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— Asna! Tl most xena! Tol B MoeM 3amke! U s xouy TeOs1! Thl JkeHITIMHA 1 JOKHA
MOTYMHUTHLCA My)kunHe! TapiaH HaJBUrajacs Ha MeHs ckaJioil. OrpOMHBIH,
KaMeHHBII, B3BUHUYCHHBIN J10 mpefesia. — Mbl 3akiounin (UKTUBHBIN Opak! Thl
noXaJieeIlb 0 TOM, 4To ceitdac TBopuiiih! Korga y apakoHa mpoiiieT roH, teoe
craneT cteigHO! Cirydaii 3a0pocui MeHs B aJlbTepHaTUBHYI0 Poccuio, Tie camoe
OMacCHOE OpYyKHE — HE SIJIEPHOE, a HACTOSIIME APAKOHBI. MEeHsSI HACUJIbHO BbIIAJIN
3a ChbIHA UMIIEpaTopa, Aa0bl yIpaBJisijia MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM JIPaKOHOM. Myxk Oeraet
no 6abam, a MHE UHTepECHO ABUTaTh HAYKy M TEXHHUKY. [la ellle 1 BOiHa He 3a
rOpaMH...
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Acvuna Candup
Pa3Bo/, JpaKkoH U KHS3b B IPHAAYY

IIpoJior

— [Mocnymait, Asina! Tel — most sxeHa! Tol B MoeM 3amke! Thl — kHsATMHA Bonrap-Pomanosa! U s
xouy Tebs1! IIpsamo ceituac! Tl He Moxelb MHE OTKa3aTh! Thl — kEHIMHA 1 JOJKHA TOJYMHUTHCS
My:K4YMHE !

Tapnan HagBUrajCs Ha MEHs IPOCTO cKajloM. OrpOMHBIN, KAMEHHBIM, B3BUHYEHHBIN 10 IIpe-
aena. Sl naTuiiack, pagysachk TOMy, 4TO B IIOKOSIX IMIIEPATOPCKOIo ABOPLIA KOMHATHI Pa3MEpPOM C MHOU
CTaJIMOH M Y MEH$ OCTaeTCs MPOCTPAHCTBO ISl MAHEBPA.

Hosnpu Ha kpacMBOM, HEMHOT'O XUIITHOM Jinlie TapyiaHa pa3ayBajluCh, paCKOCHIE 3€JIEHBIE IJIa3a
nomyTHe M. OH TECHIIT MEHsI B yTOJl KOMHATBI, K 3€JIEHOBAThIM OapXaTHBIM IITOPaM, 32 KOTOPHIMHU —
OaJIKOH, M OH BECbMa BBICOKO.

S nonnmasa, yro Tapnan He coBceM BUHOBAT. Beslb OH capkaH — Ha€3/IHUK M XO3MH JPAaKOHa,
MEHTAJIbHO CBS3aHHBIN CO CBOUM A1iepoM. KoxraH — ero anbga-1pakoH, NepexuBajl r'oH U 3TO Tepe-
naBasioch KHsDKMUY. TaprmaH rmpocto ce0si yke He BIONHe KOHTpoiarpoBai. Termeps ObUIO ICHO — 1
eMy HpaBmoch. Eiie HetaBHO 51 Obl1a TBEPAO YBEpEeHa, UTO KHSDKUY MEHsI Hy TIPOCTO Ha JIyX He Iepe-
HocuT. Ho B MOMeHT rona 3osotoro Koxrana — ruraHTCKoro sinepa, BEJIMYMHON MOYTH ¢ IoM — Tap-
JIaH MTHCTUHKTUBHO 111e]1 K cBOey nape. KoHeYHO, HUKAKMX UCTUHHBIX y IPaBUTENIEN aJIbTEPHATUBHOM
Poccuu He Obut0. HO B Tak1ie MOMEHTBI OHM IIBITAJIMCH 3aBJIAJIETh KEHIMHON, B KOTOPYIO BJIIOOJIEHBI
cepbe3Ho 1 Joaro. Crienath ee cBoel BO UTO Obl TO HU cTajio. Eciu ke ux cepiiie He 3aTpOHYTO, T'OH
IIOYTH HE OKA3bIBaJl BJIMSAHUA Ha BCAHUKA.

— Tapnan! OcraHoBucsk! Y Hac ¢ T060ii goropop! Mbl 3aKkm0urIM (PUKTUBHBIA OpaK, YTOOBI 5
MOIJIa YIIPaBJIATh JusepxaHoM! Bkimoun Mosru, kHa3b bonrap-Pomanos! Tel noxaseens 0 ToM, 4To
ceiuac BeITBOpsienb! Korna y Koxrana rmpoiiner roH, Tebe caMoMy CTaHeT CThIHO 3a CBOM JICHCTBYs !
Venpib MeHs, Tapinan! 9t1o He Te! B Tebe roBopuT MeHTasIbHASA CBA3b C ApakoHOM! Thl nepeHnMa-
ems ero asmormu! Ero!

Sl TIeTHO mBITaack BO33BaTh K €I0 PACCYJUTENBHOCTU U Pa3yMHOCTH, OJHOBPEMEHHO JIABUPYS
MEX Y MPENATCTBUSMU U CTApaTEIbHO OCTaBJIAA X MEX 1y HaMu. TapiaH e JJOBWJI MEHS, KaKk Mare-
Ppblii OXOTHUK IpeciieqyeT Jo0buy. .. B mpuHIMne, Kak OXOTHUKY U BOUHY €MY PaBHBIX He ObLIO. ..

...Pe3HOI KapTOYHBIN CTOJIMK M3 TEMHOTO JEPEBA, MOKPBITHIN IT030JI0TOM, Ha BBICOKHX MU3SIILI-
HBIX HOKKaX «BCTaJl MEXAy HaMH» COBCEM HEHaA0/ro. TapiaH peIKHYJI U OTIIBBIPHYJI €T0 B CTOPOHY.
Cronmk mpokaTWics 1O ITIaJKOMY JAE€PEBIHHOMY NApKETy Y IPUTOPMO3MII, CMUHAsI KOBEP Majlaxy-
TOBOTO OTTEHKA.

Bxox... Hmpp... Xpp...

— Tor — Most xeHa! U 1o1 Oynenis Moeit! XBatut yxe epeneHuthes! S xouy Te0si, v 1 — TBOK
3aKOHHBIA My ! B mi1azax Bcero rocyaapcrsa, B IV1a3ax HalIMX MOAJAHHBIX | Thl — MOS KEHIIMHA, U ThI
HEMEUIEHHO JOJIKHA CTaTh MOeEi !

Bor xe 3anagnit! 3akOHHBIN MY:X, MOS JKEHILMHA. . .

Eme 6ykBaibHO J1Ba Mecslia Ha3a/l OH MeHs 3HaTh HE XOTell, B ynop He 3amevall. [Tocie Hareit
cBaibOBI TapiaH yIen Haclax/1aThCs HOUBIO C IIOOOBHULIEH.

ITpuyem, oH MHe 00 9TOM npsAMO cka3ajl. Kak Obl JaBast MOHATb, YTO 5 TYT TOJBKO KaK BCAJHUALIA
DitzepxaHa! A Halll BbIHYK/ICHHBI OpaK HENpPHUATEH 0001M !

Mecsu tomy Hazaj Tapna Ha 6aty A€MOHCTPATUBHO TaHLEBAJ C OTHOM (hIeIMHON — OroBa-
pUBaJIY, YTO ITO €TO HOBas MacCHs. A MEHs, 3aKOHHYIO JKeHY, UrHopupoBal. Hu pasy He npurmacui
HU Ha OfIMH TaHel... Jlaxe 37eMeHTapHO paau npogopMsi!
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Ha, MHe Torma ObuTo He ovyeHb nmpuATHO! Kak keHmumHe... Kak cymnpyre, My) KOTOPOM TBO-
pUT NOI00HYI0 AWYb Y BCceX Ha miazax. CBETCKME CIUIETHHIIB YeCcald SI3bIKAMHU ellle He/IelTio, MoKa
He TosIBUIICSL OoJlee MHTEPECHBIN 1moBof. Kocmiinch Ha MeHs MCTOJBOJIb, XUXUKAIHA B CIIMHY. A 1,
KaK 4IeH UMIIEpaTOPCKOM ceMbH, Oblla 00si3aHa «JepKaTh MapKy»: TOPIEIMBO UTHOPUPOBATh BECh
3TOT TpeLL.

Ho B npaBsmem kiaHe tak yacto ciayvaiock. Hekotopele Myxkuku nuHactuu bonrap-Poma-
HOBBIX OBLTM T€ ellle XONOKH... VI MON My HaxXomwiCcsl B TIEPBBIX PsaX «apMHUU BBICOKOPOIHBIX
TOOOBHUKOB . ..

O ero mo6BEOOMTIBHOCTH CJIarajiy JIETEH/H. . .

— Tapnan! ¥V T1e6s xe ects Bukrtopus! A eme, mo-moemy, Codus u Amus... d Bcex-To
HE YIIOMHIO. . .

— 51 xouy Tebs1! — PHIKHYIJ KHSKMY M CIIeJIal MOILTHBINA PHIBOK MO KOMHATE.

MHe npuIIoch OTCKaKMBaTh, Kak TOPHAsI KO304YKa, OOOTHYTH /IBA Kpecia U elle OAUH CTON —
BCE B CTUJIE MIEPBOI'O CTOJIMKA JJIsl KAPTOUHBIX UTp. 51 OKa3anach Mo Jpyrylo CTOPOHY MOMEIIEHUS.

TapsaH co CBOMCTBEHHBIMU €MY JIOBKOCTBIO 1 CKOPOCTBIO, KaKHe He 0KHMJaelllb OT CTOJIb KPYTI-
HOT'0, BBICOKOTO MY)KUMHBI, IEpEeMaxHyJI uepe3 Kpecia U OUyTHJICS COBCEM OJTM3KO.

Ero 3pauku onacHO paciivpuitch, I1a3a JMXOPaJOYHO 3aCBEPKaIIH.

Kaxercs, Koxran mouru Harsas cBOIO CaMKy.

O-oi!

Sl nepHynach B CTOpOHY, HOMbITAJIACH TIOBTOPUTh MaHEBp ¢ MeOesnbio. UToObl Hac ¢ MyXkeM
paszienuia MacCUBHBIM POCKOIIHBIA AUBAH Ha PE3HbIX HOXKaxX U Topiuep... OnHako Tapnan cnenain
elle HECKOJIbKO JIOBKUX MPbDKKOB M BAPYT OUYTHJICS COBCEM ONM3KO. A 3aTeM — s IaXe He MOHsIA,
KaK eMy 3TO YJaJIOCh — CXBAaTWJI U C CUJION BKaJl MEHS B CTEHY.

4 omryTria ero Bo30ykXAeHHE OUeHb OTYETIIMBO, CKBO3b KOKaHbIE OPIOKM KHSKUYA U JaXKe JIBE
MOMX 100K — BEPXHIO W HIKHIOH.

Emre 6b1! Tapnan tak Bxascs! $1 yxke mpocTo ¢ MecTa CIBUHYTHCS HEe MOIJIA. A ero MOIIHAs
Ipylb OTYACTHU IEPEKpbLIa MHE KUCIOPOI.

Topsiuee npIxaHue KHSKMYA OCEAANo Ha JIMIe HeM30€KHOCTHIO.

— 51 xouy Tebs! — ppikHy1 Tapnan. — [IneBath, 4TO Tenephb Thl 3HACIIIb, YTO 51 BTIOXAJICS B TeOs
c epBoro B3sAa! 1 HUKorAa He XoTes ObITh UbUM-TO cynpyrom! He xoten BooOI1Ie MpUBSA3bIBATHCS
K kennmHe! Ho Huuero ve mopenaemis! Tak yx Boiuio! S mo6mio 1ebst ¢ mepBoit Bcrpeun! Tol —
Most skeHa! U Teniepp Thl cTaHel» Moeii!

— Jla npekparu Tb1! DTO e roH! — BCKPUKHYJIA 5, KOTAA KHSKUY IPUHSJICS 3a1MpaTh MHE
100KH, CKOJIb3s1 TOPSTYMMHU TAJIBIIAMH 110 HOTaM.

— T mpekpacHO MOHUMAETITh, YTO TOH TOJIKAET CapKaHa K KeHIIMHE, KOTOPYIO TOT JIIoOUT!

— Tb1 — He IpakoH, He sep, Thl — YeoBek ! Y Thl BrosTHEe MOXelb ce0s1 KOHTPOIMPOBATH !

Ero pacmvpeHHble 3payku, pBaHOE JbIXaHUE, Pa3dyBaloLIMecs HO3JIpU cerddac TOBOPUIIU
coBceM O ApyroM. MHe ObUIO MPHUATHO, 4TO TapiaH Bce ke HepaBHOMYIIEH, U Aaxe Oombiie. MHe
KHSDKMY OYeHb HpaBWJICSA Kak MyxunHa. Ho 3a Bce BpeMst Haiero 6paka Mbl OT CHJIbI COTHEH ¢pas
nepeMosBIIIKCh. V1 BOBce qaxe He KomrimMeHTamu! Mbl arnaiuch o ooy 1 6e3 nooaa! Tapnan
TOJIBKO U JIeJIaJl, YTO BOPOTHII OT MeHs HOcC... 1o KpaiiHeil Mepe, MHe Tak Ka3aJioch!

KHsKMY yXe MoYTH CTSHYJI CBOU OPIOKM, UTHOPHUPYSI MOU SHEPIUYHbIE YBeleBaHus. 51 u3Bu-
BaJIaCh, MMHANIACK, oyiia. OJJHAKO KHSKMY ObUT HAMHOTO CHJIBHEE, IUTIOC K TOMY — FOPMOHBI TOHa,
KOTOpBIE MOJCTErMBAJIH, JUILAIM BOJIM U MPUIABAIN CapKaHy HEBUIAHHBIE CUIIBL. . .

B obmiem, y MeHs1 He ObUTO IIAHCOB, HEB3Upas JIake Ha YPOKU CaMOOOOPOHBI, HEOOXOIMMBbIS
11 BCQJIHULIBI aJib(pa-ApakoHa, KOTOpasi BIIOJITHE MOXKET OKa3aTbCs U HA BOMHE. ..

3a OKHOM, a TOYHee — 32 OAJTKOHOM — IMOCTIBIIAIICS TPYOHBIN BOIIb KoxraHa — oH, BUIUMO,
MOMMaJl CBOIO CaMKYy.
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Tapran nepesepHyJICs, 3aJbIIIAN elle JaIle, pykaMu, KOTOpble YIEepJKCh B €r0 IPy/b, s OILy-
11aja, Kak ObIcTpO KonoTutces ero cepaie. OHO padoTaso ceiluac, Kaxercs, 3a TPOuX.

KHspxmu BKasicst B MeHsl, IPUKYCHII TyOy U... 3amep...

VYaapui 1aioHsIMU TIO CTOPOHAM OT MOEH TOJIOBBI M CMaYHO BBIPYTJICS] HA TATAPCKOM.

— 41 He xoTen, 4TOOBI THI 3HAJA. .. — BBIIOXHYJI, TIOTOMY 4TO, TMIOXOXE, BCE ellle TUIOXO coOoM
yrpaisil. — § TeGe He HpaBmoCh, AsHa. .. [loHnMalo, 4to Tebe HenmpUITHBI ObLIM OBl JTIOOBIE MOH
yXaKUBaHUs ¥ Tipouee. .. S Buzieln, Kak Thl KPUBUJIACh M XMYPUJIaCh, KOT/Ia UMIIEpaTop HaBs3as Tede
9TOT Opak. A TBOs 3Ta (ppaza «Bce myxuku ko3isl! OquH Apyroro He jyurie!»... Bemukuii 6oxe!
41 B36ecuics Torna, ockopowmics! 4 cunran ceds 3aBuaHbIM skeHrxoM! TTogapkom 1ist 1000# MpyH-
1iecchbl, 1BOpsAHKU! A TyT... XOTs, B YeM-TO Thl, MOKET OBbITh, JaXe MpaBa. ¥ MEHs CTOIBKO ObLIO
JKEHIIVH, JTIOOOBHUII, ¥ HU OJIHOM 51 HE TIOIAPWJI CYACThsl. .. JIUIIb ONIb30BasIcs U Opocall, Kak TOJIbKO
Hajgoenam. 51 mpeKkpacHo MOHMUMalo, TIoueMy s Tebe TOrJja COBEPIIEHHO He MPUTTISTHYJICS. . .

Ha ne-er! Kaspxkua mue BriosiHe naxe HpaBwiics! IIpocTo s mpakTU4ecku He 3Haja Cymnpyra.
W He xoTena oTaaBarhCsi eMy JIMIIb otomy, 4to y Koxrana nHactymwt rod. Ecimu b OH yxaxkuBam
32 MHOW, MPUIJIAIIA HA TaHIbI, eJa]l KOMIUTUMEHTH, U TIpoyee. .. KaK MPOMCXOAMIO C JTIOOOBHU-
namu Taprnana. .. §, ckopee Bcero, moaaanach Obl Ha €ro 4aphl.

Vik He 3Ha10 — NpsAMO cervac WM ellle Yyepe3 HECKOJIbKO Henlelnb. .. Bee atu peilinHbl Besib
JaBHO TPY JBOPE W HA KHSDKMYA OHM HACMOTPENUCh BAOBOJIb. He To uTo s — momaganka ¢ 3emin,
U3 IBa/ILIATh MIEPBOTO BeKa, I7ie He IPAKOHBI, & CAMOJIETHI-BEPTOJIETHI IPABUIA HEOOM.

Taprnan yrmiepcsi B MEHsI CBUAETEILCTBOM KEJIAHUS: TOPSYUM, IMYJIbCUPYIOIIIM, YyTh BIIAXK-
HBIM... A JIOOM — B CTEHY psiIoM cO MHOU. Tak ¥ CTOsII, He JBUTAJICs, eJie AbIIall.

Koxran u3fas HOBBII yTPOOHBIN PHIK: MOOEIHBIA U KAKOW-TO TypPHOU. 3BYK MPOHECCS M0 HeOy
Y JIEpHYJI 32 MOU HEPBHI.

ITo Teny Tapnana nponuiach KpyrnHas ApOXb.

OH pe3KO OTCTPaHUIICS M TIPUHSIICS CYIOPOKHO HATATUBATD CIyIIEHHBIE MTaHbl. [lomyyanoch
TUIOXO U 51 XOPOILIO BUJENa Terepb Myka BO BCEH Kpace HIKe Tosica.

®peiinuHbl He Jramu — pa3Mep y Tapnana Obul TOT eme... BoT Tak ¢ Hanera, Ha MOLMSX
Y TOPMOHAX rOHa, OH MOT C/ieJlaTh MHE Jjaxke OOJIbHO.

Ho, HaBepHsika, cymen Obl JOBECTH 0 OJak€HCTBA, O KOTOPOM TOKe 0e3 YMOJKY CyJaurIun
(peituHbIL.

S cynopoxHo nonpasiisiiia 100KU, ¥ MEAJIEHHO, 110 CTEHOUKE IBUTaiach K IBEpPH.

Ho BHe3anHo Tapnan 3amMeTHIT MOM XUTPBIN MaHeBp. METHYIICS ¥ TPerpagui MHE JOPOTY.

[Tans oH Tak ToKOM U He Hajen. [1o kpaiiHell Mmepe — Ha camoe TJIaBHOE.

3payKky KHSKMYA CHOBA MPEebHO PACIIMPUIINCh. [[pokaluMu pyKaMy OH MeHS 3a(prKCH-
poBaJL.

S mornsapIBaia Ha IBEPh, KOTOpasi OKa3anach OyKBaJIbHO B HECKOJIbKMX METpax OT Hac. MHe Obl
ere mpoOeskaTh Kakue-To Tpy mmara. .. M Hac ¢ Tapinanom pazaenut ayOoBast 1Bepb, Kperde KOTOpon
HET JIaXe CTau. .. [IoToMy, 4TO ee YKperuUIsiv MpH MOMOIIIHM Kapa IpaKkoHa.

Sl naxe Morsa Obl ee 3anepeTh, YTOObl AaTh KHSKUIY OXOJIOHYTh. A yepe3 HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs
BBIITYCTUTh MYyXka. YBEpeHa, OH JIMIIIb CKa3asl Obl cacuoo. ..

Opnnako Tapnan 3aprKcHpOBa MEHs TaK, YTO JIaKe HAa CAHTUMETP CAABUHYThCS HE MOTyYaioch.

[ITanbl MeJIEHHO TIOJI3IM BHU3 110 MYCKYJIMCTBIM HOTaM MYXa.

Pyxwu Buenwicek B Mou ruteun. Tapnan ssBHO 60podicst ¢ codoit. Mol mooer 3710poBo ero noaza-
JOPWII — KakK Mof3aJOpUBaeT coOaKy yoeralonuii OT Hee YesloBeK. 51 coBepIma rIyneiiyio omuoKy
U3 BCEX BO3MOXKHBIX.

TapnaH yxe NMpakTUYecKu oOpasyMWICs. A Terepb ero B3MJIsAA OMyXAan 1Mo MOel TIpyau
B IIIMPOKOM JIEKOJIbTE, KaK U MOJIarajioch MECTHBIM MPUABOPHBIM AaMaM.

Myx pe3Ko nepemMecTuI MeHsl Ha MOJOKOHHUK, OMHOBPEMEHHO, HATPEHUPOBAHHBIM XKECTOM,
3apaB 100KU. ONATh MPUKaT CBOMM TEJIOM TaK, YTO €rO OTOJICHHBIN «KJIMHOK» YIiepcsi MHE B HOTY —
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npsiMO B OO, XOPOIIIO XOTh C «HETPABUIILHOM CTOPOHbD». MIHaUe OJHO ABUKEHUE — U «MeU B HOXK-
Hax».

A noyemy-To onrymana TapiaHa B TM MUHYTbl HEMHOTO MHAYE.

OH Tak oTYasTHHO OOPOJICS ¢ COOOM, C TOHOM, C JKeJIAaHUEeM U HapacTAIOIUM BO30YKICHUEM. . .

W, Kak BbISICHSIETCS, OUEHb CTPACTHO U IBUIKO BCE 3TO BPEMSsI XOTeI MEHsI U JIaXe JIOOWII.

WNuaue ceituac Tak ObI HE BBIIILIO.

I'oH copBaJ1 TOpMO32a KHSKUYA, BHITYCTUAI SMOIMU ¥ OOHAXKUJT CAMble TOTACHHbIE JKEeJTaHUS. . .

— AsHa. .. — BBIIOXHYJ TapiaH Tak XpUIUIo M HAJICATHO, UTO rOJIOC €ro e/iBa y3HaBacs. A Bellb
s IPUBBIKJIA K 3TOMY HEJJOBOJIBHOMY OapXaTHCTOMY Oacy.

KHs:xn4 pe3ko cafgaHyi KyJaakoM M0 MOAOKOHHUKY M HEOKHMIAHHO 3aryIsiHy/l MHE B IJla3a.

— Ecnm THI ceffuac HMYEro He cienaelib, s MOTY He caepikarbes. Kakercs, s1 yxe Ha mpe-
aene... $1 moutu He cOOOpa)al U MOTY... MOTY B35ITh TeOsl CHJION. — BBIIOXHYI OH, jenast UIMH-
HbIe TIepepbIBbI Mexk 1y cioBamu. — Ceituac Koxran 3aiiieT Ha BTOPOM KPYT... U y MEHsI CHOBa MO3IH
OTKJTIOUATCS. .. A €C/M Thl IPU30BEIb D3epXxaHa, CIyunuTcs OuTBa asiba-IpakoHoB. .. M 310 Oyner
CTpAIITHO JIJIS1 BCEX. .. DTOTO HeNb3sl JOMYCTUTh. Takoi 00N MOKeT YOUTh HaIlluX SIIEPOB U YHUYTO-
KUTH Kydy ToceJieHui. .. [la v, yBepeH, Thl JIIoOuIb Dii3epxaHa Takxke, Kak s1 — Koxrana... U naxe
€CJIV ThI BBIICPIKHIIIb, HE CTAaHelTh CTAJIKUBATh HAIIIMX JPAKOHOB. .. TBOSI HEHABUCTD, TBOE OTYASTHHE,
KOTJa sl HAYHY... s Be/ib TeOe HeMPUSATEH U OMEep3UTENIeH. .. — OH CIJIOTHYI, Kak Oyaro TapriaHy cTo-
WJIO OTPOMHBIX YCHUJIMM paccKasbiBaTh O MOMX 4yBcTBax. O TOM, Kak OH UX ce0Oe MpecTaBisil. —
Asna! DTy TBOM ONIyIIEHHUS. .. Dii3epXaH, B JJIOOOM cilydae, cpearupyer... M Bce paBHO CLIienUTCs
¢ Koxranom. ..
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I'maBa 1

Codbs Bu3kana B JUKOM Bocropre. Ee Kpuku pasHOCHII IO OKPYTe BETEpP, YAUBIEHHO PUCBU-
cTbiBasi B OTBET. OKPECTHbIE NTULBI BTOPWIY — BUAMMO, TPUHUMAJIM BOILIN (DPEMJIMHBI 33 YMPUKa-
HbE CBOHUX XKE€.

MHe He O4YeHb HpPaBWJIOCh, YTO JIOOOBHMIIA HACTOJIBKO SKCHPECCHBHO BhIpaKasia IMOIIUU.
OIHAKO s CHUCXOOUTEIHLHO OTHOCHIICA K €€ €CTECTBEHHBIM JKEHCKUM CJ1a00CTAM. UTO ¢ HUX B3STh,
¢ 9TuX keHIMH? VM Obl TOMBKO Myapa, Momaja, MPUUECKU U IIaThs. .. JKenateabHo elle MoxBa-
CTaThCs Nepe MOAPYKKaMH, KAaKoro My KrKa oHa oTxBatuia! Kpacusbie n 6ecrione3Hsle CO3IaHus. . .
PasBe uTo /17151 MONTy4YeHUs MOTOMCTBA. ..

Koxran BbInuchIBas ouepeTHON BUPAK: KPYTOM U Oe3yMHBIH, Kak ymen TofbKo oH. Hy, roxa-
nyH, emie duzepxad. Ho aTomy pakoHy KHUTh OCTanoCh HENOATO. Bee Amepbl, 4To He HalllJli CBO-
ero BCaJIHUKA, YOMBAJIUCH ellle B JeTCTBE, MHOIIA — B IOHOCTU. Dil3epxaHa BceM ObLIO JKaJIKO: OH,
€IMHCTBEHHBII MOT JIETaTh C HEBUJAHHOW CKOPOCTBIO U, KaXeTCsl, Jake MPOBATMBATHCS B COCEJHME
n3Mepenust. OH ObLT CIIOCOOEH CXeub IIENIbIN TOPOJT M TIOCTAaBUTh JIPYroil Ha KojieHu. Hu oguH npakoH
Bonrap-PomaHoBBIX He 00/1a1a1 TONOOHOW HEBUIAHHOM MOIIBI0. BOT oyeMy DiizepxaHa JIo CUX Mop
HE PelIIUCh YOUTh. XOTS OH CTaJl Y:Ke BIOJIHE B3poCibiM. 1o TaKoro BO3pacTa He 0XKUBAJ HU OAUH
JPaKoH, He HaleAIni cebe BCaJHUKA. .. DTO ObUIO, KaK MUHUMYM, OMacHO. be3 MeHTaIbHOI CBSI3U
C YeJIOBEKOM JIPAKOHbI YU ¥ CTAHOBUJIMCH YTPo30i. VIX MHTEIEKT CTpEMUTENBHO Majall, a 3Be-
pUHBIE UHCTHHKTBI Opai Bepx. OmgHako Dii3epxaH MOKa OCTaBaJICsl YMHBIM U JIaKe BIIOJHE ceOst
KOHTPOJIUPOBAT. ..

Bce xnmanu, Hagesuch, HEMOHATHO Ha YTO. ..

Koxran 6pu1 mydimmm nocie Dii3epxaHa, KOTOPOMY OCTaBaJlOCh KUTh BCETrO Mapy MecsIleB —
APaKOHY JaJi MOCIeJHUIN IaHC MTPU3BATh BCAJHUKA XOTh OTKY/A.

M xorga ToT cruHeT B orHe, Mo KoxraH craHeT equHCTBEHHBIM BOKAKOM !

JpakoH 3T0 4yBCTBOBaJ, U JukoBai! XoTs U He xkenan Opaty cmeptu! Ho Biacth mo6oro
CBOJIUT C yMa.

Meue npaiie Koxrana toxe nepenaBaicst! Bo3OyxieHue, NpeaBKylieHue OPOIUIN B KPOBH
XMeJIbHBIM TOIJIOM U YIapsiii B TOJIOBY. B3BUHUMBAIM SMOIUH O KAaKUX-TO JUKUX BBICOT!

[Toatomy s u B3s1 ¢ coboit Codwio. Imyno pucoBasicst epen Heid, kKak Manbumiinka. [lepen
(peisiMHOM, KOTOpas M TaK C/IeNaeT BCe, UTo 5 noxesan! Yto Obl HU MOMPOCKII, YTo Obl HU HacdaH-
TazupoBall. Jla U He cToua OHa MOIOOHBIX yCHUi. Beero b jkeHIHa, BCero Jiuiib rpaduHs!
S1 m puHIIECC-TO HE 0CO00 CTPEMUJICS 0YapOBaTh, KOT/IA Te MPUE3KATU B KAUeCTBE MOTEHIIMATbHBIX
HeBecT. U ye3xkanu, kak 0ObIYHO, HU € UeM. §I He cobupaJics rmoka uto xkeHuthbes. [1o kpaitHeit mepe,
B OJMKaiIee CTOJIEThE.

CapkaHbl KU CTOJIBKO K€, CKOJIBKO JPAKOHBI — TO €CTh HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET. 3a4eM MHE
ceiiyac oOpeMeHsTh ceOst OpakoM, KOrja MOTY ellle HECKOJIBKO CTOJICTUH TYNSITh U Pa3BJIeKaThCs
KakK Toxenamn?

Ecnu oty cpouHo noTpeOyioTcst BHYKU — €CTb ke AJIeKCaHIp: MPaBUIbHBIN, MJIaIINN Opar.
B kon1ie koH1oB — Aubin 1 Hukomnait. OHM y& TOYHO MPOJOIKAT AUHACTHIO!

B o61ieM, MHe coBepilieHHO He TpeOOoBaIoCh cefiuac prucoBaThCs U HeJlero (DOPCUTh.

Panu BHUMaHMS KHSKWYA, paid HEJOITOU poJii Moeit (haBOPUTKH, JiioOasi AeBUIIa M TaK TOTOBA
WICTIOJIHATh MOM CaMblil [JTYTIbIA KAIpU3.

Ho unaue ceituac s mpocTo He MOT.

Koxran 6bu1 Ha ApaiiBe, Ha MUKe BOCTOPTa. .. U s IEPEHUMAJT BCE €ro YyBCTBA U OLTYIIEHUSI.

B kaxkoii-to moMeHT Bu3r Coun mouemMy-To HEMPUATHO PE3aHyJI 10 yiam. XOTs ellle HEJABHO
OH MHE YTKO JIbCTHL.
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[Mognaumsan, 3aBoaui! XoTesoch KpUJaTh 4To ecTh Moun! Tak, 4ToObI IIIOTKY pBajl pa3pekeH-
HbIT Bo3yx! Tak, 4T0OBI CBSI3KM HAUMHAIIM XPUTICTh !

S — BcaHMK caMOro MOIIHOTO JipakoHa! Dii3epxaHa ykKe MOKHO B pacueT He Opath!

S — nacnennuk Poccuiickoil umnepun! Crapiimii CbiH KoraH-umrneparopa!

Jla, MHOTHE CUMTAIOT MeHs HeryTeBbIM! He TakuM MyapbiM M paccyIMTeIbHBIM, Kak MJIaJIlIne
Opatbsi U cecTpsl!

Ho B BoitHax s Bceraa nepBbiii! Y nmpuHomy caMble 3HaYnMBble 100e/ibl! VIX IOMHSIT U 3HAIOT
Haum Bparu! Co BpemeH oObeauHenus: bynrap u Poccuiickoil uMniepuy Hallla AMHACTHS 3aBOeBajIa
MHOTO0 Onvkaimmx 3emedb. [lomHocTeio oBnanena Yepabiv u Kpacabiv mopem. Ctajia caMbIM MOITI-
HBIM U KPYITHBIM FOCYAapCTBOM Ha KOHTUHEHTe!

Msi ¢ KoxraHom eriie HUKOT/Ia He TIPOUTPBIBATIM HU OUTBBI, HU JIIOOOBHOTO MOEANHKA.

JlpakoH B3BUJICS B HEOO CTpPEJION: BOIIIEN B O0aKa MOYTH BEPTUKAIBHO, U Codbsi BIENHUIIACH
MHe B 11eun. Jlpoxkaia, Ho IpoJoskajia opaTh: TENEeph yKe OT CTpaxa U BOCTOpPra OJHOBPEMEHHO.

Heckonbko MUHYT HaC OKpYyXayv OapXxaHsbl: Oelible-OelTble, MyXJIble, MBIIHbIE 00aKa. . .

A 3aTeM ApakoH caeall IeTI0 B BO3AyXe, JOBEJ €€ JO BOCBMEPKHU U BBIIPABUJIICS OISATh. ..

B kpoBu Oypiuia mbsiHasi yaajib, HO OJHOBPEMEHHO BAPYT IMOYEMY-TO IPUIILIa MBICIIh — BCE
KaK-TO MHaye, CJIOBHO MUp U3MeHusIcs. U 1 u3MeHWIcs 1o HEBEIOMOIl BOJIE.

Mou pasBiieyenusi ¢ Koketkonl Cogueil HeOKUJAHHO MOKA3AIUCh HEJIENIBIMU U HEHYKHBIMHU.
A cama peiliinHa yxe He TaKoW MPUBJIEKATETbHOM.

KxwM... 3amenuts ee apyrou, 4rto jm?

Yero 310 s BAPYT B JIMXOM TOJIETe pentui, OyATo MHe TpeOyeTcst uHast ToOOBHUIIA?

— Bamne BricouecTBo! Baitie Bbico-0uecTBO!

Berep npunec Ham Kpuk Moero ajpiotanTa. ['pad Anekcanap Tarapckuil — MOTOMOK JpeBHETr0O
PYCCKOro poja — Kpyyas U pa3MaxuBajl pyKaMu, Kak MeJIbHULIA.

— Bac Bei3biBaeT k cede umriepatop! Ouens cpouno! Hemenyienno! Ipsimo ceiivac!

[Nocnequuii KpUK MeHsI OKOHYATeTbHO OTpe3BUI. Kak-To Bpa3 BHIOMII U3 TOTOBHI BECh Kypaik.
WU nyps... Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe, HAJEIOCh. . .

A nmyctrin Koxrana Ha CTpeMUTENIBHOE CHUKEHHE.

OrpoMHasi 3010Tasi MaXyMHa Ha 3€JI€HOBATO-30JIOTBHIX KpPbUIbSIX Hayaja PE3KO CITyCKaThbCs,
BBICTABUB MOTYYH€ KOTTUCTBIE JIallbl. Y JII0OOr0 ApYyroro ymu Obl 3aJI0KWIO OT HEOKHIAHHOTO
u ObicTporo nepenana aasieHus. Hy 31o kak MuHUMYM! A MOXET ellie ¥ BBIPBajio Obl.

Tonbko He ornbITHOrO capkaHa! KHsDKMUYM, YTO MOIIM JIeTaTh HA JPAaKOHAX, MMENIU OCOOCH-
HYI0O KPOBb M 3[0pOBbe. MBI TIOUTH He OOJIeNu W He CTapeid, a He TOJNBKO KUJIM MHOTO BEKOB.
Moii oTell B CBOM IIECTHCOT C JIMIITHUM JIET BBIIJISAET Ha COPOK M ObLT ellle OYeHb CHUJIEH, JIOBOK.
Jlerko nenayi MOJIONBIX BOMHOB Ha TpeHUpoBKax. Jla ¥ B mocTesu ObLI. .. BIIOJHE ele oro-ro. Ecimm
BEPUTH €T0 MOCTOSTHHBIM JTIOOOBHUIIAM. Mama Obl1a OOBIYHOM YeIOBEUKOM U yMepJia MHOTO CTOJIETHIA
Hazan. OTell TOCKOBa, MepeXuBal, BCIOMUHAN... W Oonbllie He )EHUJICS, XOTsS €My KOTO TOJIBbKO
yke He Mpeylarajiv: U3 COCEHUX roCyJapCTB U BHYTPEHHUX KHSKECTB.

Codust OblIa Kperko MpuBsi3aHa K ce[yly, O3TOMY, XOTsI €€ U MOTaJo, SIBHO MyTHJIO, CHJeNa
Ha Mecte. JIutb OpICTpO JAblana, 1a0bl IepeOuTh OIIyIIEHH S, ¥ IIOCTOSTHHO OTKPhIBAJIA U 3aKphIBajia
POT, YCHJIEHHO BbIpaBHMBAs JJaBJIEHUE BO3/yXa.

Ona yxe He pa3 Jietasia co MHOM Ha Koxrane u ¢ ObICTpbIMU MOcaKkamMK OblUIa BIOJHE O3HA-
KOMJIeHa. 3Haua, Kak criefyer ceOsl BeCTH.

Wmmnepatop, Moii oTell, IaTh He JIIOOUT.

WutepecHo, 3auemM OH MeHsI BOOOIIe BbI3BA?

Koxran Msarko mpusemisiwiicsi Ha MOCaIouHbIi JIyr. S momor (peirHe BHIOpaThCs U3 ceia
U Cle3Th, TpHUAepkuBas 3a Tamuio u Oeapa. OOBIYHO Takue «yNpaKHEHWs» 3aKaHYMBAJIHCH
B nocresu. Ecim 1 He cpasy, yuuThiBasi, YTO MHE HAJI0 K OTILy, TO BEYEPOM, IIOCIIE BCEX JIeJ1 — OHO-
3HauHO. OIHAKO cefvac noyeMy-To s 00 3ToM Aaxe He qymai. Kak orpesano.
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KxwM... O4eHb cTpaHHoO.

UYro 310 Takoe co MHOM ITPOUCXOAUT?

Sl MeTHyICA BO JBOpEN, Ha Xomy omnpasiisisi Kadran. [lepeopesncs Obl 1151 OIOOHON aynueH-
IIUM — BCE JKe UMIIepaTop, XoTs 1 otell. Ho ecim oH Tak cpouHo MeHs TpeOyer. .. Tyt 6e3 BapuaHTOB —
HaJ0 UITH.

AJekcanzip pBaHyI BO ABOpEI] 32 MHOHM C KPUKOM:

— Nmneparop Hukonaii- A npuHUMaeT B cepeOpsiHOi 3ae!

91 m He comHeBasics1! 3ai, BBIKOBaHHBIN Oylarogapsi OrHIO0 COTEH JIPAKOHOB, KAKOW HEBO3MOKHO
caenath OOJIbIIIe HUT/IE B MUPE, ObLT TIOOMMBIM MeCTOM Moero oTia. K Tomy e — cambIM 3alluineH-
HBIM BO BceM 3aMKe. Hukakoe opyskue He criocoOHO MPOOUTH CTEKJIa, 3aKaJIeHHbIE B TUIAMEHH SIIie-
POB, a CTEHBI BBIICP:KUBAJIH yIAPHI S7IED.

Cnyru paccrynaiuch, qaBast gopory. OTBeIIMBaIM MOJIOKEHHBIE TOKJIOHBI.

$1 MeTHyJCS 1O MMPOKON KaMEHHOM JIECTHHIIE: ObICTpee, HaBepX, B HYXKHYIO KOMHATY.

[TpoHeccst o ABOPILY U... OCTONOEHE!I ellle Ha BXO/Ie B CepeOPsHbIA 3aJl.

3penuine, 4To MpeCTaio MOEMY B30pY, ObUIO HACTOJIBKO SMMYHBIM U HEBEPOSTHBIM, UTO S
MAIMHAILHO OCTAHOBHMIICS M TOJIBKO TJ1a3es1, ObICTPO MOprasi U OOJblIlie He JBUTrasich.

B camom nieHTpe 3aibl psAAMO U3 MoJIa TopYaa CTpaHHAs BHYIIMTEIbHasl MITyKoBMHA. OHa
OYeHb HAIIOMUHAJIA SHEProMOOUIIM — TIOTOMKH CTapbIX KapeT, KOTOpbIe HAIM TEXHOJIOTUH C SHEp-
TUei ¥ OTHEM JPaKOHa CO3JJTM CPaBHUTEIbHO HelaBHO. Ho ObUla Kakoii-TO CTPaHHOM, COBEPIIEHHO
YYKEPOJHOIL.

Kak u o1, 4To 3aCThUIM 110 CTOPOHAM.

JKenmyHa obHUMasa peObeHKa.

ManbuuK JIeT OAMHHAIIATH KaJICS K Held, KPEIKO JIepKaJl 32 PyKY, HO O3UpaJICs C HETIOAAeb-
HBIM U3yMJIeHHeM 1 uHTepecoM. CJIOBHO Bce ellie He MOT TIOBEpHUTh B MPOMCXO/SIIIEE.

My>X4rHa JIeT TPUALATH ISATH-COPOKA C KOPOTKO OCTPHKEHHBIMU CEJIbIMU BOJIOCAMH, KOTOPBIE
OYKBaJIBHO HA TJIa3aX OKPAIIMBAIUCH U IPUHUMAIIN TIPEKHUIA COTTOMEHHBIA OTTEHOK, OIJISABIBAIICS
C HE MeHee TMOTPSICEHHBIM BHIOM.

JKenmmHa ke BBIIVISIENA TaK, CIIOBHO €€ TYT Majio YTO YAMBIISUIO, OJHAKO HACTOPOKEHHOCTh
HE TOMelIaerT.

He 3Hato mouemy s 3anepskaics Ha Heit B3risggom. Ona Obla ofeta aOCOMIOTHO TO-TypalKy.
Kaxkue-To My>KCKure ITaHbl, ATTMHHAS TO JIU pyOaIika, To Jiv emie 4to. . . JINI0Bo-(puoIeTOBbIE BOJIOCHI,
CBOICTBEHHBIE PEAKMM BCATHHUIIAM JPAKOHOB, ObUIM COOpaHbI B TPOCTOBOJIOCYIO KOCY U CKPEIUICHBI
KAKOI-TO HETIOHATHOM IITYKOBUHOM, MOKPHITOM HEECTECTBEHHO-PO30BBIM MEXOM.

MyxurHa 1 peOGeHOK ObLTM 0fIeThl ToXoxke. OHAKO 51 MPOAOJIKAT U3ydaTh UIMEHHO JKEHIIUHY
Y TOYEMY-TO He XOTeJI OTBOAUTDH B3IV

Ha Bun et 6b110 OKOsO Baanatyu jer. Ho, yunTeiBast LIBET BOJIOC OHA — SIBHO CapKaHa, 3Ha-
YHT, €l MOXET OBbITh CKOJIBKO yrogHo. OrpoMHbIe MUHAATIEBUIHbBIC IJ1a3a — «JIUChH» — KaK MBI UX
Ha3BIBAJIM, BCTPEYaI MOU B3IJISI/I C BBI3OBOM U 0e3 0cOOEHHOro 3HTy3ua3mMa. dPurypka y Hee Oblia
MPSIMO UYTO HAJIO.

[TbiHbie 6e1pa U TOHKAsE Tajvsl, BBICOKask OOMbIIast TPyAdb U JUIMHHBIE, CTPOMHbIC HOTH.

ITpocro koHpeTka. OcTaBaioch TOJTBKO OOMM3BIBATHCS.

U noyemy-To BriepBbIe sl UCTIBITAN PSAOM C KEHIIMHOM CTpaHHOE OlIylieHrne. MHe HpaBUiIoch,
Kak oHa ceOs1 IepkuT. Kak ropnenrBo BCKMHYIIA TOJIOBY, KK CMOTPHT Ha BceX 0e3 CTpaxa M C BbI30-
BoM. Kak 3amumaer cBoero ceiHa. $1 mouemy-To HU CEKyH[bl HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO MAIBUMK — CHIH
9TOM KEHIIMHBI.

S naxe uyTh yneioancs, Habmonas 3a Heu.

Moxert, Bce €10 B TOM, YTO 3a TOfibl sl IPUBBIK K TOMY, KakK (PpPEfIMHBI U pa3Hble JBOPSHKU
MY ABOPE JIe0e3T, KOKETHUYAIOT ¥ OTYASTHHO MHITAIOTCS] MHE IOHPABUTHCS. DTa KEHIIMHA He TIbITa-
nacb. CoBcem. He nebesnna u He kokeTHHYaIa HU Karuid. Ho st He Mor Ha Hee HarssiieTbest!
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4 Tak v nsMIcs OBl HA Hee JTaJibIlie, XOTS He CTOMJIO — HEMTPUJIMYHO M HEITMYHO, OJTHAKO OTeI|
OBICTPO B351JT CJIOBO.

— Dii3epxaH CyMeJI-TaKy IPU3BaTh HAE3HUITY | — COOOIIHMII OH C PaJJOCTHOU YITBIOKOM.

$I MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM.

Ta-ak! OHa, uyto, mpu3BaHa DiizepxaHom? He moxer ObiTh! Kak Takoe ciyumnocs? Passe 3to
BO3MOXHO? DTO XKe€... HEMBICJIUMO !

— Ho Diizepxan Beap npusbiBai MHOro pa3! W Hail npuaABOPHBIN IpaKoJIor CKa3al, 4To B 3TOM
MUpE HET MOAXOASAIIEro YeloBeKa!

— B aTrOoM Mupe u HeT. AsHa — U3 napajuieabHol BeenenHoi, rae Toxe cyiectByoT Poccus,
Tarapus. Ho ucropus nnasa. M1 HeT JpakoHOB.

— Tem He MeHee, y Hee KpoBb capkaHOB? Kak 3T0 BOZMOXHO? — HE IOHUMAJT 5.

— Kpome Diizepxana Obu U qpyrue, CiocOOHBIE TPOHUKATh B MHbIE MTPOCTpaHCTBA. Bmecte
CO BCAJIHMKaMH. BUIMMO. .. T1e-TO OHM BCe e OCTaBWIIM MOTOMKOB. M AsiHa — ofiHa U3 TaKHX...

— Boo0rie-To MeHst 30ByT He AstHa!

MeHs1 OTPSICIIO, UTO MpeKpacHas HE3HAKOMKA, IMTyCThb Aaxe MOTeHIIMaIbHAS Hae3qHUIa Dil3ep-
XaHa, B35J1ach nepeduth camoro umMriepatopa! OHa, 4To, COBCEM He TIOHMMAET ITHKeTa?

[TpuaBOpHBIE OlIapaIIeHHO MepersabBaIuCch. CTPaKHUKY JaKe Yy Tb AepHYJIUCh. OIHAKO BCe
KJATM PEeaKIuK OTHA. A OH, KaK HU yIUBHUTENILHO, HE Pa303/MicCs. YIIBIOHYACS AsiHE M CIIOKOHHO
OTBETHUIL:

— Teneps Oyzenib 3BaThest Tak. Takoe uMsl Ha3Ban Di3epxad. Bugumo, Tak TBoe uMs mepe-
BOJUTCSI B HAlllell aJIbTEPHATUBHOM peajibHOCTU. AsiHa! Thl cTaHelb KHSKHOM M CMOXEIIb IONYy-
YHUTh BCE HYXHbIe npuBUieruu. Ciyr, qeHe:KHbIe CPEICTBA APCKOM (DaMIJIMH. .. U BCE OCTAJIbHOE.
Ho xeHiuHa He MOXeT ynpaBisiTh DA3epXaHOM, €C/Ii OHa He U3 Haien quHactuu. [lostomy. ..

Sl yxe 3HaJ1, 4TO OTel] CKaKeT Jabllie ¥ Havall 3apaHee 3TUThCS.

— ...ITosTomy Tebe mpuaeTcst BHIATH 3aMYK 32 MOETO ChiHA. BOT, MO3HaKOMbCsI, 3TO MO cTap-
i cbiH — Tapnad. OH HEMHOTO HENMYTeBBIN 1JI1s1 CBOMX JABYXCOT TpuauaTtu aByx Jjer! Ho, yBepeH,
ThI HACTABUIIIb €70 HA MyTh UCTUHHBI.

-3-93...

AsiHa OCTaHOBWJIA HA MHE OLIEHWBAIOIIUH B3MJIsAA. M, cam He Benaio rnoyemMy, HO s BBITISITUI
I'Py/lb, BBIIPSMUII CIIMHY, U, KaK MOC/IEAHUN 1ypak, MOoNbITajcs MoKa3arbcs el Bo Bcell kpace. Her!
Ato Open xke! 5! S mpITancs MOHPABUTHCS KEHIIMHE, KOTOpast Jake He POBHS MHE TI0 POKICHUIO!

Ho mHe Ta-ak xoTesnoch eil peajibHO IOHPaBUTHCS !

Sl naxe 4yTh IOBEpHYJ rOJIOBY B TOM PaKypce, KOTOPbIii 0COOSHHO HpaBHJICS (ppeilyInHaM.

Ha, 51 Ben cebs1 Kak BECEHHUI MABJIMH, YTO KPYTHUTCS TIepe]] CAMKOM PaJ CKOPOTo CIIaprBaHMUSI.

Ho s aruero ve mMor ¢ co0oii crienark.

AsiHa OTBEpHYJIaCh CIIMIIIKOM Yk OBICTPO, MHE JJaske He YIaJIoCh MOMMATh €€ B3IJISI.

U cnepyomye ee clioBa Tak pe3aHyJH, YTO MHE CPOYHO 3aXOTEJIOCh KOTO-TO YOUTb.

— 4 yxe 3aMyxeM U mo0iio cBoero myska! — OHa ykazazia Ha TOrO MyKHKa, KOTOPBIA BBITTISIIEN
HEMHOT'O TYYHBIM, KAKMM-TO MPOCTEIIKMM U SIBHO HE YPOIAUJICS CAPKAHOM.

Omna cpaBHuBaeT MeHsi ¢ HuM? CepbesHo? bes qypakos?!!

Ot 3710cTH y MEH4 B I71a3aX IOTEMHEJIO.

Sl cxanm KyJaky ¥ CKpHITHYJ 3y0amu, caMm ceOe YIUBIISISICh Bce CUIIbHEE U CUJIbHEE.

Heyxenu 310 52 Tak ceOs ceftuac ayBcTBYI0? U Bemy cedst MPOCTO Kak MOCIETHUN Ty pak ?

S! Tpunr Bonrap-Pomanor! BrimcrarenbHpiil Tapiian, KOTOPOTo KEHIMHBI TPOCTO 000KAIOT!
TonbKo 1 KIyT MajenIiero 3Haka BHUMaHus !

Jla 4T0 3TO Ha MeHs BOOOIIIE HAKATUJIO?

B xpoBu Oypimim 3710CTh, SIPOCTh, JOCA/A, a elle kKelaHue TOHpaBuThesl AsiHe. Bee 1o cme-
IIMBAJIOCH B OE3YMHBIN KOKTEWJIb IUKUX KEJIAHUH U CTPAHHBIX TTOPHIBOB.

$1 coBepIIeHHO He MOHUMAJI, YTO CO MHOM MPOUCXO/IUT.
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Jla 51 B KM3HU elle TaK He KaXJaJl IOHPABUTHCS KEeHIMHe !

Sl He Mor He CMOTpETb B €€ CTOPOHY — B3IJISI] caM HaxoAuI AsTHY B OOJIBIION cepeOpstHOM 3aiie
asopua. Y Toryac npuimman K capkaHe HaMepTBO.

— IT0 MOS JKeHa! — BAPYT MoJaJI rojioc ee My:KuK. — Ml oHa He MOKeT 3/1eCh BBIMTH 3a Ipyroro!

— 1 nato BaM B Hajes ABE MPOBUHIIMY, OJHU U3 CaMbIX MPOIBETANIMX B rocygapcree. Tam
KaK pa3 Mpou3BOIAT SHeproMoormiv. Tak uto mpodiiem ¢ qeHsramu He OyzieT. B mpuady s xaimyio Bam
Ty rpacda. Bel cMokeTe BHIOpaTh M00YI0 JBOPSHKY B keHbl ! [Lmoc eqHOBpeMeHHast HeMe/IJIeHHasT
BBITUIATA B BOCEMb THICSTY pyOsieit. YUTOObI BB TOHUMAJTH, HA 3TY CYMMY Bbl CMOKETE eIlle TTOJIOBHHY
MPOBUHIMU BBIKYNUTh. M 3TO Bce 3a TO, YTOOBI BBl O€30T/1araTeIbHO OTKA3aJIkCh OT KEHbI U OTIAJIH
el Ha BocniMTaHue peOeHKa!

— Kaxk s Mory ObITh yBepeH, 4To Bbl He OOMaHeTe?

S oxmaan, 4To MyKMK HAYHET eperieHnThes. 51 Obl ofHO3HAUHO OOOpoJIcs 3a AsiHy. [la, y Hero
He ObLIO TYT BJIACTH, OCOOBIX MPAaB U JIa)Ke BO3MOKHOCTEH. [la, OH IIeJIMKOM U TOJTHOCTBIO OUYTHJICS
B Hammx pykax! Ho st ObI TPOCTO Tak OT 3TOM *KEeHIMHBI He oKa3biBasicsi! [ToueMy — He 3Hal0, HO (pakT
ectb (pakt. OHAKO MYX ASHBI IPUIILYPHIICS U BBHITJIAEN TeTleph KaK Ha TOPrax.

— Jato cnoBo ummepatopa! — rpOMBIXHYJT HEIOBOJIBHBIN OTell. BriepBble 3a J0Jrue mecTbcoT
JIET €ro CJIOBO MOABEPI/IM cOMHeHn0. HUKTO He mocMen Obl mogoOHoe BHIKMHYTH! HUKTO 13 Tex, Koro
sI 3HAJT 32 BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb.

[TpuaBOpHBIE CHOBA HAYaIM TEPENISABIBATHCS — YK€ COBEPUIEHHO OOANJEBIIME U COMTHIE
C TOJIKY. Y HUX Ha Ila3ax PyIIICS BECh MX MUP. YCTOM, MTPaBUJIa U TIOPSIKU UMIICPHH.

HekTo, 6e3 pony-miemeHu, He3HaKoMel[ 6e3 3ByYHOro UMEeHH, TTOCMeJT YCOMHUTBLCS B 00Oela-
HuM umreparopa! Takoro 1moka HUKTO JaBHO HE MCTIBITHIBAIL. .. MHE KakeTcsl, C TeX CaMbIX BPEMeEH,
KakK MBI 3aBOeBaJIH 3eMyn 10 KpacHoro mops, a 3atem — u camo KpacHoe Mope. ..

Pycrum n Oyarapel Ha ApakoHax eie HU pa3dy He OIepKUBAIH MOAOOHBIX MOOeA. DTO CTaio
IIIOKOM JJaKe JJIs1 HUX CaMUX. ..

EcrecTBeHHO, OTel pa303mics, XOTs U CACPKUBAJICS U3-32 HEOOXOTMMOCTH.

Buns, uto ummnepartop He MpUKa3blBaeT apecToBaTh HaIJela WM Ka3HUTh, OCTAJIbHBIE TOXE
CJIeTKa YCIIOKOMITUCh. XOTsI IOHMMAaHUSI Y HUX HEe TPHOaBUIIOCh. ..

— Cornacen! — BbIlajani, TeEM BPEMEHEM, MYKHK.

N Asna Ta-ak Ha HEero MocMoTpeJia, CJIOBHO MyX Opocall ee B camoe TiekJio. Byaro onu yromumm
B aBapuio U Cymnpyr cOexal, a ee KUHYJ moj 0OJJIOMKaMH KOJTbIMArH.

Her, npaBaa! iMeHHO Takoii ObLT y Hee B3IJISI.

Cnenom AsiHa okocuiach v Ha MeHsi. CJIOBHO TOBOpUJIA: BCE, Bbl, MY)KHKH, OJMHAKOBbIE!

A d... A moyemy-To monbITaICS el ynblOHyThcs. f1! Bapyr ynbiOHyThCsl GabeHke, KoTopas
TOJILKO HEJIABHO CKa3ajia, YTo He kejaeT JeHs OpaTh B Myxkbs! He xotar-c onu, Buaute ! He mo
HYTpYy uM!

Jla s mpoCTO OKOHYATENBHO CISATHI!

OpnHako ynelOKa BCe paBHO HAIPOCHJIACh Ha TYOBL. $1 maxe 3a4eM-TO il TIOOMHIHYJ, CJIOBHO
MBITAJICS CJIeTKa MpUOOOIpUTh. AsiHa cpearrpoBajia HEOXKHMIAHHO. XMBIKHYJIA M OTBeNa B3MJIS,
CJIOBHO $1 CENAN el HeTIPUIMYHBIA HaMeK. XOTs HIYEero MogoOHOTO U B MBICIISIX HE MPOMEJIbKHYIIO.

Hla 4to co MHO# TBOpUTCS psiioM ¢ AstHoi?!! Y moyemy MHeE BIPYT CTaJIO TaK BaXXHO 3aBOEBATh
ee JioBepue 1 cumraTuio?!!

TeMm BpeMeHeM, K ee MyKHKY MOJOIILTNA OTIOBCKHUE aIbIOTAHTHI C AAPCTBEHHOM, KOTOPYIO UMITe-
parop, BUAMMO, YK€ YMYAPHWICS TOIMUCATh U Jake 3aBepuTh Ievarbio. Jlymaio, B TOW ke mamke
JIeXkKaMM ¥ JOKYMEHTBI Ha TUTYIL.

Mpa! MHoro *e s npomyctil, nioka Jietai ¢ Cogweit Ha Koxrane!

N nouemy-1o mbicib 0 Codbe 4yTh OTpe3BuIa. BeiepHyia U3 CTpaHHOTO JIypMaHa, KOTOPBIT
HaBEBAJIM HAOTIOJIEHUS 32 HEBECTOM.

Kenutbcsa? S He 0cOOEHHO Kaxaal BCTyNaTh B Opak.
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. Candmp. «Pa3Bom, gpakoH U KHsI3b B IPUIATY»

OpHako KaHAuIAaTypa AsTHBI HEOXKHMJAHHO MOKA3aJIach OYeHb TIPUSTHOM.

Bs4arts ee ceOe, cerogHs ke cAenarb CBOEH. . .

Kpaiiae cTpaHHO, HEJIOTUYHO, HO sI, KOTOPBIM HE KeJlasl U QyMaTh 0 Opake, BAPYT BOCIIPUHSLI
9Ty MJCI0 BECbMa IMO3UTUBHO.

— 51 Bce paBHO He X0Uy 3aMyX! — BOPYT 3asBUIa AsTHa, M MEHS ITPOH3MJIA TaKasl 37I0CTh, KAKYIO
HE BBI3BbIBAJIA €IIe HU OJIHA JKCHIIMHA.

Hla ona cepbe3no? OtkasbiBaercs? OT MeHs?

S — mydimii U3 BceX HbIHE KUBYIIMX CApKaHOB! B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, 51 — HACJIEHUK MpecToa!
TobKO MOSI sKeHa OJHAK/AbI CTAHET UMIIepaTpulIei!

JlioOas He3aMyKHsISI laMa B UMIIepUH OyJIeT CYaCT/IMBa COUeTaThcsi co MHOUM OpakoMm! [la u B
JOPYTHX KOPOJIEBCTBAX TOXKE.

Jla uTO OHa Takoe BooOIIe cede Mo3BoIsIeT?

AsIHa e He CTEeCHSUIAaCh — MOJJTMBAJIa Macjia B OTOHb MOEH 3JI0CTU U SIPOCTH.

— Vx ecmu Mot CriaBuK, KOTOPOMY S OTAajia JIydlliie TOfbl KHW3HH, TaK MOIO TTPOMEHSII
MEeHsI Ha 3eMJIM ¥ BJIaCTb. .. 51 BooOie OGomblie He Xouy 3amyxk! Bee Myxuku ko3isl! U onuH HIYem
He JIy4lle Jpyroro!

OHnHa nmokocwiach Ha UMIIEpaToOpa, BUIUMO, CMEKHYB, UTO BhIpaXEHHE «BCE MYKHKH. ..» Kaca-
eTCsI U MOETO OTIIa TOXe.

— 41 Bac He Merna B BUY, Ballle Ben4yecTBO. [IpocTuTe. .. eciv Tak mpo3Bydvano... Paau 6ora,
V3BUHUTE. ..

OHa NOKJIOHWJIACh, CMYTHJIACh, JaKe IyTh MOKPACHENa, a OTell YCMEXHYJICS U C/Iesal KecT —
MOJI, BCE TIOHSITHO.

Omna He xouet! Kakas xe nana!

S ppIpKHY, KakeTcs, yKe CIUIIKOM IPOMKO.

Orel1 ONATh MHOTO3HAYMTENILHO YCMEXHYJICS U 3asIBUJT:

— D10 Oyner (pukTUBHBIA Opak. AsHa! Bam HE0OOXOMMMO MMETh Myka W3 Halllell JUHACTHH,
YTOOBI YIIPABJIATH ApakoHoM Bomrap-PoMaHoBBIX. DTO caemaeT Bac 4acTbio ceMb. [Ipyroro croco0a,
YBHI, e1lie He nmpuaymaii... Odeman, yto TapiaH He CTaHeT 3aCTaBJIATh BAC CTAHOBUTHLCS TIO-HACTO-
SIIIEMY ero KeHIIUHOW. Beapb Tak, chiH?

A oter1 310 cepbe3HO BooOIIIe?

51 6b1 cenan ee cBOEl XeHIMMHON HeMeaieHHo ! Y Tokazast, Kak TIIyTmo OTKa3bIBaThCs OT MOJ00-
HOT'O KpaiiHe BBITOIHOTO CYIPYKECTBa.

Nmneparop npurevaran MeHs CBOMM B3[JIJOM, KOTOPBIN YETKO TOBOPHII — CIIOPUTH HE CTOMT.
ITO NMPUKa3, U OH yKe HE U3MEHHTCS.

— To ectb MBI OyzieM TOJBKO (DOPMATBHO KaK MYk U keHa?

OHa ellie yTouyHsiIa, CripaimBaja, COMHeBaIach!

TBoto x HaneBo! 91 cxxay KyJaaku 1 OITYTHJI, KaK OT 3JI0CTH ITyJIbCUPYIOT BEHBI Ha IIIee.

— Ecnm BBl caMu He 3aXOTHUTE MHOTO, — BAPYT TOJAMUTHYJT MHE UMITEPATOP.

3axouer! ynku! Teneps yxe 51 He Xouy!

41 ocosHaBai, uTo Bemy ceOs ceivac, Kak Kakoi-To namad! Kak mogpocTok, 4To Bech Ha rop-
MOHAX Y MOIUSAX! A MecTaMu — Kak Kalpu3HbIA peOeHOK, YTO He MOJEINII C KeM-TO TIeCOUHHMITY !

Ho Huyero ¢ co6oit nozenath He Mor! BOT yike HeCKOJIbKO MHHYT MO€ TeJIO, MOM 9yBCTBA U MOU
MBICITI He TIOAYMHSIIMCH MHe coBepiieHHO! HeB3upast Ha rojibl CAMOKOHTPOJISI, HECMOTPS Ha OTIBIT
caMo00JIaJaHus.

— Bor yx ObU10 Hazo! — 3a4eM-TO 3710 phIKHYJ 1. — He xouer, kak xouer! S cornacen crarh
(pUKTUBHBIM MYykeM ASHBI, €CJTU 3TO HU K YeMy MeHs He 00s3bIBaeT!

Orell KUBHYJI: MOJI, TaK Bce U ecTh. OH OTJIMYHO MOHsUI, uTO 51 uMelo B Buny. Coduio, Dieo-
Hopy, Onbceppy ¥ MHOTHX JIPYTUX MOMX OBIBIIMX M HBIHEIIHUX BO3MIOONEHHBIX. OIHAKO pa3pelrie-
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. Candmp. «Pa3Bom, gpakoH U KHsI3b B IPUIATY»

HHE OTIIA I0YEMY-TO He YCTIOKOMJIO. 51 OecrIcst OT OIHOM TOJIBKO MBICIH, UTO AsTHA TaK PEIIUTEIBHO
OTKa3bIBaeTcs OT Opaka. PeanbHOro M HacTosero, 6e3 BCAKUX TaM (PUKIIUI.

VY MeHs B rpyIu IpsAMO-TaKM KJIOKOTaJ0. XOTeJOCh CXBATUTh €€ M KaK CJIeAyeT BCTPSIXHYTh.
UroOsl yBHUjIENA, OT Yero oTkazajgack. YToOkl 10 Hee 3TO, HAKOHEII-TO, JOILIO!

A — nmyummin! S camplii 3aBUAHBIN )KEHUX B UMIIEpUU !

A He kakou-To Tam ee kankuid CrnaBuk! KoTopblii mpoMeHsi1 O0OHYI0 XKEHIIIMHY Ha TPOBHUH-
LIMU U JIEHbI'M B KapMaHe!

Bo mHe roBopuna ysi3ieHHasi ropocth? PaneHoe camomHeHue?

He 3nao! Ho mouemy-To oHa TOJIBKO MBICIIb O TOM, UTO MPUIETCS YTEaThCs C ABYMSI-TPEeMsI
dnelinmrHaMu yKe STUM BedepoM, He 00pajjoBajia U He YCIIOKOWIA.

—Mory s uaTy, oten? — CipoCuI s, U3 MOCJIEAHUX CUJT IBITasiCh TOBOPUTH HEUTpasibHO. OTHAKO
B TOJIOCE 3BEHEJNO pa3[pakeHne, KOTOpoe MHE TaK U He YJaJIoCh oracuThb. MiMrieparop, Kak HY yIu-
BUTEJILHO, HE pa303Jiics. B KOTOpHIii pa3 yxke 32 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OH JEMOHCTPUPOBAIT YAUBUTEIIb-
HOE CIIOKOCTBUE.

[Noxas rieyaMu ¥ JIMIIb XUTPO YCMEXHYJICS:

— Wnn. Ditzepxany CpoYHO HykeH Hae3qHUK. [1o9ToMy yke BeuepoM s coueTaio Bac Opakom
¢ AgHoi. Ha tex ycnoBusix, 4to Mbl oroBapuBasii. Tsl cBoOoneH, TapiaH.

Sl BBICKOUMII U3 cepeOpsiHOM 3aJIbl, CJIOBHO MHE BCJIE JIETEJIO ApaKkoHbe TiaMsi. Bech Ha amo-
IIUSIX, BECh HA HEPBax.

MertHyscsi BHU3, BOH U3 ABOpLA!

Boxe! Kak e oHa MeHs BbIBesa U3 ceOsi!

Uro Bo3oMHMIIA O cebe 3Ta 3apaza! U mouemy nake ceituac, KOraa st COBCEM HE XOUy O Hei
JIyMaTb, sl BCE PaBHO AyMalo TOJIbKO Heit?!

O neii! Tonbko o Heid!
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I'maBa 2

—Bort Tb1 onsTh cOMITa MeHs ¢ TONIKY ! V1 s POy cTUII HY KHBII HaM IMOBOPOT! — BOpYaJl HA MaHep
craporo aeaa CinaBuK.

Bort uTo MeHs Beerzia B HeM 0eCHJIo, TaK 3TO TO, YTO MY HEM3MEHHO Ha3Hayal MEHs1 BUHOBA-
TOM, €CJIM caM oImrodacs 3a pyJeM Ha Jopore.

«Tbl BUHOBATa, YTO MBI HE YCIIENIN MpoexaTh», «/3-3a TBOel OONTOBHU 51 HE TyJa MOBEPHYI»,
«M3-3a TeOs MBI e/1Ba He MOoMNav B aBapHio». « Tbl MHE 3aroponsia rolloBoil OKHO, U 51 HENPaBUJIbHO
MpUNapKOBaJICS |»

10 OblTa pupMeHHas crparerust CnaBuka. OH He BUHOBAT — BCE 9TO s ¥ JIMIIb OJHA 5.

Sl crucHyna 3yObl M mpoMoTyaa.

OpHaxo B 3Ty caMyl0 MUHYTY BHE3AITHO I€pe] HAMU BbIPOCIIa MPOMNACThb, U MBI ITOJIETENIN BHU3
CO Bceli CKOpoCcTH. Mup KpyTaHyJICsl BOKPYT CTpaHHBIM 00pa3oM. ToJIbKO 4To MBI Majaiy B Oe3/1Hy,
a 3aTeM Pe3KO B3JIETESIM HABEPX U... BOH3IIKCh B KAKOK-TO CTPaHHBIN 00beKT. UTO-TO Bposie GeTOH-
HOU TUIUTBI.

MaimHa Bomuia B Hee CIIOBHO HOXK B MAcjo U 3aMepiia, OyATO BMOPOKEHHasI.

4l ornsapIBasack Mo CTOPOHAM M TIOHAYaITy Jake He MOBEepHJIa COOCTBEHHBIM IJIa3aM.

Hac okpyxain cepeOpsiHblii 321 1Bopua. MiMenHo 1Bopiia, He MHave!

CepeOpucThie CTEHBI, 3eIeHbIe OapXaTHBIE TOPThEPBI, IITOPHI C TSKEIBIMH 30JI0TUCTHIMHU I1IETe-
HBIMM BEPEBKAMU U MAaCCUBHBIMU KMCTOYKaMH Ha HUX. [IapKeT cO CI0:KHBIM U3SLIHBIM OPHAMEHTOM.
IIpruem OH OIHOBPEMEHHO MOXOAWJI M HA KAMEHHBIM, U Ha IEPEBSHHBIN — 51 HUKAK HE MOIJIA OIpe-
aenuTthbes. JIIocTpa ¢ MHOKECTBOM XPYyCTasIbHBIX I1adoHOB. [Ipnyem, cBETUIMCH HA HEN HE TOJILKO
JIAMITOYKH, HO M CaMM ITPO3payHbIe NTOABECKHU.

BricoueHHBIE CBOIBI M KapTUHBI HA MOTONKE. JlamMbl M KaBaJepbl TaM CUJEIM Ha MUKHUKAX,
YMHHO TaHLIEBAJIA CTAPUHHBIE TaHLIBI.

Bokpyr Hac Obutn Takue ke Jambl U KaBajiepbl. [IprBopHbIe, HACKOIBKO s IOHMMAJIA.

Bce xpannmm rpo6oBoe momuanue. Kak Oynro i HUX Hallle TOSIBIEHHE CTaJIO0 TAKUM Ke
LIOKOM M HEOKMJIAHHOCTBIO, KaK M U1 Hac.

Ha Hac maseny Kak Ha HEYTO HEBUJAHHOE.

OnHako He MPUOIMKAIMCH U HE 3arOBApUBAIH.

Mot CnaBuK NEpBBIM BbIJIE3 U3 MalIMHBL [IpryeM Tak, 4To MeXy MHOU C CBIHOM U MYyXeM
OKa3aJICsl “<BMOPOKEHHBIH B TIOJI» aBTOMOOHJIb.

Bce BBIIIAAEN0 KAKMM-TO HEHACTOSIIUM U OJHOBPEMEHHO YK CIMIIKOM peasbHbIM. Y MEHS
IIOYEMY-TO HU €JIHOUW MBICJIM HE BO3HUKJIO, YTO 3TO IVIIOKH, BUIEHHUS WM €LIE UTO. ..

CexyHpl 1 MUHYTBI ITIPOJIETAJIM MUMO YETKUM, PE3KUM U OIHO3HAYHBIM OCO3HAHUEM OKpYXKe-
HUsA. C KaxJbIM MTHOBEHHEM OHO Bce OoJiee SICHO U JETaJIbHO IIPOCTYNAJIO0 BOKPYT, JIMIIAsl BO3MOK-
HOCTHU CYMTATh ce0s1 HEHACTOAIUM, IPOCTO BUJEHUEM WU Iy PMaHOM.

Tuxoe 1ypiiaHue x)eHCKUX 000K — IMBIIIHBIX, JBOWHBIX, KaK B [JAPCKHME BpPEMEHa. . .

Penkue KopoTKue BbIIOXH MYKUMH, KOTOPbIE CTOJIOEHENH, BBITSHYBIIUCH 110 CTPYHKE. . .

TukaHbe 4acoB: TAK-TaK-TaK... TUK-TUK-THK. ..

MepHoe abIXxaHue OXPaHHUKOB, YTO CTOSUIY IO CTOPOHAM OT IBEPU: HETIOBUKHBIE KaK OJIOBSH-
HBIE COJIJATUKY B OJHOBPEMEHHO NIPUYYUVIMBOU U KpaCUBOU (pOpMeE o[, PyCCKYIO cTapuHy. B TeMHO-
CHHUX KaM30JIaX, PACIIUTBIX 30JI0TBIMA HUTAMMU C PYyKbSIMU U, BUIUMO, IIIIAraMU B HOKHAX.

Jlanekue maru: NoCTyKMBaHUe KEHCKMX KaOy4KOB, TBEpAasl MyKCKasl IOCTYITb, TOPOIIMBBIE
MPOOEKKH. . .

Kakue-T1o pa3roBopbl, TOXe JOHOCAIIUECS U3JAJIEKA.

Bce c10BHO 3amMepIIo B 0KUIQHUU YETO-TO. ..

A 3ateM B 3ajie, KaXeTcs, MOABUJIICS TOT, KOr'O BCE TaK JKAAJIM: MOTYATIUBO U ITIOYTEHHO.
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Sl Tak MOHSIa — MECTHBIN IPABUTENb.

OH BHIIVISAZIENT KPACUBBIM, MOMKAphIM, Ha BUI JIET COpPOKAa C HEOOJBbIIMM. YepHOBOJIOCHIH,
C JIETKOM IIETUHOM, YTO MpUJaBaja ero CypoBOMY, HEMHOIO XMIIHOMY JIAIY 9[AKYI0 HAMEPEHHYIO
HeOpekHOCTh. OpieBaJiCsi OH B O€JbIi CIOPTYK C 30JI0TBIMU 3TOJIETAMH, KaK BeKe B JEBATHAIIATOM
Ha Pycu 1 Opioku npuMepHO U3 TOH Ke SMOXH.

Bricokue koxkaHble carory JIOMOMHSIIA 00pa3 BEIMYECTBEHHOTO MPABUTES. . .

Nmmnepatop 3aHs171 0OMTHIN 6apXxaToM TPOH CO CIIMHKOM, YKPAIIeHHON N300pakeHU MU JPaKo-
HOB, KOTOpPbIE TO CHJEJIH, TO B3JIeTalI. MeTainyeckue siepbl ObUTH CIeIaHbl C IOBEJTMPHOM IeTallb-
HOCTBI0. BritoTh 0 yemyek. M1 cMoTpenu Ha OKpYKAOHMX M3YMPYIHBIMUA, PyOMHOBBIMHU M Call-
dupoBbME Tr1a3aMu. §1 moueMy-To OblTa YBEpeHa, UYTO 9TO HACTOSIIME JparolieHHble KAMHH, a He
CTEKJISILIKH.

[lepBbiil IOK NOCTENEHHO CXOAWJI Ha HET. Sl moyemy-To MOHMMAaJa, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. XOTs
He nopkHa Obl. Hy Tak, mo ujee.

Sl ouyTunace B ajbTepHATMBHOM peaibHOCTU. B mmmepartopckoit Poccun Beka mpumepHO
aessiTHaauaroro. I1pu sToM pa3BuTHE HAYKUM M TEXHUKH TYT MOYTH JJOTOHSJIO HAIlle, COBPEMEHHOE.

Cyn4 1o vy My’ka — OH IIOYeMY-TO TOXKeE BCe MOHUMAIT U «OL¢pOBbIBaI». Kak U CbIH, KOTO-
Ppblil 03Upajics U BpeMEHAMU U3/1aBajl YAUBJICHHBIE 3BYKH.

CJOBHO B TOJIOBBI HAM, KaK B KOMIIBIOTEPBI, 3aTrpyKauch HEOOXOIUMbIE (DaiiIbl.

— JTo6po noxanoBars! — GapXaTHCTHINA, MPUATHBIA Oac UMIIEpaToOpa pa3Heccs Mo BCeMy 3aiy.
[IpuaBOpHBIE BHITAHY/IMCH IO CTPYHKE. Sl MOgHsJIA [Ia3a Ha IPaBUTENI.

— Yto mbl TyT Aenaem? Ilouemy s He yAMBIISIOCHh U JJa)ke 3HAIO, [I€ HAXOXYChb? — CIpOCHIa
s1 TUXO M HacTOpokeHHO. ClaBUK KUBHYJI, a MaTBeil B3su1 MeHs 3a pyKy. Teras Jiajomika chiHa —
BCE €lIe MO-MaJbUMIIECKd MArKas, HO YK€ pa3MepoM ¢ MO0, OYEHb MOJIepkHBajia U IpuaaBaja
YBEPEHHOCTH.

— He Goiitech. Bbl 107KHBI 3/1€Ch BCe TOHUMATh. DTO ajibTepHaTUBHAS Baiei Poccus. 4 ummne-
parop Hukonait-Anmn. [Totomok nuHactum Bonrap-Pomanossix. Korna-to maBHo Oynrapckue XaHbl
JOTOBOPUJIMCH IPABUTh BMECTE C MPOCIIAaBIEHHON pyccKoy quHactueil. OHM 1any ey BJIacTb Haj ipa-
KOHaMH, OHa MO3BOJIJIA PA3Je/IUTh BJIACTh Haj cTpaHoi. C TeX Mmop 3TO HE MEHSETCS] MHOTO CTOJIe-
tuil. Bac, AsHa, npusBas DiizepxaH... MOTOMY YTO Ballla KPOBb KaK-TO CBSI3aHAa C KPOBBIO HAIIIETO
JPEBHETO PojJia U C MEHTAJILHBIM IOJIEM 3TOrO fLIepa. ..

— D-9-3... Bol myture? Her, 1 HanonoBuHy TaTtapka M HalOJIOBUHY pycCKasl, HO KUBY-TO f
B JIpyrom mupe!

— HexkoTopple 13 HaImx ApakoHOB CIIOCOOHBI IPOHUKATH CKBO3b IMTPOCTPAHCTBO U BpeMsi. Bep-
Hee, 3TO Bcerja cuutaiocs Jierenaou. Ho, BuanMo, Bce-Taku nmpasja.

— To ecTb BBl HAMeKaeTe Ha TO, YTO KTO-TO U3 MOUX IPEJKOB. . .

— Ja! Y3 Haiiero poga u rnpaBwj OJHUM U3 APAKOHOB, BPOjIe MOTYUYero Di3epxaHa.

— Ho 3auem npakon meHs croa Beitanui? Hac! — s orsiHysiach Ha cemblo.

— AgHa...

— Mens 30ByT Ouibra!

— D70 Ballle UMs B HaIllleM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

— C yvero Bwl B35 ? [IpocTute, Balie BeIUYeCTBO. .. 51 He XoTena Bectu ce0s aep3ko. .. [po-
CTO... 51 HE IPUBBIKJIA. ..

— Huuero, co BpemeHeM HayuuTech U STUKETY 1 MHOTOMY ApPYromy. A TOKa 51 1al0 BaM paspe-
IIIeHUe He CIAePKUBATHCS M 00MAThCs CBOOOTHO. MHE MEHTAJIbHO coo0mmI 000 Bcem Typanr. Mo
JPaKoH, C KOTOPbIM $ CBsI3aH MHOTo crosetuil. Korma cranere oOmarscsi ¢ Di3epXaHoM, CMOXETe
Y CaMU JIETAJIbHO BCE BBISICHUTD.

— Korpa. .. [Torogure! Bol XoTHTE CKa3arh, 4YTO HAM MPUIETCS OCTATHCS 3AECh KUTh?

— Ha. D1o Bai nonr. Y DitzepxaHa yxe TP CTOJIEThsl HET BCaHUKA. ECI BbI OTKaxeTech, ero
npueTcs: youTb.
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He 3nato mouemy — HO cepaiie O0JIe3HEHHO CKaJIOCh M MHE TOTYAC KO 3aXOTEIOCh OCTaThCS.

51 BHOBB MOJHSAJA [V1a3a HA TIPABUTEJIS.

— Hy BoI ke obecrieunte Hac? 51 ¢ ceMbeid, eciiu 4To.

Bwmecrto oTBeTa mmneparop cienal KOPOTKUM KECT U OAWH U3 NPUABOPHBIX PBaHyJ Kyda-TO
U3 3aJIbl.

Kakoe-To BpeMs1 Mbl onsITh kJaiu 4ero-ro. CHoBa MoJT4a M CHOBA B KAKOM-TO IJIyXOM Harpsi-
)eHuu. [IpruaBOpHBIE M3peIKa TUXO NepenienThiBaauch. CTPaKHUKU B CHHUX MYHAMPAX, MOXOKUX
Ha Te, YTO s BUJEJIa B UCTOPUYECKUX CIIPAaBOYHMKAX MO Lapckoil Poccuu, CTosiv 1o CTpyHKe U He
LIEBEJTUJINCH.

— MBm1 koro-To xaeM? — cupocuia s, HaKOHeLl.

— Ha. U ceituac oH npujer.

Bce cHOBa 3amMepiH, TOJIBKO UMIIEpaTop cesiall 3HaK OAHOMY U3 IPUABOPHBIX U TOT BPYUYHJI EMY
Kakue-To Oymaru. [TpaButess mpoOeskascs Mo HUM B3IJISI0M Y IIPUHSLICS TOANMCHIBATD, TIOTJISIAbIBASI
TO Ha MeHsl, To Ha CiaBuka. O4eHb CTPaHHO, C KAKMM-TO 3HaYeHueM, OyaTo ¢ HamekoM. [Ipunsop-
HBIM TIPOTSIHYJ LIAPI0 UBAIIHYIO MIKATYJIKY M3 KaKOro-TO KPAacHOTO KaMHs ¢ OeIbIMU MPOKHIIKAMU
U I0BEJIMPHO CAEIaHHBIM APAKOHYMKOM Ha KpbllIKe. MIMriepaTtop OTKpbUI, JOCTAN eYaTh U TUCHYII €€
Ha KaX bl TUCT. BymMaru BepHy/IMCh K IPUABOPHOMY, TOT OTCTYIIMJI U OCTAHOBUJICS CIIpaBa OT TPOHA.

A yXe cIycTss MUHYTY B JIBEPSIX 3aCTbLJI OUE€PEJHOI MHTEPECHBIN MYKCKOM NEPCOHAK.

Bproner nim mared. Yactb ero Bosoc ObUIM YepHbIE, YacTh ke — KalllTaHOBbIe, OYATO BBITO-
peBILIME HA SPKOM COJHLE. Beirisaaen myxunHa BecbMa KOJIOPUTHO. MyKuMHA WM IOHOWIA... ]
HE MOHMMaJIa. Y Hero MpakTHYeCKH He ObLJI0 MOPIIFH, OAHAKO JIMILIO U B3IJIs BBIIABAJIM HE MaJlb-
YMKa, HO MYyXa, €CJIM MOKHO TaK BbIPa3UTHCA. . .

OH ObUT KPYIHBIM, MOAXKAPHIM U CIOKEHHBIM OYeHb FAPMOHUYHO: MOIIHBII pa3BOPOT ILIeY
codeTascs ¢ y3KuMH OelpaMu U MYCKYJIUCTBIMH Horamuy. Hesnakomerr 00i1aaan MpOH3UTEIbHBIM
B3[JIS1IOM SIPKO-3€JIEHBIX [JIa3 U HEYJIOBUMO HAllOMUHAJ UMIlepaTopa. Te ke pe3KoBaTbhle, KpacuBbIe,
HEMHOT'O XUIIIHbIE YePThl, UCCHHSI-YepHbIE OPOBH 1 JOBOJILHO CBETJIas KOXka, CJIOBHO B MyKYMHE CMe-
1aJI0Ch CPa3y HECKOJIBKO pac M OT BHEIIIHOCTH Ka/10M OH B3$1J1 TOJIBKO JIy4llee. Pa3Be uro y npaBu-
TeJIs M1a3a ObLIM SIPKO-TOMyOble, M KOXka Ka3aiach elie HEMHOTO CBeTJIee.

Opesx/1a BOIIEAIIEro HECKOJIbKO BHIOMBAIACH CPEN HAPSIOB OKPYKAIOIIMX HAC TIPUIBOPHBIX,
KaK BBIOMBAJICS OBl YepHBI JieOeb cpey naBivHOB. YepHas pyOariika, YepHbie ke OpIoKH, Bpojie
LIEJIKOBBIE, HO 51 HE yBepeHa. M yronpHbli KadTaH C 30I0TUCTBIMU ITyTOBULIAMM.

BHauane He3HakoMell yCTaBWICSI Ha MalIMHY, KoTopas 3d¢eKkTHo Topyasia u3 noia. da-a-a!
Mumo notoOHOro HUKOT/Ia He TIPOUIETITh !

3areM OKOCUJICS Ha UMIIEPATOPa, IOKJIOHUIICS MY U BOLLeJ. A IOTOM HEOKUIAHHO BIEPUJICS
B MeHs. He cBozs B3mis1a, He cMapruBasi ¥ MoJTva.

A noToMm... notoMm. .. Bee BApYr Tak 3aBEpTeoch, YTO 51 TOJIBKO U yCIeBaJla UTO PearupoBarh.

Nmmnepatop Ha roayOoM riia3dy cooOmi, YTo s He U3 ceMbd Bonrap-PoMaHOBBIX, M, YTOOBI
YIIPaBJIATh IPAKOHOM, JOJIKHA BBIATH 3aMyk. [Ipruem, IMEHHO 3a ero crapIiero ChiHa.

Toro camoro He3HakoMIIa B YepHOM — TapaHa.

S BosmyTtunack. Myx Bo3MyTHiICsl. MaTBell IPUTHX M UCITYTaHHO MPHKAJICS KO MHE.

N TyT... CiaBUK OT MEHS OTKa3aJICs.

OH npoaan MeHs 3a HaJiesbl U TUTYJL.

He npunomuio, 40081 MHE KOTAa-Ti00 OBUTO Tak cThIHO ! He mpumnomHio, YT00k!, B TPUHITHIIE,
UCIIBIThIBAJIA HEUTO TMOJOOHOE: SIPOCTh, OOUY, 3710CTh U MHOXECTBO JAPYTHX YyBCTB BIIEPEMEIIIKY.
MeHst GyKBJIBHO Pa3phIBAJIO HA YaCTH.

A XyXke BCero To, 4To My’ MEHs IIpoJaJl U MpeJal Ha I1a3ax y AecATKOB npuABOpHbIX! OHu
BCE YCTaBIJIMCh, CMAKOBAJIM JICTAJIH, U SIBHO COOUPAJIMCH MEPETUPaTh UX B KyJIyapax ABOPIA.

®y! Boxe! Kak Mep3Ko U cTbIIHO!

Mens ax nepeaepHyJIo OT THeBa U OTBpallieHus. BynTo BCTynuia B TO caMoe, HEOKUIAHHO. . .
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SMolUK AYIIWIN, JaBUIM HA TUIeYr OETOHHBIMHU Iibi0aMu. MHe Ge3yMHO XOTeNIOCh pa3phl-
JaThCsl B TOJIOC.

OpHaxo § nocrapanach BBIIPSIMUTB CIIMHY U C/ieNaja BUJ, YTO NEPEKUBY BCE CIIOKOMHO.

Kak HM nopasutesbHO, HO TOT (hakT, YTO sl BOOOIIE-TO B IIapckoi Poccuu, BOKpyr MeHs pu-
JBOPHBIE, UMIIEPATOP, MEHS MBITAIOTCS BBIAATH 3aMY:K 3a KHSKMYA, a TYT €lle APAKOHBI U ITpoYee. . .
MEeHsI COBEpILIEHHO He MOoTpsicasl. 3aT0 MOCTYMOK CYNpyra, ¢ KOTOPbIM IMPOXKHJIA MHOTO JIeT, OyK-
BaJIbHO BBIOWJI ITOYBY M3-TIO HOT, OIIAPAIITHIT. . .

B Harmeii 1o1roi cynpykeckoi )KU3HI UMEHHO 1 cofepikaia cemblo. FiIMeHHo s 3apadarbiBasia
oonbine, kopmuia CrnaBuka, oneBasia... Mbl KIUIM B MoeM, B MoeM jome! KyrieHHoM Ha MHOIo
3apaOOTaHHBIE JIHBIU !

CnaBuK pa3Be 4TO MUJUTUMETPBI MOT IIPHOOPECTH TaM Ha COOCTBEHHBIE CPE/ICTBA!

My, mpaBaa, Bcerjaa MmoMoraj 3aHUMAaThCsi peOEHKOM M C CBIHOM Yy HUX OBUIM MPEKpacHbIe
oTHomeHus. .. ClIaBUK HUKOI/IA He YypaJicsl IOMaIlTHe! padoThl, €CIIM Y MEHsI COBCEM HE OCTaBaJIoCh
Ha Hee BPEMEHHU.

U, tem He menee! Pa3Be 51 He Moryia HaiiTu ceOe Myka Oorade, MepCrieKTUBHEN M Jake KpacH-
Bei? My KUMHBI 3aIJIs1IbIBAIMCh HA MEHS JJO CUX TIOp. ..

B a1y MUHYTY 51 BOPYT yBUJETAa CBOE OTPAKEHUE B JAJIbHEM 3€pKaJjie, BUCEBILIEM Ha CTEHE 3aJ1a.

... ciuerka odomuiena, onemmia. MHe tam ObUIO JIET ABaALATh ¢ KorenkaMu. Bogocs! craimm
(br0IeTOBO-JIMIIOBBIMH, TIPUYEM, pa3a B JjBa Iryiie rpexHero. Purypka — ere 6osee coOnazHUTENb-
HOW, YeM paHbllie. § mokayasa rojaoBoi U nokocuiach Ha CiaBuKa. Y HEro Toxe ceivHa CTpeMU-
TEJIbHO OK PaIlIMBaJIaCh, MOPIIMHBI PA3IIaKMBAIUCh, )KUBOT YMEHbIIAJICS. B 00111eM, MyK Tak:ke cTa
BBIIVISIAETD JIYUIllE U MOJIOXKE.

S Ty6GoKO B3JOXHYIIA.

Kozen! Kak u Bce Mmyxuku! Hukoro Oosbliiie He MOAIYITY K CBOEMY POCKOIITHOMY Tely !

U Tyt nMriepatop — Hy MpsIMO B caMoe BPeMsI — OMSTh 3aBeJI CBOIO TUIACTHHKY PO Opak.

Koneuno ke, 51 cpa3y Benbuiniia! K ToMy ke, OTKyJa HU BO3bMUCH, IIpuJieTesa nHgopmanus,
yto TapriaH — 6a0HMK, KakuX elnle nmouckarsb! Ero skeHIIMH 1o najabliaM pyK-HOT He IepecuuTarh!

Bort criacr6o-to! OnuH MeHs Tpofat, Apyrou OyeT ryJisaTh, He epectaBast!

Bcio xu3Hb MeuTana o mogoOHbIX 3aMyKecTBax !

IToxoxe, MeHs clierka NepekIMHUIO, a TYT €lIe U pa3pellieHre UMIlepaTopa — MOKa He 0Co-
OeHHo ceOs cnepxxuBath. Hy s u pyOanyna, uto gymaio! [Totom, KOHEUHO ke, rmoxkanena.

Bce paBHO 3TM HUYEro HE U3MEHUIIIb. . .

K Tomy e, s Tak MOHsIa — HACTEAHUK IIPECTOJIa B TAKOM K€ BOCTOPTre OT 3TOU MIeH, KakK
cama.

Ha tom mbI 1 conumcs ¢ kHsA3eM TapiaaHoMm.

OnHako 3TO JIMIIb S TaK CUATAJIA.

Tem BpemMeHeM, KHSIKUY «OTIIPOCHIICS» Y UMIIEPATOpa M PaJlOCTHO BBICKOYMJI BOH U3 3aJbl. 5
Aymaja, Mbl He YBUAUMCS IO CaMOT0 OpakoCOYeTaHHUsI.

Henanonro npaButens 3a1yMasicsi, 3amMep, MOTJIsAbIBAsI HA KAKOTO-TO MYXXUYHMHY, OAETOro Oosee
YyeM cTpaHHO. Bo 4To-To Bpoae KOCTioMa JKOKesl, TOJIbKO Oojiee JOpPOroro v, BUAUMO, 3aMiiieBoro. OH
BBITJISIIEIT JOBOJILHO-TAKH 3peJibIM, HO Ha3BaTh €r0 CTAPhIM HE MOBOPAYMBAJICS SI3bIK. MyK4nHA ObLT
OYeHb KPEMKUM, POCIIbIM M Aaxe KopeHacThiM. HeB3upasi Ha MOPIIMHBI Ha OJ1aropoiHOM 3aropesiom
JIMLIE, OH Ka3aJics ellle BIIOJIHE MOJIOABIM. BripoueMm. .. eciu OH TOxe capkal. ..

— YT0 THI XOUelIb cKa3aTh MHe, Bnaaumup? — yrounun naps Hukonaii.

— Bame BenmmyecTBO, IO3BOMIO ceOe YTOUHUTh. Bel cruikom paHo otmyctu Taprnana. OH —
BcasiHUK Koxrana — BToporo camoro CujbHOIO JpakoHa BO Beel ctae. IMeHHO OH J0JIKeH npejcTa-
BUTb Dii3epXxaHy ero BCaJHUILy U CBecTH UX. He BbI ke cTaHeTe TaKMM 3aHUMAThCA. .. TO ObUIO ObI
YK€ CJIUILKOM. ..
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OH sIBHO HaMeKaJ Ha TO, YTO UMIIEPATOP U TaK MO3BOJIMII HAM CJIMILIKOM YK MHOT'O BOJIBHOCTEN.
S1 GbUIa ¢ 3TMIM COBepIIIEHHO coriacHa. [IpocTo moka He ymena ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBath. Jla U amornmu
B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT 3aXJIECTHYJIU: 51 TOBOPWJIA PaHbIIE, YeM JiyMasla, He OIVIAbIBAasCh Ha 3BaHUS
u ynHbl. CraBa Oory, npaBuTeNb aTbTepPHATUBHOM Poccuy okazasicsi BIONHE aJeKBaTHBIM U pa3yM-
HbIM. He TonbKo Tymait 00 3THKeTe, HO M IOHUMAJI, YTO K YeMy, B caMoM Jeje. Uto s He codupanach
HaMepeHHO rpyouTh. OJJHAKO C HEMPUBHIUKY U HA HEPBAX IMOKA MPOCTO HE MOTJIa BHIPAKATHCS MHAYE.

— Ja. { nocnemmt OTyCTUTh ChbIHA, — COIVIACHO KMBHYJ Hukonail-AnmH.

Brpyr cpenan pykoil KOpOTKME M Pe3KHMI 3HAK — U TOT K€ CAMBIN MPHUIBOPHBIN, UTO Oerai
3a KHSKMYEM, pBaHyJ U3 3aJibl M BepHYJIcs ¢ TapiaHoM.

— Ha, oren? — yAMBIEHHO COPOCUI TOT, C JIETKUM NBIXTEHUEM IepeBois AyX. Buaumo, ero
3/I0pPOBO TOPOIWJIH.

— Tsl celiuac mpoBoaUIL ASIHY B €€ IIOKOH U ITOKaXkeIlb KOMHATHI ee chiHa. O0s13aTebHO Ipel-
CTaBMILIb JINYHYI0 TOPHUYHYIO U T'YBEPHAHTOK ISl MAJIEHBKOTO KHS)KUYA. 3€JIEHOE KPBLIO BBIIEISIO
g Hux. Kak pa3 psaom ¢ TBoum, cMHUM. [I0TOM ThI 10JKEH MO3HAKOMUTH ASIHY ¢ DU3€pXaHOM.
A BeuepoM coCTOUTCs Ballle OpakocoueTaHre 1 0ajl B €ro 4ecTb. $1 0Taam Bce HyKHbIe pacropsike-
HUs. TBOs 33/1a4a — MOCENIUTh TOCTHIO, TIOPYYHUTh €€ ChIHAa TYBEPHAHTKAM U TOCKOpee 00paoBaTh
Diizepxana. [lymaio, OH B OOJIBIIIOM HETePIIEHUH. . .

51 obpeuenHo mokocwiack Ha Tapnana. ToT oTBeTHN B3MIAIOM He Xyke. OIHAKO MOAOIIEI,
MOKJIOHWJICS Y TIPE/IJIOKUII MHE CBOIO PYKY. §1 He 3Haza — Kak cieiyeT JercrBoBarhb. [loatomy B3siia
KHSDKMAYa 0] JIOKOTb, HE BbIITyCKas JIaJomKku Marses.

— A xTO Oyner yuuth AsiHy JIeTaTh Ha ApakoHe? — BAPYT yTouHWI TapiaH y uMmeparopa.

— Hdymato, Anekcanap, TBOW MJIa I OpaT. YBepeH, OH C STUM OTJIMYHO CripaBUTCs. S Heme -
JIEHHO BBI3OBY €r0 K cede U MmogpoOHO OOBACHIO, UTO Ja KaK.

Tapnan HaxMypuJICs, ITOKayaJl ToJI0BOM, HO CKa3aJl TOJIBKO:

— [la, Baiie UMIepaTopcKoe BeINYECTBO.

[TokyioHMICA 1 ABUHYJICS BMECTE C HAMU K JIBEPSIM.

Sl Tak 1 He MOHsIa — OH 0OPaJOBAJICS WM PACCTPOMIICS OTTOTO, YTO HE HYKHO YUUTh MEHS
Jeratb Ha ApakoHe. Pemwia He yToyHATh. CKIIAABIBAJIOCH OIIYLIEHUE, YTO MPUSATHOIO JUaora
BCE PaBHO HE MPEABUAUTCS, U JAJIbIIIE 51 B 9TOM OKOHYATEIbHO YOeauIach.
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I'nmaBa 3

AsaHa

Tapnan Bes1 MeHsA YMHHO U cTrenieHHO. CIIyrM KJIaHSUIUCh, U S ycIella 3aMETUTh, YTO BCE OHU
OBUTN OZIETHI MPUOM3UTEIIBHO TaK, KaK M MPeCTaBIIseIb, lyMasi O YeNIsI 1 MMIIepaTOPCKOrO 3aMKa.
Pacimteie 3010TOM KamM3051bl IOBEPX pyOalliek ¢ KpyKeBHBIMU MaHKeTaMU M BOPOTHUKAMH Y JIaKEeB.
CBobOonHble TeMHbIE OpIoKH 1 Ty, PazBe uTo He OBLIO 9THX YyJIOK MJIM KaK OHM TaM Ha3bIBaJIMCh,
HAJIETHIX HA KOPOTKUE PEUTY3bl. JIMUHO MEHS 3TO TOJIBKO MOpafoBaio. Teprners He MOry 3Ty €Bpo-
MEVCKYI0 MOy, KOTIa MYKYHAHBI HOCAT KEHCKHUE BEILU. 3/1€Ch K€ MYKYHMHBI BHIIVIAAEIA MYKYAHAMM,
a JKEHIMHBI — XEHIIMHAMHU U 3TO MEHSA PafoBaJIo.

[lopHruHBbIE — BCe KaK OfiHa — ObUIM B CBETJIBIX TUIAThSIX U (hapTyKax.

Ha mens crapanuce He oyeHb rasets. Ho B cliuHy SIBHO BNIMBasIMCh B3MIAABL. TapinaH Kocuiics
elBa-eBa. XOTsA MHOIIA, KOIJla €My YyAUJIOCh, YTO S OYEHD 3aHATA OKPYKEHUEM, KHSKAY paccMar-
pUBaJI C KyJa OOJbIINM BHUMAaHHEM.

JIBope1 0TYacTH HalIOMUHAJ TO, YTO S HAOMIOAJIa B UCTOPHUYECKMX X POHUKAX M OAHOBPEMEHHO
s 9eTKO BUea pasHuLy. [llupokne MpaMOpHBbIE JIECTHULIBI, BICOKUE MIOTOJIKH, TOPTPETHI LIAPCTBEH-
HBIX 0COO Ha BCEX CTEHaXx... TsKesIble MOPThephl, pa3Hble TaM CTOJIMKH Ui KapT. ..

OnHako B MMIEPATOPCKOM JBOPLE TO U €0 MOSABISIIMCH JIEMEHThI, OyATO BbIApPaHHBIE
U3 ropaszio 6osee COBPEMEHHBIX STIOX.

Hanpumep, namrouku, Bpoae Obl He EKTPHUYECKUE, HO HEUTO MOJI00HOE, a He CBEYH, KaK
Moryia oxkuaars. CeeTaimecs MogBECKU Ha JIIOCTPaXx.

S 3amerwmiia, YTO CIIyI'M BpEMEHAMU UCIIOJIb3YIOT HEUTO BPOZAE ICKAIATOPOB, PACHIONIOKEHHBIX
Ha 0oJiee y3KMX KOCOypax, HeXkeJ y JIECTHUL], KOTOPbIMU Mbl Iy TEIIECTBOBAJIH.

MBI npolIIM MHOTO CKBO3HBIX 3aJI0B, OTKY[A B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI BEJIW KOPUAOPHI B MOKOU
Y MMHOBaJIM OfuH repexol. OH Toke Ka3alics 30AKMM COBPEMEHHBIM aKCECCyapOM CTapMHHOTO
3aMKa.

[Tonynpo3payHblid, U3 Kakoro-To mMarepuaja, IMOJO3PUTENIbHO CMaxXWBAIOIIET0 Ha IUIACTHK.
XoTs Kakoy IUIacTUK B napckon Poccum neearHaanaroro Beka?! Mmm Tyt gpyrou Bek?

4 cobupanace cripaButbest y Tapnana. [loBepHynaach K HeMy, pOT IPHOTKPbBUIA, HO KHSKAY
CKOPYMJI TAKYI0 HEIOBOJIbHYIO MUHY, UTO s Pellia — a, 0or ¢ HUM, He cpouHo. Cripoly y ApakoHa
WJIA KOTO-TO €LIE.

— 4 Bac ciymaro, — npousHec Bapyr Tapnias.

— 51 ayero He coOMpaiach BaM TOBOPHTH! — maprpoBaa .

— Hy, xoHe-euHo xe! Bbl orisiienmch, yauBIIICh, TOBEPHYIMCH KO MHE, HO HE [IsI TOTO, YTOOBI
0 yeM-To cripocuts! [Tpocto Tak ! VickmountensHo, 4ToObI pa3MsITh IIelo ! — HanpshKeHUE B €ro Tosoce
HapacTaJio ¥ MHE BCE MEHBIIIE XOTEIOCh MPOAOIKUTh Oecesy.

— Xoporto! {1 cobupainack, HO epegymaa.

— Ilouemy? — ¢ ouepeIHBIM BBI30OBOM YTOUHMII TapiaH.

— MHe He HpaBHTCS Ballle OTHOLIEHHE U oOparieHue!

— AX, BaM wmoe oTHOLIEHHE He HpaBuTca?! Moe?! — OH NIPAMO BCIIBUIWII, aX CIyTHM HadaJn
Ha Hac y/IMBJICHHO OIJIS/IBIBAThCS. BripoueM, KHSKMUY, KakeTcsl, ObUIO IJIeBaTh.

— Bamre npaBo Bect ceds Kak IOeJaeTe, Ballle BHICOYECTBO! — MOMbITAJIACh 1 OTOPUTHCS
OT HENPUATHOTO Auasora. Marsem 3aTHX U TOJIBKO CKUMAJ MOIO PYKY.

TapiyaH Kak-TO HEMPUATHO YCMEXHYJICS.

21



. Candmp. «Pa3Bom, gpakoH U KHsI3b B IPUIATY»

— 51 cMOTpIO THI Takasi JIOSUTbHASI, MUJIAs, IaXKe odapoBartesibHas. .. Hy mpocTo aHres Bo IJIOTH,
na v Tonbko! YTo ke Toraa Myx cOekalt oT Tedsl, e/1Ba TOJIBKO BbIAaach Takast BO3MOKHOCTB? !

1 ax mpuTopMO31IIa BO3JIEe IBEpel B OUepe/IHbIe TIOKOH, U, KaXeTcsl, BoBpeMs1. K Ham puHyJIuCh
JIaKkeu, CTyKaHkH, a TapiaH ObICTPO TIPEICTABUI:

— D70 TBOA JIMYHAs TOPHUYHAS, AHHA. A 3T0 — ryBepHaHTKu: ['yabHapa u Jleiican.

CaemnoBoJIOCast IEBYIIIKA C BBICOKOH MPUYECKOU MOKJIOHWIACh MHE, a CJIEIOM — U [IBE APYyTUe —
IIIaTeHKa U OpIOHETKAa BOCTOYHOTO BHjIa. [ OpHUYHAs HOCHIIA 3eJIeHOe TUIaThe, TYBEPHAHTKHU — OexKe-
BbI€ C OCJIBIMU KPYyKEeBaMHU.

S1 He 3HaNa, KaKk OTBevYaTh Ha MOKJIOHBI M IO3TOMY ITPOCTO KUBHYJIA.

— IMotom mocmoTpus nokou! Uaem! A nomkeHn no3HakoMuth Tebst ¢ Diizepxanom! — Tapnan
rpy0o MOTSIHYJI MEHSI 32 PYKY.

— 41 He Mory ocTaBHTh ChIHA 3/1ech omHOro! OH yrogun ciofa u 6e3 Toro B moke! Majo Toro,
JIMIITAJICS OTIIA. .. — BO3pa3uia sl OUeHb ropsIyo.

Tapnan Hacynwics:

— MBI ocTaBiisieM ero ¢ apcKumu ryBepHaHTKamu! Mim oHu He JOpOCH 10 BBICOKOW YecTu
BOCIIUTHIBATh TBOETO HECPAaBHEHHOTO OTIpbhIcka? Takxke Kak 5, UMIEPATOPCKUN CBhIH, HEJOCTOMH
CTaTh TBOMM CYIPYrOM B 3TOM peajbHOCTU?!

S BcTpeBOkeHHO MocMoTpesia Ha Marses.

— Maw, Bce HoOpMasibHO. Moxernb uaTh. S Tak MOoHST, TeOe OueHb BaKHO Kak MOXKHO ObIcTpee
MO3HAKOMUTHCS C IPAKOHOM.

— Bairie BpICOYECTBO, MBI PUCMOTPUM 3a BallIUM CHIHOM, JJa)k€ HE COMHEBaWTeCh, — Mojajia
rosioc ['ynmpHapa. Jleiican kuBHYyJIa.

S B3goxHyna, a Tapnan moka3an pyKoW Ha COCEIHIOI0 JIECTHUILY C TOW, OTKYAAa MbI MPUIILTA
K KOMHATaM.

S nBuHYNack Tyaa, crienus 3yOsl. [locneqHsst ero Xxamckasi perivKa Bce ele 3BeHesa B yIax
1 Oecriia MeHs ITPOCTO IO HEBO3MOKHOCTH.

«$1 cMOTpIO ThI Takast JIOsTbHASI, MIJIAsA, Jake odapoBaresibHas... Hy mpocro anren Bo 1ioTu,
na v Toibko! YTo ke Torga Myx cOexalt ot Tedsl, e1Ba TOJIBKO BhIAaach Takask BO3MOKHOCTB?!»

S Moy 1112 BHU3, TI0 BUTOM JIECTHUIIE, TIO JUTAHHOM KHIIIKE TMIepexojia ¥ CHOBA T10 JICCTHHUIIE.
Bce 310 yXe coBceM He MOXOAWIO Ha UMIEPATOPCKUM ABOpEI] AeBITHaAIaToro Beka. Ckopee yx —
Ha HEYTO JJIsI MeHsI COBPEMEHHOE.

Tapnan BApyr cripocui:

— U dero xe Tl mpomomuana? f npsmo xkaan 3Toi (heHOMeHATbHOU (ppas3bl O TOM, UTO BCE
MY KHMKH — KO3JIbl!

— Xnan? — Bckunyna st 6poBb. — Hy uto 5! MHe He cnoxHo! Bee myskuku — ko3ibl! [ToBTOpUTS?

A Janliie moyeMy-To MeHsi IoHeca0. Buayumo, smonmu npocto 3amkaiuBainu. [lonaganue,
MpeaTesIbCTBO MyKa, KOTOPOMY OT/aJIa JIydIliie TOb )KU3HH, BBI3bIBAIOIIE-TPyOOe TIOBE/ICHHE CITyT-
HuKa... Kaxercs, y MeHs caanu HepBbl. U s BeITutecHy/1a Ha TapriaHa Bce TO, YTO OYKBAJILHO KJIO-
KOTaJIO B TPYIH.

— Sl npoxuia co CraBuKoM JIBaALatTh mATh JeT! YTo Th MOXkelb 3HaTh 00 3ToM? A? §1 conep-
’Kajia ero, KOr/a ero BBIIIBLIPHY/IH ¢ padoThi! $1 Kyruia Ham oM 1 MamuHy ! S BocMThIBaIa HAIero
pebenka! S 3apabareiBana ieHpru Ha ku3Hb! 51 neunna CnaBuka B aHu snuaemun! berana, 6opHas
3a JIeKapCTBaMH. .. 3aHUMAJIach ¢ peOSHKOM, TIOKa OH JIeKa. . .

Sl nputopmo3wia, 3aMETHB HEOXHIAHHBIA M JI0 KpaWHOCTH CTpaHHbIM sxecT TapnaHa.
Kak Oyaro oH xoTes1 MeHsl MPpUOOHATD. S mpocieansia B3rISIOM 32 €ro PyKOW M ¢ BBI30BOM TTOCMOT-
peJia B IJ1asa.

Kusxny (bIpkHY 1 pacniaxHys1 ABepM... 51 yBUIena OrpOMHBIN, INIAJKUM, KaK CTEKJIO, JIyT,
T0 MEPUMETPY KOTOPOTO pacroyiaraiuch Oosplive coopyxenus. OdueHns 6oinpinue. Hy mpocto ruranT-
ckue!
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B cpaBHeHMM ¢ HUMU BOpELl UIMITEpATOpa Ka3ajcsl MPOCTO KAIKUM CITIUYEYHBIM KOPOOKOM.

Mo nyry 6pomunm xuBble gpakoHsl! Cambie HacTosIme! JKuBble qpakoHbI!

Cunue, 3eseHble, OpOH30BbIE, JTMIOBbIE. .. CaMbIX Pa3HBIX Pa3MEpPOB U MPOHOPIIHA.

HexkoTopbie ObLM BeJTMUMHOM C TOT e ABOpell. [Ipyrue — mpocTo ¢ pycCKOro TsKeIoBOo3a.

— Bon TBO# Ditzepxan! — HeorpeneneHHO TKHYI nasbiiem Tapinad. Ho s moyemy-to cpasy xe
TMIOHS1JIA, YTO peub 00 OIPOMHOM 3€JIEHOM JIpakoHe. TOT MOBEpHYJICS K HaM U 3alaral.

— BoT uau Tenepp U eMy pacckasbiBaii, Kakue Mbl, MyKMKH, BCe KO3/bl! A TO Hajoeaa CBOUM
6eckoHeYHbIM HbITbeM! [la Oosbliiast YacThb KEHIIUH HaIllel MMIIeprH YOITH Obl 32 TBOIO HBIHEIITHIOK
y4acTs!

Tapran pe3ko KpyTaHyJICs Ha MATKaX U CTPEMHUTENIBHO CKPBUICS 32 JIBEPHIO B 3aMOK.

1 ke 3armarasna K IpakoHy ¥ IOYEMY-TO MOMEHTAJIbHO YCIIOKOMIach. Bce HeraTuBHbIe SMOLIUM
Ky/1a-TO JAEBAJIMCh. A Ha AyIle CIIOBHO PO3BI LIBEJH. ..

Ito ObUTO HacTosIIee, NoTpscaloiiee BommedcTBo! Heuto Bpoze oOBU € MepBOro B3rsiaa
1 MOOBY K CBOEMY AOoMalliHeMy niutomiry. Koria u ycu-1ycu B TojoBe, ¥ XO4eTcst OOIIaThCsl OTUACTH
I10-B3pOCIIOMY.

TapraH 4To-TO elle KPUKHYJ MHE B CIIUHY, TPUOTKPBIB TSIKEYI0 METAUTNYECKYIo 1Bepb. Ho s
ero MpaKTUYEeCK! He paccibliiaia. TOIbKO MOe UMs TPUHEC MATLHOW BETep M OCKOJIOK (ppasbl: «...
©a0bl TOJIBKO U YMEIOT, YTO HOPMAJIbHO OOIIAThCS C SKUBOTHBIMHU |».

S muta k Dizepxany... U B MbIcisx 3Byvalo:

— Kak xe nonro s 1ebs xaan, BcagHumal

W Bce BO MHe OTKJIMKAJIOCh Ha 3T cioBa. Kak OyaTo s ero Toxe 10iro xaaia. 3Haja, uTo rjie-
TO TaM OH CyIlecTByeT. UyBCTBOBaAIA WM AOTaJbIBAIACh 00 3TOM. Dii3epXaH MEHs CXOIy O4apoBal.
S mpubmu3miIack K Hemy, IJauia MOpILY, OOHMMaa HACKOJIBKO MOIJIa OIPOMHYIO0 MOIIHYIO IIE0.
JlpakoH Tepcsi 0 MeHsI IIEKOW, HOCOM U OBUIO OIIyIIEHHe, YTO MBI, IBO€, OYEHb JIOJTr0 APYT Ipyra
KM Y MCKAJIM B pa3HbIX MUpPax, BpEMEHaX W MPOCTPAHCTBAX.

310 OBLIO TOAOOHO MPU3HAHMUIO B JIIOOBU. HEeuTO BO3BHIIIIEHHO-BOCXUTUTEIBHOE U HEBEPOSIT-
HOE.

370 OlIyIIeHHe — IyIIa MOeT. .. Bce BOKPYT CBETIIOE U SIPKOE. .. ¥ HET HUYETO JIIsl MeHsI HEBO3-
MOXHOTO... §I CTO JIeT HU4ero NogoOHOTO HEe UCTIBITHIBAJIA.

Eme B nercTBe, Korma Heceubesl B JOTOHSUIKH, CPeIy JETBOPHI, MOOEKJaellb U Mpbiraelib,
Y BU3XKHUIIIb OT BOCTOPra, OTOMY UTO Thl — I1apb ropsl! Briepeau Ky4a mpekpacHbIX U JOJTHX JIET, ThI
yBEpeH, UTO MPEeKPACHBIX, KaK HUKOrAa. [103a/1u TONbKO BETep U MOBEPKEHHBIE IPY3b. . .

Poaurenu BeuepoM Kpernko OOHUMYT, ¥ BBl BMECTE CSIZIETe 3a CTOJ yXKUHATD. . .

1 emmre kakoe-To BpeMs Iiaauia Di3a, Jlackasia v 00Ianach ¢ HUM, KaK C POIHBIM. . .

A 3aTeM JpakoH TeJernaTupoBa:

— Wnem. Tyt ecTb IpocTOpHBIN coceqamii yr. Tam HUKOro HeT. [orynsem u mooOmaemcs. .. 5
pacckaxy tede rpo Hai mup. Tede ke MHTepecHO, Bedb Tak? Koe-4To Thl yXe 3Haelllb, TOTOMY YTO
mMoOOW BCAJIHUK JPaKOHA MEHTAIBLHO MOJMy4YaeT OoT Hac uHgpopmarmio. Ho BOpock! Beib OCTaHCh,
He Tak ju?

— Emie ckonpko! Kyua BonpocoB! Ho BHauasie ckaxu — MOTy 51 IOBEpUTh MECTHBIM I'yBEpHAHT-
KaM CBOETO ChlHA?

— la. HUKTO M3 HUX He rmocMeeT 00UIeTh OTIPBICKA MOETo Hae3qHUKa. M 31o (hakT. A BooOIIe
['ynbHapa u Jlunus, peanbHO, OYeHb XOPOIIUe AEBYIIKH.

— Xopouo. Unem.

S mouemy-To Bepuia Di3y: CIOKONHHO, OECITPEKOCIOBHO 1 a0CcoMmoTHO. JloBepsiia Ha Bce CTO
MIPOLIEHTOB.

— A nonerets He cMOXeM? — CIIpOCHIa ¢ HaaexkIoi. Tak XOTesoch B3MBITh B HeOeca Ha Jpa-
KOHE. .. [IOHATh, MTPOUYBCTBOBATH — KAKOBO 3TO. ..
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— Bpsan mu. Tebst mokHBI 00y4InTh TeXHUKE. S1, K COXaJeHWIo, He B CHJIaX TOTO CHeNaTh.
Hyxen npyroit BcaJHUK, ONBITHBIN YEJIOBEK. . .

— Jlagno. Upem. ..

Sl 3ametria, Kak D3 METHYJI B3IJISA]] Ky/Ia-TO HABEpX U UYyTh B CTOPOHY.

He 3apymbiBasich, mocMoTpena tyaa xe. M yBuzena. .. Kak B OKHE BTOPOTo 3Taka IBOpLa UMIIe-
paropa MeJbKHYJIa 3HaKOMasl TeHb.

— Tapnan? — poraganach BHE3aIHo.

— OH campiil! Ctapimmii CbIH UMIieparopa. ..

— Cnepnun 3a Hamu? 3auem? C kakoui cratu?

I pakoH ycMeXHYJICH:

— Tol oueHb ckopo cama Bce noimeitib. [ToBepb, Tapian He Takoil, Kak KaKeTcsl ToHavay.

— To ecTb HE BHICOKOMEPHBIN U BpEIHbII1?

— Xux. TyT Thl B TOUKY Y HE MOCTIOPUILIb !

— He m10BMHHUCT, KOTOPBII KEHIIMH HE CTAaBUT HU B rpoli?

— Hy 310 TOX%€ ecTh, Kak HU KPYyTH.

— B Takom ciydae, Kakoil He Takou?

— 41 Beb cKazasl — yBUIUILb YyTh [O3%keE. A MIOKA UJIEM, MOsl MaJleHbKasl BcalHULA. S pacckaxy
TeOe MCTOPHUIO HAIIIero roCy1apCTBa. . .

— IIpo bonrap-PomanoBbix ?

— Ja.

— U kak BooO11e B Poccuu nosiBUIMCH ApakoHbI?

— HenpemenHo.

— Kakas Tyt penurusa?

— Pazymeercs.

— Kakue o6pryan?

— a. D10 TOXE.

— A TIpuIBOpPHBIM MaHEpaM TOXe HAyYHIIIb?

— O06s3aTeNBHO.

— Ho-0-0... Kak Thl MHE TTOKaX)ellb. .. 3-3-3...

BHesarHO y MeHs B T0/I0Be BO3HUKJIA KAPTUHKYU — KaK MPUIABOPHBIEC JaMbl JEJIAI0T MOKJIOHBI
WA 9TO-TO TIOIOOHOE, KaK OHU OOIIAI0TCS ¢ UMITIEPATOPOM. . .

It0 OBLIO CJIOBHO B KMHO. PeanbHo! Camas Hactosimast BUACO-UHCTPYKIIUS.

— Jla TeI IpOCTO MHTEPHET! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA f1.

— 4 nyume! Hamuoro ayuie! YBuguis!

JlpakoH onsTh IVISIHYJ B CTOPOHY 3aMKa, U 51 CHOBA 3aMeTwia B okHe TapriaHa — Teneps yxe
TMIOJIHOCTBIO, He CHITY3T. OH CTOSUI, ONEPIINCh JIAIOHSMHU B TIONOKOHHUK, W HAOMOAa 32 HAMH TaK
MPUCTATBHO, HEOTPHIBHO, CJIOBHO 3TO OBUIO YKaCHO €My MHTEPECHO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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