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AHHOTaAIMUSA

Srtor MHUp yxkaceH. Ero HacesieHme KpOBOXAaIHOE M ATYHOE.
Kpyrom ypomnmuBele MyTaHTBH, HEBUIAHHBIE KHUBOTHBIE, JakKe
PacTeHus1 — U Te MPEBPATWIIMCh B XUIHUKOB. 30€Ch KKABII KUBET
Tak, Kak xouer. M gemaer 1o, uto B3mymaerca. Kro-to meuraer
IUIOAUTb CBOE YPOMJIMBOE IUIEMs, Ipyrve — YIpaBsATh BCEM 3THM
KyTKUM MupoM. W 310 mnpuBbluHbld mMup Komu XBocTuka mno
npo3sully XBocT. OH OAMH M3 HEMHOTUX, KTO IBITAETCS] MOHSATb,
Kak MHp BHIJIsiieN paHbine. M HaBepHsika Obuto He Tak! A Kak?
Yro ciayumiiock ¢ mupom? UtoObl y3HaTh 3T0, KONs mokunaer aom,
cembio. Ho nyremectsue ycnoxHsiercs. Ero mo Hoyam cranu my4uThb
CTpaHHBIE CHBl. B HUX JeByIlIKa yMOJISIET €ro O MOMOIIH, HO pa3 3a
pa3oM Ir'uOHET, CPBIBASICh CO CKAJL..... XBOCT YyBCTBYET, YTO 00s13aH e
CIacTy, r7ie Obl OHA HU ObUIA.... ¥ 9ero Obl 3TO eMy HH CTOHJIO.

ConepXuT HelleH3ypHYI0 OpaHb.
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Baaepuii KpacHooopoabko
Npun

HPHU — paiti, menavle CMpauvl, OONCECMBEHHO UUCMbLI,
HENnOpPOUHblIL, UCIOK YUCITO020 C8EMA.

HUCTHHA — oozmam, axcuoma, npasoa —komopasi He mpeoy-
em doxkazamenvcmea. Heumo neuzmennoe om bozos u [Ipedkos.

Hpuna — xncerckoe umsi — o3nauaem OYxo8HO c8emads, 4u-
cmasi, Xo3sWiKa U XpaHumenvHuua cemeliHozo ouaza.



I'naBa 1. Upa

1

['pomMKO XJIONHY/A, BBHIIIBETIIIAs] OT BPEMEHU M 3aMbI3TaHHAS
COTHSIMM HEMBITHIX PYK, BXOJHAsl IBEPb MECTHOW TaBepHHI. B
9TOT MPEKPACHBIN Y TIOTOXK Ui JIeHb, IIOCETUTENIEH, Ha yUBJICHHE,
ObUT0 HeMHOTO. JIBephb, OT CKBO3HsKA, OWIach O KOCSK, U HH-
KTO U3 MOCETUTENEN He 00paTHI BHUMAHUSI, HA 3TOT IPUBBIYHBIN
yXy 3BYK U MOSIBUBIIETOCS HA TIOPOTe MOJIOIOTO MapHs, B MOTEP-
TOM JKMUHCOBOM KocTiome. OH, HETOPOIUTUBO BOIIEN B TEMHOE,
MIPOKYpEHHOE TPSTHHBIM Ta0aKoOM M TPaBKOM, momereHune. OcBe-
MIEHHOE BCEr0 HECKOJIIbKUMHU, TOJICTHIMU, OTBPATUTEIIHHO CIIETI-
JICHHBIMU Ha CKOPYIO PYKY, CBe4aMU, HEPaBHOMEPHO pa3BellieH-
HBIMH 10 CTEHaM Bcero 3ajia. BoHb, ymapusias B HOC, HE IO-
KMpOBaJIa rocTs, Ka3aJloch, OHa €My HpaBWJIACh, KaK, BIIPOYEM,
1 BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM 3aBCerjaTasM, KoM, CUIEIN 3a 3aMbI3TaHHbI-
MHU, TPSIBHBIMU, KaK CaMU, CTOJIAMU U pa3/lyBaJld HO3/IPH, IIIyMHO
BTATMBAst MECTHBIN BO3/IYX.

KopOoTKO CTprXeHHBII MOJIOION YEJIOBEK, B CTApOM U U3PSII-
HO TOHOIIIEHHOM, HO YKCTOM, JKMHCOBOM KOCTIOME, TIPOIIET B
3a1. Ocmotpencsa. I ocTaHOBHWIICS, MEXay OMMKAWIIMME CTO-
JJaMU ¥ TPSI3HOM CIIEHOM, Ha KOTOPOM, B 3TOT CaMblil MOMEHT,
y JEPEeBSIHHOTO CTOJIOA, OTHUIM(OBAHHOTO 10 ONecKa, pyKaMu
Y TeJIaMU TIOTHBIX TAHIIOBIIUII, BhIIEJIBIBAIA SPOTHUECKUE «TTa»
IbIIIHOrpyAasA Aesuna. E€ mmkapHoe, HO cllerka 3akupeBliee,



TeJI0 U3BUBAJIOCH, BO30YK/Iasl MPUIIIE/IIUX B TABEPHY MOCETUTE-
JIeW, KaK MYKCKOTO, TaK M JKEHCKOro Ioja. B miazax mosionoro
YeJiIoBeKa, UYTO-TO MEJIbKHYJIO, HO TYT, k€ TOoracjo, CJIOBHO OH
YBUJIEN, B TAaHUYIOIEN AEBYIIKE He4YTo 3HakoMmoe. Ho, mous,
9TO OMMOCS, OTBEN ia3za B cTOpoHy. CKa3blBaniach YCTaJlOCTb
TPEXCYTOYHOIO Mepexofa Mo 3aCyILTUBOU CTETH.

— Cuplllib Th, A471€71, a HY cruHb! TENKy, cyka, 3aropoaui! —
NOCJIBIIIAJICA TPyOOe BOCKJIMIIAHWE, BO30YkKIEHHOTO KJIMEHTA,
CHJIEBIIIETO 32 OMMKANIIIM CTOJIMKOM.

[lapenb, UTHOPUPYsI PEIUIMKY MOCETUTENSI, CIIOKOWHO MOJIO-
KW Ha CIIEHY OfIHy MOHETY, TOJIy4YMB B3aMeH KapKul CIIOHS-
BBII TOIETYH B 10O OT YeThIPEXTPY/A0i TAaHIIOBIIUIIBI, U HAIIpa-
BUJICS K OapHOM CTOMKe. XO3siKa TaBEPHBI, CTOsIA CITMHOM,
¥ He BUJEJa MPHUOIMKAIOIIErOCs] HOBOTO TOCTSI, W MPECIOKOM-
HO HABOAWIA HA MOTPEMAHHOM XHU3HBIO JIMIE BEUSPHU MaKU-
SDK, TIPEIBKYIIAsl KapKUM BeUep, a MOXKET AakKe, €CIU MOBE3ET,
HOYb... TeMHBIE, T'YCThIE BOJIOCHI... BOJTHUCTBIM KacKagoM, Jie-
JKaT Ha TUievax. .. B myie He3HakoMIIa, OMsITh YTO-TO HIEJTKHYJIO,
OH BOCKJIUKHYJT:

— HWpa?!

OT ero, NpOBETPEHHOI'0 U XPUILIIOTO ToJI0ca, X03s11Ka B3/1por-
HYyJa.

— To1 u€? Iebun?! — BCKpUKHYJIA OHA, B3POTHYB OT MCIyra
U TYT € MOBEPHYBILHUCH, I€pkKa B OIHOW PyKe MaJIEHbKOE 3€p-
KaJIblle, BO BTOPOU, KPACHBIM KapaH/aill, KOTOPbIM OHa, OYEeBU/I-
HO, CIIOHSIBSI €ro, MofKpammBaia cede ryosl. — Kakas, s tebe



Wpa?! Yto, xpaTh Oyzelib, MpUIypoK? — 1 OHA MaJIbIIAMH, CBO-
OOIHOM TpeThel PyKH, B OKHIAHUH 3aKa3a, HETEPIIEINBO TIOCTY-
Yajia 1o BBITEPTOI HacIeX, )KUPHOW TPAIKOM, OAPHOI CTOMKe.

— A 4TO, €CTb. .. €CTb IOECTh? — CMYTHJICSI TAPEHb, BUJIs TIEpel
cOOOM COBEPIICHHO HE3HAKOMYIO JKEHIIMHY, C OOJIBIIAM ITpa-
MOM 4Yepe3 BCE JIULO U, COBCEM, HE IOHOTO BO3PACTa, XOTs C C3a-
1M, Ta BBITJISIZIENIA eI HUYero.

— 3asi, yTKa, rpuobl, KapToXa, Yaya, BUHO, U elI€ Kyda BCs-
KOU XepHH, — HEOpPEKHO, OTBETHUIIA XO3sIHMKa.

— 3asu. Byny xpatb, — cormacucs ¢ epBbIM OTIOIOM TOCTh U
ceJ 3a OJIVKanIMi CBOOOIHBIN, 1 O0Jiee-MeHee YHCTBIN, CTOJIMK,
KpOMe KpOIIIeK, Ha HEM HUYero OOJbIiie He JIeKalo U He CTOSLIO.

7KeH1yHa HEAOBOIBHO, HO CHEUIHO, OTJIOXKU/IA CBOM HEXUT-
pbIil JAMCKMI TyaJleT, ylula Ha KyXHIO M yXe 4epe3 MUHYTY,
MIPUHECIA, TIOUTH OCTHIBIIIETO, KPOJIMKA, C IIECThIO JIallaMu 00-
CBIIIAHHOTO Pa3HbIMU IIPUIIPABAMMU U 3€JIEHBIO, HO EIIIE C XPYCTSI-
et Kopoukoil. OHa, HeOpexkHO, Opocuiia OII0I0 Ha CTON TiepeN
KJIMEHTOM, ¥ BEpHYJIach 3a OApHYIO CTOHMKY, MPOJOJIKATh CBOU
HEXUTPHI O0eBOM packpac. [TapeHs, ’kaJHO HAOPOCUIICA Ha, T0-
YTU OCTBHIBILIETO, KAPEHOTO0 KPOJMKA. XBOCT IOCTS, CBUCAsA CO
CTyJa, ¥ B TAKT YEJIOCTSIM, Oerajl OT yIOBOJILCTBUSI, U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY. Bbl1aBasi CUJIbHBIN TOMIO/ XO3SIMHA.

— Crpimib, XBOCTaTHIH, UTO OyAenis muth? Mosxet, 6abcy Tede
nojorperb? Y Hac ecTb Takue, YTo U MEPTBOMY MOIHUMYT! Xa-
xa! — cnpocuiia Xx03siiKa, MOI0H/sl K CTOJIMKY, 32 KOTOPBIM CHJIEN
HOBeHbKMII. HO KJIMEHT, HE OTphIBAsCh OT MUIIH, OTPULIATEb-



HO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOK. Bu/ist MOTYaIMBhBIi OTKA3, HECTOBOPYHMBOIO
KJIMEHTA, 3710 6pocuia, — C 1eds1, TP MOHETHI.

Ha cuiene, yxe 1Be AeBUIBI N300pakaiv CIIeHY JIIOOBH, Jiac-
Kasi JIpyr Apyra 4eTblpbMs napamu pyk. ITocteneHHO ycKopsis
TEMII, ¥ TaK K€ PaBHOMEPHO, W IMMOYTH CHUHXPOHHO, CHUMAJIU
CKY[HYIO ONIC’)KOHKY JPYT C JIPY)KKHU, ABHUTasich K (PUHATLHOMY
arioreio. B 3ajie, B TaKT UX JABUKEHUSM, ITOCIIBIIIAIUICH TPOMKHE
MIPE/IPKCTAa3HbIE CTOHBI.

— Vry, — BeITUpasi XHUPHbIE TYObl PyKaBOM, OTBETHUJI TTAPEHb.
OH nocTa KoIeNb ¥ BHTAIIWI OTTY/a, TPY TIOCIEeTHNX, TToUYep-
HEBIIIMX OT BPeMEeHH, MOHEThI, PA3HOTO HOMHMHAJIA, — Ecii Mox-
HO, BOIbI. XOJIOTHOM !

— Tw1 ué, uyBak, cOpenamn?! I'ne xe 51 Tede, 3nech Haiiay Bomy !
Ha emé, xononnyto! Bo 61151, mypak! — xo3siiika 3a0paja co crosa
MOHETHI.

B 3TOM MUpe, HOMHUHAJI MOHETBI, HE UT'PaJl HAKAKOW POJIH, MO-
HeTa ecTh MOHeTa. [{udp HUKTO He 3HAJL.

— D710 3aBe/ieHre JIIs1 KPYThIX MYKUKOB.

— 3BeHaAn. Y MeHs, 6a00K OOJIbIle HET, — TUXO U YECTHO OT-
BETHJI TOCTh, — & Ha OXOTY BBIMTH, HET CHJI. S, 4eTBEPTHIN JIcHb
Ha HOrax...

— Hy Torma, cyka, cBoOonmeH! — eHImHa rpy0o TMoKazaia
HaJTBIIEM TTOCETUTEITIO Ha JIBEPb. — Y Hac, He MojaoT!

— bnaronapio 3a 3aitumka!

[TapeHb CIOKOMHO OOIIIOAI MOCIIEIHIE KOCTOUKH, Oecriepe-
MOHHO BBITEpP PYKHU O IOIOJ XO35IMKM, U ITPECIIOKOMHO Hampa-



BUWJICS K BBIXO/IY, OCTaBHB Ha CTOJIE JIEXaTh MyCTOH Kotenb. M B
TOXK€ MFHOBEHME, Ha HEro HajleTesia MojIyrosas JeBULA, HEOKH-
JTAHHO BBICKOUUBIIIasi U3 OOKOBOM JBEPHU, 32 KOTOPOH pacriosara-
JICh KOMHATHI 11 «yTeX». Bc€ e€ Teso ObLI0 CIUIONIb MOKPHITO
SI3BAMHU, C TOJICTO CAaMOKPYTKOM B 3y0ax, cO CTpAIlTHBIM Tiepe-
rapoM U CTOMKHM 3araxoM, JaBHO HE MBITOTO TeJa.

— Cmotpu, kakoii 60it! TToitném co mHoit! [ TpaxHy Bac, 1 He
OIMH pa3! — MbSHBIM TOJIOCOM, 3aUTPbIBasl, 3ajereTana Kpuia
MOOBU, MPHUCTaBasi K HE3HAKOMOMY, HO BECbMa CUMIIATHYHOMY
TOCTIO.

— [omuia BoH! — roctb rpy0o0 OTTONKHYJI €€ B CTOPOHY, CBOM-
MU CUJIbHBIMH PYKaMH, C HECKpbIBaeMO Ope3rmBocThbio. — Cy-
Ka cuco3Has!

[ocTs, yke cnenan mapy miaroB, COOUpasich BBIATH U3 TaBep-
HbI, KaK KTO-TO, TIOJIOKIJI €My TSKENYI0 PYKY Ha ILIeYO.

— Mpa3b, Tl 3aueM 0OHJIeN HAIlly I[BIMYCOBYIO TENKY? — 3TO
ObLT TOT e 3aBCerjarail, YTo 4yTh paHbllle, TPOCUI OTONTU B
cropony. Ilapens, y3Hai ero no ronocy.

Mblinpl, B IpeAYyBCTBUM JPaKU, MOJIOJIOTO YeIoBeKa 3aur-
paJi MOJ1 BbUTMHSIBIIEU KMHCOBOU OfIeKA0M. 3AJIETHBIN TOCTb,
HETOPOIUIMBO TMOBEPHYJICS, B3MISTHYJ CBEPXY BHM3 Ha OCTaHO-
BUBILIETO €0 TOJICTOrO YeJIOBEKA.

— Ymo, Thl HAM AOJIKEH! — 3aBcergarai, Cel «IpeKpacHOW»
3a0erajioBKH, HAXMYPHJI OPOBH, OOJIM3HYJI KUPHBIE T'YObI, TIOI-
Oupasi, JUIMHHBIM U Pa3ABOESHHBIM, SI3bIKOM KPOIIIKH C HUX U OT-
npasJisisi 0OpaTHO B poT, — He To, myctim Ha ¢api!



— Jla y0eii TbI, 3TOrO KO3/a! — BU3Xaua OOMKEeHHAsI IPOCTH-
TyTKa, TPUKPBIBast pyKamu 0OHaxEHHYI0 rpyab. OHa, Ipu maje-
HWH, 3alleTIach 32 TOPYABIIHMIA TBO3/Ib B CTEHE U COpBaJia C ce-
051, OCTATOK KOPOTEHBKOU MTPO3pavyHOit KOTHI, B BUJIE TU(UHUKA.

[Mapa mpstHBIX Opy3eid 3710T0 MapHsl, C ABYX CTOPOH OKPYXKU-
JIM HE3HAKOMIIA, 3aKMMasi €ro B KJey. JTo OblIa, MX POKOBAs
omuoka. ['ocTh, GOKOBBIM yapOM HOTH, COMJI C HOT, CTOSIBIIIETO
ciieBa 60poAATOro rojoBopesa ¢ BepOi0KbUM ropoOM Ha CIIUHE,
a CTOSIBILIETO CIPaBa, YJAOKUII yIapoM KyJaka B mogooponok. Tor
OTJIETEeNl B CTOPOHY, NMPUXBATHB COOON M BU3KABIIYIO OT HETO-
JOBaHUS XO3AWKY, MOAOMIEAIIYI0 MOOJIKe, YTOOBI JTydIlle pac-
CMOTpPETh, KaK OTAENAI0T 3TOr0 CAMOYBEPEHHOTO, /1a U K TOMY
e, He MECTHOTO MPUIypPKa, KOUX 31iech He Jiioowu. B cremyio-
IIyI0 CEKYHY, HOX TOCTSI, B3BIIIMICS HEBECTh OTKY/A, MOJIOC-
HYJI TIO TOpJTY 3JI0T0, TIOTHOTO U SIBHO HE3[JOPOBOTO JISEHBKY C
YeThIPbMsI YIIIaMU U MaJICHbKUMU POXKKaMH Ha rojioBe. ToncTsk
ynai Ha OETOH, XBaTasch 0OeMMU pyKaMmu 3a ropio. B taBepHe,
NIOBHCIA 3/I0BeIas TUImHa. JInms OyipKaonye 3ByKd, JOHO-
CWJIKCh ¢ Tiof1a. [lapeHb, IEMOHCTPATUBHO BHITEP CBOU HOX, O Py-
KaB yOMTOr'O M TaK e JIOBKO CIPSATAJI ero, Kak u goctat. Orsaen
BCEX HAXOAMBIIMXCS B 3aJi€, XOJIOTHBIM, HO CIIOKOWHBIM B3IJIsI-
JIOM, CBOUX TOJTyOBIX I71a3 M, HE TPOPOHUB OOJIBIIIE HH CIIOBA, Ha-
npaBuiIcA K BeIxoay. Ero XxBoct, HEpBHO MojparvuBal, B Tak Ou-
eHus cepala. B 3a0erasioBke, HUKTO HE IIETOXHYJICS.

Ha ynuiie, napHio B TOJIOBY ylapuil IOTOK CBEXEro BO3yXa,
BIIEPEMEIIIKY C 3aIlaXOM ITOMOWKH, YTO pacroiaragach, Kak mo-



JIO’KEHO, TYT e 32 yIJIOM TaBEPHBI, B KOTOPOW KOMOIIMIMCH Ma-
JIeHbKHE TEMHbIE CYIIECTBA, HE TO €XHU C TEJIOM MBIIIU, HE TO
MBIIIH C €KOBBIMH KOMIOYKaMU. [TyTHUK Ope3rMBO MOMOPIIHII-
cs1. [TogHsn ronoBy BBepX U MocMoTpes Ha He0o, CBeTuIo cro-
IO emI€ BBICOKO, e[jBa Kacasich Makyllek aepeBbeB. [lo 3akara
OCTaBaJIOCh Yaca TpH, He MeHbine. [locie 1ol CThYKH, HOue-
BaTh OKA3aJIOCh HeTJie. A OH, TAK MEUTAJl BBICTIAThCSI, HA MSTKOM
nocrenu... Ho, eciu yectHo, emMy OoJibllie U HE XOTeJIOCh OCTa-
BaThCsl B STOM MaJIEHHKOM U OYE€Hb I'PSIZHOM MOCEIEHUH, 1 MO-
JIONOH YeNloBeK, He oOpalnas BHUMaHHS Ha YCTaJOCThb, OTIIpa-
Bwiics aanbine. Cremys Tyaa, Kyaa ri1aza BeayT. Best ata rpsss,
OIPOTHUBEJIA HallleMy repolo. 3a HEMOJHBIX TPUILATD JIET, B €10
CO3HAHUM, TIOCEINJIACh MBIC/Ib, O TOM, YTO YEJOBEK, He BCeraa
ObLT TAKUM KJIKUM U yOOTUM. W CMBICIT 4eOBEUECKO KH3-
HHM HE COCTOMT B TOM, KaK BCEM 3/1eCh Ka3aJloCh, YTOOBI KHTh
KaK CBUHBM, KPaTh, TPaxaTbCsl U FTHUTH 3aKUBO. | OBOPUTBH BCITyX
CBOM MBICJIH, OH HE BCETJAa pellaJiCcsi, 3HaJl, YTO JajJeKO He BCe
noiimyT. [losTomy, crapaics nepxatp ux mnpu cede. Ho 4toOst
HAWTHU OTBETHI HA CBOU BOMPOCHI, OTIIPABUIICS ITyTENIeCTBOBATH
no mupy. Pemenue, okazanock BepHeiM. Koe-rze emy nonaja-
JIMCh CBUAETENBCTBA OBUIOTO BEINYHMS YEJIOBEYECTBA, CTPOCHUS,
KpacuBble ¥ HE OYEHb, CTPAHHbIE KeJIe3HbIE MTYKH, U, KOHEYHO
ke, IpeBHUE NHChbMeHa... Ho, mucbmMeHa, Kou BUJE TIOBCIONY,
HAy4YWICS YUTaTh, OTHOCUTEJIBHO HEAABHO. DTOMY €ro HayuuJ,
OYeHb JIPEBHUI CTapHK, CO CTpaHHBIM UMeHeM Jliobomup. U Te-
nepb, XBOCT, BCETIa CTPEMIICS IIPOYUTATH JIIOOYIO HAAIUCh, /1a-



e TMYCTh COCTOSIIYI0O M3 HECKOJIbKMX M HUYEro He 3Havallux
OykB. Ho 1 3TOr0 emy OBbLJIO I0CTATOYHO, YTOOBI HA TIEJIBIN JICHD
HIOJTHATH ce0e HACTPOCHME.

Bcé€, uTo MOs0/101i YesioBeK 3Hal 0 OBUIOM MHpE, OKa3aJioch
CJIMIIIIKOM MaJIo, 1Tl BOCCTAaHOBJICHUSI TIOJTHOM KAPTHHBI, O JKH3-
HM TTPOLIUION MBUIM3aIu. Y mapeHs, peri ajis ceOsi, HauTH
4TO-TO 0OJIce UHTEPECHOE M BECOMOE, YTO MOIJIO OBl MY YKa-
3aTh, HA PUYNHY THOEJM BCETrO YeJIOBEUeCTBa U Ha TO, KaK OHU
TOrJa BBHINJISACIH, KaK KW, YeM jblmani. Ctapuk, nepej ca-
MO} CMEPThIO, PACKPbLT MAJIEHbKYIO TalHY, UTO TJIe-TO B OKpYyre
9TOrO MOCEJIEHHS], B KOTOPOM OH TOJIBKO YTO, TAK OTJIMYHO, B Ka-
BBIUKAaX, 0001, €CTh Tellepa, OTKPHIBIIASCS MOCIIe MpoBasia
3eMJIH, TJie HAXOIWJIOCh TO, YTO TaK MHTepecoBaso napHs. Jlo-
OGomMUp B Hell ObLII, OCMOTPEI U BCE, UTO CaMOe, KaK OH CUMTA,
Ba)KHOE, CITPSITa Ioj1 OOJIBINION Kyuer Mmycopa. Tak cka3arhb, o-
JaJibliie OT MOCTOPOHHMX IJ1a3.

XBOCT MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBeKa OT BOJIHEHHUs U TIPE/IBKYIIICHHMS,
HEPBHO MOJEPruBajICs, O0SACh MPOMyCTUTh rerepy. Cryck, B uc-
KOMBI TMPOBaJI, ObLT 3aIlJIAaHMPOBAH, HA YTPO CIICAYIOIIETO AHSI.
A 3TOif HOUBIO XOTEJl XOPOIIEHHKO BBICTIAThCSI B TaBepHe. Ho
JKU3Hb, BHEC/Ia CBOM NoMpaBKu! JIMIIMBIIUCE HOUJIETa, U HarljIe-
BaB Ha MHOTOTHEBHYIO YCTaJOCTh, OH OTIPABUJICA HA MOUCKH
nposaja. [Tockonbky CBETHIIO €MIé JBUraaoch M0 HEOOCKIIOHY,
¥ 10 3akara Obu10 BpeMsi. CTapuk OYeHb TOYHO OIMUCAN, KaK B
HEro TOMacTh, HO MPU HE3HAHUM MECTHOCTH, MOXHO TOMPOCTY
HE 3aMETUTh U TPoMTH MUMO. [lapeHs, cierka BoIHysCh, epe-



CEK 1oJIe, 3apocliiee BbICOKOW TPAaBOM, U OKA3aJiCsl B TYCTOM MO-
JIOIOM Jiecke. JIBUrascey He crena, ¥ NPUCTAJIBLHO ONJISIBIBASICH
10 CTOPOHAaM, MpUMeYasi pa3Hble MeJIOYH, TIPUOIMKAIICS K TIeH-
TPy HEOOJIbIIIOrO, HO TYCTOrO Jieca.

Cepatie 6e111eHO KOJIOTUIIOCh, B €r0 MOIIHOM OT MTPUPO/IBI IPy-
JI1, KaK y I0HIIa, BIEpBbIe MOKUHYBIIETO OTYMX JOM, OCTaBIIUChH
OJVH HA OJIUH CO B3POCJION KU3HBIO.

«XBoOCT, ycrokorcs, Bc€ Oymer xopoio! KusHb mpekpac-
Ha!» — MBICJIEHHO YCIIOKauBaJl OH cam ceOsl.

EMy HpaBwics TOT, ctapblid s13bIK. OH 3By4all, CJIOBHO MY3bl-
Ka, U1 AyIIU ¥ yiuen. B kaxaom cioBe, 4yBCTBOBAIACh OTPOM-
Hasl CUJia M HeuccsikaeMasi )Ku3HeHHast S3Heprus. CJIOBHO CBETOM
HAaroJIHsUIaCh AyIIa, €/1Ba CTOMJIO 3aTOBOPUTH, HA STOM YAUBU-
TEJIBHOM SI3BbIKE.

Bckope, Haill repoii, Bbllea Ha Ka0aHblo TPOITY W HAIpaBUII-
Csl IO XOPOILIO MPOTONTAHHOM CTEXKKE, OKA HE 3aMETUJ CIpa-
Ba OT ceOsl OrPOMHBIN KaMeHb, OOPOCIIIUI 10 BCEMY MEPUMET-
Py HEMpoJIa3HbIM MOJIOIBIM KYCTAPHUKOM, Onarofapsi 4emy, Ha-
MOMUHAJI MYKCKYIO TOJIOBY, C JILICHHOM HAa MakKyIIKe U T'yCTOU
PaCTUTENILHOCTHIO Ha BUCKax. VIcKkareb MpUKIIIOUeHUI, 0100pH-
TeJIbHO KUBHYII, BU/IS TIepe]l cOO0i InaBHyIo ipumery. OO0rHyB
BaJIyH CJIEBA, ITIOYTH Cpa3y OKA3aJICA y IPOBaja, 0 KOTOPOM I'OBO-
pui Jliobomup. YoeauBIuch, 4To B OKpyre KpoMe Hero HUKOro
HEeT, HavaJs ciyckaTbes B HU3. Temueno. HykHo ObLIO CrienuTb.
[Nanbibl CKOJIB3UIIM 1O 3eMJISTHBIM CTEHaM MpoBaia. [ TuHa ochl-
NaJiach U3-TOJ HOT, Tpo3st 00BauThes. [lo HIM siMa, B HECKOIb-



KO METPOB ITyOMHOM. A TamM BHU3Y, MOIJIO JIaTh YTO YTOJHO, U
yIacTh Ty/1a, y TAPHS He ObUIO HUKAKOTO XkenaHus. Kamens, o
MpaBOMl PyKOW, MPEAATENbCKU JIPOTHYI, 3a KOTOPbIN JIepKajcs
MyTHUK, U BHICKOUMJI U3-TIO]] KPENKUX MaJIbleB, U XBOCT... CO-
pBasics BHU3. Ho HaTpeHnpoBaHHBIE MAJIbIBI, HAMEPTBO, BIICTIN-
JIUCh B IPYrOM KaMeHb, HO M TOT, HE BBIAEPKAJ BECA MOJIOJOTO
YeJIOBEKAa U OYEepeqHOM pa3, COpBAJICS U moJieTesl BHU3. Jleas
pyKa 00XBaTuIa YTO-TO TOHKOE, HO TPOYHOE, OHO COTHYJIOCH MO
TSIKECTBIO TeJla, HO BbiAepkao. [lapens orsiaencs. Okas3anochk,
YTO ynaJl OH, BCEro Ha Mapy METPOB BHU3, U BECEJI, HA TOPYaB-
1IeM U3 KaMH$1, TOJICTOM METAJZIMYECKOM TpYTeE.

Dt10 ObLIa apMaTypa, U3BECTHASI HaM, BBICTYTABINAs U3 KycKa
0eToHa, Mo KOTOPBIM, 3UsLIT TEMHBIH MPOXO/I B Tieriepy. TemMHoTa
CTyIIAJIACh.

«Bort ona! 4 Hamen e€! Crapuk Jliobomup, He 0OMaHy! Me-
Hs1!» — MBICJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI XBOCT.

OcrtopoxHO mepedupasich Mo MPYTY, MOJIOAON YeIOBeK JO-
OpaJicsi 10 Y3KOro BXO/a B TEHIEpy U XOPOIIEHHKO pacKadyaB-
IIKCh, 3AMPbITHYJI BHYTPb TOMEILIEHUS.

«VHTEpecHO, KaK TOT NTyOOKHUH CTapyK, CMOT CIofia T00paTh-
cs1? 31ech U 3A0POBSKY, TUTIA MEHSI, HETTPOCTO 3a0paThes, He TO,
41O cTapuky!» — XBocTt ocmorpelcs. 11axno 3emién, rHaommm
MycOpoM M eni€ yeM-To. OH He 3HaJj1, YeM, HO ITOT 3arax eMy He
noHpaBwics. CaenaB HeCKOJBKO 1IaroB BITyOb, YIBIOHYJICS.

«Crapuk JIobomup xe, monan ciofga ciaydaiiHo. Ha Hero Harma-
T OpOJISTIME TICHI, ¥ CTAPUK CIIPATAJICS 3]IECh, TIEpeXuIast ornac-



HOCTbh. A KOrJja CTae HaCKy4uJIo KAaTh, YIIUIA, TaK U HE 10K /1aB-
IIUCh CBOEH T0OBIYM | » — TApeHb BCTIOMHWIT TIOPOOHBIN paccKas
CTapHKa Ipo TO, KaK TOT TOMa B 3TOT MPOBAJI, U YJIBIOHYJICS.

[Ipoias eme HeCKOIbKO METPOB MO TBEPAOMY MOy, OUyTHJI-
¢ B HeOObIIoN KomHate. OKa3aBIINCh B ITOJIHOW TEMHOTE, OH
HE 3HaJI, 4TO eMy npeanprHsTh. Koss, 310 ObUTO ero HacTosiee
UMsl, JaHHOE TIpH poxkaeHnd OTioM u Martepblo, HO MOJIb30BaI-
Csl OH UM PEJIKO, yallle, UCIOJIb30BaJl CBOE MPO3BUILE — XBOCT,
MPUHSUICA IAPUTH PYKAMU 110 CTOPOHAM, XBOCT €r0 CUJIBHO JIPO-
’KaJ, Kak OyITo OT 3TOro, OblTa Kakas-To BecoMast Mmojb3a.

Ilouck npuHEC pesyibraT. BOoT nasblbl HaIlyllaau Ha CTONe
HeOOJIbIIION MPOIOTOBaThIN MPeMET, MOTHEC K I1a3aM, HO Tak
1 Huvero He yBuzeB. Toraa XBOCT, MPUHSUICS KPYTUTh BEIIb B
PYKax, HEOXKHMIAHHO YTO-TO KPYIJIOE U IIEPIIABOE TPOBEPHYJIOCH
T0/1 NTAJIBLIAMU, Y CHOII UCKP, Pa3JIeTasich BO BCE CTOPOHBI, OCBE-
TIJI TeMHOTY. OH, UCIYTaBIIKCh, €/1Ba HE BBIOPOCHII ITPEIMET B
TeMHOTY! YTO €ro yuepxajuo OT 3TOro NoOCTYIKa, OCTaJOCh HE
u3BecTHO. Ho, yke Bropas nonsITKa, yBeH4anach ycrnexom. Ina-
Msl, BCTIBIXHYB, OCBETUJIO KOMHATy, 0O0XIJIO eMy Majel, U TyT
*ke moracno. M storo Kone okazanoch J0OCTaTOUHO, YTOOBI pa3-
IJISAETh CTOSIBLIYIO Ha cTojie cBevy. EllE mapy momnsITOK, U OHA
3aropesack. ITO MAJIEHbKOE OTHUBO €My ITOHPaBUJIOCh, U MOJIO-
JIOH 4esIOBEK, OBICTPO CIPSTAN 3aKUTAJIKY B KAPMaH ILTAHOB.

— OtuHasd Bewp. .. [lpurogurses. ..

[Momerienre okazanoch He OOJBIIUM, U 3aBAJIEHHBIM BCSIKOW
BCSUMHOW. [71a3a MapHsi, BCIIBIXHYJIM OTHEM JTUKOTO JIIOOOTTBIT-



CTBa, U C HEYAEPKUMOCTBIO MPUPOKIEHHOTO 30JI0TOUCKATEIS,
OpocHIICSl PHIThCSI B OOJIBINION Kyde XJIamMa, OCTABJIEHHBIM ObIB-
IIMMU XO35IeBaMH, 3TOT0 YOOroro Xuiibsi. Vi He JKUITbL. . .

B BO3ayX mogHsAnach Ty4ya BEKOBOM IbUIM, CKOIMBILIEWCS
3[IECh 32 MHOTUE AECATUIETHs. XJIaM, IPEBPATUBILIUICS B TPY-
Xy, BAJISBIIMICS TOPOU BAOJb JAJIbHEW CTEHBI, HE TTPEICTABIISII
HUYEro MHTEPECHOro, oObIYHAsI Kyda UCT/eBiero mycopa. Ho
XBOCT, YIIOPHO MPOAOJIKA B HEM PBIThCS, IOMHS CJIOBa OTLA —
«Kto ummer, Tot Bcerga HaunaeT!». Bckope, OH U3BJEK CTEKJISTH-
HYIO OyTBIJIKY, C XOPOITIO COX PAHUBINEICS STHKETKOM.

«O1myHO! DTO, MOKHO MpOAATh!» — MEJIbKHYJIA B TOJIOBE
MBIC/Ib. ByTBUIKM, B €r0 Mupe, SABJISAINCh CTPAIIHBIM Je]Uln-
TOM, 1 JIIOOOU BJIaesell, Jaxe caMou 3aTpane3Hou u yooroi ta-
BEPHBI, ObLT TOTOB, 32 OJTHY TAKYIO CTEKJISIIKY, BbIJIOKUTh IPH-
JMYHYI0 cymMy. [TapeHb 0CTOpOKHO MOCTaBUII €€ Ha CTOJI, U ITPO-
JOJDKUAJT TIOUCK. AKKYpaTHO repedupasl MOTyCTHUBIIME BElly,
MOPIIIACh OT HEMPUSATHOTO 3araxa, CTapasich J0OPaThCs 10 CaMO-
IO JIHa, IOMHS CJIOBA CTapyKa, YTO CAMO€ MHTEPECHOE, OH CIIpsI-
TaJl B caMOM HU3Y. Ero masplipl Halllynajiyd 4To-TO IIEJIECTSIIee
MIOXO’KEE Ha CBEPTOK.

«Tak, Tak, Tak! A 4TO TYT, y Hac? — XBOCT U3BJIEK CBEPTOK
AKKYpaTHO CBEPHYTBIM B TOJICTBIA, YEPHBIA LEJIJIO(AHOBBIN Ia-
keT. — CTpaHHBIM MENIOYEK, TaKUX... 51 elE He BuaalL. [sHem,
YTO Tam!»

[TapeHb OCTOpPOKHO pa3MoTall €ro U U3BJIEK OTTYJA BCE CO-
JepKuMoe. DTo OKazasiach Kurma Oymar, 1 OepekHO TIOJIOKIIT UX



Ha cron. [TogBuHYyB OMMke CBevy, MPUHSIICSA Pa3msiIbIBaTh J10-
ObITOe coKpoBwie. Bc€ okazanoch Tak, Kak ¥ TOBOPUJ CTApHK.
U tenepp XBOCT, ¢ OOJBIIMM JTIOOOMBITCTBOM, Pa3TJIsIBIBAI STU
BEIIHU.

B BepxHeM koHBepTe, OKa3auch LBeTHbIE (hoTorpadpuu. Itn
BOJIIIIEOHBIE KAPTUHKY, Cpa3y MPUBJIEKJIM BHUMAaHMe U 3aXBaTH-
7 Bcé ero BooOpaxeHue! OTIOKUB CBEPTOK B CTOPOHY, MPU-
HSUJICS C IMKUM JIIOOOMBITCTBOM MX PasIJisiibIBaTh.

«¥YX, To1! A 4TO 37O, 3a 4y10 KapTUHKU? JIIOOU TyT, KaK Ku-
Boie! Adurets! UHTEpecHO, a Jllodomup ux Bunen? [lymaio, na!
OH ke UX U cOpsiTall, OT MOCTOPOHHUX IM1a3 noaasbiie! Ctapuk
caMm cKasall, Iie UMEHHO UCKaTh!».

Ha noxenTeBiiyx OT BpeMeHH, HO He yTPaTUBIIUX [[BETa U Ka-
JecTBa, (pororpadusx, ObUIa MOJIOZIAst CEMbsI, OT/IbIXABITIAS T]Ie-
TO Ha mMope. M 1Ba CHMMKa, IJie Mapoyka HEXWIach B JIydax
COJIHIIA, Y CAMOTO Kpasi MPrO0s raJIeYHOro TUIsKa, 3aMHTPUTOBA-
7 napHsi. OH BHUMATEIBHO pasisiblBal UX, B TYCKJIBIX JIyyax
CB€YM, TO U AEJIO, IMTPOBOAS MO YEJIOBEYECKMM TeJIaM MaJIbLEM.
XBocT nepeBepHy’1 (poTorpaduio, HoO Ha 000POTe HUUYETO He Obl-
JI0, U OH CHOBA YCTaBUWJICSI HAa TIOyOOHAKEHHbBIE TeJla, HeU3BECT-
HBIX eMY JIIOfIEH.

«ITH IO, HE Takre Kak Mbl. OHM KpacuBee! Y HUX J1BE py-
KM, JIB€ HOTH, U HUKAKUX XBOCTOB! — KoJIMH cOOCTBEHHBIN XBOCT,
HEPBHO 3aCTyyYaJl 10 HOKKE CTOJIa, YEM BbI3BAJI CUIIBHOE pa3pa-
JKEHUE CBOEr0 XO35IMHA. — A 3TO, 4TO Takoe? — ero BHUMaHue
MEPEKJIIOYMIIOCh HA U3YMPY/IHbIE BOABI MOpPs. — S Takoro, HUTE



He Buzen?! Aro uro, Boga? U noyemy, oHa takas yucras? [loue-
My, e€ Tak MHOro? Mnm ato, He Boga? Het. Bona! Tonbko, oueHb
kpacuBas! U miaBHoe, €€ oueHb MHOrO, M oHa uucras! Takoe
ObIBaeT?»

Bormpockl, B ronoBe napHsi, ChIIAIUCh OJIUH, 3a APYTUM, HO TaK
Y He HaXOAWIM B Hell oTBeta. [1omoO0BaBIIMCH ellle, KaKoe-TO
BpeMs1 BOJIIIEOHBIMU KAPTUHKAMU, HA KOUX CJIOBHO OCTAHOBUJIN
BpEMs, BIIPOUEM, TaK OHO U OBLJIO, OH OTJIOKMJI CHUMKH B CTOPO-
HY ¥ IMPOAOJIKHII pacCMaTpPHBaTh ocTaBimecs Oymaru. Ciemyro-
MM OBLJI, CJIOKEHHBIN BABOE JIUCT MOJIOCATON TOHKOW Oymarm.
KoJist ocTopokHO, IEMCTBYS JIUIIIb KOHYMKAMU MAJIBIEB, pa3Bep-
Hy1 ero. Tam, pa3MalmcThIM TOYEPKOM, HAMMCaH HEOOJBITION
TeKCT. XBOCT, C OTPOMHBIM TPYJIOM U IO CJIOram, CMOT €ro Mpo-
YUTATh:

«Munas mos, Cawenvka! S 6010cb, umo mMoé nucvmo, yoice
HUKozoa He 0otioém 0o meos... Ho s xouy, umobvl mol 3uana,
umo 51 meost JIKOBJIFO! Tet npocmu, umo s He cMo2 8epHYMbCSL
acusoim ¢ olirbl. Ilpocmu! U noueayii 3a mens, Hauiezo cotHuu-
KY, U Hayuu ezo nooume Hauy Poouny, u Obime, HACMOSUUM
myodrcuunoi. Cmompu, He oanyii ezo!

Kaxk vl mam sicuséme, oe3z mens? Kax pooumenu? Iumiu mue
000 écém! Ecau KoHeuHo, 8cé-maku, noayuulb Moé nucomo. A,
xouy 6cé 3Hamv, 00 nocaeoreit noopoorocmu... He epu ceove!!!
Tot yotce Hukozoa, He 8vloepeutbcs omcrooa!l Ima, npokasmasi,
eotina! Ona yruumodxcuna 6cé xcueoe Ha zemne! A, koneuro, no-
HUMAI0, Ym0 HAOeHCO0a YymMupaem nocaeoHell, HO nocae S\0epHoll



60MOapOUPOBKU, 8PS0 AU, KNO OCMANCS 8 HCUBbIX. .. [Ipokasimeble
amepurkaruwvl! Kax s eac nenasudrcy! byovme 6vl, npokasmot!
H naoerocw, umo Hawu pakenivl, HAHECAU 8AM, 20pA300 OONbULE
epeoa, uem eauiu Ham. Jlaono, xeamum conau nycKkamao, NOWénN. ..
HOBOI0N. .. »

XBOCT, He BCE MOHSUT U3 MPOYUTAHHOTO TEKCTa, HO OOIIMIA
CMBICT eMy cTaJl MoHsATeH. Havanach BoiiHa, MEXIy KaKUMHU-TO
«aMepuKaHiamMu» u...?7 Kem? Kto Obutn Te, Yell sI3bIK eMy Tak
HpaBWJICS, ¥ YbM NMHChbMEHA OH uckai? Ho TaiiHa, moka ocraBa-
Jlach He packpeiTod. OH eIE MpoYnTasl HECKOJIbKO nucem. Ho
Te ObLTM BCE OOJIBbIIIE TIPO YYBCTBO, HA3BIBAEMOE «/1H0006bI0», N
OHO I0Ka OCTaBaJI0Ch HEBEIOMO 14 Hatero repos. Hy, nim no-
yTh HeBeJoMO. B nocneqHem konseprte, Kosnsi, HaIeEn Kpyrisiid
OJeCTSIuUI IUCK, ¢ N300paKEHHBIM Ha HEM CEIIBIM MYXKUYMHOM,
B CTpaHHOU OfIeXk/]Ie, TPSI3HBIN U ¢ OpyXueM B pykax. Haamuceio
rnacuna: «A, pycckuii cordam». I ManeHbKMIA KJIOYOK Oymard,
C KOPOTKOW 3alUCKON: «3Imo, moil arooumslii punrvm! Tokadxicu
e2o coiny! Ilycmo on pacmém nacmosuum Pycckum condoamonm,
u omomcmum 3a Hawy cmepmo! Xeamum cede epamv! Hukmo
Huuezo yaice He yeuoum! Onu noeudau! He mewtv cebst nycmoimu
HAO0eHCOAMU. . .»

«Bot oHO! — TIpo ce0s1, BOCKJIMKHYJI MapeHb, XBOCT €ro 3amMe-
TaJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. JI0O MOKpbIIcs ucnapuHon. — S
Pycckuii. Het! Mui1 Bce, sxuByIue 31ech, Pycckue! S1 xouy ObITh,
kak oHu! S xouy ObITh, Kak oHM! S HE XOuy, OBbITh MMbSHOW pPBa-
Hbi0! U OBIIJIOM, THHAIOIIAM 3aKHBO, HE JKeJIai0 OBITh!»



Ha nmune nmosiBuiiack 3aragouHasi yibiOka. [lapens moiiman
CBOW XBOCT JIEBOM PYKOW, a IIPABOM, HE Pa3lyMbIBasi OTCEK €ro
HOKOM TOJ] CaMblll KOPEHb, JIOBKO U3BJIEUYEHHBIM U3 MOTAHOIO
Kapmaiika B pykase. CtpariHas 00J1b, MpoIUIach APOXKbIO MO Te-
ny. B rmazax noremneno. Kposu nouru He Ob110, 3aT0 00JIb, T0-
CTENEHHO YCUJIMBAJIACh, 1 XBOCT, IOTEPSLT CO3HAHUE, PyXHYB Ha
TIOJT, TTOJIHSIB CBOMM TajieHueM 00JIaKo IMbUTH. .. botb. .. Betep. ..
Dt10 oH npuHEc 007b... Her... Betep npunéc xomnox... T'opsr...
Mo neqHUKY MOTHUMAIOTCSI TPU YeJIOBEKa, C OOJIBIIIMMU PIOK3a-
KaMM Ha crivHax. JIEM, Mo TSKECThI0 MPOJIaMbIBAETCS, U IBOE
MPOBAJIMBAIOTCS B TIIyOOKYIO TpeluHy. JIeByilka, magaeT Hu4-
KOM Ha JIEIHUK U MbITAETCS] OCTOPOKHO MOIIOI3TH K €ro Kpato,
9TOOBI IOMOYb CBOMM JPY3bsiM. A U3 TEMHOW TITyOMHBI, IOHO-
CWJICS yIIEPa3AUPAIIANA KPUK:

—...a-a-a-a-a-a...

— ...a-a-a! — XBOCT pe3KO OTKPBIBAET I71a3a ¥ IOHUMAET, YTO
KpuuuT caM. Kpyrom cruioiiHast TEeMHOTA, ¥ 3arax MHOTOJIETHEN
MIBLIM U TJIEHHUS Mycopa. Bo pTy nepecoxo, CJIOBHO JHO PEKU B
nycThiHe. ['0/10Ba ryauT oT yaapa OT CUJIbHOTO O KAMEHHBIH TOJT.
OH, KpsIXTs, MOTporai Mecto yaapa. Tam Obuta muika. KuHyn
rOJIOBOM U MOJHSLICS HA HOTH.

«310 OB cOH. OnATH ITOT COoH. [Touemy, OH MeHs Tpeciiey-
eT?» — MeJIbKHYJIa MBIC/Ib B OOJIbHOM TOJIOBE.

Cgeua noropesna, cjerka NpUIaivMB MOBEPXHOCTh cToja. B
BO3JyXE ellE MaxJio ropeyor riacrtmaccou. Ilapens, eaBa cae-
JIaB 1Iar, HaCTYIWJI Ha YTO-TO Kpyriioe. Harnynces u nogHsut. 1o



OKa3aJjicsi COOCTBEHHBIN XBOCT.

«3HauTe, 1 TaKOM ke ypos, Kak v Bel. Ho MHe, 3T0 HpaBUThCA !
S gyBCTBYIO cebs1, HacTosUM 4yesnoBekoM! — nogymait Koms u
YIBIOHYJICS, MEJIbKHYBILIEH MbIcH, — Pycckum yenoekom! Mup
HE JIOJDKeH ObITh MEPTBBIM ! »

Ewme pas, omynas oTpe3aHHbId XBOCT, CBEPHYJI €TI0 KOJIBLIOM
Y COpsITA B JIEBbI BHYTPEHHUN KapMaH, CBOETO CTAPEHbKOI'O
nukaka. Tyna ke oTrpaBui U OyThUIKY, U3 XOPOIILIETo 3eJIEHOTO
CTEKJIa, C HAAIMUCHIO HA KpacuBoil aTukeTke «Bonka «Cronmy-
Hasi»», U IOBEPHYJICS K BBIXOLY.

«3aobun! — Kosnst, cTykHyI cesi 1O TOJIOBE U BEPHYJICS K CTOITY
cobupasi Oymaru, HO UX TaM He OKa3ajoch, — PUCYHKM U MUCH-
MeHa, 3a0bu1!»

HamrynaB HOroi, CBEPTOK, yNaBIMM Ha NOJ, HATHYJICS U TIOA-
HSUI €ro C nojia. AKKYpaTHO, CJIOBHO CBATYIO PEJMKBUIO OILY-
naji, yoeqUBIIUCh, YTO HUYETrO He BBIMAJIO MOCje HEOXKHUJAHHO-
IO CBOETO Ma/IeHUs1, 3aCyHYJI €r0 B PaBblii BHYTPEHHUI KapMaH
CBOEro UKMHCOBOIO MHJIKAKa M 3amaraji, K BbIXOLY U3 MPOBa-
Jla, HEKOTJa CJIyKUBIIEMY KOMY-TO MPUIOTOM OT HEHACTbS U XO-
JIOZIOB, WJIM MECTOM OTJIpIXa MOC/e KpoBaBOoM cxBaTku. CTapuk
Jlro6omup, B CBOE BpeMs IIOBE/IaJl, 9TO KOTIJa-TO OYEeHb JaBHO, Ha
3eMJIe BOLIAPUIIACh 3UMa. JIIOTBI MOPO3 M BETEP, 3aMOPO3MJT BCE
yTto Mor. A CBeTtuio, oHo *ke Hanie CoJHIEe, MCUe3JI0 HaBCer/a,
Oosibllie He >Kenas JaBaTh 3eMJje HU3Hb. Bolapuiaoch napcTBo
cMmeptu. B Ty mopy, moru6;10 MHOro JIOfIeH, a Te, YTO OCTAJIUCh,
0OBEIMHSITUCH B TPYIIIIBI, MBITASICh BBUKUATH BMeCTe. V1 BBUKMIIH.



Ho ue Bce. I et ux pokaaauch, 1 OHU MOTOM POKJIATU CBO-
ux gerei, Ho CBeTUJIO, HE Xeaaio MosBsAThcs. M Torga omuH
U3 CBATBIX CTAPEMIIIMH, YTO CJIbLI [0 BCEM OKPYyre MPOPOKOM, 110
umenu Emo, cran monutbest bory, 1a Tak ycepaHo, 4To nepectai
ecTb. Ml Ha COpPOKOBOW JIeHb, BCTAJI, BEJIe)l IPUBECTH €My COPOK
YPOIJTUBBIX JIOJIEH, TEX, YTO ObUITM He Takue Kak Bee. [loxkenanue
ero, ObLJIO TOTYAC e UCToIHEeHO. K Beuepy Toro ke JiHs, epen
HUM CTOSUIM JBaJIaTh MYKUMH U CTOJIBKO *ke€ keHiuH. Y Emo,
MIPUHEC, BCEX B TOT K€ JIEHb, B JKEPTBY, OKPOIIMB MEP3IYIO 3EM-
JIIO TOPSTYEH KPOBBIO, ITUX OECXBOCTHIX, MMEIOIIUX BCETO 10 JIBE
PYKM U [BE HOTH, JIIOAEU, BO UMsI POXKIEHUS, TOJIT0XKIAHHOTO
Ceeruna. U yBugen oH Toraa Oymayliee, 4TO POBHO Uepe3 COPOK
JHeW 1 HoYew, 3apoauThcst HOBoe CBETUIIO M HACTYIIUT Ha 3eMJIe
Jpyras Xu3Hb, Bec€nasa u ceeriad. Hapon xnman. PoBHO copok
nHer xaan. Ho oHo, Ha HeOe Tak U He MosIBWIOCh. M K Beuepy
COPOK TEPBOrO AHS, COTJIEMEHHUKH, OPOCHUBIIIHE CBOIO PadoOTy B
OKMJIaHUM 4Yy/a, OCTABILUCh FOJIOAHBIMU, pa303auiuch Ha Eio.
[Tpurumy B ero oM, U 1Moj| pyKu, ¢ KpUKaM¥ HEHaBUCTH U OOBH-
HEHUSIMU BO JIKH, BBIBOJIOKJIM ITPOPOKA HA YJIUILY K Pa3bsipEHHOM
TOJITIE, IJI€ TIEPE] BCEM IUIEMEHEM U IPOYUM JIIOIOM, [IPUBA3a-
JIM HEKOTJa JTIOOMMOTO TIPOPOKA K KPecTy, 0OJI0KUIN OCTATKAMM
CKPOMHOTO CKap0a, CKOMMBIIETOCS Y HETO 32 MUPCKYIO KH3Hb,
1 nopoxriau. OH, JMIIIb TUXO CKa3ald: — «$l, Bac Bcex Mpoliamwo,
3a Baiie HeBepue! Ho uepes cMepTh MO0, TPUIET K BaM Bepa U
Cgert!» u OoJbIlie He W3/1aJ1, HU eTUHOTO 3BYyKa. U yxe co crnemny-
IOILIETO JHSA, HEOO HaJl 3eMJIEH CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE CBETJIEE U CBET-



nee. VI BOT, Ha COPOKOBOM JAeHb, mociie rudemn Emo, Cretuio
CHAJIO B IIOJIHYIO CBOIO CWJTY. XOJIOJ OTCTYIAJ. ..

XBOCT, MOTPY3UBLINCh B BOCHOMHMHAHMA, IIaraj Mo Cyxou
TpaBe, MojaJbllle OT MecTa cero. EMy xorenoch UATH BHEPEN,
HaBCTpEUy BETPY U CBOEH Ccynp0e, Wilja HOBBIE JI0KA3aTeNIbCTBA
CYLIECTBOBAHMS YEJIOBEKA, TOU JPYroM, HUKOMY HEW3BECTHOU
rBrM3aii. CUTbHBIE U TPEHMPOBAHHbBIE HOTH, HE BHIOUPAIIH
JIyYIIUiA 1a yIOOHBIH yThb, OHU HECJIM €ro BIepeEN, MO MyTsAM XO-
JKEHBIM U HEe XOKEHbIM, Uepe3 OBparu riyooKkue u OypesioMbl Bbl-
COKMeE, Ja MoJIsA, MOPOCIINE KOJIIOUEN TPaBOW, PEUYLIKHU 1A PEKU
NIOJIHOBOJIHBIE M Tepecoxire. Ho cTpaHHUKY ObLIO BCE paBHO,
JIUIIb Obl HE CTOSITh HA OJTHOM MecTe. B MBICIISIX, OH CTPOMII CBOU
TUIaHBl, IOTaIKU U MPEIION0KEHUS.

Beuep crenenHo, mo-napcku, cnyckancs Ha 3emuo. Ilapens
3aMeJIIT IIar ¥ OCTaHOBWJICA. BHMMAaTeIbHO OCMOTpeJCs, Bbl-
Oupast ynoOHOe MecTo Jyisi Houwlera. B HEeCKOIbKHUX MeTpax oT
TOTO MECTA, TJIe OH CTOSUI, HAXOIUJIACh HEOObIIIAS JIbICAS TIOMISIH-
Ka. TaM poc HEBBICOKMIA, HO OY€Hb TYCTOM KyCT OOSIPBIITHAKA, 1
TpaBa BOKPYT, C TPYAOM JIOTATMBAIACh 10 KOJIEH.

«O1anyHO! — mogyMarn ycraBIiuii MyTHUK, — [IpocTo Beuko-
nertHo! U TpaBa He BbICOKa, 1 0030p Xopommi! 31ech U 3aHO-
qy10!»

[Tpu ero npudnMKeHuu, U3 KycTa BbUIETENIA UCITyTaHHAs IITU-
1a. XBOCT JIOBKO BBIXBATWJI HOX, U METHYJ B INEPENYraHHYIO
J4b, KOTOPAasi HE OKMJaJIa TAKOM MPbITU OT JBYHOIOroO Bpara u
najia OT OCTPOro KJIMHKA, MONABUIErO TOYHO B €€ XPYIKOe, HO



OUEHb JKUPHOE TEJIBIIE.

HecnemHo nepekycuB, MOJIONOW YEJIOBEK YJIETCS B TPaBy.
Mecro, rae 1omkeH OblT HAXOAUTHCS XBOCT, €MIé O0NelNo, U OH
niepeBepHYJICS Ha OOK, MPOIOJIKask CMOTPETh B TEMHOE U Oe3/10H-
HOe He0O, YCHIITAaHHOE MUJIJTMOHAMU CBETSIIUXCS TOYEK. . .

...TIOCTETIEHHO Ta/1asi ¢ Heba, OHU MPEBPATHIINCH B OECKOHEY-
Hoe OeJtoe 1moJie, 1Mo KOTOPOMY He CIEITHOM MOCTYIIBIO, 1UIa Kpa-
cuBasi AeBynika. E€ IuIo cBETUIOCh OT cyacTbsl. AJible TyObl,
TpoHyJ1a 6e33a00THasH jierkas yiabioka. Ho 4eil-to MuKuil Kpuk,
NIPUJIETEBIINIA HEBECTh OTKY/A, 3ACTABUI €€ B3IPOTHYTh. YJIbIO-
Ka BMUT clieTena ¢ ry0, ¥ cTpax, IOCeIWICs B IEBUUbMX I1a3ax.
OHa oCTaHOBWJIACh.

Bc€ Bokpyr mepen Heit TOIUIBLIO, Kak B TymMaHe. COpOCHB ¢
ceOs1 CTpaHHBIA MEIIOK, YTO BUCEJ Y He€ 3a CIIMHOM, yrasia Hi4-
KOM B MSITKOE ¥ pbixJjioe Oeroe oaestio. [Ipsmo nepen aeByIkoit
pasBepsiiach Oe370HHAsH TPONACTb.

HeoxunnanHo oTTyna, MosiBUIaCh YeIOBEUeCKasi pyka B 4Ep-
Hol nepyaTke! [leBymika, 9yTo OBUIO CHJI, CXBATWIIACH 32 HEE, HO
Ta BBICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 €€ PYK, U CIABJIEHHBIN BOILIb, PA3HECCS T'yJI-
KHMM 3XOM MO0 YUIEJIbIO. . .

— ...a-a-a-a! — XBOCT HEBOJILHO B3/IPOTHYJI, U IIPUHSLICS XBa-
TaTbCsl 32 MPUMSTYIO TpaBy OOEMMHU pyKamu, CJIOBHO Tajasi C
OO0JIBILION BBICOTHI, OH IIBITAJICS COXPaHUTh ceOe paBHOBecue. Ho
IJ1a3a BCKOpPE OTKPBUIUCH, M MOJIOJION YEeJIOBEK COOOpasuil, 4To
JIEKUT O] KYCTOM Ha CBOEM JIOKE U EMY, B JAHHBIII MOMEHT, HU-
Jero He yrpoxaeT. OOMery€HHo B3IOXHYJ U pa3BAIMIICS B Tpa-



B€, MOZICTABJIsIs1 CBOM Ypecia, Mojl yTpeHHue yun Ceeruia.

JloeB, OCTaBIIMIACSA C Beuepa, KYCOK JUYH, OH MOIIEN AaJIbIie,
OCTaBJIsisA BOCXOJAlliee opaHkeBoe HeOecHoe CBETHIIO clieBa OT
ceOsl.

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO YacoB OBICTPOM XO/IbOBI, ITOJT pacKaJieHHbI-
MU JlyyamMH JAHEBHOW 3Be3/lbl, U MO HEBBICOKOW TpaBe, IOTHAJ
YCTaBIIIETO MyTHUKA.

2

He3nakomell, B OMHOYECTBE, MEIJICHHO OpEIN BIEpEN, 1Mo e/1-
Ba pa3MUMMON TpOIe, HE 3aMedasi HUKOr0 U HUYEro BOKPYT,
IIPY 3TOM, YTO-TO TIOCTOSIHHO OOpMOTas cede TojT HOC.

«M-ga..., HaBepHOE, OH CUJIbHO YCTaJl, U JaBHO HUYETO HU €1.
benonara!» — caenan npennonoxenue Xsoct. IIpsAyace 3a Ky-
CTaMu, CTaJl BHUMATEJIbHO CJIEIUTH 3a He3HaKoMIileM. Perast nis
cebsl, OTKPBITh €My CBOE MPHUCYTCTBUE WU JTy4ille OOOUTH TOTO
CTOPOHOM, TaK Ha BCSIKUU ClTy4yai, BAPYT OH HE OJIMH.

Ho ne ycnien XBocT NpUHSTSH 151 ces1 Kakoe-JTu00 pellieHue,
KaK 13 OMKaiIero HU3KOpOoCIoro, HO TYCTOTO JIECKa BHICKOYH-
JI YETBEPO JIOXMAThIX, MHOTOPYKUX M HEOPEIKHO OJIETHIX B pa3-
JIMYHOE TPsAMbE, He3HaKomIla. M HacTpoeHbl OHM ObUTH BechMa
arpeccMBHO. B uX BojiocaThix pykax, IPO3HO CBEPKAJIM OIPOM-
HBIE CTAPUHHBIE, HO OCTpble HOXU. CIIOBHO AMKHUE U KaKAYIIHE
KpOBU O€CTUU, HAJIETEeIM Ha OJMHOKOro, Cl1adoro MyTHHUKA W,
OKPY’KMB, OTPE3aJI1 €My BCE IyTU K OTCTYILICHUIO.

[1yTHUK, B CBOIO OU€pe/ib, IEpecTall ENnTaTh U 3aMep OT CTpa-
xa. [IpuHANICAa KpyTUTB TOJIOBOM IO CTOPOHAM, €ILE HAZIEACH CIa-



CTHCB OETCTBOM, JIJIsI 9TOrO TPeOOBAIOCh CPOUHO HAWTHU XOTh Ma-
nennyo nazeiky. OIUH U3 HaMaJaBIINX, TOT, YTO OBUT OTPOM-
HBIX pa3MepoB, C MOIIHBIMUA PyKaMH, OYEBHUIHO, SIBJISUICS TJa-
BapéM B OaHjie, MOJHEC CBOM HOX K Illee He3HAKOMIA. XBOCT,
Ha TAaKOM PaCCTOSTHUU, HE MOT CJIBIIATh, O YEM OHM pa3roBapH-
BaJIM, HO CMBICT U Oe3 3Toro ObUT emMy ToHsATeH. [lapHs YuKHYT
1o 111ee, U OTOePYT y Hero BCE, YTO MPECTaBIsIeT XOTh MaJlei-
HIYI0 IIEHHOCTh B TOM MUPE, UM TOTO XYXe, JKePTBY 10 CBOEMY
OOBIKHOBEHUIO CheaisT. M Halll repoil, MTHOBEHHO, PUHSLIT BEp-
HOE pellieHre BMelarbesi. EMy, mouemy-To, CTano xkajako 3TOro
CTpaHHOTro 4YesioBeka. Jla v KTo, eClii He OH, IOMOXET OeTHOMY
CTpaHHUKY?!

— 3! Cupilb, TEN0! — BO BCE TOPII0 3aKpruyasl XBOCT, BBIXOIS
U3 CBOETO YKPBITHS, 00paIiasich K 370POBSIKY HA COBPEMEHHOM
sI3BIKE ATOrO Mupa. — 5 K Tebe oOpamaock, TBaps! Thl u€, B Ha-
Type, B yIlu Oayemibcsi? — rpOMUiIa, HEXOTsl, TOBEPHY K HEMY
rosioBy. — [la! Jla, Tl rp€baHoe Teo, 51 K Tebe odpararch!

Pa300iHUK, eXUIHO YIIBIOHYJICS, TIOHUMAs, YTO Y HErO Cero-
JIHsI CaMblil CYACT/IMBBIA J€Hb. [IBYX JIOXOB 3a OAWH JIEHb, EMY
eIl€ HUKOTAa He MTPUXOUIIOCh YOUBaTh, 00UMIIAs UX JI0 MOCTE-
HEN HUTKU.

— To1 mpuAYpOK, B HaTYpe, BoBpeMs noarped! Moxerb, cpa-
3y JOCTaBaTh BCe, UTO y TeOs1 BajisieTcsl B kKapMmaHax ! Eciv xxuth
0XO0Ta! — OH CMaYyHO CILUTIOHYJI B TPaBy, TMKHYJ1. BTopas mapa pyk,
cBOOO/IHASI B TY MUHYTY, MOTEPIA JIAJIONIN, a JieBasi pyKa Iep-
BOU Maphbl KPENKO CXBATHJIa 32 IIIMBOPOT JOOBIUY, a MpaBasi pyka



yOpasa HOX OT UCITyTaHHOTO MapHs ¥ HaBeJla OCTPOe Jie3Bue, Ha
HE3BaHOI0 I'OCTSl.

XBOCT ILENT MEJIEHHO U CIIOKOIHO, CJIOBHO HMYEro CTpalll-
HOT'O B JIaHHO€ MIHOBEeHHUe He npoucxonuio. OcranbHble, Tpoe
YeTBEPOPYKUX rpadbuTesieil, C MpOKe3aMH Ha TOJIOBaX, BHIITyUYeH-
HBIMHU KaK y PaKkOB I71a3aMH, JIa BUCSYMMH OOpOAAaBKaMH Ha IIie-
SIX, C/IeNIAJIA HECKOJIbKO I1aroB B CTOPOHY roctsi. OH ke, OCTaHo-
BUJICS JIMIIIb TOT/IA, KOTJIA OCTPhIA KOHUMK CTAJILHOTO JIPEBHETO
KJIMHKA, YIIEPCS €My B TPY/Ib.

— Uygak, ormyctu napasi. OH, 05151, 6e300uanbIi. [la 1 0YeHb
Oenen! — ynmpidasich, 3aropopui Koos.

— 10T, TpEXIa3blil, MOM! — 3apblyayl YETHIPEXPYKUU 3710-
poBsik. — U Tbl, Toxke MOH! — U CUJIbHEE MpUKAT HOXK, K Tey
XBOCTa, OCTPBIIl KOHYMK KOTOPOTO, MPOTKHYJI 3arOPeIyl0 KOXY
CMeJIb4aKa, MOCMEBILIEro OPOCUTh EMY BbI30B, U TOHEHBKUH PY-
4ye€K KpoBM BbITeK U3 paHKU. Ho XBocT, mo-npexHeMy octaics
HEBO3MYTUM. Ha MOTHBIX pokax OCTaJIbHBIX TOJIOBOPE3OB, IMO-
SIBUJIKCH JIMKHE, HO IOBOJIbHBIE YXMBLTKY IIOHUMAHUSI, UTO KEPT-
BE JIeBaThCsl HeKyaa. AMOaJl, IIeTMKOM YBJIEKCS HAIJIeIIOM U OT-
MYCTHJI BOPOT CBEKENONMAHOW JOOBIYH.

HeoxuaaHHBIA TPEXTIA3bIA MOIMYyTUYNK, HEMHOTO PacciabuJI-
Csl, pelliB, YTO Ha KAKOEe-TO BPEMs €ro OCTaBWJIA B IOKOE U
MOXHO MOIBITaThCS CIACTUCh caMoMy. TpeTHil 11a3, CJI0BHO I0-
Jy4uJI 3aJIlaHKe, paJI0CTHO 3aMOpraj, ObICTPO UIIA MOAXOISIIHIA
MOMEHT JJIsl TTo0era, HO ¢ HarjbIM MOCTOSTHCTBOM, BCE Bpemsi
BO3BpALIAJICS K HE3HAKOMILY, PELIMBILIEMY 3aCTYIUTHCA 3a €ro



MIEPCOHY, a [JBA JPYTUX, IPUCTATIBHO CJEIMIN 32 MPOJOTKEHUEM
cOOBITU U 32 TpaduTesiMu. B 3TOM MUpe, Tako TOCTYIIOK JI0-
POro CTOWT.

— BBIK, MO3bIpb HA HETO BHUMATEJIBHO. JTO CTPaHHOE, Ka-
Koe-To Tejo. OH He TakoM, Kak BCe Mbl. Y HEro JBe pyKH, JABe
HOTH, JBa IJa3a, ABa yxa. /la oH ypon, Kakou-To! — BOCKJIMK-
HYJI OJIMH 13 F0JIOBOPE30B U 3aKATWJICS TUKUM CMEXOM, KOTOPBIM
MOXHO YCJIBIIIATh JIMIIb B ICUXUATpU4ecKou Jeuebnuie. — bis!
B Harype ypon!

— Mouu ypona! — BBIKpUKHYJ BTOpOW OaH[HT.

— Xa! B Harype! TbI € O1is1, ypon? — pacIuibiBasich B YJIbIO-
Ke, 0OHaskasi CBOM THUJIbIE YEpHBIE 3yObl, cKazas buik. — Thl KTO,
BOOOIIIE, TAKOM?

— 4, denoBek. Pycckuid 4enoBeK, — CIOKOMHO OTBETHI
XBocT. — §1 ObI MOMpPoCKII Bac, yopath CBOU I'PsI3HbIC pyKH! DTOT
MOJIOJION YeJloBeK, Oe33aluTeH u oueHb OeseH. M MHe Tak Ka-
JKETCsl, OH JIJIsl Bac, He MPEJACTaBJIsIeT HUKAKOro MHTepeca. Bo
BCEX CMBICJIaX, ITOTO CJIOBA! — OH Mepenien Ha BHICOKUU CJIOT.

Tpéxrnassil caynai, OTKPBIB POT.

— Th u€, majmna oxpe... — OoMblIIe, OH YK€ HUYEro, CKa3aTb
HE yCIieJ, OCTPbIN HOX, MOSIBUBLIUICS HEBEIOMO OTKY/Ia B pyKax
HE3HAKOMIIA, ITPOLIETICS CBOMM OCTPBIM JIE3BUEM ITO ropity baika.
U ToT, ¢ AMKUM, rPOMKO OYJIbKAIOIIAM X PUIIOM, XBaTasiCh BCEMU
pyKam# 3a ropJio, pyxHyJ B TpaBy. OcTtajibHble pa300OMHHKH, 3a-
MEPJIM OT HEOKUJAAHHOCTU. TaKOM MPBITU SIBHO HE OKUIATIH.

[IyTHHK BBIMYYMJI BCE CBOM TPH IVla3a, U APOKAIIEU PyKOU



MPOBEN MO TOMY MECTY, IJle COBCEM HEIaBHO, HAXOIWJICS HOX
MECTHOT'O TPaOUTeIsl, OTUYETIMBO MPECTABUB ceOe, UTO TOKE Ca-
MO€e MPOM30IILIO OBl M C HAM, He BMeIlaics 3TOT yenoBek. Ho
miest Obuta 1ena. M 3To 3HaYmso, 4to OH eIg KuB.

«DTOT MPUIYPOK, YEPTOBCKU OBICTP!» — MOTYMaJI OH MPO Ce-
Os1.

— Vponpl, népraiite mo-xoporemy, oka s 1oOpsbli! — mpes-
JIOKWJI UM XBOCT, HO TpaOuTeNn, OKa3aJIuch He U3 POOKOro Jie-
csaTka. U HaBepHsKa, KaXIblil U3 HUX, METUJ HA MECTO CBOETO
I71aBapsi MoCyie ero CMepPTH, KOHEYHO. A JIMJEPCTBO, NIE HYKHO
J0Ka3aTth. BoT Tenepn, OHU, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI KHHYThCSI Hay-
TEK, KaK UM ObLJIO BEKJIMBO MIPEJIOKEHO, TYphOOil HAOPOCUIIUCH
Ha Harsena, MoCMeBIIero pUcKHyTh, OTOUTD Y OaH b1 J0ObIay. U
3apa3 ITOT JIOX, HE IOJKEH JOCTAThCSI MPHITKOMY.

[MepBoro, XBoCT MTHOBEHHO BCTPETUJI TIPSIMBIM YIapOM HOTH
B rpyab. BropoMy, Bpe3an KyJakoM B YeJIOCTb, 3I0POBSIK Clie-
Janm 060pOT BOKPYT CBOEW OCH, M PyXHYJ Oe3 CO3HAaHUs B Tpa-
By. TpeTwii, ObUT OCTAHOBJIEH OCTPHIM HOXOM, ITPOMIOPOB TOJIO-
BOpE3Y KeJyJOK 1 MOKeTyI0uHYyI0 xene3y. Ham necom nmponéc-
csl pEB paHEeHOro 3Bepsi, OAHIUT OIYCTUJICS B TPaBy, PSAOM CO
CBOUM IJIaBapEM.

B cnenyiomnyio cekyHy, ero KIMHOK CIesal HECKOJIBKO 000-
POTOB B BO3[yXE, ¥ IIPOH3UJI TPY/lb MIEPBOTO MAPHS, YCIICBILETO
yke MOAHSThS C 3eMJIM, U TOTOBOIO KMHYThCSI HA CBOEro OOUI-
yrka. [locnennuii u3 rpabutesneil, OCTaBIII MOMBITKY MOAHSITHCS
Ha HOTH, UCTIOJNIb3Y$ BCE CBOM YETHIPE PYKH W JIBE HOTH JJISI T10-



IIBITKY K OETCTBY, HA KapavKax MOMOJI3, MSTSCh 33710M K OJTHKaii-
M Kycram. Ho XBocCT, Ipecek 3Ty NONbITKY, MPBITHYJI K HEMY
Y JIOBKUM JBUKEHUEM PYK, CBEpHYI IIEIO0.

— Cobake, co0aubsi CMEpThb, — TUXO MPOOypUai oH. — f, pen-
Jlaraj rno-xopouemy. . . Tol, oTkazascs. .. Tak yto, npoctu. .. Thi,
chesas CBOM BBIOOD. ..

Ornsiencsi. Hukto u3 Bparos, 0osibliie He meBesuics. He3na-
KOMell, BbITAIWI U3 MEPTBOIO TeJla CBOM HOX, BBITEP JIE3BUE O
TPaBy, U JIOBKO CIIPSITAJl B PyKaB.

— Yro npyr, obpenanca? — APYKECKH CHPOCKIT XBOCT Y TO-
nyTyrka. — He 6ouch, OHU y)Xe HUKOTO He TPOHYT.

— Ara. A Thl, OTKyJa TYT B3suicsi? — BMECTO OJIarofapHOCTH,
CHPOCUJT Iy THHUK.

— [puén. Tel, 30€Ch KUBENID?

— Her. 4 cBo6omHOE TENO!

I'ne MHe XUTD,

Kak MHe kuThb,

Tospko MOE Aelo. ..

I'ne mue xparts,

['ne mue cparb,

Tonbko Moé aeno!

— He nonsan?! — Koss, BHUMaTEJIbHO MOCMOTPEN HA HE3Ha-
KOMIIa, TPUIIYPUB IJ1a3a.

— 4, Ctuxorui€er!

— Kro?

— UYe¢, ne Bpybaembca? Ctuxu mietry! — CTUXOIIIET BHUMA-



TEJIbHO [TOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOETO CHIACUTEJIsl, U BUAS Y TOTO B IJ1a3ax
SIBHBIA MHTEPEC K €r0 POy 3aHATHIA, HE CTaJl JIOMaTbCsl, POAOJI-
*ui1, — Bor nocnymaii:

41 xores Obl ONTH,

Ho, He 3Ha10 nyTtn!

Tak 3auem xe uaTy,

Konb He 3Haemb mytu?

N nve Hanmo uary,

Pa3, He 3Haemb nmyTu!

A KOJ1b, CBOIO 3Ha€Illb TPOILY,

To, Tbl, HE JIEHSCh, BCTaHb MOYTPY,

BocbkiMu HOramu BO X0JIOJHY pocy,

W wau, n uay npssiMUKOM, IO TPOIIE,

Ko cBoen, JparoneHHou U HeHarsagHou meure !

— 4, B aTOM 1u10xo nonumawo... Ho B 1enom, Bpoae Huve-
ro tak... lennsger... Jlyyie, 1aBail OCMOTPUM COOEPKUMOE UX
KapMaHOB! — XBOCT yKazaJl pyKoH, Ha rpadureneit, — [ sauib,
HaiaEéM napy MoHeT. HblHue, OHM 3TUM rOBHIOKaM HU K 4emy,
MOCKOJIbKY OTITPABUJIUCH K MPAOTIIAM. . .

— Tsl naBait 6azapb, HA HOPMAJILHOM SI3bIKE. A TO Jierneyellb,
Xep TIOUMH Y€,

- Ye?

— Bazapuib O6pef Kakoi-To.

— Kro?

— Ha 11! K10 X emg.

— A! — Ham repout ycmexHyics, — Tak 310 Pycckuit A3bIK, 4n-



CTHII, OOTaThIM U KpacKBbIi. Bripoyem, ga magHo! — XBOCT Max-
HYJ1 pykou, — Hy:HO nBUratbcs nansiie. 30eCh re-To, JOKHA
OBbITh TaBEpHA.

— 41 mory nokazarb. Eciiu Tbl He TpoTuB Moel komnanuu. Ho
KOBBUIATH JO HEE, € JIEHb U HOYb.

— Hy, nouum 4ro u.

Moroaple 0aM JBUHY/IUCH BOEpEA. XBOCT 1Iaraia BCieq 3a
CBOMM TMOMYTYMKOM, TBITAsICh MOHATb, B YEM CyTh €r0 CTHXO-
TIeTCTBa. XOPOIIIO 3TO WM TUIOXO, M HYXKHO JIM 3TO BOOOIIIE KO-
My-HUOY/Ib. A TO, UTO UCKaJI OH, HY)XHO Jii KoMy ? U Ha 3TOT BO-
IIPOC, OH TaK K€ He 3HaJI OTBET, HO B IIyOWHE JTyIIH, HAJCSIICS,
YTO KOPHM CBOETO HApOja, JA0JIKEH 110 JIoOoMy HaiT. U ctuxu,
€CJIM OHU €CTh, 3HAUUT, KOMY-TO TOXE HYKHbI!

— Teno, kak Te0s1 30ByT? — KoJis, cIrycTst yac Xomp0Obl, CIIPOCHIT
CBOETO CJIyYalHOTrO MOMyTYHKA.

— Bopbka. boppka CTUXOMIET, — 3a/1bIXasICh OT OBICTPOM XOJIb-
ObI, OTBETHJI IIONMYTYMK HEMTPUBBIKIITNI K TAKOMY TEMITY XOIbOBI.

— 4, Konsa XBocruk. M mpocto XBoct. Ckopo Beuep. [pen-
Jjlaraioo, OCTaHOBUTbCSl Ha Hower. Thl kak? He nmpotus?

— Kro, 2?7 Cornnacen! be3 6! — B 1oKa3aTeIbCTBO CBOUX CJIOB,
OH TYT e CBIWJICS B TPaBy, pa30pOcaB B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI PYKHU
Y HOTU. — A TBI UTO, B HaType ypoa? f qymas, 4ro BCe TaKue yxe
JTABHO BCE MEPEI0XJIN.

— Kak Buaounib, HeT. S yesloBek.

— A nouemy Thbl, HE TaKOW Kak Bce? — He yHuMavicsi bopsi.

— Mmr1 Beerna. ... Bnpouewm, He BaxkHO. JKpatBa y TeOs1 ecTh?



[To-moemy, s 3ps cripocud, na?

— Ara, neppMOBBIH Boripoc. f myct, 6oc 1 roi. Eciii Hy)HO, TO
MOTY CMOTaTbCs Ha 0X0Ty. Ho cpasy roBopio, U3 MeHsi XpeHOBBIN
OXOTHUK.

— Torpa pa3Boau OroHb, a 51 YTO-HUOYH PUHECY.

- Ok.

[Tocnie CKpOMHOTO YKMHA, Ty TeIIECTBEHHUKH, BbIHYKICHHbIE
WATH BMECTE, 3aBAIMJIMCh CHaTh OKOJIO JIOTOpAoIIEro KOCTpa.
Houb BeIIasIach XOJNIOQHOM, a CyXasl TpaBa TOpUT OBICTPO U JaéT
MaJso teruia. Ho M noBesno, napHu HAlUIA CTapoe KOCTPUIIIE,
e OKa3aJuCh MPWJIMYHbIE 3arachl 1poB. B oroHs Obl1a Gporiie-
Ha napa OOJBIIMX YyPOK, KOTOPBIX XBaTHJIO HA BCIO HOUb. B Mu-
pe, B KOTOPOM k11 XBOCT U CTUXOIUIET, 3UM HE CYILECTBOBAJIO,
HO HOYM OBUIH MPOXJIAJHBIMUA U KOCTED, TTOUYTH BCET/IA, SIBJISUICS
HEOThEMJIEMON YacCThIO CTPAaHHUKOB. Eciii, KOHEUHO, ObLIIO YeM
€ro pa3BecTH.

...Jlumb K yTpy, kap Havyan yracatb. HouHOl Betep mpuHEC
Y3 CTENH MOPLHUIO X0J0a. XBOCT PE3KO OTKpbUI IMa3a. OH X0-
TeJI TIOAKUHYTh eni€ JPOB, HO BOKPYT OblTa Oesast OecKpaiHsis
nyctbiHs. [lo3anu, nocneimancs xpyct u ckpur. [lapens o6ep-
HyJscs. Ha kpato mponacry, crosa aeByiika. OHa CTosiia K Hemy
CIUHOWM, TIHITAsICh OCTOPOKHO 3arJISTHYTh B O€3JOHHYIO ITPOMACTb.
VY camoro kpasi oOpbiBa O€JbIid MECOK ObLT M3PSIHO YTOITaH,
CJIOBHO Ha HEM HEIaBHO OOPOJUCH.

— ...pa-a, Thl 1OJKHA BepHYThCs! Thl, JOMKHA KHU-UTh! — 1O-
CJIBILLIAJICS TTOCJIEIHUN KPUK U3 MPOMNACTH, MPEkIe YeM OTTY/a,



JIOHECJTUCh IBa TIIyXUX yaapa.

— ['opbl, MaTh TBOIO, NPOKJISATHIE TOPBI! — 3aKpHUYasIa IEBYIIKA
13 TIOC/EIHUX CHII Maas Ha KOJIEHHU.

3emuisl 3ajposkana Moj Horamu. XBOCT CTOSUI U CMOTpE
Ha JIEBYIIIKY, HE B COCTOSIHUM OTBECTH B3IJISiT OT MPEKPACHOM
HEe3HaKOMKU. OH He BUJIEJ, KaK Ha HUX CBEPXY HECJIACh OrPOM-
Hasl CHeXHasl JaBuHA. JIeByIKa B KpacHOW KypTKe OOepHY/Iach
Y y’Kac 3aCTbl Ha €€ MpeKpacHoM Juunke. HesHakoMka He pas-
IyMbIBasi 3aKMHYJIa 32 CIIUHY CBOHM PIOK3aK M MoOekajia BHU3,
CTapasCh YWTU OT JICTAIIEW JIaBUHBL. [IeBUYMI CHUITYIT, MOYTH
CKpBUICS 32 OJVKaMIIel CKaJIOH, KOTjia JJaBUHa HaKpbljla X 000-
MX U BCE UTO HAXOAWUJIOCh psAAOM. 3akpyTuio, 3aBepreno! Ilo-
Hecno Kyaa-to! Ho B mocneanuii mur, Kosst Bctperuics ¢ je-
BYIIKOM B3MIsIAOM. U B Tyxe CeKyHIy, OTPOMHBIN, COBEpIIICH-
HO MJIAJKUI KaMEHb, TPUHECEHHBIN OTKYJAa-TO CBEPXY JIAaBUHOM,
yaapuJ ero 1o pyke.

— A-a-a-a! — 3akpuyas XBOCT, UyBCTBY#, KaK OTCBIXa€T pyKa.

— 2u, Tol Yyero Bonuiib?! — Kons ycnpliman 3HakoMbld rosoc,
Y OTKpbUI [M1a3a. CBETWIIO, €/1Ba MOKa3aJI0Ch U3-32 TOPU30OHTA. —
PexyT, uro in?

CoH otctynu, ocnadiisisi CBOIO XBAaTKY, OCTaBJIsisi MOJIOJOTO
yeJIoBeKa B MOKOeE.

— CoH... DT0... OBUI COH, — CKOpee it ceOsl, HeXKeIl OTBe-
yas Ha BOIIPOC HOBOT'O 3HAKOMOTO, Mpou3HEC XBocT. — Ho 1, eé
BHUJIEJI... DTHU I71a3a. ..

- Ye?



— Bcé tun-ror.

— Yygak, Tak He oieT! — Bopst, cen pssaom ¢ Hum. — Tei 0115,
BYepa criac Moo 3ajHuIty. U s, B Hatype, 00s13aH TeOe TTOMOYb.
Tl 60nTaHU MHE, 4TO TeOe 3a XepHsI CHUTCS, a TaM, MO3bIPUM
Y€ K Yemy.

— Mwm... — XBocCT Ha cekyHAy 3agymalcs. [Ipy3eu y Hero oco-
60 He ObUTO. [la M He TIPUBBIK OH JETUTCS HAOOJEBIINM C KEM
nonasio. Ho He3Hakomily, moyemy-To, BCerja jerdye paccka3arb O
cBoelt Oezie wim podiiemMe, yeM 3HaKoMOMY 4esioBeky. Emy ca-
MOMY, HECKOJIBKO pa3, B BOHIOUMX U 3ara)k€HHbIX TABEPHAX, [IPU-
XOJIUJIOCh BBICIYIIIMBATH IbsSIHbIE UCTIOBEAM MOCETUTENIEN, KOTO-
pble OH, Kak MpaBWJIO, yke 3a0blBaj HA CIEAYIONINIA JeHb. «A
BIPYT, U BIPaBay MOMOXET?» — MEJIbKHYJIO B MO3ry, U XBOCT
pELI HE MPOTUBUTHCS U PaccKa3aTh BCE CBOEMY IMOIYTYHKY,
a MOXET HOBOMY TOBApHIIly, OT HEro He yOyjeT, a BApPYT, 3TOT
CTUXOIUIET, ¥ BIPaBAYy OKaXeTCs MoJie3HbIM. — MHe cHUTCS Oa-
0a... Kpacusas 6a0a...

— I'oBopu apyrum s3pikom! — 3anporecroBan CTUXOIUIET, —
KOTOPBIM Thl BUepa unpukai. OH MHe noHpaswics! U s, nouru
BcE noHumarw! — nonpocui bopsi, — bis, ecnu He pa3depycs, TO
Thl IOMOXeENIb. [lepeBeaciib.

— Y1y, — comtacwicsa XBocT, — [Iodty Kax 1yl HOUYb MHE CHUT-
cs neymika. OHa CTOUT Ha OEJIOM IecKe. ... A BOKpYT, OOJIbIIHe
Takue KaMHU. OueHb OOJIbIIKE. . .

— D10 BCE? — NMOMHTEPECOBAJICS HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIN, KOTIa
XBOCT 3aMOJTYAJL.



— OHa, UX Kak-To Ha3Baja... I3..., — MapeHb Hampsr Joo, —
HET TU... IO, T0.... A! ['opbl! — He caepxkuBasi CBOUX IMOLUU,
3aKprAyal XBOCT.

—Tl'opei?! — 1 Bops, ¢ cepbE3HBIM BUAOM, HE CIIela JOCTal U3
KapMaHa HeOOJIBIIION KJIOYOK Oymaru, CJIOKEHHBIN B HECKOJIBKO
pas. PazBepHyi ero, 4yTh JPOTHYBILEN PYKOU, ¥ TIOKA3aJI CBOEMY
CMIACUTENI0. — DTH, UTO JU? — OH TKHYJ NaJIbIEM, B OOPHIBOK.

XBOCT OepekHO B3sUl KJIOUYOK M3 PYK MOMyTYMKA, W JIUIIb
MEJIbKOM B3IVIsIHY/T Ha Hero. Tyna, Kyna TKHyn nanbuem bops,
Oymara ObUla OKpaiieHa B KOPUYHEBBIM W TEMHO-KOPUYHEBBIH
uBeT. Huxe 1 Bblllle, pacnionaraauch 3eJ€HbIE yYaCTKH, UCTIEIN-
PEHHBbIE CHHUMHU W3BWJIMCTBIMU JIMHUSIMHU.

— «KaBkasckue ropbi», — IpouuTan XBOCT U C HAJIEKIOU IO~
cmotpen Ha Ctuxoréra. — 1o oHu? Thl, Tam ObLT?

— Her, — orBetun bops.

— Torna, TbI OTKyz1a 3Haelb?

— Cawm, He 3Haw. [IpocTo, 3HaI0 U BCE.

— A 370... 4TO 32 Oymara?

— Kapra. He cnpammBaii, 4To 3TO Takoe, 1 caM HUXpPEHA He
3Hat! [ 3pIpKHYJ Ha HeE, U cpasy Bpyousics, 3To Kapra. ['oBopsT,
YTO 3TO, U3-3a MOET0 TPETHErO IJ1a3a. . .

— Tol 3Haem, roe ux uckath? — XBOCT BECh 3aeprajics, OT
HeTeprieHus] OPOCUTHCSI HA TIOWCKH, STUX 3araJIoYHbIX U BENU-
YECTBEHHBIX KAMHEM, CO CTPAaHHbIM Ha3BaHUeM «Kaskaszckue 20-
pul», ¥ TIOBEPHYBILIENCS K HEMY NepeoM yaade, B jiuie CTuxo-
IJIETA.



— Wnm Tak, uroO0s1 CBETUIIO, yTPOM TOpYaJio y Tesl cieBa, a
BeuepoM cripaBa. Kaxercs, 310 Ha3biBaeTcs «tor». [pyxuine, s
He 3Halo, Tak 3T0 UK HeT. Ho Tak, cyka, roBOpuT 3Ta rpébaHas
Kapra!

OHu BABOEM, MPUHSLIUCH C HEMOA/IE/IbHBIM UHTEPECOM, U3Y-
9yaTh OOPBHIBOK HEKOrga OOJBIION KapThl. XBOCT YMTAJ, HEYETO
He3Hayalue /j1s1 Hero Ha3BaHUsl peK, TOPOIOB U MOCEJIeHUH 1o-
ruliei [MBUIM3AIIMY U C KaJHOCTHIO BIUTHIBAT UX HAUMEHO-
Banus: KucinoBonck, peka Jlaba, Matikor, Ycrb-JIaOMHCK, peka
Ky6anb, pexa benas, [Jomb6aii, peka Tepek, [maBubiii KaBkas-
ckuil xpebeT, ropa Pumr, nepesan Asui-Tay, 1 MHOrO emg ye-
ro, a bops, nbITasncs NoHsATh, C MOMOIIBIO CBOETO TPETHETO 1J1a3a,
YTO OHU 3HAyarT.

— $I HeMHOro BU/EN KHUT, U Jaxe npounTan ux Bce. Ho Ta-
KX Oymar, si He BCTpeyall... WK, — OH 3aJyMaJiCsl, U yKe 4e-
pe3 MIHOBEHUE MPOJIOJIKUI, — KaKeTcsl, s1 BCTpedall YTO-TO TO-
xoxee. [To-moemy, Ha cteHe Buceso. .. Tam TeMHo ObL10. .. Mory
Y OIIAOUTHCS. ...

—I'ne? — Hacrana odepenp 3aroperbes riaszam bopuca Henon-
JeJIbHBIM UHTEPECOM. — Pacckaxu, s XOuy TOe IIOCMOTPETh Ha
Hux. [laneko orciona?

XBOCT KOPOTKO, HO OY€Hb JOXOTUMBO, He 3a0bIBas yNOMsI-
HYTb BCE€ NIPUMETHI, paccKa3all, Kak HaWTH MpoBaJl, IJe OH ObLI
elll€ JBOE CYTOK ToMy Ha3aj. M moka3aj HOBOMy TOBapululy TO,
4yTO cam Hawesn TaM. L{BeTHble kKapTuHKY, Bei3Bad y bopu Ctu-
XOIUIETA OK. OH C BEIMKUM TPENETOM ITPUHSIICA UX paccMar-



pUBaTh, KaK CaMylo JIOPOTYIO M PEIKYIO PEIMKBUIO MUpPa, MYCTh
Jla’ke KaHYBIIIETO B HEOBITHE.

— OHHu... Bce COOXJIM, — TUXO U T'PYCTHO CKaszasl OH, — B OI-
HE... U BCE MUChbMEHA Ha KapTe, Toxe MepTBbl. CaMu KapThl TOXE
MEPTBBI. .. DTO KapThl IPyroro mMupa.... A monei youm. Cro-
PEeJIv 3aKUBO, OT CUJIBHOTO OTHSI. .. B3PBIBA. ..

— 1 3Ha0, — XBOCT OepekHO 3aBepHY.I oTorpacdun 0OpaTHO
B TMAKeT U chpsTan B KapMmaH. — Em€, s tam, Hamén OyThUIKY.
Hymato, e€ XBaTuT, 4TOOBI HAM 3aIUIATUTh 32 XOPOIIUNA HOUJIer
Y KPaTBY.

Bopst onoO6puTenbHO KMBHYJI, COTTIAIASICH CO CJIOBAMHU HOBOTO
Jpyra, ¥ BepHYJ OyTbUIKY XO35IMHY.

— Ham nopa,

Yanars Tyga,

I'e Hac ¢ TOOOM, HUKTO HE XKOET. ..

['ne mupa,

Tyras HuTb,

[TpeBparmaercs B KIyOOK,

I'ne Th1 — MOTOK,

N g — moToK,

Jpy>xHO mpeBpaiiaeMcs B Tyrou Kiyook ! — ckazan bopst Ctu-
XOIUIET U MOJHSIICA Ha HOTH, — K Bedyepy nokoBbuisieM. OTBeval.

— OnmyHo! — 0nOOPUTETLHO KUBHYJI XBOCT, U MOCIIEI0BAI
32 MOMYTYUKOM. — A CKOJIBKO, /10 HUX UATU? — TYT XK€ CHPOCUI
Kons, Tak u He 1aB IpyUayMaTh, HOBYIO CTPOUKY CBOEMY IOIYT-
4yuky. — Jlo rop.



— Homnro.

Mononpie monu, Oonbilie He MPOPOHWIM HU cnoBa. CTHXO-
IUIET IOMMaJl YJAYHYI0 MBICJIb M 3alENMBIINCh 3a HEE, COUMHSLIT
HOBBIM CTHX, a XBOCTa LEJIMKOM IOIIOTWIM Tropbl. PaHTazus,
pasryJsBIIAsACSA HA T'OJIOAHBIN KEJYJIOK, YHECHA €r0 B JAJEKHe
neOpu, pucyst CKa30UHbIe KAPTHHKH. . .

[IyTp siexkan, Mo MpUJIMYHO HATONTAHHOU TPOIE, CKBO3b I'y-
CTyI0 yaly KycTOB, U ocTpblx Komouek. Korma Cserusno koc-
HYJIOCh KPOMKHM 3€MJIM, IIyTELIECTBEHHUKHN YCTaBILUE, UCKOJIO-
ThIE OCTPBIMU, KaK WMIJIbI IIIMIIAMU JAUKON PO3bl, YBUIENIN BIIEPE-
oy HeOosbinoe mocenenre. OHO TPENCTaBsIo co00N yapyyda-
oumi Bu. HecKonbko yleneBInX MATUITAXHBIX JIOMOB, €I
COXPaHMBLIMX CEPbI LIBET CUIIMKATHOTO KMUPIIMYA, PACHIONIOKH-
JICB C JBYX CTOPOH, HA OJIHOU €AVHCTBEHHOM yaule. OKHa, 1o-
BCEMECTHO 3USBIIME YEPHBIMU AbIPAMU, TaK IPUTATUBAJIM K CE-
6e B3I/ XBOCT BIJISIbIBAJICS, IIBITASICH PA3/INYUTh B HUX, XOTh
Kakoe-HUOy/Ib k1Boe cyiecTBo. OH yke JaBHO MyTeIleCTBOBA
110 MUPY, Y MOBU/IaJI MHOTO Pa3HBbIX CTPAHHBIX CYILECTB, HO HU-
KOI/1a, HE TEPSUT HAJEKAbl, BCTPETUTCS C YEJIOBEKOM, TAKUM KakK,
crapuk JIIoOOMUp U KakuM Tenepb cTajl caM, oOpe3aB ceOe 3TOT
Aypankuii XBocT. Tex, KOro oH 3HaJj, ObUTH CTapbl U ykKe MOKHU-
HYJIW, STOT I'PELIHbI MHUP.

[lox HOoramm 3axpycrena Kykajlka, HEBECTb OTKY/a MOSBUB-
mascs 3aeck. [lapeHs npuce, U cTan BHUMATENIBHO €€ OCMaTpH-
BaTh. OHa ObLIa cTapasi ¥ yke MOYTH COBCEM MOpOCIIast TPAaBOM.
CyMepkH Crylaamch, U TpaTUTh BPEMs Ha U3Yy4EHUE MYCOPHOU



KyuH, OH He ctajl. CIUTIOHYJI C JOCa/Ibl, U OBICTPO JOTHAJI CBOETO
MOy TYMKA.

Eié HecKkoJIbKO MUHYT XOAbOBI, U TyTHUKHU CTOSUIA MEX JIBY-
MsI IepBbIMU JoMaMu. MecTHBIN apomar, ObUT Kak BCer/ia Heroj-
paxaem. BoHb cTasyia Takasi, YTO Ha4aJIU CIe3uThes miasa. [lax-
JIO, TYXJIBIM M$ICOM, IUIECEHBIO, JEPbMOM U MCIPAXKHEHUSIMU
MECTHBIX KOIIIeK, COOaK M He TIOMMM BOOOIIIE KOTO.

— Hy, tuna, 6iuH, npuniménanu! — BocKIMKHYT bopsi, Mop-
1ach OT MECTHOI'O apomara.

XBOCT, HUYEro eMy He orBeTvsl. OH He pa3, MOoCelal Takue
MeCTa, ¥ 3HaJI, YTO 37€ECh, MO-APYroMy He MaxHeT. 3aTo HEeIIo-
X0 FOTOBST, ¥ O4EHb MHOTO KEJIAIOIINX,, TOKUBUTHCS BAIlIM KO-
IIeJIbKOM, a0kl TIOTOM, 3/IeCh € M IMOTPAaTUTh HarpadieHHOe
J06po.

— Hu onna tBapw, He OpoauT, — rpycTHO B3M0XHYJI CTHUXO-
11ET, — VI BoHb cTouT y)xacHas! Harpoub, Bce yMHbIE MBICIIU OT-
OuBas!

XBOCT M 3Ty peruimKy octaBml Oe3 BHUMaHusA. OH cpa3y co-
o0Opa3uil, 4YTO ero HOBbIM 3HAKOMBIU, HUKOT/IA 3/IeCh He ObL, T0-
3TOMY €My MPUILLIOCh AAJIbHEUIIINIA [TOMCK TABEPHBI B3ATh Ha Ce-
0s1.

—Tyna! — ykazas OH pyKou, Ha CTOSIIITYIO BTOPOU ITATUITAKKY.

— ThI, OTKyJa 3HaCIb? — YCOMHUJICS B IIPABHJIBHOCTH BBIOOpA
HarnpasieHus bopsi.

— A TBI OTKY/1a 3HAEIIb, CI0/IA JOPOTY ? — OTBETUII OH BOIIPOCOM
Ha BOMPOC.



— Pyky Kk cBexeMy ciiery MpUIOKWI, MOHS, Ky/1a UITH HAJIO.

— A nanpiie?

— MHoro cnenoB, HuxpeHa He BUKY! — CTUXOIUIET caenan
pa304yapoBaHHbBIN BCIUIECK PYKaAMHU.

— A 4, BO311yX MOHIOXaJI, IPUCMOTPEJICS, OTKYAA UAET JBIMOK,
Y Cpa3y MOHS, Ky/la UATH HaJo!

Kons XBoctuk ObicTpo 3araran Briepéa. bops Toxke He oTcTa-
BaJ1, 6eXkas 9yTh 103311, M YTO-TO HEBHITHOE OOpMOUa cede Mo
Hoc. Bces, Tak Ha3zpiBaemasi ynuiia, CIUIONIh ObLIa YChINIaHa BCe-
BO3MOKHBIM MycopoM. Cpeiu 3TUX Ky4, PbLUIUCh TAMHCTBEHHBIE
CYIIIECTBA, OBICTPO MPSATABIINECS €/1Ba 3aCIIBIIIAB IPUOIKEHIE
UX I11arOB.

TaBepHa HaxonWIach B MOJIBAJIE JIOMA, U YTOOBI MOMACTh TY-
14, HyXHO CITyCTUTBCSI TIO KPyTOW OETOHHOU JIECTHUIIE BHU3, YTO
OBICTPO OBUIO c/ie1aHo. [Ty THUKY TOJIKHYIIN YEPHYIO, 3aMYCOJICH-
HYIO 3a JIOJITMe TObI, ABEPh M BOIILJIM BHYTPh. YOoras mebenb,
CTOsiJIa TIO yIJIaM 3ajia. B 1ieHTpe, Kak U moJjarajaock, MecTo Jyist
TaHIIEB TOJBIX JIEBUIl. B mayibHeM yrity, pacrnoyioxkuiach GapHast
CTOMKa, 32 KOTOPOH CTOSIT TYYHBIN MYXHK C IByMsI TOJIOBaMH Ha
OJJHO¥ MOIITHOM, CJIOBHO KOJIO/Ia JJIsl pyOKH JPOB, Iliee, HO C JIBY-
MsI Ka/IlIKaMH1 1 He 0c000 TINATENILHO PpOTUpa nocymy. OH XKu-
BO OOEpHYJICSI Ha CKPHIT JIBEPY U JICHUBO OKHMHYJ B3IJISIIOM HO-
BBIX MOceTHTeNel. Buisi mepen coboit uykakoB, BHOBb ITPOJION-
KW 3aHUMATbCs CBOMM fejioM. KilneHTOB B 3TO BpeMsi NOUTH
He ObUIO, YeMy XBOCT MbICJIEHHO, HO UCKPEHHE 00paioBasICs..

VYcraBime 3a JeHb MYyTHUKU, YCENUCh 3a TIEPBBIA k€ CBO-



6omubIi ctonmuk. K HUM moadexan Ha YyeTBepeHbKaX MaIbuuIII-
Ka-0(bUIMAHT U COBCEM IM0-COO0AubH, BIJISIHYI HA My 4rH. OH
BBIBAJIWJIT SI3bIK, OOJIM3HYJI HOC M CIIPOCHIT:

— Yto nsa1bl, OYAyT KpaTh?

— Cam T8I, gaTEN! — NPUKPUKHYJ Ha HETO XBOCT. — MBI yCTa-
JIY, ¥ XOTUM BUJETh XO3HMHA, CErO MPUMEP3CKOro raJiomHuKal
Yero croumns? Minu He paccibiiain? Mory yCKOpUTb TPoLEece Mo-
HUMAaHU$ CKa3aHHBIX MHOIO CJIOB. ..

— Jla nomén Tel! — OrpeI3HYJICS MAPHUIIKA, HO BCE-TAKHU TIO-
6exaJ 3a XO35IMHOM.

Yacro apima 1 0OWILHO 00IMBAsICh TTOTOM, K HUM TTOOIIEN
JBYXToJIoBbIN. OH MCTOYAJ TAKOW «apOMar», CJIOBHO €r0, TOJIbKO
4TO JOCTATM U3 OOIecTBeHHOro Tyasera. [loceturenu momop-
LIWIKCH.

— W 4€ xoTuM? — CITpOCHJT OH IPOTUBHBIM, JApeOe3KaIiM To-
JIOCOM.

— Teno, cnymaii ciona! §1 ycran, u HOBTOPATH IBaXIbl HE OY-
ny! —3aroBopuit XBocT, — Ham HykHO nocnars, J1a ;kpaTBbl HOp-
MaJibHOM Ha ykuH. Ho y Hac, HeT 6a0J1a, — PY 3TUX CJIOBaX X0351-
WH MECTHOM 3a6erajioBKY HaOBIYMJICS ¥ CIBUHYJI MOXHAThIE OpO-
BU, Ha 000ux nuiax. OmIsiiencs mo CTOpOHaM, UITa OIACPKKU
y TOCTOSIHHBIX TIOCETUTEN e, HO B 3aJie ObLJIO TIO-TIPEKHEMY TTy-
CTO, PaCCTPOEHHO B3/I0XHYJI, [IOHUMAsI, YTO MPUIETCS OTyBaTh-
¢4, B CIIy4ae 4ero, CaMoMmy, IpOJOJKasi BHUMATENIBHO CIIYIIATh
rocreii, — Ho y Hac, ectb BoT 310! Jlymato, TeOe nmoHpaBUThCsI!

W napens, He crienia, HO ¢ YyBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOTO JJOCTOHMH-



CTBa, JIOCTAJ U3-3a Ma3yXu, OYTHUIKY, BBUIUTYIO U3 TIPO3PAYHOTO
3€JIEHOTO CTEKJIA, C ONIMYHO COXPAHUBILEHCS HA HEU STUKETKOU
Y JJa)Ke C POJHOM 3aBUHYMBAIOIIECUCS KPBIIIKOM, U MMOCTaBUJI HA
CTOJ1, Iepe[l TOJICTSIKOM.

V X03s1MHa TpakTUpa, IepexBaTuiIo JyX OT YBUIEHHOIO uy/a!
Emy, odeHb TaBHO, XOTEJIOCh 3aBUCTU Yy ce0sl Takylo OyThUIKY!
Ho Bcé€ kak-To He Besno. M3 He€, criupTHOe npoaaéTcst ObicTpee
Y TOpa3Jo JOpPOXke, HUKAK HE IMONaJauch ¢ KapTUHKamu. Bceé
Oosbliie O6e3 HUX, U U3PSIHO TMOMapKaHHbIe. A 3Ta, COBCEM HO-
BEHbKAs, U COXpaHWIa B ceOe cTapblid apomat. Tak, emMy moka-
3aJI0Ch. B 3aIIbIBIIMX )KUPOM MO3rax TPaKTUPILKKA, METbKHY-
Ja unes, Ho XBOCT TYT, K€ HE J1ajl €l BOIUIOTUTHCSA B KU3Hb.
OH, MOJTHIEHOCHBIM [IBUKEHUEM BBIXBATWJI CBOW HOX, U JIOBKO
OTXBaTWJI NPsi/ib, JABHO HE MBITHIX, )KMPHBIX BOJIOC TOJICTSIKA, U
TMIOJIOKUIT €€ Ha CTOJI PSAAOM C HOKOM U CKa3al:

— Haxe, ne ngymait! He 1o, mopexy Ha TOHKHUE JIOCKYTKH, U
OT/IaM Ha Che/leHUe MaJasbliuKam !

— He-a! U mpiciun, uyBak, He ObiI10! S nummb, Oi1s1, XOTes 1mo-
OMoKe MO3BIPUTH HA HeE, — 3aJierneTan TOJICTSK, MOHUMas, 4uTo,
€ro IJ1aH ObUT PACKPHIT, U PA3BECTU STUX TOBAPUIIIEH, KaK JIOXOB,
He noyuutcsi. — Torbko, 0e3 Kuaanosa, JiaaHo?

— Teno, cnymai croga, — XBOCT B35JI CO CTOJIA CBOW HOXK, U
CTajl UM urparbcs, — 5, Pycckuit yenosek! 3ameTsb, 4eIoBeEK, a
He ypoJ Kak Tbel. Hukorna He 3aHMMaloCch, TAKMM THUJIBIM JEJIOM.
Moé€ cnoBo — 3akoH. Tel Ham, JIydIlIME MOCTENIM, KOTOPBIE €CTh
B TBOEM TaJIOLTHUKE, TPUTOTOBb. Jla K paTBy, IPUIAYHYIO, IPU-



Hecu. A s, CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI, TeOe rapaHTUPYI0 COXPAHHOCTD
9TOM IIMKAPHOU IOCYIUHBI. A yTPOM, KaK JOrOBapUBAJIUCH, ThI
e€ MoJTy4HuIllb B KavyecTBe oriathl. Y, HeOobion OOHYyC cBep-
Xy. Eciii koHeYHO, He HauHelllb, Kak MpoAakHas TENKA, KOMOU
I0JTUTH Tiepes] OOraTeHbKUMU KJIeHTaMu !

— Xo,Kkei! — HEeMHOI0 OAYMaB, COMIACWIICS XO35IMH, OH SIBHO
HEpBHUYAJ, OT Yero, CTaj noteth eme oomnbine, — Ho B Hatype,
CO MHOW, JIy4ilie He myTuTh! [TacTe NOpBy, Mapraibl BbIKaIO!

— VBakaembli, Thl, HABEpHOE, MEHSI He TIOHSJI, — XBOCT pe-
IIWJI 3arOBOPUTHh C HUM MO-APYroMy, — s MPOIIY, MOKAITYUCTa,
MPUHECU HaM MOKYIIaTh. Yl MpUKakyu CBOMM, MOCTEIUTh HaM, B
TBOMX JIYUIIIUX anlapTaMeHTax. A OyTbUIOUKY, MOTy4HUIIlb 3aBTpa
yTpoM. [TOCKOIBKY Thl, TOJIBKO YTO, XOTEJI HAC HALyTh. A BpyHaM,
s He Bepio! Tak, Oynet yectHo. CHavyana yciyra, a TOTOM OIljIa-
Ta! — KoJisi 3aKkOHYMIT TOBOPUTH, U TTIOCMOTPEJT HA ABYXTOJIOBOTO
KUPISAL.

Peub, niponsBesa Ha Hero 3¢¢eKT pa3opBaBIIeHcsS OOMOBI.
OH OTCKOYMJI OT CTONA, KaK OIINAPEHHBIN, YIIHA 33EPrajlCh,
171232 3a0erajiv 3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, BCE BOCEMb ITOJOOPOIKOB
3anpbiraiy. Tak ¢ HUM, ellI€ HUKTO He pasroBapuBai! U oH pe-
IIWJI, IOAAJIBILIE OT TPeXa, COIIACUTHCS C MOKEJTaHUSIMU HOBBIX
KJIMeHToB. Tem Ooliee, Ha KOHY CTOsiIa Takas 1ana! MoxHo cka-
3aTh, MEUYTa BCEN €r0 HUKYEMHOM JKU3HU.

W yxe yepe3 napy MUHYT, IyTHUKU OTPbIBAJIU TOPSUME KYCKU
JKApEHOro Msica, U 3alyBajii CUBYXOWM MeCTHOro pasnusa. CTu-
XOIUIET, TO U JIEJI0, MOMISABIBAT HA CBOETO HOBOTO TOBAPMIIIA.



Peub 1 Ha Hero mpowr3Bea MOIIHOE BlieYaTieHue.

HachITuBIIMCh, TOCTU OTIIPABWIKCH CIIaTh B MPEAJIOKEHHbIE
anaprameHThl. [locTenn oka3ajuch BJaKHBIMU U HE OYEHb CBE-
*umMu. Ho rmociie HecKobKUX THEH nepexosa, 3T0 ObLUIO yxke Me-
Joyblo. Jlydiiero, B 3TUX Kpasix, BCE paBHO He HailTu. [ aBHOe,
YTO UM CelYac Ka3aJaoCh BaXHBIM, 3TO MOAYIIKA O] T'OJOBOU,
KpbIIIa HaJl TOJIOBOM, U MSITKasi MOJCTUIIKA BMECTO TBEPIOU 3€M-
JIA U KaMHS.

CoH OKyTall MX CBOMMH KPENKUMHU IyTaMu, 3aTArUBasi BCE
CHJIbHEE U CHJIbHee B O€3[JOHHYIO ITyYNUHY CHOBHJICHUM, UHOT/IA
peaTbHbIX, HO Yalle (haHTACTUYECKHX . .. XOTA. .. YTO BO CHE ecTh
He HacTosuye?

...Kong XBocTHK BHOBb OKazajicsl Ha OEJIOCHEKHOM CKJIOHE
BBICOKOU rOpbl. YepHbIE CKAJIbl, B3/IBIMAJIMCh HA HEBEOMBIE IS
Hero BeICOThl. OH He YyBCTBOBAJI X0JIO/a, XOTsI MOPO3 Kpenmyail,
HaroHsieMblii BeTpom. [lozaau, mocisimaics xpycr cHera. Emy
HE HYKHO ObUIO 000paunBaThCsl, YTOOBI Y3HATH, O] YbUMH HOTa-
MU MOT TaK HEXHO CKpUNeTh cBexuil cHer. Ho BcE ke, oH 00Bep-
HYJICS, YTOOBI MPOBEpHUTH cedst U... yBuaen eé! KpacHas Kypr-
Ka U PIOK3aK 3a CIIMHOW, YEPHBIE OUKH, BOJIOCHI CIIPSITAHBI MO
0eJIol IIanKo, MOBepX KOTOPOW HATSHYT KamiolioH. [leByika
MeJJIEHHO ¥ OYeHb OCTOPOKHO TIOIHUMAJIach BBEPX, BCE Omke
noaOupasich K OTBECHOHN cKaje. Ero motsHyso K He3HaKOMKe,
Kak marHutoM. [lapeHb, cam He 3Has moyemy, MocieaoBall 3a
JEBYIIIKOM, HU HA MTHOBEHUE, HE OTpbIBasi OT (pUryphl B3MMIAAA.
JloOpaBIIrCh 10 CKaJIbl, OHA CITYCTHJIA C TUIEY PIOK3aK ¥ OTBSI3ajIa



OOJIBIIION CBEPTOK, U OBICTPHIMU Y HATPEHUPOBAHHBIMU JIBHIKE-
HUSIMU YCTAaHOBWJIA MAJIATKY.

Kons ¢ GonpiiiM uHTEpecoM HaOmogan 3a €€ CTpaHHBIMHU
JEWCTBUSIMU, HE COBCEM MOHMMAasi UX CMBICIT, U OTKY/AA MOSIBUJI-
cs1 HeOOJIBITION TPSANWYHBIN TOMUK, HO 3TO, He ObUIO IJIABHBIM
ero uHTepecoM. EMy HykHa OblJ1a OHa ¥ TOJIBKO OHA. XBOCT UyB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK 3aKUMAET U3HYTPHU €r0 MYXKCKasi CYIIIHOCTb.

TeMHOTa MOCTENEHHO OKYThIBajia TPO3HBIE rOpbl. Mosonoi
YeJIOBEeK He 3HAJI, UTO JIe/aTh Jajbllle, TaK U CTasl B HEpelIn-
TEeJILHOCTH, OOSICh HAIyraTh MPEKPacHyl0 He3HaKOMKY. CKajio-
Jla3Kka poBepuiia KperyieHus MajaTky, 3aKUHYJIa BHYTPb PIOK-
3aK, ¥ cOOpaach CKPHITHCS 3a €€ MOJIOroM, 1a0bl TaM YCTPOUTHCS
Ha HOWIET, KaK 3aMeTHJIa HE3HAKOMOT'O MapHsI CTOSIBILIETO BCE-
IO B HECKOJIBKMX MeTpax OT He€. Ero rmaza cBeTuinch KakumM-To
BHYTPEHHHMM YyBCTBOM, UTO HE Cpa3y MO3BOJIMJIO JAEBYIIKE, 00-
paTUTh BHUMAaHUs Ha ero ofexay. [lapeHs, cTosi1 B JIETKOM KO-
CTIOME, TOX0KEM Ha PKMHCOBBIN, U Ka3aJIOCh, YTO JIEASAHON BeE-
Tep He KacaJicsl ero Tejia U He OOKHTraJl CBOMMU KOJTIOYUMU T10-
pbiBamu. OH MPOCTO CTOSUT U MOJTUAJ, TJISI/ISl HA He€, He pelasich
3arOBOPUTH MEPBBIM.

«ThI KTO, ¥ KaK Crofia momau?» — CIpoCchiia CKaaoa3Ka, Ibl-
TasICh TIOHSATH JJIs ce0s1, TO JIU OHA OPEIUT OT XOJIoMa, OO pa3-
rOBapHvBaeT C MPU3PAKOM, UTO, BIPOUYEM, ObLJIO IIOYTH OTHO U TO
xKe.

VY mapHs, OT JeBUYer peuu, nepexBartuio 1yx. Takoro rpe-
KPacCHOTO M HEKHOTO Tojioca OH HUKOTAA ellé B CBOEU JKU3HU



He cipimas. Ho, HaOpaBImIMCch XpaOpOCTH, peIiil 3arOBOPUTH C
IIPEKPACHOM HE3HAKOMKOMU:

«5 Pycckuii, mama Hapeksa Konsa XBocruk. [nsa gpysen,
npocro XBoct. Kak nonan ciona, He noMHmo. [Tputién».

Kaxnoe cioBo gaBanoch ¢ OONBIIMM TPYAOM, My He XOTe-
JIOCh MIACTh Nepe]] HE3HAKOMKOMW B Ips3b JIULIOM, U Koins crapas-
Cs1 30 BCEX CUJI, BHITOBApUBasl KaXIyI0 OYKBY, B KQXJJOM CJIOBE.

«Tol He aHren M, NpUIIEANIUI 32 MO TyIIon?» — 3a1aia
OHA CaMbIil UIMOTCKUI BOIPOC, HO, PEIINB MPO cedsl, YK JIydlle
Cpa3y pacCTaBUTh BCE TOUKU HAJL «i».

«K10?! — 31010 C/1oBa XBOCT HE 3HAJ, U YTO OHO 3HAYUT, EMY
TeMm OoJiee ObUTo He BeoMo. [103TOMy, OH OTBETUJI, TaK KaK CUM-
Tas HyxHbIM, — Her, g He Anrein. {1, XBocr. {1 npuxoxy cona,
KaXyI0 HOUb, ¥ BUKY TeOsi. VI Bcex TBOUX Apy3el, U TO, KaK Bbl
NOJI3ETE 3a4EM-TO Ha camoe HeDO».

Hacrana ouepenp 3amymarbcs AeByllke. Berep kazasoch,
MpOyBaJl €€ HACKBO3b, HO HE MOIJIA %€ OHA MPUIJIACUTh, COBEP-
IIEHHO He3HAKOMOTO MYXKUUHY, K ceOe B MaJlaTKy, MOITOMY pe-
HIWJIACh €I1I€ HEMHOTO C HUM MTOTOBOPUTb.

«Tel, myx ymepiiiero 37ech 4ejloBeka?» — 3ajaja OHa, eIié
OIVH TJIYIbld BOIPOC, HABEPHOE, CKa3blBAJIACh BBICOTA, YCTa-
JIOCTh, U CMEPTh €€ IPYy3eil.

«A 4TO, y MEPTBHIX €CTh JIyX 7» — BOMPOC OBLT CTOJIb IPOCT U
HaMBEH CKOJIb U CaM HE3HaKOMell.

«Tak, Bcé! Mpa xBatut! IT0 y)e nepexoauT BCAKUE IPAHU-
upl! Thl cxomutib ¢ yma! A TeOe emié Hy)KHO MepexaaTh Oyplo



U CIIyCTUTLCSl C BEpIIMHBL. [ OHM 3TOro npuspaka, Ja JOXKHUCh
crnarb! 3aBTpa, paHO BCTaBaTh!» — OJyMaJa IEBYIIKa, U KPEIKO
3aKMYypUJIa I1a3a.

«Tak Te6s 3HaumT, 30ByT Upa?» — nmepecnpocui napeHb, OH
CJIBIIIAJT KaX/I0€ €€ CII0BO, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO OHA HE PaCKpbLIa
HU pasy pTa.

Ckanonaska MeJIEHHO TOJHsUIA BEKU, HO MapeHb MO-TIPEX-
HEMY CTOsUI BCE Ha TOM ke MecTe. EIE pa3 Kpernko 3axmypu-
Jlach, ¥ TYT A0 HEE JOIUIO, 4TO OH, 3HaeT e€ umsa! Otkyna? OHa
’Ke He ToBopuJia emy!

— Jla Upa, Thl siBHO cOpeH inIIa! — 1 OOJTbINE He KeJlast O0IIaTh-
csl C TyXaMU WM eni€ ¢ KeM-JIMO0 U3 OTYCTOPOHHETo MUpa, Jie-
BYIIIKA 3aJe371a B AJIATKY, IPOrHYBILIEH PYKOM TO JIM OT yCTaJIO-
CTH, TO JIM OT CTpaxa, 3araxHyJia IaTKy, IJIOTHO 3aKPbIB BXO/I.

«Mpa-a, — XBOCT CTOSUT M1 CMAKOBaJ 3TO CIAAKOE, IJIsl €ro
yien ums, — I-p-a. — I Bopyr, emy 3aX0Tesioch KpruyaTh OT CYa-
CThsI, Kak O€3yMHOMY, U OH, HaOpaB ITOJTHBIE JIETKUE Pa3psiKEeH-
HOT'O BO3/IyXa, ¥ 4TO ObLJIO MOUH, 3aKpuya, — M-u-pp-a-a-a! U-
u-pp-a-a-a! U-u-pp-a-a-a!»

— ...a-a-a-a-a!

— Yo 3a, TBOI0 MaTh? Kakoro xpeHa, Tak oparb? Tebe uTo,
SUIa OTopBain?! — MOJCKOYMII, KaK OILIIAPEHHBIM, HA KPOBaTH
Bopst. Ero TpeTwii 171a3, uCIyraHHo Oeraj 1o opouTe, hira Mmpu-
YHHY TAKOrO pe3Koro nmpodyxaenus. M Bapyr, ocTaHOBWIICA Ha
CMaBlIEM IMOMYTUYMKE Ha COCeHeN Koilke, — A-a, 310 Thl! OnsATh
CHBI CMOTpPHIIIb?



— Tuna Toro, — TSKeJo AbIllIa, 0TO3BajJICI XBOCT. Bc€ ero te-
JIO TIOKPHITO MCMIAPVHOW, W OWJT JIETKUI MaH/paX, KaK TPy JIu-
Xopajike. XOTs B KOMHaTe, ObUIO TOBOJIBHO JKapKO. — XOJIOIHO!
TaM ouyeHb XOJIOJHO. ..

— Cnpimb, JaBaii 0e3 TBOUMX STHX, JEOMJIBHBIX ITPHUIIAIKOB.
Jlagpo? Cnath X04ercsl... — OOMKEHHO MOMPOCKIT TPEXTIIA3bIH,
U OIISITh 3aBAJIUJICS HAOOK, U TPOMKO 3acored.

XBOCT ke, OobIlie B 3Ty HOUb I71a3 He COMKHYJ. [lepen ero
OouaMM CTOsIa camasi KpacuBasl JIEBYIIKA Ha CBETE, B KPACHOM
KypTKe ¥ TomyObiMu r1azamu. Y oHo He cxoamJio ¢ si3bika. Moro-
JIOH YesoBeK, Oe3 yCTasu, IOBTOPSUT ero, Kak 3akjnHaHue. Her,
CKopee, KaK MOJIUTBY, UCHBIThIBASI MIPU ITOM, KaK HEBUAUMbIN
KOMOK C)KMMAETCsl B TPy U CEPALy CTAHOBWJIOCH TaK TEIUIO U
NPUATHO. XOTEJIOCh KPUUaTh, a eIl¢ OOJbIINE CITYyCTUTCSI BHU3 K
XO35IMHY, B3SITh Y HETO My3bIpb MECTHOM YaUu U HAKPATbCs, KaK
CBUHBS. .. VIpriHa TamM ofjHa, Ha Kpalo TUOeIH, a OH 371eCh, B TEIIE
U yI0Te, *KeNamui Hanutbest! Y 3Ta MbICITb, OblIa TaK MTPOTHUB-
Ha... XBOCT TYT €, MOMOPIIWICA OT TAaKOM ypalKON MBICIIH,
emé HUKOT/A B )KU3HU, HU OJIHY MPOOJIeMy He 3aJIMBajl BBIITUB-
koi. Ho ¢ nepBbiMu siyuamu qHeBHOTrO CBETHIa, 9TO TIIYyIOE Ke-
JIaHWe TIPoraio. 3aX0Tea0Ch MPOCTO KUTh, KUTh C HAJIEKION B
JyIlie, 4TO KOrJa-HuOY/Ib, OHU BCTPETSITCA.

— YTpo n06poe BceM Hawm,

U TebGe, HOYHOU KPUKYH, U MHE, U BaMm!

bops, Toxe xoueT BcTarh,

Ho ero teno, xouer criath! — CTUXOIUIET OTKPBLI BCE CBOU TPU



ra3a. [loTsHyscs 1 nocMoTpen Ha NONMyTYMKa.

— Ecnu yTpo Havasioch CTUXamMu, 3HAYUT, HOBBIU JIEHb OyJeT
yaauHbIM! — OTBETWIJI eMy XBOCT, CUJISl B 3aCAJIEHHOM Kpecie,
I7I€ OH U ITPOBEN OCTATOK HOYM.

— Opranusm, 1ol ipaB! Y MeHs ceronHs, MpeBOCXOJHOE Ha-
crpoenue! — bops Berai ¢ nocrenu. — [o ccatp, MO KpaTh U MOX-
HO JaJIbIIE MU3...Th!

— 4 nymato, cerogHsi ABUHYTbCS Jajibllie. XO4y HaWTH...
9TH... Kak ux? A! I'opsl... KaBka3ke ropsl. A Tb1?

XBOCT JIIOOWJT MyTeNIeCTBOBAaTh OJIMH, M HE CMOT OBl JIOJTO
TEPIETh TMOMYTYMKA, UAYHIETO PSIOM, HE Pa3IENSIONIErO €ro
MHEHMS U B3[JI/1a, I03TOMY, CIIPOCUII JIsi OUUCTKU CBOEU CO-
BECTH.

— He-e! — 3amorain orpunarensHo ronosou Ctuxomer. — Uy-
BAaK, IPOCTH, HO $I MO IIKAHJBLISIO B IPYTyI0 CTOPOHY. Thl, Bue-
pa, MEHs 3aMHTEPECOBAJI, U 51 B HATYpe HE YCIIOKOIOCh, TTIOKA HE
Haiily Ty Nelepy.

— Hy u nagno. Torna, nBuHyM B TaBepHY ! — XBOCT BBILLIET U3
KOMHAThl B TEMHBIA KOPUIOP, PAAysACh TAKOMY MOBOPOTY JIEN. —
3aKOHYMM Halle JeJiblie.

B 3aberanoBke ObIJIO HAKYpEHO, U BOHSUIO TIOTOM, JIa OCTaTKa-
MU MUIIH, IO BCEM MPU3HAKAM, HOUb ITPOIIA YIAYHO U TPUHEC-
Jla HeMaJio Oapsliiieit xo3suHy. Ho roctu, kK cyacTbio, HUIUEro He
CJIBILIAJIM, CHIAJIA CIIOKOWMHO M Kpemnko. [lyTHuKuM He crenra mo-
JOIUIM K CTOMKe. KUpHBIN, ABYXTOJIOBbI XO35IMH, KPSAXTS Ja C
MPEBEMKUM TPYIOM, OAHSJICS C TPOAKKEHHOIO BO MHOTHX M€-



CTax, NOJTYCTHUBILIETO, TOPOJIOHOBOIO KPeca, U MyTHBIM B3IJIsI-
JIOM, ITOCMOTPEJT Ha TOCTEU.

— Hy? — ibsiHO CIpOCKJT OH, HE MPU3HAB CBOMX MOCTOSIBIIEB. —
Uynaku-mynaku, yé npunepiucs? biisi, Mbl 1€ 3aKpbIThI.

— Ilait Ham Kparthb, uyno-oao! — rpydo 6pocuin XBOCT.

— Vry, — nogzepxan ero bopst Cruxornér, — M 6erom nasa!

— Br1 yOmmoniku, He TpyouTe! A TO, HM XpeHa He JIaM. .. — JIByX-
TOJIOBBI OTPBI3HYJICS, HO JOCTAJ U3-TOJ MPUJIaBKa KYCOK elle
TEIJIOrO KapEeHOTro Msica, M HeOpeXKHO IIBBIPHYJT €T0, Ha KUPHYIO
TapesKy, C 3aTEPTHIM PUCYHKOM, B BHUJE KAKOro-T0 (PpyKTa, u
MIOCTaBUJI €€ Mepe]] MOCETUTEISIMMU.

— Bor Bo3bMu. {, Bceraa, Aepy CBOE CJI0BO! — cKazayl XBOCT
¥ TIOCTABWJT Ha CTOJ, OYTHUIKY M3 3eJIEHOr0 cTeka. — [lymaro, Te-
6e npuroautcs. VI BOT 60HYC, Kak odemma! — 10cTat u3 KapMaHa
JUKMHCOB, HAWJIEHHYIO B MENIEPe 3aKUTAIIKY, YAPKHYJI Tapy pas,
MIOKa3bIBasi, YTO Ta PabOTAET, U MOJIOKKII HA CTOJ Tepe]] ABYXTO-
JIOBBIM TOJICTSIKOM.

Xo3auH 3a0erajJloBKM TMpUIILypHICs, C(HOKYCHPOBAT B3IIIS[]
110CJI€ HOYHOU MONOMKH ¥ BHUMATEJILHO OCMOTPEJ €€, U IIUPOKO
yABIOHYJICS, OOHAKasi CBOM THUJIbIE 3yObl. OO€ rooBHI, IOBOJIb-
HO 3akuBaiu. M oqHa qpyroi, TMXO MpOU3HEca:

— byner aBe! Tonbko 3Ta, 1iesieHpKasi, U ¢ KPACUBOM HaKJIEH-
KOU 1 mpoOKoii! A 3a OrHUBO, 01151, criacuoo!

CryyaiiHble MOy TYMKHM HACKOPO MO3aBTPaKai ¥ OBICTPO MO-
KUHYJIM, HECMOTPSI HU Ha 4TO, FOCTENIPUUMHYIO TaBepHy. OpaH-
JKEBBI PACCBET, OKPACUJI OITCTOIIEHHYIO M UCKAJICUEHHYIO 3€M-



JII0 B si7IOBUTHIM 11BeT. lake TpaBa, Ka3ajoch M Ta, HE BbIIEP-
’KaB, MPUTHOANIACh O] TSIKECTBIO, STOTO CMEPTETHHO- ITOBUTOTO
cBeTa. XBOCT, HETOPOIUIMBO OMJISI/IE] MECTHYIO OKPYT'Y, TPOMKO
3€BHYJI M [TIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOEr0 HOBOTI'O 3HAKOMOro. ToT, cTosii
B 1Iare OT Hero M KJaJl, KOrJa napeHb 3aKOHUYUT OCMOTP Pa3py-
IIEHHOI'O MOCEeJICHMUSI.

— Hy 4ro Tuna, naBait mpomarscs, — TUXO MPOU3HEC XBOCT.

— Ara, — kuBHYJ ronioBoit Ctuxoruier, — Mau Brepen,

WNm Tyna,

Kyna, 30BET 1€0s1, TBOSI qyIIIa. . .

Tam, cepaua cTyk

[Tonckaxer nyThb,

Ha Te1, He Aperidb

Mot 10HBIV ApYT,

Bcé paspemmrscsa Bapyr,

OauH NpbIKOK, U THI Y 1IEJIH. . .

— Cnacu6o apyr! — XBocCT yabIOHYJCS, BU/ISA, KaK TIOMYTUYUK,
MOPIINT JIOO, BBIKATUB TPETUH IJ1a3, B MOMCKAX HYXHOH pud-
MBI, — HE Harpsiraics Tejo, s Bpyouscs.

— Kopoue, — CTUxoIi€r, pykor yka3ajl HarnpaBJjieHUe, — JBU-
raii Mex pyvHamu, U BcE€ Bpems mnpsimo. U Ttuma, eciu He 3a-
THEIICS, Te-HUOYIIb 10 JOPOre, TO PAHO WM TIO3JHO JIOWAEIITH
1o rop. Cnaércst MHe, Tl OyAelb TaMm. . .

— XoTeJoch Obl. ..

— ¢] 3Ha10, YTO THI JONIEIID.

Tot Oyzenib Tam,



Ha tene Ha TBoéM He Oyznet pan! — Bopst CTuxoriér, He mpo-
11asiCh, MOBEPHYJICS K XBOCTY CIIMHOM U 3alllaraj B IPOTUBOMO-
JIOXKEHHYIO CTOpOHY. U cienan 310, YToObI CKPBITh CBOM CJIE3HI, U
BOBCE He keJlasl 00MIeTh 3TOro MapHs. 3a nmapy CyTOK, OH MpH-
BBIK, M IOYYBCTBOBAJI B HEM Y€JIOBEKA, Ipyra, Ha KOTOPOro MOX-
HO TIOJIOXKUTHCA B TSKENYI0O MUHYTY KuU3HU. He cMoTps Ha BCio
€ro HeMpHsI3Hb KO BCEM CBOUM TOIMYTYMKAM, XBOCT He ObLT O/IU-
HOYKOM, XOTSl XOTeJl TAKUM Ka3arbcs. OH MOIMpPOCTY HE 10BEPsLI
HUKOMY. 1 B 4€M-TO, OH OKa3biBaJICA NpaB. CTUXOIUIET, TAaK U HU
pazy He 00epHYJICS, JIAIIIb YCKOPHJT IIAT, CKPBIJICS 3a IPUTOPKOM.

XBocT ycMexHyJcst. EMy ocranoch He NMOHSITHO, MOBEACHNE
HOBOI'O 3HAKOMOT'0, MOTHYJI F'OJIOBOM U 3all1arajl B yKa3aHHOM Ha-
npasiieHnd. CBETWIO MOJAHUMAJIOCh BCE BbIlIe U Bbie. 1 BoT
y&Ke ero JIy4d Majvin, OecroagHo BeIKUras u 6e3 Toro MEpT-
BYIO 3€MJIIO.

3

[1yTHUK criycTHIICS B IOJIOTMI OBpAar, Ha JHE KOTOPOTO, Cpeau
Pa3HOOOpasHBIX MO (hopMe U MBETY KaMHEH, MpoTeKasl HeOOb-
IO pyuelt ¢ 3apocimmMu OeperaMmu 3eJEHOM, COUHOUM TpaBoy 1
JIOITyXaMH, COpBaJl TaM OI'POMHBIM JIUCT JIOIyXa U HaJesl ero Ha
roJIOBY, B MeCTO Kemnku. ATy crano, ropas3io npusiTHeu, Jiyuu
Ceerua He Tak namw rojosy. K Bedyepy, Korga JHEBHOU 3HOM
HayaJl CrajaTh, OH BbIIEN K cTpaHHOW gopore. Takou, XBocT,
paHbllle HUKOra He BcTpevall. Ha miiockux kaMeHHbIX MOJICTaB-
Kax, eBa Pa3JUYUMBbIX MOJ CJIOEM 3€MJIH, JIEKATU JBE HKeJe3-
HBIX U OY€Hb TOJICTBIX, YXOIANIMX B OECKOHEUHYIO JJaJb MOJIOC-



KM cTpaHHOU (popmbl. VX cepenyHa TOHbIIE KPaéB, U COCTOSTU
OHU, U3 JIOBOJIHO JJIMHHBIX KYCKOB U3PSTHO MOEAEHHBIX PXKaB-
YMHOW, COCAMHEHHBIX MEXIy COOOM HeOONBIIMMU TOJTOCKAMU
MeTalia, a He ObUIM IMHBIM HeJIbIM, KaK eMy MOKa3aJioch C rep-
BOro B3M1siAa. VI3y4uB ycTpONCTBO AOPOTH, PELINII TYT XKe YCTPO-
uThcs Ha Howiler. Ha ckopo, noiiMaB napy KMPHBIX, HOJIEBBIX
KPBIC, B pa3BajIMHAaX APEBHETO 3[jaHus1, 3aTePSIBIIMXCS CPEU BbI-
COKOI TpaBbl, M IPUTOTOBUJI U3 HUX ceOe 3HATHBIN yxkuH. JKape-
HbI€ KPbICHI, TPUIIUIUCh MYyTEUIECTBEHHUKY IO BKYCY, I'PbI3YHBI
HOJTyYMIIHCh COUHBIMU. JKup Tak u T€k no nanbiam. [lobpocas
00bEAKU B KOCTEP, OH 3aBAJIWIICS CNaTh, HETIOAAJIEKY OT OTHSI.
Houb Beiganack aymHas, OeserpenHas. K Tomy xe, 1o camoro
yTpa O[I0JIeBaJId KOMaphbl, TAKUE K€ 3JIble, Kak U Bech Mup. Mx
JIeTajJo0 B HOYHOM HeOe HEMHOTO, HO JXTy4He YKYCHI, JONTO He
JaBaJIV 3aCHYTb.

3a0pe3kui paccBeT. XOCT JKUBO MOIHSLICS, YMBUICS B XOJO/I-
HOM py4b€ M MPONOJIKHWII CBOE IMyTELIECTBUE. TENO JIOMUIIO OT
YCTAJIOCTH, I71a3a CaMM 3aKPbIBAIACH, HO OH MPOJOJIKAI MOHO-
TOHHO TUIENaTh KOXaHBIMM OallMakaMu, 10 OETOHHBIM Tiepe-
MblukaM. biaro, 4yto naru Huuyero He Memano. TpaBa, MecTa-
MU JIOCTUTABIIIAs BBIIIE YEJIOBEYECKOrO POCTa, pocia 1o ooenm
CTOPOHaM CTPaHHOM JI0POrd. «7/Kese3HoM TOporw», Kak Ha3Ball
npo cebst e€ MyTHUK, He ObUIo KoHI[a. CBETHJIO CTOSJIO B 3€HU-
Te, ¥ NaJIWJIO0 U30 Bcex cuil. Kazanock, 4to OHO, 3a UTO-TO pas-
THEBAJIACh HA 3€MJII0, U PELIWIO B HaKa3aHUe Ckedb €€ JI0TIa.
Bogpl, He ObIIO HU IJIOTKA, Yy MyTHHUKA Mepecoxyo B ropae. Ho



XBOCT, NO-IPEKHEMY, OTKA3bIBAJICS OT UJEU CBEPHYTh C IOPO-
T'Y ¥ OTIIPABUTHCA Ha IMTOMCKU XOTh Majieuiero pyyenka. Ilapens
peu At cedsl, AT 1O CaMOro Bedepa, UM MOoKa He ynajaer
OT YCTaJIOCTU M XaxAbl. VI B TOT MOMEHT, KOI/ia Kax/Ja Io4T!
B3s1JIa BBEPX HAJl OPraHU3MOM, TIepesl ero r1a3aMu BO3HUK 00pa3
JaeByliky. Mpa crosia y ckajibl 1 CMOTpesia Ha Hero B yrop. Eé
pOT, TPOHYJIA eJie 3aMeTHasl pUBETIrBast yabioka. Kons yibio-
HYJICA B OTBET, U TOJIOBY 3alOJIHWJIM, BOCIIOMUHAHUS U3 IPO-
LUIBIX CHOB. Teneps, yxe Mpa, MoJIHOCThI0 pyKOBOIMJIA €TI0 [IBU-
JKeHreM. XBOCT IIaraj BIepen, He cOaBIiss mar 1 He oOpaias
BHUMAaHUs Ha ycTaslocTb. JIuiib, CBETHIIO KOCHYJIOCh TOPU30H-
Ta, MAPEHb PYXHYJI B 3€JIEHYI0 U COUYHYIO TpaBy, CKaTUBILIKCh, B
MaJIeHbKUI OBpakeK. Tam, Ha caMOM JIHe, MPOTEKasl Pe3BbId py-
4ye€K. 3aBUJEB, TOUHEE CKa3aTh, 3aCIIbIIIAB €r0 BECENOE Kypua-
HME, YCTAJTBII My THUK KUHYJICS C JKaJHOCTBIO XJ1e0aTh PTOM ITpO-
XJIaJHy10 Boay. HanmBuvck, Halll repoi yCHYI, TaK ¥ OCTaBILIUCh
JIeKaTh OKOJIO CHIACUTENIbHOTO Py4Ybsl C MPUSATHOW MPOXJIAJO0N U
JKUBUTEJILHOW BJIArOM.

VYT1po cienyomero AHs, MPUHECIO MPOXJIaay 3eMJIe U CBEXHe
CWJIbl CTPAaHHUKY. XBOCT, HE CHella pa3iescs U, CJIOKUB JIaJ10-
HU JIOJOYKOW, 3a4epIibiBajl BOAY U3 PyUbs U IMOJMBAJI HA CBOM
yCTaBIlIee U IaBHO HE KyaHOE TeJI0. X0I0AHAasl POIHUKOBAsI BO-
Ja, oOkuraja Tejao ¥ oyMilaia JyX. 3aKOHYMB BOJHBIE MpOLie-
nypbl, Kot ononocHys cBou ofiek sl B IPO3PayHOM Py4Ybe, XO-
POIIEHBKO BbIKA U HE JI0’KUAASICh, KOIZIa OHA BBICOXHET, HAJIeJ
Ha cebs. [To Tenmy mpoOexaii Mypariku, HO MOJIOJION YeIOBEK



He 0OpaTWJI Ha HUX HUKAKOro BHMMaHUs, Belb OH IMPEKPACHO
3HAJI, YTO €€ HEMHOTO U BEIU BHICOXHYT CaMH, MOJ, ’KapKUMHU
Jydyamu HeBHOro CBeTwsia, o3TOMy HacjaXJajacs MpOXJaaou
Y KeJTaHUEM TOKa He )KapKo MPOUTH Kak MOXHO Aasbiie. M Bot
¢ TakUM HacTpoeMm, Kosst XBOCTHK, BbIIIIES HA JOPOTY U CTaJl KaK
BKOIIAHHBIM. B HECKOJIBKMX METpax OT HEro, KoJEcamu IMpsiMO
Ha METAJUIMYECKUX pesibcax, CTOsUT CTPAHHBI MEXaHU3M, He3a-
MEYEeHHbI UM BeuepoM. MoJiofiol YesloBeK He TOPOIUIMBO MO-
JIOUIEN K KeJIe3HOMY MOHCTPY U MPUHSJICS MPUCTAIBHO €r0 U3y-
YaTh.

—Yro 3710, 32 IITYyKa, Takasi. .. crpaHHas? M oTKyaa oHa 371ech?

D10 ObUIa MeTaJUTMUeCKas Iatdopma Ha Kojn€cax, ¢ JJIUH-
HOM KeJie3HOW pydkou B 1eHTpe. [logHsBimcy Ha miatdopmy,
orysiaescs. Bokpyr, pacKuHyJIMCh OeCKpaiiHUe CTEHbIE TPOCTO-
Pbl, IOPOCIIIKE BHICOKOU JTyrOBOM TpaBou. JIuIib Koe-rje BuaHe-
JIUCh OCTPOBKM CYXMX JIEpPeBbeB, XOTh KaK-TO pa3HOOOpas3s Co-
OO Men3ax.

XBOCT OTOpBAJICS OT CO3€pIaHMsI CTEMHBIX KpacoT. He Bu-
151 17151 ceOsl OTIACHOCTU, MPUHSLICS U3y4YaTh HEU3BECTHBIN Mexa-
Hu3M. HakoHell, oH pelmi NpukocHyThes K peiyary. Ho ot He
nojyiasics. Torma napeHb NPUIOKUI MaKCUMaJIbHOE YCUIIWE, U
Jpe3uHa, a 3To ObLIa UMEHHO OHa, TPOHYJIACh ¢ MecTa. Yem, Ha-
nyraja 4ejioBeKa, 0 KOJMKOB B kuBoTe. [lepedopoB cBoii cTpax,
3aCTaBWJI ce0s1 OCTAaThCS Ha TeJlere, U ciejall emie OHY MOMbITKY
KOCHYTbCSI pplyara. XBOCT C TPYAOM IOJHSUI €r0 BBEPX, 3aTEM
CHOBa oImycTw1 BHU3. Tenera ckpens Kojiécamu, CABUHYJIACH C



MecTa ¥ MeJIJICHHO TIOKaTuJia BIIEPE,.

— Xa! Tuma, mbl xasaBum! MoXHO IpoexaTbces, He Harpsras
Hor! Ho pykam-T1o, Toxe Hy>KHO KOrja-To u nopadorats! — BOC-
KJIMKHYJ XBOCT, B €r0 T'OJIOBE JIake HE MPOMEJIbKHYJIA MBICIIb,
YTO €10 YK€ KTO-TO MOJIb30BAJICS U, HABEPHOE, IJIe-TO COBCEM
HeroAaNEKy HaxonuTcs e€ Xo3s1uH. Ho 3To He ObIJI0 BOPOBCTBOM,
’KeJJaHWe CIACTH JIEBYIIIKY OKa3aJIOCh TOPa3/io CUJIbHEE, BOT OH
U B35J1 TO, YTO TUIOXO CcTosiio. TakoB Obut ux mup. M 3a Bech
MYyTh, OH TaK U HE NIOAYMAET O TOM, UTO ITY UyHO TeJIEry BCE-Taku
ykpai. [IpaBna, Xo3suHy Tejeru yxe ObUIo BCE paBHO, €ro, Kak
HECKOJIbKO JIHEW TOMY Haza/l, cbea yiactasi koopa. OXOTHHUK Ha
3Mel, MPUHS 3aKa3 Ha J0ObIUY YIIIaCTON KOOPHI M OTIIPABUIICS B
cTernb. 3Mesl Noranach yMHasl, U CMOIJIA UTPOU B KOIIKU-MBbIIII-
KM, 3aTSIHYTh OXOTHUKA B CBOY CETHU U B JAHHYIO MUHYTY, JIEKa-
Jla B HECKOJIbKMX COTHSIX METPOB OT METAJUIMYECKOM TeJIerd U
riepeBaprBasia J00bIYY. . .

[Mapens, naxe 3a0bUT IPO €1y, MPUHSLICS MTOJHUMATD U OMyC-
Karb peryar. OH XOAWI TYro, u3faBasi CKpeKeIlyre 3ByKH, HO
y CTpaHHMKA XBaTajJO Ha 3TO CWIbl, U JIPE3MHA IMOKATUJIA Ha
BIIEPE/I, YHOCS C cOOOM, CBOero HoBoro maccaxupa. K momy-
JHI0O XBOCT BBIMOTABILMCh, OCTAHOBUJICS HA OTIBIX. YCTAJIU py-
KM, 9TOOBI JATh UM OTIOXHYTh, OH OTITPABUTHCS HA OXOTY, U JIO-
OBITH ceOe MTPOoNKUTaHHKE.

JMKUIA CTEITHOM KOT YTOJIUJI €0 TOJI0fl, XOTsI MsICO, OKa3aJI0Ch
KECTKHM U C HENPUATHBIM NMPUBKYcoM. [locie ChITHOro yxkuHa,
MyTHUK YJIETCS B TEHU BBICOKOM TPaBbl, IPEIBAPUTENBHO, MPU-



TYLIMB KOCTEP. BOKpPYT cTOslIa CyXas TpaBa, U €My HE XOTeJIOCh,
OUYTUTHCS B AMUIIEHTPE MOKapa, U CAMOMY CTaTh XOPOIIO MPO-
’KapeHHBIM OOJIBIIIMM KyCKOM MsIca.

XBOCT MPUJIET OTIOXHYTh. JIEXa B TpaBe, OH Pa3MBbIIILISI O
Jy[o-TeNere, 1Jisi Yero OH Hy)KHa ObUla, U KTO e€ MpHIyMall.
W TyT, B roIOBYy MOJIOIOTO YeIOBEKa, MpUIILIa UIesl, CMa3aTh,
OCTaBIIUMCS KOIIAYbUM XHUPOM pblyar miaT¢OpMsbl, U 3TO A0
cBoil pe3ynbTar! JIBurath peiuar, crajio kyaa jerde! CkopocTh
nepeABKeHUs yBenuuuiach B pasbl! CoH, Kak pykon cHsuio! U
yIUBASICh PE3YJIbTATOM, XBOCT PELIWI MPOIOIKUTH CBOU MYTh.
Jlpe3uHa, ropaszio ObicTpee HaOMpasia CKOPOCTh U Jierde KaTuia
IO peJibcaM, OTCTYKMBAasl BCE HOBbIE KMJIOMETPbI JOPOTrU. Brico-
KO B HeOe, HaJl HAIlIUM Ty THUKOM, napwia napa nruil. OHu Kpy-
KWJIM M BHUMATENILHO CJIE/IAIIN 32 CTPAHHBIM CYIIIECTBOM, U3/1a-
BAaBIIIMM CTOJIb CTPAHHBIN U MYTalolle 'POMKUN 3BYK. Mosogon
YeJIOBeK, JIMIIb OPOCKII KOPOTKUIA B3IJIsI/I HA TPYIOE/IOB U HAJIET
Ha CKpUIY4Hid pbryar, HaOupasi ckopoctb. [lapsiiiie B HeOe cy-
IIECTBA, TIPE/ICTABIISLTA COOOM CEPhE3HYIO OMACHOCTh, HO CKpe-
KET TeJIETY U CTYK CTaJIbHBIX KOJIEC, UX TyraJi OOJIbIlle, U OHH, He
pellaIiCh HAllacTh HA YEJIOBEKa.

bnuke K Beuepy, Jopora pa3qBoMIach v Ipe3nHa, BHIOpaB Jie-
BYIO TOJIOCY, MOIbexana K pa3BasivHam. Konist mputopmosun u
MeJIIEHHO KaTWJI, TI0 HEKOrJa IyMHOMY TeppOHY HEeOOJIBIIIOrO
ropoiKka. 3aHre BOK3aja, BIIPOUYEM, KaK U BECh IPOBUHIIAATIb-
HBII TOPOJIOK JieXkKaJl B PyMHAX, PACKUHYBUIMICS Ha BEpIIMHE
XOJIMA, CKPBIBIIIKCH yXk€ Ha MOJIOBUHY B 3apOCISIX HU3KOPOCIIO-



ro KycrapHuka. ['J1a3a yJ0BuIM NOYTH HE3aMETHOE JIBUKEHUE Ha
Ky4de pacchlllaBIIErocs OT BpeMeHu kupnuda. [lapens Hactopo-
KWJICS, HO He nofat Buay. OCTaHOBWICS, CIIOKOMHO CIPBITHYJI C
miatgopmbl. Orisiziencs, mogoopa ¢ 3eMJIN HECKOJIBKO KaMHel
Y MOJJIOKUIT X MOJ] KOJEca, U CAesall 3TO HE OCO3HAHHO, TOJIbKO
JIMIIb C OJHOM T1eNTbI0, JaObl HUKTO Ha HEH He yexall.

— Hy 4é, Thna, HyXkHO XpaTb MPUTOTOBUTh, — CIEIUAIBHO
I'POMKO, pOU3HEC XBOCT, — BOT OJIs1, TJie ke TyTa TBapu Oeraior?
Xep ero 3Haer! — U caesan napy Iaros, B CTOPOHY I'PyaAbl KMp-
IIUYEH, TI€ OH 3aMETHUII ITOJO3PUTEIBHOE IBUKEHUE.

— [II-m! CmoTpu Tenno, He HACTYINY Ha MEHs! — JOHeCI0Ch U3
Ky4u OUTBHIX KUPIUYEH.

XBOCT 3aMep, TaK U HE MOCTaBMB HOT'Y Ha OJIMH U3 KaMHEM.

— Tol KTO? — cIpOCKJI CTPaHHMK, TaK W HE BHU[IS TOBOpSIIECE
CYLIECTBO, HO JieJIasi BUJ] YTO BUJUT.

— 4, Homosoii. [la He nisibes Ha Ky4y, adren! S paspaiui-
cs1 TyT y Te0st mouTH noa Korbsitom! [eITatock morpers 60ka mop
aydamu rpédanHoro Cetwiia! — rOBOPUBINMIA MPUTIOTHSIICS, U
TOJIBKO TOrJa, XBOCT CMOT MO-HACTOALIEMY €0 pasriiseTb. ITO
ObLIT YEJIOBEeK C OUY€Hb XYIbIMU, HO KUJIMCTHIMA HOTAMH U pyKa-
MU, KOMX ObUIO, KaK y Mayka, BOceMb. Teo coBceM He MMEIo
OZE’KbI, 3aTO UMEJIO CEPO-OPAaHKEBBIN LIBET, B AKKYpParT MOJ BCE
MECTHBIE Pa3BaJIMHBI U PyUHBI, OCTaBIIKECA OT ropoaa. Y morno
MacCKHPOBAThCS MO JII0OYI0 MECTHOCTh WJTH PACTUTEIbHOCTb.

— Xopommit koctiomunk! KpacaBa! Ynan B kyuy mycopa, u
XpeH Haienn Te0s1! — XBocT onoOpuin kamygisik HOBOTO 3Ha-



koMmoro. — {1 tuna XBocr, 30ByT Kossi.

— Tei-b1, 4TO-TO, HA YenOBEKA He MOX0oxk?! — ycomHwmics Jlo-
MOBOM, — CTpaHHBIN. .. THl KAaKOR-TO. Y TeOsl IBe PyKH, IBE HO-
ru... Tol, MyTaHT 4é am?!

— He tynu npunypok. 51 Takoi xe, kak u Bce. HegaBHo, XBocT
cebe orpyout. Bor on! — XBocT M3BNEK M3 BHYTPEHHETO KapMa-
Ha TIMJpKaKa, OTpyOIeHHbI XBocT. OH CTajl Ha Kape, HEMHOTO
pasnaraTtbCsi, M OT HErO Hauasl UCXOUTh HEMPUATHBIN 3amax TyX-
JIaTtiHbl, — Memmaer!

— Oro-o! bns-s-s1 Teno, naBait maxuémcs! §1 Tede moxparsb
npuHecy! A Tbl MHE, OTJAIlIb CBOU XBOCT. [JJaBHO HE % paJjl TaKoro
Jenvkareca! XpsimKom no xpymaio!

— Hy... YUyueno, naxe He 3Hal0... A, B IPUHIUIIE, HAXPEH OH
MHe HyKeH! — mapeHb MokaJ Iie4aMu 1 0e3 COKaJIeHus, OTAaT
€ro HOBOMY 3HAKOMOMY.

YenoBek-nayk YJIBIOHYIICS, TIOJTHBIM PTOM OCTPBIX KaK OpHT-
Ba 3yOOB, M, CMaKysl KaXJblii KyCOUYeK NeJMKareca, MPUHSIICS
MEJJICHHO KEBaTh YIOLIEHHE, XPYCT XPAIIAMU, IMPUKPHIB OT
YAOBOJILCTBUSI CBOM MAJIEHBKUE, KPYIJIbIE KOPUYHEBBIE IVIa3KH.
XBOCT yceJcs HallpOTUB U ITPUCTAJIBHO CTaJl OCMaTpUBaThCs 10
cropoHam. Henb3s gath Bpary maHc 3actaTh ceOsi BpacIuiox.

— He 63qm Teno, 51 3mech oauH, — He OTKPBIBAs IJ1a3, CKa3ajl
HlomoBon. — 4 TyTa XuBY. A Thbl, KAKOTO XpeHa CIoa MPHUIIED-
ca? B Ham Kpasi, IpocTo Tak, HU OJIHa TBAapb HE puxoauT. Hu
TOJIOBOIA, HU KOTOM, PUCKOBATh He XOTAT! YIIacTeie KOOPHI pac-
IUIOWJIACH, IOHUMAElb, MaTh UX Jepu!



— Ny ropei. KaBkazckue ropbl, — 4eCTHO OTBETUII XBOCT.

— A-a, — MHOTO3HAYUTENILHO MPOTSAHYA JIOMOBOM, HE MOHU-
Masi, 0 YEM TOBOPUT FOCThb, U 3aKOHYMJI CBOIO MbICJIb, — I11a, [IPU-
Hecy KpaTBy! — 1 OH, 6€33ByYHO CKOJIb3sl, MUMO KYCTOB U I'PYIl
KUPIUYEen, PACTBOPUIICS B 3apOCIIsIX.

VYBuzeB, kak JloMOBOM BUPTYO3HO MUCUYE3 B PA3PYILIEHHOM I'O-
pore, XBOCTY CTaJlo Kak-To He 1o cede. OH MOoEKUICs, a OT ITO-
ro, Mypailku, Tak 1 3a0eraju 1o Teiy, Ipy OHOW TOJIBKO MbIC-
Jv, 910 JIOMOBOM MOXKET TaK K€ HECJIBIIIHO MOJONTH C3aIM. ..
Bp-p! INapeHb, 9TOOBI CKPBITH CBOE HANpPsIKEHUE, TOAHSIICS Ha
HOTH ¥ OTIPABUJICS K OMMKAMIIIUM KyCTaM, HACOOMPATh JIsl KO-
cTpa cyxux jpoB. He ycrienn oH HaOpaTh U NMEPBYIO OXAIKY CYXUX
BETOK, KAK MECTHBIW JKUTEJIb, YK€ CUIET Ha NIPEKHEM MecCTe, U
y HOT €ro JIexkaJo, el MeBessieecs, TeIble MOIOAOro KadaH-
ynka. YeTsipe yxa, KOTOpOro ObUIM YKe OOIJIOaHbl, U MaJIeHb-
KM XBOCTHK, TOXKE OKa3aJICs ChEJIEH.

— bpareino, 1o yxxe Hazag npunépcs!? — BOCKJIMKHYJ yAUB-
NE€HHBIM XBOoCT. — [llycTpeHpKo ThI cipaBuiics!

— A Xyaum Ham, MykuKaMm... Tuna u Tyta. Tel Teso, Ons He
6311, 1 OysKku He ckumaid. Thl rocThb, 51 X035uH. HopMasbHbIX
YeJIOBEKOB He B Kaid yOmBarh, — [JOMOBOW BbIIEpXKAT B3IJISI
rOCTSl M IPOJIOJIKIIL, — Thl U3BUHU, 1 TYT HEMHOTO OTTPBI3. ..

— He Bomnpoc. Ha 310poBbe! MHe BCE paBHO, €ro OJHOMY He
ocumuthb. Celiuac OroHb pa3BeEM, M 3HATHBIN yXKHH 3a0ariaem! —
XBOCT HEMHOT'O pacciaduICs.

Hous, I€rkor npoxJiagon, OnyCTWIaCh Ha 3eMJy10. B pa3Basu-



Hax 3arie/Iv CTpaHHbIe HOUHBIE ITUYKU. X KpUKu ckopee ObUIr
MOXOKM HA KPUK 3ary/isiBIIEH KOWIKW. [IpoBa B OrHe Tpemaiu,
BBIOpachkiBasi B HEOO TY4YM UCKP, XOTh KaK-TO Mpeodpakas cypo-
BYI0 MecTHOCTh. KabaH OblL7T HaieT Ha BepTes W MOBeIeH Hall
KOCTPOM.

— Kyna, teno npér? — nouHnrepecoBaics [JJoMOBOU.

— B ropsl. KaBkasckue ropsl. f yxe roBopui. ..

— Kyna? — HaxMypuJcsi XO35lMH MECTHBIX pa3BajiMH. — IJTO
YTO-TO, TUIA KYYM KaMHeW WJIM ropoji Kakom?

— HaBepHnoe. {1, Tam, HuKOTrIa HEe OBIBaJI! — Y€CTHO MPU3HAJICS
XBocT. — S 3Hat0, 4YTO MHE Tyaa Hajao U Bc€. M Tam, Kakou-TO
OeJIbIi IIECOK, C HeOa CBIIETC.

— ChHer.

— Yro? — He paccabiman XBOCT.

— D710 CHer, MaTh ero. Bes 3eMi1s1, UM KOrja-To OblIa MTOKPhI-
ta. Hy 67141, em€ 1o Toro, kak mosisusics Emo u ckasail, 4to cKo-
po nosiBuTCs1 CBETUIIO, ¥ OHO PACTOIUT CHET ¥ ITPOTOHUT XOJIO]I.
Bna-61a-01a 1 BCE Takoe.

[lapeHb MOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— A 1ebe, 3TO Ha KO XpeH, HYXKHO?

— He 3Haro.

— Yk He 1énKa Jm TyT 3aMmemiaHa? Crplb 4yBak? — C XUT-
peloil Bo B3IVIsAAE, MOCMOTPES Ha CBOEro coOecelHMKa Yesio-
Bek-nayk. — Hy Konuch naBaii!

— C yero Thl B3s117 — yAUBWICA XBOCT, MOHUMAs, 4To [Jomo-
BOM TOMAJ B TOUKY.



— VX CUJIbHO, BOHSIET HE MBITHIMHU CUChKaMU U KUPHBIMU BO-
nocamu! f ux mWITydKH, 3a Mapy AHEN IO MOSABJIECHUS 1yBCTBYIO!
[Iy4y, koHe4HO! — yesioBeK-MayK 0e33By4HO paccmestics, — OT-
BeYalo, Bce MUPCKUe Oespl n3-3a 020!

— Hy-y, He 3Hao. ..

JIOMOBOW TKHYJI OCTPBIM M JIJIMHHBIM HOI'TEM, Ha OHOM W3
PYK, B JKapUBLIErocs MOPOCEHKA, 3aTeM CyHYJ] ero B pot. [Ipu-
IIypUJICcs, KaK 3alpaBCKU TMOBap, MPOOYIOIIUN CBOE OMofo,
rpyMaca pacripaBUIach, OH JOBOJBHO YIIBIOHYIICS.

— Xpu. On roros. Counsiii! Kak s 1aBHO, HE €J1 TOPSTYEHBKO-
ro... ¥Yx...

— Torga nporry Bcex K cTony! — BOCKJIMKHY/T XBOCT.

CobeceTHUKY He 3aCTaBUIIM ceOsl JIOJITO JK1aTh, KaJIHO HaOpo-
CWJIMCh Ha CBEKEMPUTOTOBJIEHHYIO TYIIKY. [ pOMKO YaBKasi, OHH,
OTPBIBAJIM OOJIBIIIUE KYCKU JKUPHOTO, COYHOTO, HEXXHOTO Msica, U
He 0c0o00 yCepACTBYs B MEPEKEBbIBAHKME THUIIM, U OTIPABJISIIA
€ro MpsiMO B JKEJTYIOK.

— Temno, B Geii cede B OaIKy, — IETOBUTO 3aroBOpuT JJoMoBO#
C VHTOHAIIMEN 3HATOKA XW3HH, OOIM3bIBAsI MAJIbIIBI TIO OUepeIn
Ha KaXJI0M U3 YETHIPEX PYK, — UTO KU3Hb IEPHMO, BCe Oa0BI OJ1s1-
1, 1 Cetuo, rpédanbli (poHaps! S OUTHIM KycOK Msica, 3HAIO,
0 YEM TPEIUIIOCh.

— 3anoMHuJ1, — KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM XBOCT, TOJIBKO U151 TOJIEeP-
’KaHUsI Pa3roBopa M HeXeJIaHUsI OOMJETh TOCTEPUMMHOIO X035~
WHa, CaM ke IrOCTh, TaK He JyMaJl, ¥ ObL1 HE COIJIaceH C MHEHHUEM
HomoBoro.



W oHu, cCHOBa HAKMHYJIUCh Ha €[y.

— Hu xo4emb, HEe Tpenuch Ha CYET TENKU. S, B HyTpO TBOE,
7Ie3Th He Oyay, — uepe3 MUHYTY, BHOBb 3aroBopui JJomMoBoid, —
Jlyumie, pacckaxu, 4To Ha 3emiie-To TBOpuThca? Pa3 yx, xep
3HAET, OTKY/la HJIENAeIIIb.

— He Bonpoc! — 1 XBoCT noBeAall roCTENPUUMHOMY XO3SMHY
CBOE MyTENIeCTBUE, YITYCKas JIUIIIb T€ SMU30/bl, KOTOPbIE HE CUU-
TaJl HY’)KHBIM PacCKa3blBaTh. 3aTO, OUY€Hb MOAPOOHO U B TOUHO-
CTU OIUChIBAJI BCTPEUABIIMXCSI EMY MECTHBIX KUTEJIEH U CThIU-
ku ¢ HuMH. U 310 JIoMoBOMY HpaBWJIOCH OOJIBIIIE, YEM CAMO ITy-
TEIIECTBUE, U NIEN3aXH, YTO OMUCHIBAJI eMY NapeHb. OUeBUIHO,
YeJIOBEK-MAyK JaJeKO OT CBOMX Pa3BaJIMH HUKYJA HE yXOIWII,
HECMOTpsI Ha BCIO ero OpaBajly v MOHUMAaHUE KU3HH.

OcobenHo ero 3anHTepecoBai bopss CTUXOMIET.

— CTUXOIUIET, CTPaHHbIN MaJIblii! — ynbIOHYNICST XBOCT, BCIIO-
MUHasl CBOEro HeJaBHEro NomyTyrka. — OH, mpaBja, HEC BCAKYIO
xepHio! Ho TbI 3Haenn, ABe Bemy MHe 3anaid. OH XoTen elne
9TO-TO HAOONTaTh, HO S €T 3aTKHYJI.

— Yeé 3a, XepHIO OH IJIEN?

XBOCT HAMOPIIUII JIOO, U C TOYHOCTBIO 3aITPABCKOTO MApOIU-
cra ckonupoBasl CTUXOILUIETA:

— Bea ku3Hb, MOs — IEPBMO.

W Bama toxe. ..

.. .HUYEro.

3aro,

Bce kuTh XOTAT, Kak 4yeoBeKku!



Ho...

C KaXIIpIM JHEM. . .

...Mbl IIPEBpAIAEMCS], B HABOZHUKOB

KYKOB!

UYem Gomblile Kyda y KyKa,

Tem MeHbllIe OH, ITOX0X Ha YejIoBeKa!

[TapeHb HAPOUUTO BBIKIAT KAKOE-TO BpeMsl U, HaOpaB B JIET-
KM€ BO3/yXa, MPOUYUTA BTOPOE CTUXOTBOPEHUE CBOETO 3HAKO-
MOTO:

— K10 THI?

Ko, s1?

Thl, AeByLIKa. ..

...’Kanb, 9YTO HE MOAI. ..

A, a?

Yro, 1...

S meLIb, B CEM MUpe OpEeHHOM. . .

Koutb 3521 OBI 4,

Yro OyzeT Tak, He cTai Obl s

Ha cBert, aBiaTbcs 4enoBekom!

JloMOBOI1 Ha MTHOBEHUeE 3ayMalics. Ero tesno meajieHHo npu-
HSUIOCh PAaCKauMBaThCsA M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, B TakT pucme
CTUXOTBOpeHUs. VI HEOXKUAAHHO [JI TOCTS, BHUMATEJIbHO Clie-
JMBIIETO 32 HUM, TPOMKO PbITHYI.

— IlpukonbHo, Teso 3amouwi... B Harype, 3a HYyTpPO BBIBO-
paunBaet! Bp-p-p! — OH XUTPO YIBIOHYIICSA, AJTMHHBIM HOTTEM,
TIOKOBBIPSIJICS B 3y0ax, JIOCTaBasi TOHKYIO MSICHYIO JKWIKY, — Ho



OJMH, TBOIO MaTh, 1 ke TIpaB! 3a Bcem, ctouT 6ada! Xa! A Thl MHE
TyT, yero yecan?! TBou apyr, BEpHO BCE cka3ail. Eciu Tel naemn
3a Hel, TO MPUTOTOBBCS K TPyAHOCTSM. TEMKA, MOXET ObITh U HE
TBOS. ..

—Ho... Xor4, ctoii. .. Tbl 3Haelb, 31ECh UTO-TO €CTh! — XBOCT
CHOBa HAMOPIIUJ J100, — CTUXOIIET caM MHE TOBOPWIT, UTO €My,
JOCTAaTOYHO KOCHYThCSI PYyKH JTI0OOTO U3 TEJl, U OH yXe 3HaeT ero
oymyue. . .

— Xa! Mosxer, 07151, OHO ¥ Tak. B Hariem rp€6aHHOM MHpe U He
TaKue uygeca Bogarcs. — JJoMoBou ciako notsaHyscs, — CIiblib
TeJIo, JaBal-Ka, B HaType, xpanaka gaauM. Eciu, He Bo3paxka-
enlb... A-a-a! — 4eJoBeK-Mayk rpOMKO 3eBHYJI, — A TO YOU-TO,
MOCJIe XOPOILIErO Y)KMHA, 3€HbKU CIUMATCsA. .. bis, Kak 3apa-
3HI. ..

— Ara, — cornacuiics ¢ HUM XBOCT, U CTaJl TOTOBUTH ce0e Mo-
creb. OH akKypaTHO U JIOBKO Hapes3as IyuyOK TOHKUX BETOK U
YJIOJKHJI MX Ha MOJIOTUH CKJIOH Ky4YH OMTOTO KUPITUYa, MPsIMO Ha-
MPOTUB JOTrOpaIero kocrpa. Omsnesncs Ha BCKUU Cayvyal U
YCTPOWJICSI HA UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHOM JIoXke. [JJoMoBOM ycTpouicst
PAI0M, U HE MOprasi, A0JI'0 CMOTPEN Ha OTOHb.

[Toce chITHOTO yKMHA, COH KaK-TO MPUIIEN caMm coOor. Ero
HUKTO He *JaJl. OH JJACKOBO OKYTaJI Tejla MPUSTHOM UCTOMOMU,
HAJTWJT YCTAJIOCTBIO BEKU, ¥ TIOTPY3UJI B MUP, OECKOHEUHBIX U SIP-
KUX CHOBUJICHUU.

C Bocxonom Certuiia Ha roiy0oil HEOOCKJIOH, Halll Tepoi OT-
KPBUI I71a32 U, He OOHAPYXKUB PSIOM CBOETO HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO,



PE3KO BCKOUMJI HAa HOru. HecMOTpst Ha BUEpallIHIO APYKECKYIO
6eceny, or JIoMOBOro Kak, BIPOYEM, U OT JIIOOOTO JPYroro Ku-
TeJIsl TOr0 MUpa, MOKHO OXHJIaTh 4ero yrogHo. OH onacHbIi
MIPOTUBHMUK, U C 3TUM HYKHO cuuTathes. [IpoBepui Ha mecte Jin
HOX, ¥ TYT K€ €ro0 B3IJISII YAl Ha «KeJIe3HYIo Jopory». B rmazax
MOJIOZIOTO Y€JIOBEKA YUTAJIACh TPEBOra, HO UyJO-TeJlera, CTOsIa
Ha npexHeM Mecre. Ha cepaue omierso.

— bnsa! Yyts He ycpasics! — BbIIOXHYT XBOCT, M MOJOIIEN K
OCTaTKaM BYEpAIIIHEerO YKMHA, OTOPBAJ OOJBIIION KYCOK M CTall
OBICTPO JKEeBaTh XOJIOHOE MSICO.

HaeBiuch, OH TpOMKO KPUKHYJ B pa3BajMHbI TOpPoOAA, CIIO-
Ba 0J1aroJapHOCTU MECTHOMY KUTEJIO U, He Tepsisl OoJibllie HU
€IMHON MUHYTBI, 3aIPBITHYJT HA TEJIeTy, MPe/IBApUTENIHHO YOpaB
KaMHHU n3-1of, konec. C CHION Hakasl Ha pblyar U Ta, CKpUIA
KOJIECAMHU, TPOHYJIACh B JAJIbHUM IIyTh, YHOCS CBOETO MTACCaXkMUpa
B HEM3BECTHOCTb.

4

Tpu AHA MpomoIKaI CBOM IyTh HAILl T€POM, OCTAHABJIMBASCH
JIMIIb JIJ1S1 CHA U OXOThl. biiaro anun, B 3TUX Kpasix, ObUIO MHO-
ro. Cka3plBajioch yAAJEHHOCTb OT XKWJIBIX MecT. Beuepom, Tpe-
TBETO JHSA, XBOCT BbleXaJl HA OKpauHy Jieca. He ycrien crpaHHuK
MIOPA/I0BATHCS, KaK OOJIBIINE ePEBbsI MOPEEIIH, YCTYMast MECTO
MOJIOJIO¥ [TOPOCIIH, HO U Ta, CKOPO MOMeJbYaja U pe3Ko o0opBa-
nack. Hanbine Obuia onsiTh OHa TpaBa. He puckyst ABUraTbest HO-
Ybl0 TI0 OTKPBITOM MecTHOCTH, Kosst XBOCTMK OCTaHOBWJICS Ha
Kpalo Jieca Ha HO4JIeT.



CripbIrHY/1 Ha TBEPAYIO MOYBY, U, MOLIATHYBIIUCH OT YCTaJIO-
CTH, CXBATWJICA 34 IPE3UHY, KeJle3sKa NPeJaTeIbCKA CKPUITHY-
na. [TapeHb mocMOTpen Ha He€ M YABIOHYJICA, Paaysch, 9To Oa-
rofapsi 3Toil CTPaHHOM IIITYKe, CMOT MPOJIeiaTh TaKoe OOJIbIIoe
PacCTOsSIHUE U BCETO 32 HECKOJIBKO JHEW. XOTsl, KOHEUHO, MOTPY-
JUTHCA TOXE MTPALIIOCH U3pAaHO. Ho, uTo Takoe ycranocTs B Te-
Jie, TIO CPABHEHMIO C MTPOZIETIAHHBIM OIPOMHBIM PAaCCTOSTHUEM, /1A
B CTOJIb KOPOTKUM cpok? Huuero! Beicniasncs v Bc€, cHOBa roToB
B IIyTh!

HemHoro mepeBens ayx, a 3a0[HO MPUCMOTPEB ceOe MeCTo
IUIsl HOWJIera, pelini ObICTPEHbKO Yero-HuOyapb nepekycutsb. EmMy
HexkaaHHo moBesno. Kak tonbko Kons yrmyOuscs B nec, Ha-
TKHYJICSI Ha TIOJISIHY, i€ MTPOXKUBAJIO 3as4be CEMEUCTBO. 3asill
OKa3aJiCsl CTPAHHBIM, CO IIKYpPOU 3as4ber, HO MOPAOYKON KPbI-
cuHoM. Jla 1 Ha BKYC, OKa3aJICsl He MPUATHBIM MsICO CHIIBHO OT-
naBasio TpaBoul. Ho rosoj B3sis1 CBOE.

Hackopo mepekycuB, nogOpocri OoJibilie TOJICTHIX MaJOK B
KOCTEp, TaK Ha BCSAKWU Cly4yald, BOPYr HOYb OyJET XOJOTHOM
WUJIA TIOTHUMETCS JIEASTHOM BETEP, U 3aBATIWIICA PAJIOM C KOCTPOM
CHaTh.

Hous niposieTenia B OTHO MTHOBEHHE, CJIOBHO €€ 1 He ObLIO BO-
Bce. Ko XBocTUK OTKpBLI IM1a3a ¢ nepBbiMy Tydamu Ceerwia,
*KeJasi IpoAOJIKUTH cBoM myTh. Ho cTpaHHO, rosioBa yxkacHo 00-
nena. Kaxaoe qBuxeHue 1eei BhI3bIBAJIO OCTPYIO, CTPEJISIONLYIO
00JIb, U IIBETHBIE KPYTH, TUTBUTM B U300UJIMU TIepe TJIa3aMH.

«51, garo Buepa nenan? Bpone, ve nui! Yro 3a xpens?! Moxer,



s fo0aHyIics BYepa, 000 YTO-TO TOJIOBOM? — XBOCT MOMBITAJICS
pyKamu omrynarb rojioBy. Ho pyku npukasza He mocayIaainch. —
Uro 3a xpeHb?!» — MBICTH ero padoTaiu ObICTPO, CIIOBHO MOJ-
HUU, HU BTOpasi, HU TPEThs TMOMbITKA HE TPUHECTIA HY)KHOTO pe-
3yabrara. C TpyJIOM OTOPBAB rOJIOBY OT 3€MJIM YBUJIEN, UTO PYKHU
PACKHMHYTHI B CTOPOHBI M KPETIKO MPHUBSA3aHBI K BOUTHIM B 3¢MJTIO
JepeBSHHBIM KOJIbsiM. Horu Toske. XBOCT Jiexkasi B CaMOM IIEHTpe
BBITONTAHHOM JIy;KallKW, BOKPYT Hee, MpsYach B TEHU JIEPEBLEB,
CTOSLJTH TTepPeKOITIeHHble XMKUHBI. OHU OBUIN CIIOKEHBI U3 BETOK
Y OYEHb MOXOKH HA IIAJAIIM, C TOW Pa3HULIEH, YTO TOBEPX BETOK
HaOpOCaHbI MUKW TPaBbl, CIOBHO COJIOMEHHAS KPBbIIIIA, TOJIBKO
B XYy/IIlIel €€ BepCuM.

— 3! Konuensie, xap? IpbixHyTb! YUMo mipuruio B cedst! — paz-
JaJicsl MKW KpUK. XBOCT, ¢ TIpeBo3Morasi 60Jib B 11iee, 3ampo-
KHUHYJI TOJIOBY, YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETh HA TOBOPHBILIEE CYIIIECTBO, U
€/1Ba He MOTePsUT CO3HAHUE, OT TIPOH3MUBIIIEH TeJI0, OCTPOU OOJH.

[Mocapimanicy U300peTaTe/ibHble MaTepHbIE BBIPAKEHHUS HUX
PagoCT U TOMOT, MHOTMX HECATKOB, HOr. ElE MuHyTa U BCE
MECTHOE «OOILECTBO» CTOSIO BO BCEW CBOEW Kpace, OKPYKHUB
TJIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM KPEMNKO MPUBSA3aHHOTO TUIEHHUKA. DTO OBLIO
cOopwmine yoorux u kajek. Ho onu, siBHO cebst TaKMMU He CUnTa-
. JIBuraimck o4eHb MPOBOPHO M HA YIUBJIEHUE HETIOXO ObLIH
BOOpYkeHbI. Te, 4To BO3pacToM MOJIOKE, B pyKax AepKaau KO-
Ibs1 U KAMEHHbIE TOIIOPBI, & CTAPUKU CTOSIJTH C JIYKaMU U HOKaMHU.

XBOCT OLIEHWJI 3TY KAJIKYI0 aMYHUILIMIO, HO B PyKax OMbITHBIX
BOMHOB, OHO IIPEBPAINATIOCH B OU€Hb T'PO3HOE OPYXKUE, KOE HeJI0-



OLIEHMBATh HUKAK HeJb3s. MIHaue, MOKHO OYeHb OBICTPO IOTLIa-
TUTBCSI CBOEU KU3HBIO.

— 3, O6parBa! Moxert, OTBsIKETe MHE PYKU? — BEKJIMBO 3aro-
BOPWJI C HUMU TUIEHHBIM.

B nomio cekyH[ibl, BCe OMOTYUINCH U HALIEIUIM B HETO CBOM
JIYKH U KOTIbS1.

— 23! 3-3! Yro 3a, Haxep! Y€ Ons He BTUpaere, 0 yeM Oa3a-
pio? — MOBBICKJI TOH XBOCT, IEPEXO/Isl HA MECTHBIM CJIEHT, KOTO-
pblil eMy, TaK HE HPABUJICS.

— W 1€, 61151, MBI OpEM? — cMSITYASI TOH, BOITPOIIAJIO OTHO JKeJ-
TOJIUIIEE CYIIECTBO, HAKJIOHUBIIUCH HAJ IJIeHHBIM. — CMOTpUTe,
€My He HpaBUTbCS Hallle roCTelpUUMCTBO!

— PazBsaxu pyku, ypon! Kak, yenoseka npomy! — Koss kus-
HYJI B CTOPOHY NIPUBSI3aHHOM PYKHU.

— Tor u€ 6151?! B Hatype, umo?! Kakoii s1 Tebe, 0151 Ha XyH,
yesioBek?! Thl u€ rHUAQ, pelns Nou3aeBaTbCcsl Hago MHOM?! YV
TeOs1 Y€, MOBBUIA3UIIO? — CYIIIECTBO CTaJIO BU3KATh, KAK pe3aHbIN
nopoc€HoK. — Tel Tie, OJist, BUjieN, 9TOOB y JOeH ObLT TaKkon
rop0, Kak y MeHs? J[Be HOrM ¥ TpeThe KOIBITO OOJITAJIOCHh HA CITH-
He? C ymamu ocna? Y Takumu rpadiasiMu, BMECTO PyK?

CHayasia XBOCT HMYETO CTPAHHOIO C PyKaMU TOBOPUBIIIETO
HE 3aMeTHJ1, HO MOCJIE ITUX CJIOB, OH BHUMATEJILHO MIOCMOTpEN 1
y>KacHYJICsI, HO BHEIIIHe He Tofiasl Buay. Ha ofHoit kuctu y cyiie-
CTBa pOCJIO CEMb NAJIBIIEB, 4 HA APYrOM ECATh, HO IIPU 3TOM, U3
KaXJIOr0 MaJiblia BBIPOC/IM €IIE MO Mape TOHKUX mynaier. Ko-
TOpble, BCE BpeMs1 HAXOAUJIUCh B ABMKEHUU, KaK Y 3MEH SI3bIK.



«Hu dwura cede! D10, YTO K€ HAMO OBUIO HAIIMM IPEIKam
TaKOE UCIIOJIb30BaTh WM CIEIaTh, YTOOBI UX MOTOMKH, TAKUMU
cramu?!» — HO Ha ymunie Ko XBocTuka, He APOTHYJ HU OJIMH
MYCKYJI. A BCIyX CIOKOMHO CKa3aJl:

— Jla THI IPOCTO KpacaBYMK, MO CPABHEHUIO C TEMH, UTO 5 BU-
nen! UyBak, B )KU3HU HE IJIABHOE, KAK Thl BBITVISAMILB, & KAK TO-
cTynaems!

— Tbt 4€ umo, BsiKaelb? — ¥ CylIecTBO CHJILHO MHYJIO pacrisi-
TOrO TJIEHHUKA HOTOM B OOK.

XBOCT 3710 CBEPKHYJI ITIa3aMH.

CymiecTBO 3aMaxHyJI0Ch KOMbEM, HO B TMOC/IEAHUI MOMEHT,
3aMepIIo B BO3JyXe U OTJIETENIO B CTOPOHY.

— [a! Komy roBopio, ma! Teno, Oyaer roBopuTth! — Ha IIEHTP
KpyTa BBIIILIO OTPOMHOE, KHIJIFCTOE CYIIECTBO, He TO 0a0a, He TO
MYXKHUK, C OTHOW OOJIBIIION KEHCKON TPYJbl0 U OTPOMHBIMU MY-
ckynamu. Ho cTosisio OHO Ha 4eThIpEX KOMbITaX, ABa U3 HUX Obl-
JIM, OYEBUJIHO, pyKamH. Toma APYyKHO U yBaKUTEILHO OTCTYITHU-
JIa Ha3a/1, ¥ OIYCTWJIA OpYKHe, TPOIycKasi CBOero Boxkaka. OHO
MOHSJIOCHh HA 3ajJHKE JIOIIAJUHbIe KOMBITA U BHOBb 3arOBOPU-
7o: — Hacran ToT yac, Koraa Mbl, MOeM MOIOJIHUTb CBOIO THU-
JIyI0 KpOBb HOBOW, 3/I0pOBOM KPOBBIO! DTO Teso, OJisl, JOMKHO
JaTh HAM CBOE CeMsl U KPOBb Haiemy riemeHu! M Mel, onsthb
craneM HopMasbHbIME ! [T03TOMY, €ciTi KTO ero TpoHeT, 6e3 Mo-
€ro coryiacusi, ToMy OaIliKy OTOpBY U 3aCyHY €My ke B 33 JHUILY !

— A BBI MeHS1, 00 3TOM cripocuiin? Xouy JiM s1, 9Toro? — nepe-
OuBasi 3bIYHBIN TOJIOC OPATOPCTBYIOIIETO CYIIECTBA, BOCKJIMKHYJT



XBOCT, MOPITIACh OT TOJIOBHOM OOJIH.

— Tebs1, THUAA, HUKTO HE CIIpAIIUBaeT! — 3aIlUIe] Ha HETO
BOX/b, U CHJIHO TTHYJI KOMBITOM TUIEHHUKA B OOK. — Tak BOT,
cerofiHs Houblo Oyner rynéx! Hamia, eqMHCTBeHHAs!, 1€TOPOJ-
Hasl Cy4yKa CerojiHsi OyleT TpaxaTbCsl, C HOPMAJIbHBIM YeJIOBe-
xom! Ero cems, 3apogut B Heu 310poBoro aerénsimal M ot aTo-
IO TeJa, Halll pojl, MaTh €ro, HAYHET BbI3JOPABIUBaTh! Tak ropo-
put, Emo! — oH cienian MHOro3HauuTEIbHYIO TIay3y, PajOCTHBIM
B3[JISIIOM OIVISIAEN CITYIIABLIYIO €rO TOJMITY COIUIEMEHHUKOB-MY-
TaHTOB, U TPOAOJIKWIL: — A TOCJIE, MBI, €r0 YucToe Teno, mycTum
no Kpyry u mycth, Kaxa0e TeJIo Hallero rjieMeHu BhpBeT cede
1o OOJIBITIOMY KYCKY Msica Ml COXPET ¢ ynoBosibcTBUeM! MO0 OH,
C 9TOr0 MOMEHTA, HAYHET BHI3I0PABJIMBATh OT CBOETO IPEOAHOTO
npoksAaTus! Eno ¢ Hamu!

XBOCT BHUMATEJILHO CITYIIIAJ peub BOXK/IS U MBITAJICS OCBOOO-
JuTh pyku. Ho oHM OKazainch HaKperKko MPUBS3aHbl K KOJIbSIM.
«BotT nonai!» — MpICJIM MyXaMy POWJIUCH Y IAPHSI B TOJIOBE, HYX-
HO ObUTO 4TO-TO fenath! Ho uto? XoTh Obl OIHY pyKy OCBOOO-
auth! U Toraa, oH cMor Obl BBITAIIIMTL CBOW HOX 1 OBICTPO OCBO-
o6omuthea. Ho kak, aTo cienarsb?

CyuiecTBa NpuIiiv B ABUKEHUE. /KEeHIIUHBI, €CIU TaK MOX-
HO BBIPA3UTHCSI, HarlepeOOi MPUHSITUCH 00CYXIaTh, KAK U YeM
YKPACUTh XMKHHY Iepe]] TAKUM I'PaHIMO3HBIM COOBITHEM. MYyK-
YUHBI K€ ITUHUYHO CMOTPEIM Ha TJIEHHUKA, HO TOT 3aMeTUJI B
UX [JIa3aX XOPOLIO CKPbIBAEMYIO 3aBUCTh. Bellb eciiv y HUX Bcero
OJIHA AEBYIIIKA WUJIM KEHIIMHA, KOTOPasi HEBA)KHO KaK BBITJISANT,



CriocoOHa PoIUTh PeOEHKA, TO TIO JIOTHKE BEIeH, KaX Ibli U3 1e-
PEBEHCKUX MYKUKOB, XOTeJ Obl ¢ Hell criaputhes. Ho raBHast
MaTka ui xpeil, Kosst eme He moHsi1, 4To coOoi MpeIcTaBs-
€T, 3TOT BEJIMKAH C OIHOU KEHCKOU I'PYy/IbI0 U OTPOMHON MYCKY-
narypoil. Het, oH Obl KOHEYHO, KOHEI] eIlI¢é TTOMOYMJI, KEHIIUH Y
HETO JIABHO He ObLJI0, HO BOT OBITh ChEJICHHBIM, 1A EIIE KUBBEM,
BOT TYT-TO OH, C TAKOM CBETUBIIIEN U COBCEM HE pay’kKHOM Mep-
CHEKTUBOM, OKA3aJICSI HE COIJIACEH.

«Huuero cebe, mpuiér otnoxHyTh! — nogymain oH. — CpovyHO
HYKHO TTPUHUMATh PEIlIeHHe W KaK-TO OTCIONIa BHIOUPATHCS».

— D, TBapb Oe300kHas! — KpukHya Kosist, ambaiy ¢ sxeHCKor
rpynsio. — Xouy, 6azap 6a3apuTh!

— U, 4€ THI MOXeIb HaM, TaKOro 3a0a3apuTh? — C KHTEPECOM
CIPOCUJT TPYIJACTBIM.

— 41, cornaceH, Ha Balll THWION PacKJiaf, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJI
XBOCT.

— Th1, cornacen?! — ynuBuics amoa.

— A, uro TyT Takoro? S meper, emg€ Tot! Jlioomo Ténovex! A
TYT, K TOMY Xe, ellié u peOéHKa cCOTBOpUTh Hyk)HO! [Ia 51, ToNbKO,
3a! Haxep, 61151 Oymy, ecniv He ponuThes peOeHok ! [Toka cyka, Bcé
ynku-myku! Tak 4ro, Mory, U meperpaxarh Bcex Bamux 0aodc,
€CJIM YTOIHO TO M OOPIOXaTUTb.

Awmban 3agymancs. B ero mo3ry, 3akunesna OypHasi IesiTeNb-
HOCTb. OH JIMXOPaI0YHO PACCYK/IAT O CBOEM OyayITieM BETUYHH,
€CJIM U B [paB/y 3alyMaHHOE MOJIyYUThCsl, OTLIOAOTBOPUTD BCEX
JKEHINWH, ¥ B UX IJIeMeHH OyIeT OOJIbIIle 3I0POBBIX JIIO/IEH, KUTh



cpazy craser Jierye. Ho ¢ Apyroii cropoHsl, €C/ii 3TOT IPOXOAU-
Mell ¥ IPOHI0Xa COSKHT, UTO TOT/IA CTAHETCS C €r0 POIIOM H Jie-
peBHell B 1iesioM? Ero muHbIA aBTOpUTET OCadeeT M HauHETCS
xaoc! JIBaauaTh JIeT Ha3aj, OH B OAMHOYKY CMOI' HABECTH IOPsI-
JOK, HO 3TO OBbLJIO TaK JaBHO, M K TOMY Xke, ObUI emeé MOJIOf 1
HOJIOH cWJl. [la ¥ BBINIAOUT 3TOT MpHILENel] BecbMa MpUBJIeKa-
TeJIbHO, J€PEBEHCKHUE KEHIIMHBI, IBHO HE OTKAKYTCSl POBECTU
C HUM HOUYb.

— CIBlIIIb TEJO, Thl CIIPABUIILCS XOTSI OBl C MAThI0 6abamu? —
NIPUIIY PUBIIVCH OTHUM TJIa30M, CIIPOCHJI amOaJl, PelivB ToJIo-
’KUTHCS HA CBOE MPUPOIHOE BE3EHUE.

—bns, obuxkaens! Ho 11 myimero pe3ysnbrata, B HATYpe HY K-
HO TPU HOYM.

— Hy-y, 161 oxpeneit, uyto m?! Y Hac yxe HOUBIO NTpa3gHUK!
Kak TonbKo Thl, caenaenib HaMm peOEHKa, TO M Cpasy Mpa3IHUK
HauHETCs. Tesa He MONMYT.

— A Teya NOMMYT, YTO MATh WM IIECTh BAIIUX TENOK, MOTYT
OT MEH$1 pOAUTH? — HE YHUMAaJICSI XBOCT, OH MHTYUTUBHO MOYYB-
CTBOBAJI, UTO OJIHOIPYIBI aMOajl, TOTOB C HUM COIVIACUTBCS, a
BBIJIEJIBIBAETCS JIMILb JUIs1 BUIUMOCTH U MOAbEMA CBOEH 3HAUU-
MOCTH. A KTO Obl M3 €T0 TJIEMEHHU, PEIIUIICS OTKA3aThCsl OT MPH-
TOKa cBekero cemMenn? Hukro. Bor Ha aTOM, M pemmn coirpars
Kons XBoctuk. Jlyuinie 4yTok NpoTSHYTh BpEMEHU U OTI0KHUTD
MOMEHT TMpPa3IHUKA, HA KOTOPOM €ro JOJKHBI OyIyT COXpPaTh, a
MOTOM YX, U TOMbITaThCSl BHIPBATHCS U3 JIall JEPEBEHCKUX KU-
Tesnei. JKEeHIIMHBI CTOSIM TUIOTHBIM MOJTYKPYTOM Y HOT IJIEHHO-



IO U, HE CTECHSISICh B BBIPQXKEHUSIX, CTAPAJIMCh YraJaTh, YTO Mpsi-
YeTcs B IITaHAX, 3TOTO CTPAHHOTO MapHs, U KaKoro pasMepa, u
HACKOJIBKO CHJIEH.

— Harmm 6a6b1, TOTOBBI TPaXHYTHCSA € TOOOM! — MpH TUX CJIO-
BaX CBOETO BOXKAKa, OJIETHIE B IIBETHOE TPSIIbE, KUTESTHHUIIBI Pa-
JOCTHO 3aKWBAJTH TOJIOBaMU. B MX B3rsaax, MOsSBUIACH TOXOTh
W JMKasi cTpacth, — Ho cMoTpu! — cTporo nmpukpukHy;1 amoar,
NIPOHU3bIBAS B3MJISIOM TUIEHHUKA, — ECTM momnbiTaenibes, naana,
CAPBICTHYTh, 3aBAJTIO!

— Hy, at1o rpy6o! — BbigaBui u3 cedst IPyKECKYIO YIBIOKY
XBoCT, peBo3Morast 60Jib, — Thl KO MHE MO-YeJIOBEUECKH OTHEC-
csl, 1 s TeOe OTBEeUy TeM Ke.

Takoit TOBOPOT COOBITHIA YCTPOMJI KOIMBITHOTO ambana. OH
CTYKHYJI KOTIBITAMHU-JIAOHSIMU B 3HAK, YTO MpoOIieMa pelieHa u
Pa3BEpHYJICS Ha 3aTHMX HOTaX-KOIbITaX.

— Teno, y MeHs UMeeTcsl BCTpeuHoe IMpejiokeHue! — cMeso
3aroBopuJ1 XBOCT B CITUHY aMOaITy, TOT OCTAHOBHJICS, OJTHU TOJTb-
KO YIIIM HEPBHO OTOMBAIU TakT, — He 0311, rOBHA HE MOJICYHY.
Tuna xody, 4ToOB 6a0Obl TBOH, XOPOIIO MOMBUIUCH U 3aXOMIIH
Jepes yac, 1nocJje Bhlieaie 6adbl, U3 MOel JIMYHOU XUOAphI.

Kot Bc€ mpuaymbIBas1 Ha XOJ1y, MBITASICh MOATOJKHYTh COOBI-
TSI TAKUM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI €My, HaKOHEll, Pa3BA3aI PyKU H
JaJi CBOOOTY.

— A-a! Bor Tbl 0 4éM! — OONEr4y€HHO MPOTSHYJ MECTHBIN
BOX b, IIPEJICTABIISIS ceOe YCIIBIIIATh, YEro-To 60Jiee OMmacHoro u
HEBBINIOJIHUMOTO, — Crienaem!



C 3TMH CJTOBaMU BOX/Ib TUIEMEHU, TAK U HE IOBOPAYUBASICh,
3amarai ganbiie. Komst ocrasncs nexarb noj Kry4uMHU JIydaMu
Ceeruna. Tonna, cocTosas u3 XpoMbIX, KOChIX, MHOTOPYKUX U
MIPOYMX KUTENEN JepeBHHU, pa30luIach IO CBOMM XHOapam roto-
BUTHCS K MPEACTOANIEMY MPa3IHUKY. MBICIU Y IPUBSI3aHHOTO
NapHs, TEKJI TOJIBKO B OJIHOM HATpaBJIeHUH, KaKk OCBOOOIUTH
pyku!

C To¥ CTOPOHBI, C KOTOPOM XBOCT HE MOI' BUJETh, IIOCIIbIIIA-
JICh CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH, 3TO OKA3aJIMCh JIB€ OCOOU KEHCKOTO TO0-
na. OHU Heclu ¢ co00 JIEPEeBSIHHOE KOPHITO, HATIOJIHEHHOE POI-
HUKOBOW BOJIOW U TIapy MIETOK, BHIMOJHEHHBIX U3 HEU3BECTHOTO
€My PACTEeHHs], HEOIIPEEIEHHBIX Pa3MEpPOB U PACLIBETOK TPSII-
KM M Ta, YTO ObLJIa OTHOCUTENILHO MEPBOH 10HA, CBOOOIHOU Y-
KOU KpenKo Npuxkumaia K Tpy[iu JepeBSHHBINA COCY/], HAOTHEeH-
HBII TATy4en xkuakocThio. OHa, cTaparesibHo, epedrpaa CBO-
UMH TpeMsi HOraMu, 00sICh OCTYITUTbCS WM 3aIyTaTbCsl B JJTMH-
HOM T10/10J1€ 100KU, ¥ TIOJIOWIS K TUIEHHOMY, O€peKHO MOCTaBUIIA
cocyg1 okos1o Hero. ClieloM 3a HUMU MOJIOIIEN KapiMK, Ha KOPOT-
KHMX HOTax, C HEOObIYAtHO Pa3BUTON MYCKYJIATypOul U IMIMPUHON
ied, He MeHblle MeTpa. Bes ero durypa, mpuiana ot u30bITKa
(puzrueckoit cuibl. OH rpy0O HACTYIIII HA PYKY XBOCTY, KOCTb
€/1Ba He JIOTTHYJIa OT YPEe3MEPHOro JABJICHUS HA HEE, JKEHIIMHBI
pa3Bs3aIU y3eJ1, KapjuK OTIYCTUJT PYKY, OHU CHSUIU C He€ pyKaB
JDKUHCOBOM pyOaliky M CHOBa MpuBs3aiv. Toxke mpoaenaiy ¢
JIeBOU pyKoit 1 Horamu. [Ipy 3TOM OrpOMHBIN Kapiuk Oecriepe-
MOHHO HACTYTIaJI HA PyKH ¥ HOTH, JIaBasi TAKUM 00pa30M TOHSTh,



910 OAJIOBCTBA OH HE MOTEPITUT.

Korna nmpouenypa pa3aeBaHus 3aKOHUNJIACh, OH OTOILEI O[],
TeHb PACKUIMCTOW aKallMh, U MOI4Ya HAOMIOIal CO CTOPOHBI.
Keniuna, uyto OblIa MocTapiie, epsasi OKyHyJ1a METKY B BOLY
Y IIPUHSIIACHh TEPETh 3arOpesioe TeI0 MOJIOI0ro MyxkuuHbl. Cie-
JIOM 32 HeH npucTynuia u Bropas. OHM MoJT4a Aejiajii CBOE Ae-
70. CHayasia 3T0 y HUX MOJIy4aJloch IpyOO U HEMPUATHO, HO MO
Mepe NpUOIMKEHUS K TIOJIOBOMY YJIeHY, ABUKEHUS CTAJIU JIACKO-
BBIMU U HEKHBIMU. XBOCT PAacCcIaOWIICs M 3aKPbLT 71432, MPeJIo-
CTaBUB BO3MOXXHOCTb JKEHIIMHAM, HACJIaJUThCA ero tesioMm. Ha
BCI0 OaHHYIO MTPOIIEyPY, YIILIO TPUMEPHO OKOJIO yaca. CBETHIIo
HAJTUJIO HEIIAHO, HO TIOTOKH ITPOXJIHOM BOJIBI, ObLITH MPUSTHBI
U OCTYKaJId pasropsiy€HHOE, 3aropesioe Mosogoe teno. [lortom,
IUIEHHOT O, IEPEBEPHYJIN Ha KMBOT. PaHa OT 0OTpe3aHHOro XBocra
ere He COBCEM 3aTSHYJIOCh, © HEMHOTO M00aMBaio. JKeHIHbI
3aMepId, YBUJIEB ellE He 3apyOlIeBaBIIyIOCs paHy.

— 9T0... TBApbh OJHA, pelllajia MEHs] MauKaHyTb, — OTO3BAJICS
XBOCT, OH B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT, caM 3a0bUT PO TO, YTO y HEro
eme CoBCeM HeaBHO POC XBOCT U OBICTPO OTBETHJI, YTOOBI HE
BbI3BaTh MOAO3PEHUS, U STOT OTBET, MECTHBIX XKUTEJIEH YCTPO-
w1, — S yenien orckounts. U TyT %€, caMm, 3Ty CyKy npupesan!

ZKeHIIHbBI TOMBUIY [JIEHHOTO, MOAAJIM 3HaK KapyiuKy. TOT He
JapemMall ¥ ObICTPO MpPUHSUICS pa3Bsa3biBaTh Koo U, MpoTsiHyB
MYCKYJIUCTYIO PYKY, TIOMOT ITOJHATHCS HA HOTH, IIPYA 3TOM, KpeTl-
KO JIepaJjl MapHs 3a JIOKOTb. XBOCTUK HE COMPOTUBJISICS, MO-
HMMaJl, KaK pas3BsKyT, TO B TOT K€ MHUT, KOHTPOJIb 32 HUM Oy-



JIeT YCUJIEH, U JIeJIaTh MOMBITKY OekaTh ceiuac, ObUIo Obl COBCEM
rnyrno. COKOWHO TIO3BOJIAJT OTBECTH ce0s1, B ICHTPAIBHYIO XH-
’KUHY, OCBOOOXJIEHHYIO CIIelMaIbHO JIIs Hero. Tyra e, OTHec-
JIA BCE €ro JINYHbIC BEIIIH.

«Ternepb, MOXXHO U 00yMaTh CBOE TIOJIOKEHHE ! » — Pa3MBblIII-
7511 XBocT. B xubape, 1o EHTPY, Kak U MOJIOKEHO, CTOSIIIO JIOKe
Y3 [JIUHBI, TOBEPX YJIOKWIM HECKOJBKUMHU CJIOSIMU TIEPUHBI, Ha-
outsle cyxum ceHoM. Opesxaa OpolilieHa Ha Tpyoo CKOJIOUEHHYIO,
U3 KYCKOB HeOOJIBIIINX, CTBOJIOB JIEPEeBbEB J1aBKy. He Toporuuso,
OH TIOJOIIEN K CBOEH ofiexkie. B mkuHCcoBas pyOaxa, Jiekapiiast
NIOBEPX IIITAHOB, TYT ke OblIa onynaHa Kosel, HOx oka3ajics Ha
CBOEM MecTe. MecTHbIe OJTyXH, He COU3BOJIUIIN OOBICKATh €ro Be-
! D10, MJIEHHUKA BEChMa [MOPAI0BAJIO0 K HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMJIO.
3HaTh, OHU HE CTOJIb KPYThI, KaK KayTCs, U TOOET, IMeeT MECTO
ObITh! 3a rPSI3HBIM TOJIOTOM TOCIIBIIIAIUCH TsKENbIe maru. Ko-
JIs TIEPeJIOKUI OfIeXk 1y OJMke K UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHOMY JIOXKY U
CelJl PsiIoM, MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTABAsICh COBEPILEHHO TOJIbIM.

3anananHasi, rpsI3HBIMU PyKaMU, 3aHABECKA OTKMHYJIACh, U B
XWKUHY TPOCYHYJICS, COTHYBIIMCH MOIOJIaM, OJHOTPYIbI aM-
oau.

— Teno, TeI TOTOB?

— B Harype!

— 3axomu! — 1 amMOa KpsIXTs, BbUIE3 U3 MPOEMA, MPOITyCKast
B 130y, JOBOJILHO CUMITAaTUUHYI0, CPEJHMX JIET XkKeHImHy. OHa ¢
JIIOOOITBITCTBOM PA3IJIsi/IbIBajia MOJIOJOE TeJI0, 0COOEHHO YJIeH.

— Yukca, npoxoau M najav! — NpUIaCHi rocThlo XBOCT. —



Kak, kimmuyt?

— Mapro, a Te6s?

— XBOCT.

He ycnien Moso10ii 4enoBeK BHITOBOPUTH CBOE ITPO3BHUILIE, KAK
JKEHINMHA OBICTPO CKUHYJIA CBOE KaJIKOe, HO YHMCTOE OjiesiHUE,
Y MIEpEJ] HUM OTKPBUIOCh YEHTyWYaToe TEJO, C YEThIPbMs YIIpY-
UMy rpyasMu. UyTb HUXKE TYIKa, eMy YABIOHYJIHCH OOJbIITe
ryObl. XBOCT 3aKMYPHJICS, MBITASICh OTAEIAThCSI OT BHE3AIHO-
ro BeieHus. «Yto-To s pazHepBHMuasics! [lepxu, cedst B py-
Kax!» — ycrokauBas Komst cam ce6s1. MeasieHHO OTKpBLT T71a3a,
HO HIKHUE T'yObl, eMy BHOBb YJIBIOHYJIMCh, 1a TaK CHJIBHO, YTO
OOHAKUJIM MEJIKKME M OCTpPbIe 3yObl, POCIINE B HECKOJIBKO PSIIOB.
DTa yacTh Tesa KEHIUHBI, ero MmokupoBaia. HoBosiBIeHHBIN ca-
MEL-OCEMEHUTEIIb, CUIEN C PACKPBITHIM PTOM M HE MOprast CMOT-
peJl Ha OCKaJIEHHbIE TeHUTAJIMU TOCThU. A Ta, BUJIS TAKOW HEMO/I-
JEJIbHbI MHTEPEC MYKYMHBI K COKPOBEHHOMY MECTY, MOJIOIILIA
K HEMY BIUIOTHYIO U MOJIOKUJIA PYKY Ha cuiibHOE miedo. OT Hee,
CJIAJIKO W BO30YK/IAIoIIe MaxJjio, U JakKe ITOT HEOKUAAHHBIA, HO
OYCHb NPUATHBIN (haKT He BHI3BIBAJ y HETO BO30yxaeHue. ['yOb
pacriosiarajimchb, Kak MoJI0XeHO BJIOJIb TeJla, KaK Y BCEeX KEHIIMH,
HO, YTOOBI OHU YJIBIOAJIHCh, A eIE CKPBIBAIU 32 COOOM OCTphIe
KaK y aKyJjibl 3yObl, TAKOro XBOCT He Bues Hurje v Hukorga! U
KakK, MMXaTh TyJIa CBOETO «apyra»? OHa ke «ero» orkycur! JKen-
IIMHA TIPUHSJIACH JIACKaTh, OCTENIEHHO MPUOINKASACH K YJIeHY,
Y TOT Mapy pa3 OTBETUJI HA €€ JIACKY, HO KaK TOJIbKO B3I Ko
yIiepcsi B yJIBIOAIONIYIOCS] TPOMEXHOCTb, Cpa3y BO3BPAIAJICS B



UCXOJIHOE TIoJTIoJKeHHe. ['0cThsl, He coOMpasach Tak OBICTPO C/1a-
BaThcsl. OHA yn0XKWUIa TIEHHOTO HAa CIUHY U MPOJIOJIKUIA, YyB-
CTBEHHBIM U JIAaCKOBBIM, 9pOTHUYECKU Maccax. [lpixanue Map-
IO y4acTUJIOCh, TyObl HAOYXJIM M C 3yOOB 3aKaraju CJIIOHH, eIle
MI'HOBEHHME M OHa, OblJJa TOTOBAa BCTAaBUTh YJIEH B CBOE UPEBO.
Het! Muputbcs ¢ TaKMM NOJIOKEHUEM, TIEHHUK HE COOMpAaICS.
7KMBO B3J1 MHUIIMATUBY B CBOM PyKU. JIOBKO OMPOKUHYJ MECT-
HYIO )KUTEJIbHUILY Ha JIOMATKH, U CaM, IIPUCTYITUJI K CEKCYaTbHBIM
Urpam, BCSUECKU n30erasi 3y0acThix Ty0, KOTOpbIie, BO30OYkKIEH-
Hasl MECTHASI JKUTEJIbHUILIA, TaK JIOBKO ITBITAIACh TOACTABUTH IO
ero cuiibHble pyku. Kosis, ObICTpO pasrajian yJIOBKY U MepeBep-
HYJI MAPTHEPIITY Ha XUBOT. Ero 1agoHM 3aCKOIB3UIIH TIO KEHCKO-
My Telly, M Ha KaxXJ0e JIaCKOBOe JABMkeHue, Mapro TOMHO CTO-
HaJla ¥ MPUINOJAHUMAJIA CBOW YEllyn4aTblid 3a/1, CJIOBHO UrpaJia
C WIEHOM, MPUIJIAIIasi ero Kak MOXHO ITyOxe MPOHUKHYTh B €€
HEW3BECTHbIC TTyOMHBI M XOPOIIIEHbKO UX HccrienoBarb. 1 Ty,
MOJIONION YeJIOBEK pas3Iiisifiell, YTO MeXy 3yO0acTIMu Ty0aMu 1
IIOKOJI/THOW JABIPOYKON PACHOJIOKUIIFICH MaJIble PO30BBIE TYOHI.
Ot BO30YXJeHUS YelllyiiuaTasi Koka pa3gBUHYJIACh, U PO30OBbIE
ryOKM CHJIPHO HAOyXJIM Y TIPUOTK PBUTUCH, CIIOBHO, TIEPBBIN pOO-
KW BECEHHMI 1IBETOK. BOT TyT-TO, €ro ujeH B3MbLT K HeOy, U
OoMbIIIe HEe Pa3MBIILIsIsL, XBOCT OCTOPOKHO O3 TpyOoCTH BCTa-
BUJI B Y3KYIO 111eJ1b. OMH TOTYOK BTOPOM U JKEHIIUHA 3a/IpOXKa-
Jla BCEM TeJIOM, BIIETIMJIach 3y0aMu U HOTTSIMU B TPaBSIHYIO TIe-
PHMHY I'POMKO 3aCTOHaJIa M oOMsIkIa. Komist cam Toro, He oxuaast
OOUJIbHO KOHYMIL.



— Thl, k1€Bad T€NKa! — noxBanwi e€ XBOCT, CTapasCh HE Ay-
Marthb 0 3y0acThix rydax. Ho te, onsiTh, pacruiblinch B JOBOJIBHON
yibiOke. Komst 3axmypuiics.

3a Bephio MOCTBIIAINCH Yaaisomuecs marn. Harm repoit
YIBIOHYJICSI, IOHUMASI, YTO MX TIOZICTYIIMBaIU. Boxab-amban, na
Y BCE OCTaJIbHBIE XUTEIU AEPEBHU, TOYHO 3HAIOT, ITPOIIECC 3a4a-
TS 3aKoHueH. [lapTHépina, Tak U Jexana, mogparuBast OT yao-
BOJILCTBHS Ha JIOJKE CBOEH MepBOi HACTOSAIIIEH JTI0OBU, OHA UMEH-
HO cefyac TMOHsIA, YTO BCE, UTO JIeNIajlM paHblle, ObLJIO HE TO
u He Tak! [Tuxare wieH, B 3y0acTy0 MPOMEKHOCTh He HYKHO,
Kak Obl OHa He MpocKiia. DTa MajieHbKast IIPOYKa, KOTOPOH OHA
TaK ¥ He MOIJIa HAaTU TPUMEHEeHUs1 OKa3ajlach CaMoOu CJiaKou!
XBOCT ke, COBEpIIEHHO HETPUHYXJIEHHO, 0e3 CTECHEHUS, BbI-
1IeJT TOJIbIM Ha YJMILY M Ha I71a3aX y BCeX, CIaJKO MOTSIHYJICS.
MecTHbIN HApOJ] CBETUJICS OT CUACTbsI, HO JIesiajl BU/I, YTO HUYETrO
HE MPOU3O0IILIO, ¥ MPOAOJIKAJ TOTOBUTHCS K Mpa3aHUKY. Bokpyr
XWKMHBI HUKOTO He ObLIO, KpOMe MYCKYJIMCTOTO KapJIuKa, HACy-
NMBIIEro OpOBH U OPOAMBIIIETO OKOJIO «Xpama JII0OBU», HO OTH3-
KO He moaxoauit. Jlepxkancs Ha pacCcTOsSIHUY, POAOJIKAs BHUMA-
TEeJIBHO CJIeUTh 32 TUleHHBIM. KoJisi MogMUrHyi, ¢ BOX/IEICHH-
€M TIOCMOTPEBIIIEN Ha HEro >KeHINWHE, W CKPBLJICA 3a 3acajicH-
HBIM T0JIOroM. Mapro nojHsuiach Ha HOTY Y, TOKaYuBasiCh, MO-
IIJIa HABCTPEYy CBOEMY HOBOMY MapTHEPY ¥ TPOMKO UMOKHYJIA
€ro B IIEKY 1 OaromapHo OOHSA.

— Cnacubku! — MuJto pousHecsa oHa. — Thl, OTOHB!

XBocT ynabpIOHYIICST yroiKoM pTa. Ero 3aciyru moutu He Obl-



Jo. [lapTHEpIa BCE caeana caMa, OH IPOCTO-HAMPOCTO XOPOLIO
e€ BO30YIWI M MPUMEHIJ UMEHHO Ty ABIPOYKY, 4TO ObUIa IS
9TOTO U MpeJHa3HaueHa. A yablOHYJICS, HE OT TOro, YTO €My I10-
JIbCTUJIA TIOXBaJIa, a OT TOrO, YTO BCE JAEPEBEHCKHUE MYXKUKHU, HU
pasy TOJIKOM He BO30YK AN CBOMX JKEHIIWH U MBITAJIMCH COBEP-
111aTh TOJIOBBIE AKTHI MJIM 3a4aTHE B IPOMEXKHOCTH, I7I€ HAXOAH-
JIMCh yIIbIOAtoNIHeCs 3y0acThie TyObl M 0€3 TPaBM He €CTeCTBEHHO
He ooxonuinock. menno Komst XBOCTHK, NepBbI OTBICKAIT 3TY
YKPOMHYIO IIEIOYKY ¥ ObUT IIEPBOIIPOXO/IIEM B STOM feJie, U 0
HACTOAIEMY IIEPBBIM MYKYMHOU, B :kM3HA Mapro. U ato, uep-
TOBCKH JIbCTUJIO!

— U 4é, mbl 1bIOMMCS? — C HAIYCKHOM CTPOTOCTBIO CIIPOCHUIIA
Mapro. — YyBak, 4To-TO HE TaK?

— Jla Bc€ Tak. 3Haemsb, Ha JylIe XOPOIIO, KOrAa ITPaBUJIBHO
crenaenb aeno. Mue, BCE NOHPaBUJIOCH!

— U MHe, oxepeHHO!

Ort takmx cyo, Komo XBocTrKa Bcerya Kopoousio, 1 ceivac
y HEro 3aJ€prauacs IieKa.

— Tob1 ué?!

— Jla Bcé, ormmuHo. f BOT, cMOTpIo Ha TeOs. KpacuBas xeH-
IIMHA, B TeJie, IPU IIUKapHOH (urype. ..

- 4e?

— A pasroBapuBaellib, Kak pacriocieTHIN 3a0yapIra MyKUK
B TaBepHe! He, s1 He B 06uay. Thl He mogymaid, yTo Xouy TeOs
Kak-To 00u1eTh. Takas muKapHast KeHIIMHA, KaK Thl, He JOJKHA
pyrartbcsi. Moii coBeT, iepecTaHb yroTpeOsTh pyraTeibCTBa, 1



Thl IOYYBCTBYEIlb, KAK BO3PACTET TBOW aBTOPUTET U B JIEPEBHE,
U cpeqy camIioB rieMeHu. U mony camu K Te6e OTSHYThCSI.

— W 4€? — HeposepurBo Mapro nocmotpena Ha Kosmo.

— Bor ceituac, ckaxu He «M 4€?», a «A dtO0, ¢ TOro?», Win
«B cmbicne?», «Jlnsg yero?».

— Kak-To... TBI Teno, crpanHo 6azapuib?! — KEHIIMHA MTPU-
[y pUJIaCh.

— Kak pa3 Hao00poT, «Oazapuiib» cefvac Thl. — XBOCT TMOJ-
MUTHYJI Mapro, — A £, pa3roBapvBai0 Ha HOPMaJIbHOM, Y€JI0Be-
9YecKOM si3blke. A pa3Be TeOe, MOsl TIpeKpacHasi Jieid, He Hpa-
BUTBLCS MOM s13bIK 7 MHE MOKa3a10Ch, YTO HPABUTHCS.

— ...a... — Mapro, xoTena 4Tro-TO BO3pa3uTh, HO, B €€ TeJie
3alIeBeJINIACh AYyIlA HACTOSIIIEN KEHIIUHBI, U OT TAKUX MUJIbIX
CJIOB TIApHS, Y HE€ Mypalky MoOekau Mo Tely, CMBICT KOTO-
PbIX, OHA YJIaBJIMBaJIa CBOUM IEPBOOBITHBIM XKEHCKMM UyThEM, a
HE yIlaMHu.

— 41, c To6oi4, emié He mpomanch! — XBOCT UTPUBO MOIMUTHYIT
Mapro 1 nogai xeHiuHe e€ Bemu, — 51, 3arsany Houbso! TBou
riaza! Teoé teno! O-o! YroBop, 4T0O HUKTO HE 3HA!

— Ok! MHue nonpaBuiuch TBoM cioBa! A momuok! Bynmy
KIaTh!

[MapTHEpIIIAa HETOPOILIMBO OAENACH, TO H JIeN0, Opocast Onaro-
JapHbIE B3I HA CBOETO HOBOTO JIIOOOBHUKA U OTIIA €€ Oyy-
miero ped6énka. Ha rporanbe, celisiHKa YMOKHYJIA €ro B TyObl U
OTKMHYJIa MOJIOT.

XBocr ke, mogymMat: «Tombko O He MOAXBATUTH TAJ0CTh Ka-



Ky0!» 1 OBICTPO 0OJIAYMIICA B CBOU OZICK/IbI U OCTOPOKHO BbI-
DJISTHYJT M3-32 3aHABECKU.

Mapro KoposieBo¥ Iia o JepeBeHCKON yiuIle, He CIiela 1
rpalro3HO MoKaurBast O€apamu Ha 3aBUCTh BceM. CyacTbe cBe-
TWJIOCH B €€ I71a3ax v Ha Jiuile. MecTHbIe My:KUKH, OPOCHIIN CBOU
3aHATUS U HEMTPUIIMYHO TISUTUIINCH HA He€, a KeHIIUHBI CMOTpe-
JIV C HECKPhIBaeMOM 3aBUCTBIO. TYT K Hel, MOJCKOYMIIN eIE ue-
ThIPE TOIYTONBIX MHOTOTPYJIbIX YeIyHYaThIX AEBUIl, HABEPHOE,
€€ MoJIpyTH, HO BCE OHU, BHEIITHE ObUIM MEHee CUMITaTHYHBI, YeM
Mapro u He Tak XOpOIIO CJIOXeHbI. JIUIb MOIOAOCTh ObUIA HA
ux cropoHe. Co BceX KOHIIOB JIEPEBHU CTEKAJICSI HApOJ, KeJlast
U3 TIEPBBIX YCT, YCIIBIIIAThH O «IIOJIBUTE» IJIEHHOTO.

XBOCT OryIsifiesics, BUIsA, UTO 32 €r0 XMKMHOW HUKTO HE CMOT-
pur. Jlaxke, MYCKYJMCTBIA KapJIUK, U TOT BOXKJIEIEHHO 3aCMOT-
peicst Ha Mapro. Pa3mymbiBaTh Ob110 Hekoraa. BrICTpo cKkpbuicst
3a xJaunkum crpoenuem. Ocmorpencs. Bokpyr Hukoro. O66e-
JKaJl CJIeYIOLIUI JOM, IPUTAUJICS Y €r0 3a/IHEM, TOHKOU CTEHKH.
Jlo KpOMKH TYCTHIX 3apOcJyieid, OCTaIOCh IIaroB COPOK U JIBE XU-
*kuHbl. EIIE HECKOIBKO JONITUX MIHOBEHUH OKUIAHKS U OTPOM-
HBIX MIPBIKKOB, U TUIEHHUK OYYTWJICS Ha OKpauHe JepeBHU. Ha-
IIEr0 Teposi, OTAEIISIIO BCEr0 HECKOJIBKO IIaroB oT 3apocieid. U
BIPYT, KaK IO BOMIIEOCTBY repei HUM BbIpoc Kapiuk. OH ObLT
B OJIHMX JIBIPSABBIX M 3aHOMIECHHBIX ITaHaX. Oroj€HHBIA TOPC
HaJ[3Mpartesisi, Urpaj MbIIIIIAMH, 1aBasi MOHATh Oeriely, yTo Tak
pocTo, eMy He yiuTH. JInbo BepHYThCSI 0OpaTHO B IEPEBHIO, JIH-
00 BCTPETUTHCS B CMEPTEJILHOM CXBAaTKE CO CBOMM HaJ3upare-



JIeM, JIMLIOM K JIUILY.

— To1, On1s1, TpeOU 0OOpPATHO, HE TO BHIPBY HOTH! — 3arOBOPHIT
MEIIIOK MBIIIIII, €0 TOJIOC ObUT IIYXUM U XPUILIBIM. — UTO CcyKa,
JyMaJl, Thl cCaMblil XUTpoxkonbid?! 4 xutpee. ..

XBOCT pe3KO B3MaxHyJl PyKOUl, U MPOTUBHUK PYXHYJ C IIy-
XUM CTOHOM, JEepXKach 3a rpylp. bernen yXMbuIbHYIICS:

— Th1, Ipy>kuIlle, MHOTO pa3roBapuBaeliib. .. — rporientan Ko-
JI1 1 OCMOTpEJICS.

Bpone tuxo. Ux HukTO, HU4Yero He Bujiea. OCTOpOXHO MOJ0-
HIEN K KapiuKy. HarHyscs m JIOBKO M3BJEK CBOM OCTPBIM HOXK
U3 Teja yOUTOro, BHITEP O UyXKYIO IITAHUHY, CIIPSATAT HA MECTO.
7KMBO MogXBaTui TeNO KAapJIMKAa Ha PYKU M CKPBUICA C HUM B
3apociisgx Oy3uHbl. e ymoxun yOuToro, moj rycTbiM KyCTOM
U CIIEIIHO MPUCHITNIAT €ro, MPOILUIOrOIHUMU JIMCThIMU. bexarhb
MPUIILIOCh OY€Hb OBICTPO, B JIOOYIO CEKYH/Iy MOIJI KHHYThCS B
MOTOHIO. .. HO, TIpaBja, He aoiro. Kons OykBaibHO Hajetes Ha
omHorpyzaoro amOaina. Tor, Bctan Ha 3a/IHUE KOTIBITA U BBITSHYJI-
Cs BO BEChb CBOM OIPOMHBIA M MOTYYUHM POCT, a MEPEIHUE py-
KH-KOIIbITA CKPECTHJI Ha TPy, TOTOBBIN B JIIOOYIO CEKYH/Ty 00-
PYILIUTD BCIO CBOIO MOIIIb Ha Oeriena, Ho ycabiman cioBa Komu
XBOCTHKA:

— O! 3Bunu! Yyth, HE paszgaBu!

—INajmna, kyna apanaeriis? — He OLIEHWT IoMopa amoOalt, — YUro,
cyka, npodanadomuicsa?! Iymaenin, st Tebe moBepui? Jla Takoi
T1aJ1aJTM KaK ThI, 5 C [IEPBOTrO BAKaHbs He oBepsio! MbI 3a TOOOH,
TEJIO, IPUCMATPUBAJIM B YETHIPE IJ1a3a!



XBOCT CMOTpeJI TOBOPHBILIEMY MYTaHTYy MPsIMO B IJia3a, Iie-
peMHHasICh C HOTM Ha HOry. He roBopsi HU cJioBa, BHICOKO MOJI-
NIPBITHYJ BBEPX M YAapuil KOJIEHOM, amOasia B mogooponok. Ty-
1112 OMKHYJIA, BBITYYMB IJ1a3a, OJHOBPEMEHHO, OT OOJIU U yAUB-
JieHus1, OOMSIKJIa M MEIIIKOM PyXHYJIa B TPaBy, 3a0pbI3rUBasi BCE
BOKPYT (POHTAaHOM KPOBH M3 pa3OoMTOro HOCa, ryd M MPUKYIIEH-
HOT'O fI3bIKA.

Konst XBocTUK MOBUC Hajl MOBEPKEHHBIM MPOTUBHUKOM, U
MeJJIEHHO 3arOBOPWIT:

— XpeH, Tl MOpkOBbIH! Ecu qymaeriib, 4to B3s1 MEHS CIIsi-
M, To ctai repoem? Iluiiky, cyka, Tede B 3aanuity! A Pyc-
ckuii! A Pycckuil yenoBek, Jaxe rojibiMi pyKamu, OyleT cBoe-
My Bpary rop:io peatb! 3anomuu 31o. Eio roopui: «He nenait
APYroMy 4eoBeKy OOJIbHO, M He MOy UMb OO0JIb Ha3a!».

AMOat 3aCTOHAIT ¥ TIOMBITAJICS TIOAHSITHCS.

— Jlexu! — yxxe Msrde mpousHec XBOCT, — Y MeHs K Te0e, eCTh
JenioBoe mpeasioxenue. S, He youBawo 1edsl, a ThI, OTITyCKAelllb
MEHS1 U He Mpecieyelllb.

— ThI..., — mMIIET CKBO3b OKPOBABJICHHBIC TYObI U BHIOUTHIC
3yOBl ambaJ1, — TeJI0 OXpeHelo. . .

— Kak xouelp, — nosas rjedamu XBOCT M AOCTaI HOX. [IBu-
JKEHUS1 OBLUTH CTOJTh OBICTPHIMU M OTTOYEHHBIMH, UTO B IJIa3ax Of1-
HOT'PY/IOTO TOSIBUJICS PEaJIbHBIN CTpax 3a CBOIO JKU3Hb.

— 3-3! Teno, nopoxau! Y€ s, 6715, Oyay UMEThb C TOTO, Y€ ThI
YUIEIb? — OT YaCTOrO HEPBHOTO JIBIXaHUsI, €ro OOJIbIIasi KeH-
CKasl IpyJb MEJIKO 33/1poXkaJa.



— A ThI, HE TaK IJIyI, KaK Kaxenbcs! — ynbiOHycst Komst XBo-
CTUK. — ECTb y MEHs OuH cekper, Mory noxpenutscs. Eciu, Ko-
HEYHO, XOUelllb.

— V6azapun! TBoii ceKpeT, MaTh TBOKO, HA TBOIO KHU3HB!

— Uner!

— Teno, cMOTpU y MeHsl, €CI TBOM CEKPEeT MHE He MOKakKeT-
Csl TAKUM Y CEKPETOM, TO Oy/1y YMCTO MO-TAllaHCKH, BHIHYK/IEH
OTITPaBHTh 32 TOOOM TOJITY !

— be3 6!

XBOCT YXMBUIBHYJICSI, IOHUMAsI, HACKOJIBKO 3TO Yrpo3a HU-
YTOXKHA, HO TYT %€ B3I ce0s1 B PyKH, U CLIOKOMHBIM TOHOM OT-
BETUIL:

— Cnymai meHsi, BHUMatesibHO! — KoJisl HakJIOHWIICS HUXKE,
03UPAasICh IO CTOPOHAM. — DTO, 3HAIO TOJIBKO 1. Tenepsb Oynerb, 1
THI B TeMe. Tak uTo, ecyiv Xxouelb ObITh BCEr/ia B JIMAepax, AepKu
SI3BIK 32 3yOamm.

— Teno, He nenaii nane rosnopy! Poxai yxe!

— Mornopen! Pyoums ¢purmky! Cymiiait BHUMAaTEIbHO U 3a110-
MUHai, TOBTOPATH He Oyy. [ToBepb, HEKOT1a TPaTUTh AParolieH-
HOE BpeMsl, Ha MyCTYyI0 OOJITOBHIO.

Awm0an, TpUMNOAHSUT TOJIOBY U TMPUCTAILHO TOCMOTpEN Ha
OBbIBITIETO TJIEHHOTO. BBIOOpA y HEro He OCTaBajOCh, Kak JIOBE-
PUTBLCS ITOMY JAEP3KOMY TMApPHIO.

— ¥V Bcex Bammx 0a0, MeXAy YIbIOAIITUMUCS 3yOaCTHIMU T'y-
Oamu. ..

Boskak HAaCTOPOXKWICS, BUAHO CaM OITyCKaJl TyAa He pa3 CBON



KOHell, a TOTOM MHOTI'0 JIHEH €ro JIEYUJI OT YKYCOB.

— ...7 HIOKOJIAJIHOU JIBIPOYKOM, B BOJIOCAX ITPSYETCH e1IE OIHa
MaJieHbKasl M caMas TailiHasi, HO ciajikasi apipodka. Ho 3anomuu!
OTKpbIBaeTCs OHA, KOTJIa XOPOIO BO30YIMIIb CBOKO JKEHIIUHY.
3anoMHu, OYeHb XOPOIIo BO30yauTh 0adcy. MHave, He OTKpbI-
Baercs. TONbKO Mocse XOPOUIMX JIACOK, UX JIOHO OTBOPSETCS U
MOXHO TYJ1a, BCTABUThH CBOU MTPUOOP.

— Yro 3a, Haxep?!

— Komy «Haxep», a komy u ynoBosibcTBHE. .. He cyTb. .. Ceil-
Jac, W B IEPEBHIO, W MTPUTJIACH K ceOe B XIDKUHY Ty, UTO Tebe
HpaBuTcs. U He cniemm 3acoBbiBaTh! ITO Beeraa ycneelib. | 1as-
HOe, BO30YIM XOPOIIIO, M OHA camMa OTKpoeTcs!

— He Tpennembcs?

— Her. JlagHo, Teno naBaii! Yaaum B moosu! U nereit Tebe
CBOUX, a He BopoBaHHBIX ! VI Gosbilie, HE TepsANTe CUIO TallHY pa3-
MHOKEHHUS. . .

— OTKyna Thl 3Haellb, po AeTen?! — ynuBieHno ambana He
OBbLIO TIpesiena.

— 9T10 cenvac, HeBaxkHO. Jlenan, yro ropopio! Ilokenosa, uy-
Bak!

C s1MH citoBamu, XBOCT JIOBKO CITPATaJ HOX U, MIEPEIPbIT-
HYB C MecTa OMKalInid KyCT, CKPBUICSI B TYCTOM IOAJIECKE.
Ham repoit 6esxan ObIcTpo, He cOMBast JpixaHus. ONbBIT KU3-
HU TIOJICKa3bIBaJl, YTO MHOI/A, TaKHUe JIIOAM Kak amOall, 4acto
CBOE CJI0BO HapylawT. U ceiiuac, eAMHCTBEHHOE Yero OH MOT
clieNaTh, Tak 3TO yOexkaTh, KaKk MOXKHO Jlayibliie oT AepeBHu. Ho



OJHOTPYIbIA MOCTYMWI HE Tak, Kak npeanonaran Koms. Yrtep-
IIACHh OT KPOBU, BEPHYJICS B ICPEBHIO U YBEN C COOOW B XMKUHY
IOHYIO JIEBUILY, YTO CBOJIMJIA €r0 C YMa M OTBEYABIIYIO B3aMMHO-
CTBIO, LLIECTUTPY/IYIO KPAacaBUIly AHUTY. YK TaMm, cAesial BCE Tak,
Kak pacckazai emy Oersell. Hactpoenue y 1epeBeHCKOro Boxaka
MOJHSUIOCh. Belb OH MPOBEN caMylo MPEKPACHYI0 HOYb B CBOEU
’KU3HU, C TIOOUMOW KEHIIUHOM, HAPOYb M03a0bIB O TUICHHUKE.
3Has Takoil BOMIIEOHbIN CEKPET, CTall KOPOJIEM KEHCKUX ceprel
U UX TeJ. A Te, OTAABAJIUCh €My LIEJIMKOM U IMOJHOCTBIO, MOKa
Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIET PEBHUBBIE MYKHKH, KaXJABIINE UMETb Ta-
KOM K€ YCIeX y JKeHIIMH, KaK ¥ OH, TIO/IHSTH OYHT U B CTPAIIHOW
Jpake, ’KeCTOKO YOUJIM CBOEro J0OBeOOMIbHOTO BOJKaKa U BCE
ero cemerctBo. [ToTom onomumIuck Apyr NpoTUB Apyra B O0Opb-
Oe 3a BJIaCTh B JIepeBHE. A BCKOPE, OCTaBIIIUECS JKUTEJIH TIocesie-
HUs pa30pesnch Mo MUPY, B MOMCKAX COOCTBEHHOTO CUACTBSI.

Ho Bcero storo, XBocT 3HaTh He Mor. OH Tak u Oexan, 10
CaMoro 3aKaTa, TIOKa He CBAIUJICS B TPaBy Oe3 UyBCTB.

5

JKecTkoe Jioke BBI3BIBAJIO CUJIBHOE HEYI0OCTBO, W TIPUXOJIU-
JIOCh BOpOUaThes ¢ OOKY Ha OOK, Hila ynooHoe rnosoxenue. Ha-
KOHEI[, OH YCTPOWJICSI yAIOOHO, HO TYT TMOAYJ CHJIbHBIA BETEp,
U MyTHUKY CTaj0 Oe3yMHO XOJIOAHO. Betep, cBOMM JieisTHhIMU
MOPbIBAMU, TTPOHU3bIBAJT Ka3aJach HACKBO3b U ONIEK]Y, U TEJO.
XBOCT MOTSAHYJ ofiesio Ha ceOs1. Y TyT 0co3Hau, 4To TeM caMbiM
packpsut Upy, u et 6ynet xononHo. [ToBepHysics Ha npyroi OOk,
crapasich Teriee YKyTaTh U MPUXKaTh K ceOe JIEBYIIKY, HO pyKa



HalllyTnasa XOJIOAHYIO U MOKPYIO TPaBy.

Kosns noackouni, kak yxajieHHsld. Wima rmazamMu JeBylIky,
HO e€ PSIIOM He OKa3aJioCh. DTO ObLJI, BCETO JIUIIIb COH. . .

OnsAtb coH!

[lapenp moexwics, cTpsxuBasg ocTaTku cHa. Ocmorpesics.
HeGocBon KpacHBIM 3apeBOM TpPOHYJ paccBeT. Tsokénble Tyuw,
MEJIEHHO ILUIBLIN 0 HEMY, TTOATOHSEMBIE XOJIOJHBIM CEBEPHBIM
BETPOM, UHOI/IA, C HUX CPBIBAIMCH KPYITHbIE KAIUIM J0KAA.

Hy:xHo ObL10 uckath yoesxwuine. [leHb ooerancst ObITh ChIPbIM
U xonogHbIM. Braneke, Ha one cepelorero HeOa, mokas3anach
Ky4Ka BBICOKHX JIEPEBBEB, KyJa W OTHpaBWiICA Hall repod. OH
OexaJ, crapasich, Kak MOXXHO, CKopei jo0parbesi 10 Hux. Ko-
1 3arpeMelt ePBbIil TPOM, MyTHUK CKPBLUICS MO/ T'YCTBIMU KPO-
HAMU MCKOPEKEHHBIX BOWHOM WM JIPYrod KakoW Oelou, ThICs-
JeJieTHUX JTyOoB. [lepBblie Karum 3acTydali 1o JIMCThSIM. XBOCT
OCMOTpEJ TEPPUTOPHUIO, HA KOTOPOW €My IIPUAETCS MPOBECTH Ka-
koe-To BpeMms. [log 3TMKU MHOTOBEKOBBIMU MCIIOJIMHAMU, MEJ-
KO paCTUTELHOCTU TIOUTH He OBUIO, 3aTO UMEJICS OTHOITAXK-
HbIA KUPIUYHBIN JTOMUK. BMECTO qBepeil — orpoMHbIE BOpPOTa
KaK C OJIHOU CTOPOHBI, TaK U C APYrOM, C IMOW B LIEHTPE MOYTH B
YeJIOBEUECKUI POCT U O[] CAMBII BEPX 3aBAJIEHHON BCSIKUM MY-
COpOM, ¥ HeOOJBIITMM OKOIIIKOM C TpaBa OT BOPOT. Boiins moxn
€ro NnoJtypa3pyiieHHyo Kpoio, Koss 3anymancs: «MHTepecHo,
a 1151 yero ObUT IOCTPOEH Takou Hecypasubiid gom? [a eme u ¢
SIMOM TIOCepe/IuHe Mpoxofa. .. XM... MIHTepecHo, U KTo U3 Hac,
em€ B kU 00yThIN?! XoTs... KTo nx pazbepér, onu x pa3Bu-



Thie ObLTH ! »

Ho Tak u He Haias mogxXoAsIlero OTBeTa, MPUHSLIICS LIyCT-
po cobuparh poBa sl KOCTpa, MOKa He TMOMIEN JoX/ab. biaro
CYIIHSIKA BAJISUIOCh B OKpYTe B U300uIMy. Beitanun u3 kapmana
OTHUBO, YAPKHYJ Mapy pa3 OTTOUYEHHBIMU ABUKEHUSIMU, OTOHb
BCIIBIXHYJI CHAaYQJ1a MAJIEHbKUMH OPaHKEBBIMU SI3bIYKAMH, MPe-
Bpalasi Cyxoil MOX U JIyOsiHble BOJIOKHA C KOpOH ayda B Kpac-
Hble yroypku. JKap Habupan cuity, noromias Bc€ Oobliie IpoB.
XBOCT NOAKUHYJI B OTOHb TOJICTBIX BETOK M PACTIONIOKUIICS Y KO-
CTpa, TpesCh OT ero Teria. MeJKum 10 ab, BCKOpE, PEeBpaTHII-
cs1 B uBeHb. [10TOKM BOJIBI, OYpHBIMU PYUbsIMH CTEKAJTH C TOJTY-
CTHUBILIEH KPBIIIU U COOMPAIIMICh B OTPOMHYIO JIY)XY, B HU3MHE
noz crapeivMu aydamu. Korma ta 1o Kpa€B HaIloJIHUIIACH, IITyM-
HBII Oy pIISAIIHIA TIOTOK IEPEeTHICS B MOJIOJION OBpar, YHOCS MyT-
HbIE BOJIbI JJIblle, BHU3 1O Jiory. KocTép pasropercs, u ero ter-
JI0 corpesno nmyTHUKa. M3penka HeOobllue MOPLIBbI BETPa Blle-
TaJlv, B pPa3pylLIEHHOE BPEMEHEM CTPAHHOE CTPOEHUE, 3aCTaBIISASA
MOEXUTHCS HAIIIETO TEPOsT U TIOIOJIBUHYTHCS OJTMKE K OTHIO.

K Beuepy uBeHb 4yTOK MPUYTUX, U XBOCT Pa3nymil, CKBO3b
HIEeJIECT W IIyM BOIbl, BO3HIO IOJ KPbIIIEW, AepKallylocs Ha
4yeCTHOM ciioBe. CHayasia XOTes €€ MPpOUTrHOPUPOBATh, HO TOJIO/-
HBIM KEITYJOK BOCIPOTHBWICS MOJYAIMBOMY CO3EPLIAHUIO OT-
Hs, U TIOTpeOOoBaJ, OT CBOEr0 XO35IMHA, BCTaTh U MOCMOTPETb.
Bnpyr Tam, MHOro BKycHeHbKoro?! XBOCT BCTall U 3aryIsiHyI B,
TaK CKa3aTb, uyepAayHoe nomeileHue. JKenaHue kenyaka Moj-
TBEPAWIUCH. Tam, IpsAMO Ha TOCKAxX, THE3IMJIOCh HECKOJIBKO IIap



aukux romyoeit. Kosst cxBaTin HI4Yero He Mojio3peBaloIiero ro-
TyOs1, OTCEK HOKOM TPH TOJIOBBI U OOJIBIITYIO TYIIKY OBICTPEHBKO
OCBEKeBaJ TYT e OKOJIO KOCTpa, Mepbsi Opocut B orons. Hagen
Ha MMITPOBU3UPOBAHHBIN BEpTes, CIETaHHBIN MPSIMO U3 JPOB,
IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIX JJIs1 KOCTPa, U MOBECHIT HaJ OrHEM. MeuieH-
HO 1 0e3 TOJOAHOW JPOXKHU B PyKax, MPUHSIICS KAPUTh TOMyOsI.
OH HUKOT/Ia HE CYEeTHICS TPH MTPUTOTOBJICHUY MUY, ¥ HEBAXK-
HO, KOTJJa OH TIOCJIEIHMI pa3 eJl, 3Ta MPUBbIYKA, BHIpaOOTaHHAS
c ercTBa. [ 1aBHBIM B ero Mupe ObLIO TO, YTOOBI IIHIIA, XOPOIIIO
IIPOIIEKJIACh WIXA CBAPWIIACh. TOJIBKO 3TO, FapaHTUPOBAJIO €€ XO-
poliiee YCBOSHHE, MHAUYE, MOIJIO CIIYYUThCSI HECBApPEHHE KeITyI-
Ka. J[laxe royOb, B 5TOM MUpe, ObUT He JUETUIECKOH nuIei. ITa
ITHUIIA KMeJa TPY TOJIOBBI, 1BA KPbLJIa U Ba XBOCTA, U JIBE [JIUH-
HBIX JIalbl, KaK Y KypHIIbl, 12 )KUPHOE U JICHUBOE TeJIO, BCIIEe-
CTBHE Yero, TJIOXO JIETAJIa ¥ CeJIMIIach B MeCTax OOraThiX TMHUIIIEH.
Ot 3TOr0, MaJIOMOABMXHOTO 00pa3a XU3HH, roayOb CTal XUp-
HBII 1 OTPOMHBIX Pa3MepOB.

7Kanko, uto He ObUTO XJ1€0a 1 CONTN, HO 3aKapeHHbIH, O XpPy-
CTAIIEH KOPOYKH, TOJyOb M TaK MPUINENCS 1O BKYCY, YCTaBIIle-
MY U TPOIpPOTIIeMY MyTHUKY. XBOCT JIOBOJBHO B3JOXHYII, IO-
CJie XOpOIllel Tpare3bl, HOAKUHYI ellé HEMHOTO JAPOB B OTOHb,
PACUUCTHII MECTO MEXJY CTEHKOW M KOCTPOM, MPUMOCTHUIICS U
COBCEM TO-JeTCKH TIOTSIHYJI KOJIEHH K TPY/H, TIOJIOKUB JIATOHH
MeXJy HMMH, a TOJ] TOJIOBY, HArpeThlil y KOCTpa, TJIOCKUI Ka-
MEHb U 3aCHYIL

Ero mpiciu B TerJie, Aa Ha CHITBIA XKEMYIOK, TEKJIM THXO H



CIIOKOWHO, CJIOBHO BOJIbI HEOOJBINION PEUYIIKH, TEKYIIel cpean
IJIAJIKOM, KaK CToj ctenu. {0k b, 32 CTEHaAMU XJIITKOW XHUOapHI,
npojomkancs. Berep Hanetan JOBOJBHO CUJIbHBIMU MTOPHIBAMH,
MHOTI/IA IOHOCS /IO CHaBIIETo MyTHUKA MeJikue Opbizru, Ho Koms
OBbLT yKe JaJIeKo OT 3Toro mupa. Ero Horw, marasnu ro jeassHon
MYCTBIHE, U [I€ OH CTYIaJl, peKpalaiach CTyXka, BbIIJISAbIBAIIO
Caetuiio, npobuBaack TpaBa. M Tak emy OT 3TOro ObUIO IPUST-
HO, YTO OH CTapaJiCsl Ia)ke pexe JbllIaTh, YTOObl HE CITyTHYTb,
3Ty CBOIO HOBYIO BO3MOXHOCTB! Ha CHery nosiBuimce 4yenoBeue-
CKHMe ciiefibl, 1 XBOCT 3allaraj o HAM, Kak 3a4apoBaHHbIA. Benp
Oypsl yTHxaja U siBUja eMy, el€ He 3aMETEHHBIN Cliel YesloBe-
Ka, sIBHO OnynuBIIero B Oyrryomem mupe cruxuu. UM crano B
JBOWHE TIPUSATHEH, YTO OH JOTOHSUT 3a0Iy/IMBIIIEroCs MyTHHKA,
Y C KaXXIpIM IIaroM, CJIeJIbl CTAHOBIUIMCH CBEKe! U cBexkel. Eme
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, U Nepe; XBOCTOM, OTKPBUIUCh COBEPLIEHHO
cBexxue cnenpl. OTcrynuBinas Oyps eme He ycrela uX 3aHeCTU
CBOUMH JIEISTHBIMU CHE:XMHKaMU. [lapeHb yCKOpWJI 1iar u eBa
nepenien Ha Oer, To yBHIET, B HECKOJIbKMX MeTpax ot cedst, Ope-
AYIIYI0 B CHEXHOM OypaHe skeHCKyio (purypy. Komnst ppany: Brie-
pén, uTo OBbLIO CUJI, HO KpacHasi KypTka ¢ Kpukom: «[lomoru-
Te-e-e!» copBajach BHU3 B JICASHYIO MPOIACTh, Pa3BEP3HYBIILY-
10CS IPAAMO TEpeJT HE.

— Upa-a-a! 4 3pe-e-ech! — 3akpuyan XBOCT, U BCKOUUJI CO
CBOET0 HArpeToro JIoxa.

Ero rnaza, 6e3yMHO mapwiv 1o Noixypa3pylieHHOMY IOMY U
MIBITATUCDH TIOHSITh, T OH U YTO TAKOE CIYUYHJIOCh.



UYepes MUHYTY CO3HAHUE BEPHYJIOCHh K HEMY. MeJIeHHO noj-
Hsuicd Ha Hord. [TocmoTpesn B OKOHHBIN PoEM. 1ok ab nepecTal.
CBeTniio mpoOUBaJIOCh CKBO3b HEOOJIBIIIME MPOCBETHI B TyYax,
HO OBUIO BUJIHO, 4YTO JIeJI0 IO K Beuepy. CTpaHHUK mpochal
MOYTH CYTKM. U 3TO yke, He UMEeJIO HUKAKOro 3HayeHus. [yia,
B rpyau Komu XBoctuka, paspeiBanach Ha MEJKUE YacTH, U OH
HHKAaK He XOTeJl MUPHUTHLCS C TEM, YTO 3Ta JIEBYIIKA OISATH MOTHO-
Ja. Cmy1aso To, 4To €€ OH He OueHb pasriaaen. Ho TouHo 3Han
¥ ObUT B 9TOM aOCOJIIOTHO YBEPEH, UTO 3TO ObLJIa UMEHHO OHA.
B rpyau 3amemMmiio Tak, Kak OyATO €ro camoro, 3aXaid MEeXIy
JBYX CKaJl, KOTOpblE MPOAOJIKAIN BCE CuilbHee cikumathes. [loa
HOraMH XJionajia Boga. XBOCT CHavyaJla 1€ MEAJIEHHO, ITOTYIINB
B3IVIS/1, HO, KOTIa TEPIIETh YIIEBHYIO OOJb CTajl0 HEBO3MOKHO,
noOexalt Briepén, HaBcTpedy cBoei cyapoe. bexai momnro u cra-
paJicsl He 0 YEM HE JyMaTh, TOJIbKO TaK €My CTAHOBWJIOCH JIyYIIIE.
CryCTHBIIUCDH C OYEPEAHON HEBBICOKOU COIIKH, €T0 IyTh IpoJie-
raj 4yepe3 MPOCTOPHYI0 aOCOIIOTHO POBHYIO CTEMb, MOPOCIIYIO
JOBOJIBHO BBICOKOW TpaBoi, 4to 3arpyaHsuio Oer. Ho Komst ne
cobupaJcs Tak OBICTPO CAABATHCS, JI0 TEMHOTHI elIé ObLIO Yaca
HOJITOpa, @ MOXET U Bce JBa. M 310 BpeMs, NapeHb penini He
TepsTh. bexasn, He cMOTpsl Mo cTOopoHaM, He oOpainas BHUMa-
HMSl HA MECTHBIM NeW3ax U yCTaJoCTh, MPUIEPKUBASICH TOUHO
BBIOPAHHOT'O UM HaIlpaBJieHus1, nojackazanHoro Ctuxomnérom. U
IUIEBATh, HA MTOJCTEPEraIIye Ha Iy Ty onacHocTi! HeoxnganHo
JUTst ceOs1, BCIOMHUJI PO CBoero 3HakoMoro CTHXOIUIETa, Kak
OHM MO3HAKOMWJIMCh, KaK TOT MOAICKa3aj XBOCTY HalpaBieHUe



€ro JBUKEHUS, a KAKUE CTUXU COUMHSLIL. . .

Tyt nora Ko XBocTHKa 3a1ienuiack 3a 4To-TO TBEPIOE, U
OH KyOapeM IoJieTes B TpaBy.

— Yo 3a... Haxep? bas, Hy BooOIie! [axke B rmyxoM, cyka,
noJie W TO, NMajbl, HacTynsAT! TBo MaTh, 4TO ONs, 3a KHUTyXa
nonwta! I'maza, cyka, He BapuaHT pa3yTh?! — TOHECIOCh pa3rHe-
BaHHasl peyb U3 BBICOKOM TpaBbl. — DTO nurel kakou-to! Koy,
CyKa, TopBaTh Obl TeOe 3a Takoe!

XBOCT, ycrblnaB OpaHb, He oOpalias BHUMaHUS Ha yIIUOBI,
OBICTPO MOIHSJICS HA HOTY, MAIIIMHAJIBHO MPOBEPIIT HA MECTE JIN
HOX. B rycroil pactutesibHOCTH Mociblnanach Bo3Hs. [TyTHUK
MPUTOTOBUJICS K 0010, 0KKJasi YBUAETh HECKOIbKUX MPOTUBHU-
koB. Ho BMeCTO HUX, OSIBUJICS Y€TOBEK-KOHb.

— Oro! — ynuBuics XBOCT.

— XpeHa Tam «oro»! CMOTpeTh Haflo Kyaa OeXUlllb, IpUIy-
poK! — OOMKEHHO ChSI3BMIT YeJIOBeK-KOHb. Ero Kormbita HEpBHO
nepeOupany U TONTANIM 3eNEHYI0 TpaBy, U3 yero Koms coenman
BBIBOJI, UTO 3TO CYIIIECTBO, CAMO OOUTCS U PYraeTcsi TOJBbKO IS
OCTPACTKH, B XK€JAHUM HAITyraTh HarJela.

— PaccnaObest 4yBak, — BBIIOXHYJT XBOCT, IBITAasiCh BBIPOB-
HSATH AbIXaHue, Tociie ObicTporo Oera, — [IprHOITY CBOM UCKpEH-
HYE U3BHHEHUsI! — OH TIOJHST 00€ PYKH BBEpPX, XKeJast MmoKa3arh
HE3HAKOMILy, UTO He COOMpaeTcs JeiaTh eMy HUYEero Xyaoro, —
4l GpicTpo Oexan 1o cel MpeKpacHoW paBHUHE, Ky/a Ij1a3a riis-
ISIT, U, YECTHO MPU3HAIOCh, HE 0COO0 CMOTpEJ TI0 CTOPOHAM, A
u cebe nox Horu! Bot u He 3amerun 1ebs1. VickpeHne mpu3Haio



CBOIO BUHY.

— Yr0 32 XpeHsp, TYT MOpEIIb? — CKPUBHUJI JILIO YEJIOBEK-KOHb.

— Hy, BOT onAATh. .. — rpycTHO npomentan XBOCT, [IOHUMAs,
YTO HYKHO BHOBb [IEPEXOIUTH HA MECTHBIN CJIEHT, HO TOMY IPO-
TUBWIACH JyIlIa, HO HY’KHO CPOYHO HE3HAKOMIIA IIPUBECTH B UyB-
CTBa U YK€ I'POMKO 3a TOBOPWJI, — Xepa, Tl TYT TBapb pasnercs!
Mse, 65151, IOCpaTh Ha TO, TJ€ W KTO JISKWUT WK Jimker! Pasyid,
najyia, 3eHKW, WM Thl HE BUAUIIb, YTO 5 TYT Oery?! bis, g He
pydatoch 3a cedsl, myIy Ha Msco!

YenoBek-KOHb 3aMep, BUS UCTUHHOE Oe3yMue M HEHABUCTh
B IJIa3aX HE3HAKOMIIA, pellns OT Ipexa Nojajblle, CAEIaTh
HECKOJIBKO LIAr0B Ha3al.

— D, TeJI0 He CePAUCH. .. DTO, A TaK... Iy Toro, YroOHl Ha-
Iyrars!

— JlanHo, npoexaiu. Teno, Tl KTO? — epexo/is Ha IPYKECKUI
TOH, cripocuil XBOCT. — §1, Toxke, mpuHouty cBou u3BuHeHus! He
I10 TEME BBICTYIIUIL.

— 4, [Iumurpum.

— Xoporree nmsi, — ynsionysncst Konst, — OueHp npusiTHO 1o-
3HAKOMUTbCH.

— Teno, He HaIO HAJL MOMM UMEHEM CMesITbC ! — IJ1a3a 4eio-
BEKA-KOH, 3JI0 CBEPKHYJIA OTOHBKOM.

—INouemy cmesithest? [IpekpacHoe ums. U, ecnu 51 He ormmoa-
10Ch, O3HAYaeT, CTPAHCTBYIOIUH 110 CBATBIM MECTaM BEPYIOLIUN
yesioBeK. YecTHO ckaszarh, s1 caM TOJIKOM He IIOHMMAIO, YTO 3TO
3HAYUT, HO NIEPEBOJUTHCS, KAKETCA TaK.



— A ThI, OTKy/a 3Ha€ellb? — HACTaJIa OYEPEAb YAUBUTHCS YeJIO-
BEKY-KOHIO.

— Jla ymelo uynTath NMCbMEHA, Pa3HbIE. . .

— VX THI, KJ€BO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ [TUmurprm u mogoréen ommke
K XBocty. — 1 ué, peanbHo? He Tpermienincs, yyBak?

— 4, Pycckum 4esioBek, U HUKOTAa He BpY.

— KTO ThI? — HACTOPOKUJICS YETOBEK-KOHb.

— 41, Pycckuil yesoBek.

C 3tMu ciioBamu, XBOCT NPUCTAIBHO nocMoTpen Ha [Tum-
rpy¥Ma, TOT BHUMATEJIBHO M3y4Yajl CBOETO HOBOTO 3HAKOMOIO, a
KOI71a OKOHYMJI OCMOTP, 3aKJIIOUMIL:

— Thl, B HaType, cTpaHHbld. He Takoil kak Bce. Ypon Ka-
KOH-TO. ..

B pyke Konu 611ecHy1 HOX, HO 4epe3 CEeKyHLy, OH ero CIpsITal
o0OparHo.

— Jla, MosxeT Tbl 1 npaB. Ho Tak, Kak s BHIVISIKY ceiluac, paHb-
111€ BBIIVISIACIIM Halllv rpeiku. Eciiu He Bepulllb, BO3bMU CaM IO-
cmotpu. Ha!

XBOCT U3BJIEK U3 BHYTPEHHETO KapMaHa JIKUHCOBOTO MUIKa-
ka ororpacpun u nporsanyn [unmurpumy. ToT ¢ onackoit mpu-
HSUJT MX U3 PYK HE3HAKOMIIA U C OOJBIITNM JIOOOIBITCTBOM IPH-
HSUICS PasIyIsiIblBaTh [IBETHBIE KAPTUHKU MOJ 3aXONSIIMMU JTy-
yamu HouHOro Ceetwia. Takoe uyno, oH Bujen Brepsbie. C Kap-
TUHOK CMOTPEJIM COBCEM JKUBBIE JIIOAU, U Ka3aJOCh, UTO €IlE
MI'HOBEHHE, U OHU HE BbIAEPKAT, U OTOMPYT, J1a 3aCMEIOTCS Hall
HUM, HAQYHYT pa3roBapuBarh, nBUratrbcs. Komns crost Momya u



HaOJTI0/1aM1, C JIETKOM YJIBIOKOUM Ha ry0ax, 3a peakimen codece-
HUIKa, JaBasi BO3BMOXHOCTb EMY CAMOMY, OLIEHUTh Pa3HUILy TOTO,
9TO OBLJIO ¥ TEM UTO CTaJI0, TIOCJIE TOrO, KaK UX MUP UCTIOPTUJICS,
TOYHEE CKa3aTb yMEp.

— 3a0aBHble KAPTUHKY, — cKa3ai [Iuaurpum, npotsarusas Ha-
3a]] BBIIIBETININE OT BpeMeHu (potorpaduu, — ITo MHe, 0111, KO-
HEYHO, HuXepa He Joka3ano. Ho Oyaem cuurarh, 4TO THI TEJO,
MeHs nipubonTtant. f, ynusuics!

— XM, HO TO, 4TO 51 HE YPOZ, ThI TOHSJ?

— Teno, He 3amaBai TynbIX BONPOCOB. MBI BCE TYT «HE ypoO-
Jb». Harn Mup usmeHwiIcs. YpoyiMBbI MUP, POKAAET YPOIJIU-
BBIX JIeTel, Tak TOBOpUJIa Mosi rpadadka, Korjaa st ObLT elé co-
BCEM IOH.

— Xopormwe ciosal!

XBOCT YJBIOHYJICS M CIIPATAJI KAPTOUKU OOPAaTHO B KapMaH.

Cymepku crymanuch. Hansuranack Houb. A cnath, nocJje Ta-
KOro JUKOTO Mapad)OHa BOBCE HE XOTEIOCh.

— Th1, 4yBak, KyJa HanpasJsenbes? — crpocun Koms ouepen-
HOT'O 3HAKOMOTO.

— Teno, uto 3a roBHO Borpoc?! §I cBoOOIeH, Kak NTULIA B T0-
nére! Ecnm, KoHEYHO, cpaTh He 3axo4y. B nonére He ymero. 1o
OHM yMEIOT. JIAMHYT, CBepXy pa3oK, a Thl ITOTOM IOJIIHS OTTH-
paeribcs!

— DTO BEPHO YyBaK.

W TyT ero B3I NOTpycTHEN, HO B TEMHOTE XBOCT 3TOrO He
3aMETUJI, MBICJIM U YyBCTBA OMSITh BCTPENEHY/IUCh, U 3aHBUIO B



rpyau.

— 29U, Teno! — Bapyr oxuBmics [ lunurpum, Tak e BHE3AITHO,
KaKk ¥ BIAJ B IPYCTh, — A Thl MHE TaK W HE CKa3aJl, Kak TeOs
KJIM4yT!

— Konsa XBocTuk, MOKHO TTpOCTO XBOCT, — U OH MEJIJIEHHO
3armara’j Brepe, Tak, Kak Oy/ITo MporyIruBaeTcs epel CHOM, HO
NPUACPKUBASICH BIOPAHHOTO HaITPaBJICHUS.

— A 4é, peasibHas norpemyxa! — oteHun ums [unurpum, ao-
TOHSISl MyTHHUKA, MOJCTaBJIsAsl CBOIO TOJIOBY MO MOTOK CBEXKEro
BeTpa. JlIMHHBIE BOJIOCH! pa3BUBAJIMCh B HEM, IPUHOCS XO3SUHY
MPOXJIAy Y NIPUSITHBIE OIIYIIICHUS.

— 4 Toxe Tak mymaro.

— Ox...11 Beuep!

— CornaceH.

OHu He criema maraav psjaoM. YenoBeK-KOHb, TO U JIETIO,
MPUTOPMAKMBAJI, €r0 KOMbITa HE MOTJIY JIEPKaTh TAKON Me/J|JIeH-
HBII Temrl. He6o, OKOHYaTeIbHO OYMCTHIIOCHh, M SIPKUE 3BE3/IBI
CBETWJIM CBEpXy XonoaHbM cBeToM. Hounoe Certmio, ocsera-
JIO BCIO OKpPYTY.

— Ciipllb TEJ0, — MEPBBIM HAPYIIWI TUIIMHY [Tunurpum, —
Kyaa crietmuiib? S gyman, Tel APHIXHYTh 3aBAJIUIIILCS.

— Nmy «KaBkasckue ropsi».

— A... rae 310? VInm KTo 3T0? — yAMBWICS Y€JIOBEK-KOHb.

— Jla cam He 3Ha10, — XBOCT IoXaJ medyamu, — Ho MbI certuac
UEM B HYKHOM HaripaByieHUH. U1 s1 4yBCTBYIO, YTO CKOPO JOJ-
KeH Oy[ly UX YBUJIETb.



— XBOCT, a Thl, IPUKOJIbHO Oazapuib! S He BCE mMoHMMAI,
3aTO yJaBJIMBaIO CMBICI, TBoero Tpémna! Ho, 6ms, B HaType npu-
KOJIBHO!

— 41 pasroBapuBaio Ha CBOEM, pOAHOM s13bike. Korna-Tto Toxe
yIOTpeOIIsy COBPEMEHHBIN TUAJIEKT, TOUHee cKas3ath cieHr. Ko-
I/1a HAyYUJICS YUTaTh, TO MOHSLT, HACKOJIBKO MBI JJETPaAPOBAIH.
Benp Hain A3bIK, 310 Benukasa cuwia. B HEM TasaTcs, Bce 3HaHUA
mupa! U BOT, 0CO3HaB ceyl CMBICH, 51 Ha yX HE MEPEHOLIY HU
Oazap, Hu Tpén. Peako mpuderato k Hemy. U To, 1abbl IOKa3aTh,
9TO Tepe; TOOOM CTOUT OYeHb CEPhE3HBIN YesioBeK. Bot, Hampu-
Mep, ¢ ToOou. [Ipexae yeM mepeidTr Ha COBPEMEHHBIN SI3BIK, 51
oOpatuiics K Tebe Ha yesioBedeckoM sizbike. Ho Thl, mpomomkan
«IIypry THaTh», HE OCO3HABas, UTO 5 yXe pacKycus Te0si. Benpb
ThI, UCITyTaJICs Oosbiie Moero. Ml He 0cob6o moHuMal, 9To s ro-
Bopio? BepHo? BeposiTHO, Xx0Ten MeHsl Hamyrath, Ja0bl s caM IO
ObICTPEHbKOMY YILIEN, Tak?

— Kpacupo 6azapumib! [la, s Manéxa O3/1HY/I, HO THI Belb B
Kypce, KaK B HaIlIMX Kpasix 0e30pyKHOMY TeJTy, OTHOMY IUISITh-
csa! OukoBo! Bysku Hanpsraircs, oro-ro Kax!

— Bor umeHHO 311 camble c10Ba, pexyT MHe ciyx. Kak cep-
II0M, 1O gunam!

— Kak 310? — ynuBuica Iwumrpum.

— Kak?! — XBOCT MOJTHUEHOCHO M3BJIEK U3 IOTAMHOTO KapMa-
Ha, CBOHM OCTpbII Kak OpUTBA HOX U TIOKa3all, Kak OyATO OH 4TO-
TO oTpe3aeT, — BoT 3TuM HOXOM, TeOe Sia OTpexy, BOT TOraa
OyzeT oHO!



— 9-3-3! Tol 4€, npuaypok?! — 3aBOINUI YENOBEK-KOHb C UC-
YTy ¥ JKUBO OTIIPBITHYJI B CTOPOHY.

— Tl cripocui, g nokasaj, — noxain miedyamu Ko, — Bu-
JMIIb, 3aTO KaK JOXOJUYMBO OObsACHMI!

— Ara! b, ax manapax 3arunan!

— 41, Xopommx Jmoaen, He Tporaio.

XBOCT CIIpATa HOXK.

— JlaBaii, mpoKaTtumcs ¢ BETEPKOM? — BAPYT npetoxui I1u-
JIUTPUM.

— OmmuHasg uges! A, Kak Mbl 3T0 caesiaem?

— Teno, npeirail MHe Ha XpeoeT.

XBOCT, HEMHOI'O ITOMEUIUJI, HO BCE ke, BCKOYMJI Ha CIIMHY
JeJioBeKy-KoHI0. U ToT, 6e3 npenynpexaeHus] pBaHy/l BIIEpen,
BCAJHUK €/IBa YCIIeJl yXBAaTUThCA 3a OOHaXEHHBIN TOopc [lnmm-
rpuma. CBexkui, HOYHOM BETEp MPOYb YHOCWJI BCE TPEBOTH U
BOJIHEHHU 1. MeJibKali, B KPOMEIIHOM ThbMe, HEOOJIbIINE KYCThI 1
MaJIEHbKHE JEPEBLA, KOTOPBIE B3PbIBAMU PA3PbIBAJIY CIUIOLIHYIO
PaBHMHY, CILIOUIb MOKPBHITYI0 BBICOKOM COYHOM TpaBou. OHu
HeC/IMCh, He oOpaliasi BHUMaHHSI Ha TPSA3b, KOMKAMHU, BBUIETAB-
LIYIO U3-TI0J KOIIBIT, HA IIPAYYILYIOCA B TPaBE OMACHOCTb. TOJIb-
KO 3BE3/Ibl, OCTABAINCh HEU3MEHHO, HA OJHOM MECTE U CYpPOBO, C
BBICOTBI, CMOTPEJIM Ha JKUTEJIE MHOTOCTPAJaIbHOU 3E€MIIH, I1e-
pel KOTOpbIMU pa3BepHYJIach, KaK OIUH OOJBINON (pUiIbM, BCS
’KU3Hb U TpareJus 3TOi MajeHbKOW IuiaHeThl. 1160 3eMHble Ku-
TeJY, HIHYE PEAKO Ha HUX 00paIlaloT BHUMAaHUE, Be/lb )KU3HEH-
Hasi CyeTa B TSDKENBIX YCTIOBHSIX MECTHOTO ObITa, OYeHb MTPU3EM-



Jisi1a JIIoAeW U He MO3BoJIslia MOJHUMATh rojioBy BBepX. [loaHsin
rosoBy. 3ameutaics... bar! Tebs u cvenu! nm younm paau Ha-
*uBbl. Ho ObLH ¥ Te, KTO 0Opariasl Ha 3BE3/1bl BHUMAHMUSI, ITPaB-
114, TAKMX JIIOAEW B PEAIbHOCTU OKa3aJIOCh BO MHOTO pa3 MEHb-
re. U cimasa Emmo, yrto takue emé osutn! Begp CTHXOIUIET U cam
XBocT Onaroyapst ToMy, pOCiv HaJl COOOM, U KaK/IbIi ICHb, TTbI-
TAJIMCh HAUTHU It ce0s1, YTO-TO HOBeHbKOe, nHTepecHoe. C Ta-
KMMM HACYIIHBIMU M Ha MEPBbIN B3IJIs1]] HAUBHBIMU Pa3MblIlLje-
HusMu, Kosst He 3amerw, kak [lwmrpum ycran v nepemen Ha
miar. He6o crano cepetb, 1 Hae3HUK BeTpereHyscs. Oco3Ha,
YTO OHM K €r0 YIMBJIEHUIO, ABUTAJIUCH BCIO HOYb.

3apoxancs paccer. biusuiock yTpo.

— Tl 4TO, TaK U HE OCTAHABIMBAJICA? — YAUBJIEHHO CIIPOCUI
XBocT. — ¢ Kak-TO He MomyMai, 4rto yrommo 1eds. Uto cpasy
He cKazai?!

— Th1, Tes10, CHIET OTIMYHO ! — CIOKOMHO 1 6€3 00Ul OTBETHUIT
[Mwurpum, — A MHE JPBIXHYTH ObUTO B 3amajiio. CBexuid Bo3-
nyx! beckpainuy rmpocrop, mars ero! Kpacornma! Bor u nipo-
JIOJIKAJ UJITH.

— Tebe HagO OTIOXHYTh.

— biis, yto 32 Haxep?!

I'maza IInnurpuma BeITy4UIUCh, U OTKPBUICS POT.

XBOCT IOCMOTpeJT BIiepén U Ha hoHe ceperolnero Heda, yBu-
nen Beicokue xonmel, nopociive ryctsim jecoM. JlneBnoe Cie-
TUJIO TIOIHUMAJIOCh BCE BBIIIIE M BhINIE. M BOT, BIajieke, 3acBe-
TWJIUCH O€JIbIM CBETOM CHEXXHbIE BEPIITMHBI TOPHBIX ITUKOB.



— Y¢é 3a uygo...

XBOCT BBIJIOXHYI, CIIPBITHYJI C YEJIOBEKA-KOHS U C U3YMJIEHU-
€M, 12 OTKPBITBIM PTOM, Pa3[JIs/IbIBAJI TOPU3OHT. Takon Kpaco-
Thl OH HUKOTJA B U3HU HE BUAbIBaI. IHTEpECHO, CKOJIBKO A0
HUX ocTaBasioch ytr? U ¢ Takum Boripocom, Komst obparuicst
K [Inarpumy.

— Kak pymaenib, ckoib BpeMEHM HY:KHO, 4TOOBI TyAa IO-
nactb?

— XBocT, A 4€ TebOe konmayH?! XpeHOBBI BONpPOC, OOKCh
BCOPEXHYTb.

— Jla magHO Tebe MpuOeAHATHCS !

B rnazax Konu XBocTuka Oblia Kakasi-To 3arajiouHasi MICKop-
Ka, OHa He TOJIbKO CBETHJIACh cama 1o cede, HO U 3aKIJIa MHTepe-
com camoro [Iunmurpuma. Tomy, B riiyOuHe QyInu, camomy CTa-
JI0 MIHTEPECHO, XOTSI B XKMU3HU HUKOTIA HE OTIIMYAJICS JMOOO3HA-
TEJIHOCTBIO, [IOYEMY CEI1 CTPAHHBIN YEJIOBEK, TAK PBETCS B TAKKE
JAJIEKVE U TAMHCTBEHHbIE MECTa. Y HEro JIake, 3aKpajiach MoJ0-
3pUTENIbHAS] MBICJIb, MOXKET U BIPABAY, 3TOT HEMPUBBIYHBIN, HO
OYeHb IPUSATHBIN Ha CITYX SI3bIK, CIIOCOOEH MPOOYKIATh B JIOMISX
pasnbie 4yBcTBa?! X0Tes0Ch OBICTPO OTIENATHCS OT ITOU CIIOK-
HOW M HETIOHATHOW MBIC/IH, HO Ta, OTCTYIaTh U He coOMpasach.
Bc€ HaBa3uMBen Iyckajia KOpHU B €70, HUYEM HE 3aHATOM MO3TY.
Benp ¢ nepBoii Bcrpeuu, [Iunurpum noyyBCTBOBal, 4TO XBOCT
HIOPSIIOYHBII YEJIOBEK, XOTS M CUJIbHO MCITYTaJICs, O0SICh, UTO €ro
peaJIbHO MOT'YT IyCTUTb, Ha Yeil-To, yxkuH. U ceituac BOT, crout
¥ CMOTPHT, Ha CTpaHHbIE OyTPhI U B €r0 3eJEHBIX I1a3aX, BMECTO



CTpaxa, TOPUT HEeMOAEIbHBIA UHTEPEC U a3apT, HACTOSIILIETO ITy-
TeIIeCTBEHHUKA, JII0OSIIEro CBoOOIy B nepeBrkeHun. Y Hako-
Hell, OH PEIInJICS OTBETUTh U3 CBOETO JIMYHOTO OIbITA:

— bns, BuKy, 4TO, €CIM OTAOXHEM M TIOKPEM, K Beuepy J100e-
pémcs. Hy, nnm k 3aBTpaliHeEMy yTpy, BEK BOJIIO HE BUAATH!

— Tak 4dero croum? HyxkHO 3aHATbCA Ien0M. Thl KCTaTH, 4TO
Kyluaems?

— 9T0, B CMBICJIE, Y€ XaBaw?

— VIMeHHO 370, 51 ¥ UMeI B BULY.

— Jla Bc€ noppsaza! 1 TpaBy xaBaio, 1 OT XOPOIIEro Msca He OT-
Kaxych. Botr 6en1a, 61141, 51 He pura He ymelo ¢ OrHéM oOpalarh-
cs! borock.

— Kak roeBoputbcs, «roBHo Borpoc»! BOT 3apociv KycToB, B
HHX HaBEepHsIKa MHOTO Pa3HOrO XBOPOCTA, COOEPH €ro.

— Teno, s He BpyOuscs?

— Uysak, apoB Habepu!

— A! Boexan.

— Hy u xpacaBumk!

— 41 3a gpoBamu, a ThI 3a KparBou. .. [lomum!

— Ara! — KUBHYJI TOJI0BO XBOCT.

[lyTtHukM pazaenunuch. [Iuurpum, HEMHOTO MOMYYMBIIIKCH,
CMOT-TaKM HacoOMparh HeOOIbIITyIo Kyuy ApoB. [Ipu ero pocre,
9T0 OBUTO BechMa HenpocTo. Ho oueHs Kymarh XOTenoch, mpu-
IIJIOCh MAJIOCTh MOTEPIEeTh HEYJ0OCTBA U MOCTapaThesl. XBOCTA
JIOJTO He Ob110. YeIoBeK-KOHb Havyaul yke CepPbE3HO OeCITOKONTh-
Cs1 3a CBOETO MOIYTYHKA, HE CITYYHJIOCH JIM C HUM Yero IJIOXOTO.



TpaBa BbicOKasi... MHOro KTo MOXeT OpoauTh B OKpyre... Bor
OT BOJIHEHHMS] 1 HAMATBIBAJI KPYI'M BOKPYT Ky4H JPOB, TO U JIEJIO,
OIJISi/IbIBAsI CTEMb, C BHICOTHI CBOETO pocta. HakoHel, U3 BbICO-
KOU TpaBbl, BbIHBIPHYN KoJis, Jepka B pyKax OrpOMHOIO YeThl-
PEXYXOro 3auiia.

— Yg¢, B Hatype, Tak noro? 1, Ois, ax Harpsircs.

— He noeepuis! HatkHysicst Ha yiactyio koOpy. OHa xoTtena
MOJIAKOMUTbBCS, HAIIIUM 3aM1IEM.

— Hartmmu giramu?

— Crumions! 3ainem!

— A! Jla He ronu nypry! KTo, ¢ TAKMMM TBapsSIMHM CTAJIKUBAET-
csl, Te yXe OOJblile He KUJIbIIBI.

— A 310, THI BUAEJI? — XBOCT AOCTAJ U3 KapMaHa MOTEPTHIX
CTapeHBbKUX JKUHCOB, CBEXUI 3y0 BEJIMYMHOU C MYKCKYIO Jia-
JIOHb U MOKa3aJ cBou Tpodeit HoBoMy nomyTuuky. [1pu Buge ceit
camMOy Ba)KHOW YaCTH TeJla MOJI3Y4ero U CTPAIIHO S0BUTOIO ra-
na, 1o Teny [Tuurprma npodeskaii Mypaiiky U BOJIOCHI TOAHSI-
JIUCH IBIOOM.

— Teno, Thl 65151 B HaType He ¢ Opexai! PeanbHo, e€ 3y0. Hy
ol KpyT! U siinia y Te0s1 kpenkue! f 3Ty raauHy, pa3ok 3bIpK-
HYJ1 M1 TO MUMOXO/IOM, a Jiparnaji IoTOM, TaK, YTO U3 KOIbI AbIM
xepaunn!

— 41, cipixan o Hux. Ho kak-To, oHM MHE He moIagajinch. A
TYT BUKY, 32511 OSKUT, s 32 HUM. [IbITatoch BHIOpaTh Takoe Io-
JIO)XEeHHUE, YTOOBI METHYTh HOXK B MHOTOYXOT'0, HO KOCOU CHavasa
yOeraJi, IOTOM Pe3KO Pa3BEepHYJICS W caM, IPUKUHb, OpOCHIICS



MHe Ha pyku! I'penHbIM e510M, ogyMasl, HOrOBOPUTb XOYET. ..

— X10?! 3asan? — 3apxan [Tumurpum. — [Nunen, Teds TOpkHY-
no! Y€ nokypu, 6e3 MeHs?!

— A, ouemy Ob 1 Het?! — mapupoBan Kons, — ['oBopsiue
KOHH, Tvma Te0s1, ecthb? Ectb. ['oBOpsitiye nayku ects? Ecth. Tak
novyemMy, TOBOPSIIUX 3ailieB He MoxkeT ObITh? XBana Emmo! brict-
PO CBEpHYJI €My TOJIOBY, UTOO He cOekal HEHapOKOM, a U3 Ky-
CTOB, 9Ta TBAapb MOYTH 0€33BYyUHO BbIMON3aeT. OrpoMHas Takas!
Bcé B TouHOCTH, TaK KaKk MHE €€ W ONUCHIBAJIN !

— W 4€-0? — ¢ OrpOMHBIM MHTEPECOM, CITYIIAJ PaccKas Yeo-
BEK-KOHb, & PACCKA3YMK HE TOJIbKO FTOBOPUJI, HO U JIOBKO BBINOJI-
Hs1JT CBOE 00OelaHue, oH ObICTPO U YMeJIO OCBEKeBasl TYIIIKY, Ha-
TEP KaKOW-TO TPaBKOM, MPUXBAYEHHOM MO JOpOre, HaHW3al Ha
NAJIKy Y ITOBECWII HaJl OTHEM.

— HMymau, uto Oyner cioxHee. Ho BbIIUIO, Kak BbIIUIO. ['0BO-
PAT, y HEE fA]1, JaXKe KaMEHb pa3belaceT.

— PeanbHo, orBeuato! biist, Teso, Hy He pa3zbeail MO3T KPUKOM
KOTa, KOTOPOro TSHYT 32 sirial

— Her, s cepp€3no! Huuero unrepecnoro. Caenan Bbinaja B
e€ cTopoHy. ['aiuHa KMHYyJach Ha MEHsl, APYrOro MHE HUYEro
HE OCTaBaJIOCh, KAK MPUCECTh U BCKUHYTh PYKY C HOKOM BBEpX.
Octpoe Jie3Bre Tonajio TOYHO B TOJIOBY, TPOOUB CHU3Y-BBEPX
HUKHIOIO YeJTI0CTb, ¥ BCropos Opioxo. [TotoM noaHsics, u moka
roJIOBA JIEKaja Ha 3eMJie, BOH3WI HOX IPSMO B 3MEUHBIN MO3T.
OrpomHast TBaphb, 3a0uiack B 6e3yMHOM, TPEeCMEPTHON arOHHH.
4, 3a ManpIM He nonast noz yaap xsocra! 1 riiaBHoe, yraau Tl B



MoO0M Ipyrom Mecte, Het! BoT Hajo eii ObLI0 yrnacThb mpsiMo Ha
Hartero 3auna! Ene Borramun. [TpukuHb, naxe ymupasi, pemmia
oto0Opath y Hac J00bIay!

YenoBEK-KOHb OIYCTWICS B TPaBy Ha MATYI0 TOYKY, U CIy-
11aJ1, PACKPBIB POT.

— Ho ckaxy Tak, ckopee Bcero, 31o mMosoziast ocoon. MHauve,
BpsJ1 Ji Obl MOW HOKUYEK, JOCTaJI ObI 10 MO3Ta.

— Ara! — [lunmurpum, corjacHO KUBHYJI TojioBou, — 51, oTBe-
yaio, Bujen 3y0 pasmepoMm ¢ TBow Oamiky! ITpukuns?! Kakas
rpomaguHal

Vi KocTpa, B KOTOPOM elié Joropajiv BETKU, MOTPECKUBall,
a OT TYILIKM 3alla, MOTSHYJI0 apOMaToOM KapeHOro Msica.

— Emié 4yTh-4yTh 1 Oy/IeT rOTOB, HAIl 3aYMK ! — IPOCTOMYIII-
HO YJIBIOAsICh, CHEeNall 3aKToueHre XBOCT, BTSTUBAs HOAPSAMU
HexxHeunuu apomar. — Jla, He gait Emmo, ¢ Takoi emi€ pa3 BcTpe-
TUTbCA !

— Bo-Bo, 0!

Bo Bpems: Tparniessl, [TnymirpuM 3a1aBai 0O4eHb MHOTO BOIIPO-
coB, a Kons XBocTuk, He crenia Ha HUX OTBeYasl, HUYero He
CKpbIBasi M HE YKJIOHSISICh OT OTBETOB. YeOBEK-KOHb, BCE OOJTb-
I11e TPOHUKAJICS] CUMITaTHEN K 3TOMY IPOCTOMY, I00pOMY U CMe-
JIOMY YeJIOBEKYy. A 4TO TaKOro MOTr OH CKpbITh? Benap ux mmup,
npeBpaTWicss B cOOpuIlle MYTAaHTOB M ypPOJOB, KOTOpPBIE CaMu
9TOr0 HE PU3HAIOT U HE JKEJNAIOT JaXe MOHATb, UTO MOXHO KUTh
u no-apyromy. He B rpsi3u u 6e3 riyrnoro kpoBonposutusi. Beapb
311eCh, KaX/IbIA TMBITACTCS BBIKUTH. KTO-TO cobupaercs B rpym-



16l ceOe MOJMOOHBIX, M CEJINTCS LENBIMU ITOCEIEHUSIMH, a KTO-TO
cOuBaercsi B OaH/Ibl, TI0 HECKOJIBKO TYIII, M 3aHUMAIOTCS YOMii-
CTBaMHU J1a rpadesxamu 0oJiee cnadbiX, CIUTAsI, YTO ITO U €CTh Ca-
MBIii BEPHBIN MyTh B XU3HU. A ObUIM U T€, KTO HE XOTeJ TaK Cy-
IIECTBOBATh U CTPEMUJICS K YEMY-TO BBICOKOMY, cBeTJIoMYy. [ 1ie
€CTb, YEMY IIOYUHTCS, U Y3HATh YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO HOBOE, U MO-
3HaTh Heu3BeaaHHoe. Ho Takux, oka3anoch ropa3jo MeHblle, U
Ha IyTH HaIlero reposi, cede mogoOHbIX MOYTH He BcTpeyal. [o-
Ma1JIMCh TOCTOMHBIE TMYHOCTH, M BCET/Ia MIPUSATHO MOTOBOPUTH
C TAKUMM JIIOIBMU. A YK TeM Oojiee, YTO-TO OT HUX CKPbIBaTh,
9TO BCE PABHO, UTO MOCTABUTh MEXk/y COOECEeTHUKAMHU CTEHKY.
Tak Kak, XOTST OHU TOTO WX HET, KAKOE-TO BPEMsI UM CYKAECHO
OBITH BMECTE, 2 MHOTIA U TIPOTSHYTH JIPYT APYTY PYKY TIOMOIIIH,
u 0e3 JIOBepusi, HUKTO 3TOTO He cfienaer. XBOCT, He OTCTaBal OT
CBOEro MOIyTYMKA U 334aBaJl BCTPEUHBIE BOIIPOCHI, U TaK ke, CO-
BepIlIEeHHO UCKPEeHHe, ToTydas orBeThl. Ho B cyapoe [Mumurpruma
He ObLJIO UHTPUTU. Pa3MepeHHbIN MOTOK CyIbObl MECTHOM K13-
HU, HEC €ro 10 CIIOKOWHOMY TeYeHHI0, o0eperast OT KPyThIX I0-
POroB M OMacHbIX BoAonanoB. 1 oH, 661 3TOMY paj. [daxe, mo-
cBoemy cyacTivB. Beapb, Haj rosoBou rpeso Ceerusio, TEMas
31Ma CMEHSIJIOCh TaKOM ke TEIUION BECHOM, a BECHA KapKUM Jie-
TOM, a 32 HEeW NmpuxoAwIa Temnas u kompopTHas oceHb. U eapl
XBaTaJIo Kak 3UMOM, Tak U jietoM. I[IpaBia B xonomHoe Bpems,
KOr/Ia 3eJIeH! OBLIIO MaJio, MPUXOAMIIOCH OOJIbIIE MUATATHCS M-
coM. JKenynok mHOrma mpoTectoBall, TpeOysl CBEXel TpaBhl, a
CYXYIO TpaBy eMy B ceOsl BIMXHYTb He yiaBaiock. Beé-raku, [u-



JIUTPHM OBLIT OOJIBIIIE YeTOBEKOM, YeM Jiolaapio. M MeTom, KoTo-
phIli UM caMUM pa3padOTaH, CTIEIMATBHO )T TAKUX THEW, OKa-
3aJicsl MPOCT U reHuasieH! [TuMrpum HECKOBbKO JHeW roiofa,
TMIOKa KeJTyJJOK BOJIKOM HE B3BOET OT rojiofja, v TOra, BCE CTaHO-
BUTCSI HA MECTO U, JI0 IEPBOIl MOJIOZION TPaBKH, KUBYT B MUPE
Y COMJIaCuU. A TOCIIE, IENbI MECSLL €CT OIHY 3€JIEHYI0 COUYHYIO
MOJIOZIYIO TPaBy. A IO MPUXOAY B 3TH CTEIHbIE Kpasi, TPoOseM ¢
NUTaHKEM BOOOIIe He CcTasio. TpaBbl UTO 3UMOM, XOTb JIETOM, HE
yMeHbIIanock. Eib, He xouy!

[Mocne Tpare3sl, pa3roBOp CTaJl BSUIBIM M KaK-TO caM COOOM
3aTUX. YCTAJIOCTh B3s1j1a CBOE.

— Bcé€... — BeITUpas pyku O TpaBy BOCKJIMKHYJ XBOCT, — £,
cnarsb!
— Ara. i Toxe.

[TyTHUKM criaiu Kpenko. Y Kaaplii BUJIEN COH U3 CBOEH I0HO-
CTH, TJ/Ie OHH eIlIE IETbMU HOCHIIMCH TIO0 OECKpaiiHUM MPOCTOpam
3eMJIY, Y KaXKJO0T0 ellE KUBbl POIUTEN U UX IOHbIE T'OJIOBBI, MO-
Ka He 3HaJIM BCEX TATOCTEN B3POCIION KU3HU. Benp neru, ato ca-
MbI€ CUACT/IMBBIE CyIllecTBa Ha cBeTe! TOIbKO UM, OTKPhIBAeTCS
MUP TaKUM, KAaKOB OH €CTb Ha CaMOM JIeJie, U YK€ B3pOcCible, CO
CBOMM OOIIIECTBOM, €r0 3aKOHAMU Y YKJIAJIOM XW3HU, TIepeydn-
BAIOT, BCeX 0e3 MCKIII0YEHUsI, IeTeid Ha HY)KHBII UM M UX COIH-
yMy, Jiaf. A Befb JIETH, M0 CBOE HAMBHOCTU M MTPOCTOMYIIUIO,
MPEKPACHO CJIBIIIAT MPUPOY Y TOHUMAIOT €€ 3aKOHbI. JJisi Hee
HET YMHOB M 3BaHUM, a TeM OoJiee JeHer, OHM BOOOIIE He Wrpa-
10T HUKAKOH POJIA B IPUPOAHOM KPYroBopoTte! 3auem ruarbes 3a



OOJIBIIIUM KOJTMYECTBOM MOHET, KOI/Ia TIOUTH BCE, MOKHO CaMO-
MY BBIPACTUTh M C/EJaTh CBOUMH PYKaMH, a OCTaJIbHOE MPUPO-
Ja pact cama. la, XBOCT moHMMAJ, YTO HEKOI1a MPOM30IIIa Ka-
Kas-TO CUJIbHAs TpareAus Ha 3eMJie, U BCE MEPEBEPHYIIOCH C HOT
Ha rojioBy. Takux jofei, Kakux OH BU/IE Ha IBETHBIX KAPTHUH-
Kax, ye HeT. JIIoIcKon pof IJIOAUTCS KEM YTOIHO, HO TOJIbKO HE
umu. U nouemy-T1o, Bce KUBYIIME cedyac Ha 3eMJie, He BUIST B
ceOe HUYEro IIOXO0ro U MpoTuBoecTecTBeHHOro. M1 HaoOopoT, B
TeX JIOMSIX, YTO WM PaHble, BUJAT U CUUTAIOT YPOMJIMBBIMHU.
[Touemy? MoskeT 3T0, TOke 3aKOH TpUpoabl? VI Tak ¥ TOJKHO
ObITh? A MOXeT 310, Tak McTUT EIo, 3a cBoto cmepth? Wnu ca-
Ma MpUpOJIa, HAKA3bIBAET YEIOBEYECTBO 34 UX OMIMOKM? A Kak
xe Mpa? Benp oHa-To, cymecrByer? Mim Her? XBOCT HU Ha ce-
KYH/1y HE JIOIYCKaJl MbICJIY, YTO AEBYIIKA, MOKET CYIIECTBOBATh
UCKJTIOUUTENILHO B €r0 MbIC/ISAX. Beb OHa Obllla COBCEM PSIIOM C
HUM, CTOsIJIa, pa3roBapuBaja v BhILJIsAeNa KaK OObIYHbINA Yesio-
BEK, KaK Te JTI0Au Ha KapTuHkax. M, 3to mums Benenue? Korna
YCTaJIbIi MO3T, BBIAAET KAPTUHKY, KOTOPYIO JKEJIAET BUJIETh 4Ye-
nosek. Her! Takoro, He MoeT ObITh! OHa CyIecTByeT, U TOuKa!
KapTuHka cuMnaTryHOM AEBYIIKM B KPACHOM KypTKE APOTHYJA
Y pacTBOpuJIachk B 4€pHoM (poHe. «He-e-3-T!» — 3akpryan Bo Bcé
ropso XBOCT U CeJI B TPABeE.

— Illo 3a myTareHsb?! — nmpoTUpasi COHHbIE I71a3a, MPOU3HEC
[Mwturpum. — Teno, 67151, Hy Tl B HaType, 4Tto 6€3 MO3roB?!
Opémb, kKak pe3anHbiit! 51 uyTh, He chIKaHy of, ceOsi!

— Por 3akpon! — cipoconss 1pIkHY1 Ha Hero Koos.



— IIpoctu. 5 xoten y3Hath, 4YTO XepHs MPUCHUJIACH? — U3BU-
HSAIOIMMCS TOHOM CIIPOCHIT YETOBEK-KOHb.

— Jla.

— A-a! HasepHoe, He B Temy coH. Teso, a MHe HAYEro Tak,
JeTCTBO CHUJIOCH, KOT/IA S €II€ TOJIONMY3bIM MallaHoOM, Oerai ¢
JIPY3bsIMU. . .

— Jla THI ¥ ceriuac, He OYEHb-TO OJIET.

— Xap»a uznenarbcs! Kak cam, Tak. ..

— Jlagno, nagHo! N3BMHU. BhIpBaniock.

— Hy 4ro, BbIIBUTaemMcs?

— Masaii. TbI Kax, ycresa OTIOXHYTb?

— He, 01151, MOXHO OBLTO OBI MOBAJIATHCA €IIIE, — [IOTATUBAACD,
oto3zBasics [unurpum.

— Torga, momuum ¢ BeTepkoM! — yibIOasich, BOCKJIMKHYII
XBocT. — Wiy, Thl, AymMaelb no-apyromy?

— He-e! Teno, MoXkeT, Tbl CETOiHS, HA CBUX JBOUX? — MOIIbI-
TaJICSI BO3Pa3UTh UeJIOBEK-KOHb. — M Tak, Ooka 0omsT!

— A y meHs, cegaymae! Ho 4 xe, Teprumo!

— Yto 60mut? — BhITapanwi riaza [umurpum.

— He 3amopauuBaiics. Her, tak Her. Iloiigém nemkom. Ho,
npaB/a, KTO-TO BUE€pa MHE FOBOPWJI, UTO K Beuepy jaodepeémcs
1o rop?! Jla, s moHUMalo, Jierde cKa3aTh U MOoOemarh, 4YeM Bbl-
MIOJTHUT. . .

— 3-3! Teno, Te1 yero? lymaerib, 4to s TBaph OONTIMBAS?
Huxepa nono6Horo! [laBaii, 3anpeiruBaii! M 6e3 Tpéma, moxa-
ayiicta. 3a 6a3ap oTBedan!



— Hy, pa3, Tak npoculliib.

XBOCT, KaK 3allpaBCKUM BCAHUK, BCKOUYMJI HA CIIMHY 4€J0-
BEKY-KOHIO ¥ YIapuJI ero mo OoKam, CTEPTHIMU KaOITyKaMu CBO-
UX, BUABIIMX HE OJIHY ThICAYY KUJIOMETpoB, OOTMHOK. [Tniu-
I'PUM TOAHSUICS Ha ABIObI, U TPOMKO KpU4a, METHYJICS BIIEPE,.
Betep Owmt B IMIIO CTPYSIMU CBEKETO YTPEHHETO BO3/IyXa M MeJl-
KOM MOIIIKapo, Ja Mnbuiblo. Kakoe-To Bpems, Ka3aloch, 4TO 3TU
caMble TOpbl, HE CIIBUTAIOTCA C MECTA, TaK U HaXOAATCS Ha HEJIO-
CAAra€MOM PACCTOSIHMU, HEMHOTO Torofs, Komns cran pasauyars
MEJIKMe IeTaJH, a U caM XpeOeT 3HAYUTETbHO MOAPOC B pa3Me-
pax. K 3akary [Insiurpum yxe men marom. Ho no-npexuemy He
NoJaBajl BUJIA, 4TO CHJIbHO ycTasl. OH Beceso 0oiTai 0 BCSKOH
€pYyHZE, HO OIBITHBIM I71a3 XBOCTa PACKYCUJI €0 YJIOBKH U TOJ
MOOBIMH, Ja)ke CaMbIMH MaJIOMaJbCKUMHM TPEAJIoraMu, CITycC-
KaJIC Ha 3€MJII0 M IIEN MEIIKOM, JaBasg BO3MOXHOCTb OTIOX-
HYTb CBOeMy HOBOMY Apyry. ITyTHUKM nogHsIMch Ha HEOOINb-
10K XOJIM, C BEPIIMHBI KOTOPOTO OTKPBUICS MPEKPACHBI BU/T
Ha PACXOIMBLIMECS B Pa3HBIE CTOPOHBI JBA HEBBICOKMX TOPHBIX
XpeOTa MOKPHITHIX T'YCTBIM XBOHHBIM JIECOM. DTHU MEPBbIE OTPO-
ry, eme He ObUIM TeMH, BeJMYECTBEHHBIMU TOPHBIMM MacCHBa-
MU, YTO CBOAMJIM C YMa, MHOTHMX IyTEIIECTBEHHUKOB U AJIbIIM-
HHUCTOB BO BCE BPEMEHA U BO BCEX MHUPAX, HO BCE Ke IMPOU3BEIN
Ha HalllX I'epoeB, HEM3IIaIMMOe BIleyaTieHnH. B myvax 3axo-
asuiero JHeBHoro CeeTuia, CIUIOLIb [IOPOCHIME BEKOBBIM JIECOM,
OHH CMOTPEJIUCh BEJIMYECTBEHHO U CKA30YHO, OCOOEHHO 151 JTIO-
JeW, BBIPOCIIMX HA PABHUHHOM MECTHOCTH.



XBOCT ¢ TOBapUIIEM, CTOSLIM MOJTYa, OTKPbIB PTHI.

— Jla-a-a, kpacora-a-a! — BeLgoxHyJs1 Koss.

— Bcé, pemeno! 4, Tyt ocranych!

XBOCT BHUMATEIbHO NocMoTpes Ha [lunurpuma, HO TOT ro-
BOPWUJI COBEPILIEHHO CEPbE3HO U UCKPEHHE.

— Buauie, kakas Tyt BKycHsA4as TpaBa? 1 oxora TyTa, 1OIK-
Ha ObITh 0-T0-T0! §I TOro poacTBeHHUK! S1 yK TONK B OXOTE 3HAIO!

Kosst yneiOHys1Cs, BUAS, KaK TOPAT a3apTHHIM OTHEM IJ1a3a HO-
BOTO 3HAKOMOTro. XOpOIIO, YTO YEJIOBEKY-KOHIO NMOHPABUJIOCH,
MHaYe Ha JyIne Obl OCTAJICS HEMPHUATHBIA OCAMOK. A Tak, Mpu-
KJIIOUEHUE YAAJIOCh ¥ BCEM OT 3TOro xopoiuo. Komy nis aena, a
KOMY U 1151 AyIIH.

— JaBaii TyT octaHOBUMCSI Ha HOUb? — cripocusl XBoct [1u-
JIMIpUMa, Tak U CTOSIBIIETO, C OTKPHITBIM PTOM M MEUTAIOIIMM O
YEM-TO CBOEM.

— Hasaii. Ceityac 3akar. A yTpoM JIBUHEMCS Jajbllie... —
HE ycIeJl OH 3aKOHYUTh (ppa3y, Kak U3 TyCTOM TpaBbl BbILLIEI
HEBEPOATHBIX Pa3MEpPOB YETBIPEXKPBUIbIM (Pa3aH HEKHO-PO30-
Boro npera. OH, HEB3Mpas HA CTOSABILIMX COBCEM PSJIOM JKUTE-
JIe CTENHBIX PallOHOB, FOPAEIMBO MPOIIECTBOBAI MUMO, €/1Ba
YAOCTOMB MX KOPOTKMM, HO BaXXHbIM B3IJIs100M. Ero sipkas pac-
Kpacka roBopuJjia cama 3a ceds, camell e SBHO MOpPakaTh CBO-
VM OIIEpEHUEM MECTHBIX KPACOTOK, MPATABLIMXCS TAE-TO 34ECh
ke Henonanéky. Ho octpbiii HOX, 060pBaJ ero riaHbl HaBCeraa.
XBOCT, B A0JIIO CEKYH/Ibl OLIEHWJT CUTYALIMIO U METHYJT HOX B TEP-
HATOTO «ITMKOHA». [ITHia 3a0miack B aroHUu, pa3MaxuBasi IBY-



Msl TIapaM# KPBUILEB MBITAIACH YJIETETh. XO35MH HOXa ObICTPO
TIOJICKOYJI, JIOBKO M3BJIEK CBOE OpYKHE M TaKxke ObICTPO OTpe-
3aJ1 MOKPhITYI0 OOpOJaBKaMHU royioBy xeptBe. CXBaTII 3a Jiaribl
Y TIepEBEPHYJI FOJIOBOW BHU3, CIIyCKasl KPOBb.

[Muirpum 1axe He cpasdy cooOpasuI, YTO BOOOIIE TIPOU30-
1u10. Bpoze 1111a nrtaxa Ha CBUIaHUE CO CBOUMU KypOUKaMHU, Kak
yKe TperelieTcsl B pyKax OMbITHOTO OXOTHHKA.

— He criu! — oknuknyn Konst cBoero toBapuina. — 3ailMUCh
NITUYKOM, a 51 32 JpoBaMH. Kak s1 1aBHO He Kylllaa KypsTUHBI!
A cmorn mobexanu! — ¢ STUMU CIoBaM# XBOCT TIPOTSIHYJI TO-
BapuIIly elI€ TPeIbIXaloIlylocs J0ObIUY.

— Mpa... Tel pe3KUi, KaK cpauka. ..

— He s Takoi, a xu3Hb Takas... Byneis B Halliem mupe xJie-
6aJIOM IIeNKaTh, IOTO He MPOTsHeNb. CheasaT UK YObIOT.

[Traxa oka3zayiock, uto Hago! KupHas u mscucras. Bcio ocu-
JIUTh UM HE YJAJI0Ch, IO3TOMY PELIWIA OCTABUTh YaCTh Ha yTPO.
[Munurpyum nopeicKas B OKPECTHOCTSIX Jlarepsi, COPBaJl HECKOJIb-
KO CaMBIX OOJIBIIMX JIUCTOB KOHCKOTO IIABEJISl ¥ 3aBEPHYJI B HEE
ocTaTku kapeHoit quun. Ckazas, 4TO TaK, €€ HUKTO He CheCT, U
OHa OCTaHETCs CBEXeW 10 yTpa.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.



https://www.litres.ru/book/valeriy-mihaylovich-krasnoborodko/iriy-42604890/chitat-onlayn/
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