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AHHOTaAMSA
[IpencraBpre.Y Bac 3aBTpa COPOKOBOW JieHb POXIEHHS. Bl
CMHUPEHHO TOTOBUTECh K 3STOMY COOBITMIO, HO B TIyOuHe
Ayl HaJeeTech Ha MajeHbkoe 4yno.Ml 3To MasieHpKoe dylo
clyunioch C¢ Bepoii, koraa OHaXAbl OHAa TPOCHYJIAch BHOBb
ceMHauaTwieTHen. OTHAKO C JIMIIHIMU TOIaMH UCUe3Jia U ee 10Yb. . .
U uro xe nenars gajblie?



Yactsb 1. «/{0 3TOr0»

CTpesiki HACTEHHBIX YacoB, KYIUICHHBIX €Il BOCEMb JIET TO-
MY Ha3aji, pa3apaxarolie THKaJIH.

Bepa BoiTepiia X0JOQHBIN MOT €O J10a CBOEH CTapoil pyOalkon,
PYKaB KOTOPO# OBLT 3aKOJIOT OYJIaBKOW, TIOTOMY YTO OHA JIO CUX
TIOp HE yMeeT MPUIIMBATh MYTOBUIIbL. 32 OKHOM CTOSUIA HEllpu-
BBIYHASI MafiCKasi JyXOTa, COJIHIIEC MPUIEKAJIO JIMIIO U ONaJIsIo
KOy Jaxe CKBO3b MyXoBble oOnaka. Emme Buepa Bepa cobupa-
JIach KYIUTh HOBBIE 3aHABECKU, HO YTO-TO TOIIO HE TaK W IO-
€3/IKy B OJMIKAIINIA Mara3uH MPUILIOCh OTJIOXKUTb.

B packayieHHO# cKOBOpOjIe TIOTPECKUBAJIO Maciio. Bepa men-
JIEHHO, OCTOPOKHO Pe3ajia apOMaTHBIM COYHBIN MEPEL] MOKPBIMU
pykamu. Koka Ha ee majpliax CMOPINWJIACH OT U30BITKA BJIard,
HO JKEHINMHA yKe JaBHO He ToJib3oBajiach kpemamu. OHa yxe
JTABHO HE T0JIh30BAJIaCh KAKOW-JIMOO KOCMETHUKOM, TTOYePKHBa-
IOIIEN BHEIIHUM BUJ WIK JOPOTMMU CPEACTBAMHU IJIsl yXoJa 3a
cooOoit. [lepBast mpuurHa 3TO, KOHEUHO, SKOHOMHSI, @ BTOpas IM0-
CHUJIbHEEe — OHa MPOCTO He BUJIEA B STOM CMBICTIA.

WHorna ee eiicTBUSI IPEPHIBATIMCH, KOTJA B TOJIOBE BCITBIXU-
BaJla Kakasi-ioo TpeBoxkHast MbIcib. Ceituac, Harpumep: «l'oc-
TIOIH, 51 3arJIaTWiIa 3a ra3 BUepa WM HeT?». [lotoMm oHa BHITH-
pajia pyKu O CBOIO 100Ky, IOTOMY UTO 3a0bliia HaJeTh (papTyk,
u Oexana K CBoel MPUKPOBATHON TyMOOUKeE, B KOTOPOU XpaHH-
Jla BCe camoe IIeHHOe, Cpe/id Yero ObUT OJIOKHOT, T7ie OHa Bejia



YUYeT JOMAIIHUX JIeJI: OIJIaTa KOMMYHAJIBHBIX YCIIyT, IPOAYKTHI,
JEHBI'U Ha JI0POry A0 padoTHI. ..

W, KOHEYHO, IEHbI'M HA KAPMAHHBIE PACXObI IOUEPH.

Kare BOT MMHY/IO ceMHaILaTh JIET, a Yepe3 YEThIpe MecsALa
OHA MOCTYNUT B OQUHHAALATHIN KJ1acc, i€ el PUIETCs CAaBaTh
EI'D, uto6sl mocTynuTh B yHUBEpcuTeT. 3abaBHO, HO Bepa naxe
He 3HaeT, KaKue MMEHHO IMpeIMEThl OHA BbIOpasa Ui CAaYd U
Kyzia BooO11e opueHTupyercst nocrynarb. OHU 00 3TOM He pas-
ropapuBayii. He Tak, Kak Mojio;k€HO pa3roBapuBaTh pOAUTENSAM
Y JETAM: J0JITO, TIIATENIBbHO, cepbe3HO. OHa OMH pa3 CIIpOCUIIa,
Kyra Obl €l XOTeJIOCh MOCTYMUTh, a Ta OTBevasIa mpocTo: «/a mo-
cmotpum». U Tak Bepa u He 3Haer, «nocMmotpena» i Karg kyna
XOTeJa UK HeT.

Onu He O6bUM MOXOXH. Hu BHeIIHe, HU BHYTpEHHE.

Kara yHacnenoBana Bce, Jaxe camble MaJICHIINE, Camble
HESABHBIE, YEPTHI OTLA: KAK JIMIIA, TAK U XapaKTepa.

JleBouka OblTa BCHBLIbYMBASI, CBOGHPABHAsSI, CAMOYBEPEHHAs
U 110 yxkaca crpontuBas. ®rermatnynon Bepe ¢ ee 3amensnen-
HOU peakiueid, 6ecCTPaCTHOCTBIO BO BCEX €€ MPOSIBIICHUSIX, Obl-
JIO CJIOXKHO CIIPABUTbCS € IIBUIKOM 10Yepbl0, KOTOpast Oblja MOXo-
’Ka Ha CHHee Tu1aMsi, 6e3’aT0CTHO UCTIETIENSIONIEe BCe Ha CBOEM
nyTH, a Bepa Obl1a TOHEHBKOM, UCCOXIIIEN TPOCTUHKOW, CMUAPEH-
HO 1 6e3pOIOTHO MPUHUMAIOIIEH CMEPTh OT OTHSI.

Bepa 3Hai1a cBOIO 10Yb NOBEPXHOCTHO, KaK AUPEKTOP ILKOJIBI
3HAeT BOH Ty YYEHHUILy U3 AecAToro «b», Ho 3Toi nHpopmalum
ei1 ObLJIO I0CTaTOYHO, YTOOBI TOHATH — UM HUKOT/IA HE TIOCTPOUTh



KpernkKue B3aMMOOTHOIIIEHHUSI.

BrnBoem OHM KUBYT yke YeTBIPHA/IATh JIET, HO 9Ta HEBU/IU-
Masi CTeHa C KaX[bIM rojIoOM CTaHOBUJIaCh BCE KperJe, U Ternepb
o0e MOHMMAJM, HACKOJIbKO OHM OecCHIIbHBI Tiepe Hell. Paszpy-
IIUTH €€ HEBO3MOKHO.

HeBo3MOXHO, TOTOMY 4TO HET kejnaHus. Toro xenaHusi, Ko-
TOPOE MOXKET 0OPECTH HEBBIPA3UMYIO MOIIIb, CIIOCOOHYIO CHECTU
JI00YI0 KPerocTh.

Takue popMasibHble U Oe3yyacTHbIe OTHOIIEHUS B JIU KO-
My TOKaXKyTCs1 00pas3ioBeiMu. Ho, onisiTh e, HU MaTh, HA JOYb
00 3TOM He 3alyMbIBaJIHCh.

¥V Karu 6bi1a cBOsSI MOAPOCTKOBAS KU3Hb, B KOTOPYIO OHA YK
TOYHO He coOupasach MoCBsIATh MaTh, a Bepa. ..

Bepa 6bl1a oxoxka Ha pa3dpOCaHHBIE IO pa3HBIM yIJIaM Ta3-
JIbI, ¥ KTO-TO, KTO €€ TaK CTapaTeJIbHO COOMpA, IOTEPsT 3peHue
U yKe He MOKeT HallTh Bce yactu. Kaxaoe yTpo oHa mpoceina-
JIach HE C MBICJIBIO O TOM, HACKOJIBKO Y’KACHBIN JIEHb €11 TPeJCTO-
UT BBIHECTH, a C aOCOJTIOTHOM ITyCTOTOMW B TOJIOBE W BHYTPHU CeOsl
BooOIIe. OHa OTKphIBaJIa I71a3a, BUJS Mepes] COOON BCe TOT ke
TPECHYTHIN BO3JIe MaJIEHbKOM JIIOCTPBI IOTOJIOK, TyMasi HU O YeM,
IBITAJIACh BCTATh C TIOCTENH € OOJIBIO B CIIMHE 1 JIOMOTOH B HOTaX,
HO He MOIJIa TIOIHATKCS ellle MUHYT AecATh. OHa He MoIa He
MOTOMY, UTO HE BbICHIAJIACh WM (PU3UYECKU yCTajia, a MoTOMY,
4TO He 3HaJia, 3aueM. He moHuMana, Kyaa, ¢ Kakoy 1elbio, s
KOTO U VIS Yero.

KusHb ee Oblia IOX0Xka Ha MOBTOPSIONIYIOCS CEPHI0 HeyIau-



HOTo cepuasa Oe3 orpeeseHHoro xkaHpa. Padora, 1oM, CKy4YHbIe
BEYepa 3a KHATOM WIN O4€pEeIHBIM (PUIBMOM, KOTOPBIM KPYTAT
10 TEJIEBU30pPY, BpEMs1 OT BPEMEHU Pa3roBOp € COCEAKOM B JIu-
T€ WM CITyYaiHO MPU BCTPEYe B OUEPE/IU 3a MPOLYKTAMHU, WU O
Jopore noMoil. Bepa He rmoHMMasa 4eTko, 4To ¢ Hell TBOPUTCS,
YTO TBOPUTCSI BOKPYT. MOKET, MOTOMY, YTO HUYETO KOHKPETHO-
IO ¥ HE TBOPUJIOCH?

Kak OyaTo Bpemsi OCTAHOBUJIOCHh UJIM KTO-TO CBEPXY KasK/Ibli
pa3 rmepeMarthbiBaj IJICHKY, a OHa, KAaK MapUOHETKa, Oe3pOroTHO
BBITIOJTHSIJIA YCTAHOBJIEHHbBIE IEVCTBUSI.

YacTo oHa BhIXOIWIIA HA OAJIKOH, CMOTpeJia BOKPYT, CTapasiCh
HE JIyMaTbh, KaK HEHaBUUT TO, YTO BUAUT, HO U 3TO HE TIOMOTAJIO
ell ynepxaTh HAaBOPAYMBAIOIIUECs CJIe3bl, CIIa3M B TeJie U jKeJla-
HHE pacceub ceOe 3arsiCThsI.

Eit ObUTO TpUALIATh JEBSTH JIET, HO OHAa YyBCTBOBaJa, Kak
yrayossieTcsi [pipa BHYTPU Hee, CIIOBHO eil ObLJI0 BCEro-To JBa-
IIaTh Wi MeHbie. TOT camblii MOAXOMSAIIMA BO3pACT s
JETIPECCUBHOTO COCTOSIHUSI, TTAHUYECKUX aTaK, CYMIIMJAIbHBIX
MBIC/IEH, JKeJIaHUSI yeXaTh OIHAM JHEM Ky/Aa-TO B TOPBl U KPU-
YaTh, KpU4aTh, KpU4aTh, IOKA HE MOPBYTCS TOJIOCOBBIE CBSI3KU.

Ee myvanu GeccoHHHUIIB, OHa OYKBaJIbHO KWJIa HA aHTUJIE-
MPECCAHTaX U CHOTBOPHBIX.

Kars 6bu1a toma, Ho Bepa Bcerna Obuta ogHa. Beerna.

V Hee He ObUTO HUKOTO, C KEM €l TaK XOTeJIOCh AeUThCS CBO-
MU niepekuBaHusIMA. [lepeknBaHUsAMY, TIOCESTHHBIMUA PaccTa-
BaHHUEM C MYKEM.



OH OblT ee eqUHCTBEHHOW OMOpPOM, HO OH yIen. Yiien, u
OCTaBUJI €€ OITHY C PeOSHKOM, KOTOPHII, KaK HA CTPAHHO, HE CIa-
caJl ee OT OJMHOYECTBA, a JIMIIbL HA0OOPOT yrHEeTaJl ee MoJIokKe-
HUE.

Bce a1 yeTbipHaaath JieT ObutM c1ad0 OKpallleHbl pajlyKHbI-
MH MOMEHTAMH B UX CEMENHOU KWU3HU. BBUIO 1 9TO JeUCTBU-
TeJbHO TaK, TPYJHO CKa3aTb, BeJb C TEX CaMbIX MOp, KaK OHA
ocrtajach ogHa ¢ Kateii, oHa yxke He MorJia MbICJIUTh MTO3UTUBHO:
mo0asi HeyJaua MepeHOCHIIach TSKeN0, OHA MPUHUMAJIA CIIHII-
KOM OJTM3KO K Cepily Jaxe MaJerIme myCTSIKY.

He ctout kpuyats: «bbITh TOro He MokeT! B sku3HM paHo umm
MO3/JHO BCE-TaKU HACTYIIAET CBET/Iasi CTOPOHA!».

U ¢ 3Tim TOXE COPUTH HEJTb3s1, ITO MPaB/A.

Caetnasi cTopoHa B JKU3HU Bepbl ObLa.

Ho ee Hora Ha Hee He cTymnana.

Koraa Beinagasio Bpemsi, Bepa orisiipiBaiach Ha3a1, HO HUYe-
ro He BUJeNa. DTO KaK CTOSATh MOCPEI HEOOBSATHOTO TOJIs, 3a-
TSHYTOT'O TYCTHIM, HE MIPOCBETHBIM TYMAaHOM U TIIETHO IHITATh-
Csl YBUJIETh MYTh, KOTOPBIN MPOJIOKHUIIIb K TOM TOYKE, B KOTOPON
ceityac Haxonuibes. Tak u Bepa He Moria BCIIOMHUTb, KOT/Ia U
MOYEMY OHa OKa3aJ1ach B TOM KW3HU, KOTOPYIO Celyac MpOxKHU-
BaJsia. Takyio XMypyIo0, yCTYI0, YHbUIYI0, MOHOTOHHYIO. . .

OueHb YaCTO OHA HAXOAWJIACh B MOJBEIIEHHOM COCTOSHHUU.
Ona OykBaJIbHO YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsi HEBECOMOM, He TIO/IIaoIIei-
Cs1 TPABUTAIIK M 3aCTPSIBIIIEH MeXy HEOOM U 3eMJIeid, MeX Ty



IPOILIBIM 1 OYIyIleM, U, B TO e BpeMsl, He Tornajasi B HaCTo-
s1iee.

Bepa noctositHHO MeIUTHPOBAJIA, HE OCO3HABAS ITOr0. 3aHU-
MasiCh KaKUM-JIMOO JIeJIOM, OHA YU PAJIach B OJIHY TOUKY, HAITPH-
MEp, Ha CBOMX YK€ KUJIMCTBIX PyKaX, U OTPHIBAJIACH OT PEAJIbHO-
IO MOMEHTA, NEPEX0Asl B KAKOE-TO U3MEPEHHE, AAIEKOE OT Ma-
TEPUAIbHOTO MUPA.

OnHaKko 3TU MeIUTAIMM He TIPUHOCHIIM el HU O0JerdyeHus,
HU yI0BOJIbCTBYS. Hao00poT. OHU BRICACHIBAIIN U3 HEE SHEPTUIO,
W3KUBas ee TeJlo, U, KOT/a el MPUXOAUIIOCh BO3BPAIIATHCS «00-
paTHO», OHa crudajiach OT HEMMOBEPHOW YCTAJIOCTU. Y Hee JIo-
MUJIM KOHEYHOCTH, OHA 3€BaJjia, 3achlliajia Ha XO4y. A B roJIoBe
MYCTO: HA MBICITH, HU 3BYKa, HM 00pa3a, HU4ero.

I'0e 5? Kmo s? Ilouemy 5 30ecb?

Ho norom Hactynasia ucrepuka. OHa poHsiia r0OJI0BY Ha Ipy/b,
TOpJIO €€ MEepPeXBaThIBAIM CJIE3bI, HO I71a3a OCTABAIUCh CYXUMHU,
Kak Beiropeiue nojist. [loguac ona 6yOHMIIa 1po cedst, Kak OyjI-
TO KTO-TO CHJIEN PSIJIOM, & OHA He XOTeJa ObITh YCIIBIIIAHHOM:

— HaBaii, naBaii, yousaiics. Hy-Hy, mponomkaid, Ja TOJNBKO
HEKoMY TeOsI TpUjIacKaTh, HeKoMy yTemutb. Hold, HOM, TaBu ce-
051, qylIu.

['ne-To BO ABOpe cOCeIHEro JoMa pa3iaBaIUCh CUACTIMBBIE
JETCKUE KPUKH.

— Masipuminky, 1eBYOHKHU... Kak um xopoiuo, s BUKy, ceu-



yac. Y HUX BCE TOJBKO HAUMHAETCS.

[lotom oOHa, ycTaB CHETh HA OJIHOM MeECTe, BO3Bpallaiach
BHYTpPb, B KBAPTUPY, KOTOpasi AOCTAIACh €l OT MaTepHu.

['oppko ycMmexasch, Bepa nymana: «A 4to mHe-mo npuHajjie-
xut? Uro MHe ynanock 100uThes camoti? I'ne moe-mo?».

A u3 «cBoero-to» y Bepwl Obuta pabora B «[larepouxe»
Y CEMHAJIIIATHIICTHSIS 10Yb, KOTOpAst 3a MaTh OOJIbIIE TPUHUMA-
na Kpuc Jl)xeHHep, MaTh «BEIMKOJIETTHbIX» KapnanibsaH, yem Be-
py. U ot takoro «boratcTBa» ObLJIO HEBECEIIO.

YOupasich B MaJIeHbKOW KBAPTUPKE C HU3KUM TTOTOJIKOM, W3-
32 4ero OHa Tak IUIOXO OCBEIa1ach ECTECTBEHHBIM CBETOM, Bepa
IBITAJIaCh XOTS Obl HA HECKOJIKO MUHYT OTBJIEUbCSI OT THETYIIIMX
MBICJIEH, HO 3a4acTyI0 TaKue JIeNa JIUIIb YIIIyOJsiii ee CaMOKO-
MaHUE U, KaK CJIEJICTBUE, CAMOOUYECBAHUE.

— Cama BUHOBaTa, — KpsIXTeJa OHa, SIPOCTHO HATUPasi TPSTIKON
noin, — OGecxpebeTHasi, MATKOTeNasi, XJIUIKasi, pBaHasi, Kak 3Ta
TPSMKA U TaKasi ke. ..

Kaxnpiii pa3 ona 6anaHcMpoBasia Ha cJ1ad0 HATSIHYTOM TPO-
ce. Bor, ceituac nonyet Kakoi-HUOY/Ib BETEPOK WJIM CTOUT €i KO-
JILIXHYThCS1, KAK OHA COPBETCHI.

MoxHO, CTHCHYB 3yOBl, TallIUTh 32 COOOUM CKOMMBILEECs 32
JeHb WIA ABa SMOIMOHAILHOE HAIpsKEHUE, HO CTOUT CIIO-
TKHYTbCSI BCETO JIUIIh 00 OUH MaJICHHKUI KaMellIeK . . .

Hanpsis.

Yro u cimyuninock, koraa Bepa, Hapesast karycty [yist Oopina,
ropesaja najetl.



OHa HM NHCKHYJIa, HU BBIPYrajlach, CJIOBOM, HU 3BYKA HE W3-
Jaja.

Bynro 3aBopoxeHHas, OHa MOIHsUIA yYKa3aTesbHbIM Nayel 1
MIPUHSIACh HAOMIONATh 3a JICHUBOM CTPYWKON TEMHO-aJIOW KPO-
Bu. Korga oHa yxe ckatwiace K JIaioHu, Bepy 3arpscio, rop-
JI0 COaBMIIO, M OHA 3aCTOHAJA, JaXe 3acKyJriIa, Kak codaka, Ha
XBOCT KOTOPOM HacTymuiu Kadbnykom. He ynpassist co6oit, oHa
CXBaTWJIa HOX W, 3aKPbIB IV1a3a, IPUJIOKUAJIA ThUIbHYIO CTOPOHY
JIe3BUSI K 3aII5CThIO.

Bor Tak, ¢ 3TUM NOpe30M, TPECHYJIO TePIEeHUE KEHIIUHBI.

N oHa mouyBCTBOBaIa, KaKk MUPUAJbl €0 OCKOJIKOB BOH3U-
JIUCh B KAX/AYI0 KJIETOUKY €€ CyILECTBA.

OnHa Me[JIeHHO BTSIHY/Ia HOCOM BO3[yX, a IIOTOM 3aKpuyala,
¥ CJIeJaia 3TO HAPOYHO, YTOOBI 3arTyIIUTh O0JTb, KOTOPYIO COOM-
paJiach IPUYMHUTH cele. ..

Ho oHa He ycniena. BpocuB HOX B paKOBHHY €€ 3aCTaBUJI CTYK
BXonHOM nBepu. TyT ke Ha KyxHe nosiBuiiach Kars.

— Tel vero Tyt genaems? — Cipocuiia OHa, CMOTPsI HA Marb,
KaK Ha yMAJIMILIEHHYIO.

— Yro? — Ilepecnipocuna Bepa, Ts:xeno apina. — ['oToB0, HE
133700050011 4

Kara okuHysa ee B3ITIA0M C TOJIOBBI JO HOT. JInno marepu
pacKpacHesIoch U BCHOTeNAa, Kak OyATO OHA CTOslIa Ha/l ApOM.

— Thl opana Tak, 4TO ax B MOAbE3/IE CIBIITHO OBLIO.

— 4? Opana?

~la



—$1... s mope3asnach, — OHa MEJIbKOM IOKa3ajia ee IMajell, Ko-
TOPBIH C)KMUMAJIa APYTrOl pyKOM, — OONBHO. .. BOT.

Karsa nmokauana rosioBoii, 3akaTwia Ijaza U pa3BepHYJIach,
YTOOBI YUTH.

— Ectb He Oynenin?

— He 6ymy.

— Te1 ympens ¢ ronony!

Ho otBerta He noctynuiio. Kaxercs, 104b CKpbulach B BAHHOM
KOMHare.

Hkskok

OpHaxipl, B A€CATh YaCOB Beuepa, Bepa cujenia Ha KyxHe U
BoImBasia. OHa u 6e3 Kakoro-Jmoo Jesa Tepsijia cCueT BpeMeHH,
a celyac 1 BOBCeE 3a0bLIach.

Korpa oHa ciiydailHO HaKoOJIOJIACh MaJjiblieM Ha UTOJIKY M pBa-
HyJIa 32 TUIACThIPEM, €€ B3IJISL CIIYYaiHO yIasl Ha Yachl.

—I'me Kara?

Bmecto Toro, 4toObI m03ab0TUTHCS O CBOEM Tasibile, Bepa my-
CTUJIaCh B TOUCKH TesiecpoHa. Ho Ha 3BOHKM HECHOCHAs JI0Ub HE
OTBeYasa, ¥ Korja BojHeHue Bepbl BO3pOCIO 10 TaKOM CTETEHH,
9TO el CTaJIO TSIKENIO JIBIIIATh, OHA PEIlnia MyCTUTHCS B CIIETy-
IOIIME TTOMCKHU.

HakuHyB Ha ce0s1 KypTKY, IOTOMY YTO 3TUM Be4epoM IoCIie
JOXKIs OBUTO CJIMIIIKOM XOJIOIHO, Y BBIOEKaJsla U3 KBApPTUPHI.

Oxkono ux 1oma, Kk focane Bepel, ciomaiicst (poHaps, o3TOMY



el IpHIILTOCh B3sITh cBOK. Ho eii He 0co00 eil ToMOT CIIpaBUThCS
C HENPOITIAJHBIMU CYMEPKAMH, CTYCTUBIIMMUCA K 9TOMY 4acy
(23:00). Bepa crosina Ha Kpblyblie U, BbIAbIXas AP, OECIIOMOIITHO
OIJISAIBIBASICh 110 CTOPOHAM, CJIOBHO CJIENIOM KOTEHOK B IOMCKAX
MaTepu.

— Karg, — menrasa oHa ApokaiyMu OT CTYKHU M cTpaxa IJia-
3amu, — Kats, Kats. ..

B kpomelHoM TbMe OHa BAPYT YCJbIIAga Yer-TO CMeX I0-
ofaib. A 3ateM cTpaHHbIi 3BYK. Eie pas. U eme pa3. Tummna.
Tuxo.

Bepa cniyctunace ¢ ManeHpKoro Kpeuibla. HarrpaBus oHapb
B CTOPOHY JIaBOUKU (OHA MOMHWJIA, IJIe Ta Haxoausack), Bepa
MPULLLY PUIIACD.

Tam KTO-TO OB

Bunnmo, ee 1o4s.

Ha, na, ee nousb. OHa cuzena. ..

Ha xom-To eite.

Bepa namopiuia 6poBu. 3ateM oHa HarpaBuia Jyq (poHapst
HU JIMIIA JIOJeH, YTOOB! YOeaUThCSl B TPEBOXKHBIX jAoraakax. U
OHH, K €€ yXkacy, OlpaBAAIUCh.

— D! — B3Busrnyna Katsi, npukpsiBasich pyKou OT CBETa.

— Kars... — Ucniyctiiia Bepa tTuxuy menor.

Jloub ee OBICTPO CHPBITHYJIA C CUASINETO HA CKaMelKe MapHs.
ToT, cyas o HeJIOBKOMY KalllTIo, CUJIBHO CMYTUJICS. BypkHYB e
YTO-TO Ha MPOIIAHBE, OH MOCHEUIN UCUE3HYTh.

Bepa noponuia k Kare, rHeBHO c:xumast poHapUK B pyKe.



— Ila y6epwu 1ol ero! — Karsi cipsitania Mio oT cBeTa.

— Te1 uto ycrponna?! Tel uto ycrpounnal!

— He opwu, He no3opb MeHst!

— 3710 Tl MeHs No3opuilb! Thl BUaena Bpems? Tel moueMy He
6epemb Tpyoky? I'ne o1 6bi1a? C kem? Kto 310 Ob11?

— TeGe Beab HE MHTEPECHO, C KEM 51 OOIIAIOCh !

— D10 He obmIeHue, He ooOieHue! BhL... BBI. .. BB 3Ty CKaMe-
KY...

— Onopouniu, onopouniu! Ckaxu 31o, Hy! — VcromHo npo-
poryasia Kars, apasus Bepy, X0Ts Ta ¥ He MOIJIa XOPOLIO pas3Iiisi-
JIeTh SI3BUTEJIbHOM MUMUKU Jo4epu. — [la kakas Tebe pa3HMIIa,
YTO s 37€Ch TBOPIO?!

Bepa cxBaruia qo4b 3a IJ1€40 U BCTPSIXHYIIA.

— Kakas pasznuna?! Yro tBopumb?! Tel... — OHa HaKJIOHU-
JIaCh K HEW, MPUHIOXaBIIMCh. — bl MbsiHast !

— IIbsanan?! — OwipkHyna Kars, orrankusas ee ot ceds. — S
TeOs1 yMOJISIio! ..

— U1 Gypenis yMOJIATh, KOT/IA 5 3aKpoIo TeOs1 B KOMHATE, YTOOBI
Thl OTTY/A HE BBIXOAWIA KaK MUHUMYM Hefeso!

— Yero-0-0?! — [Ipotsanyna Kats B rimyObOKOM BO3MYIIIEHUU. —
51 6yny kpuuats!

— Hy, n xpuun! Kpuku! — Bepa TonHyna Horou u ynapuia
(ponapem BO3IYyX.

— byny! — N Kars, Hanpsirasi Mbliiiiipl, 3aKpuyaia MpoH3U-
TEJIbHO, OIJIYIIUTEbHO.

Bepa Bca 3agpozkana ot crbiia 1 HerofgoBanusA. OHa ¢ onackon



OIJIsIABIBAJIACK, OOSICh YBUIETh Ha OAJKOHE Pa303JIEHHBIX KUTE-
sei. OHa Kycasia HOrTH, opasia Ha Kario B oTBeT (4To ¢ TpygoM
€yl 1aBaJIOCh, €1, PEIKO MOBBIIIAIOIIEN TOJIOC).

— 0-0-0-0, 3amomuu! 3A-MOJI-UA! — U ona, 3axMypuB-
IIKCh, YJapuJia ee MO JIUIY CO BCeW CHUJIBL.

Kpuk neBoukm obGopsasicsi. Termepb ObLT CIBIIIEH TOJBKO
XPUII, BCXJIMIBIBAHUE U TsDKeNoe AbixaHve Bepbl.

Tenepb TeMHOTa He nomelaia Bepe yBuaeTs ncnenensonmia
B3MJISLL TOpsIIIMX a3 pouepu. OHa Jepxanach 3a IeKy, JbIa,
CJIOBHO Pa3bsIPEHHBIN ObIK, ¥ CMOTpEJia Ha MaTh C TaKOW HEHa-
BUCTHIO, UYTO Y Bephl B ropsie 3acTpsiji FTOPbKHil KOM.

— Ilonumato, noyemy nana yiesn ot Teds1. — [Iporieauna ona,
MOYTH He pa3xumasi ry0, u, HAMEpeHHO 3a/1eB Tuievo Bepsl, yiia
pOYb.

Kk

«$1 momock. Hukora sToro He fenana v, Hajielch, He Oyy.
Ho ceituac g momocs. Y momoch Tede, Mama. Mama, MHE CI10X-
HO. §l He Takas cwibHasA, Kak Thl. [TocMoTpy Ha MeHs. 3Haro,
ThI MeHs1 BUMIIb. OTTy/Ia BOOOIIE Bce BUIHO XOPOIO. B3risau
Ha MO€ YIPYYEHHOE, U3MOXKJIEHHOe JuIo. O HET, 1 HE KAMEH-
MK, 51 HE IaxTep. S mpocTo TIeAyIIHAs, «IpokKallasi TBApb».
He cnpasinsiiock. He BbiHOIIY. MHE CI0KHO CMUPHUTBCS C TEM,
YTO MO JKU3Hb MPOJIETENa, Kak MaJleHbKasi MyIIKa U3 OKHa. Tak
obicTpo. Tak monauenocHo. U B3ristHu. Yepes yac MHE COpOK



JIET, a TAKOE YYBCTBO, YTO I CHaJla KAK MUHUMYM JBa/ILIaTh JIET,
Y BOT, IPOCHYJIaCh — cTapasi, He )kuBIlas HU aHA. He xuna! f ve
*una, Mama! 1 mymana, uto xuBy, korna OH ObLT psIOM, KOT/Ia
Kars Tonbko poauiach, Korjaa y Hac Obula cembsi, WM, — Kakas
pasHuia? — BUAUMOCTb ceMb. [1o KpaitHell Mepe, Torja s 4yB-
CTBOBAJIa CMbICJI TPOCHIIaThes. lymana, 4yTo 3Hat0. A cenyac. ..
Bce nponurano ropeysto. Bee cyxo, kKak BO pTy BO BpeMmsi CTpalll-
Hou xaxabl. O na, xaxapl. Kaxnaa. VcneiteiBato 310. VIMEHHO
910. MHe Obl Boabl. Bomsl miorok. Beero miotok... 3Haens. ..
3Haelllb, TAKOW BOJbI, KOTOPYIO s MIJIA U3 KOJOALA, KOrga Mbl
e3muti K 6adymike. Tol moMumis,? OHa BCe IOATPYHUBAJIA, YTO
KO304YKOH cTaHy. AX, aa jayurre O ko3oukoi! S Obl yoexkaia Ky-
Ja-HuOyNb B T0JIe, BOJIbHAS, CHIIbHASI, cBOOOAHAs. A uTto? Tuc-
ku. Kangasnsl Ha Mom pykax u Horax! A BOT Obl 0OparTHO... 00-
paTtHo...».

CnoBa obopsasuch B roioBe Bepel. OHa yBuaena Ha Oes-
00JIaYHOM HeOe MHTaloIyI0 3Be3]ly, MEJICHHO TepeceKaronIylo
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. DTO caMmoJIeT. [0 TOro oH Jeres1 MeAJIEHHO, YTO
Ka3aJioch, OyAATO OH M BOBCE CTOMT Ha MecTe.

Bepa xmbikHyJI1a.

HeoxuganHo Noys1 XONIOJHbII BETEP.

CeronHst HOYb Takasi TerIast U MsrKasi, Kak mapy JTHeu Ha3aj.
Ho oHo 1 noHsTHO. Benp 310 niepes ee AHEM pOXKIEHUS MOroja
yxyamaercs. Ceiduac, HEMHOTO TIOHOCUTCS BETEP U HATOHUT TY-
9M, a KyJa ke 0e3 0XK/s B TAKOU «IPEeKPACHBIN MPa3IHUK» ?

«/la, Ha3ax, — MPOIOIKWIIA OHA BHYTPEHHUM MOHOJIOT, — MHE



Obl Ha3aa. Korga ... korja ToJpKo MOJIOKO Ha Tyfax 0O0COXJIO.
[lyctb miynasi, mycTh HaWBHAsI, HEOIIBITHAS TaKasi, JaKe JIeTKO-
MBICJIEHHas1, HO BeJlb IoHas. .. Emie oHas. LBeryas».

Crasio 3s0K0. [loexuBimch, oHa, MOTUPast PyKH, OMyCTHIIa
r1asa. Kro-To Beiesn us nognesaa. .. Kakasg-to BiaoOieHHas na-
pOUKa. ..

Bepa meuraTenpHO B310XHYJIA.

«lla, 1, MOXeT ObITh, U CAMOE YHBUIOE MIJIEKOIHUTAIOIee Ha
IUIaHeTe cerlvac, HO MHE ke... MHe TOXe XO4eTCsl pPOMAaHTHKHU.
He Takoe, xorga y TeOsi 1o TprictTa poMaHoB 3a nosroaa. OHo 3a-
yem? Het. HemHoxko. CoBceM 4yTh-uyTh. MajieHbKYIO IIENOT-
Ky mo0BU. U ee xaxay Tak J0Aro yxe OT cOOCTBEHHOH 10Ye-
pu. Ckaxu, Mama, g 3aciyxuia? 5 takasg HuUKyapiHaA? Yro-to
He Tak jienao? Tebe Buanee! Hy ckaxu! Hy mouemy Thl Be4HO
MOJTYUIIIB? ! ».

Omna ygapuia KyJJakoM MOJJIOKOTHUK (JJO TOTO OHA TaK 4acTo
NpoBOAMJIA Ha OAJKOHE KPEecso, YTO MOCTaBWIA CIOAa CTapoe,
00MTOE BOMJIOKOM KPEcCio).

«Bynp oHa XOTs1 ObI CHUCXO/IUTEJIBHOM. .. A BeJlb OHa He MPO-
CTO paBHOAYIIIHAS, OHA...».

U eii crano He no ceOe 1ake OT MBICH, YTO JI0Yb MOXET OT-
HOCHUTHCS K Hell ¢ Tipe3peHreM. XOoTsl, 3T0 Ob110 oueBuaHO. KTo
YTOJHO JI0OrafaeTcsl, JIUIIb MPOCIEANB 3a TeM, Kak Karts cmorpur
Ha Bepy, He roBopsi yxe 0 ee oOpaIlieH|H K Hell.

MHoro pa3 Bepa npokpyuuBaia B rojioBe ClieHapuu JTy4dIlei
KW3HU, TJie OHa Oe3MEepHO CUaCTIMBA U BCEM Y/IOBJIETBOPEHA.



Bor ona otapixaer Ha Oepery okeaHa. Bot oHU ¢ ToYepbio KUBYT
B HOBOCTpoOUKe (dero Kars xenmana, kaxercs, cuibHee). Bor oHa
paboTaeT B KakoM-HHOY/b MpecTukHOM MecTe. Bot onu ¢ Kareii
JepiKarcs 3a pyKd, OONTAIOT, 1aXke CIJIETHUYAIOT, CJIOBOM, TIPO-
BOJIAT CBOOOTHOE BPeMsI TaK, KaK OHO M Tojiarajaock. A BoT u OH
psinom. Ee ObIBIIMIA My’K, HO TOJTBKO HBIHEIITHHUH.

Ho notoM oHa npochinanack, a BOKPYI BCE Ha CBOMX MeCTax.
Bor u crapas ofHyika, BOT U yiiepOHas padoTa ¢ MU3EPHO
3apIuUIaTod, BOT U HeOslarojapHas J04b, FOTOBasi CKOpee Mopy-
raThCsl, HeKEJIM HaJIaIuTh OTHOLIEHU S ¢ MaTepbio. M BOT ee MeH-
TaJIbHBIE PACCTPOMCTBA, BOT OECCOHHUIIBI, BOT CTpPECC, arnartusi,
HEBPACTEHUS. ..

«He mory. He xouy. He Haio Tak 6ombiite. Ho Hu4ero He mory
nozieniath ¢ 3TuM. ¢ 3actpsina, 6ynro B TpsicuHe. KonuenHast. 1o
BCE».

[lotom ee MO3I OTBJIEKCA U MPUHSAJICS CUMTATh CO3BE3AMS Ha
HeOe. Ho HMKakuX OCOOEGHHBIX CIIeTeHWi Bepa He Haxomuia.
Bon masnast mensenuiia, BOH OOJbIIas. . .

«4 nmero nipaBo Ha *kesnanue. Ha xenanue, KOTOpoe JT0JIKHO
cObIThbes. OHO 06s13an0 cObIThCs. XO0Ts1 Obl PA3 B JKU3HM KTO-
TO TaM, HaBEpXY, AOJKEH MeHs yciblinarh. Crenarh Tak, Kak s
nporty, xotst 661 PA3! OJUH PA3!».

Bepa pesko Bckoumnia ¢ kpecina. Ilnen, uro jexan Ha ee Ko-
JIEHSIX, CBAJIUJICS] HA HOTH.

— 4 ycrana! §1 xod4y NpoCHYThCS ONATh MaJ€HbKOW JIEBYOH-
KoM, 6e3 padoThI, 6e3 MPOIIJIOro, KOTOPOe Tally Ha ropoy, 0e3



HOIOINEH CIMHBI, O3 ITOro KjenMa «MaTepu-OJIUMHOUKH», BJle-
NIMBIIErOCs MHE MPSIMO B 100! — Prruasia oHa, a meHa codnpasachk
B yronkax ee ryo. — A! Jla! He xouy nouepu! Yoepute 310 0TpO-
abe! He Hy:)xHa mHe noub! f cama, cama xody ObITh JIEBYIIIKOM,
MO/IPOCTKOM, TJIYTIBIM, TOJIBKO BCTYMAIOIIUM B X13Hb! BepHurte
MHe aetcTBo! BepHure!

Bepa He 3Hana, k KoMy oOparaercs. Kpuku ee pacTBOpsUIUCH
B BO3/IyXe, IOYTU MOPO3HOM. [ 7ie-To Ha ynuile 3apeBesia CUrHa-
JM3aIvsl B MallIiHe.

Jlerkue Bepel uyTh 11 HE pa3pBIBAIACH, OHA BCE KATHO [Ibl-
11aja, CJIOBHO Npo0exkasa 1esblil ropoj] 0e3 OCTAaHOBKH.

OHa iocTHriia CBoero SMOIMOHAIBHOTO MUKa. Eciu yenosex,
9TO CYIIECTBO YYBCTBYIOIIIEe, TO Bepa ceifuac kak HUKoraa Obia
JKUBOU.

JKeHIHBI BepHY1ach 00paTHO B KOMHaTy. [lomeTaBmmch u3
yIJia B yroJl CBOeH crajibHu, OHa OpOCUIIACh Ha KYXHIO.

Tam oHa Hanuia Mayky cHOTBOopHOro. Hanms cebe rpaHeHbIi
CTaKaH BOJbI, BBICHIIIAB TOPCTKY TaONeTOK ceOe Ha JIaJoHb, OHa,
4yTb JIM HE YKYCUB PYKY, 3yO0aMM 3axBaTuiia MWIIONA. A MOTOM
cTaja MmuTh, ¢ TpyaoM miotast. CTpyiKu BOAbI TEKJIH IO €€ MO~
OOpOMIKY U IIIee. . .

— To1 ytO fenaems? — Paznancs ronoc 3a cnuHou. Bepa, enBa
JI HEe TIOIaBUBIIUCH, OOEPHYJIACh.

— Kara?

— Tol IbeIIB, Kak coOaKa.

Bepa, BeITHpast pOT U HOC, U3JaJIa CMEIIIOK.



— Cnacu6o. HaBepHoe, Tak ¥ BHIIJISIAUT CO CTOPOHHI. . .

Kars nmogomia Kk Her, CMOTpsl HA HEE CTPAHHO.

— TbI yero?

— Toxe nuth xouy. — OHa omycTHIa ria3a v yBujeaa Kopoo-
Ky. — 910 4T0?

— IT0... JEKapCTBO.

— Tw1 3a00m€0a?

— Her. 4... ycHyTb HE mory.

Kars noskana niueyamu, ciierka OTTOJIKHYJIa MaTh, YTOOBI Ta HE
3aHMMaJIa JIMIITHETO MeCTa, 0CTajia CBOM CTaKaH 1 HajIuia cede
BO/IBL.

Y Bepsl 0osesnio ropno, B kelynke KpyTuio. VcmyraBimch
9THX HENMPUATHBIA ONTYIIEHNI, OHA TIOCTIeTIIIA K ce0e B KOMHa-
Ty.

«HyxHO nieus criath 1 Bee npouner. [Iponaers.

[NepeoneBiuch B cTapylo HOUHYIO pyOallky W mtaHbl, Bepa
IOPKHYJIA B Y3KYIO KPOBATKY, HATSIHYJIA HA ceOsl MEPCTSIHOE Ofie-
SUJTO M, CBEPHYBIIIUCH KAJIaYUKOM, 32KMYpPHJIach TaK, 4To 3a00-
JIeJIU BEKU.

«Cenyac. .. celiyac rnojgemcTByer».

Ha crenax ornyinarolie cTy4yaiy CTPEJIKH YacoB.

Bce pazppaxano Bepy, Bce Memano en yCrioKOUThCSl U pac-
CIaOUThCHI.

«Ceiyac Bce MOJIEUCTBYET, cerlyac s yCHY...».

N ona notepsisia co3HaHue.



Yacte 2. «[locae»

['maza oHa OTKpbUIa HEXOTS — CJIMIIIKOM SIPKUM OBUIT COJTHEY-
HBI} CBET.

[TpocHynack oHa, fexka Ha OOKY, TITyOOKO YTKHYBIIHCH JIUTIOM
B IyXOBYI0 Noayniky. [IoBepHYBIINCh HAa CIIMHY, OHA OTKMHYJIA
B cTOpoHY ofesuio. [TpoBess pyko# 1o KHUBOTY, Kak OHa OOBIYHO
Jenana, OHa ¢ JIETKUM Yy/IUBJIEHHEM OOHAPYKWJIA. .. IUIOTHOCTh?
Ona He 3Haza, KaKk 3TO HA3BaTh, IOTOMY YTO OOBIYHO €€ Mallb-
IIbI JIETKO MEPECUUTHIBAIN pedpa M HaTHIKAJIKMCh Ha OCTphie Oefl-
PEHHbIE KOCTH. A ceifyac... Bce ObUIO MSTKO, POBHO, CJIOBHO. ..
CJIOBHO 3a HOYb OHa HaOpaJsia HECKOJIbKO KUJIOIPaMMOB.

Bepa HaxMypuitach, IOTOM MOAHSJIACH C KPOBAaTH U MOTSHY-
nace. Ceituac oHa ObUIa IPUATHO YAWBIIEHA, TaK KAK BIIEPBBIE Y
Hee He CTPEJISUIO B CIIMHE M HE HbLIa 1Ies.

[Nouecas 3aTbUIOK, OHAa OTMETHIIA TIPO ceOsl HEOObIYANHYIO Y-
CTOTY BOJIOC, a 3aTEM...3aTEM, 3allyCTHUB B HUX MaJIbLIbl, OHA I10-
HsJIa, YTO 32 HOYb HE TOJIBKO €€ TEJIO MOMPABUIIOCh, HO TaKXke
BOJIOCAM B3JIyMaJIOCh YIJIMHUThCA. IlepBas BoaHA morpsceHus
ynapuina Bepy.

CmoprHyB neseHy B IMa3ax, Bepa nocmorpena Ha OyIuIbHUK
(OymMUTBHUK,, KOTOPBIY OBLT TIOZIAPEH ellle B JeTCTBe OA0YIIKOW) 1
MOMEHTAJIFHO B30O/IpUIach, TIOHSB, YTO OMA3/bBAET HA PadboTy
YK€ Ha LeJIbIX JIBa Yaca.

— He moxer ObiTh! — BckpukHyia oHa, KOrjia yBujiena Ha Ja-
cax «10:00». Ha cexynmy oHa 3a;ymasnach HaJ| TeM, Kak HeOObIU-



HO TPO3BYYas ee rojioc — 0osee 3By4HBbIN, OoJiee BHICOKHIA, 00-
Jie€ CWJIbHBIK. . .

Hecmorps Ha 1o, yto Bepa npocnana, ¢ KpoBaTty OHa CIIPbIT-
HyJIa (MMEHHO cripbirHyaal) 6e3 Tpyaa ¥ OIpoMeThI0 TTOHECIaCh
B BaHHYIO.

— Kars, BcraBait! — [Ipokpuyaiia oHa 1o 1opore.

He 3akpbIB 3a cOOO¥ JBepb, OHA JIMXOPAJOYHO BKIIIOUMIIA
KpaH, HaOpaja BOJbl MOJNHBIE JIAJIOHU U YMbUIACh. BIpsiMUB-
IIKCh, YTOOBI BHITEPETH JIUIIO TIOJIOTEHIIEM, OHA BIIEPBBIE 32 YTPO
NOCMOTpeJa Ha cBoe oTpaskeHue. [Toka Boma crekana o ee 6po-
BSIM, PECHHUIIAM, HOCY U CPbIBAJIACh C MOAOOPOJIKA B PAKOBUHY,
OHa OLUEJIOMJIEHHO CMOTpEJa Ha CBOE JIUALIO.

Kakoe oHa BuJe/la B CEMHALIATh JIET.

D10 OBUIO yXke He OCYHYBIIIEECs JIMIO, KaKoe ed Tpe/ICTaB-
JISI0Ch B 3€pKavie Mocie/IHee BpeMsl, HO PyMsIHOE JIMYUKO 3/10-
POBOrO 11BeTa. BpoBU 1 pecHUIbI ryCThie, 3e/ieHble, — He 00JI0T-
Hble! — OrecTsime 171a3a; ryobl, MO-MpeXHeMy TOHKHE, Terepb
OBbLTM pPO30BBHIMU U HEKHBIMHU, a HE OJIETHBIMH ¥ ITOTPECKABIIIH-
mucs. [laxxe Ha HOCy, Kak U TOTAa, B MOAPOCTKOBOM BO3pacTe,
cnabo BUHENUCh BECHYIIIKH — YKpailieH!si BecHbI.

JIutio ee yxe 06coxJ10 camo 1o cede, MoKa OHa CTapaiach pac-
CMOTPETh KaX/Iyl0 €ro YepTOUKY.

Bropas BonHa notpsicenus enpa He cOmna Bepy ¢ Hor.

Oma 3axMypusIach U30 BCEX CUJI, TakK, YTO 3a00IeNu I1a3a, 1
pe3Ko pacriaxHyia Beku. Korna sipkue nsiTHa pacTBOPUJIMChH, OHA
YBUJEJIA BCE TO € MOIPOCTKOBOE JIULIO.



OTpaxeHue B 3epKaJie HUKy/Ja He UCYe3JI0,  OHA — HE TIPOCHY-
nace. Korma yenoBek cnuT, OH 3TOr0 HE OCO3HAET, KAKMMHU OBl
yKaCHbIMU BUJIEHUSI HU ObLTM. A pa3 omryiieHus: Bepsl Obuin
CJTMIIIKOM peaJibHbl, ¥ caMa OHA MpeObiBajia B pa3yMe, TO BCe Ceil-
9yac MPOUCXOAUIIO HasIBY.

Bepa 3akpplia auno JIagoHAMU, 3aTeM OTAepHy/Ia ux. Her.
Bce T0 xe, Bce 1o *ke, Bce Ha Mecte! Ho He MoxeT ObIThb, HEMBbIC-
Jumo!

Omna xJyiecTHysa ceOe Mo IeKe, YMbUIACh elle pa3, HAPOYHO
NPUKYCHJIA SI3BIK, 3alllMIalIa BCE CBOE TEJI0, HO HUYETro He OMO-
ra’jo.

— Yro 3a Open?.. — Y Hee BBIPBAICS UCTEPUYECKUIN CMEIIOK.
Omna noiimMarna ce0s1 Ha MBICIH, YTO MPOCTO HE MOXKET OTOPBATh
a3 ot cebs. Ceituac oHa, Oe3yCIOBHO, HE OTJaBajla OTYeTa B
TeX 4yBCTBaX, YTO 3apOXKJAIUCH IJIe-TO Ha (POHE MAHUKU U T0-
TpsICEHUSI: TO ObLJIO YIOBJIETBOPEHUE U JJaKe PaioCTb.

Her, y Hee HaBepHsKa noMyTHiIcs paccynok. Miu 3penue ee,
B KOHLIE KOHIIOB, IOKMHYJIO. 1IHaue Kyza 1enuch MOpILUHBI, KY-
Ja JeJch TeMHbIe KPYrd MOj I71a3aMu (CTaBlIME €l BepHBIMU
CIyTHUKaMU TMOCJeJHUE HECKONbKO JieT?)? OTuero ee 0ObIYHO
Oreksiasi, cepast Koxa Terepb CBeTHIach? TOro He MOIJIO OBITh
Ha CaMOM JieJIe, TO BCEro JIMILb FAJUTIOLMHALUSA. Imo 2arnouu-
HAauus.

Korpa Bce criocoObl BEpHYTHCS B peasibHbIi MUP ObUTH UCUep-
TIaHbI, OHA BbIOEXkasla U3 BaHHOW B KoMHary Kartu. BueparHss
ccopa 3a0bpUTach MOMEHTAIBHO, U, OBITh MOJKET, 9TO MPOHCIIIe-



crBue 00beanHUT ux? Her, nHaye v ObITh HE JOJIKHO!

Ho B KoMHate ObLJIO ITyCTO.

Cepmiie Bepbl OM10Ch TITyX0, pyKH ¥ HOTU OHEMEJTH.

KpoBatb Obl1a akKypaTHO 3acTelieHa, Ofiek1a U UTPYyIIKH, To-
JapEeHHBIE eHl ellle B pAaHHEM JIeTCTBE, ObUTN pacCTaBJIeHBI 110 Me-
CTaMm, a He KaK OOBIYHO — BOKPYT KPOBATH; ITOPBI 3aKPHITHI, T10-
BCIO/Ty TIOPSIJIOK M YUCTOTA, OyATO... OYATO. ..

ByATO HUKTO 371€Ch HUKOT/IA HE KUJL.

— Kars... — IlpomenTana Bepa, enBa aepxach Ha Horax. Ilo-
XOK€, JAE€BOYKA YIIa M3 JIOMa IOC/Ie BYEpalllHEN pa3MOJIBKH!
IT0 OHa BUHOBATa, KTO *e ere!

He tepsist Hu MunyTHI, Bepa BepHyJIach B TOCTUHYIO U, OTbIC-
KaB TeseoH, cTaja APoXKaNIMMU MaTbI[AMUA UCKaTh HOMEp JI0-
Jepu.

— la rae xe... re xe... — BopmMoTtana oHa B TIIETHBIX TIOUC-
Kax. D1o ObUIO Oosee yeM cTpaHHO, HO Bepa He caaBanach: oHa
Ha0OpaJia HoMep 10 MaMsITH.

«AOOHEHT BPEMEHHO HEJIOCTYTIEH. . .»

Bepa Haxmypuiiach, IpOCTHO B3IJIsIHYJIA Ha TejaedOoH U Mpo-
Kpuyaa:

— Kaxk 370, Hemoctynen?! He moxer ObiTh! — OHa 6pocuiia Te-
nepoH Ha KpoBaTh, a TOTOM CXBATUJIACh 32 TOJIOBY. Her, 31eck. ..
HET, 371eCh HeT HUYEero MUCTHUYECKOTO, YK 3/1eCh-TO ToYHO. Ha-
BEpHsIKa JEBOUYKA MPOCTO Pa303JIWIach U OTKIOUMIIA TenaedoH!
Ho re xe ee uckarn?

— B mkone, — ocenmio Bepy, — TouHO, B mkose!



N xots poct Bepsl ¢ cemHaalaty jJeT He MeHsICs, (popMbl
ee B MOJPOCTKOBOM BO3pacTe ObLIM HAMHOTO OKpyrjee, YeM B
TPUIIATh JEBSATh, U MOAOOPATh YTO-TO U3 OAEK/IbI ObLIIO CIIOK-
HO. Ho, K cuacTtblo, OHa cMOIJ1a HalTH yIOOHYI0 pyOalKky v Iiu-
POKYIO KOKaHYI0 100Ky JJO KOJIeH, KOTOPYI0 OOBIYHO HOCHJIA Ha
pEMHE (ceryac OH €l HE HYXKEH).

A BoOsOCHI!

Bonocel! Onu 6bun Takue jymHHBIE! W Takue cryTaHHbIe!
OHa Tak JaBHO HE pacuechiBaja Takue BOJOCHl, a Kars Haua-
JIa CITPABJIATHCA CO CBOEU KYIPSABOU KOITHOU yXkKe JIET B OJUHHA-
JATh.

Bepa oTbickaiia 1epeBsHHYIO pacuecKy y JO4YepH, MOIO0IIa K
COOCTBEHHOMY 3€pKaJly W MPHUHSIIACh OCTOPOKHO BOJIUTH €M 1O
Bosiocam. OHU OBUTH TeTieph He TEMHO-PYChIe, a CKOpee KarllTa-
HOBBIE; TIPSJIKA Ha BUCKAX €CTECTBEHHO 3aBUBAJIUCH, a HA JIOY. ..

[pbimm?!

[MpurnsaaeBmmcy M yOeaUBINKMCH, UTO €l He Kaxercs, Bepa
YPOHUJIA YETIOCTb.

— Yro 310?! — [IpommenTaia oHa ¥ MOTPSICEHHO MOKayaJia ro-
noBoi. — CTo JieT yxe Takoro He ObuIO!

[Tomumo 16a, OoJbIlle HUKaKasi 30Ha €€ Terepb CBEkKero Jiu-
1a He ObLTa aTakoBaHa. Bepa akkypaTHO TpoBesia MOIyIIeYKOn
yKa3aTeJbHOro MaJiblia OT JIOKOMHKHU MeXTy OPOBSIMH IO HOCY
K €ro KOHYMKY, 3aTeM M0 ry0am, Terepb 0osiee HeXKHBIM, OA00-
POIIKY, a BCKOpE MOIKJII0YIIIa BTOPYIO PYKY M CTajia Kak Obl Mac-
CUPOBATh IIEKU.



—3toro ObITh HEe MOXKeT. .. — [[lenTana oHa, CIOBHO MPHUBbHIKAs
K CBOEMY JIMIly U TeleperHeMy OOHMKY. — DTO He peajbHO. ..
DTO HE MOXkeT ObITh PeaTbHOCTHIO.

Korna sxeHiuHe, Tenepb yXe MOJIOAOM JEBYIIKE, BCE-TaKU
YAAJIOCh OTOPBATHCS OT CBOETO HOBOTO OTPAKEHM I, OHA CTPEMMU-
TEJIbHO OTIPABWJIACH HA TTOUCKU TEM K& MUCTUYECKUM 00pa3oM
MPOMABIIEN JT0YEpH.

Ei1 ka3anock, 4T0 OHa HJIeT OOHAKEHHASI, U KaXbIH MTPOXO-
KW CMOTPUT Ha Hee B ynop. Kak 6ynro Obl oHa OblTa MajieHb-
KOM JIEBOYKOM, pa3yKpacuBIIEU JUII0O MAMUHOM KOCMETUKOW U
BBILIE/IIEM B TAKOM BUJE HA YJIMIY — CTBIJIHO, HEJIOBKO, HEIIPU-
SITHO.

Horu y Hee mogkammBaiuch, HO SHEPrusi, MOANUTHIBAEMAst
CTPEeCCOM, HecsIa ee BIEpes.

B ronose y Bepbl Bce KpyTHIIOCh: «ITO COH, 3TO COH, 3TO
COH...»

Ho nyth ee mponomxkancs, BpeMs 110, a HUYEro He MeHsl-
Jock. OHa Bce B TOM ke TeJle, B KAKOM Obly1a JIECATKY JIET Ha3a]l,
a JI04b IPOJOJIKaJla UTHOPUPOBATh 3BOHKHU.

Bort, HakoHell, MOIOW/s1 K BOPOTaM ILIKOJIbI, OHA 3aMepiia Ha
MECTe, TOHUMAsl, YTO 3TO BHIIIE €€ CUJI. 3alUTH Ty/a, I11e KU
Jou (1eTH, IOAPOCTKH, UTO elnie Xyxke!), ObUIO MOCTYNKOM /IS
Hee HEMBICIIMMBIM U O€3pacCyIHbIM, KaK €CJIM MPbITHYTh B HOPY
C OBOJIaMH.

Ho uto nenats? OHa norepsiia J04Yb BCETO 3a HOYb, a IIKOJIA,



9TOT MypPaBENHUK, €TUHCTBEHHOE MECTO, IJI€ OHA MOXET HaXo-
JIUTHCS.

Bot oHa Bo1Lia Bo IBOp M 3aceMeHuIa K Kpbuibily. Ho crou-
JIO €M LIarHyTh Ha MEPBYIO CTYIEHbKY, KAK BAPYT pPaClaxHYyJIUCh
JBEPU U OTTYJA, KaK MEHKUCTOE IIAMIIAHCKOE U3 MPOPBaBLICHCS
OyTBUIKY, XJIbIHYJIA TONIA AeTeld. ByaTro o3BepeBIve, OHU HE BH-
nenv Bepy v 4yTh He cOMIM ee ¢ HOT.

Bepa omnyctriiach Ha KOJIEHM UM B3sj1ach 3a rosiosy. Jletu pa-
JIOCTHO KpUYajiv, 4TO-TO BOCKJIMIQIM, Bpone: «Ypa! Kapan-
TUH!», HO Bepa nocurrana, 4To ed MpOCTO CIBIIIMATCA.

— JleBouka, Thl 4ero, 4YTo MPOU30LILI0?

Bepa nonHsina royioBy U yBujena nepen coooil TUpeKTpUcy
mkosbl. [la, oHa TouHO 3Haa 310 Jimio. Ee Bepe npuiiiock Ha-
BEIIATh 3a MOCJIECAHUM IO IO HECKOJIBKO Pa3 U, K COXKAJICHUIO,
HE JUIsl TOTO, YTOOBI TIOC/TYIIaTh KOMIUIMMEHTHI, BHIHECEHHBIE ee
J0YepH.

— Yro cinyuunocs? [oxap? — Bepa Bckounia Ha HOTH.

— KapantuH. — OTBeTM/Ia Ta JaKOHUYHO. Ty4Has KEeHIIMHA
CpeHEro BO3pacTa MoIMpaBuiia CBOM KydepsiBble, Koe-Te moce-
JEBILIME, BOJIOCHI, M TIPUITYCTUJIA OYKU, OTKPOBEHHO-OLIEHUBAIO-
MM B3JISIIOM OKUJIbIBasi Bepy.

— Kapantun? — Bepa oroponiena. — B mae?!

— Tak, TeI M3 KaKoro kKjacca?

— A e Kara? — YV Bepsl 3apoxaro teio. OHa coBcem 3a0bl-
Jia 0 cBOeN TpaHcOpMalvK, U MOTYIJICHHbIN B3I AUPEKTPU-
CBI pa3Apaxail v Myraji €e OJHOBPEMEHHO.



— Kakas umeHHo?

— KonpnpatbeBa, kakas ere MHe MOXeT ObITh HykHa Kats?! —
Bepa enBa m He copBaiach B KpUK.

JlupeKTprca XMbIKHYJIA, IOXKaJja IJIeYaMu 1 3aIJIsHYyJIa B Ky p-
HaJl, KOTOPbI KPENKO MpWXkKHUMajia K MbIIHOW TPyOu PYKOU.
[IpunepxuBas Ipyro pykou OYKH, OHA BHUMATEJIBHO MPOIJIA-
JeJla KaxIylo CTPaHuUIly, a 3aTeM CKa3ala IpoCTo:

— Tako# y Hac HeT.

Bepa 3agoxnynace.

— Kak 310, HET?

— Hy Her, ner.

Bepa nocmorpena Beiie ucue3alolyM 3a IOMaMHU JIETAM, T10-
TOM MepeBesia B3MIsA]] Ha OTKPBITYIO IBEPb IIKOJIbI, OTKYIA TOJb-
KO YTO Hauyaiy BbIXoauTh yumuTtessi. Ouu Bcrpeuanu Bepy c ynus-
JICHUEM.

— HagepHoe, neBouka, KOTOpYIO Thl HIIEIlb, — OOpaTUIACh
K HEll TUPEKTpuUca, 3aMETUB PaCTepsHHOCTb Bepbl, — yuutcs B
apyroi mikone. Trl, HaBepHOe, NepernyTaia, BOT U BCe.

Bepa BoH3MIaCh B HEe I1a3aMu.

— Ilymaerte, — BO3MYTHJIACh OHA, — 51 HE 3HAIO, TAE YUYUTCS MOSI
oyYb?!

JIupekTpuca cMOTpesia Ha Hee C IPUOTKPHITHIM PTOM.

— I'ne mos oun?! — Beckpuuana Bepa, xBaTast 3a rieyu KeH-
nMHYy U Tpsicsl. — Otevaite! OTBeyvaiire!

Bepa He moMHuMIIa, KTO M KaK €€ OTTALWI OT MeperyraHHon
avpekTpuchl. Ho Oosbilie i He MO3BOMIIN JOHUMATh €€, 1 He



CJIMILIKOM BEKJIMBO IMPOTHAJIM 32 BOPOTA IKOJIBI.

Bepa ne nomnawia, Kyza nomuia gaisiie. [lokaunsasce, CoB-
HO IbsIHAs1, OHA OpeJia 1o yiuile, nepedupast B roJioBe CTy4IHB-
nieecs.

Wrak. Eit cemHaaiars, ee 104b Mnpomaja u Bce, KTO 3HaeT ee,
MIPUKHIBIBAIOTCS B 00paTHOM. Pa3Be B Takoe MOKHO MOBEPUTH?

Bepa noctositHHO OcTaHaBIMBaIACh MEPE] OKHAMU KaKOTrO-HU-
Oy/ib 3[1aHUs1, TILITASICh YJIOBUTh B HUX CBOE OTpaXeHHe, TOUuHee,
cBoe mpexnee orpaxkenue. Ho ner. OHa Buzena nepen codou
MOJIOJO€ JIMIIO, €IIE HEe YCESHHOE MOPIIMHKAMU WIA ITUTMEHT-
HBIMHU ISITHAMMU.

CrpanHo, a Beb 3TO JOJIKHO pafoBaTh Bepy.

Heyxenu 310 HE TO, Yero OHa Tak CTPACTHO KeJlajla HaKaHyHe
CBOEro JIHsA pokaeHus? Beap OHAa Tak OTYASIHHO MBITAJIACh BO3-
3BaTh KO BcesieHHoN, 4To TpynHO Teneps kajetb ee. Ee MokHO
JIMIIb YIIpeKaTh B B30AJIMOIITHOCTH, BOT U BCE.

«Kyna mue uatu? I'ne mae ee rckatb? A ecTh Ji1 OHa BOOOIIIE
B 3TOM. .. B 3T0M ropoge? Her, Her. Hazio BepHyThCS, Haf0 J1eub
CIaTh, a KOTjia MPOCHYCh — BCE MPOMJIET, KaK MPOCTyAa Ha ryoe.
Her-Her, 310 ipocto Open. f neperpynunach 1aBeya, a Ternepb
BOT... raJunonHaumu. Murpens. Bee HenpaBaa. 1o Henpas-
Ja».

Ho 4em nanbiiie oHa 1111, TEM SICHEE U YeTU€e OCO3HABaJIa CBOE
HOBOE, MOJIOJIOE TEJIO.

Bor tak Bot, Bepa! Hayto Ob110 ObITH OCTOpOKHEE C MEUTaMH,
Be/Ib OHU UMEIOT CBOMCTBO cObIBaThCsl! M Ha Kakioe *kenaHue



CBOE BpeMsi. A Thl Takasi HeTeprnearBas U BernblibunBast! Heinbss
NPeIbSIBIIATH peTeH3us BeenenHoit, ona 3toro He moouT. Bot
BUMIIIb, YTO ciyunsioch? OHa ogapuia Tedsl CloyiHA, Kak Thl U
3aKa3blBaja, a Thl IO-NIPEKHEMY HEIOBOJIbHA? !

W tak ObuTO Beerga: eciv Bepa m qoOMBasiach 4ero-To, TO B
CKOPOM BpPEMEHH KaJiesia 00 ITOM.

Ceituac ee cierka o0oApsiIa MbIC/Ib 00 HCIEISIONIEeM 3aBTpa
— 4TO, €C/IA CUJIa BOJIIIEOCTBA MCCSAKHET HA YTPO CIEAYIONIEro
nHsA? Torma oHa MpOCHETCs MPeXHEH. . .

CopokasieTHen.

HeypaBHOBeI11IeHHO.

Palorarortieii 3a rpoiiy KacCUpIIIen.

Marepbio-0TuHOYKOM.

HecuacrtHoi.

Bepa 3actonasna. [leMoHbI Tep3aiu ee 1o CTOPOHAM, a OHa Me-
Tajgack, He 3Hasi, B KAKOHM yrosi 3a0UThCsl.

Tak oHa J1o1u1a 10 IPOCTIeKTa. 31ech U 1o OyAHSIM Beer/a Obl-
JI0 MHOTO JTIO/Iel, B OCHOBHOM, MOJIONIeKH. BbL10 0051a4HO, HO 10-
BOJILHO Teruio. Jlerkoe TyHOBEHHS BEeTepKa Pa3HOCUJIO MO YJH-
e MPsSIHbIA apoMaT OyJ0oueK U MUPOKHBIX U3 KOHIUTEPCKUX U
TEpIKUI 3aMax MOJIEeBbIX [[BETOB, C KOTOPHIMU TaK KeJajlu pac-
CTaThbcsl 0A0YIIKU-TTPOJIABIIUIIBI, TIPUKPHIBAIOIIUE JIUIIA U TOJIO-
Bbl OTPOMHBIMU COJIOMEHHBIMU IILIsANaMu. [ 1e-To Helaneko ur-
pas1 6posiuril My3bIKaHT Ha CaKCO(DOHE UTO-TO OYEHb KPacuBOe,
HO TOCKJIMBOE. MUMO 1Y JIIOU: JIIOAU 3aHSThIE, JIIOIU PaAoCT-
HBIE, JIIOAU CEPAUTHIC, JIIOIU KUBBIE.



Bepa B 3TOT MOMEHT MOYyBCTBOBasIa ce0sl KAPTOHHOM JIEKO-
paryen, craTyel, HIKYEMHBIM ITPEIMETOM Mocpean ynuiibl. OHa
TIOHSJIA, YTO MUP BOKPYI' HEE HE U3MEHWICSA. BBICHIXAaeT 1IBETOK,
HO HE BC€ TOJIE.

Bepe xotenock nogdexath K IepBOMY BCTPEUYHOMY U, BCTPSIX-
HYB €ro 3a IUJIeYd, IPOKPHUYATh: «DU, HEYKEIU Bbl HE BUAMTE,
4YTO cO MHOM?! YTPOM $1 NPOCHYJIaCh MAJICHbKOM, a BEJJb MHE CO-
POK, MHE COpOK JIET ».

OHa CcJIOBHO HAXOAUJIACh B MAJICHBKOM IIUTIOTNKE TOC/ie Kopao-
JIEKPYIIEHUsT B OTKPHITOM, OyInylomemM Mope. 1o ObUT HepaB-
HbIIA 00 MOTYUMX BOJIH 1 Bepsl — 63 Becel, criacaresIbHOTO Ku-
JIeTa ¥ He yMeEIOILEN IJ1aBaTh.

[NokauuBasich, Bepa poriuia 10 nepBoy JaBOYKY U pyxHyJia Ha
Hee. 3aKphIB IV1a3a, OHa MOACTaBUIIA JIMLIO BBINISIHYBIIEMY COJTH-
1y, KOTOPOMY OHa OOBIYHO MpeInovYuTaIa J0XK/Ib U OCEHHIOI
npoxuany. Pykamu oHa aepxkanack 3a kpas JaBouku. Horu Obuiu
BBITSIHYThI, IITKU YIUPATUCh B 3€MJIIO.

Tesno ee MOMHOCTHIO paccaadMIIOCh, pa3ym ycrnokouscs. Jlu-
XopajKa OTIycTujIa co3HaHue Bepbl, oHa ¢ o0nerdeHrem BbII0X-
HyJa.

— T'ocnonu, — nienTana oHa, — Kak e CJI0KHO MOCTOSIHHO Y-
MaTb, AyMarh, 1ymarb. ..

WHTepecHo, a Kak 4acTo M Kak MHOTO OHa Jymasa, Oymydu
CEMHAJaTUJIETHUM TIOIPOCTKOM?

O HeT, 3TOT BO3PACT COBCEM HE MOIXOAUT ISl TIIyOOKUX U
3aBBILLIEHHBIX JYM. DTO BPEMsI OTKPBITUM — HOBBIX OLYIIECHWM,



YYBCTB, BOBMOKHOCTEM, TAJITaHTOB, yMeHUi1. Bpemsi, koraa kup-
MUYUKOM 32 KUPIUYMKOM MPOKJaAbiBaeTcsi gopora. M kakoi
CJIO’KHOM 3Ta IOpOra MOXeT ObITh WU, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HEMpa-
BWJILHOM M O€CIIOIE3HON — HE BOBHMKAET U MBICIIH.

Pa3Be Bepa He meutana o ToM, 4TOOBI BEPHYThCSI OOPATHO B
cBoM Jryuriive rofbi? Y HuKakoi paboThl, HUKAKOTO cTpecca, Oec-
COHHHII, CCOP C IOYEPHIO U...

N camoii nouepu.

Tak mouemy :xe oHa He pajga?

[louemy el mo-npexHeMy OAMHOKO, CTPAIIIHO, IPYCTHO U TsI-
xkes0? Pa3se Tak OHO JOKHO OBIJIO OBITH CHOBA B IOHBIE CEMHA-
NIAaTh Jiet?

OpnHako B TOT MOMEHT, MOKa Bepa Hexuiiach noj, COMHIEM,
rojioBa ee Obuia mmycra. TobKO Hepa300pUKBbIE KAPTUHKH MeJTh-
KaJI B CO3HAHWU, He 3a/IepXKUBasiCh Oojiee YeM Ha rapy CEKyH/I.

B Terne ee Obu1a MycTOTa, CJIOBHO BCE €€ OpraHbl, KOCTH U Jaxe
cama Jiyla pacTBOPHJIUCH, M TeTlepb OHa Oblila HaloJIHEHa BO3-
JTyXOM.

Cupena oHa psiIoOM C OTKPHITBIM JIETHUM Kade, OTKyaa I0OHO-
CHJIMCh KaKasi-TO POMaHTUYHAS MEJIO S M YCTaJIble FoJIoca yMO-
PUBILIMXCSI BKYCHOM €101 1 kapoii mofeil. OHa He MpUCTyIlrBa-
Jlach J10 TeX TMOp, MOKa CPeu CIUIETeHUH JIIOJCKUX TOJIOCOB He
yJIOBUJIa 3HAKOMble HOTKU. [ 1a3a Bepsl MHCTUHKTUBHO PacKphl-
JICh, KaK Y COO0aKH, B Yel HOC PE3KO ymapwil 3arax KojOachl,
KOTOPOH Jpa3HUJICS €€ XO351MH. BBIPSMUBIIKCE, OHA COCPEIO-
TOYMJIACh HAa 3TOM 3BYKE, KOTOPBII OBUIO TaK CJIOKHO YJIOBUTH HA



PacCTOSIHUMU.

Ta e MHTOHALMSA, TOT )K€ TOPTAHHBIM CMEX, TE K€ BEYHO Ipe-
PHIBAIOIINE PA3rOBOP «a, HABEPHOE, HABEPHOE».

Horu Bepsl oHemenu, cepiie Iiiyxo 3a0uiochk. Y Hee Obl-
JIO COCTOSIHUE UYEJIOBEKA, YCIBIXABIIETO MOI03PUTENBHBIN 1IYM B
COCEJHEN KOMHATE HOYBIO, XOTS OH KUBET B KBAPTUPE COBCEM
onvH. Haio 661 mpoBepuTh — HO HE XBaTaeT cMeNocTu. BoT u ceii-
yac Bepa Oostiiack 00epHYTbCSI, XOTS [IIs1 IOATBEP:KAEHUS J10Ta-
JIOK €/ OCTaJIOCh C/IeaTh BCETO JIUIIb OJIUH KECT.

B HepemmTenpHOCTH OHa Kycalla U3paHeHHbIE BETPOM U TEMHU
ke 3y0amu ryObl. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA TTpeojiosiesia camy ceost
Y TIOBEPHYJIACh.

Cupena oHa COBCEM pAIOM € Kade U MOIJIA C JIETKOCTBIO pas3-
DJISIZIETh KQK/IOTO ero rocts. Tak, Onvke K ylIuie |, CiieioBa-
TEJIbHO, K Bepe cujiena napa My K4rHbl U KeHIIMHBL. B OCHOBHOM
pas3roBapuBajl MyX4MHA, aKKOMITAaHUPYs ce0e pyKaMu, a KeH-
IIMHA KPOTKO KMBAJIA /1A MMUJIa YTO-TO U3 OEJION KPYIJION YalllKH.

Bepa npuiypunacek; B Hee ynapuia MOJIHUS.

He Braziest co6oii, OHa MOAHSIIACh CO CKAMENKH, B YIIOP TS
Ha MYKYHMHY, b€ JIIIO €l ObLIO MPEKPACHO BUIHO (Y JKEHIUHBI
OHa BHJIeJA JIMIIb TOJIOBY M MHOTA MPO(UsIb, KOI/la OHA HE3a-
METHO MEHsJIA 03y WM CMOTPENA B CTOPOHY).

Bepa THXOHBKO Kavajia rojioBoM, Kak Obl OTpHIIAst TO, YTO BHU-
nena. tak, 310 TpeTbe noTpsiceHue 3a ieHsb. IIpekpacHo, uTo xe
ee JXIET Jajpie?

Te ke ppUKHe TYCThIe BOJIOCHI, Ta XK€ IMHPOKast YIbIOKa O0b-



IIOr0 PTa M JIB€ IMOYKM Ha MIPABOM IIEKE, KECTKasl EeTUHA, PO-
IMHKA Ha BEepXHEW CKyJe TOW ke MpaBoM IEeKH, OOraTtoi mpu-
YyJaMu BHEITHOCTH, TTPOH3UTEJIbHBIE caripupoBbIe I71a3a, TaKue
JIyYMCTBhIE, TAKKE UCKpslecs; Bepa nepecrasna KayaTb rOJI0BOM,
KOI/la y3HaJla B JIMLIE 9TOr0 YeJIoBeKa J1aXke camble MEJIKUEe Yep-
ThI, HAITPUMED, IIIPaM, PACCEKAIOIINH, — TIPaByi0! — OpOBb, KPYII-
HblE BECHYIIIKM Ha TOpOMHKE HOCa, U OyATO MpbIramiue OpoBu,
HE MOMNaJaolMe B TaKT BCEd MUMUKH JIULIA.

¥ Bepsl nepexBatuio IpIXaHKe; CEPALIE TENEPh CTYYallO OIIIy-
HIUTESTHHO U OBICTPO, TaK U HOPOBSI BBIPBATHCS U3 TPY/IH.

Tak cTpaHHO BUJETH CITYCTSI Ye€ThIPHA/IATH JIET CBOETO OBbIB-
1Ier0 My’a B MOMEHT KYJIbMUHALIMK Pa3BOPAYMBAIOIINXCS B €€
CKYYHOU Aocelie *KU3HU uyjec, B KOTopble Bepa HUKoraa He Be-
puia.

Tak cTpaHHO BHJETh €T0 ceiiyac, B OObIYHbIN OyJHUH JICHb, B
0ObIYHOM Kadpe, rie cpeHsis 1ieHa 3a 00e]] He paBHSETCS IeCSITU
€BpO, K YEMY ITOT UYEJIOBEK SIBHO MTPUBBIK.

Tak cTpaHHO el BUAETb €ro IMocjie TOro, Kak OTIyCTHIIA TO-
CJIE/IHIOI0 HAJIEXKy Ha 3Ty BCTpEuy.

Tak cTpaHHO.

Terepb nmepen Bepoii BcTan BHIOOP: MPOJOIKUTH CMOTPETH JI0
TeX Top, TIOKA TOT He 3aMETUT U el TIPUJIETCS OOPaTUThCS B Oer-
CTBO WJIH Xe. ..

Kakum ObLT BTOpO#i BapraHT?

Yro oHa MOIUIa elle CAeaTh?

DTO YTO-TO JOMKHO KOHTPACTUPOBATD C MIEPBHIM BAPUAHTOM.



DTO YTO-TO JOIKHO MPOTUBOPEUUTH Jake caMoil ee, BepuHoid,
npupoye. TO YTO-TO JIOJDKHO TyraTh ee, HaBOJWTh Ha YkKac,
VAUBJISATh, TIOpaXaTh. JIefCTBUsI, KOTOpbIe OHA He TIO3BOJIsLIA Ce-
Oe Jake B CaMbIX CMEJIBIX MeuTax.

DT1oT BHIOOP Mora Obl caenats. .. Kars.

BHesarHO Bcst HEYBEpEHHOCTh, TaKOE JIONTOe BpeMsi CKOBBI-
Batorasi Bepy, npeBpatuiace B nieries1. OH pa3Heccs 10 BETpY,
ocCTaBJisis CBOOOTHOE MECTO Il HOBOTO, paHee 4yxkjoro Bepe
Ka4yecTBa, KOTOPOE M TOJKHYJIO €€ B TOT MOMEHT Ha TaKOH IO-
CTYTIOK.

Bepa nopionna k orpaze kade, ynepiach B Hee APOKAIIUMU
pyKaMH |, HAKJIOHUBIIIKCh K MYXXUWHE, YCTaBUBIIIETOCs Ha Hee
C IPUOTKPHITHIM PTOM (IO 3TOr'0 OH YTO-TO paccKa3biBajl CBOEH
CIYTHULIE), CIIPOCHJIA!

W MyX)urHa, ¥ )KSHIIMHA BCKUHYJIM OpPOBU, HO MPOMOJTYAIIH,
CKOBaHHBIe yauBieHueM. KeHImyHa B3s/1a Jamky kKode (MoOKHO
OBLIO IOrafaThCs MO 3araxy) U OOJOKOTUIIACHh HAa CITMHKE CTYJIa,
Kak ObI TOTOBSICH K TIPEJICTABJICHUIO, 3apaHee OMPE/IeINB, UTO OHO
Oy/IeT 3aHUMAaTEIIbHbIM.

MyxuuHa ke, HakoHell, oOpeJ JroOonbITcTBO. OH cllerka mo-
JIaJIcs BIiepe] K JIMiry Bepsl v ckaszaur mpocTo:

— Jla, 04eHb XOpOLIO.

Bepy 3as1ien1a ero HacMenuMBasi peakiivsi, HO OHa MOIbITAJIACh
HE TepsATh caMo00JIaJaHue.

— HaBepHoe, y Tebs1 MHOro cBOOOTHOTO BPeMEHH, U Thl 3HA-
elllb, KaK TIPOBeCTH ero ¢ komdoproMm. Ho cTpaHHO, YTO THI BbI-



OpaJi Takoe. .. CKy4HO€ MECTO, YUUTHIBASI TBOE TIOJIOKEHHE.

Y MyX4MHBI BBIPBAJICSI CMEIIOK, a KEHIIWHA YJIBIOHYJIACH,
NIPUHUKAs TyOaMHM K Jalllke, He OTIMBAs HAaITUTKa.

Bepa coBceM nepecrana 3aMevars ero ciytHuly. B none ee
3peHUs1 Ternepb MOMEeNIAICsl OJUH JIUIIIb OH.

— JeBymika. ..

— A el Thl yke Bce pacckazasi? — Bepa KuBHyJIa B CTOPOHY
’KEHIIMHBI, HE OTpbIBas a3 OT Myx)xuuHbl. — Hy, umelo B Buy,
YTO ThI JIOOUIIIB 3eJICHBIN Yaii Co CIMBKaMu Oe3 caxapa, cepral
«Jlpy3bsi», a B qyIiie moouIib nets necHio JJumbr bunana «[1po-
TUB IPaBUI» ?

Ona BbIIAJIMJIA 3TO HA aBTOMATe, HO CIIyTHUIIA YCIIENa YIIOo-
BUTh KaXJI0€ CJIIOBO W CIJIOTHYTh HAMMTKOM BbIPHIBAIOIIMICS
cmex. MyKuMHa e HaCTOPOKUJICS, 4 B3I €r0 HAIPArcs CJIOB-
HO TETHBA JIyKA.

— To1 k1O Takas? — BkpaguuBo CipocuJI OH.

— A BBI C HUM Y:K€ IOCTaTOYHO JOJITO MJIM BbI MOKA ellle oue-
pe/Hast MOMbITKA YAEPXKaTh CTATyC HEMOAPakaeMoro 0OOIbCTH-
TeJIsl, KAKUM OH, BO3MOXKHO, ObUI JIET JBaauarh Ha3zaa? — Bepa,
HaKOHell, 00paTUIach K KeHIIMHE, TOBEPHYBIIKCH K HEH JIUIIOM.

B toT MOomMeHT Bepa 1noHsisia, 4TO CJIOKHO OTTOJIKHYThCSI Ha
BEJIOCUIIEAE U yIEpkKaTh YIPABJICHUE JIMIIb [TOHAYAITy, a TIOTOM
MOHO €XaTb, HE IEPKACH 32 PYJIb.

— IleBouka, — OHa YJIBIOHY/IACh, — y TeOs1 BCE XOPOILO?

— O na, — Bepa 3akuBaJia TOJIOBOM C TaKMM BUAOM, CJIOBHO
NPUHSIA STOT BOMPOC CEPbe3HO U KaK MCKPEHHIO 3a00Ty. — Y



MEHS1 BCEe XOPOIIO yke YeTbIpHaaLaTh jeT. Ho, Bo3MOKHO, MHE
OBbLIO He JIydIlle, YeM eMy BCE STH TOJIbl.

MyxuuHa Terepb, He IIeBeNACh, B yIOp cMoTped Ha Bepy
CTEKJISTHHBIMHM TJIa3aMU. YIIBIOKa yke He YKpallaja ero rnoones-
HEBIIIEeE JIUIIO.

— Croure! — Bepa 3acmesnace, OIHAB YKa3aTeIbHBIN NAJIEL]
BBEPX, KaK yUMTEJIbHMIIA TIEPBOTO KJlacca, COOMpaIomasics 00b-
SICHUTh KaKOe-TO OOBIKHOBEHHOE SIBJIEHHE, KOTOPOE, OTHAKO, ObI-
JIO TPYAHO BOCIPUHUMAEMBIM [Is1 MaJiblilieil. — § 3Hai0, KoMy
OBLJIO JTyUIlle BCEX ITU YeThIpHaIath Jietr! JloraapiBaerech?

Ve naxe KeHIUHA, KOTopas ellle MTHOBeHUE Ha3aj roTo-
BUJIACh K BECEJION CIIeHe, HaXMYPHJIach, CIyIas 00e3yMeBIIyI0
Bepy.

— KoHeuHo, — He Ok /IaBIIMCh OTBETa, BOCKJIMKHYJIA Bepa, —
ero nouepu! Ilpasaa, Kur?

N oHa pacxoxoranack. OHa pacxoxoTajlach Tak, Kak 3TO jiefa-
10T AYIIEBHOOOJbHBIE, TICUXUYECKUA HE3JOPOBbBIE, CIaOOyMHBIE.
OHa pacxoxoTajach TEM CMEXOM, KOTOPBIM CJIETKa IyraeT 3/10-
POBBIX JIIOAEH.

«Kut» — Tak ero Ha3piBajia Bepa elie B mepBbie rofpl Ux OT-
HOITIGHWH, KOrjia THeT Opaka He OOpeMEHST MX MOJIOJbIe TijIe-
uyr. EMy HpaBUJI0Ch 9TO MPO3BHUIIIE, HO C T€X MOP, KAaK OHU Pa30-
IIUTMCh, HUKTO €ro Tak He HasbiBaJl. Wnu, mo kpaiiHel mepe, Ha
TOT HEKHO-IITYTJIMBbI MaHEpP, C KAaKUM 3TO Jienaia Bepa.

Korna B Heli erie OblIa XOTh KaKasi-TO CTPACTh.

Wnu koraa oHa errie MorJia OTKJIMKAThCSl Ha €r0 CTPacTh.



B 00111eM, 310 OBLIO TaK JABHO, CJIOBHO HE C HUMU U HE B 3TON
SIIOXE.

— Houepu?! — JIuno ero CryTHUIIBI WCKA3WIOCh IPUMACOM.
OHa ycTaBUJIach Ha MY)KYHMHY, BCEM BUIIOM TpeOysi OOBSICHEHUT.
Ho my:xunHa HaxoauiIcs B TAKOM OLIETIEHEHUH, UTO HUKAK He OT-
pearupoBal Ha €€ BOCKJIUIAHE.

On npucrtanbHO cMoTpen Bepe B m1a3a, HO Teriephb yxe He C
TEM BbIpaX€HUEM JIMIIA, YTO NMapy MUHYT Ha3ad. OH Haxoauscs
B CTYIOPE, U 3TO OTPAKAJIOCh B €r0 Ila3ax, IPUOTKPHITOM pTe U
HAMOPIIUBIIAMCS JIOE.

— Hukuta? — VI3 rMMHOTHYECKOTO COCTOSIHUS €r0 BhIPBaJ Ha-
CTOMYMBBIN FOJIOC JKEHIIUHBI. — Thl 3TO COOUpaeIIbCsl OOBACHATH
WA HET?

OpHako OH MPOJOJKAJ €€ UrHOpUpOBaTh. Bmecto oTBeTa
*KEHIIMHE, OH HAKJIOHWJICA ele Onvxke K Bepe, npuHsBieil ca-
MOOTBEPKEHHBIA BUJI, U TIPOIIENTA:

— Kara? Kar4, 310 THI?

Bepa orinatHynack OT U3ropoau, npsiya rjia3za B 3eMII0.

Ecu 6b1 0Ha XOpOIIIeHbKO 00/TyMaJia IaH JISCTBHI 3apaHee,
eci Obl OHa, MPY BO3MOKHOCTH, TOTOBUJIACH K 9TOMY Pa3roBO-
Py OCHOBATeJIbHO, JOMYCTUJIA JIM OHA TAKOW BapUaHT Pa3BUTHSA
cOOBITHI?

[TputBOpHIIack OBl OHA CBOEM J10YEPBIO?

Ho pagu yero?

Bepa pacrepsinach, He 3Hasi, Kak BecTu cebs nanbiie. OHa no-
HsJIa, YTO 3allljia CIUIIKOM Aajieko. OHa 3a0myuiach ¥ He MO-



JKET HAWTHU MyTb HA3a/l.

— Kars? — Ho Hukute yxe He HyXeH ObUI OTBET, Be/lb €€ T0-
BeJieHVe TBepo yOeauIo ero B jioragkax. MyX4rHa MOIHSIICS
CO CTyJa, Tyno noBTopsisi. — KaTs, Heyxenau 3To Thi?

Ho Bepa MHCTMHKTMBHO pa3BepHY/Iach W MycTHIach B Oer-
cTBO. HUKMTA CTOST HA CBOEM MECTE, TPOBOXKAS €€ OLIEIOMIICH-
HbIM B3DIsiA0M. CIIyTHMIIA €r0 CKpecTUsia PyKU Ha Tpyau, cep-
JIUTO CTy4ya HOCKOM Tyiu.

— UM k10 3710 OBLI?

Hukura oTBeTHI, Ka3aJ10Ch, CIYCTS LIETYI0 BEYHOCTb:

— Mog noub.

Y6enuBIMch, YTO 32 HeW HUKTO He cienyer, Bepa ocraHo-
BWJIACh, YTOOBI OTABIIIATHCS. BOCCTAaHOBUB JIbIXaHWE, OHA CTa-
Jla OCMaTPUBAThLCS B TOUCKAX CBOOOIHOM JTABOYKH, HO TAKOHW He
oKazasioch noonmu3octu. OHa permsia CrpsTaTbCs 32 BETBAMU
CTaporo MOIy4ero KaliTaHOBOTO AepeBa OT COMHEYHOro yaapa.
Britupas not co n16a, Bepa nomymasa, 4to Bcrotena ckopee ot
BOJIHEHHSI, YEM OT Oera.

Nrak, Hukura npuns ee 3a Kario, To ects 3a CBOIO [10Yb.
W 3710 He yauBUTEIbHO, Beb TeNeph Bepa BHIMIAIUT Kak ee po-
BecHula. K ToMy ke, OHa roBopwia Takuve BEIlH, KOTOpPbIE HE
MOTIJIa 3HaTh MPOCTasi B30AJIMOIIIHAS JEBUOHKA, KOTOpOe OBLIO
HACTOJIbKO CKYYHO, YTO OHA peliniia MpoAeMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOE
6e3paccyACTBO MPOCTON MAPOYKe B JIETHEM Kade.

Bepa o cux mop Buzena nepen riazamu Hukuty, Oyaro mopa-



JKEHHOTO rPOMOM, KOTOPBIH ITIeNTaJ, eJBa IeBes rydamu: «Ka-
TA... Kard...».

Bepe 6bU10 HHTEpPECHO, O YeM OH Aymall Torjaa u ceivac. OH
MOT', KOHEUHO, BOOOIIIE HU O YeM He JyMaTh, HO UyBCTBa HE MOT-
JI1 HE BCIIBIXHYTb B HeM. U, Hagesnacy Bepa, oHu ceituac ny-
IIWJIY €r0 ¥ OTBJIEKAIMU OT BCEr0 BOKPYT, B TOM UYHUCJIE U OT €ro
CITyTHUIIBI.

— Koneuno, — mporoBopu:ia Bepa BciyX, COTHYBIIIUCH U yTIep-
IIUCh PyKaMU B KOJIEHH, — TaKKe, KaK OH, U JIHs 0e3 UHTPUKEK
HE MPOKUBAIOT.

Ona gymana o TOU *kKeHIUHe, OpPIOHEeTKEe C WIeaTbHOW OCaH-
KOH, YMeJIO CKPBIBABILIEN CBOM BO3PACT KOCMETUKOW (KOTOpasi,
YTO YIUBUTENIHHO, HEe OblJIa OTUYETIMBO 3aMeTHA). DTy KEHIIUHY,
BUJIUIMO, OH BCTPETUJI HE B METPO, He TAe-HUOYIh Ha YIUIe U
Jaxe He B ToM Kade. Boimisena oHa 371eraHTHO U, HECMOTPS
Ha crapaHusi HUKUTHI pacKpernocTuTh ee cBoeit OOITOBHEH, J10-
BOJIbHO CIIEP:KaHHO. YIIBIOAThCA ee Kak Oy[TO 3aCTaBJIsUId MPH-
JIM4MsI, O KOTOPHIX OHA HUKOT/IA He 3a0bIBasia, Aaxe, Ka3aioch, B
JOMalHerd 0OCTaHOBKe.

Ho korma ona cmotpena Ha Bepy, 3amiearieii B cBoem nose-
JeHUU U PeYd YyTh JAIIbIIE MOJIOKEHHOTo, ObljIa 3aMETHO, YTO
OHa He JIMIIIeHA HaJIMEHHOCTH U BbICOKOMepHOcTU. OHa, Ka3a-
JIOCh, HEe OOpailaga BHUMaHKS Ha CIIEHY, Pa3bIrPhIBAEMYIO TOT/Ia
Bepoii, HO Onyxaana 1o ee Tesy OlIEHUBAIOIIUM B3IJISAOM: Kak
0e3BKYCHO, JICIIIeBO U, CJIOBOM, O¢/THO OfieTa 3Ta AeBUoHKa! Uto
Ha Hee CepIUThCs, OYATO JymMalia OpIOHETKA B TY MUHYTY, €€ T0-



JKaJIeTh HAJIO M TTOJaTh Ha MPOITUTaHUE !

Bepa 3axmypuiack, 3arayIiiasi HaXJIbIHYBIIFE YyBCTBA CThI/IA
Y YHUKeHUsI. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HE BCE JIM €f PaBHO, YTO 3Ta 0CO-
6a qymana?

Ei1 ObU10 BaXHO ceivyac pa3peruTh IpoOIeMbl, pyXHYBIIIHE
Ha Hee, CJIOBHO OETOHHBIN MOTOJIOK TIOCPE/IA HOYH.

CrosTh Ha MecTe cMbIciIa He Obuto. HyXHO uaru.

Nnrn.

Ho kyna ngn?

«JloMoi».

A 3ayem nomou?

«HyxHO HallTU XOTh Kakue-To Mpu3Haku xu3Hu Katu. Ee He
MOTJIO CTepETh C JIMIa 3eMJIu OeCCIIeTHO».

Kpome sToro, ona nomkHa OblTa IPOBEPUTH U CBOU BEIIH, KO-
TOpPbIE MOTJIM TIOATBEP/AUTH CYIIIECTBOBAHUE €€ CaMOM, HO He KaK
MOIPOCTKA, a KaK BCe ellle B3pOCol keHITUHBI. [la, 310 ObLI0
Ky/Ja BakHee, YeM 3a00TUThCA O MHEHUH HE3HAKOMOM JTaMBbl.

Tak oHa cHOBa moOpesna Jajblie, CTapasich COCPEIOTOUNTHCS
Ha npeacrosmux jaenax. Ho, kak Obl OHa He TbITAIach 3aHAThH
CBOU MBICJIH, TIepe]l Ila3aMu y Hee cTos1 Hukura, B yiax 3By-
YaJld ¥ ee, ¥ €ro rojioca OJIHOBPEMEHHO, Cep/Ilie TO M JIEJIO0 CXKH-
MaJIoCh, KOTJIa TEJIO BHOBH MEPEKMUBAJIO TE K€ UyBCTBA, UTO U B
TOT MOMEHT. DTO OBLIO CJIOXKHO BOT TaK OCTABUTH MO3aaH, KaK
MaJIeHbKOE MPOKCITIECTBUE, CPOAHM YBUIEHHOW aBapvH Ha IOPO-
re: aBroOyc 3ajes OGamrep JerkoBoi MammHsl. [lyraoine, HO He
TaK BIIEYAT/ISIOLIE.



Opnnako Bepa morpysuiach B pa3ayMbsi HACTOJIBKO TJTyOOKO,
YTO MepecTayia BUAETh YTO-TMO0 Mepes coOoM: ToIoBa ee Oblia
OITyIlIeHa TaK, YTO MOAOOPOAOK YyTh JIU HE YIUPAJICSA B TPYIb.
Kakoe-To BpeMsi oHa Obula CMeIllaHa ¢ TOJIOM, coOUparomiencs
Ha Kpalo JIOPOTH, YTOOBI MEPEHTH MOCIIE IOITOKIAHHOTO «3eJie-
HOTO CBE€Ta», KOTOPBIA, OTHAKO, He cobupacs 3aroparbcs. Ho
TaK KaK OHa MO-TIpekHeMY TpeObIBasia B TPAHCE, OHA MPOJOJIKH-
J1a TyTb.

JIvis peB mpUOMKAIOIIEHCS MAIITMHBL YPBAJI €€ U3 3a0bIThI.
Ho Bepa He ycnena crioxBaTUTBCS: YK€ CIHIIKOM OJIU3KO ObLT
HECYIIUICS aBTOMOOWMITb. 3aCTHIBIIAS OT XOJIOAHOTO YKaca, Ipo-
OpaBIIIero Bce ee Teso, OHa CMOTpesia Ha MalluHy Oe3/IbIXaHHO,
OyATO CMUPHBIIIMCH C HEM30EKHBIM.

Ho He ycneno 310 Hen30e:kHOe TPOU30MTH, KaK YTO-TO CHeC-
70 Bepy ¢ moporu, nmoBanuB Ha acajbT 3a MPOE3KEH YacThio.
Ona ynmapuiachk JIOOM M HOCOM, M3 JIDYTHX YacTel Tejia OoJibile
BCEro MOCTpajiajia pyKa: pu MaJeHuH OHa COTHYJIA MPaBYyIo PYKy
70 yTiopa, PYKaB 3aIlsICThe K TPYIH.

HukuTa MpUIIOHSIICS HaJl HEed, akKKypaTHO TIOBEPHYB ee 3a
TUIeYH K ceOe JIMIIOM, YTOOBI TPOBEPUTH YBeubst. KpoBb MoKaza-
JIach Ha HO3JPSIX, Ha IOy ObUIa cruTbHAS 11apanvHa. OHa He cpasy
OTKpbLIA 171232, & OH 3arOBOPUIL:

— Kars, To1 B opsinke? Heyxenu Tl He Buaena mamuny? Te-
04 K€ MOIIU COUTD, ThI ObI Toruosa!l

[Tpuns B ceds1, Bepa orronkHya ero ot ceodsl.

— Tem syurne! — OrpbI3Hy/Iach OHa, CTapasiCh HE BbIJABATh



CHJIbHYIO OO0JTb B PyKe, KOTOpasi, Ka3aioch ei, Obula clioMaHa, 1
BO BceM Teste. Korga Hukura momnsiraics mogonTy K Hell OJTiKe,
OHA BbIKpUKHYJIA. — Yiuau! Yiam ot meHs!

— Kars... — OH Hauan onacatbes 3eBak. — Tuite. ..

— He 6yny tumie, — Bepa gepkanack 3a pyKy, 1 9TO HE YCKOJb3-
HYJIO OT €r0 BHUMAaHUsI, — BUIETh TeOsI He XOUY eIlle OTHU YEThIpP-
HaAUaTh Jiet!

— IIpocTu, TH paBa, HaM HAJI0 MIOTOBOPUThH, — OH CHOBA MO-
cTapajics MOACTYIUTLCS K HEH, HO 3TO elnle OOoJblie Pa3oKIio
wiams ee sipoctd. OHa 1axe MOAMNPHITHY/IA Ha MecTe, a I1a3a ee
3aCBEpKaJIM HEHABUCTHIO:

— He nogxonu kKo MHe, Thl uykoH, uysxkoi! Bcio xu3Hb ncnop-
TWJI, BCIO JKn3Hb! O-0-0!..

Huxkura pactepssHHO CMOTpe 10 CTOPOHAM, C y’KacoM 3ame-
yasi MHTEpec MPOX0oKuX. BoH KTO-To cTos1 y (hOHAPS U, MOKA3bI-
Basl HA HUX NaJiblieM, OOMEHUBAJICS KAKUMU-TO (ppazamu. HukTo
HE CMesUICsA, HO JIIOAW He ObUIM PaBHOIYIITHBI.

— Kars, nporny Te6s1, — OH OCTOPOKHO MOAK PAIBIBAIICS K HEH,
Kak JIeB OXOTUTCS 32 TPYCIUBOM 3€0POH, — YCIIOKOWCS, TaBai To-
TOBOPUM Tjie-HUOY/Ib, TIPOIILY. . .

— IloroBopum, — npolieana OHa, Msis KyJa-T0 B CTOPOHY;
3aTeM OHa Pe3KO BOH3WJIACh B Hero B3msaoM. — O, s Tebe Bce
BhIcKaxy! Bce Bhickaxy!

U ona HaGpocuiack Ha HEro ¢ KyJlakaMu, KOTOpble JIeHCTBO-
BaJIM Ha HETO KaK JIETCKUI Pe3MHOBBIN MosioTouek. OHa pbluaia,
0TOMBAJIACh OT €ro pyK, cxomwia ¢ yma. A Hukura Bce mbitascst



€€ YCIIOKOUTh BCEMH CIIOCOOaMH, KOTOPBIMU OH TOJIBKO MOT BOC-
TMOJIb30BaThCs. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH MEPEKHUHYJI €€ YEPE3 IJIEU0
Y TIOHEC B Ty CTOPOHY, 1€ HAXOMJIaCh €r0 MalllhHa.

—Ilyctu! — Kpuyana oHa, 6psikasice. — 3eepn! Heronsii! Ipe-
narens! Mep3sasen! HenaBuxy! HenaBrxky!

A Huxkwura crapasicsi MiiTH Kak MOXXHO ObICTpee, YTOOBI CKopee
CKPBITBCSI OT JIIoiel — elrie OoJIbllie 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX.

— Tonpko Tak 1 Mor pemiath rpoodnemsl! — [Tpomomkana oHa
KpUYaTh.

Hukura BOpyr BcnoMHWI MX 4acteie ¢ Bepou ccopsl, koraa,
HE B CUJIaX YyXke TepreTh ee UCTePUKU, OH 3a0pachiBall ee, Kak
MEIIIOK, ce0e Ha IJIeUO U Hec, Kyda €My B3AyMasioch. JTO BOC-
MOMUHAHKE, TOJKPENUBIIIeecs CJIOBaMu, Kak oH aymai, Karu,
3aCTAaBUJIO €r0 OCTAaHOBUTHCSA M OMYCTUTH JIEBYIIKY HA HOTU. Ta
MPOJOJIKKIIA €0 OMTh KyJlauKaMH, MOKa He yCcTajla — He ycTaja
OT camou ceOsl.

O06a otapimanuck, 1 Hukura cripocu:

— Yto THI CKa3ana?

Bepa, nonpasisist BOJIOCH M OJIEK/1y, HE CMOTpEJIa Ha HEro.

— Kartb, — OKJIMKHYJT OH CHOBA, — Thl CKa3aJia... CKa3aja Tam
YTO-TO TIPO. ..

— OT1craHb.

Ho Bepa nonsuia, 4To €ro cMyTuJo.

[TocTteneHHO ee COCTOsIHME MPUIIUIO B HOPMY: JIbIXaHUE BOC-
CTaHOBUJIOCh, KPOBb OTJIMJIA OT JIMIIA, CJIIOHA CHOBA CTajla Bbljie-
JISITBCSL.



«YyTb He Bbigaa cedsl, Jypar.

Ho x uemy eii BonmHOBaThcsA? OHA HUKAKUM 00pa3oM He MO-
KET BhIJaTh ce0sl, Belb Y Hee €CTh MOIIHOE OPYKUE MPOTUB BCEX
HUKUTHHBIX TTO03pEeHUN — ee OONHUK.

—IIpocTu, — BBIJOXHYJI OH, TOBOPOIIMB BOJIOCHI, — [IPOCTU Mé-
HA. .. Tel HOroBOpUILB CO MHOU?

— O yem? — OHa cMOTpeJIa Ha ero KOKaHbI pEMEHb, OIOSICHI-
BAIOIUI IXUHCHI.

— Kak «o yem»? O00 BceM.

— Hayio 6pu10 TOBOPHUTH 0O 9TOM YETHI. . .

— ...YeTHIPHA/ILIATh JIeT Ha3a]l, — OAXBATUJI OH, — 3Haio, Kars,
3Hao! Ho nait MHe OOBIACHUTHCS, Jail MHE. ..

— OnpaBnarts cebs1? — Bepa, HakoHell, TOCMOTpeia eMy B IJ1a-
3a. — Thl cam ceds cpimib? CaM TOHUMAaETITh ?

Huxkura He BbIIEpXkas TSKECTH ee B3MJIs1a U OTBepHYyJIcs. Be-
pa BHYTPEHHE BOCTOPKECTBOBAJIA, HO HETOJIOBAHUE HE OTITyCKa-
JIo ee.

— Ilpocro uHTEpEecHO, — GOpMOTaa OHA, HEPBHO CTy4a HO-
O, — YTO JK€ MOXHO OBLJIO JIeJIaTh CTOJIBKO JIET, YTOOBI HE CY-
METb HANTH XOTb YACOK CBOOOTHOTO BPEMEHH 17151 BCTPEUH C JI0-
Yephio.

DTO CJIIOBHO BO3MYTWIO HUKUTY, MOTOMY 4TO TOJIOC €ro Mo-
BBICHJICS:

— Tel MHOTOrO HE 3Haelllb.

— Jla Hy? OHO ¥ IOHATHO, BElb. ..

— 41 nucan TBOEW MaTepw, Korjia ee TesiepoH mepectan ObITh



JOCTYTIEH J1aXe JJIs 3BOHKOB. — OTpe3asl OH pOBHBIM TOHOM. Be-
pa B3MJIsIHYJIa HA HETO U MOHsLIa, YTO OH PacCcepiKeH, U 9TO Kpaii-
He ee ynuBwiIo. Ha uto oH cepautcs, cnpammBaercs? U kakoe
IIpaBO OH MMeeT Ha 3T0? Kak TOJbKO y HEro XBaraeT COBECTH
ceOs1 3alUIIaTh, OTCTAUBATh Y€CTb, BHICOXIIYIO CJIe3aMU Ha ee
IIeKax, KOTOphIe OHA MPOJIMBAJIa HOYaMHU, KOT/Ia ero He ObUTO Psi-
nom?

— Jla kak ThI cMeemib? — [IpoinenTtana oHa, c:kumasi KyJaku
KaK ISl OUYepeTHOUN aTaKM.

— 51 3BOHUJI, BepHEe, MBITAJICS TI03BOHUTLCS, HO TBOSI Mama. ...

— He 3BoHU THI MHe!

Huxkura otopornern.

—41... s 3T0rO ¥ HE rOBOPUJI. S 3BOHMII Mame.

Bepa moBepHynach K HEMY CIHMHOM, YTOOBI HE BBIIATH CceOs
MpopBaBlIecs Ha Julo rpumMacoi. «IIpokisTbe!» — nogymaia
OHA U YyTb CJIBIIIHO CTYKHYJa ceOsl 10 JIOy.

Hukura BOCHONB30BAICS MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI HE3aMeTHO
Cy3uTh paccrosiHue mMexay HuMmu. Korma Bepa obepHynach, oH
YK€ CTOsIJT Ha KOJICHE.

—Kars, — OH Ts1€J10 CIJIOTHYI, — 3HAI0, Thl MEHS1 HEHABUAMILIb.
... u Tel uMeenb Ha 310 TIpaBo. [Ipoctu. ... npoctu. MHue Tak
Kab, f...

Bepa cama miarHyna Kk HeMy, HAKJIOHWIACh TaK MEIJIEHHO,
CJIOBHO O0slJIach CIYTHYTh MYXY, 32 KOTOPOU ClIeIna, 1, MIss
€My IpsIMO B I71a3a, CIIPOCUIIA BKPAJUUBO:

— Teb6e xanb?



— Ha.

— 3a 4TO ThI MPOCUILIb ITPOLIECHNUSA?

OH 1nokoJj1e0aCcs.

—3a... Bcé.

— 3a 410 «3a BCE»?

— Kars...

CocrosiHuEe ee JAOCTUIVIO TOM CTaguM, KOrja Tejo IMepecra-
€T pearupoBaTh HA HEraTUBHbIE SMOIMU, KUIISIIUE BHYTPH, HO
OCTaeTCsl JIMIIb YTO-TO BPOJE 3y/1a BO BCEM TeJle — TaK 3YIAT HEP-
BBl YCTaBIIIETO OT CTPECCA OPraHU3Ma.

Bepa B3si1a U110 My )KUMHBI B JIAZOHU 1, OypaBs €ro ria3amu,
MPOrOBOPUJIA TaK k€ HU3KO U POBHO:

— HeBo3mo:kHO.

HukuTa Bce CTOsI Ha KOJIEHE M CMOTPEN €M B IOTEMHEBIIINE
rj1a3a, CJaBJIEHHO JIpIIa. Ta JIeBOYKa BCeJilia B HEro To Jiede-
HslIIIee Y1y 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH PaHblIle, Ka3ajaoch, He BeAall.
Emy crasio He 1o cebe.

Ho noBeaeHre 1€BOYKM U 3Ta CIICHA HaBEsUIA €My KaKOe-TO
JlaJIeKoe BOCIOMUHAHUE, KOTOPOE MPEX/e He MOCeIaso ero na-
MSITh, TIOXOXKYIO Ha CTapblid CYHAYK, COPSITAHHBIN HAa Yeplake u
MOKPBITHIN MBUTHIO U MAYTHHOW — KOO €ro Tak JaBHO He Kacaiach
YyeJIoBeYeCcKas pyKa.

[IpuKOCHOBEHUsSI MaJIeHbKMX PYK, 3TOT MPOH3UTEIbHBII
B3IJISIJ] M TOJIOC, TaK BHIPA3UTENILHO MPOU3HOCSIIUN BCEro OHO
JIMIIIB CJIOBO, 3aMEHSIOIIEEe THICAYM. . .

U on, croammii Ha KOJIEHE. ..



Kaxercs, korga-To 1aBHO eMy 4acTO PUXOIUIOCh YIUPATbCS
KOJIEHOM B T10JT WJTU B 3€MJIIO U CTOSITh TaK MOJONTY, MIOKA BCE HE
paspemmrcsl. ...

MyXuuHa Bce CMOTPEJ B 3TU OOJIOTUCTBIE IJ1a3a U He MOT T10-
HSATh, YTO 32 BOCTIOMMHAHME OHA B HEM IMpoOyausa. Pa3mbiTbie
KapTUHKU TIPOTUTBIBAJIM B €r0 TOJIOBE, HO OH HE MOT COOpaTh X
B OJHO Iiesioe. [1a3a, pyku, KojeHo, rojoc. ..

['pynb ero cnaBui crnasm.

OH OCTOPOXHO KOCHYJICS €€ PYK, HO HE OTHSUI UX OT CBOe-
ro jmna. B Ty cekyHIy eMy MOKa3ajloch, YTO B3MJIsA AEBOYKHU
MIPOSICHUJICSA, a cCaMa OHA U3MEHWJIA CBOW OOJIMK HA MTHOBEHUE U
MpeBpaTuiach B COBEPILIEHHO JIpyroro yenoBeka. M torga ¢ ero
ry0 HEBOJIBHO COPBAJIOCh, CJIOBHO OT/IAJIEHHOE 9XO B JIECY, OTHO
JIAIIIB CJIOBO:

— Bepa...

JleBouka axHyJia ¥ pe3KO OTIIPsIHYJIa OT MY KUMHBI, OTBOPAYU-
BasiCh, YTOOBI OH HE BUJIEN €€ JINIIA.

A Bepa, Tem BpemeHeM, Aposkasia M BCeMU CUJIAMU MbITAIaCh
NoJaBUTh pyMsiHel Ha miekax. Ha mekax? [la oHa Bcs mnbliana!
Kak ycriokouTbcsi, Kak CHOBa OBJIaJIeETh COOO0M ?

CrycTst HEIoNTYI0 Tay3y OHA BHOBb YCJIbIILIAJA €r0 roJIoc 3a
CITMHOM:

— ThI... THI TaK MOX0KAa HA CBOIO MAaTh.

CrpanHo, HO moueMy-To Bepa He modyBcTBOBaja oodJerye-
Hus. Eil qake crao ciierka 10cagHo: oHa OyJITo pa3odapoBajiach
B TOM, UTO OH €€... He MPU3HAJI IO-HACTOSIIIEMY.



Jla, BOBMOKHO, €l XOTeJIoCh, YTOOBI OH Y3HAJI ee — y3Has Be-
py, Ty Bepy, npexHioo Bepy, a He pebeHka. AX, ecii Obl XOTb
KTO-HUOY/Ib, 1aXe ITOT MPE3PEHHBIN YeJI0OBEK, Y3HAN €€, IPUHSLI
ee, MOHSJI, YTO OHa — 310 Bepa!

Ho ona He Morya, Oosiylach, He TIO3BOJIsIIA caMOl ceOe TMpH-
3HATHCS B 3TOM KEJIAHUU.

Ho yxe He morna ciepxxuBarhb cedsl.

UyBcTBa 3aXBaTUIM €e.

Omna xoTeJa, yToObl OH MepecTall mpuHuMarh ee 3a Karo. Ona
He Kara! U eir He HyKHBI 3TH NOIJIBIE UTPBI, B KOTOPBIX JIOBOK
TOJILKO OH. Bce 3T xutpoctu uyx/pl ee Hatype! OHa He yme-
€T JIraTh, HE YMEET UrPaTh, KaK aKTPHUCA, HE YMEET MAHUITYJIUPO-
BaTh, HE YMEET. ..

«TbI Tak 1MOX0Xka Ha CBOIO MAThb».

A el Tak XOTeJIOCh BHIKPUKHYTh: «Jla MOTOMY 4YTO S M €CTh
ona! {1 Bepa! Bepa! 51 — BEPA!»

Ho pa3ym ee Obu1 cusibHEe cepiiia, v 3JpaBOMBICIIME BCE ke
YKPOTHJIO ee ropstaHocTh. OHa ycibimaia camy cebst: «I[loBepb,
OyeT Jydille OCTaBUTh €ro B HeBeleHnU. Ho HU K yeMy ero ot-
TAJIKUBATh TETIEPb».

Bepa nosepHynack k HeMy, HO HUYEro He ckazaia. OHa xaa-
Ja.

— 41 nonesy 1ebst momoii? — Ho 3ToT Bompoc mpo3Byya
YTBEPIUTEIIBHO.

Bepa kuBnyna.



OHu MoJTYaM BCIO AOPOTY.

HenoBKoCTh pa30aBisiio HErPOMKOE pario, KOTOPOe OOBIYHO
pasznpaxaino Bepy, HO He B 3ToM ciydae. M xoTs1 paguo 1no3Bo-
JII7I0 HEMHOTO OTBJIEYLCS OT THETYIMX MbIcien, Bepa, na u Hu-
KWTA TOKE, HE MOIJIA MOJHOCTBIO pacciabUThCs.

Onu 062 ObUTH CKOBaHHBI, KaK Oy/ITO UM 00s13aTeIbHO HYXKHO
ObLJIO O YEM-TO TOBOPUTb, HO Y HUX HE TOJIyYasoch.

Mexly TeM I'HEB U BCE EMY COITYyTCTBYIOIIME SMOLIMU TTOHE-
MHOry otmyckaiu Bepy. Eii GoJbliie He XOTeoch pyraTbcsl, CIio-
pUTh, J0Ka3biBaTh. BynTo OHa Tak THIATESBHO paccMaTpuBaia
KapTHHY, KaK BIPYT 3aMeTHJIa 3araJlouHyIo IeTab, 6e3 KOTOPOi
CMBICJT TPOU3BEAEHH S ObLT HESICEH WJIU K€ BOCIIPUHUMAJICS MHA-
ye.

Ho Tenepr oHa uyyBCTBOBaja TyNoe OTYasiHUE CIABIIErOCs
yenoBeka. O 1a, oHa canack, clanach TOMY, KOro Tak CHUJIbHO
npe3upasia 1 KOMy Tak CTPACTHO Xkenaja oToMcTuTh. M Ha 4drto
ee xBatuio? Ha ManeHbKui, MOJIHUEHOCHBI CKaHAA MOCpean
npocnekta? OHa BeIb HAYETO He AOOWIach, HE YIOBIETBOPH-
Jack. B urore cama nonasiach B CETH, KOTOpbIE I1J1€J1a 1JI51 KEePT-
BBI, JIa €1IE U MIOKOpWJIach. 3aMevarelIbHo !

— OcraHoBHU 371ech. Tam gaJibliie He TPOe/IEb.

— A naneko TeOe uaru oyner?

— ThI, KOHEUHO, yXke U 3a0bLT BCe.

Oma Bce ke Aaja emy aJpec 0Ma, B KOTOpoM OHM kuiu. Hu-
KMTa 3HaJl, 4TO 3TO oM ee, BepuHoii, Matepu Bceraa, HO 3a J1071-
T'H€ rofibl OTCYTCTBUA (poTorpadpuyeckas namsATh Hadasa eMy U3-



MEHSTD.

— Ma... 3a0bu1... — BuHOBaTO MIpPU3HA OH, BHIIJISAIBIBAS U3
OKHa Ha yyuity. OH He cTaJl 33JyMbIBaThCsl HaJl €€ CIIOBaMH, XOTs
u ObLIO CTpaHHO, OTKyaa Kars ocBenomieHa o0 ux ¢ Bepoit xu3-
HU. MOXeT ObITh, OHU C MATEPhIO B TAKUX TECHBIX OTHOIICHUSIX,
YTO Y HUX MOYTH HET HUKAKMX 3aITPETHBIX TEM IJIs1 pa3roBOPOB?
Yro %k, 3TO XOPOUIO (M OTYACTH IJIOXO), YTO OHA TAK MHOT'O 3HAET
O CBOEM OTIIE. ..

— 4 moviy, — cka3zasna oHa HaTSIHYTO M C HEOOJBINION HEOXOTOM
B rojioce, KOTOpOW caMa yauBWJIach. Bepa OTKpbLia ABEPh, HO
HapOYHO MEJINJIA, TOKUAASICh €r0 JEUCTBUM.

Hukuta Bce konebdascs, 1 HEOObSCHUMBINA CTpax CAEPKUBAI
ero. Ho, Korga oHa yxe nepectynuia 4epes3 IBepb MaIllMHbI, OH
OBICTPO CXBaTHJI €€ 32 PYKY, HajIesiCh, UTO He TPy0o, U CKa3alr:

— Kars.

—Yro?

— Kak tam... — 1 oH ocekcs, Bce He pelasch.

— K10? — OHa nBITIMBO CMOTpeia eMy B 1J1a3a, a ee COOCTBEH-
HOe cepaiie OereHo KOJIOTHIIOCh.

— Mawma, — BBIAABWII OH, U €MY CJIOBHO CTaJIO JIerye, loToMy
YTO SI3BIK €ro cpasy ke paspsasaics. — Kak ona? C Hell Bce Xo-
pomo? Ona He 6omneer?

Bepa aporxana, BrisiibIBasiCh B TO JIUIO Kak OyTO BIIEPBBIE.
Bpewmsi ero He 00110, ¢ TOPHKOW YCMENTKOM MojIyMaia OHa, OT-
BOJISI B30p B CTOPOHY. A MOPIIMHKHY B YTOJIKAX IJ1a3 Y HEro ObUIH
¥ 10 MOJIOJIOCTHU — TaKast BOT 0coOeHHOCTh. OHa 3aMeTuIa B Pbl-



KHX BOJIOCAX MPOOJIECKU CEIMHBI, HO U TO ObLJIO YKpallleHueM
€ro CTOJIb HEOOBIYHOW BHEIITHOCTH, TaK UTO BPSIJI JIU 9TO MOXHO
CUUTATh yIapoM 3pesiocTu. Bee B HeM ObLIO TApMOHWYHO U OYa-
poBaTeNbHO, UTO el cTasio Aaxe oOuaHo. Beap oHa ¢ rogamu He
MoJiofiesia U YK TeMm OoJiee He CTaHOBUIJIach Kpacusee. U oTkyna
Takasi HECPABEAJIUBOCTh ?

OHa fepHyJ/1a pyKoO# Tak, 4ToObI OH yOpas CBOIO PYKY, U IPO-
BOpYasa:

— Kakoe 310 umeer 3HaueHue. . .

— Nmeer, — BcTaBWII OH, €1Ba OHA 3aKOHYMJIA. — Vmeer.

— Heyxemu? — OHa nmocMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ UpOHUYHOM YITbIO-
koil. — OTkyna Takas 3a6ora? C yero?

OH pacTepsiHHO NOBEJ IJIa3aMH U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, JINXO-
PaIoOuHO MbITasICh MpuAyMarh oTBeT. Ho OHa BBesa ero B cTymop!

— Ara, — Bepa kuBHyJa, — He MOXeIllb OTBeTUTbh. [loToMy uTO
He JII0OOUJT HUKOTTIA.

— Jliobu. .. — l'onoc ero 3Byvan Tak IIyXo, CJIOBHO MPHHA/I-
JieKasl IPOBUHUBIIIEMYCSI MAJILUUIITKE, HAKA3aHHOMY U TOCTaB-
JICHHOMY B YTOJL.

— Her, — otpe3ana oHa pe3Ko U pa3apakeHHO.

— 4 moown, Karg, 4...

— Her, — oHa noBepHyJiach K HEMY, CBEpKas IJ1a3aMu, — He
JIOOMJI, Tl MEHS HUKOTAA HE JII0OM!

HukuTa otoporneno momyait. Bepa nopbIBUCTO 3a/1bliana, Kak
BBIOpOITIeHHAs! Ha Oeper ppida, M TYT e BbUIeTeNa U3 MAIUHBI,
CTYKHYB JIBEPbIO.



HukuTa naxe Bcies el He CMOTpe, C TPYIOM TepeBapuBast
CJTy4yMBILIEEC €11leé MTHOBEHUE Ha3a/l.

Ha BarHbIx Horax Bepa no6pasiack 10 cBoero goma. B atot pa3
JIECTHUIIEW OHA HE BOCIOJIb30BaJIacCh, TaK KaK COBCEM HE OCTa-
Jock cuit. McromenHas, oHa eBa BIOJI3A B JIM(PT U HaKasIa Ha
HYKHYI0 KHOIKY. [loka oHa mpiTanach JOCTaTh JpokKalleu py-
KO KJII0Y U3 KapMaHa 100ku, Bepa ycibliiana npubmkaronme-
Cd LIarv Ha JIECTHUIIE — HETOPOIUIMBBIE U TSKENbIe. DTH LIaru
COIMPOBOKAAIACH HETPOMKUMU KEHCKUMH TOJI0CAMHU, CIUIETEH-
HbIMHU B KAKOM-TO MOBCEIHEBHOM PAa3rOBOPE.

Vike BCTaBMB KJIIOY B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBaKMHY, Bepa oOepHy-
JIach, 9TOOBI TIOCMOTPETh, KTO 3T0 ObL1. COCe/IKM HAITPOTHUB, KO-
TOPBIE C TAKVM JIOOOITBITCTBOM OCMaTPUBAJIU €€ CETO/IHS YTPOM,
BO3BPALLATUCH JOMOM.

OHM MOHM3UJIM TONOCA A0 IIENOTa, TaK, YTOObl HU €IMHBIN
3BYK HE JIoHeccs 10 Bepbl v, McKoca MormsaapiBas Ha JEBYIIKY,
MPUHSLJINCH YTO-TO (2 BEPOSITHEE, KOTO-TO) 0OCYX/IaTh.

Korna Bepa ckpbliachk B KBapTHpe, BCTpeuasi ux OecliepeMoH-
HBIE B3IVIAbl, OHU ITOBBICWJIY TOH:

— Jla KTO X 3Ta JIeBYOHKa?

— A 3aMeTuia Thl, Kak OHa Moxoxa Ha Bepky?

— a?

— Ara. Heyxenu He 3ameTtuiia? [ 1a3a Takue :xe, MHe KaxeTcs,
Y BEKM TOYb-B-TOYb. TOJIBKO 3Ta MaJICHbKAA EIIIE. ..

— Moxer, y Bepbl ectb Mitagimas cecrpa, KOTOPyIo OHa CKPbI-



Bajia’?

— A c 4ero cectpy-To ckpbiBaTh? Ckopee 310 104b. [loub-TO
MOXHO CKPBIBaTh — IO HEKOTOPBIM MPUYHMHAM.

— WnrepecHo, 1o kakum?

— Jla MHe KaxkeTcs, 4To...

VX cruieTHU yHeCImch BITyOb KBapPTUPHIL.

OxazaBimch HaeuHe ¢ camoil codoi, Bepa cpasy ke ormpa-
BUJIACh B TOCTUHYIO, Aa0bl OTHICKATh JIMYHbIE NOKyMeHTHI. Ee ro-
WCKH HE YBEHYAIUCh YCIIEXOM, 3aCTaBUB ee OeCIPeCTaHHO TBEP-
Th: «He MOXeT ObITh, He MOXET ObITh, HE MOXKET ObITh, HE MO-
XKET OBITh. ..».

Tak, He ObUIO HUUYETO, YTO CBUJIETEILCTBOBAJIO O €€ (haKThye-
CKOM cyiiecTBoBaHMU. OHa Oblla MOJTHOCTBHIO YBepeHa B HaJIM-
91y XOTs OBl MACMOpPTa, BeAb OHA BCEra 3Hajla TOYHO, I7ie OH Ha-
xomutcs. Ho u ero He 610 B KBapTHpe. OHa oObIcKasia Bee, Te-
peBEpHYJIa IOM BBEPX JHOM, HO HUYEro He cMoria Hautu. Torna
el MPHUIILIA B TOJIOBY MBICITb, UTO €€ 00OKpaJIv, IIOKa OHa OblIa B
nouckax gouyepu. Ho oHa He npuHsia ee, Tak Kak HUKaKUX CJie-
JIOB KpaxXu He ObLIO.

— MeHns ToXe, YTO JiM, HE CYILECTBYET, — TSKEJIO AbIIla, ro-
BOpHJIa OHA C UCTEpUUECKUM cMeXoM. Uto mpoucxoaut? Yro 3a
6e3ymue? U mouemy MMeHHO C Heil?

Oma cuzena Ha Kpaio KpoBaTH, OcMaTpuBasi 0apiak, yCTpOeH-
HBII el ke, B KomMHate. BHe3arnmHo oHa Bckoumsia 1 Opocusiach K
3epKaity, 1a0bl TPOBEPUTH, HE BEPHYJIACH JI OHA B TIPEKHEE CO-
crosiHie. Ho B oTpakeHuu OHa Bce elle Bujesa MajeHbKylo Be-



pYy: YyBCTBUTEJIbHYIO TIEPCUKOBYIO KOXKY C MOAPOCTKOBBIMU T10-
KpacHEHHSIMH, PO30BbIe TyObl, UCITyTaHHbIE I71a3a. EMuHCTBEH-
HOE, YTO €€ PaJIoBaJio B TOU INepeMeHe, 3TO T'YCThle IJIMHHbIC
BOJIOCHI, TT0 KOTOPHIM OHa Tak ckydana. [locne poxnenus Karu
el IPUIIJIOCh PAaCHpoIaThCs ¢ oMo rpuBoil. C Tex mop y
Hee He TMOJTyYUJIOCh BEPHYTh MpeXHee NOCTOSIHUE, U TO ObLIO
NIePBBIM KaMHeM, OpOIIIEHHBIM B HEe KU3HBIO.

Bepa, kazanock, ycrokanBasack, Moka jackajia COOCTBEHHbIE
BoJiochl. OHa yJIBIOHYIACh, PACIUIeTast KOCY M pacyechiBast Kper-
KHe TIPSV MaJIbIIAMHU.

Omna nogymaJia, 4to y Hee OMYTHJICS PAacCyIOK, HO He CMOTJIa
OCTaHOBUTHCS. DTO 3aHSTHE U TIPAB/A Pacciadisio ee, YBOIUIO
OT mpo0JieM, HEMOCUJIBHBIX €€ IJIeYaMm, U JJaxe yOaloKuBaJo.

Ho cnars e ObuTO HEKOTAA.

3aKOHUYMB 3aHOBO 3HAKOMMTBLCSI CO CBOMMHM Bojiocamu, Bepa
MPOJIOJIKUJIA BCMAaTPUBATLCS B CBOE JIMIIO, CIIOBHO BHUjEJIA €ro
BIiepBbie. U Torga e mokasajgoch, 4YTo OHa HE IIOMHUT, KaK BbI-
DJIsifieNa elne Buepa.

— Heyxenu s Tak CHJIBHO M3MEHWJIACh, UYTO OH HE y3HAJ Me-
Hs? — [IporoBopuiia Bepa Bciyx, yauBIssCh, KaK MEBYYe 3BYIUT
ee Ternepb MOJIOIOM TOJI0C.

[MoHsB, 9TO MyCTOE pa3MIsS/IBIBAHKS CBOETO JIMIIA HUYEM e
He TTOMOJKET, OHa HarpaBUIach B KomHaty Kartu, B KoTopyio 6e3
Crpoca 3axoua JIMIIb 3aTeM, YToObl yOpaThes. W maxke 3Toro
OBbLJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI BO3OYAUTH HEYKPOTHMBI THEB JI0Ye-

pu.



B xomuare 0bUTO TeMHO U X0sioaHO. I1ITopel ObLTH 3aTBOpE-
HBI, COJTHIIE HE TIPOHUKAJIO CKBO3b HUX M HE COIPEBAJIO CBOUMU
aydyamu. Ho Bepe nokazasiock, OyaTo Ha yiuiie 31uMa, a BO BCEH
KBapTUPE HEOTATIMBAEMbIM MECTOM OBLJIO TOJILKO 3TO.

[TomMenMB HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I, OHa Cpa3y CTajia BCIIOMUHATD,
I/Ie XpaHWJIMCh [IeHHbIE JIOKYMEHTHI B CriajibHe nodepwu. Jlis Ha-
Yajia OHa peruia oObICKaTh MPUKpOBaTHYIO TymOy. He Havins
TaM HUYEro, 4TO ObLIO OBl MOJIE3HO, OHa OPOCKIIACh K CTOMTY, CITy-
xuBieMy Kate v Kak TyaJleTHbIM, U Kak pabourM OTHOBPEMEH-
HO.

OHa BbIZIBMHYJIA BCE AIIUKHA, HO HAXOWJIA JIUIIIb. . .

— Xnam. 'ocrionu, s ke roBopuia, Hy yOepuch Thl, yoeprch B
KOMHAaTe, YTO 3a BeUHasl IOMOMKA, BeY. ..

TyT OHa HATKHYJIACh HA IBETACTYI0 KHUKKY B TBEPIOM Iiepe-
wiere. OHa He OblIa MOX0Xa Ha IKOJIBHBIN JTHEBHUK, HO XpaHH-
J1a B ceOe 3amucu 0oJjiee JIMYHBIE.

Bepa He moHMMana, OTKyJa B Hell MPOCHYJIOCh BJIEUYEHHE K
STOU BElH U He 3HaJIa, KaK OTOPOCUTH ee B CTOPOHY U MTPOJIO-
’KUTh TIOUCKHU IOKYMeHTOB. [To/ico3HaH1e YKOPU3HEHHO HaIIIeTI-
ThIBAJIO ei: «Thl ke cama MpeKpacHO TOHUMAEIIh, 3/IECh JOKY-
MeHTOB HeT. Ho 3aueM ke ThI cioga nosnessa? Tel 3Haia, 9To 371eCh
XPpaHHUTCSI COBCEM Apyroe. Yero Temnepb CTHIUTHCS, KOT/IA JIEN0
HA4yaTo?».

Bepa ornsHynack, kak OyATo onacagach HEOXKHUJAHHOTO MPH-
xona gouepu. CoBecTb 1 JII0OOIBITCTBO BCTYITUIIN B CXBaTKy. Be-
py Tep3ajiv COMHeHusl. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA TMTOYUHIIIACH TPe-



XaM Y OTKpbLIa KHUTY TJIe-TO MOCEPEIUHE.

[Mepras 3amwch, yro Opocwnack Bepe B 11a3za, HaumHaIach
TaK:

«/lyuwe 6 ona mens oua».

Bepa 3axmypunach, kKak OyITO yBUAENA YTO-TO CTpAIIIHOE
WM OMEP3UTETbHOE, HO BCKOPE 3acTaBwIa ceOsl IPOJOJIKUTH, HE
MOHMMAs IO KOHIIA, 3a4eM:

«He nonumaro, nouemy ona cebst max éeoem. Yepenaxa. Beu-
Ho npsuemcsi. M ne eaoicro oasice, 20e npssimamucsi. Bon Kcioxa ¢
MAMOU U 8 KUHO X00sim, U HA MAHUKIOP, G HEOA8HO OHA PACCKA-
3618014, KAK OHU 8 Kaghe X00UU... A ¢ moeii u no2zosopums HOp-
MANbHO Heavb3sl. Beuno kucaas muna, kak 0yomo JiHcusHv 0oude-
aa. U ee-mo obudena? 9mo ona mensi ooudena, mens! Youce ne
MO2Y 30€Cb HCUMb, HE MO2Y 30€Chb...».

Bepa sApocTHO mepenucTHyIa HECKOJIbKO CTpaHWI] BIepes,
Oy/TO 3Kesasi MPOIYCTUTh BCe IJIOXUe 3amucH o cebde. [sns Ha
JaThl, OHA TIOHUMAJIa, KaKue ObUTH OJMKe K HACTOSIIEeMY JIHIO.
Oma ObIcTpO Mpoderaia riia3aMu Mo CTPAHUIIAM, BHIMCKUBAsI 3Ha-
KOMOE «MaMa», & €CJIM 9TOro He ObUIO, IPOCTO UCKAJIa JaIbIIIE.

Ho penko rae 3to cnoBo He Menbkano. U, Kk rirybodaiiiemy
COXAJIEHWIO M pa3ouapoBaHuio Bepsl, OT3bIB Bcerga ObuT Hera-
TUBHBIM.

«Ilonpocuna oenez na konyepm. Hy oa, nsame muvicau. Ho smo
ace mos. nmooumas epynna! Hy kak ona ne nonumaem?! A, oa
OHa, HABEPHOE, 8 MONOOOCMU 8eAd MAKOLL JHce 3amMEOPHUMECKUIL
obpas3 dncusnu. Toavko 3a xnebom xoouna, Haseproe. Kak ona 6o-



obute nany-mo ecmpemuna? Mau on docmasugukom nuyiybl Ovin?
A Kem on 0bin 6oooue ? Kmo on? Hukuma. 9mo éce, umo s 3uaio.
A dpamunus-mo mamuna. asxce ¢ pamuaueii 3axcaonuuana. Ye-
penaxa».

Kaxmas 3ammce, Kaxaoe mpeiokeHrne, Kax/10e cJIoBO 00Jb-
HO Bpe3anuch Bepe B cepatie, ¢noBHO octpele cnuisl. Ho, Beno-
Masi KAKMM-TO SIPOCTHBIM YYBCTBOM, OHA MPOAOJIKAJIA YTEHUE.

«Mmne ouenv npasumcs Mapx! H s emy moowce! On, kKoneuro,
He 2080pUN, HO UHaue OblMb He Modcem. A umo, He 8udicy, Kak
OH Ha MeHsL cmompum? A 8edb 3mMo camolil KPACUBDILL MANLUUK 8
wkone! A kaxoii on kpymoti! U cnopmom 3anumaemcesi. 4mo oot
OH MHe HU NPeON0NCUN, 51 Obl HA 8Ce CO2AACUNACH. A Dbl Oadice. .. ».

Bepa ObicTpo nepenucTHya CTpaHUILy, TOITHOTA MOACTYIHIIA
K ee ropiy. [103a0bIB O IPOUNTAHHOM CEKYH[y Ha3all, OHA MPH-
CTyNWJIa K JPYroy 3aIucH:

«Hy-y-y, smo ece! Cun moux nem oonvue! Tepnenus nem!
Bce! Bce!!!

A EE HE-HA-BU-KY!

Yepenaxa obo3nernnas, cyxas u uwepcmeas!

Ilozeana Opyszeii nocudems, Mapka moogice nozeana, oH 0bl
C MUHYMbl HA MUHYMY Npuuien, max oHa 8opeandch u 0asail
opamys! Cymacweowas! Yx, nenasudicy, 6ce ucnopmuna, Kax
00b1urno! Huuezo Opyzoeo om nee ne ooxcoeuvcs! Toavko nop-
mums Modxicem, nopmums MHe dcustv! CHauana sma xpyuieexa,
nomom ymauearue omuya, menepo éom smo ece! A ouenwv 3nas,
He mozy onucamyv! U éce uz-3a nee!



Ja ayuwe 6v1 ona Y-M-E-P-JI-Ax.

Yro-to BHYTpH Bepsl ynano B camyio Oe3iHy ee CyllecTBa,
JIMIIIVB €e YyBCTB U 3a0pOCcHB B orlerieHeHre. OHa He 3aMeTHIIa,
KaK OIYCTUJIACh HA MO, MOJIOKUB PACKPBITYIO KHUTY ceOe Ha KO-
JieHu. B3risi ee moTymnuiics: Ha HEBUIMMOM TOUKe Ha cteHe. OHa
HU O YeM He JaymaJia.

3arem Bepa pacTsHyack Ha oy, pACKMUHYB PYKH B CTOPOHBI,
a KHUra Jiexana y Hee Ha kuBoTe. OHa cMOTpesa B MOTOJIOK,
TOKa B TOJIOBE ee CTydasio: «Jla ydiie Obl OHa yMepiiar.

3a OKHOM CTYCTHJIUCh CYMEPKH.

Bckope Bepa He cMorsia BUJIETh JIaXe MOTOJIOK, TOTOMY 4TO B
KOMHAaTe CTajio cauikoM TeMHo. CTpax nmoaronkHyn Bepy moa-
HATHCSI HA HOTY U BKJIIOYUTH CBET B KoMHare. [Totom oHa mojio-
IIJTa K OKHY, PACKPBIBAsI MITOPHI U C YIUBIICHUEM BCTpeYast MO3/1-
HUU Bevep.

[Tpubmxenue HouM BCTpeBokUIO Bepy. OHa Ha MUHYTY 3a-
Obl1a O THEBHMKE JIOUEPH U, HE JKeJiast OOJIbIIE OCTABAThCS B 3TOM
KOMHaTe, BHIIILIA.

TemHora Obuta oBcony. OXBaueHHasi HEOOBSICHUMBIM CTpa-
xoM, Bepa Be3ne BKJIIOUMIIA CBET, HE OCTaBJIsIsl HUT/IE TEMHBIX
MecT. Eif ObUIO MO-IETCKM CTpAITHO M TaK CHJIBHO XOTEJIOCh
CIIPSATAThCSl Y KOTO-HUOYAb B OOBATHSX, OOCIIAIINX 3alIUTY,
OTI0pY, JIOOOBb.

U eine 5TOT JHEBHUK. . .

Bepa He 3Haua, kygaa eii netbesi. Herpe3po oHa crymnana Ha Ho-
'Y, ONUPASICh PyKaMU O CTeHHI U martasich. CHOBa OHA MOIyMala,



4TO OPEUT U YTO BCE-TAaKM ITO HENpaBja, HEMpaB/a, HENpaB-
aa...

[oHMMas1 cTpaxoM M OTYasHUEM, TOCKOM M OJMHOYECTBOM,
OHa 3alllla B BaHHYI0 KoMHaty. HaOpaB BaHHY ropsiueil BOJo¥,
OHa CHsiyIa ¢ ceOst 0Ky, HO ocTaBuiia pyodarky. Tak oHa 3aye3-
J1a B BOAY, aKKYPaTHO ¥ HETOPOILIMBO, YTOOBI HE BHIIJIECHYTh €€
yepes Kpasi.

Bce ee Teso MOKpbUIOCh MypalllkamHu, jJaxe Juuo. Bepa Ha-
MPACHO CUMTAJIA, UTO 3/IeCh OHA Oy/ieT B 0€30MacHOCTH, Be/lb Ha-
BSI3UMBBIC MBICII HE OCTAJIUCH 32 JBEPHIO STO KOMHATHI.

Ilepen rnazamu Bepa Bunena, kak Kars ;kupHO BbLIEIAET Py Y-
KOW KaXJ0€e CJIOBO, OyATO BKJIaAblBasi B HErO BCIO CBOIO HEHa-
BUCTh. Kak oHa mpe3peHHO (ppIpKaeT, BCHOMHHAS O MaTepH, KakK
OHa 37UTCs, ObeTcs B ucTepuke. Ho Kak oHa capIOHNYeCcKH YITbl-
OaeTcsl, 3aBeplliasi TEKCT NpeaioxkeHueM: «Jlyuiie Obl oHa ymep-
Ja».

Y Bepsl BHOBb 3aHbLI0 cepatie. OHa cXBaTuiach 3a Kpasi BaH-
HBI 1, 3KMYPHUBILICH, TOTHOCTBIO MOrpy3uiack B Boxy. CHava-
Jla OHA MHCTUHKTHBHO 3aJepikajia JbIXaHhe, HO TIOTOM IIOIbITa-
Jach B3J0XHYTb. OHa cpasy ke BbIHBIPHYJIA, OTKAlUIUBASCh.

Bopa BbiriecHynach Ha HoJT.

Korga Bepa cmorsia HOpMasIbHO [bllIaTh, MPOAOJIKAs YyB-
CTBOBAaTh 0OJIb B HOCY, OHA CTaJIa JIMXOPAJA0YHO AyMaTh O IPyroM
MyTHU cAesaTh 3T0. YTO KMEHHO, OHa caMa CMYTHO OCO3HaBaJIa.

Bepa nasxe BbIe3s1a M3 BaHHBI, YTOOBI HAWTH TIOIXOSIITYIO Be-
mmiy. Boaa crekana mo Hei, 0COOEHHO TpafioM OHA JIMJIACh C



MOTSIKEJIeBILeH pyOalku, KOTopast IVIOTHO MPWIMIUIA K €€ MOK-
poMmy Teiy, U C BOJIOC.

CxBaruB OputBy, Bepa BepHy/ach B BOIy, M OY€Hb JOJITO
CMOTpeJia Ha 3TOT YCTpAIIAIONIVKA MPeaIMeT, KOTOPbIA J0JIKEH
OBLJT €l IOMOYb.

ITomoub B yem?

Bepa He peraiach gaxe OTBETUTh ceOe Ha TO, UTO CoOMpasiach
c/ieJiaTh.

— Jlyumie Ol s1 ymepna, Jydie Obl 1 yMepnia, — OopMoTaia
OHa, He B cUJIax 3a0bITh Ty CTpoUKy. OHA BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA
BUHY Tepe/]] I0Yepblo, YTO 3aCTaBHUJIa ee HAICaTh TaKUe KeCTO-
Kue cjioBa. MoxerT, ecyii Obl OHa BeJjia ceOsl MHaue, TO M OTHOILIEe-
HUSI MEKIy HUMH CIIOKHIIUCH Obl TIO-/IpyroMy?

— Eciu Tebe Tak X0Tesoch. .. eciu Tede Tak xouemcsi, — 1 Be-
pa, CTUCHYB 3yObl, IIpHKaJia JIE3BUE K 3aIlsICThIO. 3aJiepXkaB Ibl-
XaHWe, OHA PE3KO JAepHYJa PyKOi B CTOpoHY. OHa He TTOYYBCTBO-
BaJia sIBHOW OOJIM, HO caMo JICHCTBUE MPHBEJIO €€ B TAKOM yKac,
4TO OHA 3aKpHYaJia M €/IBa He pacruiakaiachk. Ho morom, cioBHO
3apa’keHHasi, He MOIJIa Y)Ke OCTAaHOBHUTBLCS, IIOKA BOBCE HE TOTe-
psjia CO3HAHUE.

Kozoa Bepa omkpwina 2naza, ona He cpasy NoHsAA, MO 8ce
eue nexcum 6 eanne. Kownama Ovina 3aauma Kakum-mo nyp-
NYPHLIM OMIMEHKOM, KaK OYOmo cmenbl U NOMOAOK OMPANCANU
Kposb. Bepa ne ycnena ouenumo ceoe camouyscmeue, nomomy
umo eHuMarue ee npuanex ckpun osepu. OHa nosepHyna 20108y



6 cmopony u yeuoena Kamro: ona cmosna, cepoumo ckpecmug
DYKU HA 2PYOU, U YKOPUSHEHHO CMOMPENd HA NeHCauyto 8 800€
Mameo.

— Hy, u umo mel mam aexcuuv?

Bepa cpas3y sice svinpsimunacs, 20moea mym dce 8bINOA3MU U3
BaHMHbL.

— Mmue, s006ue-mo, yoice nopa.

T'onoc Oouepu 38yuan Kax-mo omoaneHHo, 6yomo oHa HAXO-
ounacs He psioom ¢ Bepoii, a 20e-mo é noosezoe.

Kamsi ucuesna, a Bepa HezameonumenvHo nocaedosana 3a Heli
(He 3a0b18, 00HAKO, HA0emb neped SMUM 100KY, NeHCAUYIO 803.1€e
PaKoeutul).

Moxkpas, ona waa K 6vixody u3 Keapmupel, NOMOMY 4o
08epb Ovlna Hacmedce omkpwvima. He 3akpuié ee u npu vixooe,
OHA HANPABUNACHL K NeCIHUUE, MAK KAK 3aMemuad NOOHUMAr0-
WYIocs No Heli 004b.

— Kams! [1oooodicou mens! He nado mak Obicmpo!

Ho ma noonumanace makoii ckopocmuto, 0yomo cheuwuna Ha
asmooyc.

Bepa 3amepsaa, eii 6v1.10 msdiceno uz-3a MOKpbIX 6010C U py-
oawKu, 0a u camo meno, 0COOeHHO PYKu U Hozu, HUKAaK He 00Cbl-
xaau. Kax 6yomo omna éce euie Haxoounaco 6 00e.

Ilo nymu nasepx Bepa HedoymeHHO 02150b1841ACH NO CHOPO-
Ham. OHa umo-mo He NPUNOMUHANG IMUX CEH, He ONe0HO-3e-
NEHBIX, A S00BUMO-HCENMDBIX, He NPUNOMUHANA HOMEPO8 IMUX
Keapmup u oepesstHble 0sepu. Pazee amo ee noowve30?



H cam dom kazancs beckoneunvim. OHU 6ce NOOHUMANUCDH U
NOOHUMANUCH, HO HUKAK He MO2AU OOCIUZHYMb KOHEUHO20 3Ma-
anea.

Bepa omenexnacw u coscem ynycmuna oouv u3 eudy. B ooun
MOMEHM OHA 8000Wie ucuesna, u 3mo 3acmasuno Bepy ycko-
PUMbCsL.

B konue xonyos, Bepa oocmuena evixooa Ha kpoluty. Ona 6vl-
bedxcana, u ee uymov He cOUN C HOZ NOPLIBUCbLIL Bemep, ObIOUUIL
cunvHviMu moaukamu. Pazoupaemas cmpaxom, Bepa o6pocunace
enepeo, 3amem K Opyeoli CHOpPOHe KPblULU.

Ho ona mym dce 3acmoina, eosa ysuoes cmosuyro Ha Kparo
kpouuu Kamio. Ee 2zycmwie poloicue 6010Cbl pazéusatich Ha 6ent-
Py, 100ka Hadysanace. Pyku ee Oblau pazeedenvt 8 CMopoHbl, Kax
0yomo ona ecmpeuana opyea.

— Kams, — oxauxnyna ee Bepa ocmopodicro, umobwt He cnye-
Hymo. Ho 2on0c ee cmewancs c 6oem éempa, u ona no3eana 0oub
cHoea. — Kams! Kams, umo mwvt mam oenaeutv?

Jlouv meonenno nogepnyna K Heli 20108y, OCMABU8 KOPNYC
HENOOBUNCHBIM.

— A mebe-mo umo?

— K-kak umo... — 3anunanace Bepa, noocmynas K Heii men-
Kumu wadxckamu. — A oce... a... Kams, c-cnycmucse, nodxcanyti-
cma, He Haoo. ..

— A nouemy nem? — OHa 3acmesnacno, 3aKUHYE 20108y HA3A0.
Bepa c yoicacom cmompena na mo, kak meno ee nOUamMvleaemcst
om @empa, U eii XomenoCo KUHYMobCsl K Hell U CMAauums ¢ 8blCo-



Kozo bopoopa. Ho umo, ecau ona ece ucnopmum smum? 4mo,
ecau amo ouepeorvle 8bIX00KU Oouepu, u Bepe npocmo HydwcHO
Haopamucst mepneHust?

— Kams... Cnycmuco, — nosmopsina ona, Ho yoice 6e3 Opodicu
6 20n0ce, — s npouty.

— /la naesams, umo mvl mam nPOCUULb.

Tlouemy-mo sma ¢ppaza xaecmuyna knymom Bepe no cepouy,
U U3 2143 ee OPbI3HYAU CAe3bL.

— Bauem mul max co MHOI, — OHA 3aKycuna 2yoby, — HeyxHceau
mul He suduv, kmo s? Iouemy molt He xoueutb ObiMb cO MHOT
3a00H0?

Kams ne omeeuana, nonypug 20108y.

Bepa nepecmana naosuzamocsi.

— Touemy mot epyous, nouemy uzdesaewvcst? Tol Hecnpa-
6eonuaa.

— A? — Ona ycmexnuynace. — Bpanwvé.

Bepa svimupana kpyntvie cae3vl co uiex, 3anpassing MoKpole
npsO0U 3a Yl U He MO21a NOHSANMb, NOYeMY ee mMeao He COXHEM.
3amemug couauyrocs u3 ee 3ansicMovsi KPO8b, OHA UCNY2ANACh,
HO Y Hee He Obl10 épemenu Ha cebs. Kak o6bruno.

— A dice cmaparoce 6bime. .. ... 1 CMApaioCco 0eaamv 6ce 0N
meosi, — NPOOONIHCANA OHA CMPAOANLUECKUM 2010COM. — Bedw y
MeHSL HUK020, Kpome meosi, Hem.

Cnycms napy munym Kams, nakoneuy, obeprynace kK mamepu.
Bepa omoponena: ona eviensioena maxoii 3penoii! Kax 6yomo eii
Ob1N0 He cemHaduamo, a...



— Tenepv y mebsi 6000Wse HUKO2O Hem.
H 6 mom e momenm oHa cHO8a pazeena pyku u, OmmonK-
HY8WUCL om 60porpa, ynaaa.

Kaxercs, oHa ouHyJIach OT coOcTBeHHOro Kpuka. Ho korma
CO3HAHME BEPHYJIOCh K HEMl, OHA 3aMOJT4aja, MbITasiCh OTKPHITh
MOKpBbIe OT cJie3 r1a3a. OHa clibliaga Yen-To HIernoT OYeHb Ou3-
KO, YbM-TO PYKHU IBITAJIMCh €€ YCIOKOWTh. Bepa He moHumana
CITPOCOHBS1, UYTO MPOUCXOIUT, IJIe OHA HAXOAUTCS ¥ KTO TO CKJIO-
HUWJICA HajJ HEW.

CHavasia B 11a3za el Opocwicsi OeNIBIil TOTOJIOK, JeleBast
JIOCTPa; KPOBaTh IJIOTHO MPUMBIKAJIA K CTEHE — XOJIOAHOM U Oe-
TOHHOM. A Jie:)kajla OHa B KPOBaTH C OEJIBIM OeJTbeM.

Benoe, Genoe, Bce Gernoe. ..

«BbonbHuIa» — ynapuio Bepe B royioBy, 1 HOBbII IPUCTYII Ta-
HUKM oxBaTui ee. Ho Korja oHa mpUIofHsuiach Ha JIOKTSX, TO
yBUJENA CUIAIIETo psaoM ¢ Herd Hukury. L[BeT nmia ero 0wt
TaKMM 3Ke, KaK ¥ BCe B 3TOU Majiate — OOJIe3HEHHO-OJICTHBIM , C
TEeMHBIMH KPYTraMu O] T1a3aMu. 3aMETUB, YTO OHA TPOCHYJIACH,
HukuTa BCTas ¢ Kpecaa v IpUHUK K He.

— Twl B mopsigke? Bee xoporo?

— Her, — orpeiBucTO 0oTBeTMIIA Bepa, crapasch He CMOTPETD
emy B ma3a. — [louemy s 3nech? Yto ciyuusocs?

— ThI... — OH HaOpas Bo3yxa B Jierkue. — Thl TOJIBKO He BOJI-
HY¥Cs, JJagHO?

— D10 Tebe HaO BOJTHOBAThCS, — Bepa czenana xecr, KOTo-



PbIM XOTeJa OTTOJIKHYTh €r0, XOTSI OH U He MPOoOOBa K Hell Ha-
KJIOHATBCA. — YTO ThI 310€Ch Aenaenb? Co MHOU?

OH nomosnya, coOMpasiCh ¢ MbICIISIMHU.

— $1 Hamen Te0s1 B BaHHe, Bofia ObUIa. .. KPOBaBasl.

— Yro?!

— To1 pe3ana Bennl. O 6oxe, Kars, — cama aTa MbIcib puBena
€ro B yKac, — 3a4eM ke Thl 3TO cAenaal

Bepa HaGmionana 3a Tem, Kak OH, 3aKpPbIB JIMIIO pyKaMu, TO-
JIOITIe]T K OKHY M Telepb CTOsUT K HEl CITIMHOM, OOPSCh C IMOIIH-
ssmu. Bepa ToJbKO Jplliasia U1 HUYEero He Moria oTBeTuTh. OHa
B3IJISIHYJIA HA CBOIO MEpeOMHTOBAHHYIO PYKY, U BOCHIOMUHAHUS
MOTUXOHBKY CTaJIM BO3BPAILIAThCS B €€ OTYMAHEHHYIO I'OJIOBY.

3adem OHa 3TO cAesnana, npasaa? 3auem? Y Bepsl He Haxonu-
JIOCh HU OIHOTO Pa3yMHOro oreeTa. OuepeHou UMITyJIbC, KOTO-
POMyY OHA HE CMOIJIa TPOTUBOCTOSATD.

Ho oHna ocraBuia sty npoGiemy, penus pa3oOpaTbes ¢ ApY-
Toil.

— Kak 151 Boriesnn B Moyt jom?

W HuxkuTa cpasdy 3a0blT 0O CBOMX MyKax. B 3aMernarenbcTBe
OH CJIOXKWJI PYKH B KYJIaK 32 CIIMHOW U IPUHSIICS pacXaXUBaTh
U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY MO NaJiaTte.

— Kak-T1bi-Bomesn-B-mon-n1om? — [loeropuna Bepa ¢ nonrumm
ray3aMu 4epes3 KakJ0€e CJIOBO.

— Tonbko He HepBHUYal, KaTh. TeGe Hemb3sl.

— D710 Tebe ObLIO HeNb3sl BphIBATHCS B MO0 KBapTupy! Kakoe
IIPAaBO ThI UMEN?



— 4 xe He codupacs...aeaarh 9ro-To ykacHoe, Kars!

— Otkyna MHe 3Hath? Thl 4yKOU YEJIOBEK.

Hukura BerutecHyn pykamu, HO mpoMormyan. Cka3arh ObLIO
HEYero.

UYepe3 MUHYTY, HA/IESICh, YTO IEBOYKA YCIIOKOMJIACh, OH MPO-
JOJIKWIL:

— 4 6ecniokowics 3a Tebs1. 3a... 3a Mamy.

— 3a mamy, — ¢pIpkHY/Ia Bepa, HO OH He pacciblia.

— $1 momxeH ObLT MPUITH, AOJIKEH OBbLIT BaC MPOBEPHTh. . .

— YersipHaguars sietT Hazaa! — IIpokpuyana oHa, U ocrpas
60J1b yaapuia eii B rosiopy. OHa MprsKaiach K MOAYIIKEe, TUXOHb-
KO MOCTaHbIBasl, JOCaAysl, YTO OH CTOUT Nepejl HEN U BCE BUAMT.
Ee 35nocth Bo3pocna. — Yxonu orcoaa.

— Jlaii MHE OOBACHUTHCS.

— BpbiBaThcsi B KBapTUPY MOTYT TOJBKO...TOJBKO... — OHa
HUKaK He MOIJIa ofo0paTh MOAXO/AIIETO CI0Ba, a OH, BOCIIONb-
30BaBIINCh MOMEHTOM, MOCHENIHO 3arOBOPUIT:

— Ho nocnymaii. I b1 He cTan Tak Aenarh, cama CUTYaAIHs
3acTaBUJIa.

— Kakas eme cutyauus? Kakue xankue onpaBIaHus. . .

— Baiuu ¢ Mamo# coceiku HarpoTuB. .. $1 cityyailHO O3BOHIUJ
K HUM, [1a, 3a0bU1, YTO Y BaC TPEThs KBAPTHUPA, & HE YETBEPTasl.
Tak OHM CKa3ajM, 4TO K BaM 3aXO[IMJ1a KaKas-TO HE3HAKOMas Je-
BOUKa, KOTOPYIO OHM TpexJe He Buaean. Ckazaiu, 4To OHa Kak
BEYEPOM IPHUILLIA, TAK TaM 1 ocTanack. C KII0YOM, TOHUMAEUIb ?
S1... moiiMu MeHs, 1. .. 51 3BOHWI, CTy4asl. Mbl BTPOEM IbITATUCDH



T03BaTh XOTh KOro-eMOy/Ib, TaK BBIILIO, TAK MOTYYHJIOCH, YTO I
CIIy4aliHO, /14, HE CMOTPU Ha MEHS TakK, CIy4YalHO MOTSHYJM 3a
PYUKY, ... O0Xe, Thl IIpaBa, KaJKUE IMOTYTH. . .

W oH, GecroMOIITHO B3SIBIIMCH 3a TOJIOBY, PYXHYJI Ha CBOU
CTYJL.

Bepa cmorpena Ha Hero 3agymunBo. Heyxenu 3ty cocenku
4TO-TO 3anono3puin’? KoHeuHo, um b Obl HAUTU TeMy IS
crjieTeH!

Bepa Heronyioiiie 3aBepresia rojI0BOM, PEACTaBIIsis, YTO 9TH
CTapple JEBbl MOIIM MOAyMaThb. Ee Bcerga BOJHOBAJIO 4ykOe
MHEHHEe, 0OCOOEHHO cefiyac, B TAKOW CUTYaITUH.

— Ilpoctu mens. — BeimaBui Hukura, HakoHEl, O KOTOPOM
Bepa naxe 3a6pl1a Ha Kakoe-T1o Bpems. — Korja ... yBugen Teos
TaMm, B Bofe... [loxanyiicta, TONMbKO Oe3 YIpeKoB M capka3ma,
ymoJsio. 4 Bce moHsn, ... 1 yxkaceH. 3Haio.

Bepa nocmotperna Ha Hero, Ho 6e3 kajoctu. OHa IoKa He MOr-
Jla MPOHUKHYTh K HEMY paAyIIHbIMU UyBCTBAMH, paHa, HE Ta,
4TO Ha PyKe, a TaM, IITyOOKO BHYTPH ee IPy/Iy, elre counnach. Ho
YTO-TO BPOJE CJIa0O0W BEPHI, MOJOOHO TYCKJIOMY JIYHHOMY CBETY,
MpOOMBAIOIIEMYCsI CKBO3b 00JIaKa, MOTUXOHBKY BCTABAJIO HA Me-
CTO XOJIOTHOTO TIpe3peHusl. 3JI0CTh yke He OrJla ee TeJio JPOKbIO.
OHa pocTo CMOTpeIa M KJIajia, 4To Oy/IeT Jajibile.

OH pe3Ko MOTHST TOJIOBY, OYATO €ro yKaJluiia Imyejia, | Cripo-
CHJI, He 00panasch K JIeBYIIKe:

— A rie 6bi1a Bepa?

OHa MHCTMHKTHMBHO CXKaJjlaCh, HAaTATWMBAs OAESJIO JIO ropia,



Kak Oy[TO XOTeJna CIpsITaThCs.

— Korpa s Bomen B kBapTtHpy, ee... He Obi10. Kats. .. rae ma-
ma?

Bepa nesxasa, OypaBsi B3IJISIIOM KaKyl0-TO TOUKY Ha TIOTOJIKE,
C ONIYIIEHUSIMHA YeJIOBEeKa, 3arHaHHOro B yroi. OHa He 3Haja,
YTO CKa3aThb, MOKAa BOCIIOMHHAHUSI MIPOIILIOrO Beuepa BHOBb HE
HaKpbLIM ee Jie[sIHOW BOJIHOM. Bepa cHOBa yBu/iena nepe riasa-
MU Te 0e3:KaT0CTHbIE CTPOYKH, KOTOPBIE IIOCMENA BHIBECTH PyY-
KO ee cOOCTBEHHasl 10Yb, CHOBA COAPOTHYJIACh OT YYBCTB, Tie-
PEKUTHIX HAKaHYHE IMPOUCIIECTBUS, U MOHSJIA, 3a4eM OHA pe3a-
JIa BEHBI.

W BniepBbie 3a nosrue roasl Bepa mouyBcTBOBaa HeCcTepu-
MYIO XKaJloCTh K camort cebe. Ternepb, Koraa oHa MpeBpaTuiach B
MIOZIPOCTKA, OHA B3MJISIHYNA Ha ceOst CO CTOPOHBI, HO I7Ia3aMH YKe
apyroii Bepel, cHOBa 1oHO# 1 11BeTy1ei. OHa cMoTpesa Ha ceds,
YBSIIIYIO, OAMHOKYIO, CYTYJTYIO, BEUHO IPYCTHYIO M HECUYACTHYIO,
HUKEM He JII0ONMMYI0, HUKeM He mojiepxuBaemyio. Crasm caa-
BUJI €M TPy/lb, U U3 €€ ropjia HEBOJIbHO BHIPBAJIOCH:

— OHa ymepra.

HukuTa BCKOumII co cryrna.

— Yro?! Yto THI cKa3ana?

— Mama ymepia, — 1 OHa, 3aKpbIB JIMLIO pyKaMu, TOBEPHYJIACh
K CTeHe, CIaBJICHHO PblAasi, yKe He oOpalas HUKaKoro BHUMa-
HUS Ha ero npucyTtcTBre. OHa OyATO AEHCTBUTEHHO OIJIAKUBA-
J1a camy cebsi: 10 Toro 60JIBHO el ObLIO, IO TOrO OOUIHO, YTO OHA
OobIIIe HEe MOIJIAa COXPAHSATh CTOMKOCTb.



— Kak... ymepna?.. — Hukura Hacynwicsi, OyaTO YCI/BIIIIaB
YTO-TO HEJETNOoe, OHAKO HeonpoBep:xkumoe. — Kak? Korma?

Ho, yBuzieB, Kak TpscyTcs ee Iuiedd noj oaesiyioM, Hukura
TIOHS1JI, YTO BOMPOCH! €ro Tak U ocTaHyTcs 6e3 oTBeToB. [la emy
OHH, Ha caMoM Jiefie, 1 He ObuTh HyXHBI. Camoro ¢akTa xBara-
JI0 JUTS TOTO, YTOOBI C TIOJTHBIM OITyCTOIIEHHEM BHYTPU PYXHYTh
00paTHO Ha CTYJ U MPOCUIETh TaK B OLIETICHEHUM XOThb LIEJYI0
BEYHOCTb.

Ho takoi crpacTHbIil yenoBek, kak Hukura, He MOTr CUIETh
Ha MecTe, He MOI' MOJT4a MepekUBaTh rope, He MOI' MUPUTHCS C
Heu3BeCTHOCThI0. OH CHOBa BCKOYMJI HA HOTU U IIArHYyJ1 BIiepen
K KpOBaTH, OpoIliasi BOIIPOCaMMU:

— Korna sto ciyumnocs? [Touemy? 13-3a yero? Ona yem-To
6onemna? Yro ke mpownsomnuio, Kars, modyemy 310 CyInsiock, Kak
3TO CIIYYWJIOCH?

Ho oH yMoJIK, KOria OCO3HaHUE eMCTBUTEILHOCTH OOpYIIIU-
JIOCh Ha HEro: TaK BOT, IOYEeMY JIEBOUKa ceOs TaK BEJIET; BOT, MO-
yeMy OHa cJiesiaia ¢ co0ou 3To.

U, pactporasimch, oH 6pOCHJICS K KPOBATH, OIyCTUBIIIMCH HA
KOJIEHO, M He’KHO MOBepHYJT Bepy 3a muiedo k cede. Ta He npoTu-
BUJIACh, HO CKOpee OT HeoxkunaHHocTU. OH yBU/IEN ee pacKpac-
HEBIIIeEeCs JIUIIO, 3TY HETOAACTbHYI0 CKOPOb, ¥ CEepALIe ero pac-
riaBwiock. Hukuta Haien ee 60bHYIO pyKY MO/ OfIESTIOM, Bbl-
CBOOO/IMIT ee M HayaJl MOKPbIBATH MOLENYSIMU, OyATO XOTes UC-
HEJTUTh ee 3a0MHTOBAHHbBIE PAHBI.

Bepa, rimy0oko mopaskeHHast STUMU JISHCTBUSMM, HE MOIJIA 1



meoxHyThess. OHa MpocTo HaOMmogama 3a TeM, Kak TOT Yeslo-
BEeK, Ka3aBINUICS el Mocje pa3Boja TAKUM Oe3IylIHbIM, pac-
KpbIBAJI €1 CBOM UyBCTBA.

Kaxaplil crpanan no-ceoemy. Ho nMeHHO 3TO U CBeJO uX B
TY MUHYTY.

Bepa, TponyTas nouenysiMu, 3ariakaia emie CUibHee U Mpu-
JIbHYJIA K ero ryieuy. Hukura kpenko oOHsI ee, Jiernevya Kakue-To
yTeluTebHbIE CJIOBA, IJIa/s ee M0 roJIoBe U IJIeuy.

— Bce Gyner xoporiio, Bce OyeT XOpoIlio. . .

U et xotenock MOBTOPUTH 32 HUM: «Jla, Bce Oyaer xoporo!
Hla!», HacTONbKO OHA ycTasla OT 3TOW Oe3HAHEKHOCTH, Ha KOTO-
pylo, 1o cyTu, obpekya ceOst cama. Bee oOuapl, BCIO HEHABUCTb,
BCE MBICJIM 00 OTMILIEHNH, BCE OHA OCTABMJIA TIO3aH, 3a CITMHOM,
Kak Oy/ITO MOJIOKMJIA TPY/Ay HEHYXHBIX BEIel B CTAphIi 4eMO-
JIaH 1 cOpPOCHJIa B PEKY, ¥ Ta YHECJIa €r0 B HEU3BECTHOM HarpaB-
JICHUH.

— 3alepu MeHsl JIOMOW, — HE OTIyCKasl €ro M3 OOBSATHIA,
MIPOCKYJIMIIA OHA, — I He XOUY 3/IeCh OOJIbIIE OCTaBAThCSI.

— Xopotto, xopotio. .. I orBe3y 1e0s1. — OH OTIPsIHYI OT Hee,
YTOOBI, BUAAUMO, BCTPETUTHCS C JIOKTOPOM, M BCTaJI C KojieH. Be-
pa CXBaTWIa €ro 3a PyKY U, VIS eMy B IJ1a3a Tak kKaJoOHO, UTo
y HEro CkaJjloch Ceplle, MPOroBopua:

— 41 He Xo4y BO3BpaIATLCA mMyod.

Bepa Bapyr ocosHana, uro Ta Katsi, KOTOpyIo OHa BCTpeTuia
B CBOEM CHe, OblIa MpaBa — y Hee HUKOro He ocTtajnock. U ecnu
OHa ceiyac BEpHETCs B 3TY IMYCTYIO U XOJIOJHYIO KBapTUPY, OHA



corger ¢ yma! Beap oHa Hazies1ach, YTO C HACTYIJIEHUEM HOBOTO
yTpa OHa BHOBb 00patutcs B cebs npexkHow. Ho atoro He ciy-
YUJIOCh, @ 3HAYMUT, HE CIIyduTcs U MoToM. OHa 3acTpsijia B 3TOM
3a4apOBaHHOM MHpE, U €€ HEKOMY ObLJIO TIO/JIEPXKATh.

Bepa rotoBa Obuta cHecTH NaJieHre, Ha KOTOPOe C TPYIIOM pe-
IIMJIaCh.

— 4 nonnmaio, — npoiuentan oH. — Ho... kyna?

Bepa npukycuina ry0y, caepxvuBasi MOACTYMAIONINE PhIJAHUS.
On He nonumaet! He nmonnmaer! OHa He MOXET BJIOKUTH B €r0
TOJIOBY CBOM MBICJIM, HE BbICKa3aB UX npsMo. Ho kak 3T1o cnox-
Ho! Kak cj1o:xHO 3TO caesath!

— Kyna-aubynp, — BbIIaBUIAa OHA, — HO TOJBKO He Tyda. He
X0uy.

Hukura pactepsHHO CMOTpEN TO Ha Hee, TO Ha Py4YKY ABEPH.
OH B camMOM jieJie He MOHUMaJI, YTO €MY JIeaTh, HO 3HaJI, YTO TaK
MIPOCTO OCTABUTDb JIEBOUKY OH HE MOT.

— 41... Hajgo mogymark, — MPOOOPMOTANT OH B 3aMellaTesib-
CTBe, — HaJI0 MoggymaTth, Kats... 4 obemaro, ...

W oH ymMOJIK, cam He 3Hasi, 4TO oOemall.

Bepa B3moxHysna M mepeBepHy/Iach Ha JIpyrod OOK, K HeMy
cnuHOW. BBIIo sicHO — momoly oT Hero He xau. Karts mpasa,
rpaBa, Mpasa. ..

— 41 BEpHYyCb, CKOPO BEPHYCh, — CKa3aJl OH U BBIIIIEJ U3 MAJIAThI.

Kornma Bepa ybeaunack B ToM, 4TO OcTajach OfiHAa B Iajare,
OHa pa3pbl1aiach TaK HAJIPHIBHO U POMKO, UTO UCIYTajach camy
ceds.



UYepes nmapy JHEW ee BBIITUCAIIN.

YTpom Toro qus npuexan Hukrra, oHY POTYJISUIACH O J1BO-
Py, a [ocJie BEpHYJIUCh B Majary.

— Kartb, — OKJIMKHY/ OH, KOIJla OHU BOIILJIM, — MHE...HaJ0 C
TOOOI TIOTOBOPHT.

Bepa Tospko nocmorpesia Ha Hero. OH NOHSI, YTO OHA TOTOBA
BBICJIYILIATh, HO KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT YBEPEHHOCTb €r0 MOKHU-
HYyJa.

Hukurta rimyOoKo BTSHYJ BO3IyX HOCOM M BBIIOXHYI ITYMHO
prom. Eire pa3 nmpoKpyTHUB MBICJIEHHO pa3roBOp, Kak OH OOBIYHO
nenan, Hukura ckazan:

— 41 penko ObIBato B 3TOM ropojie. JIagHo, — OH BUHOBATO OITy-
CTWJI TJ1a3a, paccMarpuBasi ee OOJbHUYHBIE TalKH, KOTOpPBIE e
BbIJIaJIa MEJICeCTpa, — B MOCNIETHUN pa3 51 ObLT 31eCh, KaKeTcs,
net naTh Hazad. [locne pa3Boga ¢ MaMol 1 HEAOJTO 31ECh MPO-
XKW1 3aBTpa BeuepoM si Bo3Bpaiiach B [letepOypr.

BuyTtpu y Bepsl noxonogeno. OHa HEBOJIBHO B3APOTHYJA, OT-
BOJISI B3MJISI/L K OKHY.

— B IletepOypr, — 9XoM NOBTOpHJIA OHA.

— Ha.

— Ha, Te1 00 3TOM MeuTas... — [IporoBopmia oHa TMXO, BU-
s riepen; coO0# ero MoJIof0i 00pa3, OIHbINA BOOIYIIEBICHHS U
panoctHoro npeakyueHus. Cepale y Hee 3aieMuo.

Hukura 3amemikan. Ilopoil ee moBeneHWe HACTOPaKUBAJIO
€ro: OHa 4acTo rOBOPUJIA TAK, CJIOBHO 3HAJIA €TO C POKACHUS WIN



JlaKe JI0JIbLIe.

— N... 3auem T MHE roBOpHILB 3TO? — Ee ronoc npenaresis-
CKHU APOTHYJI, U OHA HAMEPEHHO 3aKalllsiia.

OH 3aJ10MUJT PyKH 3a CITIUHOM.

— ¢1 Bce ernie 00eCIOKOEH TBOEH JKU3HBIO U TEM, KTO ee pasje-
nset. Tl MOXelb He TOBOPUTbh MHE, KTO TBOH OIEKYH, HO MPO-
CTO CKaXH, 4TO Thl B OE30MAaCHOCTH.

Bepa o0xBaTuia cedst pykamu, IIarHyB Briepe]] K OKHY, YTOObI
OH BUJIEJI TOJIBKO €€ CIHHY.

— B 6e30omacHocTH, — eBa BHITOBOPHIIA OHA.

HukuTa KMBHYJ Kak Obl caMoMy cebe.

— 41 3Ha10, YTO... OYEHb MHOIO BPEMEHU IPOLIO. .. U 5 €r0
yryctui. Ho, kistHych, Kats, MHe Obl OueHb XOTeJIOCh BCe U3Me-
HUTb. OYeHb.

— O ueMm THI? — Bepa nocMoTpera Ha HEero 4epes IJIevo.

OH cxan KyJlaku, CTapasich BEpHYTb YBEPEHHOCTb CBOEMY BU-
1y WU XOTsI ObI TOJIOCYy.

— 51 xouy, 4yTOOBI THI TOeXaJa co MHOU B [TetepOypr. Xots Obl
Ha JIETHUE KaHUKYJIbI.

DTO NpeJIoKEeHUE 3acTalo ee Bpaciuiox. MIMeHHo To, yero
Bepa Hukak or Hero He oxujgana. OHa CHOBa OTBEPHYJIACh OT
HETO, BIUIOTHYIO MPUOJM3UBIINCH K OKHY, U yIepiia PyKH B MOJI-
OKOHHUK. MBICIH €€ CMEeITaJIiCh, YyBCTBA COTPSICAITN ee OcIia0-
JIEHHOE TEJIO.

WuTepecHo, uto Ob1 oTBeTHIa Karsa?

O, 9Ta HECHOCHAsI IEBUOHKA Oe3 BCSKMX COMHEHMH Jaja Obl



TBeproe cornacve! Hu o ueM He qymasi, HUKOro He CIipallmBasi,
HU Ha 4TO He oOpaiasi BHUMaHUs, OHa ObI IyCTUJIaCh B JOPOTY,
OKPBIJICHHAS KaXKA0M MPUKJTIOUEHUN.

Ho Bepa — ne Kars.

N 4ro xe orBeTUT OHA?

— 1 Te6s1 He ToporuTo. S BCce MoHMMAal0, — OH ypBaJ ee U3 pas-
JOYMHUIA, — O3TOMY J1al0 TeOe BpeMsl TOlyMaTh.

Bepa Bce Momyasia; ee B34 PUKOBAIM KAKUE-TO CTAPUUKU
BO JIBOpE, T'YJISIIOIINE TIO JOPOXKKE.

— 51 ocraBmio TeGe cBOW HOMEp TenepoHa, YTOOHI ThI, PEIIUB,
CMOIJIa MHE COOOIIIUTb.

HukuTa He 3Ha1, MOXKET J1 ObITh B MajiaTe pyyKa Win XOTs Obl
KapaH/alll, T03TOMY JJOCTal COOCTBEHHYIO MAJIEHbKYIO PYUKY U3
MOsICHOM CyMKU. HanricaB Homep Ha oqHOU U3 cali(peToK, JiexKa-
IIMX Ha TyMOOYKE y IBEpH, OH CKa3aJl:

— Bot HOMep. [Toka cobupaiics. OTBe3y TeOs1 JOMOM.

U oH BbIIIIEN U3 NaIATHI.

CrycTst rmojtyaca rmocJjie Toro, Kak OHU OThEXaJi OT OOJBHUIIbI,
HuKu1TA MPOIOJIKIIT Pa3roBOP, KOTOPBIH MBITAJICS TaK HEYKJTIOKE
HAYaTh.

— Xoportio Obl OBUTO, KOHEYHO, BCE K€ HABECTUTh IICUXUATPA.

— ThI cuuTaelb, 1 YokHyTast? — Cripocusia OHa OTPHIBUCTO.

— 51 3TOrO He rOBOPWII, — CIIOKOWMHO cKa3an HukuTa.

— Ho umen B BUy.

Huikuta MoHsuI, 4TO AOMYCTUIT OIIKOKY, ¥ Terephb He 3HaJ, KakK



€€ UCITPABUTb.

— Her, Kara, koneuno, Het. He xotesn te0s1 00MIETS.

— He Hano 6b110, TOrIA, BOOOIIE STOrO FOBOPUTH, — MPOLIEIHU-
Jla OHa, CEPAUTO CKpeluBasi pyKH Ha IPYAd U OTBOPAYMBASCH K
OKHY.

Tak Hukwura MoHsu1, 9TO COOCTBEHHOPYYHO JIMIIWJICS BO3-
MOXHOCTH HAJIQIUTh C JIOUEPhIO OTHOIIICHHUSI.

UYro kacaercst HUKUTBI, TO eMy CIIOKHO OBLIO MPeIoKuTh Be-
pe oty noe3aky. OH Koedascs u3-3a ee HeMmpeICKa3yeMoro xa-
paKTepa; OH He 3HaJI, KAKOW PeaKIIiy CJIeyeT KIaTh OT JICBOUKH.
3aBonuT, 4TO0 OH OeccoBeCTHhIN? M Topno BCKMHET TOJIOBY,
MpUMeT CaMOOTBEPKEHHYIO T03y M CaMbIM MaOCHBIM TOHOM,
KaKUM TOJIBKO MOTYT pa3roBapuBaTh STH IOHBIE 3aAlITUTHULIBI COO-
CTBEHHBIX eIl HEPAa3BUTHIX JIMYHOCTEH, OTKAXET eMy HAOTpe3.

Ho ona nmpomonyana. Ona BooOI1ie HUYero He ckaszaja.

N nostomy mbici HUKUTHI B 1opore ObLIM 3aHSATH TOJBKO
M. Ecii oHa corytacuTcst, To Kak UX OTHOIIEHUsI OylyT pa3By-
BaThCs B AanbHenmem? U OynyT am BooOie pa3BuBatbes? Yto,
€CJIM 9Ta Moe3/1Ka HUJero He u3mMeHuT? Yto, eciiu oHa noxaseer?

A ec/i OHa TaK U HE COIIacUTCs?

OHaKo CTOWT 3aMETUTh, YT0 HrKuUTA, Kak Obl HE TPOTHUBHUIICS
TOMY YyBCTBY, a BCe ke B INIyOWHE JIyIIIU CBOEH, B TEX €€ YepTO-
rax, Ky/ia CJIO)HO ObLIO IIPOHUKHYTh TIOCTOPOHHEMY B30pY, Ha-
Jesiicsl, YTO OHa TIPUMET OoTpuIiarebHoe periieHre. OH gymait,
Oy/IeT I OHA TOTOBA K 9TOMY, HO 0 cede-To oH nogymai? ['otos
JI OH K TAKOMY CEPbE3HOMY IIary ceiuac, ecjiv YeThIPHA/IIATh



JICT HasdaJ MyTh K OTBETCTBCHHOCTH IJIA HETO ObLT neperHT?
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