoauiis? Bee 51 3Haw, Bce 3HAMO. . .

— TBoe 3HaHue npu Tede 1 OCTAHETCs1, — XOJIOAHO U CIIOKOWHO
BO3pa3wI OTILy KH:3b VBaH.

— A eciii HeBeCTa y3HaeT PO TBOU JTIOOOBHbBIC TIPOIEITKU?

— Harama u 6e3 Toro Bce 3Haer, s caM paccKasall ei.

— W nocne TBOMX paccka3oB OHA UIIET 3a TeOs1? — C YIUBJIEHH-
€M BOCKJIUKHYJ Asiekcelt [Joiaropykos.

— la, uger...

— W oHa aypa HaOWTas1, WM yX Yepecdyp Kperko Mmooou-
na tebs!.. Korna sxe oOpyuenue Oyner?

— Ha nusx... T'ocynapp nai clioBo OBbITh.

—T'ocymaps k Te6e 6maroponut. .. Tombko rsau, MiBaH, Kper-
4e JIepXKUCh 3a rocyaaps... Bparos y Tebs nemano. Kusspe Tpy-
OeLIKOM — MePBbI TBOK Bpar.

— He 6o01och s ero, He 6010Ch. 3HaI0, 32 YTO 3JI00UTCS.

— Ente Ob1 He 37100MThCS, KOT/IA THI K€HY Y HETO OTHSIIL.

— He mos BUHa, eciiv OH He cyment coepedb CBOIO JKEHY.

— Hy nagHo, 310 — 6710 TBOe, a s 3a Tebs — He oTBeTuuK. OO
OJHOM MpOIIly: HE MOPTH HAILIEro Aejia U MPOTUB CYACTbsI BCEU
HaIeyl ceMbU HE WOU.



— Cmorpu, oterr, He omwmoOuck! Yaelb cyacThsi, He MOTy4d
HECYacThs!

— Tunyn Te6e Ha s3bIk! Thl, KaK YEpHBIA BOPOH, OHO JIUIIIb
HECUacTb€ W CY/IUlb, — CEPAUTO BBHIMOJIBWJI CTapblid KHS3b. —
Jlyumie yiiau! Thl TOMBKO HAa TO U TOpas3j — OTLA pacCTpauBarh.

[IporoBopus 311 cnoBa, KHA3b Ajekcen [ puroppeBud ocra-
BUJI TOPHUILY CbIHA, CEPUTO XJIOMHYB JBEPbIO.

EnBa TONbKO BBIIIIEN KHSI3b, KAK €My Ha CMEHY ObICTPO BOIIIEN
JleByika XpanyHOB ¥ TAMHCTBEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM ITPOTOBOPUII, 00-
pamascek K MBany lonropykosy:

— Tebs kakag-to gama cripamuBaet. [1o Hy’)KHOMY, TOBOpUT,
Jeny.

— Mama? Monopgas wim crapas?

— He Benawo, nop Byasipio He BUAHO.

— U1 dpamunum cBoen He ckazana?

— He cka3aia... TBou X0JI01IBI €€ HE MYCKAIOT.

— IIpukaxu, JleBymka, mycTuTh, a caMm NOMEUIA, HE BXOIM,
MOKa He MO30BY.

Cnycrss HemHoro k MBany [lonropykoBy BollLia Kakasi-TO
CTpOWHAs JKeHIIMHA, O0raTo ofieTasi; ee rojoBa ObUla MOKpHITA
(baroit mnm rycroit Byasnbio. He roBopst Hu clioBa, oHa OBICTPO
MOJHSLIA ByaJlb.

— Hact4? — ¢ ynuBiieHueM BOCKJIMKHYJI MOJIOIOW KHSI3b.

— Ha, Hacta! He xpan? Yousnen?..

— [IpusHatock. .. Yemy npunucaTb TBOW HEOXKUJAHHBINA MPU-
xon?



— A BOT ceiiyac ckaxy... lail MHe nyx nepesectu! Ycra-
Jia, criema. .. — nporosopuia kHArnHA Hacracea ['aBpuiosHa
TpyOerkasi, yxke TaBHO HAXOIUBIIASCS B OIM3KUX OTHOIIEHUSIX
¢ MlBanom [1o1ropyKkoBbIM.

Kus13p MIBaH OTKpBITO Be CBsI3b ¢ TpyOelkoid, HUCKOJIBKO He
CTECHSACH €€ MyXka; 10 CJIOBaM €TI0 COBPEMEHHUKA, KH34 [llep-
6aToBa, OH, ObIBas y KHsI3s1 TpyOerKoro ¢ ApyrumMu CBOMMHU MO-
JIONBIMU COOOIIHUKAMU, «IUBAJ 0 KpalHOCTH, OUBaJ U Pyru-
BaJI MyXka, ObIBIIIEr0 O(pUIIepOM KaBaJieprapyioB, UMEBIIETO YMH
reHepajI-Mariopa U ¢ TEPIIEHUEM CThIJl CBOU OT JKEHBI CHOCUBIIIE-
ro».

— Ckaxxu MHe, Thl BCe-TaKu pelni ;keHuThcsl Ha Haranbe [le-
peMeTeBoi? — CepAUTO NoCMaTpuBasl Ha KHs3s, cripocuiia Tpy-
OerKasi.

— Bcee-Taku permi, Benb TeOe U3BECTHO 00 ITOM.

— A 4-TO Kak xe?

— A To1, Hacts, ipu cBoeM myske Oyziellb, — HACMEIUIUBO OT-
BeTWI Jl0NrOpyKoB.

— I'pex TeGe, Bans!.. Mens1, xeHIMHY, KOTOpasi TeOs TaK TO-
PS40 JII0OMIIa, 2 MOXET, JTIOOUT U TeTepb, Thl TPOMEHSIT Ha JIeB-
YOHKY. YeM oHa Jsiyuie MeHs? Mooxe, TOJIBKO U BCETO. . .

— Mosmuu! Moserb Jin Thl paBHATH ceOsi ¢ Moeit Hararmei?
Omna u Tbl — Belib 3T0 pail ¥ an. Eciu, Hacrs, xouens, 4To0s! s
ciynian 1ebsi, He roBopH HU cjioBa o Harame. Ona — cBstas!

— Casras!.. b, yto BhiaymMad!.. Cesras, noka. ..

— Mouats, roBOpIo! — KpUKHYJI KHA3b.



— Yro ThI KpUuHIlIb, 3101e# ? Vin gpathcsi CoO MHOIO 3a1yMa?
Yro xe, Oeit MeHs!.. — U kasrunsa TpyOenkas 3ariakara.

— Cnymait, Hacracest! YTpu cBou ciie3bl, BeJib MEHs1 HE pa3-
*anoouib. He xapiup! Barix 6adbux ciie3 g He moommo. .. J1o-
MO CTyMau, rnepe CBOMM MYKeM-TIO(SIKOM T11aub, Nepe HUM
IIPUTBOPSNCA.

— 3no0z¢ew, emie cMeelb rHath MeHs!.. Teneps g crana He Hyx-
Ha, HaJloeJa. . .

— W to Hapoena! 3naemb, Hacts, paccranemcs mo-xopouemy,
JIPY3bsIMU.

— Jlerko ckazarb — paccTaHemcs... Sl Tak MpUBBIKJIA K TeOe,
nomoouna. ..

— He Bepio 51 B TBOIW0O 110060Bb, HE Bepto. [Ipex/ie Thl MysKa Io-
MoOWIa, a TaM MEHsI M TOYHO TaK K€ APYroro MOITIOOUIIIb.

— A IllepemereBy Harary 1ol JiioOuIIn?

— M3BOIb, CKaKy: CBOIO HEBECTY S U JTIIOOUTH OOIOCH.

— Kak tak? — ¢ ynuBnenuem BockvkHyna TpyOerkasi.

— PacckaspiBath 1po 10 TeOe He Oymy, Thl He monMertb. Of-
HO CKaxy: cimimkom yucta Harama! Hy, npoman, Hacrs, mue
HEJIOCYT — K TOCYAApI0 HaJl0 UITH.

— Heyxenu Mbl Tak 1 paccraHeMcsi ¢ TOOOW, TUPAH Thl MO,
My4HUTEID?

— IIpoctuthes k Tede, Hacts, s1 kak-HUOYIb TIpUEy, a Terepb
rpoian!

— XOTh HEMHOTO MIPOBOAU MEHS !

—T'oBopio, Henocyr mHe. Hy, 1a Tak v ObITh, HATIOCIE/IOK, TTOH-



JeM, HEeMHOTO TTpoBOXY. — W kHs3b MIBaH BcTas, 4ToObl MPOBO-
JIMTh CBOIO OTBEPTHYTYIO BO3ITIOOJICHHYIO.

Ona, 3a/1MBasICh CJI€3aMH, OIYCTHUJIa CBOIO ByaJlb U OECIIpersT-
CTBEHHO BBIIILIA C HUM U3 €I0 IOKOEB.

KH#3b BIIOJTHE PAaBHOAYIIIHO IPOCTUJICS C HEIO; €r0 HUCKOJb-
KO HE TPOHYJIO TOPe MOJIOJION KEHIIIUHBI, ¥ OH COBEPILIEHHO CIO-
KOIHO MPOJOJKaJl CBOM 00pa3 JKU3HU, MOJHBIN Becesbsl, KyTe-
kel 1 gaxe 6e300paszuil. TO Becesbe MPOUCXOAUIO HE TOJb-
KO BHE IIAPCKOrO JIBOPLIA, HO U B CTEHaX MOCJIEJHEr0, U B HETO
KHs3b VIBaH, MOAUMHSISACH YKA3aHUSIM OTILIA, BTSTUBAT U IOHOTO
umrneparopa. YroObl Beenesio ocnadbuth Bomo Ilerpa Aekcee-
BUYA U OBJIAAETh UM, JIOITOPYyKOBBI CTAPAJIUCh 3aTYMaHUTh €r0
MO3I' ’)KU3HEHHBIM yYTrapoM U, HECMOTPSI Ha €ro KPalHIO MOJIO-
JIOCTb, TIOZHAKOMMUTD €0 C TAKUMU OTPUIIATEIbHBIMU CTOPOHAMU
’KU3HU, KOTOPBIMU HEMPUCTOMHO OBUIO OBl YBJIEKAThCS M BITOJI-
HE BO3MY’KaJIBIM JIIJSM. DTO O4apOBbIBAJIO OTPOKA-UMIIEPATO-
pa, OH OXOTHO TIOJIJABAJICS 3TUM «PaJIOCTSM KU3HU», HE 3aMe-
Yasi CTPAIIHOTO Bpeaa ux Jis ceOsl.

Ho BoTt HacTynun nenb oOpyueHus kHsa3s MiBana AsiekceeBu-
ya Jlonropykosa c¢ rpacdunerr Haranseit bopucosHoi I1lepeme-
teBou. Yaca 3a jBa /10 mpue3sia KeHuxa M roctell HapeyeHHast
HEeBeCTa cujiesia B CBOed O0rato OTAeaHHON TOpeHKe B KPyry
noApyr u poactBeHHuIl. CoBceM roToBas K MpUeMy XeHuXa 1
rocteii, oHa OblIa Yy/IHO XOpoIiia B 6eJ10M 00py4abHOM IUIAThe
U3 JIOPOTOTO IIEJIKa, ITUTOM cepeOpOM U KPYITHBIM KeMUYyToM,
C AVBHOM AMANeMON M3 KPYITHBIX aJIMAa30B Ha TOJIOBE U C TaKU-



MU JKe aJIMa3aMu B ymax u Ha rpyau. OHako HeBecTa Oblia 3a-
JYyMUMBA U TIeYasibHa; KOTA ke ee MOAPYTH 3areid BeHYaIbHbIe
TIECHU, el CTaJIO ellle NevabHee, elle CKyJHee, OHa 3aKpblia JIU-
110 pyKaMHU ¥ THXO 3aIljlakaia.

[Menarest CtenmaHOBHA, MOXWIAsT BAOBA-OOSIPBIHS, TETKA I'pa-
(puan Hatansu BopucoBHBI, 3aMETHUB 3Ty Mevalib TUIEMSIHHULIBL,
BBIC/IaJIa U3 TOPHULIBI €€ TOJPYT U, OcTaBIvch ¢ Harareii ogna,
Crpocuia ee:

— Yro ¢ T000M, CBETHK?

— Ilevanp, ToCcKa Ha cepjalie, TETYIIKA, a C Yero — U cama He
3Haw. U paga OHI 1, TETyIIKa, He TUIaKaTh, pajia Obl He ropeBaTh,
Jia cJ1e3bl caMu OeryT W3 IJ1as.

— C yero 6b1 3107 V3K HE OT CI71a3a Jil ¢ TOOO MOMPUTIUIIOCH?
TBosI Mopa, TIEMSIHHULIA, HE CJIe3bl JIUTh, HE TOCKOBATh, a Bece-
JIMTBCS Aa pajioBarh. JKeHUX TBOM — Kpaca MUcaHasi, 3HATHBIM,
nmodumMelr rocyaaps. .. Jlerko ckazats!

— Ot Bcex OJJHO | TO e CIIBIIY $I, TETYIIIKA, BCE MOEMY cYa-
CTBIO 3aBHUJIYIOT, HO OT 3TOTO CUACThsl Y MEHsI OOJLHO-OO0IBHO
cepatie cxumaercs. BuaHo, He nepea 1o0pom 310!

— IlonmHo, Haramenska, nmomHo! Xouellb, 030BY s MOAPYKEK
Y TIETh MX 3aCTaBJII0 BeJIWYaslbHbIE IIECHU, Beceble?

—Her, Her, He Haz10, TeTy1IKa. .. C X NIECEH MHE ellle CKyuHee
CTaHOBUTCSI; TOXOPOHHBIMU T€ MIECHU MHE KaKyTCsl.

— O, l'ocrionu, momunyi! Criaswim tebst, Hatanbiorka, cria-
3uIH, Mos cepaeuHast! [lepecranp xe miakars! Toro misiau, xe-
HUX TIPUEJIET, a y TeOs M IIa3bIHbKU 3aruiakaHsl. .. Hexopormo!..



B stor momeHT BOexkana ['pyina, moOuMasi mpUCTy:KHHIIA
rpavHH, ¥ NOCIEIHO TPOrOBOPHIIA!

— Ener... KHA3b-XeHUX eleT. ..

— Hy, cnapa 6ory! Iloiinem, Haraima, HaBcTpeuy kKeHUXY.

[Menarest CrenaHoBHa B3sij1a 32 pyKy MoOJieJHeBIIyIO erlie 0o-
nee rpacuHio Haraseio 1 roruia ¢ Heto HaBcTpevy KHs3io MBaHy
Honropykosy.

[Monpyru Hatasisn BoprcoBHBI 1 ee ceHHbIE BCTPETUIIH KEeHU-
Xa BEJIMYAJIbHOU MECHEN.

— Cnacubo Bam, KpacHble JieBHIb, criacu6o! Bor Bam Ha
Haps/Ibl ]a Ha CJIAJIKUK JieieHell, — BeCeJio MPOroBOPU KHSI3b
ViBaH, KJIaHsSCh AEBUIIAM, U JIaJ1 UM TOPCTh YEPBOHIIEB.

Bcenen 3a kHs3eM MiBanom B nanathl [lepeMeTeBbIX MprObLT
MMIIEPaTOP-0TPOK ¢ 1iecapeBHor Enn3zaserou [leTpoBHOM M TOT-
Jac ke Havajicst o0psi 0OpydeHH s, a 3aTeM ObLT OTKPHIT OJIeCTsI-
mmu oa.

[ocynmapsb, IBOpP U BCe BEIbMOXKY MPUHUMAH YYacTHe B HEM,
Becesbe ObUTO 00IIee, OHa HEeBeCTa MO-TPEeKHEMY OCTaBaJIaCh
MEYAJIbHOM.

Kenux 3ametut 3To u cripocut y Hararm:

—Pagocth Mos, Tol nevanbHa. Ckaxu, ¢ 9yero? $ Tak cuacTims,
0e3MepHO CYACT/IMB, a ThI, MOsI TOJTyOKa, TPYCTHIIIb !

— TeGe Tak mokas3anoch, KHsI3b, 51 Becena.

— Her, Het, MmeHs Tl He oOMaHelib. Hy, 1a ckopo st pa3zBecelio
TeOsI IBITaHCKOM MecHer 1 ruisickoi. [Tog MockBoii crout Tabop
I[bITaH, 5 MPUKa3aJl MPUBECTU UX CIOJa; TBOM OpaThs 1ajid MHE



cBoe coryacue. BoT Kak yener rocynapb, s U MPUKaXy BBECTU
I[bITaH, KOHEYHO, €CJIA Thl JIO3BOJIUIIIb.

— Yto0 *e, mycKaii MoBeceJIsT. ...

JlefiCTBUTENBHO, 110 OThE3/IE rocyaaps 1 asopa B najiarsl [le-
peMeTeBbIX ObUTM BBENEHBI MATEPO ILIbITaH W IIECTh IBITAHOK.
JHoro Becenman OHU rOCTed CBOMMM MECHSAMU U TUISICKOM, a T10-
TOM IIBITAHKU CTaJIM rajaTh, MOJyYasi 3a 3TO C TOCTeW MIeAPYIO
MOAAYKY.

— D1, crapasi KOJIyHbsI, TIOTa/Iail U MHE TIPO MO0 CyabOy!..
Ckaxu, 4TO KJeT MEeHsS BIlepe/d, — MoA3bIBast K cebe cTapyo
I[BITAHKY, OJIETYIO0 B pyoOuiie, rpyoo cka3ai kHs3b MBan Jlonro-
PYKOB, NIPOTATUBAs PYKY.

Hlosiro cMoTpesia Ha ero JIaIoHb 1bITaHKa, a IOTOM, He TOBOPSI
HU CJIOBA, XOTEJIa OTOMTH ITPOYb.

— Cron!.. Kyna e Th1? Cka3biBall, 4TO HA MOEH JIaJIOHU YBU-
Jana! — ocraHoBuI ee KH:A3b VBaH [lonropykos.

— Ox, KHs3b-Kpacasell, Jyyllle He crpammBail. [{piraHKuHbI
cJIoBa Belue, oHu cOyayTcsi, He MuHyloTcsa. Cymp0a TBOS TLI1a-
YyeBHa M HecuacTtHa. KpoBb, KpoBb s BUjIeNa. .. HecuacTHeIl, Oec-
TAJAHHBIN .. JIIOTAsI Ka3Hb XIET TeOs.

Kak Tuxo HM mporoBopuiia 3TU CJOBA LbITAHKA, HO OHU JIO-
num 10 cinyxa rpadgpunn Haramen bopucoBHsl, crosasien pagom
C )KEHMXOM, Y OHa yraja 0e3 4yBCTB.

[Tpousomien Gonpiol nepenonox. Bee Opocunuch Ha To-
Moip Trpacdune. Crapasi LbIraHKa BOCIHOJIb30BAJIACh 3TUM U
CKpbLIach U3 Najar He3ameuyeHHOU. CKOJIbKO HU MCKaJIM €€, HU-



r7ie He MoK Ha'Th. HekoTopsle U3 rocTei 3aMeTusv, 4To ¢ 9TO1
IIBITAHKOH TIepe]T TeM JIOJITo rOBOpIIT KHs13b Hukurta TpyOerkoid,
HAXOJUBINMICS Ha Oasly; KWBKOM TOJIOBBI OH TOKa3aJl CTapyxe
LbITAHKE Ha CBOErO CONEpHUKa, KHsA35 VBaHa Jlonropykosa.

OOMOpOK HEBECThl Ha BCEX TOCTE MPOM3BEIN YApyvaloliee
BrieyarieHne. OHU MOCHenIn pa3bexarbes, U B nanarax [le-
pemMeTeBa y CBoer HeBecThl ocTajcs Tosibko MBaH [lonropykon
CO CBOMMH JIIOOMMIIaMU U npusiTessiMu — JleByikoii XparyHo-
BbIM U CtenanoM BacuibeBuuem JlonyxunpeiM. «CBOMCTBEHHUK
rocyzapes 1o 6adke ero JlomyxuHoi, nepsoi cynpyre [lerpa Be-
mkoro», Crena JlonyxuH OblT KaMep-IOHKEPOM TPU JBOpPE U
TMOJIL30BAJICSI 0COO0I0 MPUBSA3aHHOCTHIO ITAPCKOTo (haBOpHTA.

— Hy uto, kak Harama? — npozxarnmm roocom cripocuit MiBan
HonropykoB y Opara HeBecThl, Tpacda [lerpa bopucoruua [lepe-
METEBA, TOJIKO YTO BEPHYBILETOCS1 U3 TOPHUIIBI CECTPBI.

— Bee emie 6e3 namsatu. Bipoyem, jiekapb TOBOPUT, UTO OIAC-
HOT'O HUYETO HeET.

—l'ocnioaw, u ¢ yero 3T0 ¢ Helo, ¢ yero? Heyskenv BpaHbe npo-
KJISITOU LIBITAHKM TaK IMOAEHCTBOBAJIO Ha Hee?

— CrpaiHble cioBa cKa3aia IbIraHKa, KHA3b VIBaH Anekcee-
BUY, CTPAIIHbIE.

— Heyxenu xe Beputh UM?..

— OX, KHSI3b, OOJIBITUHCTBO JIIOAEW BEPUT B IbITAHCKUE TIPe/I-
CKa3aHUs.

— Hecnipocra crapas 1ipiraHka ckasaja Te cJioBa, HeCpocTa, —
TUXO MPOroBopuil XpanyHoB. — [lo-moemy, ee nmomydnnm cka-



3aTh UX.

— K0, KTO?

— BepHo cka3arb, KHs3b, s HE MOTY, a TOJIBKO BUAEJ, 4YTO
kHs13b Hukurta TpyOenkoi ¢ 1bIraHKO# YTO-TO AOJITO TOBOPUI U
Ha TeOs1 KUBHYJI €l TOJIOBOIO.

— Tot mymaems, TpyOerikoi oyt npiraHky ? MoxeTt ObITh!
VYV Hukutel TpyOenkoro ectb HEHaBUCTb KO MHE U 371004, OH
HEHaBUIIUT MeHs, U, 0e3 COMHEHHMSI, TO OH TOLYYMII IIbITaHKY.
Ho on nomnarutcst Mue 3a 310!.. § BCe y3Hat0, — ¢ OOIBIINM BOJI-
HEHMEM NPOroBopu Joaropykos.

— Yro ThI 3aayMan aenarh? — crpocuit JlomyxuH.

—41... a1 ceituac noeny k TpyOelkoMy U CIpOITY Y HEro.

— PasBe oH ckaxer Tebe?

— 4l 3acraBmo ero ckazath npasay!.. CHUIOI0 3aCTaBIIIO MMOBU-
Huthcs!.. Crena u 1hl, JIeByiika, co MHOI noeaere!

— Exarp B Takoe Bpemsi!.. Beap HOub, — Bo3pasui JlomyxuH. —
OTm10X%M XOThb JI0 3aBTPA.

— Her, Her, centyac. Hu oqHOM MUHYTHI HE CTaHY MEIJIUATH!..
Bac, npy3bst Mou, TpeBOXUTH 51 He Oyy, OIUH TIOEY.

— Ho mbi Te0s1 He otniyctuMm. .. Kyna Tel, Tyaa u Mbl.

— Cnacu6o, apy3bs, ciacu6o! 4 Bepio Bareit 1pyxoe u npu-
BSI3aHHOCTH, BEPIO.

Bckope ke J1onropykoB co CBOUMM PUATENISIMU yeXasl U3 Na-
nat [llepemeTeBbIX 1, HECMOTPSI HA TO YTO OblJIa ITyOOKasi HOUb,
npuKasan Be3T ceOst K gomy kHs3a Hukutel TpyGerkoro. Bero
JIOpOTY OH OBLJT IevajieH ¥ HaKOHEeIl TPON3HeC:



— A 4T0, Ipy3bsl MOH, €CJIM CJIOBA CTAPOM LIBIFTAHKU U HA ca-
MoM JieJie OyayT Bemumu? Beb MHOTHE TOBOPSIT, UTO ITHITAHKH-
HBI TIpeJICKa3aHusl CObIBAIOTCS. A BJIPYT U JIEACTBUTEIBHO MEHS
KJIET JIoTasl Ka3Hb?

— Yro T8I, uTO THI! C 4ero Takue MuICIM! — B OUH T'OJIOC UC-
MyTaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA €r0 TOBAPUIIIN.

— Kro 3Haer... Bynyinee oT Hac 3aKpbhITO HEPOHUIIAEMOIO 3a-
BECOW.

— Eciu Tak, To Kak ke 1bIraHKa MOKET 3HaTh TBOIO Cy/Ib0y? —
YCIIOKauBasi MpUSTENIs, POroBOpri XpaIryHOB.

— Ha, moxanyit, u Tak! Hy na uro!.. Yemy ObITH, TOTO HE MU-
HOBaTb, OT CBOEH Cy/IbObI HE YIEIIIb, He Yeelllb. A Tenepb, 1py-
3bs1, JIaBafiTe OpaTh OT KU3HU TO, YTO OHA JaeT HaM. DU, SIMIIHK,
TOBOPSIT, THI TOpa3/l IECHU METh. 3aroii Becemylo, a Mbl Tebe TofI-
TSIHEM.

W BOT cpeny 6e3MOJIBHOM TUIIIMHBI HOUM IPOMKO pa3faiach
Becesasl MeCcHs; 3BOHKO MOHECNach OHa MO yiauiiaM MOCKBBI U
3aMupala rae-To JIalIeKo, B OecrpeieIbHOM IPOCTPAHCTBE.

Ho Bot nokazascs gom kHs13s1 Hukutsl FOpreBuua TpyOeriko-
ro. [TonHeiiiiee 6e3mMoBUE HAPUIIO B HEM; OTHU ObLITH IABHO I10-
raiieHbl ¥ Boporta Ha 3anope. KHsa3p Hukuta u ero keHa 1aBHO
BepHYJUCH ¢ 6asa ot [llepemMeTeBbIX ¥ TETEph yXke KPETKO CIIAIH.

['pomKuii CTyK B BOPOTa HE B yPOUHBIN Yac pa3OyanI He TOb-
KO KHSIKECKHMX XOJIOINOB, HO JIA)K€ CAMOIO KHSI351 U €TO XKEHY.

— Iloou y3Haii, KTO CTy4dT, KTO CMEET HapyllaTb MOW MO-
KOM? — CepauTO MpUKa3ajl KHA3b CBOEMY IBOPELIKOMY.



Crapuk JBOpPEKUI HEMHOTO CITyCTsI IPUHEC TAKOE U3BECTHE:

— Kuasp MBan AuiekceeBUY y BOpPOT TBOMX, TOCYAaphb!
CI1bilb, B TOCTH K TBOEGH KHSIKEH MUJIOCTH TIPUOBLI.

— B Takyio-to nopy? He ornupath emy BOpoT!

— I'posurcs, rocyaapb, BbLUIOMATh.

— Becunnnuk, pa3ooitauk! Uto ¢ HUM 1 ienath? — yrnaBImMm
rOJIOCOM MPOTOBOPHIT KHSI3b.

— Ilpunate ero Hajo, ckopee NpuHATH!.. Benp kHs3b MBaH
BBITIOJTHUT CBOIO YI'PO3Y, — HECKOJIBKO CMYILIEHHO TOCOBETOBAJIA
MYKY KHATHHS, HACKOPO OJE€BAsICh.

—Ilpunsts!.. 3Halo, TH pajia ero rnpuesny, oeccroikas 0ada! —
KpukHYJ TpyOelkor, HO BoJieli-HEBOJIel eMy MTPUIILIOCh OTAATh
MpUKa3 OTIEpPeTh BOPOTa M, HECMOTPSI HA HOUHYIO TOpPY, BITY-
CTUTh HEXJAHHOTO TOCTS Ha JABOP.

Kua3p MBan B conpoBoxaeHnn JlonyxuHa u XparmyHoBa BO-
11eJ1 B ropHuity. HemackoBbIM B3MIsi40M BCTpeTHII ero KHsizb Hu-
kuTa TpyOenKoi 1 pe3Ko IMPOroBOPHIT:

— Hano 61 TeGe mopy 3HaTh, rOCTh He3BaHbI. He B iopy roctsb
— XyKe TaTapvHa.

— He roctuts k Tebe s prexal, a 3a AejioM, — XMYPO OTBETHJ
Jlonropykos.

— A nmHA-TO pa3Be TeOe Mano? Kto 310 Mo Hoyam 3a nenom
e3qUT?

— CrieniHoe, HEOTJIOXKHOE Aeso y MeHs, KHA3b! [1o 3m00e Thi
TIO/TyYMJT IIBITAHKY Ha Oajly cKa3aTh, YTO MEHsI Ka3Hb OXKHIAeT.

— C gero TbI B3IyMaJt, KHs3b VIBaH AJsiekceeBrd, 3aueMm s Oymy



nojiy4yarh? — MEHSISICh B JIIIE, BOCKJIMKHYI TpyOerKoi.

— ToI cmyTHsICA, 3HA4MT, 1 ipaB! Ho s1 1 BHMMaHus He 0Opa-
THJT OBl Ha BCE 3TO, €CJIM Obl OT IIBIFAHKMHBIX CJIOB HE IMOCTPaja-
Jla Mos1 HeBecTa, rpadpuns Haranps... C ucnyra oHa v rocemyac
JISKUT O3 MaMsTH.

— Tak 410 )€, KHA3b, OT MEHS Thl XOUEUIb?

— A TBI Briepe], MOKaucs.

— Pa3Be Tbl — 11011, YTO MEHS KasAThCs 3aCTaBJIsIeIb !

— Ox, kHs3b Hukura, He BUIISIH, @ IPSIMO FOBOPU: Thl IOAY UM
LBIFAHKY 7

— Huyero s1 He roBOpuJI, HUYETO HE 3HAIO.

— Tak su, kHaA3p Hukura? — HacMenumBo nocmarpubasi Ha
Tpyberkoro, mporoBopuit JoIropykos.

— Yr10? U OOXUATHCH MEHS 3aCTABUIIb, & MOXET, IMBITKON
3ayMaJl OT MEHs1 MPU3HAHUs JOOUThCS ? — KpUKHYJ TpyOenkou.

— He xpuuu, 311iM ce0s1 He orpaB/iaeliib, 1a U He UCITYTaloCh 1
TeOs1! Brky, BUHOBAT ThI, ¥ C TOOOI0 MHE HE O 4eM OOJIbIIIEe TO-
BopuTh. [loau-Ka Tel OTCI0JA BOH [J1a TIOIJIM KO MHE CBOIO JKEHY:
C HEeIO 51 MOrOBOPIO.

— Mos xeHa CIuT.

— Tak pazoymu. {1 Tak xouy!

— He 3a0b1Baii, kHA3b MIBaH, B MOEM JOME HET TBOEH BIIACTH.
Hu xoTeThb, HY MPUKA3bIBATH Thl TYT HE MOXKEIIb! — KpUKHYI Tpy-
OELKOM.

— He xouenb pa3OyauTh CBOIO KeHy, Tak 51 pa3Oyxy ee. — U
JlonropyKoB HarmpaBwWICS B CHIATBHIO KHATHHU TpyOerKoi.



— Tor kyna? He nypwu, kHsa3p MBaH, onomuucs. .. He To xono-
TIOB MO30BY.

— Thl emne cmeellb MHe XoJonaMu rpo3uTh! Eciiv Tel MHE He
CTpallleH, TO XOJIOIbl TBOM U MOJIaBHO.

Kusa3p VIBaH HUCKOJIBKO HE MMOCTECHSIICA Obl BOMTH B CHaJlb-
HIO K keHe TpyOenkoro, eciii Obl OHa caMa He MOSBUJIACH OKOJIO
JIBEpH.

— UYro Tebe, kHa3b MIBaH, Hafgo? YTo TH IITyMUIIb? — Moaycep-
JUTBIM TOJIOCOM CIPOCKJIA OHA Y HA30MJIUBOIO TOCTSI.

— A, kusaruHs, He crimmib? [ToroBoputs MHe ¢ TOOOH, Hacts,
HaJIo.

— IMlanbHOM THI, KHA3L MBaH, Kak ecTh maabHou! YUTo ke Th
HOYLIO, a He THEM?

— quem-to, Hacts, Hepocyr — Bce B paszbe3fgax. Kusasp Huku-
Ta, BBIAIM HA MAJIOE BPEMSI, MHE C TBOEM 3KEHOM MOTOBOPUTH KOU
PO YTO HAJIO. ..

— A 3a4yem MHe BbIxOauTh? ['OBOpH TIpu MHE. ..

— IloBb11b, TOBOPIO!

— Jlyuilie Tl TIOBBIJIb, a 51 HE TIOUTY.

— He Boritnenib? Tak st BHIOpOIIy B OKHO ! — HEBO3MYTHMO ITPO-
ropopuJ Jonropykos.

— Yro Takoe? MeHs B okHO? [la Thl, BEpHO, KH:3b, HE IPOYAX
eme ¢ BuHa? [Toe3xait JOMOM ¥ criath cKopel Jioxuch. [1o 106-
pO¥ BOJIe He TIOWEIIb, TPUKAKY XOJIOMaM CHIIOK BHIBECTH TeOsl.
i, moau! Ciona, Ko MHe! — 3a1pIXasiCh OT OCIIeHCTBA, KPUKHYII
kHA3b Hukura FOppeBuy.



— A, 11 BOT Kak!.. Tel y MeHs, Tiec, ceiyac 3a OKHOM O4Yy-
tuibcsa! — W Jlonropykos, cxBaTvB B OXanky tuiegynHoro Hu-
kuty FOpbeBrua, NoTaiuI ero K OKHy.

TpyOenkoMy ObITH ObI HEMMPEMEHHO 32 OKHOM, €CJI Obl TOMY
He BocrpenATcTsoBau Jlomyxun u XpamyHos. VM yganocs yro-
BOPHTH HE B Mepy pa30yIIeBaBIIerocsi TOBAPHIIA U YBE3TH €r0
JIOMOM.

C Toro musa TpyOernkoii emie 6onee o3nodmics Ha Jlonropy-
KOBa, HO BOJIEH-HEBOJIEH IO BpeMeHH JIOJUKEH ObLI TauTh CBOIO
37100y Ha cepirie, TOTOMY 4To O0poThes ¢ JIONITOPYKOBBIM eMy
ObLJIO HE MOJ CHITY, TaK KakK TOT ObLI BCECHJIBHBIM (paBOPUTOM
IIpU UMIIEPATOPE-OTPOKE.

Kus3p Anekceit ['puropbeBuY ynotpeoist Bce YCUIns, ITo-
ObI KaKk-HUOY/Tb OTCTPAHUTH OT IAPsI CBOETO «HETIOKOPHOTO» ChI-
Ha VBaHa u BMecTO Hero nmpuOIM3UTh K API0 CBOErO MJIAJIIEro
cbiHa Hukonas. BHauase 3To emy Heckosbko ynanock. mmnepa-
TOP-OTPOK CTAJT OXJI/IEBATh K CBOEMY JIIOOUMILY, HO 9TO ITPOU30-
1o 6ombire orroro, uto [lerp II pesHoBan MBana donropyko-
Ba K 11apesHe Enuzasere [lerpoBHe. OaHako, korjga KHA3b MBaH
00bsiBII cedst xkeHnxom rpagunu Hatansu IllepemereBoii, ro-
Cylapb OISATh BEPHYJ CBOE PACHOJIOKEHUE K CBOEMY (haBOPUTY
Y MO-TIPEKHEMY CTaJI LieJIble IHU POBOJUTH C HUM Ha OXOTE.

JloNropyKoBbI Tak MOBEJH JIEJI0, YTO OTCTPAHWIIU OT rocyaapsi
Jaxe ero ONMM3KUX, TaK 4TO BeJMKasl KHshkHA Hartanbs Anekce-
€BHa 10 LIeJIbIM HeJeJsIM He BUJIajla CBOEro I0OHOTO AEeP:KaBHOTO
opara. K kpacasuiie njapesne Enmsasete [lerpoBHe nmmnepartop



TOXE 3aMETHO OXJIAZEJI M He NMOABJsUICA y Hee. OT 3aHATUA Hay-
KaMH OH cOBceM OTcTall, 1 OcTepMaHy MPUIUIOCh MAXHYTh Py-
KOIO Ha ero oOopazoBanue. Oxora u [JonropykoBbl — BOT BC€, UTO
tenepb 3aHuMaiio Ilerpa II.

Bckope nocne o6pyuenusi Bana [lonropykoBa ummneparop
TIOCJIE OXOTHI, I «OTAbIXa», 3aexall B ycaabOy [openku. Tam
€My YCTPOWIM MBIIIHYI0 BCTpedy. Bo Bpems crona rocynapio
IpUCITyKUBajIa crapuas 1o4b Asekces [JoiaropykoBa KHsKHA
EkartepuHa 1, UCNONIHSASL B TOYHOCTH CTPOTUI MTPUKA3 CBOETO OT-
114, yroTpeoIsiia Bce yCUIsl, YTOObI TPUBJIEYb U MPEIbCTUTD IO-
cyzaps cBoero Kpacotou. KHspkHe nouTtH yganocs 3to. Ietp cran
MHTEPECOBaThCs €10 U BCe yallle U vaille crai ObiBaTh B ['opeH-
Kax U IPOBOJMTH TaM HE TOJIbKO JHM, HO U 1ieJible Hene. KHA3p
Agnekceii ['puropbeBrd n1300peTa BCeBO3ZMOXHBIE pa3BIeUCHUS
U yBeceseHMs1, YTOObl TOJIbKO HE CKyYall ero Jep:KaBHbIA TOCTb
U «Oynynmi 35Tb». V3s1iHasi KOKeTKa-KHs)KHA Cymesia yBJedb
1oHoro [lerpa, HO TONBKO yBJIEUH. VIMIIEpaTOP-OTPOK HE MOT MO-
MOOUTh KHSDKHY [lOMTOpyKOBY, TOYHO Tak e, Kak OH He JIo-
own kHsokHY MenmmkoBy. Kaspkna Ekarepuna ake He ocoOeH-
HO Hpaswiack rocygaprlo. Ho koraa JlosropykoBsl HOCOBETOBAIN
€My WJIM, CKOpee, YIIPOCUIIM €T0 KEHUThCA Ha KHskHE Exarepu-
HEe, OH, Pa30YapOBABIIICH B BO3MOKHOCTH Opaka C 1ecapeBHOM
Enn3aBeToi, HUCKOJIBKO HE 3alyMbIBasICh, U3bsIBUJI HA TO COIJIA-
cue. U Bot noub Anekces [lonropykoBa kHskHa EkaTeprHa Obi-
J1a 0OBSIBJIEHA HEBECTOIO TOCyNapsi, M ObLT HA3HAYEH JIeHb 00pY-
YEHMSI.
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