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Yacrs nepsas

I
Ccopa

OkTs6pp 1740 roga BbIIajICs CTPAIIHO CHIPOM U JOXKUTMBHIH, oTyero B [lerepOypre, 1 BooO1IIe
MaJio M30aJIOBAHHOM XOPOIIMMHU, TIOTOKUMHU JHSIMH, a OCEHbIO TIOCTOSTHHO OKYTaHHOM I€4aIbHbIM
(brrepomM TyMaHHOW MIJIBI, OBIJIO KAK-TO OCOOEHHO XMYPO U YHBUIO. DTO YHBIHHE CTPAIITHO TATOTHIIO
netepOypiKIieB, HO OHO B OCOOSHHOCTU OBUIO HE IO AyIle KPACUBOMY, CTATHOMY MOJIOZIOMY YeJio-
BEKY, TOJILKO YTO BBIILIEIIEMY Ha YJIMIly U3 BOPOT OAHOTO AoMa BOMM3u Anmupanteiicrsa. OcraHo-
BUBIIIKCh HA MOCTKAaX, 3aMEHSIBILIUX B TO BPeMsI TPOTYapbl, OH HEJOBOJIbHBIMU IJIa3aMH MOTJISIIbIBAII
Ha cepoe, 3aTHYTOe TydaMH HeOO, C KOTOPOTrO KOCOM CETKOH ChINaT MEJIKUI 0K /Tb, HA YXOJIUBIIYIO
BJIaJIb JIMHUIO JIOMOB, KaK Obl TOHYBIIIMX B CEPOBATO-MOJIOYHOW TYMAaHHOW MIJIe, M HA PACCTHJIABIITY-
10CsI TIepe]l HUM TPSI3HYIO TUIOIA/b, C OHON CTOPOHBI OKAWMJICHHYIO 3200POM, TSHYBIIIUMCSI OKOJIO
31aHUN AJIMUPAITENCTB-KOJIJIETUH, a C Ipyroll — TsokesnoBecHbIM pacagom Cenara. Ha ston miio-
1141 TeNIepb CTOSLITH 1IeJIble 03epa IPsI3HOM BOJIbI, B KOTOPYIO C TYIIBIM IIEJIKAaHbEM Ma/1a T JOXKIeBbIe
KaIUId, W 9TOT IIyM, Ka3aBIIUICS IPYCTHBIM IIEJIECTOM CYXHX JIMCThEB, MOJIOKUTENBHO pa3apakal
MOJIOIOTO YeJIOBEKaA.

— Hy u noronka! — BelpBanioch y Hero. — OT 3TOM CASIKOTH MOKHO HE TOJIBKO IMPOCTYAUTHCS, HO
COUTH Jlake ¢ yMa. §l MOHMMAIO Terepb, oYeMy aHIJIMYaHe CTPAJaloT MOroJI0BHO CIUIMHOM. ['0BODHIT,
yTo B JIOHJJOHE TaKue JI0KIM U TyMaHbl B 0ObIIEHKY. .. Yero yx B JIoHIOHE!.. s1 BOT TOJBKO TpeTUid
JeHb MOKHY U TJIOTAl0 STOT MPOMO3IJIBIA BO3AYX U TO YK YyBCTBYIO, UTO MEHSI OXBAThIBAET KaKas-
TO HemoHsATHas Tocka. Her, koHueHo! Kak Tonbko ycTpolo Bce, Kak TOJBbKO Y3HAIO, T/ie HaXOOUTCS
Moii Opaten, — ToTdac ke yaepy u3 IlerepOypra... bor ¢ Hum, ¢ 3TUM cTonuYHbIM Becenbem! U,
HaKOHell, KaKoe ke 3TO Becesibe, eCM s 32 BCe 9TH TPU JHS He BUAET HU OJHOTO MaJlo-MaJIbCKU
PaIOCTHOTO JIUIIA, HA OJHOM YJIBIOKU? — 3aKOHUMB 3Ty THPaLy PE3KUM IMOXKATHEM IUIed, MOJIOIOM
YeJIOBEK 3aKyTaJICsl B TUIAI U, OCTOPOKHO CTYIAasl MO CKOJIB3KUM, MOKPBITHIM I'PSI3bI0 JOCKaM, CTall
poOupaThcsi B CTOpoHy HeBCKOW MmepCreKTHRBHI.

OH uMen MoHOoe MpaBO HEroJoBaTh Ha IypHYIO Moroay, crospinyio B [lerepOypre: B cronuiie
OH ObLT COBEPIIEHHO TTOCTOPOHHUM YeJIOBEKOM, 3HAKOMBIX y HETO 3]IeCh HUKOTO He OBbLIO, ¥ IIEJIbIX
IBa JIHs eMy MPUIIUIOCh MTPOBECTU B TOCKJIMBOM OJMHOYECTBE, a TYT €Ile 3Ta Chlpas U MPOMO3T-
JIast TIOrofia, MOCTOSTHHBIN JIOK[Ib, CESIBIINN C HeOa, U TOCKA, ApUBIIAs HA METepOyprcKUX yiuIax,
TMO/ICHICTBOBAJIM KpaliHe HEMPUSITHO Ha €r0 BIIEYATIUTENIbHYI0 HATYpy. 2KIU3HEpaI0CTHBII 1 BECEJIbIi,
TOJIbKO YTO BCTYMUBIINIA B )KU3Hb U €llle He OOBESIHHBIN €€ CypOBbIM JIbIXaHMEeM, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO
9TOT OCEHHUH JIOK]Ib CMBIBAET U C €r0 JIUIIA BeCEyI0 YJBIOKY, YTO XOJIOIHBIA BETep, OKECTOUECHHO
AYIOIIUIA ¢ MOpS, JIGAGHUT HE TOJIBKO €ro TeJo, HO U €ro JyIy, a 9TOT MPOTUBHBIA TyMaH, IJIaBaio-
WA cepbIMU BOJTHAMU B BO3/yXe, OKYTBIBAET €ro Mo3r, 00echOpMIIMBAET €ro MBICIH TaK ke, Kak
obecopMiMBaeT 0Ma, IIEPKBU U IEPEeBbs, HAOPACHIBAs HA HUX CBOIO TYCTYIO TIEJICHY.

Bacunmii ['puropseBry backakoB — Tak 3Bajy TOrO MOJOAOro 4ejoBeKa, MEIJICHHO I1araB-
miero mo MoctkaM HeBckoll mepcrnekTuBbl, — nprexain u3 Mockssl. [IpaBna, u B MockBe HbIHEIII-
HAs OCEHb OblIa HE M3 BaKHBIX: M TaM BBINAJaIM TOCKJIMBBIE THU; HO TAM HE BEYHO K€ IIET 0K /b,
HEHACTHBIC JIHU YePe/IOBAIIUCH C SICHBIMU U CYXMMH, W, CAMOE TJIABHOE, TaM He ObLIO 9THX YKACHBIX
tymaHoB. B [letepOypr backakoB momna ciiy4aiiHO: OT4acTH YTOOBI JOCTABUTh YIOBOJILCTBUE CBOEH
tetke Onbre VMIBaHOBHE M pa3biCKaTh €€ CTapIIero ChiHa, Bo3BpaTuslierocs: Oynto Obl u3 bepnuHa,
I7Ie OH COCTOSUT IIPA PYCCKOM TIOCOJIbCTBE, OTYACTH YTOOBI CAMOMY TIO3HAKOMUThCS ¢ CeBepHOM CTO-
JvLIel, OTHSIBILIEH B MOC/IEAHME roibl Y ApeBHel [lepBorpecTonbHO Bech ee O1eCK U Bce 3HAUeHHe.
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BackakoBy ObUIO BCEro ABaALIATh /IBa TO/1a, @ B STOM BO3PACTE BCE KAKETCS B PO30BOM IIBETE,
¥ TI03TOMY, KOTJ]a €ro Iepeji OThE3/I0M IMyTaliy BCSKUMH CTpaxamMu OMpPOHOBCKOW TUPAaHUH, dep-
HOU Ty4el HaBHCIIeH He Toibko Haj [letepOyprom, Ho u Haj Beeit Poccueit, Bacumuii ['puropseBny
TOJIBKO MaxaJl pyKo# 1 OecrieqHo yibiOascs. Bee 3Tu cTpaxu ka3anuch eMy npeyBeIMueHHbIME, OUpo-
HOBCKHME 3aCTEHKH COBCEM HE TaKUMHM YKACHBIMH, OOIIMIA yKac, OXBAaThIBABIIMI BCEX TPU OJHOM
TOJIKO IMEHH BCECHIJIBHOTO BPEMEHIIMKA, Yepecuyp pa3myThIM. Y HEro moka emie He ObLJIo HU JpY-
3eil, HU BparoB, B €ro JWjax TeKJia MOJIoAasi ropsiyasi KpoBb, CEpIIIe ero elie HA pa3zy He OMIoCh
OT CTpaxa, ¥ OH CMEJIO OTIIPABWJICS Ha HEBCKUe Oepera, BIOJIHE YOekIeHHbI B TOM, YTO ero ocoda
MIPE/ICTABIISIET CIUIIKOM HE3HAUMTENIbHYIO BEJIMUMHY U YTO €ro MOsIBJIEHHE B CTOJIMIIE HE BBI3OBET
PeIUTETbHO HUYbEro BHUMAaHHSI.

Bacumus I'puropbeBrua TsIHYy/ A CloJa Kak/1a HOBBIX BIIEYaTJICHUH, Oecco3HaTeNbHAsT HaJe kK 1a
Ha BO3MOXHOCTb BECeJIO IIPOBECTU BpeMsi, HO [leTepOypr BCTpPETHII €ro HEMPUBETIMBO U CYPOBO,
BackakoB o4eHb OBICTPO pa30o4apoBaJiCsi B HeM. TONBKO YTO HAYaBIIHIA 3aCTPaMBATLCS TOPOT TIOKa-
3aJICS eMY JKJIKUM U HEKPACUBBIM CPABHUTEJIBHO € IpeBHe MOCKBOM, TOpakaBIllel BEIMYUEM CBO-
ero Kpemuisi, pocKomHbpIMU maaTamu Oorateix 60sip v o0mreM boxbrx xpamoB. ok U TyMaHbI
pazapaxanu ero. Ha ynmunax 1apuiao yHeIHHE, BBI3BAHHOE OCEHHEW CIISIKOTHIO M TJIABHBIM 00pa3oM
O0JIe3HBI0 UMIIEPATPUIIBI — OOJIE3HBIO, YCHIIMBINEHCS HACTOIBKO, YTO CTAJIM TIOrOBApUBATh O ee OMn3-
Kol KoHunHe. [letepOypxkiibl, BOOOIIE HAMyraHHbIE COOBITUSIMU TOCIIETHETO BPEMEHH, TpETieTaB-
M€ OT MaJISUIIIEro MI0poXa, elle MOJIHbIE Y)KAaCHOTO BIleUaT/IeH!s, KaKOe TIPOM3BeNa CPABHUTEIIBHO
HeJaBHsIs Ka3Hb KaOMHET-MUHUCTPA' BOJIBIHCKOTO, HE 3HAs1, UTO MPUHECET UM TPy JeHb, TOCK-
JIMBO TIPSATATUCH OT 30PKOTO B3IJISI/IA CHINMKOB TallHOM KaHUEIspur?, U TIOTOMY-TO TIeTepOyprckue
yuIpl ObUTH TIOUTH TycThl. Ecin ke u BeTpevasinch backakoBy pesikue TeIexoibl, ecu ke U rpo-
MBIXQJIA MUMO HETO TSDKEJIble KOJbIMAark®, OepirHb* M U3BO3UMYbK POCITYCKH®, TIOUTH IO CTYIHUILY
KOJIEC yXO/isl B TPsi3b, CTOSIBIIIYIO HA TJIOXO MOIIEHHBIX MOCTOBBIX, TO JIMIIA BCTPEUABIINXCS €My ObLITH
TaK CyMpa4Hbl, YTO MOJIOZIOMY YEJIOBEKY CTAHOBHJIOCH IMOJOKMTEIBHO TOIIHO, U OH TPEIIOYnTaT
CHUETh B CBOEH TOPHUIIE Ha 3a€3KEM JIBOPE, UYeM CIIOHSATHCS 1O CTOJHIIE, BCTPeYast TOIBKO XMyphble
B3IJISI/IBI /1A TJISISl HA CBMHIIOBOE HEOO, cesiiiee HaJOeUIMBBIM HETPEPHIBHBIM JIOKIEM.

Ecnmu Obl He oOemanue, JaHHOe MM TeTke, Bacwmmii ['puropseBuy, He 3aayMbIBasiCh HA Ha
MUHYTY, CHOBa OBl YCEJICS B TIOUTOBYIO KapeTy, YTOObl BEpHYThCsI B MOCKBY; HO OH ObLJT CBSI3aH 3TUM
oOeraHreM 1 J0JIKeH ObUT ocTaBaThest B [letepOypre, pa3bickuBasi CBoero aBoopoaHoro 6para. Ho,
CJIOBHO HApPOYHO, €ro MpPeciieJOBAJIO HECYACTHE M B ITUX PO3BICKaxX. B KoJIerur MHOCTpaHHbBIX J1e
eMy 3asIBIJIM, UTO «TOYHO-JIe aceccop® backakoB, cocTosIBIINI mpu OepauHCKOM amOaccane’, u3 bep-
muHa otObuI U B [letepOypre B HelaBHee BpeMsi HAXOIUJICS», @ HAXOAMUTCS JIM U 110 HACTOSIIIee BpeMsI
3[IeCh — O TOM eMy oOelayii pa3BeiaTh. M BOT TpeTwii ieHb TIOAPSA XOAUT OH B KOJUIETHUIO, BOT U
ceivac TOJIbKO YTO BBIIIEN OTTY/1A, 2 YUHOBHUK, OOCIIABIINI €My BCe IOTIOJIMHHO pa3BeaTh, OMATh
3asiBWJI, YTO HAYETO TIOKA BEPHOTO HE 3HAeT, HO yOesxkJieH, uTo aceccop backakos B Bepnun Hazaz
HE ye3kaJl, B pyrue ropoja OTIycKa He Opasl M JOJKeH HAaXOAUTHCS He MHAue, Kak B CTONUIIE. ..
A korzna Bacunmii I'puropseBry BO3pasul, 4TO €CJIU 3TO JEUCTBUTENIBHO TaK, TO KOJUIETHUH JI0JKHO
OBITH BEZIOMO MECTONPEObIBAHUE €TI0 TBOIOPOHOTO OpaTa M YTo aceccop — He UToJIKa, KOTOpasi MOXKeT
3aTepsIThCs TaK, YTO ee eBa-eBa pasblllellb, — YMHOBHUK CO CHUCXOOUTENILHOM YBIOKON 3aMEeTHIT:

— [1o HBIHEIHUM BpeMeHaM, rocyjapb MO, He TOJIbKO aCECCOpBI, a U IEMCTBUTE/IbHbIC TAllHbIE
COBETHHUKH He OOJIbIIe UTOJIKU 3HAYAT U, KaK UTOJIKH, OeCCIIeIHO MPONaialoT. . .

! Kabuner-MuHUCTp — WiIeH O(PUINAIBHOTO COBETA, BEPXOBHOTO OpraHa B COCTaBe TPeX KaOWHET-MUHHCTPOB.
% Taiinas KaHILE/IIpUsl — OpraH NOJIMTUYECKOro chicka B IlerepOypre.

3 Konbimara — Kapera, KoJIsicKa, OapcKast OBO3Ka, JJIMHHAS KHOMTKA, TapaHTaC.

4 Bepnuna — crapuHHas Kapeta, pbliBaH, KOJbIMara.

5 Pocryck — 0qHOOCHBIN pULIET [UTs TEPeBO3KU JUTHHHOMEPHBIX I'Py30B.

6 Aceccop — 3acefiaTesns, JOJDKHOCTHOE JIMIO, 0ONadyeHHOe CyeOHOM BIIACTHIO.

7 AM6acca,ua — IOCOJIBCTBO.
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Ho Bce ke on onsath ipocut Bacunus ['puropseBrya yaocykUThCs U 3aIsIbIBATh B KOJUIETHIO,
KOTOpasi He 3aMe/IJIUT pa3BeliaTh, Ky/a MOAEeBaJICs ero IBOIOPOAHBIN Opar.

Tam, B KaHUEJIApUM KOJUIernu, backakoB He Mpuajl HUKAKOTO 3HAUYEHMs 3JI0BELIUM CJIOBaM
Pas3roBaprBaBIIIEro0 C HUM YMHOBHUKA, HO TETIepb, HA CBOOO/E, MeJIeHHO Mpodupasich Ha POHTAHKY,
1€ CTOSUI 3a€3)KUH BOP, HA KOTOPOM OH OCTaHOBMJICS,, MOJIOJIOM YE€JIOBEK HEBOJILHO 33JyMaJICsl O
cyabOe CBOEro JBOIOPOIHOTO Opata, 3aJyMasics U axe ucryraics. M no cBegeHusm, moay4eHHbIM
TETKOM, U [0 TOMY, YTO €My CAMOMY YJaJIOCh yY3HaTh B MHOCTpaHHOH Kosuiernu, Hukomaii JIbBoBuu
BackakoB mecsiiia 1Ba yxe Kak Belexan u3 bepnuHa. Eciiu mosoxuTs, 4To OH ynmoTpeOuI Ha mpoe3]t
no [lerepOypra mecs1l, TO, BO BCSIKOM CiIydae, OH Y:Ke IeJIblid Mecsll HaxoauTcs B cronuie. Y Bapyr
OKa3bIBAETCS1, YTO KOJUIETMsI POBHO HUYETO HE 3HAET O CBOEM YUNHOBHUKE, TPEOBIBAIOIIEM TaK OJIM3KO
OT Hee.

Brpyr B Mmo3ry Bacumus ['puropbeBuya, kKak MOTHHUS, OJIeCHYJIa yKacHast MBICTIb: «A 4TO, €CITH
Hukonait ucues B 3acrenkax TaiiHo# kaHueasspun? Yto, ecv KOJUIErMd HEU3BECTHO €ro MECTOXKHU-
TEJIbCTBO TMOTOMY, YTO OH IOMAJI B Jialbl OMPOHOBCKUX Majiayeld, yMEIOMX He TOJbKO 3aCTaBUTh
TOBOPUTH, HO U 3aCTaBUTh MOJTYaTh CBOU KEPTBHI?..»

W crownso 1ol cTpanIHoil MBIC/IM 3aKOMOIIUTHCS B MO3TY MOJIOJOIO YEJIOBEKA, KaK OH MOYYB-
CTBOBAJI, UTO YK€ HE XOJIOAHBIM BETEP, C BOEM HOCALIMICA O YJIULAM, JIEIEHUT €ro Telo, a ykKac
niepe]; KaKMM-TO HEBEIOMBIM, HO TPO3HBIM HecyacTueM. Yesxkasi 3 MOCKBBI, OH XpaOpuiics; eMy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OMPOHOBCKUM CHIIIIMKAaM JIO HETO HET HUKAKOTO JIeJia, HO Terephb, MO/ BIUSHUEM Mep3-
KOU IMOTOJIbl, PacIaTaBIIell ero HepBbl, BCS €ro XpabpocTh pacTrasiia, Kak IbM Mo BeTpoM. Emy
BHE3AITHO BCTIOMHIJIUCH BCE YKAChl OMPOHOBCKHX 3aCTEHKOB, O KOTOPBIX XOTSI [TTyXHMM IIIETIOTOM, HO
XOIWJIM TOJKY 10 MOCKBE; BCIOMHMJIMCh PAcCKa3bl O COTHSIX HEBEIOMO KyJa UCUE3HYBILUX JIOIEH.
OH TaxK ele HeIaBHO OECTIIEYHO OTMAXUBAJICS, CITYIIAs] 9TH TOJIKU M pACCKa3bl, HO TENephb €ro OXBaTUII
TaKOM CTpax, CJIOBHO €TO0 YK€ CXBATUJIY LIENIKME PYKH CHIIIMKOB, CJIOBHO €321y HETO YK€ POrpeMesio
POKOBOE «CJIOBO U JIEJIO», CJIOBHO TEpeji HUM yXe 3aMeIbKaJIM MBITOYHBIE OpYIus, Kak 0arpoBoOil
POCOI1, OOpBI3raHHBIE YEJIOBEUECKOM KPOBBIO. ..

YT0 10 TOrO, UTO €r0 HUKTO 3[1eCh HE 3HAET, YTO HA HEM HET HUKAKOUW BUHBI? JIJIs1 TOrO 4TOObBI
TOTIAcTh B 3aCTCHOK TaliHOW KaHIEISAPUH, He HY)KHO ObLJIO HUKAKOW BUHBI. UTOOBI MIpE/ICTaTh Mpejt
rpo3ssle oun AHpesi VIBaHOBHYa YIIIakoBa, COBEPIIIEHHO ObLIO AOCTATOYHO M TOTO, YTO OH HAXO-
JWJICS B POJCTBE C YEJIOBEKOM, yKe TTO3ZHAKOMUBIIIMMCSI C TIPOITUTAHHBIMHU KPOBBIO PyKaMu OMPOHOB-
CKUX Majiaueii. B Te BpeMeHa BUHY BBIYMBIBAJIH T€, KOMY 3TO OBLIIO BBITOJHO, KOMY 3TO OBUIO HYKHO,
a JIa)e JIeTKasl BCTPsICKa Ha JpI0e 3acTaBiisijia BIIOJIHE HEBUHHBIX JIOJEH KJIeBeTaTh M Ha ce0s, U Ha
CBOMX OJIM3KHUX.

Bcnomumiiocs Bee 310 backakoBy, M OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Ha TOJIOBE Y HETO IIPOCTYITUJI XOJIO/-
HBII TIOT, KaK IO TeJly mpoOexkana JefssHasl APOXKb, U OH TOJOXUTEIBHO C UCIYTOM OTIIATHYJICS,
KOTJIa 3aCJIbIIal 32 cOO0I0 UbK-TO Iaru. Ho mpoxokuii mporiesn MuUMo, Aaxe He B3MIsAHY Ha Bacu-
st ['puropbeBuya, ¥ MOJIOJON YesloBeK oOJierdeHHo B37oxHYNI. Ho cTpax ero He mpoien. Yxac,
HaBesIHHBIN rpe3amu, He paccesuicsi. Kak 9To ObIBaeT 3a4acTyio, OH yke He COMHEBAJICS, UTO €ro JIBO-
IOPOIHBIN OpaT Mmponaj B 3acTeHKax TallHOI KaHIesIpum, eMy yKe Ka3aioch, uto Hukomnait JIbBoBuY
HE BBIHECET IBITKU, OTOBOPUT BCEX CBOMX 3HAKOMBIX, BCEX CBOUX POJIHBIX, @ B TOM YHCJIE U €ro, U,
MOXET ObITh, BOT CEIYac, BOT B 3Ty CaMyl0 MUHYTY, €r0 ITPUXO/1 Ha 3a€3KHUil IBOP CTOPOKAT CHILIUKH,
Y CTOUT TOJIBKO €My IOKa3aThCsl TaM, KaK ero CXBAaTAT U, MOXKET ObITh, Ha IIEJIble TO/IBI 3aMYPYIOT B
KaMEHHBIA MEIIOK.

U crpax ObuT Tak cuiieH, 9YTo BackakoB MOMOKUTETHHO Terepb OOSIICA UATH Ha 3ae3:KUK TBOP.
Jlo ®oHTaHKM OBLIO yiKe HeJaJIeKo, eMy yke ObLIT BUJEH OTCIO[Ia MOCT, IEPEKMHYTHIN Yepe3 PeuKy; HO
OH HE TOJIBKO 3aMeJIMJI LIar, HO JJaKe OCTAaHOBUIICS, ITPEIIOUMTAs IPOBECTU CKOPEE HOUb Ha YJIMLIE,
YeM TOTaCTh MPSAMO B IIENIKKE PYKH CHIIIUKOB U HU 32 YTO HH PO YTO, MOXKET OBITh, PACIIPOCTUTHCS
C TOJIBKO YTO HAYaBIIEUCS KU3HBIO.
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Crano 3ameTHO TeMHeTh. Haberanu BeuepHue TeHU, M BOJIHBI TyMaHa, HOCHBILETOCS TI0 YITU-
11aM, CTaJI TPUHUMATh MOCTETIeHHO OoJlee MpauyHylo OKpacKy. M 3ToT Mpak, TOYHO HaJBUTABIIUICS
CO BCEX CTOPOH, elIle CHIIbHEee TATOTUI backakoBa, 1 yXkac ¢ KakI01 CeKyHI0M Bce OoJbliie U OObIIe
paspacrajics B ero jayuie.

Bacummii ['puropseBrd B3IJISIHYJ BBEPX, Ha MeYaibHOE HE0O0, KOTOPOE TaKKe 3aBOJAKMBAIIOCH
HOYHOIO TEHBIO, TOCMOTPEJ IO CTOPOHAM U BIIPYT 3aMETHJI B HECKOJIBKHX I1arax ot ce0si TOJIbKO YTO
3aKEHHBIN (DOHAPB, KOJIBIXaeMBIH MOPHIBAMU BETPA, OTUETO €ro Ca0blii OTOHEK Ka3aJicsl B TYMaHHOM
MIJIE KAKOU-TO JpOKaIlield, TOYHO TaHITYIOIIEeH, 3Be3/104KOH.

«J1omKHO OBITH, aBCTEPUSI®,— MOYMAJIOCh €My, — MOKHO 3alTH U XOTh 00OOTPEThCs, a TO ITOT
BETEp OKOHYATEJILHO 3aJIeICHUT MEHSI».

W oH KpyITHBIMY IIaraMu HapaBUJICS B CTOPOHY, TI€ APOKaJl OTOHEK.

Ho xorga Bacunmii ['puropbeBry nepectynui Nopor IBepy, Hajl KOTOPO# BUces (poHaph, OH
yOemuIICcs, YTO TO He aBCTepHsl, a KaOayoK IS YMCTON MyOIMKH, TaK Ha3bIBaeMbIil repOepr, KOTo-
pbix B [letepOypre B To BpeMsi ObLIIO CPABHUTENIBHO MaJio. HeCKOJIBKO CTOJIMKOB, MTOK PHITHIX YACTBIMU
CKaTepTsiMU, OpPOCHJICh €My B IJ1a3a; YBHIET OH U MPHUJIABOK, HA KOTOPOM BEJIMYECTBEHHO Kpaco-
BaJIcsi OOUOHOK U CTOsIa Liesiasi Oarapesi CTEKJISIHHBIX KPYXKEK M OJIOBSHHBIX CTAKaHOB, a PSIJIOM C
OOUYOHKOM OH 3aMETHJI TIPEXOPOIIEHBKYIO KEHCKYIO TOJIOBKY CO B3JEPHYTBIM HOCUKOM, SIPKO-Kpac-
HBIMH TyOaMH U LIEJIBIM KacKaJoM TBIITHO B3OMTHIX JILHSAHBIX Bojioc. Korma oH mepectymui nopor,
3TO JIMYMKO YJIBIOHYJIOCH €MY, U Becesast yJIbiOKka OyheTuuIibl, ¥ TeIIOTa, AapUBIIas 3/1eCh, HEMHOTO
Pa3orHagM CTpax, OBJIaJeBIIHA OblI0 UM Ha ynurie. OH CKUHYJ ¢ ce0s1 HACKBO3b IMTPOMOKIIINH TLIAI
Y TIpUCeT K OTHOMY M3 CTOJIMKOB, MOIISIIBIBAS HAa XOPOIIEHbKYIO OyheTuniry, KoTopasi, poIoKast
eMy YJIBIOAThCs, ke MPUOIMKaIach K Hemy.

— Yto mpukax)er rocnoguH? — ¢ CHJIbHBIM YyXOHCKMM aKIIEHTOM CIPOCHJIa OHA, MOIOWAS K
ero CToiy.

Bacummit ['puropbeBud OKHMHYI JIIOOYIOIMMCSI B30POM €€ TOJHYIO, TIBIIIHYI0 (PUTypKy |
3asIBUJI, UYTO €My XOUeTCsl 00OTPeThCs M, UTO OHA HU TIOJACT, EMY U3 TAKMX XOPOIIEHBKHX pyYeK BCe
MOKaxeTcsi HeKTapoM. Bygeruniia, HECMOTpPsi Ha TO YTO MPUBHIKJIA K BCEBO3MOKHBIM KOMIUTIMEH-
TaM, KOTOPBIMH €€ MOCTOSTHHO OCHITAJIA BCE TIOCETUTENN repOepra, BCIIBIXHYJIA SPKUM PYMSTHIIEM.

— OnHAKO YTO TOCHOIMH MOXKeENaeT? — MOBTOPUJIA OHA. — Y HAcC €CTh HIOPEHOEPrcKoe U MIOH-
XEHCKOe THBO, €CTh BCEBO3MOKHOE BUHO; YETO K€ BaM YTOJHO?

— Tak pmaiite MHe, aymiedka, OyThUIOUKY MaJIephbl.

ByeTruniia ToporuimBo CKpbLIach 3a MPUIaBKOM, 3arpeMelia TaM MoCyJ0H U, TaK ke TOPOIUIUBO
BEPHYBIIIMChH Ha3a/1, TOCTaBWJIA repesi BackakoBbIM MOIHOC, HA KOTOPOM CTOsIIa TEMHasI 3arblJIeHHAST
OyTBUIKA U — OYEBUIHO, U3 YBAKEHUS K €ro KpacoTte — Aaxe cepeOpsiHas yapka. Bacummii ['puropse-
BUY TOOJIArolapuil KpacuBYI0 YyXOHKY HOBBIM B3IJISIIOM, OT KOTOPOrO OHA BCITBIXHYJIA CHOBA, U C
YIOBOJIbCTBHEM BBIMUJI JIO THA OOJBIIYIO YapKy KPEMKOro, apoMaTHOTO BUHA, KOTOPOE OTHEM Ipo-
6eXaJo Io ero KuIaMm.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK IO €ro TeJly pa3iwiach MpUsATHAs TEIJIOTa, MOJIOAOCTh B3sila CBOE, U
HEeJIJaBHUI CTpax ucue3 moutu OeccrienHo. Becenmas ynpiOka cHOBa 3aposkasia Ha ero ryoax, u OH
00BeJT KOMHATY OKMBJIEHHBIM JIIOOOTBITHBIM B3INIsiIOM. Kpome Hero, B repoepre ObUIO ellie IBoe
MIOCETUTENICH: OHU CUJIENIU B TIPOTHBOIOJIOKHOM YITTy KOMHATHI U, KaK MOKa3aJoCch €My, CMOTPEJH
Ha HEro JAJIEKO He IPyKeToOHBIM B3MIAA0M. OIMH U3 HUX ObLT BOGHHBIN, B O(PUIIEPCKOM MYHIUpPE
VI3MaiisIoBCKOTO NOJTKA, IPYrOi — INTATCKUM, B TEMHO-(PHOJIETOBOM OapXaTHOM KaM30Jie U OETOCHE K-
HOM %a00, KOTOPOE OTTEHSJIO ero cMyriioe Jiuio. O6a oHM ObUTH MOJIOZIBI, 00a ObLIIM OYE€Hb HELyPHbI
co0OM, HO B TO BpeMsl, KOrJJa BOGHHBIN ObLT COBCEM CBETJIBIM OJIOHJAWHOM, INTATCKUIA ObLT KI'yIHid

8 ABcTepHsl — TOCTMHHMIIA, TPAKTHP, XapueBHs ¥ IIUTEHHBIA IOM.
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OpPIOHET, ¥ TI0 er0 MUHIAJIEBUIHBIM IJ1a3aM U 10 OYEPTaHUsIM €ro HOca, C OYeHb 3aMETHOW TOPOUH-
KO, OBLJIO HECOMHEHHO, UTO B HEM TeUeT I0KHast KPOBb.

Kak Tompko Bacwmmii 'puropbeBrud mosiBujicsl B repoepre, OHM 00a, 3aMEeTUB ero CTaTHYIO
urypy u 6pocuB OBICTpPBIN B3IJIA HA €0 JIUIO, TOYHO WCITYTaBIIUCh Yero, B3APOTHYIU W Iepe-
[JISTHYJIMCh MEXAY co0o10. Pa3roBop, KOTOpHI OHU BEJH JI0 €ro MpUxoa, Kak-To cpazy oO00opBaICs;
UX OXMBJICHHBIE JIMIIA C/IENAIUCh KaK-TO CTPAHHO CyMpayHbIMH, B IJIa3aX 3aropejvch HeloOphie
OTOHBKH, U, Korga Bacwmuii ['puropreBud, BBHIMKUB YapKy Majepbl, MIOCMOTPES B UX CTOPOHY, OHU
OpOCHIIH B CBOIO OYepe/Ib Ha HErO TAaKOW HEAPY:KeTIOOHBIN B3IJIsI, TOYHO OH ObUT MX JIMYHBIM BParoMm.

— 310 — 0H! — MpOIIIeNTa] BOSHHBIN, HAKJIOHSSCH Yepe3 CTOM K CBoeMy coOeceJHHKY. — S ero
y3HaJ cpasy.

BproHeT 3a1ymMasicsi Ha HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUH U B CBOIO OUepe/ib POMOJIBHIL

— WM MHe KaxeTcs, 9To 3TO — OH.

— Bonk cam 6eXuT B JIOBYIIKY.

— U Hy)HO mocTapaTbcs, YTOOBI OH U3 ITOM JIOBYIIIKUA HE BHIPBAJICH.

— He 6ecniokoiics, He yitnet! OH CIMIIIKOM MHOTO HACOJIAJI MHE, YTOO €r0 BHITYCTUTh, M HYKHO
MOKOHYHTH C HUM, YTOOBI OH HE HACOJIHJI HaM eltie OoJIblIIe.

— Ho kak %e 310 ycTpouth?

— He Gecniokoiicst, — ¢ 3710BeIeH yIbIOKOW TPOroBOPHII U3MAKJIOBEI, — TPEJOCTaBb 3TO MHE.

OH MeJIeHHO TOAIHSIJICS CO CBOETO MECTa M TOIIIeN K TOMY CTONy, Ie cuaen backakos.

Bacunmii 'puropseBrd cTpariHo Obl YIUBUJICS, €CIH Obl €My YIAJIOCh MOACTYIIATh 3TOT CTPaH-
HBIT pa3roBop. CKOJIb3HYB PaBHOMYIITHBIM B3TJISIOM TIO JIMI[AM STHX TOCIO/, OH TOTYAC Ke OMYCTHII
71432, HUCKOJIBKO HEe MHTEPECYsICh MU, U C OOJIBIIIUM YIOBOJIBCTBUEM CTasl OPOCaTh CBOM TIBLIKHUE
B30PbI B CTOPOHY IMPUJIABKA, JTIOOYACH TUIUKOM Oyderuniibl. [I03TOMY OH TOHEIB3s1 U3yMUJICS, KOT/Ia
M3MaiiJIoBell, MPOXOJIsi MUMO HEro, BAPYT TaK CUJIbHO TOJKHYJI €ro, YTO OH eBa y/epKaJics Ha Taly-
pere. DTa HeIEIMKATHOCTh CTPAIITHO BO3MYTHIa BackakoBa; OH OBICTPO MOJHSJICS HA HOT'U, THEBHO
B3MJISIHYB Ha ouIiepa, U He JyMaBIIero U3BUHSATHCS 32 CBOKO HEJEJMKATHOCTh, U PE3KO CIIPOCHIL:

— D710 UTO *e, cynaph, 3HaUnT? YeM s MOry OOBSICHUTH CEei TOCTYIIOK C Ballleid CTOPOHBI?

M3maiinoBer OTBETHII CAMBIM HAaXaJIbHBIM TOHOM:

— Jla KaKk XOTHTE, TaK ¥ OOBSICHANTE; 1 HUCKOJIBKO HE MHTEPECYIOCh TeM, KaK BbI ceOe ceil Mou
MIOCTYTIOK OOBSICHUTH TTOXKENAeTe.

— Tak BBl MEHSI TOJIKHYJIU, 3HAYUT, HE CITyYailHO?

— Her-c, He ciyyaiiHo. MHe He oHpaBuIach Baiia (PU3MOHOMUSL.

KpoBb 3akwuriena B backakoBe, OH MHCTUHKTHBHO CKaJl KyJaKM U TaK TOJKHYJI W3MaMJIOBIIA,
YTO TOT OTJIETENI OT HerO Ha HECKOJIbKO IIAroB. . .
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IT
HeoxuanHbii pe3yabTar

OtmeteB oT ToMUKa BackakoBa K cTeHe, Jlake CTYKHYBIIHCH TOJIOBOM O CTEHY, U3MaiJIOBell
B TEpPBOE MIHOBEHME PAaCCBUpEIIEN, I71a3a ero HaJIWIMCh KPOBBIO, M OH B CBOIO OYepeb OPOCHIICS
Ha Bacuiusa [puropbeBrua, HO TOTYAC Xke OBICTPO OMOMHWIICS, THEB €r0 TOYHO pacrasul, 37100-
HbIe OTOHBKM B IJIa3ax MOTYXJIM, 1 BMECTO HUX TOKa3aJach HACMEIUIMBAsi, TOYHO TOPKECTBYIOIIAS
ynpiOka. OH MeIIeHHO Tofiones K backakoBy, MpOJOJIKaBIIEMY CTOSITh BCE €Ilie B YrpoXalomen
no3e, U pa3MEpeHHO, Kak Obl OTUEKAHMBasI KaX/I0€ CIIOBO, TIPOrOBOPHIT:

— 41 BUKYy, BBI, Cygapb, He U3 poOkux. OHO BIIOJIHE MOHSTHO, €C/IM B3Th BO BHUMaHKE Ballly
npodeccuo. Ho, Hazieoch, Bbl MPEKpacHO MOHMMAETe, YTO Mbl C BAMU HE MOXKEM paccTarhCsi, HE
PACKBHTABIINCH IPYT C APYTOM.

Spkas kpacka 3amwia smio Bacumust I'puropseBuda. OH TOJNBKO TeTiepb MOHSLT, KaKKe HEeTlpy-
SITHBIE TIOCJIEJICTBHSI MOKET TMOBJIEYb 32 COOO0I0 3Ta €ro CiayvaiiHasi ccopa, U ye JocaoBal Ha ceds,
YTO 3amieN B 3TOT repOepr, A0CaI0Ball Ha TO, YTO BCIbUIMIL. BhUToN cTpax cHOBa oxBatui ero. OH
MO U3 OTHs J1a B NONbIMSL. [10uTH He 3Hast CYIIEeCTBYIONIMX MOPSAKOB, OH YacTo cibiian B MOcKBe,
YTO JIy3JTH TPECIIeAYIOTCS 3aKOHOM, UTO MPABUTEIBCTBO OYEHb KOCO CMOTPHT Ha CTHIUKHU C OPYKUEM
B PyKax M YTO 3aXBAYEHHBIM TyJISIHTaM He ObIBAeT IOIIA/IbI.

B crnoBax m3MmaiiyioBLia 3Byyall CIMIIKOM SICHBI HaMeK, U Bacuimil I'puropseBuy yxe He MOT
Obl OTKA3aThCsl OT YU, He BbiKa3aB ceOst TpycoM. TpycoMm OH HUKOrIa He ObUT U TeM Ooliee He
XOTeJ MOKa3aTh Mepejl STUMU COBEPILIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIMU MY JIIO[IbMU, 4TO OouTcs iyam. OH ropno
3aKMHYJ TOJIOBY M, CMOTPS MPSIMO B Tia3a ouiiepy, IPOMOJIBIII, CTapasich FOBOPUTh KaK MOXHO
CIIOKOIHEee U Kak MOXXHO TBEpXKe:

— 51 mpekpacHO MOHMMAIO, YTO BB MITIETE CO MHOIO CCOPHI. .. He MoiiMy TOJIBKO OIHOTO, HEYKen
TaKUe CTPAHHBIE MAHEPBI, KAKKE Bbl BBIKA3AJTH 110 OTHOIICHUIO KO MHE, B HPaBax M 0ObIYasIX PYCCKUX
oduniepos? He nymaiite, moxaiyicra, 4YTo €C/v 51 HE HOULY OPYXHs, YTO €CIU s HE NMPUHAMJIEKY
K BOGHHOMY COCJIOBHIO, TaK MCITYTaloCh BAIIMX I'PO3HBIX HAMEKOB M ellle Oojiee TPO3HBIX B3IVISIOB.
Bripouem, — npubaBuiI OH, — TaK Kak Bbl MEHSI OCKOPOWIIN TIEPBbIid, TO, TIOKATYM, S TOTOB YI0OBOJIb-
CTBOBAThCs BAIlIMM M3BUHEHHEM. . .

W3maiinoBerr 1ep3KO pacXoXOTascsl.

— Ox, cyaapb, 1a Bbl — KOMUK, KaK s Ha Bac noristky! Wi, ckaxute Ha MUAJIOCTb, OH CUMTAET,
41O 51 OCKOpOMI ero nepBbiii! JKectoko m3Bonute 3a0myxaarbesi. OckopOneHre HaHeCIu Bbl MHE,
carucakiun’ Tpedyio 1 y Bac. A moceMy OyabTe CTOJb JTIOOE3HBI U COOOIIUTe MHE, Kyla s MOTY
NPUC/IATh CBOMX CEKYH/IaHTOB.

Itot Bompoc nocraBui backakoBa B Tynuk. OH Jaxe pacTepsuics, HO HE MOTOMY, UTO eMy
HEJIOBKO OBLJIO CKa3aTh PO TO, YTO OH OCTAHOBWJICS, TIpreXaB 13 MOCKBBI, Ha IPSI3HOBATOM 3ae3:KeM
JBOpE, a IOTOMY, 4TO He 3HaJI, IPOBEET JIX OH TaM 3aBTPAIIHUI JIeHb, TAK KaK, HAIyTaHHBIA CBO-
UMH MBICJISIMH, OOSUICS TyJa BepHYThCss. CMYTHJIO €ro Takke W TO, YTO y Hero He ObLJIO HH JIyIIN
3Hakomou B [letepOypre, 4TO eMy HEKOro ObLIO MPUIVIACHTH B CBOM CEKYHIAHThL. OHAKO HYXHO
e ObLJIO BBITH M3 3TOTO HEJIOBKOTO MOJIOKEHHS, HY’KHO ke ObLIIO OTBETUTH O(UIIEpPY, OUSBUIHO
HeTepIieJIMBO KIaBiemMy ero orBera. OObHas OecrieyHOCTh backakoBa B3sila BepX HaJ| CTpaxaMu
Y COMHEHMSIMH, 3aKOIOIIUBIIMMUCS ObUIO B €r0 JyIe: OH CaM HEBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYJICS, TIOAyMaB O
TOM, B KAKOM O€3BBIXO[JHOM TOJIOKEHUU HAXOIUTCS Teleph, U COBCEM BeCesio 0OpaTHJICS K CBOEMY
HEOXKUIaHHOMY COTICPHUKY:

¥ Carucdakims — yIOBIETBOPEHNE 32 OCKOPOICHHE YeCTH, Jyd/Th C OCKOPOHTEIIEM.
11
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— Bor uTo, cynaps, s He OTKa3bIBalOCh, KOHEYHO, OT JAY3JIM C BaMH, 51 HUKOTAA He ObUT TPYCOM U
TeM Tave He Oy/y UM Terepb, HO JOJDKEH BaM MPU3HATHCSI OTKPOBEHHO, UTO B PUHEBCKOW CTOJHUIIE
sI — COBCEM HOBBII UEJIOBEK, YTO 371eCh OYKBaJbHO HMKTO MEHSI HE 3HAeT U 51 HUKOrO He 3Hai. A
MOCEeMY, YK €CJIM BBI JieJlaeTe MHE TaKylo YeCThb, BHIXOS CO MHOW Ha MOEIMHOK, CAENANTe U APYTYIO
YeCTb: YKaKHTE, IMO-TIEPBbIX, Ky/a 51 JOJKEH SIBUTHCS 3aBTPa JIIsl BCTPEUH C BAMHU, a TAKXKE 3aXBaTUTE
CEKyHIAaHTOB U Ha MOIO JIOJIO.

W3maiinoBenr meperyisiHy/Ics co CBOMM ToBapuiieM. Ha ux juiax cHayaiga MpOCKOJIb3HYIO
HeJJOyMeHHe, KOTOpOoe 3aTeM CMEHMJIOCh HACMEIITMBOH YJIBIOKOM; I71a3a UX, OUYEBUIHO, CKa3aJu JpyT
ApYry O4eHb MHOTOE, 1 3aTeM oguiiep, ooparasch cHoBa K backakoBy, ckazai:

— 41, KOHeuHO, Tocynapbh MO, HE CTaHy YJIMYaTh Bac BO JIKH, IOTOMY YTO U MHE, U MOEMY TOBa-
PHUIIy OYEHb XOPOIIIO BEIOMO, YTO BBl UJIOBEK B TIPUHEBCKOH CTOJHIIE TaJIeKO He HOBBIA. U3 Bcero,
YTO Bbl MHE CKa3aJIH, sl 3aKJII0YAI0 TOJIBKO, YTO BaM BO UTO OBl TO HH CTAJIO XOUETCSl YCKOJIb3HYTh OT
MEeHsI; HO TaK Kak sl He MMeI0 HU MaJIeHIIero jKeJaH!s BBITYCTUTh Bac U3 CBOMX PYK, TO TOTOB IPH-
3HaTh, YTO BbI YesioBek B [lerepOypre HUKOMY He BEIOMBIN, YTO y BaC HUKOTO 3HAKOMBIX B Ilerep-
Oypre B JaHHOE BpeMsl, MOKET ObITh, M HET, YTO CEKYHAAHTOB BbI IOCTATh HE MOXKETE, ¥ TIocCeMy Tpe/-
Jaraio Bam cieaymomiee: 1o LlapuiisiHa yra 37ech OueHb HelaJIeKo; My Bac, U 'y MeHsI eCTh IIIIar,
MOWAEMTe TyJla U PACCUMTAEMCSI Mek/1y COO0I0. A BOT MOU TOBapHIll, — KUBHYB B CTOPOHY OpIOHETa,
puOaBUI OH, — OyJIET ¥ MOMM, U BallliM CEKYHJAHTOM.

— Ho nos3BonbTe, — ropssuo Bo3pasmi backakoB, — KakeTcsl, KaK BBI3BAHHBIN, 51 IMEIO MPaBO
BBIOMpaTh Opyxue. OTUero 3To Bam XkeJlaTesIbHO JIPaThCs Ha MINarax, Korjaa MHe, MOXeT ObITb, JkKeJla-
TeJIbHA Ay3J1b Ha TUCTONeTax ?

Mo ry6am u3maiiioBIia mpodexkana yCMeIka.

— $] HACKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAIOCh, YTO, MOXET OBbITh, Jy2J1b HA MHCTOJETaX BaM U OoJiee Kena-
TeJIbHA, HO HaM YK MPUAETCS OCTAaHOBUTHCS HA IIINAre; BO-TIEPBBIX, MOTOMY, YTO Yy HAC C BAMHU IO
PYKaMu MUCTONETOB HET, BO-BTOPBIX, OTTOT'O, YTO BBICTPEJT OYEHb IITyMEH U MOKET 00paTuTh Ha ceOst
Ybe-HUOY/Ib BHUMAHUE, 2 MHE 3TOTO COBCEM HE XOUeTCsl, a B-TPEThUX — Y MEHsI SIBUJIOCh HETIPeoao-
JIMMOE KeJIaHue YOUTb BaC, UTO 5, MOKET ObITh, C YCIIEXOM M C/IENAI0, TaK KaK OUYeHb HEeJly PHO BJIaJIet0
mmaroi. BipoueM, cyaapb, — J00aBUII OH BCE € TOIO e eXUJHON YCMEIIKOM, — CUMTAI0 CBOMM CBSI-
IIIEHHBIM JIOJITOM TIpeyNpeuTh Bac, 4To, Oy/e Bbl HE MOXkeJlaeTe JaTh MHE caTHC(hakKIuio, Oye Bbl
TOTYAC K€ HEe OTIPABUTECH CO MHOIO U C MOUM TpusTeneM Ha LlapuIibIH JIyr, TO sl XOTS U C BeInYai-
UM COXKAJICHUEM, HO TIPHUHYXJIEH Oy/1y IPOTKHYTh Bac CBOEH mmaroi Hemeaisi! — M oH yrposxaiorie
TMOJIOKUJT PYKY Ha 3hec CBOeH IIMary.

— To ectb, — HemMHoOTrO Onefnes1, cipocuit Bacwmii ['puropbeBud, — BbI MoiieTe Ha YOUICTBO?

— Bl He ommbMch, cygapb, — ¢ MPOHUIECKUM TIOKJIOHOM OTBETHJI M3MAaiIOBel, — MHE Ballla
(br3MOHOMUS TaK HE HPABHUTCS, UTO s Jake MOy Ha YOUICTBO.

BackakoB Ha MrHOBeHME 3aymalcsi, HO TeHb TOT4Yac ke cOexana ¢ ero juia. OH monan B
JIOBYILIKY, ¥ HEYETO OBLIO COMHEBATHCS, UTO ITOT O(PHILIEP, JIUI0 KOTOPOTO Ka3aJ0Ch MOJIOAOMY YeJio-
BEKY OUeHb CHMITATUYHBIM, IEUCTBUTEILHO MOXET yOuTh ero. Kpruyars u 3Bath Ha nmomorip Bacummio
['puropbeBUYy COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh: OH STHM MPSIMO Obl OTHANT ceOs1 B PyKU OMPOHOBCKUX CHIIIH-
KOB, KOTOPBIE, MOKET OBbITh, YK TOHSIIOTCS 32 HMM; CJIE/IOBATENIbHO, HE OCTaBaJIOCh HUYEro dosee, Kak
COMJIACUTBHCSI HA 3Ty BBIHYXAEHHYIO 1y71b. TYT y Hero Bce-Taku ObLIM IIAHCH Ha ygady. OH roro-
BWJICSI K BOGHHOH CITyXx0e, 1, eciii Obl He TeTKa, KOTOpasi TIOUYeMy-TO CUMTAJIA €rO 3I0POBbE OYEHb
cabbiM, OH, HaBEpHOE, Terieph U cam Obl HOocWT opuLepcKuil MyHaup. B Obiioe Bpemsi backakos
OYeHb YCEepIHO 3aHMMAaJICs (peXTOBaHMEM, OUYEHb HEypPHO BJIaJeN IIMaroi u ObUT BIOJIHE YOEK/IeH,
YTO OH HE MO3BOJIUT 3ape3aTh ceOsl, KaK IBIIUIEHKA, a MOXKET OBbITh, JaXe CyMeeT OTIUIATUTh STOMY
Aep3KoMy opHIIepy XOPOIIAM yaapoM. MBICTH 3TU MOJHHUEN MPOOeKaan y Hero B TOJIOBE, COrHAJIH
MpaYHYIO JHIMKY, HaOeXaBIITylo ObLIIO HAa €Tro JIMIIO, U Ha ero rydax 3ajpoxaia omsTh Becenas, oec-
reyHast yJIsloka.

— $1 K BammM yciyram, rocygapu Mou, — POroBOPHJT OH, HAKHUIbIBAsI HA ceOsl TUIall.
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3aTeM OH MOJIOoNIeN K MPUJIABKY, 32 KOTOPbIM cujena OydeTuniia, modeJHeBIas Kak CMepTh,
KaK TOJIbKO Havasach 3Ta CTpalIHas ccopa. B To BpeMsi Takue ccopbl ObLIIM HE PEJKOCTh, AEBYIIKA
MPUBBIKJIA K HAM, HO KPacHBOe JIMI0 backakoBa MPOM3BEO Ha Hee CIMIIKOM MPHUSATHOE BIieyatiie-
HUe, W, CIyIIasi pPa3roBOpP MOJIOJIOTO YeJIoBeKa C M3MAMJIOBIIEM, OHAa BCel yIIoN ObUIa Ha CTOPOHE
nepBoro. Korna BackakoB momoriesn K Heil, oHa 00Jajia ero TaKUM y4YacTIMBBIM B3IJISAOM, UTO 3TO
HEBOJIBHO TPOHYJIO Bacunus I'puropbeBnya.

— CkonbKO 51 BaM JIOJKEH, MOs1 KpacaBuua? — CIipOCHII OH.

— IIBa pyOuisi, — mpoIenTaga OHa B3[IParvBaloIIMM rojIocOM. — 3aueM Bbl HIEeTe ¢ HUMHU? —
npudaBIIIa OHA HIETIOTOM. — XOTHUTE, 51 T030BY MOJUIIEHCKHI 00XO[, 1 OHU HE TIOCMEIOT MPUANPATHCS
K BaM. Besib oHM MoOTryT Bac youts?

— He Goiitech 3a MeHs1, Mosi ipeniecTs! — ynbiOasch, 3ametns Bacunmii I'puropseBuy. — YOUTh
OHHM MeH$1 He yOBbIOT, a YKJIOHAThCS OT BBI30Ba s1 HE X04y M He mory. [Ipormaiite, qymeuka, wid,
BEpHE, 10 CBUIAHUS, TIOTOMY YTO 51 YO€KIEH, YTO MBI ellle C BAMH YBUIUMCS.

— Ilomoru Bam Bor! — npomienTaia oHa onsTh.

— Unewm, cynapp, ugem! — KpUKHYJ OT IBepU M3MaiiioBell. — Bel uepecuyp moiro Gecemyere
C TUM YyXOHCKUM KyMHUIOHOM. Eciv BBl HE yMpeTe OT Moell pyKd, BaM HUKTO HE MeIIaeT ToTyac
e BEpHYThCsl 00paTHO. — M M3MaijioBell pacnaxHys IBEpb, B TO K€ BPeMsl OIJISAbIBASICh, YTOObI
yOenuThesl, CeayeT v 32 HUMU backakos.

Onu Momua fonuu a0 yriia PoHTaHKH, 3aTeM MOBEPHYIIU ee Oeperom 1 HarpaBHIICh B CTOPOHY
Hapuipiza myra. Joxas nepectan. He6o ObUIO 3aTSHYTO Tydamu, HO BEUEPHH MpakK, OKYTaBIIHUiA
netepOyprekue YiMIbl, YCTYIH MECTO KaKOW-TO CepoBaToOl TyMaHHOUW mrje. Pe3kuii Betep, mryms
MYTHBIMU BofiaMi POHTAHKM, HaJIeTal Ha Oeper, 3JI5Ch U BOs, MPOHOCKIICS MUMO backakoBa u ero
CITyTHUKOB M, 00/]aBast UX CBOMM JIS/ISTHBIM JIBIXaHUEM, 3aCTaBJIsLT 3510KO €XKUTHCS M B3[IParuBarh.

Korzaa onu Bbiumi Ha Llapuiipia J1yr, HOUHAsI MIJIa Ka3asiach etie OJ1e/iHee; 371ech YyBCTBOBAJIACH
pe3Kasi ChIpOCTh, KOTOpasi, MOAHMUMASICh OT BJIAXHOH, IPONUTAHHOU JOXKISMHU TIOYBBI, HOCHJIACH B
BO3JIyXe T'YCTHIMU BOJTHAMU CepoBaToro TyMmana. Hora ckonb3uia Ha MOKpPOW 3eMiie, U He TIPOIILIO 1
HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT, KaK HOTH TMeNeX0J0B ObUIM MPOMOYEHBI HACKBO3b.

— Hy-c, cynapp, — nmporoBopw, oOpariasick k backakoBy, u3MaiijioBell, — Mbl, KOHEYHO, HE
OyleM MycKaTbCsl B JIMITHUE Pa3roBOPHI, He OyneM, MOHSITHO, TOJKOBATh O MPUMHUPEHHH, a TIPSIMO
MIPUCTYIIMM K JiesTy. BeiHUMaiiTe Baty 1mmary u3 HoxeH 1 ToMouTech bory, eciu BblI elie He poasiu
CBOIO JIyIIy YepTy.

BackakoB CKMHYJ CBOH TUIall MpsIMO Ha 3eMJTI0, OPOCHJT Ha HEro MUISIY M, TPSIXHYB CBOUMHU
T'YCTBIMH, KOPOTKO OCTPHKEHHBIMH KyJIPSIMU, BHITAIIWI IITAry U3 HOXeH. B To ke BpeMs OH cTai
KaK MOXHO TBEp:Ke BCEH MOIONIBOM carora Ha CKOJIb3KYIO 3€MJTIO ¥ IPUTOTOBUJICS OTPakaTh yaaphl
MPOTUBHHUKA. HecMOTpst Ha TO YTO OBLIO Y€ OYeHb MO3/IHO, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO CO BCEX CTOPOH
HAJBUHYJICS HOUHOW MpakK, OH IPEKPacHO BUEN B TOM OeIecOBaTOM CyMpaKe CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA,
BUJIEJT BCE €r0 IBUKEHUS M PaOBAJICS OT AYILH, YTO HOUYHBIE TEHU HE JIKAH TYIIE.

Wzmaiinosern He 3actaBuJI ceds kaaTh. Ero mimara cBepkHysa cepeOprcToi MOJOCKON 1 3BOHKO
ylapuiack 0 KIMHOK backakoBa, KOTOpbIM TOT oTnapupoBa yaap. Bacwmuin ['puropbeBuy dexro-
BaJI HE TOJILKO OY€Hb HEAYPHO, HO Ja)e COBCEM XOpoIIo. B mponomkeHne HECKOJIBKUX MUHYT €ro
MPOTUBHUKY AaXe He yAaJ0Ch TPOHYTh €T0 HU pa3y, HECMOTPsI Ha PUCKOBaHHbIE BOJIBTHI '? (ppaHIry3-
CKOMH IIKOJIBI: €ro IInara, CBepKaBlllasi, Kak MOJIHUsI, BCTpevasiach BCIOAy co mmaroi backakosa, u
M3MaiJIOBell CKOPO MOHSLI, YTO UMEET A0 C OYE€Hb CEPbe3HBIM COTIEPHUKOM. BacKakoB MoKa elne He
Hara/JaJ, OH TOJIBKO 3alHIIAJICS, HO U TI0 TOMY, KaK OH BeJI 3aIlIUTy, U3MAIOBCKOMY OuIiepy ObUIo
SICHO, UTO HE TaK-TO JIETKO OYJET CIPABUTHCS C STUM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO MY He TOJIBKO XOTEJIOCh,
HO Jaxke ObUIO HYXKHO YOUTh. [109TOMY OH pemwt pa3ipaxkuTh CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA, 3aCTaBUTD €I0
MOTEPSITh XJIQJAHOKPOBHUE U, MPOIOIIKAs AENATh BBINA/bI, CKa3a:

10 BosnbTa — nierkas menakoBucTast Xnonan06yma>1<Haﬂ TKaHb JJIA NOIIMBA XCHCKOI'O IJ1aThd U OelTbsl.
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— OnHaxo Bbl, Cyaphb, JJOBKO BJIAJICETe IIIAroi; 1 HUKAaK He OKUAAN 3TOrO... 5 Tymalt, 4yTto Bbl
yMeeTe BJIaJeTh TOJIBKO TOIOPOM.

Bacummii ['puropbeBry COBEpIIEHHO He TOHSUT 9TOW CTPaHHOM (hpasbl, UMEBIIEH, Oe3 CoMHe-
HUs1, KAKOW-TO OCOOCHHBIN CMBICIT, 1 BO3PA3WIL:

— B 3TOM pemmTensHO HEeT HUYero CTpaHHOro. $1 ciiy4yaifHO MoIiesn B rpakaaHCKyIo CIykOy, a
MpeX/ie TOTOBUJICS K BOSHHOMW U ¢ OOJIBIIION JIIDOOBBIO 3aHUMAJICS (DEXTOBAHKEM.

— Hy, Takue o, Kak Bbl, IIs1 BOGHHOM CITy’KObI HETOITHBI.

— 310 nouemy?

— [Totomy 4TO comnpar IOMkeH yMETh MPOJIMBATh CBOIO KPOBb B OTKPBITON CXBATKE C Bparom, a
rocroya, nojgoOHbIe BaM, HAMaJaloT TOJIBKO MCIOATHUINKA, TOJIBKO U3 3acaibl. Bripouem, — mprbaBu
M3MalJIOBELl C SIBHOM UPOHUEH, — CIIyXKaT U TaKUe B BOWCKE — TOBOPAT, YTO LIMMOHBI HYKHBI U Ha
BOITHE.

Ata crpanHas (¢pasa 3actaBwia backakoBa BCIIBIXHYTh OT OOHMIIBI; OHA €r0 XJIECTHYJIA, TOYHO
ynap 6uda; B Hem 3a0yIieBana 3100a, pyKa ero JAporHysa, OH c/iesial HelpaBUIbHOE JIBUXKEHNE, U B
TO K€ camMoe BpeMsl IIIara N3MaiijIoBIia KoJbHYyJa ero B 1medo. JKrydasi 601b OT HAHECEHHOW paHbI
Pas3037MIa ero elie CHUIIbHee, U OH, COBCEM 3a0bIB ce0s1 OT THEBa, MepecTall 3allUINaThCs, caM Tepe-
I11eJ1 B Hara/IeHre, ObICTPBHIM YAApOM OTOMJT KJIMHOK MPOTHBHUKA, HATIPABJICHHBIA MY TIPSIMO B IPY/b,
¥ BCaJWJI CBOIO IITIATY MOYTHU A0 TOJIOBHHBI B TPYAb N3MaiJIoBIa. TOT BCKPUKHYJI, BBIPOHUI IITIATY
U3 PYK U, TIOTEPSIB CO3HAHKE, TSKEJIO PYXHYT Ha 3emitio. Ero npusitens, Bce Bpemsi 6e3MOJIBHO Clie-
JMBIINAK 32 XOIOM TOEIMHKA, YBUIEB, YTO OuIiep yna, ObICTPO OOHAKHUII CBOIO IINAry U OpOCHJIC
Ha backakoga.

— Boi ero younu! — kpukHy1 oH. — Ho He paayiitech, BaM elile MpUaeTCs UMETh JIEJI0 CO MHOM !

Bacwnuii ['puropseBrd pe3ko oTrnapyupoBall ero yaap, HO B TO e BpeMsl CKazall:

— $l H1Yero He MMeIo MPOTHB TOTO, YTOOBI M BAC TaK K€ TOJIOKUTh K CBOMM HOTaM, HO CKaKUTE
MHe, pajau Oora, moyeMy M BalleMy MpUsTeNTio, U BaM MPHUIILUIO TAKOE CTPAHHOE XKeJIaHUE OTIeaThCs
ot MeHs1? K yeMy BBl CO MHOM 3aTesiid CCOpy, K 4eMy, HaKOHEll, POTUB BCSAKHX MPABUII BBl TEepb
CKPECTWJIY CBOIO IIIIary ¢ Moeu?

— IToromy 4TO MBI TOJKHBI YOUTH TeOsl, TOTOMY YTO HaM HEOOXOAMMO YHHUYTOXKHUTb TaKOTO
30PKOTO IIMHOHA, KAKMM CUMTACIIHCS THI.

I'oBopst 310, OH MpopoKan HanaaaTh. Bacunuil ['puropbeBuy, U3yMIIEHHBIH JIOHENb3S, JOBS
OCTpPHEM CBOEH IITAary ero KJIMHOK, OTO3BAJICS:

— Jla BB, Cyaphb, KECTOKO OIIMOINCH, Bbl, OUEBUIHO, IPUHSIIA MEHSI COBCEM HE 3a TOTO; 51 BaC
B )KM3HU BUXKY NIEPBBIH pa3 U, KJIsSHYCh BaM Borom, He TOJIbKO HUKOTAA He ObLT IIITMOHOM, HO BCETO
TOJIBKO TPETHi1 JeHb, Kak npuexan B [letepOypr.

OH npousHec 3Ty (ppas3y TaKUM TOpsiIMM, YOEIUTEIbHBIM TOHOM, YTO MPUSATEb U3MAIJIOBIA
OTCTYIHJI Ha 11T ¥ OMYCTUJI CBOIO IITAry.

— Heyxenu xe Hac BBesO B 3a0ykaeHHE CXOACTBO? — mpodopmoTai oH. — Ho Beap 3toro
OBbITh HE MOXET, 51 Obl TOTOB OBUT MOKJISICTBCS, UTO Bbl — HE KTO MHOM, KaK TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN HAC
npeciiefoBal TaK J0JT0 M OT KOTOPOTO HaM HEOOXOAMMO ObLIIO M30aBUTHCS.

Kax uu Obu1 rpycTHO HacTpoeH Bacumuii I'puropbeBruy, Kak HH TSKeNI0 eMy ObUIO CO3HABATh,
YTO OH XOTSI ¥ TPOTHUB BOJIH, HO 00arpui ce0sl 4eJIoBe4eCKOM KPOBBIO, YTO OH, MOKET OBbITh, CIICJIAJICS
yOuiiIen, HoO OH paccMesiICsl.

— VBepstio Bac, — MPOroBOPMII OH, — YTO s HUKOTJa HUKOTO He MpeciiefoBal U, MOXKET OBITb,
Jaxe cam, He CerofHs, TaK 3aBTpa, MONaay B pyKrM OMPOHOBCKUX Mayiauel. Sl — MOCKBHUY, HUKOT/Ia He
xun B [letepOypre u mpuexa Crojia COBEPIISHHO CITyYaiHo.

— Ecu 370 Tak, TO 3T0 MOJIOKUTENBHO HeBeposATHO. Ho ckaxkute, paau Oora, Kak e Bac 30ByT?
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— C 31010 HY)XHO OBUIO HayaTh, CyJapb, — yIbIOasich, 0TO3BaNCsA backakoB. — 1 — YMHOBHHK
MOCKOBCKOT'O OTZeJIeHus1 Oepr-kosuieruu !, u 30ByT MeHst Bacuniem backakoBbiM.

— BackakoBbIM. .. — U3yMJIEHHO MPOTSIHYJ MPUATETb M3MAMIOBIIA, — 12 BbI HE IPUXOIUTECD JIN
poncrBenHuKkoM Hukomato JIbBoBuuy backakoBy?

— JIBOIOPOIHBIIA ero OpaT, Tocyaapb MOM.

— ®y-Tbl, yepT! — BOCKJIMKHYJI TOT. — BOT Tak oka3usi! BbiBanm co MHOI BCsKME cilyyau, a O
TaKOM U MOMBIIUIATH He Tpuxoauiock. Hy, ckakuTe Ha MIJIOCTh, TOJIBKO TOTO U HE XBaTajo, YTOObI
ABOIOPOJHOTO Opata MOEro 3ayIIeBHOro Apyra HUKomamku 4yTh-uyTh Ha TOT CBET HE OTIIPABUTh.
[Mpocrute mMens, pagu 6ora! — M, ObICTPO BIOKMB IIIIAry B HOKHBI, OH mofomesn Kk Bacumuio ['puro-
pbeBUYY U TIPOTSAHYJ eMy pyKy. — [o3BosbTe, KCTaTH, M IOZHAKOMUTHCS. 30BYT MeHs JInXxapeBbIM,
a BesmmyaloT AHToHOM IlerporueM. Mel ¢ Hukonaem backakoBbiM — JaBHUE APY3bs, U 1 OYEHb paj
Hallel BCTpede, XOTs U CIIyYUBILICHCS MPH TAKUX CTPAHHBIX OOCTOSITENBCTBAX, €IIe pa3 MpOCTHUTE
MeHs !

— SI-To Bac mpolyy ¢ yIoBOJIbCTBHEM, — MOKHMMasi PyKy HOBOT'O 3HAKOMILIa, 0To3Basicsl backa-
KOB, — a BOT IIPOCTHUT JI1 OH Hac ¢ BaMHu. — OH IpyCTHBIM KECTOM YKa3aJl Ha JIe)KaBlllee Ha 3eMJie
OecuyBCTBEHHOE TeJIO MOPAKEHHOTO €ro IIMaroi N3MaiioBIia.

— Heyxenu BbI yomu ero?

— He 3Hat0, HO, BO BCAKOM cily4yae, MO yrap ObUT He U3 JIETKHUX.

OHHM TOPOIUTMBO CKJIOHWIHCh HaJl O(PUIIEPOM U PACCITHIIIATN TUXOE IBIXaHUE, C XPUTIOM BBIPHI-
BaBlIIeeCs U3 €ro rpyau.

— Cnasa 6ory, xuB! — BocKJIMKHYJ BackakoB. — Teneps Hy:KHO ero Kyaa-HUOYIb MOCKOpee
OTHECTH, TTIOTOMY YTO OCTaBJISITh €r0 Ha CBIPOM BO3JIyXe ObLIIO OBl XyXe yOuiicTBa.

— Ecu BBl TOJIBKO IOMOXkETE MHE, — IPOroBopuil JInxapes, — TO B TAKOM CJIy4ae HaM He MpH-
JeTcsl UATU Aajieko. B HecKobKuX JIecsATKax I1aroB orciosa, Ha PoHTaHKe, I0M ero AsSAu, U Bhl Clie-
JaeTe 10Opoe JIeN0, €C/M He TIOKUHETE ero B TAKOM OECITOMOIITHOM TOJIOKEHUH.

— Jla B 5TOM HEYEro U COMHEBAaThCs, — 0TO3BaIcsl Bacunuii ['puropbeBny, — noHeceM €ro, u
KaK MOKHO CKOpee.

OHM MOJTYa TOMHSIN Ca00 JBIMIABIIEro oduiepa u, MEJJICHHO MOJBUTasCh MO CKOIb3KON
3eMJIe, CTapasiCh O BO3MOKHOCTH HECTU €TI0 KAK MOKHO OCTOPOKHEE, HAIIPABUIIUCh B CTOPOHY POH-
TaHKH, C KOTOPOH MO-TIPEXHEMY HaJleTall Pe3KuH, JISACHSIIUI BETep.

1 Bepr—l(onnerm{ — F'OPHOE IMMPUCYTCTBEHHOE MECTO.
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I
HoBsblie apy3ba

[NetepOypr BpemeH AHHBI MI0aHHOBHBI yke He Toxoqu Ha [leTepOypr neTpoBCKUX JHEH, HO
BCE ellle TECHO KYUYWICs, OTPaKAEHHBIA C OIHOU cTopoHbl POHTAHKOM, ¢ apyrou — HeBoW, ¢ Tpe-
Thell — KazapMamMu V3MaiiIoBCKOro MoOJKa, a ¢ yeTBeproil — awiesmu Jlernero caga. IlerpoBckue
Ma3aHKH YK€ YCTYMaJIl MecTo OoJiee KpachBbIM U 00Jiee BBICOKMM 3[IaHUsIM, HO, Kak Obl TO HH OBLIO,
eme MHorue vyactu [lerepOypra Ka3ajiuch KAKMMHU-TO KAJIKMMHU JEPEBYIIKAMH M ObLIM 3aCTPOEHBI
CILIONIb MaJIEHbKMMU OJJHOSTAKHBIMU JIEPEBSIHHBIMU IOMaMH. TOJIBKO Ha AHIJIMICKOW HaOepeKHOM,
Ha MWUIMOHHON fa Ha MOpPCKHX yKe TIOSIBUIMCh KpacuBble bacaabl ¢ KOJIOHHAMHM, C MPUYYJTU-
BBIMH (DPOHTOHAMH, C JIETHBIMH YK PAIlIEHUsIMU HAJl TTOABE3/1aMH1, HO JTake Ha HeBckoii mepcrnekTiBe
KaMEeHHBbIE IOMa YePEe0BAIUCH C IEPEBSHHBIMU JIAUyTaMH, Ka3aBIIMMUCS KaKUMU-TO KAJTKUMU Kap-
JIMKaMHU, CTy4aitHO OUyTHBIIMMUCS B COCEJICTBE BEJTMKAHOB. 32 POHTAHKOM Yy:Ke ObUI CIUIOIIHOM JIeC,
B KOTOPOM HEKOTOpbIe Gorartbie Oape MOCTPOMIIM CBOM 3arOPOIHBIE JOMa U B KOTOPOM 3a4acTyIo HaXO0-
IUIACh Pa30OMHMYbBY IIAMKK, COBEPIIABIIME CBOM CMeJble HA0erW Ha LEHTpaIbHbIe YacTH ropoja,
HE CTpalach HU pa3be3kKaBIIUX IO TOPOACKUM YJIHIIAM MMUKETOB, HA TOIUIEHCKUX CTPAKHUKOB.

Ho na roponckoit yacti HaOepexkHoi POHTAHKH ObLIIO HEMAJIO OOraThIX JJOMOB: MEXIY IMPO-
YMM, TYT CTOSITH JIoMa Itanmericrepa Kommenesa, rogpmeiictepa ' Illenenesa, nenmuka [erpa Benu-
koro rpaga Ilerpa YepnsiieBa, kHs351 KypakuHa u MHOTUX Apyrux. Mexay npounm, Kak pas psaioM
¢ noMoM KypakurHa cTosii IByX9TaHbIii KAMEHHBIN I0M, OTCTPOEHHBII OU€Hb HEJABHO M OKPYKEH-
HBI BBICOKMM 3a00pOM, 32 KOTOPBIM NeYaJIbHO TeTieph IIyMeITH YKe OOHaKEHHbIE OT JIUCTHEB I'PO-
MaJIHblE JIepeBbsl. DTOT JIOM HEKOrja MpUHAIeKan KHA310 BolKoHCKOMY M B Havalle 11apcTBOBa-
HUs1 AHHBI FloaHHOBHBI OBUT KYTIJIEH TeHepasI-TIopyYrKoM JleBaleBbiM, Tereph yKe yIaTuBIIMMCS Ha
MOKOU ¥ JO)KWBABIIIUM TIOCJICTHHE JTHU, 3200TACh TOJIBKO 00 OTHOM, 4TOO ero 3a0bLIN ITPU IBOPE TaK
ke, Kak OH 3a0bUT 3TOT JBOP, CITyk0a IPH KOTOPOM He MPUHECTIa EMY HUYEero, KpoMe HelpUsITHOCTEH
na Tsokesion 6onesHu. Bacummii SIkoBnieBny JleBaiieB BIOBE yKe MOCIIe BTOPOH XKEHbI U JKHJT BMECTE
CO CBOEH J0Yephlo OT BTOpOro Opaka MaHeid, ieBATHAIIATUIIETHE!N JIEBYIIIKON, ¥ CBOUM ILJICMSTHHH-
KOM, HOCHBIIIUM ToXe (hamuiivio JleBaiieB v ObIBIIMM MOPYYUKOM B MI3MaiiIOBCKOM TIOJIKY.

bruto yxe ouens nosaHo, Bacunuii SIkoeneBud cniaji, MaHsi rOTOBUJIach KO CHY, pa3JeBasiCh
B CBOEH KOMHare, KOIjla pa3JaBIIMiCs TPOMKUI CTYK B BOPOTa MEPENOIONIn BCIO MPUCTYTY JieBa-
IIIEBCKOTO JIOMa, pa3OyausI CTaporo reHepasa U 3aCTaBUiI MOJIOAYIO AEBYIIKY MOAOEKaTh K OKHY U C
TPEBOroM B3IVISIHYTh B TEMHYIO MIVTy HouM. Ha 1Bope menbkasiu orau (hoHapeu, CiblaIuch rojoca,
Oeraiu JIoau.

B 10 TpeBoxkHOE BpeMsl, KOr/1a yesoBeYecKasi ’KU3Hb CTOMIIA OUYEHb JEIIEBO, KOTJa B 3aCTEHKaX
TaitHOU KaHIIeJIspUM TOMWINCH TIOPOM HE TOJBKO COTHH, HO IIeJIble THICSYU JIOfIed, KOrJia OIHOTO
HEOCTOPOKHOTO CJIOBA, OIHOTO HEOCTOPOKHOTO B3IJIsIAa OBUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MTONACTH B OMAJTY K
BCECUJIBHOMY BPEMEHIIMKY, HE 33AyMbIBAsICh IIPOJIMBABILEMY YEJIOBEYECKYIO KPOBb, — B 3TO M€YaJIb-
HOE BpeMsi OMPOHOBCKHUE CBHIIIMKY COBEPIIEHHO CBOOOTHO BPHIBAIUCH B JOMA JaKe CaMbIX 3HATHBIX
BEJIbMOJK, 4yTh JIA HE B MOCTENIM XBaTaIM TeX JOJel, Ha KOTOPBIX Majasl THEeBHBIN B3I BupoHa,
KOTOPBIX WJIM BBIIABAJIH, WJIM OTOBAPUBAIIH, MIBITAEMBbIE ManadaMy TallHOW KaHLIEISIPHH.

CoBepI1IeHHO NOHSATHO, YTO, KOTIa MOJIOZIast IEBYIIIKA yCbllasa 3TOT IIyM, KOrja OHa YBU/IeIa
OrOHbKM (POHApEN, HESCHBIMU CBETISIKAMU [IPOKABILIME B TYMaHHOHM MIJIE, €l TIOKa3aJoCh, YTO 3TO
HarpsiHyJIM OMPOHOBCKHE KJIEBPETHI'3, U ee cep/lle CKaloch OT yxkaca. .. OIHaKo, Kak HY MepeTpycuiia
MaHs1, oHa TOPOIUIMBO HaKMHYJIA Ha cedsl yxke CHATOE TUIaThe, ObICTPO HAOPOCHIa Ha TUICUH TUIATOK
1 BbIOEXkasa U3 CBOe KOMHATBI, YTOOBI Y3HATh, YTO 3HAYMT STOT BHE3AMHBIN MEPEMOIOX, YTOOBI XOTh

12 TodmeticTep — NpUABOPHBIN YMHOBHUK, BEAABIINI KaHIIENsIpUEH, IIOYETHOE IIPUABOPHOE 3BaHME.

13 KiteBper — pucHenHuK, nprBepikeHell, He Opesraroiyii HuueM, 4ToObl yTOAUTh CBOEMY HOKPOBUTEIIO.
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yeM-HHUOY/Ib TIOMOYb CTAPUKY OTILY, €CJIM TOJIBKO 3TO OyAeT B ee cuiax. He ycriena ona npo6exarts 1
HECKOJIbKUX KOMHAT, KaK CTOJIKHYJIACh CO CTapbIM JIBOPELIKMM MuxaiibrueM, KOTOPbIA, OUYeBUIHO,
OexaJ eil HaBCTpeuy M Terepsb, 3a/IbIXasiCh OT OBICTPOro Oera, OJeJHbINA KaK MOJOTHO, BOCKJIMKHYJT:

— AX, GapsIlIHs, OaphIIIHs, KaKOe HecuacThe!

Mams1, u 6e3 Toro HaryraHHasi, Terepb OyKBaJIbHO TOXOJIOZIENA.

— Yro cinyuniiocs, Muxaitisa?

CrapuK BCIUIECHYN PyKaMHu.

— U ckazarb-TO 60I0Ch; BB K HE MyKalTeCh OUEHHO-TO, MOXET, 1acT bor, BIKHUBET.

JleByIlIKa MomAaTHy/Iach, YyBCTBYS, YTO y Hee MOJKAIIUBAIOTCS HOTH, M €/1Ba yaepKajlach 3a
CIIMHKY MOABEPHYBIIErocs MOJI PyKy KpecJa.

— Kro BeIKMBET? — BOCKJIMKHY/1a oHa. — Yto ThI OonTaems? O koM Thl roBopuiis? Passe ¢
OATIOMIKON YTO TPUKJTIOUYIIIOCH?

JIBOpelKuii OTMaxXHYJICSI PYKOM:

— Ha Her, cynapbiHs, 51 He TIpo To! VX MpeBOCXOAUTENbCTBO, ClaBa Tebe rOCHony, B JOOPOM
30paBUM TIPeOBIBAIOT, a ¢ OpaTIieM BallliM, C MOJIOIBIM OApUHOM, HECUYACTHE TIPUKITIOUUIIOCh.

— C Mureit?

— Tak To4HO-C.

— Jla 4ToO Xe Takoe, He TOMHM Thl, paau oora!

—IIpuBe3inu ero, 3HAUUT, ¥ €JJBa OHU JBIIIYT, TOTOMY KaK C KEM-TO Ha {y3JI1 APATUCh. .. COBCEM
POBHO MEPTBBIl.

JleBy1iika yxe He ciymana crapuka. OHa OmpoMeThio Opocuiach BHU3, B KOMHATBI CBOETO JIBO-
I0pOIHOTO OpaTa, 1, BOeXaB Ty/a, yBueIa MUTIO JIeXKaBIIUM Ha JUBaHe, OJISAHBIM KaKk CMEpTb, C eJie
3aMETHO B3/IbIMaBIIEHCS TPYAbIO, & OKOJIO Hero JInxapeBa 1 Kakoro-To COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOT'O it
TOCIIO[IHA, KOTOPBIN ObLT HE KTO MHOM, Kak backakos. JlnxapeBa oHa Xopoirio 3Hasa, backakoBa xe
MpUHSIA 32 JOKTOPA, U IOTOMY, He 0Opaliiasi HIKaKoro BHUMaHUs Ha TO, YTO €[IBa OJeTa, YTO Yepes
TUIOXO 3aCTETHYTOE TUIaThe MPOCBEYMBAET TEJIO, OHA OPOCHUIIACh K TIOCTeNN OpaTa U, MBITIMBO BIJIS-
IBIBAsICh B €r0 MEPTBEHHO-0JIETHOE JIUIIO, CTalla sKaJHO MPUCITYIIMBATHCS K €r0 XPUIJIOMY JBIXaHHIO.
JluxapeB OBICTPO MOAOIIET K HEH U IPOrOBOPHIL:

— He Bonnyitrech, Mapbsi BacuiibeBHa; HUYETO OMACHOTO PELIUTEIBHO HET, Mbl YK€ MOC/IaIN
3a JIOKTOPOM, U, KPOMeE TOTO, sl OCMOTpEJI paHy, ¥ paHa COBCEM HE Cepbe3Ha. .. s TOPY4yCh TOJIOBOM,
YTO Yepe3 JIBe HellesI OH OylleT CHOBA Ha HOTrax.

— 3a I0KTOpOoM? — YIUBJIEHHO TIEpECPOCHIIa JeBYIIKA, Opocasi MBITIMBBINA B3IJISI/T HA HE3HA-
KOMOe el im0 backakosa.

— Ila, na, HY)XHO CceaTh eMy MepeBs3Ky, a KCTaTH, 1aTh Yero-H1Oyab YCIIOKOUTETbHOTO.

— OH apascs Ha gyamu? — cipocuiia JIeBYIIKA.

JluxapeB MoK pacHel1, 3aMsiICs, HO TIOTOM, BCIOMHHUB, YTO JIFaTh COBEPILIEHHO OECIONEe3HO, YTO
npuvrHa paHsl JleBareBa yepecuyp sicHa, KUBHYJT:

— Jla, y Hero BbIIILIA HEOOJIbIIIAS CTHIYKA.

— C xem?

JluxapeB onsiTh 3aMsIJICS; HA STOT BOIPOC ObLJIO OTBETUTH TOPa3/Io TPyAHee, TaK KaK MPUXOau-
Jock Ha3BaTh backakoBa, ObIBIIIEro 3aech xe. Ho ero Beipyuni cam Bacumuii ['puropseBud.

— BbI xoTuTe 3HaTH € KeM? — cka3an oH. — Co MHOIO.

MaHs B3pOrHyJia ¥ NMOYTH OTIIATHYJIACh B CTOPOHY.

— C BaMu? — MpOTSIHYJ/Ia OHA U3YMJIEHHO, M B €€ TIIYOOKMX YepPHBIX IJIa3aX 3aCBEPKAJIV THEBHBIE
OTOHBKH.

o muny Bacumus ['puropseBrya npodeskana nevaabHas yablOKa.

— BbI, KOHEUHO, U3yMJIEHBI TeM, UTO s, YOuiilia Bamrero Opara, HaXOXycCh B BallleM JIOMe; HO
s1 He MOT OCTaBUTb €ro OECIIOMOIIHBIM Ha CHIPOM BO3/IyXe U MOMOT TOoCoguHy JInxapeBy JHOoHeCTH
CBOETO MPOTHBHHUKA CIO/Ia, 3 BO-BTOPBIX. ...
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— Bo-BTOpBIX, — OBICTpO TIEpedm JIuxapes, yke ONMPaBUBIIMICS OT CMYIIEHHUS, — BO-BTOPBIX, 5
JOJKEH CKa3aThb BCIO TPaB.y, U Bbl, KOHEUHO, TOBEpUTE MHE, Mapbs BacuibeBHa, Tak Kak 51 HUKOTAA
He jray. OH, — ¥ OH KUBHYJ Ha backakoBa, — He TOJILKO HE MOXET ObITh Ha3BaH YOUUIIEH, HO U s,
u [IMutpuii r1yO0OKO BUHOBATHI TEpel HUM. DTa Ty3JIb BHIIUIA TI0 KAKOMY-TO POKOBOMY HEI0pasy-
MeHHU10. MBI 3aTesuii C TOCTIOAMHOM BacKakoBBIM CcCOpPY, MBI XOTEJIU €ro yOuTh, HO, K CYacThio, bor
HE JIOMyCTUJI 3TOTO.

JleByIiIka M3yMJICHHO pacIIpuia riasa.

— Yours!.. — mpomrentaia oHa. — 3a 4ro?

— 4 roBOpIO, UTO TYT BHIIUIO POKOBOE HelopasyMmeHHe. Bce meno B TOM, 4TO Mbl PUHSUIIA
rocrionuHa backakoBa 3a Apyroro, 3a Haiero Bpara. I Obl He cKa3as 3Toro, — NpoAoiKall OH, — HO
s1 HE XO4Y, 4T0O BBl €ro B 4eM-HUOYJb OOBUHSLIM, YTOO Bbl OTHOCUJIMCh K HEMY BpPaXAeOHO, U BbI
chesaeTe OueHb XOPOIIIO, €CIIM MPOTSHETe eMy PYKY, TeM Oojiee YTO OH — POACTBEHHUK 3HAKOMOTO
BaM UeJIoBeKa, OH — ABOIOpoaHbIi 6pat Hukonas backakoBa.

Mans, npoHuKIIascs Oe30TueTHOW cummaruer kK Bacwmuio [puropbeBuuy mpu mepBoM
B3IJIsI/Ie, YIABIIIEM HA ero KpacuBoe JIMIO, Oblla CKOpee OrevaieHa, YeM BO3MYILEeHa TeM, YTO 3TOT
TAKOW KPACUBBIM, TAKON CUMITATHYHBIN MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK OKa3aJics yOuilien ee Ky3eHa. Terneps ke,
KOTJa OHa ycIiblnasna ciopa Jluxapesa, ee cepiiie pajocTHO 3a01I0Ch, U OHA, IOKPACHEB U MOTYIHB
71a3a, MPOTsIHY/a backakoBy pyKy, HO B TO camoe BpeMsi, Koraa Bacummii ['puropreBnd poOoko Koc-
HYJICSI CBOEH PYKOW ee PyKH, OHa 3aMeTHsIa OecTopsiIoK B CBOEH OfIek /e, 3aMEeTHIIa PACCTETHYTYIO
IPyIb TUIaThs M, BCIIBIXHYB JI0 KOPHEW BOJIOC, OBICTPO BHIOEkKajIa M3 KOMHATHI, YyTh HE COMB C HOT
crapruka ['epmana, OBIBIIIETO MX JOMAITHUM BPAavuOM M BXOIMBIIIETO B 3TO BpeMsl B ABEPb.

Jluxapes He ommOcs. Pana, kotopylo Hanecsa JleBareBy mimara ero NpOTHBHUKA, OKA3aJ1ach
He u3 omnacHbIX. CTapuK HeMell OCMOTpeJ paHy, MepeBsi3al ee U 3aTeM, KUBasl U MOUIEIKUBAas 110
KpBIIIKe TaOaKepKH, KOTOPYIO IepKaJl B pyKax, 3asBUJ yBEPEHHBIM TOHOM:

— Hio, Hi0, HUIIIETO, 3TO — TIIONCTBO, (PUPTILIEHH Tare — 1 OH OYyJET 370POB... 3aBCEM MOJIOEI]
Oyzer.

Korma nokTop yien u MoJopie JTIOIU OCTIMCh OfiHU, Bacwiuii [ puropbeBrd cTat ObLI0 Mpo-
marbcsi, Ho AHTOH [leTpoBuy ynep:xan ero:

— Kyna e Bbl noiiiere, Ha Houb-TO 15 ? [lepenouyiite syyitie 31eck; 1 Jymaio, 4to JIMuTpuii
OYHETCsI K yTpy M OyJeT OueHb paj] yBUAETHCS C BaMH; TeM OoJiee UTo, eCii 3TO OyleT BO3MOXKHO,
€My HY)KHO OOBSICHUTH Hallly POKOBYIO OIIIHOKY.

BackakoB mokpacHes ¥ 3aiyMasicsi. TO NpeIokeHre Kak Helb3st Oosee ObLIo eMy Ha PYyKY,
TaK KaK MBICIIb BEPHYTbCS Ha 3a€3KWU JBOP, IJie OH OCTAHOBWIICS, €My COBCEM HE YJbIOaach.
Kpome toro, Bacunwmii I'puropbeBrd 10 cuX MOp BCE ellie CTPAIINICS BO3MOKHOCTH ObITh 3aXBavyeH-
HBIM OMPOHOBCKMMH IIIMOHAMH, & KCTaTH, TaK KaK OH HE yCres paccrnpocuth Jlnxapesa Joporoi,
eMy IMpeCTaBIsIach BO3MOKHOCTb PACCIIPOCUTH CBOETO HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO O CyAbOE JBOIOPOTHOTO
Opara, Tak Kak TOT Ha3BaJICs €ro MpusTeseM U, HABEPHO, JI0JKEH ObUT YTO-HUOYIb O HEM CIIBIIIATS.

— HoueBartb 51, KOHEUHO, 3/1eCh HE OCTAHYCh, — CKa3aJl OH, — 3TO ObUIO OBl YK COBCEM HEJIOBKO;
a €CJIM TIO3BOJINTE, s TIOCHKY HEMHOTO 3/1eCh, TEM 00JIee UTO MHE XOTEIOCh Obl KOM O YeM MOTOJIKOBATh
C BaMHU.

— 41 ouenb pan yeM-HUOYADb YCIIYKUTh BaM, — 0TO3BaICs JIMxapeB, — HO B TAKOM CiTy4ae, YTOObI
HE TPEBOXKUTH HAIIEro OOJIBHOTO, TIEPE/IEM B COCETHIOI KOMHATY, TaM HAaM HUKTO HE TIOMeIlaeT. —
W, oTBOpUB IBEPBH, OH KECTOM IpuUIiacui backakoBa cieioBaTh 3a cO00I0.

KomHata, B KOTOpYIO OHU BOIILIH, OblIa, OYEBUIHO, KabuHeToM. [ poMagHOE OI0pO KpacHOTO
aepeBa ¢ OpOH30BBIMH CKOOAMM, N300PaKABIIUMHU JIbBUHbIE TOJIOBKH, CTOSITIO MEKLy OKHAMU; PSIOM
C HMM MOMellajlach 3TaxkepKa, Ha KoTopoi Bacmnuii I'puroppeBuu 3aMeTHS KHUTM B TSDKEJIBIX
cadpsHHBIX Nepervierax. HeMHoro nogasneiiie BbIIBUHYJICS MAaCCUBHBIN, KPBITBII cabsHOM, JUBaH,
Y HECKOJIBKO TAKMX K€ MAaCCUBHBIX KPECeJ CTOsIJIO Y MTPOTUBOIIONOKHON cTeHbl. Hajy quBaHoM Buce
MOPTPET MOJIOZION JIEBYIIKH, B KOTOPOM backakoB 6e3 Tpy/a y3HaI TOIBKO YTO BUICHHYIO UM KY3HHY
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JleBaiieBa, a HEMHOT'O MMOHMKE, MEX/1y paMOl MOPTPETa U BEHUMKOM TMBAHHOW CITUHKU, BUTHEJIUCh
JBE CJIOKEHHBbIE KpecT-HaKpecT panupsl'4. JInxapeB ceni Ha AWBaH, yKa3ajl CBOeMY CITyTHUKY MECTO
PAIOM ¢ cOOO0I0 U 3aTEM MPOTOBOPHLL:

— To ectb, moBepuTe Jin, €cv ObI 51 He BUET Bac niepe]t co00I0, BCE TO, YTO TTPOU3OILIO TOJIBKO
YTO, MOKA3aJI0Ch Obl MHE COBCEM HETIOHSTHBIM CHOM. Bejib ObIBaeT ke Takoe cTpaHHoe cxoicTBo! Bot
IJISDKY 51 Ha Bac Tereph U IPsIMO I1a3aM CBOMM He Beplo. [lonumaeTe i1, Bbl TOXOKHM Ha TOTO YesloBeKa
JI0 MeJIOYEl: U pocT, U (pUrypa, 1 JIUIO COBEPIICHHO OJTHU U Te Ke: AaKe Balll TOJIOC MOXOAUT 3BYKOM
HAa ero roJyioc, 3To — NMpsiIMO HaBaxaeHue Kakoe-1o! — 1 oH pa3Ben pykamu.

— Ho ckaxwute xe, paau 6ora, — cka3an backakoB, — KTO %ke 3TO OH, 9TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN HE3HA-
KOMell, O1arofapsi CXO[ICTBY C KOTOPHIM sI UyTh-UyTh He YOWII YeJIOBEKA U UyTh-UyTh HE YOUIM MEHS
camoro?..

AmnToH [leTpoBuy 3aymascs Ha HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHIA.

— ¢ He MOT'Y CKa3aTh BaM €10 MMsl, — [OCJIE HEOOJBIIIOTO Pa3yMbs IPOMOJIBIII OH, — 51 HE UMEIO
NpaBa MOCBSAIIATH BaC B UyXKYIO TaiiHY, HO CKQ)Xy BaM TOJIbKO OfIHO: €CJIM BBl CJIyYaitHO rie Obl TO HU
ObLIIO BCTPETUTE YEIOBEKA, KOTOPbIN OyleT MOXOXK Ha BAC TAK K€, KAK Bbl IOXOKU Ha COOCTBEHHOE
OTpakeHHE B 3epKaJie, — OeruTe OT Hero 6e3 OrsiIKM ! DTOT YesloBeK CIIoCOOSH Ha BCe ypPHOE, a eCITH
OH CJIy4aiiHO TOJIbKO Y3HA€eT, YTO B BalllMX pyKax Obula >ku3Hb JleBaliieBa M TOT ocTajics KUB, — OH
BaM HUKOTJa He npocTuTt 3toro. U 6eperutech ero mectu! $1 He MOry Bam ckas3arbh HUYEro OoJblie,
HO, MOXET ObITh, CO BPEMEHEM Bbl CaMU, BCTPETUB ITOTO YeJIOBEeKa, MOCTYIHUTE C HUM TaK Xke, KaK
MIOCTYIIMJIM CETO/IHS MBI C BAMU, M HE OCTABUTE MY KU3HHU.

Bacunuii ['puropseBrud HEBOJILHO B3JPOrHYII OT 3THX CJIOB; KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE MPEAUyBCTBUE
CKaJIO ero cepue: OH ObUT IOUTH YBEPEH, UTO eMY IPHUIETCS CTOJIKHYThCS CO CBOMM JABOHUKOM.

— 41 He Oyny HacTamBaTh, — IPOrOBOPUJI OH, — He OyJy BbIBEJbIBATh OT BaC UY)KOHM TailHbl, BBl
MEHs IIJIOXO 3HAeTe W He JOJUKHbBI MMUTaTh K HE3HAKOMOMY YEJIOBEKY JIOBEPUSI — 3TO COBEPIIEHHO
TIOHSITHO, HO 5 BAM BEpIO ¥ HUKOT/1a He 3a0y/y Bamiero coBeta. Ho Teneps ckaxuTe MHe, ITOKAITYHCTa,
YTO BBl 3HAETE O MOEM JBOIOPOAHOM Opate? Bbl ckazanu, 4To Bbl — €0 MpusTeNb. BOT s Tpu THS XOKY
B MHOCTPaHHYIO KOJUIETUIO, TPU JIHA 10OMBAIOCh y3HATh, )KUB JIM OH, U HUYEro HE MOTy JIOOMThCH,
KpoMe oTBeTa: «MBbI He 3HAeM».

IMo ry6am cobecennrka backakoBa mpoOeskana Jerkasi ycMelka.

— Ckaxute MHe, COOCTBEHHO, JUIsl Yero BaM HY)KHO 3HaTb, IJle HAXOIUTCS Ball Opat?

— Ax, 6oxe moii! [la 3aTem, 4TOOBI YBHIETHCSI C HUM — BeJb Mbl C HUIM HE BHIAJIMCh TTOYTH
LeJIbIX YeThipe roaa... M, HakoHel, MeHs MPsAMO MyraeT ero HeBeloMoe OTCYTCTBUE. [ 0BOpAT, UTO
yXke JJBa Mecsl1a, Kak OH yexas u3 bepimHa, 4to oH yxe 1enslil Mecsi Haxoaurcs B IletepOypre, a s
COBEPILEHHO HE MOT'y pa3bICKaTh €10 CcJIe0B. Bbl 3HaeTe, MHe 1axe IMPUILLIO B TOJIOBY, YTO OH IIPOMal
B 3aCTeHKax TallHOM KaHUEJISpUH.

— CBAT, cBAT, CBAT!.. — C KOMUYECKMM YKacoM BOCKJIMKHYI JIuxapes. — He nmomuHaiire, na eme
B HOUH, PO 3TO HUKOMY He JiioOe3Hoe yupeskaeHue. Het, moxere ycriokoutbes, Hukomail He caenan
HUYEro TaKoro, YTOOBI OUYTHUTHCS B PyKax OMPOHOBCKHUX TMaladyeld, M Jaxe MOJb3yeTcsl OONBIINM
O1aroBOJICHUEM HEKOTOPBIX 0C00, KOTOPbIE 3alIUTAT €r0 OT INIMMOHOB F'OCHOIMHA YIIIaKOBa.

Bacummii ['puropseBrud o0neryeHHO B3IOXHYI. Terneps OH roToB ObLT 0JIArOCIOBISATH CyAbOY,
CTOJIKHYBILYIO €r0 B repoepre ¢ JIeBaieBbiM 1 ero mpusiTesneM, 1, €Clii O TOJIBKO 9TO CTOJIKHOBEHHUE
HE MMeJIO TaKOro MevyajbHOTO MCXOona, OH ObUT Obl BomHe cyacimB. Ecim Hukonaii HeBpenum n
Ha HEro He Naji rPO3Hble OYM HavyalbHUKA TallHOM KaHLEIspUU, 3HAYUT, HEYETrO OIacaThCs U eMy
CaMOMY, 3HAYUT, HEYEro U TPEBOXKUTHLCS, U IYTaTbCs TEX CTPAXOB, KAKHUE PUCOBAJIO EMY JaBeya ero
BooOpaxeHue. 1, kpernko noxumasi pyky AHToHy [leTpoBuuy, OH ckazai:

— He 3Hato, kak u Gnmarogaputh Bac, Bbl MEHs ITPOcTo Bockpecuan. Ho ckaxute MHe, riie xe
Huxkomnaii? B [lerepOypre unu rae B MHOM mMecTe?

14 Panmpa — komolmee opyskue ¢ THOKIM KIMHKOM, TyTIas ITIara.
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JluxapeB onATh YABIOHYIICS:

— Bor 31010 omnATh He cKaxy, 3TO — ONATh He Mos TaitHa. OHO MOTy CcKa3aTh — Balll Opately
31paB, KHB, HEBPEIUM U B TIOJIHOM OJIArOrMoyYuu.

— Ho Benp MHE X0Tenoch Obl ero yBUIaTh!

— W yBupure, 1, BecbMa BEpPOSTHO, 0OYeHb CKOpo. CKaxy BaM Tak, MO CEKPETy, 4To s JAaxe
M3BEIIly ero O BallleM MPUCYTCTBUH B IPUHEBCKOM CTOJIHIIE.

— MHe Huyero Gonbllie ¥ He HAJO, U 3a 3T0 cnacu6o. [lepenaiite eMy TOJBKO, YTOOBI OH HE
JOJITO CKPBIBAJICS, TAK KaK MHE COBCEM He YJIbIOaeTcs netepOyprckasi )KU3Hb M 51 TOTYAC Ke Tocie
CBHJIAHUSI C HUM yaepy B MOCKBY.

— AJnu Hama CTONMIIA He MPUIILIIAch MO BKYCY? — ycMeXasich, cripocu Jluxapes.

— Kakoe! — Bockmknyn Bacunuii ['puropseBud. — S1 B MockBe coBceM MHOE Tymall, a Tenepb
CKaxy, 4TO eciu 1 BBeK [Iutepa He BUaaTh, Tak U T0o 60T ¢ HUM. YTO 3TO 3a TOPOJI TAKOH, T/ie BMECTO
’KU3HU CISIKOTh 12 YHBIHUE Ja JIOAH Ha JIOAEW HU 32 YTO HU IIPO YTO CO IINaraMu KUJAoTcs?

— 970, TaK CKa3aTh, B Ha1l oropos? Ha 3To yk Bbl He MoceTyiTe, TaKOBa, BUIHO, CyabOa. Mute
3a 3TO BBI 3J0POBO OTILIATUJIM, a MEHsI IIPOCTUTE — TIOBIUHHYIO MPHHOITY. BOIBHO % BaM Takoe CXOf-
CTBO UMETh C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO HEBEJIOMO KaK eIlle 3eMJIsl AEPKUT. A BITPOUEM, KaK BUIHTE, BCE
K JiyumieMy. He moxomu BeI Ha TOro Mep3aBlia — He BBIIIUIO Obl ME3K/ly HAMU CCOPBI, HE BBI/IN CCOPBI —
MBI ObI He TIO3HAKOMUJIKCh, & He TI0O3HAKOMBCSI — TaK ObI BBI U CJIOHSUTUCH 110 [letepOypry, pa3bicKuBast
Hukonas u He 3Has1, Kyaa oH nofeBaics. Hy a Tenepb MHOE /€710, TaKk YTO BaM I'HEBAThCS HE CIIEI.

— Hla s1 00 3TOM U He ToBOpI0. UTO /10 MeHs, TaK 51 BCeMy STOMY OYeHb Pajl ¥ IJIABHBIM 00pa3oM
paj] 3HAKOMCTBY C BaMH.

— W 51 or gymmm pajg — 3Ha4MT, OyIeM 3HAKOMBI. 3aXaKMBalTe KO MHE, 51 )KHUBY OTCIO[]a HEJIAJIEKO,
B nome [IIHuTIyiepa, Ha yriry Anmupanteiickoil 1 Moiku. 3axoaute, s Bceraa Oyay BaM OT JQyIId
pan. Kcraru, Bam Bce paBHO TIpUeTCsl KO MHE 3aiTH, YTOOBI y3HATh, KOT/Ia BBl MOKETE IMMOBUIATHCS
¢ Hukonaem. ..

OHHM Kperko NOXaTM APYT IPYTy PYKY U pacCTaMCh ApY3bsiMU. BackakoB, COBEPIIEHHO yCIO-
KOMBIIMICS ¥ OCBOOOIMBILHIACS OT YTHETABIIIETO €ro paHee CTpaxa, OTIPABHIICS Ha 3a€3KHiA IBOP.
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IV
B sieTHeMm aBopue

B Jletnem aBopiie mapwia 37oBenias TuiivHa. Eie HelaBHO IIyMHBIN U OKUBJICHHBIA, OH
ObLJT TIOTpYXKEeH Tenepb B TATOCTHOE Oe3mMonBue. [Ipr3pak cMepTH MOBEsUT HaJl HAM CBOMM XOJIOJHBIM
IbIXaHMEM U CITYTHYJI OTCIofia OblIoe Becesibe 1 Obutoe oxuBieHue. Mimneparpuna AnHa MoanHOBHA
ymupaia. Heckonbko qHEN ToMy Hazaj, elle BHoiHe Ooapast, O)KUBJICHHAs, OHA M He TIpeAronaraa,
YTO CMEPTh CTOMT YK€ 3a ee IUIeYyaMH, YTO He MPOHIET W HeJeld, Kak IyIa OTIeTUT U3 ee Tela.
Brnipouem, kak roBOpHIIH, y UMIIEpaTpUIlbl ObUIO MTPEAUYBCTBUE CBOE OIM3KOIM KOHUMHBL. Heckombko
JHeW TOMY Has3aj, CUAs 3a KAPTOUHBIM CTOJIOM U urpast ¢ buponom, ['onoBkunbsiM 1 OctepMaHoM B
nomoOep'®, AnHa MoaHHOBHA BAPYT noOJeHeNna Kak CMepThb, OTIIATHYJIACh M OBICTPO, HECMOTPSI Ha
CBOIO TOJTHOTY, B OCOOEHHOCTH OTSTOIIABIIYIO €€ B IOCJeIHee BpeMs, MOAHSIIACh CO CBOETO Kpeca.
Koraa ee mapTHepbl, yAMBIEHHO B3IJISTHYB Ha Hee, CIIPOCHIIM, Yer0 OHa MCITyraiach, MMIepaTpulia
APOXKAIIUM rOJIOCOM OTBETHJIA:

— MHe nokaszajioch, YT0O MOU KapThl 3JIMTHI KPOBBIO; 3TO — OUY€Hb CKBEPHBIH MPU3HAK. .. MHe
KaXeTcsl, 4TO 51 CKOPO yMpYy.

Ee, KOHEYHO, YCTIOKOMIIH, TTIOCTAPAJIMCh 3TO OOBSICHUTH MPHIIMBOM KpPOBH K ronose. Mimmepa-
TpUIIa MaJIO-TIOMaJy 3a0bljla O CBOEH TaJUTIOIMHALIMK U JJa)ke CHOBA OKMBHJIACH, HO HE TPOILIO U
IHSI, KaK C HEelo TIOBTOPHUJIACH TaJUTIOIMHALIMS U yKe B O0Jiee cepbe3HbIX pa3Mepax.

006 3TOM, KOHEUHO, TOBOPHJIM TOJIBKO IIIETIOTOM, PACCKa3blBAIM B Pa3HBIX BapUaHTaX, HO pac-
CKa3bl CBOIMIINCH K TOMY, 4TO AHHa MloaHHOBHA BHIe/Ia CBOETO IBOWHHKA U BUJIeNIa HE TOJIbKO OfIHA,
HO YTO C HEI0 BMECTe BUJIEJN STOTO JBOMHMKA U BrpoH, Bumenu u conuarsl VI3MaityIoBCKOro mojka,
CTOSIBIIIME B KapayJie y IBepeil TPOHHOW 3aJIbl.

Kaxk roBopuu Tos1Ku, ObLJIO yke 3a MOJTHOYb, KOT/Ia YaCOBOM, CTOSIBIIIMI B TPOHHOM 3aJie, 3aMe-
THJT BBIILIEIIYIO U3 BHYTPEHHUX TTOKOEB UMIIEpaTpHILy, OAETYIO B MapajaHoe Tuiathe. MiMneparpuiia
MPOIIUIa MHUMO YaCOBOTO, KOTOPBIN MOCIIEIINII OTAATh € YeCTh, HO JIMLIO TOCYAAPbIHKU OBUIO 33ayM-
YHMBO, B30p ee ObLT OIMyIIeH K IOJTy, ¥ OHa Kak Obl Jake M He BUjesia yacoBoro. YacoBoil mo3Bai
KapayJ, CoJ/IaThl BHICTPOMJIMChH, Kapay/ibHbII O(HLIep OTCATIOTOBA LINAroi, HO UMIIEpaTpulla He
3aMeTHIIa ITOrO U MPOAOIKaJIa TEM K€ MEPHbIM MEJIEHHBIM IIaroM XOIUTS 10 3aJie. Tak mpomuio
okosio nonmydaca. Oduiiepa cMyTUIa Takasi MPONOKUTESbHASI MPOTYJIKA B HOYHOE BpeMsi, U OH
HAaITpaBUJICS Ha MOJIOBMHY BrpoHa, 4ToOb! COOOIIUTE €My O TOM, Iie HaXOauTcs umrneparpuna. U Tor
CTPAIIIHO YIUBHJICS U BOCKJIMKHYJI, YTO STOTO HE MOKET ObITh, YTO OH TOJIBKO UTO CEeHYac MpOBOIUII
MMIIepaTpUIly, KOTOpasi MoMuIa cnath. M, cMyIieHHbIi coobiieHrem oduriepa, brupoH otripaBuiics B
3aJ1y, BXOAUT U BUAMT, UTO JACHCTBUTEIHHO UMITEpaTpUIla MEUIEHHBIM IIArOM ITPOXOAUT MUMO HEro,
HO YTO-TO CTpaHHOE ropa3usio bupoHa B oOnmKe rocyaapbiHi. D710 Oblia AHHa MloaHHOBHA, HO He
Ta, KOTOPYIO OH 3HaJI, KOTOPYIO OH MPHBHIK BUAETH, C KOTOPOH OH TOJILKO YTO MpocTuics. CXOICTBO
ObLIO IOPA3UTEIbHOE, HO €My MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO — UJIM OOMaH 3pEeHU s, WM KaKasi-TO CAMO3BaHKa,
HajeBllast Ha ceOs UMIEepPaTOPCKYI0 KOPOHY M BOCIIONb30BABIIASCS CXOICTBOM C UMIIEPATPHILICH.
Torna Bupon 6pocuics B CasibHIO TOCYJapbIHU, KOTOpast ke pas/esach U chjesa B rmynepmanTesne 'S,
COOMPAsICh JIOKHUTHCS B TIOCTENb. BUPOH COOOITHI €1 O CTPAHHOM TOSIBJICHUH KaKOW-TO CAMO3BAHKU
Y COBETOBAJI €/ BHITH B TPOHHYIO 3aJTy, YTOOBI B I7Ia3aX Kapaysia H300JMUUTh Ty JIOKHYIO HMITepa-
TPUILY, KOTOpasi MOXKET BOCIOIb30BAThCS 3aMeIaTesIbcTBOM coiiaT. MiMneparpuiia oTrpaBuiach B
TPOHHYIO 3aJIy U, €/IBa MepecTyNHB MOpor, 0OoMJIesa OT yKaca: OHa BUJEJa B JIBYX Iarax ot ceos
JKEHIIMHY, KOTopasi OblIa KaK JIBe KarjIi BOABI IOX0XA HA Hee U KOTOpasi, HUCKOJILKO HE CMYIIAsICh,

15 Mom6ep — BH/JI KAPTOUHOM UTPHI.
p Y Y

16 [TynepmaHTenb (HEM.) — HaKMKa, HaJjeBaeMasi BO BpeMs [IPUYEChIBaHUs 151 3aILUThl OT IyApbl, KOTOPOI MOCKIIAIN NAPUKU
u Bosiockl B X VIII B.
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crosuia ¢ Hell imuoM K smny. Ho, Tonbko AHHa MloaHHOBHA XOTesla IpUKa3arh CojljJaraM CXBAaTUTh
3Ty CaMO3BaHKY, TOJIBKO OHa MOJOLUIA K Hel U cripocuiia: «Kto TbI? 3aueM Thl npumuia?» — JI0X-
Hasl UMIIepaTpulia CTajla MEAJIEHHO OTCTYIaTh K TPOHY, B3OILIa HA HETO, HE CIIycKas Iia3 ¢ AHHBI
MoaHHOBHBI, U 3aTeM ucYe3lia, TOYHO pacTasiia B Bo3ayxe. Vimmeparpuiia B3Oporaysia, nooneaHesna
1, oOparmasich K bupony, mporoopuia:

— 41 3Ha10 ee, 3T0 — MOs1 CMEpTh, OHA MTPUXOJMIIA 32 MHOM.

[MpenuyBcTBus He oOManymu AHHY MoanHoBHY. Yepe3 Tpu AHS MOCe TOro, Kak rocyJapbiHs
yBHU/IaJia 3TO CTPaHHOE MPUBHIEHUE, OHA BHE3AITHO 3a001es1a U Clieryia B roctesns. [IpuaBopHbie Bpaun
OIpeJeIII IPOCTY/LY, ITyCKaJIU €l KpOBb, CTaBWJIM MYIIKH, HO AHHEe Ml0aHHOBHE CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE
XyXe U XyXe, ¥ OHa YK€ 1yBCTBOBAJIA HaJl COOOM JiefieHsIee BessHue KPbUIbeB CMEPTH.

[TpunsopHbie npryHbUN, BUpoH pactepsiics. BececuibHbIN BpEMEHIIMK, B TEUEHHUE JECSTH JIET
TOJIL30BABIIIMICS HEOTPAHUYEHHBIM BIIMSIHUEM Ha TOCYIApBIHIO, pacnopshkaBInuiics cyapoamu Poc-
CHM, CCBUTABIINN M Ka3HUBIIUI PYCCKUX JIIOAEH, MOHSLI, YTO C €€ CMEPTHIO ISl Hero OyneT Bce KOH-
YEHO, YTO €ro BJIA/IBIYEeCTBY HACTAHET KOHEIl M UTO, MOXKET ObITh, EMY MPHUIECTCS M OUEHb TSKENO
3aIJIaTUTh 32 BCE paHbl, KakMe OH HaHec Poccuu, 3a Bce cBOE caMOBJIACTHE, 32 BCIO CBOIO KECTO-
KOCTb, 32 BCEX JBaJLATh THICAY YEJIOBEK, COCJAHHBIX M Ka3HEHHBIX UM. biiefHbIl U Tpeneuymi
CTOsIJT OH TeTiepb y TIOCTENH, Ha KOTOPOW yMUpasia uMriieparpuiia. Eil ceroiHs Obu10 HEMHOTO JIydIle,
XOT$I IbIXaHUE Y Hee BCe-TaKK ObLIO MPEPHIBUCTO, 2 HA OOPIO3TIIIEM JIMILIE JIekKaau TeMHble TeHu. OHa
norysiAena Ha bupoHa, cTosiBIIEro OKOJIO MOCTEN CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY Ha TPydb, U MpOLIeTTaIa:

— 4 ymupato, Moii 1pyr.

— U yHocwute ¢ coboii 1 MOe cYacTbe, U MOIO JKU3Hb, — IITyXHM T0JIOCOM OTO3BaJicst BUpoH.

— To1 Goumbest Moeit cmepTi?

— Baiie BenmyecTBo 3HaeT, 4To y MeHsI HeT apy3eil. Ha BepHOI cityx0e BalieMy BeJTHUECTBY
pruoOpesT TOJIBKO BParoB, KOTOpbIEe BUASIT BO MHE MHO3EMIA, KOTOpPbIe HEHABUIAT MEHsI BCEH IyIIOM,
1, He yCIIeeT Ballla CBSIIEHHAs Aylla ylIeTeTh Ha HeO0, OHM, KOHEYHO, He MOLEPEMOHSTCS CO MHOM,
Y Mbl, MOXET OBITh, OU€Hb CKOPO CBUIMMCS C BaMH.

Ha ero miazax 3acBepkaji HEIPUTBOPHBIE CJIE3BI.

I'pyctHas yapiOKa TpoHy/1a O1eiHble TyObI TOCYIAphIHH, M OHA TUXO IPOMOJIBUJIA:

— Uro ThI X0OUeb, 4T00 5 caenana? Yem s MOTy yIpouuTh TBOIO BIacTh? Thl MHE ObLT BEPHBIM
JPYTroOM, U s HE X04y, YTOO MOsI CMEepTh MpUHeca Tebe, KpoMe Mevasiu, ele U OOJbIIoe rope.

Crne3sl cpa3y BBICOXJIM Ha IV1a3ax BUpOHa, ¥ OHU OIATH 3arOpelTuCh MPEKHUM CTaIbHBIM OJ1ec-
KOM.

— 51 yxe roBOpuJI BaM, TOCYAapblHsl, KaK Bbl MOXETe BO3HarpaauTh MeHs. HacnenHuk npecrona
ele MJIaJIeHell, TpUHI AHTOH HE B COCTOSIHMM ITPAaBUTh TOCYJApCTBOM, MpuHIecca AHHa Jleomnosb-
JOBHA CJIMIIKOM crabasi )KEeHIIMHA, ¥ ObUIO OBl BIIOJHE CHPABEUIMBO, €M Obl Bbl TIOPYYHJIN MHE
perentctBo!’. f yxe cTap, U MHe Obl YJaJ0Ch TPOBECTH CIIOKOMHO OCTATOK CBOMX JHEH, TOKa Oyy-
LU UMIepaTop MOAPACTET U IPUMET U3 MOMX PYK CBOIO BJIACTb.

Nmneparpuiia OTKMHYJIA FOJIOBY Ha MOYLIKH, 3aKpblja I71a3a U 3aymMallach. Y3Ke He B I€PBbII
pa3 roBopuJI eil 3T0 ee JoONMell, yKe He OOUH pa3 HaMeKal OH el Ha TO, YTO, TOJIbKO Ha3HAYMB
€ro pereHToM, OHa MOXET CMacTH ero ot ko3Heul BparoB. Ho Anne MoaHHOBHE O4eHb HE XOTeJIOCh
storo. Kak Hu Obuta oHa ipuBsizaHa K bupoHy, oHa 3Hasa Bce AypHbIe CTOPOHBI €T0 XapakTepa, 3Haja
€ro ;KeCTOKOCEpIMe, 3Hajla TO, YTO OH HE YMEET IPOLIATh CBOUM JIEMCTBUTEILHBIM M BBIMBIIIIEHHBIM
Bparam, ¥ OHMUMaJIa, YTO €CJIU JIaXke el He ylaBaloCh CIEPKUBATh €r0 AyPHbIE MHCTUHKTBI, TO TEM
MeHee ero CyMeloT caepkarh cinadoxapaktepHass AHHa JleomoibIoBHA U COBEPIIEHHO OE3BOJIbHBIN
npuHU AHTOH. Ho B TO ke camoe BpeMsi OHa CO3HaBaJla, 4To eciiv BUpoH He ocTaHeTcs y BJIacTH, eciu
OH TIOTEpsIET MIpekHee o0asHUe, TO ero Bpary He MOIAIAT ero ¥ ¢ ee KOHYMHOM OyJeT Bce KOHYEHO

17 Perent — npaBuTeNh CTPAHbI, ONEKYH TIPU MAJIOJIETHEM TOCY/IApE.
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1 [yis Hero. Eii ObUIO IOHEIB3s1 jKaJIKO ero, OHA Yepecuyp MPHUBHIKJIA K HEMY B IPOIOIKEHHE IONTHUX
CEMHA/IIaTH JIeT ¥ YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO HE B CHJIAX OCTABUTDH €ro Oe33allUTHHIM Ha TIPOU3BOJT CYIbOBI.

— Xoporio, — MpOMOJIBIJIA OHA, OTKPBIBAsl TJa3a 1 Opocast TYCKJIBIA B30p Ha Juio bupona, —
XOPOIIIO, 51 UCTIOHIO TBOIO MPOCKOY, IPHCT, HO TOJIBKO JIail MHE KJIATBY, YTO ThI OOJIbIE HE Oy/Ielib
MIPOJIMBATh YEJIOBEYECKYIO KPOBb.

Cepnrie BupoHa TpeneTHo 3a0uIoch OT PaJOCTH: OH OITYCTHIICS HA KOJIEHH, CXBATHUJI XOJIOAHYIO
Y BJIQKHYIO PYKY UMITEPATPHLIBI ¥ TIOKPBUT €€ OECUMCICHHBIMH MOLETYSIMU.

— Bame BenmyecTBO cnaciv MHE MOIO TOJIOBY, M KJISIHYCh BaM, 4TO 51 Oy[dy HbIHE COBCEM He
TaKUM, KaKUM OBUT TIPEXKIe.

Ho ero ycra He BbIcKa3aiM TeX TalHBIX IyM, KOTOpbleé B 3TO BpeMs LIEBEIWJIUCh B €rO
rosioBe. EMy yxe TpyaHO ObUIO Terneph YCHITUTD CBOIO KPOBOXKATHOCTh M TIOJO3PUTENHHOCTL. OH 3HAT
XOpOIIIO, YTO, KaKue Obl KJISTBBI HU JJaBaJl, OH HE CyMEET U He CMOXKET CAePKaTh UX.

Mmnepatpuiia ckoHYaach, esa ycreB MoAn1caTb MaHU(ECT O PETEHTCTBE U €/1Ba YCIeB 00b-
SIBUTH 00 3TOM MaTepu OyyIiero umreparopa AHHe JIeornonbI0BHE U ee CYNpyTy.

Bectb 0 KOHUMHE UMMIEpaTpHIIBl OBICTPO pasHeciachk 1o [letepOypry U HM B KOM He BbI3BaJIa
OOMBIINX COXaJIeHUI. BUPOHOBIIMHA, CTaBIIIasi CIOBHO CUMBOJIOM TOJIBKO UTO OKOHYHMBIIIETOCs 11ap-
CTBOBaHMSI, CJIMIIIKOM UcTep3aia Poccrio, 1 B IiIyOMHe Ayl MHOTHE J1ae 00pagoBaiCh KOHUMHE
MMIIepaTpHIIbl, TOJIOKUBIIIEN KOHEL U BIapruecTBy brupoHna. XoTs Bce MpeKpacHO 3HAJIM, U4TO IPUHLL
AHTOH OyzeT OueHb IUIOXUM MpaBUTeNieM, YTo AHHA JIeomnmonbaoBHA CIAMIIKOM JIeHWBA Uil TOTO,
YTOOBI IepKaTh B CBOMX PyKax KOPMUJIO MPABJICHU S, ¥ UTO J0 COBEPIIIEHHONIETHSI MJIaJICHIa MITepa-
topa Noanna Illectoro rocygapctBeHHbI Kopadib Poccuu, Onaromapst HEyMesIbIM KOPMYKM, MOXKET
MOTEPIIETh CEPhEe3HbIE ABAPUK OT MHOTUX TMOJIMTUYECKUX Oypb U P03, HO, BO BCSKOM CJTydae, B3I0X-
HYJIM CBOOOJIHO YK€ TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO KOHUMJIUCh KPOBaBbIe yKachl OMPOHOBCKOTO BPEMEHH, TaK
KaK 3HAIM POIUTENIeH UMIiepatopa 3a 06e3yclioBHO 10OpsIx Joziei. [Toatomy, korma diar Ha mimmie
Jletnero aBopua criyctusics, ussemiasi [lerepOypr o cMepTH UMIIEpaTPHIIbl, IeYaTbHbIE JIUIA TIeTep-
OypiKIIeB, TevaibHble BCEe ITU JHHU, TOYHO MTPOCBETIIENN, 1 MHOTHE B3[IOXHYJIU TaK JIETKO, Kak OyATO
C UX JYIIN CKaTWUJIACh CTPAIIHAS TSAKECTb.

Banoxnyn, Mexay npounM, odnerdeHHo u Bacummii ['puropseBny BackakoB, co BuepaiiHero
IHS MUTABIIUI K MMeHU BupoHa KakoW-TO cyeBepHBIN cTpax. BuepamiHue pasMblluieHUs, XOTS U
YCIIOKOEHHBIE pa3roBOopoM ¢ JInxapeBbIM, BCe-TaK1 OCTaBUJIU CJIE]] B €T0 JyIIIe, M OH HET-HET J1a M BO3-
BpaIajICs MBICJIBIO K CBOUM OBUIBIM CTpaxaM M Oracajics Terepb BOZMOXHOCTH TMOMACTh B 3aCTEHOK
TaiiHOI KaHLIEJISIPHU €CIY He 110 OTOBOPY CBOETO IBOIOPOIHOTO Opara, Tak CIy4aiHO, KaK CIy4aiHO
TMOMAIaIA TyJa O4eHb MHOrue Jiioad. OH TOJBKO YTO MPOCHYJICS, @ IIPOCHYJICS OH OY€Hb IO3JIHO,
YTO-TO B YacCy JECATOM yTpa, — KaK XO3MH 3a€3XKero 1Bopa, pakuii'® 310poBbIil Kyriell, BOIIIEI B €ro
KOMHATy U COOOIIMJ eMy IeYaTbHyl0 HOBOCTb, O KOTOPOM Y ToBOpHJI Bech [letepOypr, UMEHHO O
KOHYMHE UMIepaTpuiibl. BackakoB o6erdyeHHo B3IOXHYI U Jaske nepekpectuiics. Ho Xo3simH Ha 310
He 00paThJI HUKaKOTrO BHUMAaHUsI, TeM 00Jiee YTO ITOT KPECT MOT OTHOCHTBCS U K TAMSITH TTOKOWHOM
rOCYIApbIHU.

— Teneps, cynapp, — cka3ai Kyneu, — y Hac ummneparop HMoans Illecroii; mianeHen oH emie —
3TO TOYHO, a TOJIBKO BCE K€, KaXHUCh, Jierye Oy/eT KuTb, YeM paHee! — MpuOaBII OH IIETIOTOM, CaM
TPEBOKHO O3UPAsICh HA JIBEPb.

Ho BackakoBy Ob110 He 10 pa3roBopoB ¢ HUM. EMy X0Tesoch mockopee BHIATH Ha CBEXKUI BO3-
AyX, MOJBIIATH MOJHOW I'PY/Ibl0, IOCMOTPETh HA TO, KAKOE BIIEYATJIEHUE MPOU3Beia KOHUMHA AHHBI
HoanHOBHBI, a BMECTE C HEI0 M KOHel] BiaabuecTBa bupona. OH YTO-TO OTBETUJI XO35IMHY, OT/IEJIAJICS
OT HEr0 HECKOJIbKMMH (ppa3amMu, MOCIIEIIHO OAEJICS U BBIIIEN Ha YJIMILY.

Emy 3axotenoch paccesTbCs, IOrOBOPUTH C KEM-HUOY/Ib, TIOAEIUTHCS TEMH BIIEUATIICHUSIMH,
KOTOpBIE JIEKAI Yy HEro Ha Jyuie. EJUHCTBEHHBIN 4Y€lIOBEK, C KOTOPbIM OH MOI' NEPEKUHYThCS

18 paskuit — 3[0POBBII, CUIBHBIH, BUIHBIN, KPETIKUI, KPACUBBI.
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HECKOJIbKUMHU (ppa3zami, eIMHCTBEHHBIH YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO OH 3HAJ B TOM I'POMA/IHOM ropojie, ObLT
JluxapeB, ¥ K HEMY-TO OH pEILJI OTIIPABUTHCS TETEPb.

JIuxapeBa oH 3acrai ewe B xajare; AHTOH IlerpoBud, MpoCKUAEB y MOCTENM PAaHEHOTO Apyra
MOYTU IO PacCcBETa, BEPHYJICS JOMOHM M 3aCHYJ TPEBOKHBIM CHOM, KOTODPBIM MpepBal 3allleIIIni
K HEMy IO Jopore MpeoOpakeHCKUI MOPYYUK MUIIOINIEB, SIBUBIIHMICS CIIEIMAIBHO TOJIBKO 3aTeM,
YTOOBI MOBEIATH MPHUATENIO O KOHUMHE UMITepaTpullbl AHHBI VIOaHHOBHBI.

Jluxapes ctparHo obpanoBaics Bacunmio ['puropreBuuy. BackakoB mpou3Bel Ha HEro camoe
JydIiiee BIeYaTIeHue, U OH ObUT OUeHb JOBOJICH STHUM 3HAKOMCTBOM, 3aBSI3aBIIMMCSI OY€Hb OPUTH-
HaJIbHO, XOTSl U NIEYaJIbHO.

Jpyxecku noxaB pyKy MOJIOZOMY Y€JIOBEKY, OH TO3HAKOMMJI ero ¢ MuIIomeBbIM, Ka3aBIIUMCS
KaKOK-TO KpaCHOMU JIeBHIIEH, 3aTAHYTOM B opuriepckuii MyHaup. CoBceM I0HBIM, Taxe Oe3yChlid, TOpY-
YK MUJIOIIeB COBCEM He MPOM3BOAMII BIleUaT/ieHnsi OpaBOro BOMHA, KAKUMH B OOJIBIIIMHCTBE ObLITH
BCe MpeoOpakeHcKue o(UIIephl, U OMPABABIBAI CBOE CXOICTBO C JIEBYIIKON HE TOIBLKO CBOMM IOHBIM
BUJIOM, HE TOJIKO CBOMMH OEJIOKYPHIMH KypYaBBIMU BOJIOCAMH, HO B OCOOEHHOCTU T€M, UTO TPH
KaxJ0# (ppaze, oOpallleHHO! K HEMY, Ha €ro MOJHBIX IeKaxX BCIBIXUBAN APKUil pymsiHell. U tenepp,
3710poBasick ¢ backakoBbIM, OH MOKpacHeN JO KOPHEHN BOJIOC M MOTYIMJI CBOU CEpBIE I71a3a C TaKUM
CTpaHHBIM BUIIOM, uTO Bacummii ['puropbeBry He MOT yAepKaTbCsl OT HEBOJIBLHOU YIIBIOKH.

— Hy, xax BbI TpOBEJIM CErOIHSIHIO HOUb? — cripocul JInxapes, korna Bacunuii ['puropeeBuy
ycencs. — UTo 1o MeHs, Tak s Criajl OTBPATUTEIIBHO: TOJIBKO MO YTPO 3a0bUICs, 1a ¥ TO TOMEIIaIH.
Bort npurien Musyina 1 pa3orsan Mo COH.

— 4 cnian Toxe He yutne Bamero! — oto3Bacs backakos. — JIoKHO ObITh, Balll IeTepOypreKuit
BO3/IyX CITIOCOOEH YOMBATh SHEPTHIO JIaXe B CAMBIX CTOMKUX JIOISX.

— Hy, 10, 6atenska, He ortoro! IIpocto yepecuyp cuiIbHBI ObUIM BIIEUATIICHUsI BUEPAIIHETO
aus. Kerary, ciplian HoBocTb?

— Copiman v jaske o0pagoBacs.

MuiomeB yauBJIEHHO pacluMpu ria3za, a AHTOH [leTpoBrY BOCKJIIMKHYIL:

— Yemy xe TyT panoBatbesi? CoObITHE, MOKHO CKa3aTh, CAMOE HAUTIEUaIbHOE.

BackakoB nokpacHe1, TOUHO IIKOJIBHUK, KOTOPOMY J1aJId YPOK, U CMYILEHHO ITPOrOBOPHIL:

— Bbl MeHs1 He Tak noHsM. S 0OpagoBasicsi He TOMY, UTO CKOHYAJIaCh UMIIEPATPUIIa, 51 — pyc-
CKHI1 YeJIOBeK, a JJIsl KaXKJOro PyCCKOro Tpayp MMIIEPATOPCKON CEMBbH SIBIISIETCS €0 COOCTBEHHBIM
TpaypoM; s TIOpaoBajICs MOTOMY, YTO He ObiBaeT xyga 0e3 moopa. OueHb NevyaibHO, YTO yMepia
rocy/iapbiHs, HO, BOJIS Ballla, 51 OT JIyIIA TOBOPIO cliaBa 00Ty, UTO C €e CMEePThIO IPUIIeS KOHEell BJia-
JpryecTBy bupoHa.

Muuiomme u JIuxapeB ObICTPO MEePerIsTHYIUCh MEX Y COOOIO.

— Dre, cyaapp! — nporoBopus AHToH [lerpoBud. — Tak BbI, CTaNO OBITh, HUUETO HE 3HAETE.
OmnacHo 0 TakMX Belllax pa3roBapuBaTh, TeM OoJiee BCIyX: HO, C OJTHOM CTOPOHBI, 51 MOTY ITOPYYUThCS
3a CONIMIHYIO TOJNIIMHY CTEH MOEH KBAapTUPBI, & C IPYroil — Bbl MHE BHYIIIA€Te CIMIIKOM OOJIbIIIOE
J0BepHe, YTOOBI s BaC CTall oracarbcsi. B TOM-To U 1en1o, 4To, K COXaJeHHIo, BiaapuecTBo bupoHa
HE KOHUMJIOCH, a ellle 0ojee YCHIIUIOCh.

BackakoB B3JporHys1 ¥ mO4YyBCTBOBaJI, KaK 0 €r0 KOKE€ TOYHO IPOILIa CTPYHMKa XOJOAHOW
BOJIBI.

— Yt0 BBl roBOpUTE? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

— IlpaBny, Bacummii I'puropbeBry, UCTMHHYIO NIpaBIy, BOT, KOJM HE BepuTe, Tak Muyiry
cripocute. OH MHE BCe cue U noBeall. [ ocyapeiHs nepea KOHYMHOW Ha/l MAJIOJIETHUM UMIIEpaTopoM
PEreHTCTBO YUMHWIIA U pereHToM BupoHa Ha3HauYMsIa — 3HAYMT, OH HBIHE ellle B OOJbIIIeH cuile, YeM
npexe. [Ipexe oH, MOXXKHO cKa3aTh, XOTb U KYIIIaJl ’KUBbEM JIIOJIEH, /1a BCE KaK-HUKAaK, a C ONACKOM,
a Terepb Tak Kymarh OyJeT, YTO TOJIBKO XPYCT MOMIET.

310 coobmenue coBceM ommenommio Bacumus ['puropseBnya. CTpaxu ero siBUIHMCh CHOBA,
U cepale 3a0MI0Ch HE TOJIBKO TPEBOXHO, HO TOYHO XOTEJIO BBIIPHITHYTh U3 IPyIHON KieTku. OH
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HEPBHO B3bEPOIINJI BOJIOCH], PE3KO BCKOUMJI CO CTYJIa, POUIEJICS] HECKOJIBKO pa3 M0 KOMHATe KpyIl-
HBIMU 1LIaraMH ¥ 3aTeM CKa3aJl:

— Hy, B Takom pa3ze npomaiite! Hore xe s HemenaeHHO B MOCKBY yrepy... OyleT ¢ MeHs U
BUEpAILIHUX CTPAXOB, U CETOAHSAIIHEN HOUM. TaM, 10 KpallHOCTH, 51 XOTh CIaJl CIIOKOWHO.

JInxapeB pacxoxoTaJics.

— Oro, cynaps, 310pOBO K€ Bbl HaITyraHbl!

— Hanyraembest TyT, exenu niepe]] ria3aMy TO U JIeNI0 KpacHble pyOaxy MeJbKaloT, a B yIax,
YTO HU MUHYTa, «CJIOBO U Jiejio» ciblmutcs. Her, konueHo! Veskaro.

— A kak xe Bbl Hukomnanry-to xorenu BuieTh?

— bor ¢ Hum! — MmaxHyB pykoii, npomonBui backakos. — Konu noxenaer Hac BUIETh, MOXET B
BenokameHnHyio npuexarb — He BEJIMK MyTh, @ MHE COBCEM CBOE TOJIOBOW PUCKOBATh HE XOUeTcs; Aa
s IPSAMO U3BEAYCh 371€Ch. DTO YK HU HA YTO HE TIOXOXKE.

— Kak xoture, cypapb, Kak XOTUTE, yIepKUBaTh BaC He CTaHy: M TO CKa3aThb, OOJIBIION PaJoOCTH
y Hac TYT HeT. Tak Bbl U B CAMOM [ieJie CerofHs yeaere?

— Ceropns, cerofns, 1 Mekars He Oyay! Bot, ceituac k ceGe Ha 3ae3:KUi IBOP OTITPABIIOCH,
YJI0KYCh — ¥ TIPSIMO Ha MOYTOBYIO CTAaHILIMIO.

— B Takom paze npomaiite. ’Kajko MHe ¢ BaMu paccTaBaTbCsl, MO IyIie Bbl MHE KaK-TO MPU-
IIUIKCh, — HY J1a Jenath Heuero! ABock, bor nact, yBuaumcs. ..

OH kpenko noxan pyky backakosa. Bacumuii I'puropbeBuu npoctusicsi ¢ MuiomeBsM o,
TOYHO MOJTOHSIEMBIN CTPAXOM, TOPOIUIMBBIMY IlIaraMH BhILIEN U3 KBapTupkl JInxapesa.
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\Y
Ha B0J10COK 0T cMepTH

BackakoB KpyIHBIM TBEPBIM II1ArOM IIIeJT [0 MOCTKaM, Tpodupasich Ha HeBCcKyio mepcneKkTuBy.
TBepaoe perieHne, KOTOpoe CO3pesio B HeM, HUCKOJIBKO He M3MEHIJIOCh OTTOTO, UTO TeTlepb Ha YJIUIIE
CTaJIO KaK-TO CBETJIee, OTTOrO, YTO TY4H, 3aKyThIBABIIIHE HEOO, TOYHO PA30PBAIUCH U C KJIIOYKA OCBO-
OoMBIIEroCs OT HUX HeOOCBOIA YA SIPKUI COTHEUHBIH JIy4, TOUHO OCHITABIIUI 30JI0TOM ITHUIBIO 32
MUHYTY 70 3TOTO ellle XMYPbIi TOpOJ], TOYHO O3APHBIIHIA CBOUM OJIECKOM NeTepOypiKIIeB, HA JIUIAX
KOTOPBIX Kak Obl 3aJporkaJia Jierkas yJablOKa, CJIOBHO BBI3BaHHAsI B OTBET Ha YJBIOKY npupossl. Bacu-
nwii ['puropseBrY 1ake He 3aMeTHT 9TOl MeTaMopdo3bi %: y Hero Ha jyiie ObUI0 XMypO, 1 TIOSTOMY
¥ JIOMa, MUMO KOTOPBIX OH MPOXOIW/I, U caMa YJMIA, U JAPOXKABIIMIA Nepe]] HAM COMTHEYHBIN Jyd
Ka3aJIMCh €My TaKUMH XK€ XMYPbIMH.

HyxHo ObL10 niepexoauth uepe3 gopory. [lorpyxeHHblii B ITyOOKYyIO 33lyMYMBOCTb, Jake He
oOpariasi BHUMaHUsI Ha TO, YTO OH IIArHyJl MPsIMO B JIyKy, Bacummit ['puropseBry cras nepexoauTb
yepe3 ynuiry. B 3To camoe BpeMsi u3-3a yIiia BbIBEpPHYIIA TshKesast OepiirHa, TPOMBIXaBINast KOJIeCamMu
o Tps3HOM MocToBOM. Kyuep, cuaeBmmil Ha ko31ax?’, 3a0pai 0ObIYHOE «IaJn», HO TOJBKO B TY
camyio MUHYTY, Korga Bacumust ['puropseBrda 000XKIJIO ropsiuee, BIaXHOE AbIXaHHe JIOMIAaN, Tax-
HYBIIIee eMy MPsMO B JIMIO. BackakoB UCITyraHHO OTIIATHYJICS, XOTEJI OTCKOYHTH B CTOPOHY, HO OBLIO
yXke TIO3[JHO: JIOIIab CHIMOIa ero ¢ HOT, Apyrasl yaapuia ero KOIMBITOM, KOTJia OH TSDKEJIO yras Ha
3eMITI0. .. Bce 3akpyKMJIOCh Mepejt ero Iria3amu: M IoMa, U epKOBHAs KOJOKOJbHS, BUIHEBIIASICS
HeBJAJIeKe, TI0 KOTOPOM CKOJIB3HYJI €0 TYCKHEIOIIN B3IJIs, KOTJa OH Majiall, ¥ OeKaBIIie CO BCeX
CTOPOH, YBH/IEB COUTOTO JIOIIAJbMU YeJIOBEKA, JIIOH, U TsDkesas OepivHa, pOrpOMBIXaBIasi MUMO
HETo, U OH MOTepsi1 co3HaHue. Kyuep 6epirHbl Opocril paBHOAYIIHBIN B3I HA COMTOIO UM C HOT
YeJIoBeKa, MIEIKHYJI JIoMIaael OMYoM U XOTes TIOCKOPe yMuaThCsi, HO B 3TO CaMO€ BpeMs MaJleHb-
Kasl pydka JiepHyJa 3a IHYPOK, PUBSI3aHHBIN K €r0 pyKe, U3 OKHa OepJIMHBI BBICYHYJIaCh KEHCKast
T'OJIOBKA, M OH YCJIBIIIIAJI HETOAYIOIINA BO3IJIAC:

— Crenas, Kak TH cMeelnb? OcTaHOBUCH ceryac xe!

[ToBuHYsICH SHEPrMYHOMY MPHUKA3aHUIO XO3SIMKH, Kydep CAepXkKasl pasropsueHHBIX JIOMIAJIeH,
BBIC3/IHOM rycap?!, CTOSIBIIMI Ha 3amsATKax OepJUHbI, TOPOIUIMBO COCKOUMJI Ha 3E€MIII0, OTBOPHUI
ABEpILy, KOTOPYIO YK€ HEeTepIesrBO Aepraja pyka MOJIOJOH JKEHIIMHBI, CUEBINEH B OepivHe, U
X03sfiKa Jlomajen, couBmmx backakoBa, BRIIPHITHYIA U3 SKUIAXa U MOYTH OEroM, BoJodya MpsMo
T0 TPsI3U JUTUHHEHIINH 1ITef( CBOeTo IiaThs, mogdexasna K ToMy MecTy, Tae jexan Bacwmuii ['pu-
rOpbeBUY, OKPYKEHHBI 11eJI01 TOJTON HEBEAOMO OTKY/a COOPABIIMXCS 3€BaK.

Jluo Bacwiust ['puropbeBrda ObIJI0O MEPTBEHHO-OJIEHO: U3 pacceYeHHOro Jida CTpymiach
KpPOBb, cOerast 1o BOJIOCaM U CMEIIMBasiCh C TPA3HOW BOJIOU CTOSIBIIIEH TYT e JIYKH, U TPYIHO ObLIO
Pa3IMYUTh Cpasy, KUB JIM MOJIOION YEJIOBEK, WU YKe JIyIlia OCTaBIJIa ero Tejo?

Mortoziast eHIIHA HAKJIOHWJIACh HaJl HUIM Y y4acT/IMBO TOTJIsesIa Ha KPAaCUBOE JIUIIO KEPTBbI
ee JIoIa/Iei; B Ila3ax ee CBEePKHYJIH CIE3MHKU HEMPUTBOPHOTO TOpsi, U, 0Opalasich K ToJre, C paB-
HOJIYIITHBIM JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM CMOTPEBIIEN Ha 3Ty CIIEHY, OHA IIPOrOBOPUJIA APOKAIIMM OT BOJTHEHUS
TOJIOCOM:

— MosxeT ObITh, OH ellle XKUB, €ro Helb3sl TaK OCTABUTh. .. paan Oora, MOMOTUTE MHE MEPEeHECTH
€ro B MO 3KUMIaX.

Ee cnoBa ToTuac ke MoneicTBOBaJIN; HECKOJIBKO UesIOBeK cXBaTHiM Bacumus ['puropbeBrua
Ha PYKU M OCTOPOXHO TIEpEHECIIH B OEpiIMHY, Iie ¥ YIOKIIN Ha MSTKOe, OOUTOE IIETKOM CHJICHBE.

19 Metamopgo3a — npeBparieHue, mpeodpasoBaHue 4ero-amoo.
20 Kosbl — cuienbe st Kydepa.

21 BriesHOi rycap — CIyKHTelTb y BETBMOKH B BEHTEPCKOI OLIEKIE.
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[Tpexnae yem cectb, MOJIOTAS JKEHIIMHA CKa3aia Kydepy:

— INoesxaii, Ctenan, 1marom, Kak MOKHO OCTOPOKHEe.

3aTeM OHa cella Ha Tiepe/iHee CUAEHbE, rycap 3aXJIONMHYJ ABEpILy, 1 OepiIrHa MEJICHHO TPOHY-
JIach TIO yJIUIIe, TIPOBOXKaeMasi B3IJIsAaMH TOJITIbL, JIONTO ellle He PACXOAMBILEHCS C MeCTa HEOXKUAaH-
HOW KaTacTpodbl ¥ OMOBEIIABIIEH O HEW HOBBIX 3pUTENEH, MOAXOAMBIIUX BUS ITY TOJILY.

Korna Bacunuii I'puropseBry o4HysICs ¥ OTKPBUI 17133, Ha €10 JIMIE OTPa3HIoCh TAaKOE y/IVB-
JIeHue, 4TO, ecii Obl OH YBUENT ceOsl B 3epKaJie, OH, HABEPHOE, PACXOXOTAJICS Obl: €My TIOKa3aJIoCh,
YTO OH CITUT, HO, HEJIOBKO TIOBEPHYB r'OJIOBY, OH NMOYYBCTBOBAJ KaKyIO-TO CTPAHHYIO, HOIOIIYIO OOJb
BO JIOY, TIOAHSUT PYKY M OLIyNaj Ha rojioBe MOBs3KY. Toraa OH Orisijiesicsi ¢ TeM ke yIUBJICHUEM U
BAPYT BCIBIXHYBIIMM JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM €Il pas.

MHrKuii IOJTyCBET, JIMBIIMICS OT 3aKPHITOro abaxypoM KaHeas10pa??, najgai Ha COBEpILIEHHO
HE3HAaKOMYIO eMy OOCTaHOBKY: IPsIMO Tiepe] HUM BHIHENACh TsiKesasi pe3Has ABepb, Ha KOTOPOM
MPUIYAJIMBBIMU (pecTOHAMK?? Jiekasia romyoasi OapxarHas ApanupoBKa. Takoii ke roimy0o, OTIMBaB-
I Terephb OJeTHO-3eJICHOBAThIM [IBETOM KOBEp 3aTATUBAJ MOJ. B yrily KOMHaThl, ObIBIIIEM B TOJIE
ero 3peHwsi, BUJHEINCh MaJIeHbKME KpacuBble Kpecania. HeMHOro nopabine, cpeay Hejaon KyIbl
PEIKUX pacTeHuid, Oesies1 MpaMop KakoW-TO CTaTyu, OUepTaHusi KOTOPOH, OIHAKO, HE MOIJIU YJIOBUTh
ero yTomJieHHsle r1a3a. Huuero mogo6HOro eMy HUKOTIa He PUXOAMIIOCh BUAeTh. OOCTaHOBKA Obla
CJIMILIIKOM POCKOIITHA JIaKe JJIs CHa.

OH npUIoAHsI TOJIOBY OT MOAYIIEK U MOMIIsIes] Ha KpoBaTh, Ha KOTOpo# Jiexant. Kposats Oblia
TaK K€ POCKOIIHA, OeJbe ObLIO YAUBUTEIBbHOM OeNM3HbL. B HOrax ObUIo OTOPOIIIEHO TOHKOE IIEIKO-
BOE TOKPBIBAJIO, Ha OTHOM U3 YIJIOB KOTOPOTO, OBIBIIIEro O/vke K HeMY, BUIHEJICS BBIIIUTHINA pa3HO-
[BETHBIMH HIEJIKaMU OYKeT P03, Ka3aBUIMICSI TOYHO OYKETOM HACTOSIIMX IBETOB.

BackakoB 4yBCTBOBaJI B rOJIOBE TSKECTh U MIOTOMY CHOBA OIMYCTHJICS Ha mopymiky. OH cTan
MIPUTIOMUHATH, YTO C HUM TIPOM3OIILIO, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-HUOY/Ib OOBSCHUTH Ce0e ITY CTPAHHYIO IPe3y
HasBY, KOTOPYIO OH IepexuBail Tenepb. [locienoBaresibHO, OHA 32 APYTou, MPOILIHA Mepe HUM
CLIEHbI CETOHSIIIHErO yTpa 0 TOr0 MOMEHTA, KOI/Ia OH MOYYBCTBOBA, KaK €ro OOOXKIJIO JIbIXaHHUE,
BBIPBaBIIIEECs MTPSIMO €MY B JIUIIO U3 JIOMAIUHOW MOP/HIL. . .

Ho Tyt BocmomuHaHus1 ero 000pBaIMCh; €My TOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE ITO BEPTUTCS Y HETo Nepe]
[71a3aMH My HEero Kak Obl 3aXBaThIBAET JyX, TOYHO OH JIETUT B KaKyIO-TO OE3/I0HHYIO MPOIACTb...
Horomiast 60116 B royioBe Kak Obl MiCU€3J1a COBCEM, BEKHU YIajil, TOYHO CBUHIIOBBIC, U OH OISATH MOTPY-
3uJsicsl B 3a0bIThE, HE CIIBIIIA IIAaroB, KOTOPhIE B 3TO BPeMsl IPUOIN3UINCH K ABEPH.

JIBepb OTKpBLIACh TOTYAC ke, KaK TONbKO BackakoB cHOBa rotepsist co3HaHue. HecbimHo cry-
nas 1o MyIIMCTOMY KOBPY, K TIOCTEJH, Ha KOTOpou Jiexkas Bacunmii [ puropseBrd, mopomuia Ta camast
MOJIOAasi JKeHIIMHA, KOTOpasi yBe3ja ero ¢ yIuIlbl, a C33/Ii €€ BBIPHUCOBBIBATIACH Jpyras >KEHCKast
cdurypa, u cnadblii JTyu cBeTa, BRIpBaBIIMICS U3-110] a0aXypa, 3aKPHIBABIIETO KaHAEISIOp, 03apuil
APYroe MOJIOZIOe KEHCKOE JIULIO.

— OH cnuT, — THXO MPOIIENTAaa X03siKa, HAKJIOHUBIIIKCH HaJl BaCKakOBbIM M IPUCITYIINBASICh
K POBHOMY JIBIXaHMIO, TIOJHMMABIIEMY I'PYIb MOJIOAOTO yenoBeka. — [TocMoTpu Ha Hero, CoHsl, He
MpaBjia Jii, OH 3aMevaresibHO KpacuB?

Ta, kotopyio oHa Ha3Basia CoHel, moponuia Onvke U BIrsaenach B mio Bacwmus ['puropbe-
BUYA, XOTS ¥ 00€300pakeHHOE MOBSI3KOM, 3aKPBIBABIIIEH €ro JI0O, HO IOpakaBIliee CBOMMH MTPABUIIb-
HBIMH YepPTaMHU, KPACHBBIM a0pUCOM I'y0 ¥ TEMHBIMU OPOBSIMU YAUBUTEIBHO MTPABUIILHOU (DOPMBI.

— [a, HexypeH! — mpomosnBUia oHa. — YTo %k Thl C HUM HaMepeHa Aesarth, AHoTa?

— Ilpexne Bcero — 3a1€4uTh €ro paHy, MOJYYEHHYIO UM IO MOEH BUHE.

Ee mozpyra HecJIbIIIHO paccMesiiach.

2 Ka.HHCIIH6p — OOJIBIIION TNOACBEYHUK C Pa3BETBJICHUSAMM [1JIs1 HECKOJIBKUX cBeYel Win DJIEKTPUYIECKUX JIAMII.

3 PecToH — HaKJIaiHasl BIIIIMBKA, BBIPE3KaA; 3y6leI.
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— A Tbl He OOMIIIbCS, — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, — YTO, MOKA Thl OyJelIb 3aJIeUnBaTh €ro paHy, mary-
HUIIIKa-aMyp HaHeCeT paHy TBOEMY cepaily?

Mornopnas eHIMHa T'yCTO MOKpacHeJIa.

— He mormna sxe s1 6pocuThb ero Ha mpousBoit cynpObl! Thl 3HaeIb, 1 HUKOTJA HE OTJIMYaIach
OeccepaeurieM. Thl MOHMMaEIIb, KOT/IA 51 YBUJENA, YTO OH IOTAI MOJ1 JIONIAAEH, Y MEHsI Cep/lle 3aX0-
JIOHYJIO OT yskaca. § Tak 6osiyach, 4To OH yMep, UTO THI IPEACTaBUTH cede He Moskelb. Koraa s mon-
Oexasa K HeMy, OH Ka3aJiCsl COBEPIIIEHHBIM MEPTBEIIOM.

— Ho meprBeniom o4yeHb KpacuBbIM, MHaue, 4yTo Bbl Tam, AHHa HukonaeBHa, HU roBopure,
HECMOTpsI Ha BCE Ballle MATKOCEp/EUHre, Bbl HE YJIOKMIU Obl €70 B CBOIO OCpIIMHY U HE TIPUBE3ITH Obl
ciofa, — 3akoHum1a CoHsl CO 3BOHKUM CMEXOM.

SApkas kpacka 3anwia meku AHHbI HUKonaeBHbI.

— Tumre, — BOCKJIMKHY/IA OHA, — ThI €r0 pa3OyAUIlb, EMY COH Terepb HEOOXOIUM.

— A eme 6onee HeoOxoauM U1d TeOd. [Toka OH criT, Tl MOXKEIL UM CBOOOIHO JIIOOOBATHCH;
Be/Ib ThI C HETO IJ1a3 He CITyCKaelllb. .. Jlo yero Tl BmoOunBa, AHIOTa, TaK 3TO MPOCTO YAUBUTEIHHO!
CmoTpH, 4T00 3TO HE KOHYMJIOCH OY€Hb MeYaIbHO !

— ¥V T1e6s Ha yme Tosbko rirynoctu! Tel ynuButenbHbiil yenoBek, Const! Ecim Obl 51 He 3Hana
TBOETO JOOPOro Ccepalia, Tak MOKHO OBbLJIO OBl MOAYMaTh, YTO THI BCSI COTKaHA U3 eXUJICTBA. Heyxenu
s1 He MOTY 3arjlaJjuTh CBOIO BUHY Oe3 TOro, 4To0 MeHsi He OOBMHWJIM B KaKOW-TO M3JHUIIHEH BIIIOO-
yrBOCTH? MeHs, KaXeTcsl, HUKTO B 9TOM YNpeKHYTb He MoxeT! — I AnHa HukonaeBHa oOMkeHHO
TO/IKaJla CBOM KPaCHBbIE TyOBI.

[Nonpyra ObICTPO MPUTSIHYJIA €€ TOJIOBY M 3BOHKO TOIIEIOBAIA.

— Hy, He nyiics, noxanyiicra! Bo-niepBbix, 3T0 K TeO€ 1 HE UIET, a BO-BTOPBIX, s1 HIUEro 0OuI-
HOTO HEe CKazaJja, a MMPOCTo MpejocTeperaio Tedsi. bputo Obl OUeHb MevasibHO, €Cu Obl ThI, 3aJICUHB
paHy 3TOro MOJIOJOTO YeJIOBEKa, MOMyYEeHHYI0 UM TI0 TBOEH BHHE, HaHeca eMy OoJiee Cepbe3HYI0
paHy , MOXeT OBbITb, Jake CMEPTEJIbHYIO.

— 370 4YTO 3a CTpaHHBIN HaMeK ? — OnesiHes, cripocriia AHHa HukonaeBHa.

— $1 He TONbKO HaMeEKalo, 51 TOBOPIO MPSIMO: He 3a0y/ib, uTO AJlekcaHap VIBaHOBUY peBHUB Kak
Yyepr.

— I1pu yem xe 31ech Anekcanap ViBaHoBUY? — BCIIBIXHYB, TPOrOBOPKMIIa MOJIOAAS KEHIIMHA.

CoHs norpo3usia najablieM:

— Tl HaUMHAETH CO MHOIO XUTPHTH, AHIOTa! KoMy ke He u3BecTHo B [letepOypre, uto rpad
Anexcanp VBanoBuy ['0710BKUH BiTI0OO/IEH, KaK MAPTOBCKUH KOT, B €€ CBET/IOCTh KHATUHIO Tpyoer-
Ky1o?

Anna HukomaeBHa paccMmesiiach, HO I71a3a ee ObUIA TPYCTHBI.

— $1 npoTuB 3TOrO HE CIOpIO, — CKa3ajla OHa, — HO, KAXKETCs, B TO K€ BPEMs HUKTO HE CKaXeT,
ytoObl AHHa HukonaeBHa TpyOerkas oTBeuasia Ha Komaublo M000Bb Tpacda ['onoBkuHa. S emy He
MeIlal MeHs JIIOOUTh, HO 3TO ellle He 3HAYMUT, YTOOBI 51 KOTja-HUOY/Ib OTBETUJIA HA €ro YyBCTBO, U
910 BaM, Codbst [IMUTpHEBHA, TOJKHO OBITH BEIOMO.

CoHs puCTaIBbHO TOMIIsAENa Ha TIOAPYTY, 3aTeM OBICTPO OOHsIJIA €€ TAJIMIO, TPUJIbHYJIA TyOaMu
K €€ yXy U ILLeMHyJa:

— A xouenb, AHIOTa, 51 Te0e CKaxy HOBOCTh?

— Kakyio?

— Ts1, romyOyika, BaoOIeHa, U BII0OJIeHa He B KOTO MHOTO, KaK B CEro HEBEIOMOTo KaBaJiepa. —
W oHa noBesa pykoii 1o HarpaBJIEHUIO ITOCTENH, I Jexkan backakos. ..

TpyOerkas BCIIBIXHYJIA, PE3KO OTIIATHYIACH OT MOAPYTH U IPOKAIIMM OT CMYILEHHUSI TOJIOCOM
IIPOrOBOPUJIA:

— U3 4ero Tl 3TO BbIBEJIA TAKOE 3aKJII0OUEHUE?

— U3 Toro, rony64mK, — yipi0asich, HO BIIOJTHE Cephe3HBIM TOHOM Tpofosikana Codbst Imurpu-
€BHA, — YTO JJO CErOfIHSIIHErO JHs s He ClIbIXasia oT Tedst Hruero nofgooHoro. IpaBaa, Tl He BBICKA-
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3bIBaJIa CBOEH JII0OBY [ 0JIOBKMHY, HO ellle B HeJaBHEM pa3roBOpe CO MHOM Ha MO BOITPOC, TIOM/IEIIIb
JM Thl 3aMyXk 3a AJiekcanapa VBaHoBuua, Thl OTBETHIIA, 4TO rpad ['0I0OBKMH He Takas 1uioxas nap-
TS, 4T0O KHAruHs TpyOenkas ocranach BeuHou BioBou. Hy, kisiHych Borom, ecim s 3aam tebe
TaKOM ke BOMPOC CErOJHs, TO Thl, OXKATYH, OTBETUIIIb MHE COBepIlieHHO nHaue. Hy-ka, AHioTa, Tebe
riepe;0 MHOW CKPBIBAThCSI HEYErO0 — TOBOPH MPSIMO M OTKpPOBeHHO! — U, mpuOiam3uB cBoe JIyKaBoe
JIMYUKO K camoMy Jinity TpyOenkoi, mputaBmemy sipkumM pymsHiieM, Codbst [IMuTprieBHa B3TIIsSIHY 1A
B ee [Jia3a.

Anna HukonaeBHa He BblJiepKaJia 9TOrO MBITIIMBOTO B3IV, OMYCTHIIA I71a3a U MOcIie HeOOIb-
II0r0 MOJTYAHMS MPOLIeNTaa;

— Otcranb oT MeHs! §I HMUero He 3Halo.

— Bepuee, He xo4elnIb ObITh OTKPOBEHHOM ?

— Crpannblii Tl yesioBek, Const! [1pu yeM TyT MOsi OTKpPOBEHHOCTh? YBepsiio Tebsl, UTo s cama
HE 3HAI0, YTO JIeJIaeTCsl B MOEM CepAlLle, HO. ..

— Ho 310 ceparie, — ObicTpo nepedua ee moapyra, — B AaHHYI0 MUHYTY OOJIBIIIE JIEKUT K TON
HECUACTHOM JKepTBe TBOUX JIOIIA/IeH, YeM K Haiemy musteiiiemy rpady ['onoBkuHy, He Tak jin?

TpyOernkas onsTh NOKayaia roJIOBOM M MoXaJa Iieyamu.

— He nipucragaii, s HU4ero He 3Hai, HI4Yero He 3Hawo!.. M 4to 310 y Tebs 3a nmpuBbiuka, CoHs,
HETIPEMEHHO BPbIBATHCS B UYKYIO AYIITY, HEIIPEMEHHO KOMAThCS B UY)KUX UyBCTBAX?

— lonyOymika, — HanBHO BockMKHYMa Codbst IMUTpUeBHa, — 1a YTO e MHE OOJbIlie AenaTh?
ThI 3HAEIIb, 51, KAK T€ CTAPHUYKU, KOTOPBHIM yXKe HEIOCTYITHBI 3eMHBIE PAJOCTH, JTIOOSAT CMOTPETh, KaK
PanyloTCs 3TUM PajoCTsM JIpyrue; Tak U 5: s He MOy cama JIIOOUTh, TaKk MHe, 10 KpaiiHel mepe,
MPUATHO BUIETh, KaK MATYHHUIIKA-aMyp HE3PUMOIO LIETIbI0 CKOBBIBAET Cep/Ila MOUX ONU3KHX.

— Hy na, — nporoBopuiia Anna HukomnaeBHa, oOpagoBaHHasi, YTO MOKHO NEPEMEHUTh TEMY
Pas3roBopa, YUTH OT IIEKOTIMBOTO JIOOOMBITCTBA MOAPYTHU, — HY J1a, TaK 51 Te0e W MOBEpPIO, YTOObI B
JBAIIATh JEBATH JIET Tl CyMesia 3acyIIUTh CBoe cepare! DTo, poaHasi, paccKa3biBail KOMY-HUOY/Ib
Apyromy.

OxwuBnenHoe Tuunko COHM MOTEMHEI0, TOYHO TIOIEPHYJIOCh BHE3AIMTHO HaOeKaBIIeH TYUYKOH,
CMeIoIIMecs I71a3a Kak Obl MOTYXJIM, M OHA TUXO IPOMOJIBUJIA:

— Thl1, KaxeTcs1, 3Haelllb, AHIOTA, YTO sl COBCEM He OpaBHpyIo. .. 51 He 3acyImia cBoero cepaia.
Ta m000Bb, KOTOpasi MblJIajla B HEM ellle TaK HeJaBHO, TOPUT B HEM TeM ke HeyraCUMbIM OTHEM U
MEJJIEHHO C)KUTaeT MOIo Ku3Hb. HO 51 HMKOr/1a yoKe He Momo0IIi0 HUKOTo APYTroro, HUKOTI/IA He U3MEHIO
MaMATH MOETo HecyacTHOro Motu.

[Tpu 5TOM MIMEHH B ee I71a3aX CBEPKHYIIU CIE3UHKHN U MEJVIEHHO CKaTHJIKCh TI0 TOOJIeAHEBILINM
HIEKaM.

— A THI yBepeHa, — THXO0, TeM Xe TevaIbHbIM, CIOBHO HAATPECHYTHIM TOHOM, Kak Obl cama
MIPOHUKASICh TPYCTBIO, OXBATHBIIEH ee Moapyry, cnpocuiaa TpyOelkasi, — Thl yBepeHa, uto Marseit
AnekcanapoBuy ymep?

— Koneuno! On 6bu1 cocnan B ToO0/MbCK, M BOT HEAABHO 1 MUcala K MECTHOMY BOEBOJIE
3arpsikCKOMy, U OH MHE OTBETWJI, YTO MOTS CKOHYAJICS Yepe3 TpU Mecsla MOcJie CBOEro Mpues/a.
Jla 3To Hy)HO ObLIO K JaTh. KTO momaneT B OWpOHOBCKUE 3aCTEHKH, TOT YK€ He JKHJIEI] Ha 9TOM CBETe,
Jaxe eciv Obl BBIIIIEN KMBBIM M3 PYK nasiaueii! — M onsTh CIe3MHKY 3aCBEpKaJIU B €€ I71a3aX U CHOBA
MOKATHJIMCh IO IIEKAM.

Ha Heckobko MUHYT BOLIApHIIOCH TSKEJI0€ MOTYaHKe, M B 3TO camoe BpeMsi backakoB cHOBa
OYHYJICSI, CHOBA OTKPBUI IJ1a3a U CHOBA TOMJIsIAET KPYyroM ceOsi ¢ u3ymiieHneM. THIIMHA, CTOsIBINAs
B KOMHarte, ooMany’a ero. TpyOelkasi v ee ogpyra CTOsUTM B M3TOJIOBbE €r0 MOCTENH, U OH He MOT
BUZETh UX, HO BAPYT €ro ClIyXa KOCHYJICS JIETKMIA B3[10X, M1 MEJIOJUYHBII IOJI0C, TOUHO yTelIas KOro-
TO, IPOTOBOPUIL:

— He mnaub, Cong! Twl 1 Tak MHOIO IUIaKaIA.
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— Jla, MHe Ka3aJoch, YTO 51 y’Ke BBIIUIAKaJla BCE CJIe3bl, — MOCbImaics backakoBy apyroi
roJIoC, — MHE Ka3aJloCh, YTO Teleph B MOEM Cepille He OCTAlIOCh HUYEro, KpoMe JIIOOBU K MaMsITH
Mortu 1a HeHaBHCTH K 311071e10 brupony. Ho, oka3piBaeTcsl, ciie3bl elie He COBCEM HCCSKIIN; BITPOUEM,
OHH BBICOXHYT, UX YTOJIMT TJIaMsI MOEH HEHaBUCTH.

ITOT pa3roBop, T KEHCKUe royoca emie o6onee usymmwin Bacumis ['puropseBuya. Temnepb
YK OH HE COMHEBAJICS, UYTO OH HE CIIHT, 1, YTOOBI YBUIETh, KTO TYT pa3roBapuBaeT, YTOObI HAKOHEII
y3HaTh, Kyia OH TIOTaJI, OH TIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY, MPUTIOIHSJICS HA JIOKTE U B3IJISIHYJ B Ty CTOPOHY, I/Ie
3ByYaJIU TOJIOCA.

Ero nBwkeHue He YCKOJB3HYJIO OT YyTKOro ciyxa TpyOelkoid: oHa OBICTpO OOepHYyJach K
TIOCTEJTU ¥ yBU/IENA YCTPEMIICHHBIN Ha ce0s1 TMXOPAJOYHBIN B3I YepHBIX 11a3. OXKUBIEHHOE 3TUM
B3IJISIIOM JIMIIO TIOKA3aJI0Ch € ellle KpachBee, M OHa TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK 3a0MJIOCh Y Hee Cepalle.
OHa TOpOIUIMBO MOAIONIA K MTOCTENY, HAKJIOHWIACh HaJl BackakoBbIM M IPOroBopuIIa:

— Bo1 npunium B ceds, BbI ounyauch? Kak s paga! Hy, kak Bbl cedst 4yBcTBYeTe?
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VI
ITo Teuenuro

Ycaplas MeIoanYHbIN ToJI0C MOJIOION JKEHIUHBI, HAKJIOHUBIIICHCS HA/l HUM, YBUJIEB JIACKO-
BBII B3I/ TITYOOKHMX OapXaTUCTBIX T1a3, Bacummii ['puropbeBUY OMsIiTh roTOB OBUT MIOyMaTh, YTO
€My BUIUTCS KaKOK-TO CTPAHHBIN COH, YTO U 3TO KPAaCUBOE JIUIIO, U STOT MEJIOAWYHBIN TOJIOC HE YTO
MHOE, KaK TUIOf ero OOJIbHOM I'pe3bl.

TpyOetikas, Bujs, 9to ee OOJIBHON He OTBEYaeT, CHOBA TIOBTOPUJIA CBOW BOIPOC:

— Hy, kax xe BbI ce0s1 uyBcTByeTe? He oueHb Bam OOJIbHO?

—IIpocrute, — mpodopmotan backakoB, — CKaxkuUTe MHe, paju O0ra, rjie 51, YT0 CO MHOM, KTO BbI?

— Pa3Be BBl He IOMHUTE, YTO C BAMHU CITyYHJIOCH ?

— IlomHIO, HO OYeHb CMYTHO; MEHSI, KaKeTcCsl, CIIMOIIA UbsI-TO JIOIIA/Ib.

— Ha, na! U, k HecuacThblo, 3T JIOIIA/Ib 0Ka3aJ1ach MOEI0, MOM Kydep ObUT TAK HEOCTOPOXKEH, UTO
HaexaJl Ha Bac. Bhl ynanu, v s mpuBe3Jia Bac K ceOe, cunTas ceOs IyOOKO BUHOBATOM Tepe]] BAMHU.

T CIOBa, KaK APKHUI CBET JIYHHOT'O JIyya, BOPBABIIUICS B TEMHYIO MIJTy HOYM, OCBETHIIU
TAUMHCTBEHHBIII MpakK, OKyThIBaBLIMI BackakoBa. OH MOMEHTaJIbHO YCIIOKOWJICS U, YK€ C BECEJIOW
YJIBIOKOM TSI/ Ha MOJIOAYIO JKEHIIMHY, Pa3rOBapUBAaBIIYIO C HUM, CKa3aJl:

— Tak BOT B yeM ziesio! 3HA4MT, s1 ObUT TaK HEJIOBOK, YTO HaJIENal BaM eIle XJIONoT?

TpyOenkas yabIOHYIaCh B CBOIO OUY€pe/ib:

— BpI, Kaxkercs, TOTOBBI ceOs1 OOBHHSATH B TOM, YTO MOM JIOIIA/IA UyTh He 3a1aBuiu Bac? ITo,
KOHEYHO, YepTa, CBOMCTBEHHAs! MOJIOZIOCTH, HO 51 COBCEM HE XOUY MUCTIBITHIBATH BaIlly JIIOOE3HOCTb, 5
r1yOOKO BUHOBATa Niepe]l BaMH U TIPOIIy y Bac MPOIEHUs 3a Ty, XOTS U HEBOJIbHYIO, BUHY.

—Ho B ueMm xe Bbl BUHOBATHI ? — UCKpeHHe yauBwiicst Bacummii ['puropbeBud. — Ckopee BAHOBAT
s caM, YTO TEPeXOIuT Yepe3 YIUIly, MOrpyKeHHbI B JyMbl. Ha CTOMUYHBIX ylIWIlaX 3TOTrO JieNiaTh
HE CJIeayerT.

— Ho Benb BB ObLTH Ha BOJIOCOK OT cMepTr! Kak ckazan Bpad, eciu Obl yaap KOITBITOM TPHIIIEIICS
HEMHOTO OJIFKe K BHCKY, TO CIIACTH Bac ObLJIO Obl OYEHBb TPYIIHO.

Becenas yneiOka onsath o3apuiia amio backakosa.

— U onsarb-Taku B 3TOM ObUIa ObI TOJBKO MOSI BUHA, a YK HMKaK He Bama. Her, Het, paau
Oora, 1 He cTapaiiTech JOKa3biBaTh MHE MPOTHBHOE! He Bbl BAHOBATHI TIepeIo MHOM, a, HAIIPOTUB, 4,
YTO CBOEI0 HEOCTOPOKHOCTBIO HAJEJIal BaM TaK MHOTO XJIONOT. W eciiv BbI XOTUTE MUCTIONHUTD MOIO
pochOy, Tak s BaM Oy/1y OueHb OnaromapeH.

Moroziast JKeHIIMHA, CUMITAaTUsI KOTOpor K BackakoBy paspacrayiach Bce CUJIbHEE W CUIIbHEE,
OBICTPO OTO3BAJIACK:

— I'oBopurte, paau 6ora! HyxxHo Kyna-HuOyab» nocaars? MI3BBECTUTh O TOM, B KAKOM TOJIOKEHUN
BbI HaxoauTech? CKakuTe aapec, U s TOTYAC ke MOIUTI0 HAPOYHOTO.

BackakoB crienait oTpuIiatesbHOe ABMKEHUE TOIOBOM, 1 HOoIIast 0071b, yTHXINas ObLIO AaBeya,
CHOBa BO300HOBMJIACK. Jlerkasi rpuMaca mpoliuia Mo ero JIMIy, HO OH Mepecuini ceost:

— Her, Her, MHe u3Bemiath HeKoro, y MeHs1 B [letepOypre HET 3HAKOMBIX, U 51 37IeCh COBCEM
qyXoi yesioBeK. S Obl MOMpPOCKIT Bac BEJIETh OTBE3TH MEHsI Ha TOT 3a€3KUH ABOP, TJIe s1 OCTAHOBUJICS.

TpyOenkas nmobienHe a 1 TOPOILTMBO BO3pas3ma:

— O Her, 31Ol IPOCkOBI Balllel s1 He ucrosHo! Bpau 3anmpeTns Bam Maieiiiiiee JBUKEHUE, U
BBI, YK XOTUTE HE XOTUTE, MPUATHO 3TO BaM WM HETIPHUATHO, a JOJIKHBI OyJeTe mpoJiekarh JO TeX
nop, ToKa He OyJeT HUKaKOW OMacHOCTH.

Ee nackoBble cioBa TerIoN BOJHOM MPOIILTH 1O cepaiy backakosa. Dta 3a00TIMBOCT O HEM
TPOHYJIA €T0 JO TTyOUHBI AyIIIH.

— BbI cyumiikoM 100psI, — IPOTOBOPHIT OH, — M Balll 00pa3 Oy/IeT JIydIliiM BOCIOMUHAHUEM O

[NetepOypre, 0 KOTOPOM sI, MOXET ObITh, Oymy Jake kanerb. Ho s, BO BCIKOM cily4ae, He 37I0yIo-
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TpeOJIIo BallliM TeprieHueM 1 JI0OpPOTOI0: MHE KaKeTCsl, UTO JIHS yepe3 1Ba 5 OyIy B COCTOSTHUM ykKe
TIOIHSAITHCS HA HOTM U yeXaTh B MOCKBY.

Cepaiie MOJIOI0H KEHIIIMHBI IIPY 3TOW (ppa3e KaK-TO CTPAHHO CXKaJloCh, HO OHA MPEKHUM Bece-
JILIM TOHOM OTO3BaJIach:

— Koryia BBl BcTaHeTe Ha HOTH, BB COBEPIIIEHHO CBOOO/HBI, a ITOKa BbI — MO TUIEHHUK. Terepb
YCIIOKOMTECH, TaK Kak BOJTHEHUE BaM Bpe/iHO. Ceitvac 1 BaM MPULILTIO ITOYKUHATb, & 3aTEM CIIOKOMHOW
HOYH, YTPOM s OMSITh 3aiijly MPOBeAaTh Bac.

Ona otoriia ot ocreu, Opocuia Ha BackakoBa mpoIaIbHbIN B3I/ M 3aTEM, OOHSIB 32 TAJIHIO
CoHI0 1 cTapasich He CMOTPETh Ha ee JIyKaBo YJIbIOABIIIeeCs JIUIIO, BHIIIUIA BMECTE C HEI0 N3 KOMHATHI.

Korma nBepb 3a HUMM 3aTBOpMIIACh, BackakoB HEBOJIBHO YIILIOHYJICS.

— 41 He MoTy MOXkaIOBaThCsI, — MPOIIETITANI OH, TOYHO Pa3roBapvBasi caM ¢ COOOI0, — YTO OJHA
4acTh MOEH MPOrpaMMbl, HAMeUeHHON MHOIO B MOCKBe, Kak 51 Oyy IPOBOIUTH BPeMsI B IPUHEBCKOM
CTOJIWIIE, — He WCTIONHWIIACH. S exast ciofa i TOro, 4ToObl MOBECEUThCS U UCTIBITaTh KOW-KaKue
npukJoueHus. Becesbs s 3/1ech He HaIles, HO B MPUKIIOYEHHUSIX 3aTO U3JUIIEK. TOMBKO YeThIpe THS
s B [lerepOypre, a yx 3T0 — BTopoe npukioueHue. U, yquBuTeibHast Belllb, Cyb0a TOYHO UTPAET CO
MHOW: 00a pa3a — M BUYEpa, M CETOHS — MHE TPO3UJIa CMepTeNIbHasl OMACHOCTh, U s OJIAronoyYHO
n36aBwics ot Hee. O4eBUIHO, CybOa OJIArOBOIUT KO MHE, HO BCe-TaKM ee UCKYIIaTh He cieayeT. B
TPEeTUi pa3 OHA MOXKET U3MEHUTb, a MOITOMY, KaK TOJBKO 51 MIOIHUMYCh HA HOTH, a 3TO, 5 TyMalo,
Oy/IeT OUeHb CKOpO, 1 TOTYAC ke yeay B MockBy. Bee-Taku y MeHs OyIyT XOpOIlie BOCTIOMUHAHUS,
a C MEHsI ¥ 3TOr0 COBEPIIIEHHO JOCTATOYHO. . .

Opnnako backakoBy He mpuIUIOCch yexath B MOCKBY U uepes J1Ba JHsI, He MPUIILIOCh YeXaTh U
yepes Henemo. HesHaunTembHast cama 1o ceOe paHa Ha roJIoBe BIPYT OCJIOKHUIIACh HEPBHOW TOPSTI-
KO, KOTOpast MPUKOBAJIA €r0 K MOCTeN M B JoMe KHATHHU TpyOerkoi Ha OueHb J0JIT0e BpeMsl.

TpyOelikas, ¢ OQHON CTOPOHBI, STOMCTHUYECKU 00pagoBaIach TOMY, U4TO CylabOa He Tak CKOPO
pasiyydaer ¢ 3aMHTEPECOBABIIIUM €€ YeJIOBEKOM, C JIPYrOil — CTPAITHO TPEBOKMIIACH 32 €r0 KU3Hb U
BCE 9TO BpeMsI POBOIWIIA OKOJIO €r0 MOCTENIH, TO 3aMHUpast OT CTpaxa, KOrja OH METAJICSl B TOpsTuey-
HOM Opefy, TO TOPKEeCTBYS, KOrJja Ha Hero HaXOJAWIM MUHYTHI IIPOCBETJICHUS U K HEMY BO3Bpalla-
JIOCbh CO3HAHMUE.

Mornonas Hatypa B3sijla cBoe. Yepe3 Tpu HeJle/id OracHOCTh MUHOBAIA, U Bacummii ['puropnbe-
BUY, CTPAIITHO MOXY/IEBIIINIA 32 BpeMs1 O0JIE3HU, CTaJl OBICTPO MOMPABIATHCS. M OMATh, KaK B TO BpeMs,
KOIJla OH MeTaJjicsl B JKapy, Tak W Tenepb, AHHa HukonaeBHa moutu He OTXOAUJIA OT ero MocTesu,
yXaXuBas 3a HUM C TaKOW HEeKHOU 3a00ToM, ¢ Takoi jackoi, uto Codbs [IMHUTpHeBHaA TiepecTaia
yXe yIbI0aThCsl, & COBEPIIEHHO CEPhE3HO 3aMETHIa CBOEH ToapyTe:

— Hy, Aniora, Teneph, Kaxkercs, KOHUEHO, Cyap0a Chirpajia ¢ TOOOW CKBEPHYIO IIYTKY, W S
CEphE3HO OMacaloCh MOCIIEACTBUI STOM IIYTKH, Koraa Asekcanap MBaHOBUY y3HAeT HaKOHEI] MpH-
YMHY TBOEU K HEMY XOJIOIHOCTH.

JleficTBUTENIBHO, €€ OrnaceHus ObUIM BIOJHE MOHATHBL. AHHAa HuKomaeBHa 710 3TOM ClTy4ailHOM
BCTpeuu ¢ backakoBbIM, ITpaB/ia, HEe MOKa3bIBajia OTKPHITON cuMmaTuu K rpady ['ooBKUHY, yXxaxu-
BaBIIIEMY YyXke JaBHO 3a Helo, HO IPUHMMAJIa 9TH yxXaxubanus. [Ipu 1Bope U B CBETE CTAJIM OTKPHITO
Ha3bpBaTh [ 0JIOBKMHA ee sxeHUXoM. TpyOerkasi, CIbliia TH TOJIKHU, MOKMMaJa TUiedaMu, HO He OTpo-
Beprajia ux, 4eM BBOIWJIA CBETCKUX KyMYIIIeK B elrle OoJbliee 3a0myxaeHue, a Anekcadap MBano-
BUY OBUT OT JQYIIMA paj 3TUM TOJIKaM, Tak Kak KHATWHsA TpyOelkas HpaBWIach eMy U Kak KpacH-
Basl KEHIIWHA, U KaK JIIoOnMasi (ppeiiyinHa IOKOWMHOW roCyIapblHU, MMEBIIas I'POMAHbIE CBS3H, U,
HaKOHeIl, KaKk o0JiajlaTe/IbHHIIA OUYeHb KPYIMHOro KanmuTaina. OQuImMaibHOro mpejioKeHnus OH eil He
Jena, HO, YCIIOKOGHHBIM TOPOJICKUMU TOJIKaAMH, COOMPAJICS €ro CeaTh B EPBYIO yIOOHYIO MUHYTY,
Y TOJILKO CMEPTh TOCYAAphIHU MOMeIana ero HamepeHusiM. OH HUYero He 3Hasl 00 ucropuu ¢ bac-
KakoBbIM. TpyOerkas mouemy-To ymondana o0 TOM, HO OH BAPYT 3aMeTHJI pe3KyIo MiepeMeHy, Mpo-
UCIIEITYIO B MOJIOZIOH JKEHIIMHE 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K HeMy. OHa Obl1a Beeryia ¢ HuM JiioOe3Ha, Beera
OYeHb PAIYIIHO ero NMPUHUMAJIA, TIO3BOJISJIA UHOTAA €My 3aCHKUBAThCS MIPOTUB OOBIYAs STUKETA,
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OJ1aroCKJIOHHO BBICITYIIIMBASI €r0 JTI0OE3HOCTH, HO, KOTIa OH IpHUeXasl K Hel JHS Yepes3 TP MOcie TOro,
kak BackakoBa crimOnm ee normaan, AHHa HukonaeBHa Oblia cCOBCeM He Ta, 4To Ipexe. Berperna
OHa €ro, Nnpasja, NO-MPEeKHEMY PaLylIHO, HO €€ IJ1a3a CMOTPEIM KaK-TO XOJIOAHO U kecTKo. ['oBo-
pUJIa OHa C HUM JIIDOE3HO, HO, KOTJa OH B3/IyMaJl, KaK Mpex/[e, MOLeIoBaTh el pyKy, OHA BCIIBIXHYJIA
Y pEe3KO BBIpBaJIa CBOIO PYKY Y Hero. Uepes aBa JiHsI Mocjie 3TOro oHa Obljia COBCEM 3aMETHO XOJIOTHA
C HUM, a ellle yepe3 HECKOJIbKO THEH, MPOCHIEB C HUM He 0oJiee eCATH MUHYT, OHa OTTOBOPUJIACH
T'OJIOBHOM OOJIBIO M 32CTaBUJIA €70 COKPATUTH CBOM BU3UT, HA YTO OH COBEPILIEHHO HE PAaCCUMTHIBA.
Bce aTo nopaxano Anexkcanapa MiBaHoBHYA, BCE 3TO TOHENb3S1 YAUBIISIIO €T0.

Mauto-nnomany B HEM MPOCHYJHUCh MMOAO3PEHNUS], BCIIE] 3a MOJO3PEHUSMU B CEPALIE KOJIBIXHY-
Jlach PEBHOCTb, M OH CTaJl MIBITJIMBO OTHICKMBATh B CBOEU MaMsTHU BCEX TeX, KTO MOT MEepelTH eMy
JOpOry.

Codbs ImutpreBHa HegapoM TpeBokmIach. ['pad ['0JIOBKUH CITbLT 32 UeI0BEKa MCTUTEILHOTO
1 ’KECTOKOIo, M MOJIOAAs! ’KEHIIMHA MPEKPacHO MOHMMAJa, 4To, eciau Ajekcanap MBanoBuu mpo-
HUKHET B TallHy cepila KHATMHU TpyOelKoi, ecii OH y3HaeT O CTPAaHHOM TallUeHTe, BOT yXke TpU
HeJIeIM HaXOASIIeMCsl B JIOME TOW JKEHILMHBI, KOTOPYIO OH XOTeJ Ha3BaTh CBOEW KEHOM, — U AHHE
HuxkonaeBHe, 1 ee mpotexe rpo3ar Torma oombinve HenpustHoctu. Ho TpyOerkast, oTymMaHeHHast
4aJIoM JIIOOBH, BCIILIXHYBIIIEH B ee cepjlle, He TpuaaBaia Mectu rpaga ['o1oBKMHA HU MaJleHIero
3HAYECHUSI.

— Tbl HanlpacHO Myraenibes, Jynieyka, — ckasaja oHa CoHe B OTBET Ha ee MpeJoCTepeKEeHu s, —
MHe 00siThcsl Heuero: Astekcanip MIBaHOBUY He MMeeT HUKAKKX MPaB Ha MOE Ceplie, a CTaJIO ObITh,
Y Ha MEHsI.

— [la, HO Bezb €ro Bce Ha3blBAJIM TBOUM KEHUXOM.

— Bce, kpoMe MeHs, U s yMalo, 4TO B TAKUX BOIIPOCAX 51 XOTh YTO-HUOYIb 1A 3HATY.

— Bce 370 Tak, HO ThI IOJKHA MPUHSATH B pacyeT, 4To ['0JIOBKMHY OYEeHb XOTEJIOCh CTaTh TBOMM
MYykKeM, U OH OyIeT MCTUTh XOTsI Obl TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO €TrO IUIaHbI pa3pylieHsl. Bo BcskoMm ciyyae,
MIOMHH TOJILKO, YTO OCTOPOKHOCTh HE MEIIAeT, M YeM OCTOPOKHEe Thl Oy/elb, TEM JTyYlIle.

Anna HukomnaeBHa GecriedHO OTMaxHYyJIach PyKOM, HO He JIaJibllie KaK Ha JAPYrou JeHb el Mpu-
iock yoenuTbes, uto Asnekcanap MBanosud ['0JIOBKMH He ocTaBuil cBoero HamepeHust. OH perm
cepbe3HO ToroBoputh ¢ TpyOerkoii 1, He oOpaias BHUMaHUS Ha TO, YTO TeNeph BpeMsl Tpaypa,
pemn caenars el npeaioxenue. [IpuexaB Ha apyroi aeHs nocie Toro, kak Codbst IMutpueBHa
npenocrepersia TpyOelikyio, U cpa3dy 3aMeTuB, YT0 AHHa HukonaeBHa HacTpoeHa MPOTUB HEro He
TOJIBKO XOJIOZIHO, HO BPak/1eOHO, OH HE CMYTHUJICS STUM U TIPSIMO TIPUCTYIIHJI K JIeTTy.

— Bbl 1aBHO OMXHBI OBLTM 3aMETUTh, KHATHHS, — HA4aJl OH, — 4TO 51 ObIBAIO Y Bac HE TOJIBKO
B KaYeCTBE MPOCTOr0 3HAKOMOTO.

TpyOelikas MoHsJIa, K YeMy OH BeJIeT peub; B ee IyIIie 3allIeBeTUIach HETIOHSITHAS IIPOTUB HETO
371002, 1 OHA HACMEIIUIMBO TIPepBaa ero:

— 41 He 3ameyara 3TOro, Tak Kak HUKOI/Ia HUYEro MHOTO U HE MpeJronaraia.

TemHble 171232 ['0OJTOBKMHA CBEPKHY/IM 3JIOOHBIM OTOHBKOM, M OH, YyBCTBYS, UYTO OHA HaJl HUM
HACMeXaeTcsl, 3aX0TeJNl CKopee AOMTH /10 KOHIIA.

— Hackonbko s MOMHIO, — IPOrOBOPUJI OH C 3aMETHBIM BOJIHEHMEM, — Bbl paHee HECKOJIbKO
OTJIEJISUTA MEHSI OT TOJIITBI TIPOCTBHIX 3HAKOMBIX, HO, €CJIM BaM YTOJHO 3a0BITh 00 3TOM — 51 HACTauBaTh
He OyIdy U TOJBKO CKaXy BaM, KHSTWHS, YTO s1 HUKOTJA He ObLT CJICNIBIM YeJIOBEKOM M HUKOT/IA He
ObLJT YEJIOBEKOM IJTYTIbIM.

Io rybam TpyGernkoit mpodesxaa ycmerika. OH rmoimat 3Ty yCMEIIKy U BCIIBIXHYI 10 KOPHEH
BOJIOC.

— Hu s xoro B [letepOypre, — Mpogomkan oH, — He TallHa, 4To 5 JTOOMI0 Bac, HU JUIsT KOTO
B [letepOypre He TaiiHa, 4TO 51 XOTeJ CAENATh BaM IMpeJIokKeHUe U ObUT Obl OUeHb CUYACTIIUB, €CIIH
Obl BBI IIPUHSLIA €TO.

OH xoTen npojgokarh, Ho AHHa HukonaeBHa pe3ko nepedusa ero:

33



A. TI. IMaBnoB. «Y cryneHei TpoHa»

— Bbl MOxeTe He npoioikaTh, rpad; MHE SICHO, K 4YeMy Bbl BCE 9TO TOBOPUTE U O YEM XOTUTE
CKa3aThb. I He COMHEBAlOCh, UYTO BbI ObLTM OBl OYEHb CUACTIIMBBI KEHUTHCS Ha BIOBE KHs3s Tpyoerr-
KOro, HO 1, rpad), He HaX0Ky HUKAKOrO CUACThsI B 9TOM M COBCEM HE XOUy MOKa MEHSTh CBOIO (pamu-
JINIO.

T'onoBKMH HE TOJBKO MOOJIETHEN, HO JIaXke MO3eJIeHe T OT 3JI0CTH, U JIUIIO ero UCKA3MIIOCh CY/I0-
porof.

— Jpyrumu cjiioBamu, 3HAUUT, Bbl MHE OTKa3biBaeTe?

— BbI He ommoIHCh, HO TOJTBKO TIPUMUTE K CBeJIeHUI0, Aslekcanap MiBaHOBWY, UTO 51 BaM OTKa-
3BIBAIO HE TTIOTOMY, UTO BB MHE HE HPaBUTECh, UTOO 5 BAC CYMTAIIA HEXOPOIIIMM YeJIOBEKOM, a TIPOCTO
MOTOMY, YTO S HE XOUYy BBIXOAMTH 3aMYK, YTO MHE MOSI BIOBbSI CBOOOIA TOPOKE HOBBIX 30JIOTHIX
LIeNel 3aMYKEeCTBa; sl OTKa3bIBAI0 BaM TaK ke, KaKk OTKa3aJia YK€ MHOI'MM, UCKABIIUM MOEH PYKHU.

lonoBKMH HUKOTIA HEe OTIMYAIICS OOJBINOI caepkaHHOCThI0. OH Bcerga OblT rpy0 U pa3apa-
KUTEJICH, Hepe/IKO 3a0biBasi pa3HUILY MEXKIy KazapMaMH U CBETCKOW TOCTUHOM, HO pa3pylleHUe ero
IJIAHOB, TOT OTKAa3, KOTOPOTo OH HUKAaK He KJal oT TpyOerkoii, OKOHYATETbHO JIUIIIIN €0 CaMO-
obnananus. OH Aep3KO paccMesiyICs U TTOYTU BBIKPUKHYIT:

— BBl cOBEpITIIEHHO HAITPACHO XOTUTE MO30J0TUTH ITY MuJttoio! [ToBTOpsio Bam, UTO 51 HUKOTA
He OBbUT ITTYIIIOM | MIPEKPacHO BUKY, B ueM jesto. [Ipexae B Bac HUKTO He 3aMeval, a s TeM MeHee,
JKeJIaHUS OCTaThCS BIOBOM.

AnHa HukonaeBHa yCMEXHYJIACH:

— BoI coBceM 3a0biBaeTech, cynapb! Kaxercs, s BoJbHA B CBOMX IMOCTYIIKAX, U MHE HEKOMY
OTJaBaTh B HUX OTYETA.

— 4 u He TpeOyl0 y Bac OTUeTa, s MPOCTO BBHICKA3BIBAIO CBOE YIWBJICHUE U, KAXKETCs, UMEI0
TMOJTHOE TIPaBO Ha 3TO.

— 41 BaM He J1aBajia Takoro IpaBa M HUKOTAA HE JAaM.

— Henpasaa! — mpormumnesn oH, MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO HAKJIOHSICh K Hel. — Bbl mpuHUMau Mou yxa-
KUBaHUs, BBl HE TIPOTUBOPEUYMIIM TOJKAM O BO3MOKHOCTH Opaka MekJ1y HaMH, Bbl CJIBIIIAIN, YTO
MeHS Ha3bIBAIOT BAIIMM KEHMXOM, BAIlIMM OYIYIIUM MYKEM, U SICHO ObLJIO BCEM, UTO Bbl HUCKOJIBKO
HE TIPOTUB ITOTO.

Anna HukomnaeBHa, OneiHasi, Tperienyias, ¢ 37bIMH CJIe3aMH Ha T71a3ax, cTaja BO BeCh POCT.

— BoI Bo3MyTuUTENBHO BezeTe cedsl, cylaph! — MpOoroBopuia OHa JPOTHYBIIMM rojiocoM. — Bot
Ternephb, ceyac, HECMOTPsl Ha TO YTO Bbl HE MMeEETe HaJl0 MHOM HUKAKOHW BJIACTH, BbI MO3BOJISIETE
ceOe 00panaThCcs CO MHOM Tak JIEP3KO M TPy00, KaK 3TO BOAUTCS, MOXKET OBITh, TOJIBKO MEXIY MYKH-
kamu. .. Coracurech caMu, 4ToO ObLIO OBl CJIMIITKOM TJTYTIO CAEJIaThCs JKEHOIO TUKAPS.

OHa noBepHYJIach U, 1ake He KUBHYB €My, HAIPaBUIach K JBEPSIM.

—INocroiite! — KpUKHYJ OH, HOTOHSISA ee. — BBl XOpoImo 0O gyMasiv MocieICTBHS CBOETro OTKa3a?

Ona nomyoOepHy/Iach K HeMy U CMEpHJIa ero ¢ HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI MPE3PUTENILHBIM B3TJISIOM.

— MHe Heuero oOyMbIBaTh, MOE pellieHre HeM3MEeHHO! — IMTPOroBopusIa OHa TBEpIO. — Barei
JKEHOU 51 HUKOT[a He Oyy ¥l HaIeloCh, UTO €CJIM HaM U TTPUAETCS KOrJa-HUOY/Ib ellle pa3 BCTPETUTHCS C
BaMH, TO BHI He OyJIeTe HACTOJILKO JIEP3KHU, YTOOBI pa3bITPHIBATH MOETO 3HAKOMOTO — 51 C BAMU OOJIbITIe
He3Hakoma! — W, mpou3Hecs: 3TU 3aKJII0YUTENIbHBIE CJIOBA CAMBIM MPE3PUTETbHBIM TOHOM, KHSTUHS
OBICTPO IarHyJia K JABepH, TOUYHO OOsICh, UTO rpad ee onsTh OCTAHOBHUT, U TOPOIUIMBO MPUTBOPHIIA
ee 3a COOOM.

OcraBimch onuH, ['0JIOBKMH 37100HO paccMesiicsl ¥ KUHYJ Ha JBEpb, 32 KOTOPOW CKpPbLIACh
kHATUHA TpyOerkasi, TaKOW CTPAITHBIA B3I/, YTO eciv Obl MOJIOfas JKEeHIIMHA TIOICMOTpeNa ero,
TO, KOHEYHO, B €€ Cep/Ille POIWIIMCH Obl OTTACeHUS.

34



A. TI. IMaBnoB. «Y cryneHei TpoHa»

VII
Hounnie roctn

Bbi10 0KOJIO IBEHAIIATH YaCOB HOYM, KOT/Ia K ABYXSTAXKHOMY KAMEHHOMY JOMY, TEMHOM Mac-
COll cTosiBIIEMy Ha yrity HabepexHoi KpacHoro kaHanma u MoIkoBa rnepeyika, OIUH 3a JpyruM
CTaJIM TIOJXOIUTh YEIOBEYECKME TeHU, HECIIBIITHO CTYMasl MO CKOJIb3KUM MOCTKaM, TSHYBIIUMCS OT
Ka3eHHOM arTeKu BILIOTh JI0 3TOTO I0Ma, M TaK ke HECIIBIIITHO, KaK ¥ TIOJ00aeT TeHIM, Mcue3asi B ero
cTeHe, BeixoauBlIer Ha KpacHblid kaHall.

Ha nerepOyprckux ynuiax, KpoMe TexX MecCT, I7ie CTOsiIa TIOJHIIEHCKast CTpaxa J1a YHbLIO Mpu-
TaWJIACh ITUKETHI, PACCTABJIEHHBIE TIO TPpUKa3aHuio bupoHa, He Obi10 HY y1i. Haj roponom HaBUCTa
YyepHasi MIJIa, KOTOPYIO JaXke He Pa3rOHsTM OTHU, TaK KaK BCe OKHA IaBHO yxke ObUI TeMHBI. B Mor-
KOBOM ke Tepeyiike U Ha 6epery KpacHoro kaHasa qaxe He CTOSIJIO IIMKETa, U TOITOMY TEMHBIE TEHH,
HAITpaBJISIBIIUECS K YITIOBOMY JIOMY, HE BHI3BIM HUYbETO JIIOOOMBITHOTO BHUMAHHUSI.

ITOT yIJI0BOYM IOM HEKOT/a MpUHAJIeKall MPUHITY [ ONbIITeHHCKOMY, a B TIOCTIe/IHEEe BpeMsI B
HeM nocenuiack npuHiecca Ennsasera [leTpoBHa, KOTOPOH MOYEMY-TO OHPABUIICS 3TOT MPAYHbIN
nom. Cyzisi o TOMy, UTO B OKHaX 9TOrO IoMa He ObLJI0 3aMETHO JJake y3eHBKOMH IMOJIOCKH CBETa, MOKHO
ObLIO TPENoNOXuTh, uTo U cama Enmzasera [leTpoBHa, 1 Bce oOMUTATENM €€ CKPOMHOTO JIBOpIA
JaBHO yXe TOrPYy3WINCh B cOH. HO TeHM, OIXOAMBIIIME HECTIBIIIHO K JOMY MPHHIIECCH, OUYEBUIHO,
WJIM HE 3HAJIM 3TOTO0, WK ObUTH YBEpeHbI B IPOTUBHOM. OHU He 0Opaiiaiy HA MaJieliero BHUMaHuU st
Ha TEMHbIE OKHA M YBEPEHHOW MOCTYIHIO, KaK JIIOAW, KOTOpbIE 3HAIOT, YTO WX KAYT, MOAXOIWIA K
KaJIUTKe, TMPOJINIAHHON B CTEHE, JISTOHBKO CTYKaJIM B HEee JIBa pa3a U 3aTeM TOTYAC jKe CKPHIBAJIHChH
3a IBepbl0, KOTOpasi CHOBA 3aTBOPSLJIACh 32 HUMH.

Ecmu Obl kakoi-HUOY/Ab JIIOOOMBITHBIA YeJTOBEK 3aMHTEPEeCOBAICS ITUM M CTaJl CUMTATh,
CKOJIBKO Y€JIOBEK IMPOIILIO B 3TY KATUTKY, OH Obl, 0€3yCIOBHO, U3YMUJICS], HACUUTAB 10 II(PPHI IECTh-
aecsT mecTb. Takoe rpoMagHoe KOJTMYECTBO HOUHBIX MOceTHTeNel joMa nprHiieccsl Ennzasersi [let-
POBHBI HE MOIJIO OBITh HUKOMM OOPa3OM CIIy4YaillHBIM, U ObUIO OBl SICHO, YTO 3TH CTPaHHBIE T'OCTH
COOMpaJICh HAa KaKoe-HUOYIb TAHOE COBEIIaHuE.

Hounpix rocreit, oueBUIHO, K aamu. KaxkIpii 3 HUX, MPOCKOIB3HYB C YJIHIIBI B HEOONBIIYIO
JBEpb, MOMAJal B COBEPIIEHHO TEMHBI KOPUIOP U, PO ero A0 KOHIIA, MEeUIEHHO MOAHUMAJICS
110 JIECTHUIIE IO APYToM ABEPH, TOXKE 3aIePTOM, B KOTOPYIO MPUXOIMIIOCH CTY4aTh, KaK U B HAPYXKHYIO
KaJIMTKY, HO ye ropaszo rpomye. [Iocty4yaB OTpbIBUCTO TpH pa3a, KaXKIblil U3 FOCTEH CIbIILIA TAKOW
K€ TPOEKPATHBIN CTYK, 3aTEM JIBEPb OTBOPSLIIACH, U BMECTE C ITUM Ha TEMHYIO JIECTHUILY T1a/1aJ1 LIeJTbII
CHOII JIy4ell OCJIeTMTEILHOTO CBEeTa, HO He Jo0era o ee KOHIA, a TOTYac ke ucye3all, Kak TOJIbKO
JOCTUTaJT TIEPBOM TUIOIIAIKU.

B Toi1 KOMHate, OTKy/1a ajast CBEeT U OTKY/IA ABEPb BBIXO/MIIA HA JIECTHUILY, HOYHBIX MTOCETUTE-
Jiell BCTpedas BHICOKHM, elle OOqphIid CTapyuK B TEMHOM OapXaTHOM Kam30J1e U, IMBITIUBO BIJIsIbIBA-
SICh B JIUIIO KaK/I0TO BXOJMBIIIETO, B OTBET HA €r0 MOKJIOH JieJ1ajl KAKOe-TO CTPaHHOE JBIKEHHE PYKOM,
CJIO)XEHHOH TaKMM 00pa3oM, YTo, KpOMe CpeJHEro Majblia, BCe OCTAIbHbIE ObUTH TJIOTHO MPUXKATHI K
JIaJIOHH, TIOCTIe YerO CTPaHHbIE TIOCETUTEH MPOXOAMIIU B CIIEAYIOIIYI0 KOMHATY, T1e U CaIiIUCh Ha
KpecJa, CTOSIBIIME B KOJIMUECTBE MIECTUAECSATH IIECTH BOKPYT BCEX YETHIPEX CTEH.

3pech, B 9TOW KOMHATe, IAPUJIO SPKOE OCBEIIEHHE: ropelia rpoMagHasi cepeOpsiHast JIICTpa,
CITyCKAaBIIAsICSI C CEPEIMHBI TIOTOJKA, TOPEIM HECKOJIBKO JIECSITKOB Opa, MPUKPEIVICHHBIX K CTEHAM,
1a, KpoMe TOTO, Ha CTOJIe, CTOSIBIIIEM MOCEPEIMHE 1 TIOKPHITOM TSIKEJION TEMHO-MAJIMHOBOM Oapxar-
HOU CKaTepThIO, CTOSUIM JIBA JBEHAAIIATUCBEYHBIX KaHes10pa, Toxe OpocaBIINX sIpKUi cBeT. [IBepb
TO ¥ JIeJIO OTKPBIBAJIACH M 3aTBOPsiIack. TO 1 eJI0 uepes ee Mopor MepecTynaiy opuiepsl BCeX pojioB
OpYHsl, IITATCKME B KaM30JIaX BCEBO3MOXHBIX I[BETOB, HO BCE OHM — W BOEHHBIE, U INTATCKHE —
HECMOTPsI Ha TO YTO OJIHU U3 HUX ObLIM TIOCepeOpeHbl CEMHOI0, a HaJl Iy0aMu JIpyrHxX eaBa mpoou-

BaJICA ITYHIOK, UMEJIX Ha IIPpaBOM PyKaBE€ TEMHO-MAaJIMHOBYIO 6apxaTHy10 JICHTY, 3aBA3aHHYIO 3aMbIC-
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JoBaThIM OaHTOM. Bce oHM Meskty co6010 ObLTH yxke 3HaKoMbl. HO OHM He TOIXOAMIM IpyT K JpyTY,
HE MPOTATUBAIM APYT APYTY PYKH, Jake He 3I0POBTUCH MeX Iy co0010. Kakaplii MOIYa MOAXOANT
K CBOEMY Kpecily, MoJTYa caauyics, Kak Obl 1axke He oOpalnasi BHUIMaHHS Ha CBOMX COCEIEH.

Ho BoT aBeppb ckpuriHyIa B nociaeanuit pa3. Toabko OMHO KPecio erie U 0CTaBaIoCh He3aHsi-
TBIM, ¥ TOT HOBBIN MIOCETUTEITb, OKA3ABIIMIACA yke 3HaKOMbIM HaM AHTOHOM [leTpoBuuem Jluxape-
BBIM, TBEPIIBIM IIarOM TOJOIIEI K KPECIy ¥ MOJTUa OIyCTUIICS B Hero. Ero mpuxo TOUHO pa3pymimi
OYapOBaHUE: TOUHO TOJIBKO €0 U K JAJH, YTOO POrHaTh MOJTYAHKE, ITApHBIIIee B STOM 3aJie, M B BO3-
IyXe 3aryJiesio KyKxKaHue OT IIETOTa LEeJIbIX IECSITKOB rOJIOCOB, IIEPErOBapUBaBIIMXCS MEXIY COOOIO0.
Kpecno, kotopoe 3aHsn Jluxapes, okazaaoch psaoM C KpecjaoM, Ha KOTOPOM CHJEN TaK XKECTOKO
MOTUIATUBIIUICSA 32 CBOIO cCOpYy ¢ BacKakoBBIM M MOMYUYMBIIHMI TSDKETYIO paHy OT ero mmaru Jlea-
I1IeB.

Morsnonoit ogwuriep BbUICKAT B IMOCTEIM POBHO JIBE HEJIENU U BCTA COBEPIIEHHO OOIPHIM U
3I0POBBIM, C JISTKUM BOCTIOMUHAHHEM 00 3TOU CTPaHHOM [Iy3JM, OCTABIIMMCS B BEPXHEH YacTH ero
IpyaM B BUJie TEMHO-KpacHoro pyona. Jmurpuii [letpoBud Obl1 TOHENB3s1 yAUBIIEH, Korna Jlnxapes
pacckazai eMy 00 UX yAMBUTEIbHOM OIIMOKE M O TOM, UTO JAPABIIMIACS C HUM IOHOIIIA OKa3aJICs IBO-
1opoaHbiM 6patoM Hukonast JIsBoBnua backakosa. JleBaiieB yxkacHO kajiesl, YT0 He MOT U3BUHUTHCS
niepen; backakoBbIM 3a CBOIO rpyOyIo OMMOKY, OKOHUHUBIIYIOCS, K CYACTBIO, €lle TaK Olaronoiy4qHo,
M XOTeJN, KaK TOJIBKO OIMpaBUTCs, Hanucath Bacumio ['puropseBudy B MOCKBY, IPOCSI Y HETO U3BU-
HeHust. OHU ¥ He TIoI03peBasy, uTo backakoB coBceM He B MOCKBE, UTO, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOE TBEPHOE
peleHre MOKMHYTh IPUHEBCKYIO CTOJIUILY, OH TIPHUHYXJEH ObUT OCTAaThCsl B €€ CTOrHax >4, u Obutn Obl
HE TOJIBKO YJMBJIEHBI, a Jake 00paloBaHbl STUM 0OCTOSTEILCTBOM, 3HAW TOJIBKO 3TO.

Korpa Jluxapes cen ¢ Hum psiiom, Imutpuii [lerpoBud 1menoTom cripocui ero:

— OTuero Thl Tak NO3HO?

— IlpencraBb cebe, — OTO3BAJICS TOT, — MHE TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO 32 MHOIO CIEIIAT, U 51 Aajl Mopsi-
JOYHOTO KPIOKa, YTOO TOJIBKO 3aITyTaTh CBOM CJIE/IBI.

JleBaiiieB Mpe3pUTENIbHO YCMEXHYJICS:

— Ilyranas BopoHa 1 KycTa OOUTCH.

AntoH [leTpoBrY HUCKONIBKO HE OOMAEINCS Ha IPUSTENIS, ¥ Ha €r0 SIPKO-KPaCHBIX Ty0ax 3a1po-
’Kajia Becelsas yiblOKa.

— Cwmeiics1, cmeiics! — ckazait oH. — He Bcem ObITh TaKUM XpaOpbIM, Kak Thl... 51, Opater, Bceraa
naMsTyIo0, 4To (POPTyHA — JamMa Karpu3Has: 3aX04eT MOBEPHYTh KOJIECO HE B TY CTOPOHY — M KaK pa3
T0J1 KOJIECOM OUYTHIIBCS; ¥ TIOTOM, ApYKe, 51 TPyIly He 3a ceOsl, a 3a Bce Hallle JIeIO.

JleaiieB JOCaJTMBO TOBEJI IJIEYaMHU:

— Bce-To0 BB Ha KypuI] MOKpbIX cMaxuBaeTe! U1 To, 1o mpaBje ckas3arh, YTO ThI-TO TPYCHIIb —
He BeJMKa Oefa, a CKBEPHO TO, UTO MPUHIIECca TPYCUT. D10, Opat, Kyaa Xyxe. CTBIIHO CKa3aTh, /10
Yero OHa HepelIrTebHa.

JluxapeB nokaya’ rojioBoii:

— BonbHo yx Th ropstu, Mutsi! Henb3s1, Opater, Tak ropstuntbhesi! He 3a0yiib, UTO THI HE OIVH.

— Ma 51 970 mamsTYy10, 2 BCe-TaKM KaK-TO HA AYIIE TSKEJIO, KOTJa He 3Haelllb HABEPHSIKA, BHIIET
YTO aJIv HET.

— Hy-xa, 6poch 00 3TOM roBOpUTbH, CKaXKH-Ka MHE JIyYIIle, YTO CIIBIIIHO Y MPaBUTEIbHUIIBI? Th
Be/Ib TaM YaCTEHbKO ObIBACIIIb.

Hmutpuii IlerpoBud nokpachen.

— la Huyero oco6oro He cibiHO! [TprHIIecca 1enbiMu JHAMY y ceOs1 B yOopHOU cuaut, FOmm-
aHa BMECTe C Helo, ¥ TOIIMUINA TaM, Opartell, CTparHasi.

— A OoJibIIie Thl HUYETO He 3Haelllb ?

— PoBHO HUyero.

24 CTOrHa — IIoIIab, yjauua B ropoze.
36



A. TI. IMaBnoB. «Y cryneHei TpoHa»

Anron [leTpoBrud Opocuit Ha IPUATENS] YKOPUZHEHHBIH B3I

— 93X, cyaapb, cylapb! — MpOMOJIBIII OH, COBCEM ITOHM3UB I0JI0C U Kayasi rosioBoi. — [Tog Hocom
y TeOsi 3aroBop JeeTcsl, a Thl HUYEro He 3Haellb.

— Kakoii 3arosop?

— A takoii: AHHa-To JleonosbaoBHA HeJapoM B YOOPHOU CUANT: OHU ¢ MEHTIeHIIel Takylo ke
IITYKY 3aTesuld, Kak U Mbl C TOOOH. PO3HB TOJIBKO B TOM, UTO MBI 17151 Enr3aBeTs cTapaemcsl, a OHU
1151 ce0s1 xsonovyT. Tak BOT, ThI M IIsIAM, KaK Obl OHM HaM JIOPOTY He TepeXBaTUIIN.

JleBaieB ynvBII€HHO NOIVIAAEN HA IPUATEIA:

— Jla TBI 4TO 3TO — IIYTHUIIb AJIM IPABAY TOBOPUILIL?

— Kakwue Tyt mytku? 51, Opater, mouT HanepeyeT 3Halo BceX, KTO B 3TOM JEUCTBUH U y4acTHe
MIPUHUMATD XOUeT. Thl BOT CKaXU1 MHE, IPOMEXKIY ITPOUYUM: €r0 CUSTENbCTBO reHepas-(pesbIuenx-
Merictep? rpad MuHUX 9acTo OBIBACT y IPABUTEIHHUIIBI?

— YacreHbko.

— BoT BUuIIIb, a €ro CUATEIbCTBO — BCEMY J€JTy IVIaBHbI KOHOBO/.

— Tax urto xe? Konu 310 Tak, 3T0My momeniath HaJioOHO.

— Hu-Hu-Hu, u He nqymaii! Ham sta ctopus Ha pyKy, U 1axe odyeHsb. [lepBo-HanepBo oHM Ham
JOpOTy pacYMCTUTh MOTYT, & BTOPOE — €CJIM 3Ta KypIsiHACKas co0aka uTo pa3BenaeT, Tak BCerjaa Ha
TEX CBAJIMTh MOXHO.

Hmvutpuii [lerpoBruy 3agymaiicsi HA MUHYTY, OIVISIHYJICSI [0 CTOPOHAaM M, B[S, YTO COCEAU
3aHSATHI pa3rOBOPOM MEsK/1y COOO0I0, UTO Ha MX Oecely HUKTO He oOpaliaeT BHUMAaHU 1, HAKJIOHUBIIKChH
K caMOMy yXy MpUSATENs1, TIPOMOJIBIIL:

— A TbI 3Hae1b, AHTOIIA, MpuHIiecca AHHa 3a Jlunapa IOnuany cBataer.

Tor ycmexHysnes:

— DTOro JaBHO XJaTh HY)KHO ObuIo! Yem Kpermue oHa 3TOr0 MOJIOAYUKA MPUBSIKET, TEM IS
Hee CIofIpyYHee, U OMsATh, BUAMIIb, HAM CHE€ OYeHb Ha PYKY: IPUHIIECCE HE A0 TOro OyJeT, YTOObI
CEpbE3HYIO OIMACHOCTh UySATh Jla HaIllM JAENCTBa mpejpoctepeys. [lama oHa Msrkocepaasi, J€HOCTH B
HEl XOTb OTOABJIAAM, J1a ¥ TIOTOM B 3TOM UCTOPHUU TaK 3aIyTajlach, UYTO €H MOJIOKUTEIBHO BCE PABHO,
YTO BOKPYT Hee TBOPUTCS, JIUIIIb Obl TOJIbKO JIHap He otaansuics ot Hee. Hy a teneps Oyzer, Oparer,
pasroBapuBath! f cipiiny maru, JOJKHO ObITh, 3TO MPUHIIECCA K HAM JKaJTyeT.

Jluxapes He omubcs. He ycren oH JOKOHUUTD CBOIO (hpasy, Kak JBEPb, IPOTUBOIOJIOKHAS TOH,
Yyepe3 KOTOPYIO BXOAWIM HOYHBIE TOCTH, OBICTPO paclaxHy/lach, U B €e paMKe MoKa3aaach KpyIHas,
cratHasi purypa Enuzasertsi [leTpoBHBI.

Jliobumas nous [lerpa Benrkoro, HECMOTps Ha TO UYTO €Hl Terepbh NMEePeBAIIIIO 32 TPUALIATH,
nopaxkajia XoTsi M1 HECKOJIbKO TpyOoBaToid, HO Bce ke 3(PPEeKTHOU KpacoToi. [oapl TOUHO MpOILIH
1Jis1 Hee GeccieiHo, OypHOe JIbIXaHWe KU3HU TOUHO HE XOTEJIO OCTaBUTh Ha €€ JIMIEe HUKAKUX Clie-
1oB. [TosHble eKr TPUHIECCH MbUIAJIM O-TIPEXKHEMY SIPKUM, 310POBbIM PYMSIHLIEM, KPACUBBIE UyB-
CTBEHHBIE TYObl HE TOJIbKO HEe MOOJIEKJTH, HO Ka3aJTUCh TAKUMHU K€ CBEKUMH, CEphIe I71a3a, TEMHEBIIIHE
TOJIBKO B MUHYTY THEBA, CBEPKAJIA TEM K€ BECEJIbIM OIOHBKOM, KAKMM OHU CBEpPKaJIMd U B T€ JHMU,
korna Enmmsasera [NerpoBHa eriie Oblia MaJICHBKOM IEBOYKOM, U TOT/IA, KOT/IA ISl Hee HACTYIIVUIU JHU
3pesiod IHOCTH. TONbKO HEMHOKKO TOJIHEE CTajla OHa, /1a He TakK, Kak MPek/ae, 4acTo CKOJIb3UIIa 1o
ee ry0am Becenass OecrieqHast yJabioKa.

Korna npuniiecca Bomuia B Ty KOMHATy, I71€ CUJIEJIU €€ CTPaHHbIE HOUHBIE TOCTU, BCE OHU Pa30M
TIOJIHSITUCh CO CBOMX MECT M, TOYHO 0 KOMaH/Ie, OTBECHJIH B €€ CTOPOHY TITyOOKHI TOUTHTETbHBIN
NOKJIOH. Enm3aBera oTBeTHIa HA STOT MOKJIOH BECENON YJIBIOKOM, JISTKUM HAKJIOHEHUEM TOJIOBHI U
3aTeM, OBEPHYBIIKUCH K IIE/IIIAM C33/I1 Hee CITyTHUKaM, U3 KOTOPBIX OAMH ObLT yKe TOKHIIION Yesio-
BEK, XOTs ¥ 60raTo, HoO HepSAILUTUBO OJIETHIN, a APYTOM — MOJIOZION KpacaBerl C OTHEBBIM B3IJISIOM TITy-
OOKHUX YEpHBIX IJ1a3, )KECTOM MPHIJIACHIIA UX CIIEA0BATh 32 COOO0I0 U, OO K KPECTy, CTOSIBIIEMY

» I'enepan-denbaneiixmericrep — IIaBHbIA HAYaIbHUK BCEH apTUILIEPUH.
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y CTOJIa, OMYCTHJIach B Hero. Ee CIyTHUKM, OMUH U3 KOTOPBIX HOCWII 3BaHUE €€ MPUIBOPHOIO JIEHO-
MenrKaZ® u HasbBasics JlecTokoM, a qpyroi ObLT CBIHOM PerucTpoBoro kaszaka?’ I'puropust Pasyma,
ces 1o OOKaM TMPUHIIECCH ¥ BOITPOCUTENBHO TOTJISI/IENN Ha Hee.

Heckonbko cexyH[ TAHyI0ch MOyanue. Ennsasera [leTpoBHa HUKOIIA HE OTIIMYAJIach Pelu-
TEJIbHBIM XapaKTepOM; YHACJIEJOBaB OT CBOETO OTL[A MHOTME YEPThl €r0 BBIPA3UTEILHOIO JIMLA, €T0
POCT U €ro CJIOkKEHHE, OHA B TO )K€ BPEMS COBCEM HE IMOXO/IMJIa Ha HErO XapakrepoM. Msrkas u gaxe
Kak Obl OOsI3/IMBas1, OHA TIOCTOSIHHO CTapasiach OTIEIaThCs OT MBICIIH, YTO €l CyXkJEHO BOCCECTh Ha
POCCHIACKOM TIPecToJie, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO OHa ObLJIa CAMOW 3aKOHHOUM HACJICTHUIIEH TIOCIIE CBOETO
IIeMsIHHUKA, oTpoka [lerpa Broporo. B Te quu, korga BepxoBHsblii coBeT, oOoins Enmzasery, Bpy-
YW UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY €€ JBOPOAHON cectpe AHHe VloaHHOBHE, IIpUHIIECCa HE TOJIbKO HE
Oropumjiach STHM, HO Jiaxke Kak Obl 00pagoBatack. TArocTs UMIepaTopckoi noppupsi® myrana ee,
U, KOrJa ee Jpy3bs, a B TOM uucie u med kaBaneprapnos? [asen MBanosuy AryxuHckuid, mpeasa-
rajy eil OAHATh BOCCTAaHUE B €€ IM0JIb3y, OHA BCEMU CHUJIaMHU CBOEU HATYpbl BOCIIPOTUBHIIACH STOMY.
Tonbko yke K KOHIly IJapcTBoBaHUsI AHHbI Enn3aBeTa crana 3ayMbIBaTbCsl O TOM, YTO OHA UMEET
TIOJTHOE TPaBO Ha UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY, U B HEW IIPOCHYJIOCH Ke€JIaHUe, XOTsI U MO3/IHO, BEPHYTh
3TO MPaBO, MOXUINEHHOE Y Hee BepXOBHUKaMU. Ho HepemmTeIbHOCTh U pOOOCTh HATYpPhl CKA3aJIHCh
U TYT: ecv Obl He SHEprus ee MpUOIMKEHHBIX 1a He KydKa MOJIOAeXkHu, oOoxaBlel ee, Enn3asera,
HaBEpHOE, He CcTajia Obl MOMBIIUIATH HU O KAKKMX 3aroBOPax B CBOIO MOJIb3Y, U €€ COXKAJIEHHS O MoTe-
PSIHHOM BJIACTH TaK ObI M OCTAIUCH MPOCTHIMU COXAJICHUSIMH, TaK KaK, MOXKaJTyi, OHA HU 32 YTO He
permiach Obl IEPEUTH OT CJIOBA K JeTy.

Ho PazymoBckuii u JlecTok cymenu 1oka3ath ei, YTO TPYCUTh HEYEro; OHa MiepecTalia OTKPbITO
MIPOTECTOBATh, M, BOCIOJIb30BABIIUCH ITUM, MaJIeHbKAs KyUKa 3aroBOPIIMKOB, 5KEJIABIIMX BO3BECTU
€e Ha IIPeCcTol, CTaja MaJlo-1IoMaJly pa3pacTarbesi, U K TOMYy BPEMEHH, KOIrlla CKOHYaJIaCh UMIIepa-
Tpulla AHHA, YK€ BO BCEX PYCCKHX TOJIKaX, CpPe YK€ BCEro pPyccKoro oguiepcrsa Oblia Takas
Macca ctopoHHUKOB Enm3aBetsl [leTpoBHBI 1 ObLIO Tak MHOTO BparoB bupoHa, 4To ofiHOTrO Masei-
I1ero kecTa ee ObLJIO JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOO BBI3BATh BeeoOIee ABkeHue B ee onbk3y. Ho Enuzasera Bee
pobena. [laxe Tereps, Korjaa, o HaCTOsTeIbHOMY coBeTy JlecToka, oHa coOpasia TIaBHBIX KOHOBOJ/IOB
3aroBopa B KOJIMYECTBE LIECTUIECATH LLECTH YEJIOBEK, CUIEBILIMX TENEphb Mepes Helo, OHA BCe-TaKu
HE XOTeJ1a MPON3HECTU PEeIIUTENIbHOE CIIOBO, POOKHIA CTpax CKOBBIBAJI €€ YCTa, & BPOKACHHAs MHEPT-
HOCTb 3acTaBJislla OTAAIATh PUKA3aHUE JEUCTBOBATh, KOTOPOIO TOJIBKO U KON OT Hee KOHOBO/IBI
BOCCTaHHUS.

OxuHYB OBICTPHIM B3IVISZIOM CBOMX rocTei, EnmzaBera cHOBa ynabIOHYJAach M MPOTOBOpHIIA
3BOHKHMM, MEJIOMUYHBIM I'OJIOCOM, KaK 1 YJbIOKa, pacroJiaraBiviM K Hell Bce cepalia:

— He noceryiite Ha MeHs1, JIIOOE3HBIE APY3bsl, UTO 51 BAC 3aCTABIJIA IIPUTAIIUTHCS B TAKYIO HETIO-
roJib; TOMY He sl BUHOM, a BOT OHH, — U OHAa KUBHYJIa B cTOpoHy JlecTtoka u PazymoBckoro, — Hacka-
3aJI1 OHM MHE BCSIKUX CTPaxoB, HAITyTraju, Oy/ITO BaM MOsI MEUTUTEIbHOCTh HE HPABHUTCSI, a TIOCEMY
sl M XOTeJa Bac CIIPOCUTB, ITPaB/a JIM BCE ITO U JEUCTBUTENILHO JI Bbl OT MEHS OTLIATHYThCS XOTUTE?

I'nyxoi1 ponoT nporten no psgaM CUIEBIIUX Y CTEH, HO MOAHSIICS OTBeYaTh EnmzaseTe ToIbKO
OZIMH YeJIoBeK. DTo ObUT BHICOKUM, O0apbiil cTapuk CemeH I'puropbeBrd HapbllikuH, OAHUM U3 Tiep-
BBIX IIPUCTABIIMI K 3aroBOpY B NOJb3y Ejn3aBeTsl M yBakaeMblil pELIMTEIbHO BCEMHU KakK 3a CBOW
APEeBHUI pofl, OBIBIINIA B POJICTBE C IIAPCKOW (haMUJIHEH, TaK U 3a CBOIO JIPSXJIOCTD, TAaK KaK CTAPUKY
Tenepb 1IN yke BOCbBMUIECATHIN TO.

26 Jeji6-memuk — Bpau MpHU CEMbe MOHapXa.

z PerncrpoBblil Kazak — COCTOSILIMIA B JJOJDKHOCTH, Ha CITyX0e Ka3ak.

B Topdupa — BepxHsist TOPKECTBEHHAS! OfIEkK/1d TOCYIApPeH, IMPOKUIA JUTMHHBIA [UIAIT OATrPSHOTO IIEJIKa, MOIOMTHINA XBOCTATHIM
TOPHOCTAEM.

» KaBaneprapa — BOMH, BCa/IHUK, IBap/eell TSIKEION KaBaJlepyy.
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VIII
PemmuteibHOE CJIOBO

HapbIkuH OKHHYJT CBOMX COTOBAPHIIEH BOIIPOCUTEIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, TOUYHO MPOCS Y HUX pas-
peleHrsl TOBOPUTh OT JIMIIA BCEX, M 3aTeM, MOKJIOHMBIIMCH Ejn3aBere, MpOroBOpHI CTapUYECKUM
APOXKAIIUM TEHOPKOM:

— Bartie BrIcoOuecTBO, MBI He IIATYHBI KaKKe-HUOY/Ib, YTOOBI OT CBOMX CJIOB OTPEKAThCS /1A OT JIeJT
OTKa3bIBaThcsl. Kak s IMYHO, Tak M BCe 3[1eCh CUASAIIME TOJIBKO OTHOTO M YaeM, YTOOBI BaIlly TIEPCOHY
Ha POCCUICKOM Tipectoiie yBuaeTh. CTano ObiTh, O TOM U Pa3roBopa ObITh HE MOXET, UTOOBI KTO U3
HAC BaM U3MEHHTh 3ayMaJl, a TOJIbKO OIHO BEPHO, YTO HAM TSIHYTh TaK JOJTO HA/I0ENO0, U He TIOTOMY
HAJ0€JI0, YTO MbI JIMYHO O KAKUX-HUOY/Ib BBITO/IAX MOMBIIILISIEM, A TOTOMY, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, UTO 32
Baly cyapOy 6onmcs. Bpemst 6exut ObICTPO, €ro He TOTOHUIIb: CETOHS, IJIS/IUIIb, yaJda, a 3aBTpa
TIO/yJT BETEP B APYTYIO CTOPOHY — M BCE, UTO HAMU 3aTesiHO, Cpa3y pa3BesTh MoxeT. He moceryiite Ha
MEHsl, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, UTO 51 3TO BCE TOBOPIO; TOBOPIO s 3TO, BAIlIEMY BBICOUECTBY OOpa KeJaloun
7a 3a Bairy cyapOy omnacasich. Hone camu 3HaeTe, Kakue JIHU: CIIpoBeJaeT rocroanH bupoH o Harmx
TaWHBIX 3aMbIC/IaX — M IOMUHAM TOTJa HAC BCEX KaK 3BaJIM: TyJa 3arOHUT, KyJa U BOPOH KOCTE! He
3aHocHT. [ToToMy 1 TOBOPIO 51 BaM, YTO MEIJIUTH J0JI€ HEJIb3sl U HE MBI OT BaC OTIIATHEMCS], KOJIU UTO,
a cynp0a HaC BCEX PasrOHUT, a TOT/A TPYAHO Oy/eT MONpPaBUTh, YTO pa3 OyAeT UCTIOPUEHO.

OH 3amos4as ¥ CHoBa 00BeJT B3IJISI0M BCEX 3arOBOPIIMKOB, Ha 9TOT pa3 Kak Obl 0Xkuaast 01o0-
peHusi cRouM cjioBaM. M Bce OHM, TOYHO TIO KOMaH/e, KUBHYJIU, U U3 BCEX TPyAEH BBIPBAJICS €IUHO-
JYIIHBIA BO3IJIAC:

— BepHo, BepHo CemeH ['puropseBrd cka3zai, BIIOJHE MPABUIbHBIE CJIOBA.

Jlerkasi Tenp mpoGesxaiia no Juiy EnuzaBeTsl, HO yibIOKa, 3a/1poKaBIliasi Ha ee TOJMHbBIX ry0ax,
TOTYAC e COrHaJIa 3Ty TeHb.

— Bce 310 X0OpOI1110, IPYrH MO, — POrOBOPHIIA OHA, — HO 51 O0I0Ch OJJHOTO, YTO TOPOTLTMBOCTHIO
BCE HCTIOPTUTHh MOKHO: CAaMH, Yal, 3HaeTe MoroBopky: «Ilocrnemmuiis — joeil HacCMeIyIIb».

— Jla, HO MeAMTENLHOCTHIO, — oTo3BaJIcs [IMutprii AHapeeBud llleneneB, — MOXKHO Tak xke
UCTIOPTUTD [IeJI0, KaK U TOPOIUIMBOCTHIO. §1 He 3Hal0, Kak Bbl, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, TOTO HE BelaeTe,
a, 0 KPalHOCTH, YXOAAT TaKUe MOJKH, YTO 51 BCETO OracaThCsl HAYMHA0. BUpOH 4yeT, 4To MBI eMy
JIOBYILIKY TOTOBUM, 1 CMOTPUTE, KaK Obl OH He pa3Be/Iall BCErO: y Hero YIIIeH CJMIIIKOM MHOTO, ¥ TOTAa
KaK pa3 BaM BMECTO KOPOHBI IIPUETCS, OXKaIyH, KI0OyKk* Ha/leBath.

— Yero xe Bbl XOTUTE OT MeHs1?

— Ilpukaxwu, Matymika, TOJIbKO JEHCTBO HA4yaTh, — BOCKJIUKHYJ ONSATh HapblKuH, — CKa)u
TOJIBKO OJIHO CJIOBO — U HE MpOWJeT U Henenu, Kak bupona mbl B lllmommH ynpsiuem, a Tes Ha
MIPECToN MocaauM. — M OH ropsIyMu I1a3amMy BIWJICS B JIAIO MPUHIIECCH, C 3aMUpPaHUEM Cepaiia
OXUIast, KaKk ¥ BCE OCTAJIbHBIE, YTO OHA HAKOHEI[ CKaXeT PElIUTEIbHOE CIIOBO.

Ho Enu3zasera IlerpoBHa ondTh OIycTrja rojioBy, ONSTh pe3Kas MOPIIMHKA JIeTIa MEXy €€
OpOBSIMU, ¥ OMATH BOIIAPUIIOCh MOTJaHue. Tskesno el ObUIo cKa3aTh 3TO permTesbHoe clioBo. CHOBa
HBIHEIHoI0 En3zaBeTty 3amMeHnIa npexHsisi poOKasi IeBYIIIKa, CHOBA, KaK U Mpesk/ie, KOrja e coBe-
ToBaJI Sry)KMHCKWIA, He 0Opalliasi BHUMAaHUsI Ha BEPXOBHUKOB, BOCCECTh Ha MPAPOAUTEIHCKOM TIpe-
CTOJIe, B HEWl pOIMIIOCH OTIAaceHKe, UTOo ITa 3a]a4a e He 10 CHJIaM, YTO UMIepaToOpCKasi KOpOHa IpH-
JaBUT €€ CBOEIO TSKECTBIO U UTO, JIasieKasi OT TATOThI, KOTOPYIO HECeT ¢ co0oI0 Iapckast mopgupa,
oHa Oy/IeT ropas3/io CYaCTIIMBee U ropas/io CIOKOWHee.

OpnHako HyXHO e ObUTo oTBevaTh. Ee oTBeTa j/1aium, Ha Hee CMOTpENTH, U, KOT/la OHA MOAIHsLIA
TOJIOBY, OHA BHJEJIa, KAKMM JIMXOPAJOUHbIM OJIECKOM TOpSIT BCE I71a3a, yCTpeMJyieHHble Ha Hee. U B

30 K1106yK — ronoBHO# yG0p MOHAXOB, BEICOKHII IMIHHP 063 TOEii ¢ MOKPHIBATOM.
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AyIlle ee, OXBaUeHHON COMHEHHEM, yxke ObLIIO TIOICKa3aBIIM €l OTKa3 OT PeIUTE/IbHBIX JICHCTBUIMA,
IIPOCHYJIACh TENepb KAJIOCTh KO BCEM 3TUM JIOSIM, TaK OXOTHO HECYILIMM 32 Hee CBOU rojioBbl. OHa
BJPYT MOHSJIA, YTO €CJIU €i TSKEJI0 BBIMOJIBUThH PELIMTENIBHOE CJIOBO, TO OAMHAKOBO TSIKEJIO TaKkKe
OrOPYMTh BCE 3TU BEPHBIE €M Ceplilia OTKa30M, U OHA, pacTepsiHHAsA, C KPACKOW CMYIIEHUs1, IPOCTY-
MUBIIEH HA ee IeKax, MpolIenTana:

— 41 He 3HaI0, YTO CKa3aTh, HO s1 HE MOTY, APY3bsi MO, CEMUYAC PEIIUTHCS.

Jlerkui B310X COKaJIEeHUs KOJIBIXHYJI JECATKU IpyAei. SIpKo ropeslirie Ha MUHYTY I71a3a TOYHO
MOTYXJIU, OKUBJICHHBIE JIMLA TOTYCKHEJIH.

— DX, Ballle BbICOYECTBO, Ballle BBICOYECTBO! — IPOroBOpUJI, Kayas cefolo ronopowo, Hapeim-
KHH. — He xayieete BBl HAC, Tak 3TO MyCTOE JIEJI0, a BbI U ce0s1 He JKaJieeTe.

EnuzaBera pasBena pykamu u Opocuiia CMYIIEHHBIN B3IV Ha Pa3yMOBCKOro, TOYHO mpocst
€ro MOMOLIH, TOYHO OXKHJasl, YTO OH NOAJEPKUT €€ B 3Ty TPyIHYIO A Hee MuHYTy. Ho mpesxne
yeM Pa3ymMoBCKuUIl ycnies1 OTKpbITh poT, JIecTOK, CMIEBIIUH 110 APYTYI0 CTOPOHY IIPUHIIECCHI, HEPBHO
IIEJIKHYJT KPBIIIKON TaOaKepKH, KOTOPYIO IepKaJl B pyKax, ¥ 3aMeTHJI, TOBOPsI crienasibHo it Enu-
3aBeThl [1eTpoBHBI, HO OOpaIasch He K Held, a KO BCeMy COOpaHUIO.

— B takom pase, rocygapu Mmou, — Ha4aJl OH, CTapasiCh LIETENSIBOCTbIO 3aMaCKMPOBATh CHIIbHBIN
aKLEHT, CJIBIIABIIMICS B €r0 Pe4, — B TAKOM Pa3e BUJHO 10 BCEMY, UTO €€ BbICOYECTBY HAIllM YCIYT U
HEHAJIOO0HBI, a TIOCEMY, TaK KaK BpeMsl yke MO3/IHee, pacXoAUTech 10 JOMaM Ja He TIeHsIUTe Ha Hac
JIMXOM, YTO MbI IOTPEBOKUIIA BaC B TAKOE HEMPUIIISTHOE BPEMSI.

Otu cnosa ykononu Enuzasery IlerpoBHy. JIUI0 ee BCIBIXHYIIO APKUM PyMsIHIIEM, OHa Opo-
CHJIa Ha CBOETO JIeHO-Me/IMKa THEBHBIN B3IJISIT M PE3KO cKa3aia:

— Kaxuce, ['epman ['eHprxoBUY, Thl 0 MOUX TallHBIX MBICJISIX HE OCBEJJOMJIEH M 32 MEHS PELUTD
JeJI0 He MoxXelllb. S ere HUYero He ckasajla — HA J1a HU HET, a Thl YK€ CHEIIMIIb 3a MEHs OT UX
YCIIyT OTKa3bIBaThCH.

Mo o6pro3riomy suity JlecToka mporuia XuTpas yibiOKa.

— 41, Bailie BBICOYECTBO, — OTO3BAJICS OH, — BAIlLIMX MbICJIEN HE MpeJpelial, U, €CIU BaM YTOIHO
OTIaTh MpUKa3aHUe, BAM HUKTO HE MEIIAeT 3TO CHAeJaTh TOTJYac ke, TeM Oojiee, TOBOPI0 BaM, 4TO
MEJJIUTh HE TOJBKO HEYero, Ho U Henb3sl. Bpems K jaeny Tenepb caMoe MOAXOJSILEe, a €CIy Mbl
TO BpeMsl YIYCTUM, TO [OTOM, MOXaJIyil, HUYEro He BBIAJET. S yaio, 4To MEeHs B ceM U AJieKcei
['puropbeBuY MOAJEPKUT, YTO U OH TaK K€, KAK U 1 U KaK BCE HALIM JPy3bsl, AyMaeT.

— CoBeplleHHO NPaBUIIbHO, — 3arOBOPMII HAKOHeLl Pa3yMOBCKMIA, — 51 YK PO TO €€ BbICOYe-
CTBY OCMEJIWJICS TOBOPUTH. Kou kesnaeT oHa MMIIEpaTOpCKyI0 KOPOHY BOCIIPHSATH, TO IYCTh HA CHE
HEMe[|JIsl pelaeTcsl.

EnuzaBera okoHYaTenbHO motepsiiach. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, YTO OTCTYMHATh ObLIO HENb3sl, UTO
MEeUTUTh ObLJIO HEBO3MOKHO U MPUXOIMIIOCH OJJHO M3 JIBYX: MJIM HAKOHEIl BBIMOJIBUTh OXKHMIAEMOE C
TaKUM HETepIIeHNEM BCEMH PELIUTEIbHOE CII0BO, WJIM € HAOTPE3 OTKA3aThCsl OT CBOETO 3aMbIC/IA.
W oHa, noBUHYsICh BIPYT KaKOMY-TO TallTHOMY roJIOCY, IOBUHYSICh BHE3AITHO BCIIBIXHYBILEH SHEPTUH,
TOPOILIMBO, TOYHO OOSICh, YTO B HEW IIPOCHETCS OMSITh POOOCTD, BHITOBOPUJIA:

—ITycts Oynet Tak! Koy BbI cunTaeTe, YTo MHE CJIe/1yeT BOCIIPUSTh MMITEPATOPCKHIA CKUTIETP?!
POCCHIICKON JiepkaBbl, OOBSBIIAI0 BaM Ha TO CBOE COIVIACKE U TPOIITY MPUTOTOBUTHCS K PEIIUTEIb-
HbIM JieficTBusM. ['epman ['enpuxoBruy u Asekceil I'puropbeBuy ykaxyT Bam JieHb, KOTJa K TOMY
MIPUCTYIUTB, a TETIEPh MPOIIANTe, IOMHUTE, YTO 51 HAJIEIOCh HA BAC, YTO B BAlLIMX PYKaxX HE TOJBKO
MOsI cyibOa, HO ¥ MOSI )KU3Hb.

OHa nocrenrHo BeTasia, NOKJIOHUIACh BCeM OOIIMM IMOKJIOHOM M BBIILIA U3 KOMHATHI, & BCJIE
el TIporpeMes paJoCTHBI BUBAT, BHIPBABIIMICS BMECTe ¢ 0OJIerYeHHbIM B3JI0XOM U3 TPyIei Bcex
COOpaBIIUXCS 37€Ch.

31 CKI/II’[eTp — XK€3J1, OJUH U3 3HAKOB MOHapXH‘{eCKOﬁ BJIaCTU.
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He npo11uio v HeCKONbKUX MUHYT, Kak KOMHATa, €11e HeIaBHO I0JTHasi Hapojia, CHOBA OITyCTeNa,
a 1o netepOyprcKUM yJHIIaM CHOBA 3alllarald TAMHCTBEHHBIE TEHHU, TOUYHO PACIUIbIBAsICh U Tasi BO
Mpaxe.

JleBames u Jluxapes 1num BMecTe.

— Cnaga 6ory, — mernotom nporopopwi Imutpuii [TleTpoBry, — HAKOHEII-TO MPUHIIECCA U3BO-
JIAJIA CTPAXHYTD C ceOsl 3TY MIPOKJIATYIO POOOCTb.

— Tuie, — ocranoBui ero Jluxapes, — He TOBOpH Ha yaulle! DTOro HOYHOrO Mpaka HYKHO
00AThCS 1ake OOJbIIe, YeM CBETJIOro JAHs. Thl BUIHINB, KPYTOM KaKasi TeMb; KTO MOPYYHUTCS, UTO B
9TOW ThbME He MPUTAWIOCHh Ube-HUOYIb yX0. [loynep:ku HEeMHOTO CBOH SI3bIK, YCIIEEM HArOBOPHUTHCS,
KOIZ1a MPUJIEM KO MHE.

Ho HaroBoputbCs MM, OIHAKO, HE IPULIUIOCH U B KBapTupe AHTOHA IlerpoBuua.

Vike 1miarasi o rpsi3HOMY JBOPY U MPOOUPAsiCh K MOIbE3Ly CBOEH KBapTHphl, JInxapes 3ame-
THWJI, YTO U3 €r0 KOMHATBI, CBET/IBIMU I10JI0OCAMHU BPbIBASICh B HOYHOW MpaK, NajaloT sipkue Jiyuu. OH
IIPUOCTAHOBWJICS, MOTJISIEI] HAa OKHA U JI0CAJIMBO ITPOMOJIBUJI:

— Koro 310 Henerkas npuHecia? MHe, BO-IEpBbIX, CTPAIIHO CIaTh XOUETCs, a BO-BTOPBIX, U
MOrOBOPUTH MO AyIIaM He AaayT. HaBepHoe, 3T0 Kakoro-HuOyab rocTsl MPUHECHIO: He CITUTCS Yeso-
BEKY, BOT OH U 3a0peJi C ypHbIX IJ1a3.

T'octb, KOTOPBIN cuzen B koMHaTax AHTOHa [leTpoBuua, okazasics Nopy4ukoM MUJIOIEBbIM.

— Ax, 310 Munyma! — BockjukHya Jluxapes, Korja ero B3IJIsi]] yajl Ha PO30BOE JIMIIO I0HOTO
ounepa. — Hy, Muinymm-To st crecHsATbes He Oyay. .. MI3Bonb-Ka, cyaapb, — 00OpaTuiIcsi OH K HEMy, —
HaJIeBaTh CBOM TUIAII Ja yOMPaThCs MOJ00py-TI0310poBy. 51, Oparell, cMepTeIbHO CIiaTh XOUY, a OCTa-
BUTDb TeOs1 HOUEBaTh TOXE HE MOT'Y, TaK KaK, BU/MIIb, CO MHOW Mpuines MuTs, a Jpyroro AMBaHa y
MeHs1 He umeetcsi. Hy-ka, Hy-Ka, yxoau, cynaps. U 3aBTpa MoxeM ¢ TOOOI0 yBUAATHCS.

MuionieB BCIBIXHYT KaK MaKOB IIBET, HO HE OT OOU/IbI, a TI0 MPUBBIYKE, U, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI
MOHATHCS € KPecya, Ha KOTOPOM CUJEJ, U MOC/IeIoBaTh HACTOMYMBOMY coBeTy Jluxapesa, oTpuna-
TEJILHO MOKavaJl T'OJIOBOMA:

— Her, Anron [leTpoBry, Kak Tl TaM XOYelllb, & s YUTH HE MOTY: y MEHsI K TeOe pasroBop eCTb.
Hano6no mue, AntoH [leTpoBud, OUH CEKpeT COOOIIUTD, IIOMHHUIIIb, IO TOMY JeJTy, O KOTOPOM MBI
C TOOOM YK TOJIKOBAJIH.

AmnToH [leTpoBud npHcTaIbHO MOMIIsAIE Ha CBOETO roCTs, 3aTeM IepeBer B3IUIAA Ha Jleparesa.

— MoxeT ObITh, s MeIIa? — CIPOCUJT TOT.

— O Her, HeT, — BOCKJIMKHYJ MuJiomeB, — 06 3TOM U TOBOpUThb Heuero! Bel He TONBKO He moMe-
I1aeTe, HO JIaxe 51 Oy/ly OUeHb paJ, €C/IM Bbl IPUMKHETE K TOMY IIPE/ITIOKEHHIO, KaKOe 51 XOuY ClIeaTh.

— Hy, nenarps Heyero, Mwityia, — nporoBoput Jluxapes, — OT 1e0s1, BUAHO, HE OTBSIKEIIbCS !
Hagaii pasroBapusathb! — 1, Touno npurnamas Imutpus [lerpoBrua ObITh Kak MOXHO BHUMATEIIbHEE,
OH OpOCHJI Ha HETO MHOTO3HAYMTEIIbHBIA B3IJISI.

— To1, vaii, He T03a0bUT, AHTOH [leTpoBWY, — Hayan WOHBI OdwuIep, MTOHU3UB TOJIOC J0
IIEeN0Ta, — O YeM s Tede MPOIILTYIO TATHUILY JTOKJIaJbIBa?

— Koneuno, He mo3a6sii. Tak, crano, aeno Ha Ma3u? Tel, 3HAYKUT, (POPMEHHBIM 3aTOBOPITUKOM
cnenascs’?

MuJiolieB KMBHYIL

— He Tos1pKO Ha Ma3u, HO MBI 3aBTPAILIHUI JEHb U JEWCTBOBATh PELIMIIN.

— Bor kak! — nporsHyn Jluxapes u 6pocui Ha JleBaiieBa TpeBOKHBIA B3I

— Jla oOBsICHUTE Xe, TOCTO/a, B YeM JeJI0? — B3MOJIIIICS TOT, XOTS U I0TaJIbIBasiCh CMyTHO, HO
HE IOHUMasl SICHO, O YEM OHU TOBOPSIT.

JluxapeB xoten ObUIO MOCBATUTH MPUATENsI B TAMHCTBEHHBIM CMBICI CJIOB MMJIyIIH, HO TOT
MpeayIpean ero.

— Bupaure 11, cynapp, B 4eM J€J10, — 3aroBOPHIT MOJIOZION OpULIEp, — €€ BBICOYECTBY IPUHLIECCE
AmnHe JleononbaoBHe OT brpoHa, Kak BaM BEIOMO, COBCEM KUThSI HET. XOTb OH U PETEHTOM TOJIbKO
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YHCIIUTCS, OIHAKO M MaTh MMIIEpaTopa, U ee Cylpyra COBCEM HHU 32 YTO MOYMTAET U Pacropsika-
eTCs1 BCEM C TAaKUM CBOEBOJIMIEM, CIIOBHO Obl OH CaM UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY HOCHT. DTO yXk COBCEM
HeCIpaBeIMBO, a MOTOMY MTpUHIIEcca AHHA U BO3bIMENIa HAMEPEHUE OCBOOOUTHCS OT OIMEKH TOCIo-
nuHa Bupona. CocraBuiicst ceMy 3aroBop, B KOTOPOM IJIABHOE Y4acTHe IPUHUMAET €r0 CHATEIbCTBO
reHepasi-pespaienxMencTep, 1 Ha 3aBTPAIIHUN JIeHb caMoe JICTBO Ha3HayeHO. Ero cusresibcTBo
rpa¢ Munux apecryer bupoHa, u caenars 310 OyIeT cCoBceM HEeTPYIHO, Tak Kak, Kpome V3maiinos-
CKOTO TIOJIKA, HA CTOPOHE MPAaBUTEILHUIIBI BCE BOKCKA.

Jluxapes onsATh OpPOCHIT TPEBOKHBIN B3IJIs Ha JleBariesa.

— Bort oHo uT0! — mpomonBuI OH. — Tak BbI, CTaJIO OBITH, YK BCe M 000PYAOBAITN?

— INonoxurenpHO BCE, — OTO3BAJICS CaMOIOBOJIBHO MIIOIIEB.

— U gaere, ynaua Tomy Oyaer?

IOHBII odputiep HA STOT pa3 MOKPACHE yKe OT OOUIBI U Pa3Bes pyKaMHU.

— TyT 1 comHeBaTbCs HEYero.

— Tax 3a4yem ke Tbl, cyaapb, KO MHE-TO IIpuIIes? 3a4eM ke 3TO Thl MHE 3Ty TallHy pacckaszai?
A BIpyT 51 BO3bMY Jla ceiyac K TOCHOAMHY PEreHTy OTIPABIIIOCH a BCEX BAaC TOJIOBOM U BbIAaM?

Ha ry6ax MwuiorieBa mokasanach HeJOBEpUYHMBas yIbIOKa, HO €ro roiayobie riia3a TPeBOKHO
3a0eraji o CTOPOHAM.

— Hy BOT, — BOCKJIUKHYJI OH, — TOYHO $I HE 3Hal0, C KeM 51 roBopio! Yaii, He K 4y)XOMY YeJIOBEKY
MIPUIIIENT, a K TIPUSITEINIO, 14 ¥ TIPUIIIEN-TO 51 HeCpocTa. $1 Tak aymMaio, U4To eKelr Takoe Ao 3aTes-
JI0ch, Tak 1 Tebe, AHToH [leTpoBuY, 1 Bam, CyJapb, IPUHSITH B HEM yJacTHe He MellaeT.

Hmutpuii [lerpoBud u JIuxapes onsTh NeperIsiHYINUCh.

— Cnacu6o te6e, Mutya, — poroBopuJI mocje HeOombIoro pasaymbsi AutoH IlerpoBuy, —
cracn6o Tede, 9To B TaKyl0 MUHYTY O TPUATENISX BCIIOMHUII, TO MOKA3bIBAET, UTO y TeOs Xopoliee
cep/Lie, ¥ s 3TOro HUKOra He 3a0yay. TalHbI 1 TBOEH HE BbIIAM — B 9TOM Thl MOXEITb OBITh CIIOKOEH;
KeJIalo BaM BO BCEM TIOJTHOM y/iauu | ycriexa. [IepBblil OT qyIy Mopaayioch, KOJIU Bbl 9Ty KypIsiHI-
CKyI0 cO0aKy apecTyeTe, a TOJIbKO UTO JI0 MEHsI — TO OT YYacTHs B CEM s OTKa3aThCsl JOJIKEH.

— U g He Mory B 3TOM y4yacTBOBaTh, — B YHUCOH IPUATENTIO OTO3BaJICs JleBares.

— Jla nouemy sxe? — yIUBJICHHO BOCKJIMKHY MUJIOIIEB.

— ITotomy, IpyXOK, YTO MO3JHO B MOCIEIHWNA JIeHb K TAKUM JIeJIaM IPUCTaBaTh, a, OKPOMS
TOTO, 51 YTO-TO OUEHb TPYCIIUB 32 MMOCIIEIHIE THU CTaJ.

— Hy, kak xotuTe, Kak 3HaeTe! — IpoKalmMu OT OO bl TyOaMU BHITOBOPHJI I0HOIIA. — B Takom
pase mpoiaiTe, modery 10Mou, HyXKHO YK HOHeYe BICIIAThCS — 3aBTpa CIIaTh HE TPUIETCS.
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IX
Hounomn nmoxon

B nokosix repriora dpHcra bupoHa, 3aHuMaeMbIx UM B JIeTHeM JBOpLIE, APUT CTpaHHOE Oe3-
MoJiBUE. B IIpUXOKMX TONMATCS CIyTW, BCE KOMHATHI SIPKO OCBELIEHBI, HO, HECMOTpPSI Ha 3TO, BCE
3[1eCb OKYTaHO MEPTBOM TUILIMHOM, KOTOpasi CTPAaHHO TATOTUT BCEX U JIEMCTBYET HENPUATHO Jaxe Ha
CaMoro BCECHJIHOTO PEreHTa, MeAJIEHHO MPOXaKMBAIOIIErocst o cBoeMy kadunety. C Toi MUHYTHI,
KOTJJa UMIIepaTpriia AHHA CKOHYAJIACh, TEPIIOT MOTEPST COBEPILIEHHO CIIOKOUCTBHUE ayxa. Ero oObru-
Hasl TOJO3PUTEIFHOCTh YCHIIMIIACh elle Ooliee, CTpax, Mpexke MaJlo 3HAKOMBIA ero Ayiie, Ternepb
3a4acTylo OBJIAJIEBAJI UM.

Hecmotps Ha TO 4TO repuory yaajoch 3aCTaBUTh YMUPAIOLIYI0O UMIIEPATPULLy POBO3ITIACUTh
ero pereHToM, HeCMOTPsI Ha TO UTO €ro BJIACTh KaK Obl erie Oosee yrpouniachk, (baBOPUT MIOKOHHON
MMIIepaTpUILIbl YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO [TOYBA 10]] €r0 HOraMH AAJIEKO HE YCTOMYMBA, YTO OH CJIMIIKOM OJU-
HOK CpeJli CBOMX BpParoB, a CBOMMHU BparaMy OH MOT CUMTaTh BCE PYCCKOE ABOPSIHCTBO U BECh PYCCKUI
HapoJ, TEPHEBLIMI €ro ’KECTOKOE CBOEBOJIME TOJIBKO JJO MOPHI 10 BPEMEHU. YiKe Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
JHEN MOocJie TOro, KOraa OH TOPKECTBEHHO MpoYesl IOCMEPTHBIN aKT MOYMBILIEH AHHBI, KOTOPbIM OH
OOBSBIISIICS PETEHTOM UMIIEPUH JIO TEX TIOP, TIOKa peOEHKY-UMIIepaTopy He UCTIOHUTCS CEMHAIATA
JIET, TepLIOT y3HAJI, YTO HEJOBOJILCTBO UM CPEU HApOAa U B BOMCKE HE TOJIBKO PACTET, HO MPOpbI-
BaeTCsl HAPYXKY, YTO Cpeir O(PpUIIEPOB UET TIIyXOM POIIOT, SIBHO MPEABEIIAIONINI B3PbIB, U XOTS OH
Y TIPUKa3ajl apecTOBBIBATh BCEX, KTO CIUIIIKOM BO3BBIIIAET TroyIoc, XoTs TaiiHast KaHLeaspysi Oblia
OYKBaJIHO TEperoIHEeHa AeHCTBUTETLHBIMEI M BOOOPakKaeMbIMU IIPOTUBHUKAMH €T0 BJIACTH, OAHAKO
OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3TO MaJO YIPOUHT €ro MOJOKEeHHEe, YTO HeNlb3sl K& OTPYOUTh MOTOJIOBHO BCEM
TOJIOBBI U, YTOOBI y/IEPKAThCS Ha BBICOTE, HYXKHBI Kakue-HUOYIb UHbIe Mepbl. V1 BOT Teriepb, MeIEHHO
MPOXaKUBASICh 110 CBOEMY KaOWHETY, MyTJIMBBIM B30POM BIVISIIBIBASICH B OKYTaHHBIE TEHBIO YTJIbI KOM-
HATBI, TPEBOXKHO MPUCITYIINBASsICh K THETYIIEH THIIMHE, CTOSIIENH KPYroM, Ieplor yxke BhpadoTam
TOT IUIaH, KOTOPBIA JaBHO YK€ MEJIbKajl B €r0 IOJI0BE, KOTOPBI CMOXKET YIAep:XKaThb €ro HaJlojiro y
KOpMHUJIa BJIACTH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.

44


https://www.litres.ru/aleksandr-petrovich-pavlov/u-stupeney-trona-28740133/

	Часть первая
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	VI
	VII
	VIII
	IX

	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

