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mm3ox 1. 3a Crenon

TeMHes10 1 B 3TOM HacTyHakoLell ThMe MOAHUMAIOLIMECS K BEPXY CTOJIObI IbIMa KOCTPOB HaXO0-
AMBLIEHCS N0 Ty CTOPOHY PEKM HETIPUATEIbCKOM apMUU, Ka3aJIHUCh CBETIO-CEPhIMU KOJIOHHAMM MO[I-
nupatomumu Heb6o. Ha npyrom Gepery pekw, mepen riazamu cé€ryHa Takemm Jjiexkanu HeBBICOKUE,
NOpOCHIME KYCTaPHUKOM XOJIMBI U JAJIeKO 32 HUMM HAUMHAJIMCh TOPBl YK€ y CaMOro rOpU30HTA.
[Touemy-TO UMEHHO ceifyac OH BAPYT MOLyMasl O TOM, YTO MPOLUIO yXKe MOYTH JECATh JET C TOro
MOMEHTA, KaKk OHU nepecekv CeBepHBIE rOpbl U BCTYIIWJIM B BOMHY 3a JIEXalue 371ech 3emin. Eme
OH MOIyMas O TOM, YTO CO JIHS pochycka ruibanu «YeépHoro [IpakoHa» MpoILIo yxke Oonee roma
1 OOMbIIAs YacTh TeX, KTO CIYKHUT Telepb IOf ero HavyajoM, yKe He 3aCTaiu 3To BpeMs. Bee atn
AECATDb JIET 3alOJHUIM cOOOW HelpephIBHbIE, KPOBOMPOIUTHBIE CPAXKEHUE, ITU AECATh JIET CMEPTh
MIOCTOSIHHO BUTAJIa HAJl HUM, HO KQX[Iblil pa3 eMy yJaBajoch U30€rHyTh €€ MOYTH BOIILEOHBIM 00pa-
30M. MIHOTIa OH J1ake cam ceOe HauMHa Ka3aTbcst OeccMepTHBIM. M BOT IeCsITh JIeT KECTOKUX OMTB
IIPUBEJI €10 Clofla Ha Oeper 3ToM A0BOJILHO TAKM MEJIKOW PEUyLIKH, ¥ OH MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJI, YTO
B 9TOH MOCJIeIHEN OMTBE PEHIMTHCS Cyp0a BCEX ITUX JECATH MPEIIeCTBYIOMINX JIET.

— IInotel rotoBhl, Takemu-cama! — BbIBEI €ro U3 3alyMUYMBOCTH HEXKHBIN KEHCKUM rojioc. OH
00epHYJICs, HU3KO CKJIOHMBILIMCH TIEPE/l HUM, CTOslIa ero NepBbIi JieiiteHanT Acamu JliocH, e€ 1uTiH-
HbIE CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI, [IOYTH KOCHYJIMCh 3€MJIH.

— Ormuno! Kak cremMHeeT, HaUMHaNTe NepenpaBIAThCA!

— Kak nmpukaxere, ceHcell! — MOCTyIIHO OTBeYasIa AEBYIIKA, 3/IMBASACh PyMSHLIEM.

He oOpartnas Oosblnie Ha He€ BHUMaHUs, Takel OTBEpHYJICS M BHOBb CTaJl OCMaTpyBaTh Mpo-
THBOIIOJNIO)KEHHBIN Oeper peku, NpUKHUIbIBas, Kak BepHee Oy/leT OpraHiu30BaTh 0OOPOHY, Uil OTpa-
JKEHUs aTakH, KOTopasi, Kak OH ObLT YOeXIEH, OKUAAET UX Hacjeaylolee YTpo. «X0aMbl He JagyT
Pa3BEpPHYThCS UX XBAJICHOW KaBaJlepHX M B TOM Halll I1aHc!» — tymast oH. CoBCceM CTEMHEIO U IpY-
roro Gepera yxe He CTajJo BUAHO, MUMO Takemmy npoOeskajau BOWHBI, TAIUBIINE HACTIEX CKOJIOUEH-
HbIE TUIOTHI, 3aTeM ITPOIIUTH JIOIIAIU ¥ IOBO3KM M CHOBA BOMHBI B TSLKENBIX focriexax. C 6epera peku
JOHECJIOCh JI0 HErO TPEBOXKHOE piKaHUE JIOUIAEH, 3BOH OPYXKHUs U OTIEJbHBIE CJIOBA I'PY3UBILIUXCS
Ha 10TH conar. [lepenpaBa Havanack.

K osk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

Crierka nocBeTIeBIIee MpepaccBeTHOE HeOOo 3acTano nMneparopa Maxkoto B ceqie. B compo-
BOK/IEHUU CETYHOB, OH TIOJHSJICS HA XOJIM, OHYKasl CBOIO BEJIMKOJIENTHYIO JIOLIa/Ib, KOTOpas, MO €ro
MHEHHIO, TIJIeJIach, KaK cTapasi Kjisuya, ¥ BCsl KapTUHA TpeCTOsIIel OMTBBI pa3BepHYJIaCh IEpest ero
rna3amu. Hakanyne, enpa cremHerno, apmusi Koponesst CeBepa nepenuia peky, orpesas cede myTh K
OTCTYIUICHUIO. 32 HOYb, 9T OE3yMIIbl CMOIJI OPraHU30BaTh U3 CBOMX MOBO30K, YKPEIUICHHS BIOJb
Oepera ¥ Ternepb YKPHIBIIKCH 32 3TOH KaJIKOH OappuKaIoi, OKUIAIN aTaKu UMITEPaTOPCKON KaBaJie-
pun. «OHM He ocTaBUIM cebe BBIOOpa» — MOAyMasl UMIIEPATop, MIsAAs Ha Ty XJIMIKYIO Mperpany,
YCUJIEHHYIO MECTaMM IIUTAMU U3 HE CTPYTaHHBIX TOHKMX JOCOK.

— Ona Tam? — cripocuIt oH, 0Opamiasich KO BCEM U HE K KOMY KOHKPETHO.

— Ckopee Bcero, Het, Baie BennuecTBo, — MOYTUTENIBHO OTBEYAN OJMH U3 CETYHOB, ITOKWION
MYKYMHA C U3YPOAOBAHHBIM IIPAMAMHU JIULIOM.

— INporus Hac céryn Caroms Takemm, ¥ 3T0 HUYYTh HE OOJeryaeT Hally 3aaady, — J00aBIIT
OH, OTBEYast Ha HEMOW BOITPOC UMIiepaTopa MakoTo.

— 310 X0pomo. [ToToM HUKTO HE CMOXKET CKa3aTh, YTO MBI OJ€pXKasi OOy HaJ CJ1abbIM Ipo-
TUBHUKOM! — BeJIMYECTBEHHO MTPOU3HEC UMIIEpaTop. TPOHYB MOBO/IbsI CBOETO KOHSA, K HEMY IPHOJIH-
3uJIcA elE MOJIOJOM, KpacuBbIA My)KUMHA.

— Bame Benmuectso, He mpotie Obu1o Obl TOJKEeUb 3T MMOBO3KU ? — CKa3aJl OH, YKa3blBasl pyKOn
B CTOPOHY pEKH.

— Mb1 Mori b1 M30€3KaTh OTEPb, 1 IOOea A0CTaNach Obl HAM OYEHb JIETKO.
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— Cpasy BUJHO, 4TO Tl He BOMH, Ka3yma, — ¢ HEKOTOpbIM PE3PEHKEM B IOJIOCE OTBEYAIT UMITe-
parop.

— B uém torga Oynet cMbici 31oit modesi? Bee OymyT roBOPHUTH, UTO 3TO OTOHB MOOSANIT ApMUI0
9THX 3apBaBIIKXcs BeICKOUYek ¢ CeBepa! Thl XOuelllb JIMIINUTh MEHS 3aC/TyKEHHOM CJ1aBbl?

— Her, Bamme Benmmuectso! Kak Oyner yrogno Bamemy BenmuecTBy, — MOUTUTENIBHO OTBEYA
MIPUJBOPHBINA, CMEIIABIINCH U TIOCHIEUTHO CAaBasi Ha3aj CBOIO JIOLIAIb.

— Yro xoTenu ux napiaaMeHTEpbI? — pe3Ko crpocus MakoTo.

— Ceéryn Taxkemu Bbi3biBaeT Bac Ha moequHOK ouH Ha ofuH, Baiie BennuecTBo, — THXO cKazan
KTO-TO B 3aJJHEM DsLLY.

Nmnepatop konedancsi, Ha CeKyHly Y HEro BO3HHUKJIO KeJlaHWe TMPUHSTh 3TOT BHI30B, HO OH
OBICTPO OBJAJIeNT COOOM, U €ro BCEIIAIIHSISI CIIOKOMHASI PACCyAUTEIbHOCTh BEPHYJIACh K HEMY.

— IloBecuts napiaaMeHTEPOB! — pacopsiIUIICS OH.

— Kak Tonpko Gynere rotoBbl, HAUMHANTE aTaky!

— Kak npukaxere, Baine Bennuectso!

K osk ok osk ok osk ok sk ok osk

Takely yBepeHHO Aep:KaJjics B CeJljie BCera, HO cervac Jaxe OT ero CTaBIIen YKe MPUBBIYHON
B MOCJIe/IHEE BPEMsI TSKEIIOBECHOCTH He OCTasIoch U ciea. Emy Oyaro Ol cHOBa ObLIO BaIIaTh JIET
¥ 171232 ero MbUIAIY TeM ke Oe3yMHBIM OTHEM, UTO U JIeCATH JIET Ha3a/l B OMTBE y TPEX MOCTOB. 32 ero
CIIMHOM KpacHOe 3HaMsl ¢ M300pakEHHBIM HA HEM JICTSIIUM sICTPEOOM SIPOCTHO TPENajv CUJIbHbIE
MOpBIBBI BETpA.

— Havanocs!

[TpunoansaBiMch Ha cTpeMeHax, CaToM> BHUMATEIbHO BCMaTpUBAJICS BIEPEN, TyAa, OTKYIa
Ha UX KaJIKME YKPEIUIeHUsI HeC/Iach yiKe JIaBHA KPACHBIX BCAJHUKOB, CUJIbHEUIIIEH U HemoOeIMMOit
KaBaJjiepuu uMriepatopa Makoro.

— Kak u crnieoBaio oxkuiath, OHU HE CTAIM MOAXKUraTh Haml jarepb! OHU XOTAT YHUUTOXKUTh
Hac ogHuM yaapom! Tak HakakeM ke MX 32 CaMOYBEPEHHOCTb ! — yIOBJIETBOPEHHO ITpou3Hec Takenm.

— Bul kak Bcerga okazanuch npassl, Catoma-cad! — ¢ Boctoprom nporosopuia Jlocu, msais
TMIOJIHBIMU 000KaHU S T71a3aMH Ha CBOETO0 KOMaHHpa.

— l'ocrioxxa Acamu, st mopy4ato TeOe rpaBbiii ¢yianr! Tam Harie ciaboe MecTo U Thl HyXKHa MHE
tam! He naii um ooiitu Hac!

— 4 roroBa ymepets panu Bac Catromas-caH! — ropsuo oTBevasa JeBYIIKA.

— MHe He HyXHa TBOSI CMEPTh, MHE HYKHO, YTOOBI THI yJepskajia Hatll ipaBblid ¢hianr! — Catroms
HEJIOBOJILHO MOCMOTpe1 Ha Jliocu, M Ta MOKpacHesia U OIyCTUJIA I71a3a.

— 4. ..cnenawo BCE, yTo BhI pUKax)eTe MHE, — CMyTUBUIMCh, MTPOILIETITAIa OHA.

— BeimonHsil Mo¥ TpUKa3 ¥ He CMel yMUpaTh, TIOKa 5 He pasperry TeOe! — Takel oTBepHYIICs
OT He€, 1aBasi MOHSATh, YTO PA3rOBOP OKOHYEH.

JleBynika, MoI4a, MOKJIOHWIIACh, €€ KPAacCMBOE JIMIO TMOLLIO KPACHBIMU MSATHAMH, 3aTEM
3aMETHO ITOOJIEIHEIIO.

— ypa, nypa... — SpOCTHO MPOLIENTaIa OHA, PHIBKOM MOAHSIIACH B CE/JIO U, ITCTHB JIOIIAb B
raJjon, yHecaach Ipoyb, €€ JUIMHHbIE CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI PA3BEBAIUCH 32 €€ CIIMHOW MbIIIHBIM XBOCTOM.
Mex TeM psiJibl aTaKyOIIUX TPUOIU3HINCH HACTOIBKO, YTO YK€ MOKHO OBUIO Pa3IMUUTh 3aKPhIThIE
CBEPKAIOLIMMH MaCKaMH JIM1A BCATHUKOB.

— IlpuroroBuThCsi! — XpUIUIBIM PHIKOM 3aKpryai Takemu.

— IlepBbli1 psig cTpenser mo Moer komanae! Bropas u TpeTbs uHMA 3apsikaeT pyxbs! Hu Ha
CEeKYH]ly He Npekpaujaite cTpensaTh! MHe HyXeH HelpephIBHBII OTOHB !

Uepe3 cekyHy TIOJIe OUTBBI 3aBOJIOKJIO YAYIILTUBBIM OPYKEAHBIM JJHIMOM.

K osk ok osk ok osko ok osko ok osk

— Nmmniepatop Oexar, Takemmm — cama, MPUKPHIBABIIEH €ro OTXO/ OTpsi ObUT HAMU YHUYTOXKEH,
HO 3TO 3aHSJIO CIUIIIKOM MHOTO Bpemenu! Terepp yxe Oecrionie3Ho npeciieioBath ero! 1o Be€ Most
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BUHA! — CTOsI HA KOJIGHSIX U CKJIOHSISICh TIOUTH K caMOl 3emJie, roBopuJia Jliocu, He B cujlax MOAHSTD
I71a3a Ha CBOEro KOMaHAupa.

CaromMs cMOTpes Ha He€ XUTPO MPHIITYPSCh. «A Bellb MbI U, IPaB/a, MOIJIM 3aXBaTUTh B TUIEH
9TOTO HAMBIIIEHHOTO 6OpOBa!» — MOIyMaJl OH, HO BCIYX CKa3aJl.

— OmmuHas padora rocnioxa Acamu! 1 upessbruaiiHo noBosieH Bamu! Ipekparmaiite mpece-
JOBaHME W BO3BpaiaiTe Bcex B jarepsb! XKmy ot Bac goknan B Omkaiiiee Bpems. Ceiiuac Ham
HYKHO OLIEHUTb HAllIM [TOTEPU.

— Cnacub60, Takemm-cama! — qeByIiKa npuxaa ero rpyoyio MyKHIIKYIO pyKy K ryoam u, moj-
HSBILKCB, N0I1IJ1a K CBOEMY KOHIO, KOTOPOT'O Jep:kaJl B IOBOJY O/IMH U3 BOMHOB €€ OTpsia.

[Mozxe, korga Catom? He TOPOMsACh 0OBEIKAI TOJIe OUTBBI, HACTPOCHUE €T0 PE3KO UCTIOPTHU-
nock. Kakas-To HeOTBA3HAsA TpEeBOra MPOKpajlach B €0 OUEPCTBEBILEE CEPALIE U IPhI3JIa €0 U3HYTPHU.
«MBpI pacuuctuinu e myTh Ha lOr. Teneps e€ yxxe HuUKTo He ocTaHOBUT. CKOpO 51 MOT'Y CTaTh HEHYX-
HBIM» — TyMaJl CEr'yH.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk osk ok osk

[To3nHss oceHb cTana coBCceM HAllOMUHATh 3UMY, HO TeMIIepaTypa eIlg OIycKaaach HUKe HyJIs
TOJILKO TI0 HOYAaM, M CHET, MU CIUIOIIHOM CJIerKa CKOIICHHOW CTEHOM, 3armojHss co0or Mpo-
CTPaHCTBO MEXKY AEPEBbSMU, TYT Ke Tasil, NaJasl Ha IVIOTHBIN KOBEP U3 KENTHIX, THUIOUIUX JIUCTHEB.
Benblit BOJIK, Ha KOTOPOM cuzeia BepxoM PokcaHa, modti 6eciryMHO CTyIasl 1o MPYKUHSIIEH TOojT
€ro TSKENBIMU JIallaMU JIMCTBE. [Ipyrue BOJIKM JABUraIiCh NapajljiejibHO C HUMU, TPEBOKHO TOBOJS
yIIaMHi ¥ BTATMBasi HOCOM BJIJKHBIA XOJOOHBIA BO3ayX. CTasi HepBHMYAIA, BOXKAKU OECIIOKOIHO
MOBOJWIM yIIamMu. YTo-To orpoMHOe, Y€pHOE, 3aKphIBatoiiee coooi HeOo, HAIBUTATIOCh HA HUX, BCE
SIBCTBEHHEE MPOCTyNasi Mex AepeBbeB. CHEr BcE yCUIMBAJICS, B Jiecy NoTeMHeso U PokcaHa, Hako-
Hell, yBHJesa niepe]; coOOi To, UTO XOTena M Oosiiach yBUIeTh. [ MraHTcKasi cTeHa, CJIOKeHHas U3
OIPOMHBIX, BBIILIE YEJIOBEUYECKOIO POCTA BAJTyHOB IMOAHSUIACH NEPe] HUMHU BO BCeil cBOeH (paHTa-
CTUYecKoi peasbHOCTH. CIIPHIrHYB CO CIIMHBI CBOETO BOJIKa, PokcaHa mpoiuia Mexy AepeBbsMHU,
KOTOPBIE MOAXOIWIN K KAMEHHOM LIMTAAE/M IIOUTH BILIOTHYIO. [ToHUMasACh OTBECHO, CTEHA yXOAnIa
BBEPX Ha HEBEPOSTHYIO BHICOTY.

— MetpoB cembaecsT, — mpodopmoTasia PokcaHa, bITasich pasriisieTh BEpXHUIA Kpail TUTaHT-
CKOro coopy:xeHusl. [1a3a e€ TyT e 3aropoliio MOKPHIM CHET'OM, JEBYILIKA BbITEPIIA JIULIO PyKaBOM
CBOE 1TyOBI ¥ TIPHKAJIACh K CTEHE, IPUJIOXKUB YXO K OTPOMHBIM XOJIOAHBIM KaMHsIM. Eif mouynuiocs,
YTO CTEHA JBIIIUT, CTOHET, CJIOBHO M'MIAHTCKOE )MBOE CylecTBO. OOepHYBIIICH, OHA TOCMOTpEa
Ha cBoero BepHoro Cupo. Bosik cTosi1 psioM U BHUMATEIBHO [JIs11e]1 Ha HE€ YMHBIMU, COBEPIIEHHO
YeJIOBEUECKMMHU IJ1a3aMH, OJJVH U3 KOTOPBIX ObLT SIPKO CUHUM, a JPYrOi — 3eJIeHBIM.

— Tel nOHMMaeIb, YTO ITO 3HAYUT? — CIPOCUIIA OHA €TO.

Cupo caenait mar Bepés, KOCHYBILIUCH BJIaKHBIM HOCOM €€ I1jieva.

— Ha, mansi! — PokcaHa jierko 3arpbirHyJia Ha ero IupoKylo, MArkyio cnuay u Cupo 3arpycui
BJIOJIb CTEHBI, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl, HETOPOIUIMBBIM, HO Ha CAMOM JIeJIe HEBEPOSITHO CTPEMUTEILHBIM aJLTIO-
pom. PokcaHa orisiHysack, 3a €€ CliuHOM CTeHa, TUIaBHO U3ru0asich, Ncue3ana Mex 1y AepeBbsimu. OHa
Kazajach OECKOHEYHOW M HEBEPOSITHO MPOYHOMU, Aake MAJICHbKON TPEIIMHKN He ObUIO HU B OJJHOM
e€ KaMHe.

— Kro mor e€ nocrpouts? — 3a1ana cede Boripoc Pokcana.

Vike coBceM CTEMHENO, KOrjia K KOCTpY, OKOJIO KOTOPOro pacrnonoxuiack Pokcana co ceoumu
BOJIKAMM, O/IMH 32 JPYTUM BBILLIIM YETBEPO JIPYIUX WIECHOB €€ OTpAAa. B e€ oTpsaze, 3a UCKII0UEHUEM
BOJIKOB, BCerjia OblJI0 Majio BOMHOB, U TIocie rudenu ['mia, 3Ti yetBepo u ObLT BeCh €€ OTpsif, CIH
TOBOPUTh O BaMMasiax. BoJKu MOOBHHYIMCH, OCBOOOXKAAs UM, MECTO U OHM YCEIUCh y KOCTpa, U
J0JITO MOJTYAJIH.

— MBI po1M BCIo CTeHyY 10 caMoro okeaHa. OHa yXOIuT B OKeaH Tak JaJeKo, YTO KOHIIA €€ He
BUAHO. Jlasbllle HAYMHAIOTCS CKAJIbl U TPY/IHO CKa3aThb, IJ1€ OHA KOHYAETCs, — IPOrOBOPUJI, HAKOHEIl,
OJIVH U3 HUX.
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Pokcana ynuBIE€HHO MOCMOTpesia Ha HEero, Takasi MHOTOPEUMBOCTh OblTa HE CBOMCTBEHHA UM,
OrPaHMYMBABIIUMCS, KaK TpaBUia ABYMs-TPeMsl CIOBaMH, NMOHUMABIIMMH JIPYT JApyra C Ioiy-
B3IVIS1/1a, TOYHO KUBOTHBIE.

— Kak Bbl nymaete, rocnoxa, KTo MOT TOCTPOUTH TaKylo OrpoMHYy10 cTeHy? Y uto Tam 3a Heid? —
CIPOCHJT IPYTOM.

Pokcana noxana rieuamu.

— 51 He 3Ha. SIcHO OHO, OHA HY)XHA, YTOOBI HE MYCTUTh TAKHUX, KaK MbI HA Ty CTOPOHY CTEHBI.
[Noxosxe, 4To OHU OOATHCS HAC, — OTBEYAJIA OHA.

OnsTh OHU JOJITO CHIETH, MOJTYA, IJISASI HA OTOHb.

— Korza 51 6b11 MasIeHbKIM, OTEIl pACCKa3bIBAJI MHE, YTO YMTaJI KHWXKKY C KAPTHHKAMH, B KOTO-
POI TOBOPHJIOCH, KAK JIIOAM MOCTPOWIIA TMTAaHTCKYIO CTEHY, YTOObI OHA 3aIlUTHIIA UX OT MOHCTPOB.
[Tonyyaercs, YT0 MOHCTPBI — ITO MbI? — TUXO CIIPOCKJI OJUH U3 BOMHOB.

Pokcana 3a;yMulBO OCMOTpeJIa Ha HEro ¥ HUYero He CKazaa.

— Jlonut ciyxu, 4To I'MJIbAus pacmyineHa, a KoponeBa rmpusbiBaet Te0si, FOCIOXKa, — BCTYIIHIT
B pas3roBop, Apyrou pa3BeIuuK.

— 4 3Haw.

— 4 He BepHych B fmaro, — noce nay3sl nporopopuiia PokcaHa.

— BblI ke BOJIbHBI CaMU periath 3a cedsi, — 100aBuia OHa, OTBOPAYUBASICH.

Pa3Beunku neperisiHyuch.

— Mbl HUKOMY HUKOT/Ia He TIOMUMHSITUCH, KPOME HaIllero KOMaHAupa! — Haual caMblid CTapIIAi
U3 HUX.

— MBbI BOJIKM pa3BeAoTpsijia U OCTAHEMCS CO CBOEH cTaeii!

— A xak xe Koponesa?

— Ins Hac oHa HUKTO! I'MibAMs pacmyileHa, ¥ Mbl OOJIbIIe He CBSI3aHbI KJISTBOM !

— Xoporo! — ¢ yneiOKoit oTBevana PokcaHa.

— Bpems cnath. 3aBTpa MbI ToiiéM Ha Boctounoe nmodepexnbe!

Bonku 1 BaMIiasisl, yJiermch, TECHO MPHIKABIINCH APYT K APYTY, OKOJIO AOTOPAIOIIEro KOCTpa.
[Moxomnonao, v cHer yse He Tasi1. PokcaHa qoiro jiexkana, He CMbIKasi T1a3 mof, TEribM 6okoM Crpo,
KOTOpBIN OBICTPO 3aCHYJI U ABIIIAT POBHO U TIOYTH OECIITyMHO.

— MBI CJI0BHO 3BepH B KJIETKE, — MPOIIENTAIa OHA.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk osko ok sk

Ternepb 3Ta 60JH CTaJa €ro MOCTOSTHHOW cryTHUIIeH. Hukakue ob6e36omuBaoiye eMmy OoJbIie
HE MOMOTaJIH.

— Hoxkrtop! D10 noktop! [Tomorute KTO-HUOY/H!

INomyac oH *kajen, 4To OTKa3aics OT BO3BpalleHus Hazald. MoxkeT ObITb, TaM OHU TIOMOIJIH
6wl emy? Het! Onu Ob1 ipocTo 0oOecnieurin eMy 0e300e3HeHHBbIN yXo U3 ku3Hu! Pazee 601b Tak
yxk crpamiHa i Hero? Her! Eciu Obl OH BepHYJICS, OH HaBcera notepsii Obl BO3MOKHOCTh BHOBb
yBuaeTh e€¢! Heyxenn oH BCE emé Ha 4To-To Haaesuics?

— OH He JpIuT!

Kak nonro o He Mor pemmThesi! A Bellb OH Tak XOTeJ 3TOro, Tak Meutai 06 atom! Ho Tosbko
CTpax CMEpTH 3aCTaBWJI €r0 cAenaTh 370! B HEKOTOPOM CMBICTIe OH JIOIKEH OBITh OJarogapeH ToMmy,
4TO BCE CIIOKWIOCh UMEHHO TaK Kak clIoxkmiIock! Eciv Obl He 00J1e3Hb, OH OBl TAK Y HE CAEJIAJ 9TOro!
OH OBl TOCTETIEHHO APSIXJIEN W, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TIpeBpaTuiICsl Obl B pa3BajiMHY, U Y HETO yKe He
OBbLIO OBI ITIaHCA TIEPEKUTHh BO3JCUCTBIE BUpYyca!

— INo3oBuTE KOro-HUOYIB!

Bripouem, moxoske, 4To OH M TaK yxe ymupaeT. B modom cityuae 60 Gobliie He Obu1o. Map-
THH JIeXaJl Ha BepaHjie COOCTBEHHOTO JIOMa, PAaCKMHYB pPyKH. [71a3a ero ObUIM IIMPOKO OTKPBITHI,
OH BCE MPEKPacHO BUJEN U CJBIIIA, HO HE MOT TOIIEBEIUTh HA eJUHBIM MYCKYJIOM. BOKpyr Hero
coOpaHch COCeH, JKEHIIMHBI C TOPEUbI0 Kauyaly TOJIOBAMH.
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— Benp oH ObUT €1I€ He HACTOJIBKO CTaphiM !

Dii, BbI ¢ yMa conu?! 4 eme He ymep!

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

VAynuvBeIA YEPHBIA ABIM MEUIEHHO O3 HaJ| MOKOCHBIIUMHUCS Oapakamu, B KOTOPHIX eIlé
HEJJABHO 0OpETATUCh MTPECTYITHUKH, OCYKAEHHBIE HA MEIJICHHYIO CMEPTh B UMIIEPATOPCKUX KAMEHO-
JIOMHS$IX, HACTYNAaBUIYI0 OT HEMOCUJIBHOTO TPYy/Aa U MOCTOSTHHOro Hepoenanus. Ceiiuac JBepu B 3TU
Oapaky ObLTM paciaxHyThl HACTEKb M OTOHb, IEPEKUIBIBASICH OT OJJHOTO K JPYrOMY, Me/IJIEHHO TTOKH-
pajt 3T yoorue KIIHIIA, B KOTOPBIX €IIE BUepa I0TUINCh OOpeYEHHbIE Ha MEJICHHYIO CMEpTh Tpe-
crynaukd. [lepen GapakaMu Tam U CSIM B pa3HBIX, HEJENbIX 1M03aX JIeKAaTH TPYIIbl OXPAHHUKOB U
3aKJIIOUEHHBIX, 3allaX CMEPTH U FOPEJIOro Msca paclpoCcTpaHsuicss BOKPYT. OKOJIO HEBBICOKO BBICTY-
TMAIOIIETo U3 3eMJIH JKepJia KAMEHHOTO KOJIOALIA, 3aMepITu ABe (PUTYpPbL. DTO ObLIU TBOE POCIIBIX I0HO-
1iei, OJUHAKOBO XyObIX U KWJIMCTBIX, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO TeJla UX BBICOXJIM HA COJIHLIE, OCTABUB TOJIBKO
MBIIIIIB U KOCTH, OIMH U3 HUX ObLT CEphE3HO paHeH. V3 TiyOOKoM paHbl Ha )KMBOTE OOUJIBHO COUH-
J1ach KPOBb, KOTOPYIO BTOPOM IOHOIIA CUJIMJICS OCTAaHOBUTH. PaHeHHbIN ObL1 OnesieH, BpeMst OT Bpe-
MEHM OH KOHBYJIbCUBHO B3/[IparvBajl U CILIEBbIBAI KPOBBIO.

— Yepr! MHe KoHell, mapeHb! — XpUILJIo MPOroBOPUII OH, HEBECEJIO YCMEXasiCh, €r0O BHIIIBETIIINE
Ha COJIHIIE, TOUTH 100eIIa BOJIOCH MIPUJIMILIA K €r0 MOKPHITOMY MUCTIAPUHOM JIOY.

— Bor yx nosesio!

Bropoii 1oHoIIa MoTyall, CoOCpeJOTOYEHHO MBITAsICh OCTAHOBUTb KPOBb.

— Hukak He Mory 3allOMHHUTb TBOE UM !

— VY MeHs HeT UMeHu.

—Yeépr! Kak 6ompHO! OKasbiBaeTcs, Thl ymeelb roBoputh! Korna st Tonbko yBuaen tedsi, momy-
MaJl, 4To Thl HeMoW. Bc€ BHyTpu roput! I'ie Bce 311 HetoyMKku?

— Pazbexanuck, — OTBeYas BTOPOi MapeHb.

— Tpycnusble cBunbM! § 3HaA, YTO ¢ HUMU Kaiy He cBapuiib! Kpome Te6s1, Bce MeHst Opocuu!
Tpycsi!

— 3Haerb, Tel Xoportmid Ky3Hell! Eciu Obl He Thl, HIUEro Obl MbI HE cAeamu! — CUIISICh YIIbIO-
HYTbCS, IPOTOBOPUJT YMHUPAIOLIH.

— Cnacu6o Karo-caH, — oTBe4as BTOpPOM, MBITasCh OCTAHOBUTH KPOBb, TOTYKAMU, BBIXOIUBIIICH
13 PBaHOW paHbl HA KUBOTE.

— Hypax 161! MBI ¢ TOOOH pOBECHMKHM M s1 HU4YeM He Jjyuine Tebss! Ho s1 Opu1 Obl cyacTius,
MMeTh Takoro Opata kak Tei! Kak e muth xouetcss! Bor uro, — Karo, cynopo:kHO cXBaTUiICs pyKo
3a pyKy BTOPOT'O MapHs.

— Ecnm xodenb, ¥ Tak Kak IMeHU y TeOs1 HET, BO3bMU ceOe MOoE ums, MeHs 30ByT Karto, Proy
Kato. D10 ums tenepb TBOE, Opar!

Bropoii oHoOIIa, TOCMOTpEN Ha Hero, Kak OyATO coOMpascs 4TO-TO CKa3zaTb, HO B 9TOM YKe
He ObUIO HYX/BI, IIa3a Kato 3akpbuUIHch, pyKa, CyIOPOXHO CKMMABINAs €ro PyKy, ynaua B JIyxKy
HATEKINEeH MOl HUM KPOBH.

— Karo! — mporenrasn oH.

Braneke nocipimaiicst {poOHbIA 3BYK KOTBIT MPUOKAIOIIMXCS JIOMIAACH.

— MHe ny:xHO unru, Kato-can! Ilpoctute MeHs! — mogHUMAsCh, TUXO TPOroBopuI IoHoa. OH
HEJIOBKO MOKJIOHUJICSI MEPTBOMY TeJly U YK€ Yepe3 CEKyH,y TOPOIUIMBO ITPOIMPAJICS, CKBO3b HU3KUI
KOJIIOYMI KYCTapHUK, CITyCKasiCh BHU3 110 IOYTH OTBECHOMY CKJIOHY ropbl. [To3aau Hero nocpimasics
CBUCT, apOasieTHble «OONThl», OAMH 32 IPYIrMM pacceKald BO3AyX MOOIM30CTU OT €ro rojioBbl, HO
IOHOIIIa, OYATO HEe 3amMevalt ITOTO.

— Mens 30ByT Proy Karo, — OBTOpsJ1 OH 4yTh CJIBILIHO.

K osk ok osk ok osko ok osko ok osk

— Bame Benuectso, ciyxu o Tom, yto ¢ CeBepa Hallla 3eMJIsl yIMPAeTcsl B TMTAHTCKYIO CTEHY,
CKOpee BCEero, NMpaBauBbl. Takke y Hac eCTh CBEAEHUS, UTO U Jajieko Ha FOre Toxe ecTb cTeHa, KoTo-
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PYIO HUKOMY eI1I€ He yIaBaJIOCh TIepeceyb, M HUKTO He 3HAET, UTO 3a Hel HaXOIUTCs! — CTOsI Ha KoJie-
Hs1X, Mcuia roBopu 310 He perasich MOJHATH IJa3a Ha cBoo Koporeny.

Cujas Ha BBICOKOM, 30JI0TOM TPOHE U MOJIEpPeB PyKoH IIEKY, Pulia paBHOAYIIHO cMOTpesa
Ky/a-TO MOBEPX €ro CKJIOHEHHOW T'OJIOBBI.

— 3ayeM Thl FOBOPHILIL MHE BCE 3TO? — JIEHUBO CIPOCKJIA OHA.

— Pa3Be mblI yxe permiuy Bce cBou mpooOseMsl ¢ umnepatopom Makoto? Passe mbl yxe gonum
JI0 9TOM 10)KHOU CTEHBI, €CJIU AaKe JOIYCTUTh, YTO OHA JIEHCTBUTENILHO CYIIECTBYET?

— Ho, most KoposnieBa! Mbl He 3HaeM, KTO M UTO HaXOIUTCS TIO Ty CTOPOHY cTeHbl! B ymo6oi
MOMEHT, MBIl MOKEM CTOJIKHYTBCS C TPULLIEIIEH OTTYIa CUJION, O KOTOPOW MBI HE UIMEEM HU MaJieil-
LIEro MpeCTaBIeHNs !

— Ucuna, o1 nypak! Eciv Ob1 OHU ObLITM CHJTBHBI, UM HE ObLIO Obl HYK/Ibl OTTOPaKUBATHCS OT
Hac cTeHaMu! — mpe3puTesbHO ckasaia Koponesa.

— lNopazno Baxknee U1 MeHs, oyeMy PokcaHa He BBINOTHWIA MOM MPUKa3 U JI0 CUX MOp He
BepHYJ1ach B SImaro!

— Bcé ykasbiBaet Ha TO, uTO rocrnoxa PokcaHa npesana Hac, a ¢ Hell M BeCb €€ OTpsif BbIILEI
U3 TIOBMHOBEHUS M €r0 MECTO HAXOKAEHHS HaM He U3BECTHO!

KoporneBa BeimpsiMuiach, €€ pyKH CTUCHYJIU MOAJIOKOTHUKH KpecTa.

— OObsiBUTE O €€ mpenarenbcTBe HemeteHHO! HasHaub OGomnblinyio Harpamy 3a e€ rosnoBy! f
X04y, 4TOOBI €€ TOPTpeThl BUces M noBciony! M Kakaplii OXOTHHUK 3a rOJIOBAMH OXOTUJICS Ha Heé! —
PE3KO MPOroBOpUIa OHa.

— W rae stot npuaypok Catopy? Thl Hatmen ero?

— Emeé ner most Koponesa! Ho s yBepeH. ..

— MHe nieBath Ha TBOIO yBepeHHOCTh! MHe HykeH Moy ka3Havel! HemennenHo! — riaza Putipl
CTaJIM XOJIOJHBIMU U Iyraiomumu. Meuaa noéxumics.

— 4 Bcé nousu, Bame BennuectBo! [laiite MHe Henenmo, U st BEpHY ero!

— C ero roJioBbsl HM OUH BOJIOC He J0JIKeH yracTh! [Toka, — yXMbUIbHYBILIUCH, TIPOTOBOPHIIA
Koponesa, naxe He B3IJISIHYB Ha CBOETO CIIYTY.

—la, most Koponesa! f mory uaru? — ocropoxso ocsegomusics Mcuaa.

HeOpe:xHbIM qBIKEHMEM pyKH, Puiia ormycrunia ero.

— IIpenarermm! Bee BbI Mep3K#e KpbIChl! — ¢ HETO/IETbHON HEHABUCTHIO MPOIIETITalIa OHA.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk osko ok sk

— 3auem s nocnymianach Te0si! — B oT4asiHbe, JJOMasi pyKH, pblaana DUKo.

— PazBe moxHO yOexarb ot Heé? Hurze, Hurzie Ham ot He€ He cripsiTaThest! Uto Teneps Oyaer
C HamMM? — MOBTOpslJIa OHA KaK 3aBeJEHHAS.

— KoponeBa moxet numuth Hac Hamtero goma! Mou ykpamenusi! Mou miates! Yro tenepb
Oynet?! 3adem, 3aueM s MOCTyIIaIach Te0s?

Catopy Momuait pactepssHHO Moprasi. CriepBa OH TIBITAJICS YCIIOKAWBaTh JKEeHY, MBITAJICS 00b-
SICHUTH €H, YTO He MOXET, He XO4eT OoJiblie ObITh UIPYIIKOM B pyKax 3TOW CTPAITHOW >KEHIIWHBIL.
Ho 6picTpo moHs1, 4TO 3TO He AeicTBYeT. «E€ 3a00TAT TONBKO MOOPSIKYIIKH U TUIAaThsI | » — C TOCKOM
AyMmaJl OH, NS Ha He€. A Belb KOrJa OHM TTO3HAKOMUJIKCh, OHA ObUIa MPEKPACHOW M HEXXHOH, KakK
I[BETOK, OH BCErja IOMHII, YTO PaJy Hero oHa Opocuiia Bc€, CBOIO CeMblo, KOM(OPTHYI0, 0e30eJHYI0
’KU3HB, TIPOMEHSIB €€ Ha XKU3Hb TAaKOr0 OpOIArH U U3rost Kak oH. Ho 3a 3T mecarts jer e€ KpacoTa
M3MEHWJIACh, B HEH MOSBUIIOCH YTO-TO XOJIOHOE M PACUETIMBOE, BCE Yallle OHa CTajla HAlIOMUHATh
emy Puiry. C Kakoro-tTo MOMEHTa eMy CTaJIo CTPAIHO, XOTs AaXxe caMoMy ceOe OH He TIPU3HAJICS Obl,
YTO OCHOBHOW MPUYMHOM modera Obljla IMEHHO 3Ta. B MajieHbKON KOMHATe MOCTOSJIOro IBOPa, €ro
keHa Oe3yTelIHo pblaaia CH/s Ha TPSI3HOM IOy .

— Hano nocnats, Diiko! 3aBTpa HaM Ha/I0 PaHO OTIPABJIATHCS ! — MSATKO IPOrOBOPHII OH, TIbITA-
SICh B3SITh €€ 3a pyKy. Ho JieByIliKka pa3ipak€HHO OTTOJIKHYJIA €r0 PYKY, IVIs1151 HA CBOErO MYKa MOYTH
C HEHABHCTHIO.
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— Diiko!

Tskeno B310xHYyB, CITOPY MOOIIEN K OKHY, CKBO3b MYTHOE CTEKJIO ObliIa BUIHA JIUIITH HEOOb-
I1asi YacTh y3KOMW YJIMIIBI, €Ba OCBEIIEHHON OJHUM TYCKJIBIM (hOHAPEM, MOCPeTr KOTOPOM, Oecrio-
MOIIHO OapaxTasich B JIUMKOU I'PSA3M, TIIETHO MBITAJICS BCTATh HA HOTU KAKOW-TO MbSIHUYKKA.

— Ham Hy)HO nocrnats, — CHOBa MOBTOPUII OH.

— Tol ycraua.

Ha cnenyromiee yTpo, OHM BbleXasld 3aCBETJIO, MPOJUBHOW 0K b, 3aPSAUBIIUN €IIE C HOYM,
BCE He mpeKpaniaics. DiKa 00MKeHHO MoTyasia, TIeTHO CITopy MbITaJICs 3aryIsIHYTh B I71a3a JKEHBbI,
OHa OTBOPAYMBAJIACh U OTBOAMJIA B3MJIsA . HakoHell ManieHbKUi TOPOIUIIIKA, B KOTOPOM OHU OCTaHaB-
JIMBAJIUCh HA HOYb OCTAJICS JaJIeKo mo3aau. Jlopora cBepHya B jiec U 6e3 TOro CryCTUBIIMIACS U3-32
JOXK]IsI CYMpakK CTasl cepbiM U myraionmmM. [laneko Briepenu cedss Catopy yBuaen (purypy BCaJHHKa,
TMOKa3aBIIYyI0CsS €My HEpPeaJIbHO OTPOMHOM, BHYTPU Y HETro BCE MOXOJIOENO0, EMY CTaJIO CTPAIIHO, HO
OH HE MOT YK€ HUYero M3MEHUTh U TIOKOPHO MPOAOJIKal MpUOIMKaThCsl K BOMHY. BcagHuk crosi,
HEJBIKMM, TIPErpaxjast UM IyTh, MO €ro KPAaCHBIM JIOCTIeXaM IMOTOKAMU CTEKaJIM CTPYH XOJIOAHOTO
JO3K1s1, JIULIO €ro ObLIO 3aKPBITO YCTPAIIAIOIIEH MACKOH, HaJl IIUIEMOM MOIHIUMAJIUCH BHICOKHE 320CT-
PEHHBIE KBEpXY pora, 4to Jejiajo Bco (pUrypy BOMHA HepeasibHO OoJbIon U cTpamHoi. Korma 1o
BOMHA ocTaBajoch He Oornee 10 merpoB, CaTopy ocTaHOBWII Jiomaas. HecMOTpsi Ha IOTOKM BOMpI,
JILIOIIMECS TIO €T0 JIMILY, BO PTY €ro CTajio CyXO, JpOJKaIllel PyKOH OH CKajl PyKOSITh MHCTOJETa U
TYT BCAJHUK 3arOBOPUII, FOJIOC ero nokaszascsi CITopy rpoMOBBIM, HA MTHOBEHHE OH MEPEKPbUT IIIyM
JIMBHS ¥ BOH BETpa B KPOHAX JIEPEBbEB.

— 41 6b1 He coBeroBas Tebe aenath 3toro! He ycyryomsaii cBo€ mosoxkeHue! — rpo3HO cKazall
BOWH, €r0 r'0JI0C, TJIyXO 3ByYaBIIHIA U3-T10] 3a0pasia 1uieMa, C JErKOCTBIO MePEeK LT IIIyM 0K/,

— Wcupa-can! — pacrepsiHdo nportentan Catopy.

— Kopornesa npukasana MHe BepHYTb TeOs1, 1 s clieJialo 3T0, 4ero Obl MHe 3710 He cromno! Ho s
He xouy npruuuHATh Teds Bpen! [loBunyiics npukasy Hamieir Koposessi!

— Ha, s noBunHytock Ucunpa-can! — nocnentHo mporoBopui CaTopy, BhITycKasi pyKOSITh MUCTO-
JeTa.

— Xopomo. Crenyii 3a mHo#! U He B3myMmail emié yero-HuOyab BRIKMHYTH! — Micuma TpoHyI
TMIOBO/IbSI CBOETO KOHSI, M 3aKOBAaHHOE B OPOHIO JKMBOTHOE OECIIIyMHO JIBUHYJIOCH BIIEPEN, pacceKast
CIUIOIIHYIO CTEHY 051, CJIOBHO KOpaliib, JOMAIONIUI OKEaHCKUE Jibjibl. [IopaBHSBIINCH C X paHUB-
el MosryaHue DiKa, CMOTPEBIIIe Ha BCIO 3Ty CIIEHY paclIMpeHHbIMM OT ykaca riaszamu, Mcuma
el[Ba 3aMETHO MOKJIOHWJICS U CKa3aJl:

— Crnacu60 3a oMolip, rocroxa Jiika! Bel cyiecTBeHHO 0Oierymmm mMoio 3a1ady! Koposesa
OyzeT paja Bamemy Bo3BparieHHIo !

Haxe B nonympake C3Topy pasriisijien pyMsiHell, 3AJIMBIINI IEKU €ro KeHBbI.

— Taxk Oyzer nyuriie 17151 Hac! — THXO MPOrOBOPHJIA OHA, 0OpaIIasich K MyXy, ceiliuac oHa OblTa
MOXO0Ka HA MPOBUHUBIIYIOCS] MAJIEHBKYIO JIEBOUKY.

— Tak Gyner nyume st TeOs1! — yOexkIEHHO MOBTOPUJIA OHA, KpacHesl, OTBOPAYMBASICh IO
ero MoJHbeIM cTpaganus B3nisggom. [upokas cnmna Vcuapl packaunBaniach B ceyie BIepeau HUX.
CaTOpY OTYETIMBO OCO3HAJ, YTO BCE, YTO OH XOUET ceryac — 3T0 ymepeTh. bosbliie 10 camoro nocro-
SUTOTO IBOPA OHM HE CKa3aJlv JIpYT JPYTy HU CIIOBA.

K osk ok oskosk sk sk osk ok osk

— Crpiiman, 4To MpoU30IILI0 Ha UMIIEPATOPCKUX KaMEHOJIIOMHSIX? — MIPU3EMUCTHIA MY)XUYOK,
C 3apOCIIHMM IIETUHOH JIMLIOM, TOBEPUTEILHO HAKJIOHWIICS K IBYM CBOUM COOECEHUKAM, TOXKe Kpe-
CThsTHaM, KOTOpbIE TOPOIUIMBO €JIU CYIT M3 CTaphIX TAPEJIOK C TPECHYBIIMMU KpassmMu. Ha moctosiiom
ABope ObLIO THXO, HEAAJIEKO OT HUX CHENHU ell€ IBOE KPECTbsH, C MPAYHBIMH XyAbIMH JIUIIAMH,
12 B TEMHOM YIUTy, KAaKOK-TO BBICOKOTO POCTa IyTHHUK MPHUXJIEOBIBAJI ApOMATHBIA Yail N3 MaJIeHbKOM
YaIKy.

— Kak Oyaro T1 BCE 3Haenb! — He TOMHUMASI TOJIOBHI OT TAPEJIKU, OTBEYAJI OJMH U3 KPECTbsIH.
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— $I-1o 3Ha10! — MpPe3pUTETHHO MPOrOBOPUJI IIETUHUCTHIN MYKUYOK.

— DTO BBl KaK KPOThI KONAETECh B 3eMJIE U HUUETO BOKPYT HE BUAMTE!

KpecrtbsiHe He oTBeTUIN, TPOAOIIKAs HAaJIEraTh Ha ey. MyXWYOK IIoMOoITYaJl, 3aTeM 3aép3aJl Ha
MecTe, OyITO KTO-TO TOJIKAJ ero B OOK JIOKTEM, U BHOBb CKJIOHMBIIIMCH K CBOMM, TaK U HE MPOSIBUB-
IIIMM HUKAKOW 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH COOECeTHMKAM, 3arOBOPIII, XUTPOBATO MPHIIY PUBASICh.

— Tak BOT, HA KAMEHOJIOMHSIX TIPOU3OIIET MATEXK, ApECTaHTHI MepeOnIM OXpaHy U pa3zoexa-
mvcs! Bo kak!

— W 910? — paBHOMIYIIHO CIPOCKJI OMH U3 COOECEAHUKOB MYKHYKA.

— Kak uro?! — pasropsuumcs Tor.

— Huxkorga emé takoro He Obuio! U camoe mHTepecHOe, 4TO OYHT 3TOT YCTPOUJ KAaKOK-TO
napeHb, TOBOPAT MaJIbYMIIKA COBCEM !

OH noGeJHO OKUHYJT B3IJISIOM CBOMX COOECEHUKOB, HO T€ MOTYQIM U OH TPOJIOJIKHUIL.

— DTOT MaIbUMIIKA ObUT OCYKIEH HA CMEPTh, 32 YOUNUCTBO MMITIEPATOPCKOTO Ky3Hera. A 3TOT
Ky3Herl Obu1 otert ero! Bot uto! ['oBOpsAT, 4TO TOT Ky3HEI] M30MBAJI CBOIO JKEHY, MAaTh MaJIbUUIIKH
TO €CTh, a IOTOM M CECTPYy ero Hayaj U30MBaTh M BOT, MAPEHb JOMOU MPHIIEN, a ero OTell JeBOUKY
NpUOWIT U TEJIO TAIlIUT KyAa-TO, Hy OH Pa303JIMJICSA U OTLIA CBOETO MPUCTYKHY/! A OTell ero 310po-
BBIIi MYXUK ObUT M cuiiau! A mapHIio, ObUIO, MOXET, JieT omuHHAANaTh! Tak BOT, eMy Ka3Hb 3ame-
HWIY TIO;KU3HEHHOM KaToproii! A Ha KaMeHOJIOMHSIX, CaMU 3HaeTe, Oosbiiie rojia He KuByT! Ho aToTr
MaJTBUMIIKA ObLT HE M3 TAKHUX, OH TaM JIET CeMb OTHaxaJs, JBaKAbl OeKal M LEJIbHBIA IOl TOJIBKO B
KaMEeHHOM MeIlIKe TIPOCU/IeNT, Ha OMHOM XJjieOe u Boze. M BOT Koraa yk HayaabHUK KaMEeHOJIOMHEMH
PEIINJI, YTO OH cJIoMaJICcs ¥ OoJbiiie Oy3UTh He OYIIeT, ero BBITYCTHIM, & OH BO3bMU Ja Oydy U yCTpO¥!
Bripesanu Bcio oxpaHy, a HaualbHUKA UMIIEPATOPCKUX KaMeHOJIOMHel B maxty copocuu! Bo kak!
W pazbexanuch B pa3Hble CTOpoHbI! Braany cKoIbKO KOHHBIX TaTpyJieid moBcioay ! BoibImmHCTBO-TO
Ha CeBep npananyiu! Hagetorcs, uto kak modepyrcs 1o Biagenuit CeBepHoit KoposeBsl, Tak u cria-
censl OymyT! Hy kak Bam?

— Jla TaK, — paBHOJYIIIHO TIOYeca] HeOPUTYIO MIEKY OUH U3 KPECThSIH.

—Hawm To0, uTO € TOro? — mporoBopuJ BTOpOi, MOJHUMAsCh U3-3a cToja. PacnuaruBimics 3a eny,
OHU YIIUIY, @ KOPEHACTBI MY KMUYOK, OCTABIIMCh OJUH, €LIE J0Jr0 CUAEN, Kayas rojoBOM U Iernya
YTO-TO cede MoJ HOC.

— A 3Barb napas Karo. Tak s cipliman, — THX0 mMpoOOpMOTa My kH4oK. B TémMHOM yrity, onu-
HOKUI CTPaHHHMK, IO Yail ¥, MOAHSBIIKCH, HAPABUJICA K BBIXOLY M3 TpakTupa. [Ipoxoast Mumo
KOPEHACTOr0 MyKMUYKa, OH OCTAHOBUJICS U CKa3aJl HErPOMKO.

— Bc€ 4ro THI rOBOpUII — ITpaB/ia, TOJIBKO 3TOT Ky3HEL], CECTPEHKY TOIO MApHS W3HACWIIOBAJI, U
TMIOKa HACUJIOBAJI, 3aIyIIIWJI, €i OBLIO BOCEMb JIET 1 3Bajii €€ MuKa, — He TOKUAAsCh OTBETa, MyTHUK
3aBEpHYJICS B TUIAI M OBICTPO BHIIIEN U3 TPAKTHPA HA BO3IYX.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

[To ero mpukugkam Nnpouuio yxe 1Ba IHS, KaK OH Haxogwics Ha Teppuropur CeBepHOro
KoponescrBa. YeTKO# rpanuiibl Mesxay umnepueid Makoto v HejaBHO co3aHHbIM CeBepHbiM Kopo-
JIEBCTBOM HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO, MEJIKME CTBIYKU IO JIMHUM CONPUKOCHOBEHUS ABYX apMHiIl IIPOMCXO-
JWJIA TIOCTOSIHHO, M YCJIOBHAS IPaHMIIA TIepeMelanach B Mpeenax IBYX-TPEX MIIIb TyJa U 0OpaTHO.
Opnaxo Karo yxe JaBHO He HaThIKaJICA Ha KpacHbIe MaTpysd, a Ha JIOpore eMy €cid U Ionajaa-
JIUCh BOWHBI, TO OJETHl OHU ObUIM B KPACHBIE C 30JI0TOM, IUIAIIM C JIETSIIUM SICTpeOOM Ha CIHHE.
Tenepb OH MOT paccnabuThes, CyapOa IPYyrux 3aKJII0YEHHBIX €ro He BOJTHOBAJIA, U MUMEHHO ceifuac OH
BIPYT MOHSLJI, YTO HE 3HAET, YTO eMy JIeJIaTh Jabiiie. Bee MbICM ero ObUIM HarpaBiieHbl Ha TOCTHXe-
HUe criacuTesbHOM uist Hero 3emuin CeBepHoro KoponeBcTBa 1 Terepb, KOrja ero )Xu3Hu U CBOOOe
HUYero OoJblle He yrpoxano, Kato ocosHan, 4to Ipyrux 1esed y Hero HeT. 9TO OCO3HAHUE pH-
IIUI0 HEOXKU/IAHHO C TAKOW BCETOIVIOMIAIONIEH MOJHOTOM, YTO OH OCTAaHOBWJICS M HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
CTOSLJT TTOCPEIU JOPOTH, OITISIIBIBASICH KPYroM, Kak Oy[ITO MINa 4To-To. B3I ero uervisiics 3a Hu3-
KOPOCIIBIE JIEPEBbsI I KYCTAPHUKH, JKUIEHBKO OKPY’KABIIIKE MBUTBHYIO TOPOTY ¢ 00EUX CTOPOH, yTPEH-
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HEe COJIHIIE TOJIbKO YTO B30OILIO M MOCTENIEHHO HArpeBajio BO3AyX B 3T NOC/IEIHUE THU JeTa. [y-
00KO B3/10XHYB, Karto comén ¢ goporu u ycencs Ha odounHe. Jloctal U3 MeIka Moy 3acOoXIIyio
Kpaioxy xJyieba ¥ Havyas jKeBaTh C COCPEIOTOYEHHBIM OCO3HAHUEM HEOOXOAUMOCTH TOTO, UTO JeJIaeT.
3aKOHYMB, €CTh, OH OTXJICOHYI HECKOJIbKO MaJIEHbKUX ITIOTKOB M3 CTAPO apMENCKOM (PIisiry, BEpHbIN
CBOEH MPHBBIYKY 3aKJIIOYEHHOTO SKOHOMUTD BOJLY, CAMOE JIparolieHHoe, YTo y HUX Obuio. Hepnaneke
TMOCITBIIIAJICS] KAKOK-TO SIBCTBEHHBIH IITyM, TIOXO%e, TI0 I0pore MpUOINKaIOCh HECKOJIBKO BCAJTHUKOB.
Ha cnyx Kato onpenenni ux KOJIM4ecTBO — OKOJIO JIECSITU U TIEPBOM €r0 MBICIIBIO ObLIO YKPHITHCS
B OMIKaiIIeM Jiecy, HO OH BCIOMHMJI, YTO OOJIbIIIe eMy HUKTO HE YIPOXKAET U OCTAJICS CHIETh, I1e
cuzaen. BcagHUKY CTpeMUTENbHO MPUOIKAIIFCH, M BOT MEMO HETO B KJTyOax IbUTH IpoJieTes1a rpyIma
BOOPYXEHHBIX /10 3yOOB BOMHOB B YEpHBIX JOCrexax. Bo riaBe rpymrsl Ha HEBBICOKOW JIOIIAJKE,
orepenrB BCeX MOYTH Ha KOPIyC, Kak OyITo JieTesa Haja 3eMIIEH MajleHbKasi, XyJeHbKas JeBYIIKa,
nagHas purypa KOTopor Oblia 3aTSHyTa B TEMHYIO KOXKY, JIJTMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH Pa3BEBAIUCH 32
e€ CIMHOM, I71a3a ObLIM COCPEIOTOUYEHHO ycTpeMJieHs! Brepén. Kak 3aBopoxkénnsiii Kato ycraBucs
Ha He€, U V1€ [IOKa OHA U BCs €€ rPYIIa He CKPbUIUCh U3 BULY. OH Jae BCKOUMJI Ha HOTH, CJIOBHO
Kakas-To cuja nogHsia ero. [logHsATas KombITaMu KOHEH MbUIb 3aCTaBUJIA €0 3aKalLIAThCS, HAKO-
Hell, OHa OceJa, ¥ MOPbIBOM BeTpa K Horam Karo nmpuHecsno JqucTok Oymaru ¢ pacriibIBIIMMUCS MO
ok aEM OykBamMu. HakJIOHMBIIKCD, OH MOA0OPA JIUCTOK U He 0e3 HANPSIKEHHSI TPOYUTAT: «APMUS
Cesepnoro KoponeBcTBa 00bsIBIIsIET HAOOP B OTPsIAbI BCAJHUKOB, Pa3BEAUMKOB U CTpesIKoB. [Ipuria-
IIAI0TCS BCE JKeJlalolue, cuuTamoiye ceos noctoiabivu! [py cebe HeoOXOIMMO UMETh JIMYHOE OpPY-
XKUeE. ..», Aajblie OyKBbI ObUIM Pa3MBITHI M JIMIIb B KOHIIE OH CMOT pa3o0parh cIoBo SIMarto. «Buaumo
0TOOp MPOUCXOAUT TaM», — perriil Kato, u akKypaTHO ClIoXUB OyMaxXKy, CIipsATall €€ Mo KYpTKY, U
OoJIbIIIe YKe HE OIJISABIBAsICh, PEIIMTENBHO 3alaraji BIepen.
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Anu3oa 2. YnaBimi sictpeod

B xameHHOM KooziIie OBIJIO XOJIOTHO M MOJIOION MapeHb, YTOOBI COTPEThCs, IOUTH BCIO HOUb
BBIHYK/IEH ObUT CUETh, CKPIOUMBILUCH, YKPbIBLIIMCH BETXON poroxkkoi. I1IEn nox /b, 1 crapas Tpsrnka
OBICTPO HaMOKJIa, MOA ero OOCHIMHU, NMOCHMHEBIIMMM OT XOJIOa HOTaMM XJIOoNania Ips3Has KkKa.
FOHoma nogHs1 Mo K Hedy, YacTo Mo HoYaM eMy yIaBajloch YBUJIETh JaJIeKO BBEPXY, MaJICHbKUI
KyCOUeK 3BE3THOrO HeOa, pa3MepoM ¢ HEOOJIBIIYI0 MOHETY, ¥ 3TO ObUIO €JMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT
YBUJIETh U3 NIYOUHBI yXOASAILIETO MOYTH Ha S METPOB MOJ, 3eMJII0 BHICOXIIETO KOJIOAIA, KOTOPBIA BOT
yXke IIEeCTOM MecsLl ABJSJICS €ro TIOpeMHOU Kamepol. CTEHKH KOJOALA COCTOSUIM U3 TaK IUIOTHO
NPUTHAHHBIX JPYT K JIPyTy KaMHe, 4To Aaxe HeOOJBIINX 3a30POB MEK/ly HUMHU TTIOUYTH HE ObLIO, OT
9THUX XOJIOJHBIX KAMHEW BESJIO CMEPTHBIM X0s1040M. FOHOIIA OmycTHII rosIoBy, Ka3aJloch, OH YKE HE
OBILLINUT, BAPYT OH PE3KO MOJHSAICA, PACHPABIIsAA IUIEYH, BETXAs TPAIKA COCKOJIb3HYJIA, U €0 MYCKY-
JIUCTasi, HEOOBIYAaHO MIMPOKasl IPyb cpa3y ke MOKPbUIACh MEJKUMHM KarisaMu ok 1. Heckombko
CEKYH/]I OH CTOsIJI, 3aJJpaB rOJIOBY M BHUMATEJILHO OIVIsAbIBasA TEMHbIE CTEHBI KosoAma. [TotoM 3akpbul
I71a3a ¥ BEChb MapILIPyT NPEACTOALIErO MOABbEMA, 10 MEIbYAILEN JETaIH, IPEACTAIl IIEPE]] ETO MBIC-
JIEHHBIM B30POM HEOOBIYAITHO YETKO U SICHO. 32 HECKOJIBKO MECALIEB TPEHHPOBOK, KOTOPBIE OH HavaJl
eJBa OKA3aBIINCh 3/1eCh, KaK/1asl MeJIKasi, e[Ba 3aMeTHasl TPEIHKa ObliIa M3yYeHa UM, IpeBpalleHa
UM B CTYIIeHb, Ha ITyTH K ero Oyaymiei ceodoze. C ynopcTBoM 6e3yMIfa NCCIeIoBal OH 9TU CTEHBI IO
HOYaM, ITOJIHUMASICh BCE BBILIE U BBILIE C KaXIbIM Pa30M M BOT MOMEHT, KOTOPOTO OH TaK J0JITO K14,
HakoHell, HacTal. Ha camoM zienie, OH SICHO MOHMMaJI, 4TO €T0 (PU3NYECKUE CHIIBI HA IIPEAETIE U €CIU
TIOZIOK1aTh EI1IE HECKOJIBKO THEW, CUJI HA MOIBbEM Yyke He XBaTwT. [locienqHee BpeMs epl eMy NOUYTH
HE J]aBaJIv, U OH ocjiabell, M Tenephb yke He ObLT YBEpPEH, UTO y HEro JOCTaHET CHJI Ha STOT MOABEM.
Jla 1 uTo OH OyJeT JesaTh Nocje TOro Kak MOAHMUMETCS, OH He 3Hall. EIé ¢ MUHYTY OH BHUMATEJIbHO
OITISIbIBAJT KAMHH BBICOKO HaJl COOOM, TTOTOM HECKOJIBKO pa3 BCTPSIXHYJI PYKH, 3aCTaBIIsIs KMCIOPO
aKTHBHEE MPHUJIMBATh K MBIIIIAM, ¥ BIPYT BHIIPHITHYB BBEpX Oojiee 4eM Ha METp, 3allenuycsl KOH-
YMKaMU NaJbLEB 32 HEBUIMMBINA B TEMHOTE, €JBa BbICTYNAOIIMI Kpail OyJbbKkHUKA. MrHOBEHUe OH
BHCEJI Ha MajbLaX OJHOM PYKH, 3aT€EM TOYHO PACCUUTAHHBIM JABUKEHUEM CXBATUJICA IPYrou pyKou
3a BBICTYN psAAoM. Ilasblpl HOr €ro camu HallIM ONOpY, W I0HOIIA I0JIE3 BBEPX IO CTEHE, pa3Me-
PEHHO U TIIyOOKO Apima. OueHs IOJTo AJIs1 HEro MpOoAOJIKAJICs STOT MOIXBEM, MBIIIIIB HA €ro CITUHE
Y IJIeYax B3IYJIUCh OT CUJIBHOTO HalpsKEHMS. YK€ ITOYTH Ha CaMOM BEpXY, OH OLLTWJI, YTO PyKHU
ero 3a0MIHCh, MAJIbIbl OTKA3BIBAJIMCH CTUOAThCs, M OH MCITYTaJICs, YTO ceiiuac COpPBETCS M MOJIETUT
BHU3. IOHOIIA nocmoTpen Tyza, e o ero HoraMy pa3Bep3aylach YEpHas NAacTh KOJIOALA, yXOOUB-
11ast oTBeCHO BHU3. «Bcé€ 310 epynua! Huuero crpamnoro! 4 cmory!» — nogyman on. IlocrenenHo
ObIXaHUE €r0 BBIPOBHAJIOCH, OH HALIEN XOPOLIYIO ONOPY AJIsA NaJIbLEB PYK U MONEPEMEHHO BHUCE,
TO Ha OJIHOM TO Ha JPYroM pyKe, JaBasi OTABIX CBOEMY €Jie )KMBOMY Teiy. IlouyBcTBOBaB, UTO pyKH
CHOBa pabOTalOT, IOHOIIA PBAHYJICS BBEPX C OTYASIHHOM PEIIMMOCTBIO, U Yepe3 MTHOBEHbE, 3a/JbIXa-
SICh, IEPEBAIMIICS Yepe3 Kpaii Kosoana. OXpaHHUKOB HUTZE He ObLIO BUIHO, CBEKUI HOYHOM BO3/1YX
pacuaparnai ero rpyab. [lepes HIM pacKMHYJIOCh TAKOE HEOOBIYAHO OOJIBIIOE OTKPHITOE MTPOCTPaH-
CTBO, YTO OH Ha MTHOBEHHE TOTEPsiJT OPUEHTHPOBKY, TOJIOBA €ro 3aKPYKHIJIach, U My IOHAI00MIIOCh
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi, YTOObI MpUITH B ceOs1. HakoHell, OH TsKeso MOAHSIICA M MEeUIEHHO TIOIIEN BIIe-
pEn, MOUIATHIBASACH KAK MbAHBIN, U YEPE3 CEKYHJy UCUE3 BO THME.

Ha crenymomee yTpo, HOCIaHHBIHA 32 HUM BIOTOHKY OTpsif, K 00eay HacTur ero. Coniarsl 1010
n30MBaJIM €ro, BHayajle OH 3allMILAJICSA, HO MOTOM YK€ TOJIBKO JIeKaJl Ha 3eMJie, 3aKpbIB pPyKaMU
rosioBy. Korja ero npuBsi3aHHOTO K ceJly JIOLIaAX PUBOJIOKJIM OOpaTHO B Jlarepb, Ha HEM He ObLIO
’KMBOTO MECTA, IJ1a3a ero MOJTHOCTBIO 3aIUIBUIHN, BCE JIMIO OBUIO 3aIMTO KPOBbI0. HayanbHUK MpUKCKOB
BBILIE]T IOCMOTPETH HA HETO.

— I'naaure ncel, 4To OBIBAET C TEMH, KTO OTKa3bIBAETCS MOJUMHATHCSA MHE! — TPOMKO CKa3all
OH, 00paIlasACh K yrploMO MOIYABIIMM 3aKJTIOYEHHBIM, COTHAHHBIM CIOZIa OX PAHOIA.
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— ITocapum ero 0O6paTHO B KOJIOAEI? — YCITYKJIMBO OCBEJOMUJICS] CEKPETapb.

HavyanbHUK MpavyHO MOCMOTPES Ha HETO M CKa3asl TUXO, TaK, YTOObI HE CIIBIIIAIN 3aKJII0YEHHBIE.

— IlocapuTe ero Tyaa, OTKyaa OH He cMOkeT BhIOparhesi! [TycTh CHIUT B KAMEHHOM «MEIIKe»,
MoKa He oOpa3yMuTcs!

I[NepBble 1BOE CYTOK, HEYAAUIMBBIN OerJiel] Jexkal IIacToM, He TIofaBasi MPU3HAKOB KU3HH, HA
TPETbU CYTKH OH, HAKOHEII, CMOT ITePEeBEPHYTHCS Ha CITMHY U TaK JIeXKaJl, TJIsIIsl B TIOTOJIOK CBOEH Kpo-
IIIEYHON KaMepbl €TMHCTBEHHBIM OTKphIBAOIIMMCS 1a30M. CBET MOYTH COBCEM He Momajai clofa.
['ne-To HaBepxy, MaJeHbKOE OKOIIIKO, HAXOAMBINIEECS HA YPOBHE 3eMJIH, CBETUIIOCH KPOIIIEYHOH CBET-
701 Toukoil. OH He 3HaJI, CKOJIBKO YiKe JISKUT 371eCh, B TOM XOJIOJJHOM KaMEHHOM Torpede, TTOX0KUM
Ha mMormty. Tynas 60, TP KakJIOM BJIOXE U BBIIOXE, ropeBInasi, OyaTo 000K KeHHas KoXa JIUIa,
BCE 9TO OBUIO TENeph TEM, UTO COCTABIISIIO KaXyI0 MUHYTY €rO JKH3HU.

— Dii, mapeHb, Thl KMB TaM? — YCIIBIIIAI OH HaJl COOOM MOJIONOH 3aJOPHBIIA T0JI0C ¥ BCIIOMHUIL,
KaK BBIIIAIUT 00JIa/IaTe)Ib STOrO rojioca. Becéblil, ¢ BHITOPEBINEH Ha COJTHIIE IIEBETIOPONA, OTHOTO C
HUM BO3pacTa U MPUMEPHO OTHOTO POCTa, Oaiaryp, BEUHO ONTUMHUCTUYHBIN KaK Obl HU OBLIO TLIOXO,
OH OBUI IIEHTPOM BHUMaHHUs1, BCIOY, rie Obl HU Haxoauics. Kaxercs, ero 3Banu Karo.

— 4 caplry TBOE AbIXaHUE, 3HAYMT, ThI KUB, — TpoAoskan Karo.

— To kak Thl BBIOpaICS U3 KOJOMIA, 3TO ObUIO HEBEpPOATHO KpyTo! f mymario, Thl HepeaabHO
KpyToi uyBak! Ho eciu Tl MpoAO/IKUIIL Tak Aajiblie, TO TOYHO CKOpO yMpéElb. M Mbl notepsem
Ky3HeIla, a 3To OyzaeT oueHb rioxo! [Nocmymail MeHs1, Tebe Hy)KHO cTaTh HeMHOro xutpee. Hauaib-
HUK XOYeT CIOMaTh TeOsl, cliesaid BUI, YTO Y HEro MoJy4YrIoCh, YTO Th CAAJICS. YBEpEH, OH 3aX04eT
caenath U3 TeOst IpuMep sl APYTUX, U Thl CMOXEIIb BHIOPAThCs U3 STOW MOTUJIbI, U IOMOYb cede
Y HaM BceM cOeskath oTciofia. Thl, KOHEYHO, MOKEIIb He I0BEPSITh MHE, HO KaKeTCsl, Thl BCE PaBHO
HU4ero He Tepsienib. Ha TBoéM mecTte 51 Obl puckHy1. Be€, uyBak, MHE mopa, a ToO OXpaHa 3aMeTHT !

OH MpoCyHYJ PyKY B OKOIIIKO U YTO-TO KMHYJI BHU3.

— 910 BoAa. 3aBTpa nmpuHecy Tebe YT0-HUOY/Ib MOeCTh !

Karo ymén, ero cioBa em€ aoiro, Ka3ajioch, BUCEIU B COBEPIICHHON THUIIMHE KPOIIEYHON
Kamepsl. U B 9TOI KpOMEIITHOM ThMe, MOTYyOTKPHITHIH I71a3 Oersiena, kaaHo OlecHys Ha CEKyH/Y.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk oskokosk

[TyTs mo SImarto 3aHs1 y HEro MOYTH JBe Hene . EaBa mpus B ropon, U HUTZE Jake He OcTa-
HOBUBIIIUCH, OH Cpa3y e HAaIlPaBUJI CTOIIbI CBOM Ha COOPHBIN MyHKT. MaJIeHbKUil MOKIION MyK4YMHA
B OYKAaX, CUJICBIIHMI 32 OOJIBIIUM CTOJIOM, MPE3PUTENBHO OIJIS/IEN €r0 TPSI3HYI0, PBAHYIO OIEKAY U
HarpsiMyio cripocuit Karo, nmeroTcest i y Toro eHsru. [lonyunB oTpuiiatesibHbIi OTBET, OH YIOBJIE-
TBOPEHHO XMBIKHYJI, KaK Oy/TO MOIYYHT HEKOE BaXKHOE JOKA3aTeNIbCTBO TEOPUH, KOTOPYIO IaBHO YKe
0OJIyMBbIBAJI M CYXO CKa3aJl.

— B takom cityuae, 10HOMIA, Y TeOs1 OCTAETCS TOJMBKO IIAHC BCTYIUTH B OTPsI] BCATHUKOB, KOTO-
pbiM Komanayetr Caroma-cad. Ho nmpeayrnpexgaio Te0si, 4TO MONacTb K HUM HEJIETKO U KPOME TOTo
3TOT OTPsiJI MOCTOSTHHO MPUHUMAET y4yacTre B OUTBax 1 OOJIBIIMHCTBO HOBUYKOB ITOTMOAET B MEPBBIi
Mecsiir ciyx0sl! TeOs 3To ycTpanBaer?

— Kak ux Haiitu? — Karo He moHpaBUJIOCh TAHUOpATCKOe OOpallleHne YMHOBHUKA, a TAKXkKe
TO, KaK 9TO MAJIEHbKOE CYIIECTBO BCSAYECKU CTPEMMUIIOCH TIOJUEPKHYTh MPONACTh CTOSIBIIYIO MEK/LY
HUMHU.

MarneHbK1ii YMHOBHHMK TOXaJ TUIeYaMH |, BBIMCAB OYMaKKy, B IByX clioBax oObsicHu Karto,
KaK eMy HalTh Ka3apMbl oTpsaa Takemu. YTpioMo MOCMOTPEB Ha Hero, I0HOINA B3s1 OyMary |, He
no0JIarofiapus, MOBEPHYJICS M OBICTPO MOIIEN B CTOPOHY Ka3apM.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk oskokosk

Takemm cugen Ha HU3KOM, JEPEBSIHHOM, KOJMYEHOTOM CTYyJie, IMPOKO PACCTaBUB CHJIbHBIC
Horu. Bes ero rpy3Hast ¢urypa, TOYHO BBIpYOJIEHHOE M3 KaMHS JIMILIO, JBIIIAIO0 HEBEPOSTHOM MpH-
TATATebHOW CHJION M YBEPEHHOCTHIO. [lepes HUM CTOsUT BRICOKME 00OpBaHell, KUJIMCTBIH, C IMH-
HBIMH, JIO TUIeY, YEPHBIMH BoslocaMu. OH ObLT HEOOBIKHOBEHHO XY/, y3Kasi Tayusl, KOTOPOU MO3aBH-
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noBasia Okl JII00ast IEBYIIIKA, TIEPEXOANIA, 3aTeM B IIMPOKYIO IPYIHYIO KJIETKY, BCE €ro TeJIO JBIIIAIO0
OIPOMHOM CHJIOH, Ka3aJI0Ch, OH OTPUHYJI OT ce0s1 BCE JIMIITHEE, OCTABUB TOJIBKO, TO, YTO HEOOXOAUMO
eMy OyaeT, YTOOBI cpakaThCsl. Xy0e JIMIO ero ¢ BBAIMBIIUMUCS IIEKaMH, ObLIIO BCE ke MpHBJIeKa-
TEJIbHBIM, M XOTb YepPThI ero ObUIM PEe3KMMHU U rPyOOBATHIMHM, B IJIa3aX €ro Topesl OrOHb OelIeHHOM
HEYTOJIEHHOU CTPacTU. 3a crMHOM Takely CTOMNMWIMCh BOMHBI €r0 OTpsijia BO I71aBe ¢ Masmo3uHon
Y TaK)Ke BHUMATEJbHO pasmisabBaiy napHs. [lodyeMy-To s Ha pe3KO OuepuYeHHbI pOT MapHs,
Mbamo3rHa ogymaia 0 TOM, YTO OH, HABEPHOE, HEIUIOXO HEeyeTCs U TYT K€ MOYTH BO3HEHaBHIea
ce0s1 32 9TU MBICIIH.

— Ilouemy TbI XOUelIb BCTYNUTh B MOI OTpsiA? — cripocu ero Takeru.

— B mo6oii apyroi otpsig apmun CeBepHoro KoponeBcTBa Thl MOT ObI TOCTYIUTH 32 HEOOJBIITYIO
TUIaTy, ¥ TOJBKO MOU OTPs/I COXpaHWII MpaBWiia MpHEMA OCTaBIIMECS HaM OT TWIbAUHM «YEpHOro
JlpakoHa», — Ba)KHO 100ABWJI OH, HE CITycKasi ¢ 00OpBaHIla BHUMATEIbHOTO B3IJISIIA.

— Tb1 moHuMaerp, 4to Tede MPUAETCs APaThCs C OMHUM U3 Hac?

IOHoIma nomonmyan, He OTBOJS B3IJIsSA U HAKOHEII, OTBETHII.

— 41 310 3HAaI0, — TOJI0C Y HETO OB IITyXOM, HO MPUSITHBIN, a pedb MPAaBIIIBHOM, Ka3aJI0Ch, CJIOBA
Takery He Mpou3BesIa Ha HEr0 HUKAKOTO BrievaTsieHus. Ha nuie ero coxpaHsiioch HEBO3MYTHMOE U
Jaxe HECKOJIbKO paBHOIYIITHOE BhIpakeHHe, OyATO BCE ITO €ro He Kacaercs.

— ¥V Hero npocTo HeT IeHeT, YTOObI 3aTUIATUTh 32 BCTYIUIEHHE ! — HETPOMKO cKasajia Mammo3uHa,
e€, onHaKo, ycibiaai. CTOSIBIINE BOKPYT BOMHBI 3aCMEsLTHCh, a IOHOIIA BCIIBIXHYJI, HO TOYTH Cpasy
ke oBnajiest codoi. IIprcTaabHO CMOTpEsT OH Ha HACMEIIUIMBO YJIbIOABIIYIOCS IEBYIIKY, X B3TJIsIbI
BCTPETUIICh, U 00OpBaHel CMOTpeJT Ha He€, 10 TeX Mop, MOKa OHA He OTBeJIa B3IV,

Takerm ynbIOHYyJCS. «ByIeT Kajlko, eclii OH He OINpaBIaeT OXKHUIAHUM !» — MOAyMal OH.

—V 1ebs ectb opyxue?

— Ecrb.

— JlaBaii B3MJISHEM Ha HETO.

IOHomma, ormycTuiics Ha KOJNEHH M MEIJICHHO M Jake KaK-TO TOPKECTBEHHO TOJIOKHII Tepe
co00ii 3aBEPHYTHI B TPANKY Meu. OCTOPOKHO pa3Bs3ai OH OEUEBKY, M YMCTasl KaK cje3a CTajb
cBepkHya Ha ConHile. HoxkeH y Hero He ObLIO, OTHAKO MeY ObLT HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KPACUB U CHUIJTBHO
JAMCCOHUPOBAJI C €r0 TPSI3HOM O/IE)KI0N U HUIIUM BHUIOM.

— Otkyna y Tedst 5TOT Me4? — HEBOJIbHO BHIPBAJIOCH Y Takery.

— 4 cam ero caenan, — A UCTIOAJIOObS, XPUTUIO OTBEYAJ I0HOIIA, I1a3a €ro CBEPKHYJIM Ha
MTHOBEHHE.

— Tet ky3Hen?

OobopBaHel] KMBHYJI C HEKOTOPBIM OIO3/IaHUEM, CJIOBHO OH OOyMBIBAJI YTO-TO.

— Ecnv oH He MOTSHET, 51 BO3bMY €ro B Halll OTPsifi Ky3HeloM! — TPOMKO CKazasl cEryH, oopa-
I1asICh K OKPYKABIIMM €TO BOMHAM.

— Kt0 X0uer ucrsitarh ero?

— 4 310 cnenaio, — BCE, Takke MPE3pUTENHHO YJbIOasch, MPOroBopuia Mamo3uHa, BEICTyNas
Briepén. Takemm 3aMeTuI, 4TO OHA MOPSIKOM pa303JieHa.

— JleBouka MOs1, TeO€ HE CTOUT. .. Y HEro U TaKk MaJIo IIAHCOB, — JIACKOBO HavaJl TakeIu, B3I
€ro MoTeries, FopAOCTh U yI0BOJIBLCTBUE OTPA3UJIMCh Ha €ro JIMLIE.

— Huyero, s He Oyny ocobeHHo BhIKJIagbBaThesi! K ToMy ke, 51 peiiaraio COKpaTUTh Halll
noenuHoK! Eciti OH mponepXuTcst Tp MUHYTHI, TO CTAaHET OIHUM U3 Hac! — peyIokiiIa, AeBYIIKa
u Takerm KuBHYJ, Kak Obl JaBast HOHSTh, YTO HE XOUET CHIOPUTD C HEW.

IOHoMIa GBICTPO MOAHSIICSA HAa HOTH, CKaB PYKOSITh Meua OJTHOM PYKOH, OH cliesiay pyosiiee
IBWXEHUE, U JIE3BHE PACCEKJIO BO3AYX C TYI'MM MPOTSKHBIM CBUCTOM. Korjga oH CTHCHYJ pyKOSITh
CBOEr0 Meua, Ha ero IMpeArvievybe TOJICTHIMUA KaHaTaMH B31yluch MbIIbl. «[lapeHs-To cumaul» —
nogyMain Takemy.
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— DTO HOPMAJIBHO, YTO MPOTHB MeHs OyZeT JIeByIIKa? — CIPOCHII OH, TIPUCTAJIBHO TS Ha
CTOSIBILIYIO Ieped HUM M3Jo3uHy.

— D10 Tebe Bpsa M nomoxkeT! — 3acmesticst CaTtoma.

— Th1 gOMKEeH poAEpkKaThCsl TP MUHYTHI!

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT? — 0Oparuiach kK napHio Majo3uHa.

— Karo, — oTBeyaJ oHomia.

— 51 Puno Ma11, — TUIaBHBIM M HEBEPOSITHO OBICTPHIM ABMKEHUEM OHA OOHAKHJIA CBOM TaTH.

ITpu Buze e€ meva riaza Karo 3a0nectenu, oH ¢ TPyIOM CMOT CliepXaTh BOCXHUIIIEHHBIH BO3IJIAC,
HO €ro peakIysi He YKPbLJIach OT BHUMAHUSI AEBYIIIKH.

— OH Teb6e Hpasutcs? Thl MOHMMAEIb TOJIK B OPYKHH!

B stor MmomenT ConHlile BHIISIHYJIO W3-32 Tyud U ocjienmio Kato, Ha kKakyio-To CeKyHIy OH
yBUJIeN, KaK 3a CIUHOM JIEBYIIKM PACMpPaBIISAIOTCS BA OTPOMHBIX OesbiX Kpblia. «OHa aHren!» —
MOyMaJl OH, HO TYT € IOHSUI, YTO 9TO TEHU JIEPEBLEB CO3/1AI0T 3Ty WLTI03UI0. Mao3rHa 3aMeTua,
YTO COJIHIIE OCJIETIMJIO IOHOIITY U, CAEJAB HECKOJIBKO OBICTPHIX IIIATOB B CTOPOHY, 3aCTaBHJIA €ro pas-
BEPHYTHCS TaK, YTOOBI CBET He Memman eMy. [1o ero yauBiI€HHO-OaroqapHoMy B3IJISIy, OHA JOra-
Jajiach, 9YTO OH TIOHSIT TOT e€ MaHEBp, HAIIPABJIEHHBIM HAa TO YTOOBI IOMOYb eMYy. «3aueM s JIesaio
3T0?» — pa3ApaxEHHO MOAyMasa OHa.

— INomuwm, Tpu MunyTHI! 3acekute KTO-HUOYIb BpeMst! Hauanu! — HeTeprienmBo MaxHyJ pyKoi
Takenm.

«A oH OpicTphIi! 151 TAKOTO pOCTa, 3TO YAMBUTEIbHO!» — nmogymana MamosuHa, koraa Karo
CMOT YBEPHYThCSI OT ABYX IEPBBIX €€ aTak.

— Kro ThI Takasn? — BeigoxHy:1 Kato, Tskeno aplia, He IpoIuio U MAHYTHI, a €ro ClIMHA CTala
MOKpOW OT ToTa. BpeMms /j1s1 Hero TsHy/IoCh HEBEPOSATHO MeuieHHO. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO PYKH
ero «3a0WJIMCh» TOYHO TaK e KaK TOr/a, KOrja OH I0J3 [0 OTBECHOH CTeHe KOJIOALA, U3 TIOCTSIHUX
CHJT TIETUISISICh HETTOCTYITHBIMY TMAJTbLIAMH 32 KPOXOTHBIE BBICTYIIBI. «MHE HYKHO YCIIOKOUTHCS!» —
METHYJIACh B TOJIOBE CYIOPOKHASI MBICIIb, HO ceiiuac emy ObUIO TpoIIe CKa3aTh 9T0, YeM CHesaTh.

— Tt uto He cipbiman o6o mHe? Toraa Tebe xe xyxe!

Atoro eé€ ynapa oH yxe He yBuuen. KpoBb (hoHTaHOM ynapuiia U3 1jieva I0HOIIH, OH TOIIaT-
HYJICSI ¥ yIIaJl Ha KOJICHH.

— Kowen! — pazouapoBaHHO nporosopuiia Maso3mHa, 0TBOPauMBasiCh U pE3KMM B3MAXOM CTpsi-
XMBasi KPOBb C JIE3BUSI CBOETO Meya.

— Kyna 310 Boi cobpaiucs, rocnioxa PruHo? — ycpiiasna oHa 3a CIMHOM HACMEIUTUBBINA TOJIOC.
«A OH, OKa3bIBAETCS, MOKET MTPOU3HECTH 32 OIUH pa3 OoJblle TPEX CIOB!» — MogyMasia JAeByIIKa.
OO0epHyBIIIMCH, OHA yBHENIA, 4TOo KaTo yke Ha HOrax, MCTeKas KpOBbIO, OH, TeM HEe MeHee, IIEN Ha
He€, ¢ HeOOBIKHOBEHHOW PElIMMOCTBIO U YIIbIOAIICS.

— Yeépr! — Mamo3uHe, NpUILIIOCh YBOPAYUBATBHCS OT €r0 SIPOCTHBIX aTak, Pe3KUM JIBUKEHUEM
PYKU OHa BbIOMIIa Meu 13 pyK Kato, 1 6recTsnmii KIMHOK OT/IeTeN B CTOPOHY C MEJIOJMYHBIM 3BOHOM.
Octpué Meua ynéproch I0HOIIE B TPY/b, HO OH BCE TaKkKe CTOSUT TIPSMO U YJIbIOAJICS.

— Cpagaiics! — npukaszana emy Majmo3uHa.

— Her. Moxens youts MeHs1! — criokoiiHo otBevast Karo.

— Bpewms! Vioxu ero, Masn! — 3akpudain KTo-To.

Meu qporHys1 B pyKe AEBYIIKH, HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I OHM CMOTPEJIH B IJ1a3a APYT JIPYTy.

— Ckonbko? — 3akpuyan Takeru, €ép3asi HA MECTe OT HETepPIEeHUsI.

— Tpu MUHYTBHI TPU CEKYH/IbI! — OTBEYAIIN EMY.

— Mo, konel!

— Ioznpasnsio! — neByIKa OMycTHIa Med, ¥ TUIAaBHBIM, KPAaCUBBIM JIBUKEHUEM, YOpaB ero B
HOKHBI, Pa3BEPHYJIACH U TOILJIa B CTOPOHY Ka3apM.

— Crnacu60, rocrioxka Puno, 3a ypok, KOTopblii Bbl MHe niperniofanu! — KJ1aHsisich e, Bies mpo-
ropopw1 Karo. Manio3uHa b (ObIpKHY/Ia B OTBET U Jake He 00epHYIIaCh.
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— Iloxoxe, ¢ Ky3HenoM nposerenu! — Beceso ckasan Takemu.

Bowuns! okpyxumu Karo, Hanlepe6oil mo3apassis ero.

— Teneps Tol 01MH U3 Hac! — ckazas emy KTO-To.

IMorom Kato cuyen B manarke, a BHICOKMIA MOJIOZIOM BOWH 3a0MHTOBBIBAJI €r0 paccedéHHOE
TUIEYO0.

— [NoBesno Tebe, mapeHb, HUKTO JI0 TeOs1 He mpoAepsKalics MpoTUB M3t OoJibIle IByX MUHYT! —
YIIBIOAsICh, CKa3aJl OH.

— Oma 51ousb céryHa? — cipocui Kato.

— bepu Bbimie! Ona 10oup borvHu! — oTBevan BOMH NOpaX€HHOMY IOHOILIE.

— OHa nydImnvii BOMH U3 BCEX KOro Korga-amoo poxaa 3ta 3emiiss! E€ Ha3pIBAIOT JKEHIIIMHON
— 3meéit u [Ipuniieccoit mevya! E€ otelr ObUT JeMOHOM, 3JIIM AYXOM, HO JIaXe OH efl B TIOIMETKYU He
roautcsi!

Karo oueHb 3aX0Tenoch CpOCUTH, €CTh JIU Y He€ MapeHb, HO OH He PEeIuICs.

— Dror Karo, oH BeIIIAIUT HeoObIuHO. [ToX0Xke, OH coBepIieHHO Oe3yMeH! — Beceso cKasal,
Takerm obparasck kK Mamo3uHe, BO BpeMsl YKUHA.

JleByIiIka BeXJIMBO YIBIOHY/IACh, HO HUYEro He oTBeTHA. «[Ipuaypok Kakoi-to!» — pasmapa-
EHHO TIOlyMaJla OHA, YYBCTBYS, UTO KPAaCHEET, U, MOJISICh O TOM, YT0OBbI CaTOM? He 3aMETHJI 3TOTO.
«Yrto co mHOI?! OH e mpocTo Opoxasral».

— Bam Bunnee, nansa Takeiu, — cka3ayia OHa, OIyCKasi TOJIOBY.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Tpoe cyTok GecrpepbIBHO MIET I0K/Ib U JOPOTa, IO KOTOPOH MeIEHHO eXaJl OTPSIJT BOOPYKEH-
HBIX BCAJJHUKOB, COBEPIIEHHO PACKUCIA U TPeBpaTUiIach B TpsisHOe MecuBo. KorbiTa stomanei yTo-
MaJIi B JIMITKON KOPUYHEBOM Macce M XOTS JIMBEHb, HAKOHEII, 3aKOHUYWIICS, OBICTPOE MPOJIBUKEHIE
BIiepén ObUTO HEBO3MOKHO. | py3HO pa3BajMBIINCh B cefyie, Takemm riryOoKo Morpy3uiics B HEPUST-
HBIE, TSOKENbIe pa3MbIlUieHUs. HacTpoeHue ero ObUIO MOJABICHHBIM, U OH TIBITAJICS TIOHATH, UTO SIBU-
JIOCh OCHOBHOW IIPUYMHO# 3TOT0. [T0 CBOEMY OIBITY OH 3HAJI, UTO, TOJIBKO Pa300PaBIIMCh B IPUYMHAX,
OH CMOXET IMPEOA0JIETh 3TO CBOE COCTOSTHHAE M CaMO€ IJIABHOE CMOXKET HayaTh YCTPAHSTh OTPaBJIsIB-
IIyI0 eMy JKU3Hb MpoOieMy. BHauasie OH ymasl 0 TOM, YTO Teriepb yXke He yaacTcsi JoOpaThes /10
MIPUTPAHUYHON KPENOCTH 3aCBETII0, HO €CIIM Pa300paThCst 3TO He MPECTABIISIIO TAKOH YK OOJBIION
npo0ieMbl. 3aTeM MBICIIY €ro MePeKTIOUIITICH Ha BOOOIIIE BCIO CTPAHHOCTH 3TOro Mprkasa. Koposnesa
OTIpaBWJIA, €ro, CETyHa Ha 3Ty PsIOBYI0O M HUYEM HE MPUMEUaTesIbHyI0 MUCCHIO, C KOTOPOW MOTJIa
OBl CIIPABUTHCS HE TOJIBKO cTapImii opuriep, HO Jaxe U OOBIYHBI KOMaHAUP COTHU. [ToKOMaBIIuCh
B ce0e, OH MOHSUI, YTO BUIUMO 3TO M OECIIOKOUT ero Oosbiie Beero. Kak To He 3aMeTHO /1151 caMoro
ceOs1 OH CcTas Ha3bIBaTh Puily He nHaue kak Bame BenmmuectBo. Korma, ¢ kakoro MoMeHTa 3TO CTajio
IJIsl HETO €CTECTBEHHBIM, OH YK€ He MOr' BCHOMHUTh. C roppkoil ycmelkon Takemm oTMeTus rnpo
ceOs1, YTO JIeCATH JIET Ha3a OH ObUT ropasio Oe/iHee, HO U Topa3io CBOOOIHEE U He3aBUCUMEE YeM
ceituac. M3 3a1yMUnBOCTY €ro BbIBEJ royioc crapiiero oguiepa Acamu Jlocu.

— Takemmm-cama! — HIOUYTUTENILHO OOPATUJIACH OHA K HEMY.

CEryH npuaepar Jomab, ¥ JeBYyIIKa MOPABHSIACH C HUM.

— Takemm-cama, Mbl He ycrieeM JI0 TEeMHOTHI JoOpaThest 10 ¢opra. S gymaio, ecnu Bol puka-
XKeTe, eCTh CMBICT TTO[yMaTh O TOM, TJIe HAM OCTAHOBUTHLCS HA HOUb.

Caromd noéxwics, Jliocu Oblta TomyoO0rIa30i CTPORHON OJIOHAWHKOW, B CTOJIUIIE TOBOPWIIH,
4yTO OHa nepBasi Kpacapuiia CesepHoro KoposieBcTBa, ycTynaorias cBOeil KpacoTol TOJIbKO CaMoit
Puiie BoxectBenHoN. OH OBUT yke JOCTaTOYHO OIBITHBIM, YTOOBI HE 3aMeuaTh KaKUMU IJ1a3aMu
CMOTPUT Ha HEro 3Ta JIeBYIIKA, rofsmiascs eMmy B Jjouepu. Bor u ceituac B e€ GapxaTHOM rosoce
OBLJIO CTOJILKO HEKHOCTH, UTO OyIb OH IIPEXKHEN Bepcueid ceOsl IeCATHIICTHE! TaBHOCTH, OH OBl IOUTH
HaBepHsKA CMYTHJICS, HO CeYac TaKoe HeTIPUK PHITOE 3aUT PhIBAHKE HE BHI3BAJIO Y HErO HUYETO KpoMe
HEKOTOPOro HeyJ0OCTBa, MIOXOKETo Ha pa3IpakeHue OT 3aHO3bI 3aceBIei 1o HorreM. «OHa Bio0-
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JIeHa B MEH$1 1 UMEHHO TI03TOMY $I MOT'Y IIOJIHOCTBIO IOBEPATH €l !» — nogyman Takelu, ¢ HEKOTOpbIM
paBHonymveM. [lo ero npucragbHbIM B3MJIs100M, JIIOCH MOTYNUJIACH U 3aJIMJIACh KPACKOM.

— Acamu-caH, s OCTaBJISIIO 3TO Ha TeOs1! Bridepu MecTo 1ist Housera! — CIIOKOWHO CKa3aJl OH.

— Kak npukaxere, cerceit! — Jliocu npuinmnopuia Jiomaab M MOCKaKanaa Bepen, HECKOIbKO
BOMHOB II0CJIEOBAJIN 3a HEM.

EnBa oHa orpexaiia, kak Catoms 0O0epHYBIIUCH, HAIMEN r1a3amu Kato u cienan emy 3HaK MpH-
omusuThesa. Korga oHoma nocnenrHo nogbexai, Takel HakJOHWICS K HEMY, U CKa3all, TIOJIOXKUB
eMy Ha I1JIe40 CBOIO OOJIBIIYIO PYKY.

— IMpucmotpu 3a rocnioxoi Acamu, Kato-kyH. Eciii Mbl monaném B 3acajty, Tl JOJKEH Oy/Ielib
3anmTuTh e€! S momararock Ha TeOs!

KaTo kuBHYT 1, MPUIITIOPUB CBOIO JIOIIA/Ib, MOCKAKAJ Belies 3a OmoHauakor. CexyHnay Takemm
pa3ayMbIBaJl, TOYEMY MOPYUHII ITO 33JaHNE UMEHHO HOBUUKY. DTOT aCKETUYHBIN, BBICOKUI MOJIOION
BOMH, SIPOCTHO XOTeJI CTaTh CUJIbHEE, 9TO €r0 MEPEXJIECTHIBAIONIEE Yepe3 Kpail KeJlaHue U TO, KaK OH
€XEeTHEBHO YIIOPHO TPEHUPOBAJICS, HPABUIIOCH CETyHY. «OH cripaBUTCs» — ogymain Catoma, 3aTeM
€ro MBICJIM BHOBb BEPHYJIMCh B IIPEXHEE PYCIIO.

Tsxénbie mpeqayBCTBUS MTPOAOJIKAIN TECHUTHCS B 1yliie Takemu, OH CHOBa BMaJl B 33 JyMYu-
BOCTb, MEJIKUI XOJIOTHBIN JT0k/Ib HaUal HAKparnbiBaTh Ha/l HUMU, IPO3s1, BHOBb MIEPEPACTH B JIUBEHb.

K osk ok osk ok osk ok sk ok osk

OH noimkeH ObLT 10Ta/IaThCs, Beb Y3KHe JIepeBEHCKUE YIUIIBI JIUIITUIN BCATHUKOB MIPEUMYIIle-
CTBa Nepeji BOOPYKEHHBIMU JIJTUHHBIMU KOMbSIMU TIeXOTUHIIAMU. KOHEYHO, MOKHO ONpaBIaThCS TEM,
YTO OHU OBUTM HE Ha TEPPUTOPUM Bpara U He OKHJIAIN CTOJIb BHE3AITHOTO M XOPOIIIO OPraHU30BaH-
HOT'O Hara/IeH!sl, 1a U yTPO CJAEAYIOIIEro AHs HACTPOMJIO CErYHA Ha MUPOJTIOOUBBIH 1 pacciaOlieHHBIH
naj. BniepBble 3a mocieHue IHU BBHIIVISHYJIO COJHIE, M AaXe TSKENbIe MbIC/IU, YTO MpecefoBalIn
Takerm, kKa3aaoch, OTcTynmmii. U BcE ke BOMHY ¢ TaKUM OOEBBIM OITBITOM, KaKOM OBLT y HEro, He
IIPUCTAJIO JIOMYCKATh CTOJIb OUEBU/IHBIE IPOMAXU. DTU MBICIIM MOJIHUEW IPOHECIIUCh Y HETO B MO3TY
B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJIa €r0 OTPsi/l, OKPYKEHHBIA CO BCEX CTOPOH, yxke ObUT CMAT CTPEMHTEIILHOM aTa-
Koil. Ha arakoBaBIIMX MX BOMHAX He ObUIO 3HAKOB PA3JIMYMsl, ¥ TIIETHO OH ITBITAJICS MIOHATH, KTO TaK
HEOXKUIAHHO Hamasl Ha HuX. V3 OKOH JIOMOB Ha HUX CHINIAJIUCH YU U apOaJieTHble «OOMThI», IBa-
JIaTH BOWHAM YAAJIOCh TIPOOUTHCS HA COCETHIO YIIHUITY Y 371eCh OHU CHOBA OBbLITH OKpYKeHbI. Takerm
MPUKA3aJl CIIEIIUTHCS U, B3AB ITYPMOM OJIVKAWUIIHIA JIOM, €r0 BOMHBI, OOJBITUHCTBO U3 KOTOPBIX
OBbLITM PaHEeHbI, CYMeJIM 3aKPEenUThCS B HEM. OTIIs/IeB KaJIKie OCTaTKH CBOETO BOMCKA, OH MIOKOCHUIICS
Ha TsDKEJIO JIBIIABITYIO JIIOCH, CTOSBIIYIO MOOIU30CTH OT HETO U OTPHIBUCTO MPHUKA3AI:

— Jxyanun, Karo, pazopyxuts rocnioxy Acamu! CBskuTe €€ M BBITAIUTE OTCIOAA, JTIOOON
LieHOM! YMpuTe camu, HO CIIaCUTE ei KU3Hb !

[pesx e yem OJIOHIMHKA yCIesa YTo-T100 CAeaTh, PyKH e€ ObLIIM CBSI3aHbI 32 CITMHON U BBICO-
kuit Kato 3akuHyI e€ cebe Ha IJ1e4o CJIOBHO KYKJTY.

— Byzner ucnosnHeHo, KoMaHaup! — CIIOKOMHO OTBEYas OH.

Jliocn Bu3Xkana u OpbIKaslack, CJIOBHO JAMKasl KOIIKA, HO MOJENATh C AByMsI 30POBBIMU MYK-
YUHAMM HAYEro He MOorJia.

— Hemennenno ormyctute menst! § yoblo Bac! — pbluasa qeBymika.

— INo3BonbTe MHE ymMepeTh BMecTe ¢ Bamu, Takemu-cama! — Borusia oHa.

— Pa3meuranacek! — mpodypuan cede 1o HoC CETyH.

— Unure!

3ateM OH 00epHYJICS K OCTABIIMMCSI BOUHAM.

— S ropych Tem, YTO CcpakaJicsi BMECTe C BaMH !— CKa3asl OH, 00paiasich K OCTaBIIMMCS BOU-
HaMm. OHU CMOTpEJIM Ha Hero, MOYTH BCe OHU ObUTM BETEpPaHAMM U JIABHO YKe MIOHUMAJIH APYT Apyra
6e3 CIIoB.

— Hy uro %, Bce 3a MHO¥ ! — 11 BBIOWB HOTOH JIBePb, OH IIArHYJI Ha 3aIIOJTHEHHYIO BparaMmu yJIHILy,
TyJa, € sIPKUI COJTHEUHBIN CBET OCJIENWJI €r0 B MOCIEJHUN pas3.

19



N. Pé. «Apnckme roHune»

K osk ok sk sk sk sk oskokosk

Takemm omycTuiicsl Ha KosieHU. Best ero Kyprka crasa %ECTKOM, MPOINUTaBIINCh HACKBO3b €T0
KpoBbio. CHIIBI IOKUAAM €r0, HO B TO K€ BPEMs OH JABHO YK€ He OIIyIIal ceOsl TAKMM MOJIOIbIM
u kuBbIM. CrieniaB HaJl COOOM yCHITHe, OH BCTAJI HA HOTH, YCTPEMUB B3IJISI HA CBOMX MPOTHBHUKOB
psilaMM TECHMBIIMXCS MTPOTUB Hero. Ha ux smiax ObulM MeTaJuIM4ecKue Macku, Ho Takemm BcE
BpeMsl Ka3aJloCh, UTO OH y3HAET HEKOTOPHIX U3 HUX. OH OCTaJICs OMH U Terepb TOJBbKO TPYIIbI €r0
BOMHOB, U TPYIIBl €r0 BPAroB pasie/suid ux. B psApax HacTynmaBIIMX MPOU3OIUIO 3aMEIaTelbCTBO.
Takeru MOAHSUT Med U YIBIOHYJICS O€3YMHOM YJIBIOKOM, TOTO KTO TIEPEIeN YKe CBOU mpeer.

— Hanapaiire, nicel! — npe3putesnbHO 1poropopui oH. Ho oHM mMeuniy, M Torga OH MOIIEN
Ha HUX caM. 3a KaK/IbIM €ro IIaroM TSHYJICS KPOBABBIN CJiell, HO JBMIKEHHS ero ObLIM YBEPEHHBI U
TBEpAbL. I OHM mopamuch Ha3aja, OTCTyIasi, Yepe3 MUHYTY JBOpP omycTes U Takemm ocrajicss OquH
Ha 1osie OMTBHI.

— Tpycel! — sipocTHO Kpruan oH uM Benea. Emy crano coBcem mnoxo. OH BHOBb OITYCTHIICS
Ha OJJHO KOJICHO.

— Ms1 nobeaumu! — mpoOOpMOTaI OH, 3aTeM MOJHSJICA U MOOPEN cOo TBOpa, TOIBOIAKUBAS
HETIOC/TyIITHbIE HOTH.

— 4 BosBpamtaock B SIMaro! — mienTan OH MOTPECKaBIIMMUCS ryO0amMu, KpOBb TEKJa MO €ro
JIMILY, HATIONHSIA POT.

— 41 Bo3Bparach JoMoii!

Koraa oH ¢ Tpynom BbIIeN B EpeyJIoK JOPOTY eMy Mperpaani BCaJHUK C JTTMHHBIM CBEpKa-
IOIIMM MEYOM B pyKe. JIUIO ero Takxe, ObIO CKPHITO MO OIECTSIMM METaJUTMIYECKUM 3a0pajioMm,
IIJIEM BEHYaJT U30THYThIE pora, OH ObLT IOXOX Ha JIEMOHA, BBHIIIEANIEro u3 npercrnogueit. CexyHmy
Takerm cMOTpeIT Ha CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA, €ro MIATao.

— 41 y3Hato Te0s npepatesb! — xpuruio nmporopoprst Catoma, ¢ TPYIOM MOTHUMAS CBOH JTATO.
Ha meranmueckoM jvie BcaTHUKA OTHEM BCIIBIXHYJIM JTyYM KJIOHMBILIETOCS K 3aKaTy COJHIIA.

— 41 Bo3Bpamiatock gomoit! — ycren emé npodopmorars Takerm. Haj ero rofoBoii CBEpKHYJIO
JIe3BUE Meua, yJIuIa IOKauyHyJIach Mepejl ero ria3aMu, ¥ OH IOYyBCTBOBAJ, UTO Ma/IaeT. 3aTeM HaCTy-
nJia TEMHOTA.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Crapiuit opuriep Acamu Jliocu MeIJIeHHO exasia o YJIuIle, e€ JIOaab OCTOPOKHO MepecTy-
naJjia uepe3 TPyIbl JIeKaBIIMX BOMHOB. [leByIka Opocria moBOIbsI Ha OJIECTSIYI0 KOPUYHEBYIO IIEI0
CBOETO KOHSI, CCYTY/IMBIINCh, CHJIEJIa OHA B CeJijIe MOHUKINAs, He B CUJIaX MPUHSTH TO, YTO CIIyYHIIOCH
C HUMH. 3a Hell MOTYNMUBIINCh, exanu [xxynuuu u Kato, 3a HUMU 1€ OKoJIo IecsiTKa BOMHOB, BCE,
410 ocTasioch oT oTpsiga Cartomd Takerm. Okoso g0Ma, ABOP KOTOPOro ObUI 3aBajieH TeIaMH ITOUYTH B
1Ba psifia, OHU CTIEIIVIIICH ¥ HAYaJIi IIepPeBOPAYMBaTh TPYIIbl, OTHICKHBAsI CBOMX ToBapuineit. Tema ux
OHM aKKypaTHO YKJIAJIBIBAJIU B Psifl, BIOJIb HU3KOTO 3a00pa M CKOPO BCsI IJTMHHAS y/UIa Obljla 3aroi-
HeHa uMu. Bee ux py3bs jgexanu TyT, Ho Jlocu rckana JIMIb OJHO TeJIO, U JIUIIb OJVH BOWUH 3aHU-
MaJl Bee e€ MbIcU. 1o caMOil HOUM MCKaJIi OHM TEJIO CBOETO KOMaHIMPA, IATasCh OT YCTAJIOCTH U HE
YyBCTBYSl HM TOJIOZIa HU KaX[bl. YoKe IMOYTH CTEMHENO, KOT/a JIeBYIIKa yBU/IeNa YEPHYIO PYKOSATKY
Meua BCIO CIUIOINIb TIOKPHITYIO 3aCOXINer KpoBblo. OTpyOseHHas IO JIOKOTh pyKa C MOYePHEBIIUMHU
najblaMH BCE TaKXke KPerko cxumaiia e€. [1ouTu co CBSIIEHHBIM TPENeTOM pa3kajia OHa ofiepeBe-
HEBIIME TAJIBLIBI, CJIE3bI MOIMIIKCH M0 €€ IeKaM, TOPOIUTMBBIM, CYJOPOKHBIM JABHKEHUEM TpHKaja
oHa K Ty0am pyky Catom> Takerm.

— IIpoctute mens! [Ipocture mens1, Catoma-can! 1o Mosl BUHa! — npouienTaia oHa.

[ToTom oHM OOBICKaH BCE BOKPYT, HO TeJla ero He CMOIIM HaiTh. Y uiibs 0co3HaB BCIO TIIET-
HOCTb 3THX TMOUCKOB, JIIOCH aKKypaTHO 3aBepHY/Ia B TPSINKY Meu CBOEr0 KOMaHIMpa U OTPHIBUCTO
MpUKasania:
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— OcraHOBUMCS Ha HOYb B OAHOM M3 KpailHUX IOMOB. 3aBTpa Mbl BO3BpaiiaemMcs B SImato, —
roJioc e€ ObUI CITIOKOSH U TBEPJ, M XOTS MaJIeHbKasl IEBOYKA BHYTPH He€ phifajia OT OSCCUIUS U TOps,
e€ BOMHBI He JIOJKHBI OBUTM TIOYYBCTBOBATH 3TOTO.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk oskokosk

Jlomaae Mamio3unsl mysiell BiieTesa Ha MPOCTOPHBIN IBOP AoMa Takelu U pe3Ko OCTaHOBU-
J1ach, B3METHYB BOKPYT ceOsi Ty4y MbUIK. 32 MOCIIEAHUE IECSAT JIET ropoj SIMaTo 13 MajieHbKOTO Mpo-
BUHIIMAJIBHOTO TOPOJIKA, MIOYTHU JIEPEBHU, TIPEBPATHIICS B HacTosIyio croiuily KoponeBcrTsa, ynpas-
nsiemoro MorymiectBeHHor Koponeoii Cesepa. borateie 1BOpIbI yKpacuiu IpeaMecTbe Topoaa, U3
KOTOPBIX JIoM Takelm ObIJT OMHAM U3 CAMbIX CKPOMHBIX M HOCHJI el Ha ceOe OTIeYaTok BpeMEH
CYILIECTBOBAHMS JIABHO YK€ yINpa3AHEHHON riipaun «YeépHoro [IpakoHa». [leBylika cockoumia ¢
KOHSI, 1 HEOpeKHO OPOCHB TOBO/IbS CIIyTe, JJACKOBO MOXJIONAa CBOIO yXe HEMOJOLYI0 KOOBLTY IO
11ee, U CTPEMUTENIBHO B30eXkasa Mo IMUPOKUM CTyreHsM Kpbuiblia. JKeHa Takemmu Hanamu, Boimia
ell Ha BCTpeuy, TOJIbl, Ka3aJloCh, ObUIM HE BJIACTHBI HAJ] Hel, BCE Te ke YEPHBIe KaK CMOJTh BOJIOCHI, BCE
TOT ’K€ MPaBWJIbHBIM OBAJI JIMLA, [JIaJKasi CBETJIask KOXka, Te jKe MPOH3UTeNbHbIE T1a3a. Ceituac Juio
e€ ObUTO OJIeTHO, MO IIa3aMK CUHHE KPYTHU, BEKU OITYXJIM OT CJIE3.

— Yro cnyunnock, Hanamu-cama? — Mamo3uHa Opocriiach K JKEHIIMHE U Ta 3aKJToUnia e€ B
00BATHA.

— Takemmm noru6, — Tuxo mporoBopuia Hanamu.

— Yro?!

— Ero otpsin BeimosnHsit npuka3 KoposieBbl Ha 105KHOUM T'paHUIle, OHU TIONAIM B 3acajy, MOYTH
HUKTO HE BBDKWJI, — TOJIOC JKEHIIIMHBI ObUT CIIOKOEH, HO HEBbIpa3nMasi O0JIb U MyKa, 3aroHsemMasi
BIJTyOb, TO U JIEJIO MPOPHIBAJIACH HAPYXKY €jBa 3aMEeTHHIMYM UHTOHAIIUSIMHU.

— Droro He MokeT ObITh! DTOro He MoxeT ObITh! [l Takermm! Kak?! — B yxkace 6opmoTtaia
Mbi1, orcrynas ot Hee.

— 41 3Hat0, uto Koponesa ornpasuia 1eds k imriepatopy MakoTto, — Ipojosikaia KeHIIuHa,
[JTyXUM TOJIOCOM.

— Ecm Ob1 THI OBLIa C HUM, BO3MOXKHO, OH OBI. .., — HaHamu 3amMoiyasna u OTBEpHYIACh.

JleBylIKa OTCTpaHWIACh OT HEE U, IS B IV1a3a KEHIIUHE, TUXO CIIPOCUJIA!

—To ectp, 910 O3HA4aeT...?

— ¢1 Hruero He roBopmiia Tede, — ITIAAsA B CTOPOHY, oTBevasna Hanamu.

Kynaku Mam03uHBI CKAINCH.

— Cyxka! Ona youna ero! — 3yObl e€ CKpeKeTasu, JIMIO UCKa3UIOCh HEHABUCTHIO, MTOTHOCTHIO
M3MEHMBILMI Ha CEKyHy 4epThl e€ yimia. 7KeHa Takem HeBOJIBbHO OTIIATHYJIACh OT HEE.

— M>a11, oHa TBOS MaTh!

— Byab ona npokuiaTa! [ yxe naBHoO Bujena, uto Takenu-caH, CTOUT el MOnepeK ropia, Ho 10
TIOCJIE/IHETO HE BEPUJIA, UTO OHA PEIIMTCS Ha Takoe!

B komHaTry BOIIEN YEpHOBOJIOCHIM MajlbuMK JIET YeThlpHAALATH. YBUIEB M»ai1, OH cierka
MOKPACHeJ, HO TYT e OBJIajie] coooil. «OH yxke UHTepecyeTcsl JeBOYKaMi» — HEBOJIBHO TIOlyMaJia
€ro Marb, 3aMETHUB 3TO.

— INama npuexas? — Crpocu OH € Mopora.

— I[No3popogaiics ¢ Man-can, [eituu, — criokoiiHo npousHeciaa Hanamu, 1 HU OJUH MYCKYJT HE
JOporuy’ Ha e€ yute. Jeitun nogomen Kk Mamo3uHe U HECKOJIbKO HEJIOBKO MOKJIOHUBIIIKCH, CITPOCHIT
C JETCKOM HENOCPEICTBEHHOCTBIO.

— Tol ¢ manont npuexana, Man-tsH?

JleBy1ika xoTena oTBeTUTh, HO HaHaMu He fajia eil BCTaBUTh CJIOBO.

— [leiium, 1 IOrOBOPIO ¢ TOOOM TO3Xke, cervac s pa3ropapuBaio ¢ Maji-caH, — THXO, HO TBEPIO
ckazasa oHa. Ha smne ManbuyMka nosiBUIIOCh BCTPEBOKEHHOE BblpaskeHue. OH, IPUCTAIbHO IIOCMOT-
peJ1 Ha Marth.
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— [leiiun, He Memai HaM ceivac, — MOCTapaBLIMCh MPUAATH CBOEMY JIMITy 06€33a00THOE BhIpa-
KeHue, BMelanach Mamo3nHa, oHa Buzena, yTo HaHamu yke ¢ TpyIoM caepXuBaeTcs, YToObl He
pa3pblaaThCsl.

— Xoporo, Mas-can! — emi€ pa3 npucTaji-HO TOCMOTPEB Ha Math, [leituu BhIIIes.

— 41 He mory noBepuTh! ITO TOUHO? — MOBTOpMIIA MATIO3MHA, TIBITASICh COOPATHCS C MBICIISIMU.
SIpocTh cMeHMIach y He€ pacTepssHHOCTHIO. YCHIIMEM BOJIM OHA CMOTJIa OBJIAJIETh COOOM.

/Kena Takemu Jiiib KUBHYJA B OTBET.

—B#I pacckaxkute emy?

— Jla, ceronns 51 ckaxy, [eiun, 4ro oter Oosbie He npueseT, — Hanamu BAPYT paspblaasiach
B3axJIEO, CJIOBHO MaJIeHbKasi IeBOUKa, M Opocuiiach Malto3uHe Ha rpy/b, mieun e€ Tpsaciuck. OHa
Cpazy ke CcTajla TaKOM KaJIKOU, MaJIeHbKON 1 HECUACTHOM.

— JlecsATh JIET 5 KWJIA B CTpaxe, YTo 3TO MOXKET ciayuuTbest! S mymana, 9to cmory Xotsi Obl
MOXOPOHUTH ero Teso! Ho maxke ronoBel ero He cmoryu Haitu! 1 Gombllie HUKOTIA HEe YBUIKY €ero! —
MOBTOPS1JIa, OHA KaJIOOHO BCXJIMITBIBASI.

M>i031Ha 10k 1a1ach, IOKA OHA BBIILIAYETCS, [JIainja €€ BOJIOCHI, IUIEUH.

— Yro Bel nymaere nenath qasneiie, Hanamu-cama? — cipocusia OHa 4yThb MOTO/IS.

— 4 ucniporry y KoposneBsl paspeliieHre BepHYThCsl B pOIHYIO epeBHIo, He mory Gosnbiie octa-
BaThCs 3/1ech! — rocroxka CaToma, HaKOHeIl, OBJIajiesia co00M, HO Tojioc e€ emie qpoxkall.

— Bcerna moMHm, 4TO Halll JOM — TBOM JIOM, — CKa3aJla OHA, MOIBITABIIUChH YABIOHYTHCS.

M>n B3s1a M€Y U HAaIlPaBUJIACh K BBIXOJY.

— Kyna 1e1?7 — BeTpeBokeHo cripocunia Hao.

— 4l uny BO 1BOpeN, moroBopuTh ¢ Matepbio! [Iporiaiite rocnoxxa Hanamu, n3BuHuTECH 32 MEHS
nepen Jleitun! — neByIika BbllUIA.

— bennass Mo, — npobopMoTana KeHIMHa. 3aTeM OHa MOCTapaiach YCIIOKOMTHCS, BHITEPIA
I71a3a, BBIIPSIMIJIACh, BCSl €€ MaJleHbKast (purypa InpercioHUIach TOpIOCTH, Aaxe HAIMEHHOCTH U,
BBICOKO IO/IHSIB I'OJIOBY, OHa IPOLUIA B COCEHIOI0 KOMHATY, TaK CJIOBHO HUYETO HE CIIyYMIIOCh, Cpasy
OBLIO BUAHO, YTO UAET X034iKa OOJIBIIOrO IOMa.

— Heitun, ugu ciona! — qoHECCs €€ rojoc U3 BHYTPEHHUX MOKOEB, OH 3BYYaJl YBEPEHHO U CIO-
KOIHO.
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Anu3on 3. Teao cBo€ nam Bam B NUIILY

— Tbl He MOXelllb, He cMeelIb roBopuTh MHe 3T0! 1 Koposniea! Thbl 06s13aHa NOXUUHATHCS MHE !

B monyrnpo3pauHoii HOUHOW COpOYKe, ¢ OOHAKEHHBIMU KPYIJIBIMH TuleyaMu Puiia Metanach
10 OTPOMHOM KpOBaTH Kak Oe3ymHast. CepeOpucThie BOJIOCH €€ pa3MeTalliCh, OHA Kycasa I'yObl 10
KPOBH, I71a3a €€ CBepKaIi. Mao31Ha BliepBble BUJIENA CBOIO MaTh B TakoM ApocTh. OHa cTosi1a nepes
Hell B BOGHHOM OOMYHAMPOBaHHMM OTpsiia Takem, BCs 3aTsHyTa B TEMHYIO KOXKY, OOJNEraBIIyio e€
CTPOMHYIO (pUTrypy, JBa MeUa JalCE, COCTABIISAIMN BCE €€ BOOPYKEHHUE.

— 3amomuu! Trl ornpaBuia Takemm Ha BepHyIo cMepTh! Thl yOnia yenoBeka, KOTOPBIA ObLT
teOe npeaan! Tel yOuiia yenoBeka, KOTOpblid Obul MHE Kak oTel]! Thl yOusia ero 3a To, YTo OH MHOTAA
ocMenuBaJicst Bospaxkarh Tede! Thl He mycTrina MeHsi ¢ HuM! A Morna Obl criacT ero!

— 3arkHuch! — ppryana Puna.

— 3Haellp, YTo 5 Jymaro? — JeBylIKa He oOpalliajia BHUMaHUsl Ha 9TU UCTEPUUYECKUE BOILIH.

— 4 nymato, 9To THI Takke oTnpaBuia Ha cMepTh U Cata! U TouHO Takke W30ABHIILCS U OT
MeHs], Korjia s craHy Mearth Tede! Thl BCIo MOIO H3Hb UCIIOJIb30BaJIa MEHS, MAHUITYIMPOBaJIa MHOM
IJ1s1 JOCTUKeHUs cBouXx 1iesieit! TBou nenu 6osbliie He MHTepecHsl MHe! S yxoxy!

— Kak cmeems ToI pasroBapuBath Tak ¢ Bemkoii Koponesoit CeBepa!? [leBuonka, Thl 6poca-
emb MHe BbI30B!? § cnacna te6s! Ecim Obl He 51 ThI ymepia Obl emé peoéHkoM! — Puria 1 npasaa
Oyaro obe3ymena, TeHa BHICTYNHJIA Ha €€ rydax, pyKH CyIOPOKHO KOMKAJIM aTJacHYI0 IPOCTBHIHIO
POCKOIIIHOM KPOBATH.

— 4 moMHI0 00 3TOM M MMEHHO NO3TOMY 51 He yObio TeOs ceituac! Ho ecmu Thl mocmeerib
BCTaTh Ha MOEM IyTH, KJISTHYCb, I HE TOIIaxKy Teds1, MaMa! — Mamio31Ha moBepHYJIach U He TOPOIISICh
BBIIIIA U3 CTIAJIbHU MaTEpH, ITOYTH CTOJIKHYBLINCH y 1Bepe ¢ Pan u PaH, nperpaguBImmx en Jopory.
CekyHIy OHM CMOTpEJIM APYT Ha Jpyra, Ka3alaoch, YTO CTOJIKHOBEHUS HE M30eKaTh, HO TYT U3 KOM-
HaThl Pa3JaJICs XPUILIBIA NTOTY3aAyIIEHHbIA KPUK PHLibI:

— Pan, P>H, ko mHue!

He noxunasce 6oibliie UX peaklyy, AeBYIIKa PELIMTENbHO MPOILIa MEXAY CECTPAMU, TIOUTH
TOJIKHYB MX Y HE OIVIS/IbIBASICH, MOIIIA K BHIXOLY O AJIMHHOMY KOPUIOPY JBOpLA.

Korna Pan 1 PaH 3amum B criayibHIO, OHM 3aCTalIv CBOIO XO3STHKY OBIOIIEHCs B CyI0porax, 3yObl
e€ CKpekeTaay, MOKpbIE MPsIU BOJIOC MPUIMILIN KO JIOY.

— Mos Koponesa, Ham OCTaHOBUTB €€? — OCTOPOKHO cripocuiia PaH.

— He cwmeiite! Bam He cripaButbes ¢ Helt! Ilycts orpsaa Takemm 3aiimércsa stum! Eciau oHa
OTKaXeTcs1 00pa3yMUTHCS MyCTh He AT e€! — Puiia cesa Ha rmocrenu, oHa CMOIJIa, HAaKOHELl, OBJIa-
IeTh COOOH.

— Ilomoru MHe onetbcs! — npukasana oHa Pan.

K osk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

Mbrmio31Ha He 3aX0Tera 3aX0IUTh B CBOI0 KOMHATY, BCE TH BEIIM HE HYKHbI ObUTH €l OOJIbIIIE.
EnuHCTBEHHO, YeM OHa JOpOXuiIa, ObUT Med, MOJAPEHHBIN ed OTLOM, a OH ObUT ¢ Hel. [leBymka
BbIBEJIAa U3 KOHIOLIHU CBOI0 YEPHYIO KOOBUTY, KOTOpasl BCTPETHJIA CBOIO XO3SMKY PaJloCTHBIM piKa-
HueM. MaJ1 3apbulach JIMLIOM B €€ TYCTYI0, KECTKYIO I'PUBY.

— Tl onHa IOOMIIL MEHsI, — TPYCTHO CKa3aJla OHa.

— MBbl1 Bo3BpataemMcs JomMoii! — oTOpocHB BCce COMHEHM 1, MaiTio31Ha BCKOYMIIA B CEAJIO U YEP-
HBIM BUXPEM ITPOHECIACH I10 YJIULIAM ropoja K INIaBHBIM ropoackuM Boporam. Ho egBa oHa nepecekiia
MOCT, KaK BHYLLIMTEJIbHBII OTPsI] BCAJAHUKOB Mperpaani ei gopory. Ha Hux Oblia Ta ke popma, Kak
Y Ha Hell caMo¥, 3TO OBbUTM OCTATKH OTPSAAA, KOTOPbIM paHbllle KOMaHJOBaJl ObIBLIMIA MacTep I'MIIbIUH
céryH Carom> Takerm. Ha yimiax ux Oblja HanMcaHa pacTepsiHHOCTh, TOXOKE OHU He 3HAJTU, YTO UM
Tenepb JesaTh. M3 OCTaHOBHJIA CBOIO JIOMIA/Ib, C TOCKOW M OO0JIBIO MEpeBOMIIa OHA B3IJIS/L C OTHOTO
BOMHA Ha JPYyroro, Mo4YTy BCEX UX OHA 3HaJla [0 MMEHaM U Bce OHM ObLIIM /151 He€ Kak OpaTbsl.
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— VY3Haio cBoI0 MaTh! — MpoOOpMOTasa OHa.

Bo rnage atoii rpymnmsl, Man ¢ ropeusto yBuzena Jliocu, O0HAMHKA OTBOAMIIA TJIa3a CTPAIIACh
BCTPETUTHCS B3MJISIIOM C MOAPYroi. [71a3a qeByIKY HAIOTHUINCH CJIE3aMU, €i CTaJIO TaK TOCKJIMBO
Y TOPBKO, Kak OyITO OHA cefiuac Tepsijia YTO-TO, UTO YK HUKOTIA He BEPHETCS.

— T'opo, Heiiku, M3amy, Jliocy, BB NPUIILTH YOUTh MEHS? — U4yTh HE IJ1a4a CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Mban , THI TPOCTO AOJKHA BEpHYThCs, KoposieBa xoueT moroBoputs ¢ To00#! — He IIsas Ha
Heé, oTBeuana Jlocn.

— Ortnait HaM CBOE opykue U cieayii 3a Hamu! HUKTO 31ech He XOueT cpakarbest ¢ TOOO¥ !

— UYro ckazana Bam most matb? OHa cka3zasia Bam, urto s npenaia e€? Ilpenana Bac? Heyxenu
Bbl noBepute B 310?! ['opo, M3amy, 310 ke 5, Bama Man! CkonbKo pa3 Mbl CTOSUTM € BaMU ILJIEYOM K
ruiedy Ha nosie 60s1! CKOJIBKO pa3 BHI CIIacajiv MOIO KU3Hb, a 1 criacasa Banty! Mbl iporim yepes aj,
I10 KOJICHA B KPOBH U 110 YIIIU B IIprM@! Mmu1 APOXKaJIn OT XOJI0AAa v IroJIoAaiv B IoxXo4ax, IpruKnumMasicCh,
APYT K ApYyTY, 4YT0oObI corpeTbesi! Y Tenephb Bbl MOAHUMUTE Ha MEHs CBOM Meur?! §1 He MOry oBepUTh
B 910! Takemm-ceHceil morud Mo BUHe MOel MaTepu, OHa He Jayia MHe criactvl ero! OHa oTIpaBuiIa
Bac Ha OOIHIO, a TOTOM TeX HEMHOTHUX, KTO yIIeJiel, TIocjiaia 32 MHOM, BallliM OOEBBIM TOBApHIIEM !
Ona nocnana Bac youTs MeHs, 3Hasi, 4TO s JIydllle yMpy, 4eM OyJy cpaxaTbCsi MPOTHB Bac!

— M>n1, 3aTKHUCH yke! — OTBOpauMBasiCh M 4yThb He I11a4a, pousHecia Jlocu. B ra3zax ocraib-
HBbIX BOMHOB CTOSIJIU CJIE3BI.

M>smio3rHa TPOrIoTHIa KOM BCTaBIIMK ed MomnepeK ropia. B 3TOT MOMeHT, BCE 3TO BpeMsi
MPUCTAILHO CMOTPEBIIUI Ha HEE BCAJHUK, CTOSIBIIIUM B 3aJIHEM PsIY, Pa3[IBUHYB CBOMX TOBAPHUILIEH,
MeJUICHHO Bblexall Bnepén. He cryckas ¢ He€ a3, oH nogbexasl Kk Mamo3uHe 1, NOpaBHABUIMCH C
Hell, pa3BepHYJI CBOIO JIOIIA/Ib, BCTAB PSJIOM C Hel, 4yTb Mo3aau. JleByIka uckoca Opocuia Ha HEero
B3IJISI/L, 3TO OBUT OH TOT CaMblid MOJIOZION MapeHb, YTO TAK CTPAHHO BOJHOBAJI €€ MBICITH B TIOCTICAHUI
Mecsiil. Mamo31Hy BHOBb MOPA3MJIO 3TO COYETaHMe KpaiHel XymoObl ¥ CHITbl UCXOJMBIIEH OT HEro.
E€ nopasuso, 4to faxe B TAKOM MOMEHT JIUIIO €r0 OCTAJIOCh a0COTIOTHO HEMPOHUTIaeMbiM. «Heyxkenu
eMy He cTpamHo?! DTOT HOBUYOK TOJBKO YTO BHIOPOCHJI B IOMOWKY CBOIO JKM3Hb U JJake He BCIIO-
Tes?!» — ¢ yAuBJIeHHeM NogyMaiia oHa. M3 oOBes1a BOIPOCUTENTBHBIM B3IVISIIOM OCTTBHBIX BOMHOB,
OoJIbIIIe HUKTO HE ABUHYJICS C MECTa.

— Xopolio, — cKazajia OHa, JPOTHYBIIHM T'OJIOCOM.

— Hyma Takermm-cama He YCIIOKOMTCS, TIOKa s He OTOMIIy 3a Hero! 4 Oymy menats To, 4TO
nomkHa! f He oTaam BaM CBOM Meu M He BEpHYCh Ha3aJl, HO CpakaThCsi C BaMu 51 He Mory! BoT s mepen
Bamu! [1ycTh 000H M3 Bac y KOro MOJHUMETCS] PyKa, BOH3UT MHE M€Y B CITUHY U OTIIPABUTHCS BO
ABOpEL], YTOOBI IOJTYYHTh 3aCITyKeHHYIO Harpaay u3 pyk Baiieir Koposnessl! — mpousHecs 314 cJioBa,
ACBYILKA IMPUIIIIOPUJIA JIOMIadb W Mocxajia NpAMO Ha MPErpaxxaaBIInX en A0opory BCaiHUKOB.

— Yépr! — npodopmortasia Jlrocu. BonHbl Hauamm pacctynarbest nepe MaJo3uHOi, 00pa3oBbI-
Bas repeji Hell CBOOOIHBIN KOPHUJIOP.

— Komanpyiite, rocnioxa Jliocu! — 3akpryai KTo-T0O B 3aJHUX psijiax.

— Ionmno BcE k uépry! Jlenaiite urto xoTUTe! — pe3Ko OoTBevYana OJOHIMHKA, OTBOPAYNBASICH U
HE JBUT'asCh C MECTa.

He ogun meu He nomHsics Ha Ml , oexaB CKBO3b CTPOM BCAJHUKOB, CIIOBHO JIEIOKOJ IO
YKCTOW BOJIE, IEBYIIIKA B COMPOBOXIEHUH MOJIOJOTO BOMHA, TEM K€ MEJIEHHBIM aJUTIOPOM Toexasa
Aajbllle TaK HU pasy U, He 0OepHYBIIMCh. MyXUYHMHBI IJIAKAJH, TS el BCIe.

— IIpomaiite Mamo3uHa-can! — 3aKkpudaii KTO-TO.

— I[Ipomaiite! — mpoOopMoOTAaIa IEBYIIIKA, BHITUPAsI JIAJOHBIO CIIE3BI TEKYIIHE I10 IeKaM. B sator
MOMEHT OHa BCTIOMHUJIA €70 UMHI.

— To1 — Kato? — cipocuiia oHa 10HOIIIY.

— Ila, rocroxa, — OTBevaJl OH, IIIyXUM, TIOYTH MAJTBYUIIECKUM TOJIOCOM.

— 41 nomHIO TEO.
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EnBa oHu Bbexanu B Jiec, Kak KoObuta MaTI03MHBI HACTOPOXKEHHO TIOBeJIa yIIIaMi U OCTaHOBU-
J1ach.

— Tak s u 3Haya, uto Ge3 Bac He 00OUETCs! — HaCMeNUIMBO TTporoBopuiia Main . HaBcrpeuy
eil, U3 JIeCHO! yaiy Bblexaiau Pan u PaH, ¢ HaNpsk€HHBIMU 371bIMU JIMLAMU, TIOXOKKE HA JIBYX IIPU-
TOTOBUBIIMXCS K OPOCKY XHUIIHUII.

— Wcupa, Thl TOXE MOXKEIIb HE NpATAThCS! — 3acMesiiach aeBylka. Kato pa3BepHyJics 1uiuom
K TIOSIBUBILIEMYCSI 32 UX CIIMHOU puOnmkeHHOMY KoposieBsl, HO Take He TPOTSHY/I PYKHU K PYKOSITH
CBOET0 Meya, PUCTAJIbHO IJISIIS B [J1a3a CBOEMY ITPOTUBHHUKY.

— IloBopauuBaiil Ha3aj, MajieHbKasl IpsiHb! — C HEHABUCTHIO Iporosopuiia Pan.

— Iocnymait Vicuna, Tl BCE eIE HajieenbCsl TOYYUTh B HArpajy «CBSIIEHHOE» TeJIO TBOEH
Koponesbi? Kak Tl 1ymaeliip, noyeMy Mosi MaTh-1IUTIOXa, TPAXaeTCsl CO BCEMU MOIPsi/L,  Thl OAMH TaK
¥ He cMor Tomrynars e€ ropsiaee Tesio? Cripocu-ka 06 31oM y Pan 1 PaH, oHM BABOEM «KapsiT» MO0
MaTh Kaxayo Houb! [Tompocu ux oHM MOTYT Tpaxarh M TeOs, TaKke KakK TpaxaioT MOIO MaTh! — He
oOpaTvB BHUMaHHMSI Ha CJIOBA KPAaCHOBOJIOCOM, 00OpaThiach AEBYIIKA K MOIbEXaBIIeMy K Hel c3aau
BOMHY.

— Cyka! — BbIxBaTUB KMHXKal, PaH MeTHys1a ero B Majmo3uHy co cTpaiHoi cuiioi. BokoBbIM
3peHHeM JIEBYILIKA 3aMETUJIa JIETSIEee B HEE JIE3BUE U, IIOMMAaB €ro B CaHTUMETPE, OT CBOETO JIMLIA
Opocuiia ero oOpaTHO B TEJIOXPAaHUTEIBHUILY CBOEH MatepH. BCE 3TO mMpoM30IIIo B AOMI0 CEKYHIbI,
Jie3BUe TTyOOKO BOH3MIIOCH B Ipyab PaH, eByIKa ¢ KpaCHBIMH BOJIOCAMU 3aX pyIiesia, TTOKauyHy/Iach
Y TIOBAJIWJIACh BIIEPE Ha 1LEI0 CBOETO KOHS.

— Pan! — mpoH3UTENIPHO 1 CTpAIIHO 3aKpUYaia CHHEBOJIOCasi, OpOcasich K cecTpe.

— Hey:xenu, Bbl 1B€ ITynble KYpHULIBL, M BIPABAY AyMaJl OCTAaHOBUTb MEHsI ? — U3J€BasiCh, CIIPO-
cwiia Maj.

— Wcupa otnyctr cBo¥ Med, MHaue TeOsi IPUBE3YT TBOEH KOpoJieBe 1Mo yacTsim!

Bamian Karo npogomkasl runmHOTU3MpOBaTh CBOEro MPOTUBHUKA. Mcuaa Tak 10 CUX TIOp U He
OOHAXWJI CBOU Meu, JIMIIb CYJOPOKHO CKUMAsI €r0 PYKOSITh.

— Pan, Pan! — peigana cuneBosnocas, npuxumasi K rpyd MEPTBOE TEJIO CECTPBI.

Bcé em€ cmesacy, Mamo3uHa npoexaja MUMO HEeE U MEIUIEHHO CKpblIach U3 11a3. Heckonbko
cekyHz Karo B ynop cmotpen B mia3za Mcujpl, noka He 3acTaBUI TOTO OTBECTU B3IUIsA[, 3aT€M OH
MOBOPOTUJI KOHSI TaK Jla’ke M He KOCHYBILIMCh CBOETO Meya, MOCJIe0Bal 3a IEBYIIKOH, yKe He OIJis-
ApIBasiCb. MUHYT uepe3 MATHAUATh Y MOBOPOTA IOPOry X JIOTHAJIM ABaJLATh BCAAHUKOB B YEPHBIX
IUIAIAXx.

— M1 ¢ Bamu MamiozuHa-can! — pelmTenbHO IPOroBOpUIl OJVH U3 HUX.

JleBynika ornsigena ux.

— Yro rocnoxa Jlrocu?

— OHa He cTaja yaepuBarb Hac!

— T'opo, BO3BpaTHCh K HEH U CKaxH, uTo 51 yousa PaH, ec oHa M OcTajibHBIe JOPOXkKaT CBOEH
KU3HBIO, MyCTh OeryT HemeneHHo! f eny B ApkaH u mpoOyiy Tam Tpu AHs. Bce, KTo Xouet mpuco-
eIMHUTHCS KO MHE, TyCTh HanpaBJsioTcs Tyaa. 1 Oymy KaaTh UX Tam.

— Ila, rocrioxka!

— OcrasnbHble 32 MHO! — NPUILTNIOPUB JIOIIA/Ib, IEBYIIIKA MIOHECIACh BIEPEN, Tyla, KyJla yKa-
3bIBAJI HOBEHbKMI YKa3aTes b «ropoj] ApKaH», BCAJIHUKU MOCJeI0BaIM 3a Hell. bike Kk Beuepy cups
y KocTpa, Mamo3uHa BApyYT MpeacTaBuia cede Mo CBOel MaTepH OBIOIIEHCS B ICTEPUKE HaJl TEJIOM
Pan 1 npe3puTtenbHasi, JOBOIbHAS YIIbIOKa TPOHY/IA €€ IyObl. [IoTOM e€ MBICTN ITepeCKOYMIIN Ha 3TOTO
crpanHoro Karo, u oHa rogymana o ToM, 4to ecii Obl He OH, ceiiyac oHa Ob1a Obl B OJMHOYECTBE.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

B niepBy1o e HOUB Mocte OercTBa u3 SAmMaro, mocie[oBaBIIKe 32 Hell BOMHBI MTPUIUIM K HEW U
JIKMpO, Kak camblil CTApIIUI U yBaKaeMbIi, CKa3aJl OT UMEHH BCEX UX:
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— Iloka Ham KOMaHIUp HE OTOMIIIEH, Mbl BCE paBHO, UTO Tpymbl! [t MeHs, Kak v [11si O0b-
IIMHCTBA U3 HAC, HET IpaBa KU Tb, ECJIM Mbl HE CMOKEM OTOMCTHUTD! JINYHO 51 TOTOB Ha BCE YTO YTO/IHO,
€CJIM 3TO MOMOXET MHE CMBITh 11030p O cBoero uMeHu! YTo Mbl MOkeM c/ienaTh, CKaxku HaM, Toc-
noxa Moan!

— Xoporo! [la 6yzner Tak! — orBevana M Mamo3uHa.

— Bbl ¥ camu oHMMaeTe, YTo Tenepb Mbl BHE 3aKOHA M MOSI MaTh KakJIET MO KPOBU U YHU-
YTOXKHUT BCEX, KTO MOCIIEOBAN 32 MHOW. Haimm cuibl ceiiyac Masbl M Kak Obl HM ObLIa CUJIbHA 51, HAM
HE BBICTOSITh IPOTUB Liesiol apMuu. Ho s1 Mory otnath BaM 4yacth ceOsi, 9TO c/ieslaeT Bac CHIIbHEe,
ropaszio cuibHee! Ecim KTO-To U3 BaC IOMHUT MOETO OTLIA, ¥ TIOMHHUT TO, KAKUM OH OBLJI, TO TAKOTO
YPOBHSI CMOT'YT JOCTUIHYTb T€, KTO MOJYy4UT Moo IU10Th! HO 5 Takke HamomuHaio BaM, 4TO MOW
orel1, Co1 PuHO, B KOHIIE KOHLIOB, COLIEN C yMa, IPEBPATUBLINCH B ;KUBOTHOE. BO3MOKHO, Bcex Bac
KIET Ta K€ y4acTh, MOITOMY KakAbIi JOJDKEH pertaTh 3a ceOst! 51 3Haio oHo, 51 yBepeHa, uTo APYroro
IIyTH OTOMCTUTH ITOH KEHILMHE, 3a cMepTh Takemu-cama Het! ToT, KTO HE TOTOB UATH [0 KOHIIA,
IyCTb YXOAHUT!

Toli sxe HOUBIO OHA BIIEpBbIe OTPYOMIIa ceOe PyKy U Havyajia CKapMJIUBATh UM CeOsl.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Bosnbao! D10 0Kazanock Tak 0016H0 ! MaJITI031HA TOTOBWIACH K 3TOH OOJIN, HO HE OXUOAIA, 9YTO
oHa OyzneT cTonb ciibHOM. OTpyOseHHas! pyKa KpOBOTOUMIIA HEKOTOPOE BPeMsl, 3aTeM, TIOUTH Cpasy
13 00pyOKa HAUMHAJIM MPOPACTATh, MBIIIIIBI, KOCTH, BEHBI, OHM OIUICTAIUCh HEPBHBIMM OKOHYAHU-
SIMU, TIOXO’KMMU, Ha TOHKMX W3BUBAIOIIMXCS YepBeil. OHa He Jymaia, 4To MPOLIECC OTPACTAaHUS PyKU
OyleT HaCTOJIBKO Oosie3HeHHBIM. PyKa, Kak Obl BRITATMBAJIACH U3 €€ TeNa, pacTAruBasi M Hanpsirast Bce
MBIIILBl M HEPBBI, OHA KOPYMJIACh HA 3EMJISIHOM IOy HACKOPO MOCTaBJIEHHOW MOXOAHOW MaJlaTKH,
CHOepK¥Basi pByIIMeECs U3 rpyau cToHbl. [lecok ckpuren Ha e€ 3ydax, Ha CeKyH[y Mepe e€ ria3amu
BO3HUK 3JIMTHIN KPOBBIO METAITUYECKUI CTOJT B IOy TEMHOM, CTPAIIIHON KOMHATE, OHA 3a/I0XHYJIACh
OT ykaca 1 0osu ¥ noTtepsiia co3Hanue. Korna oHa npunuia B ce0s, e€ roiopa jiexana Ha KOJeHsIX
MYKUUHBI, KOTOPBII CKUMaJ B CBOEW PyKe €€ YLEJIEBIIYIO PYKY.

— Karo, — nmpomenrana Maj.

— UYro ThI 371€Ch J€T1aelb? — TyObl IJI0X0 €€ CITyIIaINuCh, CII0BA MIOYTH HEBO3MOKHO OBLIIO pa3o-
Opartb.

— 3auem Bl nenaere 310? — CIPOCHII OH TIIYXMM TOJIOCOM, €ro JIMIO ObLIO YepHO, I71a3a BBa-
muchk. OHa MOCMOTpesia Ha HEeTo C yAuBJIeHHeM. BriepBrie Ha ero 00bIYHO HETTPOHUIIAEMOM JIUIIE,
OHa yBHJIeJa CTPaJaHue, Jake MYKY.

— Ts BonHyembes 3a MeHs? [mynen! Tak 51 cTAaHOBIIOCH TOJIBKO CUJIbHEE! — OHA cella, MO/1aBUB
CTOH.

— Co mHoit Bcé Oynet B mopsiake! Bo3pmu e€! — oHa ykaszasia Ha CBOIO OTPYOJIGHHYIO PYKY,
JIeXKABIIYIO PSIIOM, TIOYEMY-TO OHa HEe MOIJIA 3aCTaBUTh CeOs1 PUKOCHYThCS K HEM.

— Ilyctb onu egst! 3aBTpa s 1am um eme! Mau!

Karo nognsisicst, U0 ero crago MEpTBEHHO OJIeJHBIM, B3sIB €€ OTPYOIEHHYIO PYKY, OH BBIIIIEIT.
Mbamio3rHa Opocuiia B3MJIs Ha CBOIO OTPACTAIOIIYIO TIOUTH Ha IJ1a3ax KoHeuHocTh. Ha mecte oTpy0-
JIEHHOM PyKH yxke OblIa MOKPBITasi KPOBEHOCHBIMH COCYIaMU M MBIIIIIAMHU TUT0Th. OHa ToIeBesmia
NaJIbLAMU, JBUKEHUS TYT K€ OTO3BAJIMCH CTONb CHJIBHOM BCIIBIIIIKOM OOJH, YTO OHA €Ba CHOBA HE
noTepsiyia CoO3HaHUE. «3aBTpa s I0JDKHA CHeNIaTh 9TO CHOBa!» — MojlyMasia OHa.

K osk ok osk ok osk ok sk ok osk

[Non yTpo 601b OTCTyNMIIA, OHA BHIIUIA HA BO3YX, BIOXHYJA TOJHON rpynbio. [IprBsizaHHbIe
PAIOM JIoIIaau, (PHIPKAJIH, TPSICIM rOJIOBaMHU, 10 yxa M3 1o1eTes1 HerpOMKUI pa3roBOp MYKYHMHBI
1 keHIMHBL. CriepBa el 10Ka3aJloch, YTO OHM COBCEM PsI0M, HO MOTOM OHa MOHSJIA, YTO MPOCTO
e€ CllyX Ternepb CTasl ropasjio OCTpee, U ABOE TOBOPUBIIMX HAXOISATCS OT HEE HE MEHee YeM B CTa
MeTpax, I7e-TO y OMYILKH Jieca.

26



N. Pé. «Apnckme roHune»

— IIpoctu, Kpucrtuna, — ycisimana oHa rojgoc Karo. Ona BcriomHuina Kpuctuny, BBICOKYIO,
CUJIbHYIO JIEBYIIIKY, OJJHY U3 HEMHOTHX JIEBYIIIEK B oTpsife Takeim, KpacaBuiry, OKOJIO KOTOPOM 6e3-
YCTIEIITHO YBUBAJIACh JOOPasi MOJIOBUHA BCEX MOJIOJBIX MYKUMH.

— Huuero, Karo, s monumaro. Bc€ sxe MHe Jierde ot TOro, 4to s oroBopuiia ¢ Toooi. [mymno
OBbLJIO Ha YTO-TO HajzlesAThes! S ocTaBasack 37ech TOJBKO paau TeOs! — oTBeyasa oHa.

— Kpucruna, 310 HenpaBuiibHO! ITpoctu mens!

— Karo b1 Takowi xopormii! I HemHoro 3aBuayio eii! Ecivu oHa He oneHuT Teds, 310 Oyaer
OOJIBIIION TITYTIOCTHIO C €€ CTOPOHBI !

OHn monyai.

— 41 yxoxy! BepHych k ponutensm! Tosnbko He nogymaid, yto 310 U3 peBHoctu! Ilpocro, To,
YTO OHa JieJaeT Toxe HenpaBwibHO! Tak 51 qymato! Ipomrai Kato!

— Kpucrtuna! — nporenrain oH.

— 4l ne Kpuctuna! B Moém nmenu HeT «TuHbl» | Mens 30ByT Kypuca, Kpuctuna —3to JIxxyHuumn
MpUIyMall.

Mbuno3rHa OTYETIMBO CIIbIIAIA, KaK JEBYIIKA MOIUIA ITPOYb.

— IIpoctn, Kypuca! — npomenran Kato eii Benen.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk osk ok osk

JleHb OHUM TIPOBEJH B CelJie, MO Beuep OHM Pa3OmIIN Jlarepb ¥ BOT HACTYIWJI MOMEHT, KOTJa
el PeaCTOsIO OMAThH CleNaTh 3T0. Ma3JUTio31Ha BCTala Ha KOJIGHH U OOHaXWJIa MeY, CeKyH/ly OHa
MPOME/IJINIIA, HE B CUJIaX PEIIUTHCS U BAPYT OTYETIMBO TOHSIIA, YTO HE MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh ceds clie-
JIaTh 3TO CHOBA.

— Muum, no3oBu ko MHe Karto! — He o0opaunBasich, mprKa3ajia OHa OJHOMY U3 BOMHOB, JIEKY-
PMBILKX Y €€ MaJaTKu.

Korma Karo Bomién, oH yBuaen Mamo3uHy CTOSIBINYIO Ha KOJIEHSX, JieBasl pyka e€ Oblia oOHa-
KE€Ha U MepeTsiHyTa KTyToM y caMoro 1uieda. OH HEBOJIBHO MOAYMaJl, YTO y HEE€ OueHb KpacHBbIe
PYKHU ¥ BEPOSITHO OCTaJIHOE €€ TEJIO CTOJb K€ KPACUBO.

— ITogoriou croma!

OH mnoz1omI€n 1 BCTas nepeq Heid, OieTHbIA 1 OCyHYBIIMIACS. M3 3ameTia, 4To JIeBbIi pyKaB
€ro KypTKHU MPOINHUTAJICS KPOBBIO.

— Yro ¢ TBOEH pyKOW?

OHn monyai.

— INokaxu MHe!

Karo mociyiHo 3akaran pykaB, Ha IPEAIUIeYbe ero JeBOW PyKH, ObUIO MSATh WM IIECTh TITy-
OOKUX MOPE30B PACCEKABIIMX MBIIIIIBI, KPOBOTOUMBIIHX U JIOBOJIBHO CTPAIIIHBIX.

— Kro 3t0 cnenan?

— 4 cam, — oTBeyaJ1 OH, HE IO Ha HEE.

— Jypak! — oHa MOYYyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK BOJIHA JIABHO 3a0BITOM HEKHOCTU TOAHSIIACH B HEH, U
CTpax OCTaBUJI €€.

— Tot mobunis Mens1, Kato? — cipocuiia oHa, MPUCTATBHO TS Ha HETO.

OH MomyaJ1, OTBOAS B3IVIAL,.

— Jla v Het?

— Jla, — mpouenTa OH.

— Torna nokaxu MHe 310! — OHa NOAIHSJIA JIEBYIO PYKY M OTBEJIa €€ B CTOPOHY.

— Otpy6u e€! — mpukazana Maj1, He TEpIAIIM BO3paXeHUE TOHOM.

Kato ormiatHyscst oT He€ u nobseanHen enié cuibHee. ['yObl ero 1meBebHYJIMCh, Kak OyaTo OH
XOT€JI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO OH TOJIBKO CMOTpEs Ha He€ U Mosvall. JInmo Mamo3nHbel UCKa3UiIoCh OT
OereHcTBa.

— TakoBa TBOst OOOBL?! Yxomu! — ApocTHO MporoBopwia M3, UCHenelNsisi ero B3IJISIOM,
CBOMX YEPHBIX, KAK HOYb IJ1a3.
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[To nmuny Karo momumm KpacHele MsATHA, MIATasiCh Kak IbsHBIA, OH MOBEPHYJICS U MOMIEN K
BBIXO/Iy U B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YCJIBIIIAJ, KaK OHa 3arjlakaja, OeCroOMOIIHO U KaJIKO, Mo-AeTcKu. OH
oOepHysics. CTost Ha KOJIEHsIX, Ma/Tio31Ha TJ1aKasa, 3aKphIB JIUIO PYKaMH, TUIeUr e€ B3AparuBajii.
Omna OblIa Takad Xajkas M HecuacTHad cerdac. «D1o BeE u3-3a MeHs! 13-3a Toro, yTo 4 ciradak!» —
noxymait Karo. BepHyBIIIHCh, OH BCTa HaJl Helt 1 0OHaXKUJT Med. Memo3rHa MOHsUIa Ha HErO MOKpoe
OT CJIE3 JIUILIO.

— Karo! Cnacu6o! — npomenraa oHa.

M>simo3uHa BbITEpIIA CIE3BL.

— Xopomo! CHUMU KIyT, €C/IU 51 IOTEPSII0 CO3HaHKE! — cka3alla OHa ycrokarBasick. HeBonbHO
OHa 3aKpbUIa IJ1a3a, YTOObI He BUJIETh, KaK IPOXKAT €r0 PyKH.

— Henaii!

Cranb co cBHCTOM paccekia Bo3ayx. Korma k Mamo3nHe BepHY/IOCh CO3HaHUE, OHAa OOHapy-
kriia ce0s B 00paTnAxX Karto, Ha e€ mIEKU Karajiy ero CJE3bl.

— Tr1 mnavems? ypak! — mporenTtana oHa HENOCTYIIHBIMU, TIOTPECKABIIUMUCS TyOaMHu.

— He yxomu! MHe Tak 60s1bHO! — OHa 3aKpblia I1a3a 1 3amondaia. Kato Bc€ Takxke cxumarn e
B CBOMX OOBATHUSAX, CTPAIIACh IEPEMEHHUThH 03y, YTOOBI HE TPUIUHUTH e OOJIb.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk osk ok osk

B nonyTéMHOI KOHIOIIHE, THIIMHY HAPYIIAJo JHUIIb TPEBOKHOE pKaHUE, COMBIIMXCS B YTON
CBOMX JICHHUKOB, JIOIIA/IEH, U MOCKPHITBIBAHUE TPyOOl BEPEBKM, MPUKPEIIEHHON K MOTOJIOYHOU
OaJiKe Ha KOTOPOM, TIOKAUMBASICh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, BUCEJIO HEIOMEPHO JJIMHHOE, 3aKyTAHHOE B
MOJTYNPO3PAaYHyI0 TKaHb TEJO Mpeackas3aresibHuLbl. [Hupokre BopoTa pacnaxHyIuch CO CKPEXKETOM,
Y B KOHIOIIIHIO BOIILIa OepeMeHHas1 TyOepHaTop ropoga ApKaH B COMPOBOXKICHUU CBOETO MyXa M
HECKOJIbKUX MPUOIMKEHHBIX.

— KT0 Haimen e€? — oTpeIBUCTO CIIPOCKIIA OHA, OCTAHABJIMBASICh Y TeJla MOBEIIEHHOM.

— Koniox, rocroxa I'yOepHaTop! — mouTHTEILHO OTBEYAT OMUH U3 MPUOINKEHHBIX.

— Yeépr! Yeépr! Yépt! Kartcy, ato TBost BuHa! Pa3Be He Tebe s mopyyvana CAeauTh 3a Heu! —
SIpOCTHO TiporoBopuiia Karpuna, OpbI3ras CIIOHOM.

— Omna Buepa cMorJIa yCKOJIb3HYTh OT MOMX Jiofieil. OHa BCE-TaKu KOJIIyHbs ¥ HeJIb3s1 TpeOOoBaTh
OT OOBIYHBIX BOMHOB CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'OTO, — CHIOKOWHO oTBeva Katcy, naxe He moseist OpOBbIO.

— B m0060oM ciydae, 4To CIIyddsioch, TO CIIyYMJIOCh, — JOOABWII OH, 3arpadacTaB pyKy CBOei
’KE€HBbI B CBOI0 OI'POMHYIO JIAITUITY.

— Uro xe Ham genarh? Korma Puma y3Haer 00 3ToM, oHa Oynmer B sApocT! — MOYTH MIHO-
BEHHO YCIOKauBasiCh, Mporopopwia KarpuHa, He MbITasich BHIPBATHCS, OTPOMHBIA KUBOT €€ CyHO-
POXXHO B3/IBIMAJICS].

— Ioporasi, B TBOEM COCTOSIHUM TeOe Hellb3sl HepBHUYATh! — MATKO cKazan Karcy.

— Bui cBoOOIHBI! I HU cllOBa HUKOMY, O TOM, YTO Bbl BUIENH 3/1eCh! — KECTKO MpUKa3al OH
TPEM YMHOBHUKAM.

— Ia, rociogux Katcy! — HOKOpHO OTBeYany OHH, TIOYTH XOPOM M TIOCTIEIITHO YAAJIHIIHCh.

— M&bI cMOXeM 3aMeHHTh e€ Ha Apyryio, u KoposieBa HIuUero He y3HaeT 00 3ToM! — OCTOPOKHO
npennoxui Karey.

— Tol cMe€ibest Hafgo MHOM? — Bo3myTuiIach Karpuna.

— Hoporas, e€ npejcka3aHrss HOCWIU B MOCJIETHEE BPEMsI HACTOJIBKO Pa3MBITBHII XapaKkTep, 4To
COBEPIIIEHHO He MOHSITHO Kak Puiia Moria ux ucnonp3oBath! YecTHO roBOpsi, 1aBaTh TAKME MPOTHO3BI
s MOTY U caM, HO MBI JIyullle MPUBJIEYEM K ITOMY HACTOSILEro MpejcKasatess. MHe ToJIbKo Buepa
JOKJIaJIbIBANIY, YTO B AEPEBHE, HEJAJIEKO OT ApKaHa, MOsIBUJIaCh COBCEM I0HasI Mpe/ICKa3aTesbHUIIA,
KOTOpasi, BpoJie KaK MPOPUIIAET JOBOJILHO YBEPEHHO U €€ MpecKa3aHusl, HECKOJIbKO pa3 yxke cObIBa-
uck! § 3aBTpa ke pacnopsiKyCh JOCTABUTD €€ B CTOMUILY!

— Her, nyuiie cnenaii 3To cam! — He M5 Ha Hero, mpousHecia Katpuna, ¢ ycuivem BbIpBaB
CBOIO PYKY U3 €r0 PyKH, OHA BBIIIIIa M3 KOHIOIITHKU Ha BO3/IYX.
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Hexkotopoe Bpemsi, Katcy cTosit okoso Tena npeackasaTebHUIbl, €€ TPYIl Clerka pacKkavu-
BaJICSl HA MPOOUPABIIIEMCS CKBO3b IIIEJIU B JIOCKaX BETPY, Kak OyATO YTO-TO XOTeN CKazaTb eMy. B
MoOMeleHHe 3alllTA ABOe MYXKUHMH C OPYKHEM, JOBOJILHO OTTATKMBAIOIIETO BHU/IA.

— CHuMUTE 3Ty Mep30CTb M 3apOKTe TaK, YTOOBl HUKTO He Bujes! — npukaszan Katcy.

— TI'oToBbTe JIOIIA/IEH, 3aBTpa Mbl KOe-KyJa che3auM! — 100aBUIT OH U BBIIIEN.

— Byzner ucnonHeHo, X0311UH! — OTBeYas1 OIUH U3 BOIIEIIINX.

Jlomaay rmponomkan GECIIOKOMHO pXkKaTh M KaThCsl K CTEHKaM CBOMX JICHHHUKOB.

— B KaMeHb/HOXHMUIIBL, HA TO, KTO MOJIe3eT €€ CHUMATh? — MPEAJIOKIIT OIUH U3 BOUHOB.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

Ha 6onpiiom 1y60oBOM CTOJIE, 3aCTEJICHHOM IUIOTHOM TpyOOi TKAHBIO JIeXkKalo HEUTO HAIIOMMU-
Haroiee coO0il CTBOJI HEOOJBINON MYIIKU, HO C MPUKJIAIIOM U 3aTBOPOM KaK Y OOBIYHOW BUHTOBKH,
TOJILKO OYeHb OOJIBIIIOro pa3mepa. Vimesncs Takxke U CHAUIEepCKUiA TTPUIIEST, TOXKE O POMHBIN.

— E€ Tonpko uto nocraBuim, Barre BenndecTBo, — KiiaHsisick, mponsHEc Micraa, oOpaTuBIIMCH K
CTpeMUTENBbHO Bote/ien B nomenienue Purie. Iopoiins k crony, CeBepHast Koponesa ocraHoBUIach
OKOJIO Yy/10-BUHTOBKH.

— OHa IeficTBUTEITLHO BrieYaTisieT! — iuiio PHIlbl, B TOXe BpeMst OCTaBaJIOCh A0COTIOTHO HEMPO-
HUIIAEMbIM.

— D70 NMaTpoHsI OT He€? — CIPOCKIIA OHA, YKa3bIBasi HA JIeXkKaBIIIME PSIAOM C BUHTOBKOM OOJIb-
IIOTO TUaMeTpa MaTpPOHbI, HATTOMUHABIIME HEOOJBIITNE CHAPS/IBI.

— Ha, most Koposnesa!

— Ux Tonmpko math? CKONMBKO OHA BeCUT? — He JOXKHUAAsICh OTBETa, 0OpaTuiach OHa K CBOEMY
CIIyTe.

— Okoro 35 kunorpammoB, Baie Benmuectso, — orBeuan Ucuna.

— DTOT CTpeJIOoK 3/1eCh?

Hcupa obepHyricsi B camMblid yrojl KOMHATBI M TTOBEJIUTEIBHO CKa3al:

— D1 TBI, HOTOWIU ciona!

W3 TeMHOTHI BBICTYIWJI MaJEeHBKOTO POCTa, KPEMKO COUTHIM MYyKYMHA W TIOKJIOHWICS, HO
HECKOJIbKO HeOpeKHO M He ciuirkoM Hu3ko. [o muiyy Mceuapl mpodesxaia TeHb HEJOBOJIbCTBA, HO
KoporneBa, ka3ayioch, He 00paTHiIa Ha TO HUKaKOro BHUMaHus1. VICTIBITyIOIE CMOTpesia OHa Ha CHal-
riepa, CBOMMH BHUMATEJIbHBIMU KaPUMH IJIa3aMH, CJIOBHO CTPEMMIIACH yXKe ceivyac yBUIETh ero Oyy-
niee.

— ThI cTpensin U3 Takoro Opykusi? — CIPOCHIIa OHA.

— Ha, Bamie BenmuectBo, — CHOKOMHO OTBEYaJl MYKUYHMHA, TOJIOC Y HEr0 ObUT XPUIUIOBATHIN U
KaKOM-TO HAJITPECHYTHIM.

— C KaKoro paccTosiHus Thl CIIOCOOEH MOPA3UTh 11eJTb?

— Bornee aByx kunomeTrpos, Mosi Koposesal!

— Trl cMoOXerb yOUTH [Is1 MEHSI CAMOT'O CTPAITHOTO MOHCTPA, U3 BCEX KOTrO KOIa-Jmdo pox-
Jajia ata 3emiis?

— a, most Koponea! Bynp oH XOTb 1€CAATh pa3 MOHCTP, EPEKUTH NONAJaHKE ITyJIU BBITYILEH-
HOW 13 9TOW BUHTOBKH, €My He yaacrcs!

37100Has1, cCBUpenast rpiuMaca Ha JJOJII0 CeKYH[IbI MCKa3wmia Juio Pulisl, rias3a 3abnecrenu, oHa
00JIM3HYJA TYOBl U TIPOM3HECIA BEIMIECTBEHHO:

— Ecnu 1B caenaeinb 310, Thl CMOKEIIb TIOMPOCUTh Y MEHs BCE UTO YTOIHO!

— 51 yxe 3Hat0, uTo Oyay mpocuth y Bac! — criokoitHO oTBeuas CHairep.

JIno Mcupl MOKpPBLIOCh KPACHBIMU MIATHAMU, HO KoposieBa y:xe MOKMHYJ/Ia MOMENIEHUE.

— Ecmu Te1 onBei€Ib Hac, 51 pa3opBy TeOst Ha KycKH! — MPOIIUTIENT OH, C HEHABUCTBIO TSI
Ha CTpeJiKa.

ToT nuiIb ycMeXHyJCs B OTBET, He OTBOIsA B3IsAA. Kpacka Ha yuie Mcuapl cMeHmiach MepT-
BEHHOW OJIeIHOCTBIO, OH CKPUITHYJ 3yOaMHU ¥ BBIIIET U3 KOMHATHI, IIPOBOKAEMbI HACMEIIUTUBBIM
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B3MIs1I0M cHainepa. [ToBepHyBIIUCh K CTOJTy, CTPEIOK HEXHO IMOJOXKWI PYKY Ha TEJIO BUHTOBKH,
CJIOBHO OHa ObLJIa KUBBIM CYILIECTBOM.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

B o6mmpHbIx nokosix Patymm ropoga Apkas, Ha BRICOKOM cTyie cuzena Karpuna, 4yTb cKo-
COOOYMBIIHCH, YK€ TOBOJBHO OOJIBIION KUBOT AOCTABJISUI i SIBHBIN TUCKOMDOPT, OHa MOPIIIIIACH
Y BCE HE MOIJIa HAalTH KoMQopTHOE it ceOsl nonoxeHune. 3a e€ cruHon crosin Katcy, mmpokuid,
KBaJPATHBIN ¥ BHICOKUI OJJHOBPEMEHHO, OH TMOKa3aJicsi Ma/io31uHe B MEPBbIi MOMEHT HEOOBIYAIHO
OrpPOMHBIM, TIOXOKUM Ha MopTa. CKopee Bcero, oHa MpocTo JaBHO He Buzena ero. Oner Katcy Obut
HEoOBIUAITHO XOPOIIIO U U3BICKAHO, BO BCEl €ro MaHepe MPOTJIsSIbIBAII TeTeph HEKHMIA ApUCTOKPATH3M.

— Takermm oru6? 1o HeBO3MOKHO! — podopmoTana Karpuna.

— Te6s npucnana Koposnesa, 4ro0b cOOOIUT MHE 3TO?

— Her, Tét4, 51 31€CH O COOCTBEHHOM BOJIE, — CIOKOMHO OTBevasia Mamo3nHa, He CMyIasich Mo
MIPUCTATBHBIM B3IJISIIOM TpaBUTENbHUIIBI ApkaHa. CMyTHast TpeBora rpodeskasa 1o juiy Karpussl,
TOYHO MUMOJIETHAS TEHb.

— Y0 THI AENaeb 31ech, Mano3uHa-can? — Cpocuia OHa HEPBHO.

— 41 XoTena moroBopuTh C TOOOH, TETS.

— O uém?

— 41 6onpie He cmyxy Koponere! Hatmm rmyTu pasomnvcs! — yBepeHHO MpOU3HECIa ICBYIIKA.
[TpoTuB €€ oxugaHus, MO TETKU OCTAJIOCh CITIOKOMHBIM.

— Yro xk, TH yKe B3pOciasi U BOJIbHA MOCTYNaTh, Kak Tebe B3mymaercsi! Ho 4to Tl Xouelb
OT MeHs1?

M>5 npucTanbHO CMOTpEJIa Ha He€, MbITasiCh yrajgarb MbIC/IM KaTpuHbl, HaKOHell, JEBYILIKA CKa-
3aja.

— 4 u Mom mony XoTenu Obl 3a/epKaThcst B ApKaHe Ha TP AHS, U s TIPOLIY pa3pelieHre Ha
3TO Y MOTYILLIECTBEHHO MTPABUTEIbHULBI ApKaHa.

Karpuna nomopumiiace.

— Xopoio, Majni-caH, HO yepe3 TpH AHs Bbl IOKMHETe ApkaH! S He XOuy BIyThIBAaThCS B Ballly
¢ Puneii nena!

— Cnacu6o, 1€1s1! — Mamo3uHa HU3KO TOKJIOHWIACh. YKe y caMoi BEpy OHa 0OepHYyJach U
cKazasa:

— Karpuna-cama, Mbl xoTenu Obl 3a0paTh KaMeHb 3aKOHOB T'wibauu UY€pHoro apakona! Tei
OTZaIllb ero Ham?

— 3abupaiite, — paBHOIYIITHO OTBEYasa IPaBUTEIbHUIIA ApPKaHa.

— I'wibuK JaBHO yike HET, Tenepb 3TO MpocTo Mycop!

M>simo3rHa NOKJIOHUJIACH U BBIIILIA.

— Takerm noru®6, — 3agymMmurBo nmpodopmotana Karpuna, ensa 1sepp 3aKpbliach 3a Mait.

— MpI puckyeMm, aaBas €il PUIOT, — CIIOKOMHO MTPOrOBOPUJI, XPAHUBIIMK IO TOIO MOJTYaHHE
Katcey.

— MbI HUYEro He MOXEM C STUM cleiaTh! — pa3apak€HHO oTBevasia Karpuna.

— ¥V Hac SIBHO HEeJJOCTaTOYHO COJIJAT, YTOOBI CPakaThCs C Hel!

— 4l Buzen, IByX BOMHOB U3 €€ OTPsi/ia, Y HUX Ha JIMLIAX s 3aMETUJT Yelllylo, BEpOsiTHO Maso3uHa
3apaxaer WX, IpeBpalas B HeKoe mojooue cBoero otua. Hem3BecTHO, CKOJIbKO OHU CMOTYT MPOTSI-
HYTb C €€ BUPYCOM B CBOEI KpPOBH, HO OHA YK€ B CKOPOM BpeMeHH OyIeT pacrnoaraTb HeCKOIbKUMHU
JecATKaMy OOMIIOB, PABHBIX 10 CUJIE T1eJI0N apMHUH.

— OHa X04eT YHUYTOXKHUTh PHIly, 3TO BUIHO TaK SICHO, CJIOBHO OHA caMa CKasajia MHEe 00 3ToM!
W HensBecTHO, Ha Ubell CTOpOHEe OKaxeTcs nepeBec! ['ocnonu, HACKOIBKO ke 51 cTala OeCrOMOIITHOM
1 KaJIKOH cenvac! — pazapaxeéHHo nporopopuiia Karpuna, nojokuB pyKy Ha CBOU OKPYIJIMBLIMICS
KUBOT.

30



N. Pé. «Apnckme roHune»

— Bcé Oyner xoporio! Thl BCE npaBuiibHO crienana! — HexxHo ckazan KaTcy, Kiais eii Ha Tuiedn
CBOM OOJIBIIINE PYKH.

— Hamm pe6€HOK, 310 camoe BaxkHOe 7151 Hac! 4 cyienaro Bc€ BOZMOXKHOE M HEBO3MOXKHOE, UTOOBI
3alUTUTH Bac!

— 51 mo6mo Teds1! — Tuxo orBevyana Karpuna, cxumast ero pyku.

— MbI He nomkHbBI BMelmmBarbes ceivyac! [ycTb 9TM 1Be rveHbl HAYHYT IPBI3Th APYT Ipyra, a
MBI TOTTBITAEMCS U3BJICUb BBITOAY W3 CO3/IaBIIeics cutyarmu! — Ha uio Katcy 3axopnsiee comHie
0TOpachIBAJIO KPOBABO-KPACHBIE OTOJIECKH.

— Kak ckaxerp, JTIOOUMBIH, — IpaBUTEIbHUIIA APKaHa J0BEPUMBO MPHIKAJIACh MIEKOW K €ro
OOJIBILION pyKe, JIeXkaBIlel Ha e€ OKPYIJIUBIIEMCS TUieYe.
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9nu3oa 4. Pokcana

B Teuyenue stux TpEX OHEN, 4TO OTPsAA Mao3uHBI MPOBEN B ApKaHe, JEBYIIKa HE Tepsiia
BPEMEHU 3psl.

ITocne nepBoro pasa, K yIpy, €€ pyKka oTpocja U yxke 4epe3 CyTKM ¢ TeMH, KTO el e€ MCO,
HayaJll POUCXOIUTh BHEITHUE W3MEHEHM s, Yellys Hayaja MOKpPbIBaTh UX KOXY paclpoCTpaHssACh
OT MIO3BOHOYHMKA 10 BCEMY TeJly, M YKe CKOpO, BUJIHA Oblla Ha Iee U cKyJax. Heckoibko BOMHOB
MIOKMHYJIM €€, HO OCTaJIbHBIE NOC/IE/I0BAIM IPUMEpPY NEPBbIX, M OHa KpoMcasia ceOs, BCIO JOPOTy /10
ApKaHa, 1 CKapMJIMBajia CBOE MsCO TPEM — YEThIPEM 3a OAMH pa3. B To ke BpeMs OHa OTYETIMBO
MOHMMaJIa, 4To ecim Obl He KaTo, mpocTo He Beiaepkaiia Obl 3TOTO U CKOpee BCero, Coruia Obl ¢ yma.
Kak 1o HezameTHO 11 HE€ caMol, OHa HayaJsa OIIYINATh CBOI0 3aBUCMMOCTb OT 3TOT0 MY)KUMHBI,
Y XOTA €€ TeJIO CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE CHJIbHEE, IyX e€ criadesl IeHb OTO JIHS, OHa 3JIMJIach, XOTena Mpo-
THaTh €ro, HO, KaXeTcs, y)Ke He MOIJIa 3TOro c/esaTh. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, OHa pelluia OCTaBUTh BCE
Kak €CTb, C TeM, YTOObI MOMPOOOBATh Pa300paThCsl B CBOMX YYBCTBAX MO3KE, KOTIa MPUAET BpeMsl.
OtpyOseHHbIE YacTH e€ Tesla OTPACTaId BHOBb, HE OCTABJISS MPAKTUYECKN HUKAKMX CJIEIOB Ha e
TeJIe ¥ €CJIM He CUMTaTh CUJIbHOW OOJIH, C KOTOPOW OHa MOCTENEHHO HAay4MJach CIPaBJIATbCSA, €€ ITO
He Oecriokonno. Korna Beck oTpsii mprObLT B TOPOJ, 9TO OBUIM YK€ HE Te BOMHBI, KOTOPBIE BhIEXaIN
u3 fImaro Hezemo Hazaz. Teneps Maimo3uHy COMPOBOKIATH AOCOMIOTHO MPEAaHHbIe i Oy KMBOT-
HbIE, BHEIITHE OHH BBITVISICIH €IE KaK OOBIYHBIE BAMITAIBI, HO TPAaHC(HOPMAIIMSI MX TPOIOKANIACH U C
KaK/IbIM JHEM OHM CTAaHOBMJIMCH BCE CHIIBHEE U B TO e BpeMsI BCE OOJIbIIe yTpauMBaIi BCE UyBCTBA
KPOME KeJIaHU S CITY’KUTb CBOEH rOCTIOXke U jKeJlaHUs yOuBaTh paau He€. B ApkaH K HUM IPOAOIIKaIIM
npuOBIBaTh BOMHBI 3 pac)OpMHUPOBAHHOTO YKe K TOMYy MOMEHTY oTpsiia Takemu, 1 OOIBIIMHCTBO
U3 HUX COMIAIIAJIOCh Ha MPUHATHE Tea Mamo3uHbl. B TeueHne 3Tux TpEX AHEH AeBYIIKA MOYTH BCE
BpeMs craja. HeBeposATHO cuiibHast 60JIb CMEHSJIACh CIIAIKOM MCTOMOM, KOTOpasi OXBaThiBajia BCE
e€ TeJlo, Korga OTpyOJIeHHbIe YacTH Tejla OTPAcTalli, OHA BCer/a JIoOuia CBOMX TOBApHIIEH, U OHU
MoOUM €, HO TeTlepb OHa CTala OLIYIIATh X YacThio ceOst camoil. Ha Tpertwii iens, korna Man yxe
MIOYTH NoTepsiia Hajiexay, Jliocu Bcé-Taku npuexana. Korna MamosuHa yBusiena e€, oHa He CMOIJIa
caepxkarh cie3. Tenepb noutu Bech oTps Take Obl1 ¢ HEl U e€ OOJbllie HUYEro He CAEPXKUBAIIO.
OkpyXE€HHasi CBOMMH BEpHBIMH TICAMHU OTOBLJIA OHA JAJIbIIIe Ha CeBEep M JBUHYJIACH 110 HAIIPABJICHHIO
Kk Benmkomy ropony.

K ock ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

['MranTckasi BUHTOBKA, MOXOXas Ha HEOONBIIYIO MYIIKY, CIPSTAlach B KOPHSIX OrPOMHOIO
JepeBa, B MACKMPOBOYHOM XaJjlaTe 3alllMTHOTO L[BETa, CHAMIep Jiexkas TyT ke, IV BHU3, Ha pac-
KHMHYBIIYIOCS Y €r0 HOT JOJIMHY B MOTPEMAHHBIA apMeicKuil OMHOKJIb. [IpsMo mox HUM mpoxoauia
M3BWIIMCTAs y3Kas JIOpora, MemisBIIasi TOYHO 3aMeTalolas cjie/ibl 3Mesl, CBETJIO KOPUYHEBOE TEJIO
KOTOPOH, TO CKPBIBAJIOCh, TO BHOBb MOSIBJISIIOCh MEK HEBBICOKMX XOJIMOB. JlajibIiie 3a JOporoy B 3TOT
YTPEHHHIA Yac JIACKOBO cepeOpuiiach roydas Iiagp He IUpPoKor peku. CHainep Jiexkan 31ech yke
J0JITO, PACCBET €ILE 1aKe U He AyMaJl IIPEAbsABIATh CBOM ITPaBa, KOIJla OH MPUIIENT Ha 9TO 0011000BaH-
HOE HECKOJIbKO THE! Ha3a/l MECTO U YCTAaHOBUWJI TYT CBOIO OTPOMHYIO BUHTOBKY. U Tenepk ero 3aték-
IIMe HOTH TSIHYILEH, BSUIOH OOJIBI0 HAYaJIi HATOMHUHATH eMy O ceOe, OH MOEp3aJt, M3MEeHsIs OJIOKEHHe
TeNa, Ha CeKYH/y MBICIIH €ro yleTeqH Kyaa-To aaneko. Emy npencraBuinack ooHaxeéHHas CeBepHast
KoporneBa ¢ myHIIOBBIMU IIEKaMU U MOAEPHYTHIMU CTPACTBIO IT1a3aMH, TOKOPHO OTAAIOIIASCSA EMY, U
CaMOJIOBOJIbHAS YJIBIOKA CKPUBUJIA €T0 Y3KME CyXHe T'yObl. B 3TOT MOMEHT M3 TEeMHEBILEro Jajeko
BHM3Y Jieca Ha JIOpOry BbuleTesla HeOoJIblas TpyIiia BCaJHUKOB, BO IJIaBe KOTOPOW BO BECh OIOP
Hec/ach MaJIeHbKOTO pOCTa, XpyIKasi TEeMHOBOJIOCAs JeBylika. Ha HEKOTOpOM yasleHuu oT He€ cKa-
KaJIM YeThlpe WM MATh TeJoXpaHuTeael. JIuia ux nparajuck Noj KaomoOHaMU TEMHBIX IJIaIlei.
W30 Bcex cuit crapasich He TOPOIUTHCS, CTPEJIOK OTIIOKHI B CTOPOHY OMHOKJIb U, COPOCHB MacKHpO-
BOYHYIO CETKY CO CBOE! BUHTOBKH, PACUEXJINJI OTPOMHBIN IIPULIE, U IPUMAJ K HEMY, yIIEpeB B IIEUO
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KOPOTKHH, TIO CPAaBHEHHIO CO BCEM TEJIOM BUHTOBKH, YEPHBIN MpHKJIaL. BOT B epekpecTbe mpuiiesna
ToraJsa ropi0 BCKUHYTAasl BBEPX T'0OJIOBA JIEBYIIIKH, HA TOHKOU, U3SAIIHOU 1iee. OH OIIyTHJI 3TOT TaKOU
3HAKOMBI MOMEHT, KOT/]a IPUSITHO 3aCOCAJIO TOJ1 JIOKEUKOH B IIPE/IBKYIIIEHUH HEMUHYEMOTO yCIiexa.
B takue MoMeHTBI OH omrymman cedst moutu borom.

— Tebe koHel1, TBapb! — MpoIIIENTANT OH, TUIABHO HAXKMMAs Ha CIyCK. 3BYK BBICTpeJia Ha CEKYHIY
OIVTYILIIJI €r0, U3 CTBOJIA BBIPBAJIACh IJIaMsI MTOYTH Ha MOJIMETPa, BCE TaKKe MPUHUKHYB K OKYJISPY,
CMOTpEJT OH Ha CBOIO KepPTBY. 32 MTHOBEHbBE JIO TOT0, KaK OH Ha)KaJl Ha CITYCK, JIEBYIIIKA BAPYT MOBEp-
HYJIach B €0 CTOPOHY M IPUCTAJIbHO MOCMOTpENa, Kak eMy IMoKa3aJloch MpsIMO Ha Hero. B rosose
CHaiiriepa eIme mpoMeNIbKHYJIa MBICTb, YTO TENephb 3TO yke He BaXHO. OTYETIMBO YBUIET OH B CBOEM
CO3HaHMH, KaK rojioBa e€ pasieTaeTcs Ha KyCKU, CMETEHHAsi HEYKPOTUMOM CHJIOW, TOJIbKO YTO BBIITY-
IIIEHHOW MM Ha CBOOOMY, ¥l OH TOYHO 3HAJI, UTO TaK BCE U OyJeT.

— DT0 HEBO3MOXHO! — TPOOOPMOTaIT OH Bejies 3a 9THM. OH He MOHSUI, KaK 3TO CIIyYUJIOCh, HO,
10 BCeH BUIMMOCTH, JEBYIIIKA CMOIJIA YBEPHYTHCS OT €ro MyJIM, OHA OCTAaHOBHJIA JIOIIA/Ib U TeTeph
MIPUCTATBHO IJIsIeNIa B CTOPOHY €ro yOeKHIIa 1 rojioBa e€ ObliIa, IMo-IpekHeMy, Ha e€ ryiedax Iesast
u HeBpenuMasi. [lo3agu HEE TOJCTHIN CTBOJI pasjieTesics Ha KYCKU PaCIIEIUIEHHBI CMEPTOHOCHOM
IyJield TUTAaHTCKOW BUHTOBKHU.

— 4 npomaxnyscsa?!

JleByIIka 4TO-TO 3aKpUYajia CBOUM BCaJHHMKaM, YKa3blBasi PyKOH B CTOPOHY €ro yOeKuIna.
To4HO B KOIIMapHOM CHE BHUJIEJ OH, KaK BOWHBI, Pa3JeMBIINCh HA JBE TPYIIIb, OrMOAIOT C ABYX
CTOPOH XOJIM, Ha KOTOPOM OH 0OOpYHOBaJI CBOIO OTHEBYIO TOUKy. [lorpoGoBath caenaTh eme oauH
BBICTpEJI, y HEro yxe He Obuto cuil. OH MOTPSC TOJTOBOH MBITasICh MPOTHATH TOT KOLIMAPHBIN COH,
HO TOT BCE HE 3aKaHUMBAICS. [{poXKalliMKU pyKaMy OH BBITAIIWII ITUCTOJIET U CHSLT €0 C MpeioXpa-
HUTEJS.

— 910 HeBO3MOXHO! I crumo! DTo MPOCTO COH!— CHOBa TPOOOPMOTAIT OH, 3aTeM 3aCyHYJI CTBOJI
B POT M IUIABHO Haskal Ha cryck. [locneqHee, 4To OH Cliblimall, ObLT XPYCT BETOK, JIOMABIIUXCS MO
AecsITKaMU HOT.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk oskokosk

B kabuneTe mapa J[)koHCOHA OO IOTYTEMHO, TYCKJIBI CBET HACTOJIBHBIH JIAMITBI HE MOT XOTb,
CKOJIBKO-HUOYIIb CHOCHO OCBETHTh JJa’ke 4acThb KOMHATH. BIOOaBOK JaMIIOuKa MOCTOSTHHO MUraa,
HarpspkeHue Be€ BpeMs npbiraio. OOcTaHOBKa ero KaOMHeTa He M3MeHWIach M Oblla BCE TaKOH ke
ACKETUYHOM, axe OemaHor. Map cuzeln, onupasich JOKTSAMH Ha CTOJ, 32 3TH JECATH JIET JIMIIO €ro
MpOpe3av JBe WM TPU JUIMHHBIE MOPIIMHBI, KECTKAsI CKJIAJIKA 3aJIerIa B YIJIy pTa, BCE JIMIO €ro
cTaJio 6oJiee MpauHbIM U CYpOBBIM, U CUZIEBINASI HATPOTUB HEero Maimo3rHa ¢ TPyJOM y3HaBasa ero.

— 4 3Ha10, YTO NONOKEHUE BelrKoro ropona oYeHsb yXyalIUiIoch 3a nocieaHee Bpems. Bel u
CaMU MIOHUMaeTe, TIOJIKOBHUK, UTO 3TO CJIE/ICTBUE TOTO, YTO BCE PECYPCHI TOPO/A TPATSITCS Ha TOMOIIIb
u nopaepxky CesepHoro Koponescrsa.

—DTO He COBCEM TaK, — MOMOPIIHUBIIKCH, OTBeYas [[)KOHCOH.

— [Ipomry Bac, nociymaiite MeHs 10 KoHu@, [IkOHCOH-cama! — CIIOKOMHO BO3pasuiia JeBYILKA.

— Bbl ¥ camu OTIIMYHO OCO3HAETe, 4To o npaBa. Ho g Ttakxke noHumaro, yro Bama xena Hao-
caH, He MO3BOJIUT Bam n3mMeHuTsh rocroxe Pure!

— Mos# xeHa...— pa3pa)xeéHHO HadaJl ITOJIKOBHUK.

— Bama xena — BepHas cinyxanka CeBepHoit Koponessl! Purnia npucraBunia eé k Bam, mis
TOTO 4TOOBI KOHTPOJIMPOBATh M HANpaBIATh Bac! B Teuenue necstu et Bbl sBseTeCh MOCTYIITHON
MapUOHETKON Moel Marepu!

[NMonkoBHUK, MOTYa, CMOTpPEN Ha HeE, JIUIO ero ObLJIO CIIOKONHO.

— Tl cubHO BBIpOCHA C HaIen nocaeaHel Berpeun. Terneps Thl coBceM keHHa. CTpaHHO,
HO ThI TaK Noxoxa Ha Carta! D10 NpocTo yAUBUTENIBHO!

— BblI He oTBeTHIIM Ha MOU Borpoc, J>KOHCOH-cama!

Mbp ycTano OTKMHYJICS HA CIIMHKY CTYJIA.
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— 41 BCE 3Ha10 MPO CBOIO kEHY. I 3HAJ ITO C CaMOro HavyaJia, — rojioc €ro He JAPOrHyJI.

— 41 3Ha10 BCE, HO HE MOT'Y HMUETO CJIeNIaTh C 3TUM. S o000 e€, CMBIC MOel KU3HU B Helt !

— TlonkoBHuK, 51 Mory u30aButh Bac ot tupanum Ceepnoro Koponesctsa! Ilomorute mue
TaK ke, Kak ToOMOIJIH Toraa Moemy otily! Bcé, uto TpeOyercst or Bac 310 00pa3ymMuTh CBOIO KeHy!
Ot6epurte e€ y Puiiel u Bepuute e€ cebe! Crenaiite 310, M OHa OyJeT MpUHAJIeXaTh TOIbKO Bam!
Bawm He nipuaéTcst Oosbliie AeUTh e€ C ITOM JKeHITIMHOM !

JI>KOHCOH, TTOCMOTpEJT Ha HEE€ CTPAaHHO, OIYCTMJI I1a3a, Ka3ajoCh, OH HANPSIKEHHO AyMall O
YEM-TO KpailHe HEMPUSATHOM U ITyTaIOIIIM.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

— IIpenarens! Cxoruna! § yowio Tebs!

Oo6naxénnass Ho, BoopyX€HHas JUIMHHBIM KMHXKAJIOM Opocaliach Ha MOJIKOBHUKA JIKOHCOHA,
YBOPAUMBACh OT OUYEPEAHOTO €€ BINaja, OH He MOT M30ABUTHLCS OT MBICIIH, UTO 32 MPOIIE/IINE JeCSATh
JIET OHAa COBEpIIEHHO He M3MeHmnach. OH cTaped, a JIMIO U TeJIO ero JKEHbI OCTaBAIOCh TAKUM Ke
MPEeKPacHbIM, KaK U AeCATH JieT Ha3a/l. [I0IKOBHUK 3HaJI, YTO HEKOTOPhIE BAMITAJIbI, IOCTUTHYB OIpe-
IENEHHOTO BO3pacTa, OOJIbllle He MEHSUIMCh BIUIOTh IO CAMOM CMEpPTH, U UYTO €ro XeHa OTHOCHJIACH
KaK pa3 K TAKOMY TUITy ¥ UMEHHO TIOTOMY OHa U He M3MEHWIach 3a nocienHee BpeMsi. OHa Oblia
BCE TaK’Ke MPeKpacHa, Kak U AecSATh JIET Ha3a/l, KOTa OH BIIEPBbIE YBU/IEI €€ U ceiyac OH JI0O0BaJIC
e, XoTs Jiuio H30 ObL10 MickaxkeHOo 3710001 1 HeHaBUCThI0. BOekaBIme Ha IIyM coJiaThl 00e30py-
JKUJIM KEHY TIOJIKOBHUKA U C OTPOMHBIM TPYIOM CBSI3aJIH €€, OHa OTOMBAJIACh KaK paHEHHAsI TUTPULIA,
Y YETBEPHIM 3/I0POBBIM MY:KUYMHAM C TPYAOM YAAJIOCh CIpaBUThCA ¢ Hell. Hakonerr, 3a criuHoi Ho0
3aIIEIKHY/IMCh HAPYYHHUKH, TIPUKOBAHHAS K aKypHOH CIIMHKE KPOBAaTH OHA pblyajia B OeCCHUIIbHOM
3100e.

— Yt0 HaMm Aenathb, TOCHOAVH MIp? — cTapasich He CMOTPETh Ha OOHAKEHHOE TeJIO KEeHbI MOJI-
KOBHHMKA, CIPOCHJI OJIMH U3 COJIZAAT.

— Y Moeii keHbl HEPBHBIN CPbIB, — CIIOKOMHO OTBeYas [[KOHCOH.

— BbI OosibIlie He HYXHBI, 51 YCITOKOIO e€!

— Tak TOuHO, Cc3p! — conpaThl MOCMENHO BHIIUTM, H30 B OTBET JMIIb 37I00HO paccMesiiach.
Koraa onu ocranuch OqHHU, MOJKOBHUK MPHCEST HA Kpall KPOBAaTH.

— H»0, — THX0 cKa3ai OH.

— Tol 106U MEHS, XOTh HEMHOIO?

— IIpenarens! — ApOCTHO OTBevasia OHA.

— H»30, g mo0Oimo Teds1! — cTpacTHO 3arOBOPUIT OH.

— Torma nenaii To, 4To s roBopio Tede!

— Jloporasi, 51 iecsITh JIeT Jes1ajl, TO, YTO Thl MPUKa3biBaia MHe! [lecsTs JieT 3Ta JKeHIMHa CTosIa
Mesxay HaMu! MeHsl TOCTOSIHHO TIPecyIeIoBajio YyBCTBO, UTO OHA CITUT B HaIlIEH MOCTENH.

— Yomonok!

[oBepHyBIIMCh K HEH, OH 3arOBOPWJI TOpPSY0, COMBYMBO, NBAIIATHIECTHUN IOHOIIA BHOBb
SIBCTBEHHO IPOCTYIWJI B HEM.

— H30, s mo6mo Teds 6opiie xu3Hu! Be3 Teds Huuto He umeet cmbiciaa!l Ho s He Mory Gosbiie
Tak!

JleByIika MoJasa, JIMIIb 171a3a € CBepKaJIU 3JI00HBIM OTHEM.

— Mue HarieBaTh Ha ropoi! TONBKO T UMEeIIb [J1sI MeHsI CMBICI! DTa jKeHIIMHA OUYeHb U3Me-
Huwiack! OHa coBceM He Ta Terepb, uto Obuta paHbiie! OHa npeBpaTuiack B uygosuine! ['opox Ha
TMOCJIE/THEM M3/IbIXaHuH, a e€ TpeOoBaHus BcE pacTyT! Ho 310 He BaxkHO! 4 He TO roBopio!

JI’KOHCOH pacTepsiHHO MOTEP J100.

— IneBarh MHe Ha HUX! — TPOOOPMOTATT OH.

— Bcé€ paau vero s xu1 1 6oposicsi —31o Thi! Eciv Tl He 00U MeHS, BCE 9TO OECCMBICIIEHHO !

OH yxe He cMOTpes Ha He€ M He BHUJIEN, KaK 1orac OroHb B €€ I71a3ax, Kak Ha e€ JIuile NOsIBU-
JIOCh CMYIIIEHHOE, PacTepsiHHOE BhIPAKEHUE, OHA Kak OyITO BIEpBbIe yBUIENA ero. BricTpo HakIo-
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HUBILKCH, TIOJIKOBHUK PacCTErHYJl HAPYYHUKH, OCBOOOXKIast KEHY, 3aTeM OH HarHyJICs, IOTHST KUH-
KaJl ¥ oAaj eil. ABTOMaTHUECKH OHa B3sUla €r0 00EMMHU pyKaMu, OiecTsiiiiee Jie3Bre yIEpioch eMy
B Ipyab. Ero ceprle rnaza npsiMmo cMOTpenu el B JIUIIO.

— Moxems youts Mens ceiidac! Ho s 6ombirie He Oyay nomunaAThess CeBepHoit Kopornese! —
THXO, HO TBEPIO MPOU3HEC MOJKOBHUK. H20 BCE Takike cxumarna KMHXKal 00eMMU pyKaMmu, HO B e€
OOMBIINX TOMYOBIX TJIa3aX CTOSUTH cE3bl. OHa OpOCHIIa KMHKA Ha TIOCTENTb M TTOJIION3/1a Ha KOJIEHSIX
K TOJIKOBHUKY.

— IIpoctu mens1, Tom! — peias, 6GopmoTtana oHa.

— 4 yxacHas xeHiuHa!

— H»0, Ho0! — mienrtan JI)xoHCOH, prkuMasi K ceOe e€ ropsiaee Tedo.

— Ona yobéT Hac oboux! — oOpeuéHHO npor3Hecia H0, oTBeuas Ha ero mnouenyu.

Korza ona 3a0b11ach TpeBOXHBIM CHOM, 3aCYHYB TaJlel] B POT, TaK MMOX0Xkasi cefiuac Ha MaJieHb-
KOTO peOEHKa, MOJIKOBHUK JIEKAJT C HeW PsiJIoM, TTPUCITYIIIUBAJICS K €€ epeMekaeMOMY TPEBOXKHBIMU
BCXJIMIIAMU JIBIXaQHUIO U yibiOasicss. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ ceOsi HEOOBIKHOBEHHO CUACTIIMBBIM.

K osk ok osk ok osk ok sk ok osk

CKBO3b OTKPBITHIE CIIBUKHBIE IBEPH B JUIMHHOE, BHICOKOE TIOMEIIIEHNE 03¢ TPOHUKAT SIPKUIt
COJTHEYHBIH cBeT. [lociie TpaguiMOHHOTO MOKJIOHA, HEOOJIBIIIOr0 POcTa MOJAPOCTKA B CHHEM KMMOHO,
CTOSIBIIETO B IIEHTPE, CTPEMHTENILHO aTaKOBAJIM C Pa3HbIX CTOPOH TPOE KPYIHBIX, KPEMKUX MYKUUH.
['myxo# 3ByK ynapoB OOKKEHOB JpyT O Jpyra HaroJHWI MoMelleHre. Yepes ceKyHy, OIMH U3 ara-
KOBABIIIMX MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBeKa COTHYJICS, TOyYMB yAap MO pyKam, a JIBO€ JIPYTHX pa3opykKeHHbIE
pasneTenrch OT HEro B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI.

— Hocrarouno, Ipituun! — cuzeBIas, B yrity KpacuBasi, TEMHOBOJIOCAsI KSHIIMHA TIOJHSIACH HA
HOTH.

— IMMuunun, Xomxku, BBl CBOOOIHEI !

— Jla rocnioxa! — XOpoM OTBeYaJId MYKUMHBI C TTOKJIOHOM, BBIA/ISI HA JIBOP, OHU TOCIIEIITHO
YIQJIVIIAC.

[TonHsB onuH U3 AepeBsAHHBIX Meuel, Hanamu, BcTasia mpoTUB CBOETO ChIHA.

— UYro, Bul nenaere, mama? — ynuBia€HHO cripocui pium.

— Ipexnae yem OoTIyCTUTH TeOs, 51 IOJKHA KOEe-UYTO MPOBEepUTh! 3anuinaiics! — pe3ko ckazaia
JKEHIIIMHA U C HEBEPOSATHON CTPEMHUTENLHOCTBIO M CHJION, KOTOPOM CJIOKHO OBLJIO OT He€ OXKHIATh,
chesasa BhIMaj.

— Xax! — nosny4uB yzap B Ipy/ib, HE YCIIEBIIMI cpearupoBath Isiun yran Ha KOJIEHHU.

— Th1 cnab! — cepbE3HO MPOrOBOPHMIIA €70 MaTh, MPUCTAIBHO IJIS/ISI HA HETO.

INon e€ cypoBbIM B3IJIS0M, I0HOIIIA, TTOAABIIT OOJTh ¥ TIOJHSIICS HA HOTH C TAKUM JIMIIOM, OYTO
HUYEro He POU30IILIO.

— Emg pas!

Hanamu BHOBB czienan pe3kuil BhIIal, HO Ha 3TOT pa3, e€ OOKKEH OTJIeTes JaJIeKO B CTOPOHY,
a cama OHa OKa3aJlachb Ha KOJIEHSX.

— Mawma! — B ykace Bckpuuan JIpituun, Opocasich K Heil.

— Huuero, s B nopsinke! Teneps 51 BUKY, Tl TOTOB! — 3a1pIxasich, mporoBopuiia Hanamu, rusas
Ha HEero W CUJISICh YJIBIOHYThCSI.

— DTOT yaap nokasana MHe TBou otell! [1oYT HUKTO HEe B COCTOSIHMM OTPA3UTh €ro, Jake 3Hast
o HEM! Bosbliiie st MOry He BOTHOBAThCS 3a TeOs1! — TOPKECTBEHHO JOOABHIIA OHA.

— Ilomoru mHe BcTaTh!

— Ipocrute, mama! 51 He xoten! — crpagaibuecku npousHec aiuun, moMorass MaTepu Moj-
HSATHCA.

— Tw1 mostonent! S1 ropsxych ToOO#! — ackoBo poroBopuiia Hanamu, oOHMMAast ChiHa.

— 3aBTpa Tl MOXeIb OTIpaBisAThcs! Bo3smu ¢ codoii Huamun u Xomxku!

— Her, mama! §I moexy omuna! Ouu ocranyTcs ¢ Bamu u OynyT 3amumiats Bac!
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— Xopomo! { nmpunmo ux K Tede mo3xe, CbiH MO, — IOKOPHO oTBevasia Hanamu.

— ¢ mo6imo, Teds Mama!

— U s 1e6s aitun! beperu cebs!

CorHIle CKPBUIOCH 32 TY4Y U IOJIOCHI CBETA, MTHOBEHHO YKOPOTUBIIUCH, BAPYT UCUE3IIH, TIOTPY-
3UB JIOA3€ B CYMpaK.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Mortozio¥i mapeHb, COBCEM IOHOIIA, CUJIENT B CAMOM YINTy 3aKOITYEHHOW KOMHATHI MOCTOSIIONO
JBOPa TOPOIUTUBO M Ka/IHO €J1 TIOXJIEOKY U3 ITTyOOKOM, TpyOOl TapeaKu ¢ HEPOBHBIMHU, MOTPECKAB-
mmmMucs Kpasimu. OT IPs3HBIX CTeH UCXOVIT TEPIKUI 3arax JyKa U KaKUX-TO MPSHOCTEH, U TpaK-
THUYECKH TaK’Ke MaxX U CyII, HO IOHOIIIY 3TO, MIOX0%ke, He CMYILAJIO, BUMMO OH HE €J1 JIOBOJIbHO JTaBHO.
3aKOHUMB C MOXJIEOKOM, OH MOJOABUHYI K ce0e MaJIeHBKHI KeCTSHOW YalHUK, Yail TOoXe M3IaBal
KaKOK-TO HEOIpee/IEHHBIN U He CIIMIITKOM MPUATHBIN 3amax. KOHoIa oTKycrI Kycok xJieda v yio-
BJIETBOPEHHO OTKUHYJICS Ha cTyje. Tenepb o ero yxa Jonereny oOpbhIBKY (ppa3. 3a cOCeTHUM CTO-
JIOM CHJIEJIM HECKOJIbKO KPECThSIH U € TIGHOH y pTa 00cy)kaamu yro-To. KOHoma npuciymanics.

— Jaxe ecnu Mbl onpoOyem cOexarth, OHU AOroHAT Hac! Ham He yilTu BMecTe ¢ KeHIIMHAMU
Y JIeTbMU! — IPOrOBOPMII IOKUJIOM, ONIPSATHO OETHIA MY)KUMHA, BUIUMO CTApOCTa.

—Ho uto xe Ham aenath? OHM OrpadAT HAC ¥ 3a0epyT HAIIMX KEeHIIUH! — ¢ OTYassHbeM OTBeval
eMy KPEeCThsITHUH TTOMJIA/IIIIE.

— JIKMpO TOMBITAJICS 3alIUTUTH CBOIO A04b! [ToMHuUTE, uTO OHU caenamu ¢ HUM! Jlaxke Teno
ero Ham He oTam!

Kpectbsane nopaieHo 3amomyanu. FOHOIA AOMMI OCTHIBAOINIMN Yaid U, OPOCHB Ha CTOJ
HECKOJIbKO MEJISIKOB, TOJIHSIBIINCD, TIOJOMIEN K HUM.

— Ilpouy nporenusi! — Havyasa OH yU4THBO, HO BCE € C HEKOTOPOM U3/IEBKOM.

— 41 ciyyaiiHo ycnbiman Bai pasroBop. He Moru Obl Bl OOBSICHUTE MHE, UTO y BAC MPOUCXO-
ur?

KpecTbsiHe XMypo MOCMOTpEITN Ha HEro.

— BanauTel rpabAT u yOuBaloT Hac, TOCHOIMH, — HEOXOTHO OTBEYAJI TOT KOTO, I0HOIIA TIOCYUTAIT
CTapOCTOM.

— Ho Benp Bamma aepeBHst HaxoquTtces nof 3anmroil Ceepaoro Koponescrsa! Tlouemy ke oHa
HE 3alUTUT Bac? — IOHOIIA MTOAOJBUHYI CTYJI M O€3 MpUIJIalleHus Cell.

Crapocra XMBIKHYL.

— Pa3Be eii ectb €110 10 TakKMX Hulle OpogoB Kak Mbl? KTo MBI Takue 4ToOBI OHA 03a00THIIACh
HAIIUMU MPoOieMaMu? — C TOPbKOM YCMEITTKOW TIPOTOBOPHIT OH.

— CKOJIBKO MX, TeX, KOTO BbI TAK OOMTECh? — OCBEJOMUJICS IOHOIIIA.

— 3auem Tebe 3T0 3HaTh ManbuuK? Hy, MX qBeHaAlaTh WM MSATHAALATH BOUHOB.

— Bceero-To!? § HacumTan Gosnbliie MATUAECITH ABOPOB B BaiieM cene! U Bbl Goutech oka3arh
YM COIPOTHUBJIEHUE!? — MPE3PUTETHHO MPOU3HEC IOHOIIIA.

— Jla xT0 OH Tako¥ BooOIe? Kakoro xpeHa Mbl TpaTUM Ha HEro Bpems? — pa3apax€HHO Mpo-
TOBOPWJI OJIUH U3 KPECThSIH.

— A w3 nepeBnu Pabonna, Haite cesio, KOHEUHO, OOJIbIIIE BAIIETO, HO HE HACTOJIBKO YK U CHITBHO.
Tak BOT, MBI 3ammuIaeM cedsi CaMu, 1 HUKTO He CMeeT CYHYTbCsl K HaM! — He 0OpaTuB Ha HEro BHU-
MaHUs1, OTBeYa MOJIOJJOM MYTHUK.

— Ecm BBI TOTOBBI cpakaThcsl KaK MYKYMHBI, TO s ioMory Bam! Ecim Her, To moliy cBoei
JIOPOTOM.

— Bbl nomosxeTte HaM, rocrovH? — HeIOBEPUMBO IOCMOTPEN Ha HErO CTapoCTa.

— Kaxkoro uépra!? 910 ke pe6EHOK! UeM OH MOXKET TOMOYb HaM! — 3aMaJIbuMBO 3aKpUYaIl BCE
TOT K€ HEIOBEPUMBBIN 3emiieiesel.

— Moxert ObITh 51 1 peOEHOK, HO BBI-TO MYXXUYHMHBI HJIM KTO? — XOJIOAHO OTBEYAJ €My IOHOIIIA.
K osk ok osko sk sk sk osk ok osk
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YTpo crenyomero JHS BBIANIOCH TO-BeceHHeMY mpoxiaanbiM. Cepasi JbIMKa 3aBHCIA HaJ
JEepPEeBEHCKUMH JIOMaMU M KOTJa JI0KHMHA BCAJHUKOB BbheXajla B CEJIO Myraiomias, HaCTOpOKeHHasI
THIIMHA BCTPETHIA UX. BaHIUTHI HEBOJIBHO MPUMOJIKIIN, MEUIEHHO €XaJli OHU TI0 TJIABHOM YJUIIE K
JIOMY CTapOCTBhI, TOKa JOPOTY UM He Mperpaaiia OIuHOKas MayieHbKas ¢purypa. FOHorma, mouru nop-
POCTOK, B TEMHO-KPACHBIX SIBHO HE 110 pa3Mepy JOCIeXaxX CTOSUT B BBI3BIBAIOIIEH 1103€, TOPIO MOIHSIB
rOJIOBY. 3a MOsICOM Y HEro ObUTH J1Ba Me4a, KOPOTKUH M [UTMHHBIN, Ha PYKOSITh OOJIBIIIOrO Meva, KOHell
KOTOPOT'O TIOUTH KacaJICs 3eMJIH, TTapeHb MOIOKUIT OOJIBIIYIO, YKEe TIOUTH MYKCKYIO pyKy. BcagHuku
OCTAQHOBWJIVICh, Y €XaBIIIWI BIIEpeId BOMH OOPATUIICS K HEMY:

— Kro 18I Takoi1? U vero tede Hamo?

— Mens 30ByT Catoms [leitun, moii oterr Catoms Takeru u s ipezjiaraio Bam yOpaThcst OTCIOIa
1o100py-TI03/10pOBY, MHAUE 51 HAKAXY Bac! — CIOKOMHO OTBEYasI UM IOHOIIIA.

I'maBapp paccMmesiyicsi, 32 HUM 3apKaJid U OCTAJIbHbIE BOUHBI.

— Manpuminka cymaciieqmmii! — Beceso oOpaTuics OH K CBOMM JIIOJISIM.

— MHe xanb Bac, — YJIBIOHYJICS IOHOIIIA.

— Bul He 3axoTtenu npuciymarbcs Ko MHe! [0TOBbTeCh MPUHSATH CBOE HaKa3zaHue!

— Y06eii ero! — TIeHMBO PUKa3aJ I71aBaph OHOMY U3 CBOUX Jofe. TOT BCKUHYJI pyKbE, TPSHYI
BBICTPEJ, YJIUITY 3aBOJIOKJIO IIMOM, B KOTOPOM MEJIbKHYJIa CTPEMUTEIBHO OpPOCUBILIASICSI B CTOPOHY
KpacHasi ¢urypa. B ToT jxe MOMEHT 13-3a JIOMOB 10 00EUM CTOPOHAM YJIHIIBI TOSIBUICH HECKOJIBKO
JeCATKOB BOOPYKEHHBIX CAaMOJICITBHBIMU KOITbSIMU M BUJIAMU KPECThsIH, OPOCHUBIIIMXCS B aTaKy Ha HE
O’KHMIABIINX 3TOr0 OaHIUTOB.

— AX Bbl, cBUHBM! — B O€IIIEHCTBE 3apbluall IJIaBapb, HO MPEXk/E YeM OH ycIies OOHAKHUTh MeY,
KpacHasi MOJIHUSI METHYJIACh K HEMY C Kpast OvKalIel KpHIIH, TIEPejt ero JIMIIOM CBepKHYJIa CTallb,
I11e10 ero 000XKIJI0, HAa MTHOBEHHE JIbIXaHUE €ro MepexBaThIIO U OJIoBa €r0 ¢ HEBEPOSITHOM JIETKOCTHIO,
OTIEMIIACh OT TeJa.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Ha xoneHsx, co CBS3aHHBIMHU 32 CIIMHOW PyKaMU, TBOE€ U3 OCTABIIUXCSA B KUBBIX OAHIUTOB
CTOSUTM Y CTEHBI capasi, BTSTHYB TOJIOBBI B IIJICUH.

— Crniacu60 Bawm, rocnionut, — HU3KO KJIaHSsICh, TOBOPUJI CTAPOCTa, 00parasich K I0HOIIE, KOTO-
PpbIi BO3UJICS CO cOpyeid KOHsI paHee IPUHA/JIeKABIIIEro I1aBapio OaHpl.

— YT0 HaM AenaTh ¢ HUMU? — CIIPOCUJI OH, yKa3bIBasl Ha MJICHHBIX.

— Kozekc BorHa He 1MO3BOJIsIeT MHE yOUTh UX. HO BbI HE BOWHBI M BOJIBHBI JIeJIaTh C HUMH BCE
yto xotute! D10 Bame neno! Mos Jomaas najga u Ternepb MHe HyxHa apyras! Tak, 9ro s 3a0epy
3Ty, — PABHOJYIIHO MOXaJI TUIeYaMH I0HOIIIA.

— Mu1 cobpanu amns Bac nensru! 31ech HEMHOTO, HO 3TO BCE UTO Y HAC €CTh M MBI IIPOCHM. . .

— He HyxHO neHer! — pe3ko 000pBaJ €ro MOJIOI0M BOVH.

— 41 He panu sToro pernm nomoub Bam! Most MaTh 1 MOH Jie]] Takue ke KPECThsIHE, KaK U Bbl
1 MHe OOJIbHO BUJIETh BaC B TAKOM COCTOSIHMU! BoJibIlle HUKOMY He MO3BOJISNTEe YHUXKATh cebst! 1O
u OyzieT Moeii Harpaaoi!

— bnarogapum Bac, rocnonun! Ckaxute Ham Baitie umsi! — BHOBb IOKJIOHWICSI CTapOCTa.

— Mens 30ByT Catoma [leituu! — nierko, 6e3 HarpsokeHHs IOTHUMASICh B CEJJI0, OTBEYA MOJIO-
IIOW BOVH.

— He poncreennuk i Bel céryny Caroma Takemmm? — cipocuii NOpak€HHBIN CTapOCTa.

— 9T0 MOM OTell, — OTBEeYaJI IOHOIIIA.

— D10 GOMNBIIAs YECTh /IS HAIIeTO cejla MPUHUMATh Y ceOst CTOJb OOJBIIIOro YeloBeKa! — Kpe-
CThsTHE OJIMH 3a APYTUM OMYCTUJIUCh HA KOJICHH.

Moso/10i1 BOMH YCMEXHYJICS.

— Bcranbre! Moii oter; noru6 B 6010 Tpy rofia Ha3a/l v ceifuac s HIU4eM He OTIMYaioch oT Bac! —
OH TPOHYJI TOBO/bSI, ¥ JIOIIA/Ih HETOPOIUIMBO MOTPYCHUIIA TI0 JIEPEBEHCKOM 10pore.

— Kyna Bui equte, rociogua Catoma?? — Beliesl eMy 3aKpuyall CTapocTa.

37



N. Pé. «Apnckme roHune»

— 4 eny B Bocrounsie 3emiin, 4TOOBI BCTYIUTh B BO3POXKIAEHHYIO TWibauio «Yeéproro [Ipa-
KOHa», — He 000paunBasCch, OTBeYaI uM Jleiu.

— Ipomaiire!

— [pomaiite, rocnionuu! — 3akpuyaiiv eMy BClie/l KpecTbsiHe. lefiun myCcTuI JIOIaab B rajaon
1 yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH/I, JIUIIb OCe/IaBInas cepasi MbUlb OCTAIach HA TOM MeCTe, I/ie TOJIBKO YTO
CTYMAaJIN KOTIBITA €0 KOHSI.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk oskokosk

CHoBa u caHoBa Pokcana BosBpamasiack k CteHe. Eciu Obl KTO-TO cripocuit e€, OHa He CMOTJia
Obl OOBSICHUTB, UTO €€ TaK BJICYET K ITM OrPOMHBIM KaMHsIM. Kak OyATO OTBETHI Ha HE JJaBaBIIIUeE e
TIOKOSI BOIPOCHI MOTJIM CKPBIBAThCS 32 HUMH. B 3TO paHee yTpo OHa MeJJICHHO IIIa BJOJIb CTEHBI, B
COMPOBOKJICHUH CBOETO BepHOro CHpo, KOTOPBI ICKpEHHEe He MOHMMAJ, YTO ero XO35MKa AeaeT U
3a4eM ey 3TO HyXKHO, KOT/Ia BIPYT YBUJIENA JBE Maphl CJIeJOB, WAYIIHMX OT CTEHBI B JIeCHYI0 vanty. E¢
B3IJISI/I OTBITHOTO OXOTHHUKA OE30IIIMO0YHO OMPEIENTIII, YTO CIIEIbl HAUMHAIUCH OT CTEHBI U YXOIVJIH
npoub. COMHEHU# OBITh HE MOIJIO, KTO-TO MPHUIIET K HUM OTTy/a!

— T BugMIIH 310, CUpO? — B3BOTHOBAHHO MpOoroBopmiia Pokcana, oOpamasch K CBoOeMy BOJIKY.
3anpeIrHyB Ha €ro CIIMHY, OHA IMyCTUJIACh BCIIE]] 32 YXOAUBIIMMHE OT CTeHBI cieamu. OTIevYaTKu IByX
nap HOT OBLITM XOPOIIO Pa3IMYMMBI Ha CJIerKa MPUITOPOIIEHHON NIEPBBIM CHEroM JincTBe. OIHU Clie/bl
ObLIM BUIHBI O0JIee YETKO U MTPUHAJIEKATH, BEPOSTHO, KPYITHOMY MYXXUHMHE, a APYTye JUIIb CIerka
yraJbIBAIACh, ¥ MOTJIA OBITh JIUOO CJIeJaMy XPYNKOHN AeBYIIKU, THO0 peOEHKa. DTU ABOE, IO Clie-
JaM KOTOpBIX IBUrajach PokcaHa, SIBHO 3HAJIM KyJa UAYT, Cliebl He NETISUI U BEJIU IPSIMO K pac-
TIOJIOKEHHOMW B JIECATH MIJISIX Jlopore. B Teuenue nomydaca Pokcana npecienoBaia TAMHCTBEHHBIX
HE3HAKOMIIEB, HO HE TIOXOKe ObLIO, YTO e yAaJI0Ch MPUOIU3UTHCS K HUM, HECMOTPSI HA BCE YCUIIUS
cBoero Cupo. U B 3TOT MOMEHT ObICTpasi, Kak MOJIHUSI TeHb COpOCHJIa €€ CO CITMHBI HE YCTIEBIIErO
COPUEHTHPOBATHCS BOJIKA, MPOJIETEB MO BO3YXY IOOPBIX JECATh METpPOB, POokcaHa co Bcell CHIIBI
yZlapuiach CIMHOM O JEPEBO U OKa3aJIach MPHKATOM K CTBOJTY CTaporo Bsiza. MasieHbKast JeByIIKa, C
KOPOTKMMHM YEPHBIMM BOJIOCAMU JAEp:Kaja €€ 3a TOpJo, U3-3a CIIMHBI JEBYIIKH, IPAMO U3 €€ N03BO-
HOYHHKA, MOJAHUMAJIMCh SIPKO KpacHbIe HIyMajblia, C OCTPUSMHU HA KOHIIAX. DTH HIyMajblia Halle-
JIMJTACH B JIMLIO POKCaHbl, OHU MOAEPrUBAIUCH, TOUHO KMBBIE, TIEPEIMBATINCh BCEMU OTTEHKAMU OT
KPacHoro, 10 TEMHO-60pnoBoro. CHpo sSipOCTHO 3apblual, v AEBYIIIKA CIIOKOMHO cKa3ana Pokcane:

— IIpukaxu emy He nBuratbes! Muaue s 1ebs1 Ha papin mopyomio!

— Cupo, croii Ha mecte! f cama pazbepych! — nomy3aayieHo npoxpurnesna Pokcana.

— Cama paz6epénibcsa?! [To-MoeMy Thl HE COBCEM B TOM TIOJIOKEHUH | — paccMesiylach JICBYIIKA.

— Tr Tak mymaenib? — ¢ 3TUMU cJloBaMHd, PokcaHa rokasasa AeBylIKke HeOOJBIIYI0 PYyYHYIO
rpaHary, CBOOOJHOM PYKOI OHa BBIAEPHYJIA YEKy, TPOJOJIKAs APYTON PYKOW YAEPKUBATh PhIYakKOK.

— 3Haeb, uTo OyeT, €CM 51 pa3oKMy Majblbl? — cripocuia Pokcana eByIky.

— YV He€ 3amepkKa TpU CEKyHB, 51 ycIielo YOUTh Tedst U yiTu! — HeyBepeHHO OTBevasa, Ta
3aMETHO ITOOJIEAHEB.

— BosmoxHO. DTO cTapasi rpaHata, MOXKET B30pPBaThCsl Uepe3 TPU CEKyHIbl, MOXET cpasy, a
MOXeT BOOOIIIe He B30pBaThcsi! Xouellb pUCKHYTh? — SITOBUTO OCBeIoMUIach PokcaHa.

JeByIika Konedanach.

— Ecnm g otmynty Te0s1, Thl BCTaBUIIIb TIPEOXPAHUTEb HA MECTO? — CITPOCHJIA OHA.

— Ecim mooGeriaenis He mpuunHATH Bpena Mae U Cupo! — orBevyasia Pokcana.

— W re TBO# COOOIIHMK ? — OCBEJOMHIIACH OHA.

— Moxenib He nipsiTaTthes JI9HC, OHA TeOst BRIUMCIMIIA! — CKa3ajia JeBYIIKa.

— Yo T MeaHIh, FOMa? Yoeii e€! — mpeyiokut MyKIrHa B TEMHOM TUIAIE, TIOSBIISSICh U3-
3a COCE/IHETro AepeBa.

— punypok! V neé rpanara! He ¢akrt, yTo MHe ynacrcsi 3alllUTUTBCS OT BCEX OCKOJIKOB!
Xouelnb, YTOOBI Hallla MUCCH S 3AaKOHYMJIACh HE HAYaBIIINCh?

— Xoporo, s obermat, He Tporath TeOs1! — ckazayna FOma Pokcane, ormyckas e€.
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— MHoro BcsIKMX TBapey maraercs 3[ech I10 Jiecy, HO Tede, MoXoxke, MOXKHO JA0BepsTh! — Pok-
CaHa BCTaBWJIa HA MECTO MPeJOXPaHUTENTb U B TOT ke MOMeHT IOMy u JIsHca okpy:xuna cras orpoM-
HBIX O€JIbIX BOJIKOB.

— Yépr! — BcTaB CMIMHOM K CITUHE, MYKYMHA U JEBYIIIKA IPUTOTOBIIMCH OOOPOHSITHCS.

— Bcewm crosts! — npukasana Pokcana cBouM BoJIKaM.

— Ho Bam npuaércst OTBETUTH HA MO BOIIPOCHI! — cKazasia oHa, oOparasick K FOme u JIsHcy.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk oskokosk

OKo0710 GOJBIIOrO KOCTPa, KOTOPBIN Ka3aJI0Ch, OCBEIIAN JIeC HA MHOTHE MUJIM BOKPYT, CHeNa
Pokcana 1 Tpoe BOMHOB €€ OTpsifa, YyTh JaJIblie OesbIM, MyIIUCTBIM KOBPOM PACTIONOKHIIUCH BOJIKH,
CMaBIIME TUIOTHO MPHKAaBILUCh, APYT K Apyry. Hanporus Pokcanel cunenu FOma u JIsne, myxunna
ObLT MpayveH, a JIeBYIIKY 3Ta CUTYallusl, TIOX0oxKe, 3a0aBisiia.

— Kakoro u€pra MbI BOOOIIIE ¢ Hell pa3roBapuBaeM? — pa3ipaxkéHHO ToBopu JIsH.

— W3-3a Heé Haite 3aganue nof yrpo3ou! Henb3st ocTaBisTh e€ Tak!

— Jla nagHO TeOe! — co cMexoM oTBedasa emy FOma.

— Omna Takas 3a0aBHas 3Bepymika! Pa3Be He MPUKOIBHO TIOTOBOPUTH C OJHOM M3 THX TIONY
MOHCTPOB?

— Eciu s1 MOHCTp, TO KTO TOr/a Bbl? — J0BUTO 3aMeTnia Pokcana.

B otBet FOMa Tak rpoMKo paccmesiiach, YTO HECKOJIBKO BOJIKOB IPHUIIOJHSIIM TOJIOBbI, HACTO-
POXXEHHO OIJISIIBIBASICH BOKPYT.

— Buuiis, 51 e roBopio, oHa 3a0aBHast!

— Bbl He OTBETWIM HA MOM BOIPOCHI!

— Ma uto TH O cebe mymaenib?! — Bo3MymEHHO Havyau JIsHc, Ho FOma nipepBaina ero.

— CrnipaimuBaid, 3BepyIika, — CepbE€3HO CKaszajia OHa.

K osk ok osk ok osko ok osko ok osk

CorHite emgé He B30IILI0, ¥ JIMIIb OJ1eIHO-cepasi AbIMKA OKyTaJla OKPYXKaIoIIMiI BO3/IYX U LIep-
II1aBble CTBOJIBI JPEBHUX JiepeBbeB, Korma FOma pa3dynmna PokcaHy, JIerko KOCHYBIIUCH PYKOH eé
ieya.

— Tuxo! — neBymika npuxana najer K rydbam PokcaHbl 1 3aroBOpriia 4yThb CJIBIIITHO.

— He pa36ynu JIsnca! Xouemb yBUaeTh, TO 0 YEM 51 paccKas3biBajia BUepa CBOMMU Ila3amu?

— Pa3Be 310 BO3MOXHO? — IM1a3a PokcaHbl pacIipuiuCh OT YAUBJICHUS.

— 4 nam Te6e nporryck. C HUM ThI IOMAAEINIL B IPOXOJ MO CTeHOM. Tam ke Mbl OCTaBHUJIM CBOIO
ozexay. Moxerib B3ATh ¢ COO0M KOro-HUOyAb U3 CBOMX JIIO[IEH, HO HEe BOJIKA, KOHEYHO. Bripouem,
nionaraio, Tedst 1 6e3 TOro TaMm ObICTPO BBIYUCIIAT U €CIIU 3TO CITYIUThCS, TeOsI 5KAyT OONbIINE HENPH-
satHoctu! Ho pemats Tebe! Hy, uto ckasxern?

— JaBaii! — ToporumBo BbJJoXHYa PokcaHa.

Korga JIsHc mpocHyJicsi, oH yBuzes uiib FOMy B 0IMHOYECTBE CHUIEBITYIO Y KOCTPa, HUA BOJIKOB,
HU Pokcansl yxe He ObUIO.

— I'ne ona? — cripocui JIsHc, mogHUMAsICh U TPOTUpAsi 1J1a3a.

— Yuuta. OHa y3Hana Bc€ 4To XoTena, — paBHOAYIIHO oTBevana FOma.

— Tel otnyctna e€?

— Yo ¢ Toro? Ona HUKOMY He pacckaxeT o Hac! OHa nmooOemana MHe!

— Pa3Be mbl MOXeM A0BepsATH ei? — mpoBopyal JIsHC.

— [Mouemy net? [Moyemy s OKHA JOBEpSITH TeOe W He AOBEpATH eil? — nmporoBopuia FOma,
HE IS/ Ha Hero.

JIsHC nokocuiicsa Ha HEE, HO HUYEro He OTBETUJI. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT, 3aTYIIUB KOCTED,
OHM JIBUHYJIUCh K ONMKaiIen qopore.

K osk ok osk ok osko ok osko ok osk

— Cupo, Matblll, THl HE MOXeEIb MMOUTH TyJa co MHOU! — yroBapuBaia Pokcana, orpoMHOro
6eJ10ro BOJIKa, HO TOT YIMOPHO THIKAJICS TOJIIOBOM €M, TO B TUIEUO, TO B IIEI0, MPEAAHHO IS Ha Heé
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CBOMMH pa3HOIBETHHIMU Inazamu. [IpsiMo mepes Hell orpOMHBI KameHb, ObIBIINI yacTbio CTEHBbI,
ObLT OTOIBUHYT B CTOPOHY U 32 HUM OTKPBIBAJICS YXOISIIMIA BO TbMY Y3KHIA KOPUIOP.

—locrioxka, 3auem Bam BooOme uaru tyna? Eciu Beg, uTo pacckasaia 3ta JeBKa, mpasia, Bam
OyzeT rpo3uTh TaM OOJIbINask OMACHOCTh! — OCTOPOKHO CIPOCKJI OMH U3 €€ BOUHOB.

— 41 nomxHa yBUIETH BCE 9TO CBOMMM IJ1a3aMu, XapoH! — oTBevasa Pokcana.

— IIpoctu Cupo, HO s1 He MOTY B3ATh TeOs1 ¢ coO0it! — MpoIoIKala OHA, BHOBb 00pamasich K
CBOEMY BOJIKY.

— Pazpermute xoTs 661 MHe nOITH ¢ Bamu!

— Her, Xapon! 910 MOE *esaHue 1 51 He MOTy MO/IBepraTh ONMACHOCTU KOTO-TO elIE, Pay CBOUX
xotesiok! $1 obsi3atrenbHO BepHych, Cupo! [ HUKoraa He octaBmo Teds! — cxkaB 00EMMH pyKaMu ero
OobIITyIo rosioBy, PokcaHa morieioBasia CBOero Bojka B Jio0.

— 4 naiiny Bac, xorga BepHych! He kauTe MeHsS U He MBITATECh UATH 32 MHOU, YTOOBI HE
ciydnsioch! XapoH, Thl OCTAaeIlIbCs 3a cTapiiero!

Koraa orpomnbiii KaMeHb C TIIyXUM MEPTBSIIIIM 3BYKOM 3aKpbUIcs 3a Heit, Cupo mpucen Ha
3aJHUE HOTH U, MOAHSB K HeOy OrpOMHYI0 MOpJY, 3aBbUI TaK TOCKJIMBO U MPOTSIKHO, YTO Y BCEX
MOPO3 ITPOLIENT IO KOKE.

— 3atkuuck ayouna! ['ocroxka emé He ymeprna! — pe3ko ckazas eMmy XapoH.

— Yro Ham Ternepb Jearh, XapoH-caH? — MOAOIIEN K HEMY O/IUH U3 BOWHOB.

— Mp1 OGyneM MCHOMHATH MpUKa3 rocrnoxu Pokcanel! — pe3ko orBeuast XapoH. CKpUITHYB
3y0aMu, OH MaxHyJ1 pyKOH U TOMIEN yepe3 Jiec mpoub 0T CTEeHBI, BOUbS CTasl MOC/IEIoBaa 32 HUAM.

— Eciu ¢ Heit 4To-HuOYIb CITyYUThCS, HAlAYy M yObio 00ouXx ! — menTan XapoH, CyXMMH MoTpec-
kaBmmmucs rydamu. Ckopo y Ctensl octaiicst Toiibko Cupo. EmE HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH CMOTpesT Ha
KaMeHb, CKPBIBIIMI 32 COOOH ero X035MKY, 3aTeM TSKeJIO MOAHSIICA U TIOOPEN BCliell 32 XapOHOM U
Bcel craeil. HeckosbKo pa3 oH omisiAbIBasICs, TOYHO Hajesics, uto PokcaHa ceituac BEpHETCS, HO
HUYEro KpoMe pOBHOM, MOYTH HEMPOHHUIIAEMOU CTEHbI He ObUIO TIepe]] ero I1a3amMu, HaKOHell, ¥ OHa
MOCTETNIEHHO CKPbLIACh MEXKAY JePEBbSIMHU.
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Dnu3on S. JIrn00BL

— Kakoro 4é€pra BbI oiyxu He OTKpbiBaeTe MHe?! Bbl UTO He y3Ha€re MeHs! — APOCTHO KpH-
yana Puna, oOpamasce K NpATaBIIMMCS 32 YaCTOKOJIOM 3alllMTHUKAaM ApKaHa. 3a TO BpeMs, 4ToO
OHa He Obl1a 3/1eCh CTEHBI CTAJIM TOJIIE U BbILLIE, OABUJICS €IE OAUH PsJL TOJCThIX OpEBEH. «A cecT-
pEHKa BpeMEHH JapoM He Tepsiia!» — pasapaxeéHHo qymana CesepHas Koponesa. E€ 6enas, crpoii-
Hasl JIOIaIb raplieBaja nepes rJIaBHBIMA BOPOTaMH, BEIYIIMMH B TOpofi ApKaH, HO ceiiuac OHM ObLIN
3aKpBITH AJ1 He€. [louTn COTHA BCaIHUKOB €€ JIMYHOU OXPaHbl BBICTPOWJIACh B IBE ILIEPEHTH 32 €€
CIIMHOM.

-4 xouy Bunets cectpy! IlozoBure rocrioxy Karpuny!

— I'ocnioku npaBuTeNIBHALIBI ApKaHa HET B ropozie! Y Hac IprKa3 HUKOTO He ITycKaThb! — OTBe-
yaJm co cTeHsbl. B ux ronocax Pune nocnsimanachk sisHas u3néBka. «Y€pros Katey! 1o ero padora!»

— CoTrpéM ux B NOPOIIOK, rocnoxa? — npeaaoxuia Pau.

— Her, Mb1 yBsi3HeM 311echb! TONBKO 3TO M HY’KHO MOEU YEPTOBOM AoYepH !

— Ham HyxHa poBU3Ks ¥ KOPM 14 Jommaen! — BHOBb 3akpavasa Puna.

— [NozoBuTe KOro-HUOYIb, KTO MOXET PELIUTh TOT BOIpPOC!

— Y Hac HeT HuYero 14 Bac! — Mocie0Ball HarvIbli OTBET U3-3a BHICOKMX AEPEBSHHBIX CTEH.

Punia passepHysa somaae 1 noexaua npoys. E€ MHOrOUMCIEHHBIE TEJOXPAHUTEN TOCIIEN0-
BaJIM 3a HEM.

— Ilocne TOro kak s MOKOHYY C 9TOM JIEBUYOHKOM, 51 BEPHYCh M YHMUTOXY Bac! — cKpexkela
3ybamu 1 OpbI3rasi cioHoi mpodopmotana Koporesa.

K ock ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

Kaxoe-To cymiecTBo noxoxee Ha YTO-TO Cpe/iHee MeXIy 00€3bsIHOW, AUKOW KOILIKOW U Yesio-
BEKOM KOIIOIIMJIOCHh B OBpare, KOTOPBIii HaunHascs y cambix Hor CesepHoii Koponessl. Hebomnbimoin
OJIEHb CO BCTIOPOTHIM OPIOXOM BaJIsIJICS PAAOM U, CYILECTBO TO M JIEJIO 3aITyCKaJIo KOITUCTYIO JIaly B
€ro KpOBaBOE IBIMSILEECS HYTPO U, BBIYIUB O4E€PEJHOM JIUTIKMIA KYCOK IIOTH, MIOEJAJIO0 €70, U3/1aBasi
I'POMKME, YaBKaloIIMe 3ByKU. Bc€ uio, pyku, BooOIie Bce BUAMMBIE YACTU Tesla 3TOrO CyLIeCTBa
ObLIM TOKPBITHI YEpHOU OnecTsimeit yenryéil. Ha HEM ObUT Bech B JIbIpax CTapbli, YEPHBIN TUIAI U
BCS1 OCTaJIbHAsI OJIeK 1, HATIOMUHABIIIAS OfIEK/Ty OXOTHHKA, ObLTa TaKas ke BeTxasi u ApeBHsis. [1pu-
CTaJIbHO CMOTpEJIa Ha Hero Puiia, MelTasch NOHATH, IIEBEJIBHETCA JIU B €€ OYEPCTBEBIIEN TyIIe XOTh
KaKoe-TO CMyTHOe 4yBcTBO. Ho BCE ObLIO TIIETHO, OHa HMYETro He YyBCTBOBasa ceifuac. CyecTBo
OBLJIO MOITIOIIEHO €/10M, U JIMIIb BPeMs OT BpEMEHH IOIHMMAJIO TOJIOBY MOX0XKYIO Ha TOJIOBY PEITH-
JIMY Y TIPUHIOXUBAJIOCh.

— 3910 0H? — THXO cnpocuia Puna.

— Ja, rocrioxa, — eiBa ciblHO oTBevas Mcuaa.

— 41 ne 3Hato ero. Yoeii! — pe3ko npukazana Koponesa. Vicuna Bckunyn apOaietr 1 MeTalm-
YecKHid OONT, CO CBUCTOM pacceKasi BO3IyX, Hojeren B 6e3o0pasHoe cymiectBo. Ho 3a MraoBeHne
710 TOTO, KakK CTpeJia JOJDKHA Oblla BIUTHCS B TOJIOBY UYJOBHIIIA, CYIIECTBO OBICTPO BCKUHYIIO PYKY
¥ MOMMaJto apOaIeTHYIO CTpeJTy TaK JIETKO, CJIOBHO 3TO ObUIa MeUTUTeNbHAS )KUpHast Myxa. JKenTbie
71a3a CyIlecTBa 37100HO OJIECHYJIM U Yepe3 CeKYHIy OH C HEMMOBEPHOW OBICTPOTOM, MOAHSIBIINCH
IO MOYTU OTBECHOM CTEHE OBpara, oKa3aJicsi HaBepXy U, COMB He ycreBlero ooHaxute meu Ucuny
C JIOLIAJH, CAABWII JIEBOI PYKOil ero ropio. beqHblii BOMH OKa3ajcs B MONOKEHUM OONTaBLIEHCS B
BO3/yX€ JIATYIIKH, KOTOPYIO MIOMMAaBLIMK €€ COpPBaHell AEP/KUT 3a 3aHION0 JIaNKy. TIIETHO MblTaics
OH OCBOOOIHTBCS OT KEJIE3HOW XBATKHU UYJOBHUIIA, 37I00HBIE JKENTHIE I71a3a CMOTPEJM Ha HEro ¢ Oe3-
’KQJIOCTHBIM paBHOMYIIMEM. P3H BhITammmia oope3 IpoOOBHKa U MPUIIEIUIACH B TOJOBY CTPAHHOTO
cy1ecTsa, Ho Puiia ocranoBumia e€. [Tongbexas BILIOTHYIO, OHA ITPOM3HECIIA, VIS B IV1a3a YyJIOBUILLY:

— Ormycru ero! §1 mpukaseiBaio Tebe!
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CexkyHly MOHCTp CMOTpeJ Ha He€, JUIMHHbIE OeJible BOJIOCH PHllbl pa3BeBasl BeTep, Ha SIPKO
aJIpIX ry0ax urpajna OecoBcKasi y/IblOKa, M OrOHb B IVIa3ax CTPAHHOrO cylnecTBa rorac. Korrucroie
MAJTBLIBI €r0 Pa3KaJMCh, OH BHITYCTHII 3ajpIxatorierocs Mcumy, 1, ormycTHUBIIMCH HA KOJIEHU, CKIIOHUT
rosnioBy riepes CesepHoil KoponeBoii. Yentyituareie ryObl €ro MpoIIenTaiy Kakue-To cjioBa, Pure
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA pa3IniuJIa;

— Mos rocnoxa!

BelTanms npuTopoueHHBIN K JIyKe cejyla JJIMHHBIA Meu B YEpHBIX HOXKHaX, KoponeBa nogana
ero CyIecrBy:

— Bosbmu ero, Cat! 4 coxpanmia ero s Teos!

Cy1m1ecTBO MOYTUTEBHO MPUHSIIO OPYkKUE U3 PyK PUIlbI, OHO OBLIO TOYHO MOJ TUITHO30M.

— Cnepyit 3a mHOM! — nipukazana KoposieBa 1, MoBepHYB KOHSI, MeJJIEHHO Moexaja B Jlareps,
CYILIECTBO TOCJIEIOBAJIO 3a Hel MOKOPHO, CIOBHO cobaka. Enapa orpimasimiicss Micuaa B3rpomos-
AWJICS B CEAJIO, U BCS TPYIINa OXPAaHHUKOB JIBUHYJIACh BCniell 3a cBoert KopoeBoii.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk osk ok osk

CreMHesno, OT peKy MOJHUMAJICS BJIAXKHBIN, CHIPOM TyMaH, MOTSHYJIO X0noaoM. Jlarepb BO3-
POXAEHHON TWIbIUK «YE€pHOro JIpakoHa» pacTsHyIICs BAOb Oepera Mo4Ty Ha Hesylo Mto. b,
OT MHOTOYHMCJIEHHBIX KOCTPOB, MMOAHMUMAsICh HEBBICOKO HaJ| 3eMJIEW TUTBUT HaJl BOIOM, CMEITMBAsICh C
TYMaHOM, CTaHOBSICb €TO YacThlo, pacTBOpsisich B HEM. Cuns y koctpa Karo, 3agymMurBo cMoTpern Ha
oroHb. Hezaneko ot Hero pacronokuirch, ABa HEMOJIOIBIX YK€ BOMHA, IBHO BETEPaHbI eI¢ OUTBBI
y Tpé€x MocToB. OHM HErPOMKO MEPEeroBapuBaIUCh JPYT C JPYrOM, Y HUX ObLI JIOBOJIBHO CTPaHHBIN
ak1eHT, 1 Kato He moHMUMAas MoYTH HAYEro, U3 TOrO, YTO OHU TOBOPHIIH.

— 2i, Kato, rocrioxa 30BET TeOs1! — 0HOIA 00EpHYIICS, 03I HETO CTOST OJIMH U3 «TICOB>»,
npaBasi MOJIOBMHA €ro JIMIA OblTa MOKPBITA YenTyEid. BrIcTpo MOOHSABIIMCEH, OH TOMIENT MEXIYy KOCT-
POB, Uepe3 Bech Jlarephb, K najiarke, Koropyio 3annmana Mamosuna. OTBepHyB Kpail Opesenra Karo,
HECMEJIO LIarHyJ1 BHYTpPb U 3aMep NnopaxeHHbl. CIIMHON K HEMY, Y HU3KOIO CTOJIMKA, CTOsIA XPYyII-
Kas JIeBYIIIKA B IIBETHOH MOJTYIIPO3PAYHOM I0KaTe, oOJierasiieii e€ CTpoiHyio (burypy, 1o miedam eé
CTPYWJIMChH TIBIIITHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH. KOHOIMIA CMYIIEHHO OCTAHOBWIICS Y BXO/a, HE 3Hasl, YTO eMy
Jenath.

— IMpoxonu Karo, pacronaraiics! — geBymika oOepHy/Iach U MOCMOTpesia Ha Hero. PymsHen
Urpaj Ha e€ IeKax, B BOJIOCH ObUT BIUIETEH KPYIHBIN IIBETOK OEJIOro JIOTOCA.

HenoBKko MOKJIOHMBIINCH, OH MPOIIET BHYTPh U MPHCENT OKOJIO HA3EHBKOTO CTONA, JEBYIIKA
ceJla HaIpOTHB, HE CBO/IS C HETO MPUCTAIBHOTO B3MIsiAa. Kato uyBcTBOBa ceOsl KpaiiHe HEeJIOBKO, OH
HE 3HaJI, KyJa AeBaTh CBOM PyKH, KOTOPbIE Ka3aJIUCh eMy Ceiiyac HEMOMEPHO JJTMHHBIMH.

— Emp!

OH nocITyIITHO HAaYaJl €CTh, HE OIIYIIasi BKyca epl. Mao3uHa, MoJTya, CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, IEKH
e€ asiesn, OT Beel e€ (purypsl HCXOMIIIO TaKOe OIIYIIEHHEe YUCTOTH M CBEKECTH, yTo Kato HeBOIbHO
MOJIyMaJl, YTO OHA TIOXOXa Ha HEBECTY.

— Tl KOrga-TO TOBOPHJI, UTO JIIOOUIIL MeHsI! S Oosbilie He HpaBIoCch TeOe?

OH nonepxHyJics U 3aKallUIsIICS.

— $1 mpotuBHa Tebe?

OH moAHsII 71232 ¥ ¢ YIUBJICHWEM YBUEN, KaK OHA B3BOJHOBAHA, HUKOT/IA eIE He TIPUXOIH-
JIOCh €My BUJIETh, YTOOBI €T0 FOCIIOXkA TaK HEPBHUYAIA.

— Bonmbest 3apazutbesa? S He xouy. .. Sl HUKOrAa He cenana Obl 3TOro! — 3aMHyBIIMCH, MaTio-
3MHa OTBEPHYJACh U MOKpacHena emg Oonpie. CeKyHIy OH CMOTpes Ha He€, M 3a 3TO MIHOBEHbE
BCSl OHA TOHUKJIA M CKajlach, BMECTO BEJIMYECTBEHHOW M OECCTPAIHON BOUTEIbHHIIBI HAIPOTHB
HEro cujena BIoOIEHHas JKEeHIIMHA, KOTOPYI0 OTBepraioT. Ero 3axyecTHyno HaCTOMBKO CTPacTHOE
JKeJlaHue MOMOYb €, CacTH, 3alUTUTh, C/IeIaTh €€ CYACTIIMBOM, YTO OH 33JJOXHYJCS. «DTO U eCThb
mo6oBb?» — nogyman Karo, u korga Mamo3uHa, HakOHell, pelniiach MOJHATh Ha HETO I71a3a, Harlpo-
THB He€ CHJeN yXkKe ONepKUMOU CTPACThIO MYKUMHA.
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— Karo! — npomenrana oHa, B Ty ke CEKyHy pa3Ae/sABIINN UX CTOJIMK OTJIETE] B CTOPOHY, U
OHAa OKa3aJlach OMPOKMHYTA HA CIMHY, CKaTasl B €r0 JKEJIE3HBIX OOBATHSIX.

- Ax!

WX ryOsl cimuch, He TpeKpalast sKaJHo 1eIoBaThcsl, Mamo3uHa TOPOIUIMBO, JPOKABIIUMHU
NaJbLaMU pacCcTErMBaja ero ogexay. Peskum apuxenneM Karo pacriaxHyil IOJbl €€ I0KaThl, 1 OHA
VHCTUHKTUBHBIM JBMKEHHUEM MPUKPBUIA PyKamMH CBOIO Ipyab. OHa jiexkaia 1oJ HUM Takas MajieHb-
Kas u Oe33alUTHAsA, YTO OH 3aMep Ha cekyHay. Ho eé€ miaza, e€ rmasa cMoTpenu Ha Hero ¢ Takum
JKeJIaHUEeM, C TAKOU CTPACTbIO, OHU HE XKeJIAJTH, YTOOBI OH OCTAaHOBHJICS.

— Karo! — nporientanu e€ BinaxHsle ryObl. E€ sS3bIK ObUT CIIAAKUM, TYObl MSITKMMU U TETUTHIMU.
BractHbiM, TpeOoBaTeIbHBIM JIBHKeHUEM, KaTto pa3iaBuHyn e€ HOrH.

— 41 BXOXY, — OH CMOTpeJI €il B I71a3a.

— AX, — OHa B3/IpOTHYJIa BCEM TeJIOM, CJIOBHO OblIa IeBCTBEHHA. [[IMHHBIE BOJIOCH €€ pacTpe-
MAJTMCh, OOJBIIION OBl IIBETOK 3aITyTasICsl B HUX. MeJIeHHO OH Havyall IBUraThCsl, OHa ObLIa y3Kast
Y ropsiyasi, BCE ero TeJio MPOH3aJIU CyI0pOrd HEOOBIKHOBEHHOTO HacC/akieH!sl. BApyr oHa oTBepHY-
JIach M pacIulakayiach KajJoOHO, MO-JEeTCKH, 3aKPbIB PyKaMH JIUIIO.

— Mbai...rocnioxa Man, — Kato pactepssHHO OcTaHOBWIICS, IJISIIsl HA HEE, TIBITAsICh TOHSTD, UTO
OH cJieJiaJl HE TakK.

— Karo, — nporoBopuia JeByIika, NOBEPHYB K HEMY MOKPOE OT CJIE3 JIULIO.

— Hukorpa, Hukoraa emgé MHe He ObuTo Tak xoporno! Eciu Ob s Tonbko 3Hanma! Ecnu Obl 51
TOJIBKO MOIUIa 3HaTh! { OBl HUKOTIA. . ..

— Mos rocnioxa! Bel camast npekpacHast Ha cBete! Camast urictast u HeoObIKHOBeHHasi! f Oymy
3amuiiarh Bac, nmoka s xxuB! — cepb€3Ho nporosopusi Karo, misiis et B maza. B ToT ke MOMEHT OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3a/Ip0XKaJjio, BHITHYJIOCH MOJ] HUM €€ TeJIO, CKaJIO €ro Tak CUJIbHO.

—Ax!

Heckonpkumu cruibHBIMU IBUKEHUSIMU OH (PUHUIIMPOBAI BMECTE C HEW.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

B kaxkoit MoMeHT oHa oOparuiia Ha Hero BHuManue? Kakercst, Toraa Korjia Hauyaia CKapMIMBaTh
ce0s1 cBoMM BoMHaM. Te KTO He 3aXOTesl CTAHOBUTBLCS €€ «IICOM» MOKUHYJIH €€, Ipyrue ke MmocTe-
MIEHHO TNPEBPAIlAINCh B UyJI0BUIL, B UHCTPYMEHTHI /1J151 UCTIOJIHEHU S €€ BOJIU U Jiuiib oguH Kato He
cresiasl HA Toro Hu Jpyroro. OH He el e€ TeJo, HO U He MOKUAAJ UX OTpsill, OCTaBasiCh, BCE BpeMs
psinoM c Heit. HaBepHoe, Torna Mamo3nHa BriepBble 0OpaTuiia Ha Hero BHUMaHKE, HO BO3MOXHO, 3TO
ObLIO elE B TOT pa3, Korja oHa 9k3ameHoBasa ero? Ceiiuac oHa ye He MOIJia CKa3aTh TOYHO, KOTra
9TO HAYAJIOCh, HO OH 3aMHTEPECOBAI €, M OHA CTaJla IPUIJISAbIBaThCA K Hemy. Celiyac oHa tymasia 00
9TOM, CHJIsI B HOTaX MX JIOXKA U IJIsIs HA Hero crisamiero. Jlaxke mocse Toro Kak oHa coOnasHiIa ero, oH
He HauaJl 00paInarhCs, BO BCSKOM ciiydae BHenHe Karo He m3mensiics. Ero cMmyrioe, pe3ko ouepueH-
HOE JIUIIO Ka3aJIoCh €l OYeHb KPACUBBIM, XOTsI OHA U TOHMUMAaJIa, YTO HECTIOCOOHA TeTieph OLIEHUTD €0
anekBarHo. [J1s1/15 Ha Hero, oHa AymaJa, 4To B KaXJOM U3 HUX OCTAJIOCh rOpa3o OOJbIIe OT JIIOAIEH,
YeM el IIPe/ICTaBIISIIOCh M TIOJeIaTh C 3TUM HUYETO YKe HeJlb3s1. A MOXKeT ObITh U He HY’KHO HUYEro
c atum aenatb. «He mymana, yro nocne Kaiita cMory momoOUTh KOro-to» — gymMaia Mamo3uHa u
TYT e yIMBIJIACh, YTO cama pU3Ha&Tcs ceOe B TOM, UTo BioOieHa. «Heyxenn He Bce 4yBCTBa e
ymepiu Bo MHe ?» Tpu AHS ¥ TpU HOUYM IIPOJIETENN KaK OfiHAa MUHYTa. VIHOI/Ia OHa NoYTH NpUXoAna
B ce0Osl 1 OCO3HABaJIa, YTO OHA yKe OUYEHb JIOJITO He IeaeT HUYEro M HA YeM He MHTEePeCcyeTcsi, Kpome
Hero. Eif Bc€ ObUIO MaJio, OHa HUKAK HEe MOTJIa HACHITUThCS UM. Eil Ka3aoch, 4To eciii OHa BHIITYCTHUT
€ro U3 CBOMX OOBATHI, XOTsI Obl HA OTHY MUHYTY, OHA YTPATHT, YITYCTUT 3TO O0KECTBEHHOE YYBCTBO,
KOTOpOe HanoJHsLI0 e€ ceituac. CKOMb3HYB K HEMY, OHA ITPUKaJIaCh CBOMM OOHAKEHHBIM TEJIOM K €T0
TeJy M 3aKpbUla IJ1a3a. Ternepb OHa yke U3ydniia Kakablid y4acTOK €ro Tesa, KaXAylo BhIIUPAIOIIYIO
KOCTb, KaXJIyI0 MBIIIITY, KaX/Ibli mpam. Ero Myckyucras rpyap Obula HACTONBKO IMPOKA, YTO i
Ka3aJI0Ch, €CJIM CBEPHYThCS KIIYOKOM, MOXHO OyZIET €l MOJTHOCTHIO yJIeubCsl HA HEHl, CIIOBHO KOIIIKE.
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EnBa e€ gpixanue BEIpOBHAIOCH, KaTo OTKpBUI I1a3a. HekoTopoe BpeMs OH Jiexal, IIsAAs B IIOTOJIOK,
MOTOM HecMeJIo OOHSIT ICBYIIIKY U TIPUXKaT K ceode.

— CoxMU MeHS Kperko! — He OTKpbIBasi I71a3a, MPOIIeNTaia OHa.

— 41 mo6mo Tebs1, Man! — exBa cibiHO poroBopui Karo.

— 3aBTpa, HaM MPHUIETCS BEPHYThCS, — TUXO CKa3aja OHa.

Tesno ero HaNpsIroCh, OH CMOT MOIABUThH B3JJ0X, HO MaM031Ha yke TTOHUMaJIa ero Oe3 CJIOB.
«OH BOOOIIIE HEPA3rOBOPYMB!» — MOIyMaJia OHa C HEKHOCTBIO.

[TpunogHABIIMCH HA €rO TPYIH, AEBYIIKA TOCMOTpEsIa eMy B IJ1a3a.

— Karo, s 6b1 Tak xotena! $1 Ob1 Tak xoTena 6pocuth Bcé! Ho ThI 3HaeIb, YTO 51 HE MOTY TOTO
cnenath! § Hauaa BCE 9TO U 51 JOJIKHA TOBECTH 3TO 110 KoHIa! $1 mpu3Basia ux, u s He MOry OOMaHyThb
UX OKUJaHUs !

Jluio Karto noteMHeno, HO ycusvieM BOJIM OH CMOT OBJIAJIETh COOOM.

— 4] nornmato. YToObl HU CITYIHIIOCH, ST Oyy ¢ TOOOM, — TUXO MPOTOBOPHIT OH.

Mpim031Ha ONSITh YCTPOMJIACH HA €0 TPYIH.

— Hukoraa, Hu oguH My)urHa, KpoMe TeOst He KOCHETCSI MeHs1! — MpolnenTaia oHa.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Korma Karo mpocHysicst Ha criemyioriee yTpo, Mamo3ruHa Obla yke ofera B CBOW MYKCKOW
KOCTIOM BOMHOB OTpsifia CaTom».

— Karo, s nomkna untu. 3aBTpa Thl OTIIpaBUIIbes Ha FOr, Habupath U 9K3aMeHOBATh TOTIOJTHE-
aue. C To00¥ MoeayT. .., — Hauajla OHa, IIOBEPHYBIIKCh K HEMY U, BCEMH CHJIAMH CTapasich Ka3aThCs
PaBHOYIIIHOM.

bricTpo nmogHABIIMCH, OH Hayal OeBaThCsA, OTBEPHYBIUUCH OT He€. [1aa4 Ha ero ynpamylio,
UCTICII[PEHHYIO [IIpaMaMH CIIMHY, OHa TIOYyBCTBOBaJIa ceOe HEYIOTHO.

— C 10060i1 moeayT. .. — BHOBb HaYasia OHa, TIIETHO IBITasiCh COXPAHUTh OCTATKU YBEPEHHOCTH.

— Her! — pe3ko orBeuan Kato, He o0opaunBasich.

JeBy1ika nmoonenHena.

— S mpukaxy HakazaTb TeOs1! — Ka0OHO MPOroBOPHIIA OHA.

— Kak Oyger yrogHo, moeit xo3siiike! — Karo ObICTpO ofeBasicsi, OH yXe HaKMHYJ Ha TUIeYd
KyPTKY, Korja Mamo3rHa BAPYT cliefajia K HeMy HECKOJIBKO OBICTPBIX 11aroB, OOHsUIA U TIPHKAJIACh.

— Karo, g Tak pa3zmskia! § ayBcTByI0, 4TO He cMory youTts e€, korma npuaet Bpemsi! Ho no
TeX TMOp TOKA 51 He C/IENAl0 3TO OHA HEe OCTaBUT MeHs B mokoe! f 3Haio cBoto MaTh! OOBSIBUB KOMY-
TO BOWHY, OHa CpakaeTcs O KOHIa, TIOKa He YObET miu He noruoHeT cama! TakoBa most math! C Held
HEBO3MOKHO JJOTOBOPUTHCSI !

OH 00HST e€ TaK HeKHO, M OHA TaK SICHO OLIYyTHJIA, YTO JIIoOUMA.

— Ilo3BosnbTe MHE yOUTH €€! — TUXO CKa3asl OH, IeJTys e€ BOJIOCHI.

Oma xaJHO OCMOTpeJia eMy B I71a3a.

— Tol cmoxems! ... Her, uto ecnu st Bo3HeHaBUKY TeOst otom! S momkHa HalTH KOTO-TO, KTO
CMOJET 3TO c/ieslaTh! — OHA BHOBb IPHIKaJIach JJOOM K €ro Tpyau.

— Iostomy, 51 xouy yaamuth Te0si Ha BpeMsi! DT1o caenaer MeHs cuibHee! K Tomy ke 51 He xouy
BOJTHOBaThCs 3a TeOst! 4 ...

— Ecnu Bol X0Tb, 4TO-TO 4yBCTBYETE KO MHE, [T03BOJIbTE MHE OcTaThesi ¢ Bamu! Eciiin Bl mo6ute
MeHsI XOTb HEMHOT'0, 3TO He MOXeT caiesiaTh Bac cinabee! — B ero cjioBax ObUIO CTONBKO YOEKIAEHHOCTH,
YTO HE TOBEPUTh €My OBbUIO HEBO3MOKHO, OHA 3HAJIa, YTO TOJIbKO KpaiHsisi HEOOXOAMMOCTh MOTJIa
CHeJIaTh €ro CTOJIb MHOTOCJIOBHBIM, M OHA C/1AJ1aCh.

— THI ocTaHenbes, — ¢ TSKEIBLIM B3JI0OXOM CKazaja Mamo3uHa.

— Crniacu60, MOsI TOCTIOXKa! — OTBeYasl OH TaKUM TOJIOCOM, YTO JIPOKb MPOIUIa MO e€ Tey, U
el HeCTepIMMO 3aX0TeJI0Ch OPOCUTh BCE U OIAThH YTAIUTh €T0 B MOCTENb, HO YCHJIMEM BOJM OHA
noOoposIa 3TO0 CBOE kKeJaHWE, U Pe3KO OTCTPAHMBIIMCH OT HErO, BHIIUIA M3 MajaTKu Ha Bo3ayx. C
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MuHYTY KaTto cTosin HermogBMIKHO, MOKa €€ TeTyIo He OCTBUIO Ha ero pyKax, OTOM B3s1T MU U BBIIIIE
CJIEJIOM.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Hounlo orpomuas apmusi Ceeproro KoposneBcTBa, BHIIIUIA K 3JIMBY U PACTIONIOKMUIACH HA €T0
MIPOTUBOIIONOKEHHOM Oepery. Terneps, 00e apMuu pasesisiia JIUIb BOAHAS IIaIb IMMPHUHON He Oosiee
TpéxcoT MeTpoB. EaBa B301110 conmHue, Mamo3rHa B, OKpYKEHUH [OYTH JECSATKA CBOUX IICOB, JIMIA
KOTOPBIX yXe TOJHOCTHIO 3aKpbIBajia Yellys, CTosiIla Ha Oepery 3ajvBa, MPUCTATBHO BIVISABIBASCH
B TOKPBITHI TYMaHOM IPOTHUBOIONOXKEHHBIN Oeper. OnHa MbIC/Ib 3aHUMasa e€, ecTh JI TaM, OyK-
BAJILHO B I11are OT He€ e€ 3JIeNIIniA Bpar, e€ Marh.

— Mbamo3uHa-can! — OKJIMKHYJT €€ MOJIO/ION, HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHBIN TOJIOC.

OO0epHYBIINCH, IeBYIIIKa YBHU/IEA Iepes] COOO0N IOHOIITY ITOUTH MOAPOCTKA M HA CEKYH/Iy MoTe-
psiia jap peum.

— Taxkemm-can! — TOJIBKO ¥ CMOTJIa BHITOBOPHUTH OHA.

IOnoma yneionyncs.

— Her, rocnioxxa! Mens 30ByT Caroma [eiiuu! Takerm — Mo oterr.

— Heitun! — Mamo3uHa 6pocuiiack K HeMy U OOHSITa CHJIBHO CMYIIEHHOTO TAaKMM HEOXKHJ1aH-
HBIM TIpOsiBJIeHHeM HexxHocTH [leiun. [leBynika oOpaTvia BHUMaHUE, YTO 3a IMOYTH YEThIpE Tofia, B
TeUeHHEe KOTOPHIX, OHU HE BUJICJTUCh, OH CHJTBHO BBHIPOC M TeTIeph He TOJIBKO JIMIIOM, HO ¥ CJIOXKEHHEM
CTaJl HAIOMHMHAThH CBOETO OTIIA.

— T'ocnioxxa, Mano3uHa! — pacTepstHHO MPOOOPMOTAT OH.

— Kakas s te6e, rocnoxa! — cmesich, OTBeUaa JIeByIIKa.

— IToMHMIIB, KaK TH Ha3bIBa MeHsI MaI-TsH?

— Ipoctute! — cmymEéHHO MporoBopuit Jleiiun ¥ MoK pacHel.

— ¢ mpumén cpaxarbcst BMecTe ¢ Bamu, rocroxa! — cepb€3HO J100aBHIT OH.

— TBoii Meu! — ¢ BosiHEHHEM pousHecaa Masmo3uHa.

— 9t10 Meu Moero otia! OH MmoKa TSKEN 1Sl MeHsl, 1a 51 ¥ OJIM3KO TOKa He JOCTUT €ro ypOBH:!
Bcé 4uto 51 X0uy ceiyac, 3T0 XOTh HEMHOTO TPUOTM3UTLCS K HEMY !

— 3aBTpa y TeOs OyaeT Takas BO3MOXHOCTB! [T MEHSI 4eCTh Cpa)kaTbCs PAJOM C CBIHOM
Takemu-cama! — cepb€3HO ckazajia Ma.

— Takemm-cama 3ameHmT MHe OTIa! Y MeHs He ObUIO uesioBeka OJvke, YeM OH!

— YiKe CKOpO MBI CMOKEM OTOMCTUTB! — CTOSI Ha Oepery IUIeYoM K Tuledy OHM CMOTpPENIU Ha
MIPOTHBOTMIONIOKEHHBIN Oeper, BeCh MOKPHITHINA TOTHUMABIIUMCS KBEPXY JILIMOM KOCTPOB, U3 Jiarepsi
CeBepHoli apMuM.

— Ona tam? — Tuxo cnpocuia Jlenuu.

— ¢l Hagetock, — MpayHO OTBeuaia Mamo3uHa.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

— OT TBOMX YCICIIHBIX JCHCTBUH 3aBUCUT Hata nodena! — MajTio3rHa NHITIMBO 3ariisiIbiBaja
B 71a3a Jlefiun CHU3Y BBepX, OH OB ITOYTH HA TOJIOBY BHIIIE HEE.

— 41 ve nonBeny Bac, Man-can! — ciokoiiHO OTBEYas I0HOIIIA.

Houp Obuta Ge3/yHHOM, M Jake BOJa 3ajMBa He CBepKasa, Kak OObIYHO PeJKUMU cepeOpu-
cThiMU OnkamMu. Bosbiive, HacTieX CKOJIOUEHHBIE TJIOTHI, PACKAYMBAJIMCh HA BOJIHAX, JIOIIAAH UCITY-
raHHO PKaJId, IIEPeCTymasi C HOTY Ha HOTY, HAUMHAJICS OTJIMB, ¥ TEUSHHE JIOJKHO OBUTO TTOMOYb KOH-
HUIIE TI0/1 KOMaHAoBaHUeM [leium OBICTPO MepernpaBUTLCS HA APYTrou Oeper.

— 4 paccunthiBa Ha TeOsi! — IOHOIIA KUBHYJI M OBICTPO MOMIEN K OnmvokaiiieMy rioty. [lepe-
paBa HavasIach. «Eciy MM ygacTcs He3aMeTHO MepenpaBUThCs Ha JPyroi 6eper, 3aBTpa Mbl JOJIKHBI
noOeauTh!» — nomymana Mamo3uHa, misasa emy Beiea. Eme monro ona crosuia Ha Oepery, DIsas Ha
vcue3aloniyie B HelTpOIJIsiIHON ThMe IJIOThL. HakoHeI[ TpeBOKHOE pikaHue JIOMIAIeH 3aTUXJIO BO ThMeE.
3a e€ criuHOM 1IeBeNbHYJIach orpomMHas TeHb. [lomomén Karo, 6eciryMHO BO3HUKHYB M3 TEMHOTHI,
BCTAJI PSAZIOM C Hel, 4yTh M03a/IH.
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OH Momyan, HO OT Hero MCXOAMIJIO Takoe OOBOJIAKMBAIOIIEe €€ TeIUIo, YTO TeJO €€ HEBOJIBHO
MOKPBLIOCh Mypaiukamu. CriesiaB MajeHbKUI 1IaKOK Ha3ajl, OHa MpUKajach CIIMHOM, 3aTBUIKOM K
ero rpynu. CekyHIy OH KoJeOasicsi, HO 3aTeM ero JJIMHHbIE CUJIbHbIE PYKU OOBWIIM €€ TeJlo, CAABHIIH,
MOYTH 10 OOJIH.

— Kato! V Hac ectb emié jBa yaca! — TOMHO Mpolentasna oHa.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

BowHbl 000MX CTOPOH Pa3OIUIMCh B CTOPOHBI, OCBOOOXAast TIOCPE MOCTa CBOOOIHOE TPO-
CTPaHCTBO, B KOTOpoe U3 psijioB Boiick CeBepHoro KoponeBcTBa BBICTYNNII OTPOMHBIN, MOKPBITHIN
YEPHOH YelIyEN BOUH.

— Bor 3HauWT, YTO MpUTOTOBMJIA MHE MOSl MaTh! — mpoOopMoTana MaM03MHA, BBIXOAS
HaBCTpeuy YEPHOMY BOMHY. UTO-TO BO BCel €ro (purype mokasajoch €l CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM, IOJY-
3a0BITHIM BOCIIOMUHAHUEM W3 JIETCTBA. B 0OOM cilyyae 3TOT acap He JOIKeH ObUI CTaTh Cepbes-
HBIM IIPENATCTBUEM 1151 He€. TaM 3a MOCTOM, OY€Hb JAJIEKO, IEBYIIKA BU/IENA CBOIO MaTh, CUJSAIIYIO
Ha CBEPKAIOIIIEM 30JI0TOM U JParolieHHbIMU KAMHSIMU TPOHE B OKPYKEHUU CBOMX MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX
TEJIOX paHUTeJIel, OHA YJIbIOAIach OECIEYHO M CAMOIOBOJIBHO, POH HAKJIOHWIACHh K HEW M UTO-TO CKa-
3aja, 006e oHU 3acMesuch. «OHa MoHas qypa, ecli AyMaeT, 4TO KaKOW-TO acap CMOXET OCTaHO-
BUTbh MEH:!» — pazapaxeHHO nogymaia Mamo3uHa. [IpucranbHO nocMoTpesia oHa B I71a3a CBOEMY
MPOTHBHUKY. «BBIHH CBOM Meu M TOKOHYU C COOOM!» — MBICJICHHO TpHKa3ajia OHa eMy, HO acap
naxe OpOBbIO HE MOBEIN, JEBYIIKA OLIYTHUJIA KaKylo-TO CTeHY, CTOSIBIIYIO Tepel] Hell Ha MyTH K ero
CO3HaHUIO. «IJTO OyIeT HEMHOT'O CJIOKHEee, YeM s Jymasa!» Mamo3iHa oOHaxXuIa Med U IBUHYJIACh
HaBcTpeuy Y€pHOMY BoMHY. OH CTOsUI, CKPECTUB Ha IPYIU PYKH U IJIs1/151 HA HE€ HUYEro He BhIpakalo-
MU KENTHIMU I71a3aMu. Torna oHa, He 1aBasi eMy OIIOMHUTBCS, CTPEMHTENILHO OPOCHUIIaCh Ha HETro
CJIOBHO MaJieHbKasi cepeOpsiHasi MOHUSI. BBIOpOCHB BIiepEn pyKy ¢ MeUOM, HaHec/la OHa HeOTpas3u-
MBII JJOTOJIE HUKEM YAAp, C YIOBJIETBOPEHUEM OXHKJasl 3ByKa pacCeKaeMou IIOTH, OIHAKO BMECTO
3TOrO JIe3BME €€ Meya pa3pe3aslo BO3/AyX, YEPHBI BOMH CXBAaTUJI €€ PyKOW 3a rOpJiO Y OTLIBBIPHYJI
1poyb. TOYHO MYIIMHKA MpoJieTeia OHA MOYTU JECATh METPOB U C TPYJOM M3BEPHYBIIKCH, CyMea
MPU3EMJIUTBCSL Ha HOTU. Pa3Benst B CTOpOHBI pyKHM, yA€pKajla OHA paBHOBECHE M KOIJa MOJHsIA
T'OJIOBY, BCE JIMIIO €€ y:Ke ObUIO MOKPBITO TAKOM K€ UelryEi, Kak v y acapa. biieqHbIi 1 permTebHbIiI
Karo yxe crosiin psaom ¢ Heid, 3akpbiBasi €€ coOoi. EE mchl pelyaiyu rotoBble OpOCUTHCS HA 3aIUTY
CBOEH IOCIOXH, HO JBM)KEHUEM PYKH OHA ylepkaja uX.

— Bepnuce Hazag u croii Tam! — pe3ko npukasana Mai, gaxe He B3MIsAHYB Ha Karo.

—Iloxkamyiicra! — eqBa CIBIIIHO 100aBUIa OHA U OH MOBUHOBAJICSI.

VipiOka TpoHy/a e€ MeTaUIM4YecKue TyObl, HO B CIIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYH/y JeBYIIKE CHOBA IpU-
IIJIOCh MPHITaTh B CTOPOHY, MHAUe YEPHBIN BOUH pa3pyou1 Obl e€ mornosam. He ycrena oHa BoccTaHo-
BUTb CTOHKY, KaK €€ IPOTUBHUK yXKe CHOBA ObLT PSIIOM, €ro YEPHBIN MeU ¢ HEBEPOSITHON OBICTPOTOM
PAacCEK BO3AYX y caMoro e€ uiia. Maso3ruHa MeTanach 1o MOCTY YBOPAUMBASCh OT €I'0 YIapOB, IaBHO,
a MOXeT OBITh M HUKOTJa He TOHSUM e€ Tak. [louemy-To eil BCHOMHUJIUCH €€ MepBble TPEHUPOBKH C
OTIIOM, B TO BpeMsI KOI/Ia OHa TOJILKO OOpeTasia CBOIO CHITY, HO ceituac oHa Obula CHJTbHA, CUJTbHA KaK
HUKOIJa U, TEM HE MEHee, HUYEero He MOIJa TPOTUBONOCTaBUTh CBOEMY Bpary. OTIIPbIrHYB AaJIEKO
B CTOPOHY, M3 OCTaHOBWJIACh TSIKEJO Jpbliia. YEpHBI BOMH CTOSUI MPOTUB HEE, HETIOKOJIEOUMBIH,
CTpAIIIHBIH, JIeBYIIKE MOKa3aJ0Ch, YTO Ha ero 0e300pa3HoOM JuIle MosiBIIach yibioka. «Hy, 3To He
BCE elE!» — MojlyMasa OHa C sIPOCTHBIM MCCTYILJIEHWEM. B TO ke MrHOBEHME HOTH JIEBYIIKYU CJIOBHO
CpOCIIUCh, TIPEBPATUBIINCH B [UIMHHBIN, TIOXOKUI HA 3MEMHBIN XBOCT. KocTu e€ uiia BHTSHY/IHCH,
roJIoBa CTasa MoXOXel Ha 3MenHyI0, 3yObl YAJMHUINCH, IPEBPATHBIINCH B KJIbIKKM. Kato 3ameTn,
YTO JIeKaBIIKE HA MOCTY MEPTBBIE TeJla MCUE3/H, BUAMMO MAJTI031HA MOTJIOTHIA UX, YTOOBI UCIIOJb-
30BaTh, KaK CTPOUTEIIbHBIN MaTepHa 1j1sl CROEro HOBOro Tena. Ternepb oHa CKOJIb3UIIa MO OETOHHBIM
TUTMTaM MOCTa C HEBEPOSITHOM, TIOUTH HE Pa3InIUMOi OOBIYHOMY IJ1a3y CKOPOCTHIO. [IpUIogHSBIINCH
Ha XBOCTE, TOYHO TMUTaHTCKasi KoOpa, JAEBYIIKA CTPEMHTENILHO, KaK CTpesa Opocuack Briepén. Yép-
HBI BOMH CTOSUT HETIOIBUKHO BIOJIOOOPOTA K HEH.
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«5l mobequnal» — ycrena mogymars oHa. B cieayroniyio cekyHy e€ Med OTIeTel JaieKo B CTO-
POHY, OT IIeva J1o Oefipa e€ Jelrys oKka3zaaach pa3pyOeHHOM, OoHa OblIa OTOpOIIIeHa, MPOYb TUKOW
CTpAIIIHOU cujIor. BecroMoIIHo jiexkalia OHa y MOPy4YHEeN MOCTa, 3MEMHBIN XBOCT PACCHINIAJICS U CTAIU
BUJIHBI €€ CTPOMHBbIE HOTH ¢ 00OIPaHHBIMU KOJIEHKAMH, YelTysi OTBAIMBANIACh C €€ JuIa OOJbIIUMU
HEpOBHbBIMU KycKamu. E€ mchl 3acThuli CKOBaHHBIE yAuBJIeHUEM U cTpaxoM. C TpyaoM nogHsia
OHa I'0JIOBY, BBIILTIOHYJIA TEMHYIO, COJIOHOBAaTYI0 KpOBb, HAIIOJHUBUIYIO €€ pOoT. YEpHBIN BOUH CTOSU
PSIIOM U CMOTpeJ Ha He€, B ero ria3ax He ObUI0 HM HEHaBHUCTH, HU 3710cTH. OH 3aHéc mMed, Maimo-
3MHA HE MOIJIa OTBECTH B3IJIsia OT Y€pHoro Jje3us. Ceituac OHa BIPYT MOHsLIA, YTO OUIYIIAIA BCe
€€ IPOTHUBHUKY, 32 CEKYH]y O TOrO KaK NaJajv MOpaXEHHbIE €€ MEUOM. YCUIIMEM BOJIM JEBYIIKA
3acTaBmiIa ce0sl He 3aKpbITh I71a3a U B TOT MOMEHT, KOrJja CTaJlb JOJDKHA ObUIa BITUTHCS B €€ TeJo,
BbICOKas1 (purypa Karo Bo3HUKIIa BIPYT MeK1y HUIMH, IPUHSAB Ha ceOs yaap 4€pHOro BonHa. Jlesue
pa3pyomIIo ero ot Iuieya o4ty 10 cepeauHbl rpyau, Karo 3axpuriesn, HO BCE ke CMOT BOH3UTh CBOM
Med B I'pyllb CBOETO MPOTHBHUKA. YAApOM KOTTUCTOM PYKHM BOMH OTLIBBIPHYJI IOHOIIY B CTOPOHY,
BBITAIIIMJI €70 MeU U3 CBOEH TPyAu U, IepesIOMHB €ro, HaaBoe Opocri cede Moj HOTH, HO KOTrAa OH
TIOJTHSLJT TOJIOBY, TIEPE/l HUM YK€ CHOBA CTOsiIa MOKPBITast CTAJIbHOM uennyéid MamosuHa. [TpaBas pyka
BOMHA, CKMMABIIIAsi MeU yrajia OTCeYEHHasi Ha OETOHHBIE TUTUTHI MOCTa, BTOPHIM YAApOM JIEBYIIIKA
OTpyOmJIa ¥ JIEBYIO PYKY CBOETO IMTPOTUBHUKA. BCE BOKpYTr HUX OBLIO 3a7TMTO KPOBBIO, YEPHBIA BOMH
MEeJJIEHHO U TOKOPHO OITYCTHJICSI Ha KOJIEHH, OH TOJHSUI TOJIOBY, TMOKPBITHIE YEHTyEl ero ryObl uTo-
TO IIENTAaJH.

— INokoiica ¢ Mupom, otert! — TOPAKECTBEHHO MPOroBopuiia Mano3uHa U pe3KUM JIBUKEHUEM
OTCeKJIa KOCMaTyI0 TOJIOBY U€pHoro BomHa. Emié cekyHIy oOe3riiaBlieHHOE TeJlo CTOSIO Nepe Hew
Ha KOJICHSIX, 4 3aTeM MOBAJMJIOCh Ha OOK, (hOHTaHUPYsI TEMION KPOBbIO. Besi OKpoBaBiieHHast u3pa-
HEeHHas JIeBYIIKa MOBEPHY/IACh K CBOMM BOMHAM. 3aMeTUB CHJIEBILIETO B cTopoHe Kato, o ropouics
CKPYUYEHHBII CTpaIHOi O0JbIO, JTy’ka KpPOBU HATEKJIa MO/ HUM, OHA PEIIUTENIbHO MOIONUIA K HEMY.
IOHo1mIa ¢ TpyioM noAHsAI Ha HEE HATIOJIHEHHBIE CTPaJJaHUEM IJ1a3a, B KOTOPBIX MOJIONAIUMCh KpPOBe-
HOCHBIE COCY/Ibl, CIIEJIAB UX MOYTU KPACHBIMHU.

— Kro 517 — cipocuna ero MamosuHa.

— borunsa! — npowentrain Karo.

— Tol moGurs MeHs?

— Ja!

— Toraa Bctanb U ciieAy# 3a MHOM! — cKa3ajia OHa, POTATUBAS EMY PYKY.

He criyckas ¢ Heé a3, Kato nonan et pyky u mogHsiics. Kak mo Bomie0cTBy KpoBOTeUeHHE
OCTaHOBUJIOCh, Y paHa €ro 3aTsHYJIach MPSIMO Ha IJ1a3ax.

— Tol mpuHa e XKML MHE! — CKa3ana eMmy Mamo3rHa, Tak YTOOBI 3TO CIIBIIIAN TOIBKO OH OJVH.
Karo cMoTtpen Ha He€, HUKOra ¥ HUKTO HE CMOTPEJT Ha He€ Tak. [IeByllika mo4yBCTBOBaJIA, YTO Kpac-
HeeT. «Bot aypa! Hamina Bpemsi!» — pazapak€HHO nogymalia oHa.

— Bnepén! — ckazana oHa, crpyauBIIMMCS BOKPYT HUX BOMHaM. 3aTeM OIyCTHB CBOM MCTEKa-
IOLUI KPOBBIO TATH, OHA TOIIUIa Ha BParoB CBOEM JIETKOU, PYKUHUCTOM TTOXOIKOU U B TOT MOMEHT
oHa OblJ1a HEOOBIKHOBEHHO TOX0%ka Ha CBOIO MaTb.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

Korna comnHile Havaso crons3ark K TOpU30HTY, CTaJIo SICHO, 4To apMusi CeBepHoii Koponessl He
B COCTOSTHMM OOJIbIIIe COMPOTUBIATHCA. HaéMHMKM Oesxau, rBapaus MOoYTH BCs Jiekasla Ha MOCTY,
YCTWJIasi €r0 CBOMMH MEPTBBIMU TeJIaMU, NIOCJIEIHUX BOMHOB Pa3pbIBaJIM Ha KYCKH I1CbI M3JII03UHBI.
BrenuBiics no6eieBIMMy MajibliaMy B OT/AENaHHBIE 30JI0TOM PYYKH IUKapHOro kpecia Koponesa
CY3UBIIMMHUCS IJIa3aMHM, B3Upajla Ha pa3pasuBllylocs yxe Karactpody. Koxka e€ nuna crana takou
ke ONeJJHOM, Kak U e€ cepeOpucThie BOJIOCH], pa3BHBaeMble ceivac XOJoqHbIM BeTpoM. CTosBIast
BIIEpe/IH, CieBa OT He€ PaH nmoBepHyiach K Hell U cKazaia:

— Mu1 npourpamu! Hac okpyxaiot, Ho Bpems y Hac ew€ ectb! HyxHo cnacarbes, Baiie Benu-
4YecTBO!
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I'maza KoposeBsl 3100HO CBEpKHYIH.

— Henaii To, uto nomkHa! — pe3ko oTBevaia Pura.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Hacrynun Beuep, 1 3TOT cTpalliHbIi IeHb OJOMIEN K KOHILY, TaKke KaK 1 BCe ocTajbHble. bora-
T ateép CeBepHoil KoposieBbl HAMOJIOBUHY PyXHYJI, BETEP Tperal KPAaCHYIO aTJIACHYIO MaTepUIo,
KOTOpasi, PaCTEKILKUCH O 3eMJIe, CTajla MocieaAHeN nocreinsio a5 Teaa borunu. Terno e€ co Bcnopo-
THIM KMBOTOM ILJIABAJIO B JIy’)ke COOCTBEHHOW KPOBH, TOJIOBA Jiekaa oTaebHo. Ha 3a0pei3ranHoM
KPOBBIO JIMIIE 3aCTHUIO BhIpAKEHUE OE3rpPaHUYHOTO OTYASIHbSI M1 MyKH, HEBEPOSITHO JIJTMHHBIC CBET-
JIbIe BOJIOCHI, pa3METAJIMCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI, B CIIUIIIEHCS KPOBU OHU OBUIM TTOXOXKH HA MEPTBBIX
SITOBUTHIX 3Mei. Psyiom ¢ Helt exano teno PaH, 4yTh moonasis Mcruaa takke 6e3 roioBbl, BUIAMO
OH TOKOHYMJI ¢ COOOI BMECTe CO CBOE XO3SIMKOM, a 3aTeM yKe CHMHEBOJIOCasl CBeJia CUETHI C JKU3-
Hbl0. Momnya, crosiyia Majmio3rHa HaJl TeJIOM CBOEW Marepu, MPUCTYIIMBASCh K CBOUM OIIYIIEHHUSIM.
CtpaHHO, HO OHa He OlIyIaia cefiyac HU M(OPUN U HU Jake YIOBJIETBOPEHUs. Y HOT e€ JiexKaso
TeJIO JKEeHIIIMHBI, KOTOPYIO OHA JIIoOMJIa OOJIbIIIe BCETO Ha CBETe, JKCHIIMHBI, KOTOpasi pacCKa3biBasa
el Ha HOYb CKa3KW, yTemasa e€, Koraa el Oputo toxo. OHa noiro Monwiachk Ha He€, Puria Obuta
s Heé mout borom. Huuero kpome ocTporo 4yBCTBa CoKajieHus1 M OOJN, HEe UCTIBIThIBANIA Cefuac
M>ni031Ha, OHa TIOHsLJIA, YTO HUKOT/IA He CMOIJIa Obl YOUTh MaTh.

— 3auem THI ciesaia 310, MaMa? — CKBO3b CJIE3BI MTPOIIIeNTaa AeBYIIKa.

K neit nogomén Jleiiun ¢ nepeBsi3aHHOM pyKoil v BCTal psiioM. Eil BOpyr cTasio Tak 1mioxo, 4to
OHa He CMOIJIa cAepKaTh ceOsl M yKe He CTeCHSISICh, MPYKayach JTUIIOM Ipyau Karto u pacriakaach.
N on 00Hs1 €€, Tak Kak OOHUMAJI TOJIBKO OH.

— Bbl He BUHOBaTHI, OHA camMa TakK pelinia, — THXO CKa3aJl OH.

Ha neGosnbiiom rHeioM xepedlie K HUM TIOAJIeTe)l OIH U3 TICOB MB3II03UHBI, BCE JIUIIO €ro
OBLJIO TIOKPBITO YelTyel, pyKH U Ofiek/1a 3aISIaHbl KPOBBIO.

— locnoxa, 1o opore co CTOpoHBl ApKaHa K HaM MPUOIMKAeTCs] BOMCKO, YUCIIOM He MeHee
TPEX THICSY KJIIMHKOB! — CIOKOMHO COOOIIMIT OH.

JleByllika MogHsIa Ha HEro 3aruiakaHHOe JIUIIO.

— Térka Karpuna! — npobopmotana oHa. Maso3uHa BbITEpiIa CIE3BI, TOJIOC €€ BHOBb OOPEIN
TBEPHOCTD.

— INomait MHe nomaap 1 codepr Bcex KOro Moxerb. Hy)XHO ynqapuTh 1o HUM ceiuac, IoKa OHU
Ha Mapllie ¥ He TIOCTPOMIIUCH emmé B 0oeBoi nopsaok. TemHoTa Oyner Ham Ha pyKy! Karo, Haiiau
Jliocu 1 npunum e€ Ko MHE CPOYHO!

OH He oTBevas, HoO M3JT031HA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH HE COOUPAETCS WCHIOMHSATH €€ MPUKa3s.

— IloToM Thl HArOHUIIL MEHsI! — e/1Ba CJIBIIITHO CKa3aJia OHa.

— BoinonHsii Mo# mprka3! — mpon3Hecsia OHa TPOMKO, TaK YTOOBI €€ CIIbIIIAINA BCe, TIOJIOXKUB,
CBOIO MAJICHBKYIO PYKy eMy Ha Tpyb, Kak Obl Jlackas ero. Kato B3aporaysi, mooiaeaHen ¥ OKOPHO
OTBETUJI, OITYCTUB T'OJIOBY.

— Ia, rocnioxka!

Mbao3uHe NoABENH €€ JIoIa b, OHA BCKOYWJIA B CEJIO.

— Heitun, 3a MHO#! — 3aKprYaia OHa, CPhIBASICh C MECTA.

— Jla, Mani-can! — emié cekyH/1y I0HOIIA CMOTPEJT Ha JIeKaBIllee Tiepe]] HUM TeJI0 YOUKIIBI CBO-
€ro OTIIa, 3aTeM TMOIHSLICS B CEIJIO U YKe He OIJIsIbIBasICh, IMOCKaKaJl Beyie 3a Mamo3uHoi. Pe3kuit
MOPHIB BETPa COPBAJI CTOSIBIIIKE €I CTOMKH IIaTpa, OHU YA C THXUM KaJT0OHBIM CTYKOM, U Kpac-
Hasl aTiacHasi MaTepusl HAKpbljla HEMIPO3payHbIM MOKpPhIBAJIOM MEPTBOE Tejio Benukoit KoponeBbt
Cesepa. Haj 3a/1MBOM CTpEeMUTEIBHO CTYIAIMCh CYMEPKH, 1oJie OMTBHI TIOTPYKAJIOCh BO ThMY.
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Anuzon 6. Bo3poxkaenne

Jlopora Obl1a HACTOJIBKO Y3KOM, UTO JJBE JIOIIAIH C TPYAOM MOIJIM pa3bexarThcsl Ha Hell. Mamo-
3uHa U1 Jliocu examu psAgom, 3a Humu [enun, Kato u ocraipHble IICBI, MpayHbIE M CTPAIIHBIE KaK
Beerga. Tpomna pe3ko NMoBEpHyJa BIPABO, U MPAMO Mepe] HUIMHA BO3HUK OJUHOKUY BCaJHUK, TAKOTO
OIPOMHOIO POCTa, YTO Ka3aJ0Ch, KPYITHbIA KOHb C TPYJOM BblAEpkKHBaJ Ha ceOe ero Bec.

— 3npascTByil, Katcy-can! — Hacmenumso nporosopuia Mamo3uHa. Be€ ke e€ npusaTHo nmopa-
3MJIO €ro CIIOKOWHOE yBepeHHoe B cede mio. Crerka pa3BaJIMBIINCh B Ce/ijie, OH CHIET B HEM Tak,
TOYHO HaXOZIMJICA 3a CTOJIOM B CBOEM 3aMKe B ApkaHe. OMH NPOTUB MOYTH MIATUAECATH BParos, OH
Ka3aJI0Ch HE UCTIBITBIBAJI HU MAJIEHILIETO CTpaxa WK OYEHb XOPOLLIO CKpbiBal ero. «Hukakas onexna
HE MOXET CKPBITh CEp/ILIe HACTOSAILEro BOMHA!» — nmogymaia Mai, pa3misapiBast ero 10poroi, oOmm-
TBIM 30JI0TOM ILJIalll.

— IIpusetctByIio Te6s1, Mamo3uHa-can! — ronoc Katcy He Jpoxai u He cpblBajIcs.

— Tel roToB K cMepTH? — € BBI30BOM cnipocusia ero Jlocu.

— Sl mpocTo ciyra cBoel roclioky ¥ TOTOB YMEPETh TOT/IA, KOT/Ia IPUKaXET MHE MOSI TOcIoxKa! —
CHOKOMHO oTBevas Karcy.

— Mos 1éTtka nocnana teds? — cripocusa Maj.

— Ia, rocnoxka FOku Karpuna nocnana MeHsi neperoBopuTth ¢ T000i !

— XOTHUTe HA3HAYUTh MECTO U BpeMsl OUTBBI?

— 4 npuiuén npennoxute Bam, rocnoxa Ma, coto3 ¢ roponoM Apkad! Mbl npuiiui cioza He
CpaxaTbCs C BaMHM, a OKa3aTh BaM IoMols! I rmpoity nporenus, 4ro mMsl ciierka onoszganu! Ho ecnn
BBl BCE JK€ XOTUTE CPaXkaTbCsl C HAMH, TO MBI TOTOBBI U K 9TOMY !

Mbmo3uHa yneiOHy1ach Ipo ce0s. «AX Thl, XUTpbIH Jivic! HaBepHsika y TeOst ObUIO TPH, 2 MOKET
1 OOJIbIIIe BAPUAHTOB, B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT TOTO, KTO ofiepxkai Obl ceroans nodeny! [Todeau most marts,
Y ThI TOBOPHJI OBI €ii ceifuac To ke camoe! OIHAKO Terepb OHM MOTYT CTaTh HAIIMMH COIO3HUKAMU
IIPOTUB UMIIEpaTopa MakoTo!» — 3TW MBIC/IM MOJTHAEN IIPOHECIIUCH B TOJIOBE JeBYIIKU. OHA MUIIO-
CTHBO YJIBIOHYIach KaTCy M mombexasia BIUIOTHYIO K HEMY.

— 51 paja npUBETCTBOBATh HALLMX APY3€il, 0COOEHHO, TAKMX KaK Thl! — IPOHUKHOBEHHO CKa3aJl
M>smo31Ha, oXUMasi €ro pyky.

— XopoI10, 4TO HaM He NPpUAETCS yOUBaTh APYT Apyra! — o0JeryéHHo BbIOXHY Katcy.

— OH xke n3 Apkana! OHu Bce npeparenu no ceoert Harype! Henb3sa nosepaTh apkaHuam! —
ycabimana Jliocu 3a cMHOM BOPYIMBBIA rojioc céryHa Takemm. B3gpornyB, oHa obepHynachk, 1 Ha
CEKYH]ly el TI0Ka3aJIoch, YTO OHA BUIWT 10331 ce0sl CBOETO KOMaH¥pa, HO 3To ObLT [leiun u ceii-
Yac OH ObLT HEOOBIKHOBEHHO IOXO0K Ha CBOETO OTIHa. [poXkb mpodeskaa 1o Teny AeBYIIKHU, KaXeTcs,
BIIEPBBIE OHA pasmisaena ero. [log e€ mpucTanbHBIM B3IVIAAOM IOHOIIA MOTYIMJICS U MOKPAcHEN.
Jlrocu yneiGHy1ack. Benen 3a Katcy mockakany oM B Jlarepb apKaHIIEB.

K ock ok sk ok sk ok osk ok sk

«HenaBnxky apkanues! becut sta mupyika! Ilouemy Mamo3nHa He pa3gaBuiia 3TUX rajioB!» —
pas3apaxeéHHbiil eiiun, Bblies u3 OOMbIION NMaJaTKK, B KOTOPO IPOXOAUJIO OTMEYaHHe BUEpaLTHE
no6ezpl. bosblie Bcero ero 37amso, 4To B MPa3HOBAHMM IPUHUMAIN YYaCTHUE U apKaHIIbl, KOTOpBIE,
BOOOIIIE, He y4acTBOBaIM B OuTBe. OOOTrHYB MajiaTKy, OH He pa300pasl B TEMHOTE M CO BCETO pa3Maxy
Hasieten Ha Jliocu, uyTh He COMB €€ ¢ HOT.

— Ax! — BCKpHUKHYJIa JEBYIIIKa.

— IIpocrute, rocrnoxka Acamu! — ckoH(yx)eHHO MPoOOpMOTaI IoHOMIA. YTOOBI YCTOATh Ha
Horax, Jlloch BLenmuiach B €ro pyKu, ¥ caM OH HEBOJIBHO TIOAXBATHJI €€, UX OOBATHS BCE HE pa3ku-
MAJIACh.
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— [Nouemy b1 ymén? — ronoc Jlrocu mpo3Byyas Tak HAPOUUTO HEKHO, YTO Yy Jleiiun nmoxosozaena
crnimHa. OHU OBUTH MOYTH OJHOTO POCTa, IPY/Ib JEBYIIKH B3IbIMAJIACh Y CAMOH €ro Tpy/au, MBICIH €ro
MEIAUCh.

— 41..., oHn MeHs OecAT! — HAKOHEll, OTBeYasl OH HE B CHJIaX CKPBITh CBOE pa3/ipakeHue.

— Mens toxe! lymao u Man He B Boctopre oT HUX! OHaKO OHUM HyHbI Ham cervac! [la g u
He Jiymaio, uto Majmio3rHa kaxaeT yOuTh Ternephb enie u cBowo TETKy! He 3a0biBaii, 4To Buepa Mathb
naja ot eé pyku!

— Ia, Bel ipaBsl rocnioxa Acamu! — mokopHoO orevas [eitun.

— IIpoctute mens!

— Ho 1ebe He 0bs13aTesibHO BO3Bpamarhes Tyaa! Xouerlb, s COCTaBIIio Tede KOMITAaHUI0? — He
IOKHUIAsCh OTBeTa, JIIoch B3si1a ero Mmoj pyKy  MoBesia 3a CoOOH Mo TPOITUHKE.

— Ila, mouTy 3a yecTb! — cMymIEHHO OopMoTai [leiun, yBIeKaeMblil IeBYIIIKON BO ThMY HOUH.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk osko ok osk

OHa 1oHs11a, YTO OH JEBCTBEHHHK, KOTJIa OH CMYTUJICS TaK CUJIbHO, KOT/Ia HEYMEJIO ThIKaJICS
MexIy e€ OEnep U 3araHuKoBa Obl, ecii Obl OHA caMa He HarpaBmia ero. TeM He MeHee, MHUIIA-
THBAa OBICTPO yIIUIA U3 €€ PyK, HE3aMETHO I He€ caMOl OHA MOJTHOCTHIO OMUMHIIIACh eMy. BoT oH
yXe OIMPOKMHYJI €€ Ha CIIMHY, BbIIIE MOAHMMAs e€ OEnpa, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa OIIyTHJIA BO3OYK/Ie-
HHe, HACTOJIBKO CHJIBHOE, KaK HUKOTAA B XM3HU. MeXIy HOT y He€ CTajio HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MOKPO
Y BJIAXHO, M OHA C TOCKOW TOIyMaJia, 4To BCE OBICTPO 3aKOHYMJIOCH, Korjga [laium 3aaépraiics Ha
Hel, BIaBIuBas e€ paropsiuéHHoe Tesio B pyToH. Ho oH okazasics cuiibHee, 4eM OHa NojlymMasia BHa-
yane. E€ npexHuil MykunHa, ObICTPO KOHYA U TYT Xke TepsiT MHTepec K Iporieccy, Ho [Ipitun oka-
3ascs apyruM. Jliocu yxe codrpanach UIMUTUPOBATh OpPra3m, YTOOBl HE pacCTpanBaTh €ro, HO BIPYT C
YIMBJICHUEM TIOHSIIA, UTO 9TO He HyKHO. [IpsiMo Ha e€ r1a3ax, MoIpOCTOK MPEeBPAIAICS B MYKUUHY,
HAYaBIIIero MOCTENIEHHO YyBCTBOBATh €€, HAIEJIIEro KaKhe-TO TOYKM BHYTPH €€ Tesla, O KOTOPBIX
OHa Jlake cama He nofo3peBaia. OH MO0 yXe UMl OIBIT, TMOO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO OBICTPO YUHJICS.
Kasxercsi, OH KOHUMII y’Ke TPU WITH YeThIpe pas3a, HO BCE MPOJOIIKAI IBUTATHCS B HEH, U IBUTAJICS JI0
TeX TI0p, MOKa YAOBOJILCTBHE, BIIEPBbIE B )KU3HU, HE HAKPBLIO, €€ MOKPHITOE MCTIAPUHON TeJI0. MokeT
OBbITH OCHOBHOM MTPUYMHOM, OBLJIO 3TO JIUIIO, TAaK IMTOXOkKEe Ha JIUIIO TOro KOro OHa Tak JIIOOMIa, MOXKET
OBITH 3TOT TAKOM 3HAKOMBINA BO30Yk natonuii 3armax Caroms Takemu. «3T1o ero cei! IT0 MOYTH TO
ke camoe, Kak eciii Obl 51 Obuta ¢ HUM!» — Tymasa JeByIIKa, U OT 3TUX MBICJIEH BHU3Y KHMBOTA CTa-
HOBWJIOCh TOPSIYO M CJIaKo. Jlexa psaoM ¢ HUM U TSDKEJIO Jplilia, OHa yxke He ObUla Tak yBepeHa B
TOM, 4TO OBbLJIa y HETO TIEPBOM.

—V 1ebs 3T0 BrepBbIe? — CIPOCHJIA OHA C 3aMHUPAHUEM Cepaiia.

Ha cexyHny oH 3arHyJscsi, HO CMOT OBJIaJIeTh COOOIA.

— Jla, — CMYIIEHHO OTBEYaJI OH.

Jliocn BBIOXHYIa OOJMErYEHHO, TIOTOM YTPOMIach Ha rpynu Jleiuu, MoNoXKUB CBOM KPYIJIBIi
NoIO0POAOK Ha CIUIETEHHBIE MAJTbIIBI pyK. E€ romyObie ra3a cMOTpes Ha HEero ¢ TaKOM HeKHOCTBIO,
YTO CepiLie IOHOLIM HAIOIHIIOCh TeryioM. C Hacna)JeHUeM BbIXaJl OH 3alax €€ CBETIbIX Pa3MeTaB-
IIMXC IO IJIeYaM BOJIOC, OHU MaxXJIv JIECOM, TPaBOM U LIBETAMHU U €IIE 3arax KOCTpa MpUMEeIIBaJICs
K HUM.

— 1 papa! — neByika yabIOHYIaCh, 3aIMIIACh KPACKOU M UTOOBI CKPBITh CMYIIIEHHE, TPUKAJIACh
eKoi K ero rpyau. OH ObUT ropa3ao MIIaiie He€, HO ceiiuac OHa COBCEM He ONTyIIasa TOro.

— Ckonbko Tebe net?

— MlecTHanuare.

— 41 crapie Te6s1.

— Hy u ut0? — pazapaxkénHo npousHec oH. [Jpoxb nmpodexaia ro crimHe Jlocu.

— Korna Tbl Tak roBOpHIIIb, THI TAK MOXO0XK HA CBOETO OTIIA!

— T mobuna ero?

— Jla, — OHa 3aKpsblia 1iasa.
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— He xouy 6onbitie roBoputs 06 3ToM! O6HUMEU MeHs1! MHe X0JIOAHO! — Monpocuia AeByIIKa,
MPUKUMAsICh K HEMY.

— 51 xouy npuHaaIekaTh TeOe! — mpolenTana oHa, mpsyva JMIO Y HEro Ha Tpyau.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk oskokosk

Boiins B cBor nokon, Caeko Opocriiach Ha KpoBaTh M pa3pblaaiach. B crnianbHe ObLIIO TEMHO,
YepHOTa HOYM OKpYyKaJsia € CO BCEX CTOPOH, TIOACTYTast BCE OMmxke.

— ITOro He MOXeT ObITh! DTOro He MOKET OBbITh! — 3aXJIEOBIBASICH ClIe3aMu, TIOBTOpsiIa ryoep-
Harop CesepHoro ropoaa. «Heyxkenu s1 6osbliie HUKOr1a He yBUKY e€?!» — B oTyasiHbe gymana Caeko.
Ternepb OHa COBEPIIIEHHO SICHO OCO3HAJA, YTO Puiia Oblj1a eIMHCTBEHHOM KOTO OHA MO-HACTOSIIEMY
mobwia. Y Takke oHa OTYETIMBO TOHSIIA, YTO OOJIbIIE el He3aueM JKUTh. PBIBKOM MOAHSIACH OHA
Ha IOoCTeJTN, COPOCHIIa Ha TIOJ TUIAIN U, BCTaB Ha KOJICHH, MOJIOKMIIA Tiepet cooor cBoit Céro. Caeko
CHsIJTa BEPXHIOI PACIIUTYIO CepeOpSHBIMUA HUTSMU PyOallky, OCTaBIIMCh B OHOW HIKHEH U3 TPO-
croii oTOesieHHOM TKaHu. OHa JOBOJIBHO, HEIJIOXO OPUEHTHPOBAJIACH B TEMHOTE, U ceiuac el He XOTe-
JIOCh BUZIETh TaKyI0 MOTYCKHEBIIYIO /7151 He€ ielcTBUTEIbHOCTh. COpOCHB pyOalliKy C Iuied, AeByIIKa
OOHaXWJIa TPYAb W KUBOT, 3aTeM MEUIEHHO BBITAIMIA KUHXKAT U3 HOXEH, U, B3SBIIMCh OO0EMMU
pyKaMmu 3a pyKosiTh, 3aHEC/Ia ero Haj coOOOM, BCE TeJo e€ HAIpAIJIOCh Nepe]] yAapoM M, B 3TO MIHO-
BEHbE OHA YCJIbIIIIAJIA TAKOM CJIAJIKUI, HEXKHBIN, TAKOW 3HAKOMBIH € roJioc.

— Yt0 31O THI COOUpaenibes aenarh, Caeko-TsH?

Tonoc mén u3 ryOuHBI KOMHATHI, U, Ka3aJI0Ch, 3arOJTHSLT cOOO0M BCe OOIMPHBIE TIOKOH TyOep-
HATOPCKOM CriajibHU. JIeByIIKa B3APOrHyJIa M BBIPOHMJIA KMHXaJI, BCKOYMB C KPOBATH, OHA OPOCHJIIAChH
Ha 3BYK 3TOT'0 roJI0ca M 3aCThljia opaxk&HHas1. B riyOnHe cniaibHu B BRICOKOM Kpecie cunena Cesep-
Hast KoponeBa. CepeOpucTbie BOIOCH €€ pacChIaluCh MO MyIe4aM, OTKUHYBIIUCH Ha CIIUHKY Kpeca,
Punia cHumana nepuaTky ¢ TOHKOW U3SIIHON PYKH.

— Puma-cama! — Tonpko 1 cmoriia BeiroBopuTh Caeko. ToporinBo, 60sICh, UTO BUICHUE HCYe3-
HET, OHA 3aXI1J1a amity, Ho KoporneBa HUKyza 1 He qymana ucuesats. Onexa e€ Oblia Bcs B JOPOK-
HOM TbUTH, Ha IIeKaX TPsA3HBIE Pa3BO/bl, HO 3TO TOYHO ObLJIa OHA COBEpIIEHHO kuBast. Caeko Opocu-
Jlach Tiepe]] Hell Ha KOJIEHH U TIPHKaJiach TOJIOBOM K HOraM Puripl.

— Caeko, netka He Bequ cebs Kak paObiHs! Thl ropa3ao Oosbliie 3HAYMIIG 1)1t MeHs ! — pa3apa-
*K€EHHO nporoBopuiia Koporesa.

— Jla, rocrioxka! — AeByIKa cujiena Ha KOJICHsIX Trepefi KpecjaoMm Puiiel, ¢ BoctoproMm peOeHKa
[JIs151 HA HEE€ CHU3Y BBEPX.

— Bu xuBbI, rocnioka! 1o uyno! Bripouem, uto s rosopro! i Bac HeT HMUEro HeBO3MOX-
Horo! — Bo B3rIsiie Caeko ObLIO CTOJIBKO OOOKAHUS, UTO JIMIO PHIlBl HEBOIBHO CMATYMIIOCH.

— 41 cmeprenbHO ycrana! [leBsAth 1Hel B ceasie! 51 3arHana TpEX Jomanei U coxpania CTOJIbKO
MIBUTH, YTO TeNepb MHe €€ XBaTUT Ha Tpu xu3HU! Ho BCE ke 310 Obu1o He 3psi! Onosfai s XoTs Obl
Ha rmojJaca u norepsiia Oul Te0s1! Trl Tak ObicTpo caaémmbest, Caeko! B Tebe HenocTaTouHO Bepbi!

— Ilpocrute, Bame BennyectBo! — KpacHes: 1 NOTYNMBILKCDH, OTBEYasa AEBYLIKA.

— ¥V 1e0s KkpacuBas rpydb! — MPUCTATIBHO M KAK-TO CTpaHHO Isiasi Ha Caeko, MporoBopuia
Koponesa.

JeBy1ika emi€ 6oblie MOKpacHeNa, HO He clieiaia MONbITKA PUKPHITHCS.

— Moé Teno npunagiexut Bam, most KoposneBa! — enBa ciiblltHO TpoIiernTaia oHa.

— 4 ceitvac xe pacriopsiKych, 4ToObl Bam npurotoBmiin BaHHy1o, Mosi KoponeBa! — no6asuna
OHa, TIOCTIENITHO TTOAHUMASICh.

Korga Caeko BepHynach B CBOM TIOKOH, TIEPBOE, YTO OPOCKIIOCH €1 B I71a3a, Oblia ofexaa Pulisl,
pazdpocanHas 1o Bcerd komHate. OO0HaxeHHass CeBepHas KoposeBa 3akasbiBasia BOJIOCH, OOEpPHYB-
IIMCh K JIEBYIIKE, OHA 3aMeTWIa, KaK Kpacka 3anwia e€ mEKU. «5 mo-mpexHemy xopomal» — ¢
yIoBJIeTBOpeHueM noaymasia Pura. HetopormBo mokauuBass O€apamu, mofonuia oHa kK Caeko u
NpyKaiach CBoel OOHAXEHHOH TpyAblo K e€ rpyau. Puiia Oblia Moty Ha MOJTONOBHL HUXKE TyOep-
Hartopa CeBepHOro ropojia, Kpome Toro, uto Caeko ObUIa TOBOJIBHO BBHICOKOM, U, 00/1a1ast )KEHCTBEH-
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HOH (pUTYpOii C SIPKO BBIpaKEHHBIMH (pOpMaMu, OblIa aTIIETUYECKHU CIIOKEHa, CTPOHAS, C MYCKYJIHU-
CTBIMHM, KaK y TUIOBYMXHM TUIEUYaMHU, PYKH €€ HATOMUHATIM PYKH CHIILHOTO IoHOIN. [ 151141 el B rasa,
U JlacKasdch, Puria ckazana:

— Tw1 yBepeHa, uro MHe crouT nomorath? Ceituac 51 motepsijia BCE, 4to y MeHs Obito! Most
apmus pa3OnTa, ropod ApKaH Ieperén Ha CTOpOHY MOUX BparoB, [I’KOHCOH mpefasl MeHs, a B MO€
KoponeBcTBo BrOopriauch oTpsaapl uMiieparopa Makoto. Beé uto cozgaBana s mATHAALATH JIET TOJ-
HOCTBIO Pa3pyIIeHo U 51 CHOBA BCEro JIMIIb MajleHbKasi cnabast ieBovka!

— Mos Kopornesa! — Bcst ipoka, oTBeuasna et Caeko, HecMesio oOHUMas e€.

— 30BU MeHs npocto Pura! — xkapko npomrenTania, rocnoxa FOku BOMBasich KaJHBIMU SIPKO
KpPacHBIMH T'yOaMu B TOTYOTKPHITHINA poT Caeko.

IMotrom Kopornesa yramnpia e€ 3a coO0i B BAaHHYIO.

— Tl Takas cunpHast! Tl OOHMMaeIh MeHsI KaK MyKUMHA! — IenTaia oHa, u3rudasich B 00b-
arusx Caeko. V3 BaHHOW OHU NEPEMECTUIIMCh Ha IMPOKYIO TyOepHATOPCKYIO KPOBAaTh, IIEPBbIE JIy UM
COJIHIIA YK€ MPOOMBAIUCH CKBO3b 3aHABEIIICHHBIE BBICOKME OKHA T'yOepHATOPCKOM CrHajbHH, KOTrAa
OHH, HaKOHEI, CMOIJIA OTOPBAaThCs APYT OT Apyra. TsKeno [pliia, Jekaad OHU PSJOM Ha CKOMKaH-
HBIX TIPOCTBIHSX, TS/ B TJIa3a Jpyr APYTY.

— 51 mobmo Teds1, Caeko! — nportenTana Koponesa 3ackinas. Beku e€ onmycTuimch, IpxaHue
CTaJI0 POBHBIM U CIOKOMHBIM. OCTOPOKHO CTapasich HE MOTPEBOKUTH €€ COH, CaeKo yKpbLIa OfIEsJIOM
OOHAXEHHOE TEJIO CBOEH TOCHIOXKH.

— Tenepb THI TOIBKO MOs1! Bosibllie HUKTO M HUKOTAA He OyIeT CTOSATh MEK/ly Hamu ! — IpoIIerI-
TaJia IEByIIIKa HE B CHJIaX OTOPBATh JKaTHOTO B3IJIsI/a OT JIMIIA CBOEH JII0OOBHHUIIHL. JKryuee xkenanue
OBJIJIETh €10 CHOBA 3aXJIECTHYJIO €€, He B CMJIaX CIIPABUTHCS ¢ 000, Caeko CKOJIb3HYIa TIOf, OJesI0
K Purie, nmoBenmTenpHO pa3aBuras e€ 6&mpa.

— Kakas 11 HeHachITHas1! — TOMHO nporenTtaia Koposiesa B nmomycHe, 1 BCies 32 STUMU CJIO-
BaMM CJIAIKUI ITTyOOKHIA CTOH COPBAJICS C €€ BJIAKHBIX IMOTYOTKPBITHIX I'Y0.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

CreMHeo, cepblil TyMaH TSIHYJICS BIOJIb PEKHM PBAHBIMHA MOK PBIMH KJIOUbsiMU. JIyHa BbIIIUIA W3-
3a 00JIaKOB M HEBEPOSITHO BHICOKHE, TOJABIISIONIME CBOMMHU pa3MepamH, cTeHbl CeBepHOro roposa,
Ka3aJI0Ch, MOZICTYITMJIM COBCEM OJM3KO K Jiarepio ocaxaaommx. becrensHo muia Mamo3uHa BAOb
KaHaJsa, TsKEble MbICTH oonieBaiu e€. I1IEn yxe BTOpoit Mecsil ocajibl, 32 UCKIIOYEHUEM HECKOJTb-
KHUX HE3HAUMTENIbHBIX CTOJIKHOBEHWH, HUYEro CYIIECTBEHHOro He mpoucxomuio. [IpuuéM B 3THX
BbUIA3Kax OoJiee Mpeycriesid OcaxIEHHbIe, HeXeln ocaxaonme. [Ipuxoauaock Npu3HaTh, 4To e€
iad ymoputh CeBepHbI TOpOJ TOJIooM, MoKa He cpadarbiBaji. [Ipomormkas WATH BOOIb PEKH,
Mpim031Ha poIIa MEMO MTOCTOB OX PaHbl, HUKTO U3 BOMHOB HE TIOCMEJT OKJIMKHYTh €€, U IOCTETEHHO
OTOIILJIa OT Jiarepsi Ha JOBOJIbHO MPUWJIMYHOE paccTosiHue. M TyT oHa yBHjena nepen coOol Kakyio-
TO (PUTYpy Mperpaxkaaolyio ei myTh. Purypa 3Ta nokasanach el 3HaKOMOH, BeTep B3METHYI OJ1ec-
HYBIIIME cepeOpOM JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, ABIXaHUE €€ TIePEeXBaTHJIO.

— Mawma! — npomwenrana oHa, 3aasixasce. [logoitnsa k Hell, Puna B3sina e€ non pyky, U OHU
TIOIIUTA BMECTe BIIOJb Oepera.

— 41 panma Bugets Te6s1! — TMXO Mpou3Hecaa Mao31Ha, STU CJI0Ba BHIPBAIMCH Y HEE HETPOU3-
BOJIHO, M OHA TYT e TokKajienaa 00 STOM.

Puria ynbiOHynach.

— Tl cpa3zy Bc€ nonsna?

— Hla, mourtu cpaszy.

— 41 3Hama, yto TeOst MHe He oOMaHyTh! Tem He MeHee, s OblIa yBepeHa, YTO Thl HUKOMY HE
pacckaxerin 00 3Tom!

— ¢ He crana paccrpauBath [leiiun, oH ObLT ONEP)KUM MECThIO. 3aUeM ThI TIPUIILIA, Mama?

— 4 mpocro cockyumsach 1o tede, JOUeHbKa! — JIACKOBO MpOroBopwiia Puria, ¢ HEXXHOCTBIO
s Ha Moo [leByiika MeTHyIa Ha He€ OBICTPBIN B3IVISA/, HO HUYETro He CKa3aa.
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— ToI Bc€ emi€ He mpocTuiia MeHs1? — npogokaia Koposnesa, npuxkuMasich K I0UEPU.

— Kak 11 mymaennb? — sI3BUTENBHO OTBeYasa Mo, OTOOBHUrasich OT HE€ M THIETHO IBITAsICh
BBIPBATh CBOIO PYKY U3 PYKH MaTepw.

— IMouemy TbI He GouItbest MeHs, Mama? S Mory Jierko youTs Teds ceituac! — mpojiokania oHa,
pes3Ko.

— ThI cama B 310 He Bepuib! Thl HE CMOKEIIb MPUYNHUATG MHE Bpea! — yipiOHyacs Pua.

— Yo 51 nOMKHA cienath, YToObI THI MPOCTHIIA MeHs? — T00aBMIIa OHA CEPbE3HO.

— To1 ke Boruns! BepHu MHe Bcex MOMX Jpy3ei, HOrMOIIMX MO TBOEW BUHE! — SI3BUTEIBHO
oTBevasa el M.

Puria 3acmesiiack, 1 €€ XpycTasbHbIA CMEX 3BOHKO pa3fieTesiCsl Ha/l TOBEPXHOCTBIO PEKH.

— V3Hawo cBoero myxa! Tsl BcE OOJIbIIIE CTAHOBUIIILCS MOXOKEW Ha HEro! — BCE emeé cMesch,
MIPOrOBOPHJIA OHA.

B TeMHOTe 1032111 HUX MOCTIBIIIAIMCH TSOKENbBIE [IaTH, CBEPKHYJIO HEBEPOSITHO JAJIMHHOE JIE3BUE
Meua ¥ OrpOMHBIN, CJIOBHO MOPT K3TCy mosiBUjICs B TOJIOCE JTYHHOTO CBETA.

— B cropony, Man! 4 yoblo 3Ty cyKy! — mpopbruait oH. Puiia MrHOBEeHHO cieniaa mar Hazaja u
CXBaTHJIaCh PYKOH 3a PYKOSITh CBOETO Meva, HO e€ T0Yb 3aCIOHIIA e€ COOOM.

— Her, Katcy! Ona npuiiuia mpocTo noroBopuTsb, st He 1am Tede youTts e€! Tol 3Haellb, 4To oHa
ropasfo crnadee Tedss! Her BouHy 4ecTd B TOM, 4TOOBI YOUTH TOTO, KTO crabee!

Katcy 3amep Ha MecTe, JIMIIO ero MCKa3uiia rpumMaca HEeHaBUCTH U OeCCHITHS.

— Vxonu, mama! — CIOKOMHO MPOroBOpuiia, Majmo3uHa He MOBOPAYUBasi TOJIOBHI.

— Ilpu cnenyroieit Hateit Bctpeye, 51 cama yoblo Tedst! — mo0aBuia oHa.

— 4 moGmo Teds1, eBouka Mosi! — CIIOKOMHO OTBevasa Puiia, yepe3 ceKyHIy OHa CKpbLUIach B
TEMHOTE.

— Tl coBepria 6ospinyio ommoky! OHa He momaauT Hac! Terepb MBI Bce TpyIibl! — youpast
Meu B HOXHBI, nporrenTtan Kartcy, xpuruio.

EnBa oH ckpbUICS BO ThMe, KaK B MOJIOCE JIYHHOTO CBeTa rosiBujics Kato u ocTaHOBHIICS Uy Th
B CTOpOHE.

— To1 BCE Bpems Obu1 371ech? Thl OecrioKOUIILCS 060 MHe? — cripociiia M3, PUCTAIBHO TS
Ha Hero.

OH Momyan, noxupas e€ ra3amMu, KOTOpble TOpeid B TEMHOTE, TeM CaMbIM HEYKPOTUMbBIM
OrHEM, KOTOPbIN €i1 TaK HPABUJICS B HEM.

— 51 moGmo Teds1, Kato! — ¢ mackoBo# y/bIOKOH TpOU3HECTa IEBYIIIKA, MOAXOAS K HeMy U Oepst
ero 3a pykKy.

— MHe Tak XOpoIIO U CIIOKOMHO, KOTAA Thl psiioM !

OH cynopoKHO B3/I0XHYJI, 1 OHA MPUXKaJIach K HEMY JOBEPUMBO U HEXHO.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

Karo Obu1 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MoMYaiMB. OH HHUKOIZIA He pa30pachiBajicsl CIOBAMHU M KaK HU
CTpaHHO, M3JTI031HA HE YyBCTBOBAJIA M3-3a 3TOT0 HUKAKOW HEJIOBKOCTU. OHM MOTJIH IIPOCTO TOJOJTY
MOJTYaTh, Korjaa oputk BMecTe. OHa roBOpHIIa, a OH CITYIIAJ, M OHA BU/IENA, YTO OH BHUMATEIBHO CITy-
1iaet eé, 4Tto oHa eMy MHTepecHa. B otmune ot Kafita, KOTOphIil OMyThIBaI €€, TOr/Ia eilé COBCeM
HEOMBbITHYIO, CBOMM KpacHOpEYreM, CIUIETaNl MAyTUHY U3 KPACHBBIX CJIOB, B KOTOPOHM OHA, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, COBEPILIEHHO 3amyTajach, Karto He nenan Huvero nogoOHoro. Bravane Mamo3uHa qymana,
yro KaTto nmpocto HeoTEécaHHbIN AepPEBEHIIMHA, HE MOTYIIUI CBA3aTh XOTsI Obl IBYX CJIOB, HO TeTeph
OHa 3HaJia, YTo 3TO He Tak. YeM Oosbllie OHU ObUIM BMECTe, TeM Jydille OHa MoHuMaa ero. Ciosa
JaJieko He Bcerjaa ObUIM HYXKHBI MM, HO M OH Ha4asl MOCTENEHHO PACKPBIBATLCS TEpes Hel, U 3TO
obU10 BoeOHo. [lo-mpexnemy Kato HauMHam roBOpUTh HEOXOTHO, HO TMOCTENEHHO PACXOIMICS,
I71a3a ero HAYMHaJIM OJIECTETh, U OH Ka3aJIOCh, IpeBpamiaiics B Ooibioro pedbéHka. Tak co BpeMeHeM
OH pacckasall efl Bc€ o cBoeil ku3Hu. Kak oTObIBa HaKa3aHUe HA UMIIEPCKUX PYJHHMKAX, KaK TOJ-
rofia MpocueN B KOJIO/IIe, Kak Oexall, Kak ObUT MOMMAaH U MOCakeH B KAMEHHBIH TOJBAJT, €JMHCTBEH-
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HYIO MaJIeHbKYIO IBEpPb B KOTOPBIN 3aMypOBaJIM KaMHSIMU. MaJTio31Ha Tenepb MOHUMaIa, 4To padoTa
B KaAMEHOJIOMHAX, ITOYTU IO, HpOBeHéHHbII;'I B OJUHOYHLIX KaM€pax, MpEBPATUIN €Ir0 B MPAYHOIO
H606H_[I/IT6J]I>HOFO THIIA, IIPHU TOBEPXHOCTHOM B3IUIAAE JOBOJILHO HEMMPHUATHOIO, C TPYAOM, IEAIICTO
Ha KOHTAKT C TEMHU, KTO OKpYy:kaJl ero. I Tem sicHee oHa MOHMMaJa, YTO Ha CaMOM JIeJie 3HAUUT 15l
HETo, eCJI paJy He€ OH TaK MbITAeTCS] U3MEHUTHCS U C KaXKIbIM JHEM JTIOOMIIA €ro BCE CUITbHEE.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Mbimio3uHa ofeBaiach MeAJIEHHO, TOPOIUTHCS ObUIO HEKY/a, ONISIHYBIIMCh, OHA TOCMOTpeia
Ha pa300paHHYIO MOCTeNTb, Ha KOTOPOU Jie’kKasl BHICOKHUI, MOJIONON MYKYMHA C JUTMHHBIMU, YEPHBIMU
CITyTaHHBIMU BoJIocaMu. OOHaKEHHOE TEJIO ero ObUIO OYATO BBHICYIIEHO, HU TpaMMa jKUpa, BIAJIbINA
JKUBOT, MTOYTH BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb TOJIOJIABIINM, OH, TEM HE MEHee, TaK OCTAJICSl PaBHOAYIIIHBIM K efie
U eJ1 CKopee Mo HeoOXomuMOocCTH. Ero mmpokasi MycKynucTtasi rpyb TOBOpUIA O HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM
cusie, BhICTyHamome péopa v NnepervieTaonecs y3aaMy MBI, AeIald ero MoX0XKUM Ha ajbIu-
HHCTa WM CWIOBOro ruMHacta. Koxa ero Obuta TEMHOM, HAIIOMUHAIOIIEH CBOUM IIBETOM OpOH3Y,
BCs1 JIeBasi CTOPOHA TeJia IOKPbITa YEPHOM, ONecTsIIer Yelnyei, ocie TSKENOoro paHeH!us Ha MOCTY,
BUPYC BCE-TaKM MPOSIBWICS U Ha ero Tese. [IpaBas cTopoHa Obula BCs MOKPHITA TPyOO 3apyOlieBaB-
[IUMUCS IpaMaMH, IepeXOIUBIIMMU CO CITUHBI Ha O0OK. «Bennsiit Kato, st coBcem n3morasia ero» —
MoJyMaJjia OHa C HeXKHOCThIO. [TouyBCTBOBaB, UTO Ha HETO CMOTPSIT, MY)KUYMHA OTKPBLI 171432, U, IIPH-
MO/IHSIBILIUCD, CEJI HA MOCTEJIN.

— Ipoctute rocroxa, — CKOH(YXEHHO MPoOOpMOTaN OH. JleByIlKa yabIOHYyJIach, BIE3/a C
HOTaMH Ha KpoBaTh, OOHsJIA €ro, MPHKaIach K €ro MIMPOKOW Tpy/u.

— Karo, Tl Tako¥l XopoImii, — JJACKOBO MpoirenTaia oHa. OH OOHsT e€, JUI0 TIOTeMHEIO,
YEPHBIE MBICIIHA OJI0JIEBAJIU €TO.

— 41 cmor 6wl cenaTh Teds cyacTmBoi! Boamm ot 3Toro kpoBaBoro 6e3ymusi! — THXO MPOro-
Bopu Karo.

I'maza Mamo3uHb! 3a01ecTeu.

— 51 6bI TOXXE OYEHB ITOTO XOTeNa, — MPOIIENTalIa OHA.

— 41 3Hat0, yTO 3TOrO HMKOTIAA He OyAeT! — ¢ Tockou mporoBopw Karto.

— baka! — TosikHyB ero B rpyap, Mao31uHa OpoKUHYJIa €10 HaB3HUYb.

— Baka! — orOpocuB B CTOpOHY 07IesiJIo, OHA OceJIajia ero Morydee teyo. E€ pyka ckonb3HyIa
ME>K/1y HOT MYKYHMHBI, TyObI IPOOEKAJIH 110 €ro IPYIH K BIAJIOMY )KUBOTY U HUXe. JIJTMHHBIE YE€pHBIE
BOJIOCHI JIEBYIIIKH PACCHINAIMCH IO €r0 )KUBOTY M OE1pam.

— On y Te0s 6oibinon ! — mporrenTana ona. Karo 3actoHat, e€ roioBa IBUTAIACh HAJT €0 MaXOM,
OCTpbIe HOI'TH BITHJTUCH B €ro O6&pa. BoiHa HeOOBIKHOBEHHOTO HAC/IAKACHHS OXBATHIIa BCE €0 Telo,
IIOTOM YJIOBOJILCTBUE CTAJIO CTOJIb CUJIBHBIM, YTO OH HE MOT Y€ HU O YEM IyMaTb.

BrITHpasi ryObl THUIBHOW CTOPOHOM J1aI0HU, M3JTI031HA BHIIIUIA U3 IIATPa HA BO3/IYX, CTPAHHBIH
IITyM HAIOJIHUBIIMNA BO3AyX NMPUBJIEK €€ BHUMaHUE. BOMHBI Crpyquiuch y oOpaméHHON K TOPOLy
CTOPOHBI JIAr€psl, BOJHYACH U NEPEIIENTHIBASACS.

— Koponera! Koponesa! Puiia boxectBennasi! — 1oHecCh 10 HE€ KPUKHU.

B HepBbeI MOMECHT, ACBYIIKA rogaymalsa, 4To ILOBGIIéHHaH A0 OT4YaAHbS MaTb pEHINIACh-TaAKU
MIPEANpUHSATH OE3yMHYIO BbIJIa3Ky, SIBHO IPO3MBIIYIO €l TOMHBIM nopaskeHueM. [lonpapinsist Mmed, oHa
TOPOIUIMBO IPOTUCHYJIACh BIEPE] M YBU/IENA, UYTO MOIBEMHBIN MOCT OITYIIIEH, ABOE BCAIHUKOB MUHO-
BaJIM €T0 U HCTOPOITJIMBBIM T'aJIOIIOM l'[pI/I6JII/I)KaIOTC}I K HUM.

— Mama! — B HeBOJILBHOM BOCXHMIIICHNY ITpoOopMoTaia Mamo3una. U npapna, Briepey Ha CTaT-
HOM Oesiom xkepeOiie Jetena Brepén CerepHast KoposneBa, e€ HEeBEpOATHO JUIMHHBIE CBETIIbIE BOJIOCHI
Pa3BeBaJIMCh 32 HEH IJIOTHOM KOJeOITIoIIeiics Ha BETPY BOJHOM. Bcst OHa cBeTMIach B SIpKOM yTpeH-
HEM COJTHEUHOM cBeTe. M3JTi031Ha B OUepeIHOM pa3 OTMETHJIA, YTO €€ MaTh yMeeT BHIOMpPaTh JeKopa-
IIUH JIJIS1 CBOETO TMOsIBJICHUS. «UTO OHA 3a1ymaia?» — ¢ yIUBJIEHHEeM JeBYIITKa OTMETHIIA PO ceOsl, 4To
UCTIBITBIBAET BOJIHEHHE, KOTOPOro, Ka3ajaoch, OHA JAaBHO yxe omrymana. Ceiluac OHa CHOBa MOYYB-
CTBOBaJIa ceOs1 MaJIeHbKOU NeBOuKoW. Pa3nBuHyB miedom tommy, nofgomen Karo u Beran, cripaBa
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oT Heé, OH IMOYTU Ha I0JIOBY BO3BBIIIAJICA Hald BCEMU OCTAJIbHBIMW BOMHAMM. HpOTI/IB CBOEH BOJIHU
Mbimi031Ha CXBATUIIACh CBOEH MaJIeHBKOM PYKOM 3a ero OOJBINYIO0 pyKy U cxauia e€. Kato He B3MIsHY T
Ha HEE, TOJIBKO CXKaJl €€ PYKY B OTBET.

— Omna xuBa! Dtoro He MOXeT ObITh! — pacTepstHHO TTpodopMmoTa [eitun. Bmecte ¢ JTtocn onn
TOJIBKO Ceiyac MOJIONLIN U BCTAIU PSAAOM C M3TIO3UHOM.

— Heyxenu Tb1 gymas, 4to e€ Tak JIerko youTb!? — oTBevasa OJIOHIMHKA C YCMEIIKOM.

Han Bcem narepem nosucia Hanpsik€HHas TULIMHA. B conpoBoxaennu Caeko Puiia nogsexana
K CTOAABIIUM ITPOTHUB He€ BOMHAM U OCTAaHOBWJIA KOHSI. HpI/ICTaHbeIM B3IJIs110M CBOUX IIOKOJIAAHBIX
r1a3 o0BeJia OHa TOJITY, Ka3aJloCh, B3I €€ MPOHU3bIBAJ BOMHOB HACKBO3b, 3aCTABIISIT CJIA0ETh UX
Horu. OJMH 3a APYTMM OHM Hayajll OIyCKAaThCsl Ha KOJEHHW M 4epe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKyHJ Ha HOrax
ocTayiuch Tosibko Mamosuna, Karo u e€ nicel. MpauHo, ¢ yrpo3oii cMotpesii oHu B Juiio CeBepHOi
Koponessl, He orBons B3misna. CneBa ot Man [leitun u Jliocu, Takke CKJIOHWIM TOJOBHI. «Jlaxe
HE CKaXcCIllb, 4TO en YK€ MOYTHU COPOK JIeT!» — ¢ HEBOJIBHBIM BOCXUIIECHUEM IIOAyMaJla JACBYIIKA,
7117151 HA MaTh ¢ HEKOTOPOU Jake 3aBUCThIO. Ka3asock, rofiel He BIacTHBI ObLTH HaJl Putieid, oHa Oblia
COBCPUHICHHO TaKOU K€, KaK 1 MMATHAAUATh JICT Ha3al BO BpEMA 6I/ITBI>I y TpéX MOCTOB.

— Pazpemmre MHe youTs e€, rocnioxa! — eipa CIbIIIHO poroBoput Karo, ¢ HEeHaBUCTBIO IS
Ha KoponeBy. Ero cioa BbiBeM MaJio3MHY M3 COCTOSIHMSI MPOCTPALIMU, OHA €IIE€ Kpermye cxaja
PYKY CBOETO MYXKUHMHBI M CKa3asia, 00paIasch K MaTepu:

— Yto Tebe HykHO, Mama?

— Yuraii, Caeko! — npukasayia Koposea, BbliepkaB CEKyHIHYIO Tay3y.

I'y6epratop CeBepHOro roposia, Bbiexasa BIepeN U, pa3BepHYB CIOXKEHHYIO BUYETBEpO Oymary,
Haydajia YuTaTh BO3BBICUB I'OJIOC, HACKOJIBKO 3TO 6BI)IO BO3MOkHO. Hanerasimit IMopbIBaMU BETEP, TO
MOYTH 3arjaymal e€ cJoBa, TO JAJIEKO Pa3HOCHII UX IO BCEMY Jiarepio.

— Mm1 Koposnesa CeBepHbix 3eMenb, Punia boxkectBenHast HactosiiuM 3asisisiem: 51, Koposnea
CeBepa, oji YbMM IMPOTEKTOPATOM HAXOAUTCS TOPOA ApKaH, CO BCEMH OKPYKAIOIIMMH €r0 3eMJISIMH,
Benukuii ropop joaeid, co BCeMU OKPYKaloLMMHU ero 3eMisiMu, Benkuil CeBepHBII ropoji co BCeMU
OKPYKAIOIIMMHU €ro 3eMJISIMH, a TaKke Bce OcTajibHble 3eMiin oT CeBepHbIX rop 10 Bocroynoro u
3anaHoro nmodepexbst, OTPEKACh OT BCEX CBOMX TUTYJIOB M 3BaHUI B MOJI3Y MOel fodepr Majo-
3uHbl! { mepenaio el BClo MOJHOTY BJIACTH HAJ BCEMU BBIIIIE MEPEUUCIICHHBIMU 3eMJISIMU U TPOIILY
no3BosieHus1 y CeBepHoii KoposieBsl pazpemuts MHe yaanuTbes ot aen! [pomry Benukyio CeepHyto
KoporneBy 103BoUTh CBOEY BepHO paObIHE OCTAaThCs 11 pokuBaHKs B CeBEpHOM ropojie y CBoeit
noapyru Caeko Cy3yku! Eciu ke KoponeBa mpumer apyroe periieHue, e€ BepHast paObIHS UCTIOTHUT
ero Oe3pOrOTHO U C OJIAroIAPHOCTHIO !

Caeko 3aKOHUYMJIA YUTATh, €IIE CEKYH/y OT3BYKHM €€ rojoca, Ka3ajoch, BUCEIH HaJ Jarepem.
B HacTynuBIIEe# oTOpOIIENIoN THIITMHE, 00€ BCAHUIIBI CIICIIWINCH U, MPUOIN3UBIIKCE K Mamo3uHe,
OIYCTHJTUCH Tiepe/l Hel Ha KOJIEHW, HU3KO CKJIOHHB rojIoBbl. CaeKo MOUTHTEHHO POTSHYIa Oymary
JEBYIIIKe, KOTOpasi CTOsIa, He OCO3HAB eIl TOro, 4To Mpou3o1nio. CBetisie BOIOCH Puiibl Beepom
pacchagich BOKPYT €€ KOJIEHOIIPEKIOHEHHOM (PUTYPHI.

— Bame BennuectBo, Bopota CeBepHOro ropofa OTKphITH 1jist Bac! — Tuxo u 6naroroBeitHo
npomenTaia oHa. Karo, a 3a HUM U Bce OCTaJIbHBIE TICHI OITYCTHIIMCH Tiepei MAMo3MHON Ha KOJICHH.

— Mos Koponepa! — ¢ Boctoprom misijist Ha He€, mporoBopr oH. Man B3siia y Caeko Oymary
1 Geryo nmpoOesxana HarucanHoe. Ternepb oHa Obla KoposeBoil.

— Kakoro Oyger Bame pemenne, most Kopoea? — oOpartuiiach K Heil MaTh.

— Ber MoxeTte octatbest mpoxkuBaTh B CeBepHOM ropojie, HO s 3ampernaio Bam nokuaats ero
rpaHuiibl. B ciydyae HemoBUMHOBEHMS, BCSI MOsI SIpOCTh 0OpyIIUThCs HAa Bac, mama! — k€cTKo ckazana
MbsmosuHa.

— Bbrnaromapio Bac, Bamie BenmuectBo! — ObICTpO cXBaTUB pyKy no4epH, Puiia momHecna e€ K
CBOUM TyOaM.
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— Bel MustocTuBHI K cBOel padbiHe! — jo0aBmia OHA, M HA TeHU M3JEBKU HE MPO3BYYAJIO B €€
roJioce.

— Pazpemute MHe, BEepHYThCS B TOPOIL, YTOOBI MOATOTOBUTH MOKOU /17151 BeTpeun Koposnessl? —
MOYTUTESIBHO OcBegoMuIach Caeko.

— Tol MOXeIIb UATH, HO 51 HE TJTAHUPYIO BXOAUTH B ropon! A mpuinmo Tede oTps U3 mATHIe-
CSITU CBOMX BOWHOB, OHM OCTaHYTCS IPU MOed Matepu. Bbl B CBOIO ouepenh B TeueHHe TPEX JHen
JOJKHBI TIOCTABUTh B MOIO APMHUIO TSITh COTEH BCaTHUKOB. Ocaqa 3aKOHYEHa, 3aBTpa Mbl BO3BpaIlla-
eMcsi B ApkaH! — ¢ TUMU cjioBaMy, Mamo31Ha IOBEPHYJIAch M B CONPoBOXAeHnM Kato OpicTpo mpo-
IIJ1a CKBO3b TOJIITY B CBOM ImAT€p. Puilia mogHsIach Ha HOTHM, BCE B3MIsIAbI ObUIM YCTPEMJICHBI HA HEE.
[Tpsimo nepen Hel crosin [eliun v B ynop Iisiaes Ha Hee.

— Heitun, 310 THI? ThHI Tak BeIpOC! — 1aCKOBO CKazasia oHa. He ygocrouB e€ oTBETOM, I0HOIIA
pa3BEpHYJICA Y TOUIEN ITPOYb.

— BosBparmaemcst B ropon, — CIOKOWHO ckasasia Pura, oOpamasce k crossieit psgom Caeko.

— Ha, most Koponesa, — 4yThb ciibliiiHO OTBevasa Ta. [logHsBimick B censio, Punia B nocneqHui
pa3 oOBeJa B3IVIA0M YCTpeMJIEHHbIE Ha He€ JIMIa BOMHOB. 371eCh ObUTM MHOTHE U3 TeX, KTO CpasKascs
BMeECTe C Hell el€ y TPEX MOCTOB.

— IIpommaiite et Mou! — 3aKprUvasa oHa, MPUIOTHUMASICh Ha CTPEMEHaX.

— [pomaiite rocnoxa, CTapimii Mactep! — 3XoM MPOKATUIOCh HaJl TONANON. TPpOHYB MOBOIbsI
cBoero KoHsl, Punia B corpoBoxaennn Caeko nockakana oopatHo B ropoa. Korga onu orbexanu yxe
Ha JJOCTAaTOYHO OOJIBIIIOE PACCTOSIHME, OHA CKa3asa, 00paIasch K CBOEH CITyTHUIIE.

— Buauinb, BCE npoliio, Kak s ¥ npejckasbiBaial

— Jla, Bame BennuectBo! — ¢ roroBHOCTBIO OTBevaia Caeko, IMOJIHBIM 000KaHMUSI TOJIOCOM.

Boiins B cBoit mar€p, Mamo3uHa ynajia Ha HempruOpaHHYI0 TIocTeb, Kato onmycTusics Ha 1o
y e€ Hor. [IeByIika BHUMATEIbHO IIOCMOTpEIa Ha HEro.

— A KOpOHOBaThCsl S1 MOTY TOJIBKO B fIMaTo, KOTOpPBIM 3aHAT cedvyac BOWCKAMHU MMIIEpaTopa
MakoTto! — co cTpaHHO#M yCMEIIKOW MPOroBOpMIIa OHa, oOpamasch kK Hemy. Karo yrpiomo Momdan,
HaKOHell, OH MOJH:T Ha Mamo3uHy B3IJIs/1, U TPOTOBOPUJT YBEPEHHO M CIIOKOHHO:

— 4 Bepny Bam fAmaro, most Koposnesa wiu ympy!

— Her, s cumkom nopoxy To6oi! Hukakas KOpoHa He CTOMT [UIsl MeHsI TBOEH kKU3HHU! — ¢
JIACKOBOM YJIBIOKOU OTBevasia MaJmo3uHa.

— INo3oBu ko MHe, Katcy, [eitun u Jliocu! — npukaszana oHa.

— [a, Bame BemuectBo! — orBeuan Kato, nomHMMAasICh.

K osk ok sk sk sk sk oskokosk

Nmnepatop oTrep TSKETYI0 OKOBAaHHYIO JKeJIe30M ABEPh B CBOIO CIIAJIBHIO U B OUEPEIHON pas,
ellBa He CTYKHYBILIICh TOJIOBOM O IIPUTOJIOKY, BBIpyrajics po ceds1. C camoro Hauasia, e/iBa ero apMusi
3aHsIa IMaTo M OH HaKOHEI-TO, CMOT' TOPXKECTBEHHO BbexaTh BO jaBoper] CeBepHoil KoposneBsl, ¢
MIEPBOIA JKe MUHYTHI OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 HEYIOTHO B OKPYKEHUM ITUX TSKENBIX, JaBSIIUX CBOCH
MaCCHBHOCTBIO CEphIX CT€H. YTIOPHO OHU aCCOIMAPOBAUCH ISl HETO C KAMEHHBIM MeIKoM. Vmrie-
parop, He pa3/IeBasich, YIErcs Ha OrPOMHYIO KpOBaTh, MBITAsICh MPEACTaBUTh cede, Kak Pulia nexana
31ech, KaKk OHa MpUAaBayiach JIOOBU HA 3THX aTIACHBIX MPOCTHIHAX. EMy Ka3zanock, 4yTo 310 Oymer
BOJIHOBATh €r0, YTO OUIyIas e€ 3armax Ha 3TOH MOCTEeNH, OH CMOXET BHOBb ITOYYBCTBOBATh BKYC K
KU3HU, HO ceivac He OIyIad HUYero, KpoMe HEeMpHUsTHOrO 3araxa BIaKHBIX MPOCThIHb, HE YyCIie-
BaBIIIMX BBHICOXHYTh 3a JICHb. BBICOKMI CBOTYATHIA MOTOJOK OTPOMHOM CHAJIBHU TepsUICs Te-TO B
TEMHOTE, 3aCTaBjsisi MakoTo 4yBCTBOBaTh ceOsl MaJIEHPKUM U HE3HAYMTENbHBIM. Bech 3TOT 3aMOK
TaK CUJIbHO KOHTPACTUPOBAJI CO CBETJILIMU HACKBO3b IIPOHM3AHHBIMU COJTHEYHBIMU JTyYaMH, ITOMe-
[IEHUSIMH €ro ABOPIA, YTO OH HEBOJILHO HAYMHAJ MOYTH (PU3MUECKH OIIyIaTh auckomgopt. OH
3aKpBUI 171232, HAZIEsICh TAKUM 00pa3oM M30ABUTHCS OT MPECIEIOBABIIETO €ro YyBCTBA pa304apoBa-
HUS U CTpaxa, HO €/1Ba OH C/IENIaJl 3TO, KaK B €ro MaMsITH cpasy ke BCIUTBUIN BCe HOBOCTH, UTO JIOKJIa-
JBIBAJIM €MY CErofiHsi ero MUHUCTPbl. Apmusi HoBori CeBepHoil KoposieBbl nepeliiia yepes ropsl U,
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MIOYTH HE BCTpeuasi COMPOTUBIIEHHS], CTPEMUTENIBHO ABUTaNAch Ha SImMaro. [lommnesHas niepeMoHus
KOPOHAIIMH, MOCHIENITHO MIPOBEIEHHAS UM Cpa3y IOCIe B3SATUS TOPOJa, He yOeauIa qaxe ero caMmoro B
TOM, YTO OH TeTlepb 3aKOHHBII MTPABUTEJb STUX 3eMeJlb. YIIOPHO 3alHUIIABIINE TOPOJ] KUTETH ObLITH
100 TIepeOUTHI, MO0 Oekanu, TMOO MOMPITATIMCH IO CBOUM JJOMaM U kJIaJId TOJIbKO YAOOHOTO CITy-
Yasi, 4TOOBl BOCCTaTh IPOTUB Hero, ux TenepernHero Koposns. EmE onHa mioxast HOBOCTh COCTOsIIA
B TOM, UTO CIIyXxu o npuommkernn apmur HoBoit KoposeBsl, pacnipocTpaHsuiich ObICTPO, CIUIIKOM
OBICTPO M BOJHEHMS B TOpOJie HavyalM Hapactath. BouctrHy nMrieparop Makoto uyyBcTBOBasT cebs
HEYIOTHO He TOJILKO B 9TOM JBOpIIE, HO U BO BCel cTonuie B 1eoM. MiMneparop mocrapasics pac-
crnabutbes. OH MOgyMalt O TOM, YTO HETJIOXO ObUIO Obl CHATH OJEKY, HO OH HE MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0s
caenath 910. EMy Ka3anoch, 4To pa3/ieBIIMCh, OH CTAHET MOJTHOCTHIO Oe33aimuTHeIM. OJMHOKAas cBeva
C LIMIIEHUEM noraciia, 1 MakoTo ocTajicsi B IOJIHOW TEMHOTE CIABUBILEHN €ro co Bcex cropoH. OH
JIeXaJl Ha CTMHE, BIIEPUB B3IVl B HEBUIMMBII TeTIeph IOTOJIOK U My ObLIIO CTPAIITHO MO3BaTh CIIYTY,
KOTOPBII MOT OBl IIPHUHECTH CBEUY, OBUIO CTPAIIIHO YCIBIIIATH CBOM JKAJIKUI CIABJICHHBIH TOJIOC.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk osk ok osk

TopxkecTBeHHBIN Bbe3[ B SIMaTo HaOMHWI M3IT03MHE BCTYIUIEHUE B ApKaH MOYTU JECATU-
JIETHEH TaBHOCTH, KOTOPOE HABEYHO OTIIEUaTasioch B €€ naMsTh. Te ke BOCTOpKeHHbIE KPUKHU TOJIIHI,
TE K€ CUACT/IMBBIE JIMIA, TUIauyIIye skeHImuHb. Ho ceifyac MMeHHO OHa OblIa IJIaBHOM reporHE
9TOrO MPa3AHUKA, 3TO K Hell ObUIM OOpallleHbl Bce BOCTOPrU M yroBaHus ropoxat. CTos Ha CTyTie-
HSIX IIMPOKOH JIECTHUIIBI KOPOJIEBCKOTO JBOPIIA, OHA OOpATUIIACh K 3allOHUBILEH OT Kpasi U 10 Kpast
TUIONIA b TOJITIE.

— 41, Koponea CeBepa, B HEOIIJIATHOM JIOJTY Mepe]] BEPHBIMU KUTeIAMU SMarto, Xpabpo 3aim-
IIaBIIMMH CBOHM TOpOJ M Jaxe TOTepIieB MOpakeHue, HU Ha OIHY CeKyHIy He MpeKpallaBIIuMU
60pbOy MPOTUB 3axBaTYMKOB! S Gmarogapio Bac! — Maso3rHa HU3KO MOKJIOHWIIACH TOJIIE, U, JOK/IaB-
IIKCh TIOKA 3aMOJIKHYT PaJOCTHBIE KPHKH, TPOJOJIKAIIA.

— D10 Hama obmas nodena! Mos 11e/1b 3TO CKopelilee 0OCBOOOXK/ICHUE BCEX HAIMX 3eMelb
ot apmuu Mmneparopa Makora u oOecriedeHre MpOYHOro M Oe30MacHOro Mupa IUisi BCeX Tpax-
naH Hamen crpanbl! Obelnalo BaM, YTO B ONvkaiiiee BpeMsi Mbl U3TOHMM 3aXBAaTYMKOB C Hallen
3emiu! Takke oOerrao BaM, YTO MIeJpO BOHArPpaxKy BeeX rpaskaaH SIMaTo 3a BepHYyIo CirykO0y HaIei
cembe! Bbl mosmyuunTe Takue rnpegepeHinm, Kakiux HUKoraa emme He 6put0! $1 Xody, 4TOOB TOProBiIs U
peMEcia mpoLBeTaIM B HAIIEH CTONHILIE, a )KuTenu Ooratenu! $1 mpeanaraio Bam u30paTh TOPOICKOM
Cogert, ¢ KOTOpBIM 51 Oyy 00CykJaTh Bce BakHeuIme aena ropoaa. Eme pa3 6marogapio Bac 3a Bep-
HOCTb Y MYKECTBO!

ITon xpuku «Jla 3npaBctByeT Koposesa!», Mamo3uHa BcTynuiia B IOKOM 1BOpLA, B KOTOPOM
BIIPOUYEM, IO CBOETO M3THAaHMS MOUYTH He ObBasia. EE miaru rysiko otgaBaiuch MOj CBOIAMHM 3ajia
CoBeta, OCTOPOKHO M HECKOJIBKO HEYBEPEHHO yceslach OHa B KPecjo, B KOTOPOM BCeraa cujena eé
Marth, 1 KOTOPOE CKOpee HATOMHMHAJIO TPOH, BO IJIaB€ OTPOMHOT'0, TIOYTH JBAIATH METPOBOTO CTOJIA.
He ycriena oHa eImg TolIKOM OCBOUTBCS, KAK MACCUBHBIE IBEPH IIMPOKO PACTIAXHYJIUCh U B 3aJ1 CTpe-
MUTEJILHOM 1oxoakou Boren Karo. PemmrensHo npocienoBal oH yepe3 Bech 31 K Majmo3uHe, He
oOpariasi HIKakoro BHUMaHHs Ha OKPY’KaBIIIyIo ero pockorib. [Tonoins k Hell, OH UCITPOCHIT paspe-
IIIEHHS U CeJl.

— Hy, uto?

— Apmust MakoTo OeKHT, 1 OEKHUT HACTOJIBKO OBICTPO, YTO MBI BPSIL JI CMOkEM B ONvKaiiiiee
BpeMs HacTUrHyTh ux! He yBepeH, uTo OuTBa BOOOIIE COCTOUTCS, €CIM MBI He OyJieM MpeciieioBaTh
UX JIQJIbIIE HAIMX FPAHMIL! — C YCMEIIKOM JTOOKUIT OH.

— Mmu1 He Oyaem 3toro nenath. [1ycTh BO3BpalaloTcsi B CBOM 3€MJIM, sI HE XOUY NMPUHOCHTH
Oe/ICTBUS KUTEISIM UMIIEPUY, OHU HA B YEM HE BHOBATHI!

— Kak npukaxere, Bame BennuectBo! — Kato nogHscs.

— Tol npuaés? — cripocuia Majmo3rHa, ¢ 3aMUPAHUEM CEp/lia, MOTSHYBIIUCH K €r0 pyKe,
T'MOKMM KOIIIAYbUM JIBHKEHHEM.
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— Jla most Koponesa! — orBeua, Karo 1iemnys e€ pyky.

— Heyxemu Tebs1 He mopaxkaer Bc€ 3To Benmkosenvie? Benp Thl HABEpHsIKA HUKOTA HE BUIIEI
HUYEro nogooHoro? — cnpocuiia Mammo3uHa, Korja OH yxke coOMpascst yiuTu.

IOHo1ma ornsaencs BOKpYr, TOUHO BIEPBbIE 3aMETHII, T11€ HAXOJUTCSI.

— [a, 310 Beyamisier, — IMIVIOMAaTUYHO 3aMETUJI OH, MTOKJIOHUJICS U BBILLIEI.

Mbamio3uHa yabpI0Hy1ach, OTKMHYBIIUCH B BLICOKOM Kpeciie, OHa 0OBeJia B3IISIIOM 3al.

— Brievamiisier! — nmoBTOpUMIIA OHA U 3aCMESATIACH.

K osk ok osk ok sk sk osko ok sk

— Crnienyiite 3a MHOM, Most Koponea! — Caeko 1u1a Briepe/ v, OcBelasi yXO¥BIIYIO BHU3, Oec-
KOHEYHO [IITMHHYIO KaMEHHYIO JIECTHULLY TYCKJIO MEPLIABIIUM (POHAPEM.

— Kt0 oHu Takue?

— 4 He 3Ha0, Bame Benmmuectso. HenmoHATHO, HOX0XH HA OOBIYHBEIX OAHUTOB, HO YTO-TO €CTh,
B HUX Takoe... 5 permia, 4to Bbl JOKHBI TOTOBOPUTH C HUMHU.

Hakonern1 oHu 3a1uiy B MaJieHbKYI0 KOMHATKY C ITOTOJIKOM HACTOJIbKO HU3KHUM, 4To Caeko eBa
He 3ajieBaJia ero royiopoil. [Toutu BCio 3Ty KOMHATy 3aHUMaJ OETOHHBIN KOJIOJETl, HAKPBITHIA OOUTOM
XKeJIe30M KpBIIIKOW. Ha 3Toi KpbllIKe CHeIH psAaoM JBe HEOONBIIOro pocta (pUrypbl B TEMHBIX
riamax. [Ipu nosisnennu Puiibl oHu Betauti. BiIoHIMHKA OCTAaHOBUJIACHh HATIPOTHB, PA3IJIs/IbIBAs UX.
Caeko noaHsiIa NoBkIIIe (poHAPh, HO €ro TYCKJIbIA CBET HE MOTI moMoub KoposneBe paccMOTpeTh X
3aKPBITHIE KAITIOIIOHAMH JIHIA. JIUIIb MX I71a3a CBETHIIUCh KPACHBIM OTHEM U3 TIOUTH MOJIHON ThMBI.

— Bo1 acapsl? — B y1mop, 71517151 Ha TOTrO, KTO CTOsLT Ovke, cripocuiia Pua.

Tor ycmexHycs.

— JloBOJIBHO OOMIHO, HAM CJIBIIIATH CPAaBHEHHWE C STUMH KMBOTHBHIMU. Pa3Be Mbl MOXOXKHM Ha
HUX, Bame BenndectBo? — rojioc ero Ol CIIOKOMHBIM U JIaKe IPUSATHBIM, a pedb IPaMOTHOM U pa3-
OOpUYMBOM.

— Otkypna BH?

— TI'oBopsT, uTO OHM NIPUOBUIM C MaTeprKa, — BcTaBmia Caeko.

— Ilouemy BBl XOTUTE IOMOYb MHE?

— Her HuKaKko# NpuYMHbL, — BCTYNWI B Pa3rOBOP BTOPOU MpPUIIIENIell, CY/s IO TOI0Cy, 3TO Oblia
JEBYILKA.

— Mpl cipiiany 0 Mamosuse. [JaBHO yxe He MPUXOIUJIOCh HaM CTaJIKMBAThCS C CEPhE3HBIM
MPOTUBHUKOM. MBI XOTHM y3HaTh, HACKOJIBKO OHA CHJIbHA.

KoponeBa ycmexHysace.

— XoTuTe cpa3uThCsi ¢ Moel 1ouepbio? §1 moBuIaIa HEMAaIO KealoHX MOOeIUTh e€ 3a MOCe/I-
Hee BpeMsi. HUKTO U3 Tex, KTo OpOCHII eil BBI30B, HE BBIKWIL

— TI'oBopsAT OHa KyTKMI MOHCTp. ECiM 3TO IEHCTBUTENBHO TaK, 3TO MOXET ObITh MHTEPECHO! —
BHOBb BCTYIHJI B Pa3rOBOP MYKUMHA.

— Ckonbko y Bac BOMHOB? — cripocuiia Caeko.

— Bce Hamm BoWHBI niepe]] BaMu.

I'y6epuarop CeBepHOro ropoja mpe3puTesibHO (PBIPKHYIIA.

— ITouemy BBl yBepeHBI, UTO CMOXeTe MOOeTUTh MOIO 104b? — cripocuiia Puria.

— IMokaxwu eft, FOma, — ckazas MykurHa, oOparnasch K CBoel cryTHuIle. Ta BICTyIHIIa BIIEPEN
Y BBITSIHYJIA MpaBylo pyky. CekyHIy ¢ e€ pyKkol Huuero npoucxoamno, Caeko yxe codpanach pac-
CMESIThCS, HO TaK M OCTAJIACh CTOSITh C OTKPHITBIM PTOM, IIOTOMY 4TO B CJIEJYIOLTYI0 MTHOBEHHE pyKa
JEBYILIKU BAPYI CTajla KPacHOM, IMOXOKEW Ha PACKaJIEHHbIN, TEKyUYUi METAJUI U HEBEPOSTHO YJIU-
HUBILKCH, TPEBPATIIIACH B KOMbE. DTO KOMbE MPOCBUCTEB B CAHTHMETPE OT IIeKH Puipl, ynapuio B
KaMEHHYIO CTeHY 3a €€ criuHOM. Kycky kaMeHHOW KpOLIKY MOJIETENN B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI U, BOT pyKa
JEBYILIKY CHOBA BEpHYJIach B ICXOJHOE COCTOSIHUE, OHA OITYCTUJIAa PYKY M OTCTYIWJIa Ha3ajl.

— Yo BB ceOe mo3BodsieTe! — B3opBaiack Caeko, XBarasch 3a Med, Ho Puiia octaHoBMIIa e€.
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— Jly1s1 neMoHcTparyuy O0JIbIIIEro, 3eCh HETOCTATOYHO MECTa, — HACMEIILJIMBO IIPOrOBOPHIT MY K-
4yrHa, oOparmaschk k Koponese n He 0OpaTuB HUKAKOrO BHUMaHUS Ha BO3MYILIEHHBIE KpHKHU Caeko.

— Uro Brl xoTHTE OT MeHs? — CITOKOWHO cripocuiia Puria, naxe He oBejist OpoBbio, OyATO CMep-
TOHOCHOE 5KaJI0 HE MPOHECIIOCh TOJIBKO UTO Y CAMOTO €€ yXa.

— Ham HyeH MpoBOJHUK, KOTOPBII TOMOKET HaM OBICTPO OThICKaTh Barry nous! Sti octpoBa
JOBOJILHO OOJIBIIINE U 3aITyTaHHbIE, — BCE, TAKXKe HACMEIIUTUBO YJIbIOasiCh, IPOU3ZHEC MYKUMHA, TIISIs
Ha Koporesy.

— Bl nosyunTe mpoBOTHUKOB!

— TMocmotpum, uto U3 3TOroO BHIAET! — cKazana Puiia, oOpamasice k Caeko, Korma oHU 00e
MOJIHUMAJIMCh BBEPX 10 KPYTOU, N3BUBAIOIIENCS KaK 3Mesl JIECTHULIE.
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Anuzoxn.7. llpeparenn

Enga Jleitun OTOIBHHYJ B CTOPOHY COBMKHYIO IIEPETOPOIKY U ITPOILEI B ITIaBHBIE TIOKOU JIOMA,
KOTOPBIN HEKOT/1a IIPUHAJIEKAN ETO CEMbE U KOTOPBIM BHOBb IIEPEILEI B €T0 BJIaJEHUE, ITOCIIE TOTO,
Kak apmust Mamo3unsl oBnagena fImaro, kak Jliocu 3aMeTuB ero, Opocuiiach mepesi HUM Ha KOJIEHH,
OOHSIB €r0 HOT'!.

— JloO6umbIi, uto 370 3HaYnT? OT Teds MPUILEN CITyTa U Iepeiall TBOM MpUKa3 COOMpaTh Beln !
Thl OTCBLIACIIL MEHS? — pacTepPsIHO 3aroBOpUJIa OHA, C MOJIBOOM 1A/ eMy B I71a3a.

OHn Moumyai, 144 Ha He€ CBEpXy BHU3, U B €0 B3IJIAJIE OHA HE BUZEIa HUKAKOIO CHUCXOK/IE-
Hus. Tenepp OH cTall HACTOJIBKO MOXOXK Ha CBOETO OTLA, YTO 3TO yXKE Ha4aso myrarsb e€. Bee Te uyB-
CTBa, CPAaBHUMBIE TIOYTU C 0O0XKECTBIEHHEM, KOTOpble OHa UcnbiThiBala kK Catoms Takerm, Tenepsb
NepelUId Ha ero ChbiHa, U Telepb eMy JOCTaTOYHO OBUIO IIEBEIbHYTh MaJbIeM, M OHA FOTOBa ObLIa
yMepeTb, JIUIIb Obl HCIIOJHUTH €0 TPHKa3.

— Puna noknnyna CeBepHbIM Topoji, — HAKOHEL, cKa3aJl OH. Jllocu BOpYyTr MO4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
€M CTaJIO TPYIHO AbIIIATS.

— Tl He MOeITb OOJTBIIIE OCTABATHCS 371€Ch. Thl OTIPABUIIILCS K MOEH MaTepH, U OyJelIb KAaTh
MeHst Tam! MBI HOJKeHUMCS], KOT/ia sl BEPHYCh, — FOJIOC €r0 ObLI CIIOKOMHBIM 1 9TO MyTasio e€ OobIie
BCETO.

— Yro T coOMpaelbes Aenarh? — TUXO CIPOCHIIA IEBYIIKA.

— To1 3a0b11a MOETO OTIA, U 51 HE BUHIO TeOs 3a 3T0! DTO MpaBUIILHO, 51 TBOW MYXK W Thl HE
JOJKHA JyMaTh HU O KoM Kpome MeHs1! Ho 51 He Mory 3a0bITh TOTO, 4TO COTBOpHMJIA 9TA JKEHIMHA !

JIuno JIrocu no6senueno.

— Jlaitumn-cama, Tol moruOHenb! JlaBaii yenem BMecte! Bpock Bcé 310! ITycth Man pa3oupaercst
CO CBOEM MaTepblo! — rops4o 3allenTana OHa, CyJOPOXKHO LEIUIAACh 3a €0 HOTM U I Ha HETO
B3[JILIOM TIOJIHBIM MYKH.

— OHa HuKorga 310ro He cuenaer! — roppko yemexnyscs Caroms. Torna geBylIka CIIOTHYIIa
Y TUXO CKa3aJla, OIyCTUB I'OJIOBY:

— 41 GepemenHa.

— ¢ 3Ha10, — crToKkoiHO oTBeva aium.

— MImeHHO mosTOMY THI IOJTKHA yexath. To, 4To s cobupaioch esaTh, He JOJKHO OTPa3UThCS
Ha TeOe! — He)KHO, HO BJIACTHO TMOJIHSB €€ Ha HOTH, OH morenoBant Jliocu U, oTcTpaHuB e€ oT cebds,
OBICTPO BBIIIET, OPOCHB Ha MPOIIAHbE:

— C to6o¥ moemyt Xwuszoka u [Huanym.

Enga oH Bbiwesn, Jltocu olycTuiach Ha KOJIEHU U TUXO M TOPBKO pacIllakajack.

— Jla Myx MoH, 4 caenaio BCE, 4To Bbl IpHKakeTe MHE! — BCXJIMITBIBAS IIENTala OHA.

K osk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

B HMxHMX OKOSAX ABOpLa ObLIO TEMHO, MO HU3KMM CBOIYATHIM MOTOJIKOM CKaIlJIuBaJICs YEp-
HBIN BO3AYX. TYCKJIBIN CBET OIMHOKOW CBEYM CTOSABIIEW HA CTOJIE NIOYTU HE OCBEIIAJ CTOSIBILIUE IO
00€e CTOPOHBI CTONA JBE TEMHBIE (PUTYPBL.

— 51 papa Buzgetsb Tebs, [eiun, XOTs NpU3HAIOCh, TBOW BU3UT HEOKUJAHHOCTD [Is1 MEHS.

— 4 xouy ciyxuth Bam, Bame BennuectBo! — oTBEvas oHo1a.

— Kaxk b1 Ha3Bas1 mens?! §1 6onbine He Koposera!

— Bame BennuectBo, Bee 3HatoT, 4o Bel enuHcTBeHHas Koponesa!

Punia ycmexHyace.

— Bce 3Hatot, ropopuis? CmvenmHo! Yero Tl xouemn?

— BBl XOTHTE NOYYUTH TOJIOBY CBOEU AOYEPU?

Koponesa nocmorpena emy npsMo Iiasa, Ho Jleiuu Beiiepkan e€ B3I,
— Tol yObe1Ib e€ 1uist MeHs?
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— Ha, most Koponea! — oTBeuas ioHoIIa ¢ OKJIOHOM.

K osk ok oskosk sk sk oskokosk

ConHile efBa MO30JIOTHIO YepernuuHblie Kpwimm cromuipl CeBepHoro Koposesctsa, koraa
TSDKENAst peIETKa CO CKPEKETOM MOAHSIIACH BBEPX, HOIBEMHBINA MOCT OMYCTUJICA U, OOJbIIIast TPyIIa
BCATHUKOB B YEPHBIX TIAIIAX YBEPEHHOM PHICHIO IIPOHECIACH MO MOIIEHHOM OYJIbIKHUKOM JIOpOre Ha
BOCTOK B CTOPOHY Pa3ropaBIlerocsi cBeTua. Bo r1aBe 3Toii rpymisl Ha HEBHICOKOM KaypoM xkepeoiie
JieTena Briepén HelaBHO kopoHoBaHHasi HoBasi KoponeBa Cesepa. 3a Heli ciegoBainu Karo, [leitun u
OKOJIO COTHM €€ BepHBIX TICOB. DTa TAMHCTBEHHBIM 00pa30M Ha3HAYEeHHasl BCTpeya CJAMIIKOM CMaxH-
BaJIa Ha OUepeHYIO JIOBYIIKY. «MOsi MaTh OMSTh NIbITAETCS] YOUTh MeHs ?» — qymaia Mamo3una. Oue-
BUJIHO, 4TO ITpo0sieMy PuIibl HyKHO ObLJIO KaK-TO pelarh, ¥ ceiiyac Koporesa meiTanack pazoOparbest
B cebe, ovueMy OHa 0 CHX TIOp HUYEero He MPeANpUHsIa B OTHOILICHUH CBOEH MaTepH U, 1aXke y3HaB,
yT0 Puna nokunyna CeBepHbii rOpofi, HAPYIIUB BCe €€ YKa3aHUsl, TEM He MEeHee, He OTJajla HUKaKUX
MPUKA30B OTHOCUTEJIHHO apecta cBoed martepH. «S Bc€ emé moomo e€, u oHa 3HaeT 00 3ToM!» —
C pasapakeHHeM JyMala AeBylika. KaBanbkaga MUHOBaIa TOJIECOK, 32 KOTOPHIM BHOBb PACKHHY-
JIMCh pacriaxaHHbIe MOJsi, He COABIIsIsl CKOPOCTH, MMPOHECIach yepe3 OOJBbIIOe CEeJlo M Yepe3 JIBa Jaca
BJIeTeNa B JIABHO 3a0pOIIEHHYIO JIEPEBHIO, JOCTUIHYB IIEHTPAIBHOW IJIOMAIN OOJIbIIIe MOXOKEH Ha
YTONITAHHYIO IUIOMIAAKY, BCAAHUKHU OCTAHOBUJIMCD. HOKOCI/IBH_[I/ICCH, ‘IéprIe ACPEBAHHBIC CTPOCHUA
OKPYXaJIU UX, B aOCOTIOTHO! TUIIIMHE ObUIO OTYETIMBO CIIBIIIEH JIUIIb BCTPEBOKEHHBIN Xpart JIola-
Ael, 1a TO, KaK IOJ1 IaBJIEHUEM BETpPa XJIONAIOT PACCHIXAIOIINECS CTaBHH.

— 310 37€ch? — oOpaTunack Mamo3una k Karo.

— Ha, most Koponepa! — mourutenbHO OTBEYAIT OH.

— Hy n uto... — Hayana oHa, HO OCEKJIaCh Ha MOIYCJIOBE, B KOHIIE YJIHIIbI MTOSIBUJIKCH JBE 3aKYy-
TaHHbIE B cepble Tuian (purypbl. MeaseHHO OHM PUOIMKAIUCh K TPYIIe BCaaHUKOB. Heckombko
11COB MaJ1I031HBI IEPHYJIMCH BIIEPEN, HO OHA IBUKEHUEM PYKH OCTaHOBWIIA MX. EIIE 10 TOro MOMeHTa
KakK OHHU ToKa3anmch KoponeBa nouyBcTBOBasIa TPEBOTY M UeM OJIKe OHU MOAXOIVIIN TeM 3Ta Tpe-
BOTa OLIYINAIAch €0 BCE sIBCTBeHHee. [IpUIofHsBIIMCh HA CTPEMEHaX, MbITANaCh OHA PasriisIeTh
JIMIA TIPUIIETIbIEB, HAKOHEI, €/IBa 3aMETHBIM JBIKEHHEM PYKH, MaT031HA «CIyCTUIa CBOMX TICOB
C LIeIIn». Oxoio AECATKAa BOMHOB COPBAJIUCh, C MECTA 6pOCI/IBH_II/ICI) Ha 1oaoteanmmnx, U Korga 10 Hux
OCTaBJIOCh YK€ MEHbIIIE JIECSATH I1aroB, B BO3IyXe CBEPKHY/IM IIyaJIblia TOXOKHUE Ha SIPKO KpacHbIe
MoHuM. B crenyioriee MroHoBeHue M3pyOJieHHbIe Ha KYCKM YacTH TeJl BOMHOB U JIOIIAJEH YCesTH
YJIUILy, TOJIOBBI JIOIIAAeN NEPrayiich, BHIKATUB IJIa3a U UCXOMs KPOBABOM TMEHOW, HU3KKE 3a00pHI C
00erX CTOPOH YJIHUIIbI OKA3aJMCh 3ATUTHl KPOBbI0. Mamo31Ha ycriena 3aMeTHTh, KaK TU HIynaiblia
BTSHYJIMCh Ky/1a-TO 32 CIIMHY OJHOTO M3 MPHIIENbIEB, HCUYE3HYB TOJ ero IiamoM. Beg takxke, He
criera IpuoImKauch 31 aBoe kK oTpsaay Ceeproii Koponesl. OrisiHyBIIMCD, AEBYIIKA YBHIEA
onenHoe suio Karo.

— Bamie BenmuectBo, pasymHee OyAeT HaMm MOKa OTCTYNUTb, — TOPOIUIMBBIM HIEMOTOM MTPOTO-
BOPHJI OH, HAKJIOHSISICH K M3J1, ¥ 3TO €ro MHOTOCJIOBUE MOPa3HJiIo e€ gaxe OoJblie, YeM HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH 3THUX CTpaHHbLIX IIPHUHICJILLICB.

Kpacka ygapuia eii B 1uno.

— 3a KOro ThI iepkullib, MeHs1 KaTo-KyH? — pe3puTesbHO CKa3ajla OHa, PUCTAIbHO IS Ha
HEro.

Karo noGseHen u ormycTH1 royiosy.

— To1 326611 KTO 51?7 M He ucnyrats Mensi! OcraBaiitech Ha Mecte! $1 cama rokoH4y ¢ HUMH! —
MpUKasaia OHa, oOpamiasich K CBOMM BOMHAM.

Cnemmsiimch, Mamo3rHa 0OHaXWIa Med W ABUHYJIACh HA TPHINETIBIEB, BCS OHA ObLTa yxe
MIOKpBITA YEPHON OpOHEH. «S1 Bc€ paBHO ObicTpee! HUKTO He CpaBHUTBHCSI CO MHOM TTO CKOPOCTH !» —
emé ycriena nogyMarh oHa. PaccTosiHue Mexay MpOTUBHUKAMHU COKPATUIIOCh HACTONIBKO, YTO Man
yXke CMOIJIa pa3IM4UTh, YTO HAMaBIIME HA €€ OTPsJ] CBETVIOKOXKHE TapeHb U JieBymKa. «HyxHO BHa-
YaJjie TOKOHYMUTD ¢ JieBKoi! OHa yousia Moux peost!» B crnenyionyio cekyHay e€ Teno, B HECKOJIbKUX
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MecTax ObUIO MTPOH3EHO, OCTPHIMU, TOHKMMU, KaK CKaJIBIIENb, SIPKO-KPACHBIMH KaJlaMH, Me4 BbITA
n3 e€ pyku. ElE He oco3HaBas, 4To MPOU30ILIO0, OHA YBUJEA, KaK YIUlA KayHyJIach repej e€ ra-
3aMU, M OHa TMOJIHSIACH B BO3/yX, OE3BOJILHO MOBHCHYB Ha MPOH3MBIIMX €€ PYKU U HOTU OCTPUSIX.
[Totom mpuiia 6osb, Ha CEKYHIY OHa MOTepsila CO3HaHKe, a KOrja MpHiuia B ce0sl yBuaena, Kak
BTOPOI HAaNaAABIINH ClIeIall e/1Ba 3aMETHOE BMKEHHE U JI0KIb KPYITHBIX KPACHBIX OCKOJIKOB, TIOXO-
KHX Ha KYCKM KPACHOTO 3a0CTPEHHOTO Jibjla OOPYIIHJICS Ha €€ He YCTIEBILINIA pa3BEPHYThCSI B OOEBOIA
nopsiok otpsi. C TpyaoM MOBEPHYB TOJIOBY, M3Ji03MHa yBUjIENa HA MECTe CBOMX BOMHOB JIMIIIb
KPOBaBO-KpacHOE MECUBO M3 MEPTBBIX JIOIIA I U TeJ € TICOB, JISKABIIMX JPYT Ha Apyre. MyK4uHa,
aTaKOBABIIMIA €€ OTPsill, MOJTHUEH OpOCHJICS BIIEPEN, BUAUMO, OH CTPEMUJICS HE JaTh CIACTUCh YIie-
seBmmM. [IpoHsuBiias teno Mamo3uHbl AeBylIKA onycTria e€ BHU3. TuietHo KoponeBa nbiTanace,
3aJefiCTBOBATD eIlE Kakoe-HUOYIb U3 BO3MOKHOCTEW CBOET0 OpraHu3Ma, e€ Tejo He MOBUHOBAJIOCH
ei, Jelrysi KyCKaMu OTBaJIMBajach C e€ JINIa, a O0JIb CTAHOBIJIACH BCE CUIIbHEE, CTaB IMOUYTH HEeCTep-
MTAMOW.

— D70 BCE Ha UYTO ThI CIOCOOHA? — CIPOCHIIA JEBYIIKA, JIMILIO y HE€ ObUIO COBCEM AETCKOE,
KPYIJIOe, TOJIOC HEXHBIH, KaKk y peOEHKa, pacTpEnaHHble BETPOM YEPHbBIE BOJIOCH MOYTH JOCTHTAIIH
ruied. Mamo3uHa JIMIh MyYUTEbHO 3aCTOHANA B OTBET, U B STOT MIHOBEHHE, MOSIBUBIIMICS KaK W3-
nof1 3emu Kato, OHMM CWJIbHBIM YIApPOM PACCEK BCE LIyNajiblia MpoH3aBlme e€ teno. [logxsarus
e€ MCTEeKaloIyl0 KPOBbIO Ha PYKH, OH 3aKpbUl Mamo3uHy cBoMM TejoM. CBepKalolie Hiynaibiia
MIPOH3UJIM €T0 CIIMHY, Y BBILIUIM U3 TPYJH U KMBOTA, HO OH YCTOSIT HA HOTax.

— Karo! — mpomenitana oHa eipa CIIBIIIHO.

— BrITamu e€ otciona! — npoxpunesn oH, nepeaaBasi JeBYIIKY B PyKHM MOJJIETEBIIEro Ha KOHE
Jlaiium, KOTOPBI MOOHSI €€, ycaauB Briepean ceOs 1 MIHOBEHHO COPBABIIMCH C MECTa, CKPBUICS B
6okoBoi ynuriie. [TponsuBmmas Karo nesuia Beipyrajiach, OHa HOMBITAIACH U3BJIEUb CBOU IyNAbIIA
U3 ero Tejia, HO OH, CXBATUBIIKCH PYKaMH 32 JBa TOPUYABIIMX M3 €r0 IPYIH OCTpUsi, HEe AaBal ei
ocBoOOIUTHCS. CBOOOIHBIMY IIyNAJIBLIAMM, OHA MPOH3AJIA €ro TEeJI0 CHOBA M CHOBA U 4epe3 mapy
MUHYT KpoBb Tonuia 3o pra Karto, oH ynan Ha KojeHH, He B cHilax OOJbIlle COMPOTHUBIATHCS, U
MOBAJIMJICS JIUTIOM B JOPOXKHYIO TTBUIb.

— Tol ynycruna e€, FOma? — cipocust My KunHa MOIXO/S.

— DTOT NpUIYPOK NOMeIlIal MHe! — pa3apa)xEHHO OTBevasia JAeBYIIKa, KUBasi B CTOPOHY CY/IO-
POXHO A€prasinerocs B butk Kato, criviHa KOTOpOro mpeBpaTuiach B OJHY CIUIOIIHYIO KPOBOTOYA-
LIyIO PaHy.

— Eii Bc€ paBHO KoHelt!

— OHa OBICTPO BOCCTAHABIIMBAETCS, HO MMOCJIe TBOUX PaH, ei MOHAJI00UTCs OOJbIIe BPpeMeHH.
Hymato, rocrioxe Purie He coctaBuT Tpyaa J00UTh e€! — 3a[yMUrBO MPOTAHYJ MYKIHMHA.

— D710 OBUIO OYEHb CKYYHO! 3HamMeHHTass Maso3rHa oKaszaiachk Takoi cnabdoii! Ecnmu Obl He e€
CIIyTH 51 pa3opBaJia Obl €€ Ha KyCKHU! — Mpe3puTesibHO Moxana miedamu IOma.

— Hymato, Tel ripaBa! DTo 0OYEHb pa30vapoBbIBaloOliee! — CIOKOMHO MOATBEPAUI MY KUMHA.

— Upém!

OHnu yxe coOUpach YXOOUTh, HO U3/IEBATE/IbCKUIA CMEX OCTAaHOBUII MX. D10 cMesuics: Karo,
XOTh ¥ HE MOT JJa’ke TIPUITOAHATH CBOIO TOJIOBY € 3eMJTH. [leByIlKa MOJoILIa K HEMY U ITpUcesia OKOJIO
€ro 3JIMTOrO KPOBBIO U MCIAYKAHHOTO TPSI3BIO JIUIIA.

— IMouemy THI cMe€nIbesi? — C IETCKOM HEMOCPEICTBEHHOCTBIO CIPOCHIIA OHA, CKJIOHSISICH K
HEMY.

— Mos Koponera cniaceHa! OHa yObeT Bac! — ¢ TpyIOM pa3MbIKasi CJMITIIHECS OT KPOBU T'yObI,
npowenrai Karo.

— Tr1 xpaGpeiit oHOma! Kak 1e6s1 30ByT?

— Iomna k u€pry, cyka! — mpoxpuren Kato, 6e3ycneiHo nbIrasch NOTHATHCS.
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— Cpenu 3THX )KUBOTHBIX JIOJIKEeH ObLT ObITh 3TOT Pioy Kato. OH nomskeH ObUT CBA3ATHCS C HAMU
Y [TOMOYb HaM, HO TaK U He cJiesiajl Toro. Bo3aMoXHO Jiu, UTO OH Nepenien Ha €€ CTOpOHY ? — CIipocuia
Oma, obpammasce k JIaHcy.

Tot B OTBET JMIIIb MOXKAJ TUIEYaAMHU.

— Ecnm oH m ObLT cpeir HUX, MBI YOWJIM €70 M TeTeph TO yKe He MMeeT 3HaYeHus !

— JlagHo, — FOma nonHsiiace.

— He gacro Berperuins Takux, Kak Thl. Hageoch, Thl He yMPEIIb, U MBI eI1IE YBUIUMCS C TOOOH !
[Moviném JIsuc! — nobGaBuIa oHa, OPOCHB B3MJISI HA KOpUMBIIEerocs B mbu Karo.

— 4 Proy Karo! — mpomenitan oH. «f qoymkeH BeIUrpath it He€ Bpemsi! XoTs1 Obl HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT!» — TyMaJI OH, TIIETHO CTPEMSICh MOJABUThL 00J1b. HyKHO OBLIO BCTaTh M aTaKOBATh MX, HO €T0
TEJIO cefyac He OBUHOBAJIOCH EMY.

—Yro?! Tet Karo? S IOMma, a 310 JIsHC, MBI JOJIKHBI OBLINA CBA3aThCA C TOOOM!

— 41 ne 3Hat0 Bac! — orBeuan Karo eaBa cibIiHoO.

— Crpanno. Ona Mo3ru tede npombuia? Wi 1o He ToT Karo? Yrto nymaenis, JIsHc?

— IIneBats! [leno caenano!

—IIpomaii, Kato! — mnam FOMel oty KOCHYJICA €10 JInla, €€ HOTU B ITOKPBITBIX MBLIbI0 CTAPBIX
apMeMCKUX OOTUHKAX MPOIILTM MUMO HErO, OCTaBJIsAs 32 COOOM JIUITKKUE KPOBABbIE CIICIbI.

Kato ocrasicst oquH, HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi OH el MBITAJICS PUITOJHATHCS, [IOTOM ITOTEPST CO3HA-
Hue. OH yXe He MOT BUJIETh, KaK 10 COCEIHEN Y/IHIIe BUXPEM IMPOJIETe I BCAIHUKU, Ha JOOPHIX JIBa
KOpITyca BIepeId HUX HeC/lach CTPOHAs OJIOHIMHKA C HEBEPOSATHO JIMHHBIMU, Pa3BEBAIOIIMMUCS
3a CIIMHOW BOJIOCAMHU.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

— Crnienyii 3a mHOH, [leiiun! — Masmo3rHa yBepeHHO JIBUTAIACh BIEpEN, 0e3 Tpyna pasinyasi
MeJTbYakIme JeTald B MOKPHITOM, Ka3ajaoch Obl, HEITPOHHUIIAEMOM MIJION Kopuaope. BpocuB cBowo
JIOIIa/Ib, OHU yKe TIOUTH Yac Oy MO y3KUM, MPOPYOIEHHBIM B TOpax JIAOUPUHTAM, TIPOTSHYB-
UMCS OTCI0JA TMOYTH 10 camoro fAmaro. «5 em€ He MOJTHOCThI0 BOCCTAHOBMIIACH, a TIOMELIEHUE
CJIMIITKOM Y3KO€, TTOTOJIOK HU3KUM. SI He cMOTy BOCIIONB30BAThCSI 3/1€Ch BCEW CBOEH CUIION» — HAMpsI-
KEHHO Tymana oHa. JleByIlKa MpHCIyIaiach, re-T0 JaJeKO T03aqi HUX JOHOCUJICS IIIyM, 3BYKHU
II1arOB MHOKECTBA HOT HEYMOJIUMO TTPUOJIMIKATUCH K HUM.

— OHHu nipecnielyIoT Hac, — cKa3ajia OHa, MOBOPAYMBasCh K Jlefiun, U B 3TOT MOMEHT CBEpKalo-
111ee TOHKOE Jie3BHe OCTPUEM BBEPX MPOH3WIIO e€ IPy/ib, BHI/IA U3 CIIMHBI TOYTH HAMOJIOBUHY. Boib
pazopBasia e€ Tesio, HO He 00JIb, CTpaHHas cJIa00CTh UCTyrasia e€ Oobile Bcero. Pot e€ HanomHwuics
KPOBBIO.

— Jleiium, — mporenTajia OHa, OKPOBABJICHHBIMHU TyOaMHU.

IOHoMmIA cTOsIT HAMTPOTHB, HEE C:KUMast OOEMMH PYKOSITh CBOETO Meva.

— Ipocrute, rocnioxka FOku! 1151 TOro 9YT00BI UTO-TO MOMYIUTh, YEM-TO PUXOAUTHCS TTOKEPT-
BOBAaTh, — TUXO MIPOTOBOPHII OH.

Horu Mamio3uHsl ocnabesu, oHa OMyCTHIACh Ha KOJICHH, KpOBaBasi CITIOHA CTeKasa ¢ e Tyo0.

— Heiium, penarens! 1 noBepsiia Tebe! — mpoxpuresna oHa.

— Karo, nomoru MHe! — 3axJ1€0bIBAsICh KPOBBIO, TPOCTOHAIA JICBYIIIKA.

Pe3kum nBukeHneM Meva BBepx [leilun, HarmojsoBUHY paccek e€ Teso, Mamo3uHa cibliiaia,
Kak Tpemar u jomaioTcs e€ kocti. KpoBb hoHTaHOM yrmapuia u3 e€ miieda, 3apxasichb, JAEBYIIKA
oceJia Ha 3eMJTI0, IIPUBAJIMBIIIMCH CTUMHOM K TPSI3HON KaMEeHHOW CTeHe jlabupuHTa. Bosb Obl1a moutu
HECTepITMMOM, B TJIa3ax y He€ IOMYTHJIOCh HA MTHOBEHHE, OHAa COBEPILICHHO He OIIyIaJia CBOIO Mpa-
BYIO PYKY.

— Kato He nmomoxeTt Bam, rocrioxa, — CIIoKOHHO cKa3zaj eii Jleium.

— OH yMep ¢ 4ecTblo, KaK ¥ Moji00aeT BOMHY.

— Tot joxémb, yomonok! Kato HUKOrIa He ocTaBUT MeHsI! — MPOCTOHAJA eBYIIIKA.
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— Bama marp Oblia mpaBa, TONBKO MHE MO CUJTy YOUTh Yy/IOBUINE, — MPOAOIIKAT MOJOION
YeJIOBEK, MPUCTAJIBHO VIS Ha He€. MaJ1 HEBOJIBHO paccMesiyiach, M CTPAHHO BBIIVISZIEN 3TOT CMEX
Ha e€ OJIeJTHOM TepEeKOIIEHHOM CTpaJaHueM JIUIIE.

— 4 Tak u 3Hana!

Mesxay Tem mard rnpecjeaoBaresieil ObUI yke COBCeM OJTM3KO.

— Heviun!

— 4 3pech, Bamie BenmuectBo! — oTBevan Mosiofjoi 4enoBek, NoBOpauuBasich K Puile u npe-
KJIOHAA KOJICHU.

—I'me ona?

— 3neck, Most KoposieBa! — oH 0O6epHyJIcs, HO 32 CIIMHOM €ro HUKOTO He ObLII0, JIUITH CTPAITHBIN
IIMPOKUI KPOBABbI ClIe]l TAHYJICS BJIOJb CTEHBI IPOYb B TEMHOTY.

— CekyHy Ha3aJ] oHa OblIa 37iech, Baie BenmuectBo, — pactepstHHo mpodopmotait eituu. OH
yBUJIeN, KaK MTHOBEHHO TMOOIeTHENIO JULO PUIhI.

— Hackosbko cepb€3HO Thl paHMII MOIO JOUb?

— E€ pana ouensb cepbe3Ha! OHa uctekaeT KpoBbio! S Hailny U 100bI0 e€! — 3anaJburBO BOC-
KJIMKHYJI I0HOIIIA.

Puna BHUMaTebHO OCMOTpESIa Ha HETO.

— Her, mb1 yxoqum. Bel! — oOpaTtriack oHa K OOJIBIIION TpyIilie BOWHOB COMTPOBOXK/IABIINX €.

— Haiinure u yGeiite 3Ty camo3BaHKy! — caenaB [pium 3HaK PyKOW ClIeIoBaTh 32 cOOOM, OHa
OBICTPO TOIILTa 0OPATHO MO OA3EMHOMY KOPUAOPY, IOHOIIIA HEOXOTHO MocieioBal 3a Heid. To u ieno
OH OIVISIABIBAJICS, TTOKA (PUTYPBl BOMHOB HE CKPBUIUCH 3a IOBOPOTOM TOHHEJIS.

— OHa xuBa, — eJjBa CJIBIIIHO nporenTaia Koponesa.

K osk ok osk ok osko sk osk ok osk

Yem AaJiblI€ BOWHBI IIPOABUTAJIUCH BHGpé}I, TeM BCE 6OJII)H_I€ 3aMEIJIAIINCh UX OBUXKECHUA, A
YBEPEHHOCTh MMOKKUJAJIA UX CMYIIEHHBIE CTpaxoM aymu. Kazanoce, TEeMHOTa Noa3eMelibs BCE Hapac-
TaJjla, Crylajach, CTAHOBWJIACh MOYTH OCSI3aeMOM. 3a O4epeJHbIM ITOBOPOTOM OHU OCTaHOBWJIKCH,
3aJHUEC HATKHYJIUCh Ha MCPEIHUX. HpI/IMepHO B MATUACCATH IIarax rnepea HUMH IMOCIbIIIAJICA CYXOI';I
CTPEKOUYIIUH 3BYK, U CJIEJOM I10 CTeHe Mpo0eskaia OrpoMHasi YpOIJIMBasi TeHb.

— Yt0 3T0... — HaYaJ OIMH U3 BOMHOB, HO B CJIEAYIOIIYIO CEKYH/Y, OTPOMHOE, B J]Ba YesioBe-
YEeCKHX POCTa, YPOIIMBOE CYIIECTBO HAIIOMUHABIIIEE CBOMM BHJOM T'MI'AHTCKOIO OOroMoJjia MOYTH
OEeCIIIyMHO CIIPBITHYJIO Ha HUX C MTOTOJIKA, ¥ HaYajla KpOMCAaTh UX TeJia IMPOH3asi CBOUMU MepeIHIMU
KOHEYHOCTAMM, IMOXOKUMH Ha OI'POMHLIE CTAJIbHBIC JIE3BUS. Bcé sTo IMPOMU301LTIO B CHUTAHHBLIC MI'HO-
BEHbs1, TAK, YTO MOYTH HUKTO HE YCTIeJ JaXe 3aKpHuaTh, M Yepe3 CeKyH/1y Bcé OblIo KoHYeHo. U3pyo-
JIEHHbIE, TPOH3EHHBIE TeJIa, JIeKallie APYT Ha Ipyre U 3a0pbI3raHHbIe KPOBBIO CTEHbI, BOT U BCE YTO
OCTaJIOCh OT OTpsi/ia IpecieoBaBIlero Mamo3uHy. YpoiiMBoe HaCeKOMOE IMPUCENIO Ha 3a/IHUE HOTY,
MPUITIOAHABIINWCH B BO34YX, IOJIOBMHA TCJIa MSH, MPUMEPHO I10 IMOAC BBICTYIAJIO U3 I'PYAN T'MTI'aHT-
CKOro 00romosa, pyku e€ mpeBpaTUIMCh B €ro NnepeiHie U30rHy Thie KOHEYHOCTH, 3aKaHYMBABILINECS
YeM-TO HaroMUHaIMM KJIuHKY. [TpaBoe miedo eé cpocioch, Ha MeCTe paHbl OCTAJICS JIUIITb TEMHBbIMA
pyOer, paccekaBIIMii €€ MOKPLITOE cepeOpSTHON YernTyEi Teo.

— [Ipiiun — npenartens! Purita, Ha 3TOT pas s yObio TeOs1! — eBa CIpaBIIssiCh C OXBATUBILECH €€
HEHABHCTHIO, TIOUTH TIpopbruaia Masmo3uHa. Pa3BepHyBIIHCh, OHA MCUe3/a BO ThME, CTPEKOTAHUE
e€ TMraHTCKUX YellyHvaThIX HOT 3aTHXJIO B TIIyOWHE MOI3EMETbsl.

K osk ok osk ok osk ok sk ok osk

B cosnanuu Karo kapTUHKM MEHSUTUCh C OINpEeAeIEHHOM MOCIeN0BaTeIbHOCTBIO, BEPHEE EMY
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO B HUX €CTh KaKasi-TO MOC/Ie0BATEILHOCTh, HO BCE OHU ObLIIM PO OfIHO, U TOXke. Bosb,
ero TeJI0 pacCeKasld Ha YaCTH, OH YyBCTBOBAJI ceOsl KaK KOYaH KaIyCThl KOTOPYIO IMHKYET OMbITHBINA
noBap. Hakoner[ oH ycran ot 3T0ro, emy ObLJIO HACTOJIBKO OOJIBHO, UTO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH Tepe-
CTaJl 4YyBCTBOBATh 3Ty 00JIb, TPEBPATUBIIYIOCS B TYIIOE YYBCTBO OIEPBEHEHUSI, CKOBABIIIEE €ro TeJO.
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Co3HaHue Hayajo yracaTb U B 9TOT MOMEHT OH COBEPUIEHHO SICHO YCIIBIIIAJ, ITOJHbIA CTpaJaHus
roJIOC CBOEH IOCTIONKHU:

— Karo, criacu mens!

ITOT roioc AMEKTPUIECKUM pa3psiIoM IPOIIET CKBO3b €0 TEJIO, ¥ TOTJa OH 3apblyall, CJIOBHO
JWKUI 3B€pb, IPUIIOAHSIICS HA JIOKTH, TIOATSAHYJT KOJIEHH K JKUBOTY U CeJl. «$1 JOJIkKEH YCIIOKOUTHCSA |».
VYeunvem BoM OH CMOT YCOKOUTB JibixaHue. C TpyioM pasjienuB CKJIEUBUIMECS OT KPOBU U I'psA3U
BEKH, OH OTKPBUI I1a3a. Bokpyr Hero Obljla TEeMHOTA, YEpHAsI U TIOUTH OLIyTUMAsl, 3arax KpoBH yria-
pui emy B rosioBy. [logBonakuBasi ciadble, HETIOCTYIITHbIE HOTM OH JIOTOJ3 JIO JISKABIINX HEAaIeKO
TPYINOB CBOMX TOBapHilieil. HecKoIbKO CeKyH/1 OH cuIes Haj OJHUM U3 Tell, TYNO IJIsAs Ha Hero,
3aTeM pelIUTEIbHO OTOpBajl PyKy, M Hadal €CTh, C XPYCTOM pa3pbiBasi 3y0aMH XOJIOMHYIO TUIOTb.
TomHoTa cpa3y ke Mnoakaruia K ero ropiay, HoO OH CMOI CIEpXKaTbCsl U MPOAOJIKUT KeBaTh KyCKU
BSI3KOTO, ITOXOKETO Ha pe3uHy Msca. M moka oH e, OH OILIyTWJI, KaK ero CliMHa Havyaja 3apactarb
TUIOTHOM KPYITHOM Yennyéi, HaloMUHaBIIIEH OpOHIO.

— 41 3Hat, TH czienan Obl TO JKe camoe, Ha MoéM Mecte, [Ixupo! — mporenTtan oH, oOpariasich
K TeJly KOTopoe oeAall. «B KoHIe KOHIIOB, BCE 9TO HE MMEET 3HaueHusl. 51 JOoJIkeH BOCCTaHOBUTHCS
Kak MOXHO ObicTpee!» OH MpoJoiKal, ecTh elé KaKoe-TO BpeMsi M BOT B MaJIbLIBI BEPHYJIACh UyB-
CTBUTEJBHOCTh. OH B3IVISIHYJI HA CBOU PYKH M YBUJEJ YellyiuaTble KOHEUHOCTH PENTUIINU.

—3ro npouaet! 51 310 BeE e 51! — mpodopmoTai oH cede mon Hoc. Hekotopoe Bpemsi OH cujien
Ha KOJICHSIX ¥ phIYaJl KaK JKUBOTHOE, M3 €r0 CITMHBI, BAOJIb [0 TO3BOHOYHHKY, POOETaIv BOJHBI CYHO-
por, Yelryst Ha CMHe MPUIIOAHUMANIACh, TOYHO rpeOeHb B TaKT ero cOMBUMBOMY IbixaHuio. [Tocre-
TMIEHHO phlYaHKe CMOJIKJIO, U KOT/Ia OH BCTaJl HA HOTH, 3TO ObUI yike noutu npeskauii Kato. ITonobpas
CBOWM Me4, OH ITPUHIOXAJICS, BHUMATEIILHO BCMOTPEJICSI B HOUHOM Mpak 1 ObICTpo Tomien Brepén. Ox
ObLT yBEPEH, YTO TOYHO 3HAET, Kyla €My HYKHO HITH.

K osk ok osk ok osko ok osko ok osk

UTo-TO MPOMCXOIUIIO C HEH U BIIEPBbIE OHA HE MOIJIA TIOHSATH, TOrO 4TO MpoucxoauT. E€ teno
MEHSJIOChH YK€ IOMUMO €€ BOJIM, M OHA HUYETO He MOIJIA C 3TUM Mofenath. IlocnenHss Meiciib, KOTO-
PYyIo emé yXBaTuiio e€ OTKJII0YAIoIIeecs] CO3HaHUe, OblIa O TOM, YTO OHA OOJIbIIIEe HE KOHTPOIUPYET
ce0s1. [Torom mpumén ronoa, 1 Mamo3uHa He MOIJIA YiKe JIyMaTh HA O YéM Kpome Hero. ['o1of moxu-
pajt e€ U3HYTPH, OH MPHUHEC el HeCTepnuMyIo OOJb U HEeNpexosiiee KeJaHue HeMEJICHHO 3ary-
muTh ero. MHoraa cozHanne Man nmpoOykJaloch Ha KakWe-TO MTHOBEHHsI, M TOT/Ia OHa CJIbIIIaja
KPHKH, YbU-TO MPEJCMEPTHBIE XPHITBI, HO HE YETKO U KaK Obl cO cTOpoHbL. [ToToM TEmIoe, ciaakoBa-
TOE MsICO, CONIEHAs TyCTasi KIXKa, MOX0XKast Ha COyC TeKJIa 1Mo e€ MogOopOaKy. DTO ObLIO TaK BKYCHO!
OHa enna 1 He MoIJIa OCTAaHOBUTHCS, HAKOHEL, TOJI0J, OTCTYIWJI, M3J1 B3IIsHYJIa HA CBOM PYKHU U C
YIUBJICHHEM OOHApYKHJa BMECTO HUX KaKHe-TO 3BEPUHBIEC y3JIOBAThle KOHEYHOCTH C HEBEPOSTHO
JJTMHHBIMH TTJTI[AMU, Ha KOHLIE KOTOPBIX ObUTH JJTMHHBIE YEPHBIE KOTTH. DTH KOTTUCTBIE JIATbl ObLITH
B YbEH-TO KPOBH, KYCKH XKW 3aCTPsUIA MEXKIY e€ 3ybamu, Bcsl JpoXka, OHa OrJisiaesna ceOst U COnpor-
HyJack. To, 4TO €€ Tes1o MOKPHITO Yelnryeid ObUIO He CTPAIIHO, HO HAMYTaJIo €€ TO, YTO 3TO TEJIO OBbLIO
ceiyac TeJIO0M TMTaHTCKOIO YWIEHUCTOHOIOrO, 3aKaHUYMBABIIMMCS OTBPATUTEIBHBIM XBOCTOM C JIJIMH-
HBIMHU [IIMTIAMH Ha KOHLIE. DTO OBUIO CTPAHHO M CTPAIITHO, paHbllie M3JTi031Ha HUKOTAa He IIPUHUMAIa
Takol (bOpMBI M €IE ITOT CJIAIKO-COJEHBIN PUBKYC BO PTY M UyBCTBO HACBILLIEHHUS, PaHbIIE TAKOTO
TOXe He ObUI0. M3rubasick BceM cBOMM 0e300pa3HbIM TEJIOM, OHa MpoOpasiach BBEPX IO MOKPHITOM
MXOM U Y3JI0BaTHIMH KOPHSIMHU TIBITABIIMXCSI PACTU 31€Ch JIEPEeBbEB CKaJsie, BHOBD OIIszena ceos.
«9T0 He MOXeT ObITh B3ampanay! DTo MPOCTO COH!» — OHA MOMBITATACh yCOKOUThCcs. Ho B TOke
BpeMsi Mamo3uHa BCE BpeMsl IbITAI0Ch YTO-TO BCIIOMHUTH U BOT, HAKOHEI], OHO UM$ BCIUIBLIO B €€
co3Hannu. «Kato! Kato moru6!». Kaxercs, oHa 3ariakana wim e€ Ka3ajaoch, 4To oHa riadet. Yepes
HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, OHa YK€ He MOIJIa BCIIOMHUTb [TPUUMHY, U3-3a KOTOPOI OHa IUlaKaJa.

— Cnacu meHs, Karo! — B oTuasiHbe npolienrana oHa, nepej] TeM Kak €€ CO3HaHHE BHOBb OTKJIIO-

YHUJIO0Ch.
K sk sk sk sk ok ok ok ok sk
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TpyaHO cKaz3arh, CKOJIBKO MPOIILIO JHEH, MOKET ObITh HEJIeNTb HITH J1ake MecslieB. Bpems note-
psuto Tenepb st Mao3uHbI CBOE 3HaUeHre. B MOMEHTHI, KOrJja OHa IpUXoauIa B ce0s1 OHA MOJTHJIA
Karo o momornu, moToM BCoMMHAJIA, YTO OH yMep, U HaYMHAJIa TulakaTh. be3 coMHeHMs oHa efna
CHOBA M CHOBA, U €i1 He XOTeJIOCh AyMaTh O TOM, 4TO OHa eJia. Korga Mano3uny tep3ai rosos, oHa He
MOIJIa IyMaTh HU O YEM JIPYyroM, OHAa UCKaJla €1y, OHa Haxoawia e€ u ena. Koraa ronon, npuHOCUB-
WA el HeCTepIUMYI0 O0JTb, OTCTYTIAJ, CO3HAHUE HEHAJIOJr0 BO3BPAIIAIOCh B e€ 00e300pakeHHOe
TEJI0 ¥ BMECTE C HUM IPUXOIWIO YyBCTBO OTUAsIHbSI U CTHIJA 32 TO, YTO OHA JIeJasa ¥ YTO IPOAOI-
kana aenatb. B ouepenHol pa3 co3HaHMEe BEPHYJIOCHh K Hell, 1 Mao3uHa MOHsIa, YTO BOKPYT Heé
HOYb, M OHA MOAKPAABIBACTCS K YEJIOBEKY WJIM BaMIajly, CUAEBIIEMY Yy eJie TJIEBIIEero KocTpa. 1o
ObLT MY)KUYMHA, OH CHUZEN, HU3KO HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, U CIOBHO JpeMai. Cyxasi BeTKa TpecHyJsa Moj
OJIHOM M3 BOCbMHU €€ KOHEUHOCTE!, MyKUMHA MTOAHSUT rosioBy. Ero umio mokasanoch el cMyTHO 3Ha-
KOMBIM, BIJISIAEBIIMChH, OHA BAPYT 331pOKalia U TOTSITUIAC.

— Karo! — npomenrana oHa cBoum 0e300pa3HbIM yernnyitdateiM pToM. Co3HaHUe e€ BHOBb
OTKJIIOYMJIOCH.

K osk ok osk ok osk ok sk ok osk

Korma Mamo3uHa npwuiinia B cedsi, OHa BAPYT Oy TH/Ia ceOs1 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO XOPOIIIO, e ObLIO
HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MPUSITHO, €€ TeJIO BHOBb OBUIO MAJICHBKUM M JIETKMM, M OHA TOHSUIA, YTO CHIUT Ha
koneHsx y Karo, a ToT cxxumaert e€ B cBonx 00bsATHAX. [10 Kakoi-To MpruuHe OHa OblJIa COBEPIIIEHHO
rojas.

— Kato, uro co muo#? ['ne 17 — mpoirenTaia oHa, pOOKO U JOBEPUMBO 3ariisbIBast €My B I71a3a.
C KakMM-TO CTpaHHBIM YAMBJIEHHEM OHA OCO3HAJA, YTO KPOME €ro MMEHH He B COCTOSTHUM HUYETO
BCTIOMHUTb.

— Kro 51 Takas? — Mamo3uHa npuxana pyky K ero rpyau. ['pyas Karo Obuta B 4€M-TO JTUITKOM.
Bcs, npoxa, oHa omycTria 11a3a, e€ Bo3Mo0IeHHbIN UCTeKal KPOBbIO, B TPYAU €ro 3usijia ITyOoKast
paHa, JTy’ka KpOBH yke HaTeKJIa MOl HUM.

— Karo, k0 310 Ccnenan?

— DT0 HUYEro, JIIOOMMasi, BCE XOPOIIIO, — XPUILIO OTBEYAJI OH, CHJISCh YIBIOHYThCS, HIKHEE
BEKO €ro MOJEPTUBAIIOCH.

— I'naBHOe, ThI BepHYJach, — KaTo HEe:KHO MPUKOCHYJIACh K €€ IIeKe, ero pyka Oblia XOJIOAHON
Y JIUTIKOM OT KPOBH.

— Her! Tel He Moxerb ymepeTs! f He MO3BOMIO! — JIEBYIIIKA BHIPBAIACh U3 €r0 OOBATHIA U
BCKOYMJIa Ha HOru. [ToyeMy-To eil Ka3aaoch, 4TO OHA TOYHO 3HAET, YTO HY)KHO JIeIaTh.

— Jloxucs!

Co cronom Karo cnon3 Ha 3emimio. Mamo3MHa BCTaB Ha KOJIEHW PSAOM C HUM, pa3opBajia
pyOaiky Ha ero rpyau, 3aTeM BhITaluia ero Hox. [Ipsmo nepexn Hell B TyOOKOM, CTPAIIHOW paHe
Ha ero Ipyau, BMeCTe ¢ KaKIbIM €ro B3I0XOM, Iy3bIpuIach Y€pHasi KPOBb.

— M>sn, uTO TH Aemaensb? — JIJACKOBO MPOIIENTal OH, TPEAaHHO IS/ Ha HeE.

— Co MHO¥ BCE B MOPSAJKE. ..

Mbimio3uHa He Jajia eMy 3aKOHYMTh, OMHUM JIBHKEHHEM, OHA Mlepepe3aia BeHbl Ha CBOEH pyke,
€€ KpOBb TOHKOH CTPYMKOM MOJIMJIACh B paHy, CMEIIUBAsCh ¢ ero Kposblo. [Tocneanee uro Buaen Karo,
riepes] TeM Kak MOTepsATh CO3HaHKe, ObUIO COCPEOTOYEHHOE JTMIIO M3JTIO3MHBI U €€ B3/IbIMAIONIAsICS
npeKpacHasi rpy/b.

— Thb1 oueHb KpacuBasi, — MPOILENTA OH.

Koraa on npumién B ceds, AeByIIKa criaia, HOXUB CBOIO TOJIOBY HA €T IUIeY0, MbIITHAS KPOHA
JepeBa pacKMHYJIach HaJl HUMH, OKYTaB MX CBOeH TeHblo. boim He 6bu10, Kato oTpoHyscs pykoii 10
CBOEH TPyAHM, paHa 3aTsHYJIach, KOKa BOKPYT He€ CIIeach B TpyoOble, YPOIIUBbBIC Y3JIbL.

— Most Borunsi! — ynplOHYBIIKCH, TPOIIENTA OH.
K sk sk sk sk ok ok ok ok sk
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PaHo yTpoM, B MasleHbKMI1 TOPOIIOK, JIEXKABIIMKA B OKPYKEHUM YTPIOMBIX, MpauHbIX, OYTU
JIMIIEHHBIX PACTUTEIBHOCTH TOp, BOLUIA CTPAaHHAs Mapoyka. BHICOKMI, aTIeTHYECKOTO CIOXKEHUS
MYKYMHA, HECIIIUI Ha IJIe4e, OOMOTAHHBIN TPyOOi TKAHBIO AJTMHHBIA CBEPTOK U C HUM TMOIPOCTOK,
HE JJOCTaBaBIIMK eMy Jaxe JI0 Tuleya B CepoM IUIalle ¢ KaIoIIOHOM, 3aKPbIBABIIAM JIMIIO. PeOEHOK
POOKO JiepKaJicst CBOei MaJIeHbKOM, KAKOM-TO JKEHCKOW PYKOM 3a TAJTBIIBI CBOETO MpoBokaroro. [1po-
BOKaeMble YIPIOMBIMH B3IJIIJAMU PEIKUX TOPOXKaH, MapovKa MpUOIU3MIACh K BHICOKOMY M, TOXKa-
Ty, cCaMOMY TTPMJIMIHOMY 3[aHUI0 B TOpojike. [T0KUI0M, TUIOTHBINA MY>KYMHA TOJIBKO UTO 3amep TSKE-
JIy10, OKOBaHHYIO KeJIe30M JIBepb U, TOBEPHYBIIUCh, YCTABUJICS HA TIOJOIIEIIINX [IEIKUM B3IJISAOM,
BHUMAaTEJIbHBIX TITYOOKO MOCaKeHHBIX J1a3. He noiins 1o Hero AecsiT 11aroB, BHICOKUIM My THUK OCTa-
HOBWJICS U Cpasy e OCTAaHOBUJICS M TIOIPOCTOK, TOPOIUIMBO OPOCHJT B3IJIsA] HA CBOETO COMPOBOXK/Ia-
IOIIETO U cpa3y ke OIyCTWII rojioBy. C MUHYTY MOXKHJION MY KUYMHA W BBICOKUHN CTPAaHHUK CMOTpPEJTH
APYT Ha Jpyra.

— Buoi ropozckoi ['onoBa? — cripocusi, HakoHell, BRICOKUE. ['010C y Hero ObUT MPUSATHBINA, 1yTh
XPUILIOBATHIM.

— U 4t0 ecnu Tak? — npUnLypsich, OTBEYaIl OXKUIIOM.

— 41 3Ha10, 4TO Y Bac ymep Ky3Hell, — IPOJIOJIKaJl BBICOKUM IMyTHUK.

— Ter ky3Hen?

— $1 Ky3Hen U 51 XoTes Obl OCTaThCs B BAllleM TOpOJIe Ha KaKOe-TO BpeMsl.

— Kt0 3710 € TOOO#? — CHOBA CITPOCHJT TOPOJCKOM TOJI0BA, TIIETHO MBITASICh Pa3ryIsAAeTh CKPHITOE
KaIIOIIIOHOM JIUIIO MaJIEHbKOTO Iy THHKA.

— Dro Most muaaiias cecrpa. E€ 3oByT Hanu. OHa He3/1opoBa, s 3a0049yCh O HEll, — CIIOKOWHO
OTBEYaJl BHICOKHUH.

— A 1ebs Kak 30BYT.

— Karo.

— Karo, 3HauuT, — rOpOJICKOM ToJI0Ba 33 [yMUUBO MOCKPEO HEOPHUTHIN MOAOOPOIOK.

— Moskelib OCTaHOBHUTBCS B IOMe Ky3Hella, BCE paBHO OH eMy OOJibllie He HyKEH, a POIHBIX Y
Hero He Obuto. [TorsaauM, Kakoi Thl Ky3Hell.
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nu301 8. ToJbKo ThI

OT GOJIBIIOro PacKaJEHHOTO TOpHA MCXOAWI HECTEPIMMBIH kap, 0OHaXEHHBIN 1o nosic Karo
B 3aKOITYEHHOM KOKaHOM IepeJHMKE TOJIBKO YTO JUIMHHBIMU IIMIIIAMH BBIHYJI U3 BOJIBI €I1IE LIMIIEB-
1IyI0 YEPHYIO TOJKOBY M Opocuil €€ Ha HakoBaJbHIO. [lofKkoBa 3a3BeHesa ¢ TOHKMM MEJIOJUYHbIM
3BYKOM M MaJ11031Ha JI0 TOTO MOMEHTA KaK 3aBOPOKEHHA, IS IeBIIast HA TOPEBIIMI OTOHb MO/IHSIA
71a3a U ¢ yJablOKo# nocmotpesna Ha Kato.

— Kak kpacuBo! — Tx0 cka3ana oHa.

— Jla, Bpozie HEIUI0X0, — YyTh CMYIIAsICh, OTBEYAJI OH.

K osk ok sk ok sk ok osk ok sk

— Man! Man! IpocHucs! — eBoUKa OTKpbLIa I71a3a, BCTPEBOKEHHOE JIMLO Kato ckiIoHMI0ch
HaJl Hell, ero pykH CKMMaJIi €€ TOHKHUE TUIeYH.

— Te6e onsATh MPUCHMIICS KomMap!

— Karo, MHe orATh cHUIICS 9TOT coH! — mIenTana Mamo3uHa yCIoKanuBasich B €ro OObATHSIX.

— 41 BUzena 3Ty jKeHIMHY, O4€Hb KPACUBYIO KEHIIMHY, OHA ITyrajia v PUTATMBaJIa MEHsI O/IHO-
BpeMeHHO. B Monx cHax oHa yOuMBaeT MeHsI CHOBa M CHOBA, M CaMO€ CTpPAIIIHOE, UTO 51 BCE HUKAK He
Mory ymepeTthb! Tbl FOBOpHII MHE, UTO 3Ta KeHIMHA Mosl MaTh, Bennkas KoponeBa CeBepa 1 4To OHa
KakzaeT Moei cMepTy. Ho sl He MOMHIO HU 9TOTO, HU TOTO IMOYeMy OHA Tak Xo4eT youTth MeHsi! Yto
s crieyiajia, YToObl BBI3BATh CTOJIb CUJIbHYIO HEHAaBUCTb?

— Tor HMYero rwioxoro He caenana! [Ipocto ona GouTcs TeOst U cUUTaeT yrpo30i s ceds!

— Bourcs mensa?! Ho Benp s ouens cnaba! S Huuem He mMory yrpoxats eii! Ecim Obl He T,
Karo, MeHst 1aBHO OBl yke He ObLIO B KMBBIX! — Mamo31uHa TPHUITOAHSIACH HA TIOCTENH, HIEKU e€
PaCKpaCHEHUCh.

— S Bcerna Oymy 3ammiiath Te0si! — orBedan Karo, MArko, HO MOBEMTENbHO MpPUBIIEKas
JeBYIIKY K cebe.

— Tw1 Takoit cubHBIH! S 000 Tes1! — mporenTana Maj, nenys ero.

K ock ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

B 310 yTpo Manmo3uHa npocHynack B XOpoIleM HacTpoeHuH, Kato yxe rpemen MojgoToMm B
Ky3HHIIE, JIeByIIKa TIOXBAaTHIa KOP3WHKY M MoOekasia Ha phIHOK. XieO, OBOIIM M HEMHOTO MsICa,
BOT U BCE YTO OHM MOIVIM ceOe MO3BOJIUTh, HO pa3Be UM HYXHO elé uyto-to? Ha oOpaTtHoM myTH, B
CaMOM HayaJjie y/IuIbl BeALIed K UX JOMY OHa HATOJIKHYJIACh Ha MIPUEKETO B CEPOM ILIalle, U3-T0JL
KOTOPOro BU/IHEJIOCh opyskue. EfBa He cOuB MaTio31HY C HOT, OH YTPIOMO U C BBI30BOM IIOCMOTPE
Ha He€. [ 11a3a y Hero ObLIM CBET/IbIE IOUTH ITPO3PAYHbIE ¥ XOJIOIHbIE. DTOT B3IJIS HCITyTal JEBYIIKY,
TOPOIUTMBO TMOKJIOHMBIIKMCH M IPOOOPMOTAB CJIOBA M3BMHEHUS, OHa Opocuiiach Oexarbh K Ky3HHUIIE.
TpeBoxHbIE IPeIUyBCTBUS TUCKAMU CKAJM €€ CepiLe.

— Karo, Karo! — 3akpuyana oHa, eBa 3a0exaB BO [IBOP, B Ty K€ CEKYH/ly KTO-TO CXBaTUJI €€
3a TopJIo, KOP3MHKA BbINala U3 €€ PYK, Cresble MOMUI0Pbl HOKATUJIUCh IO 3eMJIE.

— Karo! — nony3anymeHo npocroHaia JeBymika.

OH CTOsIJT OKOJIO CBOEM HAKOBAJIbHU, OITYCTUB PYKH, C MCIIyTaHHBIM U MOTEPSIHHBIM BBIpaxe-
HHUEM Ha JIMLE, OIUH U3 MIPUILEJIbLEB B TAKOM e CEpOM I1JIallle TPUCTABUII OCTPUE Meya K ero ropiy.
MmMeHHO 3T0 BhIpakeHHe OECIIOMOIITHOCTH Ha JIMIIE CBOETO MYKUMHBI OOJIBIIIE BCETro Mopasuiio Mamo-
31HY, OHa MOHsIA, YTO BCE MOTEPSHO U OHU TETeph MOJTHOCTHIO BO BJACTU 3TUX OaHUTOB.

— Karo!

— He Tporaiite Moo cectpy! Ona 6ompHa! Ona He B cebe! Hanu He enaer Hu4ero mioxoro! —
TOPOILIMBO, 3aUCKKBaloLIe poropopu Karo.

MykunHa, nepxkaBmmidi Mai, MBBIPHYT €€ Ha 3eMIT0, Tpoe OAaHIUTOB B CEPOM, OKPYKHIIH
JEBYIIKY, BHUMATEJILHO €€ pa3IiisabIBasi.

— 39T0 OHA? — CIIPOCUJI O/IUH.
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— He nmoxoxe! Drta coBceM AeBUYOHKA, a MoII03UHE TOJKHO OBITH OKOJIO 25 JIET, — OTBEYasl
JPYTOU, IPUCTAJIHHO TSI Ha OECIIOMOIITHO JISKABIIYIO B IMBLIN JCBYIIKY.

— OHa KOHEYHO HEMHOTO T0X0%ka, HO JyMalo, 3T0 He oHa! K ToMy ke ¢ Hell Jo/KeH ObITh, Kak
HaM CKa3aJii, CUIbHBIA BOHH, a 3TOT IMPOCTO OOBIYHBIN Ky3Helr!

— 3HauYWT, HUYTO HE TTOMENIaeT HaM Pa3BJIeubCsl C ITOM JIEBKOIN? — MPEJIOKUT TPETUMA.

He ycnien oH 3aKOHYMTH CBOM CJIOBA, KaK BAPYT OCEKCs, YAUBJIEHHO IMOCMOTPES OH Ha CBOIO
IPy/ib, KOTOPYIO MPOH3UJIO YTO-TO TIOXOKEE HAa MeU, TOJIBKO IMOKPHITOE YEITYEH.

— Karo! — mpomenrana neBymika. E€ Myk4urHa pe3kuM JABMKEHUEM BHIPBAJ PYKY W3 IPYIHON
KJIETKU CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA U OTIIBBIPHYJI €0 MEPTBOE TEJIO B CTOPOHY. Be€ ero nuiio u pyku Obutn
TIOKPBITHl YEPHOM CBEPKAIOIIe Yelyeid, mpaBasi pyka, 1o camoe IUiedo ObUla 3aJTUTa KPOBbIO. 3a
€ro CIMHOM, yrPpOKaBIIUI €My MEYOM BOWH BHCEJT Ha IBEPU Ky3HUIIBI PUOUTHIN K Hel JJTMHHBIMU
I'BO3/ISIMU, KOTOPbIE MECTHBIE UCTIOJIb30BAIU, UTOOBI CKPETLISATH, APYT C IPYyroM OpeBHA Ha CTPOMKeE,
W30 pTa ero 1uia KpoBb, OH XPUIIET ¥ JEPraICs.

— He Tporaiite mMoio cecTpy! — KakKMM-TO OECCTPACTHBIM, COBEPIICHHO JIMIIIEHHBIM SMOIUIA
royiocoM, moBTOpII Kato u npesxie 4eM ero mpoTUBHKUKY yCIeIr OOHAKUTh CBOM MEYH, OH CBEPHYII
I1e10 OJJTHOMY U OTOpPBaJl PyKy BTOpPOMY TIO camoe Iiedyo. VI3yBeueHHbIH OaHIUT yIial v TOMOM3 OT
HEro, CMEITHO CeMeHsI HOraMu, TyObI ero IIeBeIMINCh, KaK OyJTO OH TBITAJICS CKa3aTh YTO-TO BaXk-
Hoe. Mamo3uHa pa3o0paia TOIbKO:

— l'ocnonu boxe!

— He tporaiite moro cectpy! — BHOBb OBTOpWIT Kato, HacTynuB HOroit Ha ero ropio. Pa3naBus
€ro CJIOBHO TapaKaHa, OH TIOBEPHYJICS K HEH, Uelllysl yKe IMOUTH IMOKUHYJIA ero JIUIIO.

— Karo! — BocxuméHHo mporenTana AeByIiKa, IS Ha Hero CUSIIOIIMMU OJIarofiapHbIMU TJ1a-
3aMHU.

— HyxHo yxoawTh, rocrnoxa, Hac Haium! — CIOKOWHO MporoBopui Karo, mpoTsHyB pyky u
niomorast Masio3uHe BCTaTh HA HOTH.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Terepb y HUX OoJbllle HE OBUTO JOMa, OHM BCE BpeMsl OeKaJld M 4eM JaJibllie OHU OeXallu,
TeM ocTpee M3Jo3MHA TTOHUMAJIA, YTO KOHEI[ MX OJIM30K W JIOrO TaK, MPOAOIKATECS HE MOXKET.
Omna BceM cepjilieM HeHaBUjIesa 3Ty 3arafjounyio KoposneBy, 3aCcTaBsBIIYIO MX ClIacaThCst OSTCTBOM,
XOTsI COBCeM e€ He MOoMHUIA. KaxIylo HOUb, Ha OUepeIHOM TOCTOSJIOM JIBOpEe OHa yoexkaana ceos
B TOM, 4To Karo cMoXkeT 3aiuTuTh €, MpuKUMascCh K HeMY, OHa 3a0bIBaach TPEBOKHBIM CHOM.
Ternepb OHa MOHMMAJIA, KaK OHU OBUIM CYACTIIMBBI, KOTJIa MOIJIM TIOUTH Oe3 OMAcKU JKUTh U paboTaTh
B JIEpeBHE U TOTJa IJa3a e€ HaIOJMHSUIACH cie3aMu. To, 4TO JIOKHO OBLIO CITyUUTHCS, CITYIUIIOCH.
B 31OT Bevyep OHM He CMOIJIM HaWTH TIOMYTHOM TOIBOMBI, M UM TIPUIILIOCH JIOJITO WATH TEIIKOM TIO
Pa3MOKIIIEH O] OCEHHVM JIOKIEM Jopore. Bech geHb HeO0 ObIIIO CYMPAYHO U KOT/Ia HA4aio TEeMHETh
yXke 1o HacTosiieMy, Kato BAPYr ocTaHOBHWIICS M COPOCHIT MEIIIOK C MX BelllaMu NpsiMo B Tps3b. Ha
MYCTBIHHOM JIOpOre MPOTHB HUX CTOSUTM JIBE KaKHe-TO 3aKyTaHHBIe B ruiamy ¢purypsl. [1o Tomy, Kak
noOnenHeno o Kato, Mamo3nHa NoHs1a, 4To JIeNio 110X0. TOoporsich U myTasich, OH pa3Bs3all
MPOIOJITOBATHIN CBEPTOK, KOTOPBIN BCETJa HOCKIT Ha IIJIeUe U, BHITAIIMB U3 HETO JJIMHHBIN U30THYThIH
Meu, OOHaKWJI €r0 U OTOPOCHII HOJKHBI B CTOPOHY.

— Benp ux Bcero aBoe? ITo ke XOPOIIIo, Mpapjia? — poOKO MPOroBOpUiIa OHA, TIBITASICh 3aTJIs-
HYTh B €ro riasa.

— Berure, rocnioxa! Bpsin m s cMory mpofep:kaTbCs IPOTUB HUX OOJbINE JeCATH MUHYT! —
CIIOKOMHO, oTBevas Kato, He I1saas Ha He€.

— Karo! Yto Tl roBopHIb?! — IEByIIKa BUENWIACH B €T0 PyKaB.

— Onu yObioT TEOs1!

— Bern, uanortka! — pe3ko mpuKasand OH, XBaras €€ 3a BOPOT IUIala U BCTPSIXHYB, TOYHO
KOTEHKA.
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Ha noakamBarormumxcs Horax Mamo3uHa MomsITanack 0exarb Ha3ajl, HO 0TOekaB HEMHOTO,
OHA OCTAHOBHMJIACh M OOEPHYJIACh.

— Kato! — mpocToHasia eByika.

E€ myxurHa, Bech MOKPBITHIN YEPHOU YEIlyEr MEeTaJICs 10 JOPOre YBOPAauMBasiCh, OT JOKAEM
CBHITIABIIIUXCS B HETO SIPKO 3a0CTPEHHBIX OCKOJIKOB, BTBIKASICh B 3€MJTI0, OH MTHOBEHHO PacChITIAIUCh
B TTbUTh. KaTo mbITasics 3aKphiThCsl CBOOOTHON PYKOM, IBa OCTPUSI MPOH3WIIM €ro MpeArvieube, HO OH
yxke ObLT COBCEM PSIIOM CO CBOMMU IMPOTUBHUKAMM, KOTJIa TOT, YTO OBbLIT IIOHMkKE POCTOM, BBITYCTHII
13 CIIUHBI JIMHHBIE N3BUBAIOIIHMECS IIIyTIAIbIIa, KOTOPhIe TIPOH3KB TeJio Kato, mogHsm ero B BO3ayX
Y OTIIBBIPHYJIM B CTOPOHY OT JJOPOTH.

— Karo! — nponsutesnbHO 3akpuyaia Mamo3unHa, Kakor-To CTYTIOp HaIIE Ha He€, OHa He MOTJIa
Oexarh, HE MOIJIa JAXe ITOLIEBEINTHCS.

— Karo!

«OHu yoObioT ero!» INoutn pusmvecku OmIyTWIA OHA ero O0OJb M B 3TOT MOMEHT, KaKHe-TO
M3MEHEeHH s HauaJId TIPOMCXOINTH C e€ JI0 TOro OSCIIOMOIIHBIM, CTa0bIM TEJIOM.

— Berure, rocroxka! — OKpoBaBJICHHBIMU TyOamu MporienTai Karo, BHILIeBbIBas W30 pTa
KpPOBaBbIe CT'YCTKH, OH M3 TIOCJIEHUX CHJI TIBITAJICA BCTaTh HA HOrW. [IpOoCTpaHCTBO BOKPYT HETO
KoJie6amoch, M3rudasich, mepe] ra3amMmu IUIbUla MyTHas mejieHa. «$ momkeH ycrokouthesi! 51 ermé
MOTY BCTaTh!» — MOIyMas OH, CTOSI Ha KOJICHSIX M IS Mepes] COO0M OCTAHOBUBIIIMMCS B3IJISIIOM.
[MocTenenHo n3o0paxeHue Mepes] ero Iria3aMu MepecTano NpbiraTh, JbIXaHUE BBIPOBHSIOCH. EIé
HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]] 1 OH CMOeT!

— DTO TOT *e YepBsK, YTO roMernan Tebe B MPOILIbIA pa3? — CIIPOCU My KYHMHA.

— Touno! YauBuTenpHO, YTO OH CMOT OKJIEMATLCS, IIOCJIE TOrO KaK s €ro Tak oTaesnaa!

— IokoHuu ¢ HUM!

— CnoxHu yxe! — nmpe3puTesbHO MPOroBOPHIIA IEBYIIIKA, HO OCEKJIach Ha MOJTYCIIOBE.

Ha Tom Mecrte, T/1e TONBKO UTO CcTOsIa Maio3rHa, MOSBUIICS CTPAHHBIN Oeblid, MePIAIOIIHIA
CBET, MIPUIJISAIEBIINCh, OHU Pa3IMYMIM B HEM MapsIIyI0 HaJl 3eMJIEH CTPONHYIO KEHCKYIO (pUrypy.
Uro-TO B 3TOM CBeTe OyATO Obl MPUTATHBAJIO WX, IOBUHYSICH STOMY CMYTHOMY YyBCTBY U He 0Opa-
111 y’Ke BHUMaHUsI Ha OeCIIOMOIITHO MBITABINETr0Cst OAHSTLCS Ha Horu Karo, oHu mofonum Osvke.
W korma 10 XOMOAHOM, cBepKamIiel (purypbl 0CcTaBaioch He Oojiee JeCATH I1aroB, PekyIIui T1a3a
SIPKHIA CBET OCJICTIMII UX, OH 3aIlOJIHUJ COOOUM BCE BOKPYT, MCUYE3NIM U JOPOTra U JieC U IO, POTs-
HYBIIIMECs IO 00eUM CTOpOHAM JOpOru. Be€ 9To Mpon30Iio B CYMTaHHbIE MTHOBEHbSI, TaK, YTO OHU
HE yCIeJIM HUYero MpeArnpuHATh, a ceiluac repel HUMH yke He ObLJIO IPOTUBHKKA, KOTOPOTO MOKHO
OBbLIIO ObI aTAKOBATh.

— fOma, Thl BUAMIIB €€7 — mpoIenTa; MyKUnHa.

— Her, JIaHc! — pactepssHHO oTBevasia IeBYIIKA.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT OHU YCIIBIIIAN TOJIOC, HEKHBIN TIOUYTH JETCKUH TOJI0C IPOM3HEC OTKYAA-TO
CBEPXY.

— 41 He no3Bosmo Bam HaBpeauTh Kato!

B cnenyroriee MrHOBeHbE BO3yX BOKPYT HUX CIIOBHO ObI c:kaics, 1 KOMa ¢ y)xacom orryTunia,
YTO eii OOJIbIIIe HeUeM JIBIIIATh, XOJOHAS ITyCTOTa 3aNoIHIIIA e€ JIETKKe, pa3peiBas ropio. OHa ymana
Ha KOJIeHH, 1J1a3a e€ BBUIE3JIN U3 OPOUT, pexyiias O0Jb HAMOTHUIA KaXKIYI0 KJIETOUKY e€ Tesia, PsaoM
C HeW, He B CUJIaX MOAHSThCS Kopuuics JIsHC.

— 4 Bc€ monsina! Ipoctute Hac rocroxka! [Normany Hac 1 MbI OyeM CTyKuTh TeOe! — B Tipe-
cMmepTHOM aroHuu npoxpuriena FOma. Hactynuiia nay3a v korja yxe JeByIlIKa Hayala TepsiTh CO3Ha-
HUE, pe3KIM NIOPHIBOM BeTpa JKUBUTEILHBIN KUCIOPOJI BEpHYJICS B e€ Jierkue. 3aapixasich, Oma xpu-
resa, CkuMasl pyKaMmu ropiio, Ha KOJIEHsIX TOTOoJI3/a OHa K COAporaBIiieMycst B IByX marax JIsHey.

— T'ocnioxa. . .cmyxuth Bam! — kak 6e3ymHas 1menraia oHa.

CBeT NOMepK, 1 M3 3aTyXalIero 6e1oro rjiaMeHu MOsSBUIACH JIEBYIIKA, MEJICHHO OITYCTUB-
IIMCh Ha 3eMJTIO, JIUIIO €€ CBETUJIOCH EI1IE€ HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, HaJl €€ rie4aMu MOJHUMAIUCh OTPOMHBbIE
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OeJble KpbUThsl C JUTMHHBIMU KPacUBBIMHU TepbsiMi. Ho BOT cBeYeHHe MOMEPKJIO, KPbUIbsi pacchina-
JIMCh OEJIBIM ITyXOM, TTOX0XKMM Ha JIEIECTKH [IBETOB. M3JTi03MHA TIOKAUHYJIaCh, IJ1a3a e€ MonEpHYJIHCH
MOBOJIOKOH, M OHa OECIIOMOIITHO yrasa Ha pyKH noxxsaTtusiiero e€ Karto.

— Twt xuB! 4 Tak ycrama! — mporenTtana oHa, Tia3a e€ 3aKpbUIMCh, TEJIO PacciabuiIoch, OHa
craJa.

Kato cMoTpen Ha He€, ciokHas raMMa 9yBCTB oOypeBaia ero. «OHa BepHyJachk! 51 Oosnbiie He
HYEeH!» — C TOCKOM MOyMaJIOCh EMY.

OH BHOBb B3IJISIHYJT HA HE€ M B3JPOTHYJI, CJIOBHO YBU/IEN MPUBEACHE, IIepe]l HUM CHOBa Obljia
Cesepnas KoponeBa, Takasi, KAKOW OH IIOMHWI €€ B TIPEbIAYIIEH KU3HMU.

B ero Teno BHOBb BepHYyJach 00Jb, HO OH YCHJTIEM BOJIM TIOJABUJI €€ M, OOCPHYBIIKCH K CH/IEB-
mmM Ha foporu FOme u JIsHcy, ckasain cypoBO, TOHOM, HE JOIYCKAIOIIMM BO3PaKEHUIA:

— Heuero paccuxuBatbes! B3sim Bemu u 3a MHoi! Ham HyxkHBI Jjomaau! — npyxuHsAmen
MOXOJIKOW OH TIOMIEN BIIEPE, B CTOPOHY TEMHEIOIIETO BJIAJIM Jieca, Hecsl Ha PyKax CBOIO OECIIEHHYIO
HOIITY, TaK JIErKO, CJIOBHO €lI€ MUHYTY Ha3aJ] He UCTEKaJl KPOBBIO.

— Ha, Karo-can! — pacrepsinao orsevyasia FOma.

VX HenaBHME Bpary MOCIENIHO MOCIeA0BAIM 32 HUM, TIOXOKHUE ceifuac Ha TOCIYIIHBIX co0a-
4yoHOK. KaTo permrenbHO mEn BHepén, qaxke He OMIsAAbBasCh HA HUX, C YIUBJICHUEM OH OLIYTHI,
KaK CJIE3BI TEKYT IO €O IIEKaM.

— Mos Man! — iienTan oH CONEHBIMU TYOaMHU.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

— Karo, moyemy y 1ebs1 Bceraa takoe Mmpadnoe Jquro? Jlodoi MykurHa MedTasl Obl OKa3aThCs
Ha TBOEM MecTe! — FOma oTofBHHY 1A TapesKy U JISHUBO KOBBIPsIACh B 3yOax, misas Ha Karo moaép-
HYTBIMH CHITOW MOBOJIOKOH Iazamu. CuzieBIIni psAaoM ¢ Hell JIsHC 3acHyJ1, OTKMHYBIIMCh Ha3al U
cJIerKa MoXparbiBasi BO CHe, U3 YroJIKa ero IMUPOKO OTKPBITOTO pTa CTeKasla TOHKAasl CTPyHKa CITIOHBI.
Ha mouTtu mycroM mocTosyioM ABOpe ObLIO MOJYTEMHO, OT 3aKOMYEHHBIX CTEH MCXOMWII CHEPTHIM
3arax rnora v Kakoh-TO HECBEKEN e/Ibl, PsiZIOM U3-3a TOHKOM, TOIIATOM MePeropoiKu JOHOCUJICS Tpe-
BOJKHBIU Xpar ¥ BO3Hs Jiommazei. KaTo mogHsut 11a3a ot Tapesiki, B KOTOPOU elié ObLIO IMOJTHO Msca,
Y MPSIMO TIOCMOTPEJT Ha JAEBYIIIKY.

— Tak yro? He xo4ew orBevyars? — paBHOAyIIHO noBTopuia IOma.

Karo omycrui rosony.

— 51 naBHO yXke He UCTIBITHIBAIO CTpaxa cMepTH. Sl ymupa yxe croibko pa3! Beg uero st 6010Ch,
9TO CTaTh eil HeHYXHbIM. E€ Oe3rpaHnyHass cuja TOJMBKO MOAYEPKMBAET MO0 caadocTh. Ceituac s
MOHMMAIO, YTO ObUT aOCOIOTHO CYACT/IMB, KOTJAa MOsI TOCIIOkA YTpaTHiIa CBOIO CHITY U 3aBHCENa OT
meHs1! Torna st 6bUT yBepeH, uTo oHa MeHs He Opocut! Tornma st XoTen ymeperb, 3anmias e€, u 3To
OBLJIO UCTOTHEHO CMBICIIA, 3TO ObLIO ObI ipekpacHo! Teneph 3T0 cTaso 6eCCMBICIIEHHO, — OH CHOBA
MPOJOJIKIIL, O€3 BCAKOTO aNleTuTa, KOBBIPSTh MSCO B CBOEH Tapelike.

Oma npe3purenbHO XMBIKHYIA, 1 KaTo pe3ko 0TOABUHYB TapesKy, BCTall U3-3a CTOJIA, U BBILIE
B KOPHJIOD.

— Tet He Oynerb? MoXHO JOeCTh? — BCIIENl €My 3aKpHryalia JIeBYIIKa.

Karo He oTBeTniI, TeMHOTa KOpUAOpa OCJENIIa ero Ha CEKyHIy, MOYTH OIIYIbIO OH CHesa
HECKOJIbKO I11aroB BIEPEN M B 3TOT MOMEHT HEKHBIH T'0OJIOC OKJIMKHYJI €T0.

— Karo! — oH B3ApOrHyN U OCTAaHOBWJICSA, CIIpaBa, OT HETo MPUKABIIKUCH K CTEHE, cTosiia Mar,
CJIE3BI TPOUESPTHIIM AOPOKKH IO €€ IIeKaM.

—Karo! — marnyB ona, mpukasach IeKOM K ero rpyau, 0OXBaTHB €ro CBOMMH TOHKUMH PYKaMU.

— Karo, mue nuuero He HyxHo! [Tpocto Oyapb pssaom co mHom! Beerga! Beerma! — couBurBo
HiernTajga OHa.

— Twl He mpencrapnsenb, Kak MHe oquHOKO! Tam rzie 1 HuKoro 6ombiie Het! ¥V MeHs ecTh
TOJIBKO ThI! $1 yMpy, eciu Thl TOXe MpeJalib MeHs! — OHa 3arjisiHy/Ia eMy B IV1a3a W yBHIEIa B HUX
CJIE3BI.
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— T cTompKO pa3 AoKazan CBOK JT0O0Bb KO MHe! Thl CTONBKO pa3 kepTBOBaJ COOOHM paau
meHs! [Tpoctu, 4To Beé ené 6010ch 1 COMHEBAIOCh, HO MEHSI CTOJILKO Ppa3 0OMaHBIBAJIM U TTpeJaBasiu!
MHe Tak TsKeJo MOTHOCTHIO TI0BEpUThCsl Komy-To! Karo!

— 4 6yny psnom ¢ Bamu, most KoposnieBa u korga-HHOYIb 1 CMOTY JIoKa3aTh Bam, uTo Kaxaas
KJIETOYKa MOEro Tejia MoOuT Bac, 4to Kaxaass MUHyTa MOe KU3HH MpuHauiekut Bam! {1 3acimyxy
Baue nosepue! Knsanycs!

— Karo! — 3agpixasce, npomentaia Mamo3uHa. B3sB ero pyky B CBOI0, OHa MOYTH MOTaIIIIa
ero 3a co0OM, HaBepX, B CMAJIBHIO.

K osk ok osk ok sk ok oskokosk

lonmoa Kato oTkuHY/Iach Ha3aj1, OH XPUIIENT, CTOHBI BRIPHIBAJIUCH U3 €r0 TPyaH, Koraa Majo-
3MHA OILIETalla €r0 CBOMM TEJIOM, TOUHO 3Mesl, CKMMaJla €ro, M OH Kak eMy Ka3aJloch, BECh MOrpy-
’aJics B He€, ToHyI B Hell. HacnaxjeHue, KoTopoe OH OIyIaJl B TAKUE MOMEHTBI, UCXOIUIIO OT BCETO
ero Teja cpasy, pOcjO OJHOBPEMEHHO IO MOBEPXHOCTH BCEM €r0 KOXKHU M CNIAJIKO MOKAIbIBAJIO €r0
M3HYTpH. B Takre MOMEHTHI OH 3a0bIBajl 000 BCEM, 3TO YIOBOJILCTBHE OBUIO HACTOJBKO CHJIBHBIM,
YTO €My YacTo Ka3ajoch, YTO Cep/lle ero He BhIIepKuT. [Iprkumasch kK Hemy, Mai NpUnogHsiach,
e€ rpyab KayHy/Iach Mepesl ero JIMIIOM M OH Havall [eJioBaTh e€ Kak Oe3yMHbId. B MOMeHTHI, Koraa
OHH 3aHUMAJTUCh CEKCOM, €€ rPy/Ib OYEeHb YBEJIMUMBAIACH B pa3Mepax U ceilyac Obljia JOBOILHO OOJTb-
1oi. MaJmo31Ha OMPOKUHYJIA €ro Ha CIMHY, C/IABUB €ro TeJio, ¢ HEeOOBIYAalHOM /711 CTOJIb XPYITKOM
JEeBYIIKU cujior. E€ Horu, 3MesiMu orjieTaar ero HOrM, Karuld MoTa BBICTYIUJIM Ha €€ BUCKAaX U B
crenyoinyio cekyHay Karo 3actoHas, n3rndasch BceM TeJIOM U MPUITOAHSIB €€ Ha/l COOOM.

— 51 xouy ot Tebs peOEHKa! — Kycas ryObl, mpomenTaia Mamo3uHa, TpUKUMasich K HeMy U
Tsokesio Apima. [Touty Ha ero 1ma3zax e€ Teo BO3BPaTUIIOCh B CBOE OOBIYHOE COCTOSIHUE, U PSIOM
¢ Karo nexxana tenepb TOHKasi, Xpynkas AEBYIIIKa, C TPYyIbI0 pa3MepoM He Oosbiiie BToporo. OTpl-
IIaBIIIKCh, OHA CeJia Ha TMOCTEJN, CBECHB HOTH C KPOBATH.

— 4 yxacHo rosnonHa! — moois K ycTaBJIieHHOMY €101 cToiy, Majmo3uHa Havasia eCTh TOPOII-
JIMBO ¥ JKaJHO, 10 €€ 0OHAXEHHOU CITUHEe, BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU Ipoderaa JPoxb.

— 3aueM THI JeJ1aelllb 3T0 O CBOMM TejioM? Benb 310 Tskeno st Te0s1! — THXO CIPOCHUT OH.

— 310 He TsAKeNo! — ¢ HAOMTBIM PTOM OTBevaa Maj.

— IIpocTo moTom Hy)KHO BO30OHOBIJISATH MOTPAYEHHYIO SHEPTUI0, KOTOPYIO TpedyeT TpaHcop-
Marusi KJ1eTok!

— Mo, Ho 3auem? ThI e 3HaelIb, g 000 TeOs TAKOH, Kakasd Thl €CTh U MHE. . .

— Ho Beap manburkam HpaBsiTcst O0JIbINast TONa ¥ rpyab? — C XUTPOH yIBIOKOH OTBeYaa OHa.

— 4 mpocTo X04y IOCTaBIATH Tebe MAaKCUMYM YIOBOJbCTBUSA! M He x0uy, YTOOBI ThI OOpaia
BHUMAaHUE Ha JPYTUX KEHIIWH, Y KOTOPHIX eCTh TO, Yero HeT y MeHs!

— Mban! — oH OTKMHYJICS HA3a/l, BHUMATEIBHO U KaJHO HaOmoas 3a Hell. [laxe ceituac, Korjaa
OHa eJia, IOBOJIbHO HEAaKKYpaTHO, HAIIOMUHAS TOJIOAHYIO XUIIHUIYY, OHa BCE PAaBHO Ka3aJoCh MY
caMoil KpacuBol Ha cBeTe. «Koria oHa AesaeT 3To [Jisl MEHsl, OHa CTAHOBUTBCS YAA3BUMOM Ha HEKO-
TOpOE BpeMsi!» — HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE TETIJI0 OXBATHJIO €0 TeJO, B TOpJIe 3aNepIInIo, I71a3a 3alUao,
Y OH C TPY/IOM CIEPKaJICS YTOOBI HE PACIUIAKaThCs OT HAKATUBIIMX HAa HErO 4yBCTB. TYT OH 3aMeTuI,
YTO 1a3a M3/ HavaIi CITUMATHCS, C TPYAOM JIOKEBAB MOCIIETHUN KYCOK, OHA OOJIOKOTUIIACH PYKaMU
O CTOJI, TOJIOKMB TOJIOBY Ha JiafoHu. BckouuBs ¢ kpoBatu, Kato Opocuiics k Helt v, TIOIXBATUB €€ Ha
PYKH, OTHEC B TIOCTEJIb.

— Iocuau co mHoM, Kato! — HexkHO MpOBOpPKOBasa JEBYIIKA, YCTPaUBasiCh TOJIOBOUM Y HETO Ha
KOJICHSIX.

— M=ae Tak xoporo ¢ To6oii! Tak cnokoitHo! Ceiivyac st momHOCTBIO Oe33amuTHa! Thl 10KEeH
3aIlIMIIATh MEHS. .. — sI3bIK e€ HaJyajl 3aIuieTaThCsi, OHA 3aMOJTvaia, AbIXaHWe €€ BRIPOBHSIOCH, OHA
craJa.

Karo cupen, 6osich noimeBenuTbes1, 00SCh MOTPEBOXUTH €€ CoH. OH CMOTpeN Ha TO, KaK OHa
JBIIIUT BO CHE W OBUT COBEPITIEHHO CUACTIIUB.
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K osk ok sk sk sk sk oskokosk

Emeé nukorga Katcy He m0BOAMIOCH BUIETh TaKOM CBOIO keHY. [ToHOCTBIO pa3aaBieHHOM,
KaJIKO U MO-JeTcKU poiaatomeil. [lpapurtensHuna ApkaHa cujerna nepe] HUM Ha KOJICHsIX, 3aKpbIB
JIMIO PyKaMH, IJIeUr e€ B3JparuBaJiu.

— Ona TpeOyeTt, yTOOBI MBI OTJATH €} Hally AeBOouKy! MHaye oHa yrpokaeT yHHITOXKUTh Hac!
Katcy! — otopBaB pyku ot jmia, KarprHa mocMorpesa emy B r71a3a. E€ Beku ormyxiu, mEKHU ObUTH
B MOATEKAX YEPHOU TYIIIH.

— ApMus HaHATHIX €10 MOPTOB yXke ocauiia ropos mozeit! Heckonbko qHel v OHU OyIyT CTEPTHI
B mbUIb! Eciti Mbl ocitymaemcst e€ rpurkasa, To craHeMm cienyomumu! Ho st He Mory oTaats eii Harry
noueHbky! S He Mory! Puma 6e3ymna! 4 ... — Katpuna 3a10xHy/1ach, OHa MOATON3/IA HA KOJIEHSX K
MYKY ¥ %aJ00HO yXBaTUJIACh 3a €r0 HOTH.

— Katcy, caenait yro-uudyap! JoroBopuch ¢ Heii! Tol Moxerb 310 crenats! [ caenaio Bc€ uto
YTOIHO, TOJIBKO OBl HE pa3iydarbcsi ¢ MOMM aHresiom! Heyxenu Tebe HaruieBaTh Ha TO, UTO CTaHET C
Hamei nouepbio! Bemb 310 1 TBO# pedéHok! KaTey! — ymonsna ona, 3arisijipiBasi eMy B IJ1a3a.

Jluto Katcy kpuBmiock. «Heyxkenu poxaeHne peOEHKa crenano e€ HACTONbKO crabom!» —
JyMaJl OH, IJISI/IS1 HA HeEE.

— 4 Bcrpeuych ¢ Punieit u nonpoOyio yoeauTh e€! — CIOKOMHO cKasajl OH, OTCTpaHsis e€ U
HAIpaBJIsIsCh K BBIXOAY U3 criasibHU. KaTpuHa ocranack cuieTh Ha Ty, Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— Korna 1e1 oTripaBnsienibes? — He 000paYnBasiCh, CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Hemenyienno, — cyxo orsevais Karcy.

— 41 xxankasa? — cyqopo:XHO CIJIOTHYB, poroBopuiia Karpusa.

Katcy 3azmepxkaincst Ha cekyHay, HO, TaK M HE OTBETHUB, BBIIIET W3 KOMHATHI, TSKENAsi BEPb
3axJIonHynach 3a HUM. EjiBa oH Bbies1, KaTpuHa nogHsaace Ha HOr M, OAOW/A K CTOSIBLIEH B YTy
JETCKOW KPOBaTKe, OIyCTUIIACh OKOJIO He€ Ha KOJIEHH M Havasla )KaJHO CMOTPETh Ha CIISIIEro B Kpo-
BaTKe MJIajieHIa. MiajeHel OblT pO30BbIH, C yXJIEHbKUMU, MAJICHbKMMHU NATbUYUKAMH U TPOTATEIb-
HbIMM SIMOYKAMHM Ha MIEYKaX.

— Huuto Ha cBeTe HE 3aCTaBUT MEHsI pacCTaTbCsl ¢ TOOOM! — MpolenTana MpaBUTEIbHHILIA
ApkaHa, ¢ He)KHOCTBIO IJIsI/Is1 HA HeE.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

Katpuna koe6anace, mpoIu yke CyTKM C MOMEHTa OThe3/1a e€ Myxka B SIMarto u J10 He€ JoX0-
WM CIIyXH, 4TO Benmkuil ropos Ha rpaHy KanmuTyssuun. Heckosbko pa3 oHa yxke MoYTH NMPUHU-
MaJia pellieHre UATH UM Ha ITOMOIIb, HO KXABIH pa3 MBICTH O JOYepy ocTaHaBimBaim e€. «Ho uro
€CJI OH He CMOXeT JI0roBopuThes ¢ Purieit? Uro Oyaer toraa? Be€ paBHO mpuagTcst cpaxarbces, HO
y Hac yxe He Oy/leT HUKaKiX COI03HMKOB!» Cujist 32 CBOMM, OTPOMHBIM yOOBBIM CTOJIOM, OHA BAPYT
MojiymMajia 0 TOM, 4TO e€ coBceM He OecrokouT cyapda Katcy. «S Gonbire He mobmo ero?» OmHO
OBbLJIO el COBEpIIIEHHO sICHO, He OECIOKOMCTBO O CyabOe CBOEro MyXka, OCTAHABIIMBACT e€ cerdvac.
Kynauku e€ cxxumanuch, oHa To OneiHeNa, To KpacHena. «$ IoyokHa pemutbesa!» B 3T0T MOMeHT
OOKOBas1 IBEpPb OTBOPUJIACH C TUXUM CKPHUIIOM U B TIOJNYTEMHOE TMOMEIIEHHE TIOYTH OECIIIyMHO Tpo-
CKOJIb3HYJIa BHauUaJsle MaJieHbKas (purypa, Kak OyaTo peOEHKa U 3a Hell OoJbllasi, BUAUMO POCIIOro,
KPYITHOTO MYKYMHbI, HAIIOMHUBILETO eif My*ka. [Tocine ponos Katpuna crana Xysxe BUAETb B TEMHOTE,
Y TI0TOMY HE CMOIJIA Cpa3y y3HaTh BOIIEIIIMX. BpocHB OBICTpHIN B3IJIsA HAa CBOIO KaTaHAaKake, Ha
KOTOPOH JIeKas ceivyac e€ Meur, OHa MOHsIA, UYTo He ycrneeT. Torma, OCTOPOKHO OTKPBIB BBIIBHIK-
HOH SIIIMK, OHA CKaJla PyKOH IJIAJIKYI0 PYKOSTKY aBTOMATUYECKOTrO MHCTOJIeTa, OOMBIIUM MaJIblieM
CIOBHHYB B CTOPOHY PBIYXOK MPEJOX paHUTENsI. «5 CMOTY 3aIlUTUTh e€!» — pelmTeIbHO oayMaa
oHa. Mexy TeM Bomeiue OblIH yXKe PSAIOM.

—He moxet ObITh! — MPOOOPMOTAIa OHA TIOPAKEHHAS.

— Yero He MOKeT ObITh? — KaK BO CHE YCJIbIIIAIa OHA 3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC.

— Toro, 4TO § ’KMBa WK TOTO, YTO Thl TETS, B OUEPEIHON pa3 Mpeaaia MeHs?
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B nomio cekynapl Katpuna nonsna, 4ro cutyanys B KOpHE U3MEHWIACh U OT CIEAYIOIIUX MTHO-
BEHUI 3aBUCHT HEe TOJIBKO €€ Cyap0a, HO Cyap0a e€ MaJIeHbKOM JI0uepy. 3aXJIONMHYB SIIUK, OHA BCKO-
YKJIa u3-3a cToyia u 6pocuiack nepes Mammo3uHOM Ha KOJIeHH, OOHUMast €€ HOTH.

— Barmte BenmyecTBo! — BCKpruaia oHa co BCE BOZMOXKHOM CTPacThio, HA KOTOPYIO ObLjIa CIIo-
coOHa.

—IIpukaxuTe Ka3HUTH CBOIO BEPHYIO paObIHIO, 32 TO, UTO Ta MOBEpHUJIa ciyxaMm o Bareii rubenu!
Msi cnadsl n 6e33amuTHbl niepen CeBepHbiM KoposieBcTBOM, Mocsie TOro Kak Mbl Y3HaJIH, 4TO Bl
yOUTBI, HAM TIPUIILIOCH 3AIPOCHTH O Mupe ¢ Bareit matepsio! Ho Teneps korma, Bel skuBbI, 51 ¢ BOC-
Toprom mnpenam ce0st Bamreit muioctu. 4 Oyny cimyxuth Bam BepHO, Kak s 1 cyxuia Bam 1o tex
nop, ToKa ObUIa yBepeHHa, B ToM Bbl xuBbl, Bamie Benndectso!

— [Nogaumurecs, TETs! — ycrano nmporopopuia Mamo3uHa.

— 4 Tak ycrana ot Bcelt 1ol OecCMBICIICHHOW OOJITOBHU! — OHA yceach 3a CTOJ, 32 KOTOPhIM
TOJIBKO 4TO cujena KarpuHa.

Eé€ TéTka pacnonoxuiace Ha Moy, y €€ HOT IS Ha HEE MPEJAHHBIMU TJ1a3aMHU.

— OzHavaer /1 370, YTO MOs1 Benvkas miieMsHHUIA, COXPaHUT KU3Hb CBOEH padbiHe? — TyKaBO
CIIPOCHJIA OHA, JIACKASICh.

— Karo, nozosu ko mae IOmy!

EnBa peBynika Bonuta, Karpuna Bo Bce I71a3a ycTaBuiIach Ha Hee.

— PasBe 310 He oHa U3 TeX CTPAaHHUKOB, YTO YOUJIH, ... TO €CTh JOJIKHBI ObLTH yOUTH TeOs1? —
CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, JPOTHYBIIUM I'OJIOCOM.

— OrtBers eit FOma!

— 4 n Jlsnac cnyxum Tonbko cuiabHbIM! [loTeprieB nmopaxkenue B OUTBE, MBI CTalM CIIyraMu
Koponesbl Mamo3unbl. Hainm :xu3Hu Teneps npuHagiexar eil! — nourutenbHo orBevasia FOma c
MTOKJIOHOM.

— Bepuure rocrioguna Katcy B ApkaH, eMy HET HEOOXOIMMOCTH BCTpeUyaThCsi ¢ MOeW MaTte-
pbio! — pe3ko ckazasia Masno3uHa.

«Otkya oHa 000 BCEM 3HaeT?» — ¢ cyeBepHbIM yxkacoM noaymana Karpuna. [Tonoxus pyky
IUIEMSIHHULE Ha KOJIEHO, OHA IPOrOBOPHJIA, POBHBIM HE APOTHYBIIMM T'OJIOCOM:

— Ocmemoch nath coBet Bamemy BesnmuectBy! He Hy:xHO Bo3Bpaiate Katcy B Apkan! IToka
OH, HaxOJIsICh B HeBeIeHUH, OyJleT BECTU TIEPEroBOPhl C MOEH CecTpoid, y Hac OyJeT BpeMs /s TIOjI-
TOTOBKHM K periaorieii onrse!

M>simo3rHa yIuBIEHHO IIOCMOTpPENIA Ha TETKY.

— Ho Benp o TBOM Myxk! Thl roTOBa MOXEpTBOBATH UM?

— Her uu yero, uem s 661 He oxkepTBOBaa paau Bac, Bame BenmmyectBo! — orBeuana Karpuna,
U ra3a e€ OJIeCHYIM BO ThMe, PEKHEM XHIIHBIM OTHEM.

— Jaxe cBoeil Jjouepblo? — HACMENLIMBO ocBeioMuIack Mamosuna. Jluuo IlpaBurenpHuLIb!
ApkaHa cMepTesTbHO NO0OJIe/IHeN0, OHAa HEBOJIHO OTIIATHY/IACh OT MaJt.

— He Ooiics, 51 He moTpedyio oT TeOsi KepTBbI, OOJIbIIIE TOM, YTO THI MOXelIb npuHectu! S He
MoOs1 MaTh! — MUJIOCTUBO NpousHecia Koposnesa.

— Bnaropapio Bac, Bame BemuuectBo! — obneryéHHo BbinoxHyda KaTpuna, npuxumasics,
rybamu K pyke CBOEH IJIeMSTHHHMIIBL.

— Bame BemuuectBo, Benukuid ropog ocaxi€H MOpTamu, MociaHHbIMU Barneir matepbio u
TOJIO’KEHUE UX OTYAsSIHHOE. .. — Hauajla OHA, He MOJHUMAasi TOJIOBBI.

— 4 monsina Te6s! 3aBTpa s ornpasisoch Tyaa! TBos 3amada coOpaTh apMHIO /IS TTOXOJa Ha
SImato! 51 cobuparoch BepHYTH cebe cBoé KoponeBcTBo!

— Bul noegere Tyna onHa, most Koponesa? — ynusuinace Karpuna.

— 4 Bo3emy Karo, FOmy u JIsHca. Dtoro Oynet BIOHE JOCTaTOYHO! — paBHOMYIITHO OTBeYasa
MbsmosuHa.

— 3aBTpa MBI yekaem! — oOparuiack oHa Kk FOme.

74



N. Pé. «Apnckme roHune»

— Kak npukaxere, Bame BennuectBo! — orBevasa Ta.

— Moxems uaru! Karpuna tol Toxke! — Mano3uHa B ynop nocMoTpelia Ha TETKY U Ta IOCIEIIHO
BCKOUWJIA 1 TIoUTH OeroM mokuHyna 3ai1 Copenianuii. Kak TOJNBKO OHM OCTaIMCh OOHU, JIUIIO M3
MTHOBEHHO TEPEMEHHUIIOCH, JIJACKOBO YJIBIOHYBILHUCH CTOsIBIIEMY B cTopoHe KaTo, oHa moTsHynach K
HEMY U [IPOrOBOPUJIA HEXKHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— Cremnaelbs MHE MacCax, JIIOOMMBINA?

K osk ok osk ok sk sk oskokosk

IOma u JIsHC cunenu psioM Ha IBUIBHBIX MOPYYHSIX MOCTA, Y X HOT OJJVH Ha JPYroM JIEKalu
n3pyOsIeHHBIE TPYIIBL. Y Hauasla MOCTa, TaM, TJIe Terephb ke HAYMHAJICS JIEC, CHIEIIH Ha 3eMJIE MOPTHI.
WX opyxue ObLJIO CBJICHO B Ky4y B CTOPOHE, HEKOTOpbIE M3 HUX 3aTPABJIEHHO O3UPAJIMCh O CTO-
pOHaM, Apyrue CUjeNu, OMycTUB rooBy. Co CTOPOHBI rOpoa MogbeXasl ITAOHON BHEJOPOKHUK C
OTKPBITBIM BEPXOM, B KOTOPOM CH/IEJIM, BOEHHBII KOMeHAaHT Benukoro ropoaa, Mamosuna u Karo.
MarmvHa nogbexaia K CUICBIINM Ha 3eMJie MOpTaM U ocTaHOBIIIack. [Ipu e€ mpuommkxeHny, 1jieH-
Hbl€ TIOIHSUIUCh HECTPOMHOM TOJMOW. MaJTi031Ha 3anphirHy/Ia Ha KaroT MAallliHbl U OIJIsijiesia Tec-
HUBILHECS TIepel] Heil GopoaaThie JIUIIA.

— {1 — Mamio3uHa, earHCcTBeHHAs 3akoHHasi KoponeBa CeBepa! — 3BOHKO 3akpuyaja OHa.

— 41 3Hal0, YTO MOSI MaTh 3aCTaBWJIa Bac MPHUIATH CIOAA, YTOOBI YOUBATh, M 51 HE JEPXKy Ha Bac
37al — OHa chenana maysy, IJisi TOro YToObl €€ CJI0Ba JIOIUIH JI0 MX He OYeHb YMHBIX TOJIOB U MPO-
JoJIKaa.

— 4 npomato Bac! Moskere uaru no gomam!

C MuHYTY OHM TYHO CMOTpesau Ha Mamo3uHy, 3aTeM, OIMH 3a APYIrMM Hayalld CTAHOBUTHCS
Ha KOJIEHU, OITyCTHB I'OJIOBBI.

— Bo ut0 He mons? Bel cBOOOIHBI! — BHOBB 3aKkpryaia JaeByiika. Ho MOpTH BCE Takke He
JBUTAIUCH C MECTA.

— Ocrabbte ux, Bame Bennvectso! [lo HuX Tyro poxoaut! — HerpoMko mporoBopu Karo.

Mbim031Ha CIIPBITHY/IA 0OPATHO B MAIIIUHY.

— JIsne, IOma, canutech! — npukazana oHa. Ensa onu 3aie3nu B maiuHy, JI?KOHCOH 3aBEN
MOTOP ¥ Pe3KO Pa3BEPHYBIIKCH, IOTHAJ IITAOHON BHEIOPOKHUK 0OPATHO B FOPO/.

— KoHBoii ¢ mponoBosibcTBHEM 13 ApkaHa OyJieT 3/iech yepe3 JBa JHs! — cka3ayia Mamo3uHa,
oOpamasich K J[KOHCOHY.

— bnarogapio, Bac, Bame Benuvectso! — orBeuas Tor.

KoryObl mbui pa3Besich U TUICHHBIE OCTAIUCh ONHU. [ToCTerneHHO OOUH 3a APYTMM MOPTHI
HavyaJl IOHUMAThCS, YAUBJIEHHO OMJISIIbIBASICH IO CTOPOHAM. Bosibllie MX HUKTO HE OXpaHsIL.

K osk ok osko sk sk sk oskokosk

— S mpomy, s ymonsio Bac, Baine BennuectBo, nomaanrte Moo xkeHy! — oJKOBHUK [IKOHCOH
YHUKEHHO CTOsLT Ha KOJIEHSX Mepe]] CUAEBLIEN Ha TPOCTOM, AEPEBSIHHOM CTyJie M3JII031MHOI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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