CrmbMAg
SKEHA KOPOJLS




Cemnnana Illenor

Ceabpmas KeHa KOpoJis

«ABTOp»
2024



Iénmot C.

Cenpmas xena koponsa / C. HIénor — «ABtop», 2024

['oBOpAT, KOPOJIH MPOKJIAT. [ OBOPAT, KaXkAyI0 €r0 KEeHY IMOCTUTAET YKacHas
ydactb. BepoHMKY ef1Ba i1 BOJIHOBaJIM MpoOeMbl nHOTO Mupa. Ho BOT He3anauva:
OHa MEPEeHecsach B TEJIO 1ouepH rpada, KOTOpOu MPEACTOUT CTaTh CAEAYOIIeH
cynpyrou npasuresis. Ceapmon 1o cuety. M uro teneps aenats? bexats? A
MOJKET, 3a IIU(POU «CEMb» CKPbIBaeTCA yaada?

© Mémnor C., 2024
© Asrop, 2024



C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

Coaep:xanue

I'masa 1
I'maBa 2
I'masa 3
I'nmaBa 4
I'masa 5
I'maBa 6
Kownel o3HakomMuTeIbHOTO (pparmMeHra.

14
24
32
39
45
47



C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

Ceetanana llénoT
CeabMasi sKeHa KOPOJIs

I'maBa 1

— Tol Beb Bce MOHUMAEIIIb, HE Tak JIM? — 3aJajla BOIPOC CyXorapas KeHIIKHA JIET COpOoKa. —
TBos cecTpa ciuIkoM 4yBcTBUTENbHA. OHA MpocTO HEe BblAepKUT. Ecii oHa ymper, 3To Oyner Ha
TBOEW coBecTH, AJIdiiHa, — 10OAaBUIIA OHA C HA)KUMOM, a IIOTOM, CJIOBHO BCITIOMHUB O YeM-TO, JyIlie-
pa3avparoiiie BCXJIUIHYJIA.

JocTtaB cepoBaThlii IJIATOK U3 KapMalllka IJ1aThsl, OHa MPOMOKHYJIA COBEPILIEHHO CyXUe Iia3a
Y C OCy’K/IeHHeM MOCMOTpeia Ha AEBYIIKY niepel COOOM.

— JIBe THICSIYU 30JIOTHIX MOHET. — ITHU CJI0BA OBLIM CKa3aHbl HAIIEBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

—Yt0? — 3KeHIIMHA HEJOYMEHHO MOPrHYJIa M HAXMYPUJIACh, HE 10 KOHIA TOHUMasl, YTO UMEHHO
xoTena naguepuna. — O 4eM Tbl TOBOPHILIb?

— 51 roBoOpIO O TOM, JOpOrasi MaTyIika, — Moc/e/IHue clioBa BepoHuka npousHecna ¢ Jerkum
capKa3MoM, Bejib KeHIIMHA He ObUIa POJHOW MaTephlo 3TOTO TeJla, JIMIIb MaYeXou, HO YIIOPHO Mpo-
cuia AJISIHY Ha3bIBaTh €€ MaTepblo, — YTO [IEHA 9TOr0 3aMYKECTBA — JBE THICSUM 30JI0THIX MOHET.
Bbl 1aete MHe neHbru — s cornariaiock. [Ipoctas caenka. Y Karanuna MoxeT crniaTh CLIOKOWHO.

7KosenvH, a IMEHHO TakK 3BaJIM XKEHIMHY, BOBMYIIIEHHO 3aXJICOHYJIach IITyOOKUM BJIOXOM M
3aKaluIsaIach.

— Bawm moxo, goporas marymika? — ydactiuBo crpocuia Huka. Hukakoit kanoctu oHa K
Mauexe TOro Tesla He UCTIBITHIBAIA, Belb JKeHIIMHA ObUia Toi erie 3meeil. — [Ipunectu BoapbI?

7KozenuH 3amaxasia TIaTKOM, a CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, CIIPABUBILIKUCH C IIPUCTYIIOM Y/IWB-
JIeHusl, OTKUHYJIACh HA CIIMHKY JIMBaHA Y MPUHSJIACH TSKENO JBIIIATh, 0OMAaXUBASICh PYKOU.

— U Bce-Taku BaM Iy pHO, 51 ceitvac. .. — BepoHuka mpuBcTaia, CJIOBHO coOpasiach KyJa-To UITH.
Ee HemeieHHo 3aaepikaiiy.

— Cupiets! — XozenuH erie pa3 riyOOKO B3[I0XHYJIA, BO3Bpalas NMOIMATHYBIIIEECs TyIIeBHOE
paBHOBecue. — To ecThb 51 XOTesa cKa3zaTh, MIJIAsl, YTO HUYEro He HyxkHO. [locuau CroKoiHO MSTh
MUHYT. {1 ceituac npuay B ceOs. [IpocTo TBoM cloBa OKa3alucCh [Isl MEHsI HEMHOTO. .. HEOKU/1aH-
HBIMU.

7KeHIyHa yKOpU3HEHHO TOCMOTpeia Ha Madepuily, HO Ta He 0OpaTuiia Ha 3TO HUKAKOTO BHU-
MaHHus.

7KozenvH He3ameTHO oMopinuiack. Hpas 1eBUOHKM HUKOT/1a eil He HpaBuJics. [lypHast KpoBb!
Bcs B cBOI0 651arononyyHo NOYMBIIYIO MaTh!

BcnomuuB 0 ckoHYaBIelics coriepHutie, K0o3enrH ollyTiia, Kak IIoXxoe HaCTPOEGHUEe YJeTy-
yuBaetcs. [IpaBaa, 6;1aroqyIIHbeIi HACTPON COXpaHSJICS POBHO JI0 TOTO MOMEHTA, ITOKAa OHA CHOBA He
MojlymMasia O HeIaBHUX CJIOBaX B3/IOPHOM EBUOHKH.

— Munas, — Hauasia OHa BKpa/TYMBO, PEIIMB OOPOTHCS 3a JICHBIW 10 KOHIIA, — 3a4eM TeOe Takast
cymma? Thbl Belb IOHMMAaeEIlb, KaK OMACHO KPAaCHBOW MOJIOAON AEBYIIKE Iep:xKaThb Mpu cede 1enoe
cocTostHuE?

— Ho, marymika! — Bo3pasuna Huka, mpekpacHO Oco3HaBasi, YTO *KEHIIMHA He 3aX04eT OTJa-
BaTh TaKylo cymmy. [IJ1s1 3TOro Muipa JBe THICSIUH 30JI0THIX MOHET JAEHCTBUTEIILHO ObLITA BHYIIIUTEIIb-
HBIM KarutaioM. — 51 Benb Oyay 3amyskeM 3a koposieM! Kto mocmeer 3a0parth ICHbIM Y MEHSI, KEHBI
Koposns?!

— Bot umenno! — KozenuH B3mMaxHyna pykamu. — K uemy Te6e 30710Thie MOHETHI? — CITPOCHIIA
OHa, TMOJYMaB MPH 3TOM, YTO BOCIIOIb30BATHCSI MU TaI4epulla Bce paBHO He ycrieeT. Eciu yuecTs,
Kakoe MPOKJISITAE HABKCIIO HAJl KOPOJIEM, JIHU AJISWHBI ObUTH COUTEHBI. AX, eCJi Obl TOJIBKO MOXKHO
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ObLIIO TIPOCTO HACTOATH! YBHI, TPeOOBAIOCH coryiacue HeBecThl. Koposb, KOHEUHO, THpaH U KPOBO-
Ui, HO OpaTh B XKeHY AEBYIIIKY, HE COIJIACHYIO C TUM OpaKkoOM, TOUHO HE CTaHeT.

«MoxeT, MpUrpo3uTh CMepThIO?» — nogymMana Ko3enuH, oKuabiBas MaJuyepully OLIEHUBAIO-
muM B30IsIoM. CTOMIIO MOMPOOOBATh.

— Bceerna ecth BEpOATHOCTD CIIOTKHYTBHCS HA JIECTHULIE, — BKPAJAYMBO ITPOM3HECIIA KEHIIMHA, a
MOTOM MPUJIOKMIIA K TYOaM IUIaTOK, CliesiaB BUII, YTO 3TO HE U3 €€ PTa BHIPBAIOCH MTPEAYIPEkKICHHUE.

Huka c sHTy3na3mMoM KuBHYIA.

— Hla, g1 B Kypce, — cka3ajia oHa. — KameHb ellie MOXeT Ha rojioBy ynacTh WJIM JIOIIAb MOHE-
CTH, — sIpKasl yJIbIOKa OcBeTHIa Mujioe cumnatuyaoe anio. C Hell Takue (oKychl He poiayT. Yto
el yrpo3bl Mayexu, Koraa Bepeau Kaal Oosee cepbe3Hblid MPOTUBHUK ?

Ha camom nene Beponuka Obiia B yxace. MaJio TOro 4ro oHa oka3aiach B IPyroM MUpPE, Tak
el cpa3y He NOBE3JIO NONACTh B OYEHb 3aTPYJHUTENIbHYIO CUTYalMI0. ElMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHa MorJia
ceiyac criesiaThb, 3TO MOMBITATHCS BHIUTH U3 MOJIOKEHHS C HAMMEHBIIMMHU MOTEPSIMHU.

KozenuH 3aI0XHyJIaCh OT BO3MYIIEHHS. DTa JIeBUOHKa el yrpoxana? BosmyturensHo! Kem
oHa ce0s1 cunraa?!

Ecnm 661 Huka crplinana ee MbICid, TO HEMPeMEHHO MOCTenia Obl 3aBepUTh BIIEUATINTEb-
HYIO JKEHIIIMHY, YTO HE MMeJia HIYEro TAKOTO B BUY, IIPOCTO O3BYUYMJIA Pa3HbIE CIIOCOObI YCTPaHEHU ST
HE:KeJIaTeJIbHbIX JIEMEHTOB.

— Jla KaK Thl cMeelb? — BBIIOXHYJIA CKBO3b 3yObl JKeHIIMHA. — 51 TeOst pacTuia, KopMuia, ofie-
BaJaA...

— [Nonropna, — nepedusu ee. — Bel 3aMyskeM 3a MOMM OTIIOM BCETO IMOJro/a, A0porast MaTyIIKa.

7KosenuH 3amHynack, a MOTOM BIOXHYJIA U BBIIOXHY/1a. Heyxenn ¢ 1eBYOHKOM Bceraa ObUIo
TaK CJIOKHO pa3roBapuBath? [loueMy co3aaBaioch Takoe OllyleHre, 4To AJISiHA Ha/l Heil IOIPOCTy
u3aeBajach?

— CT0 30J10TBIX, — HaYaJla OHAa TOPTH, PELLUB, YTO CKOPO €€ KeIaHUs UCTIOTHSTCS.

[Taguepuia Bce paBHO ympeT. Tak cTOMIIO JIM NEepeKrBaTh U3-3a Mapbl HUUYETO HE CTOSILIUX U
HE UMEIOIMX HUKAKOro Beca cjioB? YTo el Moria czienarh IeBYOHKA, Y KOTOPOM HUKOTO 3a CIIUHOU
He ObUTO?

JIBe ThICSIYM, KOHEUHO, OoJTbIast cymma, Ho boHe ObuTH Gorathl.

BcrioMHUB 0 TOM, UTO CKOPO BCe 3TO OOraTcTBO OKaKETCs B ee pykax, ’Ko3ennH eapa He 3axJie0-
HyJsack cmoHoi. Ee (panTasus nemeyienHo B30yHTOBasIach. [lepen BHyTpeHHMM B30pOM ITPOHECIIOCH
cuactimBoe Oyayiee. HyxkHoO mpocTto HeMHOro notepriets. ToponuThest HeKy/a.

Ceituac oHa OT/IaCT NaAuepuIly 3a KpoBaBoro koposis. [Iorom, MakcuMyM yepes napy Mecs1eB,
OYeHb MPABAONOA0OHO MOTUIAYET HaJl €e MOTUJION, a TIOCyIe HAYHET MOCTETIeHHO BOIUIONIATh B KM3Hb
TUIAHBI TIO U30ABJICHUIO OT HA/IOEBIIIEr0 MYKUYMHBI, KOTOPHI HE TaK JaBHO CTaJl €€ MYyKEM.

7KozenuH 10 cux Nop He BEpuJia, UTo el BCce-TaKU y/Iajoch BHINTH 3aMyk 3a rpacda bone. OHa
CTOJIBKO JIET OblJTa €ro JIIOOOBHMILIEH, UTO YKe U He Yasila KOoraa-HUOYyAb CTaTh O(UIMAIBHON CITyT-
Hutel. He 3ps roBopsT, 4to 3a TeprieHue Bo3gaercs!

Xopo11o, YTO OHa YMYIpUJIAch IBAALATH JIET Ha3aja 3a0epeMeneTh U poauTh Karamuny. Torna
3TO COOBITHE KA3aJI0Ch €1 KOHIIOM cBeTa. JIerkuii ompt nociie ouepeAHoro 6ana 3akOHIMICS He TaK,
Kak IuiaHupoBaia sKo3euH.

JKenmuHa ynpy4yeHHO B310XHyJa. Eil cTonbko MpUIIUIOCh NEpeXUTh 3a 3TU rofsl. Pa3se oHa
He ObLTa JIOCTOMHA KaneJbku cuacthsa? Tem Oornee ee HeIHENTHUI My el 00s3an! Eciiu Obl He ero
HEC/IepXKaHHOCTh TOTJA, ABALATh JieT Ha3aj, JKo3eluH He MPUILIOCh Obl CTOJIBKO JIET JKUTh Kak
usrow! OH pa3pyim ee Ku3Hb! YKpaa MOJoA0CTb!

— JIBe ThICSUM, — BBIPBAJ €€ U3 TSKEJIbIX BOCTIOMUHAHHIA TOJI0C AJISIHBI.

Hernpusi3HeHHO TMOIIISI/IEB HA XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMOE JIMIIO (JIeBUOHKA ObUIa BBUTUTON Matephbio!),
7Ko3zenuH BepHy/Iach B HBIHEIIIHUN MOMEHT.

— ITaTecor.
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— JIBe ThICSIUM, MaTyIIka, — BepoHuKa yibIOHyachk. — DTOro JOKHO XBATUTh HA Mapy IUIaTheB
Y TUIATKOB.

JKeHmuHa o1y THIa, YTO ee JIMIIO KpacHeeT oT Bo3mylienus. [lapa rmareeB u riatku?! Jla Ha
9TH AEHbI'M MOKHO KYIUTh JOM B CTOJHIIE!

BriioxHyB, OHa noTepra 3adyecaBimecs JagoHu. [loqymas HemHoro, 7Ko3enuH pemmia cora-
cuthes. JleHer ObUTO kajib, 3aTO TpodiemMa rocJie epecTaHeT ObITh TAKOBOW. A yepe3 mapy MecsiieB
00 AJdiiHe ¥ BOBce MOKXHO OyneT 3a0bITh. C MPOKIATHAME HE ITyTSAT!

Tem GoJiee 4TO IEHBIM BCET/Ia MOKHO BEPHYTb.

OHa capKacTMYHO CKpUBHJIA I'YOBI, CO CKPBITBIM IPE3PEHKEM TOIJISIAEB Ha YBEPEHHYIO B ceOe
neBymKy. Kyna Toit taratecs ¢ 6osee ONbITHON U TIPEOI0JIEBINEH CTOBKO KU3HEHHBIX MTPETISITCTBUN
JKEHITUHOM ?

[Tycreimkal

Koe-uro KozenuH oueHb He HPaBUIIOC.

B nocnennue mecsiipl AniiHA BHITIsiieNa Tak, OyATO MOYTH HAXOOWIach B MOTHIIE, a cerlyvac,
TBl IOCMOTPH, TIBIIIET 37I0POBbEM U CBeXecThio! A rie kpyru nof rinazamu? I'ne cepas koxa? I'ne
B3[JIs1]] YMUPAIOLIETO )KUBOTHOTO?

Hwudero storo He 6b1710!

ZKozenuH omryriajia u3-3a 3Toro CMyTHYI0 TpeBory. Eil BApyr nokasanoch, 4To ¢ najauepuiiei
YTO-TO CHJIBHO He Tak. Kak-To mo-apyromy oHa aepkaiach, CMOTpea, Ja Jaxe ropopuial

— Xoporo, — coracunack 7Ko3euH, MogyMaB, YTO Hy’KHO KaK MOKHO CKOpee OTIPaBHTh JEB-
YOHKY BO J1Bopel]. OHa OlIyTHIa, YTO BCE €€ IJIaHbl BHE3AITHO OKa3aJIMCh N0l HEBUIMMOW YTpO30il. —
S HemMeJIeHHO MOTOBOPIO C TBOMM OTIIOM, — noOaBuia 7KosenuH u nogHsiack. [loueMy-To eit kaza-
JIOCh, YTO CJIe/lyeT TIOTOPOIUTHCS.

— HyxHo 51 Tak criemuTh, Joporast Matymka? — 9yTh YAWBICHHO TOMHTEepecoBaslach Huka,
el[Ba 3aMETHO MPUIIypHB I71a3a.

OT Hee He YKPBIIOCh, YTO COOECEIHHUIIA CTalla OYeHb TPEBOKHOM.

— Ham He crniemyer 3acTaBisiTh €ro BEJIMUECTBO XKJATh, — HACTABUTENBHO CKazasa JKo3esnH, co
CJIAJJKUM TPEBKYIIIEHUEM MTPEICTABHB, YTO MaUEPUILy JKIET BO ABOPIIE MPOKIATOTO KOPOJISL.

Ona HeHaBunena Mapenb — Math AdiiHbl. W 3Ta HEHABHUCTb €CTECTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM HalllIa
CBOE MPOIOJIKEHNE B OTHOIIEHHH K JieByIke. [laxe cMepTh Mapeib He MoIJia yHATh OOUIY, KOTOPYIO
JIOJITME TOlbl Tania B ayiie 7KOo3e/rH.

Huka He crasia criopuTh, pelms, YTO STUM JIMIIb BBI3OBET elile Oosbiiie nogo3penuil. OHa rpa-
IIMO3HO MOJHSIACH, ONPABUJIA 00Ky U YJIBIOHYIACH.

— Tornma s mo¥igy K OTIly ¢ BaMH, AOpOrasi MaTyIlKka, — Mporneja OHa, IJIsi/s, KaK KeHIUHA
riepe/1 Hel efiBa CIepKUBaeTCs, YTOOBI He TIOMOPIIUTHCS.

— 51 Mory cama emy Bce paccKazarh.

— Hy uro Bbl, — Huka otMaxHynacek. — 1o Beib Moe Oyayiee. f JoKHa y4acTBOBaTh B €r0
CTPOMTEITbCTBE.

7KosenrH HEMHOTO MoAyMaJa, a TOTOM BCe-TaKy HEXOTs KMBHYA. Pe3ynbrar Bce paBHO OyneT
MIPEKHUM, TaK CTOUT JIM TIEPEkKUBATH?

I'padp Kenom Bowe, orterr mponuioil Xo3siKu Tesla, B KOTOpoe HelaBHO mnonaia BepoHuka,
BCTPETHUJI UX YAUBJIEHHO. W 117151 3TOr0 MMenuch npudrHbl. OH XOpo1o 3Haul, 4to JKo3e/1uH Ha caMoM
Jesie He JoOWIa ero 104b OT MepBoro Opaka. A cama AJiHA ObLIa CIMIIKOM c1ada Toclie BCero,
YTO C HEH MPOM3O0IILIO B MOCIETHIE MECSIIBI.

BcrioMHUB 0 mocTynKe NMepBOM JKeHbI, KOTOPBIA CTOMJI CIIUIIIKOM JJOPOTO, rpad HaXMypHIICS.

JKenuBimchk Ha Mapesb, OH M TIOJyMaTh HE MOT, YTO MHOTO JIET CITyCTsI HAlJIeT CBOIO XKeHY
MEPTBOH PS/IOM C KEPTBEHHBIM ajITapeM, Ha KOTOPOM OyIeT MpUBs3aHa UX A0Ub!

10 3penuiie ObUI0 HACTOIBKO HEBO3MOXKHBIM, YTO OH €[IBa MOT IIOBEPUTh CBOUM IJIa3aM.
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[Nocne Toro mHS ocraBmasicss KaKUM-TO OOpa3oM B JKMBBIX JIEBYIIKA MOCTENIEHHO yracana.
Koneuno, Kenom 3aBosiHOBasICS, pUriaciil mara. BepaukT oka3ascs HACTOJIbKO HEBEPOSITHBIM, YTO
B HETO CJIOKHO OBbLJIO TIOBEPUTH!

Mapeis, ero munas 1 joopast MapeJb, KOTOpasi Bcerjia BhIIJisiie/ia HeBUHHOW M KPOTKOM, OKa-
3aJ1ach YepHBIM MaroM, TUIAaHUPOBABIIMM OTHSTH y OYEPU TeJlo, B KOTOpoe coOupaliach mepece-
JIMThCS TIocIie 00psIa, 3aNPeIeHHOr0 BO BceX KOPOJIEBCTBAX elle MAThCOT JIeT Hazaj!

OH naxe He 3HaJI, uTo Mapeins Obta Mmarom!

Otkyna? Kro? Korna? JlecaTku BOpOCOB TECHUJIMCH B TOJIOBE.

OH kopu ceds 3a TO, YTO HE YBHUET TOTO.

[Nonavasy ObUT CTMIITKOM BITIOOJIEH (XOTSI 3TO COBCEM He MEIaio eMy BpeMsi OT BpeMEHH BCTpe-
YaThCs C JPYIMMHU KSHITMHAMM), [IOTOM 00pa3 TUXOW W TIOKOPHOM KeHbI HACTOJIBKO YKOPSHUJICS B
ero rosose, 4to JKeaoM 1 mogymath He MOT, UTO OHa MOIJIa CKPBIBaTh B ce0e TaKylo YEpPHYIO CYTb.

Poaureneit Mapenb K 9TOMy MOMEHTY yike He ObUIO B KMBBIX, TOSTOMY CIPOCHThH Y HUX YTO-
00 He MPeNCTaBsIoch BO3MOXHbIM. Cama Mapenb He XpaHuia npH ceOe HUKAKUX JHEBHUKOB
WJIM 3arucen.

I'padpy mpunuiocs nosarateCs JMIIb Ha CJI0Ba HaHATOro mara. M TOT mocie mpoBepkH Tena
MOKOWHOM >keHbl JKemoma 3aBepuit rpada, uTo ero cynpyra Obuia CHIIBHO OOJIbHA.

Ee nyxoBHOe Tesio ObUIO IOBpekIeHO. BEposSTHO, UMEHHO 3TO U CTaJIO PUIUHOM, IO KOTOPO
OHa pelInsIach Ha TAKOW YYJOBHUIIHBINM IIAT.

I'pacp He OBLT XOPOIIMM YEIOBEKOM, HO JAaxe JIIsl Hero MOJOOHBIA MOCTYIOK Ka3ajcs BO3MY-
TuTebHBIM. Ho BOJTHOBaO ero axke He 3To, a ONACHOCTb, KOTOpasi HABUCIIA HaJl €r0 FOJIOBOM.

VIMeHHO MO3TOMY OH Kak MOXHO CKOpee IOC/Ie CMEPTH NEPBOM KEHbl KEHUJICS TOBTOPHO.
STUM OH CJIOBHO MBITAJICA CTEPETh O30PHOE MPOIILIOE.

— Yro Bac npuBeso Ko MHe? — CIPOCUJI OH, IOJHUMAsACh C KPecnia, B KOTOPOM paHee CUie,
MpoCMaTprBasi (PUHAHCOBBIE JOKYMEHTBI.

JleHer B 3TOM rofy ynajioch coopath ere MeHbIIe, YeM B IPOILIoM. [IpoKIIsAThIe X0o1a MIoXo
BJIVISLIT HA yPOJKail.

— AX, oporoii, — 7Ko3enuH nogouuia v JackoBo MOLEI0Bala CyIpyra B IIEKY.

I'pacp He cTan yKIJIOHATHCS, XOTSI eMy He CJIMIIIKOM HpaBWJIach Takas myoanyHast 6mmu3octs. OH
B KOTOPBIM pa3 MOAyMaJl, YTO MOCHElI, B3sB B keHbl Ko3eauH. B ToT MOMEHT eMy XOTesoch Kak
MOXHO CKOpee MPUKPHITh MPECTYIUICHUE TIePBOM JKEeHBI, a JaBHsS JIOOOBHUIIA, UMEIOIasi OT HEro
pebeHKa, Ka3aiach MOAXOSIINM BAPHAHTOM.

[ycth nydiie 0 HeM OONTAIOT KaK O TOM, KTO MOPTUT KEHIIMH, YeM 3arofo3psAT B CBSI3U C
YEpHBIM Marom, MpaKkTUKYIOIMM 3alpelieHHbIE PUTYaIbL.

Ecnu takoe poizer 1o koposs, To rpada He cnaceT Aaxke To, yTo Mapenbs MeptBa, a Kemgom
COBCEM He 3HaJl, KeM OHa Obl1a! EMy CHecyT rojiioBy B TOT ke JeHb!

W He TonbKo emMy, HO M BCeM €ro IoMoyvajiiam u aaxe ciayram! Masoe v 1e0 — yepHblid mar!
I'pad cnpiman, 4To KOPOJIb BBLKET 1IEJI0€ IOCENIEHNUE, B KOTOPOM, I10 CTyXaM, IPUIOTUJICSI HEKPOMAHT!
Hu karm xanoctu u coxanenuii! A Beib TaM KWIO HE MEHbIIIe TATUCOT ayi!

B obmiectBe, KOHEYHO, HE OOOILTM BHUMAHHUEM MOCTYINOK rpada. OH MHOTO pa3 CIbIaj, Kak
HaJl HUIM TIOTEIAIOTCS U3-3a TOTO, YTO OH JKEHWJICS Ha CTapOy JTIOOOBHUIIE, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI B3SITh B
’KEHbI MOJIOAYI0 eBYIIKY. Ho B Takue MOMEHTHI rpad TONbKO 00J1eryeHHo Beiabixamt. [Tycts 6onraiot,
I[JIaBHOE, YTO OHU HE 3HAIOT MpaB/ibl!

— Hama munas AssiiHa u3bsiBUIIA KeJTaHUE 3aMEHUTh Hally Joporyio KaranuHy, — rpycTHO
B3/I0XHYB, Ipou3Hecna KozenuH. —  melTanack OTTOBOPUTH €e! — ropsuo 3aBepuiia Myka KeH-
muHa. — Ho oHa HacTanBaer.

Kenom ynuBiieHHO B3/iepHYJ OPOBU M TIOCMOTPEN Ha TUXYIO J104Yb. AJI9MHA BBIPOCTIAa HACTOS-
el kpacapuiiei. OHa Oblia gaxe OoJiee MpUBJIEKaTeIbHOM, YeM ee MOKOWHAs MaTh. BOT ToJbKO rpad
C TPYIOM CMOTpEJ Ha CBOI0 MJIaAlIylo 104b. la, XoTs AndiiHa OblTa pokJIeHa B 3aKOHHOM Opake,
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7Kozenun ynanock 3abepemMeHeTh mepBoi. [ st Ha AJRIHY, OH KaXkbli pa3 BCHOMUHAJ 00 yrpose,
KOTOpYIO IpuHecna B ero 1oM Mapenb. VI HemMHOro modamBasicsi, 4to AJsiiHa MoIIa yHACJIeA0BaTh
CTpallUHbI Jap MaTepH.

— D710 npaBaa? — CIPOCKJI OH, BTAHE MOyMaB, YTO MOJOOHOE OBUIO ObI JIyUIIIUM BBIXOIOM.

I'ne-to ri1yGOKO BHYTPH €ro cepiiie eKHYJI0, Be[b TaK JyMaTh O BEPOSITHOM CMEPTH COOCTBEH-
HOW J0YepU JYpHO, HO Trpad TOPOIUIMBO 3aTOJIKAJ BCE COMHEHHMsI B CaMyl0 TEMHYIO 4acTb CBOEW
AYIIH.

JKanocts 1 m000Bb K JOoUYepr eMy ceiidac He omoryT. OH 00s13aH qyMaTh Oojiee TII00aTbHO.
Ecnu craneT n3BecTHO, kKeM Obllla ee MaTh M KeM MOXeT CTaTh AJIRIHA, TO ceMbio BoHe coTpyT ¢ nuia
3emui. OH HEe MOT 3TOr'0 MO3BOJIUTS!

Emy u Tak He Be3710. OH CTONBKO JIET MBITAJICS 3a4aTh HACTIEAHUKA, HO HUYEro He MOy YrIoCh.
Jla, IMEHHO 3TO ¥ CTaJI0 MPUYMHON CTOJIb YACTON CMEHBI JIDOOBHHII.

U 310 He onpaBaanue! Bo3aMokHO, B caMOM Havajie OH MPOCTO HEMHOTO YBJIEKCS, HO TIOCIIe
eMy MPUXOAMIIOCH TyMaTh UCKTIOUUTENIBHO O CriaceHun (paMuimu!

Ecnu on otripaBut Kk kopomio Katanuny, To BCKope oHa MOrMOHET 13-3a MPOoKJIsATHS. [ledanbHo,
HO Y HEro ecTh ellle OJHA J0Yb. BOT TOJMBKO JyXOBHOE TeO AJISIHBI SIBHO OBbLIO MOBPEXIECHO MPH
puryane! A 3TO O3HAYaeT, YTO U MJIAANIAs I04Yb, POXKJICHHASI OT MEPBOM KEHbI B 3aKOHHOM Opake,
OYeHb CKOPO MOKUHET 3TOT MHUP.

W uro y Hero ocranercsi? Huvero! V Hero Oosblie HeT feteit! A caM OH aBHO yKe He MaJTbuK.
Huxaxoi Hage K abl.

[ToaToMy MBICITH OTHPABUTH K KOPOJI0 IMEHHO AJISIHY MIHOBEHHO TMOKa3asach Kenomy cro-
smeid. KonedHo, 109b kaJib, HO OHAa BCE PAaBHO BCKOPE YMPET, TaK 1moyeMmy Obl He COBMECTHTh HEH3-
0exXHOe C TIOJIe3HbIM?

A y Hero B UTOre OCTaHeTCs 3[J0pOBasi CTapilasi 104b, Hajl KOTOPOU He OyJeT BUCETh HUKAKOTO
MPOKJISTHUS.

[ToToM oH oTIacT ee 3a KakOro-HUOYIb MEJIKOTO OapoHa U 00SI3aTeIbHBIM YCJIOBUEM KEHUTHOBI
0003HAYUT TO, YTO (haMUJIKS TIEPBOTO ChIHA, POIUBILETOCS B 9TOM Opake, Oynetr bone. Takum o6pa-
30M OH 00ECIeUlT CEMbE 3aKOHHOTO MTPEEMHHUKA.

I'pa¢p 31, UTO jKEHa TPe3UT OTAATh JAOYb 3a replorckoro HacnenHuka. HauBnas! Hu onun
replor He OTJACT CTapIIIero ChiHa B APYTYI0 ceMbio. [109TOMy MM HYKHO HAalTH KOTO-TO, KTO HYK/Ia-
ercst B AeHbrax. Takasi ceMbst OMIET Ha MOJOOHBIH IIar ¢ paJ0CThI0 M OTPEYETCsl OT MEPBOTO BHYKA.

Korga moub pemmrensHo KuBHYMA, Tpad oTBepHyscsa. OH He XOTes, YTOObI KTO-TO 3aMETHI
CHEPKaHHYIO PAJIOCTh HA €ro JMIe. A ellle OH HEMHOTO CTBIIMJICS 9TOTO YyBCTBA.

Bo3morkHo, 7KetoM pyKOBOICTBOBAJICS XOIOAHOM JIOTUKOM, HO CEp/IIE MOICKA3bIBAJIO, YTO OH
00s13aH OBUT MOAYMaTh €I1le U HANTU WHOM BBIXOM, TP KOTOPOM HUKOMY HE TIPUJIETCS KEPTBOBATD
COOOI.

Ho 370 ObLT camblii IPOCTOM U JIOTUYHBIH Iy Th, TIOITOMY I'pad MyCTh U C yTPhI3EHUSIME COBECTH,
HO Bce-Taku npuHsu1 ero. OH OCO3HaBaJI, YTO B MHOM CIIy4ae MPHUIETCS 3a/IelCTBOBAThH CIIMIIKOM
MHOTO JyIIEBHBIX U (DMHAHCOBBIX PECYPCOB, a JIIsl HErO 9TO OBUIO HE CJIMIIKOM MPHUBJIEKATEIbHBIM.
[TyTh HAMMEHBILIETO COMPOTUBJIEHUS TTIOJTHOCTHIO €0 YCTpanuBall.

— Tol Xxopomo nogymana? — 4yTh MPOKAIUISIBIINCH, CIIPOCKI Tpad M CKONB3SAIIMM B3IJISIOM
MOCMOTpEJ Ha JJ0Yb.

— MBI MOXeM MOroBOpUTH HaequHe? — BOMPOCOM Ha Borpoc otBeTtwia Huka. OT Hee HUYero
HE YKpbUIOCh. YeM OoJibllie OHa BUENA, TEM CHIIbHEE Mpe3rpasia BCe 3TO CEMENCTBO.

— Munas, o 4eM TyT ellie ToBOpuTh? — BMemaiach sKozenrH. OHa BAPYT UCITyTrajiach, 4To Majl-
YyepHlia HAYHET IJIECTU CBOM MHTPUTH. — ThI BeJ]b €I1le COBCEM HEJIAaBHO CJIE3HO YMOJIsiIa MEHsI OTIpa-
BUTh UMEHHO TeOs1.

— He Bonnyiitech, — BepoHnka TUX0 XMBIKHYJIA, — IOpOTasi MaTyIIKa, MOM JaJbHEHIINe CJIOBa
He Oy/IyT KacaTbCsl MOETO 3aMyKeCTBa.
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— O, npasna? Toraa o uem?..

— Beuiiinu, KozenwH, — npukasan rpad, nepeduB CIUIIKOM JIIOOOIBITHYIO Cynpyry. Emy He
XOTEJIOCh TOBOPHTH € IOYEPHIO C T71a3y HA IV1a3, HO JKeHa MPOSIBIIsIa U3JIUIIHINA HTYy3ua3M. Heooxo-
AUMO OBLJIO TTOCTABUTD €€ Ha MeCTO!

KozenrH 000KI1a Myska HEJIOBOJIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, TMOfkKasa ryObl M BCe-TaKM BBIILIA, HATIO-
CJIEIOK TIOCMOTPEB Ha MaJUepULLy ITpeLypexkIatoLe.

— O 4yeM THI XOTeJIa MOTOBOPUTH? — CIIPOCUJI Tpad M OTOIIEN K OKHY, paccMaTpuBasi yepes
MYTHOE TOJICTOE CTEKJIO YHBUIbINA NeU3aK.

Ha camowm zienie emy ObLIO cilerka HeyloTHO. JIETKUiA cTpax 3acTaBJIsiyI €ro AePXKaThCs MOAIIbIIE
OT JI0YEepH, BeJb KTO 3HAET, KAKKE CUJIBI B HEH TaWIMCh! A BAPYT OHA yXke CTajla YepHbIM Marom?!

— AX, oren, — Huka TMxo BCXJIMITHYJIA M cesa B Kpecno. [JJoctaB U3 KapMaiika IjiaTok, OHa
MPUHSIACh YTUPATh CIIE3BI.

Ona ObUTa yauBJIeHa TeM, KaK MPOCTO CMOIJIA BBIIABUTH U3 cedsl cie3bl. PaHble y Hee He 1modty-
4aJloCh IJIAKaTh 110 3aKazy.

— MHe Tak CTpariHo, — ’kajgo0HO JoOaBUIa OHA, KpaeM Iia3a HaOmoaas, Kak HalpsArIuch TUiedn
rpaca. — ['oBOpAT, KOPOJIb MPOKJIAT. A elie TOBOPSAT, YTO OH CTPAILIEH U CYPOB.

— He nosropsii 3a niymniiamu, — npoBopyast JKengom. MoxHO 1oyMaTh, OH CaM He CJIbIIal BCe
9TU CIIyXH, KOTOPBIE JABHO YK€ CTaJIM MPaBJIOH.

Koponb neiicTBUTeNIbHO OBLT MPOKJIST, CTPAIlieH (He BHEIIHE, KOHEeYHO) U cypoB. OH HUKOTIA
He Konedacs. Ecim uyTo-To ObUT0 eMy He 0 HpaBy, OH pacrpaBJisiics ¢ 3TUM B3maxoM pyku! Tosbko
nojgymMaB 00 3ToM, rpad OIIyTHII, KaK Y HEro CBeJio XUBOT. Ero BeJMYecTBO HU B KOEM Cllydae He
JOJDKEH y3HaTh, KeM Oblia Mapenbs! Hukoraga! Hu npu kakux oOcrositenbeTBax !

[NoBepHyBIIMCH K 104YepH, Tpad MOCHENTHO CTep C JIMIA OO0 HaMeK Ha CTpax.

— Pa3 TI pemiiia ctath eMy XKeHOM, TO IOJKHA OT3BIBATHCS O HEM JIMIIb MOYTUTEIBHO, — CKa3all
oH. — M B moO0oM ciydae TeOe He CTOUT MOBTOPSITh 9TU HeJlerible Cyxu. Eciu ero BemuecTBo y3HaerT,
TeOs1 Oy/IeT K/1aTh CYpOBOE HaKa3aHWe.

— Jla, xoHeuHo, — npouenTana Huka, cogporasick. OHa Haciymagack 0 KOpoJsie JOCTaTOYHO,
YTOOBI TBEPIO PELINTh: HY’KHO OekaTh MPH MEePBOM BO3MOKHOCTH. — DTO Takasi 4eCTh — CTaTh €ro
KEHOU, HO, OTeIl, sl BBIHYX/ICHA TIPOCUTH TeOsT O HEOOJIBIIION YCITyTe.

—T'oBopu, — MUIIOCTHBO paspenin rpad, paccaadisisich, U ¢ ISTKUM COMHEHUEM OIJIsIIeT 10Yb.

Kaxercs, Amsiina uzmenwnacek. [locne toro uto ciyuunock ¢ Mapenb, Kegom crapaiicsi He
CJIMILIIKOM YacTO KOHTaKTHUPOBaTh C Jouepbio. OH BHUET, KaK OHA C KaXIbIM THEM CTaHOBUJIACh CJia-
6ee. HeTpyaHo ObLIO MOHATH, YTO YEPHBINA pUTYyasl HaHEC AJISIHE HETONPABUMBINA Bpe.

Bo3MorkHO, ee MOKHO OBUIO CTIACTH, HO Tpad He coOMpaics HAaHUMaTh liesmTesnel. Yem MeHblie
Jofiel OyJieT B Kypce 9TOU CTpaIIHOW TalHBI, TeM Jiyuliie s Hero. OH U Tak CIUTyTHJI, KOT/a ToHa-
YaJly IPUIJIACKJI Mara. 3a 3TO MPUILLIOCH MO3XKE PacCTaThCsl C BHYIIUTEIBHON cyMMoN. 2Keiom Haje-
SUICSI, YTO AGHBI'M 3aKPOIOT Mary por.

OH Cc HEKOTOPBIM HETEPIIEHUEM KAaJl, KOTAa 10Yb YMPET, Beb OHA MpeJCTaBiIsiia yIrpo3y, HO
HECKOJIbKO JIHEeW Ha3aja AJPiHA Hadana oxuBaTh. ['pad ObLT B OTUasiHUM, a TYT Takas MpeKpacHast
BO3MOKHOCTB !

— Moii rapnepo0, — cIOBHO cTecHsisicb, Huka 3amsiach. — OH cOBceM He TOIXOAUT KEeHE
Kopousi. §1 6010Ck, UTO MEHS, a 3HAYNT, U BaC, IOPOTrO OTell, BLICMEIOT B CTOJIMIIE.

I'pacp obneryenHo BoIOXHYA. OH Qymall, 4To JO4Yb XOTeJsa MOTOBOPUTH O YeM-HUOY/Ib Cephes-
HOM, a JIeJIO JIMIIb B IPOCTHIX Tpsinkax! OH xMbIKHYJ. JKeHmuHbl. Hazx ee ronoBoii HaBUCIa yrposa
CMEpTH, a OHa JyMaJia TOJIbKO O IJIaThsix! DTa MBIC/Ib OTAAACh B €ro cepiue npespenuem. OH ory-
THJ ceOsl CIIOKOIHee, Be/lb caM OH JyMaJ 0 0oJiee BO3BBIILICHHBIX Bellax !

— KoneuHo, 0 4eM Thl TOBOpHIIIb, — OJIATOAYIIHO CKa3asl OH. — Thl MOIJIa ¥ HE CIpaIlMBaTh
meHst. § yBepeH, ’KosenuH nana Obl TeOe rmapy COTeH 30J0ThIX.

10



C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

— Ho 3toro maino! — Bo3pasuna Huka. — B cronune Bce tak goporo! TkaHu cToAT cIvIIKOM
MHoro. Ha mapy coteH s1 cMory 3aka3arth juiib napy ruatbeB! [oxkanyiicta, otell, Mbl HE MOXeEM
MOCPAMHTh HaIly ceMbl0. MosI TOKOMHAS MATYIIKA. .. — OHa MHOTO3HAYUTEIIHO 3aMOTJaia, IIOCMOT-
PEB Ha 0TI U3-TIO]] PECHHUII.

Cepnue rpacda ucnyraHHO €KHYJIO ITpY YIIOMUHAHUU TIEPBOM KEHBI.

— XO0po11o, — TOPOIUIMBO MPOU3HEC OH, YyBCTBYs, KaK TeJIO MOKPBUIOCH XOJIOAHBIM TIOTOM. —
Ckaxwu, ckompko Tebe HykHO? TosbpKO, Mpolny, He CTOMT TOBOPUTh O CBOEH MaTepu B CTOJHIIE.
ITO... — OH 3aIHYJICS, HE 3HasA, Kak 0OOCHOBATH CBOIO TTPOCHOY, a IOTOM HEJIOBKO BBIIOXHYIT, — OyJeT
HEYMECTHO.

Emie 61!

Huka BHyTpenHe nomopimiaack. OHa 1axe B KaKOM-TO CMbICTIe MoHuMara rpada. Y Hee octa-
JICh BOCIOMHMHAHUSI 9TOTO TeJla, TOITOMY OHA XOPOIIO MOMHUJIA, YTO CIIYYHIIOCh C AJTSHHOM.

HagepHoe, cambiM OOJIE3HEHHBIM /IS IEBYIIKH ObLIO Jake HE OIIYIIEHUEe HACUIIBHO BBITSTHU-
BaeMOi1 U3 Tesa IyIId, a YyBCTBO MIyOOKOro npeaareiberBa. OHa He OXHUlaia TAaKOTo MOCTYIKA OT
COOCTBEHHOU MaTepH, BeJ/ib Ta BCer/ia Belia ceOsl JJACKOBO U HEXKHO.

Putyan HaHec neByIKe HEM3IIAAMMYIO TyIIeBHYIO TpaBMy. U 310 He KpacuBbie cioBa! [Iyxos-
Hasl COCTaBJISIONAast AJDIHBI JEUCTBUTENBHO OKa3aiach MoBpeskaeHa. CBI3b MEXIy AYIION U TEJIOM
ObL1a HapyeHa. Marusi ctpeMHTeNIbHO MoKKAana Teso. M 31o npuseno AmsiiHy K cMeptu. [la, oHa
nepesKiia puTyal, Kak nopo3penaia Huka, n3-3a CHIBHOrO Maru4eckoro BCIUIECKA BO BpeMsl HEro,
a BOT CIPABUTHCS C MOCNIEICTBUSMU TaK M HE CMOIJIA.

Bwmecto Toro utoOsl ymepeTh Ha antape, AsiiHa 60posach 3a KHU3Hb eI1le HECKOJIBKO MECSILIEB.
Ona 6bL1a KpaitHe crnada, T03TOMY e[[Ba MOHUMAJIa, YTO TIPOUCXOIUT BOKPYT.

OpnHako eciu AJPiiHa He TIOHMMauIa, TO TpHIIEANas rnocie ee cMept Huka oueHb OBICTpPO
OCO3HAJIA, YTO JOPOTHE POJACTBEHHUKH Jake MajblieM He MOIIEBE N, YTOObl TOMOYb YMHPAIOIIEeH
JeByIIKe !

Ha, ycimyru mara 37ech CTOWJIM JTOBOJIBHO JOPOTO, HO COCTOsIHHME rpacda MO3BOJSIIO HAHSTH
nekapsi! Het rapanTuii, 4T0 TOT CMOT OBI IIOMOYb, HO BaXXHO BeJlb HE 3TO, a caM (pakT 3a00Thl! Ve
torna Huka noHsiia, 4To XUTh B 9TOM 3aMKe OHa HE OCTAHETCH.

— Tpu ThICSTUH, — GeccThiTHO Bhigana Huka.

I'pa¢ monepxuysncst Bozayxom. IlocMoTpeB Ha 10U, OH MOPIHYJ M HAXMY PUJICS.

— IIpoctin?

— 1 noHMMmal, YTO ITO MHOTO, — BCIUIeCHYa pykamu Huka. — Ho MHe Belib HY)XHBI HE TOJIBKO
IU1aThsl, HO U yKpallueHus!

— Iloporasi, MHE KaxkeTcs, uTo... — rpad 3amsuIcs.

CymmMma, Ha3BaHHas1 JIoYepbio, Obuta OonbInoi. Ecim coOpath Bce ero coCTosiHue, TO OH eBa
HalepeT ThIcsu mAThaecST. W 310 ecm mpoaarth 3aMOK | npuJieraiommue K Hemy 3emu! [la u noxon
B TOCJIeHHE TO/IbI cOBCeM ymall. [TocTosiHHbIE X002 U JOK/IU JIETOM YOMBAIM ypOXKail Ha KOPHIO.
Kazanoce, 6yaro camo HeO0 BOCCTAJIO TIPOTUB €ro CeMbH !

— Ilnates, JNIEHTHI, YKpallleHUs], YYJIKH, HWKHee Oelbe, — Hadajla METOIUYHO TEePEeYHCIsSITh
Huka. — U 310 51 MOmmuy o 3uMHeit ofgexne. 1 MHe HykeH He ouH Habop, a KaK MUHUMYM CEMb.

— U Bce-takm Takue AeHBIH... — rpad ObUI HE COBCEM YBEpPEH, UTO MPOCThIe TPSIIKKU CTOWIN
CTOJIb JIOPOTO.

OH HMKOrJa HEe WHTEPEeCOBAJICS IEHAaMH Ha MOJOOHBIE BElM. A KEHIIUHAM CBOMM ITPOCTO
JaBaJl KaXKIblid MECSIl ONpeIeNICHHYI0 CyMMY, He 0000 3a00TsICh, HA UYTO OHU TPATHJIM ITU JICHbIU.

— Xopoio, — rpyctHO B310xHyna Huka. — f nonumaro, 4ro 310 mHoro. Torga mo3Boib MHE
3a0paTh rapaepod Moei Matepu. Y Hee CTOJIBKO YKPAIIeHU . . .

I'pach B3ApOTrHYN M MOAHST PyKY, O€3MOIBHO TpeOys, 4TOOBI 10Ub 3amMoryania. Huka nmocmymnmHo
3aTHXJIa, C IIOOOMBITCTBOM IJIsIS HA OTIIA STOTO TeJa.
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— Xopol110, — CKBO3b 3yObl TPoOOpMOTa rpad. — TpH THICSYM — MHOTO, HO Hallla CeMbsI BITOJTHE
MOXeT cebe 9TO O3BOHTh. Tebe He CTOUT MO30PUTh HAC, ABJISASACH K KOPOJTIO B MOHOIIEHHBIX BEIaX.

— IlpaBaa? — ¢ Bocroprom cnpocuia Huka. A morom nojckoumsia Ha HOTH U cAenaja napy
I11aroB BIepe]], CIOBHO HaMepeBasiach OOHATh WM JJake TOIEIOBaTh OTIa B OJ1aroflapHoOCTb.

TOT MKHYJ ¥ IIarHyJ Ha3aj, TOCTIENTHO CKPBIB MPOMEJIbKHYBIIHMI Ha JIUIE CTPaXx.

— Hy, Hy, — cka3an oH. — Tl Bellb 3Haelllb, s He OO0 STUX HEXHOCTEH. A Tereph CTyIIai.
JleHbru OyayT rOTOBBI K TBOEMY OTBE3]LY.

— Toraa s noiiy. Ciacu6o, oter, — nporesna Huka v BBICKONb3HYIa U3 KaOUHETa.

Ona He 6ostack, 4to rpad pacckaxer 000 BceM KozenrH. MyX4nHbI OOBIYHO M3-3a O0Je3-
HEHHOU TOPIIOCTH CTapaloTCsl He pacIIpOCTPAHSTHCS O MOAOOHBIX TpaTax skeHaM. OH OaHaIbHO T0O0-
UTCS BBI3BATh CBOMM IPU3HAHKMEM MHOTO/IHEBHBIE yIIpekH 1 00BHHeHUsI. Ckopee rpad cienaet Buf,
YTO JIe1a MEeXy HUM U Jouepbio Ko3ennH Hukak He Kacaiorcsi. A Huke mogoOHoe ObUIO TONBKO Ha
pyky!

3a npeaenamu kabuHeTa ObUI0 TEMHO. M3-3a CIMIIKOM JI0pOToro TOIUTMBA 711 (haKkeIoB KOpH-
JOPBI 3aMKa OCBEIIANCH KpaiHe CKy/IHO. BpUIO He TOJIbKO TEMHO, HO M OUY€Hb XOJIOAHO, Be/lb OTall-
JIMBAJIUCHh OOBIYHO TOJIBKO XKUJIbIE TIOMEIIEHHUS.

—T'ocnioxka, — 1o3Baju ee TUXO.

Huka noBepHyach B CTOpOHY rojioca 1 npuiypuiack. OHa eiBa pa3inyuia, 4To yroi rooe-
JieHa Ha CTeHe HEMHOTO TTPUTIOTHST.

— Croga, — no0aBuJI roJioc.

— Dmp3a? — crpocuna Huka, y3HaB cBOIO ciykaHKy. BepHee, ciykaHka Oblia, KOHEYHO,
AJI3IHBI, HO TIOCJIE CMEPTH JIEBYILIKH TEpellIa B €€ OIHOE YCIIyKeHHe.

— D70 51, TOCNOXA, — TUXO MOATBEpAWIA Dib3a. — MiaemTe, moka HaC HUKTO HE YBUE.

[Tpubnu3uBIIMCh K cTeHe, Huka ckosb3Hya B TAMHBIN MTPOXO]] CIIEIOM 32 CITYKaHKOM.

— Bce rotoBo, — mpousHecia Db3a MIernoToM, KOI/la OHU OTOILIHA OT KaOMHETa Ha I0CTaTOYHOE
paccrosiaue. — CyHayku Muxail cipsiTajl B CTapoM capae Ha 3ajaHeM aBope. OH ImpHKomal ux, Tak
YTO HUKTO HE JIOJKEH HAWTH.

— Ilyctb npucmatpuBaer, — npukasana Huka. — Majio m KTo ciydaiiHo HaTkHeTcsl. Bac HUKTO
He BUIe?

— HukTo, rocroxa, — ¢ HOTKaMu TOpIOCTH CKa3asia ieBylika. — [ocrioaus rpad, BUaaTh, 0O4eHb
YK JTIOOWII Ballly MaTyIIKy, pa3 Tak ¥ He CTajl Tporath ee Bemy. [IpaBuiIbHO JI Mbl TIOCTYIIHITH, YTO
3a0pamu ux?

— DTO MOe HacNeICTBO, — yBepeHHO npousHecna Huka. — Korna B jome nosiBisiercs: Mmadexa,
TO OTeI] CTAHOBUTCS] OTYMMOM.

— Bor yx uCTHMHY roBopuTe, rOCHOXa, — TOpsYO MOAJEepKaNa ee b3a, y KOTOPO UMEICs
KpaiiHe OOJIE3HEHHBI OITBIT [0 TOMY TIOBOY.

Korga ona Obl1a MajieHbKOM, ee oTell KeHWICS MOBTOpHO. CKOpo modumasi oub repecraia
OBbITh TAKOBOW, MPEBPATUBIINCH BHE3AITHO B HAXJIEOHUILy. Mauexe oueHb OBICTPO YIaIoch YOeIuThb
I71aBy CEMEWCTBa, YTO €ro J04b OT MEepPBOM KEeHbI yKe B3pOciasi M e IaBHO Mopa padoTaTh. A Beapb
JEeBOYKe Torga ObUIO BCEro MsATH JieT! XOpolo, 4To OHa Momajia B CIYrd K rpad)CcKo jouep —
AusiiHe, nHaYe BCe MOTIJIO 3aKOHUUTHCS HE CTOJIb MPEKPACHO !

BepoHuka XMbIKHYJIA.

Bpsin 11 B TOoM, 4TO Tpad He CTan TporaTh BEUIM MEPBOM KEHbI, BUHOBATA €0 He3eMHasl
mo60Bb. OH MPOCTO MAHUYECKH OOsIJICS CHITBI Mapelib 1 T0TOMY BCSUECKH CTapajsics cleaaTh BUJ,
YTO HUKAKOH eHbl y Hero 1o JKozenuH He ObUIo.

Cpazy mocie ocMoTpa, KOria OH B CAMOM Havasie THITAJICS HalTH Kakue-HUOY/Ib 3aliCH WK
JOHEBHUKH, Tpad 3aKpblT KOMHATY Mapeb 1 3arpeTsi KOMy-JI100 K Hell PUOIMKaThCS.

Bermy BHYTpH OocTasnich Jiexkarh Ha CBOUMX MecTax. ['pad sIBHO Oosiyics, UTO jKeHa HaJIOKUIa Ha
HUX Kakue-HuOyab» nMpokisaTrs. Huka He crana nepeyoexkaath ero. 3auem? 1o Bejib TaK YIOOHO!
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K tomy ke oHa 3Haja, YTO HUKAKUX MPOKJIATUN Ha Bemax Mapenb He Obuto. Emie Asnsiina
B CBOE BpeMsl MepeTporajia ux, U ¢ Held HUUero He CIydmiock. Tak uto Huka crokoiHO BoIIa B
KOMHATy MaTepH 3TOro TeJla U coOpajia BCe, YTO MPEICTABIIAIO XOTh KaKyl0-TO IEHHOCTB, TIOCJIE Yero
npuKazayia ib3e ¢ Muxaem cripstaTh CyHAyKU rie-HUOYb, T/Ie UX HUKTO He HaiIeT.

Mo:xHO ObLJI0, KOHEYHO, OCTaBUTh BCE B KOMHATE, HO OHa BOJIHOBAJIACh 32 COXPAHHOCTD BeleH,
Be/lb 2Ko3e/IMH B OTIIMYKE OT CBOEro Myska o cuiie Mapesb He 3Hajla U BITOJTHE MOTIJIa COOJIa3HUThCS
OCTaBIIIMMMCS OT TIEPBOM KEHBI YKPAITICHU SIMU.

IMouemy He 3a0pasna 1o cux nop? Kegom He no3Bosisu1. Ho 310 Beib MOIJIO M MUBMEHUTHLCS !

ITo ee moncueram, ocTaBIIecs: OT MaTEPU JAPArOlICHHOCTH TSHY/IA He MEHbIIIe YeM Ha ThICSIY
30JI0TBIX. MHOrO, HO HEI0CTaTOYHO! 3a ABaanaTs JIET COBMECTHON KM3HU JOJDKHO OBLUIO CKOITUTHCS
ropasno Oosbiie neHHocTel. Ho ux He ObUIO B ee KOMHarte.

Pa3 Her tam, Torma rae oHu?

13



C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

I'maBa 2

BcraB nmocepenune kKomHarel, Huka IpuHsUIacCh HalpsKEHHO pa3sMBIILIATH, KyJa MaTb €€
HOBOTO TeJIa MOIJIa CIIPATaTh OCTABIIMECS APAarOLEHHOCTH.

— Jymaii, ronosa, marnky KyIuno, — npouenraia Huka, npumtypusasce.

Ecnu cnepoarh soruke, Mapenb JODKHa ObLla 3apaHee TOTOBHUTHCS K TAKOMY CEpbe3HOMY
1iary, Kak nepecesieHue n1ym. OHa ocraBuiia B KOMHATE JIMIIb CaMYI0 MaJIOCTb, YTOObI TOJIHOE OTCYT-
CTBUE LIEHHOCTEN He BhI3BAJIO NOJ03peHuil. M Kyaa-To cpsiTaia Bce OCTaIbHOE, YTOOBI HOTOM UMETh
K COOCTBEHHOCTH HEOTPAaHUYEHHBIN JOCTYIIL.

3auem oHa 310 caenana? bosiack, 4yTo 3a BpeMs ajanTalyy K HOBOMY Telty rpad Kyaa-HUOyIb
AeHer Bem camol Mapens? Omnacasach, 4TO My HE pa3pellUT «JIOYepW» yHACJIEeJOBaTh TO, YTO
IIPUHAJIEKAIIO KOTIA-TO «MaTepu»?

Huky o3apuo.

Maperb Besib coOMpasiach cTaTh AJRHHOM!

A pa3 Tak, 3HaYMT, JPAroleHHOCTH JOKHBI ObUIM HAXOIUTLCS B MECTe, JOCTYITHOM AJaiiHe!

BepoHnuka Oosee LenKuUM B3MJISA0M OCMOTpesia KOMHATY, B KOTOPO# KuJjla MOCTEAHUE JHU.

— I'me e? — npoutenTaga OHa U NPUHAIACH 3alVIAJbIBaTh B KX bIM yTOJI.

Crycts HEKOTOpO€e BpeMs OHa PyXHyJ/Ia Ha KpOBaTh M paCKUHYJIa PyKHU B cTOpoHHl. Her, Bce He
MOIJIO OBITh HACTONBKO JIerko. [ycTh B KOMHATy AJISIHBI IOUTH HUKTO HE 3aXOIUJI, HO CIyTH BCE e
BpeMs1 OT BpeMeHH 371ech youpasuch. Bpsi i Mapess crana Obl TaK pUCKOBATh.

Crycra mapy MUHYT HaIlpsKEHHOro pasmbliiieHus Huka Bckoumsia ¢ kposaru. CxBatub
(bakes, oHa OCTOPOXHO TPUOTKPBLIA ABEPH U BHIITIAHYJIA HapyKy. TuinmHa. Hukoro. HeynusurensHo,
YUMTBIBasI, YTO CTOSLIA TITyOOKast HOUb.

Beponunka He Moryia JOJIro kJarb, BEb YK€ 3aBTpa HAYHYTCS aKTUBHBIE IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS K €€
OTbE3/ly. BHICKOJIB3HYB B XOIOOHBIM KOpUIOp, Huka noexunack 1 HanpaBuilach B CTOPOHY OTAAJIEH-
HOH U MIOYTH N03a0bITON OOUTATENISIMU 3aMKa BUHTOBOH JIECTHUIIbI, BEYIlIEi Ha caMblil BEpX.

I[Tpy 5TOM OHA MPHUCITYIIMBAIKCE K JIIOOBIM LITyMaM, KOTOpbIe MOIJIM TIPEAYIPEIUTD O YbEM-TO
npuokeHnu. JKanb, 4To HesMb3s Noracuth (paked. [Jaxke ¢ mamATbIO AJISIHBI OHA BPSJL I CMOXKET
ITPOUTHUCH IO 3aMKY B ITOJTHOM TEMHOTE.

Job6pasimck 1o necTHuIbl, Beponnka 3amepna, a nocie, yoequBIIMCh, YTO HUKOTO TTOOIH30-
CTHU NO-TIPEXKHEMY HET, IOJHAIACH.

JIBepb OTKphLTack Oe3 myma.

Ha e Hukn menyieHHO nosiBuIach JOBOJIbHAS YXMBLUIKA.

He 0b110 cOMHEHUI, YTO METIIM PEryJisipHO cMa3blBasIn!

Okazasiuchk BHyTpY, Huka npukpelia 3a coOoi ABeph U Moesna (hakejoM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTO-
poHy. barrHs mMesa KpoxOoTHBIN pa3Mep U sIBHO OblIa 3a0poieHHoi. Korma-To gaBHo ciosa crammmm
KaKue-TO SIIIUKH, Ja TaK O HUX ¥ M03a0bUIH.

B nanexkom nercree AsaiiHa moOuia 311eck urpathb. Eil HpaBuiiack BbIcOTa OalllHU U TO, UTO €€
37eCh HUKTO He MOT HaiTh. OHa MoIJIa YacaMu JTI00OBaThCsl BUAOM M3 HEOOMBIIOro OKHa. BepoHuka
XOPOIIIO [TOMHUJIA, YTO 00 3TOM €€ YKPBITUM 3HaJla TOJIbKO Mapesib. AaliHa cama pacckasalia MaTtepu
OIHAXKbI.

Ecimu cynuth 1o ci1010 nbUIY, TYT AABHO HUKOTO He Obu1o. Ho ecnu nmpucMoTpeTbesi, CTaHOBU-
JIOCh MOHSATHO, YTO KTO-TO MbITAJICS CKPBITh CBOE MTPeObIBaHKE 3/1ECH.

CynyB (axken B Kpenex Ha creHe, Huka OoTonBUHYJIa HECKOJIBKO SAIIMKOB, OTKPBIB IOCTYI K
TalHUKY B noiy. Koraa-To naBHO ero Hamuia AnsiiHa. OHa npsTana TaM pasHble JETCKUE LIEHHOCTH
BPOJIE KPAaCUBOI'0 KaMH$I WJIM BLICTPYTraHHOM MuxaeM iepeBsHHOU KyKJIbl. OTell He pa3pelial J04epu
Urparth ¢ Hel, a AJPiHe OYeHb HpaBUIIACh KYKJIa, TOTOMY BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI BHIOPOCHTb, IEBOUYKA
cripsiTajla €e 3J€ech.
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C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

TaliHUK CKpBIBAJICS 32 KaMHEM, KOTOPHIA TpeOOBAJIOCh YeM-TO MPUMOAHSTh. [lonnenurs ero
aJIbI[AMU He MPEJICTABIsIOCh BOZMOXKHBIM. AJI9MHA [151 3TOrO PaHblle Iepkaia 3/1eCh CELUAIbHYIO
BETKY.

Ornapesumch, Huka TopxkectByonie XxMblkHy/1a. HyxHas BeTka Jiexkana Herozasneky. Bekope
C ee MOMOIIBI0 OHA MOJHSJIA TUIOCKUIM KaMeHb U €1Ba He BCKPUKHYJIA OT YyBCTBA MOOE/IBI.

— Jla! — BockymkHy1a Huka 1menorom, pagocTHO ¥ JTIOOOBHO OIJISEB CYHIYYKU HA JHE Tau-
HUKA.

Onu oka3ayuch Ha yauBieHue TsokeabiMu. O3asaurBiivcs, Huka npuoTkpsuia OquH U 1opa-
’KEHHO 3amepria. BHyTpu siexanu He yKpalieHus, a 30J10Tbie MOHeThl! HeyiuBUTEbHO, YTO CYHLyUKU
BECWJIM TaK MHOTO!

[TpoBepuB ocranbHbie, BepoHuka 0BOIBHO YiIbiOHYIack. OHA He cTaia CYMTaTh, HO ObUIA yBe-
PEHa, UYTO HAXO[Ka MOTSHET Ha HECKOJIBKO ThICSY MOHET.

He 6b110 11 peun 0 TOM, YTOOBI CHECTH CYHAYYKH BHU3 camoil. [TycTh OHM ObUT MaIeHbKUMH,
HO MX BeC BHyIIAJ] yBaxeHue. OHa MPOCTO BHIObETCS U3 CUJI, TIOKA OyAET NMEPEeHOCUTD UX 10 OHOMY
B CBOIO KOMHaTy. [Ja 1 omacHO 310 — OCcTaBIsATh JeHbrH y ceOsi! Mauexa HaBepHsIKa 3aUHTEpecyeTcs,
YTO NMaJyepula XpaHUT TaM TaKoe TSKeJIOoe.

Bepnys Bce Ha mecTo, Huka nogusinack. OTpsiXHYB 3ambUIeHHYIO I00KY, OHa MOXBaTHIa (pake
Y HaIlpaBUJIaCh B CBOI0 KOMHATY.

Y1poMm ee pazOyauiia CryKaHKa.

— Kak cnanocs, rocnioxa? — cripocuiia Diib3a, 3anpasiisis KpoOBaTh.

— Xopotuo, — jerko conraia Beponuka. — ITycts Muxaii cerofsi Beuepom MpHIeT KO MHE.

Snb3e ObUIO JIOOOIBITHO, HO OHA HE CTaJla CHpAINBaTh, MPOCTO Mepenaia mpockOy BepoHuku
napHio. ToT He 3acTaBuI cedsl KJaTh, KaK TOJIBKO CTAJI0 BeYepeTh, sIBUJICS B KoMHaTy Huku.

Muxaii ObUT OTHMM M3 JIMYHBIX CIyT AmaiiHbel. OHa, Db3a 1 Muxail ObLT PUMEPHO OTHOTO
Bo3pacta. Eciiu Dnb3a 3a00THIachk 0 BHEIITHEM BUjIE XO35WKH, €/le ¥ YUCTOTe B KOMHaTe, To Muxai
B3sUT Ha ceOs Tsokenylo paboty. Hanmpumep, MMEHHO OH TacKall Befpa ¢ BOIOH, Korna AJPiHe XOTe-
JIOCh IIPUHATH BaHHY, YUCTWJI KAMUH Y IPUHOCKII /1J151 HETO JIPOBA.

Muxaii onay Kk AjiiHe ciyvaiiHo. Ero ensa He 32011 10 CMEPTH TOProBell, PEIIUBIINA, YTO
MaJIbYMAIIKA YKPaJl y HETO KaKOW-TO 3aMOPCKUM (PPYKT.

[Tpoes:kaBItiass MUMO C OTLIOM IOHast 104b rpada yBUjeIa MPOUCXOAsINee U, 0Opa3HO rOBOpS,
OocTaHOBWJIA PyKy Kynma. OHa 3aruiatuia emy 3a (pyKT U 3abpajia MaJIbuuKa ¢ COOOH, yTOBOPUB
7Kenoma ro3BosuTh OECIPU30PHUKY CTATh €€ JTMYHBIM CITYTOM.

C tex nmop Muxaii ObUT MOITHOCTBIO MPeJaH CBoel rocroxe. Bmecte ¢ Dmb30ii oH 3a00TUIICS 00
AJsiiHe, cTaBs ee MPUKa3bl BbIIlIE PaclopsKeHul rpada niv rpaduHu.

Huka He Obuta 10 KOHIIa yBEpeHa B BEPHOCTH 3THX JIBOMX, HO Y Hee He ObUIo BhiOOpa. OHa He
MOIJIa CAMOCTOSITE/IbHO TIepeMeNIaTh TSKeJble CyH1yUYKH C COKPOBUILIAMH.

[Tpu mobom packiiane, nogymaia BepoHnka, MakCUMyM, YTO OHa TIOTEpsieT B Cllydae IMmpeja-
TEJIbCTBA, ITO JEHbIM. 3aTO cpa3y y3HAeT, YTO JOBepATh Muxaio 1 Djb3e Hellb3d. Jlyulie npoBepuTh
UX BEPHOCTb B TAKOW MaJIOCTH, YEM [TOTOM T'OPBKO KaJIETh.

—Hano cnipsitats ux, — menotom ckazana Huka, nepxa gaken tak, 4to0bs Muxaio ObLIO JTyuliie
BUHO CYHIYKHU.

Jla, 9TOi HOYBIO OHU MOAHSIIMCH Ha OaiHIo BaBoeM. Ecin Muxaio v ObII0 MHTEPECHO, Ky/a 1
3a4eM OHU UAYT, TO OH MOJTYAJL.

VYcnbimas ee c10Ba, NapeHb NPOCTO KUBHYI U MPUHSJICS JOCTaBaTh CyH/IyUKH.

— Wnute cnatp, rocroxka, — ckasai oH. — 51 Bce caenaio cam.

Beponuka nmocMoTpesna Ha ero npocroe, MOKphIToe OJIeAHBIMI BECHYIIIKAMHM JIAIO ¥ KMBHYJIA.

OcraBuB Muxaio onuH u3 (hakesioB, OHa BEpHYJIaCh K ceOe B KOMHATy. JJoBepsATh ObLIO CIIOKHO,
Ho Huka 3acraBuiia ceOst yCHOKOUTBCSI.
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C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

Omna He Moria OpoauTh MO 3aMKy BMecTe ¢ HUM. Ecim ero noviMatot, Muxaii Bceraa cMOXeT
MPUAYMaTh KaKylo-HHOYIb yOSAUTETbHYIO JIOKb. A €€ XOXKIEHHUsI BMECTE CO CIIYTOl TOUHO He MOUMYT.

— Muxaii npocu nepeiaTh, YTo BCe CAEaHO, FOCIOkA, — HIEMHYJIA e yTPOM Diib3a.

Huka kuBHyna 1 BeioxHya. [Toka Bce U0 XOPOIIIo.

Bpsin m KTO-TO OXMan oT AJPWHBI, YTO OHA Ociymiaercs otia u o6pocutcs B Oera. Korna
OHU TOWMYT, YTO OHA HE MPUEJET B CTONUILY, CTAaHET yke Mo3AHo0. K 3ToMy MOMeHTy oHa OyJeT Tak
JAJIEKO, KaK TOJIbKO BO3MOXKHO.

Ho Bce paBHO ciieoBasio BHIOpaTh caMoe HEOUEBUIHOE HalpaBJIeHHe, YTOObl COUTh BO3MOX-
HYIO [IOTOHIO cO cienal

Wrak, B KaKkylo CTOpoHy Oekarh?

Jluio Huku o3apmiiock, a Ha rydax 3aMrpaia npeaBKymamomas yiasioka. Ee cBeto-cepeie,
MIOXOHE Ha MPO3payHble 03epa IJ1a3a MATKO 3aCBETUIINCH.

C OoJbIIoi A0JIel BepOATHOCTH ee OyayT MCKaTh B CaMbIX OYEBUIHBIX HAMpaBICHUSAX. A
MMEHHO — B IIPOTHBOIMOJIOKHON CTOPOHE OT CTOJHUIIbHI!

Bce Benp tormuHo? YenoBek, KOTOPBIH X04eT cOekarh, OylIeT CTPEMHUTBCS OKa3aThCsl OT HEexe-
JIaTeIbHOTO MeCTa Kak MOXHO Jauibine. Pa3 Tak, To exaTh TyJa HUA B KOeM ciydae Hesb3si! [IBa qpyrux
HaripajieHus1 BepoHuka Toxe oTBepria.

OcraBasnoch TOJBKO OHO — Ha Ior. IIpsimo B cronmmiy! Bepree, oHa coOupaniach B KakoW-TO
MOMEHT OOOTHYTh €€ U IpoexaTh MuMo. EfqBa s Te, KTo OyzeT mpecieioBaThb ee, 10raaloTcs, YTo
OHa MPOCKOJIb3HYJIA MPSMO IO UX HOCOM !

BepoHnuka Tuxo paccmesiiack, HO B CJIEAYIOIINI MUT odopBasia cMex. He cromno mpa3qHoBath
nobOey 3apaHee, MHaue HeOeca paccepisATcs Ha TaKyld CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh M OOpyIIaT Ha Harjera
3aciy’keHHYIO Kapy!

ITpukpeiB pot pykoii, Huka nornisena HaBepx.

— Huyero takoro, — mporienTtana oHa ¥ B3I0XHYJI.

PanplIie oHa He OblJTa HACTOJIBLKO BEPYIOIIEH, HO TPYJHO COMHEBATHCS B CYILIECTBOBAHUYU HEKOM
BBICIIIEH CYIIIHOCTH, KOTJJa Thl KAKMM-TO 00pa30M OKa3ajach B Apyrom mupe. He coBceM nokazaress-
CTBO, HO JIy4Ille TIePeCcTPaxoBaThCsl, YEM MOTOM KaJIeTh!

B cepenune nHS K Hell B KOMHATy sIBUJIach crapiias cecrpa. Huka coBcem He xortena ¢ Hew
00ImaThCs, HO BCe-TaKM BIycTwIa. Eil ObUIO MHTEpecHO, 4To XodeT cka3arh Karanmua. Ecnu omm-
paTbcsl HA MaMSITh TPOIILION BIaAEIUIbI Teja, cecTpa AJISIHBI OblIa TOM elle aKTPHCOU.

— AXx, cectpa! — B3BOJIHOBaHHO BOCKJIMKHY/1a Katanmna, 6pocasich k Huke. CxBaTuB ee pykH,
OHa MocMoTpesna Ha BepoHuKy OOJbIIMME 3aIIaKaHHBIMU TJ1a3aMH.

3acThIBIIME B HUX CJIE3bI M MOKPACHEBIAS KOKa BOKPYT I71a3 HAMEKAJIH, YTO JIEBYIIIKA CUIIBHO
paccTpoeHa.

Huka npunypuiack. OHa HA Ha TpaMM He Bepuia, uto KartanuHa nelicTBUTEbHO COUyBCTBYET
CyapOe CecTphl.

— D10 Tak nevyaybHO! — mponomkana KarammHa. Ee GecopMeHHbIe KpyIHBIE TYOBI Cllerka
noziparuBaiy. — ['oBopsT, ero BenmuecTBo yxacen! OH youBaer cBoux ken! Yto Ham nenats?! OH
yobeT Teos1! Ax!

Bckunys pyku, Katanuna npuxkana ux K rpyay, a oToM, CJIOBHO JIMIIMBIINCH BCEX CUII, PyX-
HyJIa B Kpecsio. OTKMHYBIIUCH HA CITUHKY, OHA MOJIOXKWJIA JIaJI0Hb HA JIOO.

— MHue nypHo, — otuntanach Katanuna. — Cectpa, 3a4eM Thl B3sisia Ha cedst 3ToT Opak? Thl He
nomxkHa Obita! Kak s terieps Oymy &WTb, 3Has1, YTO UMEHHO I CTaJla IPUYMHON TBOEW cMepTH?!

«H, 1 e1e He MepTBa!» — X0TeI0Cch BO3pa3uTh Huke, HO OHa JIMIIb C HKHTEPECOM MPOIOKUIIA
HaOMOaTh 32 KOHIIEPTOM.

KaranuHa Obl1a HACTOSIIITMM TaJTAHTOM.

— Yrto mHe Temepb nenarh? — Ha miazax KaranuHbl HaBEpHYJIMCH Cle3bl, KOTOpPBIE MOTOM
YHUCTBIMU pyYeHKaMH TIOTEKJIM MO OEJTOCHEKHBIM IIEKaM.
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Huka Bocxutuiiace.

Eii camoii HEKOT/1a HE yIaBaJIoCh IUIaKaTh Tak KpackBo! OOBIYHO B TAKME MOMEHTHI Y Hee 3aKJ1a-
IBIBAJIO HOC, & JIUIIO MTHOBEHHO KPACHEJIO U oIyXasio. 1 3T0 He ToBOpst 0 TOM, Kak BCSIKMH pa3 Kpu-
BUJIOCH JIMIIO, KOTJIa OHA phlJaJia WM TbITalach clepkarh miad. BepoHrka gaxe He 3Hasia, B KAKOH
MOMEHT BBIIJIsfIENa Xyxe!

3a 0HO 3T0 yMeHue Hy:kHO oTaaTh Katanune gomkHoe! Eil IBHO MpUIILIOCH PUJIOKUTH MHOTO
YCHJTUH, YTOOBI OBJIAJICTh CTOJIb MOIIIHBIM OpYKHeM!

IMogymaB HemHoro, Huka pemmna, 9To ¥ M3 9TOH CUTYallUM MOXHO UYTO-HHOYIb BHITA/IATh.
YerpouBmmch yajooHee B COCEJHEM Kpecie, OHa COCTPOMJIA MEeYaIbHOE JIMIIO, a TMOTOM, BHITAIIHB
TUIATOK, €Ille M MOKAIUIsIa B HErO HECKOJIBKO Pa3, CTapasiCh MPUAATh CBOEMY OOJIMKY OOJIe3HEHHBIH
U HECYACTHBINA BUI,.

Ona cpazy ynoBWJa, C KaKUM >KaJHbIM HMHTEpPEecoM 3a ee KamuleM HaOmonana Karanuna.
[IpaBaa, 3ametuB, uto HUKa cMOTpUT Ha Hee, IEBYIIKA MOMNbITAIACh MTHOBEHHO BEpHYTH MTpeXHee
HECYaCTHOE BhIpaKEHHE.

— Emie u TBOE 310pOBBE, — TUIAKCUBO TpoTsiHyaa Katanuua. — OTkaxuck, cectpa! S ckaxy
Marymike, 9YToObl HAC CHOBA MOMEHSUIM ! — pPeIIMTENIbHO BblIajia OHA, TIPUITOAHUMASICh.

Karanuna siBHO paccumthiBania, uto BepoHuka ee octaHoBUT, HO Huka He cobupasnach 3Toro
AenaTh, C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM OXMIAsI, YTO CECTpa MPENPUMET AajbIIie.

Oco3HaB, 4TO HUKTO ee 3aJepKIBaTh He coOupaetcs, Karanina pyxHyaa oOpaTHO B Kpecio.

— AX, g coBceM 3a0bl1a, YTO MaTyIlIKa Bejiesia MHE He OECIOKOMTh ee. Y Hee pa3odolienach
roJIoBa OT nepexuBanuid. OHa Jieria OTA0XHYTh JI0 YKUHa!

— Ei1 ceituac Tsxeno, — noHuMaloie kupHyja Huka, a motom eine pa3 KaiuisiHy/1a B IUIATOK.

Barsan Karamusel Bapyr cran onacnuBbiM. OHa SIBHO MOAyMajia, 4To OOJNe3Hb CECTPbl MOKET
oKazaTbcs 3apa3Hoil. Huka 3ameTnia, Kak Ta nocMoTpesa B ctopony asepu. Hy yx vet! Pa3 npuna,
3HAYUT, IPUHOCH TOJIB3Y !

— 51 Bce xotena Te0s1 MOMPOCHTH, — SIKOOBI 3aMsIBIINMCH, Huka 3amosnkJia.

— O uewm, cecrpa? — HerepneanBo cripocuia KaranuHa, noarouss ee.

— To oxepesnbe... AX, HET, MHE COBCEM He CTOUT roBopUTh 0 HeM! ITpocTo OHO Tak MoAXOoauT
K MOEMY M3yMpYIHOMY ILIaThio, — Huka B3noxHya.

Karanuna nHanpsiriace. Eiif coBceM He XOTeoCch OTIaBaTh CBOM JPAroleHHOCTH, HO CJIEIOBAIO
nojiiepkath 00pa3 MUION ¥ TIOHUMAIOIIIEH CECTPBHI.

— O, TbI MOXeIIIb B35ITh €r0, KOHeUHO. { ceituac npuHecy, — KataiimHa nonHsiach.

— 4 moiiny c To60ii, — Huka 1ryctpo rocnienoBana 3a CecTpoi, mpeaBKyIas OyayIyo 100b4y.

B komuare KarasmHa HEXOTS OTKpbLTa HIKATYJIKy C JPAroleHHOCTSMHU U NPUHSIACh B HEl
KOMAThCS B OMCKAX YIIOMSIHYTOTO OKEPEJbsl.

— Ox, a BOT 3TO 0YeHb MOJAOUIET K JPYyroMy MOeMy IiIaThio! — BockyimkHyna Huka, 6ecuiepe-
MOHHO BBITACKMBASI KPACUBBII KYJIOH C JKEJTHIM TMOIYIPO3paYHbIM KaMHeM. — Thl Be/ib HE TPOTHB,
cecrpa?

Omna nocmotperna Ha KatannHy Hec4acTHBIM yMOJISIIOIIAM B3IJISIIOM.

— Tebe He cTouT mepexkuBaTh, — MPOAOIKMIA HUKa 3aMOrMIIBHBIM TOJIOCOM, — s TIPUKAXY,
YTOOBI TIOCJIE MOEH CMEPTH BCe YKpAIlleHHUs] BEPHYJIUCH K TeOe.

Karanuna nprodoapuiace. [IeficTBUTENBbHO, YTO OHA mepexuBaeT? Bpsia nu ero BeamyecTBy
OyIyT HyKHBI Bl TIOKOMHOM XeHbl. BeposiTHee BCero, OH MPOCTO MPUKAKET BEPHYTh UX B CEMBIO
yMepIlel Cynpyru. A eciii AJ3iHa ellle ¥ OTOBOPHT 3TO CIIEIUAIBHO, TO Y KOPOJIs He OyeT MpuInH
3a0bIBaTh O TAKOW MEJIOYUH.

— AX, KOHEeuHoO, oporas! — KaraniHa pagyiHo yislOHyIach U HEXOTsI MOAOABUHYJIA IIKATYJIKY
K Huke. X0t Bee ee ykpalleHus1 BEpHYTCs, OTAABATh MX BCE PABHO OYEHb HE XOTEJIOCh. — Thl MOXKEIb
BBIOpATh, UTO TeOE HPABUTCS.
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—TIIpaBna? — BepoHuka okpyriuJia ri1a3a, a HOTOM CMYIIEHHO yIbIOHYIack. — Thl camast Jiydras
cectpa Ha cBeTe! MHe Tak 1oBesJo!

[Mocre aTux cnoB Beponuka 3a0pania cede MpakTUUECcKH Bee, UTo ObUIO Oojiee Wi MeHee TIeH-
HBIM ¥ KPaCHBBIM, COBEPIIICHHO HE OITyINast CThIa.

Jloporoii narovka Bce paBHO HaJapuT JTIOOUMOM JI0Uepy HOBBIX JIparolieHHocTel, a Huke B ee
TMOJTHOM OMACHOCTEH CBOOOIHOM KU3HU JIUITHSS KOTIeKa COBCEM He TiomeInaeT!

Karanna HaOmonana, kKak ee JIOOOBHO BHIOPAHHBIC YKpAIICHUS McUe3a/Id B OS3I0HHBIX Kap-
MaHax cecTpbl. B Kakoi-T0 MOMEHT CKOPOHOE JIMIIO TTPeoOpa3mioch, HaA MUT CTaB 3J10paaHbM. [TycTh
panyertcs! Eit Bce paBHO He10/ro octanoch! Bckope He TONBbKO 3TH YKpallleHusl, HO U BCE COCTOSTHUE
ceMbH OyZieT B X ¢ MaMo# pykax !

Pacnpomasimck, Huka ToporiMBo BepHyJach B CBOIO KOMHATy. Majio Jii, BIpPYT ellie repe-
aymaer!

Crpy3uB JparolieHHOCTH Ha KpoBaTh, BepoHuka BCroMHIIA JIUIO KaTtaauHbl M ycMEXHYJIach.
B cnenyrommii pa3 mpUTBOpPIIUIIA JECSITh pa3 MOAyMaeT, IPexk/Ie YeM CTPOUTh U3 ceds JoOporo u
mieaporo vesoeka! [TycTh IEHUT TO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO, KaK YPOK !

CHoXUB yKpallieHus B CBOOOIHYIO IKaTy/IKy, Huka nos3sasia k cebe Dmb3y. [IeBYIIKy He HYKHO
OBbLJIO kJIaTh, OHA BCET/Ia HAXOAUJIACh T/Ie-HUOYIb PSIOM Ha CITy4aid, eC/Id TOCIOXe YTO-TO TIOHAI0-
ourcs.

— Canuce, — ckazana Huka, KuBast B CTOpOHY Kpeca.

Dnb3a HeYBepPEHHO MOBMHOBaach. OOBIYHO OHA HE CHJela B IPUCYTCTBUU T'OCIION, HO U CIIO-
pHTh ceiiyac sIBHO OBUIO HEYMECTHO.

Beponvrka nmpuaupurBhIM B3MJISIIOM OCMOTpeNa CiryxkaHky. [IpeacTosio pacckasarh ei o Iia-
Hax, Bpems nomkuMao. Ha gasax Huka OymeT oTripaBiieHa B cTonuiy. Besmk ObLT IIaHC, 9To ib3a,
MEPECTYNMB IMOPOI' KOMHATLI, B TOT K€ MUT HOGG)KI/IT JOKJIaAbIBATh KoszenuH.

Huxke 6b110 c105kHO 0BepsTh. OHa He OblIa IOHOU WJIM HAMBHOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3a IIe4aMu
OCTAJTUCh JIECATHIICTUS IPOIUION KU3HU. 3a ITO BpeMsl OHA yCIiesia y3HaTh, KAKMMU Ha CaMOM Jieie
OBbIBAJIM JIIOM, TI03TOMY 00pa3 MpeIaHHON 1 BEPHOU CITy)KaHKW HUKAK He MOT TOJTHOCTHIO ee YOS TUTh.

Ho Bri60pa He Oputo! OHa He Moriia cOexaTh CAaMOCTOATENILHO. BepHee, KOHEUHO, MOorJia, HO
TOJILKO B TOM, 4TO ObLIO Ha Hell. VI Huka coMHeBanach, 4To MpH TaKOM packiiae YOeKUT TajieKo.

CoOpaBIIHCh ¢ MBICISIMH, OHA TIPUHSUIACh OOBSACHATH BCe DJib3e, HAOMOAAs 32 € MUMUKOM.
JleBy1ika ciyiaia BHUMAaTeIbHO, BO3MYIIAIAach B HY)KHBIX MOMEHTAX, OXaJla U axaJia, KayaJyia Hejlo-
BOJIBHO T'OJIOBOH, a TIOJT KOHEI[ ¥ BOBCE HEMHOTO PacIliakasach.

— A moiiny ¢ Bamu, rocrioxa, — yBepeHHo Bbliasa dnb3a. — M Muxaii noizer. 4 3xato. OH modut
Bac. Bepnee, e moout. Her, koHeUHO, TIOOUT, HO He Tak. Bbl He mogymaiite. OX, sl XoTesa cKa3arh. . .

— A nonsina, — Huka kuBHyIa 1 yasiOHy1ach. Bee BrImIsiieno xoporto u yoeaureasHo, Ho Bepo-
HUKa He coOmpanach paccnadnaTees. — C Muxaem s TOroBopio cama.

Eme yepes yac u3 ee komHathl Boites Muxaii. [TapeHb ObLT MOTYATUBBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, TIOITOMY
MHOTO He ToBopuJI. [Tocie KopoTKOro 0ObsICHEHHS HBIHEIITHEN CUTYAI[UK OH MPOCTO KUBHYJI U 3aBe-
PWJI, YTO €ro Tocroxa MMeHHO AJI9MHA U CJIeOBaTh OH Oy/IeT TOJIBKO 3a Hel.

Ha crepyromiee yrpo Muxaid, OfieBIIMCH TeTjiee, OTIPABIJICS Ha Tejiere B COCE/IHION JICPEBHIO.
Ecnmu KT0-TO M yoquBWICS, TO HUYEro He ckazail. [lapeHb MHOW pa3 BhIE3kKaT U3 3aMKa C Pa3HBIMU
MOPYYEHU MU, TIOSTOMY HUKTO JJake HEe TyMaJs ero OCTaHABJIUBATh.

W Ha MOKpHITEIE CTAPHIMK TPANIKAMU CYHIYKHU JIIOAW TOXe He 0c000 0OpaTW/IN BHUMaHUE. Y
CJTYT B 3aMKe OBLJIO TIOJTHO JIeJT, TAK YTO UM HEeKoraa ObLII0 CMOTPETh 110 CTOPOHAM U PacCykIaTh, Kyla
Y 3a4eM KTO-TO MOeXal.

Ecnu kTo m yauBumiics, uto Muxaii He BEpHYJICS K Beuepy, TO He JymMall 00 3ToM Aoaro. Maso
JIM Kakue Jieia 3a/iepKalii JITYHOTO CIIYTY MOJIOZION Tocnoku! A Ha cliefyloliee yTpo Ta rocroxa u
caMa MOKWHYJIa 3aMOK, TaK 4TO 0 Muxae BCIIOMHMJIA TOJIBKO JIMIIIb Mapa MOJIOAGHBKUX CITYKaHOK,
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KOTOPbIM HPABMWJICS TIapeHb. [la ¥ TO 0 ero OTCYTCTBMU OHM TOpPEBAIM HEJOJIT0, OOpaTUB B3IJIsA] HA
TeX, KTO OBUT PS/IOM.

3a/1BUHYB IITOPKY Ha OKHEe, BepoHMKa MI0THee 3aKyTaslach B TETLIbIN [UIAII U CIIPSITANIa 3aMep-
3aI01LUI HOC B MEXY.

— XO0J10[1HO? — yYaCTJIMBO CIIPOCHUJIA CITyKaHKa, CUJISIIIIAsI Ceiuac BMECTE C TOCTIOKOM B MOBO3KE.

Kapery Tpsixaysno. Tuxo BeIpyraBimmch cede rmoj Hoc, Dib3a MorpaBuiia ropsure KaMHH B CIie-
[IMAJIbHOM JKEJIE3HOM JiepKaTesie, yCTAHOBJIEHHOM MOCepeJHE KapeThl.

Huxka noep3ana Ha mecte. Ckamelika Oblla OYeHb jkecTKou! XOpoIlo, 4yTo OHa J0AyMallach
MOCTEJIUTh Ha Hee Mapy IIKYp.

— HopmanbHo, — otmaxHynack Huka v norpena pyku asixanveM. ITotoM mpoTsiHya masibibl K
«mieuke». OHa OYeHb HaJeslach, YTO B JOpOre He OyleT CIUIIKOM TpscTU. MHavye aepikaTeib TOUHO
yIaJjeT, a TopsIue KaMHH BBIBAISTCS HAPYKY !

— T'oBOpsT, B CTONMIIE TEIUIO, — CKa3asia Dib3a. — A! Mbl Bellb He €/1eM B CTOJUILY, — IIETTIOTOM
no0GaBuiIa OHa, BCTIOMHUB O JIeTie.

[Napy nHeit oM exasn Oe3 KakKux-Ju0o0 mpodieMm.

Ecnu, KoHeYHO, He cuuTaTh MpodaeMaMy 3aTeKalolee OT JKeCTKOTO CHUAEHbs TeJo, XKeJlaHue
CHATBH C ce0s1 HeyTOOHYI0 BEpXHIOI OfIEKAY U OCTOsTHHYIO TpsicKy! [Tuia Toxe Obula BecbMa CKy-
Hoit. Cyxoe MsICO, MOCTENEHHO YePCTBEIONIMI ChIP U JIEMEIIKU — HEe camoe MOJIe3HOe MUTAaHUE, HO
JeBaThCsl OBUIO HEKY/Ia.

Kpome kyuepa, ympapisioniero moBO3KOH, X COMPOBOXKIAIO IIECTEPO BOMHOB. DTO OBLIO
AocTatoyHo MHoro. Huka 3Hasia, 4To B IOMYMHEHUH Y Tpada MMeNIoCh OKOJIO TOTYCOTHH BOMHOB —
Y 3TO 3[€Ch CYUTATIOCH OYEHb XOPOILel BOEHHO! MOAAepKKOM. Bosbiiie ObIIO TOJBKO Y TepIioroB |,
KOHEYHO, Y CAaMOTO KOPOJISL.

A BOT Ha MATHIN JeHb, ONMKE K Beuepy, Ha HUX BCe-TaKu Hanaiv. BepoHuka yaMBuiach Takoi
nocriemHocTy. Heykenu madexa okaszasnach HACTOJBKO HETEPIeTMBOM?

3a cBomo xu3Hb Huka He BonHOBanach. [1aBHOE — He JIe3Th B MEKJIO, U €e He TPOHYT, Belb
Mauexe HyKHO, YTOObI IaT4epulia BCe-TaKU Joexasia O CTOUIIBI M BHIIIUIA 3aMyK 32 Koposist. B uHoM
cllydae ed MpHUIETCs OTAATh 32 MPOKJISITOrO MpaBUTENsl COOCTBEHHYIO N04ub. [Ipu TakoM packiazie
7KozenuH ckopee cama CTaHeT OXPaHSITh JOUb MYXa, YeM MO3BOJIUT HABPEAUTH €ii!

VYenpimap cHapysku 1yM, Huka oTonBrHYNA 3aHABECKY M BHIIVISIHYJIA HA YJIUITY. Dib3a PsSAOM
3aBOJTHOBAJIACH, OBICTPO MOHSIB, YTO MPOUCXOIUT. BrienuBimck B pyKy BepoHnkuU, OHa Hampsriach.

Huka npunsnack HaOmoaaTh 3a MpeACTaBJICHUEM, pa3bIrPaHHBIM CIHElUaibHO it Hee. He
ObLIIO HUKAKUX COMHEHUH, YTO BOMHBI, IIOCIAaHHBIE SIKOOBI OTIIOM, MOAYMHSIIUCH rpacdune. OHU cpa-
JKaJIMCh TaK, OYITO C TPYJOM MOIJIM OTOPBaTh Meu OT 3eMiin! BepoHrKa OTYeTIMBO BUENa Becelibie
YIBIOKM Ha OOPONATHIX JIUIAX U B3MJISAIbI, OpocaeMble BpeMsl OT BpeMeHH B CTOPOHY KapeThl.

AusiiHa BriosiHe Morv1a Obl M IOBEPUTH, TEM 0OJIEe UTO BO BPEMS «CPasKeHHs» HarIelbl CIIeIy-
QJIBHO KPUYaJId OYeHb TPOMKO, SIBHO PACCUUTHIBAS HAITYTATh BIIEUYATIMTEILHYIO IEBYIIKY. BOT TO/BKO
AJsiiHa TaBHO OTITpaBWJIACh Ha TIEpEepOKACHIE, 2 BMECTO Hee TMOSBIIACh COBCEM Jpyrast IMYHOCTb,
OT KOTOPOW He YKPBUTUCh BCE YKUMKHM HAUMHAIOIIMX aKTEPOB.

— VIm HyxHO B35Th TIapy ypokoB y Karanmuusl, — mpodopmotana Huka 1 ycMexHynach.

«CpaxeHue» o4eHb ObICTPO JoCTHIIO (hrHaa. «BpaBbie» BOMHBI OKa3aJIUCh TIOOEKICHBI pa3-
OoitHuKamMu. PyxHyB Kak MOJKOIIEHHbIE, OOMIIbI TPUHSIIMCH U300pakaTh U3 ceOsi CMEpPTENIbHO paHeH-
HbIX. HanazaBime yBie4eHHO HACMeXaInCh Hajl HUMU.

Dnb3a HaIpSAIIACh elle CUbHee, KOorja IBeplia KapeTbl OTKPbUIAch, a B MPOeMe MOKa3aIoch
3apociiee JIMI0 MECTHOTO KPUMHUHAJIBHOTO JIEMEHTA.

— DM, mapHU, CMOTPUTE, KAKKE Y HAC TYT KPACOTKM ! — KPUKHYJI OH M 3aCBUCTEJ. DJib3a CXBATHIIA
BBITALLICHHBIN U3-3a Ma3yX1 HOX U BcTasa nepea Hukoi.

— Iomen mpous! — KPUKHYJIA OHA B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM TOJIOCOM.
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— [Nonoxwu THIKAJKY, MaJIBIIIKA, — YCMEXHYJICS MYKUMHA, HO B3IV €r0 CTal Oojiee cepbes-
HbIM. — [lopanumibea eme.

Beponuka He 0OMaHyIach rps3HBIM M JIOXMaThIM BUIOM. [lepest Hell CTOosIT XOpoIo 00y YeHHBIH
BouH. Huuero ynuButensHoro. JJoBepsATh Takoe BakHOE JIE10 MPOCTBIM pa300MHMKaM ObUTO HEJb3sl.
TyT oHa Mayexy XOpOLIO ITOHUMAJIA.

OKMHYB B3IJISJIOM IYCTOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, «Pa30OMHUK» TONUIO YXMBLIBHYJCS, a TMOTOM
3axXJIOMHYJ ABEPILY.

— Ilycro! — goHeccs 10 ux yien ero rpOMKHiA rojioc.

BepoHnuka B310XHyna U cUJIbHEE 3aKyTajlach B uiai]. OHa JIMIIb HalessIach, YToO €€ YJIOBKY He
oOHapyXar JI0 CaMOro KOHIIA.

— Ve, — BbIIOXHYJIA DJib3a.

BepoHnuka criokoiiHO KUBHYJIA, IpsTya 3aMep3Ire Majblibl ITyOXe B CKIaaKH ruiama. HecMotpst
Ha YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO MX HE TPOHYT, OHA CUJIbHO HEpBHUYAJIA. A ellie OeCIIOKOMIIACh, UTO €€ XUTPOCTh
pasrajaioT paHblie BpeMeHH. Ecim Takoe CyquTcs, C HAIMU TOYHO He CTaHYT IIE€PEMOHHUTHCS !

Bpsin mm yOBIOT (XOTSI UCKITIOYATh CIYYaHHOCTh HE CTOMIIO), @ BOT B OCTaJIbHOM YBEPEHHOCTH
He OBUIO.

Kapery Hauasio marare. 97132 BCKUHYJIa TOJIOBY, IPUCTYIIIHBASIC.

— CHuMaror Oarax, — Jorajgajach OHa.

JeBy1ika Opocuiia Ha TOCTIORY OBICTPBIN B3MIsiI. M yCTh 1O HAMPsHKEHHOU JIMHUY YeTIOCTH U
6onee OneTHOMY LIBETY JIMLIA MOKHO OBbLJIO JOTaIaThCsl, YTO Ta HEPBHUYAET, B LIEJIOM MJIaas 104b
rpaca BhIryIsiAena 0e3MsTeKHOM.

CHapy:Ku 3aCMEsITUCh.

Onb3a HEPBHO B3/IPOTHYJIA U CeJla, HACTOPOXKEHHO MPUCIYIIUBASCh K KaKIOMY MOIO3PUTEIb-
HOMY 3BYKY.

— OHu Bep He... — Havasla oHa ¥ 3amomvaia. CrioTHyB, Dib3a MOHU3KIIA TOJIOC U 3aKOHYMIIA
npeaioxenue: — He goragatorcs?

— Bynem monuThbest, uToOBI yaada Oblia Ha Halllel CTOpOHe, — TUXO oTo3Basiach Huka.

VY Hee camoii cepalie KOJIOTHIIOCh TAe-TO B MATKax OT cTpaxa. OMH HEBEpHBIil 11ar, IpocTas
CITy4allHOCTh — M e MaJIeHbKasl yJIOBKa OyzieT pa3zodaueHa!

[Iym cHapyXu Havaj MOCTENIEHHO 3aTHXaTh, a Yepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMs Kapera JepHyJach U
romMyasach BIepe/.

Huka cxBaTtuiach 3a CKamblo, YIEp/KUBasiCh Ha MecTe. Jb3€ TaK He MOBE3JI0, PHIBOK 3aCTaBUI
ee yrnacTtb Ha noj1. HaeTreB Ha epxaress 1J1s1 KAMHel, OHa CJaBJIeHHO OXHyna. BepoHuka Gpocuiach
MIOMOTaTh, OMAacasiCh, YTO JEBYIIKA MOXET O0KEUbCs, HO KapeTy 3aMOTaJIO U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— INomaumuTe 100KH, rocmoka! — BCKpUKHYIa DJb3a, KOrja OT TPSCKU OUH U3 KaMHE! BbIBA-
JIAJICS U3 KeJIe3HOW TIeYKH Ha T0JT M HauaJl KaTaTbCsl M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

Huka nve criopuna. OTIycTUB onopy, 3a KOTOPYIO JiepKajlach, OHa TOMpoOoBaia mogooparh
TKaHb, HO KapeTy CHOBa MOTHYJI0. M3-3a 3Toro BepoHuka eapa He cBaJIMIACh Ha TMOJ, HO pyKa DJib3bl
BOBpEeMsI ITOMOTJIa el N30eKaTh MageHusl.

— Unuor, uto oH fenaer?! — 3akpuyania ciyxkanka. — OH coOpasicst Hac yOuTh?!

Beponuka cruchyina 3yost. JIn6o sioraam, 4ero-To UCIyraBIInCh, IIOHECIH, JTUOO 3TO e11ie OHO
MIPE/ICTaBJICHUE [T HUX.

Tpsicka mpopoKanach He MeHblIle Yaca. XOpoIlo, YTO KaMeHb, BHIBAJIMBIIMIACS U3 JepKaTers,
MIOCTOSIHHO KataJics 1o moity. JIpeBecrHa mpocTo He ycreBasla HarpeTbCsl IOCTaTOUHO, YTOOBI 3aro-
peThesl.

Koraa ux TpaHcnopt pe3Ko 3aTopMo3uil, 00e IeBYIIKM BCE-TAKM yNau Bepeld. DJb3a CHOBA
yZapuiach o Aepxkareb, a cama Huka cBanmiach Ha 1moJ1, TOJIBKO 9yI0M U30eKaB Ma/IeHr st HA KaMEHb.
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Oy THB %ap OKOJIO pyKH, OHA Pe3KO OTIepHYJIa JIaJIOHb U BCTaa. Y Hee HEMHOTO KPYKHUJIach
TroJIOBa, a elle CWIIbHO TolHWIo. He mymas Hu o yem, Huka pacnaxHyna IBepb 1 BbUIETeNa HAPYKY.
CBexuil BO3/1yX, XJIBIHYBIIMIA TIOTOKOM B JIETKHE, TPUHEC HEOOIBIIOE OOIeryeHue.

Czagu HewaaHo pyrajack Dib3a. OHa MbITaJach BHIKUHYTh U3 KapeTbl OTHEHHbI KaMEHb,
KOTOPBIN YK€ Hauasl IPOKUTaTh AEPEBSIHHBIN TOJI.

keksk

7KosenuH HEpBHO XOIMIIa M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOpOHY. OHa HepBHUYaa. [TociaHHble BOUHBI BCKOpE
JOJKHBI OB BEPHYTHCS C MIPUHAICKAITMMY € IeHbraMH.

CHavasna oHa XoTesa JOKAAThCs CMEPTH MaauepHIlbl, HO TIOTOM TOAyMaJjia, YTO HEM3BECTHO,
KOTJa JIEBUOHKA YMpET. 3a 3TO BpeMsl TOW BIIOJIHE yIACTCS TOTPATUTh YacTh JAeHer. M kyma motom
JeBaTh HEHY)KHbIE TLIAThsI?

KoneuHo, nx MOkHO ObLIO MPOAaTh, HO YAaCTh CyMMBI BCE PaBHO OyleT yTepsiHa, BeJb BEIIH C
Yy;KOTO Tuleua BCerja MpoaaBaIvch 1o Oojiee HU3KOH 1ieHe, 4eM aOCcOMIOTHO HoBbIe. [la 1 eciiu KTo-
TO Y3HAET, YTO IUIaThsl PUHA/IIEKAIN TIOKOMHOM jKeHe KOpOJis, TO O MPpojake BOOOIIe MOKHO OyieT
3a0bITh. JII0M cyeBepHBI. A ellle CyIecTBOBAN IIAHC, YTO HA KapeTy HamaayT HacTosIue pa30oi-
HUKU!

Her, "er, JKo3enuu He Morjia CLIOKOWHO CIIaTh, 3HasA, YTO €€ AEHBI'M HAXOOATCA B TAaKOU OIlac-
HocTu! VIMEHHO MO3TOMY OHA BBIK/aJIa BCETO Mapy AHEH 1 OTIIPaBUIIA JTIOJE 3aXBaTUTh COKPOBHIIA.

Oxpany AJ9iHBI OHA TIOAKYIIHJIA 3apaHee — COMPOBOXKIAIONINE HE CTAHYT CUJIbHO COMPOTHB-
JSAThCS, KOTAa MpuaeT Bpems. Bce ObUIo mecsiTh pa3 oOroBOpeHO M BblyueHO. Ko3enuH Jaxe He
COMHEBAJIaCh B yCIexe, MPOCTO KAaKOW-TO YePBSIYOK COMHEHUI HE JTaBasl MOKOSI.

[Nonymag o ropaoii nagyepuiie, Kotopas mocMesia TpedoBarh oT Hee, JKOo3e/nH, AeHbI1, KeH-
IIMHA CHaYaJIa KPUBO YJbIOHYIaCh, 2 TOTOM M BOBCE paccMestiachk. boxe, Kakoil HAMBHOW MOTJIA ObITh
MoJonocTh! Kak xoporiio, 4to cama oHa Bceraa Oblia pa3yMHOM !

[No3aHO HOYBIO, KOTZIAa O paccBeTa OCTaBajlach BCErO IMapa 4acoB, BEPHBIN CIIyra MpPHHEC el
BECTb, UTO TMOCJIAHHBIE HA 3aJJaHue JTIOW BEPHYJIUCH. JKeHIIMHAa MTHOBEHHO B30OIpUIIach.

3aroBOpIIUKY JISHCTBOBAIH OBICTPO U THX0. HUKOMY He XoTenoch pa3dynuTh crisimero rpadal
Jla 1 OT 171a3 OCTaIbHOM MPHCITYTH 3aMKa ClIeIoBaio Tauthest. Cityxu ObUTM HU K YeMY.

Bckope HEeCKOJIbKO KPenKuX MYKUHH, TeJla KOTOPbIX T'padprHs OKMHYJIA 5KaJHBIM ITOXOTIUBBIM
B3IVISIIOM, BHECTIM BHYTPb KOMHATHI CYHAYKH. JKo3eanH Bo30ykaeHHO oOnu3Hya ryobl. [Tokmaku
ObLI0 OoMTBINE, YeM OHa aymaia! Heyxkenu y qeBUOHKH OBLUIO CTOJTBKO BEIei?

OTKHMHYB KpBIIIKY IEPBOTO CYHIYKa, ’KO3eIMH Ha MUT 3amMepia, a TIOTOM TPUHSIACh OTKPHI-
BaTh JIEKAIIMI HaBepXy CyHAy4oK. Korja eii 3To yganock, OHa TOpKECTBYIOIIE paccMesiiachk. BHyTpu
JIeKaJIo 30JI0TO U yKpallleHWe U3 KaMHei !

HcerynneHHo noriaguB MOHEThI, OHa HATKHYJIACH B3MJISJOM HA 30JI0TUCTYIO TKaHb, BBITJISIbI-
BAIOIIIYI0 M3-T1071 30JI0Ta, HO HE MTPU/1ajia STOMY HUKAKOro 3HaUeHu s — 31idopust Bee ere OblTa CHITbHA.

VI0BIETBOPHUBIIMCH OCMOTPOM, OHA TPHUHSLIACH TIPOBEPSTH OCTaIbHBIE CyHAyKH. He Bo Bcex
OHa HallUIa IKATYJIKW. B OCHOBHOM IMOKJIaXa COCTOsUIA U3 OJEKbI, YTO JIOTHYHO.

7KozenuH yxe coOnpaiach NpuKa3aTh CIOKUTh CYHAYKH B MOATOTOBJIEHHOM /17151 HUX KOMHATe,
KOTJja Bce-Taku oOpaTuia BHUMaHWe Ha TKaHb o] MOHeTaMu. Yy Tb HaXMypUBIIIKChH, OHA OTO/IBUHYJIA
30JI0TO U YKpallleHus1 B cTopony. Ilon HuMu oOHapykuiach MatepyaTast MOIKJIaIKa.

Cepatie TPEBOKHO CKAIOCh.

Pe3ko cxBaTuB TpSINKY, OHa PHIBKOM BBIIEPHY/Ia €T0 U3 CYHAyYKa. 30JI0Thie MOHETHI PaCChl-
MAJTKCH TI0 10Ty, HO 7KOo3enuH He npuaaia SToMy 3HaueHusi. OHa TPEBOKHO IJIsiAesa Ha XOJIIOBBIH
MeIoYeK Ha JHe.

OTOpOCUB AOPOTYI0 TKaHb, OHA TMPUHSIIACH APOXKAIMMY MAJIbLIAMH Pa3Bs3bIBATh TYTOW y3eJl.
Korga eii ato ynanocs, 7Ko3ennH Ha MUT 3aMepiia, a TOTOM BCE-TaKHM OTKPbLIA TOPJIOBUHY.

Ee cepmiie B TOT e MUT ejBa HE OCTAaHOBUJIOCH !

21



C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

— Mep3aBka, — mpolienTaja oHa ¢ TAKOW HEHABHUCTHIO, UYTO y HAOMIONAIOIINX 32 HEW Joaein
MYypaIlKH 0 Koxke rodesxanu. — Mep3aBka! — 3akpudana rpacduns. — 1 yosio ee! Yobio! Yobio!

[Topomenmmii B TpeBore ciyra, sKeJaBLIMIA KaK-TO NOMOYb IOCIIOXE, YBUJEN, YTO BHYTpU
MEIIOYKa JIeXkKaad OObIYHbIE Cephble KAMYIIKH.

Bckunys ronoBy, JKozenuH npuiypusiach ¥ OCMOTpea Ha TJIaBy oTpsiga. Moxer ObITh, He
CTOMJIO OOBHHSTH TIIYNOBATyIo maauepuiry? Jlo 3Toro MOMEHTa Ta He MOKa3bIBajia HUKAKOW CKJIOH-
HOCTH K XUTpocTH. OJTHAKO YAMBJIEHHBIN M pACTEPSIHHBIN JIOOOBHUK BBHITJISI/IEIN TaK, OYITO U caM He
3HaJI, KaK 0OCTOAT [ea.

7KosenuH cxBaTuia OqHY U3 MOHET U C CUJION CKajla B pyKe.

MMaguepuna nmm mo6oBHUK? KTo 13 HUX mocmen?! ¥V KOro XBaTUjIo CMEJIOCTH TLUTIOHYTh € B
o?!

SpocTh KJIOKOTaMa BHYTpH. KeHIMHA ObICTPHIM B3IVISIIOM OKHMHY/A OpOIEHHBIE e, OyaTo
MUJIOCTBIHSI, MOHETHI U TpoYre leHHOCTU. TonbKo ceityac 7Ko3eMH 0co3HaBasla, YTo BCE OTIAHHBIC
el yKpareHus1 ObUTH U3 TOTyAparolieHHbIX JeeBbIX KaMHeH!

XOTenoch CKPUBUTHLCS ¥ BBIKUHYTD BCE, HO KaIHOCTh, BEUHO BJIACTBOBABIIIASI HAJ/l OCTAJTBHBIMU
YyBCTBAMH, HE TIO3BOJIMJIA TAKOW PACTOYUTETILHOCTH.

— Cobepu HX, — XOJIOJHO TMpUKa3ajia OHA, OTXOMs OT CYH/AyKa Ha HECKOJbKO ImaroB. — Eciu
MPOMAIET XOTh OJJHA MOHETA, 51 CHUMY C TeOsl IIKYpy, — MpUrpo3mia 7Ko3enuH.

JoX JaBIINCh, KOTA IPOKAIIMIA CITyTa BHITIOJTHUAT MPUKa3, OHA BHICTABIJIA €70 BOH M3 KOMHATHI,
OCTaBIIIMCh HAeMHE C JTIOOOBHUKOM.

— JleBuoHKa 0OMaHy/a HAC, — OTOM/ISI OT CUJIBHOTO YIUBJICHHU I, XMBIKHYJI MykKuHHa. [Tonoins k
CTOJTy, Ha KOTOPOM CTOs1JIa IIKATYJIKA C COOpAaHHBIMHM MOHETAMH, MY>KUMHA CXBATUJI 30JI0TOH K PYTJISII
Y OAOPOCHIT €T0 BBEPX, a IOTOM JIOBKO TOMMAJI.

— Tol pa3Be He TPOBEPsUT CYHIYKHU? — XOJOTHO cripocuiia JKo3enuH, Bce elle MbITasich B3STh
CBOIO SIPOCTbh O] KOHTPOJIb.

— Cmotpen, KOHEYHO, — XMBIKHYJI MykunHa. — Ho y Hac He ObUJI0 BpeMeHH NepeTpsiXuBaTh
CYHIYKH TIOJTHOCTBIO.

— To Kyma-To criemmi? — pe3Ko MOMHTEPECOBAIACH JKEHINMHA, KeJlasi M3JIUTh CBOE pa30o4yapo-
BaHME Ha JIIOOOBHHKA.

— K 1ebe u criemm, — moxaGHO yIBIOHYBIIMCH, MYKUYMHA TIOJOIIEN OIMKE.

— HyxHo Ob1710 cMOTpeTh BHUMAaTelbHee !

MyX4rHa pa3apakeHHO JepHYJ HIEKOMH.

— Jla KTO 3HaJ, YTO JEBUOHKA permT oOMaHyTh Bcex? C yero oHa BooOIIe TO MpoBepHyia? —
OH KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY MEPETPSXHYTHIX CYHAYKOB. — OOBIYHO JIIOAY TAaKUM HE 3aHUMAIOTCSI.

— Tak, MoXkeT, 3TO ¥ He OHa BOoBCe? — BKPaJuMBO cKazasa KosesmH.

MyxunHa 3amep. Ero criokoiiHoe IO MEAJIEHHO HAayajo MpeBpaliaTbCs B MAacKy OTUYXK-
JEHHOCTH M CKPBITOH arpeccur. JKeHIMHA TPeBOKHO CroTHYMa. OHa XOpOIIo 3Hajla HPaB CBOETO
moOoBHUKA. He x0oTenock 3psi ero nmpoBOIMPOBaTb.

KoneuHo, pa3zbsipeHHBIN BUJ ee KpaiiHe BO30YK a1, HO OHA MPEKPACHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO YEJIOBEK
riepe]] Heil Mor ObITh UCKJTIOUUTEITBHO JKECTOKMM. Bpsif 1 ero OCTaHOBUT BBICOKUE TUTYII, €CITU MY
B3JIyMaeTcs ee yOuTb.

— OcTopoXkHee o CIOBAaMH, JI0pOrasi, — TIyXUM roJIOCOM MPeaypeaul OH.

7KozenuH pe3ko orBepHyaach. OHa MOEKUIACH U MTPUHSIACH TOTHPATh BHE3AITHO 3aMep3IIue
TUIeYn.

— 4 mpocto xoTena ckasars. ..

B crenyroiee MrHoBeHre oHa OLTyTHIJIA C3aM TpHKaBIeecss Mykckoe Teno. CuibHasi pyka
nerna el Ha ropio. JKeHiuHa 3aaposkania. BHyTpr BCIIBIXHYJI CTpax, CMEIIaHHBIN C BO30YXICHUEM.
Jlaxe pazouapoBaHue U3-3a JIEHET OTCTYIWJIO Ha BTOPOW IUIaH.
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— Hy, Hy, — 3aBOpKoBas MyxuuHa. — Tl mpocto ommonack. C kem He ObIBAET, — YCMEXHYJICS
oH. — JleBouka okazanach Oosiee YMHOM, 4eM Mbl pacCUMTHIBATIM. $1 IPOCTO JOTOHIO €€ M CIPOIILY,
Ky/la OHa JIesia Halllk JeHbru. [lymaio, 310 OyeT JydIluM pelieHueM.

7KosenuH Koe-Kak KMBHYJA W MPUKPBUIA T71a3a, 0kuasi, uto Oyaer fasbine. OHa yxe npen-
BKyIlIaJIa CJEQYIOUIUIA Yac, HO MyKYMHA BHE3AITHO OTCTPaHUJICS.

— Jlymaio, CTOMT MOCHENIUTh, — OPOCHJ OH HACMEIUIMBO U CHOKOWHO BBIIIENT U3 KOMHATHI.
MoHerta, KOTOpYIO OH JI0 3TOrO MOAKHU/IBIBAT B BO3YX, IaBHO IIepeKoYeBala eMy B KapMaH.
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I'nmaBa 3

— Tsl youts Hac xoTen?! — KpukHy/a Dib3a, KUJASCh K Kydepy.

[TogxBaTuB C 3eMJIM TOHKYIO BETKY, OHA IPUHSLIACH XJIeCTaTh MyKUuHY. TOT Jiuiib GopMoTall,
YTO y HEero He ObUIO BBIOOpA, HO 0CO00 He 3aruinacs. BeTka Obljla COBCEM TOHKOU U BPSIL JIU TIPU-
YUHSJIA EMY CEpbE3HBIN BPE.

— XBarur, — TuX0 nonpocuia Huka. — Ham HyKHO 1ocnemurs.

— Ha, na, rocroxa, — 3akMBaj Ky4ep, KJIaHsCh.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHM yCJbIILIATM TOMOT KOMBIT. BepoHuka Hampsriack, Bellb 3TO MOIJIM Bep-
HYThCSI «Pa300MHUKW», JIOTaJaBIIAeCs TPOBEPHUTh CYHIYKU Oojee TiareabHo. Ho HeT, 310 oKa3a-
Jlach «OTBaXKHas» OXpaHa.

CeIrpaB cBOIO pojib, OHM HarHaau Kapety. Tenepb UM HYKHO ObLIO AEACTBUTEIHHO 3alIUTUTh
104k rpada, 9ToObl Ta CMOIJIA I0OPaThCs B CTONHITY Oe3 MoMeEX.

— IIporry mpocTuTh HaC, rOCIOXa, — MOBUHWIICA HAauYaJIbHUK rpynmnbl. — Ham He ynanocsk 3ammu-
TUTh BAlllM BEIIH, — OH TIOHYPWJI TOJIOBY M CKaJl KyJIaKH, CJIOBHO Ha CAMOM [IeJIe CHJIbHO TIEpeKUBa
13-3a Heylauu. EqVMHCTBEHHOM ero paHou Obla HeOOJIbIIas aparHa Ha IeKe, U3 KOTOPOi TaBHO
YK€ He TeKJ1a KPOBb.

— BbI cobupaetech ux uckarb? — cnpocuia Huka, xmypsic. OHa crenana Bujl, YTO CHUIIBHO
oOecrokoeHa noTepei Oaraxa.

— V Hac npuka3s oxpaHATb Bac, rocrnoxa! — rpOMKO MPOU3HEC MY:KYMHA. — Mbl HE MOXEM
THATBCS 32 KaXK/IBIM QyIIeryoom. Xopolo erie, 4To BCe OCTAIUCH TIEJTbI.

Huka u He paccunThiBasia, 4T0 NOTEPSHHBIE BELU KTO-TO KMUHETCS AOroHATh. HactanBars oHa B
MOOOM Cllydae He coOOMpasiach, CIIPOCHJIA JIUIIb JUIs TOTO, YTOOBI BCE BHITTIA/IENO O0Jiee HATypasIbHO.

— W 3a 4yTO BaM TOJILKO TOCTIOAWH JEHBIM TUIATUT? — MpoBOpYasa Dib3a. OHA, KOHEYHO, 3HAJIA,
YTO HE CJIeJyeT UCKaTh MOTEPSHHBIE CYHAYKH, HO CUTYallMs BCE PABHO €€ CHJIbHO pa3jpaxara.

— IMocnemnmmM, — ocraBuia TouKy BepoHrka u 3a0pajach 0OpaTHO B KapeTy.

DJb3a CKOJIB3HYJIA ciefoM. Kak TombKO Bepla KapeTbl 3aKpbliach, OHA XUTPHIM B3IJISIOM
MOCMOTpEJA Ha TOCTIOKY.

— Vnanoce? — menorom cnpocuia oHa. Ee rma3a cBepkaid OT BOCTOPra, a Be/lb €llle HEJAABHO
JeByIIKa OblTa KpaliHe HarryraHa!

— Tuine, — mukHy a Ha Hee Huka, efjBa 3aMeTHO yIbIOHYBIIHCH. — PaHO pasoBathest, — nepernuia
OHa Ha 111enoT. — OHU BIIOJTHE MOTYT MTPOBEPUTH CYHIIYKH Ha Onvkaiiiiem npusajie. Ham HyxHO yilTu
KaK MOJKHO JaJIbIIIe.

[Tocne 3TOrO Kask/Ablii HOBBII I€Hb, OTIEJSIONIUHI UX OT rpa)CTBA U OT MOJACTABHBIX pa30ONHU-
KOB, BcTpevasicss Hukoi u Dimb301 ¢ 6rarocioBeHreM. YeM Jalibilie OHU ye3:xKau, TeM OoJbIe yOek-
JAJIMCh, YTO HUKTO M3 HAEMHHMKOB HE TIOIyMaJl IPOBEPUTh CYHIYKH MOBTOPHO. DTO OBLIO HACTOSIIIEH
yAayeu.

bimxe k cronuue noroga Havaaa MEHATbCS — CTAHOBUIJIOCH Teruiee. BepoHuka He Moria cMme-
HUTb I1J1al], Be[lb BCE €€ Bellly ObLIN YKpaaeHbl. [I0aToMy OHa CHslJIa ero, OCTaBIIUCh B OTHOM I1JIaThe.

— Ckopo cronuua, — Mpou3Hecna OqHaXabl ib3a. — OCTanoch COBCEM HEMHOTO.

Huka kuBHyna. [lo ee moacueram, A0 LEHTPAJIBHOIO TOpoJa KOPOJEBCTBA OCTAJach BCErO
Hezens myTh. HaeMHMKM MX Tak M He IOTHAJIM, HO C KaXIbIM JJHeM BepoHuKa orryana, Kak yCusu-
BaeTcs TpeBora. [1o Bcemy BBIXOAMIIO, UTO «pa300MHUKU» IOJKHBI 100OPAThCS 10 HUX CO THS HA JIEHb.

— 3aBtpa, — npodopmotasa Huka. Dmb3a KUBHYA.

Ha cnenyronmmii ieHb 1o Be4ep OHM BCTaJIM Ha CTOSIHKY. BepoHuka eapa morma cuaers. Yys-
CTBO MPUOIMKAIOLIECNCS] ONTACHOCTH 3aCTaBJISIO TIOJHUMATHLCS BOJIOCKH Ha TeJle.

Houblo, xorma Bce CTpaxku CIiaid, YCHIIUIEHHBIE MOACHIIAHHBIM B €y COHHBIM IOPOLIKOM,
BepoHuka ¢ Dnb301 cTOSIM Ha NiepeKkpecTke, Aoxkuaasch Muxas. CylniecTBoBal 1IAHC, YTO MapeHb
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He npuenet. OH BIOJHE MOT IaBHO Yke cOexarb co BceM 3omotoM. Ecnut kK yTpy Muxaii He siBUTCS,
petia Huka, To MM ¢ Dn1b30i IpUaeTCcs: BOCIONB30BaThCs 3allaCHbIM TU1aHOM. OcTaBaThes ¢ OXpa-
HOU 1 Aasbiiie BepoHuka He xoTea.

Korna oxunanue crano coBceM HEBBIHOCMMBIM, HuKa ycnblnana TUXuil CTyK KombIT. OHu ¢
D301 MEePErTISIHY/IUCh U IOPKHYJIN B KYCTHI HETTOAAJIEKY, PEIUB ISl Hayaia IOCMOTPETh, KTO efeT.

— Hdymaere, 310 Muxaii? — menoTom cpocuiia Djib3a, HEBOJIbHO MPUKUMASICh K TOCTIONE TUIOT-
Hee, CJIOBHO HAJIesIach, YTO 3TO TIOMOKET CIPABUTHCS C HEPBHOM JIPOKBIO.

— Tuine, — nonpocuina BepoHuka.

OTonBHMHYB HABUCIIYIO HaJl HUIMU BETKY, OHa COCPEIOTOUMIIa BHUMAHUE Ha IOPOTe.

Bckope onu yBunenu Bcagnuka. Cepane Huku pyxHyso ot crpaxa. Muxai yexan Ha Tesere!
Hukakux BcaJHUKOB 371ech ObITh He JOKHO! Heyxenm «pa30ooitHukm» ?!

He ycriena oHa cribHO 3alaHUKOBATh, KK Y€JIOBEK MOAbexall ONiKe.

— D10 Muxaii! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA DJb3a U MPUHSIIACH BHIOUPATHCS.

Huka e cnermmna. OHa BHUMATEIbHO IOCMOTpEJIa Mo CTOpOHaM, HO, KpoMe Muxasi, HUKOTo
oonblie He yBuaeaa. OCTOPOKHO BCTaB, OHA BBHIOpAiach M3 KYCTOB M BOIMPOCUTEILHO MOCMOTpEa
Ha MapHs.

— Tenera menneHHas1, — MPOU3HEC TOT, CIEMIMBAsACh. — S mpogai ee.

— A Bemm? — cripocuia Huka, nonxons 6mike. OHa Bce elle MocMaTpuBalia 1Mo CTOPOHAM,
oracaschb, 4to Muxaii Mor ee rmpeaaTb.

— Ilpoctute, rocnioxa, s1 B3I Ha ce0s1 CMEJIOCTh TIOTPATUTh HEMHOT'O 30JI0Ta, — CMYIIEHHO
MIPU3HAJICS TTAPEHb, MPUKACASICh MaJblieM K KOHYMKY HOCA.

— [Motparuth? — M3yMiIeHHO Npor3Heca Dib3a. — Tl moTpaTui AeHsru rocroxu? Tel B cBOEM
yme?!

— Tume, Dnb3a, — onepHy/a ee BepoHuka, a morom oOparuiack K napHio: — OObsICHU.

— 4 mopymaui, yTo Ha Tesere Mbl gajneko He yenem. Ilpoman ee. Ho nener He xBarano s
MOKYITKY HEIOCTAIOIIMX JIOIMIA/IeH, — MOsSCHUT MuXxail. — 1 ocTaBUII OCTaIbHBIX UyTh JaJIbIIIe OTCIONA.
Bery cioxun B TIOKM U IPUBSI3aT K OOKaMm.

Huxka BeiioxHyna. BripodeM, 10 KOHIIa OHa pacciadiaThCs He cTaa.

— Tak 4ero mbl croum? — miporienTaia dmb3a. — Kyna uaru?

— Ciona, — oTBeTMJI Muxaii 1 HeyBepeHHO norisaen Ha Huky, clioBHO mpoBepsist, HACKOJIBKO
Ta 3712 U3-32 €r0 UHUIIMATUBHI.

— Benu, — Besiena Beponuka, 1axe He gymasi CEpAUTHCS.

OHa JIefiCTBUTENILHO He cOOOpa3uiia, 4To Ha Tejiere OHM Jajieko He yeayT. Cefiuac Hy)KHO Kak
MOXHO CKOpee MOKMHYTh 3TO MecTo. UyTh M0O3%ke MOKXHO OyAeT Mpojarh Jomaaed U CHOBa KyIUTh
TeJlery, oHa OyJeT MpUBJIEKaTh MEHbIIle BHUMAHK, YeM TPU BCAAHUKA. XOTs, €CIIM TaK MOLyMarh,
BEPXOM MOKHO TpOeXaTh ke TaM, I1e HeT MyTH, a AJIs TeJIerH Hy)KHa Jopora.

K o6neruenuio BepoHrku, OKoJIO Jomiaaei HUKTO He kaait. OHa Oosiack, uto Muxai npena
ee, HO HeT, BOKPYT MO-TPeXHEMY OBLIO TUXO U OE3ITIO/IHO.

— Capnere 6okom? — cipocut Muxaii, momorast Huke 3aJie3th Ha Jiommajp. — B riatee HeygoOHo.

Huka cpasy orOpocuia 3ty 3ateio. OHa onacajach, YTO MOMPOCTY COCKOJIB3HET C Ceia, Beb
cama BepoHnKa HUKOT/Ia Ha JIONIAASX He €3/I1JIa, A Ha OMBIT AJSHHBI HEJb3sI ObLIIO MOJTOKUTHCS, TOT
OBbLIT BeCbMa CKY/THBIM.

Bwmecto Toro uto6sl MyunTthesi, Huka pemmressHo nepekrHysia HOTy depe3 KpyIl U cena To-
Myxcku. Ecim Muxaii 1 ObLT yIMBJIEH, TO CJIOBA HE CKa3aJl.

[Nonpasue miatbe, BepoHunka mogymana, 4To CleloBaloO HajAeTh ITaHel. HaBepHoe, 4yTh
Mo3%ke, Korjaa oHu OyayT B OoJibield 0€30MacHOCTH, OHA Ha BCSAKUH CITydaid IepeoJeHeTCsl.

Kak Tos1pK0 3Ta MBICITH TOSIBUIIACH B TOJIOBE, HKa OLIEHWBAIOIIMM B3MJISII0M OKUHYJIA (DUTYpy
Muxas. [TapeHs ObUT 3aMETHO KpyITHEe, HO €ro BeIlly BCe PaBHO JOJIKHBI ObUTH MOJIOUTH.
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— Jlyuiie exathb 1o Jiecy, — npeajoxmi Muxail. — HenasHo nox b mporiesn. Ha gopore He Tak
MHOro otnevyaTkoB. Eciu 3a Hamu OyaeT MoroHs1, Hac JIeTKO CMOTYT BBICIIETUTb.

— A o necy? — ciipocuia Huka. — Pa3Be crieionbiTel He HAWAYT criefibl TaM?

Muixaii HaKJIOHWJICS M YTO-TO HAlleWJI Ha KOMBITO CBOeW Jiomiaau. [locie 3Toro oH BhIIpS-
MUJICS] ¥ TIOBepHYJIcs K Beponuke.

— 4 Hajen Ha HoOrwm Jomaaend Msrkue memoyku. OHU TO3BOJIIT HEMHOTO CKPBITh CJIE[IBI.
[Moenem 1o Hosee KaMEHUCTOMY ITyTH.

Huka comHeBasiach, 4To MOJOOHOE KaK-TO YAYUIIMT X MOJIOKEHUE, HO BO3paXaTh, KOHEUHO,
HE cTaja.

Bckope onu BbIBUHYIMCH B yTh. Muxail exan Brepeau. Crnepom 3a HuM Huka. 3ambikana
MaJIOYMCIIEHHYIO KOJIOHHY Diib3a. Cy/isi o TOMY, KaKk YBEPEHHO JIEBYIIIKA JIEpKaJlaCh Ha JIOLIAIU, ei
Y paHbllle IOBOIIIOCHh €3JUTh BepXoM. A BOT BepoHuke npuxoausock Tyro. Bee kazanock Heynoo-
HbIM. Eii He OueHb HpaBUJIOCh CUJIETh, HACTOIBKO IMPOKO Pa3BUHYB HOTH. JlomIaab MoKauynBaiach,
ordero Huke ka3anock, 4To OHa B OO0 MOMEHT MOXET yracTh. ONIyIeHre XHUBOTo Tejia Mo co0ou
3aCTaBJISIIO KEJYJOK 3aBs3bIBAThCA y37IOM. B 3T0T MOMeHT HuKa moHsia, 4To HUKOrAa He Oyaer
MOKJIOHHHUIIEW BepXOBOM e3/1l. OHa HEMHOTO 0OsJIach JIomaay 1 Obula YBepeHa, uTo Ta 9TO 3HAeT.

CHayvaJa, Korya ObUJIO ellle He TaK CBETJIO, OHU €Xali JOCTAaTOYHO MeJJIEHHO, HO TI0 Mepe TOro,
KaK MOJIHMMAJIOCh COJIHIIE, UX CKOPOCTh BO3pacTaa.

— Hapno criemmnts, — nosicann Muxai, 3aMeTUB XMypoe BhIpaXKeHHe Ha JInIie Tocroxu. — Harma
CKOPOCTh CJIMIIKOM Masia. S Mory moBecTH Bac, rocroxa. Bam mpocto HyxHO OygeT AepkaTbcs
Kperue. XoTute? — CIPOCKJI OH, TJIsIIsl BBUKUIAIONIE.

Kt0-TO Ipyroii, BO3MOKHO, BO3MYTHIICS Obl, BE/Ib TONOOHOE MPEAJIOKEHUE 32/IeBaJI0 TOPIOCTb,
HO Huka numib KMBHY/A M OT/asa y3/Ibl, a caMa CXBaTHJIach 3a CeI0, Kperde CTUCKUBAsI 3yObl.

OHM OCTaHOBWJIMCH TOJBKO Onvke K 00eny. BepoHuka eaBa cMoria cnonstu ¢ Jiommaau. Ee
HEMHOTO MYTHJIO OT HampsikeHusi. Horu u cnvHa Havanmm Gonets, HO Huka He coOupanach xajo-
BaThCSl.

Korzaa oHa BbIIBHHYIA TTPEATIOKEHIE UM € DJIb30H MePeoeThCsl B MYKCKYIO OIEXKIY, €€ BCTpe-
THJIM JIBa HETIOHUMAIOIIMX Y JTaKe IIOKMPOBAHHBIX B3IVISAA.

— Hagets onexay Muxas? — yrounuia Diip3a M IOCMOTpeJia Ha napHs. TOT BbINIsIE] CUIIBHO
CMYIIeHHbIM. — HO JKeHIIMHBI He HOCAT IITAHOB.

— 3Hato, — kuBHyna Huka. — Ho B mtanax Oyaer ynoOnee. M Tpu BcaiHUKaA MYXUMHBI ITPUBJIE-
KyT MEHbIIIe BHUIMaHHMSI, YeM eIyIlI1e BEPXOM XKEHIIIMHBI B IJIaThsIX.

UYem nosnbire qymana BepoHrka, TeM Oosbliie el Ka3aloch, 9To ujes crosimas. Eciam s mect-
HBIX IITAHBI HA KEHIIIUHE ObLIIM YeM-TO HEBEPOSATHBIM, TO cama Huka He oryIana HUKakux mpooiem
C UX HOIIIeHHWeM. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, B MPOIILION KMW3HU OHA OYEHb YacTO XOIWIa B JuUkMHcax. U He
TOJIBKO B HUX.

Muixaii Bce-Taku MOJEUICS CBOMMU BEIIaMU.

Ilepeonesiasics nb3a BCKOpe OlEHWIa Takou BUJ ofexapl. OHa, CIIOBHO MOJE/b Ha MOIU-
yMe, IPUHSJIACch PacXaxuBaTh Tyla-ciofa, Tpedys 3aBepeHri, YTo TaKoW Haps[ ei K uiry. Muxaii,
K KOTOpOMY OHa U MpHCTaBaJia, He 3HaJI, KyJa AeTh I71a3a OT CMyIleHus1. Bce ero Mo nokpacHeso.

Bonocer Obut poOsIeMoi, HO oTpe3arh UXx BepoHmka omacasiack. BmecTo KapmuHaJIBLHOTO
peleHrsl OHa 3aruiesia Kocy M OOepHy/ia ee BOKPYT TOJIOBBI, MOBSI3aB CBEpXy Inapd. Boirsapeno
CTpaHHO, HO Muxaii 3aBepuJI €e, 4TO BUJl HOPMAJIbHBIN M HE CJMILIKOM OA03PUTENIbHBIN.

Kpome mtanoB u pyoariek, Muxail Moiesuiicsi ¢ HAMUA U TIPOCTBIMH, JIOBOJIBHO CTapbIMU Ha
BU/1 TU1araMu. [1py 3ToM napeHb MOCTOSTHHO M3BMHSIICS, UTO €ro OfIeKAa HACTONBKO BeTxast, Ho Huka
He 00paTuiia Ha N3HOIIEHHOCTh HUKAKOTO BHUMaHUs1. [1o ee MHEHMIO, Tak ObLIO Jake JIydllle.

Hackopo nepekycHB, OHU OTIPaBUJIKCH Jasibliie. BepoHrKa oueHb HaJies1ach, 4TO BCE €€ TPY/Ibl

OKYTISITCSl Uy HUX TIOTYYUTCS] YIUTH OT TIOrOHU. A 4uTo moroHs Oputa, Huka He coMmHeBanach.
keksk
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Jlxapeil BHUMATeJIbHO OCMOTpEJT HeflaBHee MeCTO CTOSTHKU. EMy HeTpymHO ObUIO MOHSATH, KaK
JABHO 3TO MECTO MOKUHY/IU JToau. [TpoIiio sBHO 4yTh MEHbIIE CYTOK.

CMy11aJ10 €ro TOJNBKO OfIHO — Ha MEPEKPECTKE ClIe/bl pacXoauminuch. Kasanoce, oTps 1o Kakou-
TO IPUYMHE PA3IEIUIICS.

HenoBonbHO npuUIIlypyBIIKCH, OH TIOBEPHYJICA K UIIeliKe. 30J10Tasi MOHeTa, KoTopyio [lxapei
3a0paJ y JIOOOBHUIIB, TABHO TIepeKoveBasia K Mary roucka. Mar OblT OTKPOBEHHO CJTA0CHBKUM, HO
€ro CoCOOHOCTEH I0JIKHO OBbLJIO XBATUTH 11 TOTO, YTOOBI OTCIIEIUTD CJIeJI, OCTABIIMIACS HA MOHETE.

— WX TyT Her, — ckazan JIxapeil, HeIOBOJILHO IVIs1sl HA Mara.

Tot Ge3pa3nrMyHO Ha HEero MOCMOTPEIT, I0CTal MOHETY M TIOTep ee B pykax. Ha ero suiie nosiBu-
JIOCh 33 JyMYMBOE BbIPaXKEHHE, CJIOBHO OH K UYEMY-TO MPUCITYILIUBAJICS.

Korpa [Ixapeit ToJbKO B3s11 MOHETY, OH OIacasicsi, 4To Jo4b rpada K Hell He npukacaiack. Ho
UM TIOBE3JI0 — XUTpasi AeBUIla JOTPOHYJIACh 10 30JI0Ta MPEXKIE, YEM OHO MOMNAJIO B CYHIYK, peIHa-
3HaYeHHbIN 11 Ko3enuH.

Jlxapeit gymal, 4To IEBUOHKA, ONacasiCh BO3ME3Hs, COSKUT OT CBOUX KOHBOMPOB B TOT e
IeHb, KaK N30aBUTCS OT MOUIOKHBIX CYHIYKOB. HO OHa 10 Kakoi-To MpUYKHE MPOJOIKaa CJIeA0BaTh
HAMEYEHHOMY IyTH, KOTOPBIA MPUBEN UX MPAKTUIECKU K CTONUIIE.

C kaxapiM 1HeM Jlkapero CTaHOBMIIOCh Bee MHTepecHee! EMy XoTenoch 3HaTh, UTO OHA 3a]y-
Majia. A erre ouMarh ee U IOCMOTPETh, Kak AJaiiHa OyaeT n3BopaunBathes. Heyxkenn nqous rpada
JEWCTBUTEJILHO MPOCTO XOTEJa 3aIUTUTh CBOE 30JI0TO OT Ka/JHBIX PYK Mauexu?

Kaxapiii npomenmmii aeHp, mpuoakaonmi otpsaa Ixapes K cTonmie, HaMeKall, 4To e
O0OCTOUT UMEHHO Tak. MyKUnHa Jaxe HayaJl HEMHOTO pa304yapoBHIBaThCA. M BOT HOBBIA cloprpu3!
I'pynna siBHO pa3aenuiack U HalpaBWIach B pa3Hble CTOpoHbI. [Touemy?

— Tyna? — npepBa ero Mpic/v MILe¥Ka, KUBHYB I'0JI0BOM B HAIIPABJIEHUU JIeca.

Jkapei IMupOKO U XUIIHO YIbIOHYIIcs. EMy cHOBa ctano nHTepecHo. [locMoTpeB B yKa3zaHHYIO
CTOPOHY, OH OBICTPO TOJOINEN K JIOMIAN U 3anpbirHy;1 Ha Hee. Creipl Ha gopore ero OoJblie He
MHTEPECOBAJIN.

— Briepen! — KpUKHYI OH M TTPUIITIOPUJT JIOMmab. Ta BCXpanHyia ¥ ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO JBUHYJIACH
C MECTa, CTyIasi B TUXUil, HEMHOTO CyMpPa4HbIii Jiec.

Chycrst mapy iHel OXpaHHHMKH, KOTOpbIe OTIIPABMIIMCH Ha TIOMCKHU cOeskaBIel nouepu rpada,
BEPHYJIUCH K MepekpecTKy. Kaxplii oTpsi moTepren Heyaayy.

My>XK4MHBI XMYPO MEeperyIsSHYJIUCh. Y HUX ObUT YETKHIA MPUKA3 — JOCTAaBUTh AJISIHY K KOPOJTIO.
Onu 006s13aHBI OBUTM TIPUCMATPUBATD 32 HEel, YTOOBI I0Ub Tpacda ABUIACH KO JBOPY IEJION U MO BO3-
MOKHOCTH HEBPEIUMOM.

Bce 1m0 xopoiro, OHM J1ake HEMHOTO PacciaadUiINCh, TIOKa OJHAKIbI HE IPOCHYJINCH JTHEM,
OOHApYKUB, UTO HU JIEBUOHKH, HU €€ CIIy’)KaHKHU B Jlarepe HerT.

BhICcTpO MocoBeaBImch, OHU OTITPABIIIUCH UCKATh, PEIIUB, YTO IEBYIIKU MPOCTO OTOIILIHU 10
7JIeaMm 3a MepBble NoNaBIIrecs KycTel. Yepes mapy 4acoB CTaJIo OHATHO, UTO JIeBHIA cOesxana!

310 He OBUIO [IsI MYKUYMH HEOXKUAAHHOCTHIO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCE KOPOJIEBCTBO 3HAJIO, UTO
KOPOJIb MPOKJIAT U €0 KeHbl yMupanu. HeynmBurtensHo, 4To g0ouepH rpada He XOoTesaoch 1ist ceds
Tako# ydactu. Ho axe noHMMaHue He CMSATYUiIo Cepliia OX PaHHUKOB.

Ecnu oHM He I0CTaBAT IEBUOHKY K KOPOJIIO, TO UM He M30exaTh HakazaHus oT rpacpuau. Kro
3HAET, YTO JyIs HUX npraymaeT sKo3enuH, Korjaa y3HaeT, 4To najuepuiia coexana.

PaccynuB, 4to ciemyeT Kak MOXKHO CKOpee HalTH cOeKaBIIyIO MOIONIEYHYI0, OHU Pa3IesHINCh
Y OTIIPABUJIUCH B Pa3HBIE CTOPOHBI, PACCUMTHIBASI, UTO YUTH JajieKO OETISTHKY He Mord. M BOT criycTs
napy JHed OHU coOpasrch BHOBb. HU y KOTO M3 HUX HE ObLJIO XOPOIIMX HOBOCTEH.

—Yro genars? — cupocuI1 y ToBapuILEei OIMH U3 My K4UiH. Eciii moHavyany oH, Kak 1 OCTaJIbHbIE,
ObLT yBEpPEH B CKOPOM pa3pelieHn MpoOJIeMsl, TO ceivac 3araHuKOBaJ.

— HyxHO BepHYTbCS U IONIOKUTH, — IPEATIOKIIT BTOPOH.
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— Her, — He cornacuiica tperuii. — Ham Hy:)xHO npopoykuth noucku. Ecnu rpaduns y3naer,
YTO JEBYOHKA CcOEXKaa, Mbl JIUIIIUMCS TOJIOB.

Bce mocmoTpenu Ha Hero ckenTuyecky. Tak Jiv BelMKa UX BUHA, YTOOBI JIMIIATH 32 9TO KU3HU?

— Yt0? — TpeTtuil ppIpKHYJ, HEPBHO NOIIS/IEB 110 CTOPOHaM. — TOJIbKO HE TOBOPUTE, UTO HE
MOHMMaeTe, — JOOABIJI OH, a MOTOM, YBU/IEB PACTEPSHHOCTh Ha JIMIAX TOBAPUINEH, TPSI3HO BHIPY-
rajics. — JleB4oHKa JIOJKHA ObUIA CTaTh )KEHOU KOpoJis!

Bownbl 061ymManum 3Ty MbIC/Ib M KMBHYIU. B Hell He Obl10 HIYero HoBoro. Bee B rpadcte Bone
3HAJIM, YTO MJIAJIIAast 104b (K CJIOBY, POK/IEHHAsI B 3aKOHHOM Opake!) BCKOpe JOJKHA NMACTh KePTBOM
CTPAIITHOTO MPOKJIATHUS.

OrmisineB HEMOHUMAIOIINE JINIIA, TPETHH ellle pa3 BHIPYTaJiCs, a IIOTOM MPHHSUICS OOBSICHSATD.

— Ero BennuectBy HykHa keHa. OOBIYHO STOW YeCTH YIOCTAMBAETCs CTapIliasi JOYb CEMBH.
[Monnmaete? — TpeTHiA MHOTO3HAYUTENILHO BCEX OIIISICTL.

Bckope Ha uI1ax HEKOTOPBIX HAYAJIO MOSIBIIATHCS POOKOE OCO3HAHME, KOTOPOE BCKOpE TpaHC-
(hopmMupoBaIOCh B OTYETIIUBBIN CTPaX.

— U 4t0? — cipocu BTOPO#, KOTOPBIX HE MOHSJT POBHBIM CYETOM HMYETO U3 CKA3aHHOTO.

— A TO, — He BBIIEpKaJl YeTBEPTHIN, MOTUABILIHNIA JJO ITOTO, — YTO €CJIM HET MJIA/IIIEH T0YepH,
TO KOPOJTIO OTBE3YT cTapinyio. Korma oHa yMper oT MpokJIsTus, TpaduHs cIepeT ¢ Hac MKYpy 3a To,
YTO MbI YIYCTUJIM IEBYOHKY ! BeJib IMEHHO 1o 3TOM MpUYMHE ee POAHON JOYepH MPUAETCS 3aMEHUTh
MJIaIIyIo cecTpy!

Bropoii, 06aymaB cioBa ToBapwuina, pe3ko nooneaHes. OrisaeBIrch o CTOPOHaM, OH 350KO
MOEKUIICS, OYATO eMy BAPYT CTajlo OYeHb XOnoaHO. [loTepeB mieio, OH pacTepssHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha
OCTaJIbHBIX.

— Coexnm? — poOKO MPEIOKIUIT OH.

YMuparb eMy TOUHO He XOTes0ch. HaiiT IeBYOHKY He MpeICTaBIIsIOCh BO3MOKHBIM. MO3KHO,
KOHEYHO, ellle OUCKAaTh, HO TeNepb eMy Ha4yaslo Ka3aThCsl, YTO KaXbIi IeHb IPOMeJICHUsT TIPUOITH-
KaeT ero K HeMUHYeMOM, OUeHb OOJIE3HEHHOW U MYUYHMTEIILHON CMEPTH.

BouHbl OBICTPO MEperIsHyIMCh. DTa MBICTb MEJIbKHY/IA B TOJIOBE y Kaxaoro. HUKToO u3 Hux
HE OIIyIIan ce0si BAHOBATHIM B TOM, UTO MIPOU3OIILIO. SICHO Be/lb KaK JIeHb, YTO MX YEM-TO ONOMIIH!
Wnave onu Bpsizt OBl cliajivl Tak JOJITO. A pa3 Tak, TO M yMUPaTh HUKTO U3 HUX HE COOMpPAJICS.

— CoexuM, — COrNacuiICsl TPETUI M TMIPUHSIJICS CAUPATD C ONIEK/Ibl BCE MPU3HAKHU TOTO, YTO OH
KOrga-amdo CITyKuJil roj 3HameHeM rpagda borne. — Ho cHavana Hy’)KHO KOe-4To clienarh.

Heckonpko mHe# crycTss HEOOMBINON KyNeyecKrid KapaBaH HATKHYJICS HAa MeCTO Tparevu.
Oxono moporu crosiia pa3outasi Kapera co ciaeaMu Meueid W TornopoB. Hemopasneky BHIHEIMCDH
TMIOYEPHEBIIINE CIIe/Ibl KPOBH, a B JIeCy BCKope Obliia Haii/ieHa pa3ojipaHHasi 1 OKPOBaBJICHHAS Ok Ia.

Bbi10 0ueBHIHO, UTO HA HEOOJBIIYIO TPYIIITY Hanaiu. 3a0paB BCe IEHHOE, IPECTYTHUKH OCTa-
BWJIM HA JIOPOTe JIMIIb N3JIOMaHHYIO KapeTy U TPYIibl, KOTOpbIE TIOC/E YTAITUIN B JIEC JUKKE 3BEpPH.

— [Nocnemmm, — TpeBOKHO MpUKa3al Kylell, OrisAbBasich Mo ctopoHam. HaeepHoe, cTronso
ycuiuth oxpany. [lormsauTe, Kakue 3BepcTBa ciayvaiotcs! A Benpb cronuna coBceM psimom! Kyna
TOJILKO CMOTPUT KOPOJIb?!

HukTo He cTasn cioputh ¢ BiajiesblieM KapaBaHa. JIioay ¢ ornackoit 000THY/ I CTPAIIHOE MECTO,
CTPEMSICh OKa3aThCsl OT HETO KaK MOKHO Jajiblie. A elle HeJJaBHUe OXPaHHUKH B 3TO BPeMsl YIIOPHO
MYaJIMCh TTPOYb OT CTONHUIBI U rpadpcTBa BoHe, criacas COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb.

keksk

Huka He no3Bosisiia cebe pa3BaMBaThCsl, XOTS 32 HECKOJIBKO JTHEW MyTH BEPXOM BCE €€ TeJlo
Hel[aJHO OOJIEeNIO ¥ MPOCTO YMOJISUIO O TOIIAJIe.

Kaxmoe yTpo moce noiroi, HarmoJTHEHHOW TPEBOKHBIM CHOM M HEpBO3HOCTHIO (BepoHuke Bce
BpeMs Ka3aJloCh, YTO B JIIOOOM MOMEHT M3-3a OJIMKAWIIero KycTa BBICKOUYAT MPeCc/ieoBATEeNIN) HOUH
OHa Koe-Kak 3abupaJach Ha Jioliajpb. Ee mogaepkuBaa JHIb MBICITb, YTO TOCTIE TOr0, KaK OHU IOKH-
HYT KOPOJIEBCTBO, MOXHO OyZIeT OTIOXHYTb XOTSI ObI HEMHOTO.

28



C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

— Hukorma Gonbinie He Oymy e3IUTh BEpXOM, — MPOBOpUYAA OHA, ykKe TMOYTH TMpodeccro-
HAJILHO TIOKaYMBasiCh B cejiyie. CI0KHO He HAyUIUThCS JIEPKAThCS MPABIITBHO, KOTIa TeOe TPUXOIUTCS
HECKOJIBKO JHEN MO 3aHUMAaTbCsl YCUIIEHHOM MTPAKTUKOM.

Anb3a 1 Muxail eITakCh Napy pa3 yoeauThb ee OTIOXHYTh, HO BepoHrnka oTMaxuBasach.

OnHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa JJbIXaHUE OMACHOCTH, MogOuparoreecs: c3aau. MHorma ona ropopmia ceobe,
YTO 9TO BCETO JIMIIIb HEPBO3HOCTh U M3JMIIIHEe BooOpakeHre. Ho moTom BCKakvBasia cpeay HOUH,
eBa yHuMasi OellleHo KoJoTsIeecs: cepiie. B Takue MOMEHTHI Y Hee BOJIOCKU Ha TeJie BCTaBaJId
np1iooM. BepoHuka Oblia yBepeHa, uTo 3a Hell KT0-To uzeT. M 3Ta yBepeHHOCTh OblTa HACTOJIBKO CHJTh-
HOI, YTO OT Hee He MOIy4aloCh OTMaXHYThCS.

Bckope oHu 00OTHYIHM CTONUITY U YITyOWIHCH B Jieca 3a Held. Huka jaymana, 4To mocrie 3Toro
ee HepBbI XOTh HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOSITCSI, HO HUYEro MOJOOHOTO He MPOU3OIILIO.

— XoTHTte UTh? — cripocriia b3a, HAOMoAast, KaK TOCIOka TPEBOKHO XOIUT 1O KPOXOTHOM
XMKMHE, HA KOTOPYIO OHU HATKHYJIUCH B Iy TH.

[Tpousoruio 310 Kak pa3 TOrAa, KOrja OHU MCKAJIM MECTO ISl Houslera. XWKUHA BhIIIsAAEa
cTapoil. X035IMH SIBHO JIABHO TIOKUHYJI €€, OCTABMB HEOOJIBIIION JIOM pa3BaMBaThCs IITyOOKO B Jiecy.
YOpaHCTBO BHYTPH OBLIO CKYIHBIM, HO HUKTO He kajioBajics. Muxait ¢ Db301 1a)ke HEMHOTO IPH-
OpaJtich, OTYEro B JIOME CTAJIO KarejbKy YIOTHee.

[Tocne yxxuHa, COCTOSIBIIIETO U3 JIABHO 3a4€PCTBEBILIEH JIETIEIIIKH, KYCKa ChIpa U CYIIIEHOTo Msica,
OerJelisl OTIPABIIIUCH OTAbIXaTh. [lepes 3TuM Muxaii HAKOPMIUT JIOIIAICH U Jajl UM BOJIbI, KOTOPYIO
A00BUT B KOJIOALIE PSAAOM C JOMOM.

— Her, — ormaxnysace Huka.

— 3epHO CKOpO 3aKOHYHUTCS, — npeaynpeat Muxaid. [Tepea moderom oH 03a00THIICS KOPMOM
TS JIOMIA/IeH, HO 3aroTOBJIEHHBIC MEIIOYKHY ObLTH He OeCKOHeUHbIMH. — Yepe3 /1Ba JIHSI MbI JOJIKHBI
BBIUTH K JiepeBHE. MOXKHO KYIIUTh TaM.

Beponuka cxaina ryosl. Eit He XoTenock BHIXOAUTH K JiioasiM. Pano! Kazanock, CTOUT BHICYHYTh
HOC U3 Jieca, Kak 1o ux aymry npuayt! Ho u oTkazarbcsi oHa He Moria. Jlomaaen AedCTBUTETbHO
HYXHO OBUIO YeM-TO KOPMHTb.

Tpasoii? Korga OeqHbIM KXMBOTHBIM €CTh TpPaBy, €C/IM OHU IIEJIbIMUA JHSIMH WAYT Brepen?
Nspenka ManeHbKOMY OTPsiy, KOHEUHO, MPUXOAWIOCh OCTAHABJIMBATHCS HA KOPOTKUM OTHBIX, HO
9TOTO SIBHO OBUIO Ype3BBIYAHO MaJIo!

— Xopor11o, — 06peyeHHo cornacuiack oHa. He xotenock MopuTs Jomanei rononoM. OHM U Tak
ocJjie Takoro MapacoHa BHITJISIIENN YCTABIIUMU U JKAJTKUMHU.

Houbto, korpa Dmp3a 1 Muxaii yxe cnanu, Huka nogHsiiack ¢ yCTpOSHHOM 1S Hee JIS)KaHKU U
BBIIIA U3 XVOKUHBL. OTYEro-to TeMHOTA OblIa He TaKOU TTyOOKOM, Kak J0JKHA Obla OBITh B cepe-
JIMHE HOYHU.

[MomusB ronoBy, BepoHuka nouckasa B HeOe CBeTHIIO, HO HE 3aMeTHJIa HUYero, Kpome sIpKux
3Be3/1. Jla 1 OHU YaCTUYHO MEePEKPHIBATMCH TUXO IIETIECTSAIMMHU OT JIETKOTO BETpa I'yCThIMU KPOHAMMU
JepEBbEB.

Bpanu yxuynu. Huka HeBOJIbHO noexuiiack. Jlec BBIIIsIIEN MyTraoiuM 1 CJIOBHO HACTOPOXKEH-
HbIM. Kazasock, 13 TEMHOTBI CMOTPSIT COTHU TJ1a3, OKU/Aasl €€ JaJTbHEHIINX JeHCTBUI.

B criepytonmii MOMEHT OHa ycIibliiaia MPUITyIIeHHbIe XJIONKU. B3apornys, Huka npukanach
cnuHOM K Bepu. Ha mokocuBIIMiics cTon0O, 3a4eM-TO BKOIIAHHBIN CTaphIM BJIaJeJIblIEM XVIKUHBI B
3eMJIIo0, cesla nTula. Beponuka BeiioxHya. [Ituia He yesnoBek. OHa UM SIBHO HE Bpar.

Korna nepen riasamu nepecraso Bce IuisicaTb OT BCIUIECKA aJpeHaiHa, BepoHuka orsena
HOYHYIO TOCTBIO. TO OKa3ajach COBA.

— Ipuser, kpacaBuila, — BeXKJIMBO Mo310poBaiach Huka.

CoBa yxHyJ1a 1 IOBepHYJIa rojioBy B cropoHy Huku. Ha Mur nokasasiock, 4to rijia3a XUIHUIIbI
BCIIBIXHYJIM TOJyOOBaTO-3€JIeHBIM CBETOM. Takoe ObIBaeT y KOIIEK, KOTjia Ha HUX IOMaJaeT CBET B
TEMHOTE.
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Kytko!

— MoxHo TeOs morimaguth? — 3a4eM-To cripocuia Beponuka. IHTepecHO, COBBI MOTIJIH TIepe-
HOCHTh Kakue-HUOyab 0ose3nu? Bot romyOeit B ropoax TOUHO JIydllle He TPOraTh!

PemmB, 4T0 MOTOM MOXHO MOMBITh pykH, Huka, Biekomas JI0OONBITCTBOM, OTJIEMIIACH OT
asepu u monuia Brepea. CoBa He CABUHYJIACh C MeCTa, HaOMoaast 3a Hell CBOMMM ITyTalONIMMU TJia-
3amu. OHH, MpaBaa, OOJbIIE HE CBETHJIMCh, HO OT MPUCTAJIBHOTO B3IJIsiA MTHUIIBI BCE PABHO OBLIO
KYTKOBATO.

[Nonoias 6mske, BepoHrka MpoTsiHyia pyKy U OCTOPOKHO PUKOCHYJIACH K repbsiM. K ee 6oitb-
IIIOMY YIMBJICHUIO, COBA AaXe He AymMaia ynetarb. OHa JIMIIb BepTesa rojIoBOM, a IOTOM YT POKAIoIIe
IIEJIKHYJIa KJTIOBOM PSIZIOM C HATJIBIMK NaJIblIaMU, KOTOPBIE TSHYJIMCH K €€ TOJIOBe.

Tuxo 3acmesiBIMCch, Huka XoTena ycuimTh Harop, HO B STOT MOMEHT YCJIbIIIIajia HOBBIE XJIOTKH.
[oBepHyBIIMChH, OHA YBHIEa, KaK Ha KOHEK KPBIIIH XWKUHBI YCAKUBAETCS ellie OJHA COBA.

— O, Bac TyT MHOrO, — TpoienTtana BepoHuka yiuBieHHO, a MOTOM yBUZENA, Kak K COBE Ha
KPBIIIIe TPUCOETUHUIIACH ellle Mapa MTHII.

A BOT Ternepp 3TO TOYHO OBUIO OYE€Hb CTPAHHBIM!

CriotHyB, Huka yOpana majblipl OT IepBOi TOCTBY, €/1Ba TIOJABUB KeJIaHUe CIIPSTaTh PyKy 3a
CIIMHOM.

Bckope Bech KOHEK ObLT yCesH MITUIIAMU, KOTOPBIE TO U JIEJIO BEPTENIU TOJIOBOM, BpeMs OT Bpe-
MEHU TUXO yXaJil ¥ UHOW pa3 CBEPKAJIU IJ1a3aMHu.

370 SBHO OBUIO TPOTUBOECTECTBEHHBIM!

Huka He 3Hana, 4TO MPOUCXOIUT U KaK C STUM CIPABUTHCS, TOSTOMY MPOCTO TOPOIUIMBO 3aIlia
BHYTPb XWXKUHBI, PEIIUB, YTO TOCJE ITOrO NTUIBI yOepyTcs nopaibiie. OT HEPBOB, OHA CIIUIIKOM
I'POMKO 3aXJIONHYJIA IBEPb.

— Kro tam? — npocHynack ot nryma Dnb3a. [IpunoaHsB rojoBy, oHa BIJISIEIaCh B TEMHOTY.
[Mo-xoporeMy eii cie10Bajio UCIYTaThCs, HO JEBYIIKA HE MOJTHOCTHIO IIPOCHYJIACh, TOITOMY JaXe He
MOJIyMasia, YTo UX MOT HAWTH HETIPUSTETb.

— 310 1, — npomenTtaina Huka. — Cnu. Bce HopmasbHO.

JleByIiIKa, yCIIbIIIIaB rOJIOC TOCIIOKH, 3€BHYJIA, a OTOM MOBEPHYJIAch Ha JIPyroil OOK U CHOBA
yCHyJa.

Beponuka notepia BHE3arHo 0350111Me PyKH U peliia, YTO Ha CETOJHS el XBaTUT CTPaHHO-
creit. JJoOpaBmvch 10 JIeKaHKM, OHA 3apbUTach JIMIIOM B IUIAI M YTOMJIEHHO B3J0xHY/a. [Ipu sTOM
Huka coBceM He ymasia O TOM, YTO Ja’ke BHYTPY XWKUHBI, IJe lIapuia KpOMeIHasi TEeMHOTA, OHa
BUJIeJIA JIy4llle, YeM JJOIDKHA ObLia.

YTpoM HHMKaKUX COB MOOIM30CTU OHA He OOHAPYKWIA U OOJIErYeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA, TIOCUUTAB,
YTO 3TO OBUIO KAKOE-TO HeJJOpa3yMeHUe WM BOOOIIIe TPOCTO COH. B cBeTe IHsI HOUHbIE CTpaxy MoKa-
3amich Huke HagymaHHbIMU ¥ I1ynibiMd. OHa JdIiib (pbIpKHYIa, moodemas cede B CemyIonmi pas
HE CXO/IUTb C yMa.

Bnke K Beuepy moroga pe3ko u3mMeHunack. Ha 6e3amste:;kHoM Bech ieHb Hebe coOpasiuch TeM-
Hele Tyun. [logHsuics Betep. He OblI0 HUKAKMX COMHEHUH, YTO BCKOpE pa3pa3uTcs rposa.

HanexHoro yKpbITHs Ha HOYb JIOJTO HE YAAaBAJIOCh HANTH, HO TOJ] CaMblii Be4ep MM M0CYaCT-
JIMBUJIOCH HATKHYTHCS Ha TIOJIypa3pyIIeHHOE AEPEBSIHHOE 3/1aHKE, OT KOTOPOTO MAJIO YTO OCTaJIOCh.
Jaxxe nBepb ObUIa BCS B HIESAX M BUCEIA MPAKTMUYECKH HA OIHOM YEeCTHOM ciioBe. YTo 31ech ObUIo
paHblIle — HEU3BECTHO.

— J1o rpaHuUIIBl OCTAJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO, — MMBITAasICh pa30aBUTh FHETYIIEEe MOITYaHHE, IPOU3-
Hecsa Dib3a.

HukTo Ha ee cioBa He oTpearnpoBasl. Bce 1 Tak 3HasM, 9TO CKOPO CMOTYT OIIYTUTB cebst Oosiee
CBOOO/IHO. 3a4eM JIMIITHUIA pa3 03ByUMBaTh OYEBHUIHOE?

B kakoii-to MomeHT BepoHuka, cocpegoTOYeHHO MOMOraBlasl yXaXuBaTh 32 KMUBOTHBIMM,
3amepia, a MOTOM MEIJICHHO, CJIOBHO BHE3AITHO CTaB JEPEBSIHHOM, BBIPSMUIIAC.
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Muixaii mocMoTpes Ha Hee BOITPOCUTENNbHO, HO Hrka HIUero He ckaszasia, JIMIIb CIII0THYJIA.

He6o ocerunock Benbimkoi. CITycTsi HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHME TMOCIBIIIAIICS pa3phIBAIOIIUI
3ByK rpoma. Jlomaau, HarmyraHHbie TPOMKUM TPECKOM, MPUHSIIUCH OECIIOKOMHO BBIPHIBATHCSI.

Pe3ko obepHyBIMch, BepoHnka npuiilypuiach, BCMaTpUBasiCh B TEMHYIO Yally MM03a.

CHOBa CBEpKHYJIa MOJIHHMSI, & TTOCTIe Ha 3eMJTI0 OOPYIINJICS JIUBEHb.

— Yro Takoe? — BCTPEBOKEHHBI HETMIOHSTHBIM IMOBEICHUEM, CIIPOCHI MapeHb. OH BcMarpu-
BaJICs B MOOEJIeBIIIee JIMIO TOCTIOXH, He TIOHUMAs, UTO C Hel.

[TocMoTpeB B HarpaeiieHuu ee B3IVIAAa, Muxail HUKOro U HU4ero He yeuzen. Heyxenu ona
ooutcst rpoma’?

OHnu ¢ Di1b30¥1 TPEBOKHO MEPETTISHYINCD, HE 3Has, YTO NpeApuHATh. CeKyHIbl CKJIa/IbIBATIICh
B MHHYTHI, @ UX TOCTIOXka MPOAOJIKaa CTOSATh HETIOABMKHO, ITOKA B KAKOH-TO MOMEHT He JIepHYJIach,
OyaTo OT yrapa.

Muixaii XoTes IPUKOCHYTHCSI K HEel, HO 3aMEeTHJI KaKoe-TO JBIKeHHe. Pe3ko MOBepHYBIIUCH,
OH YBHJEJ, KaK U3 TOW CaMOW Yallly OMH 32 JAPYTUM BBIXOASIT JIIOIM.

Hcnyranno no6meiHeB, OH BCTAN Mepe TOCHOKOM, HaMepeBasiCh 3alllMTUTh €€ COOCTBEHHOM
KU3HBIO. Jlake CKBO3b IMIOPOX JOKASA OH YCHIBIIIAT 1031 ceOsl JOITHIA BBIIOX, & TIOTOM U TUXHI
OOpEYEeHHBIN CMEIIIOK.

['pynma mozpeit Mex 1y TeM nproOIu3miIack. Muxaii, CTUCHYB 3yObl, ObICTPO OCMOTpEJ KaX/I0TO.
He 0b110 COMHEHMIA, YTO MM Ha ITyTH MONAIUCh HE JOCTOMHBIE YIeHbI OOIIECTBA, a HACTOSIIUE pa3-
OONHUKM.

— IToutu cOesxana, — XOXOTHYJI TOT, KTO CTOsLI Briepe. OH CMOTpeJt TOUHO 3a criuHy Muxasi.

— He nonumato, o yem Bbl, — pousHecia Huka, pemuB urpars 10 KOHIIA. — MBI ¢ BAMH paHblIIle
BCTpEYaJInCh?

Hesnakomerr rpomko paccmesiyics. OH Becesio CBEPKHYIT IVIa3aMU U C/IENAl IIar Briepe.
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I'naBa 4

Jlxapeil rHas rpymiy Biepe]l Ha MAKCUMaJIbHOM CKOPOCTU. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MCHIBITBIBANI HU
C YeM He CpaBHUMBII a3apT HacTosIei oxoTsl! Jlaxke BhICIeKMBAaHUE XUITHUKOB TaK HE BOCXHUILAJIO
Y HE BOOAYILEBJISIO €rO0.

OH HacJa)aaJICcs XUTPOCTBIO M OCTOPOKHOCTHIO JeBYOHKU. KaknM-To 06pazom Oersenam yna-
BAJIOCh HE OCTABJIATH MOC/IE ceOsl 1ake HAMEKOB Ha CYIIECTBOBaHME. DTO TOBOPUIIO, YTO MX BEIET
OIBITHBII CJIEIONBIT, KOTOPBIA TOYHO 3HaJI, KaK 3aMeTaTh CJIe[bl.

Tot, KTO 3HaeT, Kak HailTH, OyJeT 3HaTh U KaK CKPbITh.

310 He Morvia ObITh JEBYOHKA, BeJb 104b Ipaca BpsA[ 11 00y4yaan 4eMy-TO HACTOJIBKO /7S Hee
Oecrosie3HoMy. A 3HaYUT, U3BOPOTIMBOM I0HOH IOCHOXKE YJaJI0Ch IPUBJIEYb HA CBOIO CTOPOHY OYE€Hb
MCKYCHOTO M 3HAIOILIETO YeJIOBEKa.

Jlxapeil He JaBaj CBOUM JIOJSAM AOro OTAbIXaThk. Te gaxke He MbITaauch BOZMYLIAThCSA, Ipe-
KPacHO 3HaJIM, YTO HYKHO HailTH 30710T0. K TOMY e BCs rpynna cocTosiyia UCKTIOUMTEIBbHO U3 a3apT-
HBIX JIIOZIEH, TaK YTO 3Ta MOTOHS HPaBUJIaCh UM HE MEHbIIIe, yeM camoMy Jlxapero.

A onHa)IbI, KOra HeOO HAvalo 3aTArMBaThCs TyyaMu, [lkapel MOHsI, 4To Te, KOTO OHU TaK
J0JITO IpecieaoBaIi, COBCeM Heaaieko. OH ITyMHO BTSHYJI BO3AYX U YJIBIOHYJICS.

— biusko, — moaTBepIMII €ro Jorajiky Uilenka.

Jlionu BOKpyT Toxe 3ay/bl0anuch. B nocneaHue JHU OHU Jake HaYaIl HEMHOI'O NepeKuBaTh.
['panuia npubmmkanack. KoHeuHo, Takas MeIoub UX BPsJ M Obl OCTAHOBMJIA, HO B JIPyT'OM KOPO-
JIeBCTBE NOTpedoBaach Obl OGJIBIIAS OCTOPOKHOCTh. HO MM noBe3/10 — OHM J1orHam!

BernerioB Ob110 Beero Tpoe. Huuero HoBoro. [Ixkapeii yxe 3Han 06 3tom. Ilapens, crosmuii
BIIEpe/IH, ero Majlo BOJIHOBAJ, KaK M JEBUIIA, BUETIMBILAACS B JIOIIA/Ib TaK, CJIOBHO Ta MOIJIa YeM-TO
NOMOYb. A BOT I0HasI TOCTIOXKa, OOJTaYeHHAs! B MYKCKOI KOCTIOM, MHTepecoBasia [[xapesi 6e3MepHO.
OH HuKoOr/1a paHee He BUJEJ, YTOObI XKEHIIMHA HaJleBala MYKCKHE OfIexK bl !

[larnys BHiepen, oH XoTeJl OTOABMHYTh Memaiomiee Teso. [lapeHp Hanpsrcs, 1aBasi MOHSTH,
YTO TaK MPOCTO HE CABMHETCS ¢ MecTa. [[xapeil HaxMypuJics, a IOTOM MaxHyJs pykol. Heckosbko
YeJIOBEK MTHOBEHHO CKPYTHJIM HEJOBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYBILETO MaJbYMIIKY M OTTAIIWIN B CTOPOHY.

— OcropoxHee! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA I0HAs TOCNOXKA, VI Ha CBOETO CIIYTy C TPEBOTOM.

Jlxapeii OKMHYJT B3MJISIIOM OOTSIHYTBIE TKaHbIO HOTW. Ero BenmyecTBy 3HaTHO 1MoBe3o!

— UYro BBI XOTHTE? — CIIPOCKJIA JOYb I'paca U MOCMOTpEa MPSIMO U MPUCTAJIBHO. B cBETIBIX
1a3ax nonsixaja spocts. OueHs Bo30yxawomee 3peiuie! Kanb, 9To OH He UMeeT MmpaBa XoTsl Obl
nonpo6oBaTk. — Mbl Bam He Meram!

— Hy, ny, — npousnec [Ixapeii, mogxons ommke. K ero ynueienuio, Jopory eMy nepekpbuia
TPACYILASACA OT CTpaxa JeBYOHKaA, KOTOPasi COBCEM HEJABHO LETUISIACh 3a JIOIIA/Ib.

Jxapeit Opocrit yBaXkUTeIbHBIA B3MJIsiA Ha AJdiiHy. Hamo ke, ei ylnanoch OThICKATh TaKHUX
BepHBIX Joe! He Kaxaplil TOTOB MOKEPTBOBaTh COOOH pajy Ipyroro 4esjaoBeka! DToO JOCTOMHO
BOCXMILIEHUA !

KuBHYB, OH MTO3BOJINJI CBOMM JIIOASAM YOpaTh C JOPOTH €Ile OJHO MPEIsTCTBUE.

— 51 yoblo Bac! — 3akpuyana OTTaCKMBaeMasi B CTOPOHY AEBUYOHKA, KOTOPOW SIBHO HE HpaBU-
JIoCh Takoe oTHoIeHre. OHAKO OHa He MOIJIa CIIPABUTHCS C 3aKAJEHHBIMU B 0010 KPEITKUMU MYK-
yrHaMmu. — Tosnbko TpoHbTe! S yObio Bac! 3arpeizy!

— AX Thl! — nocibIaics 60Je3HeHHbI BCKpUK. Buiumo, yrpossl y ¢ypuu He pacXoauIuch
C IEWCTBUAMU.

JIxapeill ycMexHyJIcsl, HO He CTaJl CMOTPETh, UTO TaM npoucxonut. Ero ceituac nHTepecoBaia
TOJIBKO J104b Tpacha. VI oHa cTosiyia mpsAMo nepej; HUM.
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EcrectBeHHO, OH He cobupascs HUYero ¢ Heil jgenarb. EMy emie nopora Obuta ronoa! Ho
MIOCMOTPETH Be/Ib MOKHO? A TIOCMOTpeTh ObLT0 Ha uTo! OUH B3I YUCTBIX U TPO3PAYHBIX, OYATO
rIyOOKHe 03epa B 3aTEHEHHOM JIeCy, I71a3 Yero CTOMII.

— He Hy)xHO cTpouth U3 cedsi IypouKy, — IpoBopKoBas Jxkapei, aenast mar Brepes.

B 3TOT MOMeEHT mpsiMO Tepes HUM 4TO-TO Tiposierenio. xapeil pedieKTOpHO OTIIATHYJICH,
HegoymMeHHo Mopras. Illeka Hauana HaaMBaThCs MyNbCHUpYIOIMM kapoM. [logHsB pyky, [xapeit
MIPUKOCHYJICS K JIMIly KOHYMKAMH MAJIBIIEB, a TOTOM MOCMOTpes Ha HuX. KpoBb?

OH ynuBJIEHHO MOPrHy/1 U HaxMmypuJiics. OTKyza Ha ero Jjuiie paHa?

CO0Ky YTO-TO YXHYJIO.

JIkapeil BCKMHYJ TOJIOBY M IIOCMOTpEN B Ty CTOpoHy. Ha mocepeBiiieM oT BpeMeHH, TaBHO
MOKOCHBIILIEMCSI CTOJIOE CHIeNa COBa.

[oBepHyB rooBYy MO HEMBICIUMBIM IS YeJIOBeKa IpalycoM, OHa rocMoTpena Ha Jlxapes
KPYIJIBIMH IJIa3aMU, KOTOpbIe (OH ObLIT TOUHO yBepeH!) Ha MUT MUTHYJIH 3/I0BEIIMM 3€JIEHBIM CBETOM.

— Yro 3a?.. — uzymusics [xxapei, He 10 KOHIIa Bepsi, YTO PaHy eMy HaHecsa NTUIla, YUPKHYB
o 1ieke nepom. M kimoBom? Korrsamu? Takoe BooOIie BOZMOXKHO?

[ToranyBIIMCE K OPYKMIO HA ITOSICE, OH XOTEN IPOYYUTh HAITTYI0 HOYHYIO XUIIHHULLY, HO Ta B3JIe-
TeJla ¥ BCKOPE CKPbUIACH 3a JI0K/IEBOM 3aBECO.

—Bor HapH_II/IBKa! — BBIPYTAJICA MYK4YMHA, 4 IIOTOM, BBIKMHYB 3ITM30/ U3 I'OJIOBbI, BEPHYJI BHU-
MaHue fouepu rpaga. — Tak BOT... — 3aroBOpWJI OH CHOBA, HACTPAUBASICh HA MPEKHUM JIal, HO eMy
onsATh moMemmany. — Jla 9to0 Bac! — 3aKpuvas OH M BCe-TAaKM BBHITAIIMII MeY, IIs/s Ha YIETAIOIyI0
NTUILY, KOTOpasi CEKyHy Ha3a/ OecliepeMOHHO KJIOHYJIa €r0 B TOJIOBY.

Huka cmoTpera Ha mpoucxosiiee ¢ MpUOTKPHITHIM proM. OHa He MOTJIa IOBEPUTb, UTO OOBIY-
HBbIC IITHUIIbI 6YIIyT BECTU 06651 CTOJIb CTPAaHHO. Bruio BUIHO, 4YTO I1IO KaKOH-TO MPUYINHE MYKYUHA UM
COBEPIIEHHO HE HPABUJICS, OTYETO OHU PEIIWIIU JIOTIeUb ero. YIUBUTEbHOE JIe0!

OcrasibHble, BUJIEBIIME BCE MPOU3OIIE/Iee, Takke ObUIM yAWBJIEHBL. DJib3a TaK U BOBCE, HE
CACPKUBAACD, ITPUHSAJIACh CMEATHCA.

— Cogerylo TeGe 3aMOT4aTh, JEBOUKA, — MPUrpo3m [Ixapeil.

Curyanus BeiBoguIa ero u3 cedst. OH XOTelT BCero JIMITh HEMHOTO ITOPa3HUTh JI0Yb I'pada, HO
9TH MPOKJIATBIC ITULBI ABHO UCKAJIN CMepTI/I!

OcKanuBIIKCh, OH KPyTaHyJICs HA MeCTe, HO HUKOro MmoOiamM3octé He Obuto. okap mernan
XOpOIIIO BU/IETD, [1a U TIapIIMBKA HE CIEIINIIa MOKa3bIBAThCs HA T71a3a.

C nomo3peHreM NoCMOTPEB 0 CTOPOHaM, Jlkapei MelIeHHO BEpHYJT B3IJISII K IEBYIIKE Mepe
cob6oil. Ho mpu 3TOM OH zieprajicsi OT KakI0ro HEeMOHSATHOro mopoxa. Hu o kakom Becesnbe peun
6onpire He 110! U 310 TOMNBKO 31IIT0 [[)apest.

— 305010 Kya jiena? — rpyoo CripoCcHil OH, He cOOMpasiCh OOJIbIIE pacIIapKUBATHCS.

— He nmonumato, o yem BbI roBopute, — Huka permmia oTnuparbest 10 MOCIeTHero.

HenoBonbHO XMBIKHYB, JXkapeil Mmprkaszaa CBOUM JIOASM OCMOTPETh MOYTH Pa3BaIMBIIEECS
CTPOEHHE, B KOTOPOM OCTaHOBHJIMCH HAa HOUb 3TU Tpoe. OH ObLI yBepeH, UTO Ha 3TOT pa3 IeBUOHKA
B3s1JIa [IEHHOCTH ¢ co00ii. ['panniia 6:1m3K0, 104b rpada SIBHO COOMpaach yCKOIb3HYTh B ONFKadIIIe
JHU Yepe3 Hee. A pa3 Tak, TO U JieHbI'n 00s13aHa Oblia yke JiepkaTh pu ceoe.

Koraa HeckosbKo YesloBeK HalpaBIJIKCh K capalo, HA HUX U3 ThMbl HOUM HAJIETENIO HECKOJIBKO
MepHaThIX Pa30OMHUKOB. BCKPUKHYB OT HEOXHUIAHHOCTH, MYKUMHBI MPUHSUIUCH OTMaXUBATHCS.
JIkapei HeCKOJIBKO CEKYH]] CMOTPEJ Ha 9TO PACHIMPEHHBIMH I71a3aMH, a TIOTOM 37I00HO MPUIILY PHIICS.

OH He coOupaJics TepreTh YHUKEHUE OT MPOKJISATHIX MTHII!

CTpeMHUTENIbHO MPUOIM3UBIIKCH K J0uepH rpacda, OH CXBATWII €€ 3a TOPJIO M CKaJl TMasbIlbl.
3710BelIe OCKAIMBINKUCE, [Ixkapei mprOau3mics K OJIeTHOMY B TYCKJIOM CBETE JIMILY.

— OT30BM CBOMX MEPHATHIX JIpy3e, — MPOU3HEC OH, Pa3MBIIILISAs, HE CJMIIKOM JI YBJIEKCS.
EMy Bce erie xoTenoch COXpaHUTh TOJIOBY Ha Ijievax !
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— 41 He noHnMaro, — mpoxpuriena Huka, BUEMIssch HOTTSAMU B YACP/KHUBAIOIIYIO €€ PYKY, — O
4yeM Bbl. S HUUero He Jesnaoo!

— Jla 9TO THI TOBOPUIIL? — OOMAaHUMBO JIACKOBO cIipocul [Ikapeid, Cc:xkumasi aJiblibl Yy Th CHJTb-
Hee.

B TOT ke MOMEHT peajbHOCTh MEXIY ABYMS TeJlaMu paciBesia TbMOU. [[xapeil MrHOBEHHO
3aMETHJI 3TO U TIOHSUT, YTO MIPOMCXOINT, HO CIIeJIaTh HUYETO He YCIes — €ro OTIIBBIPHYJIO OT AEBYIIKH
Ha JIECSITOK METPOB.

[IporapanuB Tenom Onukaiiime KycTsl, [kapei oTreBaicsi OT MONaBiiell B pOT NAyTUHBI U
MIPUBCTAJ, IS TyJa, [I€ OH CTOsUI BCEro Napy CeKyH[ Ha3a[.

W3 TeMHOTHI HaYasIM BBIPHIBATHCSI KOPOTKUE BETBUCTHIE MOJIHUM, TPECK KOTOPBIX MOYTH TIepe-
KPBUI IIyM JIOKIS.

JKapeil TSKeJo B3/I0XHYJI, @ TOTOM PEe3KO MOAHSIICS Ha HOTM, HAPUCOBAJI Ha JIULIE UCITYTAHHOE
BBIPQXKEHUE U BHICKOUMIT U3 KYCTOB.

— Vxogum! — 3aKpuyasl OH, TOJIKasl BCE €Ile JepKaBIIEro MaJeHbKYIO CIIyKaHKY TOBapuIia,
noxrousisi ero. — HememienHno! BeicTpo, ObICTpO! — TOPOITIIT OH BCEX, a MOTOM IOMYAJICSl B CTOPOHY,
OTKY/Ja OHU HE TaK JIaBHO BBIIUIH.

Ero oau ToJIKOM HUYEro He MOHSIIH, HO, TOTJIS/IEB Ha 37I0BELIYI0, IPOITUTAHHYIO Marue Tbmy,
KOTOpasi MPOAOJIKaja YBEIMUMBATHCS, U3BEPrask BO BCE CTOPOHBI YCTpallaiole pa3psiibl MOJIHUMA,
MOCHEIIWIIM 332 CBOMM JIMJIEPOM. Y3Ke BJAJIM OT MECTa IIPOMCIIECTBUS] OHU BCKOUMJIM Ha JIOIAAEH U,
HE a5 )KUBOTHBIX, IOMYATUCH TTPOYb.

— Yto0 ciayumsioch?! — CpOCHIT ONUH U3 MPUOIMAKeHHBIX K [Ikapeto monei. — [Touemy Mbl Tak
ObicTpo ynum?!

— Iozxke! — kpukHyn [Jxapeit u npuinopui KoHsl. — [loBepp, Thl HE XOUelllb BCTPEYaThCs C
TEeM, KTO Ty/a IpHUIIIeN, — IpoOOpMOTall OH cebe 1Mo HOC.

[Noka pa30oMHUKM MYaIuCh TIpoub, HuKa ¢ IBYyMs BEepHBIMH CITyTHHKaMH HaOMoana, Kak
HEMOHATHas IITyKa pocnia B pasmepax. Ko Bcemy HensBecTHOMY BepoHuka mpeanouuTana OTHO-
CUTBCS ¢ OONBIIIMM NOI03peHreM. VIMeHHO 03TOMy, TIO3BaB BCEX, CKPbUIACh B Capae, TNIOTHO 3aKPhIB
3a co0oi1 ABEpb.

A 4To0 emie oHa MorJia cenath? Yexars? Jlomany He ObUTA TOTOBBI, a O€3 ce/iia OHa BPs JIn
yener aajneko. Yoexars? HouHol jiec Mor ObITh Jaxe oracHee, YeM HeNOHSATHAs YepHast CyOCTaHIUS,
IIBBIPSIIONIAST BO BCE CTOPOHBI MOJIHMU. BEepoHMKe He XOTenoch epesioMarh HOTH, B TaHUKe Oerasi 1o
HAIIOJTHEHHOMY TIOBJICHHBIMH J€PEBbSIMH, KAMHSIMH U KOYKAMHU JIECy.

A TyT, 32 IBEpAMM, UX MOIJIU U He 3aMeTuTh. [IpocTo HyKHO BecTH cedst TUX0. Bapyr sTa Belp,
HE OTHICKaB HUKOTO B 0003pHMOI 011u30cTH, yoepeTcs nmofasbine? Huka oueHb Ha 9TO Haesiach.

Co CTOpOHBI YJIUIIBI HE IOHOCHJIOCH HU 3BYKa. Ecin, KOHEUHO, He CUuTaTh Iryma Aox1s. Hepsol
HaTATMBAJIMCh Bce cuiibHee. Ceplile KOJIOTHUIIOCh TaK, CJIOBHO HAMEPEBAJIOCh BHIPBATHCS U3 TPYAM.
Huka cynopoxHO BIOXHYJ/Ia ¥ IPUHUKJIA YXOM K CTapOil IBEpH. 3aMeTUB HEOOJBIITYIO ITIeJTb, OHA Yy Th
MpYceNa W BBITJISIHY/IA HAPYKY.

B TOT e Mur eil nmokazanock, YTO TYCKJIbI CBET 3aropoauiio 4to-to yepHoe! Huka enpa He
BCKPUKHY/IA U oTuIaTHyJack. OHa 3aKpbula poT PyKOH, IVIsiAs Ha JIBEpb B CBSAIIEHHOM Yyxkace. Bce
TeJI0 00aJI0 JeAsTHBIM X01040M. OHa CITIOTHYJIA, MBITAsICh YHATH COTPSICAIONIYIO JpoXkb. [lake pas-
OOMHUKY Tak CHJIbHO He myranu! CekyH/1a CMeHsIIach CEKyHIOM, HO HU4ero He mpoucxoquio. Koraa
Huka nonymarna, 4To eil mokasajioch, C TO CTOPOHBI IOCTyvauIu !

OHM BTpOEeM OTHPSAHY/IU OT JIBEPU, CIIOBHO Ta BHE3AITHO MPEBpaTHIIach B JOBUTYIO 3mel0. 1
3amepii. CeKyHbI CKJIABIBAIICH B MUHYTHI, a TIO TY CTOPOHY CJIbIIIEH ObLT TOJBbKO N0XAb. Koraa
TEpIEHUE HayaJlo 3aKaHYMBAThCSl BMECTE C UCTPENaHHBIMU 32 MOCIeJHUE THU HepBaMHU, BCe Iepe-
TJISTHYJTHC.

— Moskert, OTKpbITh? — CIpOCHIIA IIENOTOM JIb3a.
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Huka orMerunia, 4To AeByIKa SIBHO OECCO3HATENBHO BLIENMIACh B MuXxasi, a TOT, B CBOIO Ove-
pelb, aKKypaTHO OOHMMAI DIb3Yy.

— Hu 3a ut0, — OTBepIyIa NONOOHBIN MOCTYIOK BepoHuka.

— Ho Beap cryuar, — Bb1ajia BecbMa LIEHHOE 3aMevaHue Dib3a, XOTs caMa [PU ITOM TpsICIach,
KaK OCHMHOBBII JIUCT Ha BETPY.

— Vxe Houb. MBI HE TPUHKUMAEM, — IOMbITaIach NouyTuTh Huka.

Eie uepes mapy MUHYT OHU PEIIMIIN, YTO FOCTh, KeM Obl OH HU ObL1, ymien. Ho HUKTO U3 HUX
HE yCIieN pacciabuThesl, Beb B IBEPh CHOBA MOCTYYalIM, HA 3TOT pa3 0ojee HaCTONYMBO.

— Kro tam?! — cobpaB Bce cBOE XJIMIKOE MYyX)KECTBO, TPOMKO cripociiia Beponuka, Ha BCAKUN
ciydait otoizs ot asepu. Ciayru nocjaeoBajiv ee mpumepy.

Ha Bonpoc HUKTO He OTBETWII, JIULIb JOXKAb, Ka3aJI0Ch, CTAJl CUJIbHEE.

— Hexoporiio, mpoMOKHET Bellb, — MOCETOBasa Dib3a, O0PsICh C TPOTUBOPEUYMBBIMHU SMOIUSIMU.
C oniHO¥ CTOPOHBI, el ObLIO0 O€3yMHO CTPAITHO. A ¢ APYTrOi CTOPOHBI, Pa3Be KTO-TO 3JI0BPETHBIN CTall
OblI cTy4aTbCs?

Huxka co ckerncucoMm nocMotpesia Ha IeByIIKY. Tak ¥ XOTeI0Ch CITPOCUTh, CEPbE3HO JIU TA TOBO-
PUT YTO-TO TIONOOHOE WIIH TBITAETCS] IOMOPOM pa30aBHUTh HANPSIKEHUE.

— Ecnu He npencraButeck, s1 He OTKpoo! — npeaynpenuia Huka, BOMHCTBEHHO IVIs1/15 Ha IBEpPb.
[TpaBpa, HUKaKOW XpaOpPOCTH cama OHA B TOT MOMEHT He OIIyIIaa.

— Tepuon Ditmoc JlapkaH, IeBATHAIUATHI KOpoib Buitacum, — nocelmancs rojoc no3aau
HUX.

KpoBb B BeHax Huku 3acTbiia OT HEOKHMIAHHOCTH U yxaca. OHa XoTesa 3aKpuyarh, HO HUK-
HIOIO YacTh JIMLIA CJIOBHO CBEJIO CyAOPOro. 3aTo ib3a HE UCIIBITHIBAJIA 10 STOMY MOBOAY HUKAKUX
pooeM.

Enga He 3anpeirHyB Ha Muxasi, OHa 3aKpUyasia TaK, 4To y BCEX MOMEHTAJIbHO 3aJI0KUJIO YIIIH !
Hano ckazarb, y 1eBymIky ObUT HOMCTHHE CHIIBHBIN M TIPOH3UTENBbHBIN Tos1oc. M Ka3anock, ¢ KaxIoi
CEKYHIOU TOH KPHUKa TOJIBKO TOBBIIIAJICS.

Kpuuars BeuHo Dnb3a He moryia. B Kakoil-To MOMEHT AeBYIlIKa 3aKpblia POT U MPUHSIACH
HaOMparth B JIETKKE BO3/1yXa, IBHO COOMpPAsiCh MOWTH HA BTOPOH Kpyr. Muxaii, 0CO3HaB, UTO UX KAET
MOBTOPHBIN y/1ap, TOPOILIUBO 3aKaJl €1 pOT.

Huka BeiioxHyna ot obneryenus. Kazanock, y Hee 10 CHX NOp 3BEHENO B yIax, HO PagoCTh
OT TOTO, YTO HE MPUAETCS CHOBA CIAYIIATh KPUK DJIb3bl, MPOILIA OYeHb ObIcTpo. Huka BcriomHMIA,
YTO MPEIIECTBOBAIO 3TOMY, HECOMHEHHO, CAMOMY BIIEUATJISIONIEMY 3BYKY, KOTOPBI €l Koraa-inoo
JOBOAWJIOCH CJIBIIIATH.

B 1ot e MomeHT BepoHnka nobneiHesna v BOMIACh B3IJISI0M B CTOSIIIIETO M03a 1 HUX HEe3HA-
KoMIIa. XOTs OH Be[lb [TPeJCTaBUIICS.

Kak tam ero nms?

Tak, mocroiite! Pa3Be 310 ee 1omkHO ceiiyac BomHOBaTh? ! He HyKHO Ji1 6ECTIOKOUTHCS O TOM,
YTO HEJABHO TYT, KPOME HUX TPOMX, HUKOro He Obu1o?! Kak 3ToT yenosek nomnai coona?!

— Kro BHI? — OBICTPO CHIpOCHJIa OHA, MPHKABIIMCH CIIUHOW K Bepu. Pykoil Huka Harnmynana
PYUKy, coOupasich 6exaTb pH NMepBOr YIOOHON BO3ZMOKHOCTH.

— 4 yxe npencraBuiics, — Mpou3Hec ITyOOKMA U HU3KUK rosoc. Kasamock, oH BHOpuUpyerT,
BBI3bIBasl BO BCEX, KTO €T0 CIIbIIIA, JIETKYIO Ip0Kb. — Moe ums — Tepuon Diimoc Hapkan. U s neBst-
HA/ILIATHIA KOposb Buiinacuu.

Huxka cxana kynaku. B ymax 3seHesno. Meiciiu mytaiuch. OHa HUKaK He MOIJIa /10 KOHLIA [TOBe-
pUTh B TO, UTO ciblnana. Koponb? OH ceituac JeCTBUTENBHO CKa3all, YTO SIBJISIETCS KaKUM-TO TaM
IO CYeTy Koposiem?

Hampsikenrie ObUTO HEBBIHOCHMBIM, MOSTOMY BepoHuka 3actaBuia cebsi pacciaObuTbes |
LIYMHO BBIIOXHYJIA.
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— O1muHO, — mpobopMoTana oHa. — Bam He ciieoBaio Hac Tak MmyraTh. 3a0MyaUIMCh, Ballle
BEJINYECTBO? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, HE JI0 KOHIIA Bepsl, YTO B TAKOM 3aXOJTyCThe MOKET BCTPETUTHCSI KOPOJIb
Kakou-To Buinacuu.

OrmisineB HEOKUIAHHOTO TOCTsI, OHA OTMETUJIa U BBICOKHIA POCT, M XOpolilee TeIOCIOKEHNe, 1
rOpsTYyI0 BHEIIHOCTb.

TemHbIT.

3TO CJIOBO XOPOIIO XapaKTEPU30BAJIO YesIOBEKa Mepesl Hel. Y Hero jaxe Koka Oblla OYeHb
CMYTJIOH, CJIOBHO OH 4acTo ObIBaJT HA KAPKOM COJIHIIE.

«lOxanun?» — nogymana Huka, BCHOMHUB, YTO MECTHOCTh, B KOTOPOW OHa Terepb Kuja
(¥ KOTOpYIO TaK TOPOIMUJIACh MOKUHYTH), CIABUIACH 3ATSKHBIMU JOXKISMH, TIPOXJIAION U YaCTHIMU
TyMaHaMmu. Bpsizi im 31ech MOKXHO OBUIO 3aropeTh 10 TAaKOW CTETICHH.

Bormpoc Huku siBHO 3acTaBuil MyXK4YMHY clierka yauBUThCs. OH CTpaHHO Ha Hee TIOCMOTpe, a
MOTOM IIarHyJ Bepes.

Ecnu Obl He 1Bepb mo3aau, BepoHuka ¢ pagocTeio oTCTymuia Obl Ha Iar, HO, K COXaJIeHHIO,
OTXOIUTh ObUIO HeKyaa. OHa TOJNBKO M MOIJIa, UTO BXKAaThCs B IBEPh CHIIbHEE, HAIpsirasich. Majio
YTO y 3TOTO yesioBeKa B royiose! Jlogymarcst Bellb OH Ha3BaThCs KOposeM!

W cnoBa nocroiite!

OH Befpb cKazall, 4To Koposib Busiacuu, He Tak m?

EnBa sta mbicib npuiiuia B ronoy, kak Huka 3amoxHynace u nodnenHena. HeyausutenbHo,
yUUTbIBas, 4TO Buiacus — 310 Ha3BaHKE KOPOJIEBCTBA, B KOTOPOM ceiiuac 1 Haxoauiack Huka! 3a
KOPOJIsl UMEHHO 3TOW CTPaHbl OHA JOJKHA ObLTa BBIUTH 3aMyk !

Kak oH TyT 0OKazasncs?

INoka BepoHuka ciierka nMaHWKOBajia M HETOJIOBaja M3-32 CBOSH MEIUTEbHOCTH, MYKIMHA
ycriest TpUOIM3UTLCS K HEll MOYTH BILUIOTHYIO.

Muixaii ¢ D1b301 HOMBITATUCH IEPETOPOAUTH JOPOTY, HO MX BHE3AITHO 3ajiepXkaa ThMa, OOBUB-
I1asICs1 YEPHBIMU JIEHTaMH BOKPYT PyK M HOT. [Ipy 9TOM ThMa 3aKpbljia UM PTHI.

Cyns 1o BceMy, KOpOJTI0 He IOHPABUJIMCh KPUKHU DITb3bl, BOT OH U PEIIMI MIepecTpaxoBaThes!

Oco3HaB, 4TO YeJI0BEeK, O KOTOPOM OHa ceiuac lyMaeT, CTOMT MpsiMo niepes Heil, Huka Heoxu-
JIaHHO MKHYJA. 3BYK BBIIIEN TPOMKUM U OYE€Hb HEJIOBKUM !

— IIpomry npoienus, — CMyTHJIach OHa.

J17151 TOro 9T0OBI TOCMOTPETHh MYKUMHE B JIUIIO, € MPHUIILUIOCHh TOAHSTH rooBy. Koria ee B3rsig
CTOJIKHYJICSI C COBEPILIEHHO YepHBIMU U TUITHOTHUYECKUMHU I71a3aMH KOposisi, BepoHuKa orryTua, Kak
y Hee JqyIia yXOAUT B MATKU. BrlidiTu 3a Hero 3amy:x? OHa elie He comuia ¢ yma!

Ceituac, s B JIUIO MykunHe, HMKa OueHb XOpOoIIIo MOHsIIa, ToYeMy KOpOJisl Bce Tak 00sTCs
Y Ha3bIBAIOT CTPAITHBIM !

Her, ero BHemHoCTb OblIa HA BBICOTE, 3TOTO He OTHATH. Ho! Bbiio B 00/1uKe mpaBuTesist HeYTo
HACTOJIBKO XKYTKOE, YTO BHYTPH BCE 3aCTHIBIO OT yxaca! YUepHble ra3a Kazanauch Oe3HAMH, B
KOTOpBbIE JIyullle He BrisiabiBaThesi! Huka nasxke He Moria mogoOpaTh TOYHOTO CJIOBA, YTOOBI OMUCATH
B3IJISI/T KOPOJISI, HACTOJIBKO TOT OBLT ITyTAIOIIMM | MO/IABJISTIONTHM !

— Kaxk npormio Bamie mytemectsue? — cripocuia Huka, KprBO M HaTSHYTO YJIBIOHYBIIUCH. —
Ycranu ¢ noporu? HasepHoe, riporonioganuch? AX, y Dib3bl BCer/ia MnojyyaeTcs Takasi U3yMHUTE IbHAs
noxseOka! Bel He mpexacraBisere! Xotute nonpoOoBarh? — CIpOCHIa OHA, HEPBHUYAS C KaXIOH
CeKyH0i Bce 6ombliiie. OHa OUeHb Ha/Iess1ach, YTO STOT YEJIOBEK He MPUKAKET Ka3HUTh e Ha MecTe.

Kopons monmuan. Huka eaBa Moriia ApliaTh OT ONIYIIEHUsI HaBHUCIIeW cMepTu. B Kakoi-to
MOMEHT UyBCTBO JJaBJIEHHS MCUe3/10. BepoHMKa BAPYT MOHsJIA, YTO BCE STO BpeMsi CMOTpeJa B I71a3a
KOPOJISL.

— Xouy, — MpOM3HEC TOT BHE3aIHO, oT4ero Huka naxe He cpasy MoHsIa, O YeM HIET pedb.

— Yr0? — cnpocuiia OHa, YyBCTBYSI OrPOMHOE JKeJlaHue ObITh B KAKOM-HHOYIb COBEPIICHHO
ApPYroM MecTe.
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— INox7e6ky, — mosicHII KOpoib, a BepoHuKa yaMBMIach, HACKOJIBKO HEYMECTHO TaKoe OObI-
JEHHOE CJIOBO 3BYYaJIO U3 YCT 3TOTO MYKUHHBI.

OHa HUKaK He MorJia OOBSICHUTH CBOM OIIYIIEHHs, HO TIONJOOHOE CJIOBO HUKAK HE TIOIXOAUIIO
ero o0pasy JKyTKOrO ¥ MPavyHOro yesioBeka. B 3ToM ObLT gaxke Kakoi-To I0MOp, HO cMesThesi Huke
COBCEM He XOTeJIOCh.

— 0-0-0... IIpocro npekpacHo! — npercnonHmIach oHa (hajbIIMBbIM 3HTY3Ma3MoM. [looxuB
PYKY Ha rpyab MyxkunHe, Huka crierka orTonkHyna ero. KoneuHo, CIBUHYTh KOpOJIsS C MecTa e He
yZIAJIOCh, HO Y Hee W He ObUIO TaKoro CTPeMJICHHs, OHA JIMIIb XOTeJda 0003HAYUTh, YTO €d HYKHO
OoJbIIIe MpoCTpaHCcTBa. — Toraa Bel HEMHOTO TMIOCHANTE, a MBI BCe ceaeM. XOpoIo?

Koposnbs HekoTopoe Bpemsi cMOTpe Ha Hee, a TOTOM OITYCTHJT B3[JIsI]] Ha KacCaloIIyIOCs €r0 PyKy.
Huka otnepHyna gagoHb, OyATO BHE3AHO O00XKIIAC.

— IIpomury npoienusi, — MOBUHWJIACH OHA, MPsYa KUCTh 32 CIIMHOM.

Ona oueHb Hajeslach, YTO € He OTPYOSIT CTOJIb CBOEBOJIbHYIO KOHEUHOCTh! Masto jii, BOpyT
HUKOMY HE pa3pelieHo KacaTbCsi KOPOJIs.

Ero BeuecTBO HUYEro Ha 3TO He CKa3al, POCTO B3MJISHYJI ellle pa3 B Juiio Beponuku, Oyaro
MIBITAJICSL YTO-TO JJIsI Ce0s1 TO JIU TIOHSATD, TO JIU PEIINTh, & TOTOM BCe-TaKHU OTOIIEN Ha Mapy IIaroB.

Huka nopgaBuia obGnerdeHHbId BHIIOX. Eil HE XOTenoCh, YTOOBI KOPOJIb MOgyMall, OynTo eil
HACTOJIbKO HEMPHATHO €ro MpUCyTCTBHE.

Koraa Dmp3y 0ocBOOOAMIIM OT YEPHBIX JIEHT ThMBbI, OHa MOJJIeTeNa K CBOEH TOCTIOke U CXBATHIIA
Ty 3a pyKH, Opocasi 37Ible B3IJISIIBl B CTOPOHY TpaBuTesisi. HUKa B 9TOT MOMEHT TOJIBKO U MOIJIA, YTO
00NMBAaTHCS BHYTPEHHE clie3aMu. Tak v XOTesIoCh BeJIeTh DJb3€ YMEPHUTh MbUT, BEb OT UX MOBEICHUS
ceiiyac, BO3MOXKXHO, Oy/IeT 3aBHCETh BbDKUBAaHUE B OydyIem!

— Wnem, unem, — notopornusia oHa Dib3y. — CTOJIBKO 1€, a y Hac Koctep JaBHO notyx! OX yx
3TOT I0XK[b! — peyBenUYeHHO 0opo Bbigana Hika u HelnoBKO 3acMesiiach.

Koposns HuKak He oTpearnpoBal, MPOCTO CTOSLT M CMOTpel. Ykac kakoi-To! IIpsiMo Mopo3 o
KO’K€ OT TaKoro B3ruisial

Bckope Huka BmecTe ¢ Dib30i CYyeTUIINCh, NBITAACh IPUTOTOBUTD 3alo3Jaiblid ykuH. Huka
13-32a MepPeKMBAHUI OOJIbIIE MeIlIaJia, TIO3TOMY Jb3a B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT He BhIJIepkaJia U 0ToOpasa
BCIO pa0OTy, MOMPOCUB TOCTIOKY MTPOCTO HAOTIONATS.

— Kako#1 oH XyTKuil, — mogeauiach BIeyaTIeHUsIMU JIEBYIIIKA, HIETTOTOM.

— Tuxo 181, — mpommnena Huka, a moTom noBepHyJsach K CTOSIIEMY KOPOJIIO ¥ U300pa3uiia Ha
nvie yasioky. — C yma conuia? — BepHYB BHUMaHUE K iib3e, THXO CIIPOCHIIa OHA. — A BAPYT OH
ycabmuT? Xouelb, 9ToObl BCEX HAC TYT U KazHUIM?

— IIpoctuTe, rocrnoxa, — M3BUHUIIACH DJTh3a, ONACIMBO MOKOCUBIIMCH B CTOPOHY KOPOJISL.

[ToitmaB ero MpoOH3UTENbHBINA B3IJIsi/l, OHA HA MUT 3acTblia. JIokKa, KOTOpoil Dib3a Melana
BapeBo B KOTEJIKe, yrajia U3 ee ocaadeBImx nablieB. CyIopokKHO CIJIOTHYB, OHA OIMYCTHJIA TOJIOBY,
CHOBa CXBaTWJIa JIOKKY U MPUHSLIACH YCUJIEHHO paboTarh.

Ot B3misiga Hukm HUdTo He yKpbiiock. OHA MOHMMAJIa, YTO CIEyeT TONOWMTH K KOPOJIO U
pasBiieub ero 6eceqoi, HO el KpaiiHe He XOTeJIOCh TOTO JesaTh.

OKUMHYB B3IJII0M ITOMEIIEHNE, OHA 3aMeTHIIa, YTo MuXail XMypo CHIUT B CTOPOHE, HE CBOJIS
r1a3 ¢ koposnsi. OT HogoOHOTo MOBEJEHHUSI KOMY YTOIHO CTaJIO Obl HEYIOTHO, HO €r0 BEJIMYECTBO HUKAK
HE BBIIaBAJI CBOETO HEIOBOJILCTBA.

[NokocuBIIMCH B CTOPOHY KJIyOsIIIEeics MO yIylaM ThMbl, BepoHuKa CIIOTHYNA U B3sij1a ceOs B
pyku. Eif HeoOxoaumMo ObLIO XOTh KakK-TO pa30aBUTh KYTKYIO M HepBHYI0 atMocdepy. MHade ceroqHs
TOYHO KTO-HUOY/b yMpeT! Y 3TUM KeM-To sIBHO OyAeT He KOpoJib!

Xortenochk KycaTh HOrTH OT paccrpoiictBa! Ona moutu ycnena! Eme Ob1 uyTh-uyTh! Camyio
kanespky! U 3npaBcTBy#, qpyras crpaHal

Huxka meicnenHo B3noxHy/a. Eit ctomio oropocuth wumio3un. HUKTO He JaBajt rapaHTHi, 94ToO
B JIDYTOM KOpPOJIEBCTBE Oy/IeT MoHas O€30MacHOCTb.
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Heyxenu Bce ee muiaHbl Terneph HEOCYIECTBUMBI? A Kak e 30710T0? OHa ¢ Tako JIIOOOBBIO
cobupaia ero! U uro, tenepb npuaercs Bce otaath? Hy yx Her!

Huka crierka TpsixHyJa rojIoBod M yKopuiia ceOsl.

Ceituac cienoBao Jymath coBceM He 00 3ToM. Uto nensru? Tien! Ecth koe-uto Oosee cepbes-
HOE, a UMEHHO — ee u3Hb! Ecnu B Omokaiiimem OyayineM oHa He MPHIyMaeT, Kak U30aBUTHCS OT
HaBSI3aHHOTO Opaka, To ympeT! D10 Kyaa cepbe3Hee, YeM MoTepst OIeCTAIrX KpyTsiien.

Xord geHer ObLIO Kayb, 3TO J1a.

BepoHnuka TsKes10 1 OOMKEHHO B3/I0XHYIA, KWHYB Ha KOPOJIS CIIOXKHBIH B3MIsIT. My KurHA ObLT
xoporir. Ho ogHa TOMbKO MBICIB, YTO CBaab0a ¢ HUM MpPUBEIET K CMEPTH, OTOMBAIA BCE XKeJlaHue
moOoBaThCsA. A ellle 3TOT MpaK. . .

Barmsaa Oyaro cam no cebe mpuKHIieN K KIyOsIiencs: ThMe, KoTopast axe He TyMaja pacceu-
BaTbesi. Kornma-T1o qaBHO, elre B MpOIION XU3HU, Marus Bocxuiaia Huky, Ho mocie nepeceneHus
PO30BbIE OYKH pa3OUIIUCh.

3nech Marus OblIa IOMCTHHE Y€M-TO CTPAIIHBIM. B3sITh XOTs1 OBl TOT pUTYaJ, U3-32 KOTOPOTO
MpoIUIas BIAJEHIIA TOTrO Tejla OTIPaBUIach Ha MiepepoxaeHue!

Uro penars? Yto nenars? Yto penats?

ITOT BOIPOC TaK U KPYTHICS B TOJIOBE. BepoHMKa HEPBHO MsLIach, a IOTOM pellInia IeHCTBO-
BaThb 110 CUTYaAllUH.

JI71s1 Havasta CTOMJIO MTPOM3BECTH XOPOIliee BevaTIeH!e, YTOOb KOPOJib He peril H30aBUThCS
OT Hee elnle 10 6paka. Huke He XOTenoch 3aOMHHUTLCS JIOIAM KakK Ta HEBECTa, KOTOPYIO MPOKJISTHE
MOPA3MIIO ellie JI0 CBaAbObl. DTO OyAeT HACTOSIINM YHUKSHUEM !

[Mo3xe, Korma OTHOIICHUS HAJIAISITCS, MOXKHO OyJeT ormpoOoBaTh JOroBOpUThes. B kpaitHeM
CJIy4ae OHa MOTJIa MPEIJIOKHUTD AeHerT 3a cBoOoay. Koposb oH miii HeT, IeHbI'M BCEM U BCer/ia Hy KHbl !
Tem Ooree UTO 11e10e KOPOJIEBCTBO, JIOJIKHO OBITh, YOBITOUHOE MpeanpusATre. A Tae OeTHOMY KOPOJTIO
B3STh JieHer? BOoT oHa 1 MpeiokuT cBOe, MOKHO CKa3aTh, KPOBHO 3apab0TaHHOE 30710TO!

Berpsixnysuucs, Huka niaBHOM nmoxoAkoyd HampaBuiach K Kopomo. M mycTte oHa roBopuiia
cebe, 4TO ciesiaia 3T0 POBHO B TOT MOMEHT, KaK BCe pelInia, Ha CAMOM JieJie TSHYIA J0 MOC/IeTHEero,
Moka arMocdepa BOKPYT' He CTajla COBCEM HEBBIHOCUMOM.

— IlpekpacHbiii Beuep, He MpaB/a Jiv, Ballle BeJMUecTBO? — MpoIesia OHA, HATATUBAsI HA JIUIIO
y/bIOKy. BepoHrka oueHb HaJies1ach, YTO MOMYYMIIOCh CAETaTh YIIOKY APYKET0OHOM, a He MOXOXKeH
Ha IPOTECKHBIN OCKaJ.

Kopone HMYero He OTBETWII, JIMIIL OIVISIIEN €€, a TIOTOM MepeBe IJ1a3a Ha KOTEJIOK, OKOJIO
KOTOPOTO BO3WJIAch DJib3a.

«[ononen oH, uto mu?» — nogymana Huka, HelOBKO mepecTymnas ¢ Hori Ha Hory. M Kak mpu-
KakeTe pacciabisiTh ero, Korja OH Jiaxke rOBOpUThH ¢ Hell He xouer?!

— Bbl Moxete ObITh CIIOKOWMHBI, — MPOJOJDKMJIA OHA, PEIINB HE CIABAThCs IOCTE MEepBON
Heyaaud. — Y b3l MpocTo 3050Thie pyku! Ee moxiedka — Heuto HeBeposTHOe! OcoOeHHO OHa
XOpOIIIa Ha CBeXeM Bo3ayxe, — Huka apyxemoOHo paccMestiach, Kak Obl Ipesiarasi «COOeceHUKY»
MIPUCOEJHUTHCS, HO KOPOJIb ocTasicsi 6e3MonBeH. — Keraty, Kak Bbl MeHs HalllI? — CIPOCHIIa OHa
MpsIMO, @ IOTOM cama MCITyrajlach TaKOU MpsIMOTMHENMHOCTU. YUTO OHa nenaet?!

— Ilocne yxuHa OTIpaBiIsieMcsl, — BHE3AITHO NMPOM3HEC KOPOJIb, POMTHOPUPOBAB BCE CKa3aH-
HOE.

Beponuka cxkana kynaku. Eil He HpaBWJIOCh, KOrja OT Hee OTMaxuBaioTcsl. [IpuiiypuBIIucCh,
OHa MEJIKOM IOCMOTpeia Ha KOpPOJIsl.

3ps OH TaK C Hell, OYeHb 3psi!
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I'naBa 5

— OH JefCTBUTENBHO eCT, — MpolIenTaia Jb3a, HakJIoHssACh K Huke ommke.

ITOT IIENOT JaXe IIyM JOXKIsA CHAPYKM HE CMOr 3anIyluuTh! BepoHuka enBa yaepkaacs,
YTOOBI HE CTYKHYTh JEBYIIIKY, KOTOPOil SIBHO He Jopora ObUla COOCTBEHHAS KU3Hb.

KunyB Ha cityxaHKy ObICTpBIN TIpeayTpesk Jalounii B3risaa, Huka noxkaanack, moka Ta 0CO3HaeT
Y BTSIHET TOJIOBY B IIJIEYM, BUHOBATO 3aTHXHYB, a TIOTOM ITOCMOTpEJIa Ha KOPOJISL ¥ YJIBIOHYJIach eMy.
Ha sT0T pas y Hee BBILLLIO ropas/io Jyullie.

Jla, Koposb NEeACTBUTENBHO €11 TIPOCTYI0 MOXOOHYIO MOXJIeOKy, Jake He JyMmasl jKaJoBaThCs.
Beponuka He srana, Korga roBOpuja, 4ro Dib3€ Takas €Ja yAaeTcs, HO OHM JABHO HE MOKYIalIn
MPOIYKTOB, IO3TOMY Msica B OXJIeOKe ObLIIO MaJio, 12 ¥ B II€JIOM OHA BHIITISIAENA JKUIKOBATOM.

VxuHamm B TUIIMHE. MUXail es1 B CTOpoHe, Opocast Ha KOpoJIs I0JIrue B3Il DJb3a Harjlo
ycenach psitoM ¢ Hukoid, OyATo melTasch TakuM 00pa3oM OKazaThb TO JIK MOPAJIbHYIO, TO JIU (pr3nde-
CKYIO MOJJIEPKKY.

Koposnb cagurtscs He ctan. HeyquBuTebHO, yUUTBIBAS, YTO BMECTO CTYJIEB TYT BaJISJICA JIMILb
xJ1aM. [TpaBuTesns mpocTo e TaMm, e BeTal cpasy nocie 3Hakomcrsa. C Toro MOMeHTa My K4MHa He
CIOBHMHYJICSI HU Ha I1ar.

Beponuka, o6aymaB Bce 3apaHee, pelniia Moka BecTH cebsi THMXO M nokjgaaucto. CHavana
nonpoOyeT TOrOBOPUTHCS, TaM BUIHO OyrieT. [1aBHOe — yCTaHOBUTDH C KOPOJIEM XOTh KaKOH-TO KOH-
TaKT!

Korga nocnennss kamis noxJjaeOky Oblla CheieHa, a YallKU U KOTEJIOK TIIATEIbHO BBIMBITHI,
KOpOJIb BHE3AITHO B3MaxHYJ1 pykoil. Huka, coonpasiuasicst cipocuTs, riae OyeT HoueBaTh ero BeJd-
YeCTBO, NpUAepkaja BOIpocC.

A Bce u3-3a Marum.

TbMa BOKpYT, SIBHO IOBHUHYSCh BOJIE Y€JIOBEKA, CTSAHYJIACh U3 YITIOB B OJHO MecTo. Muxai,
MHUMO KOTOPOT'O MPOILIbUT OOJBILON YEPHBINA CIYCTOK, XMYPO OTIIATHYJICS, HE XKeJlask COIPUKACAThCS
C TaKOM yCTpallaloIier SHepruen.

CrycTs1 HECKOJIBKO CeKyH/1 ThMa coOpasiachk B IIeHTpe. Kak Tonbko mapa 4epHUIIbHBIX 00JIaKoB
CJIMJIACh BOEJMHO, B IIyOWHE YepHO Macchl HayaJlo MOILEJKKMBaTh. Bekope Bech map Obl1 0OBAT
MOJTHUSIMHU.

3anax o30Ha ycuiuics. Huka omrytuia, Kak Bce BOJIOCKM Ha TeJjle BCTAJIU JIHIOOM.

Te, KoMy Marusi He MNpHHAIEKANA, JIPYKHO OTOLUIM OT IPO30BOrO oOJaKka IOoAaJbIIe,
HEBOJIBHO NepenIsAabIBasAch. Heyxenn Koposb MyTemecTByeT ¢ OMOIIBIO 3TOM Maruu? JTO aHTHUHA-
yuHo! U crpaiHo. Bropoe gaxe Oonee BaxkHO, 4eM MEpBOe.

Cnycrst HeKOTOpOoe BpeMst 00JIaKO Pe3KO BHITSHYJIOCH, IPEBPATUBILKUCH B OBaJl. B 1ieHTpe rpo-
30BO#1 Oypy MOSIBUIIOCH CIIOKOIHAS IVIaiKast 00J1acTh ceporo nseta. Koposb B3MIsSHYI Ha HUX U KHB-
HYyJI B CTOPOHY O0JaKa.

— Bame BenmmuectBo, — Hayasta Huka, HepBHO yiblOasich, — 4TO Bbl XOTUTE?

— Briepen, — nmponsHec Myk4rHa, DIAAA Ha HAX BBDKUAATEIBHO. — DTO MOPTaJl, — COU3BOINII
OH BCE-TaKU OOBSICHUTH. — BBIXO/l B KOPOJIEBCKOM 3aMKe.

Huka eme pa3 nepersisHy/ach ¢ octanbHbIMU. OHa BpYr 0OHapykuja B cede OrpOMHOE HeJlo-
BEpUE K TaK Ha3bIBa€MOU Maruu.

HagepHoe, ci1e10Bajio BOCXUIIATHCS Y€M-TO HACTOJIBKO BOJIIEOHBIM. BOT TOJBKO /1€710 B TOM,
YTO TIepesl Heil ObUT He pagyKHBIH €IMHOPOT, NCTOYAIOIINI BOKPYT ceOsl BEJIMKOJENHe CKa30YHON
Maruu! B mape MeTpoB OT HUX KJIyOwJsach CTpalllHasi M JKyTKash Marmyeckasi IITyKOBMHA, KOTOPYIO
HAKOJIJIOBAJl HE MEHee KYTKUI M, M0 MHEHHUIO OOJBIIMHCTBA JIIOAEH B KOPOJIEBCTBE, MPOKJIATHIN
KOPOJIb, BHIIVIAASIIMIA KaKk caMoe HACTosIIee 370!

Her, Her, oHa Ha 310 He noanuceiBasiack! Criacn6o Gosnbioe!
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Nwmenno tak, Huka B 310 Bepuiia, JOJIKEeH BBIVISACTh OTPUIIATEIbHbINA Tepoi — MpHUBJIeKaTeb-
HBII, 00J1a/1A10IIKH YCTpAIAoONIe Marue, MpaBsIIyi HeJIbIM KOPOJIEBCTBOM U TBOPSIIIMIA B CBOOOI-
HOE OT padOThl BpeMsl CBOM MPECTYIHbIE Jea!

Bo3spasuts Huke HukTO He na1. Koposb mpocTo mogxBaTuil ee 1o JJOKOTb U TIOBEJ K TIOpTaJly.

— Iocroiite, — mpousHecia BepoHnka, MeyIeHHO HAaUMHAsI TOPMO3HTh. — Best 9Ta Marus Kak-
TO HETATUBHO Ha MEHsI JISVCTBYeET, — IMPU3HAJIach OHA. — MHe AymrHo u gypHo. U naBieHue, Kaxercs,
nogHsutock! M ynmano? TouHo, ynano. To-To s fymato, OT4ero takas ciabocTh.

Koposnb suis XmMbIKHYA 1 ioBent HUKy nasibiie, gaxe He gymast OTKa3bIBaThCsl OT CBOMX I1jIa-
HOB.

— MeHsI CTOIIHUT, — Ipeaynpeania OHa, MpUIyprBasich. — TOUHO BaM roBOpIO, Balllie BelInuye-
ctBO. CTOIIHUT MEeH$ NIPSMO Ha LJapcKuil Kosep!

— OH KOpOJEBCKUI, — BHE3AITHO MONPaBUJI My KUMHA, Kak MoKa3ajioch Huke, Beceso cBepKHYB
CBOMMM 3JI0BEILE YEPHBIMU [JIa3aMHU.

— Bam cventHO? — onentita Beponuka, yxe Bcepbe3 HaUMHas yIUpaThes. — Bbl cMeeTech Ha0
MHOM, 1a? AX, Kakoe y Bac uepcTBoe cepitie! A Bellb MHE COBCEM J1ypHO!

— Bce 6yner xopoiio, — mooderai Koposib, a TOTOM BHE3AITHO MOAXBATHII yruparoilyocs Bepo-
HUKY Ha PYKU ¥ [IarHyJ B TPO3HO MOTPECKUBAOIIUI MarnuecKuid opTall.

Huka TonbKo 1 ycriena axHyTh U BIETUTHCS B IIUPOKHE TUIEUH, OOTSHYThIE TJIOTHOW TKaHBIO,
KaKk MUP BOKPYT BCIBIXHY U IOTEMHEJ.

— 4 ocnenna! — KpUKHYy/Ia OHA, B TAHUKE MPHKUMASICh K Ty, YICPKUBAIOIIEMY ee Ha pyKax
o4eHb OJM3KO. — Bl MHe 3aruiaTuTe 3a 3T0! — IpUHSIACh OHA TPO3UThCs. — UepceTBbiid yesoBek! Kto
Tak nenaer? bes npenynpexnenus! M nocmorpute, uro teneps! A ocneral

— OTKpo#i M1a3a, — MPOU3HEC CIIOKOMHBIN T0JIOC, B KOTOPOM CJIBIIIAJIMCh HOTKU CMeXa.

— Yt0? — Huka 3amepiia, a MOTOM CMYILEHHO OITYCTUJIA TOJIOBY, ITOJABUB KeJIaHWUE CIPATATh
JIMIIO, YTOOBI HUKOTO HE BUIETh. A elle JIyuliie ObUIo Obl IPOBATUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMITIO!

CBepxy Bce-Taku MOCTIBIIIAJICS CMEIIOK, KOTOPbI MTHOBEHHO TipuBel Beponuky B ceOs. Pac-
MaxHYB I71a3a, OHA MIapy pa3 MOPrHyJa, a IOTOM MPHUHSUIACH BHIPBHIBATHCS U3 PYK KOPOJIs, JKesast Kak
MOXHO CKOpee OKa3aThCsl Ha TBepaoit 3emiie. Ee 6e3MonBHYI0 TpOockOy BBHIMOIHUIN — B CJSAYIOIIUI
mur Huka nokauHynaach, HO, K CBOEW pajiocTH, He ynaja.

— C Bamu Bce B MopsiiKe, Tocroxa? — TpEeBOXKHO TIOMHTEpecoBasach Dib3a, nonpasisis Huke
BOJIOCHL. — Kak cMeIlHo, OHM CTOSIT ApI0OM, — MofIeNTIach Diib3a BO BECh TOJIOC, 3aCTaBUB BepoHuKy
3aCTBITh COJISIHBIM CTOJIOOM.

Mauio et yauxeHuin?!

BckuHyB pyKH, OHa IMXOPaI0YHO HavasIa MPUTJIaXUBaTh JEHCTBUTELHO OTUEr0-TO TOpYAIlie
BO BCE CTOPOHBI BOJIOCHI.

910 Bce npokstas marusi! OHa BuHOBara!

Yo6enuBimch, YTO BCe B Mopsiike, Huka B3noxHyNma U Hanwia B3MIsAOM Koposist. ToT crosii
OKOJIO JIBE€pH, CJIOKHMB PYKM Ha Ipyau, U HaOmonan 3a Heid. Ha ero swmie ObUTO HANMCaHO JIerKoe
yIVBJIEHUE, CMellIaHHOe ¢ HTepecoM. Kasanoch, ero BeJMyecTBo U caM He 3HaJl, Kak pearupoBarhb
Ha TO, YTO MPOUCXOAMJIO TIEPE/ HAM.

BckunyB nopboponok, Beponuka cripsitana cMyIieHre, CBI3aHHOe ¢ HeIaBHUMU COOBITUSIMH,
Y TIPUHSIACh OCMATPUBATh MECTO, B KOTOPOE OHU MPHOBLTH.

He ycnena ona ornsaers HOBYIO TEPPUTOPHIO, Kak €€ MPUBJIEK IIyM OKoJIo JBepu. OKa3anocs,
KOPOJIb PEInI IOKMHYTh MX TEerioe OOIIECTBO.

— Vxonute, Barie BeanuecTBo? — crnpocwia Huka, a moToM BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO €€ JIparolieHHOe
30J10TO OCTaJIOCh B Jiecy. — Mowu Beru!

— WX pocraBst nos:xe, — npousHec KOpoiib. — CIIOKOMHOI HOYM, — JOCTATOYHO BEXKJIUBO TOKE-
JIaJl OH, a TIOTOM BBIIIIEN ¥ 3aKPBUIT 32 COOOM JIBEPb.

Ha xmou!
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IMomeraBmvcy o kKoMHaTe, Huka pyxHynaa B Kpecjo W OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIHMHKY, CACPKUBAs
MOJIHAMAIOIIUICS B JyIie THeB. BoT Tak mpocTo B3s1 v yranmi K cede! U 3anep! A Muxaii? Kyma
Koposib ero fen? A ee 3omoto? Jlomanu? Mexay npoyum, OHU JIEHeT CTOsIT!

— O, mocmoTpuTe, rOCToka, Kakasi MsArkasi TyT KpoBaTh! — KpUKHYIa DJb3a U3 COCETHETO IIOMe-
IIeHUSI.

Okxkazaocs, 371ech ObUIH e1lie KOMHATHI, COeJMHEHHbIE MeX Ty coO0i. BepoHrka XMbIkHY:1a. BOT
y Koro Kpenkue HepBbl! Hukakue nmeyanu Dib3e HUMOUEM.

B3noxHyB mapy pas, 4ToObl yCIOKOUThCsI, HuKa nmpuHsIach 3a OCMOTp CBOel TIopbMbl. BeTas,
MPOIILIACH B CTOPOHY, TJI€ CIBIIIAIACH BO3HS, U 3aIVIsIHY/Ia B KOMHATY. DJ1b3a JIIOOOMBITHHIM 3BEPHKOM
o0cye10BajIa CaIbHIO, HE MPOITYCKasi HA OfIHOTO YTIJIa.

Huka u cama ocmoTtpenachk.

— Hemnoxo, — mpokoMMeHTHpOBaJia OHa U, TIOOWASA K KPOBATH, MOMIAANIA OOJIBIIYIO MyIITH-
CTYIO IIKYpY YMCTO OEJIOro 1BETA.

— Heroxo? — uzymumnace dnb3a. — 10 BenmkosenHo! Kakoe 6orarcTBo, — B3AOXHYJIA OHA,
cBepkas riazamu. — [locMoTpute Ha 3TH CYHIYKH, rocrioka. OHu 06Ut 30510TOM! A 3T1 KamHU ! ITO
Besib n3yMpyabl! Kakast kpacoTa. A BOT ellie, — OHa IMOIONUIA K HAYMIIIEHHOM JI0 3epKajbHOro Oiecka
IJTACTUHE B YeJIOBEYECKUI POCT, BCTABJIEHHOW B MAacCUBHYIO pamy. — Jlaxe y rocroguHa rpacda He
OBLIO CTOJIBKO JIEHET, YTOOBI KyNUTh MOI0OHYI0 KpacoTy. O, Kakas s Tosctas!

Huxka xmbikHyMa. 3epkaia — MpoKJIsATHE BceX keHIUH. Eci Obl He OHM, MHOTHE M30eKaiu
Obl M3JIMIITHETO CTpecca U3-3a CBOEH BHEIITHOCTH.

Ionoias k mnactune, Huka ornsgena ceds. Teno eit qoctanoch OTIMYHOE, HO, KaKeTcs, I1a-
CTHHA JIEUCTBUTEIFHO HEMHOTO TIOHWIA. Vi 3TO MpoCTO MyKCKasi Ofiek/1a TaK HEBBITOJHO CMOT-
peJnach?

Kpome cnianbam B cocejHel KOMHATe OOHApYKWJIAaCh YMbIBAJIbHS, pa3/ie/ieHHasl Ha JIBE YacTH.
B omHoIT Haxonuiack yOopHasi, B APYroi KyrasIbHsI.

Hu 0 xakom BomompoBojie ¥ KaHAJIU3alii, KOHEYHO, peuu He 1Uio. Boxy B OOJbIyl0 BaHHY
TACKaJIM BEJIpaMH, a OTXOIbI HECKOJIBKO pa3 B JIeHb BRIHOCKIIM cTyTu. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe, IMEHHO Tak
ObLTIO B rpad)CKOM 3aMKe.

B ommune ot X03sMKH, Diib3a BOCXMINANACH KaK/IbIM KAMEIIKOM M ITOJIOCKOM MeTasuia. Jis
Huxkwu, BuzeBiteii u Oojee BIieUaT/ISIONIFe BEIH B ITPOIILION KU3HU, BCE ITO OOraTCTBO HE OBLIO YeM-
TO HEBEPOSATHBIM.

—Kak gymaere, rocrioxa, oH ocTaBUT Muxas B )KUBBIX ? — BHE3AITHO CITPOCHJIA OCTAHOBUBIIIASICS
1ocpei KOMHATHI D1b3a, a IOTOM, AyIIepa3Iupalolle BCXJIUITHYB, 3arIakaa.

Beponuka crerka onemmia. Huuro He mpeagerao!

— C ygero Osl KOpoimo youBath Muxasi? — He MOHsIJIa OHA.

— Hy kak xe? — Dib3a BCKUHYJIa pyKU. — [ OBOpAT Bellb, UTO OH kecToK. Brl Buzenu ero? Ox
TaKOW. .. TAKOM. .. — DJIb3a 3apbliajia CUjIbHEe, Mpsiya JUIIO0 PyKamHu.

Huka GecrioMoIiiHo rmoriaauia ee 1o cruHe v moooderiana, 9o Bee OyneT xoporio. OHa comHe-
BaJIach, YTO KOPOJIb CTaHeT YOUBaTh CIyry. Bpoje st 3Toro He ObUIO MPUYUWH, HE TaK J?

A cityxu 0 TOM, 4TO KOpoJib O€3yMeH, BIIOJTHE MOIJI BO3HUKHYTh U3-3a KO3HEH HenoOposkea-
teneit. Eit on 6e3ymMHbIM He roka3zasicsi. CTpaHHBIN, MOTYATUBBIN, JKYTKUH — 9TO 13, HO He Oe3yMHBII.
XO0Ts paHO MOKA FTOBOPUT.

K mMomeHTy, Korga Dib3e yaanoch HOMHOTO B3SITh ce0s1 B PYKH, JIBePh B KOMHATBI OTKPBLIACh.
Huxka BckuHYIa royioBy, HaOmoaas, Kak HECKOJIBKO CIIYT 3aHOCAT BHYTPb CYHIYKH.

MosuanMBo pacCcTaBUB UX BIOJb CTEHBI, OHU TOPOILTMBO TIOKJIOHWINUCHh U YAATWINCh. Bepo-
HUKa TeperisHyaack ¢ Dbp30i. JIeByIlika, MTHOBEHHO TOHSB, YTO OT Hee TpeOyeTcs, IMBITHYIa
HOCOM U TIOfIONUIA K CyHIyKaM. OTKHWHYB KPBIIIKY IIEPBOT0, OHA TIPUHSIACH KOMIAThCS B HEM, BBISIC-
HsISl, YTO UM MPUHECITH.
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— O! — Bock/IMKHY/Ma DJ1b3a, BHITACKUBAS U3 CYHyKa OJTHO U3 IJIaThEB, SIBHO MPUHAJIJIeKAIlee
Beponuke.

— Mow Benm? — cipocuiia Huka, moforuia Oivke v poBepriia BTOPOR CYHIYK.

Kak okazanoch, Koposb BEpHYJI Bce, UTO y Hee ObUIO Ipu cebe, BKITiovast 30510T0. OHa, KOHEuHO,
HE MepecYnTHIBAIA, HO COMHEBAJIACH, YTO €ro BEJIMYECTBO OIYCTUTCS JI0 yTAUBAHMSI MTAphl MOHETOK.

JII060BHO OMIISIIEB CBOU C TPYIOM 3apa0oTaHHbIe AeHbI v, Huka B3moxHyna ceoobonnee. Hy Bor,
TaK XKUTh ropaso Jiydmie! V mycTb OHa Bce elnie 3arnepra, HO, KOIjia eCTh JeHbI'M, MOKHO ObLIIO Hajle-
STHCS HA JIyYILIUI UCXOA.

Hemnoro no6onras, Huka pemmina uaru cnath. Bpems ObUIo yXke ToO3[IHEe, KTO 3HAeT, 4TO
KJET 3aBTpa.

Dnb3a yeTpowiach B TOCTUHOM. Tam CTOSUT TOMYaH, MPUJIMYHBINA Ha BUJT U 1aXe yIOOHBIN. Db3a
MOTJIa IOMECTUTHCS Ha HeM Oe3 mpooIiem.

CkuHYyB HaKOHell ILIall, KOTOPbI BCe 3TO BpeMsl BHCE Ha Iuieyax, Huka nopomuia Kk okHy ¢
TOJICTBIM M COBCEM MYTHBIM CTEKJIOM U TOIBITANACh PACCMOTPETh XOTh YTO-HUOYAb CHapyxu. bec-
nonie3Ho. Bo-rnepBbix, Ob110 TeMHO. Bo-BTOPBIX, MPO3paYHOCTH CTEKJIa OCTABJISLIIA KEJIATh JIYYIIero.

INoceroBaB Ha *u3Hb, Huka mpogomkuna paszaeBatbesi. Korma oHa yke coOupanach 3a1yTh
CTOsIIIIME HA CTOJIE CBEYH, B CTEKJIO HEOXKHMIAHHO YTO-TO yaapuio. [loanpeIrHyB ot ucmyra 4yTh Jiu
He Ha MeTp, BepoHrKa pa3BepHyJiach IPaKTUUECKU B BO3YXE M PACHIMPEHHBIMH IJ1a3aMU TOIJIsAesa
Ha OKHO.

— Kro... Tam? — cnpocuna oHa, nprwkuMasi pyky K rpyau.

Hukro He orBeti. Ecim He cunrtarh MOBTOPHOrO yaapa. Huka, kak TOJMBKO ycbllana ero,
OTIIATHYJIACh, & TIOTOM BBIOEXaJIa U3 CMabHH.

—T'ocnoka? — cripocuiia Dib3a, HE YCIIeBILas eIlle YCHYTb.

— KT0-TO CcTyunT B OKHO, — nosicHuiia BepoHrka, BHE3aIHO CMYTHUBIIUCH CBOEH MYIJIMBOCTH.
[Momymaerb, cryuut! 1o MOXeT OBITh pOCTast BeTKa!

OTKUHYB Ofiesiio, Dib3a MOMHSIACh M HANPABUJIACh B CraibHIO HUKM, BBIMISAAS MIPU STOM
KpaiiHe BOMHCTBEHHO.

— VX g UM ceiuac 3agam, — pyrajaach OHa.

— Komy? — MmomMeHTaIbHO NonHTEepecoBaiach Huka.

— DTO MOTYT OBITh TOJBKO MAJIBUUIIKU! — YBEPEHHO Bbigana dnb3a. — OHM HAc BCerjga Tak
nyraoT. CTy4aT B OKHO 10 HOYaM, a TIOTOM yOeraiot!

— Ho M ceituac He oma, — HaroMHWIa BepoHuka.

Dnb3a MOYTH CMIOTKHYNMAch. OCTAaHOBUBIIMCH, OHA MEJICHHO MOBepHYJach K Huke u B3rIsHy A
Ha Hee PaCIIMPUBIIUMICS B OTHO MTHOBEHHE IJ1a3aMHU.

— I 3a6bL1a, — IPOCKY/IMJIA OHA U TIOKOCUJIACh B CTOPOHY OKHA. — EC/M 3TO He MaJIbuuIIKy,
Torjga Kto? Mamoukd. . .

Huka, 3acTbiB, BBIIOXHYJIA, a TIOTOM MOIHSIA PYKY M MOTepiia IBYMsI MaJIbLIAMH IIEPEHOCHUILY.
[Tocne Takoro gaxe crpax ucyes.

Korzma B OKHO mocTyyasuch elile pa3, OHa IPOCTO MOJOILIA U paclaxHyjla CTBOPKU, HA MUT
YIMBHBIIKCH, YTO 3TO BOOOIIIE BOBMOXKHO. B Ty ke CeKyHy OHa 3aMeTnIa TEMHYIO TeHb, METHYBIITY-
1ocs K Hell. Huka oTmatHysach, 4ToObl n30€kaTh CTOIMKHOBEHHS C HECYIIIMMCS HA Hee TPEeJMETOM.

Korga Mumo 4To-TO nposneTesno, OHa TOJIBKO M CMOIJIA, YTO 3ayIIEHHO MCKHYTh. 3aT0 Dib3a
3aroJiocuiia Tak, 4To Bech 3aMOK, BepoHurka Oblia yBepeHa, BCTall Ha YIIIH.

— 9to0 npocTo coa! — 3akpuyana Huka, korma pazodpaiachk ¢ IMYHOCTHIO HOYHOTO TOCTSI, Bep-
Hee, TOCTBH.

Db3a 3aMoJT4ajIa TOJIBKO Mocie 3TuX ciio. [lokauHyBIIMCh, IEBYIIKa Ocesa Ha MoJ, IS Ha
CUJSLIYIO Ha CTOJIEe MTHUIYy C OCTaTKaMM yxkaca B m1azax. Ho He ycnena BepoHuka BBIIOXHYTb, Kak
KOMHATy 3all0JIHIJIO MHOXECTBO Hapoay. CTpakHHMKH, YCTIBIIIAB IIIyM, HE MOTJIM HE TTPOBEPHTH, UTO
CJTyYHJIOCH.
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— CrparHo, — nmpuuuTana ib3a, a1 Ha BepoHuKy KpyriibiMU T71a3aMH, HAUTUBAIOIMUCS
clie3aMH.

— Bce B nopsizike, — mpuHsIach 3aBepsTh Bcex cama Huka, Muio yipi0asich OX paHHUKaM.

Te HEeKOTOpoe BpeMsi CypOBO OIJISIIbIBAJIFICh, BBIICKMBAsI Bpara, a IOTOM TepeBesv pacTepsiH-
HbIE B3IJISI/Ibl HA HOBYIO JKUTEJIBHUITY 3aMKa.

— Kro kpruain? — Havasn JOMBITHIBATHCS TJIABHBINA CTPAKHUK.

— Bce B nopsiake, — noropunia Huka, riss Ha miadynyio ib3y. — [IpocTo NTHily UCITyTaiuch.

— YTO TYT NPOMCXOAUT? — BHE3AITHO CO CTOPOHBI ABEPU JIOHECCSI CYPOBBIN XOJIOAHBIH TOJIOC.

CTpaXHUKH, MOMEHTAJILHO 3a0bIB O «IIOCTPA/IABIINX>», PA3BEPHYIUCH 1 MOKJIOHWUIVCh.

— Bae BenmmuecTBO! — rapkHyJI IJIaBHBIN CTPaKHUK, 0003HAYasi CBOE MPUCYTCTBHE.

Huka, mocMoTpeB Ha KOpoJisi, OjIaBjIa HEPBHYIO ApOXb. Eif COBceM He XOTenoch MPHUBJIEKATh
K cebe ymiHee BHUMaHue! YeM MeHbllle KOpojib CMOTPUT B €€ CTOPOHY, TEM Jierde eil OyJer Joro-
BOPHUTHLCS C HUM, a TIOCJIE UCUE3HYTh Ha MIPOCTOpax 3TOro MUpA.

— AX, — ynBIOHYBIINCH €11le MuJiee U JpyxkenoOHee, BepoHnka B30oapHUIach U «KMHYJIaCh Ha
amOpazypy», — He CTOMT IepeKrBaTh, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — MPOIesa OHa, noaxoas omaxke. — [1po-
CTO MOSI CITy’KaHKa UCITyraiach 6e300MIHOM NTUIIBI. 3HAeTe, Mbl, IEBYIIIKHY, TAKKE BIIEUYATIUTEIbHbIC
Hatypsl! UyTb 4TO — U Cpa3y B KpHK WM cje3bl. Sl He BUHIO b3y, caMa KyTKO uciyrajack! Bel
HE Tpe/ICTaBIisieTe, KaK 3TO CTPAIHO, KOTJa K BaM B KOMHATY BJIETaeT NMTHIA. A Bellb HEKOTOpHIE
JHOOY CYMTAIOT, YTO 3TO AypHOU 3HaK! XOpoIlo, YTo 3ajeTesia BCero JHIb COBa, K CJIOBY, CUMBOJ
MYIIPOCTH, a He Kakas-HuOyab BopoHa! BoT eciut Obl 9T0 ObUIa OHA, TO HAM C DIb30M MPHIILIOCH ObI
crpammuthesi. Ho Ham noesio! Pa3se He npekpacHoO?

3akoHunB, Huka BbIOXHYNA U criioTHY/IAa. OHA BbIJaIa BCIO TUPaLy MPAKTHUECKH HAa OJHOM
ABIXaHUH, OTYETO el CPOYHO TPeOOBAJICS BO3AYX !

Bce Bokpyr momuanu. [lake Dnb3a, miadymas MpakTUYECKH HAaB3pbIl, THXO BCXJIUIbIBAIA U
MOIJISIIBIBAJIA HA TOCTIOXKY C JIETKMM yauBieHHeM. OXpaHHUKU TaK W BOBCE CMOTpPENIU MPsMO, He
CKpBIBasI CBOETO OIIAPAIIEHHOTO U3-32 CTPAHHOM PeYM COCTOSTHUSI.

Huka naxe He mymana cMmymiarbest. OHa CTOsiIa POBHO, PACHPaBHB IJICYH U TSI TOIBKO HA
kopousi. Tot, cyast o BceMy, He yauBuics. OH XMBIKHYJI, a TIOTOM CIOBHHYJICS C MecTa. Bee B ome-
I[IIEHUU CPa3y HamNpsINCh; Db3a UCIYTaHHO MKHYNA, CTPAKHUKHU, BCTIOMHHB O CBOEM TOJIOKEHUH,
CHOBa OMYCTUJIM TOJIOBY, a BepoHuka 3ayibpiOasnach emie cuiibHee, OyITO 3TO MOIJIO XOTb KaK-TO ee
CTIACTH.

[Nepen Tem Kak MPUOTU3UTHCS, KOPOIIb MOAXBATHII OJESUIO C KPOBATH, a 3aTeM HAKMHYJI €T0 Ha
Tes1o BepoHuku.

Ta cpa3y BCcmoMHMIIa, 4TO COOMpaach CraTh ¥ Ha Hell He ObUI0 HUYEro, KpoMe MECTHOTO HUK-
Hero Oenbs! [la, ogex/a is CHa B 9TOM MUpe OblIa JOBOJIBHO 3aKPHITOM, HO JJIsI MECTHBIX KUTEJIeH
Huxka celiuac Beirisiena npakTHYECKy rosoi!

— COBBI — ITUIIBI MYIPOCTH? — BHE3AITHO CIIPOCUJT KOPOJIb, TOMPABJIss YTOJIKH Ofesiia.

— Jla, — 4yTh 3aTOPMOKEHHO OTBETUJIa BepoHuKa 1 KMBHYJIA.

— IepBblii pa3 ciblily, — MPU3HAJICS MIPABUTEINb, & 3aTEM TMOBEPHYJICS K CTpaKHUKaM. — Bos-
BpallanTech K padore.

— Ja, Bare BeIMYECTBO! — APYKHO FAPKHYJIM MYKIMHBI U TOPOIUIMBO MOKUHYJIU CHAJIBHIO.

Koponb, yoenuBimce, 4To NOCTOPOHHUX JIMII B KOMHAaTe OOJIbIle HET, MEJIbKOM TJISIHYJ Ha
CUASIIYIO Ha CTOJIE COBY M, TIOJKENAB eIlle Pa3 CIIOKOMHOW HOUM, BBIIIIEN M CAM.

OcraBmck B oquHOUecTBe, Hrka ¢ Dnb3oi nepersnymick. Kaxkercs, Oypst MUHOBaA.

— [Ipocrute, rocnoxa, — MOBUHWIIACH JIEBYIIIKA, BCTaBasl C T0JIa ¥ BRITHPAs MOKPBHITOE CIIe3aMHU
JIAILIO. — DTO MPOU3OIILIO CAMO COOOM.

BepoHnuka B3/10XHya, HO HE CTajla OTYUTHIBATH DNIb3y 3a MPUYMHEHHBIE HEYJ00CTBa. B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, OHa ee Xopoio noHnMana. CoOcTBeHHbI KpuK Huke ymanock caepkarbh TONBKO UyHAOM.
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Bonbliie Bcero ee ceiiyac MHTepecoBasia BOBCE He ib3a U Jake He ee M3BMHEHMs], a HeKOoe MepHaToe
«YyJOBHIIE», KOTOPOE MEPENyrayio ux 10 UKOTHI!

[NoBepHyBIIMCH K cTomy, HuKa ¢ 00O0MBITCTBOM MOCMOTpEa Ha MPOAOIKAIOIIYIO CIIOKOHHO
CUZETH COBY.

— Hy u uro 1B TYT 320BU1a? — CIIpOCHIIA OHA, TIOIX0As1 Onmnke. Kaxercst nim 31o IecTBUTETbHO
Ta camasi COBa, KOTOPYIO OHa BUJIeJIa B JIECY OKOJIO MOy pa3pylieHHON n30ymku? — Mbl ¢ TOOOM yxe
BCTpEUaITUCh, HE TaK Jin? — 3a/1a71a BepoHuka HOBBII BOIIPOC, BHUMATEILHO OCMATPUBAas KOPMUYHEBOE
OIepeHNe HOYHOI KPacaBULIBI.

— OHHU HE yMEIOT TOBOPHThH, — BCTABHUJIA CBOM ISITh KOTIEeK Jb3a, 32 UTO HEMEIJIEHHO MOJTyYrIIa
oT Huku ykopsioumii B3,

— 41 3Ha10 3TO, — OUYEBHIHOE BCE-TAKM MPHIIUIOCH MPOM3HECTH BCIyX. Bapyr Dmb3a He noiimer
OJIHOTO TOJIBKO B3MIsiAa. — Ho s yBepeHa, 4to yke BHeaa 3Ty coBy. Kpome atoro, passe Tebe He
KaXeTCsl CTPaHHBIM, YTO OHA TaK HACTOMYMBO JIOMUJIACh KO MHE B KOMHATY?

— MoxeT, 3TO Kakoi-HUOY/Ib Mar? — BHE3aIHO O3BYYMJIa JICJILHOE MPEIIoIokKeHe Db3a.

Huxka Hanpsrnace. OHa He OblIa JIECHOW OTIIEIBHUIICH, BUEIa MHOTO (DUITBMOB B IPOILION
’KU3HU U YATAJIa MHOTO KHUT, IO9TOMY 3HAJIa, YTO B MHUpe (DIHTE3U MOTYT CyIIECTBOBATH JIIOAM, CIIO-
COOHBIE 000PaYMBATLCS KMBOTHBIMU. OOOpPOTHU, aHMMAaru, MepeBepThIII — KaK TOJbKO HE Ha3bl-
BAIOT TaKUX JIIOJEH !

— D-3, — BesIa BepoHrKa KpacHOpPEeUYMBO, TIOTHEE 3aKYyThIBAsICh B OJESJI0, HAKWHYTOE Ha ee
iedn KoposeM. — JloOpblil Beuep, — Mo310poBasiach OHA, B 3TOT MOMEHT OIIyIlasi ce0sl JOHEeb3sI
ryto!

CoBa Ha 3TH CJI0Ba JIMIIIb TIOBEPHYJIa TOJOBY B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.

— MHe KaxeTcs, HaJIo BHITHATh ee, — MpeUIoKMIa ernoToM ib3a, nogoopasmasics K Huke
BIUIOTHYIO.

— Jlymaertiib, 9TO KaKOM-TO U3BpallieHel? — crpocuiia BepoHuka, mpuiypuBasch.

Coga, Kak el MoKa3aaock, BO3MYIIEHHO MEPeCcTyIua ¢ Janbl Ha Jiarmy. Heyxenu onu npaBbl?
Wnu npocto nomepenuiocs?

— A 3a4ewM eriie KOMY-TO TaK HACTOWYMBO MPOOUPAThCS B KOMHATY MOJIOION IEBYIIKU? — TIPO-
menTtana nb3a U IBUHYJIach K KpoBaTu. [1oaXBaTUB MOMYIIKY, OHA C BOMHCTBEHHBIM BUIOM (SIBHO
pelunia OTOMCTUTh 33 CBOM MPEXKHUM UCIIYT) HAIIPABUJIACh K HUUYETO HEe MOA03pEBAIoOILEl NTULe. —
Hy s te6e ceiiuac! — mpurpo3uia Dib3a ¥ 3aMaxHYJ1ach.

CoBa He crasa *)JaTh, MOKAa TPO3HOE OPyAUE BO3ME3IHsl OOPYLINTCS Ha ee TOJIOBY, YXHYyJa U
CTPEMUTENILHO BbIJIETEIa BOH M3 KOMHATHI.

[Non6exas kK OKHY, Db3a BHIIJISTHY/IA HA YIIUITY, OCMOTpENach, a TOTOM 3aKpblIa CTBOPKH.

— Vnerena, — cka3aja oHa W, BEPHYB MOMYIIKY Ha MECTO, OTPSIXHYJIa PYKH, CJIOBHO paaysich
YIauHO 3aBEPILIEHHOMY JIeITy.

[Mocne storo Huka ¢ Dmb30i1 nepedpocuiinch ellie napou CI0B U OTHPABIIIMCH BCE-TAKH CTIATh.
Koneuno, BepoHHKyY BOJTHOBaJIa JITYHOCTH COBBI, HO OHA He ObUIa JI0 KOHIIA yOeKIeHa, 4TO TO ObLI
YeJIoBeK.

keksk

Hounasi xumHuia Bieresa B TOCTENPUMMHO PAcliaxHyTOe OKHO M KaloOHO yxHyna, OyaTo
MBITASICH C TIOPOTa paccKa3aTh 000 BCEX CBOMX 3NIOKIII0YEeHUsIX. [Ipu3eMITMBIINCE Ha CIEIMATBHO MO/
TOTOBJICHHYIO JJIs1 Hee BETKY, OHA MIOBEPHYJIA FOJIOBY K XO35MHY KaOMHETa, HO TOT He 0OpaThIl Ha Hee
HUKAKOTro BHUMaHMSI — B STOT MOMEHT MyXX4rHa ObUT 3aHST. OH paccMaTpuBajl UCKYCHO C/IEJIaHHBIN
noprpet AmsiiHbl bone.
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I'maBa 6

Ha ero nme Obi1a Hanmcana rTyOOKast 3alyMYMBOCTb.

Koposnb — a yenoBekoM, KOTOPBII paccMaTpUBaJl MOPTPET AJISHBI, ObLI IMEHHO OH — OXKUAA
OT BCTPEUY CO CBOEH HOBOM HEBECTOH BCE, YTO YTOAHO, HO HE TOrO, YTO OH TaK CUJIbHO €10 3auH-
Tepecyercsi. XOTs CJeAyeT cKa3aTh, YTO JEBYIIKA 3aMHTPUIOBajIa €r0 HAMHOIO PaHblle UX MEepBOM
BCTpEYH.

INonavay, Koraa eMy JOHecIu, 4To BoHe caMOBOJIBHO MOIMEHMIIN OJHY J104b JIpyroil, Tepron
paccepauiica. OIHAKO, XOTS BCe B KOPOJIEBCTBE ObLIM YBEPEHbI B €0 B3PbIBHOM TeMIIEpPAMEHTE U
OBICTPOIl pyKe, CKOpPbIM Ha JeicTBUS OH He ObUl. TepHOH pelns MOCMOTPETh, YTO 3a JAEBYIIKA
Amsiina bone.

OH J1aBHO y’Ke MoTepsiT HaJleXK Ay HaliTh ceOe CITyTHUILY )KU3HU, HO MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIE HEeYyIaun
He OTBpaTWIM €ro oT HombiTok. EMy He XoTenock BepUTh, UTO CyapOa, MpelcKa3aHHask KOrjaa-To
naBHO, Hem30exkHa. TepHoH keJan caM ynpaBisiTh CBOSH KU3HBIO, TIO3TOMY IBITAIICS pa3 3a Pa3oM,
HECMOTPs1 Ha BCEe HEyAauu M CIIyXU, KOTOpble HAYaJIM XOAUTb BOKPYT HETO.

TeproH HUMKOTAA He YAepKUBaJI KEHIIMH PSIOM C COOOH CHIION M He coOmMpalicsl JesaTh 3TO
u Brpeab. Oco3HaB, Kyda crpeMuiach AJ3iHA, OH PelIniI OTIYCTUTh €€, I09TOMY HUKak ceOs He
MPOSIBJISLT IO CAMOTr'0 MOCJIEJHEr0 MOMEHTA.

W nerkas xajocTb B JIyllle OT HECOCTOSIBIICHCS JIMUYHOW BCTpeUM He yOequsia ero M3MEHHTh
peutenue. Ecim eByika HACTONIBKO HE XOTeJla 3a Hero 3aMyK, YTO TOTOBA AHSMU HAIIpOJIET MUYaThCs
4epes Jiec, Ha/IeB MYKCKOe OfIesTHUE, TO €My IIPOCTO CJIE0BANIO 3a0BITh O HEM.

Nmenno sto TeproH u cobupascsi cenarb, HO Korga yBuzeln, uto xkapeil mo3Bommn cede
JIMIIHEE, He CHIepKaJICs.

TeproH HeJJOJITO COKPYIIAJICSA U3-3a CBOEH BHE3AITHOM MMITY/IbCUBHOCTU. Beem ero BHUMaHueM
3aBJ1a/ies1 HEOOBIUHBI BO BCEX CMBICIIAX YEJIOBEK.

AJdiiHa ObUIa MHTEPECHOM, KOrjJa OH HaOmonasl 3a Hedl ra3zaMu (haMWIbspoB WM 4Yepes
NpU3MY ThMBI, HO CTaJa ele 0oJiee MHTPUTYIOIIEH, KOTia OH BCTall Iiepe]] Hell B COOCTBEHHOM Telle.

TeproH He Mor' IOHATb, YTO UMEHHO He Tak. Ee cioBa, xecTsl, aypa — OyKBaJIbHO BCE ObLIO
KaKMM-TO UHBIM. [lae apomar, UCXOOAIIMI OT XPYHKOIo TeNla, Ka3ajcs JPYruM, OTYEro MpUBJIeKa
BHUMaHMe.

Kaxpoe ee cnoBo npodyxaano B TepuoHe BOPOX IMOLIUIA.

Oma Obuta 3a0aBHOM. Ee XoTesnochk nofipa3sHuTh CUIbHEE, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, KK BCIIBIXUBAIOT
Orne/iHbIE IIEKM BO3MYLIEHHbIM (CTBUIMBBIM, CMYILIEHHBIM) PyMsIHLEM. XOTeJOCh Y3HaTh, Kakoe
BhIpaKeHHE ObIBAaeT Ha ee JIMLE B Pa3HbIX CUTYAIUSIX.

[Mono6Hast HeOObIUHASL YBJIEUEHHOCTh CUJIBHO HACTOPOKHJIA €TO.

TeproH He ObLT ITYIIIOM M TIOHUMAJI, YTO €ro Bparu MOIJIM IPHOErHY Th K HU3KOMY ILIaHy. Bee
B KOPOJIEBCTBE 3HAJIM, YTO OH CHOBA OCTaJICsl €3 JKEeHBI, I09TOMY HeI00pOKesIaTey BIIOIHE MOTJIN
MONBITATHCS NMOAOOPATHCS K HEMY TaKUM CIIOCOOOM.

NurepecHo, uto oHu ucnosb3oBain? Kakoe-To TeMHOE 3anpelieHHOe JII0OOBHOE 3€JIbe, KOTO-
pbIM ornpbickanu Amaiiny? Yim yro-1o eme?

OH noHMMaJ1, 4To €ro MOIIM XOPOILIO U3YyYUTh U MOACYHYTh JEBYIIKY, KOTOpas COOTBETCTBYET
ero BkycaM. B rosose TeproHa yxe BO3HUK BEPOSTHBIN IJIaH TUIIOTETHYECKUX BparoB. M1 OH BbIHY k-
ieH ObUT TPU3HATD, YTO 3Ta UAEs BHIVIsAAENA TeHUAIBHON. Bee peBOCX0IHO yKIIaIbIBaIOCh B CXEMY,
naxe cMepTb Mapenb BoHe u nocnenyomiast 60je3Hb caMoil AJSIHBL.

Mapesnb, BUIMMO, He OblIa TOTOBAa OTAATh JTIOOMMYIO JOYb HAa pacTep3aHHe «JyJIOBHUILA»,
MO3TOMY €€ YCTPaHWJIM KaK MeIIalomui 31eMeHT. ITo JornyHo. OOBIYHO MMEHHO Matepu OOJbIie
BCEro OOSUTUCH 32 CBOMX JIETEH.
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[Toce TOro Kak 3aroBOPIMUKK YOpasid pa3Apakaiollylo KeHIMHY, OHU Hakadaau AJRHHY
TMOOOBHBIM 3€JIbeM, KOTOPOE 3aCTaBIJIO €€ TeJIO UCTOYATh MPHUATHBIN apomar. TepruoH nmogo3pesad,
4yTO O€3 MOITHON TEMHOU BeJJbMBbI, CIIOCOOHOW CBAPHUThH HEUTO MOJOOHOE, ¥ YaCTHI] ero Tejia He 000-
[IJIOCh. A 3TO 3HAYMIIO, YTO B €r0 OKPYKEHHM CHOBA 3aBEJIUCh MpeJaTesi, BeJb OH BHUMATEIBHO
CIeUI, YTOOBI HUTJIE He OCTABJISATh HU BOJIOC, HM HOT'TEW, HU TeM Oosiee COOCTBEHHOW KPOBH.

[Mocte momoOHOM Tporeaypsl TeJo AJPHHBI HEeU30eKHO JOJKHO OBUIO HA4aTh M3MEHSITHCS,
nozicTpauBarbcsi. OTciona v O0Je3Hb.

Ho kak xe mo6er?

TyT BO3MOXHBI BAPUAHTHI.

JIn6o 3aroBOPIIMKY BEPUIIH, YTO caM TepruoH OoJbllie 3auHTEepeCcyeTCsl, eCU JeBYIIKa OyaeT
BCEMH CHJIAMU MTOKA3bIBaTh, YTO HE XOUET 3aMYK. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B CBETE BCEX CITyXOB, TAKOE MOBE-
JeHUE OJKHO BBITJISCTh JIOTUYIHBIM.

JIn6o cornacue AeByIIKHA He ObLIO MOTyYeHO. Y3HaB, UTO ee KAET, OHa MPUJIOKIIIA BCE CUITHI,
YTOOBI YCKOJIL3HYTh KaK OT HekeJaHHOTro Opaka, Tak U OT JIIoeH, PEIIMBIINX BCe 3a Hee.

TeproH He OueHb BEPHJT BO BTOPO BAPUAHT, TOTOMY JIETKO OTOPOCHII €70, COCPEAOTOUYHBIIHCH
Ha MEPBOM.

HeynusurensHo, uto JIkapeit Bce-Taky HarHaJ1 IeBYIIKY U ee cayr (a ciayru jim?). Co CTOpOHbI
BBITJISIZIEIIO, YTO OEIJIelbl MPHJIAraioT BCe CHIIBI TSI TOTO, YTOOBI KaK MOKHO CKOpee TIOKMHYTh KOPO-
JIEBCTBO, HO ceifuac TeproHy Ka3ajaoch, YTO OHU HEAOCTATOYHO CTAPAIUCh.

HeynusutensHo. OH yxe Bce 1151 ce0s1 pelinil, MOITOMY KaK/bIH IIar, KOTOPBIN PaHbIIIe BbI3bI-
BaJI B HEM JIIOOOMIBITCTBO, CTAJI BOCHPUHUMATBCS C TIOJO3PUTEHHOCTBIO.

Bznoxnys, TeproH nosoxu noprper Ha croi U Berail. [logoitns Kk ogHONM U3 CBOMX COB, OH
TMOIJIA/INJT KPacaBHIly TIO TOJIOBE.

— Bac Toxe K Heil BJe4eT, He TaK JIM? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

He tak 1aBHO, KOT/1a OH YBHJIEJ OTHOTO U3 CBOUX (haMUJIbSIPOB B KOMHATE AJISWHBI, TO HEMHOT'O
yIuBHICS. B 3TOT pa3 OH HUKOTO He MOChUIA CJIEAUTh 32 HEBECTOM, HO MTHIIA OTYEro-TO cama peliunia
HaBeaThCsl B TOCTU. TaKoro paHbliie He MPOUCXOIHIIO.

Bumumo, 3en1be, KOTOpoe TpUMEHWIN Ha AJ3iiHe, ObLJIO JOCTAaTOYHO CHJIbHBIM, YTOOBI COMTH
C TOJIKY Jaxe (haMHIbsIpoB. B 3TOM nMmesncst cMbIci, Beib (paMUIbsIpbl — MPAKTUYECKU YacTh CBOMX
XO35IEB.

— He crouT npusssbiBaThes1, — CypoBo nocoBetoBas Tepron. CoBa MoBepHYJIa rojIoBy U MpauHO
Ha Hero nocMotpena. — OHa yHJeT Tak ke, Kak JIpyrue.

[NTuma yxHyna, 3axionaia KpbUibsMH, a TIOTOM YJleTella, HAMOCIEIOK YyBCTBUTEIBHO KITIOHYB
XO35IMHA B MAaKyIIKY. TeproH yAMBIEHHO MPOCIEINII 32 YIAISIONMMCS CUIIy9TOM U TI0Yecas TOJIOBY.

— Y10 3T0 Ha Hee HaNUIO? — 03aJAYEHHO CIIPOCUJ OH Y ThMBI.

Ta KoJBIXHYJIACh MO yIJIaM, a MOTOM OYATO MCTasijia, STUM BbIIaBasi TO JIM HEIOBOJIBCTBO, TO JIN
yIIpeK, CyTh KOTOporo TeproH HUKaK He MOT MOHSTh.

BepHyBIuch 3a cToi1, oH coOupacs HOpa3MBICTUTh Hajl TEM, KTO €ro Mnpejaj, HO B JBEpbh TUXO
noctyvaau. OTBJEKIIUCh OT MbIciel, TeproH paspem BolTu. YenoBek, MOCETUBIINI €ro 3TOW
[TyOOKOW HOUBIO, ObLIT KOPOJTIO 3HAKOM.

— 51 mymadn, TH ceiiuac Ha rpaHuIle, — MPOM3HEC KOPOJIb, HAOMOaas, KaK OJWH U3 €ro J0BEepeH-
HBIX JTIOJICH BOIIIEN B KAOWHET.

Ha myxumnHe ObUT YepHBIH IJIaI] C TIIyOOKUM KaITIOIMIOHOM, OTIMYHO CKPBIBABIIUI JTUYHOCTD
YyeJsioBeKa OT CITyYalHBIX B3MISI0B. W mycTh TOMY, KTO MIPSTAN JIUIO, He IPUXOAUIIOCH My TEIIECTBO-
BaTh Yepe3 BECh 3aMOK, HeJlb3s1 ObUIO MCKJTI0YATh CITyYalHOCTb.

— Barie BemuecTBo, — MO30POBAJICS BOLISAIINIA U OMYCTHICS HA OIHO KOJIEHO, YIHUPasiCh
KYJIAKOM ITPaBOM PyKH B 10J1. JIEBYI0 OH MOJIOKWMIT HA TPY/b, & TOJIOBY CKJIOHWII, IJIs1/1s1 ce0e MO HOTH.
Bcem cBovM BHIOM MY:KUMHA BBIPAkKasl TOTOBHOCTh CIIYyXKUTh CBOEMY IPABUTEIIO.

46



C. Ilénor. «CeapMmas keHa KOPOJIsI»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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