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James E. Talmage
The Story of «Mormonism»

and The Philosophy
of «KMormonism»

PREFACE

The Story of "Mormonism" as presented in the following pages
is a revised and reconstructed version of lectures delivered by
Dr. James E. Talmage at the University of Michigan, Cornell
University, and elsewhere. The "Story" first appeared in print as
alecture report in the Improvement Era, and was afterward issued
as a booklet from the office of the Millennial Star, Liverpool. In
1910 it was issued in a revised form by the Bureau of Information
at Salt Lake City, in which edition the lecture style of direct
address was changed to the ordinary form of essay. The present
or third American edition has been revised and amplified by the
author.

The "Story" has been translated and published abroad.
Already versions have appeared in Swedish, modern Greek, and
Russian.

The subject matter of The Philosophy of "Mormonism" was



first presented as a lecture delivered by Dr. Talmage before the
Philosophical Society of Denver. It appeared later in the columns
of the Improvement Era, and translations have been published in
pamphlet form in the Danish and German languages.

The present publication of these two productions is made in
response to a steady demand.

THE PUBLISHERS.

Salt Lake City, Utah,

March, 1914.



THE STORY OF "MORMONISM"

CHAPTER I

In the minds of many, perhaps of the majority of people, the
scene of the "Mormon" drama is laid almost entirely in Utah;
indeed, the terms "Mormon question" and "Utah question" have
been often used interchangeably. True it is, that the development
of "Mormonism" is closely associated with the history of the
long-time Territory and present State of Utah; but the origin
of the system must be sought in regions far distant from the
present gathering-place of the Latter-day Saints, and at a period
antedating the acquisition of Utah as a part of our national
domain.

The term "origin" is here used in its commonest application
—that of the first stages apparent to ordinary observation—the
visible birth of the system. But a long, long period of preparation
had led to this physical coming forth of the "Mormon" religion,
a period marked by a multitude of historical events, some of
them preceding by centuries the earthly beginning of this modern
system of prophetic trust. The "Mormon" people regard the
establishment of their Church as the culmination of a great series
of notable events. To them it is the result of causes unnumbered
that have operated through ages of human history, and they see



in it the cause of many developments yet to appear. This to them
establishes an intimate relationship between the events of their
own history and the prophecies of ancient times.

In reading the earliest pages of "Mormon" history, we are
introduced to a man whose name will ever be prominent in
the story of the Church—the founder of the organization by
common usage of the term, the head of the system as an
earthly establishment—one who is accepted by the Church as
an ambassador specially commissioned of God to be the first
revelator of the latter-day dispensation. This man is Joseph
Smith, commonly known as the "Mormon" prophet. Rarely
indeed does history present an organization, religious, social, or
political, in which an individual holds as conspicuous and in all
ways as important a place as does this man in the development of
"Mormonism." The earnest investigator, the sincere truth-seeker,
can ignore neither the man nor his work; for the Church under
consideration has risen from the testimony solemnly set forth and
the startling declarations made by this person, who, at the time of
his earliest announcements, was a farmer's boy in the first half of
his teens. If his claims to ordination under the hands of divinely
commissioned messengers be fallacious, forming as they form
the foundation of the Church organization, the superstructure
cannot stand; if, on the other hand, such declarations be true,
there is little cause to wonder at the phenomenally rapid rise and
the surprising stability of the edifice so begun.

Joseph Smith was born at Sharon, Vermont, in December,



1805. He was the son of industrious parents, who possessed
strong religious tendencies and tolerant natures. For generations
his ancestors had been laborers, by occupation tillers of the soil;
and though comfortable circumstances had generally been their
lot, reverses and losses in the father's house had brought the
family to poverty; so that from his earliest days the lad Joseph
was made acquainted with the pleasures and pains of hard work.
He is described as having been more than ordinarily studious
for his years; and when that powerful wave of religious agitation
and sectarian revival which characterized the first quarter of
the last century, reached the home of the Smiths, Joseph with
others of the family was profoundly affected. The household
became somewhat divided on the subject of religion, and some
of the members identified themselves with the more popular
sects; but Joseph, while favorably impressed by the Methodists
in comparison with others, confesses that his mind was sorely
troubled over the contemplation of the strife and tumult existing
among the religious bodies; and he hesitated. He tried in vain
to solve the mystery presented to him in the warring factions of
what professed to be the Church of Christ. Surely, thought he,
these several churches, opposed as they are to one another on
what appear to be the vital points of religion, cannot all be right.
While puzzling over this anomaly he chanced upon this verse in
the epistle of St. James:

"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall



be given him."

In common with so many others, the earnest youth found
here within the scriptures, admonition and counsel as directly
applicable to his case and circumstances as if the lines had
been addressed to him by name. A brief period of hesitation,
in which he shrank from the thought that a mortal like himself,
weak, youthful, and unlearned, should approach the Creator
with a personal request, was followed by a humble and contrite
resolution to act upon the counsel of the ancient apostle. The
result, to which he bore solemn record (testifying at first with
the simplicity and enthusiasm of youth, afterward confirming
the declaration with manhood's increasing powers, and at last
voluntarily sealing the testimony with his life's blood,) proved
most startling to the sectarian world—a world in which according
to popular belief no new revelation of truth was possible. It
1s a surprising fact that while growth, progress, advancement,
development of known truths and the acquisition of new
ones, characterize every living science, the sectarian world has
declared that nothing new must be expected as direct revelation
from God.

The testimony of this lad is, that in response to his
supplication, drawn forth by the admonition of an inspired
apostle, he received a divine ministration; heavenly beings
manifested themselves to him—two, clothed in purity, and alike
in form and feature. Pointing to the other, one said, "This is
my beloved Son, hear Him." In answer to the lad's prayer, the



heavenly personage so designated informed Joseph that the Spirit
of God dwelt not with warring sects, which, while professing a
form of godliness, denied the power thereof, and that he should
join none of them. Overjoyed at the glorious manifestation thus
granted unto him, the boy prophet could not withhold from
relatives and acquaintances tidings of the heavenly vision. From
the ministers, who had been so energetic in their efforts to
convert the boy, he received, to his surprise, abuse and ridicule.
"Visions and manifestations from God," said they, "are of the
past, and all such things ceased with the apostles of old; the canon
of scripture is full; religion has reached its perfection in plan,
and, unlike all other systems contrived or accepted by human
kind, is incapable of development or growth. It is true God lives,
but He cares not for His children of modern times as He did
for those of ancient days; He has shut Himself away from the
people, closed the windows of heaven, and has suspended all
direct communication with the people of earth."

The persecution thus originating with those who called
themselves ministers of the gospel of Christ spread throughout
the community; and the sects that before could not agree together
nor abide in peace, became as one in their efforts to oppose
the youth who thus testified of facts, which though vehemently
denounced, produced an effect that alarmed them the more.
And such a spectacle has ofttimes presented itself before the
world—men who cannot tolerate one another in peace swear
fidelity and mutual support in strife with a common opponent.



The importance of this alleged revelation from the heavens to the
earth is such as to demand attentive consideration. If a fact, itis a
full contradiction of the vague theories that had been increasing
and accumulating for centuries, denying personality and parts to
Deity.

In 1820, there lived one person who knew that the word of
the Creator, "Let us make man in our own image, after our
likeness," had a meaning more than in metaphor. Joseph Smith,
the youthful prophet and revelator of the nineteenth century,
knew that the Eternal Father and the well-beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, were in form and stature like unto perfect men; and
that the human family was in very truth of divine origin. But
this wonderful vision was not the only manifestation of heavenly
power and personality made to the young man, nor the only
incident of the kind destined to bring upon him the fury of
persecution. Sometime after this visitation, which constituted
him a living witness of God unto men, and which demonstrated
the great fact that humanity is the child of Deity, he was visited
by an immortal personage who announced himself as Moroni, a
messenger sent from the presence of God. The celestial visitor
stated that through Joseph as the earthly agent the Lord would
accomplish a great work, and that the boy would come to be
known by good and evil repute amongst all nations. The angel
then announced that an ancient record, engraven on plates of
gold, lay hidden in a hill near by, which record gave a history of
the nations that had of old inhabited the American continent, and



an account of the Savior's ministrations among them. He further
explained that with the plates were two sacred stones, known as
Urim and Thummim, by the use of which the Lord would bring
forth a translation of the ancient record. Joseph further testifies
that he was told that if he remained faithful to his trust and
the confidence reposed in him, he would some day receive the
record into his keeping, and be commissioned and empowered
to translate it. In due time these promises were literally fulfilled,
and the modern version of these ancient writings was given to
the world.

The record proved to be an account of certain colonies
of immigrants to this hemisphere from the east, who came
several centuries before the Christian era. The principal company
was led by one Lehi, described as a personage of some
importance and wealth, who had formerly lived at Jerusalem
in the reign of Zedekiah, and who left his eastern home about
600 B.C. The book tells of the journeyings across the water in
vessels constructed according to revealed plan, of the peoples'
landing on the western shores of South America probably
somewhere in Chile, of their prosperity and rapid growth amid
the bounteous elements of the new world, of the increase of pride
and consequent dissension accompanying the accumulation of
material wealth, and of the division of the people into factions
which became later two great nations at enmity with one another.
One part following Nephi, the youngest and most gifted son of
Lehi, designated themselves Nephites; the other faction, led by



Laman, the elder and wicked brother of Nephi, were known as
Lamanites.

The Nephites lived in cities, some of which attained great size
and were distinguished by great architectural beauty. Continually
advancing northward, these people in time occupied the greater
part of the valleys of the Orinoco, the Amazon, and the
Magdalena. During the thousand years covered by the Nephite
record, the people crossed the Isthmus of Panama, which is
graphically described as a neck of land but a day's journey from
sea to sea, and successively occupied extensive tracts in what is
now Mexico, the valley of the Mississippi, and the Eastern States.
It is not to be supposed that these vast regions were all populated
at any one time by the Nephites; the people were continually
moving to escape the depredations of their hereditary foes, the
Lamanites; and they abandoned in turn all their cities established
along the course of migration. The unprejudiced student sees in
the discoveries of the ancient and now forest-covered cities of
Mexico, Central America, Yucatan, and the northern regions of
South America, collateral testimony having a bearing upon this
history.

Before their more powerful foes, the Nephites dwindled and
fled; until about the year 400 A.D. they were entirely annihilated
after a series of decisive battles, the last of which was fought near
the very hill, called Cumorah, in the State of New York, where
the hidden record was subsequently revealed to Joseph Smith.

The Lamanites led a roving, aggressive life; kept few or no



records, and soon lost the art of history writing. They lived
on the results of the chase and by plunder, degenerating in
habit until they became typical progenitors of the dark-skinned
race, afterward discovered by Columbus and named American
Indians.

The last writer in the ancient record, and the one who hid away
the plates in the hill Cumorah, was Moroni—the same personage
who appeared as a resurrected being in the nineteenth century,
a divinely appointed messenger sent to reveal the depository
of the sacred documents; but the greater part of the plates
since translated had been engraved by the father of Moroni, the
Nephite prophet Mormon. This man, at once warrior, prophet
and historian, had made a transcript and compilation of the
heterogeneous records that had accumulated during the troubled
history of the Nephite nation; this compilation was named on the
plates "The Book of Mormon," which name has been given to
the modern translation—a work that has already made its way
over most of the civilized world. The translation and publication
of the Book of Mormon were marked by many scenes of trouble
and contention, but success attended the undertaking, and the
first edition of the work appeared in print in 1830.

The question, "What is the Book of Mormon?"—a very
pertinent one on the part of every earnest student and investigator
of this phase of American history—has been partly answered
already. The work has been derisively called the "Mormon
Bible," a name that carries with it the misrepresentation that in



the faith of this people the book takes the place of the scriptural
volume which is universally accepted by Christian sects. No
designation could be more misleading, and in every way more
untruthful. The Latter-day Saints have but one "Bible" and that
the Holy Bible of Christendom. They place it foremost amongst
the standard works of the Church; they accept its admonitions
and its doctrines, and accord thereto a literal significance; it is to
them, and ever has been, the word of God, a compilation made by
human agency of works by various inspired writers; they accept
its teachings in fulness, modifying the meaning in no wise, except
in the rare cases of undoubted mistranslation, concerning which
Biblical scholars of all faiths differ and criticize; and even in
such cases their reverence for the sacred letter renders them even
more conservative than the majority of Bible commentators and
critics in placing free construction upon the text. The historical
part of the Jewish scriptures tells of the divine dealings with the
people of the eastern hemisphere; the Book of Mormon recounts
the mercies and judgments of God, the inspired teachings of
His prophets, the rise and fall of His people as organized
communities on the western continent.

The Latter-day Saints believe the coming forth of the Book
of Mormon to have been foretold in the Bible, as its destiny is
prophesied of within its own lids; it is to the people the true
"stick of Ephraim" which Ezekiel declared should become one
with the "stick of Judah"—or the Bible. The people challenge the
most critical comparison between this record of the west and the



Holy Scriptures of the east, feeling confident that no discrepancy
exists in letter or spirit. As to the original characters in which
the record was engraved, copies were shown to learned linguists
of the day and pronounced by them as closely resembling the
Reformed Egyptian writing.

Let us revert, however, to the facts of history concerning this
new scripture, and the reception accorded the printed volume.

The Book of Mormon was before the world; the Church
circulated the work as freely as possible. The true account of its
origin was rejected by the general public, who thus, assumed the
responsibility of explaining in some plausible way the source of
the record. Among the many false theories propounded, perhaps
the most famous is the so-called Spaulding story. Solomon
Spaulding, a clergyman of Amity, Pennsylvania, died in 1816.
He wrote a romance to which no name other than "Manuscript
Story" was given, and which, but for the unauthorized use of the
writer's name and the misrepresentation of his motives, would
never have been published. Twenty years after the author's death,
one Hurlburt, an apostate "Mormon," announced that he had
recognized a resemblance between the "Manuscript Story" and
the Book of Mormon, and expressed a belief that the work
brought forward by Joseph Smith was nothing but the Spaulding
romance revised and amplified. The apparent credibility of the
statement was increased by various signed declarations to the
effect that the two were alike, though no extracts for comparison
were presented. But the "Manuscript Story" was lost for a



time, and in the absence of proof to the contrary, reports
of the parallelism between the two works multiplied. By a
fortunate circumstance, in 1884, President James H. Fairchild, of
Oberlin College, and a literary friend of his—a Mr. Rice—while
examining a heterogeneous collection of old papers which had
been purchased by the gentleman last named, found the original
manuscript of the "Story."

After a careful perusal and comparison with the Book of
Mormon,

President Fairchild declared in an article published in the New

York Observer, February 5, 1885:

The theory of the origin of the Book of Mormon in the
traditional manuscript of Solomon Spaulding will probably
have to be relinquished. * * * Mr. Rice, myself, and others
compared it [the Spaulding manuscript] with the Book of
Mormon and could detect no resemblance between the two,
in general or in detail. There seems to be no name nor
incident common to the two. The solemn style of the Book
of Mormon in imitation of the English scriptures does not
appear in the manuscript. * * * Some other explanation of
the origin of the Book of Mormon must be found if any
explanation is required.

The manuscript was deposited in the library of Oberlin
College where it now reposes. Still, the theory of the "Manuscript
Found," as Spaulding's story has come to be known, is
occasionally pressed into service in the cause of anti-"Mormon"
zeal, by some whom we will charitably believe to be ignorant of



the facts set forth by President Fairchild. A letter of more recent
date, written by that honorable gentleman in reply to an inquiring
correspondent, was published in the Millennial Star, Liverpool,
November 3, 1898, and is as follows:

OBERLIN COLLEGE, OHIO,

October 17, 1895

J. R. HINDLEY, ESQ.,

Dear Sir: We have in our college library an original
manuscript of Solomon Spaulding—unquestionably
genuine.

I found it in 1884 in the hands of Hon. L. L. Rice, of
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands. He was formerly state printer
at Columbus, Ohio, and before that, publisher of a paper
in Painesville, whose preceding publisher had visited Mrs.
Spaulding and obtained the manuscript from her. It had lain
among his old papers forty years or more, and was brought
out by my asking him to look up anti-slavery documents
among his papers.

The manuscript has upon it the signatures of several
men of Conneaught, Ohio, who had heard Spaulding read
it and knew it to be his. No one can see it and question
its genuineness. The manuscript has been printed twice, at
least;—once by the Mormons of Salt Lake City, and once



by the Josephite Mormons of Iowa. The Utah Mormons
obtained the copy of Mr. Rice, at Honolulu, and the
Josephites got it of me after it came into my possession.
This manuscript is not the original of the Book of
Mormon.
Yours very truly,
JAMES H. FAIRCHILD.

The "Manuscript Story" has been published in full, and
comparisons between the same and the Book of Mormon may
be made by anyone who has a mind to investigate the subject.!

! For a fuller account of the Book of Mormon, see the author's "Articles of Faith,"
Lectures 14 and 15; published at Salt Lake City, Utah, 1913.



CHAPTER II

But we have anticipated the current of events. With the
publication of the Book of Mormon, opposition grew more
intense toward the people who professed a belief in the testimony
of Joseph Smith. On the 6th of April, 1830, the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was formally organized and
thus took on a legal existence. The scene of this organization
was Fayette, New York, and but six persons were directly
concerned as participants. At that time there may have been
and probably were many times that number who had professed
adherence to the newly restored faith; but as the requirements
of the law governing the formation of religious societies were
satisfied by the application of six, only the specified number
formally took part. Such was the beginning of the Church, soon
to be so universally maligned. Its origin was small—a germ, an
insignificant seed, hardly to be thought of as likely to arouse
opposition. What was there to fear in the voluntary association of
six men, avowedly devoted to peaceful pursuits and benevolent
purposes? Yet a storm of persecution was threatened from the
earliest day. At first but a family affair, opposition to the work
has involved successively the town, the county, the state, the
country, and today the "Mormon" question has been accorded
extended consideration at the hands of the national government,
and indeed most civilized nations have taken cognizance of the



same.

Let us observe the contrast between the beginning and the
present proportions of the Church. Instead of but six regularly
affiliated members, and at most two score of adherents, the
organization numbers today many hundred thousand souls. In
place of a single hamlet, in the smallest corner of which the
members could have congregated, there now are about seventy
stakes of Zion and about seven hundred organized wards,
each ward and stake with its full complement of officers and
priesthood organizations. The practise of gathering its proselytes
into one place prevents the building up and strengthening
of foreign branches; and inasmuch as extensive and strong
organizations are seldom met with abroad, very erroneous ideas
exist concerning the strength of the Church. Nevertheless, the
mustard seed, among the smallest of all seeds, has attained the
proportions of a tree, and the birds of the air are nesting in its
branches; the acorn is now an oak offering protection and the
sweets of satisfaction to every earnest pilgrim journeying its way
for truth.

From the organization of the Church, the spirit of emigration
rested upon the people. Their eyes were from the first turned
in anticipation toward the evening sun—not merely that the
work of proselyting should be carried on in the west, but that
the headquarters of the Church should be there established.
The Book of Mormon had taught the people the true origin
and destiny of the American Indians; and toward this dark-



skinned remnant of a once mighty people, the missionaries of
"Mormonism" early turned their eyes, and with their eyes went
their hearts and their hopes.

Within three months from the beginning, the Church had
missionaries among the Lamanites. It is notable that the Indian
tribes have generally regarded the religion of the Latter-day
Saints with favor, seeing in the Book of Mormon striking
agreement with their own traditions.

The first well-established seat of the Church was in the
pretty little town of Kirtland, Ohio, almost within sight of Lake
Erie; and here soon rose the first temple of modern times.
Among their many other peculiarities, the Latter-day Saints are
characterized as a temple-building people, as history proves
the Israel of ancient times to have been. In the days of their
infancy as a Church, while in the thrall of poverty, and amidst
the persecution and direful threats of lawless hordes, they laid
the cornerstone, and in less than three years thereafter they
celebrated the dedication of the Kirtland Temple, a structure at
once beautiful and imposing. Even before this time, however,
populous settlements of Latter-day Saints had been made in
Jackson County, Missouri; and in the town of Independence a
site for a great temple had been selected and purchased; but
though the ground has been dedicated with solemn ceremony,
the people have not as yet built thereon.

Within two years of its dedication, the temple in Kirtland was
abandoned by the people, who were compelled to flee for their



lives before the onslaughts of mobocrats; but a second temple,
larger and more beautiful than the first, soon reared its spires in
the city of Nauvoo, Illinois. This structure was destroyed by fire,
but the temple-building spirit was not to be quenched, and in the
vales of Utah today are four magnificent temple edifices. The
last completed, which was the first begun, is situated in Salt Lake
City, and is one of the wonders and beauties of that city by the
great salt sea.?

To the fervent Latter-day Saint, a temple is not simply
a church building, a house for religious assembly. Indeed
the "Mormon" temples are rarely used as places of general
gatherings. They are in one sense educational institutions, regular
courses of lectures and instruction being maintained in some of
them; but they are specifically for baptisms and ordinations, for
sanctifying prayer, and for the most sacred ceremonies and rites
of the Church, particularly in the vicarious work for the dead
which is a characteristic of "Mormon" faith. And who that has
gazed upon these splendid shrines will say that the people who
can do so much in poverty and tribulation are insincere? Bigoted
they may seem to those who believe not as they do; fanatics they
may be to multitudes who like the proud Pharisee of old thank
God they are not as these; but insincere they cannot be, even in
the judgment of their bitterest opponent, if he be a creature of
reason.

2 For a detailed account of modern temples, with numerous pictorial views, see "The
House of the Lord," by the present author; Salt Lake City, Utah, 1912.



The clouds of persecution thickened in Ohio as the intolerant
zeal of mobs found frequent expression; numerous charges,
trivial and serious, were made against the leaders of the
Church, and they were repeatedly brought before the courts,
only to be liberated on the usual finding of no cause for
action. Meanwhile the march to the west was maintained.
Soon thousands of converts had rented or purchased homes in
Missouri—Independence, Jackson County, being their center;
but from the first, they were unpopular among the Missourians.
Their system of equal rights with their marked disapproval of
every species of aristocratic separation and self-aggrandizement
was declared to be a species of communism, dangerous to the
state. An inoffensive journalistic organ, The Star, published for
the purpose of properly presenting the religious tenets of the
people, was made the particular object of the mob's rage; the
house of its publisher was razed to the ground, the press and type
were confiscated, and the editor and his family maltreated. An
absurd story was circulated and took firm hold of the masses
that the Book of Mormon promised the western lands to the
people of the Church, and that they intended to take possession
of these lands by force. Throughout the book of revelations
regarded by the people as law specially directed to them, they are
told to save their riches that they may purchase the inheritance
promised them of God. Everywhere are they told to maintain
peace; the sword is never offered as their symbol of conquest.
Their gathering is to be like that of the Jews at Jerusalem—a



pacific one, and in their taking possession of what they regard
as a land of promise, no one previously located there shall be
denied his rights.

A spirit of fierce persecution raged in Jackson and
surrounding counties of Missouri. An appeal was made to the
executive of the state, but little encouragement was returned. The
lieutenant- governor, Lilburn W. Boggs, afterward governor, was
a pronounced "Mormon"-hater, and throughout the period of the
troubles, he manifested sympathy with the persecutors.

One of the circuit judges who was asked to issue a peace
warrant refused to do so, but advised the "Mormons" to arm
themselves and meet the force of the outlaws with organized
resistance. This advice was not pleasing to the Latter-day Saints,
whose religion enjoined tolerance and peace; but they so far
heeded it as to arm a small force; and when the outlaws next
came upon them, the people were not entirely unprepared. A
"Mormon" rebellion was now proclaimed. The people had been
goaded to desperation. The militia was ordered out, and the
"Mormons" were disarmed. The mob was unrestrained in its
eagerness for revenge. The "Mormons" engaged able lawyers to
institute and maintain legal proceedings against their foes, and
this step, the right to which one would think could be denied no
American citizen, called forth such an uproar of popular wrath
as to affect almost the entire state.

It was winter; but the inclemency of the year only suited
the better the purpose of the oppressor. Homes were destroyed,



men torn from their families were brutally beaten, tarred and
feathered; women with babes in their arms were forced to
flee half-clad into the solitude of the prairie to escape from
mobocratic violence. Their sufferings have never yet been fitly
chronicled by human scribe. Making their way across the river,
most of the refugees found shelter among the more hospitable
people of Clay County, and afterward established themselves
in Caldwell County, therein founding the city of Far West.
County and state judges, the governor, and even the President
of the United States, were appealed to in turn for redress. The
national executive, Andrew Jackson, while expressing sympathy
for the persecuted people, deplored his lack of power to interfere
with the administration or non-administration of state laws; the
national officials could do nothing; the state officials would do
naught.

But the expulsion from Jackson County was but a prelude to
the tragedy soon to follow. A single scene of the bloody drama is
known as the Haun's Mill massacre. A small settlement had been
founded by "Mormon" families on Shoal Creek, and here on the
30th of October, 1838, a company of two hundred and forty fell
upon the hapless settlers and butchered a score. No respect was
paid to age or sex; grey heads, and infant lips that scarcely had
learned to lisp a word, vigorous manhood and immature youth,
mother and maiden, fared alike in the scene of carnage, and their
bodies were thrown into an old well.

In October, 1838, the Governor of Missouri, the same Lilburn



W. Boggs, issued his infamous exterminating order, and called
upon the militia of the state to execute it. The language of this
document, signed by the executive of a sovereign state of the
Union, declared that the "Mormons" must be driven from the
state or exterminated. Be it said to the honor of some of the
officers entrusted with the terrible commission, that when they
learned its true significance they resigned their authority rather
than have anything to do with what they designated a cold-
blooded butchery. But tools were not wanting, as indeed they
never have been, for murder and its kindred outrages. What the
heart of man can conceive, the hand of man will find a way to
execute. The awful work was carried out with dread dispatch.
Oh, what a record to read; what a picture to gaze upon; how
awful the fact! An official edict offering expatriation or death
to a peaceable community with no crime proved against them,
and guilty of no offense other than that of choosing to differ
in opinion from the masses! American school boys read with
emotions of horror of the Albigenses, driven, beaten and killed,
with a papal legate directing the butchery; and of the Vaudois,
hunted and hounded like beasts as the effect of a royal decree;
and they yet shall read in the history of their own country of
scenes as terrible as these in the exhibition of injustice and
inhuman hate.

In the dread alternative offered them, the people determined
again to abandon their homes; but whither should they go?
Already they had fled before the lawless oppressor over well



nigh half a continent; already were they on the frontiers of the
country that they had regarded as the land of promised liberty.
Thus far every move had carried them westward, but farther
west they could not go unless they went entirely beyond the
country of their birth, and gave up their hope of protection
under the Constitution, which to them had ever been an inspired
instrument, the majesty of which, as they had never doubted,
would be some day vindicated, even to securing for them the
rights of American citizens. This time their faces were turned
toward the east; and a host numbering from ten to twelve
thousand, including many women and children, abandoned their
homes and fled before their murderous pursuers, reddening the
snow with bloody footprints as they journeyed. They crossed the
Mississippi and sought protection on the soil of Illinois. There
their sad condition evoked for a time general commiseration.
The press of the state denounced the treatment of the
people by the Missourians and vindicated the character of
the "Mormons" as peaceable and law-abiding citizens. College
professors published expressions of their horror over the cruel
crusade; state officials, including even the governor, gave
substantial evidence of their sympathy and good feeling. This
lull in the storm of outrage that had so long raged about them
offered a strange contrast to their usual treatment. Let it not be
thought that all the people of Illinois were their friends; from the
first, opposition was manifest, but their condition was so greatly
bettered that they might have thought the advent of their Zion to



be near at hand.
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