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Coaep:xanue

I'naBa 1. Upa
Konen o3HakoMUTENBHOTO (PparMeHTa.
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Bajepuii Kpacnooopoabko
Npun

HPHH — paii, menavie cmparbl, GONHCECMEEHHO YUCbILL, HENOPOUHbLIL, UCIOK YUCTO20 CEEM.

HCTHHA - Ooemam, akcuoma, npasda — Komopasi He mpeoyem Ookazamenvcmea. Heumo
HeusmerHoe om bozoe u [Ipedkoa.

Hpuna — dcenckoe ums — o3Hauaem OYXo8HO C6emAdAsl, UUCMAS, XO3AUKA U XPAHUMENbHUUA
cemeiiHozo ouaza.
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I'nasa 1. Upa

1

I'poMKoO XJ10MHY1a, BEIIBETIIAS OT BpEMEHU U 3aMbI3raHHAsi COTHAMM HEMBITBIX PYK, BXOJHAs
JBEPb MECTHOI TaBepHbl. B 3TOT MpeKpacHbIil ¥ MOTOKUIA €Hb, TOCETUTENEN, Ha yAUBJIEHHE, ObUIO
HEMHOTO. /IBepb, OT CKBO3HSIKA, OMJIacCh O KOCSIK, M1 HUKTO M3 TIOCETUTENel He 0OpaTiil BHUMAHUS,
Ha 3TOT PUBBIUHBIN YXY 3BYK M MOSBUBLIETOCS Ha IOPOre MOJIOAOTO MapHs, B IOTEPTOM JKUHCOBOM
kocTioMe. OH, HETOPOIIMBO BOIIENT B TEMHOE, IIPOKYPEHHOE IPSTHHBIM TaOaKOM U TPaBKOM, TOMelIIe-
Hue. OCBEIIEHHOE BCETO HECKOJIKUMHU, TOJICTBIMH, OTBPATUTEILHO CJIETIJIEHHBIMU Ha CKOPYIO PYKY,
CBEYaMH, HEPAaBHOMEPHO pa3BeILEHHBIMHU 110 CTeHaM Bcero 3aj1a. BoHb, ynapuBiias B HOC, HE IIOKH-
poBaJIa rocTs, Ka3ajoch, OHa €My HPaBHJIACh, KaK, BIIPOYEM, U BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM 3aBCerarasM, Kou,
CHUJENY 32 3aMbI3TaHHBIMHU, I'PA3HBIMU, KaK CaMH, CTOJIAMU U Ppa3[lyBajid HO3JpH, IIIyMHO BTATMBas
MECTHBII BO3/1yX.

KopoTKO cTpriKeHHbI MOJIONON YeJIOBEeK, B CTApOM M U3PSIHO IMOHOIIEHHOM, HO YMCTOM,
IKMHCOBOM KOCTIOMe, Tiporén B 3a1. Ocmotperics. Y ocraHoBMIICS, MeXAY OMKAHIIMMK CTOIAMU
Y TPSA3HOM CLIEHO, Ha KOTOPOH, B 9TOT CaMblid MOMEHT, y JIEPEBSHHOIO CTO0a, OTILIM(OBAHHOTO
1o Orecka, pyKaMu U TeJaMu MOTHBIX TAHLIOBUIMLI, BbIIE/IBIBAJIA IPOTUYECKUE «I1a» IBIIIHOTPYAast
nesuiia. E€ mmkapHoe, HO cierka 3axxupeBliiee, TeJI0 U3BUBAJIOCh, BO30Y:K/1asl TPUILIEIIINX B TABEPHY
MIOCEeTUTEJIeH, KaK MY KCKOro, Tak M ’KEHCKOro mnojia. B rmazax mosoznoro yejgoBeka, 4To-TO MeJIbK-
HYJIO, HO TYT, e I10racyo, CJIOBHO OH YBUJIEJ, B TAHLYIOLIEH JIeByIIKe HeuTo 3Hakomoe. Ho, rmons,
41O OmMOCs, OTBEN I71a3a B cTOpoHy. CKas3blBaiach yCTaJOCTh TPEXCYTOUHOTO Mepexosa 1o 3acylil-
JIMBOW CTETIN.

— Cunpitb ThI, AsTeN, a Hy cruHb! Tenky, cyka, 3aropoaui! — nocielancs rpyooe BOCKJIMIIA-
He, BO30YKIEHHOTO KJIMEHTa, CHIEBIIETO 32 OMMKAWIIIM CTOIMKOM.

ITapeHb, UTHOPUPYS PETLIUKY MOCETUTEN S, CIIOKOMHO MOJIOKUII HA CLIEHY OJHY MOHETY, HOJTy-
YMB B3aMEH KapKUI CITIOHSBBIN TMOLIETYH B JI0O OT YETHIPEXTPYAON TAHIIOBIIMIIBI, M HAIIPABUJIICS K
OapHO cToiike. X03siiKa TaBEPHBI, CTOsIa CIMHOM, U HE BUJENA MPUOIMIKAIOLIEr0Ccsl HOBOTO TOCTS,
Y MPECHIOKOMHO HAaBOJWJIa Ha MOTPENAHHOM KU3HBIO JIULE BEYEPHUI MaKUSK, TPEABKYILAs KapKUil
BEYEp, a MOXKET Jaxe, eC/IU MOBE3ET, HOUb... TeMHbIe, TYCThbIe BOJIOCHL. .. BOJIHUCTBIM KackaaoM,
JlexaT Ha ruiedax. .. B qyie He3HakomIia, OnsATh YTO-TO LIEIKHYJI0, OH BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— Wpa?!

Ot ero, NpOBETPEHHOIO U XPUILIOTO roJI0ca, X03511Ka B3APOrHyJIa.

— To1 u€? [lebun?! — BCKpUKHYJIa OHa, B3/IPOTHYB OT MCIIyra U TYT e OBEPHYBIIHUCH, Iepka B
OJIHOM pyKe MaJIeHbKOE 3epKaJiblie, BO BTOPOW, KPACHbIM KapaHalll, KOTOPbIM OHA, OUYEBUIHO, CIII0-
HsABA €ro, nojakpammsaia cede ryoel. — Kakas, g tebe Mpa?! Yro, xkpaTh Oyaerib, Npuaypok? — u
OHa NaJblIaMu, CBOOOIHOM TPEThel PyKH, B OXKMJIaHWU 3aKa3a, HETEePIIeIMBO OCTyYala 10 BHITEPTON
HacIieX, )KUPHOU TPATIKOU, OaApHOI CTOMKe.

— A 4TO, €CTb... €cTb [0ECTh? — CMYTHWJICS] TAPEHb, BUJIS NEpesl COO0I COBEPILIEHHO HE3HAKO-
MYIO KEHILIHY, C OOJBIIMM LIPAMOM Yepe3 BCE JIMLIO U, COBCEM, HE I0HOTO BO3PACTa, XOTs € C3a/H,
Ta BBIIJIsIENA eIE HUYETo.

— 3asu, yTKa, rpulbl, KapToxa, 4yava, BUHO, U €IE Ky4a BCSIKOH XepHHU, — HEOPEKHO, OTBETHIIA
XO351HKa.

— 3asu. Byny kpatb, — COrIacuiics ¢ IepBbIM OJTIOIOM T'OCTb U Cell 32 OMKANIINI CBOOOTHBIN,
u OoJiee-MeHee YHCTHIH, CTOINK, KpOMe KPOIIIeK, Ha HEM HUYero OoJblle He JIeKaslo U He CTOSUIO.

JKeHMHa HEAOBOJIBHO, HO CIIEIIHO, OTJIOKMWJIA CBOM HEXUTPBIM JaMCKUH TyaseT, ylula Ha
KyXHIO 1 y’Ke Yyepe3 MUHYTY, IIPUHECIIA, TOYTH OCTHIBILIETO, KPOJIMKA, C IECTHIO JIaTaMU OOCHITAHHOTO
Pa3HBIMU MTPUIPABAMH U 3€JICHBIO, HO elIE C XpyCTsleil Kopoukoil. OHa, HeOpeKHO, OpocHa OIoa0
Ha CTOJI epeji KJIMEHTOM, U BEpHYJIach 3a OApHYIO CTOMKY, IPOAOJIKATh CBOM HEXUTPBIN OOEBOH pac-
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Kkpac. [Tapens, kaaHO HAOPOCHIICS HA, TOYTH OCTBIBIIETO, )KAPEHOTO KPOJIUKA. XBOCT IrOCTsI, CBUCAS
CO CTYyJIa, U B TaKT YEJTIOCTSAM, Oeray OT yJOBOJILCTBUS, U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. BbinaBasi CUIbHbIN
TroJI0f] XO3sMHA.

— Crplniib, XBOCTaTHIN, YTO Oyners uTh? MoxeT, 6adcy Tede momorpeth? Y Hac ecTh Takue,
4yTO U MEPTBOMY NMogHUMYT! Xa-xa! — cripocuiia X035iKa, MOJONS K CTOJMKY, 3a KOTOPBIM CHJIEI
HOBeHBbKUH. Ho KJIMeHT, He OTPHIBASICh OT MUIIH, OTPHULIATETbHO MOTHYJI FOJIOBOU. BUst MoT4aMBbIi
OTKa3, HECTOBOPYMBOTO KJIMEHTa, 3710 Opocuia, — C TeOs1, TpU MOHETHI.

Ha criene, yxe aBe AeBUIIBI M300pakaliil CIIEHY JIIOOBH, JIacKasi APYT APyra YeThIpbMs Mapamu
pyk. ITocTeneHHO ycKopsisi TEMII, U TaK ke paBHOMEPHO, M TIOUTH CHHXPOHHO, CHUMAJIU CKYAHYIO
OZICKOHKY JIPYT C APYKKH, ABUTAsICh K (PMHAILHOMY aroreio. B 3aje, B TaKT MX IBUKEHUSIM, MTOCITbI-
IIAJTUCh TPOMKHE MPEAIKCTA3HbIE CTOHBI.

— Vry, — BHTUpAs KUPHBIE TYOBl PyKaBOM, OTBETHJI MapeHb. OH JOCTa KOIIeIb U BHITAIII
OTTYy/1a, TPY TMOCJIEIHNX, TIOYEPHEBIINX OT BPEMEHH, MOHETHI, pa3HOro HOMHUHaJIA, — Ecim MOXHO,
BOJIbI. X0JIOJHOM !

— Tor ué, uyBak, copermmn?! ['me xe s Tebe, 3mech Haiay Boay! [da emg€, xomoanywo! Bo O,
nypak! — xo3stiika 3a0pajia co CTojia MOHETHI.

B 3TOM MHpe, HOMUHAJI MOHETBI, HE UTPaJl HUKaKOW POJIM, MOHETa ecTh MoHeTa. Lludp HuKTO
HE 3HaJL

— D10 3aBefieHNe AJIs1 KPYThIX MYKHUKOB.

— 3BeHsit. Y MeHs1, 6a00K OOJbIlie HEeT, — TUXO U YeCTHO OTBETUJI TOCTh, — 2 HA OXOTY BBIATH,
HET cuJ1. §1, YeTBEPTHIN JIeHb HAa HOTAX. ..

— Hy Torna, cyka, cBobozeH! — keHIpHa rpy0o mokasasia majblieM MOCETUTENO Ha JBepb. —
¥V Hac, He nomaor!

— bnarogapio 3a 3aiiunkal

[NapeHp cnokoiHO 0OIIOAAN MOCIEJHUE KOCTOYKH, OECIIEPEeMOHHO BBITEP PYKH O MO0
XO3SIMKH, U ITPECIIOKOIHO HAITPABUJICS K BBIXO/Y, OCTABUB Ha CTOJIE JIEXKATh ITyCTOM Kotienb. U B Toxe
MTHOBEHHE, Ha HEro HajieTesna NoIyrosas IeBHia, HeOKUJAHHO BRICKOUMBINAs U3 OOKOBOH IBEpH, 32
KOTOPOM pacriojiarajiich KOMHATHI TSI «yTeX». Bcé e€ Teso ObLIO CIUIONIb MOKPHITO SI3BaMH, C TOJI-
CTOM CAMOKPYTKOM B 3y0ax, CO CTpAIIHBIM MIEperapoM U CTOMKUM 3araxoM, JaBHO HE MBITOTO Telia.

— C™mortpu, kakont 6oit! INoiiaém co mHoli! § TpaxHy Bac, U He OUH pa3! — MbSIHBIM T'OJIOCOM,
3aurpbiBasi, 3ajenerana K pHiia JoOBH, TPUCTaBasi K HE3HAKOMOMY, HO BECbMa CUMIIATHYHOMY TOCTIO.

— [Noma BoH! — rocTh rpy00 OTTOJNKHYJI €€ B CTOPOHY, CBOMMU CHUJIBHBIMHU PYKaMH, C HECK Pbl-
BaeMoi O6pe3rmBocThio. — Cyka cudosHas!

TocTs, yske cnenan napy 1maroB, COOMpasich BHIATH U3 TABEPHBI, KaK KTO-TO, TIOJIOKHUIT eMY TSIKE-
JIyI0 pyKy Ha TUIeYO.

— Mpa3b, Thl 3a4eM 0OHJEIT HAIITy IIBIMYCOBYIO TENKY? — 3TO OBLT TOT e 3aBCerjarai, 4ro 9yTh
paHbliie, MPOCUJI OTOUTH B cTopoHy. [lapeHs, y3Has ero mo rosocy.

MBpliiiis!, B IpeA9yBCTBUH JPAKH, MOJIOIOTO YeJIOBEKa 3auTPaJTi TIO]T BBUTMHSIBILICH KUHCOBO
OfIe)K 0. 3aNETHBIN rOCTh, HETOPOIUTMBO TOBEPHYJICS, BIIVISIHYJI CBEpXY BHU3 Ha OCTAHOBHUBIIIETO
€ro TOJICTOTO YeJIOBEeKa.

— Umo, Thl HaM JOJKEH! — 3aBceraTai, ceil «IpeKpacHoOr» 3a0eraJloBKU, HAXMYPHUI OpOBH,
OOJIM3HYIT JKUPHBIE TYOBI, IONOMPasi, IJTMHHBIM U Pa3[IBOEHHBIM, I3bIKOM KPOIIKU C HUX M OTIIPABJISIS
oOpaTHO B poT, — He To, myctum Ha dpapi!

— Ma y6ei1 b1, 3TOr0 KO37Ma! — BU3KaNIa OOMKEHHAsI POCTUTYTKA, MIPUKPHIBasi pyKaMu OOHa-
K€HHYI0 TpyAb. OHa, NIpU MaJIeHNH, 3aleNUIach 3a TOPYaBIIMK TBO3[b B CTEHE U copBaya ¢ ceds,
OCTAaTOK KOPOTEHBKOM MPO3payHOi KO(THI, B BUJE JUPUHKA.

[Napa mpsHBIX Opy3ei 3710r0 MapHs, C JBYX CTOPOH OKPYKWJIM HE3HAKOMIIA, 3a)KUMasi €ro B
KJiery. 1o OblIa, X POKOBas omuoka. ['0cTh, GOKOBBIM y1apoM HOTH, COUJI C HOT, CTOSIBIIIETO CJIeBa
60pOoIaTOro TroJIoBOpe3a ¢ BepOMOKbIUM ropOOM Ha CIIMHE, a CTOSIBILETO CIpaBa, YAOXKWI yIapoM
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KyJlaka B 1oiooposiok. ToT omieren B CTOPOHY, NIPUXBATUB COOOM M BU3XKABIIYI0 OT HETOJOBAHUS
XO3S1HKY, TMOAOLIEAIIYI0 MOOIMKE, YTOOBI JIydIlle PacCMOTPETh, KaK OTIENAI0T 3TOr0 CaMOYBEpeH-
HOTO, J]a U K TOMY ke, He MECTHOTO NpHIypKa, KOUX 371ech He Jobwm. B crenyomyio cekyHay,
HOX T'OCT$1, B3fIBLIMIICS HEBECTh OTKYQ, MOJIOCHYJI MO TOPJIy 3JI0TO, IIOTHOTO U SIBHO HE3[J0OPOBOTO
ISICHBKY C YEeTHIPhMSI YIIIAMH U MAJICHBKMMH POKKaMu Ha rosioBe. ToJCTsK yra Ha OETOH, XBaTasiCh
obenMu pyKamu 3a ropsio. B taBepHe, noBucia 31oBemas TUMHA. JIuib OysIbKalolye 3ByKH, JOHO-
CUJIHCH ¢ Tiof1a. [1apeHb, JeMOHCTPATUBHO BBITEP CBOM HOX, O PyKaB YOMTOTO U TaK e JIOBKO CITpsi-
TaJl €ro, Kak U gocrai. Orsaaen Bcex HaXOAUBILUXCS B 3aJl€, XOJIOJHbIM, HO CHHOKOWMHBIM B3IJISAOM,
CBOUX FOHY6I)IX ria3 v, HE MMPpOPOHUB OOJIbIIIE HU CJIOBA, HAITpaBUJICA K BBIXOAY. Ero XBOCT, HCPBHO
nofparuBal, B Tak OueHus cepaua. B 3a0erajoBke, HUKTO HE HIETOXHYJICS.

Ha ynuiie, napHio B rooBy yaapui IOTOK CBEKEro BO3/yXa, BIEPEMEIIKY C 3allaXOM IOMOMKH,
YTO pacroiarajach, Kak MOJIOKEHO, TYT K€ 3a YIJIOM TaBEPHBI, B KOTOPOI KONOIIWINCH MaJIEHbKUE
TEMHBIE CYILIECTBA, HE TO €XKH C TEJIOM MBIIIH, HE TO MBIIIY C €KOBBIMU KOmoukamu. [TyTHUK Ope3r-
nuBo nomopiuwics. ITogHs rogoBy BBepx M mocMoTpen Ha He00, CBETUIIO CTOSIO €lIE BBICOKO,
ellBa Kacascb MaKyllIeK JepeBbeB. [lo 3akaTa ocTaBaJIoCh 4aca TpH, He MeHsble. [Tocie 910l CThIuKH,
HOYEBATh OKA3aJI0Ch HeTJe. A OH, TaK MeuTaJl BbICIIAThCS, HAa MATKOM noctenu... Ho, eciau yectHo,
eMy OOJIbIlIe ¥ He XOTEJIOCh OCTaBaThCsl B ITOM MAJICHBKOM M OY€Hb I'PSA3HOM IOCEIEHUH, 1 MOJIOOH
4eJloBeK, He oOpalliasi BAMMaHMs Ha YCTaJIOCThb, OTIIpaBmiics Jajbine. Ciaemys Tyaa, KyJa r71a3a BeayT.
Bcs ata rpass, onpoTuBesia HaleMy repolo. 3a HEMOJIHBIX TPUALATS JIET, B €70 CO3HAHUM, IOCETUIIACH
MBICJIb, O TOM, YTO Y€JIOBEK, He BCeria ObUT TAKUM KAJIKUM U yOOruM. V1 cMBICI 4estoBeYeCcKOM KM3HU
HE COCTOUT B TOM, KaK BCEM 3€Ch Ka3aJIOCh, YTOOBI JKUTH KaK CBUHbH, XPaTb, TPpaXaTbCAd U T'HUTH
32kKKUBO. [ OBOPUTH BCIIyX CBOM MBICIM, OH HE BCErla pelnajcs, 3Hajl, YTO AAJeKO He BCE MOMMYT.
[Toatomy, crapasncs aepxartb ux npu cede. Ho 4ToObI HATH OTBETHI HA CBOM BOTIPOCHI, OTIPABHJICS
IyTEIIECTBOBATh 110 MUpy. Pemenue, okazanock BepHbIM. Koe-rzie eMy nonajianuch CBUIETEIbCTBA
OBbLIIOTO BEIUYMsI YeJIOBEUeCTBA, CTPOCHUSI, KPAaCHUBbIE M HE OUYEHb, CTPAHHBIE XKeJIe3HbIe IITYKH, U,
KOHEYHO XC€, APEBHUEC IMTUCbMCHA. . . HO, IMUCbMCHA, KO BUJCIT TTIOBCIOAY, HAYYUJICA YUTAaTb, OTHOCH-
TEJIPHO HEIaBHO. DTOMY €ro Hay4us, OYeHb APEBHUI CTapHK, CO CTpaHHBIM UMeHeM Jliobomup. U
Tenepb, XBOCT, BCEIIa CTPEMUJICS ITPOUYUTATD JIIOOYIO HAAIKCh, Jake MYCTh COCTOSIIIYIO U3 HECKOJIb-
KHMX U HIYero He 3Hayanmx OykB. Ho 1 3TOro emy ObUIO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI Ha TIEJTBIN JeHb MOHSTD
ce0e HaCTpOeHHe.

Bcé€, uTo M0J1071011 4esIoBeK 3HaJI O ObIJIOM MUPE, OKA3aJIOCh CIIMIIKOM MaJlo, [JIs BOCCTAHOBJIE-
HUS TIOJIHOW KapTUHBI, O KU3HU NIPOILION IUBWIM3AIUK. Y mapeHs, pemt ajis ceOs, HAUTU 9TO-TO
OoJ1ee MHTEPECHOE M BECOMOE, YTO MOIJIO OBl MY YKa3aTh, Ha IPUIKHY rMOeJIM BCETO YeJIOBEYeCTBa 1
Ha TO, KaK OHU TOT/1a BBITJISIIEIH, KaK KWIH, 4eM Jbliiaid. CTapuk, mepesi CaMol CMEPThIO, PACKPBLT
MaJICHbKYIO TaﬁHy, YTO I'A€-TO B OKPYI'€ 9TOI0 MOCEJICHN A, B KOTOPOM OH TOJIBKO 4YTO, TaK OTJIMYHO,
B KaBBbIYKaX, 1000ea1, ecThb Melepa, OTKPBIBIIASCS M0CIIe IPOoBaia 3eMJIH, T/ie HAXOAWIOCh TO, YTO
TaK UHTepecoBalo napHs. JlioboMup B Hell ObLI, OCMOTPEI U BCE, YTO CaMOe, Kak OH CYMTaJl, BAKHOE,
cripATaJ oy Oosnsloi Kydeil Mycopa. Tak cka3arh, OAajblle OT TOCTOPOHHUX IJ1a3.

XBOCT MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEeKa OT BOJIHEHU S ¥ TIPEIBKYIIIEHH I, HEPBHO MOAEPrUBaICs, O0SCh MPO-
nyctuTh nemepy. Cryck, B ICKOMBIN ITPOBaJI, ObUT 3aIJITAHMPOBAH, HA YTPO CIEMYIONIEro AHs. A 3TOH
HOYBIO XOTEJI XOPOHICHBKO BLICITIATLCA B TABEPHE. Ho JKHN3Hb, BHECJIa CBOU l'[OHpaBKI/I! JInmmBImcy
HOYJIETa, ¥ HAaIUIEBAB HA MHOTOJHEBHYIO YCTAJIOCTh, OH OTIIPABUJICS HA ITOUCKU ITpoBasa. ITockombKy
Caetwio eeé JBUrajgock o HeOOCKJIOHY, U 10 3aKata Obulo BpeMs. CTapuk O4eHb TOYHO OIHCall,
KaK B HEro NomnacTb, HO IPY HE3HAHUH MECTHOCTH, MOKHO TOIPOCTY HE 3aMETUTh U IMTPONTU MUMO.
[TapeHs, cierka BOJIHYSCh, IEPECEK MOJIE, 3aPOCIIEE BBICOKON TPaBOM, ¥ OKA3aJICs B T'YCTOM MOJIOZAOM
necke. JIBurasich He crenla, U MpUCTalbHO OMISABIBASCH IO CTOPOHAM, IpUMeYasi pa3Hble MeJIOUH,
NpUOJIIKAJICS K LIEHTPY HEOOJIbIIOro, HO I'yCTOro Jieca.

Cepaiie GerieHo KOJOTUIIOCh, B €r0 MOITHOW OT MPUPO/BI TPYAHU, KaK Y IOHIIA, BIIEPBbIE TOKH-
HYBLICTO OTYUH JOM, OCTaBIINCh OJMWH Ha OJUH CO B3pOC)IOI71 JKU3HBIO.
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«XBOCT, ycHOKo¥csl, Bc€ Oyzet xopoio! Ku3Hb npekpacHa!» — MBICIEHHO YCIIOKAMBaJl OH caM
ceOs1.

Emy HpaBuiics ToT, crapblii si3bIK. OH 3ByYall, CJIOBHO MY3bIKa, Il yIIU U yiied. B kaxaom
CJIOBE, YyBCTBOBAJIACh O'POMHAsI CHJIa M HeCCsKaeMasi )Ku3HeHHast SHeprusi. CJIOBHO CBETOM Harlom-
HsUJTach AYIa, eBa CTOMJIO 3arOBOPHTH, HA STOM YIMBHUTEILHOM SI3bIKE.

Bckope, Hain repoid, Bbllien Ha KaOaHblO TPOIMY M HAMPABWJICS MO XOPOLIO MPOTONTAHHOM
CTEXKKe, TOKa He 3aMeTWJI CIipaBa OT ceOsl OrpPOMHBI KamMeHb, OOpPOCIIUI MO BCEMY NEPUMETPY
HEeTIPOJIa3HBIM MOJIOJBIM KYCTAPHUKOM, OJlarofiapsi 4emy, HaOMHHAJ MYXCKYIO TOJIOBY, C JIICUHOM
Ha MaKyIIIKe ¥ T'YCTON pacTUTENILHOCTHIO Ha BUCKaX. VIcKaTesnb MPUKITIOYEHHIA, 0I00pUTETbHO KUBHYT,
BU/IS Tiepe]] coOoil raBHyIo nprMeTy. OOOrHYB BaJIyH CIIeBa, IMOYTH Cpa3y OKA3ajcs y MpoBaia, o
KoTopoM roBopuit Jllobomup. YOeauBIICh, UTO B OKPyre KpOMe Hero HUKOTO HEeT, HavyaJsl CITyCKaThCs
B H13. Temueno. HyxHo Obuto criemuts. [1aiblibl CKOMB3UIIM N0 3eMJISIHBIM CTeHaM TrpoBasa. [ mHa
OCBHINANACh M3-TIOf] HOT, rpo3si 00BaIUThes. 1107 HUM siMa, B HECKOJIbKO METPOB IITyOMHOU. A Tam
BHU3Y, MOIJIO JIaTh YTO YTOTHO, U YIIACTh TY/a, y TapHs He ObLJI0 HUKAKOTo Xkesanus. Kamens, roa
MIPaBOM PYKOH, MpeaTeIbCKU JPOTHYJI, 32 KOTOPBIH AEPXKAJICS MyTHUK, U BHICKOYMJII U3-TIOJ] KPETIKUX
naJbleB, 1 XBOCT. .. cOpBasicsl BHU3. Ho HaTpeHrpoBaHHBIE MaJbIibl, HAMEPTBO, BUETIMIUCH B IPyTrOi
KaMeHb, HO M TOT, HE BBIJEPKaJl Beca MOJIOAOTO YeJIoBEKa M OYEPEHON pa3, COPBAJICS U TMOJETeN
BHU3. JleBasi pyka 0oOXBaTuiIa YTO-TO TOHKOE, HO MPOYHOE, OHO COTHYJIOCH IO TSKECTBIO Tesia, HO
Boiziepxkao. [Tapens ornsnencs. Okazanock, YTO yrai OH, BCETO Ha Mapy METpOB BHM3, U Becel, Ha
TOpPYABIIIEM U3 KaMHsI, TOJICTOM METAJLTMYECKOM TIpyTe.

10 OblIa apMaTypa, U3BECTHASI HAM, BBICTYIABINAS U3 KYCKa OETOHA, IO KOTOPBIM, 3USLT TEM-
HBIA NPOXO/] B remepy. TeMHoTa cryianach.

«Bot ona! 4 Hamén e€! Crapuk Jllobomup, He 0OMaHyT MeHs!» — MBICIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJT
XBOCT.

OcTopokHO TIepedrpasich Mo MpyTy, MOJIOAON YeJOBEK J0Opasics 10 Y3KOro BXOJa B MEIIepy
Y XOPOIIEHBKO PaCKaYaBIIINCh, 3AMPHITHY/I BHYTPb TOMEIICHHSI.

«MHTepecHo, Kak 3TOT MIyOOKHI CTapuK, CMOT ciojia Ao0parbcs? 3/1ech U 3M0POBSAKY, THTIA
MeHSI, HEIPOCTO 3a0paThCsl, HE TO, YTO CTAPUKY!» — XBOCT ocMoTpecs. [1axio 3eMél, THUOIMIM
MycopoM u eni¢ yeM-to. OH He 3Haj, 4eM, HO ITOT 3amax eMmy He nmoHpaBuiics. CaenaB HECKOJIBKO
II1aroB BIIIYOb, YJILIOHYJICS.

«Crapuk JlrodomMup xke, mornaji ciofa cinyJaiiHo. Ha Hero Hamasm Opojsiaue 1chl, ¥ CTApHK CIIpsi-
TaJICs 3/1eCh, MEPEXKUAAst OMACHOCTh. A KOIJla CTae HACKyUYMJIO KJaTh, YIIUIM, TaK ¥ HE 10K JABIIHCH
CBOEi 100bIuM!» — MapeHb BCHOMHUJ OAPOOHBIA pacckas cTapvka Mpo TO, Kak TOT MONal B 3TOT
MPOBaJI, U YABIOHYJICS.

[poiias eme HeCKOIbKO METPOB MO TBEPIOMY IOy, OUyTHIICS B HEOOMbIION KoMHaTe. OKa-
3aBIIMCh B MOJTHOW TEMHOTE, OH HE 3HaJl, YTO eMy NMpeanpuHsATh. Koisi, 3T0 ObIJIO ero Hactosiiee
UM, JaHHOe Mpu poxaeHur OTiioM 1 Matepblo, HO TIOJIb30BAJICS OH UM PEIKO, Yarlle, NCIOIb30Ba
CBOE Mpo3BHIle — XBOCT, MPUHSIICS MAPUTh PyKaMH N0 CTOPOHAM, XBOCT €T0 CHJIBHO JIPOXKaJl, KaK
OyATO OT 3TOrO, OBLIA KaKasi-TO BecoMast MoJIb3a.

[Nouck npunEC pe3ynbTaT. BOT nasiblibl Halynaay Ha CTosie HeOOJBIIOHN MPOAOITrOBaThIN IpeI-
MeT, MOAHEC K IJ1a3aM, HO TaK U HUYero He yBuzeB. Torma XBOCT, MPUHSIICA KPYTUTD BEIllb B PyKax,
HEOXUJIAHHO YTO-TO KPYIJIOE U IIepIIaBOe MPOBEPHYJIOCH MO MAIBIIAMH, U CHOIT UCKP, Pa3ieTasch
BO BCE€ CTOPOHBI, OCBETHJI TeMHOTY. OH, MCIyraBIINCh, €Ba HE BHIOPOCHII MpeaMeT B TeMHOoTy! Yto
ero yJaepKajo OT 3TOro IMOCTYIKa, OCTANIOCh He u3BecTHO. Ho, yxe BTOpasi MoIbITKa, yBeHYAIaCh
ycriexoM. [Tnams, BCIIBIXHYB, OCBETHJIO KOMHATY, OOO0XKIJIO eMy MaJiell, U TyT e mnoracio. M atoro
Kore okazanoch JOCTaTo4HO, YTOOBI PA3IIsi/IETh CTOSBIIYIO Ha cTojie cBedy. EmeE mapy morsITok, u
OHa 3aropesach. TO MaJIEHbKOE OTHUBO €My MOHPABUIIOCh, M MOJIOZION YeNIOBEK, OBICTPO CIIpSITall
32)KUTajIKy B KApMaH [ITAHOB.

— OmmmuHas Beulpb. .. [Ipurogutsces. ..
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[MomernieHre oka3anoch He OOJIBIIUM, U 3aBaJICHHBIM BCAKOW BCSIYMHOM. [ 71a3a TapHS, BCITBIX-
HYJIM OTHEM JMKOTO JTIOOOIBITCTBA, M C HEYAEPKUMOCTHIO MPUPOKAEHHOTO 30JI0TOMCKATENS, Opo-
CUJICSL PBITHCSI B OOJIBIIION Kyue XJ1ama, OCTaBJIEHHBIM OBIBIIIMMH XO35IEBAMH, STOTO YOOTOTO JKHJIbSI.
Wi He xwiib4. ..

B BO31yX noAHsAIach Tyya BEKOBOM ITbUIM, CKOITMBIIIEHCS 3[1€Ch 3a MHOTHUE JIECATUIIETHS. XJ1aM,
MIPEBPATUBLIMICS B TPYXY, BaJISIBLIMIICS TOPOM BJIOJb JaJIbHEN CTEHBI, HE IIPE/ICTABISI HUUEro UHTe-
pecHoro, oObIYHAsI Ky4a ucTieBniero mycopa. Ho XBocT, yrnmopHO Mpogokain B HEM PIThCS, TIOMHS
cnoBa otia — «Kto uimer, Tor Becerga Haitner!». Bekope, OH U3BIEK CTEKIISIHHYIO OYTBUIKY, C XOPOIIO
COXPAHUBIIIENCS STUKETKOM.

«O1muHO! D10, MOKHO IPOJATh ! » — MEJIBKHYJIA B TOJIOBE MBIC/Ib. By THIIKH, B €10 Mupe, sABIIs-
JICh CTPAIIHBIM JeDUITUTOM, U JIIOOOH BIIaesell, Jae caMOl 3aTparie3Hor 1 YOOTror TaBepHbI, ObLI
rOTOB, 32 OJIHY TaKyl0 CTEKJISIKY, BBIJIOKUTb MPUINYHYIO cymMMy. [lapeHb ocTOpo:kHO nocTaBui eé
Ha CTOJI, ¥ TIPOJIOJIKIJI TTOUCK. AKKYPaTHO TepeOupat MOMTyCTHUBIIKE BEIH, MOPIIACh OT HENPUST-
HOTO 3amaxa, cTapasich J00paThcs 10 CaMOro JHA, TOMHS CJIOBA CTApHKa, YTO CaMOe MHTEPECHOE, OH
CIpsATAJl B caMOM HU3Y. Ero masblipl HATyHaau YyToO-TO LIEJIECTAIIEe MOX0KEee HAa CBEPTOK.

«Tak, Tak, Tak! A 4TO TyT, Yy Hac? — XBOCT U3BJIEK CBEPTOK AKKYPATHO CBEPHYTbII B TOJICTHIN,
YEpHBIi 11e7U10(paHOBBIN MTaKeT. — CTpaHHbI MEUIOYEK, TAKUX. .. 5 eI€ He BUJall. [ JisiHeM, 4to Tam!»

[TapeHb OCTOPOKHO pa3MOTajl €ro M U3BJEK OTTyJa BCE COOEpKHMMOE. DTO OKa3ajach KMIa
Oymar, 1 6epexkHO TMONOXUI UX Ha cToil. [lonBuHYB Onmke cBeuy, IPUHSIICS pasIsAbBaTh 100bI-
TOE COKpoBHIIEe. Bc€ okazanock Tak, Kak ¥ roBOpuJI cTapuk. U terneps XBOCT, C OOJIBIIAM JIIOOOTIBIT-
CTBOM, pa3IJisi/IbIBajl 3TH BELIU.

B BepxHeM KOHBepTe, OKa3aUCh IBETHBIE (poTorpaduu. DTU BOJIIEOHbIE KAPTUHKU, Cpa3y
MIPUBJIEKJIM BHUMAaHUE U 3aXBaTUJIM BCE ero BooOpaxkenue! OTI0KMUB CBEPTOK B CTOPOHY, MPUHSLICS
C IMKHMM JTIOOOITBITCTBOM UX Pa3IJIsi/IbIBATh.

«¥YX, ThI! A 4TO 3TO, 32 uya0 KapTiHKu? JlIoam TyT, Kak xuBble! Acdurets! IHTepecHo, a Jliodo-
mup ux Bugen? Hdymato, nqa! OH ke UX U crpsTall, OT MOCTOPOHHMX IMa3 nofaeine! Ctapuk cam
cKazaJl, Ilie UMEHHO MCKAaTh!».

Ha noxenTeBmmx oT BpeMeHHU, HO HE YTPATHBIIMX IIBETa M KauecTBa, (potorpadusix, Obuia
MOJIO[Iasl CeMbsl, OT/bIXaBIIAs I1e-To Ha Mope. U 1Ba CHMMKa, Iie MapoyKa HeKMIach B JTydax COJIHIIA,
y CamMoro Kpasi pruOO0si TaIeqHOro IJISKa, 3aMHTPUroBay napHs. OH BHUMATEIIHHO Pa3ryIsablBal UX,
B TYCKJIBIX JIy4ax CBEYHM, TO U AEJI0, IPOBOJS MO YEJIOBEUECKUM TejlaM MajiblieM. XBOCT NIEpPEBEPHYII
dororpacuio, HO Ha 000POTEe HUYETO He ObLJIO, U OH CHOBA YCTABUJICS Ha MOMYOOHaKEHHBIE Tela,
HEU3BECTHBIX eMY JIIOfICH.

«31N Moax, He Takue Kak Mbl. OHM KpacuBee! Y HUX JBE PyKH, JBE HOI'M, U1 HUKAKKUX XBO-
croB! — KonuH cOOCTBEHHBI XBOCT, HEPBHO 3aCTy4asl IO HOXKE CTOJIA, YeM BBI3BAJI CHIIbHOE Pa3-
Apa)keHUe CBOETO X03MHA. — A 3TO, YTO Takoe? — ero BHUMaHUe MEePeKI0YNIIOCh Ha U3YMpPYIHbIE
BOJIbI MOpsi. — $1 Takoro, Hurae He Buaen?! 1o uto, Boga? U nouemy, oHa takas uucras? [louemy,
e€ tak mHoro? Vi sto, He Bona? Het. Bona! Tonbko, ouens kpacusas! U rnaBHoe, €€ oueHb MHOTO,
u oHa yucrasi! Takoe ObiBaeT?»

Bormpocsl, B rosioBe napHs, Chllajauch OfIMH, 32 APYIMM, HO TaK U HE HAXOIWIU B HEl OTBETA.
[Nomo6oBaBIIUCh elle, Kakoe-TO BpeMs BOIIEOHBIMU KapTHMHKAMH, Ha KOMX CJIOBHO OCTAHOBHJIM
BpeMsl, BIPOYEM, TaK OHO U ObLJIO, OH OTJIOXKWJI CHUMKH B CTOPOHY M MPOIOKUII pacCMaTpHBATh
ocraBiuecs 6ymaru. CrienayronmmM ObLT, CJIOKEHHBIA BIBOE JIUCT MMOJIOCaTol TOHKOUM Oymaru. Koms
OCTOPO’KHO, JIEVCTBYS JIMIIb KOHUMKAMU NAJbLEB, Pa3BepHYJI ero. TaM, pa3MallicTbiM MOYEPKOM,
HarmcaH HeOOJbIIION TeKCT. XBOCT, C OTPOMHBIM TPYJOM M TIO CJIOTaM, CMOT' €ro IPOYMTaTh:

«Munas mos, Cawernvka! 5 6010co, umo mMoé nucoeMo, yxce HUKoz2oa He 0otioém 0o meosi... Ho
A xouy, umoosl mol 3Hana, umo s meos JIIOBJIFO! Tet npocmu, umo s He cMo2 8epHYMbCS IHCUBLIM
¢ eotinel. [Ipocmu! H noueayii 3a mens, Hauezo ColHUWKY, U Hayuu e2o aooumv Hawy Poouny, u
Obimy, HacmosaWUM mydicuuroi. Cmompu, ne banyii ezo!
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Kaxk 6vt mam scuseme, o6e3 mens? Kax pooumenu? Iluwu mue 060 ecém! Ecau koHeuro, 8cé-
Maxu, NOAYHUUb MOE RUCbMO. A, xouy 6cé 3Hamsw, 00 nocaedteli noopoorocmu... He apu ceoe!!! Toi
yarce HUKo20a, He evlbepeutvbcst omcrooda!l Ima, npokasmas, eotina! OHa YHUMMONCUNA 8CE IHCUBOE
Ha 3emae! A, KOHeuHo, NOHUMAI, YMO HAOeHCOa YMupaem nocaeotel, Ho nocae sl0epHoLl 6oMoapou-
PO8KIL, 8PS0 AU, KIMO OCMAACS 8 HCUBbIX... [Ipokasmuie amepuxanyvl! Kax s éac nenasudicy! byoeme
evl, npokasmol! H Haderocw, umo Hawu pakemol, HaHECAU 8aM, 20pa300 Oovute 8pedd, Yem Gauu
Ham. Jlaono, xeamum conau nyckams, NOWEN. .. NOBOIKOIO. .. »

XBOCT, He BCE MOHSIT U3 TPOUUTAHHOTO TEKCTa, HO OOIIHIA CMBICI eMy cTal noHsTeH. Hayanace
BOIHA, MEX/ly KAKUMHU-TO «aMepUKaHIaMu» u.. .7 Kem? Kto ObuIH Te, Ueil sI3bIKk eMy TaKk HpaBUJICS,
Y YbM NTUCbMeHa OH uckai? Ho TaiiHa, moka octaBajiach He packpbiToid. OH eI1ié MpoYruTal HECKOJIBKO
nceM. Ho Te Obuti BcE GoJbllie PO YyBCTBO, Ha3bIBAEMOE «1H0006bI0», U OHO TIOKA OCTABAIOCH
HeBeoMO 1114 Hawtero repos. Hy, ninm noutn HeBegomo. B nocnengnem konsepre, Ko, Haen kpyr-
JIBIA ONECTSIIIA JUCK, ¢ N300paXKeHHBIM Ha HEM CeIbIM MYKUMHOW, B CTPAHHOM OfIEXK[E, IPA3HBIN
U ¢ opykueM B pykax. Hagmuceio rnacuna: «4, pycckuii cordam». VI MaieHbKUI KJIOYOK Oymarw, ¢
KOPOTKOM 3aIUCKON: «3Imo, moui aobumbslii hunom! [okadxicu e2o cviny! [lycme on pacmém nacmos-
wum Pycckum conoamom, u omomemum 3a Hawy cmepms! Xeamum cede epams! Huxmo Huuezo yoice
He yeuoum! Onu nozubau! He meutv cebsi nycmolmu HA0EHCOAMU. ... »

«Bot oHO! — 1po cebs1, BOCKJIMKHYII TApeHb, XBOCT €r0 3aMETAJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOpoHY. JI00
nokpbuics ucnapuaoi. — 1 Pycckuii. Her! Mul Bee, xuBymme 3z1ech, Pycckue! $1 xouy ObITh, Kak
onu! § xouy ObITh, Kak oHuU! f He x0uy, OBITh MbsHOW pBaHBIO! 1 OBIIIOM, THUIOIIAM 32KUBO, HE
kKeJaro ObITh!»

Ha nune nosiBuiack 3aragounas yisioka. [lapeHs nmoimast cBoi XBOCT JIEBOM PYKOH, a IPaBoO#,
HE pa3/lyMbIBasi OTCEK €r0 HOXKOM O]l CaMblil KOPEHb, JIOBKO U3BJICUEHHBIM U3 [TOTAIHOTO KapMalllka
B pykage. CtpariHast 00J1b, IPOILIACh IPOKBIO 10 Tey. B rnazax noremuesno. Kposu moutu He 65110,
3aT0 0O0JIb, MIOCTENIEHHO YCHIMBAJIACh, U XBOCT, MOTEPST CO3HAHUE, PYXHYB Ha IO, MOAHSIB CBOMM
najgeHueM o0JIako MblIH. .. bonb... Betep... 910 on npunéc 6omb. .. Her... Betep nmpunéc xonox. ..
[opei... Tlo 1egHUKY MOAHUMAIOTCS TPU YeJIOBeKa, C OOJBIIMMU pIOK3aKamMu Ha crimHax. JIEn, mox
TSKECTBIO ITPOJIAMBIBAETCS, ¥ IBOE MTPOBATMBAIOTCS B TITyOOKYIO TpenuHy. JleByIika, najaer HIIKOM
Ha JIHUK M TBITAETCS OCTOPOKHO TOIMONM3TH K €ro Kparw, YToObl TOMOYb CBOMM JPY3bsiM. A U3
TEMHOU TTyOUHBI, JOHOCHUJICS TyIIepa3AupaIoNInil KPUK:

—...a-a-a-a-a-a...

— ...a-a-a! — XBOCT pe3KO OTKPBIBAET I71a3a ¥ IOHUMAET, YTO KpU4UT caM. Kpyrom cruiomiHas
TEMHOTA, U 3alax MHOTOJIETHEHN MbUIM U TIIEeHUs Mycopa. Bo pTy mepecoxio, CIOBHO JIHO peKU B
IycThIHE. ] 0J10Ba IyIuT OT yaapa OT CUJIBHOTO O KaMeHHBIH 11071. OH, KpAXTs, HOTpOraj MecTo yaapa.
Tam Obuta mwmka. KueHyI ronoBoit U MogHSIICS HA HOTH.

«310 OBUT COH. O1IATH 3TOT COH. [ToyeMy, OH MeHs TpeciieayeT?» — MeJIbKHYJIa MBICIIb B O0JTb-
HOU T'OJIOBE.

Caeua jioropena, cjerka IpuIiairB MOBEPXHOCTh CTOJA. B BO3Ayxe elle maxJio ropesoi miact-
Mmaccoil. [lapeHs, ef1Ba czienas 1mar, HaCTyIMJI Ha 4To-To Kpyriioe. Harnyscs u nogHsui. 1o okazascs
COOCTBEHHBII XBOCT.

«3HaiiTe, s TaKOU ke ypol, Kak 1 Bbl. Ho MHe, 310 HpaBuThCs! S 4yBCTBYIO ceOsl, HACTOSIIMM
yesoBekoM! — nogyman Kosst 1 ynsIOHYyICS, MeTbKHYBILEH MbICU, — Pycckum uenoBekom! Mup He
JoMKeH ObITb MEpTBBIM | »

Ewme pas, omynaB oTpe3aHHblid XBOCT, CBEPHYJ €r0 KOJIBLOM U CHPATAN B JIEBbII BHYTPEH-
HUI KapMaH, CBOETO CTAPEHBKOro Muikaka. Tyza e OTrpaBuiI U OyTHUIKY, U3 XOPOIIIEro 3eJEHOTo
CTEeKJIa, C HAATIMChIO Ha KpacuBoil ITUKeTKe «Boaka «CronmyHas»», U OBEPHYJICS K BBIXOAY.

«3a06bu1! — Kosst, cTykHyI cedst TI0 TOJIOBE U BEPHYJICSA K CTOIy coOuMpasi Oymaru, HO MX TaM He
0Ka3aJIoch, — PUCYHKY M MUChMeHa, 3a0bLT!»
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HairynaB Horoii, cBEpTOK, ynaBIIMK Ha I0J, HarHYJICA M HOJAHSUI €ro ¢ mnonia. AKKYypaTHo,
CJIOBHO CBSITYIO PEJIMKBHIO OLITyMas, yOSIUBIINChH, YTO HUYETO HE BBINAJIO TOCIIe HEOXKUIAAHHOTO CBO-
€ro NajieHus, 3aCyHYyJ1 €r0 B [1paBblii BHYTPEHHUI KapMaH CBOETO JKMHCOBOTO MU/ KaKa U 3al1arai, K
BBIXOJy M3 IPOBaJla, HEKOIa CIIyKMBILIEMY KOMY-TO IIPUIOTOM OT HEHACThs U XOJIOIOB, WJIK MECTOM
OTIpIXa TMocie KpoBaBoi cxBaTtku. Ctapuk Jliobomup, B CBOE BpeMs MOBEAJ, YTO KOTJA-TO OYeHb
JABHO, Ha 3eMJIe Bollapuiiach 3uma. JIioThlii MOpO3 1 BeTep, 3aMOpo3ul BCE uTo Mor. A CBETHIIO, OHO
xe Hare CoJHIle, MCUe3yIo HaBcera, OoJblie He jKeJlasi JaBaTh 3eMJle KU3Hb. Boliapuioch apcTBo
cmeptd. B Ty mopy, moru6;10 MHOTo JIIOfIeH, a Te, 9TO OCTANCh, OObEANHSIIACH B TPYIIIbI, TIHITASICh
BbUKUTH BMecTe. U Boikun. Ho He Bee. U et ux poxaannck, U OHM MOTOM PO/ CBOUX JETEH,
Ho CBeTUJI0, He KeJlaylo NOoABIAThCA. M Torna oauH U3 CBATHIX CTApPEUIIIMH, YTO CJIBUI 110 BCEH OKpyre
MpOpoKOM, 1o uMenu Emmo, crasn monmutees bory, ga tak ycepaHo, 4to nepecrani ects. M Ha copoko-
BOW JIeHb, BCTAJI, BeJieJI MPUBECTU €My COPOK YPOJUIUBBIX JIOJEH, TeX, YTO ObUIM HE TaKue Kak BCe.
[Noxenanue ero, ObIIO TOTYAC Xke McnoHeHo. K Beyepy Toro ke [Hs, Meped HAM CTOSUTH JBAIIATh
MYKUYMH U CTOJIbKO k€ *eHIuH. W Emo, npuHec, Bcex B TOT ke J€Hb, B )KEPTBY, OKPOIUB MEP3ITYIO
3eMJTIO TOPSTYEei KPOBBIO, 3THX OECXBOCTHIX, UMEIOIINX BCETO MO JABE PYKH U JABE HOTH, JIOJEH, BO UMSI
poxaeHusi, nonroxaanHoro Ceeruia. M yBuzaen oH Torga Oyayiee, 9To pOBHO Yepe3 COPOK THEd U
HOueM, 3apoauThcsi HoBoe CBETHIIO M HACTYIIUT Ha 3eMJie JIpyrasi Ku3Hb, Becénas u cBetias. Hapox
x1ai. PoBao copok queit sk an. Ho oHo, Ha HeOe Tak 1 He osiBUIIoCch. U K Beuepy COPOK MepBOro AHs,
COIUIEMEHHUKHU, OPOCHBIIIKE CBOIO PabOTy B OKMIAHUH Uy/la, OCTABIIMCH TOJIOIHBIMU, PA303JIMIUCh
Ha Emmo. [Tpumim B ero 1oM, 1 1oji pyKu, ¢ KpUKaM# HEHAaBUCTH M OOBUHEHUSIMHU BO JI)KH, BHIBOJIOKJIH
IIPOPOKa Ha YJIULy K pa3bsipEHHON TOJIIIE, I1e Mepe]] BCEM IUIEMEHEM U IIPOYMM JIIOIOM, ITPUBS3AIN
HEKor/1a JIOOMMOro MPOpOKa K KPecTy, OONIOKMINA OCTaTKaMU CKPOMHOTO CKap0Oa, CKOMMBIIIETOCs y
HEro 3a MUPCKYIO ’KW3Hb, U NONOKIIM. OH, JMILb TUXO CKa3al: — «5I, Bac BceX MpoIalo, 3a Ballie
HeBepue! Ho yepe3 cmepTh Moto, IpuET kK Bam Bepa u CeT!» u Oombliie HE W3all, HU €IUHOTO
3ByKa. U yxe co crnenyrorero aHs1, HeO0 HaJl 3eMJIEN CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE CBeTiIee U cBeTiiee. U BOT, Ha
COPOKOBOM JIeHb, rociie riudenu Emo, CBETHIo cHsIo B IOIHYIO CBOIO CHITY. XOJIO OTCTYMAJ. . .

XBOCT, IOTPy3UBIIKCH B BOCHOMUHAHUS, 111araJ [0 CyX0i Tpase, oAajiblie OT MecTa cero. Emy
XOTEJIOCh UIITH BIEPEN, HABCTPEUY BETPY U CBOEH CynbOe, MIlla HOBbIE I0Ka3aTeIbCTBA CYIECTBOBA-
HUS1 YeJIOBEKa, TOW APYIroil, HUKOMY HEeW3BEeCTHOM LMBUIM3aUUU. CUJIbHBIE U TPEHUPOBAHHBIE HOT'H,
He BHIOMPAIIM Y4 A2 YIOOHBIN Iy Th, OHU HECITH €T0 BIEPE, 10 My TsIM XOKEHBIM M HEe XOKEHBIM,
yepe3 oBparu riyookue u OypesioMbl BBICOKHE, [a TS, TOPOCIIMe KOMoYel TPaBor, PeylIKy Aa
PEKH MMOJTHOBOJHbIE U Tepecoxiire. Ho cTpaHHUKY ObIO BCE paBHO, JIUIIHL Obl HE CTOSITh HA OJJHOM
MecTe. B MBICIISIX, OH CTPOUJI CBOM IIJIaHBbl, JOTAAKHU U MTPETIOIOKEHUS.

Beuep crenenHo, no-uapck, cryckajics Ha 3emio. [lapeHp 3ameqni mar 1 OCTaHOBHJICS.
BurMatesnsHO ocMOTpeics, BeIOMpast yIo0HOe MeCTo AJisi Houslera. B HECKOJIbKUX MeTpax OT TOro
MecTa, IJie OH CTOSLI, HaXOIWJIach HeOOJbIIas JIbicasi OJISTHKA. TaM poc HEBBICOKHIA, HO OUY€Hb I'YCTOM
KyCT OOSIPBIIIHUKA, U TPaBa BOKPYT, C TPYIAOM JIOTATUBAIACH IO KOJIEH.

«O1uHo! — mogyMan ycraBIMid MyTHUK, — [Ipocto BenukonenHo! W TpaBa He BBICOKA, U
0030p xoporwii! 31ech U 3aHOUYIO ! »

[Tpu ero mpuOMMKEHNH, U3 KyCTa BbUIETeNA MCIyraHHas MTUIA. XBOCT JIOBKO BBIXBATHII HOK,
Y METHYJI B NIEpeNyraHHyI0 AU4b, KOTOPasi He 0KMJajla TAKOU MPbITU OT JIBYHOTOI'O Bpara M naja ot
OCTPOTO KJIMHKA, [TOTNABIIIEr0 TOYHO B €€ XPYIIKOE, HO OYEHb KUPHOE TEJIbLIE.

HecrieniHo nepekycuB, MOJIOON YesIOBEK YIIETCS B TpaBy. MecTo, rjie AOJIKeH ObLT HAXOOUTHCS
XBOCT, eI¢ 00J1es10, U OH TIepeBepHYJICS Ha OOK, IPOJOIKAst CMOTPETh B TEMHOE U Oe3/I0HHOe He0o,
YChIIIAaHHOE MUJUIMOHAMM CBETSILUXCS TOYEK. . .

...TIOCTETIEHHO Tajasi ¢ Heba, OHU MPEBPATUIIMCh B OECKOHEUHOE Oesioe ToJie, 0 KOTOPOMY He
CTIEIITHOM MOCTYTIBIO, IIJTa KpacuBasi ieBylIka. E€ nuiio cBeTuioch OT cyacTbsl. AJible TyObl, TPOHYJIA
6e33a00THas Jierkas ysapiOka. Ho 4eil-To MUKuil KpHK, MPUIETEBIINA HEBECTh OTKY/A, 3aCTaBUII €€
B3JPOTHYTh. YJIbIOKA BMUT ClIeTela ¢ Ty0, U CTpax, MOCEIWIICS B IeBUUbUX I71a3aX. OHa OCTaHOBHJIACH.
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Bcé Bokpyr nepen Hel MOIUIbLIO, Kak B TymaHe. COpocHB ¢ ceOsi CTpaHHBIN MEIOK, YTO BUCE
y He€ 3a CIMHOM, yraja HUYKOM B MATKOe U phixJioe Oenoe onesto. [Ipsmo nepen ieBymkon pas-
Bep3Jach Oe3/10HHAS MPOMNACTb.

HeoxumanHo oTTyaa, MosiBUIIaCh YesioBevecKas pyka B u€pHoii nepyarke! JleByIka, yto ObUIo
CWJI, CXBAaTUJIaCh 32 HEE, HO Ta BBICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 €€ PYK, U CAABJIECHHbII BOIUIb, pa3HECCA T'YJIKUM
9XOM IO YIIENbIO. ..

— ...a-a-a-a! — XBOCT HEBOJILHO B3/IPOTHYJI, M IPUHSIJICS XBATAaThCs 32 MPUMSATYIO TpaBy ode-
MMH PyKaMH, CJIOBHO Ma/iasi ¢ OOJIBIIION BHICOTHI, OH IBITAJICS COXPaHUTh cede paBHOBecue. Ho riasa
BCKOPE OTKPBUIMCh, ¥ MOJIONOH YeJIOBEK COOOPA3UJI, UTO JIEKHT MO KyCTOM Ha CBOEM JIOXKE U €My,
B JIaHHBII MOMEHT, HUYero He yrpoxaer. OOeryéHHO B3JOXHYJI U pa3BAJIMIICS B TPaBe, TOICTABIISIS
CBOM 4YpecJia, Noj yTpeHHue ayuu Ceeruia.

HoeB, ocTaBLIMiiCs C Beuepa, KYyCOK JMYM, OH MOILEN Jajbllle, OCTaB/IsAsl BOCXOISIIEE OpaHKe-
Boe HeOecHoe CBEeTHIIO clieBa OT cedsl.

Uepes HECKOIBKO YacOB OBICTPOI XOIBOBI, MO/l PACKAJICHHBIMHU JIyYaMy THEBHOM 3BE3/Ibl, U 110
HEBBICOKOM TpaBe, JJOTHaJl YCTaBILEro MyTHUKA.

2

Hesnakomer, B omuHOYeCTBE, MeJICHHO OpEN BIIepé, 1o eBa pa3IMIMMOoN Tporie, He 3amevast
HHUKOTO ¥ HUYETrO BOKPYT, IIPU 3TOM, YTO-TO TIOCTOSTHHO OOpMOTaJl ceOe ToJL HOC.

«M-pia. .., HaBepHOe, OH CWJIbHO yCTaJl, U JaBHO HUYEro HU eJ1. beonara!» — caenan npearnoso-
xenue XBocT. [Ipsuack 3a Kycramu, cTajl BHUMATEIbHO CIEAUTh 32 He3HaKomileM. Permast s cebs,
OTKPBITh €My CBOE€ MPUCYTCTBUE WJIH JIyUllle OOOMTH TOTO CTOPOHOM, TaK Ha BCSKHUI CITy4aid, BAPYT
OH HE OJVH.

Ho ne ycnien XBocT npuHATH [Uis ce0s1 Kakoe-T10o pelieHne, Kak U3 Omkaiiiero Hu3Kopoc-
JIOTO, HO T'YCTOTO JIECKAa BBICKOUMJIM YETBEPO JIOXMAThIX, MHOTOPYKMX M HEOPEXKHO OfIETHIX B pa3-
JIMYHOE TPATBE, He3HaKoMIIa. Y HacTpoeHbl OHM OBUTH BechbMa arpecCHBHO. B MX BOJIOCATHIX pyKax,
I'PO3HO CBEpPKAJIM OTPOMHBIE CTAPUHHBIE, HO OCTpbie HOXH. CIIOBHO IMKHUE U KK IyIHe KpoBH Oec-
THHU, HAJIETEJIM Ha OMHOKOTO, CJIA00T0 My THUKA U, OKPYKHUB, OTPE3AITH €My BCE MyTH K OTCTYIUICHHIO.

[TyTHUK, B cBOIO 0Yepe/ip, IlepecTal HIeNTaTh U 3aMep OT cTpaxa. [IpuHsIcs KpyTUTb TOJI0BOM
0 CTOPOHAM, eIl HaJIesICh CIIACTHCh OETCTBOM, IJIsI STOTO TPeOOBAIOCH CPOUHO HAMTHU XOTh MaJsei-
1ryio jazeiky. OMH U3 HalaAaBIInX, TOT, YTO ObUT OTPOMHBIX Pa3MepOB, C MOIITHBIMU PyKaMH, Oue-
BUJIHO, SIBJISUICS IIaBapéM B OaHjie, MOAHEC CBOM HOX K Iee He3HAKOMIIa. XBOCT, HA TAKOM PaccTo-
SIHAM, HE MOT CJIBIIIATh, O YEM OHH Pa3rOBapHBaJIM, HO CMBICT U 03 3Toro Obu1 eMy NoHsATeH. [TapHs
YHMKHYT IO 111ee, U OTOEePYT y Hero BCE, UTO MPEACTABIISIET XOTh MAJICHIIIYIO [IEHHOCTh B 3TOM MHpE,
WJIY TOTO XYK€, JKEPTBY MO CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHUIO CheiAT. U Halll repoii, MrHOBEHHO, ITPUHSLIT BEPHOE
pelueHre BMenatbes. EMy, moueMy-To, cTajio %ajko 3TOro CTpaHHOIo uesioBeka. Jla v KTo, eciiu He
OH, TIOMOXET OeJHOMY CTPaHHUKY?!

— D! Capimb, Tes10! — BO BCE TOpIIO 3aKpuyai XBOCT, BBIXO/ISI U3 CBOETO YKPBITHsI, 0Opaliasich
K 3/I0POBSIKY Ha COBPEMEHHOM SI3bIKe 3TOro Mupa. — f k Tede oOparmaioch, TBapb! Thl U€, B HaType,
B yIIu Oajyemibcsi? — TpOMIJIa, HEXOTsI, TIOBEpHYI K Hemy ronoBy. — [a! Ila, Tel rpébanoe Teno, s
K TeOe oOparacs!

Pa300iiHUK, eXUIHO YABIOHYJICS, TOHMMAsI, YTO Y HETO CETrofiHsI CaMblid CYACTIIMBBIN eHb. [IByX
JIOXOB 32 OJIVH JICHb, €My eIII€ HUKOT/Ia He MTPUXOANIOCh yOUBaTh, 00UMINAS UX JI0 TOC/IEIHE HUTKH.

— Tel mpuaypoK, B HaTYpe, BoBpeMs1 oarped! Moxkeriib, cpasy 1ocTaBarh BCe, UTo y TeOst Basis-
etcs B kapmaHax! Eciu kuth oXxota! — OH cMa4yHO CIUTIOHYJT B TPaBy, TUKHYJI. Bropas nmapa pyk, cBo-
Oo1Hast B Ty MUHYTY, MOTEPIA JIAJOIIH, a JieBasl pyKa MepBOM Mapbl KPENKO CXBaTWJIA 32 IMHBOPOT
no0bIvy, a mpaBasi pyKa yopasia HOX OT UCITyTaHHOTO TIapHSI U HaBesa OCTPOe Jie3BKe, Ha HE3BAHOTO
rOCTSI.

XBOCT HIEN MEJIEHHO U CIIOKOMHO, CJIOBHO HUYEro CTPAIIHOrO B JAHHOE MIHOBEHUE HE IpPO-
ucxoquio. OcraybHbIe, TPOE YETBEPOPYKUX TpaduTesiel, C MPOKe3aMH Ha TOJI0BaX, BBIITYUYEHHBIMU
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KaK y pakoB IJIa3aMH, Ja BUCSYMMU OOpPOJaBKaMH Ha IIesiX, /SN HECKOIBKO IIaroB B CTOPOHY
roctsi. OH e, OCTAHOBHJICS JIUIIb TOT/IA, KOTJIa OCTPBIA KOHUMK CTAJIbHOTO JPEBHET0 KJIMHKA, YIEPCs
€My B Ipy/b.

— Yysak, ormyctH napHs. OH, Ois1, 6e300uanbiil. [la u oyeHb Oenen! — yapi0asch, 3aroBOPHIT
Kosns.

— DTOT, TPEXITIa3blid, MOM! — 3apblyall YeThIpEXPYKU 300POBSK. — U ThI, TOXE MOI! — U CUJTb-
Hee MpHKaJl HOX, K Tely XBOCTa, OCTPbIi KOHUMK KOTOPOIO, IMPOTKHYJ 3aropeylo KOxXy CMellb-
Yaka, MOCMEBIIEro OpOCUTh €My BBI30B, U TOHEHBKHI pyue€k KpoBH BhITeKk 13 panku. Ho XBocT, no-
MIpPEeKHEMY OCTaJICSI HeBO3MYTUM. Ha MOTHBIX pokax OCTaJIbHBIX FOJIOBOPE30B, MOSIBUIIUCH JTUKUE, HO
JOBOJIbHBIE YXMBUIKH TIOHUMAaHUS, UTO JKEPTBE JIeBaThCsl HeKya. AMOal, 1IeJIMKOM YBIIEKCS Haruie-
IIOM ¥ OTITYCTHJI BOPOT CBEKEMONMAHOU JOOBIUM.

HeosxumaHHbIi TPEXTIIA3bI MOMYTYMK, HEMHOTO PACCIaOWIICcs, PEIIMB, YTO Ha KAKOE-TO BpeMsI
€ro OCTaBUJIM B IIOKOE U MOHO IMOIBITATHCS CHACTUCh caMoMy. TpeTuil 71a3, CJIOBHO NOJTYYmII 33a-
HHE, PaJIOCTHO 3aMopraji, ObICTPO MIIA MOAXOASAIIMI MOMEHT ISl modera, HO ¢ HarjlbiM TOCTOSH-
CTBOM, BCE BpeMs BO3BpAIllAJICS K HE3HAKOMILY, PELIMBIIEMY 3aCTYIMThCS 3a €ro MepcoHy, a IBa
APYTUX, IPUCTATIBHO CIIEIVITH 32 TPOAOKEHNEM COOBITHIA U 3a rpaduTtenssMu. B aTom mupe, Takoit
MOCTYIIOK JJOPOT'O CTOMT.

— BBIK, MO3BIph HA HErO BHUMATENBHO. DTO CTPAHHOE, Kakoe-TO Tesio. OH He TaKoM, Kak Bce
MBbl. Y HEro J1Be pyKH, JjB€ HOI'H, /IBa IJ1a3a, [1Ba yxa. Jla OH ypol, Kakoil-To! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OAUH
13 TOJIOBOPE30B U 3aKATUJICS] JUKUM CMEXOM, KOTOPBI MOKHO YCJIbIIIATH JIMILb B ICUXUATPUIECKON
neyeOnune. — bns! B vatype ypon!

— Mouu ypona! — BBIKpHKHYJI BTOPOi OaHAUT.

— Xa! B Harype! ThbI ué€ 05141, ypon? — paciuibiBasich B YJIbIOKe, 0OHakash CBOU THUJIbIE YEPHbIC
3y0bl, ckazai Beik. — Thl KTO, BOOOIIIE, TAaKOW?

— 4, yenoBek. Pycckuii yenoBek, — CIOKOWHO OTBEeTHJI XBOCT. — §I ObI MOMpoCKIT Bac, yoparb
CBOM T'psI3HBIE PyKH! DTOT MOJIOION YeIOBeK, Oe33alIuTeH U oYeHb OefieH. I MHe Tak KakeTcs, OH
IJIs Bac, He IMpeJCTaB/IsieT HUKAKOro uHTepeca. Bo Bcex cMbICiax, 3TOro cjioBa! — OH Iepelen Ha
BBICOKM CJIOT.

Tpéxrnasplii citynia, OTKpbIB poT.

— Thr u€, magya oxpe... — OOJbIIE, OH YK€ HUYEro, CKa3aTh HE YCIeN, OCTPBIA HOX, MOSIBUB-
HIUICS HEBEJIOMO OTKYy/a B PyKax HE3HAKOMIIA, IIPOIIEICS CBOMM OCTPBIM JIE3BUEM I10 Topity bhika.
U 1o, ¢ TMKUM, TPOMKO OYJIbKAIOIIMM XPUIIOM, XBaTasiCh BCEMH PyKaMU 3a TOPJIO, PyXHYJI B TPaBy.
OcrasibHble pa300OMHUKY, 3aMEPIIU OT HEOKMIAHHOCTU. TaKoi MPBITH SIBHO HE OXKUIAIIH.

[TyTHUK BBIMY4MJI BCE CBOU TP I71a3a, U APOXKAIIEN pyKOU IPOBET IO TOMY MECTY, I/Ie COBCEM
HEJaBHO, HAXOAMJICS HOK MECTHOTO TpaduTeis, OTUETIMBO MPEACTaBUB cede, UTO TOKe caMoe Mpo-
HA30LLI0 OBl M ¢ HAM, He BMelanca 31otr 4enosek. Ho med Opuia 1iesa. M 910 3Ha4miIo, 4ro OH eme
KHUB.

«TOT NPUAYPOK, YEPTOBCKU OBICTP!» — MOAYyMas OH Mpo ceOsl.

— Yponpl, népraiite mo-xopouiemMy, Moka si J00psIii! — MpeAoKmI UM XBOCT, HO TpadUTeH,
OKa3aJIMCh He U3 pOOKOro AecsATKa. Y HaBepHsIKa, KakAbli U3 HUX, METHJI Ha MECTO CBOETO IJ1aBapsi
MOCJIE €r0 CMEPTH, KOHEYHO. A JIMAEPCTBO, €IIE HYKHO JOKa3arb. BOT Tenepb, OHU, BMECTO TOTO,
YTOOBI KHHYThCS HAYTEK, KaK UM OBUIO BEKJIMBO MPEATIOKEHO, TYphOO HAOPOCUIIMCH HA HATJIena,
MOCMEBIIIEr0 PUCKHYTh, OTOUTD y OaH 1Bl 100bI4Y. W 3apa3 3TOT J10X, HEe TOKEH JOCTAThCSI IIPHITKOMY.

IlepBoro, XBOCT MTHOBEHHO BCTPETWII IPSMBbIM YIapOM HOTHU B Ipyab. Bropomy, Bpesan Kyia-
KOM B YeJTOCTh, 3I0POBSK cleJIall 000pOT BOKPYT CBOEW OCH, U pyXHYJ Oe3 CO3HaHus B TpaBy. Tpe-
THA, ObLJT OCTAHOBJIEH OCTPBIM HOKOM, TIPOIIOPOB TOJIOBOPE3Y KETYAOK U MOMKETYIOYHYIO JKeJe3y.
Han mecom nponéccst p€B paHeHOTo 3Bepsi, OAaHIUT OIYCTHJICS B TPABY, PSAJOM CO CBOMM TJIaBapeM.

B crienytonnyio cekyHy, €ro KIMHOK CENal HECKOJIIBKO 000POTOB B BO3yX€, U POH3MII IPy/Ib
MIEpBOTO TapHsI, YCIEBINEro yke MOTHAThS C 3eMJIM, U TOTOBOTO KMHYThCS HA CBOET0 OOMIYMKA.
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[Nocnenuuit u3 rpaduTesNei, OCTaBUII MOMBITKY MOJHATHCS HA HOTH, UCTIONB3YsI BCE CBOU YETHIPE PYKH
Y JIB€ HOTU JIJIs1 TIOTIBITKY K OrCcTBY, Ha KapavyKax IMOIoI3, MATSICH 33[10M K OnvkaiimM Kyctam. Ho
XBOCT, IIPECEK ITY MONBITKY, IPHITHYJI K HEMY U JIOBKUM JIBUKEHUEM PYK, CBEPHYJI LLIEIO.

— Cobake, codbaubst CMepTh, — TUXO TPOOYpUai oH. — f, mpeiara mo-xopoiemy. .. Tbl, OTKa-

3ascd. .. Tak 4ro, mpoctu. .. Thl, caenan cBou BIOOP. . .

Ornapencsa. Hukro u3 Bparos, Oosbliie He IieBenuics. HesHakomell, BHITAIIAT U3 MEPTBOTO

TeJla CBOW HOX, BBITEP JIE3BUE O TPaBY, U JIOBKO CHPATAN B PyKaB.

— Yro apyr, obnenanca? — IpykKecKH CIpocusl XBOCT y monyTurka. — He Oouch, oHU yxke

HUKOTO HE TPOHYT.

— Ara. A ThI, OTKya TYT B3s1JICSI? — BMECTO O1aroqapHOCTH, CITIPOCHJT Iy THUK.

— Ilpuén. Tel, 31ech KUBELIB?

— Her. [ cBo6oaHOe Teino!

I'ne mHE XUTH,

Kak MHe XWTh,

Tompko MOE gero. ..

I'ne mue xpars,

I'ne mue cpars,

Tosnbko MOE aemno!

— He nonsan?! — Kosns, BHUMaTe/1pHO MIOCMOTpEJT Ha HE3HAKOMIIA, ITPUILIYPUB IJ1a3a.
— 4, Cruxomnér!

- Kr0?

— Y&, ne Bpybaembcsa? Ctuxu ety ! — CTUXOIUIET BHUMATEIBHO MMOCMOTPENT Ha CBOETO CIACH-

TeJIsl, U BUASA Y TOTO B IVIa3aX SIBHBII MHTEPEC K €ro POy 3aHATHIL, HE CTaJl JIOMAThCs, IPOAOLKIIL, —
Bot nocnymaii:

41 xoTes1 OBl MTOATH,

Ho, ue 3Hat0 nytu!

Tak 3ayem xe UaTH,

Konb He 3Haemb mytu?

U He Hamo naTy,

Pa3z, ne 3naem mytu!

A KoJIb, CBOIO 3HA€Illb TPOILY,

To, ThI, HE JIEHSACh, BCTaHb MOYTPY,

BoceiMu HOramu BO XOJIO/IHY pocy,

N vau, v uau npssMUKOM, 10O Tpore,

Ko cBoeit, nparotieHHOM 1 HEHATISAHON MeuTe !
— 41, B aTOM 1U10X0 NMOoHMMaI0. .. Ho B 1iesiom, Bpone Hudero Tak... Lemnser. .. Jlydine, naBai

OCMOTPHM COJIEpP)KUMOE UX KapMaHOB! — XBOCT yKa3aJsl pyKoii, Ha rpadureneit, — [ isauib, Haitném
napy MOHET. HI)IH‘IC, OHHU 9TUM I'OBHIOKAM HH K Y€MY, ITOCKOJIBKY OTIPAaBUJIMCH K ITPAOTHAM. . .

— T naBait 6a3apb, HA HOPMAJIBHOM sI3bIKE. A TO JIeTIeuelllb, Xep MOUMH YE.

- Ye?

— Bazapurb Open Kakoi-To.

- Kr0?

— Ha to1! KTo X% emmg.

— Al —Ham repoit yemexnysicsl, — Tak 310 Pycckuii sI3bIK, YUCTBIH, OOTraThiil M KpacuBbIid. Bripo-

Yyem, J1a JagHo! — XBocT MaxHyJ pykou, — HyxkHo aBuraThest aasplie. 31ech Ie-To, JOKHA ObITh
TaBepHA.

HOYb.

— S mory nokazare. Eciu Tel He ipoTUB Moei koMnanuu. Ho KOBBUIATH /10 HEE, elié IeHb U

— Hy, nonum yro sn.

15



B. M. Kpacnobopomsko. «Mpuii»

Mornoaple moau IBUHYJIMCh BIEpEN. XBOCT ILIarajl BCJe] 3a CBOMM IOIMYTYMKOM, IBITAsICh
MOHSATh, B YEM CyTh €ro CTUXOIUIETCTBA. XOPOIIO 3TO WM IIJIOX0, ¥ HY)KHO JIM 3TO BOOOIIE KOMY-
HUOYIb. A TO, UTO UCKAJ OH, HY)KHO JI1 KoMy? M Ha 3TOT BOIPOC, OH TaK ke HE 3HAJI OTBET, HO B
DIyOrHe AYIIH, HA/IesyICs, YTO KOPHU CBOETO Hapo/a, IOKeH 1o modoMy HaiTu. U cTuxu, eciv oHU
€CTb, 3HAYUT, KOMY-TO TOKE HYXHBbI!

— Teno, kak Te0s 30ByT? — Kousi, cIycTs 4ac XxoapObl, CIIPOCKJT CBOETO CIIyYailiHOTO MOy TYMKA.

— Boppka. Bopbka CTUXOIUIET, — 33/1IXASICh OT OBICTPOW XOAbOBI, OTBETHUJI TIOMYTYHMK HETIpH-
BBIKIIIMIA K TAKOMY TEMITY XOIbOBI.

— 4, Kons XBoctuk. Mmu npocto XBoct. Ckopo Beuep. [Ipeasiaraio, oCTaHOBUTHCSI HA HOWJIET.
To kak? He mpotun?

— Kro, a? Cornacen! Be3 6! — B 1oKka3aTebCTBO CBOMX CJIOB, OH TYT K& CBAJMJICS B TPaBy,
pa3OpocaB B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI PYKH U HOTH. — A THI 4TO, B HaType ypoa? S myma, 4to Bce Takue
y’ke JIaBHO BCE MEPEAOXIIH.

— Kaxk Buauimn, Het. S yeoBek.

— A mouemy Thl, HE TaKOM Kak Bce? — He yHumavicst bopsi.

— Mp1 Beeraa. ... Bopouewm, He BaxHoO. JKpatBa y 1ebds1 ects? [To-moemy, s 3pst cripocut, 1a?

— Ara, neppMoBBIi Borpoc. S myct, 60oc u ron. Eciu Hy)XHO, TO MOTY cMOTaThCsi Ha oxoty. Ho
Cpasy roBOpIO, U3 MEHsI XPEHOBbIN OXOTHUK.

— Toraa pa3Boau OroHb, a s YTO-HUOYb TPUHECY.

- Ok.

[Tocne ckpoMHOTO yXMHa, Iy TEIIECTBEHHUKH, BbIHY:K/IEHHbIE UITH BMECTE, 3aBAJIMIIUCh CIIaTh
OKOJIO ioropatoliero kocrpa. Hous Bblianach XOJIOQHOM, a cyxasi TpaBa ropuT OBICTPO M JAET MaJio
teryia. Ho uM noBesso, napHu Halluly cTapoe KOCTPUIIIE, I/Ie OKa3aIuch IPUIMYHbIE 3anackl 1poB. B
OroHb ObLJTa OpolieHa napa OOJBIINX YypPOK, KOTOPBIX XBATUJIO Ha BCIO HOYb. B Mupe, B KOTOPOM KUl
XBocT 1 CTUXOIUIET, 3UM HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO, HO HOYM ObLITH MPOXJIaJHBIMU U KOCTED, TIOUTH BCET/a,
SIBJISIJICS. HEOThEMJIEMOM YacThio CTPAaHHUKOB. Eciin, KOHEYHO, ObUIO YeM ero pa3BecTy.

...Jlub K yTpy, kap Havais yracats. HouHOI BeTep nprHEC U3 CTENH MOPLMIO X0I0Aa. XBOCT
PE3KO OTKpbLT I1a3a. OH XOTell MOAKUHYTH eIIE IPOB, HO BOKPYT Oblia Oesast OecKpaiHsisl yCThIHS.
[Mozaau, nochpimancs Xxpyct u ckpuil. [lapens odepHyscs. Ha kpato mporacty, crosiia JeByIIKa.
OHa crosiyia K HeMy CITMHOM, TBITasICh OCTOPOXKHO 3arJITHYTh B O€3[JOHHYIO IPOIACTh. Y caMoro Kpast
oOpbIBa Oeblid IeCOK ObLT U3PSAHO YTOMNTAH, CJIOBHO HA HEM HETAaBHO OOPOJIHCH.

— ...pa-a, Thl JOIKHA BepHYThCs! Thl, JOKHA KU-UTh! — MOCIBIIAJICS MOCAEIHUNA KPUK U3
MIPONACTH, NIPEXK/IE YeM OTTYAA, JOHECIUChH ABa INIyXUX yaapa.

— T'opbl, MaTh TBOIO, MPOKJIATHIE TOPBI! — 3aKpuyYaja JEBYILIKA U3 MOCIEIHUX CUJ Maaasl Ha
KOJIEHU.

3emJ1 3a/1pokaa MnoJ HoraMu. XBOCT CTOSII M CMOTpEJ Ha AIEBYLIKY, HE B COCTOSIHUM OTBECTH
B3[JIsA]] OT IPEKPAcHOM He3HaKOMKH. OH He BUjIel, KaK Ha HUX CBEPXY HEeCJlaCh OTPOMHAsl CHEXHasl
naBuHA. [leByIIKa B KpaCHOM KypTKe 0OepHYJIach U yKac 3aCThlI Ha e€ peKkpacHoM Jnunke. HeszHa-
KOMKa He pa3yMbIBasi 3aKMHYJIA 32 CIIMHY CBOM PIOK3aK M MoOexkasa BHU3, CTapasiCh YUTH OT JIeTs-
111e# JIaBUHBI. [IeBUYMI CHITYST, OYTH CKPBUICA 3a ONVKaWIIel CKajloi, Korja JJaBuHa HaKpbLIa UX
000MX W BCE UTO HAXOMWJIOCH PAIOM. 3aKpyTuio, 3aBepreso! IMonecno kyma-to! Ho B mocneqauii
mur, Kons Berpetuiics ¢ eBylkoi B3risgoM. U B Tyxke ceKyHy, OrpOMHBIIA, COBEPIIEHHO INIaJKUi
KaMeHb, IPUHECEHHBII OTKYJA-TO CBEPXY JIABUHOM, yAapUJI €0 10 PyKe.

— A-a-a-a! — 3akpuyan XBOCT, YyBCTBYsl, KaK OTCHIXaeT pyKa.

— D1, Tl yero Bomnuib?! — Kosist ycibliman 3HakoMbIi ToJ10¢, M OTKPBLT m1a3a. CBeTuo, easa
MOKa3aJIoCh U3-3a TOPU30HTA. — PexyT, uTo u?

CoHn otcTynui, ocnadiisisi CBOIO XBAaTKY, OCTaBJIsisi MOJIOJOTO YeIOBEKa B TIOKOE.

— CoH... DT0... ObUI COH, — CKOpee 11 cedsl, HeXkKeJIM OTBeYasi Ha BOIPOC HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO,
npousHéc XBocT. — Ho s, e€ Buzen... DTy miaza. ..
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- Ye?

— Bcé Ttun-Tor.

— Uygak, Tak He nonaet! — Bops, cen psgom ¢ HuM. — Thl 01141, BUepa criac Moo 3aanuity. U
s, B HaType, 00s13aH TeOe moMoub. Thl OoNTaHM MHE, YTO TeOe 3a XepHsI CHUTCS, a TaM, IMO3bIPUM
Y€ K YeMy.

— Mm... — XBocT Ha ceKyHAay 3amymaics. JIpy3eit y Hero oco6o He ObuTO. Jla ¥ HE MPUBHIK
OH JIeIUTCS HAOOoJIeBIIUM ¢ KeM ronaio. Ho He3HakoMily, oueMy-To, BCeraa Jjierde pacckasarb O
cBoelt Oeie wiaM mpodiemMe, YeM 3HaKOMOMY 4esioBeKy. EMy camMoMy, HECKOJIBKO pa3, B BOHIOUUX U
3arakeHHBIX TaBEPHAX, MPUXOAUIIOCH BHICIYIIUBATh ThsTHbIE MCIIOBEAM MOCETUTENICH, KOTOPHIE OH,
KaK IMPaBWIO, YKe 3a0bIBaJI HA CIICIYIONIUIN JeHb. «A BIIPYT, U BIPABIY MOMOXET?» — MEJbKHYJIO
B MO3I'y, U XBOCT pellnsI He MPOTUBUTHCS U PACCKA3aTh BCE CBOEMY IMOMYTYUKY, & MOXKET HOBOMY
TOBapuIlly, OT Hero He yOyner, a BApyT, 3T0T CTUXOIUIET, U BIPaBIy OKaXeTcs IMoje3HbM. — MHe
cHuTcs 6aba. .. Kpacupas 6aba. ..

— I'oBopu apyrum s3pikom! — 3arporectoBasl CTUXOIUIET, — KOTOPBIM Thl BYepa unpukail. OH
MHe nioHpaBuiicst! U s, mouru Bc€ nonmmar! — nonpocun bopsi, — Bis, eciiu He pa3depych, TO Th
nomoxelsb. [lepesenéis.

— Vry, — cornacuicst XBoct, — [TouTu Kax/1y1o HOYb MHE CHUTCS JieByIKa. OHa cTOUT Ha OesioM
necke. ... A BOKpYT, Oosbliue Takue KaMHA. OueHb OoJIbIIue. . .

— 3T0 BCE? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICSI HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIH, KOrjja XBOCT 3aMOJTYAIL.

— OHa, uX Kak-To Ha3Baja... I3..., — MAPEHb HAMPAT J00, — HEeT T'!H... T, 10.... A! Topsl! — He
CIIep’KUBasi CBOMX SMOILIMH, 3aKpruyal XBOCT.

— I'opni?! — 1 Bopsi, ¢ cepbE3HBIM BUIOM, HE CIIela J0CTal U3 KapMaHa HeOOJBIION KJIOUOK
OyMaru, CJIO)KEHHBIN B HECKOJIBKO pa3. Pa3BepHy ero, 4yTh APOrHYBIIIEH PYKOU, U TIOKa3aJl CBOEMY
CITACHTEITI0. — DTHU, UTO JIU? — OH TKHYJI MAJIbIIEM, B OOPBIBOK.

XBoCT OepekHO B3sJT KJIOYOK M3 PYK MOMYTUMKA, U JIMIITh MEJIbKOM B3MJISIHY/T Ha Hero. Tysa,
Ky/Zla TKHYJI nasibiieM bopsi, ymara Oblia OkpaiiieHa B KOpUIHEBbIN M TEMHO-KOPUYHEBBIH 11BeT. Huke
U BBIIIIE, PACTIONAraJIiCh 3eJIEHBIC YUaCTKH, UCTICIIPEHHbIE CHHUMH U3BUJIVICTHIMY JIMHUASIMH.

— «KaBkazckue ropel», — IpouuTain XBOCT U C HafekIou nocMotpes Ha Ctuxoréra. — 1o
onu? Tel, TaMm ObLI?

— Her, — orBeTnn bops.

— Toraa, Tl OTKyIa 3Haelb?

— Cawm, ne 3Ha0. [Ipocto, 3Hat0 1 BCE.

— A 310... 9TO 32 Oym™mara?

— Kapra. He cripainuBaii, 4to 310 Takoe, sl caM HuXpeHa He 3Haio! S 3bIpKHYIT Ha He€, u cpazy
BpYOUMJICs, 3TO KapTa. [ OBOPAT, UTO 3TO, N3-32 MOETO TPETHETO I71a3a. . .

— ThI 3HaeIb, T/Ie X UCKaTh? — XBOCT BECh 3a/IePrajics, OT HETEPIIeHH I OPOCUTHCS Ha TIOUCKH,
9THX 3araJIoUHbIX M BEJMYECTBEHHBIX KaMHEW, CO CTpaHHBIM Ha3BaHWeM «Kaekaszckue 20pvl», W
MOBEPHYBILIEHCS K HEMY TlepeioM yaade, B Jiuiie CTUXOIIETA.

— Wam Tak, uroOs1 CBeTHIIO, yTPOM TOpYAJIO y TeOs clieBa, a BeuepoM crpaBa. Kaxercs, 31o
Ha3BIBACTCS «I0T». [IpyXuine, s He 3Hal0, Tak 3To uin HeT. Ho Tak, cyka, roBoput 3ta rpédanas kapra!

OnHu BABOEM, MTPUHSUTUCH C HETIOAEIbHBIM MHTEPECOM, U3yUyaTh OOPHIBOK HEKOTAa OOJBIION
KapThl. XBOCT YUTAJI, HEUEro He3HAvallue sl Hero Ha3BaHWs peK, TOPOOB M TMOCENIeHUI TOruo-
11eld [IMBUJIM3AIIMHY U C )KaJHOCTBIO BITUTHIBAT UX HauMeHoBaHusl: KucnoBonck, peka Jlada, Maiikor,
Verb-JladbuHck, peka Kybanb, peka Benas, [JomOaii, peka Tepek, [1aBubiii KaBkasckwmii xpeOer, ropa
®uir, nepesast Azuni-Tay, 1 MHOro eni€ yero, a bops, nbITasicst TOHATH, C MOMOIIBIO CBOETO Tpe-
TBETO IJ1a3a, YTO OHU 3HAuar.

— $1 HeMHOTrO BU/Ie)T KHUT, U Jake TpourTall ux Bce. Ho Takux Oymar, 51 He BCTpedal... Wid, —
OH 3aJyMaJiCsi, U YK€ 4epe3 MrHOBEHHUE MPOAOJIKIII, — KaXeTcsl, sl BCTpeyaa 4Tto-T1o noxoxee. [o-
MOeMy, Ha CTeHE BHCEJIO. .. TaM TeMHO ObUIO. .. MOry ¥ OIIMOUTHCS. . .
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—I'ne? — Hacrasia ouepenp 3aropethbes razam bopuca HeroienbHBIM UHTEPEecoM. — Pacckaxu,
51 XO4y TOXe MOCMOTPeTh Ha HuX. [laneko orciona?

XBOCT KOPOTKO, HO OUEHb JI0OXOUMBO, HE 3a0bIBasi YIIOMSIHYTh BCE MPUMETHI, PACCKa3al, KakK
HAWTHU TIPOBAJI, TJie OH OBbLT emE JBOE CYTOK TOMY Ha3aj. M rmokasaj HOBOMY TOBapHIIly TO, YTO caM
Hatuen tam. LiBeTHble KapTUHKH, BbI3BasM Y bopu Ctuxomuiéra mok. OH ¢ BEIMKUM TPENETOM IpH-
HSUJICSl X paccMaTpUBaTh, Kak CaMylo JOPOTYIO U PEIKYI0 PEJMKBUIO MUPa, ITyCTh JaKe KaHyBILIETO
B HEOBITHE.

— OHu... Bce CI0XJIM, — TUXO U TPYCTHO CKa3ajl OH, — B OTHE... M BCE IMCbMEHA Ha KapTe,
TOXe MepTBbl. CaMu KapThl TOKE MEPTBBI. .. ITO KapThl APYroro Mupa. ... A mozaei youmu. Cropenu
32KMBO, OT CUJIBHOI'O OTHS... B3pBIBA. ..

— 4 3Ha10, — XBoCT OepexHO 3aBepHY (poTorpaduu 0OpaTHO B MAKET U CHPSATAT B KApMaH. —
Emg, g tam, Hamén OyTeuiky. [lymaro, e€ XBaTuT, YToOBl HAM 3aIlIATUTh 32 XOPOIIUM HOWIEr U
KparBy.

Bopst onoOpuTesibHO KUBHYJI, COIVIANIASICH CO CIOBAMH HOBOT'O IpYTa, M BEPHYJT OYTHIIKY X035
UHY.

— Ham nopa,

Yanare Tyna,

I'ne Hac ¢ TOOOM, HUKTO HE KIET. ..

I'ne mupa,

Tyras HuTs,

[MpeBpammaercst B KIIyOOK,

I'ne THI — MOTOK,

N g — moToK,

Jpy’kHO TpeBparaemMcsi B Tyroi kiyook! — ckazan bopsi CTUXOIUIET U MOAHSIICS Ha HOTH, —
K Beuepy nokosbiisiem. OTBeyalo.

— OmmmyHO! — 01OOPUTENEHO KUBHYJT XBOCT, U TIOCJIEAOBAN 32 MOMYTYUKOM. — A CKOJIBKO, 110
HUX UITH? — TYT ke cpocui KoJis, Tak ¥ He 1aB IpUIyMaTh, HOBYIO CTPOUYKY CBOEMY MOMYTUUKY. —
Ho rop.

— Houro.

Mornozble Jiiosiu, OOoJbIle He TPOPOHIITH HU c/IoBa. CTUXOIUIET MOWMaJl yIauHyI0 MBICIIb U 3a1ie-
MUBIIKCDH 32 HEE, COYMHST HOBBIM CTHX, & XBOCTA 1IEJIMKOM NOIVIOTUIN ropbl. PaHTa3us, pasryisB-
I11as1Cs1 Ha TOJIOJHBIN JKETy/I0K, YHECTIA ero B NaIEKue AeOpH, PUCYsl CKQ30YHbIE KAPTUHKM. ..

[TyTp n€%an, o NPUJIMYHO HATONITAHHOM TPOIIE, CKBO3b I'YCTYIO Yallly KYCTOB, M OCTPbIX KOJIIO-
yek. Korga CBeTniio KOCHYJIOCh KPOMKH 3€MJIH, ITyTELIECTBEHHUKU YCTaBIIUE, UCKOJIOThIE OCTPBIMH,
KaK WIJIbl IIWTIAMU JMKOU pO3bl, BUIENHU BIiepean HeOoIbInoe rnocesnenue. OHO MpeACTaBIIsiio coO0i
yapyJaommii Bua. Heckonbko yleneBIIMX MATUITAKHBIX JAOMOB, €IE COXPaHUBUIMX CEpbI LIBET
CWJIMKATHOTO KHpIIMYa, PACHONIOKWINCh C JBYX CTOPOH, HA OIHOM eJUHCTBeHHOW ynuue. OkHa,
MOBCEMECTHO 3MSBIIME YEPHBIMU JbIpAMU, TaK MPUTATUBAIN K ceOe B3MIsAA. XBOCT BIIISIbIBAJICS,
MBITASICh PA3JIMUUTh B HUX, XOTh KaKoe-HUOYIb KMBOe cymecTBO. OH yKe IaBHO MyTelIeCTBOBAI 110
MUPY, ¥ [IOBUJIAJI MHOTO pa3HbIX CTPAHHBIX CYILECTB, HO HUKOI/A, HE TePsUT HAJeKAbl, BCTPETUTCS C
YeJIOBEeKOM, TaKUM Kak, cTapuK JII0OOMHp M KaKuM Ternepb CTal caM, o0pe3aB cede ITOT Ty parkuii
XBOCT. Tex, KOro oH 3HaJI, ObLIM CTaphl U YK€ IOKUHYJIH, STOT TPEIIHBII MUD.

[Tox Horamu 3axpycresna KyKajlka, HEBECTh OTKyJa MosiBUBIIAsicA 31eck. [lapeHs npucen, u
CTaJl BHUMaTeJbHO e€ ocMarpuBaTh. OHa ObLIa cTapas U yke MOYTH COBCEM MOpOCIIasi TPaBOM.
CyMepKu Crylaiuch, ¥ TpaTuTh BpeMsl Ha M3y4YEHHWE MYCOPHOM KyuM, OoH He crai. CIUIoHYyJa ¢
A0caibl, U OBICTPO JIOTHAJI CBOETO MOy TYHKA.

Emé HeckombKo MUHYT XOIbOBI, M MTyTHUKH CTOSUTM MEX JBYMS TIEPBBIMHU JIoMaMH. MecCTHBII
apomar, ObUT Kak Bcerga HerojgpaxkaeM. BoHb cTasiia Takasi, YTO HayaslM Clie3uThes r1asa. [laxio,
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TYXJIBIM MSICOM, IIJIECEHBIO, IEPbMOM U UCIIPA)KHEHUSIMU MECTHBIX KOIIIEK, COOAK U He TOMMH BOOOIIE
KOTO.

— Hy, tuna, 6mvH, npunuiénam! — BOCKJIMKHY Bops, MopIiack OT MECTHOTO apoMarta.

XBoCT, HUYero emy He otBeTi/1. OH He pa3, ocellan Takue MecTa, ¥ 3HaJl, YTO 37eCh, MO-Ipy-
rOMY He TIaXHEeT. 3aTO HeIUIOXO TOTOBST, U 0OYEHb MHOTO KEJAIOUIUX, MOKUBUTHCS BAILIUM KOIIIEJb-
KOM, Ja0OBl IIOTOM, 3/IECh K€ U TOTPATUTh HarpadieHHoe JT00po.

— Hu ogna tBapw, He Opoaut, — rpycTHO B3M0XHYT CTHXOIUET, — VI BOHB CTOUT yXkacHasi!
Harpous, Bce yMHBIE MBICTH OTOVBas !

XBOCT 1 3Ty PEIUTUKY OcTaBuII Oe3 BHUMaHus1. OH cpa3y cooOpasmil, 4ToO ero HOBBII 3HAKOMBIH,
HUKOI/IA 371eCh He ObLJI, TOTOMY €My MPHUIILIOCH JAaTbHENIINI MOMCK TaBepHBI B3ATh Ha CeOsl.

— Tyna! — ykazasn oH pyKoii, Ha CTOSIIIIYI0 BTOPOU MSITUITAKKY.

— Th1, oTKyna 3HaelIb? — yCOMHIICS B TPAaBHJIBHOCTH BhIOOpa HarpasiieHus: bopsi.

— A TBI OTKy/Ia 3Haelllb, CIofla JOPOry? — OTBETHJI OH BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC.

— Pyky K cBexemy criemy MpUIOKWI, OHSUI, KyJa UATH HAJIO.

— A nanpine?

— MHoro cnenoB, HuxpeHa He BUuxy! — CTUXOIUIET cAesiall pa30uapOBaHHbBIN BCILIECK PYKaMHU.

— A 51, BO3IyX MMOHIOXaJI, PUCMOTPEJICS, OTKY/A UAET ABIMOK, M Cpa3y MOHSUI, Ky/a UATH HaJo!

Komns XBoctuk 6picTpo 3amarai Brnepén. bopst Toxe He oTctaBas, Oexall 4yTh O3, U 4TO-
TO HEBHATHOE OopMoyYa cebe oj Hoc. Best, Tak HazpiBaeMast yJuIla, CIUIONIb OblIa yChIIIaHa BCEBO3-
MOXHBIM MycopoM. Cpenyl STUX Ky4, pbUIMCh TAMHCTBEHHbIE CYILIECTBA, OBICTPO MPSITABIINECS €/1Ba
3aCIIBIIIAB MPUOSTMKEHUE VX I1aroB.

TaBepHa HaxoauIach B MOJBAJE JA0Ma, M YTOOBI IONACTh TY/JA, HY)KHO CITyCTUTBCS TIO KPYTOM
OeTOHHOM JIECTHUIIE BHU3, YTO OBICTPO OBLIO cziesiaHo. [TyTHUKY TONKHY/IN YEPHYIO, 3aMyCOIEHHYIO
3a JIONTHe TOMAbl, JBEPb M BOILIM BHYTpb. YOorass MeOesb, CTosia 1o yriam 3ajia. B neHnrpe, Kak u
T0JIAarajgoch, MECTO JUIsl TAHLIEB TOJIBIX JIEBHILI. B HanbpHeM yrity, pacrosiokmiack OapHasi CTOWKa, 3a
KOTOPOH CTOST TYYHBI MYXHUK C JAByMsI TOJIOBAMU HA OJHOM MOIIHOM, CJIOBHO KOJIOfA IJisi PyOKH
APOB, 1iee, HO ¢ ABYMsI KaJILIKaMH U He 0CO00 TIIATeIbHO MpOoTHpal nocyay. OH kMBO 0OepHYJICS Ha
CKpPUII IBEPH U JIEHMBO OKMHYJI B3IVISIIOM HOBBIX MoceTutesield. Buas nmepes coOoil uyxakoB, BHOBb
MPOJOJIKUIT 3aHUMAThCs CBOMM JIeJioM. KIIMeHTOB B 3TO BpeMsi IOUTH He ObUIO, YeMy XBOCT MBbIC-
JIEHHO, HO MCKpEHHE 00paJoBaICsl.

VYcraBimme 3a AeHb MyTHUKH, YCEIUCh 3a TIePBBIM ke CBOOOMHbINA cToNMMK. K HUM mopOexat
Ha YeTBEPeHbKaX MAJIbYMIIKA-O(DUIIMAHT U COBCEM MO-COOAYbH, BIIJISAHY/I HA MYKYUH. OH BBIBAJIAT
SI3BIK, OOJIM3HYJ HOC U CITPOCHIL:

— Yto pa1B1, OYIyT KpaTh?

— Cawm T, IdTen! — MPUKPUKHYI HA HETO XBOCT. — MBI yCTa/M, ¥ XOTUM BHJIETh XO35IMHA, CETO
npumep3ckoro ramomuka! Yero crounib? Miu He paccibiimian? Mory yCKOpUTB Mpoliecc IOHUMa-
HUS CKa3aHHBIX MHOIO CJIOB. ..

— Jla mommén Tel! — OrpBI3HYJICS MTAPHUIIKA, HO BCE-TAKH MOOEKA 32 XO3AUHOM.

YacTo 1pimia 1 0OUIBHO 0OIMBASICh MIOTOM, K HUM TOJOIIEN ABYXTOIOBBIA. OH UCTOYAIT TaKOW
«apoMat», CJIOBHO €r0, TOJIBKO YTO JJOCTJIU M3 0OIIeCTBEHHOro Tyasera. [loceTuten moMopIimirch.

— W 4€ xoTM? — CIpOCHJT OH MTPOTUBHBIM, APeOe3KAIIIM TOJIOCOM.

— Teno, cnymaii cioga! {1 ycran, u moBTopsiTh JBakabl He Oymy! — 3aroBopuii XBocT, — Ham
HYKHO TIOCTIaTh, /1a KpaTBbl HOPMaJIbHOW Ha YkUH. Ho y Hac, Het 6abna, — pu 3TUX CII0BaX XO35UH
MeCTHOM 3a0erajloBK1 HaOBIYMIICS U CIBUHYJT MOXHATBIe OpoBHU, Ha 000MX Juiax. Orsaesncs mno cTo-
POHaM, MIIa MOJJIEPKKHU Y TIOCTOSTHHBIX TTOCETUTENIEH, HO B 3aJ1e ObLIO MO-TIpesKHEMY ITyCTO, PaccTpo-
€HHO B3/I0OXHYJI, IOHUMAasl, YTO MPUAETCS OTAYBAThCs, B CIyvae 4ero, caMmomy, MpojoJikas BHUMA-
TeJIbHO cIymath rocted, — Ho y Hac, ectb BoT 310! [lymato, TeGe moHpaBUTHCS !
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W mapens, He criema, HO C YyBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOTO JIOCTOMHCTBA, JIOCTal M3-3a Ma3yXH,
OyTBUIKY, BBUIUTYIO U3 IIPO3PAYHOTO 3€JIEHOTO CTEKJIA, C OTJIMYHO COX PaHHMBIIEHCS Ha HEM STUKETKOU
Y IaKe C POIHON 3aBUHYMBAIOIIEHCS KPBIIIKOM, ¥ TIOCTABWJI Ha CTOJ, TIEPe]] TOJICTSIKOM.

VY Xo3simuHa TpakTUpa, NepexBaTWIO AyX OT yBUIEHHOro uyga! EMy, oueHb JaBHO, XOTeNIOCh
3aBUCTH y ceOs Takylo OyThutky! Ho Bc€ kak-To He Besno. M3 He€, cnupTHOe mpomaéresi ObicTpee
Y TOPa30 AOpOXke, HUKAK He MOMNaIaiCh ¢ KapTUHKamMu. Bc€ Gosbiie 6e3 HUX, U U3PSIHO Tomap-
KaHHbIe. A 3Ta, COBCEM HOBEHbKasl, M COXpaHuia B ceOe crapblii apomar. Tak, eMy mokasaioch. B
3aIlIbIBILIMX )KMPOM MO3rax TPAKTUPILMKA, MEJIbKHY/IA ujes, Ho XBOCT TYT, k€ He Jajl €dl BOIUIO-
TUTbCA B KU3Hb. OH, MOJIHUEHOCHBIM [IBUKEHUEM BBIXBATWJI CBOM HOX, M JIOBKO OTXBATUJI MPsi/b,
JABHO HE MBITBIX, )KMUPHBIX BOJIOC TOJICTSIKA, U MOJIOKUII €€ Ha CTON PsJIOM C HOKOM U CKa3all:

— Haxe, ve nymaii! He To, mopexy Ha TOHKHME JIOCKYTKH, U OT/IaM Ha CheJleHHe NaaaablIKam!

— He-a! I mbiciu, yyBak, He Obu1o! S nuiib, 67151, XOTesT MOOIMKe TIO3BIPUTh HA He€, — 3aJie-
rieTast TOJICTSK, TIOHUMAs, UTO, €ro IJIaH ObUI PACKPHIT, U Pa3BECTH ITUX TOBAPHIIEH, KaK JIOXOB, HE
nonyuurcsi. — Tonbko, 6€3 KUaaaoBa, JaaHo?

— Teno, cinymmaii ciona, — XBOCT B3sUJI CO CTOJIa CBOM HOX, U CTaJl UM Urparbes, — 51, Pycckuit
yesioBek ! 3aMeTh, UesioBeK, a He ypoJl Kak Thl. HuKorna He 3aHMMaioch, TAKMM THUJIBIM JiesioM. Moé
CJIOBO — 3aKOH. ThI HaMm, JIy4IlIe [IOCTEJN, KOTOPbIE €CTh B TBOEM raIIOLIHUKE, TPUTOTOBb. [la )KpaTBy,
MPUWINYHYIO, TPUHECH. A 51, CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI, TeOe rapaHTHUPYI0 COXPAHHOCTH 3TOM IMKAPHOU TIOCY-
IWHBL. A yTPOM, KaK JOrOBapMBAJIMCh, Thl €€ MONYYHIIb B KauecTBe oruiaThl. M, HeOObIoi GoHYC
cBepxy. Ecn KoHe4uHO, He HauHelllb, KaK MpoJakHasl TEJKa, KOIMOW IONUTh Tnepern OOoraTeHbKIMU
KJIMeHTaMH !

— Xo,kel! — HEeMHOTO [TOAyMaB, COIVIACUJICS XO35IMH, OH SIBHO HEPBHUYAJI, OT YEro, CTaJl IOTETh
em€ O6oibine, — Ho B HaType, co MHOM, Jiyuriie He nryTuTh! [1acTh mopBy, Mapraisl BHIKITIO!

— VBaxkaemblil, Thl, HABEPHOE, MEHS HE IMOHSUI, — XBOCT PELIMJI 3aTOBOPUTH C HUM MO-IpY-
romy, — s IpoIlly, MoXaJTyfcTa, IPUHECH HaM MOKy1aTh. M mpukaxu CBOMM, OCTEJIUTh HaM, B TBOUX
JIy4IIMX anapraMeHTax. A OyTbUIOUKY, MOIYUYHIIb 3aBTpa YTPoM. [TOCKONBKY ThI, TOJIBKO YTO, XOTEJ
Hac HaayTh. A BpyHaMm, s He Bepio! Tak, Oynetr yectHo. CHauana yciyra, a motom oruiara! — Koms
3aKOHYMJI TOBOPUTH, ¥ TIOCMOTPE Ha JIByXTOJIOBOTO KUPISIAL.

Peun, mpoussena Ha Hero a¢pdekT pasopasiieiicss 60MObl. OH OTCKOYMII OT CTOJIA, KaK OIIIIa-
PEHHBII, yIIIH 3aEPralich, r1a3a 3a0erajii 13 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, BCE BOCEMb IOAOOPOIKOB 3aMphl-
ramu. Tak ¢ HUM, emE€ HUKTO He pasroBapuBaj! M oH pemmi, nopaniblie OT rpexa, COrIACUThCS C
MOKeJJaHUSIMU HOBBIX KJIMeHTOB. Tem Oosee, Ha KOHY cTosuia Takas nana! MoxHO ckazaTh, MeuTa
BCel ero HUKYEMHOU JKU3HHU.

N yxe yepe3 nmapy MMHYT, IyTHUKU OTPHIBAJIM IOPSUME KYCKM KApPEHOro Msca, U 3alluBaIv
CHBYXOIl MeCTHOro pazinBa. CTUXOIUIET, TO U JeJI0, OIS AbIBAJ Ha CBOETO HOBOT'O ToBapuuia. Peub
Y Ha HEeTO IIPOM3BEJIa MOIIHOE BIlEUaTIEHHE.

HacpiTuBImch, rocty oTIpaBUIuCh CIIaTh B IPeJIoKeHHbIe anapraMeHThl. [locteny okasanuch
BJIQXKHBIMH ¥ HE OYeHb CBeXXMMH. HO mociie HeCKONbKUX JHEH mepexoa, 3TO ObUIO YKe MEIOUbIo.
Jlyuiero, B 3TuX Kpasx, BCE paBHO He HaWTH. [JlaBHOe, 4TO MM celvac Ka3aJloch BaXKHbBIM, 3TO
MOJYIIKA TOJ1 TOJIOBOM, KPbIIIa HaJl TOJIOBOM, U MSITKAasl MOJICTUIIKA BMECTO TBEPAOH 3eMJIM U KaMHS.

CoH OKyTaJI MX CBOMMH KPENKUMHU ITyTaMu, 3aTSAriBasi BCE CUIIbHEE U CUJIbHEe B OE3[0HHYIO
IyYMHY CHOBHUJEHUI, NHOI/IA PEaJIbHbIX, HO Yallle (paHTACTUYECKUX... XOTs... YTO BO CHE €CTh He
Hacrosume?

...Konsa XBocTvK BHOBb OKazajcs Ha OEJIOCHEKHOM CKJIOHE BBICOKOU ropbl. YepHble CKabl,
B3/IbIMAJIMCh HA HEBEIOMBIE JU1s HETO BICOTH. OH HE YyBCTBOBAJI X0JI0/1a, XOTSI MOPO3 Kperyall, Haro-
HsieMblid BeTpoM. [lo3anu, mocybiiascs XpycT cHera. EMy He Hy:KHO ObLJI0 000pa4uMBaThCsl, YTOOBI
y3HaTh, MOJ] YbMIMH HOTAMU MOT TaK HEXHO CKpWIIETh CBexkuil cHer. Ho Bc€ ke, oH 0OBepHYyJICs,
YTOOBI POBEPUTH ceds 1. .. yBrae e€! KpacHas KypTka v ploK3ak 3a CIIMHOM, YEPHBIE OUKH, BOJIOCHI
CripsiTaHbl 1O OJION IANKOM, TOBepX KOTOPOW HATSHYT KamiomoH. [IeByllka MeJIeHHO U OYeHb

20



B. M. Kpacnobopomsko. «Mpuii»

OCTOPOXKHO TIOMHUMAJIACh BBEPX, BCE OMIKe MOaOMpasch K OTBECHOM ckase. Ero motsHyso K He3Ha-
KOMKe, Kak MarHuToM. [TapeHs, cam He 3Hast moyeMy, MocyieioBall 3a AEBYLIKOW, HU HA MTHOBEHUE,
HE OTpbIBasi OT (pUTyphl B3MIsAAA. [JoOpaBIIMCh 10 CKaJIbl, OHA CITYCTHJIA C TUIeY PIOK3aK U OTBs3aja
OOJIBITION CBEPTOK, M OBICTPBIMU M HATPEHUPOBAHHBIMU JIBUKEHUSIMU YCTAaHOBIJIA MTAJIATKY.

Koms ¢ 6ompimm nHTEpEecoM HaOmoaan 3a e€ CTpaHHbBIMU AEHCTBUSME, HE COBCEM MOHUMAsI
MX CMBICJI, ¥ OTKY/a TOSIBUJICS] HEOOJIBIION TPSATIMYHBIN IOMHUK, HO 9TO, He ObLJIO IJIABHBIM €0 MHTe-
pecoM. Emy HyxHa ObUIa OHa ¥ TOJIBKO OHA. XBOCT YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3aKHUIAET U3HYTPU €TI0 MYKCKast
CYILIHOCTb.

TemMHOTa NOCTENEHHO OKYThIBaJa TPO3HBIE TOpbl. MOJIOION YeNOBEK HE 3Hal, YTO JeNaThb
Jajbllle, TaK ¥ CTasl B HEPEIIUTENILHOCTH, OOSICh HAIyraTh MPEKPacHyl0 He3HaKOMKY. Ckasonaska
MPOBEpHJIa KPEIUICHUs TTaJaTKH, 3aKMHYJIA BHYTPb PIOK3aK, M cOOPaach CKPHITHCS 32 €€ MOJIOroM,
na0bl TaM YCTPOMTHCS Ha HOWIET, KaK 3aMeTHJIa HE3HAKOMOTO TIAPHSI CTOSIBIIIETO BCETO B HECKOJIb-
KHMX MeTpax oT He€. Ero miasa cBeTWJIMCh KaKUM-TO BHYTPEHHUM 4yBCTBOM, YTO HE cpa3y IO3BO-
JIUJIO AEBYIIKE, 0OpaTUTh BHUMAHUS Ha ero ofiexay. IlapeHs, cTos1 B JIETKOM KOCTIOME, ITOX0XKEM Ha
JKMHCOBBIH, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO JIS/ISTHOW BETep He Kacajcs ero Teja U He OOKUrajl CBOMMH KOJTIOUMMHU
nopbiBaMu. OH MPOCTO CTOST U MOJTYAJI, IVl Ha HEE, HE pellasiCh 3arOBOPUTDH NIEPBBIM.

«ThI KTO, ¥ KaK CI0ofla TIOMaj?» — CIIPOCHJIa CKaJIONa3Ka, MbITasiCh MOHSTH s ceOsl, TO JIM OHa
OpemuT OT X0JI01a, MO0 pa3roBapuBacT C MPU3PAKOM, UTO, BIIPOUYEM, ObLJIO TIOUTH OJTHO U TO KeE.

VY napHs, oT AeBUYEl peuu, NepexBaTuio AyX. Takoro MpeKpacHOro M HEXHOIo rojioca OH
HUKOI/IA eI B CBOEW XW3HU He ciblmal. Ho, HaOpaBImch XpaOpoCTH, pemiul 3aroBOPUTh C TIpe-
KPacCHOU HE3HAKOMKOIA:

«$1 Pycckuii, mama Hapeksia Konss XBoctuk. [Ins apyseit, mpocto XBoct. Kak nonar ciona, He
noMHIo. [Tpumeén».

Kaxmoe coBo 1aBanioch ¢ OOJNBIIUM TPYIOM, €My He XOTeIOCh MacTh Mepel He3HAKOMKOM B
rps3b JunoM, 1 Kosst crapascst u30 Bcex CUJl, BHITOBapuBasi KaXaylo OYKBY, B KaKJIOM CJIOBE.

«Tpl HE aHTe 1, IPUIIeIIINIA 32 MOEH IO 7» — 3a/1ajia OHa CaMblil UMOTCKUI BOITPOC, HO,
permB npo cebs, YK Jydllle cpa3dy pacCTaBUTh BCE TOUKU Ha «i».

«KT0?! — 3TOTO CNOBa XBOCT HE 3HAJI, M YTO OHO 3HAYUT, eMy TeM Oosiee ObUIO HE BEIOMO.
[TosToMy, OH OTBETHII, TaK KaK cuuTaa HyxkHbIM, — Het, 1 He Anrein. A, XBocrt. { npuxoxy crona,
KaX[yl0 HOUb, U BUKY TeOs1. M Bcex TBOUX JApY3eil, M TO, KaK BbI MOJ3ETE 3a4eM-TO Ha camMoe He0O».

Hacrana ouepenp 3apymarsces aeBylike. Berep kazanock, mpoayBajl €€ HACKBO3b, HO HE MOIJIa
K€ OHa MPUTTIACUTH, COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOT'O MYKUHHY, K ce0€ B AJIATKY, TOSTOMY PeIInIach eme
HEMHOI'O C HUM IIOTOBOPUTb.

«Thl, IyX yMepILero 37ech YeJoBeKa?» — 3a/lajia OHa, ellE OJUH INIYIbId BOIIPOC, HABEPHOE,
CKa3bIBaJ1aCh BHICOTA, YCTAJIOCTh, U CMEPTD €€ IPY3eil.

«A 4TO, y MEPTBBHIX €CTh J1yX ?» — BOIIPOC OBUI CTOJMb POCT M HAUBEH CKOJIb M CaM HE3HAKOMEIl.

«Tak, Bcé! Mpa xBatut! D10 yke nepexoauT Besikue rpanuipl! Tl cxomumbs ¢ yma! A tebe
emé Hy)KHO MepexaaTb Oypio M CITyCTUTBCS C BepIIMHBL. ['OHM 3TOro mpuspaka, Ja JIOKHUCh CHaTh!
3aBTpa, paHO BCTaBaTh!» — MoJgyMaJa JIeByIIKa, U KPETKO 3aKMypuia rJasa.

«Tak 1ebOs1 3Haumt, 30ByT Mpa?» — mepecrpocui mapeHb, OH CIbIIAT Kakaoe e€ CIOBO,
HECMOTPs1 Ha TO, YTO OHA HE PACKpbUIA HU pasy pra.

Ckasonaszka MeJUIeHHO TIO[IHsIIa BEKH, HO NTapeHb MO-TIPEKHEMY CTOsLT BCE HA TOM K€ MECTe.
Ewme pa3 kpenko 3axxMypuiiach, U TYT A0 HEE JOILIO, YTO OH, 3HaeT e€ ums! Otkyga? OHa ke He
ropopuia emy!

— Jla Wpa, TbI siBHO cOpeHamIa! — 1 OoJbIlie He Xkesasi O0IATHCS C lyXaMH WX eIE C KeM-JI100
13 MOTYCTOPOHHETO MUPA, JEBYIIKA 3aJie3/1a B ANaTKy, JPOrHYBIIEH PyKOM TO JIM OT YCTaJIOCTH, TO
JIM OT CTpaxa, 3araxHyJa Majarky, IVIOTHO 3aKPbIB BXO/,.
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«Hpa-a, — XBOCT CcTOAN U CMAKOBaJI 3TO ClafKoe, i1 ero ymeu ums, — U-p-a. — U Bapyr,
eMy 3aXOTeJIOCh KpUYaTh OT CYACThsI, KaK O€3yMHOMY, M OH, HAOpaB MOJHbIE JIETKUE Pa3psiKEHHOTO
BO3/yXa, U 9TO OBUIO MOYH, 3aKpuyal, — U-u-pp-a-a-a! U-u-pp-a-a-a! U-u-pp-a-a-al»

— ...a-a-a-a-a!

— Yro 3a, TBOIO Math? Kakoro xpeHa, Tak opats? TeOe uto, siilia otopBamu?! — MOACKOYMI,
Kak OIIMapeHHbIi, Ha KpoBaTtu bops. Ero Tperwii r1a3, ucnyranHo Oerai rno opouTe, vila NpuInHy
TAaKOTO Pe3KOro npooOyxaeHus. 1 Bapyr, OCTaHOBUJICS Ha CTIABILIEM IOy TYMKE Ha COCETHEN KOWKe, —
A-a, 310 Thl! ONIATH CHBI CMOTPUIIIH?

— Tuna Toro, — TSKeJo JAbIIA, OTO3BAJICS XBOCT. BCE ero Teo MoKphITO UCTIApUHOM, U OWII
JIETKWIA MaHIpax, Kak Mpy JMXopaake. XOTs B KOMHaTe, ObUIO TOBOJIBHO kapko. — XosogHo! Tam
OYEHb XOJIOJHO. . .

— Cupltib, faBaii 6€3 TBOMX 3TUX, NeOWMIbHBIX npunaakos. JlagHo? Cnark xouercs... — 00u-
’KEHHO TIOMPOCHJT TPEXTIIA3blid, U OIATH 3aBATMIICS HAOOK, M TPOMKO 3acOrel.

XBOCT ke, OoJbllIe B 3Ty HOYb I71a3 He COMKHYJI. [lepen ero ouamu crosiia camasi Kpacubast
JeBYIIIKA HAa CBETe, B KPACHOW KYPTKe M roiyObMu I1azamu. M oHO He cxoamIio ¢ si3bika. Momoaoit
YeJIoBeK, Oe3 ycTasu, MOBTOPSLT ero, Kak 3akjmHaHue. Het, ckopee, Kak MOJIMTBY, UCTIBITHIBASI TIPH
9TOM, KaK HEBUIUMBIII KOMOK CKUMAETCsl B TPYJM U CEpAlly CTAaHOBWJIOCH TaK TEIUIO U MPHUSTHO.
XOTenoch KpHuath, a emme OoMbIIe CIYCTUTCS BHU3 K XO35IUHY, B3SITh Y HETO My3bIpb MECTHOM YauH 1
HaXPaThCs, KaK CBUHBS. .. IprHa TaM ofiHa, Ha Kpaio TMOEH, a OH 3/1€Ch, B TETLJIE U YIOTe, KEAIOIIUi
HaruTbesi! U aTa MbICb, ObUIa TaK MPOTHBHA... XBOCT TYT K€, TIOMOPIIMIICS OT TaKOH Ayparkoi
MBICJIH, eIlEé HUKOTJa B )KWU3HU, HU OIHY Mpo0OieMy He 3aJIMBaJl BRIMBKOM. Ho ¢ mepBbIMU JTydamu
aHeBHoro CBeTwmiia, 9TO IIYIOE KeJJaHUe Mponajio. 3axX0TeoCh MPOCTO KUTb, )KUTh C HAEKA0N B
Ayllie, 9YTO KOrga-HUOyab, OHU BCTPETATCS.

— YTpo nodpoe BceM Ham,

U tebe, HOUHOI KPUKYH, M MHE, U BaM!

Bops, Toxke xouer BcTarh,

Ho ero teno, xouer criats! — CTUXOIIET OTKPBUT Bce CBOM Tpu IM1a3a. [loTsaHyicsa u nocMorpen
Ha IOy TYMKA.

— Eciu yTpo Havanock cTMxamMu, 3HAUUT, HOBBIM JIeHb OyJeT yAa4HbIM! — OTBETHJI eMy XBOCT,
CUJSl B 3aCAJIEHHOM KpecJie, I1le OH U MTPOBEN OCTATOK HOYM.

— Opranusm, Tel TpaB! Y MeHs cerojiHsi, MpeBOCXoaHoe HacTpoeHue ! — bopsi Bctas ¢ mocrenu. —
ITo ccatp, 10 KpaTh ¥ MOXKHO AaJIbLIE MU3...Th!

— 4 nymato, ceronHsl ABUHYThCS Jajbllie. XOUy HAWUTH. .. 3TH... Kak ux? A! 'opsl... KaBkaske
ropsl. A Tb1?

XBOCT MOOWI MyTEeleCTBOBATh OJMH, U HE CMOT Obl JIOJrO TepHeTh MOMYyTYHKa, WIYIIEro
PAIOM, HE pa3essIoIero ero MHEHUs U B3IVIAA, IOITOMY, CIIPOCHJI [IJIs1 OYMCTKU CBOEH COBECTH.

— He-e! — 3amotait orpuniatesbHo rosioBoid CTUXorier. — YyBak, mMpocTH, HO s TIO IIKAH/IBLISIO
B JIpYI'yI0 CTOpPOHY. Thl, BU€pa, MEHsI 3aMHTEPECOBAJI, U 51 B HAType HE YCIOKOIOCh, ITOKAa HE HaiLy
Ty Heuiepy.

— Hy u nagno. Torna, nBuHynu B TaBepHy! — XBOCT BbIILIEJ U3 KOMHATBl B TEMHBIA KOPUIOD,
pasysach TAKOMY IIOBOPOTY JA€]1. — 3aKOHYUM Hallle JeJIblie.

B 3aberanoBke ObUIO HAKypEHO, M BOHSUIO TOTOM, /1a OCTaTKaMy MUIIH, [0 BCEM MpPU3HAKaM,
HOYb MPOIILIa YIAYHO U TPUHEecIa HeMato Oapsliiei xo3suHy. Ho rocTd, K cuacThio, HIUETo He CITbI-
IaJIM, CMAJIM CIIOKOWHO U Kpernko. [IyTHUKY He crielia NoAoNLUTH K cToMKe. KUPHBIH, IBYXTOJIOBBIi
XO35IMH, KPSAXTA Aa C MPEBEIMKUM TPYIOM, MOAHSIICSA C MPOXKEHHOIO BO MHOTMX MeECTax, IMOy-
CTHMBILIETO, TTOPOJIOHOBOI'O KPeciia, U MyTHBIM B3IJISIIOM, IOCMOTPEJT Ha FOCTEM.

— Hy? — nbsiHO cripocuil OH, HE IPU3HAB CBOMX MOCTOSUIBLIEB. — Yynaku-My/aky, Y€ MpUNEp-
ycsi? Biisi, Mbl €I11€ 3aKPbITHI.

— Jaii Ham KpaThb, 9y0-1010! — rpydo Gpocrst XBOCT.
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— Vry, — nognepxan ero bops Ctuxoruer, — M 6erom majyia!

— Bu1 yOmmioniku, He rpyoute! A To, HM XpeHa He 1aM. .. — ABYXTOJIOBBIN OIPBI3HYJICS, HO AOCTAJl
U3-TIO]] MpPUJIaBKa KYCOK emI€é TEIIOro XXapeHoro msica, ¥ HeOpEeKHO IIBBIPHYJ €ro, Ha KUPHYIO
TapeJiKy, C 3aTEPTHIM PUCYHKOM, B BUJIE KAKOTO-TO (PPYKTa, ¥ MOCTABUII €€ TIepe]] MOCETUTEISIMH.

— Bor Bo3bMmu. {1, Beerna, aepixy cBo€ cioBo! — cka3zan XBOCT U MOCTaBUII HA CTOJN, OYTHUIKY
13 3eNI€Horo crekia. — [ymaro, Tebe npuroautcs. M BoT O0HYyC, Kak odeman! — 1ocTal U3 KapMaHa
JDKVHCOB, HalJICHHYIO B TIEIIepe 3aXUTalKy, YUPKHYN Mapy pas, MOKasbiBasi, YTo Ta padoTaer,
TIOJIOXKUJT Ha CTOJI Mepe]] IBYXTOJIOBBIM TOJICTSIKOM.

Xo03s1H 320€raJIoBKU MPUILYpUIcs, C(hOKYCHPOBaJ B3IJIsIA MOC/Ie HOYHOM MOMONKY ¥ BHUMA-
TEJILHO OCMOTpeJ e€, U IMUPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS, OOHAKask CBOM THUJIbIe 3yObl. OOe ToJoBbI, JOBOJIBHO
3akuBad. M ofHa Ipyroi, THXO MpOM3HECa:

— Byner nBe! Tomnbko 3Ta, 1ieIeHbKas, U C KPACMBOUN HAKJIEWKOU 1 ITpoOKo#! A 3a OrHHBO, O,
criacu6o!

CryuaiiHple TOMYTYMKM HACKOPO MO3aBTPAKAIMA M OBICTPO MOKMHYJHM, HECMOTPSI HA Ha 4TO,
TOCTETIPUUMHYIO TaBepHY. OpaHXeBblii PacCBET, OKPACKII OMYCTOMIEHHYIO M UCKAIICYEHHYIO 3EMITIO
B SJOBUTHIA 1BET. Jlake TpaBa, Ka3ajoch M Ta, HE BhIAEPXKAB, MPUTHOAIACh MO TSKECTHIO, TOTO
CMEPTEJIbHO-SIIOBUTOTO CBEeTa. XBOCT, HETOPOIUIMBO OMJISE] MECTHYIO OKPYTY, TPOMKO 3€BHYJ U
MOCMOTpEJT Ha CBOEr0 HOBOTO 3HAKOMOT0. TOT, CTOSUI B IIare OT HETo | K11, KOrJa MapeHb 3aKOHUUT
OCMOTp pa3pyLIEHHOTo MOCEIeHHS.

— Hy uto THNa, AaBaii mpomarkcs, — TUXO MPOU3HEC XBOCT.

— Ara, — kuBHyJ rosioBor Ctuxoruier, — au Brepén,

Nnu Tyna,

Kyna, 30BET Te0s1, TBOS AyIIa. ..

Tam, cepaua cryk

ITonckaxer myTs,

Ja Tbl, He apeidb

Moi 10HbII1 OpyT,

Bcé paspemmrbes BOpyT,

OpvH NPBIKOK, U THI Y LIEJH. . .

— Crnacu60 apyr! — XBocCT yabIOHYJICS, BU/S, KaK TIOMYyTYMK, MOPIIHT JIOO, BHIKATHB TPETUI
I71a3, B IOUCKAX HYXXHOW pU(MBI, — He HANPSTaNCs Teso, 1 BpyOuJIcs.

— Kopoue, — Ctuxoruiér, pykoi yka3ajl HallpaBJeHUEe, — IBUTail MEX pyMHaMH, U BCE BpeMs
npsimMo. U Tuma, eciu He 3arHénibes, rae-Huoyab Mo JOpore, TO paHO WIIH MO3/IHO AOUIENIb 0 Top.
Crhaércs MHe, Tl Oy/IelIb TaM. . .

— Xotenoch Obl. ..

— 41 3Ha10, YTO THI JOWUIEIID.

To1 Oyzernb Tam,

Ha tenie Ha TBOEM He Oynet pan! — Bopst CTHXOMIIET, He MpOoIIasch, MOBEPHYJICS K XBOCTY CIU-
HOH U 3a11araj B IpOTUBOIIONOKEHHYIO CTOpoHY. W caemnas 310, YToObl CKPBITh CBOM CIIE3BI, U BOBCE
He KeJ1aJl OOUETh ITOTO MapHs. 3a mapy CyTOK, OH IPUBBIK, ¥ TIOUYBCTBOBAJI B HEM UeJIOBEKa, Ipyra,
Ha KOTOPOTO MOHO TOJIOKHUTHCS B TSOKEMYI0O MUHYTY KU3HU. He cMOTps1 Ha BCIO €ro Herpusi3Hb KO
BCEM CBOMM IIOITyTYMKAM, XBOCT He ObLT OMMHOYKOM, XOTsI XOTeN TAKUM KazaTbcsi. OH MOMpocTy He
noBepsu1 HUKOMY. M B 4éM-TO, OH OKa3biBasics npaB. CTUXOIUIET, TaK ¥ HU pa3y He 00epHYJICS, JIUIIb
YCKOPWJI IIar, CKPBUICS 3a IPUTOPKOM.

XBocT yemexHyicsi. EMy octanock He MOHSITHO, MOBeJIeHNe HOBOTO 3HAKOMOT'0, MOTHYJI T'OJIO-
BOU U 3aIaraji B yKa3aHHOM HarpaBieHnu. CBETUII0 IOTHUMAIOCh BCE BbIIE U BbilIe. M BOT yxe

ero JIy4u NaJIWIv, OECIIOMAHO BEDKUTas U 03 TOro MEPTBYIO 3eMJTIO.
3
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[lyTHUK crTycTMIICSI B TIOJIOTUI OBpAr, Ha JHE KOTOPOro, CPeAr pazHOOOpa3HbIX Mo ¢opMe U
[[BETY KaMHEH, MpoTeKaa HeOOBIIION pydyel ¢ 3apociiMMu Oeperamu 3eJIEHON, COYHON TpaBOW U
JIOTTyXaMH, COpBaJI TaM OTPOMHBI JIUCT JIOIyXa U HaJleJl ero Ha rojioy, B MecTo Kenku. Viaru crano,
ropasjo npusaTHeit, ayun CBeTwiia He Tak najauiau ronopy. K Beuepy, korja JHEBHOW 3HOW Havasl
CMajaTth, OH BHILIEN K CTpaHHOW gopore. Takoi, XBOCT, paHbllle HUKOraa He Bcrpeyai. Ha muioc-
KHMX KaMEHHBIX TMOJICTABKaX, €/1Ba Pa3IMUMMBbIX IOl CJIOEM 3EMJIH, JIEKATH JBE JKEJIe3HBIX U OYEHb
TOJICTBIX, YXOISIIMX B OECKOHEUHYIO aJib MOJIOCKU CTpaHHOU (popMmbl. VX cepenyHa TOHbIE KpaeB,
Y COCTOSUIM OHHU, U3 JOBOJIbHO JUIMHHBIX KYCKOB M3PSIIHO TMOEIEHHBIX PKABUMHOM, COETUHEHHBIX
Mesx1y coOOi HEOONBIIMMHU MOJIOCKAMHU MeTalia, a He ObUTH €JMHBIM IEeJIbIM, KaK eMy MOKa3aJloch
C TepBOro B3MIsAAa. MI3yunB yCTPOMCTBO AOPOTH, PELIMII TYT K€ YCTPOUThCS Ha Houwer. Ha ckopo,
MOMMaB Mapy KUPHBIX, IOJIEBBIX KPBIC, B Pa3BaJIMHAX JPEBHETO 3[aHUS, 3aTePSIBILIUXCS CPEIH BBICO-
KO TpaBbl, ¥ IPUTOTOBMII U3 HUX ceOe 3HATHBIN yKHH. JKapeHble KPbICHI, IPUIILIHCH My TEeIIeCTBEH-
HUKY T10 BKYCY, I'PBI3YHBI TOTYyYMINCh COUHBIMU. JKHp Tak U TEK 1o nassiam. [TodpocaB 06beaku B
KOCTEp, OH 3aBAJIWJICS CIaTh, HETIOAAIEKY OT orHs. Houb Beiianachk aynHasi, 6e3erperHast. K romy
ke, 10 CaMOTO yTpa OfI0JIeBAIM KOMAphl, TAaKUe Xke 3JIble, Kak 1 Bech Mup. X nerano B HOUHOM HeOe
HEMHOT'0, HO JKT'yuHe YKYCHI, JIOJITO HE JaBaJii 3aCHYTh.

3abpe3Ku1 paccBeT. XOCT KHUBO MOAHSIICS, YMBUICS B XOJOIHOM py4be M MPOHIOIKHI CBOE
nyTeiecTsue. Teso JJIOMUJIO OT yCTaJIOCTH, IJIa3a CaMy 3aKPbIBAIMCh, HO OH MPOIOJIKaJl MOHOTOHHO
HUIENaTh KOXKaHBIMU OallMakaMu, TI0 OETOHHBIM MepeMbIuKaM. biaro, 4to MATH HUYEro He MeIao.
TpaBa, MecTamy JOCTHTaBIIasi BBIIIE YEJIOBEYECKOTO0 POCTa, POcia MO 0OEUM CTOpPOHAM CTPAHHOM
noporu. «7Kene3Hol Joporu», Kak Ha3Baj Mpo ceOs e€ MyTHUK, He ObLIo KoHIa. CBETUIIO CTOSUIO B
3€HUTE, U NMaJIWJIo 30 Beex cuil. Kazanock, 4YTo OHO, 3a 4TO-TO pa3rHEBaJlach Ha 3€MJII0, M PELIUJIO
B HakKa3aHWe Ckedb e€ noTaa. Boapl, He ObLIO HU IJI0TKA, Y MyTHUKA TiepecoxJyio B ropie. Ho XBocr,
MO-TIpeKHEMY, OTKA3bIBAJICS OT UEU CBEPHYTH C JOPOTH U OTIIPABUTHCS HA TIOMCKU XOTh MaJICHUIIIETrO
pyueiika. [Tapens pemmn as cedst, UATH JO CaMOro Beuepa, WM MOKa He YNAAET OT YCTAIOCTH U
kaxapl. V1 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/a Kak/la TOYTH B3sJIa BBEPX HaJ OPraHU3MOM, Tepe[ ero Iriazamu
BO3HUK 00pa3 jeBymiku. Mpa crosia y ckajibsl ¥ cMOTpesia Ha Hero B ynop. E€ por, TpoHyna ene
3aMeTHas MPUBETIMBast ynblOKa. Kosist yplOHYIICS B OTBET, ¥ TOJIOBY 3aIlOJHUIIM, BOCTIOMUHAHHMS U3
nponuisix cHOB. Teneps, yxe Mpa, MOMHOCTBIO PYKOBOAMIIA €ro JBHKEHHEM. XBOCT IIaray BOepén,
He cOaBJiss IMIar U He oOpainas BHUMaHUS Ha yCTaIoCThb. Jluiib, CBETUIO KOCHYJIOCH TOPH3OHTA,
MapeHb PyXHYJ B 3€JIEHYI0 U COUHYIO TpaBy, CKaTHBIIKCh, B MaJ€HbKHUI OBpaxek. TaM, Ha caMoM
IHE, POTEKaJ pe3Bblil pyueck. 3aBUEB, TOUHEE CKa3aTh, 3ACIBIIIAB €ro BECENoe KypUaHue, yCTaIIbIi
MYTHUK KUHYJICS C )KaTHOCTBIO XJIe0aTh PTOM MPOXJIaHyo Boay. HanuBimick, Halll repoi yCHyJI, Tak
Y OCTaBLINCh JIEKATh OKOJIO CIIACUTEJILHOTO Py4bsl C MIPUATHOM MPOXJIaJ0M U KUBUTEJILHON BJIAroil.

YTpo cremyomero AHs, TPUHECIIO MPOXJIaLy 3eMJie U CBEKHUE CHIIbI CTPAHHUKY. XBOCT, HE
Criena pa3zescs U, CJIOKUB JIaJJ0HH JIONOYKOM, 3a4epIIbIBAI BOLY U3 PYUbs U IOJMBAJ HA CBOH YCTaB-
111ee ¥ AaBHO He KyINaHoe Tesio. XO0I0IHasi POJHUKOBAsI BO/IA, OOKHIrajia TeJIo M OUMINaia AyX. 3aKOH-
YKB BOJHBIE MPOIIeAYpH, KOst omosocHyn cBOM 0k bl B IPO3PAYHOM PYyUbe, XOPOIIEHBKO BbIKAT
Y He JI0KHJasiCh, KOTJIa OHAa BBICOXHET, Hajies Ha ceOst. [1o Temy mpoOeskanu Mypariku, HO MOJIOJOM
YeJIoBeK He 0OpaTHl HA HUX HMKAKOTO BHUMAaHUs, Be[Jb OH MPEKPACHO 3HAJI, YTO €€ HEMHOTO U
BeIllM BBICOXHYT CaMU, O]l )KapKUMH JIydaMu JHEeBHOTo CBeTHIIa, TIO3TOMY HACAXJAIICS MPOXJia-
JIOM U KeJJaHWeM TIOKa He KapKO MPONTHU Kak MOxkHO aajbiie. M Bot ¢ Takum Hactpoem, Konst XBo-
CTHK, BBIIIIEN HA OPOTY U CTaJl KAK BKOTIAHHBIN. B HECKONIBKMX METpax OT HEero, KoJEcaMu mpsiMo Ha
METAJUIMYECKUX PEeJIbCax, CTOSUI CTPAHHBII MEXaHU3M, HE3aMEUEHHBII UM BeuepoM. MoJiooi uesno-
BEK HE TOPOILIMBO MOAOMIENT K KEJIe3HOMY MOHCTPY M MIPUHSUICS MPUCTATIBHO €ro U3ydarh.

— Yro 370, 32 ITYKA, Takas... crpaHHasi? 1 oTkyaa oHa 3y1ech?

Oro OblIa MeTayumveckast riatgopMa Ha Kojiécax, ¢ JJIMHHOW KeJIe3HOW PYJYKOW B IIEHTpE.
[NonusBimMch Ha maTdopMy, orsiaencs. Bokpyr, pacKMHYIUCh OecKpaiiHUe CTEeIHbIE MPOCTOPBI,
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MOPOCIIIME BBICOKOW JIyrOBOM TpaBou. JIWIIb KOe-Ijie BUIHEIUCh OCTPOBKU CYXUX JEpPEBbEB, XOTb
KaK-TO pa3HOOOpa3si coO0il men3ax.

XBOCT OTOPBAJICS OT CO3EPLIAHUS CTEMHBIX KpacoT. He Buast isi ceOsi OmacHOCTH, MPUHSLIICS
M3yyaTb HEM3BECTHBII MexaHu3M. HakoHell, OH pem npukocHyThCs K pbryary. Ho tor He moa-
nancs. Torna napeHs IPUJIOKUT MaKCUMAJIbHOE YCHIIUE, U APE3UHa, a 3TO ObUIa IMEHHO OHa, TPO-
HyJIach ¢ MecTa. YeM, Hamyraia yejoBeKa, 0 KOJIMKOB B )kuBoTe. [1epedopoB cBOM cTpax, 3aCTaBUI
ce0s1 ocTaThCsl Ha Teliere, M c/ieiall eme OfiHy MOMbBITKY KOCHYThCS pbldara. XBOCT C TPYIOM TOJHSIT
€ro BBEpX, 3aTeM CHOBA OIyCTUJI BHU3. Tesera ckpemns Kojaécamu, CABUHY/IACh C MECTa U MEJIJIEHHO
MOKAaTUJIa BOEPEN.

— Xa! Tuna, mbl xansgBum! MosxHO npoexartbcsi, He Harpsirast Hor! Ho pykam-To, Toxe HYKHO
KOTJJa-TO ¥ OpadoTaTh! — BOCKJIMKHYJ XBOCT, B €r0 TOJIOBE Jake He POMENIbKHY/IA MBICTIb, UTO €10
y&€e KTO-TO MOJIb30BAJICA Y, HABEPHOE, IIe-TO COBCEM HENOJAIEKY HaxonuTcs e€ xo3sauH. Ho 310 He
ObLIIO BOPOBCTBOM, KeJIaHUE CIIACTH AEBYIIKY OKa3aJOCh TOpa3[0 CHUIIbHEE, BOT OH U B3SUI TO, YTO
wioxo crosuio. TakoB OblT ux Mup. U 3a Bech MyTh, OH TaK U HE MOAYMAET O TOM, YTO 3TY Uy/IO
Tesiery BcE-Taku ykpasl. [IpaByia, XO3sIMHY TeJlerd yxke ObLIO BCE paBHO, €ro, KaK HEeCKOJIbKO THe
TOMY Hazajl, chelia ymacrtast Koopa. OXOTHUK Ha 3Mel, MPUHSLT 3aKa3 Ha 00Uy yIIacTOW KOOpPHI 1
OTIPABUJICA B CTeMb. 3Mesl onajlach YMHasi, U CMOIJIa UTPOY B KOIIKU-MBILLIKH, 3aTSIHYTh OXOTHUKA
B CBOM CETU U B JJaHHYI0 MUHYTY, JIe)KaJla B HECKOJIBKUX COTHSIX METPOB OT METAJUTMYECKOH TeJeru
Y TepeBapuBasia J00bIvY . . .

[Napens, gaxe 3a0bLT PO €11y, MPUHSUICS MOAHUMATb U OIycKaTh pbraar. OH XOAWII TyTo, U3/1a-
Basl CKpeKellyllMe 3ByKH, HO y CTPaHHMKA XBaTajo Ha 3TO CUJIbL, U JIpe3UHA MOKATUJIa Ha BIEPEN,
yHOC$I ¢ cOO0M, CBOETro HOBOTO naccaxupa. K nomynHio XBOCT BBIMOTABIIIKCH, OCTAHOBHJICS HA OT/ABIX.
Ycranu pyku, 4ToOBI 1aTh MM OTIOXHYTh, OH OTIIPABUTHCS Ha OXOTY, U I0OBITH ceOe MPOITUTAHME.

JIMKWiA CTEITHOM KOT YTOJIMJI €T0 TOJIOf, XOTS MSICO, OKA3aJI0Ch KECTKUM U C HEMPUATHBIM ITPU-
BKycoM. [locie chITHOrO yK1Ha, IyTHUK YJIETCSl B TEHU BHICOKOM TPaBbl, IPEABAPUTENILHO, IPUTYILIUB
KocTeép. Bokpyr crosiyia cyxasi TpaBa, M eMy HE XOTEJIOCh, OUyTUThCS B SMULIEHTPE MOXKapa, U CaMOMy
CTaTh XOPOIIO MPOKAPEHHBIM OOJBIIIUM KYCKOM MSICa.

XBOCT IPUJIET OTAOXHYTh. JIEXKaA B TpaBe, OH Pa3sMBILLIS O Yy[O-TeJIere, 1J1 Yero OH HyKHa
Obl1a, ¥ KTO €€ mpuayMas. M TyT, B rOJIOBY MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKa, MPUIIUIA UJes, cMa3aTh, OCTaB-
IIMMCsl KOLIAYbUM 5KMPOM pbluar miar(opMsl, U 3TO AaJ0 CBOU pe3yabrar! [IBUrath pblyar, CTajo
kyaa jeruye! CKOpocTh nepeaBukeHus yBeanuniach B pasbl! CoH, kak pykou cHsuio! U ynuBasch
pe3ysbpTaToM, XBOCT pelni MPOAOKUTE CBOH MyTh. [Ipe3uHa, ropasao ObicTpee Hadrpasia CKOPOCTh
¥ JIerdye KaTuia 1o pejibcaM, OTCTYKHMBasi BCE HOBbIE KMJIIOMETPHI IOpOru. Bricoko B HeOe, Ha/1 HAIlTM
IyTHUKOM, napuia napa ntul. OHM KPyKWIM M BHUMATEJIbHO CJIEAWIIM 32 CTPAHHBIM CYILECTBOM,
M3/aBaBIIUM CTOJIb CTPAHHBIN U MyTAlOIe TPOMKHIA 3ByK. MOJIOHO# YesIoBeK, JIUIIb OPOCKII KOPOT-
KHI B3[JISI Ha TPYTIOEIOB M HAJIET HA CKPUITYUYMI pbluar, Habupasi ckopocTb. [lapsimue B HeGe cyiie-
CTBA, NIPE/ICTABIISIIA COOOM CEPhE3HYIO OMACHOCTh, HO CKPEKET TeJIeTd U CTYK CTaJIbHBIX KOJEC, UX
nyras OoJblile, U OHU, He pelIaIich HAllacTh Ha YeJIoBeKa.

Brke Kk Bevepy, 1opora pa3qBoWsach U Jpe3nHa, BHIOpPAB JIEBYIO MOJIOCY, MOAbexaia K pas-
BaHaM. Komnsi mpuTOpMO3MII M MEUIEHHO KaTWII, MO HEeKOrja IIyMHOMY IMeppOoHY HeOOJBIIOro
ropojka. 31aHue BOK3aja, BIIPOYEeM, Kak U BECh POBUHIIMAJIbHBIN TOPOJOK JIeKal B pyHMHaX, pac-
KUHYBILUICS Ha BEPUIMHE XOJIMa, CKPbIBLIMCh YK€ Ha TIOJIOBUHY B 3apOC/ISIX HU3KOPOCJIOro KycTap-
HuKa. [ 1a3a y10BMIM MOUTH HE3aMETHOE JBMKEHUE Ha Ky4e pacChIlaBLIErocsl OT BpEMEHU KU pIuya.
[Tapens HacTOpOXUIICS, HO HE oAl BULY. OCTaHOBUIICS, CIIOKOMHO CHPBITHYJI ¢ iatgopmbl. Oris-
Aercsl, mogoopasl ¢ 3eMJIM HECKOJIBKO KaMHEH M TOUIOKUI UX TOA KoJéca, M CAeNall 3T0 He 0COo-
3HaHHO, TOJIbKO JIMIIIb C OJJHOM I1eJ1bI0, Ta0Bbl HUKTO HA HEH He yeXal.

— Hy ué, tuna, Hy’XHO Xparh MPUTOTOBUTb, — CIIEUUAIBHO I'POMKO, MPOU3HEC XBOCT, — BOT
Ou1s1, TIe JKe TyTa TBapu OeraioT? Xep ero 3Haet! — 1 cliesiaj napy ImaroB, B CTOPOHY I'py/bl KUPITUYEH,
i€ OH 3aMETUJI TOJO3PUTENIbHOE JIBUKEHHE.
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— II-m! Cmotpu Teno, He HACTYNHU Ha MeHs! — JIOHECTIOCh M3 Ky4d OUTHIX KMPITAYEH.

XBOCT 3aMep, Tak U He [OCTABUB HOT'Y Ha OIUH U3 KaMHEM.

— Tbl KTO? — CITPOCHJI CTPAaHHUK, TaK U HE BU/1sl TOBOPSILLEE CYLLECTBO, HO JIes1ast BUJ] UYTO BUIUT.

— 51, Tomosoii. [la He nisiibest Ha Kydy, Asaten! $1 pasBamwics TyT y TeOst OYTH TOJ KOIBITOM !
[TbITatock morpets OoKa mof tydyamu rpédaHoro Ceeruia! — rOBOPUBIINIA MPUTIOAHSIICS, W TOJBKO
Torjaa, XBOCT CMOT TIO-HACTOAIIEMY €ro pasmisaeTh. ITO ObUT YEJOBEK C OYEHb XyAbIMHU, HO KUIIHU-
CTBIMHM HOTaMH M PyKaMH, KOMX ObLJIO, KaK y MayKa, BoceMb. Teno coBceM He UMeNO OAEXkbl, 3aTO
HMEJIO CEpO-OpaHKEBbIH LIBET, B aKKypaT MOJ BCE MECTHbIE Pa3BAJUHbI U PYMHBI, OCTaBUIMECS OT
ropoza. M Morio MacKMpoBaThCs Mo JTOOYI0 MECTHOCTD MJIM PACTUTEIILHOCTb.

— Xopommii koctioMmunk! Kpacasa! Ynan B kyday mycopa, U XpeH Hauaémn 1e0s! — XBoct
o00puI1 KamyisiK HOBOToO 3HakoMoro. — f1 tuma XBocrt, 30ByT Konsi.

— ThI-bI, UTO-TO, HA YeJIOBEKa He TOX0X?! — ycomHuics JJomoBoit, — CTpaHHBIN. .. Thl KAKOW-
TO. Y TeOs B PyKH, BE HOTU. .. Thl, MyTaHT u€ m?!

— He Tymu npunypok. {1 takoit xe, kak u Bce. HemaBno, xBoct cebe orpyou. Bor on! — XBoct
M3BJIEK U3 BHYTPEHHETr0 KapMaHa MUIkKaka, oTpyOneHHbIN XBocT. OH CTajl Ha kape, HEMHOTO pasJia-
raTbCsl, ¥ OT HErO HayaJl UCXOIUTb HENPUATHBIN 3arax TyXJIsATHHbL, — Memaer!

— Oro-o! bns-s-s1 Teno, naait maxuémcs! 4 Tede nmoxpars nprHecy! A Thl MHE, OTIAIIb CBON
XBOCT. [IaBHO He kpasl Takoro jaenukareca! Xpsmykom no xpymaio!

— Hy... Yyueno, naxe He 3HaI0... A, B IPUHIIMIIE, HAXPEH OH MHE HYXeH! — MapeHb Moxas
TieYamMu U 0e3 COKaJIeHus1, OTAAT ero HOBOMY 3HAKOMOMY.

YenoBeKk-MnayK yIbIOHYIICS, IOJIHBIM PTOM OCTPBIX Kak OpUTBa 3yOOB, M, CMaKysl KaKIbIi KyCO-
YyeK JeJMKaTeca, pUHSJICS MEJIEHHO KeBaTh YIOLLEHUE, XPYCTsl XPSILAaMU, IPUKPBIB OT YIOBOJIb-
CTBUSI CBOM MaJIEHbKUE, KPYIJIble KOPUYHEBBIE INIa3KU. XBOCT YCEJICSl HAITPOTUB U NMPUCTAJIBHO CTall
OCMaTpUBaThCs 1O cTopoHaM. Hernb3s1 1aTh Bpary ImaHc 3acTaTh ceOsi BpacIlIoX.

— He 631u Teno, s 31ech OuH, — He OTKpBIBas a3, ckasan JlomMoBoid. — S TyTa KuBy. A ThI,
KAKOro XpeHa crofia npunépcesi? B Haim Kpasi, IpocTo Tak, HU OJHa TBapb He ipuxoaut. Hu ronosoii,
HU JKOTIOW, pUCKOBaTh He XOTAT! YiacTeie KOOpbl pacTIOAWINCh, TOHUMAE b, MaTh UX Jiepu!

— WMy ropsl. KaBka3zckue ropbl, — 4€CTHO OTBETUJI XBOCT.

— A-a, — MHOTO3HaUMTEJIbHO NPOTSAHY [JJOMOBO, HE MOHMMas1, O YEM FOBOPUT T'OCTh, U 3aKOH-
YHJT CBOIO MBICITb, — 1114, TIPUHECY KPaTBy! — M OH, 6€33BYYHO CKOJIb35l, MUMO KYCTOB U I'PYIl KUPITH-
Yyeil, paCTBOPUJICS B 3apOCIIsX.

VBuzaes, kak JIoMOBOI1 BUPTYO3HO MCYE3 B pa3pylIEHHOM ropoje, XBOCTY CTajl0 Kak-TO He 10
cebe. OH MOEKMUIICS, a OT TOr0, MypaIIKH, TaK 1 3a0erayi 1o Tejy, MPU OJHON TOJBKO MBICIIH, YTO
JIOMOBOI1 MOKET TakK ke HECJIBIIIHO ONONTHU c3aad. .. bp-p! [lapeHs, 4TOOBI CKPHITH CBOE HATIpsIKe-
HUe, TIOJHSJICS Ha HOTY M OTIPABIJICS K OJNVIKAWIIIM KycTaM, HACOOUPATh TSI KOCTPA CYXHX JPOB.
He ycrien on HaOpath 1 EpBYIO OXAIKy CyXUX BETOK, KaK MECTHBIH JKUTEJNb, yKe CHJIe Ha MTPeXKHEM
MecTe, U y HOT €ro JIeKaJo, el meBesIneecs, TeJble MOJIOOro KabaHuuka. YeTsipe yxa, KOTOporo
OBbLTH yke OOTJIOAaHbI, M MAJIEHbKUI XBOCTHK, TOXE OKA3aJICs ChejIeH.

— Bpareno, Tl yxe Hazaa npunépcsi!? — BOCKIMKHYJ yIuBIEHHbI XBOCT. — [IlycTpeHbKO Thl
crpaBuJcs!

— A xynmu Ham, MyxuKaM... Tuna u tyta. Tel Teno, Ons He 03au, U Oynku He ckumand. Thi
rOCTb, 1 X0351MH. HOpMasIbHBIX UesloBeKOB He B Kaii( youBath, — JIoMOBO# BbIACp:Ka B3IJISI TOCTS
Y IpOAOIIKUI, — Thl U3BUHMU, S TYT HEMHOT'O OTTPBI3. ..

— He Bormpoc. Ha 310poBbe! MHe Bcé paBHO, ero OHOMY He ocuuTh. Celiuac OroHb pa3BejieM,
Y 3HATHBIN YKUH 3a0araem! — XBOCT HEMHOTO pacciaducs.

Hous, n€rxkoit npoxnianoii, onycTuiack Ha 3eMiii0. B pa3BajinHax 3ameny CTpaHHbIE HOYHbIE
nTUYKU. VIX KpUKM cKopee ObUIM TOXOKM Ha KPHK 3aryisiBiield Komiku. JlpoBa B OrHe Tpemasim,
BBIOpAchIBasi B HEOO TyUH UCKP, XOTh KaK-TO Mpeodpaxkasi CypoByio MecTHOCTh. KaGaH ObuT HazleT Ha
BEpTEJl U MOJBEILEH HaJl KOCTPOM.
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— Kyna, Teno npér? — nountepecopascs [JoMoOBOiA.

— B ropel. KaBkasckue ropsl. 1 yxe ropopui. ..

— Kyna? — Haxmypuiicsl XO35IMH MECTHBIX pa3BajiH. — DTO YTO-TO, THIMA Ky4yd KaMHEW WiIu
ropoj Kakou?

— Hagepnoe. {1, Tam, HuKorAa He ObIBAJI! — YECTHO MpU3HAJICS XBOCT. — §I 3HAI0, YTO MHE Ty/a
Hao U Bcé. 1 TaM, Kakoi-TO OeJIBI [ECOK, C HeOa CHIIETCS.

— CHer.

— Yt0? — He paccrbiian XBOCT.

— Dro0 cHer, MaTh ero. Bes 3emisa, UM korga-to Obuta MOKpeITa. Hy 0714, emé 1o Toro, Kak
nosieuiicst Emmo u ckazai, 4to ckopo nosiButcss CBETUIIO, U OHO PACTOITUT CHET M TIPOTOHUT XOJIO.
bna-6m1a-6ma 1 Bc€ Takoe.

[NapeHs moHMMarOIEe KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— A T1ebe, 3TO Ha KOW XpeH, HyKHO?

— He 3naro.

— Vx He T€nka 1 TyT 3amernana’? Clibllib 4yBak? — ¢ XUTPEION BO B3MJIsAJlE, MOCMOTPEN Ha
CBOEro codeceHUKA yesioBeK-mayk. — Hy komuch napaii!

— C yero ThI B35117 — yAMBWICS XBOCT, TOHUMAsI, 4To JJOMOBOH monaj B TOUKY.

— VX CUJIbHO, BOHSIET HE MBITHIMU CHChKaMU M )KMPHBIMH BoJocamu! fl uX mTyuku, 3a napy
aHel 1o nosieieHus dyBctBylo! Illydy, koHeuHO! — yenoBek-mayk 0e33By4HO paccmesuicsi, — OTBe-
Yalio, Bce MUpCKue Oefpl n3-3a 6ad!

— Hy-y, He 3Ha. ..

JIOMOBOI1 TKHYJT OCTPbIM Y JUTMHHBIM HOTTEM, Ha OTHOHM M3 PYyK, B XKAPUBILETOCS MOPOCEHKA,
3aTeM CyHyJ ero B pot. Ipuiypurics, Kak 3anmpaBCKUid MoBap, MpoOyoIuil cCBOE OI010, TprMaca
pacrnpaBuIach, OH JOBOJBHO YJBIOHYJICS.

— Xpu. On roros. Counblit! Kak 51 7aBHO, He €1 TOPAYEHBKOTO. .. VX...

— Toraa nporry Bcex K cToiy! — BOCKJIMKHYJ XBOCT.

ColeceTHMKYM HE 3aCTaBUIM ceOsl IONTO KAATh, KaIHO HAOPOCHIIMCh Ha CBEKETIPUTOTOBJICH-
HYIO TYIIKY. [']pOMKO 4aBKasi, OHH, OTPbIBAIM OOJIbIINE KYCKH KMPHOTO, COUHOTO, HEXKHOTO Msca, 1
He 0c000 yCepACTBYs B TIEPEKEBHIBAHUE UL, U OTIIPABJISUIN €0 MPSIMO B KEYIIOK.

— Teno, B Geii cebe B OaIIKy, — ISJIOBUTO 3aroBOprT JJOMOBOI ¢ MHTOHAIMEH 3HATOKA KU3HH,
00JIM3bIBASI TIAJIBIIBI TIO OUYEPEe/I Ha KaXI0W M3 YETHIPEX PYK, — UTO JKU3HB JEPbMO, Bce 0abbl OMs/IH,
u Ceetwio, rpébanbiii poHaps! S OUTHIN KYCOK Msica, 3HAI0, O YEM TPEILTIOCh.

— 3arnoMHWI, — KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM XBOCT, TOJIBKO JUISI TIOAAEPKAHKS pa3sroBopa M HEKeTaHWs
00MJeTh TOCTETIPUMMHOTO XO35IMHA, CaM e TOCTh, TaK He TyMall, U ObLI HE COIVIACEH C MHEHUEM
HomoBoro.

W oHM, CHOBa HAKMHYJIHCH HA €1y.

— Hu xouems, He Tpenwich Ha cuer TENKH. $1, B HyTpO TBOE, JIe3Th He Oyly, — Yepe3 MUHYTY,
BHOBb 3aroBopu1 JlomoBoii, — Jlydie, pacckaxu, 4Tto Ha 3emJie-To TBOpuTbcs? Pa3 yxk, Xep 3Haer,
OTKY/Ia IIJIENACIb.

— He Bompoc! — u XBocT noBefasl rocTeNIPUMMHOMY XO35IMHY CBOE IyTEIIeCTBUE, YITyCKasi
JIMIIb T€ SMMU30/bI, KOTOPbIE HE CUMTAJI HYXKHBIM PacCKa3bIBaTh. 3aT0, OUYEHb MOAPOOHO U B TOUHOCTH
OIMUCHIBAJT BCTPEYABIIIMXCS €My MECTHBIX XUTeJIed U CThIYKU ¢ HuMu. M 310 [JoMOBOMY HpaBHIIOCH
OoJbIIIe, YeM CaMo MyTelIeCcTBHIE, U MIEH3aXH, YTO OMKCHIBAI eMy napeHb. OueBHIHO, YeTOBEeK-TIayK
JaJIeKo OT CBOMX Pa3BaJIMH HUKY/A HE YXOIIJI, HECMOTPs Ha BCIO ero OpaBajy U MOHUMAaHHUE KU3HH.

Ocobenno ero 3auntepecoBas bopst CTUXOIUET.

— Ctuxomnér, CTpaHHbId Mastblil! — ynbpIOHyICs XBOCT, BCIIOMUHASI CBOETO HEABHETO TOITyT-
ynka. — OH, npaBja, HEC BesKyo xepHio! Ho Tel 3Haelns, ABe Benm MHe 3ananu. OH XoTel eme yTo-
TO HaOONTaTh, HO SI €r0 3aTKHYJI.

— Yé 3a, xepHIo OH 11EN?
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XBOCT HAMOPIIUJ JIOO, ¥ C TOYHOCTBIO 3aIIPABCKOT0 MapoarcTa ckomupoBai CTUXOIUIETA:

— Bces xu3Hb, MOsSt — IEPBMO.

U Baia Toxe. ..

...HAYero.

3aro,

Bce kUTh XOTAT, KaK YeJIOBEKH !

Ho...

C KaXOpIM JTHEM. ..

...MBbI MpeBpallaemMcsi, B HABO3HUKOB

KyKOB!

UemMm Ootbilie KyJa y KyKa,

Tem mMeHblIle OH, MOX0XK Ha YesoBeKa!

[NapeHp HApPOUUTO BBHIKAAT KaKOe-TO BpeMs U, HaOpaB B JIETKHE BO3yXa, MPOYUTAT BTOPOE
CTUXOTBOPEHHUE CBOET0 3HAKOMOTO:

— Kro tH1?

Ko, a?

Thl, AeByHIKA. ..

...JKaJlb, 4YTO HE MOS. . .

A, q?

Yro, ...

S nbLIb, B CEM MHUpe OpPEeHHOM. ...

Koos 3Hai O®I 4,

Uro Oyner Tak, He cTaj OBl 5

Ha cBer, aBasaTbcsa yeaoBekom!

JloMOBO# Ha MrHOBEeHUE 3aayMaiics. Ero Teao mMeqieHHO MPUHSIIOCh PACKAYMBAThCS U3 CTO-
POHBI B CTOPOHY, B TaKT pugMe CTUXOTBOpeHus. 1 HeokuIaHHO 15l TOCTs, BHUMATEJIbHO CJIE/IUB-
IIer0 32 HUM, TPOMKO PBITHYJI.

— [IpukonbHO, Teno 3amount. .. B HaType, 3a HyTpo BeiBOpaurBaet! Bp-p-p! — oH XuUTpo yibI0-
HYJICS, JJTMHHBIM HOT'TEeM, TIOKOBBIPSIICS B 3y0ax, JOCTaBasi TOHKYIO MsICHYIO XHWIKY, — Ho O11uH, TBOIO
Martb, 51 ke rnpaB! 3a Bcem, ctout 6ada! Xa! A Tel MHe TyT, yero yecan?! TBoi apyr, BEpHO BCE CKa-
3aj1. Eciu ThI MA€IIb 32 HEld, TO MPUTOTOBLCS K TPYAHOCTAM. TEMTKA, MOXKET OBITh M HE TBOSI. . .

— Ho... Xot4, ctoii... Tsl 3Hae1b, 37eCh 4TO-TO ecTh! — XBOCT CHOBa HaMOpIIuJ Jiod, — Ctu-
XOIUIET caM MHE TOBOPHJI, YTO €My, JOCTaTOUYHO KOCHYThCSI PYKH JTIIOOOTO U3 TeJ, U OH ykKe 3HaeT
ero Oyaymue. . .

— Xa! Mosxer, 67151, OHO U Tak. B Hamiem rpé6aHHOM MUpe U He Takue dyjeca Boasrcs. — JJomo-
BOH ClajIko MoTsiHyJjcs, — Chbllib Teslo, JaBail-Ka, B HaType, Xpanaka gaauM. Eciv, He Bo3paxka-
elb... A-a-a! — 4yeJoBeK-MayK I'POMKO 3€BHYJI, — A TO YOU-TO, MIOC/IE XOPOIIETo Y KUHA, 3¢HbKU CJTH-
natored. .. b, kak 3apassl. ..

— Ara, — cormacuicsi ¢ HUM XBOCT, Y CTaJl TOTOBUTD cede rocTesib. OH aKKypaTHO | JIOBKO Hape-
3aJ1 My4YOK TOHKHMX BETOK W YJIOKHJI MX Ha IMOJIOTUH CKJIOH Ky4d OMTOrO KUpIHUYa, MpsiMO HAIIPOTUB
Joroparoiiero kocrpa. Onisiiesicss Ha BCSIKUWA Cy4yail ¥ YCTPOWJICS Ha UMITPOBU3MPOBAHHOM JIOXKE.
JIoMOBOW YCTPOMJICS PSIIOM, M HE MOprasi, JOJIro CMOTpEeJl Ha OTOHb.

[Mocrte chITHOTO y:KMHA, COH KaK-TO MPUIIEN cam coOor. Ero HuKTO He x1ai1. OH JTacKOBO OKY-
TaJI TeJia MPUATHOM UCTOMOM, HAJIUJT YCTAIOCTBIO BEKH, W TIOTPY3UJI B MUP, OECKOHEUHBIX U SIPKUX
CHOBU/ICHUM.

C Bocxonom Ceernia Ha ronyOoil HEOOCKJIOH, HaIll TepOil OTKPBUI I71a3a U, He OOHAPYKHB
PAIOM CBOEro HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO, PEe3KO BCKOYMJI HA HOrM. HecMoTpsi Ha BUepallHIon IpYy:KecKyIo
6ecemy, ot JIoMOBOro Kak, BIIpOYeM, M OT JIIOOOTO APYroro XUTeJs STOr0 MUPA, MOKHO OXHJIATh
yero yroqHo. OH OMacHbIi MPOTUBHUK, U C STUM HYKHO cuuTathcs. [IpoBepuit Ha MecTe Jiu HOX, U
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TYT K€ ero B3IJIS/ yHajl Ha «KeJe3HyI0 Aopory». B rmazax mMononoro 4yenaoBeka yuTaiach TPEBOTa,
HO 4yJ0-TeJera, cTosila Ha npexxHem Mecte. Ha cepnue oterso.

— bna! Yyte He ycpancs! — BbIIOXHY XBOCT, M TOJOLIEN K OCTaTKaM BYEpALIHEro Y:KWHA,
OTOpBaJT OOJIBIIION KYCOK U CTaJI OBICTPO KeBaTh XOJOIHOE MSICO.

HaeBmmch, OH rpoMKO KpUKHYJI B pPa3BaIMHBI TOpOAa, CJIOBa OJarogapHOCTH MECTHOMY
KUTETO W, HEe Tepsis OOJIbllle HU €JMHOW MHHYTHI, 3allPbIlHYJ Ha TeJlery, MpeaBapuTesbHO yOpaB
KaMHM U3-1107] Kosiéc. C crItoii HaxaJl Ha plyar U Ta, CKPHUIIsl KOJIECaMu, TPOHYJIACh B IAIbHUM MY Th,
YHOCSI CBOETO MACCAKUPA B HEM3BECTHOCTD.

4

Tpu AHSA MPOAOIIKAI CBOYM MyTh HAIll TEPOM, OCTAHABIMBASCH JIMIIb IJIsI CHA M OXOTHI. Biaro
IWYH, B 9THX Kpasix, Obu10 MHOTO. CKa3bIBAJIOCH YAATIEHHOCTh OT JKHIJIBIX MecT. Beuepom, TpeTbero
IHsI, XBOCT BbleXaJl Ha OKpauHy Jieca. He ycrnen cTpaHHMK MOpPajoBaThes, Kak OOJbIINE JIEPEBbsI
MOpe/ieNv, YCTynasi MeCTO MOJIOAOHW MOPOC/IU, HO M Ta, CKOPO MOMeNTpuasia M pe3Ko 000pBasiach.
Jasbine Obl1a onsATh OiHa TpaBa. He puckyst IBUrathcsi HOUBIO 1O OTKPBITON MecTHOCTH, Komst XBo-
CTHK OCTAHOBWJICSI HAa Kpalo Jieca Ha HOWJIer.

CrpsITHYJ Ha TBEPIYIO TIOYBY, U, MOIIATHYBUIMCH OT YCTAIIOCTH, CXBATHJICS 32 IPE3UHY, Kelle-
3sIKa TIpe/laTesIbCKy CKpunHyna. [TapeHs mocMoTpesn Ha He€ U yIbIOHYIICS, PaaysCh, UTO Oiaromaps
9TOW CTPaHHOM HITYKe, CMOT MPOJEJaTh TAKOe OOJNBIIOE PACCTOSHUE M BCETO 32 HECKOJBKO JHEH.
XOTs, KOHEYHO, IOTPYAUTHCS TOXE MPUIILIOCh U3psaHO. Ho, 4To Takoe ycTanocTs B Teje, 1O CpaB-
HEHUIO C TPOJIeJIaHHBIM OIPOMHBIM PACCTOSTHUEM, Ja B CTOJIb KOpoTKMid cpok? Hudero! Beicnasics
Y BCE, CHOBA TOTOB B IMyTh!

HemHoro nepeBens ayx, a 3a04HO MPUCMOTPEB cebe MECTO ISl HOuJIera, petini ObICTPEHbKO
4yero-HuOyap nepekycutb. Emy HexmanHo nosessnio. Kak Tonbko Koinst yrmyOusics B jiec, HaTKHYJICS
Ha TIOJISIHY, TJIe TPOKUBAJIO 3as7Ybe CEMEICTBO. 3as1] OKa3aJicsl CTPaHHBIM, CO IIKYPOH 3asiubeid, HO
MOPIOYKOW KpbICMHOM. [la U Ha BKYyC, OKa3ajcsl He MPUATHBIM Msico cuiibHO oTnaBasio TpaBoi. Ho
TOJIOJ, B351JI CBOE.

Hackopo nepekycuB, mogOpocuit OOJbIle TOJICTHIX MAJOK B KOCTEP, TaK HAa BCSIKWU CIydYai,
BAPYT HOUb OyZIeT XOJIOZHOM WIIM MOJHUMETCSI JIE/ISTHOW BETep, ¥ 3aBAMJICS PSAAOM C KOCTPOM CHaTh.

Hous nponerena B 01HO MTHOBEHHE, CIIOBHO e€ U He ObL10 BoBce. Komst XBOCTHK OTKpBLT IJ1a3a
c nepBbIMU Jydyamu CBeTHIIa, Kellask MPOAO/DKUTH CBOH MyTh. HO cTpaHHO, rofioBa yxacHo Oosnena.
Kaxmoe nBuxeHue 1eeid BHI3bIBAJIO OCTPYIO, CTPEIISIONLYIO O0JIb, U IIBETHBIE KPYTH, IUTBLIA B U300U-
JIMY TIepe] T1a3aMHu.

«51, uro Buepa nenan? Bpone, He ! Yto 3a Xxpenb?! MoxkeT, s fondaHysics Buepa, 000 4To-
TO TOJIOBOM? — XBOCT MOIBITAJICSA PyKaMH OIIynarh rojoBy. Ho pyku nmpukasa He MOCTyIIaUCh. —
UYro 3a XpeHb?!» — MBICITH er0 padoTasu ObICTPO, CJIOBHO MOJTHUM, HA BTOpasi, HU TPEThsI TOTBITKA HE
npuHeca Hy)XHOro pesynbrara. C TpyaoM OTOPBaB roJIOBY OT 3€MJIM YBUJIEI, UTO PYKH PACKUHYTHI B
CTOPOHBI M KPETTKO MPHBSI3aHbl K BOUTHIM B 3eMJTIO IEPEBSHHBIM KOJIbsiM. Horu Toke. XBOCT Jiexkas B
CaMOM IIEHTpE BHITONTAHHOM JTyXKalKH, BOKPYT Hee, MpsJach B TEHU JIEPEBbEB, CTOSIA MEPEKOIIIeH-
Hble XWKUHBL. OHM OBUTH CIIOKEHBI U3 BETOK M OYeHb MOXOKHM HA INAJIAIH, C TOW Pa3HUIIEH, YTO
MOBEPX BETOK HAOPOCAHBI ITyYKH TPaBbl, CJIOBHO COJIOMEHHAsI KPBIIIA, TOJIHKO B XY/IIIEH €€ BEpCUH.

— D! Konyensle, xap3 IpbixHyTh! UMO mpuiio B cebs! — pazgancs AMKUNA KPUK. XBOCT, C
npeBo3Moras 60JIb B I1Iee, 3aIIPOKUHYJI FOJIOBY, YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETh Ha TOBOPUBIIIEE CYIIIECTBO, 1 €/1Ba
HE MOTepPsiT CO3HAHKE, OT MPOH3UBIIIEH TeJI0, OCTPO OOJIH.

[Mocnpimanuck n300peTaTesibHble MaTepPHBIE BHIPAKEHHS MX PAJIOCTH U TOMOT, MHOTHX JIECST-
KOB, HOT'. EII¢ MUHYyTa ¥ BCE MECTHOE «OOIIeCTBO» CTOSIO BO BCEH CBOEH Kpace, OKPYKHB MIOTHBIM
KOJIBIIOM KPENKO MPUBS3aHHOTO TIEHHUKA. DTO ObLJI0 coopwine yoorux u kajek. Ho onu, siBHO cebs
TAKMMH HE CUMTAIH. [IBUTramnch OueHb MPOBOPHO M Ha YAMBIIEHHE HETJIOXO ObLIM BOOpYkKeHbL. Te,
YTO BO3PACTOM MOJIOXKE, B PyKax JIepKaJI KOMbsI ¥ KAMEHHBIE TOTOPBI, & CTAPUKHU CTOSITH C JTyKaMH
Y HOXKaMH.
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XBOCT OIEHWJT 3Ty KAJIKYI0 aMyHHUIIHIO, HO B PyKax OIBITHBIX BOMHOB, OHO TPEBPAIIAJIOCh B
OYeHb TPO3HOE OPYKHE, KOe HEeIOOIIeHUBATh HUKAK Heb3s. MHaue, MOKHO O4eHb OBICTPO TOIIa-
TUTHCSI CBOEH KU3BHBIO.

— ), O6parBa! MoxeT, OTBsSIKeTe MHE PyKU? — BEKJIMBO 3arOBOPUJI C HUMH TIJICHHBIM.

B o010 cekyH1bl, BCE OMOMYUIIVMCH M HAIIEIUIA B HETO CBOM JIYKU M KOTIbSL.

—2!3-3! Yro 3a, Haxep! YE 61151 He BTUpaeTe, 0 4yeM 0a3apio? — MOBBICKII TOH XBOCT, TIEPeXo/s
HAa MECTHBIN CJIEHT, KOTOPBI €My, TaK HE HPaBUJICS.

— W 4é, 6ms1, Ml OpéM? — cMsATYAs TOH, BOIPOIIATIO OJHO KEJITONUIEee CYIeCTBO, HAKJIOHHMB-
IIKCh HAJI TUIeHHBIM. — CMOTpUTE, eMy He HPaBUThCSI HAIlle TOCTeITPUMMCTBO !

— PasBsiku pyku, ypon! Kak, yenobeka npoy! — Kosist KUBHYIJ B CTOPOHY IIPUBSI3aHHOW PYKH.

— Tor ué 6ma?! B Harype, umo?! Kakoit s Tebe, Ot Ha Xy#, yenoBek?! Thl 4€ THUAA, permI
MOM3eBaThCS Hal0 MHOMW?! Y TeOs1 4€, OBBLIA3UII0? — CYIIECTBO CTAJIO BU3KATh, KAK PE3aHbIi MOpPO-
céHok. — Thl rae, O, BueN, YToOBl Y Jofei ObUT Takoi ropO, Kak y MeHsA? [[Be HOTU U TpeThe
KombITo Oontaniock Ha criHe? C yrmamu ocna? Y Takumu rpadisiMu, BMECTO pyK?

CHauayia XBOCT HIUETO CTPAHHOTO C PyKaMH FOBOPHBIIIETO He 3aMETUJI, HO MOCTIe STHX CJIOB,
OH BHMIMATeJIbHO TTOCMOTpEJ U YKacHYJICs, HO BHEIITHe He Tofiall Buay. Ha omHOM KUCTH y cylecTBa
POCIIO ceMb MaJbIIEB, a Ha JIPYTrou JAeCATh, HO MPH 3TOM, M3 KaX/JI0r0 Majiblia BRIPOCH elié o rnape
TOHKHUX rynasiern. Kotopele, BCE BpeMsl HAXOIWINCH B ABMKEHUH, KaK Y 3MEH SI3BIK.

«Hwu ¢ura cede! D10, 4TO *Ke HAIO OBUIO HAIIIMM MPEIKaM TaKOe UCIIONh30BaTh WU CIC/ATh,
YTOOBI UX TIOTOMKH, TAKUMH cTasu?!» — HO Ha jmiie Ko XBocTuKa, He JPOTHYJ HU OTUH MYCKYJL.
A BCIIyX CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJ:

— J1a TBI TPOCTO KpacaBUMK, TI0 CPABHEHUIO ¢ TeMH, uTo 5 Bue! UyBak, B JKU3HU He IJIABHOE,
KaK ThI BBITJISI/IMIIIb, @ KaK TIOCTYTIALIIIh !

— Tol 4€ umo, BsIKaelIb? — 1 CYIIECTBO CUJIBHO TTHYJIO PACISATOrO IJICHHUKA HOTOW B OOK.

XBOCT 3JI0 CBEPKHYJI IJIa3aMHU.

CylecTBo 3aMaxHYJIOCh KOMBEM, HO B MOCESJHUI MOMEHT, 3aMepJi0 B BO3yXe M OTJIETENIO B
CTOPOHY.

— IIIa! Komy roBopio, mmia! Teso, OyaeT roBOpuTh! — Ha IIEHTP KPyra BHIIUIO OTPOMHOE, KHJIH-
CTOE CYyIIECTBO, He TO 6aba, He TO MYXKHK, C OJTHOM OOJIBIIION KEHCKOW I'PYbI0 U OTPOMHBIMH MYCKY-
namu. Ho cTos10 OHO Ha YeThIPEX KOIBITAX, ABA U3 HUX ObLIM, OYEBUIHO, pyKamu. Tosrma qpyxkHo u
YBKUTEJILHO OTCTYIHJIA HAa3a/l, ¥ OMYCTHJIA OPYKHUe, TPOIyCcKas CBoero Bokaka. OHO MOTHSIOCH Ha
3aJHHE JIOIIAMHBIE KOIbITA ¥ BHOBB 3aroBOpuyio: — Hactam ToT 4yac, Korjga Mbl, MOXEM TOTOHUTD
CBOIO THWJIYIO KPOBb HOBOM, 37I0pOBOI KPOBBIO! DTO TE10, 07151, JOKHO AaTh HAM CBOE CEMS M KPOBb
Hamemy rieMenu! M Mbl, onATh ctaneM HopMasibHbIME! [To3TOMY, €cii KTo ero TpoHeT, 6e3 MOero
corJiacHsi, TOMy OalllKy OTOPBY ¥ 3aCyHYy €My ke B 3a/IHUILY !

— A BbI MeHS, 00 3TOM cripocuiiu? Xouy Jid 1, 9Toro? — nepeOrBast 3bIYHBIN T'OJIOC OPATOPCTBY-
IOIIETO CYIIECTBa, BOCKJIMKHYJI XBOCT, MOPIIIACh OT TOJIOBHOM OOJIH.

— Tebs, rHMIA, HUKTO HE CIIpAIUBAET! — 3aIlUIIe]l HA HErO BOX[Ib, M CHJIBHO TTHYJT KOITBITOM
TIeHHWKa B O0K. — Tak BOT, cerogHs HOuUblo Oynet rynéx! Harna, equHCTBeHHAs, IeTOPOJHAS CyUKa
cerofHs OyeT TpaxaThcsi, C HOpMaJIbHBIM 4esioBekoM! Ero cemsi, 3apoiuT B Hell 3I0pOBOTO JIETE-
Heima! Ml ot aToro Tesa, Haill pojl, MaTh €ro, HAYHET Bei3fopaBiuBarh! Tak roBoput, Emio! — on cie-
JIaJT MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHYIO 11ay3y, PaJIOCTHBIM B3IJISAOM OIJIsIAEN CIAYIIABIIYIO €ro TOJIY COIIeMeH-
HUKOB-MYTaHTOB, U IPOJIOJIKWIL: — A TTOcie, Mbl, ero uuctoe Teno, myctum no Kpyry u rmyctb, kKaxaoe
TeJIO HaIllero IJIeMEHH BHIPBET cee 1Mo OOJBIIIOMY KYCKY MsCa U COXPET ¢ ynoBosbcTBUeM! 60 OH,
C 9TOTrO MOMEHTa, HAUHET BBI3/I0PABIIMBATh OT CBOEro rpédanoro npokisatus! Emo ¢ Hamn!

XBOCT BHUMATEJIBHO CITYIIAJ Pedb BOXKASA M IMBITAJICA OCBOOOAUTH pyku. Ho OHM okazaymch
HAKPETIKO MPUBSI3aHbI K KOJbsIM. «BOT monat!» — MpICJIM MyXaMH POWJIMCH Y TTApHSI B TOJIOBE, HYKHO
ObL10 uTO-TO Jienath! Ho uto? XoTh 66 OMHY pyKy 0cBOOOIUTH! U TOrna, OH CMOT OBl BBITAIIIMTH CBOW
HOX 1 ObICTPO 0cBOOOIUTHCA. Ho Kak, 310 cenats?
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CymiecTBa MpUIILIH B IBUXKeHUE. JKEHIMHBI, €CIU TaK MOJKHO BBIPA3UThCS, HanlepeOoy MpUHSI-
JIMCh 0OCYX1aTh, KAK M YeM YKPACUTb XMKUHY Mepe]l TAKUM I'PaHJHO3HBIM COOBITHEM. MyKUHHBI Ke
[IUHAYHO CMOTpPEJIH Ha TUIEHHUKA, HO TOT 3aMETHJI B X IJIa3aX XOPOIIO CKPhIBAEMYIO 3aBUCTh. Benp
€CJIM Y HUX BCEro OfIHA JEBYIIKA WM JKEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi HEBAKHO KaK BBHIIJISIIUT, CIOCOOHA POIUTD
peOEHKa, TO TIO JIOTUKE Belllel, KaXAblid U3 IEPeBEHCKUX MYXUKOB, XOTeJ Obl ¢ Hell caputhesi. Ho
I71IaBHasi MaTka Wi xpeil, Kons eme He MoHsuI, 4To cOOO0M MpeCTaBiseT, 3TOT BEIMKaH C OTHOM
JKEHCKOU TPYIbI0 U OTPOMHOM MYCKy/1aTypoii. Het, oH Obl KOHEYHO, KOHEI] eIlé ITOMOYJI, JKEHIITUH Y
HEro JIaBHO He ObUIO, HO BOT OBITh ChEJEHHBIM, J1a elE KUBbEM, BOT TYT-TO OH, C TAKOUM CBETUBIIIEH
Y COBCEM HE Pajly’KHOI NEPCHEKTUBOM, OKa3aJcsl HE COIJIACEH.

«Hwuuero cebe, npun€r otnoxHyTh! — nogyman oH. — CpoYHO HYKHO IPUHUMATh pellieHre U
KaK-TO OTCIO/Ia BBIOMPATHCSI» .

— i, TBapb Oe300xkHas! — KpukHYI KoJst, amOaity ¢ keHCKOU rpyabio. — Xouy, 6azap 6azaputs!

— U, 4€ Tl MOXeIllb HaM, TaKOrO 3a0a3apuTh? — C HHTEPECOM CITPOCHIT TPYJACTHIM.

— 41, cormnacen, Ha Balll THUWION packJiajl, — CHIOKOWHO OTBETUJT XBOCT.

— Tel, cormacen?! — ynuBmiics amoOait.

— A, 4gro Tyt Takoro? 4 nepern, emé tot! Jlioomo Ténovek! A TyT, K TOMy *ke, emé u peOEHKa
cotBopuTh HYXHO! [la 51, Tonbko, 3a! Haxep, 6:1s1 Oymy, eciiu He poauthest pedéHok! [Toka cyka, Bcé
ynku-nyku! Tak 4To, Mory, U nepeTpaxarb BceX Balux 0adc, €CM YrOJHO TO M OOPIOXaTHTh.

Awmban 3agymancs. B ero mo3ry, 3akunesna OypHasi esiTeIbHOCTh. OH JIMXOPaJOYHO pacCyk-
aaj 0 CBOEM OymyIleM BeIWYHH, eClI U B TPaBly 3aJyMaHHOE MOJTYyYUThCS, OIJIONOTBOPUTH BCEX
JKEHINVH, ¥ B VX TUIeMEeHU OyieT OOoJIbllie 3[I0pOBbIX JIIONCH, KUTh cpa3y cTaHeT jerde. Ho ¢ apyroii
CTOPOHBI, €CJTM STOT MPOXOIUMEI] U TIPOKI0Xa COEKUT, UTO TOTJa CTAHETCS C €r0 POIOM U AepeBHEN
B 1iesiom? Ero simuHbiil aBTOpUTET OcaadeeT u HauHETcs xaoc! [IBaanars Jiet Ha3al, OH B OMMHOUKY
CMOT HaBECTH TOPSJOK, HO 3TO OBUIO TaK JaBHO, U K TOMY ke, ObLT eIIé Moo 1 MosoH cuil. [la
Y BBIIJISAUT TOT MPHIIIENEl] BEChMa MPHUBJIEKATEBHO, IEPEBEHCKUE KEHIIUHBI, SBHO HE OTKAXYTCS
MPOBECTH C HUM HOYb.

— CIipIIb TEJIO, ThI CIPABUIIILCS XOTS ObI € MATHI0 6a0amMu? — MPUIILY PUBIIICH OTHUM TJIA30M,
CIIPOCHJT aMOal, PeIIuB MOJIOKUTHCS HA CBOE IPUPOIHOE BE3EHHE.

— B, obwxkaerms! Ho 151 myimero pe3ynbraTa, B HATYpe HYXKHO TPU HOUH.

— Hy-y, b1 oxpenen, yro qm?! V Hac yxke HOublo npa3gHuk! Kak Tosbko Thl, caenaemns Ham
peGE€HKa, To U cpa3y NMpa3aHUK HAYHETCS. Tena He MoNMyT.

— A Tena MmouMyT, YTO MATh WM IIECTh BAIIUX TENOK, MOTYT OT MEHSI POIUTh? — HE YHUMAJICS
XBOCT, OH UHTYUTHBHO MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OTHOTPYABIN aMOaJsl, FOTOB C HUM COTJIACUTBCS, A BblJle-
JIBIBAETCS JIVIIb JIUTs1 BUIMMOCTH U TIOIbEMA CBOEH 3HAYMMOCTU. A KTO OBl U3 €r0 TUIEMEHH, PelTHICS
OTKa3aThbCsl OT NMpUTOKa cBexero cemeHn? Hukro. Bor Ha aToM, 1 pemmn ceirpats Kosst XBocCTHK.
Jlyd1iie 4yTOK POTSHYTh BPEMEHH U OTJIOKUTh MOMEHT MPa3IHUKA, Ha KOTOPOM €ro TOJKHBI OyayT
COXpaThb, @ TIOTOM yX, U TIOMBITATHCS BHIPBATHCS U3 JIAll JEPEBEHCKUX KUTeNlel. JKeHIIMHBI CTOSN
TUIOTHBIM TTOJTYKPYTOM Yy HOT TJIEHHOTO U, HE CTECHSISICh B BBIPAXKEHHUSIX, CTAPATUCH YTaaTh, YTO Mpsi-
YeTcsl B IITaHAX, 3TOr0 CTPAHHOTO MapHsl, M KAKOTO pa3Mepa, U HACKOJIbKO CHJIEH.

— Hamm 6a6bl, TOTOBHI TPaxHYThCSA ¢ TOOOHM! — MU STHX CJIOBaX CBOETO BOXAaKa, ONCThiC B
[[BETHOE TPSTIBbE, JKUTEIHHUIIBI PAJOCTHO 3aKMBAJIH rOJIOBaMH. B MX B3MIsiIax, MOSIBUIACH MTOXOTh U
auKasi cTpactb, — Ho cMoTpu! — cTpOro mpuKpuKHYI amOal, MPOHM3bIBAs B3IJISIIOM IUICHHHKA, —
Ecnu nonbitaenibest, majasia, CAPHICTHYTh, 3aBaIO!

— Hy, 310 rpy60! — BBIIABIII U3 ce0s1 APYKECKYIO YIBIOKY XBOCT, IpeBo3Morasi 00jb, — Thl KO
MHE T0-YeJI0BEYECKH OTHECCS, U s TeOe OTBEUY TeM Ke.

Takoli TOBOPOT COOBITHIA YCTPOUJI KOMBITHOTO amOana. OH CTyKHYJ KOMBITAMHU-JIAJOHSIMH B
3HaK, 4TO MpodsemMa pelieHa U pa3BepHYJICS Ha 3aJHUX HOTaX-KOIbITaxX.

—Teno, y MeHst uMeeTcs1 BCTpeuHOe MpeiokeHne! — cMeno 3aroBopuil XBOCT B CIIMHY amOaity,
TOT OCTAHOBWJICSI, O/IHM TOJIbKO YIIIM HEPBHO OTOMBAIM TakT, — He 031u, ropHa He moxacyHy. Tuna
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X04y, YTOOBI Oa0BI TBOM, XOPOIIIO TOMBLUTHCH ¥ 3aXOIUJIH Yepe3 Yac, OCIe BhIIe/AIIel 0adbl, 3 Moei
JIMYHOU XUOAPBI.

Kot Bc€ npuaymbiBait Ha X0y, MBITasICh MOATONKHYTh COOBITHSI TAKUM 00pa30M, YTOOBI eMY,
HaKOHell, Pa3Bsi3aJIi PyKU M Jajii CBOOOMY.

— A-a! Bot TbI 0 4éM! — 00IErYEHHO MPOTSIHYJT MECTHBIN BOXK/Ib, TIPENICTABIsIsSI ce0e YCIIbIIIATb,
4ero-To 00J1ee OIacHOro M HEBBITOIHUMOro, — Caenaem!

C 3TMU cJI0BaMM BOK/Ib TUIEMEHH, TaK M HE MOBOPAYMBasiCh, 3amarai gaisine. Kosus ocrancs
JIeXkaTh 1Mo Kryuumu jtydyamu Cetuna. Tonma, cocTosias U3 XpoMBbIX, KOCBIX, MHOTOPYKHX U TTPO-
YMX JKUTENel JAEepPeBHH, Pa3oIlIach MO CBOMM XHOapaM TOTOBUTHCS K MPEACTOSILEMY MPa3THUKY.
Mplicu y IPUBS3aHHOTO TIAPHSI, TEKJIM TOJIBKO B OTHOM HAIPABJICHUH, KaK OCBOOOIUTH pyKH!

C TO¥ CTOPOHBI, € KOTOPOW XBOCT HE MOT' BUZIETh, MOCIIBIIIAIMCH CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH, 3TO OKa3a-
JIMCh JBE OCOOM KEHCKOTO 1ojia. OHM Hec/U ¢ cOO0M AePEeBIHHOE KOPHITO, HAMOJIHEHHOE POJHUKOBOM
BOJIOM U Mapy LIETOK, BHIIIOJIHEHHBIX U3 HEM3BECTHOIO €My PAacTeHMs, HEOIPEEIEHHBIX Pa3MEpPOB
Y PaclBETOK TPSIMKH U Ta, YTO ObUIA OTHOCHTEBHO TIEPBOH 10HA, CBOOOIHOIN PYKOM KPEIKO MPUKH-
MaJia K TPy JAePEeBSIHHBINA COCY/I, HATIOMIHEHHBIN TATY4Yel KuakocThio. OHa, cTaparesibHO, mepeou-
pajia CBOMMHM TpeMst Horamu, O0sICh OCTYIUTBCS WU 3AITyTaThCsl B UTMHHOM I1071071€ 100K U, ¥ TIOOM 151
K IJIEHHOMY, O€peKHO MOCTaBIIa cocy/] OKoso Hero. CliejoM 3a HUMHU TOJIONIEN KapivK, Ha KOPOT-
KHMX HOrax, ¢ HeOOBIYaliHO Pa3BUTON MYCKYJIaTypol W INIMPUHOM TUIeY, He MeHbllle MeTpa. Bes ero
¢urypa, mpinana ot u30bITKa (prsrueckoi cuiibl. OH rpydo HACTYNUII Ha PyKy XBOCTY, KOCTh €/1Ba
HE JIONTHYJIA OT YPE3MEPHOTO JABJIEHUS Ha HEE, KEHIIMHBI Pa3BsA3aiM y3ell, KapjuK OTIYCTUI PYKY,
OHU CHSLTH C He€ pyKaB [UKMHCOBOM pyOalllky U CHOBa NpUBs3aId. Toske npoenay ¢ JIEBO pyKo 1
Horamu. [Ipu 3TOM OrpOMHBIHN Kapiuk OecrliepeMOHHO HACTYMAa Ha pyKH M HOTH, 1aBasi TAKMM oOpa-
30M MOHSATH, YTO OAJIOBCTBA OH HE MOTEPIUT.

Kornma nponenypa pa3aeBaHusi 3aKOHUYMJIACh, OH OTOUIEN MOJ TEHb PACKMIUCTOM aKaluu, U
Morya HaOJTofIal co CTOPOHBL. JKeHIuHa, 4To ObUIa MocTapiie, nepBasi OKyHyJa HIETKY B BOLY U
MIPUHSIACh TEPETh 3ar0PesIoe TEJI0 MOJIOAOro My:XK4MHbL. ClieloM 3a Hell IpucTynuia u sropast. OHu
Mormua enany cBo€ neno. CHavasia 3T0 y HUX MOMy4asioch rpy0oo U HEMPHUATHO, HO MO Mepe MpHOIH-
JKEHUS K TIOJIOBOMY YJIEHY, ABUKEHUSI CTAJIM JIACKOBBIMH M HEKHBIMHU. XBOCT PACCIAOMIICS U 3aKPhLT
171232, IPeIOCTaBUB BO3MOKHOCT KEHIIIMHAM, HACIAAUTHCS ero TesnioM. Ha Bcio 6aHHyIo ipotieypy,
YIUIO IPUMEPHO OKOJIO Yaca. CBETHIIO MAJIMJIO HEelllaHO, HO TIOTOKH MPOXJIJHON BOIBI, ObLIIA TIPH-
SITHBl Y OCTY:KaJIM Pa3ropsiu€HHOE, 3aropesioe Mojonoe Teso. Ilotom, mieHHoro, nepeBepHyIu Ha
KHMBOT. PaHa OT 0Tpe3aHHOro XBOCTa eIl He COBCEM 3aTSHYJIOCh, U HEMHOTO MOOaMBaio. KeHIMHBI
3aMepJiu, YBUZIEB elI€ He 3apyOreBaBIIYIOCS PaHy.

— 9T0... TBapb O/IHA, pellajia MEHs] MauKaHyTh, — OTO3BAJICSI XBOCT, OH B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT,
caM 3a0bUT ITPO TO, YTO Y HETO eIlE COBCEM HEIaBHO POC XBOCT M OBICTPO OTBETUJI, YTOOBI HE BBI3BATD
TIOJIO3PEHNS], U 3TOT OTBET, MECTHBIX JKUTeJNlel ycTpous, — f ycren orckounts. U TyT *ke, cam, 3Ty
CYKy npupe3a!

JKeHIIMHBI IOMBUTHA TUIEHHOTO, MOATM 3HAaK Kapiuky. ToT He apeMan u ObICTPO MPHUHSLICS
pasBsi3biBaTh Koo 1, MpoTsHYB MYCKYJIUCTYIO PYKY, TIOMOT TIOJHSITHCS Ha HOTH, TIPU 9TOM, KPETTKO
AepKaj MapHs 3a JIOKOTh. XBOCTHK HE COMPOTHUBJISIICS, TIOHUMAJI, KaK Pas3BsKYT, TO B TOT K€ MM,
KOHTPOJIb 32 HUM OyJIeT YCHJIEH, U AeJaTh MOIBITKY OexaThb ceituac, Ob1o Obl coBceM rymo. Cro-
KOWHO TIO3BOJIMJI OTBECTH ce0sl, B ICHTPAIBHYIO XVKMHY, OCBOOOXKIEHHYIO CIIEIIUAIBHO IJIsI HETO.
Tyna ke, OTHECIIM BCE €r0 JIMYHBIE BELIN.

«Temnepb, MOXHO 1 00IyMaTh CBOE MOJIOKEHHUE » — pa3MbIUIsiT XBOCT. B xubape, 1o LieHTpy,
KaK ¥ TOJIOKEHO, CTOSLJIO JIOKE U3 TJIMHBI, TOBEPX YJIOXKUIA HECKOJIBKUMH CJIOSIMH TIEPHHBI, HAOUTHIE
cyxum ceHoM. Oniexxaa OpolieHa Ha TpyOO CKOJIOUEHHYIO, U3 KYCKOB HEOOJIBIIINX, CTBOJIOB JIEPEBbEB
naBKy. He ToporinBo, OH MofoIEn K cBoel ofexae. B mxuHcoBas pydaxa, jJexasinas MoBepx ITa-
HOB, TYT e Obl1a onrynana Koneii, Hox okazascs Ha cBOEM Mecte. MecTHbIE OTyXH, He COU3BOJIHIIH
0ObICKaTh ero Beru! 1o, TNIeHHUKA BeCbMa MOPa0Baio U HEMHOTO YCTIOKOWJIO. 3HATh, OHU HE CTOJTb
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KPYThI, KaK Ka)xyTcs, ¥ MOOer, MMeeT MeCcTO OBbITh! 3a IpA3HBIM IOJIOTOM TMOCIBIIIAIUCH TIKEbIE
maru. Koms nepenoxui onexay Onvke K UMIPOBU3UPOBAHHOMY JIOXKY U CeJl PSJIOM, MO-TIPEKHEMY
OCTaBasICh COBEPIIEHHO TOJIbIM.

3anana”Has, ITpsA3HBIMU pyKaMM, 3aHaBECKAa OTKUHYJIACh, U B XWKHUHY IIPOCYHYJICS, COTHYB-
IIKCh TIOTOJIaM, OTHOTPY/IBII aMOat.

— Teno, Te1 TOTOB?

— B Harype!

— 3axomu! — u amMOaJ1 KPSAXTH, BbUIE3 U3 IPOEMA, MPOITyCKast B U30y, JOBOJIBHO CUMITATHYHYIO,
CpeqHHMX JIeT skeHIIUHY. OHa ¢ TOOOMBITCTBOM pasIisiAbBalia MOJIOJOE TeJI0, OCOOEHHO YJIeH.

— Yukca, Mpoxoay M najai! — npumniacui rocteio XBocT. — Kak, KianuyT?

— Mapro, a Te6s?

— XBOCT.

He ycnien Mosoz1o¥i uesioBeK BHITOBOPUTH CBOE MPO3BUIIIE, KAK JKEHIIIMHA OBICTPO CKUHYJIA CBOE
KaJIKOe, HO YMCTOE OJEsTHUE, U MEPE] HUM OTKPBUIOCH YEllyyaToe TeJo, C YEThIpbMs YIPYIUMU
rpyasmu. UyTb HUXe MyTKa, eMy YJIBIOHYIUCH OOJbIIre TyObl. XBOCT 3aKMYPHUIICS, TIHITAsICh OT/Ie-
JIaTbCsl OT BHE3AIMHOTO BefieHUsl. «Yto-To 51 pasHepBHUYascs! [epxu, ceds B pyKax!» — ycrokanBa
Komst cam ce6s1. MeieHHO OTKpbLT 171432, HO HUKHUE TYObl, €My BHOBb YJIBIOHYJIUCH, 1a TAK CHUJIBHO,
YTO OOHAXKUIIA MEJIKUE U OCTpbIe 3yObl, POCIIIE B HECKOJIBKO PAJOB. DTa YacTh TeJia KEHIMHBI, €ro
1iokrpoBasa. HoBosIBJIEHHBIN camMell-OCEMEHUTEb, CUAET C PACKPBITHIM PTOM U HE MOprasi CMOTpel
Ha OCKaJICHHbIE TEHUTAJIMU TOCThH. A Ta, BU/S TAKOW HEMOJJIENIbHBIN MHTEPEC MYKUYMHBI K COKPO-
BEHHOMY MECTY, MOAOIIIa K HEMY BIUIOTHYIO U MOJNOXKMWIA PyKY Ha cuiibHOE Tuiedo. OT Hee€, cnaako
1 BO30Y’K/aloIIle MaxJyio, U Aaxe 3TOT HEOKUAAHHBIN, HO OUeHb MPHUATHBIN (DAKT HE BBI3BIBAT Y HETO
B030y)aeHue. ['yObl pacrosnaraiuch, Kak MOJIOKEHO BAOJb Tella, KaK y BCeX JKEeHIIMH, HO, YTOObI OHU
YIIBIOATHCH, 4 elI€ CKPBIBAJIM 32 COOOM OCTpbIe KaK y aKyJbl 3yObl, TAKOro XBOCT He BHJIEN HUTTE
u Hukorga! M kak, muxaTth Tyga cBoero «apyra»? OHa xe «ero» orkycuT! JKeHIuHa npuHsIIach
JIacKaTh, TIOCTETIEHHO MPHUOJIKAsACh K WIEHY, U TOT IIapy pa3 OTBETHJI Ha €€ JIACKY, HO KaK TOJbKO
B3 Konmu yriepesi B ysibIOaionyiocsi IpOMeKHOCTb, Cpa3y BO3BpAIIAJICS B HCXOIHOE TOJIOKEHHUE.
[octes1, He cobupanachk Tak ObICTpO craBaThest. OHa ylIoOXkWia MJIEHHOTO HA CIMHY M MPOAOJIKIIA,
YYBCTBEHHBIN W JIACKOBBIH, SpOTHUECKUI Maccax. [pixaHue Mapro y4acTuiioch, ryobl HAOyXJH U
¢ 3y0OOB 3aKamnajy CJIIOHH, eIl¢ MTHOBEHHE U OHA, OblIa TOTOBA BCTABUTDH WieH B CBOE upeBo. Her!
MupHThCs ¢ TAKMM TOJIOKEHUEM, TUICHHUK He coOupasicsi. KMBO B3sJ1 MHULIMATHBY B CBOM PYKH.
JIOBKO ONpOKMHYJ MECTHYIO KUTEJbHUIY Ha JIONATKH, U caM, MPUCTYIMI K CEKCYaJIbHBIM UTpaM,
BCUECKU n30erast 3y0acThiX Iyd, KOTOpble, BO30YKIEHHAS MECTHAS KUTEILHUIIA, TAK JIOBKO IThITA-
JIach TIOJICTABUTH TOJT €T0 CHIIbHBIE pyKU. Kosist, ObICTpO pasrajgast yJaoBKY M MepeBEepHY. MapTHEPIITY
Ha KUBOT. Ero y1aloHn 3aCcKONIB3MIIM 10 KEHCKOMY Telly, U Ha KaxkJ10€ JJACKOBOE JBUKeHue, Mapro
TOMHO CTOHAJIa ¥ MPUIOJHMMAJIa CBOM YeLlyHYaThlil 3a/l, CJIOBHO UTpaJla C WIEHOM, NpUIjiaias ero
KaK MOXHO TJIyOXe MPOHUKHYTh B €€ HeM3BECTHBIE ITyOMHBI M XOPOIIIEHbKO MX UCcenoBath. U TyT,
MOJIOZIOH YeJIOBEK PasIiIsiies], 9YTO MEXKAY 3yOaCTIMU I'yOaMH U IIOKOJIaJHOU IBIPOYKOMN PACTIONOXKH-
JIMCh MaJjible po30Bbie TYObl. OT BO30YXIEHUS uelryiuaras Koxka pa3IBHUHY/IACh, U PO30BbIE TYOKH
CUJIbHO HaOyXJIM U TTPUOTK PbUIHChH, CIIOBHO, NEPBBII POOKUI BECEHHHI IBETOK. BOT TyT-TO, €ro wieH
B3MBUI K HeOY, U OOJIbIlie He pa3MBIIILIsAs, XBOCT OCTOPOXKHO 6e3 rpyOOCTH BCTABUII B Y3KYIO IIETIb.
OnuH TOTYOK BTOPOH M JKEHIIMHA 33poXkaja BCEM TeJIOM, BLEMUIACh 3y0aMu U HOTTSIMH B TPaBsi-
HYIO TIEpHHY TPOMKO 3acToHasa M oOMsikia. Kosst cam Toro, He oxkugast OOMJIbHO KOHUMIL.

— T, k1€Bast TéNKa! — moxBamui e€ XBOCT, CTapasch He Aymarh O 3yOacThix ryoax. Ho Te,
OISATh, PACIUIBUTUCH B JOBOJIBLHOM yibiOke. Komst 3axmypuics.

3a [IBephio MOCHBINAINCH yaajsomyecs mard. Hamr repoil yiabIOHyICs, TOHUMAasl, 9TO HX
nojcaymmBaiu. Boxap-amban, 1a 1 Bce OCTaIbHbIC JKUTENN IEPEBHH, TOUHO 3HAIOT, MPOIIECC 3a4a-
TUS 3akoH4YeH. [lapTHEpIua, Tak U Jexkana, MogparvBasi OT YJOBOJbCTBUS Ha JIOKE CBOEH NEpPBOM
HACTOSINEeH TOOBM, OHA UMEHHO Ccefuac IMOHsIa, YTO BCE, YTO JeJajd paHblie, ObLIO HE TO U He
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tak! [Iuxatp uieH, B 3y0acTyio MPOMEXKHOCTb HE HY)KHO, Kak Obl OHa He TpocHiia. DTa MajleHbKast
ObIPOUYKA, KOTOPOM OHAa TaK M HE MOIJIa HAWTH IPUMEHEHUs OKa3ajach caMoil ciaakoit! XBoCT ke,
COBEPIIIEHHO HETPUHYKAEHHO, 03 CTECHEHU S, BHIIIEN I'OJIbIM Ha YJIMIY M Ha IJa3ax y BCeX, CJAAKO
NOTSIHYJICS. MEeCTHBIN HapOJl CBETUIICS OT CYACThs1, HO JieJ1ajl BU, YTO HUYETro He MPOU30IILIO, U MPo-
JOJIKaJ TOTOBUTHCS K MPa3JHUKY. BOKPYT XMKUHBI HUKOTO He OBLIO, KPOME MYCKYJIMCTOTO KapiuKa,
HACYIUBILIETO OPOBH M OPOAMBIIIEIO OKOJIO «Xpama JII0OBH», HO OJIM3KO He moaxonui. [epikancs
Ha PacCTOSIHUU, MTPOJOJIKasl BHUMATEIBHO CIIEUTD 32 TUIeHHBIM. KOst MoqMUTHYI, C BOXK/IEIEHUEM
MOCMOTPEBIIEN Ha HETrO KEHIIMHE, U CKPBUICSA 32 3aCajIeHHbIM MOIoroM. Mapro nogHsiach Ha HOTH
¥, TOKAYMBAsICh, TONIIA HABCTPEUY CBOEMY HOBOMY MApPTHEPY M I'POMKO UMOKHYJIA €ro B IIEKY U
OarogapHoO OOHSIIA.

— Cnacu6ku! — Musio mpon3sHecsia oHa. — Thl, OrOHB!

XBOCT yJbIOHYJICS yrofkoM pra. Ero 3acmyru nouru He Obuto. [TapTHEpina Beé caenana cama,
OH TIPOCTO-HAMPOCTO XOPOIIO e€ BO30YIMI U IPUMEHII UMEHHO TY ABIPOYKY, UTO ObLIa IJIsI STOTO
U TpeJHa3HaueHa. A yJablOHyJICs, He OT TOrO, YTO eMy MOJIbCTHIA TTOXBaja, a OT TOro, YTO BCE Jiepe-
BEHCKME MYXXUKHU, HU pa3y TOJIKOM He BO30YKIaJIM CBOMX JKEHIIUH U MBITAIMCh COBEPIIATH TOJIOBBIE
aKTHI WJTU 3a4aTHe B MPOMEKHOCTH, IJIe HAXOAWINCH YIIbIOAIoIecs 3yoacToie Tyosl U 6e3 TpaBM He
ectecTBeHHO He o0xommiochk. imenHo Konst XBOCTHK, MEpBBIN OTHICKAT 3TY YKPOMHYIO IIEIOUKY U
ObLJT IEPBOITPOXO/IIEM B 3TOM [IeJie, ¥ 110 HACTOSIIEMY TEPBBIM MYKUMHOM, B ku3HU Mapro. U 1o,
YEPTOBCKU JIbCTUJIO!

— W 4€, Mbl 16I0MMCS1? — ¢ HAITYCKHOM CTPOTOCThIO cripocuiia Mapro. — YyBak, 4To-To He Tak?

— Jla Bc€ Tak. 3Haellib, Ha Tyle XOpoIIo, KOrjia MpaBWIbHO clieaellb aesio. MHe, BCE MmoHpa-
BUJIOCH !

— U mue, oxepeHHo!

Ort takux cnoB, Komo XBocTHKa Bcerga KOpoouso, U celuac y Hero 3aJéprayiach Iieka.

— Tr1 u€?!

— Ha Bcé, otmmuHo. { BOT, cMOTpIo Ha TeOs. KpacuBas keHIIMHA, B Teje, MPU IIMKAPHON
curype. ..

- N 4e?

— A pasroBapuBaellb, KaKk pacrocieiHuid 3a0ynapira Mykuk B TaBepHe! He, s He B oOuny.
Tol He MogyMaii, YTo X04y TeOsl Kak-To oOuaeTh. Takas MIMKapHas KeHIIMHA, KaK Thl, HE JOJDKHA
pyratbcs. Mol coBeT, MepecTaHb yrnoTpeOsTh pyraresibCcTBa, U Thl MOYYBCTBYEIIb, KAK BO3PACTET
TBOU aBTOPUTET U B IEPEBHE, U CPEeH CaMIIOB TuleMeHH. U monu camu K TeOe OTSHYThCS.

— W 4€? — nenosepurBo Mapro nocmorpesa Ha Koo,

— Bor ceituac, ckaxu He «M ué?», a «A 4r0, ¢ Toro?», mim «B cmbicie?», «[lng gero?».

— Kak-To... TBI TENI0, CTpaHHO Oa3apuilb?! — KEHIIMHA PUIILYPUIIACh.

— Kak pa3 HaoOopoT, «Oazapuiib» ceiyac Thl. — XBOCT MOAMHUTHYJ Mapro, — A s, pa3roBapu-
Bal0 HA HOPMAJILHOM, YEJIOBEUECKOM SI3bIKE. A pa3Be TeOe, MOsl IIpeK pacHast JieJH, He HPaBUThCS MO
s13bIK 7 MHE MOKa3ajioch, YTO HPaBUTHCS.

— ...a... — Mapro, xoTtena 4To-TO BO3pa3uTh, HO, B €€ TeJie 3alleBeInIach JyIia HACTOSIIEH
JKEHIIIMHBI, ¥ OT TAKMX MUJIBIX CJIOB TIAPHSI, Y HE€ MypAaIlIKU MOOEsKaIH IO TeJTy, CMBICT KOTOPBIX, OHA
YJIaBJIMBAJIA CBOUM IEPBOOBITHBIM KEHCKAM YyThEM, a HE yIIaMHU.

— 41, ¢ Toboii, emé He mpoIanck! — XBOCT UTPUBO MOAMUTHY Mapro v mojai KeHIuHe eé
Ben, — 51, 3arsaHy Houblo! TBowm r1aza! TBo€ Teno! O-o! YroBop, 4T06 HUKTO He 3HA!

— Oxk! MHe nonpaswiuch TBoM ciioBa! g momyok! Byny xaath!

[NapTHEpIIa HETOPOILIUBO ONIEIACh, TO U /IeJI0, Opocast OarofapHbie B3IJIsAbl HA CBOETO HOBOTO
MoOOBHUKA 1 OTIIA e€ OyayIero peoénka. Ha mpoianbe, celisHKa YMOKHYJIA €r0 B TyObl M OTKHHYJIA
TOJIOT.

XBocT xke, nogyMait: «Toibko O He MOAXBATUTH FAAOCTh KaKylo!» U OBICTPO 00IaYMIICS B CBOU
OfIEK bl ¥ OCTOPOKHO BHITJISTHYJT M3-32 3aHABECKH.
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Mapro KoposeBO¥ I11j1a Mo JePEeBEHCKOM yIIUIIe, He CIiella U IPallMo3HO NMOKaYMBast OEapaMu Ha
3aBUCTh BceM. CUacTbe CBETUIIOCH B €€ I71a3aX U Ha Jiulie. MecTHbIe MyXUKU, OPOCHITH CBOM 3aHSTHUS
Y HEMPWINYHO ISUTWIIMC HA HEE, a )KEHIUHbI CMOTPEJIN C HECKPhIBAEMOM 3aBUCTBIO. TYT K HEM, 1oj-
CKOYMJIM €I€ YEThIPE MOTYrobIX MHOTOIPY/IbIX YELITYHYaThIX JE€BUL], HABEPHOE, €€ MOIPYTH, HO BCE
OHH, BHEIITHe ObLJIM MeHee CUMIATHYHbI, YeM Mapro u He Tak XOpOIIO CJIOKeHbI. JIUIb MOIOIoCTh
Obl1a Ha ux cropoHe. Co BceX KOHIIOB JIEPEBHU CTEKAJICSl HAPOJ, JKenasl U3 TePBbIX YCT, YCIBIIIATh
O «IIOABHUIC» IIJICHHOTIO.

XBOCT OIIsifIeNcsl, BUJs, U4TO 32 €r0 XMKMHOM HUKTO HEe CMOTPUT. Jlake, MyCKYIUCTHIA Kap-
JIMK, U TOT BOXKAEIEHHO 3acMoTpesicsi Ha Mapro. PaznymbiBath ObUIO HeKoraa. BeicTpo cKpbuics 3a
XJIUNKUM ctpoerreM. Ocmotpernicsi. Bokpyr Hukoro. O60exai cieayomui JoM, TPUTAUICS y ero
3aJJHel, TOHKOM CTEHKU. [0 KPOMKHM I'YCTBIX 3apOCJIei, OCTAJIOCh IIaroB COPOK U JBe XM:KUHbI. Emmié
HECKOJIBKO JI0JITUX MIHOBEHUI OKUAAHUSI M OTPOMHBIX IPBIKKOB, U IUIEHHUK OYYTUJICSI HA OKpauHe
nepeBHH. Hariero reposi, OTIesnsiio BCero HeCKOJbKO MIaroB ot 3apocieil. U Bapyr, Kak 1o Bomeo-
CTBY Tepel] HUM BHIpOC Kapiauk. OH ObLT B OAHMX ABIPSIBBIX U 3aHOIIEHHBIX INTaHax. OrojéHHbINA
TOPC HAaJ3UpaTesl, UTpaJl MBIIIAMHU, JaBasi MMOHATH OEIJielly, YTo Tak MpocTo, eMy He yiTu. JInbo
BEPHYTHCsI 0OPATHO B IEPEBHIO, JTMOO BCTPETUTHCS B CMEPTEIHHOM CXBATKE CO CBOMM HaI3UpaTesieM,
JIMLIOM K JIUITY.

— Th1, Om1s1, rpedu 0OpaTHO, HE TO BBIPBY HOTM! — 3arOBOPUJI MENIOK MBIIIII, €r0 ToJ0C ObLT
[JIyXUM U XPUILIBIM. — YTO CyKa, ymaJ, Thl caMblil XuTpoxonbiid?! S xutpee. ..

XBOCT pe3KO B3MaxHYJl PyKOH, M MPOTUBHUK PYXHYJ C IJIyXUM CTOHOM, JE€pPXKach 3a Ipyib.
Bernen yxMplibHYysCS:

— Te1, npyskuille, MHOTO pa3roBapuBaellib. .. — rporentai Koss u ocmorpercs.

Bpone tTixo. Ix HukTo, HU4ero He Bujesl. OCTOPOKHO MOJOMIEN K KapyuKy. Harnyscs v 1oBKO
M3BJIEK CBOM OCTPBHIA HOX M3 Tejla YOUTOro, BBITEP O UyXKYIO LITAaHUHY, CIpsATaT Ha MecTo. KuBo
TMIOJIXBATHJI TEJIO KapJIMKa Ha PyKH U CKPBUICS C HUM B 3apociisix Oy3uHbl. [1e ynoxun youToro, noj
I'YCTBIM KYCTOM M CIEIIHO MPUCHIIAJ €ro, MpOILLUIOTOAHUMH JIUCThbsIMU. bexarh mpuiuioch 04eHb
OBICTPO, B JTIOOYI0 CEKyHAy MOIJIM KUHYThCSI B TOTOHIO. .. HO, Mpapia, He aoiro. Kons GykBajibHO
HaJieTes Ha offHOrpyAoro amOasia. ToT, BCTa Ha 3aJHHAE KOTIBITA M BHITSHYJICS BO BECh CBOM OTPOMHBII
Y MOTYYHI POCT, a IepeJHAE PYKH-KOITBITA CKPECTUIT Ha IPY/IH, TOTOBBIH B JIIOOYIO CEKYH/1y OOPYIIUTh
BCIO CBOIO MOIIIb Ha OerJieria, HO yobian ciaoBa Komu XBocTrka:

— O! U3Bunu! Yyts, He pazgaBu!

— INapna, Kyna apamnaenis? — He OIeHIIT oMopa ambai, — Yto, cyka, mpodanadomicsa?! Iyma-
emb, 51 TeOe noepui? Jla Takoi majany Kak Tel, 51 C IEPBOTO BSIKaHbsI He 10Bepsiio! MblI 3a TOOOI,
TeJI0, MPUCMAaTPUBAJIM B YEThIpE IJ1a3a!

XBOCT CMOTpeJ TOBOPUBLIEMY MYTAaHTY INpsIMO B I71a3a, EPeMUHAsCh ¢ HOrM Ha Hory. He
TOBOPsI HU CJIOBA, BHICOKO TIONPHITHY/I BBEPX U YAapHJI KOJIEHOM, amOaa B og0opoaokK. Tyia oik-
HYJIa, BHITYYUB IJ1a3a, OMHOBPEMEHHO, OT OOJIM M yAMBIIEHUsI, OOMSIKJIa M MEIIIKOM PyXHYJIa B TPaBy,
3a0pbI3ruBasi BCE BOKPYT (POHTAHOM KPOBH M3 pa30UTOro HOCA, TyO W MPUKYIIEHHOTO SI3bIKA.

Komns XBocTHK NOBUC Ha/l TOBEPKEHHBIM POTUBHUKOM, U ME/IJIEHHO 3arOBOPUIL:

— XpeH, Tel MOpkOBbIi! Ecii gymaenib, 4yTo B3s1 MEHS ClAIIMM, To ctail repoem? Hlumky,
cyka, Tede B 3aauuIly! 9 Pycckuii! A Pycckuii yenoBek, Jaxe rojbIMU pyKamu, OyIeT CBoeMy Bpary
ropiio pBath! 3aromuu 310. Emmo rosopmit: «He nenait apyromy yenoBeky O0JbHO, M HE TIONTYYHIIb
OouIb Hazag!».

AmOa 3aCTOHAIT ¥ TIONBITAJICS TIOAHSITHCS.

— Jlexu! — yxe Msrde rnpousHéc XBocT, — Y MeHs K Tede, eCcTh JIeIoBoe TpeiokeHue. S, He
yOuBaio Tebsl, a Thl, OTITYCKAeIllb MEHS 1 He MpeciieIyellb.

— Th1..., — mMIIen CKBO3b OKPOBABJICHHBIE T'YObI M BHIOMTBIE 3yObl aMOall, — TeJI0 OXPEHENo. . .

— Kak xouernib, — rmoxain ruiedamu XBOCT U JOCTAT HOX. [IBMKeHUs ObUTH CTOJb OBICTPHIMU U
OTTOYEHHBIMM, YTO B IJIa3aX OJHOI'PYIOrO MOSIBUJICS PEAIbHBIN CTPAX 3a CBOIO KU3Hb.
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—3-3! Teno, mogoxau! Y€ 1, 61151, Oyay MMETh C TOTO, Y€ Thl YHIETH? — OT YaCTOrO HEPBHOTO
IbIXaHMS, ero OOMbIIIast KEeHCKask TPyAb MEJIKO 3a/IpoKaia.

— A ThI, HE TaK IJIyM, KaK Kaxembes! — yapionyscs Kons XBoctuk. — EcTh y MeHs1 oiuH cekper,
Mory rnozeuTbesi. Eciii, KOHEUHO, XOuelllb.

— V6azapw! TBoii cekpeT, MaTh TBOIO, HAa TBOIO KH3Hb !

— Unér!

— Teno, cMOTpHU y MeHs1, €CJI TBOM CEKpPET MHE He MOKAKETCsl TAKUM YK CEKPeToM, To Oyay
YKCTO MO-TIAI[AHCKH, BBIHYK/IEH OTIPABUTH 3a TOOOM TOMYy!

— be3 6!

XBOCT YXMBUIbHYJICS, IOHUMAsi, HACKOJIBKO 3TO yIp03a HIYTOXKHA, HO TYT K€ B3sU1 ce0s1 B pyKH,
Y CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM OTBETHII:

— Cnymaii MeHsi, BHUMaTebHO! — KoJisi HakJIOHWJICST HUKe, O3UpasiCh MO CTOPOHaM. — ITo,
3HAIO TONBKO $1. Tereps Oyzelb, U Thl B TeMe. Tak 4To, eciiv Xouellb ObITh BCEera B JIUepax, JepKu
SI3BIK 32 3yOamu.

— Teno, e nenait nare rosory! Poxaii yxe!

— Mononen! Pyoumns ¢umky! Ciymail BHUMaTeabHO W 3alIOMHHAMA, MOBTOPATH HE Oymy.
[NoBeps, HEKOrIa TPATUTH JPATOLIEHHOE BPEMsl, Ha IyCTYI0 OOJITOBHIO.

AwmOa, TpUIOAHSIT TOJIOBY M MPUCTAJIBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha OBIBILETO MJIeHHOro. Bribopa y Hero
HE OCTaBaJIOCh, KAK JOBEPUTHLCS 3TOMY JIEpP3KOMY IMapHIO.

—V Bcex Bammmx 0a0, MeX/1y yIbIOAOIIMUCS 3yOACTHIMU TyOaMH. . .

Boxak HacTOpoXuMIICS, BUAHO CaM OIMYCKaJ TyJa He pa3 CBOM KOHeIl, a [IOTOM MHOTO JTHEH ero
JIEYUTT OT YKYCOB.

— ... LIOKOJIAJHOM JBIPOYKOM, B BOJIOCAX MPSAYETCs ellE OJHAa MaJeHbKass U camasl TailHas,
HO cnajkas apipouka. Ho 3anmomuun! OTKphIBaeTcst OHa, KOria XOpOoIo BO30YIHIIb CBOIO JKEHIIUHY.
3anoMHu, 04eHb X0poIio Bo30yauTh 6adcy. Haue, He oTKpbiBaeTcs. TOBKO MOCIe XOPOIuX JIACOK,
MX JIOHO OTBOPSIETCS] ¥ MOJKHO TyJIa, BCTABUTh CBOM IIPpUOOpP.

— Yro 3a, Haxep?!

— Komy «Haxep», a KoMy u ynoBosibcTBHE. .. He cyTh... Ceifuac, uiu B IepeBHIO, U IPUTIIACH
K cebe B XMXKUHY Ty, 4To Tebe HpaBuTcs. M He criemy 3acoBbiBaTh! ITO Beeraa ycneenb. [aBHoe,
BO30Y/IM XOPOIIIO, ¥ OHA caMa OTKpoeTcsi!

— He Tpernuenibcs?

— Her. Jlagno, Teno nasaii! Yoaum B moosu! U neteit Tebe cBoumx, a He BopoBaHHBIX ! 1 Gobliie,
HE TePSNTE CUIO TaHY Pa3MHOKEHUS. . .

— OTKypna Tsl 3Haellb, PO JieTel?! — yauBIieHno aMOasia He ObLJIO Tpejiena.

— 310 ceituac, HeBaxHO. [lenaii, yto ropopo! Ilokenosa, yyBak!

C stumMu cnoBaMu, XBOCT JIOBKO CHPSITATl HOX U, TMEPENPHITHYB C MecTa ONMMKaWIIMi KycT,
CKpBUICS B I'ycTOM moitecke. Ham repoit 6esxan ObicTpo, He cOuBast apixaHus. OTBIT KU3HU MOA-
CKa3bIBaJI, YTO MHOT/A, TAKUE JIIOAM KaK aMOaJl, 4acTo CBOE CJIOBO HapymaloT. U ceituac, eqMHCTBEH-
HOE Yero OH MOT C/IeNiaTh, TaK 3TO yOexKaTh, Kak MOXHO Jasibliie OT AepeBHH. Ho omHOrpyapiii mocTy-
MWT He Tak, Kak npeanosnaran Koms. YTépmuck oT KpoBH, BEpHYJICS B JEPEBHIO U YBEN ¢ cOOOU B
XWXKUHY I0HYIO JIEBHUILY, YTO CBOJIMJIA €70 C YMa M OTBEYABIIYIO B3aUMHOCTHIO, IIECTUTPYIYI0 Kpa-
caBuily AHUTY. YK TaMm, cIeiall Bcé Tak, Kak pacckasan emy Oerer. Hacrpoenue y nepeBEeHCKOTO
BO’KaKa MOJHSIOCH. BeJib OH MPOBEN camMyio MPeKpacHyIo HOUb B CBOEH KHU3HH, C JIIOOUMOM JKEHIIH-
HOW, HAIPOYh 1M03a0bIB O TUICHHHKE. 3Has TAKOW BOJIIEOHBIN CEKPET, CTaJl KOPOJIEM KEHCKUX cep-
Jel ¥ MX Tesl. A Te, OTIABaJIMCh €My LIETMKOM U TIOJTHOCTBIO, TTOKA Yepe3 HECKOJBKO JIET PeBHUBBIC
MYKUKH, KaXJaBIIME UMETh TAKOH ke yCreX Y JKEeHIIUH, KaK U OH, OJHSUIM OYHT W B CTpAITHOM
Jpake, )KeCTOKO YOUJIM CBOETO JIIOOBEOOUIBHOTO BOXKaKa M BCE ero ceMeicTBo. [1oToM onomymimch
APYT IPOTHUB Jipyra B 00pbOe 3a BIacTh B JIepeBHE. A BCKOpE, OCTABIIMECS KUTENH MOCEICHUsT pa3-
Opesuch TIo0 MUPY, B TIOUCKaX COOCTBEHHOTO CYACThSI.
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Ho Bcero 3toro, XBoct 3Hath He Mor. OH Tak M Oexall, 10 CaMOro 3aKarta, MoKa He CBAJIMJICS
B TpaBy 0e3 4yBCTB.

5

7KecTkoe Jioke BBI3BIBAJIO CUJIbHOE HEYIOOCTBO, M PUXOIUIOCh BOPOUaThesl ¢ OOKY Ha OOK,
uina ynoOHoe nonoxeHue. Hakonelr, oH ycTpowicst yJoOHO, HO TYT MOYJI CUIIbHBIN BETep, U My THUKY
cTasio 6e3yMHO XOJIOAHO. Betep, CBOMM JieAsSHBIMU TMOPHIBAMY, ITPOHU3bIBAJ Ka3ajach HACKBO3b U
OfIEK Y, U TeJIO. XBOCT MOTSIHYJ ofiesio Ha ceOs1. M TyT oco3Hat, 4To TeM caMbIM packpbli Mpy, u eit
Oynet xonoano. [ToBepHy/cs Ha Ipyroit OOK, CTapasch Teruiee YKyTaTh U MPHKATh K ceOe AEBYIIIKY,
HO pyKa Hallynajia XoJIOAHYIO U MOKPYIO TPaBy.

Kons monckouw, Kak ykaneHHbld. Mima riazamu JeByIIKy, HO €€ psAIoM He OKa3aioch. DTO
OBLI, BCErO JIUIID COH. ..

Onsth coH!

[Napens noesxuics, cTpsixuBast octatku cHa. Ocmotpeicsi. HebocBoa KpacHbIM 3apeBOM TpO-
HyJ paccBeT. TsokEnble Tyur, MeJIeHHO TUTBUIM TI0 HEMY, TOATOHSIeMble XOJOJHbIM CEBEPHBIM BET-
POM, MHOT/IA, C HUX CPBIBAJICH KPYITHBIE KATUTH JOK/S.

Hyxno Obuto mckath yOexwuie. [leHb oOemayicss OBITh CHIPHIM M XOJOAHBIM. Bnanieke, Ha
done ceperoriero Heba, MoKa3agach Kyyka BHICOKHMX JEPEBbEB, Kyla U OTHpaBWICS Hail repoil. OH
Oexai, crapasich, KaK MOXHO, CKOpell 1oOpartbest 10 HUX. Korjga 3arpemern mepBblid TpoM, MyTHUK
CKPBUICS IO/ TYCTHIMUA KPOHAMH MCKOPEKEHHBIX BOMHOW MM APYTrod KakoW OeoM, THICSYEIEeTHUX
nyooB. [lepBble Karum 3acTy4aiu 1o JMCTbsIM. XBOCT OCMOTpEN TEPPUTOPHUIO, HA KOTOPOW eMy TpH-
AETCs POBECTH Kakoe-To BpeMs. [1og STUMU MHOTOBEKOBBIMU UCTIONIMHAME, MEJIKOW PACTUTEILHO-
CTH TIOUTH He OBUIO, 3aTO MMEJICSI OAHOITAXKHBI KUPIUYHBINA JOMUK. BMecTo 1Bepeit — orpoMHbIe
BOPOTAa KaK C OJJHOM CTOPOHBI, TaK U C APYTOM, C SIMOU B IIEHTPE MOYTH B UEJIOBEUYECKHUI POCT U O]
CaMblii BepX 3aBaJIeHHON BCSKMM MYCOPOM, U HEOOJBITUM OKOIIIKOM C IpaBa OT BOpoT. Boias non
ero mojypaspyueHHyio kposmo, Kons 3agymancs: «/HTepecHo, a s 4ero Obl1 MOCTPOEH TaKOW
HecypaszHbiil 1oMm? [la el u ¢ Mol nocepeArHe mpoxoa. .. Xm... IHTepecHo, U KTo U3 Hac, ellé B
abku 00y ThIN?! XoTs... KTo nx pa3depér, oHM K pa3BUTHIE ObUIH!»

Ho Tak 1 He Haii/1s1 OOXOIAIIEro OTBETA, MPUHSLICS IIYCTPO COOMpATh APOBA AJIs1 KOCTPA, TIOKa
He MOMEN 10K b. braro cymHska Baisuioch B OKpyre B M300MIMH. BeiTanmin u3 kapMaHa OTHUBO,
YUPKHYJI ITapy pa3 OTTOYEHHBIMHU ABUKEHUSIMU, OTOHb BCIIBIXHYJI CHaYaJ1a MAJIEHbKUMH OPaHKEBBIMU
SI3BIYKAMM, TIPEBpAIast Cyxoi MOX 1 JTyOstHbIe BOJIOKHA C KOPOU TyOa B KpacHble Yroibku. JKap HaOu-
paj cuy, roriomiasi Bc€ Oosbliiie ApoB. XBOCT MOAKUHYI B OTOHb TOJICTBIX BETOK M PACTIONIOKIICS Y
KOCTpa, TpesiCh OT ero Teria. MeKuil Joxab, BCKOpe, MpeBpaTuiics B JuBeHb. [1oToku Boawl, Oyp-
HBIMH PYYbsSIMU CTEKJTH C TOYCTHUBILIEH KPBIIIM U COOMPATUCh B OTPOMHYIO JIyKYy, B HU3UHE IO
crapeivu gy0amu. Korja ta 10 Kpa€B HaroHMIACh, ITYMHBINA OYpIIsIIMi MOTOK Nepeuiics B MOJIO-
JIOM OBpar, yHOCSI MyTHBIE BOJIbI JIaJibllie, BHU3 10 Jiory. Koctép pasropescsi, U ero Termio corpeso
nyTHUKA. M3peska HeOobIlue MOphIBb BETpa BIIETANM, B pa3pylIeHHOE BpEMEHEM CTPaHHOE CTPO-
eHHe, 3aCTaBJIsAs MMOEKUTHCS HAIIIETO TepOsi U TIONOIBUHYTHCS OJIMIKE K OTHIO.

K Beuepy jmBeHb UyTOK MPUYTUX, U XBOCT Pa3Iniu, CKBO3b IIEJIECT U IIIyM BOJIBI, BO3HIO IO
KPpBILIEH, IepKallylocsl Ha YeCTHOM cjioBe. CHauasa XxoTes1 €€ IPOMrHOPUPOBaTh, HO TOJIOAHBIN Key-
JOK BOCITPOTUBHJICSI MOJTYATIMBOMY CO3EPIIAHHUIO OTHSI, U IOTpeOOBaj, OT CBOETO XO35MHA, BCTaTh U
MOCMOTpPETh. BApyr Tam, MHOTO BKYCHEHbKOTr0?! XBOCT BCTAJI M 3aIVIsIHYJI B, TAK CKa3aTh, YepaayHoe
nomereHue. JKenanue xemyaKa mogTBepAUIUCh. TaMm, IpsAMO Ha JOCKaX, THE3MIOCh HECKOJIBKO Tap
oMKKX ronyoeit. Komst cxBaTuil HUUYEero He MOI03peBaloNIero rofyos, OTCEK HOKOM TPH TOJIOBBI U
OOJIBIIYIO TYIIKY OBICTPEHBKO OCBEkEBAJI TYT € OKOJIO KOCTpa, Nepbst Opocui B orons. Hagen Ha
MMITPOBU3MPOBAHHBINA BepTel, CACIAHHBIN MPSIMO U3 JPOB, PUTOTOBJIEHHBIX JJIs1 KOCTPa, W TIOBe-
CUJT HaJl OTHEM. MeieHHO 1 Oe3 TOIOAHOW IPOXU B PyKax, MPUHSLICS KapuTb romyOsi. OH HUKOTAa
HE CYeTWJICS IIPY MPUTOTOBJICHUH TMHUINHM, ¥ HEBAXHO, KOIJIa OH TOCJICAHUI pa3 ell, 3Ta MPUBBIYKA,
BbIpaOOTaHHAs C JETCTBA. [ JIaBHBIM B €ro Mupe ObLIO TO, YTOOBI THINA, XOPOIIO MPOMNEKJIach WIn
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cBapwiiach. TOJIBKO 3TO, FapaHTUPOBAJIO €€ XOPOLEee YCBOCHUE, HHAUE, MOIJIO CIIyYUThCsl HECBapEeHHE
xenmyaka. Jlaxke romyOb, B 9TOM MUpe, ObLT He JUETHUECKON NUIIEeH. DTa NTUIlA UMeJia TPH TOJIOBHI,
JBa KpbUla U 1Ba XBOCTA, U JIBE JJIMHHBIX JIallbl, KaK Y KYpHLIB, 2 )KUPHOE U JICHUBOE TEJO, BCIE-
CTBHE Y€ro, TIOXO JIETANIA ¥ CeJIMIIach B MecTax OoraThix muieit. OT 3Toro, MaJIonoaBHKHOTO 00pasa
’KU3HU, TOYOb CTaJl )KUPHBIA U OTPOMHBIX pa3MepOB.

7Kasko, uyTo He ObUIO XJ1e0a M COMU, HO 3aXKapeHHBIH, 10 XPYCTAIIeld KOPOUKH, ToIyOb U Tak
MPULIETICA 110 BKYCY, YCTaBLIEMY U ITPOIPOrIeMY IyTHUKY. XBOCT JOBOJIBHO B3/1I0XHYJI, IIOCIIE XOPO-
1€l Tpare3bl, OIKUHYJI eII€ HEMHOI'O IPOB B OT'OHb, PACUUCTHII MECTO MEXAY CTEHKOU U KOCTPOM,
MIPUMOCTHIICS] U COBCEM TO-/IETCKU MOATAHYJI KOJIEHU K TPYAM, MOJIOKHUB JIAJOHU MEKAY HUMH, a TIOJL
rOJIOBY, HAIPETBI y KOCTPA, IVIOCKUI KaMEHb U 3aCHYJI.

Ero mbicnu B Terie, a Ha CHITHIN XKENTYIOK, TEKJIA TUXO U CIOKOWHO, CJIOBHO BOJIbI HEOOJTBIION
PEUYIKHY, TeKYIIeH Cpeu ITaaKoi, Kak cTonl crenu. [Jox/b, 32 CTeHaMU XJIUITKOW XHOaphl, IPOHOI-
Kajscs. Berep HazneTan JOBOJIBHO CHIIBHBIMYU MIOPbIBAMU, MHOTAA JOHOCS JI0 CMABLIETro IMyTHUKA MeJI-
Kkue Opb13ru, Ho Kosst ObLT yke Jasieko ot atoro mupa. Ero Horu, maranu o JieqssHOM MyCThIHE, U
I7ie OH CTyMaJl, MpeKpalanach CTyXa, BhIIsabpBago CBeTuiio, mpoduBaiachk Tpaa. M Tak emy oT
3TOro ObLIO MPUSITHO, YTO OH CTApajiCs JaXe pexe AbIIIaTh, YTOOBl HE CITyTHYThb, STy CBOI0 HOBYIO
BO3MOXHOCTh! Ha cHery nosiBuMch yenoBedyeckue ciefibl, 1 XBOCT 3allaraji o HUM, Kak 3a4apo-
BaHHBIN. Benp Oyps yTuxana u siBuia eMy, elié He 3aMeTEHHBIN CJIe/l YeI0BeKa, IBHO OJTYIMBIIETO B
OymuryiomeM Mupe CTuxuu. M crasio B ABOMHE MPUSITHEW, YTO OH JOTOHSLT 320 Ty/AMBIIIEroCs My THHUKA,
Y C KaX[bIM I1IaroM, CJIe[(bl CTAHOBMJIUCH CBeXel U cBexkeld. EIE HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, U niepes XBO-
CTOM, OTKPBLIUCh COBEPIIEHHO cBekue cienbl. OTcTynuBInas Oyps eIme He ycrena UX 3aHeCTH CBO-
MMM JIeASTHBIMU CHEKMHKaMU. [TapeHs ycKopuil Iiar u eiBa nepenién Ha Oer, TO yBUAEN, B HECKOJIb-
KHMX MeTpax oT ceOsi, Ope/yIlylo B CHeX)XHOM OypaHe *keHcKywo ¢urypy. Konst pBanys Briepén, 4to
ObLIO CUJI, HO KpacHast KypTKa ¢ Kpukom: «[lomorute-e-e!» coppaiach BHU3 B JIEISIHYIO TIPOIIACTb,
pa3BEP3HYBILYIOCS MPSMO NEPE HEil.

— Wpa-a-a! {1 3ne-e-ech! — 3akpuyan XBOCT, U BCKOUMJI CO CBOETO HArpeTOro JIoxka.

Ero raza, 6e3yMHO IIapyiIy Mo MONTypa3pyIHIeHHOMY JOMY M IBITAUCh IOHSATD, T/I€ OH U YTO
TaKoe CIIyYUJIOCh.

Yepes MUHYTY CO3HAHUE BEPHYJIOCH K HeMy. MeieHHO nonHsuics Ha Horu. [TocmoTpen B OKOH-
HbII TpoéM. [Joxap nepectai. CBeTHII0 MpoOUBaIOCh CKBO3b HEOOJBIIINE TPOCBETHI B Ty4aXx, HO ObLIO
BUHO, YTO J€JI0 UIo K Beyepy. CTpaHHMK ITpocnaj NouTu cyTku. U 310 yke, He MMeso HUKaKoro
3Hauenus. yma, B rpynu Komu XBocTuka, pa3psiBasach Ha MEJIKHE YaCTH, M OH HUKAK HE XOTell
MUPUTBCS C TEM, YTO 3Ta JAEBYIIKA OIATh Moruoia. CMymano 1o, 4to e€ OH He oYeHb pasrisaen. Ho
TOYHO 3HAJI U OBUT B 9TOM a0COJIIOTHO YBEpPEH, 4TO 3TO ObUIa MMEHHO OHA. B rpyam 3amemMmio Tak,
Kak Oy[ITO ero camoro, 3aKaji MekIy IBYX CKaj, KOTOpble MPOAOIKaIN BCE CUIbHEE CXKUMATHCS.
[Ton Horamu xsmonasna Boga. XBOCT CHavyaJla MET MEJJIEHHO, MOTYNIUMB B3IVIsA, HO, KOTAa TEPIETh
AYIIEBHYIO 0OJb CTaJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO, TIOOekall BIepEN, HaBCTpedy cBoel cynpOe. bexan monro u
crapajics He O YEM He JiyMaTh, TOJIBKO TaK €My CTAaHOBWJIOCH Jiyulie. CIyCTUBIIUCH C OYEPEIHON
HEBBICOKOW COIKH, €ro IMyTh MpOJieraj Yepe3 MPOCTOPHYI0 a0COMIOTHO POBHYIO CTEIlb, MOPOCIIYIO
JOBOJIHO BBICOKOW TpaBoii, 4to 3aTpyaHsuio Oer. Ho Kons He cobupancs tak ObICTpO ciaBathcs,
10 TEMHOTHI eé ObUIO Yaca MoNTopa, a MOXKeT U Bce Ba. M 3To Bpems, mapeHb pelu He TepsTh.
Bexat, He cMOTps IO CTOPOHaM, He oOpaliiasi BHUMaHUsI HA MeCTHBIN TIel3aX 1 YCTaJIOCTh, TIPUAep-
’KMBAsICh TOYHO BBIOPAHHOTO UM HarpaBjieHHs, ofackasanHoro Ctuxoruiérom. M miesatsb, Ha Mof-
creperaromye Ha myTu onacHoct! HeoxxunanHo ajist ceOsi, BCIOMHIUT TIPO cBoero 3HakoMoro Ctu-
XOILIETA, KAK OHU ITO3HAKOMMJIMCh, KaK TOT MOJCKa3ayl XBOCTY HallpaBJIEeHUE €r0 JBMKEHUS, a KaKKe
CTUXU COYMHSLIL. . .

Tyt sHora Komu XBocTrka 3amenuiachk 3a 4YTo-To TBEpIOe, M OH KybapeM MoJieTeN B TPaBy.
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—Uro 3a... Haxep? Bis, Hy BooOie! Jlaxke B IIyxoM, cyKa, TIOJie ¥ TO, najibl, HacTynsAT! Teorwo
Marthb, 4To 0141, 32 kuTyxa nonuia! [1aza, cyka, He BapuaHT pazyTh?! — JOHECTIOCh pa3rHEBAHHAS peyb
13 BBICOKOH TpaBbl. — D10 nurel] Kakoi-To! Koy, cyka, moparb Obl TeOe 3a Takoe!

XBOCT, ycbliaB OpaHb, He 00palias BHUMaHUS Ha YIIMObI, OICTPO MOIHSJICS HA HOTH, Mallld-
HAJILHO MTPOBEPHJT Ha MECTe JIM HOX. B TyCTON pacTUTENbHOCTH MOCbIanack Bo3Hs. [IyTHUK nipu-
TOTOBMJICSL K 0010, OXHKAAsk YBUJETh HECKOJIBKUX MPOTHUBHMKOB. HO BMECTO HMX, MOSBWIICS Yeso-
BEK-KOHb.

— Oro! — ynuBuncs XBocT.

— Xpena tam «oro»! CMoTpeTh HaJI0 Kyaa OeXHUIllb, MPUIYPOK! — OOMKEHHO ChA3BHUII YEIO-
BeK-KOHb. Ero KormbiTa HepBHO NepeOupay U TONTAIM 3eIEHYI0 TpaBy, U3 yero Koss crienan BIBO,
YTO 3TO CYIIECTBO, CAMO OOHMTCS U PyraeTcsi TOJBKO Ui OCTPACTKH, B JKEJIAHUUM HAITyraTh HArjena.

— Paccnabbest uyBak, — BBIIOXHYJT XBOCT, MBITASCh BBIPOBHATH JbIXaHUE, MOCE OBICTPOrO
6era, — [IpuHOIITY CBOM UCKpEHHME U3BMHEHMSI! — OH MOAHSLIT 00€ PYKH BBEPX, jKeJlast MoKa3aTh He3Ha-
KOMIIY, YTO He COOMpaeTcs JieiaTh eMy HIYEero Xyaoro, — 51 ObicTpo Oeskalt 1o ceid peKpacHOU paB-
HUHE, Ky[a I7a3a MISAAaT, ¥, YeCTHO MPU3HAIOCh, HE 0COO0 CMOTpEIT MO0 CTOpOHaM, Ja U cede 1mox
Horu! Bot u He 3ametw Te0si. VIckpeHHe NpU3HAI0 CBOIO BUHY.

— Y0 3a XpeHsb, TYT MOpelllb? — CKPUBUII JIUIO YETOBEK-KOHb.

— Hy, BOT oniTh. .. — rpycTHO IporienTan XBOCT, HOHUMAsI, YTO HY)KHO BHOBb MIEPEXOIUTh HA
MECTHBII CJICHT, HO 3TOMY IMPOTHBUJIACH AYyIIa, HO HY’KHO CPOYHO HE3HAKOMIA ITPUBECTH B UyBCTBA
U yKe TPOMKO 32 TOBOpHJI, — Xepa, Tl TYT TBapb pasnércs! Mue, Oms1, mocpaTh Ha TO, Iie U KTO
nexuT uim Jmket! Pasyil, maasa, 3eHKU, WIK Thl HE BUIUIIIL, UTO 5 TYT Oery?! Bis, s He py4aioch
3a cebs1, MyIy Ha MsIco!

UYenoBeK-KOHb 3aMep, BU/IsI ICTUHHOE Oe3yMHre U HEHABUCTH B IV1a3aX HE3HAKOMIIA, PEIHI OT
rpexa Mojaiblie, ceJaaTh HECKOJIBKO 11aroB Ha3a/l.

— DM, TeJIo He CepAMCh. .. DTO, A TaK... [l TOro, YToObl HAITYTaTh!

— JlagHo, npoexainu. Teso, Tl KTO? — epexoAs Ha APYKECKUI TOH, CIPOCUII XBOCT. — {1, Toxe,
MpUHOIIY cBoM M3BMHeHM:! He 1o Teme BhICTYIHII.

— A, ITnarpum.

— Xoporuee ums, — ynsionysnacst Kosst, — OueHb NpUATHO MO3HAKOMHTBCS.

— Teno, He HAO HA/I MOMM UMEHEM CMesIThCs! — IV1a3a YeIOBeKa-KOHs, 3710 CBEPKHYJIM OTOHb-
KOM.

— Iouemy cmesithest? TlpekpacHoe ums. U, ecnu 51 He ommoOa0ch, O3HAYAET, CTPAHCTBYIOIIHIA
T10 CBSITHIM MECTaM BepyIOIIUH yesioBeK. YeCTHO CKa3aTh, s caM TOJIKOM He IOHUMAI0, YTO 9TO 3HAYMT,
HO TIePEBOJMTHCS, KaXKETCs TaK.

— A TbI, OTKY/Ia 3HaeIllb? — HACTaJIa OYepe/Ib YIUBUTHCS YEJIOBEKY-KOHIO.

— Jla yMe10 unuTaTh NMCbMEHA, Pa3HBbIE. . .

— VX T8I, KIE€BO! — BocKIMKHYA [Triurpum u nogomén omxe k XBocty. — U 4é, peanabHO?
He Tpenenibces, ayBak?

— 41, Pycckuii uesioBek, U HUKOTJa He BpY.

— Kto THI? — HaCTOPOXKMUIICS YETOBEK-KOHb.

— 41, Pycckuii yenoBex.

C stiMu ciioBam#, XBOCT IPUCTATIBHO MocMOTpen Ha [Iunurpuma, TOT BHUMATEIbHO M3yval
CBOET0 HOBOT'O 3HAKOMOTO, a KOT4a OKOHYMJI OCMOTP, 3aKJIIOYMJI:

— Te1, B HaType, crpanHbiil. He Takoii kak Bce. Ypon Kakou-To. ..

B pyke Konu GriecHys1 HOX, HO Yepe3 CEKYH/Iy, OH ero CpsTa 0OpaTHO.

— Ha, moxet Tbl ¥ TipaB. Ho Tak, Kak sl BRIIJISIKY ceiiuac, paHbllle BHIMISICTA HAIIU TPEIKH.
Ecnu He Bepuib, BO3bMU caM nocMoTpu. Ha!

XBOCT M3BJEK M3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa JKUHCOBOTO MUIKaka ¢potorpaduu M MPOTIHYI
[Mumurpumy. ToT ¢ onackod MPUHSUT UX U3 PYK HE3HAKOMIIA M C OOJIBIIMM JIIOOOIMBITCTBOM TPH-
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HSUJICS Pa3ryIsiAbIBaTh IIBETHBIE KAPTHUHKHY TMOJ1 3aXOASsIIIMMHU JTydamu HouHoro Ceermia. Takoe aygo,
oH Bujien BrepBble. C KAPTUHOK CMOTPEJIM COBCEM KMBBIE JIOJH, U Ka3aJoCh, YTO eIIE MTHOBEHHE,
Y OHU HE BBIJEPKAT, M1 OTOMPYT, Ja 3aCMEIOTCsI HaJl HUM, HAUHYT pa3roBapuBaTth, ABUTAThCS. Ko
CTOSUT MOJTYa ¥ HAOJTIO/IAN, ¢ JIETKOM YJIBIOKOH Ha rydax, 3a peakieid coOeceJHUKa, JaBasi BO3MOXK-
HOCTh €My CaMOMY, OIIEHUTh Pa3HHILy TOTO, YTO OBUIO M TEM YTO CTaJO, MOCJ]E TOro, Kak MX MUP
UCTIOPTHUIICS,, TOYHEE CKa3aTh yMep.

— 3abaBHble KAPTUHKH, — cKazai [Twirpum, mpoTsruBasi Hazaj BEIBETIINE OT BpeMeHH (hoTO-
rpadun, — 10 MHe, O, KOHEUHO, HUXepa He Jokaszano. Ho Oymem cuutaTh, UTO ThI TEJNO, MEHS
npudonrtain. A, yousuics!

— XM, HO TO, YTO 51 He YPOI, ThI TOHSLI?

— Teso, He 3aaBail TYnbIX BOITPOCOB. MBI BCe TYT «He ypoabl». Hail Mup uzmenusics. Ypou-
JIMBBI MUP, POXKIAET YPOIUIMBBIX JIETE, TaK TOBOPUJIa MOsI ITpabadKa, Korja st ObLI eIl COBCEM I0H.

— Xopotuue cnosal

XBOCT yJIBIOHYJICS M CIPSITAT KAPTOUKU OOPAaTHO B KAPMaH.

Cywmepku crymanuck. Hansuranack Houb. A cniath, OCje TaKOro JTUKOro MapacoHa BOBCE He
XOTEJOCh.

— Te1, uyBak, Kyga Hanpasisienbesi? — cripocui Kosst ouepeJHoro 3HakoMoro.

— Teno, urto 3a roBHO Bompoc?! $1 cBoOozeH, kak nTuiia B nonéte! Eciv, KOHEYHO, cpaTh He
3axouy. B nonére He yme. 1o oHu ymeroT. JIAmHyT, cBepXy pa3oK, a Thl TOTOM MOJIIHS OTTUpPa-
erbcs!

— DTO BEpHO YyBaK.

W TyT ero B3I/ MOrpycTHeN, HO B TEMHOTE XBOCT TOI'O HE 3aMETHJI, MBICITH M 1yBCTBA OISITh
BCTPETEHY/IMCh, ¥ 3aHBUIO B TPYIH.

— 91, Teno! — Bapyr oxuBwics [Iuavrpum, Tak ke BHE3alHO, KaK U BHAJ B IPYCTh, — A Thl
MHE TaK U He CKa3al, Kak TeOs KiInmuyT!

— Komns XBocTHK, MOKHO MTPOCcTO XBOCT, — M OH MEJJICHHO 3alaraj Brepe, Tak, Kak OyITo
MPOTYJIMBAETCS TIepe]] CHOM, HO TIPUJIEPKUBASICh BHIOPAHHOTO HATPABJICHUSI.

— A ug, peasipHas orpemyxa! — orleHuI UM [Tuurpum, OroOHsIs MyTHUKA, TIOACTABIISASI CBOIO
T'OJIOBY IO ITOTOK CBE3KEro BeTpa. JIJTMHHBIE BOJIOCH Pa3BUBAJIUCH B HEM, IIPHHOCS XO3SMHY ITPOXJIA/LY
Y TIPUSITHBIC OLIYIIEHHUS.

— 4 Toxe Tak gymaro.

— Ox...1 Beuep!

— Cornacen.

Onu He criema maraiad psaaoM. YenoBek-KOHb, TO U [IeJ0, MPUTOPMAKUBAJI, €r0 KOIbITA He
MOTJIH JIepXKaTh TaKOW Me/IJICHHBIN TeMIl. He00, OKOHYATEeTbHO OYMCTHIIOCH, U SIPKUE 3BE3/IHI CBETUIIN
CBepXy xoJogHbIM cBeToM. Hounoe CBeTnIo, 0CBEmaio BClo OKPYTYy.

— Cuplmib TeJ10, — NepBbIM HapyIIvI TUIUHY [Tunurpum, — Kyaa criemuins ? S gymait, Thl Jpbix-
HYTb 3aBaJIUIIILCS.

— Ny «KaBkasckue ropbi».

—A... roe 310? Wnu K10 3107 — YAUBUJICS YEIOBEK-KOHb.

— Jla cam He 3Ha10, — XBOCT noxaJi riedamu, — Ho Mbl ceituac uiéM B Hy’KHOM HarpaBJIeHUU.
W 51 9yBCTBYIO, UTO CKOPO JIOTKEH Oyly UX YBUJIETb.

— XBoCT, a Thl, IPUKOJILHO Oa3zapuiiib! 1 He BCE MOHMMAIO, 3aTO YJIABIMBAIO CMBIC], TBOETO
tpéna! Ho, 61151, B HaTYpe MPUKOJIBHO!

— 4 pasroBapuBaio Ha CBOEM, poIHOM s3bike. Koraa-To Toxe ynoTpedmisiii COBpeMEeHHBIN JTna-
JIEKT, TOYHEee CKa3aTh cyieHr. Koraa Hayumiicst unTath, TO MOHSUT, HACKOJIBKO MBI IeTpaaupoBain. Benp
Hall s13bIK, 9TO BeJIMKas cuiia. B HEM TasTcs, Bce 3HaHUA Mupa! U BOT, 0CO3HAB cell CMBICH, s Ha AyX
He repeHomry Hu 0aszap, Hu Tpén. Peako npuberaio k Hemy. U To, 1abbl OKa3aTh, 4TO Mepes ToOOoi
CTOUT OYEHb CEPhE3HBIN UesioBeK. Bot, Hanpumep, ¢ Toboi. [Ipexae yem nepeiT Ha COBpeMEHHbIN
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SI3BIK, 51 0OpaTUIICS K TeOe Ha YesloBEUeCKOM si3bike. Ho ThI, MPOJOIIKaIl «ITypry THaTh», HE OCO3HA-
Basl, 4TO 5 y’Ke packycui 1eds. Beap Thl, ucmyrasncs 6osnbiie moero. M1 He 0co00 MmoHUMal, 4to s
roBopio? BepHo? BeposiTHO, XOTeJl MEHsI HalyraTth, 1a0bl s caM IO OBICTPEHBKOMY YIIEN, TaK ?

— KpacuBo 6azapuins! [la, s Manéxa O34HY/, HO TH Be/lb B Kypce, KaK B HAIlIUX Kpasx Oe3-
OpYKHOMY TeJty, onHoMy nuiATkcsi! OukoBo! Bynku Hanpsraworcs, oro-ro Kax!

— Bot uMeHHO 3TH camble CJIoBa, pexyT MHe ciyX. Kak cepriom, no siiiiam!

— Kak 310? — yoguBuics [unvrpum.

—Kak?! — XBocT MOJIHMEHOCHO U3BJIEK U3 MOTAIHOTO KapMaHa, CBOM OCTPbIN Kak OpUTBa HOX U
MoKazaJl, Kak OyJTO OH YTO-TO OTpe3aeT, — BOT 3Tum HOxOM, TeOe sIiiIia OTpexy, BOT Torja OyaeT OHO!

—9-3-3! Thl u€, npuaypok ?! — 3aBOIMII YETOBEK-KOHB C UCIIYTY U KUBO OTIPBITHYJ B CTOPOHY.

— ToI cripocw, 51 mokaszaut, — noxant redamu Koss. — Buauinb, 3aTo Kak JOXOTYMBO OOBSCHUI!

— Ara! b, ax Manapax 3arurnan!

— 4, Xopolux Jtofei, He Tporaio.

XBOCT CITPATAN HOXK.

— JlaBaii, mpokaTumMcsi ¢ BeTepkoM? — BAPYT npeaoxu [umurpum.

— Otrnunas uaes! A, Kak MBI 3TO cejiaem?

— Teno, npeirait MEe Ha XpeoOeT.

XBOCT, HEMHOTO TIOMEJIJTHJI, HO BCE ke, BCKOUMIT Ha CIIUHY YeJIOBeKYy-KoHI0. U ToT, 6e3 mpey-
TIpesKIeHN S PBaHYJT BIIEPE/T, BCATHUK €/IBa yCIIesT yXBaTUThCs 3a 00HaxEHHbIN Topc [Tnmmurpuma. Cee-
KWIA, HOYHOU BeTep MPOYb YHOCHII BCE TPEBOTH M BOJTHEHUSI. MeJIbKain, B KPOMEITHOU ThMe, HeOOTh-
e KyCThl M MaJIeHbKHE JepeBIla, KOTOPBIE B3PHIBAMU Pa3pbIBAJIN CIUIONIHYIO PABHUHY, CILIOIIb
MOKPBITYIO BBICOKOW COYHOUM TpaBoil. OHM HeclucCh, He oOpalas BHUMaHUs Ha Tpsi3b, KOMKAMH,
BBIJICTABIITYIO U3-TIOJT KOITBIT, HA TIPSYYIIYIOCS B TPaBe ONMAacHOCTh. TOJBKO 3BE3/IbI, OCTABAUCH HEU3-
MEHHO, Ha OJJHOM MECTE M CypOBO, C BBICOTbI, CMOTPEIM HA XKUTEJe MHOTOCTPa/JaIbHON 3€MJIM,
niepe/; KOTOPbIMU pa3BepHYJIaCh, KaK OAUH OOJIBIION (DUITbM, BCS AKU3HB U TpareIus 3TOi MaJIeHbKOM
riaHeTsl. V00 3eMHBbIe JKUTEH, HBIHUE PEIKO Ha HUX OOpaIlaloT BHUMaHKUe, Be/lb KU3HEHHAs cyeTa
B TSDKEIBIX YCIIOBUSIX MECTHOTO ObITa, OYE€Hb IPU3EMIIsLIA JIIOZIEH 1 He TI03BOJISUIA TTOAHUMATh TOJIOBY
BBepx. [loaHsn ronoBy. 3ameutancs... bau! Teds u chenu! WMimm younm pagu Haxussl. Ho Obuth 1
Te, KTO 0Opallas Ha 3BE3/Ibl BHUMAHUS, ITPaB/Ia, TAKKX JIIOAEH B peajlbHOCTH OKa3aJI0Ch BO MHOTO pa3
MeHbItte. U cnara Emo, uro takue eme obumi! Begb CTuxomnér u cam XBOCT Oaroapsi SToMy, pociu
HaJ1 COOOM, ¥ KXl IeHb, TIBITAIUCh HAUTU TSI ceOsl, 9TO-TO HOBEHbKOe, MHTepecHoe. C TakuMu
HACYIIIHBIMU ¥ Ha TIEPBBIN B3IJISA] HAMBHBIMH pa3MblliuieHUsAIMU, Ko He 3ametu, kak [Tumirpum
ycTaus ¥ nepenién Ha mar. Hebo crano cepets, 1 Hae3iHUK BCTperneHysics. Oco3Hall, 9TO OHU K €ro
YIVBJICHUIO, IBUTAJIKChH BCIO HOUb.

3apoxjaics pacceeT. bausuiocs yTpo.

— Thl YTO, TaK ¥ HE OCTAHABJIMBAJICS? — YIMBIEHHO CIPOCUI XBOCT. — $1 Kak-To He moaymall,
4yT0 yrommo Tebs. YUto cpasy He ckazain?!

— Th1, TEN0, CHAET OTIIMYHO! — CIIOKOWHO 1 6e3 00u 16! OTBeTIIT [Tumvrpum, — A MHE TPHIXHYTh
ObU10 B 3anaio. Ceesxuil Bo3ayx! beckpaitnuii mpoctop, Math ero! Kpacorumia! Bot u ipomorskant
WTH.

— Tebe Ha/IO OTHOXHYTh.

— b, uto 3a Haxep?!

I'naza [Inymrpuma BBIYYWIIACH, U OTKPBUICA POT.

XBOoCT mocMOTpen Briepén u Ha (hoHe ceperorero HeOa, yBujiel BhICOKMe XOIMBI, IOPOCIIIHe
rycTbiM JiecoM. JIHeBHOe CBETUIIO MOAHUMAJIOCh BCE BbIlLE U Bbille. 1 BOT, Bajieke, 3aCBETHIIUCDH
OeJIbIM CBETOM CHEKHBIC BEPIIUHBI TOPHBIX MTUKOB.

— Yeé 3a uypo...
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XBOCT BBIJOXHYJI, CIIPBITHYJI C YEJIOBEKA-KOHS U C U3YMJIEHUEM, J1a OTKPBITHIM PTOM, Pa3Iiisi-
JbIBAJI TOPU30HT. Takoil KpacoThl OH HUKOIJA B )KWU3HU HE BUAbIBaJI. VIHTEpECHO, CKOJIBKO /10 HUX
ocraBajioch mytu? U ¢ Takum Boripocom, Komst odpatwics k [Tumrpumy.

— Kak gymaernis, ckomb BpeMeHH HYKHO, YTOOBI Ty/1a TTONACTh?

— XBocT, g 4€ Tebe KomayH?! XpeHOBBII BOIPOC, O0I0Ch BCOPEXHYTh.

— Ja nagHO TeOe nmproOeTHAThCS !

B razax Komu XBocTrka Oblia Kakasi-To 3arafiovyHasi ICKOpKa, OHa He TOJIbKO CBETUJIACh caMa
o cede, HO U 3aKIIa uHTepecom camoro [Tumurpuma. Tomy, B ITyOrHE qyIId, CAMOMY CTaJIO UHTeE-
PECHO, XOTs B KU3HM HUKOTAA HE OTIMYAJICS JIIOOO3HATEBHOCTBIO, TIOUEMYy Cell CTPaHHBINA Yeso-
BEK, TaK PBETCS B TaKUe JAJIEKWE U TAMHCTBEHHbIE MECTA. Y HETO Jaxe, 3aKpalach MOJ03pUTEsIbHAS
MBICJTb, MOKET U BIPABILy, TOT HEMIPUBBIUYHBIA, HO OUYEHb MPUSATHBINA Ha CIIyX SI3BIK, CIIOCOOEH IMPO-
OyXJaTh B JIIOASAX pa3Hbie 9yBcTBa?! XOTENOCh OBICTPO OTAEIATHCS OT STOU CIOKHON U HETTOHSITHOM
MBICJIH, HO Ta, OTCTYNaTh ¥ He coOupasach. Bc€ HaBsA3uMBeil Mmyckaga KOpHH B €ro, HIUeM He 3aHsi-
TOoM Mo3ry. Benp ¢ nepBoit Berpeun, [Iunurpum nouyBcTBOBaj, 4To XBOCT MOPSI0UHBII YEJIOBEK,
XOTSl ¥ CHJTBHO MICITYTaJICS1, OOSICh, UTO €T0 peajibHO MOTYT IyCTUTb, Ha Yel-TO, ykuH. M ceiiyac BOT,
CTOUT ¥l CMOTPUT, Ha CTPaHHBIe OYTPhI U B €r0 3eJIEHBIX I71a3aX, BMECTO CTpaxa, TOPUT HETIOA e bHbIN
MHTEPEC U a3apT, HACTOSIIIETO My TeleCTBEHHHKA, JIIOSIIEero CBoOOLY B nepeaBwxkennu. 1 HakowHerl,
OH PELINJICS] OTBETUTh U3 CBOETO JIMYHOTO OIIbITA:

— brisa, BUXKy, 4TO, €Ccii OTAOXHEM U MOKPEM, K Beuepy nodepémcs. Hy, niam Kk 3aBTpariHeMy
yTPY, BEK BOJIO HE BUATh!

— Taxk yero croum? Hy:xHo 3aHATbCS 1e0M. Thl KCTaTH, YTO KyIlIAelb?

— 9T0, B CMBICJIE, Y€ XaBaio?

— VMeHHO 3710, 5 ¥ UMeN B BULY.

— Ha Bc€ moapsin! U TpaBy xaBaio, 1 OT XOPOIIIEro Msica He OTKaxych. BoT Oena, O, 51 He ¢pura
He yMelo ¢ OrHéM obpararbesi! Botock.

— Kak roBoputbcsl, «roBHO BOIpoc»! BOT 3apociiM KycTOB, B HUX HABEPHSAKA MHOTO Pa3HOrO
XBOPOCTa, cOOepH ero.

— Teno, s ve BpyOMICA?

— YyBak, npoB HabGepu!

— Al Bbexai.

— Hy u kpacaBuuk!

— 4 3a npoBamu, a TbI 3a xkpaTBOM. .. [Tomum!

— Ara! — KuBHYJI roj10Boi XBOCT.

[Mytauky pazaenuauch. [TUIurpum, HEMHOTO TIOMYYHUBIIUChH, CMOT-TaK HACOOUPATh HEOOIb-
1ryio Kyuy apos. [Ipu ero pocre, 310 66U10 BecbMa HeripocTo. Ho 0ueHb KyIaTh XOTelI0Ch, IPHUIILIOCH
MAaJIOCTD MOTEPIIETh HEYJ0OCTBA U MOCTAPaThCsl. XBOCTA JOITO He ObLI0. YeslloBEeK-KOHb HAYall yKe
CepbE3HO OECIOKOMTHLCS 32 CBOETO IMOIMYTYMKA, HE CIYYMIIOCH JIM C HUM Yero Iyioxoro. Tpasa BbICO-
Kas... MHOro KTo MOXeT OpOIuTh B OKpyre... BOT OT BOJHEHMs M HaMaThiBal KPYyrd BOKPYT Ky4H
APOB, TO U A€JI0, OIVISAAbIBAs CTEIlb, C BBICOTHI CBOETO pocTa. HakoHel, n3 BbICOKOM TpaBbl, BBIHBIPHYJI
Kons, nepxa B pykax orpoMHOIO 4eThIPEXYXOTO 3ailia.

— Yg, B Harype, Tak gonro? 51, 6715, ax Hanpsrcs.

— He nosepums! Hatknyrncst Ha ymactyio koopy. OHa XoTesa MoJJaKOMUTBCSI, HAIIIMM 3ai1eM.

— Hatmmmu siinamu?

— Crumions! 3aiinem!

— A! Jla ve ronu mypry! Ko, ¢ TakuMu TBapsIMU CTaJIKUBAETCSI, T€ yKe OOJIbIIe HE KUIbIIbL.

— A 3710, THI BUen? — XBOCT JOCTal U3 KapMaHa MOTEPTHIX CTAPEHBKUX IKUHCOB, CBEXUI
3y0 BEJMUMHON C MYKCKYIO JIQJIOHb M TOKa3aJl CBOHM Tpodeir HoBoMy momyTuuky. Ilpu Buge ceit
CaMO¥ BaKHOM YaCTH TeJia MOJ3Y4ero M CTPAIHO SAOBUTOrO raja, o tey [lummrpuma npodexanu
MYPAIIKH U BOJIOCHI MIOAHSUTUCH THIOOM.
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— Temno, Te1 65151 B HaType He ¢ Opexan! PeanbHo, e€ 3y0. Hy To1 kpyT! U siitia y Te6s kpernkue!
41 9Ty TasuHy, pa3oK 3bIPKHYJI XU TO MUMOXOJIOM, a Aparaji OTOM, TaK, YTO U3 JKOIbI JAbIM Xepaur!

— 41, cnpixan o HuX. Ho kak-T1o, OHM MHE He TIOMaJaIuch. A TyT BUXKY, 3asI] OSKUT, S 32 HAM.
[TeITatock BHIOpATh TaKOE TIOJIOKEHUE, YTOOBI METHYTh HOX B MHOTOYXOTO, HO KOCOM CHavasa yoeran,
MOTOM PE3KO Pa3BEPHYJICS U caM, MIPUKHUHb, OpOCHiIcs MHe Ha pyku! ['pemrHbM aenoM, mogymad,
MOrOBOPUTD XOYET. ..

— Xt0?! 3asau? — 3apxan [Muwmrpum. — [Munerr, Te6s Topkaysao! Y€ nmokypui, 6e3 meHs ?!

— A, nouemy Ob1 1 Het?! — mapupoBai Ko, — ['oBopsiiiue konu, Tuma 1ebs, ectb? Ectb. 'oBo-
psiue nayku ectb? Ecth. Tak mouemy, roBopsmx 3aiiiieB He MoxeT ObiTh? XBasa Emo! Brictpo
CBEpHYJI €My T'OJIOBY, UTO0O He cOekasl HEHApOKOM, a U3 KyCTOB, 3Ta TBaph MOYTH O€33ByYHO BHINON-
3aeT. OrpomHas Takasi! Bc€ B TOUHOCTH, Tak Kak MHE €€ 1 ONUChIBAIIN !

— W 4€-0? — ¢ OrpOMHBIM UHTEPECOM, CITYIIAJ PACCKa3 YeJIOBEK-KOHb, & PACCKA3UMK HE TOJIBKO
TOBOPWJI, HO U JIOBKO BBHITIOJNHSI CBOE OOelIaHue, OH OBICTPO M YMEJO OCBEKeBal TYIIKY, HATEp
KaKOH-TO TPaBKOM, MPUXBAYEHHOM TIO I0pOTe, HAHW3aJ1 Ha TAJIKY Y MIOBECUJI HaJl OTHEM.

— dymaun, uro Oyaet cioxHee. Ho BBINLIO, KakK BBIIUIO. [ OBOPAT, y HEE 511, Taxe KaMeHb pa3b-
ellaer.

— PeasibHo, otBevaio! biis, Tes10, Hy He pa3beail MO3T KPUKOM KOTa, KOTOPOT'o TSIHYT 3a stifiia!

— Her, 51 ceppé3no! Huuero unrepecHoro. Caenas BbiliaJ B €€ CTOpoHy. ['aguHa KUHY/Iach Ha
MeHsl, APYroro MHEe HUYEro He OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK MPUCECTb M BCKUHYTh PYKY € HOKOM BBepx. OcTpoe
JIe3BUE TIOTAJIO TOYHO B TOJIOBY, TPOOMB CHU3Y-BBEPX HMKHIOI YETIOCTh, U Bcriopoi Opioxo. [Totom
TIOJTHSJICSA, U TIOKA TOJIOBA JIeXkalla Ha 3eMJIe, BOH3KJI HOX MPsIMO B 3MEUHBIA MO3r. OrpoMHasi TBaph,
3a0wmiack B 6€3yMHOM, TpeICMepTHON aroHuu. $1, 3a MaibiM He momnas mof yaap xsocra! U rmaBHoe,
ymaay Tl B 1o0oM JIpyrom Mecte, HeT! BoT Hajgo el Obuto ynacTh mpsiMo Ha Haiero 3aiiia! Ene
BBITAIIWI. [IpUKUHD, fake yMupasi, permia oTooparh y Hac 0Oy !

YetoBEK-KOHb OMYCTUJICS B TPaBY Ha MATYIO TOUKY, U CIIyIIajl, PACKPbIB POT.

— Ho ckaxy Tax, ckopee Bcero, 31o Mosiofasi ocoos. MiHaue, Bpsiz i Obl MO HOKHMUEK, JOCTAI
OBl J10 MO3ra.

— Ara! — [Munurpum, coriaacHO KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM, — £, oTBevalo, Buen 3y0 pa3sMepoM C TBOIO
6amky! [Tpukuns?! Kakas rpomagunal

VYo koctpa, B KOTOPOM €Ilié J0ropajiv BETKH, MOTPECKUBAJ, a OT TYHIKU 3ailia, MOTSAHYJIO
apoMaToM >KapeHoro Msica.

— Emg 9yTh-uyTh ¥ OyZIeT roToB, Halll 3aiYMK ! — IPOCTOAYIIIHO YIbIOAsICh, CAeal 3aKTI0UeHUEe
XBOCT, BTAATMBast HO3APSIMU HexXHeumii apomart. — Ila, ve nait Emo, ¢ Takoi emié pa3 BCTpeTUThCs !

— Bo-Bo, 04!

Bo Bpemsi Tpariessl, [Tunurpum 3agaBan oueHb MHOTO BOITPOcoB, a Komst XBocTuk, He crienia Ha
HUX OTBEYaJl, HUYETO He CKPbIBAsl U HE YKJIOHSSICh OT OTBETOB. YeNOBEK-KOHb, BCE OOJIbIIE TPOHU-
KaJICsl CUMIIaTHEel K 9TOMY IMPOCTOMY, TOOPOMY U CMEJIOMY YeJIOBEKY. A YTO TaKOrO MOT OH CKPHITh?
Benp ux mup, npeBparuics B cOOpHIIE MyTaHTOB M YPOJIOB, KOTOPBIE CAMHU 3TOTO HE MPU3HAIOT U
HE XKeJIAIOT JIa)e MOHSATh, YTO MOKHO JKHUTh U MO-Apyromy. He B rps3u u 6e3 IIynoro KpoBoOIpo-
mutusi. Benp 371ech, Kakablil MbITaeTcsl BBDKUTh. KTO-TO coOupaercst B rpymisl cede MOnoOHBIX, U
CeJIUTCS LEIBIMU TIOCEIEHUSIMU, a KTO-TO cOMBaeTcst B OAH[bI, TIO HECKOJIBKO IYIII, U 3aHUMAIOTCS
youiicTBamMu J1a rpadbexamu Oosiee cadbIX, CUUTasI, YTO 3TO M €CTh CaMblid BEPHBIN MyTh B KU3HU. A
ObLIM U T€, KTO HE XOTEJ TaK CYIIECTBOBATh U CTPEMIJICS K YEMY-TO BHICOKOMY, CBETJIIOMY. [ e ecTb,
YeMy MOYYHUTCS, M y3HATh YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO HOBOE, M MO3HaTh Hen3BeqanHoe. Ho Takux, oka3a-
JIOCh TOpa3/10 MEHbIIe, M Ha MYTH HAIero repos, cebe MogoOHBIX MOYTH He BeTpedalt. [lonmagamich
JOCTOMHBbIE JTMYHOCTH, U BCEr/a MPUSATHO TIOTOBOPUTH C TAKMMU JIOABMHU. A YK TeM OoJee, 4TO-TO
OT HUX CKpPBIBaTh, 3TO BCE PAaBHO, YTO MOCTABUTh MEXIYy COOeCeIHUKaMU CTeHKY. Tak Kak, XOTST
OHM TOTO WJIM HET, KaKOe-TO BpeMsi UM CYKJIEHO ObITh BMECTe, a MHOTAA W MPOTSAHYTb IPYyT APYTY
PYKY HOMoIIY, 1 Oe3 I0BepHusi, HUKTO TOr0 He clienaeT. XBOCT, He OTCTaBajl OT CBOETO MOy TYUKA
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Y 3a]aBajl BCTpeUHbIe BOIPOCH], U TaK e, COBEPIIEHHO MCKPEHHe, rnoimydan oTBeThl. Ho B cyapOe
[Mumurpuma He ObUTO UHTPHUTH. Pa3mMepeHHbIN MOTOK Cy/IbObl MECTHOM KU3HH, HEC €ro MO CIOKOM-
HOMY Te€UYeHHIO, oOeperast OT KpyThIX OPOTrOB U OMAacHBIX Boponaao. U oH, Obu1 3TOMY paj. Haxe,
Mo-cBOeMy cuacTiuB. Beab, Hall rosoBoil rpesio CBeTuio, TEmias 3uMa CMEHSIIOCh TAKOM ke TETIION
BECHOM, a BECHa ’KapKuM JIETOM, a 3a HeW puxoAuia Témas u komgoprHas oceHb. U eqpl XxBaTasno
Kak 31MOi, Tak 1 jjeToM. [IpaBaa B XoJoqHoe BpeMsi, KOTia 3eJ1eHH ObLIO MaJlo, MPUXOIMIIOCH OOJIbIIe
nUTaThes MsicoM. JKelyok MHOT/Ia POTeCTOBaJ, TpeOys CBekKel TPaBbl, a CYXyIo TpaBy eMy B ceOs
BIIMXHYTh HE yAaBasioch. Beé-taku, [Tumurpum Obu1 Gosibllie YenoBeKoM, 4eM Jiomasio. U mMeron,
KOTOPBI IM CAMUM pa3pad0TaH, CIEMAIbHO IS TAKUX THEH, OKa3auics mpoct U renuaseH! [Tumm-
I'PUM HECKOJIBKO JTHEM roJIofiajl, MOKa kelyA0K BOJIKOM He B3BOET OT rojiojja, v Torjaa, BCE CTAHOBUTCS
Ha MECTO U, JJ0 IEPBOI MOJIOAOH TPaBKH, KUBYT B MUPE U cOIIacuu. A TIOCIIe, LIEJIbIid MECSLL €CT OfIHY
3eJIEHYI0 COYHYIO MOJIOZIYIO TPaBy. A IO MPUXOY B 3TH CTEITHbIE Kpasi, TPOOIeM C TUTAaHUEM BOOOIIE
He craso. TpaBbl UTO 3UMOM, XOTh JIETOM, HE YMEHbIIaIOCh. Ellib, He xouy!

[Nocne Tpamnesbl, pa3roBOp CTaJl BSUIBIM M KaK-TO caM cOOOM 3aTUX. YCTaJIOCTh B3sJ1a CBOE.

— Bcé€... — BbITUpas pyKH O TpaBy BOCKJIMKHYJ XBOCT, — §1, CIIaTh!

— Ara. { Toxe.

[TytHukuM cnanu kpenko. Y Kaxaplil BUJES COH U3 CBOEW IOHOCTH, Il OHU €IlE I€TbMU HOCH-
JIMCh TIO OECKPaHUM MTPOCTOPAM 3eMJTH, Y KaXJIO0T0 eIlE KUBbI POIUTENN U UX IOHBIE TOJIOBBI, MTOKA
HE 3HAJIA BCEX TATOCTEW B3pOCJION XU3HU. Beap 1eTH, 3T0 camMble cUacTyIMBBIE CYIIECTBA Ha cBeTe!
Tonbko UM, OTKpHIBAETCSI MUP TaKKMM, KaKOB OH €CTh HAa CaMOM J€Jie, U yke B3pOCIble, CO CBOUM
00IIIECTBOM, €ro 3aKOHAMU M YKJIAJIOM JKU3HH, TIEPEyUYNBaIOT, BceX 0e3 UCKITIOUEHHM s, IeTel Ha HyX-
HBII UM U UX COLIMYMY, J1aj. A Bellb J€TH, IO CBOEW HAMBHOCTH U ITPOCTOLYIINIO, IPEKPACHO CJIbIILIAT
MIPUPOIY Y MOHUMAIOT €€ 3aKOHBI. [[1s1 He€ HeT YMHOB U 3BaHUM, a TeM OoJsiee JIeHer, OHU BOOOIIEe
HE UTPAIOT HUKAKOW POJM B MPUPOAHOM KPyroBopoTe! 3ayeM rHatbcs 3a OOJBIIMM KOJIMYECTBOM
MOHET, KOI/ia IIOYTH BCE, MOKHO CaMOMY BBIPACTUTb U C/IENIaTh CBOMMU PYKaMH, a OCTAJILHOE TPH-
pona aact cama. la, XBOCT HOHMMaJI, 4TO HEKOTAA MPOU30IILIa KaKasi-ToO CUJIbHAS Tpareivs Ha 3eMJIe,
1 BCE MEPEBEPHYJIOCH C HOT Ha royioBy. Takux Jiiofei, Kakux OH BUJEJ Ha IIBETHBIX KAPTUHKAX, yKe
HeT. JIiocKol poJ IIOOUTCS KEM YTOJHO, HO TOJIbKO He MU. U mouemy-To, Bce kKUBYILME celyac Ha
3emJie, He BUAST B cebe HUYEro IIOXOro U MPOTUBOECTECTBEHHOTO. M1 Ha000poT, B TeX JHOAsX, YTO
JKWJIM paHblIe, BUJAT ¥ CUUTAIOT ypoaauBbiMU. [Touemy? Mosket 310, TOKE 3aKOH nipupozsl? Vnu tak
1 JIOJDKHO OBbITh? A MOXeT 3T0, Tak McTuT Ermo, 3a cBoto cMepth? Vinu cama npuposa, Hakas3biBaeT
YeJIoBeuecTBO 3a ux omuoOku? A kak xke Mpa? Benp oHa-To, cymectByer? Mnm Her? XBOCT HU Ha
CEKYH]ly He JIOITyCKaJl MbIC/IM, YTO JEBYILIKA, MOKET CYIIECTBOBATh UCKJIIOUMTEIBLHO B €0 MbICIISX.
Benp oHa Obl1a COBCEM PsIIOM C HUM, CTOsJIA, pa3roBapyMBalia M BIJIsieNia KaK OOBIYHBIN YeIOBEK,
KaK Te JIIoa1 Ha KapTuHKax. Mnu, ato numib Begenue? Korna ycranblii MO3T, BBIIAET KAPTUHKY, KOTO-
pyio *kenaer Buneth yenoBek. Her! Takoro, He MoxkeT ObiTh! OHa cymiecTByeT, U Touka! Kaprunka
CUMITaTUYHOM JIEBYIIKHY B KpPAaCHOM KypTKe APOTHYJIa M pacTBOpUjiach B UépHoM (oHe. «He-e-3-1!» —
3aKpHUYall BO BCE ropsio XBOCT U CeJl B TPABE.

— o 3a myTareHs?! — mpoTupasi COHHbIE I71a3a, npousHec [Tumurpum. — Teno, 6151, HY THI B
Hatype, uto 6e3 Mo3roB?! Opéib, Kak pe3anHbiii! f 4yTh, He chiKaHyn nox ceds!

— Por 3akpoii! — cipoconbs 1bIKHY Ha Hero Koos.

— Ilpocru. 51 xoTen y3HaTh, YTO XEpHS NPUCHUIIACH? — U3BUHSIIOIMMCS TOHOM CITPOCHJI Yello-
BEK-KOHb.

— Ja.

— A-a! HaepHoe, He B Temy coH. Tesio, a MHE HUUYEro Tak, JETCTBO CHUJIOCh, KOI/a s elle
TOJIOMY3bIM MAllaHOM, Oeras ¢ Jpy3bsMH. . .

— Jla TBI ¥ cefuac, He OYEHb-TO OfIET.

— Xaps uzneBarbest! Kak cam, Taxk. ..

— JlagHo, nagHo! M3BuHU. BhipBaiocs.

44



B. M. Kpacnobopomsko. «Mpuii»

— Hy uro, BeiiBUraemcs?

— Jagaii. Tel Kak, ycrien oTI0XHYTb?

— He, 61151, MOXHO OBLTIO ObI IOBAIATHCS €INIE, — OTATUBASCH, OTO3BANICA [Tvmurprm.

— Torma, moMunM ¢ BeTepkoMm! — yibIOasich, BOCKIMKHYJ XBOCT. — Wy, Thl, Aymaelib Io-
apyromy?

— He-e! Teno, MOXeT, Thl CErofiHs, Ha CBUX JBOMX ? — MOMBITAJICS BO3PA3UTh YEJIOBEK-KOHb. —
U rak, 6oka Oossar!

— Ay mens, cenanmuie! Ho 51 xe, Teprutio!

— Yrto Gonut? — BeITapammi masa [Tumrpum.

— He 3amopaumuBaiics1. Her, Tak Her. [Toiiném nemkom. Ho, npaBsia, KTo-TO BUuepa MHe roBOpuI,
4TO K Beuepy nooepémcs o rop?! Ila, s moHuUMalo, jierde cKka3aTh U MooOemarh, YeM BBITIOJTHUTS. . .

—23-3! Teno, o1 yero? JIymaeris, 4to s TBaph OonmmBas? Huxepa nomooHoro! [laBaii, 3ampbl-
ruBaii! U 6e3 Tpéna, noxanyiicta. 3a 6a3ap oTBevan!

— Hy, pa3, Tak npocuis.

XBOCT, Kak 3aIpaBCcKUil BCAJHUK, BCKOYMJI Ha CIIMHY YeJIOBEKY-KOHIO M YapHJI ero 1o OoKam,
CTEPTHIMU KaOMyKaMH CBOMX, BUJIABIIMX HE OHY THICSYY KMJIOMETPOB, OOTMHOK. [Twurpum moa-
HsUJICS Ha JIBIOBI, ¥ TPOMKO KpHua, METHYJICS BHepén. Berep Oui B JIMIIO CTPYsSMHU CBEXEro yTpeH-
HEro BO3/yXa M MEJIKOW MOIIIKApOi, [1a MbUIbio. Kakoe-To BpeMsi, Ka3aJioch, YTO 3TH CaMble TOPHI, HE
CIOBHTAIOTCSI C MECTa, TaK Y HAXOASITCS Ha HEOCSATAeMOM PAcCTOSIHUM, HeMHOTO nioroasi, Komst cran
paznruarh MeJIKKe JIeTalu, Ja U caM XpeOeT 3HAUMTeNIbHO Mojipoc B pa3dMepax. K 3akary [Tumrpum
yxe 1men marom. Ho mo-npesxHeMy He nofiaBajt BUJia, 4To CHIIbHO ycTast. OH Beceso O0NTal O BCAKOM
epyH/ie, HO OTBITHBIN T1a3 XBOCTA PACKYCHJI €T0 YJIOBKH U TIO[ JIIOOBIMH, JIaKe CAaMbIMU MaJIOMaJib-
CKUMH TPEIJIOTaMHt, CITyCKAJICSl Ha 3€MJTIO U IEN MEeNIKOM, JaBasi BOZMOKHOCTh OTIOXHYTh CBOEMY
HOBOMY Jpyry. [Ty THUKY MOJHSUTUCH HA HEOOJIBIIION XOJIM, C BEPIIMHBI KOTOPOTO OTKPBUICS MPeK pac-
HBI BUJI HA PACXOAMBIIIMECS B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI BA HEBBICOKUX FOPHBIX XpeOTa MOKPBITHIX TYCTHIM
XBOIHBIM JIECOM. DTH MEPBbIE OTPOTH, €IIE He ObUIM TEMH, BEJIMYECTBEHHBIMU TOPHBIMU MaCCUBaMH,
YTO CBOAWJIY C YMa, MHOTHX MyTEIIECTBEHHUKOB U aJILITMHKACTOB BO BCE BPEMEHa M BO BCEX MUPAX,
HO BCE e MPOM3BEJM Ha HAIIUX TepoeB, HEM3ITIAAUMOe BIleUaTJIieHnH. B Jiyyax 3aXofsiero JAHeB-
Horo CBeTwuIia, CIUIONIb MOPOCIINE BEKOBBIM JIECOM, OHM CMOTPEJIMCh BETMUYECTBEHHO M CKa304HO,
0COOEHHO JI71s1 JIIOJIeH, BHIPOCIIMX Ha PABHMHHON MECTHOCTH.

XBOCT C TOBApHIIIEM, CTOSUTH MOJTYQ, OTKPBIB PTHI.

— Ja-a-a, kpacorta-a-a! — BeioxHy1 Kosst.

— Bcé, pemeno! f, Tyt ocranych!

XBOCT BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTpel Ha [IninurpriMa, HO TOT TOBOPUJI COBEPILIEHHO CEPhE3HO U
UCKpPEHHE.

— Bupaumb, kakast TyT BKycHsidas TpaBa? M oxorta TyTa, JOMKHa ObITh O-ro-ro! f toro pon-
cTBeHHUK! {1 yk TOJK B 0XxOTe 3Haio!

Kons yneibHysncsi, B, Kak ropAT a3apTHHIM OTHEM I71a3a HOBOTO 3HAKOMOT'0. XOpOIIIO, YTO
YeJIOBeKY-KOHIO ITOHPAaBIJIOCh, MHAYE HA JIyITIe Obl OCTAJICS HEMPHUATHBIN OCAIOK. A TaK, PUKJIIOUe-
HUE yAAJIOCh U BCEM OT 3TOro xopouo. Komy ajis aena, a KoMy U 1715 AyILIH.

— JlaBaii TyT ocTaHOBUMCS Ha HOUb? — cripocki1 XBocT [Inurpruma, Tak U CTOSIBILIETO, C OTKPbI-
TBIM PTOM M MEUTAIOIINM O YEM-TO CBOEM.

— Jagaii. Ceiiyac 3akar. A yTpoM JIBUHEMCs JaJIbILIE. .. — HE YCIEJI OH 3aKOHUYUTDb (ppasy, Kak
U3 TYCTOU TPaBbl BbILLEJ HEBEPOSATHBIX pa3MEpPOB YETBIPEXKPbUIBIA (pa3aH HEKHO-PO30BOIO LIBETA.
OH, HeB3Mpasi Ha CTOSIBIIMX COBCEM PSIOM KUTENIEH CTENHBIX PaifOHOB, TOPIETMBO MPOIIECTBOBAI
MHMO, €/1Ba yI0CTOMB MX KOPOTKKM, HO BaKHBIM B3IJIs1I0M. Ero sipkas packpacka ropopmia cama 3a
ce0s1, camelr IEN SIBHO MOPaxaTh CBOUM OTIEPEHHEM MECTHBIX KPACOTOK, MPATABIIMXCS TIIe-TO 371Ch
*e Heromaneéky. Ho ocTpeiil HOX, 000pBaJl €ro TUlaHbl HaBceraa. XBOCT, B JIOMO CEKYH[IbI OIIEHWIT
CUTYAIIIO ¥ METHYJI HOX B IEPHATOTO «IMMKOHa». [ITHIa 3a0MIach B arOHWM, pa3MaxuBasi IBYMsI

45



B. M. Kpacnobopomsko. «Mpuii»

napaMu KpbUTbEB MBITANACH YJIETETh. XO35IMH HOXa OBICTPO MOICKOYMIL, JIOBKO M3BJIEK CBOE OpYKHUE
Y Takxke OBICTPO OTpe3all MOKPBITYI0 OOPOIaBKAMHU TOJIOBY kepTBe. CXBATHII 32 JIallbl ¥ [IEPEBEPHYT
rOJIOBOI BHU3, CITyCKasi KPOBb.

[Mumurpum faxe He cpasy cooOpas3uJI, YTo BOOOIIEe MPOU30IILIIO. Bpoze 1miy1a nTaxa Ha CBUIaHue
CO CBOMMM KYpOUKaMH, KaK yke Tpeneuercs: B pyKax OINBITHOTO OXOTHUKA.

— He cnu! — oxsuknyn Kosst cBoero ToBapuina. — 3aiiMuch ITUYKOM, a s 3a ApoBaMu. Kak st
JaBHO HE KyIIaJ KYpSTUHBI! A CIIOHH MOOEkaan! — C STUMH CJIOBaMH XBOCT IIPOTSIHYJ TOBAPUIILY
eme TPenbIXaloUIyocs 100bIUY.

—Mpa... TH pe3Kui, KaKk cpauka...

— He s Takoi, a xu3Hb Takas... Bygemns B Hamem Mupe XJ1e0aaoM miesKarh, J0JAro He mpoTsi-
Herrb. CheAsAT UK yObIOT.

ITraxa okazanock, uro Hago! KupHas u mscucras. Bcio ocuinTh UM He yaajoch, IOITOMY
PELIWIM OCTaBUTh YacTh Ha yTPO. [IMaurprum nopbickan B OKPECTHOCTSIX Jlarepst, COpBajl HECKOJIBKO
CaMBbIX OOJIBIIIMX JIMCTOB KOHCKOTO IIABeJIsl ¥ 3aBEpHYJ B He€ ocTaTKu kapeHoi nuun. Ckazas, 4To
TakK, €€ HUKTO HE ChECT, M OHA OCTaHETCs CBEXKEH J0 yTpa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-

COOOM.
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