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CoTHHMKOB

1

OHM 11K JIECOM IO INTyXOM, 3aHECEHHOM CHETOM JOPOre, Ha KOTOPOU YK€ HE OCTAJIOCh U Cllelia
OT JIOUIQJIVHBIX KOIIBIT, OJIO3bEB WJIM HOT 4YesnoBeka. TyT, HABEpPHO, U JIETOM HEMHOI'O €3[UJH, a
TeTepb, MOCJe A0ATMX (PeBPaIbCKUX METEJNIeH, BCe 3aPOBHSIIO CHETOM, U, €CJIM Obl HE JIEC — eJIU BIle-
PEMEXKY C OJIBIIAHMKOM, KOTOPbIi HEPOBHO PacCTyNajcsi B 00e CTOPOHBI, 00pasys TYCKJIO Oelielo-
Wi B HOYM KOPUIOP, — ObLIIO OBl TPYAHO U TIOHATH, YTO 3TO Jopora. U Bce ke OHM He OIIMOIHC.
BrisiapiBasick CKBO3b TOJIBIHA, 3aTSHYTHIA CyMepKaMy KyCTapHUK, PpiOak Bce OoJbllie y3HABaI elie
C OCEHM 3allOMHUBILMECS €My MecTa. Toraa oH U elie 4eTBepo U3 rpynisl CMOIAKOBa Kak-TO TOJ
BeYep TOXke MPOOUPAHCH STOH AOPOroid Ha XyTOP U TOXE C HAMEPEHHEM Pa3KUThCS KaKUMU-HUOY b
npoayKTaMu. BoH Kak pa3 ¥ 3HaKOMBII OBpakeK, Ha Kpal KOTOPOro OHU CHJIEJIH BTPOEM U KypHJIH,
JOKUIAsCh, TOKA JBOE, yIIEAINe BIepe, NoNalyT CUTHAI UATH BceM. Tenepb, OQHAKO, B OBpar He
CYHYTBCS: C Kpasi ero cBUcajl HaMETEeHHBI BbIOTO KapHU3, a rojible JepeBlia Ha CKJIOHE IO camble
BEPXYIIKH yTONAJIH B CHETY.

Psanom, Haj BepiMHaMu eJield, JIETOHBKO CKOJIb3MJIa B HeOe cTepTas MOJI0BUHKA Mecsla, KOTo-
PBIF TIOUTH HE CBETHJI — JIMIIb C1a00 MOOJIECKMBAT B XOJIOAHOM Mepuanuu 3Be371. Ho ¢ HuM Obuio
HE TaK OJMHOKO B HOUM — Ka3aJI0Ch, BPOJie KTO-TO KMBOM U JOOPbI HEHABS3UMBO COMPOBOXKIAET UX
B 9TOM 1yTH. [looasis B jiecy OblJI0 MpPAauHOBATO OT TEMHOW MELIAHUHBI €J1ei, MOAJIeCKa, KaKuX-TO
HESICHBIX TeHe, OECIOpsII0YHOTO CIUIETEHHS CTBUIBIX BETBEH; BOJIM3HM Ke, Ha YMCTOH OeJIM3HE CHera,
Jopora rmpocMarpusaiachk 0e3 Tpyaa. To, 4To oHa mpoJieraia 34ech 10 HETPOHYTOM LIeJIMHE, XOTS U
3aTPyAHSIIO XObOY, 3aTO CTPaXOBaJIO OT HEOKUIAHHOCTEH, M PpIOak mymat, 9To Bpsill JIM KTO CTaHET
HoJIcTeperarh X B 3Toil ntymm. Ho Bee ke npuxoauioch ObITh HACTOPOXe, 0COOEHHO roce [TnHsAH,
BO3JIE KOTOPBIX OHM Yaca JIBa Ha3aJ e[jBa He HalopoJIich Ha HeMueB. K cyacTbio, Ha OKOJHULIE AEPEBHU
MOBCTpeYaICs Jsi/IbKa C APOBAMH, OH MTpeLypearI 00 OMaCHOCTH, M OHU TIOBEPHYJIH B JIEC, TIe J0JIT0
NPOIUTYTAJIM B 3apOCJISiX, ITOKA HE BRIOPAJIMCH HA 3TY JOPOTY.

Bnpouewm, ciydaiiHas CThIYKA B JieCy WM B I10JI€ HE O4YeHb cTpammia Peidaka: y HuX Obu1o
opyxue. [IpaBna, MasoBato HaOpasOCh MATPOHOB, HO TYT HUYETO HE TMOJENAelIb: Te, YTO OCTAIICh
Ha ['openom 6osoTe, OTAAMM UM YTO MO U3 CBOMX TOXe Oojee 4eM CKYIHBIX 3aracoB. Tereps,
KpOMe TSITH MaTPOHOB B KapaOuHe, y PriOaka mo3BsKuBaaM eie Tpu 00OMMBI B KapMaHax IOJy-
1ryOKa, cTosbKo ke Obuto U 'y CoTHuKOBA. JKajb, He IPUXBATHIIM IPAaHAT, HO, MOXET, I'PAHATHI elle
U He TIOHAI00ATCA, a K yTpy 00a oHu OynyT B yarepe. Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe, noykHbI ObITh. [1paBna,
Pr16ak 4yBcTBOBaJI, YTO TMOC/E HeyAau B [IMHSAHAX OHM HEMHOTO 3ala3blBaloT, Halo OBLIO MOTO-
paruIMBaThCs, HO OBOANII HAITAPHHUK.

Bce Bpems, noka oHM LUK JiecoM, PriOak ciblinai 3a CMHOM ero IIyXOBaThli, MPOCTYAHBIN
Kallesb, pa3aBaBIIniics HHOraa Omke, MHOraa fajbine. Ho BOT OH coBepieHHO 3aTux, u Pridak,
cOaBUB I11ar, OMISAHYJICS — U3PAAHO oTcTaB, COTHUKOB €Ba TalUjIcs B HOUHOM cyMpake. [logasiss
HeTeprieHne, PpiOak MUHYTY i€, Kak TOT yCTaJlo rpeOeTcs MO CHETY B CBOMX HEYKJIIOXKHUX, CTOI-
TaHHBIX OypKax, KaK-TO HE3HAKOMO OIYCTHB I'OJIOBY B INIyOOKO Ha/IBUHYTOM Ha YILIM KpacHOapMei-
ckoil nuotke. Ele u31anu B MOPO3HOI HOYHOM THILMHE MOCTBIIIATIOCH €0 YacToe, 3aTPyAHEHHOE
ObIXaHUe, ¢ KOTOpbIM COTHHMKOB, [1a)K€ OCTAaHOBUBILNCH, BCE €11I€ HE MOT CITIPABUTHCS.

— Hy kak? Tepnumo?

— A! — HeornpeesIeHHO BbIAABWII TOT U MOIIPABUIJI Ha IJleye BUHTOBKY. — Jlaneko eme?

ITpexne yem oTBeTUTDH, PHIOaK MoMeInIl, UCHBITYIONIE BIVISA/ABIBASCH B TOILYIO, TYTO MOANOS-
caHHyI0 (purypy HanapHuka. OH ysKe 3HaJ, 4TO TOT He IPU3HAETCsI, XOTs M 3aHEMOT, OylieT OOpUTHCS:
MOJI, 000HeTCs, — YTOOBI M30€KaTh YYKOTO y4acThsl, YTO JU? YK Yero Jpyroro, a camomoOuns u
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yrpsiMcTBa y 3toro COTHMKOBa XBaTujIo Obl Ha Tporx. OH M Ha 3aJaHue TMOoMNaJl OTYACTH M3-32 CBO-
ero caMommoOusi — OOJILHOM, a He 3aX0TeN CKa3aTh 00 9TOM KOMaHAMPY, KOra TOT y KOCTpa MoaOH-
pan Peibaky Hanapauka. CHavasna ObUTH BbI3BaHBI JBoe — Brosen u [ymenko, Ho Booserr Tosbko
YTO pazo0pa U MPUHSJICS YUCTUTh CBOM MyJeMeT, a [TyleHKo cocnaicsi Ha MOKpbIe HOTU: XOAWJ
3a BOJIOW U IO KOJIEHO MpoBaWICs B TpsicuHy. Torga komanaup Ha3Basl COTHUKOBA, M TOT MOJYa
nonHsiicsa. Korna onu yxe Obuti B mytd 1 COTHMKOBA Havasl JOHMMATh Kalelsb, Peioak cripocu,
MoYeMy OH CMOJTYaJ, TOra Kak JIBO€ APYTMX OTKA3aJMch, Ha 4To COTHUKOB OTBeTWII: «[loToMy 1 He
OTKA3aJICs, YTO JIPyrHie OTKA3aJIMCh» . PIOaKy 3TO ObLIO HE COBCEM MOHSATHO, HO MOTO/sl OH MOAyMa,
Y10, B 00I1IeM, OECTIOKOUTHCS HE O YeM: YeJIOBEK Ha HOTax, CTOMT JIi 0OpaIaTh BHUMAaHUE Ha KaKOM-
TO TaM KallleJib, OT IPOCTY/IbI HA BOWHE He yMUpaIoT. JofaeT 10 Kuiibsi, 000orpeeTcs, oecT ropsyei
KapTOIIKH, ¥ BCIO XBOPb KaK PYKOW CHUMET.

— Huuero, Terieps yxe 6;113K0, — 00opsiorie cka3ai Pridak v moBepHYJICs, YTOOBI TPOIOTIKUTh
MyTb.

Ho ne ycnen cnenatp u mara, kak COTHUKOB €331 OMSITh TIOMEPXHYJICS U 3alllesics B IOITOM
HyTpsiHOM Karttuie. CTapasich CIepKaThCsl, COTHYJICS, 3aKaJl PyKaBOM POT, HO KallleJib OTTOTO TOJIbKO
YCUJTAJICS.

— A b1 cHera! CHera BO3bMH, OH TiepeOuBaet! — nojickasain Prioak.

Bopsick ¢ mpucTynom pasauparolnero rpyab Kanuis, COTHUKOB 3aUepIHy.T IPUTOPIITHEN CHera,
1ococall, ¥ Kaiiesb B CAMOM JieJie IOHEMHOTY YHSIJICS.

— Yepr! [IpuBskercs, XOTb pa30pBUChH!

Pri6Gak BriepBbie 03a004€HHO HAXMYPHJICS, HO IIPOMOTYAJ, ¥ OHH TIOILIH AaJIbIIle.

W3 oBpara Ha nopory BeiOekaja poBHAs LEToYKa CJe/ia, MPUITISAEBIINCh K KoTopoMy PriOak
TIOHST, YTO HEIABHO 3J1eCh MPOXOAMII BOJK (TOXKE, HABEPHO, TAHET K YeJIOBEUYECKOMY KUJIBIO — He
CJIAJIKO HA TAaKOM MOpo3e B Jiecy). O0a OHM B3$UIM HECKOJIBKO B CTOPOHY U JaJIbIIIe YK€ HE CXOWIIH C
3TOrO cJIe/1a, KOTOPBIH B TPUTYMAaHEHHO! CEPOCTH HOUM HE TOJIBKO 0003HAYAJ IOPOTY, HO M yKa3bIBaJ,
I7ie MEHbIIIe CHera: BOJIK 3TO Ompeessi1 0e30mmo0uHo. Bripouem, ux myTh MOAXOAMI K KOHILY, BOT-
BOT JIOJDKEH ObUT IOKA3aThCsl XyTOP, M 9TO HACTpauBasio Pribaka Ha HOBBIN, OOIee paJlOCTHBIN JIa.

— JlioOka TaM, BOT OrOHb JIeBKa! — HErPOMKO CKa3aJl OH, He 000PAYMBAICh.

— Yt0? — He paccabiuan COTHUKOB.

— JleBka, roBOpIO, Ha XyTOpe. YBUMIIb, BCIO XBOPh 3a0y/eIIb.

—V T1ebs emie 1eBKU Ha yme?

C 3amMeTHBIM ycHJIMeM Bosiovach c3a11, COTHUKOB YPOHWUII TOJIOBY M e1lie OOJIbIIe CCYTYIIHICS.
[No-BuariMoMy, BCe €ero BHUMaHUE Ternepb ObLJI0 COCPEJOTOUEHO JIMIITh HA TOM, YTOOBI HEe COMTHLCS C
11ara, He MOTepsITh MOCKIILHBINA eMy TeMII.

— A gt0 %! TloecThb OBI TOJBKO. ..

Ho 1 ynomunanue o efie HUKaK He nojeicTBoBasio Ha COTHUKOBA, KOTOPBIH OMSTH HaYaJsl OTCTa-
BaThb, U PpIOaK, 3aMeUTUB 111ar, OrJIsTHYJICS.

— 3Haemb, BUepa B3IpeMHYJ Ha Oosote — xjed mpucHwics. Teruas OyxaHka 3a Ma3yXxou.
[TpocHyiicd, a 310 OT KOCcTpa npurpeno. Takas gocana. . .

— He muBo, npucHutcs, — ryxo cornacusicss CoTHUKOB. — Henernmio Ha mapeHo# pikH. . .

— Ja yx 1 napénka kKoHumiack. Buepa ['poHckumit octaTku po3na, — ckazan Peidak v 3amomyan,
CTapasich He 3aBOAUTH Pa3roBOpa O TOM, UTO B TOT pa3 ACHCTBUTEIHHO 3aHUMAJIO €rO.

K ToMy e cTaHOBMIJIOCH HE JI0 pa3rOBOPOB: KOHYAJICS Jiec, J0pora BhIXoauia B nose. [anee mo
OJIHY CTOPOHY ITyTH TSIHYJICSI MEJIKMIA KyCTapHHK, 3apOCITH JIO3HSKA M0 OOJIOTY, JOpOra OT KOTOPOTO
KpPYTO CBOpauMBajia Ha MPUropok. PriGak sxia, uTo u3-3a OJbIIaHUKA BOT-BOT MOKAXETCS IbIPsIBast
KpHIIIIa yHbKH, a TaM, 32 U3rOpOJIbIo, OYAET U JIOM C capasiMH U 3aJpaHHBIM KypaBJieM HaJl KOJIO/-
neM. Eciu KypaBib TOPYMT KOHIIOM BBEpPX — 3HAUMT, BCE B MOPSIIKE, MOKHO 3aXOIUTh; €CIU Ke
3a1ieryieH KPIOKOM B KOJIOZIE3HOM cpy0e, TO TOBOpavYMBaii 00paTHo — B ioMe dyskue. Tak, 1o KpaiHeit
Mepe, KOraa-To YCIOBUINCH ¢ Jsapkoid Pomanom. TlpaBna, To ObUIO IaBHO, C OCEHU OHHU Clo[a He
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3aryIsABIBAI — KPYKWIM B IDYTUX MeCTax, IO Ty CTOPOHY IIIOCCE, TIOKA TOJIOf U JKaHJAPMBI OISITh
HE 3arHaJli UX Ty/a, OTKY/Ia MeCsIIl Ha3a/l BHITHAIH.

CkopbiM maroM Perbak mormesn 10 u3ruda JOpord U CBepHYJI Ha MPUTOPOK. Bomuwmii cien Ha
CHETy Take IMOBOPAYMBAJI B CTOPOHY XyTopa. OUeBUIHO UYBCTBYS OJTM30CTh KHJIbSI, BOJIK OCTO-
POKHO U HEITUPOKO CTyMajl 0OOYMHOM, TECHO MPUKUMASCh K KYyCTapHUKY. Bripouem, Pridak yxe
riepecTa CJIeIUTh 3a JIOPOroi — Bce ero BHUMaHKe Tenepb ObLIO YCTPEMJICHO BIIEpes, Ty/a, IJie KOH-
qaJicsl KyCTapHUK.

HakoHerr oH TOporiMBO B300pasics MO CKJIOHY Ha BepX MPUTOpKA W TYT ke TMOAyMaJl, uTo,
MO-BUIUMOMY, OIIMOCSI — HABEPHO, XyTOPCKUE MOCTPOUKHU OBUTH HECKOJIBKO JIasbliie. Tak Hepeako
CJTy4aeTcsl Ha MaJIO3HAKOMOW JIOpOre, YTO HEKOTOPhIe YYACTKH ee MCYe3aloT U3 MaMsITH, ¥ TOT/Ia BeCh
MyTh CIAETCS KOpoUe, YeM Ha caMoM Jiefie. Pridak erre yCKopyIl CBOH I1iar, HO OMSATh HaYaJl OTCTaBaTh
Cotnukos. Brpouem, Ha CoTHHKOBa PpiOak yxke mepectayn oOpaliaTh BHUMAaHUE — HEOKHUIAHHO U
Kak OynTo 6e3 BCSIKOW MPUYHMHBI MM 3aBJIajiesia TPEBora.

[TyHbKu Bee elnie He ObUTIO B HOYHOM CEPOCTH, Kak He ObUIO BIIEpEN U IPYTUX MOCTPOEK, 3aTO
HECKOJIBKO IMOPBIBOB BETPa OTTY/A JIOHECITH JIO ITyTHUKOB TOPHKOBATO-SKUI cMpaj rapu. Pridak cHa-
YaJia moyMaJt, 4YTo 3TO eMy TIOKa3aJioCh, YTO HECET OTKYAA-TO U3 Jieca. OH MPOIIIe ellie COTHIO I1aroB,
CWISICh YBUZETh CKBO3b 3apOCIH MPUBBIYHO OCHEKEHHBIE KPBIIIN ycaabObl. OIHAKO ero OKuIaHue
He cOBLJIOCHh — XyTopa He ObLI0. 3aTO ellle MOTSHYJIO rapblo — He CBEXel, C OTHEM WJIM JIBIMOM, a TIPO-
TUBHBIM CMPaJIOM JaBHO OCTBIBIIMX yIJiel u rieruia. [ToHsB, uyto He ommoOaetcs, Pribak Brioiroioca
BBIPYTQJICS Y TIOUTH OETOM TIPUITYCTHII CEPEIMHON JIOPOTH, TIOKA He HATKHYJICS Ha U3rOPO/b.

N3roponp Obula Ha MeCTe — HECKOJIBKO TIap TepeBsA3aHHbBIX JIO30M KOJBbEB C KEPAsSIMU KPHBO
TOopuayv B cHery. TyT, 3a mojsockoi KapToIsHHINA, U CTOsIA KOTJa-TO Ta camasl MyHbKa, Ha MecTe
KOTOPOM ceifyac BO3BBIIIAJICS OeJIbIii CHErOBOM XOMMHUK. MecTaMu TaM BBIMUPAIIO, OYTPHIIOCH UTO-
TO TEMHOE — HEJOrOpeBIlre TOJIOBEIIKY, uTo u? HeMHOro B oTaajieHnu, y MOJIOION sIOJIOHEBOM
MOCA/IKH, TJie OBUTU TIOCTPOUKH, TOKE TPOMO3JIMIIUCH 3aHECEHHBIE CHEroM OYTphI C TIOTypa3pyIieH-
HOU, HeJIero OroJIeHHOM IMevblo nocepeanHe. Ha Mecrax ke capaeB — He MOHSATH ObLJIO — HaBEPHO,
HE OCTaJIOCh M TOJIOBEIIEK.

MunyTty Ppi6ak cTosi1 BO3Jie M3ropojiv BCE C TEM e HEYMOJIKABIIUM PYyraTeJIbCTBOM B IyIIIe,
He cpasy coo0pa3uB, UTO" 371eCh CIIyYrIock. [lepes ero ria3aMu BO3HHMKIIA KAPTHHA HEIABHETO YeJio-
BEUYECKOTO JKWJIbSI C HEMYIAPEHBIM KPECThIHCKUM YIOTOM: XaTOH, CEHSIMH, OOJBIIION 3aKOIMYCHHOU
TMeYbio, BO3JIE KOTOPOH XJionoTaina 0adka MenaHbs — niekia JapaHuku. [IJIOTHO 3aKyCHB C JIOPOTH,
OHU CHJEJH Torja 0e3 caror Ha JiekaHKe U CMEIIUIN XOXOTYHbIO JII0OKY, YrOIaBIIyio MX JIECHBIMU
opexamu. Tereps niepe HUIM OBLIO TIOKAPUITIE.

— Cosnoun!

[TpeononeB MuHyTHOE OIleTicHeHNe, Pridak mepemaray Kepab U MOJOIIeNT K Ie9H, YKPHITON
IIanKoM cBexkero cHera. COBEpIIIEHHO HEJIENbIM BBITJISICT Ha HEW 3TOT CHET, IJIOTHBIM TUIACTOM
JIe’KaBIIVIA Ha 3aTHETKE U Jake 3alevaTaBIInid ycThe Tieur. TpyObl HaBepXy yxke He OblIo, HaBEPHO,
oOBaIMJIach BO BpeMs IMokapa U celyac BMECTe C TOJIOBEIIKaMH HEPOBHOM Kydel Oyrpuiiach Toj
CHETOM.

Czaau Tem BpemeHeM nputaimuiicss COTHUKOB, KOTOPBIN MOJTYA ITOCTOSIT HEMHOTO Y U3TOPOIU
Y 10 YUCTOMY CHEry TOABOPbsI OTOIIeN K Koyoae3Homy cpyOy. Komopen, kaxkercs, ObUT TYT eIUH-
CTBEHHBIM, UTO HE IMOCTPAIaJIo B HeJaBHeM pasrpome. Llen okazasics u xypasiib. BeICOKO 3apaHHbIN
ero KPIoK THXO pacCKauMBAaJICSI HAa XOJIOJHOM BeTpy. PpiOak B cepiiax MmHyJ carioroM mycToe IbIpsiBoe
Be/Ipo, 00OIIIE]T pa3IOMaHHbI, Oe3 KoJiec, ALK MoTy3aMeTeHHOM CHeroM Tejier. bosbiiie TyT HeueM
OBLIO MIOKUBUTHLCS — TO, UYTO HE COXKPAJT OTOHb, HABEPHO, IABHO PACTAIIIWJIM JIIOOH. Ycaas0a cropena,
Y HAKOTO Ha Hell yke He ObLIo. Jlaxke He COXPaHWIOCh YEJIOBEUECKHX CIIE/IOB, JIUITh BOTYbY METIISIIN
3a U3rOpOJIbI0 — HABEPHO, BOJIK TOXE UMEJT KAKUEe-TO CBOU BUJIBI HA STOT 3JIOCYACTHBIN XYTOP.

— INonpy6anu, HazbiBaeTcsi! — Opocui Pridak, yHBIIO BO3BpAIIasich K KOJIOJITY.

— BoIan k1o-T10, — curio oto3ajicsi COTHUKOB.
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BokoM NpuCIOHMBIIMCH K CpyOy, OH 3aMETHO TMOEKUBAICS OT CTYXH, U, KOIJa MepectaBal
KaIUISITh, CJIBIITHO OBLTO, KaK B €r0 Py TUXOHBKO MOXPUIIBIBAJIO, CJIOBHO B HEMCITPABHOW FAPMOHH.

Pri6ak, 3armycTuB B KapMaH pyKy, COOpaJl TaM Mesk/1y aTPOHOB TOPCTh MAPEHOH PiKU — OCTATOK
€ro CeroiHsIIHeNl HOPMBI.

— Xouein?

Be3 ocoboit roroBHOCTH COTHHMKOB MPOTSIHY PYKY, B KOTOPYIO PhIOak oTchinast u3 cBoel rop-
cru. O0a NPUHSIIMCH MOJTYA KEeBaTh MATKUE XOJIOJHbIE 3epHA.

[Noxanyii, M HAUMHAJIO BCEpbe3 HEe BE3TH, M PriOak mogyMa, 4Tto STO HEBe3eHHE NepecTaeT
OBITh CITYYallHOCTBIO: KAKETCsl, HEMIIbl 3KMMaJIM OTPsi/l Kak cieayeT. M He Tak BaxkHO ObLIO, UTO
BIBOEM OHU OCTAJIMCh TOJIONHBIMU, — OOJIBIIIE TPEBOKUIIA MBICTIb O TEX, KOTOPBIE MEP3JH Tereph Ha
6onote. 3a Hepemo O0EB M OSTOTHHM IO JiecaM JTIIOMU M3MOTAJIUCH, OTOIIAM HA OJHOM KapTOIIKe,
6e3 xJsieba, K TOMy ke 4eTBepO ObUIO PaHEHO, JIBOMX HECIU ¢ cOOOW Ha HOCUJIKaX. A TYT MOJUIAU
U KaHIapMepHsi OOJIOKWIIM TaK, 4TO, MOXAIyl, HUrIEe He BhICYHYThes. [Toka nmpodupasmch ecom,
Pribak mymat, 4to, MOXeT, 3Ta CTOpOHA OOJIOTA ellle He 3aKphiTa M YAACTCS MPOUTH B AEPEBHIO, HA
Xyor KoHeI[ TyT OblT XyTop. Ho BOT Hajesk/a Ha XyTop pyxHyna, a Jajibllie, B TpeX KHWJIOMETpax,
ObLIIO MECTEUKO, B HEM TMOJIUIIEHCKIIA TApHU30H, @ BOKPYT MOJIs U O6e371eche — TyAa MyTh UM 3aKa3aH.

JloxeBbIBasi poxb, Pridak 03aboueHHO noBepHYJIcs K COTHUKOBY.

— Hy b1 kak? Ecnu miox, Tonai Hazal. A 51, MOXeT, Ky/la B IEpPEBHIO MMOJICKOYY.

— Onun?

— OguH, a yto? He BO3BpaIaThCs e ¢ MyCTHIMHA PyKaMHu.

CoTHUKOB 3510KO0 TOfIparuBaJl OT XOJI0/a: Ha BETPY HAYaJI JIIOTO MPoOupaTh Mopo3. YToOs! Kak-
TO COXPAHUTb OCTATKHU TEILJIa, OH BCE MIIyOKe 3aCOBBIBAJT 0351011IHE PYKH B IIMPOKUE PyKaBa IIMHEIH.

— Yto THI IAITKK KaKo# He Jiocta? Pa3ge 3ta corpeer? — ¢ ynpekoM cka3ai Pridak.

— [lanku ke B JIeCy HE pacTyT.

— 3aro B JiIepeBHE Y KakKI0ro My>KMKa IIarnka.

COTHHMKOB OTBETUJI HE Cpasy.

— Y10 )€, ¢ My)KMKa CHUMATb?

— He o6s3arenibHO cHUMAaTh. MOXHO U eIlle Kak.

— JlagHo, maBait moronanu, — o6opsai pasropop COTHUKOB.

OnHu mepene3ny yepe3 M3ropoib M cpazy okazajauch B mosie. COTHMKOB Bpa3 CCYTYJIHJICS,
r1yOke BTSIHYJI B BOPOTHUK MaJIeHBKYIO B IMUJIOTKE TOJIOBY, HOPOBSI HA XOy OTBEPHYTHCS OT BETpA.
Pri6ak oTKyma-To M3-3a Ma3yxu BHITAIIII 3aMYCOJICHHOE, Oy/ITO MOPTSHKA, BahebHOe MOIOTEHIIE U,
CTPSIXHYB €r0, TMOBEPHYJICS K HAMTApHUKY.

— Ha, o6moraii mieto. Bee Tereii Oyner.

— Ha najHo...

— Ha, Ha! A 10, m1s/11, COBCEM OKOUYPUIIICSI.

COTHUKOB HEXOTsI OCTAHOBUJICS, 3aKaJl MEXTy KOJIeHel BUHTOBKY M CKPIOUCHHBIMU, HETHYIII-
MHUCS TTATBLIAMH KOE-KaK 3aKyTaJl MOJIOTEHIIEM IIIeIO.

— Hy Bo! — ynoBnerBopeHHO cka3zan Pribak. — A tenepp gaBaii ppaHeM B ['y3aku. Tyt mapa
KHJIOMETPOB, He Oosbiiie. YTo-HMOYIb paccTapaeMcsi, He MOKET OBbITb. ..
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B mnone Ob1s10 erie XonoHee, YeM B Jiecy, HaBCTpeuy AyJ1 YIpPYTUil, He CHIIbHBIN, HO 00XHura-
I0I1Ie-MOPO3HBIN BETEP, OT HEro JI0 OOJIU 3aXOUIIICh OKOYEHEBINME Oe3 nepyaTok pyku: kak COTHHU-
KOB HH MPSITAJT X TO B KAPMaHBI, TO B PyKaBa, TO 3a Ma3yXy — Bce paBHO Mep3iu. TyT Henoaro Obuio
0OMOPO3HTH JIUIIO ¥ OCOOEHHO YIITH, KOTOpble COTHUKOB, MOPIIACh OT OOJIH, TO U JIEJIO Tep CYKOHHBIM
PYKaBOM IIIMHEIH. 3a HOTY OH He oracalicsi: HOru B XxofpOe rpenuck. [IpaBna, Ha mpaBoii OTHSLIKCS,
NOTEPSIB YyBCTBUTEILHOCTD, IBA IOMOPOKEHHBIX MaJIblla, HO OHU OTHUMAJIMCh BCErlla HA MOpPO3e 1
OOBIYHO HAYMHAJM 00JIeTh B Teruie. Ho Ha X0710/1e My4HTEIBHO HBUIO BCE €10 OOJIBHOE POCTYKEHHOE
TeJI0, KOTOPOE CErofiHsi BAOOABOK KO BCEMY HAUAJIO eIlle U JIMXOPAIAUTb.

WM ernie moBe3yio — cHer B MoJie ObLT JOCTATOUHO TBEPJI WM HE CIIUIIKOM ITyOOK, OHH MOYTH
BCIOTY JIEPKAJIMCh TIOBEPXY, JIUIIIb MECTAMU IMPOBAJIMBASICh TO OTHOM, TO APYrOM HOTOM, MPOJIaMbIBasI
3aTBEpAEBIIMI OT MOpO3a HAcT. Tereph UM BIOJb TPUBKY OypbsiHA TIO CKJIOHY BHH3. B mosie Obu10
HEMHOTO CBeTiee, YeM B JIECY, Cepblil PU3pAuHbIi CYyMpPaK BOKPYT Pa3[ABUHYJICS IKMpE, BHU3Y Ha
CHEry MeJIbTEIIMIIN OT BeTpa cyxue creOiu OypbsiHa. CIycTsl 4eTBepTh 4aca BIIEpEeI 3aTeMHEJICS
KaKOW-TO KYCTapHHK — CITyTAHHBIC 3aPOCJIM JIO3HSIKA WJIM OJIbIIIAHUKA HAJl PEYKOM, U OHM HE CIIela
TOILTA K STUM 3aPOCIISIM.

COTHMKOB YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 BCE XykKe: KPYXKUIach TOJI0Ba, BpeMEHaMH B COBHAHUU YTO-TO KaK
OyITO MPOBAIMBAIOCH, MCUE3AJI0 M3 MAMSTH, U TOra Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMsi OH Jaxe 3a0bIBal, Tie
HAXOIUTCS ¥ KTO ¢ HUM. HaBepHo, B caMOM Jiejie HaJjo ObLIO BOPOTHTBCS MJIA BOBCE HE TPOraThCs
U3 Jleca B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM, HO OH TIPOCTO He JIOMYCKAJI MBICJIM, YTO MOXET Bcepbe3 3aboneth. He
XBaTajo ere Oosierh Ha BolHe. HUKTO M3 HUX He OoJiell Tak, 4ToObl OCBOOOXK AN OT 3aJaHul, Aa
elre TaKMX MyCTSIKOBBIX, Kak 9T0. Kaluisuii, mpocTyXKMBaIuch MHOTUE, HO TIPOCTYa HEe CYUTANIACH B
necy 6ose3nblo. U Korja taM, y KocTpa Ha 00JIoTe, KOMaHIup BbI3BaI ero 1o ¢gamuin, COTHUKOB
HE TMoayMaJi 0 00Je3HH. A y3HaB, UTO MPEACTOUT CXOIUTD B CEJIO 3 TIPOAYKTAMH, Jaxke 00pagoBacs,
MOTOMY YTO BCE 3TU JHU ObUI TOJIOZICH, K TOMY e MpUBJIEKaa BO3MOKHOCTh KaKOW-HUOYIb Yac
MOTPETHCS B JIOMAIITHEM TeTlIe.

U Bot norpeics.

B siecy Bce-Taku ObLIO Jierde, a TYT, HA BETPY, OH MIOYYBCTBOBAJI CeOsl COBCEM ILIOXO U JaKe
UCIyTaJICs, YTO MOXET YIACTh: TaK KPYKUJIACh TOJIOBA, U OT CJIA0OCTH BEJIO U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— Hy, xax Tb1?

OcraHOBHBIIMCh, PhiOak 00epHYJICs, IONOKIA, U OT STOrO €ro MPOCTOro BOMpPOCa, Ha KOTO-
PpBIF He 00s13aTesIbHO ObLIO OTBeuaTh, y COTHUKOBA MOTEIUIENO B Ayiie. Bosblie Bcero oH Gosiics u3
HalapHUKa MPEBPATUTHCS B 00Y3y, XOTS M 3HAJ, YTO, €C/IM CIIyYMTCS] HAMXYyJIIlee, BBIXOM s ceOst
HaleT caM, HUKOro He obpemeHss. Jlake u PriOaka, Ha KOTOpOro Kak OyATO MOXHO OBUIO TIOJO-
xuThcs. [locie HeaBHero nepexoja Iocce, KOraa UM JABOUM BBINAJIO MPUKPHITh OTXOJ OCTATKOB
Pa3OUTOro OTpsizia, OHU KaK-TO COMM3MIINCH MEKIY COOOH U BCe TOCTIEAHUE JHU JIEPKaFCh BMECTE.
HagepHo, noToMy BMecTe MOMaIM U Ha 3TO 3aJaHMe.

— Bor nomuny npotomnaem, a Tam 3a 6yrpom u nepeHs. Henasneko yxe, — mondoagpuan Peidak,
3aMe/IIsAs ar, YTOObl UATH PSIOM.

COTHHMKOB JIOTHAJI €r0, U OHM BMeCTe MOIIUIM 10 CKJIOHY. CHer TyT cTai riyoxe, 4yeM Obul
Ha MPUTOPKE, HOTH Yallle MPOJIAMbIBAJIM TOHKOBATHIN HACT; MeCsIl Terephb OJIecTesN 3a UX CIIMHAMH.
Betep ciIbHBIMU TOPBIBAMHU PA3/IONBHO TYJISUT B CHEKHOM TI0JIe, KOPOTKHUE TOJIbI IIUTIENU XJIECTAIN
1o 0340muM KojieHsiM COTHHKOBA. PriGak BAPYr 0OepHYJICsS K TOBAPHIILY:

— Bce cripocuts xouy: B apmuu kem 0bu1? HaBepHO, He psioBbIM, a?

— Kombarom.

— B nexore?

— B aprwuiepun.
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— Hy Torza sicHoe ziesio: Majio Xoguil. A s BOT B IIEXOTe BCIO JOPOTY TOMAIO.

— U panexo npotonan? — crpocus1 COTHUKOB, BCIOMUHASI CBOM ITyTh HA BOCTOK.

Ho Pri6ak 310 MoHsUT MHAYe.

— Jla BoT Kak Buauiib. OT CTapIIMHbI JO PSIOBOrO AoIen. A Thl KaApOBbIiA?

— He coBcem. [lo Tpuanare JeBATOro B MIKOJEe padoTal.

— YT0, MIHCTUTYT OKOHYMII?

— Yuurenbckuil. [IByXroguyuHblIii.

— A 1, 3Haemb, IIATH KaaccoB Bcero... M To...

PriGak He OroBOpwIsI — BAPYTr MPOBATMJICSA OOEMMH HOTaMH, HETPOMKO BBIPYTajcs W B3ST
HECKOJIbKO B CTOPOHY. TyT yke HauMHAJICSl KyCTapHUK, 3apPOCJIH JIO3bl, KAMBIIIA, CHET CTaJl phIXJiee
Y TIOUTH He JepKajl HaBepXy; MOj HOraMH, KakeTcs, Obuto 0010T0. COTHMKOB B HEPEIIUTEILHOCTH
OCTaHOBWJICS, BHIOMpAsi, KyJa CTyIHUTb.

— 3a mHoM, 3a MHOU AepxkH. [lo criemam, Tak Jierde, — U3gajiv ckaszan PeiOak, HanmpaBisisch B
KyCTapHUK.

OHnu 101T0 POOUPATIHCH TIO IMUPOKOK MOVMEHHOM JIOIIUHE, TTOKA BBUIE3JIN U3 3apocyieil Mep3-
JIOTO TPOCTHHKA, OTYASTHHO IIEJIECTEBIIIEr0 BOKPYT, EPEIUTH 3aCHIIAaHHYI0 CHETOM PEYyIIKY U CHOBa
TIOILIA JTyTOM, pa3rpedasi HoraMu phIXJIblid, ITyOOKHii cHer. COTHUKOB COBEPIIEHHO H3HEMOT, TSIKENIO
ObIIIAT ¥ €/1Ba OXKIAJICS, KOIjla KOHUMTCS 3Ta OOJIOTHCTas HU3MHA M HauHeTcs mone. Hakownen
KYCTapHHK OCTAJICS TTO3a/IH, TIEPEei HUMHU TI0JIOro MOAHMUMAJICS CKJIOH, CHeTa 371eCh cTajio MeHsie. Ho
U/ITH BBEpPX OKa3asoch He jierde. COTHMKOBA Bce OOJbIe Of10IeBaa YCTAIOCTh, TOSIBUJIOCH KaKoe-
TO CTpaHHOe Oe3pa3iuyre KO BCeMy Ha CBeTe. B ymax Tsaryue, co 3BOHOM TyJesio — OT BeTpa WM,
MOXET, OT YCTAJIOCTH, ¥ OH OTPOMHBIM YCHJIFEM BOJIM MIPHHYKIAJ ce0s1 ABUTAThCS, YTOOBI HE yIIACTh.

Ha cepenune IUIMHHOTO CKJIOHA CTajlo U BOBCE IUIOXO: MOAKAIIMBAIMCH HOTH. XOPOIIO elle,
YTO CHETY TYT ObLJIO MaJIO, @ MECTAMHU €T0 ¥ BOBCE MOCIyBaJIO BETPOM, U TOTr/a Mojl OypKaMH pOCTy-
TIaJTH TTBLTbHBIE TIMHKCTHIE TUICITMHBL. PpIOaK BeIpBasICs JajieKo Bepea — HABEPHO, CTapaJICs I0CTUYb
BEPIIMHBI XOJIMA, YTOOBI OIJISIIETHCS, — KAKETCs, y’&Ke CKOpO IOKHA Oblia MOSBUThHCS JepeBHs. Ho
ele He JOH[s 10 BepIIMHbI, OH OcTaHOBWIICS. COTHHKOBY MOKA3aJI0Ch U3AAJIM, YTO OH TaM YTO-TO
yBUJIEN, HO OTCIOZIa €My IIJI0XO ObLJIO BUAHO, YTO MMeHHO. CHEroBO# XOJIM TOJIOr0 MOAHUMAICS K
3Be3HOMY HeOy U TJIe-TO pacTBOPSUICS TaM, Mcue3asi B TYCKJIOM MapeBe Houu. [lo3aau ke HIMpoKo
Y TIPOCTOPHO PAcKHMHYNACh cepasi, MPUTYMaHEHHAs] paBHUHA C MPEPHIBUCTON MOJIOCON KyCTapHHKA,
CJ1a0bIMU OYEPTaHUSIMU KAaKUX-TO MSATEH, PACIIIbIBYATHIX TEHEH, a ellle Jajiblile, TOUTH He MPOCMaT-
pUBasiCh OTCIONIA, 3aTAMJICS B TEMEHU MOKUHYTHIN UMM Jiec. OH ObUIT JaJIEKO, TOT JIeC, & BOKPYT CTBUIO
Ha MOpO3€ HOYHOE T10JIe — €CJIM YTO CIIYUYMTCS], TOMOIIM KAaTh HEOTKY/A.

Pri6ak Bce elrie cTosij1, OTBEPHYBIINCH OT BeTpa, Koraa COTHUKOB KOe-KaK MPUBOJIOKCS K HEMY.
OH yxe He PUACPKUBAJICS €ro cliefla — CTyNal KyJa Tomnajo, JUiib Obl He ynacTs. W, momoiins,
HEO)XKMJIAHHO YBUJIEJ: TTOJ] HOTaMH ObLjTa I0pora.

OHM HUYETro He CKa3aM APYr JpYry, BCIYIIAIUCH, BIISAEINCh M MEJICHHO IO BBEPX —
OJIVH TIO TIPaBOM, a APYTroM Mo JIEBOU KojiesiM foporu. Jlopora, HaBepHO, Beja B IEPEBHIO — 3HAYMT,
MOXET, elle yAACTCs JIOWTH Ty/a, He CBAIMTHCS B yTH. BOKpyr mpocTrpaicsi Bce TOT ke MPU3PavHbIi
HOYHOW TMPOCTOp — cepoe MoJie, CHEr, CyMpaK CO MHOXECTBOM HEYJIOBHMMBIX TEHEBBIX IEPEXOIOB,
nsteH. U Hure He ObUTO BUTHO HU OTOHBKA, HU IBMKEHHS — CMOJIKJIA, 3aTHXJIA, TIPUTAUIIACh 3EMUIISL.

— Croii!

COTHMKOB IIarHyJ1 ¥ 3aMep, KOPOTKO CKPUIHYJ U 3aTUX NOJ ero Oypkamu cHer. Psiom Hero-
ABWXHO 3acThUT Ppi6ak. OTKy/ma-To C TOM CTOPOHBI, KyJa yXOAWIA JOPOra, HEBHSATHO JJOHECCS ToJIoc,
OOPBIBOK KaKOTO-TO OKPUKA BBHIPBAICS B MOPO3HYIO HOUDb U mponaj. OHU TPEBOKHO BITISIIENNCH B
HOYb — HE/IaJIEKO BIIEPE/IH, B JIOKOMHKE, TIOX0Xe, OblIa IEPeBHSI: HEPOBHAS MOJIOCA YEr0-TO TPOMO3[I-
KOTO MSTKO cepelia B cympake. Ho Hu4ero onpeneneHHOro TaMm Hesb3st ObLIO pa3o0parth.

3amepeB Ha Jopore, o0a BCMaTpUBAIKCh, He OYOy4Yd B COCTOSTHUM TOHSTH, JCUCTBUTEILHO
71 3TO ObLT KPUK WM, MOXKET, UM TOKa3aJoch. BOKpyr ¢ mpucBUCTOM Inypmiasl B OypbsiHe BeTep
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U JIeKana Hemasi Mopo3Hasi Houb. U BApYTr CHOBa, ropasio yke sIBCTBEHHEW, 4YeM Mpex/e, JOHeCCs
YeJIOBeUeCKHUiA KUK — KOMaH/Ia WM, MOXKET, pyraTeibCTBO, a 3aTeM, pa30M YHHUTOKAasi BCE X COMHE-
HUsA, BAAIM 0a0axHYJ M 9XOM MTPOKATHJICS T10 TTOJTIO BBICTPEJL.

Pri6ak, 4To-TO MOHSB, ¢ OOJeryeHneM BbIIOXHYI, a COTHUKOB, HABEPHO, OTTOTO, YTO JOJITO
CHOEPKMBAJI bIXaHUE, BAPYT 3aKAIUISIICS.

MuHYTY ero HEeOTBSI3HO OWJT KallleJlb, KaK OH HH CTapaJICsl YHATH €ro, BCe MPHUCITYIINBAasICh, HE
JOHEeCyTCs1 1 HOBBIe 3BYKH. [IpaBaa, u 6e3 Toro yxe ObLIO MOHSITHO, Y€l 9TO BBICTPEI: KTO Ke ellle,
KpOMe HEMIIEB WJIM WX MPUCTYKHUKOB, MOT' B TaKylo MOpY CTpeJisATh B JepeBHe? 3HAYUT, U B TOM
HAaIlpaBJIeHUHU MyTh UM 3aKPHIT, HAJI0 OBOPAYMBATH OOPATHO.

— lypytor, cBonoun! s Benukoit ['epmanum.

BricTpenos, opHako, 6osbiiie He ObLIO, pa3a ABa BETEp JAOHEC YTO-TO MOXOXkEe Ha rojioc — pas-
rOBOp WM OKpUK. BeikaB, PriOak cKBO3b 3yObl 3710 CIUTIOHYJI HA CHET.

OHu eriie MOCTOSUTH HEJIONTO, TPUCITYIINBASICh K BETPEHOM THUIIH, 0OECTIOKOEHHBIE BOITPOCOM:
YTO JeJIaTh Jajibllle, KyJa noaaTbesi? Bynro ele Ha 4To-To Haiesich, PhIOaKk poaosKall BIJISIIBIBATHCS
B Ty CTOpPOHY, Ille BO Mpake ucue3ana gopora; COTHHKOB ke, OTBEPHYBIIUCh OT BETpa, HAUMHAT
MEJIKO, TIPOCTY/IHO APOKATh.

— 3HAuuT, Ty/1a HEUErO U COBaThCs, — pelinil PriOak, 03a1aueHHO IepeMUHAsICh Ha CKPUITYYeM
cHery. — Moxer, qaBai toxxOuHKoM ripoiiem? TyT rae-T1o, MOMHUTCS, eIlie JOJKHA ObITh IPeBYIIKA.

— Hagaii, — ogHOCI0XKHO cornacuiicsi COTHUKOB U 350KO TepeiepHyI IieYaMu.

Emy Gbuto BCe paBHO, Ky/a UITH, JIMIIL Obl HE CTOSATH HA TOM MPOHU3bIBaOIEM BeTpy. UyB-
CTBA €ro IPEeMOTHO TYIENH, MO-TIPeKHEMY KpPYXKWIach rojioBa. Bee ero ycwiusi ternepb yxoauwiu
TOJIBKO Ha TO, YTOOBI HE CIIOTKHYTHCS, HE yIacTh, MOO TOTIa OH, HABEPHOE, YK€ HE TIOJHSIICS Obl.

OHM CBEpHYJIM C JIOPOTU U 1O CHEKHOW HEJMHE HANpPaBWIKMCh Tyla, IIe IMPOKUM MSTHOM
TeMHEJT KaKoW-TO KycTapHHUK. CHer Ha CKJIOHe CHavyaJia ObUT MEJIKUH, TIO IIUKOJIOTKY, HO TIOCTETIeHHO
CTaHOBWJICS Bce ITyOxke, 0COOGHHO B HU3MHKe. K cuacThlio, HU3MHKA OKa3ajlach HEIIMPOKOM, OHU
CKOPO TEpelLIy ee U IOBEPHYJIH BIOJIb 3apOCiIeil MeJIKOJeChs, OJM3KO, OMHAKO, HE MOAXO/SA K HUM.
COTHMKOB TUIOXO OPUEHTHPOBAJICS HA 9TOM MECTHOCTU M BO BCeM mojiarajicsi Ha Pridaka, KOTopblid
00J1a3u1 3eIIHIEe MECTa ellle OCEHbIO, 0 YePHOW TPoIie, KOraa UX HeOOJbIION OTPsi/l TOIBKO elle
cobupai cuibl Ha [openom 6onote. HauaB ¢ HEOOMBIION TUBEpCUH Ha JIOpoOre, TOT OTPsI 3aTeM
nieperes K JieaM NoBakHee — B30pBajl MOCT Ha VICIsiHKe, CKer JIbHO3aBOI B MECTeUKe, HO TOC/e
yOuiiCcTBa KAKOTO-TO KPYITHOTO HEMEIIKOTO YMHOBHUKA OKKYIAHTHI BCIIOJIOMMINCE. B KOHIIe HOSIOPS
TPU POTHI KaHapMOB, olienuB ['openoe 60710To, Hauanu 00JIaBy, U3 KOTOPOW OHU €/1Ba BBIPBAJIHChH
Torjga B coceiHuii BopkoBckuii Jiec.

COTHMKOB, OJHAKO, B TO BpeMs1 ObLT JaJIeKO OTCIONA U €/1Ba JIM TIOMBIIUISI O maptu3anax. OH
JeNa TPEThIO MOMBITKY MPOOUTHCS Yepe3 JMHUIO (PPOHTA U HE JOMYCKAT MBICIHU, YTO MOXET OKa-
3aThCsl BHE apMuUu. [IBeHaaaTh CyTok npodupainack u3-noj CroHMMa Ha BOCTOK HeOOJIbInas rpyrma
apTUJUIEPUCTOB — TEX, KTO YIIEJIeN U3 BCEro KOraa-To MOIIHOTO KOPITYCHOTO apTUJUIEPHICKOTO MOJTKA.
Ho na Bepesune Bo BpemsI nepenpaBbl MOYTH BCsl OHA ObLIa paccTpesisiHa U3 3acajibl, a KTO yIesen
WM He TIOIIIEJT KO JHY, OUyTHJICS B IJIEHY Y HEMIIEB. B uuciie 3THX nociieqHux, Ha cuacTbe Wi ey,
okazasicsi 1 COTHUKOB.

Ja, 310 ObUIM OTIIMYHBIE peOsITa, ero ApTUIUICPUCTDI, PA3BEIUYNKH, OTHEBUKHU U CBSI3UCTHL. Kpyr-
JIBIA TOIl OH TIOJTyYasl ¢ HUMH TOJIBKO TMATEPKU U ONarofapHOCTH OT HAYaIbCTBA 32 OOEBYIO MOATO-
TOBKY, MACTEPCTBO U METKYIO CTpeIbOy Ha MOJIKOBBIX, ApMENCKHX U TIOKa3HbIX yueHusX. [lymanocs,
paspasurcs BoiHa, U MM OyIyT obecrieueHsl Onectsias nodesia, opieHa, ra3eTHasl cjiaBa v Bce Mpo-
Yee, K YeMy OHH ObLTM BITOJTHE MOATOTOBJIEHBI U Uero, 0e3yclIOBHO, 3aciykuBaiu. [1o kpaitHeii mepe,
OOJIbIIIE TPYTHUX.

Ho na BoiiHe Bce momyuminoch uHauye. CIydmioch Tak, 4TO B PACMOpsKEHUM Oataped ocTa-
JIOCh HECKOJIBKO CUMTAHBIX CEKYH/I, M HAMOOJIBIINI Pe3y/bTaT Jaji Te, KTO CKOpee COPUEHTUPOBAJICS,
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MIPOBOpPHEE YCTIEJN 3apsANTh, KTO IIPOCTO OKA3aJICs JIOBYEE M HE pacTepsuiCsl B MOMEHT, KOT/Ia y Hero
CaMoro 3aJpOXkKai PyKH.

Pribak yBepeHHO Iaran BHepeau BAOJb OMYIIKH Jjiecka. COTHMKOB OMSITh MPHOTCTAJ, €ro
CYKOHHbIE pacTONTaHHble OYPKH, HEJaBHO AOCTABIIMECS eMy OT YOUTOro MapTu3aHa U3 MECTHBIX,
POBHO IIOPXaJIH MO CHEXHOM 3aMATH. VX myTh Jiexxasl BHU3, BETEp 3aXOqHI COOKY, MECSIl TYCKJIO 1
poBHO Or1ecten ¢ HeOockIoHa. [To-npekHeMy OBLIO MOPO3HO M BETPEHO, OT CTykHu Y COTHUKOBA BCe
CKaJIoCh, OflepeBeHeNo BHYTpH. Ka3anoch, HUKOTJa B )KU3HM OH HE WCIBITHIBAI TAKOTO COOAYbETO
X0JI01a, KaK B 3Ty (PeBpaJIbCKyI0 HOUb. OT YCTAIOCTH M OMHOOOPA3HOTO LTy pIIaHKsI BeTpa B OypbsiHe
roJIoBa €ro MOJIHWIACh I'YJIOM U IMyTaHWLEW HEBHATHBIX (pa3, pasroBopoB. B Tyckioil cymsTuie
MBICJIE TTIOPO¥ SIBCTBEHHO MPOMJISIBIBAJIO YTO-TO U3 €r0 MPOIILIOTO. . .

Hawuxymiee u3 Bcero coctostio 1yisi COTHMKOBA B TOM, YTO 3TO ObUT €r0 MEPBbIi U ero Mocie/l-
HUI (PpPOHTOBOM OOH, K KOTOPOMY KOMOAT TOTOBWJICSI B TEUEHHE BCEH CBOEH CitykObl B apmuu. K
COXXAJICHUIO, STOT 3JI0CYACTHBIM OOM ellle pa3 3aCBU/IETEILCTBOBAT TOT HEMPEJIOKHBIN, HO HEPEIKO
WUTHOPUPYEMBIi (PakT, YTO B YCBOEHHUH OIIBITA PEAbIIYIIEN BOMHBI HE TOJIBKO CUJIa, HO, HABEPHOE, U
crmadocth apMuu. HaBepHO, XapakTep KakI0u CIIeTyIONIe BOMHBI CllaraeTcsl He CTOJIbKO M3 TUITNYe-
CKHMX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTE! MpeblayIlei, CKOJbKO U3 He3aMEUEHHBIX MJIM MTHOPHUPOBAHHBIX €€ UCKIIIO-
YEeHUI ¥ HEOXKUJIAHHOCTEH, UTO ¥ (POPMUPYET Kak ee modesl, Tak U ee nopaxenus. Kaip, yro Cort-
HUKOB TOHSJT 3TO CJIMIIKOM JIJIsI ceOsl TIO3JHO, KOTJIa YPOKHU ero KOPOTKOW (PpOHTOBOU HAyK¥ ObLIA
IJIs HeTO yxe Oecrosie3Hsl, a BCS ero OaraperiHasi MOIb MPEeBPaTUIach B TPyAy MOKOPEKEHHOTO
MeTaa Ha Oy/IblKHOM mocce 1o CIOHMMOM.

Bce 310 mpeacTaBisioch Teneph Kak CTPAIIHBIN, KOIIMAPHBIA COH, W, XOTSI U IOTOM Ha €ro
JOJTI0 BBINIAJIO HEMAJIO YYIOBHUIIHBIX MCIIBITAHWN, TOT MEPBBIA OOW HUKOIA HEe M3IJIATUTCS B €ro
namsTy.

...YeTBepThIil IeHb POXOUYIIasi KOJIOHHA MOJIKA TAIMJIACh MO JIECHBIM M IIPOCETIOYHBIM JOPO-
ram Ha 3araj, IIOTOM CBEpHYJIa Ha 10T, HO He ITpoexajia 1 IeCsITKa KUIOMETPOB, KaK ee OBEPHYJIN Ha
ceBep. Tpakropa cBOMM HEyMOJTUHBIM PEBOM OIIIYIIATHA OKPECTHOCTh, OT MeperpeBa Kurenia Bojia B
paauMaTopax, MoT U MbUTh pa3benaiu juia 6oroB. C paHHero yTpa A0 TEMHOTHI HaJl HUMU BHCeNIa
HEeMellKasi aBHallisl, «IOHKEPChl» HEMPEePhIBHO OCHINAIM KOJOHHY OomOamu. Bce Ha nopore ObLIO
3aBaJIeHO TIECKOM M 3eMJICH, CMPa/IHO TrOpeNu TSIrayu, ylelieBire 0e30CTAHOBOYHO 00BE3KAIM UX:
KOJIOHHA He TpeKpallajia ABMKeHUs. BOorIpl co cTaHUH OeCTIopsiIOYHO MaJIMIIM BBEpX M3 BUHTOBOK,
HO TIOJIb3bI OT TaKOW MX CTPesibObl ObUTO Masio. OHM JJake He MOIJIM 3aCTAaBUTh CAMOJIETHI MOAHATHCS
BBIIIIE, ¥ T€ HOCWJIMCh HaJl JOPOTOM, eBa He 3a/eBasi BEPXYIIKH MMOCAJIOK.

COTHUKOB cHjIeNT Ha TOJIOBHOM B OaTapee TPaKTope M Kak M30aBJIeHHUsI, KaK CaMOro OOJIBIIIOTO
CUacThsl KaXJaJl KOMaHIbl CheXaTh C 3TOUM MPOKJISATON JOPOTH U Pa3BEpPHYThCS. YK OH Obl TOrAa
BcTpeTril HemiieB. OH Obl OOpYIIMIT Ha MX TOJIOBBI TAKOE, YTO UM U He cHIIoch. Ho He Obuto naxe
KOMaH/[Ibl OCTAHOBHTKCSI, TIOJIK BCE ABUTAJICS U IBUTAJICS, M KasK/Ible JIBA Yaca HaJl HUM pasrpyKaJIvich
OOHArJIeBIIE «IOHKEPChI» M «XEHHKEM», TIepe]] KOTOPHIMHU BCSI 9Ta OrHEeBasi MOIIb Oblia Oe33aIuT-
HOM.

Tak HacTynuiIa NOCAEAHSIS HOUb UX OTyKIaHUS TIO 3aMaHOOIOPYCCKUM JIOPOTaM.

[Nonk ObLT yXe JajieKo He TOT, YTO BHavYaJIe: HECKOJIbKO pacyeToB MOruoIio, B ero 6atapee mouTH
MpsIMBIM TIOMaaHeM 60MOBI pa3BOPOTHJIO Ha Jjopore opyaue. [1paBna, Tpu ele ocTaBaIuCh UCIPaB-
HBIMH, Pa3Be YTO CO BMSATMHAMM Ha IIUTaX, C M30JPAHHON I'YCMAaTHUKOMN KOJIEC U MHOKECTBOM OCKO-
JIOUHBIX [IPAMOB Ha CTBOJIAX M CTAHMHAX. Y BTOPOTO OPYAMsi IOTEK MPOOUTHIN HAKATHUK. YeTBephIX
NoruommMx OaTapeiIibl Be3M B MpHILIETe Ha CHAPSAHBIX SIIMKAX, CEMEPBIX pPaHEHbIX OTIPABIIIU B
ThUL. BripoueM, 9To ObLTH ellie He caMble OOJIBbINIE TIOTePH — IPYTrUM OaTapesiM JocTaioch xyxke. [Tos-
KOBasi KOJIOHHA COKPATUJIaCh €/1Ba He HAMOJIOBHHY, HECKOJIBKO OPYIUIl OCTAJIOCHh Ha JIOpOre: TMOBpe-
KJIEHHbIE TPAKTOPa HE MOIJIM MX TSHYTb, a 3alIaCHBIX He ObLI0. Ternephb MouTH BCIo HOUb IBUTATUCH HA
BOCTOK, ¥ B 9TOM ObUT Tu10xou nipusHak: [THII, 3akypuBIImMii 13 ero nayku, HAMEKHYJI HA OKpYKeHHe,
OHO M B CaMOM JieJie ObLIO MoX0Xke Ha To. BOMIIbl He criany Bce YeTBepO CYTOK, HEKOTOpBIE, CHIs Ha
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CTaHWHAX, HEMHOTO B3[PEMHYJIM TOJI YTPO — HOUb OblJIa CAMOU CIIOKOWHOH MOPOM, ecii Obl He 3Ta
HeOornpeeIeHHOCTh B 00CTaHOBKE, YePHOM TIaX0H HaBHCINas Haf rosikoMm. [lepen paccBeTom crenanu
KOPOTKYIO OCTAaHOBKY B KaKOW-TO JIepeBHE, HABCTPeUy UM NIEXOTUHIIbI; HeBJaJeKe, BUAHO ObUIO B
HOYH, 32KKE€HHOE aBHAIMel, YTO-TO TOpesio sIPKUM, Ha MojHe0a, TlaMeHeM — TOBOPHITH, CTaHIIMS.
HukTOo MM He 0OBSICHWI HUYEro, BUAHO, KOMAHAMPHI 3HATHM HE OOJiblle OOUIOB, HO JIIOASAM KaK-TO
camMo co0oil repeasioch, YTo coBceM ONM3KOo HeMIlbl. Bckope komanup nosnka maiiop [apaxaeBud
MOBEPHYJI KOJIOHHY Ha OOKOBYIO, oOcakeHHyI0 BepOamu gopory. [Toexamu kyga-to Ha tor. Houbio
ObLIO CHIOKOWHee Oe3 aBhalliy, 3aTO OHH OBUTH CJIEMbl U TIIyXU: 32 PEBOM TPAKTOPOB HUYETO HEBO3-
MOXHO OBLJIO YCIIBIIIATH, @ B JIETHEH HOYHOW TEMHOTE HE MHOTO yBUAMIIb. [lepen cambiM paccBeToM
COTHMKOB He BBIIEpPKaJl M TOJIBKO 33/ipeMaJl Ha CHJEHbE, KaK TPOMOBOI B3phIB HA OOOUMHE BBIPBAJI
ero u3 cHa. Kombara oOnasio 3emJieit 1 ropsideit BOJTHOM B3pbIBa, OH TYT ke BcKouml: «Komcomorer»
CUJIBHO OCeJI Ha MpaByIo ryceHuIly. M TyT Havyanock. ..

Kak pa3 cBerasio, 3a Bepbamu SIpKO CHHEI Kpail HeOa 1 cepesio OBCSHOE TMOJie, a OTKYJa-TO CIie-
peau, OT TOJIOBBI KOJIOHHBI, MIX HaYaJIM paccTpenrBarth TaHKU. He ycrienn COTHUKOB COCKOYMTH C TPaK-
TOpPA, KaK PsJIOM 3allbliaj TSArad TpeThel OaTapeu, MpoBaIMIach B BOPOHKY rayonia. OrmyiieHHbIi
ONMM3KMMHU yAapaMu B3pHIBOB, OH CKOMaHIOBaJI Oarapee pa3BepHYThCS BIPABO M BJIEBO, HO HE Tak
MPOCTO OBLIIO BBIBEPHYTHCS C TPOMO3JIKMMHU OPYAUSIME Ha y3KOU gopore. Bropoit pacuer 6pocuiics
yepe3 KaHaBy B OBEC M TYT K€ TOJYYWJI [Ba CHapsijia B TPAKTOP, rayOuIla OMPOKUHY/IACh, 33/1paB
BBEPX KOJIECO. YTPO CBETHJIOCH SIPKUM TUIaMEHEM TOpsIIIUX TPAKTOPOB, MOCAIKHU 3aCTIANIO COMSIPHBIM
IBIMOM — TAHKU PACCTPETUBAIIH TMOJIK HA IOPOTe.

370 OBUIO HAMXYIIIEE, YTO MOIJIO CIIyYUThCSI, — OHU TIOTMOAH, & BCSI UX OTHEBAsl MOIIb OCTa-
BaJIaCh MOYTH HEMCIOJIL30BaHHOU. [TOHSB, UTO MM OTBEIEHO HECKOJIBKO CKYMBIX CeKyHIl, COTHUKOB
C pacyeToM Koe-Kak pa3BepHY. MpsSMO Ha JOPOre MOCIETHIOn YIEIeBIIy0 rayouIly 1, He yKper-
JIsis1 CTAHUH, €]]Ba YCIIEB COIPATh Y€XOJI CO CTBOJIA, BHICTPEIIIII TSDKEJIBIM CHapsiaoM. CHavasa Helb3s
ObLIO U Pa3IJIsETD, TIe Te TAHKU: TOJIOBHbIE B KOJIOHHE MaIlIMHbBI TOPEITH, YIIeJIeBIIre OOMIIbI C HUX
Oexany Hazaj, IbIM U TOKOPEXEHHbIE TPAKTOpa BIEpeq MeIald MpUUeTUuThesl. Ho monMuHyThI
CITyCTsI MEKly BepOaMu OH BCe K€ YBUIEN MEepBbIii HEMEIKUI TaHK, KOTOPbIA MEIJIHHO TON3 32
KaHaBOW U, CBEpPHYB OPYIUIHBIN CTBOJI, FaXaJl U raxajl BHICTPeJaMHi HAaUCKOCOK 1O KoJloHHe. COTHU-
KOB OTTOJIKHYJI HABOJUMKA (Opyaue ObUIO YKe 3apsiKeHO), APOKAIIUMH PyKaMH KOe-KaK JOBEpPHYIT
TOJICTEHHBIH rayOMYHBIN CTBOJI M HAKOHEIT MOWMAJT 3TO eIlle TYCKJIOe B yTPEHHEH IBIMKE CTPAITUIIUIIES
Ha MepeKpecTKe MaHOPaMBbI.

BeicTpen ero rpoxHysn MogoOHO yaapy rpoma, rayouiia CUJIBHO cliajia Haszajl, OOJbHO yaa-
pUJIa TAaHOPaMOM B CKYJTy; BHU3Y, M3-T10/1 HE3aKPEIUICHHBIX COITHUKOB, OPBI3HYJIO UCKPAMH OT KaM-
Hell, OJJHAa CTaHMHA ITyOOKO Bpe3aiach COIHMKOM B OPOBKY KaHaBbl, BTOpas OCTajJach Ha Becy Ha
nopore. CKBO3b MbLTb, OIHSATYIO BBICTPEJIOM, OH eIlle He YCTIeNl HIUETO PasIIsieTh, HO YCIIbIIIAN, Kak
PaJOCTHO 3aKpUYal HABOAUMK, ¥ TIOHSU, UTO nonai. OH TYT e OISATh MPUIA K TAaHOpaMe — e/1Ba He
3aKpbIBasi COOOM BCe ee ToJie 3peHus], 32 JOPOTOl JABUTAJICS BTOPOM TaHK, KOMOAT BIIEPWIT rayouy-
HBIT CTBOJI B €T0 Cepoe JIOUIIE — TaK OJIM3KO TOT Ka3aJics B ONTUKE — U KPUKHYIT: «OroHs!» 3aMko-
BBII OTpearnpoBajl BOBPEMs, BHICTPEI OISATh OMIYIIAJ €r0, HO B 3TOT pa3 OH YCIIeNl YKJIOHHUTBCS OT
MAHOPaMBI ¥ 3 IBUTBIO TIEpes] CTBOJIOM YBHJIEN, KaK TO, YTO 33 CEKYH[Y JIO BBICTpesa ObLIIO TAHKOM,
XPSACTHYJIO, OYITO SIMYHASI CKOPJYIA, XU OT MOITHOTO BHYTPEHHETO B3phIBA YaCTSIMHU Pa3BaJIMIIOCh B
cropoHbl. HeroBopoTnBasi, Tsokenasi, mpeIHa3HaueHHas AJIs1 CTPesbObl M3 IAJIEKOTO Thijla rayouria
CBOMIM MOIIIHBIM CHApPSIJIOM pa3Hecia TaHK BIpeOesrH.

HeoxumanHo mux oxBaTuil azapT 00eBOM yaaud. Yke He oOpaliasi BHUMaHHS Ha TOTEpH, Ha
yOUTBIX U paHEHbIX, YTO, UCTEKask KPOBBIO, KOPYMJIMCh HA MBIJIbHOM OYJIbIKHUKE, HA OTOHb, TIOXKH-
PaBIINI X TEXHUKY, M Tpajl MyJb OTTYJA, U3 TAHKOB, HECKOJIBKO YIIEJIEBIIMX PACUETOB BCTYIHMJIM B
HepaBHBIN O0¥ ¢ TaHKamMu. Tem BpeMeHeM paccBelo, yKe CTalo BUAATh, KyJa HeauThesi. Heckombko
MOXapOB ABIMHO TIBUIAJIH 32 JIOPOTO: HEMELIKHE MaIlIMHbI TOPEITH.
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COTHMKOB BBIITYCTHJT IIECTD TSKEJIBIX CHAPSIOB M pa3Hec BApeOesry ee 1Ba TaHka. Ho kakoe-
TO MOJICO3HATEIEHOE, 00OCTPEHHOE OMACHOCTHIO YyBCTBO MOJICKA3JIO MY, UTO yladya KOHYAeTCsl, UTO
CyAbOOH WM CITydaeM OTITyIIEHHbIE CEKYH/Ibl UCTIOIb30BAHbl UM TIOJTHOCTBIO, UTO CIIEIYIONINIA, BTO-
PO WM TPEeTHii CHapsi U3 TaHKa OyJeT ero. Briepeau XuBbBIX, HABEPHOE, YK€ HE OCTAJIOCh, TIOCIe -
HUM TIPUTALWICS OTTYy/AA W yHaj, oOnMBasi KPOBBIO CTaHMHY, KOMaHIUP TOJNKA; PsIOM B KaHaBe
0axanu u3 KapaOMHOB HECKOJIBKO OOWIIOB — METWJIM B TAaHKOBBIE IIeW. Bosne AIMKOB yTKHYIICSA
rOJIOBOM B 3eMuTio 3apsikaroriuii Korotkos, c3aay HUKOro 6ombiie He Obi10. Torma COTHUKOB Ha YeT-
BEPEHbKAX caM OPOCUJICS K CHAPAIHOMY SIMKY. OIHAKO OH He YCIIeJ JIONON3TH IO Hero, Kak c3au
OITyIIAIoNIe TPOXHYJIO, Tyrasi BOJIHA B3pbIBA pacillacTayia ero Ha OyJIbDKHUKE, U YepHOE YAyIUIMBOE
MOKPBIBAJIO HA HECKOJIBKO JIONTHUX CEKYH/I 3aKPbLJIO OO0 10pory. 3aJ0XHYBIIMCH OT 3eMJTH U TIbUTH,
OH KpAaeIIKOM CO3HaHHS BCE € MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO XUB, M TYT Ke O[] JIABOM 3eMJISIHON TPYXH,
KOTOpasi HU3PUHYJIaCh CBEPXY, pBaHyJcs K opyauio. Ho rayouiia yxe HEMOIIIHO CKOCOOOUMIACh Ha
Kpaio BOPOHKH, CTBOJI B3PHIBOM CBEPHYJIO B CTOPOHY, CMPAJIHO ropesa pe3ruHa KojaecHoro odoxa. U
TOT/1a OH TIOHSU, YTO 9TO KoHell. OH IJI0XO ellie cooOpaskal, cam yIiesen Wil HeT, HO 9yBCTBOBAJ, UTO
OIJIOX: B3PbIBBI BOKPYT YIIUIM 32 HEMTPOHUIIAEMYIO TOJICTYIO CTEHY, ApYTMe 3ByKH BCE Pa3oM UCUE3IH,
B TOJIOBE CTOSUT MIPOTSKHBIA OOJIe3HEHHBIN 3BOH. M3 HOCa MOKa3anack KpOBb, OH TPSI3HO pa3masal ee
110 JIMITY ¥ CHOJI3 C IOPOTH B KaHaBy. HanpoTus, 3a BepOamH, TSKENIO NepeBaMBasiCh HA TYCEHUIAX,
111eJ1, HABEpHO, TOT CaMbli, TOMOMBINMI ero TaHK. CBEeXW YTPEHHUI BETep CTJIAJl YepHbIe KOCMBI
AbIMa OT TIBLIAIOIIEr0 TPAKTOpa, )KUPHO BOHSJIO CONSIPKOW U TPOTHJIOM OT B3PBIBOB, JIBIMHO TJIEJa
TMMHACTEpKa Ha TUIlede yKe HeKMBOTO KOMaHIHMpa MOJKa.

[NoTpsicenHblil HEOKUAAHHOCTHIO pa3rpoMa, COTHUKOB MUHYTY OCOJIOBEJIO CMOTpEJ Ha TON3Y-
IIMe 32 JOPOroil HeMelKKMe TAHKU, UX HOMepa U YepHO-OeJble, BHIOUTHIE TI0 TpadapeTy KpecThl. U
TOT/Ia KTO-TO AEPHYJI €r0 3a PyKaB, OH MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY — PS/IOM TOSIBUJIOCH 3aMlauKaHHOE Caked U
KPOBBIO JIUIIO CTApIIMHBI OaTapen, KOTOPBIM YTO-TO KpUYasl eMy M MOKa3bIBaJI PyKOU B ThUI, Ky/a 10
KaHaBe Oexany OOMIbL.

OHM BCKOUWIIM ¥ CKBO3b BOHIOUHI JIbIM HaJl IOPOTOM, TPUTHYBIIMCh, TAK:KE TOOSKATN TY/A. . .
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3

PriGak o0o1ien MBICOK MEJIKOJIEChsl M OCTAHOBMIICSI. Briepenu, Ha CKJIOHE NPUTOpKa, B eaBa
CepeBIIIeM ITPOCTPAHCTBE HOUM, TEMHENN KpaiHue MOCTPOUKH epeBHU. Kak oHa BhITIIsAeNa OTCiona,
Pribak yxe He MOMHWII: KOra-To, B Havajle OCEHH, OHHM MPOXOAWIA CTOPOHOMW IO JI0pore, HO B
JEpeBHIO He 3axonuiu. Bripodem, ceifuac 310 ero Mayio 3a00THJIO — BakHee ObUIO OMpENeTnTh, HET
JIM TaM HEMIIEB WJIH TMOJIUIaeB, YTOObl HEHAPOKOM HE YTOAWTH B 3aIa HIO.

OH Heno/Iro MOCTOST BO3JIE KYCTAPHUKA, MPHUCIYIIMBASCh, HO HUYETrO0 TMONO3PUTENIBHOTO B
AepeBHe Bpojie He ObUIO CITBIITHO. JIOHECTIOCh HECKOJIBKO Pa3PO3HEHHBIX,, PUIJTYIIEHHBIX HOYBIO 3BY-
KOB, JICHMBO NPOTsIBKaJa codaka. [lo-mpexkHemMy ynpyro v HACTOMYMBO /IyJ BETEp, TUXO MOCBUCTHI-
Basl PSZIOM B MEP3JIbIX BETBSIX, MaXHYJIO IBIMOM — TJIe-TO, HABEPHO, TONMIN. TeM BpeMeHeM c3aau
niozorties1 COTHMKOB M, OCTAHOBUBIIIHChH, TOKE BCMOTPEJICS B CEPblE CyMEPKH.

— Hy uro?

— Bpone tuxo, — Herpomko ckazain Peidak. — [Nonum nomaiy.

Bbis10 Ob1 ynoOHee 1 Kopove CBepHYTh K KpaiiHell B 9TOM iepeBHE N30YIIIKe, YTO TEMHEIa HeB/1a-
JIeKe, TI0 caMble OKHa YBSI3HYB B Cyrpo0e, — TaM HaurHaach ynuiia. Ho Bo3ne kpaiiHeit Beerna 00I1b-
U PUCK HATIOPOTHCS HA HEMTPUSATHOCTB: B KOHIIE YJIUIIBI OOBIYHO 3aKaHUMBAIOT CBOM MapILIpyT Kapa-
YJIBIIUKY ¥ TIATPYJIU, TaM e YCTpauBaeT 3acajbl Mojuiusl. Y oH CBepHYJI 1O CHETy B CTOPOHY. Baonb
MIPOBOJIOYHOM B JIBE HUTKH OTPafibl OHY MEPEIIUTH JIOIIMHKY, HAIPaBJIsISICh K HEJJAJIEKMM MTOCTPOMKAM,
TECHO CTPYAMBIIMMCS B KOHIIE OTOPOZIOB Ha OTHIMOE. D10 ObUIO ryMHO. Tam elre NocTosIn MUHYTY
3a pacTpecKaBIIMMCS YIJIOM IyHbKM WJIM TOKA C TIPOAPAHHON KpbIIIeH, MPUCITyIIaanch, U Poidak ¢
OIVISIIKOW BBIIIET Ha TpurymMbe. OTciona OblIO PyKOH MOAaTh IO HU3EHBKOM, CHPOTIIMBO TIOKOCHB-
1eficst U30YIIKY TP OIHOM capaiiiurKe, Ky/la BeJla yTONTaHHAsI B CHETY TPONMHKA. Pridak caenan no
Hell [1Ba 111ara, HO TYT e COCTYIWJI B CHET — Ha TPOMUHKE MPOH3UTEIIHHO 3aCKPHIIEIIO TIO]] CATTOTaMH.
3a HUM NpUHSUT B cTOpoHY COTHHUKOB, ¥ OHM TOIUIH TaK, MO 00€ CTOPOHBI CTEKKH, K U30e.

Onu erie He JOCTUIVIM capaiiinKa, Kak JI0 UX CIyXa SBCTBEHHO JOHECCS CTYK — BO ABOpPE KTO-
TO pyOmI1 ApoBa, pyous Bpoae Obl ¢ HEOXOTOM, BHOJICKIIBL. PhiGak oOpamoBaics: ecnu pyosaT qpoBa
— 3HAYWT, B JePEBHE, HABEPHO, BCE TUXO, YyXkHX HeT. K ToMy e He HaJo CTy4yarh B OKHO, IpO-
CUTBCSI BITYCTUTh — 000 BCEM MOKHO OyeT paccpocuThb gpoBoceka. [IpaBaa, oH TYT ke mogymad,
YTO HEOCTOPOKHOCTBIO MOKHO CITYTHYTh YeJIOBEKa — 3aBU/IEB UyXKHUX, 3AIIPETCs, TOrJa MOnpooyi ero
BBITAIINTH U3 U30bL. 1 OH Kak MOKHO THIIe 0OOIIes CapailuuK, MepecTynui Yepe3 KOHIIbI OpolieH-
HBIX Ha CHETY jKep/ey U BBIIIEI 13-3a yIJa.

B TemHOBaTO-CcephIX CyMepKax ABOpa y Orpabl KTO-TO BO3WIICS C rosieHoM. OH He cpasy IMOHsLI,
YTO 3TO KEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi, 3aC/BIIIAB C3a/M IIard, BAPYT UCIYTaHHO BCKPUKHYIIA.

— Tuxo, mamara! — Herpomko ckasain Peioak.

PacrepsiBimch, oHa 3amMepiia nepe HUM — HU3eHbKast MoXKuiast TETKa B TpyOOM, TOJICTO TIOBSI-
3aHHOM Ha rOJIOBE TUIATKE — ¥ He MOTJIa BBIMOJIBUTH CJIOBA. PHIOAK M3 MperoCTOPOKHOCTY BIITISIHYIT
Ha BEJYIYIO B CEHU JBEpb, Ta OblIa 3aKpbITa, OOJIBIIE BO ABOPE BPOAE HUKOTO He ObUI0. Bripouem,
OH HE OYEHb U OTacaliCsl — OH YK€ 3HaJl, UYTO B 3TOU AepeBHe criokoiHo. [Tonuiiau, noxanyi, 3acenu
3a CAMOT'OH, & HEMIIBI BPSI/I JIU TYT TOSIBJISUTUCH.

— O, rocriogu 6oxe, 1 Harryranack xe! O#, rocrony. ..

— JlagHo, xBatuT Kpectuthes. [lonmiiaes B 1epeBHe MHOTO?

— A Her nonwviaeB. Beut OMiH, Tak B MeCTEUKO niepedpaiicsi. A OOJbIIe HeT.

— Tak, — Pri0ak mportrescs mo JBopy, BHIISIHYI U3-3a yria. — [lepeBHs Kak Ha3bBaeTcs?

— Jlecunsl. JlecuHbI IepeBHs, — MOJTHAS BHUMAHUS U ellle He MPOILE/IIero UCIyra, OTBeyaa
TETKa.

Ee Tomop riy6oKo cujiels B CyKOBAaTOM €JI0BOM TOJIEHe, KOTOPOe OHA, OYEBU/IHO, TIIETHO ITHITA-
JIaCh PACKOJIOTH MOMOJIAM.
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Pri6ak yxe mpuKUHYJ, YTO HEIUIOXO OBl TYT M OTOBAPUTHCS: MOAXO/-BBIXO/ XOPOILIHA, HA ITyTH
T'YMHO, JIECOK — €CJIM YTO, BCE ITO MPUKPOET UX OT UYKOTro I1a3a.

— Kro eme noma?

— Tak omHa %k 51, — OyITO YAMBUBIIMCH MX HEOCBEJOMJICHHOCTH, OTBETHJIA KEHIIMHA.

— U Gosbiiie HUKOTO?

— Hukoro. OgHa BOT XMBY, — BApPYT IMOXAaJIOBaJach OHA, BCE HE CBOAS C HEro BbIKHU/A-
TEJIbHO-TPEBOKHOTO B3IVIsI/Ia, HABEPHO, CTapaiach yraaarh TalHYIO 1eJb UX HOUHOTO BU3UTA.

Pribaka, oHaKo, Majio TPOHYI 3TOT €€ KaJIOCTIUBO-TIOKOPHBIN TOH, €My yKe ObUIM 3HAKOMBI
9TU HaMBHbIE TIOBA/IKM JEPEBEHCKUX TETOK, pa3KaJoOUTh ero ObLIO TpyaHO. Terneps OH n3ydan oocTa-
HOBKY Ha JBOpPE — YBHU/IEJI PACKPBIThIE BOPOTA B Capail U 3aIJIsIHYJ B €rO TIIyXOH, MOJTHBII HABO3HOTO
3amaxa Mpak.

— Yro, mycto?

— IlycTo, — ynaBImmM rojocom MOATBEPANIIA KEeHIIMHA, He OTXO/s OT Toropa. — 3abpaiu Bce
YHCTO.

— Ko 3a6pan?

— Hy, u3BectHo kT0. Kak y kpacHoapmerickoil matepu. YToO UM MOAABUTHCS, UpoAam!

TyT PpiOak ¢ MUMOJIETHBIM COUYBCTBHEM B3IJISIHYJ HA JKEHIIMHY — €CJIM Ta Mepela Ha Mmpo-
KJIATHS, 3HAUUT, HE BPET, MOKHO BepuTh. M OH Ipo ceOst HeAOBOJIBHO XMBIKHYJI, TIOHSIB, UTO U 3]€Ch,
HaBEepHO, HUYETO He BBIM/IET, — HE JI0 HUTKH ke 00upath ee, u 6e3 Toro odoOpaHHyto Hemiiamu. [1pu-
JeTCsI UCKATh AaJIbIlle.

COTHMKOB, CCYTYJISICh, YHBUIO OKMIAJ MOJ] CTEHOM, ¥ PhIOaK MIarHys K JKeHIIMHE.

— Y0, HE packosneus?

Terka norajanach, 4To OH IOMOXET, U, 3aMETHO 0Opa/IOBABIIMCh, KAK-TO cpa3y cOpocuia C
ce0s MyTIMBYI0 HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.

— Jla BOT, IMX0 Ha Hero, BOWIa — He Bbiaepy. C Beyepa Obloch, HA TyAa HH CIOJA.

— A Hy pai!

PriGak 3akuHy 3a CiHY KapaOWH M 00eMMM pyKaMu B3SUICS 32 IJIAJIKOE CyXOe TOIOpUIIIE.
XaKHYB, CUJIBHO yIApHII TIOJIEHOM O KOJIOLY, ITOTOM ellle. Yapsiil METKO, C YIOBOJILCTBUEM, OIILYITast
CUJIy B pyKax U MPUBBIYHYIO C IETCTBA CHOPOBKY, KOTJIa TaK K€ BOT 3MMHMMH Be4epaMH KOJIOJ Ha
yTpo IpoBa. [Tumnth He MoOWI, a KOJOTh Beerga ObUT TOTOB C OXOTOM, HAaXO/s Kak Obl M3BEYHOE
YIOBJIETBOPEHHE B 3TOM TPYAHOM, HE JIMIIIEHHON MYKCKOTO yJaJIbcTBa padoTe.

Ha uverBepToMm ynmape TpelyHa KprBO oOeskasia CyK, U MOJNEeHO pa3Baiuiock Haaoe. OH pac-
KOJIOJI ellie ¥ MOJIOBUHKH.

— Ot cnacu60, ceiHOK. [lait Tebe Oor 3710poBbUYKA, — O€3 TeHU HeJlaBHel CKOBAaHHOCTH OJ1aro-
Japuia TeTKa.

— Cniacubom He oTaenaenbes, MaTh. [IpogyKThl nMeroTcs?

— IIponykte? A kakue mponykTsi? BynbOouka ectb. Menkasi, npaBaa. Ecnu uto, 3axomute,
CBAapIO 3aTUPKH.

— 310 uro! Ham ¢ coboii Hao. CKOTUHY KaKyIo.

— 3, ckotuny. ['1e ee B3ATH TENEpsb. . .

— A tam K10 )1BeT? — PpIOak mokasas pykoii uepe3 oropoj, Ijie 3a OCTPOBEPXUM THIHOM OeJiena
CHEXHasi KpblIIlla COCeJHEN MOCTpOrKU. KaskeTcs, TaM TOMWiIn: BETep 3aHOCHJI BO JIBOP 3amax JIbIMa
Y Yero-To ChbEeCTHOTO.

— A Térpa Kauan. OH Teniepb CTapOCTOM TYT, — IPOCTOMYIITHO COOOIIUIIA TeTKA.

— Ha? 3nemmnwnii crapocra? Tel copimmib? — Peidak oBepHysics K COTHUKOBY, KOTOPBIH, MTPU-
CJIOHSICh K OpEeBHY, TEPIEJMBO CTOSUT MO CTEHOM.

— Hy. IlocraBunu crapocToil.

— CBosoun, na?

— A He ckazarb. CBOW Y€JIOBEK, TYTOILIHUIA.
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Pri6ak, momeyiiB, pemm:

— JlagHo, ot K crapocte. OH-TO YK, HaBepHO, ToOoraue Teos.

OHU He CTaJIM UCKaTh CTEKKY, TIOJIE3IH O] Kep/lb B U3TOPO/IH, TIEPEIUIN 3aChITAaHHbINA 30JI01
1 KapTopesIbHOM KOKYPOU Oropojl U Yepes3 JbIPy B CTAPOM ThIHE MPOJIE3/IA BO ABOP CTAPOCTHI.

TyT nopsiika 6pUTO MOOOJIBIIIE, YEM Ha COCEIHEM JIBOPE, BO BCEM UyBCTBOBAJIACH 3a00TIMBAS
pyka xo3smHa. C Tpex CTOpOH JIBOp OOCTYHAJIM MOCTPOMKMU: n30a, capaii, Jerkuid HaBeC; y KpbUIbIa
CTOSUT CaHU C OCTaTKaMM CEHa B PO3BAJIbHAX — BEPHOE CBUICTEIHCTBO TOTO, UTO XO3SMH HAXOIUTCS
noma. [Tox Kpbliieid capast BRICUIICS JIaJHbINA MTa0eieK HarOTOBJICHHBIX, HAITMJICHHBIX U TTOKOJIOTHIX
JPOB.

Korma onm emie mepexoauiam oropon, Peidak mpuMeTHsl B 3amMep3lieM OKOINKE TYCKJIbie
OTOJIECKH CBETA — HABEPHO, OT KONITHJIKY — ¥ TeTIepb YBEPEHHO CTYITUJI HA CKPUITYYHe JOCKH KPBUTBIIA.

OH He cTyyasl — iBepb ObLIa HE 3arepra, CIPaBUTHCS C HEW eMy, CEeTbCKOMY XKUTEITI0, ObLIO
MIPUBBIYHO ¥ TTPOCTO: TIOBEPHYJT HA YeTBEPTh 00OPOTA 3aBEPTKY, U IBEPh, TUXO CKPHUITHYB, CaMa pac-
TBOpWIack. OH MpoIles B TeMHbIe CEHH, BJbIXasl MOTy3a0bIThIe, TYCTO YCTOSIBIIMECS KPECThSIHCKHE
3araxu, OCTOPOKHO TIOBEJ PYKOH 1o cTeHe. [1asblibl ero HAaTKHYJIMCh Ha KaKyI0-TO 3aTyOeHEBIIYIO
OT CTYXHU OfIeXk[Ty, 3aTeM Ha JABepHYI0 TUIaHKy. Harymnas nojjie Hee mpoKajeHHYI0 MOPO30M 3aBecy,
OH JIETKO OTBICKAJI OIMHAKOBYIO BO BCEX JIEPEBEHCKUX JoMax ckoOy. M 3Ta Beph okazajiach He3a-
MIEPTOM, OH TOTSHYJI ee Ha ceOsl M TepecTYIIII BHICOKOBATHIN MOPOT, TiepeaaBasi CKoOy B XOJIOJHbIC
pyku COTHUKOBA.

Ha onpokuHyTO# 1ocpeay cTojia MUCKE ropejia KONTUIIKA, OTOHEeK ee UCITyTaHHO BBITHYJICS OT
KJIy0a XOJMOOHOro Bo3ayxa. [10KUIIoH, ¢ KOPOTKO MOACTPHKEHHON OOPOIOH YeIOBeK, CHJICBIINN 32
CTOJIOM B HAOPOIIICHHOM Ha TUIeUH TYJTyITYUKe, TIOIH ST Ceylo TojioBy. Ha ero mmpokom, HelpruBBIYHO
OCBEIIIEHHOM CHU3Y JIUIIE KOPOTKO OJIECHY.JT HEIOBOJILHBINA B3IJISA, TYT ke, OMHAKO, ¥ TIOTYXIIIUIA T[T
HU3KO OMYIIIEHHBIMH CE/IbIMU OPOBSIMHU.

— JloOpwiil Beuep, — co cliepKaHHOUM BEKJIMBOCTBIO MO30pOBaJIcs PriOak.

KoneuHo, MOxHO ObI 11 6€3 3TOro MPUBETCTBUS HEMEIIKOMY MTPUCITYKHUKY, HO PBIOaKy He XoTe-
JIOCh Cpa3y HaYMHATh HEMIPUATHBIN JJ1s1 Hero pa3roBop. CTapuk, OHAKO, He OTBETHJI, aXe He MOIle-
BEJIUJICS 32 CTOJIOM, TOJIBKO ellle pa3, yxke 6e3 BCSIKOro JIIOOIBITCTBA, MOJIsAAe] Ha HUX Y IOpora.

Czamu Bce Hecsno Xo1010M — COTHUKOB HEYMEJIO IPOMBIXaJT IBEPBIO, TIIETHO CTapasiCh 3aXJIOI-
HYTh ee. PpiOak 0OepHYIICS, C IPUBBIYHBIM MTPUCTYKOM 3aKPbUT JBEPh. XO3SIMH HAKOHEI| MeJIJIeHHO
BBITTPSIMUJICS 32 CTOJIOM, HE MEHsIsl, OJHAKO, Oe3y94acTHOTO BhIpaKESHHS Ha JIUIIe, OYTO U HE JIOrajbl-
BaJICsl, KTO OHU, 9TU HETIPOIIIEHbIC HOYHBIE TTPUITICTIBIIBI.

— Tw1 3pemHUi crapocta? — ounmanbHo cripocui Pridak, Bpa3BajKy HalpaBiIssch K cTony. B
TpOoerHBIX ero carorax OblJI0 CKOJIB3KO C MOPO3a, M OH HEBOJILHO CACPKUBAJT IIIar.

Crapuk B3[I0XHYJ ¥, HABEPHO MOHSB, YTO MPEJICTOUT Pa3rOBOP, 3aKPbLT TOJICTYIO KHUTY, KOTO-
pyIo Tiepe/ TeM YTl Y KOTITHIKH.

— Crapocra, Hy, — CKa3aJl OH POBHBIM, 0€3 TeH! UCITyTa WX TIOI000CTPACTHUSI TOJIOCOM.

B 10 Bpems B 3ameube MOCHBIIIAICS KOPOTKHMIA IIOPOX, M W3-32 3aHABECKHU, IMOIMPABJIsAS Ha
roJIOBe TUIATOK, MOSIBUJIACh MaJleHbKas, Xy[AeHbKasl ¥, BUHO 10 BCeMy, OYCHb TMOIBUKHAS KEHIIUHA
— HaBEpHO, XO3AMKa 3TOU U30bl. PHIOAK CHST ¢ TUIeYa M MPHUCTABUJI K HOraM KapaOuH.

— JloraibiBaeIbes, KTO Mbl?

— He cnenoit, Buxy. Ho exxenu 3a BoKo#, Tak HeTy. Bcio 3a0panm.

Pri6ak co 3HaueHneM B3rIssHYT Ha COTHMKOBA: CTapblii TIeHb — HE MPUHUMAET JIM OH X 3a
noymiiaeB? BripodeM, Tak, MOXeT, U JIydille, TIOAyMall OH M, COXPaHss TOOPOMYIITHYI0 HEBO3MYTH-
MOCTb, CKa3aJ:

— Yro %, 0060imeMcs 0e3 BOIKU.

Crapocra nomoyai, OyATo pa3MBIIIUIAS HaJl YeM-TO, TIOIBUHYJI HA Kpai CTOJIa MUCKY C KOII-
ko, Ha momny crano cetnee.

— Ecnu Tak, canurecs.
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— Ara, caguTech, caiuTech, IeTKU, — 0OpaIoBaiach MPUIJIAICHUIO X03s1HA KeHiuHa. [Tof-
XBaTUB OT CTOJIa CKAMEWKY, OHa TIOCTaBUJIA ee Y TIeYKH, B KOTOPOU, BUTHO OBLIO, IOTOpav HA HOYb
apoBa. — Tyt OyzeT Teriee, HaBepHO ke, 035101. MOpo3 TaKow. ...

— MoxHO 1 mpucecTb, — cornacuiics Peidak, HO cam He cenl — kuBHYT CoTHUKOBY: — Caluch,
rpeics.

CoTHUKOBA He HAJI0 ObLJIO YTOBAPHBATH — OH TOTYAC OMYCTHJICS HA JIABKY M TIPUCIIOHUJICS CITU-
HOU K mobesieHHOMY OOKy Teur. BUHTOBKY JiepXkai B pyKax, OyATO OoNmupajics Ha Hee, MIJIOTKY Ha
roJIOBe He TIONPABUII JIaXke — Kak OblIa TITyOOKO HACYHYTa Ha MTPUMOPOKEHHBIE YIIIH, TaK U OCTAIACh.
Pribaky TeMm BpeMeHeM CTaHOBWJIOCH BCE TeTljiee, OH PACCTETHYJ CBEpXy MOMYITyOOK U CABHHYI Ha
3aTBUIOK IIAIKY. X035MH OCTABAJICS 32 CTOJIOM C HE3aBUCUMO-0eCCTPacTHBIM BUIOM, a XO3SIHKa, CJI0-
KHB Ha )KUBOTE PYKH, HACTOPOKEHHO U TPEMETHO CJIerIa 3a KakIbIM UX JBMkeHueM. «boutcs», —
nogymai Peioak. Criestyst cBoei apTU3aHCKOW ITPUBBIYKE, OH, ITPEsK/Ie YeM CECTh, IPOIIeSics 1o u30e,
Oy/ATO HEB3HAUAK 3aIyIsTHY/I B TEMHBIN 3alledek ¥ OCTAaHOBUWIICS BO3Jie KpacHoro anepHoro mkada,
OTTOPaXMBABIIIETO YIOJI C KPOBAThIO. XO03siKa YBAKUTEIBHO OTCTYIIMJIA B CTOPOHY.

— Tam HUKOro, IETKHU, HUKOTO.

— Yro, oguu xusete?

— Opnau. BoT ¢ IeioM Tak U KOMTUM CBET, — C 3aMETHOM Tevabio cKa3asa xeHimuHa. Y Bapyr
He TIpe/IIOKMIIA, a Kak Obl 3ampocuiia gaxke: — Moxer, Bbl Obl ioesin yero? BepHo x, roionHbie, a?
KoneuHo, ¢ Mmopo3a ga 6e3 ropstuero. ..

Pri6ak yibIOHYIICS M JOBOJIBHO MOTEP O350IIHE PYKH.

— Moxert, u moegum. Kak nqymaens? — ¢ JesiaHON HepemMTeTbHOCTBI0 oOpatuiicst oH K COTHU-
KOBY. — [TomkpenvmMcst, eC/ii MaHW CTAPOCTHUXA YTOINAeT. . .

— Bor u xopoimo. { ceiiuac, — oOpagoBaiach xeHiuHa. — Kammycrouka, HaBepHO, Terias eie.
U 310... Moxer, OyTbOOYKY CBAPUTD?

— Her, Baputh He Hajo. Hekorna, — pemmreibHO BO3pa3mil PeiOak v McKoca B3IJISHYI Ha CTa-
POCTY, KOTOPBI¥, OOJIOKOTSICh Ha CTOJI, HETIOABUKHO CHJIEN B yIIy.

Han HuM, NoOBs3aHHBIC BBIIMTHIMY MOJIOTEHIIAMH, TEMHEIM TPY CTApPUHHBIE WKOHBL. PhiOak
TSKEJIO MPOTOMAN CaroraMy K MPOCTEHKY M OCTaHOBWJICS Tieper] OOMbINON 3aCTeKJICHHON paMoi C
dororpadpusavu. OH yMmBIIIITIEHHO W30eraj MpsiMO B3MJISIHYTh HA CTAPOCTY, IyBCTBYS, YTO TOT CaM, He
riepecTaBasi, BTUXOMOJIKY HAaOMIOAAeT 32 HUM.

— 3HauuT, HEMIIAM CJTYKHUIIIb?

— Ilpuxoaurcs, — B3AOXHYI CTapuk. — YTo moaesnaenis!

— U mHOTrO mnatar?

Jlen He MoT He IOYYBCTBOBATh SIBHOM M3/IEBKH B 9TOM BOIPOCE, HO OTBETHJI CIIOKOWMHO, C JIOCTO-
WHCTBOM:

— He cnipammBan u 3HaTh He X0uy. CBOMM TMOKa 000U TYCh.

«Opnnako! — 3ametwit ipo ceOs Peidak. — BugHo, ¢ Xxapakrepom».

B 6epe3oBoii paMe Ha cTeHe Cpe/iv IO I0KUHBI Pa3TUIHBIX (hoTorpacuii OH BHICMOTpPE MOJIO-
JIOr0, YeM-TO HEYJOBUMBIM TOXOXEro Ha 3TOro Jefa MapHs B TUMHACTEPKE C apTUJLICPUHCKUMU
smMOIeMaMH B TIETVIMIAX U TpeMsl 3HaUKaMU Ha TPyAH. BbIJIo B €ro B3Mis/e YTo-T0 Oe3MATEKHO-CITO-
KOWMHOE M B TO € BpeMsI TI0-MOJIONOMY HauBHO-yBEpPEHHOE B cede.

— K10 310? ChIH, MOXET?

— CoiH, cbiH. ToNMK Harll, — JACKOBO TIOATBEP/AMIIA XO35Ka, OCTAHAB/IMBASICh U Yepe3 IJIev0
Pri6aka 3arisiisiBast Ha hOTO.

— A tenepb rae on? He B nonmmuumu ciyvaidHo?

CrapocTa MmofHsuT HAXMYPEHHOE JIUIIO.

— A Ham oTkypna 3Hath? Ha ¢pponTe ObL. ..
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— Oii, 6boxeuka, Kak TOIIeN B TPUAIATh AEBATOM, Tak Oosbiie 1 He Buaean. C camoro sieta
HU CIIyXy HU IyXy. XOTs Obl 3HATh: )KUBOW WJIM, MOKET, YK€ M KOCTOYKH CTHUJIM. .. — CTaBsl Ha CTOJ
MHUCKY CO IIIaMH, 3aTOBOPHJIA CTAPOCTHXA.

— Tak, Tak, — cka3ayn Ppi0ak, He OT3bIBasICh Ha €€ KAJIOCTIMBOE MpUUUTaHKe. BhokaaB, oka
OHAa BBITOBOPUTCS, OH C HAKUMOM OOBSIBIII CTapuKy: — OTIO30pHJT ThI ChIHA !

— A 1o kak xke! U 1 5 eMy 0 TOM TBEpiKY IEHb U HOUb, — C )KapOM ITOJXBaTUJIa OT M€Y XO35IMKa. —
Orno30pui1 u ChiHA, U BCEX YHUCTO. . .

310 OBUIO HECKOJIBKO HEOXKHUIAHHO, TeM OOJiee UTO CTAPOCTUXA FOBOPUJIAa Bpoje Obl C UCKPEH-
Hell 6ombio B rosioce. Ctapocta, OJHAKO, HUKAK HE OTO3BAJICS HA €€ CJIOBA, HEMOABIKHO CHJIEN C
MOHMKIIIMM BUAOM, U PpI0aKy 1mokasanoch, 4To 3TOT A€/ MPOCTO HEIOYMOK Kakoi-1o. Ho Tonbko oH
MOIyMaJl O TOM, KaK XMYpOe JIMIIO CTaPOCThl HAXMYPUJIOCH ellie OOJIbIIIe.

— byner! He tBOE fETIO!

JKeHmHa ToTyac yMOJIKJIa, OCTAHOBMBIIMCH HA TOMYCJIOBE, a CTAPOCTa BIEPUI YKOPSIOIIHUIA
B30I B PriOaka.

— A oH MeHs He orno3opui? Hemity otnan — 3to He o3op?

— Tak Bbiwto. He ero B Tom BuHa.

— A ubs1? Mosi, MoxeT? — cTporo, 6e3 TeH! CTECHEHHSI WM CTpaxa CIIPOCKII CTApUK U MHOTO-
3HAUMUTENILHO MOCTYYaJl 1O CTONy: — Baia BuHa.

— Ja-a, — HeonpezieieHHO Tipon3Hec Pribak, He Momaep:kaB MaJIONMPUSTHBINA JJIsI HETO W He
OYeHb MMPOCTOM Pa3roBOp, KOTOPOMY, 3HaJI, MO HHIHEITHMM BPEMEHAM HEeTy KOHIIA.

Xo3siika paccTeniia KOpOTeHbKYI0, Ha TIOJICTOJA, CKaTepKy, MOCTaBIIa MUCKY CO IIIAMH, MsC-
HOH 3arax OT KOTOPBIX BJIACTHO 3arJIyIIFJI BCE €ro JApPyrue 4yBCTBa, KpOMe Bpa3 0OOCTPHUBIIETOCS
YyBCTBa rosiofia. PriOaKk He UCHIBITBIBAM K STOMY UYeJIOBEKY HUKAKOTO IMOYTEHHSI, €ro OOIIUe paccyk-
JEHWS U TIPUYUHBL, IOYEMY OH CTaJl CTapoCToi, Pribaka He nHTEpecoBasM — (pakT CITy:KOBl y HEMIIEB
orpeziesisii 1711 Hero Bce. Tenepb, 0IHaKo, O4eHb XOTENIOCh €CTh, ¥ PhIOak perimt Ha Bpemsi OTJIOKHUTD
JajibHelIIee BbIsICHeHUE B3aMMOOTHOILICHUH CTapyKa C HEMIIAMU.

— CspTe, MOOKpEnUTeCh HEMHOXKKO. BOT XJ1e0y11ka Bam, — € JIACKOBOM MPUBETIIMBOCTHIO MTPHU-
IJ1amiana Xxo3samKa.

Pri0ak, He cHMMA IHIATIKA, [OJIE3 34 CTOJI.

— Jasaii nonpy6aem, — ckazas oH COTHUKOBY.

Tort BslJI0 OBEPTEJT TOJIOBOM:

— Emb. S He Oyny.

PriGak BHUMaTENbHO MOCMOTPEI HA TOBAPUINA, KOTOPbIN, MOKAITMBAS, CCYTYJIMIICS HA CKa-
Melike. BpemeHamu OH J1axe B3JparuBajl, Kak B 03HoOe. X03siiKa, BUIHO MaJIO MOHUMasi COCTOSTHUE
rocrs, yauBuJiacChb:

— INouemy xe He Oynete? Moxer, Opesryere Hamum? MoxkerT, elre 4ero Jath?

— Her, cnacu6o. Huvero He Hano, — pemmrenbHO ckazan COTHHMKOB, 310KO Tpsiya B pyKaBa
TOHKHE KUCTH PYK.

Xo03siKa YUCTOCEPIEYHO BCTPEBOXKMIAC.

— Boxeuka, Moxer, He moroawia yem? Tak U3BHHUTE. ..

PriGak ynoOHO ycencsi Ha HIMPOKOW CKaMbe 3a CTOJIOM, 3a)Kasl MeX KOoJeHed KapaOuH U He
3aMeTWII, KaK B TOJTHOM MOJTYaHMH OMOPOXHMI MHCKY. CTapocTa Bce ¢ TeM K€ YIPIOMBIM BUAOM
HETIOIBWKHO CHJIEJT B YIIy. X03siiKa CTOsUIa HEBJAJIEKe OT CTOJA C UCKPEHHEH TOTOBHOCTBIO YCITy-
JKUTH I'OCTIO.

— Tak, xebymiko s mpudepy. To Ha ero 400, — ckasal Ppidak, KuBHYB B cTopoHy COTHUKOBA.

— Bepure, 6epurte, neTKH.

Crapocra, Ka3aJ0och, Y4ero-To MOJT4a OKHMIAT — KAKOrO-HUOY/Ib CJIOBA UJIA, MOXKET, Hauasa pas-
roBopa o siesie. Ero Gomplive y3moBaThie pyKH CIIOKOHHO JIeXkald Ha YepHOW OOJIOKKe KHUTH. 3aco-
BbIBasi OCTaTOK XJie0a 3a masyxy, PriOak ckazas ¢ HeooOpeHreM:
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— Kamkku nmounteiBaeip ?

— YT0 X, IOYUTATH HUKOT/IA HE BPEIIUT.

— Cogerckasi wiu HemerKas?

— bubnus.

— A ny, a ny! I[epBblii pa3 BUXy OHOIHIO.

[MopBuHYBIIHMCH 32 CTOJIOM, PBIOAK C JTIOOOTIBITCTBOM B3SUT B PYKH KHHTY, OTBEPHYJI OOJIOKKY.
TyT e OH, OTHAKO, TIOYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO HE HAJI0 OBLJIO JIeJIaTh TOr0 — 0OHAPYKUBATh CBOETO MHTEepeca
K 9TOU UyXkOU, MOXET, ellle HEMIIaMH U3/IaHHOW KHUTE.

— U nanpacuno. He merano Obl ¥ MOYMTATh, — POBOPYAJT CTAPOCTA.

Pribak pemmrensHO 3aXJI0MHYI OUOIHIO.

— Hy, 310 He TBOE neno. He tebe Hac yuuth. Thl HEMIIAM CITYXUIIIb, TIOSTOMY HaM Bpar, —
ckazan PriOak, ormnymas TailHOe yIOBJIETBOPEHHE OT TOTO, UTO MOABEPHYJICS TOBOJ OOOUTHUCH Oe3
0J1arolapHOCTH 32 YrOIlIeHWe U MepeKIIOUNThCS Ha Oosiee OTBevaBIHiA 0OcTaHOBKe TOH. OH BbUIE3
M3-3a CTOJIA Ha CeperHy M30bI, MOMPABUI HA MOTYIIyOKe HECKOJIBKO TYTOBATBIN TeTreph peMeHb.
VIMeHHO 3TOT MOBOPOT B MX OTHOIICHUSIX TaBAJI eMy BO3MOXHOCTh TIepeiTy Onke K JeJTy, XOTs caM
1o cebe Tiepexoy1 U HyKajcs elle B HeKOTOPOU MoAroToBKe. — Thl Bpar. A ¢ Bparamul y Hac 3Haelllb
KaKoil pa3roBop?

— CmoTpst KoMy Bpar, — Oy/ITO He MOI03peBast BCell Cephbe3HOCTU CBOETO TOJIOKEHH S, TUXO, HO
TBEP/IO BO3PA3UII CTAPHUK.

— CBoum. Pycckum.

— CBouM 4 He Bpar.

CrapocTa ynpsiMoO He COIIaliajcs, U 3TO HauMHaJIo 3/uTh PriOaka. He xBarasio ere J0Ka3bl-
BaTh STOMY MTPUCITYKHUKY, TIOYeMY TOT, XOUYeT TOrO UK HeT, sBisieTcst BparoM COBETCKOM AepiKaBhl.
3aBOIUTD JOJTUIN pa3roBOp ¢ HUM PhrIOak He MMesT HUKAKOTO KeJIaHUs U CITPOCHJI C TIIOXO CKPHITOM
W3JIEBKOI:

— Yro, moxer, cuitoit 3actaBuin? [Iporus Bonu?

— Her, 3auem xe CHJION, — CKa3aJl XO3sIHH.

— 3HauuT, cam.

— Kak ckazarb. Bpone Tak.

«Tormga Bce sicHO, — mogymai Peibak, — He 0 YeM U pa3roBapuBath». Henmpusi3Hb K 3TOMY YeJio-
BEKy B HEM BCE HapacTaJia, OH yxke IMoXkaJiesl O BpeMeHH, MOTPAYeHHOM Ha IyCTON pa3roBop, TOraa
KaK C caMoro HavaJia Bce ObLIO sSICHO.

— Tak! Iomum! — *kecTKo MmpuKa3as OH.

BckunyB pyku, k Pribaky Opocunack crapocTuxa.

— O#i, cpiHOUeK, Ky/a ke Tol? He Hayo, moxasnei aypaka. CTapuk OH, MO IJIyIIOCTUA CBOEH. . .

Crapocra, OHaKO, He 3aCTaBJI TIOBTOPSITH TIPUKA3 U C 3aBUJHBIM caMO00JIaIaHeM HeTOPOIT-
JIMBO TIOMHSUICS 32 CTOJIOM, Hajel B pyKaBa TYJayn. Beul OH coBceM celod U, HeCMOTPsI Ha TOPbI,
OOJIBIIION W IJICYUCTHIN — BCTaB, 3aCJIOHIII COOOH BeCh YTOJI C MKOHAMH.

— 3amoimun! — mpukaszai oH xene. — Hy!

BuiHo, cTapocTixa MpUBBIKJIA K TTOCTYIIAHUIO — BCXJIMITHYJIA HATOCJISOK U TI0/1ajiach 3a 3aHa-
Becky. CTapocTta 0CTOPOXKHO, OyATO OOSICh UTO-TO 3a/IETh, BHUIE3 U3-3a CTOJA.

— Hy uro xk, Bons Bamia. beiite! He Bbl, Tak qpyrue. BoH, — OH KOpOTKO KMBHYJI Ha IIPOCTEHOK, —
CTaBWJIM YK€, CTPEIIsITH.

Pri6ak HEBOMBHO B3MJISAHYI, Ky/a YKa3blBaJl XO35MH; AEHUCTBUTEIHFHO, Ha OEJIOi CTeHe Y OKHA
YepHeJI0 HECKOJBKO JIBIP — TIOXOXKeE, OT ITYJTb.

— Ko crpensn?

T'oToBBIN KO BceMy, XO35IMH HETIOABUKHO CTOSUT HA CeperHE W30HL.

— A Ttakue, Kak Bbl. Bogku TpeboBaiu.
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PriGak BHyTpeHHE mepeiepHyJICs: OH He XOTell yIopoOnaThcss KoMmy-10. CBOM HaMepeHusl OH
CUMTAJI CIIPaBEJIUBBIMU, HO, OOHAPYKUB YbH-TO, TIOXOKME HA CBOM, BOCITPUHUMAI COOCTBEHHBIE YiKe
B HECKOJIBKO JIpyroM cBete. M B TO ke BpeMsi He BEepUJIOCh, YTOOBI CTAPOCTa €ro 0OMaHBIBAT — TAKUM
TOHOM He BpYT. TMXOHBKO BCXJIMIbIBAs, U3-32 3aHABECKU BBINI/bIBAIA cTapocTixa. Ha ckameiike,
CropOMBIINCH, KalLIsil COTHUKOB, HO OH HU OJIHUM CJIOBOM HE BMEIIIAJICS B €70 PA3rOBOP C XO3SIMHOM
— KaKeTcsl, HaapHUKY ObLIO HE JI0 TOTO.

— Taxk. Koposa ectb?

— Ectb. Tloka uto, — 6€30 BCAKOro MHTEpeca K HOBOMY OOOpOTY Jiesia OTPEIIEHHO OTBETHII
cTapocra.

Crapocrtuxa nepecrayia BCXJIMITBIBATh U 3aTUXJIA, PUCITYIIMBASCH K Pa3roBopy. Peidak pazmy-
MBIBJI: OBUIO BEChbMa COONA3HUTENILHO IPUTHATH B JIEC KOPOBY, HO, TIOKAIyH, OTCIona Oy/eT Aajeko,
MO’HO HE YCIIeTb A0 YTpa.

— Tak, nouumm!

OH 3akuHYJ 3a TUIedo KapaOuH, CTapoCTa MOKOPHO HAJE CHATYIO C BO3[S IIANKY M MOJITYa
pacrnaxuyin aBepb. Hanpapnsisich 3a HuM, Pridak cnep:xkanHO KuBHYJ COTHUKOBY:

— ToI mogoXkau.
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Kax Tonbko JBepb 32 HUM 3aTBOPUJIACh, XO3sHKa OPOCHIIACh K MOPOTY.

— O, 6oxeuka! Kyna xe on ero? O, 3a uro xe on? O, rocrionu!

— Hazan! — xpuruio BeiiaBui COTHUKOB M, HE TIOMHUMASICh CO CKaMbH, BBITSIHYJ HOTY, Tpe-
rpakjasi myThb K JABEPH.

JKennmHa vicmyranHo octaHoBuiIack. OHaA TO BCXJIMMBIBAJIA, TO CMOJIKAJIA, HATPSKEHHO TpU-
CITYIIMBAsICh K 3ByKaM n3BHe. COTHUKOB IJIOXO YJIOBMJI CMBICI HEIABHETO 3/1€Ch Pa3rOBOPA, HO TO, UTO
JOIIUIO JIO €ro 3aTyMaHEHHOTO TOPSYKOM CO3HAHMS, 1aBaJI0 OCHOBAaHME JyMaTh, 4To PriOak, HaBep-
HOE, TIPUCTPEJUT CTAPOCTY.

Ho 110 Bpemsi, a BeicTpesa He ObL10. 3aKpbiBasi pOT YTOJIKOM IUIATKA, JKEHIIMHA BCe OXaa U
npuinTaia, a COTHUKOB CH/IEN HAa CKaMbe U CTeper, YTOObl OHA He BBICKOYMIIA BO ABOP — HE MOAHSIA
Obl KpuK. YyBcTBOBAJ OH cebs 1y10X0. [JJoHMMa Katiiesb, OueHb 0oJiena rojioBa, Bo3Jie ropsiuei neuu
ero 6poca’sio To B kap, TO B XOJIOI.

— ChIHOK, aai ke g Bbiiny! [lail isHy, 4TO OHU TaMm. ..

— Heuero mispers.

JKenmmHa ceno Kujanach B MoyMpake u30bl, Bce MPUYKTAsi, HABEPHO, YTOOBI pa3KaJloOOUTh
ero ¥ mpopsarbcs K ABepu. Ho HUYero He BBIAIET, OH HEe MOAACTCA Ha 3TU ee nmpuuutaHus. OH
OYeHb XOPOIIIO MOMHHIJI, KaK MPOILIBIM JIETOM €r0 UYpe3MepHasi JOBEPUYMBOCTh K TAKOM K€ BOT TETKE
ellBa He CToWIa eMy Xu3HH. M Ta ¢ BUIly TOke cama IpoCToTa, ¢ 61aroo0pa3HbIM JIMIIOM, B OesioM
TUIATOYKE Ha TOJIOBe.

Brliins u3 jecka, OH cpasy 3aMeTHII ee Cped CBEKOJIbHOW OOTBBI HA OTOPOJE M MOTyMasl: BOT
xoporto! OHa yKaKeT, Kak MonacTh Ha TpoIty uyepe3 601010 YepHbie BoIropsl, KoTopoe, Kak cKa3aiu
eMy BUepa, MOXHO MEPENTH, JIMIIb Pa3biCKaB €IMHCTBEHHYIO TPOIIKY, OEPYIIyI0 HA4aJIo BOT OT STOU
JepeBHHU.

OH BBIOpaJICs U3 MOKPOT'O KYCTAPHUKA U BJIOJTb TIOJIOCKHU POCIION KOHOIUTH, HUKEM He 3aMeYeH-
HBIT, OJIM3KO TONONIeN K Hel, COCPeIOTOYEHHO KOJTymaBIleics B rpsaakax. Jlo cux mop ero riazam
BUJIUTCS e TIOIOTKHYTasi TeMHasi 100Ka, Oesible, He3aropeBIre UKPbl HOI' M KaKasi-TO TMOHOIIEHHAS
KypTKa C 3aIuilaTkoio Ha Tuiede. JKeHrmHa jomana OOTBY U He cpasy yBujena ero. OH ciaepkaHHO
TMIO3JJ0POBAJICS, ¥ OHA, K YIUBJICHHUIO, HE MICITyTaJIach, TOJIBKO MPUCTAJIBHO BIVIS/IENACh B HETO, CITyIIast
1 OyaTO HE MOHMMAasl €ro TaKOW MPOCTOH MPOCHOBI.

[ToTom oHa Bce OUeHb TOJKOBO OOBSICHIIIA — M KAK TOTACTh HA TPOMMHKY U TIEPENTH KJIaKH,
Y 10 KaKyl0 PyKy OCTaBUTh XBOWHBINA TPYHAOK, YTOOBI HE YroauTh B TpsicuHy. OH moOnaromapui u
XOTeJl yXKe WATH Jajibllie, KaKk OHA, OIJISTHYBILIHUCH, cKa3ana: «[lorogu, HaBepHOe ke, TOJOTHbIN», —
TOPOIUIMBO CJIOKHIIA B TOA0J OOTBY U MOBEJIa ero Mo Mexe Ha ycaabOy. Y Hajo ke ObLIo eMy coria-
cuthbest! Ho OH 1 B camoM jiernie, Kak BECEHHHI BOJIK, ObLJT BHIMOPEH TOJIOZIOM U MOKOPHO TIOIIEN 32
HEW, paJJOCTHO MpeIBKyIIasi CHITHBII JEePEBEHCKUI 3aBTPaK.

INoka oHM 1UM, OHA TaK K€ JJACKOBO 00paIlanach K HEMY «CHIHOK» U ellle, TOMHUJI, pa3a JBa
Ha3BaJla €ro «rOPOTHUYKOM» — ObLT OH HEOPUTHIH, KaK U ceilvac, HEyMBITHI, MOKPBIA 10 KOJEHH
OT POCHI U BOOOIIE BechMa KaJKUi Ha BUA. Pa3roBapuBarh Mo-3/eIHEMY TOXe HE YMeT U CKPBITh
CBOE SIBHO apMENCKOe MPOMCXOXKIEHNE He MOT — cpasy ObLJIO BUAATh, KTO OH U OTKyHa. OpyXus B TO
BpeMsl y HEr0 HUKAKOro He ObLIO — JIMIIb HAKaHYHE YyI0M YIaJIOCh N30€KaTh CMEPTH, KOTa yKe He
OCTaBaJIOCh MaJIeHIIIer HAJEXK Ol CIIACTHUCK. ..

Crapoctuxa TeM BpeMeHeM Bce He MOIJIa YCIIOKOUThCS, MeTaslach 1o 30e U TUlaKaa.

— CpiHOUEK, HY Kak ke 31707 OH %ke ero 3acTpeur!

— Hano 6bu10 pasbiiie o TOM ymMath, — X0JIOAHO ckazal COTHHMKOB, CTapasich MPUCTYIIATHCS
K 3ByKaM CO JIBOpa.
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— A, #ertouka, pa3Be s HE TOBOpWJIA, pa3Be Majo mpocuia! Ha kakoe ke Mxo emy ObLIO
Oparbcsa? beimi KoTopble moMosioke. Ho xoporime camu He XOTesH, a HeOOPBIX JIIOAU OOSLTHCH.

— A ero He 6osiTcs?

—Ilerpa? A1, Tak ero e TyT BCe 3HAIOT, Mbl %€ TYT BECb BEK CBOW HBEM, Hallleld BOH POTHU
nosicenia. OH ke crapaercsi KO BCEM MO-XOPOIIEMY.

— Tak yx u no-xoporiemy!

— Moxer, 1 He coBceM Tak. MoXeT, U MpaB/ia TBOsI, CBIHOK, — HE BBIXOIUT KO BCEM IO-XOpO-
memy. Ero ke 3actaBnsior: To XJ1e0 caif, To OIeXKKY Kakylo coOepH, TO Ha JOPOrY MPUKA3bIBAIOT
BBITOHSITH CHET YUCTUTh. A OH e TJie BO3bMET — JIIOJIeH Ha/lo MpUHYX)aaTh. CBOMX ke OOMpaTh.

— A BB Kak tymanu? Ha To ¥ OKKynaHTbl, 4T00 rpaOuTh.

—I'pabsr. A kak xe? Uto0 ux 6or orpadwi! Iprexanu Ha marmmHax, moOpaiu CBUHEH. A y Hac
TenKy 3a0pamu. ['oBopsT: cbiH B KpacHoii apMuy, Tak 9T00 BUHY criaaguTth niepen ['epmanueit. Y106
OHa SICHBIM OTHeM cropeJia, Ta ux ['epmanus!

«[IpokJinHai, HO He OYEHb $1 MIOBEPIO TeOe», — COHHO aymail COTHUKOB, He yOUpast BBITIHYTOU
Horu. [ToMHUTCS, Ta TOXE rOBOpMIIA YTO-TO TIpo I'epMaHmIo, Moka codupana eMy Ha CTON U pe3aja
xJs1e0. HeckonbKo pa3 BeiOerasna B CEHHU 3a CAJIOM M MOJIOKOM B KYBIIHHE, 2 OH CHJIEJ HA CKaMbe y
CTOJA U, IJI0Tas1 CINIOHY, NOXKUIAICS, AypaK, yromenus. [IpaBaa, oqHa)apl eMy HOCTbIIIAIOCh, OyATO
B CEHSIX KTO-TO TMXO OTO3BAJICS, TIOTOM JIOJIETel KOPOTEHbKUH IIETIOT, HO TYT K€ OH y3HaJl B HEM
COHHBII royioc peOeHKa 1 ycrokowics. [la u Xxo3siika BepHy/Iach B U30y CIIOKOWHAS U TIO-TIPEKHEMY
JIACKOBasl, HAJIUJIA €My KPYXKKY MOJIOKa, Hape3aja cajia, U €ro, IOMHHUTCS, MOYTH YTO pacTporaia
aTa ee 7J0OpoTa. [IoToM OH C KaTHOCTHIO €1 XJIe0 ¢ cajioM, 3aluBasi ero MOJIOKOM, M TaK, HaBepHOE,
rponajt Obl HY 32 UTO, €CJIM Obl KAKOW-TO MHCTUHKTUBHBIN, O3 BUIMMOI IPUIMHBI, UCITYT HE 3aCTaBUII
ero B3IJISIHYTh B 3aCJIOHEHHOE [IBETaMK OKHO. M1 OH 0OMep B pacTepsiHHOCTH: TIO YJIHILIE ObICTPO IILTH
JBOE C BUHTOBKAMH, Ha MX PyKaBax OeJesi MOBSI3KH, a PSI0OM, OOBSICHSIS UTO-TO, Oeskasia MaeHbKas,
JIET BOCBMHU JIEBOYKA.

7Kanb, y Hero Torga OTHsUJICS SI3bIK M OH HUYETO He CKa3aJl TOH JIACKOBOH TETKe, — OH TOJIbKO
OTTOJIKHYJI €€ OT ABEepH 1 OEIlIeHO pBaHy/I Ha Oropoj, yepe3 3a00p Ha BITOH, B oBpar. C3aau crpe-
JISUTM, KPUYAITH, PYTIUCh. YKe, HABEPHO, B OBPAXKE OH PACCIIBIIIIA CPEIU APYTHX TOJOCOB KPHK-
JIMBBIN, COBCEM HETIOXOKUI Ha MPEKHUI TOJIOC TOM JKEHIIUHBI — OHA TIOKa3bIBaJIa MOUIasiM, Tie OH
CKPBUICS B KYCTapHHKE.

A Tenepb BOT U 3Ta — «CBIHOK», «JIETOUKA» ...

Crapocrtuxa, He CIIbllIa HUYEero CTPaIHOro co ABOpPa, HEMHOI'O YCIIOKOWJIACh U IpUCEa nepe]
HUM Ha KOHEI| CKaMbH.

— Jlerouka, 3TO K€ Hempap/a, 4YTO OH IO CBOel BoJie. Ero ke TyTolIHHE MYKXUKHU yIIPOCHJIH.
O, kak xe oH He xoTen! A Tyt Oymara u3 paiioHa MPHIIIA — CTAPOCT HA COBEHIAHWE BHI3BIBAJIM.
A y Hac, B Jlecunax, emie HUKakoro crapocts! Hety. Hy, myxuku u ropopar: «Mnu 1o1, Iletpo, 1ol
B IUIeHY ObUT». A OH W B3amlpaBiay B Ty, HUKOJAEBCKYIO, [[Ba TO[a B TUIEHY ObLT, Y HEMIa padoTal.
«Tak, — ToBOpAT, — TeOe MX HOPOB 3HAKOM, ITOTEPITU KAaKKUX Mapy MecCsIIeB, IOKa HaIlli BEPHYTCS. A TO
Byauiy nocraBsiT — Oeqpl He odepenibesi». Bynuna aTot Toxke u3 JlecuH, mioxoi — crpax. 1o BOWHBI
KaKMM-TO HAYQJIbHUKOM pa0oTaJl, Mo AEPEBHSM pa3be3kall — elle TOraa ero MyKHKH Oosich. Tak
OH Terepb HallleJl MeCTO B MONUIMHY. Biie3 Kak CBUHBS B JIYKY.

— JloKIeTcs myJu.

— W nycth, yept Obl IO HeM 11aKal. .. Tak 1o [lerpa, qypaka, ¥ yroBOPUJIH, TOIIES B MECTEUKO.
Ha cBoe n1x0, Ha TOpIOIIKO CBOe. A Terephb pa3Be eMy XO4eTCsl HEeMelKMM XoiyeM ObiTh? Kaskpiii
AeHb O0KUIA rPO3STCs, KpUYAT Ja ellie HaraHoM B JI00 THIYYT, TO BOAKH TpeOyIoT, To eme vero. [lepe-
JKABAET OH, He mai Oor.

COTHUKOB CHIEJ, TPUTPEBIINCH BO3JIE TIEYH, W, MyIHUTEJILHO HAMPSATAsICh, CTApasiCs HE YCHYTh.
[TpaBa, 60pPOTHCS € IPEMOTOM eMy MOMOTa Kallleslb, KOTOPIA TO OTCTaBal HA MUHYTY, TO HAUMHAT
OUTDb TaK, YTO KOJIOJNO B MO3ry. CTapoCTHXy OH CIIyIIaJ ¥ He CIyIIal, BHUKATh B €€ KaJloObl y HEro
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He ObUTO 0XOThl. OH HE MOT COYYBCTBOBAaTh YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPBIH COITTacHiICs Ha CITy:KOy y HEMIIEB U
TaK WJIM WHA4Ye MCHOJHS 3Ty cnykO0y. To, 4To y Hero HaXOqWIMCh Kakue-TO K TOMY OIpaBJIaHUs,
Masio Tporano COTHHMKOBA, YK€ 3HABIIErO IIeHy TaKOro poia ornpaBaaHusM. B xkectokoi 6opbde ¢
(armmzmMoM Henb3st ObUTO MPUHUMATH BO BHUIMAHNE HUKAKHUE, JaKe CaMble YBOKUTEIbHBIC, IIPHUNHBI
— MoOEeIUTh MOKHO OBUIO JIMIIb BOIIPEeKH BceM mpuarHaM. OH MOHSIT 3TO ¢ caMoro NepBoro 0os u
BCerja MpUIepKUBaJICsS UMEHHO TOro YOeKIEHHs, YTO, B CBOIO O4Yepelb, BO MHOI'OM MTOMOIJIO €My
COXPaHUTh TBEPAOCTb CBOMX MO3ULIMI BO BCEX CJIOKHOCTSX ITOW BOVMHBI.

CrnoxBaTUBIIUCE, YTO ipemMiieT, COTHUKOB MOMBITAJICS TIOJHATHCS, HO €0 Tak MOBEJOo Mo u3oe,
YTO OH €/]Ba HE YJapuJICs O CTEHY.

Xo3siiKa, cama UCITYTaBIIUCh, KOe-KaK MojAepkaa ero, i OH nmogodpal ¢ 1moja BUHTOBKY.

— ®y, yepr!

— ChIHOK, Ja 4TO ke 3T0 ¢ ToOou? Jla Thl ke OGombHOM! AX Ooxeuka! B xapy Bech! Tebe xe
Jexarb Halo. BoH kak xpunut Bee B rpyau. [lopoxkau, mocuau, s 3ebs1 CKOPEHbKO 3aBapio. ..

OHa ¢ UCKpeHHel TOTOBHOCTBIO IMOMOYb IOPKHYJIA B 3aleyek, 3alrymesa TaM yem-T1o. U o
TMOJIyMaJl, YTO, HABEPHO, U BIIPSIMb €0 JIEJIO APsiHb, €CJIM TaK 3a0eCIOKOMIACh 9Ta TEeTKA.

— He Gecrokoiitech, MHE HUUETO HE HAJO.

Emy 1 B camoMm Jiesie He XOTenoCh YK€ HU MUTh, HU €CTh U HUYEro He HYXHO ObUIO, Kpome
TeIJIa U MOKOS.

— Kak xe He Hazo, chiHOK? Thl ke XBOpBIM, pa3Be He BUAHO? S naBHO yxe npumevaio. Eciu,
MOXET, HEKOTJa, TO H4 MAJIMHKH CyXOM, MOET, 3aBaPUIILIb I1e-TTM00, OMbEIlb. A 3TO BOT 3€/IbEUKO. . .

— Huuero He Hano.

Oma coBaJia eMy YTO-TO M3 MEIIOYKOB, KOTOPbIE IOCTANA C TIeUH, a OH HEe XOTeJl HU4ero Oparb.
OH He *enaj 3ToM TETKE XOPOIIEro ¥ MOTOMY HE MOT COIJIACUTBCS HA €€ COUYBCTBHE U €€ MOMOILIb.
B 310 Bpems B ceHsix 3acTyvaiiu, nocisimaics rojioc Pridaka, u B 30y 3arsissHy/1 CTapocTa.

— Nnute, ToBapuill 30BET.

OH BcTas ¥ ¢ TYJIOM B TOJIOBE, IIaTasich OT c1ab0CTH, BBIOpasics B TeMHble ceHr. CKBO3b pac-
KPBITYIO JBEpb Ha CHEXKHOM JBOpe ObLT BUJEH PpiOak, y ero HOr Jiexasa Ha CHEry TeMHasl TYIIKa
OBIIbI, KOTOPYIO TOT, KaKeTCsl, COOMPAIICS TIOJHSATDh Ha TUICUH.

— Tak. Tel ugu, — poBHBIM, O€3 HeIaBHEW HEMPHSA3HU TroJI0cCOM cKaszan Peibak crapocrte, — u
MpUKpOU nBephb. Hevero risaers.

Crapocra, Moxose, XOTeJ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, 1a, HABEPHO, pa3yMasl U MOJTYa [IOBEPHYJICS K JOMY.
CenHasi 1Bepb 32 HUM IIJIOTHO 3aKPbUIACh, TOTOM CJIBIIIIHO OBUIO, KaK CTYKHYJIa IBEPh B U30Yy.

— Yro, otmmyckaeis ? — cuIuio cupocui COTHUKOB, KOTIa OHU BAABOEM OCTAJIMCh IIOCPE/IN ABOPA.

— A, 4epT ¢ HUM.

PbiGak cuIbHBIM PHIBKOM 320pOCHIT Ha TIJIEYO OBILY W INArHyJI 32 YIroj capasi, OTTy/Aa CBEpHYI
0 HEJIMHE K 3HAKOMOMY T'YMHY, KOCOOOKHE TOCTPOMKHM KOTOPOrO TEMHENIW HeBAajieKe Ha CHery.
COTHUKOB MOTAIIMJICS CJIEIOM.
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OHM 1M MOJTYA TIO MPEKHUM CBOUM CJIe/IlaM — Yepe3 TYMHO, BJOJIb ITPOBOJIOYHON OTpajpl,
BBIIIUIM HA CKJIOH C KyCTapHUKOM. B nepeBHe Bce ObLIO THIXO, HUTJIE HE TPOMJISHYIO HU TSATHBIIIKA
CBETa U3 OKOH; B CYMepKax M0-HOYHOMY COHHO CepeJiv 3aCHeKeHHbIC KPBIIIU, CTEHBI, OTPAIbl, Iepe-
Bbs B cajiax. PpIOak OBICTPO Iaraj Briepey ¢ OBIIOM Ha CIIMHE — OTKUHYTAs TOJIOBA ee ¢ OeNIbIM MSAT-
HOM Ha JI0y Oe3yJyacTHO OoJTanach Ha ero Iiede. Bpems, HaBepHO, MepeBaIHIIO 3a MOJTHOYb, MeCSIl
B300paJicsi B caMylo BBICh HeOa M THXO MEpIAJT TaM B Kpyre CBETJIOBATO-TYMaHHOTO MapeBa. 3Be3/Ibl
Ha HeOe UCKPWIINCH sIpUe, HEKeITU Be4epoM, TpoMYe CKPHUIIEIT CHET ITOJ] HOTaMH — B CAMYIO CHJTY BXO-
o Mopo3. Peifak ¢ coxkaseHreM MogyMal, YTO OHM BCe-TaKH 3aJepiKajiiCh Y CTAPOCTHI, XOPOIIIO
ele, YTo HeAapoM: OTIOXHYJIM, OOOrpesiCh, a IJIABHOE, BO3BPAIIATINCh HE C MyCThIMU pyKamu. C
OBIIbI, KOHEYHO, HE MHOTO JJOCTAHETCS sl CEMHA/IIIATH YeJIOBEK, HO TI0 KycKy Msica OyneT. XoTs U
JaJIEKOBATO, HO BCE-TaKM Pa3Io0bLIN, ceivyac yCreTh Obl PUHECTH JIO PacCBeTa.

OH cropo mara moj, HoIllel, He CJMIIKOM YXe M OCcTeperasch Ha 3HaKOMOM IYTH B HOYHOM
norie. Eciu 661 He COTHHMKOB, KOTOPOTO HEJb3sl ObUIO OCTaBJIATH OIHOTO, OH Obl, HABEpHOE, YIIE
naneko. [Toxanyi, BrepBbie 3a 3Ty HOUb y PpiOaka I1meBesbHy/I0Ch JIETKOe HeJJOBOJIbCTBO HAIlapHU-
KOM, HO 4YTO TOjieNaelib: pa3Be TOT BUHOBAT? Brpouem, Mor Obl rae-HUOyAb pa3kKUThCS U Oolee
TEIJION OfIeKKOW W TOTJa, HaBepHOe, ObLT ObI 37I0pOB, a TENeph BOT €Ille U IMOMOT Obl HeCTH 3Ty
osiry. [loHavaty Ta mokasanach COBCEM HETSIKEJIOH, HO KaK-TO MOCTENEHHO CTasla HAJIMBAThCS 3aMeT-
HBIM I'Py30M, KOTOPBI BCe OOJIBIIE JABUJI Ha €T TJIeUH, 3aCTaBJIsIs PUTHOaTh TOJIOBY, OTYEro ObLIO
HeyIoOHO cMOTpeTh Briepen. PriOak Hauan nepeMelnars HOIIY C IJIeva Ha TUIedo: ToKa rpy3 ObUT Ha
OJIHOM, JIPyroe HEeJJOJITO OTIBIXAJIO — TaK CTaJIo Jierye.

Ha xomy oH XOpoIo corpecsi B TEIJIOM YepHOM MONYIIyOKe, HEJJABHO COBCEM eIlle HOBOM,
KOTOPBIN HEIJIOXO TIOCTYKUJT €My B 3Ty CTyKy. be3 momyiryoka oH Obl, HAaBepHO, Iponaj. A Tak u
JIETKO, W TEIUIO, ¥l HaJIeTh, U YKPBIThCA Te-HUOYIb Ha Howiere. CriacuOo Asiabke AXpeMy: He moka-
Jien, oTaa. XoTs, KOHEUHO, Y AXpeMa ObLTM CBOM Ha 9TO MPUYMHBI, U TJIaBHAS U3 HUX, OE3yCIIOBHO,
3aKJII0vatack B 30ce, cepaie KOTOpOil — 3TO OH 3HAJI TOYHO — OUeHb YK NMPUKHUIIETIO K HEMY, 3aBH/I-
HOMY, HO TAKOMY HEJIOJITOMY IO BOWHE MPUMAKY.

Hy uro x, eciiu Ob1 He BoliHa! Bripouem, eciii Obl He BOIHA, r]ie Obl OH BCTPETHII ee, 3Ty 30ci0?
Kakum o6pa3oM crapiiviHa CTpesTkOBOM poThl PriGak Mor oka3athces B T nx KopueBke — MaJIeHbKOM,
[JIyXOBaToi JepeBeHbke y jeca? HaBepHo, 1 He 3arissHy/1 Obl HUKOT/IA B XKU3HU, Pa3Be UTO IIpoexal
HeBJiajieke OOJIBIIIAKOM BO BPEMsI OCCHHUX YUYEHUH, U TONBKO. A TYT BOT IIPHUIILIOCH TTPUTAIUTHCS
C paHEHOW HOTOM, TOJICTO OOMOTAHHOW TI'PS3HON COPOUYKOM, MOMPOCUTLCS B U30y — OOsICs, JHEM
HAYHYT €3IMTh HEMIIBI U 32 30POBO KUBEIIb MONOepyT ero Ha gopore. C paccBETOM OHU U B CAMOM
7ieie Ha MOTOLIMKJIaX M BEPXOM Havyasll 00be3KaTh 3aBaJIEHHOE TPyNamH 1ojie 00si, HO B TO BpeMs
OH yke ObLT HaJIe)KHO MPUIPSATAH N0/ Ky4ell TOPOXOBUH B TIyHbKe. AXpeM U 30ChKa KapayJuiv ero
JTHEM Y HOYBIO — COePETJIv, He BBIIAN. A MOTOM. .. A IIOTOM BOKPYT BCE YTUXJIO, BOABOPHJIACH HOBAs,
HEeMeIlKasi, BJIaCTh, HE CTAJIO CIIBIIIHO JJaKe apTUIUIEPUICKOTO Tryjia HOUbI0; ObLJIO OYeHb TOCKJIMBO.
Kazanocs, Bce npexHee, Uit Yero OH XKUJI U CTapalicsi, pyxHyJ1o HaBceraa. OueHb TopbKo emMy ObLUIo
B TO BPEMsI, ¥ TOTJja €AMHCTBEHHOM YTEXOU B €ro MOTalHOW IE€PEBEHCKOM KU3HU CTajla MyXJIEeHbKas,
nackoBasi 3oceka. U To HeHaonro.

310pOBbE HUKOTJa HE TIOABOAMIIO €70, MOJIOKA M CMETaHbI XBaTaJIo, paHa Ha HOTe 332 MECSII Koe-
KaK 32KWJIa ¥ JIVIIb CJIerka HaroMuHasa o cede mpu xoapoe. OH Bce 0oIbIie HAYMHA IyMaTh O TOM,
Kak ObITh gasbiie. OCOOSHHO KOT/Ia Y3HA, YTO MOCJIe JIETHUX YCIIEXOB HeMell HeOKHUIAaHHO 3aCTPsiT
o MOCKBOM, 1, HECMOTPsI Ha TO, UTO TPYOMJTH, OyATO OOJBIIEBUCTCKASI CTOJIMIIA CO JHS HA JICHb
naziet, Peibak yman: HaBepHO, emle mogepxkutcs. MockBa He KopueBka, 3auTuTh ee, OKaIyi,
CBIIIIETCS CHJIA.
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A TyT OOBSIBUITHCH IPYKKH, TAKUE ke, KaK OH, OKPYKEHIIbI — KTO BBI3/IOPOBEB OT paH, KTO MPO-
CTO OMPABMBIIKCH TI0 XyTOPaM U CeJlaM OT TIEPBOTo IIOKa pa3rpoma, — Hauall CXOIUThCSI, I0TOBApH-
BaThbCS, MOBBHITACKUBAJIM MIPUNIPSATAHHOE OpyXue. Permmim: Hago mogaBaThes B J1eC, CKOJIbKO MOKHO
CHUETD 10 KPECThTHCKMM 3aKyTKaM BO3JIe T0OpOCEepIeyHbIX MOJIOAOK, HEPACITUCAHHBIX ¥ HEBEHUYAH-
HBIX JIEPEBEHCKUX XkeH. Y monum.

Hegecenbiv ObU10 ero npomanue ¢ Kopueskoi. [IpaBnia, oH He cTaj, Kak qpyrue, 0OMaHbIBaTh
WM, elle XyXke, YXOAUTh TAKOM — OOBSICHUJ BCe Kak ObLIO, U, K YAWBJIEHHIO, €ro MOHSLIA, He 00u-
JeJMCh ¥ He OTroBapyBasiv. 30ChKa, MTPaB/a, BCIUIAKHYA, a AsgAbKa AXpeM ckasall: «Pa3 Ha/io — Tak
HAaJ0: 1eJ10 BOeHHOe». M oH, 1 TeTka ["aHys1s1 coOpastu ero Kak ceiHa, KOTOPOro y HUX He Obu10. PriOak
nooOeIat AaBaTh 3HaTh 0 ceOe U HaBeABIBATHCS NpH ciyvae. OHaX bl M HaBeJAJICs, B KOHIIE OCEHH,
a TIOTOM CTaJIo JIajieKo — a TJIABHOEe, He TSIHYJIO: HAaBepHO, OTBHIK, UTO JU? A MOXeT, He ObUIO TOTO,
YTO MPUBOPAKMBAET BCEPhE3 M HAJIONTO, & TAK — MOSIBIJIOCH, TIeperopesio u otounuio. M oH o Tom He
&Kajes, coOol ObUT JOBOJIEH — He OOMaHbBIBAJI, HE JIraJl, MOCTYIMI YeCTHO M OTKPBITO. [TycTh Jtoau
CYIAT KaK 3HAIOT, €ro JKe COBeCThb Tepe1 30ceid Oblia MOYTH YUCTOH.

OH He 00U IPUYMHSTD JIIOASIM 3710 — OOMKaTh HEB3HAYAN MJIM C YMBICIIOM, HE TepIies, Koraa
Ha Hero Taum oouy. B apmum, mpaBaa, TpyaHO ObUTO OOOUTHCH €3 TOTO — CITy4asioch, M B3ICKUBA,
HO CTapajcsi, YTOOBI BCE BHIITISIENO MO-XOPOIIEMY, Paau MOIb3bI CIyXObl. Teneppb 37101, N3My4eH-
HBI TipocTya0il COTHUKOB YIPEKHYJI €ro B TOM, UTO OTITYCTHJI, HE HaKa3asl CTapocTy, HO PriOaky
CTaJIO MPOTUBHO HAKA3bIBATH — YEPT C HUM, MYCThb XMBeT. KOHEUHO, K Bpary cJieioBaio OTHOCUTBCSI
0e3 BCSAKOM JKAJIOCTH, HO TYT MOTYYHJIOCh TaK, YTO OUCHb YK MUPHBIM, TO-KPECThSHCKU 3HAKOMBIM
nokaszajscs emy 310t [lerp. Ecim uro, mycTh ero HakaxyT Apyrue.

B u30e, noka 11es HenmpusITHBIA pa3roBop, y Peibaka ere ObUIo Kakoe-To KeJlaHue MPOYYUTh
CTapoCTy, HO MOTOM, KOT/Ia 3aHSTUCh OBIIOH, TO €ro jKeJlaHKe MOCTENeHHO rcuesno. B capae MupHo
1 OyTHUYHO MaXJI0 CEHOM, HABO30M, CKOTOM, TPH OBIIbI UCITYTAaHHO KMJAJIKCh U3 yIJIa B YTOJ: OJHY,
c OeJbIM MATHBIIIKOM Ha J10y, [leTp cioBumics ynepxkarb 3a MIEPCTb, U TOTJA OH JIOBKO M CHJIBHO
00XBaTHJI ee I1el0, TOYyBCTBOBAB KaKYI0-TO MOTy3a0bITYI0 pafocTh 100buu. [IoToM, MoKa oH aepxa,
a XO35IMH pe3all el ropyio M OBIa OMJIach Ha COJOME, B KOTOPYIO CTeKasl pydyeeK MapHOW KPOBH, B
€ro YyBCTBaX BO3ZHHKJIO MaMsTHOE C JIETCTBA OLIYIIEHHE MyTJIMBON PAaOCTH, KOT/a B KOHIIE OCEHU
OTell BOT TaK e pe3asl OIHY WJIM JIBE OBIIbI Cpa3y, U OH, OyIy4d MOOPOCTKOM, MoMoran emy. Bee
ObLIIO TAKUM JK€: ¥ 3allaxd B CKOTHOM capae, U MeTaHHe B MPEICMEPTHOM HCITyre OBell, U TepIKas
MapHOCTh KPOBU Ha MOPO3E. ..

[None, Ha kKoTOpOE PrIOaK CBEpHYIT OT KyCTapHUKA, OKAa3aJI0Ch HEOKUIAHHO ITMPOKUM M JIJTHH-
HBIM: HaBEPHO, OKOJIO Yaca OHM IIUIH T10 €ro HerHe. PpiOak He 3HaI TOYHO, HO YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO TJie-
TO Ha UX IMyTH JIOJKHA OBITH I0OpOra, Ta camasi, o KOTOPOU HEeAOJTO OHHU IIUTH CIOJA, TIOTOM HauyHETCs
CKJIOH B CTOPOHY peuku. OHAKO MPOIIIO MHOTO BpEMEHH, OHU OTMEPWJIM KWJIOMETpa JBa, €CIU He
Oobllie, a IOpOry Bce He ObUIO, M OH HAyaJl OIacaThCsi, YTO OHU MOIJIA TIEPEUTH ee, He 3aMETHB.
Torna HeTpyIHO OBLIO MOTEPSTH HANIPaBJIEHKE, He BOBPEMsI IOBEPHYTH BJIEBO, B HU3MHY. [1710X0, 4TO
3Ta MECTHOCTb ObUIa €My MaJlo 3HaKOMa M OH Jake He PACCIPOCHII O Hell y MECTHBIX MapTU3aH B
necy. [IpaBaa, Toraa oH He AyMal, 4To eMy IpuaeTcsl 3a0pecTy Tak Aajieko.

Pribak ocranoBuiicsi, nopoxkaan COTHHMKOBA, KOTOPBIM, OTCTaB, OOECCUJIEHHO TAIWJICS B
cympake. Ha mecsil Haruibuia cu3ast TIOTHasi MIv1a, HOYb TIOTEMHEJa, BIAJIM U BOBCE HUYETO HeJlb3s1
ObL10 pazmmuuTh. OH COPOCHIT HA CHET OBITY, TIOJIOKIIT Ha ee OOK KapaOWH U ¢ 00JIerYeHneM paciipa-
BUWJI HATPYKEHHbIE TUIeUr. MUHYTY CITyCTsI 3aIlJICTAIOIIMMCS 1I1aroM K Hemy nputaiuicsi COTHUKOB.

— Hy xak? Huuero?

— 3Haemb. .. Tol yx kKak-HUOYab. CeronHs 51 He TOMOIIHUK.

— JlamHo, 06oiiercs, — oTcarbIBasch, cka3ai PriOak u nepeses pa3roBop Ha apyroe: — Thl He
MIPUMETHJI, Mbl ITPABUJIBHO UjieM?

Tsoxeno apia, COTHUKOB MOCMOTPEN B HOYb.

— Bpogne 6b1 npaBuiibHO. Jlec Tam.
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— A nopora?

— Tyt roe-to u gopora. Eciu He cBepHyna Kyza.

Oba Mosya BIISIENUCH B CYMEPEUHYIO CHEXHYIO Aajlb, M B 3TO BPEMsI B IIIyMHOM TOPBIBE BETPa
MX HalpsKEHHBIN CITyX YJIOBWJI KaKOW-TO AAJIEKUil HESICHBIM 3BYK. B cienyioliee MrHOBEHHUE CTajlo
MOHSITHO, YTO 3TO YyTh CIIBIIIHBIA TONOT KOIBIT. O0a Bpa3 MOBEPHY/IUCh HABCTPEUY BETPY M HE TaK
YBUJIENH, KaK yraJajiy B CyMepKax e[jBa 3aMeTHoe, HesiCHoe elnle Apkenre. Criepsa PriOaky nmokasa-
JIOCh, YTO MX JOTOHSIOT, HO TYT K€ OH MOHSUI, UTO €/1yT He BJOTOH, a CKOpee Harnepepes, HABEPHO, 110
TOW caMOU Jjopore, KOTOpyIo OHU He Hanuid. OIyTUB, KaK JIPOrHYJIO Cep/lle, OH CKOPEHbKO 3aKUHYIT
3a Tiedo KapaduH. OJHAKO TYT e 4yThe MOACKA3aJI0 €My, UYTO eIyT B OTAAJICHUM ¥ MUMO, TPaB/a,
OCTaHYTCS JIU OHU He3aMeUeHHBIMU, OH OTPE/Ie/IUTh He MOT. M OH, HarHyBIIUChH, CUJIBHBIM PHIBKOM
OISATh BCKUHYJI Ha ce0s1 KocMaTylo TyIy OBIbL. [lojle mogHUMaIoch Ha TPUTOPOK, HAIO0 OBUIO Kak
MOXHO ObICTpee Tiepedekarh ero, u Torjaa Obl, HABEPHO, UX yXkKe He YBUJCIIH.

— Jagaii, naBaii! berom! — HerpoMmko KpukHyJa oH COTHHKOBY, C MeCTa MycKasich B Oer.

Horu ero cpasy oOpenu JIerkocTh, Teslo, Kak BCerja B MUHYTHI OMACHOCTH, CTaJIO JIOBKUM M
CUIbHBIM. M BIPYT B MSATH m1arax ot ceOsi OH YBUIEN JIOPOTY — pa3be3KEeHHbIE ee KOJIeU HauCKOCh
repecekay UxX MyTh. Ternephb yKe CTalo MOHATHO, YTO 3TO Ta camasl J0pora, Mo KOTOpOW exalid,
OH B3IJISIHYJI B CTOPOHY W OTYETJIMBO YBHJEJ MOOAATbh TYCKJIbIe MOIABVIKHBIC IMSITHA; ObLT CIBIIICH
HErPOMKHIA TIEPE3BOH Yero-To U3 YNPsKU, CAHU YBEpeHHO MpHuOmmkanick. CoBlagaB ¢ KOPOTKUM
3aMeIiaTeIbcTBOM, PriOak, OyITO 3aMUHIPOBAHHYIO ITOJIOCY, TIepedeka 3Ty MPOKJIATYIO TOPOTY, Tak
HEOXKUIAHHO U He KO BpeMEeHH TOSIBUBIITYIOCS Nepeji HUMU, U TYT e SICHO TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO ClIEJIall
He To. HaBepHO, Ha/to OBl MOAIATHCS Ha3all, MO Ty CTOPOHY, HO ObLIO yXke MO3IHO O TOM U JyMarh.
[TponampiBasi caroraMu HacT, OH Oeajl Ha IPUTOPOK M C 3aMHPAHUEM CepAlla kKJaJl, YTO BOT-BOT
UX OKJIUKHYT.

Eile He 10CTUIHYB BEPIMHBL, 32 KOTOPOM HAYMHAJICS CITyCK, OH CHOBA orisiHyicsl. CaHu yxe
SIBCTBEHHO OBUTM BUHBI HA JIOPOTe: UX OKA3aJIOCh JBOE — BTOPBIC TIOUTH BIIPUTHIK CJICIOBAJIH 32 Tep-
BbIMH. HO ceoKOB NOKa elnie Heslb3s1 ObLIO Pa3IMYiTh B CyMepKaX, KPUKY Tak:Ke He ObLIO CIIBIIITHO, 1
OH C MaJICHbKOM, OYEeHb KeJIAHHOU Tenepb Ha/Iek 10U MOyMaJl, 4TO, MOXKET ellle, 3TO KpecTbsiHe. Eciu
HE OKJIUKHYT, TO, HABEPHO, KPECThsIHE — TI0 KAKOW-TO MPUYKMHE 3aN03/]aJId B HOYM 1 BO3BPAIIAIOTCS
B CBOIO JiepeBHI0. Toraa HarpaceH 3ToT ero ucryr. OOHaIe:KeHHBIN 3TON HEOXKUJAHHOW MBICTIBIO, OH
CIIOKOIHee pa3a JBa BBIOXHYN U Ha Oery oOepHyscs K CoTHukoBy. TOT, Kak Ha3/o, MATKO TOMAJ
HeBJaJleKe, OyATO HEe B COCTOSTHUM YK€ MOAHANPSYbCS, YTOOBI MpoOekaTh KaKMX-HUOYIb COTHIO
I1aroB JI0 BEPIIUHBI TPUTOPKA.

U Torna HOYHYIO THIITL BCKOJIBIXHYJI 370U, YIPOKAIOIIUN OKPHIK:

— D-311! A ny croi!

«Yepra c qBa Tede croii!» — momyman Peibak u ¢ HOBOM crtor 6pocuics o cHery. Emy ocra-
BaJIOCh COBCEM YK€ HEMHOTO, YTOOBI CKPBITHCS 3 TMOKATOW CITUHOW MPUTOpKa, AajibIlle, KaKeTcs,
HAYMHAJICS CITYCK — TaM Obl OHH, HaBEpHO, yIu. HO IMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT CaHW OCTAaHOBUJIUCh, 1
HECKOJIbKO T'OJIOCOB OTTY/IA SIPOCTHO 3aKpUYasio BIOTOH:

— Croit! Croit! Ctpensars Oynem! Croii!

B coznanum Pribaka mMenbKHYIa CKBepHeias u3 muicieid: «[lomamvcs!» — Bce cTasno mpocro
Y 70 AyIIeBHON 00y 3HAaKOMO. PpiOak ycrayno 6exan mo MMpoKOMY BepXy MPUTOpKa, MyUUTETbHO
CO3HaBasl, YTO IJIABHOE Cefuac — Kak MOXHO Jajblie yiuTu. HaBepHo, Ha jtomasx JOroHsTh He OyayT,
a CTpessATh MyCTh CTPEJISIIOT: HOUBIO He OYeHb mnomaeib. OBIly, KOTopasi Tak HEKCTaTh OKa3asach
Terephb Ha ero Iuievax, OH, OJHAKO, He OPOCHII — TalluiI Ha ceOe, He JkKejasi paccTaBaThCs CO cladou
HaJEeKJI0M Ha TO, UTO ellle KaK-T1O0 MpOPBYTCSI.

Bckope oH nepedesxalt ¥ MPUropoK U pa3MalifucTo OMYAIICS 110 ero 00paTHOMY CKJIOHY BHU3.
Horu Tak Hecnu ero, uro PeiOak omacacs, Kak Obl He yracTh ¢ Horredl. Hemenikuii kapaOuH 3a criu-
HOH OOJIbHO OWJT MO Oeqpy MPHKIIAJA0M, TUXOHBKO 3BSIKAIM B KapMaHax marpoHsl. Enie u3pamm o
MIPUMETHJT YTO-TO PACTUIBIBUATO-TEMHOE BIIEPEIN, HABEPHO, OMATh KYCTAPHUK, U TIOBEPHYJI K HEMY.
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Kpuiku 1o3aay yMOJIK/IM, BBICTPENIOB ToKa He Obuto. [Toxoxke OblIo Ha TO, 4To OHU ¢ COTHHKOBBIM
yXke CKPBUTUCH U3 TOJIS 3PEHUsI TEX, Ha JOpOre.

Ho BOT CKJIOH IpUTOpKa OKOHYHJICS, CTaJI ITyOXe CHer, 1 PpiOak, oXxBaueHHBIN HOBOM 3a00TOH,
risHy1 Ha3aa. COTHUKOB OTCTall Tak JajieKo, YTO MOKa3aJoCh: BOT-BOT €ro CXBATAT KMBbeM. Bripo-
4yeM, TOT M Teriepb Kak Oy/ITO COBCEM He CIEIHI — He Oeskall, a e[jBa Tall[U/ICs B CHETOBOM CyMpaKe.
U camoe ckBepHOE OBLTIO TO, YTO PHIOaK HUYEM HEe MOT TIOCOOUTH €My, OH TOJIBKO 0€30CTaHOBOYHO
CTPEMUJICS BIIEpe/l, TEM CaMbIM yBJIeKast ToBapuina. Hamo Outo go0ekarsh 10 KycTapHUKA, KOTOPbIH
BpOJIC yKe HeIaIeKO YepHeIT BIIEPE/IH.

— Croit! bBanauTckoe oTpojibe, CToi! — ONATh pa3JaIuCh C3aQ1 YTPOXKAIOIIUE, C PyrareIbCTBOM
KPHKH.

3HauMT, BCe-TaKK JOTroHsI0T. He orisipiBasch — Hey100HO OBLIO OTJISIHYThCSI C OBLIOM, — PhiOak
0 KPUKaM TOHsLI, YTO T YK€ Ha MPUTOpKe U, HaBepHO, yBUAE M uX. CIIMIIIKOM HEBBITOIHBIM OKa-
3aJI0Ch UX TOJIOKeHUe, 0coOeHHO COTHMKOBA, KOTOPOMY 0 KYCTAPHUKOB ellle OexkaTh M OeKaTh.
Hy uro x... Kak Bcerna, B MUHYTY HarOOJIbIIIeH OMACHOCTU KakAblid 3a00THIICS O cebe, Opas CBOIO
cyabOy B coOcTBeHHbIe pyKH. YTo 10 PhiOaka, To KOTOPHIN yKe pa3 3a BOWHY €ro BbIpy4aiyd HOTH.

KycrapHuk, oka3biBaeTcs1, ObUT 3HAYMTEILHO Jajibliie, YeM MOKa3ajaoch B HOUM. Pribak He of0-
JIeJT ellie Y MOJIOBMHBI IyTH K HEMY, KaK C3a/id 3arpoxajiu BeicTpesibl. CTpesku ObUTH, OIHAKO, Ooliee
YeM HUKY/IbIIIHbIE, OH, HE OIJISbIBASICh, IOHSUT 3TO M0 TOMY, KaK TYrOM CTPYHOH Hajl HUM IMPOIILIa
myJist. CJIMIIIKOM BBICOKO IPOIILIa, 9TO OH HOHST ToYHO. M OH 3acTaBuJI ceOst 1o TEMU MyJIsIMU j100¢e-
JKaThb JI0 KyCTapHHKA.

HaBepHo, TyT HAUMHAJIOCH JIyTOBOE OOJIOTIIE — HA CHEKHOM paBHUHE OINETUHUIICS TOJIBIMH BET-
BsIMH OJIbIIIAHKK, B PHIXJIOM CHETY I10J1 HOraM# MSITKO OyrprIMCh KOUKH. PrIOak yra B caMoM Havasie
KyCTapHMKa, CBaJIMJI CO CIMHBI OBILy. [Toxkasy#i, Hamo ObLIo OekaTh Jajibliie, HO y HEro yxke He OCTa-
Bajioch cwil. C3au BOBCIO IIUIA TIEPECTpesiKa, U OH MOHsUI, 4To ux 3agepxan CorHukoB. CHavana
910 00pasioBaio Pribaka: 3HAUMT, OTOPBAJICS, TETIEPh B KYCTAPHUKE MOKHO 3aIlyTaTh CBOW CJIE/l U
yit. Ho mipexnae Hano Obuto orisiyiethesi. C KapaOMHOM B PyKe OH MPHUBCTA Ha KOJICHSIX U YBU-
nen Baam COTHUKOBA, KOTOPBIA ¢/1a00 MIEBEJTUIICS MO/l CaMbiM MPUropkoM. OIHAKO OTCI0a CKBO3b
Cepblii CyMpaK HOYM HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO TMOHSTh, KyJa OH JBHMIAJICS WM, MOXKET, BOBCE CTOSUT Ha
onHoM Mecte. Ilocnie Tpex-deThipex BBICTPEIOB C MPUTOpKa OJWH IPOXHYIN Olnke — B HeM Pridak
otueTMBO y3Ha BeicTpes CoTHukoBa. Ho Bce-Taku Kakow CMBICI B MX TOJIOKEHUH HAYMHATh TIepe-
CTpeJIKy ¢ monuimei, aroro Pridak He 3Han. HaBepHO, Hamo ObLIO KaK MOXHO CKOpee YXOIUTh —
KyCTapHMK Ha MX IyTH MO3BOJIKIT Obl OTOpPBAThCs OT npecieaoparesieit. Ho COTHUKOB OyaTo He MOHU-
MaJl 9TOro0, TIOXOKe, 3aJIer U Jake MepecTan ImeBeauThest. Eciin Obl He ero BBICTPEIIbl, MOKHO OBLIO
ObI MIOyMaTh, YTO OH YOUT.

A MoeT, oH paHeH?

Ort 310i1 MBIcTH PBIOaKy cTasio He o cebe, Ho YeM-JnO0 moMoub COTHUKOBY OH He Mor. [Tonu-
1[al CBEPXy, C MPUTOpKa, HABEPHOE, OTIIMYHO BUJISIT OJMHOKOrO Ha CHETYy YeJOBeKa, W, XOTs MOoKa
He OeryT K HeMy — OHH, O€3yCJIOBHO, PACCTPEIISIOT ero u3 BUHTOBOK. Eciu e Pribak Opocutcs Ha
MIOMOIIIb, YOBIOT 00OMX — B 9TOM OH ObUI yBepeH. Tak ciy4yanoch Bo BpeMsl (PMHCKOM, KOT/ia MPOKJIs-
Thie KyKYIIKHA HAOMBAJIM TI0 YEThIPE-TIAThH YEJIOBEK 32 MUHYTY, U BCE TEM e CaMbIM IMPUMHUTHBHBIM
CIoco0OM: K MEPBOMY MOACTPEICHHOMY Opocasicst Ha BRIPYUKY COCE[l IO LEMU U TYT JKe JIOKHUJICS
PSIOM; TIOTOM K HUM TT0JI3 CIICAYIOMINEA. M KakIbli U3 9THUX CIIEAYIOMMX TTOHUMAJT, YTO €r0 JKJET TaM,
HO ¥ HE MOT y/I€PXaThCsl, BUS, KaK MOrMOaeT TOBAPHIIL.

3HauMT, MOKa €CTh BO3MOKHOCTb, HaI0 yxomuTh: COTHMKOBA yXe He cracellb. Perms Tak,
Pri6ak CKOpEHBKO 3a0pOCHII 32 CITUHY KapaOWH, PEIIUTEeIbHBIM YCUIHEeM B3BAJIWII HA TIJICYH OBITY H,
CITOTHIKASICh O KOYKH, MPUIYCTHIICS KpaeM O0JIoTa.

HaBepHo, OH J1aJIeKo y:Ke yIIesI ¢ TOro MeCTa M CHOBa BHIOWJICS U3 CHUJT. BBICTpeJIbl C3a/11 CTHXJIH,
Y OH, MIPUCITYIIIMBAsICh K THIIMHE, C HESICHBIM OOJIErYeHreM qyMaJl, 4To, MMO-BUANMOMY, TaM BCE YKe
KOHYeHO. Ho crycTst MUHYTY WM JIBE BBICTpEJIBI pa3iainch CHOBa. babaxHys0 Tpu pasa, ofiHa IMmyJist
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C 3aTyXaloIM BU3IOM Ipoluia Hag 6onotom. 3HaunT, COTHUKOB emle Kui1. M IMeHHO 3T HeOoXHu-
JaHHBIE BBICTPEJIBI OTO3BATMCH B Pribake HOBOM TpeBoroit. OHM cliepKUBaM ero Oer u OyIopaxuim
ero 0oOOCTpeHHbIE OMAaCHOCTHIO YyBcTBA. OBIIA BCe TsbKesesa, MOpoi ee MATKUM, TOIATIVBBIA TPy3
Ka3aJICsl UyKUM U HEJIENbIM, 1 OH MEXaHUUECKH TaIllUJI €€, lyMasi COBCEM O JAPYIOM.

Uepe3 MHUHYTY BIEpeAd IOKa3ajics HErTyOOKHMH OBpaXeK-TIPOMOMHA, BO3MOXKHO — Oeper
3amepaiielt peuyiky. HaBepHo, cieioBasio nepeiTy Ha Jpyryio CTOPOHY, HO TOJIBKO PriOak cyHyscs
TyJa, KaK, TTOCKOJIb3HYBILIMCh, BBITYCTHJI HOIIY M Ha CIIMHE CIOJ3 [0 CHETYy A0 HU3a. BhIpyraBIvch,
BCKOYMJI, pa3rpedasi pykaMH CHET, BHIOpaJICsl HABEPX U BAPYT OTYETIIMBO MOHST, YTO YXOJUTh HEMb3sl.
Kak MOHO CTOJIbKO CHJIbI TPATUTD Ha 3TY IPOKJISATYIO OBILY, €C/IM TaM ocTaBasicsl ToBapuill? KoHeuHo,
CoTHMKOB OBl ellle KMB M HaIOMUHAJ 0 ceOe BbicTpenamu. [1o cyiectBy, oH mpuKpbiBai Pridaka,
TEeM Cracasi ero OT ruOesil, HO eMy caMoMy ObLJIO O4YeHb IJI0X0. EMy yxke He BbiOpatbhcsi. A PriOaky
TaK MPOCTO ObLIIO YUTH — BPSIZL JIU €r0 Tereph JIOTOHSIT.

Ho 4to on ckaxer B niecy?

Bcst HEMpUIIISIIHOCTL €ro MpekKHero HaMepeHusl CTaja CTOJb OYEBHIHOM, uTo PhiOak THxo
BBIPYTaJiCs M B CMSITEHUH OITCTHJICSI HA Kpall oBpakka. Boaim, 3a KycTapHUKOM, IPOXHYII e1lie OIUH
BBICTpEJ, ¥ OOJIbIIIE BHICTPEJIOB C IIPUTOPKa yxke He ObLI0. «MOXKEeT, TaM YTO U3MEHHUJIOCh», — TTO/Y-
Maut Pribak. Hactynmna kakas-To TsAryvas rnaysa, B Te4eHHe KOTOPOW Y HEro OKOHYATeIbHO CO3PEIIo
HOBOE pellleHN’e, U OH BCKOUMIL.

Crapasch He paccy)aTh OOJIbIIe, OH OBICTPBIM IIATOM JABUHYJICS [0 CBOEMY ClIe/ly Ha3as.
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6

COTHMKOB He UMeJT HAMepeHUsI HAYMHATh TIEPECTPEIIKY — OH IIPOCTO YAl Ha CKJIOHE, B TOJIOBE
3aKPYKHIJIOCh, BCE BOKPYT IMOIUIBLIO, U OH UCITYTaJICs, YTO YKe He MOJAHUMETCS.

Ortcrona emMy XOpoIo ObLJIO BUITHO, Kak PhIOak BHU3Y M30 BCEX CUJT MUAJICS K KYCTAPHUKY, PyKH
€ero Mo-npexHeMy ObLTH 3aHATH Holel, 1 COTHUKOB He MO3BaJl €ro, He KPUKHYII, IOTOMY Kak 3HaJ:
CcriacaThCsl yKe MO3IHO. 3abIXasiCh OT YCTANIOCTH, OH HEMOABIKHO JIEXKaJ B CHETY, ITOKA He YCIIbIIIaI
C3a/I¥ TOJIOCA U HE TOHSLI, YTO €ro CKOPO CXBATsAT. Toria OH BBITAIMI U3 CHEra BUHTOBKY U, YTOOBI
Ha MUHYTY OTOJBHHYTh OT ce0s1 TO caMOe CTPAITHOE, YTO JOJKHO OBUIO TIPOW3OWUTH, BBHICTPEIIII B
cymepkH. [TycTh 3HAIOT, YTO Tak MPOCTO OH UM HE JACTCS.

HagepHo, ero BbICTpel OAEUCTBOBAJ: OHU TaM, B TIOJIe, Bpojie Obl OCTaHOBMIIMCH. M OH momy-
MaJl, 9TO HaJI0 BOCTIONIb30BATHCS Cy4aeM U BCE e MOMBITAThCS YUTH. XOTsI OH U 3HAJI, YTO IIAHCHI €T0
CJIVILIIKOM HUUTOKHBI, OH BCE 3K€ COBJIAAall CO CBOEH ClIa00CThI0, HANPATCS U, ONIEPILICh HA BUHTOBKY,
BCTal. B 3T0 Bpems OHM MOSIBUIMCh HEOXKUAAHHO OJIM3KO OT HErO — TP HEMOJBMKHBIX CHITy9Ta Ha
cepoM ropOy npuropka. HaBepHoe, 3aMeTUB ero, KpailHHiA CIipaBa 4TO-TO BCKPUKHYI, 1 COTHHKOB,
MOYTH HE LIeJISICh, BHICTPENIWI BTOPOM pa3. BbUlo BUIHO, KAK OHM TaM HIAPaXHYJIUCh OT €ro IMyJ,
MIPUCENY WM TIPUTHYJIMCh B OKUJIAHUU HOBBIX BBICTpesioB. OH ke, 3arpedast OypKaMu CHer, IaTKO
HEYBEpEHHO M00Oekal BHU3, KAXIYI0 CEKYH/1y PUCKYS CHOBA PaCIlIaCTaThCsl HA 3ACHEKEHHOM CKJIOHE.
Pri6ak yxe ObUT JaJIeKo, MOj CaMbIM KyCTapHUKOM, 1 COTHHMKOB MOyMaut: MOxkeT, yiner? OH u cam
U3 TIOCJIEJHUAX CHUJI CTapasicsl MOJaIbIle 0TOekaTh OT STOro MPUropKa, HO He Cesal U COTHH IIaroB,
KaK C3a/11 TIOYTH 3aJIIIOM YJAPHIIH BBICTPEJIHL.

Heckombko 11aroB oH ertie 6exat, yxe 4yBCTBYs, UTO yIaeT, — B TPaBoM Oeipe BIIPYT 3areKJIo,
JIMTTKAsI TOpsTIasi MOKPs/Ib TIOTON31A 10 KoJieHy B Oypok. Elie uepe3 HeCKOIbKO I1aroB MOYTH Iepe-
CTaJl YyBCTBOBATh HOTY, KOTOpast OBICTPO TsKesIeNa ¥ ¢ TPYJIOM MOAYMHSIIACh eMy. Yepe3 MUHYTY OH
pyxHyJ Ha cHer. CUJIbHOH O0JTH, OJJHAKO, He YyBCTBOBAJI, OBLIIO TOJIBKO HECTEPITUMO KapPKO B IPYIU U
OYeHb XKIJIO BhIIIE KosleHa. B mrannHe Bee cTano MoKpeiM. HekoTopoe Bpemst jiekal, 10 00 3aKy-
cuB ry0y. B co3HaHum yxke He ObLJIO CTpaxa, KOTOPBIN OH IMEPEKIIT PaHbIIle, He ObUIO JIakKe COKATCHUS
— TPUILUIO JIMIIIh TPE3BOE M OYATO HE €ro, a Ybe-TO MOCTOPOHHEE, UyKOe U OTYETIMBOE TIOHUMAHHUE
BCEl HEOTBPATUMOCTH CKOpoid rudesm. Crierka yauBJisiio, YTO OHA HACTHIJIA €r0 TaK BHE3AIHO, KOTra
MeHbIIIe Bcero ee kaal. CKOJIBKO pa3 B camble O€3BbIXOJHbIE MUHYTBI CMEPTh BCE-TAKM OOXOAMIA €r0
cropoHoit. Ho TyT 060iiTH yXke He Moria.

C3aau oMsITh MOCTBIIAIUCH FOJI0CA — HABEPHO, 9TO MPUOIMKAIMCH TTOJTUIIAN, YTOOBI B3SITh €TO.
HcnbiThiBast OBICTPO YCHIIMBAIOIIYIOCS O0JTb B HOTE U €Ba IPEBO3MOTast Cl1aboCTh, OH MPHUITOAHSLIICS
Ha pyKax, ce. [Tosbl muHenu, OypKH, pyKaBa M KOJIEHH ObUIM IYCTO BBIBAJISIHBI B CHET'Y, HA IIITAHUHE
BBIIIIE KOJIEHA PACIUIBIBAJIOCh MOKPOE MATHO KpoBU. Bripouem, oH yke mepecTan oOpaiarh Ha 3TO
BHUMaHMe — JBUHYB 3aTBOPOM, BRIOPOCHJT M3 BUHTOBKH CTPEJISIHYIO THIIB3Y U JOCTAJI HOBBIN MATPOH.

OH cHOBa yBUZEN TPOMX Ha CKJIOHE — OJJMH BIIEPE, IBOE C3aH, — HesICHbIE TeHU HEe OYEHb
YBEPEHHO CITyCKAJIUCh ¢ MpUropka. Cxas 3yObl, OH OCTOPOKHO BHITSIHYJI HA CHETY PaHEHYIO HOTY, JIer
U TIIATeSIbHee, YeM Mpexk e, npuieaics. Kak Tonbko 3ByK BeICTpesa OT/IeTel BAajlb, OH YBUAEIN, UTO
TaM, Ha CKJIOHE, BCE Pa30M YIaJi, M Cpa3y ke B HOUHOM THUIIIMHE 3arPOXaJTH MX T'yJIKHE BUHTOBOYHBIE
BoICTpesbl. OH MOHS, YTO 3a/iepKajl MX, 3aCTABUJI CUUTATHCS C COOOM, M 3TO BBI3BATIO KOPOTKOE
ynosjieTBopeHue. Paccnabmnsisich nocie 60Je3HEHHOTO HANpPsIKeHUsI, OIYCTUJICS JIOOM Ha TIPUKJIa.
OH CIMIIKOM yCTasl, YTOObI HETIPEPHIBHO CIIEAUTh 32 HUMHU WJIM XOPOHUTHCS OT UX BBICTPEJIOB, U
THXO JIeKaJl, Tpudeperasi OCTaTKU CBOEW CITIOCOOHOCTH BBICTPENIUTS ellie. A Te, C PUropKa, IPyKHO
OWJIM TI0 HEMY 13 BUHTOBOK. Pa3a [Ba OH yCIIbIIIAN U My/y — OfIHAa B3BU3THYJIA HaJl TOJIOBOM, Apyras
yZlapuiia TJie-To Moj JIOKOTh, 0011aB im0 cHeroM. OH He TomeBeuscs — MycTh ObioT. Eciu yobioT,
TaK 4To Xk... Ho moka %wuB, OH UX K ceOe He MOITyCTHT.
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CwMmeptu B 6010 OH He Oosiyics — mepeOosIcs yKe 3a JIECATOK CaMbIX Oe3BBIXOTHBIX TOJIOKeE-
HUIA, — CTpaIrHO ObUIO CTaTh JJISl IPYyrux 00y30M, KaKk 3TO CIYYHUIIOCh C MX B3BOOHBIM JKMayeHKo.
Ocenblo B KpbIKOBCKOM JieCy TOT ObLI paHEH OCKOJIKOM B JKMBOT, U OHU COBEPILIEHHO U3MYYHJIHCh,
TMOKa TAIUJIM €To 1Mo OOJIOTY MMMO Kapareliel, Koraa KakJoMy HeJlerko ObUIo yoepeub COOCTBEHHYIO
roJIoBy. A BeuepoM, Korjia BbIOpainch B Oe30macHoe Mecto, JKMaueHKO CKOHYAICS.

CoTHHMKOB OoJbIlie BCero OOsUICS MIMEHHO TaKOW Y4acCTH, XOTs, KQKETCsl, TaKasi er0 MUHYeT.
Cnactuce, pasymeercsi, He nipuaeTcs. Ho oH ObUT B COZHaHMU M UMEJT OpysKHe — 3To I71aBHoe. Hora
KaK-TO CTPaHHO MepTBeJia OT CTOIBI 0 Oepa, OH yKe He YyBCTBOBA M TEIJIOThl KPOBU, KOTOPOHA,
HaBEpHO, HAaTeKJI0 Hemasio. Te, Ha IPUropKe, Mociie HECKOJIBKUX BBICTPENIOB Tenephb Bhukuaamu. Ho
BOT KTO-TO U3 HUX MOAHsIICA. OcTabHbIe OCTAIUCH JIEKAaTh, a 9TOT OWH YEPHOU TEHbIO OBICTPO CKa-
THJICS CO CKJIOHA U 3aMep. COTHUKOB MOTSIHYJICSI pyKaMH K BUHTOBKE M TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, KAK OH OCJIa-
6en. K Tomy ke cuibHel ctana 6onets Hora. bosesno noueMy-To KOJIEeHO U CYyXOKHITUE TIO] HUM, XOTSI
MyJist Ionaja Beime, B Oeapo. OH cxai 3yObl U cilerka MOBEpHYJICS Ha JIEBbI OOK, YTOOBI C TIPABOTO
CHAThH YacTh Harpy3ku. B TOT ke MOMEHT Ha NMPUTOpKe MeJIbKHYJIa elle OlHa TeHb — CAAeTCsl, OHU
TaM IO BCEM MPaBUJIaM apMENCKON TaKTUKH, MepedekKaMu, MpUOIKamich K Hemy. OH 0k aasICs,
TMOKa TIOMHUMETCSI TPETUH, U BBICTpeI. BeicTpemi Hayra, npuOIM3UTEIbHO — MYIIKa U TPOpe3b
ObLIM TUIOXO PA3IMYMMBI B CyMpake. B OTBET OmsITh 3arpoxasiv BHICTPEIIbl OTTYAA — Ha 3TOT pa3 OKOJIO
necsiTKa, He MeHblie. Korja BHICTpesibl yTUXJIHM, OH BBIHYJ M3 KapMaHa HOBYIO 000MMY U Niepe3apsian
BUHTOBKY. Bce-Taku maTpoHs! HaJlo ObLIO Oepeub, X OCTABAIOCh BCETO MATHAIATD.

HagepHoe, MHOrO BpeMeHH OH IpOoJiekall B 3TOM CHery. Tesio Hayano Mep3HyTb, Hora Oosnerna
Bce OOJIbIIe; OT CTYXKHU U TIOTEPU KPOBHU CTaJl JOHMMaTh 03HOO. BbIIO OUeHb MyUYHTENBHO KIaTh. A
T€, MOCTPEISIB, CMOJIKJIM, OY/ATO PO B HOUM — HUT/IE Ha PUTOPKE HE TMOSIBUIIOCh HU OIHOM TEHH.
Ho oH 4yBCcTBOBaJ, YTO BPSA JIM OHU OCTABAT €r0 TYT — MOCTAPAIOTCS B3SITh )KUBBIM W MEPTBBIM.
N on mogymait: a Moxer, oHu moanon3ait? Vnm oH cran mioxo Buaets? OT c1aboctu B riia3ax
HavyaJy MeJIbTEIINTh TEMHBIE MSTHA, CJerKa MoATamHuBaio. OH UCIyrajcs, YTO MOXET MOTepsTh
CO3HaHUe, ¥ TOTr/ja CIIyYHMTCsI TO CAMOe XY/IIIIee, Yero OH OOJIbIIe BCEro OOsyICs Ha 9TOU BOMHE. 3HAUMT,
roclieqHee, Ui Yero OH JAOJDKeH cOepeub OCTATKM CBOMX MAJIBIX CHUJI, — HE CIAThCS JKMBBIM.

COTHHMKOB OCTOPOKHO IMPUIIOIHSIT TOJIOBY — B MOPO3HBIX CyMepKax BIEPEAH YTO-TO MeJIbK-
HyJso. Yenoek? Ho Bckope OH ¢ oOJeryeHMeM MOHSUI, YTO OImUOCs: Mepel CTBOJIOM MeJIbTelna
obUMHKA OypbsiHa. Torna, cniepskuBasi CTOH, OH MOIIEBEIN PAHEHOW HOTOM, KOTOPYIO TYT K€ MPOH-
3WJ1a CKBO3HAsI Cy10pora OOJIM, HEMHOTO TIOIBUTaJT KOJIEHOM. [1asblieB CTYITHY OH yXe He YyBCTBOBA
BOBce. BripoueM, 4yepT ¢ HUMH, C MAIbIIaMH, JyMaJl OH, Telepb OHM HU K yeMy. Bropast Hora Oblia
BIIOJTHE 37J0POBOMA.

Bpemenu, HaBepHO, POIILIO HEMAJIO, 2 MOXKET, M He TaK MHOTO — OH YK€ YTPATHJI BCSKOE OIILy-
meHue Bpemenu. Ero TpeBoxkuia Tenepb camasi I1aBHasi MbICIIb: He JaTh ceOsl 3aXBaTUTh BPACILIOX.
[Nono3peBasi, 4TO OHU MOJ3YT, U YTOOBI KaK-HUOYIb 3a/iepKaTh UX MPUOMKEHUE, OH MPUIOKHIICS
K BUHTOBKE M OISTh BhICTpeauiI. Ho monumanm mMeamuiau 4rto-To, U OH MOAyMaJsl, YTO, MOXET, OHH
3aM0JI3JIM B JIOUIMHY U TOKA He BUIAT ero. Toria oH Takke perIui BOCIIONb30BAThCs 3TON MaJIeHbKOM
MepebIIIKON ¥ MyUYHTEIHHO TIepeBaIniIcs Ha OOK.

CwMmep3mmiicss 6ypok BOOOIIIE IJI0X0 CHUMAJICS C HOTH, ceivac ero Hajo ObUIO COApaTh, HE BCTa-
Bast. I COTHMKOB CKOPUMJICS, HAMPSITCS, IO CKPUIIA CKaJl YETIOCTA ¥ 30 BCEX CHJI TIOTSHYIN OypOK.
[NepBas nomnbITKa HUYETo He Aaja. Yepe3 MUHYTY OH yKe U3HEMOT, KapKo JBIIIai, 00OIUBasACh XOIO/-
HBIM 1ToToM. Ho, nepe1oxHyB HEMHOTO U OTJISIAEBIIIUCH, C elle OOJbIIeN PeIMMOCTBIO YXBAaTHIICS 32
OypOK.

OH cramnmJ ero nocJje MsATou WK MEeCTOH MOIBITKH 1, BKOHEI] 00ECCUIIEB, HECKOJIBKO MUHYT He
Mor nomeBeuThbest. [Totom, 6osick He ycnieTh, Opocit Ha cHer OypoK U MpUMonHsi1 ronopy. Craercs,
riepe]; HIM HUKOTo He Obuto. Tereps mycTh 6eryT — OH ObLT TOTOB MTPUKOHYUTH Ce0s1, CTOMJIO TOJIBKO
BIIEpETh B MOAOOPOJOK CTBOJI BUHTOBKH M MAJIbIIEM HOTM HaXaTh CIycK. M OH mopanoBasicsi TUXOM
3710l PafoCThiO: BCE-TAKU JKMBBIM €ro He Bo3bMYT. Ho y Hero eme Obutn 1Be 0OOMMBI TATPOHOB —
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MU OH JIaCT TIOC/IeIHUI cBoU Ooil. OH MpHUBCTAJ BBIIIE — IJe-TO JOIKHBI K€ OHHM OBITh, 3TH €r0
MPOTUBHUKH, HE CKBO3b 3eMJTIO K& OHH MTPOBAJAJIVICE. . .

[Moyemy-To X He OKa3aI0Ch MOOIM30CTU. VK, MOKET, OH yKe TUIOXO0 B B Hour? Bripouem,
HOYb Kak Oy/ITO TIOTeMHeJNa, MeCsIl BBEPXY OMATh Ky[da-TO Mcye3. 3HAYUT, KU3Hb BCE-TAaKU OKOH-
YUTCSI HOYBIO, TOAYMAJI OH, B MPAYHOM, ITPOMEP3IIIEM T10JIe, TIPH MTOJTHOM OJIMHOYECTBE, 03 JTOIeH.
[Totom ero, HaBepHOE, OTBE3YT B TOJUINIO, PAa3[CHYT U 3apOIOT IAe-HUOYIh Ha KOHCKOM MOTHIb-
HUKe. 3apoIoT, 1 HUKTO HUKOTJA He y3HaeT, Yell TaMm TMOKOWTCS Mpax. bparckas morusia, Kotopas
KOIJIa-TO CTpalllijia ero, ceryac crajia HeIOCTUKUMOW MEUTOM, IMOYTH POCKOIIIbIO. Bripouem, Bce 310
MeJIOUH. Y Hero yke He 0CTaBaJIoOCh HUYETO TAKOT0, O YeM Obl CTOMJIO TIOKaJIeTh Mepeji KoHIoM. Pa3Be
YTO 9Ta BUHTOBKA, O@30TKA3HO MPOCITYKUBIIAs eMy Ha BoiiHe. Hu pa3y oHa He 3aena, HU eIUHbIM
MEXaHU3MOM He TIOJIBeJIa TP CTpesbOe, 00l ee ObLIT yAMBUTENIBHO CIIPaBeH U METOK. [pyrue nmenu
CKOPOCTpeJIbHbIe HEMEIIKHe aBTOMaThl, HekoTopblie Hocuin CBT — oH e He paccTaBajicsi CO CBOei
TpexJimHerKou. [Ton3nMel OHa ObLIa ero HaJesKHOU 3allIUTHUIIEH, a TeTieph BOT, HABEPHO, TOCTAHETCS
KaKOMY-HHOY/Ib TIOJIUIIAIO. . .

Hauana mep3HyTb ero 6ocast Hora. He xBatasio eiie OTMOPO3HTh €€ — KaK TOr/Ia HakaTh CITYCK ?
[TpeBo3moras c1adocTh U 00J1b, OH MOIIEBETUIICS B CHETY U BIIPYT 3aMETHIT Ha TPUTOPKE JIBUKEHUE.
TonbKko He OTTYy/Ia K HeMY, a Tyaa. [IBe eiBa 3aMeTHbIe, Pa3MbIThIC B CyMEpKax TeHU MEJICHHO JIBU-
raJIvich 1o CKJIOHY BBepX. CKOpO OHM OBbLIH YKe Ha CAMOM BepXy MPUTOpPKa, M OH HE MOT ITOHSATh, YTO
TaM ciyursiock. OHU HaBepHsKA Ky/Ia-TO OTIIPABJISIUCH — BO3MOKHO, K CaHSIM FUJTH 32 TIOMOIIbIO, OH
HE CMeJl JaXe U MOayMaTh, YTO OHM OCTABJIsUIM ero. Ho OH SIBCTBEHHO BHJIEN: OHM BO3BpAIAIUCh
K JIopore.

3HauuT, OH ocTaBajcs oguH. Ho Beib OH Bce paBHO JOJTO HE BBIICPKUT TaK HA MOpO3e,
rocpeay NoJist u OyJeT JUIIh MeJIJIEHHO TIOruOaTh OT CTYXKU M TTOTepU KPOBHU. ByATO 3115Ch Ha HUX 32
9TO MX BepojoMcTBO, COTHUKOB KOe-KaK MPHILIEIUIICS U BBICTPEJIHLIL.

W TyT OH MOHsJI, YTO omnacajcst HallpacHO: HeBjajieKe Mo MPUTOPKOM MTPO3BYYasT BHICTPET B
OTBET. 3HAUUT, KapayJblIUK Bce ke octajcs. Te, HaBepHOe, OTIPABUIIMCH 32 TIOMOIIIbIO, 8 OTHOTO
OCTaBUJIM CJICTUTH 32 HUM U JIepXkaTh ero noja oocrpesoM. HaBepHo, oHU cOOOpa3uiid, 4To OH paHEeH
1 J1ajieko He yiaeT. Uto k, Bce MpaBUIIBLHO.

OpHaKo HOBBIM TIOBOPOT JIejia JIaXxe BOOMYIIEBU €r0 — C OMHUM MOXKHO ObLIIO TOOOPOTHCSI.
[Tnoxo, mpaBa, 4To OH He BUJEJ CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA — HABEPHO, YIAUHO 3aMacKUPOBAJICs, ra. A 1o
BBICTpEJIaM HOUYBIO HE OYEHb yrajaelllb, Tae TOT 3aces. [lomuiaii ke, Mo BCceil BEpOATHOCTH, JepKall
ero Ha mpuriesie — ctomio COTHUKOBY MPUIIOAHATH TOJIOBY, KaK BIAJIM TPOXaj BBICTpesl. 3HAYMT,
MpUJETCS JiexkKaTh U Mep3HYTh. O3HOO yXe TpsC ero HerpepbBHO, 1 COTHUKOB TIOyMaJ, YTO JIOJITO
TaK He MPOTSHET.

Ho oH THYJI, HEM3BECTHO Ha UYTO HAJIEsICh, XOTS TaK MPOCTO MOT Obl MOKOHYUTH CO BCEM.
Moxer, oH 3axoten cractuch? [lo-BuIuMOMYy, 3aX0Tell, OCOOCHHO TeTieph, KOTja Te CHSUIA OCajy.
Tonbko kak? [Ton3Ti OH He MOT, paHEHOW HOTOM cTapaJicsl He JBUraTth aaxe. Ho 310poBast ero Hora
yXke 3amep3alia — 3HAYUT, OH BOBCE OcTaBajics Oe3 Hor. A 6e3 HOr Kakoe criaceHue?

OcraBuB B CHEry BUHTOBKY, OH ITOBEPHYJICSI HA OOK W, HE TIOJHIMAsI TOJIOBBI, TOUCKAT OYpPOK.
Tot nexan 6m3Ko, rosieHuIieM B cHery. OH JIOTSHYJICS 10 OypKa, BHICHITIAT CHET U HaYaJl HaIyTIbI-
BaTh €ro OKOUECHEBIIIel HOroM, 4YTo0bl HajleTh. HazieTh, OTHaKO, He yIaI0Ch — 3TO OKa3aJioch TPyIHEe,
4yeM CHsTh. Hora Tojbko BOIIUIA B TOJIEHUINIE, KaK OMSATh 3aKPYKUJIACh TOJIOBA, ¥ OH CKAJICSA, CTapasich
nepeTeprieTh MPUCTYII cIA00CTH 1 001, B 9T0 Bpemst 6aXHyIT ¥ I'YJIKUM MOPO3HBIM 9XOM MOKATHIICS
IO TIOJTIO BBICTPEJT — OTTY/IA ke, U3-1of] nmpuropka. [lorom 6axHyso B Ipyroi pa3 u B Tpetuit. [1yb,
OJIHAKO, OH HE YCIIBIIIAN, Ja OH ¥ He BCIIYIIUBAJICA BOBCe. BOKOM, CKOPUYMBIIIMCH B CBOEM CHEXHOM
JiexxOulIIe, OH U30 BCEX CUJI CTapalicsl HATAHYTh OypoK. Ml OH HaTsHYJI ero, XOTs U He JI0 KOHIa, Koe-
Kak, 1 eMy ctaio jerde. OH J1axe MOBepHYJI JIUIIO, YTOOBI HE TaK CHJIBHO XKIJIO Ha CHETY IIeKy | JI00.

W BApyT OH yCITBIIAT HEMOHSATHO OTKY/IA JIOHECIIUICS TOJIOC:

— CoraukoB, COTHHUKOB. ..
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ITO MOpa3wio €ro, ¥ OH MOAYMaJl, YTO, HABEPHOE, EMY YK€ MepeluTcs. TeM He MeHee OH
OIVISIHYJICS — €33/ B TEMHOTE BOPOIIIJIOCH YTO-TO JKMBOE, Bpojie ObI Jaxke MOI3 KTO-TO U TIOBTOPSIT
C TUXON HaCTONYMBOCTHIO:

— CornukoB, COTHUKOB!

Hy, pasymeercs, 310 Poidak! COTHUKOB OTUETIIMBO PACCIBIIIAT €r0 HU3KHMIA BCTPEBOKEHHBIH
roJIOC ¥ TOTJa pa3oM OOMSIK B CBOEM MYUHTETbHOM HanpsokeHUH. XOTs erle ObLJI0 HESICHO, XOPOIIIO
9TO WJIM HeT, 4yTo PriGak BepHyICs (MOXET, MyTh K OTXOLY ObUT TaKkKe OTpPe3aH), HO OH BIIPYT MOHSLT:
rudesb OTKJIaAbIBAETCSI.
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7

OHM TOTON3M K KYCTApHUKY — Briepeau Peioak, 3a HUM COTHUKOB. DTO ObUIT JOJITHIA, U3HYPH-
TeJIbHBIN Iy Th. COTHUKOB HE YCIeBaJI 32 TOBAPUIIIEM, a HOT/IA M BOBCE 3aMUpPaJl B CHEXKHOM 60po3e,
1 Torja PeiGak, pa3BepHYBIIIKCH, XBATAJ €r0 32 BOPOT IIMHEN U TalHI 32 co00i. OH Tak:ke BHIOWIICS
U3 CHJI — MaJIO TOTO, 4To nomMoran COTHUKOBY, ellie BOJIOK Ha cebe 00e BUHTOBKH, KOTOPBIE BCE BpeMsI
CBAJIMBAJIUCh CO CITUHBI U 3acTpeBajy B cHery. Houb notemHena, B CyMpayHOU JbIMKE COBCEM IIPO-
TaJl MecsI1l — 3T0, BO3MOXKHO, U criaciio ux. [IpaBaa, n3-noja npuropka iBa pas3a XJIOIMHYJIU BICTPEIIbI
— HaBEpHO, TOT MOJIMLIAN BCE K€ YTO-TO 3aMETUJI.

Koe-kak 100paBImch 10 Kpasi KyCTApHUKA, OHU 3AJIETJTH MEXKAY MITKUX 3aCHEKEHHBIX KOUYEK
— TEMHbIE BETKU OJIbIIIAHMKA HETIOXO CKPBIBAJIM UX B HOYHBIX CyMepKax. PriOak ObLT BeCh MOKPBIi
— Tasul CHeT B pyKaBax M 3a BOPOTHUKOM MONYNTyOKa, OT OOMJIBHOTO 1MOTa B3MOKJIa criuHa. OH Tak
yCTaJl, KaK He yCTaBaJl, HABEpHOE, HUKOT/IA B JKU3HU, U OECIIOMOIITHO JIeKal HUYKOM, JIAIIIb TOTJISIIbI-
Basi B CTOPOHY ITpUTOpKa: He OeryT v 3a HuMu. Ho c3a11 HUKoro He ObUIO, MOJUIAN XOTh U 3aMETH
YTO-TO, HO MPEC/eIOBaTh, HABEPHO, HE OTBAKMIICS — TYT HEJOITO OBUIO M CAMOMY CXJIONOTATD ITYJTIO.

—Hy, kak 11?7 — mogan ronoc Peidak, Bce elnie skapKo JAbIIIa T'yCThIM, BUAUMBIM JJake B CyMepKax
MapOM.

— ITnoxo, — enBa cipiiHO pu3HaICss COTHUKOB.

OH sexan Ha OOKY, 3aITPOKMHYB IOJIOBY B IJIOTHO OOJIEraBIliel ee cMep3Iieiics muioTke. Paxe-
Has ero Hora OblIa cJierKa MPUIOTHATA KOJIEHOM BBEPX M MEJIKO, HEPBHO Jipokasia. Peidak Thxo mpo
ceOs1 BBIpyTrasicsl.

— Hagaii Tporarb. A TO... 00JIOKAT — HE BHIPBEIIIbCS.

OH npunoaHsuICs, HO, IPEk/Ie YeM BCTaTh, BBITALIWI U3-32 BOPOTHUKA Y COTHHMKOBA CMATOE
CBOE MOJIOTEHIIE U IPOKAIIMMU OT YCTAIOCTH PyKaMU TYTO [EpeBs3aJl ero HOry Bbllle KojieHa. COTHU-
KOB pa3a JiBa JepHYJICs OT OOJIM U 3aJepiKajl AbIXaHKe, MofIaBsis CTOH. Pridak, MpUBCTaB Ha KOJIEHH,
TMO/ICTaBUJI EMY CIIUHY:

— Hy, uenusiics.

— ITogoxau, S camM, MOKET. ..

Cna6o 3aBopomBIIMCh Ha cHery, COTHMKOB KOe-KaK MOAHSICS Ha OIHO KOJIEHO, C OOJIe3HEH-
HOW OCTOPO’KHOCTBIO OTCTaBJIsIsl B CTOPOHY PAaHEHYIO HOTY, MOIBITAJICS MOTHATHCS COBCEM, HO 3TO
€My He yZ1aJoCh.

— Kyna te6e! A Hy nepxuch!

PriGak moaxBarui ero nox pyky, 1 COTHUKOB HaKOHEII BCTAJ; CHUTBHO TpUMagas Ha paHEHYIo
HOTY, CIeNaJ JiBa mara. 1o odonpuio Pridaka — ecm yenoBek Ha HOrax, TO, HAaBEpHO, HE BCE MOTe-
psiHO. A TO, Kak punon3 K COTHUKOBY U y3HAII, YTO TOT paHEH, CTaJIo He HO ceOe: YTO OH MOT ClIeJIaTh
C HUM B TakoM monoxeHnn? Tereps PriOak MOHEMHOTY CTall yCIIOKaMBaThCs, MOyMaB, 4TO, MOXKET,
ele Kak-1M00 yaacTcsl BHIBEPHYThCS.

C nmomoripio Pridaka COTHUKOB HEYKIIIOXkE NepecTynuiI pa3 u apyroi. OHM MoJie3 B Hery-
CTOW 3/1eCh, HU3KOPOCJIBIA KYCTAPHUK C €0 PHIXJIBIM M IOBOJILHO TITyOOKHMM cHeroM. COTHUKOB OJTHOM
PyKo# nepxkaics 3a Pribaka, a qpyroii XBatajicsi Ha XO4y 3a CThUIbIe BETKU OJIBIIAHUKA U, CUIIBHO
MpUMajasi Ha paHeHyIo HOTY, N30 BCEX CHJI CTapaJICsl CTyNaTh ObicTpee. B rpyam y Hero Bce Xpurieno
C KaKMM-TO HEXOPOIIIMM MPUCBUCTOM, MHOTIA OH HAUYMHAJ ITTyXO ¥ MyUYHUTEJIbHO KallIsATh, U Pridak
BECh CXKUMAJICA: MX JIETKO MOIJIM ycibliath u3anu. Ho on momyain. OH yxe He clipalBall O CaMo-
YyBCTBUM — He JaBasi ceOe MepeIbliKy, HaCTOWIMBO Tanpi COTHUKOBA CKBO3b 3aPOCIIH.

3a KyCTapHMKOM I10CJIe JIOMIMHBI, OKa3aBIIEeHCsl TOBOJIBHO MPOCTOPHBIM 3aMEP3IIUM OOJIOTOM,
OIISATh HAYAJICSI KPYTOBATHIN MOABEM Ha IPUropok. OHM HaCKOCh BCKapaOKaJMCh Ha Hero, U Pridak
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CUJIBI €ro Ha ucxone. OH yke He B COCTOSIHUM ObLT nojiepxuBath COTHUKOBA,
KOTOPBII BCe rpy3HEe ocejall KHU3Y, a M caM TaK U3HEMOT, YTO OHH, HE CTOBAPUBASCh, IOUTH OHO-
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BPEMEHHO PyXHY/HU B cHer. [IoToM, cOCPeJOTOUeHHO W TPOMKO [IBIIIIA, JIOJITO JIekKaTd Ha CKJIOHE C
YIMBHUTENIBHBIM PaBHOAYIINEM KO BceMmy. [IpaBna, PeiOak moHMMal, 4To ¢ MUHYTH HA MUHYTY HX
MOT'YT HACTUYb TOJIMLIAW, OH BCE BPeMsl kKAl UX POKOBOTO OKPHUKA, HO BCE PABHO TEJO €ro ObUIO
OecCUIIbHO OJI0JIETh CKOBABIIIYIO YCTATIOCTb.

MosxeT, 4eTBepTh Yaca CITyCTs, HECKOJIbKO CIIPaBSICh C AbIXaHMEM, OH TIOBepHYJIcs Ha O0K. CoT-
HUKOB JISXaJT PAJOM U MEJIKO JIpOKasl B 03HOOE.

— Ilarponsl ocranucs?

— OpnHa o6oiima, — ryxo npoxpuries COTHUKOB.

— Ecmu uto, Oynem oTOnBaThCSI.

— He ouensb otoOberbes.

JleficTBUTENBbHO, C IBAAIIATHIO IATPOHAMU HE JIOJITO MPOASPKHUIIbCS, Tymasl Pridak, HO Apyroro
BBIXO/Ia Y HUX He ocTaBaiochk. He craBaThest ke B KOHIIE KOHIIOB B TUIEH — MPUACTCS APAThCS.

— W otkyna ux yept npuHec? — PpiOak ¢ HOBOHM CHJION Havas MepekuBaTh CryduBiieecs. — Bot
YK JeHCTBUTENBHO: Oe/la OTHa He XOAUT. . .

COTHHMKOB MOJT4a JIeKaJl, C HEMAJIbIM YCUJIMEM TOfIaBIIsis CTOHBL. Ero noreMHeBIee Ha CTyxe,
MCTep3aHHOE OOJIBIO JIUIIO C 3aMH/ICBEBIIIEH OT JAbIXaHWsI MIETHHOW BJPYT MOKa3aaoch PriOaky mouru
HE3HAKOMBIM, UYKMM, M TO BBI3BAJIO B HEM KaKHe-TO CKBEpHBIE MpeauyBCTBUs. Pribak momymad,
YTO JieJ1a HallapHUKA, MT0-BUIUMOMY, COBCEM TUIOXH.

— QOuensb Gomut?

— Bomut, — 6ypkHyn COTHUKOB.

— Tepnu, — rpyboBaro nondoapui Pridax, mogasiss B cede HEBOJIBHOE U COBEPILICHHO HEYMECT-
HOE Terepb YyBCTBO KAJOCTH. 3aTeM OH CeJl Ha CHEr M Hayajd 03a00YeHHO OCMaTpHBaTh MECT-
HOCTb, KOTOpasi TIOKa3aJ1aCh COBCEM HE3HAKOMOW: KaKOe-TO XOJIMHUCTOE T10J1e, HeIAIeKUH JIECOK HJIH
poruiia, a rae Obul OONBIION, HYKHBIA UM JIeC, OH He UM O TOM HUKAKOTO TOHSTUS. 3aKpyTHB-
IIMCh BO BpeMsI OercTBa B KyCTapHHUKE, OH BAPYT MepecTall HOHUMATh, TIe OHM HAXOAMJICh U B KAKOM
HAaIlpaBJIeHNH MOXHO BBIATH K CBOUM.

ITO 0TO3BAJIOCH B JyIlIe HOBOW TPEBOroM — He XBaTalio eme 3a0myauThesi. OH XOTen 3aroBo-
puth 00 3T0M ¢ COTHUKOBBIM, HO TOT JIEKaJl psiIoM, OYTO HE YyBCTBYS YK€ HU TPEBOTH, HU CTYKH,
KOTOpasi CTAHOBMJIACh BCE HECTEPIMMeEE HA XOJIOAHOM BeTpy B nosie. PasropsiueHHOe nipy Xons0e Tesno
OYeHb CKOPO Havyasl mpoOupars Mopo3. [Toka, OIHaKo, YCTaIoCTh MPUKOBBIBANIA UX K 3emJie, 1 Pridak
BCMAaTPUBAJICS B CyMepeUHble OKPECTHOCTH, MYUYHTESIBHO COOOpakas, Kyla MOJaThCs.

OH mbITasICS OMPENeUTh ITO, TIIETHO BOCCTAHABIMBAS B MAMSATH MX IyTaHBIN MyTh CIOAA, a
MHCTHHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHUsI HACTOMYMBO TOJIKAJ €r0 B HAIPaBJIEHWH, MPOTHBOMOJIOKXHOM KycTap-
HUKY, 32 KOTOPbIM UX HacTurIa noiuims. Kazanock, monuian onsith NOSBATCS M0 UX CJIEAy OTTY/a,
CJIeZIOBATEIBHO, HA/I0 ObLJIO YXOOUTh B MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.

Koraa 310 4yBCTBO OKOHUATENILHO OBJIAE0 UM, PpiOak BCTas M MOBECHIT Ha TJIeY0 00e BHUH-
TOBKH.

— laBaii Kak-HUOYb. . .

COTHMKOB Havaj C TPyIOM IMOJHMUMAThCS, PpIOaK M Ha 3TOT pa3 MomAepXkai ero, HO TOT, OKa-
3aBIIIMCh Ha HOTaX, BRICBOOOIWI JIOKOTb.

— Jlaii BUHTOBKY.

— Yro, nowgemsn?

— IMonpobyro.

«Yro *k, mpoOyii», — momyman Peidak, ¢ oOerdeHrieM Bo3Bpainas eMy BUHTOBKY. Onupasich Ha
Hee, Kak Ha Najky, COTHUKOB KO€-KaK CTYIHJI HECKOJIBKO I1aroB, U OHM OYeHb MEIJICHHO MOOpesH
0 CHEKHOMY TIOJTIO.

Yac crmycTsi OHM yXe JaJIeKO OTOILIA OT OONIOTa M CJIENO TAIIMIMCh MOJIOTMM TOJIEBBIM KOCO-
ropoM. Pribak 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO CKOPO HAYHET CBETATh, YTO HA MCXO/IE TIOCTIEAHUE Yachl HOUU U YTO
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OHHM Terephb OYeHb MPOCTO MOTYT He ycreTb. Eciiv yTpo HACTUTHET UX B MOJIE, TOTIa yXe HaBepHsIKa
UM HE BBIKPYTHUThCS.

[Moka ux crmacano TO, YTO CHEr TYT ObLT HETTyOOKMIA, HOTH MPOBAJMBAIKCH HE TaK YacTo, KaK
Ha 6onoTe. Bokpyr Ha CHery cepenu BhicoXIme cTedu OypbsiHa, MeCTaMH OHH Ka3aJIMCh 4yTh IYIIE,
u PoiGak o0xomut 311 Mecta, BeIOMpas, rae Obi10 nomesnbye. OH cTapasics He CITyCKaThCs B JIOIIUHY,
00sICh 3aJIe3Th TaM B CyrpoOBl, Ha MPUTOpKax ObLIO HajexkHee. Ho MX ciie CMIITKOM OTYETIMBO
0003HAYMJICS] HA CHETY — pa3, OIJISTHYBIIKCh, PhIOaK MCITyrasics: Tak MPOCTO ObUIO MX JIOTHATH JaKe
HOUBI0. OJISIBIBASICH BOKPYT, OH MOAYMAJI, YTO KaKOW Obl OMIACHOM [T HUX HU ObLIa IOpora, KoTopast
yKe e[[Ba UX He MOoryousia CerofHs, Ho, BUMMO, OISATh HAJI0 BHIOMpaThcs Ha Hee. ToNbKO Ha Jopore
MOXHO CIIPATaTh CPeIv APYTUX B CBOMX CJIe/ia, YTOObI HEe TIPUBECTH 32 COOOM IOJUIIACB B Jlarepsb.

W3 crycTUBIIMXCS HOYHBIX CyMEpeK ellBa MPOCTYNAIO0 CHEXKHOE TOJie C PEAKUMH ISITHAMU
KyCTapHHKa, OJVMHOKMMH TOJIEBHIMU JEpeBlAMU: B OJHOM MeECT€ YTO-TO HEsCHO 3adepHesio, W,
nofioi s Omke, Pridak yBuien, 4ro 31o BatyH. [Joporu Hurzae He Obu1o. Torma oH KpyTo MOBEpHYIT
BBEPX — MJ/ITH TaK CTaJlo Tpy[IHee, HO MOSBIIACH HA/IEK/1a, UYTO HABEPXY, 32 MPUTOPKOM, BCE-TaKU
NosIBUTCA Jiec. B niecy ynmanoch Obl CKPBITBCS, IIOTOMY UTO MOJUIAU BPSIL JIU Cpa3y CYHYTCS CIIEAOM
— HaBepHO, CHavaJIa MOAyMaIoT M TeM JIaIyT BOBMOXHOCTb OTOPBAThCS OT MPecieOBaTEIIeH.

Pri6ak He BriepBbIe MOMa/IaJl B TAKOE MOJIOKEHUE, HO BCKUI pa3 eMy Kak-TO YAaBaJIOCh BbIBEp-
HYThCS. B MoI0OHBIX CiTydasix BhIpydasiv ObICTPOTA M HAXOMYUBOCTh, KOT/Ia €TMHCTBEHHO MPABUIILHOE
peleHre MpuHIUMaIoch 6e3 ceKyHabl ono3aanusi. M on yxomwt. Tyt Toxe Oblia Takasi BOSMOKHOCTb,
10 HEU3BECTHOM MPUYMHE TIPEJOCTABICHHAS UM TIOJIMLIASIMH, U OH OBl OTJIMYHO BOCIIOJIb30BAJICS €10,
ecu Ob1 He CotHuKOB. Ho ¢ COTHMKOBBIM Jasieko He yienib. OHu ele He B30OpaJIUCh Ha XOJIM,
KaK HalapHUK B KOTOPBIH YK pa3 TPYAHO 3aKallUIsLI, HECKOJIKO MUHYT TeJIO €ro My4YHTEIbHO COIAPO-
rajioch, Kak Oy/ITO B HAallPacHBIX MOTYraX BHIKAILIATH YTO-TO. PHIOAK OCTAHOBUJICS, TOTOM BEPHYJICS
K TOBApHIILY, MOMpoOoBal moaaepxkars ero nog pyky. Ho COTHUKOB ¢ Tpy/IOM CTOSUT Ha HOrax, ¥ OH
OIYCTHUJI €T0 Ha TBEPIbli, BbUIM3AHHBII BETPOM CHET.

— Yro, mioxo?

— BumHo, He BBIOpaThCHl. . .

PriGak mpomosgan — eMy He XOTelIOCh 3aBOIUTh O TOM Pa3roBOp, HEUCKPEHHE OOHAIeKMBATh
WM yTellaTh, OH CaM TOJIKOM He 3HaJl, KaK BbIOpaThcsl. M 1axe B KaKylo CTOPOHY BHIOMPATHCSI.

On Henonro noctosi1 Hax COTHUKOBBIM, KOTOPBI HEMOIIIHO CKOPYMJICS Ha OOKy, MogoOpaB
paHeHyio Hory. B co3Hanuu PriOaka Hauam nepeMeImBaThCcsl pa3iniHble 1yBCTBa K HEMY: M HEBOJIb-
Has )KaJIOCTh OTTOTO, YTO CTOJIBKO JOCTAJIOCh OMHOMY (MaJto ObUTO OOJIE3HHM, TaK €I11e U TIOCTPENIUIIN ),
U B TO e BpeMsl MOSIBIJIACH HEONpeeIeHHas NOcaia-IpeadyBcTBrUe — Kak Obl 9T0T COTHUKOB He
HaBJIeK Oeqbl Ha 000uX. B 3TOM M3MEHUYMBOM M HEYJIOBUMOM MOTOKE YyBCTB BCE Yallle CTaJla Haro-
MUHaTbh O cebe, BpeMeHaMU 3ariiyliasi Bce OCTAIbHOE, TPEBOra 3a COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb. [IpaBna, oH
cTapaJicsl THaTh ee OT ce0sl U JiepKaThcsl KaK MOKHO criokoiiHee. OH MOHMMAJI, YTO CTpax 3a CBOIO
’KU3Hb — TMEPBbIN AT HA MyTH K PACTePSIHHOCTH: CTOUT TOJIBKO MOAAATHCS UCIYTY, 3aHEPBHUYATb,
Kak OeJIbl MOCHITLTIOTCS OJIHA 3a ipyroi. Toraa yxk HaBepHsiKa Kphilika. Teneps ke XOTs ¥ IPHIILIOCh
TYTo, HO He BCe ellle, BO3MOXKHO, TTOTEPSHO.

— Tak. Tsl TOOOXKIN.

OcraBuB COTHUKOBA, TJie TOT JieKasl Ha cHery, PpiOak MOTalucs 1o CKJIOHY BBEpX, YTOOBI
ocMoTpeThesi. EMy Bee ka3anock, 4To 3a XoaMoM Jiec. OHH CTOJIBKO yKe IPOIUTH B 9TOW HOYH, U €CIH
IITA TIPABUIIBHO, TO JIOJDKHBI OUYTUThCS I7Ie-TO TOOIU30CTH OT Jieca.

[110x0, 4TO COBCEM IMpOoMa MecsIl U MOOAJIb HUYEro He ObUIO BUIHO — HOYb TOHYJIA B MOPO3-
HOU TYMaHHOM MIJIe: IJTyXHe MpeayTpeHHe CyMepKr 0OBOJIAaKMBAJIM Bce BOKPYT. TeM He MeHee jieca
noOIM30CTH He ObUIO. 3a MPUTOPKOM OMSATh MPOCTUPATIOCH HEPOBHOE, C MOJIOTMMHU XOJIMaMH TIoJie,
Ha KOTOPOM YTO-TO CMYTHO CEpPeJio, HABEPHO POIIUIIA, OUYeHb YK Kyllasl pOIIHIia — TPUBKA B IOJIe, HE
6osbine. Beioay BUIHEMCH HEONPeeIeHHBIE MSITHA, TEMHbIE OpbI3rU OypbsiHa, Pa3MBITHIC, HEUSTKUE
CHTy9Thl KycTOB. HO BOT M3 CHEXHOTrO MOJMyMpaka BHIIJISTHY/Ia KOPOTEHbKas MpsiMasi uepTra — 000-
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3HAYMJIACh Ha 3eMJie U ucuesfia. Pribak ¢ HEOKUIaHHOM JIETKOCTBIO 3aTOPOMMJICS K HEel OJNMKe U He
3aMeTHI, KaK YepTOUKa 3Ta KaK-TO BAPYT MPEeBpaTHIACh HA CHETY B TEMHOBATYIO TIOJIOCKY JIOPOTH.
I[OBOJ]I)HO HakaTaHHasd, C ye3)K€HHI)IMI/I KOJIEAMMU U CliIeJaMU KOHCKUX KOIIbIT, OHA ABUJIaCbhb KaK HUKO-
raa keratu. Pridak 3aBepHYJ Ha3a I v JIETKO cOekaJl C MPUropKa K CKpioueHHOMY Ha cHery COTHUKOBY.

— Hopora tyt! Capiib!

ToT BsJIO MPUITOAHSIT KPYTJIOBATYI0, HEECTECTBEHHO MAJICHBKYIO B MUJIOTKE TOJIOBY, 3aBOPO-
IIIAJICS, BPOZIe HavyaJl BCTaBaTh.

— C pmoporu rie-HuOyIb COMIMBITHEM — He HalayT. Tonbko Obl yCreTh — He HalopOThCs HA
KaKOoro 4epTa.

C nomomibio Pribaka COTHUKOB MOJTUa TIOHSIICS, HETTOCTYIIHBIMU TAJIbIIaMU yIoOHee OXBa-
TUJI JIOKE BUHTOBKH.

Onu MeJIeHHO oOpesH K gopore. Pridak TpeBOKHO OTJIABIBAIICS B CyMEPKaxX — HE TIOKaXKYTCS
7 tjie moau. Ero HanpsiKeHHBIN B3I IPUBBIYHO OOIIApUBAI TIOJIE, C HAMOOJBIIIAM YCHUIIUEM CTpe-
MACH HpOHI/IKHYTI) Ty,[la, rac ucye3al B HOUYu I[aHLHI/Iﬁ KOHEI I[OPOFI/I. " BIIpyF COBep]_HeHHO HCOXU-
JaHHO J1sI ceOs1 OH 3aMETUJT, YTO HeOO HaJl IoJIeM Kak Oy/ITO MPOSICHUIIOCh, C/IENIAIOCh CBETIIO-CUHIM,
3BE3/Ibl IPUTYIIUIM CBOW OJIECK, TOJIBKO CaMble KPYITHBIE ellle SPKO Topesid Ha HeOOCKJIOHE. DTOT
SIBHBIA MPU3HAK paccBeTa B3BOJIHOBAJ €ro OOJIbIlle, YeM eclii Obl OH YBHEN Jiofiel. YTo-To B HeM
nepeIepHYIOCh, TIOIATIOCh BIIEpe]], TOJBKO ObI IPOYb OT TOTO TOJIOTr0, MPeIaTeIbCKU CBETIICIONIErO
nossi. Ho Horm ObUTM HAJTUTHI HEOIOJMMOM YCTAJIOCTHIO, K TOMY e €331 e/1Ba KOBbUIsT COTHUKOB.
Xouelllb WK HeT, TPUXOAUIIOCh MEIJIEHHO TaIlIUThCS MOJBEPHYBIIIENCS TOPOroM — IPYroro BbIXoAa
He OBLIO.

[oHsiB 3T0, OH MUY B ceOe HeTeprieHue, TBepke cxkan 3yobl. OH HU CJIOBa He cKazall
COTHUKOBY — TOT M TaK e/iBa OpeJ1, BUIHO PACXOys MOCIIeTHIE CBOM CHJIBI, U 'y PpiOaka uTo-To ciBU-
HYJIOCh BHYTPH — OH YK€ 3HaJI: ynauu He OyaeT. Houb KOHYAIach U TeM CHUMAaJa C HUX CBOIO OTIEKY,
JeHb oOeria Majio xoporiero. M Peibak ¢ MOHUKINEH YO CMOTpeT, Kak MeJJIEHHO M HEYKJIOHHO
3aHMMAJIOCh 3UMHEE YTPO: CBETJIeNI0 HeOO, N3-TI0/l HOYHBIX CyMepeK sICHee POCTYIA CHEXHBIN TPO-
CTOp, Iopora BIiepe/iv TIOCTENIeHHO JJTMHHE A M CTAHOBUJIACH BUTHOM JIAJIEKO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

[TpounTaiite 3Ty KHUI'Y LIEJIMKOM, KYIIMB IIOJIHYIO JIETaJIbHYI0 Bepcuio Ha Jlutpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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