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IJIABA 1

BEPA

SIpKas BCIIBIIIKA, YTO KX IbIi pa3 nmpeBeraia Bocxon Prukiaga, MOIHON BOJTHOM IPOHECACh
1o Bcel Oeckpaiineit pauune Apro-Popra. Ho Ha ceil pa3 yTpo He IPUHECIO HUYEero XOpOIero.

Jlepoi1 B3aporHy/a, 1 TOTYaC k€ Ha HEE HaBAIWJIACh BCA TSKECTh Ipousomeiero. OTKphl-
BaTh I71a32 HE XOTEJIOCh: YK CJIMIIKOM XOPOLIO OHa MOHMMAJIA, I/1e HAXOJUTCS W YTO YBUJIUT, €/1Ba
MIOBEPHET rosioBy. Buepa oHa notepsia Jyquiero apyra, a BepHee, OJHOrO U3 BCEro-To ABYX ApYy3ei,
KOTOpBIe y Hee OblH. M ceifuac 6e3apIXxaHHOe TeJIo DIUIajibl JIeKaIo Ha HEOOJBIIONW KPOBATH MPSIMO
3a ee CIIMHOM, B KabuHeTe BepxoBHoro rusbaa. [leBouka 3acHya MpsiMo 3/1eCh, CHJSl HA XOJOAHOM
nony. OHa CIJIOTHY/JIa KOMOK B TOpJie M THXO B3JOXHYJA, HANPSUKEHHO MPUCTYIIMBAsCh. XOTb Obl
HEOOJIBIIION IOPOX, XOTh OBl YCIIBIIAT c1aboe AbixaHue 3a crimHor. Ho Bee TeTHo. Bmecto storo
10 ylIed JeBOYKHU JOHECCS LIyM Jlarepsi paHeHbIX, YTO PacIoNoKUIICA HEMOJAJIEKy OT 3/1aHUs BOJIKA.

Bcero cytku Hazajn orrpemeno cpaxkenue Ha Pukiane, u st 6e30MacHOCTH ObLIO MPUHSTO
peleHre NepeBO3UTh BCEX PaHEHBIX Mojasblie ot nous 6os. He 3nana eme Mmnepus, 4yto HacTo-
Amas 6eaa ygapuia no HUM co criuHbl. He BeHepa u ee BouHsl, He cam koposbs Tupo younu Bep-
XOBHOTO T'MJIb/Ia, XPAaHUTENs] BCEX TPaJWLIMiA M 3HAHWN OSCCMEpPTHBIX, a CaMO3BaHel|, 3aHSBIIMN
npecron Puknaga. I'paiisH. Ot BocmoMuHaHuii 00 3TOM Mckpe y Jlepoii 3agpoxanu ryObl, 1 OHa
HAaKOHEL-TO OTKpbUIa IM1a3a. Heb6o Hag Apro-PoproM cerogHs oOerano NpeKpacHblil COTHEUHBIN
JIeHb, TaK HE COUETAIOIIMIICA C TATOTUBLIEH ee cepale yTpaToil. IHTepecHo, Bce yxe 3HaT? A eciu
3HAIOT, TO KaK OHU OTpPearnpoBajy Ha 3107 beccMepTHBIE HUMKOIAA HE BOCIIPUHUMAIN DJUlady BCe-
pbe3, MOXHO Jake CKa3aTb, YTO OHM OTHOCWJIMCH K HIECTHAALATHIIETHEH JIeByIIKe C MpeHeOpeske-
HHEM, BeJjb OHa He OblIa HACTOSIIEH OecCMepTHOM.

Jlesio B TOM, YTO OHa KOra-To OblIa 3BE3/I0M — CTPaHHBIM M CTPAILIHbIM CO3JaHUEM, KOTO-
POMY He XBaTWUJIO BHYTPEHHHX CHJI OOPECTH CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO JyIy M KOTOPOE B OTMECTKY 3aITy-
THIBaJIO M IyOmto aynm npyrux. Ho Dnnana xorena xuth. Kuth no-HactosiimeMy, a moToMmy OTHsIa
YacThb IYIIN Yy OFIHOM U3 CUJIBHEHIINX OECCMEPTHBIX CBOETro BpeMeHH. TpyaHO NpeacTaBuTh, HO 1ake
nocyie nepexuroro yxaca CeHpuHa, Ta 6eccMepTHasi, He yOusa JeBOUKY, a BHIPACTHIIA KaK CECTpy
U Jaxe Jana eit ceoe ums. U Beap Ta cymena JoKas3arh, 4TO JIOCTOWHA 3TOTrO: BCIO XU3Hb BOEBaJIa
paau mnepuu, 3amuiaia ee, €JMHCTBEHHAs OTIpaBHiIach Ha Norcku Jlepoid, Oblia n3dbpaHa Bep-
XOBHBIM TWIIBIOM. U Takasi rymasi cMepTh — He cymerna caepxkarh cebst 1 Opocriia Be3oB [ paiisiny,
3a YTO U MOIUIATUIAC.

Jlepoii o6epHysach K aeByike. HUKTO He 00K ee MpU KU3HU, HO Bee ke yOuicTBO BepxoB-
HOT'O TWJIbJ]a — 3TO HACTOSALIMI yaap A Bcell iMnepun; 310 yke He HaMeK, a MpsMOoe 3asiBJICHUe
0 ToM, uTo ['paiisH He nomaaut HuKkoro. Hamexk 11 Hee, 111 Jlepoil. [leBouka cHOBa MOUyBCTBOBaJIA,
KaK pasropaercsi BHyTpH rHeB Ha Bcex U Besl. Ha I'paiisiHa, KOTOPBIH Tak IPOCTO YHUUTOXKUJI JOPOTOro
el JyesloBeKa; Ha OECCMEPTHBIX, KOTOPBIE JOIMYCTHIIM, YTOOBI MPOCTOM MCKpa 3aXBaTWUJI UX CTpaHy,
U CUJIENIN CIIOXKA PYKU; HAa AJUIEKPUC, U3-3a KOTOPOM BCe U Ha4ajaoch. XOTENOCh KpU4aTh Ha HUX,
yIapHuTh KaK MOXHO CHJIbHEE, CHeJaTh TaKk OOJIbHO, KaK ObLJIO OONBHO Dlazie, KOraa ee MPOTKHYIN
HACKBO3b OTPABJICHHON BEHEPUAHCKOH CTaJIblO, HO OT OTYasiHUsI OHA HE MOIJIa M3JaTh HU 3BYKa. Benb,
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BO BCEM CJIy4MBIIEMCS BUHOBaTa cama Jlepoi. 1o Begp oHa — Co3jareiib, HeCyMn
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 32 MHp, 3TO OHa JOJKHA ObUIa CIIEIUTh 32 BCeM, OHa He yoeperia apyra. Bee us-
3a Hee! U Benb eciiM yMpeT OHa cama, TO CJIeIOM TOTMOHYT U BCe Te, KTO ellle ocTacs kuB. Kak Ob1
HM OblJT1a cefiuac 371a Ha Bechb MUp Jlepoil, oHa He Moruia NoTepATh AJUIEKPUC, WK Masibia ButepHa,
wii ['aMMy. D10 ObUT XKECTOKMI YPOK IJ1s1 JEBOUKHU: OHA JIOJKHA, HAKOHELL, [IepecTaTh BAJIATH IypaKa
Y pa3BJIEKaThCs, a HAYaTh AENaTh TO, IS Yero Diuiaaa u BepHya ee B imnepuio. OHa JOIKHA HAaUTH
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CBOM OTOHb W HavaTh OOpPOThcs. BOpOThes 3a Bcex Tex, 3a KOoro 6oposack iaja, TOILKO YTOOBI
KOPOTKasl )KU3Hb JIpyra U ee kepTBa He nponasum 3ps. U rorga. .. O, Torga ['paiisiH 3ariatut ei 3a Bee.
JleBouka qaske ciierka yJaplOHyIach, HO yiIbIOKa 3Ta BhIUIa Oe3ymMHOM. Vies o ciaakoit mecty npu-
JaBaJIM €l PelIMMOCTH.

C stumu mbicsivu Jlepoit Hatta B cebe critbl MOAHSTHCS ¢ osa. Ho ¢ gero xe Hayath? YToOb!
HE OTBJIEKAThCsl Ha IPYCTHBIC MBIC/IH, IEBOYKA BHIILIA U3 3/I0MOJYYHOW KOMHATHI, BHyTPEHHE U3BU-
Hsasich niepen apyrom. Kak Oynro ta He xotena, ytoOsl Jlepoit Opocana ee onHy. OfgHaKko Bce 31O,
KOHEYHO, OBUIO IJTIOCTHIO: IEBOYKA HE YyBCTBOBAJA MPUCYTCTBUSI HUKAKOTO CO3HAHUS B KaOWHETe
BepxoBHOro rusbaa, KpoMe CBOETro, a 3HAYMT, DJiaja aOCOMIOTHO TOYHO OblTa MEepTBa. YCUIHMEM
Boim Jlepoit 3anepna rae-To ryOoKo BHYTpU BClo 00ib U 3710cTh. OHa oHa He cripaButcs. HyxHa
TIOMOIIIb, HY)KHBI HaJIe’KHbIE COI03HMKH, KOTOPbIE ObI IOMOTJIN IeBOUKe coBnaaarth ¢ I'paitssnom. Kro-
TO CHJIbHBIN, KTO OBl HAITPAaBWII €€, CKa3all, UTO ei JesaTh.

[epBast Mblcib Ka3anach OYEBMAHOW: HYy KOHEYHO, CTOWJIO TO3BaTh Ha TMOMoOlb [ammy
Y OCTJIbHBIX. beccMepTHBIE ¢ MX apMUsIMU — 3TO MIOUCTUHE Henobeaumasi cuiia. Ho nymry yke maBHO
I'PbI3 YEPBSIYOK COMHEHMSI: HUKTO HE MPHIIIeN Ha IOMOIb PUKiaay B Toil OMTBE, U coJaTaM 3Be3/bl
MPUIIUIOCH CAMUM OTOMBAThCS OT BCEeW MOIIM KoJIoHW Benepwl. He Obu10 OeccMepTHBIX Ha ApTO-
dopre u ceituac, HUKTO He yreman Jlepoi u jaaxe He MPUILEN MPOBEPUTh, BCE JIU C HEW B MOPSIJIKE.
Tak B ueM xke geno? ['ne Ta mpepaHHOCTh M JI0OOBb K Co3lareno, 0 KOTOPOM el TBepIWu BCe,
KOrJa OHa ToJbKo npuobLia cioga? Ceityac 3aech OblM JuIIb ButepH, kotoporo Jlepoii HUKoraa Obl
HE TOIpOCKyIa BOEBaTh, Beb MAIbUMINIKE ObLIIO BCEro TpW roja, j1a AHHa Mapwus, KoTopast Oblia
3aHsATa PaHEHBIMU U Yorce caenana st Mimnepun Gosbiiie, yeM KTo Obl TO HU ObUIO, 1a Kuap, koto-
phIid... A Beab TouHO: Kuap, Kakum Obl BRICOKOMEPHBIM OH HH ObL, Bcerzia ObLT 3[1eCh, BCETa TIOMO-
raj IeBOYKE U COBEPILIEHHO TOYHO MMeEJI CBOI0 apMHIO Ha XOJIOMHOM U cymepedHoM CTHKce.

Jlepoii 6erom ornpaBuiach Ha oucku Kuapa, B yimax oTgaBagoch rpoOMbIXaHHE COOCTBEHHBIX
caror, yIapsiBIIMXCS O IIaAKUHA KeIThIi MpaMop TUUT. [ToMOIIb KOro-To B3pOCIoro, OMbITHOTO Obljia
Tak HyxkHa eil. [Tocie cMepT Diiaapl OHA JIMIIWIACH €MHCTBEHHOW OMOpPBI U OPUEHTHPA B UyXK-
JOM el Mupe OecCMEpTHBIX, U Terepb JIeBOUYKa YyBCTBOBaJa ceOsi aOCOIIOTHO OECIIOMOIIIHON 1 Oe3-
3aIUTHOM. AX, ecii Obl OHA C CaMOT0 HavaJsa Jefiajia Bce Kak Hago, Moj] PyKOBOJICTBOM HACTaBHUIIbI,
C MOAJEePKKOM pyra, To ['paiisiH yxe naBHO ObuUT Obl IOBepkeH. A Ternepb oHa oHa. CoBceM ofiHa.
Ecnu ObI TOJIBKO MCKPBI 3HAJIH, YTO BCE 3TH O€/Ibl CITyYUIIHCH 110 BUHE JIepoii, To OHM Obl, HAaBEpHOE. . .

Ho tyT Ha BXOzIe B 34aHKe NoKa3aiach BhICOKast (hurypa B crajbHbIX jgocnexax. Kuap! Jlepoi
6eroM Opocuiach K HEMy U He 3aMeTHJIa, KAKUM HaIlpsisKEeHHBIM CAENAIICS B3IJIs OECCMEPTHOTO MpU
BU/IE KOPOJICBHL.

— Muneau, — OCTOpPOKHO Havas OH, CJeAs 33 KaKAbIM ee ABUKEHHUEM, — YTO-HUOYIb CITy4H-
Joch?

Borpoc Beepr Jlepoii B crynop. OHa, penms, 4To TOT U3AEBAETCs, HABEPHOE, Obl pacrijiaka-
J1ach, eci Obl OecCMepTHBIE B MPHUHIIKIIE MOIIM TU1akaTh. Ho BMecTo 3T0ro oHa B3siia ce0si B pyKH
1 TIIyOOKO B3/I0OXHYJIA.

— Ja. Bce o4eHb 110X0, — 4YeCTHO NMpU3HAJIAch OHA. — I'paiisiH yke MoKa3aj, YTo TOTOB Tenepb
OTKpPHITO yOnBaTh OeccMepTHBIX. JII000ro, KTo BCTaHET Ha €ro MyTu. Bolock, 4To Terepb OH HaYHET
JENCTBOBATh M T€ U3 BaC, KTO MOJJIEP)KUBAET MEHS, B OMIACHOCTH, — KaK MOKHO 00Jiee YEeTKO Mporo-
BOpHJIA OHA, CTApasiCh MOKA3aTh CBOM Cephe3HbIe HaMepeHHs. — SI CTOIbKO BpeMeHH 3psi oTepsiia.
Hapo neiictBoBaTh, M Kak MOKHO ObicTpee. S1... MHe HykHa nomorib, Kuap. — TyT rosoc ee npena-
TEJIbCKU 3apoxkai. — U s mpocTo He 3Halo, UTo JeNaTh, 32 UTO B3SIThCS B IEPBYIO O4Yepeb. Thl HykeH
MHe, TBOH OITBIT, ¥ CHJIBI, U apMusi. Bce ocTasbHble cOexain Kyaa-To, OTBEPHYJIMCh OT MEHSI.

MyX4rMHa BHMMATEJIBHO BBICIYIIAN 3Ty COMBUMBYIO peYb, COXpPaHsisi BCE BpPeMs XOJOTHOE
u Oe3yvacTHoe BbhIpaxeHue juia. [IoTom oH 1oro Momrvas.

— IIpomry Te6s1, — ymorsiore npoirentana Jlepoit. — Xots Obl CKaku MHE, C Yero HavaTb.



A. KameneBa. «ApTo — gopora K 3Be3/1am»

Kuap B310XHYI1, B3JOXHYJ TaK, Kak OyATO AeBOYKa ObUTa KAKMM-HHUOY/Ib Ha PEAKOCTh HA0€/I-
JIMBBIM HACEKOMBIM.

— CkazaTb-TO 51 BaM CKaxky, — Hadasl oH. — Hajo HailTi OroHs. 910 BBl YK€ CJIbIILIAIIA MHOTO
pa3. — OH [1eTOBUTO TIOMPaBUJI JJIMHHBIA CHHE-3€JIeHbIN IJIalll, TOIBKO YTOOBl He cMOTpeTh Jlepoit
B I71a3a. — Kpome Toro, xouy cCOOOIIUTE, YTO COIO3HUKHM HEe OPOCHIIN BaC: OHU BCe ObUIM PAa30UTHI, ITOKA
apmusi BeHepbl mpopsiBasiach K cronuile. BeHepuaHckue YepHble TPaKOHBI — 3TO CHJIA, C KOTOPOU
MIPUXOUTCS CUUTATHCS, — KaK Obl MEK/1y MTPOYUM 3aMeTHJI OH. — UTo ke KacaeTcsi moMoInu. .. Mos
rocrioxa. I 6eCKOHEYHO TpeaaH BaM, 3TO Tak. M st HU B KOeM cilyyae He OTPeKaloCh OT JJaHHBIX BaM
KJIATB, PABHO KaK U Bce ocTajbHble. Ho, KaK M OHH, 51 BBIHYXKJEH CKa3aTh «HET».

Jlepoii ocronbeHena, He Bepsi CBOMM YIIIaM.

— Bugure 51, BBI ¢ caMOro Havyas1a Jaji MOHSTh, YTO LIEHUTE IpyxkOy AJUIEKpUC OOJbIIIe HAILICH.
A mocnenHsisi U3 HAC, KTO OTKPBHITO TIOMOTaJl BaM, 3aKOHYMJIA KM3Hb OYEHb MYYUTEIbHO; OJHAKO
CIIPOCUTH MBI €e 00 TOM yKe He CMOXkeM, IIOTOMY UTO OHa JISKHUT ceituac HaBepxy. — OH yKazai
B3IVISIIOM Ha KabuHeT BepXOBHOTO ruJibjia. — Bel IpUIILIM B 9TOT MUP, YTOOBI TOMOYb BCeM HaM. Oue-
8UOHO, UTO CAMHU MBI 3Ty TIPOOJIEMY PEIIUTh He CMOXEM, a CJIeI0BaTeIbHO, BaM KaK pa3, Ha000poT,
coByaath ¢ ['paiisTHOM M ero TeHsIMU BIOJIHE TOJ CUJTY. $1 TOTOB MpPEAJIOKUTh BaM CBOIO BEPHOCTD
U cyx0y... TIOC/ie TOro Kak MoyuMy, 4TO MOl KU3HH U KU3HU MOEro Hapoja HUYTO HE YrpoXkKaeT.
Cnacu6o 3a monnmanue. — M oH yganucs, JMIb MpoinesiecTes Haj yxoM Jlepoil ero AMHHbINA Koka-
HBI TUTAI.

JleBoUKa Tak 1 0CTajach CTOSTh KaK BKOIIAHHAS, TIPOJIOJIKAsI CMOTPETh Ha TO MECTO, T1I€ TOJIbKO
yro Ob1 Kuap. YnomuHanue o ee BMHE B CMEPTHU Jpyra CHOBA 3aCTaBWIO cepiie OOJe3HEHHO
ckarbesl. 3a4eM oH Tak? OJHAaKo B ocTasibHOM Jlepoil HUKaK He OTpearvpoBaja Ha 3TO MpeaTesb-
CTBO, U JJa’ke cama yAMBUJIACh TOMY, HACKOJIBKO el ObLJIO Bce paBHO. JJOKHO ObITh, ee ayIa Oblia
yXke Tak MCTOILEHA, YTO JeBOYKA He YyBCTBOBaJA, Kaxercsi, Huuero BooOuie. Eil mpocTto Ob10 Bee
PaBHO: pa3yM cam cOOO¥ HACTPOWJICS Ha 1eJTb, @ OCTATBHOE ObLIIO HEBAKHO.

— TlogoHOK, — OTYETIMBO MPOU3HECHA EBOYKA B MYCTOTY, TOJBKO YTOOBI HEMHOTO OTBECTH
ALY U MO3JI0paACTBOBaTh. X0Ts1 Krapa MoxHO ObL10 OHATh. HUKOMY He x0oueTcst yMupaTh 3a Apy-
Toro.

Ona eme pa3 riyOoko B3oxHysna. MbIciy ObUTM SICHBIMHM Y TOYHBIMH, HO TEKJIM MEIEHHO.
XOTeNnoch ynacth Ha KpoBaTh U JIeKaTh TaK CyTKU HAIPOJIeT.

Jlepoii BCTpsiXHYJIa TOJIOBOH, TIBITAsICh paciiieBeuTh ceOs. [lymaTh, paboTath, Aenath! Bombiie
HHUKAKOro OT/IbIXa — OHA U TaK yXe MOTPaTH/Ia JparolieHHble HECKOIBKO HeJleIb HeM3BECTHO Ha UTo.
Ceituac raBHOe — N30aBUTHCS OT ['paiisiHa, — BHYTpH BHOBb MOTEIUIENO OT MPEABKYIIEHUS MECTH, —
a 9TOOBI N30aBUTHCS OT HETO, HYKHO YOpaTh TeHeil. Ho kak ato cnenars? Eit HyKHBI ObLTH COI03HHUKH,
HY)XeH ObUT KTO-TO, KTO ClIeJlaeT BCe TaK, KaKk oHa ckaxeT. [JoOpoBosblibl. VICKpBI, 1aBIINe KISATBY
CIY’KUTb el 1 3amuiath ee. OHU, BO3MOXHO, TIOMOTYT.

Ho kak ¢ Humu cBszatbest? [TMcbMO COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO MepeXBaTAT. MBICIH B TOIOBE MPUIILTH
B JIBUKEHHUE, BCE BHYTPH HAMPAIJIOCh, YCTPEMUBIIUCH K JTOCTMKEHUIO OIHON-€IMHCTBEHHON LEJH.
Djuiaaa BpoJie KaKk-To OTIIpaBIisijia TallHbIE MMChMa, HO KaK U C MOMOIIBIO Yero OHa jiejana 1o, Jlepoi
B CBOE BpeMs He cripocuiia. KoneuHo, oHa Bee ernie Moria fqorHath Kuapa u y3nats y Hero. K yepry
TOpP/IOCTh — TETIEPhb €l yKe He IO TOro. DTo OblIa HETUI0Xasi MBICITh, HO BCE e Ha/I0 ObUIO HAWTH UTO-
To nonpotue. [Tonanexnee.

BuezanHo Jlepoii BCOMHUIICS TIapeHEK ¢ OTPYOJIeHHOW HOTroM, KOTOPOro OHa BHJENA eIlle
B nasiate Jiekapeil Ha Pukiazne. Tyt e B COBHAHMU JIEBOYKH BCIUIBLIM yXKACHbIE MTHOBEHUSI: 3BYKH
B3PBIBOB CHApPYXU M TOIIHOTBOPHBIM, TSDKEJBIM 3arax BMecTe ¢ OeralomiuMu Tya-Cloga CecTpamu
BHYTpHM 11aTpa. AHHa Mapwsi roBOpurIIa, YTO MaJIBUMIIKA — OOUH U3 JOOPOBOJIbIEB Bpoae Obl. CTao
ObITh, OH ceivac J0KeH ObITh Ha ApTo-PopTte, B jarepe Ajs paHeHbIX. [leBouka cHOBa modesxana,
HO HE Ha YJIHILy, a K cebe B KOMHATy, 4ToObl B3sTh Tuiaml. Ceiiyac OHa HUKOMY He MOTJIa JOBEPSTh,
aaxe T0OPOBOJIbIAM, a TOTOMY HaJI0 OBbLJIO MPOSIBIISITH OCTOPOKHOCTb.
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B Banno#i Jlepoii Hamma my3sipek, YOUpaIOIIUil CBeueHHe, W miepo oOnmwia ceds ¢ HOr
10 TOMOBBL. JKUIKOCTh co3/aBajia JIETKU HaJIeT, KOTOPBIA ¥ MpaB/a Jejaj CUsTHHUE ee TeJla U BOJIOC
MeHee 3aMeTHbIM. OJIHAKO IJ1a3a MPOJOJIKAIM SIPKO CBETUTHCS. «B I1a3a He JIUTh: s MpoOoBaIa», —
IJ1acujIa HaJIMCh, CAENAHHASI OBICTPBIM KOPSIBBIM MOYEPKOM HACTABHUIIBL. TO HOBOE HATIOMUHAHUE
3acTaBuJIo Jlepoii MOMOPIIUTECS U OBICTPO YOpaTh My3bIpek ¢ ria3 gosou. JJoctarouno! Hago 3a0bITh
Ha BpeMsi 00 3TOM M cliesiaTh TO, YTO Ha/I0 ObLIO CAeNAaTh IaBHO.

HakunyB Ha ceOs1 A7TMHHBIN 1U1a11, Jlepoii BeiOekana 3 KOMHATHI M HOC K HOCY CTOJIKHYJIACh
¢ AJJIeKpUC, KOTOpasi B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH 3aMepJia Y IBEpH.

— O#fi, a 5 Kak pas... — HeMPUBBIYHO POOKO Havyasia OHa, TPEBOKHO OIJISIABIBASI C HOT JIO TOJIOBBI
Jlepoii. — Tel kak, AepKuIIbC?

— Ilo kpaiiHeii Mepe, 51 )KUBA, a 3HAUUT, YYBCTBYIO ceOsl JTyUllle MHOTHX, — IPSMO OTO3BAJIaCh
Ta, XOJIOJHO IJIS/Isl HA IEBOYKY, HO TIOTOM CMsIrumiiack. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Yy Hee Tenepb He OCTaJIOCh
HHUKOTO, KpoMe AJUIEKpUC. A Ta XOTh U OblJIa MPECTYITHUKOM B MPOIIIOM, HO BUepa Cracja COTHH
netelt Pukiaga oT HEeMHHYEMOM CMepTH, a TIOTOM ellle U NporHajia apMuio Benepsl, ociaB cBoero
oTHa Kyga nopansiie. — Crnacubo tebe. AJekc, s BUepa Tak U He ckazana... S1... Eciu Obl He Thl,
BYepa Obl yMepiH elnie Thicsiur. [IpocTu, uTo BRIHYaMIA TeOs e1aTh MO0 padoTy.

Annekpuc cmyTuIach, Ho Jlepoll 3ameTriia Koe-uTo ellle B ee TonyOblX, KaK JiBa Tomnasa, IJa-
3ax. W neno ObU10 Jaxe He B TOM, 4To Ormaromaps cuiie Co3aaTensi OHa XOPOIIO YyBCTBOBAJIA UyKOe
co3HaHue 1 HacTpoeHue. [TpocTo 3a rojibl 3HAKOMCTBA OHA M3Y4MJIa MOIPYTY JOCKOHAJIBHO, U ceiuac
AJNIeKpHC SIBHO UTO-TO CKpbIBajia. YTO-TO IPBI3NIO €€ U3HYTPH, 3aCTaBIIsisl CHOBA U CHOBA OTBOAUTD
B3IV

— Yt0-TO HEe Tak? — MONO3PUTENILHO Havyasa Jlepoii, Ho eBoUKa OBICTPO MoKavasia rojIoBOM.

— Her, npocro... [IpocTo MHE oueHsb kajb TeOsi, BOT U BCe. — AJUIEKPHC IPYCTHO YJIBIOHYIAC.

Ecnu 6v1 Jlepoii y3HauIa paBy O TOM, 4TO DJUiaja BCe ellle )KHUBa, TO HaBepHsIKa Obl Opocuiia
BCE U MPUHSLJIACh UCKATh MPOTHBOSIME. A UMEHHO 3TOro 1 Oosiyicst Kuap, mon crpaxoM cMepTy 3arpe-
TUBIIHIA AJUIEKPUC TOBOPUTH UTO-IMO0 00 3TOM. BeccMepTHBIN Hafesicsl TAKAM XKECTOKUM 00pa3oM
MOTHBUpPOBaTh Jlepoi, u 3To, Kak Obl y)KacHO HM 3Bydasio, pabotasio. OHa yXe TOYHO 3HaJsla, YTo
X04eT OTOMCTUTH ['paiisiHy, n OGpocuiia Bce CBOM CUJIBI Ha JOCTHKeHHe 3Tol nenu. A ecnu Jlepoit
XOTeJia 4Yero-To, TO OHa MoTyvasia 3TO JIIOOBIMU METOJAMHU.

Ho naxe eciu Obl AJUIEKPUC LIEHOW KW3HU pelliia YCIIOKOUTh TOAPYTY, TO, CKOpee BCEero,
mvmia Ol DJutaay moclienHero manca. KTo 3HaeT, Ha Kakue ele KepTBel roToB moutu Kuap!
JleBouKa yxe TOUHO permia ajsi ceds, 4TO cama HaiIeT MPOTUBOSIIUE, TOJIbKO YTOObI HE BUIETh,
Kak crpagaer ee Apyr. Kpome toro, eif mo-ceoeMy ObUIO kasib U DIaay, TaK YN0 MOTEPSBIIYIO
CBOIO €JMHCTBEHHYIO KOPOTKYIO KU3Hb.

Jlepoii erie HECKOJIBKO CEKYH 1 UCTIBITYIOIIE CMOTpesia Ha AJIIEKPUC, HO TIOTOM pacciabiIeHHO
KHMBHYJIA:

— He mens Hano xanetb, AJieKc, — M yIIUIa [0 HAITPABJICHUIO K BBIXOY.

EnBa cripbirHyB Ha jK€CTKYIO CHHE-3€JIeHYIO TPaBy, IeBOUKa OBICTPO HAKMHYJIa Ha FOJIOBY KaIlio-
IIIOH: HUKTO HE JIOJKEH BUJIETh €€ SIHTAPHBIX, CBETAIIMXCS, KaK 3aKaTHOE COJHIIE, I71a3. JIesio B ToM —
1 Jlepoii 3T0 yke XOpOIIo BhyYMIIa, — YTO JIDOOH HE3HAKOMEIT Y3HABAJ €€ TYT e, KaK TOJIbKO BUIE
9TU 171432, CJIOBHO OBl €r0 YYMJIM 3TOMY C JIeTCTBa. Takoe BOCXHMINEHHE Ka3aloCh €l HEBEPOSTHO
CTpPaHHBIM, CJIOBHO OKPYXKAIOIIIMe He 3aMeualii, Kak HeJIeTo BHIIIIsIeso camo i Co3puaresns, moxo-
JMBIIIETO HA JEPEBEHCKYIO JOSPKY. B3epHyThIli HOC-KapTOIKa, YChITAHHBIN, KaK ¥ ITyXJIble IIEeKH,
CBETJILIMU BECHYIIIKaMH, U ImepOaras yapiOka, KoTopasi, Kak Ka3zajaoch camoit Jlepod, u Gpocasiach
B IUIa3a MEPBBIM JeIoM. BripodeM, oHa y:ke ycriena MoHsTh, YTO JIMIIEMepHe OTHIOAb He ObLIO YY:KI0
OeccMepTHBIM, a 3HAYMT, HACUET CBOETO BHEIITHETO BUA IEBOYKA MEpeKUBaIa HE BITYCTYIO.

Oma Haluia napeHbKa MpakTHUECKH cpasy ke: TOT, HOHYPUBIIUCh, CUAET Ha OJHOM U3 pa3opo-
CaHHBIX IO CTENY BAJYHOB M OMMPAJICS] HA KPUBOM KOCTBUIb, TIPEICTABIISBIINN COOON HAMJEHHYIO
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B JleCcy JJIMHHYIO NajKy. ITamatounslii garepb, HalOJIHEHHbI CTOHAMH PAHEHBIX U PAAOCTHBIMU BO3-
I71aCaMu TeX, KTO OCTAJICS B JKUBBIX, Ka3aJIOCh, HE CYILIECTBOBAJ JIJIsl TAPEHBKA.

Jlepoii oTkanisIack, npuBjekasi BHUMaHKe 100pOBOJIbLIA.

— B, noMHuIb MeHs? Mbl ¢ nmoapyroi Obutn Toraa B marpe. — OHa penmia cpasy nepeiTu
K Jeny. — Thl U3 Myaero orpsaa J06poBobleB, 1a? Kak Tedst 30ByT?

— Yxonu, — MpauHO OpocuI1 el mapeHb, He 000paurBasich. — 5 He 3aMHTEPECOBaH B 3HAKOMCTBAX
C MUIIAIIMHU TI0 TOOPOBOJIbIAM AEBYOHKAMHU, SICHO?

Jlepoii axxe HEMHOrO omemmia OT TaKOM Pe3KOi HEeNpUS3HHU, HO cliepikaiach. bbljio BUIHO,
HACKOJIbKO OOJTbHO eMy ceityac. O0e300IMBAIOIIETro He XBaTallo Ha BCEX, M €r0 TeNephb aBaJi TOJIbKO
TSDKEJIOPAHEHBIM, TaK YTO TIAPHIO MPUIIIOCHh BCIO HOYb MTPOBECTH, My4YasiCh OT OOJIU B OTPYOJIeHHOM
HOTE.

— Cnymaii, eciid Thl BBICTYIIIAEIIb MEHsI, 1 CMOTY JOCTaTh JIEKAPCTBa, — BKPATUYMBO HavaJia
OHa, TMIOHMMasl, KaKk HU3KO cervac nocrynaet. Ho Jlepoil Bcerga roBopuiia, 4rto 1iefb OMpaBAbIBAEeT
CpencTBa, a ceivac ee 1iejlb ObUla HAMHOTO BaKHEE CYJbObl KAKOTO-TO MAIBUUIIKUA. — MHE TOJIBKO
HYXHO, YTOOBI THI. ..

ManburK HaKOHEII-TO OOepHYJICS K HEld, U IeBOYKA C JIETKUM YIUBJICHUEM 3aMETHJIa, YTO 3aro-
peJsioe JIMIIO ero ObUIO 3arylakaHHBIM: Ha TPSI3HBIX IIEKaX BUAHETHCh JOPOXKKH OT CJie3, & PECHUIIbI
elle OCTaBAUCh MOKPBIMU.

— 41 He sicHO BbIpasmiics? — rpy0o 0OOpBal OH ee, MOpIIach OT HOBOTO MPUCTYIA CyIOPOr. —
[TpoBanuBaii, mekacras, a TO TOro U IS BTOPYIO HOTY MHE CoXpelb! — Bus, Kak CHIbHO OH
3anen Jlepol, MaJTbUMIIKA MPOAOIKUIT HanupaTh: — 5 He moOpoBorell, sicHo Tebe? Py-y-y, Thl ele
u mepOaras! — OH Ope3rMBO CKpUBWICS. — Jla y TeOs B 3TOM JbIpKe IEIIBIH Jlareph MOMECTUTCS.

Jlepoii 0OMXeHHO BCIIBIXHYJIA: PABHOAYIITHBIA KO BCEMY HACTPOM MIHOBEHHO yietyuwics. Eif
1 Tak ObUIO oueHb 1ioxo. Hu Driana, Hu Ayiekpuc, Hu ['amMmma HUKoOria He TIO3BOJISUIN ceOe aaxe
B CCOpE TaK CHJIBHO OCKOPOJIATD IEBOUKY 32 €€ BHEITHOCTb.

— Ho Anna Mapwus roBopuia, 4to Thl JOOPOBO. . .

— To1 He paccnpimana? $1 ckazan: yxonu. BelrHamm mMeHst w3 otpsiaa, sicHo Tede? — OH BHOBb
MIOMOPUIWJICS ¥ CXBATHJICS 3a TO, YTO KOTZa-TO ObLIO €ro HOTOM.

Jlepoil KpyTo pa3BepHy/ach M yoexana mpoyb OT O3T00JICHHOTO Ha BECh MHUP MaJIbUMIIKH.
K takomy oHa He Obuta rotoBa. YecTHO MpHU3HATHCS, Y HEEe caMoil cefiuac Ha Ayiie ObUIO He Jierye,
1 TeM OoJIbHee pe3asiv ero cyioBa. 3Hajl Obl OH, KMo CTOUT Tiepe/l HUM, YK OHa Obl TOCMOTpEa, KakK
PE3KO MoceieeT ero yepHas IeBesopa. [leBouka crpsTaiach B KycTax Ha OIYyIIKe Jieca U YTKHYJIacCh
JIMIIOM B KoJIeHH. BoT, 3HauUMT, Kak ee BUAAT oKpyxkatomue. He Oynp y Hee TUTYIa U OEITOCHEKHBIX
KPBLIbEB, KAK OHA TYT K€ CTAHET MaJIeHbKOW ypoakou. [la naxe ¢ turynom, kak Jlepoit Tonpko 4to
yOenauiach, HUKTO eil He moMoxeT. HukTo.

Bce smorum, 3arHaHHble HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3aj B CaMble TEMHBbIE TIIyOMHBI JYIIH, CHOBA
3axJieCTHY/ M JeBouKy. OHa Ob1a coBceM onHa. [lepen Heii — ['paiisiH 1 TeHM, KOTOPBIE KeJIAloT JIUIIb
ee CMepTH, a 103311 Hee — MHP, KOTOPBI OHAa JOJDKHA 3alIUTUThH IIEHON cBoel xu3Hu. [Todequrt
['paiisin uaM mpourpaeTr — UCXOH OIMH, U 00 3TOM JeBOUYKA MpeKpacHo nomHmiIa. OHa yMpeT, Kak
TOJIBKO MCHOJIHUT CBOE IpeJHa3HaueHue. Bo Bcskom cityuae, Tak ropopuil e Apt. Tak kakas pas-
HUIIA, KaK YMEpEeTh, €CJI BCE BOKPYT BCE PABHO €€ HEHABUIAT, PE3UPAIOT WJIM IIPOCTO UTHOPUPYIOT?

C kaxao# cekyHou Jlepoii Bce MeHblle M MEHbIIIE [TIOHMMaJIa CBOIO HacTaBHULYY. Benp Ditana
U cama HaxOJWIach B MOJOOHOW CHUTYAIlMM: CKOJIBKO pa3 JIeBOYKA BUjENA, KaK ee Jpyra YHIKaIu
1 OCKOpOJIsiI GeccMepTHBIE, KOTOPHIX OHA JOJKHA ObUla BeCTH B Oydylllee U HarpaBisiTh. Tak Kak
OHa HalllTa B ce0e CUJIbl PUCKOBATh Pl HUX CBOEH XpynKoil ku3Hbio? Ka-a-ak? OHu Beab He 3aciy-
xuBanu storo. Ceityac B ayiie y Jlepoii ObUIO JIHMIH OHO KeJIaHWe: BUIETh, KaK BCe, KTO OOMKal
U TIpe/iaBall ee, My4YUTeIbHO CIIOXHYT. BripoueMm, ee ceifuac TOIHUIIO U OT caMoid cedst TOXke, OT OITy-
[IeHUS COOCTBEHHOM 3JI0CTH, OeCIIOMOIIHOCTH U Oecniosie3HocTy. He Haing cebe Mecra U 37€ecCh,
Jlepoii Bckoumia Ha HOTH M ToOpesia KyJa-TO BIOJb KPOMKH Jieca, TOJbKO YTOObI CHOBA YIAacTh
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Ha 3eMJTI0, JIOCTUTHYB OOpbIBa, Iie HAUMHAJIOCh MOpe. COIOHOBATHIN OKEAHCKUI BETep Tperajl CBeT-
JIble BOJIOCHI IEBOYKH, COPBAB C Hee KaITOIIOH. BICOKO B HeOecax CIBIIIAINCH KPUKH aTbOaTpOCOB
Y Yaek.

Ot Heuero jenath OHa JOCTaja U3-3a Ma3yxu OOJIBIIOE Cepo-OMpPI030BOE, YKE MOTPErNaHHOe
nepo, mogapeHHoe e druiaiou emne Ha 3emie. OHa 3aUeM-TO BCIOY TacKasia ero ¢ COOOM KakK TaJmc-
MaH, ¥ Ceivac 3TO MEPHIIIKO BHOBb BO3POAMJIO B AYIE BCE XOPOIIME BOCTIOMUHAHUS 3TUX HECKOJIb-
KHMX TaK Oe3/apHO MOTpavyeHHbBIX Helelb. [IpokuTh Obl 3aHOBO BUEpAITHU JIeHb, U Y& Jlepoi pas-
Ouach Obl B JIETICIIIKY, HO HE Jjajia APYTy NOTUOHYTb.

BHesarHo 32 cMHOW MOCHBIIAIKCH YbH-TO IMAPKAIOIINE Iark, a CIyCTs MIHOBEHHE PSIOM
C Hell Ha Kpail oOpbIBa yCeJsCsl CTAPUK U IMIMPOKO YIBIOHYJCS neBouke. ['ocromu, TONBKO ero ere
He xBartaio! Jlepoi pa3apakeHHO MOKOCHIIACh Ha CTaplia, MAlTMHAIBHO OTMETHB, YTO Y TOTO JIIMH-
HbIE ITPSIMBIE cepeOpHCTO-0eibie BOJIOChl. HeMoHATHO ObLIO, OTKY/Ia TAKOMY JPSIXJIOMY UCKpe BOOOIIEe
B3SITHCS B JIarepe BOMHOB ¥ 3a4€M OH TAIllWJICS B TAKYIO Aajlb, K 00pbIBY. OJJHAKO CITyCTSI Mapy MrHO-
BeHMi Jlepoii BHIKMHYJIa BCE 9TU MBICIIU U3 TOJIOBBL. He Tak yk 3T0 ObUIO M BaXXHO B TOT MOMEHT.

A cTapyk MeXIy TeM MpPEeCcrOKOHHO MPOKAIUISUICH, KPAXTsS, BHIYAUJ OTKYyHAa-TO M3 CKJIAIOK
pyouia JUIMHHYI0 Oeyio TPyOKY, Hachllall Ty[a HEMHOTO CTPAHHOT'O TTOPOIIIKA IIBETa FPO30BOM TyUH
Y HaKOHEIl yIOBJIETBOPEHHO 3ambIXTell. IpIM 13 TpyOKHM BaIHIT TIPSIMO Ha JIeBOUKY. Jlepoii ciymiana
3Ty BO3HIO, JPOXka OT pa3/ipakeHHsi, U MeTajaach MEKay TeM, YTOOBl MPOTrHATh CTapUKa WM YUTH
otciofa camoil. OTHaKO YTO-TO B TOT MOMEHT OCTaHOBHJIO JIEBOUKY: CTPAHHBIN CTapell MPHUIIIeN CIoAa
SIBHO 1IeJICHANPaBJIEHHO U, Cy/s 10 BCceMy, caean 3a Jlepoit HaunHasi OT Jjiarepsi.

— CerogHsi HEBEPOSITHO KAPKO U COMHEYHO 7151 ApTo-PopTta, He npaBaa Ju? — TOBOJIBHO MPO-
W3HEC OH, BBJIOXHYB JIbIM Tak, 4to Jlepoil 3akanuisiiack. — [laxke BeTep He CUIIbHBIA. [JaBHO Takoro
HE MTPUTIOMHIO.

— Bbl x0THTE MOrOBOPUTH? — OTPHI3HYNIACH JEBOYKA TEM e TOHOM, KOTOPBIM TOBOPWII C HEl
00037MBIIMICS Ha Bech MUp Pakc cerofgnsi yrpom. — Eciii He 3ameTHITH, s IBITAIOCh TIOOBITH OfIHA. —
W oHa ¢ nocanoii cipsiTaia 3aBeTHOE MePO MOAANBINE OT POH3UTEBbHBIX, MO-SCTPEOMHOMY KEIThIX
7123 yyXaka, Kak OyJTO OH 3THM B3[JISJJOM MOT UCIIOPTUThH BCE CBSA3aHHbBIE C HUIM XOPOIIIKE BOCIIO-
MUHaHMS. YIMBUTEHHO, HO C TOIAMH IJIa3a €ro He MOTepsUTH 3aI0PHOTO OecKa M He TIOTYCKHEH,
KaK 3TO OOBIYHO OBIBAJIO C TAKUMH JPEBHUMH UCKPAMHU.

— O, a MHe Tak He MOKa3ajoch, — He 0OPaTHJI CTApPUK Ha 3Ty rpyOOCTh HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHUS,
poIosrkast 6e33a00THO pa3mIsi/IbIBaTh PEIONMX B HeOe Yaek. — S qymait, Bam cefiuac, Ha0O0pOT, Kak
HUKOTa Hy’KHa TIO/IePKKA.

Jlepoii pacTepssHHO CIJIOTHYJIa ¥ OBICTPO OTBepHyJIachk. Kak oH y3nan? Ho BMecTo 3TOr0 mpo-
JOJDKWIIA THYTh CBOE:

— He ot Takoro, Kak BHI.

— Heyxenu? — MATKO ¥ CIIOKOWHO YJIBIOHYJICS OH. — A OT KaKOro e Hajo?

— He ot uyxoro, — pe3ko 6pocuiia eMy oHa. DTOT cTapell Bce OOJIbIIe ¥ OOJIbIIIe 3T JEBOYKY. —
C Kakoil cTaty MHe 1epe]] BaMU AyIlly U3JIUBaTh?

— C Takoii, — He3aMeJTUTENILHO OTO3BAJICS CTapell, HACIaKAAsACh KaXKIbIM IPOU3HECEHHBIM
CJIOBOM, — YTO BBI, CKOpEe BCEro, OOJIbIIIe HUKOT/Ia MEHSI HE YBUIUTE, U 51 He Oyy OCYK/aTh Bac repes
3HAKOMBIMH U HE CMOTY HUKOMY 00 9TOM paccka3arh. HUKTO HUKOTIa He y3HaeT, a BaM CTaHEeT Jierye.

Jlepoii onienienena. PoBHO To ke OHa caMa cKaszalia JIaBHbIM-JaBHO DJulajie, B IeHb UX NIepBOI
BcTpeun. Yto 3a yeproBumHa? OHa elie pa3 MpUCTAIBHO OCMOTpENa CTapHKa, U B TOJIOBE BHOBb
BCIUTBUTH BOTIPOCHL.

— Kak?.. — ToJIbKO ¥ cMOIVIa BEIOABUTH OHA.

— TTogymatp ToNbKO! BBI MpOILIHM Yepe3 CTONBKO TOpecTell 3a 9TO HeIONroe BpeMsi — M BCe
PaBHO OCTaeTech TAKOM JKECTOKOHM K UyBCTBaM JPYIHX, CJIOBHO CaMM HHMKOTIA MoJOOHOro Ha cede
HE UCTIBITHIBAIN! — C COKAJICHUEM U pa304apOBAaHUEM BOCKJIMKHYJI HE3HAKOMEIl, OITyCTUB TPYOKY.
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— OTKyza Bam 3HaTh, Yepe3 uTo s npomuia? — BpaxaeOHo OypKHYyJa Ta B OTBET. — [la mpoxuBu
BBl XOTb TPHCTA JIET, @ BCE PAaBHO Obl HUKOI/IA HE TIOHSUIH, Y170 Ha MEHs1 HaBAJIUJIOCH !

My>X4rHa OCTaBaJiCsl BCE TAaKMM e CIIOKOWHBIM, a OTTOTO pasapaskal elre OoJiblie: Bedb OH
TaK TOYHO JAaBUJI Ha caMoe OOJIbHOE.

— Pazymeercs, — corytacHO KMBHYJ OH ¥ CHOBA TMPHHSIIICS TIBIXTETh TPYOKOH. — JKU3Hb Kak10ro
U3 HAC YHUKAJIbHA, U Sl HE MOTY CYIUTh O TOM, 4TO BbI uyBCcTBYeTe. [Ipu3Halo, s1 gaxe He MOTy mpe[-
CTaBUTbh, KaK BaM IUIOXO ceituac. M Bce xe. .. He TOJIbKO Bbl MOTEPSIIM YTO-TO HA BOKHE.

— U s otommny um BceM, — MpauHO nipousHecia Jlepoit. — OHu OyayT My4YUThCA B JECSTh. ..
HET, B CTO pa3 CUJIbHEE.

Crapel1 cHOBa OTHsUI TPYOKY OTO PTa, B IJIa3ax €ro YMTAJIOCh pa30vyapoBaHUe.

— Ecnu BamMu JBYMIKET JIMIIB 3JI0CTh, TO HUYETo, KPOMeE 3J1a, BBl MUPY He NpUHeceTe, — CHHC-
XOAUTEJIHHO 3aMETHJI OH, YJIBIOHYBIIKCH JEBOUKE. — SIPOCTHO MCTSI 32 MEPTBBIX, PUCKYyeTe MOTEPSThH
KHBBIX.

— OHM MHE He HYXXHBI, — BBICOKOMepHO Opocuiia Jlepoi, oTBepHyBIIHCh. — §I 3HaNA TeX, KTO
CIIPABJISUICS] CO BCEMH UCTIBITAHUSIMU B OUHOUKY.

— Ho onu 6buTH OTHIONL HE OfHY, Jlepoii, — yoexaaolie Mporu3Hec He3HAKOMETI, 3arjissHyB e
B m1a3a. — [Topoii camasi T1aBHasI cuiia, KOTopasi y Bac eCTb, caMasi HECOKPYIIMMAast MOIIb — 3TO JIOIH,
KOTOpbIE Bac OKpykaioT. B Bac camoii MHoro Bcero. O, B BaC COKpBITa MIOUCTUHE OrPOMHAsI CHJIa —
sl He CTIOPIO, HO, TIPOIITY Bac, MPOsIBUTE cocTpagaHue. He Halo CTaHOBUTHCS OTIIEIBHUKOM, HE 103~
BOJIbTE Bpary oTpe3arh Bac OT jpy3eil. Bol ciabeerte.

— Kro BBI Takoii? — HakOHeI[ He BbIAEepKaia AeBOUYKA, KPYTO pa3BEPHYBIIUCH K HEMY.

— Bcero nuimb Bamn cTapblil pyr, — MPOCTO OTO3BAJICS CTapell U BHE3aIHO MpOoTsHyI Jlepoi
TpyOKy. — [TonpoOyiite. [ToBepbTe, cTaHeT Jerye.

Jlepoii ycraBuiiach Ha Gestyio TpyOKY v CH3bIiA AbIM, OECTIpecTaHHO BaJIMBIINI U3 Hee. Bripouem,
ceiiyac OHa Be/ib HUUYETro He Tepsiia. [IeBouKa phIBKOM CXBaTHJIa TPYOKY M CIIMIIKOM PE3KO BTSHYJIA
T'YCTOH TEPIIKUIA AbIM, OTYETO 3aKalLIsIach.

W BHe3zanHo... OHa ¢ ynuBieHMeM OOHapyXkuja, 4To U3 IIa3 ee KamaloT caMble HACTOSIIue
cae3bl. OHa yxe 1 3a0blIa, Kak Ha CaMOM Jiejie ObIBaeT MPUSTHO IUIAKaTh, CJIOBHO BMECTE CO Clie3aMU
U3 ee JyIu yXOAWja U Bcs nevyasib. Jlepoii peBena Tak, Kak He peBesia, HABEpHOE, HUKOT/IA, YTKHYB-
IIKCh JIMLIOM B JIAJIOHU, HO BCE PaBHO MPOJOIKAst OTCTPAHATHCS OT HE3HAKOMIIA, XOTh U TiepecTasa
OO0ATHCS BBIIVISAETD TIIYTIO B €rO IJ1a3ax.

— D70 BCce M3-3a MeHs, IOHUMaeTe? — HaB3pbI/I BEIKPUKHY/IA OHA. — Mo apyr morud u3-3a
MeHsl, 13-32 Moeil JieHu 1 rirynoctd. Ho st mpocTo He XoTesna ymuparh Tak paHo! f Tak xoresna y3HaTh
3TOT MUp HOOIMKeE, s BeIb BCIO )KU3Hb MeuTasia o0 Hem! Ho Teneps. .. Terepb MHe OH He HyKeH COBCEM.
3avem s BooOIe ponunack? [Moyemy s takas riynas? [louemy Bce Tak xecToko? — HeoxumanHO
OHA YTKHYJIACh HOCOM B IUIEUO HE3HAKOMIIA. — DTO OblIa ee eAMHCTBeHHAs XWU3Hb, MoHMMaeTe? f
Jake He X0uy 3HaTh, Kak 3TO ObLIIO OOJIBHO, KaK CTPAIIHO. . .

Ho mocrenenHo pelianust ee CTuxid, u Jlepoid Tenepb MpocTo cujesa W OMyXIIMMHU OT CJie3
r71a3aMH CMOTpeJia BAAIb.

— Jlyuie?

— Her, — yecTHO npu3Hanach JeBOUYKa M yke ObliIa TOTOBA CHOBA 3aIljlakaTh, KaK BIPYT CTapell
OITYCTHJI PYKY €i Ha TOJIOBY U MSITKO TTOTJIA U IO CBETJIBIM BOJIOCAM.

— Kaxppiii coBepmaer ommoku, Jlepoi. [la, TBOU yXkKacHbI, U UCTIPABUTH X BCE HEBO3MOXKHO,
HO 3TO JIMIIb 3HAYMT, YTO IJIABHAS TBOS 3a/1a4a — He caeslaTh HOBBIX. Thl Mosiofen, JIepoi, Thl cTasna
HacTosIel OeccMepTHOM, HO... — TyT OH PyKOH MOAHSUT ee TOIOOPOIOK, 3aCTaBUB TMOCMOTPETh
B CBOM IPOH3UTEJIBHBIE XKeJNThIe I71a3a. — Ho ceifuac camoe ri1aBHOE — 3TO He TMO3BOJIUTh YOUTH B cede
yesioBeka. OTITyCTH ee, — MATKO MOCOBETOBaJT OH. — He mbITaiics ynepxarb Betep.

Jlepoii onmyctuia rinaza. OHa MoOHUMaIa, O YeM rOBOPUJI cTapell. [leBouka poOKO BhIHYJIA 3aBET-
HOE TIepO M HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH]1 OO0JIE3HEHHO M HANPSIKEHHO BIVISABIBAIACh B HETO, 3alIOMUHAS KakK-
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ay1o 4epTouky. OTmyCTUTh DIUiaay cefvac s Hee ObUI0 PAaBHOCUJIBHO TOMY, YTOOBI 320BITh O HEW,
0 TOM, 32 YTO Ta OOpOJIACh U YeM MOKEePTBOBAIA PaJ CBOMX yOexaeHui. Hen3BecTHO, CKOMIBKO erie
MPOXUBET cama Jlepoit: MOkeT OBbITh, TO/I, @ MOXKET OBITh, JIET JecATh. M Bce 3TO BpeMsI el puaeTcs
rpoBecTu 6e3 JIpyra.

Ona OyzeT CTaHOBHUTBLCS CTapille, B3pociee U Myapee, JOOUBAThCS Yero-To, HO Duiaja Tak
Y OCTaHETCs] HABEYHO IEeCTHAAATUIETHUM TOJPOCTKOM, OJIHUM IPOTHB BCETO MHUPA, HE pa3fIeiuT
c Jlepoll pagoCTHBIE MOMEHTHI, HE YBUAMT YCIIEXOB CBOEH MOJIONEYHONW U Kak cOymeTcs TO, paau
yero BepxoBHblii rusib 6oponack. Ho Hy)XHO ObUIO MPUHATH JAHHOCTH U IBUTAThCS TAJIbIIE yKe Oe3
Dnazpl, a UHAYE JEBOUYKA PUCKOBAJIA TIOTEPATH elrie OOJbIlie BPEMEHH B CJIETION HAJekK Ie, YTO KOraa-
HUOYIb ee qpyr BepHercs. Her, kK TakoMy oHa MoKa He TOTOBa.

— Y0 X, 3TO TBOY BHIOOP, — TOHMMAIOIIIE KUBHYJI CTapell, KOT/ia epo BHOBb MCUE3JI0 Y IEBOYKHU
3a Maszyxoy. — A Terepb CTymNail U rmocrapaics 6osblie He TpeBOXUTh ee. He 3axomu Tyma Oosnbiie.
Bynp criibHOM 1 IOMHU: KOMY-TO cefiuac OosbHee, yeM Tede.

Jlepoil paccessHHO KMBHYJa W OOepHYJach K CTaplly, skeias MoOJarojapuTh ero 3a Bee,
HO HHUKOTo He yBujena. TOT CJIOBHO pacTBOPWJICS B BO3[yXe, U €IMHCTBEHHOE, UYTO HANIOMHHAJIO
0 HeM, — elIle He paccesiBIIMECs KITyObl BOMIIEOHOTO JibiMa. [IeBOUKa yAUBIEHHO OIJISIIEIACh U TOIBKO
MOTOM 3aMeTW/Ia KOe-4To, OT 4Yero ee OpOBHU MOMON3IM BBEpX: PAJOM C HEH, B TOM MecTe, /e
HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH/1 Ha3a]] CUJIeI CTapell, BUAHENCh CBeXKHUE CJIe/Ibl BOTUBKX Jiarl. [leBouka B3OXHY A,
coOMpasich, KaK M BeJel el ApT, ¢ CUIIaMH.

Manbuuk cujien TaMm ke, IJie ero U octaBuia Jlepoil — Ha HEBBICOKOM KaMHe, CXKUMasi B pyKe
MPOKJISITBIN KOCTBUIB. [IeBOUKa OKJIMKHYJIA €ro, U MapeHb, YBUJIEB, KTO MEpejl HUM, COCTPOMIT O0se3-
HEHHYIO MUHY.

— Onars 181, ypoauHa? f ke ckazas Tedbe He TporaTh MEeHs.

Ho Jlepoii He orpearnpoBaia, a TOJBKO Opocuia eMy HeOOJBIION My3bIpeK, KOTOPBIH TOT
C YAMBJICHUEM T0OMaJ Ha JIETY.

— Ob6e360mmBaroIIee, — Onepeauia OHa ero BOIpoc.
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I'JIABA 2

JTETH BOVHBI

Jlerkuii BETEpOK, B KOTOPOM Y€ UyBCTBOBAJIOCH JAbIXaHHE OCEHU, MOITIaKMBAJ BBICOKYIO CHHE-
3ejieHyl0 TpaBy. Pukian Obul yxke B 3eHuTe. [IBOe JeTeid, OHYPUBIIUCH, CHIETA HA HEBBHICOKOM
BaJIyHE MOCPEIM PABHMHBI, & HEMOAAJIEKY HE YMOJIKAs IIIyMeJl MTaJIaTOYHbIN JIarepb paHeHbIX. MaJib-
YUK ONUPAJICS HA KPUBOM KOCTBLIb, 4 IEBOYKA TO U AEJI0 KyTaJIach B IJTMHHBIN 3€JIEHBIN I1J1A11 C KaITI0-
moHOM. OHU CUIeNH CIMHOM JIPYT K JAPYTY U IPOCTO MOJTYaJIX, AyMasi Kak/Iblid O CBOEM.

— Cnacr60, — HakKOHeIT IIPOU3HEC MAJIBUHK, KOT1a 00e300/MBaroliee NoIeCTBOBAJIO U OH Iiepe-
CTaJI KOPYUTHLCS OT OOJIM B OTPYOJICHHOM 10 cepeJHy UKpbI Hore. — MeHst 30ByT Pakc.

— Vry, — nporsnyna Jlepoii.

NuTtepecHo, Kak B ee CUTyalli MOKHO OJTHOBPEMEHHO MPOSIBIISITh COCTPaJaHue U ObITh PEeIln-
TEJIbHBIM JIMJICPOM, BO3IJIABJISIONIMM BoccTaHue? Besib 9TOT mapHUIlKa-ucKkpa 0e3 HOrM HaBepHsIKa
NOruOHeT B peasibHOM cxBatke ¢ ['paristHoM. OH ¥ XOOUTB-TO TOJIKOM He CIIocoOeH. MoxkeT, ApT umen
B BUY KOro-HUOYAb Apyroro?

— T 3710... S IIynocTy Besikue HaroBopui Tede, — TeM BpeMeHeM TTpoJoyikuI oH. — He Gepu
B rOJIOBY, JIaAHO? Thl HE Takas yX U CTpalIHasi.

— He takas yx? — HeBecesI0 XMbIKHYJIa JEeBOUYKA, OKU/1asl JaTbHENIINX N3BUHEHUM.

— B cMmblIcie — coBceM He cTpaliHasi. XOoTs, M0 MpaB/ie CKa3aTh, O] 3TUM KAIIOIIOHOM HUYETro
He BUJIHO NMOYTH. — OH 00epHYJICSA K Hel U ONBITAJICS 3aIISIHYTh MO I1al. — Yero Tol npsiyenibesi? —
U, Buns, uro Jlepoy mpogoikaeT rry0ke HaJBUraTh KaIoOMOH, MPOIOJIKAJ ¢ XMTPbIM BuoM: — [1pe-
CTynHMLa, yTo Ju? Vnm, Moxer, TeHb?

— Jla Het *ke! — pa3apaxeHHO pBaHy/a Ta Ha ceOs TKaHb KaIllOIIOHA, 32 KOTOPYIO yKe ObLIO
cxBaruics Pakc, oTyero napeHn noBajauics Ha TPaBy.

— Toraa oTkyna y Tedst KOpoJIeBCKUM MUKCUP? — MOAO3PUTENBHO MPUIILY PUJICS TOT, KOT/IA MO~
HsJICS, HAMEKasl, 4TO My3bIpeK 13 COOCTBEHHOTO 3arnaca Jlepoit He ToJIbko 00e300/1MBaJl, HO M 3aKUB-
JISL1 paHbl. — YKpasa, 4to Jim?

— Her, pocro. .. — [leBoYKa JIMXOPaJ0YHO MPUIYMBIBAJIA HAKOOJIEe MPaBIONOJ0OHOE OITpaB-
nanue. — [IpocTo s riiip oqHOM U3 11aHeT okpauH Mimnepuu. [lonpocuiia anukcup y cBoero Kopoiis,
BoT. Tebe Tak BoOOIIE IOTKHO OBITh BCE PABHO, IJie S €r0 B3sUIa. A KaIOMIOH. .. DTO Y HAC TpaJiu-
LM Takas — He TIOKa3bIBaTh JIULO YykakaM. Henb3s MHe, MOHMMaellb, a MHa4Ye M030p MHE U BCEl
TJTBIVH.

[upokoe nuio Pakca MTHOBEHHO MPUHSLIIO BUHOBATOE BBIPAKEHUE.

— On, Torga nagHo. M3BuHu. — Ho TyT ke OH CHOBa MPUHSIICS HalagaTh: — A o4yemMy Thl TOrJa
IUIeTelIh KaK1e-TO MHTPHKKU 32 CIIMHOW cBoero kopouisi? Uro tebe oT MeHs Hajio?

Jlepoii TeprienBoO B310XHYJA:

— 3Haj OBl ThHI, YET0 MHE CTOWJIO YIPOCHUTh POAUTENIEH MoeXaTh ¢ KOPOJIEM BMECTO HUX O[T
MIPEJIOrOM, YTO MHE HaJI0 YUUThCS ObITh riiibaoM! He xoTenoch Obl, YTOOBI BCE 3TO HAKPBLIOCH Me/I-
HBIM Ta30M K3-3a TOTO, YTO KOPOJb Y3HAET. A JIJIsl MOel «MHTPUKKU» MHE HyxkeH gooposonell. To
€CTh UMEHHO COJI/IAT-100POBOJIEII.

Ot 31HX cI0B Pakc MrHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJI M OTBEPHYJICS.

— Ho s ke ckaza, uto He JoOpoBosiel] Oosblie. Thl HallLIa HE TOTO, TAK YTO MPOILA.

— Ho nouemy?

[Tapenb okoHYaTeLHO BCKUIEN, Kak ecu Obl Jlepoil HajaBuia emy Ha OoibHYI0 HOTy. Bripo-
YeM, Kak 0Ka3aJioch, MMEHHO 3TO OHa M ceaa.
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— Boirmanu meHs, BOT ouemy! — HeoOposkenaTensHo OypkHY oH. — Kak, mo-TBoemMy, MHBa-
T, KOTOPBIA He MOXET Jake XOOUTh HOpMasibHO, Oyaet 3ammuiars Coznparens?! U, Tupo ux gepw,
Be/lb s ke IIeJl K TOMY, YTOObI CTaTh JIMAEPOM HOBOTO OTpsiga, moHumaenib? Ilpocto okazascs
HE B TOM MecTe H... — OH 1300pa3ui1 B3pbIB, KOTOPBIN M OTOPBAJ €My KyCOK HOTH. — M BOT 51 oKazascs
BHE3AIHO OECIOJIe3HBIM U HUKOMY HE HYKHBIM MYCOPOM.

Jlepoii OblTa TPOHYTA /IO TIIYOWHBI AYIIA STHM CyMOYPHBIM paccka3om Pakca, ube coctosiHue
Y YbM YYBCTBA TaK HAIIOMUHAJHM e ee coOcTBeHHble. Becero oquH MomeHT — u... U Bce, 4To ObLIO
0 3TOTO, CTEPTO B TIOPOIIOK, a BIIEPEId — IyCTOTA.

— Cratb 10OPOBOJIBIIEM OBUIO TBOEH CAMOM TJIABHOM MEUTOM, 1a? — TUXO MpOIIeNnTaia JeBOYKa,
MCKpPEHHE COUYBCTBYS MAPHIO.

Ho, k ee ynuBIIeHHIO, TOT KECTKO PAaCXOXOTAJIC.

— Yero? Thl cepbesHo ceituac? — OH MOCMOTpeIT Ha Hee Kak Ha JIypy, 3acTaB TaKoW peakluen
Bpaciuiox. — Koneuno, Het. Toxke MHe 1iesib — prCKOBaTh coOOM paau koro-To! Her, s momren Tyma
13-3a JEHer.

Jlepoii ouienenena, xparasi pToM BO3/yX. 3a MOCIEAHNE HECKOJIBKO YaCOB €€ MUPOBO33PEHHE
HECKOJIbKO pa3 rpy0o MepeBepHyIIM C HOT Ha TOJIOBY, a TIOTOM €Ille M YyBCTBUTEJILHO TOTPSICIH, TaK
YTO TeTlepb BMECTO CTPOMHON KapTUHBI Nepe/l IEBOYKOM ObLT JIMIIh HAOOP HECBA3AHHBIX (DAKTOB.

—Ho... Ho kax xe?.. KnsarBa... U T0, 4T0 BBIOMPAIOT CAMBIX YMCTHIX JYILOH. . .

Pakc (pIpkHYIT ¢ BUIOM MOBU/IABIIETO KMU3Hb 3HATOKA.

— Ip-P! Tel ceppe3Ho? — noBTOpUI OH. — la B MOEM OTpsijie TIOJIOBUHY MPUHSIN 3a JIEHBIH,
a TIOJIOBMHY 10 3HAKOMCTBY. — M IJIsA/151 Ha TO, KaKkoe BIIeYaT/IeHNe MPOU3BEIH €ro CI0Ba Ha JIEBOYKY,
OH TPOJIOJIKII: — Buauniis Jiu, 1o uaee, oTpsid JOJIKeH ObITh O0yYeH U TOTOB MPHUCTYNUTD K CITy)0e
B 00O MOMEHT, naxe ecnu Cozfaresb He 0OBSBUTCS elie MHOro Jiet. Ho mo ¢akTy BceM yxe
TUIeBaTh Ha 3TOT OObIvYai, U, moka Co3jarelns HeT, B OTPsJ HAOUPAIOT Koro romnaio. Bece paBHo UM
HUKOI/Ia He MPUAETCsS HUKOTO 3allUIIaTh U 0Oeperarh, 3aTo 3apruiata OqHa U3 caMbiX BbICOKHX. Hy
a TaK Kak Tam yxke CITy>KIJI MOU Opart, KOTOPBINA APYKIJI C JIUAEPOM, TO U MEHS B3SUTH.

UemM pasbliie 3aX001I1 MX pa3roBOp, TEM MEHbIIE U MEHbILIE 3TOT cosaT Hpasuics Jlepoit. Hu
YeCTH, HU CBETJIbIX MOOYXIEeHUI y Hero — Hudero. Ho koe-uro eme oOparuio Ha ceOsi BHUMaHUE
JEBOYKU: MpOILe/Iee BpeMsi B pacckase o Opare.

— MepTtB OH, — HAPOUUTO paBHOLYIIHO OTO3BajIcA Pakc Ha Bornpoc. — KazHwiu eme B camom
HavaJse rnpasjieHus [ 'paiisiHa 3a To, YTO OH OTKAa3aJics €ro BIacTb MpU3HaTh. ['ocynapcTBeHHast U3MeHa
BpOJIE KaK...

—To ectb apyrue npu3HamM? — HAMPSKEHHO CIIPOCHJIA IEBOYKA, 00SICh, KaK Obl € HE OCTaThCS
1 6e3 MoJJIePKKH OTpsia JOOPOBOJIBIIEB.

[TapeH» MpayHO yCMEXHYJICS:

— Her, npyrum xBatuio yma mom4dats. — OH ycTano npuBaiuics K KaMHio. — Cembsl y Hac Oblia
MaJIeHbKasl: U3 JIeTel TOJBbKO MBI ABoe. Tak uTo mocie cMepTH Opara CTaprKOB-pOAUTENEH, Kpome
MeHsl, cofepkarth ObUT0 HeKoMy. [ToBe3110, UTo TOrJa MeHsI CaMoro He Ka3HWJIM U He BBITHAU, — CYXO
noxa medamu oH. — U TIpomerteii Ponrx Berynmics, aa u I'paiistH Bpoze Kak He 0co00 XOTesl MEeHs
Haka3blBaTh. Takoil MUJIOCTUBBIN rOCy1aph, HE ITPaB/a Jin? — C OTBPAIEHUEM CKPUBUJICS MAJIBUUILIKA.

Jlepoii Mmonyana. OHa cHOBa He 3Hasa, 4To U gyMaTh. [louemy Bce Tak cioxkHo? Eliie Buepa Bce
OBLJIO SICHO KaK JIeHb: TOT XOPOIIIUI, a BOH TOT TUI0X0i. Ho ceituac nepet Hell CTosiT OOBIYHBIN UCKPA.
OH He OblT 8000Uje HUKAKKM, 2 TIPOCTO BBIKMBAJ KaK MOT' B U3MEHUBIIIEMCSI MUDE.

— He xouy Bo3BpamaTbcsi oMo, — UCKpeHHe nomopinuics Pakc. — Bujers nmiia pogure-
JIefl, CITyIaTh UX couyBcTBUE. Her, MeHs OHM, KOHEUHO, BUHUTDb He OYyIyT, HO XUTh-TO HaM Terepb
He Ha uTo. [lapy mMecsieB npotsHeM, a motoMm 4to? U Takoil mo3op: s Begb Aaxe He B OO0 HOTY
MoTepsl, a Tak. ..

— Buepa I'paiistH yOu oueHb JOPOroro MHe 4esioBeKa, — HEOKMIAHHO Pa30TKPOBEHHUYAIACH
Jlepoii. — OH ToXe MbITajcss OPOCUTH EMY BBI3OB.
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— TBoit mapeHb? — BbIpa3uTEIbHO MOAHSIT OpoBH Pakc.

— Yro? — He cpa3y MOHsIA AeBOYKA. — A 4ero cpa3y napeHn?

— TBost meByIIKa? — NOMBITAICS CHOBA OTITYCTUTh KOJIKOCTh TOT. — A ThI HE TaK MPOCTA. ..

— 3Haelllb 4To, — pe3Ko NogHsIack Ha Horu Jlepoit. — Katucek iecom! Tl camblil MEp3KHIA UCKpa,
KOTOpOro s Bcrpevasia! — U, KpyTo pa3BepHYBIIUChH, OHA MOMNBITANACH YIATH, HO COJIIAT, YyTh CHOBA
HE yIIaB, JIOBKO CXBATHJI €€ 32 PYKY.

— JlagHO-1a/1HO, OCTHIHB, HE ropsturch. [Ipoctu, neiicTBuTenbHO Open Besikuil Meno. [Ipocto
s y’K€ TaK MPHUBBIK K TOMY, UYTO Kbl I€Hb KOTO-TO Ka3HSIT, YTO HE JAyMAIo... XOTeJl 0OCTAHOBKY
Pa3psAAUTD.

— B cremytommii pa3 3a Takyio pa3psiaKy Thl OTYYHIIb OT MEHS 10 JIUITY, — APOKAIM FOJIOCOM
nooOemana emy Jlepoii, HeXOTs BO3BpaIasch Ha MecTo. — HeT, To Obuta Most JTydInast Hoapyra.

— INonsTHEHBKO. — BBIJIO BUIHO, Kak CUJIBHO Pakc crapaercst n300pa3uth [isl Hee CKOpOb. — A
3HaI0, KaKoBO 3T0. — OH BAPYT KPerKo cxkal pyky Jlepoii u odoapsiorie norpsic ee. — CKOpo cTaHer
Jierye.

— M-M-M, — COBCEM YK TIeYaJIbHO ITPOMbIUaJIa Ta, OTBOPAYMBAsICh, HO PYKy He yOpaiia. — Camoe
y’KacHOe B TOM, UTO sl BUHOBATa B €e CMepTH. A¥i, ThI Bce paBHO He noiMerirb! Tak riyro u 6ecrosne3Ho
MOTUOHY T . . .

K ee ynuBnenuio, 3ta enuHCTBeHHAas1 (ppas3a 3actaBuia Pakca cOpocHTh paBHOLYIIHYIO MACKy
C JIMIIA.

— He cmeii roBopuTh Tak, — ropsiao Bo3pasui oH. — He cmeil roBOpHTh, YTO OHU TIOTHOJH 3Psi.
Torma BBIXOAUT, YTO OHU U OOPOJIUCH 3Ps, & 3HAUUT, U Jicuau 3psi! Mbl JOJKHBI IIGHUTH 3TO U. .. OBITH
OarolapHbBIMH.

Jlepoii ynuBieHHO OOepHYJIach K MaJIbuMKy W €[Ba He B3IVIsSHYJa €My B IJa3a, HO BOBpPEMs
ONOMHMJIACh. BHE3anmHO OHA OCO3HAJIA, KaK MPUSATHO B TAKOW MOMEHT FOBOPHUTH C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTO-
PBIii JeCTBUTENHHO MOHMMaeT TeOs1. [TycTh Jake ¢ COBEpIIIEHHO IyKUM YeJIOBEKOM.

— YT0-TO HaIll «KOPOJIb» BUEpa COBCEM PAa30IIIesiCsl, — BHOBb C OTBpAILIEHUEM 3aroBopuil Pakc,
s Ha Puknan. — TOBOpST, OH OTKPBITO, CBOMMH pyKamu Buepa BepxoBHOro rusbaa yowu, npen-
CTaBJIsIeIb?

JleBouKka Bcsl cKajlach MPU STUX CJIOBAX, HO, K CYACTHIO, TAPEHb TOTO HE 3aMETHII, & TIOTOMY
Jlepoii B3si1a ceOs B pyku 1 nipopospkmia. Ceituac ObUT Kak pa3 MOAXOAIIMIA MOMEHT, YTOOBI B3SITh
TO, 32 YeM OHa U TPHIILIA.

— Jlionu roBopAT M Koe-uTo apyroe. MHorue Buepa Buaenu camoro Cosparens. . .

CHoBa HeBrionaj! Pakc oT rHeBa CIUTIOHYJ.

— Bpanbe Bce 310! [Togymaii, oH IPUXOAUT pa3 B AECATKH MUJITUOHOB JIET, a ICY€3 BCETO TPU-
yeThIpe rofga Hazaa. OTKyza emy TYT B3AThCsI? A €CJIM M He BpaHbe, TO 51 INYHO BBICKAXY STOMY Mep-
3aBIly BCE, UTO O HeM JyMmaio. [la u ¢ ero-to cunamu ['paiisiH yxe gaBHO Obl Bucen B nietie. Co3iaTento
TUIEBATh HAa HAC, a €CJTM Thl CYMTACIIb MHAYE, TO ThI TIOJIHAS Aypa.

B nierkom crpaxe u 3amerareniscte Jlepoii nmoruioTHee ykyTtaiach B miail. He xBataso eire,
4yto0Bl Pakc B sipocTy mombiTasncs 3apyonTts ee MedoM. HactpoeHue cHOBa ymano: cBeT/asi IpycTh
CMEHWJIaCh HEHABUCTHIO K caMoii cebe. 3a0bIB 0 coBeTe OesIoro BOJIKa, JIEBOYKA B3/IOXHYJIA U 3aCTa-
BUIIa cedst IpoAO/KUTh. Bee mits moctkenns nenu! Jlake eciy 3TOT 10Hel HOruOHeT — IeHa CIIHII-
KOM BBICOKAa. Pakc Tak WM MHaue JaBaj MPHUCATY YMEpeTh 3a Hee, TaK IMyCTh ero rudesb criaceT
MWLTHOHB. OHa yKe MpOsIBUJIA OJMH pa3 COCTpaJaHue K HEMY — 3HAUUT, UMeeT MPaBo TpeOOBaTh
*kenaemoro. B omHOM ApT ObUT IIpaB: camMa OHa He CIPaBUTCS, TIO KpaitHe! Mepe Ha STOM JTare.

— Cozparens MpUXOAUT JIMIIIL TOT/A, KOTJa ero MOMOIIb HeOOX0AUMa, U Thl JOJKEH 00 3TOM
3HaTh, — C HAKMMOM Havajia OHa. — DTO 3HAYUT, YTO pa3 ero MokKa HeT, TO Mbl BIIOJTHE MOXEM CIpa-
BUTbHCS M CAMU.

Pakc mMenieHHO 0OepHYJICS K Hell, Ha JIMIe TapHs UrpaJla HarpsKeHHas! yiblOKa.

— Tol Benb He ¢ 10OPOBOJIBIIEM (hIMPTOBATH CIO/IA TIPUIILIA, TaK?
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— A THI He 0OCOOEHHO YMeH, — XMbIKHYJIa JIepoil Tem ke TOHOM. — Yke moyaca Ha3a] Mor Obl
J0TajgaThCs, 9TO MHE Ceiiyac HOBBIE JPY3bsi HU K ueMy. HeT, pazymeeTcsi, Thl caM MHE HE MHTEpECEH.

370 OBUIO KECTOKO, U I0OPOBOJIEI] HEMHOTO OOMXEHHO MOTYNuWI B3rIsA. HaBepHoe, BriepBbie
OH CTAJIKUBAJICS C T€M, YTOOBI ICBUOHKA HE MBITATIACH OXMYPHUTD COJIJIATA JUTHBIX BOWCK.

— Tak 4dto Tebe OT MeHs Ha/I0 Toraa? — pOBHBIM TOHOM MPOIOJIKUI OH.

— MHe Hy)KHO TaifHO CBSI3aThCs C IMIECPOM OTpsijia T0OPOBOJIBIEB. S 3HaI0, KaK MOXKHO CBEpr-
HyTb ['paiisiHa, HO [Isl STOr0 MHE Hy’KHA MOJJIePKKa OTPsaA.

Pakc McTuTebHO moazKas ryosl: MPUIILIIa ero OYepeib YKOIOTh.

— 3aueM MHe IOMOTraTh KaKOH-TO JIEBUOHKE U PUCKOBATH payl STOTO KU3HbI0? I ke sCHO nan
TIOHSATB: 51 HE TEPO M repOCTBOBATh HE COOMPAIOCh. MHE O pOIUTENSX JyMaTh HAJIO.

— IMotomy uTO, — 1OBOJILHO MPOIOKUIA JIepol, peabsiBiIsist CBOM IJIaBHBIA KO3bIPb, — Th
HeHaBuIMIIb ['paiisiHa Tak ke, Kak u 5. Tak *ke, Kak ¥ BeCh OTpsi. A 5, IOBTOPSIIO, MOTY yOpaTh ero
pa3 u HaBcerga. Thl OTOMCTHIIB 32 OpaTa — TOJBKO MoayMai Hall 9TuM. Boree Toro, — TyT OHa A€éMOH-
CTPAaTHBHO OTKMHYJIACh HA KAMEHb, — Y MEHSI JIOCTATOUHO CPEICTB, YTOOBI 00ECIIEUNBATh TBOIO CEMBIO,
MoKa MbI Bce He czaenaeM. Hy a mocrie Toro, kak Onaronapsi Tede yKacHbIN TUpaH YHIEeT B HEObITHE,
THI CTAHEIIb TEPOEM, U MECTO B OTpsijiec Tebe 0OecIieueHo.

Pakc, cam Toro He ocozHaBasi, pacKpbL1 OT yAUBJIEHHs poT. [ToTOM elie HECKONBbKO pa3 MoBTO-
pUJI cre AEHCTBO, CIIOBHO NepekeBbiBast ckazaHHoe. Jlepoit HaOumoiana 3a HUM C BUIOM MOOEIUTENS.
Hakonen-To oHa cMoria B IOJTHOM Mepe POSIBUTh CBOW TAJIAHT YIPABJIECHUS JIIOJbMU !

— Kak... — HakoHer Hauas oH. — Kak st Mory ObITh YBEpeH B CBOei O€301acHOCTH ?

— Jla HUKaK, — Bce Tak *ke yabidasich, oreTuia Jlepoii. — Ho BeiOopa y 1edst HeT, i, KOHEYHO,
KU3Hb OOMXKa TeOsi He ycTpauBaeT. DTO TBOHM IIaHC U3MEHUTb BCE, CTaTh IepoeM M OTOMCTUTh
3a Opara.

— JlagHo, — HaKOHell, CYTOPOKHO B3[0OXHYB, MEIECHHO KUBHYJ Pakc, MalMHaibHO TIPOBEAs
10 KOPOTKMM Y€PHBIM BoJiocaM. BbUIO BUIHO, KaK TSIKEI0 eMy Jasloch 3TO pelneHue. — Ho KisiHych:
OJIMH TBOW HEBEPHBIN IIIar, XOTh OJHO TMOI03peHHe — U... 51 He O00Ch YyOUBaTh, SICHO?

— Bornee yem, — oto3Basiack Jlepoit 1 nmonpaBusia KamomoH, CKpbiBaoimii uio Coznarens.
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I'JIABA 3

HEOKNJAHHOE PEIIIEHUE

Enga maru Jlepoii ctuxim B Kopuaope, Kak Ajuiekpuc 6erom Opocuiiach B kabuHeT Bepxos-
HOT'O TWJIBJIA U, 3al[Is Ty/la, Ha BCSIKUI CITy4ail THXO MPUKPbLIA 32 COOOH iBeph. [leBOYKa TOPOIIUBO
OITyCTUJIACh Ha KOJIEHU Tnepe]] DJUIalon: MPUIIIIOCh KAaTh 1IeTylo Houb, Moka Jlepoit yiiner. OHa ere
pa3 yOenumnach, 4To JIEBYIIKA HE Cropena U ropeTb He cOOMpaeTcs, a MOTOM JIETOHBKO BCTPSIXHYJIA
3a IJIEYH.

— AJia, — HEMPUBBIYHO OCTOPOJKHO M 3a00TIIMBO TMO3Bajla OHA JEeBYMIKY. — Duiaaa! Thl eme
31echk? Jlaii 3HaTh, €C/IM 371eCh.

Annekpuc kJaja OTBETa J0JIT0, HO HUKAKOro HameKa Ha To, YTO DIjlaja ciblliajia ee, Tak
1 He nonyuywna. Torma geBodka, Ipoxka OT HEeTepIieHHs, Mpuceia Ha KpoBaTh U HEPBHO ClENuia
CMYIJIblE JIAJOHU B 3aMOK. 3HATh 3Ty CTPAILHYIO TallHY U MOJIYaTh, 3aCTaBIsisl My4YuThcs U Jlepoi,
1 Diay, ObUI0 IPOCTO HeBHIHOCKMO. C APYro¥ CTOPOHBI, €CJIA OHA IPOrOBOPHUTCS, YTO HACTABHUIIA
eltie xuBa, To Kuap BBIOIHUT CBOIO Yrpo3y, U Toraa Diuiajie yke HUKTO He TOMOKeT. Asiekpuc 0e3
BCSIKOTO BBIPaKEHUsI Ha 3arOPEJIOM JIMIIE MPOIILIAChH B3IJISIIOM IO UCMIAYKAHHOM aJIoi JIABOM, YTO Tak
HAIOMMHAIA KPOBb 3€MJISTH, OJ€K/Ie IEBYIIKHM U MO OTBEPCTUIO B KOKAHOW KUJIETKE, 32 KOTOPhIM
CKpbIBaJIaCh CTpAITHAs paHa.

— 41 Bce cpenato, — 3aBepusia OHa DIUIady, XOTs U He Oblla yBepeHa, uTo Ta ee CIIBIIINT. — Thl
JepKUCh, TNIaBHOE. §1 U3-TI0/1 3eMJIM JOCTaHY 9TO YePTOBO MPOTUBOSIIHE.

W ona 6picTpo BbiILIa B KOpugop. 1o npasae ropopsi, beccmepTHast M cama-TO HE OCOOEHHO
MOHMMAJIa, IJie UMEHHO coOuMpaeTtcsi Oparh JiekapcTBO. Kask/Iblil, OT KOro OHa CJIbIIIAa O BEHEPH-
AHCKOW CTaJTh, yOeK/IaJl ee B TOM, YTO MPOTHBOS/IUS HE CYIIECTBYET, UTO Jlake Ky3Hellbl, padoTaio-
1€ C HeH, PUCKYIOT JKU3HBIO, KaK U BJaJesblibl Takoro opyxusi. Ho Benp y Hee camoil B KOMHATe
TO/1 KPOBATHIO JIEKAIU JIBA 3arHYTHIX, KaK KJIBIKK 3MeH, KUHKaJla U3 BEHEPUAHCKOM CTalli, B KOTO-
PBIX 1034 s1/1a B HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MpeBbilaia 00pryHy0. KnMHKY qake cBeTUIMCh KpacHbM. Ho passe
KOpoJb Trpo cTast Obl TAK PUCKOBATH CBOMM BTOPHIM TEJIOM M JJaBaTh JIEBOUKE TAKOE OPYKHE, ECITH Obl
He ObLT YBepEeH B TOM, UTO JieKapcTBO ecTh? TeM Gojiee 4To OH caM MCIIONb30BaJT IBYPYUHbIH (hiam-
Oepr 13 3ToM CTau.

Bnpouem, Ajuiekpuc 1 He Oblia B TIOJTHOM Mepe YBepeHa B TOM, UTO BOOOIIE TOHMMAET CBOETO
orra. Ha 3emsie y Hee HUKOIIa ero He ObLIO: POIUTENN pa3BelICh, KOra OHa ObUIa elle COBCeM
MaJICHbKOH, 1 OOJIbIle He 00IaInch. Tak YTo OTHOIIEHUS OTIIOB C JOUYEPbMH, JIa U MYKCKasl JIOTHKA
BOOOIIIEe, /IS IEBOYKU OCTABAIUCH 3aragkod. M Bce ke MHTYMIMS TOJACKa3bIBajia AJUICKPUC, UYTO
BuubsiMc He ObUT OTYaSTHHBIM MAMOTOM, XOTh U €T0 MOcyIeHee HanaleHue Ha Puknan Huuem, Kpome
UAMOTU3MA, 0OOCHOBATh OHA TIOKA He Moria. Xorten cractu ee u3 jgan Mmnepun? Kak ke, kak xe!
A KTO ke cITaceT ee OT Hero caMmoro?

Ho npotuBosiivie TOYHO JOMKHO OBITh. A €CJIM €ro M HeT 371eCh, TO MOKHO MOMCKATh B 3€MHBIX
KHHUIaX WU TOMBITAThCS CHAENaTh CaMOU. AJUIEKPUC OCTAaHOBWJIACh BO3JIE OTPOMHOM KapThl HA LIeH-
TpaJIbHOM pa3Brike. Hao ObLIO 3armisiHy Th B 3TY MX OMOIMOTEKY. B31Iisi ) HEBOJIBHO YIiajl Ha BBICTYIIbI
Y BIAJVHBI HA 3aKPYIJISIONIUXCS CTEHAX, YTO ObUIM MOKPHITHI MHOKECTBOM HAJIITUCEN HA CaMBIX pa3-
HBIX s13bIKax. MOXeT, B OTHOM MX 3THX IOCJaHWI CKpbiBaiach pasragka? Her-Het, 310 ObUIO ObI
CJIMIIIKOM TIpocTO. JIeBoYKa OBICTPO OTKHMHYJIA 3TY MBIC/Ib M ITOOEsKasIa Mo TUIMTaM TI0 HallpaBJICHUIO
K OMOIHMOTEKE.

JIBepb naxe He CKpHIIHYJA, Koraa AJIJIEKPUC JIETKO BIOPXHYJIA BHYTPb U OLJIs[eNla YeThipe
3ana. Jlepoi, kaxeTcs, 4TO-TO TaM rOBOpHJIa 00 STHUX 3aJ1aX, HO TOrJa JeBOYKa He CJIMIIKOM BHUMA-
TEJIbHO ee CITyIalia, a IOTOMY ceiyac HepelnTeIbHO 3aKPY:KIIa BOKPYT BUCSIIETO B BO3IyXe «KJie-
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Bepa». Ee KpbUIbsl He TIO3BOJISUIN JIOJITO BUCETh HA OJJHOM MeCTe M MOAXOIMIN OOJIbIIE 1JIsI CKOPOCT-
HBIX [TOJICTOB Ha JIJTMHHBIE JUCTAHIIMHN, & [IOTOMY HaJ10 OBUIO CKOpee periaTh. Bpojie Obl kesTo-0ebiii
3aJ1 Ka3aJICsl CaMbIM TIOAXOSAIIMM JIJ1s1 KHUT ViMTiepun, HO KpacHO-Oyphiid ObUT Kak pa3 1BetoM Tupo,
a 3HAYWT, CBEJICHHUS O JICKAPCTBE TOXeE JIOJKHBI ObUTH OBITH TaM.

AJUIeKprC CTpesyiol CIUKMPOBajia Ha TEMHYIO TUIATpOpMy KPAacHOTO 3ayia H... OecIperisiT-
CTBEHHO IpOIIIa BHYTPb. MpauHas TeMHast atTMocepa 3TOM JacTy OMOIMOTEKW JaBuUjIa Ha TJ1a3a,
3aCTaBJisIsl TIOCTOSTHHO JKMYPHUTBCSI M TepeTh MX. M Kak MpM TakOM OCBEINEHUU BOOOIE MOYKHO
yutath? ThMma 0OcCTymana JEBOYKY CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO Ta He mojianach. OHa Hayraj B3sjia KHUTY
C MMOJIKM M pacKphljia ee: Neporidbl CBETUIIHCH AJTIM, CJIOBHO CaMU OBUTH HAITMCAHBI S7I0M BEHEPH-
AHCKOTO YePHOTO JPaKOHa.

Kaxercst, To ObUT CBOCOOpa3HBIN THEBHUK. 3anvcy ObLTM OYeHb JJAKOHUYHBIMU. BUITHO aBTOp
OYeHb CIEHIWI. «...Mbl U3THAIU ero, Ho Mx BennuecTBa Termeph YHHUTOKAIOT JTIOOOT0, KTO MMOMHUT
€ro UMsi M1 HOCHT €ro OTIeYaTOK. ..» — IJIaCKia TiepBasi CTPOKa CIyJailHOW CTpaHUIIbl. JIIOOOIMBITHO,
HO He TO. AJUIEKpHUC C pa3Maxa 3axJIOMHY/Ia KHUTY, HO e[IBa MOMECTUJIa ee OOpaTHO Ha TOJIKY, KaK
roxa’sesa o ToM, 4To Beja ceOs Tak rpoMKo. Kazanochk, 3a JeBOUKOU HAOMIOAAT KTO-TO TPAYYIHIACS
B TCHH MOJIOK. JIeBOUKa MOKa3aTeIbHO BBIXBATHIa OOBIYHBIN, HE SIOBUTBIN KUHKaJl, KOTOPBIA TeTiephb
Ha BCSAKHI CTyvall Bcerja Tackaja ¢ coOOM B HOXKHAX, YTO PEMHSIMHU Kpemwiuch Ha Oeape. KyTt-
KOBaTo OBLJIO B 3TOM MPAvyHOM 3ajie, HallOJIHEHHOM KPACHBIM CBETOM, HO AJUIEKPHC pelia ToKa
HE YXOJIUTh, & BMECTO TOTO HavyaJsia MeJJICHHO MPOABHUIaThCS BIIEPe/l, MMOJO3PUTEILHO OIJISABIBASICH
M0 CTOPOHAM.

Omna He ObUIa Jake yBepeHa, uTo B MOMEIIEHUH eCTh KTO-TO, TOMUMO Hee. ApTo-PopT ObLI
OTIEJbHOM TJIAHETOM BCErO JIMIIb [Tl Taphbl JECATKOB OSCCMEPTHBIX-TIOAPOCTKOB M HECKOJIbKUX
B3POCTIBIX OECCMEPTHBIX, KOTOPBIM 10 JIMYHBIM TPUIMHAM XOTEJIOCh TTOOBITH 3/1eCh. JlocTyroM B O10-
JIMOTEKy OO0JIa/Ialiv JIMIIIb eJUHUIIBI, XOTs ceituac, 6e3 BepxoBHOro ruibia, OHa octaiach 0e3 Mmpu-
cMmotpa. U Bce ke AJUleKpHC SIBHO OIMyIIajia Ybe-TO MPUCYTCTBUE, a C TeX IMOp, KaK Ha ee TOJIOBY
CBAJIWJICS HOBBIM MarMuecKUil MUp, JeBOYKA YKe MPaKTUIEeCKU MepecTaia OleHUBaTh BCEe CO CKell-
TUYECKOW TOUkM 3peHusi. Ceifyac oHa MPOXOAUIa MUMO HATEPTOTO JI0 3ePKAJIbHOTO OIeCKa MEIHOTO
JMCKA, TaK YTO C €ro TIOMOIIIBIO BITOJTHE MOKHO OBLIIO OCMOTPETh BCE TIOMEIICHUE 10311, AJUIEKPHC
PE3KO 3arIsHy/Ia B IJISHIIEBYIO IOBEPXHOCTD, HA/IEsICh IOMMATh Uy’KaKa ¢ TIOJIMYHBIM, HO TIOMEIIeHIe
c3a11 ObUIO aOCOMIOTHO MyCThIM. [IeBOUKa IITyOOKO B3IOXHYJIA U yOpasia KHHKAaJI, HO TOTOM CITy4YailHO
ee B3IJISIT yIasl Ha COOCTBEHHOE OTpakeHHe.

Ha rosioBe ee 0TKy1a-To MOSBUJIMCH JIBA [UIMHHBIX U 3aKPYUYCHHBIX, KaK y ObIKa BaTyCCH, pora.
CHauasia IeBOYKa HEMHOTO OIIEInIa, OTOMY YTO C yTpa ITUX POrOB y Hee TOUHO He Obl1o. Oco-
3HaHWe TPUIILIO TIOCTENeHHO, OeccMepTHAs MOXOJIoZea M CHOBA MOMbBITAIACh BBIXBATUTh KUHKAIL.
OpaHako OT HEJIOBKOTO JIBUKEHUs TOT CO 3BOHOM YIias Ha noi. Pora nmpuHaasiexanu BoBce He AJle-
KpHC, a CyIIECTBY, CTOsIIeMYy MpsMO 3a Heit! OHa ObIcTpo 0OepHYJIach, HO HUKOTO Tepes coOoi
He yBujiena. OT cTpaxa JeBoYKa He MOIJIa JIae HaKJIOHUThCS U MOAHATH opyxue. Torma oHa mare-
pHaTM30Bajia KpbUibsl, YTOOBI B CITy4ae 4ero ObICTPO MmepepyouTh MPOTHBHUKA ToroiaM. Hu Hameka
Ha Ybe OBl TO HU OBUIO MPHUCYTCTBUE. AJUICKPHC, IIOYTH HE JIBIINIA, MEJICHHO 0OEPHYJIACh K 3epKaslb-
HOMY JIMCKY, ¥ B IJIa3aX y Hee MOMYTUJIOCh. BMecTo cOOCTBEHHOTO JInIa Tiepe]] Heil B AKCKe Tpe/l-
CTaJI0 HeYeTKOe N300pakeHre TOro CaMOro CYIIECTBA.

JleBouKa MOMATUIIACH U CITyYaiHO Bpe3asiach B HEOOJBIIYIO MOJIKY, OTYErO Ha Hee BaJIOM ITOCHI-
nayich Tsokessle KHuru. Hamo 610 youparsest otciofna! He xBaTasio erie OTKIIIOUUTHCS TPSIMO B STOM
KYTKOM 3aJie, PSIIOM C poraThiM CO3[aHueM. AJUIeKpHC Opocuiach OexaThb, a JOOPABIIHUCH 0 Kpast
3asa, B3nerena. HampaBuiack 1eBOUKa, Kak HU CTPAHHO, B JKeThIN 3a1. OHa OMycTHIach Ha KOJICHU
nepe/1 ApPKUM TEIUTBIM TUIaMeHeM KaMUHa U OTiepiiach Ha PYKH, YacTo JIbIIIA U [JIs/is1 B OTOHb. MOKeT,
TO OBLT XpaHUTENb KpacHOTo 3aa? Perms, 9To Tak OHO U eCTh, AJUIEKPUC MEIJICHHO TOHSIIACh
Ha HOT'H.
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Bce-Taku nmoTpeckrBaHe OTHsI PsiIOM JIaBaJIo 0c000€ YyBCTBO KOM(OpTa M Oe30IMacHOCTH,
a SIPKHIA 30J7I0TOM CBeT ycrokamBal. Kak ke efl HaliT! MPOTHBOsAME, eC/Id OHa OOUTCS Jaxke 3aiTu
B KpacHyio komHaTy? [ToHuMasi, YTO OHa MPOCTO TPATUT JIPArOLIEHHOE BpeMsl, JeBOUYKa Harpys3u-
Jlach KHUTaMU O MEIUWIIMHE M ycesach 3a CTOJMK. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, OCTaBajCs elle HeOOJBIION
IIaHC, YTO KOTJa-TO JAaBHO MPOTUBOSIANE YIOMHHAIOCH B OHOM M3 KHUT, HO 3aTeM M3-3a TPYAHOIO
JocTymna B OMOIMOTEKY O HeM Bce 3a0biti. [ToToM MoXHO OyeT elle mpocMOTPETh KHUTH TIO KYJTb-
type Benepsl, 300morun... I'ocrionu, kak ke Bce 310 OeccmbicieHHo! Ho HecMoTpst Ha 3t0, Asue-
KPHC BCEphE3 U HAJIONTO 3acelia 32 KHUTU B HaJek/e HaWTU TaM XOTsI Obl YIIOMUHAHUE O TOM, KaK
Y Ha KaKoe MPOTHUBOSIIUE pearupyer 3Ta CTajb.

Ho Hu-4e-ro — nuiis yHOMUHAHKS O MHOTOUMCIICHHBIX KepTBaxX. AJIJIEKpHUC B3JOXHYJIA U, OCTa-
BUB HY)XHBIC €/l KHUTH Ha MeCTe, BBIIILIA U3 OMOMMOTEKH. YkKe Beuepesio, U MaJaTOYHbIN Jlarepb, Bce
TaK ke IIyMsl ¥ TaJlfs, yietan oopatHo Ha Pukan. [leBouka pacciabiaeHHO B3JOXHY/IA: BCe XKe TaKOe
KOJIMUECTBO HEHYKHBIX €i JIofel oyeHb Hampsirano. He xBarasio ere momnactbCsi KaKOMY-HUOYIb
M3JIMIIIHE JIIOOONBITHOMY COJIIATY Ha Tia3a. OnaTh HAYHYTCS 9TH KPUKU M BOIUIM O TOM, KaKasi OHa
roxast 1 Hexopornasi. M1 6e3 HuX TOIIHO.

AJnekpuc B3IOXHYJIA M OMEpiach Ha MOJOKOHHHUK OJIHOTO U3 IyCTBIHHBIX KOPUAOPOB 3/1aHUS
BOJIKA, 3aMIOJIHEHHBIX BUCSIIIUMH CBEpPXY M CHM3Y IumuTamu. CMOTpesia OHa He BHU3, Il CBOpAuH-
BaJICs Jlarepb 1 OOJITAIM Ha OOJIBIIIOM CepOM BauTyHe JIepoit 1 KaKOK-TO MaJIbUHIIIKa, 2 BBepX, Ha HE0O.
Puknan yxe ormyckascs 3a TOpH30HT, HO 3aKat Ha ApTo-Popre ObUT COBCEM HE TAKMM, Kak Ha 3emiie.
Ecnm ¢ ofiHO¥M CTOPOHBI MOJIBIXAJIO SIPKOE SIHTAPHOE TUIAMsl, a JIyYd COJIHIIA AEHCTBUTENIBHO ObLIH
MOXOKHM Ha CIIOJIOXH, TO Ha JPYroy MojoBUHE HeOa, IJIABHO Mepexoisi Yyepe3 OMPIO3OBbIA B CHHUI
Y TIOUTH YEpHBIH, HACTyINaja TEMHOTA M YKe TOpesiv TIepBble, cCaMble sSIpKHUe 3Be3/1bl. [ ie-To Ha HUX
ceiiyac, HaBepHOe, KTO-HHOYIb TOXE BOT Tak ke cMoTpen Ha Hebo. OrpomHas Mmmnepusi, kuBas
¥ MOCTOSTHHO HAIIOMHMHAIOINASI O CBOEH JKM3HU, CIIOBHO YJIed, U OHa, AJUIEKPUC, IPSIMO B €ro IeHTpe.
C ogHOIt CTOPOHBI, OBLTIO OYEHb MPUATHO M YIOTHO 3HATh, UTO KaXK/Iasl TUIAHETKA, KaXkJas 3Be3/109Ka —
3TO HEeOOJIbIIIOEe KOPOJIEBCTBO C MHOKECTBOM JKUTENEH, UTO 3TO TBOM COCEAU, HO C JIpyroi... Tak
HE XBaTajio Ha HeOe 3HAKOMBIX co3Be3uid Bpose bombioit Menseauiisl.

NurepecHo, a ee Mama ceituac Toxke cMOTpHUT Ha 3Be3/1bl? Kak oHa Tam coBcem onHa? A Belb
ceityac AJUIEKPHUC, TTO CyTH, HUYETOo He IepKaJio: OHA MOIJIa B JTIOOOM MOMEHT B35ITh KapTy U MOJIETETh
JOMOIA, BOT TOJIbKO Cep/lLle, OOJIE3HEHHO CKUMASICh, MOICKA3BIBAIIO, YTO TO MECTO OOJIBbIIIE HE ee A0M,
YTO OHa yXke TaM coBceM uyxas. 1 kak ObiTh, Korna B Mimmepuu ee Bce mpe3npaioT U J1aXe BUIETh
HE XOTAT, a Ha 3emuie el yxe HeT Mecta? Kynma monarecst youiie v npenaTeno, KOTOpsld HUYEero
HE MOJKET TOJIeJIaTh CO CBOEH CYIIHOCTI0? Bee Kak OyaTo Ha3JI0 CKIaABIBAIOCH TaK, YTOOBI OHA CTaja
Ha MyTh 371a. [leBOUKa MalllMHAJIbHO BRITSIHYJIA JIEBYIO PYKY UyTh BIIEPE/I U pa3kajia KyJIaK: Ha MUT BCe
BEHBI Ha JIAJJOHU BCIBIXHYJIM KPACHBIM, SPKO TIPOCBEUYMBAS CKBO3b TOHKYIO, KaK MEpPraMeHT, KOXY,
a IMOTOM B pyKax, peBsl, Kak OrHeHHas1 Oypsi, BCIIBIXHYJIO OarpoBoe 1iaMsi. OHO CJIOBHO CHIEHIUATIBHO
3aKpy4YMBaJIOCh BUXPEM, 1O (popMe HATOMHUHAIOIIMM PacIyCTUBIIMICS TionbaH. [lomerienue ToT-
Yac ke HaMOJTHUIIOCh 3aIIaXOM CBEKel KPOBH, U AJUIEK pyC OBICTPO yOpasia OrOHb, YyBCTBYSI PHOIIH-
JKarolryocs TOHOTY. OHa yke HeMHOTro IpodoBasia paboTaTh ¢ miaMeHeM Tupo y cedst B KOMHATe,
OfIHaKO OBICTPO MoXkasena o0 3ToM. [leo B ToM, YTO MpeAMETHI, MONABIINE B OTOHb, MPH JOOO0M
HETOYHOCTH, JIIOOOH JIMIITHEN SMOIMU CTOPAIU C TPOMKHM B3PBIBOM.

AJnekpuc ycTano B3IOXHYJIA M CKJIOHWIA rojioBy. Hy BOT HaiiieT oHa pOTUBOSIANE, a BAPYT
OKaXeTcs1, UTO €r0 HaJlo, IOMYCTUM, He BJIMBATh B POT, a CMa3blBaTh PaHy, a OHA €ro yKe MoTpaTut?
KoHneuHo, Jioruka nojckaspiBaja, 4YTo MPOTUBOSIIUS OOBIYHO MBIOT, HO YEPT €ro 3HaeT, KaK OHO TYT
yCTpoeHo. 3ajavya Ka3ajaach el COBEPIICHHO HEBBITIOHUMOM, TaK elle U HY)KHO ObUIO BCE BpeMs
CKpbIBaTh OT Jlepoii MpaBay U CMOTPETh, Kak Ta MyvaeTcs. BHe3arnHo Ha 11a3a el monasicsi ObICTpo
CBOPAYMBAIOIIUICS JIareph paHeHbIX. A Belb AHHA Mapusi, KOTopasi 1 pyKOBOJIMJIA TaM BCeM, Obuia
OTHEM XM3HU. Y3K €ClI KTO-TO M 3HAJI BCE O JIEYEHHUH, TO STO OHA.
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Jlyury Tep3and COMHEHHMsS: a BeAb BCE-TaKU ITOT OTOHb JCU3HU TIOUEMY-TO HE BO3Bpallajl
K JKU3HM YOUTBIX COJJIAT U Ja’ke MPOCTO He BO3BpAIlA/l HA MECTO MOTEPsSIHHbIE KOHEYHOCTH. Bbia,
KOHEYHO, BEPOATHOCTDb, YTO HE ACJIA€T OHA 3TOI'0, TOJILKO tITOGI)I HE NTOPTUTDb OTHOIIEHHA C Aiomn-
POM, OrHeM cyabObl, HO Toraa AHHA Mapusi BHYTpH JOJIKHA ObITh MOUCTUHE KecTOKoW. M Bce-Taku
J€BOYKA CO BCEX HOT YCTPEMMJIACh K LIATPy CO 3HAMEHEM eAIMHOpora 1 0e3 CIIpocy BJieTesa BHYTPb,
3aCTaBUB MOJIOAYI0 OECCMEPTHYIO MOANPLITHYTh OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

— Beuep no6peiit, Batte 6aropoaue, — Opocuia AJUIEKpUC Kak Obl MKy TPOYMM, HO TYT ke
ObL1a BBIHY)X/IEHa OTCTYNUTh Ha3a/l, MOTOMY KaK OXpaHa TOTYAC ke HACTaBWJIA HA JIEBOYKY OCTpbIe
aneGapnpl. — He BenmTe Ka3HUTh, — MPUIIUIOCH MIUCKHYThH € B 3aBepIleHNe, IOKa AHHA MPUXOAMIA
B ceOsl.

OroHb JKM3HU NOXO/IMJIA HA TPEKPACHBIN [IBETOK B CBOEM BO3/IYIITHOM IOTYIIPO3PAYHOM ITOBCE-
AHEBHOM IUIATHE, MOYTU HE CKPLIBAOIIEM €€ HCKHOI'O TEJida, U C HIBETOYHBIM BCHKOM, BIUICTCHHLIM
B I'YCThIe JUIMHHBIE KaIlITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH. Kazasnock, OynTo pacTeHus B 9TOM CBOeOOpa3HON KOPOHE
He ObUTH COPBAHBI, a [IBEJTN U PACITYCKAIUCh. AJUIEKPUC, TOPaKEHHAS CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHBIM HAPSIIOM —
BUAHO, OrOHb JKM3HHW HE ITPUBBIKJIA CKPBIBATH CBOU ITOJTHLIC ) KU3HU q)OprI, — HOAYCPKHYTO CMOTpPEIa
B Kapue I71a3a JIeBYIIKH.

— Ybepute 310, — KUBHYJIA Ta CTPAXKHUKAM, KOTOpbIe HEJJOYMEHHO MeperyIsiHY/IMCh, HO BCE ke
CIOXUM opyxue. — Uto tede HyxkHO, Trpo? To, uto 51 Teprena Teds B odmectse Mutpats e Jlepoi,
HE 3HAYUT, 4TO 51 OyIy TeprieTh Teds cerlvac.

— Ho BBl yxe Teprnute, — HE yIepKaBIIKCh, JISAMHYIA AJUIEKPUC U TYT ke M0 MOTYATUBOMY
KMBKY AHHBI CHOBAa OKAa3aJ1aCh YTHIKAHHOW OpPYKMEM TakK, YTO JJaXe CIIOTHYTh HE MOIJIA, YTOObI
HE HAIOPOThCsI Ha OCTpHE asedapybl.

— Tol Takas ke, KaKk TBOW OTell, YTO Obl TAM HU TOBOPUJIM, — C TIPE3PEHUEM BBIIOXHYTa AHHA,
00xo/1s AJUIEKPHC TIO KPYTY.

— Kak s nonsina, oH ¥ BaM HAaCOJMTH YCIeN, — C TPYJOM BBITOBOPWJIA JEBOYKA, BIIPOYEM
He 0co00 6051Ch OecCMepTHOM, KOTopasi IBHO He Oblla ceiiuac HaCTPOeHa MCTHUTh.

— Her xypmieid Mammvabl, OTHUMAIOIIEH KU3Hb, YeM BOWMHA, — 0€3 TeHW YJIBIOKUA BHITOBOPHUIIA
AHHa ¥ OIyCTHJIaCh B HEOOJBIIIOE, YBUTOE IIBETAMU KpecIo-Kavyasky. — M Ha Te0e 51 ke BUXKY COBCEM
cBexkee MATHO youiipl. Tak 4TO 3TO, €CIM MOXKHO Tak CKa3aTh, BPOXKIEHHAs Herpusi3Hb. U Bce ke
€CJIM CIIyXU TIPaBIWBbI, — TYT OHA OTKHMHYJACch Ha CIMMHKY Kpecia M BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTpesa
Ha AJUIEKpHC, — TO Thl OCTAHOBMJIA YOMICTBO JieTeil Pukiana, a nmosxe u3rHana orryga Busbsmca.
310 TaK?

Aunnekpuc xotesna ObLJIO OTBETUTh, HO €i CHOBA TMOMeIIaia HaCTaBJIeHHasl Ha Topiio anedapua.
W enBa peBovka MOYYBCTBOBAJIA MOAHMMAOIEecsl B cebe pa3pakeHue, Kak Opykue ¢ rPOMKUM
B3PBIBOM pa3NIeTeNIOCh B MIETKH.

— Jlaxe Tak, — ¢ pacCTAaHOBKOU Mpou3Hecaa AHHA, U IJ1a30M HE MOPTHYB, B OTJIMYME OT CBOEH
CTpaXxu, MPH B3pbIBE. — DTO JIOOOMBITHO.

— [a, naxe Tak, — paccepkeHHO Hayana Ajuiekpuc. — M npu xejlaHuM s MOTY IIPOJENIATh TO KE
caMmoe CO BCell Balllel NaJIaTKOM, €CJIU Bbl HE PEKPATUTE THIKATh B MEHS 3TUMH LUTYKaMHU.

— CoMHeBaloCh, — CIIAJIKO YJIBIOHYJIACh B OTBET AEBYIIKA. — Thl O4eHb CIIOCOOHASI OeccMepTHas,
HO He JIOIyCKal JJa)ke MBICJIM O TOM, YTO ThI BJIa/Ieelllb CBOMM OTHEM JIydille, YeM sl CRouM. I mory
3a0parh KU3Hb TBOETO TeJa, HE YCIeellb Thl U MUCKHYTh. Jla, mpencraBb cede, — yTBEPIUTEIBHO
KHBHYJIA OHA, — OI'OHb JXM3HU MOXET U 336I/IpaTb €e. BCIH) €CJIM Thl XYJOKHHK, CKa)KE€M, TO TEMHU KE
CaMBIMH PyKaMH Thl MOXEIIb ¥ CTEPETh CBOW PHCYHOK, U pa3opBaTh ero. Tak ke TOYHO U C OTHEM.
A Tenepb, MoXxanyicra, MOAHUMH KO MHE I71a3a M OTBETh Ha BOIIPOC.

— Ha, s caenasia 3T0, — HAKOHEIl C HAKUMOM OTO3Baslach AJliekpuc. — M He cripaiiBaiTe 3aueM.
DTO U TaK MOHSTHO.

Anna Mapust HeKOTopoe BpeMs MoJTua Aymaja O YeM-TO, HAKpy4YnBasi Ha MaJier] npsiab MaxHy-
IMX BECEHHVMU IIBETAMH BOJIOC, & IOTOM BHE3AITHO CIIPOCHJIA:
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— B Bammem Mupe Bellb MOKHO MpOJaTh aOCOMIOTHO BCe, Tak? — U, HE IOKUAASCH OTBETA, MPO-
JOJDKUJIA: — A KakoBa Torja LieHa )KHU3HU?

CHauasia BOIpoc NoCTaBUII AJUIEKPHC B TYITUK, HO Yepe3 Napy CeKyH]] IeBOYKA BCE )K€ HaIILJIACh
YTO OTBETUTh:

— Jlpyras ;xu3Hb, 5 rojaraio.

— W nostomy ThI yousia Toro conpara? Teoezo conpata, MexIy MpOYMM.

— Wnave on panwn Ob1 Jlepoit. $1 He ycrnena mpuaymMaTh HAYEro APYroro, — TYT jKe Hadasa
OIpaBIBIBAThCSA AJIeKpUC. — Bee ObIIO CUIITKOM OBICTPO!

— ¥V 1e6s1 OBUIO JOCTATOYHO BPeMEHH TOyMaTh, KOTr/ia Thl Opajia ¢ cOOO0M ne KMHKAIBI, — CyXO
oTto3Bajach AHHA. — Thl Be[lb He KOHIJIMPOBATh UMU coOMpasiack, BepHo? Tak uTo 310 OBUIO BIOTHE
OCO3HaHHOE M 00yMaHHOe pelieHue. Thl 1J1a Ha OUTBY, yXke rOTOBasi yOMBaTh, a HE 3alUIIATHCS.

AJniekprc HUYero He OTBETHJIA: HAaBepHOE, OeccMepTHasl Bee ke Obia mpaBa. PaHbliie 1eBovka
HE CMOTpeJIa Ha KapTUHY C APYTOil CTOPOHBI.

— Tak 3auem TbI ipunLIa?

— Dnnana, — OBICTPO MPOM3HECTa OHA U TYT K€ MPHUHSIACH CIeIUTh 3a peakimeil AHHbL. Ta,
BUIHO, XOPOILLO NIOHMMAJIa, B YeM JeJ10. — Ara, Bbl 3HaeTe.

— Ha, 3Hato0, pazymeetcs. Tak Bcerga mpoUCXOIUT, KOraa O6CCMEPTHOTO paHsAT BEHEPUAHCKON
cTasiplo. Buauib 7, s ApakoHa He JaeT CBOPAuMBaThCsl KPOBH, HO KPOBb B Telle OECCMEPTHOTO —
JIMIIb YacTh OTHSI, M 3a4aCTyl0 OHA BHITEKAeT BCs ObICTpee, YeM siji ycreBaeT A0OpaThes 10 ovara
riamenu B ceparie. eno B ayie. Ceituac mymia Dinaas Omyxaaet 1o BeeneHHOM, Mex 3Be3]1 JalieKO
OT HAac, U YeM Jajbllle OHA YXOOMT, YeM OOJbIle CIYIIAeT 3Be3/bl, TEM cjlabee OroHb B ee Cepalle.
Korna xe ee cectpbl 3aTsHYT Haillero BepxoBHOIo rvsibia OKOHYATeNIbHO, TO €€ JyIly MOITIOTUT Tem-
Hoe HAWro, U TeJIO CrOpUT HaBCEraa.

AJleKkpyc 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK C KakK/I0U CEKYH/ION pyILIATCs €e HaJIexkIbl, HO He OTCTynaa:

— Ho Beap BbI ke orons xu3Hu! Bel Beb MOXeTe BbUICUHUTH €€ Tesl0, OOHOBUTH €TO.

— Mory, KOHU€HO, HO 4TO TOJIKY, €CJIH 5] s HEeUTpam30BaTh He cMory. [a u ecau Obl ObLIO
TaKOe CPEeICTBO, — HAKOHEL| IPOU3HECA OHA, U B Tojoce AHHBI CIIBIIANACH YK€ HECKpblBaeMasi
ropeub, — Tl AyMaelllb, TI0UYeMy HHKTO He BOCKpelaeT MepTBbiX? BepHy s eil Teso, U 4To ¢ Toro?
Benp 1100011 13 HaC — 3TO HE MPOCTO JKUBOE MSICO, & TO, YTO TOPUT BHYTPHU. S MOTY 1aTh )KU3Hb TPYILY,
HO yIIy sl He BepHY. D10 Mor Obl caenars b Co3zatens, 1a ¥ TO ellie BOIPOC, Beb Mbl CTAaHO-
BUMCSI TEMH, KTO MBI €CTb, HE TIPH POKACHUM CaMOU I, a JIMIIIb IPOXO/Isl Yepe3 BCe UCIIBITAHNUS,
KOTOpbIe HaM BbINIaJK. He TONbKO JaHHBINA OT POKAEHUS XapaKTep, HO BECh KU3HEHHBIN MyTh, BECh
Halll YHUKQJIBHBIM ONBIT — 3TO Aylua. Thl CMOXelb BEpHYTh Bce 310 Diutane? Eciu atoro He cmor
chenaTh B TOT ieHb Jaske Co3aaresib, Koraa noTepsil Ty, KOTOPYIO JIOOWII U KOTOPYIO Thl, MEX/Y TPO-
YKMM, CTEpJIa C JIMLA 3eMJIH. ..

— Ha-na, cacn6o, 4TO HATIOMHWIIM, a TO f YK€ TMOUYTH 3a0buia, YTO 51 HATBOpWJIA, U AyMmaJa,
OyITO MOTy HauaTh HOBYIO *KH3Hb, — C HAKMMOM TiepeOria IeBOYKa AHHY, U Ta YAUBJIEHHO, IOYTH
C JKQJIOCTBIO YCTaBUJIaCh Ha Hee.

— Tsl HE cMOKelTb AOJITO CEPAKUBATH CBOIO MpUpoAy, Asekc. PaHo nim no3gHoO oHa BeIpBETCS
Hapy’Ky, HO TOTJIa YJapyT IO BCEM HaM CUJIbHEe, YeM eciv Obl Thl TPOCTO CTasla TOW caMoi YepHoit
Mam6o0ii.

— OTKyga BaM 3HaTh 0 MOe npupoze? — CKBO3b 3yObl mporieauia Ajutekpuc. — Camu ckazamu:
KaX[Jasi IMYHOCTh — 3TO MPEXK/IE BCEr0 YHUKAIBHBIN OMBIT, TAK OTKYJa BaM 3HATh O MOeM?

— Tol Tupo, — npocto orBetmiia AHHa Mapus. — TBOI OrOHb TOPUT, JIMILb TIOKA B MUPE €CThb
XOTh OfIHA BOWHA, U TYT YK HMYETrO He Tofiesaelib. Tl 1100 XOUellb )KUTh 1 )KUBEIb 32 CYEeT BOWHBI,
MO0 XOYelllb CIeNaTh MUP JIydlle H. ..

Annexpuc norynuia B3misa: AHHa Mapust BHOBb Obliia aOcomoTHO mpasa. U Bee ke cTomno
nonpoOoBaTh.

— $1 npumy 3TO K CBEAEHUIO, — HAKOHELl KMBHYJ/Ia OHA M 3alyMYMBO BbIIIUIA U3 LLIATpa.
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V3ke BepHYBIINMCH B OUOIMOTEKY U JIUCTast 0e3 0cOOO0M LIesIN CTapble CTPAHUIIB KHUTH, IEBOYKA
MoH#AJIa, YTO HA YM en IMPUXOOIUT TOJIBKO OJHO PECHICHUE: HAAO0 OBLIIO B3ATH CIIMCOK CAMBIX CHJIBHBIX
MPOTUBOSIININA U JIETaTh MO BCEM IIIaHETaM, IJJe OHU MOIJIM ObITh. AJUIEKpHUC TOTYac ke Opocuiach
K CTOHKE C KapTaMH: HayaThb OHa HamepeBaiach UMeHHO ¢ Ponupun, niaaHeTsl AHHB Mapuu.
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I'JIABA 4

BPEMSA JEVUCTBOBATD

Bepnynacsk Jlepoii B KOMHaTy 10BOJIbHO paHo. OHa yxe oTaaia Pakcy 3agaTok, KOTOpbI TOT
NIepBBIM €JI0M NMOTpeOOBasl, U Ternepb coOMpanach MOPHIThCA B mepenucke Diuiaasl ¢ [Ipomereem
PoHrxom, 4to6s! OBITH HEMHOTO B KypCe TOTO, 4TO ITPOUCXOAUT BO JBOpIe. [leBouka ycTasio rmpucena
Ha KpOBaTh: XOTb CETOJHS 3a JIeHb MOYTH He OBbUIO MPOMCIIECTBHIA, OHa YyBCTBOBAJIACh cedst abco-
JIIOTHO BBIMOTaHHOM. JKenaHus «zienarhb Jiesa» He ObUIo, XOTeJIOCh ITPOCTO Jieub TPSIOYKOH MOJ ofe-
SJI0 M JIeKaTh, JIeKaTh TaM HECKOJIBKO JHE, mpuxoas B cedst. Kro xke 3Hai, 4To BooOIIe BOBMOXKXHO
HACTOJIBKO MOPAJIBHO YCTaTh. JIepoii, abCOMOTHO OMyCTOIIeHHAS], TOCH/IENA eIlle HEMHOTO, OeCLIeSIbHO
IS5 B CTEHy, a IOTOM TOJIOIIIA K 3epKaJTy: IJIalll, KOHEYHO, TPEKPACHO CKPHIBAJI €€ BHEITHOCTb,
HO OBLT 5KYTKO HEYJOOHBIM.

[MosTomy OHa HarlenuIa MpeJBapUTEIbHO «B3STOE HAIIPOKAT» U3 KOMHATHI ['aMMBI HEUTO Bpofie
KaIoIIIoOHa C YaYBaHOM, KOTOPBIM KPEINKO CTATMBAJICS Ha Iiee, Tak uTo BeTpa Apro-Popra Gomnblie
HE MOIVIM pacKphITh ee Mackapal. Cienom Jlepoii Hajiena NIMPOKKE IapoOBaphl, a 3aTeM JJIMHHYIO
pybaxy M mepyaTkd, 4yToObl HEBOMOXKHO OBLJIO YBHJETh HM €JUHON OTKPBHITOW 4YacTH Tenma. Tak
MOCMOTPHIIb — ¥ 0ObIYHAsE UCKpa. JJoBONbHAS OO0, OHA BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI X OO/IPO 3aXJIOMHYJIA
3a coOOl MAaCCHMBHYIO TO30JIOYEHHYIO JBEpb: TENeph ABUraThcsl ObUIO ropasio ynoOHee. [leBouka
Oerom HarpaBWJIach K AJUIEKPUC, PEIIUB, YTO Ta, BO3ZMOXXHO, CMOXET MOMOYb il pa3o0parbcs
B Oymarax u npuayMmarh iad. Tonbko ceifuac Jlepoil 3ameTria, 4To Terneph CKadyeT MO XaOTUYHO
TUIABAIOIIMM B BO3JyXe MPaMOPHBIM IUIaT()opMaM Kak HacTosuMi rmpodeccronan. BosMoxHo, oHa
He Tak yX U Oe3zfapHa! DTo BCelssio HaAexky, a IOTOMY JIeBOYKAa HAPOYHO Hayasla BBIMOIHATH KaK
MOXHO O0JIee CJIOKHBIE TIPBIKKH, OJ1aro J1axe ecim Obl KTO-TO U3 OECCMEPTHBIX U BEpHYJICS Ha ApTO-
®opT, TO MAaHC BCTPETUTD UX ObLIT HEBEJHK.

OkazaBIuch y iBepell B KOMHATy NoApyry, Jlepoil o npuBbluKe BoILIa O€3 CTyKa M 3acTaja
Auexpuc npsiMO cpesii pa30pOCcaHHbIX Ha KPOBATH BeIlel, KOTOpbIE Ta OBICTPO coOMpaa B MOXO/-
HYIO CyMKY. [leBOYKa HACTOPOKEHHO 3aCThUIa B ABEPSIX, OIVISIbIBAsI BAJISIONIAECS TYT U TaM KapThl.
Benepranka Toxe 3acTblIa, HCITyTaHHO ¥ BUHOBATO IJIsi/is B IM1a3a Jlepoii, Kak BOp, MOWMaHHbIN TPy
kpaxe. Hacrpoenue, KoTopoe HEMHOTO YJTyUIIHIIOCH TTOCIE pa3roBopa ¢ Pakcom, CHOBa OIyCTHIIOCh
10 OTMETKH «XYKe HEeKy/Ia».

— Yro TyT npoucxoaut? — HaKOHel codpasiachk ¢ MbIcsiMuU JIepoid, ¢ TpyoM yaepxkuBas u 6e3
TOTO HATSIHYTHIE JI0 TIpeJiesia HePBbI OT TOTO, YTOOBI HE 3aKaTUTh UCTEPHKY. — Kyna Tl coOpasack, a?

— d... — I'maza Tupo-miaamiedt Oerany MO KOMHATe B TOKMCKax ompaBaaHus. — 51 mpocTto
pemmia. .. — OHa CIJIOTHYJIA, TOHUMAs, YTO IpaBly FTOBOPUTL HU B KOEM Cllydae Hesb3s. — ] xorena
MOKMCKaTh IPOTUBOSIKE OT TOM CTaJIM, YTOOBI B Ipyrou pas... Hy, Tel noHsna. MHe Hazo Oyaer yiTtu
Ha BpeMs.

— Yro 3a Open TH Hecemb? — [leBouka cpa3y 3amMeTHsIa, YTo nojapyra JukeT. — [IportuBosius
HE CYILECTBYET.

— Jlepoii, gaBail yecTHO, — MPOAOJIKAIA KAK MOXKHO IIPaBIoNoio0Hee BpaTh JEBOYKA. — Y HUX
TYT He 0cO00 B MoYeTe HayKa, TaK YTO OHU HE MOTYT 3HATh HUYETO O TIPOTHBOSIHSIX.

— He-e-er, neno He B aToM. — ['onoc Jlepoii apoxat, a ria3a 3a ByaJiblo IPE3pUTEIbHO TPUILLY-
pumnck. — Tol ipocto crpycmina! Xouenb, MoAkaB XBOCT, cOexkaTh 0OpaTHO Ha 3eMTio, Kak U Bce
oCTaJIbHbIe pa3z0ekaanch Mo KoposeBcTBaM, Tak? Tebe Beb HUKoOrAa TyT He HpaBuiioch! Tak?

— Yr0? D10 51-TO Open Hecy? — onemmia AJJIEKPHC, YyBCTBYsI, YTO ceiyac rpsiHeT oyps. — A
KTO YTOJHO, HO HE TPYC, s Obl HUKOT/Ia HE CTajla IIPOCTO MTHOPUPOBATh MPOOIEMbl U HUKOT/IA — U ThI
00 TOM 3Haelb — HUKoraa Obl TeOst He Opocual
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— Hy na, xoHeuHo! — JleBouka MoyTu copBajlach Ha KpUK. — VIMEHHO No3TOMY TYT BCe 3TU
KapThl, MPOBU3KS U Tak fanee. [IporuBosiaue oHa uier! [la kak TeGe He CTHIIHO TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM
ceiivac, koraa... Trl mpocTo Opocuiib MeHs ceituac? YBuzena, CKoIbKo oT Tedst mpodiiem, u Bee? la
eciu Obl B TOT JIEHb Thl ¥ TBOM OTEI] He Hanaiv Ha Pukoan. ..

— OH mHe He otel. Jlepoi, Tel ceffuac He B ceOe, — MOMBITaTach BO33BaTh K 3[PaBOMY CMBICTY
noipyru Asuiekpuc. — He Hao roBOpUTh TO, O YeM TMOTOM TOKaJIeelllb. YCIIOKOUCS, PUIU B ceds,
a MOTOM MBI C TOOOH BCe. ..

— Hy u karuch otciona! — He cTaja jaxe ciymarh Ta. — beru 7oMoit, K cBoeid MaMouKe, eCliy,
KOHEYHO, THl efi eme HyxHa! §1 cama cripaBiiocs! — M OHa, ONIyIIMTENHHO XJIOMHYB JIBEPBIO, BIOE-
’Kaja U3 KOMHATHI.

AJNIeKpHC Tak M OCTaJIach CTOSITh B TEMHOTE, BHITAPAIIMB I71a3a. «YTO 3TO ObLIIO BOOOIIE?» —
XOTeJIOCh CIPOCUTh B ImycToTy. C OIHOM CTOPOHBI, OHA He 3/miach Ha Jlepoi, Bejb Mocje Mnorepu
Dnaael Ta 3HATHO ClIeTesa C KaTyIleK, HO ¢ JIPYroi — Tak OOMIHO OBLIO CIIBIIIATH BCE 3TO, 0COOSHHO
TocJie TOro, Kak OHa MOMOIVIa B HelaBHel OuTBe. [leBouka xotena ObUIO caesaTh ITyOOKHiM BIOX
Y TIPOJIOJKUTH TOTOBUTHCS K MyTeIecTBHI0 Ha Ponupuio, HO TYT BCe €€ TeJI0 CKOBAJT B3SIBIIMKCS
U3 HUOTKY/IA yKac.

Annekpuc ynana Ha TMOJ M MHCTUHKTHBHO TIPHIKAJach CITMHOW K CTEHe: Ka3ajoch, BOT-BOT
HEUTO CTpaIllHOe HamajeT Ha Hee c3aau. To ObUla BHe3arHas MaHWuyeckass ataka. OHM M paHblle
MYYHJIH ee, elle Ha 3emJyie, HO TIOTOM Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMs OTCTYIWJIM, U BOT OmsATh. [leBouka
KOPOTKO, CAABJIEHHO JBIIIaja, O0sCh AaKe OTKPHITh IJ1a3a U MOCMOTPETh, YTO TAUTCSI B TEMHOW KOM-
Hate. VI He ObUIO PSIOM HUKOTO, KTO MOT Obl YCIIOKOUTh. Tak MPOIIAIOCh OKOJIO MUHYTHI, & IOTOM
CTpax MOCTENEHHO OTCTYNWI, M AJUIEKPUC HAKOHEI] CMOIJIA OTKPBITh I71a3a M OTAbIIaThCs. Kaxapiii
pa3, Korja HaAYMHAJICS TAKOU MPUCTYII, JEBOYKA OUIyIIaJla HECYIIECTBYIOIINIA TsKETbIA CIaaKoBa-
THIH 3aMax, YyBCTBOBAJIA TOIIHOTY M BUZENA Y ce0sl B TOJIOBE Pa3Hble KAPTUHKHU, HACTOIBKO XKUBBIE,
CJIOBHO BCE 3TO W MpaBja MpoUCXoauio Koraa-to. Ho ceifuac oHa Bujiesia HEUTO BIIOJHE peabHOe,
a IMEHHO TO y)KaCHOE poraroe CyIIecTBO M3 KpacHoro 3aia. Yept ee nepHy: 3aidtH Tyaa! Jlepoii Beapb
TOBOPUMJIA, YTO TYJa HUKTO HE MOT JJaKe IIary CTYIHTh, IOYeMY ke ee 3TO CYIIECTBO MyCTUJIO?

Hecmotps Ha TO 4TO HOrM OATrMOAIUCh, TEBOUYKA 3acTaBuIIa ce0sl BCTaTh U OBICTPO 3AIUXHYTh
OCTaBIIMeCs Bely B paHel. Ponupusi, Cyasi o KHATaM, ObUTa MPOXJIAJAHBIM MECTOM, TaK YTO HE0O-
XOAMMBI OBUTH TeTUIble Bet . M1 MHOTO, MHO20 KapT, YTOOBI He 3a0JIyIUTHCS U TIPHJIETETh Ty/la He3a-
MEUEeHHOM. AJUIEKPUC TSKENIO B3IOXHY/IA U TIpUCeNa TI0 CTapod TPaJWIMY Ha Mapy CEeKyHI Ha Kpo-
BaThb. «Hy, mopa...» W neBouka OBICTPHIM YBEPEHHBIM I1arOM BBIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

i S

Tem BpemeneM Jlepoii ycrniena, cama TOro He OCO3HaBasi, 100exaTh 10 KabuHeta BepxoBHOTO
TWIbJA U, TPEPHIBUCTO JbIIIIA, OCTAHOBWJIACH TIOCpeau KOMHaThL. [la, oHa oOemana Apry Oosbliie
HE XO/IUTH CI0JJa, & COCPEIOTOUMThCS Ha JIIO/ISIX BOKPYT Hee, HO Bee 9TO ObUIO BbIIE ee CHJl. [JeBouka
HE ITIA A 3aKpbljla ABEPb B KOMHATY SJIJIa[[bI, IJTIOXHYJIACh 3a MMUCbMEHHBIN CTOJI U BMECTO TOrO, ‘{TO6LI
pa3Oupars Oymaru, yTKHy/Iach JOOM B IIEpIIaBOE, HEJIAKUPOBaHHOE AepeBo. BommeOHoro Tymana
Apra ceiiyac He ObLIO, U IJIaKaTh Jlepoii He MorJia, a TOTOMY OHA MPOCTO OOJIE3HEHHO 32)KMYPHJIIACH
¥ 3aKpbUIa TOJIOBY pyKamH, Kak OyATO 3aluiaiack ot yero-to. Hy moyemy tax, noueMmy oHa OIHOTO
3a IpyTuM TepsieT Apy3eii u Coro3HUKOB? Jlaxke TeX, KTo, Ka3aJaoch, ObUT C Hell Bceraa M HUKaK He MOT
npeaats? JKenaHue KOro-to criacaTh WJIM 3alMINATh CHOBA Mponaio, HO Jlepoi MBICIEHHO THYJIa
ce0s1 ¥ TIOHS1IA TOJIOBY.

Ha nucemMeHHOM CTOJIe, IO CTOpOHAM KOTOPOTO TOPEJIo 1o (pakeTy-cBeue ¢ HeOOMBbIIMMHU OYa-
ramMm OrHs MaHTI/I, Hapuia MOJIHBIA XaoC. BCIOIIy BAJIAJIMCh TTOPBAHHBIC CBUTKH, PACKPOLICHHBIC
rpudes ¥ HOKHU Ul MX 3aTOYKH. DJulajia sIBHO He ObUa 0OpaslioM TMOpsiiKa, W BCE Ke Cpeau
MHOTOYHMCJICHHBIX Oymar He HaIlUIoCh U OJHOW, OTJAJIeHHO HAIIOMUHABIIECH MEPENVCKy C OTPSIOM
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MSATEKHUKOB-0OPOBOJIBIEB. JIepoil yxe laxe paccopTHpoBasia BCE JIUCTHI O KaTeropusiM, HaYMHasI
OT 3aKa30B M 3aKaHYMBAsl YEPHOBUKAMH, IJle HACTABHUIIA MAIIMHAJIBHO MPOCTO PHCOBAJA KapaKyJIH.
JleBouKa yxe HaYMHaJIa 3JIMThCS: TIOUEMY HUKTO B CBOE BpeMsl He TIOCBSITUII €€ B XOJ] 9TOr0 MsiTexa?
XOTb CJIOBO, XOTh MO3HAKOMUJIU OBl €€ C reposiMH-I00POBOJIBIIAMH, XOTh YTO-HUOYIB! A Terepb,
KOTJja BCe TMOIIUIO He IO IJIaHYy, KOrJa OTPsi JIMIIUIICS CBOETo eJMHCTBEHHOTO NpeaBoauTels, Jlepoit
BBIHY’K/IEHA YIpalInBaTh KaKMX-TO «JIEBBIX» COJJIATUKOB TepeaaBarh cBeneHus [Ipomereio u ak-
THYECKHM HAYMHAThH BCE CHavasIa.

JleBouKa yrepnach pyKaMu B IONOOPOIOK M OT HEUETO JIeNIaTh IPUHSIIACH M3YYaTh COACPKUMOE
kaOuHeTa. PaHbllle eil He JOBOOWIIOCH ellle KOMaThes B Bemax BepxoBHoro rubiaa. Jlepoii mooue-
PEIHO C IITyMOM BBIIBUTAJIA SIIIMKU M PaclaxyBajia CKPUIISIIE CTBOPKH MKA(OB B HAJEK]IE HAUTH
HEUTO MOJIe3HOE WM XOTs Obl MHTepecHoe. Ha ria3a el nonanach crpanHasi Bemuiia. Bepree, cpenu
MHOXECTBA TPUCIIOCOOIEHUI OeCCMEepPTHBIX OHAa, BO3MOXHO, OblJIa M HE CAaMOU CTPaHHOM, HO JeJI0
B TOM, YTO HEUTO TMOXOXKee JeBOUKa BHJesa U y ceOs1 B KomHate. To Oblia KOpOTKask pyKOsITh, HAMO-
MUHaBIIAs1 HEOOJBIIYIO FAHTENb, HA KaXJOM KOHIIE KOTOPOU OBLIO MO KPYIMHOMY MOJIYTPO3PAYHOMY
royooMy IIapy ¢ HACTOSIIIIMMU MOJTHUSIMUA BHYTpH. Takas ke «raHtesibka» B KoMHaTe Jlepoii Oblia
30JI0TOM, a Iapbl MPEACTABIIN co00N HeOobIMe MoAeabku Beenennoit ¢ Pukiamom B meHTpe.
Uro 6s1 310 MOTJI0 OBITH? CripocHTh He Y Koro. He Haiiis orBeTa, Jlepoii mosiokuia pyKosiTh HA MECTO
¥ TIOZIONIUIA K OJJTHOMY M3 IBYX OKOH, 32 KOTOPBIMH YK€ 32)KUTAJIUCh MepBbie 3Be3bl. CTpOro roBops,
31ech, B iMniepun, aske THEM MOYTH Ha Kask/I0M TIaHEeTe MOKHO ObUIO YBUIIETh 3BE3/IbI Ha HeOe, Tak
OJIM3KO OHM PACTIONAraIiCh APYT K APYTY, HO HOYBIO T€ CTAHOBUJIMCh OCOOEHHO SIPKUMH U MepLiajiu
Pa3HBIMU LIBETAMH.

Kaxk e Bce-Taku el XOTeJIOCh CTaTh YaCcThio ITOrO MHpa He Ha CJIOBax, a o-Hactosiiemy! Bre-
3aITHO TMOSIBUJIOCH OCTPOE JKeJIaHHWe y3HATh MOOOJBIE O CBOEW UCTOPUM: KeM OblT Mutpar u3 mpo-
1u10ro? BeljT 1M OH XOTh YeM-TO IMOX0Xk Ha Hee Mo xapakTtepy? Koneuno, Jlepoii ciblinasa ot Druiaipl,
YTO npoIioe BoruiomeHne Co3uaresis CIaBUIOCh KalTPU3HBIM M BCIIBUTBYMBBIM XapaKTEPOM, HO Be[lb
JOJIKHO ke OBLIIO UTO-TO OBITh Y HEro 3a Aymoi. BuOnmoTeky Kak MICTOUHHMK MH(pOpMAIIMY OHa OTMea
cpaszy xe: TaM ObUIH TOJIBKO opuIirasbHbIe 3anvck. Ho ocTaBanucs elne qpeBHME THEBHUKY B I0JMHE,
B KOTOPBIX MTUCAJI CaMH OeccMepTHbIE. BhITh MOXET, B CBOEM IPOIIJIOM OHA HAlJeT OTBET Ha IJIaB-
HBII BOTIPOC: T/Ie el UCKaTh B ceOe CUJIbl?

[NonpaBimmch UCKYIIEHUIO, IEBOYKA OTIPABMJIACH B MOKMHYTYIO BCEMH TOCTIE OUTBBI IONMHY.
B ol yacTy riaHeTsl JOJKHO OBUTO CKOPO HACTYMHUTH YTPO, HO MeX (PhOPIOB BCe elIle Iapujia TeM-
HoTa. CTapasich OTOrHATh BOCTIOMUHAHUSI, CBS3aHHbBIE C STUM MECTOM, OHA CTPEJION yIuia Mo BOAY,
CJIOKUB KPBUTbsl HA MaHep MUKHUPYIOIIEro cokoa. Ha Mur BosiHast ToIIa 3aryImia Bce TOCTOPOH-
HUE 3BYKH, TOJIbKO MEPEIIUIICS T/Ie-TO COBCEM PsIOM B TEMHOM 3aJIMBE Uei-TO TUXUH IIIETIOT, & 3aTeM
Jlepoii, kKak W Bcerga 371ech ObIBAJIO, OIJTYIIMJI PEB BOIOIAA, CJIOBHO CITYCKAIOUIErocs B JOJHMHY
npsiMo ¢ Hebec.

JleBouKa mpu3eMIIIIach Ha Kpaio NocesIeH s, CTPsIXHYyJIa ¢ ceOsi Boay U orfisiaenack. Ene mapy
JHEHN Ha3aj 3TO MECTO Ka3ajoch el IBETYIIUM paeM, IJe KakIblil Beuep cCOOUpaCh Y KOCTpa BCe
OeccMepTHBIE M PAacCKa3blBaIM JIETeH b 0 cBoeM mponuioM. Ho ceiiyac, Koraa JOMHUKY TyCTOBaJIH,
JBEPH HEKOTOPBIX OBUIH B CIIEHITKE OCTABJICHBI PACTIAXHYTBIMH, 2 U3 HOYHOM POIIH TO U JEJI0 JOHOCH-
JIMCh Pa3HbIe 3BYKH, BCE TYT HABOAWJIO Ha JIEBOUKY yxkac. ITycTble OKHa XMKHMH, pa30pocaHHbIe Apa-
TOLIEHHBIE KAMHH PSIJIOM C pa30MTON Yallel AJisi OTHsl, Pa3pOCIIecs 3a Mapy JAHel 10 HEBEPOSTHIX
pa3MepoB 1BeThl AHHBI Mapuy — BCe HallOMHMHAJIO O Tpareauu. KTo 3HaeT, MoxeT ObiTh, U B MPO-
LUIBIA pa3 AOJIMHY MOKMHYJIM U3-3a MIOXOXKEHN KaracTpobl.

Jlepoii mpubnu3uiack K TOMUKY BepXxOBHOTO TUJIbAA U TUXO, KaKk OyATO OOSICh CITYyTHYTh KOTO-
TO, CKOJIb3HYJIa BHYTpb. TeMHo u mycto. Llypsich B KOMHarte, r/ie eAMHCTBEHHBIM UCTOYHUKOM CBETA
ObLIIO ee COOCTBEHHOE CBEUEHHE, IEBOYKA HAKOHEI] pasIiisijiesia MojKy ¢ JHEBHUKAaMU U, He Tepsisi Bpe-
MeHH, HarpaBuiach Tyaa. He ycriena Jlepoil mogymath 0 TOM, YTO MU TAKOM OCBEIIEHUH HE MOXKET
YHUTaTh, KaK TOTYAC K€ y €€ MPABOro Iieya 3aropesicsl TOT CaMblid MaJIeHbKHI 3eJIeHbI maprk. Bos-
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HUKAJIO OIIyIIeHKe, YTO 3Ta HepOKACHHAs IyIla TaK WM MHaYe CUMIIATU3MPOBaa e U Beceraa npu-
XOMJIa Ha TIOMOIIIb.

— XOTb Thl MEHsI HE TIOKU/IaeIllb, — YABIOHYIach JIepoii mapuKy U, MPUCEB 3a CTOJI, YIyOuIach
B uTeHHe. TOT paoCTHO MUTHYJT M YCITYKJTMBO MPHOIM3UIICS K CTPAHUIIAM, 03apsisi UX CBOUM TETLUTHIM
3eJIeHbIM CHSIHAEM.

Ho B crenyromyio cekynay Jlepoii eapa He moceziena OT cTpaxa, OTOMY 4TO B yIJTy KOMHATHI
YTO-TO 3allleBeIWIOCh. [leBoUKa 3amMepria, He CBOIS I3 C Ky4d TPSIOK, KOTOpbIe cHavyasa IIeBe-
JIUJTMCh OYeHb MEJIEHHO, a TIOTOM Havyall KOMOIMIUThCS Bee ObicTpee. M B TOT MOMeHT, Korna oec-
CMepTHasl yxe ObUla TOTOBA C BOILISIMU BBIOEKATh U3 JOMHKA, 320bIB IPO THEBHUKH, U3-TI0]] TOHKOTO
OTCBIPEBIIIETO OfiesiIa BHICYHYJIACh 3HAKOMAs PblKasl MaKyIIKa.

— BenbyoHOK! — ¥ ¢ obneryeHueM, u ¢ JOCaa0i BOCKJIMKHY/IA AeBOUYKA. — Thl HAITyraa MeHsl.

— IIpoctu, — THx0 OypkHY!1 BuTepH, yqOoCTOBEpUBIIMCH, KTO TIepe]] HUM, M TOIUIEJICS TTPOYb
13 KOMHATHI.

Jlepoii 3ameTunia, KAKMM CepbIM ceidac ObUIO0 OOBIYHO BECENIOe M PyMSHOE JIMIIO MAJTBUMIIKH.

— A 4ero Thl TyT A€Jaellb, Ha MOJy, B 9TOU IPA3HON TPsAIKe? — MOMbITANACh Ka3aTbCsl HETIPH-
HYX/IEHHOW OHa, XOTS U I0raJIbIBajIach, B 4eM JeJIO.

HagepHoe, ona HagaBuia Ha OOJILHOE, TOTOMY YTO B CJISAYIOILYIO CEKYH/1y BUTEpH BCXIMITHYIT:

— A rie MHe ertie ObITh? A1kl OOJTBIIIE HET, AJIEKC KyJa-To rojieBajiack, ['aMmma yieresna — HIKOTO
HeT. — OH OTABIIAJICS U elle TpoMue MPOAOIKIIT: — B 31aHnu BosKa MmycTo, JOMOM JIeTeTh AajieKo
Y CTpAIITHO, CIIaTh OAHOMY CTPAIIHO. 5l HUKOMY He HyXeH!

C kaxgpM ero cioBoM Jlepoil Bce GoJbliie MaHMKOBAJIA: OHA HUKOTJA HE JIaauia ¢ AeTbMU
Y TIOHATHUS HE UMeJIa, KaK MX YCIIOKauBaTb.

— Ho novemy T He mpuines1 Ko MHe? — YIUBJIEHHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— A Tebs ToXe CerofiHsl HOUblo B KOMHATe He ObUTO! — COBEpIIEHHO OOMKEHHO BOCKJIMKHYII
ToT. — A Knap ckasain, 4ro 3aHAT. BoT.

Jlepoii ycrano B3JOXHY/a ¥ IIOMaHWIIa MaJIbia K cede.

— Beewm ceituac Tsxesno, BuTt, — nomnbitanack HailTH B ceOe MOIXOASIINE CJIOBA OHA, HO BCKOPE
TMIOHS1JIA, YTO M CaMa OTYAasIach U HE MOXKET MPUTBOPATHCA. — Tede Hy)KHO HayuuThCsl caMoOMy O ceOe
3a00TUTBCA. — Bujisi, 4TO MabuMK CHOBA Havasl OOMKEHHO IIMBITaTh HOCOM, AE€BOYKA OBICTPO cMe-
HWIA TeMy: — Tak mouemMy Thl OOMIIIbCS CTIaTh OOUH?

ToT HeonpeneaeHHO MoK IJIeYaMH.

— 51 HUYero He MOMHIO U3 MPOIIUION KU3HH, TOJBKO PACcCKa3bl CIBIIAN, — Ha4al OH, — HO UHO-
ra MPUXOIAT Kak Obl BujieHUs. U 1 BUKY MOC/IEIHUE CEKYH bl MOCH JKU3HU, 51 BUKY AJIJIEKpUC, ee
KpacHbIE 171432, € OKPOBABJICHHBIE KOT'TU M KJIBIKY. .. VI OHa Takas 37as ¥ cTpaiHas!

[Tpu ynomunanum o6 Ajutekpuc Jlepoit HeIOBOIBHO TIOMOPIIWIACH: TIOCIIE HeIaBHEW CCOpBI
OHa U CJIBIIIATh O HEl He XOTeJa.

— Ho Teneps oHa Bellb He Takasi, BEpHO?

— BepHo. [ 1 noapysxuics ¢ Hel, TOTOMY 4TO HaJlesiicsl, YTo O0sIThCs iepectany. M oHa oueHb
xopormas, npaeaa. [IpocTuts st ee Mory, HO He 3a0bITh.

Jlepoii B3oxHyna 1 3agymMaiach Ha mapy MUHYT. He Mora e oHa cyTkamu cuaeth ¢ Burtep-
HOM: BpPEMEHH y Hee Ha 3TO He ObUIO, [1a ¥ YIOBOJIbCTBUE HAXOAMIIAa B 9TOM COMHHTENbHOE. MasbuuK,
pelmB, OYEBUIHO, YTO Pa3rOBOP OKOHYEH, CHOBA XOTeJ BBITH M3 JOMHKA, HO TYyT Ha yMm Jlepoii
MIpUIILIA Ujiesl.

—Iloronu-ka, — OKJIMKHYJIA €ro OHa. — JTa Ayllia napy pas cracaja MeHsi oT TeHu. — OHa ykazana
Ha BUCSIIIME PSAIOM IIApHK. — XOuelllb, OHA OyJeT oxpaHsTh Teds1? — JleBouka yMossiionie KuBHYJIa
IAPUKY, ¥ TOT MUTOM TiepeMecTiIcsS K Butephy.

— CepbesHo? — obpanoascs Maibii. — Criacu6o.

— U BepHuCh B 31aHMe, OKATYHCTa, — YABIOHYIach Jlepoii, CHOBa BO3Bpalasich K JHEBHUKY. —
Tam Terio, cyxo u 6e301acHo.
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— JlaHO, — IPOTSIHYJI OH ¥ B COMPOBOJK/ICHUH ITTAPUKA BHIOSKA HA YJIHILY.

Jlepoii oOneryeHHO B30XHY/IA U BepHYJIach K JHeBHUKY. [IpaBaa, Teneps pa3odpark, 4To TaM
HAMMCaHO, CHOBA HE MPEACTAaBIISIOCh BO3MOXKHBIM. OJJHAKO B CIIEAYIONTUI MUT PSIIOM 3aXKercs Jpy-
rOf IApUK, TOJBKO OpaHXkeBbId. [leBouka 3axJjionaia ria3amu, IJs/s Ha HE3HAKOMIIA.

— C-crnacu60, — mpoOopMoTajia OHa U OTBepHYJIachk. M yero atu nymm ee npecnienyior? Hasep-
HO€, HA/ICI0TCS, YTO B CJICAYIOIIMIA pa3 OHA IPUHECET B 3TOT MUP UMEHHO UX.

OnHa npocujena 10 3apy, O4YeHb MEIJIEHHO U aKKypaTHO NepeuCThiBas JPEBHUE CTPAHUIIbI.
Moxer, Tam ObUIO YIIOMHHAHHE O TOM, KaK el HallTh cBOW OoroHb? Hudero Takoro B JHEBHUKAX,
KOHEYHO e, He HallIOCh, HO 3aTO HAlUIOCh Koe-uto japyroe. Eciu Jlepoii cMoria moHSTh CTapblii
SI3BIK MTPABUJIBHO, TO HA OJHOM M3 TIEPBBIX CTPAHUI] CAMOW CTApPOi HA BUJI KHUTH OBUIO YIIOMUHAHKE
O TOM, YTO MUTpaT. .. TOBOPHUJI CO 3BE3JAMHU.

JleBouka, He Bepsl HAIMMCAHHOMY, JlaXe MOoTeplia ycTajlble 171a3a, HO HaJIUCh He U3MEHUJIACh.
ToBopu co 3Be3gamu? C TeMu 0OMaHYMBO KPACUBBIMHM OTHEHHBIMU CYIIECTBAMH, KOTOPbIE CBOUM
MICHUEM 3alyThIBAIM OECCMEPTHBIX M 3aBOAWJIM UX IYIIM B HEOBITHE, Ilie TeX Mmoxupano TemHoe
Nupuro? C Temu, y KOro He XBaTWJIO TaJlaHTA CTaTh YeM-TO OOJIBIIUM, YeM Oe3TMKUMU MasikaMH,
OeCKOHEYHOE KOJTMUYECTBO Pa3 MepepOkAAIONIMMUC W BEIyIMMHA OECCMBICIIEHHOE CYIIIECTBOBAHKE
B IyCTOTE B Hajiexk/ie Ha OecrieyHoro myTHUKa? BHe3armHo ayis cebst IeBOYKa XMBIKHYJIA: HA CaMOM
JeJie, e Tak TIOCMOTPETh, TO )KU3Hb OECCMEPTHBIX MAJIO YeM OTJINYaJIach OT KU3HU 3Be3/1. Bo Bes-
KOM CJIy4ae, 3a BCe TO BpeMsi, KOTOpoe OHa MpoBesia B Vimrniepuu, 1eBoUKa HU pa3y He YBUJeJa TOro
BeJIMUMs1 OOTOB, YTO BOCIIEBAJIM Pa3 3a Pa3oM CTaphie JICTCH/IbI.

JIHEeBHUK BepHYJICSA Ha MOJKY. Jlepoi 3Hala B XW3HM JIMIIbL OTHY 3Be3/ly U He rOToBa ObUia
MIOPOYMUTD MaMSATh O HEW Pa3roBOpPOM ¢ ApyruMu. Tem Oosiee YTo APYyro Takou yke He HalTH.
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I'JIABA 5

P OJINPUA

W3ydeHne KapThl COTPOBOKJATIOCH XJIONIAHEEM OYPBIX KPbLIbEB U OECTIPepPhIBHBIM OypUaHUEM.

— Cosparensp. .. Ara, kak xe! Pa3Be uTto cozaarens mpodneM u3 Bo3ayxa. — AJUIEKPHC MPUIILY-
prIack, MbITasCh pa300paTh CTapylo NOTEPTYIO HAMUCh Ha XPYIKOW OepecTe.

OnHo /1e710 — OOBIYHBIE KapThI IUTAaHET, I1e OPUEHTHPAMH BBICTYTIAIOT CEBEP U 10T, HO BOT KapThl
camoii iMnepun ObLIM HAMHOTO crokHee. UTOOBI MOJIb30BaThCsl MU, CJIEI0BANIO TIOCTOSIHHO CMe-
I11aTh MOJBM>KHBIE KOJIbIA HA OepecTe COITIACHO IMOJIOKEHUIO MOsICOB TUIaHeT U 3Be3]]. OpueHTupamu
ciyxunn Apro-Popt, neBAToe KOJbIO, COCTOSINEe MOTHOCTBIO U3 aCTEPOUIIOB, U ellle HeCKOJIBKO
OYeHb SIPKUX 3Be3/1. Ponmmprst HaXOIUIaCh C IPOTUBOIONOKHOM OT ApTo-PopTa CTOPOHBI Ha OTHOM
U3 KpaiiHMX IMOSICOB IIEHTPAIbHOM YacTH. VI3 caMbIX KpaTKHX 3aMETOK AJUIEKPHC YSICHIA, YTO B IIap-
ctBe AHHBI Mapuu eil IpUroauTCs Terias ofexkaa, KOTOPYIo JeBOUYKa YKe MPELyCMOTPUTENBHO CJIO-
KUJIa B IOXOJHYIO CYMKY.

— Tak-Tak, — mpodopmoTana oHa cede Mo HOC, CABUTrasi KOJIBLO COIJIACHO OJJHOMY U3 OpHEH-
THPOB — CUHEH TpoiHOM 3Be3zie KapTanbeHe, BOKpYTr KOTOPOH Bpalajiach MajeHbKas Oenasi iaHeTa
Capcan.

Jlasxe HeCMOTps1 Ha TO, YTO AJUIEKPHC JIeTeJa CO CKOPOCTBIO MBICJIH, OHA BCE PaBHO JABUTAJIACH
JOBOJIbHO MEJIJIEHHO, TIOTOMY KaK TeppUTOpHsI BOKPYT OblTa He3HakoMasi. MTak, ceffuac oHa B LieH-
TpaJIbHOH YacTu ViMmepun, a KpbUlbsl yKe Hauyaslkl yCTaBaTh.

JleBouKa TsKeNo B3JOXHYIA, a BEpHEe, OMBITAIaCh B3AOXHYTh, HO BMECTO 3TOTO JIUIIb OTKPBI-
BaJIa, KaK ppioa, poT. CKOJBKUX MPoOieM MOKHO ObUIO Obl M30e:kaTh, eciu Ol He Jlepoii! Asnekpric
y’Ke MBICJIEHHO IepeOrpaJia CIIMCOK TOTO, YTO MIMEHHO MOIIUIO He TaK U3-3a MOIPYTH, BUHS €€ BO BCEX
Oe/lax ¥ MOTUXOHbKY HauMHas HeHaBuaeTh. Ceituac Obl OHa yke moexaja ¢ MaMoi Ha MOpe U HUKO-
r71a Obl 1ae He CIIblIaa O BOWHE M He BUJENa COTeH cMepTell. [JleBouka 3a)kMypuiiach 1 CIJIOTHYIA
KOMOK B TOpJie, a IIOTOM TOCKJIMBO ITOCMOTpeJa Ty/a, Te AoKeH Obl1 ObiTh Miteunsiii [1yTs. Pykn,
Aep’kaBIlye JO 3TOro KapTy, caMu 1o cede ormycTriiuck. CoBCeM 4yTh-UyTh, M OHA Oblj1a Obl I0MA, TaM,
I7ie ee MoOAT U HaBepHsKa xkayT. Ho AJekprc ¢ HeBeJOMOM SIPOCTHIO CKajla KapTy, BOCKJIMKHYB:

— Yro6 Bam BceM ITycTo ObUIO! — M IBHHYJIACH B IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY, K Ponmupun.

B koHI1e KOHIIOB, D1az1a, Kakoi Obl OHa HU ObLIa, HE 3aCiTy’KWJjIa TAKOro npeareberBa. Pak-
THYECKH 3TO Obl1a ObI CMEPTH OT PYK TeX, 3a KOoro oHa 6oposnack. U korma AJiekprc HaieT IpoTH-
BOSIJIE, TOT/IAa-TO YK OHA COTPET YXMBUIKY C JIUI] 3THX IJIYTIbIX, BHICOKOMEPHBIX, IBYJTMYHBIX IAPHKOB.
U cnacer Jlepoii, KoHeuHO: Diaza OblIa, HABEPHOE, EIMHCTBEHHOM, KTO MOT 3TO CENaTh.

Cnycrst HeKOTopoe BpeMsl HemojaJleKy INMokasajach sipko-Oesiast 3Be3/a, KOTopas mpu Onu-
KaHIIeM PacCMOTPEHHH OKa3alach IUIAHETOH, COCTOSIIEH M3 OJHOW OOJNBIION MIBIOH Jibaa. Bor
OHO. AJUIEKPHC PUTOTOBMJIACH M U3 TIOCNICIHUX CHUJI pBaHYJIa BHU3, MOJISICh, YTOOBI CTPRKHUKH €€
He 3ameTryi. OHa 70 TOro pa3orHaiach, 4TO CO BCEr0 Maxy BieTelNa B Cyrpo0, MpoYepTHB MOJ CHe-
I'OM KPBUIbSIMH JIJTMHHYIO TIOJIOCY.

— AX THI X... — OIHIMH IryOaMy BbIJOXHYJIA JEBOYKA, BHIHBIPHYB M3 CKOBBIBAIOIIETO XOJIOIOM
CHEKHOTO MOKPOBA, ¥ MPUHSIACH OTIIETUISTH OBICTPO TaloIe KOMKH ¢ Jinna. Koxy Tordac ke 000-
KIJI0 yparanoM. [la yx, Tenepb-To Ta Hapa CBUTEPOB, UTO J0XKHUATUCH CBOETO Yaca B CYMKe, €€ TOUHO
HE CIIacyT.

Dorblie Ha MHTYMIMM, YeM peajbHO YTO-IMOO0 OLIymIasi, AJIEKPUC BHIYIMIA W3-TIOA CHEra
KapTy, CyHyJla €e B CyMKy M JOCTajia CJIeIyIOIIyI0, OMMCHIBAIONIYI0 MECTHOCTh camMoil Pomupun.
JleBouka mpuIy priack, IbITasich pa3o0parh B OypaHe XOTs Obl OIHY HaJIKUCh, HO TieTHO. Her, Tak
aeno He noizier. OHa paccepKeHHO CyHYJIa JIMCT 0OPaTHO U, pa3BEPHYBILUCH JIMLIOM K BETPY, BBITS-
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HyJIa pyKd Tiepe]; coOoi. 3HAKOMOE TEerIo Havyajo pacrlpoCTPaHAThCS OT Cepala 1Mo BceMy Temy,
COCYbI TIPUBBIYHO 3arOPENIUCh aJIbIM, HO B MOCIIEIHIO CEKYH/1Y, KOT/Ia JIAJOHb YKe BOT-BOT JOJDKHA
ObLJ1a BCIIBIXHYTh OTHEM M CO3/aTh TEIUIOBOM Oapbep, AJJIEKpHC MOCHENIHO OTIepHya pyKy. Her.
A 4ro, eciii orons Tupo, 3aropeBIIMCh JIMIIb OAHAK/bI, IPUHECET BOWMHY Ha Ponupuio? A Bedpb 3Ta
TUIAaHETa — KOJIBIOENb Beel KU3HU. TsKeno B3JOXHYB, JeBOUKA YKYTalach B JUIMHHOE TIOHYO C Karlio-
IIIOHOM U YTPIOMO YTKHYJIach B KapTy. MTak, JienssHOM 3aMOK JI0JKeH ObUT pacrosiaraTbcsi He1aeko
OT I0’KHOT'O TIOJTIOCA TUIAHETHI, PSAIAOM C TOpHOU Ipsiioi. 3ameuatebHo. Ho BOT TOJBKO Iie oHa ceii-
yac?

AJIeKpuC Bee MBITaIach OTOTHATh MBICIIM O HEMEIOIIMX MaJIblIaX U BepTea nepes co0ou Kapry.
Jlaxe ecii OHa M MOWMET, I/ HAXOIUTCS, TO JOJIETETh JI0 I0)KHOTO rosmoca Popru mpy TakoM BeTpe
y Hee TOUHO He MOJy4uTCs. YparaH mpoOupalt 0 caMoro Cepiia, Ka3aaoch, 9TO OH BOT-BOT TMOTY-
AT JaXke OTOHb BHYTPHU Hee, HO JIEBOYKA MPOIOJIKAajia MEAJIEHHO NepeBUraTh HOTH, XOTh U cama
HE 3HaJIa, Ha YTO HAJIesIach.

Bniepenu Bo3BBIIIAJICST HEOOJBIIION XOJIM, M, KaXKeTCs, YacTh €ro He Obljla 3aHECEHa CHETOM.
3HaunT, TaM HeT W Berpa! JleBouka ycujieHHO morpedia yepe3 cyrpoObl B HY)KHOM HalpaBJICHUN
¥ TIPUBAJIMAJIACH BCEM TEJIOM K OrPOMHOM I1bIOe Jiba. He Obuto cuit gaxke Apoxkarhb, HE TO YTO YHECTH
oTcioia Horu. 3psi oHa Tak mnocremmia!l Hamo 6bi10 ocrathest u momoub Jlepoit, u o Gosbliiie Obl
MOJIB3Bl OBUTO. A Tenepb — AJUIEKpHC MOAHSA T71a3a K yepHOMY HeOy, — Terepb OHA HU TTOMOXKET
HUKOMY, Jaxe ceOe. Kapra Bbimasia u3 00e3IBUKUBIIMX MAJbIIEB U OSCITYMHO yTOHYJIA B OejioM
oziesiye.

B 3TOT MOMEHT c3a11 MOCTBIIIATICS XPYCT, U AJIIEKPHC, HE YCTIEB Jake MOHSITh, YTO MTPOUCXO-
IWT, pyXHyJa BHU3. [IeBOUKa yke MPUTrOTOBIIACH YTOHYTH B JIEISTHOW BOZIE, HO BMECTO 3TOrO 3apa-
00TasIa 3HATHYIO IIUIIIKY, YAAPUBIIUCH TOJIOBOW O HEUTO TBEpIIOe.

— Yeprt, Hago ObUIO IOOOJIBIIIE TTPOYECTh 00 ITOU JAypaIKoy IIaHeTe! — BCIyX BhIpyrajiach OHa,
XOTh €]]Ba IeBesnIa rydamu, 1 ocMoTpenachk. HaBepHoe, Jie pacKososics u3-3a Teluia ee OrHs, Koraa
JEBOYKA MPHUCIIOHIIIACH K TJIBIOE.

JlensiHas memepa okaszajgach HAMHOTO OOJbIle, YeM OXujata AJUIEKpUC: MOAAepKUBaeMast
TOJICTBIMH JIE[ISTHBIMH CTaJIAarHATaMH, OHA YXOIUJIa B OECKOHEUHOCTh. XOTsI, yUUTHIBAsI, KAK TYT OBLIO
TEMHO, BO3MOKHO, IEBOUKa MOTOPOITMJIACH C BHIBOAAMU. MeIeHHO MOAHSIBIIICH HA HOTH, AJUIEK pUC
MIONpaBIJIa CYMKY U roOpesia cama He 3Hasl KyJa, TOJIbKO 4TOObI COrpeThesi. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA
BCerJa CMOXET MPoOUTH ceOe MyTh HABEpX.

[IIna oHa Tak mapy 4acoB, MHOT/A Nepexofs Ha Oer, YTOObI COTpeThCsi, HO HE BCTPETUIIA JIAKe
HaMeKa Ha HedTo kuBoe. la yk, He Takoe YHBUIOE MECTO IMpeACTaBIsielIb ceOe, KOraa CIBIIIHIID
CJIOBA «ILJTAaHETa OTHS KU3HM». [IeBOUKa B3/10XHY/A M OCTAHOBMJIACh: OHA YK€ JKYTKO ycTasia WATH,
a IJ1a3a ycTajar CMOTpPeTh Ha OECKOHEUHBIE Jie[IsTHbIe KOJIOHHBI, TOHYIIME B TIomympake. Henb3st cnats!
XOTb 3/1€Ch U He OBbLJIO BETpa, HO XOJI0[] BCE PaBHO MPOOUpaI 10 MypallieK. AJIIeKpHC MoTepia riiasa,
OTYEro OHM 3aCBETUJIMCh HEMHOTO sipye, YeM HYXKHO, U TyT ke B HEJOyMEHUHU yCTaBUJIaCh HA OJH-
KaMIIylo KOJIOHHY.

JIn6o y Hee yke HaYAIMCh TAJLTIONMHAIINH, JIMOO BO JILAY YTO-TO ObUIO. [IeBouka HeMeIeHHO
TOJIONIIA TIOYTH BIUIOTHYIO, YTOOBI €€ CBeUeHHWe JIydllle TONaaano Ha MpeAMeT, U MpPUIILypHIach.
Bonopocis? Amtekpuc gaxe o0oIia BOKPYT CTOI0a, YT00bl YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO 3TO TaK. Orpom-
Hasl yepHas Bogopocib. Ho oTkyna oHa TyT, Bo jbaax? Eciu Tosbko... JleBouke OTYEro-To crajio
HEMHOTO He 1o cebe. Ec TobKko Bee 3TO He ObUIO 3aMep3IiM OyIITyIonmM okeaHoM. OrpoMHast
BOJIHAsI TUIAHETA, TI0 KaKOW-TO MPUUYMHE oOpallieHHas B jief1. Tenepb yxke TYT U TaM JeBOUKa HaXOquIa
cTau pbid U 1axke HeOONBbIIMX BOMHBIX sAmepoB. Uto Ha yme y AHHBI Mapuu? 3ayeM OHa BCe KUBOE
TyT B Jien oopatuia? O Cozaarens! [la, moxoxe, 9to Bce 6ecCMepTHBIE cleTKa TPOHYJIUCh yMOM!

Cryctst HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi AJUIEK pUC ITOKa3aioCh, YTO BIIEpeIn 3amasmi cBeT. OHa ToTJac ke
CTasla ABUTAThCS MPAKTUYECKU OECIIyMHO, MOAYMHSISCH MPUPOAHON OCTOPOXKHOCTH. [Ipn Onmkaii-
IIEM PACCMOTPEHUM OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO MEPLIAHUE UCXOIUIIO OT OOJIBIIION CTal PAYKOB, TAKXKE CKOBAHHOM
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JbaoM. [leBouka nocTyyasa najbLeM M0 XOJO0IHOM TOBEPXHOCTH, CIIOBHO HAJIESICh, YTO pauKy OTpea-
TUPYIOT U YIUIBIBYT, HO, KOHEUHO, HUKTO U3 HUX JJaKe HE MOIIEBEJIIICS. AJUIEKPUC CHOBA B3/IOXHYJIA:
KaK-TO BCE HEBECEJIO CKJIABIBAETCS B TIOCJIETHUE . . .

Ho noncuurars, Koraa e MMEHHO BCe MOLUIO HE TakK, OHA HE yclesa, MOTOMY Kak B 3TOT
MOMEHT COBCEM PSIOM IOCJBIIIAINCH 1Iark, a MOTOM U Becesiblil CBUCT. M3-3a 3xa JeBOouUKa Aaxe
He TNOHSJIa, OTKYJa UJET 3BYK, HO 3aTO AEPHY/IaCh OT HEOKUAAHHOCTHU U C ITyMOM [TOBAJIMJIACh HA JIE/.
EnBa npuns B ce0s1, AeBOYKA MOCHIENINIIA CIIPATATHCS 32 ONvkaiineit KomoHHOW. CBUCT CMOJIK. AJuie-
KPUC OTYETIMBO YCIbllIaia, Kak HE3HAKOMELl BBIHYJI KJIMHOK U3 HOXKEH.

— K10 TyT? — rpOMKO ITPOM3HEC roI0C HA MECTHOM MEJIOJUYHOM si3bIKe. — [Touemy npsiuenibes?

«Ara, TaK 51 Te0e 1 OTBeuy, HallleJl Iypy», — XMBIKHYJIa TIPO ce0s1 AeBOYKA M CHITbHEE ITPUXKAJIACh
K KOJIOHHE.

— Hop, umm! — ckomanoBan TeM BpeMeHeM ToJioC, | 110 JIby MUTOM 3aCKpeOIn KOTTHCThIE
JIansl.

AJnekpuc 3axajia poT pyKo, YTOOB He IMCKHYTh OT cTpaxa. TONbKO 3TOro el He XBarajo!
BooGpaxeHre prcoBao MHOTOYMCIICHHBIE BapHaHThl TOro, KeM Mor oka3arbcss Hop, a KonoHHa
10331 Hee TeM BpeMeHeM HauMHaula ObICTPO TasiTh. BHE3aImHO 3ByKM CKpekeTa KOI'Tei, 9XOM OT/ia-
BaBIIIMECS T10 BCEH Meuiepe, CTUX/IU. [leBouka cujesna He Jplilia, MbITasch OQHUMM IJIa3aMU BO ThMeE
pasIIsIETh 3TO HEYTO, OHOBPEMEHHO IPOKJIMHAS CBOE BE3/IECYILIEE CBEUEHHUE U MBITASICh CIIPATATHCS
B oH40. Ho Bokpyr Ob110 mycTo. BepHee, Tak Ka3aioch AEBOYKE, TIOKA OHA HE J0rajaiach MocMOT-
pEeTh HaBepX.

— A-a-a-a! — u30 Bcex cuJi 3aBepeniaia AJUIEKPUC U, CHOBA TIOCKOJIb3HYBILMCh, MUTOM BbLile-
TeJia U3-3a KOJIOHHBI. C MOTOJIKA Ha HEe CMOTPEJ JBYXI'OJIOBBIM MYIIMCTBIN IUHO3ABP.

— INonanack! — Xo3s1H 3Beps yxe ObUT HATOTOBE, HACTABUB Ha JAEBOUYKY Opyxue. — Bor Te Ha!
BprI uTO ke, GeccmepTHas? — VIcKpa MOCTIEIHO OMYCTHII CTapblii KOPOTKHIA MeY.

— Jla, — pa3apakeHHO U ellle UCIYTaHHO OTo3Baiach AJUieKpuc. — Bl Bcex rocteit Tak BCTpe-
yaete?

— He moe, KOHEUHO, €710, MUJIE/IN, HO He KX bl TOCTh KPAIETCs Yepe3 MelIepbl, — yIbIOHYIICS
MOJIOAION MYKUMHA U cripsitai opyxue. — Hop, ko mHe!

[Tymmcras smepunia MUIroM 3aceMeHMIa 0 MOTOJNKY K XO35IMHY. 3aMeTHB B3IJIs]L I€BOYKH,
TOT MaxHYJ1 PyKOH.

— Jla BBI He GoiiTech, OH Oe3 MprKa3a He HaraaeT. CaBHasH KUBOTHHA: Kak/1asl TOJIOBa CTapa-
eTCs1 BBIIOJIHUTD PaboTy JIydllle IPYroi, YToObl 3apadoTaTh MOXBAIY.

— 51 1 He 6010Ch, — BHICOKOMEPHO BHITOBOPHJIA AJIJIEKpUC.

— 4 capiman. — MyxkumnHa yisIOHyCs cede B ycbl. — Tak, MO3BOJIUTE JIM y3HATh, YTO TIPUBEJIO
BaC CI0/1a, B TPOBUHIIUIO?

JleBouKka He OTBETHIIA, a TOJIBKO OTBEJIa B3IV, CTApasCh I€PKAThCS HE3aBUCUMO, HO MECTHBIN
JKUTEJIb BCE PABHO 3aMETHII €€ JPOXKb.

— 51 Benb MOTY BeCh JIeHb Tak CTOSITh. — OH yKa3asl Ha CBOU JIETKUH, PACHIUTBIA HACTOSIITUMU
1BETaMU Hapsj. — PonvpuaHiibl He YyBCTBYIOT XOJIO/A.

— BBl He OUEHBb-TO YBaXKUTEIHHO pa3roBaprBaeTe ¢ 0eCCMEPTHOM, — pa3ipakeHHO OTO3BAJIACh
oHa. — BoiiHbl He GonTtech?

— 41 Go10Cch MONO3PHUTENBHBIX UYKAKOB, U HE BKHO, KTO OHU, — HE U3MEHHUJI CBOETO TOHA (o~
puaHen. — A TOTOMY IOBTOPSIIO BOIIPOC.

— IMotepsinacey s, nousaTHo? Jlerena kK AnHe Mapuu, CIMIIIKOM MO3JIHO 3arjisiHyj1a B KapTy,
a Ha MOBEPXHOCTH B3JIETETh yXKe HE CMOINA. — AJUIEKPUC KJaja OT MECTHOTO XOTh KaKOW-HUOYIb
PEaKLuK, HO TOT YIIOPHO MOJTYA M 5K1aJ1 MPOIokeHust. — He Morii Obl BBl ITOKa3aTh JOPOTY BO JIBO-
pen?
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donmpuanel MogO3pUTEILHO HAXMYPHUIICS, OOIyMBIBasl YTO-TO. A AJUIEKPHUC TEM BpPEMEHEM
OTMETHJIa PO cedsl, KaK CTPAHHO COYETAETCs CYPOBbIN XapaKTep MYKYHUHBI C €r0 SPKOH IIBETOYHON
OLEX IOM.

— Her, — HakoHeI1 pemus1 OH ¥ CHOBA 3aKMHYJT Ha TUIeY0 OpOIIIEHHBIN Ha Jiefi MeIokK. — JKaute
3neck. Hop, oXpaHsTh, — U yIaIuics BIIyOb CBETAIIMXCS TYHHEJICH.

— D, moyeMy 5 IPOCTO He MOT'Y TIONTH ¢ TOOO ? — OCTeNIIa BO3MYTHUThCS IeBOUKa. — TyT ke
XOJIOZIHO!

— 51 He MOBey HE3HAKOMIIA B TOPOJI, — OTO3BAJICS TOT M3/1ajieka. — K Tomy e ceropHs Ha pef-
KOCTb TEIUIBIA JeHEK, HACTAXK JAUTECD.

AJnnekpuc paccepXeHHO M HEMHOTO OOMKEHHO 3acorena. [la yx, TyT W 3axodelis JoOpoit
HE CTaHelllb: Ha KaX/IOM IIary TOJBKO He/IoBepUe U NpeHeOpexenue. KaaTh HaBepHSIKa MPUIETCs
nonro. OHa ycTaso OImyCTUIACh Ha Jie]] 0] BHUMATEIbHBIM, XOTh M HECKOJIBKO TJTyIOBaThIM, B3IJIs-
nom Hopa. JleBouka 1 cama He 3aMeTHsIa, Kak 3aJpeMajia B MOJyThMe XOJIOAHBIX Telep, KyTasch
B TOHKOE TTOHYO, a I1a3a OTKPbUIA, TOJIBKO KOI/IA YKe 3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC PSIBKHYJI HAJl YXOM:

— B, ThI YTO, pelia OOPYIIUTh TYT Bee?!

AJnekpuc MOACKOYMIIa B MTHOBEHHE OKa M TYT K€ TMOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK CHIIBHO TTOXOJIOEIIH
ee pyku. BepHee, oT Tena ee Bce ellie Ies HEBEPOSITHBIH Kap, HO CMyIJiasi KoXka CTaja HaMHOTO
XOJIO[JHEee, a M TIOUTH TepecTana CBeTUThCs. M Bee ke 3TOro HUUYTOKHOTO Teria XBaTUJIO, YTOObI
MpO3pavHasi KOJIOHHA TPECHYJIA U TOTOBA OblIa OOBAIUTHCSI.

— IIpoctuTe, — NexXypHBIM TOHOM Opocuiia JeBouka. — Hy Tak uto roBoput AHHa?

OHa TOJbKO cefivac 3aMeTuIa, YTo MyKUMHA 3a9eM-TO IPUBEIT C COOOH eIl IBYX YeJIOBeK.

— Jlymaerte, Mbl Tak BOT cpa3y OyJeM TPEBOKUTH KOPOJIEBY ? — MO/IAJ FOJIOC OMH U3 HUX, COBCEM
ere MoJIool mapeHs. — Her, cHauasia Mbl IOCOBETOBAJIMCH CO CTAPEUIIIMHAMM, & TTOTOM. ..

Aunnekpuc nepeduia I0HOIILY, U3/1aB OOPEUeHHBIN CTOH.

— Yepr nonepw, 51 6eccmepTHast, 1 AHHa Mapusi 6eccMepTHast — MOM ¢ Hel pa3roBop Bac, UCKD,
He Kacaetcs. [Ipocto nmpoBenute MeHs1 BO ABOpEI.

— Kro Taxoii uepr? — nociplagoch BMECTO OTBETA.

JleBouka He OTBETMJIA M OOPEYEHHO MOCIeI0BasIa 32 MaXHYBIIMM el pykoi xo3samHoM Hopa.
JIBYXTOJIOBBIH SIIIIEP TYT ke OOAPO 3aceMeHuI Briepein. Tem BpeMeHeM 3aCThIBIIMX B JIEISTHBIX CTOI-
0ax OrOHBKOB CTAJI0O HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIe, ¥ BIIEPE/IN MOKA3aJI0Ch BHIPYOJICHHOE B TIeIepax MHOTOSIPYC-
HOE TocesieHre. 3/1eCh, oAy, ObLIO Aaxe YIOTHO. Bciomy BUcenu rupiisiHbl 3aMep3IIuX AMKOBUH-
HBIX I[IBETOB ¥ (DPYKTOB, TYT U TaM BUTHEJIMCh JIMXO 3aKPyUSHHBIE TOPKH J1J151 OBICTPOrO NepeMelleHHU I
BHU3, a JieJ] HaBepXy ObUI JOCTATOYHO TOHKUM, YTOOBI CBET PHKI1asa ocBemal TyT Kak/Iblil yTOJOK.
Bepnee, Tak ka3asoch cHavyana, Moka AJUIEKPUC HE OITyCTHIIA TOJIOBY M HE TIOCMOTpeJia Ha HUXKHUE
sTa)xu. TaMm, BHU3Y, HEUTO CBETHJIOCH SIBHO CAMO IO ce0e XOJIOJHBIM PO30BBIM CBETOM U JIBUTAJIOCH,
TOYHO KUBOE.

— I'ne-To Ttam, BHM3Y, sapo Donupuu, — NOSCHUI TOT K€ Pa3rOBOPYMBLIN I0HOMIA. — YKCTHIN
OTOHb JKM3HU.

— «['me-To TamM» —3TO JOBOJIBHO PACILIBIBYATOE MIOHSTHUE 11 TOTO, YTO HAXOMUTCS MPSIMO Tiepe]
TOOOM, — TIOCTIENINIIA ChSI3BUTH AJIEKC, HE OTPbIBAsl B3IJISIAA OT OTHSI JKU3HM.

— OH X0ueT cKa3aTb, YTO HUKTO He ObUT Ha HIKHUX 3Takax, Kpome Ee BennvecTsa u rvutpauu.
10 3anpemeHo. HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4To TaM Takoe, — OTO3BAJICS TPETHI UCKPA, U OKA3aJIOCh, YTO 3TO
Obl1a eBynrka. OHa OTKHMHYJIA KAITIOIIOH U YJIbIOHYJIACh.

JleBouka BeXJIMBO KMBHYJIA. HaBepHOE, MyxurHa rpuBes ¢ coOoi aeteil. OHa TOJIBKO Terepb
3aMeTHJIa, YTO KaXAbld MX HUX HOCUJI KPYIHBIM KYJIOH Ha TOJICTON BEPEBKE U3 JIKYTa.

— Corpesartorue odeperu, — MosICHUJIA JIEBYIIKA, TPOCIENB 32 ee B3MIAA0M. — TyT Bce Takue
HocsT. Kaxercs, kak Oy/ITO Mbl Ha MUJIOW TETJION KPUCTATBHOM TIIAHETE.

AJniekprc CHOBa KMBHYJIA U OMSATH TiepeBena B3I Ha siapo Pommpun.
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— Jlaxe He qymaiTe, — TOTYAC K€ OCAAWI JEBOYKY MYKUYMHA U MOATOJKHYI K TOHEHBKOMY
W3BUTOMY JIeITHOMY MOCTY Oe3 repuit. — [lokosieHust KUBYT, He 3Has, YTO TaM, M BaM 3TO TeM Ooliee
HE JI03BOJIEHO.

— Oi4, He MOTY, BbI TAKOI TOCTENIPUUMHBIN | — BCIIIECHYIa pyKaMU AJIEKC M aKKypaTHO 3aliiarajia
BIIepe[] 110 MOCTY, Ha MIHOBEHHE 3a0bIB, UTO B CIIyyae Yero MOXeT B3JIETETh.

OnHu BTpOEM MOIONLTH K OOJIBIIIOMY TTOMECTHIO, BCE CTEHbI KOTOPOTO, Ka3aJjioch, ObUTH YKpa-
IIIeHBl 3aMEeP3IIMMU BHYTPH IIBETAMH U JIaxke AepeBbsMu. [IBepeit, Kak U Be3jie, He ObLIO, U B Mep-
BOM e OOJIBIIIOM 3aJie TIepeji OrPOMHBIM 3ePKAJIOM YKe COOpasioCh MHOKECTBO HCKP.
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I'JIABA 6

IHPEJIAHHDBIE

Annexpuc Bcies 3a (onvpuaHLeM MOJOILIa K JeJSIHOMY 3epKasly, cTapasch HE CMOTPETh
HUKOMY B IJla3a, W JieJiajia BUJ, YTO PasIIs/AblBaeT MECTHYIO apxutektypy. CoOpaBiivecs cuaeau
npsIMO Ha TOJTy, Mo1o0paB Mop cedst HOTU. AJIJIEKPHC ke Ha TIPeIOKeHUE IPUCECTh PSIIOM TOJIBKO
OTPUIIATEIbHO MOKayasla roJIOBOM: He XBaTaJlo elle 3ajJeAeHeTh 31ech. VIcKpa, npuBeAlnil 1eBOUKY,
U €ro JIETH OTOLIUIN K CTEHE U, KaK U BCe, YCTAaBUJICA Ha 3epKaJlo, TOHKAas HOBEPXHOCTh KOTOPOIO YKe
MOJEPHYJIACh PO30BATOM IBIMKOM.

CobpaBimecs: CHHXPOHHO CKJIOHWJIM TOJIOBBI, AJUIGKPHC BHE3AITHO IpEe/ACTaBmia cede, Kak
JJIMHHAs ceflasl Mpsi/ib CTAPEUIIMHbI, CUAEBIIErO HENOJAIeKy OT Hee, BMEep3aeT B Jiel, U ¢ TPyAOM
nofasuia yielOoKy. OHa 371ech 1o aeny. PozoBast nesiena pasriiaguiiach, 1 nepej COOpaBIIMMUCS ITpeji-
crana cama AHHa Mapwsi, Bocce/iaBiiasi Ha pe3HOM TpPOHe, HallOMHHaBIIEeM Oesoe KpyxeBo. Ceii-
Yac B POCKOIIIHbIE KAIITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH! KOPOJIEBH ObUIM BILJIETEHbI HUTH MEJIKOTO KBaplia 1 JKUBbIE
[BETHI, POCIINE MPSIMO U3 OOraToro BeHKa, 3aMeHSBILEro OTHIO KM3HM KOpoHy. U Bee ke Buy AHHBI
ObLJT KaKOI-TO BBIMYYEHHBII, Ka3aJ10Ch, OHA C TPY/IOM CIIYIIAeT CTAPEHILIMH U BOT-BOT X JIET MOMEHTA,
YTOOBI MOUTU OTIOXHYTb.

— Bame BenmdectBo, — Hauaus MCKpa, CHIEBINUIA OMXe BCeX, — Bbl IO3BOIUTE?

AHHa OTpeIlIeHHO KMBHYJIA, IS KYy1a-TO B CTOPOHY.

— B nHame nocenenue npoHMKIIa HeW3BECTHAsI OECCMepTHaAI. . .

IIpu 3THX ClOBax KOpoJieBa 3aMETHO OXMBUJIACh U, UyThb BBIIPSIMMBLINCH, NEpeBesia riia3a
Ha CTapeiIlHy, HO HUYero He CKasaa.

— Msi... Ham nokaszasoch momo3pUTebHbIM, YTO OHA SIBUJIACh clofia 0e3 MmpuriamieHus, 0e3
oxpaHsl... ['OBOpUT, 4TO NOTEpsIaCh U MLIET BaC.

— HeusBecrtHasi, — THXO MOBTOpUJIa AHHA U MOTepJia yCTaBLIME I1a3a. — A s Jymalia, 4yTo Bbl
JOJKHBI 3HAaTh BCE OTHU, YTOOBI 3aHMMATh TAKYIO JIOJKHOCTb. — B ycTasioM rosioce ciblianock Jerkoe
pasapaxeHue.

—41... — HemHoro onemm crapell. — [Ipukaxere 3aTO4NTh €€ B TEMHUILY?

— Mo3ru cebe 3aTour, a TO OHM CITMIIKOM TYIIble! — He3aMeIJIUTEIbHO OTPhI3HYIACh AJUIEKPHC
U, KaK Oy[TO He CJIbIIA, KaK BCE Pa30M OXHYIIHU, IpoAospKaia: — Sl HUKOMY HUYEro He CAenana, SICHO?

AnHa Mapus BIIpsAMIIIACH HA TPOHE, OKPYIVIMB I71a3a. [leBouke Jake MM0Ka3ajoch Ha MTHO-
BEHME, YTO OHA BOT-BOT paccMeeTcs, M Ha cTaplia, KOTOPOro OT TaKOi Aep30CTH €Ba He XBaTUJI
MH(papKT.

— ¢l nonsina Bac, KnenuHr, — Bee Tak ke yiploasch, MpOU3HECaa OHa. — AJIeKC, TOION/IH CIofIa.

AJniekpyc HaCTOPOKEHHO ABUHYJIACH IPSMO K 3epKally, B IOJIE 3pEHUs1 KOTOPOI'o OHa /10 3TOro
MOMEHTa He Iomnajaa.

— Yto Tebe CHOBa OT MeHs HyXKHO? — XOJIOOHO crpocuia AHHa Mapwsi, pa3om yOpaB ¢ Juia
YIBIOKY.

— TloroBoputh, — pacIyIbIBYaTO OTO3BAJIACh JEBOYKA, BPaXIEOHO KOCSCh Ha COOPABIIMXCS,
KOTOpbIE OTYASHHO IBITAJIMCh MOHAT, KTO K€ Takas 3Ta «Ayekc». — He 371ech.

— DT0 MO€ KOPOJIEBCTBO, U 1 pelalo, I1e Mbl OyAeM rOBOPUTb, — MOJTHBIM HENPUSA3HU OJIOCOM
npepaia ee Ta. — BrpoueM... He xotenock Obl ocTaBiasATh T€OS 3/1€ch O€3 IPUCMOTpA.

Annekpuc JOBOJBHO Npullypuiach: «IIpaBUibHO, YTO HE XOuelllb, YMHHUL@». DTOT KECT
He ocTasicsi 6e3 BHUMaHUs1 OECCMEPTHOM.

— V6epu a1y yXxMbUIKY ceidac ke! Thl psiM Kak TBOW... — AHHA ITyOOKO B3JOXHYJIA, BUIS,
YTO ee MOAJAaHHbIe B HEAOYMEHHU NeperyisaAblBaloTCsA, M nonpasmia Bojockl. — JlagHo. KnensuHr,
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nocnymmaiire. Otyrctute aTMocgepy HaJl BallllM IOCesIeHneM, YTOOBI OHa MOTJIa B3/IeTeTh. f crenaio
TO JXe camoe Haj croiuied. — OHa nmoBepHynach Kk Ajutekpuc. — Tam Te0s1 Berpetat. M uroOsr 6e3
¢pokycos.

% sk ok

Koraa neBouka nmpuseMimiach HaKOHEII Tiepe]] MO-HACTOSIIIEMY OT'POMHBIM JIE/ISTHBIM 3aMKOM,
CBETSIIMMCS U3HYTPH, €€ 1 BIpaBy kaanu. Lesbiil oTpsia CTpaXHUKOB B OEJIbIX C TOIyObIM JI0CTIe-
Xax ¥ C yKe U3BECTHOW AJUIEKpHC SMOJIeMOi B BUjIe eIMHOPOra Ha (poHe JIyHBI ITOJ] KOHBOEM TIPO-
BeJI e B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1, HO BHYTPb M0YeMy-TO He 3arien. OueBrIHO, KOpoJieBa MOHsLIA, YTO IeBOYKA
He OyleT pa3roBapuBarh Mpy MocTopoHHKX. Ho BOT camoii AHHBI TaM He ObL10. He Obu10 1 JiensHoro
3epkasia. KoHeuHo, BeposiTHee Bcero, ObLIO TO, UTO OecCMepTHAs OTIYUMIACh HEHAJOMITO MO KaKUM-
TO BaKHBIM JIeJIaM, HO YTO, eCIIH. ..

AJiekpuc TUXO BhITalluIa opyxue. Eciam oHa He npaBa U AHHA IECTBUTEIBHO IIPOCTO OTIIY-
YMJIaCh, TO €€ MOCTApaloTCs NMPUOUTh HA MECTe 3a HAJMYUE OPYXKHs, HO €Clu HeT... YTo, ecnu
910 JioBymika? C Hell JIJaBHO yXe MeuTaeT MOKBUTaThCs Bcsl Mmmepus, a Terneph, Koraa Dyuiajibl
HeT, Jlepoii He K KoMy Oyzner oOpaTuthcs. Bo3MOXKHO, OHA M HE 3aMETHUT ee MPOMaXH, a PEelIuT,
4yTo moapyra cOexana. JleBouka BCIyNIMBalach B THUIINHY, HAPYIIAEMYIO TOJBKO MO3BSIKMBAHUEM
CBUCAIOLIHX C TIOTOJIKA JIEASTHBIX Oyc, HATOMUHABIIMX XpycTayib. OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO IPOKHUT
OT HAINPSIKEHUsI, ¥ XOJIOJ] TYT TOYHO HU IPU YeM: B MOCEJICHUH €i1 BbIIaIA COTPEBAIOIIUI amMyJIeT.

Aunnekpuc Hayajma MeIJIeHHO TMPOXaXUBaThes 1Mo 3auty. Ha camMoM fene, ecim He 4yBCTBOBATh
X0JI0/1a, C/ICJIABIIIETO JIe/l Ha 9TOM TUIAaHeTe TBEPAbIM, KaK KaMeHb, TO MOXHO OBUIO IMOAYyMaThb, YTO OHA
HAXOJUTCSI B KOPOJIEBCTBE JIParolieHHBIX KaMHEW 1 BeCh ABOpEI] CAeIaH U3 KBapia 1 Tora3oB. OHa
B3JIOXHYJIA U cripsTaia KuHxail. [loxoxke, HamagaTh Ha Hee HUKTO He codupaiics. OT Hevero Jenarhb
J€BOYKA TMOIONUIA TOOIMKE K TPOHY U JJOJITO CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO, MBITAasICh MOHATH, YIOOHO JIX CHETh
Ha HEeM Bech JieHb. Bripouem, Bpsj JIM 3a1aua KOpoJied U KOPOJIeB CBOAUTCS K MPOCTOMY CHICHHIO
Ha TpoHe. AJUIEKpUC cama YIBIOHY/IAaCh CBOE HAMBHOCTH, KOT/IA TIOHSUIA, YTO U MOHSTHS HE UMeeT,
YeM OHH 3aHUMAIOTCS.

Barisn ee ynan Ha 3aHI010 cTeHy. Tam, B TeHM TpOHa, cripsATajiach HeOobIIas ABEpb, cefuac
YyTb MPUOTKPHITAs. AJUiekpuc 3amepia. OObIYHO OHA HE MMeJa MPUBBIYKH BIAMBIBATHCS B UyKOE
MPOCTPAHCTBO, HO ceilvac, OOS3IMBO OIISIIBIBASICH, OCTOPOKHO 3aryIsTHy/Ia BHYTPb.

— Oro! — Henmpou3BOIBbHBIN BO3IJIAC 9XOM pa3Heccs 10 3aJTy, 3aCTaBUB JiesTHble OYChl TOHEHBKO
3a3BeHeTh. [leBOUKa MIMPOKO pachaxHysia ABEpIly: Mepel Hell MpeacTaao HeuTo Bpoje My3esi BCEro
KUBOTO.

3aTauB AbIXaHWE, OHA TUXO BOIILIA BHYTPb, MPUCITYIIUBASACH TOJBKO K 3BEHSIINM JIbAUHKAM,
YTO MEPIAIH B COJTHEUHBIX JIy4dax, MPOXOAMBIIMX CKBO3b JIEISTHON KYTIOJI, KaK JparolieHHble KAMHH.
3pech, KaxeTcsl, COOpaii BCeX JKUBBIX CYIIECTB BCEX MUPOB, UTO ObUTH BO Beenennoit. PaccmMotpes
BCe, AJUIEKpUC TOHSIA, YTO 3TO ObLI CKOpee He My3ei, a MacTepcKasi OrHsl JKM3HHU, TIOTOMY 4TO,
3aKOBaHHbIC B IJIBIOBI JIb/IA, 3/IECh COCEICTBOBAIIM M PACTEHHS U KUBOTHbIE. PsmoM pazmecTuivch
U IpeBHME phIObI ¢ 3eMIi, U PAaKOHBI, KAKUX JEBOYKa BUiena B OutBe Ha Puknane. Boim 31ech
Y COBCEM YK MPUUYUIMBBIE CO3/IaHMSI, OCTABAJIOCh TOJIBKO rafaTh, CYIIECTBOBAJIM JI OHH HA JAJIEKUX
TUIAaHeTaxX ceilvac WM JIOJKHBI ObUTM MOSIBUTHhCs B Oyaymiem. Kakue-To 3Bepu HaBcerja BBIMEpPIH,
a Kakue-To elle TOJbKO JOKHUIAINCh CBOEro BpeMeHH. Kaszanock, CTOMIO Ui TIOMHECTH CBedy —
Y 3BEpEK, MOXOXKUI Ha MYIIUCTOTO €Ka, OKUBET. TYT ke BBHICHIIICH OIPOMHbIE BETBUCTBIE IEPEBbS,
TMOIHMMABIIIME CBOM KPOHBI K HeOecaM, a Ha HUX — MaJICHbKUE SIPKUE KYKH PACIpaBUIA KPbLIbs,
YTOOBI B3JIETETh, [Ia TAK U 3aMepIIH.

3acMOTPEBIINCH Ha IPEBOBUAHBIN MANIOPOTHHUK, O KOTOPOM TaK YacTO YIIOMUHAJIM B Y4eOHU-
Kax Ha 3emJie, IeBOYKa CIyYaiHO MHYJA HOrOW COBCEM MaJIeHBKYIO JIbIUHKY, B KOTOPO mpH Ou-
JKaHIleM pacCMOTPEHUH OKa3aJicsl IPKO-3eJIeHbIN MayK. AJIJIEKPHC He MOIJIA ClIepKaTh YJIBIOKY: HA/I0
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MPU3HATH, (paHTa3UM U TPYAOMIOOUs1 y AHHBI Mapuu He 3aHMMaTh. 3aJ1 ObLT TPOCTO OTPOMHBIM 1 BMe-
maji B cebst MAUTMOHBI Pa3HBIX CYIIECTB, OT KPOIIEUHBIX KOPAJUIOB U ME/y3 C JUTMHHBIMY IIyTIaJTb-
11amMu 10 (beHUKCOB, TaK M TOTOBBIX BHOBb BCIIBIXHYTh. TYT Ha I71a3a e OMajioch HEYTO TAKOE, OT Yero
OrOHb Y HEee BHYTPH CJIeNal CaJlbTo, a TOTOM YXHYJ BHU3. CHauana el oKa3ajaoch, 4TO Ha HEe CMOT-
PUT KTO-TO KMBOW, M TOJBKO CIYCTSI Mapy CeKyH] AJUIEKPUC MOHSUIA: B OJHOW U3 IJIBIO CTOSI. ..
YeJIoBeK. PSIoM ¢ HUM — Bce MCKPBI, KaKMe TOJIBKO ObLIH, bl U KTO-TO UYeIOBEKOOOPA3HBIN,
HO C YelTyH4aThIMK KPbUTbSIMU JieTyuelt Multiii. Cepiie, eciv OHO Y Hee, KOHEYHO, ObLIO, TPOTHYJIO.
To 71 OT TOrO, 4TO OOIBHO OBLTIO BUIETH Pa3yMHOE CYIIECTBO, 3aTOUCHHOE, KaK 1 3BEpPH, B JIejl, TO JIN
OT TOTrO, KAKMMU OCMBICTIEHHBIMU OBUTH 9TH TEMHBIE KapHe I1a3a. Henoganeky oOHapyKHIUCh Tiep-
BOOBITHBIE JIIOIW ¥ UCKPHI. VIX elrie Hesb3s1 ObUTO Ha3BaTh OJTHOCTBIO Pa3yMHBIMH, HO B IJIa3ax 3BEPO-
mofen yxke ObUTO CO3HaHKe, U CMOTPEJIM OHU KaK-To Mo-yesioBeuecku. 1o kpaiiHein Mepe, AJUIeKpucC
HUKOI/Ia HEe BUZENA, YTOOBI )KUBOTHOE CMOTPEJO. .. Tak. JIeBouka 4yTh CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY, U B IJ1a3a
eil yaapui IpKuil JIyd CBeTa.

Crpanso. Jlyu O Kak MpOKEKTOP, XOTS OCBEIAJICS 321 MOJTHOCTHIO CBEPXY, OT Kyrona. CKo-
pee BCero, 3TO JieJ, OTpaxkall CBET, HO BCe-TaKu AJUIEKPUC MEMJIEHHO ABMHYJIACh K €r0 UCTOUYHUKY.
Mesxy UCKp CO CBETIO-OPaHKEBOM KOKEW M YeI0BEeKa, CKMMAIOILEro B pyKax KaMEHHBIN APOTUK,
OHA yXOJWJIA BCEe JaJIbllie M Jajibllie OT ABEPU, a CBET CTAaHOBWJICS BCE sipyue, Jejast TIIbIObl BOKPYT
MOXOKMMH Ha anMasbl. M BOT HakoHell... AJUIEKPUC OT yXaca U HEOKUIAHHOCTHU 3axkaja cebe poT
nafoHblo. Cpey 3aMep3InX LBETOB M KYCTOB CMOPO/IMHBI, CJIOBHO 3aLMILASICh OT YETO-TO U B CTPaxe
pacrnaxHyB Iya3a, epen Heil cTosi1 6eccMepTHBIA. Ho BBITIIsSIIEN OH COBCEM He Tak, Kak Te, KOTOPBIX
AJnekpuc yxke Brjiena MHOTO pa3, U He Tak, Kak oHa cama. OH ObUT OX0XK Ha Ieposi Kakoro-To pyTy-
PUCTUYECKOTO OOEBHUKA, C IEKTPOHHBIMU KPBUThSIMU C HEOHOBOM MOACBETKOM U HE TO IIUIEMOM, HE TO
OYKaMH, 3aKPBIBAIOIIMMHE sIpKO-(prosieToBble T1a3za. Ha ripide nbaa Ob10 HeOpekKHO BhIIApariaHo:
«Bo nms Iopszka npoctu Hac». [leBouka 00SA37IMBO OCMOTpPENACh U 3aMETUJIA, YTO TYT U TaM CTOSIT
B JIE/ISIHBIX OKOBAX U JIpyrue OecCMepTHBIE.

Crynop ee amascs Heponro. He 3agymaBIimch 0 ToM, MOT Jii OBITh 3TOT HEU3BECTHBIH OIaceH,
Aunnekpuc riyOoKo BIOXHYJIA U TOTEpiia PyKH, Kak OyITo XOTena UX corpeTb. M BOT yike Mex MajibleB
noOexaau MaJIeHbKUe KOJTIoUre UCKOPKU. M, Kak MHOTO pa3 yske Bujielia IEBOUKa y Apyrux 6eccMepr-
HBIX, €€ I'Py[b 3aCBETUJIACh AJIbIM, @ IOTOM 3TOT CBET IO COCYy/1aM KPAaCHBIMU JICHTAMU YCTPEMUIICS
K I71a3aM, BOJIOCaM U JIQJOHAM. JIMIIO A€BOYKM TOTYAC k€ MOKPbUIOCh TOHKOW KPACHOW MayTHHOM,
royOble I71a3a Terepb CUsIN sipye, BOJIOCH TPEBPATUIIMCh B OTOHb, M HAKOHEI] JIAJIOHb BCIIBIXHYJIA.
AJIeK puc MPUCIIOHMIIA PYKH KO JIby. TOTYac ke NOCIbIIIaCs TYJIKUI XPYCT, Jiejl, MTHOBEHHO UCIa-
PSISICh, OKYTaJI BCE BOKPYT OEJIBIM MapoM M CHOBa MpeBpaTuiics B cHer. OHAKO Yepe3 HECKOJbKO
CEeKYH]I IEBOYKE MPHIIUIOCh OTCKOUUTD IMOAANBIINE, TIOTOMY 4YTO OECCMEPTHBIH, 3arepThiid BO JIbIAX,
OXWJI U YK€ CBOMM OTHEM B30pBaJl OCTaBIlIMecs OCKOJIKU. KpaeM riaza AJuiekpuc 3ameruia, Kak,
ocaGeBINiA 32 MHOTHE TO/Ibl, OH PYXHYJI Ha KOJICHH, YCIIEB TOJIbKO MOJICTABUTh PYKH.

Korpa e Tyman paccesiicsi, OHa ¢ JIIOOONBITCTBOM M OIACKOM CyMeJa pacCMOTPETh OeccMepT-
Horo. ToT e Apoxalnei pykoi OTKMHYJ IPO3PayHyIo YacTh IUIEMA C IJ1a3 U MPUBAIMIICS K ONKai-
11e# rbI0e JIbja, TSHKEIIO AbIA. 3aTyMaHEeHHBIN B3IJIsA]] €r0 HAKOHEI] OCTAHOBWIICS Ha AJUIEKPHC.

— C-cnacn60, — BBIJIOXHYJT OH BIIOJTHE TIPUSTHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Bl kT0? — TYT Xe npomenTaia Aynekpuc. — [louemy BbI. .. TyT?

BeccMepTHBIN yIMBIEHHO IIOCMOTpEI Ha IEBOYKY, BCE €I1Ie TYTO cooOpasKasi.

— Tak ThI, — HaKOHEIl TPOU3HEC OH, — ThI 37IeCh He To npuka3zy AHHbI? To ecTb?.. 3aueM Thl
MeHsI ocBoOoama’?

— Her, He 1o npukasy, — Bce ellle 0ueHb TUXO NpoAokuia oHa. — 1 Ayuekpuc. — OHa nozania
HE3HAKOMILy CyXYIo ropsiuyIo JajoHb. — [IpocTo yBuzaena Bac 31ech u. ..

B rmazax GeccMepTHOro MebKHYJI CTpax.

— O yxac! Ham... Ham Haji0 youparbcest! — OH npeanpuHsil ¢ialylo MOMBITKY BCTaTh HA HOTH. —
Ecmm onu y3nator. ...
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— K10 «oHu»? — ¢ Hapacraomum OeclioKONCTBOM Tepecnpocuia Asiekpuc. — Yto BooOiie
C BaMH CITyYHJIOCh?

BeccMepTHBIN yCTaBUIICS HA IEBOYKY C YAMBJICHUEM M HEOIOOPEHUEM.

— Tt ut0, C TYHBI CBaMIIACH?

— Eci 310 MOXKHO Tak Ha3Barh.

TOT B3OOXHYJ ¥ IPOTSIHYJI €/ PYKY B OTBET.

— S Hepiut OpBeii, oroHs nmporpecca.

AJiekpuc He yziepkasnach U yCMEXHYJIach:

— Honro xe Thl cnaji, TyT B UMnepun 10 cux mop. ..

— CpenHeBeKkoBbe? — NOYTH HE YAMBUBIIKCH, ONEPEANII €€ TOT, M MPOJOJIKIII 3arOBOpIIAYEe-
CKUM HIETIOTOM: — A Teriepb ciyiail. S He OquH Tako, Kak Thl MOIJIa 3aMeTUTh. MUp MOJIOH OTHEH,
KOTOpBIE 110 CBOEW MPUPOJE MOJHOCTBIO TPOTUBOMOJIOKHBI, M BOMHA TAKMX MPOTHUBOINOJIOKHOCTEN
OfIHK/IBl UyTh He paspymwia Beenennyio. Torna GeccmepTHble HaYaau M30aBIATBCS OT TeX, KTO,
10 X MHEHMIO, MEIIaeT MUPY U MIOKO0. OHU ITPEANoyuIv OrOHb MOPsIKa OTHIO IIporpecca, U oToMy
TaK W OCTAJIUCh B CPE/IHEBEKOBBE.

— To ecTb... — Hayana JeBOYKa, OCO3HABAs IOHEMHOT'Y BECh YKaC IPOUCXOSILETO.

—To ectb Bce, KTO HEYrOJIeH caMbIM 3HATHBIM OTHSIM, Oy/lyT HABEKH 3aKJII0UYEHbI B jiel. Kak u s1.

AJjutekpuc BcrnoMHuIach Hagnuch «Bo nmsa Iopaaka npoctu Hac». Hy koHeuHo. ['amma.

— W xoraa oHM y3HAIOT, YTO 1 3HAIO 3Ty TalHY ¥ ocBoOoaMIa Teds. .. — OHa yMOJISIoIIe TOCMOT-
pena Ha Hepnura. Bpsin i oroHb BOWHBI OBLT JKEJTaHHBIM COOPATOM.

BeccmepTHBIi IOCTIENTHO KUBHYJI U paclipaBUl KPbLIbsl.

— Hano ynerars otciona. [Tycts B IMniepun Mot OroHb JaBHO 1OTac, HO s YyBCTBYIO, UTO OCTa-
Jlach B MHpe OJJHa TUIaHeTa, IJe OH ropuT. Mou UCKPBI BCe ellie ABUTAIOT Mporpecc Aaxe 0e3 MeHsl.

— W 410 310 32 MeCTO? — MOCHeNInIa MOUHTEPECOBAThCS AJIIEK PUC.

— 3emJ1s1, — MPOCTO YibIOHYJICS OH. — [0 mpaBie ckazaTh, sl IOKMHYJ ee yKe OYeHb U OYECHb
naBHO. S1... g egBa He colles ¢ yma, NOKAa M30 JHS B JIeHb CMOTpEJ Ha OfIHYy U Ty K€ KOMHary,
HO Terepb NPUIILIO BpeMsl Bce HaBepcTaTh. He 3Hato, MOMHSAT JIM MEHs MO JTIOJH.

AJUTeKpUC KaluIsiHyJIa, OTPbIBasi €ro OT MEUTAHUM.

— Hy, Bo-niepBbIX, HET, HE MOMHSAT. Bo-BTOpHIX, Ha 3emJie cefiyac, HaCKOJIbKO s 3Hal0, Moce-
uics onuH U3 ManTu. B-TpeTsux, psaioM ¢ 3emiieil HaXOauTcsl I0BOJIBHO arpeCCUBHO HACTPOEHHAs
riaHeTa — Benepa, KoTopasi BooOIIe HEMOHSITHO TIOYEMY ellle He 3aXBaTrjia 3eMITio.

Hepnut Ha nmapy cekyH[ «3aBUC», IPUJIOXKUB JIBa TMajblla K BUCKY, T/Ie Ha IUIeMe Oblla Kakasi-
TO KHOIIKA.

— Xa! Tak u gyman! — OH ¢ ropaocTbio ynelOHyncs. — fAnepHoe opyxue. Hy, oHM JOMKHBI
ObLTM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB JI0 3TOro AoiTu. BeHepa Ham He crpamiHa. — OH ele pa3 yablOHYIICS, BUS
nopakeHHoe Juuo Aiekpuc. — Ila-na, g y3Han u 310. Ha3piBaetrcs BceMupHasi CeTb. . .

— Criacu60, 51 B Kypce, — HECKOJIBKO HaIpsIKeHHO OTO3BAJIACH IEBOYKA, TyBCTBYs ceOsl TaK, KaKk
OynTo 6ecCMEpTHBIN MeperyTall ee CO CIyYaiiHO BHIOPABIIMMCS M30 JIbJa HeaHAepTaIblieM. — § xKuja
TaM HekoTopoe BpeMmsi. U, 1o mpasze roBopsi, xoTesna Obl KUTh U JaJTbIIE.

— Hy tak nonerenu! — ropstao oro3Bascs Hepiut. — B Mmniepuu Tebe Tereph MecTa Her.

AJIeK pric TIOKavasa rojIoBOM, Jymasi mpo cedst, 9To ey 31ech u 6e3 Toro Mecra He ObLIO.

— He mory. Ilo kpaiiHeii Mepe, He ceiluac, MHE HaJIO. . .

— B 3TOT MOMEHT [1BEpb B 3aJ1 pacliaxHy/ach, ¥ U3-3a JIbIUH MOCIBILIAIICS T0JI0C AHHBI:

— Wmure ee, HEM3BECTHO, YTO Y TOM IEBYOHKU HA yme!

CTpaXHUKU OpPOCHIIUCH BPACCHIITHYIO, M XOTSI UM OBLIO eI11e JAJIEKO JI0 MeCTa, Iie PUTANJIHCh
Hepmut u Aniekpuc, 6eCCMepTHBIN CYTOPOKHO CXBATHIICS 32 CepIIIIe.

— Her, Tonbko He 310! §I HE XOUy IPOCTOSATH 37€Ch BCIO KU3HB!

JleBouka ObljTa C HUM BITOJIHE COJM/APHA.

— CMmoxelb cripsATaTbhesi? — IIEMHY/Ia OHA EMY.
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Hepnut KMBHYN ¥ MPUIOKWUIT TaJlel] K OMHOM U3 MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX IJIOCKMX CBETSIIMXCS KHO-
TIOK Ha pyKe.

— INonoxau-Ka, — OKJIMKHYJI OH ee, KOrjJa JeBOYKa yxe Opocuiach MPeTBOPSTh CBOKO HICIO. —
S1 TBOM omkHUK HaBcerga. M eciu Ml ertie yBUauMcs, To... Kakoit TBoit orons?

— A-a-a... — He ocob0 cremmia ¢ oTBeToM Ta. — Tupo. 9 Tupo, — u OGpocunace Gexarb
TMOJIaIbIIE OT TOTO MECTa, IIe CTOSUTH 3aKOBaHHBIE B Jie]] OecCMepTHBIE, YCIIeB 3aMETUTh HEMTOHUMa-
HUE U yauBiieHue Ha auie Hepiura.

[Ipsiuack OT OXPaHHMKOB, AJUIEKPUC CyMena J00paThCs A0 MPOTHBOMOJIOKHON YacTH 3aia,
r71e Bpojie Obl HUYEro Mmojo3puTeIbHOro He Obiio. Torga oHa yHsIa ApOXb B pyKax M MOCTapasach
MIPUHSITH HETIPUHYKICHHBIN BU/I.

— AHHa! — BHIIIUIA OHA KaK HU B YeM He OBIBAJIO M3-32 HEOOJBIIIOro 3aMOPOKEHHOTO JepeBa,
He 3aMeuasi, Kak ToJIa OXPaHHUKOB pUHYJach K Hell. — Thl rie Obuia?

IIpo cedss Annekpuc ycriena 3aMeTUTh, Kak OBICTPO CTpax Ha JiMIe OecCMEepTHOW cMe-
HWICS TTOI03PEHHEM.

— Oronuta HEHaI0Ir0, — POBHBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3ajla OHA, BUAMMO He Kesasi MPOBOIMPOBATh
KOH(IMKT. — A TBI UTO TYT Jiefaelb?

— BBUI0 OTKPBITO, — OBICTPO OTO3BANACH AJIJIEKPHC, TBITAsICh N300pa3UTh CMyIlleHue. — BOT s
Y MOAyMaJa, 4To CIoIa MOKHO. A 3TO TBOSI MacTepcKasi, 1a?

AHHa CHOBa KMBHYJIa, KQ)KETCSI HEMHOTO pacClaOMBIINCh.

— O, a Kak Tl TyT opueHTHpyelbcs? M Kak MoHMMaelllb, KOraa MpUIUIo BpeMs TOro WIv
MHOTO CyIIecTBa? — MpoJoJiKaa Ka3aThCsl BOCTOPKEHHON AJUIEKPHUC.

— Msyyaio, Kak MeHsIeTCsI MECTHOCTb, KJIMMAT, — MPOCTO OTO3Balach AHHa Mapwus, SIBHO
TOJIBILICHHAS TAKMM BHUMAaHHUEM K CBOMM TBOPEHUSIM. — W Bce-Taku, ecii He XOUelllb, YTOObI 51 TesI
MpeBpaTUia B JIEBIIIKY, OOJIbIIE HE JIa3b B UyKMX 3aMKax, JaJaHO?

«Kak Hepmur, Hanpumep?» — xXoTena ObUIO CIIPOCUTH AJUIEKPUC, HO yAepXkKasiach, 1 BMECTO
9TOro KMBHY/1a. AHHa Mapusi ’KeCToM OTO3Baja CTPaKy, a TOTOM KMBHYJIA JEBOUKE:

— Toiinem, Hevero tede 3mech aenarh. — M Aliekpuc 3ameTwia, Kak ONMACIWBBIN B3IJIST
AEBYIIKM METHYJICS TylIa, A€ CTOSTH (PUryphl OECCMEPTHBIX.

OHM CHOKOWHO HAIlPaBUJIMCh MPOYb M3 MACTEPCKOM XU3HU B TPOHHBIN 3ai1. AHHa Mapus
10 JIOpOre MOJTYaia, HO ee CIyTHUIIA BCKOpEe He BhlIepKaa:

— He Goutech BOT Tak MPOCTO XOAUTH CO MHOU Oe3 OXpaHbI?

AHHA TOJIBKO YJIBIOHYJIACK.

— ¢ He Takas 6e300uIHAsI, KAKON Kakych. S1 cMory 3a ce0st MoCcTosATh, K TOMY Xe... — TyT oHa
MO3BOJTIIIA ce0e ¢ HEKOTOPBIM MPEBOCXOICTBOM OIIISIHYThCs HAa AJIeKpHC. — ]l Toka He 3ameTHia,
YTOOBI TH YMeJa YIPABISATHCS CO CBOMM TUIAMEHEM.

JleBouka He orBeTH/Ia. OHa M 3a0blIa O TOM, YTO HUKTO, KpoMe Jlepoii, He 3HaJI O TOM, YTO OHa
Hay4YWIach pa3KUrath OrOHb BOWHBI.

— A BIpYT 5 IPOCTO XOPOLIMiA aKTep?

— 41 He MOOIO IOBTOPATHCSA, HO THI OYEHb TIOX0ka Ha oTia. He BHemiHe, HeT. Ckopee Xapak-
TEpPOM. ...

— Jla, Takoe cyvaeTcs, — He To3BoJIuIIa ceOe mpoMomdaTh Asuiekpuc. — Ecim Ob1 y GeccmepT-
HBIX OBLIA CEMBU, BBl OBl 00 3TOM 3HAJIU.

— Tbl TOBOpHIIIL C OTHEM KM3HU, AJUIEKPUC, U 5 3HAI0 00 9TOM KaK HUKTO Apyrou. SI MHOro
obmayack ¢ CeHpuHOM, Korga OoHa... — TyT OHa 3amHy/lIach M 3arOBOPWJIA COBCEM O JPYrOM: —
B o6mmem, BusbsaMc mioxoi akTep ¥ paHO WM TIO3[JHO BBIIJIECKMBAET BCE SMOIIUU HAPYKY, KaK U ThI.

JleBouKa Ha/1y/nack: OISAThH 3TH PA3roBOPHI PO Kopoiist Trpo. [Touemy HUKTO HUKAK He MONMET,
YTO He OTell OH €/ M YTO OHA BUJETh €ro He xkeaer?

— BBl 4TO-TO CIMIIKOM XOpOWIO 3HaeTe BuibsaMmca, — MonbITajlach CMyTUTh OHA AHHY, HO Ta
TOJIBKO PacCMesiIach.
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— Jla, O6pu 3HAKOMBI OAHO BpeMsi. Kak-To pa3 moroBopuiM Mo AyiiaMm, KOTjaa TOT TbITaJICS
3aeunTh pazouroe cepare. — OHa crenana TearpasbHbIi skect. — Ho, 1o mpasjie roBops, s elle KuBa
MMEHHO IOTOMY, YTO Y MEHS XBaTWJIO yMa HUKOMY 00 9TOM He paccKasbiBaTh. — OHa BHIPA3UTEIBHO
KHMBHYJIa AJUIEKPUC, BUJISI, UTO Ta YKe OTKPbUIA poT JUIs orpoca. — Tak 3ayeM Tol ripusietena? He mpo
OTIIA K€ pacCrpalrBaTh — sl MOKA He BUKY, YTOOBI Thl CTPEMIJIACH C HUM BCTPETHUTHCS.

— Jla, BepHO, — HAKOHEI[ coOOpasIach C MBICIAMU OHA. — $1 TpuIILIa 3a MpoTUBOsueM. S1 mymana,
YTO, MOXET OBbITh, B BAIIIMX 3aracax Haimy uTo-HuOydb. Mmm cvemato, wim... — OHa mocMoTpena
B [J1a3a JieByIike. OTYero-To ee CioKOMHBIN roJIoc U J0OpOoXKeIaTe IbHbIN HACTPOU TaK Y MAHUJI BBLUIO-
KUTH el Bce ceKpeThl. HeynmuBuTenbHO, YTO OeCCMEpTHBIE TaK AOBEPsUIM AHHE CBOU MPOOJIEMBI. —
S1 Besp Mory BaM BEpUTH?

Ta c nerkoit ynslOKOi KMBHYJIA.

— Dniazia erie )K1Ba, — HAIIOMHWIA OHA, TOHOM TTOJYEPKHBasi, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BAXKHO, — U €llle
HE TO3HO TOTBITAThCA.

— Ja, s MOMHIO, — HUYYTh HE M3MEHMBIIKCH B JIMLIE, OTO3BaNACh Ta. — Ecim Obl OHa ymepia,
ee TeJio ObI Cropeio.

— Ho Jlepoii tak He nymaer. M oHa xouet mctuth ['paiisHy. A Kuap... oH mooGeman youtb
MeHsl, eCl 1 cKaxy. OH XOueT UCIoNb30BaTh THEeB Jlepoi, yToObI Ta Hayasla HaKOHeI JeCTBOBATb.

— W Th1 mpuiiia croza, HECMOTPS Ha 3Ty Yrpo3y? — yIUBJIEHHO MoAHsIa OpoBU AHHA. — OueHb,
o4eHb Ha TeOs Heroxoxe. 1 oyeHb orpomMeT4rBo, 3T0 ToYHO. Kuap crenmaer Bce A JOCTHXKEHUs
1IeJTU, ¥ Y HerO HUKOTIa He ObLJIO COI3HUKOB MM ToBapwuiei. OroHb cBOOOIBI BCeraa cam 1o cede
TaM, IJe 3TO MY BBITOTHO.

—Ho Jlepoii... ona xe... OX, 4epT BO3bMH, OHA € TYNHULA, OHA HE CMOXET TATaThCs C apMHUEn
TEHEN, OHa ITOrMOHET B 3TOH BOMHE!

— Kak Xxopouio Tel OT3bIBa€lIbCA O APY3bSAX, — XMBIKHYJIA AHHa Mapus.

— Ecnm Dnnana He cmorna. ..

— O, noBepb MHe, Co3p1aTesib cHocOOEH Ha TO, Yero Thl OT HEr0 He OKHJAelllb.

— Her, HecriocoOeH, — CKBO3b 3yObl TTporieania AJUIEKPUC, HAUMHAS 3TUThCS. — Y DIIapl ObUH
COIO3HUKH, U Telepb OHa MOYTH MEpTBa, a Jlepoi onHa.

AHHa TOXe HETepIIeIMBO CIIOKIIA PYKH Mepej COOOM.

— Tak 4ero ke Tl OT MeHs xouelllb? § ke cKazasia yxke, 4TO y MeHsI HeT TPOTUBOSI M.

— Ho Benp ero MoxHo czienats!

BeccMepTrHast OTKMHYJIACh HA CIMHKY TPOHA M IIPUKpbLIA I1a3a.

— Ox, AJiekc, s LIeHIO YyKYI0 XKU3Hb IpeBbIIe Bcero Ha ceete. Ecim Obl 1 Moruia caenaTh ero,
IyMaelllb, s Obl He OT/aja ero cpasy ke? B OMTBax ¢ orHeM BOWHBI TOrUOAIOT THICSYH )KUBBIX CYIIIECTB,
HO $l HUYETO, HU1e20 HE MOTY C/IENaTh.

AJniekprc HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi MoJTJyaja, MPUCTATIBHO IS B I1a3a AHHE, Kak OyATO IBITasCh
MoMMarTh Ty Ha JIKHU.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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