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AHHOTaAIMA

Anexcanap IlerpoBuu IlaBnoB — pycckuil mucaTenb, TeNephb
HE3aCITyKeHHO 3a0bITHIM, M3-TI071 Mlepa KoToporo Ha pyoexe XIX u
XX BB. BBIIUIO HEMAJIO 3aXBATBIBAIOIIUX HUCTOPUYECKUX POMAHOB,
KOTOpbIE 110 HBIHEIIIHUM BpEMEHaM CMEJI0 MOKHO OTHECTH K
kaHpy aBaHTIOpHbIX. Cpenu Hux «Hamepekop cympbOe», «B ceTsx
BactomoOueB», «TopxectBo IoOBU», «[lom ceHbl0 KOPOHBI»
U Ipyrue. B TaHHOM TOMe IIpe/ICTaB/IeH poMaH «Y CTyNeHed TpoHa»,
B KOTOPOM Pa3BOPAUYMBAIOTCS COOBITHS, POUCHIENIINE 32 KOPOTKHHA
nepuo mpamieHus1 Poccueit pereHTIM AHHBI JI€OMOMBIOBHBL,
mieMsAHHULB AHHBI MIoaHHOBHBI. B 3TO Bpems aKTMBU3UPOBAJINCH
cropoHHuku Emmzasersi, pouepu Ilerpa Benmkoro, koropsie
W TpuBeNM ee K Biacth. Ha crpanuiiax pomana Oyniyiot
CTpacTH, IJIETYTCS MUHTPUTH, EMCTBYIOT U3BECTHbIE U HEW3BECTHBIE
HCTOPUYECKUE JIMYHOCTH.
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YacrTs nepsas

I
Ccopa

OxTs16pb 1740 roma BeAJICS CTPAITHO CBIPOU U JIOXKITUBHIH,
oryero B [lerepOypre, 1 BooOIIe Majio M30aJIOBAHHOM XOPOIIIH-
MU, TIOTO’KUMU JAHSMH, & OCEHBIO TIOCTOSIHHO OKYTAHHOM TieuaJib-
HBIM (pJIEpOM TYMaHHOM MTJIbI, OBLIO KaK-TO OCOOEHHO XMYpPO 1
YHBIJIO. DTO YHBIHUE CTPAIIHO TATOTUIIO MeTepOypiKIieB, HO OHO
B 0COOEHHOCTHU OBLIO HE TO JyIlle KpaCMBOMY, CTATHOMY MOJIO-
JIOMY YeJIOBEKY, TOJIbKO UTO BBIIIEAIIEMY Ha YAUILY U3 BOPOT OfI-
HOTo IoMa BONM3K AnMupaitericTBa. OCTAaHOBUBIIIMCH HA MOCT-
Kax, 3aMEHSIBILIMX B TO BPeMsI TPOTYyapbl, OH HEJJOBOJIbHBIMHU IJ1a-
3aMU MOTJISIBIBAIT HA Cepoe, 3aTAHYTOe TydamMu He0o, C KOTOPO-
IO KOCOW CETKOM ChINaj MEJIKUHN IOk b, Ha YXOOUBIIYIO BAATb
JIMHHIO IOMOB, KaK Obl TOHYBIIIMX B CEPOBATO-MOJIOUHOW TYMaH-
HOW MIJIE, ¥ HA PACCTUJIABUIYIOCS TIEpe] HUM IPS3HYIO TUIOIIA /b,
C OIHOM CTOPOHBI OKAWMJIEHHYIO 3a00pOM, TSHYBIITUMCS OKOJIO
3IaHUU A IMUPATTEUCTB-KOJIJIETUH, & C APYTON — TSKEJIOBECHBIM
(acapom Cenara. Ha 3Toi1 mutoiaiu Ternepb CTOSIIH 1eJIbie 03epa
IPS3HON BOABI, B KOTOPYIO C TYITBIM IIEJIKAaHbEM Mafallv JA0XKAe-
BbI€ KaIlTU, ¥ 9TOT IIIyM, Ka3aBIIUKCS IPYCTHBIM IIIEJIECTOM CY-



XMX JIUCTHEB, MOJIOKUTENILHO Pa3/ipaxasl MOJIOAOIO YeIOBeKa.

— Hy n noroaka! — BbIpBasnocs y Hero. — OT 3T0M CIAKOTH
MOKHO HE TOJIBKO MPOCTYAUTHLCS, HO COUTHU Jaxke ¢ yma. S mo-
HUMAIO Terepb, OYEMY aHIVIMYaHe CTPAJAlOT MOrOJIOBHO CIUIH-
HoM. ['oBOpsT, uTO B JIOHIOHE TaKMe JOKIU U TyMaHbl B OObI-
JeHKy... Yero yx B JIoOHIOHE!.. s1 BOT TOJIBKO TPETUH JIEHb MOK-
HY ¥ TJI0Ta0 3TOT MPOMO3IJIbIA BO3AYX U TO YK UyBCTBYIO, UTO
MEHS1 OXBaThIBAET KaKas-TO HEMOHATHasA Tocka. Het, koHueHo!
Kak ToJbKO yCTpOIo BCe, Kak TOJILKO Y3HAI0, Ile HAXOAUTCS MOU
Oparert, — ToTuac xe yaepy us [lerepOypra... bor ¢ HuM, ¢ 3TUM
CTOIMYHBIM Becenbem! M, HakoHell, KaKoe ke 3TO Becellbe, ec-
JIM 5 32 BCE TU TPM JIHS HE BUJIEN HU OHOIO MajlO-MaJIbCKU
PaJOCTHOTO JIMIIA, HA OTHOM YIBIOKK? — 3aKOHYMB 3Ty TUPAILY
PE3KUM MOKATUEM I1JIeY, MOJIOJIOW Y€JIOBEK 3aKyTaJICS B IUIALL U,
OCTOPOKHO CTYyMasi MO CKOJb3KUM, MOKPBITHIM I'PSI3bIO IOCKaM,
cTas npoduparbcsi B cTopoHy HeBckoi mepcrieKTHBbI.

OH umen NoJHOEe MPaBO HEroJOBaTh HA AYPHYIO NIOrOy, CTO-
spiyio B [lerepOypre: B cromile OH ObUT COBEPIICHHO MOCTO-
POHHUM YEeJIOBEKOM, 3HAKOMBIX y HEro 371eCb HUKOTO He ObLIO,
Y LIEJIbIX /1BA AHS €My MPUIIUIOCh MPOBECTU B TOCKJIMBOM OfIU-
HOYECTBE, a TYT ellIe 3Ta ChIpasi ¥ MPOMO3IJIasi IOroja, MOoCTOsIH-
HBII JIOXK]Ib, CESIBININY ¢ HeOa, M TOCKa, IIAPHBIIIAs HA TIeTepOypr-
CKHUX YJIUIIaX, O/IENCTBOBAJIM KpaiiHe HEMPUSTHO Ha ero BIevar-
JIMTENbHYI0 HaTypy. JKM3HEPaJOCTHBI U BECEbIN, TOJIBKO YTO
BCTYNUBIINIA B XU3Hb U ellle He OOBESIHHBIN €€ CypOBBIM JIbIXa-
HUEM, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO ITOT OCEHHUMN HOX]b CMbIBAET U C



€ro JIMIIa BEeCeyIo YAbIOKY, YTO XOJOJHbINA BETEp, 0KECTOYEHHO
OYIOUIMIA ¢ MOPS, JISAEHUT HE TOJIbKO €ro TeJo, HO M ero JyIly,
a 3TOT MPOTUBHBIN TYMaH, IJIaBAIOIIUIA CEPbIMU BOJTHAMH B BO3-
JyXe, OKyTBIBAET €ro MO3r, 00echOpMIIMBAET €ro MbICIH TaK Ke,
Kak o0echopMIIMBaET JOMa, IIEPKBH U JAePEBbs, HAOpachBast Ha
HUX CBOIO T'YCTYIO TEJIEHY.

Bacwmun I'puropeeBud backakoB — Tak 3Bajiv 3TOro MoJioz10-
0 4eJIoBeKa, MEJJIEHHO 1IaraBIlero no Mocrkam Hesckou niep-
CIEKTUBBI, — prexai u3 Mockssl. [IpaBaa, u B MOCKBe HbIHEIII-
HsIs OCEHb ObLJTa HE U3 BaXKHBIX: M TAM BBITI1aJTM TOCKJIMBBIC THU;
HO TaM He BEYHO e I1IeJT 10K /1b, HEHACTHbIE IHU YepeOBaIUCh
C SICHBIMH M CYXUMH, U, CAMOE IJIABHOE, TaM He ObLJIO ITUX YKac-
HbIX TymMaHoB. B [lerepOypr BackakoB moman ciydaitHO: oT4a-
CTH 4TOOBI JOCTABUTD yIOBOJIbCTBUE cBOEH TeTke Obre MIBaHOB-
HEe U pa3bICKaTh €€ CTapIIero ChiHa, BO3BPATUBIIIETOCs OYATO ObI
u3 bepnuHa, riue oH cocTos MpU pycCKOM MOCOJIbCTBE, OTYACTH
9TOOBI CAMOMY TO3HAKOMUThCSI ¢ CeBEPHOM CTOJUIIEH, OTHSIB-
Il B IOCIeJHUE roapl y apeBHen llepBonpectonpHON Bech ee
0J1eCK 1 BCE 3HAUEHMUE.

BackakoBy ObLJI0 Bcero ABajiaTh iBa rojia, a B STOM BO3pacte
BCE KaXXETCsl B PO30BOM LIBETE, U [IO3TOMY, KOT/Ia €ro Mepesl OTb-
€3/I0M IyTaJIi BCSIKUMH CTpaxaMu OMPOHOBCKOHM THPaHUU, Yep-
HOW TydYel HaBWCINEH He ToibKo Haj [letepOyprom, HO W Haj
Bcerl Poccuent, Bacuwmmii ['puropbeBuY TONBKO Maxaa PyKoOul u
OecnieuHo ynbiOasicsi. Bee 9Tu cTpaxu Ka3zaiuch emy IpeyBesiv-
YeHHBIMU, OMPOHOBCKUE 3ACTEHKH COBCEM HE TAKMMH yXKACHBI-



MHU, OOIIMI yXac, OXBAThIBABIIHIA BCEX MPU OTHOM TOJIBKO MMe-
HM BCECHJIBHOTO BPEMEHIIMKA, YepPecuyp pa3ayThiM. Y HEro mo-
Ka elrie He ObLJIO HU Ipy3el, HA BParoB, B €ro KUIax TeKJIa MOJIo-
Jasi Topsiuasi KpoBb, CEp/LIE €ro ellle HU pas3y He OMJIOCh OT CTpa-
Xa, U OH CMeJIO OTIIPaBUJICS Ha HEBCKUE Oepera, BIOJIHE yOexk-
JEHHBIN B TOM, YTO €ro 0coda MpeACTaBIsIeT CIUIIKOM HE3HAYH-
TeJIbHYIO BEJIMYMHY M UTO €T0 MOSIBJICHUE B CTOJIUIIE HE BHI30BET
pelmTebHO HUYbero BHUMaHUSI.

Bacwunus ['puropbeBuya TsiHYJIA Cloa kax/a HOBBIX BIeYar-
JieHuid, 6ecco3HaTebHasI Ha/IeK/1a Ha BOSMOXKHOCTB BECEJIO TPO-
BeCTH BpeMmsi, HO [leTepOypr BCTpEeTHIT ero HelpUBETIMBO U CY-
poBo, U BackakoB o4eHb OBICTPO pa3o4yapoBayicsl B HeM. Tolb-
KO YTO HAYaBIIWIA 3aCTPArBaThCs TOPO TIOKA3AJICS eMY KaTKUM
Y HEKPACHMBBIM CPAaBHUTEJIBHO C ApeBHENM MOCKBOM, MOpakaB-
el BemureM cBoero Kpemuist, pOCKOIIHBIMU MasiaTaMu Oora-
ThIX 00sip U obwimeM Boxbux xpamoB. JIokau M TyMaHbl pas-
Apakayu ero. Ha ynuiiax japuiio yHbIHUE, BRI3BAHHOE OCEHHEN
CIISIKOTBIO U TJIABHBIM 00pa3oM OOJIE3HBIO UMITEPATPUIIBI — 00-
JIe3HBIO, YCUIIMBINIEHCS HACTOJIBKO, YTO CTAJIM IIOTOBAPHBATH O €€
Oomu3koi koHuunHe. [letepOypikiiel, BOOOIIE HAITyraHHBIE COObI-
TUSIMH TIOCJIETHETO BPEMEHH, TperieTaBIIie OT MAJICHIIIEro IIo-
poxa, ele MOJHbIE YKAaCHOTO BIEYATICHHS, KaKoe MPOM3Besa
CPaBHUTENILHO HENaBHSIS Ka3Hb KaOuHeT-MuHHUCTpa ' BombIHCKO-
ro, He 3Hasl, YTO MPUHECET UM TPSIYIIUI JeHb, TOCKJIUBO TpSi-

! Ka6I/IHCT—MI/IHI/ICTp — YJICH Oq)I/IL[I/IaII])HOI‘O COBETA, BEPXOBHOI'O OpraHa B COCTaBe
TpexX Ka6I/IH€T-MI/IHI/ICTpOB.



TAJIMCh OT 30PKOT0 B3IVIAJA CHIMKOB TaliHOW KaHLIEISAPUHZ, U
MOTOMY-TO TeTepOyPrcKre YIUIIbl ObLIH MOYTH MyCThl. Ecm ke
Y BCTpevaIMch backakoBy peikve Menexopl, €CJU K€ U IPOMBI-
XaJI1 MUMO HETO TsIKeJIble KOJIbIMaru?, OepivHbI* ¥ N3BO3UNYbU
POCITYCKK®, TIOYTH TIO CTYIHILY KOJIEC YXOJIsl B TPSI3b, CTOSIBIIYIO
Ha TUIOXO MOIIIEHHBIX MOCTOBBIX, TO JIMIIA BCTPEYABIIMXCS €MY
ObUTM TaK CYMpauHBbl, YTO MOJIOJIOMY UYEJIOBEKY CTAHOBUJIOCH TTO-
JIOKUTENTbHO TOIIHO, M OH MPENOYUTaN CUJIETh B CBOE TOPHHUIIE
Ha 3ae3:KeEM JBOPE, YEM CIIOHATHCS 10 CTOJIUIIE, BCTpeyasi TOMb-
KO XMYypble B3IJIS/IB 1A TIIsi/isl HA CBUHIIOBOE HeOO, cesinee Ha-
JIO€JUTUBBIM HEMPEPBHIBHBIM JIOKIEM.

Ecnmu Obl He obOemanvie, JaHHOe UM TeTke, Bacunuii ['puro-
pbEBUY, HE 33]yMbIBASICh HU HA MUHYTY, CHOBa OBl yceJiCs B TIOU-
TOBYIO KapeTy, 4ToObl BEpHYThCSI B MOCKBY; HO OH OBUI CBsI-
3aH 3TUM OOellaHueM U JIOJKeH ObLT octaBathes B [letepOypre,
pas3bICKMBasi CBoero ABoopoaHoro Opata. Ho, cioBHO HapouyHO,
€ro mpecsenoBajo HecuacThe U B 3TUX po3bicKax. B koeruu
WHOCTPAHHBIX JIeJI €My 3asIBUJIM, YTO «TOYHO-Je aceccop® Bac-
KaKOB, COCTOSIBIIMN MpH OepMHCKON ambaccane’, u3 bepiunHa
otObu1 U B [letepOypre B HeJaBHee BpeMsi HAXOIUJICS», & HAXO-

% Taitnas KaHIIEISIPUsl — OpraH MOJIMTUIECKOro CchicKa B [letepOypre.

3 Kosbivara — Kapera, KoJIsicKa, 6apckasi OBO3Ka, JUIMHHAsT KHOWTKA, TAPaHTAC.
4 bepnuna — crapunHas Kapera, phliBaH, KOJIbIMara.

> Pocryck — 0qHOOCHBIH IPHUIIEI A1 IePeBO3KH ATMHHOMEPHBIX I'PY30B.

6 Aceccop — 3acefatesns, JOKHOCTHOE JIUIIO, OOladeHHOe CyIeOHOM BIIACThIO.

7 AM6accana — IMOCOJIBCTBO.



JWTCS JIX U TI0 HACTOsAIIee BpeMsl 3[1eCh — O TOM eMy OOelain
pasBegars. I BOT Tpetnii JeHb NOAPAL XOAWT OH B KOJUIETHIO,
BOT M Ceifuac TOJILKO YTO BHIIIEN OTTY/IA, & YNHOBHUK, OOCIIaB-
MM eMY BCe JIONIOJJIMHHO Pa3Be/aTh, ONATh 3asBUJI, YTO HUYE-
ro IOKa BEPHOTO HE 3HAeT, HO yOexk/eH, uTo aceccop backakos
B beprun Ha3ag He yezxasl, B pyrue ropofa OTIycKa He Opai u
JOJIKEH HaXOAUTBHCS HE MHAYe, Kak B cToymue. .. A korna Bacu-
i ['puropbeBrnY BO3pasuJl, 4TO €CIIU 3TO JEUCTBUTENIBHO TaK,
TO KOJIJIETUH JIOJKHO ObITh BEZJIOMO MECTONpPEObIBaHME €r0 ABO-
IOPOTHOrO Opara M YTO aceccop — He MroJjika, KOTOpas MOXKET
3aTepAThCA TaK, YTO €€ e[Ba-eIBa Pasblllielllb, — YAHOBHUK CO
CHUCXOJUTEJIbHOM YJIbIOKOH 3aMeTHIT:

— Ilo HBIHENIHMM BpeMeHaM, rocyJapb MOM, HE TOJIBKO acec-
COpBI, a U JEUCTBUTEIIbHBIE TAHbIE COBETHUKHU HE OOJIBIIE UTOJI-
KU 3HAYaT U, KaK UTOJIKK, OECCIIeTHO MPOMaaloT. . .

Ho Bce ke oH oAtk npocun Bacunusa ['puropbesnya ynocy-
KUTHCA U 3aIVIAABIBATE B KOJJIETHIO, KOTOPAsk HE 3aMEMJIUT pas3-
BeaTh, Ky/a TOJEBaJICs ero IBOIOPOAHBIN Opar.

Tam, B KaHLe/IsIpUM KOJUIerny, backakos He npujan HUKaKo-
IO 3HAYEHMS 3JI0BEUIUM CJI0BaM Pa3rOBAPUBABILEIO C HUM YHU-
HOBHHKa, HO Terepb, Ha CBOOONE, MeUIEHHO MPOoOMpasich Ha
doHTaHKY, I11e CTOAJ 3a€3KUH ABOP, HA KOTOPOM OH OCTAHOBWJI-
Cs1, MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK HEBOJIBHO 33, {yMaJICsl O Cy/1bOe CBOETO IBO-
I0pOHOro Opara, 3aaymMaics u Jaxe ucnyraics. U no cBeneHu-
SIM, TIOJTyYEHHBIM TETKOM, U 110 TOMY, YTO €My CaMOMY y/AaJioCh
y3HaTh B MHOCTpaHHOU Kosuternu, Hukomnan JIsBoBnu backakos



Mecsa JIBa yKe Kak Bblexal u3 bepnuna. Eciy nonoxuts, 4To
OH ynotpeOu Ha mpoes[ 1o [lerepOypra mecsil, To, BO BCAKOM
cllyyae, OH yxe IieJIblii Mecsil, HaxoquTcsi B cronuue. Y Bapyr
OKa3bIBAETCS, YTO KOJJIETHSA POBHO HUYETO HE 3HAET O CBOEM UM-
HOBHUKeE, TTpeOBIBAIOIIEM TaK OJIM3KO OT Hee.

Bnpyr B mo3ry Bacumms ['puropseBnya, kak MomnHus, Omec-
HyJIa y’)KacHasi MbICJIb: «A 4TO, ecau Hukonail ucue3 B 3aCTeH-
kax TaitHoW kaHuensapun? Yrto, eciv KOIJIErMA HEU3BECTHO €TI0
MECTOKHMTEILCTBO TIOTOMY, YTO OH TOMNAaJI B JIarbl OWPOHOBCKUX
najiayei, yMelIux He TOJIbKO 3aCTaBUTh TOBOPUTD, HO U 3aCTa-
BUTb MOJTYaTh CBOM JKEPTBbI?..»

W cTons1o 3TOM CTpaIIHOM MBICIIM 3aKOMOIIUTHCSA B MO3TY MO-
JIOJIOTO Y€JI0BEeKa, KaK OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO YK€ HE XOJIOIHbIN
BETEP, C BOEM HOCSALIMICS 1O YJIMLAM, JIEAEHUT €ro TeJIO, a yKac
nepe/ KakuM-TO HEBEOMbIM, HO ITPO3HBIM HecyacTHeM. Yezxas
13 MOCKBBI, OH XpaOpuiics; eMy Ka3aJloch, YTO OMPOHOBCKUM
CBILLMKAM JI0 HEr0 HET HUKAKOIO JIeJ1a, HO TeNepb, IO/ BIAUSHUEM
MEp3KOM TOTOfIbl, PacIIaTaBIIel ero HepBbl, BCS €ro XpabpocTh
pacrasiia, Kak AbIM 1oj BeTpoM. EMy BHe3alnmHO BCIIOMHUWIIMCH
BCE Y)Kachl OMPOHOBCKUX 3aCTEHKOB, O KOTOPBIX XOTS INIyXUM
IIENIOTOM, HO XOIWJIM TOJIKUA 10 MOCKBE; BCIOMHUJIMCh PAacCKa-
3bl O COTHSIX HEBEAOMO Ky[a MCUE3HYBIIMX Jioaer. OH Tak ele
HeJaBHO OECMeYHO OTMAXUBAJICS, CITyIasi 3TH TOJKH M paccKa-
3bl, HO TETIEPb €I'0 OXBATUJI TAKOM CTPAaX, CJIOBHO €TO YK€ CXBaTH-
JIM LIETIKKE PYKH CHIILUKOB, CJIOBHO C33J1 HETO YK€ POrpPeMEIIO
POKOBOE «CJIOBO M AEJI0», CIIOBHO MEPEN HUM YK€ 3aMeJIbKaIN



TILITOUHBIE OPY/IMSI, KaK 0arpoBO pocoid, OOpbI3raHHbIE YeJIOBe-
YECKOM KPOBBIO. ..

Yro 10 TOro, 4To €ro HUKTO 3/1eCh HE 3HAET, YTO Ha HeM HeT
HUKakoW BHHBI? )11 TOro 4roObl IONAacTh B 3aCTEHOK TalHOM
KaHIIeJISIPUY, He HYKHO ObUIO HUKAKOW BUHBL. UTOOBI Mpe/ICTaTh
npeJ rpo3Hsie 04 AHgpes MBaHoBuya YiakoBa, COBEPILIEHHO
OBUIO JIOCTATOUHO M TOTO, YTO OH HAXOMIUJICSI B POJICTBE C YeJlo-
BEKOM, YK€ MO3HAKOMHUBIITUMCS C TPOMUTAHHBIMU KPOBBIO pyKa-
MU OMPOHOBCKHX Tasiaueil. B Te BpeMeHa BUHY BbIIyMbIBAJIH T€,
KOMY 3TO OBUIO BBITOJJHO, KOMY 3TO ObLJIO HYXKHO, a JJae JierKas
BCTpsICKA Ha JIbIOe 3acTaBJislla BIOJIHE HEBUHHBIX JIIOJIEH KjieBe-
TaTh U Ha ceOsl, U HA CBOMX OJIN3KHUX.

Benomamiock Bce 310 backakoBy, M OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, Kak
Ha TOJIOBE Y HEro MPOCTYIIJI XOJOJHBIN MOT, KaK IO TeJTy Mpo-
Oesxasia JieisTHas IPOXKb, U OH MOJIOKUTETBHO C UCITYTOM OTIIIAT-
HYJICA, KOTJIa 3acblai 3a co0010 Ybu-TO 1iark. Ho mpoxoxuit
TpoIe;l MUMO, Jake He B3NIsAHY) Ha Bacunus ['puropbeBuya,
MOJIOJION YesIOBeK 00JIeryeHHo B310xHy 1. Ho cTpax ero He mpo-
mies. Ykac, HaBesiHHbIN rpe3ami, He paccesiics. Kak 1o ObiBa-
€T 3a49acTyI0, OH YK€ HE COMHEBAJICSI, UTO €ro TBOIOPOIHBIN Opat
Mporaj B 3acTeHKax TallHOW KaHIIeJspud, eMy yxke Ka3aJlocCh,
yto Hukormaii JIbBOBUY He BIHECET IIBITKU, OTOBOPUT BCEX CBOMX
3HAKOMBIX, BCEX CBOMX POIHBIX, @ B TOM UHUCJIE U €r0, U, MOXKET
OBITh, BOT ceiiyac, BOT B 3Ty CaMyl0 MUHYTY, €ro IIPUXOJl Ha 3a-
€31 JBOP CTOPOXKAT CHIIIIUKH, M CTOUT TOJIBKO MY ITOKa3aThCs
TaM, KaK ero CXBaTAT U, MOXKET ObITh, Ha TIeJIbie TOIbl 3aMypPYIOT



B KAMEHHBI! MEIIIOK.

U ctpax ObUI Tak cuiieH, 4To BackakoB MOJOKUTEBLHO TETIEPh
Oosiics AT Ha 3ae3xuii 1Bop. [lo PoHTaHKM OBUIO yXke Hefla-
JIeKO, eMy yxke ObLT BUIEH OTCIoIa MOCT, MEPEeKUHYTHI yepes
PEUKy; HO OH HE TOJIbKO 3aMeJIUII IIard, HO J1a’Ke OCTAaHOBWJI-
cs1, MPEATNOYUTAs POBECTU CKOPEe HOUb Ha YJIUIIE, YeM MOMacTh
MIPSIMO B IIETIKME PYKU CHIIITUKOB M HU 32 YTO HU MPO YTO, MOKET
OBbITh, PACITPOCTUTHCS C TOJIBKO UTO HAYABIIEHCS KU3HBIO.

Crasio 3ameTHO TeMHeTb. Haberanu BeuepHue TeHH, U BOJTHBI
TyMaHa, HOCUBIIIETOCS 10 YJIMIaM, CTaJIi PUHUMATH ITOCTENEeH-
HO 00Jiee MpavHyIo OKpacky. M 3ToT Mpak, TOYHO HaJBUTABIITHIA-
csl CO BCEX CTOPOH, €lle CUIbHee TAroTu backakoBa, U yxac ¢
KaXJI0M CEKyHJION Bce Oobilie U OOJIbIIe pa3pacTayics B ero j1y-
mie.

Bacwnmuii ['puropbeBrd B3IJISIHYT BBEpX, Ha MevyaibHOe HeOo,
KOTOPOE TaKke 3aBOJIAKMBAJIOCh HOUHOIO TEHBIO, ITOCMOTPEI 110
CTOPOHAM U BJPYT 3aMETUJT B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax OT ceOsl TOJIbKO
YTO 32X KEHHBIN (POHAPD, KOJBIXaeMbIi TIOPHIBAMH BETPA, OTYE-
ro ero cjaaOblil OTOHEK Ka3aJicsl B TYMAHHOM MIJie KaKOW-TO JIpO-
JKallei, TOYHO TAHIYIOIIEN, 3BE3/I0UKOM.

«Jlo/mKHO OBITh, AaBCTEPUSIS,— MOTYMAJIOCh €My, — MOXHO 3aii-
TH ¥ XOTbh 00OT'PEThC, & TO ITOT BETEP OKOHYATEILHO 3aJIeICHUT
MEHSD».

W oH KpyNHBIMY IIIAraMU HATPABUJICS] B CTOPOHY, TJI€ TPOKal

8 ABCTepUsl — FOCTUHULIA, TPAKTUP, XapPYEBHS U MUTEHHBIIA A0M.



OTOHEK.

Ho xorna Bacnmii ['puropbseBrd nepecTynui nopor IBepH,
HaJ KOTOpoi BUcen (poHapb, OH yOeqWsICs, YTO 3TO HE aBCTe-
pusi, a KabGavyoK JJIsl YMCTOW MyONMKH, TaK HA3bIBAEMBbI Tep-
Oepr, kotopsix B IlerepOypre B TO BpeMs ObLJIO CPaBHUTEILHO
Masio. HEeCKONbKO CTOMKOB, TIOKPHITHIX YUCTHIMU CKATEPTSIMHU,
OpocHIMCh €My B IJ1a3a; yBU/EN OH U MPUJIABOK, HA KOTOPOM
BEJIMYECTBEHHO KpacoBajicsi OOYOHOK U CTOsuIa 1ienasi Oarapest
CTEKJISIHHBIX KPYKEK M OJIOBSIHHBIX CTAKAHOB, & PAJOM C OOYOH-
KOM OH 3aMETHJT IPEXOPOIIEHBKYIO KEHCKYIO TOJIOBKY CO B31ep-
HYTHIM HOCHUKOM, SIPKO-KPAaCHBIMHU IyOaMH U IIEJIBIM KacKaJoM
IIBIIIHO B3OMTHIX JIbHSHBIX Bosioc. Koraa oH mepectymnui rmopor,
9TO JIMYMKO YJIBIOHYJIOCH €My, U Becesnast yblOKa OyheTuuIisl, u
TEIUIOTa, [IAPUBINAS 3/1€Ch, HEMHOTO Pa30THAIN CTPAX, OBJIA/IEB-
i 6pu10 UM Ha yauie. OH CKUHYJ ¢ ceOs1 HAaCKBO3b TIPOMOK-
MM TITAI] ¥ TIPUCES K OTHOMY U3 CTOJIMKOB, MOTJISIAbIBAs HA XO-
poIIeHbKY0 OyheTuuIly, KOoTopasi, MPOIoJIKas eMy YJIbOaThCs,
yXe MpuOIMAKanach K HeMy.

— Uro npuKaxeT rOCOIUH? — C CUJIbHBIM YyXOHCKUM aKIIeH-
TOM CITPOCHJIa OHA, MOJIOM/ISI K €ro CTOy.

Bacummii ['puropbeBudY OKMHYJ JTIOOYIOIMMCST B30pOM €€
TIOJTHYIO, TIBIIITHYI0 (PUTYPKY M 3asBWII, YTO €My XO4eTcsi 000-
TPEThCs U, YTO OHA HU TOJIACT, eMy U3 TAKUX XOPOIIEHbKHX PY-
YeK Bce MOKaxercs HeKtapoM. bydgeruuiia, HecMOTpst Ha TO 4TO
MIPUBBIKJIA K BCEBO3MOXKHBIM KOMILTUMEHTaM, KOTOPBIMU €€ T10-
CTOSIHHO OCBITIAJIM BCE TIOCETUTENH TepOepra, BCIIBIXHY.IA SIPKIM



PYMSHLIEM.

— OpHAaKO 4TO rOCNOAMH MOXENAeT? — MIOBTOPWJIA OHA. — Y HAC
€CTh HIOPEHOEPrcKoe U MIOHXEHCKOE IMUBO, €CTh BCEBO3MOKHOE
BUHO; YEro ke BaM yrogHo?

— Tak paiite MHe, Iyiiedka, OyThJIOUKY MaJiephl.

Byderuniia TopornaMBo cKpsulach 3a MPUIaBKOM, 3arpeMena
TaM MOCY/I0i U, TaK ke TOPOIUIMBO BEPHYBIIINCH Ha3a]], IOCTaBU-
Ja iepe] backakoBbIM MOJHOC, HA KOTOPOM CTOsIa TEMHas 3a-
nbUIeHHAs1 Oy THUTKA U — OYEBUIHO, U3 YBAXKEHUS K €ro KpacoTe —
naxe cepeOpsiHast yapka. Bacummii ['puropseBry modmarogapui
KPAacHBYIO YyXOHKY HOBBIM B3IJISIIOM, OT KOTOPOTO OHA BCIIbIX-
HyJIa CHOBA, Y C YJOBOJIbCTBUEM BBIMUJI JIO THA OOJIBLIYIO YapKy
KPEIKOro, apOMaTHOTO BMHA, KOTOPOE OrHEM MPOOEKaIo IO ero
KUJTAM.

OH yyBCTBOBaJ, Kak MO €ro Tejly pasuiach NpUsATHAs Terl-
JIOTa, MOJIOJOCTb B3fJ1a CBOE, U HEJAaBHUW CTpax MCYE3 MOYTH
OeccrnenHo. Becenas ynpiOka CHOBa 3aposkaia Ha ero ryoax, u
OH 00BeJI KOMHATY 0)KHBJIEHHBIM JIIOOOTBITHBIM B3MJIs10M. Kpo-
Me Hero, B repoepre ObUIO €lle JBOE MOCETUTENel: OHU CHUJe-
JI1 B ITPOTUBOIOJIOAKHOM YIJTy KOMHATHI M, KaK IT0Ka3aJIoCh EMY,
CMOTpEJIM Ha Hero JajieKo He OpPYKeToOHBIM B3mIsaoM. OnuH
U3 HUX OBUT BOGHHBIH, B O(pUIIEPCKOM MyHAMpe 3MaitioBcKoro
NOJIKA, APYrOil — IITATCKUil, B TEMHO-(PUOIETOBOM OapXaTHOM
Kam30J1e 1 OEJ0CHEKHOM ka00, KOTOPOE OTTEHSIO €ro CMyIJIoe
0. O6a oM ObUT MOJIOJIBI, 00a OBUTH OUYEHDb HETypHBI COOOH,
HO B TO BpeMsI, KOTJIa BOGHHBII ObIJT COBCEM CBETJILIM OJIOHIH-



HOM, IITATCKUI OB KTy4Ynil OPIOHET, U 10 €70 MUH/AAJIEBUIHBIM
I71a3aM | 110 OYEPTaHUSAM ero HOca, ¢ OYeHb 3aMETHOU ropOvH-
KOM, OBUT0 HECOMHEHHO, YTO B HEM TeYeT I0KHAsI KPOBb.

Kak Tonpko Bacunuii I'puropeeBudy nosieusicst B repoepre, OHu1
00a, 3aMeTHUB ero cTaTHyo (Urypy u OpocuB OBICTPBIH B3IJIS/L HA
€ro JIMLIO, TOYHO MCITYTaBIIMCh YEro, B3IPOrHY/IM U NeperiisiHy-
JIMCh MEXIy co0010. Pa3sroBop, KOTOpBI OHM BEJH JIO €ro Mpu-
X013, KaK-TO cpa3y 00OpPBAJICS; X O)KUBJICHHBIE JIULIA C/IeIaTICh
KaK-TO CTPAHHO CYMpAauHBIMH, B IJIa3aX 3aropesiuch HeloOphie
OrOHbKM, U, Koraa Bacwiuil ['puroppeBrd, BBIITUB YapKy Maje-
pbl, IOCMOTpEJT B UX CTOPOHY, OHU OPOCHJIM B CBOIO OYepe/ib Ha
HETo TAKOW HeAPY:KeT0OHbIN B3IJIsl, TOYHO OH ObLI UX JINUHBIM
Bparom.

— IT0 — OH! — IpouIenTay BOEHHbIM, HAKJIOHAACh YEPE3 CTOJ
K CBOeMy coOeceHUKY. — 51 ero y3Han cpasy.

BproHer 3agymaiicss Ha HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHMI U B CBOIO OYe-
pelb MPOMOJIBUJI:

— Ml MHe KaxeTtcs, 4To 3TO — OH.

— Bosk cam GeXuT B JIOBYIIKY.

— W Hy)HO nocTtapaTbcsi, YTOOB! OH U3 TOM JIOBYIIKH HE BbI-
pBaJICS.

— He Gecrokorics, He yitner! OH CIMIIIKOM MHOTO HACOJIHJI
MHe, YTOO €r0 BBITYCTHUTh, U HY)KHO IOKOHYHUTH C HUIM, YTOOBI OH
HE HACOJIMJI HaM elle OoJIbLIe.

— Ho kak xe 310 ycTpouth?

— He Gecrokoticsi, — ¢ 370Bemen yIbI0Kord MpOroBOPUIT U3-



MamJsIoBell, — MPeJ0CTaBb 3TO MHE.

OH Me[JIeHHO MOIHSUICS CO CBOEro MecTa U MOIIeN K TOMY
crony, rae cujaen backakos.

Bacwmuii I'puropbeBud cTpariHo Obl yAMBWICS, €CJTU Obl eMy
YAAJIOCh MOJCTYIIATh STOT CTPAHHBIN pa3roBop. CKOJIb3HYB pPaB-
HOJAYIIHBIM B3IJISIIOM MO JIMIIAM STHX TOCMOM, OH TOTYac xke
OITyCTHJI 1J1a3a, HUCKOJIBKO HE MHTEPECYSICh UMH, U C OOJBbIIUM
YAOBOJILCTBUEM CTasl OpocaTh CBOM IBLIKKME B30PHl B CTOPOHY
NPUJIaBKa, TIOOYACH TMIUKOM OypeTuntipl. [loaToMy OH JOHEb-
351 UBYMWJICS, KOTJIa M3MAaWJIoBell, TPOXOAsi MUMO HEro, BIPYT
TaK CHJIHO TOJIKHYJI €r0, UTO OH eJlBa yJepxkascs Ha Tabypere.
DTa HeJeIMKATHOCTh CTPAIITHO BO3MYTHIa backakoBa; OH ObICT-
PO MOJHSJICS HA HOTY, THEBHO B3MJISIHYB Ha oduliepa, U He 1Ty-
MABIIIErO U3BUHSTHCS 32 CBOIO HEIEMKATHOCTh, U PE3KO CIIPO-
CUJT:

— DT0 4TO Xe, cyaapb, 3HauuT? Yem s MOry oOBSICHUTH ceit
MOCTYIOK C Ballleil CTOPOHbBI?

M3maiinoBel OTBETHI CaMbIM HaXaJIbHBIM TOHOM:

— Jla Kak XOTHUTE, TaK U OOBSCHSNTE; I HUCKOJIBKO HE MHTE-
pecyioch TeM, Kak Bbl ceOe ceid MO TTOCTYIOK OOBSICHUTD TOKe-
JlaeTe.

— Tak Bbl MEHSI TOJIKHYJIM, 3HAYUT, HE CITy4YanHO?

— Her-c, He ciyuaitHo. MHe He oHpaBuiach Baia (pu3HOHO-
MM,

KpoBb 3akunena B backakoBe, OH MHCTUHKTHBHO CKajl Ky-
JIAKW U TaK TOJKHYJI U3MAMIOBIA, YTO TOT OTJIETENl OT Hero Ha



HECKOJIbKO IIaros. ..



11
HeoxuaHHbINA pe3yJibTaT

OmnereB ot Tomuka backakoBa k cTeHe, ake CTyKHYBILIUCH
TOJIOBOM O CTEHY, U3MAIIOBEL] B [IEPBOE MIHOBEHHE PACCBUPE-
TeJ1, I71a3a ero HaJIJIUCh KPOBBIO, M OH B CBOIO 0Yepe/ib OpocHJICs
Ha Bacumus ['puropreBrua, HO TOTYAC ke OBICTPO OIMOMHUMIICS,
THEB €ro TOYHO pacTasii, 3I00HBIE OTOHBKY B I71a3aX MOTYXJIH, 1
BMECTO HUX I0Ka3aJ1ach HACMENUIMBAsi, TOUHO TOPKECTBYIOLIA
ynpiOka. OH MeJIeHHO nofoIes K backakoBy, pojiokaBIiemMmy
CTOATh BCE €Il B yIpOXKalolIei 1o3e, ¥ pa3MepeHHO, Kak Obl OT-
YeKaHMBas KakJa0€e CJI0BO, IIPOTOBOPHUJI:

— 4 BuKy, BbI, cynapb, He U3 poOKUX. OHO BIIOJHE MOHSTHO,
€CJIM B3AThb BO BHMMaHMe Baily npogeccuo. Ho, Haznewocs, Bbl
IPEKPACHO MTOHMUMAETE, YTO MBI C BAMU HE MOXEM paccTaTbcs,
HE PACKBUTABIIUCH IPYT C IPYTOM.

dApkaa kpacka 3anmna guno Bacunmusa ['puropseBnua. OH
TOJIBKO TENEpb MOHSII, KAKME HENPUATHBIE TOCJIEICTBUS MOXET
HIOBJIEYb 32 COOOI0 3TA €ro CydaiiHasi ccopa, U yke J0CaI0Bal
Ha ceOs, YTO 3aIes B 3TOT repoepr, J0CaJoBal Ha TO, YTO BCIIbI-
. beutont crpax cHoBa oxBaruJi ero. OH 1omnaj u3 Oras Ja B
noneiMe. [loutn He 3Has CyLIECTBYIOIIMX MOPSIKOB, OH YacTo
ciblman B MockBe, 4To Iy3J1i IpeciielyI0TCs 3aKOHOM, 4To Ipa-
BUTEJIbCTBO OYE€Hb KOCO CMOTPUT Ha CTBIYKH C OPYKHMEM B pyKax
Y UTO 3aXBAYECHHBIM JIyJISIHTAM He ObIBAET MOIIAbI.



B cnoBax n3maiisioBlia 3Byya’l CIMIIKOM SICHBIA HaMeK, U Ba-
cumii ['puropbeBd yke He MOT Obl 0TKa3aThCs OT Ay, HE BbI-
KazaB cebst TpycoM. Tpycom OH HUKOT/Ia He ObLT U TeM Ooliee He
XOTeJI 10Ka3aTh Mepe]] STUMU COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIMU €My
JOaBpMHU, UTO 6ouTcs ayamu. OH ropao 3aKUHYJI TOJI0BY U, CMOT-
psI IPSIMO B I71a3a opuIiepy, MPOMOJIBILI, CTapasich TOBOPUTH KaK
MOKHO CIIOKOWHEE U KaK MOKHO TBEpKe:

— $1 mpekpacHO MOHMMAIO, YTO BbI MIIETE CO MHOIO CCOPBI. . .
He noiiMy TOJIBKO OHOTO, HEYeJIu TaKue CTPaHHbIE MaHepHl,
KaKye Bbl BHIKAa3aJIH 1O OTHOIIEHHIO KO MHE, B HpaBax M 00bIYa-
X pycckux ogunepor? He gymanTte, noxanyicra, 4ro eciu s
HE HOLILY OpYXMs, YTO €CJIM 51 He MPHHA/JIEXKY K BOEHHOMY CO-
CJIOBMIO, TaK MCITYTaloCh BaIllMX I'PO3HBIX HAMEKOB U elle Oosee
T'PO3HBIX B3MIAIOB. Bripouem, — mprbaBmit oH, — TaK Kak BBl Me-
HS1 OCKOPOWJIU MIEPBBIH, TO, MMOXKATYH, sl TOTOB YI0BOJIbCTBOBATh-
Cs1 BalllUM U3BUHEHUEM. . .

W3maiinoBer 1ep3K0O pacxoXxoTacsl.

— Ox, cymaps, 12 BBl — KOMHK, Kak 51 Ha Bac norspky! Mimb,
CKQXWTE Ha MUJIOCTh, OH CUUTAET, YTO 51 OCKOPOUJI €ro MepBbIii!
Kecroko uzBonute 3a0mysxkaarbcs. OckopOieHre HaHECIH Bbl
MHe, u catucakimu’ Tpedylo 1y Bac. A mocemy OyabpTe CTOJb
MoOEe3HBI U COOOIIUTE MHE, Ky/a 51 MOTY ITPUCIIATh CBOMX CEKYH-
JaHTOB.

Srot Bonpoc nocrasui backakosa B Tynuk. OH gaxe pacre-
psUICs, HO HE TIOTOMY, YTO €My HEJIOBKO ObLIO CKa3aTh Mpo TO,

? CaTI/IC(I)aKL[I/IH — YAOBJICTBOPECHUE 3a OCKOp6.TIeHI/IG YeCTU, Ay3Jib C OCKOp6I/IT€IIGM.



YTO OH OCTAHOBWJICS, pHexaB U3 MOCKBBI, Ha IPSA3HOBATOM 3a-
€3)KeM JBOpe, a TOTOMY, YTO He 3HaJ, IPOBEAET JIM OH TaM 3aB-
TpAIIHUH JIeHb, TAK KaK, HAITyTaHHBIA CBOUMH MBICJISIMU, OOSIIICS
Tyaa BepHyTbcsl. CMyTUJIO €ro Takxke U TO, 4TO y HEero He ObuIo
HU Ay 3HakoMoit B [letepOypre, 4To eMy HEKOro ObLIO MpH-
IJIACUTH B CBOU CeKYHIAHTHI. OJHAKO HYKHO ke ObUIO BBIATH U3
9TOrO HEJIOBKOTO TIOJIOKEHUSI, HYKHO JKe ObUIO OTBETHTh O(pH-
1epy, OYEBUIHO HETEPIIEIMBO K IaBilemMy ero orBera. OOblYHas
6ecnieyHoCTh BackakoBa B3sj1a BepX HaJl CTpaXaMu U COMHEHH-
SIMH, 3aKOTIOIIUBIIIMMUCS OBUIO B €ro JyIlle: OH caM HEBOJBHO
YJIBIOHYJICS, TIOMyMaB O TOM, B KaKOM OE€3BBIXOJIHOM TIOJIOKe-
HUM HAXOIUTCS TeNepb, U COBCEM Becesio 0OpaTuics K CBOEMY
HEOXXUIAaHHOMY COTIEPHHUKY:

— Bor uT0, cygapb, 1 He OTKa3bIBalOCh, KOHEYHO, OT Iy C
BaMH, 51 HUKOT/Ia He ObLT TPYCOM U TeM Maue He Oyay UM Terepb,
HO JIOJIKEH BaM MTPU3HATHCSI OTKPOBEHHO, YTO B IPUHEBCKOM CTO-
JIMIIE ST — COBCEM HOBBIM UEJIOBEK, UTO 371eCh OYKBAJILHO HUKTO
MEHS He 3HAeT U sl HUKOTO He 3Hal0. A ToceMy, YK eCJIY BbI Jiefia-
eTe MHE TaKyl0 YeCThb, BBIXO/ISI CO MHOM Ha MOE/IMHOK, C/IeyanTe
U JIPYTYIO YeCTb: YKaKUTE, MO-TIEPBbIX, KyJa 5 JOJKEH SIBUThCS
3aBTpa IS BCTPEUYM C BaMH, a TAKKe 3aXBaTUTE CEKYHJAHTOB U
Ha MOIO JI0JTIO.

W3maiinoBert nepersisiHyJIcs Co CBOMM ToBapuiiieM. Ha ux u-
1[aX CHaYajia MpPOCKOJIb3HYJIO HEIOyMeHHe, KOTOpOe 3aTeM CMe-
HWIOCh HACMEITMBOM YJIBIOKOM; T71a3a X, OYEBU/IHO, CKa3aIn
APYT Opyry O4YeHb MHOTOE, U 3aTeM oduiiep, 0Opamasch CHOBa



k backakoBy, ckazat:

— 41, xoHeuHoO, rocyaapb MO, He CTaHy YJIUYaTh Bac BO JIKH,
MIOTOMY UYTO U MHE, U MOEMY TOBapHIIly OYeHb XOPOIIIO BEIOMO,
YTO BBl YEJIOBEK B NIPUHEBCKOH CTOJIMIIE AajleKO He HOBbIA. M3
BCEro, YTO Bbl MHE CKa3ajid, 51 3aKJII0Yal0 TOJIBKO, YTO BaM BO
9TO OBI TO HU CTAJIO XOUETCsI YCKOJIB3HYTh OT MEHsI; HO TaK KaK I
HE MUMEI0 HU MaJICHIIIeTo JKeJIaHUsI BBIITYCTUTh BaC U3 CBOMX PYK,
TO TOTOB TPU3HATh, YTO Bbl UesioBeK B [letepOypre HUKOMY He
BEJIOMBIH, YTO y BaC HUKOro 3HaKOMbIX B [letepOypre B gaHHOE
BpeMsi, MOXKET OBbITh, Ml HET, UTO CEKYH/IAHTOB BHI JIOCTATh HE MO-
KeTe, ¥ TIoceMy Tpejiaraio Bam crienyloiee: 1o Llapurpiaa tyra
37IeCh OUCHb He/IaIeKO; 'y Bac, U 'y MEHs €CTh IITIary, MouIeM-
Te TyJa U PacCUMTaeMcsi MekIy co00K. A BOT MOW TOBApHIII, —
KMBHYB B CTOPOHY OpIOHETa, MPUOABII OH, — OyJIeT ¥ MOUM, U
BaIllM CEKYHJAHTOM.

— Ho no3Bosnbte, — ropsiuo Bo3pasmi backakoB, — kaxkercs,
KaK BBI3BAHHBIN, s UMEIO MTPABO BHIOMPATh Opyxkue. OTYero 3to
BaM JKeJIaTeJIbHO JIPaThCs Ha IIIarax, Koraa MHe, MOXeT OBITb,
KeJatesbHa Ay31b Ha TMUCTOoNeTax ?

[To rybam u3MaiiioBIia mpodesxaia ycMelka.

— 1 HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAKOCh, UTO, MOXKET ObITh, y3J1b Ha
NIFCTOJIETaX BaM U OoJiee jKeJaTenbHa, HO HaM YK IIPUIETCs OCTa-
HOBUTHCS Ha IIITIare; BO-TEPBbIX, IOTOMY, UYTO Y HaC C BaMU TOJT
PYKaMH MHUCTOJIETOB HET, BO-BTOPBIX, OTTOTO, YTO BHICTPEI OYCHb
IIIyMeH U MOXeT 0OpaTuTh Ha ceOsl Ube-HUOY/Ib BHUMAHUE, & MHE
9TOTO COBCEM HE XOUETCs, & B-TPEThUX — Y MEHS SIBIJIOCHh HeTIpe-



OJIOJIUMOE KeJIaHHWe YOUTh Bac, YTO s, MOXET OBbITh, C YCIIEXOM
U c/leNalo, Tak Kak OueHb HeJypHO BJajelo mimaroi. Brpodem,
cyaaphb, — 0OABUJI OH BCE C TOI K€ EXUIHON YCMENIKON, — CUM-
Tal0 CBOMM CBSIIIIEHHBIM JIOJITOM TMpeayINpeauTh Bac, 4to, Oyie
BBI HE TIOKeJIaeTe 1aTh MHe caTucakivio, Oy/ie Bbl TOTUYAC JKe He
OTIPaBUTECh CO MHOIO U ¢ MOMM TipusitesieM Ha [lapuiibia myr,
TO 51 XOTS ¥ C BEJIMUYAKIIIM COXaJeHUeM, HO TIPUHYKICH Oy1y
NPOTKHYTb Bac cBOei mmaroii Hemeasi! — M oH yrposxaroliie ro-
JIOXKUJT PYyKY Ha 3¢ec CBOEH IIary.

— To ectb, — HemMHOTO OnesiHes1, cripocui Bacumnmii ['puropbe-
BUY, — BbI TIOK/IeTe Ha yOUIICTBO?

— Bel He ommbnuck, cynapb, — ¢ MPOHUYECKUM TMOKJIOHOM OT-
BETWJI U3MaIJIOBEll, — MHE Ballia (pU3MOHOMUS TaK He HPABUTCS,
9TO $1 JaKe MOWAy Ha YOUNCTBO.

BackakoB Ha MrHOBEHHeE 33yMaJiCsl, HO TeHb TOTYaC ke coe-
*kana c ero junia. OH nonaj B JIOBYIIIKY, U HEYero OblJIO COMHe-
BaThCsl, UTO ITOT OUIIep, JUIO KOTOPOTrO Kazajaoch MOJIOAOMY
4eJIOBEeKy OYeHb CHUMIIATHUYHBIM, JIEHCTBUTEBHO MOXET YOUTb
ero. Kpuyare 1 3Bath Ha omonip Bacummo ['puropbeBudy co-
BCEM HE XOTeJIOCh: OH 3TUM IpsAMO Obl OTAa cebst B pyKH Ou-
POHOBCKHX CBHIIIUKOB, KOTOPBIE, MOXKET ObITh, YK TOHSIOTCS 32
HUM; CJIeJJOBaTeIbHO, HE OCTaBAJIOCh HMUETO Oojiee, KaK Coryia-
CHTBCS Ha 3Ty BBIHYKJCHHYIO 1y3Jb. TYT y HEro Bce-Taku ObUIN
IaHChl Ha yiady. OH roToBMIICS K BOGHHOM cilyk0e, 1, eciu Obl
HE TeTKa, KOTOpasi M0YeMy-TO CUMTAaJIa €ro 3[JJ0POBbE OUEHD Clia-
ObIM, OH, HABEPHOE, TeTIeph M caM Obl HOCHIT OOUTIEPCKUI MYH-



mup. B Ob10e BpeMst backakoB o4eHb ycepaHO 3aHuMasIcs ex-
TOBaHMEM, OUeHb HEeJ[yPHO BJIafieJI IIIaroi v ObLT BIIOJTHE YOeXk-
JIeH, UTO OH He TIO3BOJIMT 3ape3aTh ceOsl, KaK IbITUIEHKA, & MOXET
ObITh, Ja’ke CyMeeT OTILIATUTh STOMY Jep3KOMY O(pHIIepy XOpo-
UM yAapoM. MBIC/IY 5TH MOJTHUEH TPoOekKasu y Hero B roJioBe,
COTHAJIM MPAYHYIO JHIMKY, HaOeXaBIy0 ObLIO HA €ro JIUIO, U
Ha ero ryoax 3ajaposkalia omnsiTh Becesasi, OecrieqHast yJbloKa.

— 4l x Bammm yciayram, rocygapy Moy, — IpOroBOpII OH, Ha-
KUpIBas Ha ceOs ruiarll.

3aTem OH MOJOIIeN K MPUIaBKy, 32 KOTOPhIM cHjena Oyder-
yuIia, NoOJeJHeBIasi KaKk CMepTh, KaK TOJIBKO Havyajaach 3Ta
cTpaiHasi ccopa. B To BpeMsi Takue ccopbl ObUT HE PEKOCTb,
JIeBYIlIKa MPUBBIKJIA K HUM, HO KpacuBoe Julo backakosa rpo-
M3BEJIO Ha HEE CJUIIIKOM MPUATHOE BIEUYATICHUE, U, CylIas pa3-
TOBOP MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKAa C U3MAMJIOBIIEM, OHA BCEl AyIION Obl-
Jla Ha ctopoHe nepsoro. Korna backakoB nopoien kK Hell, OHa
o0jana ero TakuM YYacCT/JMBBIM B3IJISAOM, YTO 3TO HEBOJBHO
TpoHYJ10 Bacumusa I'puropbesuya.

— CKOJIBKO 51 BaM JOJKEH, MOsI KpacaBuiia? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

— JIBa pyOuisi, — mpolenTaia OHa B3IparuBaloIM roJI0COM. —
3auyem Bl MJIETE C HUMHK ? — IIPUOaBHJIa OHA IETIOTOM. — XOTHUTe,
s1 TI030BY TIOJIMTIEUCKUE 0OXOJ1, 1 OHU HE TIOCMEIOT MPUIUPATHCS
K BaMm. Beab oHM MOTYT Bac youts?

— He Ooiitech 3a MeHs1, MOsI TIpesiecTb! — YJIbIOasiCh, 3aMETHIT
Bacwmmii ['puropbeBud. — YOUTh OHM MeHs1 HE YOBIOT, a YKJIO-
HATBCS OT BbI30BA 51 HE X04Yy W He mory. [Ipomaiire, nymedka,



WU, BEpHEH, 10 CBU/IaHHU I, IOTOMY UTO 51 YOEK/IEH, UTO MBI e1le
C BaMM YBUAMMCH.

— Ilomoru Bam bor! — nporenrana oHa OMsITh.

— Wpnem, cynapsp, uaem! — KpUKHYJ OT ABEPU U3MalJIOBelLl. —
BbI uepecuyp gonro Gecestyete ¢ 3TUM YyXOHCKMM KYIHJOHOM.
Ecii BB HE yMpeTe OT MOEH PyKH, BAM HUKTO HE MEIIAET TOTYAC
e BepHYThbCs1 00paTHO. — M u3maiisioBel] pacaxHyJ1 ABEpb, B TO
K€ BpeMsl OIVIs/IbIBASICh, UTOOBl YOEIUThCH, CIIELyeT JIU 32 HUMU
backakos.

Onu Mommua gonum o yria POHTaHKH, 3aTeM ITOBEPHYIIH €€
Oeperom M HarpaBUIKCh B ctopony Llapuiibina siyra. Joxap ne-
pecran. He60 ObUIO 3aTSIHYTO TydyamMH, HO BEYEPHUI Mpak, OKY-
TaBIIHIA NIETepOypPrcKue YIUIbl, YCTYIII MECTO KaKOU-TO Cepo-
BaTOM TyMaHHOM Mrvie. Pe3knii Betep, IyMs MyTHBIMUA BOIaMU
doHTaHKM, HajleTasl Ha Oeper, 3J15Ch U BOsl, IPOHOCUJICS MUMO
BackakoBa 1 ero CIyTHUKOB U, 00/1aBasi X CBOUM JIEJSTHBIM JIbl-
XaHHMEM, 3aCTaBJIsLI 3510KO €KUThCS U B3/IparvBarh.

Korna onu Bemum Ha Llapuibiz J1yr, HOUHAasA MIJIa Ka3aJach
emie OnesiHee; 371ech YyBCTBOBAJIACh pe3Kasi ChIPOCTh, KOTOpasi,
NOIHUMASACh OT BJIA)KHOM, MMPONUTAHHOM HOKASAMM IOYBBI, HO-
CHJIach B BO3/yXe I'yCTHIMU BOJIHAMHU cepoBaroro tTymaHna. Hora
CKOJIb3WJIa HA MOKPOM 3€MJIE, U HE MPOILJIO U HECKOJIBKUX MHU-
HYT, KaK HOTH TNelIeX0A0B ObLIM TPOMOYEHBI HACKBO3b.

— Hy-c, cynaps, — nporosopu1, oOpaiasice k backakoBy, us-
MaijioBel, — Mbl, KOHEUHO, He OyeM ITyCKaThCsl B JIMIITHUE pa3-
TOBOPBHI, He OyJieM, IOHSTHO, TOJTKOBATh O MPUMHUPEHNH, a TTPSIMO



IPUCTYIUM K Jey. BelHMMaiiTe Ballly mmnary U3 HOKeH ¥ IOMO-
yutech bory, ecim Bbl ellie He MPOAAIM CBOIO Tylly YepTy.

backakoB CkMHYJ CBO# IL1all MPsAMO Ha 3eMIII0, OpOCKi Ha
HETO LUIAINY U, TPSXHYB CBOUMU I'YCTBIMU, KOPOTKO OCTPUKEH-
HBIMM KYJIPSIMM, BBITALLWII LINATy U3 HOXKEH. B To ke Bpems oH
CTaJl KaK MOXHO TBEPKE BCEU MOAOLIBOM Carora Ha CKOJIb3KYIO
3eMJII0 MU TIPUTOTOBUJICS OTpaskaTh yAapbl NpoTuBHUKA. HecMoT-
ps Ha TO YTO OBLIO YK€ OY€Hb MO3/IHO, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO CO
BCEX CTOPOH HaJBUHYJICS HOUHOM MPAaK, OH IIPEKPACHO BUJIEN B
3TOM OeJIecCOBATOM CyMpaKe CBOETO IMPOTUBHUKA, BUIIE BCE €r0
JBWKEHUSI U pajioBajics OT IyIIM, YTO HOUHbIE TEHU HE JIexkau
rylLe.

W3maiinosert He 3actaBul ceOst sk 1aTh. Ero mmara cBepkHya
cepeOpHUCTOl MONTOCKOW M 3BOHKO yAAapuiIach O KJIMHOK bBacka-
KOBa, KOTOPbIM TOT OTHapupoBai ynap. Bacumuii ['puropseBuy
(pexTOBaII HE TOJIBKO OYEHBb HEAYPHO, HO JIaXKE COBCEM XOPOLLIO.
B npopomkeHne HECKOJBKMX MUHYT €ro NPOTUBHUKY JlaXe He
Y/AJI0Ch TPOHYTh €r0 HU pa3y, HECMOTPs HA PUCKOBaHHBIE BOJIb-
ThI'® (ppaHIly3CKOM IIKOJIBI: €ro 1Irara, CBepKanlllasi, Kak MoJ-
HMS, BCTpeyasach BClody co mmaroi backakoBa, v n3maniosern
CKOPO TOHSUJI, YTO UMEET JIEJIO C OYEHD CEPEZHBIM CONEPHUKOM.
BackakoB mnoka eine He Hanajaju, OH TOJBKO 3alUIIAJICS, HO U
10 TOMY, KaK OH BeJl 3allUTy, N3MAIJIOBCKOMY O(uIiepy ObLIO
SICHO, 4TO He TaK-TO JIETKO OyAET CITPaBUTHLCS C STUM YEJIOBEKOM,

19 Bonbra — nerkas meskoBucTas XJIOMYaToOyMakHas TKaHb [JIsI TIOIIMBA KEHCKOTO
IJIaThsI U OEbs.



KOTOPOT'O MY He TOJIbKO XOTeJNIOCh, HO Jake ObUIO HYKHO YOUTb.
[TosTOMY OH permI pa3ApakKuTh CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA, 3aCTABUTh
€ro MoTePATh XJIaHOKPOBUE U, TTPOJIOJIKAS JIEeNIaTh BT b, CKa-
3a:

— OpaHako BBI, CylIaph, JJOBKO BiIajieeTe INMaroi; s HUKaK He
OXKHJAJT 3TOTO. .. 5 TyMaJ1, 4TO BbI yMeeTe BJIaIeTh TOJIBKO TOIO-
pom.

Bacummii ['puropbeBrY COBEPIIEHHO HE TOHSLT 3TOW CTpaH-
HOW (ppasbl, UMeBIIel, 0e3 COMHEHMS, KaKOH-TO OCOOEHHBIN
CMBICIT, ¥ BO3Pa3MII:

— B 3TOM pemmrenbHO HET HUYEro CTpaHHOro. S ciydaiHo
TIOIIEN B IPAKIAHCKYIO CITy:KOy, a Mpesx e TOTOBUJICS K BOGHHOU
1 ¢ OOJIBINION JTIOOOBBIO 3aHUMAJICS (PEXTOBAHUEM.

— Hy, Takue momu, Kak BbI, JIsI BOGHHOU CITyKObI HETO/THBI.

— 910 noyemy?

— Iloromy 4TO Conaar IOMKEH YMETh IPOJIUBATH CBOIO KPOBb
B OTKPBITOM CXBAaTKe C BParom, a rocrofa, mojoOHbIe BaM, Hama-
JAI0T TOJIBKO MCTIOAITHUINKA, TOJIBKO U3 3acapl. Bripouem, — npu-
0aBWJ U3MaMJIOBEL C SIBHOWM UPOHUEH, — CITyKaT U TakKhe B BOWi-
CKe — FOBOPAT, UTO IIMUOHBI HYKHbI U Ha BOWHE.

Drta cTpaHHas (¢pa3a 3actaBuwia backakoBa BCIIBIXHYTb OT
0OMIBI; OHA €TO XJIECTHYJIA, TOYHO yAap Ouva; B HeM 3a0yIieBaia
371002, pyKa ero JIporHyJa, OH cieJial HelpaBHIIbHOE JIBHKEHUE,
U B TO K€ caMoe BpeMs I1Irara M3MaiioBlia KOJIbHYJIa ero B Ijie-
40. ’Krydas 0071b OT HAHECEHHOUW PaHbl PA303JIUJIa €T eIl CUITh-
Hee, U OH, COBceM 3a0bIB ce0s1 OT THEBa, MepecTa 3alluINaTh-



cs1, caM TIepelliell B HaraieHue, ObICTPHIM YIapOM OTOMIT KJIMHOK
MPOTUBHUKA, HAMTPABJIEHHBIN €My ITPSIMO B IPYb, U BCAIMII CBOIO
HIMary MoYTH 0 MOJIOBUHBI B IPy/b U3MailioBia. TOT BCKPUK-
HYJI, BBIDOHWJI IIITIATy U3 PyK U, IOTEPSIB COBHAHUE, TAKENO PyX-
HYyJI Ha 3emutio. Ero mpusitesns, Bce Bpemsi 0€3MOJIBHO CIIEIMBIIANA
3a XOJIOM TIOE/IMHKA, YBUJEB, 4TO oduiiep ynai, ObIcTpo 0OHa-
’KWJI CBOIO TITIary 1 Opocuiicst Ha backakosa.

— Bul ero younu! — kpukHyi oH. — Ho He panyiitecs, Bam elnie
NPUJETCS UMETh JIEJI0 CO MHOMA!

Bacummit ['puropbeBrd pe3ko oTrapupoBal €ro yaap, HO B TO
e BpeMsl CKazal:

— ¢l H1Yero He UMeIo MPOTUB TOTO, YTOOBI M BaC TaK Xke I0-
JIOXXUTh K CBOMM HOTaM, HO CKaXXWTe MHe, pajau Oora, mouemMy u
BaIlleMy pUsITeNIio, ¥ BaM MPUIILIO TAKOE CTPAHHOE KeJIaHUE OT-
nenarbes oT MeHsi? K uemy Bbl cO MHOM 3aTesiyii cCOpy, K YeMy,
HaKOHell, IPOTUB BCSAKUX IMPaBWJI Bbl TENIEPh CKPECTUIM CBOIO
imary ¢ Moeu?

— Tloromy 4YTO MBI OJKHBI YOUTH TeOs, IOTOMY UYTO Ham
HEOOXOIMMO YHUUTOXUThH TAKOTO 30PKOTO IIMUOHA, KAKUM CUU-
TaellbCs ThI.

['oBopst 310, OH Mpomokan Hanagath. Bacunmuii ['puropbe-
BUY, U3YMJICHHBII JIOHEJb3s1, JIOBSI OCTPUEM CBOE IIMAaru ero
KJIMHOK, OTO3BaJICS:

— Ila BBI, cyapb, )KeCTOKO OIIMOINCH, Bbl, O4YEBUAHO, TPUHSI-
JIM MEHsI COBCEM HE 3a TOTO; 51 BaC B KU3HU BUKY NIEPBbIM pa3 U,
KJISTHYCh BaM BOrom, He TOJIbKO HUKOT/a He ObLT IIIMTUOHOM, HO



BCETO TOJIbKO TPEeTUH JieHb, Kak mpuexan B [lerepOypr.

OH nipousHec 3Ty (ppaszy TAKUM rOpssIuM, yOeTUTETbHBIM TO-
HOM, YTO MPUSATE]Ib U3MANJIOBIA OTCTYMIJI HA IIar ¥ OIMYyCTHI
CBOIO 1ITIary.

— Heyxenu ke Hac BBeso B 3a01ykJIeHUE CXOACTBO? — MPO-
6opmotai oH. — Ho Bestb 3TOro ObITh He MOXET, s1 Obl TOTOB ObLI
MOKJISICTBCSA, YTO Bbl — HE KTO MHOM, KaK TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBI
HAC MpecieIoBa TaK J0JT0 U OT KOTOPOro HaM HEOOXOAUMO Obl-
JIO U30aBUTHCH.

Kak Hu ObuT rpycTHO HacTpoeH Bacwmmii ['puropseBuy, Kak
HU TSDKEJIO eMy ObLIO CO3HaBaTh, YTO OH XOTSI U TIPOTUB BOJIH,
HO oOarpuJi ce0s1 YeI0BeYeCKON KPOBBIO, UTO OH, MOXET OBbITh,
crenasicsi younnen, Ho OH paccMesiyIcs..

— VBepsiio Bac, — MPOroBOPUII OH, — YTO 51 HUKOTJ]a HUKOTO He
npecyeoBall U, MOXET ObITh, JaKe caM, He CErOfIHS, TaK 3aBTpa,
TOTIa1y B PyKU OMPOHOBCKUX TMayiauei. S — MOCKBWY, HUKOT/IA
He xui B [letepOypre u mpuexa ciofa COBEpIIEHHO CTy4aiHo.

— Eciu 310 Tak, TO 3T0 NMOJIOKUATEBHO HEBEpOATHO. Ho cka-
KWTe, paau Oora, Kak ke Bac 30ByT?

— C 3T0ro Hy:KHO OBLIO HaYaTh, Cylaphb, — YABIOASICH, OTO3BAI-
cs1 backakoB. — §l — YMHOBHMK MOCKOBCKOTO OTJENICHHST Oepr-
koyuternu'!, u 30ByT MeHsi Bacuniem backakoBbiM.

— BackakoBbIM. .. — U3yMJIEHHO TIPOTSIHYJI MIPUSITEb U3Maii-
JIOBIIA, — J1a Bbl HE MIPUXOAUTECH JIM POJACTBEHHUKOM Hukonaio
JIpBOBHUy backakoBy?

11
Bepr-kosierus — ropHOe IIPUCYTCTBEHHOE MECTO.



— JIBOIOpO/IHBIN €ro Opart, rocyaapb MOM.

— @y-TbI, yepT! — BOCKJIMKHYJ TOT. — BOT Tak oka3us! beisanu
CO MHOH BCSIKME CJTy4au, a O TAKOM M MOMBILIUIATh HE MTPUXOIU-
nock. Hy, ckaxuTte Ha MUJIOCTb, TOJILKO TOTO U HE XBaTajo, 4To-
ObI IBOIOPOTHOTO OpaTa MOEro 3aayieBHOro apyra Hukonamku
9yTh-4yTh Ha TOT CBET HE OTIpaBUTh. [IpocTuTe MeHs, paau 60-
ra! — W, GpICTpO BJIOKUB IITIAry B HOKHBI, OH TIofo1ien K Bacu-
yvio ['puropreBudy U poTsAHyNI eMy pyKy. — [lo3BosbTe, KCTaTu,
Y TIO3HAKOMMTBCS. 30BYT MeHd JInxapeBbiM, a BeJIM4yaoT AHTO-
HoM IlerpoBuuem. Msl ¢ Hukomaem backakoBbiM — aBHUE Ipy-
3bsl, U 51 OYEHb PaJ Hallel BCTpeue, XOTs U CIIy4YMBILECs mpu
TaKMX CTPAHHBIX OOCTOATENILCTBAX, €llle pa3 MPOCTUTE MeHs!

— 4I-TO Bac npoliy ¢ yA0BOJIbCTBUEM, — IOKUMASI PYKY HOBOT'O
3HAKOMIIa, OTO3BAJICA backakoB, — a BOT IIPOCTUT JIA OH Hac ¢
BaMU. — OH IpyCTHBIM JKECTOM yKa3as Ha JIeKaBllIee Ha 3emiie
6ecuyBCTBEHHOE TeJIO MOPAKEHHOT'O €ro IMaroi M3MamioBla.

— Heyxenu BbI yomm ero?

— He 3Hato, HO, BO BCSAKOM city4yae, MOH yaap ObLT He U3 Jier-
KHX.

OHM TOPOIUIMBO CKJIOHWJIMCh Hall O(PULIEPOM U pacCiblllain
TUXO€ AbIXaHKe, C XPUIIOM BbIPbIBABILEECS U3 €0 PY/U.

— Cnaga Oory, kuB! — BOCKIMKHYA BackakoB. — Teneps Hyxk-
HO €ero Ky/ia-HuOy/Ib TIOCKOpee OTHECTH, IIOTOMY UTO OCTaBJISAThH
€ro Ha ChIPOM BO3/yXe ObUTO Obl XyXke yOMiiCTBa.

— Eciv BBl TOIBKO IOMOXETE MHE, — IIPOroBopu Jluxapes, —
TO B TAKOM CJIyyae HaM He NPUIETCA UATH JAJIEKO. B HECKob-



KHX JecsATKax Iaros orciona, Ha PoHTaHKe, IOM ero Js11, 1 Bbl
crenaere qOOpoe JIeNo, eClM He TMOKUHETe ero B TAKOM Oecrio-
MOIITHOM TTOJIOKEHHUU.

— Jla B 9TOM HEYero u COMHEBaThCsl, — OTO3BaJICsA Bacumnmii
['puropreBud, — MIOHECEM €T0, U KaK MOKHO CKOpee.

OnHu MoITYa TOHSA €100 JIBIIIABIIEro oduiiepa v, Me/ijIeH-
HO TIOJIBUTasiCh 10 CKOJIb3KOW 3eMJIe, CTapasiCh MO BO3MOXKHO-
CTU HECTH €0 KaK MOKHO OCTOPOXKHEE, HAITPABUJIMCh B CTOPOHY
doHTaHKH, C KOTOPOW MO-TIPEKHEMY HaJeTall pe3KUi, JieJAeHs -
11 BETEP.



I
HoBble apy3ba

[MetepOypr BpemeHn AHHBI VlOaHHOBHBI yXe He TOXOIWI Ha
[letepOypr nmeTpoBCKUX AHEH, HO BCE ellle TeCHO Ky4duJics,
OrpakJICHHBIN ¢ OIHOU cTOpoHbl POHTaHKOM, ¢ Apyror — HeBow,
C TpeTbel — KazapMaMu M3MaitioBCKOro nojika, a ¢ YeTBepTon —
ajuiessimu JletHero cana. [leTpoBckue Ma3aHKH yke yCTyIaau Me-
cTo OoJiee KpacuBbIM U 00Jiee BHICOKMM 34aHUSIM, HO, KaK ObI TO
HU ObLJIO, ele MHorue yactu I[letepOypra Ka3aiuch KAKUMHU-TO
KAJIKUMU JIEPEBYIIKAMU ¥ ObLTH 3aCTPOEHBI CILIOIIb MaJIeHbKU-
MU OJHOITAKHBIMU JIEPEBSIHHBIMU JOMaMU. TOJIbKO HA AHIVIMIA-
CKOM HaOepekHOW, Ha MUJUTMOHHO# 1a Ha MOPCKUX yiKe MOSIBU-
JICh KpacuBble (hacajibl ¢ KOJIOHHAMU, C TPUYYIJIUBBIMU (PPOH-
TOHaMM, C JIEMHbIMU YKpallEHUSIMU HaJ| MOIbE3AaMU, HO J1axke
Ha HeBckoil nmepcrekTrBe KaMeHHbIE IOMa YepeioBaIUCh C Jie-
PEBSIHHBIMU JIAaUyTaMu, Ka3aBIIUMUCS KAKUMH-TO KaJTKUMH Kap-
JIMKaMH, CJTy4ailHO OYYTUBIIMMMUCS B COCE/ICTBE BEIMKAHOB. 32
doHTaHKOH yke ObLT CIUIOIIHOM JieC, B KOTOPOM HEKOTOpBIe 0O-
rarele 6ape MOCTPOMITN CBOM 3arOPOJHBIE JOMa U B KOTOPOM 3a-
YacTyl0 HAaXOAWJIMCh Pa300HMYbY 1IAWKH, COBEPIIABIIME CBOU
cMeJible HaOery Ha IeHTpaJIbHbIE YacTH ropojia, He cTpaiiach Hy
Pa3be3KaABIIMX MO TOPOACKUM YJIUIIAM TMKETOB, HU TMOIULEH-
CKUX CTPaKHUKOB.

Ho Ha ropoackoii yactu HaOepexHoi PoHTaHKM ObUIO HEMa-



J10 GOraThIX JOMOB: MEXY MPOYUM, TYT CTOSUIA IOMA IITAIMEN-
crepa Komrenesa, ropmericrepa!? Illenenera, nenmuka [lerpa
Benukoro rpaga Ilerpa Yepnbiuesa, kua3a KypakrHa U MHO-
rux apyrux. Mexay nmpouynm, Kak pa3 psjaom c gomoM Kypa-
KMHA CTOSUT IByX3TaKHBbI KAMEHHBIH JI0M, OTCTPOEHHBII OY€Hb
HEJJABHO U OKPYKEHHBI BBHICOKUM 3a00pOM, 3a KOTOPHIM Tie-
YaJIbHO TeMeph IIyMeJH yke OOHaKeHHbIE OT JUCThEB TPOMAI-
HBIE IEPEBbsl. DTOT JOM HEKOIa MpUHAaJIeKal KHA310 BoakoH-
CKOMY M B Havajie 1apcTBoBaHUsI AHHbI VIOaHHOBHBI ObLIT KyTI-
JIEH TeHepaJI-IIOpy4YUKoM JleBallieBbiM, Ternepsp yke yAaIMBIIIM-
Cs1 Ha MOKOW U OXWBABIIKUM TOCJIEIHUE JHU, 3a00TSICh TOJb-
KO 00 OIHOM, 4TOO ero 3a0bUTH TMPU JABOPE TaK ke, KaK OH 3a-
OBbLIT 3TOT ABOP, CIIy)k0a IIPU KOTOPOM He MPUHECIIA eMy HHYEro,
KpOMe HEeNpHSITHOCTEH Aa Tskesoi 6one3nu. Bacummit Akosrne-
BUY JleBaleB BAOBE Y:Ke MMOCIIEe BTOPOU KEHBI U KUJI BMECTE CO
CBOEH JJ0Uepbio OT BTOporo Opaka MaHel, eBsTHAALIATUIIETHEH
JEBYIIIKOM, U CBOUM IJIEMSTHHUKOM, HOCUBIIUM TOX€ (DAMUITUIO
JleBarieB v OBIBIIMM IOPYYMKOM B VI3MailIoOBCKOM TIOJIKY.
bbuto yxe oueHb no3nHo, Bacunuin AkoBneBuy cnan, MaHs
TOTOBWJIACh KO CHY, pa3JeBasiCh B CBOEM KOMHATe, KOTraa pa3/iaB-
HIMIACS TPOMKUIA CTYK B BOPOTA MEPEMNOJIONIUI BCIO IPUCIYTY Jie-
BAILIEBCKOTO JIOMA, pa3Oy/InII CTaporo reHepaja U 3aCTaBuil MO-
JIONYI0 JIeBYIIKY MOA0ekaTh K OKHY M C TPEBOTOW B3IJISTHYTh B
TeMHyI10 MIi1y Houd. Ha nBope mesnbkanu orau (oHape, Ciibl-

12 T'omeiictep — IpuABOPHBII YNHOBHUK, BEAABIIMI KaHLIEIAPUEH, IOYETHOE IIPU-
JIBOPHOE 3BaHUE.



[IAJICH TOJI0Ca, Oerajy JIIOIH.

B 10 TpeBo:xxHOE Bpemsi, Korja yesoBeuecKast KU3Hb CTOUJIA
OUeHb JIeIIEBO, KOrja B 3acTeHKax TallHOW KaHIIeIspUM TOMMU-
JICh TIOPOY HE TOJIBKO COTHHU, HO 1IeJIble ThICSUM JIONeH, Koraa
OIHOTO HEOCTOPOXHOTO CJIOBA, OJHOTO HEOCTOPOKHOTO B3IJIs-
Ja ObUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI TMOMACTh B OMAy K BCECUTIBHOMY
BPEMEHIIUKY, HE 33 JyMbIBasICh MPOJIMBABIIEMY UEIOBEUECKYIO
KPOBb, — B 3TO MeYaIbHOE BpeMsi OMPOHOBCKHE CHIIIIUKU COBEP-
IIIEHHO CBOOOJIHO BPHIBAJIMCH B JIOMA JaK€ CAMbBIX 3HATHBIX BEJIb-
MO, YyTh JI HE B TIOCTEJIM XBaTaJIM TeX JIIoiel, Ha KOTOPBIX Ma-
JlaJl THEBHBIN B3MJIs1/1 BUpoHa, KOTOPBIX UM BHIJABAJIU, UK OTO-
BapyBaJIY, NbITaeMble ajlayaMu TalfHON KaHLIENSIpUH.

CoBepIlieHHO TIOHSITHO, YTO, KOTJ]a MOJIOAAs JeBYIIKA YCIIbI-
11aja 3TOT UIyM, KOIJla OHA YBHJEJa OrOHbKM (pOoHapew, Hesc-
HbIMU CBET/ISIKAMHM JPOXKABIIIME B TYMAaHHOM MIJIE, € TMoKa3a-
JIOCh, YTO 3TO HArpsIHY/IM OMPOHOBCKME KJIEBPETH 1%, 1 ee cepa-
LIE CXKAJIOCh OT yxkaca... OIHako, Kak HU neperpycuia Mans,
OHA TOPOIUIMBO HAKWHYJIa HA ceOsl yKe CHSITOE TUIaThe, ObICTPO
HaOpOCHJIa Ha TUICUM TUIATOK M BbIOEKajia U3 CBOeW KOMHATHI,
9TOOBI Y3HATh, YTO 3HAYMT ITOT BHE3AIMHBIN MEPErosoxX, YTOObI
XOTb YeM-HUOYIb IOMOYb CTAPUKY OTILY, €CJIU TOJIBKO 3TO OyneT
B ee cwiax. He ycniena oHa mpoOexaTh M HECKOJIIBKUX KOMHAT,
KaK CTOJIKHYJIaCh CO CTapbiM JBOpPELKUM Muxailipiyem, KOTo-
pbIli, OYEBUIHO, OeKall el HaBCTpeuy U Ternepb, 3abIXasicCh OT

13 KrneBpeT — nprcnelHuK, nprBep:KeHell, He Opesraloiii HI4eM, YTOOBI yTOUTh
CBOEMY MOKPOBHTEIO.



ObicTporo Oera, OJeHBIA KaK TIOJIOTHO, BOCKJIUKHYJT:

— AX, GapsIiHs, OapbIIIHs, KaKoe HecyacThbe !

MaHs1, u 6e3 Toro HaryraHHas, Ternepb OyKBaJIbHO ITOXOJIOJIE-
Ja.

— Yro cnyuusnock, Muxaiibra?

Crapuk BCIUIECHYJI pyKaMH.

— U ckazatbh-T0 00I0CH; BHI YK HE MyKalTech OYEHHO-TO, MO-
XKeT, gact bor, BbIKUBET.

JleByIiKa MmomarHyJiach, 9yBCTBYS, UTO y Hee MOAKAIINBAIOT-
Cs1 HOTH, U €[IBa yJepXKasach 3a CIUHKY MOIBEPHYBIIIErOCs MO/
PYKY Kpeca.

— Ko BbIKMBET? — BOCKJIMKHYJA OHA. — YTO THI O0mTaems? O
KOM ThI TOBOpHIIIB? Pa3Be ¢ 0aTIOMIKON YTO MPUKIIOYHIIOCH?

JIBOpELKUI OTMaxXHYJICS PyKOM:

— Jla Het, cymapsiHs, 51 He npo 10! VX MpeBOCXOIUTENbCTRO,
craBa Te0e rocIiofv, B 100pOM 3/IpaBUHM MPEOLIBAIOT, a C OpaTiiemMm
BaIllMM, C MOJIOJBIM OapUHOM, HECUACTHE MTPUKJTIOUUIIOCH.

— C Muren?

— Tak TO4YHO-C.

— Ila 9To ke Takoe, He TOMH Thl, paju Oora!

— [puBe3nu ero, 3HAYNT, U €ABA OHU JBIIIYT, TOTOMY KaK C
KEM-TO Ha JIy3JI1 APATUCE. .. COBCEM POBHO MEPTBBIL.

JleByiika yxe He ciymiana ctapuka. OHa ornpoMeThio Opo-
cUjiach BHU3, B KOMHATBI CBOEro BOIOPOJHOro Opata, u, BOe-
KaB Tya, yBujaena MuTIo JieKaBIIMM Ha JUBaHe, OJNIETHBIM KaK
CMEepTh, C €Jie 3aMETHO B3/bIMABIILIEICS TPYIbI0, 2 OKOJO HEro



JIuxapeBa M Kakoro-To COBEpIIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOIO €/ TOCHOAU-
Ha, KOTOPBIN ObUT HE KTO MHOM, Kak backako. JInxapeBa oHa X0-
poro 3Hana, backakosa ke mpHUHsja 3a JOKTOpa, U IOTOMY, He
oOpariiasi HUKakoro BHUMaHUsI Ha TO, YTO €jBa OJIeTa, YTO Yepes
TUIOXO 3aCTETHYTOE TUIAThe TPOCBEYMBAET TEJIO, OHa OPOCKIIACh K
roctei Opata u, IHITIMBO BIVISI/IBIBAsICh B €70 MEPTBEHHO-01e/1-
HOE JIMIIO, CTaJla ')KaHO MPUCITYIIIMBATHCS K €r0 XPUILIOMY [Ibl-
xaHuio. Jluxapes ObICTPO MOAOIIEN K HeW ¥ POrOBOPUIT:

— He Bonnyittech, Mapbst BacuibeBHa; HUUEro ornacHoro pe-
LIMTEJIbHO HET, Mbl yXk€ MOCIINA 32 JOKTOPOM, U, KpOME TOrO,
s1 OCMOTpEJ paHy, M paHa COBCEM HE CEpbe3Ha. .. 51 TOPY4YyCh ro-
JIOBOW, 4TO 4Yepe3 /IBe Helleu OH Oy[eT CHOBA Ha HOTax.

— 3a I0KTOpoM? — yIMBJIEHHO TIepecIIpoCHIa IEBYIIKa, Opo-
cas NbITJIMBBIM B3IJISI/] HA HE3HAKOMOE €M JIMo backakosa.

— Hla, na, Hy>)KHO c/IeJIaTh eMy MEepPEeBs3KY, a KCTaTH, J1aTh Ye-
ro-HUOY/Ib YCIIOKOUTEILHOTO.

— OH gpasica Ha ayaimu? — CIIpOCHIIA AEBYIIIKA.

JluxapeB mokpacHen, 3aMsicsi, HO MOTOM, BCIIOMHUB, 4TO
JIraTh COBEpIIIEHHO OeCrojie3HO, UYTO MpUYMHA paHbl JleBareBa
yepecuyp sCHa, KUBHYIL:

— Ila, y Hero BbIIIIIa HEOOJIbIIIAsT CTHIUKA.

— C kem?

Jluxaper onsATh 3aMSUJICS; Ha STOT BOIPOC OBUIO OTBETUTD TO-
paso TpyaHee, TaK Kak MPUXOAUIOCh Ha3BaTh backakoBa, ObIB-
miero 37eck ke. Ho ero Beipyuni cam Bacunuii I'puropseBuy.

— Bl xoTHTE 3HATH C KEM? — CKa3asl oH. — CO MHOIO.



MaHs B3/1pOrHyJia ¥ IOYTH OTIIATHYJIACh B CTOPOHY.

— C Bamu? — mpoTSHYyJa OHA U3YMJICHHO, U B €€ TTyOOKHX
YepHBIX IJ1a3aX 3aCBEPKaIi THEBHbIE OTOHBKH.

[To muiy Bacumms ['puropseBuya mpodexkasia TedaabHast
yJIBIOKA.

— Bel, KOHEUHO, M3yMIIEHBI TeM, UTO s, yOUHIIa Baiero Opara,
HAXOXXYCh B BallleM JIOMe; HO s He MOT OCTaBUTh €ro OeCrioMoIll-
HBIM Ha CBIPOM BO3/IyXe 1 TIOMOT rocriofiuny JlnxapeBy qoHeCcTH
CBOETO IIPOTHBHHMKA CIOJIa, @ BO-BTOPBHIX. . .

— Bo-BTOpBIX, — OBICTpO TEepedun Jluxapes, yke ONpaBUB-
IIAKACS OT CMYILICHHUSI, — BO-BTOPBIX, 51 JIOJDKEH CKa3aTh BCIO ITPaB-
1y, ¥ BbI, KOHEUHO, TTOBepuTe MHe, Mapbsi BacuibeBHa, Tak Kak
s1 HUKorga He jraj. OH, — ¥ OH KUBHYJI HAa backakoBa, — HE TOJb-
KO HE MOXeT ObITh Ha3BaH yOWIIIeH, HO U 51, ¥ JIMutpuii riryoo-
KO BUHOBATHI Iepeji HUM. DTa JIy3J1b BHIIILIA TIO KAKOMY-TO POKO-
BOMY HeZIopa3yMeHMI0. MBI 3aTesTi C TOCMIOIMHOM bacKkakoBbIM
CCOpy, MbI XOTEJIM ero yOuTbh, HO, K cUacThio, bor He nomycTu
9TOrO.

JleByIiKa U3yMJICHHO pacllpuIa riia3a.

— Youts!.. — nporenTaia oHa. — 3a 4T0?

— 41 roBOpIO, YTO TYT BBIIUIO POKOBOE HenopasyMeHue. Bee
JIeJI0 B TOM, UTO MBI IIPUHSUTU rocriognHa backakoBa 3a Jipyroro,
3a Halero Bpara. 5 Obl He cKa3aJl 3TOro, — MPOIOJIKaJl OH, — HO 1
HE X0uy, 4TOO BbI €0 B YeM-HUOYIb OOBUHSIN, YTOO BBl OTHO-
CHJIMCh K HEMY BpakJeOHO, 1 BB clieJlacTe OYSHb XOPOIIIO, €CIIN
NPOTSIHETE eMy PYKY, TeM Oojiee UTO OH — POJICTBEHHHK 3HAKO-



MOTO BaM YeJIOBeKa, OH — IBOIpoIHbIN Opar Hukomnas Backako-
Ba.

Mamns, npoHukinasicss 6e30T4eTHOM cummnaTtvedl Kk Bacuimio
['puropbeBuyy npu NEpBOM B3IVISJE, YNIABIIEM Ha €0 KpacuBOe
7o, OblIa CKOpee orevasieHa, YeM BO3MYIIEHa TeM, UTO TOT
TaKOW KPAaCHUBbIM, TAKOM CUMIATAYHBIA MOJIOAOM YEJIOBEK OKa-
3ajics1 youiinen ee Ky3eHa. Terneps ke, Korjaa OHa yCIblIaa cJio-
Ba Jluxapesa, ee cepaiie paloCTHO 3a0UJIOCh, U OHA, TOKPACHEB U
MOTYIUB I71a3a, NPOoTsAHY/Na backakoBy pyKy, HO B TO camoe Bpe-
M, Korja Bacummii ['puropseBnd poOKo KOCHYJICS CBOEH PyKOM
ee pyKH, OHa 3aMeTHsIa OecropsiIoKk B CBOEH OEkK/Ie, 3aMeTH-
Jla PacCTETHYTYIO IPydb IUIAThsl M, BCOBIXHYB 10 KOPHEN BOJIOC,
OBICTPO BBIOEKaIa U3 KOMHATHI, YyTh He COMB C HOI' CTapyUyYKa
['epmana, OBIBIIIETO X TOMAITHUM BPA4OM U BXOJMBIIETO B 9TO
BpeMsl B IBEPb.

JluxapeB He ommoOcsa. Pana, kotopyio Hanecna JleBaiieBy
Hirnara ero NpoTHBHMKA, OKa3ajach He M3 omnacHbeix. Crapuk
HEMelLl OCMOTPEJ paHy, NEPEBA3all €€ U 3aTeM, KUBas U IOLLEI-
KMBasi IO KPBIIIKe TaOaKEPKU, KOTOPYIO IepXkKall B pyKax, 3asiBIII
YBEPEHHBIM TOHOM:

— Hio, HI0, HUIIIETO, 3TO — TIIIOTNICTBO, (PUPTIIENH Tare — U OH
OyZIeT 3/10pOB. .. 3aBceM MoJIofiel] Oy/eT.

Korna gokTop yuien 1 Mosioasle JIIoAU OCTaaIuch oqHu, Bacu-
nmii ['puropbeBuy cran ObUIO0 MpoIaThesi, Ho AHTOH IleTpoBuy
yAep:Ka ero:

— Kyna xe Bbl nonziere, Ha Houb-10 i ? Ilepenouynre sryd-



II1e 3JIECh; 5 lyMalo, YTO JIMUTpHii OUHETCs K yTpy U OyJeT OueHb
paj YBUIETLCS C BaMU; TeM OoJiee UTo, eCliv 3TO Oy/IeT BO3MOXK-
HO, EMY HYKHO OOBSICHUTh HAIly POKOBYIO OIITHOKY.

BackakoB mokpacHen U 3agymaics. DTO MpeNIoKeHHe Kak
HeJb3s1 Oosiee ObIJI0 €My Ha PYKY, TaK KakK MBICIh BEpHYThCS Ha
3ae3:KUil JBOP, T OH OCTAHOBUJICS, €My COBCEM HE YJbIOaIach.
Kpowme toro, Bacummii I'puropeeBud 10 cux nop Bee ele cTpa-
IIAJICSI BOBMOKHOCTH OBITh 3aXBaYEHHBIM OMPOHOBCKUMHU ITIH-
OHaMH, a KCTaTH, TaK Kak OH He ycres paccrpocuTh Jluxapesa
JOPOrou, eMy MPeACTABIIIIACh BO3MOXKHOCTb PACCIIPOCUTD CBO-
€ro HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO O CyabOe JBOIOPOTHOrO Opara, Tak Kak
TOT Ha3BAJICSI €rO MPUSITEIEM U, HABEPHO, JOJKEH ObLT YTO-HU-
OyIb O HEM CIIBIIIATS.

— Houesarsp 51, KOHEYHO, 3/1€Ch HE OCTaHYCh, — CKa3ajl OH, —
9TO OBLIO OBl YK COBCEM HEJIOBKO; & €CJIU TIO3BOJIUTE, 51 TTOCHKY
HEMHOTO 37IeCh, TeM 00Jiee UTO MHE XOTeJIOCh Obl KOW O YeM I10-
TOJIKOBaTh C BAMHU.

— 41 ouens pan yemM-HUOYIb YCITyKUTh BaM, — oTo3Bascs Jlu-
XapeB, — HO B TAKOM CJIydae, YTOObl He TPEBOKUTH HAIIEro OO0JTb-
HOT'O, NIEPENJIEM B COCEJHIOI KOMHATy, TaM HaM HHUKTO HE IO-
MemaeT. — VI, oTBOpUB IBEPb, OH KECTOM MpuUriiacui backakopa
CIIeJI0BaTh 3a co00IO.

KomHara, B KOTOpyI0 OHM BOIIUTH, ObLIa, OUYEBHIHO, KaOMHe-
ToM. ['pomMagHOe O10pO KpacHOTO JepeBa ¢ OPOH30BBIMU CKOOA-
MU, U300paXaBIIUMH JIbBUHBIE TOJIOBKH, CTOSITIO MEXJIy OKHa-
MU; PAIOM C HUM IOMEIIAJIACh ITAKEpKa, Ha KOTopou Bacwini



['puropbeBuUY 3aMETHII KHUTH B TSKENBIX CahbsHHBIX Meperuie-
tax. HeMHOro nogaspliie BbIIBUHYJICSI MACCUBHBIN, KPBITHIU Ca-
(bpsiHOM, TMBaH, U HECKOJILKO TAKUX K€ MAaCCUBHBIX Kpeces CTO-
S1JI0 Yy IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOUM CTeHbl. Haj AuBaHOM BUCeN MOpPTpeT
MOJIONION NIEBYIIIKH, B KOTOpoM backakoB 6e3 Tpyna y3Haul TOJb-
KO YTO BUJCHHYIO UM Ky3uHy JleBaileBa, a HEMHOIO MOHUXKE,
MEXk/1y paMoi OPTPEeTa U BEHYUKOM JAMBAHHOW CIIMHKU, BU/IHE-
JICh JIBE CIIOJKEHHBIE KPEeCT-HaKpecT panupbl 4. JIuxapes cen Ha
JVBaH, YKa3aJl CBOEMY CITyTHUKY MECTO PsIZIOM C COOO0I0 U 3aTeM
MIPOrOBOPUIL:

—To ectb, nOBepuUTE 7M1, €CITU OBI 51 HE BUJIEJ BaC Niepej1 CoO0I0,
BCE TO, YTO MTPOU3OIILIIO TOJIBKO YTO, TIOKA3aJI0Ch Obl MHE COBCEM
HETIOHATHBIM CHOM. Beib OBIBaeT e Takoe CTpaHHOE CXOJICTBO!
Bot ristky s Ha Bac Tenepb U NpsIMO I1a3aM CBOUM He Bepio. [1o-
HUMAETe JIY, Bbl TOXOKH HA TOrO YEJIOBEKA IO MEJIOYEH: U POCT,
u ¢urypa, U JUIO COBEPIIEHHO OHM U Te Ke: JaXke Balll ro-
JIOC TOXOJIUT 3BYKOM Ha €ro rojioc, 3To — psiMo HABaK/IEHUE Ka-
koe-To! — U OH pa3Ben pykamu.

— Ho ckaxwure xe, pagu Oora, — cka3zan backakoB, — KTO ke
9TO OH, TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN HE3HAKOMell, Oarogapst CXOJICTBY C
KOTOPBIM $1 UyTh-4yTh HE YOWUJI YeIOBeKa U UYyTh-UyTh He yOuIu
MEHsI caMoro?..

AnTOH IleTpoBud 3a1ymaicsi HA HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUIA.

— §I HE MOTY CKa3aTh BaM €10 UM, — IOCIIE HEGOIBIIOTO pa3-
JyMbsI TPOMOJIBWII OH, — 5l HE MMEIO MpaBa NOCBALIATh BaC B Uy-
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JKYIO TalHy, HO CKa)Xy BaM TOJIbKO OJJHO: €CJIM BBl CJIyYaiiHO T
Obl TO HA OBUTIO BCTPETUTE UEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIA Oy/IeT TIOXOXK Ha
BaC TaK ke, KaK Bbl ITOXOXH Ha COOCTBEHHOE OTpakeHHe B 3ep-
Kajie, — Oerure oT Hero 0e3 origaku! DTOT YesloBeK CrocoOeH
Ha BCE JIypPHOE, a €CJIM OH CJIy4YaiiHO TOJIbKO yY3HAET, UTO B BAIlIUX
pyKax OblTa *Ku3Hb JleBaieBa U TOT OCTAJICS KB, — OH BaM HH-
Korja He mpoctut 3toro. U Geperurech ero mectu! $1 He mory
BaM CKa3aTh HUYETO OOJIbIIie, HO, MOKET ObITh, CO BPEMEHEM BB
caMu, BCTPETUB 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa, MOCTYIUTE C HUM TaK Ke, Kak
TIOCTYIIAJIM CETO/THSI MBI C BAMU, M HE OCTABUTE €MY JKI3HH.

Bacumii ['puropbeBUY HEBOJIBHO B3APOTHYJI OT THUX CJIOB;
KaKoe-TO CTpaHHOE IMPEeIUyBCTBUE CKAJO €ro cepjie: OH ObLI
MIOYTH YBEPEH, UTO My MPHUIETCS CTONKHYThCS CO CBOUM JIBOM-
HUKOM.

— 41 He Oyny HacTaMBaTh, — POTOBOPHJI OH, — He Oy/1y BbIBE-
JIBIBATh OT BAaC UYKOMW TaliHBI, BbI MEHS TJIOXO 3HAeTe U He JIOMIK-
HBI [TUTAaTh K HE3HAKOMOMY YeJIOBEKY JIOBEpUS — ITO COBEPIIIEH-
HO TIOHSITHO, HO Sl BAM BEpIO U HUKOT/Ia He 3a0yj1y BaIllero coBe-
Ta. Ho Teneppb ckaxkute MHe, MOKATYHCTA, YTO BbI 3HaETEe O MOEM
JBooponHoM Opate? Bl ckazaniu, 4To BBl — €ro npusTenb. Bor
s TPU JTHSI XOXKY B MIHOCTPAHHYIO KOJJIETHIO, TPH JTHS I0OMBAIOChH
y3HaTh, )KUB JI OH, U HUYETO HE MOTY JIOOUTHCSI, KpOME OTBETa:
«MBbI He 3HaeM» .

[To rybam cobecennuka backakoBa mpoOexana Jerkas
yCMEIIIKa.

— Ckaxurte MHe, COOCTBEHHO, /ISl YeTO BaM HYXXHO 3HATh, TJIe



HaAXOJIMTCS BaIl Opar?

— AXx, 60oxe moii! Jla 3atem, 4TOOBI YBUJIETHCS C HUM — Be/lb
Mbl C HUM HE BUJAIUCH TOYTH IEJIBIX YeThipe rofa... M, Hako-
Hell, MeHs MPsIMO MyraeT ero HepegoMoe oTcyTcTBue. ['oBopsT,
4TO yKe JIBa MecsIla, Kak OH yexaJsl u3 bepinHa, uTo OH yxke Iie-
b1 Mecsit Haxoqutes B [letepOypre, a s1 COBEPIIEHHO HE MOTY
pasbICKaTh ero cjiefoB. Bbl 3HaeTe, MHE Aae MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY,
YTO OH IMpONaj B 3acTeHKax TaillHOW KaHUeIspyu.

— CBArT, CBAT, CBAT!.. — C KOMUYECKUM YKaCOM BOCKJIMKHYJI
Jluxapes. — He nomuHaiite, ga eie B HO4M, PO 3TO HUKOMY He
mobOe3Hoe yupexaenue. Het, Moxere ycriokontbest, Hukonai He
cliesiall HIYero Takoro, YTOObl O4YTUTHCS B PyKax OMPOHOBCKUX
najiaueit, v gaxe mob3yercs: OOJbIIMM OJ1aroBoIeHHEM HEKOTO-
PBIX 0CO0, KOTOPBIE 3AIUTST €ro OT MIMMOHOB TOCIOIUHA Y1Iia-
KOBA.

Bacunmii ['puropbeBuy oOneryeHHo B310xHyI1. Teneps oH ro-
TOB OBUT OJIAarOCIOBIISITH CyAbOY, CTOJIKHYBIIYIO €r0 B repoepre
c JleBarieBbIM U €ro MpusiTesieM, U, ecid O TOJIBKO 3TO CTOJIKHO-
BEHME He MMEJIO TAKOTo TIeYaIbHOTO UCXO/a, OH ObLT ObI BITOJTHE
cuacmB. Eciu Hukonail HeBpeiM 1 Ha HEro He Majii TPO3HbIe
our HavajbHMKA TailHOW KaHIIeaspyH, 3HAYUT, HEUEro Oracarhb-
Cs M eMy CaMOMY, 3HAUUT, HEYEerO U TPEBOXKUTHLCS, U MYyTraThCs
TEeX CTPaxoB, KaKKMe PUCOBAJIO eMy JaBeua ero Booopaxenue. U,
Kpenko noxumasi pyky Aarony [lerpoBudy, oH ckazan:

— He 3Hato, kak u Gnarogaputh Bac, Bbl MEHsI IPOCTO BOCKpe-
cum. Ho ckaxute mue, rae ke Hukonait? B IletepOypre wmm



rae B UHoM Mecte?

JluxapeB onsATh yABIOHYJICS:

— BoT 31010 O1SAITH HE CKAXKY, ITO — OMSATH HE MOSI TaiiHa. OJTHO
MOT'y cKa3aTh — Balll Opatel] 3/paB, KMB, HEBPEAUM U B TIOJIHOM
OJIaronoTyYHu.

— Ho Beap MHe X0Tes10ch Obl €ro yBUIATH !

— W yBuaute, 1, BecbMa BEPOSTHO, OUeHb CKOpo. CKaxy Bam
TaK, 110 CEKPETY, UTO S JaXKe U3BEIIlY €r0 O BalllEM IPUCYTCTBUU
B IIPUHEBCKOU CTOJTHUIIE.

— MHe Huuero GoJbllie ¥ He HaJo, U 3a 3T0 cracubo. [lepe-
JaiTe eMy TOJIBKO, YTOOBI OH HE JIOJITO CKPBIBAJICS, TaK KaK MHe
COBCEM He yibl0aeTcs netepOyprekast JKU3Hb U 51 TOTYAC Ke T10-
clie CBUJIaHUs C HUM yaepy B MocCKBy.

— AJIM Hama CTOJNMIIA He MPUIIUIACh MO0 BKYCY? — yCMeXasich,
cnpocu Jluxapes.

— Kakoe! — Bockimknyn Bacunuii I'puropbeBud. — S B
MockBe coBceM MHOE JyMaJl, a TeNepb CKaxy, YTO €CJIM U BBEK
[Mutepa He BUIATH, TaK ¥ TO OOT ¢ HUM. UTO 3TO 32 TOPOJI TAKOM,
IJIe BMECTO JKU3HHM CIISIKOTh J1a YHBIHUE /1A JIIOAW Ha JIIOJIEW HU 32
YTO HM IPO YTO CO IINaraMu KUJaTcs?

— 310, TaK CKa3aTh, B Ha1ll oropoa? Ha 310 yx Bb HE OCETYM-
Te, TAKOBA, BUJHO, CyJbOa. MuTe 32 3TO BBI 30POBO OTIUIATUIIH,
a MEHs MPOCTUTE — MOBUHHYIO MPUHOIIY. BOJIbHO X BaM Takoe
CXOZCTBO UMETH C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOT'O HEBEJJOMO KaK €I1Ie 3€M-
Jis IEPKUT. A BIIpOYEM, Kak BUIUTE, BCE K JTyuleMy. He moxonu
BBl Ha TOTO Mep3aBIia — He BHIIUIO Obl MEXIYy HAMH CCOPBI, HE



BBIVIM CCOPBI — MBI ObI HE TIO3HAKOMMJIUCH, 4 HE TTO3HAKOMbBCS —
Tak Obl BBl M CJIOHsUIHCH IO [letepOypry, pasbickuBast Hukonas
W He 3Has, KyJa oH nojieBasics. Hy a Teneps MHOE JIe/10, TaK YTO
BaM I'HEBAThCS HE ClIe/.

— [la 51 06 3TOM U He roBOpI0. UTO 10 MEHS, TaK 51 BCEMY STOMY
OYEHb PaJ] U TJIABHBIM 00pa30M paj] 3HAKOMCTBY C BaMH.

— W g ot nymm pajg — 3HaYMT, Oy/IeM 3HAKOMBI. 3aXaKUBaki-
T€ KO MHe, 51 ’KMBY OTCIofa Hejaneko, B joMme [lnutunepa, Ha
yriy Anmupanteiickoit 1 Moiiku. 3axonure, 51 Bcerga Oyay Bam
ot aym pan. Kcratu, Bam Bce paBHO NMPUAETCA KO MHE 3aWTH,
YTOOBI y3HATh, KOTJ]a BbI MOKETe MoBUIAThCs ¢ Hukomaem. . .

OHU KperKo MOoKaau APYr IPYry PyKy U pacCcTaaucCh Apy3bsi-
Mu. backakoB, COBEpITIIEHHO YCIIOKOUBIITHIACS ¥ OCBOOOIMBIITHIA-
Cs1 OT YTHETABIIIErO €ro paHee CTpaxa, OTIPABUIICS Ha 3ae3KUi

JIBOP.



IV
B seTHeM aBopue

B Jletnem asopre napwia 3yosenias TainvHa. Emie HegaBHO
IIYMHBII U O)KMBJIEHHBIH, OH ObLI MOTPYKEeH TeNepb B TATOCTHOE
6e3morBue. [Ipu3pak cMepT MoBes HaJl HUM CBOMM XOJIOIHBIM
IbIXaHHEM U CITyTHYJ OTCIofa ObUIOE Becesbe U ObUIoe OXKHUB-
nenue. mneparpuna AnHa MoanHoBHa ymupana. Heckonbko
JHE! TOMY Haza], ellle BIOJHe Oofipasi, OKUBJICHHAsl, OHA U He
IPEANosaraga, YTo CMEpPTh CTOUT yXke 3a €€ IUIe4aMH, 4TO He
NPOMJET U HEAEHU, KaK Jyllla OTIETUT U3 ee Tea. Bripouem, kak
TOBOPWJIH, Y MIMITEPATPUIIBl OBLIO TPEJIyBCTBUE CBOEH Oni3-
KOM KOHYMHBI. Heckosbko AHer ToMy Haszaj, CUJs 3a KapTod-
HBIM CTOJIOM M Urpas ¢ buponom, I'onoBkunbM 1 OctepmaHoM
B jjomOep', AnHa MoaHHOBHa BpYr NoOJeqHena Kak CMepTh,
OTIIATHYJIACh 1 OBICTPO, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOIO TIOJIHOTY, B OCOOEH-
HOCTH OTATOLIABIIYIO €€ B IIOCJIEHEE BPEMs, TOAHAIACH CO CBO-
ero kpecna. Korga ee nmaprHepsl, yIMBJIEHHO B3IVISIHYB Ha Hee,
CIIPOCWJIY, YETO OHA WCITyrajlach, UMIepaTpyLa JpoKaliM Io-
JIOCOM OTBETWJIA:

— MHe noka3ajioch, 4YT0 MOU KapThl 3aJUThl KPOBBIO; 3TO —
OYEHb CKBEPHBIN MPU3HAK. .. MHE KaXeTcs, 4To A CKOPO yMpY.

Ee, KOHEYHO, YCIIOKOMIIH, TIOCTAPAIIMCh 3TO OOBSICHUTh MPU-

15 Jlombep — BUI KapTOYHOH UTPHL.



JIMBOM KPOBH K rosioBe. Mimneparpuiia Mayio-nomaiy 3adbia o
CBOEH TAJLTIONMHAIINK U Ja’Ke CHOBA OKMBUJIACH, HO HE MPOIILIO
M JIHS, KaK C Helo MOBTOPWJIACh TaJUTIOIMHAIMS U ke B Oonee
CEepbe3HBIX pa3Mepax.

OO 3TOM, KOHEYHO, TOBOPHJIH TOJIBKO IIETIOTOM, PacCKa3bIBa-
71 B PasHBIX BAPUAHTAaX, HO PACCKa3bl CBOAWINCH K TOMY, UTO
Anna MoaHHOBHaA BUjieNia CBOETO IBOMHKKA U BUJIENIa HE TOJIBKO
OJ1Ha, HO YTO C HEI0 BMECTe BU/IEJT 9TOTO JBOMHUKA U BUpOH, Bu-
Jeny ¥ comnarsl MI3MaiiioBCKoro moska, CTOsIBILIME B KapayJie y
JBEPEV TPOHHOM 3aJIbl.

Kak roBopusm Tonku, ObIIO yike 3a MOJTHOYb, KOT/Ia YaCOBOM,
CTOSIBUIMI B TPOHHOW 3ajie, 3aMETUJI BHILIEALIYI0 U3 BHYTPEH-
HHX TIOKOEB MMIIEpaTpHIly, OAETYIO B MapagHoe aTtbe. Mmre-
paTpHIia MpoIIa MUMO YacOBOTO, KOTOPBIH MOCHEIINI OTIATh
el YecTh, HO JIUIIO TOCYIApbIHU OBbLIIO 33yMUYMBO, B30p ee ObLT
OIyIIIEH K I0Jy, ¥ OHa Kak Obl Jlake ¥ He BUJesa yacoBoro. Ya-
COBOM} NO3BaJI KapayJl, COJIaThl BHICTPOUJIMCh, Kapay IbHbIA 0(pU-
1Iep OTCAIOTOBAJI IIIAroi, HO UMITEPATPHIIA HE 3aMETHIIa ITOTO
¥ TIPOJOJDKAJIA TEM K€ MEPHBIM MEIJICHHBIM I1IaroM XOAUTb TIO
3aste. Tak mporio okono nomyvaca. Oduiepa cMyTHIa Takas
NPOAOJDKUTEIBHAS MTPOTYJIKAa B HOUHOE BPEMsl, ¥ OH HallPaBUJICS
Ha ToJIOBUHY Brpona, 4To0B COOOIUTh eMy O TOM, e Haxo-
auTcst uMrieparpuiia. M TOT CTpairHo yIUBUICS W BOCKJIMKHYIL,
YTO 3TOrO HE MOXET OBbITh, YTO OH TOJBKO YTO ceiyac MpoBO-
JWJT UMIIEepaTpHIly, KOTopas rnouuia cnatb. M, cMyIieHHsI co-
obmenueM oduriepa, bupon ornpaBuiics B 3ai1y, BXOAWUT U BU-



JIUT, 4TO JIEACTBUTEJILHO UMITEPATPUILIA MEJIEHHBIM IT1aroM ITPO-
XOIUT MUMO HEro, HO UTO-TO CTpaHHOe rmopasuio bupona B 00-
JIMKe rocyAapbiHU. D710 Oblia AHHA MloaHHOBHA, HO HE Ta, KOTO-
PYIO OH 3HaJI, KOTOPYIO OH IIPUBBIK BUJETh, C KOTOPOUH OH TOJIb-
KO 4TO MpocTriicst. CXOICTBO OBLIO IMOPa3UTEIbHOE, HO €My TI0-
Ka3aJioCh, YTO ITO — WM OOMaH 3pEHUs, WA KaKasi-TO CaMo-
3BaHKa, HaJIeBIlasl Ha ce0s1 UMIEePAaTOPCKYI0 KOPOHY M BOCIIONb-
30BaBIIIAsCs CXOACTBOM ¢ umnepatpuiieit. Torna bupon 6pocui-
sl B CIIAJIBHIO TOCY/IApPbIHU, KOTOpas yXke pas3zienach U CUjena B
nyaepManTerie !¢, coonpasich JTOKUTHCA B MOCTeNb. BIpoH co00-
IIWI €i O CTPaHHOM TOSIBJIEHUN KaKOW-TO CaMO3BaHKU M COBe-
TOBaJI €l BHIUTU B TPOHHYIO 3aJTy, YTOOHI B IIa3axX KapayJia u300-
JIMYUTD ITY JIOKHYIO UMIIEpATPUILy, KOTOPask MOKET BOCHOJIB30-
BaThCsl 3aMEIIATeNILCTBOM cofijiatT. MimmnepaTpuiia oTrpaBuiiach B
TPOHHYIO 3aJ1y W, €/IBa MEPECTyIUB MOPor, 000MIIeIa OT yKaca:
OHa BHjieJIa B ABYX IlIarax ot ceOsl JKeHIIMHY, KOTopas Obljia Kak
JIBE KaruTh BOJIbI TTOXOkAa HA Hee U KOTopasi, HUCKOJIBKO He CMY-
11asAch, CTOs1a ¢ Her oM K Jyimny. Ho, Tonbko AnHa MoaH-
HOBHA XOTeJa MPHUKa3aTh COMJaTaM CXBAaTUTh 3Ty CaMO3BaHKY,
TOJILKO OHa MOAOIUIA K Hell M cipocuia: «Kto Tei? 3auem Thl
npuiuia?» — JIOKHas UMITEpaTPHIIAa CTajla MEJICHHO OTCTYIaTh
K TPOHY, B30OIILJIa HA HEro, He CiycKas mia3 ¢ AHHbI MloaHHOB-
HBI, U 3aTeM Mcue3Jia, TOUHO pacTasiia B Bo3ayxe. Mimmneparpuria
B3JIpOrHYJIa, MoOeaHena 1, oopaiasch K bupoHy, mporoBopu-

16 ITynepmanTens (HeM.) — HaKW/KA, HaJieBaeMasi BO BpeMs IIPUYEChIBAHUSA JIJ1s 3a-
LIUTHI OT IYJpPbl, KOTOPOW MOCKINaIM napuku 1 Bojiockl B X VIII B.



na:

— 4 3Ha10 ee, 3TO — MOsI CMEPTh, OHA MPUXOAMIIA 32 MHOM.

[IpenuyBcTBUs He oOMaHynu AHHY MoanHoBHY. Yepes Tpu
JHS1 MIOCJIE TOTO, KaK roCyAapblHSA YBUAAJIA 3TO CTPAHHOE ITPUBHU-
JieHue, OHa BHe3amHo 3a0oJena u ciieryia B nocrens. [Ipuasop-
HBIE Bpauu OMpeeIUIN MPOCTYLY, MyCKAIN el KPOBb, CTABUIIN
MyIIKH, HO AHHe VloaHHOBHE CTaHOBUJIOCHh BCE XYKE U XyXke, U
OHA YK€ YyBCTBOBaJa HaJ cOOOW JiefieHsIee BessHue KpPbLIbeB
CMEpTH.

[IpunBopHele npuyHbUIM, BUpoH pacrepsuica. BeecuibHbi
BPEMEHIIUK, B TEUEHHE JIECSATH JIET IMOJIb30BABIIMIACS HEOT PAaHU-
YEeHHBIM BJIMSIHUEM Ha rOCyIapbIHIO, PACHOPSIKABILIUICS CyabOa-
mu Poccun, ccpuiaBmmMil M Ka3HUBILMN PYCCKUX JIIOIEH, MOHSII,
4TO C €€ CMEpPTHIO /I Hero Oy/leT Bce KOHUEHO, YTO ero Biia-
JBIYECTBY HACTAHET KOHEII U UTO, MOXKET ObITh, EMY TIPUACTCS U
OUEHb TSKEJIO 3aIJIaTUTh 3a BCE paHbl, Kakhe oH HaHec Poccun,
32 BCE CBOE CAMOBJIACTHE, 32 BCIO CBOIO KECTOKOCTD, 32 BCEX JIBA-
JIIATh THICSY Y€JIOBEK, COCIAHHBIX ¥ Ka3HEHHBIX UM. biieHbIi 1
TpPeTeNIyIIniA CTOSUT OH TeTlephb Y TOCTeNH, Ha KOTOPOW yMupasia
umneparpuua. Eii ceronHs OpU10 HEMHOTO JTy4Ille, XOTsI IbIXaH1e
y Hee BCe-TaKM ObLIO MPEPHIBUCTO, a Ha OOPIO3TIIIEM JIUIIE JIeKa-
s TeMHble TeHu. OHa nonanena Ha bupona, cToABIIEro 0KoJo
TIOCTEJN CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY Ha TPyib, U MpOIIenTaIa;

— 4 ymupaio, Mo Jpyr.

— U yHOcuTte ¢ co0oit 1 MOe cUacTbe, U MOIO KU3Hb, — TITyXUM
rOJIOCOM OTO3BaJICs bUpoH.



— To1 Gourbest Moeit cmepTu?

— Barre Benmm4ecTBo 3HaeT, 4TO y MeHs HeT apy3eit. Ha Bep-
HOM CiTyk0e BallieMy BeJIM4IeCTBY s PUOOPEI TOJIKO BParoB, KO-
TOpBIE BUJIAT BO MHE MHO3EMIIa, KOTOpbIe HEHABUJIAT MEHS BCel
JyILOW, W, He yCIIeeT Ballla CBSIIIEHHAs ylla yJleTeTh Ha HeOo,
OHH, KOHEYHO, He MOIIEPEMOHSITCSI CO MHOU, Y MbI, MOXET OBITb,
OYeHb CKOPO CBUIUMCSI C BaMHU.

Ha ero ma3ax 3acBepKajii HEITPUTBOPHBIE CIIE3bI.

['pycTHas ynpiOka TpoHysa OnieiHble TyObl TOCYIapblHU, U OHA
THXO MTPOMOJIBIIA:

— Yto TH XOUelb, 4yTo0 s caenana? Yem s MoOry ynpouduTh
TBOIO BJ1acTh? Thl MHE ObLIT BEpHBIM JAPYTOM, U 51 HE X0OUY, YTOO
MOSI CMEPThb IIpHUHECIIa TeOe, KpoMe Ievalid, eie 1 OOJIbIIIoe Iro-
pe.

Crnie3sl cpa3y BHICOXJIM Ha I71a3ax bupoHa, 1 OHM ONSATh 3aro-
PEJUCh TIPEXHUM CTaTBHBIM OJIECKOM.

— 41 yxe roBOpWII BaM, TOCYapbiHsl, KaK BbI MOXETE BO3HArpa-
IUTh MeHs1. HacnieTHUK mpecTtora eie MilaeHerl, TpyuHI] AHTOH
HE B COCTOSIHUM MPABUTh FOCYIAPCTBOM, MpHHIlecca AHHA Jleo-
TIOJIBJOBHA CJIMIITKOM CJ1abast JKEHIIMHA, ¥ ObLTO ObI BITOJIHE CIIpa-
BEJ/IJIVBO, ec/i Obl BBl IOPYYMJIM MHe pereHTcTBO!". 4 yxke crap,
¥ MHe OBl yIaJIOCh TIPOBECTH CIIOKOMHO OCTATOK CBOMX JTHEH, T10-
Ka OyIyIIuii UMIIepaTop MOAPACTET M IIPUMET U3 MOUX PYK CBOIO
BJIACTb.

WmnepaTpriia OTKMHYJIA TOJIOBY Ha MOAYIIKHU, 3aKpblia TJia-

1
7 Perent — nipaBuTelIb CTPAHDL, ONEKYH IIPH MAIOJETHEM TOCYIape.



3a U 33lyMaJlach. YK€ He B NIEPBbIi pa3 rOBOPUJI €1 3TO ee JIo-
OumMerl, yxe He OIMH pa3 HaMeKaJl OH el Ha TO, YTO, TOJIbKO Ha-
3HAYMB €r0 PEreHTOM, OHA MOKET CMaCTH €ro OT KO3Hel Bparos.
Ho Anne MoanHoBHe oyeHb He xoTenoch 3toro. Kak Hu Obuia
OHa TpuBsI3aHa K brpoHy, oHa 3Hana Bce AypHbIE CTOPOHBI €T0
XapakTepa, 3HaJla ero )KeCTOKOCepAre, 3Hajla TO, UTO OH He yMe-
€T IPOIATh CBOMM JEWCTBUTEIbHBIM U BBIMBIIIIJICHHBIM Bparam,
¥ MOHMMAJIa, YTO €C/U Jla)ke efl He yJaBaJioCh CIEpKUBaTh €ro
Iy pHBIE MHCTUHKTBI, TO TEM MEHEE €ro CyMeloT cliepKarh cinado-
xapaktepHast AHHa JleomosibIoBHA U COBEPIIIEHHO Oe3BOJIbHBIN
npunil AHTOH. Ho B TO ke camoe BpeMsl OHa CO3HaBasia, uTo ec-
1 BUpoOH He ocTaHeTcs y BJACTH, €CIM OH MOTepsieT MpexHee
obastHHe, TO €ro Bparv He TMOMAAAT ero U ¢ ee KOHYMHOW Oyaer
BCE KOHUEHO U JiJ1s1 Hero. Eii ObLI0 JOHEeNb3s1 JKaJIKO ero, oHa 4e-
pecuyp IMpUBBIKJIA K HEMY B MPOAOKEHHUE JIOJITUX CEMHAIIATH
JIeT ¥ YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO HE B CUJIAX OCTaBUTH €ro 0e33aIluTHHIM
Ha MPOU3BOJT CYAbOBI.

— Xoporio, — MpOMOJIBIJIA OHA, OTKpbIBasi ia3a u Opocast
TYCKJIbI B30p Ha JIMIIO BHpoHa, — XOpOoIlIo, 51 UCHOIHIO TBOIO
pocbOy, DPHCT, HO TOJBKO JIail MHE KJISITBY, UTO Thl OOJbIIIE HE
Oy/ielib POJIMBATh YEIOBEYECKYIO KPOBb.

Cepmuie BupoHa TpeneTHo 3a01II0Ch OT PaJOCTH: OH OITYCTHII-
Cs1 Ha KOJIEHH, CXBATUJI XOJIOAHYIO U BJIAKHYIO PYKY UMITEPATPU-
bl U TIOKPBUT €€ OECUUCTIEHHBIMU TOLIETYSIMHU.

— Bairie BeimyecTBO criaciiv MHE MOIO TOJIOBY, U KJISTHYCh BaM,
91O 51 Oyy HBIHE COBCEM HE TaKUM, KAaKUM ObLT MTPeK/Ie.



Ho ero ycra He BbICKa3aJli TeX TalHBIX JyM, KOTOpbIE B 9TO
BpeMs IIEBEMIINCH B ero ronose. EMy yxe TpyaHO ObLIO Tereph
YCHIITUTh CBOI0 KPOBOKATHOCTh M TIONO3PUTENBHOCTh. OH 3HAT
XOpOIIO, YTO, Kakue Obl KJIATBBl HU J1aBajl, OH HE CyMeeT U He
CMOXET CHepXaTh UX.

Mmnieparpuriia CKoHYaIach, €Ba yCIeB MOANMCaTh MaHU(pECT
O PEreHTCTBE U e1Ba yCIieB OOBSIBUTH 00 ITOM MaTepy OyIyIIero
umrneparopa AHHe JleonosnbI0BHE U ee CynpyTy.

Bectb 0 KOHUMHE UMIIEpaTpUIlBl OBICTPO pa3Hecach 1o Ile-
TepOypry ¥ HM B KOM He BbI3Bajia OOJIBIINX COXaJleHWd. bu-
POHOBIIMHA, CTaBIIasi CJIOBHO CUMBOJIOM TOJIBKO YTO OKOHYMB-
IIerocsi ApCTBOBaHMS, CIMIIKOM HMcTep3aia Poccuio, u B Tity-
OWHe Iyl MHOTHE JiaXke 00paJoBaiCh KOHUMHE UMITEPATPH-
I1b1, TTOJIOKMBIIEN KOHEIT ¥ BaipraecTBy brpona. Xots Bce mpe-
KPacHO 3HAJM, YTO IPUHIT AHTOH Oy/IET OUeHb IUIOXUM MTpaBUTE-
JeM, uto AHHa JIeornobI0BHA CJUIIIKOM JIEHUBA sl TOTO, YTO-
OBl IepKaTh B CBOMX PyKax KOPMWJIO TIPaBJIE€HUs, U UTO J0 CO-
BepLIEHHOJIETUA MiaJeHa ummeparopa Moanna Ilecroro rocy-
JapcTBEHHBI Kopabib Poccuu, Gmarogapsi HeyMeTbIM KOpMYKM,
MOXET MOTePIeTh CEPbE3HbIE ABAPUU OT MHOTUX MOJIUTHYECKUX
Oypb U Ipo3, HO, BO BCSIKOM CJTy4dae, B3JOXHY/IA CBOOOJHO yxke
TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO KOHUYHJIFICh KPOBABBIE YKaChl ONPOHOBCKOTO
BpPEMEHH, TaK KaK 3HAJIM POIUTENIeH NMIlepaTopa 3a Oe3yCJIOBHO
no6pbix Jiozen. [Tostomy, korna duiar Ha mmnuie JlerHero qBop-
1a crycruics, ussenias [letepOypr o cMepTy UMIepaTpulibl, ie-
YaJbHbIE JIMIAa TeTepOypXKIEeB, NeYaabHble BCE ITU THHU, TOYHO



MIPOCBETJIENI, U MHOTHE B3JIOXHYJIU TaK JIETKO, Kak OyATO C UX
JYIIN CKaTUJIACh CTPAIITHAS TSIKECTb.

B3noxnyn, mexay nmpouuM, odneryeHHo U Bacunmii ['puro-
pbeBuY backakoB, co BUeparHero qHsl MUTaBIIMN K UMeHU bu-
pOHa KaKOKH-TO CyeBepHbIN cTpax. BuepaliHue pa3MblluieHUs,
XOTSI ¥ YCTIOKOEHHbIE pa3roBopoM ¢ JInxapeBbiM, BCe-TaKu OCTa-
BUJIM CJIef] B €0 JIyllie, U OH HEeT-HET Ja U BO3BPAINAJICS MbIC-
JIbIO K CBOMM OBUIBIM CTPaxaM M OIacasicsi Ternepb BO3MOXHOCTU
TMOMACTh B 3aCTEHOK TaliHOW KaHLIENSIPUU €CIIM HE 10 OrOBOpY
CBOET0 JBOIOPOIHOTO Opara, Tak CIy4YallHO, KaK CIIyYaiHO T0-
najiajayv Tyaa ouyeHb MHOrue JiIogu. OH TOJBKO YTO MPOCHYJICH,
a IPOCHYJICS OH OYeHb MO3[IHO, YTO-TO B Yacy JeCATOM yTpa, —
KaK XO35IMH 3a€3Kero Bopa, paxuid'® 310poBbIid Kyrell, BOIIes
B €ro KOMHATY ¥ COOOITIII €My Ie4aibHyI0 HOBOCTb, O KOTOPO
y’k roBopui Bech [leTepOypr, UMEHHO O KOHUMHE UMITEPATPUIIBL.
BackakoB o0neryeHHO B3/1I0XHYJI U Aaxe nepekpectuics. Ho xo-
35IMH Ha 3TO He 0OpaTW/I HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHUs, TeM OoJiee uTo
9TOT KPECT MOT OTHOCUTBHCS U K NMaMSITU TIOKOMHOM rOCY/IapbIHU.

— Teneps, cynapb, — cKazaj Kyneil, — y Hac umnepaTtop Moann
[lecroii; MiaseHel OH elle — 3TO TOYHO, a TOJIbKO BCE Xke, Ka-
KHCh, Jlerye Oy/ieT )KUTh, YeM paHee! — MpruOaBUII OH IIIENOTOM,
caM TPEBOKHO O3UPAsICh Ha JIBEPb.

Ho BackakoBy 0bU10 He 40 pa3roBopoB ¢ HUM. EMy xoTesoch
MIOCKOpEee BBIMTH Ha CBEKUI BO3/1YX, MOJBIIIATH TOJTHOU TPYAbIO,
MIOCMOTPETh Ha TO, KAKOE BIIEYATIICHUE TPON3Bea KOHUMHA AH-

18 pasuit — 3]I0POBBIH, CUJIbHBIH, BUIHBIA, KPETIKHUIA, KPACHBbIN.



Hbl MloaHHOBHBI, 2 BMeCTe ¢ Helo M KOHell BjiajibluecTBa brpoHa.
OH YTO-TO OTBETUJI XO3AUHY, OTAEJNAJICS OT HErO HECKOJIbKUMU
(ppazamu, mocrnenHo ofeics U BBIIIE Ha YIIUILY.

Emy 3axoTenoch paccesaThCsl, TOTOBOPUTH C KeM-HUOYIb, 1O-
JeJUTHCS TEMH BIIEUATIIEHUSIMU, KOTOPBIE JIeXKAaIM Y HEro Ha Y-
nie. ENMHCTBEHHBIN YeI0BEK, C KOTOPBIM OH MOT IIEPEKUHYThCS
HECKOJIbKUMHU (ppa3amu, €IMHCTBEHHBI YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOro OH
3HaJI B 9TOM IPOMaJIHOM ropoje, b1 JInxapes, ¥ K HEMY-TO OH
PEIT OTIIPABUTHCS TETIEePb.

JInxapesa oH 3acran ewe B xajnare; AHTOH [lerpoBuy, npocu-
JIEB Yy TTOCTEJTM PAHEHOT'0 IPYTa IMOYUTH 10 PacCBETa, BEPHYJICS JI0-
MOW M 3aCHYJI TPEBOKHBIM CHOM, KOTOPBIF TIpepBaJl 3alieAii
K HEMY T10 JIopore MpeoOpakxeHCKUI TOPyIrK MHUIIOIIEB, SIBUB-
IIAKACS CIIETIMAILHO TOJIBKO 3aTeM, YTOOBI IOBE/IATh IPUSATEITIO O
KOHUYMHE umreparpuilbl AHHbI FIOaHHOBHBI.

JluxapeB ctpamHo oOpagoBajics Bacumiio ['puropneBudy.
BackakoB mpou3Bes Ha HEro camoe Jiydiliee BrevyaTieHue, U OH
ObUT OUEHb JIOBOJIEH 9TUM 3HAKOMCTBOM, 3aBSA3ABIIMMCSI OUEHb
OPUTUHAJIBHO, XOTs U TIEYaJIbHO.

JpyXecKu MokaB PyKy MOJIOIIOMY UYEJIOBEKY, OH ITO3HAKOMMJI
ero ¢ MuJoIeBbM, Ka3aBIIUMCS KaKOR-TO KPACHOU JIEBUIICH,
3aTSHYTON B ouriepckmii MyHaup. CoBceM 10HBIM, axe Oe3-
YCBIH, MOpyYuK MuJioieB cCoBceM He MTPOU3BOINII BIIeUATICHUS
OpaBOro BovMHa, KAKMMH B OOJIBIITMHCTBE ObUTH BCE MPeoOpakeH-
ckue o(uIEphl, U OMpaBAbIBAJl CBOE CXOJCTBO C JIEBYIIKOW HE
TOJILKO CBOMM IOHBIM BHJIOM, HE TOJIBKO CBOUMH OEJIOKYpPhIMU



Kyp4YaBBIMU BOJIOCAMH, HO B OCOOEHHOCTH TeM, UTO MPH KAk 101
(paze, oOpariieHHOI K HEMY, Ha €TO TIOJTHBIX IEKaX BCIBIXUBAIT
sapkuid pymsieen. U Terieps, 310poBasich ¢ backakoBbiM, OH TO-
KPacHe 10 KOpHe BOJIOC M TIOTYIHII CBOM Cepble T1a3a C TAKUM
CTpaHHBIM BUIOM, uTO Bacunmii ['puropbeBrud He MOT yepxaTh-
Cs1 OT HEBOJILHOM YJIBIOKH.

— Hy, KaK BbI IPOBEJIM CETOHSAIIHION HOYb? — cripocut JIu-
xapeB, koraa Bacunmii I'puropseBuy ycencs. — Uto 10 MeHsl, Tak
s CMajl OTBPATUTENIBLHO: TOJIBKO TOJ YTPO 3a0bUICA, 1a U TO TO-
memiaa. Bot mpuimen Musyiia 1 pa3orsai MO# COH.

— 4 can Toxe He nmydine Bamiero! — oro3paics backakos. —
JlomkHO ObITh, Balll METEPOYPrcKUi BO3AYX CIIOCOOEH yOMBaTh
SHEPrHIO JIA)Ke B CAMBIX CTOMKHX JIIO/ISIX.

— Hy, ato, 6atennka, He orrtoro! IIpocto yepecuyp cuib-
HbI OBUIM BIIEUATJICHWs BUEpaIiHero qHs. Kcratu, cibiimany Ho-
BOCTb?

— Copiman v gaxe oopajioBaIcs.

MuronieB yIuMBIEHHO paciivMpuil I71a3a, a AHTOH [lerpoBuy
BOCKJIMKHYIT:

—Yemy xe TyT pagoBarbcsi? CoObITHE, MOKHO CKa3aTh, cCaMoe
HauTeyaabHOe.

bBackakoB TIOKpacHeNl, TOYHO IIMKOJBHUK, KOTOPOMY Jajiv
YPOK, ¥ CMYIIIEHHO TIPOTOBOPHI:

— Bbl MeHs He Tak moHsuu. §I oOpajoBajicsi HE TOMY, 4YTO
CKOHYAJIaCh UMIIEPATPULIA, 51 — PYCCKUH YeJIOBEK, a JJIsI KaXA0TO
PYCCKOTO Tpayp UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbH SIBJISIETCS €70 COOCTBEH-



HBIM TPaypOM; s TOPAOBAJICS MMOTOMY, UTO He ObIBaeT Xyna 0e3
no6pa. OueHs nevaibHO, YTO yMepIia rOCyAaphiHs, HO, BOJIS Ba-
1a, s OT QyIIY TOBOPIO claBa OOry, UTO C €¢ CMEPTHIO TPHIIIET
KOHell BiajplyectBy bupona.

Mutorie u JIuxapeB ObICTPO MEPErSHYIUCH MEX]Ty COOOI0.

— 3re, cygapb! — nporoBopusi AHTOH IlerpoBuu. — Tak Bbl,
cTaso ObITh, HUYEro He 3HaeTe. OMacHO O TaKuX BelllaxX pa3roBa-
puBaTh, TeM OoJsiee BCIIyX: HO, C OJHOU CTOPOHBI, 1 MOTY TIOpPY-
YUTHCS 32 COIMAHYIO TOJIIMHY CTEH MO KBapTUPBI, a C JPyron
— BBl MHE BHYIIAeTe CIUIIKOM OOJBIIOE JOBEpPHE, YTOOHI 51 BaC
craj onacatbes. B TOM-TO 1 €110, UTO, K COKAJIEHUIO, BIablye-
cTBO bupoHa He KOHUMIIOCH, a eltle OoJee YCUITHIIOCh.

BackakoB B31pOrHyJ1 M MOYYBCTBOBAJL, KaK IO €r0 KOKE TOUHO
IIPOIIA CTPYMKA XOJIOAHOU BOJIBL.

— YT0 BBl TOBOpUTE? — BOCKJIUKHYJI OH.

— IlpaBny, Bacunuii ['puropbeBuy, UCTUHHYIO TpaBAy, BOT,
KOJIM He BepuTe, Tak Mwityiy cipocure. OH MHE BCe CU€E U T10-
Begall. ['ocynapeiHa nepes KOHUMHOM HaJl MaJIOJIETHUM UMITEPA-
TOPOM PEreHTCTBO YYMHWJIA U pereHToM brupoHa HazHaunmma —
3HAUMUT, OH HbIHE elle B OoJIbIIel cuie, yeM rpeske. [Ipexae oH,
MOJHO CKa3aTb, XOTh U KYyIIAJ )XUBbEM JIIOJIEH, 1a BCE KaK-HU-
Kak, a C OMAacKOM, a Ternepb Tak KylaTh OyAeT, 9TO TOJIBbKO XPYCT
MO IET.

3t0 coolieHne coBceM orenomMuiio Bacumus ['puropbeBu-
ya. CTpaxu ero sIBUJIMCh CHOBA, U Cepiile 3a0UIOCh HE TOJIBKO
TPEBOXKHO, HO TOYHO XOTEJIO BBIIPBITHYTh U3 I'PYIHOU KJIETKU.



OH HEepBHO B3bEPOIINJ BOJIOCH], PE3KO BCKOUYMII CO CTYJIa, Mpo-
1IEJICS. HECKOJIBKO Pa3 M0 KOMHATE KPYMHBIMU IIaraMy U 3aTEM
cKazai:

— Hy, B Takom paze npormaite! HoHe ke s HeMe[IeHHO B
MockBy yaepy... OyaeT ¢ MeHsI U BYEpaIllHUX CTPaXOB, U CEro-
JHAIIHEN Houu. TaMm, 1o KpaHOCTH, 51 XOTb CIaJl CIIOKOMHO.

JluxapeB pacxoxoTajics.

— Oro, cynapb, 3/10pOBO k€ Bbl HaITyraHbl !

—Hanyraeibcs TyT, eeu nepef ria3aMu TO U JeJI0 KPacHble
py0axu MeJbKaloT, a B yIIax, YTO HU MUHYTA, «CJIOBO W JIETIO»
capimuted. Het, koHueno! Yesxaio.

— A xak ke Bbl Hukomaiiry-to Xoteau BUIETh?

— bor ¢ Hum! — MaxHyB pykoii, mpomosBui backakos. — Ko
TMOKEJIAET HAC BUJIETh, MOXKET B belokaMeHHyo npuexarb — He
BEJIMK MyTh, & MHE COBCEM CBOEM T'OJIOBOM PUCKOBATh HE XOYET-
cs1; a 51 IPSIMO U3BENYCh 3[IECh. DTO YK HU HA UTO HE MOXOXKE.

— Kak xoture, cynapb, Kak XOTUTE, yAEPKMBATh BAC HE CTaHY:
¥ TO CKa3aTh, OOJIBIIION PAJJOCTH Y HAC TYT HET. Tak BbI U B caMOM
Jieie cerogHs yeaere?

— CeropHs, cerofHs, U Melkarh He Oyay! Bor, ceituac k cebe
Ha 32€3:KUi ABOP OTIIPABIIIOCH, YJIOKYCh — U IIPSIMO HA ITOYTOBYIO
CTaHLIUIO.

— B Takom paze npomaite. ’Kanko MHE ¢ BAaMM paccTaBaTh-
cs1, TIO J1yIlle Bbl MHE KaK-TO MPUIILIUCh, — HY Jia JIeJaTh Hevero!
ABocs, bor gacr, yBuaumcs. . .

OH kpenko noxan pyky backakoa. Bacummii ['puropbeBnu



IMPOCTUIICA C MuoieBbIM H, TOYHO HOHFOHHCMbeI CTpaxoM, TO-
POIVIMBBIMU HIAraMiu BbIIIET U3 KBAPTUPLI .HI/IXEIPCBEL



\"
Ha B0JIOCOK OT cMepTH

BackakoB KPYIHBIM TBEPABIM IIIArOM IIIeJT TI0 MOCTKaM, Mpo-
oupasich Ha HeBckyio nepcriekTuBy. TBepaoe pelieHue, KoTopoe
CO3peJIo B HEM, HHUCKOJIBKO HE U3MEHWJIOCh OTTOIO, YTO Tereph
Ha YJMLE CTAJIO KaK-TO CBETJIee, OTTOrO, YTO Ty4H, 3aKyThIBaB-
e HeOo, TOUHO Pa30PBAIMCH U C KJIOUKA OCBOOOIMBIIETOCS OT
HHMX HeOOCBO/IA YIIaJl DKW COJTHEUHBIH JIyd, TOYHO OCHITIABIIIUIA
30JI0TOM TBUIBIO 32 MUHYTY JIO TOT'O €Ille XMYPBIil FOpOJ1, TOYHO
O3apUBIIMI CBOMM OJIECKOM TIeTepOypKIIEB, HA JIUIAX KOTOPBIX
Kak Obl 3aJIpoKasia Jierkasl y/bIOKa, CJIOBHO BBI3BaHHASI B OTBET
Ha yJbIOKY npuponsl. Bacunmii ['puropreBrd axe He 3aMETHT
9TOi MeTaMopo3bI!®: y HEero Ha Jy1ie ObLIO XMypO, U IO3TOMY
¥ JIOMa, MEMO KOTOPBIX OH ITPOXOIMJI, ¥ caMa YJIMIa, U APOXKaB-
LM TIEpe/i HUM COJIHEYHBIM JIyd Ka3aJUCh €My TAKUMH KE XMY-
PBIMU.

HyxHo Obuto mepexonuth 4epe3 jpopory. IlorpyxeHHsiil B
DIyOOKYIO 33yMUYMBOCTh, Jake He oOpalas BHUMaHUs Ha To,
YTO OH INAarHyJs MpsiMo B JIyXy, Bacunmit ['puropseBuy crai me-
PEeXOAUTh Uepes yiuiry. B 1o camoe Bpems u3-3a yriia BEIBEpHY-
Ja TspKesast OepiIMHa, TPOMBIXaBINas KOJIeCaMu MO IPSA3HON MO-

1
¥ Meramopdo3a — npeBpalienne, peoGpasoBaHue Yero-Imoo.



croBoit. Kyuep, cuzieBmmii Ha ko3max?’, 3a0paj 0ObIYHOE «Iia-
IIv», HO TOJIBKO B Ty caMylo MUHYTY, Korjga Bacwmus ['puropse-
BUYa 0OO0XKIJIO ropstuee, BIIaKHOE JIbIXaHUe JIOIIA/IN, TaXHYBIIee
€My TpsMO B JIMIIO. BackakoB MCITyraHHO OTIIATHYJICS, XOTes
OTCKOYUTH B CTOPOHY, HO OBUIO Y€ MO3/IHO: JIOMa/ib CIIuoia
€ro C HOT, Ipyras yIapuia ero KOIBITOM, KOTJIa OH TSKEJIO yIal
Ha 3emuno... Bce 3akpyXuiioch Tmepes ero ma3amMu: U Joma, u
IIEpPKOBHAs1 KOJIOKOJIbHS, BUJHEBINAsCA HEeBANIeKe, M0 KOTOPOr
CKOJIb3HYJT €r0 TYCKHEIOIIHIA B3IJIsII, KOrJa OH Maja, u OexkaB-
IIKe CO BCEX CTOPOH, YBU/IEB COMTOTO JIOIIAbMH UeJIOBEKa, JII0-
I, U TsKes1ast OepiIHa, TPOrpOMBIXaBINasi MMMO HETO, U OH T10-
Teps co3HaHue. Kydep OepirHbl Opocul paBHOLYITHBIN B3TJISIT
Ha cCOMTOrO UM C HOT YeJIOBEKa, MIEJTKHYJT JIOMAIel OMIOM U XO-
TeJI TOCKOPEU yMYaThCsl, HO B 9TO cCaMOe BpeMsi MaJIeHbKasl py4-
Ka JIEpHYJIa 3a IHYPOK, IPUBS3aHHBIA K €r0 pyKe, U3 OKHa Oep-
JIMHBI BBICYHYJIACh KE€HCKas TOJIOBKA, U OH YCIJIbIIIAT HETOAYI0-
1A BO3IUIAC:

— CremnaH, Kak Thl cMeellb? OcTaHOBUCH ceryac xe!

[ToBUHYSICh SHEPTUYHOMY IPUKA3AHUIO XO3SIHKH, Kydep clep-
’KaJl pa3ropsiYeHHBIX JIOMIAel, BBIE3HON rycap?!, CTOsSBIIMIA Ha
3arsTKax OSpJIMHBI, TOPOIIMBO COCKOYMJI Ha 3€MJTI0, OTBOPHUI
JBEPILY, KOTOPYIO yKe HeTepIesMBO Aeprajia pyKa MOJIOION KeH-
IIMHBI, CUJICBINIEH B OepiiMHe, W XO3fWKa JIOMAIeH, COMBIINX
bBackakoBa, BBHINPBITHY/IA U3 SKUMaXka W MOYTH OeroM, Bojoya

20 Koznbr — CUIEHBE UIA Ky4depa.

21 . o
Brle3HOI rycap — CITy)KUTeNb y BEJTbMOXH B BEHTEPCKON OIeK/Ie.



TIPSIMO TI0 I'PSI3U JUTMHHEUIIUH 1TUTeR( CBOETO IIaThs, ogdexa-
Jla K TOMY MeCTy, Irae Jiexan Bacumun ['puropbeBrud, OKpyKeH-
HBII LIEJION TOJITION HEBEIOMO OTKYJa COOPABIIIMXCS 3€BaK.

Jluio Bacunus I'puropbeBrnya ObLJI0 MEPTBEHHO-OJIEAHO: U3
PacCeueHHoro JI0a CTPyMIach KpoBb, cOeras mo BoJIocaM 1 CMe-
IIMBAsCh C TPA3HOM BOJIOU CTOSIBILIEW TYT K€ JIY:KU, U TPYIHO
ObLJIO Pa3IMYUTD CPa3y, KUB JIX MOJIOION YEJIOBEK, WU YKe J1y-
1112 OCTaBUJIA €ro TEJO?

Mornonas keHIMHA HAKJIOHWIACh HaJl HUM U y4YacTJIMBO I0-
IJIAAe]a Ha KpacuBOe JIMIO KEPTBBI €€ JIOUIAJEeH; B Ila3ax ee
CBEPKHYJIM CJIE3UHKU HEIPUTBOPHOT'O TOPSI, ¥, 00paIasich K TOJ-
1€, C PaBHOLYITHBIM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM CMOTPEBIIIEH Ha Ty CIIEHY,
OHa ITPOrOBOPHJIA APOKALIUM OT BOJTHEHHSI TOJIOCOM:

— Moxert ObITh, OH ellle *KUB, €r0 HeJIb3s TAK OCTaBUTD. .. pajiv
6ora, MOMOTUTE MHE MEPEHECTH €ro B MOW IKUIIAK.

Ee cioBa TOoTUac ke MOAEWCTBOBAIMU; HECKOJBKO YEJIOBEK
cxBatuiM Bacunus ['puropreBrya Ha pyku U OCTOPOKHO Tepe-
Hec/u B OepiuHy, TIe U YAOKWIN Ha MSTKOE, OOUTOE IIEIKOM
CHUJIEHBE.

[Ipesxae yem cecTb, MOJIOAAS KEHILMHA CKa3ala Ky4depy:

— INoe3xkaii, Cremnan, 1marom, Kak MOKHO OCTOPOXKHee.

3arem OHa ceja Ha IepelHee CUACHbE, Tycap 3axJIOIHYJI
JBepiy, 1 OepirHa MeJIEHHO TPOHYJACh IO YJHILIE, TPOBOXKae-
Masi B3[JIIaMU TOJIIbI, JI0JTO €Ille HE PACXOJUBIIENCS C MeCTa
HEOKUJAAHHOM KaTtacTpodbl U OMOBEIIABIIEN O Hel HOBBIX 3pU-
TeJIeN, MOAXOAMBIIKX BUAS 3Ty TOJIY.



Korna Bacunuit I'puropbeBuY OuHysICS M OTKPBUT IJ1a3a, Ha
€ro JINIE OTPa3sWIOCh TaKOe YAWBJIEHHE, YTO, €CM Obl OH yBH-
nen ceOsl B 3epKajie, OH, HABEPHOE, pacXoxoTasicsi Obl: eMy MoKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO OH CITUT, HO, HEJIOBKO MOBEPHYB T'0JIOBY, OH IMOYYB-
CTBOBAJI KAKYI0-TO CTPAHHYIO, HOIOIILYIO OO0JIb BO JIOY, TIOHSLI PY-
Ky ¥ OIIyIaJl Ha TOJIOBE MOBS3KY. TOrma OH OIISAENCS C TEM Ke
YIMBJICHUEM 1 BIIPYT BCIIBIXHYBIIMM JIOOOITBITCTBOM €Ilie pas3.

Msrkuil mosycBeT, TUBIIUICS OT 3aKPHITOrO a0aKypoM KaH-
nensiOpa??, majan Ha COBEpIIIEHHO HE3HAKOMYIO eMy OOCTaHOB-
Ky: MpsIMO Tiepell HUM BUHENAch TsDKesasl pe3Hasl IBepb, Ha
KOTOPOM MPUYYIUTMBBIME (pecTOHaMU?? Jieskasa romyoast 6apxar-
Has ApanupoBKa. Takoi xe rony0oi, OTIMBABIINI Tenepb Or1e-
HO-3€JIEHOBAThIM IIBETOM KOBED 3aTArvBaj Moi. B yriry komHa-
Thl, OBIBIIIEM B TIOJIE €TI0 3PEHMsI, BUAHENCh MaJIeHbKIE Kpacu-
Bble Kpecimiia. HeMHOro ropassiie, cpeay 1eaoi KyImbl peiKuxX
pacTeHwuii, Gesies1 MpaMop Kakou-TO CTaTyH, OuepTaHu sl KOTOPO,
OJIHAKO, HE MOIIM YJIOBUTh €ro yTOMJIeHHbIE T1a3za. Huuero mo-
JOOHOTO €My HUKOT/Ia He TPUXOAUIOCh BUIEeTh. OOCTaHOBKA ObI-
JIa CJIMIIKOM POCKOIITHA JaKe JIIS CHA.

OH NpUNOgHS rONOBY OT MOAYIIEK U MOTJIse] Ha KPOBaTh,
Ha KoTopo# Jiexkas. KpoBath Obl1a Tak ke pOCKOIIHA, Oejibe Obl-
JI0 yIMBUTENIbHOW Oenm3Hbl. B HOrax OblI0 OTOPOIIEHO TOHKOE
IIEJIKOBOE TTOKPHIBAJIO, HA OTHOM M3 YIJIOB KOTOPOT'O, OBIBIIETO

2 Kanessiop — GOJbIIOi MOACBEYHHK C Pa3BETBICHUSIME 1JIs1 HECKOJIBKUX CBEUeH
WA IEKTPUYECKUX JIAMIT.

2 PecToH — HaKJIaIHas1 BBIIIIMBKA, BbIPE3KaA; 3y6I_II>I.



Omrke K Hemy, BUIHEJICS BBIIIMTHIN pa3HOIIBETHBIMU IIIEJTKAMU
OyKeT po3, Ka3aBIIHUICA TOUHO OYKETOM HACTOSIIINX IIBETOB.

BackakoB 4yBCTBOBAJI B TOJIOBE TSHKECTh U TOTOMY CHOBA OITy-
cruwiicst Ha noayuiky. OH cTasl IpUINOMUHATh, YTO C HUM IpO-
U30IILIO0, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-HUOYb OOBSCHUTH CE0e Ty CTPAHHYIO
rpe3y HasiBy, KOTOPYIO OH TepekuBai Tenepb. [locnenoBarens-
HO, OfIHA 32 JIPYTOH, MPOIILTH Nepe/l HUM CIEHBI CETOHSIIITHErO
yTpa JI0 TOr0O MOMEHTA, KOrjla OH IOYyBCTBOBAJI, Kak €ro 00o-
KIJIO IBIXaHKE, BHIPBABIIEECS IPSMO €My B JIMILIO U3 JIOHIAAUHON
MOD/IHL. . .

Ho Tyt BocrioMuHaHwMs1 ero 000pBaJlCh; EMy TTOKa3aJIoCh, YTO
BCE 3TO BEPTUTCS Y HEro nepesi ria3aMu U 'y Hero Kak Obl 3aXBa-
THIBAET JyX, TOYHO OH JIETUT B KaKYI0-TO OE3J0HHYIO ITPOMACTb. . .
Horomas 6071p B rooBe Kak Obl MCYe3/la COBCEM, BEKH YTy,
TOYHO CBUHIIOBBIE, ¥ OH OITSATH MIOTPY3UJICSA B 3a0BIThE, HE CIIBIIIA
I11aroB, KOTOPBIE B 3TO BpeMsl NPUOIN3UINCH K ABEPU.

JIBepb OTKpBLIACH TOTYAC K€, KaK TOJIbKO backakoB cHOBa IMO-
Tepsi co3HaHue. HecImbIHO cTynasi mo mynmcToMy KOBpY, K TO-
CTeJM, Ha KOTOpou Jiexkas Bacumuii ['puropbeBud, nojoiiia ta
camasi MoJIO/jasi )KeHIIMHA, KOTopasi yBe3J1a ero C YJMLIBL, a C3au
ee BBIPUCOBBIBAJIACH Jpyrasi )eHCKas (purypa, v cadblid JIyd cBe-
Ta, BBIPBABIIMICS W3-TI071 a0aXypa, 3aKPHIBABIIETO KaHIEISIOP,
03apuJl Ipyroe MoJIofoe KEeHCKOe JIUIIO.

— OH c1uT, — TUXO MpOoIIeNnTaia X03s1iKa, HaKJIOHUBILUCh HaJ|
BackakoBbIM M TPUCITYIIMBAsICh K POBHOMY JBIXaHUIO, TTOAHU-
MaBIIeMy Tpyab MoJiofioro yenoBeka. — [locmorpu Ha Hero, Co-



Hsl, HE MpaBJa Jii, OH 3aMevaTesIbHO KpacuB?

Ta, kotopyio oHa Ha3Basa CoHeld, moAoNUIa OJMKE U BIIsIe-
Jack B ymno Bacwmis ['puropbeBruya, XoTs U 00e300pakeHHOE
TIOBSI3KOM, 3aKPbIBaBIIIEH ero J100, HO MOpaxaBliiee CBOUMHU Ipa-
BWJIbHBIMH Y€PTaMH, KPACUBBIM aOpPHCOM T'yO0 M TEMHBIMU OpO-
BAMM YAUBUTEIBHO TPaBUIIBHON (DOPMBI.

— [a, HenypeH! — npomMonBuiIa oHa. — YTo % Thl ¢ HUM Hame-
peHa aenarb, AHoTa?

— Ilpexne Bcero — 3aJie4uTh €ro paHy, MOJIYUYEHHYIO UM IO
MOEY BUHE.

Ee nozpyra HECIIBIIIIHO pacCMesIach.

— A TbI He OOMIIIbCS, — CIIPOCUIIA OHA, — YTO, MOKA ThI OyAeIIIb
3aJIeurBaTh €ro paHy, MATyHUILKA-aMyp HaHECET paHy TBOEMY
cepaiy?

Mornopas *KeHIIMHA I'yCTO OKPACHeIa.

— He morua xe s 6pocuThb ero Ha nmpousBoi cyab0bl! Thl 3Ha-
elllb, 51 HUKOT/Ia He OTIn4Jasach OeccepieureM. Thl MOHUMAEIIIb,
KOIZ1a 51 yBUJIEJIA, YTO OH IOMAJI IO JIOIIA/IEH, Y MEH s CEpIILIE 3a-
XOJIOHYJIO OT ykaca. §I Tak 0osijiack, UTO OH YMep, UTO Thl Mpe[-
craBuTh cebe He Moxkelb. Korna s mogdOexana K HEMy, OH Ka-
3aJICS1 COBEPILIEHHBIM MEPTBELIOM.

— Ho mMepTBEIOM OYeHb KPacUBBIM, MHAYE, YTO BBl TaM, AHHA
HuxkonaeBHa, HM TOBOpUTE, HECMOTPS HA BCE Ballle MATKOCEPAE-
que, Bbl He YJI0KUIIM Obl €0 B CBOI0 OEpiIMHY U He PUBE3IH Obl
cofa, — 3akoHur1a COHSI CO 3BOHKMM CMEXOM.

Apkas kpacka 3anwia ek AHHbI HUKOTaeBHBIL



— Ture, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, — ThI €r0 pa30yauIllb, EMY COH
Terepb HEOOXOIUM.

— A eme 6osee HeoOxomuM i TeOs. IToka OH T, ThI MO-
Kelllb UM CBOOOIHO JII0OOBAThCS; Belb Thl C HETO I71a3 He CITyC-
Kaelb. .. J1o yero Thl BIII0OYMBa, AHIOTA, TaK 3TO IPOCTO YIUBH-
TenbHO! CMOTpH, YTOO 3TO He KOHYMJIOCh OY€Hb TIeYasIbHO !

— Y 1ebs Ha yme TosbKO riynoctu! Thl yIMBUTEIbHBIN Yesio-
Bek, Cons! Ecnu Obl 51 He 3Hajla TBOEro JOOpOro cepaia, Tak
MOXHO OBUIO OBbI MOyMaTh, YTO Tl BCSI COTKAHA M3 €XUJICTBA.
Heyxemu 51 He MOTY 3arIaiuTh CBOIO BUHY O€3 TOro, 4To0 MeHs
He OOBMHWJIM B KaKOWU-TO M3JMILIHEN BIIOOUMBOCTU? MeHs, Ka-
’KE€TCs1, HUKTO B 3TOM YNpeKHYTh He MoxkeT! — I AnHa Hukona-
€BHa OOMXEHHO TOJIKaJia CBOU KPACHBBIE TYOHI.

[Mompyra OBICTPO MPUTSIHYJIA €€ TOJIOBY ¥ 3BOHKO IMOIEIOBAIA.

— Hy, ve nyiics, noxanyiicta! Bo-mepBbIX, 310 K Tebe U He
UJIeT, 2 BO-BTOPbIX, 5 HUUEro OOMAHOrO He CKasaja, a MpOCTo
npenocreperaio Tedsi. Bpljio ObI OYEHb MMEeYaJIbHO, €CJIU OBl THI,
3QJIEYMB PaHy 3TOr0 MOJIOIOTO YEJIOBEKA, MOJYYEHHYI0O UM I10
TBOEH BUHE, HaHeC A eMy OoJiee Cepbe3HYIO PaHy U, MOKET ObITh,
JaKe CMEPTENIbHYIO.

— DTO 4YTO 3a CTPaHHBIN HamMeK? — OneqHes, cripocuiia AHHA
HukonaesHa.

— 41 He TONMBPKO HaMeKalo, s TOBOPIO MPSIMO: He 3a0y/b, UTO
Anekcanap VIBaHOBHUY PEBHUB KakK 4epT.

— IIpu yem xe 3aech Anekcanap MBaHOBUY? — BCIIBIXHYB,
IIPOrOBOPHIIA MOJIOAs KEHIIVHA.



Cons norpo3suia najplem:

— Tol HaurHAeb CO MHOIW XUTPUTh, AHIOTa! KoMy ke He u3-
BecTHO B [letepOypre, uto rpad Anekcanap MBanosud [onos-
KHMH BJTI0OJIEH, KaK MAapTOBCKUM KOT, B €€ CBETJIOCTb KHATHHIO
Tpy6erkyio?

Anna HukomnaeBHa paccmesiiach, HO 1i1a3a ee ObUTH IPYCTHBI.

— 51 mpoTHB 3TOTO HE CIOPIO, — CKa3aJia OHa, — HO, KaKeTCs, B
TO e BpeMsl HUKTO He cKaxkeT, uToObl AHHa HukomnaesHa Tpy-
Oellkasi OTBeyasia Ha KoIavblo J1o0oBb rpada ['onoBkuHa. 4 emy
HE MeIal MeHs JTIOOUTh, HO 3TO ellle He 3HAYUT, YTOOBI 5 KO-
r/1a-HUOYIb OTBETHJIA HA €T0 YyBCTBO, U 310 BaM, Codbst JIMut-
pUEBHA, JOKHO ObITh BEIOMO.

CoHsI MpUCTATILHO TOTJIsIeNIa Ha TIOPYTY, 3aTeM ObICTPO 00-
HsJIa ee TaJIUIo, TPUJIbHYJIA TYOaMU K ee YXy U IIeNHYJIa:

— A xouerib, AHIOTa, s TeOe CKaXy HOBOCTb?

— Kakyiwo?

— To1, ronyOyiiika, BioOeHa, U BIOOJIeHa He B KOT'O MHOTO,
KaK B Cero HeBeJIOMOro KaBasyiepa. — M oHa roBeJjia pyKo# 1o Ha-
NIPaBJIEHUIO TIOCTEIIH, TJie Jiexkas backakos. ..

TpyOenkasi BCIIbIXHYJIA, PE3KO OTIIATHYJIACh OT MOAPYTH U
JPOKAIIAM OT CMYIIIEHHSI TOJIOCOM IPOrOBOPUJIA:

— U3 4ero *k THI 3TO BIBEJIA TAKOE 3aKJIIOUEHME?

— U3 Toro, rony0urK, — yasi0asich, HO BIIOJIHE CEPhE3HBIM TO-
HoM nipoponkana Cogbsi IMUTpUEBHA, — UTO 10 CETrOAHSIIHE-
ro JHS 5 He cibixajia oT Tedst Hudyero nonoOHoro. [IpaBna, Thi
He BBICKa3biBaJia CBOel J0OBU [ 0JIOBKMHY, HO ellle B HeJaBHEM



pasroBope co MHOUM Ha MOW BOIMPOC, TOUJIEIIb JIM Thl 3aMYK 3a
Aunekcanapa MBanoBuua, Thl OTBETUJIA, YTO rpad ['0JOBKMH He
Takas 1yioxas napTus, utod KHsATuHs TpyOelkasi octanach Bed-
Ho# BAoBou. Hy, kiisiHych Borom, ecim s 3agam tebe Takom xe
BOMPOC CErOfiHsl, TO Thl, MOKAIYil, OTBETHIIIb MHE COBEPILEHHO
nHaue. Hy-ka, AHiota, TeOe mepeno MHOUM CKpbIBaTbCsl HEYETo
— TOBOPH MPSIMO U OTKPOBEHHO! — W, mpuOIM3uB cBOE JIyKaBoe
JIMYUKO K camoMmy Jiuity TpyOerkoil, MbljaBiieMy sipkum pyMsiH-
uem, Codws JIMuTpreBHa B3IJIsIHYIA B €€ I1a3a.

AnHa HukonaeBHa He BbIIEpkKalia 3TOrO MbITJMBOIO B3IJIS/A,
OITYCTHJIA T71a3a ¥ MOcJie HEOOBIIIOro MOTYaHHU S TIPOIIenTaa:

— Otcranb oT MeHs! §l Hu4ero He 3Halo.

— BepHee, He Xxouelb ObITh OTKPOBEHHOM ?

— Crpansbiii To1 yesnoBek, Cons! I1pu yeM TyT MOst OTKpOBEH-
HOCTB? YBepsiio Tebsl, UTo s caMa He 3Hal0, UTO JeIaeTcsl B MOEM
cepale, Ho. ..

—Ho 310 cepnrie, — OpIcTpo nepeduiia ee moapyra, — B IaHHYIO
MUHYTY OOJIBIIIE JIEXKUT K ITOW HECUACTHOM KEPTBE TBOUX JIOIIIA-
JIeH, 4eM K HaieMy muienniemy rpady ['onoBkuHy, He Tak Jin?

TpyOerkast onsATh MOKaYyasa rojioBOi U MoOXaa riedyamu.

— He nipucrasaid, s1 HU4ero He 3Hato, HuU4ero He 3Hao!.. 1 4ro
910 y TeOs 3a nmpuBbluKa, COHS, HEMPEMEHHO BPHIBAThCS B Y-
KYI0 Jyl1y, HETPEMEHHO KONaTbCsl B Uy)KUX YyBCTBax?

—T'onyOymika, — HauBHO BockmkHyaa Codbst [ImutpreBHa, —
Jla 9TO e MHe Oosbliie JienaTh? Thl 3Haelb, s, Kak Te CTapud-
KU, KOTOPBIM yXe HEJIOCTYITHBI 3eMHbIE PaJIOCTH, JIIOOSIT CMOT-



peThb, KaK paayloTCsl 3TUM PaJOCTsIM JAPYIrUe; TaK U s: s HE MO-
Iy cama JioOuTh, TAK MHE, TIO KpailHel Mepe, IPUSTHO BUIETh,
KaK [aJTyHUIIKAa-aMyp HE3PUMOIO 1IETIbI0 CKOBBIBAET CEp/Ilia MO-
uX OJU3KUX.

— Hy na, — nporoBopuiia Anna HukonaeBHa, oOpagoBaHHasd,
YTO MOKHO NIEPEMEHUTh TEMY Pa3roBOpa, YUTH OT IIEKOTJIMBOIO
JOOOMBITCTBA TIOIPYTH, — HY Ja, TaK s TeOe M MOBEpIo, YTOOHI
B JB/ILIaTh JIEBATH JIET Thl CyMeJia 3aCyIlIUTh CBOE cepale! Ito,
pOIHasi, paccKas3biBail KOMY-HUOYIIb IPYTOMYy.

OxwuBieHHOe TMYMKO COHM MOTEMHENIO, TOYHO MOJEPHYJIOCH
BHE3aITHO HaOeXkaBIllell TYyYKOU, CMEIoIIMecs Ii1a3a Kak Obl To-
TYXJIM, 1 OHA TUXO ITPOMOJIBUJIA!

— Tel, KaxkeTcs, 3Haemb, AHIOTa, YTO S COBCEM He OpaBU-
py... { He 3acymmia cBoero cepana. Ta ToO0Bb, KOTOpast TbI-
JlaJia B HEM €llle TaK HEJAABHO, TOPUT B HEM TEM K€ HEYraCUMbIM
OTHEM UM MEJIIEHHO CKUraeT Molo ku3Hb. Ho 51 HuKorna yxe He
NOMOOII0 HUKOTO JIPYTOro, HUKOTJa He U3MEHIO TTAMSITH MOETO
HecyacTHOro Morw.

[1pu 3TOM MMEHM B €€ I1a3aX CBEPKHYJIU CJIE3UHKU U MEJIJICH-
HO CKaTUJIUCH MO MOOJIeTHEBIINM HIEKaM.

— A Tbl yBEpEHA, — TUXO, TEM K€ NeUaTbHbIM, CIOBHO HaJITpec-
HYTBIM TOHOM, KaK Obl cCaMa TIPOHUKASICh TPYCThIO, OXBATUBIIIEH
ee moapyry, cnpocuia TpyOerkas, — Thl yBepeHa, uto Marseit
AnekcanapoBuy ymep?

— Koneuno! On 0b11 cocitad B TOOOIBCK, M BOT HEJABHO 1 ITH-
cajia K MECTHOMY BO€BOJE 3arpsiKCKOMY, U OH MHE OTBETHJI, UYTO



Morts ckoHUasICs yepe3 Tpu Mecslia Mocje cBoero npuesna. Jla
9TO HYKHO ObLJTO %J1aTh. KTO momnaner B OUPOHOBCKHUE 3aCTEHKH,
TOT yXe He KUJIel| Ha 3TOM CBeTe, ke €CJIM Obl BBIIIIE KUBbIM
U3 pyk nanave! — 1 onsATh CIE3MHKU 3aCBEPKAIN B €€ IJ1a3ax U
CHOBA MOKATUJIMCh MO IIEKAM.

Ha HeckobKO MUHYT BOLAPWIIOCH TSKEJIOE MOJTYAHUE, U B 3TO
camoe BpeMs backakoB CHOBa OYHYJICSI, CHOBA OTKPbLI IJ1a3a U
CHOBA OIS KPYrom cedst ¢ udymiieHueM. THIINHA, CTOsIB-
masi B KOMHaTe, ooMaHysa ero. TpyOelkasi 1 ee moapyra cTosi-
JI1 B U3TOJIOBBE €ro MOCTENIU, U OH HE MOT BUJIETh UX, HO BJIPYT
€ro CJIyXxa KOCHYJICS JIETKAW B3JJ0X, U MEJIOAUYHBIN I0JI0C, TOYHO
yTeliasi Koro-To, poroBOPUJI:

— He nmaup, Const! Tel M Tak MHOTO IJIaKaJa.

— Jla, MHE Ka3aJ1oCh, YTO 5 yXkKe BbIILIaKala BCE CJe3bl, — MO0-
caplaiicst backakoBy apyrou rosoc, — MHE Ka3ajoch, 4TO TENEPhb
B MOEM Cepjlle He OCTaJOCh HUYEro, Kpome JIIoOBU K MaMsTH
Mortu 1a HeHaBUCTH K 37107€10 bupony. Ho, okasbiBaercs, cnessl
€lle HE COBCEM MCCSIKJIA; BIIPOYEM, OHU BBICOXHYT, UX YTOJIAT
J1aMsl MOE HEHABUCTH.

STOT pa3roBop, 3TH KEHCKHUE rojioca ere 6onee n3ymunu Ba-
cwms ['puropeeBrya. Teneps yx OH HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO OH HE
CITUT, ¥, YTOOBI YBU/IETh, KTO TYT Pa3roBapUBaET, YTOOBI HAKOHETT
y3HaTh, KyJa OH TOMNaJl, OH MOBEPHYJI T0JIOBY, MPUIOAHSJICS Ha
JIOKTE U B3IVISIHY/ B Ty CTOPOHY, I7I€ 3By4asIi roioca.

Ero nBusxeHue He yCKOJIb3HYJIO OT YYTKOTO ciiyxa TpyOerkoi:
OHa OBICTPO OOEpHYJIACh K MOCTENU M YBUAENA YCTPEMJICHHBIH



Ha ce0s1 IMXOpaIOYHbINA B3MJIsA]] YePHBIX 1J1a3. OKUBIEHHOE STUM
B3[JISLIOM JIALIO TIOKA3JIOCh €U e111e KpacUBee, U OHA IIOYYBCTBO-
BaJsa, Kak 3a0miock y Hee cepatie. OHa TOPOIUTMBO MO0 K
MIOCTEJIM, HAaKJIOHWJIach HaJl backakoBbIM M MPOroBOpua:

— Bo1 ipunm B ce6s1, Bol ouHyauch? Kak s paga! Hy, kak Bbi
ceOs1 gyBCTBYyeTE?



VI
IIo Teuenuio

VYenpimas MeJOOUYHBIA TOJIOC MOJIOAOW JKEHINWHBI, HAKJIO-
HUBILIEICS HaJ HUM, YBUJIEB JIACKOBBIM B3MJIsJ TIyOOKHX Oap-
XaTUCTHIX I71a3, Bacunuii ['puropseBrd omsiTh rOTOB ObLI MOAY-
MaTb, YTO €My BUAMUTCS KAKOI-TO CTPAHHBIN COH, UTO U 3TO Kpa-
CHMBOE JIULIO, U 3TOT MEJIOAUYHBIN IOJIOC HE YTO MHOE, KakK IJION
ero OOJILHOI I'pe3bl.

TpyOerkasi, BUjs, 4To ee OOJIbHON HE OTBEYAET, CHOBA MOBTO-
puJia CBOM BOIIPOC:

— Hy, xak xe BbI cebs1 uyBcTByete? He oueHb Bam OOIBHO?

—IIpocrute, — npodopmoTa backakoB, — ckaxkute MHe, pajau
oora, re s, 9YTO0 CO MHOW, KTO BBI?

— PasBe BBl HE TIOMHUTE, YTO C BaMU CIIYYHJIOCH?

— [NomHI0, HO OYeHb CMYTHO; MEHSI, KaKeTCsl, CIIMONA IbsI-TO
JIOIIA/1b.

— Ia, na! U, x HecuacTtblo, 3Ta JIOIaJb OKa3aJIaCh MOEI0, MOI
Kyuep ObUI TaK HEOCTOPOKEH, YTO Haexas Ha Bac. Bel ymanu, u
s IpUBE3JIa Bac K cede, cunrast ceds1 rTyOOKO BUHOBATOM Tiepe/t
BaMH.

DTU CJI0BAa, KaK SIPKUIM CBET JIYHHOTO Jy4a, BOPBABLIMIICS B
TEMHYIO MIJTy HOUH, OCBETHJIM TAMHCTBEHHbI MPaK, OKYThIBAB-
il backakoBa. OH MOMEHTaJIbHO YCIIOKOWICS U, YK€ C Bece-
JIO yABIOKOM IS5l HA MOJIOAYIO KEHIMHY, pa3roBaprBaBLIYIO



C HHAM, CKa3a:

— Tak BoT B ueM geno! 3HaunT, s ObLI TAK HEJIOBOK, YTO Ha-
Jiesiaja BaM elie XJI0MoT?

TpyOenkas yapIOHYIaCh B CBOIO OU€pe/ib:

— BrI, Kaxercs, rotoBel ceOs1 OOBHHATH B TOM, YTO MOH JIO-
1IaJIM YyTh HE 33JaBUJIM Bac? D10, KOHEYHO, YepTa, CBOMCTBEH-
Hast MOJIOJIOCTH, HO sl COBCEM He XOUY UCITBITHIBATH Ballly JTI00E3-
HOCTb, 5 NyOOKO BUHOBATA Mepejl BaMHy M MPOIITY y Bac MpoIlie-
HUSI 32 3Ty, XOTSI U HEBOJIbHYIO, BUHY.

— Ho B yeMm ke Bbl BUHOBATHI 7 — UICKPEHHE yauBuUIics Bacummia
['puropbeBuy. — Ckopee BUHOBAT 51 CaM, YTO MEPEXOAWIT Yepe3
VJIUILY, TIOTPYKEHHbIN B TyMbl. Ha CTONMMYHBIX yJIUIIAX 9TOTO jie-
JlaTh He Cledyer.

— Ho Benp Bb ObUTH HA BOJTOCOK OT cMeptu! Kak ckazan Bpad,
ecyii Obl yyiap KOMBITOM TPHINESICS HEMHOTO OJTMkKe K BUCKY, TO
cracT Bac ObUIO OBl OYEHDb TPYIHO.

Becenas ynpiOka onsth o3apuia Juno backakosa.

— U onsiTh-Takym B 3TOM ObLTa OBI TOJIBKO MOSI BUHA, a YK HH-
Kak He Bamia. Her, Her, pagu Oora, v He cTapaiTech JJOKa3bIBaTh
MHe npotuBHOe! He Bbl BUHOBATHI Nepejio MHOM, a, HAIIPOTUB,
s, 4YTO CBOEI0 HEOCTOPOXKHOCTHIO HajieIasl BaM TaK MHOT'O XJIO-
noT. Yl ecii BB XOTUTE UCTIOTHUTB MOIO TIPOCKOY, TaK s BaM Oy1y
OYEHb OJ1arofape.

Mornopas xeHIillMHa, CUMIIaThs1 KOTOpoil kK backakoBy pa3pac-
TaJIaCh BCE CHJIbHEE U CHJIbHEe, OBICTPO OTO3BAJIACh:

— I'oBopwurte, pagu 6ora! Hyxno kyna-uuOynp nocnars? W3-



BECTUTh O TOM, B KAKOM MOJIOKEHUU Bbl HaxoauTech? CKaxure
ajipec, 1 s TOTYaC ke MOILTI0 HAPOYHOTO.

BackakoB cienait oTpuiiaTesIbHOe JBUKEHUE FOJIOBOM, U HOIO-
miast 60b, yTHXIIas ObUIO J1aBeya, CHOBa BO30OHOBMIIACh. Jler-
Kasi rpuMaca npoIiuia o ero JIMILY, HO OH Mepecrn ceost:

— Her, Her, MuHe u3Bemarh Hekoro, y meHs B [lerepOypre Her
3HAKOMBIX, ¥ 5 371ECh COBCEM UYKOU uesoBeK. $1 Obl morpocut
BaC BEJIETb OTBE3TU MEHS Ha TOT 3a€3:KUM JBOP, IIe 5 OCTaHO-
BUJICSL.

TpyOenkas modneaHeNa U TOPOIUIMBO BO3PA3UIIA!

— O Her, 3TOM MPOCKHOBI Ballel st He ucronHio! Bpad 3amperun
BaM MaJleHiliee JBUKEHHUE, U Bbl, YK XOTUTE HE XOTUTE, TPUATHO
9TO BaM WJIM HEMPUATHO, a JAOJIKHBI OyJeTe MposiexaTh J0 TexX
TIOp, TIOKa He OyAeT HUKAKOM OMAaCHOCTH.

Ee nackoBble cioBa TEMJIoN BOJIHOM MPOILLIH 1o cepauy bac-
KakoBa. DTa 3a00TJIMBOCTh O HEM TPOHYJIA €ro J0 ITyOuHbI /1y-
IIU.

— Bui cituiiikom 1o0psI, — IPOrOBOPHIT OH, — U Batll o0pa3 Oy-
JeT JIy4liuM BocrioMuHanueM o IletepOypre, o KOTOpoM si, MO-
KeT ObITh, Oyny Aaxe xkaneTb. Ho s, BO BCSIKOM cityuae, He 3J10-
yIOTPeOITI0 BAIIUM TEePIIEHHUEM U JOOPOTOI0: MHE KaKeTCsl, UTO
IHS Yepe3 1Ba s Oyly B COCTOSIHUM yXe MOAHSATHCS Ha HOTH U
yexarb B MOCKBY.

Cepaiie MOJIO/I01 JKEHIIUHBI TIPU 3TOU (ppaze Kak-TO CTPaHHO
CKaJI0Ch, HO OHA MPEXHUM BECEJILIM TOHOM OTO3BAJIACH:

— Korna BbI BcTaHeTe Ha HOTH, BBl COBEPILIEHHO CBOOOHEI, a



MOKa Bbl — MOM IJIEHHUK. Teneppb yCOKONTECh, TaK KaK BOJHE-
Hue BaM BpeaHo. Cenyac 51 BaM MPUIUIIO MOYKUHATh, 4 3aTEM
CIIOKOMHOW HOYM, YTPOM s ONSATh 3ailjly MPOBEAATh Bac.

Omna otonuia ot nocrenu, Opocuia Ha backakoBa mporaib-
HBIU B3MJISI/T U 3aTeM, OOHSIB 3a Tayinio COHIO U CTapasich HE CMOT-
pEeTh Ha ee JIyKaBO y/IbIOABINEECs JIUIIO, BBIIILIa BMECTE C HEIO U3
KOMHATHI.

Korna nBepb 3a HMMHU 3aTBOpWIIach, BackakoB HEBOJIBHO
YIBIOHYJICS.

— 41 He MOry noXanoBaTbCs, — MPOLIENTAJ OH, TOUHO pa3roBa-
puBasi caM ¢ cod0I0, — YTO OJJHA YACTh MOEH MPOTrpaMMBbl, HaMe-
4yeHHOW MHOI0 B MOCKBe, Kak s1 Oyay MPOBOAUTH BpeMsi B MpH-
HEBCKOW CTOJHULIE, — HE MCHOJIHWIACh. S exas ciofga ajisl Toro,
YTOOBI MOBECETMTHCS M MCTILITATh KOM-KaKKe pUKToueHus. Be-
celibsl A 371eCh HE Halllell, HO B IMPUKJIIOYEHUSAX 3aTO U3JIMILEK.
Tonbko uetsipe 1H# 5 B [letepOypre, a yx 3T0 — BTOpoe MPUKJIIO-
Jyenue. U, yauButenbHas Belllb, CyIb0a TOUHO UTPAET CO MHOU:
o0a pa3a — 1 BYepa, ¥ CErO/IHs — MHE IPO31JIa CMepTesIbHAS Omac-
HOCTb, ¥ 51 OnarononyyHo u3daswics ot Hee. OUeBUIHO, Cy/ib-
6a 61aroBOJIUT KO MHE, HO BCe-TaKM ee MCKyIIaTh He cieayeT. B
TPETUl pa3 OHa MOKET U3MEHUTD, & IOITOMY, KaK TOJIBKO s TIOJI-
HUMYCh Ha HOTH, a 3TO, s {yMaio, OyJeT OYeHb CKOpO, 51 TOTYaC
ke yermy B MockBy. Bee-Taku y MeHst Oy/yT XOpoIye BOCTIOMH-
HaHMS, a C MEHS ¥ TOTO COBEPIIIEHHO JOCTATOYHO. . .

Opnako backakoBy He mpHILIOCh yexaTb B MOCKBY M uepes
JBa [IHA, HE MPUIIUIOCh yexaTh U yepe3 Heaemo. Hesnauurenn-



Has cama 1o cebe paHa Ha TOJIOBE BIIPYT OCJIOKHUIIACH HEPBHOM
TOPSIYKOM, KOTOpasi MPUKOBaJa €ro K MOCTENY B IOME KHATUHU
TpyOerkoii Ha OYeHb JOJITOEe BPEMSI.

TpyOerkasi, C OAHOI CTOPOHBI, STOUCTUYECKU 00paI0BaIach
TOMY, UTO CyJp0a He TaK CKOPO pa3iyydaeT ¢ 3aMHTEPECOBABIIM
€€ YEeJIOBEKOM, C IPYIoi — CTPAIIHO TPEBOKMIIACH 32 €0 KU3Hb
Y BCE 3TO BpeMs TPOBOAMIIA OKOJIO €ro MOCTeNH, TO 3aMHUpast OT
CTpaxa, KOrjja OH MeTaJICSl B TOpSTYeYHOM Opejty, TO TOPKECTBYs,
KOI/Ia HA HEro HaXOJWJIA MUHYTHI IPOCBETJIEHUS U K HEMY BO3-
BpalIaJIOCh CO3HAHUE.

Mornonas Hatypa B3sij1a cBoe. Uepe3 TpH Hellesld OMacHOCTh
MUHOBaJIa, U Bacunuii ['puroppeBuy, cTpaiHoO NOXYAEBIIMNA 32
BpeMs1 OOJIe3HHM, CTaJl OBICTPO TMOMpPaBIAThCs. U omsaTh, Kak B TO
BpeMsi, KOIJla OH METaJICSl B kKapy, Tak U Tenepb, AHHa Hukona-
€BHA MOYTH He OTXOAWJIA OT ero MOCTeNH, yXaKUBas 3a HUM C
TaKoOW HEXHOU 3a00TOM, ¢ Takoi Jackoi, uto Codbst [IMutpres-
Ha MepecTaja yxe yabloaTbCs, a COBEpIIEHHO CEPbe3HO 3aMEeTH-
Jla CBOEH MOJpyre:

— Hy, AHiora, Tenepb, KaxeTcsi, KOHYEHO, CyabOa Chirpaa ¢
TOOOI CKBEPHYIO IIYTKY, U 51 CEPbE3HO OIacaioch MOCIEACTBUIA
9TOH HIYTKHU, Korjga Anekcanap VIBaHOBUY y3HaeT HAKOHELl ITPU-
YMHY TBOEH K HEMY XOJIOZTHOCTH.

JleficTBUTENILHO, e onaceHust ObLIM BIOJHE MOHSATHBI. AHHA
HukonaeBHa 10 3101 ciy4yaiiHOW BCTpeur ¢ backakoBbiM, IpaB-
Jla, HE TIOKa3blBajla OTKPHITOM cuMMatuu K rpady [ onoBkuny,
YXQKUBaBIIEMY yXke JaBHO 32 HEl0, HO MPUHUMAJIA 9TH YXaXKU-



BaHwus. [Ipu [BOpE U B cBETE CTaIM OTKPBITO HA3bIBATh [ OJTOBKH-
Ha ee eHuxoM. TpyOerKasi, CIbIIa 3TH TOJIKH, MOXKAMAIa Tie-
YaMu, HO He OIpoBeprajia ux, YeM BBOJIMJIA CBETCKUX KyMYyIIIEK
B enle OoJbliiee 3a0myxaeHue, a Anekcanap MiBaHoBu4 ObLT OT
JyIIY paJ] 3TUM TOJIKaM, TaK Kak KHATuHs TpyOerkas HpaBuiach
€My M KaK KpacuBasi *KeHIIMHA, U KaK JioOnMasi (ppeirHa no-
KOWHOW TrOCYyJapblHY, MMEBIIIasi TPOMAJIHbIC CBSI3U, U, HAKOHEII,
Kak 00na/1aTeIbHUIA OYeHb KPYNMHOro Kanuraia. OpuimanbHo-
o MpeJJIoKeHUsI OH €l He Aefiall, HO, YCIIOKOEHHBIN TOPOJICKU-
MU TOJIKaMH, COOMPAJICS €ro CAeNaTh B MEPBYIO yIOOHYI0 MUHY-
Ty, U TOJbKO CMEPTh rOCYJapblHU NIOMeIllasla €r0 HAMEPEHUSIM.
OH Huyero He 3Has 00 ucropuu ¢ backakoBeiM. TpyOerikas no-
4eMy-TO ymordasia 00 3TOM, HO OH BIPYT 3aMETUJT PE3KYIO Tie-
peMeHy, MPOUCHIEANIYIO B MOJIOJOM KEHIIMHE [0 OTHOIIEHUIO K
HeMy. OHa ObL1a Beer/ia ¢ HUM JIIOe3Ha, BCerja O4eHb PaIylTHoO
€ro MPUHUMAJIA, TIO3BOJISUIA MHOT/IA eMY 3aCHKHUBAThCS IPOTUB
0ObIYast ITUKETA, OJIATOCKJIOHHO BBICTYIIIUBAS €0 JIIOOE3HOCTH,
HO, KOI'/Ia OH MPUEXAJT K HEW JTHS Yepe3 TPpM IOcJIe Toro, Kak bac-
KakoBa cimonu ee jomaau, AaHa HukonaeBHa Oblia coBceM He
Ta, YTO npeskjae. Berperuiia oHa ero, rpaeaa, Mo-mpexHeMy pa-
JYIITHO, HO €€ IJ1a3a CMOTPENIM KaK-TO XOJIOAHO U KecTKo. [0Bo-
pYiIa OHA C HUM JII0OE3HO, HO, KOTJa OH B3/IyMaJl, KaK MpekK/e,
TNIOLIEJIOBATh €1 PYKY, OHA BCIIIXHYJIa U PE3KO BbIpBaJia CBOIO PY-
Ky y Hero. Uepes Ba iHsI OCJIe 3TOro OHa Obljla COBCEM 3aMETHO
XOJIOJIHA C HUM, a ellle Yepe3 HECKOJILKO JTHEM, MPOCH/IEB C HUM
He OoJiee IeCSIT MUHYT, OHA OTTOBOPHJIACH TOJIOBHOM OOJBIO U



3acTaBUJIa €ro COKPATUTh CBOM BU3UT, HA YTO OH COBEPILIEHHO HE
paccuuThiBall. Bee 310 nopaxkano Anekcangpa VMiBaHoBuya, Bce
9TO JOHENb351 YAUBJISIIO €rO0.

Mano-nomaity B HEM IPOCHYJIUCh NTOJO3PEHHUS, BCIE] 3a I10-
JO3PEHUSAMU B CEpJLIE KOJIBIXHYJIACh PEBHOCTD, U OH CTaJl IbIT-
JIMBO OTBICKMBATh B CBOEM MaMSATH BCEX TE€X, KTO MOI NIEPEUTH
€My JI0pOory.

Codpbs [ImutpueBHa HeapoM TpeBoxuiack. ['pad I'onoBkun
CJIBUI 32 YEJIOBEKA MCTUTEJIBHOIO U KECTOKOTO, M MOJIOAAs KEH-
IIMHA NPEeKpPacHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO, ecnu Asiekcanap MBaHoBru4
MIPOHUKHET B TallHy cep/lia KHAruHU TpyOerKoii, ecii OH y3Ha-
€T O CTPaHHOM IallUEeHTE, BOT YK€ TPU HEJENIM HAaXONAIIEMCS
B JIOME€ TOW JKEHIIMHbI, KOTOPYIO OH XOTEJ Ha3BaThb CBOEU Ke-
HOW, — 1 AHHe HukomnaeBHe, u ee mpoTexke rpo3ar Toraa 00b-
e HenpusiTHocTu. Ho TpyOerkas, oTyMaHeHHasl 4aJioM JIio0-
BU, BCIIBIXHYBILIEH B €€ cepAlle, He NpuaaBaia Mect rpaga ['o-
JIOBKMHA HU MaJICHUIIIEro 3HaUYEHUSI.

— Thl HaIPaCHO Myraembcs, QyIledka, — ckasaua oHa CoHe
B OTBET Ha ee MpeocTepekeHus, — MHe OOAThCS Heuero: AJiek-
can/p MBaHOBUY HE MMEET HUKAKUX ITpaB Ha MO€E CEpALE, a CTa-
JIO OBITh, ¥ HA MEHS.

— Jla, HO Bellb €ro BCe Ha3bIBAJIM TBOMM KEHUXOM.

— Bce, kpome MeHs1, U 51 1ymalo, 4TO B TAKMX BOITPOCAX S XOTb
YTO-HUOY/Ib J1a 3HAYY.

— Bce 310 Tak, HO ThI IOJIKHA PUHSATH B pacueT, 4yTo ['onoB-
KMHY OYeHb XOTEJIOCh CTaTh TBOUM MYXkeM, U OH Oy/IeT MCTUTb



XOTs1 OBl TOJILKO TIOTOMY, UTO €TO IIJIaHbl pa3pyIieHsl. Bo BcsikoM
cllyyae, IOMHM TOJIbKO, YTO OCTOPOKHOCTb HE MEIIAET, U YeM
OCTOpOXHEE ThI Oy/Ielllb, TEM JIyyIlle.

Anna HukonaeBHa OecrieyHO OTMaxHYJach PYKOM, HO He
JIaJTbIIe KaK Ha IPYTrou IeHb el TPUIILIOCh YOeIUThCS, 9TO AJIeK-
cannp VMBanou4 ['010BKMH He ocTaBul cBoero Hamepenusa. OH
pEeLII cepbe3HO MOroBopUTh ¢ Tpybderkoii 1, He odpailast BHU-
MaHMs Ha TO, 4TO Telepb BpPeMs Tpaypa, pelin chejiarb en
npeioxenue. [Ipuexas Ha qpyrou JeHb nociie Toro, Kak Codbs
ImutpueBHa npeaocreperia TpyOerkyo, U cpa3y 3aMeTUB, UTO
Anna HukonaeBHa HacTpoeHa MPOTUB HETO He TOJIbKO XOJIOAHO,
HO BpakJe0HO, OH HE CMYTHJICSI 3TUM U MPSIMO MPUCTYIIII K Jie-
ay.

— Bel 1aBHO 1OMKHBI OBUTH 3aMETUTh, KHSTUHS, — HAYaJT OH, —
YTO 51 OBIBAIO Y BaC HE TOJIbKO B KAYECTBE MPOCTOr0 3HAKOMOTO.

TpyOernkast MoHsiIa, K YeMy OH BEJIET peyb; B ee Jyllie 3allie-
BEJIUJIACh HETIOHSITHASI MPOTUB HETo 371002, U OHA HACMEILTUBO
npepBajia ero:

— 4 He 3ameyana 3TOro, Tak Kak HUKOIa HUYEro MHOro U He
npeanonarasa.

TemHble r1a3a ['0JIOBKMHA CBEPKHYJIHM 3JI0OHBIM OT'OHBKOM, 1
OH, YyBCTBY$l, UTO OHA Ha/l HUM HAaCMEXaeTcs, 3aX0Tell CKopee
JIOUTH 10 KOHIIA.

— HackosbKo 51 MOMHIO, — IPOTOBOPKUJI OH C 3aMETHBIM BOJIHE-
HUEM, — Bbl paHee HECKOJIbKO OT/IEJISUIA MEHSI OT TOJIIbI TPOCTHIX
3HAKOMBIX, HO, €CJIM BaM YTOIHO 3a0BITh 00 9TOM — 51 HACTAaUBATh



He Oy/ly ¥ TOJIbKO CKaXy BaM, KHSITUHS, YTO sI HUKOT/IA He ObLI
CJIETIBIM YEJIOBEKOM M HUKOT/IA He OBbUT Y€JIOBEKOM TITYITBIM.

[To ry6am TpyOenkoii mpodexaa ycmenika. OH moiMa sty
YCMEIIIKY U BCIIBIXHYJI 10 KOPHEW BOJIOC.

— Hu s koro B IlerepOypre, — mpookai oH, — He TaiHa,
qTO 1 JIIOOMI0 Bac, HU il Koro B [letepOypre He TaiiHa, uTO A
XOTeJ1 cAesIaTh BaM MpeJiokeHue U ObuUT Obl OUeHb CYaCTIIUB, €c-
71 Obl BBl IPUHSLIH €T0.

OH xoten npofomkaTh, HO AHHa HukomaeBHa pe3ko nepedu-
J1a ero:

— Bbl MokeTe He mpojokarh, rpad; MHE SICHO, K 4eMy Bbl
BCE 3TO TOBOPUTE U O YEM XOTUTE CKa3aTb. S| HE COMHEBAIOCH,
9TO BbI OBUTH OBl OYEHb CUYACT/IMBHI KEHUTHCS HAa BIOBE KHS3S
TpyOenkoro, HO $, Tpad), He HAX0KY HUKAKOTO CYACThsI B ITOM U
COBCEM HE XO4y MOKAa MEHAThH CBOI0 (DAMUJIMIO.

['010BKMH He TOJbKO MOOJIeIHEN, HO Aae Mo3eIeHeN OT 3J10-
CTHU, U JIULIO €r0 UCKA3UJIOCh CYIOPOrOM.

— JlpyrumMu cioBamMH, 3HaUMT, Bbl MHE OTKa3biBaeTe?

— Bbl He oMOIUCh, HO TOJIBKO MPUMUTE K CBEJECHUIO, AJleK-
canzp VIBaHOBMY, YTO 51 BaM OTKa3bIBAIO HE [TIOTOMY, UTO Bbl MHE
HE HpaBHUTECh, YTOO s BaC CUMTAJIa HEXOPOIIUM YEJIOBEKOM, a
IPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO s1 HE XO4y BBIXOAUTH 3aMYXK, YTO MHE MOsI
B/IOBbsI CBOOOJA JOpPOXKE HOBBIX 30JIOTHIX IIETed 3aMyKecTBa;
51 OTKa3bIBAIO BaM TaK ke, KaK 0TKa3ajia YK€ MHOTMM, UCKaBILIM
MO€W PYKHU.

['010BKMH HUKOTAA HE OTINYAJICS OOJBIIOI0 CAEPKAHHOCTBIO.



OH Bcerna ObUT TPyO M pa3apaxutesieH, HepeaKo 3a0bIBasi pas-
HULYy MEXJY Ka3apMaMH U CBETCKOM TOCTUHOM, HO pa3pylLIeHUe
€ro IUIaHOB, 3TOT OTKa3, KOTOPOro OH HHMKak He *kJas oT Tpy-
Oe1IKOii, OKOHYATEJIbHO JIMIIWIK ero camooOnananusi. OH neps3-
KO pacCMesuIiCs U IOYTH BBIKPUKHYIL:

— Bbl cOBEpILIEHHO HAIIPACHO XOTUTE MO30JOTUTh 3Ty MUIIIO-
mo! IToBTOpSsiIO0 BaM, UTO 51 HUKOTJa He ObLI [JTyIMLIOM U ITpeKpac-
HO BUXY, B 4eM Jeiio. [Ipesxie B Bac HUKTO He 3aMeyvall, a sl TEM
MeHee, KeJIaHusl OCTaTbCsl BIIOBOM.

AnHa HukonaeBHa ycMexHyJ1ach:

— Bol coBceM 3a0biBaeTech, cynapb! Kaxercs, s BonbHa B CBO-
UX MOCTYIKaX, 1 MHE HEKOMY OTJaBaTb B HUX OTYETA.

— 51 u He TpeOylo y Bac oTyera, s MPOCTO BHICKA3hIBAIO CBOE
YAVBJIEHUE U, KQXETCsl, UMEIO MIOJIHOE ITPaBO Ha 3TO.

— 51 BaM He JaBajia Takoro rnpapa M HUKOI/A HE JaM.

— HenpaBna! — nporures oH, OYTH BIUIOTHYIO HAKJIOHSCH K
Heil. — Bbl NpuHUMa MOM yXaKMBaHM s, Bbl HE IPOTUBOPEUYMIIN
TOJIKAM O BO3MOKHOCTH Opaka MeXay HaMH, Bbl CJBIIIAIH, YTO
MEHS Ha3bIBAIOT BAIllMM KEHUXOM, BallluM OyIyIIUM MYKeM, U
SICHO OBbLJIO BCEM, YTO Bbl HUCKOJILKO HE MTPOTUB 3TOTO.

Anna HukomnaesHa, OnieiHast, Tpenentyias, ¢ 37bIMH Cie3aMu
Ha IUIa3ax, CTaja BO BECh POCT.

— Bul Bo3MyTHUTENBHO Benete cebs, cynaph! — mporoBopuiia
OHa JIpPOTHYBUIMM roiocoM. — Bot Teneps, ceituac, HECMOTpsI Ha
TO YTO Bbl HE UMEETE HAaJJ0 MHOW HUKAKOM BJIACTU, Bbl NTO3BOJISI-
ere cebe oOpamarbcs CO MHOM Tak JAEp3KO U rpyoo, Kak 3TO BO-



JIATCSI, MOXET OBbITh, TOJIBKO MEXKIY My)kuKamu... Cormacurech
caMu, 4TO OBbLJIO OBI CIIMIIIKOM TITYTIO CAETIAThCs JKEHOIO AUKAPS.

Ona noBepHyJIach U, JaXe HE KUBHYB €My, HAIpaBWJIACh K
JBEPSIM.

— [Mocroiite! — KpUKHY OH, IOTOHSIS ee. — Bbl Xoporo 00y-
MaJIA MOCJIEJCTBUS CBOETO OTKa3a?

Omna nosryoGepHyJiach K HEMY M CMEPUJIA €ro € HOT JI0 TOJIOBbI
MIPE3PUTENILHBIM B3IJIS1IOM.

— MHe Heuero oOmyMbIBaTh, MOE pelliecHHe HEeU3MEeHHO! —
NPOrOBOPUJIA OHA TBEPHO. — Baireil eHou s HUKoraa He Oymy
Y HaJeloCh, YTO €CIM HaM M MpUJETCs KOorjaa-HUOyIb ele pas
BCTPETUTHCS C BaMH, TO BbI He OyjieTe HACTOJMbKO JNep3KH, YTO-
OBl pa3bITPBIBaTh MOETO 3HAKOMOI'O — 51 C BaMHU OOJIbIlle He3Ha-
koma! — M, mpon3Hecs 3TH 3aKJII0UNTENIbHBIE CIIOBA CAMBIM IIPe-
3pUTESHHBIM TOHOM, KHSTHUHS OBICTPO IMIArHyJ1a K JIBEpU, TOYHO
605Cb, uTO rpad ee OnsATh OCTAHOBUT, U TOPOILTMBO MPUTBOPHUIIA
ee 3a COOOI.

OcraBmmch ofuH, [ 0MOBKHH 3100HO paccMesiicsl U KUHY.T Ha
JBEpb, 32 KOTOPOM CKPbLTIach KHATUHS TpyOertkasi, Takou CTpalll-
HBII B3MJIsA], YTO eciiy Obl MOJIOJAs! JKEHIIIMHA MTOJICMOTpeJIa ero,
TO, KOHEUHO, B €€ CepIie POAUINUCH Obl OTaceHus .



VII
Hounblie roctun

BbuI0 OKOMNO JBEHAIATH YacOB HOYM, KOIZA K JABYX3TaKHO-
My KaMEHHOMY JJOMY, TEMHOI MacCOl CTOSIBILIEMY Ha YIi1y HaOe-
pexHoi KpacHoro kanana 1 MolukoBa nepeyika, OQvH 3a Ipy-
T'VIM CTaJIY NOAXOJUTh YEJIOBEUECKUE TEHU, HECIIBILIHO CTYTIas MO
CKOJIb3KMM MOCTKaM, TSHYBIIMMCS OT Ka36HHOU alTeKH BILIOTh
JI0 3TOTO JI0Ma, U TaK e HECIIBIIIHO, KaK ¥ Mo00aeT TeHsIM, UC-
ye3as B €r0 CTEHE, BBIXOAMBIIEN Ha KpacHblil KaHal.

Ha nerepOyprckux yauiax, KpoMe TeX MecT, Ie CTosiia To-
JIMLIEVCKAs CTpaXa Ja YHbUIO IPUTANJIMCh ITUKETHI, PACCTABJICH-
HbIE 110 NpuKa3zaHuio bupona, He 6bU10 HU AymK. Haa roponom
HABUCJIA YEpHAs MIJIa, KOTOPYIO JaXke HE PasrOHsUIM OTHH, Tak
KaK BCE OKHA JaBHO yke ObutM TeMHBbL. B MOITIKOBOM ke mepe-
yike 1 Ha Oepery KpacHoro kananma jaxe He CTOSUIO MUKETa, U
MIOTOMY TEMHBIE TEHH, HAIIPABJISBIIMECA K YIJIOBOMY JJOMY, HE
BBI3BAJIM HUYbETO JIIOOOMBITHOIO BHUMAHHMSL.

STOT yIJIOBOW JOM HEKOrja NpuHaJIexan NpuHIly [ onpli-
TEUHCKOMY, a B IOCJIEIHEE BPEMsI B HEM IOCEIWIIACh IIPUHLIEC-
ca Enuzagera IlerpoBHa, KOTOPOU MOYEMY-TO MOHPABUIICS STOT
MpauHblil oM. Cyns 1o ToMy, YTO B OKHaX 3TOrO JoMa He Obl-
JI0 3aMETHO Jja’ke Y3€HbKOW MOJIOCKU CBETa, MOKHO OBUIO TIpeji-
MOJIOKWTH, UTO U cama Enmm3asera [leTpoBHa, u Bce oOuTarenu
€e CKpOMHOTO JBOpLA IaBHO YK€ MOrpy3uinch B coH. Ho TeHu,



TIO/IXO/IMBIITME HECIBIIITHO K JIOMY ITPHHIIECCHI, OY€BUTHO, UJIA HE
3HAJIA 3TOTO, WK ObUIM yBepeHbI B MpoTuBHOM. OHU He 00pa-
IIaJIM HA MaJIedIIero BHUMaHKWs Ha TEMHbIE OKHA U YBEPEHHOM
MIOCTYIIBIO, KaK JIIOJI, KOTOPBIE 3HAIOT, YTO UX KIYT, MOIXOAVIN
K KQJIUTKE, MPOJIEJIaHHON B CTEHE, JITOHBKO CTYKAJId B Hee J1Ba
pasa U 3aTeM TOTUac ke CKPhIBAJIHCH 32 IBEPhI0, KOTOPasi CHOBA
3aTBOPsLIACh 32 HUMHU.

Ecnmu Ol Kakoi-HUOY/Ib JTIOOONBITHBIA YeJIOBEK 3aMHTEPECO-
BAJICS 3TUM U CTaJl CUUTaTh, CKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK MPOIUIO B 3TY
KaJIMNTKY, OH Obl, O€3yCJIOBHO, U3YMUJICS, HACUMTAB JIO IU(PBI
IIECTBIECAT IIeCTh. Takoe rpoOMaHOe KOJTMYECTBO HOUHBIX T10-
ceruteneil noma mpuHiiecchl EnuzaBersl [leTpoBHBI HE MOITIO
ObITh HUKOUM OOpPa30M CITy4YallHbIM, U ObLJIO OBI SICHO, YTO 3TU
CTpaHHBIE TOCTH COOMPANIUCH HA KaKoe-HUOY/Ib TaltHOE COBela-
HUE.

HouHbIX rocreid, o4eBUIHO, Xaaau. Kaxaelii U3 HUX, Mpo-
CKOJIb3HYB C YJIUIIBI B HEOOJIBIIIYIO JIBEPb, MOMAAa B COBEPIIIEH-
HO TEMHBIA KOPHUIOP U, PO €ro 40 KOHIA, MEJJIEHHO MOJ-
HUMAJICS TIO JIECTHHUIIE JIO APYTOM IBEPH, TOXE 3aNepTOid, B KO-
TOPYIO TIPUXOUJIOCH CTY4aTh, KaK U B HAPYKHYIO KaJUTKY, HO
yxe ropasno rpomye. [locTyuaB OTPBHIBUCTO TpH pasa, KaxkIblid
W3 TOCTEW CJIBIIIAJ TAKOM K€ TPOEKPATHBIM CTYK, 3aTEM JABEPb
OTBOPSJIACh, U BMECTE C 3THM Ha TEMHYIO JICCTHUILY 11a/1aJ1 [IeJTbIi
CHOII JTyYel OCJIEMMUTEILHOTO CBeTa, HO He Jo0eras 1o ee KOHIIA,
a TOTYac ke ucye3all, Kak TOJbKO JOCTHIall TIEPBOM IIOIAIKH.

B Tol1 KOMHaTe, OTKy/a TajaJl CBeT U OTKY/Ia JBEPh BBIXO/IU-



JIa Ha JIECTHUILY, HOYHBIX TIOCETHTEJIel BCTpevasl BRICOKUH, elnie
OOIpHIli CTAPUK B TEMHOM OapXaTHOM KaM30JIe U, TIHITJIMBO BIJIs-
JBIBASICh B JIUIIO KAXJOTO BXOJMBIIIETO, B OTBET HA €r0O MOKJIOH
JeNan Kakoe-TO CTpaHHOE JIBUKEHUE PYKOM, CJIOKEHHOH TaKuM
o0pa3oM, 4TO, KpOMEe CPEIHEro MaJiblla, BCE OCTaJbHBIC OBUIN
TUTOTHO TIPVIKATHI K JIAZI0OHH, TTOCTIe Yero CTpaHHbIe TIOCeTUTENN
MIPOXOJIMIIN B CIICTYIONTYI0 KOMHATY, IJIe ¥ CaJIUJIUCh HA KPeca,
CTOSIBIIIME B KOJIMYECTBE MECTUACCATH IECTH BOKPYT BCeX ue-
THIPEX CTEH.

31ech, B 3TOM KOMHATe, apujio SIPKOE OCBEIICHHE: ropena
rpoMajiHasi cepeOpstHast JIICTPA, CIYCKABIIASACS C CEPEUHBI 10-
TOJIKA, TOPEJTIM HECKOJIBKO JECSATKOB Opa, MPUKPETUICHHBIX K CTe-
HaM, JIa, KpOME TOT'0, Ha CTOJIE, CTOSIBIIIEM TIOCEPEMHE U ITOKPhI-
TOM TSIKeJION TEMHO-MaJTMHOBOUM OapXaTHOW CKaTepThIO, CTOSIIN
JIBa JIBEHAIIATUCBEYHBIX KaH/IeIsI0pa, Toxke OpOCaBIIUX SPKUM
cBeT. JIBepb TO M JIeNI0 OTKpBIBAJIACH U 3aTBOpsiIachk. To u jie-
JIO Yepe3 ee MOopor MepecTynaim ouIepbl BCEX POIOB OPYXUs,
IITATCKME B KaM30JIaX BCEBO3MOXHBIX I[BETOB, HO BCE OHU — U
BOCHHBIE, U INTATCKKE — HECMOTPSI HA TO YTO OJJHH U3 HUX ObUIN
nocepeOpeHbl CeIMHOI0, a HaJl r'y0aMu JIPyruX eBa MpoOuBasICs
NYIIOK, UMEJIM Ha MPaBOM pyKaBe TEMHO-MaJMHOBYIO Oapxar-
HYIO JICHTY, 3aBSI3aHHYIO 3aMbICJIOBATBIM OaHTOM. Bce oHM Mex-
1y coOow ObUTH yke 3HakOMbl. HO OHM He TIOIXOAWIN JIPYT K
APYTy, He MPOTATUBAJIU IPYT APYTY PYKH, Jake He 310POBAIIHCH
Mesk Ty co00m0. Kaxapiii MoJTYa OIXOIMII K CBOEMY Kpecity, MOJI-
Ja cajiuiics, Kak Obl Jaxke He oOparas BHUMAHUSI HAa CBOUX CO-



cenen.

Ho BOT aBepb ckpuiHyJa B MociaenHud pa3. ToiabKo OIHO
KPECJIO elle M OCTABAJIOCh HE3aHSThIM, U STOT HOBBIM MOCETU-
TeJIb, OKA3aBILIUICS YK€ 3HAKOMbIM HaM AHTOHOM IleTpoBuuem
JIuxapeBbiM, TBEPIBIM I11ATOM MOJOLIEN K KPEeCIy U MOIva OITy-
CTWICA B HEro. Ero nprxon TOYHO pa3pylidl O4apoBaHUE: TOU-
HO TOJIBKO €rO U KJaJId, YTOO MPOrHaTh MOJTYaHUE, IAPUBILIEE B
9TOH 3aJle, U B BO3AYXE 3arylelio KyX:KaHUe OT IIENOoTa LEbIX
JeCATKOB TOJIOCOB, TIEperoBapuBaBIIMXCs Mex 1y coooro. Kpec-
JI0, KOTOpOoe 3aH:AN JInxapeB, OKa3aJIoch PsAIOM C KpeciaoM, Ha
KOTOPOM CHJIEJ TaK KECTOKO IMOIUIATUBLIMICS 3a CBOIO CCOpPY C
BackakoBbIM M MOTYUYMBIINN TSKENY0 paHy oT ero mmaru Jle-
BallleB.

Mononou oguuep BbUIEKAT B OCTEIN POBHO JIBE HEACIU U
BCTaJI COBEPIIEHHO OOPHIM U 37I0POBBIM, C JIETKMM BOCIIOMUHA-
HUEeM 00 3TOU CTPaHHOW y3JM, OCTABUIMMCS B BEpXHEW 4acTu
€ro rpyav B BUJie TEMHO-KpacHoro pyoua. JImurpuii [lerpoBuu
ObLT JIOHENb3s yAMBIIEH, Koraa JluxapeB pacckaszan emy o0 Hx
YAUBUTEIBLHON OIIMOKE M O TOM, UTO JPABUIMICS C HUM IOHO-
11a oKazajcs qBoopoaHbiM Opatom Hukonas JIbBoBuya backa-
KOBa. JleBailieB ykacHO aJjesl, UTO He MOT U3BUHUTHCS Mepel
BackakoBbIM 3a CBOIO TPyOyI0 OMHMOKY, OKOHYHMBIIYIOCS, K CYa-
CThIO, €Ille TaK OJarornojy4yHo, U XOTeJ, KaK TOJILKO OMPaBUTCH,
Hanucatb Bacunuio I'puroppeBudy B MOCKBY, Ipocsl y HEro us-
BrHeHUs. OHU M He noAo3peBasiM, YTo backakoB coBceMm He B
Mockge, 4T0, HECMOTpPSI Ha CBO€ TBEPAOE pEIICHHE MOKUHYTh



MIPUHEBCKYIO CTOJIUILY, OH MPUHYKJEH ObUI OCTaThCSl B €€ CTOT-
Hax>*, 1 ObLIM OBI HE TOJIBKO YIUBJIEHBI, & J1aXke 00paIOBaHbl STUM
0OCTOSITEILCTBOM, 3HAall TOJIBKO 3TO.

Koraa JluxapeB cen ¢ Hum psigom, Imutpuii [lerpoBuy 1e-
MOTOM CIIPOCHII €r0:

— OT4ero TH TaK HO30HO?

— Ipeacrab cede, — OTO3BAJICS TOT, — MHE MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO
32 MHOIO CIIEJISIT, ¥ 51 1] MOPSIIOUHOTO KPIOKa, YTOO TOJIBKO 3a-
MyTaTh CBOU CJIE/IBL.

JleBareB mpe3puTenbHO YCMEXHYJICA:

— Ilyranas BopoHa 1 KycTa OouTcs.

Anton [leTpoBrd HUCKOIBKO HEe 0OUeNICS Ha MpUsITeNs, U Ha
€ro sIpKO-KPacHBIX rydax 3aaposkaiia Becenas yablOKa.

— Cwmeiics, cmelics! — ckaszait oH. — He Bcem ObITh TaKMM Xpad-
pbIM, Kak Thl... 51, Oparel], Bcerna namsryo, 4yto opTyHa — Ja-
Ma Kallpu3Hasi: 3aX04eT OBEPHYTh KOJIECO HE B Ty CTOPOHY — U
KaK pa3 MoJl KOJIECOM OUYYTHIIIbCS; U TIOTOM, APYXKeE, 5 TPYILY He
3a ce0sl, a 32 BCE HaIle Jeo.

JleBarieB gocayiMBO MoOBeJ IJIeYaMU:

— Bcee-To BbI Ha Kypuil MOKpbIX cMaxuBaete! U 1o, o npasae
CKa3aThb, YTO THI-TO TPYCHUIIIb — HE BeJIMKa Oeda, a CKBEpHO TO,
9TO TIPUHIIECCa TPYCHUT. ITO, OpaT, Kyna xyxe. CTBIIHO CKa3aTh,
JI0 YEro OHa HepeluTesIbHa.

JIuxapeB nokayas rojaoBoii:

— BonbHo yx Tel ropsiy, Mutsi! Henb3s1, Gparell, Tak ropsianTh-

24 Crorna — omaapb, yaimua B ropoac.



cs1! He 3a0ynp, 4TO THI HE OJTUH.

— Jla g 3T0 maMATyl0, a BCe-TaKM KAK-TO Ha JyIIE TSKEO,
KOIJja He 3Haelllb HaBEPHsIKa, BBIMAET UTO aJiv HET.

— Hy-ka, 6pocbk 06 3TOM rOBOpPHTH, CKaXkM-Ka MHE JTydIlle, YTO
CJIBIIITHO Y TIPaBUTEJILHUIIBI? THI BE/Ib TaM YaCTEHBKO OBIBACIIID.

Jmurtpuit [leTpoBry nokpacHesn.

— Jla Hraero ocodoro He cibiHO! [IpuHIiecca nensiMu qHS-
MU y cebs1 B yoopHO# cuauT, KOnuaHa BMecTe ¢ Helo, ¥ TOITHINA
Tam, OpaTell, CTpariHasi.

— A Gosblile Thl HUYETrO HE 3Haelllb?

— PoBHO Huuero.

Anton IlerpoBuu Opocuna Ha TpHUATENs YKOPU3HEHHBIU
B3I/,

— 39X, cygapb, cyaapb! — IpOMOJIBWI OH, COBCEM MTOHU3UB T'O-
JIoC 1 Kavasi rojioBoil. — [og Hocom y TeOst 3aroBop jieeTcsl, a Thi
HUYEro He 3Haelllb.

— Kakoii 3aroop?

— A Ttakoii: AHHa-TO JleornosbpI0BHA HETAPOM B YOOPHOU CH-
JUT: OHU ¢ MEHTACHILIEN TaKyIO K€ IITYKY 3aTesUTd, KaK U MbI C
TOOOM. PO3HB TONBKO B TOM, 4TO MbI /111 Enln3aBeTsl crapaemMcs,
a OHU Jy1s ceOs1 xJ1onouyT. Tak BOT, ThI ¥ IJIsI/IM, KaK Obl OHM HaM
JIOPOTy HE MEPEXBATUIIN.

JleBaieB yIvMBIEHHO MOMJISIIE HA IPUSITENIS:

— Jla ThI YTO 3TO — MIYTHUIITL AJIA MPABAY TOBOPUIIH?

— Kakwue Tyt mrytku? {1, 6pareir, moutu HarepeveT 3Ha Beex,
KTO B 9TOM JICWCTBUU M Y4YacTHUE MTPUHUMATh X04eT. Thl BOT CKa-



KU MHE, IPOMEXAY MPOUYUM: €ro CUSITEIbCTBO TeHepai-(heb/-
neiixmericrep? rpa¢gp MuHux 4acto ObIBaeT y IPaBUTETbHUIIBI?

— YacreHbKo.

— Bot BuaMilIb, a €ro CUSTEIbCTBO — BCEMY A€y [NIABHBIN KO-
HOBO[I.

— Tak urto xe? Komu 310 Tak, 3TOMy noMemnarh HaJJOOHO.

— Hu-Hu-1u, u He nymait! Ham 3Ta ucropus Ha pyky, u Ja-
ke oueHb. [lepBo-HanepBoO OHM HaM JOPOTY PACYMCTUTh MOTYT,
a BTOpOE — eCJIM 3Ta KypJsiHICKas coOaka 4To pa3BedaeT, Tak
BCEr/a Ha TeX CBAIUTh MOKHO.

Hmvutpuii [lerpoBruy 3agymaincss HA MUHYTY, OIJISIHYJICS TO
CTOPOHAM M, BUJIl, YTO COCEIU 3aHATHl Pa3rOBOPOM MEKJAY CO-
0010, 4TO Ha MX Oecedy HUKTO He oOpallaeT BHUIMaHUsI, HAKJIO-
HUBILKUCh K CAMOMY YXY MPUSATENs, TPOMOJIBUIL:

— A TbI 3Haelb, AHTOIIA, MpUHIiecca AHHa 3a JIunapa FOnu-
aHy CBaTaer.

Tor ycmexHyJics:

— DTOro aBHO XJaTh HyKHO OblIo! Yem Kpermye oHa 3TOro
MOJIOUYMKA TIPUBSIKET, TEM JIJIs1 Hee CHOJApYyYHee, U OMsTh, BU-
JWIb, HAM CH€ OYEeHb Ha PYKY: MPHUHIIECCE HE JI0 TOro OyjeT,
9TOOBI CEPhE3HYIO0 OMACHOCTD UYSITh JIa HAIIIM JISUCTBA TIPEIOCTe-
peub. [lama oHa MsrKoceprast, IEHOCTH B Hell XOTh OTOABIISIH, Ja
¥ [IOTOM B 3TOH MCTOPUHM TaK 3aITyTasIaCh, YTO €M MOJIOKUTETBHO
BCE PAaBHO, YTO BOKPYT HEE TBOPUTCS, JIUIIIL Obl TOJILKO JIMHAp He
otnassuics ot Hee. Hy a Terepp Oynet, Oparel, pasroBapuBaTh!

% I'enepai-enbaueiixmeicrep — IaBHBI HAYAIBHUK BCEH apTUIIEPUHL.



S1 cipininy maru, OMKHO OBITh, 9TO MPUHIIECCA K HAM JKaUTyeT.

JluxapeB we ommoOcs. He ycnen oH JOKOHYMTH CBOKO (hpa-
3y, KaK JIBepb, IPOTUBOIOJIOKHAS TOU, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO BXOIWIIN
HOYHBIE TOCTU, OBICTPO pacraxHyjach, U B €€ paMKe MMoKa3auach
KpynHasi, ctatHas purypa Enuzasetst [leTpoBHBI.

Jlio6umas nous [lerpa Benmukoro, HecMOTpst Ha TO UTO e Te-
niepb NMePeBAINIIO 32 TPUIIATH, TOPaKaia XOTsI U HECKOJIBKO Ipy-
OoBaToM, HO Bce e 3(peKTHOU KpacoToi. ['opI TOYHO MTPOIIUTH
Uil Hee OecclieTHo, OypHOe JbIXaHUe KU3HU TOUYHO HE XOTEJOo
OCTaBUTb Ha ee JIMiie HUKaKuX cjieoB. [loHble 1ieku npuHIec-
CBI TIBLJIAJIH TIO-TIPEKHEMY SIPKUM, 3[I0POBBIM PYMSTHIIEM, KPacH-
Bble UyBCTBEHHbIE T'YObl HE TOJIBKO He MOOIEKIN, HO Ka3alucCh
TaKVUMH K€ CBEXKUMHU, Cepble I71a3a, TEMHEBIIINE TOJBKO B MH-
HYTYy THEBA, CBEPKAJIM TEM K€ BECEJbIM OrOHbKOM, KAKUM OHH
CBEpKaJIv U B Te JHU, Korfa Ennzasera [lerpoBHa erne Obuia Ma-
JIEHbKOM JIEBOYKOM, ¥ TOT/IA, KOT/IA JIJIsl Hee HACTYIWIIM JTHU 3pe-
701 1oHOCTH. TOJNBKO HEMHOXKKO TIOJIHEE CTajla OHa, Ja He Tak,
Kak MpexJe, 4acTo CKOMb3MIA 1o ee Ty0aM Becesast OecrieuHast
yJIBIOKA.

Korna npuHiiecca Boluia B Ty KOMHATy, Iie CUJEH ee CTpaH-
Hble HOYHBIE TOCTH, BCE OHU Pa30M MOJHSIIUCh CO CBOUX MECT
¥, TOYHO TI0 KOMaH/Ie, OTBECHJIM B €€ CTOPOHY IIIyOOKHH IO-
YTUTENILHBIN TOKJIOH. Enn3aBera oTBeTHIa Ha STOT MOKJIOH Be-
CeJIoN YJIBIOKOM, JIETKUM HaKJIOHEHUEM TOJIOBBI U 3aTeM, TIOBEp-
HYBIIIUCh K HISIIIUM C331 Hee CIyTHUKaM, U3 KOTOPBIX OMH
OBLT YK€ TIOKIJION YeJIOBEK, XOTs M 00raro, HO HEpSIIUIMBO Ofie-



THIiA, a TPYyrof — MOJIOZIOH KpacaBel] C OTHEBBIM B3IJISIIOM TITy00-
KHMX YEepHBIX I71a3, )KeCTOM IPUTJIACHIIA UX CJIe0BaTh 32 COOOI0
U, TIOAIOK IS K Kpecily, CTOSIBIIIEMY y CTOJIa, OMYCTUJIaCh B HETO.
Ee criyTHUKH, OMH U3 KOTOPBIX HOCWJI 3BaHUE €€ IPUJBOPHO-
ro JIe0-MeauKaZ® u HaswsiBascs JlectokoMm, a Ipyroi ObLT CHIHOM
perucTpoBoro ka3zaka?’ ['puropus Pasyma, cenmm mo 6okam rnpuH-
1IECChl U BOTIPOCUTEITLHO TOTJISACN Ha Hee.

Heckonbko cekyHa TsHyj10ch MonyaHue. Ennsasera [leTpos-
Ha HUKOI/IA HE OT/IMYaJIach PEUIMTENIbHBIM XapaKTEPOM; yHACTIe-
JIOBAaB OT CBOETO OTI[A MHOTHE YEPThl €r0 BBIPA3UTEILHOTO JIH-
11a, €ro poCcT U ero CJIOXKEeHHWe, OHa B TO e BpeMsi COBCEM He
MOXO/IMJIA HAa HEero xapaktepoM. Msrkas u aaxe Kak Obl 60s13-
JIMBAasi, OHA MIOCTOSIHHO CTapajiach OTIAENATbCs OT MBIC/IH, UTO €
CYKJIEHO BOCCECTb Ha POCCHUICKOM IPECTOJIE, HECMOTPSI Ha TO
YTO OHA ObLJIa CaMOW 3aKOHHOU HACJIETHUIIEH TIOC/Ie CBOETO T1je-
MsiHHUKA, oTpoka [lerpa Broporo. B te quu, korna BepxoBHbii
coBeT, oOoias EnnzaBery, Bpyuns UMIEpaTopcKyio KOPOHY ee
JIBOIOpogHOU cecTpe AHHe MloaHHOBHE, MPUHIIECCA HE TOJIBKO HE
OropYmIach 3TUM, HO JIaxe Kak Obl 0OpaioBasiack. TArocTh MM-
niepaTopckoy nopupsI*® myrasa ee, v, Korjaa ee apy3bs, a B TOM
yucie u 1med kapaneprapnoB?® [TaBen MiBaHoBUY STy XUHCKUH,

2 .
6 Jleit6-meauk — Bpay MpH CeMbe MOHApXa.
2 PerucTpoBblii Kazak — COCTOSIIIMIA B JOJDKHOCTH, Ha CTykOe Ka3ak.

28 Iopdupa — BepxHssA TOpKECTBEHHAsT OfEKAA Tocygapel, IMMPOKUIl JITMHHBIA
TUTaI 6arpstHOTO MISJTKA, MOIOUTHIA XBOCTATHIM TOPHOCTAEM.

2 o
0 KaBaneprapﬂ — BOUH, BCAAHUK, I'BapAeCl] TAKEIION KaBaJICpUH.



npejJiarajay ei MOoJHATh BOCCTaHKe B ee TI0JIb3y, OHA BCEMU CH-
JIAMH CBOEH HATyPbl BOCIIPOTUBUIIACH ITOMY. TOJIBKO yKe K KOH-
1y IapcTBoBaHusI AHHBI Enu3aBeTa cTasia 3a1yMbIBaThCs O TOM,
YTO OHA MMEET MOJIHOE MPaBO HA UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY, U B
Hell MPOCHYJIOCh KeJIaHWe, XOTS U MO3AHO, BEPHYTh 3TO MPaBO,
MOXUILIEHHOE Yy Hee BepxoBHUKaMu. Ho HepeluTenbHOCTh U PO-
OOCTb HATYPBI CKA3JTUCh U TYT: €CJIM Obl He SHEPrus ee Mpuosv-
’KEHHBIX JIa He Ky4YKa MOJIofIe)Ku, 00oxkaBIel ee, Enu3asera, Ha-
BEpHOE, He cTasia Obl MOMBIIUIATH HU O KAKUX 3ar0OBOPax B CBOIO
TIOJIB3Y, U €€ COKAJICHUSI O TIOTEPSTHHOM BJIACTH TaK ObI M OCTa-
JIUCh TTPOCTHIMU COXKATICHUSIMU, TaK KaK, MOXKaJTyid, OHA HU 32 UTO
HE pelmiach Obl IEPeTH OT CJI0Ba K JIey.

Ho PasymoBckuii u Jlectok cymenu Aokas3arh €d, YTO TpYy-
CHUTb HEYero; OHA MepecTasia OTKPBITO IPOTECTOBATH, U, BOCIIONb-
30BaBIINCh 3TUM, MaJIeHbKasl KyYKa 3arOBOPIIUKOB, KEIABIINX
BO3BECTH €€ Ha MPeCTOoll, CTajla MaJIo-MoMally pa3pacTarbcs, U K
TOMY BPEMEHH, KOr[la CKOHYaJIach uMIeparpuiia AHHa, yKe BO
BCEX PYCCKMX IOJIKAX, CPEU yKe BCEro pyccKoro opuiiepcraa
ObLIa Takast Macca CTOpOHHUKOB Enm3aetsl [IeTpoBHBI U OBLIO
TaK MHOTO BparoB bupoHa, 4To ofHOro MasieHiiero xecta ee Obl-
JIO JOCTAaTOYHO, 4TOO BBI3BATH BCEOOIIEE IBHUKEHNUE B €€ MOJIb-
3y. Ho EnmnzaBera Bce poOena. [laxe Terepn, KOraa, 1Mo HACTOsI-
TeJbHOMY coBeTy JlecToka, oHa coOpasia rIaBHbIX KOHOBOJIOB 3a-
rOBOpA B KOJIMYECTBE IIECTUACCATH IIECTU YeJIOBEK, CHJIEBIINX
Terieph Nepes Helo, OHa BCe-TaKM He XOTesa MPOU3HECTH Pellv-
TeJIbHOE CJIOBO, POOKMIA CTPaX CKOBBIBAJI €€ YCTa, & BPOXKICHHAS



WHEPTHOCTbH 3aCTaBJIsIa OTIAISITD MPUKAa3aHUe AeHCTBOBATH, KO-
TOPOT'O TOJIBKO U KJAJIA OT HEe KOHOBOJIbI BOCCTAHUSI.

OxuHYB OBICTPBIM B3IJISIIOM CBOMX roctel, Enn3aBera cHoBa
YABIOHYJIACh W TPOTOBOPUJIA 3BOHKHUM, MEIOAUYHBIM TOJIOCOM,
KaK U yJIbIOKa, pacroyiaraBIiliiM K Heil Bce cepalia:

— He moceryiite Ha MeHs1, T0Oe3HBIE IPy3bs, UTO 5 BAC 3aCTa-
BUJIA MIPUTAITUTHCS B TAKYIO HETIOTO/Ib; TOMY HE 51 BUHOM, a BOT
OHM, — M OHA KMBHY/a B cTopoHy Jlectoka u PazymoBckoro, —
HACKa3aJil OHU MHE BCSIKMX CTPaxoB, HAIyraju, OyATo BamM MOsI
MEUIUTESILHOCTh HE HPABUTCS, a MIOCEMY 51 M XOTeJla Bac CIpo-
CHUTb, TIPaBJa JIU BCE 3TO U JEUCTBUTEIHHO JIU BB OT MEHS OT-
HIATHYTbCSI XOTUTE?

['myxoii poroT mpoiiies o psijiamMm CUIEBIINX y CTeH, HO TOJI-
HsIJICS OTBevath En3aBere TOIbKO OUH YesloBEK. DTO ObLT BbI-
cokuid, bonpeiii crapuk Cemen I'puropseBry HapbiiikuH, oqHUM
U3 TMEePBbIX MPUCTABIIMIA K 3ar0OBOPY B NOJIb3y EnuzaBeTsl 1 yBa-
JKaeMbIid pEIIMTEIbHO BCEMH KaK 3a CBOU JIPEBHUN POJI, OBIBIIIHIA
B POJCTBE C LIAPCKOM (paMUIIMEH, TaK U 3a CBOIO APSIXJIOCTh, TAK
KaK CTapUKy Terneph I yKe BOCbMUIECATHIN TOfI.



VIII
PemureanrHOE CJI0OBO

HapbIllIKMH OKHMHYJI CBOMX COTOBApHIIEH BOMPOCHUTEIbHBIM
B3IVISIIOM, TOYHO TPOCSI Y HUX pa3pelleHusi TOBOPUTD OT JIMIa
BCeX, M 3aTeM, TMOKJIOHMBIIMCH Ejn3aBeTe, MPOroBOPMII cTapye-
CKHUM JPOXKAIIUM TEHOPKOM:

— Baiire BbICOUECTBO, MBI HE IIIATYHbI KaKKME-HUOY/Tb, 4TOOBI OT
CBOMX CJIOB OTPEKAThCs JIa OT JIe OTKa3biBaThcsA. Kak s IMuHo,
TaK M BCE 3/1€Ch CHSAIIME TOJIBKO OTHOTO U YaeM, YTOObI Ballly
MIEPCOHY Ha POCCHICKOM IpecTosie yBuieTh. CTaio ObiTh, O TOM
U pa3roBopa ObITh HE MOXKET, YTOObI KTO U3 HAC BaM M3MEHHTh
3a/lyMaJl, a TOJIbKO OTHO BEPHO, YTO HAM TSIHYTh TaK JIOJITO HAJIO-
€J10, ¥ He TMOTOMY HaJ0eJsI0, YTO Mbl JJUIHO O KAaKUX-HUOY/Ib BbI-
rojiax MOMBIIILISIEM, a TIOTOMY, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, UTO 3a Ballly
cynpOy 6onmcst. Bpemst 6ekUT ObICTPO, €ro He JOTOHUIIIb: CEero-
IHSI, TJISAUIb, YAada, a 3aBTpa MOAyJI BETep B IPYryi0 CTOPOHY
— ¥ BCE, UTO HAMHU 3aTesTHO, Cpasy pas3BesTh MoxkeT. He moceryii-
Te Ha MEHSI, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, UTO 51 3TO BCE TOBOPIO; TOBOPIO
s 9TO, BaIllleMy BBICOUECTBY JI0Opa XKeJalouu Jia 3a Ballly CyabOy
omnacasice. HoHe camu 3HaeTe, Kakue JHU: CIIPOBEIaeT rOCIIONIH
BUpOH 0 HaIlIMX TalHBIX 3aMBICJIaX — M [IOMUHAK TOT/Ia HAC BCeX
Kak 3BaJIM: TyJa 3arOHUT, KyJia U BOPOH KOCTel He 3aHocuT. [1o-
TOMY U TOBODIO 51 BaM, YTO MEUIUTh J0JI€ HEJIb3sl U He MBI OT
Bac OTIIATHEMCsI, KOJIU 4TO, a Cy/Ib0a HaC BCeX Pa3rOHUT, a TOr/a



TpyIHO Oy/IEeT MOMPABUTh, YTO pa3 Oy/leT UCTIOPYEHO.

OH 3amoTyalt ¥ CHOBa 0OBEJI B3IVISIZIOM BCEX 3arOBOPIIMKOB,
Ha 9TOT pa3 Kak Obl oxxujass ogoOpeHust ceoum cioBam. U Bce
OHHU, TOYHO 10 KOMaHJE, KUBHY/IU, U U3 BCEX IPyAEH BbIPBAJICS
€/IMHOAYIIHbII BO3IJIAC:

— Bepno, Bepo CemeH I'puroppeBud ckazaj, BIOJHE Ipa-
BUJIbHBIE CJIOBA.

Jlerkas tenb npoOesxana o nuiyy EnuszaBersl, HO yibIOKa, 3a-
JpO’KaBIIasi HA ee MOJHBIX Iry0ax, TOTyac ke COrHajia 3Ty TeHb.

— Bce 310 X0OpOI110, Ipyryl MOM, — IPOTOBOPHIIA OHA, — HO 5T 00-
10Ch OJJTHOTO, YTO TOPOILTUBOCTBIO BCE UCTIOPTUTH MOXKHO: CAMU,
yail, 3HaeTe NMoroBopky: «Ilocnemmiib — Joeid HaCMEIIUIIb.

— Jla, HO MEeITUTENILHOCTBIO, — OTO3BasIcs IMutpuit AHnpe-
eBud llleneneB, — MOXKHO TaK K€ UCHIOPTUTH JIEJI0, KAK U TOPOII-
JMBOCTHIO. $1 He 3Hal0, KakK Bbl, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, TOTO HE Be-
Jaete, a, o KpaiHOCTH, YXOJAT TaKUe MOJIKH, YTO sl BCEro OMa-
caTbCsl HauMHAK0. BUPOH uyer, 4To Mbl €My JIOBYIIIKY TOTOBUM,
¥ CMOTpHTE, KaK Obl OH HE pa3Be/iajl BCEro: y Hero yIeu CIuIII-
KOM MHOTO, ¥ TOT/Ia KaK pa3 BaM BMECTO KOPOHBI TTPUIETCS, TI0-
Kamyi, KJIoOyk*? Ha/ieBaTh.

— Yero xe Bbl XOTUTE OT MEHs1?

—Ilpukasxu, MaTymika, TOJIbKO IEMCTBO HAYaTh, — BOCKJIUKHYJI
onATh HapblllIkKWH, — CKaXH TOJBKO OJIHO CJIOBO — U HE MPOW-
JeT ¥ Heenu, Kak bupona mel B LlmomuH ynpsiuem, a Te0s Ha
npecron nocaauM. — Ml oH ropsinyMu riaa3amMu BIUJICS B JIMLIO

30 K1100yK — rojioBHOM yOOp MOHAXOB, BHICOKUH IVIIMHIP O€3 MOJIeH C TOKPHIBAJIOM.



IPUHIIECCHI, C 3aMUPAHUEM CepAlla 0Kujas, Kak U BCE OCTaJIb-
HBIE, YTO OHA HAKOHEI] CKAKET PELIUTEIBHOE CII0BO.

Ho Enmu3zagera [leTpoBHa onaTh oIyCTHjIa I'OJIOBY, OIATDH Pe3-
Kasi MOPILMHKA JIerla MeXy ee OpOBSIMH, U ONSATh BOLIAPUIIOCH
Momyanue. Tsokeno el ObUIo CKa3aTh TO PEIIUTETbHOE CIIOBO.
CHoBa HpiHemHO©0 EnnzaBery 3amMeHmIa mpexHsss poOKast Je-
BYIIIKA, CHOBA, KaK U MPEx e, Korjga el copeToBall SAArykKMHCKUM,
He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUS Ha BEPXOBHUKOB, BOCCECTb Ha MPapojiu-
TEJIbCKOM IIPECTOJIE, B HEW POAMJIOCH OMIACEHUE, YTO 3Ta 3a/a4a
€M He I10 CHJIaM, YTO UMIIEPATOpPCKas KOPOHa MPUAABUT €€ CBO-
€10 TSKECTBIO U 4TO, JaJieKasi OT TATOThI, KOTOPYIO HECET C CO-
6010 Lapckas rnopdupa, oHa OyseT ropasio c4acTIMBee U ropas-
IO CITOKOIHEE.

OnHako HYXHO ke OblJIo OTBe4aTh. Ee oTBera x1anm, Ha Hee
CMOTpEJIH, U, KOTAa OHA MOIHJIA TOJIOBY, OHA BUJIENA, KAKUM JIH-
XOpaJJOYHBIM OJIECKOM rOpsIT BCE IJ1a3a, yCTpeMJIeHHble Ha Hee. 1
B Jyllle €e, OXBAYEHHOW COMHEHHUEM, yke ObUIO MOJICKA3aBIINM
€l OTKa3 OT PELIUTEIbHBIX ACUCTBUM, ITPOCHYNIACh TEIEPh XKa-
JIOCTb KO BCEM 3TUM JIIOASAM, TaK OXOTHO HECYIIMM 32 HEE CBOU
rosioBsl. OHa BIIPYT MOHsJIA, YTO €CJIU €1 TSKEJIO BBIMOJIBUTD pe-
HIATEJBHOE CJIOBO, TO OAMHAKOBO TSKENIO TaKke€ OrOpYMTh BCE
9TH BEPHBIC €U CEPALIA OTKA30M, M OHA, pacTepsIHHASA, C KPACKOU
CMYLIECHUS, MPOCTYIIMBLIEH Ha €€ IIeKaxX, polenTaa:

— 51 He 3Hal0, 4TO CKa3aTh, HO S HE MOTY, JIpy3bsl MOM, CElYac
PELIMUTHCS.

Jlerknii B310X COXKaJIEHUS KOJIBIXHYJI JECATKU rpyden. Spko



rOpeBlINe HA MUHYTY IJ1a3a TOYHO MOTYXJIM, O’KUBJIEHHBIE JIALIA
MOTYCKHEJIH.

— OX, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, Ballle BBICOYECTBO! — MPOrOBOPHIL,
Kayas cefowo rososowo, Hapeikus. — He xasieere Bbl Hac, Tak
9TO IMyCTOE JIeJI0, a Bl M ceOsl He KaJleere.

Enmm3aBera pasBena pykamu U Opocuiia CMYIIEHHBIN B3IJISIT
Ha Pa3yMOBCKOro, TO4HO IpOCs €ro MOMOIIM, TOYHO OXMIAs,
YTO OH MOJJICPKUT €€ B 3Ty TPYIHYIO 11 Hee MUHYTy. Ho
npesxkjae yeMm Pa3symMOBCKMil ycrien OTKpbITh poT, JIeCTOK, cuieB-
IIMH 1O IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY MPHUHIIECCH, HEPBHO IIEIKHYJI KPBbIIII-
KO Ta0aKepKH, KOTOPYIO JIepXkal B pyKax, U 3aMeTHJl, FOBOps
crienaibHo uisi Enzasetst [leTpoBHBI, HO 0Opaiasch He K Heid,
a KO BCceMy cOOpaHHUIo.

— B Takom pase, rocymapu MoM, — Hadajl OH, CTapascCh Ie-
MEJISIBOCTBIO 3aMAaCKMPOBATh CUJIbHBIN aKIIEHT, CJIBIIIABIIMICS B
€ro peuu, — B TAKOM Pa3e BUAHO IO BCEMY, UTO €€ BBICOUYECTBY
HAIIM YCTIYTH HEHaJI0OHBI, a TIOCeMY, TaK KaK BpeMsl yKe MO3/1-
HEe, PACXOOUTECH IO JIOMaM J1a He MEHAWTE Ha HAC JIMXOM, YTO
MBI IOTPEBOKMJIM BaC B TAKOE HENPUIJISITHOE BPEMSI.

Ot1u cnosa ykononu Enuzasery [lerpoBHy. JIuio ee BCrbix-
HYJIO SIPKUM PyMSHIIEM, OHa OpOCHWJia Ha CBOEro Jien0-MenuKa
THEBHBIU B3IJISA1 U PE3KO CKa3aia:

— Kaxwucs, I'epman ['eHpuxoBUY, Thl O MOMX TAMHBIX MBICIISIX
HE OCBE/IOMJIEH U 32 MEH$I PEILLUTh JIeJI0 HE MOXKeIllb. 1 ellle HU-
Yero He CKa3aJjla — HU J1a HU HET, a Thl yKe CHELIMIIb 32 MEHS OT
YX YCIIYT OTKA3bIBATHCA.



[To o6pro3romy nuity Jlectoka mporiia XuTpast yiabiOKa.

— 41, Baie BBICOYECTBO, — OTO3BAJICS OH, — BaIlIUX MBICJIEN HE
npepenan, 1, €Cv BaM YTOJHO OTAATh IPUKa3aHUE, BAM HUKTO
HE MelIaeT 3TO ClesaTh TOTYac ke, TeM OoJiee, TOBOPIO BaM, UTO
MEJUIUTh HE TOJILKO HEYero, HO M Hesb3s. Bpems Kk zeny tenepb
camoe TOAXOIAILEE, a €CIM MBIl TO BPEMS YIIyCTUM, TO IIOTOM,
NOXaJTyl, HUYETO He BBIMJIET. 1 yalo, 4To MEeHs B ceM U AJleKcen
I'puropreBrY NMOAJEPKUT, UYTO M OH TaK K€, KAK U S U KaK Bce
HAallK Jpy3bs, JyMaerT.

— CoBepIeHHO NPaBWIBHO, — 3arOBOPHJI HaKOHell PazymoB-
CKHU, — 51 YK IIPO TO €€ BBICOYECTBY OCMENUJICS TOBOPUTH. Ko-
JIX JKeJIaeT OHAa UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY BOCIIPUATD, TO IyCTh HA
CHe HEMEJIsl pelIaeTcs.

Ennsasera okoHYaTenbHO norepsuiack. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
OTCTYNaTh OBUIO HEJIb351, YTO MEIUTUTDH OBLIIO HEBO3MOKHO U TTPH-
XOOWJIOCh OJHO U3 ABYX: WA HAKOHEL BIMOJIBUTH OXKUAAEMOE C
TAKUM HETEPIIEHUEM BCEMH PELIUTEIBHOE CIIOBO, WIN K€ HAOT-
pe3 0TKa3aThCs OT CBOETo 3aMblcia. M oHa, MOBUHYACH BAPYT Ka-
KOMY-TO TalHOMY T'OJIOCY, TIOBUHYSICh BHE3AITHO BCIIBIXHYBIIIEU
SHEPI'UH, TOPOIIMBO, TOYHO OOSICh, UTO B HEW MPOCHETCS OIAThH
poOOCTh, BHITOBOPUJIA:

— [Mycts Gyner Tak! Konu BB cunTaere, 4To MHE CleyeT BOC-
NpUATh UMIIEPATOPCKUI CKUIMETP3! poccUICKON AepikaBbl, 00b-
SIBJISIIO BaM HAa TO CBOE COIVIACUE U IPOILLy IPUTOTOBUTHCS K pe-
UTebHBIM eiicTBusM. ['epman ['enpuxoBuy u Anekceit ['pu-

1 o
3 CKI/IHeTp — JK€3JI, OJUH U3 3HAKOB MOHAPXHWYECKOU BJIACTU.



rOpbEBUY YKAKYT BaM JIEHb, KOIJ]a K TOMY IIPUCTYIUTD, & TENEPh
MPOLIANTEe, TOMHUTE, YTO 51 HAJICIOCh HA BAC, UTO B BAIIMX PyKax
HE TOJIbKO MOsI Cyb0a, HO ¥l MOSI ’KU3Hb.

OHa 1NoCIIeNHO BCTaJia, MOKJIOHMUJIACh BCEM OOIIMM IOKJIO-
HOM U BHIIILJIA U3 KOMHATHI, a BCJIEH i TporpeMes paJoCTHBIN
BUBAT, BBHIPBABIIMICS BMECTE C OOJIErYeHHBIM B3/IOXOM U3 TPy-
JIeil BceX cOOpaBIIMXCS 3/IECh.

He nipo1i11o 1 HeCKObKUX MUHYT, KaK KOMHATa, eIlle HeJJaBHO
TNOJIHAsI HApoJia, CHOBA OIyCTeNa, a MO MeTepOyprcKuM yauiam
CHOBA 3alllarajy TAMHCTBEHHBIE TEHU, TOYHO PACIUIBIBASICh U Tas
BO Mpake.

JlepaieB u JIuxapes 1111 BMeECTE.

— CnaBa 6ory, — menorom mporoBopui Imurpuii [lerpo-
BUY, — HAKOHEII-TO MPHUHIIECCA U3BOJIWIA CTPSIXHYTH C ceOs 3Ty
MIPOKJISITYI0 POOOCTb.

— Tume, — ocranoBun ero JluxapeB, — He TOBOpU Ha yJule!
STOro HOYHOTO MpaKa HYXKHO OOATHCS Jake OOJbIIIE, YEM CBET-
Jioro aHs. Tel BUAMILB, KPYTOM KaKasi TEMb; KTO IOPYYUTCS, YTO
B 9TOU ThMe He MPUTANIOCh Ube-HUOYIb yX0. [loynepku HeMHo-
IO CBOM $I3bIK, YCIIEEM HaroBOPUTHCH, KOI/Ia MPUAEM KO MHE.

Ho HaroBopuThCsl UM, OIHAKO, HE MPUIIIOCh U B KBapTUPE
Amnrona [lerpoBuya.

Vike maras 1mo rpsi3HOMY ABOPY U MPOOUPAsCh K MOABE3ILY
CBOEU KBapTUpbl, JIuxapeB 3aMeTuJ1, UTO U3 €ro KOMHAThI, CBET-
JIBIMU TIOJIOCAMH BPBIBASICh B HOYHON MPaK, MaIaloT SIPKUE JIyqH.
OH nproCTaHOBWICS, MOIVISJEN Ha OKHA U JOCAUIMBO MPOMOJI-



BUJT:

— Koro ato Henerkas npunecna? MHe, BO-NIEPBbIX, CTPALIHO
cnarth XOUYEeTCs, @ BO-BTOPBIX, ¥ IOTOBOPUTH IO JyIIaM HE IayT.
HagepHoe, 3T0 Kakoro-HUOYb TOCTSI PUHECIIO: HE CIUTCS 4e-
JIOBEKY, BOT OH M 3a0peJt ¢ IypHbIX IJ1a3.

I'octb, KOTOPBIM cuaen B KoMHaTax AHToHa [leTpoBuya, oka-
3aJICs IOPYYUKOM MUIIOIIEBBIM.

— AXx, 3t0o Munyma! — BockiukHy1 JluxapeB, Korjga ero
B3MJISL]T yNajl Ha po30Boe JHLo oHoro oduuepa. — Hy, Muy-
IIN-TO I CTECHAThCS He Oymy. .. I3Bosb-Ka, cyaaph, — 00paTuiics
OH K HeMYy, — HaJieBaThb CBOM IUIAIll J1a YOUpaThCs MOA0OpY-TIo-
310poBy. S, Oparten, cMepTeIbHO CraTh XO4y, a OCTaBUTh TeOs
HOYEBAThb TOXKE HE MOT'Y, TAK KaK, BUUIIIb, CO MHOU npuiiien Mu-
TS, @ IPYroro AvBaHa y MeHs1 He umeercs. Hy-ka, Hy-ka, yxonu,
cynapsb. U 3aBTpa MOXeM ¢ TOOOK0 YBUIAThCH.

MuJionieB BCIIBIXHYJ KaK MaKOB I[BET, HO HE OT OOU/IbI, a TI0
MPUBBIYKE, Y, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI MOAHSTHCS C Kpecia, Ha KO-
TOPOM CHJIEN, U MOCJIEN0BATh HACTOMYMBOMY COBETY JInxapesa,
OTPULIATESILHO TTOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM:

— Her, Anron IlerpoBuy, Kak Thl TaM XOY€lllb, a 51 YUTU HE
MoOry: y MeHs K Tebe pa3roBop ectb. Hamo6Ho mue, AnTtoH [lert-
POBUY, OJIUH CEKPET COOOITHTH, [IOMHUIIIb, TIO TOMY JIEJTY, O KO-
TOPOM MBI C TOOOU YK TOJKOBAJIH.

AwnTOH [leTpoBrY NpUCTAJIBHO MOIJISIZIEN HA CBOETO IOCTs, 3a-
TeM IepeBe B3rsi Ha JleBaiieBa.

— MoxeT ObITh, 51 Mema? — CIIPOCHJI TOT.



— O HerT, HeT, — BOCKJIMKHYJI MuIomeB, — 00 5TOM ¥ TOBOPUTh
Heuero! Bbl He TOJNBKO He TOMelaeTe, HO Jaxe s Oymy OueHb
paj, eciiv Bbl IPUMKHETE K TOMY MPEJIOKEHHUIO, KAKOE S XO4y
cAenath.

— Hy, nenarp Heuero, Muiyia, — nporosopul Jluxapes, — oT
TeOs1, BUJTHO, He OTBsikembesi! [laBail pasroBapuBath! — U, TouHO
npurnamas [Imurpus [TerpoBuya ObITh KaK MOKHO BHUMATETh-
Hee, OH OpOCHJT Ha HeTO MHOTO3HAYMTENIbHBIN B3I/,

— Th1, yaid, He mo3a0bu1, AHTOH [leTpoBUY, — HaYaJl IOHBII
ocputiep, TOHU3KB TOJIOC /IO IIENOTa, — 0 YeM 1 TeOe MPOIILTYIo
MSTHULLY JOKJIQAbIBAI?

— Koneuno, ve no3aos1. Taxk, craso, aeno Ha masu? Tel, 3Ha-
quT, (DOPMEHHBIM 3arOBOPIIUKOM CAEJIaCs ?

MuJtoieB KUBHY.

— He To1bKO Ha Ma3u, HO Mbl 3aBTPAIIIHU JIEHb U IEWCTBOBATD
PELIIN.

— Bor kak! — npotsnyn Jluxapes u 6pocut Ha JleBareBa Tpe-
BOKHBIN B3I,

— Jla 0OBsICHUTE ke, TOCIIoNa, B YeM JIeJIO? — B3MOJIUJICS TOT,
XOTSl M AOTaJIbIBAsICh CMYTHO, HO HE MOHUMAs SICHO, O Ye€M OHU
TOBODSIT.

JluxapeB xoTes ObUIO MOCBATUTH MIPUATENSI B TANHCTBEHHBIN
CMBICI C10B MUy, HO TOT MPeaynpeau ero.

— Bupgute u, cygapsb, B 4eM J1e510, — 3aroBOPUIT MOJIOJION Ou-
LIEP, — €€ BbIcOUeCTBY npuHLEecce AHHe JleononbnoBHe oT bu-
POHA, KaKk BaM BEAOMO, COBCEM KUThbsI HET. XOTh OH U PEreH-



TOM TOJIBKO YMCIIMTCS, OIHAKO U MaTh UMIIEPATOPA, U €€ CYNpy-
ra COBCEM HHM 3a YTO IIOYUTAET U PACHOPSAKAETCA BCEM C TAKUM
CBOEBOJIMEM, CIIOBHO ObI OH CaM UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY HOCHT.
DTO yX COBCEM HECIPABEAJIMBO, a MIOTOMY MpuHIEecca AHHA U
BO3bIMEJIA HAMEpPEHUE OCBOOOIUTHCS OT OIEKU rocroavnHa bu-
poHa. CocTaBWICS CEMy 3aroBOp, B KOTOPOM IJIABHOE y4acTHe
MPUHUMAET €r0 CUSITEIbCTBO reHepasi-(pelibalienxMencTep, U Ha
3aBTpaIllHUI JIEHb CaMO€ JEMCTBO Ha3HaueHo. Ero cusaTenbcTBo
rpa¢ Munux apecryer bupoHa, u caenats 310 OygeT coBceM
HETPYJIHO, TaK Kak, KpoMme V3MalI0BCKOro nojika, Ha CTOpOHE
NIPaBUTEJIbHUILIBI BCE BOMCKA.

JluxapeB onsiTh OPOCKIT TPEBOKHBIN B3MUIs Ha JleBalesa.

— Bot oHO uTO! — mpomosiBIT OH. — Tak BbI, CTan0 OBITh, YK
BCe 1 o0opynoBam?

— IlonoxuTesbHO Bee, — 0TO3BAJICS CaMOI0BOJIBHO MUITOIIEB.

— W vaere, ynaua Tomy Oynet?

FOH®Iii oputiep Ha STOT pa3 MOKPACHEN yKe OT OOUIIBI U pa3-
BEJI pyKaMH.

— TyT n coMHeBaTbCA HEYETO.

— Tak 3a4yem xke Thl, Cygapb, KO MHE-TO Ipuuien? 3aueM xe
9TO Thl MHE 3TY TaliHy pacckaszayi? A BApPYT 51 BO3bMY Jla cervac K
TOCIIOJVHY PEreHTy OTIPABIIOCh a BCEX BAaC FOJIOBOU U BbIIaM ?

Ha ry6ax MwutomeBa nokasaiach HeIoBepuuBasi yJablOKa, HO
€ro royosle rj1a3a TPEeBOKHO 3a0erayiv Mo CTOPOHAM.

— Hy BOT, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, — TOYHO s HE 3HAl0, C KEM $I rO-
Bopio! Yai1, He K 4y:)KOMY 4eJIOBEKY IIpULIEN, a K MPUATEINIO, J1a



Y MIPUILIEN-TO 51 HECTIPOCTA. f Tak Aymalo, YTO €KeJiu TaKoe /10
3aTesioch, Tak u Tede, AHTOH [leTpoBUY, U BaM, cynapb, MpH-
HSATh B HEM y4YacTUE HE MEIIaeT.

Hmutpuii [TerpoBud u JIuxapes onsiTh NeperisHyIUCD.

— Crniacu60 tebe, Mutyiia, — mporoBopuJI ociie HeOOJbIIIOro
pazmymbsi AHTOH [leTpoBud, — ciaci6o Tede, YTO B TaKyI0 MH-
HYTY O NPUSITENSAX BCIIOMHUI, TO MOKAa3bIBAET, UTO y TeOs XO-
poliiee ceplle, U 5 3TOro HUKoraa He 3a0yay. TaiiHbl s TBOoel He
BBIJIaM — B 9TOM Thl MOXeEIIIb ObITh CIIOKOEH;, jKeJIalo BaM BO BCEM
MOJTHOM yaauu U ycrexa. [lepBeiii OT ay1im nopagyock, KOIU Bbl
3Ty KYPIISHICKYIO COOaKy apecTyeTe, a TOJIbKO UTO JI0O MEHS — TO
OT y4yacTus B CEM S OTKA3aThCs J0JIKEH.

— U 51 He MOry B 3TOM y4yacTBOBaTh, — B YHUCOH MHPUSTENIO
oto3Basics Jlepalues.

— Jla mouemy ske? — yAMBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ MuJjonies.

— [lotomy, ApYXkOK, YTO MO3JHO B MOCIEAHUN I€Hb K TAKUM
JieJlaM MpUCTaBaTh, a, OKPOMsI TOTO, 51 YTO-TO OYEHb TPYCJIUB 32
NOCJIEAHUE JHU CTaJL

— Hy, kak xoTuTe, Kak 3HaeTe! — ApoXKaIIMMU OT OOUIbI TyOa-
MU BBITOBOPUJI I0HOIIA. — B Takom pase mpoinaiite, mooery 10-
MO/, HY>)KHO YK HOHEUE BBICTIATbCSI — 3aBTPa CIIaTh HE IPUIETCSI.



IX
Hounoi nmoxona

B nokosx repuora dpHcra bupona, 3aHumaemsix UM B Jlet-
HEM JIBOpIIe, LIapUT CTpaHHOe Oe3MoNBHe. B MpUX0oKUX TOMIAT-
Cs1 CIIyTY, BCE KOMHAThl SIPKO OCBELLEHBI, HO, HECMOTpsI Ha 3TO,
BCE 3/1eCh OKYTaHO MEPTBOM TUIIMHOM, KOTOPasi CTPAHHO TSTO-
TUT BCEX U JIEMCTBYET HEMPUSTHO Ja’ke Ha CaMOr'0 BCECHJIBHOTO
pereHra, MeJUJIeHHO MPOXaXKUBAIOLIETOCs 10 CBOEMY KaOMHETY.
C TOll MUHYTBI, KOI/Ia UMIEpaTpulia AHHAa CKOHYAJ1ach, FepLor
HOTEPsIJT COBEPILEHHO CIIOKOMCTBUE nyxa. Ero oObruHas momo-
3PUTENIBHOCTD YCHIIIIIACH ellie OoJiee, CTpax, Mpexke Majo 3Ha-
KOMBIH €ro Aylile, Tenepb 3a4acTylo OBJIaJEBall UM.

HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO repLory yiajoch 3aCTaBUTh YMHUPAIO-
IIyI0 UMIEPaTPUILy MPOBO3IIACUTh €0 PETeHTOM, HECMOTPsI Ha
TO YTO €ro BJIACTh KaK OBl errle OoJiee yrmpoumiack, (paBoput mo-
KOWHOW MMIIepaTpHiibl YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO MOYBA MOJ] €ro HOraMu
JaJIeKO HEe YCTOIUYMBA, YTO OH CIIMILIKOM OAMHOK CPElu CBOMX
BParoB, a CBOMMH BparaMu OH MOT' CYMTATh BCE PYCCKOE JABOPSIH-
CTBO M BECh PYCCKUI HapoOJ, TEPIEBIINIl €ro )KeCTOKOE CBOEBO-
JI€ TOJIBKO JI0 MOPHI 0 BPEMEHU. YiKe uepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEN
HIOCJIE TOrO, KOIZla OH TOPXKECTBEHHO MpOYesT MOCMEPTHBIA aKT
NOYMBINEH AHHBI, KOTOPBIM OH OOBSIBJISIICS] PETEHTOM UMITEPUH
J0 TeX IOop, NMOKa peOEHKY-UMIIEpaTOpy HE MCIOIHUTCS CEMHa-
ALIATH JIET, TepLOT Y3HaJI, 4TO HEJOBOJIBLCTBO UM CPeIy Hapoja 1



B BOICKE HE TOJIbKO PACTET, HO TPOPHIBACTCS HAPYKY, UTO CpEr
0o(pHLIepOB UAET MIYXOM POMOT, IBHO MPEJBEIAIONIMI B3PbIB, U
XOTS1 OH U IIPUKA3aJl APECTOBBIBATh BCEX, KTO CJIMIIKOM BO3BbI-
aeT rojoc, Xots TaiiHas KaHIeasapus Obula OyKBaJIbHO Tepe-
TIOJTHEHA JIEHCTBUTEILHBIMM U BOOOpakaeMbIMH ITPOTUBHUKAMU
€ro BJIACTH, OTHAKO OH YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO ITO MAJIO YIIPOUHUT Er0
TIOJIOKEHHE, YTO HeJIb351 )Ke OTPYOUTh TIOr0JIOBHO BCEM TOJIOBHI H,
YTOOHI yJepKaThCsl HA BHICOTE, HYKHBI KaKHe-HUOYIb MHbIE Me-
pbl. U BOT Tereppb, MeIJIGHHO MPOXaXHMBAsCh IO CBOEMY KaOH-
HETY, MyIJIMBBIM B30POM BIVISIIBIBASICh B OKYTAaHHBIE TEHBIO YIJIbI
KOMHATbI, TPEBOKHO MPUCTYIIMBASICh K THETYIIIEN TUILIMHE, CTO-
SN KPyroM, replior yxke BeIpadoTasl TOT TUIaH, KOTOPBIN TaBHO
y’Ke MeJIbKasl B €ro TojloBe, KOTOPbIl CMOXET YyIepXkaTh €ro Ha-
JIOJITO0 Y KOPMUJIA BJIACTH.
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